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TO HIS GRACE 

JOHN DUKE OF BEDFORD. 

MY LORD, 

IF the name of your Grace had 

'-'een rendered illustrious solely by those distin­

gui~hed Patriots from whom you derived it, my 

pride could not fail of being eminently gratified 

by being permitted to dedicate to you the fol­

lowing pages: hut other, and infinitely more 
~ . ( ~ 

impresoive and honorahle ~motions are awaken-

et!, when I reflect, that in the present descendant 

of the House of Russel are displayed that pa­

triotic fervor, that lofty spirit of political inde: 

pendenee, and that ardent zeal in tile great caUSE 

()flmmanity, which distinguished so many of itl 

branches iIi. the annals of "this . !?reat countrY 
a2 



IV ~QN. 

h~deed, "my· Lotd, : ,t il~ . ~., !~~IIH~y')6,~ p~£~~ ;~o 

attest, from experience; '3I!,f ~d)Vtd reeord, the 
pretensions of your Graee to the gratitlule of 
your "ountry and the love of mankind. 

To the wisdom of YOl~r u<hnin'istl;~tion wa~ 
committed a ,great and ill1pOItant, but a much 

neglected portion of the Unite'! Empire, ' You 

became the I;ukr of a country long oppressed, 

wickedly . calumniated, . and still bleeding- from 

many a wo\Uul. Soon after the elevatioil of your 

Gl'ace to this august situation, public ~yrnptoms 

appeared which called f(JI' sagacity and cnergy 

of.no ordinary nature. Instead of listening, in 

the sunshine of vice-regal magnificence, to the 

vague),eports of the idle, the ignorant, or the 

mischie,vons, you penetrated. into the wild re­

cesses of that distracted eountr)" reputed to 

contain the hot-bed of ins urrecti Oil ; you perC" 

i<;!l,nally ~onte\llpla~ed the character of the · poot, 

&uftetillg I.ri~h . peasiu).~, iii all . it~lll,iugh .I>ut 
'-;, . . '" ' . '- , : . ",." ' "', . ': . ", ;, ,- . .'~ '."-

I!-lfe.ctlllg , ~ilI!plicity; Y{)11I, beheld a.felJo~.".bciI)g 
'.~ .. ,~" .' "-"i' ", -"" .. ,. • •. . . "' .': -' , ", .' 

~tsik§sed' (j( all:e¢tioi)s ·~i!y tI}. !>e\v\:lp py,teu" 



v 

~lenJ'e~" , ,:<>f' a ,viviJ 'illl1tgillttii(jil; ' undquick and 

al'dent susceptibility; ';Ioathed i~'rags, aud living 

in common with the beast of th~ 'field, ina state . , 

of penl.1i-y a'nd wretchedness, unlmcwn to t1H~ 

lni"erahle' and oppressed of any otl,er rCi(ion., 

To' sec, to f<->el', and to meditate relief were all 

simult,weons in the mind of your Grace. \Vhel' • 
some partial excesses at length broke 'out, when 

the violent and the intolerant elrunorollsly de­

Jl1and~d the terrible inilictions of military law; yon 

firmly, wisely, and most humanely resolved upon 

slIrrendering up the guilty to the laws of tlleil' 

eountr)', without dcJi\'ering over their , unoffenil­

ing \' ieinage to the savage dominion of the 

hllliet, and the bayom·t. The noble experiment 

anowered, anrl your Grace ' lost 110 portion 01 

your populru;ty, in the very spot wh~re dire 

necessity compelled you to offer up vietillis t'o 

justice: Your eonduet on that ~casion, even in 

the absenee of every ,other laudable eycnt oj 
, , -. . 

ypur life, ' is csllfficient to sweeten it to its latest 
pe~od; 



"~I »Em$lI'ION, 

A g,'eat and unexpected political change rcn­

dered the administration of your Grace too brief 

to· execute the enlightened .and lmlutary plans 

which you had conceived for the amelioration 

of Ireland; but it was of sufficient duration to 

afford opportunities of displaying those qualities 

of the head and of the heart. which will endear 

your memory to that unhappy country for ever, 

and you }\Iwe left to it the benefits of a brilliant 

example. 
That your illustrious suc~essor may adopt the 

same clemency and wisdom which your Grace 

~o efficaciously exhibited; and that he may com­

plete the measures which extraordinary political 

events prevented your Grace from perf,,'cting, is 

the cordial prayer of him who is an enthusiastic 

well-wisher to Ireland, and'v.ho, with great re­

spect, has the · honor to subscribe himself, 

My Lord, your Grace's 

Most obliged obedient servant, 

2. Garden-Co;',t; Temple. 
18tqMay. 1.8O?-

• <. ' 

JoiINCARIl 



TO THE READER. 

IT is with infinite gratification tbat I ac­

knowledge the obligation I am under to William 

Dalliell, jun. Esq. for the engravings which em­

bellish this work. The celebrity of that Gentle­

ma'l, as well as of ' his uncle, Thomas Danielt, 

Esq, R. A. so well known for their faithful and 

beautiful delineations of oriental scenery, can de­

rive no augmentation' ii'om any commendation of 

mine. I. am also indebted for some interesting 

anecdotes of the most eminent Painters of' the 

Dutch and Flemish School to the anthors of' the 

Abreg~ de la Vie des , Peintres, to Pilkington's 

Dictionary of Painters, and t<;> the elegant and 

witty ,' D'Israeli. 



\ III ) 

I ]" .. \ IlO ('Omp""lOn with me <luring tl,,' 

"Tcaf< ' .. 1'[\I't of tIl(' Tonr <le-eril",.d in the 1'0110".-
" 

:Iud (-'mharra~~iJlg ('ir('nm~tanc('s, tllt' nll~lan('holy 

ei1t:,ct:-. of "ar, anu "hidl, for that reason, will, 

l hope, JlI' 1,,\'01'('(1 with tIlt' indulgellt calldol\l' 

(II' Illy fl'i,mlis a\H1 oj the l'uhlie, 
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TRAVELS, 

<\,c. <\,c. 

CHAPTER I. 

A CoNn:'!>SION-THE WAR-Al'( At>oPTION-CONFlDEMCE 11( FORT1Y\'('£ 

!WMETIM£S NECESSJ\.RY-HATEFUL CHARACTER OF A SPY-4 MO­

TIVE FOil TRAVELLING-A MORAL-ANECDOTE 01' A. ROYAL DE-

8CRIPTION-MIIiERIES OF A DUTCH GAJ.LIOT-t-CALVIN AND SEltvt­

TV'-RELIGlnN AND A ROPV:!t F.Nll-nUTt"H ANECDOTE OF FORTI­

'l'UDE-ANECDO'rE OF A NEWFOUNDLA.ND DOCO-APPEARANCE OF 

HOLU .. ND FROM TilE SEA-ITS COAST-A DILEMMA-TBE JoU . .u 
InVER-ANECDOT~ OF NAPOLEON'- OF A DUTCH WOaUN-A. D15-

AiTER-ROTTERDAM DESCRIBED-LEA.NING HOUSES. 

TIlE public shall be my confessor.-In the 

summer of last ye.(, whilst the larger portion of the civi­

lized world was anxiously awaiting the result of our sin­
cere negotiations for a peace, which, alas! the crafty mi­

nisters of Napoleun; never intended should be other than 

mere H rDmanl poiitiqfltl," the desire of contemplating a 

B 
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a country, and a race of people to me entirely new, in­

duced me to tre;p .... lIfoll d>em~re. 

I re'iolved upon vi~iting Holland, although in a state of 

reluctant war with my own (>ountry, of a war which yet 

permitted to her commerce a few stolen embraces with 

that of England, ami which forced many a pursy Dutch­

man to lament the separation, and in the narcotic atmo­

sphere of his consoling pipe, to wi~h for better times. 

In gratifying my wi:thes, I was guilty of tls'iuming a 

charader rC'ipected in every country, a", well fi)r iu. bt,ing 

most wisely and profitably at peace with all the world, 

as for it! integrity and enterprize: I became an Ameri­

can, and by an act of temporal'Y adoption, fixed upon 

Baltimore ill North America as the place of my nativity. 

A fortunate corre~of}dence in the personal description. 

except a slight variation, not easily <li.-.,coverabJe, rdating 

to my face and age, enabled a friend of mine, a legitlmate 

American, to accommodate me with his pa'isport, which 

after all I might "" well have left behind me, so kindly 

are the IIollandel'b disposed towards us. 

I was promised by my friend a full description of the 

pri .. cipa,I places in Baltimore, and of the adjacent coun­

try, that I might pass UDSuspected through a era.s ex-
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amination, should any be attempted; the description 

never arrived, or arrived too late, and I ascended mv 
chaise, as ignorant of Baltimore as of the Peruvian Po­

tosi, trusting to that good chance which has often favoured 

me, and under the guidance of which 

" In my school days, when I had lost one sbaa, 

" I sbot bit fellow of the Jetf same f1ight 

" The aelf same way, with more advised ",ale1" 

U To find the other forth; by vent'ring both, 
"1 of, found both." 

.'Iet"c.htJIIt oj Y~nin', Act 1. Sc. 1. 

The stratagem, if not perfectly bla.meless, was at least 

intended to be an inoffensive olle ; I had no hopes of a 

peace, and consequently none of seeing Holland in a more 

regular mode. I went not to investigate the nakedness of 

the land, and by availing myself of its confidence to pene­

trate the military depOts, the docks and arsenals of a 

country not in amity with my own. 

I abhQr the character of a spy, movmg in a friendly 

garb, however useful his treachery may be to. his em­

ployers. My impo;ition extemled no farther than to enable 

me to make a picturesque tour through an almost aqueous 

kingdom, t.o view i~ natives in their ordinary habits, to 

glide upon their liquid roads, to saunter in their green 
B2 
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avenues and fl ouri.~hjng gardens, and trace the wonderful 

results of that daring and indefatigable ingenuity, which 

has rai~eu the permanent habitation of man in the ocean, 

and made ~lIccc1,3ful inroads upon the physical order of 

the universe. 

Dut though the deception gave no pang to my ('011-

~cience, yet, harmless as it wat (and let me Incntion it a" 

a moral lesson) it did not escape the lash of many a 

petty incollvenience. Often have 1 been pesterf·d. upon 

the !>lIpPoJoJitioll of my bt.in~ all American mcr('haut, with 

interrogations as to the number of partut l':I I had , how 

many clerks I kept, and the many other perplexing 

queries of minus at once devoted to t.:o mmerct'. and 

curiu!)ity: nor clid I escape dilemmas infinitely more pe­
rilolls. 

Having thu ') in all candour confessed my offence, if ~uch 

it ought ill justice to be called, and which has also mct 

with its due proportion of cha'!ti!o.cmcllt. I tru.,f I ~haU 

receive absolution from my reader, and in that hupe I 

~hall now proceed to my llan~atjve. 

I intended to have availed myself. as I wish I had done 

on former occasions, of the indulgence usually allowed to 

tours given in the shap~' of epistolary correspondence. the 
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case-and familiarity of which render the tourist less formal, 

and the critic more indullTent; but the war presented an 
~ 

ohstacle to the adoption of a plan which would have been 

more congenial to my mind, antl to the nature of tht! re­

marks I have to ofte r. 

In company with two high~ esteemed frielHls, I PI'O­

cec(1cd to Gravesend: upon the road, we were charmed, by. 

ocrasional views of lhe maj('~tic Thames, formed by a ril-h 

~cttil1g sun into the appearance of an inverted sky, de­

corated by sllips more bupported over than upon its bosom. 

anu a vast expanse of ridlly culti\Tated land fadillg in the 

UlU,t of a far Ji~tant horizon. 

Of the country whkh I ",'as quitting. and of that to 

which I was proceeding. our Charles thc~ Second , a mo­

narch of whom Sir Hidmrd Bulstrode justly says, that 11ad 

he loved bu si ness as weB as ht: understood it, he would have 

been the greatest prilH.·c in Europe, obstrn'u. " that the 

" funner was the must comfortable climate to live undtr, 

.. he had ever experienced; ru; there werc more days in 

" the ,Vear, and more hours in the day, that a Ulall could 

" take cxerci~ out of doors in it, than ill allY country he 

" had ever knuwn . That during his exile he ha tl st'en 

<I many countries, of whieh none pleast'u him su mudl alt 

1.( the l "'Jemings, who were the most honest and true-hc::art-
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"ed people he had ever met with; and added very pro­

" phetically to me, to whom he addressed these remarks, 

" I am weary of travelling, I am resol~ed to go ahroad 

" no more; but when I am dead and gone, I know not 

H what my brother will do, I am much afraid that when 

H he comes to the throne he will be obliged to travel agnin." 

A prediction fatally realizei by the wicked folly of the 

royal object of it. 

At Gravesend we paid six gu ineas aplcce to a Dutch 

captain, and a httle favourable breeze springing up. we 

proceeded on board with a large party composed of speci­

Uleus of the human race from various parts of the glohe­

proceeding. through the indulgence of the government 

of Holland , to their various destinations on the conti­

nent. Thp moment we stepped on board we found we 

,,-ere victims to the most infamous imposition. Six gui­

neas for a birth in a vessel, which Noah ill the first ru­

diments of his art, would have made a thousand times 
• 

more commodious! Figure to yout~elf about forty per-

sons stowed in a Dutch gaHiot of about one hundred 

tons burthen, deeply laden with a cargo of ('halk, &c. 

a hold near the bows covered with straw for the accom­

modation of thirty-six of the passengers; a low miser­

able cabin, four feet billb an the deck, which formed the 

.honey-moon bo·wer w-a young Swiss, and a pretty English 
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girl just married; and a little hole astern which, furnished 

with a couple of tickings crammed with Dutch peas in­

stead of featheJ'lj, constituted tbe vestibule, drawing-room 

and cha.mber, for me and one of my companions. 

H oping for a speedy termination to our marine miseries, 

we sct sail and sluwly creeped.down the Thames by the aid 

of a scanty breeze, which dyillg before we had advanc~d 

tiWQ mites. left us a. ... a Legacy to the ta.rdy tides. Indeed , 

we almost t ided it over to Holland, in the achievement of 

which we were six long days and nights; but then the 

oays were serent: and warm, and the nights were adorned 

by a brilliant moon, and the blue vault of Heaven was 

spangled over with stars. 

Our captain and his crt:w exhibited twice a day that 

attention to their devotions, whidl is ~tm IiO character­

istic of their country, in spite of every hostile attack 

and insidious intrigue of France, in the most ,'ulgar, 
• 

impious, and savage era of her bloody revolution. The 

breakfast of every morning, and the f,upper of every 

evening. were consecrated by a long shrill anthem , and 

still longer prayer. The cook was the chaplain, and the 

kitchen, a liole of about eight feet by five, the chapel. 

The spirit of Calvin, if it be not oll'ered up to the mane. 

of Servetus, must bave smiled with satisfaction, at the 
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molley ~roup, surrounding a pot of boiled peas and pork, 

and enveloped in a deep fog of .team and smoke, thus 

offering up their homage in the language, and accordjng to 

the rites of that merciless reformer. 

The piety of the commander was carried to an extreme 

lencrth. One J1lominCT we were disturbeu by a arcat noise: 
::" ~ v 

the captain had compelled his son, a sprightly lad of about 

lIille years old, to read tile Dutch Testament for three 

days together. and with &carccJy any cessation; in consc­

quence of which the young disciple becamc resti,·e, amI 

whilst his father's back was turneu cOIllI~itted the apostles 

to the deep, for which he received a tolerahle proportion of 

castigation. Fifty times a day were we annoyed by our 

pious commander vociferating to his child, 

H IA'M', leer, JOIl luigaart, of tlit cndje tOIlW 7.3.1 jc It'Crcn. " 

" Learn, learn, you idl('r, or this ropc's end shall teach you." 

I n:stored our captain, who spoke English vcry well. to , 
good humour, by relating to him an anecdote of the ac-

tivity a.nd cool philo,ophy of a Dutch sailor belonging to 

tbe fleet under the command of the <:elebrated Van 

Tromp, who immortalized himself by hi" naval victorie'l 

over the Spanjards ill 1639, but submitted to the superior 

skill and prowess of the British lleet under the command 

of the sturdy patriotic Blake. At the time when the hos-
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tile ft~cts vere laying very near each olhcl", aftcr a SC\'('n~ 

engagement, to refit, a British and Dutch sailor endea­

voured to l"ival each other by their activity in ascenuing 

and descending the rigging of their ]'espe<;tive ships; at 

last the English sailor astolli!o)hed his competitor by stand­

ing with his heels ill thl' air upon the truck head of tht· 

main top gallant mast; the Dutclunan endeavourl'd to do 

the .. me, but in the attemptfell upon the deck, from which, 

with great anguish and difliculty, he raised him . .,clf a little, 

and exclaiming to the Englishman, " derc myhncer can 

H you do dat/' expir'Cd UpOD. thc spot. T·he Dutch are very 

fond of dogs. OUf captain had a bitch and two puppies 

on board of a very peculiar breed, for which he expressed 

great attachment, and he was ODe day not a little amused 

at Illy telling him that at the commencement of the gallant 

action which took place between the Nymph and Clcopa.­

tra in the last war, there was a large NewfiHlndland dog on 

boanl t he funnel' vessel, which, as soon as the firing began, 

i'nU from below deck in spite of every exertion of the men 

to kcep it down, :llld c1jlllbing up iuto the main chain') , 

there kept lip a continual barkillg, :l~ld exhibited the most 

vLOlent rage during the whole of the engagement. " rhcn 

the Cleopatra bhuck he was amongst the foremost to boanl 

her, and walked lip and down her decks as if he par­

ticipated ill the /llory ofthe \'ictory obtained by the Eng-

l · , IS.I. 

c 
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After a passage, during which our patience was put to a 

severe trial~ 1\'C uiscovered Schouwen, and 50011 after the 

I..,land of Goree, wl.ere the wind began to freshen. and just 

before we madc the mouth. of the Maas, we met and hailed 

a fine lar~e fi~hing smack, the ('aptain of which our com­

mander endeavoured to prevail upon, by the usual and ge ... 

nerally successful application of a little money , to sm\lg~le 

us into the Briel; after a long cunsultatiun, the captain 

and crew of the bnUlck, Hot CQu!)j(kl'illg tllat an was fI5\) 

which came to th.cir net, refust'd to tuke dlargc of us , and 

to our no very pJeasant seJlsation~, iustead of standing out 

tu sea, tacked ami returned to the Briel under-full press of 

canvass. A low slimy ~horc surmounted by green flags 

~lId a few scanty oziers anlloullccU our voyage to be at its 

close, and we entered the river of a eowltry which our 

Hudibrastic Butler thus peevishly de",rlbes ; 

"A country that dmws fifty filOt ofwarer, 
4. III wlticli 1111'0 live nsi" th(' hold ofnnture; 
~, And wh('11 !-he seu (kJc~ ill upon them breuk, 

" And drowns n provinet', fJOit"S but sprill~ n leak; 
I, 'fhat ahnlYI! ply the 1"lmp, and never I!link 
" 1'lwy CIIIt be &al~', bllt at the rate Ihcy sti nk; 
I' That Ii\"(' (I" if the'Y hud hc<'n rlln agroun~, 
H Aml, ,\h{'11 th{'y dir, nrcc.'\St awny and dmwu'd; 
H That dwdtin sh.ij)s, lu.c .!J w3rms ofmts, and pft'y 
I, Upon Ihp-- ~1'O.,ds all n",tions ships convey; 

" .-\ nd wltf'1I Ill/'ir merc1ulnb arc blowll up ali ll crack 
~. ,V hole tow;n~an' CW'I1lnray in IItonns aod wrt'Ck.;. 
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" That food like cnnibals, on other fishell, 
" And serve their cousln germans up in disb~, 
U A land that ride! at allchor, and is moor'll, 
" IN whicb tbcr do not live, but go abot.rd.·' 

II 

The Duke of Alva, with more whimsicality and Ie," 

bitterness, ob:oserved. H that the Dutch were the ucarest 

" neighb01Jrs to hell of :lily people OIl the earth. fin' 

" they dwelt the lowest," 

III consequence of the tide being always very rapid when 

goillg out. and the wind again falling, we came to an anchor 

in the mouth of the Maas. One of the fir.'it objects that sa­

luted OUt' eyes. in this state. ,,'as the tcl~graph. which was 

ill a state of uncommon activity, and the glasses of its offi­

cial attendants often came in direct opposition with ours. 

The hal1s flew up and down with wonderful rapidity for 

nearly all hour after We anchored, and sufficiently c:{plain­

cd the motive which induc{'u the captaiu of the smack to 

return to port. The signification of the word BricJ, IU 

Dutch, is spCl'lacir', which is , ... upposed to have given its 

name to t hi~ place, 011 accouut of the cxtcn.,iv(: dew whidJ. 

its huildillg<; cOll llllallu of the surrounding {'oulltry, This 

ton'!l is cdt'bratcd for having gi\'ell birth to the illustrious 

warrior I before mentiolH::J, aJlllirul Cornelius Van Tromp, 

In the dead of the night, and in a deep fog, a fibhing 

hoat dropped along siJe, the master of which told. us that 
(. 0 - -
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the la"t vessel which had arrived from England had been 

confiscated, and all the passengers made prisoners, and 

after this exordium offered to conduct us in safety past 

the guard-ship if we would give him two guineas apiece, 

and to secure our transit: he proposed &hutting u~ aU 

down in his cabin, under hatchways, for that night and 

the whole of the next day, and then dropping past the 

guard-&hip in the evening: during aU which time we must 

have sat chin to knee, and have been infinitely worse ac­

commodatp.u than a cargo of Ali-iean slavc&. As ~'e had a 

mortal aversion from being illtroduced into the kingdom in 

this furtive manner, we persi.::,ted ill refusing to quit our 

v~sel, to the DO little mortification of our captain, who 

having safely deposited Ollr passage money in a large tin 

box, was ycry anxious to get rid of us in any manner. I 

believe personal apprehensions induced him to w.eigh the 

anchor early next morning, and to bear away for l\{aas­

landslf>Ys, 011 the other J,ide of the l\faas, where after the 

raptain had ~ati~fied t he commodore commanding the 

guard-J,hip,!, there, to whom he was well known, that we all 

came from Varcl, a little neutral tOW11 to the eastward of 

the Weser, a fa!<lt sailing fi~hing boat was proyjded to take 

\IS up to Rotterdam, a distance of twenty-five miles, at 

half-a-guinea a head. 

Gladly we bade adieu to our miserable ark, and about 
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six o'clock in the evening embarked upon the l\1erwe 

river, a noble branch of the Maas, the breadth ·of which i., 

about a mile, lessening but in a little degree as it reaches 

Rotterdam. The water of this river is rather foul, its 

shores are beautifully lined with villages, farm-houses, and 

avenues of trec~. A botanical gentleman informed me 

that the eryngium campestre, £eJd eryngo. so very rare in 

England. grows in great profusion. and wild, on either side 

of the ri" er, ami in most other parts of Holland. 

'Vhen the night advanced, the floating lanthorns of the 

fi~hermen had a pleasing and romantic effect, as we glideu 

along with a fine breeze ; and a row of Jamps running pa­

rallel with a canal supplied by the Merwe, announced our 

passing Schiedam, so celebrated throughout Holland fo), its 

distilleries of geneva, of whi(:h we were informed there 

were three hundred before Holland submitted to the anm~ 

of Fllln(~e. 

\Vhell the Frellch troops entered Holland as victors, thi::; 

beautiful river, in a season remarkably rigorous, formed a 

compact road of ice for the infantry) cav~lry, and artillery, of 

the invaders: dreadful aCf the winter was, the French were 

in want of the most necessary articles of cloathing; even 

,.hol. batt~lions were de.titute ohhoes and stockings, and 

ccotinels frequently did duty with no other covering than 
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a tattered blanket, alld the fragment of a pair of breeches, 

which time 'and service had reduced by instalments to Jittle 

more than a few shreds: yet they did not repine. 

In a milder climate, after the French took possession of 

Bologna, a soldier. whose coat was nearly in the predica..l. 

tnl'llt of his military countryman's breeches ~fore men­

tioned, came up to Bonaparte. and begged that he would 

order him a n(]W pair, to which his general. who had nrme 

to give him, vel)' shrewdly replied, " my good fdlow, that 

" will not do, it will hinder your wound,Oj frum beill~ seen." 

When the French troops entered Rotterdam, they were 

'luartcl'ed on the inhabitants, whose good opinion., I wa't 

well informed, they soon conciliated by their quiet COll­

duct and orderly deportment. I afterw.ards received the 

same character of the )<'rench troops in other parts of] 101-

lalld, from those with whom, I am convinced, they were 

not very welcome visitors, Oll account of the contribution . ., 

which they levied. 

In Ole faces of our crew, anti the scenery on each side 

of us, before dusk-fall, we saw those studies to which the 

exqllisite works of the Dutch school bave familiarized 

every per&Oll of taste. About twelve o'clock "we arrived at 

the boom, or b~rrier for shipping" at Rotterdam, al\d bel"l' a 
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luckless accident had nearly befallen me. ThP." luggage of 

the pUbscngers was depo~ited in small holds nearly the 

length of the veso;t'I, eovered over with loose buard.,: the 

uight was dark, and at; by the light of a bolitary lamp we 

were endeavouring: to gctat our luggag(·, a fat Dutchmall's 

wit~ :,prung out of the cahin, in which bhe had been COIl­

cpalt:d during our expedition up the ri\'er, who thinking 

that we were mole&hng some of her bonud1iuoxcs, in the 

ul)guaroed violellce of her approach. &lipped iJlto one of the 

hold" the boards of which had been inadvertently left open 

by the Swi.;;.., hridegroom b«dore mentioned, in a.n irritable 

!'Itrl1~glc to oi:Jtain his luggage; the oaths and how lings of 

th(, poor lady brought out her husband, a man whom we 

had remalkcti for the unplea&RntllCSS of his physiognomy 

uno dt~portm.cnt during the voyage, ano as 1 staoo neare~ 

to his prostrate wife in the act of as:::;isting her, he charged 

me with having maitcJOusly occasioned her suffering. and. 

threatencu repeatedly to call the watchlllcU of the city and. 

M,:nd me and my comrallion~ to prbon. 

It was a Itmg time before I coulu allay the btocm, alld 

dulcify the ttmpt:r of this UlaH, which, considering my 

situation, requirt!d some little forbearance and manage­

ment of !ecIing, At length we got on shore, and after 

much difficulty and perambulation discovered a comCort­

abl~ hotel in the suhurbs; the gale1l of the city being 

always shut, and the boom closed at eleven o'clock. 
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Our hotel lay at the bottom of a most beautiful aTenue. 

of trees, running parallel with the river opposite to the 

ferry. OUf landlord was ,-cry civil, and aJl his servant:, 

spoke French. In the principal apartment was a print of 

Napoleon ill his coronation robes-I afterwards obsern~J 

similar prints ill many other houses ill the city. 

Many of the principal merchants of Rotterdam have 

country-houses in these delightful suburbs. I walked hiung 

it Hue ofthclU. anJ beheld for the first time a specimen of 

the ta'ilc of the Dutch in rural scenery: the gardens, upon 

a level with the river, and divided from it by a high raised 

Toad, appeared to have been all designed by a mathemati­

cian; but still their neatness and luxul"iauce left a pleasing 

impression on the mind. Upon every gate, or house, a 

tl1otto indicative of the mind of the owner, or of the cha.­

.acter of the place, presented itself-of which the fol1ow­

ing are specimens. 

V reede is myn I .. usl HaC 
Peace is my garden. 

Lust en rust 
Hope and repose. 

Na by Bruten 
A1mott:'out of town. 

These iuscriptions 
, . , ,. . , 

tradesmen; &fIl:O!lgst 

Ziet op u millcJer 
Look upon those beneath YOll. 

N. B. This ,,'as inscri.bed 11p01II a large 
.bouse that commanded some little cottagca. 

Wei te vrccda 
V f!!l'j cmttent, &te. *c. 

are .seld!>m used . but by opulent 

the higbef clas~ they are con-
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siuered to be a little tinctured with vulgarity, though, a~ 

I found, they sometimes indulge ill them: the villa" of 

the latter are frequently known by names corrf'~poUllin~ 

with those which are applied to the country residences of 

the superior families in England. 

Tn the morning our luggage was inspected by the pro­

per officers, who gave U"i very little trouble, and were 

content with a trifling douceur. ~rhc «;:Iltrance to the 

city, towaros the rivce, through the peincipal gate, called 

De Nieuwe IIoofds Poort, a structure infinitely more 

elegant than another barrier of this city, called Dc OLide 

IIoofds Poort, is very handsQUlc. 

The immeuiate transition from the tranquillity of the 

COUlltry to the busy hum of mcn was very striking: the 

canals, with their numerous draw-bridges, as we proceeded 

to our city hotd, the l\fareschal de Turellne, were lined 

with ve;sels of all sorts anu sizes; and notwithstanding the 

war, every one appeared to be engaged in some active 

pursuit or another. 

::Before hostilities began, it was no uncommon -circum­

stance to see between th",e and four hundred merchant 

.hipo, from England alone, lying in these canalo and in 

the Maao; by "hich a vast commerce is carried ' oli with 

D 
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the greatest facility and economy, from tbe centre to the 
extremities of the kingdom; and as tliey communicate with 
the Rhine and other large rivers, all the productions of 
the earth are conveyed at little expence to many parts of 

the continent, in a period. of tranquillity. 

The number of beautiful .streets adorned, as is tbe. case 
throughout Holland, with noble rows of trees, is a spec­

tacle at once novel and beautiful. The trees act as II fan 
to the houses in hot weather, and their Jeavcs are said to 

inhale whatevel mephitic air may arise from such of the 

canals as are stagnant) ami to breathe it out again with 

refreshing purity. 

In a sick chamber, fresh flowers are 1UJfO thought al u­

brious, although, in no very distant time, they were re­

garded by the faculty as extremely noxious. 

The city derives its name from the adjoining river Rotte, 
which unites with the Merwe, and from the neighbour­
hood of both to the sea, renders the situation of this town 

very eligible for trade, commerce, and navigation. Th~ 

pleasure-boats of some of the merchants, which we saw 

moored opposite to their ho,*,,5, appeared to be very 
clumsy, and constructed only for smoking or napping in : 

they were broad, bigh at the head and stern, admitted only 
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of one rower, and had a heavy cabin with moveable gl"'" 
windo'\ts towards the stern. 

One of the first appearances which imp ..... a foreigner 

011 hi. arrival in Hollalld is that of the house., which, built 

of very small bricks, very lofty, and filled with large win­
Oom,<project forward as they ..rend-to such a rage has this 

unaccountable pas~ion for avoiding an upright beftU carried, 

that I am sure many of them must be two or three yards 

out of the perpendicular: 'nothing can be more whimsical 

than the corner houses of most of the streets. If these 
bouses had not the appearance of being perfectly .table. 

from the freshness of their outsides, and from their pre­

senting no fissures, a stranger would be induced from ap­

prebension of personal safety, to prefer paddling his way 

in the very centre of their canals, to'walking in the streets. 

No scene can at first be more novel anli intere.ting than 

that which Rotterdam presents; mast. of .hips, enlivened 

by gay streamers; beautif"l stately trees and lofty leaning 

bouse. appear mingled together, aftd at one view he sees 

before him the cbaracteristic featurea of the COUDtry, the 
city, and the sea. 

D2 
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ONE of the Dmt places we visited Wai the Boom ... 
" Boo p. ,:which extends along the river, about 

, .................. from to the old head, the two placeS 

ra the city, and fills the canals, which 

t i8 very broad and truly 
. . 

.D8IMttfrom it, over the river, an 

delightful. Cheyney-w 
UBI.., te8emblance to 'it. 





bricks and stone 

coach. 

Dutch lady. 

Upon this quay once resided 

author of the Hi orical and Critical Didionary, aDd pro­
fessor of philosophy and hi tory at Rotterdam, from hich 

. be was removed by the influence of .Jurieu, ho in a 

violent controversy with him, had j} ly mi~ 
sented his principles, and d . him to ~ peDUlJ;. 

The writings of this extraor ry. man are versatile . 

and so adapted to everyone' taste, that he secured rea.:. 
ders among t divilles, philosopher, physicians, it, an 

libertines in every part of E Saurin, with that 

tithesis tor which. n for the ~M.t 
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. " reconcile with thcUl8eive.sJ and whose opposite qualiti~3 
H give us rooUl to doubt whether we ought to consider 

" llim as the be~t} or the worst of mell. On the one hand 

" he was a great philosopher, who knew how to distinguish 

H truth from falsehood, who could at one view perceive all 

H the consequences of a principle, and the chain or series. 

" in which they were lillked together; on the other, he 
" was a great sophist, who undertook to confound truth 
" with falschGod, and knew how to deduce false inferences 

" from the 11pyothesis he advanced. On th.e Due hand, he 

U was a man of ~earning and of knowledge, who had read 

" all that could hp rpad. and remembered all that could 

" be remembered; 011 the other he was ignorant, or af­
" leeted to be so, of the most common things, in respect of 

" ... hich he proposed such difficulties, as had been answered 
" a thousand times. On the one hand he attacked the 

" most eminent men, opened a large field of lahour for 

" them, led them through the most difficult ways, and if 

" he did not get tbe hetter of them, at lea&t gave them 
.. great troubl~, to gct the hetter of him; on the other, 

" he made use of the worst of authors, to whom he was 
"lavish of his praise, frequently disgracing hi. writings 
U by citing such 'lames ~ no learned man ever mentioned/' 
So speaks Saurin of this abj!! ~, who"" ahilities, how­
ever, have been ' honoured with the u"11al homage; tbeyo 
.have been allowed to consecrate the place in '\I'hich they, 
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flourished. No stranger can visit the Boom-quay without 

being informed that Bayle resided there, and without hav­

ing the spot where his little mansion stood pointed out to 

him. It is the noble nature of genius to requite the in­

gratitude of a thankless country, hy shedding upon it un­

quenchable lustre, and raising it in the rank of nations. 

In severn,) parts of tJte city~ memorials of the inroads of 

the Spaniards arc traceable, not only in the forms of se­

veral of the buildings, but in se""ral mottoes and inscrip­

tions in their language, which are still legible in many of 

the old buildings, in this and in other cities. 

The number of Jews in Rotterdam is very great, and 

many of tbem are of high respectability, and as much dis­
tinguished for thfir integrity, as their industry and op..­
leBee. 

Soon after my arrival I had the pleasure of dining witli 

one of the first families of that persuasion: our h08t, a 

very- amiable man. gave us a true Dutch dinner, consisting 

of nearly fifteen ditrerent so<1s of fish, exqqisitely dressed,. 

and served up with vegetables of various kinds. In HDlland, 

in preparing the fish for the kettle, the head, and fiBs, and 

tail, are generally cnt off. In this city port wine is scarcely 

",vel' drank, it i. by no means gratifying to .. Dlitch """~ 
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late. Some was presented to me at a dinher where I was, 

hut it was so old that all its flavollr had evaporated. The 

principal w inc!j drank are Claret, l\ladeim. and the Rhinc 

WIIlCS . 1 found the bread in IIolland every where excel­

lent, amI the coffee every where bad. 

I soon found that the received opinion of there being 

no beggars in Holland is perfectly crroneou<; . I wa~ fl'(;­

(fueutly hebet by these sons and <laughters of sorrow or 

idleuf'ss, who preferred their petition with indefittigaulc­

pursuit, but iil so gentle a tone~ that it wa'3 eyjd(,l1t they 

were fearful of the police. They arc abundant, hut or­

derly. It was ouserved hy some Ellgli~h in lIoHand , that 

a Dutch beggar is too wise to wa~t(' his breath by a:,killg 

alms of a Dutchman, and that relief is only sought from 

strangers: the fact is, there are so many asylums for Pa11-

pers, that a Dutchman acquainted with the legislative 

provibion made for them, always ('onsider~ a b('ggar a'i a 

Jawless vagabond. 

For this reason, and this alone, Charity seldom takes an 

airing in Holland: towards the wretched in the streets, 

tHe rich in this country 
. , 
« Re!cmble sl\'eet instruments hung up in cases, 

~ That keep tbdr BOunds to themselves." 

Ti_ .f AlA .... Act I. &. '5. 
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In no country of its size, as will ap~ar III the course 

of this journal, are there more charitable institutions, and 

at the same time a stronger appetite for accumulation, 

To make a good oargain is considered hy many a Dutch­

man as the highest achievement of the humall mind. A'S 

a proof that they never suffer their national animosities to 

interfere with individual interest, the reader may rely on 

the following anecdote. 

In an early stage of the last war, when the Dutch go­

"ernmt~ nt rigorously prohibited the importation of English 

manufactures, some members of the executive hody en­

tered into all agreement with a mercantile house in Rot­

tcrtlam. to supply the requisition for the cloathing of the 

French army, by a clandestine importation of cloth from 

England, and the looms' of Yorkshire accordingly clothed 

tell thousand French soldiers. 

The same commercial spirit was observed by the Dutch 

many years since to us, when, in a severe battle between 

t.he fleets of the Republic and Great Britain, during a ces­

sation of the fight. for the mutual accommodation ,of re­

pairing, some of the officers of the Dutch ships actually 

offered the captains of some of ours, supplies of gun­

po-n."der at an advanced price, in consequence of under-

E 
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standing that two or three of our ships had nearly ex­

hausted their stores of it. 

The D ey of Tunis made a more whimsical offer ; when 

the heroic and immortal N elson threatened to blow his 

capital about his earli, the . D ey sent to his lordship to 

know the cost of every shot that would be fi red, the al1-
lweI' wa'i ncarly a pound f)terling ; upon which the D ey 

said, if his lordship would calculate how many shots would 

be nL'Ce;,sary to dt molish his capital , amI. s(!nd him half 

the amount in good bills, he would destroy it himself. 

I nowhere saw, except amongst the skippers, that mighty 

mass of brecc1ws, in which my expectation had ill part 

t:loathed every Dutchmau's frame: but the appearance of 

many of the men in long flowered waistcoats, and trunk 

host', and the fcmale~ in short plaiteo pt'tticoats , blue 

stockings, and large round silver buckles projecting over 

('ilher side of the foo t, was very wh imsical. 

.l\fany of their dresses are hereditary; and grandfather, 

father, and son, ha" e in regular succession pl'oceeded to 

the altar in the same nuptial breeches. Their quays are 
very spacious, and every "'here embellished with trees; 

and the canals deeper and deaner than in any other of 
the large cities in the kingdom. 
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In consequence of the features of every st~ct being so 

similar, a stranger finds uncommon difficulty in reaching 

the place of his destination, or in retuming to his hott,!, 

without a guide. 

After having securt'd a bed-room, and (l('positcd OUI' 

luggage at the .l\Iareschal de Turenne, kept by 1\f r. Crabb, 

all Ellgli~hmall, wilO renders the character of a maitre 

d'hotel (,lllillt'lltly respectable, by his attention to fo­

rejgners of every description, and to his own countrymen 

in particular, by moderate charges alltl excellent accom­

modatioll j, we proceeded to the Exchange at two o'clock, 

when the merchants assemble. 

This built.ling is an oblong square. with R. covered walk 

011 each bide, and is a plain handsome uuildinlJ', It was o 

finished in 1736. I wa" astonished to find it crowded in 

c\'cry part, and presenting, in the activity and bustle 

whkh were displayed, every appearance of a great conl­

mercia) country in a high state of prosperous tranquillity. 

In this Babe1 assembly the greate1:ot interest for <'l SU('­

cessful termination of the negotiation between France and 

England seemed anxiously to prevail; and induce' a 

stranger like my,e1f to think that the interests of Hol­

land were pretty closely interwoven with those of England. 

E2 
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The arrival of English papers, and of couriers from Paris, 
never failed to excite a strong sensation from one end of 

the city to the other. Upon the exchange I saw several 

Englishmen transacting business; and such is the respect 

which the Dulch bear towards us, that we soon found 

the suspicion of our being English rather increased than 

damped the civilities we experienced. 

As Rotterdam may be considered, as Ronaparte has re­

cently df'scribed the city of Hamburg, une ville Anglai.<;f, 

in consequence of so many English fam;lies having settled 

there before the revolution, and also of the proximity of 

its port to England, it was with surprise 1 found that the 

new ruler and form of government were so popular as they 

otre in thi~ city. 

In the years 179-1 and 1795 the progress of the French 

arms excited uncommon consternation in this city, in 

which a higher veneration for the stadtholderiall govern­

ment, as established under the influence of England and 

Prussia in 1787, existed, t\mn in any other city in the 

United Provinces. 

As the French advanced, the principal English families 

Red with great precipitation, and were followed by many 
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of the Dutch: their flight was in the most illdement part 

of a winter rema.rkably rigorou~, and they were oblIged tu 

pass over frozen canals, rivers and deep snows, many uy 
the most wretched open conveyances , in tlit'ir way to 

I1elvoetsluys, where they embarked for that country, 

which, since the time of the first Charles, h .. , thank Hea­
ven! been neither the M'at of war, nor of revolutionary 

phrcnzy. 

A short time before we vi50ited Rotterdam, we heard 

that the kiug and queen had visited that city, the only 

one whidl they had then honoured with their presence, 

('xcept the SC'o\t of the royal residence at the Hague . 

Upon their arrival in the city, tlJeir majesties and the 

two princes, ill their carriages, attendt.:d by their suite and 

an t'scort of horse, proceeded to the Exchange, where 

they were waited upon by the principal functioIUI:!'ies ami 

a deputation of the most opulent merchants of the city. 

Their majesties appcared to be much affected by the very 

ilattering manner in which they were received. 

The queen, who is always mentioned by those who have 

had the honour of knowing her before and since the WOll­

derful elevation of so many branches of her family, 88 a 

most amiahle, enlightened, and accomplished woman, very 
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much gratiflCd $,omc of the member~J and the nation at 

large. hy observillg upon the Exchange: H 'VI; are deeply 

H pcnetrated hy the cordiality with which we have been 

H received in the country; a~ strallgers we ('ould not, and 

" did llut expect slich a reception; but we hope to remain 

" long enough aillOllg~t you to b~curc your e~tecm. by 

" doing all the good in our power." This bhort address. 

delivered with that grace and mallllcr, which. I a1ll in­

formed, are 1)0 charactcri!:ltic of hel majc~ty, captivated aU 

the Dntehmen prtst'nt, Jnd spread with gn'at (·t:lerity 

through {'\'cry part of the city, and cOJltributed to rai:,c 

her vuy high iu the public c.')tilllation. 

From the Exchange their majesties pro('ceded to tJle 

Admiralty, and were gratified, for the first timc ill their 

live.'i, with seeing a mall of war, a seventy-four, laullchcd ; 

and aftrr partaking of a splendid collation, they pabf\CU 

through the prim'ipal street'i in a single c3lTiage, unat­

tended by their body guard. On this public occasion, 

the only external ornament which the king wore was the 

~tar of the legion of honour. 

In the department of the admiralty, the king has ef­

fected many wise and salutary regulations. lIe has abo­

lished all the sinecure offices attached to it, reduced over­

grown salaries, and doubled the hours of labour of the 
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clerks, who were hl'fore ahno.,t receiving the wa¥es of 

idleness from the country. By this firm and sagaCious 

conduct, the king has already produced a sa\'ing to the 

~tatc of nCiO millloN..t; sterling (I !Jtllr. 

Before the ncw conslitul iO ll , which will be (TIVen hcre-
~ 

~ftcr, was finally adjusted, the king c.leclared, tha.t the na-

tional debt bllOUld be mo~t sacredly rc~p('cted , and its 

guarantee forms accordillgly a pC'rmant'llt ft.:a tnre in that 

~r~t clll. and l11<':lSlIJ'CS have been adopted for its speedy 

liquitiation. The king has also clios('n 1\,,°0 gentlemen of 

h i~h rc~pcctahitity from the body of tli(' lllcn.:hant!> of 

llottcnlalll, to OC l1lclllbl'n~ of his council. 

Bt:forc these circnm~tallces, and the previolls unsettled 

condition of the country are known or reflected upon, it 

woulc.l appear somewhat paradoxical, that a') the iutt:rcsts 

of the Dutch have a via., in favour of Eng(and, and as 

tllt:'ir ~ovcmmt'nt is of f"' l'cnch con~tructi o ll , the ruler who 

has been placed over them by events little less than mi­

rat:u(ous, could evc.::r. and especially in ~o short a time, 

have made himself popular; but to the fact I pledge my­

self, upon the authority of some of the most respectable 

and enlightened Dutchmen in different parts of Holland, 

repeatedly rellewed to me. 
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It is a subject of congratulation with every Englishman, 

that a similar spirit of economy and retrenchment ani­

mates the minds of the present administration, which, dur­

ing the short period of its elevation to power, has puri­

fied many of the public offices of slothful supernumeraries , 

and has to its eternal honour refused to augment the pub­

lic burthens by reversionary pensions. 

By such instances of public virtue, and the wi'idom, 

,rigour, and sound policy, which feign in the councils of 

his majesty, the British empire may ultimately triumph 

over its enemie~, or at least be preserved entire amidst the 

general wreck of othrr nations. 

The king of Holland was described to me to resemble 

his brother Napoleon, very strongly in size, complexion, 

manner, thoughtful taciturnity, and abstemiousness: he 

is a great invalid, and has received some scyere paralytiC 
shocks ill one of his arms, for which, as weU as for the 

general extreme delicate state of his health, he has been 

ohliged to visit tbe baths of Wisbaden, and to drink the 

waters of the Spa ; which prerented his r",!,aining in Hol­

land. but for a very short time, after the eoHStitlltlon had 

placeoi him on the throne, I1nd he WII$ absent when I was 

there. 
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The king has the reputation of being much plea.~ed with 

the Enp:lish character, and ~ery fond of the society of 

Englishmen; a gratification which a series of a<h'crse cir­

CUlIl'5tanrcs has prcvented him from indulging in for some 

time past. I remember, when I wa,3 at Paris. during the 

brief pause of war. that just gave H a time for frighted 

" peace to pant," he wa~ nevitr more ha.ppy than when 

he had one of our countrymen at his splendid and hospit­

able table. 

The queen i.oIi, as she was also described to mC'. a hru· 

nette of considerable beauty) inclined to the en hon poillt, 

has a face expressive of great suavity of mind. and is highly 

accomplished; she particularly excels in dancing. in which, 

for the gracefulness of her aUitudes, she is said to be un· 

rivalled. To this elegant accomplishment she is particu­

larly attached, and when she travels, is generally com­

plimented, in any considerable town where she stops for a 

day or two, with a public ball, an attention by which .he 

is always much gratified. 

Their majesties have two princes who are very young; 

the eldest is called Napoleon after the emperor. Should 

the dynasty of the Bonaparte. experience no. convulsive 

overthrow, it is generally believed that, upon the demise 

<>f that extraordinary being, who has pushed so many kings 

F 
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from their thrones to make room for the members of his 
own/amily, the crown of France will devolve upon this 

child. 

In detailing these few anecdotes, which to me at least 

were .interesting, I have been induced by a veneration 
for truth alone, to give a representation which, to such 

as think that nothing favourable, however deserved. 

should be reported of those with whom we are not in 

amity, will not Lt, very palatable. To an enemy, if not 
generous, let us at least 'be always just. It is as base jn 
principle, as it is dangerous in politics, to depreciate the 
popularity of a prince with whom we are at war, for it 

obviollsly leads to .. miscalculation of his inOuence upon 

his peqpie. and of the natur .. and extent of his strength 
and resources. 

I abhor fuming a sovereign with adulation, more espe­

ciall,. the ruler of a country at wac with my 0 .... 11; but it 

is what lowe to my own country to relate the fact. 
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CHAPTER III. 

COMMISSION COUNTENANCES-PHYSIOGNOMIES COMPARED - HOMAGE 

PAID TO GE",1U!-ERASMUS'S !TATU£--INIICRIPTIOK-R1!lVOLV" 

TION.lRY WHIMS-LEARNED OALLj.NTat-K.IIIES-AKICDOTIUI or 

ERASIIUS-CATHEDRAL OF 1ilA1NT L.tlVRJ;,NCI-THE RIVAL ORGAN 

CIIARITY SCHOOLS-PUBLIC EXAMI!<iATIONS-EFFECTS OF EDUCA­

TION ON THE puntc MIND-Un GRACE THE DuJLE OF BEDrORD­

Mil. LANtA.lTE&" 8CBOOL. 

IN my way to the celebrated statue of Erasmus, 
and indeed wherever I moved, almost every face I met 

looked as if it belonged to a loul more disposed to culti­

vate the figures of arithmetic, than of rhetoric. I saw 
none ofthose sprightly physiognomieo, which abound in the 

large towns of England or France, full of omiles, of levity. 

and carelessness, the happy owners of which appear as if they 
basked and frolicked in the sunshine of every event. Even 
the Spanish proverb, " thougbts close, loob loose," is not 

observed in thi.. city. An eye prone to the earth, a 
look of settled meditation, and a measured pace denote 

the Rotterdammer. Vet with these appearances Holland 
Iaas not been _nsible to that literary merit, in honour 

of which, in other times and regions, the Grecians and 

F2 
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Romans raised temples, statues, and constituted public 

games, to which the Persians, the Arabians, the Turks,. 

and even the Chinese, presented the most magnificent f t:­

wards. 

As the inhabitants of Languedoc established floral 

games, at which they bestowed golden flowers a8 prizes to 

the furtunate poets; as Romp ~FOwned Petrarch with laurel; 

as Ravenna erected a marble tomb to the memory of D ante, 

and Certaldo a statue to Boccaccio; as delighted princesses 

touched with their fragrant lips the cheeks of poets ; as the 

Venetians paid to Sann""iuius six hundred pistoles for six 
'Verses; a~ 'Baif received a silver image of Mi1J.f'rva from his 

na.tive city, and Ronsard had apartments reserved for him 

in the palace of Charles IX. of France, and also the honor 

of receiving poetical epistles from that monarch: behold 

the Hollander has raised It superb bronze figure to the 

memory of that great restorer of the Latin tongue. 

Erasmus. 

This stat\le stands. upon 'an arch CTOOSing a eanal, and is 
.. arly ten reet high ;" it was finished in 16.22, and is sai4 
to be bile chif-d' a •• re of Henry de Keiser. a .ety cele­

brated 8tatuary and architect. It has been said, that inI 
the quality of tbe different _00$ ,,!rich tbe Dutch: raiaedi 

1\0 the memory of Erasmus, may be traeeri> the di6erent 
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degrees of zeal with which Ius memory· lVB-' cherished by 

them. 

In 1540 they raised a statue of wood; ;eventeen yeus 

afterward.s, blushing for the little resp£'ct they had ob­

served, they exchanged it for one of blue stone; and ill: 
sixty-five years follow ing apotheothized him by the noble 

memorial of their veneration, which I (.'ontemplated with 

equal admiration and delight. In 1572 the Spaniards, 

Vandal-like, shot at the stone statue with their muskets, 

and threw it ill the canal. from Wh~IH.:e it was afterwards· 

raised and. again set up, by order of the magistrates, upon 

the expulsion of the Spaniarus; upon whom the Dutch 

retaliated in the most spirited and gallant manner, by at­

tacking that nation through her colonial establishments in 

the East and West-Indies, and in Mrica, and by capturing 

the rich galleons of their merciless invaders. 

The bronze figure is clad in an ecclesiastical habit, with 

an open book in his hand. Various attempt. have at dif­

ferent times been made to convert the sage into a turn­

coat: before the revolution which expelled the stadtholder 

and his family, ever,)' concavity in his dress was crammed, 

on certain holidays, with oranges; during the ·hey-day o£ 

the repubiican torm of gov=ent, jIJIlidst the celebra­

tion of its festiva.ls. he was cove .. d with tri-coloured fib,.. 



bons, when the juice of the orange was never suffered to 

pass the lips of a true patriot! ! Even the marigold, first 

consecrated by poets to the Virgin, and afterwards used 

as a symbol of the House of Orange. 

" The marigold, o«»e courtier"s face 

Echoes the suu, aad doth. unlace 

Her at bit rise," 

was expelled from the gardens of the new republicans. 
Oh, Liberty! happy hall it been for millions, if all the 

outrages perpetrated in thy hallowed name had spent 

themselves upon ribbons, oranges, and marigolus ! 

Oudaan the poet has done honor to this star of erudi­

blOD, whose works filled ten folio volumes, and whose ta­

lents had nearly raised him to a cardinalate under Pope 

Paul III. in the following lines in Dutch, which are in­
~cribed on his pedestal: 

Rier roes die groote zon, en gmg te Buel onder 1 

De Rykstad tJd' ea 1ier'" dien Iteilig is zyn gray j 

Dit '-Ie -.. goori .... ·t .. _ Jet.<n p" ' 

Maar't ligt dcr tuien, ~t zout del' r.eden, 't heedyk wODder ... 

Woar met de Lievde, en V reede, .. Godg<leerdbeid pruld, 

'IN oro met goo. gro. g&ro nog met ..... bedd bda&ld , 

Illes moot hier't Iagt~ ErMm ... ..roe"""', 
}II .... _ miad'", piIIfI s,va leelpol bo _I 



Or thus in English; 

Erasmus, here, the eloquent and wise, 

That Sun of Learning! rose, and spread hi, beara 

O·er a benighted wo:rld, through lowering skies, 

And shed on Basil's towers Iii!, parting gleam. 

There his groat relics lie: lie blest the place : 

No proud preserver of his fame sball prove 

The J>ariall pile; tho' frnught with scuJptur'd gr~ 

Reader! bis mausoleum is above~ 

The reader may perhaps be pleased with the following 

anecdote~ When Erasmus wa:; in England, which he vi­

sited several time", and where he was honored with the 

friendship of Archbishop Warham, Bishops Tonstal and 

and Fox, Delln Colet, Lord Montjoy, Sir Thomas More, 

and other distinguished men, he mentions a custom then 

prevalent amongst the females of this country, the dis­

continuance of which, considering how much improved, 

they are since the time of Erasmus, and how their natural 

charms are heightened by the grace of the Grecian dra­

pery, must be a subject of illfinite regret with all who­

love and cherish the ;ex, as it ought to. he I<wed and; 

cherished. 

ERABMUS .. 

Bunt hie in Angl:ia nympb. divinw vultibur, blaadae, facile.. Eet p,... 
terea m08 nunqnam laW laudandis, sive qud veniat, omnillm osculit rece-­

peris, sive dt.cedas aliquO) OIculis dimit1.etis. Redia redduntur IU&Tia'; 

_ad Ic propiaanlor .-via, __ .... t., dj,idUllt1lrbllia; .... 
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curritur alicui, L~ialur amdim j 'uclIique quocumque tc movens, suaviorum 

Flena sunt omuia. 

U The womCll in England are divinely beautiful, affable, and good.lm· 

moured . Thefe is a cust om also herc, wllieh call nevor be sufficiently 

commcndetl . 'Vben you go any wherc, you arc rt'Cci\'ed by all wilh 

I.i.~us i when you depart , you are dismissed with J... isscs. On Jour frturn, 

kisses are again bc:.towed on you. 'Vhen th('y visit you, kiss('j arc pre­

sented; when th{'y go away, kisses also pass hctwecn y ou. l( y ou meet any 

body, kisses arc plentifully distributro. In .!obort, whatever you do, wlJcre· 

~\'cr you go, you arc sure of kissu in abundance." 

This iii language sufficiently warm to prove that ~ra':i" 

mus carried the feeiings of a man under the cowl of a 
monk. Erasmus was very accomplished: he is .aid to 

have imbibed from Hans Holbein a fine taste for painting, 
and to have painted several pictures wllilst in the convent 

at 'Gouda. 

Holbein owed the patronage of Hcnry VIII. to Eras­

mus, for at his request it 'Was that he came to London, 

and by him was introduced to Sir Thomas More, who 

employed and entertained him in his own house ror three 

years, during which his likenesses, and the execution of 

his works, attracted the notice of the king, who took him 

;nto his service, and paid him as 10IJg as he lived: al­

though he once hazarded the severest displeasure of his. 

royal and turbulent patron; fur being dispatched by 

<:romwell to paint the Lady.AIur of Cleves. Holbein eo 
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lIattA!red her with his pencil, that Henry was indQced tn 

marry her; but when he discovered how pla.in she really 

was, his anger turned from the painter to the miuistert 

and poor Cromwell lost hi. head, because the unhappy 

Aun ,,"'as denounced by her royal husband for" a Flanders. 

mare," and not tbe Venus depicted by Holhein. 

Amongst the churches, the only one I saw worthy of 

notice w.. the cathedral of St. Lawrence, the tower of 

which I ascend.II, and from its top commanded the greater 
part of the south of Holland. The body of the church is 
very large. The walls, like all the rest of the Dutch 

churches, are saddened over with a great number of sable 

e~ulcheons, alld the tioor c.overed with rUf,h .. bottom chairs 

fur the congregation when ""sembl.d. A magnificent bross 

ballu.trade of e~uisite workmanship, separates the choir 
from the pave. 

The church ill used for variou.~ purposes: the synod of 

the province used to assemble in it the presbytery of the­

town; I was informed be .till continues to do so; and at 

the fairs, booths ~re erected in it. 

The ol)ly Qlon)\ment;s worthy of attention, an,d thOle 
lIlerjt but litlll!. lAl"<I eN)Cted to the meinories of Admiral 
(;/lrnlllilli de Witt, 1AhaPnes a Rrakel. awl Admiral Ko ... 

G 
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Jenaar. A magnificent organ has been building for 80me 
years in this church: a ''ery large but inadequate sum of 

llK>ney h •• been subscribed for this superb instrument, 

which is intended to rival the celehrated one at Haerlem, 

but much more money will be necessary for that purpose: 

the object of this measure is not out of homage to 

St. Cecilia, but from a commercial spirit, that repines at 
hearill~ of the number of persons who flock to Haerlem 

to hear its boasted instrument, by which considerable sum. 

ef money in the course of the year are expended in that 

oity. 

To the honor of Holland, ber seminaries of learning 

lIave always been favorite objects with her government; 

and I was well informed, that to the further promotion of 

tAi. g.eat and vital source of tbe morals> order, and glory 

of nations, the king has devoted much of his ronsideration. 

To the ehoirs of tlli, cathedral, tl\e scholars of the 

charity schools of the city, attended by their masters and 

professors, repair twice a year to undergo a public ex­

amination, in the presenee of the principal officers of the 
state resident in the city, who are distinguished for their 

learning; attended by some oftlie dery. 'Fhe rector, Or 

first profetlSOr, open. the meeting with a ahOrtsj>eecb in 

praiJe ·of Litt.-ater. ami t4t C;.u JlfIg;,frtKJ: ·inch of tlte 
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'pupils as are about to remove to the universit~r, pro­

nounce an oration in praise of Some illustri.ous prince, or 

of Erasmua; on the dignity, ornament, and utility of 

sound learning to a state; in praise of commerce and in ... 

dustry; on the baneful cOllseliuenee of passion aDd indo­

lence; on fortitude, patience. concord, and other moraJ 
virtues; they then conclude with . a compliment to their 

masters for their cart' of them, and to the magistrates for 

honoring them with their presence; and finally, take 

leave of their school-fellows, whOlu they exhort to pur­

,f,uC their studies indefatigably, and to live ill amity wjtb 

each other. 

The principal magistrates then present each of them 

with Bome cl .. sical author, superbly bound and gilt: the 

jWliors, who are to remove to the high.er classes, thell 
<'.ome forward, and compliment the magistrates and their 

masters in a senteoce or two either of verse or prose. The 

effect of this ceremony is encreased by the organ play­
i~g at its commencement a.nd close.. 

The reader will, I am sure, be gratified with this brief 

description of a plan 50 generative of every good to tbe na­

tion which adopts it. Children, as soon as they can think, 
discover lhat they are the ~ctlliar oare of their country ; 

illey are taue:ht to respect its laws, ""d by deacantinc 

G2 
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upon, to imitate its most shining examples, and to repay 
the paternal solicilude of the government, by becoming 

useful or ornamental members of its community. 

Anlidst the political storms which have agitawd Hol­

land for so many years, mOre fatal to its prosperity than 

those of the ocean, in which it almost appears to fioat, 

education has never heen negl~ted; to bestow upon hi'" 

children decent and useful instruction, has ever funned 

the a!\Xious care of the Hollander; he feels that whilst he 

trains their minds to habits of inve~tigation and industry, 

he secures to them, under any fonn of government, the 

sources of support and advancement. 

This general diffusion of useful instruction made Hoi­

land what .he was in the most shining period .• of hel" hi .. 

t.ory, and whenever its enlightftling influence .hall cease 

to be felt, as a commercial country she mu.t decline. 

The very rew instanCes of cruelty which occurred in' 
Holland during the late revolution, have been very justly 

attributed to the happy effe<:u of education. WheneTer 

any di9pOsition to ""verity evinced itself, an appeal to 
_ and humanity Inoline4 It to forgive: a memOl'able 

proof of thi •• tatement will hereafter appear in the lICCoutrt 

of some of the re-roIutionary l'Ilovement$ whiak occurred at 
Amsterdam. 
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Even an English merchant would he astonished to !lee 

the wonderful arithmetical attainment of stripling clerk. 

in any of tbe Dutcb compting-bouses, and the quantity of 
.complicated business wbich they discharge in the cOurse 

of the day; the order of their books, the rapidity and 
eerta\nty of theit-calculation, according to the commercial 

habits and exchange of different countries, and the ~ariety 

of I.nguages wh;"h tney speak; to which may be added, 

tbe great regularity and length of their attendance, and 

the decency and propriety of their deportment. 

With proper modifications, what an example fur our own 

government, with respect to the sil$ter kingdt>m, does 1101-

1and present! And here I cannot but lament my inability 

to do justice to the illustrious nobleman, to whose care his 

majesty has with sound wisdom and discrirnina.tiotl com­

mitted the administration of his government in Ireland. In 
his Grace the Duke of Bedford, tbat unhappy and long 

neglected island has found an able, .zealous, Bnd resolute 

friend and patron; who, shunning evety o~tentatioll~ dis­

play, and almost the eye of obseryation, has oonferred upon 

tlr.tt country the salutary benefits "f those measure' which 
do honour to the cbri.tian, the statesman, and the go_ 
vemor, 

To tbis nobleman, and to I..ord S!Jmerville, tbe Briti, h 



Q&tion is indcutcu for ha"ing discerned the utility, 'lind 

.encourage.l the p1'Ogress of a system of eduGation, which 

,has entirely originated from the benevolent zeal and abi­

lity of lUI'. Lancaster, a member of a reJigious community 

long known, all well for the purity.of their ",indo ... . fo, 

the. simplicity of thcir dress and deportment, who, after. 

wany arduous experiments, has matured a plan by which 

one thousand poor childi-eu 'may be taught and governed 

by one master, for the trifling expence of Jive shillings per 

annum for each child: a plan which is eminently honor­

.able to its meritorious discoverer, and promises fair to 

effect an incalculable amelioration in the habits and con­

dition of the rising generation. 

'Ve are not allowed upon the continent to be a people 

of much cr"ative/a",lty, but this plan is solely of British 

growth, and .till lately wholly unknown to political econo­

mists of ·every other oountry. This cheap :and efficaciouo 

s.ystem, which has received, to their lasting bonor, the 
cordial approbation and support of their Majesties and the 

Royal Family, his Grace the Duke of Bedford is anxious to 

introduce into lreJand, wholly free from religious prosely­

tism,lUld (Which would powerfully accelerate those compre­

hellSive and enlightened measures, to wbich another great 

iriend to Ireland has, with uncommon pro~ptitude and 
.... siduity. obtained the ·assent qf the Imperial Par~ ; 



I allude to that amiable and able statesman Sir John New­
port, the present Chancellor of the Exchequer of Ireland. 

May the happy effects of such· a; measure be as forcibly 
experienced in that country, as they have been in that 
..,mclt I am describing! 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TilE. CO'NS':"-PRACTJCE OF VAILS-GIVING IN BOLLJ..J1I)-FJtl1IT .... lf~ 

VEGETABLE SELLERS-DUTCH PASSION FOR SeRUDBING AND MOP­

.rING-WHIMSICAL UReAl .. OF A TRAVELLER.---SINGULAR OFFENCE 

OFFERED TO A CHAMB£R-M.uO--DVTCH FRUiTS OF I.ORD NELSON­

'I'REJ..TMENT OF DUR COUNTRYMEN AT VERDUN---DVTCIl COMPARED 

WITH THE CHINESz.-PIlIVATE COLLEeTION'S OF PAINTINGS-BRIEF 

ANECDOTE OF THE VANDERWEllFS-R£MARKS ON DUTCH AND FLE­

M18H SCHOOLS--J;lORPT-ANECDOTES OF DISTINGUISHED PERSONS 

THERE--AMECDDTE OF COWPER--INTERPOSITION OF PROTJDEN:CE. 

IT is with great reluctance I approach 

the subject of the currency of Holland, but as I hope 

to be read by some one who may hereafter visit that 

country, as much a stranger as I was to it, it is fit that I 
should not omit it; and I hereby apprize all my chair-_ 

travelling readers of my intention, that they may leap over 

my table of coins if they choose so to do. 

SILVER COINS. 
A doyt. Worth about half a farthing. 
A stiver. About a penny at par. Twelve stivers are ge­

nerally, but not in every part of Holland, considered 

equal to a shilling. This coin resembles a silver 
penny. 
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Dubbeltje, Or two stiver piece. This coin is very comc­

nient small change. 

A quarter guilder, or five stiver p,ece. This coin, I am 

told, is very rare; I met with nOlle of it. 

A zestbalven, or five stivers and four doyts. This is • 

piece of b""" metal, and equal to an English six­

pence j it is very convenient for an English traveller, 
on account of its precise value being known. 

Schellingen, of various kinds, the size of which determjncl'l 

the value, unless they are stamped. 

Six and a half stiver piece. A silver p,iece, little large. 

than l' sixpence, and t.be eighth part of a riot-doHar. 

Eight stiver piece. A larger. but thinner piece than a 

schellingen, not much in circulation. 

Tell stiver piece. Worth haifa gllilder, very scarce. 

Twelve and a half stiver piece. Not much in use. 

Thirteen stiver piece. A Zealand coin, and much in cir-

culation. 

A guilder .or florin , or twenty stiver piece. The legitimate 
coin of Hollanu , by which they calculate, and i. the 

best silver. 
Twenty-foye stiver piece; or half a rix-doU .... 

Twenty-oi" stiver piece. 
Twenty...,ight stiver pieoe. The{e are many oorts of tlli. , 

ill Hol\arld: ~ i. uiWll w receive live in a lot, each , 
of which i, equal bo se'Ven guilller8, 

H 



COIN!. 

Thirty stiver pleoe, or dollar. Of the value ?f half .& 
crown Englhh, and about that size. 

Thirty-one and a half stiver piece, or half a dUc;>.toon. 

They are rare. 

Forty stiver piece, or two guilder piece. . Not commoQ. 

Fifty sliv"r piece. The antient ,rix-dollar; I10t much in 

use .. 
Fifty-two stiver piece, or modern rix-doBar. Much in 

circulation-in. Amsterdam, and several other places, 

they will not pass for H~vre than 50 or 51 btivers. In 

Zealand they are worth 53. 

Sixty stiver piece, called a three guilder pie<;e.. Much 

in use. 

Sixty-three stiver piece, or ducatoon. Coined when the 
Spaniards were in the country .. 

GOLD COlNS. 

A ducat. A beautiful coin, of the purest fine gold. The 

Jews and the brokers generally ,deal in this coin, for 

w4ich they receive two or three stivers profit on 

each. It is thin, and remarkahly pleasant to the 

.touch; and as a proof of its purity, it will bear to_be 

frequently bent, without breaking. Upon almost 

~very part of the continent this coin bears a, p .... 

l1,lillm, and is current tbrollgbout Europe • 

.,\. double ducat is ten guilders ten .tiv ..... 
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Rider, fourteen guilders. 
Half'rider; ""ven guilders. These are current t1""ui\h 

U,e ptovinceo. 

I would recommend the traveller to cany witli him a 

sufficient number of guinea.. for hi, return to England, as 

thf"y are scarce and very dear; for twelve guineas I paid 

an exchange of 35-4 agio lO·i on 143, or· l:il. 4s. 6d. 

COINS. 
No alteration has taken pia"" 1II ti,e Iegeuds of the 

coins of I1oHand. Since the revolution there has beell 

a. copious silver coinage, but the florin has remained the 

same for morc than a century. The old calendar is ad ... 

hered to, with the slight altera~ions rendered n!'cessary by 

a cbange in the name and spirit of the go\'ernment. 

The practice of ,'a11s-gi\'il1g still continues in Holland. 

Previous to my going to dine with SOUle acquaintances 

wh.ich I made at Rotterdam, I was particularly remindt",1 
by a friend who kuew the habits of the couutry, not to 

forget to carry a few florins with me, as the servant who 

opened the door, upon my quitting the house, would ex­

pect eithee one or two of those pieces. This abominably 

meat) pr~tice CK.ieted in England in a higher degree, and 

still ~ontinWlS ill part ill the ~h"p~ of card money . 

Il2 



If I remember correctly, l"e are indebted to ·Mr. fUn.. 

way \be philanthropist, whose life is giy.,.. ill a ~ry. 

tertaining manner by his· pupil and protege, Mr. Pugh, 

for the abolition of giving -vails to servants; previous to 

which, a gentleman of moderate inc()me could scarcely af­

ford to dine with aa""pulent and fa..wonable friend. 

In hou"". of great resort in Holland, servants are in the 

habits of purchasing their places of their masters free of 

wagt>s, sulely for the douceurs which custom rigidly exacts 

from the visitor. At one table a friend of mine, a thought­

less Englishman, w .. reminded of · his having forgotten 

the usage, by baviDg,a 'quantity of ""up poured over hi. 
new coat by accidental design. 

In the streets I was much gratified by seeing the fruit 

aud vegetable sellers: the frujt was abundant, very fresb, 

and fine, and such as is usually to be found at tbe .ame 

season in England: the vegetables are remarkably ""00-

I<ot, and are submitted to tbe eye in the cleanest and 

most a.ttractive manner. The Dutch potatoes are 'smatl, 

and uncommollly good; I tbink .tbey are, if potI8ibie, au­

perior to those of Ireland. 

'rhe'jPI'P-.imitr of tit".""""".'" the casali! ....... the 
Dutch womeu to iooulge to the full extent of their wishes, 
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ill Krubbing and lI1Dpping their pM88geo and ,ooms, 

which they do from the rust to the Iaot blush of <lay; 

iDdeed, deanli...,.s in their hon ... i. carried to a painful 

exren, All the strong features of an English Saturday 

evening, viz. mop~, pails, scrubbing ... brusbes, dusters, 

fullers' earth, are in active use ~very hour of the 

day, in Holland; and a little hand-garden engine is in 

perpetual requisition, for wru,hing the outside of the win­

dows. 

But the aqua-terrene nymph. to whose hands the.e right 

useful instruments are committed, appear to be so boli­

citous of removing every feculent imprebSion of the foot 

in their white-tiled balls, of giving a brilliant poli.h to 

the bra" knockers, and of preserving the furniture of the 

rooms unsullied, that they frequently n<>glect to purify 

their own persons; the charm. of wbich are to be often 

leen miagled with, if not obscured by, the accretion. of 

Ioog neglect and i""ttentiol1, 

Some travdlers have ""tended similar r-m. to the 

higher classes oftbe female sex, but unque.tiollably "jth 

more IiJlIeen tbopl truth. 
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ladies (>f respectability, and found them to'1>e very neat In 
their persons, but my first remark too powerfully applies 

to the lower orders of the sex: tilt"}' have DO leisure to I&t-­

tent! to themselves: to them, with a little transposition 

of the sentiment, may be applied the facetious lines that 

thus described a once celebrated oppo~itioll financier, 

" It is ~d (bat his thoughts .have been !iO long di.rt-cted 

" To the nfltiMal debt that L.i~ OlWtI are negtl.."Cled,'· 

I remember at Amsterdam a servant \\ a" very angry Le-­

('au,,>c I would not suffer her to wa'Jh my \Jed-rooUl e\tery 

do) . It might be supposed that in a dilllal.<! which 

n1U~t be naturally very humid, the nati\~e,,, wOlrld prefer 

having dry rooms as long as po~sibJe, 

Upon some of the canal, I saw Rhine hoats of extraor­

dinary dimensions j they were princi}Jall.y laden with hard;' 
• 

ware, ,~nd their owners and families resided "holly on 

board, in a suite of cabin'i, generally raised upon the 

deck, which, ill point of cOIflTllOuious arrangelnent, of 

neatness and oomfort, cannot easily belsurpaned·oll'shdre. 

Upon th.e fure and aft part of the deck their ware is ex­

posed to sale, and below are prodigious depots. vi· the _e 
~ " \ . 

articl~; • These "essels are frequently .ix months in their . , 
v~"ge "'p,l\lld .do,vn '1b.e,IJlhiOtt, in OOIllfllqlieIiCe lOa tlleir 
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&tpPP~lg at those cities or tow,,". sjtuat~d on its hank,. 
where the owners are likely to have .a market for t\H'ir 

merch\ll\dize. 

The reader wi"M be surprised to hear that in sev('~al 

shops I saw many print... of our illll;,trious Nelson, ill 

wR~ch the ;>rti,t, in order to prevent the behulder from 

dou hting ~t lje ha<\ lost the sight of one eye in the 8Or­

,-icc of hh country. had the optie completely removed 

fr~ln its socket, aud left a large frightful hole, for the pur­

\,o~ of illustrating this part of his heroi" history. 

At all excellent fable d'/tote, a ~ the Aiareschal de Turenne, 

I had the happiness of meeting several oPmy countrymen, 

who were returning to England after a long and most un­

just detention at Verdun; from them I learned that &p<cie 

was abundant in France, and that Napoleon scarcely ad­

mitted any paper to be in circulation; that the roads were 

no longer farmed, but by the aid of a small additional 

duty on salt, were put into the finest con<iitwl1, and tllat 

no toll whatever wa~ take!) in any part of the empire. , 
They said, that in point of restriction, they were not 

rigidly. t~atecll' b"t that there were no bounds to the rapa­
city'of those appoiated to look & them, particularly of 

the ''''' Ilarraa. 
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The collections of painting; in Rotterdam are nO.t I)Il­

merom, but very select: perhaps no people upon tbe face 

of the earth ever dbplayed a more inv~rate and immove­

able attachment to every thing of native growtb than the 

Dutch, except the Chinese, who consider improvement aJi 

penal innovation, and who confined a native in irons for 

life, because he ventured to make a boat upon a new con­

struction, by which it saillld faoter than any other. 

This immoveable adhesion to old custmllS in the Dutch, 

if. the more singular, as from. their cOIJllnercial character, 

they have been in constant illb'rcourbe with the natives of 

every quarter or the globe, the various produces of which 

they have brought into libeir own canals, but not for adop­

tion, imitation, or, generally speaking, for cou~umption, 

but 90Iely for profitable r.-sale. 

This spirit, or if you like to call it so; this 4nlOr patrUr, 

is strongly evioced in all their collectiolls of painting': in 

only one or two private cabinet. in Holland are to be 
found a"y produtti~ of the Italian and V-euetian scbools. 

The lillllst private ~lIet belong. to M. Vantie.rpals, 

". ~h awl. "'Ir.!' . ...pe,1ie',"'erch .... t ~ it. i. ptintip&!/f 
Jilled by the works of that delightful mltS~ ·'~ 
Berchem, and Linglebach ; of the former I .hall give a few 
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striking anecdotes when I reach Haerlem, the place of his 

nativity; of the latter I shall brielly speak ",hen I de­

icribe Frankfort on the Maine, where he was born. 

M. Vanderpot, another wealthy merchant, has also" 

very large and w,ll selected collection of the Dutch and 

Flemish paiuters. M. Lockh()rst, a gentleman of com­

mercial distinction, has also a. fine assortment of pictures 
of the same .choo!. 

The proprietors of these valuable productions are al­

ways ready with the greatest politeness to gratify strangers 

with the sight of them. Amongst other artists, Rotter­

dam has the honour of giving birth to the Chevalier Van­

derwerf, who was born in 1659, and received his first in­

structions from Picolet, a portrait painter; he afterwards 

studied under Eglon Vanderlleer, under whom he made a 

rapid improvement: he principally confined himself to 

historical subjects of a sm.ll size. The Elector Palatine 

coneeived a great fondness for him, from aCCidentally see­

ing some of his perfonnances in that style; this prince 

honored him with every mark of esteem and bc:>neficenct'. 

He conferred upon him the honor of knighthood, en-, 
nobled his d.,.c\\lldants, presented him with a chain of 

gold and a med.l, and his portrait set with diamonds of 

1 
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great value, aild allowed him a noble pension, besides 

paying bim mUllificently for his prodllctiong; and upon the 

wife of Vanderwerf presenting him with a picture drawn 

by her~cl f, their royal p::.tron presented her husband with 

!;ix thou"and 8orins, a~ld t he lady with a magnificent toilette 

of sill'(' r. What a model of munificence and liberal policy 

for prince.';! The pictures of this eminent master are very 

rare, and bear very high price •. He is principally celehrated 

for the roundness and relief of his figures; his defect lay in a. 

coldness of colouring. npon his pictures he labored with 

unsparing toil, which injured the spirit of hi. productions. 

His brother, Peter Vanderwerf, was born near Rotterdam 

in 1665, and was the pupil of his brother Adrian. His. 

prin~jpal subjects were portraits and conver5ation~, which 

entitled him to rank as a very able artist, and as a fur­
ther proof of it, a small pictnre of his sold, in 171!'l, for 

jive hundred and fifty guild""s; and anoUter, .. copy from 

one of hi. brother Adrian'S, for eight hundred guilders. I 

did not hear of any living painter at Rotterdam of very 

distinguished eminence, a circumstance somewhat singular ~ 

when it is considered how many fine artists, though in­
ferior to Vandenycrf, that oily has produced. 

The perfection to which the Dutch and Flemish scboobl 
arrived, prove. that great artists may be formed, without 


