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d severe lou. As the place obtllmed 

baalae an object of desire to other and far more po 
_ L: .... a.:·l ... e aav~e8, it was in the laBt-mentioned year for­

... .., ail!ll!JordiDa to the rules of art, in a more regular manner, b)' tone 

..... lIIiWllaiela· frOm that period have been carefully attended to, and by 
_ __ t<1IddM_ and rebuildings are' now improved into bulwarks 

competition with some of the best constructed and • sm_. fortifications of Europe. From 1690 the increase was gradual 
ain under the French government; but since that period 

~~ towards prosperity has been much more rapid . 
.... a.a·u.uation of QUEBEC, the capital of Lower Canada, and the 

resideD« of the governor-general of British North America, is unusually 
~ d in form of an amphitheatre. The seated on 
a promontory, .W. side of the St. by that 
river and the t. The extremity of this called Cape 

t point rises S'.'J feet above of the 
of a rock oJ gray granite quartz 

crystals (from w °cb obtain its name), and a species of dark-coloured 
slat. I many places it' is absolutely perpendicular and bare; in others, 
~ere the acclivity is 1 abrupt, there are patches of brownish earth, 
or ratlter a decomposition of the softer parts of the stone, on which a few 
8 and Cl"eeping shrubs are here BDd there seen; but the 
P"l ...... IIf~.t.it IS rugged and barren. From the highest part of the 
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LOWER CANADA. 

culm- .teep oUOO feet above the level of the riv ... , overlooking tho low ... 
town. Thi. altitude and frowning 'pp""""" continue with· very little 
alteration roWld the town as rar as the entranee caHed PaIaee Oat~ 
where;,t sinks to the ridge already mentioned at the foot of-CMeau-8to. 
Genevieve. and continues its course at nearly the same elevation t~h 

• 
the parish of St. F oi. connecting itself with Cape Rouge, and forming 
between. the River St. Lawrence, the valley through which the St. 
Charles flows, and that under Cape Rouge, an height of land abeut 
eight miles longt rising above the general level. like an ilihmd above the 
surface of the ocean. 

The city, beside the distinction of U pper and Lower Towns, is 
divided into domains and fiefs, as the king's and seminary's domains. 
Fief St. J~ph, ground · belonging to the Hotel. Dieu. the Fabrique 
or churc~. and the lands that formerly belonged to the order of 
Jesuits. Theee, with the military reserves, constitute the principe) 
divisions, in which the suburbs are not included. In the year lGi2 
Quebec did not oontain more than 50 inhabitants *, and in 1759. the 
population was estimated to be between 8,000 and 9.000; at present, in~ 
eluding the suburbs, it is about 28,000. The public edifices are the 
Castle of St. Louis, the Hotel~Dieu, the convent of the Ursulines, the 
monastery of the Jesuits, now turned into barracks. the protestant and 
catholic cathedrals. the Scotch church, the Lower Town church. Tri­
nity chspi"l, a Wesleyan chapel, the exchange, the Quebec be.nk, the 
military and emigrant hospitals, the court-house, the 8tminary. tiite gao!. 
tlle artillery barracks. and a monument to Wolle .ad Montcalm ft 
thert! are two priocipal market-pla.·ce8, besides two minor oo.es •• ' pl60e 
d'armes, a parade, and an esplanade. The Castle of St. Loau,. the 
most prominent Object on the summit o£ the rock, will obtai4 tlae 
Braot notice. It is a handsome stone buildiBg. eeat:ecl near the.. I'-edpo 
of a precipice, something more th.. !iOO feet higb. .... .uppoillld. 
towards the steep by .olid .tone blOllre8Bel, rioiug,n08l'ly loaIf·theloiight 
of the edIfice. and s.rlllo\Ulted b, •• paciou. 8I'llay. fr_,'!ke_ tIoetI! 
is a moat commanding prospect over the ~ ... bkml,df,'iOrl .... 



WOLFE AND MONTCALM'S MONUMENT. 

Point Levi, and the .urrotmding country. The whole pile i. Uli f...t 
long hy 45 broad. and three stories high; but in the di1'eCt.ion of ·th" 
cape it hili the appearance of being much more lofty. Each extremity 
is terminated hy a small wing. The interior arrangement is conv(!nient, 
the d~rative part tasteful and elegant. suitable in every respect for 
the residence of the govemor~general. 

The ,part properly called the Chuteau occupies one side of the square 
or court-yard: on the opposite side stands an extensive building, formerly 
divided among the various offices of government, both civil and military. 
that are under the immediate control of the governor. It contRins a hand. 
some suite of apartments, wherein the balls and other public entertain. 
menb of the governor are always given. Both the exterior and the in­
terior are in a very plain style. It forms part of the curtain that ran 
between the two exterior bastions of the old fortress of St. Louis. Ad. 
joining it are several other buildings of smaller size, appropriated to 
aimilar uses, a guard-house, stables, and extensive riding-house. 

The fortress of St. Louis covered about four acres of ground, and 
fonnbl nearly a parallelogram. On the western side two strong bastions 
(In each angle were connected by a curtain, in the centre of which was 

a sallyport: the other faces presented works of nearly a similar descrip­
tion, but of less dimensions. Of these works only a few vestiges remain, 
except the eastern waH. which is kept in solid repair. The new guard­
house and stables, both fronting the parade, have a very neat exterior: 
the first fonns the arc of a circle, and has a colonnade hefore it; the 
stables are attached to the riding.house, which is spacious, and in every 
way well adapted for its intended purpose: it js also used for drilling 
the city militia. On the south-west side of the Chilteau is an excellent 
and. weU..atocked garden, 180 yards long, and 70 broad j and on the 
opposite lIide of Rue des Carrieres is another, 107 yaros long by 84 broad, 
both appendages te the Cllstle: the latter was originally intended for a 
public promenade. and planted with fine tr .... many of which yet remain. 
Between both ~ gara.t.. i. a deligbtful and f ... ionable promenade. 
-.m&Ilding a magloIfIoent ,,; ... of the harbour. 

The Monument erected under the immediate patronage of the Earl 
of Dalhouaie, tben.govemor iu chief, to the two immortal heroes who com· 
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LOWER C*NADA. 

manded the MY.... armies, and fell in the memorahle battl. of Quebec, 
stands in a conspicuous situation on the north side of Rue des Carri~s. 
occupying a recess m'lde for its reception within the line of the uppeT ChA­
teau Garden. It consists of a solid rectangular column, built of gray stone. 
and gradually tapering from its basement to the cap. which tenninatf''S 
in an apex. The total altitude of the monument is 65 feet, of which 
height 20 feet 9 inches are taken up by the various gradations of the 
basement -, The fund for its erection was collected by general sub. 
scriptions, in which most of the citi:r.ens readily joined, thus to commE"­
morate the event that at once deprived the conquering and the conquered 
hosts of their vaJiant and ill-fated leaders. 

The Court..house, on the north side of St. Louis-street, is a large 
modem stone structure: its lcngth is IS6 feet, and breadth 44, presenting 
a regular handsome front, approached by two flights of steps leading to 
an arched entrance, whence a vestibule on each side communicates to 
every part of the building. The ground-floor apartments are disposed 
for holding the quarter-sessions and other inferior courts, offiCE'S of clerks 
of the different courts of law. &c. &c. Above stairs there is a spicious 

• Sf'e Vignette, p. 176. The inllCl'iptionB life the following :_ 

Mon ... RM 

VIR ... US COMM U'S:EN 

FAMAiY urBTe'RIA 

JIIONUliENTUIl P08Tl!I:II.1TkJI. 

DEDI .... 

DANC COLUJINAM 

Of VI.ORUM. ILLUST.IUX lIEJIIOKIAlil 

WOLFE ET MONTCALM, 
P.C. 

GEOltGIUS, COMES DE DALHOUSIE, 
IN IlltPTENTJUONALIS .1.111"&10'& PA&TIIIUIl 

A1I BRJ'I'ANNOB PBKTINKN ... IDU8 

80)l.lIAM BEnUli .l..DlIlNISTKAl'l1i ; 

01'08 PER Ml1L'I'09 ANNO!! PR~TERlilIBSUIll, 

• QUID DUCI lilJaKOJO OON\'INlBNTJUS? 

AtlCT01UTATK PRoxovaN8. ax •• PLO IITIMVUN., 

XUNIFJCENTU, PQVJUf •• 

A. 8, MDCCCXXVII. 
GItO.OIO IV. IIRITANNIARUM KBOa:. 



THE CATHEDRALS, QUEBEC. 

CP8Jllbec, in which the court of king's bench is beld, and another 
wherein the court of appeals and the admiralty court hold their sessions, 
W\th chambers for the judges and barristers, and separate offices for the 
sheriff, the clerk of the court of appeals, and the registrar of the ad. 
miralty. The embellishments of this edifice. both interior and extemal, 
are in 8 style of simplicity and neatness, and the arrangements for public 
bUlOiness methodical and judicious. J t occupies part of the site upon 
which stood an old monastery. church, and gac(len of the Rccollets, de­
stroyed by fire in the year 1796. This was at <JIle time a very extensive 
establishment, cov.ering the whole space between the parade, Rue des 
Jardins, St. Louis, and Stc. Anne. The order is now extinct in Canada. 

The Protestant Cathedral is situated near the court-house, anu 
parallel with Ste. Anne-street: it is 136 feet lung by 75 broad, built of" 
fine gray stone, and occupying part of the ground of the Rccollets, or 
Franciscans. This is, perhaps, the luuulsomcst mouern editi('e of the 
city; aud though not highly decorated, the style of architecture is chaste 
and correct. In the intt:rior, a neat and unostentatious elegance prevails, 

wherein ornament is judiciously but sparingly introduced. An elegant 
marble slab. with a neat monumental inscription to the memory of the 
!ate Duke of Richmond. forms one of the conspicuous objects within its 
walls. The unhappy fate of that distinguished and lamented nobleman is 
well known, and much too painful and affecting to be unnecessarily dwelt 
upon. His death shed for S9me time a gloom over the whole country, from 
the weU.founded hopes the inhabitants had entertained that the exalted 
rank and influence of so distinguished a peer would be powerfully 
exerted in the promotion of the interests and prosperity of the Canadas. 
There is a principal entrance at each end of the churcll. approached by a 
flight of steps. The spire is lofty, elegant. and covered with tin; and the 
church standing upon high ground within the city is a very l'onspicuou)) 

object .t • great di.tance. 
The Catholic Catbedral .tands OIl the north side of Buadc·stre<t, 

fronting the marke~. on ground belopging to ~he Fabriquc. or, in 
other w~ cburch.J.and. It ·is a lofty, spacious. plain·stone edifice. 216 
re\l( in length by 180 in b .. adth: the interior is divided by ranges of 
~ in,to a nave and two aisles: at the upper end of the former is the 
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gTIInd .Itar. ploeed in tbe middle of • circular choir th.t for tb. -hegl!t 
of about 16 feet is lined with wainscot divided into square compartments; 
each including Q portion of Scripture history represented in relief: the 
spaces between the squares are wrought into different devices. In the 
side aisles there are four chapels, dedicated to different saints. The in .. 
terior is lofty and im'posing, and the reiltng elegantly vaulted in stucco. 
It has always the appearance of neatness and cleanliness; but not being 
heated in winter, it is intensely cold and uncomfortable. On the out.­
side, the solidity of the building may perhaps attract a spectator's notice; 
but nothing like taste in design. or graceful combination of architectural 
embe-llishment, will arrest his attention: The steeple is lofty. with an 
lliT of lightness not altogether devoid of beauty, and, like the roof, is 
covered with bright tin. Instead of springing from the apex of the roof, 
it is placed on one side of the front, giving it an appearance of affected 
singularity which it COllld not be intended to produce, the design having 
originally been to bnild two corresponding spires; but what circumstance 
prevented the execution of this plan we are not aware. The church is 
dedicated to Notre Dame de ViC'toire, and is sufficiently spacious to con~ 
tain a t'ongregation of about 4000 persons. The organ is an excellent 
one. The presbytery is the resinence of the curnte and four vicars of 
the cathedral, and has 8 covered avenue leading from it to the church: 
there is also a similar one between the church and the seminary. 

The extensive building caned the Seminary of Quebec stands near 
the cathedral, and is within the precinct of the seminary's domllin, oc­
cupying with its attached buildings, court-yard, gardens, &c. a large 
spaee of ground. It is a substantial stone edifice, principally two stories 
high, though some portions of it have been raised to three. It fonnll; 
three sides of a "quare, each about 78 yards in length, with a breadth of 
40 feet: the open side i8 to the north~west. This e8tablishment, origin .. 
ally intended for ecclesiastical instruction exclusively, was founded in 
the year 1668 by M, de Petr~. under tbe authOrity of letters patent 
granted by the ~ing of FrBllce, The .. rly regulations have loog heel 
departed from, snd at present students of the catholic persuasion m .. 
tended for any prof .. sion may enjoy the advantage of it. It is diorided 
into two branches. distingu"hed .. tbe'Grand and Petit Semi...u.." The 



THE HOTEL.DIEU AND URSULINE CONVENTS. U1 

UudieI of the -superior depeI¢ment are CODdueted under the superintend. 
eaoe of the Rmr • .M.. Demers, V. G., who is himself profe&'lor of philo­
fl()phy" three directors, and a competent number of professors in the 
diif~nt branches of literature and science. Rev. M. A . Parent is director 
01 the Petit Seminaire, which· is exceedingly useful as a general school. 
wherein great numbers are educated free of expense, excepting only the 
triiIiDg annuMl.sum of five shillings l1S a compensation for fuel. Boarders 
are also received on the very moderate pensioll of twelve pounds ten shil. 
lings per annum. The interior plan of this structure i" judicious, and 
the arrangement very convenient; it contains all requisite domestic 
apal'tments, halls for the '}cnior and junior classes, residences for the su­
perior, directors. professors, and different masters. The situation is airy 
and plubrious. l'be house is surrounded by large productive gardens, 
E'nclosed by a. wall, and extending in depth to the grand battery wherE' 
it overlooks the harbour: the length is 172 yards, and the breadth 200. 
IL is well laid out, and ornamented by many handsome trees. 

In the year 1708. tbe..whole of the buildings belonging to the semi­
nary were destroyed by fire. and no time was lost in replacing them ; 
when, unfortunately, they again fell a sacrifice to a similar calamity in 
1705. 'fhe Catholic Bishop of Quebec bas fixed his residence in the 
seminary, where he lives surrounded aud respected by his clergy, and 
not less esteemed by the laity of all persuasions for his piety and 
urbanity. 

The Hbtel-Dieu, including under that name the convent, hospital, 
church, ooisrt..yard,cemetery, and gardens, contains within its waUsa space 
of pund extending from the French burying-ground, or Cimetiere de1'o 
Picotes. to the Rue des Pauvres. or Palace-street, a length of 291 yard!; 
by a d~h -of !96 from C""illw·.treet to the rear waU. Thi. establi,h­
meftt.' for the reCepiioD of the sick poor of both sexes, was founded by 
the Doobe5 D'AigIiiIIon'" 16S~, tawugb whose charitable zeal some 
mm. 'W'ItN!&ea.t- f ..... llan08.for the purpole of oomlilencing it and su­

~ ftA '" *8* iF ' 'floe principal structure i. 888 feet in length 
"',60< .• g. ddo, .<1'.- ~ ,...-.,0& tbe ",eot .ide, • COTfJ' de ¥ 
I ts!l'it.",,-S* "U.s ilool.'8<i"hi""portiQDll\e breadth. The WAOIe 
iI_ ~"''''''ki8i', lIIbrIantially ,bo&ilI ·of otone, with more regard to 
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interior convenience than attention to symmetry, and ootally devoid-&{ 
architectural decorations. It contains the convent, hospital. and nearly 
all the domestic offices. The church, about 100 fl>et in length by 68 
in breadth, facing the Hotel.Dieu..street, has nothing to recommend-1t 
to notice but the plain neatness of both its interior and exterior. The 
convent contains the residence of the su~rieure. and accommodations 
for all the sisters of the congregation. The hospital is divided into wards 
for the slCk, wherein both sexes receive nourishment, medicine, and 
attendance, free of all expense. 

This charitable institution produces extensive benefit to the com. 
monity. and continually affords relief to great numbers suffering under 
the accumulated oppre&sion of disease and poverty. The funds by which 
it is supported are derived from landed property within the city. from 
whence it is entitled to all Uxh et f)e7tte6; also from the revenues of some 
seigniories that have been granted to it; and although these are con­
siderable, yet, from the liberality and extensive nature of the disburse. 
ments, the expenditure so nearly balances the revenue, that it requires. 
and occasionally receives. grants of public money. The whole admini. 
stration, care, and attendance of the establishment are conducted by a 
supericure, La R {;verende Mere Ate. Antoine, and thirty-two sisters, to 
whose zeal in the offices of humanity must be attributed the state of 
comfort. cleanliness, and good arrangement that invariably obtain the 
encomiums of every stranger who visits the institution. 

The Ursuline convent is situated a ahort distance to the northward 
of St. Louis.street, within the fief of St. Joaeph, • property that belODfp 
to it. It is a substantial stone edifice, two atoriee high, forming a tq1t'II.Pe, 
whose side if 112 feet. The building-is 40 feet broad, containing ample 
and convenient accoll1modation for all its inmat.efl. The church of St. 
Ursula, connected with t~ convent. is 95 {ee-t long by 46 in breadth., 
very plain on the outside, but eminently distinguithed far til. good _ 
and richness of its interior omemellts, and tile beauty of 8OI'ae .of'. 
pointings. To the eastward of it Oft ..... era! dmoehecI. buUding., f ....... 
port of the establi,hment. The ._dias gIOltllli. 64.5 feet ""'8 ..... 
486 hroad, is encircled by a lofty .- w..tl,,-,·witll tile """"I"ioci10l 
a space aUotted to the court.yanl, iolaid out In fine productive gv4enL 



JESUlTS~ BARRACKS. QUEBIlC. 

Tw. institution, for the purpooe of extending the benefits of a ""reful 
and religious education to the females of the colony, owes jts foundation 
in the year 1639 to Madame d. la Peltrie, a lady residing in Frsnce. It 
conaista . of a superieure, La Reverende Mere Sainte Monique. and 45 
nuns, who are employed in the instruction of the pupils in the most 
useful branches of knowledge, besides embroidery, fine work, and other 
female accompliibments. The nuns live very recluse, and are more austere 
in their usages thar~ any other in the province. The landed property of 
the institution is not very great, but dIe industry of the sisters is inces­
sant, and the profits arising from it are all placed to the general stock, 
which thereby is rendered sufficiently ample. Their embroidery is highly 
esteemed, particularly for ecclesiastical vestments and church ornaments: 
their fancy work!;; are so much admired. that some of them obtain con­
siderable prices. The produce of their gardens, beyond their own con­
sumption, also serves to increase the revenue of tlle community. This 
tstablishment being well worth inspection is usually visited by strangers; 
for which purpose a pennission or introduction from the catholic bishop 
is necessary, and generally granted upon an application being made. 

The monastery of the Jesuits. now converted into a barrack, is a 
spacious stone building, three stories high, forming a square, or rather 
parallelogram, of 200 feet by 224, enclosed within a wall extending more 
than 200 yard. along Ste. Ann ... treet, and the whole of Rue de la Fa­
briq~e. On the arrival of some of the order in Canada in 1635, their 
first care was the erection of a suitable habitation, which being destroyed 
some years afterwards, made way for the present structure. It was 
formerly surrounded by extensive and beautiful gardens j but these, to 
the great regret of many. bave been detltroyed since the house, in com­
mon with the other property of the order, has reverted to the crown, 
and now form a place of exercise for the troops: indeed, no one could 
view withOl>t m\lCb l'OIuctance the fall of some of the stately and vene. 
""ble _ yet WlWolchod by, decay, that ""re the original tenants of the 
IP'QdII4 at tbe first f ...... tIMion of the city. A. a building, tbis is one of the 
_t ~ of ... y u. the.ploce. .Aiter the reduction of Canada in 1759, 
if,_~e4 by gov_mot UpoD 'Lo!d Am ..... t, but suhsequently 
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reverted to tbe crown; and the legi.lature of the province have ~ 
tiODed his majesty for ita restoration to Purpo8&I of education. 

The gaol i. a handsome building of line gray ''''ne, 160 feet in 
length by 68 in breadth, three stori .. high. It i. situated on ti)e nortb 
side of Ste. Anne-street. with the front towards Angel.streeL Standing 
on an eJevated spot, it is airy and healthful. It hss in the rear a space of 
ground ]00 feet in depth confined by a lofty wall, where the prisoners 
are allowed the benefit of exercise. The intt>rior is most judicioualy 
planned, as it respects the health, cleanliness, and safe custody of thOle 
who are so unfortunate as to become its inmlltes. The design and con .. 
struction confer much credit upon the architect, and the commissioners 
under whose superintendence it was erected. It was fint occupied in 
1814. The expense of the building, upwards of 15.000/., was defrayed 
by the provincial h~gislature. 

Opposite to the gaol is the Scotcb church. a small building not di­
stinguished for any thing ~eserving particular mention. The edifice itself 
is not deficient in neatness. but it is disfig ured by the inplegance and dis­

proportion of its spire. 

The building denominated the Bishop's Palace, and standing on an 
de,'ated spot, is very con8picuous. It is situated near the grand battery~ 

extending in an easterly direction from Prescot-gate, or the communi. 
cation to the Lower Town, along )fountain-street 118 feet, and then 

in a line running at right angles to the former, 147 feet. Its aVq&&e 

breadth is 34 feet. On the south and east sides it is three stories hiSh, 

but 011 the others no more than two. It was built for the reaidenee of 
the catholic Bishop of Quebec. It contained a chapel with every .uiUbIe 
convenience, and W8B by no meana de,titute of embellishment. .An aD­

nuity has been granted by the government to the held of the catholic 
clergy in Canada in Heu eX it. 

The different division. of the building are now occupied by the.\&. 
gislature. the offices of tb. legi,lauve oouncil, and thooe .()f -the howe <>i 
.... mhly. The chapel, 6S feet by 86; it SlIm.p for tIoe~'*"­
house of assembly. Adjoining it are th.nyv"'be.clur...ea~OOIIAII1i_ 
rooms, library, &C. Above thi1I pert, that f.,....,the .......... IIIJ ... 



ARTILLERY BARRAV&iVlrNIO!f BUILDINGS, QUEBEC, !itH 

• iIportment 'WlIere tbe logiolative couneil hold, its sittings; and "" the 
.-ne floor are the 'COmmittee-l'OOms,. oouncH office. &e. &c. dependent Oft 

fi>at branch of the Iegislatllre. '])00 vaults underoeath the palace are 
-pertly appropriated to the secretary of the province. and occupied as de­
poaitorie8 of the archives and most of the public records of the province. 

The artillery bamwkfJ form 8 range of stone buildings, two storie.& 
high. 5111 feet in length by 40 in breadth, extending in • westerly di­
rection from Palace-gate. They were erected previous to the year 1750, 
for the accommodation of troops. by which the garrison was reinforced, 
and 'Were then distinguished as the CtUer1U!8 1UJuveliea. They are roughly 
ronlltructed, but very 8ubtitantial and well arranged. The east end of tilt' 
range was for SE'veral years used 8S a common prison, but since till' 

erection of the new gaol this praotice has been discontinued. Besides 

sufficient room for quartering the artillery soldiers of the garrison, there 
is an ordnance office. annoury. storehouses, and worksbops. 

The armoury is very considerable. and occupies several apartments, 
wherein small anns of every description for the equipment of 20,000 
men are constantly kept in complete repair and readiness for immediate 
Ul'ie. The mosquetry and other fire-arms are arranged so as to admit ('on· 

venient access for the purpose of cleaning, &c. The arme8 blanc/leG of 
all classes are well displayed in various designs and emblematical de. 
ViOO8, and present, on entering the room, a fanciful cuup cl'tEil. In front 

of the barracks there is a good parade. 
The Union Buildings, formerly the Union Hotel, are situated near 

the ChAteau, on the Iwrth side of tbe Grand Parade or Place d'Armes, 
and oontribute greatly towards its embellishment. They form a capacious 
weU~built stone edifice, three stories high, in 8 handsome style of modern 
""'hitectu .... 86 feet in length by 80 in breadtb. The principal build­
ing was erected about the year 1803, under an act of the provincial par~ 
ttament. by'. ' numbet of persons who rai&ed a sufficient joint stock by 
...... and who, by tile act, were fonIled into • corporate body. The 
bb;e.t "' .. to ha ..... commodiou8 hotel of the fust respectability, for the 
eoIeptioft uti ~ion ofstnmgen arriving in the capital. It was 
..... ,...,. -ego 'f'IIl"It0Rd by the chief juatice ·of the provinet'o who has 
tonold....bly enlarged and improved it; and the whole is now leased by 
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govemment from the proprietor .t • rent of _t. pot' aftIIUm:, aM ap.­
propriated to public pu1'p08el. the chiefdepartmentB 01 the ""lolly 
having their offices establisbed tb...... The,- are those of the gOT_ 
civil secretary, the receiver-general. the surveyor-general. the auditoJl.. 
general of accounts, the commi88ioner of crown lands, the warden of the 
forests, the secretary to the corporation for clergy reserve8, and .. tem­
porary hydrographer'. office. An elegant room is fitted up for the 
sitting5 of the executive council, and chambers allotted to its clerks. 
The great room, which was originally denominated the assembly room, 
where the subscription balls were given during winter, is now converted 
into a museum attached to the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, 
first founded in 182'. under the auspices of the Earl of Dalhousie. and 
subsequently united in 1829 to the Society for the Promotion of Arts and 
Sciences in Canada, which was founded in 1827. The museum contains 
already a valuable collection of minerals and fossils, a considerable portion 
~ which was collected in various parts of U ppet" Canada, cla88ed and 
presented to the institution by Captain Bayfield, R. N. The botanical 
department is also supplied with many beautiful specimens, amongst 
which the classified plants presented to the museum by t.he Countess of 
Dalhousie are prominent. In mentioning this interesting branch of 
science, we cannot forbear a8SO<'iating with it the namt" of one of the most 
zealous and intelligent members of the society. aDd one of its vice­
presidents, .Mr. Shepherd. whose practica1 as well as scientific knowledge 
of botany has enabled bim to lay before the society. at di1ferent times, 
much important information relative to Canadian tree-s and plants. 

The walls of the great room are hung with paintings in various 
styles. some of which are of the belt schools, and would do honour to 
any gallery. The oollection belong. to Mr. Joseph !.igor< •• Canadian 
artist of reputation. and a member of the society. who has liberally COR. 

sented to this gratuitous exhibition of art upon the mere condition that 
the paintings should be insured by the eociety against accidents by-fife': 
Next to the great room i •• luge and convenient .p-t, "I'proprililld<!­
to the meeting. of the memben, whether in general .... mbIiet 011 a- -
sittings: it is also uaed 88 the librMy, md, "u sueh, Cl1I1WDI eeW'l1ll\" ... 
luable standard scientific an.! literary work.; -but the inttitlltion IJeillf! 
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.--..ly in it.infaney, the <atalogue is not yet very copious, though it i. 
daily ocquiriag an aoeeoaiOll of new and important books, &c. The 
enbaDce to the building i. under a portico of good proportions aod taeteful 
design, approached by a flight of &tepa. 

The peculiar 6ituation of the city, as already described, occasions ir­
regularity and unevenness in the streets: many of them are narrow, but 
most of them are well paved. and the others are macadamized: the 
breadth of the principal ones is 82 feet, but the others usually only from 
~u to 27. The greater number of the houses are built of stone, very 
unequal in their elevation, with high sloping roofs, principally shingled. 
though sometimes covered with tin or sheet iron. Great improvement 
has taken place of late years in the mode of building and in the appear­
ance of the dwellings, as the old.fashionerl methods of the country are 
gradually superseded by a modem style. No less amendment has taken 
place in paving the streets. Mountain-street, where formerly the ascent 
was so .teep a8 to make it difficult for a carriage, is now passable for an 
sorts of vehicles with the greatest ease. John-8treet, Buade-street, 
Fabrique-street, and the greater part of Palace-street. are the' great 
t:horoughfares, and may be (.'Onsidered as the mercantile part of the Upper 
TowD. being inhahited chiefly by merchants, retail traders, artisans, 
and numerous tavern-keepers. St. Louis-st.reet, running nearly parallel 
to St. John-street, is much more elevated, airy, and agrCf>able. and by 
far the pleuantest part of the town: as such, most of the superior offi('ers 
of .the provincial government, and people of the first rank. reside there. 
Many of the houses are modem and very handsome: that formerly be.. 
longiag to the late Chief Justice EllllBly, though uot modem, is large 
ami elegant, IIWd at present converted into a barrack for officers. Near it, 
in lb. rear, is the military hospital at the foot of Mount Carmel. 

• Thelll8lket.ploce is 106 feet long: in front oflbeJesuits' barracks it 
isd!H lee~ broad, but nearlbe cathedralit is only 172. In the centre is an 
e1QBg&ted e.ulding. ciroIaIar at both ends, and divided into two rows of 
baldo ...... ,.taIIa .~ .... twanl .. to which...,... is had on the side of 
F~by.lIigbtDi.tepa.ndalanding. Thebayandwoodmarket 
-.p;. .. .,.,.uIar ...... fOJ1Jlely the ..... u 1M I_ito' church, adjoining 
........ II .. ' ... ooI.,.f ,be leouilo' bIrradoo. from wbieh it is divided hy a 
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Wall. Main _ di-se fro.. the diIfemlt lid .. at 1M tinirkiot :tD 

the · priocipal enl1'aDclel.,iBto the city. The market • . h..w· .~ <»y. 
and almost a1way • .well .kx:ked; but Satunlay usually aIIOrdB the 8"'­
abundance. when there is a good show of butch .... • IIl5t of all Iri ..... 
furnished both by the butchers of the oity,-nd the JwJntmu or peaaants. 
who bring it from several miles round. The supplies of poultry, ftah, 
fruit. vegetables, herbs, and indeed every articile of consumption, .. 
brought by the country people in large quantities from the dift'e ...... 
fertile seigniories round the capital. In fact, nothing is wanting to 
furnish the tablE\ and that too at a moderate price, for every rank of 
society. from the humble labourer to the man of affluence, who can enjGy 
both the comforts and luxuries of life. 

The Place d·Annes. or Grand Parade. in front of the Chateau. though 
not extensive, is handsome, and may be termed the court end of the 
town. Surrounded by the most distinguished edifices in the capital, 
and having in its centre an enclosed space. confined by chains and 
wickets, and laid out into walks, it is not destitute of attractions. and 
affords an agreeable promenade. 

The Esplanade. hetween St. Louis and St. John', gate. has .. length 
of 278 yards by an average breadth of 80; except at the St. U nuls bastion, 
where it is 120 yards. It is tolerably level. in some places presenting. a 
surface of the hare rock. This is the usual place of parade ...... tbe troops 
of the garrison, from whence, every morning in summer, ttle different 
guards of the town are mounted: in winter the barrack Crill-ground is 
generally used for parades. The musters and annual review. of the 
militia belonging to the city are held here. 

The Low€r Town is situated immediately under Cape :DiamoRd, 
and by the continuatioo of merebant:8' stores and warehouees reaches 
from L' Ance de. Mers round the point of the cape .. far to the north. 
west as the suburb, of St. Roch. It stands on what may be tennod ... 
artificial ground. as fonnerly, at Hood tide, the waters of ·dle nverUlBd 
to wash the very foot of the rock. From time to time, wharf af8 wJ>.f 
has been projected towards the low .... ter mark. and founclatioeo! made 
sufficiently solid to build whole ,t .... t., where OIlce boota,and""~ •• ' 
of considerahle burden. used to ri4e at anchor.' Tioe SI"" 111; i. lllIk>ti( 
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tllii ploee'i. at R .... Soot Ie Fort, when!, from the cape to the _ter', 
edge. tbe distance is !iI~ yom" but prooeeding more to the northward 
tbi. dimenoion is greatly reduced. ,VAnce des Mera, or Diamond 
HarbGur. is. the lOuthern extremity of the Lower Town. It is imme­
diately Ilnder the highest pjlrt of Cape Diamond, having around its 
shofto a continuation of extensive wharfs. stores. and workshops in full 
activity. from which there is an uninterrupted routine of business carried 
on with other parts of the town. A commodious dock for repairing 
vessels, and a yard for building, from whence ships of large tonnage are 
fTequently launched, contribute very much to increase the importance of' 
the plaee. From .VAllee des Mcrs to Brehaul's Wharf, tile road pas.ing 
by the foot of the cape is very narrow; and that the communication may 
be rendered as direct 8S possible, it has been nf>Cessary in many places to 

cut tbJough the solid rock. The government gun-boat wharf and guard. 
house are near Brehaut'M Wharf at Presdeville. a spot of historical celebrity 

since the defeat of General Montgomery. who, advancing under cover of 
the night. on the 31st December, 1775. to attack the place, at the head of 900 
Americans. was killed, and the assailants repulsed with grea.t slaughter-, 

From tlli.s wharf a direct communication is fOTmed with the citadel 
by an inclined plane or railway 500 feet in length, constructed lIpon the 
rugged face of the cliff, whk-h is 846 feet in perpenilicu lar height. I t is ex­
clusively uted by government for the more expeditious coll,'eyance of 
!ttone and. other materials required in the erection of the fortress on 
Cape Diamond, but may be ascended 01' descended by persons having 
_tickets to the €o<tificatiDn8, there being a Hight of stairs, with a hand. 
rail, between the carriage ways. }'rom Presdeville to the Cui de Sac is 
aIaost.: am vninterrupted suceeasion of storehouses and wharfs, at the 
~ "art e{. wbic/o, ,hips can w. without taking the ground at low 
_. At,Raeey:. ·,Wharf .... tJbe large and valuable premi.es called 
tbe,.c.pe ~, \Brewery, where an extensive business is carried 
.... ",,*. f'oo. "_' __ ption -'e, but in porter and ale for ex· 
~, 

,t- .J ' 
'" A \.imultani!<nil attack wU 'made by General Arnold on Sault RU Mawlot at the other 

.... ~1 .... ~!§ \WM , t1mt: 'tIMcer 1Va tVoitnited. but n,e Brltiah f"or()f>8 in that quarter 
...... 451; 'JPtcI* ..... , ... j:InLa .... m.r. ............... put oldie Lower T-own. 
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The Cul de Sae i. litoated between the King's ad Qaeen'. WII..r.. 
fonning an open dock. dry at every tide. Ships ClOD be the", converiefttly 
laid aground to receive any necessary repairs. In the winter, boats atki 
smaJl-decked vessels that navigate the river between Quebec and Mont­
real are also laid up in security from the ice. It spreads 540 feet in 
length. and about 2W in depth. All craft lying here for repair. or otller­
wise. must observe the rules and regulations prescribed by the Trinitt· 
house, and are placed under the immediate superintendence of the .... 
sistant harbour-master. Between the Queen's and M'Callum's Wbarf 
is the principal landing-place, about 200 feet wide, where boats and 
canoes usually set their passengers on shore, but w~ere much incon­
venience is frequently occasioned by the numerous rafts of fire.wood 
that are brought down the river for the use of the city, and moored 
hereabout, sometimes to the complete obstruction of the pMsage. If 
the regulations of the harbour. properly enforced, be insufficient to 

prevent this public annoyance. it should be removed by legislative 
interference. 

The public buildings and other objects of note in the l ... ower Town 
are the catholic church, the Quebec bank, the exchange, the govemment 
warehouse, the custom~house. the wharfs, dockyards, and markets. The 
catholic chureh fronts the principal market..place. It is the only house of 
worship in the Lower Town, and was built upwards of a century ago, 
in compliance, it is stated, with a vow made in 1690, during the siege of 
Quebec, by the English forces under General Phipps. It was nearly 
consumed by fire in 1759, but afterwards repaired. and surmounted by 8 

spire. The Quebec hank occupie. a lofty building. fseed with wrou~t 
lime-stone, and having two fronts, one on St. Peter and another Wh 8mlt 
au ,Matelot streets. The edifice also contains the fire 88...-.nee com .. 
pany of Quebec, to which it belongs, and also the Quebec library. beoiMs 
several chambers used as offices. The library contains the moat valnallie 
collection of book •• c1 ... ical. ocientific, and literary. in t"" Jl"I"'l-' IIJd 
i. immediately supplied with the new wOI'k. as they are J"lhlillbedt. 
fund for their purchase ariling out of the IUboariptiOM, and the ._ 
trol of tbe moneys devolving to a oommittee of m~'OOII\po.ed 

in general of the original shareholders or propri_ of tile tiM.,..' bt 
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their reptetemaiv... The government warehouse on the King. Wharf 
it a .pociou. stone building, 250 feet long, appropriated for the reception 
~ naval and military .tores, and guarded by a .mall military detach­
ment. The Exchange will be hereafter noticed. The Custom-house 
stands on MfCallum's 'Vharf; and during that part of the year when 
the navigation of the river is uninterrupted, it presents the crowded 
scene of activity and business commonly met with at such establish­
ments. The insufficiency of the accommodations of the present esta­
blishment for a department of that nature has been seriously felt, and 
the legislature has lately provided for the erection of a custom-house, 
for which purpose an eligible situation was judiciously selected by His 
ExcelleRCY Sir James Kempt when administrator of the govemment, 
and it is intended this spring (18~n) to lay the foundation of the new 
building adjoining the extensive governmtnt warehouses on the King's 
Wharf. 

Some distance from M'Callum's 'Vharf, and bctwceh the premises 
heretofore belonging to Sir John Caldwell, and those of Mr. Tod, 
passes the boundary line betweell the king's and seminary's domains. 
A definition of the precise extent of the former would prove tedious, 
as it is presumed to include genera1ly aU ground in and about the 
city not 'disposed of by deed of concession, or letters patent, either 
to public bodies or individuals. Such parts of it as nJ8Y be deemed 
necea.sary are reserved for military and other public uses, amI the 
remainder is usually conceded, subject to the payment of lod-8 et vClI tes. 

The seminary domain was granted by Monsieur de Chauvigny, the 
govETIlor of the province. to th£> S£>minary of Quebec, on the 29th of 
October; 1-686. by which concession the whole extent of beach in front, 
and reaching to the low-water mark in the river St. Charles, was con­
fumed to it. . Tili. grant is quoted by Le Maitre La Morill., Arpenteur 
lloyal et Jure .. Qu<IJec, in hi. protes verbal, dated , 1758, 
wberein he m.Ut.utely e.NCl'ibes the boundaries of both domains, and also 
01 the ground g.,u,ted to the Hatel-Diou. The seminary's domain is 
-rlf .. iojlow8: begiRning at the sepa:ation from the king'. domain 
... -the.J..o-e.T"""". il penes betw_ the howes of the Honoumble 
Ht.~ .... ..noL.x.-. Tod~ from· wbomoe it extends in an easterly 

L 1. 
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direction as far as the 10,.-_ mark. Returning ta the /irot.4nen;. 
tioned separation from the king'8 domain, it s.ape. 0_1,. a w~ 
west eou ... · as far as the pretbytery, near tbe catholic cathedral, wllere 

it takes • directi"" nearly north-westerly to the Freneh barying-ground. 
or Cimetiere des Pioote.; and from then .. it ends by a line rutuIiIIg 
north eleven degrees west by compass to the low-water mark, dhidiDg 
on this side tbe domain from the grounds of the H6tel-Dieu. From 
M'Callum's to·Messrs. Munro and Bell'. wbarf, the line is occupied .., 
a continuation of water.side premises and wharfs, cdnveniently .itu&iod 
towards the St. Lawrence, and well calculated for the extensive sbipp;ng 
concerns of their respective owners. From the avenue leading do'tm to 
Munro and Bell's, the Rue Sault au Matelot is prolonged in a.w_l, 
direction as far as La Canoterie, so close under the cliff 88 to admit of 

only one row 8(t.house,; and a1thougil by undermining and cutting 
away the rock 80 as to make it quite perpendicular. the street has been 
rendered as convenient 88 the nature of circumstanOOfl would admit, yet 
in one place. with all these contrivances, it is no more than twelve feet 
wide. In the rear of these houses is another line of wharfs, that can 
he reached by river craft at or a little hefore high water only. Over 
these 'wharfs a new street (St. Paul'&), long projected, was some years ago 
opene~ and is now become a great thoroughfare, comtnunicating at one 
end by an angle with St. Peter-street, and at the other with a new street 
leading to St. Roch. From the end of Rue Sault au Matelot a bill 
communicates with tbe Upper Town by Hope Gate. Proceeding welt­

ward throngh St. Charles and St. NichoIas.<!treets, tlaere ia a range of 
.pacious wharfs, the king's storehouses and wharf., the batteauz.-,....o. 
and the jetty. The latter was no m_ tIIon a loose p;1e of iKlge. oIooeo; 

""tending from high to low water mark, and covered with. platfOllD 
thot served as a public promenad~. ·It ia at p<eoent portI,y. o..,bocI.ied 
into wharfs, and partly left in its original ... de .aie. In \be ~. 
yard the boat, and hatteaus: """,toyed in the oervi .. of ~_ 
built, repaired, and laid up daring doe winter. 

On the western lide of Bt. Nicholas-ctreet, aDd fronting .thAt of Bt. 
Vallier, are the mini of the int.eD ....... paIaoot. .A.fW itH......q_ ill 
1759 bllt .little Bttentjoo ow .. paid to it; and iIi tbe yeil' 17'16 itl1'llia'" 
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a ,.1_ ... as·OO!IIpIele,l'! COl' when the .Americana, under Arnold. block. 
~ the oity, .aey found mean. to e.tabli.b a body of troops within it; 
bllt they w~ 6OO!l a1'Ierward.s dislodged from their quarter. by shelb 
thrown fl'OlD. the guriJoo, which set it on fire, and nearly consumed the 
wbole. NeIlr the ruiaa is a small building preserved in good repair, and 

.ppropriated f"" some time as the residence of the chief engineer of the 
garrison. Since the period Qfits demolition. a small part that required bot 
little expense to restore has been converted into government storehouses. 
The distinction of I.e PaIai. is still applied to a part of the Lower Town, 
in the neighbourhood of the ruins. Between Le Palai. and the beach 
i, the king'. wood-yard, occupying a large plot of ground, wherein a 

sufficient quantity of {\let for a year's consumption of the whole garrison 
is al~ys kept in srore. By its nortJlem side ii constructed an artificial 
road, .ubstantially wharfed so as to prevent its inundation by the flood 
tides that rise in the estuary of the river St. Charles, along the banks of 
which it runs. Regular·slants at convenient distances descend from the 
level of the road to the beach, whieh is always crowded with river craft, 
boats and rafts, the two former bringing generally deals, provisions and 
fGrage to market. and the latter consisting chiefly of fire-wood.' 

On the western side of the wood.yard the suburb of St. Roch com· 
mences, and extends in a westerly direction to La Vacherie; n distance 
of 785 yards, and from the COteau Ste. Genevieve to the river St. Charles 
about 780 yards. Towards La Vacherie especially the extension of the 
suburb., has been of late extremely rapid, and the fields formerly occu· 
tried as grasing grounds are·.DOW in a great- measure covered with 
houoe.. The streets, though narrow, are Icgularly built and straight, 
CNIIiRg."each other at right angles. - . The greater part of the houses 
be of wood, but a few of thruoe lately conatructed are not destitute 
-of.·. ,sbowy -eltterior. The._cburch of St. ,Rooh is • handsome hut 
plain, ._~ ,of Wge dimensions. The ground on which it stsnds 
_ 'a -(tee 8ift.~.}, More. Eoq.; and the},olifiee itself W~ erected 
Uncienlle potrGDage of the late.:atJ..lic bishop!', who was also the patron 

..... nil.;: ........ whaIe.-,,{nu .... eJniaaa tIHatI ftIIlde:ied him oae of tIM! .",,1.,.'* • ......, iUl...., iJltd tile QiJebee ~c ... 
LL2 
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of a public school in this suburb, and another in St. JoI!n'.. The inha­
bitants of St. Rocb are entitled to vote for tbe repreoentativea in parl~ 
ment for the Lower Town, whicb elects two. From the extre,"ity 'If 
the suburbs to the hanks ofthe river St. Charlea, whieh winds beautifully 
through the valley, as before mentioned, there is a large extent of fine 
meadow and pasture land. varied at intervals by gardens, and intersected 
by the road leading from the city to the former .ite of Dorchester 
bridge. 

The beaches of the rivers St. Charles and St. Lawrence, in the neigh­
bourhood of Quebec, require a few words of particular observation, as 

.they are disposed of by spedfic grants, and sometimes sold in portions at 
great prices, 01" let at high rents, or for other valuable considerations. 
That of the riYer St. Charles from llomte a. Carey to the old Dorchester 
bridge is low. flat, and generally sandy. with many groups of rocks lying 
about it, but particularly between the Point and the Jetty, where they 
almost edge the low~water channel. The space'"that lies between a line 
prolonged from St. Peter~street down to the low~water mark of the 
St. Charles and the SL Lawrence was conceded by the seminary to 
Messr!). :Munro and Bell, and within its limits these gentlemen had very 
extensive premises. that have been judiciously divided into lots and dis~ 
pnsed of to.con!)iderable advantage for the building of wluufs and other 
improvt'ments, which are rapidly proceeding. The peculiarly favounlble 
~ituation of this property, at the angle of the Quebec rock, has led to its 
selection as a fit site for the erection of the New Exchange, which is 
an elegant gray cut-stone eclifice. supported by an arched colonnade and 
piazza, and f>tanding conspicuous on 8 projecting wharf. The edifice if 
65 feet long hy 84 broad. On the first floor is the read4J;JS.tPinD, 60 feet 
by 30; and above 18 the room appropriated-to the colIllll!kUte of trade, a 
deposit room, and ft.ur other apartments. UpOQ an~fWbarf, near 
the Exchange, is a market for'the immediate aooomDl~n of tl.t 
quarter of the Lower Town. The Exchange i. well .it......a to be made 
a aailing-mark, by which directiolll might be laid down ."vent veosela 
in coming to their anchorage before the town from ke4ing too much 
within the river St. Charles, where, at half ebb, they wq\llll get lIjpOUM 
upon the reef that stretch .. nearly acroas ita mouth. l"1'GIJl Bell'. Wharf 
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down to the ~ of the St. Lawrence .t low water the distance is 286 
feet, nearly all a reef of flat roeks j and in a north..eastel'ly direction, the 
Pointe .. Carey. a large irregular ridge. runs about 240 yards beyond the 
wharf". It leav .. a narrow passage for the channel of the St. Ch.rle •• 
trom whence another chain of rocks ranges in different directions about 
the entrance of it. which at low water is uncovered, and at high water 
ha8 about two fathoms and a half upon it. From the Grand Battery on 
the cliff, a little before the flood tide makes, two distiftct reefs can be 
seen stretching across it, nearly parallel to each other. The entrance into 
it is close within Pointe a. Carey. where several sand-banks form two or 
three different passages between them. 

The construction of a pier across the ebtuary of the St. C1HIrles is 
It measure of the greatest practieability and of paramount importance 

under every aspect, and a subject that was brought under the notice of 
the legislature in 182:), when it received the most sf>rious consideration 
in committee. and was" very favourably reported upon; but no bill has 
yet been introduced tending to encourage so momentous an undertaking. 
The most judicious position contemplated for the erection of such a pier 

iR decidedly between the New Exchange and the Beanport distillery and 
mills. a direct distance of 4.300 yards. which. with the exception merely of 
the channels of the St. Charles (that are nei ther very broad nor deep. ltor 
numerous). is dry at low water. and affords every advantage calcnlated 
to facilitate the construction of a work of that nature. It appears that 
anterior to the conquest the French govemment had entertained some 
views in relation to so great an amelioration; but the subject seems to 
have n~ver been properly taken up until H~22J when the project was 
submitted to the governor in chief of the province by James George. 
Esq. ~ Quebec mercbant. conspicuou8 for his zeal and activity. as well 
in promoting this particular object, as in forwarding the views of the 
s.t. La.wre~ Company. an usociation formed avowedly for the im .. 

v-ement of the nlWigation of the St. Lawrence. 
Of the """.fiIl1<> be derived from thus docking the 8t. Charles no 

one can·doubt, whether tbe undertaking be considered in a local. muni­
djIal,;or ... u .... Nial point of view. A,. mean. of extending the bound .. 
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Yi .. of the Lower Town, alld bringing under mare' immediate impt'OT&­
ment tbe extens\Vl! beach .. of the St. Charles, il ;, of the greatest Colll.~. 
queD(~; whUst it will open a more direct and oonsidenibly shorter ftcee8IJ 

to the city from the fine country to tbe nortb-eaot, and therefore ful'thl!r 
en~urage the introduction of produce into the Quebec markets, and 
also facilitate the more frequent and general intercourse between tolhl 
and country. Property in its vicinity would be amazingly enhanced in 
value, whetherton the Beauport or the QuebeC shore; and we aim05t 
might look forward to the period when both hank. of the St. Charles 
would be identified as the Lower Town. 

Commercially considered, this pier (which would at first form. a 
6de.d<xk th.t might eventually be ronverted into a _I.dock) would be 
of incalculable advantage from the great facilities it would offer to the 
general trade of the place, and especially the timber.trade, wllieh bas 
frequently involved its members in much perplexity, owing to the 
deficiency that exists of some secure dock or other similar reservoir, 
where tbat staple article of the colony might be safely kept, and where 
ships might take in their cargoes without being exposed to the numerous 
difficulties and momentous los~ often sustained in loading at moorings 
in the coves or in harbour. By building the outward face of the pier in 
d&p water. or projecting wharfs from it, an exten8ive advantage would 
also be gained, affording increased conveniences in the unlading aud 
lading of vessels. In fact, it would be impossible, in summarily noticing 
the beneficial tendency of this great work, to particularize its manifold 
advantages: they are too weighty to be overlooked either by the legis­
lature or the community at large, and will doobtl ... dictate the expe­
diency of bringing them into effectual openrtion. The diftl!re#t mod .. 
6Uggested of rai.ing the capital required for !he ~ndertakiog are, 1st, 

from the provincial revenue by the annual 'Yote of a loan; tndly, ~ 
an act vesting it in the city of Quebec, by way of I""n to the city. to be 
refunded by the receipts of rents and dock dues arising from the wor!I:; 
Sdly, by an act of incorpofttion, ttl. province taking a' sbire in the 1toeIr, 
and appointing commiAlaione,,; tthly, by on act of inc:orpmStion only." 

From the western boundary of tbe Seminary Dom.;" 111 ,. .. tile· 
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Jetty, or iltone l>fke, Ibe beech belong. to the HOtel-Dieu, and, with 
• tile right of fiJhery, w .. granted to it in 1648; but the greater part baa 

b,oen conceded by that establishment to different person., and is now 
QCCUp(ed eitllet 86 wlw:fs, dock~yards, or timber-grounds. From the 
Jetty, &i far as St. Roch-etreet, the whole of the beach is reserved by 
government, beyond which the remaining portion, in front of St. Roch, 
was gl1Ulted by the crown to the Hoo. John Richardson of Montreal, 
in trust for the ~eirs of the late 'Villiam Grant, Esq .• from whom it was 
acquired by the late John Mure, Esq., and is now the property of Mr. 
Pazer. It is divided into several dock-yards, wharfs, and timber-grounds, 
and occupied by various lJersons. Among the former, Goudie's yard is 
the most eminent and complete. where ship-building upon an enlarged 
scale has been carried on for many years. There is in this dock-yard a 
spacious saw-mill. with numerous sets of saws. worked with prodigious 
velocity by a steam-engine of considerable power. Campbell's \Vharf 
projects so far into the river as to form rather a remarkable featur~ in 
looking toward Dorche;ter bridge. The large building fonnerly called 
Grant's :Mill still f('wains upon it, though in ruins. Within these pre­
mises there is a very extensive wet dock, or dam, for keeping timber 
afloat. From the line of La Vacherie up to tlle she of the old..bridge. 
the beach on either side of the channel is generally used as timber. 
grounds. and provided with extensive booms, &c. The bed of the St. 
Charles is fiat. At low water the two channels are narrow. winJit1g, and 
freque~tly divided by wide.spreading shoals of sand or mud. When the 
tide is out, the water in them varies from 8 to 27 inches. but at full flood 
the average is from two to two fathoms and a half. 

Do~e8ter bridge was origin&lly situated higher up the river, at the 
termination of the road ill the rear of Lynd', farm on one side, anu the point 
of jUllction of the Beaupo~t and Charle.bourg road. on the other. This 
rouw. however. heine very circuitous, public convenience suggested the 
ex~ of building & new bridge neerer the town, and an act to that 
e&ct J,l!!/IIOIl .th.e prqvincia! legiolature several years ago, authorizing 
H_JollII~aIllLCharl .. SlIlitil to build the existing toll-bridge. 
"I!IJlod .. qljobtileliol QDe. Thene .. ~ .. ter bridge may be con.idered 
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as situated at the mouth of the St. ChOfles, as both ,40,... lower down 
• 

trend outward, and form the expansive estua.ry of that river. The bridF 
fonus a direct continuation of Craig-street, one of the leading thorough .. 
fares of the suburb of St. Roeh, and, independent of its incalculable 
utility, constitutes one of the greatest ornaments of that part of the 
town. It is snpported by substantial frame piers filled with stones, and 
its surface. which is macadamized, lies on a perfect level with the roads 
which it connects. l>rojecting from the centre pier, i!1 the manner of 
wings. aTe two light buildings, neatly fitted up, and occupied by restau­
rateurs. Detwecn the last pier and the abutment on the llenuport side 

• 
is the drawbridge, ('onstmcteu to admit the passage of river craft or 
larger vessels that are sometimes launched from or repaired in the dock. 
yards above the bridge. The prospect on every side from the bridge is 
agreeable and plcasing: the to\'\1I1, suburbs, and the cape, arc seen to 
great adyantage. It is always kept in good repair, although the toll is 
frequently avoided by p.,engers going along the beach at low water: 
in winter, as soon as a solid track can be made upon the iC'f', this evasion 
is almost general. At the northern extremity of Dorchester bridge is 
the valuable estate of J. Anderson, Esq., and some distal1ce beyond it, 
on the.Charlesbourg road, the elegant country seat and residence of C. 
Smith. :Esq.-two gentlemen who arc the chief proprietors of the bridge, 
and have Jaid out a considerable capital in its constnlction. 

The suburb of St. John, above the Coteau Ste. Genevi{'ve, is built 
on yery uneyen ground, with an elevation towards the Grande A1lee, or 
road to Sillery. It occupies a mile in length by half a mile in breadth, 
and is increa. .. ing very fast in buildings as well a& populAtion. There are 
several paralId streets crossed by others at right angles. except George. 
street, which takes a diagonal direction acroas Richelieu and Olivier . . 
streets, connecting this suburb with St. Roeh, by the Cote d'Abraham, 
and .communicating with the road to Lorette. St. John-street is the 
principal one, and from the end of it the road continues to St. Foi. In 
different parts of this suburb many well-puilt houses pre&eJl~ themselvea, 
several of which are of stone. On the south side of 81. Jobrwtreet are the 
protestant hurial-ground and chapeL In the elect1on. for membm of 



GRANDE ALLEE-ABRAHAM'S PLAINS. !!61l 

pArliament, the Inhabitants of St. John's suburb are entitled to vote for 
tile two who represent the Upper Town . 

. : . On the Chemin de Ia Grande AlIee,just beyond St. Louis-gate, is the 
hoUJe and garden formerly belonging to :Mr. Jones, and now occupied by 
the Hon. John Stewart; further along the road, on the left hand side. is 
the building still called Ferguson's House. standing on the highest 
ground of the celebrated plains of Abraham, and in the occupation of 
Colonel Dumford, the commanding royal engineer in the province. It 
is calculated to be 880 feet above the level of the river, and commands 
most of the works on this side of the town. except Ulose on the very 
summit of Cape Diamond, which are still lligher by 10 or 15 feet. To 
diminish the probability of this eminence being ever seized upon as a 
point of offence against the city, four ~1artello towers have been erected 
some distance in advance of it, extending from the St. Lawrence, across 
the peninsula, to Ste. Genevieve, at between 50.0 and 600 yards' distance 
from each other, and 80 posted that they can s~eep the whole breadth of 
the plains; they are ;'ery solidly construct£d, and their batteries mount 
guns of heavy calibre. Proceeding along the Grande Allee westward, on 
the left.hand side arc spveral large pieces of ground belonging to the 
Hotel~Dieu, and the Ursuline convent; on the opposite side, well cul~ 
tivated fields and rich pastures spread down to the Ste. F~i road. The 
four meridian stones fixed in 1790 'by the late Major Holland·, then 
surveyor-general of Canada, are placed at convenient distances from each 

• Thi, higblylCi.entifie ud mt'ritorioul offieer was surveyor-general of the whole of British 
North America antt>riorly to the American re1'Olution. He was at the taking of Lewisburg, 
and lnbeequlDtly at the reduction of Quebec in 1759, and stood n~r General Wolfe when that 
gttat hero feU on the plains of Abraham. The gallant general, as n testimony of his regard, 
preeenUd Major (than Captain) Holland wlti. bi, pistola, and left him the grcatetlt part of his 
plate. Several yan befoN hi, death in 1801, Major Holland luffe«d a severe attllck oithe 
J*lay, which deprind sovemment of hie. valuable llletnces in hi, important department. He 
dUd. alter aearly Afty ytarl of actin' sem~, a member of the Legislative and Executive Coun­
eilt of~' Canada, ud carried with him to the grave the re.pect and aineere regrets of aU 
"ho hid. bcnn him. My frientl .nd patron in the early period of my profeuioual ~r, sa 
wall ... --1 ~ ill oIlce and Def.I' rel.tive, I ihoaId be 'W1"OUgiDg thv.e fM-lings ofjP 
tieucle that 1 '-1 ... h1I flieMabip. were 1 to withhold tbU feeble tribllte to his superior merita 

oadhli_. 
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other across tbe plains: they represent a line astt-"coIIy north, aDd 
were established for the purpose of adjusting the illltrum ... ta uoed in tIiIe 
public surveys of lands. One of them tMt .toed in the lingle of a field 
redoubt where General Wolfe is said to have breathed his last, has been 
greatly impaired by the pious reverence of Cllrimu strangers, who, with. 
ing to bear away a relic of any thing from the spot consecrated by the 
hero's death, have broken off pieces of the stone placed there thirty years 
after that event. The object for which these meridjan stones were 
placed has since been frustrated by the extension of the suburbs of St. 
Lewis and St. John, the blJildiIlgS of which intercept the view from the 
one to the other. When meridians are established in various parts of' 
the province for the convenient verification of surveys, as is about to be 

done, new meridians will be required at Quebec, so situated, jf possible, 
as to prevent the recurrence of such interception. 

Beyond these stones are some open fields belonging to the Hotel­
Dieu, but retained by go-vernment for military uses. One of these on 
the left towards the St. Lawrence is converted into" a race.ground, where 
the lovers of turf-sports meet twice a yenr, generally in .June and Sep­
tember, to enjoy the exciting amusement ofhoTse-ra.cing. The course is 
a mile in circuit, and its situation so truly delightful that it is well cal­

culated of itself to attract numerous visitel's. To the westward of the 
rnc(>-course is a property originally belonging to the late Right Rev. Dr. 
Mountain, nishop of Quebec j and contiguous to it is the beautiful 
estate of the heirs of the late Han. ~fr. Percival, called Spencer '''ood, 
fannerly known by the name of rowel Place, and which used to be the 
country residence of the governor-general. Woodfield, the property of 
\r. Shepherd, Esq. i~ another valuable and elegant estate, which, from its 
charming position, is v~ry deserving of notice. The beach directly under 
the height upon which these houses stand is divided into many valuable 
timbcr grounds, extending to tl~e westward as far as Pointe a Puisge8ux, 
which chiefly belonged to the original firm of M ....... Patteroon, Dyke, and 
Co. W' olfe', Cove is the largest of all the blly. in the vicinity of the clty, 
and memorableas the landing_place of the Engli.h army which achieved. the 
conquest of the capital in 1159. It i, generally a scene of great lI<ltivity in 
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tile tilDber tnde; duriag !be SURlI.".. oeason, numbers of ships are conti­
qeolly ..... anchored in groups befOl'e the premise. of the different mer­
chants, it is principolly, !Joe ~ of Messrs, Grant and Greenshields. 

The city, whooe WOBt vulnerable part is towards the plains of Abra­
ham. is fortified by a strong line of regular works, from Cape Diamond 
to c.oteau Ste. Genevieve, wi,th ditch, covered way, glacis. &c., strength­
ened by some exterior works between St. L()uis-gate and St. John's-gate. 
well calculated to render the approach to the town by the main roads 
exceedingly difficult, if not impracticable j but from the ground. rising a 
little towards the plain, it has ~en deemed expedient to construct the 
l\Iartello towers before-mentioned, to prevent any advantage being taken 
of its superior elevation. 

In its present state Quebec may rank as a fortress of the fil'(t conse­
quence: the citadel on the highest part of Cape Diamond presents a 
fonnidable combination of powerful works, whence a strong wall. snp­
ported, by small batteries in different places, runs to the edge of the pre­
cipice, along which it is continued to the gateway leading to the Lower 
Town, which is defended by heavy cannon, and the approach to it, up 
)loulltain-street, both enfiladed and flanked by many guns of large 
calibre; thence a line of defence connects with the grand battery, a 
work of great strength, armed with a formidable train of twenty-four 
pounders, .and commanding. the basin and passage of the rh·er. Hence 
another- line is carried on past the Hope and Palace Gates, both protecten 
by similar defences to those of Prescott Gate, until it fonns a junction 
with the bastion of the Coteau du Palais. 

The general hoopital stands on the hank of the river St. Charles, 
aOOlJt tL mile distant from the city~ in a healthy, pleasant situation, sur­
rounded by fine fields and meadows, having its front towards the road 
~ Chemin de I'HOpital General. It was founded in 1698, by Mon­
,NII\U: ' St. Vallier, j>i.ohop of Quebec, for the relief of sick and disabled 
~.o£.all ~ ... , It is governed by a superieure, La Reverende 
w.elit,A",*,attbe.lMad oflorty-fonrnuns. -It has • regularfron!, 228 

l!eotil) length, and f!'i1ll" ..... ly •• quare. The main body of the building 
iJ Dfel'$in breMItIr;. bui OR the S.W. side a range, ISO feet in length, 
pl"Ojecting from it, i. 50 feet in-breadth. Detached from the principol 
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The communication between Quebec and :Montreal has been rendered 
not only easy and expeditious, but even agreeable by the improvements 
that have, within late }'cars. taken place in the construction of steam­
boats on the St. Lawrcnee. 1'he first steam-boat that plied on the St. 
Lawrence was lauJlched in the year 1812, which, from that circumstance, 
forms an epoch in the history of both towns, inasmuch as this application 
of' the steam engine in that quarter gave quite a new and very vigorous 
impulse to the commercial relations and ~neral intercourse of one place 
"ith the other, and in fact imparted additional energy to the whole of 
the mercantile and trnding concerns of the (..'Ountry. The original intro­
duction of steam navigation into Canada is one of those important ame­
liorations, flJr which the inhabitants are indebted to .John Molso,,~ Esq .• 
an enterprising citizen of Montrea1. wlw at once embbrked a large capital 
in the undertaking; and, although he was countenanced in his plans. at 
the time. by the provincial legislature. he never obtained Bny exclusive 
privilege, and has in consequence been, of late years, obliged to contend 
with several powerful competitors for the palm of public favour. As 
the competition increased it became advisable to fonn a company, whose 
united capital might be adequate to the losses that were often consequent 
upon opposition and rivalship. and accordingly an association was formed, 
called the St. Lawrence Steam-Boat Company. in which. we suppose, were 
m~rged the steam-boat interests of Messrs. Molson and SOilS, the chief 
proprietors The boats are in general gracefully moulded and re. 
markably well finished; and the cabins. both for the ladies and gentle­
men, fitted up with much elegance and taste: the table is liberally pro­
"ided with excellent fare, and the dessert u8ually exhibits a good display 
of the most delicious fruits of the country, whilst the attendance is re­
spectable and comfortable. Steamers start alm08t every day from both 
cities. and perform the ,"oyage up the river in from 86 to 40 houn, but 
they are neveral hours less in accomplishing the trip downward.&, from 
the advantage of having a current setting in this direction 88 far U 'the 
Richelieu, where they meet with the tide. In the expeditious tru ... 

port of troops and military store8 th ... vessel. are of the grea~t moment 
to government, and viewed as a safe and sure means of forwarding with 
despatch forces that might he required on an emergency. in rem~ pull 
of the colony, their importance cannot be overrated. 



STEAM AND TEAM J!QATS. 

S_ 'If S_ atul Team.JJoaU plying on the St. Lmcrenu, 
in Lower Canada, 1829. 
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J • The John M'01&ou 500 120 10 7 () 1 I I :i 10 The boats mnrked thus * bdong 
2* - Quebec. 500 00 ,.. . .. I '" ... ... to the St. Lmncncl' I:;team~ 

~I: = ~h~:n~~ftlure ~ ~ ... ::: I ,':' ... ::: Loat Company. I 
iii. _ Laprairie )00 30 ... . .. I '" ... ... Belongs to J ohn lH 'Kenz.i~ Md 
~ - Wall'rloo 130 45 ... ... ... ... '" others of l\fontrcru. 
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7 - Riehelieu . 350 45 ... •.. ... ... ... lIun. Mo.tthew Bell and othl!rll, 

- Hercules 600 100 •.• •.. .•. ... .,. ~o a comJlnny at l\!ontrcuJ. 
- St. Lawrence 350 f'J5 ... ... ". . .. 
~ Lo.dyuftheLukel 10 2U " .. . .. . ... ", u ~rge Grofield nnd othen. 

1 _ Edmond 11("01'}' 00 1·1,j I I 11'0 Edmond Hcnry,ElIq. & otllcrs. 
2 - MODtrell.l .. 9() 45 Tu 1\[ Raymond, E$!}. J":Iprairie. 

T I'QIII [lOOls. 

11
30 

I 
4d. nerose. 

Tt Dm Dual,. 

To Mr. J ames IWKenzie, Point 
Levi. 

-LI I 1'0 I :U. ncro&!. IIJt.!on:::in" to furmen at Point 
: __ . __ . __ ~ ~ -:-_-:-_-:--:: I.eil. 0 

Total, 16 lIteUn.bOI.tt, .ad " team-boe.u, plying on the St. IAl.wrcuoo. 
- 60 riyU' craft. nang_tillg between Quebec _lid MOlltreal, of 25 to J 00 toIlS uurthell. 

Rate of' freipt, per ton, 7 •. 6d. 
Squar.riged ...... Gao the ltQcU nt Mont'Hl 2 

Do. do. do. .Ilt Quebec 9 8""",_ . 2 

'fotal, 11 2 

"t"be:rt..re..uo 51 1tftD1-'bo.t. on the Ottawa river plying between Grenville and Hun, 1 Ue.. 
~ t.:ChiDe and Poiut Fortune, and 1 between La Cliine and the Cascadett. 
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Besides the !Iteam-boats mentioned in the foregoing table, a vessel 
of large tonnage (stated at 700 or SOD tons) is now on the stocks at 
Quebec, and will soon be laune,hed·, destined to navigate as a steam 
packet between thnt capital and Halifax. Nova SC<"tia: such an event 
must conspicuously mark the period of its realization, from the 
powerful influence it will nl'cessarily exercise upon the relations nOW 

subsisting betwixt the chief towns of both provinces. Thus will be 

formed an extensive line of steam ves'sel communication from the 
Atlantic sea coast to Amherstburgh, one of the remote settlements 
of Upper Canad.:'t, a distance exceeding 1500 statute miles, which we 
may expect soon to sec extended to the head of Lake Huron, and 
eventually to the western extremity of Lake Superior, about 700 miles 
beyond Amherstburgh, yielding n grand total of nearly 2'lOO miles of 
int~ steam navigation. Viewing at one comprehensive glance. this 
immense continuity of navigable waters, composing one vast and majestic 
stream, and 'embracing within the object~ of our contemplation the 
gigantic length of thc Mississippi, whose surface is swarming with steam­
boats to a distance of nearly 2000 miles from its mouth; it is impossible 
to resist the powerful appeal that such stupendous objects make to our 
admiration, especially when we behold these tWD mighty rivers, with 
their sourcc!"! in comparative proximity flowing in almost opposite di­
rcctions through thE: westerp half of an immense continent, to wRste 
their waters in the broad bosom of the ocean. 

The navigation being closed in November, the intercourse between 
Quebec and Montreal is carried on in winter by stages that start regu­
larly from each city thrice a week. and perform the journey in two days. 
the interveni.ne night being devoted by the travellers to rest. The 
vehicle consists of a sledge or carriole. well supplied with bumio robes, 
and faced and canopied with painted canvas, so arranged 88 to be rolled 
up on the sides jf necessary. It is calculated to hold six ~th a 
proportion of luggage, and is drawn by two horses driven t8;a~,~~~ne 
before the other. in consequence of the narrowness of winter roads. and 

• We understand t1uI.t the COlIlmand is to be given to Mr. Jones, late of H. M. S. Huuar, 
Q gentleman ill.. every Wlpt:!.:t compe~ut to the aituation, and well acquainted with the gulf and 
river St. Lawrence below Quebec 
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changed at stages of ten miles. The accommodation at the various inns 
on the road is generally good, and often very comfortable, as during that 
season the different establishments arc well supported by the constant 
travelling between both cities. Travellers may also proceed by posting, 
there being geJlcrally several additional horses kept at the places of relief 
beyond what are necessary for the regular stage. In travelling below 
~u~bec the same mode may be adopted on the southern shore of the St. 
La".'rence, where post-horses may yet be had at the old post-houses, 
although these have ceased, we understand, to be any longer maintained 
under the direction and superintendence of the deputy-postmaster­
general of the province. The expense of posting is general1y one shilling 
a league during summer and winter, or fifteen-pence in spring and au­
tunm j the charges of tolls and ferries must be borne by tl~ travellers. 

The conveyance of the regular mail from the post-office at Quebe-c 
is a distinct concern from stages or posting: it is forwarded by ('ouriers 
who leave Quebec and Montreal every day at four o'clock in winter, and 
one hour later in summt'T. Quebec being the central point wbence the 
general concerns of the post-office are managed. and the focus us it were 
of the mails that are despatched to all parts of the colonies and the 
United States, we will llere introduce a serie::; of accurately framed tables 
of distances, showing not only the relathe situation of particular places. 
but the prices of postage between each. 

Between the city and Point Levi, on the opposite shore of the St. 
Lawrence, a steam ferry-boat plies regularly every half hour from six 
o'clock in the morning to eight in the evening. performing lht' trip 
across in from ten to fifteen minutes. 'There are also three horse-boats, 
to which the preference is generally given by the country people in 
bringing their produce to market: A great number of other ferry-boats are 
likewise continually passing to and fro, the principal part of which belongs 
to the inhabitants a~ut the Point, as they are all permitted, by regula~ 
tion, to ply with their boats, on condition of receiving no more than the 
established rates, which are very moderate. In almost any weather they 
will cross in their canoes, which are large and very strong. being made 
from the trunk of a tree, hollowed out, or more frequently of two joined 
together, and firmly secured on the inside; they are managed. with great 

NN 
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dexterity, and sometimes take as many as eight passengers, besides the 
three or four men who work them. In the winter, when large masses 
of ice are floating up and down with the tide, and often, when there is 
a strong breeze, impelled at the rate of three or four knots an hour, this 
passage is singularly laborious, and to all appearance extremely hazardous, 
yet it ~s very rare that a fatal accident has happened; in snow~storms, 
indeed. they have been frequently driven several leagues out of their 
course, either above or below the town, without knowing whereabouts 
they were, but have always reaelled tlujr place of destination sooner or 
later. It is not an Hncommon thing to sec several of these large canoes, 
laden with provisions for the market, crossing the river as nearly in a 
lint' as they arc able to k~ep. The cargoes arc gencrally secured by a strong 
lashing j they. arc provided with strong poles, having iron hooks at the 
end for grappling hold of the ice, and drag ropes. '''hen large sheets of 
ice oppose their progress, tll e men, by means of the poles and ropes, which 
they employ with an uncommon ability, get the canoe upon it, and by 
main force drag it perhaps fifty or sixty yards, or until tlley find a COli· 
venient opening to launch it again among the smaller fragments, and 
then, using their paddles, they proceed until they are intercepted by 
another fiat, upon which it is again hoisted as before, continuing thus in 
toilsome succession across tIle river. l"requently, while they are forcing 
it over a sheet of icC', their slipJ,ery foundation breuks beneath them; hut 
thpy mostly contrive to skip nimbly into the canoe, and evade the dif. 
ficulty. Often in pursuing their course through a narrow vein of water 
between two enormous masses, they are suddenly closed upon; and. at 
the moment when a stranger would imagine the canoe must be ground 
to atoms by the (.'Ollision. they skilfully contrive. by means of their poles, 
to make the pressurt. of the two bodies act upon the lower part of their 
vessel, and, with a littt':! assistance of their own. heave it upon the sur­
face. over which it is pushed and dragged as before • 

• 
They are amazingly steady ill this lahorious work. and long habit 

seems to have expelled from their minds every senae of danger. ThU8 
employed, they appear to be insensible to the seventy of the ,cold; they 
are not encumbered with much clothing. which is a.a light and u w.arm 

as they are able to procurP. If one of them happens to get an nn]n~y 
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plunge, he is extricated by his comrades 88 expeditiously as possible; 
when a hearty coMp de ntm all round, with which they are never unpro­
"ided, is the usual remedy for such misfortunes. When they arrive at 
the landing before the market-place, sometimes the tide is low, and the 
ice fonning the solid border perhaps ten or twelve feet above them; in 

this case they jump out as fast as they enn, an but one man j and while 
the rest: are getting a firm footing above, he fastens the drag rope to the 
fore part of the canoe, and immediately assisting his comrades, the whole 
is hauled up by main force out of the water, when the ladh)g, consisting 
of poultry. carca.~scs of sheep or pigs, of fish or other articles, is transferred 
without delay to the market-places. 

It has been said by many writers, that during the winter vegetables 
and milk in a frozen st.1.te are brought from distant pla('cs; this certainly 
used to be the case, but now these articles are furnished in thl' best state 
all the year round. from the farms and gardens in thE' vicinity. '''' hell 
the river take., i. e. is frozen over from (~ll('bf'c to Point Lc'vi, which, of 
late years, has rarely happened, it is not only productive of much nmuse~ 
ment. but of great advantage to the city, as well as to the inhabitants of' 
the sout.hern ,.hore, who can at that time bring their prorlucc to market 
in large quantities without inconvenience. Hay, fire-wood, and all bulky 
articles of consumption are furnished in abuT1dancc, and thc consumers 
usually experience a great reduction in pric:e in cons('(jUellCe of such all 
influx. As soon as the surface is deemed sufficiently .'iolid, tIle roml 
across it is immediately traced out, and continues under the inspection 
of the Grand royer of the district, who causes proper beacons to be set 
up on each side, and at interva1s where they are required. When the 
river has taken in the north channel between the Island of Orleans nnd 
the Main (the southern channel is never froz~n over). which is the case 
every year, the markets of the city never fail to feel the effect of it, as 
abundance of provisifns of all kinds, the growth of that fruitful spot, 
which have been prepared for the approaching season, are immediately 
brought in: considerable supplies are drawn thence during the summer, 
hut neb IS do not spoil by keeping are commonly retained, tmtil this 
"iJ!kjrtuaity admits of their heing sent with much I ... trouble and 
t!lIjIeoiR: 
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The summer seenery of the enVlrons of Quebec may vie in exquisite 

beauty, variety, magnificence, sublimity, and the naturally harmonized 
combination of all these prominent features, with the most splendid that 
has yet been portrayed in Europe, or any other part of the world. 
'fowards Beauport, Charlebourg, and Lorette. the view is diversified 
with every trait that can render a landscape rich, full, and complete; 
the foreground shows the River St. Charles meandering for many miles 
through a rich and fertile valley, embellished by a succession of objects that 
diffuses an unrivalled animation over the whole scene. The three villages. 
with their respective churches, and many handsome detached houses in the 
vicinity, seated on gently rising eminences, form so many distinct poinb 
of view; the intervals between them display many of the most strongly 
marked specimens of forest scenery, a.nd the surrounding country every 
\vhere an appearance of fertility and good cultivation, upon which the 
eye of the spectator wanders with ceaseless delight. As the prospect 
recedes it is still interesting. the land rising in gradation, height over 
height, having the interval between succeeding elevations filled up with 
primeval forests, until the whole is tenninated by a stupendous ridge of 
mountains, who!te lofty forms are dimly seen through the aerial expanse. 
The ~ense of vision is gratified to the utmost, and the spectator never 
fails to turn with regret from the contemplation of what is allowed to 
be one of the most superb views in nature. 

Nor is it on this side only that the attention is arrested; for turning 
towards the basin, which is about two miles across, a scene present~ 
itself that is not the less gratifying for being made a secondary one; it 
is enlivened by the ever changing variety of ships coming up to and 
leaving the port. On the right hand, Point Levi, with its church and 
group of white houses. several other promontories on jthe same shore 
clothed with lofty trE'es : and the busy animation attendant on the constant 
arrival and rlepnrture of ferry-boats; in front, tie western end of the 
beautiful and picturesque island of Orleans, displaying charming and well­
cultivated .lope. down almo.t to the water's edge, backed by lofty and 
thick woods, and every where decorated with Ileat farm-houses, present 
altogether an interesting and agreeable subject to the observer. In tine stHJ 
weather, the m;"~, or ,.ejlectl of the different objects around the margin, 
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in .all their variety of colouring, are thrown across the unruffled lurface of 
the water with an almost incredible brilliance. On the plain$ of Abraham. 
from the precipice that overlooks the timber-grounds, where an incessant 
round of activity prevai1.&. the St. Lawrence is seen rolling its majestic 
wave. studded with many a sail. from the stately ship down to the humble 
fisbing-boat j the opP08ite bank, extending up the river, is highly cuI. 
tivated, and the houses, thickly strewed by the main road, from this 
height and distance. ]Iave the appearance of an almost uninterrupted 
village, as far as the eye can reach in that direction. The country to the 
southward rises by a very gentle ascent, and the whole view, which is 
richly embellished by alternations of water. woodland, and cultivation is 
bounded by remote and lofty mountains, softening shade by shade until 
they melt into air. Whoever views the environs of Quebec. with a 
mind and taste capable of receiving impression!:> through the medium of 
the eyes. will acknowledge. that. as a whole. the prospect is grand, har­
monious, and magnificent; and that, if taken in detail. every part of it 
will please. by a gradulcl unfolding of its picturesque beauties upon a 

small scale. 
North-eastward from tbe capital lie the counties Montmorenci and 

Saguenay. and part of Quebec. exhibiting in the outline by far the 
boldest features of any other part of the county. 'l'he strongly defined 
range of mountains that subsides on the Ottawa river ill front of Gren­
ville. stretching eastward across the angular tract of land formed hy the 
St. Lawrence and the Ottawa river. skirts the flourishing settlements or' 
Charlesbourg, Beauport, and the COte de Beaupre, and finally strikes the 
St. Lawrence at Cape Torment. This conspicuous mountain measures 
about 1890 feet in altitude, and from its romantic situation on the 
borders of the St. Lawrence, has acquired much notoriety, although it is 
seldom visited by travellers. It is also the first and highest of a sue­
ceuion pf gnwi~ mountains called "Lea Caps," that rise in abrupt 
.tlopes to a .considA;ra~le .elevation from the immediate level of the river. 

The mountainous character of the northern shore of the St. Law­
reqce !Day properly be said to commence at Ca~ Torment, although its 
ho!>IR\;l!l?Pve Quebec are for many miles high, bold, and majestic. From 
~ ,'l,'QrtIlent the ridge conlinues unbroken, except by tbe bed. of riv ..... 



.... ~ti·~g a degree of fiatn 
. th the oppoaite shore, w • 

_led. aad abrupt. 
T . ~ of country is traversed bet een the weat boundary 

county of Quebec and the Saguenay by ume rivers 
the best kno n and m t considera of which 

ontmorenci, the Great River or tee Anne's, the Riv. du Go , 
the 1'1al Bay, the Black River, and the Saguenay, which bou on the 

.E. the section of the province under description. there 
are m y smaller streams and tributary waters, many of im-
perishable springs that supply the in bitants with p t water, at 
t same time that they moisten d fertilize the Roil. On several of the 

1III118m1lets, as well 8S the rivers, are frequently to be found excellent mill 
ites, formed by the rapidity of the water-courses, consequent upon the 

hilly character of the country. Of the rivers above mentioned the Sa­
guenay is the only one yet known to be navigable to any extent, essels 
of any burden being able to ascend upwards of 75 miles above its estuary. 

1'he river 1tlontmorenci· remarkable, not only for the continued 
rapidity of its course, but OIl account of the Falls, situated at its mouth, 
which lie about nine miles N.E. of Quebec*, and are celebrated for their 
beight, magnificence, and beauty. Violently projected over a perpeD­
dicular rock into a precipice 240 feet deep, waters of the Mont­

morenci descend in a bright fleecy sheet, of snowy whitel~.'" 
recipient beneath, which fOllDl a deep bay, w se side 
tica11y from the foot of the FallJ, to Ul a1ti 
sum The lower legions of the clliIi are daltmJdle. 

it gndually makes ita appearance at the elev . 
coatiDues with more apparent vigo to the . h 
UIIII....." the verge of which is lined . 

• Prom Dorehester-bftdge, puaing towardi t1le PaDa, IOIIIe ".'-IIM.iIl 
fi ill die ~ ...... 
Bri&iIIl UJIly. 
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. On a m romantic position, is sit ~ 
Peter Paterson, Esquire, and once 

Duke of Kent, when that royal alld 
81 in €!anada, where bis memory continues to be 

-.,lIAIIId by many f III exalted patron and sincere friend of the people 
of . i . bing y. On the brink of the Cataract, General Hal-
4tIDa1!td, abont 46 years ago, built a smamer-house, which is still standing, 

&eJ0Dl1ll resorted to at present, from the deterioration time has effected 
in its CMldition and security, although it continues to figure one of the 
objects in the scenery. The basin under the Falls is nearly semicircular, 
the Falls themselves occupying the depth of the segment, whilst its 
chord farms the general line of the ford which is practised at low water. 

Tlie most advantageous.view of the Falls is perhaps to be had from 
the left bmlk; but there are a variety of beautiful points of view in which 
they may be beheld. The descent to the bottom of the Falls is practicable 
on both sides, although attended with considerable fatigue, yet the vi­
siters ef this gorgeous water scene seldom sHow their ardour, in search of 
the sublime, to be checked by such difficulties, and generally explore the 
depths of the chasm, preferring, however, the N.E. side as the least pre­
cipitous of the two. The height of the Cataract of :l\1ontmorenci is indeed 
very great, when we consider that it is unbroken by any gradation what­
ever, and that the waters fall in one extended beautifuJ and undivided 
sheet; but it will bear no comparison with the stupendous elevations 
of Pyrenean or Swiss Falls, some of which exceed 1200 feet in total 
height, although the beholder cannot, at one glance, survey thil col­
lecti~e altitude, owing to the bro en and gradatory formation of the ca­

In 's l'eSpect Montmorenci is pl"obably not rivalled in the 
. ae at 0 • w tlbe sp tator embraces the tJn8embk of the ca­

to 'ts bue, in splendid magni1icence, its light 
eGII_iDlJjlled: ara1teJa fiying oW from its very 8WJlmit, in infinitely 
.. , ...... IV -jl~~"U8, him bq.bblet, biltt the majestic, heavy, 

Cft!I& from f copious columns of 
/#AMftllUy into air, amcl diacloae the glowing dyes 

• er it. wrence is frozen below 
, bieb the freezing 

• 
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descends as sleet; it there remains, and gradually enlKl'gel its base and 
its height, 8S8uming an irregularly conical form; its dimensions thus oon~ 
tinllally enlarging, be<..'Ome towards the close of the winter, stupendous; 
its utmost height in each season necessarily varies much. as the quantity 
of spray it is formed of depends on the degree in which the water pro­
ducing that spray is copious: it has not been observed higher than 126 
feet, which altitude it attained in March, 1829-the whole of the pre. 
('€ding season had been unusually humid. The face of the cone next the 
Fall presents a stalactitical strncture, not apparent elsewhere. and there 
occasioned by the dashing of water against it, which, freezing in its de. 
scent, assumes the form which characterizes it under such circumstances_ 

The whole cone is slightly, yet "ery perceptibly, tinged with an earthy 
hue. which it can only have derived from infinitely comminuted portions 
of the bed of the Montmorenci, attracted by the torrent, and conveyed 

into the atmosphere with the spray -." 
The rock, over which the stream is precipitated, consists of gneiss, 

and the remoter faces of the basin of shaly limestone. Above the Falls 
is a neat toll-bridge. and. about half a mile higher up, are the natural 
atep,¥. a section of the banks of the river, so called from its exhibiting a 
series of rectangular gradations of ro<'k, resembling stairs, and supposed, 
by some, to be formed by the abrasion of the waters, though, by others, 
deemt>d to be original in their formation . 

.1 \. t the foot of the Falls, on the western side, are situated the saw­
mills and extensive timber establishment of Mr. Paterson, a particular 
account of which is given in the Topographical Dimpnary. 

\V1th the exception of the channel COUI'8eJ of the rivers, the 
estuaries of the St. Charles, the Riv. du Gouffre, 8Qd Mal ~ are almost 
dry at low water, and afford safe and convenient s-.nds to the river craft 
and boats trading at Quebec, at St. Paul's and Murray Bayst. The 
apples from the orchards of the seigniory of La Petite Riviere near St. 
Paul's Bay are esteemed in the market, and may bEtconsidered a minor 
object of trade. At all these places several good square-rigged vessels of 

* William Grern, Eaquire Transaction. LiL and Hist . Soc. Quebec, TOt. i. p. 187. 
t Deala, board" and fire.wood, -.ith lOme whdt, COIUtitute the chief articlet of m.ae trt 

\beat th~e pIaoe., and at the EboulelnC!D" 
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from 150 to 200 tons have been occasionally launched, and two or three are 

generally to be seen every year on the stocks in the ship-yards, beside& 
several schooners. In the facility of procuring fit timber, and its consequent 
cheapnesa, consists the chief advantage of building vessels at so remote a 
distance from tht: port: an advantage which has induced some shjp~ 
owners to contract for vessels as low down as Mitis, 2]0 miles from 
Quebec. 

The communication by land with St. Paul's Day and the settle­
ments lower down has hitherto suffered some impediment from the 
badness of the road laid open in the interior along the highlands already 
rr.entioned, called ,. Les Caps :" but a recent legislative provision, for the 
amelioration of that route, will throw the Quebec markets open to the 
produce of a rich and fertile tract of tlu: tlistrict of Quebec. Below St. 

Paul's Bay, whose settlements lie chiefly in the deep vale of the Rivj(\re 
du Gouffre. or on the slope of the lofty hills that botmd the yaney. the 
traveller is oppressed with the aspect of a succession of steep and lengthy 
ascents and descents. seldom relieved by the grateful aspE'ct of the plain 
throughout the distRnce to Mal Bay, wllOse settlements are the last with 
which a land communication is kept up on that shore of the St. Law­
rence. To compensate in some degree for the fatigues of so tedious a. 
journey. the traveller almost constantly beholds a scencry well calculated 
to inspire him with ideas of the sublime, and elicit hi~ admiration. 
Exalted considerably above the St. Lawrence, he commands a magnifk'ent 
view of the majestic stream before him, its diversified islands, and the 

flourishing settlements that adorn the southern shores; and most pro~ 
bably may be seen, no insignificant objects in the landscape, the cheering 
harbingers of news and commerce sailing up or down the river. 

Interior if 1M COltfitry lying between the SAGUENAY and Hie ST. MAURICE. as 
take".fttm 'lilt RtpOr't qf JOSEPH BOl1(,HUTE, JUN. E:ttQ., Deputy.Su~yor­

. GeMf"al qf Ille Pro'tIincl. 

IT w .. reproachfully but correctly stated anteriorly to the perfonn­
anee of the exploring operations of 1828, that the country fo< ten leagues 
to the Dorthward of tbe capital of British North America was .s little or 

00 
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less known than the heart of Africa. The importance, however, of ae. 
quiring a competent knowledge of that portion of the Va.&t wilds of this 
continent lying to the north of the St. Lawrence, and withiu the probable 
range of eventual settlement, had previously been felt by a learned and 
eminent member - of the Assembly of Lower Canada, who, taking that 
~haracteristic and enlarged view of the subject which it deserved, laid 
the ground-work of those valuable explorations. that have since afforded 
so much valuable information relative to the Ilfdian country ranging 
between the Ottawa river and the Saguenay. If on the whole the re.­
sult did not prove altogether as favouJ'able as had been desirable. the 
lands in the interior having been discovered to be. in the aggregate, cha:. 
racterized more for their barrenness than their fertility. tbe accession it 
has yielded to the geographical knowledge of the provinee, is neverthe.­
less of the utmost importance; at the same time that the surveys, from 
the judicious combination of talent with which they were carried into 
effect, have tended to develope much of the geological character and 
other parts of the natuTal history of the country t. 

Under the French government there is no doubt that the interior 
of Canada was comparatively better known than it afterwards was up to 
the period of the late surveys, the religious zeal of miaionary jesuits 
having at the time led them to form establisp.ments amongst the natives 
with a view of converting them to christianity. whilst the prospects of a 
Jucrative fur trade, induced several individ.uals tu push their discoveries 
to remote parts of the Canadian wilderness. The infonnation, how .. 

* Andrew Stl.lart, Esq. The 8uhje<:t of the aett1ement of crown lands ho.d been brwSht 
under the o.ttention ',f the legislature by thc tl.ien b"Overnor~in.chief, Lord Dalhoulie{ nnd led 
to tile nomination of 1\ stundic::- committee, of which Mr. Stuart WIUI uppointcd chairmllu. 
The labours of this CODllllittec forro the subject mutter of a series of invo.luable rcPOlts, which 
contain the most useful and extensive, informution relative to the lends of the province, and 
every thing cotln~cted with their adminiitratioo. 

t Gentlemen conversant with these branchca of the Dllttural scienccs were alway. added to 
the parties. Th~ expedition to Lake St. John was divided into three parties :-One conailting 
of Mr. Boucbette, tIle Dpputy-Survcyor-O.eneral; Mr. W. Daviee, and Lieut. Oouldie. 66th 
ngitneat; another of Mr. Hamel, L. S., Lieut. '!kddeley. R. E., and Mr. BoweD; and. 8rd 
of Mr. Proulx. and 1\1r. Nixon. 66th regiJpent. 1\1r. Stuart, olle of the commilliQD8rt •. ~ 
Mr. Wagner, accompanied tlle two latter partletl to LI\ke St. John. Each pBrty bad II c:anoe, 
"nd II complemeut of four or five men, with Indians. 
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ever, that had come down to us was but vague and very imperfect. 
Jean Dll Lact. Champlain, and Charlesvoix all mention the Saguenay 
rountry. and describe it generally from the dicta of the Indians as moun­
tainous and barren, covered with perpetual snows, and altogether forbid. 
ding in its aapect i but this unfavourable account, though partially true, 
was obviously coloured by the fears of the natives from whom it was 
derived. they being desirous of damping the zeal of explorers who might 
eventually usurp the possession of their hunting grounds. Motives 
something of a similar nature, it is probable, tinctured tht! narratives of 
traders, who felt loath to encourage either competition or settlement in 
those Indian cOWltries. by (xlITnmmicating too exact a knowledge of them. 
We have. nevertheless, in Perc Charlevoix's History of New }'ranee, a 
tolerable correct map of Lake St. John and the Saguenay, which. con~ 
sidering the early period when it was drawn. added to the vestiges of 
Jesuits' settlements found at Tadoussac; Chicoutimi, and Lake St . .John, 
constitutes abundant proof that the French were not then 1l-,tIlora.nt of 
the geography of that section of the province, and tllat they looked upon 
it as not altogether unfit for colonization. It was left, however, to the 
IJrcsent age to df'velope more satisfactorily the phys.ical geography of thoM' 
regions, and much it is admitted has already been done towards the pro­
motion of that important object. 

The Ottawa river, the St. Maurice, and the Saguenay presenting 
themselves as three leading highways to the remote regions of the tf'r­
ritory north of the St. Lawrence, the plan of operations laid down by 
the commissioners in 1828, was so regulated in the different surveys, as 
tp take advantage of this circumstance; one expedition ascending one 
river. and traversing by collp.teral branches, lakes, &c. to the- other; 
whilst a second ascended another river, and penetrated to some other 
part of the country. Mr. Rouchette, at thE" head of one of the expe~ 
ditions fitted out ,for Lake St. John, took his departure from Three 
]UV<!l'O, and travelled up the St. Maurice to the trading posts at L. 
Tuqu~ situated upwards of 100 miles from the mouth of the river. He 
thence ascended the Bastonais rivet, and traversed the country, crossing 
lair.., riven, ""d portages, to the heacl.wate .. of the Ouiatshouan river, 
which he descended $a it.l clUcwg<> into Lake St. Jobn. After exploriRg 

002 
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the 88Ouapmo1UUOUl the Falls of Pemonka, d ej'iI'CnlUJlIMlvi' ting 
Lake, nt the Belle , the 'nu or 

Tsinuaawlllli 

,lacliaD DU'lcn-... ~ canoe. 
&1_..m·ce is a river ·of considerable magnitud , rising 

.. .,,... and fio ·ing generally between bold s, in a 
....... IIUD, often chequered in its career by falls and rapids. 
mouth, at Three Rivers, to La Tuque, it receives on ei bank _,_I 
large rivers, viz" the Shawenegan, Batiscan, Mats " 'ver aux 
and Bastonais .; and also numerou minor streama. The trading post 
of La Tuque is situated at the upper landing of the carrying p in 
latitude, by observation, 4.r 1 ' at" north. There is allO a post main­
tained by the Hudson's Bay Company, trading in opposition to the 
King's P t Company, that have an establi hment here, UDder the manage­
ment of a clerk. The land about La uque preaerv . th few ex­
ceptions, the nuf. ou ble character that rally pre . below it, the 
IOil, consisting of a light arid ucing a gro 
birch, upin, cypress, and pine. Above the pOIlU,..".er 

ex~BD8i' ve natural meado yield abund u of the 
ee&llbIjI"l!DtB, beaid affording e PUltuJII-.:~ 

·Lea ing the 8t. Maurice to pen te 1LCI'l._'.)UD 
St. John, M-r. Bouchette traversed a aeriea of JakIlWId _ ....... _. 

te~, or ent up or down 
The prin 'pal rivers met wit)l, in 
which the party aacended, the HII_an. 

. E. branch the Batiacan, and. 
ea, which they.mllled, .. _+11u. '-lI1DII1O 

lV.~&lD1clr; ·Echirud. Kaji __ t-I~· .. 



• " ",; Till, HII'j';R , \ t' /.. I ~ ' I 'i-. 
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aDd Boucbette; but numerous inferior lakes and several leech ponds were 
intenected and traversed, often (.'Onnected, as well as the larger lakes, 
by portages. 

Of the country thus explored, the following description is quoted 
from the Report of the deputy Surveyor-General :-" In taking a sum­
III and collective' of the tract j U8t described, it may be observed, 
that the tenitory lye g between the St. Maurice at La Tuque, and Lake 
St. Jobn, is generally covered by lakes and extensive swamps, occasionally 
traversed by chains of bills of no remarkable height or continuity, com­
posed chiefly of primitive granite. The prevailing timber, that composes 
its forests, are spruce and tamarack, white birch and pine. Around 
some of the larger lakes, occasional tracts of cultivable land may be 
found, but their remote situation, and the consequent impracticability of 
throwing them open to actual settlement, must render this section of 
country a barren was and wilderness for ages yet to come." 

Lake St. John is situated between the parallels of 48° 27' and 48° ' 

51' north latitude, and the meridians fJf 71° 85' and 72° 10' west longi­
tude, or thereabouts. Its general shape is circular, and its circumference 
~oout 100 miles. 

In describing the Lake St. John and Saguenay country, we shall 
borrow Mr. Bouchette'8 own language. 

" 'The rivers, which discharge themselves into the lakeR .• are, on the 
north, the Mistassini, Periboka, and Kocuatien; on tbe west, the As­
suapmousaoin, uiatshuarllsh, and other small streams; on the south­
w t, the Ouiatcbouan; on the south, the Metabetshuan, Kushpahiganisb, 

BeJ1e Riviere. The G"{l~ and Petite JJecMrge, tbe only out .. 
eut side. 

Post Company's Establishment, at the mouth of 
Janel that borders the soutbe!" shore of the lake, 
that form a chain with the Ouiatshuan Hills, is _.tBJ ...... :-__ •• ty, the soil of . hich' variously composed of an 

hich.· vegetable mould has been 
of ash, black and 
spruce, inter:milled 

• 
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u Near Point 8. la Traverse is a valuable limestxme quarry, and the 
coast, from Metabetshuau to Ouiatshuan, occasionally bold, is chiefly 
composed of inclined strata of calcareolls btanc, O}] which speCimens of 
marine shells and other organic remains, as also fragments or- blocks of 
white and gray marble, arc to be found, all which are, more or less, in. 
dications of a fertile soil. It may therefore be said that, between these 
two last mentioned places, is offered a front of neal" twelve miles on the 
lake, by an 8ver.tge of four miles depth, forming a superficies of about 
30,000 acres of 1and susceptible of cultiyatioll . 

.. This chain of hills running westward from the Falls of OuiaUihuan 
for about eight or ten milcb, then gradually ~nding its course suc­
cessively to the north-west. Horth, and tlorth-east, intersects the As­

s.uapmoussoin at the Grand Uapids, and forms an ar~ or crescent, PRTtly 
circumscribing a valley, contailling a ~uperficie8 of about 250,000 Beret., 

bounded by the west side of the lake, from the faps to the mouth of the 
Assuapmous:-,oin, near fifteen miles, and by that river forming the base 
or front, and, as it were, the cho~d of the arc described by the hills. 

U This valley appears to be generally an horizontal tract of country 
which] tbus deduced, both from the nature of the valley itself and a 
trigonomctric..1.1 distance of the hills that form it. Its .front on the lake 
discovcr:-, the mixed soib of clay. loam and sand, timbered witb elm, 

• 
birch, s.pruce, pine, hr, balsam, poplar. and a superior growth of cedar. 
It it) ill a manner penetrated into by theAssuapmoussoin, which I ascended 
to the l'ortage de Pemonka, about thirty miles, in latitude 49° north. 

" The land, as far as the }>ortage u L 'Ours, about ten miles below 
Pemonka, alld varticularly as respe9ts the western bank, is generally al­
luvial.exhiblting. beneath a vegetable mould, an argillaceous 10&00, some.. 
times called terre grasse. resting on a stratum of white clay, under which is 
occasionally observed a bed of soft blue marie, dipping under the edge 
of the water. The timber principally consists of elm, ash, cedar, fir, 
balsam, red spruce, white and red pine, yellow birch, and some ~, 
or &spin . 

.. Although. on the eastern bank. these .u~trata (Jf soU prey~ 
more or less, yet the loam pvssesaea a greater ptoportion.f>i .oa.,. ,w,d 
rests in beds of greater depth Qn the clay. 



THE SHORES OF UKE ST. JOHN. 287 

,I Above the Portage a J.;OUTS, which lics altogether through a 
growth ,of cypress, small red pine, and fir, produced on a light sandy soil, 
the clay being at a considerable depth, the land attains, with few ex~ 
ceptiona. this last character, with the addition of white birch and aspin, 
forming the foliage on the banks to the portage of P emonka, (wbich 
means the last pine); spru(,'t', tamarack, white birch. aspin, and CJ'press 
are the prevalent descriptions of trees growing further in the interior. 

"I should, therefore, conceive the greater Pl'oportion of this 'valley 
to be fit for cultivation, especially in the vicinity of the rivt.'fs and their 
tributary streams, which deposit, in theil'progress from the hills, the mn­
terials for improving and fl.:'l'tilizing tIl{' IIoil. 

.. Notwithstanding the inferiority tl lltt dilltinguishes the soil of t 'Ui' 

esUcrn bank of the Assllapmollssoin frolll the we<;terH , I believe it pro­
bable, from the proximity of the 1\listassini, that a tract of very culti­

vable land may. be found between those t wo grent Ti' ers. 
"From the mouth of the Mista!.sini, proceeding rpund th(' nortl,ern 

parts of the lake towards l)eriboka, I obs~rv('d the character of the 
country to differ essentially from the southern side; it I S low and flat, 

and its soil chiefly of a sandy nature. The g rowth of timber C011sisting­

of white spruce. white birch, aspil1. and (·ypre!.s. some red and whit!' 
pine. 

If I do not, however, entertain a doubt but that the land improY(· ... 
penetrating towards the interior, appronchillg' the great chain of 1l 101ln~ 

tains that are seen bending their course ~. S.~('astl'rly, ann which [ believe 
to be a continuation of the hills that form the Great Vnlley of Lakt' 
St. John. 

" In passing the cluster of islands that arc situated along the ens tern 
coast, about the mouths of the Grande nnd Pet;te W charge. I noticed 
that the rocks, of which they are compof!oed, are strongly impregnated 
'With mBff'letic iron ore. Near the Petite Diclaarge (the only plnce I 
landed at on that side of the lake), I found a favourable change in the 
aspect of the land and timber: the soil, consisting of 8 yellow loam, ill­

termixed with some gra'1'el, producing the 'spruce, cedar. balsam. white 
and -block bireIo, oome red and white pine. Thence the land appear. go. 
nenliy arable to the post of Metahetahuan. 
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H The river Kusbpahiganish. which I ascended for the diatance of 
about seven miles, presents in its alluvial banks a soil composed of c1ay~' 
loam. '\Then they rise to any elevation, the clay lies bent!atb 8 bed of 
lighter loam and the vegetable monld. The former are clothed with 
elm, ash. black birch, basswood, alder and fir: on the latter, the prin­
cipal timber is white pine, some red pine, spruce, fir, white birch. 
cedar and tamarack. Penetrating about two miles inland, I found the 
country hilly, much intersected and broken, but not however of a rocky 
nature, the soil being a rich yellow loam, or clay J at a few feet depth, 
which, although difficult to cultivate, is well calculated for pasture 
ground. The timber most prevalent on this elevated tract is black and 
yellow birch. spruce, maple, a good description of red and white pine, 
ash and elm. 

"These hills approach the Lake borders, uniting with the ~{etabet­
shuan heights, which I also explored on foot for about five miles, until 
I intersected the tiver Metabetshuan. In this distance the land is more 
or less broken. For about half a league it is generally level j thence 
rising from a small stream, which I found strongly impregnated with 
carbon of iron and sulphur, we ascend the hiUs, occasionully passing along 
the abrupt face of a cliff, while at its base is a rich ash and alder swamp 
or marsh. intermixed with spruce and cedar; its soil consisting of a dark 
loam, of a rich aTbrillaceous nature, under the vegetable mould. On the 
heights the land bc<.'Omes a light sandy loam, producing the poplar, white 
birch, spruce and pine; from which we descend to the Meb.betshuan 
river, which is here rapid, shallow, and about fifteen yardl ·WiM." 

Thus is afforded an extent of about eleven miles front on the lakel 

from the post of )fetabetshuan to the mouth of Delle Riviere, by an ave­
rage depth of five or six miles, forming about 40,000 superficial acres of 
land susceptible of cultivation. 

In ascending the Kusbpahigan, or Belle Riviere, Mr. Bmrcbette 
noticed an extensive tract of level land on its banks, the loil of which 
consisted of a rich loam, resting on a bed of blue and white clay; and 
this description of land he found to predominate 81 far ar the river ,des 
Aulnes, except on the eastern bank of the Belle Riviere, where for about 
three miles the land is rather hilly and broken. The co",,,, of ~ river 
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tude, particularly on the northern shore, where a prominent chain' of 
mountains is seen stretching from the north coast, and tbence bending 
its general direction with the course of the Saguenay. About five miles 
below Chicontimi. the river assumes that boldness of character which it 
preserves to its discharge into the St. Lawrence, its rocky banks ri,ing 
abruptly in harren hills, thinly·clad with fir, spruce, birch, and cyprets. 
The rocks composing the hills on the north shore are, in some places. 

strongly impregnated with magnetic iron ore, which produces such 
frequent aberrations in the ('ompass 8S to render its use extremely de.. 
ceptive. 

The Bay des Has' is 60 miles above the month of the Saguenay . 
.. This bay," says Mr. Ronchette, "appears to have been formed by 
nature. as the prinripal "'eat of the trade and commerce of aU this portion 
of country. 1st. On account of the va~t tracts of arable land that sur­
round it, and extend to Lake Kinuagami and Chicoutimi. !ld. On 
account of its harbonr, capable of affording shelter to the largest ships 
of the line. that can ~ail directly into the bay with the same wind that 
brought them up the river, and anchor in the second bay, which is. 
formed into something like a basin, offering upon its !.hores, a fit site for 
th~ establishment of an extensive mart of trade. ad. Because of the facility 
that is offerro. of opening a TO?-U to Chicoutimi, or direct to the head of 
Kinuagami; besides the practieability of opening a water communication 
with the lake, to 3\:oid the intricate and circuitous route by Cbicoutimi 

nver· 
.. It is prot~cted by C.ap a L 'Est. and the ot~er pNminent hills 

tllQt form its entranee ; the former, rising boldly in broken cli4:s to 
an elevation of abont 500 feet , commands a view of 12 or l8 promon­
tories down the river, and guards the entrance to the upper parts 'Of the 
Saguena~T." 

The post of Tadoussac is situated at the mouth of the Saguenay,,in 
latitude about 48° 5' 55" north, longitude 6911 87' west. Its harbour is 
formed by a peninsula called L'Islet, which separates it, on theaoutb-west, 
from the Saguenay, .its breadth being about a third of. miIe_lIiId. 
its horizontal depth near half a mile. At low water, wlric:h oit·"t-.el)tytODe 
feet perpendicular below the flood level, shoals, on which are exteJuive 
fi~heries, are uncovered to a considerable distance, that materia1ly-coatr,at 
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its dimensiops. It is however secure, and sheltered by the surrounding 
hills from mO,1t winds prevalent on the St. Lawrence; but gales from th~ 
southward may affect vessels at flood tide, White Island and Batture aux 
Allouettes sheltering them from the force of the stream at ebb tide. 

The entrance of the channel to the harbour of Tadoussac, or the 
Sagvenay, is very intricate, particularly at ebb tide, for vessels de­
scending the St. Lawrence. These must corne almost abreast of the 
Green Island light-house, and then pass to the north of ""Thite Island, 
which is the extreme end of the Batture aux Allouettes, and clear the 
shoal on the opposite side of t~e channel. It is far less difficult for 
vessels coming from below. 

The land apout Tadoussac is of very inferior quality, its soil b sandy. 
and the hills are barren and rocky. There is, however, a valuable tract 
of excellent land, from Point aux Allouettes, embracing Point aux 
Bouleaux, ,to the Riviere aux Canards. 

Table Q/tke Latitude& and Variati,{Jn& Wtlle Compas,~ oh,yerved by M. nOl'. 

CHETTE, tlie Deputy.Sur1Jeyor.Gelleral, ill hil' route on the ExplorirlJ..: 
Slfrvey through the Interior Countryfrol1l the St, lUalirice to T(uioll{({I( .. 

N.un:. OJ' Pl. .. CJ; S. Latitude. \ 'RI'UIUoIl. 

• . 
" 

.. 
Falla of' Shawene~an (St. Maurice) . 46 30 00 10 00 OW 
Latu~ue , Kinga ost . . . . 4i 18 32 1110 OW 
DiviSIon of the water of the St. Maurice 

and Ouiatchouan . • . 47 52 00 14 4:i OW 
Head of Commi.81oner', Lake . . 49 17 ()() ]5 00 0 
!f~th of the Ouiatcbouan on Lake St. John 48 30 15 Hi 45 OW 
Grone bie, IIOUth Ride. . . . 48 32 10 Hi 50 OW 
Pointe au Boa1eau. . . ' . 48 29 00 15 40 OW 
iM~th oCtile Metabetchuan, at the King's 

PilIt, , . , ' . . \ 4R 27 15 15 40 OW 
Au~ , . . , 483900 WOO OW 
Periboka . . , , , . 48 51 Hi 16 32 OW 
Rapid of ~emoulr.a, OR the River AII8\Ulp--

Jl1OU88C!.lD. • , • • • 4900 40 930 OW 
RiVet del Aulnet, ab&ve the Portage . 48 21 30 15 30 OW 
W ...... tho J'noqwo!e,::rr:': the rum 

Upibbatch about h ,...y on LAke 
481604 1550 OW ,!,",~ . . . 

W..a.;,;; on tho ~, oj,p.,Ii. th~ 
48 25 10 16 00 0 

lIi_ TomloP . . . . . 48118 00 11615 0 
~ ' La TriDiU 48 21.. 16 10 0 ..... . . : : : : -48 5 55 16 !is 80 
Port au P..,- . ,. . 48 47 50 

R, ldA,R X8 

Longit ucIt', 720 10' 
bser vlI.tiom 0 

t of the Muon 
over the ntl:· 

e watch bein,II 

by two 0 

the trlUlBi 
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for lIidcrinl 
fevinus equ,I1 
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A. early as 1545", an expedition was fitted out from Quebec, under 
• 

the command of Monsieur de Roberval, to explore the riv~ Saguenay; 
but the itimate issue of the survey is involved in obscurity, nothing 
further beritg recorded on the subject, than the loss of one of the vessels 
or barks engaged in that service. together with eight men. In 1599, 
Sieur de Chauvin, by the desire of Sieur de Pont Grave, made a futile 
attempt to settle on the Saguenay, and died at Tadoussac in his subse~ 
quent endeavours to realize his objectt. This part of the country 
appears, thenceforward. to have been deemed-interesting on account of its 
fur trade only, and in consequence. we find the exclusive right of trailing 
with its natives put up to public sale. and adjudged to Sieur Demaux in 
1658. The limits, within which this right was t6 be exercised, appear 
to have remained undefined, and a source of difficulties until 1733. when 
they were described as commencing at the lower end of the Eboulemens, 
opposite the north-west extremity of Isle nux Coudres, and extending 
to Cape Cormorant. 8 distance of about 80 leagues. the St. Lawrence 
being the boundary in front, and the Hudson's Bay terrltory in the renr. 

"IORTH SIDE <if.he 51'. LA WRENCE.-§. III. Tm-ito'7J ' as' '!fth. SAGUE­
NAY, to the boundar!! rif the Province. 

The last section of the province, north of the St. Lawrence, remaining 
to be noticed. is that which extends eastwardly from the Saguenay river, 
as far as Anre au Sablon, on the I~abrador coast. from whence a line 
drawn due north to the 52d parallel of north latit~, forms the eastern 
limits of Lower Canada in that quarter. This section occupies a front 
of about 665 miles on the river St. Lawrence and the gulf, fol1owing the 
curvatures of the coast, which beyond Pointe~es Monts, sweeps sud­
denly round in a deep segment, and imbosoms the island of Anticosti. 

The knowledge we possess of this tract of territory is, in a great 
measure, confint"d to the coasts, which have been from time to time 
explored by individuals connected with the fur trade or the fisheries. 
Below the Saguenay, the mountainous boldness of the north shore gra­
dually 8u~sides in approaching the Bergeronnes, andainks to a moderaU;-

• Pinkerton, p. 611. t ChaD;1plain, chap. vi. 
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elevation at Portneuf. a trading port e""blished within the grant of 
Mille Vaches. and situated about 40 miles below tM Saguenay. The 
Djlountains below this river recede to the distance of 4 or 5 leagues from 

the immedi6te borders of the St. Lawrence, leaving a tract of gradual 
ascent at their base, which was at first supposed to be cultivable, from 
its e~hibiting a rich vegetable border; but it was fOIDId upon pene­
trating into the interior that it consisted qf a deep swamp. covered 
with moss to the depth of nearly 3 feet, and could therefore present no 
agricultural attractions. East of Portncuf, the shores continue for some • 
miles to preserve a moderate and regular elevation, and in various parts. 
offer to the eye white cliffs of sand. chequered by tufts of evergreen. 
Descending towards P.ointe des .Monts, the altitude of the banks becomeb 
greater, aud the characteristic boldness of the north shore is again 
resumed; but llcTe the mountains to the southward do not yield in 
height or continuity to those rising to the nortll, and both shores of the 
gulf are conspicuously remarkable for their lofty. frowning{ and for~ 
bidding aspect. 

The chief rivers discharging themselves in the river and gulf of 
St. Lawrence between the Saguenay and Ance Sablon, are the 
Grande and Petite Bergeronnes, the Portneuf, ~lissisiquinak, Hetsia~ 

mites, Bustard, Manicougan, Ichimampistick or Seven Islands, St. J ohn, 
St. Austin's and Esquimaux. None of these rivers ba\'c been explored to 
any extent; and the interior of the rountry remains as yet thc undis­
puted haunt of the prowling wolf and savage bear. It has, howevcr, beel) 

traversed in various directions, by Esquimaux and lndians of other tribes, 
in the pursuit of the martin, the otter, and the beaver; but few facts of 
much importance llave been gleaned from their narratives j and although 
it is probable. from the geographical situation of the country, and its 
unpromising appeatance. that it is unfit for the purposes of settlement. 
it were still very desirable and satisfactory that a more accurate know­
ledge of its locality existed. The possibility of its leading to tho 
discovery of minerals and mines, that might eventually prove of great 
advantage to the trade oCthe province, is by no means visionary, as frag. 
menta or coal were found in several rivers of that section of territory, by 
jpdividuli connected with the Indian trade of Labrador. 
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As far as our information~f the face of the country goes, as derived 
from the natives:it may be described as consi~ting of rocky t..u1fs, and 
rugged hills of no very considerable elevation, variously dispersed over 
barren plains or thick forests. studded with crooked and stunted pines, 
birch, firs and cedar. The valleys are generally coated with a thick moss, 
which usually extends beneath the woods. and is frequently overgrown 
with a variety of small shrubs, some of which bear quantities of berries; 
and the country is chequered with small lakes, that are sometimes formed 
by the melting of snow, and the accumulati~ns of rain water. 

There are no roads along the coast j and the only settlement of any 
consequence to be met with upon it, is that of l"lortneuf, which is com· 
posed of a chapel, 3 or 4 dwellillg houses (the mOlt conspicu?us of these 
being the agent's house), and several stores. After traversing the gulf, 
and dwelling for some time upon the grand. but gloomy range of promi. 
nent hills that bOllnd the shores of the River St. Lawrence, the eye is 
agr<::cahlY'relieved hy tIle aspect of this solitary and picturesque little 
settlement, whol1y unconnected with the civilized world excepting by 
water communication. It is one of the trading marts of the King's 
Posts Company. and has been many years established. Below it, at 
considerable intermediate distances, are the trading posts at Les Isles 
Jeremie, the Seyen Islands and Mjngan. At I10inte des Monts, at the 
mouth of the river St. L awrence, is stationed the light-house mentioned 
in a previous chapter describing the St. Lawrence. 

Along the coasts of LabradOr, extensive fisheries' are carried on that 
contribute to the supplies of the markets of the province, and also to the 
exports of fish and oil fr0I." Quebec. The fisheries of the Gulf are ex~ 
tremely productive, and It is the policy of the colonies to encourage them, 
as one of the exhaustless feeders of the trade of the counny. Their 
importance has been sensibly felt, especially at Halifax, where an asso­
ciation exists for the avowed purpose of protecting and encouraging the 
nsheries on the coasts of Llbrador, the banks of Newfoundland, and the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence j and the Assembly of Nova S(,'otia, in 182iJ, 

voted a sum of 1500l. to be expended in bounties on vessels, that should 
pass the equator, engaged in the whale fishery. 

Almost the whole of this v .. t section of country, together with. 
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conoiderable portion of that lying weot of the Sagoenay, is styled the 
DoWlirte, and comprised under a lease from the cro1Vn, granting to a 
company by the denomination of the King's Posts' Company, the exclu~ 
sive privilege of bartering, hunting, ana fishing within the limits assigned 
to such domain, or what was originally called in the ordonnances of the 
time La Traite de Tadoulsac. At an t!arly period after the formation 
of French settlements in various parts of Camilla, the government of 
France turned the wilderness of the country to account by farming or 
leasing extensive waste domains, receiving an annual consideration for 
the privilege it granted, of-a monopoly of the fur trade and fisheries 
within the boundllries of particular tracts. The tract termed the King's 
Domain, which formed part of the U United Farms of France," was Sllr~ 
veyed between the years 1731 and 1733, and its boundaries are described 
\n an ordonnance of Intendant Hocquart, bf'aring dute the 23rd l\lay, 
17}$3, as follows, viz. :-" By the north shore of the river St. Lawrence, 
from the lower extremity of the seigniory of ' Les Ebouleme1l8,' which 
is opposite the north-east point of the ble aux Coudres, as far as Point 
0" Cape Cormorant, being a front of 95 leagues. or thereabouts, with the 
Isle aux fEtifs. and other adjacent isles, islets, and beaches; on the west 
by a line assumed to be drawn east and we~t, bpginning at the lower 
extremity of the scigniory of Les Eboulemcns, and thence proceeding 
as far as that height of land where the carrying place of Patitachekoa i'l 
situate. in latitude 47° 151 ; which Lake Patitachekoa is thc source of 
the river Metabetchouanou, which flow. into Lake St. John, the outlet 
of which is the Saguenay; further to the west, by Lakes Spamoskoutin, 
Sagaigan, and Kaouakounabiskat, the height of land in latitude 47° 27'. 

the said Lake Kaouakounabiskat fonnillg other lakes, and the river 
Ouiatchouanan, whi('h flows through Lake St. John into the Saguenay, 
whicb two lakes shl\ll form the boundary of the hunting territory of the 
rear of Batiscan, and l)fOceeding further westward towards Tbree Rivers, 
and in rear by the height of land distant two leagues, or thereabouts, 
from the little Lake Patitaooaganiche, in latitude 48' IS'; which lake 
flow. through Lake Askatichi into the river Nikoubau, which also re­
ceives the waters of Lake Nikoubau; aU whi.ch lakes and rivers flow 
into Lake St. John, and thence into the Sago_nay, and, shall form the 
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boundary and division between the lands of the domain and the hunting 
territory of Three Rivers, and of the River du Lievre. Within these 
limits are included the posts of Tadoussac. Malbaye. Ilondesir. Papina­
choil~ the Islets of Jeremie, and Point of the Betsiamites, Chekoutimi. 
Lake St. John, Nikoubau. Chomonthuane. Misstassins, and rear of 
Misstassins as far as Hudson's Bay. Lower down the river, the domain 
shall he bounded by virtue of our aforesaid o,vJonnance of the 12th In­
stant, by Cape Cormorant as far as the height of land, in which tract 
shall be included the river Moisi, Lake of the Kichestigaux, the Lake of 
the Naskapis, and other rivers and lakes which How into the same." 



CHAPTER X. 

SOUTH SIDE OF 'fHE ST. LAWRENCE. 

§ I.-Country we¥t if the RIVER CHAUDIERE. 

THE highly valuable tract of country embraced in the present section, 

is bounded to the eastward by tile River ChaudierC', to the northward, 
in front, by the St. Lawrence. and in the rear, by the highlands of the 
Connecticut, aud the parallel of the 45th degree of north latitude, which 
constitute the southern and south-eastern boundary of I.ower Canada. 
dividing it, in that quarter, from the American states of New Hampshire, 
Vermont and New York. In superficial cxh'nt this tract contains about 

13,864 square miles, and includes 17 counties,-l\fcgantic, Sherbrooke, 
Lotbiniere, Nicolet, Yamaska, Drummond, Richelicu, St. Hyacinthe, 
Ahefford, Stanstead, Missisqui. Rouville, Acadie, Chambly. neauharnoi". 
{~aPrairie and Vercheres; and parts of two others,Dorchester and Reauce. 
It contains one town, numerous village!!, nnn a total population of about 
181,000 souls. 

To give at once a collective and correct idea ofthe face and ft:atllres 
of this extensive tract, it may be SHjd that, receding from the St. Law­
rence ill the direction of east and south-east, after passing the a]most 

• 
umnterrupted level of ~he country. through which flow the rivers 
Ricbelieu and Yamaska, the land gradually swells into ridges, becomes 
progressively more hilly, and finally assumes a mountainous character 
towards lakes Memphl'3lIlagog and St. Francis, tbe country beyond con­
tinuing to preserve, more or less, tbat boldness of aspect to the borders of 
the Choudiere and the height of land at the Connecticut's sources. The 
range of hills travening Bolton, Orford, &c. appear to be a continuation 
of the Green MountaiDB, that {onn 8 conspicuous ridge running from 
south ~ west:, througb the state of Vermont. 1.'pe uniform flatness of 
what IDlght be called the vaUey. or plain. of the Y.maska and Chambly 
(Rrehelieu), ia agreeably relieved by the several isolated mountains that 
rise boldIY 'l"'d cotIIpieuomly above the surface, their soaring forms 

QQ 
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being distinctly seen, and giving by the various cOinhinations of per­
spective, as they are , 'iewed from different positions, considerable beauty 
and illterest to the scenery. These mountains are distinguished by the 
name; of Rouville or BehEB, Yamaska, Boucherville, Chambly, Rouge­
mont, and Mount .Johnston. As might be expected in so wide an extent 
of territory, wme variety of soil will occur and occasional swampy tracts 
be found; but the uncultivable tracts bear no proportion to the lands 
susceptible of a high degree of agricultural improvement. It is pro­
fusely watered by lakes, rivers , and rivulets winding through it in every. 
direction. The principal rivers, besides the Chaudiere, which bounds 
the tract to the eastward, are the Becancour, the two branches of the 
Nicolet, the St. Francis, the Yamaska. the Richelieu or Cha~bly. the 
Chatcauh'1lay, and the Salmon·. All these have their sourceS within 
the province) except the three last, whose waters flow from the other side 
of the boundary line, the one issuing from Lake ChampI8in, the others 
having their ri~('. as well as several of their branches, on the confines of 
the State of New York. Numerous other rivers and streams of inferior 
magnitude, with all innumerable class of tributary waters, also contribute 
to fertilize the soil, and are very useful to the farmers for various pur­
poses of rural economy. TIle chief lakes are Memphramagog (which 
lies partly within our territory and partly 1P'i'¥n I.e dominions of 
the States), Sca,)waninipus and Tomefobi, Laket St. Francis, Nicolet, 
Pitt, "Yilliam, and Trout, together with a a.mber of others of inferior 
notc. '. 

Of the rivers, the Richelieu is the only one navigable for steam­
boats, the minor ClaSIi of those vessels being able to aacend from Sorel to 
the basin at Chambly, provided, however, their draught of water do not 
exceed four feet, and even then there is a cessation of this description of 
navigation during the low waters about midsummer. The Chateauguay 
is navigabJe for a considerable distance above its confluence, for batteaux. 
the smaller sort of keel boats, and canoes. Large quantitiea of timber. 
from Godmanchester and Beauharnois, were fonnerly conveyed in rafts 
down this river. but the tranc of this article has much diminished. since 

• See TOpogNlplical Dictw-ry of Lower CaD_ lor • furt.1ier BC<IOQDt GFth_ riven: 
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• ereued, and it is now comparatively insignificant. 
,aIII_ ri er is 'gable for boats to French mills, within the Ame-

It was up this river that the American force, under General 
_101(.0, retreated after the battle of Chrystler's Farm, on the 13th of 

• 1818. The ICOlet Hoats batteaux, at all seasons, to some distance 
beyond the village, and much intercourse is in consequence kept up by 
the ri er with the town of 'Phree Rivers, on the opposite shore of the St. 
Lawrence. Above the village, the Nicolet becomes more or less rapid 
through both its branches to its sources, presenting nevertheless frequent 
intervals of gentle current, which may be practised by small flat boats and 
canoes. The Becancour is a beautiful river, and, like the Nicolet, is navi­
gable a few miles up for batteaux, beyond which it may be ascended to a 
remote distance by canoes in making a few portages, the longest of which, 
called the Grand Portage, is one league, avoiding the Great ~"alls in front 
of the towns 'p of Blandford. This part of the river is remarkably pic­
turesf4.ue, and the caacade scarcely yields in magnitude or beauty to the 
Falls of the river Chaudiere. the scenery of which is so much, and so 
justly, eelebratai for its wild magnificence and romantic attractions. The 
Yam a . d through a fertile country for upwards of 90 miles. Its 
medium breadth ia about 4.00 yards, and its inland navigation of some 
importance, though confined to batteaux and rafts that can ascend seyeral 
Ieago above ita discharge, at the head of Lake St. Peter. The navigation 
of the Cbaudie~ is obstructed at its entrance by rapids, and the impe-
diments . up the river to the Falls, abo"it four miles from 
its eet1taJ'1io by salient points extending from each side, the 
predpice the waters rush is scarcely more than 180 yards in 
br • ht from which the water descends is about as many 
fe6t. f nSl above the surface of the current just 

dM'lde the stream into three portions, forming 
ite before they reach the basin which receives 

tIui_"'_~J ::In.~_blUai action of the water has worn the rock into 
·ve a globular figure to the revolving bodies 

and greatly increase the beautiful effect of the qUi.' ... IINILCl by the wind, produces 
QQ2 
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in the sunshine a most splendid variety of prismatic colours. The dark. 
hued foliage of the woods, which on each side press close upon the 
margin of the river, fonns a striking contrast with the !'now-like f'ft'tll. 
gence of the falling torrent. The hurried motion of the flood, agitated 
among the rocks and hollows as it forces its way towards the St. Law. 
renee, and the incessant sound occasioned by the cataract itself, form a 
combination that strikes forcibly upon the senses, and amply gratifies 
the curiosity of the admiring spectator. The woods on the banks of the 
river, notwithstanding its vicinity to the capital. are so impervious DS to 
render it necessary for strangers who visit the falls to provide themselves 

with a competent guidt'. Few falls can be compared with this for pic­
turesque beauty. The best view is to the left from a ledge of rocks that 
project into the basin; from this spot the scene is surprisingly grand. 
The next point of view is from a parallel ledge behind the former. There 
is also another good view from the ledge of rocks above the fall, looking 
down and across the fall and up the river. From the falls, the river may 
still be caned rapid up to its source, although sections of it are navigated 
by small boats and canoes. The river St. l"'rancis traverses the heart of 
the southern townships, and opens a communication with t1hem and the 
United States through the Lakes Scaswaninipus anj,JIemphramagog. 
The.. numerous difficulties of its navigation are 8W1!'14: red. by the skiU 
and courage of battaliers and canoemen. who avoid ~s and stronger 
rapids by portage" at carrying places, and thusitlewever laboriously, 
render this water communication available. ~rces of the 8t. 
Francis, are to be traced to the large lakes of tbelitlie Dame in Gartbby 

and Colraine. In the circumjacellt country to t!' }aka, are found the 
sources of the largE"st rivers falling into the 81. renee, eastward from 
the 8t. Francis. and th08e ftowing into the C ' udiere. Many ' of the 
rivers that have not yet betm particularized, 88 the river Beaurivage, the 
Duchesne, 1..a Tortue, Montreal, &c. are for the mOlt part capable of 
floating light boats and canoes at certain seasons, the stream., 8'Gerally 
'peaking, on this shore of the St. Lawrence, being far leu .broken and 
rapid than on the other. 

The tenure of the lands oomposing tbis eectioo ~ MUDtrv.' itl two... 
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fold-feudal and .occage; and the lando held by the Olle, heing .0 si. 
tuated .. to be distinctly contrasted with tho .. held by the other, we .hall 
fitst give some account of the settlements of the seigniories and fiefs, 
and afterwards take into consideration those of the townships. 

The feudal grants occupy a superficies of about 8,800 miles, and cir­
cumscribe at all points, excepting to the southward, the tract known by 
the appellation of the eastern townships, having to the east and north..east 
the seigniories of Nouvelle Beauce, on the Chaucliere, to the north and 
north-west those ofthe St. Lawren<,'e, and to the westward the seigniories 
of the Yamaska and the llichelieu. and those composing the fertile tract 

of seignoriallands lying between the lUchelieu and the St. Lawrence, to 
SL Regis. 

In glancing at the settlements of the circuit of country thus pre­
senting itself, those of La Beauce will be found to possess considerable 
ipterest. whether we view their advanced and flourishing comHtion. or 
their advantageous geographical position, enjoying a climatf' somewhat 
milder than the seigniories on the St. Lawrence below Lake St. Peter, 
and situated on a direct communication with Boston, in the United 
States, by the Kennebee road, which was effectually completed last 
autumn (1880), and is already much frequented. By this important route 
the distance from Quebec to Boston is essentially abridged, and the markets 
of the capital consequently thrown more easily open to Amp.rieaJ]. pro­
duce,. Through this route, largf' importations oflive stock are made into 
this province, and the internal trade being otherwise great and increasing, 
a c\\8tQm.bou.se officer waa appointed at 8t. Mary's, which is the largest 
and most Bourishing village on the Chaudiere. The general character of 
the land in the seigniories of 8t. l'fary, St. Joseph, Vaudreui1, and Au. 
bert Gallion. is hilly and broken, but the soil is excellent in the aggre~ 
gate, and very fertile, although light. and in some parts stony. The road 
along the Chaudim., upon the borders of which are the most improved 
and oIdeet eett1ementt, is remarkably good, and presents: various points 

9;"" .... extremely beautiful and picturesque. I . At the mouth of the Cheudiere, the bank. of the St. Lawrence still 
................ teril\it- boldneu, for whim they are remarkable at Quebee 
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and Point Levy; but proceediog westward, they gradually .luboide to • 
moderate elevation, till they sink into the Bats of Baie dl.l Fehvre, and 
form the marshy .hores of Lake St. Peter. Between the St Francis and 
the Chaudiere, the soil and settlem.u of the seigniories are of vUWue 
degrees of excellence and prosperity. There are, geaerally speaking, 
muclr larger portions of them yet covered with impervious forests, than 
undergoing tbe operations of tillage; but such .. are now under process 
of improvement, yield abundant harvests of every description of grain ; 
and, from the prevailing depth of the aoil, would not he unfit for the 
growth of hemp. Flax is already raised in small quantities for the use 
of domestic manufactures. A number of the villages are peculiarly well 
built and prettily situated on the river's banks, at intervals of 3 or 4 
leagues. a bright tin...spired churcb, inv.ariably figuring a pleasing and 
(.'onspicuous object in the landscape of a CanadiaD village. 

'J'he villages more worthy of note are those of De Lotbiniell' 
Becancour. St. Gregoire. Nicolet, St. Antoine, and St. Francis. 

At Nicolet, a college was long since eotablilhed by the late 
catholic bishop of Quebec, Monseigneur Plessil, whieb holds the third 
rank in the province among institutions of a similar nature. It has of 
late years been placed under the management of the royal institution. ' 
but continues under the immediate direction and tutorage of the catholic 
clerln." though with lOme modifiCations. . 

The foundations of a new college were laid a few years ago. tb the 
eastward of the existing one. exceeding by far the dimensions of .the 
present building; but from the magnitude of its eca1e, its completion 
is likely to take up leVeral yea.... Such an institution, in the heart 0;­
the province, canDot be too highly appreciated, and must spread ita hene­
ficial influence broadly, and disseminate through an extensive district, the 
advantages of education. 

The rich and luxuriant plain, lying betw~e '" amaska and the 
St. Lawrence, and traversed centrally by the Riebelieu, completes the 
circuit of French grants, described &I confining the eastern toWJll!B. 
Of this tract, the only land. held in free and common soccage, are th 
of the townsbip' of Hinchinhruoke, Hemmingford, and GocIm""eb .. · , 
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UlO of lands f1f Sherrinpn, being held en rotuN by ctJUiIai,.e6 
of La Salle. The exuberance of the crops raised in this fertile- tract 
of countr.y, justifies it bean as the gr&IW'y of Lower 
Canada; sin it to a d large 
population, but whe at is 
derived for the . Blost p1'eValel\t olsoil, is 
a deep rich clay, in some c bined 
with a black r soil is generally to be found 
along the rivers and bordering the St. IJawrence. 
If any degrees of be distinguished in one secti n 
of this valuable , the aeigniories in the vicinity of the 
basin at Charribly, to the superiority: such are Chambly, 
Blairfindie, and that enjoy a climate several degrees milder 
than the seignio Lawre , and even sensibly milder than 
the fruitful below thee, on the Richelieu river. The 

banks of th several rivers, are very good in 
t.h~~~ .. t"~lIiI:mttt8 from • John's, through Blairfindie, to 

Lolllgllati'l, are ex-ceedingly bad, and the 
swamp between the villages of' 

roads is kept up the communica­
~ ••• urlre with bich is carried on, 

without cessation, at IIINlnCl4!!lIRIlg Chanibly, Blairfindie, and La 
Prairie, great thoroug Iy contributing to the encou-
rageme~ of trade and nsequent increa&e of the settle. 
ment and population others that route. 
The village of' La ~"iIII· OIJNlal!l"""' •• lbolre of the about 
8 miles from the city advan. village 
of ~e province, at ~rade The 

fre-

IM ....... I, .... IIIIJirs,are to 
_M1Py! ............. 1il e err constant 

..o:..1_, .. 4o< ·'k;"JiI!o"' .. - AlVrAtAUf3'A. contribute to enliven the 

aIftllOlBt ceaseless bustle and no elty of scene, oce8· 
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fMllIIIL or from 

1ItrE!&M of the _0.,_. violent _ .. _ 

_ -..v.1 the rapids, . expansive reservoir, 

nt, ':Igh an unbroken channel, to 
lIoIIIiWII~le at the rapids above the 

mills built by e late Hon. Colonel de 
the respective seigneurs of West and 

:X~"""_ of t eae mills, 7 in number, and working 
mill-ston ueed the inhabitants 

s of the u coUDtry to their wheat thither 
adndillHt. Below Cltambly buiD, he uggishness of the stream 

.. _ ... __ pj.IIII"t1i"ty, with any pr08pectofad"!lltage, of building mills 

daltcriDti.c-. and in ~nsequence wind-mills are more frequent 
.... .:tll alro t e pari. of the Richelieu. The river 

_ • • _.lIIlltsites, where mills ha e been erected by 
i_nrs: el!8t.,II:.~bI"mlt.. OUl'l, and the seigniories lower down . 

........... see_ ..... _ ..... ~_1!C conpnand r admiration for its bold-
of the • do so for 

d ells with 
"'~L1i': tful fiel , 

JettI_Dt8,~1IIIad sa villages 


