


WILLIAM HENRY, OR SOREL. 805 

view, and the most extensive scope of country, that can be embraced at 
once from any spot in Lower Canada. Beneath the spectator, lies the 
magnificent valley from which the mountain rises; and winding amidst 
its numerous beauties, he can trace the Richelieu from its outlet from 
Lake Champlain, to its confluence with the St. Lawrence, which is also 
discovered at various points, till its surface is distinctly disclosed opposite 
Montreal. The city and mountain of Montreal are very clearly seen to 
the westward. To the eastward, the prospect is partially intercepted by 
one of the hills forming the group collectively called the Rouville moun­
tain. With the aid of a telescope, the town of Three Rivers can .be 
descried, in clear weather, to the N.E., and to the southward the settle­
ment of Burlington, on IJake Champlain, in the state of Vermont, at the 
respective distances of about 60 and 70 mile from the spectator. 

The town of William Henry, or Sorel, is very pleasantly situated 
at the confluence of the Richelieu, Sorel, or Chambly River (known by 
each appellation,) with the St. Lawrence, on the site of a fort built in 
the year 1665, by order of 1tfonsieur de Tracy, similar to t~ose erected 
in the neighbourhood of 1tlontreal, &c. as a defence against the incursions 
of the Indians, and which received its name from Sorel, a captain of 
engineers, who superintended its construction; but its modem appellation 
it derive from our august sovereign, in honour nf whom it was called 
William Henry, at the time His l\fajesty, in early life, visited that 
distant section of his vast empire. The plan of it covers about 120 acres 
of ground, although at present the number of houses does not much 
exceed 200, exclusive of stores, barracks, and government buildings. It 
i: laid out with regularity, the streets intersecting each other at right 
angles, and having in the centre a square, 170 yards on each side; the 
dwelling.. uses of wood, sub'Jtantially and well constructed, but the 
prote t and eatholic churches are both stone buildings: there are 
eight pri ° tree, that are named after different branches of the 
royal n; the ole population is about 1500 souls. Before the 
to the the· chelieu is from ten to twelve feet high, having 

o or three wharfs; the ri er is here i50 yards broad, 

o half to five and a bait fathoms of water. On 

the op °te sbore there are convenient places for building vessels, and 
B.B. 
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some of large tonnage have been constructed there; but latterly this 
branch of trade has not been .0 much attended to here .. it used to be, 
notwithstanding the accommodations for carrying it on, would induce a 
belief that great encouragement would be given to it. A small distance 
from a little rivulet to the southward of the place is a blockhouse and an 
hospital, and a little further on a neat cottage or lodge, with out-houses. 
gardens, &c. called the G0\7emment_house, serving &8 an occasional re­
sidence for the Governor in summer, and sometimes for the commanding 
officer of the troops stationed here. usually one or two companies of in­
fantry. The present town of Sorel was begun about the year 1785, when 
tiOme loyalists and disbanded soldiers settled there; and it still continues 
to be the residence of many old military servants of the crown. Some 
tradp is carried on here, but not so much as might be supposed its situation 
at the junction of two navigable rivers would command: the timber 
trade, the export of !"rrain from this part of the country, and the inter. 
change between the American states, might be extended to a considerable 
amount, and apparently with many advantages. 

The seigniories of Sault St. Louis, La Salle, Chateauguay, and 
Beauhsrnois. and the townships of Sherrington, Hemmingford, Hin .. 
chin brooke, and Godmanchester, together with the Indian lands. occupy 
the westernmost angle of the province on the southern shores of the 
St. Lawrence. and form a tract in no r~pect inferior to the fertile 
country of which we have just spoken, enjoying a climate equally mild 
and salubrious, a soil rich and excellent in the aggregate, whilst the 
land, which i. abundantly watered, rises in general from the front in 
gradual swells, clothed with hard timber, to the province line, bounding 
that tract in the rear. These seigniories are remarkably well settled 
and, excepting Beauharnois. have by far the greater proportion of their 
lands improved upon: the great superficial extent of Beauha1loio i. 
likely to leave it open for some years longer, to the reception of new 
settlers. The village of Beauharnois, on the .hore. of Lake St. Loaio, 
con.ist. of about 40 houties, One third or which are.tone, and .... y 
two stories high. It is well situated, and oWet. a cooo-emem: .tIGp/JlB8> 
place for the .team.boat plyiug between the cascades aDd La Cbin<>, 
which takes in here it. daily supply';,C wood. 
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The townships ofHemmingford, Hinchinbrooke,and Godmanchester, 
after having. for many years, been left to the despoiling occupation of 
unauthorized settler., were placed under the superintendency of a vigilant 
and zealOUI agent·, under whom the settlements have grown lnto 
strength, prosperity, and consequence; whilst the judicious plan of go. 
vernment location proved the means of t1fectively providing for a nu­
merous class of industrious emigrants and others, who are now reaping 
the fruit of the bounties of the crown. Hemmingford .l\iountain,otherwise 
called Covey's Hill, in the township of Hemmingford. has about the 
same perpendicular elevation as the Rouville Cone, and commands also 
an extensive horizon, in which are distinctly discovered the Montreal 
Mou.ntain, the Pinnacle and Man~field .Mountains, and several other 
prominent features of the country. Its lIorthcrn ascent, though some. 
what abrupt. is rendered easy by the windings of the path. which is the 
only avenue traced to its summit. 

Resuming the subject of the eastern townships, it will be found that, 
in the tract of country known by that name, 98 whole townships and 
parts of townships have been at different times laid out and subdivided 
Ly actual survey. and that about ten more remain to be admeasured and 
erected by letters patent, to complete the internal division of the tract. 
Very few, if any, of the townships thus surveyed, can be said to be 
wholly destitute of settlers, although by far the greater number present 
but unconnected and partial settlements thinly scattered over the country. 
The towll8bips moat settled are Ascot, ¥aton. Compton. Hatley, Stans­
stead, Bamston, Bari'qrd, Potton, Sutton, Dunham, Stan bridge, Farnham, 
Brome, Bolton, Orford, Stukeley, and Sheft'ord. which form the mass of 
toWlllliUp. on the frontier of the province. about Lake Memphremagog 
anoi the fa<ka of the St. Franci.. On Craig's Road the townships of 
Ireland, Leeda, and Inverness are the moat populous and improved; ana 
on ,tloe lilt. F ......... :Sbipton, Melbourne, Wickham, Grantham, and 

UplloD • 
. Tile main aot)i'vked. the only roads leading from the heart of the .. 

to_oIIip.to the oI4er &ettlements, are Craig'8 Road, which, from it. inter-

• Mr. Bowrm. 
RR2 
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section of the St. Francis at Shipton, is open to the settlements of St. 
Gil .. ; the East and West River Roads of the St. Francis, leading from 
Sherbrooke to the Baie St. Antoine, on Lake St. Peter; and the road 
through HaUey, Stan,tead, Potton, Sutton, St. Armand, Dunham, and 
Stan bridge to the settlements of the Richelieu River. Dy this latter road~ 
are opened several 8'\'enues into the state of Vermont, with which a constant 
intercourse is kept up. Same parts of Craig's Road are almost impassable, 
owing to swamps and windfalls. and particularly 80 between the settle­
ments of Leeds and those of Shipton. Of the roads along the St. Frallcis, 
that on the eastern bank is the best and most generally used in summer. 
the other is practised preferably in winter. The worst section of the 
summer road lies between the seigniory of Courval and the house of a 
farmer, by the Harne of Spicer. a distance of six miles. Of this distance, 
four miles are called the Savan1le, which during the wet season is dan· 
gerous and frequently impracticable. The bogs in the southenl quarter 
of Simpson are also very bad for about half a league, but they are not of 
a shaking nature, from the firmness of the substratum. ~rhe road through 
Potton and Sutton is very rugged, broken, and otherwise bad. The 
minor public roads connecting the settlements of the townships circum. 
jacent to Ascot are numerous aud, generally speaking, much better. as 
having the advantage of receiving more frequent repairs from the settlers, 
to be found in greater numbers on their borders. this quarter of the tract 
being more closely inhabited. 

Labouring under the weigjty.disadvantage of the want of good and 
convenient roads communicating'with the principal market-towns of the 
province, the prosperity of the eutem townships can only be attributed 
to tbe enterprise, industry, 8l'lti perseverance of the inhabitants. who. 
considering merely the mildn ... of the climate, the advantages of .the 
soil, and the locality, boldly entered the wilderness originaUy, and bave 
now the gratification of seeing around them, eorD-fields of unrivalled 
luxuriance. thriving farms. and flourishing villages. The town of Sher­
brooke oontains about 50 dwelling-hou ... ; it -""""It a hip pooition 
on both bank. of the River Magog, at the forks of the 81. Francia, and 
its settlements are connected by a bridge; the old cou.rt;..bouJe and 
jail are on the As~t side. As the tleat of jurisdiction of th@ dil.triP.t: of 
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St. Francis, it is a place of genets} resort; besides being, as it were, the 
emporium of the township trade, or rather (as the head of the present ng... 

,.;galion of the St. Francis). the place of transit through which the chief 
part of the township produce is conveyed to the market-towns. or else .. 
where. The chief articles of trade are grain, pot and pearl ashes, and 
likewise horses, horned cattle, sheep, and other live stock. 

At BOrne distance from SherbrMke. remarkably well situated, is 
Belvedere, the residence of the Honourable ",T, n. Felton, the proprietor 
of large tracts of land in Ascot and other townships, and the original 
promoter of the settlements of that section of the province. The sur. 
rounding positions command a delightful circuit of scenery, in which 
nature and art alternately share the homage of our admiration. The 
bold ridge of Orford and Bolton :Mountains, and the high conical hill 
in Potton, called Owl's Head, from its singular formation, are seen in the 
horizon to the west and south-west; and in more remote perspective is 
discovered the conspicuous cone of the Pinnacle Mountain, St. Armand. 
To the eastward the gay spires and flourishing settlements of Eaton, and 
to the north of these the woodless front of the Bald Mountain, and to the 
BOuth and louth..east the beautiful and picturesque settlements of Compton, 
beyond which the majestic highlands of the Connecticut bound the view. 

Stanstead village is the next in the scale of consequence, although 
in point of neatness it takes precedence of Sherbrooke. 'fhe buildings 
are generally more regular and tasty, many of them two stories high, 
and several are built of hrick. The style of building throughout the 

• township&., is very dift'erent from that followed in the French settlcp 
ments of the province, and borders considerably, if it is not absolutely 
similar, to the American stylc, in the adjoining state of Vennont. 
Indeed, when we come to contrast the system of agriculture, as wen 
as the plan of buUding. pursued in the townships, with those adopted 
in the aeignioriet bJ' Caaadian farmers, we find a striking dissiDjprity • 
.... d oan easily 4nee the analogy of appearance that prevails between 
the to ..... ip ...... entll and those of the American frontier. That 
III>e ""'""- ~t'IlUI system bu the advantage of the Canadian, is. 
'N. bI\l4j .. I!..,....1y admitted. and to thi. the superior produce of the 
W_ilfp>s..,.lo."'- lieu abundaot testimony. The domestic clean­
UDell us~ to be met with in the houses of tbe inbabitants i. such .. 
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t virtue; hilat d manu ures of 
every dle8CI1P1;a., int.l'Al'IlDced in the country, such 88 homespun .tiII 
and . are evidence of their industry: 

of a tissue and texture, not much ire afeiD to 'th 
common iption of imported British cloths and Irish linens. 

In the other townships, whose names have been previously mentioned, 
a number of pret~ villages and hamlets are dis that enliven the 

pect of tile country, and fonn, as it 0 many points whence the 
collective energy of the inhabitants, fostered by the aid of society, 
extends its infiuence to the surrounding country, and encourages a de­
gree of industry that, ere many years, will convert dense forests into 
fertile fields. 

The route to St. Annand lies across the town hips Potton and 
Sutton, and part of the county of Richmond, in the tate,af Vermont. 
This tedious route being passed, the vil~e of Freligbsburg' seen de-
lightfully situated at the base of the St . .Armand's ?tIou £air and 
picturesque valley, the Pinnacle rising boldly behin . eastward. 
It oon ists of a church and 50 dwelling-hou&eS, of which 
number is built of brick. two stories high. Th d the mountain 
embellish each other reciprocally; the pros he Pinnacle bor-

. rowing much interest from the gay settJemen it, whilst the village 
itself is beautifully set off by the lofty b' that forma a magnificent 
baC -ground to the landscape. From the swamit of Pinnacle ountain 
one peculiarity, in the splendid and comp eave view it presents, is 
rem8l'kable in the prospect southward, w ere nt hills and 
settl ts are traced to their union with t e mountains and settlements 
of Lower Can.&, with hich they are bleDded, it ere, nder the eyt: 
of the observer, being merely di ided by an imagiJ.wy. of latitud 
that defines the dominion of the respective powers. 

The several roads to Phillipsbur 
are tolerably good, 8Ild exhibit a pleasing v'--· ,..,.,. 
wind rowad the base of hills, and pass 0 er geD 

ments are in a Bourilhing CODdition, and 
versified by hillocks 
and pleasantly • tuated 
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Turning from t' eeetion of the townships to the mo 
RO'II'I:Ilf~ly parts, the settlements of Ireland, Leeds, and Inverness will 
be considered with some interest, from the rapid progress they have made 

thin the last few years. Those of Drummondville, on the St. Francis, 
will probably be found to elicit still more our surprise, from their present 

te advancement. The lands composing them were granted to officefs1 

non-commissioned officers and privates of disbanded corps of royal ve. 
terans, who commenced their settlements, under the direction and super­
intendence of Lieutenant-Colonel Herriott, C. B., an officer no less di­
stinguished for his services during the late American war, than for his 
zeal in forwarding the interests and prosperity of this veteran colony. 
The small village of Drummondville is situated in the township of Gran­
tham, on the banks of the river St. F'rancis. 

In dismissing the consideration of this part of the country, we would 
remark the broad and conspicuous distinction existing between two classe 
of the people of the same province, in a small comparative extent of 
territory, as betwixt theinhabitants of the seigneurial settlements and those 
of the townships, di1Fering as they do in their language, their religion, 
their habits, heir systems of agriculture, the tenure of their lands, and 
partially in their la . The prevalent language in the townships is English, 
the tenure of the lands, free and common !:Ioccage, and the laws by which 
lands descend by inheritance, are English. The French idiom is universal 
in the seigniories, the tenure of the land~, feudal, and the law of de~ent 
by which property is governed, is prescribed by the custom of Paris. 

SOUTH SIDE qf '" ST. LA WRENCE.-§ II. CountJ,,!/ eaat of the RIVER CHAU­
DlEQ 10 the weal bound" of the DISTRICT OF GASPE. 

Lower Canada is bounded to the north-west by the 
_til lorms an extensive front of 157 mUes, and to the 
__ ................. anda dividfug the British from the American ter­

T ese highlands are situated, at their nearest 
~~ __ .eu1~ distance from St. Lawrence; but, in 

ey erge 8Outberly, to the sources 
iI1t1Jj~da.,r'ttlr .rpemc;l&l t of this tract of country is , 



312 LOWIlR CANADA. 

about 18.802 square statute miles, and ita population about 64,430 8Ouls, 
chiefiy occupying the borders of the St. LaWTen"" to the lateral depth of 
9 miles, and the banks of the river Chaudiere. 

Of the above.mentioned superficies, however, a consld~b1e section 
lies in a sort of temporary abeyance, arising from the claim set up by the 
government of the United States of America, to the dominion of, tract 
exceeding 6,000,000 of acres. The merits of' this claim were succinctly 
taken into consideration in the first chapter of the present volume ; but 
the recent decision of the umpire to whom this important international 
question was referred, ha"'ing since come to light. we feel called upon to 
take notice of it in this place, aJthough it is understood that neither pawer 
interested in the reference, has acquiesced in the award. 

The line of boundary prescribed by the King of Holland, as ad. 
justing the claims of Great Britain and the United States in this part of 
the American continent, appears to be, as far as we are informed, a con· 
tinuation of the meridional Hne from Mars HiB (up to which point 
both nations are agreed) until it strikes the river St. John ; thence up the 
middle of that river to the mouth of the St. Francis, a river falling into 
the St. Jolm from the northward; thence up the St. about 
18 miles; thence on a line due north or west to the along 
which the Americans claim the boundary; and table-
country to the highlands of the Connecticut. line 
of boundary a tract of territory of about 1,530,000 is cut off from 

LowcrCanada,and the river St. John exhibits the stral'" and inconvenient 
chara.cters, of belonging in part to one power exclu ly, and in part to 
another exclusively, whilst another section of the stream is under 
the common domillion of both powers. The boun is also liable to 
the momentous objection of approaching too near the banks of the St. 
Lawrence, and even the capital of British North America; and the sepa­
ration, that the American claim e~~ently tended to ~ect~ between the 
Canadas and the seaboard provinces, is Dot only as substantially produced 
by the awarded boundary, but the .. wedge," beaid .. being driven ill 
between New Brunswick and Low~r Canada, i~ calculated also to Jever 
tbe eastern section of the latter province from the western, aodthus become 
equally dangerous, a. a1leeting the integrity and ..tety of. the ooIODi .. ; 
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The award of the umpire-dictated, no doubt, by a sincere desire of doing 
impartial justice to the high parties concerned_is in fact a compromUe; 

and we apprehend tilat the question of reference did not contemplate a 
decision upon that principle, but was confined to the mere declaration of 
WMt WQ8 the boundary j1ltended and meant by the treaty 'If 1788. It was 

in the spirit of that treaty alonE' that the rule of decision was to be sought 
for, and not in abstract theories of equit.y; although the matter, if decided 
even upon the latter principles, properly understood, must have led to a 
different determination, from the obvious advantage the award pro­
nounced would. if acceded to, give to the American over the British 
mterests. It were idle t("l enter here into a repetition of arguments that 

have been so often urged and exhausted i but the justice of the British 
claim, and its paramount importance as connected with the preservation 
of thc llriti!:)h North American colonies. cannot be too often or too em~ 

phatic41lyenforced; and we vainly endeavour to view .the possible sur­
render of the tract in qu~tion. to a foreign state. in any other light than 

that of the first step towards the loss of those fine provinces. 
Putting aside the assumptions of the American government. and 

viewing that tract of country as it now actually stands. forming part of 
the province of Lower Canada, we shall consider the Mars Hill high~ 

lands as constituting its bounds to the syuthward. and describe its geo-. 
graphy accordingly. 

'fhe face of the country, though abounding with extensive "'lUeys 
and :fiats. is decidedJy hilly; but it is neither so holdn or so mountainous 
as the country on the opposite banks of the St. l .. awrcnce. The land 
generally rises in irregular ridges from the borders of the river, towards 
the rear, and attains, in general, 11 considerable elevation at the distance 
of 10, 15, and 20 miles from the front, forming at its height the verge of 
a broad and extended tract of table.land of gentle descent towards the 
lU.er St. Jolm, ~on!i which it n;pscends again, and acquires. superior 
degree of aJlitJoclll. toW/ll"ds the sources of tbe AIl.gash. merging in the 
"",ge of hi~ ~ are a continuatioo of ~be Connecticut range, 
sQ:etching .,.tllOJ!il,..1Ibd wiDIIing roupd the..,urces of Ibe rivers falling 
~f9 ~ ~* .... fIowiDg inti> tI!e &. Lawrence, and the St. 

.{-~.*-~~ s s 
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is very well watered by numerous rivers 
i 'IIII'~If'E''''fI_ that flow through the soil in ulti­
....,·E'ft_ the largest are the St. John and its 

~.rtasKa, Etchemin, Du Sud, Le Bras (a branch 
"~I4.::..~.1pE~lle, Du Loup, the Green River, Trois 

Mitis and Matane rivers. The chief 
Temiscouata, Long Lake, and the 

magnitude are frequent, and these 
abound with a variety of excellent 

Lauzon, opposite Cape Diamond, a 
is perceptible along tIle St. 

rJt •• d, beyond which the immediate banks 
_ ..... .-e. _*_tlf ·_ .. ted for a considerable distance down. 

Bitl!i.j1~lJ$J(4.~~MI1~." in the hills to the S.W., and winding 
~~IIiI~J_~eas1 __ ~ c()iQ!j", for about 80 miles, through a level, 

1DII.1PIlIII". d.iBc:harp itself into the St. Lawrence 35 miles 
richness the harvests in the luxuriant valley it 

;ra,renletJ~SI!I ·lAm(I acquired to it a reputation as the granary of Lower 
supposed to yield in fertility to the lands on the 

ery 110ft and beautiful in the extreme. The 
l11a.lte\ lor:t~ ·'&Jl"~, ."D~''''QJl the N.W. shore of the River du Sud, 

Viewed from Chapel Hill, 
&VIl>elln to vantage, a 

prospeata to be seen 
rock, the spectator 

.UltI'QUIMbIlIg champaign 

uered with 
biteness is 

~~ •• ,of the field, 

:!>road 
eye being 
and below 

Thomas. 





S'tE. ANNE DU SUD. 315 

and their locality peculiarly advantageous, as they are seated on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence, upon some agreeable eminence, and on the 
borders of an excellent road. 

At Ste. Anne's, 24 leagues below Quebec, are first to be met with 
those insulated. cllifs which characterize the scenery about Kamouraska. 
They are composed of granite, and generally rise in abrupt slopes, pr~­
se ting rugged faces, thinly clad with dwarf trees. The highest of 
these hills is Montagne Ste. Anne, which from its towering elevation, 
not much unlike that of Rouville Mountain, peers above the fine country 
at its base. The access to its summit is precipitous and craggy, but the 
toils of the explorer are amply rewarded by the varied beauty of the 
prospect. Like Chapel Hill, ar St. Thomas, i rises amidst fertile 
fields; but the features of the circumjacent country exhibit rather more 
of the varieties of hill and dale, s",elling into gentle slopes, or occasion. 
ally springing up into conical hills of the same description as the Ste. 
Anne's Mountain, though much inferior in altitude. To the eastward the 
spectator views the beautiful village and settlements of River Ouelle, 
towards the west those of St. Roch des Annais: to the southward 
runs a bold but not very high ridge, skirting the most luxuriBnt fields; 
whilst to the northward the St. Lawrence, ever a conspicuous object in 
Canadian scenery, is seen proudly rolllng its broad stream to the ocean, 
along the base of the stupendous range of mountains on the opposite 
shore. 

At the eastern base of the mountain, very agreeably situated upon 
an eminence, are the small village of Ste. Anne's, the parish church, the 
parsonage-house, and a large stone college, 8 stories high, occupying an 
elevated, romantic, and very salubrious spot. "To the zeal of the Rev. 
Messire Painehauti. the curate of the parish, in promoting the benefits of 

en1~lY due the foundation of this interesting institution; 

with the enI._iJd 
tages to tb 

ThepoiJt __ 

by which it is to be go emed are in accordance 
't of the age, and such as to tend' advan­

denominations •• 
them bank of the 

882 
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St. Lawrence, below Point Levi. had for some years pointed out the 
necessity of such a college; but some want of unanimity relative to the 
spot most eligible for its construction.-whether it should be Kamon· 
raska. River Ouel1e. or Ste. Anne,--and a deficiency of funds, retarded,the 
execution or the project, until the vigorous measures pursued by Messire 
Painchaud led to the judicious selection of the beautiful site the college 
now (){'cupies, and to its immediate construction subsequently. 

The parishes on the borders of the St. Lawrence, below Ste. Anne's, 
are River Oue11e, Kamouraska. St. Andrew's, River du Loup, Cacona. 
Isle Verte, Rimouski, and :Matane. Mitis, which intervenes between 
Rimouski and Matane, constitutes no parish of itself, but is attached 
to the one or the other of these. The pl\ri!!hes above Dic, or from Cacona 
inclusive, are very populous, theJ'arms in a good state of cultivation, the 
soil generally excellent in its varieties, and the inhabitants in every 
respect easy and comfortable. One principal road, running along the 
river'!! bank, connects the whole line of flourishing settlements; \v hilst 
others. called routes, lead to the interior concessions and parishes, and art.' 
intersected by other front roads running paraUel to the main road on the 
St. Lawrence's border. The roads are in general kept in good repair, and 
the bridges thrown over the riv('rs and streams arc neat and sub~tantial. 
At River QueUe and Uiver du Loup, tolls are exacted for the passage 
of the bridges, which are moderate enough at the latter place. but con­
sidered too high at the former. 

River Ouelle and Kamouraska are the most populous viUages below 
Ste. Anne's; and of these two Kamouraska enjoys a superiority in point 
of magnitude as well as situation. Both villages contain several very 
neat dwelling-houses, th~ residences of the principal inhabitants of the 
respective places; a few shops, and two or three good taverns. At River 
OueUe is established at the mouth of the river a very productive porpoise 
fishery, held by several individuals in .hare.. Kamouraska, 90 mile. 
distant from Quebec. is celebrated in the province for the remarkable 
salubrity of its atmosphere. which enjoys all the invigorating properties 
of sea air, arising from the breadth of the St. Lawren~ which is here up­
wards of 6 leagues, and the perfe<..>t; sea salt of the waten. Kamoul'88ka is 
now the chief watering.place in Lower Canada; and..u BUell. is the resort 
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ofnumerouBvisiters,of the first rank and respectability ,during the summer 
months. The seignior of this highly valuable estate, Pashal Tasche, Esq., 
occupies the roanor-house, which is very pleasantly situated at a short 
distance east of the village, near the borders of the St. Lawrence. at the 
Coot of 8 well woOO.ed ridge that shelters it from N.E. winds. and en_ 
hances the beauties of the situation. 

The seiglliory is whoUy settled, anu indeed the redundant population 
occupies part of the waste lands in its depth. The front, which is gene­
rally low, abounds- in those rich natuI".al meadows to be met with in l.ome 
of the parishes above. affording abundant wholesome pasturage, and 
enabling the farmer to produC'P large quantities of butter, much esteemed 
for its excellence in the Quebec market. The islands in front, beside .. 
embellishing the landscape, are used as the sites of extensive fisheries, 
the chief of which is that of the herring. netween these islands and the 
main shore. schooners find a safe strand at low water. 

East of Kamouraska, the country continues for some distance singu­

larly diversified, by abrupt and insulated hills. whose cragb'Y and almost 
barren faces are usuaUy contrasted with well cultivated fields. The 
church of St. Andrew's h. first seen from the westward to emerge very 

prettily from behind two of these dift's. Two leagues below St. Andrcw'~, 

Temiscouata portage strikes the main roau; and about a quarter of a 
mile west of it stands an inn, kept by Madame l-'etron The land 
rises here very ne~ the river in a steep ascent to an elevatiol! of 
from 150 to 200 feet, the road running hy the houses at the foot of the 
ba.nk, although the fields and enclosures arc upon the hill. the access to 
the summit of which is difficult, and subjects the farmers to some incolI­

venience when driving their cattle to the grazing-grounds. 
The portage of TemiscouatJ is 12 leagues long, and traverses the 

COWltry from the shores of the bt. Lawrence to Lake Temiscouata. 
Through this co.spmunieation lies the mail route to Frederickton, St. 
John's, and Halifax; and hence may be formed an opinion of its im­
portance, and of the consequent expediency of improving it. to render 
the intercourse more easy and expeditious between the eastern and the 
_tern parts of the Bri$ish colonies. It was first opened in 1788, but 
~ undeqJOQe. .from tlme to timf-, considerable repairs; and mOl"~ 
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recently a sum of :5001. was expended in its amelioratioo, under the 
direction of commissioners and the immediate 8uperintendence of ~Ir. 

Wofte. adjutant h. p. of the 60th regiment. The road penetrate. a 
wilderness, and is irregular and winding in its course. in order to avoid. 
R8 often as practicable. the hills that present themselves on the direct 
route. There is a good bridge across River du Loup. and small bridges 
over the minor streams, so that waggons may now pass through without 
interruption. 

About 6 miles from the entrance of the portage, and half a mile 
above the mouth of the River du Loup. is the saw~mill and extensive 
timber establishment of Heury Caldwell, Esq., where that branch of 
Canadian trade is carried on upon a large scale. The mill is connected 
with the estuary of the river by a dalle or aqueduct. through which deals 
are transported from the mill to the basin, where schooners are laden 
with them. Several square-rigged vessels have also taken in cargoes of 
timber here; but the operation of loading can only be performed by 
means of scows or flat boats, the shallowness of the water rendering it ne~ 
cessary that ships.should lie out at a considerable distance, where they are 
much exposed to the winds, although the anchoring-ground is sufficiently 
good. 

The parishes of Cacona, Isle Verte, and Trois Pistolles present them~ 
selves next in order after River du Loup. Their settlements do not 
extend far beyond the river or front range. which exhibits neat farm~ 
houses, large OOn6. and extensive enclosures that bear evidence of a good 
soil and industrious cultivation. After traversing these seigniories. we 
come to that part of the road called the Rimouski or Nine-league 
Portage. It i. hut partially settled. and the rugged aspect of the rocky 
ridges to the north and scuth of it render it a gloomy tteetion of the road. 
These ridges form a valley whose breadth at ita western entrance i& 
nearly 2 miles; but tapering towards its eastern extremity. its width is 
contracted to not more than 800 yards. It is 27 miles long. and camea 
out over the bold and broken mountains of Bie, where it becomes 
exce88ively hilly. presents a series of abrupt cliJfs and craggy hills, from 
the aspect of which. the eye is much relieved by dwelling on the mel. 
lowed landscape that offers itself in the well-dilperled. settlement. of 
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Rimouold. After p ... ing the oteep and broken high ground. of Ric, 
the hanb of the st. Lawrence become of a moderate varying elevation, 
excepting at Grand Mitis, where they rise abruptly about An6e aua 
&elk.. The public road is not open beyond Ame au Coq. a distance 
of" leagues below the church of RinIouski, and follows in its bearings 
the sinuosities of the river, having on its borders comfortable fann­
houses and well-cultivated fields. It pa .. ses at Father Point, a spot of much 
beauty, remarkable as the place of residence of most of the pilots of the 
St. Lawrence, several of whom are in affluent circumstances. Below 
An8t au Coq no proper road exists; but the beach is frequented as such. 
and the communication kept up with Mitis and l\latane by that medium. 
The locality admits of the opening of an excellent road at trifling 
expense; and there is no doubt that the making of such a road would 
be an important encouragement to the settlements of that section of the 
province. 

The grand river ~1itis discharges itself 24 miles Lelow Rimouski 
into A.tue artz Sne11el, an expansive estuary, which is easily forded at 
low water. Mr. LarrivC's dweUing-hol1se and establishment stand at 
the mouth of the river, across which hooms nre extended to retain tile 
deals turned off from the saw-mill, situated about two miles and a half 
higher up, occupying a most advantageous site. At the foot of the fall .. 
that are used in working the mill, the river forms an almo~t circular 
basin, bounded by a perpendicular rock of about 200 feet, except;nl( to 
the eastward, where the ground is woody but of equal elevation. The 
mill itself is awfully situated on the deep inclination of the falls, and the 
uproar of'its rapid machinery, the loudness and beauty of the cascade, 
combine with the peculiar wildness of the scenery. to render the spot 
extremely romantic. The proprietor of this mill is generally a large 
timber contrat.wr; and vessels usually re<!eive their cargoes at Mitis, 
where they may lie at ~ncbor off AMI! QU Snelle8-somewhat exposed. 
however, to tbe force of the tide. and ,tre08 of weather. 

From Grand to Little Mitis, the distance is only 6 miles; but there 
i. no ...,gular road !"Jnnecting both places, the communication being kept 
ope1l merely aver the besch, along which a proper road might easily be 
traeed. 'The ·bank. of"the river are of a moderate elevation, rising in 
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slopes by no mean. too precipitous for tillage, arid po ...... mg .. light liat 
fertile soil, The cbief settlements of the seigaiory of Mitis ore Situated 
at Little Mitis Bay, upon a rocky point, having to t"" N. W. the !It. 
Lawrence, and to the S. E. the deep bay which receiv('s the waters of 
Little Mitis River. The lands in the vicinity of the bay consist of a 
light but good soil, whose properties are improved by the sea-weed 
which abounds along the shores. and is profitably used as manure. 
Extensive salmon and berring fisheries are set up in the bay S. E. of the 
point, which yield an abundance of both articles for the Quebec market. 
where they generally meet with ready sale. . Halibut and cod are also 
taken off and in the bay. where seals are to be seen in great numbers at 
'ebb tide, basking on rocks in all directions. }"'rom the depth and breadth 
of Mitis Day, its position and BOunding.s, it wi11 probably be found to 
offer essential advantages as a roadstead for vE'ssels bound up or down 
the river, whether to take in a pilot or to discharge one. The opening 
of Kempt Road from Grand Mitis to Lake Metapediac, and thence to 
Ristigouche, was an undertaking of great moment to that part of the 
prO\tince; and at the same time that it will add to the means of com .. 
niuni<.-ating 'with New Brunswick and Ga!Jpe, it will give an additional 
impl1lse to the settlements in the lower section of the district of Quebec. 

The parish of Matane lies about 30 miles below Mitis, ftom which it 
is separated by a total wilderness. The intercourse betwe.:m both places is 
'kept by water only, or sometimes, but witll eonsiderabl~fficulty. by the 
beach. The banks of the river are almost uniformly loW'. and the surface 
of the country so level, as to offer combined facilities itt making a road to 

connect the settlf'mentc!. The timber. consisting chiefly of evergreen 
woods, is generally diminutive lIpon the skirts of the forest; but. re .. 
ceding from the river. the trees increase in magnitude, and the rising 
grounds are clothed with a more sturdy growth of hard wows. The 
tract of country lying between Mitis and l\iatane poases!les all the 
ad"antages necessary to render it fit for the reception of a large colony 
of emigrants. and from its situation is peculiarly adapted to that purpose. 
The soil is sandy towards the front, but it becomes richer in the '-nterior, 
if the quality of the tim""r be a faithful indication of the character of the 
land. The riven Blanche .nd Turtlgoo' and other iDlerior ~iream. dow 
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througb it, andclischarge themselves in the 8t. Lawrence. At the'mouth 
of, the ,river Blanche 'an exoellent mill-site presents itself, and several 
pthers.are to be met with on the rivers and rivulets by which this tract 
is 10 amply watered. 

The chief .. ttlemenu. of Matane occupy bOth hank. of Matane 
River, and extend about one mile above its mouth. They may be said 
to. cover a superficies not -exceeding 600 acres of cultivated land, and to 
contain a population of about 800 souls. A wooden church stands a few 
perches to the east of Mrs. M'Gibbon's manor-house, and at some di­
stance below it is built the seigneurial mill, on a small creek. The settle­
ments of Matane are but. partially seen from the river, as they arc 
situated rather inland, and in I'lome measure concealed by a singularly 
bluff point or mound that rises abrupt and isolated to the westward of 
the river's entrance. A sand-bar across the nlouth of the river obstructs 
its navigation at 16w water, but schooners ascend as far as the manor at 
high tide, a distance of eight or ten rods; further up are the rapids, 
which offer a propitious situation for mills, and also contribute to adorn 
the scenery, which is picturesque and interesting. These rapids are 
stated by Indians to ·be the only impediments to the navigation of 
the river, the course of which is uninterrupted beyond them. The soil 
of .l\1atane i& composed of a thin light bed of sand upon a rich sub­
stratum of marl, which produces exceHent crops. There being no r<'gnlar 
road along the front of the seigniory. the beach. a beautiful firm sand, is 
uled ·as the higbway at low Wtlter, the accumulation of drifted timber 
above high-water mark, rendering the communication by land impracti. 
alQIe at any other time. A few wretched habitations are scattered along 
the beach 88 far 8& the eastern extremity of the seigniory, below which are 
the settlements of Cape Chat and St. Anne's, at the respective distances 
of 117 and 56 miles IiI!m M atlDe. 

Of the ~try i~ tile re&Z' of the settlements on the southern shore 
of the 81. 1.-...... ~low Quebec, much has been said, as offering an 
extensive fieIo!' f~ . colto;.ation. ~ Rh~ 8t. John, flowing from its 
IOIIm! to.ito ...... ..",.,. .... ith tlIe MAda ....... in • course nearly parallel 
to &be lit. ~_trav ..... thetrlet IoniItudinaIly, a di.taneeof ahout 
1'1 ...... po_illfll, ... aImeot uniDterrupted hoat navigation the whole 
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11 supplied with it from e s­
.~1an1t4 come up to kill it with the line and 

_~tleIl·ts that are scattered along the portage and other 
nswick communication, and those to be found in 

ips, the tract f country in the rear of the French 
v Chaudihe is an absolute wilderness. Only a 

portion of it has, comparatively speaking, been admeasured and 
bdi ided into town bips; and of sucb townsbips as have been laid out 

in ole or • , namely, Cran bourne, Frampton, Buckland, Ashford. 
and Ixworth, the most forward in improvements and population is 
Frampton, whoee settlements are rapidly increasing. and are now in a 
very flourishing state: the others have generally a few scattered settle­
ments in the front ranges kirting the older grants. 

SOUTH SIDE OF THE ST. LAWRENCE. 

§ lII.-DISTRICT OF GASPE. 

The district of Gaspe is the only section of Lower Canada of which 
a general description remains to bt: given. The peninsulated tract of 
countz')" so called lies between the parallels of 47° 18' and 49° 12' north 
latit de, and between 64° 12' and 6r 53' west longitude. It is bounded 
by the iver t. Lawrence to the north, y the Gulf to the east, south 
by the of Chaleurs, and by the district line dividing it from Quebec 
to the t t therefore enjoys the advantage of an extensive 

w icb, inelu 'ng the shores of the numerous bays that indent it 
may be about 150 miles, :xtendiDg from Cape Chat round to the head 
of . tigouche ¥. I grea width, from north to south, is about 

Datural divisioDS of this district 
Dltient period had led to the 

of mOUD 8 terminating 
further and more accu te 
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an elevated valley. having to the n<>rth a range of hiJIo oIIirtitIIg doe at. 
Lawrence. and another to the south. at no very remote diataDce from the 
shores of the. Ristigouche River and the Bay of Cbaleurs. In thi.s valley 
is found a series of lakes. from whence m~t of the rivers lowing 
northward into the St. Lawrence, and southward into the Bay o£ 
Chale~ take tJle~rces. 

The face of t~try is, generally speaking, uneven; in some 
parts it is decidedly mountainous, and the valleys. which are often irre. 
gular and broken, are occasionally intersected by deep ravines; but the 
mass of the lands is nevertheless perfectly adapted to agriculture. With 
the Q.ception of some of the higher hills. that are thinly clad with a di~ 
minutive growth of timber, the country is very well wooded, the forests 
chiefly consisting of maple. beech, birch, pine, larch, white cedar, spruce, 
and hemlock; but there is a searcity of oak, and what there is of it is 
inferior in size and quality. 

f'rom Port Daniel to Maria, a distance exceeding .~ miles, along 
the Day of Chaleurs. the land. to the depth of about tallljDes from the 
shores. is l:omposed of a friable red clay son, covere4.·~ thick coating 
of vegetable mould, easy of cultivation, and pr~ the finest crops. 
This description of soil appears, as far as observatio~s, to predominate 
in the district i excepting on the River RistigollcbtJ'Where the lands are 
marked by a superior degree of richness. There ~ on the Riitigouche 
many yuluable Itpots of excellent meadow and intArvalland. and several 
good tracts on the shores of tlle Gulf, at Pabos, Grand and Little River, 
VAn .. au Beaufils. Mal Bay, Douglas Town. an4 Gasp6 Bay. 

The soil in many parts of the diatrict is colUidered pa<ticularly 
suitable to the c1llture of hemp, but the infant .tate of agriculture. the 
want of mills and macLinery for preparing the plant after it bas been 
reaped, and the inability of the grower to bring forward a autBcient 
quantity to form an object of speculation and of export, have hi~ 
prevented the trial being fairly made. Flax. is .ucceasfully culti~. 
and raised in a proportion adequate to the wants of the inbabitanto ill. 
their dome,tic dlanufactures. 

The diatrict of G .. p6 i. divided inio two COUDtiet. G.rp6 aDd Bon.. 
aventure. and nominally subdivided into ten towallloipt aocj. _en ..... 
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tp>icria ad fiet'I; but the townthiptl have not yet been accurately defined, 
IIld eerve merely to describe situation. There are also two other classes 
of descriptive names; the one derived from the rivers or bays on which 
clift' ...... t oottJemetlta have been fonned, the other from distinctive ap­
pellation. attached to particular places by the Roman Catholic clergy. 
No part of the district has yet b_ regularly erected into parishes. 

The chief rivers by which the district is watered are the Ristigollche, 
that partly hounds it on the south, the P ,cudy, Goummitz, Guadam. 
gonichoue, Mistoue, and Matapediac, which faU into the Ristigouche ; 
the Grand and Little Nouvelle, Grand and Little Cascapediac, Caplin, 
Bonaventure, East Novel. and Port Danie), that discharge them~lves 
into the Bay of Chaleurs; Grand and I.Jittle Pabos, Grand and Little 
River, and Mat Bay River, flowing into the Gulf of St. Lawrence; the 
River st. John. and N.E. and S.'iV. branche"i. that fall into Gaspe Bay. 

There are numerous lakes in the interior; but that part of the 
country being only very superficiaUy explored, their exact position is 
not known. It is ascertained, however, that they, as well as the rivers, 
abound with a variety of fish, and that salmon, at 011(' period very shun. 
daut in the rivers, has since several year!) become almost extinct. 

The roads in the distric:t of Gaspe are few and very bad, and indeed 
the vanou. settlements would be wholly without the means of inter­
communication but for bridle roads-that is, such as may be travelled on 
boraeback-or the beach, which is in many places used as the highway. 
From River Novel to Port Daniel, 'where *the country is most thickly 
settled, a tolerably good reed of that description is opened, that may he 
travelledopart of the way by wheel-carriages. Beyond Port naniel the 
road has been traced and opened to Perce, and, although traversing a 
tninlyoottledoountry, is, together with other rOlid. of the district, about 
being III&teriaIIr iIIlproved out of the funds appropriated for that ohject 
by Ibe ll!giMat1ue of the province. The road acts' have hitherto been 
80 """'" ~ ... to _te • just degree of disaatisfaction; and the 
~ ... tbe other hand. of the duties of the Grand ~ oyer to certain 
sectiOlll of the district, to the exclusion of others, sucb as Gasp<! Bay, is 

• 34lG>o. m. obop. ~; 48 Goo. ru. cluop. 25. 
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a oonaiderable drawback upon the improvement of i.Io inlemol.oomm .... 

nicatioD6. 
The deserted .tate of tbe country from Cape Chat round to Gupe 

Bay b .. exposed tbe victim. of sbipwreck. 80 frequent aIoDg tb. in­
hospitable coast, to tbe grestest suWering> and di,t...,..; ... d tbe Gaspe 
commissioners in 18:iO wisely suggested in their report, the expediency 
of opening roads and establishing post-houses at public expense along 
that shore of the river and gulf of St. Lawrence, by which the unfortq... 
nate might find some relief. The sum of 5000/., including 10001. already 
appropriated for the purpose by the legislature, was considered by them 
suffieient to accomplish so humane an object. on granting the lands on 
the road to actual settlers as soon as it would be opened. 

II The roads which would be of the mOlt immediate use are as 
follow; that is to say, from Gaspe Day across the peninsula to Griffin's 
Cove, on the St. Lawrence, about ten miles; from Lake Matapediac 
to Grand f\.fitis, on the St. Lawrence, twenty. four miles·; froJn the 
source of the Ristigouche to the River St. John, about thirteen miles ; 
a road from the Basin of Gasp6 to Perre, over ungrantecl lands, about 
twenty.four miles; from Perce to New Carlisle, over the intervening 
ungranted lands, about twenty.four miles; from New Carlisle to Carle.­
ton, about nine miles, over ungranted land.; from Carleton to Risti· 
gouche, twelve miles, over ungranted lands ; from Mitis to Cape Chat, 
sixtYw6ix miles; from Cape Chat to Fox river, on~ hundred and five 
miles; and from th~nce to Griffin's' Cove, about six miles. It is to be 
observed, that, from Cape Chat downward., there are &everal places "here 
it would be necessary tbat tbe road should pass behind the """'ntai .... 
and in sorne plaees there may be interruptions rrom ravines and gullieo. 
Tbese roads it would. at first, ooly be necetaalY to open in a rougb ma~ner; 
that i. to say. about !Ii reet wide. 111 feet of wbich to be clear of im. 
pediments (wbicb migbt cost about 10l. per mile, .. paid by the_ 
missioners of internal communication. in the diatriet of Q~ for 
work or a similar description). leaving them to be b......rter implOVed by 

• Thla.-l hu ..... _ P'opmfopeued"" theaatboritr'" .......... "" the 
prvrincial ~. ad hi DOW cme of the __ ilDportat ~ ia tMt qaarW. 

It it called the Kempt Bold. 
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the grantees od/!U}>ylng the adjacent land. a. provided by the act 36th 
Geo. III. cbap. 9. Th""" road. upon which it might be expedient 10 
establish poot..h0UJe8 at an early period might be done with more par­
ticular care. A line of poot. from that district 10 Quebec mu.t, for the 
above .. wen as other manifest reasons, be of essential advantage to tra­
vellers. as well from Gupe and Chaleurs Bay, as to those arriving from 
parts beyond the sea., who, on making the ('.-Oust, might find it preferable 
to proceed by land to Quebec. From Grand Mitis 10 Quebec the road 
ill already opened; and for that part of it which is near Mitis, the country 
i$ indebted to the public spirit of John Macnider, Esquire. of Quebec, 
who, at his own private f'xpense, has cut several practicable parts of the 
road over points of land between Rimouski and Mitis, by which means 
the communication with the latter place is not only opened, but ma­
terially shortened. This road is connected with that opened from Ri­
mouski to Trois Pistoles, in virtue of an act for improving the internal 
communications • . " 

There are three &eigniories. Magnache. Pabos, and Grand River, the 
first and last of which are partially settled, the second not at all. The 
residue of the lands in the district is held in free and common soccage. 
The front ranges of the soccage lands are in several places settled, or in 
progress of amelioration, along the wholp. of the Bay of Chaleur8, a con~ 
siderable distance w,:stward up the river RistJgoul"he, and eastward as 
far 88 Gaspe: a few settlers have commenced improvements in the second 

ranges on the Bay of Chaleurs. 
The population of the di.trict, by the census of 1825. was given at 

about 4000 souls; and it may at present be computed. from correct 
cbIta of increaae, at 7,&77. This population is chiefly situated between 
Point Mackarel and RiotigOllche. and on the borders of Gaspe Bay. There 
.... booida about _ ,Indi ... s of the Micmac tribe domiciliated at Risti­
prell. and Caecapediac. who are not included in the above statement. 

""""piilli:l .... ed indeed the only village. are th""" of Carli,le 

• eom""'.e( a.p.t • .JBM). Thll Honourable Mr. JuatiDe Tucbereau and ColoHl 
.J ___ Pap ..... , JPII'fl ,~ COfIIDIY ..... ia 4l~ uuder the 69th Geo. III. ct.p. 3. 
'nil ~ w ___ i.voa WM Robet1: ChriItie, ~uire. and 1M land~aurveyor J_pb 
.... 11 ~jOSet. ~ •. &0. . 
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and Perl ... at .... h of which there is a jail and a court..houoe. wheft th~ 
provincial courts and courts 01 general .... sion. of the pesce are held. 
The courts are also held at Carleton and at Douglas Town. 

The inhabitants of tllis district, during the earlier period of its settle­
ments, chiefly derived their subsistence by fishing and hunting; but 
these resources having in some measure failed. they have more genera11y 
turned their attention to agriculture. and have succeeded 80 well, that 
they now stand in little need of those supplies they were accustomed to 
import. Their lands yield good harvests of wheat, barley. peMe, oats, and 
potatoes; excellent green crops, such as turnips. carrots, &c.; and the 
meadows produce hay in great abundance. The usual time for sowing is 
May, and the reaping-season September. The Canadian breed of cattle 
is that most generally raised by the fanntc'rs, but its rondition had for a 
long time been neglected. in the pursuit of other objects foreign to rural 
economy, snd the various species had degenerated. Some enterprising 
individuals have, however. imported superior kinds from the United 
States, New Brunswick~ and even from Europe. and a stimulus has thus 
been given that has since produced a very perceptible improvement in the 
department of stock-fanning . 

.. The district abouud. with lime. particularly Gupe Bay. the north 
shore of which is from its entrance, including Cape Gaspe lIpwards, a 
aeries of capes and precipices of the best limestone. In the'..,. of Cha-

• • leurs it is not 80 altundant, the coast in that part of the dist-riet nhibiting 
a chain of low capes of a red sandy stone, similar to that e-iription of 
stone called pudding. which by the action of the sea and ,..tb ... fall. 
and crumble. into fi"" gravel and sand. At and near Poree; in certain 
spots, the capes appear to he partly of variegated marble. and "'" oompooed 
of marine petriflKtiono. In New C.li,le. at the dlatanee of three or 
four mile. from the .... iOe, at a IIIl1IIll 10k ... is • bed of obeIl mod. said 
to be of a superior kind •. " 

Indubitable iudication. of cm\..mmes bay. been tnud in tile <ricinity 
of o..pe Bay. oJl the .hores of which. and at Paspebiac in the Bay of 
Chaleurs, are found a variety of valuable pebbles, sum as cmnelian. 
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0jJIIte. and jaeper. susceptIble of the highest polish, and rivalling in beauty 
the precious stones of the same description from India. 

The climate of Gas~, although the situation of the district is up­
wards of one degree north afQuebec, i8 not much. if at all, more rigorous 
than that of the other parts of Lower Canada bordering the St. Lawrenre. 
The thermometer ranges from IT in winter. to 80 in summer. in the 
.hade, the severity of the cold being generally tempered by the waters 
of..the expansive bay, and the heat of summer moderated by a regular 
sea breeze in the morning and land wind at night. The skies of the 
bay of ChaleuTS are serene, and its atmosphere is pure and dear, the 
fogs, so prevalent on the coasts of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 
being almost unknown in the bay, past the entrance of which they are 
seen rolling in dens~ volumes, but they very rarely impair the bright­
ness of the heavens. 

The staples of the trade of the district are fish. oil. timber and furs; 
and of these the two former are by far the most abundant articles of 
export. Of the fisheries the cod is the most extensive. It commences 
in 1\lay. and tenninates in October, and is chiefly carried on in open 
barges of 18 feet keel, manned by two fishermen. who daily put out 
about 8 or " miles from shore to cast their lines. The cod fishery like­
wise employs small craft that venture out to greater distances than the 
barges, and fish for several days together on the neighbouring banks. 
There are about 15 ~18 of this description belonging tv the district 
managed by a complement of from 6 to 10 men each, thus employed fDr 
about i months in the summer season. Of the first-mentioned class of 
fishing boats or barges, there were in 1820, 680; but this number is now 
m"l'b augmented. The cod fisheries of Gaspe employ about 1800· per­
son, of both sexes, of wbom about 500 are men wbo go thither for the 
sealPP.4'/I!l th. potiohes in the neighbourbood and below Quebee. The 
whole product of the cod fishery may be estimated at about 50,000 quin­
talJofclri<>d.1ID!i Jo,(lOO'l.uintalsof green fiIh, witb about 20,000 gallons of 
COf!, oil. ... IIicb "'" exported to Quebec. Tha herring and salmon fisheries 
are ,I'" ~ ill degree of impo<tanoe. or at leest produce. About 4,ooot 
barrela of ~ former. smoked as well .. pickled, are annually shipped to 

"0 fa' • ,.,1IIpaI1t l8IO. t Idem. 

uu 
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Quebec, and about 1,000 • of the latter, whicll is a eonsideraille dimiIIl'­
tion upon the produce of fonner y ....... attributable to the deficiency of 
proper regulations, restricting the time of /lsbing to oertaju oeasom, and 
otherwi.e regulating the modo of taking the oaImon. Thil fishery is 
carried on by persons practiaolly unconnected with the cod fisbery, aDd 
Its supplies are exported to Quebec, Halifax, and the West Indies. 

The whale fishery gives employment to 5 or 6 large schooners. 
manned by from 8 to 10 men each, who are extensively engaged ill tI~is 
branch of the fisheries during the summer months. The produce is from 
18,000 to 20,000 gallons of oil, which are chiefly exported to Quebec; 
and the total number of persons occupied in the fishery. whether in 
tsking tbe whales or preparing tbe oil, amounts to nearly 200. The 
whale fishery particularly merits the attention of. the legislature. By 
encouraging bounties to secure the adventurer against the serious loss 
consequent upon an unsuccessful voyage, the number of vessels employed 
would soon be considembly increased, and this importsnt branch of trade 
80 e1fectually carried on by tbe hardy inbabitsnts of Gaspe district as to 
compete, in some degree at least, jf not rival, that of our American 
neighbours, who are now almost in the exclusive enjoyment of it. and 
carry on their enterprising fi.!lheries at the very mouths of our bays and 
harbours. 

Vpwards of sixteen square-rigged vessels are annually employed in 
the export of dried fish to the south of Europe. Most of Ilu!ae vessels 
are built in the district, and are of the first· class of me~ts' .hips. 
Upwards of fifty sman ve&6cls areoonstantly. during the summer months. 
employed in the roasting trade, and from thence to Quebec, Halifax. and 
the West Indies. 

The lumber trade of the district has only oomnumced sinoe 1815 or 
1816. In 1818, four vesoel. sailed from theMe, laden with timber. In 
1819 and 18110 this number had mooh in ....... ed; and in the yean 18llS 
and 1896, about 60 .. il of v.-l. were engaged in the trade, and...med 
• ....,. tbout 760,000 feet of pine timbert. The vast quORtities of pine 

.. ec.miMioAeR' Report, llr.lO. 
t J. en."rord. &q. From thi. get1tleman'. able aDIWers to a .mH of qneriea. lll'OpOlf'd 

by me, relative to the dfmicc: of Uo.ape. [ lum datnM! ~lt: hlfbrm.tion. 
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timhe.-. growing in certain parts of the diatrict render tbi' branch of trade 
susceptible of great augmentation. It is cattied on to a far greater 
."tent on the opposite .hore of the hay of Cbaleura tbat lies within the 
province of New Brunswick; and indeed frequent in8tances are found 
of inhabitants of that province coasting over to the Gaspe ,ide, anll car­
rying away. in defiance of the authorities of the district, large quantities 
of pine of great value. The I)ro'JeCution of the timber trade is attended 
.... itb a variety of advantages to a certain cla~ of the people of the district, 
inasmuch as it gives them employment during the suspension of the 
fisheries in winter, at which season the Chanticrs afe always opened, and 
the timber prepared for market the following spring. The provisions of 
the lumber act did not extend to the bay of Chaleurs and Gaspe in 1821, 
and we are not aware whether ib. operation has yet been extended to 
that district. 

There ir, a resident judge at Gaspe, whose jurisdiction is limited to 
suits involving a demand of 20t. ; and this jurisdiction is reduc'ed to one 
half in cases of process against teal property; nor can the provincial 
judge legally issue writs of ClIplWJ or attachment against the body of 
debtors. 'fhis very circumscribed Jurisdiction of the court of king's 
bench at Gaspe has for some time been a subject of complaint by the 
inhabItants of the district, from th(' remote distance of the superior 
l.'Ourts of the district of Quebec. to which they !Ire compelled to resort 
to prosecute claims exceeding 20t. in amount. The administration of 
the criminal law of the district is more satisfactory, courts of qllarter 

sessions being regularly holden in four different place., in the district. 
" The bay of Gaspe, and particularly the Bay des Chaleura, are 

susceptible of the most improved agriculture, and have in this respect a 
decided superiority over the island of Newfoundland and the islands in 
the Gulf. The improvement of the district wIll principally depend on 
the attention which its inhabitants bestow on the culture of the soil and 
the encouragement they may find in its pursuit. The fisheries may 
oceasionally fail, and the conseq""nt decline of trade would materially 
prejudice the district, unless it contain within itself sufficient resources 

lQr ita own subsistence. For the establishment of emigrant., no port in 
uui 
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Canada offers such immediate resou .... of livelihood .. may be derived 
from the fisheries. It ;. a fact worthy of notice. that in the year 1816, 
when the lower parts of the province were afflicted with a famine from 
the destruction of the harvest with frost, no such inconvenience was 
experienced at Ptupebiact nor at any other place within the level tract 

above-mentioned -." 
The Magdalen islands t. in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. are annexed to 

the district and county of Gaspe. They contain 8 population of nearly 
1,000 souls, chie6y French Accadians and Catholics. Eleven English 
and five Irish families are settled among them, all of whom derive their 
principal subsistence from the fisheries. Beyond the cultivation of p~ 
tatoe gardens. agriculture seems wholly unknown on the jslands j but 
natural meadows.atld pasturing grountis are common, and afford whole­
some sustenance to a tolerable proportion of live stock. The inhabitants 
are in general remarkably hale and healthy, light in complexion. with 
flaxen hair. They are cheerful in character, and the females remarkably 
modest and ingenuous. The highest range of F ahrenheit's thermometer 
has been marked at 76°. It has been also observed that the islands are 
devoid of reptiles of any description; and that besides the fox, already 
noticed as inhabiting the islands, rabbits are likewise to be found t . 
There are two churches on the islands and a parsonage~bouse for the 
resident missionary. 

The fisheries of these islands are of considerable importance. but 
they could no doubt be rendered of much greater moment by judicious 
encouragement. inasmuch as their situation and locality materially favour 
their inc·rease. An extensive description of fishery formerly carried on 
was that of the sea cow. an unwieldy fish. resembling the toad in fonn 
and colour. with a head lIomething like an ox. They were generally 
taken in great numbers. sometimes 800 at a time, in large ec!wu";e. or 
itrands. where they used to collect on the various islands; but they have 

• CommiDionen' Repor., 1821. 

t For their numher and ~p4ical poaition, &c. vide Topograph.ical DiclimuJry. 
: For these interceting pnrticulan we are indebted to the Reverend Masire Beland, a 

gentleman of the aom.a catholic clergy, woo hu reaided tbeTe at miMionary for lOme time. 
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deaerted these places of resort, owing. as is supposed. from the weU­
known timidity of the animal, to the incautiousness of unskilful fisher­
meu, the too frequent approach of boats. or the indi!lCl'eet use of fire_ 
artnB in shooting them in their strands, where they were generally 
surprised whilst asleep. The immense produce of the sea cow fishery 
rendered it an object of considerable interest and profit; and it is much 
to. be lamented that so valuable a branch of the St. I~awrence fisheries 
s~ould have been neglected and discontinued. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Climate of the Canadas. 

AMERiCA possesses 8 climate peculiar to itself. The temperature 
of its atmosphere, under the different degrees of latitude, from the 
equator towards the poles, is not to be deduced from the atmospheric 
temperature of places situated under the analogous circles of latitude on 
tIJe ancient continent; and it would, therefore, be very fallaciouR to judge 
of the climate of Quebec or that of York, the capitals of Lower and Upper 
Canada, by those of Poicticrs and Florence, although the latter places 
aTC situated in the same average latitude as the former. Dut what are 
the immediate or remote causes of the peculiarities of the American 
climate has not yet, we belic\'c, been very satisfactorily demonstrated, 
thongl) the subject has led to much philosophical speculation, and formed 
the ground-work of certain meteorological theories. 

Hence it is supposed ., that the poles of the globe and the isothermal 
poles t are by no means coincident, and that, on the contrary, there exist 
two different points, within a few degrees of the poles, where the cold is 
greatest in both hemispheres. These points are believed by Dr. I1rewster 
to be situated about the 80th parallel of latitude, and in the meridians of 
95° east and 100" west longitude. The meridians of these isothermal 
p()le~ he consider!. as lying nearly at right angles to the parallels of what 
might be called th€' meteorological latitudes, which, according to his 
theory, appear to have an cbliquity of direction, as regards the equator, 

.. Dr. Brewster. 

t These poles appear to approximate very near t.o the magnetic poles of the earth, and thi. 
near coincidence led Dr. Brewlter to Buppoie tbat they might have aome other coonuion beaide. 
their accidental locality •• " If _if the Cduea of greaten cold be alIo prec::*ly the centrea 
of magnetic attraction, and if, from lOme uniDown but neceuary connexion, they are &11,.y. 
coincident, theD IN derive,from tile ItlWNII tffOIUm qf tke .tJg1te/ic poIu, au' ezpll.ll&tlOD of IID1e 

or the mOflt remarkable revolutiolll that bll.ve taken place. 011 the aurfaoe of the eart,h." -Ed;,.., 
burgh Encgclop«Jw, IIrticle Polar Regioru. . 
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80mething like the zodiac. Thus the cold circle of latitude tbat pas ... 
through Siberia would be the same that traverses the frigid atmosphere 
of Canada. This tbeory, whicb appears to us extremely rational and 
.trongly supported by facts, would go some length towards explaining 
the causes of the gradual decr .... of the severity of cold in the south of 
Europe, and lead us to the conclusion, that eventually the cold meridian 
of Canada may work its way we~tward. and leave that part of America 
to an enjoyment of the same temperature as those European countries 
situated in corresponding latitudes. 

That the temperature of the air is modified by agricultural operations 
cannot be denied, but that these operations should of themselves be ca.. 
pable of producing the changt:s that are known to have taken place in the 
course of ages in Europe,-where formerly the Tyber used to be often 
frozen, and snow was by no means uncommon at Rome; when the Euxine 

Sea, the Rhone, and the Rhine were almost every year covered with ice, of 
sufficient thickness to bear considerable burthens,-it is Rcarcely possible 

rationally to adroit: and, indeed, the meteorological observations, a~ 

far as they go in Canada, serve rather to disprove than to establish the 

fact. 
The rigour of the cold in North America has also been ascribed to 

the vast extent of the continent towards the arctic pole. to the snperior 
elevation of the land, to the immense height and continuity of its InOUII­

tains, the vastness of its forests, &c.; but we believe, that altllOugh these 
causes, admitting the facts to be all true·, might tend to augment tfle 

frigor of the atmosphere, they seem insufficient of themselves to produce 
the wide discrepancy that marks the temperature of corresponding lati­

tudes in Europe and in America. 
The inhabited parts of the two Canadas lie between the 42d and 

48tb degrees of north latitude, und if not influenced by other consjder~ 
&tiona than tlleir distaIlce from the equator and the pole, should enjoy 

the climate of cental and southern Europe. But it is otherwise: and 

• TJae at.ted ftId., bOlHftlt'. tbK the American coatlnan\ lItn'tehea lutber north than 

&rope and .A.ia '" iooonect; Captain FnakliD, in hit polar expedition, baring oouted the 
~ ... bpwarat of «Ml miles, and eI\Ibliahed thn eontineDtal America COE'II not much over· 
..... doo'lOllo_ 01_ ~ 
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however tbe beautiful skies of that portion of America may be salubrious, 
the atmosphere is impregnated with a considerable degree of cold in 
winter, and its frigidity is of much longer prevalence than would na.­
turally be inferred from the geographical position of the country. The 
8ummers are likewise warmer; and it is perhaps correct to say. that 
genenttly, the maximum of heat, and the maximum of cold, are both 
greater than in European countries in the same latitude. The range of 
temperature is, nevertheless, very sensibly felt between the two points 
we have mentioned ; for, in proceeding up the St. Lawrence, whose 
course is nearly N.E. and 8.'v"., the climate becomes considerably milder, 
and adapted by degrees to the growth of fruits that thrive but in wanner 
atmospheres. For instance, at Quebec, in latitude 46" 48' 49" north, 
apples are produced in plenty, but the peach and the grape are not 
cultivated with any success; at Montreal, latitude 45(> SO' north, the 
orchards yield apples and pears of very superior flavour; grapes are ma­
tured to great excellence, and peaches with care also arrive at perfection: 
at York, latitude 43° 4S' north, and in the Niagara and western districts 
of Upper Canada, still further south, all these fruits are found in the 
greatest luxuriance, and attain the highest perfection: the peach, the 
nectarine, and the grape seem here to have found their native soil, and 
are produced in the richest profusion. Wheat, barley, ryet maize, oats, 
and in fact almost every species of grain aTC cultivated in both Canada!; 
with every posflible 8u('cess. the cJimate being well calculated to bring 
them to maturity. In cold countries vegetation is neceesarily rapid, 
and in Lower Canada it is not unu&ual to see the fervor of a vernal aun 
unfold thE' foliage of the forest in great luxuriance, in the abort space of 
a fortnight; indeed 24 hours are known to have produced utonishing 
changes in the appearance of the woods. In Upper Ca"ada, ~here the 
auddennes~ of the transition from winter to summer is not 80 great, the 
budding and blowing are rather more gradual than in the lower province. 
and the summers are there several weeks Jonger, and the winters con. 
sequently shorter. The relative temperatures of both provinces will best 
be seen by tbe following table, which is calculated from meteorological 
observations, taken simultaneeusly in Lower and Upper Caoada, nearl, 
at the most southern pointo of either provinee. 
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No. I. 

Table .howi,,!! tke Higheat, U,WBlt, alld Mean Temperature qf eacn 
MOII/h, ;11. Upper and Lower CallQdo, dllring the year 1820. Latitude 
obop,t 42" 7UWlh in Upper Canada, and latitude 45° nortJ, or thereubout8 . " 
in Lower Cqnada. 

T H I;R~IO ~J t:T F.U-t'A II RJ:: N II r IT. W);ATIIER. 

U,I'''II. C A SADA Lowell CA1<o 'n .... UP 'EIl t ... MADA. Low!:. C,"fAO". 

1620. Mu!. Mu". "'''·1 "'0.' ] Rill" ! \t-now ~ :I[c~n. lIIeUl. Clu. " (,1.:IIT. (lr 

~ mum. m"m mum mum. ~no" IIt.,n 
- -- - ,-

!JI1JlUIlTV I 00" tldy~ lIR). day, day~ days 
48 -20 1f1.17 :1:1 -"" 11.14 13 1\ • 23 4 4 

February . I fiO 8 2.'.07 40 -2!.1 IO {JIJ II 10 7 21 3 5 
March [,2 0 26.94 17 - 2G , 121 3 21 " 2 25 3 3 
April 83 I 40 5970 81 II 41:1 YI 23 3 4 25 3 3 

~:'Y H2 10 67.;{2 !l~ 30 (;7'£14 22 5 4 Zl 4 4 
uno 117 I 57 n.5J 1)5 " 71i 34 2-2 B !W 2 2 , .1.' 

1i~ly, . 103 I 00 8L37 I", 02 n223 2,j 3 3 2{; I 3 2 
August . . flIl , !i!i 7:1 24 IfIO !ill 74 7 21 " r. Hi 12 2 
Sepulllber • 02 , ;);J 64.45 !IO 30 59. ) ti 21 5 4 18 8 5 
October 74 , 

2" 411. 5,'; " :'1224 13 8 '0 16 5 8 
No'Vembcr . 54 , 10 :14.5:1 411 _] :1 1744 II 14 7 14 7 10 
December U I - 2 25.43 4~J \-21 11 !l4 II 12 8 23 2 5 

, 

738 1"
0i2

1
48

'7 00 2:; i 11.7!'i ~14 
--

For the year 42.1 "" 62 1256 56 53 
F~th"um, ~ 
~er month" 

"J33 ~B33 i7 .')4 34 21 
uue, July, 00.00 5733 77 37 

' n" IoDOW 

~~gu.t 
46.33 -467 22.4.H M88 2433 1)25 55 1 35 WinW'rnonth. n .in I rain 

From the prec(>{iing t.1.ble 8 tolerably correct idea may be formed 
of the compal1l.tive merits of hoth climates, but it is to be regretted that 
we are n.ot in poss~tljon of a complete series of similar observations all_ 

tenor to 1820, ami from that period up to the present time. Whetht'r 
such observations ~xist we are not aware, but of their importance, in all 

agricultural as well as philosophical point of view. there can be no doubt, 
since the labours of the husbandman are in a great measure governed by 
aerial phenomena, whi1st the inquiries of the meteorologist proceed npon 
t he authority of reoord<'<l facts; and inasmuch as tbere are peculiarities 
~n the climate of America, whose causes are not fully investigated, the 
~.lItility of accurate meteorological journals becomes manifest. 

xx 
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We are not, however, wholly without data, relative to the climate 
of the Canadas, for a period of upwards of 80 years hack, and although 
they are furnished from partial observations: they serve to show. that 
the progreosive opening of the country has not so powerful an influence 
upon the temperature of the atmosphere as is generaJ\)r supposed, but 
that its chief tendency is to lengthen the summer, and thus abridge the 
duration of winter. That the gradual removal of the forests, to make 
room for open fields. contributes to aub,'ment the summer temperature is 
undeniably true. since it is well known, that the atmosphere itself is not 
heated by the direct rays of dJe sun, but that its warmth springs from 
the earth, and that the degree of this warmth is efitirely governed by 
the quantum of heat absorbed through the earth's surface. The pro-. 
grt'Ssive settlement of the country may then be expected to benefit th~ 
climate, by its throwing open to the direct action of the sun a more 
extended surface of territory; and this benefit, it may he observed, will 
be the more sensibly felt at night, from the earth's having imbibed a 
sufficient quantity of caloric to temper the coolness of the air between 
the setting and rising of the sun. In an agricultural point of view, 
such an improvement in the climate of Canada will be of great moment, 
as the coldne,;s of the nights i~ generally the cause of blight in tender 
fruits and plants ; and from its equalizing the temperature, probably 
render the climate capable of maturing fruits that are indigenous to 
wann countries. 

No. II. 

Mea. 'If/he T/""lUometrr at 8 A. M.for the montl. 'If July, durillK twenty 
yea"',fmm 1799/0 1818,IU ob.eroed &y lhe lale Rev. A. Spark, D.D. 

July, 1799 
- 1800 
- 1801 
- 180'1 
- 18113 

OO·Jl7 
66.70 
66 .. 1 
68.85 
69.38 

I July, 1604 
- l8O!i 
- 1606 
- 1807 I - 1Il00 

72.19 
67·93 
&i.96 
75.18 
73.35 

July,l809 60.00 
- 1810 69.16 
- 1811 65.32 
- 1812 1 6216 
- 1813 51.41 

I July, 1814 
I _ 1815 
; ..:... 1816 

1

- 1817 
- 1818 

60.4. 
65.117 
58.65 
62.19 
M.OO 

Henee the warm. of thew yean, during the moath of July, wu 1807, the eoldeat 181S. 
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No. Ill. 

A P""'ID 'lflhe e",lre,. .. 'If Heal and Cold at Quebec,for /en yea", begi .... 
ning w;tk tke year 1800-, 

E:llmne Cold. E.~ H~t. 

lOOO-January • , 
29 ... ... 6 .. . July 6 . ..... 9a - 30 ...... 4 ... - 8 .. . .. 02 

lOOI _ Jll.lluary 4 ..... . 10 ... July 31 . ..... 00 
February 13 . .... 10 . . August 9 .-. , .. 89 

1802-Jan* " 2:.J .... .. 15 ... July 27 . .. ... 86 
Febnulry (j .. .... 20 .. . A ugust 10 . .. . Il< 

lOO3-J anuary " .... ,. 18 ... July 8 . ..... 93 
FebruQry 1 .... H ... - 9 . ..... 97 

lB04-January 20 .. " 17 .. JUlie 22 . ..... 00 - 21 ... .. 2l! - 23 90 . .... 
lB05- Jonuliry 3 ... In July 14 . .... 89 - 5 ..... 20 - 15 ...... 91 
J806-Janullry 17 '" .. " J uly 14 . ..... Il< 

Fcbrunry fi .-.. .. 8 .. - " .. ... as 
lB07--Janua~' 22 .... .. 15 .. . Joly 12 . .... 96 

- 2G ... ... 20 ... - 27 . ..... 95 
l808.-J&IIUlfY 3 ... ... 12 ... J une 23 . .. ... 91 - l a ... 13 J ulv 16 . ... .. 96 
JROO-Jonunry 14 .. ... . 26 '" Ju~e 27 . " . 92 

J:o'coruary 4 ...... 23 ... July 9 . ..... 90 
181O_ Jamlory 20 2" ... J une 18 ... ... 90 

l<~ebruary 10 22 '" - 19 . , .... 99 

These observations would evidently tend to show, that no ltmelio~ 

ration has taken place in the rigour of the climate; but it appears, on 
the contrary, that in the later ye,rs iNo. Ill). 1809 and 1810, the 
mercury fell lower than in any of the preceding years, as far back &,0;; 

1800, and even more, for we find that, in that year, the degree of cold 
",as the least of any of the f'lllowing, up to 1810 inclusive. W e also 
find that, in 1810, the temperature of the summer was rather less than 
in several years preceding, and that the thermometer did not rise, by six 
degrees, so high .. it did ten years prev:iously. Notwithstanding these 
facts, we have the assertion of some of the oldest inhabitants of the 
conntry, that the climate of Canada has become perceptibly milder within 

• Taken from the O~QQf of Dr. Spark&. 
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their recollection; and we are thus left to conciliate this traditional re~ 
cord with contradictory facts, and the only mode of doing so, appears to 
be the application of their remarks, more to the nuration of the mild 
seasons than the degrees of cold, that were indicated by the thennometer 
in the course of the year. 

In giving the following meteorological tables for January and July. 
1828, it should be observed, that they ought not to be taken as a fair 
criterion of the climate of Quebec during those months, inasmuch as the 
weather was unusually bad and boisterous during most of that year: 
but from the scientific accuracy with which they were compiled on Cape 
Diamond. the most elevated point of the Quebec rock, they will show 
the meteoric phenomena that sometimes affect the skies of Lower Canada, 
and of the capital in particular; and for this purpose they are Jaid before 
the reader. 
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No. IV. 

JANUARY. 182:8. 

- B •• O)ll:TEa. TOE1l)lOJlETE1l. 1 """'0. 
OAT. or T ilE 

~t . ~ ... 
U .a- II WEATRJ;II. " f] ~ D lm:t:ion and Force. "h:Tf:OR!. ~ 

.J(O)f'l"H. ]~ - . 
j • i'· , '. i ~ '0 0- ~o 

'l~ < ~ ~~ <~ .~ Noon . Noon. ~ 
; ; ; • = ~ < -- • I I--

° Tuesday 1 2980 29 78 -10 11 13 Nolle cleaf Hi 
WedneSday 2 57 32 20 31 36 N E. fair ditto 16 
Thursday 3 28 75 20 34 32 36 8.W .... ~ w. moderate ditto 17 
Friday 4 2965 62 7 22 22 Tone gloomy 18 
Saturday 5 30 16 26 32 35 N.E. moderate ~Ilowing 19 
Sunday 6 45 47 24 28 32 w. zl'phyr rloudy ~et for a storm 20 
i'I.llIday 7 28 97 2854 B 15 16 N.E. by E n gult stormy snowing 21 
Tuesday H 29 61 2980 -12 -0 -0 W.8.W. olmOl>t ditto c1caf 22 
Wednesday 9 3000 30 21 -5 6 to w. by B. moderate ditto 23 
Thursday 10 2992 2985 " 10 I4 N.E.1l b'1!.le u1most ditto 24 
Friday 11 93 86 13 23 24 ditto, modcmtc dim clellf 25 
Saturday ]2 75 75 31 35 36 None a100my a thick fog 2f.i 
RunJ\l.y 13 25 28 36 34 34 w. modcrotc rizzling ditto 27 
I\fon~lI.y 14 94 50 0 11 13 E. breeze gloomy .. nowing 2B 
Tuesday 15 03 41 12 10 15 s.W, by w. a gale lltorm{ 29 
Wednesd. 16 30 05 90 - 12 I 6 W.8 w. mo!lerllte dim c ear 1 
Thuraday 17 28 86 28 95 10 II '" ditto, IItronger d~ 2 
Frida! 18 29 72 29 62 -5 4 10 ditto, mOOf'rllte ditto aurora borclIli,. 3 
Satur ay 19 55 31 2 II 11 N.E. by E . a gale clouded ( wi."d B. W. a 4 
Sunday 20 2875 2896 16 2 16 8 . w .• trong breeze cl~ [gale in the air 5 
Monday 21 2900 29 21 20 15 12 ditto, ditto ditto clouding little. '; 
TUf'aday 22 70 83 -24 -4 -4 ditto, moderate ditto halo. sun 40 4t 7 
WedneHI. 23 85 87 10 4 4 I ditto, ditto ditto t dill. halo» of " Tbu...w.y 24 3011 30 31 -12 6 6 ditto, ditto very clear 470 dia lIun i. 9 
Friday 25 2990 294lJ -3 22 25 N.B. ditto clear aun,halo4&d.ia. to 
Saturday 26 24 45 3J 30 37 W.II.W. ditto c1euring from fogs ·Il 
Sunday Z7 3000 85 0 2 8 K.N.K. atronger gloo~y let for .. Itorm 12 
Monday 213 28 42 28 37 10 20 22 None 8nowmg (illglobed ditto. 13 
Tuesday 29 21125 29611 I -4 I w. moderate very clear 14 
Wodnood.3O 3000 91 20 4 7 W.I .•• ditto ditto 15 
Thnnday 31 2920 42 6 21 21 8.W. by w.ditto gloomy 16 
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Tn..ay 1 29 19 29 12 1 53 57 66 B.W. te, N.li:. modt'TDte showery cloudy, blade. !IO 
Wednftd. 2 12 HIM 56 58 W.E. th a gnle almost ditto gloomy 21 
Thnnohy 3 17 20 51 52 53 8.W. by w., N. by 1>. gale heav\' min cloudy 22 

Fri"" 4 !l5 47 15• /JO 64 l'lIriOU B elt.'1Ir1ng fogs and gloomy to noon, clear aftu 23 
Sa",:Ly 5 55 48 ,1}2 70 '76 None clear set for thunder ,our. bor.Mow. fa r off' 24 
Suay 6 16 0'1 56 72 76 w. by N. 1I.@:l\le ditto but thund. & min came on .ron af. noon 25 
Monday 7 12 17 ! 63 63 67 w. by 8. fllint mining cluudy, 1Ihowery 26 
Tn..ay 8 36 4B ! 56 60 64 I:.N.E. almoet .. gale cloud?; sllOwery and black after DOOD 27 
Wod"""- 9 22 28 80 I 5:3 59 59 ditto, " r;tfOug gale drizs ing ralD cloudy Bnd tdIowery 26 
Tln.,..Jay 10 !lOBS 29 19 1 !is 68 60 S.w. by w. 8 brene clearing from black till noon Dearly 29 

Fn""L II iI9 :n 16 57 62 66 S.8.W., N.B.~ moderate n turbulent aky & rain tqually. &c. 30 
s.tur 1 12 18 26 1 49 62 63 W.N.W. at!e clear lately tbunde:ring and ahow-err I 
8nnd.r 13 37 .2 49 64 70 B.W, stiff r(>('t;C clear only a few clouds in the honson 2 
Mooday 14 38 27 1 58 58 64 B.h igb,mod.N.B.byx.ga1 black, dry showery 3 
Tuesdly 15 32 3556 58 58 ditto, both ditto shoWerT a turbulent skt 4 
Wedueid. 16 41 4655 62 62 s, ... by 8. cloudB, mod. mining' fogs, gloomy, , owery 5 
"rhunday 17 41 33 1 59 89 89 w, ditto clearing ditto, showery, tbunder S 

~ 18 32 21 56 76 76 B.W .• gale deBr cloudy black at 6 o'clock. p.m. 7 
y 19 06 26 1>4 62 ' 70 74 ditto, moderate clearing unsettled, gloomy •. :lhotrtn • .\e, 8 , 

Sunday !IO 03 29 06 68 79 79 B. w. by s, a breele d.., glOOUlY morning. our, bot, at nicht • 
"ooday 21 ,.., W56 81 81 $, moderate dim~clear tbundershower, far away, N.N.W'. 10 
....... y 2Il 23 11 ·62 76 77 N . )I;, breese clear, but8OOJ1 squally. with thu.nder and rain II 
Wod"""- 23 14 J2 '83 76 76 w. by .. moderate ditto t1nwder and !howery 1~ 

n ..... y24 
26:1 

SIB IH I 64 76 77 W.B.W. ditto showery, with din. thu. halo on sun and moon 13 I 
Fn~ 25 87 ' 62 75 76 8. ditto clear, unsettled thunder and ehowery 14 : 
Sat 126 93 96 1 62 71 71 B.W, by B. ditto diu!) ditto fog and rain in the'ldoming 15 ' 
8imday 27 97 9( 1 65 74 74 fI.W. byw., N.K.byB. do. .howery cloudy 16 1 
.... .soy 28 WOO 2916 i 55 65 116 S.w. by w. moderate thn. cloud oYer a cl.lky showery fa:r off If.W. 17 
~W at. M 5' 89 70 ditto, ditto diuo diu<> 18 
WedoeOd. 00 89 M

j
S2 7'l 74' 8.B.W. faint c1ev.r rutt<> - - 19

1 
n""""y 31 35 2460 M 67 s. by w. moderate mowery, unsettled thunder and lIqually. &c. Ill(} 
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CLlMATJ! OF THI! CANADAS. 

Th~ prevailing winds, both in Upper and Lower Canada, are the 
north·eatlt, ROrth-west, and south-west, which all have a considerable in­
fluence on the temperature of the atmosphere, and the state of the 
weather. The south-west wind is the most prevalent, but it is generally 
moderate, and accompanied by clear skies; and the north-east and easterly 
wiftds usually bring with them continued rain in summer and snow 
in winter; the north.west is remarkable for its dryness and elasticity, and 
from its gathering an intense degree of frigor. as it sweeps over the frozen 
plains and ice-bound hills in that quarter of the continent, invariably 
brings with it a perceptible degree of cold. Winds from due-north, 
south, or west are not frequent. At Quebec, the direction of the wind 
often changes with the tide, whICh is felt for nearly 60 miles higher up 
the stream of the St. Lawrence. 

The azure of Canadian skies is be-.mtiful1y transparent and pure, and 
the starry constellations are remarkably luminous and bright. The 
northem region of the heavens is very frequently glowing with the 
vivid coruscations of the evanescent aurora borealis, whose vertical 
irradiations are often of sufficient brilliancy to dispel the darker shades 
of night. This aerial phenomenon is sometimes so beautiful and sublime 
at Quebec, that it not unfrequently attracts considerable crowds on the 
ramparts and elevated public walks, to admire its waving and sllOoting 
splendours. 

Fogs are almost unknown in Canada, but the morning dew somp­

times rises in a light vapoury cloud. which is almost suddenly dispelled 
by the first 801ar rays that gild the horizon. .In winter, however. when 
the cold is intense, a thick vapour is frequently seen on the unfrozen 
surface of the St. Lawrence, driving heavily before the wind, amidst 
masses of floating ice. In Low,,"r Canada the winter commences about 
the 25th of November. in the regions about Quebec, and it may be said 
to last until the 25th of April. when agricultural operations are resumed. 
In the district ~ Montreal the permanent cold sets in generally a fort­
night or three weeks later, and the spring is probably as much earlier, 
although the .. advantage. are subject to frequent vicissitude.. It may 
theretore ~ said, that tbe field labours of husbandry are interrupted in 
tile"" ...... JII""riIIce for five months in the year, during which period the 
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fann .. ~. emp~ in threshing his com, manufacturing ~ ~ .. tic 
woollen. IIld lineDs, cutting and drawiDg hi. wood fontae\. ~ng 
materials for repairing fences, &c. In Upper Canada. the winter i& con· 
siderably ,horter. and the sledge or sIeighi"K season, which. in Lower 
Canada, generally continueB for five months together, scarcely lasts.two iQ, 

the upper province. The average depth of snow that falls in theC6W'Hof 
the winter is about 30 inches; but it is frequently accumulated to far 
greater depths during snow storms and drifts that sweep the min.~ 
particles onward in violent tornados, until they are repelled by lOme 
opposing object. and there collect into high banks. The month of Fe­
bruary is ill general the most boisterous of the season. and most liable to 
these drifts. 

In summer the electric phenomena of the atmosphere. 85 displayed 
in the vividness of lightning and the burst of loud thunders, are some­
times appalling in the extreme, and have in numerou'! instances heen 
attended with very serious consequences. The destruction of ex.tensive 
barns and hay stacks, and in several cases the loss of human life, are 
among the disasters that on some occasions result from the violence of 
thunder-storms in Canada, and particularly in the neighbourhood of 
Quebec, where it is probable the electric matter is more powerfully 
attracted by the elevation of the mountains, and the magnetic vroperties 
it is likely they possess. 

In point of salubrity no climate in the world can perhaps be found 
to exceed that of Canada, which is not only a stranger naturally to 
contagious disorders or fatal epidemics, but extremely conducive to 

longevity. In the early ~riods of the settlement of the upper province. 
the fever and ague were indeed very prevalent; but as the cause of thi8 
local affection was gradually removed by the draining of marshes in the 
progress of cultivation, it has almost entirely disappeared. It is impos.­

sible, however, to guard on all occasions against the introduction of 
infectious diseases into the towns; and we therefore find that malignant 
fevers have in some cases crept into hospitals; but these cannot affect 
the general character of the climate, and the healthfulness and invigo.., 
rating elasticity of thE' atmosphere. 

As regards the ",latlve temperature of diiferent .part. uf LOw.., 
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CanIo? .. ~o.1ind from tbermometrical observations taken br U8 iir various 
part;a\;fDI tbf.·ftrovince, and a comparison of these with remarks almost 
simultsbeously made at Quebec, that the degree of heat during the 
months of August and September is pretty equable throughout the 
ettlements along the 8t. La.wrence, making allowances for the soutbern 
~poIure of particular spots and the local elevation of others. But these 
~rological remarks being in them .. elves too desultory and incomplete 
to form a satisfactory tabular exhibit of comparative temperatures. we 
have merely noticed the general result to which they SCf'm to lead. 

In thus adverting to the distribution of heat and cold in various 
parts of Lower Canada, it may not be uninteresting to know the tempe­
rature of the air in the more northern sections of the British dominionti 
in America, and we therefore insert the foJ1owing table. framed from the 
thE!l'mometrical notes of Captain Franklin. R. N. 

Tahte qf the AtmO$pkeric Temperature during tlU! undermentioned montlM. 
aI Fort Enterprue, la#tude 640 28' 11'., longitude 113~ 2' 39" w. 

1IIontJ, •• r .IIIu,. M,ni. 
!\Iran. 

mllDlo I mun,. 

-----
11120 

I 
, . , . , 

September .. .... . 53 16 ~1 7 
October 37 .. 230 ....... ... - a 
November .. .... .. . j 25 _ ::\1 - 07 
December ......... / 6 ,-57 -29 7 

J9nU,ni~~~ .. ... ... 20 _49 _156 
February . . ..... 1 I_ 51 -253 
March....... .v.1 24 -49 -11 5 
Ar.i1 .......... .. ... 1 40 1- 32 4 6 
}ay . .. " . ... . ( 68 I B 32 

• 

Mean of 9 months
r 

:lO3-278 0 , 
• -50 below zero. 

The temperature of the waters in the northern latitudes appears in­
variably to be higher than that of the air, and Sir John Franklin thus 
fiD& that the extreme. of temperature of the polar sea, observed by bim 
in August, are 58' and S5'; the general temperature 48'; whilst that of 

~be atmOlpbere did not exceed an average of 8"'. , .. 
yy 
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It is worthy of remark that the great lakes of Upper Canada are 
liable to the formation of the prester or water.spout, and that several 
instances are ' recorded of the occurrence of that truly extraordinary 
meteoric phenomenon, the theory of which. however, is well known. 
'''hether electricity be a cause or a consequence of this formidable 
meteor, appears nevertheless to be a question of some doubt among 
natural philosophers, Gassendi being disposed to favour the fonner 
opinion. whilst Cayallo ('''pollses the latter. 



CHAPTER XII. 
.. . 
. Statistics of Lower Canada-Population, &c. 

As far as partial enumerations go, as taken from time to time since 
the first settlement of the country, we find that the population of the 
province has gone on increasing in a variou~ ratio, doubling itself at 
some periods every 25 years, and at others every 29 and 31 years, but 
more recently in a far greater mtio. In 16'22, which is the earliest date 
at which any computation appears to have been made of the number of 
inhabitants in any section of Canada, we find that Quebec wa.'l tIl eD but 
a small village, and did not contain morc than 50 person .... • altogether ; 
and in 1720, this number had increased to 7,000, and must therefore 
have doubled itself about every 14 years, admitting the augmentation to 
have been regular. The population of the town of Montreal in the latter 
year was 3,000. 

The first general capitation that we find recorded is one t.'lk(,Jl ill 

1676 t; and the following table is calculated to show the popull.ltion a~ 
it was subsequently detennincu 3t different periods, aIld also t he increas(' 
between those periods. 

Populatifm qf Lower Canada, at f'ariou.~ limes,from the year 1676 to 1825 iJlchtS;1'l', (18 taken frOnt 

the authority qf Chadl'l'oia:, La Pothel'flye, flnri qf public dOrU1JlcnIR. 

-
r_ 

fsod .. 
1~611~ In=aJe loc_ Inrn::>«-

. h''''U'~ I ntn:1U\I! InoTC&..r 1816 In 12 y"- 1700 III t2 YrI. IjOG ,n Ii yr. 1,1-& II, 1: 1'" 116.1 ,n 4{oyrt. 
I,,,, 

lR2,j )n. 

-
8,415 11,24 '.'" 15,000 3.1M 20,~ r.,ooo 26.004 6,004 (;:;,000 311,091; 113.000 4R,OOO 450,000: 

. 

* Cha.t1nois, ... 01. i. p . 15ft t Idem. 
1 The CNmla.howl only 423.630, but it is obyiou.slyiow; and the committee of the auembly 

itt 1826 ooaeide:red the population or Low~ Cmada to be 600,000 eoula. Tbil ,fgl'in. we believe, 

,.... ntbn JUch ~ the time. and have therefore taken what appean to UI oa being a correct mean. 

yy2 

f nn e 
<I , 

33' 
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Thus we have a total increase in the space of a century add a quner 
(computing only from the yeor 1700) of 455,000 souls, growing outoW' • 
population of 15,000, which, dividing the whole period into four parts, 
gives an increase every year during the first 14 years, neatly in the ratio 
of 5.66 per cent. j during the ensuing 45 years, from 171' to 1759, of 
about 3.15 per cent.; from 1759 to 1784, 25 yeats, rather less than S 
per cent.; and in the last period, from 1784 to 1825, a term of 41 years, 
in the proportion of 7t per cent. annua~ly. The augmented ratio of 
increase during the last epoch is ascribable to the accession of ioha.. 
bitants arising from emigration to the country, or to usc a convenient 
modern word. immigration, which commenced about the year 1820, and 
has since tllat date progressi\·ely added considerable numbers to the 
population of the province. 

The progrC'!)s of the colony was decidedly languid under the French 
government, and the de .. tructi\·c warfare that was for many years waged 
by the .Aboribrines ag-dinst the colonized Europeans wns such as to 
impair its ad\"anecment in all eminent degree and check the increase of 
its population; and hence we derive some explanation why the usual 
periodical duplication of the population, us fixed by statists at l~ and 
14 years for early colonje~, did not take plate in Canada anteriorly to 
the conquest. Sub ... equently to that e\"cnt, the ratio of increase 8ppear~ 
to have becomc gradually greater. ulltil it ro<;e at once to a very high 
degree, by the allnual accession of large families emigrating to the 
country from England. Scotland. and Ireland, and also from the United 
States of America: Ireland. however, being that part of the United 
Kingdom whence they chiefly proceeded. The continuance of this emi~ 
gratinn, mal its tendency to incrE'ase rather than diminish, must, in a 
comparatively few years, give the Canadas a population of several 
millions, and inconceivably augment their importance as appendages to 
the British empire. 

A collective and general view of the statistics of Lower Canada is 
exhibited in the following tabular statement; wherein the population, 
churches, mills, &c. in the province. are particularly enumerated,. by 
counties and districts. From the exrent of the country over which the 
population is spreacL and the multitude and variety of the objects em~ 
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lwaoed in ~he table, it is very possible that some omissions may OCCR­

siof.a6lly be found to have taken place in some one or other of the 
columns; but we have reason to believe, from the high respectability 
and authority of the sources· whence we have derived the materials for 
its composition, and the assiduity ,laboriousness, and attention with which 
they were reduced to their tabular form, that these omissions are not of 
sufficient moment to impair the general accuracy of the statement; and 
we 8l'e sustained in this conviction by a personal knowledge of its cor­
rectness in numerous instances . 

• The &eiglu~urs und eura\..e8 1)£ tbe province. by the general fC'd.dincs.s and intelligcllce of 

tlleir nplil'8 to printed queries MuLmittcd to their colllJideroltioll, have nff'orded a considerabl\· 

portion of the information tll\\t has I'nabk.J me to compile the statistical tablc. Tllc an.,wers of 

the curates to the eirewo.rs of the aSkmbly have also aided in the compilation, a.'!. regard! the 
8o.~igniories; wllilst the principal landlloldcrs and intelligent inll(l.hitllnt!! o! thc tmvnshps huve 
been the sources of much information relative to the statistics of the soccuge scttlemenb of the 

province. To these were added the advnlltage of access to o.uthentic documents of importance, and 
la~t1y the extensive personal knowledge of facta, relative to the statistical and agricultural stilte 

of the province, I had the means of acquiring in the CQurse of l>(!\,cru.l tonn., t'mol"J.cing the 
ntremities of tile province, llJld performed in the dbehtu'ge of official (lutie~, uvowedly with a 
VieW of 118Ct'ltainillg tne rl'sources of the colony. 
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." • 
SlaJisticaJ Statfflle1lt 'II ike ",,,,"nee 'II L=.,. Cn.ada. ea/ev/akd for~, 18~7. ant 

and C"".ti ... purnutnt 10 an Act qfl~. Pr .. incial Legi,latur •• dated 14IA 'If Marclo, 18~9 
matiol1 0/ His Excellency Lieutenani.Gl'''l'ral Sir Jome8 Kempt. K. G. C., .ddai,.Utra/(JI 

_. _ __ t " ,u,· , ~[' 'm."" or R. o,. I ~ 1 MUk. \ 

~~ l! ~E p 1 

... . - ..- \- '"' =- j- -1 :.. ~ = - r.; • I;... .... 0. Q CQ Il00 ,1-01= ~ 
- - - e.--- - - -

1
------0- _______ + _L 

1 Ac:u\i l.' 11 ,470 I " .. . I ." ' .. . . 1.·· . ..:. .. Inn ... ," 4 2 I 712 2 . .. 2 1 ... 2' • ..1 ~ 
I n""h'm,,;, ".'64" , ..... 4 " 4, .. "l" "I "", ...... 2 "i I, 2 2 .. . ' 41'" "111'1 

3. Dcrtbit'r Ji.i !J·i " ... " ,ti ti,.... . I '" 22.1 .. .. . 7 6 I 612 21.1..." ... 11111 
4, ChamLly 12.!lH:l 2

1

" 1 I f~ 1 11 1, 4' !i2li. . . J, 3 15 , 5 4 ~ ... II' 112"'1' 
:it L:I Cbenave l.J ,nj.i , 1 .. . . . 4 "' 4 .. . . . . : :l lOU!. .. ... 5 6 1 !J , 3 SI"·.1" ....... .. L, 
~ La Prairie IIum .... .. '... .i .i ,-l 2/, .. ... 1 3 2:~ :~i '''''' :l I 7 [ 4 ! 3 :I "'1 II" ... 1 :.? •• 2 
I L'A&IWmrtion IO,2·Jli l I'" .. "J' 3 :)1 .. .. . ···1 21 l~ .. . ... 7 ~ .r; .. 2 . .. I ] ••• 1 )1···11 
f~l\1 iSl! isqut 7.7(;(1· 3 " 2 II .... " /. .·1· .. · ' \ ii 1nfo,." .•. 7 12 I 20 ;,5 .• 13 :'I ... 2' l l ~ 

~ =! Montreal 39 . .)21 II I ... III If l~ 51 :i ' ) ~6,4561 1 1 33 6 I 2 22 .,, \ I! .. ... 41"! ~I 
~ 10 Ottawa 2,4RR 2 .. .. · ... I ll .. . +..1 l , 301'" ... :3 5 II J ... ... 21 1 ... 2 .,,! 3 
~ I II Ricbt lieu lIi,!167 n'" I .. Ii 5 5 . '" 1

/

3 3951 JIll 23 7 1 1 . ..t. .. .. ... <i 21~ 
~ 12 Rou\·iIIe lii, l,j!' I _ ' J . 4 41 ... 1 .. ; ... 3 110 .. . ... 15 11 , 6 2 1 .. .1 ••• 1 ... .. · :j 2[" 
..:, l :il St. H yacinthe J2,1I4H J ". " 5 4 51 I! I ... 1\ 150 .... . 4 6 , 12 1 1 .. j ......... I!· .. .. ·I 

14\ Shelfortl 4 ,~~i I i"· .. · · .. · .. · .. .. · '"1'' ' "13 5:~" ... 17 () ! 17 2 2 " I 3( .. ..... ~ ... .. 
l.'.i I St11nst~d fl .2/2 1 4 1 .... ..... ........ . .. ::\ 9H . 32 2J ! Xl 1211 J 4 I 1 1 
16

1 
TerTChonne W,IIH.'. I... ...:) :-1\ 31 ,,' ... 4 :14,')1.. .. 5 6 j 12 5 5 ... 1 2 I . .. . .,. 

17/ Two Mountaills 1I1,2·1~ II I I ... 4 ~4 4! I ' . .. / 7 3112
1 
... ... l~ fl 13 2 2 1 21... ... I 

Ill! Vaudreuil l :Ulflj ....· :; :; (; I· ' ... 4 18B .. .. " 7! 6 3 . ..1. . .1. .. ". .. .. 

_:~ Y"oh''''-r""" :~::.: ~hl ;'7';GiiI~: '~' :, ' ;; :,,~~~~~ ,,; I: ~.; 'f' ,:~:~~! ;~' ~;:i '~; 
1 Ikance riO' 71;[' !- ~~~ 5 [, bl ~'~~ 39~ : J:n3942':t ....... .. 

2 n.1I~h"'" 15,0«' I. ... ...... "I ' 1"'1" " 4 IrK! .. ..... 6 7 30 2 .+ .. ".... .. .. .. 
31 Dorci,eI;t e. r Il ,2.m II ... J .. 4 ~ " .1 ... 1 3, 190

1... ... 3 5 7 J 1 .. . .. . ...... ... .. .. , 
4 hI" 1 , ~.777 " ' '''' ''' 51 ~ .. .. .. : .. 3 J~...... 5 6 29 • .. ......... ~ ... .. 
50, Kamou' llloka 1~ ,r.44 \" ... ... ... 4 4) !! I' ] .. . 2 !::. ... .. . 6 7 22 ..... . ...... 1 .. · 1 

u ti. Lotbiniete 7,7fi~ ; ....... .. .. 5 " .. ... .I. .. Ii 2i .. . . 3 6 12 .. . .. .... '" ... . .. .. . .. . .. 
-= 7 1\h .... >antie 6261'" ... ...... ......... ... ... ... ... , ... .. ... ... 2 6 ... ...... ' " ." ... · .. 1"· · .. 
: B, :"lontmonnci 3,731"1 ... ...... .. . 6 5 5 ... .. . .. . . .. ... ". .. . 2 3 4 J ... . .. ... ...... ... ... . .. 
:;) 9 Orlenp, 4,]28 .. .. ' .. " 5 4 5 1 .. . . ". .. ... ... ... 2 4 3 ... ... . .. .. .... .. ....... . .. 

10 Portneuf lO .. ljj2 1 .. .... . .. .. -!.{ 60 I . ..... 4 149 .. .... 11 14 43 ~ ! ·.·.· ... ~ .. ,;,·.·.· ... · .. I': .. j, 
11 Quebe<: 34J,{I{'4 2 1 .. 114 8 4 2 1 32,420 1 1 25 7 15 ..... ..... I ~ , 
12 Rimouaki 7,935 .. . . " ... .. . 11 3 ." . . .. . 4, 105...... 1 9 18 ............ ...... ..... , .. 
13' , • 
ti Sogu-yT_i~:;:; fa .. ; .. ; .. ;"~:5: .... - · ~1~;3.: · ; .. ;1 ~. ~~ 1 ... 111'. 

... ' " .. ... ...... .. 
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",mq_tly reorpillOd to _ the New Civil DivilUm a1Ul Suhdi. ilion /hereqf, into D iltricl. 
I.d wkic1l received ".. Mqjelty'. am"t Ike 17tk qf AUlflUt following, promulgated bV tke procla­
if t'" Go..,.,.ment, on the 51h Octoher, 1829, 
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The District o( St . Francis comprdl(,lIus tile" 11011' (If th .. city of SherbrookcJ IUld II g~t plt:t of thr counties of Stanatend 11\1 
in the .ta~IDeQt.I 0 

OD:;ER\'ATIO:-OS. 

In. Th~ columns which han chiefly occupied our attention IUId tiene, as being a moat important branch of :be 
.tati.ties of the pnwince, 8re thOS(' fir J)()(lulatron. the derft}' cst.Misllm,.nl" corn and saw-miU., hctone. IlDd vil..lap. '."lIt 
other column, art' calcuhlted l mrtl~ (rom pt!r8tJnal knQwU:tdge II nti partly from v .. rioul aourue. of information that IDlIY" 
depended upon, and may be fairly con .. i.lcred n~ gil·jog a correct gcueml GpcTf rl of the number of river craft, boats, uti-. 
&e:. in the provillct' 

2d. Of the 39 pwtCblant churchc! l'nnmerated not abt,vc 2.; are attached to ]lariMhe.. The pari,bel that may bereafter be 
attached to the rennundcr ar .. lIut at I ) r~nt l.u.1 (lut ur .lehul'd . 

3d. Of the WI Homan Cu.t1lOhc chu rch"" 4 nrc nli!lSIOll llr) chun:liu; to which may be addtd 7 pretlbyterie. UMd II 
chapell in ll3 Ulany Jluri ~hetl, and Inaking lip the complf'Dlcllt of pori"IJCII ill the province equal to J96, betlldee u few other pr0-
jected pcanllhet within the l>Cigmuru .. 'B, lind the si te of churclwl> fixcI\ upon. 

4th . Of the 20 Ollnvellu, 6 Dilly aTe utell1n'e nUllllery c~ta"lj~hll'lent. in tIle to'IVnt. The nmalning 1.4 are d.ape....l 
OTeT the province I(,r the ~uCHtioll 6£ females. and ar,· generall, govl·ml:d by 2 or 3 IIUBI of tbe congregation. 

5th. In the JO enuUleTRtffl collcgct urc comprilled the cJ(ten&ivc &eminarieH of Quebec, l\fonttelli, Nicolet, M'Gill collcge, 
St. Hyacinthe, Chaml,Jy, and St. Annc', in the ooullty of Kamollnulka. • 

6th. With th .. uCI'ption of 3 b'"t'wf'ri~ and 1 distillljry in Quebec, 4 brewerie. and 1 dilti1lery in Montreal. IIIld 1 
brewery at La Pmlrle, the otheTl\llre minor establi.hments The diBtillcriet are chieAy for whilkey, ana JU'e IDOIt hTciuent in 
the townsh ips. 

7th Tbe number of ship yarl4 will not appear surprising, when it is r~llected lha, 39,000 toni of abippillg "ere built 
in 1827. 

HUI. Abou.6.-, of the enumerated river craft navigate hf'tw~n Quehc!c and Montreal, 59 bnween Matane and Que~ 
and about 113 fore e,ul,loyed. JQ the St. 14wrenCO" Illid Gulf fi'lhmell Of the keel-boate, about 7J3 may be employed iD ~ 
Nherie. af the river IIUlI gulf; 1:)0 are pilot boou. The number o( flat oo.t., battell.UI &lid canoea, ill not eatimatf!d, bv.~ It 
il known to be coraidcnthill. 

9th. ElciuBin' of th l' pot and pearlll!h factori('ll enume11lted, many of the inbabitant. of the towlllbipe keep ~ 
kettles for making sail>! : their numoor may Ilven.gll 150. 

10th. With fcw exception!, the itomlln catbollc pnri~b churcb" are built of 'tone, a.en.Jing in lenp from lOO~feet 
.. , 50 to 60 fret in brNiltb. The roof. are ge-ner:ally covered with tin, alld ,urmounted by lPns, maAY rI ihem 2 alld ~ So 
Tbe new catbednl churcb of Montreal IDeuuretl 2S5 feet in leDfth hyl34 in width withintlte walla. ItaeeUmated ooat~ 
00,000/. The pmbyteriel ue chiefly Atone, and generally large iuHi eommodioul. Two ehaptla, called Cb.peIlea dD ~, 
~ fr~ucllt1y append,agea to the churchl"l in the country. About ODe half of them ue·bllilt or atoDe. 'l'bei:r ......... 
~~, ~ 

J Ith. Of the number af ac.hoolll enumerated. 74 are IUpported UDder the ad of the 411t Gee. IU., .. a 60 _ .-­
aoola oDdu the liuf.I'rilitendenee of the cure.. 

12tb. BJ'JUleh Vilata for and btlow the larbour of Quebec, 126. Brauch pilot.a fOr and abo" the harbour fl{l ~ 88. 
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AElIARKS. 

- 1- - - 1- - --I- - +--.--1--------- - --
11 594515']30 
, , 2 2 10 . ... ... . 

3 '3 40 30 119 6 203 1 t ""'pnb<nd.t~"'.aolThr .. nl ..... """"_ __, ..... I""r ..... "at .. 1. I 
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19 IU I~~ II ~~~~~ 291 ~ 
r- ~ '1- 19 5 34 49 3.675 297 t. .. I 0 6 7 4 15 1,125 441 

1 2 1 a2 1 2B 111411 :1 64l" T;JJl 

;ll2J l~ '4tH -1i68.1,Ol 935 ~51~ lO,Hil ~ Tb .. ""lumuQfg,.,,,IWIaloII CllkuLatod"l'lOn-.nbor,l817. 

fUmmond. containin, in tJ.l 30 tOWllllllilJl, and n part of the township of Doltoll. The hlat iRtiCl> of tilis district art. compriSt'u 
It IUptJIm' districta. ' 

RECAPlTL'LATION m' POPUI,AT ION. &-c. 

PIlplllation of tlte province, as stated above 
MRgdal~n Ialands. .. . 
Namhel ormen eml'lu)'cd in the killg', posts nnd l\lingan within the province . 
VoyageUll empluyed in the Indian trw.il!, lIomctim~ sojourning in the hldian countriclI 

Aver~ number of emigrants remoining in the pro"ince, out of the totaJ e1.l1 iS"'-t1UII to thf' Cunlldas in the 
!411 1821, 1628. 1829, ]830, and 1831 
N. turnl inereaee, linoe 1827, about 

Grand Totlti 
Elclusive of the military fo~ of the country nnd the oborigincs wandering in the interior. 

471.876 
!14)(1 

"'" !lOO 

28.000 
jU,575 

561,051 
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From the foregoing table the statist will be .ble to form 8 com­
petent idea of the religious and moral state of the inhabitants of the 
province, at least as far as.inferences can be drawn from the f'xistence of 
numerous houses of public worship, and of schools for the oo.ucation of 
youth. H E> will also have, in some degree. the means of discovering the 
channels into which the industry of the people is chiefly directed, and 
will be enabled to form some estimate of the resources and domestic trade 
of the colony. 

'''ith respect to the relative proportions of the Roman catholic and 
the protestant population. the columns of churches do not afford a very 
correct criterion to judge by. inasmuch as the number of protestant 
churches, including presbyterian and ,,, .. esleyan, is in a far higher ratio 
with T('gard to the number of Roman catholic churchel., than the whole 
protestant population of the province bears to the cathoHc; the former 
being about as one to three, when the latter is scarcely in the ratio of one 
to eight. Nor does it appear that any just inference can be drawn from 
the columns distinguishing the church of England from that of Scotland, 
as to what proportion of the protestants belongs to the one persuasion 
and what to the other. From d~ments of very respectable authority·, 
we are enabled to arrive at something like accuracy on this subject, and 
find tlIat, although the number of episcopal churches much exceeds that 
of the Scottish church, the members of the latter are at least as numerous, 
if indeed they arp not 11).0re so, than tho~e of the former. Taking an 
approximate view uf the proportion which the catholic, the episcopalian. 
the presbyterian, and dissenting population respectively bear to the 
whole popUlation of the province, we shall have nearly the following 
result: it is, however, proper to remark, that. out of the catholic po-. 
pulation, about 20,000 may be said to be Irish emigrant~, whilst 470,917 
..-e nati ve Canadians:-

• lUS. statement of facts in regard to religious matters in Canada, by the lkTereod Dr. 
HaTkneu. l~. 
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ProporUon 01 tbe ... ~ p~ 

po~. j j oJ 1'-'83'. f H ~ 

1 • ~ 

" '" - -
561,051 7 , 1 1 .. 2' 21 32 

To ascertain what numerical proportion the males bear to the females 
in Lower Canada, and what portion of the inhabitants is aged, whereby 
some light may be thrown upon the health and salubrity of the climate, 
we are left to resort, in the absence of any better source of information, 
to the imperfect census of 1825. aud below will be found a recapitulation 
of its grand totab. It can, however. only be considered as a mere ap­
proximation to the truth, sufficiently accurate for all general purposes. 
though perhaps not fully satisfactory to the statist. 

• 
Total. qf the Ce."" qf Lower Ca1lada, 1 H25. 

The fonowing statement, taken from returns of baptisms, marriages, 
and deaths, made to the house of assembly in 1825, will show the na­
tural annual increase of the popUlation in the districts of Quebec and 
Three Rivers, during a period, in the one district, of 28 years, and in the 
other of 52 years. 

z z 2 
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DISTRICT OF QUEBEC. DISTRICT OF THREE RIVERS 

Relllrnl qf Baptism,. }'farriages, and Retunu qf BaptumJ, Marr;ages, and 
Burials in the City and tire different : Buriall f·n the District qf TAree 
Par;"hes 'If Ihe District 'If Quebec ' Ri<.,.sfrom the year 1791 to 18~2. 

from tI,e year 1794 to 18~I. 

Yean.. &ptilllll. 1'>i&mages. BUliab.. inere&&e ·. Y car.. B&pti.mfi. M&n'il£l~l. BuritJl. In~·, 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
17911 
1700 
1800 
1001 
1002 
1003 
1004 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1008 
1809 
1810 
ISIl 
1812 
1813 
1814 
IB15 
18IS 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 , 

2,792 
2,933 
3 ,150 
2,H92 
2,389 
3,069 
3,292 
3,2B7 
3,55'& 
3.435 
3,5"1 
3,627 
3,648 
3,11.;0 
4 ,43;, 
4,0501 
4,916 
4,it-l1 
4,595 
4,4f)5 
4,429 
4,554 
4,R24 
4,460 
5,051 
5,188 
,/),:\71 
5,675 

624 
541 
528 
543 
52!) 
.72 
562 
&17 
(i.iS 
712 
""I 
603 
660 
7014 
771 
942 
7MI 
700 

1,00..1 
7(12 
739 
852 
741 
7ft4 
815 

1,002 
994 

1,001 

},2111 
1,438 
1,400 
1,472 
1,4.i2 
J ,SUg 
1,438 
},725 
1,007 
l ,s:m 
1,6fl2 
I ,M4 
1,428 
1,.i:lO 
1,1l!).; 
2,200 
1,9r .... 
2,2(19 
2,34H 
2 ,222 
2 ,089 
2,322 
1.928 
2,418 
2,310 
2,6.1:"i 
3,486 
3,16'2 

Annual It''l~ of 28 years. 
Bapti'<U1s 1944 

1,50] 
] ,49,"i 
1,750 
1,420 

9:17 
] ,760 
1,8.')4 
1,562 
1,1l57 
1.005 
] ,049 
2,0113 
2,220 I 
2,320 
2,!i40 

.. ] ,Holt) 
2 ,952 
2,128 
2,247 
2,243 
2,340 
2,232 
2,896 
2,048 
2.741 
2,ii53 
1,R93 
2,513 

Buria1~ . 399!l18 

InCfcn.-.e • . 204;1·18 
or uoout 51.31 per cent. 

1791 
1792 
1793 
17\)4 
1705 
li!16 
li!l; 
1798 
17WJ 
1/100 
11101 
]I!O'2 
HI03 
}B()4 

IBO':; 
H1()(i 
lB07 
WOO 
J8(1IJ 
J8W 
1811 
181 :! 
lAl:: 
J014 
lRlIi 
1816 
JIll 7 
181R 
18IY 
J!'20 
IB21 
1822 

6B5 
887 
Il66 
929 
006 
9!i4 
9H4 

1,018 
1,On4 
1,121 
1,083 
1,17. 
1,211 
1.311 
1,357 
1,342 
1485 
1:541 
1,451i 
1,549 
1,461 
1,5ii6 

I 1,6:l9 

I
I 1,567 

] ,6f~:\ 
},646 
1,675 
1,R27 
1,936 
1,951 
2,106 
2.100 

151 
170 
lSI 
209 
173 
15.' 
180 
182 
175 
199 
200 
256 
2:l8 
20. 
197 
232 
252 
274 
2:16 
226 
272 
311 
258 
253 
314 
2Il5 
301 
852 
859 
388 
37. 
401 

436 
409 
468 
381 
401 
4B5 
548 
4:,,7 
431 
468 
540 
000 
597 
626 
5.2 
575 
602 
515 
tlO5 

1,072 
52} 
552 
731 
943 
772 
636 
781 
623 
770 

1.065 
B98 
8B4 

Annual average of 32yC8J'll. 
Baptilms . . • . • ] ,382 
BUria1B • ••• H23 

Increue • 759 
01' near 55 per cent . 

.. Being the difference betwet'D. the baptiA1ll8 and buriah for each year. 

399 
478 
398 
548 
565 
519 
416 
561 
633 
663 
Ji.lS 
570 
614 
6B5 
845 
767 
083 

1,026 
851 
477 
840 

1,004 
900 
62. 
891 

1,010 
694 

I,m 
},IM 

886 
1.008 
1,225 



POPULATION. 857 

In the district of M9ntreal, for which no returns were yet received, 
the average number of births over deaths may be about the same as in 
the other districts. 

Viewing the vast superficial extent of the province, and its com~ 
paratively sman population when considered with relation to its capa­
bilities of supporting numbers infinitely greater, we shall perceive dlat 
the number of souls to each square mile scarcely amounts to two and 
a 1181£, whilst it exceeds I02f souls wllen viewed with reference to each 
square mile of cultivated land; thus showing. on the one lumd, the density 
of the population compared with the lands under tillage, and, on the other, 
the susceptibility of the country to sustain hereafter a very considerable 
augmentation of inhabitants. In the following table. the contrast that 
is exhibited between th£' density of the population in the district of 
Three Rivers and that of the district of Gaspe stands explained by the 
fact that in the fonner arc principally situated the township lands of 
the province, which in general are laid under cultivation in a greater ratio 
of increase than the population. The farms an' seldom less than 100 
acres, they are usually 200, and proprietors of 500 acres are common. 
Hence large tracts are brought under agricultural improvement by indi­
vi"uals, an"d the relative proportion of inhabitants to the square mile, 
becomes less than in th(> other districts. The remarkable density of p<>­

pulation represented in the district of Gaspe is ascribable to the pursuits 
of the iuhabitants, most of whOln derive tlleir s!lbsistence less from the 
produce of the soil than the products of the fislleries. Some there are, 
however, who consider agriculture a primary object, and have good farms; 
but by far the greater number confine themselves to the cultivation of a 
few acres, chiefly devoted to the growth of roots and vegetables. 
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Table Moomitg 1M DeruiIy 'If 1M PoprJaIioro 'If r.-er CaoaJa i. til. F..,. 
])Ulricll, botlt tDitIt reIatio. ro 1M total Soperfo:ie. 'If.....,n ])Ulricl, alll1 

ro 1M Qwmot ... 'If La0d8 .1IIkr CultioaOOn. 18!i7. 

d l~ l~ i ;~ j .1. .iI • j, " . ~.' , 1 ~3 .;~ 
~ .!is ~j 

Dillric:u. f ~ 

Sq.~ Sq,~ 8<lut.. per Soul. pn .... ,. 
IIIUn. ...... IqI1,tnUc • IqU. mile. 

Quebec 143,761 125,717 1,412 1.14 101.81 
Montreal 268,631 49,760 2,597 5.39 103,40 
Th~ Rivel'1l 51 ,6;)1 15,811 57" 3.33 09,20 
Gaspe 7.777 7,389 I5! 1,05 501,74 

Total 471,876 198,686 4,603\ 2,39 102,[10 

Lower Canada is not only the most important of the British North 
American provinces, from its situatiqn and extent, but the most p0.­

pulous, its inhabitants being to those of the sister provinces of U~er 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, in the respective ratio of 8.11 
8Dd 19 to 8, or, in other tenns, nearly in the proportion of the a."",*" 
hers 32, 11, 8, 5; whereby we see that the population of Lower Canada 
alone constitutes about 4-7ths of the total population of the four provinc~ 
and about 2-5ths of that of the whole of the dominions of Great Britain 
in North America. 

'Ve have not the menns of establitihing with precision.h9w much 
o.f the increase of the population of the province arises from 'births, and 
how much is to be attributed to emigration. The number of families, 
and even the number of l!ouls,Ianded at the various ports of tIle eolonies, 
are indeed easily ascertained from the custom-house retums; but ·what 
is the di&1:ribution of these emigrants subsequently to their anival. what 
purt of them remains in the province. and what part merely pU8eI 

through it. to settle eventually in Upper Canada, or in the United States, 
is not so satisfactorily known. That the adjunction which annually 
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takes place by the influx of emigra.tion is considerable, there can be no 
doubt, admitting even that one-third only of the emigrants landed on 
the wharf •• t Quebec permanently settle in Lower Canada. 

Taking as data for the natural increaae of the population the re~ 
tums contained in the letters of the curates in reply to the circular 
queries of the house of assembly. it appears that the average of this 
increase is about 3 per cent., and that in this proportion the population 
of the province ,veuld dtJllble itself in about 26! years; but if the ad­
ventitious increase arising from emigration, and also the natural increase 
gro~ng out of it, be taken into consideration, and if we suppose the 
latter to be in the same ratio of :} per cent., though it is probably more. 
we shall then find that the population of the province doubles itself in 
almost a double ratio, that is, in 14 or 15 years instead of 26 or 27. It 
may therefore be said, taking a mean of the increase represented in all 
the provinL.e, that the population of the British dominions in North 
America increases in a geometrical ratio every 16 years; and hel~ce. 
supposing emigration from the mothf'r country to thc colonies to con~ 
tinue to its prescnt extent, the number of inhabitants in that section of 
the empire would in 1847 exceed 2,400,000 souls. It is sometimes 
u~ful thus to look prospectively at the increase of population, from its ex­
tending our VIews not only to the bare contemplation of the numerical 
strength of the country hereafter, but to its physical capabilities; and 
viewing as we now do at a glancc the vast superficies of the British trans.. 
.atlantic possessions, their surfacc, soil, and climate, !:tnt! the great and 
important advantages they enjoy from grand internal communication 
by navigable waters, we ar~ forcibly struck with a conviction of the iDJ_ 

mense resources of British America to maintain millions of inhabitants 
from the produce of the soil, and to become eventually distinguished for 

the scope of its comwerce. 
Tbe geographical position and the superficies of each county and 

district of the province are exhibited in the following table, with which 

we shall conclude this chapter. 



StateMeNt oj'the New Subt/;v;8ifmof Lawer Gmada into CouIltie." IIhowillg Iheir GeograJ}hital P08itit?" and SMperjicial 
ExteAt, and what proportKm Illere'!! tollailtl qf Seignioriel, Fiq6, 'lowPlahipl, and '''aate LandI re&pectifJcly, allO 
tAe camparatice rank qf eaclt COUll/Y, ill Populatiou, Territorial Extellt, and Agricultural Produce, ~; 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Agriculture-ManufactureR-Lanrts in Cultivation. 

THAT agricultufto is the primary source of public wealth has become 
an aXiom in polit~economy, and the history of civilization serves 
to illustrate its truth, by showing that in aU countries, first agriculture 
flourished, and th~n manufactures and commerce; but that these 
should be as permanent a benefit to the community appears to be 
doubtful, since they are considered as indicative of the decline of 8 

state -, The agricultural age of a country may probably be considered, 
therefore. the most happy period of its history, and that age seems 
to be that of Canada. just now. In stating so, we do not mean to refer 
to the degree of perfection attained in the agricultural arts in the colony, 
but to the extent and broad diffusion of husbandry. the number of in­
habitants that are agriculturists, that draw from the bosom of the earth 
every thing necessary to supply their wants, food. raiment, and shelter, 
and, in fact. the absolute reliance of 7-8ths of the whole population for 
their sustenance and comfort upon the produce of the sou. which they 
industriously cultivate. The improvements that have been introduced 
in the European systems of agriculture are unknown in C§!lada, or 
at least have never been adopted, and the Canadian farmer i ... ·~ll seen 
guiding the old-fashioned plough used hy his foref.the .... UDcO~ ':"ij! or 

. heedless_ of the" march of intellect" abroad, which has not ouly~l~ 
the invention of novel and improved implements of husbandry. but t.o 
considemble and beneficial changes in the process of cultivating the 
earth. The improvements in agriculture in England and elsewhere are 
to be ascribed to an increased density of population. which rendered 
it necessary to enhance, by artificial means, the fertility of the 8oil~ that 

* .. In tbe youth of a .tate arm' do ftouriah; in the middle age a( a atate, lear-rei",; ~ 
then both of them together (or Ii time; in the declining age ofa state, m«i4.ical Dr,iiud 
..,.cIe4,.due."-B.cOM. 
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its produce might be adequate to the subsistence of augmented numbers; 
but in Canada. where lands are abundant and farms generally large, this 
necessity does not exist, and the agriculturist is satisfied with a process 
of tfhage rude, when compared with it;!;; ameliorated condition in older 
countries, yet sufficiently perfect to correspond with bis views, and ca-
pable of gratifying his wants. . 

The first striking peculiarity that presents itself in Canadian farms 
is their elongated shape. each farm or land called, in tbe language of thE" 
country. terre. being. in nine cases out of ten, S arpents wi,ie by 
80 arpenb:; in depth. This width is often again subdivided into two 
or three and sometimes more sections, the divisions always running lon­
gitudinally. and fonning so many elongated parallelograms, one ex­
tremity of which, called the front, generally abuts upon the public road, 
whilst the other terminates at what is termed the cordon, or division­
line between one r.mge of concesaiolllt or farms, and another. The farmers, 
--cen8ituirca (for we are now speaking of the feudal lands of the p.:-o­
vince). usually build their houses at 100 or 200 yards distance from 
the road, and sometimes nearer; and as the farms are, as we have just 
stated, very narrow" the settlements are close, and in most parts ha,:e 
the appearance of a continued village, The origin of this injudicious 
distribution of the land is no doubt to be traced to the social character 
of.the Canadian peasant, who is si.ngnlarly fond of neighbourhood, though 
it is also referrible to the expediency which formerly existed of concen­
trating as much as possible the mOTal and physical energies of the colony, 
not only with a view of mutual aid in the formation of settlements, but 
in order the better to be able to repel the attacks of the aborigines, who 
are well known to have waged a severe war against the first European 
settlers that established themselves in Canada. Long after the cause of 
the adoption of such 11. plan had ceased to exist, the la~ds continued. to 
be panreled 'out in the ~ame inconvenient mauner, .ad a considerable 
degree of otherwise unnecessary labour was thus throwfa upon the bands 
of'the agriculturist. His house being in the front part of his fann, and 
his land all longitude, he is not only incapable, in most instances, of 
MlDmanding over it that constant supervision, which is so desirable in 
rufaI economy, but is obliged to devote more of his time to its tillage, 
o1rinlz fo the reJJlO!e\less of some of hi. fields from his dwelling, and to 

8.,2 



564 LOWER CANADA. 

employ much labour and more materials in fencing his farm and en­
closures. It is not uncommon to meet with lands in the seigniories, 
whose dimensions are half an arpent in front by thirty in depth, fonning 
a rectangular fann, whose breadth is to its length in the relative propoltion 
of 1 to 60. Nevertheless the Canadian husbandman toils with cheer. 
fulness, and, when cultivating the remoter parts of his land, carries with 
him his homely fare, and only returns to his roof, after the close of his 

labours, at night-fall. 
'Qie scientific rotation of crops is unknown to the Canadian agri_ 

culturist; he steadily pursues the systems handed down to him by his 
ancestors, and nothing but the influence of example, very generally dif. 
fused, will gradually remove prejudices that are too natural not to meet 
with apologists, and alter usages that have been sanctioned by generations. 
The consequence of this desultory mode of tillage, unguided by those 
rules of art that renovate the vigour of the soil, has been, in some cases, 

a considerable diminution, and an exhaustion of the productive properties 
of the land. The returns of produce nrc nevertheless amply adequate to 
the wants of the inhabitants, that which is deficient in fertility being 

frequently made up by supcrficiE'S; thus the Canag.ian farmer cultivatrs 
two acres, and probably three, to ootain the same amount of com, .~. 
that one acre of a good English farm would be expected to yield. lfut 
this should by no means be assumed as a criterion of the productive 
ability of lands in Canada, the returns being in the ratio of the ·.hom 
and not of the improvable fertility of the soH, it being well known; from 
experience, that any given quantum of land in England and in Canada. 
if cultivated to an equally higb degree, win yield returns J?eL1J similar. 

The most usual period for sowing in spring is the ~ April, in 
the district of Quebec, and the middle of that montb I"... distriet OJ 
Montreal; the harvc>sting season commences about the 'tI:di&!le of August, 
and continues until the beginning of September. b~"'" 'peri0d3 aft 
liable to RuetuatioD, both lliter and earlier. Much pl~g~ generally 
done in the autumn; its extent, however, being gov~ by the rigtmJ 
of the weather, the operation having been sometimes 8l'Jllelted from tldat 
cause. early in October, when, at others, it has continued: 'until the middle

l 

and even to the end of November. Haymaking ustIfly b;egina betW~ 
tbe lOth and lith of July, and last. till the commeAnent"':A.uInM. 
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The aggregate amount of the produce of the province will be seen 
by the following table, calculated from data, which may be relied upon. 
as leading at least to a very near approximation of the truth. if not to 
results unimpeacbably correct. 'fhe mode adopted in obtaining the in~ 
formation necessary for the construction of such a statement, was not 
unlike that followed by Mr. Gourlay in the statistics of Upper Canadn; 
but it should be remarked. that facilities exist in Lower Canada in the 
means of collecting autllentic facts, which the nature of things in the 
upper province does not allow. In the lower province, the sei~orial 
lands compose the mass of tbe settled parts of the country, and in each 
aeigniory are to be found two or three heads or sources, where centre!) 
every requisite information relative to the agricultural and statistical f t-­

sources of the feudal settlements; these heads being usually the seigneur. 
the curate, and the notary, or some of the more intelligent inhabitants 
of the different seigniories, or parishes, who form so many different 
points d'appui, upon which much reliance may obviously he placed. from 
the dose and immediate relation that necessarily suhsists between the 
seigneur and his vassals, the curate and his parishioners, and the notary 
(who is generally considered one of the notables of the place) and thf' 
inhabitants, who very frequently resort to him. Captains of militia, and 
other intelligent individuals in the country, have also been consulted as to 
the agricultural state of the province, and we have not unfrequently, in 
the course of upwards ofS,OOO miles of travel, in all parts of Lower Canada, 
entered the labourer's humble dwelling, when his family were engaged at 
the spinning-wheel and the loom, to ascertain the exact state of the do­
mestic manufactures of the country. Such of the seigniories as we dirl 
not personally traverse, and these are few in number. we became almost 
equally well acquainted with, through the circumstantial and intelligent 
replies of the sejgtleurs and reverend curates, to circular queries trans­
~tted to,them, embracing in their purport all the objects mentioned in 
.~ ag.rjcultural statement. and also man, of those comprised in the 
~ bt· the statistical table. As regards the townships, the same 
_01, modified by circumstances, were resorted to for information. 

~~. "fIB obtained by personal inspection in the progress of official 
.~ lWhih\ the official returns of township agents, made quarterly to 
~1J,f/O\likewiae IOUrces of the most correct and cireum$tantial facts, 
....... ve.to the ,tate of the new .ettlements of the colony. 
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TATEMENT, By'DISTRICTS AND COUNTIES,ol" THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE, LIVE STOCK, DO 

OUNTlES. 

... 
PRODUCE OF EACH COUNTY pPO AN AVERAGE OF THREE YEARS. 

Buck Indian 
Wheat. Oalll. Barley. Peas. Rye. 

Bushels. Bushels. Bushels. Bushels. BU8hels. 
Wheat. Corn. 

Bushels. BUllhcls. 

Mixed 

Grain. 

BusbelJ. 

:Maple 

upr. 

Owtao. 

PotatOti. 

Buohels. 

I1ay. 

Tons. 

7tIAc-IR:l-ft, ~-. -. -62-,000- --59-,000-
1
-7-,900- --2-3,-020--1:---7.-24-4-1--2-,-()(-J()I--5-,100- I--a-,soo-:'i --l-,062-I·-1-6-9,-5oo-:I~ 

2 Beaubar1loi . 61,805 46,6H01 14,000 41,800 11,550 5,400 20,950 5,374 1,.326 195,4001 2;'J,~ 
3;ncrthier 117,636 159,6321 14,981 38,959 5,375 2,500 3,2961 4,0851 1,004 470,913 64,11 
4,Cbambly. 136,166 90,4401 12,910 28,68.S 14,508 2,500 1,985 4,115

1 
195 247,157[ 38,2~ 

,j 5La Cbeuaye . 48,100 43,950( 6,13(] 21,588 3,910 7QO 9,000 4,900, 491 201,579 3.'J,1~ 
: 6:1. Prairie . . 151,800 111,600\ 9,9OC 58,260\ 21,900 1,000 20,910\ 4,910 1,054 153,500 54,5~ 
.. 7~L'A' mption. 56,700 39,3301 1,117 15.335 3,000 500 5,600 5,200 362 161,000 25,~ 
~ I 81l\JissisqUl .' 86,8::\3 93,700\ 12,000 35,700 6,000 20,300 36,706i 4,000 581 252,000 28,~ 
~ 91l\Iontreal IM,OOO 93,860 1:=\,120 17,066 2,500 1,456 15,150 _~ 495,857 4~,~ 
~ 110l0ttawa . ., 22,846 24,7601 1 250 6,810 8,166 7,000 31,833 4,200 500 42,805 6,53 
o 11IRichelieu .. 92,300 83,419

1 

4,341 24,600 5,490 3,000 3,260 5,800 55~ 156,790 43,20 
t 12 RouvllIe . . ](j7,216 89,740 28,200 39,900 8,220 3,020 16,975 4,910 642 ' ]40,3001 45;00 
;; 13, t. Hyacinthe. 114,771 95,4oo( 13,70t) 17,072 3,220 5,107 1,844 5,250 610 69,110 50;60 
t 14 hdford .' 36,568 111,54.3 6,950 21,608 2,200 9,796 ]7,015 2,500 384 70,800 15,51 
~ 151 tan tead " 90,020 85,700 14,000 18,850 1,944 2,780 25,H32 2,600 531 136,100 34,lOC 

l

lG;Terrebonne . 75,764 60, 442( 4,772 22,170 2,312 3,000 3,284 3,990 312 305,702 53,101 
171Two Mountains 91,.350 75,880( 19,275 38,100 29,750 11,000 53,760 0,750 857 167,000 37,3(X 
18

1
Vaudreuil .. 68,900 60,200/ 5,830 20,860 10,000 5,000 5,008 679 326,701 31,3(X 

19 Verchere . . 145,531 -=:~600L.:.s,290 ~OO 9,020 2,500 4,886 5,610 187 359,507 3{~ 
, I, ··- �-------�·------�·------�------�------�------�-----

Tottll 1,752,3861,379,856\ 213,672 546,783 ]34,809 94,603 272,266 95,152 11,4894,121,721 692,~ 
r-.----------- ---

r 
1 Brauce ., 56,430 38,100\1 23,500 22,361 5]0 6()() 2,010 1,050 160 111,300' 22,30 
2 Brllech e. 100,848 82,300 11,720 17,530 2,585 2,500 910 3,105 568 235,5341 46,50 

g 3Dorcbester. 55,000 43,5001 6,450 ]9,000 4,058 145 7,040 5,&00 1,810 93.100 29,1Il 
: 41 let . " 93,806 73,5001 5,714 15,824 8,669 2,!()(J 4,550 6,568 982 247,187 41;00: 
p 1 5 Kamouraska 109,191 41,400/ 32,675 22,840 10,275 1,200 5,0('10 12,100 1,211 24J,050 :J2,9J 
CI 6Lotbiniere. 59,700 42,2501 1,991 11,000 2,490 1,000 1,885 4,350 647 30,440 22.211 
~ 7 Megnntic. 3,695 1,575 59!i 240 940 518 122 1,200 175 8,117 ~~ 

W ~ I Bl\Iontmorenci 38,448 14,982 1,156 2,586 1,300 5,800 1,000 187 21,380 ]3,6.\1 
;; 90rleans.. 3] ,924 20,896/ 2,605 IG,500 3,165 2,500 315 2,]95 162 106,065 ]6,12! 

Il t l10 Portneuf 94,354 84,74°1 6,829 28,605 4,500 4,060 2,730 3,150 1,05:1 340,458 42;20: 
rF ~ 11 Quebec . 59,214 152,6151 14,240 25,775 4,851 2,450 3,198 2,465 354 331,627 34,6~ 

1.2 RCDloli ki c_ 34,528 14,460
1 

10,793 6,073 6,110 1,000 60 lli.&!~ 726 19,400 16,# 
iJ . 13,Sagucnay 56,734 16,735

1 

5,336 4,135 3,480 2,000 3,297 3,200 296 62:73e 26;5lM 

~ I Total. 793,R72 627,053123)ID4 192,469 52,933 20,073 36,9771-6-1-,7-47-1--8,-~-I·:-1-,848-,404--II-348-,-8r.· 

~ r J Champlain. " 41,773 00,300

1

1 608 10,390 -1-,ioo 1,760 640 4,:JB0
1
- 938,516 ~ 

I ~ 2 Druullnond . 18,080 ~4 . .503 1,994 2,931 1,230 170 8,331 5,!~ 306 2"/,830 I7;9iM 
[ta .13 ;\'icolet . .. 76,350 47,1091 3,200 17,620 4,283 310 S,500 936 61;620 38,lfM 
t 4 aint Maurice. 89,600 85,900 13,0410 14,640 3,130 2500 330 4,2f:lO 648 129;800 3~:~ 

I ~ ;; .5 Sherbrooke.. 80,871 62,910, ~,6j9 18,280 19,043 2,291 13,260 3,180 709 I 119 3<!~ 
t 6 Yumaska ., 56,300 39,000 3,340 7,400 1,015 63B 6,15() 743 4G,900 w~ 

~ ~ I To,d =3=62=,9_7-4 -S-1?=,7-2_2 ==25=,8-41 r--__ 81 __ ,2··-61-f--2-9-,BOl-~ __ -6~, 7=21-1--2.'l-,509-I'-26-J.~-I--. ~--:--_ 11M ~ 189;331 

:~ : s I jBonavcnturc 11,130 ]3,095 1,600 200 650 ~ 57,i~! 4 .• ~ 
1.1 ~ ~ 2Gu pe . . 878 3,803 1,205 198 520 ..... 16D,61v 6,,,,,, 
~ , Total 1-1-2,-008-1--1-6-,-898-I-~-I---2,-80-51 --1---:-:-' 1---

S
-
OO
-I--

1
-,1-7()-r--

78
-

j
, --_-1f--:--'1&I,,881-=-

- -- . .~.;,; 

Grand Total 2,931,248,2,341,529 3ro,1l7 023,318 217,543 12],397 338,150 184.85il· tN,_I6.~"'li .~-~ 



ESTIC MANUFACTURES, AND QUANTUM OF LA 0 UNDER CULTIVATIO IN LOWE C ADA, 18!t7. 

i'\ax. 

",II· 

Butter. 

ewta. 
Bon& Oxen. 

LIVE STOCK. 

COWl. Sheep. 

-

. .. ' .. -

Swine. 

DOJ\l t<.:.iS:1'1O 
MANUFACTURES . LAND IN CULTIVATION. 

Cloth Flannel and F~ow and To&al 
(Etoffe du Ho(np\e.~pun I.lnen. • " iundercrop. Mcadow Quantwllin 
p) flUte >AI',ms. LeI 

ays . Etofto). French ell~. Acre.. anU. u tu~ 
French ells. French ells. AC1<8. Acra. 

~~43!- 3,6851 8,85(J 4,368 6,435 23,8&3 3,085 40,210 30,00£ 49,666 390 21,166 3P~ OO,5()t. 
27 5,0801 2,076 3,916 5,678 17,099 6,833 20,040 23,000 25,833 208 31,460 6"2,oM! 93:50( 
4 5,OO'JI 5,82'.J 5,172 10,756 3fl,06B 9.236 59,995/ 41,945 45,925 579 3R 260 97 978 13~~ 
345

1

1 3,986) 4,492 2,8.')2 6,466 21,872 2.760 38,8721 24.600 31,100, ·307 30,925 60,580
1 

9],505 
24.'l 4,398 4,815 5,580 8,255 20,500 8,550 26,330

1 

Ul,321 20,6001 305 26,150 40,300/ 7o:4L<J 
7.H 5,910~ 5,963 6,902 12,329 40,369 9,639 61,250 53,000 72,5001 598 37,734 72,466, 1l0;200 
3~2 3,07 3,643 4,160 7,961 22,485 9,7~!9 30,010 24,009 :-30,177, 415 21,033 39,0(ifi, 60,009 
251 3,831 3,266 5,151 7,140 2J ,705 4,600 32,240 23,780 20,684, 3(:iO 16,834 32,466 49;300 

~9~! 4,610

1 

5,869 4,949 9,727 18,850 7,520 31,740 23,805 28,676 294 67,500 71 ,H75j 130.475 
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LOWER CA aDA. 

Dy the column of land under cu re we find that there are near! 
3,000,000 of acres of improved lands ill the province, and that of this 
quantum about 1-3rd is actually under crop, and the remaining 2-Srds 
are partly left fallow, and partly cultivated as meadow land. We have, 
therefore, rather upwards of 1,000,000, viz. 1,009,198 acres, that yield 
the grain of the country, besides roots and vegetables, which may be 
considered as absorbing about 250,000 acres of that quantum. Hence 
it appears that the whole agbTI'egate amount in bushels of wheat, oats, 
barley, pease, &c., raised in the county, i. e. 7,295,963, is the produce of 
752,198 acres of tillage lallds, yielding an average of 9{- bushels per acre; 
and this average, although higher than an estimate given by a very in­
telligent citizen * of Quebec, in his evidence before a committee of the' 
a sembly, is probably 10w, when it is considered that instances are not 
rare of one acre producing 20 bushels of wheat, and considerably more 
oats, maize, &c. But the apparent discrepancy can be easily conciliated 
by a very judicious remark of the gentleman alluded to, who considers 
the population of the province as having increased in a much more rapid 
ratio than the cultivation, which not only diminished the amount of the 
export of bread stuffs, but, owing to the advanced demand for them by 
the native population of the country, has rendered additional diligence 
necessary in the process of tillage, and, in some measure, forced the inha­
bitants, though almost imperceptibly, into agricultural improvements. 

As a proof of the fact above stated, the following statements, taken 
from the printed reports of the crown lands committee of the house of 
assembly, will show that, with few. exceptions, the export amount of 
bread stuffs from the province has considerably diminished since the year 
1793. 

.. William Meiklejohn, Esq. 
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AGRICULTURE-BREAD STUFFS. 

JJ;ttport qf Bread Stuffsfrom the 'Ort of Quebecfrom 1798 ., 1802 incllllite-. 

1 ____ -l~~I~~~~I~I~~I I~. 
Wheat. . . 487,000414,000'395,000 3,106 31,000 92,000112{),000217,000473,0001101O,033 

Flour (bbIs.) 10,900 13,700 18,000 4,300 14,000 9,5°°1 14,400 20,?OO 38,000, 28,300 
, -- - - - --- --- --- .-- ---. -- I 

Biscuit (cwt.) 9,800 15,000 20,000 3,800 8,000 12,000 21,500 25,000 32,3001 22,051 
Bush. Wheat, Bbls. Flour, 

Amountin~ to 
Annual average 

Do. of Flax seed 

3,251,139 171 ,100 
Cwt. Biscuit, 

169.451 
325,114 17,100 16,945 

7,500 bushels, and of Pease. (Jats, and Barley 4,000 

The Exports of Bread StuJJsfrom the Pot·t of Quebec for seve1Z years, 1816 to 
18~2 inclusive, in 8omethi11g near "ound numbers, is asfoltows·: 

1816. 18L7 & 1819. 1820. 1821. 1822. 
1818. --- - -- - ---- - - --

Wheat (bush.) 546,500 37,800 320,000 318,400 145,000 - -- --------
Flour (bbis.) 1,137 69,100 12,100 45,000 22,600 47,700 - -------- --
Biscuit (ewt.) 456 22,700 11,200 8,800 11,200 13,500 

Bush. Wheat, Bbls. Flour, Cwt. Biscuit, 
Amounting to 1,367,700 197,637 67,856 
Annual average 195,386 28,233 9,694 

Wheat is the chief article cultivated by the Canadian farmer; yet 
it is not raised in much greater quantities than would be requisite for 
the consumption of the inhabitants, were not the import of Upper Ca­
nada flour into the lower province so extensive as to make up the de- · 
ficieD(,'y that would arise by the export of corn from the port of Quebec 
to the British markets. The great and increasing tide of emigration to 

country augments he demand for bread stuffs in a much larger ratio 
their production, and it cannot therefore be expected that a dense 

pGpulation, under the Canadian system of husbandry, can both supply 
eir own wants and have at the same time the means of exportation. 

However, as the township lands will progressively be thrown open, and 

• Eri~nce of William Meiklejohn, Esq. 

8u 



370 LOWER CANADA. 

new farms a_ brooght under cultivation, the produce will gradually 
assume a greater proportion to the population. And should the distil. 
lation of ~hiskey and beer be eventually introduced into the country, 
there is no doubt that the increased demand for harley and wheat, con­
sequent upon this event, would give a new impulse to the culture of 
those species of grain, and render the province, in a measure, independent 
of foreign markets. for the disposition of its surplus corn. The cheap­
ncss of whiskey and beer, that would natural1y follow the general intro­
duction of distilleries of this description, must be considered by moralists 
as leading to excesses in drinking, but admitting its tendency, we cannot 
forget that the adulterated nnd deleterious beverage the people now uni­
versally drink, in the shape of rum, is not only cheap but far more per­
niciolls than would be either whiskev or heer, and it is also without the 
redeeming advantage possessed by the latter, that of affording a market 
to the wheat of the country, and thus encouraging its cultivation. 

The extent of the domestic manufactures of the province, exhibited 
by the table, will probably excite SOIne surprise. but it servell to demon­
strate. in a forcible manner, the resources of the conntry. and the inde­
pendent condition of its inhabitant~. as regards all the necessaries of life. 
Some counties are rather more manufacturing than others. and not only 
weave woollens and linens for their own use but also for sale; generally 
speaking, however, the peasantry of the d~fferent parishes aTe satisfied 
with clothing themselves from the prod\!e€' of their own loom8, the 
operation of weaving universally devolving upon the female branches 
of the family, who are thus employed ~uring the late autumnal and 
the winter months. F ew farmers cultivate more than half an acre in 
flax-seed, the growth of whic1J supplies them with ample material, to 
manufal'ture their house linen, and only a few articlt.'S of wearing apparel. 
most of these being made of flannel. 'Flax grows with great luxuriaAae 
in Canada, and hemp has, in all cases in which it was fairly tried, ...,.. 

ceeded equaHy well. It is particularly adapted as a first crop after tat 
clearing of new lands. the soil being generally too rich in the outletibr 
the production of grain, and there is no doubt, that in 8 country ~ 
the £ore9ts are daily making way for cultivation. a considerable penlen 
of the new mnd. would be appropriated to the growth of hemp;l~ , 


