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JlaJ. enemies, and never troubled hiwsdf to confute them. 

<, Tht'Y arc .... park" ... said he, "which, if you do not blow., 

C( will go out of them'ielv(>s. The surest remedyagain5t 

C< 5canJal j" to lin' it donm, by a perseverance in well 

" doing; and hy praying to God that he would cure the 

" di~tcJllpercd minds of those who traduce and injure us." 

] Ie ,va" never over-awed by the magnificence or presence 

of great men, but boldly persi,ted in proceeding in what 

h(> cOI1~idercd to be right, and left the consequence to 

Gou. lie was enabled, ",ith unexampled celerity and 

a('utcnc ''''~1 to penetrate into the tempers and characters of 

per::.oll,) at a glance of l1is eye. A fri~nd, oue day. who 

had often admired his patience under great provocations, 

asked him, if he ever knew what it was to be angry? to 

which Boerhaave replicd :with the most perfect frankness, 

" that he wa.s naturally quick of resentment; but, that 

H by prayer and meditation, he had obtai lied complete 

" mastery over his passions; this he attributed, as he 

H did every good thought, and every laudable action, to 

" his God." 

About the middle of the year 17:l7, he felt the first ap

proaches of that indisposition which was destined to bring 

him to his grave, viz. a disorder in his breast, which was 

occa,jonally very painful, often threatened him with im

mediate .uffocation, and finally. terminated in an universal 
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dropsy: during all the anguish which he suffered, his 

placid temper and firmness of mind never forsook him; 

he attended at once to the ordinary duties of life as if in 

full health, .and. prepared for that death which his skill and 

experience enabled him to know wi!; not very distant. 

About three weeks before his dissolution, when the Rev. 

Mr. Schulten!, one of the most learned and exemplary 

divines of his age, attended him at his country house, the 

Doctor desired his prayers, and afterwards entered into a 

sublime discourse with him on the spiritual and immaterial 

parts of the soul, which he illustrated with wonderful per

spicuity, by a description of the effects which the infirmi

ties of his body had upon his faculties, which, however, 

they did not so oppress, or vanquish, but his soul was 

always master of itself, and always resigned to the plea

~JUre of its maker, and then added, H lIe who loves God 

" ought to think nothing desirable but what is most pleas

U ing to the supreme goodness." As deat.h approached 

nearer, he seemed to be more happy , amidst the increase 

of corporeal tonnents, and at length, on the 23d Septem

Iter, 1738, he sunk under them in his 70th year. His 

funeral oration was spoken in latin before the university 

.. r Leyden, to a crowded audience, by his friend Mr. 

Schultezu::, amidst. tears of genuine regret and sympathy. 

The city of Leyden has raised a monument in the church. 
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of 8t. Peter, to the sanative genius of Boerhaave ....... '" Sa. ... 

" lutifero Boerhaavii genio sacrum." It consists of an urn 

upon a pedestal of black marble, with a group represent

iug the fc)ur age~ of life, and the two sciences in which 

BuC'rlIaave excelled. The capital of this basis is decorated 

\\ ilh a urapery of white marble, in which the artist has 

bhewn the different emblems of disorders, and their reme .. 
uics. Upon the pede&tal is the medallion of Boerhaalle; 

at t he extremity of the frame, a ribband displays the fa

vorite mutto of this learnttl man, .. Simplex vigilum veri." 

Profcs;)or AllamanJ had de~tineu a very fine piece of red 

jasper to be employed iu this medallion, but on account 

of the ~eat expen.ce of cutting the stone his design was 

abandoned. I1is pictures represent him as above the mid

p,le size, well proportioned, and of a strong constitution: 

~when age had silvered ovec his hair, his countenance was 

':>aiu to have been extremely venerable and expressive, and 

to have lUucb resembled tbe head of Socrates, but with 

features mOre softeneu and engaging. He was an eloquent 
orator, anel r1f'cJahned with great dignity and grace. He 

taugl>t very methodically, and with great precision, but 

always s?captivated hi. auditors, that they regretted the 

close of his discourses, which he often enlivened with a 

sprightly turn of raillery; but it was ever refined, ingeni

ous, andincapable of offending. He used to say, " that 

.. Jeeellt mirth was the salt of life." In the practice !If 
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medicine he gave a decided preference to green oYer dried 

herbs, thinking that there was more virtue in hcrh'\ when 

t.hey had their juices, than when decayed and withered . 

He was a great admirer of simples, and consequentlr wa li 

not a great patron of the apothecaries. When healtJl 

would permit he regularly rode on horseback; when his 

strength began to fail him he walked, and upon his relurn 

home, music, of which he was passionately fond, glad

dened the hours of relaxation, and enabled him to return 

to his labours with redoubled alacrity. Dr. Johnson has 

written the following beautiful eulogium on this great 

man: "A man formed by nature fur great deSigns, and 

" guided by religion in the exertion of his abilities: de

" termined to lose none of his hours, when he had at

" tained one science, he attempted another: he added 

" physic to divinity; chemistry to the mathematics, and 

"anatomy to hotnny. He recommended truth by his 

"elegance, and embellished the philosopher with polite 

U literature: yet his knowledge, however uncommon, 

.. holds in his character but a second place; for hi .. virtue 

f' was more uncommon than his learning. lie ascribed aU 

" his abilities to the bounty, and all hi. goodnCSi to the 

" grace of hi. God. .May those who study his writing. 

II imitate his life! and t110se who endeavour after his 

.. knowledge, aspire likewise to his piety." 

DD 



CHAPTER XIT. 

TUE BOTA-NIC GARDEN-THE CELEBRATED ANTIENT PJ.LM-BUSTI , •• 

STA.TUES-THr.ATRE Oi" ANATOM1'-Ll'BRJ.RY AND rOR.TRAITI OF 

D1!ITINGt)lSHED P&RSONS-ML'SEUM OF NATURAL tIiStORY-AT

TRj,CTIONS OF TftE UNIVERSITY-lTS PRESENT CONDITION-SEVE" 

.ITY OJ' ITI EXJ.MINATIOl'U-ANECDOTD OF REMBRANDT-HIS GE

NIUS AI'll) RAP.tCJOVSNESI-A KT1U.T.l.GEM-<:IiLITICISM8 ON HIS 

WORIU-MR. DESENFAN'S SPLENDID GALLERY OF PAINTINGS-JOHN 

OF' LEVDEN---HIS AMBITION, CKIJP.T.TY, ANn 1"ATE---hVTCH BOWING 

--tAINT PETER'S CHUKCH-ANECDOTE OF RUSSIAN PRJe:ONERS. 

THE botanic garden is not very large; in the 
time of Boerhaave it must have been small indeed, as its 

history represents it to have been considerably enlarged 

since that period: in the frontispiece of hi, Index Horti 

L. Bat. 1710, it i. represented to he a petty square piece 

of ground. It now occupies about four acres, and i. in 
excellent order: the "'trees and plants are marked accord

iitg tt> the Linn",.n .ystem; but it is infinitely inferior in 

"-Iue and arrangement to the botanic gardens of Upsala 
and .. (the Dublin Society. Amongst the plants, I ap

pruaehaoi wIth tile reV\!Tence due to it, tile """.rable re

mains of vegetable antiquity, in the shape of a palm, which 
.tands in a tub in the open air, supported by a thin frame 
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of iron work; it is about fourteen feet high, and was raised 

from seed by the celebrated Carolus Clusius, who died 

profe;sor at Leyden in 1609: the professor who attended 
me, presented me with a bit of its bark, as a little relic. 

This tree and the pot in whiclr it grow" are also figured 

in the frontispiece of Boerhaave·s Index before mentioned: 

it there appears to have been about half as high as at 

present, and is said to be the palm mentioned by Linn",u. 

in his Prrelectioneo in Ordines Naturales Plantarum, p. 27, 

published by Giseke in 179\!, at lIamburgh, which Lin

n~us suspected to be a chamrerops, but which, as the in .. 

genious Dr. Smith observes, his editor rightly refers to 

the rhapis flabelli formis, Ait. 1I0rt. Kew, v. iii. p. 473. 

It eomes from China and Japan: the:re is a tree of thi, 

kind, and about as large, in the botanic garden at Paris, 

and another at Pisa. In this garden i. also the ginkgo of 

the Chinese, a standard twenty feet high; Strelitzia re~ 

gina", Ait. lIort. Kew, v. i. p. 285, tab. 2, which has ne

ver yet flowered in any garden out of England; the olea 

laurifolia, a new species according to Mr. Van Royen. 

Royena lucida in flower, as large as a moderate hawthorn 

trC\!, and thought to be very handsome; and a singular 

plant frOm the Cape, supposed to be an echites, with a 

luge tubero,," root raised high above the surface of the 

ground, ~wo or three weak stems a foot high, and large 

J>D2 
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dark brown flowers . In the university library is Rauwolf':J 
IIerbal'iu1ll, which is very magnificent, and the plants well 

presen'ed; also Boccone's Herbarium of the plants des ... 

scribed in his Fasciculus Plantarum, publi..,heo by }\.{ori

son at Oxford, in ]67-1; these specimens are very poor: 

Herman's Collection of Ceylon Plants is ah;(J here , which 

are a part of the celebrate.! Herbarium, the rest of which 

is at Copenhagen; also a volume of West India plants, 

lrelonging to Herman, which are very " scarce in Holland, 

and a fine colJection of mathematical instrument..~; amongst 

other things, a most pure and brilliant prism of Brazil 

pebble, and a two-inch cube of Iceland refracting"spar, 

pelfectIy clear alld free from blemish. 

In a very long apartment in the gallery there are some 

bu&ts and statues in tolerable preservation, but of no great 

value; the bCllot are busts of Nero and Agrippina, Servi .. 

lius and a Bacchus: they were presented to the university 

by a citizen of the town. I was shewn into a small room 

~ontailling some stu,ffed birds and beasts, which were in 

'Vcry poor condition. The theatre of anatomy is very 

neal the botanic braeden; in it is a valuable collection of 

anatomical and pathological subjects. This hall is well 

worthy the notice of the traveller, as well for its valuable 

·contents, as for having furnished Europe with 80me of its 

best physicians. This librou:y is-celebrated thrDughout Eu-
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rppe, for the many valuable .pecimens of oriental litera

tUre with which it abounds, exclusive of the Looks bdore 

mentioned. Golius, upon his return from the Eau, and 

wbo afterwards filled with great reputation the Arabic 

prolesborship of the university, lIas enriched thi~ varuable 

depositary of learning with many Arabic, Turki~h, Chal

dean, and Persian manuscripts. I have before mentioned 
• 

tbat Joseph Scaliger heqU\;athed his valuable collection 

of Hebrew books to it. The preciom; manuscripts con

tained here are said to exceed eight thousand. Since 

the labt war commenced, no addition of EllgliSih pubJica~ 

tions has been made to this library. which contains the 

Transactiuns of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies of 

London, and the Jh~tories of Gibbon, Robertson, and 

Hume. To suffer an inimical disposition between two COtln

tries to erect a barner between intellectual commuuication is 

giving additional barbarism to the ferocity of war. To the 

honor of England and France, they have never permitted 

tho~e melancholy conflicts which have so long, ami SlO fatally 

jllflamed the one against the other, to check the free and 

liberal interchange of phi1o~ophical discovery and litt!rary 

jnvestigation. )rVhibt the respective governments have 

been engaged ill reciprocal schcmes of vcngeance, the 

learned societies of both countries have communed with. 

each other in the language of peace and liberality, 
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The king of Spaiil has pr~sented this lihrary with sollle 

magnificent folios, descriptive of the antiquities of Herou. 

laneu",. The hooks are principally bound in fine white 

parchment, and are gilded and decorated with consider. 
able taste and splendor. There are in this room several 

excellent portraits of eminent men who have belonged to 

the university, or who have heen benefactors to it: the 
• 

head of that elegant and voluptuous poet Johannes Se-
cUlldus, who died at the age of twenty-five, distinguish ... 

able for its dark penetrating cyes, a dust complection, 

and black hair and beard, is very fine. There are al,o 

very intert'sting portraits of Janus Douse, who during the 

siege of Leyden exhibited the most admirahle heroism, by 

which he acquired the applause of the Prince of Orange 

and the government of the town; this hero shone in 

letters as well as arms; also of Erasm u. at different 

stages of his life; of Hugo Donellus, painted after 

death, in which all the appearances of mortality are finely 

imitated with ghastly preciMon; also of Daniel Heinsius, 
and a miniature of Sir Thomas More by Hans Holbein. 

There are also several medallion likenesses of distinguished 

Englishmen carved in ivory, such as Milton, Marvel, Lud

low, Wickliffe, Harrington, &c. &c. executed by an English 

refugee, who took shelter in Holland after the overth .... " 

of the Duke of Morunouth'. rebellion. There i. a mil-
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l!eum of natural history, principally collected by Professor 

Allemand, containing some fine ores, corals, and pebbles, 
• .and also some rare quadrupeds and amphibia: also a 

young ostrich in the egg; the nautilus with the ani

mal in it, and some papilios. In the anatomical theatre 

are the valuaule preparati?"S of Albinus, amongst them 

are specimens of the progress of. ossification in the f<Etus. 

This univ~rsity has also to boast of the works of Mr. 

Pestel, professor of jurisprudence, for his admirable work. 

entitled Fundamenta Juri'prudentire Naturalis. The con-. . 
stitutional t'e'gulations of this university are conceived in. 

noble spirit of liberality. No offensive obligations, no re

ligious tests, no repulsive oaths, arc imposed, no insidious 

attempts at proselytism are e""reised. Youths of every 

religious persuasion minglt: together in perfect hannony; 

like brothers they aggregate to study, and not to quarrel 

about modes of faith. Whatever may be the rank of the 

student, or from whatever country he may come, he 

speedily adopt. the decent, gentle, and frugal manners and 

habits of the inhabitants. The long war and revolution 

in this country have naturally withdrawn a great num

ber of young men of rank and fortune from this seminary. 

and prevented otherl from entering it. The students do , 
not now excred two hundred. A considerable number of 

English students, in a period of peace, used to flock to 
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this illu~trioll'i 3radelllY, which, as weU as tile beauty, 

tranquillity. cleanliness. and .salubrity of the city in 

which- it stands, and the cheapness and perfect freedom 

of living. and the charms of thf' surrounding country, 

holds out the strongest attractions to the recluse and 

~tudiou.s. The examinations for acarlemical honors are 

more seVE're than even. for those of Trinity College 

Dublin. 

Amongst other l..'ircuO}!)tances whkh have concurred to 

erowu Leyden with celebrity, I must not omit to relate that 

its neighbourhood gave birth to Rembrandt in 1606. IIis 

real name was Gerretz, but he is known by the name of Van 

nyn, an appellation given to him from the place where he 

spent the youthful part of his life, on the horders of the 

Rhine. This illustrious ~rtjst is one amongst the many in

stances which might be produced, of the effect of accidental 

circumstances in early life determining the character and 

formation of genius j he derived his peculiarity of shade 

from the circumstance of his father's mill receiving light 

from an aperture at the top, which, and not his studying 

under Jacob Pillas, gradually led him to use that breadth 

of shade for wl)ich he was so eminently distinguished. 

At a very early period be exhibited .trong proofs of genius 

for painting, and by his productions astonished his master 
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lacques Van Zwanenburg, in whose school he continued 

three years. Ill! falher's mill, and the circlIlltjacent COUIl

tey, first attracted his attention, which, "'jth the hca\'y 

living objects with \I.·hom he associated, so complt:tely 

possessed bis mind, that he seldom selected any others 

which werc beautiful or graceful. \Vhen H'ry young, 

one of his friends pre\"ailcu upon him to go to Amster

dam, and ofter one of his pictures fur sale, which he did. 

and sold it to a vf'ry able judge of genius in his line for 

one hundreu florins. lIt: went on foot with the trcasun." 

uwlcr his arm, but returnro in a ca.rnage. This 

trilling circllln~taJlce illduced him to settle ill t hat city" 

where he soon became solicited by persons of the fil'~t 

di~tiuction for hi~ works. H ere, from the number of pu

pib who flocked to him, and t11e great demand for liis 

paiuting;,;, wt:alth poured in upon him (;opil)tl~ly . For 11\

stl'ucting each of his pupils ht.: rccciveu one hundred florins 

pCI' annum, but becoming avarici()l15 as he uec;tme wealtur~ -he solo a great I1IHllUC'J' of copi e,~ made by t hem for hih 

own pictures, ill which he ut'ceiyetl the purchalier by re

touching several parts. The swinuling tricks aUlI strata

gems by which this great arti:,t used to raise money, threw 

a. .deeper breadtb of shade than 111S pencil ever cast upon 

his canvass, avec tlle brighter parts of his ~cllius. It is 

related that ane of his pupils, well knowing his rapacious 

«isposition, painted a number of coins upon some cards 

EE 
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which lie laid upon his master's table when he ,was from' 

home; 011 hj~ ret Hi'll, he ran eagerly. to seize tht.'IU, and 

rccoYt'lcd the' vexation of his disappointment, only by. 

admiring the (.icxl(:rity of the tleception. 

Rembrandt wa.') a grc:lt humouri~t. Oue day when he was· 

painting: a large family picture, and one of the subjects was 

actually sitting toJlim, his sen',,"t informed him of the death. 

of hi!' fav:ouritc monkey, which he felt so sellsibly, aud 

'",'hjlll~ically, that he immediately ordered the dead. botly 

to be brought in, and drew it a.~ one of the group, which 

he would not expuIl~e, although the family reftlseJ to 

pay for the picture before it WaJ, effaced. His fine~t 

hi~torical pictures are those of Aha~uerus, E-sthcr anJ 

Haman i the woman taken in aduHery j and St. John 

preaching in the wilderness, \vhich arc ~aid to be touched 

.. -ith inexpressible fire amI spirit. The imagination of 

this great artist was liveJy and active, and his inven

tion very fertile: he hAd a large collection of old <.lrapc

ries, armoQ.[', weapons, and turbans, which he used sport

ively to call his antiqDes; the.., he preferred to any of the 

works of the Grecian artists. He had also a great number 

of the finest Italian prints, drawings, and designs, many of 

them taken from the alltique., which afforded him. grati
fication, but do not appear to have ameliorated hi. taste. 

His portraits arc eltCeHent, and resemble life as near. to 
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'perfection as possible, but his airs and attitudes are detec

tive of grace and dignity. Many of hi .• head, display 

sllch minute exactness, that even the hairs of the beard, 

and the wrinkles of old age, are given 'with the most ex ... 

qui,it. fidelity: The portrait appears to Lreathe upon 

the canva;,s. It is a curio1ls circumstance that his lights 

~'ere produced by a colour ullusually thick, more resem

bling modeling, than p?lint'ing, but c"ery tint was so judi .. 

ciou~ly placed, that it remaine(} on the canvass in fnll 

freshness, beauty, and lustre. The etchings of Rembrandt 

are grt.:atly admircd, and are f(,garded as prime treasures 

ill the cabinets of the curious ill mo~t parts of Europe: 

these prounctl(}ns rh'al 'hi,,; paintings, every stroke of the 

grover e)<hibits expression and life: his genuine works 

!UC rarrly to be met with, but whenever they are presentrd 

for sale, tIle} produce incredible prices. In the splondid 

colkt:tion of Mr. Desenfa:ns, are some exquisite produc

tions of this and otller Flemish masters; this collection is, 

upon the whole, the best in England) and is exhibited 

.to persons of respectability, without cost, by it, liberal 

possessor. 

Amongst the curiosities of Leyden, I did not take the 

trouble of seeing the shopboard of the celebrated John of 

Leyden, acbaracter distinguishable fOf its ambition , cnter

pri.e, and ferocity' tlJOse who have furnished us ",ith 

EE2 



212 ,TOlD 6'F LEYDEN. 

an accou.nt of t ~lis a"pjring lnon&tCI', relate that his nWM 

was HIl('old; tbat from being the son of a tailor. and' 

hroU!.~ht up to hi:; father's trade, he re~{)lv('d upon hccom-

ing a kiH~ ; that a('c~nlillgly he first ta5ted of royalty au 

the: Lward of a strolli.ng compaJly of €01ncdians i.1l the clla ... 

ractcr of a prince. which affording him mudl gratifica ... 

tion, he connected himself with a baker of Amsterdam. 3-

fanatic. who called hiJl1~elf God's vicegQrent llpO!l tll/;~ 

earth, and declared that he was M'nl to illuminate thp. 

world. This fellow. prC\'lOUS. to his bt'comillg the asso

ciate of .Tolin of Leyden, assUlllcd the name of Thomas 

~Iumlter. and impregnated a number of Germans with his 

religious phrenzy, whjch aiDu~d at the demolition of the 

doctrine of Luther: this fanatic faction spread with in

credible eeicrity, until the Elector of Saxony, the Laml

grave of Hesse, a.mI the Duke of Brunswick , resolved 

upon drawing tbe sword against these furious zealots. 

The proplu;t }\I uuster was taken prilsoner and. lost his 

head; but soon after, as if inspirited by this blow, John of 

Leyden took 1\1 unster at the head of a troop of sanguinary 

bigots, and ordered himself to be proclaimed king. After 

this ceremony was pelformed he committed the most 

h9rribLe outrages: in the name of God, he battered 

down aIL tbe churches, and changed the religion of the 

country; he recommended polygamy, and kept a scrag\i~ 

of si.""-teen wives. one of whom endeavoured to assas-
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,inate the Bishop of Waldct:k, who fortunately seizoo 

the pnignard from her hand, and. plunged. it into her 

own bosom; and another, Jobn himsdf put to death for 

hesitation in complying with 'lis wishes. 'Vhell he ap

peared in the streeb; of l\iunstcr, he ,,'ore a crown upon 

his head. carried a sword in one hanu, ano the New Tc!.ta

ment in the other~ and was prcct:tied on hQI'~eback by a 

group of dancing boys, whilst the sides were by his man

dates, crmHled with the prostrate terrified citizens, who 

were pUllisheJ. with instant death if they stood, or remain

ed co\·ered in his pl'e~Cllcc. The reign of thi;, petty tyrant 

was brief: the llishop of .l\Iullster bc~iegeu the tUWIl, 

which suffen:u t)('ariy the same horrors which I have de

scribed to have occurred at Ley-del), when the Spaniards 

sat tlown ix'fore it; the living fttd upon the uead, and a. 

look that intimated a wish to surrender was punished with 

instant death. The miseries which surrounded him, 

M::rvcd ouly to inflame the fanatical spirit of the monster; 

at last , however, the town was taken by surprize, and 

John and the ministers of his bloody ambition were con

ducted before the victorious prelate, to whom. after being 

charged with the enormities which he had committed, he 

is said to ,have rcpJied, with the craft of a co,,'ard, in 
the following manner; H The possession of my person has 

" cost you ",uch money antlmuch bloou, my death will 

~' be 1\ loss ro you, my life may become a source of proat 
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H to you, put me in an iron cage, set a price upon the ex

H hibition of 111<', and send me thruugh Europe, thus wilt 

H you in the end be the gainer oy me." The bishop saw 

through his object which was the dastard pre~c(\'ation of hi,; 

forfeited life, and accordingly ordered him to be put to 

death with a refinement of CfUcJty,:1t the rdation of which 

human nature ~ickcDS, abhorred as the victim was. Two 

executioners tore Ills flesh slowly a!)unlier with red hot 

pincers, and after thr mitred conqueror and hi') iolloWHIo 

had glutted their eyes with hili writhing'"' , allcl their can 

with his screams, a javelin pierced hi~ heart, and his man

gled body wa~ thrown into a ca~e, and exposed to tlli ' 

birus of the air from the steeple of St. Lambert's ehul'ch 

It has been oh,erveu by some traveller" that the Dutcl, 

are much given to a tremulous motion of the head. I saw 

no instance of this national trait except, where I expected 

to lind it, among old and paralytic persons. The practice 

of bowing is not confined to the Dutchman, though ar(

duced against him as a sort of blemish by every English

man who extendli his rambles no farther than Holland: 

throughout Germany the same courtesy is displayed, 

and even among the common Russian boors the prac

tice of exchanging bows is quite common. 

I was not much gratitied with the church of St. Peter, 

the principal one in this city; . it i. a Ia~e ponderous 
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building, in the wor;t ,tyle of gothic architecture. In this 

structure the Ellgli~h and Russian soldiers were confilled 

'when taken prisoners at Alkmaar. The poor Rus~ians, 

,dlO expected no quarter, looked upon the bras'!! chande

liers whieh are suspended in the body ofther-hurch. as the 

instruments of execution, to each of which they thought. 

of being fastened by the neck. The Russians, in their first 

campaigns with the French, entertaiued the balUC appre .. 

hensi'On. and were most agreeahly a.-;tonished on one occa

sion. which pre~ented a memorable display of French sa .. 

~acity. to find that , insh'ad of being shot or guillotined, 

they were presented with new c10atbing of the Russian. 

""iform, and otkred their liberty. 
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-AN ECDOTES OF FRA'S ClS MIERES-TlIE PICTORIAL CONTEST

ANECDOTE or l'ANDEItW£T.DE-THE VILLAGE I)F RHYNSnURG-5IN

GULAR llELIGIOUS ASSOCIAT ION-A CURIOUS CUSTOM-EAPLOSION 

AT LEYDEN-COll'DlJCT OF 'fHC KINC - U/lERL}.M--l 'l'!) CELEUKATrD 

ORGAN DI!.SCRlHED-.-\NECDOTE OF H-\:"Dl~L-Mn. lI f:N RY 1I01'E'~ 

JlOUSE. 

IN the streets of Leyden arc several very hand

some bookseller;' shops. particularly Murray" in the 

Braadstraat, where there are many valuable publications, 

and particularly a fine collection of the cla!'t!tic"i , which are 

sold at very reasonable prices. The pres~ of Leyden, in 

the time of the Elze"irs, presented some of the most ele

gant specimens of typography, in the many correct and 
beautiful editions which they have given of the mo.t re

nowned authors of antiquity. In beauty, variety, and 

profusion, the Leyden press rivalled, and in many instances 

surpassed, that of the Hague and Amsterdam; but since 

the period of the above bibliopolists, it has gradually de~ 

cayed. It may be easily imagined, that with the change 

which has taken place in the political relations of Holland, 
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that the liberty of the press is not 'What it used to be 01 

Leyden, which was once celt:brated for its Gazette, a rival 

in reputation of that of Brussels: the former was dis~ 

tinguished for its partiality to the Stadtho1der, and hi. 

well known attachments to the English cabinet; and the 

latter for supporting the true interests of the country. 

The editors and proprietors of tJle Leyden Gazette lied 

with precipitation, all tbe irruption of tile French illto 

Holland; and the paper which is now issued from Ler
den, is of course the organ of the new government, and 

but little enlivened with political discussion. 

The staple trade of Leyden. the woollen manufactory. 

has sutrered very severely from the establi::.hment of exteu

~jve looms in various parts of Germany, from the last and. 

present war with England, amI from the superiority of the 

manufactures of Yorkshire, whidl are in such high esti

mation in America and Asia, that Dutch merchants trau

ing to those countries, found it more advantageous to 

<eno out English cloths. The coarse clotJ" of Holland 

had formerly a brisk market alllonglit the East and 1\r est 

India Compa.nies: but from the aoove cause tboulSau<.Is of 

manufactufGl'S have been obliged to renounce their looms, 

an.d ·divert their skill and iuuust ry to other sources of sup

pDlt f .au.d in aU human probability the woollen maullfac ... 

tures of Leyden will never l'c\'ive. 

J." 1-" 



218 ANECDOTES OJ' GJUUftD DOUW. 

Before I quit this celebr.tWd city, I cannot help men

tioning that, iu addition to the illustrious artists before

mentioned, it gave birth to Gerard Douw, who was born 

here in 1613, and entered at the eariy age of fifteen into 

the school of Rembrandt, with whom he continued three 

years, and from ",.hom he obtained the true principles of 

colouring: his pictures are generally small, and remark

able for thdr wonderful brilliancy, delicacy, transparency, 

and ~XqUi5ite high finishing. Sandrart relates a curitous 
• 

anecdote of the laboriuub as,iduity which he displayed. 

Being with Bamboccio in the painting- room of Gerard 

Douw, they were enraptured with the wonderful- minute

ness of a picture which Douw was then painting" atld were 

particularly struck with the finishing of a beoom, and 

could not refrain expre&sing their surpr.i.ze a.t the amazing 

neatness displayed in so minute an object; upon which 

Douw infonned them that he should spend three more 

days upon that very bcoom before he could complete it to

his satisfaction. 'fhe SaIne author a.lso l'eiates, that in a. 
family picture of a M .... Spiering, Douw occupied five days 

in finishing one of the hands that leaned over an arm

chair. TIHs disposition to elaborate execution, in which 

he far surpassed every- other Flemish master, 80 alarmed 

a great numher of persons, . that they had ROt patience ~Q 

sit to him, and hence he chieBy applied his fine powers in 
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works of fancy, in which he c"tikl introduce objects of 

still-life, and gratify his inclination in the choice of hi. 

time. A noble instance is related of the liberality of his 

great patron, Mr. Spiering, lhe husband of the ladyabove

mentioned, resident of the king of Sweden at the Hague. 

namely, that he allowed him a thousand guilders a year, 

with no other stipUlation than that Douw should give hi~ 

henefactor the preference of purch'l;'in!ll' every picture he 

painted, fot' which he always paid him to the full extent of 

hi" demand. He Jived to a great age, but hi<, sight was so 

affected hy the minutene" of his performances, that at the 

."e of thirty he was obli~ed to use spectacles. The nnest 
~ . 

picture from hill hanth considera.bly exceeded his ",mal 

size, being three feet high by two feet six inches broad 

within the frame: thi!' mat('hlC'I'<; piece of art represents 

two rooms; in th(' first there appears a very curious piece 

of tapestry, forming the separation of the apartments, in 

which there is a very pretty figure of a woman with a child 

at her breast; at her side is a cradle, and a table c(}vert.>d 

with tapestry. on which is placed a gilt lamp and sonw 

pieces of still-Hfe; in the seeond apartment is a surgeon's 

bhQP, with a countryman undergoing an operation, and 11. 

woman standing by him with several utensils: the fulding

doors show on one side a study, and a man making a pen 

by candlelight, and on the other side. a 'schoolll'ith boys 
J~ F 2 
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writing, and sitting Ilt different table., which paro. ar., 

lighted in a most charming and astonishing manner, so. 

that every feature and character of countenance is dis

tinctly, and IIIDSt intelligibly delineated. lnr.redible sums 

have been given, and still co.ntinue to he given for the 

works of this master, ill his own country, and· in every 

polite part of Europe where they are to be found. Some 

of his best works Ofe now in the royal gallery at Dresden. 

1 must not omit that comical, dissipated humourist and. 

happy artist, Jan Steen, who was born here in 1636, whose 

wit and drollery were only surpassed by his wonderful 

powers in painting. in which such was hi.'i astonishing 

faculty, tho.t he seemed to be more inspired than in

structed, for he kept an a.le-lIm-lse for a considerable time,. 

from the ceJJars of which he drew more for himself than 

for his customers, and ha.ving exhausted his barrels, he re

plenished them by the product of his art, to which he never 

devoted himself but upon such occasions, and generally 

discharged the bills of the ~rewers and wine merchants 

with pictu""s. Although he might have lived in great af

fluence by his masterly pencil, he was frequently reduced 

to the most deplorable penury by indolence and dissipa

tion; ilia faces alone completely indicated the rank and 

coudition of the person depicted. Great prices are now 



ANECDOTES OF JAN BT!:!;N. 22t 

given for lhe works of this artist, though they sold for 

small sums in ni'J- life time, on account of his being 

obliged to sell upon the pressure of necessity. A .charac

teristic anecdote is related of this singular artist. In a 

picture of the crucifixion, haying introduced a numerous 

group of figures, consisting of monks, old women, and 

dogs, at the foot of the cross, he was a.o,ked to explain the 

rea.5on of such an assemblage; to which·he replied, " the 

" clergy and the old women are always tide most eager 

H in their enquiries, WlK"fl any thing curious occurs ." 

Some years since. another instance of his eccentric 

turn of mind was sakI for a considerable sum at Amster

dam, viz. a painting of the deluge, which he had deli

neated. by introdl1cing a. large Dutcla cheese, with tlle 

word Leyden inscrihed upon it, floating in the centre of 

a sheet of water, which, he said, would incontestably 

prove that all the world was drowned. The name o£ 

Jan Steen naturally introduces that of hi' great friend 
li"rancis Mieris, who was hOi'll here in 1635, and was a 

pupil of Gerard Douw, who, from the rapid progress he 

made in his studies, """d to call him the l'rince of his Dis

ciples: in rich transparency, an unusual sweetness of co

louring, and an elaborate but delicate touch, he nearly 

approached hi' illustrious master. Mieris was generally 

paid a ducat an hour for his works, and the grand Duke 
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of Tuscany paid him no less than a thousand nx <lollar. 

Ior one picture. Unfortunately for this artis-t, he con

ceived an uncommon fl~endshjp foe the drunken, droH 

Jan Steen, which frequently involved him in inconve

nience, and disgrace. An anecdote is related of l\iieris, 

in consequence of this association, which in its result did 

much honor to his feelings; being ai'CHSto111~d to pass 

whole nights with his fricn<l in thc most joyous Ulanner at 

a ta\"ern. he WQ$ returning home ,'cry late one evening 

from his company, whell he fell into a common sewer, 

which had been left open ill order to c1eansc it, where 

lIe must lutve perished, had not a coLler and his wife. 

who were in a neighbouring stall, heard his cries, and 

instantly ran to hi~ relief; having extricated him, althougb 

they were total st rangers to him, they took care of him 

for the night, and treated him with all tile kindness in tllcir 

power: the next morning their guest returned to }li ... 

lodgings, strongly impressed with the humanity and hos

pitality of hi, new friends, whom he resolve<l to reward ill 

a manner worthy of their r..onduct; and accordingly hav

ing painted a picture in his best manner, he return'ed to 

his preservers and pl't:sented them with it, telling them 

it was the production of a person whose life they had 

,preservecl, and directod them to go and offer it to his 

.friend and patron Cornelius Plaats, who would give the 
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full value for it. The woman, unacquainted with the 

real value of the present, expected only a moderate gra

tuity for the picture, and was overwhelmed with .urprize 

when the liberal purchaser paid her eight hundred tlOl'ins 

for it. The grand Duke of Tuscany offered three thollsand 

florins for a picture of Mieris, representing a lady fainting , 

and a physician relieving her. Francis Micris left. two 

sons and a grandson, all of whom were di~tinguish(' d artists . 

John Van Goyen the father-in-law of Jan Steen, was 

also an artist of great celebrity: he painted a great number 

of pictures, and his execution was martellously rapid, of 

which the follow ing curious anecdote is recorded as a 

memorable instance : Hoogstraten relates that Van 

Goyen, Knipbeq,ren, and Parcelles, had agreed ca'Ch to 

paint a picture in one day. in the presence of several 

..ther artists, their friends, to whose judgment was left 

the disposal of a considerable sum of money, siJ'bscribed 

£Or that purpose hy the contending artists, to be be

stowed upnn the person who produced the best picture 

within that period. As soon as Van Goyen took the pen

cil, without making any previous sketch, he first laid on 

the light colour of the s~, then he rubbed on several 

different shades of brown, next masses of light on 

the fore-ground in several spots; out of this chaos, he 

produced trees, buildings, water, distant hills, vessels 
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lying bc(ore a sea-port, and boats filled witli figures, with 

almOlSt magical celerity, and exquisite spirit, and finished 

the whole within the limited time, to the astonishmeut of 

the beholders. Knipbergen proc~eded with his work 

in quite a different manner, fOr instead of beginning to 

colour his canvass he sketched on his palette; the design 

lle had formed in his imaginatioll, a.nU took much pains to 

give it all imaginable correctness, every rock, tree. water

faU, and other object, was disposed in the manner it was 

jntended to be finish('d in the painting. and he attempted 

nothing more than tQ transfer the sketch upon the can

vass: this picture wa5 also finished in the time. and was 

allowed by the observers to possess much merit. The 

method ob;crved by Parcelles differed from both, for 

wJlen he took up his palette and pencils, he sat a long 

time in deep meditation upon his f)ubject, and having 

arranged his thought, he executed within the time also, 

a sea-piece, a.dmirably dtsigned and delicately finished. 

The judges were unanimous in deciding for Parc:elles, 

observing, that though the pictures of Van Goyen and 

Knipbergen were full of spirit, taste, and good colouring. 

yet in the picture by Parcelles there was equal merit ... 

well in Ule handling a., the colouring. anti more truth, all 

being .the result of great thought and judicious pre

meditation. William Vanllervelde, tbe celebrated wariDe 
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painter, was also born here in 1610: the lo~e of his arl 

induced him to remove with his family to Enp;land. on 

account of the superior elegance in the construction of 

British ships; and he was snccessively patronized by 

King Charle,\ II. and I\:ing James II. Such was his en

thusiasm, that, in order to ullite fidelity with grandeur 

and elegance. in his compositions. he would holdly advance 

in a smallliKht vesse.l into the very heat of a naval en

gagement, and make his ISketche,~ . in undaunted tranquil

lity, whilst thc- balls were fl:yin~ about him in all direr,·. 

tions, Of thi,q bold spirit lIe exhibiteu two vcry memorable 

instances, beforC' he came "to Enghmd ~ one was ill the 

.evere battle betwcen the Duke of York and Admiral 01'

dam, in which the Dutch admiral anu 503 men were blown 

up. aud the other, in that great battle, which lasted three' 

days, between Admiral Monck and Admiral de Ruyter, 

during whieh engagements Vandervelde plied between the 

.fif'ds, so that he was enabled to represent every movement 

ill the ships, a.nd every material circumstance of the ac

tion, with astonishing minu~ness and truth. There were 

formerly some good private collections of paintings in thi. 

city, but the politicAiI storms of the conntry have dis

persed them. 

About a mile from Leyden 'there is a very valuable col

GC 
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lection by .0111e of the most distinl(ui.hed Dutch and F1e

mi.~h m~tersJ belonging to l\{r. Gevers, who hao; a noble 

man~lon, alld grounds very tastefully disposed; and who

upon all occasions is happy to permit strangers to visit his. 

cabinet. and to show them every hospitality . 

Near this city, in the village of Rhynljburg~ the assem .. 

b~y ofa yery singular and equally liberal religious associa

tioll is held. the members of which are called after the 

name of the place, Rhynsburgians ~ this. meeting 'Was 

established by three peasants, who were brothers, of the 

name of John, Adrian, and Gilbert Van Code, who to au 

excellent and profitable acquaintance with farming. which 

they followed. singularly united a profound knowledge of 

languages, for which they were so celebrated, that Prince 

Maurice, and Monsieur de Maurier, the then French em

bassador, honoured them with several visits , and conversed 

with them in Latin, Greek; Italian, and French., in each of 

which they ash)ni,beu their vi.itors by the ... Huen~y and 

pronunciation: another brother. William. 1I11ed the pro

fessorship of the oriental languages ill tbe uniYer.,ity of 

Leyden. In consequence of the <hueche. being left: with ... 

out their pastors, on the e"pulsion of the remQtlstrallt 

cierI!)' in the year 1619. tire fhree first-mentioned brothers 

d.termined to supply their plaee,. and IIndertook to explaia 
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the Scriptures: they set an example of gelluine christi

anity which has been rarely displayed; ani they t.ughl 

that every olle had a right to worohip God a(coding to hIS 

own form of faith, takIng the BiLle for his guide . . Thi, 

association meet every Saturday, fer the p urpose of di

gesting the discourses of the ensuing Sunday. \\ hen, with 

the sincerest humility, one of the fraternity dl~tributes 

the bread and wine. After the morning duti •• of the 

Sabbath are passed, they reassen"lble in the evening to 

return thanks to the Almighty for his favours, and at 

the same time particularize the instances of his goojne~.i" 

On ?tIonday morning they part to attend to their 

different temporal concerns, and at their taking leaye, 

iolcmnly impress upon each other the sacred obligation, 

and the blissful rc[)ult of a perseverance ill the piou:, 

course which they have hitherto pursued" Such bene

volent and exalted principles attract persons of various 

persuasions to the meeting. who assist in its solemni

ties, and partake in the pure spirit of its devotion. The 

religion most followed previous to the revolution, was 

the presbyterian and Calvinistical; before the rc\'oiution, 

none but presbyterians were admitted into any office or 

post undel' govennpent, except in the army. The re

public, iu its earJy stages, displayed its wisdom ill making 

the calvinistical p"nuasioD predominaI)t, for the country 

GG2 
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at that period. \Va,,", too poor to ere<:t magniiiecut temples 

of wor~hip , and l'I upport a trn.in of prelate:, ill the splendor 

be&tow..::u upon them ill other l'Ountnes, which were more 

rich, and had a vopulation adequate to the -cultivation 

of tht! :~OIJ. It was of the highest consequence to Holland 

to encourage popula.tion, and they CQuid not more effec

t ually do it, than by • lioliey equally genero", and en

lightened, which offered an a-,ylulU to ali foreigners pcnoJe

cutcd for their rdigion, anu diicouraged all mOlla&tic in

~titution!:l . 

As I was olle day roving in this city, I was struck with 

the appearaucc of a small board ornamented with a con

siderable quautity of lace, with an inscription on it , fas

tened to a hou.e: upon enquiry, I found that the lady of 

the man::>io,ll , where I lSaw it, ha.d lately Jain-in, aud was then 

much illoispol>ed, and that it was the custom of the coun

try to expoJ,c this board, which contained an account of 

the state of the invalid's health, fol' the satisfaction of hel' 

cnqLJiring friends, who .were by this excellent plan informed 

of her situation, without disturbing her by knocking at 
the door, and by pensona.! enquiries, the lace I found ",as 

never di'played but. ~Jying.in <;aIeO, but without it, thl
sort of buUetin ia freqltllllbly ,pserd, in-other caseti of inditl

p9~jti()Jl amongst pe_ ,.. ~u.ilCl', 
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It i. a painful t.,k Ilot to be able .to clo.selOy account of 

this beautiful .llld celebrateli ('ity. witllout lamenting with 

the reader the dreadful accident which ~fel it on the 12th 

of Janllary ICbt. mure terriblf> anel Ut"Struttive than , " the 

horror~ of ih siege, thi? intcm~ellce of which was COmmu

nicatl'u to me very 50011 afterwards by a friend in Holland, 

.i'Jst as I had fairly written out thus far of my journal. 

About olle o'clock of that day, a ves",,1 laden with forty 

thousand pounds weigh.t of gunpowder from Amsterdam, 

dt.,:,tiiH 'd fOl' Delft, and then lymg in the Rapenburg ca

nal, by some m('ans which can nevc}' now be known. took 

lirt! and blt'w up with thc explosion of a mighty volcano, 

uy willch many hum.lreds of lives were lost, and a great 

porlioll of the city destroyed. The king, on bearing of the 

drtaUful catastrophe was scllsibly afleeted, repaired to the 

city, remained all the following night ill tbe streets, and 

was to be been w berever his prcsellce could animate the 

survivors to !o,top the progress of the flames, to dear the:: 

rubbish of fallen building., and drag from under the ruin. 

tho"" who had been covered by them: the king offered 

the palace in the wood to persons of respectability, whose 

habitation. had been overthrown by,t3e shock, until they 

co"ld secure homes to repair to; ~red tbe magis

trall.:s of tbi. devo~..city 10 "."4< II -general collection 
throughout the -.... bolc . ltingdom, >UI<i ordered 100,000 
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IIt.Mers to be paid out of the trea 'ury for the relief of the 

I quitted Leyden with O'reat reluctance, and entered on 

board the treck huyt for Haarlem, which sets off every 

two hours for tl t tow~, di tant from Leyden fifteen miles. 

The canal all the way is broad and clear, and frequently 

adorned with the yellow-friaged water-lily . Nothing 

could be more beautiful than our passage. As we ap

proached Haarl~, the villas and gardens which nearly 

all the way adorn the banks of the canal, increased in 

number, beauty, and magnitude: many of them belong to 

the most opulent merchants of Amsterdam. Haarlem 

is not so beautiful Leyden, but abounds with spacious 

ts, canals, avenu s, and handsome houses: it is about 

four miles from the sea, and fifteen from Amsterdam: on 

o side of the canal is the Haarlem meer, or lake, 

the spring water of which is so celebrated all over Eu-

for the most brilliant whiteness upon 

nd the superior property of 

hymical process. Haar

ramparts now form an 

'~:re.*,.~.III"~~~1fWt UK:a&l'l ries of this , city 

tioned; in all his 

the luxury of 
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Snow.-w·hite linen in such perfection as 

the war, Scotch and Irish linens used 
bleached, There was a considerable lJli_ladro 
and camblets, but it has experienced a 

the principal trade is bleaching threads 

inha.bitants are calculated at thirty-t 

cathedral, which is said to be the largest in the kingdom, 

though I am inclined to think that of Utrecht teSta 

was built in 1472, and the steeple, wbich is v ry hand

som~, was added in 1515. To inspect the in part or 
the building, I was obliged to apply ODe of the prin-

cipal clergymen belonging to it, who 'des in an adjoin

ing house, and attended by a lady .. r e looking • 
perhaps his wife, 01' house-keeper, I ,,",~,&(EE'tted into this 

me was enerable pile, where the first object t 
celebrated organ supported upon pil 

instrument is said to be the finest and _. 

·it occupies the whole west end of the na 

paid to the organist, and two Bori to 

world; 

. For a ducat 

the fOrmer will gratify the trav r by DllUllIUI 

unfortunately for me he w 

I did. t the cek .... , 
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eight lhousand pipes, some of which are tllil'ty-right 

feet in length, and sixte('ll inches in diameter, and has 

sixty-four stops, four separations, two shakes, two coup ... 

lings, and twch'c bellows; like o.n elephant, that with his 

proboscis can either pluck a violet or rai.'tc a trpc by its 

roob, the notes of this wonderful instrmnclIt can swell 

fl'OUl the softcst to the ~nblimtst M)\lnd~, f!'Olll the ·'Warbling 

of a distant bird to the awful tOIlC of thunucl', until the 

lUa5sy lwilding trembles in all it,; aisle:::., On every Tu("s~ 

day and Thul'~duy, a \'olllntary i.'i pIa) etl upon tIll"! organ 

fWIlI twelve till ont o'clock, when the doors of the ca

thedral are throwll ollen. 1\iany yeal's since the immortal 

Handel played upon this organ, whell tll(" organist, in 

amaZclllent, pronounced him to be an an~e1, or the devil. 

Between two of the columns which 5upport the organ. 

there is a noble emblematical alto-relievo, with three . 
figures as large a<; life, by Xavery, representing Gratitude, 

assisted by Poetry and ~.fusi('. making an offering to Piety, 

and a Latin inscription purporting that the organ was 

erected in 1138,_ at the town's expeuce, tile same having 

been built bY' Christian Muller of this city. This is the 

organ which , the good people of Rotterdam are endea~OI~ 
ing to riul: the qllfhedral, like the other churches, is 

.crowd~d 'With square wooden nianumenti, painted with· the 

.aJ:IIIll of the deceased on a ~lack ground, with tbe date of 
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their death in gold letters, but no names, in the wall 8t 

the east end of the c.hurch, II. cannon ban i. exhibited, 

which was fired into it by the Spaniards in the 16th cen
wry, during divine service. 

The walks round thi. city are Vtry beautiful, and at a 

short distance from it there is a noble wood , in which is a 

fine walk of stately elms, nearly three miles long. abound .. 

ing with beautiful ' scenery: this wood is a rival of that 

which I have described at the Hague. In this delightful 

place stands the mansion of Mr. Henry Hope, whose fa
mily has been long known for its loyalty and immcnst" 

wealth: it is said to have cost fifty thousand pounds. 

Upon the revolution taking place, this gentleman was 

obliged to seek refuge in England, to the capital of whicb 
he had previously transported in safety his magnificent 
collection of paintings. 

The villa, which is built of brick stuccoed, is modem 

and magnificent, and before the revolution was frequently 

resorted to by the Prince of Orange and his family, who 

were much "t!ached to its opulent and liberal owner, 
which he eminently merited. by having rendered them 

many important oervices. particularly in 1788. when it wu 
unsafe for him to appear on the exchange of Amsterdam 
.nthl/ut milituy protection. As the picturea were re-

JIll 
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moved, there was nothing in the internal part of the man,.. 
sion worthy of notice. 

Haarlem and its environs are more celebrated than aay 

other spot, for the beautiful flowers which it produces, the 

soil being peculiarly propitiaus to their production. 



CHAPTER x'rv. 

I.NECDOT.BI OF LAWRZNCE ~08TER-A.R.T OJ' PJUWTl!tiG IIOW DIKe

VERED-ITS ORIGUU.LITT DISPUTED-F2M.lLE FORTITVD£ AND 

PRESENCE OF )IIND-SIEGE OF HAARLEM-lI£nOlC CONDUCT OF 

THE WOMEN-BRIEF ANECDOTE OF WOUVERMANS-OF DAMBOCCIO 

-}o'J.TA.L ESFECTlIOF !lEVERE CRITICISM-A.NECDOTES Of' NICHGLAS 

BERGHEM AMD HIS TERMAGANT WIFE-OF aUYSD4A.L--ENORMoUs 

SI.VICES-APPROACH AMSTERDAM_ITS GENERAL APPEARANCE-.t 

SU:r-£ RASMUS'S 'WIIIMSJCA(, DESC RIPTION OF THAT CITY-THE 

STADT-HOUS&-IILBNCE ft1':PRESEHTBD j,g A FEMALE-THE TOWER 

-CLOCKS, SINGULA.R MODE OP ITRIK.ING TilE HQUa. 

NOT fur from the church, the spot where stood 

the house of Lawrence Coster, who lived in the middle of 

the fifteenth century, the celebrated inventor of the art of 

printing, is shewn; formerly there was a statue over the 

gO-te where he lived, with th .. ins~ription: 

MEMoal.E SACRUM 

TYPOGItAPHIA, 

ARS A.B'l'IUM OPTIMA 

COoN8EltVATRI X, 

HIe PRr.MUM INVENTA 

elReA ANNUM M ecce XL. 
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The om book be printed i. kept in tbe town-home,' in a 

.ilver case wrapt up in silk, and i. always shewn with 
great caution, as a most precious relic of antiquity. The 
glory of this transcendent diJcovery, which .pread light 
and civilization over th~ world, and formed a new epoch 

h> its history, was for a long time disputed bet .. ~ H •• r
lem, lIbyence, and Strasburg: the latter, after. labori

ous investigatioD) has renounced her pretensions, and the 

general opinion seems to be.tow the palm upon the first 

city. The mAnner in which Coster imbibed the first im
pressions of this divine discovery, is said to have been 

from his cutting tbe Mt.ers of his name on the bark of 
a tree, and afterwards pressing a piece of paper upon 

the characters, until they became legible upon it, which 

iIld'uced him to continue the experiment) by engraving 

other letters upon wood. Those early principles we"" 

1000, diffused Ulrough Frmce, with considerable improve
IQenli, by the enterprizing ability of tbe Etiennes; by 

the learned Manuti ... , " celebr.ted Venetian painter, 
and the inventor of Italian chara.cters through Italy; and 

through the Netherlands by ClJristopber Plantin, whose 
printing-office at Antwerp .... ooe of the principal orna-
menli of the town, and who .... distinguished for his .kill, 

"erudition, and prodigious wealth, created solely by '. "'"l" 

cessfuJ prose~utio .. of his ~t busiftess. 
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Mayence conte.sta tbe honor Gf the inw.ntion, but it i. 
~oeralJy believed tbat a servant of Cooter. of the name of 
Faustus, stoJe the types of bis master on a Chrislma.'l-eve, 

whilst he w .. attending his .devotions at cburch, and 6ed 

witb hi. booty to Mayence. The portrait of Coster is to 

be seen in JDOIIt of the booksellers' shops at Haarlem, and 

in other principal towns_ 

A memoraWe, but not an. unusual. instance of affection, 

and of female presence of mind, occurred in this city 

many years since, at a spot which is still shewn with no

little degree of national pride. wh.ercOil a.n antient castle 

.tood, the lord of which was severely pressed by the 

Durghers of the town, who laid siege to it, on account of 

bis tyrannical conduct t>owards them: driven. to the last 

extremity, au<! wben his lite was IIpon the point of paying 

tbe forfeit of his crimes, his lady appeared on the ram

part., and offered to surrender, provided she might be 

permitted to bring out as much of her mo.t .aluaUlt!'goolh 

'" ,I .. cfJUid carry on I,,, back; which being complied with, 

she brought her hushand out upon her shoulders, preserved 

him from the fury of the troops, and gave up to them 

pos6essi<m of the castle-thinking in the language of 
Shakspeare, 

" If I dcpon ..... I..., , ..... ot ti .. ; 
" And aD thy light to die, what wc~ it else, 
" But like a pleasant slumber in tby kp ~ .. 

lIe.rJlIV. Part 2d. A.H. 
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Biitory informs us, that Haarl<lI\1 presenWd a glorious 

e.:ample of resistance to the Spallish yoke, so heroically 

imitated two years afterw"rd. at Leyden, which experien:' 

ced a better fortune than hefel the wretched inb"bitants 

of the former city. Whilst the provinces were bravely 

apposing their invaders, a long and memorable siege in 

1573, which was car(ied on against Haarlem by' Frederic 

of Toledo, the son of the sanguinary Duke of Alva, 

during which the female inha1.Jltant., like those of .Ley

den, assi¥ted the garrison in their duties, underwent every 

rrivation, faced evelY horror, and rushed to certain de

struction in rlefeJlce of the town, with an alacrity and for

titude which have rendered them immortal in the annals 

of their country . '[hose horoines, when the garrison re

fused with indignation the .conditions which were offered 

them by the Spanish general, fGught .vith unshaken cou

rage by the side of t.he men, iu their desperate sorties 

llgainst the besieging a.rmy, and in their fury put every 

prisoner to death. whom they took in these attack.. Thi. 

unjustifiable conduct,and the derision whicb from th" 
ralUp .... t. the!' expressed of the Roman Catholic wor

ohip, inpuced the Spaniards to retort ",Jth terrible .ven

geance. III conseqllellce of:a correspoodellce which t~ 
besieged carried on with the Prince of Orange. by mea •• .ot 
carrier pigeons, . being discov~red by the Spaniards, they 
.bot every pigeon ",bich came witbin tbe re<\eh of their 
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musketry, whkh rendered the situation of the ' garrison 

hopeless, and they at length surrendered, on condition 

that the lives of the soldiers and inhabitants should be 

.pared, to which Frederic Toledo consented, entered the 

town at the head of his victorious troops, and in cold 

Wood butchered two thousand of those who had submitted 

to hi. anns, and trusted to his honor, 

Whelf it is considered, that at this period, the Spanisl> 

monarchy was predominant in Europe, that its armies 

were mighty,. its generals experienced, and its treasury 

overfl.awing~ th~ triumphant pr.owess which the Dutch. 

displayed in finally driving their powerful invaders back 

to their own frontiers, will render the Dutch name illus

uiou. as long as the record of history endures, The Dutch 

ladies have rivalled in fame the most renowned heroines 

of Greece and Rome, The Hollanders treasure up tb""" 

I\!'llant exploits in their memories, they form the favorite 

subjects of their songs. and tbe old and the young recite 

with enth...,iasm the great deeds, of their ancestors. 

The Haarlem lake which I mentioned, presented a very 

bleak and dismall<heet of water from the canal ; it i. about 

/hurteen miles long, and about the same Dumber broad. 

~said.not U> be above six feet deep, and lies betweea 
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Leyden, Amsterdam, and Haarlem.: its waters are slimy, 

and abound with eels, some of which arc of a prodigious 

SI7.e. This lake can have no charm but for a bleacher. 

The fuel used here i. Newcastle coals nnd turf. 

Having described "'hat is worthy of notice at Haarlem, 

1t would be indifference indeed. to an art which I worship, 

were I toquit this city without bri.efly advcrtillg to some of the 

principal distinguished artists which it had the llonor of 

~iving birth to. The first in chronological order was 
Philip 'Vouvermans, who was born at Haarlem in 1620, 

whose sweC'tne"s of colouring, ("om::ctnes~ of design, 
beautiful choice of ~cenery, and perfect knowledge of 

the chiaro-scuro, or as it has well been defined , of light 

and black, have excited the admiration and applause of 

posterity: the subjects which he was particularly parti.l 

to were llUntings, hawkings, encampments ofannies, far

riers' shop., and all those scenes that admitted of his in
troducing hone., whicb he painted to great perfection. 
Notwithstanding his transcendent merit, for a considerable 

period he met with no encouragement, and encountered 

many ditliculties which greatly depresseil his spiritO, of 

"hich the p;ctu ...... met"Cliants knew how to take ~ 
ungete"'.... advanttge: at ~ be ..... relieved trOttl 
hi. 'Indigence ' mKI depenilltiu:e, by the bounty Of hi. 

confeasor. who seeing his uncommon genuis, was resolvbi 
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to the extent of his power, to extric.atc.! it from the odious 

s.hacklcs which ellcllrnbereo it, and accordingly advanced 

him six hundred guilders, by a judiciou'i application of 

which he emancipated himself "from his cmbarra'isments: 

he uow doubled the price of his picture~ , and wali enabled 

to give his daughter a marriage portion of twent.y thou

band guildl'fs. A'i ~oon as he was enahled to repay his 

confes!)or, he sent the sum he had borrowed, accompanied 

with a chef-d'reuvrc of his works, repre,eniing hili holy 

benefactor in the character of St. Hulwrt kn('(']jn~ before 

hi~ horse. AU connoisr;eurs agree that this pictnre ili the 

Jinc.'>t he ever painted " ""uun'>rmans r('sided in the Baken

eS.!Icgragt, a ~hort dibtance from the church. The de

pres:,ioll of mind which his early uisappointments excited. 

never quitted this great artist: a few hours before lH~ 

-died, he ordered a box filled with his studies and de3igns 

to be burned, saying, " I was so long uttrewarded for 

" my labours, that I wish to prevent Illy son from beiug 

" allured by these designs, to embrace so unproffilsUlg 

If and uncertain a profession as mine." 

The works of \V ouvermans and Bamboccio were COJl

tinually placed in competition by the best judges of art, 

:and the latter having painted a picture which w,," much 

·admired, John de Wilt prevailed "pon Wouvermans to 

faint the oame subject, which he executed in a brilliant 
, , 



manuer: 

to ,'etllcr 
" 

~r.VF.nE CnITIcrnrS. 

tlJC' 'IC pid lIre~ were 50011 afterwards exhibited 
to the puhli(" anti De \Vilt, whcn the room 

ill which t1lt'y wt:r~ placed, was exceedingly crowded, 

exclaillled ill a loud voice. "all Ollr connoisseurs seem to 

" prefer the works of those painters "ho have studied at 

" Rome; but behold 110W far the "'ork of Wouvermans 

" who ncn~r .saw Rome, surpasses the production of him. 
" who resided there se,:rral year~ ," This observation, which 

'Was. rect'ivecJ with gencral app·roba..tion. anu seemed to 

receive the fi3.t of the company, so deeply affected the de

Jicate spirih of Bamboccio J that it largely contributed to 

h.urrv hiJn to his ~ravc. . . 

The justly celebrated Nicholas Berghem, was born nere 

in 1624, and studied nnder his rather, an ineonsidenwle 

paintf:f. whose name W~ Van IJaarlem. which Berghem 
exchanged in the following whimsical mauner: whilst he 
wa. a pupil of John Van Goyen, who was very fond of 

him, hi. father was one day pU<'Suing him in the street, to

give him correction fOf some pecca.dHlu, when his master 
seeing his father gaining upon him rapidly, cried out to. 
some of his other scholars, Berg-hem! which signifies hide 

him; from which circumstance he obtained and kept that 

name. The distinguishing characteristics of Berghem'lI 

pictures are"breadth, and just distribution of tbe lights, t~ 

grandeur of his masses of light, and shadow, the naturai 
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attitudes of his figures, expressive of their sc,rcral cha

racters, the just gradation of his distances, the brilliancy, 

harmony, and transpa.rency of his colouring, the correct

n{ Sl and true perspective of his design. and the elegance 

of his composition, aud his subject., howevt"r various, are 

all equally admirable. This great man had the calamity 

and the infatuation, to nmke an offer of his hand and heart 

to the daughter of one of the malters under whom he 

studied , when he left Van Goyen. of the name of 

Willis, who proved to be one of the most c1amorous and 

~ordid termagants that Holland, or pt"rhaps any other 

country ever produced; by the terror of her tongue, and 

the fury of her manner, she forced him to slave at his 

ea\icl without intermission, from the break to the departure 

of day, and frequently all night long, without permitting 

him to have the disposal ofa single guilder without her con

sent: amidst t1~is domestic broil, poor Berghetn never lost 

hi:i temper, he sung. whilst she scolded, as if he thought 

AnJ do you teU me of. woman's tonp, 

'l'h::tt gives not half 60 great a blow to bear 

As will a (heiRut in D. farmer's 6re 1 

TarninK Df tlte Shre'Of), .iet I. SCtne 3. 

In this increasing state of internal broil, this artist pro

duced some of the finest effusions of his pencil: he was 

iingutar)y curious in purchasing the finest prints and de

I I 2 
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signs of the Italianmastcl's. to improve his own taste, 

which ant'\" hi.., death sold for a large sum of money: by 

his ind('jati~llbi e industry, he produced an amazing l1um

hf'T of picture<;, ,dlicil now are rarely to be purchased, alld 

then only for prQ(llgious prices. 

The last that I shall ment.ion is Jacob Ruysdaal, who 

was born here in IG3fit and was the bosom friend of Berg

hem , who imparted to him much of the spirit which 

adorns his O\\lJ work.:" No pall1ter ever posses.."ied a 

greater share of public admiration than Ruysdaal. a re

putation which has remained unimpaired to this hour. 

His works are di~tinguishable by a natural -and most de

lightful tone of colour; by a free, light, firm, amI spirited 

pencil, and hy a ~ppy choice of situation. He was fond of 

illtroducing water into his paintings, and he was equally for

tunate in relN'esenting the tumultuous foam of the torrent, 

as the pellucid transparency of the canal. Ruysdaal Wa.HUt 

off at the age offorty-five. Since the removal of Mr. Hope's 

collection, there is no private cabinet of pictures in or 

Ileal' Haarlem ~orthy the attention of the traveller. There 

is, however, a cabinet of natural history, said to be the finest 

in Hoiland, which was formed by Doctor Van Marum, 

,.j1,OS8 electrical .'If'lyimenh h .... « ascertained that the 

~h of ~mal. is coinoi~ with the cC$atioia of i ..... 
tability: this museqrn ~ well arranged a.cmN~ ~ 40. 
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Linn~an system. I heard of nothing more to detain the 

traveller at IIaarlem. The canal from lIaarlelll to Am

sterdam is dear and spacious, and nearly straight for th<' 

first four miles, at the lesseuing enu of which the former 

(pity has a very a~reeahle appearance; but I was surprised 

to flUd so very few country-houses, and scarcely an ubject 

that .denoted ow' approach to the renowned capital of the 

kingdom, and, as it has been aptly called, " the great 

,~ warehouse of the world." 

About half-way we cha~ed boats, and crossed the enor

JUOUS i-Iluices which protect the country from inundation 

in this part: we passed over the .".-aters of the I-Iaarlem 

Meer and of the river Y. so called from its form re

sembling that letter, being a branch of tbe Zuyder Zce. 

Tbe only object worthy of notice -thus far was a large 

stone bui1ding~ called the Castle Z",'anenburg, the resi .. 

dence of the directors 01 the dykes and water-work. of 

Rhynlancl. The cost of cOllstruding and repairing the 

sluices is paid out of the general taxes. The country 

here is four or live feet below the level of the river Y. 

which, however, IS rendered pt"rfedly 'nnocuou. by the 

lU:jay and prodigious dams before mentioned, the construc

tion a.od preservation of which i>1a.ce tbe indefatigable enter

prj .. and industry of ,be lIollander in an eminent point 

.tw-. 
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I reached Am,terdalll just aller the gates had been c1oseel, 

but my ('omrnissaire and I were admitted upon paying 

a few stivers. As, soon as we had entered, every object 

denoted a vast, populous, and opulent city: every street, 

and I passed through a great number before I reached my 

hotel, W3o; tolerably well lighted, but in this respect infi

nitely inferior to Lonuon. At length, after traversing the 
city about two miles and a half, I reaehed the principal 

hotel, called Am ... terdam 'Vappen, or the Arms of Am

stenlam, which, in point of ulagnitude and accollllllodation, 

may vie with the first hotels in our own metropolis. Here, 

alter an excelient slipper of fish, which the Dulch dress 

to admiration, and some porter, which was an excellent 

imitation of that description of beverage for which Lon

don is so justly renowned, I found a sopha bed prepared 

for me, with curtains pendent from the centre, in the 

}"rench taste, which much prevails in the internal arrange

lDent of the houses of this great city. 

In the morning I was awakened by tlte chi.mes of some 

ot the churches, which in softness and sweetncs.~ resembled 

!he distant sounds of a harp. Although it was seven 

o'clock, upon looking from the window, I beard the hUIIl 

and bebeld the bustle of busilles. which in other CGuotrieS 

~~raderise mid-day. Uoder the agreeable influence of II; 

brilliant, cloudless .ky, I descended into tile street, "m\ 

mingled with the aclivo, ant-like multitude, every member 



A SLEY.' 247 

of which pte;ented a physiognomy (ull (J( thought and 

c':alculation: gold, gold. st:emed to be tht: only object: 

---'ThaI y.'llow slave 

'ViII kuit, and bmak religilllls; biNi the accursed,; 

Make the hu.u kprosy adorcJ; place thieves, 

And give them tille, kua-, I\ud "IJProbatioltJ 

" 'ith senators on the b(·ncb. 

TImon of Athens, Act IV. Setae S. 

The first circumstance that atl'ord.d novelty was, that 
amidst all the bustle I seldom met with any carriages on 

':Vh.eels to augment the noise of the scelle. Upon enquiry 

I (ound, that, by the police laws of Amsterdam, wheel

c81'l'iages are liluited to a certain llumber. which is very 

inconsiderable compared with the size of the city. from an 

apprehension that an uncontrollied use of them might ha

zard the foundation of the houses, most of which are built 

upon piles; for nearly the whole of the ground on which 

this vast city stands was formerly a morass. A carriage, 

called by the Dutch a sley, and by the French a traineau, 

or, on account of its solemnity, un pot de chambre, is used 
.It' . • ~ 

in their room; it ii the body ofa coach fastened by ropes on 

a.ledge, and drawn hy one horse; the driver walks hy the 

side of it, which he holds with one- hand to prevent its 

falling over, and with the other the reins: nothing can be 

JI)Ore melancholy than this machine, which holds four per

SODS, moves at the rate of about throe miles an hour, and 
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set"OlS more like the equipage of an hospital, than a vehicle 

in which the observer would expect to find a merry face ~ 

yet in this manner do the Dutch frequently pay visits and 

take til£' air. It was in allusion to the forest fiJUlldation 

of this wonderful placC', that Erasmus sportively observed, 

when lie first visited it, that he had reached a city, the in

hahitants of which. like crows, lived upon the top~ of 

tr('cs; anJ another wit {'ompared AmsterJa.In to Venice, 

on account of both having woodell leg.;;. 

Amsterdam is situated on the rivers Y anti Amstei, from 

the latter of which it deriv("s its name; it is about nine 

miles and a half in circumference, of a semicircular form. 

surrounded with a fosse about eighty feet wide, and a ram

part faced with urick, which is in several places djsmantled, 

and twenty-six ba~tions: it has also eight nohle gates of 

stone, and severa-I draw-brjdges: the population is esti

mated at three hHmlred thou.and. In 1204, with the ex

ception of a small castle, not a building was to be seen 

upon thescite of this great city. whicb, from being at first a 

t"'tty village of fi.h&men, dilated in the lap'e of y""rs, 

and by the enterprize and indu"try oftlle inhabitant., into 

a magnificent capital. which, at Jength, upon t11e shutting 

up -of the navigation of the Scheid, added the commerce 

of Antwerp to it. own, and becal1le the great emporium 

-of the world. Neitller here, nor in any of the cities or 
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towns in Holland, through which I passed-, is a stranger 
annoyed by barriers, l,roductions of passports, or any of 

those disagreeable ceremonies which distinguish the police 

ef many other countries. In Holland a foreigner nnda hi. 
loc~motive uisposition as little restricted, or encumbered 

by municipaJ regulations, as in England. Canals intersect 

nearly the whole of this city, adorned with avenues of 

stately elms. Many of the houses are very splendid, par

ticularly those in 'Kiezer's gragt, or Emperor's street, and 

Heeren gragt, or Lords' street, where there are many man

,ions; which, were they not so much conrealed by the fan of 

tbe trees before them, "ould have a very princely appear

ance. Many ofthe .hops are also very handsome, particu

larly those belonging to jewellers and print-sellers; iu the 

windows of the latter prints of the illustrious Nelson, 

and of our marine victories, were exposed to view. The 
druggists here, and in other parts of Holland, usc as a 

sign a huge carved head, with the mouth wide open ... 

placed before the shop "iudo"s; sometime, it rudely rc

!iembles a Mercury's head, at others it i, .urmounted by 

Il fool'. cap. This clumsy and singular sign i; called de 

gaaper, tbe gaper I what anlllogy it bears to l'hy;ir I could. 

!Wt learn: it •• very liltely to have originated in whim and 

eaprice. Sortie of the shOp board., coiled uitbailg b0nlen. 

IiM'~ ridiculoUs verse. iDS<.'\'ibed upon them. 

KK 



~---~-~ -
THE ~ADT- OUSE . 

,first place my curio ity led me ,to was the Stadt .. 

:'IlOUIe, whi h is unquestionably a wonderful edifice, con .. 

.siderin~ that Holland furnishes no stone, . and that the 

foundation of the b iJding was boggy; the latter cir

cums rendered it nece sary to ha ve an a rti ficial 

foundation of e.'traordinary con truction and magnitude, 

and accordingly it rests upon thirteen thousand six hun

dred aad ninety-five massy trees, or piles, dIe first of 

ow 'ch was ,driven on t.he 20th of January, 1648, and the 

last on the 6th of October following, when the first stone, 

'With a suitable inscription, was laid; and seven years after

wards the ditferent colleges of magistrates took formal pos

session of the apartments allotted for their respective of

fices, but at this time the roof and dome were not com ... 

pleted ~ the expence of this mighty edifice amounted to 

two millions, sterling. The principal architect was J~hn 

Van Kampen, who acted under the controul of four bur

gom ters. The area in which it stands is spacious, and 

was till lately called Revol tie plein; it is disfigured by 

the prombdty of the waag, orweigb-house, a very old shabby 

building. The form of the Sta use is square, its front 

is two hundred and eighty-two feet, its depth two hundre~ 

and fifty-five, and its height one hundred and sixteen. I~ 

baa v.en small porticoes, representative of the seven pro

vinces; the want of a grand entrance is a great archi,tec-

t defect) which immediately ~c~te& the I~ril!e of 
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traveUer; but it was so constructed from the wary pre .. 

cautionary foresjght of the magistrates who had thp. super

intendance of the building, for the purpo e of preventing 

free access to a mob, in case of tumult. 

One of the first apartments which attracts the atten

tion is the tribunal, on the basement floor; in thi 

room, prisoners who have been found guilty of capital of

fences are conducted to receive the awful sentence of the 

Jaw; the entrance is through a mass folding door, de

. corated with bras emblems, indicative of the purpose to 

which the chamber is applied, such as Jove's beams of" 

lightning, and flaming swords-under which ~e two lines 

from Virgil, 
" Discitc J u tiiiam moniti 

cc Nt non tcmnere Divos." 

, 

Above, between the rails, are the old and new city arm", 

"and at tile bottom are death's-heads and bones. The whole 

o"f the interior is composed o£ white marble; OR the south 

and north are two rows of fluted pilasters, one above an

other; on the west side are statues representing four nude 

women, supporting the cornices which crown the pilas
ters: two of these figures conceal their faces ),Itb their 

bauds, as indicative of shame: in the copartments betwe 

are basso-relievos, representIng the judgment of Saloma ; 

Zaleucus, t :. Locrian king, tearing out one of his eyes, to 

KK2 
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saye one of fl il: ;;on's, who had been condemned to 10M 
both for ad1lltery, by a law made ex!,re"ly against that 

crime hy his father; and J uniu') Brutus putting his sons to 

dC'::tlh. Abm'(:' these are flgures representing Romulus and 

nt;mu') drawing milk f!'OlD the slit· wolf, and also of Jupi

ter: the heau of Meuu, a upon the shield of Palla; is very 

findy ex(:'cutcd . In the north. under a seat of white mar .. 

hlc, is a plac(' for the secretary, who pronounces the fatal 

sC'ntence, when the magi . .,trates appear in their robes at a 

~aJlery on the we,t side. On the fore part of the judgment 

~eat is a fine marble- statue of Silenc(', which Dutch gal

lantry represents under the form of woman, seated on the 

ground, with her finger on her mouth, and two children 

weeping: over a death's-head. On each side of this seat are 

serpents writhing fOtmd a tree, each with an apple in his 

mouth; the same ornaments abo de-corate the ~ ldcs of the 

door: above the seat is a statue, raised on a black marble 

pedestal, representing the city of Amsterdam as a virp:in, 

guarded by a lion 011 each side; above the head of the 

figure is an imperial crown, protected by a spread eagle; on 

.ach side of the pedestal are Neptune and Glaucus, repre

sentative of the rivers Y and Amstel, and a little higher ire 

the arms of the four burgomasters, in whose magistracy 

tile fir.t stone of this building was laid, gracefully con

heeted by festoon •. On the pedestal is an inscription in let

ttrs of gold, commemorative of the laying of tbe tirst stone 

of the buildillg , 
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The principal bas-reliefs and ornAment. in this room, and 

other parts of this edifice, WPre made hy Artus Qudlinus, 

a celebrated statuary of Antwerp. When the awful doom 

"f the Jaw is to be pronounced,. the criminal is brought 

into this hall guarded, and nothing is omitted iu point oi 
solemnity to impress OJ1 the mind of the delinquent and 

the spectators the awful consequences of vio1ating the law.s. 

of the country. 

A thorough knowJedge of human nature dictated the 

policy of placing this hall on the ground-floor, the brazen 

door of which opens into a thoroughfare passage through 

the Stadt-house. I never passed hy this door without 

seeing nwnbers of the lower orders of people gazing through 

the rai ls of it upon the emulcmatical objects wilhiu, aud 

apparently in melanchOly meditation, reflecting upon tl,e 

purposes to which tllis iJall is applied, and UpOll the 

ignominious results of dcvjating from the paths of virtue. 

On one ~ide of tIlls chamber is a grand double staircase, 

which leads to the Burghers'. or Marble Hall: it 15 120 

c.,ct IOllg, about 57 broad, aud 80 high, and is cntirely 

composed of white marble, .. are the galleries, whid. 

are 21 fe(:t wide on each side, into which the entrances 

to the different courts of justice, the chamber of domains, 

,,( insurance, of orphans, the council-room, the ollioos o£. 
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tbe banI., &c. open. Tins magnificent room and the sus
~punujng hrallerie'i were seen to great advantage, on ac'": 

count of their baving been cleaned prevIOus to the coro

nation of the king, wbich was intended to have taken 

place III it about a tn<>nth after I visited it. A great num

ber of workmen had been eruployed in scraping. washing, 

3.luJ, polishing their marble sides for several months, and 
their appearance was equally grand and beautiful: tbe 

bronze gates and railing which form the grand eutrance of 

the hall are massI', yet oxqui.itcly executed: over this 

entrance is a colonnade of Corinthian pillar,:, of red and 

white marhle. At ono end is a colossal figure of Atlas 
supporting on his &houlders the globe, attended by Vigi

lance and Wi.dom. The roof is painted with allegorical 

figures. Upon the 800r, the celestial and terrestrial globes 

are dclint!ated in brass and various coloured marbles, ar

mnged in three large circles, 22 feet diameter j the two 

external onf"S representing the Jlemispheres of the earth, and 
the center the planisphere of the heavens. 

The Burgomasters' Cabinet, as it is still called, is a hand
sowe apartment, the entrance of whi.h i. adorned with 
sowe beautiful carving, emblematical of the use of tbe 

apartment. The chilOlley-pier.e in this room, representing 

the triumpbs of Fabiua M;I;<1mua, j, worthy of notj~e .. 
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To the left of the Burgomasters"chamber is. gallery, ten 

feet deep and thirty broad, where, after the ringing of a btll 
to give notice, all proclamations, Jaw sentences, and mu

nicipal regulations, aTe promulgated. 

The chamber of the treasnry ordinary contains a picture 

of Mary de Medicis as large a, life; a chart of Amster

dam as it appeared when first walled round in 1482; and 

on the bookcases are some curious effigies of tlle anticnt 

Earls and Countesses of Holland. 

The Burgomasters' apartment is 45 feet broad and SO 

deep~ and is in my opinion the handsomest room in the 

Stadt-house. The marble chimney-pieces are enriched 

with many exquisitely sculptured basso-relievos by De 

Wit; but its chief ornament is two paintings; one by 

Ferdinand Bol, representing Curins at his rural repast; 

and the other, Fabricius in the camp of Pyrrhus, by 

Flink. From this room there is passage to the Execution 

Chamber, or the Chamber 0/ the last Prayers, where crimi

nals condemned to death take leave of their priest, ant! 

pass through a 'Window, the lower part of which is of wood, 

to enable its being opened level with the floor to the scaf

fotd;which is ~on.tiucted on the outside, opposite to tbe 

weigh-bouse, and wbich is raised a. high as this part of 

the building. There is nothing in this room worthy of 



1I0tice, except its mell>ncholy appropriation. From this 
room we were conducted to the council chamber, which is 

"? wide and j() deep, where there is a very large painting 
by Jacob de Wilt, representing Moses and the seventy 

dder. of Israel. Above the chimney-piece to the north is 

a very fine picture by Flink, the subjec~ Solomon im

ploring hea"ell for wisdom. Above this is a scriptural 

subject, a noble prod.oetion, from the pencil of Bronk_ 

horst. Some of the basso-relievos whicll adorn various 

parts of tlti. rOOIll, .culpturcd by De Wit, are exquisitely 
Jine, particularly a hive of bees, a clock, a sieve and a 
lamp, a pen and ink-hom. It would puzzle Ii. magician 

to interpret m .. ny 'of the aUt!~orical devices, but they are 
all beautifully executed. 

In the chamber for marriages, and inJuries, there is, n0-

thing to arrest the attention of a visitor one ntinute. III 

Holland, marriage being a civil contract, lV hen .agreed 
upon in Amsterdam, it is alway • . first performed .before 
the magist ... tes in thisroum, ..... thout whose nat . the cere

mony would be invalid; tbe·clergyman,·:aocording to . the 

religion of the parties, perfonns his .mnctiolJll afterwards. 

'l'J.is",om isalso caJJed, amongst the lower. orden of-people, 

the &oIding Chambtr, on account of. the irritability frd" 
quelltly displayed here hy parties of:thal c1"" ...... henthey 

come to .,blain redress·Jor small ·~, We were aIIo 
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led through the chamber for sea aft'airs, the morc.rs' hall, 

the painters' chamber, and the room but little suite,\ to 

the treasures which it contains, i'i a very long picture by 

Vandyke. in which there is a !-!rcy head of an old Ink;}, of 

matchless excellence, which the observer calinot but retire 

from with regl}!t. The burgomasters of Amsterdam were 
offered seven thousand florins for this head alone, to be 

cut out from the rest of the pidul'e. There i, also a large 

picture by Vanderllelst, representing a fc""t given by the 

burgomasters of Amsterdam to the embassadors of Spaill, 

on accouut of the peace or l\·funster, which closed a 

,,'ar that had lain waste the Netherlands for eighty 

years; and many other large ami fine paintin~~ by Rubens, 

Jordaans, and Otho Venills. It is a matter of surprise, 

that after Holland submitted to tllC I"re-nch arn.IS, the~c ex

quisite productions l)hould be pel1uittcd to remam upon 

the walls which they have so long adorned. 

In the great, or council of Wdr chamber, there are some 

good paintings representing the antient train-bands, and 

officers in ,then- proper costume i many of which are por .. 

traits. ,10 the ecoretary's office; a handsome room, amongst 

other decoratiQ1l1I, is " basso-relievo of Si/ .... , which the 

Dutch are""" fond of repreoenting und.r the form of a 
.......... { T pon my oboerviug to a Dutchman, that in En!(

laRd 1IIleb .. compliment had never been .pud to my own 
] , 1, 
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lovely eountrywomen, he replied-" Yes, but do you not 

" notice that the statuary bas placed the finger 0: the 

" lady upon her moutb, as if he thought that no one of 

" the sex, not eYen a Dutch female, could preserve silence 
" without keeping her lips forcibly together with her fin

"ger." The convenience of having nearly,jU1 the princi

pal public offices, and courts of justice under one roof, 
is very great; the size of the kingdom, and the simplicity 

of its public transactions, render such a concentration 

more easy of accomplishment in Holland than in England. 

Before we ascended to the dome, We were introduced 

into the g=t magazine of arm., which extend. the whole 
lengtll of the front and part of the sides of this vut pile: 

it contains a curious and valuable collection of antient and 

modern Dutch arms. Some colours which the French took 

from the Spaniards have been lately added, as a present from 
the king to this city. a donation which could not fail af

fording great gratification to a people, who to this hour 

hold the Spanish nation in abhorrence. The prospect from 

the tower, or dome, is very fine and extensive, command .. 

ing the whole of tbe city and its en'rirons, crowded with 

windmill., the river Y filled with ships, the ~uyder :lee, 

the Amst.el, the Haarlem lake, and the quarter contl!ining 

the gardens, the admiralty, and ships of war on the stock •. 

From this elevated .pot we were nearer tbe brouse Dgurea 
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which adorn the front, representing Justice, Wealth, and 

Strength, and which are of an enormous size: on the other 

side is a collossal bronze statue of Atlas supporting the 

world, executed in a masterly manner. The tower contains 

a vast number of bells , the largest of which weighs he

tween six and seven thousand pounds ; lbe carillons in thill 
dome are remarkably sweet, they play every quarter of 

an bout' 'an agreeable air, which is executed to admira,... 
tion. An excetJent cariUoneur is engaged to entertain the 

citizens of Amsterdam three times a week; the perfection 

to which he has brought his performance can only be ap

preciated by those who have heard it . The brass barrel 
by which be plays is seven feet and a half in diameter, 

and weighs Ib"r thousand fOllr hundred and seventy-foUT 

pounds. The docks strike the full hour at the half hour, 

tnd upon the expiration of the full ho"r, repeat it upon. 
a bell of a deeper tone. 

I. L Il 



CHAPTER XV. 

J)VNGEONS IN THE STADT-HOUSE-TREATMENT OF THE PllI&ONEft!

lULL OP JU!TICE-TRE TORTURE-CRIMINAL TRiAL6-CAl'lTAL 

PUKI8BM£N1'-.UifX:POT& or J. JU.L£FACTOR-THE BANIl-l'n FOR

MER AND PRESENT STATE-POPVLAR TU~VI.T-ErFf.:CTS 0.' PJFFU-

8 1'\:£ EDUCATION-rUBLIC FETE AT 4.\t !;TERD.U(-DANCHlIG DVTt:K· 

MEN-TH'£ BEG\11N'£I-LADIES OF nOLLAND-HOUSE RENT-THE

W4TU ,QF J.MSTERI).I,M. 

BY considerable interest, and with 'much dif

ficulty, I was admitted to see the prioon .hiM occupies 
olle of the courts of the Stadt-house, on two sides. of 

which, below ground, <are the dungeons, to which the 
gaoler conducted us by a lamp: a. a place of confine

JU€llt nothing can be more secure7 and as a place of 
punishment more horrible. After descending a dreary 

flight of steps, and passing through a long narrow 
plISsage, midway vast double doors, thickly plated with 

iron, were opened, through which we entered, and at .the 

end were stopped by two other maBSY doors which, upon 
being unbolted, led to a row of. subterranean dungeons. 

In the first, by the faint light of a rush candle, I dis

cerned the emaciated figlU'e of a man who lied been con-
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yicted of robbery, attentively reading: he ju; t turned 

from his~{)ok to look at U~ a moment, and then returned 

to it: he was condemned to iohahit this cell alone for life ,

In the next were two young men who, in the forms of 

Dutchmen, seemed to carry thp ela,ti." souls of Frenchmen, 

that bend to and carol under every human misery; for jJl 

this gloomy abode, in which one would suppose resignation 

would turn to despair, they were whistling and waltzing 

in the dar.k j whilst in the third were sc\'eral women and a 

young girl, the latter about fifteen, confined for havIJI/: 

di,played an early, and rather ,too violellt a fondneu for 

the la",·s -or naklre. These miserable being,. were also in 

dark~ except when they closely approached the vast 

do .. ble bars ,,.hi.a el'Ossed the windows of their cells, 

whell ~hey were enabled to 'behold a little li~ht, which 

wntly _,'hed them through so"", low oblong apertures 

on the opposite side of the passage, thickly guarded by 

similar massy bars, just raised above the level of the 

oourt. into whioh these.poor wretc11e6 are never permitted 

.tQ walk; for, deplorable to relate, from the first minute 

of their commitment till their fate is finally fixed, ,th", 

are. never suffered to quit their gloomy abodes but to ap

iJe'lr before tlleir judges in the -adjoining hall, 'Where tbey 
• 

undergo priYIW: exaftliDlltions, and at 1et1t;th ' a 'CIo.e trill!, 
~h!' crimea with which these laUer unhappy t>rison~"" 

atoqd, ,*"lI"~were not of,a very mahgn..,t nature;' yet 
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were they, evell before the guilt of some of them was estab

·lished, cutoff from light and air,and immured In region. 

fit only to be a receptacle for the dead. I need scarcely 

inform the reader t hat their appearance when they pressed 

towards the grating. when alone they were distinguishable, 

was in a lrigh deb""'" squalid and sickly. 

None of these miserable wretches were loaded with 

irons; they would, indeed, llave been a very unne

£eS1alY augmeutation of cruelty. for tlothin~ but the 
mjr"""leus interlerence of an angel could have burst 

their p,isoo-doors, which were doubly cased with iron, 

and fastened with enormous bolts and locko,· whilst" the 

walls of the cells were cased with ponderous masonry, 

through which, if a prisoner had the means to penetrate, 

he woult! afterwards h...., to encounter all the earth upon 
which the rest of the Sta.dt.-boll8e stood. The gaoler shewed 

us some irons of a particular constructioll, and a board 

which faatened round the neck and one hand, for Pefrac

tory coroiDals, but be assured me they had not been used 

tor many years. 

Tile principal secretaJy d tA. magistraey shewed me 

the ball f>i justice, Which was also furmerly the torture

clwnlou. Here the mioenhle .uWerer, wI", ~used to 

eo""-~ gu&it. at the pleasure of 1Ii.t btllbaroua judge, 
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underwent a variety of torments; amongst othp.rs, it was 

usual to, fasten his hands behind his neck, with a cord 

which passed through pullies fastened to a vaulted ceiling. 

by mean. of which he was jerked up and down, with leade .. 

weight, of fifty pounds each lashed to his feet, until an

guish overpowered his senses, and a conf~ion of ~ilt 

was heard to quiver on hit; lips. Some of the iron-'\\'ork 

hy which this infamous process was effected was still 

adhering to the walls. This ferocious and stupid practice 

was only abolished in the year 1798. This room i. 

f'ntirclv of stone, low, and vaulted; the windows are 

small, and guarded by vast double bars of iron, and the 

whole is very little better than a large dungeon. A bar for 

the prisoner to a.ppear at, a seat for the witness, for Duly 

one is most judiciously admitted at a time; a table and 

raised seats for the judges, and lower ones for the olIic .... 

attached to the tribunal, fonn all the arrtLIlgements of this 

t;loomy seat of justice. The priooner is permitted ta have 

.. cou_llorta plead hi. cause, and no strangers areadlUitted 

on any account. Three days are suffered to elapse be

tween the sentence and its execution in capital cases; dur. 

ing which the prisoner is allowed whatever refreshment he 

may chooae ; aD indulgence which, from the state of the 

appetite at ouch ,a period, ",Idom ruOll the state into. much 

expenee. Public punilhmentsare inflicted four times in the 

course of the.year. On these occasio~ a vast sc.affoW i8 
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erected, as I have mentioned, in the great area between the

stadt-house aud the weighillg or custom-hou&e. upon alt:vel 

with the fir,t floor of the furmcr building, through whick 

the criminals enter to the spot assigned for them to receive 

their pilflishment: thol::ic who arc to be whipped recc::ive 

that puni~hmeDt with considerable severity) alld afC not 

permitted to retire tilHhose who are to die have ,uffered 

death, which is intIicted by decapitation with the . word or 
• 

hanging. though the latter is mo:,t frequent. On tlIC1:)C 

melancholy occasions, the chief magi:,trates attend in their 

robes, and nothing is omitteu to augnwnt the solt'mnity of 

the scene. 

In consequence of its being expected that though a cul

prit is to suffer death, he is to receive the fatal stroke ill 

the preci:;e mode prescribed by 1 he law. a magistrate who 

presided at the eXt:cution of a murderer a few years since, 

had nearly subjected himself to a sevC;!re puni. ... hment. Tht: 

guilt of the crimillal was aggrava.ted by cruelty. ana 

be was condemned to lose his life hy decapitation, in which 

case the law directs that it shall be severed by one stroke 

of the sword: previous to his quitting tbe chamber of the 

last praye'1" he laid a wager with a friend .who attended 

him, that ,be had suggested -'"l ex.pedie!'t by which the 
executioner .hould not be able to perform his office; and 

accordingly, the moment he knelt to rO$fi,; the fatal 



J.NEcnOTF: OF A MAJ.EJ·' AGTOIL 

lIItrokc, he rolled hhi hrad in every direction so violC'nlly , 

and so rapidly, that the executionrr could not slrike him 

with any prouability of uccollatiug him at OJJ(: bJow; and 

after mallY fruitless aims, was comp('\!cd to renounce tIte 

attempt. The officers who were entrusled to sr.r to ' the 

(:xecution of the sentence were in the greatest dikUlIll<l; 

in vain did they try by argument to persuade the fellow 

to remain ,';till, and quietly have his head taken off; he 

was remanded back to prison, and after an hour's delibe

ration, the presiding magistratt·, upon his OWl} responsi

bility. ordcl"td the gallows to be brou~ht out, upon 

which he caused him to be executed. The judges and 

lawyers took alarm, and half the city felt as if the mur

.derer had been murdered; and nothing but the high cha

racter, rank, and influence of the magistrate, by whose 

resolute orders tbe miscreant at length paid tbe forfeit of 

his life, preserved him from the most unpleasant conse

quence5 for enforcing the spirit of the law after a different 

f .. hion fr<>m that prescribed. Capital punishments are 

very rare: four malefactors were executed ill 1799, and 

nine since. The Dutc;h entertain a frightful opiniun of 

the criminal Ia .... of England, which they con,i.!er very 

sanguinary, from the great llumber of delinquents who are 

""i1lually put to d~ath there. 
The strong apartments which formerly contained the 

vast t,easurea of the bank, and the offices attached to that 


