
~66 TilE BANK. 

wealthy COllCCrJI, arc on the ground-floor, where several' 

c1erks are employed to- transact the business of that cclc .. 

hratcd establj,,,ment. From the wise measurc~ auopteu by 

the king, who made, a!l I have before observed, the r'C­

cognition of the national debt one of the first measures­

of hi" gov~rntnent, the national creditor has no apprehen­

stong. Defore the war, this in~ titution, which was a bank 

of clepo:,it, was supposed to tontain the greatest <\uantity 

of bullion in the world, and popular credulity dwelt with 

ostentatious rondncso;; upon the extent of its accum\llated 

treasnres, which they resembled to a PCFuvian mine; 

its pile of precious metals W'a~ valued at the ~normou~ 

sum of forty millions. The regulations which govemtd 

deposits made in this bank were as follow: the person 

depositjn~ eash or bullien received a credit in the books 

for the amount, and a rect>ipt for the same, which ex­

pired at the end of six months, was given, renewable upon 

paying a small per centage for warehouse rent: if such· 

receipt expired before the money or bullion was redeemed, 

neither the one nor the other could be afterwards re­

moved, but for it an equivalent in bank credit was given; 

which receipt could afterward. be cOllverted into cash in· 

the market. Anothe. regulation was, that not a ftorin of< 

the cash or bullion invested should ever he removed by 

way of loan. 'fhis compact between tho bank MId 

the creditor was always considered inviolable. A r .... 
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mOUf ""as circulated, with equal celerity and anxiety. 

!oon aftt~ l' the arrival of the French in Holland, highly 

iJljuriolJ . ., to the responsibility of the illstitution, and a de­

putation of merchants waited respectfully on the directors 

of the bank, to solicit satisfaction as to its solvency; to 

which an answer, couched in general terms, but favorable 

to its responsibility, was given. Owing to the unshaken 

stability which it had displ.yed, from 1672, when Louis 

the Fourteenth, at the head of a victorious army, was ex­

pected every hour to have made his triumphal entry into 

Amsterdam, to 1795, when the French fixed the destiny 

of the country, this answer was received with per­

fect confidenc;e ami scrurity in the hank, and any doubt 

upon the suojcct W<lS c;on~irlf'rprl to bp tilC'. rpsult of 

party malignity . Upon the French taking possession of 

Amsterdam, a complete investigation of the business fol­

lowed, and the official report. of the provisional represen­

tatives of the city announced, that 

" No deficiency wbatever will exist iQ the said bank, and tbe debits nnd 
credit. 119m precisely balance, wi{h (his exception, tbat instead of specie, 
there have been received into tbe said bank, from time to time, 8B sccuritietl 
~r large sums advanced by it within the last fifty yean, a very consW.entblt: 
number of bOllds, viz. 

" Seventy bonds of the India Company of Amsterdam, guaranteed by tbe 
,tates of that province, .bei.ng each of 100,000 Horio! banco, at three per 
cent. infemt; be.idftl a similar ODe of 50,000 banco, 011 which there will be 
"ue, accordiDg to the calculatiou of the mid clerks, tbe sums of 249,000 
Borins bAnco, for interest. On account of which bonds, the treasQrer of the 
said city ia debited in tile aforesaid balance 6,273,000 ftorins b~nco. 

lof M 2 
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• , Iksidcs tbcsr, thrrc are llfly boods, each for 21,OOO fimin., on account 
(Of the provinces of Holhm<.l anJ \\' cst f ',iezland, belonging to the loon-office 
of th is cily, 011 which, according to tile information of tile ckrk.~, the bank 
has advnnCt'lI, :up,'('ably 10 the aforesaid balance, tbe sum of~:l8,B:'7 Rorins 
banco, on ,"h ll~ h thl'n' will Ucduc for inter('~t 30,000 llor il1~ . 1/1 addition to 
which, the in;tll·officc o\o\cs tile bank, conformable to the same in/ormation, 
the !,Ilnl of 1,7 15,1)00 lloTins banco. 

" Thal fll r11'CT, if e\'cTJ f bin.~ "hall appco.r a~ h;u, been !>l.ltCl.l by thl' loaitl 
del l ", anll ~t!'rling Ix'ing convcril'tl into stock, the trca~un>T of the city will, 
in tl.fMition , owe 10 till' bank , and for which it we, mll.~ debtor at the do!> .. 
in; of the nc;c\Klnls above I\lIudcd to, the loU!R of ~,~38 2 I) 

Anu ,"bat it owe<l at the actual closing of the accounh, l "~,:.l ll G 8 

Milking iogdber, b,\llco, FlfJdn'i 193,672 8 8· 
" That 11' ("T~ is xl:.o dut', from tbl' 'I:. i,l " auk, 2'-17,'!ti1 2 8 , for ,yhich 

bond!!: ,"'erc ori~ina!1.l' hri vell; bat according to tbc clerk'!> statement were 

burnt; but for whicll the city notwithstanding pa,ic.1 illt en·~ t annually to the 
bank. 

" That it is nevertheless obvi()us, that the cily i'l "Hpon~ble for this sum, 
as well al> for the whole, Ill> it aught to bc comidt'roo with lcspect to it , no," 
only as guarantee, but os actual dl'htnr to the bank. 

u Tllat moreovCT, among other thin~ in the said bank, tnero bal hfoen 
Collm) in substance all the $Pf'cie flIT l\hich account>lble r~>(.Ci pl.l. Lave been 
~iVt·", agreeable fa thc list made ,mt. nlU] d"livered to fhe cormn;t!t'Cof com_ 
merCe attd marine by the cashil'l"S of tbe bank , and which (''./In, in conse_ 
quence, be at all timc:r dlawn out by t~ bolders of lMe said re~ipts , in 
exchange for them, "hen it shall please them so to do. 

" The aforCRIid provbional reptCtentativCI hayt', therefore, Jlot only 
ta~r,n the reqllilite a.nd mo~l eficacious measures, thnt benceforward there 
shan nOll he delin!l'ed from , not a.dvanced by, tilC said batik, contrary to its 
lH~in.1 ilbtitutioD, any 'SpeoW! whabloe\-er. by aay auttiori.ty, ('ithl'T A'i a 
lonn , or in any otller i\Ieg'll mnnner; but al~o tbat the lil\id ~<L., loUged 
in the laid bank as leCul'itil'S, all aforesai(t, shall be tiquidatrtl as fiOOfi ru. 
~iblt-, ond generally, tbat this city, all debt~ eo. the bank. ebaU, willi. 
aU prncticl\b1e dispAteli, discharge in casb the bdanoc of its AQGOulit wiLll 
tbe I&id baM, wbicb ~ing dour, the ))rovisional reprnen.tativC8 declare, 
that tbcre caa eDit DOdcficieDC)' of an1 kind :soc.eJ i and ,bat they win, 
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"'itho'l1t rleh'!y, take into thrir ~iou') considcrntiou, and will carry into im­
mediate effect, the mean:. to ootain thi" end." 

For this sum, amounting to ul'wanls of Hille millions of 

florins, the proper invc<., tmcnb had been made, but of the 

depof,its, which ought to have' l>t:cn pl.:rmancut , in conse­

quenc~ of the expiration of the receipts, nut a. flurin r~­

maincu ill the caves of lhe bank. It appeared that the 

directors, like the magi.')tratc who prc~jdl'<.l at the execution 

of the murderer, beuefic;ally for the state, no doubt had 

departed from the strict Idter of the law, and instead of 

suffering ~o much wealth 10 remain in a state of ullpro­

uuctin.' inertioll, they had duplicated the energies of ere­

Jit by judit.:iou!' and ad\'al\ta~coub l(Jaus of it to a v&.fiety of 

merchants and trauc-:' lllcn. This statelllent excited the 

llighest indignatiull agaillot the Jircctors. who were, in the 

violence of that party-spirit which then raged in Holland, 

bramll!d with every epithet which appertains to the real 

national defaulter. The deficicllcy thus explained could 

have 110 injurious influence upon the bank, with regard 

to the cash rcct:ipt~ which were unexpired. \tulesJ the 

debts due to the bank. upon t>lIch accommodations, should 

not be regularly dibchargcd . But no explanation cOlJld 

appease the popular fury, which connected this politic de­

viation from the strict letter of au wlwise la.w into higb 

treason against the state, anu loudly demanded, tlla! all 
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the dircctOl:$ of tl;(~ bank, alld pf.'rsons entrusted with thl!' 

managemellt of a.ny othe-f public fund, should he put UIl­

del' arrest: to I)ueh a height was this spirit carried, that 

'many of the memhers of the old government would have 

heen sacrificed to the animosity of faction, and revolu­

-tionary vengeance, had not the French general interfered, 

and by a humane proclamation addres.sed to peopJe en­

lightened by the benign effects of public education, :.\.Yerted 

their anger. 

On the 16th of February, li95, upon tile promulga­

tion of thp ahnlitioll of the stantholclcrate. a general 

fraternization took place in Amsterdam, and a complete 

oblivion of aU public animosities. This federation was 

celebrated, as I was informed, with all imaginable pomp. 

The carillons in the towers of the Stadt-hou,e, and the 

pl'incipal churches, played the most enchanting pa­

triotic airs, the tri-coloured flag waved upon their spires, 

and salutes from the bastions, artillery, and men of war, 

augmented. the vivacity of this eventful day. Nothing 

could surpass the grotesque drollery exhihited in various 

parts of the city: the gaity of the Freucll character, com­

pletely electrified the sobriety of the Batavian. Grave 

Dutch brokers, whose blood had long ceased.to riot, who 

thought that the great purposes of life were answered 

when the duties of the bureau were discharged, who; could 
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they h,,'e comparcd, would hayc preferred the brick of 

exchange, to the" l'('cd'roul wall of Paradise," who had 

never moved but with a 1llca')ured funeral pace, wefe seen 

in large full-bottomed'wig<;, and with great silver buckles, 

mingling in the national dance, with the gay' ethereal 

young Pari<;ian conscripts, su that it might be said of tire 

DutcHman 

He riSC!! on his toe: that spirit ofbio; 

In aspiration lilb him from Ihc carib." 

1'rQilul (Jnd CT('.~lida, Act IV. Scene 3, 

To such an elevfltion did. the national spirit and ardour 

rise, that upon a r('qui~ition requiring every person to de­

liver up all the uncoincd gold and silver, or plate (spoons 

and forks excepted) for the usc of the slate, there ap­

peared to be no reluctance to obey it, and as these state 

offerings exceeded the estimate required, it is likely that 

none were concealed. \Vhen these contributions ex­

ceeded in value the amount of the ta.xes, to which the 

oontributor was liable, a receipt was given for such excess, 

and carried to his credit, ill the next payments; with these 

assistances, the government immediately directed its at­

tention to the deplorable state of its marine, which Wlder 

the I<",t of the Stadtholdcrs, had experienced the most 

J'llinous and fatal neglect, in consequence of the iufluence 

of the Briti>h Cabinet, upon the imbecile mind of that 

lUlfortunate prince. When it is considered "POll the 

break:ing out of the last war with Holland, how num<r~ 
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GUS ,·almtble were the Dutch ships detained i 
__ --.- po ts, what havoc our cruisers ~ade on her com .. 

nlerce, by . her rich merehant vessel$, and 

blockading. tagoation of internal trade 
must have followed, and what enormous sums extort.. · 

ed by the French anny and its 'generals, the reader may 

form. some op' 'on of the prodigious ' opulence of this 

country, ich, under the pressure of such calamities, is 

still enabled to ralse her head with such few marks of 

utfering. 

Amsterdam has no noble squares, Which add so Pluch 

to the splendour of London, nor is there any bridge 

<worthy of being noticed, except that which crosses 

river , which is built of brick, has thirteen 

.archel$t aDd is rably handsome: on the river looking 

towards tltis , .there is a fine view of the city, which 

.I preferred to a morp. expanded ne on the 

_ialirAY oppo ite to the city, in the north of 
' ___ IOCi'ation throughout Holland, 

abtic one, is that of the Berguinesf 

house appropriated to their order, 

.... ad with a wall and ditch, has a church 

a little town; this sisterhood . 
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da_~p~cDds, and to be ithin the convent a ,ceJt:tJWllJ 

... ..,.· ~vening. To be admitted of 

must be either unmarried or wido tbout ) and 

the only certificate required is that of good behaviour, and 

that they bJve competence to live upon. The restraints 

are 10 very Ie " that eo e may J'8Bk next to a 
happy ! Y have tment and a. little 

.Hower-garden, and take of celibacy or of any 

other sort j in short, the _ ho blishment may be COD-

sidered as a social retirement of amiable women, for the 
purpo e of enjoying life in 8greeable and blameless 

How uperior this to living 

A barren sister aU you life, 

ChallJltiDg faint .,-to the cold hi&. f 

~ N'tgkt'. nr,.., Act I .... 1. 

The ladies of Holland, if I may judge those i 
whom I had the honor and · happiness of lLISociating in 

vel')" amiable, thoro If ell • wen 
,cat.te&.:"". i,I __ iSh. Fr hand. Ge 

s to.tra.npn: ,_ ' ..... _ ... 
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are also very fond of dancing, particularly of waltzing, and 
they are much attached to English country dances, ia 
'which the most graceful Parisian belle seldom appears to 

any advantage~ 

The interiur of the houses belonging to the higher 

classes in Am~terdam is very "elegant; tile decoration ami 

'furniture of their rooms is very much in tbe French style: 

they are a Iso very fond of having a series of landscapes, 

painted in oil colour~, upon the side~ of the roolUS, instead 

of ,.,tu('co or paper, or of ornamenting thllm with pictures 

and engravillg.,. The average rent of respectable bou5es., 

independent of taxes, is from one thousarul to twelve hun.­

Jre<l florin>. The dinner hour, on account of the ex­

change, is about four o'clock in this city, and their modes 

o{ cooking unite those of England and Fra41ce; immedi­

ately after dinner the whole company adjourn to coffee in. 

the drawing-room. 

The water in this part of Holh.tld is 8() brackish , and 

kculent. that it i. not drank eYen by the COmHlQD people 

'l'hete are water-merchants. who are consWltly oocupieol 

in .u~ying the city with drinkable wat ...... wbieb .. ~ 

brillg in bOat; {rom Utrecht and Germany. in: ~.t9lle 

Qottle., .the pricc of one of these bottles" .containing.;. 
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gallon, is about eight pence English. The poor, who can~ 

not afford to buy it, suhstitll~e rain-water. The wines 

drank are principally claret and from the Rhine. The 

vintage of Portugal has no more admirers here than at 

RotterdaJ.n, except among~t young Dutchmen, who have 

either been much in England, or are fond of t he taste and 

fashions of our country. 

"Nfl 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

POLICE-FlRES--LAWS RELATING TO DEBTORS-DITTO TO BANK­

nUPTs-TIlE AANSPREE&'EIt!l-SiNGULA.R (UlTOM-THE 'lROJ.J:N­

KonD-THE STREETS-INSALUBRITY OF STAGIUNT CANALS-SO­

'CIETIES FOR RECOVERING DROWNED PER!':ONS-NOBLE CONDUCT OF 

TJlE EMPEROR ALEXA!fDER-POLISH GRATITUDE--AUSTRIA-THE 

EXf..'IUl\lo£--,\ DVTClI 1'II£R.CllANT-HEllRING }'l Sl1ER¥. 

T HE laws in Holland against nocturnal dis­

turbers of the peace arc very severe. A few months before 

I was in Amsterdam, two young gentlemen of family and 

fortune had been condemoed to pay ten thousand florins 

for having, when (C flushed with the Tuscan grape," ra­

ther rudely treat ed two women of the lower orders. The 

night police of Holland would form an excellent model 

for that of England. The watchmen are YUWlg, .trong, 

fesolute and well appointed, but annoying to strangers, for 

they strike the quarter with" mallet on a board, and will 

haunt his repose all night, unless he is fortunate enough 

to sleep backwards, or until he become. accustomed to 

the clatter. Midnight robberies and fires VCl'y seldom oc­

,cur: to guard against the spreading of the latter, there 

"e per.ollS appointed, who.., office it is tQ J'l'IDND all 
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da.y and a.ll night in t~c towers or ste('ples of the hi~hcst 

dlUrdltS, and (1" soon as Un··y diSt:crn the flame, to :ms­

pend, if it be in the dar. a flag; if in the night , a lan­

thorn towards the quarter of the <:ity in which it rises, 

accompanied by the blowing of a trulllpet. This vigi..; 

la.nce, aud the facility of procuring water in summer, the 

natural caution of the people, and. their dreau of such 

an accident, cOtlbpire to render it a very rare vi8itor. An 

average calculation of fires which occur in London, where' 

"' regular account of all such accidents are registered, by 

~acb fire insurance company having an establishment of 

firemen and engines, may be collected from the register of 

one year, corumeucillg from Michaehnas 180."1, vi? . three 

hundred and .ix alarms of fire attended with little da­

mage, thirty-one serious fire3~ and one hundrt:d and fifty­

five a.lanns, occasioned by chimneys being on fire, amount­

ing in all to four -hundred and nil.ety-two accidents. The 

English fire insurance companies calculate on an alarm of 

Ii,.e eve,y day, and about eight serious fires in every quar­

ter of a year. This is Il frightful estimate, and when it is 

conaidered, that SCIlrcely Il fire of any material extent has 

been known in the memory of man to have broken out 

in either of the universities, or in any of the inns of court, 

where it would be mOlit likely they would occur, on ac­

count of the frequent carelessness of the inhabitants, little 

ciplillt caD remain on the mind. of anyone, that infinitely 
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the greater number of fire, which happen Qte the fatal 

consequences of diabolic design. 

Although, owing to the great frugality and industry of 

the people, an insolvent debtor is rather a rare character, 

consequently held in more odium in Holland than in most 

other countries, yet the law!; of a.rrest are milder there 

than in England. If the debtor be a citizen 0 .. registered 

burgher, he is not subject to have his person seized at the 

~uit of the creditor, until three regular summonses have 

been duly sprved upon him. to appear in the proper court. 

and resist the claim preferred 3.gainst 1.ilfl, .;hich process is 

completf"11 in auout a mont.h; after which, if he does not 

obey it, hi~ person is suhjoot to arrest, but only when he 

.has quitted his bouse; for in Helland a man's dwelling i~ 

held even more baCred than in England, and no civil 

process lVhatever i& capable of being served upon him, -If 
be stands but 011 the threshold of his home. In this sanc­

tuary he may set at defiance every claimaflt; if, however, 

be has the hardihood to appear ."broadt without havieg 

satisfied or coml'"'mised .hi. 'debt, he ',. then pretty suri', 

from llie v;gilance and activity of the 'proper mficers, tb 
be sei2!ed; m -which ca-re he iS,sent to a house of restTit.'­
tipn,. nQt a pri~on for felans, .. here he is maintaihed witt. 

,liberal ' humanity, the expenees 'Of which, as well as of aU 

·tl'he. rroemling8j 11UI&I. be lWIayed by tlle",n:diIll<'J V"de,· 
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these qualiooati6ns, every debtor is liable to a,'rest, let the 

amount of the debt be ever so small. The uaukru,Jt laws 

of Holland differ from ours in this re'peet, that all the 

eretlitors lUllst sign the d~btor'l> certificate, or agrcelpent 

of ii~iatiotl; lImt if any refuse. the ground of their rduw 
is sublflitted to arbitrators, ",·ho dtcide whether the bank­

""tulA shall. notwit..hstanding, have hil:> certificate or DOt. 

A passenger can seldom pass a street without seeing 

one or more public functionaries, I believe peculiar to 

thi~ country; they arc called aanspreekc,', and their office 

is to inform the fritnds and acquaintances of allY one who 

dies, of the melancholy event. The dress of thc~e death­

mesloIClLgers is a black gown, a. baud, a Jaw ,:m:ked hat with 
~ ,loQg crape depen,linl! behind. To pass fWIll the shade 

of death to the !light of tOile ~ a sing\dar custom obtaju~ 

uvon the celebration of marriage among.')t genteel persons, 

for· the bride and bridegroom to send each a bottle of 

'tine, ~enerally nne ,hock. spiced and suga.red, and deco­

[3.t\'d with all sorts of ribaI\d., to the house of every ac­

qtlain~nce; a custom which is frequently very expensive. 

'fhe Dutch hay.e also a singular mode of airing linen and 

beds. by means of a trokenkorb, Or tifl~hasket, which is 
a~ut the. size and shape of a lIlagVids ~age, witllin which 
is .& p.w lilted wlth burning turf, and the linen is spread 

.,va ~, wit;kl:f frame, or to air the \>ed, the whole machine 
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is placed between the sheet!;. With an exception bf the 

streets I have mentioned, and some others in tha.t quarter 

of the city, they are not remarkable either for beauty or 

cleanliness. They are all paved with brick, and none of 

them have any -divided flagstone foot-path for foot-pas-' 

sengers: however. the pavement is more handsome and 

comfortahle than that of Paris; although in hoth cities 

the pedestrian has no walk that he can call his own, 

yet in Amsterdam is he more secure than in the French 
capital, on account of the few carriages, and the skill 

and caution of the drivers. In no capital in the world, 

not even excepting Petersburg, is the foot-pa~senger so 

nobly accommodated as ill London. Most of the streets 

in Amsterdam are narrow; and many in which very opu­

lent merthants reside, and great traffic is carried on, are 

not more than sixteen or seve~n feet wide. 

The canals of this city are very cOllvenient, but. maity of 

them most offensively impure, the 'uniform greenness of 

which is cheqnered only by dead cats, do~, offal, and 
vegetable substances of ev..-y kind, which are left tb 

putrify at the top, until the caoal s!:avengers, who are em~ 

played to clean the canal., remove them: the barges 

,..Qieh are used on these occasions, and the person. em­

ployed in them, present a very dillgnsting appt"aranee : 

the mud which is raised by them, forms m08t exc:eftent 
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mallure, a.nd the sum it fd ches in Brabant, i5 caculatcd t() 

1)(:: equal to the cxpences of the voyage. Some of the; 

mo .... t eminent Dutch physkians ma.intain that the effiuvid. 

arising from tht~ floatinp; animal and vt'gctablc matt er nt 

these cauals, is not injurions, and in proor, during a e O ll­

tagious fever which ravaged this city, it wa~ohsl:n-e~l . that 

the inhabitallb who reliided near('st to the fonit' ... t c.:anal <; , 

were 110t illfcclccl , "hibt tho<;c who li vf>tlll(':II" purer wah 'r, 

ouly in few in~tallct's escaped; hut this hy 110 mea.ns COIl­

finns the asscrtion, hecause those inhahitrilits who lired 

adjoining to .foul canals, were enured to contag-ion from 

its hahitual application. for the same reason that medical 

men and nurse.'1 generally escape infection, from b(>ing 

so constantly exposed to it. The fa ir criterion would 

be to ascertain whether, ""hen the city j" healthy, such 

quarters of it continue more so. The effluvia arising 

from putrid animal matter, hy the mcdical people of this 

country, and of almo.!.t every other, is considered far from 

boing innoxious, but infinitely less injurious than that 

t!voiv('(l by the dec.:omposition of vegetables : at the same 

time there arc many offensive smells that are far from 

beiug unwholesome, for in,'5tanee, that of the bilge-water 

of a ship, and oth('rs might be enumeratcd. The water of 

these ('.anals is in general about eight or nine feet deep, 

and the mud at the bottom about six more. Except in 

very foggy nights, few deaths by d.·owning, considering 

o 0 
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the amount of the population, occur in these canab. 

and fewer would ;till happen, if they were guarded again.t 

by a railillf!, which is rarely erected in nny part of the 

city. At night, as the city is well lighted, a passenger, 

unles), he is blind, or very much inebriated, a disgracefUl 

condition, which as I have before observed is not often 

displayed in Holland, is not very likely to experience a 

watery death. 

IIow{'ver, to guard a'i much as possible against the 

gloomy comequence of tI,e;e casualties, the keepers of all 

inns and taverns, and all apothecaries in Am"terdam, and 

in every other city in Holland. are compelled under a. 
heavy penalty to keep a printed paper containing the 

most approved method of resuscitating the sn'pended 

animation of drowned persons, in a conspicuous part of 

their houses. The government is also very liberal in 

uistributjng rewards to tho~e who, at tht:ir personal 
peril, rescue a fellow creature from de.,truction. UpU11 
such occasion~, gold, silver, or medals are bestowed, ac­

cording to the risk and rank of the preserver. The first 

1\ociety for the restoring of drowned persons was formed 
in this city in 1767, and the utmost encouragement was 

every where g.iven . throughout the united provinces, by 
the magistrates in particular, and afterwards hy the 

'tate>-general, and the success of it has been equal to ita. 
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humanity. To th~ Dutdl nation the Engli.stl ar(" il1-

dcsted for these admirable institutions, iJy which so man.,,' 

of our countrymen have at various times been snatehcd 

from the gripe of death, ami restored as it were to a new 

existence, and to their agonir.ed familit;s. It. is a curious 

circumstance to rema.rk, that the vir:,iblc disarrangement 

whic11 the humall frame e"Xpl~riell(:('s, from being a cunsi­

derable time ill water, is very little, so little that mallY 

are the instances where the sufferer ha'), in the first in­

itancc, displayed all the indicia of death, and has within a 

few hours been enabled to thank his deliverer in person. 

The hody, during this temporary suspension of animation, 

resemhles a clock, upon its pendulum being accidentally 

stopped, its works are not mutilated nor shaken out of 

their proper places, but arc competent to renew their func­

tions the moment the fonner is touched by some friendly 

hand. 

As a memorable illustration, I beg to relate an anecdote 

of an illustrious hero anel august personage, who shedding 

light and happiness upon nearly forty millions of beings, 

and ruling once the most extensive empire upon the face , 
of the earth, felt tbat he added a new ray of glory and 

bappiness to his imperial dignity in preserving, by his 
o 

own perseverance, a miserable fellow-creature from :L 

watery grave. 

002 
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In one of the journeys which his Imperial Majesty the 

Ernper"r Alexander made through Poland, as he was 

ridill(1 alone, his attendants beina considerably behind o 0 

him, on the banks of the little river Wilia, which Rowa 

between Kauna and Wilna in Lithuanja, he perceived 

some persons a'isembled uear the edge of the water, out of 

which they appeared to be dragging something; be in­

:§tantly alighted, and on approachill~ the ~potJ found it to 

be the body of a man apparently Iifde<s, Urged by 

those exalted sellblbilities which rt"gard rank and power 

only as bounties delegated by heaven for the benefit of man­

kind, We monarch, without any other assistance than that 

of the ignorant boors ahout him, who from his uniform 

could only conceive him to be an officer of rank, drew the 

apparent corpse completely from the water, and laid it on 

the hide of a bank, and with his own hanos took off the wet 

dothc::, of the pour .::> nfft:.·f(T, and bCg~lll to rub hi.') t(!mple~ 

and bt'C'a.,t, "hieh he (.'ontiIlUt:U tu do fo·r a con.., iderablt' time 

,,·itil the m01:lt ardent anxiety, but round all his efforts to 

"LI'~tot:e animatiulJ iuetft:ctual : in the mid . .,t of this humane 

4ccupation, the Emperor wa'i joined by the gentlemen of 

his suite, amongst ",hom were Prillce \Volkousky, and 

<';oHnt Licwcu, two HU~~lan noblenwn, and Dr. Weilly, 

Isis lIIajcMY's principal 8urgeoo, an Englilih gentleman of . ' 

dJ.,Linguisht::d prO:lCssionaJ talents, who always travels with, 

alld. itO scarcely evc.r from his maje~ty. 1'hey uu.ited their 

,' Xi 'll iou" to th)!)(" of the E1npcrol' , and when Dr. 'Veilly 
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attempted, but in vain, to bleed the pour creature, hi " 

majesty supported and chafed' his arms, ano lent every 

other a-;si:;tance in hilt power: for th ree hours were th\,y 

thu.~ employed with all the ardour of humanity, but :,aw 

no symptoms of returllill~ life, and Dr. 'Veilly pronounced 

the patient irrecoverable. 

Fatigued as the Emperor was with these unceasing exer­

tions, he would not rdillquish the work as a hopeless Olle, 

but by his own example amI Jan~uage, urged and encou­

raged Dr. '''tilly to renew his labours, which, solely 

ill obeuiclIl:e to hi~ Imperial Majesty's Vt'j~hes. and colU­

pktdy Jc:o\pairing of success, he recommenced; and aloi the 

whole party were lllakin;! the ta.it effort, the emperor had 

the inexprt'M,ible sat il)fadion of seeing the blood flow from 

the puncture. and of hearing a. faint groan issue from the 

lips of his patil.: ut. 

Thl~ elllutioll,) of hi:; Im}J(.:rial l\lajesty at this moment 

wcre iJl(.l~bcriual>h.·. anti ill th~ fu\ue~ of his tlan~port he 

t:xcJaimcu in French, ., GoOO God ,l thi3 i~' tht brightest day 

H '!f my} life!" and It'iUS of joy sparkled in his eyes, to ra­

tify the feelings of llli heart. Every exertion wa~ now 

reduubled, and a .. bUiDullity loves to dwell upon the mi­

nute')t circum-;tances of this affecting sc('ne, I mUbt not 

qlUi,t. .~ . ..,Iate, thlLt ... lI<en Dr. W.illey looked >"wl<i for 
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something to stop the blood with, the Emperor with 

yivid prompt.itlltle took out his handkereliicf, tore it in 

pieces , with his own hands bound the sufferer's arm, 

anu remained with him until h(' complett"ly recovered : 

when he conveyed him to a place where proper care could 

be administered to 1Iim; at parting, he ordered him a. 

liberal present of money, and afterwards, upon his return 

to his capital, as if grateful to him for so large a portion 

of felicity, settleJ a pension upon him and his famiJy. 

The seIlsatlOlls of the patient, when he was informed of 

t he exalted rank of his preserver, can be better fdt tha.n 

described . The poor IIlhabitants of that part of Poland, 

who were but rude artists, fabricated foul' snuft:'boxes, ou 

the lid. of which they delineated, as well as they were 

able, this striking and exemplary event, which they pre­

sented to the Emperor and the gentlemen who assisted him 

in this work of humanity. Such is the heart of a prince, 

who, almost unassailable in his mighty empire, and moved 

alone by the elevated desire of impeding the gigantic pro­

gress of a power which aims at universal domination, re­

nounced all the pleasure of tranquillity, and at the head of 

his gallant legions thundered at the gates of princes, to 

awaken them from their fatal lethargy, and to in~oke them 

to oppose the common en~my of the world.· 

Alas! the 5Ole~ invocation was faintly. ~d impedeetly 
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obeyed. In vain did the heroic Alexander enrleavonr to 

impart to other chief's, whose hUlIuliatiol1, if not dc!'truc­

tion, must be the fruits of their supineness, tllat dinne 

energy which actuated his own bosom. The hi!llori:IIl, 

whilst with rapture he dwells upon the valor and the dis­

iuterested energy of Alexander, with burning blushes will 

relate the mournful resulls which followed the <.lire neglect 

of his solemn and unexampled appeal. To his renewed 

strugg:les in this mighty aud august calise, the eyes- of 

England, with whum IllS name will ever be consecrated, 

and of prostrate nations panting, without the spirit to 

contend for their deliverance, are turned with ardent 

anxiety. :\Iay glory cro,,'n the arms of such a prince, and 

may his days be lOllg in the land! 

'rbe ('x("han!-~:c here is in the samc style of architecture 

a~ that of Rotterdam, but larger. l\{y a~tonishment here 

was e,'en greater than what I experienced at the latter 

place; for, at the exchange hour, it was overflowing with 

merchants, hrok('r~, agcnh, and all the busy motley cha­

racters who. belong to commerce. From the prcvail­

i.n~ activity, the appetite for accumulation here ap­

peared to have experienced no checks from the inevitable 

calamities of war. My surprise was augmented· by re­

flecting, with these appear.nces before me, upon the 

ptII!6eRl aod wrtner cOlDl1l<fciai condition of the country. 
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The principal calIse,; which contributed to render Amster­

dam ~o rich hcfore the two last wars, were the inyincihle­

industry, the caution, amI fru).!:alit,V of tht' pcnplf'. The 

antiellt. tlH'IThanh ofAm~tndalll preft>JT(.'d ~Illall ~ains with 

li t lle ri .. k. to leo;.;. prohable, and to iarg('l' profits: it W<l~ 

their creed, that more fortunes Wl'rc l'ai':>ed hy savin .~ alHi 

ccouomy. with muderate auvaHtages, "han hy bold, t'x­

pen&ivc. and perilou.'i ~pc('ulations. Thi.., gc)ldcn rule they 

transmiltL:d to their puskrity, wlJ() havl: ('xhillitt'd no w(.'a t 

di .. po~itinu to Ut·"t:;tlc from it. A Dutch merchanl of the 

prf's(, lIt day aimo!tt always calculates the challt·c~ for and 

again..,t his succe"'.i ill any nndertaking, which he will im­

media.tely relinqnj..,h Ullle~s they are very greatly in hi~ 

fa.vor, amI u-; nearly reducible to certainty as possible: he 

very rarely ovcr-lralks himself, or extends hi~ schemes 

beyond his capital: such was the foundation upon which 

t he commerce of Amstenlam wa/) raised. 

The principal sources of commercial wealth to Holland, 

arose from her herring and Greenland fisheries, which 

employed a great portion of her population. Tht> superior 

manner in which the Dutch pickle and preserve their her­

rings is peculiar to themselves, 1101' has - it been iu the 

power of England. or any other country. to find aut tIre se­

cret which lies. it i~ s.uP. in tbe llIa""er of gilling and 

salting those fish. T~ persQllS ,who .... e.aj:(juainlel. ""th tbe 
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art, are hOl1nd by an oath ne\'t:r to impart it. hi therto re­

ligiou <., ly adhcl'ed to, and the di~clo'jure of it IS moreover 

guarded against by the laws of the countr.v. This na­

tiona] source of wealt h has bcen greatly impeded, in con­

sequence of the' ])utch having no hc rri ll~ fisheries of their 

?WIl, but being ouligcd to seek them on the English 

coa.,t at the proper season, where, particu\arly off Yar­

mouth , the herring shoat., have uPf'n known to be six and 

se,'en feet deep with 65h. The permission granted to th<­

Dutch fishermen, to prosecute their occu paUOH unmo­

lested on our coasts, notwithstanding th€' war, was fre­

qUt!1ltly withdrawn by Our cruisers. Last year a private 

agreement took place between the two countries, and the 

indulp::enr.c was renewed, by which the Dutch were very 

abuntlanly supplied with their favorite fi,h: so much 

cst('cmed i5 it, tllat the first herring cured was .always 

presrnted to the stadtholdcr, alld opulent families ha,·e 

l)l.oell known to give ~even shillings, and even a guinea, for 

the iirst herrings bro\1~ht to mar$et . 

• • 
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70ItMER COMMERCE OF THE DUTCII--DATAVJA-ANECDOTES OF NA'.­

TtONAL FRUCIALITY-EXCIlANGE AND B,UnI.ING BtHiINESS-eOMM'BftIoo 

C:l.lL HOU8E OF MESSRS, HOfl~---n;w Fa.VIT-SELLSB.1i-MARlS.£ 

SCHOOL-TIlE RASP-HOVS~THE WORK-HOUSE-THE PLANTATION 

-PRIESTS ,ftOW SUPPORTED---PA.1tJ!lH REGISTERS-TnE POOR­

LITERAllY SOCIETIES-FEUX MERITIS-l\l.()DE:R.N D~T.clt PAINTER., 

FOR more toan a century the Dutch East­

India Company enjoyed the monopoly of the fine spice., 

comprehending nutmegs, c1ove1;, mace, cinnamon. &0:. 

which constituted the principal branch of tile Asiatic as 
well as the European commerce of Holland: :l6o,OOO 

cloves were annually sent to Europe, ' and about l!lO,OOO 

were .old in India; 256,000 lb •. o~ nutmeg, the produce 

ef the island of Banda, wed ttl be sold in Europe, and 

loo,OOOlba. in India. In Europe also 400,OOO'lbs. of cin­

Damon used to be brought to market, and 200,000 Ibs. 

consumed in India. Batavia presents a wonderful in­

stance of the enterprize of the Dutch, who, boT-n them_ 
• 

selves in a marshy country, 10elbw the 1"",,\ or the ocean, 
uected 'a kingdo';' in tbe fifth degree of tt01'th hrtitude, in, 

. the most' p~1lfic Pail; o( t'fie globe, If~re • -nelds are 



covered with rice, pepper, and cinnall\OIl, and the vincI 

bear fruit twice a year. Although this colony remains to 

Holland, the Dutch spice-market must have very materially 

suffered, from the vigilance of our ships of war in various 

parts of the world, and particularly from the recent capture 

~f her vl\luable spice ships returning home richly laden from 

tba.t <colony. Tjl~ Dutch also carried 011 a large trade in 

rice, .eottot;, al'Kl pepper, aoo the Java cofIee, which was 

thought to be second only to that of Mecca. The .. ader 

way, perhaps, be surprised to find that the amount of the 

spice export.' should every year be the Bame. The Dutcll 

East India Company was enabled to make this calculation 

in conseque.nee of ll;aving acquired a tolerably exact know ... 

ledge of the quantity of each kind of spice that would be 

necessary for the cOllsumption of the European market.., 

and never permitting any more to be exported. In this 

branch of trade they had no competition, and they were 

enabled to keep the price of their spices as high as they 

chose, by ordering what remained unsold at the price they 

bad bed 1lpon it, to be b"mt. Their spices gave tbem in­

fiueoce uPon the trade of the north ~f Europe, in conse­

quence.of lbeir. being highly prized by the different na­

tions on the shores of the Baltic, ... ho furnished the 
Dutch ... ith .their ~in, ljemp, fiax, iron,. pitch, tar; 

maits, p1anlu" .. Bu:. ,T.be surrender of . Cu~na to tho 

p p! 
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always o( great importance to the Dutch, the possession 

a"d commerce of which they were very desirous of re­

taining and extending. The Dutch We.t India Com­

pany, many ye~rs .inc~, refused to exchange it (or the 

Spanish ;.\IIand of Porto Rico • . The commerce of Cu­

"""oa formerly took up yearly about fifty large ships, upon 

an avel'ab'" of 300 tons each, .and the quantity of. gauds 

annually shipped from Holland amounted to 500,0001. and 

the returns neacly do"bled that sum. The exports from 
llolland colHlisted of Verman and Dutch lin"ns, check., 

East Lldia goods,. Vt'oollen and cotton manufactures, spices, 

cinnamon, building. matetialli,..and many other articles of 

ease and. luxury. The illlports to Europe were indigo" cof­

fee, sugar, hides .. dottou,. dye-wooel, tortoise-shell, varinas, 

Porto Rico tobacco, and ooecasionally cochineal. The 

Dutch also carried 00 a very flourishing trade to Turkey 

and the Levant, hy selliong the ... own, the Irish and Eng­

nsh.c1oths.ana purchasing tea, cocoa, gillger, and thread. 

Tho conu:oeroial inieJ:course.s also· bet"een Holland and 

EngJalld """'" vny impodaat... ion '"' bi.ch . the ,balonce in 

specie was greatly againot the Dutch. which incluced rnaay. 
w.ho _ ~nocant of. their real character. to concl.wle, 

that they .... ..,f caulci auppo<h 80. pr6Cl:igieus • oIraill o • 

• pecie .,. tae.l' have wva~' experieuced. . io .• uc:h eo_ 
lllunM:atiolua; an .imp.aim> . .... hich SlIbsides when, it ia 

w ... ideoM tba\ tba I>.., ... ~ iMRIli.ao of 'rial 
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tbey imported from England, and that what they pur­
chased they re-sold in an impro .. ed condition to , other 

countries, A nation can only become rreh· from trade 

whim its expoli8 for the use of foreign stala i. in a greater 

proportion titan its imports for its own consumption. An 
imprea,ion has gone furth. tbat a nation cannot be impo­

veri'llhed if the importation of roreigrunerch,"di1,e be pur­

cbued abroad by native commodity"ane. not with specie; 

wbereas upon a nation .trikin~ tile balance of her account 

with the country she may have dealt with, it will be found 

tbat the deficiency on the si<le of her exportation mu.t 

be made up in specie. lienee an industrious and frugal 

people like the Dutch will, when their country is in a 

state of tranquillity, possess great advantages over most 

other nations. Industry increases th€' native commodity, 

whether it asises from the soil or the manufadure, and in­

creases the exportation. Frugality will lessen the consump­

ntio~ a.n.d.. o£ coulSe increase the exportation of native, and 

reduce the importation of foreign produ«,.for home con­

sumption. The eReSS of all' native commodities is sure of a 

...... kO!t; of 'Which tOOse wlw can sell the cheapest will!>e 

the mute .. : ' hence a frugal and industrio,," people' will 

1M IIbIe to live and acewnula.te; where tllose who are nei­

ther could not Ii... This spirit of iml""tl'y and Irltg_lity 

lou bem fur ages, and still continues to be the gnardian 

.IlUl. _tiM, by 'Wlticlr, it .... tflabled to .~pport its 
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many, l!tng, and costly wars, and finally to foree the 

King of Spain, its antient master, to recognize its in .. 
dependent sovereignty. Although the Hollanders, before 

the I .. t war, ""'tc the undisputed proprieto," of the In-' 
dian spices, of the s;lk, of India and China, and · of 

the fine cotton manufactures of Indostan, till a period 

at no great distance the common people Wore plain 

wooUell cloth, anal fed OJ! .ash and wgetaules. So uui­
versally powerful was this propensity to economy, that 

formerly the common people, and even opulent mer­

chants, never changed their fashions, and left off thcir 

dothes {lnly because they were WOOl out. They have 

been known to purch .. ,e the coarse l:nglish cloth for 

their own wear, and sell their OWl! fine Leyden cloths to 

Gennany, Turkey, Portugal, and other countries: they 

also bought the cheapest butter and cheese in the north 

of England, and in lrelanrl, for their own consumption, 

and sent the best of those articles produced iR their own 

country to foreign markets. The wealth whieh many in­

dividuals accumulated by their parsi_niou. habits "/IS 

a.tonishing. The following anecdote will place this part 

of the national character in a striking point of vie .... 

A. the Marquis of Spinola aRd the President Ricbardpt 

were going to the HagGe in the year 1&18 .. for . the pw­

pose of negotiabing a tntee with the Dutch,' they saw 

on their 'way -eight 'or niae pers<>Iu step mit;, of a little 
boat, and seat themselves upon the gra", where they made 
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• frugal repast upon some bread, cheese, and beer; each 

person taking his own provisions from a wallet which he 
carried behind him. UpOll the Spanish embassadors en. 

qUiring of a peasant who these travellers were, he replied, 

to their no little astonishment, " they are the deputies of 

H the states, our sovereign lords and masters." U POB 

which the embas8adors exclaimed~ " 'Ve shall never be 

able ro· conquer these people; we must make peace w itb 

them." In the history of Sparta we can only look for 

a. similar inlltance of virtuous simplicity. 

Another source from which Amsterdam derived great 
wealth was the exchange and banking business. From 

her peculiar situation, vast credit, and extensive corre.­

spondence with every nation upon the face of the globe, 

this city has been the channel through which nearly three 

parts of the money remitted from one state to another in 

Europe have passed, and which have enriched the mer­
chants by the customary commissions upon such remit­

tances: to which may be added the duties payable upon 

all imports received from the manufactures of the western 

part of Ge1'lDUlY, upon all goods which ill their trausit by 

.the Rhine and by the Maas ro foreign markets must pa.. 

"'rough Amsterdam or Rotterdam, from which Holland 

IIlII6t lave ~rived a ·considerable revenue. In short, in otlJcr 

.~ <bettet. times, the trade with Great Britain, P.ersia, 
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Russia, Spain, Portugal, Italy, u,chln and its dependen­

cies, }'Iolucc~, China, Japan, Norway, ))enmari<, Sw.e­

d<.>tl, Pomerania, Livonia, the possession of that importaut 

promonto.-y the Cape of Good Hope, and the coromero. 

of the Elbe. the Weser. and the M ...... all contributed to 

raise Amsterdam to the comUlercial renown which ~he 

once enjoyed. Yet. notwithstanding. undec all her diffi­

culties, arising frolll her territorial a.nd marine Jo~ses by t1>" 
'War, the severity of the En#{libh blockade, the activit), of 

the Engli~h cruizers, and of the French privateers, HoI­

land still continues to carryon a considerable intercourse 

with her old connections throu/th .the medium of 'neutral 

bottoms. secured ·by insurances ,,!fected frequently at the 

enormouS premium 'Of 201. ·per cent. 

To return to the Exchange of this great city: I was much 

struck with the confluence of people which surrounded one 

gentleman. who stood with his back towards one of the 

pillars. and were very eeg«" to get a "",,4 o.r a .. hisper from 

him: upon .enquiry this proved to be the acting partner 
of the hOllse of M ....... Hope-; a house that. before tbe 

last ....... eauld at any time dictate the exch""l!" to Europe. 

This place i. inilated by .. great number ·of Jew ~, 
.rno pactire aU sorts of stratag<ems to set ol£ .their fruit • 

• nch as pinning the .talk of .. fresh .... Ion upon. iW>-
• rom of a .tale liM rotten· Ofte. which ~..-.I'I111""N01ed 
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with me. The melons in Bolland are f'emarhahly fine ; 

and as a proof of their cheapness. I need only mention , 

that one morning, when strolling through the streets, I 

gave no more than the value of tenpcnce for a very large 

one, exqui~itely fiavourt:!d. 

I was much pleased with set' lllg the lIlannc school, 

which , although it ':l ohject is to J0r01 a Bursery for naval 

officers, was, strange to relate, much lIeglected by the 

stadtholderian government, and wai originally ill~tituteJ, 

and afterwards supported, by the patriotic spiri t of private 

individuals. The pupils are the children. of citizens of all 

classes, and are received from seven to twelve years of 

a~c, upon the payment of a very moderate yearly stipend. 

'J.'htir education and treatlllent are the sallie a.s in similar 

institutions here and in other countrjes. In Ule yard is 

a brig completely rigged, fUf the instruction of the boys. 

III the north-east part of the ci ty stanJs the Uap:'huys. 

or rasp-house, in which crimjllals, whose offences are not. 

of a capital nature, arc confilleu. A narrow CHurt receding 

from the street, in which are the keeper's lodge and apart­

ments for the differcnt officers, form the entrance of thi~ 

prison. Over thc gatt! arc 1'>Ollle ilJ-;ignificant, painted , 

woodell figure!;, repre.'}cJltill g' criminals sa.wing logwood, 

and J wsticc holding a rod over them. The gault:'l', appa­

rently a goou natur~d, lll.crry fellow, bhewcd lilt' iuto tht: 

QQ 
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inner eoul't. fornting an oblonp; square, on three sides of 

which the cells of the prisoners, and on the fourth side 

the warehou..,e~, containing the ground dying woou, are 

arranged. This yard is very much encumhert'd with piles 

of log-wood. which sadly reduce the mi!!.erable pittance 

of "pace allotted for the pri.,oner~ to walk in. In one 

corner, in terrorem, is a whipping-post, with another 

little figure of Ju~tice holrlil1~ a rod. In thio; yard I saw 

some of the men sawing the Call1peachy-wootl, \\ ith a 

!::law of prodigiouo; Jarge teeth, which appeared to be a 

work of extreme labor; and upon my so expres"ing my­

self to the gaoler, through my lacquais dr pillce, he in­

formed me, that at first it required a painful exertion of 

strength, but that the prisoners by practice were enabled 

to saw it with ca'Se, and to supply their weekly quota of 

two hundred pounds weight of sawed pieces, and also to 

make a variety of little article'S in straw, bone, wood, and 

('opper, to sell to those who visited the prison. The 

prison dres'S con~ists of a jacket, or surtout of white wool­

len, white ~hirts, hats, flannel stockjn~s, and Jeather shoes. 

The conduct of these unfortuJlate persons is anuually re­

ported to the magistrate, who regulates the period of thair 

('onfinement, where the case will admit of an exercise of 

discretion, b~ such report. 

In a comer of the yard I was shewn a ",,\I, in which, K 

the person who is confined in it does not illceomwtly pump 
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out the wa.ter let into it, he must inevitably he drowned 

but the gaoler informed me, that it had not been used 

for many years, and that it was now only an oLject of 

terror. In the warehouses, which are very shabby, were 

piles of rasped wood for dying of , 'arjuu5 colours; amongst 

others, the Evonymus Europa.~us, the J\forus Till('toria . 

and the IIrelllotoxy lum Campechionum. I was informed, 

that women who are attached to the prisoners , arc per­

mitted to vi;,it them at stated period ... , without any Tt'­

straint, by which olle of the great political object.-; of Hoi­

land. the t:llcouragcment of population, docs not suffer 

by this wholesome separation of the faulty from the blame­

less members of society. The number of prisoners amount­

ed to 124; they were far from looking healthy; this I 

attributed more to the height of the walC. enclosing tho 

yard, which. as well as the number of logwood piles, must 

greatly impede the circulation of the air. than to excess 

of toil and severity of treatment. The prisoners are not 

encumbered with irons, and I should think an escape from 

such a prison might be easily effected. 

From the rasp-house I proceeded to the work-house, in 

the east quarter of the city, close to the Muider and Prince 

Gra"ats, an establishment which I believe has no parallel 

in the world. It is a vast building: the purpose, to which it 

i. applied are partly correctional and partly charitable. The 
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number ofper"oll,<;' within its walls, when I saw it, amonnfed 

to seven hundred and fifty of both sexes, and the anllual 

c:\pcnce is ahout one hundred thou.,and florins. In the 

rooms belonging to the governors and directresses, are 

some exquisite pictu,:es by Vandyke, Rembrandt, and 

Jordaens. In a va'it room very cleanly kept and well ven­

tilated, were an immense numl>er of women, occupied ill 

sewing. spinning. &c. ; amongst them was a fine, hand­

some, hearty looking .Irish woman, who had been confined. 

1\>"0 years at the instance of her husbanJ, for being more 

fond of a tittle true Schidam gin than of her liege spouse. III 

another vast apartment, secured by massy iron railing and 

graterl windows, were about seventy female COJlvicts, who 

appeared to be in the highest state of Jjo;cipline, and were 

very indu!'triottsly and silently engaged in making lace, &c. 

under the stiperiutcllllellcy of a govern('~s. From the walls 

of the roum were su~pendcd illstruUlen~s of punishment, 

"ueh RS scourges, iron~ fvr t hl: leg'), &c. which, we were 

informpu, Wl~rc not ~p:u'ed u.pon the !:Ili~htest a.ppearance 

of insubordination. These women are ~l"'ays kept apart 

trolH the r,'<;t. 'I'lu· \nJ'ds of ttw ll1f'n, ami tht'school. 

TOOIn\ il)r a. grf"at Hum her of children, who fire educated 

~nd maintained tlllth:r the same roof, as well as the dormi­

tories, were in the hi~hest state of neatness. II! another 

part of t.his building, Bever shewn to strangers, 'Were cou­

fined about ten young ladiell), of very respectaWe, and 
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some of'very high familit's, sent there by their parents or 

friends for undutiful deportment, or some other oomestie 

uffence-they are compelled to wear a particular dress as 

a mark of degradation, obliged to work a stated number 

of hours a day, and are occa..,ionally whipped: they are 

kept apart by themselves, and no one but a father, mo­

ther, brother, or si~ter. can see them tluring the ir confine­

lllent, anti then only by an ordcr from onc of the clireetors. 

Hu')hantis may here, upon complaint of extravagance, 

JrullkeJllle~S, &c. duly pron:-u, send thcir wives to ue con­

fined and re(;cive the discipline of tht' house ; amI wives 

their husba1lds, for two thrtoe, and fOllr years together. 

'fhe allo,vaucc of food i.:. abundant and gOOll, and each 

p('r~o ll i$ permitted to walk for a proper time in the courts 

w itbiu the huilding, which are spacious. :Every ward is 

kept lockt:d, and no oue can go in or out without the 

(-.. .,pedal penlli~sjoll of the proper officer. 

Close to " this place is the piantation, a very large por­

tion ofgroullu withih the city, laid out in avenucs, and a 

great nU1I\Ucl' of littlt: gardens. formed i"nto several divi­

l'iions by strech of pretty country and surnmerphollses; 

and the whole is surrounded by canals. To this rU.f in 

fJrhe, such of the citizens and their families repair in the 

)3-uaamer to din~ or uriok tea, whose finances, or lipirit of 

f.Conomy will not admit of their having a house in the 
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country. To render these rural indulgences as cheap as 

possible. three or four families join in renting one small 

cottage, or perhaps a summer-house and garden. Never 

did any spot devoted to the pleasure of nature exhibit 

lUore silence and solemnity: no sports. no p~tjme J no 

laugh nor gambol: the females drink their tea and work. 

and the men smoke in peaceful taciturnity, and scarcely 

)nove their eyes from their dificrent occupations, unless 

some very animating and attractive object passes . 

In my way from the plantation to the elegant country 

residence of a Dutch merchant of high respectability J I 

passed, a few miles from Amsterdam, two buria! places of 

the Jews, who wisely bury their dead in the country; the 

other inhabitants follow the baneful practice of burying 

in the churches and church-yards in the city, where 

the catholics deposit their dead very frequently in pro­

testant churches. In Holland the honors of funeral pomp 

are scarcely ever displayed: the spirit of economy, which 

seems to be tl,e tutelar saint of the.. moist regions, 

seldom incurs a further expence than a plain coffin, 

which costa' little, awl some genuine tears or sighs, which 

cost nothing. To describe the numerous churches, cha­

pels, and conventicles of. the religious of all persuasi ..... , 

who since the revolution .live . in cordial amity with each 

other~ and with the !IOvernment, umler whicl) they enjoy 
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the rights of equal citizenship, would be a laborious and 

not a very interesting labour. The quakers here, and 

in every other town in Holland, are vt'ry few: the Jt:ws 

and the anabapti~to; arc very numerour.;, and there are 

many roman catholics. Before the revolution the clergy 

of the estabhshed church were paid by the government; 
they, ali well as every other priest or pastor, are now sup­

ported at fixed sa\ari~, raised rateably amongst the in­

habitants of the parishes in which they officiate, <>ach sect 

supporting its own minister. In every pari.!!h registers of 

births, marriages, and death" are T<>gularly kept. The 

church-yaros are not disg:aced, like onrs, with low faceti­

()U~ epit:tphs, more calculated to make the living merry, 

than to lead them to serious meditation. Each pari..'1h. 

maintains its own poor, under the controul of a council. 

They have also, as with us, out-door poor. The sabbath 

is kept in Holland with the same solemnity as in England. 

The great number of noble charitable institutions in Am­

sterdam, in which the .ick and the friendless of all per­

suasions are received and cherished, without any recom­

mendation bu.t that of affiiction, cannot fail to impress a.. 

stranger with admiration, though to enumerate them here 

would not be Tery entertaining to the reader. 

There are severalliterary societies in Amsterdam, which 

are supported with equal spirit and liberality. The Feli" 



:104 FELIX MERITUS. 

Meritis is the principal public institute; it is supported by 

private subscriptions; no money is paid upon admission; 

foreigners are admitted with a subscriber's ticket, but no 

native can be received unleRs he is a suhscriber. This 

place is a. la.rge building, containing some fine apartments. 

particularly the music-room, which, during the concerts. 

i.s much resorted. to by the most opulent and fashiollabl~ 

families, many of whom play, with the assistance of profes­

sional performers. There are also rooms de"oted to philo­

sophy and the arts. In the painting-room I was shewn 

some works of the modern Dutch painters, which wel'e not. 

above mediocrity: they appear to have lost that cxqui~ite 

art of colouring. which so eminently distinguished their 

predecessors. This circum.stance is very singular, consider­

ing how many ingenious arti.,ts this city has produced, 

amongst whom may be enumerated the tllft:e Does, Grif­

fier, ScheUinks, lbe celebra.ted Adrian, and "'~illjam Van­

dervelde, &c. M. Smit, and Mr. De Winter, very opulent 

merchants, have a fine collection of paintings. 1\1r. Van 

Brenton has also a valuable cabinet, in which are the only 

Venetia.n pictures supposed to be in Uolland; and in the 

surgery is a noble picture by Rembrandt. 
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CHAPTER XVIII . 

.... • UTCII 'I'Dlftv-TBU'l'KIUt 'n.1PFlt-TH! llOHDELL-1l!f­

GtJL.4& VILLAGE Oi .aOCI.-SURD.lH--IlOTTJ.oa OF .£T£8 TB~ 

GREA.T--CLIMJ.TE} DIVISIONS, AND POPULATION OF HOLUKP-, . 
JOURNEY TO ZEYST-- DUTCH FOND OF COFFEE--5bU.LL FAItM'-~ 

'1'1(;'fURE OP .. M:'feR PEASANT'S IIfES'f'-o.EFFECTB OF INDtJ8TR\'­

'A.UQE OF IOIIT.oflt»-Pl'aAM:ID RAn!:D f.N ROMoa 'Of' .Ow ... PJ. ... ,,£ 
--SOCIETY OF JlEaRENHUTHER5--Tll.EIR HOVIE .NO lNTEANAL 

AllfiANGEMENT8 DESCRIaED. 

T~E Dutch theatre is large and handsome, 

arul has a noble front. On the night I was there, Madam 

Wattier performed : she occupies the same place in the 

pl1blic estimation in Hoiland as the i",mortal Siddons 

does ill that of Engla.nd; she is adVllIlCed in years, but .till 

COl}tiuues to display great tragic qualities: at the same time 

lJer manner is rather too vehement for a.n English auditor. 

Tlle principal dancer ill the ballet wu l\IademoiseUe 

l''IIly •. w\lo dances with great agility . 'fhe scenery is 

g","-,., '. Duri,,!! the interval betweell U,e acts, the people 

'l"it the house, te ~ refreslunents .and walk in the open 

'Ii< ; . .upqa tbeie occuiona Ule national spirit is again dis­

play..,d; as there i8 DO half-price, little boys hover round 

~.,.loo~ •• w.d.\>jcl upon each other for the purchase of 

~~ ..... ""lIliaoion.ticl<eto of those "'00 come out, for ~he 

RR 
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purpose of re-selling them at a profit. The FrellCh theatre 

is Slltall but lIeat, and tolerably well supplied witb per­

formers. After the play it is usual to go to the Randell • 
• 

where the higher classes of tbe wonten of the town as-
semble to waltz. This assembly-room, like the spm .. ooue 
of Rotterdam, is frequented by tradesmen, tbeir wives and 

their children. After hearing 80 much of this place. I was 

greatly disappointed on viewing it. The assembly-room i. 

smail and shabby, the mUiic ""retched, and adjoining is a 

smalJ square court, with tlJree or four trees in it, scantily. 

decorated with about a dozen lamps. Such is the cele­

brated Randell of Am.terdam, which the Dureh who have 

never visited England contend is superior to our Va""haIl. 

With a large and very agreeable party. I made an ex­

cursion into North Holland, where we vioited Brock, one 

of the most curions, and one of the prettiest 'Villages in 

Holhmd. The street. are divided by little rivulets: the 

h"""" and summer-h01lfleS, fOrmed of wood painted gmen 

'and white, are very hartdoeme, tbough whillloiaol in their 

shape, and are all remUkably neat. They are likeoo'mM>J 

'I!I1IUso\eums, for the .ilenee of 4eath reigns throughout the 

place. The inhabitant., who _veto""e.'" peelllAr ___ 
tian amon!!"t fhemsel-.es, -'Y ctet admit '. ttnil!l!& 

within their dOOrs, and hold lnrt little intePc:ollna'Witir each 
otbet-. During our alay. we saw ""'y the ''fMIeo til twG9f 
them, and those by a steslt1Jy peep. They are very rich, 
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.0 much so, that many of their culinary u!cnsils are of 

... Iid .gold. The shutters of the wiJldows ill front of the 

h0U8e8 are always kept shut, and the principal entrance is 
• 

never opened bllt on the marriage or the death of one of 

the &aWy. . The pavement of the street is tesselated with 

all sort. of little pebbles and cockle-shells, and are kept 

in sllch exquisite order, that a dog or a cat are never seeri 

tOltrespass 'upon it; and it is Aid, that formerly there was 

a law which obliged all passengers to take off their shoes 

in the summer when they walked upon it; that a man was 

once reprimanded for sneezing in the Itreets; and latterly, 

a def!1;YtnaD, upon being appointed to fill the church on 

the demise of a very old predeccessor, was treated with 

great shyness by hi. flock because he did not (unwittingly) 

take off his shoes when he ascended the pulpit. The gar­

den. of this village produce deer, dogs, peac<><:ks, chairs, 

tables, and ladders, cut out ill box. Such a museum of 

vegetable statuary I never wiblessed before. Brock re­

presents a sprightly ball-room well lighted up, without a 

11>111 in the orchestra or upon the floor. From Brock we 

~ to Saardam, which at a small distance seelllS to 

be & city of windmills. The houses are principally built 

of wood, <W""y ODe of which has a little fa,ntastic baby­
I01t of garoen. . Government has discontinued building 

'ship of war here" which used to be .. source of great p~ 

perity to the town; bowever, its numerous paper and 8&11'-

aa2 
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illg mills employ a vast number of bands, and produca 

great opulence to tbe place. We paid our homage to the 
woodell cottage where Peter the Great re,ided wben he 

• came to this place to learn the art,of ship-building; iUs 
very small, and stands in .: garden, and i. in wlenble p_ 

servation. The wuwen in North Holland...., said to be 

handsomer than ill allY other part of ille country. A5 1 

wu very desirous of commencing my tour 06 tae Rhine, 
I was glad tp return to Amsterdam. 

The climate of Holl."d i. moist, but rar from bring 

unpleasant or unwholesome, althougltSOtne trawellers.have 

thought pruper to sa.y it consi. nf six months of rain and 

six mantAs of bad weather. The principal diyisio ... of 

the country are at pre'tent the same M they were during 

the republic. namely, Holland. Overy"el, Zealand, Fries­

land, Utrecht, Groningen, Gueldcri.»d, and Zutp'lCn, "-­
si<les the Texel and oil",r i>land.; but the king bas it ita 

contemplation, it is .aid, <X speedily dividing tire kin!!­

dom into ten departments. Holland,,~ 113 ,cities 
or large towns, l4QO villajlts, an<l .,.,...ly, 2,1!OO,(JW inb ... 

bitants. The military force o.f JIolland,amooQki tn abollt 

40.000 OIvalry and inm,>try. , A P"I'aIa4ion, .... d,a "ior ... 

wb>clt ca.not but astonish the .... der, "-Dea , Ie teft_ 

"!K'" tire !OJ''' soil, and ,position of tlteeountry, 



J.iftl:4nded to have taklen .the treckwblJyt tu Utrecht • 

.. ,·IIIt,ayer . Amitel · i. all the way 4int!d ·wjth the moot 

~tj(tIl. COUiltry-ltOU"" and grounds in Holland; but ... • • 
tftIT\!llrWndjl ·of mine in Amsterdam obligingly proposed 

..,..,.....~ me, and were strongly desirou. that 1 should 

_ N~"Sooot.d.YIoe, and ""me other place. ;11 om way, 
\he. \odot·w .. JOe!ioquubed for the cau ioge. 1 howev.r re­

.. mmen4,tito-·_ e)kr not to omit going to Utrecht by 

~ter . . EKCleUellt ,""rriage"·.,", h",,,,. are amY' to be 

pl'Oc;Ured at"a lar!(e livelY stable keeper'. who reside. DCar 

the .Utreckt.od,e Poort, or Utrecht Gate. in Amstenlam. 

clooe.~ the houle (rom which the Utrecht treekochuyto 

proceed: ioc U""" he "",st make the best bargain h~ en, a>" ... ill be wbully at the mercy of the proprietor. The 

inconvenience and imposition arising from travelling in 

lle&ad ...., wequt:ntly 6eve,ely Jelt, <>JI acCOll/lt ef there 

beiDg DO re!!ular pooting. In AmsterdaDt the Pl'iae <>h 

carriage li>r the day ;. fourt ... n fl""iflll, and Eo.: this the 

coachman provides for wmoelf .nd bo<ocs. The bacs. -of 

OUT ~ towa ..... the be ...... , foldt!d into two div;"ioo., 

ruotillg'upoa the hool seat, "" that .. ben the .,...hion was 

placed upoo. it, t/oIt &eIIt w .. only a little raised; thUI 

the cooch beeame · .either cl<>Se or open: til\! roof was 

ned, In tbOa vebicle, .. ith ,," pai< of pd -honea, ft 

oet ... · i>r Naardeo, .-lllean, pretty little town. Olld -

.kilfuUy IIlId .tron,;ly fortified than IPY other tOWD ;. 
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H()Jland: here the same tta1ll\l1i11ity 'feigns U ;" IMIt· of 

the other Dutch ~untry towns. From the rMnpatts, 

wbieh present a very agreeable wallt, there ia .;. lIoe ~ 
of the Zuyder Zee on the northem !lide, tile .. liter III 
which being in many places very ahaU_, at" dbltMce ..... 
sembled moving mounds of sand. Here, .Ild ~ .. j .. «"out dte 

journey, our 'Coachman gav., the p"*renr.e to ctWfee, 01 

which the Dutch are remarkably fond, i..-.! of wioe or 
"piritll, with his dinn.... From economy, as I ohoenJed at 
this plaoe and elsewhere, the middling people keep a b;t of 
lugar-candy in thelr mouth wtIen tbey drink tea 'or ooMfee, 

instead of using sugat in tbe way In! do. Our hMt regaled 
us after dinner with a volunteer desert of some',,!!ry delicious 

pears, wbich grew In >tery great profusion in his tardetl, 

From this place to Soestdyke, ORe of the two Country 
palaces of tbe King allowed by the constitution, the roads 
are very sandy, and we were obliged to take four horses. 

In the neighbourhood of Naarden the country is covered 

with buck-wheat; which, aft<er we had ad'l'Iinoed'aimdt fdDT 

English 'miles, began to urida1ate, atIl! prestirt a Vlity'beau­
ti!ul appearance, 'the many spin!! and' chiillnies of vil­
lages peeping above the trees in all d/t't!ctioots, 'tile .nudI 

divisions 'of land; the neat" ,,:t'l\) ,.jum~lotlil! ' lit1le '~ 

t>ouses which abolinded":o.: aU .idea .of OJ; '-PJtooeritecl". 
picture of indusuy IUIa iiros'penit ' .el1tOlD, ~n In any 



'other · counby. The 8OI1Ud .. ,w;.d<l!"l. ili~played by the 

n..~.iA preveuting the llvergrow,th"nd..ll9ru;olidatioil oJ 

"',~ .• ,.c:llnDot fail to strike the observ~tiQnpfthet .. axeller, 
'IIn4 jJ!Utioularly .. all ·English one. ~y tbis IiAlmirable,po-

1iGy • . &1I&nd is euabled to maintain its . com~tive ,i1'I,~ 

_OIe. ,POPUIMion. under the .gr""tdi.,wvantage. of 'I soil 
'far foom.he.ingjn.general genial; ~n~e it is but little bur­

iIa~· witt,. paupers, an~ .ben,ce tile, abundance of its pro­
"isi"" • .. In Eogla,nd, 011 thecol!trary, the farlne~s, grow!' 

"puIe!>t 'b)' .. "ailing themselves of the calamities. of u,,"c 
·p!l>d.uctive ""."",s, ,and consequent scarcity, have for 
maoy,years .past omitted no opportunity, by grasping at 

.every p"robase, to enlarge their e.ta~; and hence a por­

tiOll of land which, if separated into small allotments, 

would give food, and a moderate profit, to ""'J families, 
is no .... m~pow...d by 011<; and those who ought to be 
farmers 00 a· .11OAil acaIe, are now obliged to toil as la­
bourers in tbe field. of their employer, at wages tbat are 
no,t sufficieot, if their farnilieo, are numerous, to prevent 

~ ~y, of their applying for parochial aid. If some 

legi"'~i,", pr .... iaiop (lOuld be effected to _train this moo­

sU"e~ &lid. growing.evil,. ,by that ardent and cordial lover 
e(,biH\lUnfq'j ~,;~ly of tbe lower classes of ..,.. 

.~j~" ;W;~, who ba4 so Iaw:\obl)' in )lBriiame,,:t 

.~bis eDji&~~iPiod to ameliorate the, conditio,! ,!f 

._. it 'l'.PuI!I).>e,_ of tbe.l!IQlt ~eli~ .meas\l~ 
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that ever recei ved the fiat of tbe l3ritish senate. I do not 

repine to see thc faome)"S, or any other respectable clasa of 

men, receive and enjoy the honest fruits of their owo ~ 

terprize and industry: I could see with lea ¥egret all 

those deceot and frugal habits of the farm wbich OIlCe cha­

racteri..ed the yeomanry <>f England aupenoed6d by, the 
folly and fashion of the go.y and diosipated; th" farmer 

drinking his bottle of pott iustead of some cheap salulH:ious 

ale; his daughter, no IOllger brought up in the dairy. r<>­

turning from a boarding-school. to mingle tbe sounca of 

her harp \lrith the lowing of cows, or . reluctantJy going to 

'the market of the adjoining town. tricked out in aukward. 

misplaced finery J with a goose in one hand aad a pa~(l l 

in the other. did oot the ,poor classea of ,.ociety become 

poorer • ...,d the hwnb~ more humiliated. by tRe CaU,", of 

this marvellous metamonphosis iu rU1'al ec()nomy. ,10 HoI­

land. I was well inlOrmed. there i. not a .farm that exceeds 

lifty acre.. and ""ry few of, that e"tent.. There tbe eco­

nomy obserred in and.. about the ,14 peasant's: .nest.," is 

truly gratityillg: the t¥-r. hi, "ife .... Jld; a' \lullltlr!lQ pro­

gon,.. 'exh,bit ,faces of healtb and "'-Pf>in-; ,t.beir .. dwcl­

ling is rem.aJ'kabl~ for , it .. A¢atuOlS, ... nli , ~der .UUlQOIgWut; 

in the orch~td1>ehind. abQaAding.-wjth' all ·oruta • .oi. deb­

t ious frtti,t./ -,tb&'H Mld-~ f .. UeIi~ ... jj,'-:"T<,"",r 

'ie<'ky co.'s ,feed : in ., hlxV\'ia .. t adjoining "~,,,,; 

tho <mn .. 1aIId .. ~<I- w.ita-turk,i."Nlllddl1wK; aaI 



the ponds with ducks and geese, Such i. the picture 01 
a Dutch farm, 

Notwithstanding the enormous tax upon land, and a 

tax upon cattle per head, an imposition unknown to any 

other country, the expenee of contributing to the support 

of the dykes, the duty on salt, and a variety of other 

charges, amounting to more than fifty per cent. on the 

value of their land, the beneficial effects arising from small 

farms, and the simplicity, diligence, and economy of the 

Dutch farmer, enablE' him to discharge those" expenees, and 

his rent, with punctuality, and with the .urplus of his profit 

to support his family in great comfort. '1.'0 these causes 

alone can be attributed the astonishing supplies which are 

sent to the different markets, North Holland, so cele­

brated for its cheese, supplies Enkuysen, upon an average, 

with two hnndred and fifty thousand founds weight of 

that valuable article of life, and Alkmaar with three hun­

dred thousand, per week , In a very small space in the isle 

of Amak, within about two English miles of Copenhagen, 

no leoa than four thousand people, descendants of a colony 

from East Frie,land, invited o,'er by one of the kings of 

Denmark to supply tbe city with milk, cheese, butter, and 

'Vegetables, are enaPled to live and flourish, and continWl 

tu aupply that city with these articles, I remember being 

Io\ghly' delighted witli seeing tbeir dwelling. aDd little luxu-

OJ! 



31. DUTCR A01ItC'lfLn ••• 

riant gardens; nOr did I ever 'see tQ many penon. living 

within so small a space, except in an encampment. An ex:­

perienced English agriculturist who had visited Holland, 

iuformed me that he thought the Dutch farmers did not 

sufficiently dress th.ir land. Tire vegetable 8ail is in ge­

neral 80 thin, that trees in exposed situations are usually 

topped, to prevent their being thrown down by the wind. 

In that part of Holland which I am describing, on ac­
mant of its being well sheltered, there is a large growth 

of wood. Upon leaving the romantie and exquisitely pic­
turesque village of Baren, we entered the rQyal chace, 

which occupies a v .... t track of ground: ill this forest the 

trees are generally poor and thin, but I saw some fine 

beeches amongst them. On the borders of this c\w;e are 

two country villl\S, in the shl>pe of pagoda.., belonging to 

a priva.te gentleman, the uovelty and gaudy col()uring of 

whiek ""rved to animate the sombre appearance of tire 

forest behind. 

In the eve.ing we reached the principal inn, -at.' S-t­
-tlyke; lying at the end ,,£ a very long avenue in theJ"..,st , 

oIIiefly filled: with young oaks, .. little fatigued with the 

tedium prodnced by the he'"'Y roads through 'I1'lliob 
we bad wa8ed; bowever, after 'oeme 'n!&eshing>te& taken 

l~der the tree .. near the 1Iouoe, we I'rbceeMd to view tbe 

pa\anti, tbimwrIy a fatorite sporting clIoate& .. <If tbe~ 
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family. A tolerable plain brick,house on the 1'* of the 

entrance, composed the lodge, and after paasing through 

a large court, we ascended by a flight of step. to the prin­

cipal entrance of this palace, if palace it may be called. 

for a residence more unworthy of a prince I have Iljver 

seen. The only part of the house ill any degree descrvi"!! 

of notice was the ha.ll, the sidell of which were decorated 
with the emblems of rural recreation, the implements of 

husbandry, and all the apparatul of hunting, fishing, and 

shooting, tolerably well executed. The rooms were prin­

cipally white-washed, and destitnte of furniture: the win­

dows were large, and the pane. of glasa very small, fas­

tened with lead, such as are used in cottages : in short, 

the whole palace presented the appearance of a country 

mansion in England of the date of Charles the First, de­

serted by the family to whom it belonged, and left to the 

care of the tenants who rent the estate to which it be­

longs. N othing could be more dreary and desolate. The 

king and queen partook of a cold collation here a short 

time J:/elbre I vi.ited it, provided by the family who rented 

the place of the .tate, and occupied it when we visited it. 

I was not surprised tn hear that the royal family staid ollly 

one hour, durin!'; which they ocarcely ventl!red out of a 
~ naked room .1>t tile back part of the house, calIed the 

gnml saloon: ooe ef the young princes gave a son of the 

·gentlCll\&Il who oecupied the premiaes, an elegant wat"eh 
os! 
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set round with brilliants. I could not help retlecting a little­

upon the di'igu~t thi!' vi&.it must ha.ve given to the queen. 

ho had ju,t arrived from Paris, and from all the voluptuous 

and tasteful magnificence of the new imperial court. Tite 
pal'I,Ce i. surrounded by a ditch half liUed with green stag­

lIallt water, the dulness of which was only relieved by the 
croaking of a legion of undisturbed frogs. The gardens and 

grounds, which abounded with hares, are very fonnally 
disposed into dull, un .. "haded, geometrical walk,;, After 

supper, a brilliant moon and c1oudle •• night, attracted u, 

into one of the most bea.utiful and majestic avenues of 

beeches I ever saw, immediately opposite the pili ace : as 

we sat upon II bench, looking tbroI>gh an opening UpOll 
the bright bespangled heavens, the dc&Criptioll of our di­

vine bard stole upon my mind: 

- Look how the floor of Leavell 

Is thick inlaid With patterns of bright gold! 

Tbere's not the smallest orb, which thou behold""t, 

But in its motiDn like an angel lings. 

M.,."A"", of J7 """', A<:I V. Ii.- I. 

III.,this wood are several genteel country-liouses, many 

of whicb w= formerly occupied by those who belonged 

to the Orange collrt. The iIm here i. much freqll£l;lt.W., 

the acCQmw.odation. of .which ire good,·by the people of 

Amsterdam, wJ>o freq\ll!Dtly Ilt'!ke parties to it. &\1d it • 



the great resort of those married COUP/dl fresh from the 

altar, until the h9J1ey-mooll is in her wane. 

In the morning about five o'clock we set olf ror Zeyst, 

Or Ziest, and passed through a lar~e tract of champagJle 

country, interspersed with short bru.hwoO'd, the dull 

monotony of which was at last relieved by a vast pyramid, 

erected by the French troops who were encamped in the 

immense open space in which it stands, amounting to 

SO,OCK> men, under the command of General Marmont. 
On the four sides are the following inscriptions: . 

INSCRIPTION ON THE GRAND F:n.ONT~ 

" This pyramid was raised to the august Emperot of 

the French, Napoleoll the Fi"t, by the troops encamped 
in the plain of Zeyst, being a part of the French and Ba­

tavian army, commanded by the Commander in Chief, 

Marmont:' 

lNSCRIPTION ON THE &EeONn FRONT". 

Battles gained by t,,,, Emperor. 

" The battles of Montenotte, de Dego, and Millesimo, 
of Mend",,;, the passage of the Po, the battle of Lodi, 

tha eogagemeat of Berguetto, the passage of the Mincio; 

the ba.ttleo of LoBato, uf Castiglione, of the Brenta, of 

St, Georges, of Arcola, of la Favourite, of ehebreis, of 

Sediman, uf Montabor, of A&oukir, of Marengo. 



'rRE py AWID. 

Wherever he fought he was victorio\ls. 

hrough him the empire of France w enlarged by one­

third. 

He filled the world with his glory." 

IPTION ON TH~ THIRD FRONT. 

~, He termi d the civil war; he destroyed all cabals, 

and cau a wise 'berty to succeed to anarchy; he fC­

e tablished religious worship, be restored the public credit, 

he enriched the lie treasury, he repaired tb.e roads and 

. 'Constructed he made' harbours and canals, he 

caused the . nces to prosper, ameliorated the 

""~""" ·.ICDe· rs-the general peace was his work." 

'~:';\'.i:;~. - THE FOURTH FRONT. 

camped in the plains of Zeyst, making 

nart. I!t511ai1l •• 11 and Batavian army, commanded by th~ 

_"" 'lP-~- Marmont.l and under his orders,. by the 

; ••• ,V division, Grouchy, Boudet, Vignolle, the Ba-
leutenant, General Dumonceau, the Generals of 

c. [here follows a long Jilt of the Dames 

he other officers, too tedious to enumerate; a very 

ang Ii t of the ditferent divisions of the ts to ic 
the a e officers belonged,] have this mon ment 

to the glory of the Emperor of the French, Napoleon the 

First, at the epoch of hie cending the throne, and as ' a 





token of admiration and love, aeJlLenIi 

diers, have all co-operated with 

commencecl the 2411, Fructidor, 

thirty-two days." 

The whole was designed by the chief of .,.._ .. ·IIUD of 

engineers. The total height of this stupend monument 

is about 36 metres, or 110 French feet; that of the obe­

lisk, exclusive of the soc/e, is about 13 me , or 42 

French feet. O"ne end of the base of the pyramia is 48 

metres, or 148 feet. From the su it of the obelisk the 

eye ranges over a vast extent of country-Utrecht, Amers­

fort, Amsterdam, Haarlem, the Hague, Dordrecht, Ley­

den, Gorcum, Breda, Arnheim, im~, Bois Due,. 

Cl ves, Zutphen, Dewenter, Swol, and a. great ~rt ot 

the Zuyder Zee, may be distinctly seen on a fine clear day. 

Upon thil spot it is in contemplation i:mn:aeo:.' 

cree a w city, the building of which, and the c ttin of 

a be connected with the adjoining na· tion~ 

h.,'} .... ldy a..:nm1enced. Zeyst is a very handsome to 

or ........ ,-=r. uiblage of country hoU8eS, it aboun 

amlllet_nllllllllltMl·oDS and pleasant woods, and is much WI 

_lUBer by the middling classes of 

it under the 

ionally~ 



ing at those who pass, without feeling any inclination to 

lIlove themselves-what all enviable state of indifference 
to all the bustle and broil of this world I upou which they 
seem to gaze as if they were sent into it to be spectators 

and not actors. Who, upon reflection and sober compari­

son, would not prefer this If even tenaur" to the peril of 

the chace and tile {e.'er of dug-day balls! 

The principal hotel here is upon a noble scale, the po­

litc~ attentions are paid to strangers, and the charges are 

far from being extravagant. The only striking object of 
cUriosity in the town is a very spacious buildmg, for­

m.erly btlonging to Count Zinzelldorf, and now to a fra­

ternity of ingenious and industriouos Germans, amounting 

to eighty pen.ons, who have formed themselves into a 
rational and liberal society, called the IIerrcllhutht:fs, or 

Moravians. This jlDmen~e house, in its object, though 

not in its appearance, re5!'mbles our Exeter 'Chang", but 
infinitely more the splendid depot of goods of every de­

scription, kept by a very wealthy aod highIY .. J:eSP"Ct­
able Englishman of the name of Hoy at Pet«sburgh. 

UWn ringing at the principal entrance, we were received 
with politeness by one of the brotherhQ9d, in the !;Iress 

of a layman, ",ho ~Iocked it and c;QQdU¢ted us into 

ten good siZl'd rooms, each con.taining every article of_ 

~ose trades most useful, 8 .. eh ~ watc!ullal,,:rs. 8i1v~rs",itbs.· 
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saddlers, milliners, grocers, are: ' :U""y of the.e artiCles 
are manufactured by the brethren whoba\'e been tutored 

, . 
ill 'England'; ;!" ,have been "imported 'froltl our country, 

The artifiCers '~"rk upon the base>nent ~tory, at the' back 

of the house, :and no sound of"trade is 'heard ; on the con­

t ... ry, the tranquillity of a monastery pen'ades the whole, 

After inspecting the different shop-rooms, it will repay 
the' trouble of the traveller to make interest to 'see the 
other part of the premises, shewn only upon particular ap_ 

plication. The refectory is a large room, kept wit.h great. 
cleanliness ~ and the meals of the fraternity, if I may judge 

by so much of the dinner as was placed upon the tablet 

are very far from partaking of the simple fare of conycntual 

austerity. A bOil vivant would have risen from their table 

without a murmur. , In this room were several music .. 

stands, used every other evening at a concert; the vocal 
and instrumental music of which 'is supplied by certain 

me,mbers ofthe brotherhood, who I was told excelled in 

tll'il't'tleg.tnt accomplishment. In the chapel, which was 
';' 1' . 

1'€lDa:r\:ably neat, there ,~as an organ, and on the wall "'as 

a very energetic address from one of the society upon 'hi. 
, retiri~g from':lt, handsomely framed and glazed. The uor­

mitory up~'the· top of tile house partook of the same 

' spirit of tleanIUies~ 'and order. Never was any sectarian 

" aSsociation {ormeil' upon more liberal and comfortable jl'rin-
TT 
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ciples . In short, it is a society of alJliable, iudustrious, 
and agreeable men, who form a coalition of ingenuity and 

diligence for their slIpport, and benevolently remit tbe 

surplus of their income, after defraying t.beirown e"pences, 
to their brethren established in the Ea,t and West T ndies, 

and other parts of the .... odd. They marry whenever they , 
please; but those who taste of this blissful state ~re 1Iot 
permitted to have the chambers in the house, although 

they may COlltribute their labours, and receive their quota 
of subsistence from it. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE MALL OF UTRECHT-A GASCONADE"'"'""'THE RHINE-CONQUEST or 
UTR£CftT-TRE ('ATH£onAL-B£AUTiFUL LINES-ANECDOTr.S OF 

DISTI'NGtllSH£D rBRSON8 .0 ... .£.T UTa.£CH~HE .UiT1ENT INlI"­

lU'UNTS-A. DIR.ECTIO"-THE CITY OF '&'RNIU:J~IIr..-C:OTE op 

BECK-DUCHY OF BERG-CLEVES-ANECDOTE OF TRIRI.-J. TEDI­

ous FORM-ANECDOTE OF BROWN BR&J.D-THE CGNTRAST-TBE 

IlECEPTION-BON.tP'&'RTE'S HATRED OF ENOLIS •. 

AFTER we had amused ourselves with roving 

about this agreeable place, we set off for Utrecht. I have 

before mentioned the manner in which the Dutch compute 

distances, and although I had for some time been accus­

tomed to hear hours substituted for miles, yet as I was 

no longer on the canals, it sounded somewhat strange to 

hear a charming lady of our party observe, which she did 

with perfect Dutch propriety, when we were speaking of 

the prob'lble time in which we should arrive at Utrecht; 

" Surely our horses must be po~r indeed if they cannot ~o 

" six hours ;..,~." Our road lay througl> a very rich 

aad beauti~, w~ll drained, 'abounding with neat 

COOIpatt little ~,' orchards, wood pianlBtions, the lofty 

and venerable tower. 0( Utrerht appearing full in our view 

TT2 



U the menace of the conqueror 

incere, which I can scar.cely believe, he united the 

1Ult8es, s barbarism of a Vandal to the ferocious rapadty. 

ty nt. Louis· overran this province, and the greatest 

.of Guelderlaod, Overyssel, and Holland, at the head 

~ •• ~ hundred thousand men, in Ie s than a month, a ra­

Mt!1..v of ictory almost incredjJ)le, though infinitely sur-

~~.~ by the arms of Franee in the present times. l'he 

~a-ss Qi the French king was, celebrated. in the follo,v.-





'THE RHINE. 

uently to be traced. The canals are about t enty feet 

below the street; and the ccess to them fur the servauts of 

the adjoining houses is by a subterranean passage. These 

canals are very nch neglected, and were cove d in all 

directions with cabbage-stalks, leaves, and oth r -egetable 

substance, left to putrify upon the urface. There I first 

beheld a branch of the Rhine unmingled with other wa­

ters. This mighty river has partaken of the mutability 

to which every thing sublunary is subjected~ Near the 

village of Cooten, about twelve,miles from Utrecht, the 

traveller may contempla:te com waving and cattle depa -

truing where once it rolled its bt-oad majestic waters,. now 

cimini bed to a little streamlet: its division into the two 

great c?pious and navigable streams takes place a little 

above Nimeguen: the right branch retains the name of 

the Rhine; the left is called the Waal, a word expre siN 

of a defensive boundary, which separated the antient Ba­

tavians from their hostile neiahbours on the outhern bor­

der: the former, during its superabundance, produced a 

small branch called the Lack, which ran near. the little 

city of 'Vyk, by Deursteue, dir eted its course towartls 

Utrecht, upon which. it bestowed the name of Ultra tra-

jectum, pass throygh Woer4kn Leyden, and dis mhogued 

itself into the Ocean at Catwy k : latte brandl. 

in rolling its wa.te 

the Maas, and t . 

towards the sea, ineorporated with 

. ted strea.ms were (alie the ew 
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Jllaa" under which name they lIow by Dort, R!>Uertlals. 
and other cities, into the sea. Had rivers tongues, as poets 

feign they have, this much-inju.red ~ <If ,til/:. Rbine 

might have exclaimed "ith Wolsey. f.I!!If' am left 

-----to the merCy 

or a rude dream, that most for el'Cr bide me. 

Upon the subsioingof a great inuudation, tIle frequent 

terror of the Low Couutries, it was found that the Rhine 

had changed its channel, aud flowed iuto that of the 

Lack, to" !tich it had given birth, in cOl1sequenee of its 

.channel having been amazingly deepened by the watery 

irruption . This branch, in con~equence of the power of 

it:, watel:b no t being able to bear down the obstructions 

opposed to it, is not able to force its. way to the sea, and 

is stopped in its coul"&e near the village of Catwyk by 

mouutains uf accumulated sandJ and being compeUed to 

rt'gurgitate, is tli'!ltriuuted over, and lu:rt ill the neighbour­

ing canals. 

Th~ Freud" under Lo!!is the Fourtecuth. retained £lOs­

bes~iQu of Utrecht for littleltlOre than a year, d~ring which 

the .mag,lificent monarch was so d£ligbled wjt).l I;he pla<;e, 

that he-.hcld ~ ~ourt herelin great ~lJli"and ~plendor; 

Put tbe DJ1lcb,were heartily (tjoiced to.be reli<tved j)f thi' : 

hOIlPr. and bailed witb Aulta.tjou ti¥' 49ur in which wlU) , 
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hi. troops he retired from the country; this movement, 

however, was preceded by the demolition of their fortifica­

tions, raising heavy contributions, and exerci.,ing many 

wanton ads ofcnielty and oppression, 'which excited surh 

disgust, that nearly all the inhabitants of the province re­

solved upon transporting themselves to Bahwia. Although 

by this conquest the French had left all indelible impr~'i­

sion of di,;gust behind them, and the regular forces of the 

town aruounted to seven thousand men,. and the inhabi­

tants breathed nothing but vengeance against the Prince 

of Orange, this city surrendered to the ~Iru;. of Prubsia, 

who espoll!tcd his cause, in the year 1787. The rhyngrave ' 

of Saim, who had t.he command of the troops, covered 

himsdf with grcat dis~race, by this unresisting, cowardiy, 

;lI'~d) as it ",,-a'; genrra.lIy believed, treacherous surrender of 

the place. In 1795~ when the French troops once more 

approached the tOWIl, its gates were again thrown open, 

and they were received more as brethren than as conqnc­

,ors; but the inhabitants very SOon repenteu of this se­

cond visit, for the impobitions they levied were extremely 

severe, and the French officers selected the best rooms ill 

the best houses for Hleir quarters, to the great inconve­

nience of families so oppressed . Upon two or three doors 

<>{ very elegant mlU1\lions I saw little boards mstened, with 

tJ.e names and rank of the French officers who had taken 

lI{' their lodgings .... i.thin. The cathedral must once have 
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heen an enormous and magnificent atructure, if I may 

judge by the dome or to,,"'cr, the only part wl.ich remain" 

perfect. The ruin; present .. line specimen of the Gothi<-, 

some of the ornaments of which 'Were in high preserva­

tion, amI very beauliful. In the cloisters there is an arch~ 

the pillar. of which are apparently fastened with rope', 

which upon examination prove to be done in stone, and 

admirably executed. The tower is of the a&tonishing 

height of 46..t {pet. and from the top, on a clear day, no 

less than fifty-one walled cities and towns may be seen; 
and the pyramid erected in honor of Napoleon 'Ilt Zey.t 

l>re .. nt< a noble appearance in thi< expanded view. About 

midway in our a'lcent, we entered a vast vaulteu chamber 
with galleries in it, in which two old women reside, who, 

if they require it, supply the vi;itors with scbidam and 

biscuits to refresh themselves in their ascension, which are 

presented to them in a little room, the windows of whicl, 

are scarcely visible to the beholder on the out,ide, com­

manding a very wide and agreeable prospect. Upon the 

top of the tower there is a very numerous and fine-toned 

set of chimes. The ramparts are about four miles round 

the tower. and afford a very ag_ble and picturesque 

walk. Utrecht was once a rich and powerful 'see, the 

bisbop. of which were oovereign princ<!s; who Jg.ying the 

crosier aside. and assuming the sword. frequentJ:r waged 
bloody warfare with tbei.r· rivals tilo ' p<iIIce bishops Df 

Leyden. 
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The same causes which have thinned the nUllIuer of~tu­

Ciletlts of Leyden, have reduced those of Utrecht, which do 

not exceed 360. most of whom are the sons of the inhahit­

ants of the city. Two-thirds of the merrhal1ts of thi1l 

place ha~re connections with London. There are several 

endowments of a charitable nature. which do honor to thl' 

city. many of which ,,,,ere originally instituted , and prin­

cipally supported by English families re:-.jclent here before 

the revolution. A botanic garden has lately been formed 

near the dome of the cathedral; it is upon a small scale, 

but appeared to be well arranged. In one of the gardens 

close to the city, was a. naked little statue of Cupid, wit.h­

out arrows or wings. with the following beautiful iU!Jcrip­

lion under it ; 

N' off'rant qu'nn ('amr a Ill. bc.lulc, 
N lid romUlt ):l yetitf. 
Salis nrmcs commc I'JnlloccnCt.', 
Sun~ nllcs rnmme In Constanrf', 
Tel fut l'Amour dam Ie sieele d'or, 

011 IlC Ie lrou,·c plus, <juoiqu' on Ie cu('rcue encore. 

To Beauty give your heart, your sighs, 
No other oaering will sllc prize; 
As Truth should. unadom'd "P1K"olr 
Behold! tbe GOO is naked hu(:. 
I ,ike [unoccnce, he hac, no ann:. 
Bllt those of sweet, of'native charUl~ ; 
No "ish or power bas he to fly, 
Like tl.y pure spirit, Con .. tancy! 
Such in thr golden age was l#\'f' ! 
But now, ob I wbilber does be rove; 

UP 



.'lSO A.NEf'DOTES OJ' 9U1\M'Alf. 

In the gardens of Chantilly, the little god appeaTS in the 

same manner, and. is celebrated in the same c~qlti!o\itc" 

lines. 

A traveller can sc",,,ely enter a town in Holland which 

has not given birth to some genius, whose fame reflect~ 

Imtre upon bis country. Utrech.t enrols amongst those­

illustrious sages who reside(~J or were born within its 

walls, and who h.v~ bestowed upon it immortal cele­

brity, the learned Gtonovius, the critic; Grrevius, his 

pupil, one of the mo,t prof(}ontl ... rit~rs of the middle of 

the sixteenth century, so well known for his Thesaurus. 

Antiquitatum ct Ilistoriarum Italile, in thirteen folio vo­

lumes, and the two erudite Burmans. Doctor John~n 

thus speaks of Peter Burman, and Grooovius, and Gra:::­

viu&-" One of the qualities whit:h contributed eminently 

" to qualify Grrevius for an instructor of youth, was the 

" sagacity by which he readily di,covered the predomi­

" nant faculty of each pupil, and the peculiar designation 

.. by which nature had "'Iottet! him to any !!petie. of lite­

.. rature, and by which he was soon able to ~tennine that 

"Peter Burman was 7emarkably adapted to classical 
.. studies, and to predict the great advance he would make 

"by industriously pursuing the dirretioa of his genius. 

" 0 .. tbe other hand, animated hy the encouragement of 

" a tutor so celebrated .. GrreviUB, Peter B>\nww, by 
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If eontinuing the vigour of his application, futfiHed his 

"master's prophecy; and it has been asserted. that he 

H passed honorably ano·fairly through the classes, and 

" WM admitted into the ulllversity at the age of thir­

" teen. 

t, His biographer allows this to ha\'c been so stupenUou5 

H a progress as to surpass t he limits of all probabiJity; of 

" which indeed every man must be sensible, who considers 

" that it is not uncommon for the highest genius in our 

" country, to be entangled for ten years in those thorny 

.' paths of literature, which Burmau is represented to have 

. , passed in less than two. But this prodigy has been 

. , cleared up very satisfactorily by the following observa­

., tion. In the universities of foreign countries, they have 

., professors of philology or humanity, whose employment 

., is to imitruct the younger classes in grammarl rhetoric, 

f{ and languages; nor do they engage in the study of phi­

'( losophy , till they have passed through a course of phi­

" lo)oO'ical lectures and exercises, to which ill some places 
~ 

., two years arc commonly allotted; whereas the Engli~h 
• 

H scheme of education, which, witb regard to academical 

H studies, is more rigoroas, and sds literary honol'tJ at a 

." higher price than t.hat of a.ny other country, exacts frolll 

., the Y6uth who ate initiated in onf colleges.a degree of 

u u 2 
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" philolo~ical knowledge sufficient to qualify them for lec­

H tures in philo'iophy, which are read to them in Latin, 

H and to enable tl1f>m to proceed.iu other s.tudies without 

" a'l~istance ; so tha.t it may be eOllJectured th~t Burman, 

"at hj~ entrance illto the uuiversity of Leyden. had no 

H such skill in languages, nor such alrility uf composition. 

" a~ are frt'quently to be mt:l with in the higher classes of 

" an English ~chool; nor wat; perhaps, at tlJat time, more 

" than moderately skilled ill J.:ttil1, and taught the first 

H rudimenh of Greek." 

At Utrecht "Iso was born, in 15~9, Pope Adrian the 

Sixth, to whom the Emperor Maximilian entru~ted the 

education of hb; grandson, Charles the Fifth. and who 

afterwards 1111.0 the pontifical throne with piety and 

learning, with dignity ~md ' mildnc~s: this d.i~tinguish('d 

personage, after havillg' acquired his classical knowledge 

at the univet'sity of this city, and his philo!'ophica1 at the 

college of Louvain, received the degree of doctor in di­

vinity in 1491, the expenee of which he was unablc . to 

snstain, and which was defrayed by l\Iargaret, sister tQ 

Edward IV. of England.. I.was informed that the house 

he resided in, a fine Gothic building, was &til1 standing.., 

and that it was adorl1ed WIUl several curious ba.sso-re .. 

lievos, but time would not permit me to visit the vener­

able remain.. 'fIJi. city had also the honor of producing 


