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had enemies, and never troubled himself to confute them.
 They are sparks,” said he, “ which, if you do not blow,
“ will go out of themselves. The surest remedy against
<« scandal is to /Jive it down, by a perseverance in well
¢ doing ; and by praying to God that he would cure the
¢ distempered minds of those who traduce and injure us.”
e was never over-awed by the magnificence or presence
of grcat men, but boldly persisted in proceeding in what
he cousidered to be right, and left the consequence to
God. 1le was cnabled, with unexampled celerity and
acutencss, to penetrate into the tempers and characters of
persons at a glance of his eye. A friend, one day, who
had often admired his patience under great provocations,
asked him, if he ever knew what it was to be angry ? to
which Boerhaave replicd with the most perfect frankness,
¢ that he was naturally quick of resentment; but, that
* by prayer and meditation, he had obtained complete
¢« mastery over his passions; this he attributed, as he
¢ did every good thought, and every laudable action, to
¢ his God.”

About the middle of the year 1737, he felt the first ap-
proaches of that indisposition which was destined to bring
him to his grave, viz. a disorder in his breast, which was
occasionally very painful, often threatened him with im-
mediate suffocation, and finally. terminated in an universal
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dropsy : during all the anguish which he suffered, his
placid temper and firmness of mind never forsook him ;
he attended at once to the ordinary duties of life as if in
full health, and prepared for that death which his skill and
experience enabled him to know w# not very distant.

About three weeks before his dissolution, when the Rev.
Mr. Schultens, one of the most learned and exemplary
divines of his age, attended him at his country house, the
Doctor desired his prayers, and afterwards entered into a
sublime discourse with him on the spiritual and immaterial
parts of the soul, which he illustrated with wonderful per-
spicuity, by a description of the effects which the infirmi-
ties of his body had upon his faculties, which, however,
they did not so oppress, or vanquish, but his soul was
always master of itself, and always resigned to the plea-
sure of its maker, and then added, ¢ He who loves God
“ ought to think nothing desirable but what is most pleas-
* ing to the supreme goodness.” As death approached
nearer, he seemed to be more happy, amidst the increase
of corporeal torments, and at length, on the 23d Septem-
Ber, 1738, he sunk under them in his 70th year. His
funeral oration was spoken in latin before the university
of Leyden, to a crowded audience, by his friend Mr.
Schultens, amidst tears of genuihe regret and sympathy.
The city of Leyden has raised a monument in the church.
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of St. Peter, to the sanative genius of Boerhaave-—* Sa-
* lutifero Boerhaavii genio sacrum.” Tt consists of an urn
upon a pedestal of black marble, with a group represent-
ing the four ages of life, and the two sciences in which
Boerhaave excelled. The capital of this basis is decorated
with a drapery of white marble, in which the artist has
shewn the different emblems of disorders, and their reme-
dies.  Upon the pedestal is the medallion of Boerhaave ;
at the extremity of the frame, a ribband displays the fa-
vorite motto of this learncd man, ** Simplex vigilum veri.”
Professor Allamand had destined a very fine piece of red
jasper to be employed in this medallion, but on account
of the great expence of cutting the stone his design was
abandoned. His pictures represent him as above the mid-
dle size, well proportioned, and of a strong constitution :
when age had silvered over his hair, his countenance was
said to have been extremely venerable and expressive, and
to have much resembled the head of Socrates, but with
features more softened and engaging. He was an eloquent
orator, and declaimed with great dignity and grace. He
taught very methodically, and with great precision, but
always so captivated his auditors, that they regretted the
close of his discourses, which he often enlivened with a
sprightly turn of raillery ; but it was ever refined, ingeni-
ous, and incapable of offending. He used to say, ‘¢ that
+¢ Jecent mirth was the salt of life.” In the practice of
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medicine he gave a decided preference to grecn over dried
herbs, thinking that there was more virtue in herhs when
they had their juices, than when decayed and withered.
He was a great admirer of simples, and consequentiy was
not a great patron of the apothecaries. When health
would permit he regularly rode on horseback ; when his
strength began to fail him he walked, and upon his return
home, music, of which he was passionately fond, glad-
dened the hours of relaxation, and enabled him to return
to his labours with redoubled alacrity. Dr. Johnson has
written the following beautiful eulogium on this great
man : ‘“ A man formed by nature for great designs, and
¢« auided by religion in the exertion of his abilities: de-
¢ termined to lose none of his hours, when he had at-
“ tained one science, he attempted another: he added
¢ physic to divinity ; chemistry to the mathematics, and
“ anatomy to botany. He recommended truth by his
¢ elegance, and embellished the philosopher with polite
“¢ literature : yet his knowledge, however uncommon,
¢ holds in his character but a second place ; for his virtue
¢¢ was more uncommon than his learning. He ascribed all
«¢ his abilities to the bounty, and all his goodness to the
« grace of his God. May those who study his writings
¢ imitate his life! and those who endeavour after his
¢ knowledge, aspire likewise to his piety.”
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THE botanic garden is not very large; in the
time of Boerhaave it must have been small indeed, as its
history represcnts it to have been considerably enlarged
since that period: in the frontispiece of his Index Horti
L. Bat. 1710, it is represented to be a petty square piece
of ground. It now occupies about four acres, and is in
excellent order : the trees and plants are marked accord-
ing to the Linnzan system ; but it is infinitely inferior in
value and arrangement to the botanic gardens of Upsala
and of the Dublin Society. Amongst the plants, I ap-
proached with the reverence due to it, the venerable re-
mains of vegetable antiquity, in the shape of a palm, which
stands in a tub in the open air, supported by a thin frame
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of iron work ; it is about fourteen feet high, and was raised
from seed by the celebrated Carolus Clusius, who died
professor at Leyden in 1609 : the professor who attended
me, presented me with a bit of its bark, as a little relic.
This tree and the pot in whiclr it grows, are also figured
in the frontispiece of Boerhaave’s Index before mentioned:
it there appears to have been about half as high as at
present, and is said to be the palm mentioned by Linnaus
in his Pralectiones in Ordines Naturales Plantarum, p. 27,
published by Giseke in 1792, at Hamburgh, which Lins
nzus suspected to be a chamarops, but which, as the in-
genious Dr, Smith observes, his editor rightly refers to
the rhapis flabelli formis, Ait. Hort. Kew, v. iii. p. 473.
It eomes from China and Japan: there is a tree of this
kind, and about as large, in the botanic garden at Paris,
and another at Pisa. In this garden is also the ginkgo of
the Chinese, a standard twenty feet high ; Strelitzia re-
gine, Ait. Hort. Kew, v. i. p. 285, tab. 2, which has ne-
ver yet flowered in any garden out of England; the olea
laurifolia, a new species according to Mr. Van Royen;
Royena lucida in flower, as large as a moderate hawthorn
tree, and thought to be very handsome ; and a singular
plant from the Cape, supposed to be an echites, with a
large tuberous root raised high above the surface of the
ground, two or three weak stems a foot high, and large
pD2
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dark brown flowers. In the university library is Rauwolf’s
Herbarium, which is very magnificent, and the plants well
preserved ; also Boccone’s Herbarium of the plants des-
scribed in his Fasciculus Plantarum, published by Mori-
son at Oxford, in 1674 ; fhese specimens are very poor :
Herman’s Collection of Ceylon Plants is also here, which
are a part of the celebrated Herbarium, the rest of which
is at Copenhagen; also a volume of West India plants,
belonging to Herman, which are very scarce in Holland,
and a fine collection of mathematical instruments ; amongst
other things, a most pure and brilliant prism of Brazil
pebble, and a two-inch cube of Iceland refracting spar,
perfectly clear and free from blemish.

In a very long apartment in the gallery there are some
busts and statues in tolerable preservation, but of no great
value ; the best are busts of Nero and Agrippina, Servi-
lius and a Bacchus: they were presented to the university
by a citizen of the town. I was shewn into a small room
containing some stuffed birds and beasts, which were in
very poor condition. The theatre of anatomy is very
near the botanic garden; in it is a valuable collection of
anatomical and pathological subjects. This hall is well
worthy the notice of the traveller, as well for its valuable
«contents, as for having furnished Europe with some of its
best physicians. This librasy is.celebrated throughout En-
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rope, for the many valuable specimens of oriental litera-
ture with which it abounds, exclusive of the books before
mentioned. Golius, upon his return from the East, and
who afterwards filled with great reputation the Arabic
professorship of the university, has enriched this valuable
depositary of learning with many Arabic, Turkish, Chal-
dean, and Persian manuscripts. I have before mentioned
that Joseph Scaliger bequcathed his valuable collection
of Hebrew books ta it. The precious manuscripts con-
tained here are said to exceed eight thousand. Since
the last war commenced, no addition of English publica-
tions has been made to this library, which contains the
Transactions of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies of
London, and the Ilistories of Gibbon, Robertson, and
Hume. To sufferan inimical disposition between two coun-
tries to erect a barrier between intellectual communication is
giving additional barbarism to the ferocity of war. To the
honor of England and France, they have never permitted
those melancholy conflicts which have so long, and so fatally
inflamed the one against the other, to check the free and
liberal interchange of philosophical discovery and literary
investigation. Whilst the respective govermments have
been engaged in reciprocal schemes of vengeance, the
learned societies of both countries have communed with

each other in the language of peace and liberality.
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The king of Spain has presented this library with some
magnificent folios, descriptive of the antiquities of Hercu«
laneum. The books are principally bound in fine white
parchment, and are gilded and decorated with consider~
able taste and splendor. There are in this room several
excellent portraits of eminent men who have belonged to
the university, or who have been benefactors to it: the
head of that elegant and voluptuous poet Johannes Se-
cundus, who died at the age of twenty-five, distinguish-
able for its dark penetrating cyes, a dust complection,
and black hair and beard, is very fine. There are also
very interésting portraits of Janus Douse, who during the
siege of Leyden exhibited the most adinirable heroism, by
which he acquired the applause of the Prince of Orange
and the government of the town: this hero shone in
letters as well as arms; also of Erasmus at different
stages of his life; of Hugo Donellus, painted after
death, in which all the appearances of mortality are finely
imitated with ghastly precision ; also of Daniel Heinsius,
and a miniature of Sir Thomas More by Hans Holbein.
There are also several medallion likenesses of distinguished
Englishmen carved in ivory, such as Milton, Marvel, Lud-
low, Wickliffe, Harrington, &c. &c. executed by an English
refugee, who took shelter in Holland after the overthrow
of the Duke of Monmouth’s rebellion, There is a mu-
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seum of natural history, principally collected by Professor
Allemand, containing some fine ores, corals, and pg_bblcs,
and also some rare quadrupeds and amphibia: also a
young ostrich in the egg; the nautilus with the ani-
mal in it, and some papilios. In the anatomical theatre
are the valuable preparations of Albinus, amongst them
are specimens of the progress of. ossification in the feetus.
This university has also to boast of the works of Mr.
Pestel, professor of jurisprudence, for his admirable work,
entitled Fundamenta Jurisprudentiz Naturalis. The con-
stitutional reﬂulatlons of this university are conceived in a
noble spirit of liberality. No offensive obligations, no re-
ligious tests, no repulsive oaths, are imposed, no insidious
attempts at proselytism are exercised. Youths of every
religious persuasion mingle together in perfect harmony ;
like brothers they aggregate to study, and not to quarrel
about modes of faith. Whatever may be the rank of the
student, or from whatever country he may come, he
speedily adopts the decent, gentle, and frugal manners and
habits of the inhabitants. The long war and revolution
in this country have naturally withdrawn a great num-
ber of young men of rank and fortune from this seminary,
and prevented others from entering it. The students do
not now exceed two hundred. A considerable number of
English students, in a period of peace, used to flock to
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this illustrious academy, which, as well as the beauty,
tranquillity, cleanliness, and salubrity of the city in
which it stands, and the cheapness and perfect freedom
of living, and the charms of the surrounding country,
holds out the strongest attractions to the recluse and
studious. 'The examinations for academical honors are
more severe than even,for those of Trinity College
Dublin.

Amongst other circumstances which have concurred to
erown Leyden with celebrity, I must not omit to relate that
its neighbourhood gave birth to Rembrandt in 1606. His
real name was Gerretz, but he is known by the name of Van
Ryn, an appellation given to him from the place where he
spent the youthful part of his life, on the borders of the
Rhine. This illustrious artist is one amongst the many in-
stances which might be produced, of the effect of accidental
circumstances in early life determining the character and
formation of genius; he derived his peculiarity of shade
from the circumstance of his father’s mill receiving light
from ah aperture at the top, which, and not his studying
under Jacob Pinas, gradually led him to use that breadth
of shade for which he was so eminently distinguished.
At a very early period he exhibited strong proofs of genius
for painting, and by his productions astonished his master
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Jacques Yan Zwanenburg, in whose school he continued
three years. His father’s mill, and the circumjacent coun-
try, first attracted his attention, which, with the hecavy
living objects with whom he associated, so completely
possessed his mind, that he seldom selccted any others
which werc beautiful or graceful. When very young,
one of his friends prevailed upon him to go to Amster-
dam, and offer one of his pictures for sale, which he did,
and sold it to a very able judge of genius in his line for
one hundred florins. Ile went on foot with the treasure
under his arm, but returned in a carriage.  This
trifling circumstance induced him to settle in that city.,
where he soon became solicited by persons of the first
distinction for his works. 1llere, from the number of pu-
pils who flocked to him, and the great demand for his
paiutings, wealth poured in upon bim copiously. For in-
structing each of his pupils he reccived one hundred florins
per annum, but becoming avaricious as e became wealthy.
he sold a great number of copies made by them for his
own pictures, in which he deceived the purchaser by re-
touching several parts. 'I'he swindling tricks and strata-
gems by which this great artist used to raise money, threw
a -deeper breadth of shade than his pencil ever cast upon
his canvass, over the brightcr parts of his genius. It is
related that one of his pupils, well knowing his rapacious
disposition, painted a number of coins upon some cards

EE
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which le laid upon his master’s table when he was fromr
home ; on his rcturn, he ran eagerly to seize them, and
rceovered the vexation of his disappointment, ounly by
admiring the dexterity of the deception.

Rembrandt wasa great humourist. One day when he was.
painting a large family picture, and one of the subjects was
actually sitting to him, his servant informed him of the death.
of his favourite monkey, which he felt so sensibly, aud
whimsically, that he immediately ordered the dead. body
to be brought in, and drew it as one of the group, which
he would not expunge, although the family refised to
pay for the picture before it was effaced.  His finest
historical pictures are those of Adhasuerus, Esther and
Haman; the woman taken in adultery; and St. John
preaching in the wilderness, which are said to be touched
with inexpressible fire and spirit. 'LChe inagination of
this great artist was lively and active, and his inven-
tion very fertile: he had a large collection of old drape-
ries, armour, weapons, and turbans, which he used sport-
ively to call his antiques ; these he preferred to any of the
works of the Grecian artists. e had also a great number
of the finest Malian prints, drawings, and designs, many of
them taken from the antiques, which afforded him. grati-
fication, but do not appear to have ameliorated his taste.
His portraits are excellent, and resemble life as near to



CRITICISM ON BREMBRANDT. 211

perfection as possible, but his airs and attitudes are defec-
tive of grace and dignity. Many of his heads display
such minute exactness, that even the hairs of the beard,
and the wrinkles of old age, are given with the most ex~
quisite fidelity.” The portrait appears to breathe upon
the canvass. It is a curious circumstance that his lights
were producetd by a colour unusually thick, more resem-
bling modecling, than painting, but every tint was so judi-
ciously placed, that it remained on the canvass in full
freshness, beauty, and lustre. The etchings of Rembrandt
are greatly admired, and are regarded as prime treasures
in the cabinets of the curious in most parts of Europe:
these productions rival his paintings, every stroke of the
araver exhibits expression and life: his genuine works
are rarely to be met with, but whenever they are presented
for sale, they produce incredible prices. In the splendid
collcction of Mr. Desenfans, are some exquisite produc-
tions of this and other I'lemish masters ; this collection is,
apon the whole, the best in England, and is exhibited
to persons of respectability, without cost, by its liberal
POSSEsSOT.

Amongst the curiosities of Leyden, I did not take the
trouble of seeing the shopboard of the celebrated John of
Leyden, a character distinguishable for its ambition, enter-
prize, and ferocity : those who have furnished us with

EEe?2
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an account of this aspiring monster, relate that his name
was Bucold ; that from being the son of a tailor, and
brought up to his father’s trade, he resolved upon becom-~
ing a king; that accerdingly he first tasted of royalty ou
the board of a strolling company of eomedians in the cha«
racter of a prince, which affording him much gratifica-
tion, he connccted himself with a baker of Amsterdam, 2
fanatic, who called himself God’s vicegerent upon the
carth, and declared that he was sent to illuminate the
world. 'T'his fellow, previous. to his becomiug the asso-
ciate of John of Leyden, assumed the name of Thomas
Munster, and impregnated a number of Germans with his
religious phrenzy, which aimed at the demolition of the
doctrine of Luther : this fanatic faction spread with in-
credible celerity, until the Elector of Saxony, the Land-
grave of Hesse, and the Duke of Brunswick, resolved
upon drawing the sword against these furious zealots.
The prophet Munster was taken prisoner and lost his
head ; but soon after, as if inspirited by this blow, John of
Leyden took Munster at the head of a troop of sanguinary
bigots, and ordered himself to be proclaimed king. After
this ceremony was performed he committed the most
horrible outrages: in the name of God, he battered
down all the churches, and changed the religion of the
country ; he recommended polygamy, and kept a seraglio
of sixteen wives, one of whom endeavoured to assas-
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sinate the Bishop of Waldeck, who fortunately seized
the poignard from her hand, and plunged it into her
own bosom ; and another, John himself put to death for
Liesitation in complying with his wishes. When he ap-
peared in the streets of Munster, he wore a crown upon
his head, carried a sword in one hand, and the New Testa-
ment in the other, and was preceded on horseback by a
group of dancing boys, whilst the sides werc by his man-
dates, crowded with the prostrate terrified citizens, who
were punished with instant death if they stood, or remain-
ed covered in his presence. The reign of this petty tyrant
was brief: the Bishop of Munster besieged the town,
which suffered nearly the same horrors which I have de-
scribed to have occurred at Leyden, when the Spaniards
sat down before it; the living fed upon the dead, and a
look that intimated a wish to surrender was punished with
mnstant death. The miseries which surrounded him,
served only to inflame the fanatical spirit of the monster;
at last, however, the town was taken by surprize, and
John and the ministers of his bloody ambition were con-
ducted before the victorious prelate, to whom, after being
charged with the enormities which he had committed, he
is said to bave replied, with the craft of a coward, in
the following manner: < The possession of my person has
“ cost you much money and much blood, my death will
“ be  lass to you, my life may become a source of profit
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¢ to you, puf me in an iron cage, set a price upon the ex-
¢ hibition of me, and send me through Europe, thus will
¢ you in the end be the gainer by me.”  The bishop saw
through his object which was the dastard preservation of his
forfeited life, and accordingly ordered him to be put to
death with a refinement of cruclty, at the relation of which
human nature sickens, abhorred as the victim was. Two
executioners tore lhis flesh slowly asunder with red hot
pincers, and after the mitred conqueror and his followers
had glutted their eyes with bis writhings, and their ears
with his screams, a javelin pierced his heart, and his man-
gled body was thrown into a cage, and exposed to the
birds of the air from the steeple of St. Lambert’s church
It has been observed by some travellers, that the Dutch
are much given to a tremulous motion of the head. I saw
no instance of this national trait except, where I expected
to find it, among old and paralytic persons. The practice
of bowing is not confined to the Dutchman, though ad-
duced against him as a sort of blemish by every English-
man who extends his rambles no farther than Holland :
throughout Germany the same courtesy is displayed,
and even among the common Russian boors the prac-
tice of exchanging bows is quite common.

I was not much gratitied with the church of St. Peter,
the principal one in this city; atis a large ponderous'
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building, in the worst style of gothic architecture. In this
structure the English and Russian soldiers were confined
when taken prisoners at Alkmaar. The poor Russians,
who expected no quarter, looked upon the brass chande~
liers which are suspended in the body of the church, as the
instruments of execution, to each of which they thought
of being fastened by the neck. The Russians, in their first
campaigns with the French, entertained the same appre-
hensron, and were most agreeably astonished on one occa-
sion, which presented a memorable display of French sa-
cacity, to find that, instead of being shot or guillotined,
they were presented with new cloathing of the Russian
wniform, and offered their liberty.
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IN the streets of Leyden are several very hand-
some booksellers’ shops, particularly Murray’s in the
Braadstraat, where there are many valuable publications,
and particularly a fine collection of the classics, which are
sold at very reasonable prices. The press of Leyden, in
the time of the Elzevirs, presented some of the most ele-~
gant specimens of typography, in the many correct and
beautiful editions which they have given of the most re-
nowned authors of antiquity. In beauty, variety, and
profusion, the Leyden press rivalled, and in many instances
surpassed, that of the Hague and Amsterdam ; but since
the period of the above bibliopolists, it has gradually de-
cayed. It may be easily imagined, that with the change
which has taken place in the political relations of Holland,
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that the liberty of the press is not what it used to be at
Leyden, which was once celebrated for its Gazette, a rival
in reputation of that of Brussels: the former was dis-
tinguished for its partiality to the Stadtholder, and his
well known attachments to the English cabinet ; and the
latter for supporting the true interests of the country.
The editors and proprietors of the Leyden Gazette fled
with precipitation, on the irruption of the French into
Holland ; and the paper which is now issued from Ley-
den, is of course the organ of the new government, and
but little enlivencd with political discussion.

The staple trade of Leyden, the woollen manufactory,
has suffered very scverely from the establishinent of exten-
sive looms in various parts of Germany, from the Jast and
present war with England, and from the superiority of the
manufactures of Yorkshire, which are in such high esti-
mation in America and Asia, that Dutch merchants trad-
ing to those countries, found it more advantageous to
send out English cloths. The coarse cloths of 1olland
had formerly a brisk market amongst the East and West
India Companies : but from the above cause thousands of
manufacturers have been obliged to renounce their loowms,
and divert their skill and industry to other sources of sup-
port ; and in all buman probability the woollen mannfac-
tures of Leyden will never revive.

KK
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Before I quit this celebrated city, 1 cannot help men-
tioning that, in addition to the illustrious artists before-
mentioned, it gave birth to Gerard Douw, who was born
here in 1613, and entered at the early age of fifteen into
the school of Rembrandt, with whomn he continued three
years, and from whom he obtained the true principles of
colouring : his pictures are generally small, and remark-
able for their wonderful brilliancy, delicacy, transparency,
and exquisite high finishing. Sandrart relates a curious
anecdote of the laborivus assiduity which he displayed.
Being with Bamboccio in the painting-room of Gerard
Douw, they were enraptured with the wonderful minute-
ness of a picture which Douw was then painting, and were
particularly struck with the finishing of a broom, and
could not refrain expressing their surprize at the amazing
neatness displayed in so minute an object ; upon which
Douw informed them that he should spend three more
days upon that very broom before he could complete it to-
his satisfaction. The same author also relates, that ina
family picture of a Mrs. Spiering, Douw occupied five days
in finishing one of the hands that leaned over an arm-
chair. This disposition to elaborate execution, in which
he far surpassed every other Flemish master, so alarmed
a great number of persons, that they had not patience to
sit to him, and hence he chiefly applied his fine powers in
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works of fancy, in which he could introduce objects of
still-life, and gratify his inclination in the choice of his
time. A noble instance is related of the liberality of his
great patron, Mr. Spiering, the husband of the lady above-
mentioned, resident of the king of Sweden at the Hague,
namely, that he allowed him a thousand guilders a year,
with no other stipulation than that Douw should give his
benefactor the preference of purchasingy every picture he
painted, for which he always paid him to the full extent of
his demand. He lived to a great age, but his sight was so
affected by the minuteness of his performances, that at the
age of thirty he was obliged to use spectacles. The finest
picture from his hands considerably exceeded his usual
size, being three feet high by two feet six inches broad
within the frame: this matchless piece of art represents
two rooms ; in the first there appears a very curious piece
of tapestry, forming the separation of the apartments, in
which there is a very pretty figure of a woman with a child
at her breast; at her side is a cradle, and a table covered
with tapestry, on which is placed a gilt lamp and some
pieces of still-life ; in the second apartment is a surgeon’s
shop, with a countryman undergoing an operation, and 2
woman standing by him with several utensils : the folding-
doors show on one side a study, and 2 man making a pen
by candlelight, and on the other side, a‘school with boys
FF2
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writing, and sitting at different tables, which parts are
lighted in a most charming and astonishing mmanner, so
that every feature and character of countenance is dis-
tinctly, and most intelligibly delineated. Incredible sums
bave been given, and still continue to be given for the
works of this master, in his own country, and in every
polite part of Europe where they are to be found. Some
of his best works age now in the royal gallery at Dresden.

I must not omit that comical, dissipated humourist and
happy artist, Jan Steen, who was born here in 1636, whose
wit and drollery were only surpassed by his wonderful
powers in painting, in which such was his astonishing
faculty, that he seemed to be more inspired than in-
structed, for he kept an alehouse for a considerable time,
from the cellars of which he drew more for himself than
for his customers, and having exhausted his barrels, he re-
plenished them by the product of hisart, to which he never
devoted himself but upon such occasions, and generally
discharged the bills of the brewers and wine merchants
with pictuses. Although he might have lived in great af-
fluence by his masterly pencil, he was frequently reduced
to the most deplorable penury by indolence and.dissipa-
tion ; his faces alone completely indicated the rank and
condition of the person depicted. Great prices are now
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given for the works of this artist, though they sold for
small sums in his life time, on account of his being
obliged to sell upon the pressure of necessity. A.charac-
teristic anecdote is related of this singular artist. In a
picture of the crucifixion, having introduced a numerous
group of figures, consisting of monks, old women, and
dogs, at the foot of the cross, he was asked to explain the
reason of such an assemblage ; to which-he replied, ¢ the
¢ clergy and the old women are always the most eager
““in their enquiries, when any thing curious occurs.”
Some years since, another instance of his eccentric
turn of mind was sold for a considerable sum at Amster-
dam, viz. a painting of the deluge, which he had deli-
neated by introducing a large Dutch cheese, with the
word Leyden inscribed upon it, floating in the centre of
a sheet of water, which, he said, would incontestably
prove that all the world was drowned. The name of
Jan Steen naturally introduces that of his great friend
Francis Mieris, who was born here in 1635, and was a
pupil of Gerard Douw, who, from the rapid progress he
made in his studies, used to call him the Prince of his Dis-
ciples : in rich transparency, an unusual sweetness of co-
louring, and an elaborate but delicate touch, he nearly
approached his illustrious master. Mieris was generally
paid a ducat an hour for his works, and the grand Duke
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of Tuscany paid him no less than a thousand rix dollars
for one picture. Unfortunately for this artist, he con-
ceived an uncommon friendship for the drunken, droll
Jan Steen, which frequently involved him in inconve-
nience, and disgrace. An anecdote is rclated of Mieris,
in consequence of this association, which in its result did
much honor to his feelings; being accustomed to pass
whole nights with his friend in the most joyous manner at
a tavern, he was returning home wvery late one evening
from his company, when he fell into a common sewer,
which had becn left open in order to cleansc it, where
he must have perished, had not a cobler and his wife,
who were in a neighbouring stall, heard his cries, and
instantly ran to his relief ; having extricated him, although
they were total strangers to him, they took care of him
for the night, and treated himn with all the kindness in their
power: the next morning their guest returned to his
lodgings, strongly impressed with the humanity and hos-
pitahity of his new friends, whom he resolved to reward in
a manner worthy of their conduct ; and accordingly hav-
ing painted a picture in his best manner, he returned to
his preservers and presented them with it, telling them
it was the production of a person whose life they had
preserved, and directed them to go and offer it to his
friend and patron Cornelius Plaats, who would give the
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full value for it. The woman, unacquainted with the
real value of the present, expected only a moderate gra~
tuity for the picture, and was overwhelmed with surprize
when the liberal purchaser paid her cight hundred florins
for it. The grand Duke of Tuscany offered three thousand
florins for a picture of Mieris, representing a lady fainting,
and a physician relieving her. Francis Mieris left two
sons and a grandson, all of whom were distinguished artists.
John Van Goyen the father-in-law of Jan Steen, was
also an artist of great celebrity : hec painted a great number
of pictures, and his execution was marvellously rapid, of
which the following curious anecdote is recorded as a
memorable instance:  Hoogstraten relates that Van
Goyen, Knipbergen, and Parcelles, had agrced cach to
paint a picture in onc day, in the presence of several
other artists, their friends, to whose judgment was left
the disposal of a considerable sum of money, subscribed
for that purpose by the contending artists, to be be-
stowed upon the person who produced the best picture
within that period. Assoon as Van Goyen took the pen-
¢il, without making any previous sketch, he first laid on
the light colour of the sky, then he rubbed on several
different shades of brown, next masses of light on
the fore-ground in several spots; out of this chaos, he
produced trees, buildings, water, distant hills, vessels
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lying before a sea-port, and boats filled with figures, with
almost magical celerity, and exquisite spirit, and finished
the whole within the limited time, to the astonishment of
the beholders. Knipbergen proceeded with his work
in quite a different manner, for instead of beginning to
colour his canvass he sketched on his palette; the design
he had formed in his imagination, and took much pains to
give it all imaginable correctness, every rock, tree, water-
fall, and other object, was disposed in the manner it was
intended to be finished in the painting, and he attempted
nothing more than to transfer the skctch upon the can-
vass : this picture was also finished in the time, and was
allowed by the observers to possess much merit. The
method observed by Parcelles differed from both, for
when he took up his palette and pencils, he sat a long
time in deep meditation upon his subject, and having
arranged his thought, he executed within the time also,
a sea-piecc, admirably designed and delicately finished,
The jundges were unanimous in deciding for Parcelles,
observing, that though the pictures of Van Goyen and
Knipbergen were full of spirit, taste, and good colouring,
yet in the picture by Parcelles there was equal merit as
well in the handling as the colouring, and more truth, as
being the result of great thought and judicious pre-
meditation. William Vandervelde, the celebrated marine
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painter, was also born here in 1610: the love of his art
induced him to remnove with his family to England, on
account of the superior elegance in the construction of
British slups; and he was successively patronized by
King Charles I1. and King James II. Such was his en-
thusiasm, that, in order to wmite fidelity with grandeur
and elegance in his compositions. he would boldly advance
in a small light vessel into the very heat of a maval en-
cagement, and make his sketches, in undaunted tranquil-
lity, whilst the balls were flying about him in all direc-
tions. Of this bold spirit he exhibited two very memorable
instances, before he came to England ; one was in the
severe battle between the Duke of York and Admiral Op-
dam, in which the Dutch admiral and 503 men were blown
up ; aud the other, in that great battle, which lasted three’
days, between Admiral Monck and Admiral de Ruyter,
during whbich engagements Vandervelde plied between the
fleets, so that he was enabled to represent every movement
of the ships, and every material circumstance of the ac-
tion, with astonishing minuteness and truth. There were
formerly seme good private collections of paintings in this
city, but the political storms of the country have dis-
persed them.

About z mile from Leyden there is a very valuable col-
GG
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lection by some of the most distinguished Dutch and Fle-
mish masters, belonging to Mr. Gevers, who has a noble
mansion, and grounds very tastefully disposed; and who
upon all occasions is happy to permit strangers to visit his
cabinet, and to show them every hospitality.

Near this city, in the village of Rhynsburg, the assem-
bly of a very singular and equally liberal religious associa-
t£m1 is held, the members of which are called after the
name of the place, Rhynsburgians: this meeting was
established by three peasants, who were brothers, of the
name of John, Adrian, and Gilbert Van Code, who to au
excellent and profitable acquaintance with farming, which
they followed, singularly united a profound knowledge of
languages, for which they were so celebrated, that Prince
Maurice, and Monsieur de Maurier, the then French em-
bassador, honoured them with several visits, and conversed
with them in Latin, GreekItalian, and French, in each of
which they astonished their visitors by their fluency and
pronunciation : another brother, William, filled the pro-
fessorship of the oriental languages in the univemity of
Leyden. In consequence of the churches being left with-~
out their pastors, on the expulsion of the remonstrant
clergy in the year 1619, the three first-mentioned brothers
determined to supply their places, and undertook to explain
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the Scriptures: they set an example of genuine christi-
anity which has been rarely displayed; and they taught
that every one had a right to worship God acco:ding to his
own form of faith, taking the Bitle for bis guide.. This
association meet every Saturday, {cr the purpose of di-
gesting the discourses of the ensuing Sunday, when, with
the sincerest humility, one of the fraternity distributes
the bread and wine. After the morning duties of the
Sabbath are passed, they reassemible in the evening to
return thanks to the Almighty for his favours, and at
the same time particularize the instances of his goodness.
On Monday morning they part to attend to their
different temporal concerns, and at their taking leave,
solemnly impress upon each other the sacred obligation,
and the blissful result of a perseverance in the pious
course which they have hitherto pursued. Such bene-
volent and exalted principles attract persons of various
persuasions to the meeting, who assist in its solemni-
ties, and partake in the pure spirit of its devotion. The
religion most followed previous to the revolution, was
the presbyterian and Calvinistical ; before the revolution,
none but presbyterians were admitted into any office or
post under government, except in the army. The re-
public, in its early stages, displayed its wisdom in making
the calvinistical persuasion predominant, for the country
G G2
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at that period was too poor to erect magnificent temples
of worship, and support a train of prelates in the splendor
bestowed upon them in other countries, which were more
rich, and had a population adequate to the cultivation
of the soil. It was of the highest consequence to Iolland
to encourage population, and they could not more effec-
tually do it, than by a policy equally generous and en-
lightened, which oftered an asylum to all foreigners perse-

cuted for their religion, and discouraged all monastic in-
stitutions.

As I was one day roving in this city, I was struck with
the appearance of a small board ornamented with a con-
siderable quantity of lace, with an inseription on it, fas-
tened to a house : upon enquiry, I found that the lady of
the mansion, where I saw it, had lately lain-in, and was then
much indisposed, and that it was the custom of the coun-
try to expose this board, which contained an account of
the state of the invalid’s health, for the satisfaction of her
enquiring friends, who were by this excellent plan informed
of her situation, without disturbing her by knocking at
the door, and by personal enquiries: the lace I found was
never displayed but.in lying-in Gases, but without it, this
sort of bulletin i8 frequently .used: in-other cases of indis-
pesition amongst persons of pensequence.
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It is a painful task not to be able to close my account of
this beautiful and celebrated city, without lamenting with
the reader the dreadful accident which befel it on the 12th
of January last, more terrible and destructive than all the
horrors of its siege, the intelligence of which was ecommu-
nicated to me very soon afterwards by a friend in Holland,
Just as I bad fairly written out thus far of my journal.
About one o’clock of that day, a vessel laden with forty
thousand pounds weight of gunpowder from Amsterdam,
destined for Delft, and then lying in the Rapenburg ca-
nal, by some means which can never now be known, took
fire and blew up with the explosion of a mighty volcano,
by which many hundreds of lives were lost, and a great
portion of the city destroyed. The king, on hearing of the
dreadful catastrophe was sensibly aftected, repaired to the
city, remained all the following night in the streets, and
was to be seen wherever his presence could animate the
survivors to stop the progress of the flames, to clear the
rubbish of fallen buildings, and drag from under the ruins
those who had been covered by them: the king offered
the palace in the wood to persons of respectability, whose
habitations had been overthrown by, the shock, until they
could secure homes to repair to; empo"emd the magis-
trates of this devoted city to make a general collection
throughout the - whole , kingdom, and ordered 100,000
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eight thousand pipes, some of which are thirty-eight
feet in length, and sixtecn inches in diameter, and has
sixty-four stops, four separations, two shakes, two coup-
lings, and twelve bellows ; like an elephant, that with his
proboscis can either pluck a violet or raise a tree by its
roots, the notes of this wonderful instrument can swell
from the softest to the sublimest sounds, from the warbling
of a distant bird to the awful tone of thunder, until the
massy building trembles in all its aisles.  On every Tues-
day and Thursday, a voluntary is played upon this organ
from twelve till one o’clock, when the doors of the ca-
thedral are thrown open. Many ycars since the immortal
1Iandel played upon this organ, when the organist, in
amazement, pronounced him to be an angel, or the devil.
Between two of the columns which support the organ,
therc is a noble emblematical alto-relievo, with three
ﬁ:gurcs as large as life, by Xavery, representing Gratitude,
assisted by Poetry and Music, making an offering to Piety,
and a Latin inscription purporting that the organ was
crected in 1738, at the town’s expence, the same having
been built by Christian Muller of this city. This is the
organ which .the good people of Rotterdam are endeavor-
ing to rival: the cathedral, like the other churches, is
crowded with square wooden menuments, painted with: the
arms of the deceased on a black ground, with the date of
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their death in gold letters, but no names: in the wall at
the east end of the church, a cannon ball is exhibited,
which was fired into it by the Spaniards in the 16th cen-
tury, during divine Service.

The walks round this city are very beautiful, and at a
short distance from it there is a noble wood, in which is a
fine walk of stately elms, nearly three miles long, abound-~
ing with beautiful scenery : this wood is a rival of that
which I have described at the Hague. In this delightful
place stands the mansion of Mr. Henry Hope, whose fa-
mily has been long known for its loyalty and immense
wealth: it is said to have cost fifty thousand pounds.
Upon the revolution taking place, this gentleman was
obliged to seek refuge in England, to the capital of which
he had previously transportcd in safety his magnificent
collection of paintings.

The villa, which is built of brick studcbed, is modern
and magnificent, and before the revolution was frequently
resorted to by the Prince of Orange and his family, who
were much attached to its opulent and liberal owner,
which he eminently merited, by having rendered them
many important services, particularly in 1788, when it was
unsafe for him to appear on the exchange of Amsterdam
without military protection. As the pictures were re-

HE
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moved, there was nothing in the internal part of the man~
sion worthy of notice.

Haarlem and its environs are more celebrated than any
other spot, for the beautiful flowers which it produces, the

soil being peculiarly propitieus to their production.
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NOT far from the church, the spot where stood
the house of Lawrence Coster, who lived in the middle of
the fifteenth century, the celebrated inventor of the art of
printing, is shewn ; formerly there was a statue over the
gate where he lived, with this inscription :

MEMORIE SACRUM
TYPOGRAPHIA,
ARS ARTIUM OPTIMA
CONSBERVATRIX,
HIC PRIMUM INVENTA
CIRCA ANNUM M CCCC XL.
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The first book he printed is kept in the town-house, in a
silver case wrapt up in silk, and is always shewn with
great caution, as a most precious relic of antiquity. The
glory of this transcendent discovery, which spread light
and civilization over the world, and formed a new epoch
in its history, was for a long time disputed betwe#n Haar-
lem, Mayence, and Strasburg : the latter, after a labori-
ous investigation, has renounced her pretensions, and the
general opinion seems to bestow the palm upon the first
eity. The manner in which Coster imbibed the first im-
pressions of this divine discovery, is said to have been
from his cutting the letters of his name on the bark of
a tree, and afterwards pressing a prece of paper upon
the characters, until they became legible upon it, which
mduced him to continue the experiment, by engraving
other letters upon wood. Those early principles were
soon diffused through France, with considerable improve-
wents, by the enterprizing ability of the Etiennes; by
the learned Manutius, a celebrated Venetian painter,
and the inventor of Italian characters through Italy ; and
through the Netherlands by Christopher Plantin, whose
printing-office at Antwerp was one of the principal orna-
ments of the town, and who was distinguished for his skill,
erudition, and prodigious wealth, created solely by ‘a sug~
cessful proseqution of his important business.



ANECDOTE OF FEMALE FORTITUDE. 287

Mayence contests the honor of the invention, but it is
generally believed that a servant of Coster, of the name of
Faustus, stole the types of his master on a Christmas-eve,
whilst he was attending his devotions at church, and fled
with his booty to Mayence. The portrait of Coster is to
ke seen in most of the booksellers” shaps at Haarlem, and
in other principal towns.

A memorable, but not an unusuel instance of affection,
and of female presence of mind, occurred in this city
many years since, at a spot which is still shewn with no
little degree of national pride, whereon an antient castle
stood, the lord of which was severely pressed by the
burghers of the town, who laid siege to it, on account of
his tyrannical conduct towards them : driven to the last
extremity, and when bis life was upon the point of paying
the forfeit of his crimes, his lady appeared on the ram-
parts, and offered to surrender, provided she might be
permitted to bring out as much of her most valuable’goods
as she could carry on her back ; which being complied with,
she brought her husband out upon her shoulders, preserved
him from the fury of the troops, and gave up to them
possession of the castle—thinking in the language of
Shakspeare,

“ If I depart from thee, I cannot live;
¢ And in thy sight to die, what were il else,
¢ But like a pleasant slumber in thy lap 2”
Henry IV. Part 2d. Act4..
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History informs us, that Haarlem presented a glorious
example of resistance to the Spanish yoke, so heroically
imitated two years afterwards at Leyden, which experien-
ced a better fortune than befel the wretched inbabitants
of the former city. Whilst the provinces were bravely
epposing their invaders, a long and memorable siege in
1573, which was carried on against Haarlem by Frederic
of Toledo, the son of the sanguinary Duke of Alva,
during which the female mmhalitants, like those of Ley-
den, assisted the garrison in their duties, underwent every
privation, faced every horror, and rushed to certain de-
struction in defence of the town, with an alacrity and for-
titude which have rendered them immortal in the annals
of their country. 'Those horoines, when the garrison re-
fused with indignation the conditions which were offered
them by the Spanish general, fought with unshaken cou-
rage by the side of the men, in their desperate sorties
against the besieging army, and in their fury put every
prisoter to death, whom they toek in these attacks. This
unjustifiable conduct, and the derision which from the
rammparts they expressed of the Roman Catholic wor-
ship, induced the Spaniards to retort with terrible ven-
geance. Ln censequence of @ correspoadence which the
besieged carried on with the Prince of Orange.by means of
carrier pigeons,. being discovered by the Spaniards, they
shot every pigeon which came within the reach of their
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musketry, which rendered the situation of thegarrison
hopeless, and they at length surrendered, on condition
that the lives of the soldiers and inhabitants should be
spared, to which Frederic Toledo consented, entered the
town at the head of his victorious tréops, and in cold
hlood butchered two thousdnd of those who had submitted
to his arms, and trusted to his honor.

Wherr it is considered, that at this period, the Spanish
monarchy was predominant in Europe, that its armies
were mighty,. its generals experienced, and its treasury
overflowing, the triumphant prowess which the Dutch
displayed in finally driving their powerful invaders back
to their own frontiers, will render the Dutch name illus-
trious as long as the record of history endures. The Dutch
ladies have rivalled in fame the most renowned heroines
of Greece and Rome. The Hollanders treasure up these
gallant exploits in their memories, they form the favorite
subjects of their songs, and the old and the young recite
with enthusiasm the great deeds. of their ancestors.

The Haarlem lake which I mentioned, presented a very
bleak and dismal sheet of water from the canal ; it is about
fourteen miles long, and about the same number broad,
is. said. not to be above six feet deep, and lies between
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Leyden, Amsterdam, and Haarlem : its waters are slimy,
and abound with eels, some of which are of a prodigious
size. This lake can have no charm but for a bleacher.
The fuel used here is Newcastle coals and turf.

Having described what is worthy of notice at Tlaarlem,
it would be indifference indeed to an art which I worship,
were] to quit this city without briefly adverting to some of the
principal distinguished artists which it had the honor of
giving birth to. The first in chronological order was
Philip Wouvermans, who was born at Haarlem in 1620,
whose sweetness of colouring, correctness of design,
beautiful choice of scenery, and perfect knowledge of
the chiaro-scuro, or as it has well been defined, of light
and black, have excited the admiration and applause of
posterity : the subjects which he was particularly partial
to were huntings, hawkings, encampments of armies, far-
riers' shops, and all those scenes that admitted of his in-
troducing horses, which he painted to great perfection.
Notwithstanding his transcendent merit, for a considerable
period he met with no encouragement, and encountered
many difficulties which greatly depressed his spirits, of
which the picture-merchants knew how to take évery
ungenerous advantage: at length he was relieved from
his -indigence :and dependance, by the bounty of his
confessor, who seeing his uncommon genuis, was resolved
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to the extent of his power, to extricate 1t trom the odious
shackles which encumbered it, and accordingly advanced
him six hundred guilders, by a judicions application of
which he emancipated himself "from his embarrassments :
he now doubled the price of his pictures, and was enabled
to give his daughter a marriage portion of twenty thou-
sand guilders. As soon as he was enabled to repay his
confessor, he sent the sum he had borrowed, accompanied
with a chef-d’eeuvre of his works, representing his holy
benefactor in the character of St. Hubert kneeling before
his horse. All connoisseurs agree that this picture is the
finest he ever painted. Wouvermans resided in the Baken-
essegragt, a short distance from the church. The de-
pression of mind which his early disappointments excited.
never quitted this great artist: a few hours before he
died, he ordered a box filled with his studies and designs
to be burned, saying, ‘ I was so long unrewarded for
“ my labours, that I wish to prevent my son from being
“ allured by these designs, to embrace so unpromising
‘“ and uncertain a profession as mine.”

The works of Wouvermans and Bamboccio were con-
tinually placed in competition by the best judges of art,
and the latter having painted a picture which was much
admired, John de Wilt prevailed upon Wouvermans to
pamt the same subject, which he executed in a brilliant

173
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manner : these pictures were soon afterwards exhibited
together to the public, and De Wilt, when the room
in which they were placed, was exccedingly crowded,
cxclaimed in a loud voice, ¢ all our counoisscurs scem to
« prefer the works of those painters who have studied at
¢« Rome; but behold how far the work of Wouvermans
¢« who never saw Rome, surpasses the production of him
¢ who resided thereseveral years.” This observation, which
was received with genecral approbation, and seemed te
receive the fiat of the company, so deeply aftected the de-

licate spirits of Bamboccio, that it largely contributed to
hurry him to his grave.

The justly celcbrated Nicholas Berglem, was born here
in 1624, and studied under his father, an inconsrderable
painter, whose name was Van ITaarlem, which Berghem
exchanged in the following whimsical mauner: whilst he
was a pupil of John Van Goyen, who was very fond of
him, his father was one day pursuing him in the street, to
give him correction for some peccadillo, when his master
seeing his father gaining upon him rapidly, cried out to
some of his other scholars, Berg-hem ! which signifies hide
him ; from which circumstance he obtained and kept that
name. The distinguishing characteristics of Berghem’s
pictures are’breadth, and just distribution of the lights, the
grandeur of his masses of light, and shadow, the natural
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attitudes of his figures, expressive of their several cha-
racters, the just gradation of his distances, the brilliancy,
harmony, and transparency of his colouring, the correct-
ness and true perspective of his design, and the elegance
of his composition, and his subjects however various, are
all cqually adinirable. This great man had the calamity
and the infatuation, to nrake an offer of his hand and heart
to the daughter of one of the masters under whom he
studied, when he left Van Goyen, of the name of
Willis, who proved to be one of the most clamorous and
sordid termagants that Holland, or perhaps any other
eountry ever produced; by the terror of her tongue, and
the fury of her manner, she forced him to slave at his
easel without intermission, from the break to the departure
of day, and frequently all night long, without permitting
him to have the disposal of a single guilder without her con-
sent : amidst this domestic broil, poor Berghem never lost
his temper, he sung, whilst she scolded, as if he thought

And do you tell me of a woman's tongue,
"That gives not half so grcat a blow to hear
As will a chesnut in a farmer's fire 2
Taming of the Shrew, Act I. Scene 3.

In this increasing state of internal broil, this artist pro-
duced some of the finest effusions of his pencil: he was
singularly curious in purchasing the finest prints and de-

112
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signs of the Italianmasters, to improve his own taste,
which after his death sold for a large sum of money : by
his indctatigabic industry, he produced an amazing num=
ber of pictures, which now are rarely to be purchased, and
then only for prodigious prices.

The last that I shall mention is Jacob Ruysdaal, whe
was born here in 1636, and was the bosom friend of Berg-
hem, who imparted to him much of the spirit which
adorns his own works. No pamnter ever possessed a
creater share of public admiration than Ruysdaal, a re-
putation which has remained unimpaired to this hour.
His works are distinguishable by a natural -and most de-
lightful tone of colour, by a free, light, firm, and spirited
pencil,and by a bappy choice of situation. He was fond of
introducing water into his paintings, and he was equally for-
tunate in representing the tumaltuous foam of the torrent,
as the pellucid transparency of the canal. Ruysdaal was cut
off at the age of forty-five. Since the removal of Mr. Hope’s
collection, there is no private cabinet of pictures in or
near Haarlem worthy the attention of the traveller. There
is, however, a cabinet of natural history, said to be the finest
in Holland, which was formed by Doctor Van Marum,
whose electrical experiments have ascertained that the
death of animals is coincident with the cessatiom of irri~
tability : this museum is well arranged accordingto the
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Linnean system. 1 hcard of nothing more to detain the
traveller at Haarlem. The canal from Haarlem: to Am-
sterdam is clear and spacious, and nearly straight for the
first four miles, at the lessening end of which the former
eity has a very agreeable appearance ; but I was surprised
to find so very few country-houses, and scarcely an object
that denoted our approach to the renowned capital of the
kingdom, and, as it has been aptly called, ¢ the great
“ warchouse of the world.”

About half-way we changed boats, and crossed the enor-
mous sluices which protect the country from inundation
in this part: we passed over the waters of the Haarlem
Meer and of the river Y, so called from its forn re=
sembling that letter, being a branch of the Zuyder Zee.
The only object worthy of notice ‘thus far was a large
stone building, called the Castle Zwanenburg, the resi-
dence of the directors of the dykes and water-works of
Rhynland. The cost of constructing and repairing the
sluices is paid out of the general taxes. The country
here is four or five fect below the level of the river Y,
which, however, is rendered perfeetly inmocuous by the
paassy and prodigious dams before mentioned, the eonstruc-
tion and preservation of which place the indefatigable enter=
prize and industry of the llollander in an eminent point
of wiew.
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I reached Amsterdam just after the gates had been closed,
but my commissaire and I were admitted upon paying
a few stivers. As soon as we had cntered, every object
denoted a vast, populous, and opulent city : every street,
and I passed through a great number before I reached my
hotel, was tolerably well lighted, but in this respect infi-
nitely inferior to London. At length, after traversing the
city about two miles and a half, I reached the principal
hotel, called Amsterdam Wappen, or the Arms of Am-
sterdam, which, in point of magunitude and accommodation,
may vie with the first hotels in our own metropolis. Here,
after an excellent supper of fish, which the Dutch dress
to admiration, and some porter, which was an excellent
unitation of that description of beverage for which Lon-
don is so justly renowned, I found a sopha bed prepared
for me, with curtains pendent from the centre, in the
French taste, which much prevails in the internal arrange-
ment of the houses of this great city.

In the morning I was awakened by the chines of some
of the churches, which in softness and sweetness resembled
the distant sounds of a harp. Although it was seven
o’clock, upon looking from the window, I heard the hum
and beheld the bustle of business which in other countries
characterise mid-day. DUnder the agreeable influence of a
brilliant, cloudless sky, I descended into the street, aud
mingled with the active, ant-like multitude, every member
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of which presented a physiognomy full of thought and
caleulation : gold, gold, seemed to be the only object :

That yeltow slave

‘Will kuit, and broak religions ; bless the accursed ;
Make the hoar leprosy adored ; place thicves,

And give them title, knee, and approbation,

With senafors on the bench.

Timon of Athens, Act IV. Scene 8.

The first circumstance that afforded novelty was, that
amidst all the bustle I seldom met with any carriages on
wheels to augment the noise of the scene. Upon enquiry
I found, that, by the police laws of Amsterdam, wheel-
carriages are limited to a certain number, which is very
inconsiderable compared with the size of the city, from an
apprehension that an uncontrouled use of them might ha-
zard the foundation of the houses, most of which are built
upon piles ; for nearly the whole of the ground on which
this vast city stands was formerly a morass. A carriage,
called by the Dutch a sley, and by the French a traineau,
or, on account ofits solemnity, un pot de chambre, is used
in their‘rlflédﬁ'l; it is the body of a coach fastened by ropes on
asledge, and drawn by one horse ; the driver walks by the
side of it, which he holds with one- hand to prevent its
falling over, and with the other the reins: nothing can be
more melancholy than this machine, which holds four per-
sens, moves at the rate of about three miles an hour, and
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seems more like the equipage of an hospital, than a vehicle
in which the observer would expect to find a merry face;
yet in this manner do the Dutch frequently pay visits and
take the air. It was in allusion to the forest foundation
of this wonderful place, that Erasmus sportively observed,
when he first visited it, that he had reached a city, the in-
habiants of which, like crows, lived upon the tops of
trees ; and another wit compared Amsterdam to Venice,

on account of both having wooden legs.

Amsterdam is situated on the rivers Y and Amstel, from
the latter of which it derives its name ; it is about nine
nailes and a half in circumference, of a semicircular form,
surrounded with a fosse about cighty feet wide, and a ram-
part faced with brick, which is in scveral places dismantled,
and twenty-six bastions: it has also cight noble gates of
stone, and several draw-bridges: the population is esti-
mated at three hundred thousand. In 1204, with the ex-
ception of a small castle, not a building was to be seen
upon thescite of this great city, which, from being at first a
petty village of fishermen, dilated in the lapse of years,
and by the enterprize and industry of the inhabitants, into
a magnificent capital, which, at length, upon the shutting
up of the navigation of the Scheld, added the commerce
of Antwerp to its own, and became the great emporium
of the world. Neither here, nor in any of the cities or
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towns in Holland, through which I passed, isa stranger
annoyed by barrers, productions of passports, or any of
those disagreeable ceremonies which distinguish the police
of many other countries. In Holland a foreigner finds his
loco-motive disposition as little restricted, or encumbered
by municipal regulations, as in England. Canals intersect
nearly the whole of this city, adorned with avenues of
stately elms. Many of the houses are very splendid, par-
ticularly those in'Kiezer’s gragt, or Emperor’s street, and
Heeren gragt, or Lords’ street, where there are many man-
sions, which, were they not so much concealed by the fan of
the trees before them, would have a very princely appear-
ance. Many of the shops are also very handsome, particu~
larly those belonging to jewellers and print-sellers; in the
windows of the latter prints of the illustrious Nelson,
and of our marine victories, were exposed to view. The
druggists here, and in other parts of Ifolland, use as a
sign a huge carved hcad, with the mouth wide open,
placed before the shop windows ; sometimes it rudely re-
sembles a Mercury’s head, at others it is surmounted by
a fool’'s cap. This clumsy and singular sign is called de
gaaper, the gaper; what analogy it bears to physic I could
not learn ; it is very likely to lave originated in whim and
captice. Somi¢ of the shop boards, called nithang borden,
have vidichlous verses inscribed upon them,
K K
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save one of his son’s, who had been condemned to lose
both for adultery, by a law made expressly against that
crime by his father; and Junius Brutus putting his sons to
death. Above these ave figures representing Romulus and
Remus drawing milk from the she wolf, and also of Jupi-
ter : the head of Medusa upon the shield of Pallas is very
finely exceuted. In the north. under a seat of white mar-
ble, is a place for the secretary, who pronounces the fatal
sentence, when the magistrates appear in their robes at a
gallery on the west side. On the fore part of the judgment
seat is a fine marble statue of Silence, which Dutch gal-
lantry represents under the form of womar, seated on the
ground, with her finger on her mouth, and two children
weeping over a death’s-head. On each side of this seat are
serpents writhing round a tree, each with an apple in his
mouth ; the same ornaments also decorate the sides of the
door : above the seat is a statue, raised on a black marble
pedestal, representing the city of Amsterdam as a virgin,
guarded by a lion on each side; above the head of the
figure is an imperial crown, protected by a spread eagle ; on
each side of the pedestal are Neptune and Glaucus, repre-
sentative of the rivers ¥ and Amstel, and a little higher are
the arms of the four burgomasters, in whose magistracy
the first stone of this building was laid, gracefully con-
nected by festoons. On the pedestal is an inscription in let-

ters of gold, commemorative of the laying of the first stone
of the building,
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The principal bas-reliefs and orndments in this room, and
other parts of this edifice, were made hy Artus Qucllinus,
a celebrated statuary of Antwerp. When the awful doom
of the law is to be pronounced, the criminal is brought
mto this hall guarded, and nothing is omitted in point of
solemnity to impress on the mind of the delinquent and
the spectators the awful consequences of violating the laws
of the country.

A thorough knowledge of human nature dictated the
policy of placing this hall on the ground-floor, the brazen
door of which opens into a thoroughfare passage through
the Stadt-house. 1 never passed by this door without
seeing numbers of the lower orders of people gazing through
the rails of it upon the emblematical objects within, and
apparently in melancholy meditation, reflecting upon the
purposes to which this hall is applied, and wupon the
ignominious results of deviating from the paths of virtue.
On one side of this chamber is a grand double staircase,
which leads to the Burghers’, or Marble Hall: it 1s 120
feet long, about 57 broad, and 80 high, and is entirely
composed of white marble, as are the galleries, which
are 21 feet wide on each side, into which the entrances
to the different courts of justice, the chamber of domains,
of insurance, of orphans, the council-room, the offices of
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the bank, &c. open. Tlfis magnificent room and the suz«
rounding galleries were seen to great advantage, on ac-
count of their having been cleaned previous to the coro-
nation of the king, which was intended to have takem
place 1 it about a menth after I visited it. A great num-
ber of workmen had been employed in scraping, washing,
and polishing their marble sides for several months, and
their appearance was equally grand and beautiful: the
bronze gates and railing which form the grand entrance of
the hall are massy, yet exquisitely executed : over this
entrance is a colonnade of Corinthian pillars of red and
white marble. At one end is a colossal figure of Atlas
supporting on his shoulders the globe, attended by Vigi-
lance and Wisdom. The roof is painted with allegorical
figures. Upon the floor, the celestial and terrestrial globes
are delineated in brass and various coloured marbles, ar-
ranged in three large circles, 22 feet diameter; the two
external ones representing the hemispheres of the earth, and
the center the planisphere of the heavens.

The Burgomasters’ Cabinet, as it is still called, is a hand-
some apartment, the entrance of which is adorned with
some beautiful carving, emblematical of the use of the
apartment. The chimney-piece in this room, representing
the triumphs of Fabius Maximus, is woxthy of notige.
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To the left of the Burgomasters” chamber is a gallery, ten
feet deep and thirty broad, where, after the ringing of a bell
to give notice, all proclamations, law sentences, and mu-
nicipal regulations, are promulgated.

The chamber of the treasury ordinary contains a picture
of Mary de Medicis as large as life; a chart of Amster-
dam as it appeared when first walled round in 1482 ; and
on the bookcises are some curious effigies of the anticnt
Earls and Countesses of Holland.

The Burgomasters’ apartment is 45 feet broad and 30
deep, and is in my opinion the handsomest room in the
Stadt-house. The marble chimney-pieces are enriched
with many exquisitely sculptured basso-relicvos by De
Wit; but its chief ornament is two paintings; ene by
Ferdinand Bol, representing Curius at his rural repast ;
and the other, Fabricius in the camp of Pyrrhus, by
Flink. From this room there is passage to the Execution
Chamber, or the Chamber of the last Prayers, where crimi-
nals condemned to death take leave of their priest, and
pass through a window, the lower part of which is of wood,
to enable its being opened level with the floor to the scaf-
fold, which is constructed on the outside, opposite to the
weigh-house, and which is raised as high as this part of
the building. There is nothing in this room worthy of
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notice, except its mekancholy appropriation. From this
room we were conducted to the council chamber, which is
45 wide and 30 deep, where there is a very large painting
b;r Jacob de Wilt, representing Moses and the seventy
elders of Israel. Above the chimney-piece to the north is
a very fine picture by Flink, the subject Solomon im-
ploring heaven for wisdom. Above this is a scriptural
subject, a noble production, from the pencil of Bronk-
horst. Some of the basso-relievos whiclf adorn various
parts of this room, sculptured by De Wit, are exquisitely
fine, particularly a hive of bees, a clock, a sieve and a
Jamp, a pen and ink-horn. It would puzzle a magician
to interpret many of the allegorical devices, but they are
all beautifully executed.

. In the chamber for marriages, and injuries, there is no-
thing to arrest the attention of a visitor one minute. In
Holland, marriage being a civil contract, when agreed
upon in Amsterdam, it is always.first performed before
the magistrates in this room, without whose fiat ‘the ceres
mony would be invalid ; the clergyman, according to the
religion of the parties, performs his functions afterwards.
‘This room isalso called, amongst the lower orders of people,
the Scolding Chamber, on .account of the irritsbility fre-
quently displayed here by parties of that class, when they
come to obtain redress for small offences.. We were also
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led through the chamber for sea affairs, the mercers’ hall,
the painters’ chamber, and the room but little snited to
the treasures which it contains, is a very long picture by
Vandyke, in which there is a erey head of an old man, of
matchless excellence, which the observer cannot but retire
from with regret. The burgomasters of Amsterdam were
offered seven thousand florins for this head alone, to be
cut out from the rest of the picture. There is also a large
picture by Vanderhelst, representing a feast given by the
burgomasters of Amsterdam to the embassadors of Spain,
on account of the peace of Munster, which closed a
war that had lain waste the Netherlands for eighty
years ; and many other large and fine paintings by Rubens,
Jordaans, and Otho Venius. It is a matter of surprise,
that after Holland submitted to the I'rench arms, these ex-
quisite productions should be permitted to remain upon
the walls which they have so long adorned.

In the great, or council of war chamber, there are some
good paintings representing the antient train-bands, and
officers in their proper costume ; many of which are por-
traits. . In the secretary’s office, a handsome room, amongst
other decorations, is & basso-relievo of Sience, which the
Dutch are,ary fond of representing under the form of a
woman. Upon my observing to a Dutchman, that in Eng-
land such & compliment had never been paid to my own

l.l' Il
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lovely countrywomen, he replied—* Yes, but do you not
““ notice that the statuary has placed the finger of the
‘¢ Jady upon her mouth, as if he thought that no one of
“ the sex, not even a Dutch female, could preserve silence
¢« without keeping her lips forcibly together with her fin-
¢« ger.” The convenience of having nearly all the princi-
pal public offices, and courts of justice under one roof,
is very great ; the size of the kingdom, and the simplicity
of its public transactions, render such a concentration
more easy of accomplishment in Holland than in England.

Before we ascended to the dome, we were introduced
into the great magazine of arms, which extends the whole
length of the front and part of the sides of this vast pile :
it contains a curious and valuable collection of antient and
modern Dutch arms. Some colours which the French took
from the Spaniards have been lately added, as a present from
the king to this city, a donation which could not fail af-
fording great gratification to a people, who to this hour
hold the Spanish nation in abhorrence. The prospect from
the tower, or dome, is very fine and extensive, command-
ing the whole of the city and its environs, crowded with
windmills, the river Y filled with ships, the Zuyder Zee,
the Amstel, the Haarlem lake, and the quarter containing
the gardens, the admiralty, and ships of war on the stocks.
From this elevated spot we were nearer the bronze figures
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which adorn the front, representing Justice, Wealth, and
Strength, and which are of an enormous size : on the other
side is a collossal bronze statue of Atlas supporting the
world, executed in a masterly manner, The tower contains
a vast number of bells, the largest of which weighs be-
tween six and seven thousand pounds ; the carillons in this
dome are remarkably sweet, they play every quarter of
an hour an agreeable air, which is executed to admira-
tion. An excellent carilloneur is engaged to entertain the
citizens of Amsterdam three times a week ; the perfection
to which he has brought his performance can only be ap-
preciated by those who have heard it. The brass barrel
by which ke plays is seven feet and a half in diameter,
and weighs four thousand four hundred and seventy-four
pounds. The clocks strike the full hour at the half hour,
and upon the expiration of the full hour, repeat it upoa.
a bell of a deeper tone.

IL.L2
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CHAPTER XV.

DUNGEONS IN THE STADT-HOUSE~~TREATMENT OF THE PRISONERS—
HALL OF JUSTICE~—THE TORTURE—CRIMINAL TRIALS—CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT——ANECDOTE OF A MALEFACTOR—THE BANK~—I1T8 FOR-~
MER AND PRESENT STATE—POPULAR TUMULT—ETFECTS OF DIFFU-
SIVE EDUCATION==PUBLIC FETE AT AMSTERDAM—DANCING DUTCH~
MEN=—THE BEGUINEE—LADIES OF HOLLAND=—HOUSE RENT—THE
WATER OF AMSTERDAM.

BY considerable interest, and with ‘much dif-
ficulty, I was admitted to see the prison which occupies
one of the courts of the Stadt-house, on two sides of
which, below ground, sare the dungeons, to which the
gaoler conducted us by a lamp: as a place of confine-
ment nothing can be more secure, and as a place of
punishment more horrible. After descending a dreary
flight of steps, and passing through a long narrow
passage, midway vast double doors, thickly plated with
iron, were opened, through which we entered, and at the
end were stopped by two other massy doors which, upon
being unbolted, led to a row of, subterranean dungeons.
In the first, by the faint light of a rush cahdle, I dis-
cerned the emaciated figure of 2 man whe had been con-
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victed of robbery, attentively reading: he just turned
from hisdook to look at us a2 moment, and then returned
to it: he was condemned to inhabit this cell alone for life '—
In the next were two young men who, in the forms of
Dutchmen, seemed tocarry the elastic souls of Frenchmen,
that bend to and carol under every human imsery ; for.in
this gloomy abode, in which one would suppose resignation
would turn to despair, they were whistling and waltzing
in the dark; whilst in the third were several women and a
young girl, the latter about fifteen, confined for having
displayed an early, and rather toe violent a fondness for
the laws of nature. These miserable beings were also in
darkneys, except when they closely approached the vast
double bars ‘which erossed the windows of their cells,
when they were enabled to ‘behold a little light, which
faintly neached them through some low oblong apertures
on the opposite side of the passage, thickly guarded by
similar massy bars, just raised above the level of the
court; into which these-poor wretches are never permitted
to walk ; for, deplorable te relate, from the first minute
of their commitment till their fate is finally fixed, ‘they
are never suffered to quit their gloomy abodes but to ap-
pear before their judgesin the adjoining hall, where they
undergo private examingtions, and at lengtha ‘Aose tridl.
The crimes with which these latter unhappy prisoners
stoad charged’ were not of a very malignant nature) yet
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were they, even before the guilt of some of them was estab~
lished, cut off from light and air, and immured #n regions
fit only to be a receptacle for the dead. I need scarcely
inform the reader that their appearance when they pressed
towards the grating, when alone they were distinguishable,
was in a high degree squalid and sickly.

None of these miserable wretches were loaded with
arons ; they would, indeed, have been a very unne-
cessary augmentation of cruelty, for nothing but the
miraculens interference of an angel could have burst
their prison-doors, which were doubly cased with iron,
and fastened with enormous bolts and locks,* whilst the
walls of the cells were cased with ponderous masonry,
through which, if a prisoner had the means to penetrate,
he would afterwards have to encounter all the earth upon
which the rest of the Stadt-house stood. The gaoler shewed
us some irons of a particular construction, and a board
which fastened round the neck and one hand, for refrac~
tory criminals, but he assured me they had not been used
for many years.

The principal secretary of the magistracy shewed me
the hall of justice, which was also formerly ‘the torture-
chamber. Here the miserable sufferer, who vefused to
eonfess his guilt, at the pleasure of his be#barous judge,
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underwent a variety of torments ; amongst others, it was
usual to. fasten his hands behind his neck, with a cord
which passed through pullies fastened to a vaulted ceiling,
by means of which he was jerked up and down, with leaden
weights of fifty pounds each lashed to his feet, until an<
guish overpowered his senses, and a confession of guilt
was heard to quiver on his lips. Some of the iron-work
by which this infamous process was effected was still
adhering to the walls. This ferocious and stupid practice
was only abolished in the year 1798. This room is
entirely of stone, low, and vaulted; the windows are
small, and guarded by vast double bars of iron, and the
whole is very little better than a large dungeon. A bar for
the prisoner to appear at, a seat for the witness, for only
one is most judiciously admitted at a time; a table and
raised seats for the judges, and lower ones for the officers
attached to the tribunal, form all the arrangements of this
gloomy seat of justice. The prisoner is permitted to have
a counsellor to plead his cause, and no strangers are admitted
on any account. Three days are suffered to elapse bes
tween the sentence and its execution in capital cases; dure
ing which the prisoner is allowed whatever refreshment he
may choose ; an indulgence which, from the state of the
appetite at such a period, seldom runs the state into. much
expence. Public punishmentsare inflicted four times in the
course of the year. On these occasions a vast scaffold is
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erected, as I have mentioned, in the great area between the
stadt-house and the weighing or custom-house, upon alevel
with the first floor of the former building, through which
the criminals enter to the spot assigned for them to receive
their punishment : those who are to be whipped receive
that punishment with considerable severity, and are not
permitted to retire till'those who are to die have suffered
death, which is inflicted by decapitation with the sword or
hanéing, though the latter is most frequent. On these
melancholy occasions, the chief magistrates attend in their
robes, and nothing is omitted to augment the solemmity of

the scene.

In consequence of its being expected that though a cul-
prit is to suffer death, he is to receive the fatal stroke in
the precise mode prescribed by the law, a magistrate who
presided at the execution of a murderer a few years since,
had nearly subjected himself to a severe punishment. The
guilt of the criminal was aggravated by cruelty, angd
he was condemned to lose his life by decapitation, in which
case the law directs that it shall be severed by one stroke
of the sword : previous to his quitting the chamber of the
last prayers, be laid a wager with a friend .who attended
him, that he had suggested an expedient by which the
executioner should not be able to perform his dffice ; and
accordingly, the moment he knelt to reqeivé the fatal
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stroke, he rolled his head in every direction so violently,
and so rapidly, that the executioner could not strike him
with any probability of decollatiog him at onc blow ; and
after many fruitless aims, was compelled to renounce the
attempt. The officers who were entrusted to see to the
execution of the sentence were in the greatest dilemma ;
in vain did they try by argument to persuade the fellow
to remain still, and quietly have his head taken off ; he
was remanded back to prison, and after an hour’s delibe-
ration, the presiding magistrate, upon his own responsi-
bility, ordered the gallows to be brought out, upon
which he caused him to be executed. The judges and
lawyers took alarm, and half the city felt as if the mur-~
derer had been murdered ; and nothing but the high cha-
racter, rank, and influencc of the magistrate, by whose
resalute orders the miscreant at length paid the forfeit of
his life, preserved him from the most unpleasant conse-
quences for enforcing the spirit of the law after a different
fashion from that prescribed. Capital punishments are
very rare: four malefactors were executed in 1799, and
nine since. The Dutch entertain a frightful opinion of
the crimival laws of England, which they consider very
sanguinary, from the great number of delinquents who are
annually put to death there.

‘The strong apartments which formerly contained the
vast treasures of the bank, and the offices attached to that
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