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wealthy concern, are on the ground-floor, where several
clerks are employed to transact the business of that cele-
brated establisment. From the wise measures adopted by
the king, who made, as I have before observed, the re-
cognition of the national debt one of the first measures
of his government, the national creditor has no apprehen-
stons. DBefore the war, this institution, which was a bank
of deposit, was supposed to contain the greatest quantity
of bullion in the world, and popular credulity dwelt with
ostentatious fondncss upon the extent of its accumulated
treasures, which they resembled to a Peruvian mine;
its pile of precious metals was valued at the enormous
sum of forty millions, The regulations which governed
deposits made in this bank were as follow: the person
depositing eash or bullien received a credit in the books
for the amount, and a receipt for the same, which ex-
pired at the end of six months, was given, renewable upon
paying a small per centage for warehouse rent: #f such-
receipt expired before the money or bullion was redeemed,
neither the one nor the other could be afterwards re-
moved, but for it an equivalent in bank credit was given,
which receipt could afterwards be couverted into cash in:
the market. Another regulation was, that not a florin of
the cash or bullion invested should ever be removed by
way of loan. This compact between the bank and
the creditor was always considered inviolable. A ru-
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mour was circulated, with equal celerity and anxiety,
soon after the arrival of the French in Holland, highly
mjurions to the responsibility of the institution, and a de-
putation of merchants waited respectfully on the directors
of the bank, to solicit satisfaction as to its solvency ; to
which an answer, couched in general terms, but favorable
to its responsibility, was given. Owing to the unshaken
stability which it had displayed, from 1672, when Louis
the Fourtecenth, at the head of a victorious army, was ex-
pected every hour to have made his triumphal entry into
Amsterdam, to 1795, when the French fixed the destiny
of the country, this answer was received with per-
fect confidence and security in the bank, and any doubt
upon the subject was considered to be the result of
party malignity. Upon the French taking possession of
Amsterdam, a complete investigation of the business fol-
lowed, and the official report of the provisional represen-
tatives of the city announced, that

¢ No deficiency whatever will exist in the said bank, and the debits and
credits will precisely balance, with this exception, that instead of specie,
there have been received into the said bank, from time to time, as securities

for large sums advanced by it within the last fifty years, & very considerable
number of bonds, viz.

¢ Seventy bonds of the India Campany of Amsterdam, guaranteed by the
states of that province, -being cach of 100,000 florins banco, at three per
cent. inerest ; besides a similar one of 50,000 banco, on which there will be
due, according to the calculation of the said clerks, the sums of 249,000
Borins banco, for interest. On account of which bonds, the treasurer of the
said ¢ity is debited in the aforesaid balance 3,273,000 florins banco.

MM
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v¢ Besides these, there are fifty bonds, each for 21,000 florins, on account
of the provinces of Hollund and West Friezland, belonging to the loan-office
of this city, on which, according to the information of the clerks, the bank
has advanced, agmeeably 1o the aforesaid balance, the sum of 838,857 florins
banco, on which there will be due for interest 30,000 florins. In addition to
which, the loan-officc owes the bank, conformable to the saine information,
the snm of 1,715,000 florins banco.

¢ That farther, if every thing shall appcar as has beeun stated by the said
cleiks, and sterling being converted into stock, the treasurer of the city will,
in addition, owe to the bank, and for which it was made debtor at the clos-
ing of the agcounts above alluded to, the sum of - J8,358 2 0

And what it owed at the actual closing of the accounts, 155,31 6 8

Making together, banco, - Flnins 163,672 8 §:

“ That there is also due, from the said hank, 297,261 2 8, for which
bonds were originally given ; bat according to the clerk’s statcment were
burnt ; but for which the city notwithstanding paid interest annually to the
bank.

“* That it is nevertheless obvious, that the city is responsible for this sum,
as well as for the whole, as it ought to be considered with 1espect to it, not
only as guarantee, butl as actual debtor to the bank.

¢ That moreover, among other things in the said bank, there has heen
fourn! in substance all the specie for which accountable receipts Lave been
given, agreeable fo the list made out, and delivered to the committee of com-
merce and marine by the cashiers of the bank, and which can, in conse-
quence, be at all times diawn out by the holders of the said receipts, in
exchange for them, when it shall please them so to do.

“ The aforesaid provisional representatives have, therefore, not omly
taken the requisite and most cfficacious measures, that henceforward there
shall not he deliverad from, nor advanced by, the said bauk, contrary to its
eriginal imstitution, any specic whafaoever, by any autherity, ecither as a
loan, or in any other illegal manner ; but also that the said bonds, lodged
in the said bank as securilies, as aforesaid, shal} be liquidated as soon as
possible, and generally, that this city, as debter to the bank, shall, with
all practicable dispatch, discharge in cash the balance of its account with
the said bank, which being done, the provisional representatives declare,
that there ean exist no deficiency of any kind socwer; and that they will,
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without delay, take into their serious consideration, and will carry into im-
mediate effcct, the means to obtain this end.”

For this sum, amounting to upwards of nine millions of
florins, the proper investments had becn made, but of the
deposits, which ought to have been permanent, in conse-~
quence of the expiration of the receipts, not a florin re-
mained in the caves of the bank. It appeared that the
directors, like the magistrate who presided at the execution
of the murderer, beneficially for the state, no doubt had
departed from the strict letter of the law, and instead of
suffering so much wealth {0 remain in a state of unpro-
ductive inertion, they had duplicated the energies of cre-
dit by judicious and advantageousloans of itto a v&;iety of
merchants and tradesmen. This statement excited the
highest indignation against the dircctors, who were, in the
violence of that party—spi[‘it which then raged in I“Iouand,
branded with every epithet which appertains to the real
national defaulter. The deficiency thus explained could
have no injurious influence upon the bank, with regard
to the cash receipts which were unexpired, wnless the
debts due to the bank, upon such accommodations, should
not be regularly discharged. But no explanation could
appease the popular fury, which connected this politic de-
viation from the strict letter of an unwise law into high
treason against the state, and loudly demanded, that all



270 TFFECTS.OF DIFFUSIV.E EDUCATION.

the directors of the bank, and persons entrusted with the
management of any other public fund, should be put un-
der arrest : to such a height was this spirit carried, that
many of the members of the old government would have
been sacrificed to the animosity of faction, and revolu-
tionary vengeance, had not the French general interfered,
and by a humane proclamation addressed to people en-
lightened by the benign effects of public education, averted

their anger.

On the 16th of February, 1795, upon the promulga-
tion of the ahalition of the stadtholderate, a general
fraternization took place in Amsterdam, and a complete
oblivion of all public animosities. This federation was
celebrated, as I was informed, with all imaginable pomp.
The carillons in the towers of the Stadt-house, and the
principal churches, played the most enchanting pa-
triotic airs, the tri-coloured flag waved upon their spires,
and salutes from the hastions, artillery, and men of war,
augmented the vivacity of this eventful day. Nothing
could surpass the grotesque drollery exhibited in various
parts of the city : the gaity of the French character, com-
pletely electrified the sobriety of the Batavian. Grave
Dutch brokers, whose blood had long c¢ased to riot, who
thought that the great purposes of life were answered
when the duties of the bureau were discharged, who, could
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they have compared, would have preferred the brick of
exchange, to the ¢ verd’rous wall of Paradise,” who had
never moved but with a measured funeral pace, were seen
in large full-bottomedwigs, and with great silver buckles,
mingling in the national dance, with the gay' ethereal
young Parisian conscripts, so that it might be said of the
Dutchiman

He rises on his toc: that spirit of his

In aspiration lifts him from thc carth.”
Troilus and Cressida, Act IV. Scene 3.

To such an elevation did the national spirit and ardour
rise, that upon a requisition requiring every person to de-
liver up all the uncoined gold and silver, or plate (spoons
and forks excepted) for the use of the state, there ap-
peared to be no reluctance to obey it, and as these state
offerings exceeded the estimate required, it is likely that
none were concealed. When these contributions ex-
ceeded in value the amount of the taxes, to which the
eontributor was liable, a receipt was given for such excess,
and carried to his credit, in the next payments; with these
assistances, the government immediately directed its at-
tention to the deplorable state of its marine, which under
the last of the Stadtholders, had experienced the most
ruinous and fatal neglect, in consequence of the influence
of the British Cabinet, upon the imbecile mind of that
unfortunate prince. When it is considered upon the
breaking out of the last war with Xolland, how numer-
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arc also very fond of dancing, particularly of waltzing, and
they are much attached to English country dances, in
which the most graceful Parisian belle seldom appears to

any advantage.

The interior of the houses belonging to the higher
classes in Amsterdam is very elegant; the decoration and
furniture of their rooms is very mruch in the French style :
they are also very fond of having a series of landscapes,
painted in oil colours, upon the sides of the rooms, instead
of stucco or paper, or of ornamenting them with pictures
and engravings. The average rent of respectable houses,
independent of taxes, is from one thousand to twelve hun~
dred florins, 'The dinner hour, on account of the ex-
change, 1s about four ¢’clock in this city, and their modes
of cooking unite those of England and Frapce: immedi-
ately after dinner the whole company adjourn to coffee in
the drawing-room,

The water in this part of Holland is so brackish.and
feculent, that it is not drank even by the comman people:
‘There are water-merchants, who are constantly occupied
in supplying the city with drinkable water, which. they
bring in boats from Utrecht and Germany, in: lange storie
hottles : the pricc of one of these bottles; containing.is
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gallon, is about eightpence English. The poor, who can-
not afford to buy it, substitute rain-water. 'The wines
drank are principally claret and from the Rhine. The
vintage of Portugal has no more adiirers here than at
Rotterdam, except amongst young Dutchmen, who have
cither been much in England, or are fond of the taste and
fashions of our country.

N N2
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THE laws in Holland against nocturnal dis-
turbers of the peace arc very severe. A few months before
I was in Amsterdam, two young gentlemen of family and
fortune had been condemned to pay ten thousand florins
for having, when ¢ flushed with the Tuscan grape,” ra-
ther rudely treated two women of the lower orders. The
night police of Holland would form an excellent model
for that of England. The watchmen are young, strong,
resolute and well appointed, but annoying to strangers, for
they strike the quarter with a mallet on a board, and will
haunt his repose all night, unless he is fortunate enough
to sleep backwards, or until he becomes accustomed to
the clatter. Midnight robberies and fires very seldom oc-
cur: to guard against the spreading of the latter, there
are persops appointed, whose office it is to remain all
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day and all night in the towers or stecples of the highest
churches, and as soon as they discern the flame, to sus-
pend, if it be m the day, a flag; if in the night, a lan-
thorn towards the quarter of the city in which it rises,
accompanied by the blowing of a trumpet. This vigi=
lance, and the facility of procuring water in summer, the
natural caution of the people, and their dread of such
an accident, conspire to render it a very rare visitor. An
average calculation of fires which occur in London, where:
3 regular account of all such accidents are registered, by
cach fire insurance company baving an establishment of
firemen and engines, may be collected from the register of
one year, commencing from Michaelmas 1805, viz. three
hundred and six alarms of fire attended with little da-
mage, thirty-one serious fires, and one hundred and fifty-
five alanns, occasioned by chimneys being on fire, amount-
ing in all to four hundred and ninety-two accidents. The
English fire insurance companies calculate on an alarm of
fire every day, and about eight serious fires in every quar-
ter of a year. This is a frightful estimate, and when it is
considered, that scarcely a fire of any material extent has
been known in the memory of man to have broken out
in either of the universities, or in any of the inns of court,
where it would be most likely they would occur, on ac-
count of the frequent carelessness of the inhabitants, little
doubt can remain on the minds of any one, that infinitely
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the greater number of fires which happen ere the fatal
consequences of diabolic design.

Although, owing to the great frugality and industry of
the people, an insolvent debtor is rather a rare character,
consequently held in more odium in Holland than in most
other countries, yet the laws of arrestare milder there
than in England. If the debtor be a citizen or registered
burgher, he is not subject to have his person seized at the
suit of the creditor, until three regular summonses have
been duly served upon him, to appear in the proper court,
and resist the claim preferred against him, which process is
completed in about a maenth ; after which, if he does not
obey it, his person is subject to arrest, but only when he
has quitted his house ; for in Helland a man’s dwelling is
held even more sacred than in England, and no civil
process whatever is capable of being served upon him, #f
he stands but on the threshold of his heme. In this sanc-
tuary he may set at defiance every claimant ; if, however,
he has the hardihood ¢o appear abroad; without having
satisfied or compromrised his ‘debt, he'ds then pretty suré,
from thie vigilance and activity of the proper officers, to
be seized ; m which case be is sent to a house of restric-
tion, not a prigon for felans, where he is maintained with
-liberal humanity, the expences of which, as well as of all
,éthe proceedings; must be defrayed by the.creditos: ader
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these qualifications, every debtor is liable to arrest, let the
amount of the debt be ever so small. The bankru;:t laws
of Holland differ from ours in this respect, that all the
ereditors must sign the debtor’s certificate, or agreement
of liberation ; but if any refuse, the ground of their refusal
¥s submitted to arbitrators, who decide whether the bank-
Tuvt shall. notwithstanding, have his certificate or not.

A passenger can seldom pass a street without seeing
one or more public functionaries, I believe peculiar to
this country ; they are called aanspreeker, and their office
is to inform the friends and acquaintances of any one who
dies, of the melancholy event, 'The dress of these death-
messengers is a black gown, a band, a low cocked hat with
atong crape depending behind. To pass from the shade
of death to the 1light of love: a singular customn obtains
upon the celebration of marriage amongst genteel persons,
for- the bride and bridegroom to send each a bottle of
wine, generally fine hock, spiced and sugared, and deco-
fated with all sorts of ribands, to the house of every ac-
quaintance ; a custom which is fréquently very expensive.
The Duatch have also a singular mode of airing linen and
beds, by means of a trokenkorb, or fire-basket, which is
about the size and shape of a magpie’s cage, within which
is .2 pan filled with burning turf, and the linen is spread
over its wicker frame, or to air the bed, the whole machine
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is placed between the sheets. With an exception of the
streets I have mentioned, and some others in that quarter
of the city, they are not remarkable either for beauty or
cleanliness. They are all paved with brick, and none of
them have any divided flagstone foot-path for foot-pas-
sengers : however, the pavement is more handsome and
comfortable than that of Paris; although in both cities
the pedestrian has no walk that he can call his own,
yet in Amsterdam is he more secure than in the French
capital, on account of the few carriages, and the skill
and caution of the drivers. In no capital in the world,
not even excepting Petersburg, is the foot-passenger so
nobly accommodated as in London. Most of the streets
in Amsterdam are narrow ; and many in which very opu-
lent merchants reside, and great traffic is carried on, are
not more than sixteen or seventeen feet wide.

The canals of this city are very convenient, but. many of
them most offensively impure, the ‘uniform greenness of
which is chequered only by dead cats, dogs, offal, and
vegetable substances of every kind, which are left to
putrify at the top, until the canal scavengers, who are em-
ployed to clean the canals, remove them: the barges
which are used on these occasions, and the persons em~
ployed in them, present a very disgusting appéarance ;
the mud which is raised by them, forms most excellent
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manure, and the sum it fetches in Brabant, is caculated to
be equal to the expences of the voyage. Some of the
most eminent Dutch physicians maintain that the effluvia
arising from the floating animal and vegetable matter of
these canals, is not injurious, and in proof, during a con-
tagious fever which ravaged this city, it was obscrved, that
the inhabitants who resided nearest to the fouiest canals,
were not infected, whilst those who lived near purer water,
only in few nstances escaped ; but this by no means con-
firms the assertion, because those inhabitants who lived
adjoining to foul canals, were enured to contagion from
its habitual application, for the same reason that medical
men and nurses generally escape infection, from being
so constantly exposed to it. The fair criterion would
be to ascertain whether, when the city is healthy, such
quarters of it continue more so. The effluvia arising
from putrid animal matter, by the medical people of this
country, and of almost every other, is considered far from
being innoxious, but infinitely less injurious than that
evolved by the decomposition of vegetables : at the same
time there are many offensive simells that are far from
being unwholesome, for instance, that of the bilge-water
of a ship, and others might be enumerated. The water of
these canals is in general about eight or nine feet deep,
and the mud at the bottom about six more. Except in
very foggy nights, few deaths by drowning, considering

00
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the amount of the population, occur in these canals,
and fewer would still happen, if they were guarded against
by a railing, which is rarely erected in any part of the
city. At night, as the city is well lighted, a passenger,
unless he is blind, or very much inebriated, a disgracefil
condition, which as I have beforc observed is not often
displayed in Holland, is not very likely to experience a
watery death.

However, to guard as much as possible against the
gloomy consequence of these casualties, the keepers of all
inns and taverns, and all apothecaries in Amsterdam, and
in every other city in Holland, are compelled under a
heavy penalty to keep a printed paper containing the
most approved method of resuscitating the suspended
animation of drowned persons, in a conspicuous part of
their houses. The government is also very hiberal in
distributing rcewards to those who, at their personal
peril, rescue a fellow creature from destruction. Upon
such ogcasions, gold, silver, or medals are bestowed, ac-
cording to the risk and rank of the preserver. The first
society for the restoring of drowned persons was formed
in this city in 1767, and the utmost encouragement was
every where given.throughout the united provinces, by
the magistrates in particular, and afterwards by the
states-general, and the success of it has been equal to its
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humanity. To the Dutch nation the English are iu-
debted for these admirable institutions, by which so manv
of our countrymen have at various times been snatched
from the gripe of death, and restored as it were to a new
existence, and to their agonized families. It isa curious
circumstance to remark, that the visible'dlsarrangc*meut
which the human frame experiences, from being a consi-
derable time in water, is very little, so little that many
are the instances where the sufferer has, in the first in-
stance, displayed all the indicia of death, and has within a
few hours been enabled to thank his deliverer in person.
The body, during this temporary suspension of animation,
resembles a clock, upon its pendulum being accidentally
stopped, its works are not mutilated nor shaken out of
their proper places, but are competent to renew their func-
tions the moment the former is touched by some friendly
hand.

As a memorable illustration, I beg to relate an anecdote
of an illustrious hero and august personage, who shedding
light and happiness upon nearly forty millions of beings,
and ruling once the most extensive empire upon the face
of the earth, felt that he added a new ray of glory and
happiness to his imperial dignity in preserving, by his
own perseverance, a miserable fellow-cve:ature from a
watery grave.
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In one of the journeys which his Ia_nperia.l Majesty the
Emperor Alexander made through Poland, as he was
riding alone, his attendants being considerably behind
him, on the banks of the little river Wilia, which flows
between Kouna and Wilna in Lithuania, he perceived
some persons assembled near the edge of the water, out of
which they appeared to be dragging something ; he in-
stantly alighted, and on approaching the spot, found it to
be the body of a man apparently lifcless. Urged by
those exalted sensibilities which regard rank and power
only as bounties delegated by heaven for the benefit of man-
kind, the monarch, without any other assistance than that
of the ignorant boors about him, who from his uniform
could only conceive him to be an officer of rank, drew the
apparent corpse completely from the water, and laid it on
the side of 2 bank, and with his own hands took off the wet
clothes of the poor sufferer, and began to rub his temples
and breast, which he continued to do for a considerable time
with the most ardent anxiety, but found all his efforts to
suetoke animation ineffectual : in the midst of this humane
occupation, the Emperor was joined by the gentlemen of
his suite, amongst whom were Prince Wolkousky, and
Count Licwen, two Russian noblemen, and Dr. Weilly,
liis majesty’s principal sargeon, an English gentleman of
distinguished };mﬁ:ssional talents, who always travels with,
and is scarcely ever from his majesty. They umited their
exertions to those of the Emperor, and when Dr. Weilly
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attempted, but in vain, to bleed the pour creature, his
majesty supported and chated- his arms, and lent every
other assistance in his power: for three hours were they
thus employed with all the ardour of humanity, but saw
no symptoms of returning life, and Dr. Weilly pronounced
the patient irrecoverable.

Fatigued as the Emperor was with these unceasing exer-
tions, he would not relinquish the work as a hopeless one,
but by bis own example and language, urged and encou-
raged Dr. Weilly to renew his labours, which, solely
in obedience to his Imperial Majesty’s wishes, and com-
pletely despairing of success, he recommenced ; and as the
whole party were making the last effort, the emperor had
the inexpressible satisfaction of seeing the blood flow from
the puncture, and of hearing a faint groan issue from the
lips of his paticnt.

The emotions of his Imperial Majesty at this moment
were indescribable. and in the fulness of Ius tiansport he
exclaimed i French, ¢ Good (fod ! this is the brightest day
““ of my ke’ and tears of joy sparkled in his eyes, to ra-
tify the feelings of his heart. IEvery exertion was now
rcdoubled, and as humanity loves to dwell upon the mi-
nutest circumnstances of this affecting scene, I must not
Quit. to selate, that when Dr. Weilley looked round for
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something to stop the blood with, the Emperor with
vivid promptitnde took out his handkerchief, tore it in
pieces, with his own hands bound the sufferer’s arm,
and rcmained with bin until he completely recovered,
when he conveyed him to a place where proper care could
be administered to him; at parting, he ordered him a
liberal present of money, and afterwards, upon his return
to his capital, as if grateful to him for so large a portion
of felicity, settled a pcnsion upon him and his family.
The sensations of the patient, when he was informed of
the exalted rank of his preserver, can be better felt than
described. 'The poor mhabitants of that part of Poland,
who were but rude artists, fabricated four snuft-boxes, on
the lids of which they delineated, as well as they were
able, this striking and exemplary event, which they pre-
sented to the Emperor and the gentlemen who assisted him
in this work of humanity. Such is the heart of a prince,
who, almost unassailable in his mighty empire, and moved
alone by the elevated desire of impeding the gigantic pro-
gress of a power which aims at universal domination, re-
nounced all the pleasure of tranquillity, and at the head of
his gallant legions thundered at the gates of princes, to
awaken them from their fatal lethargy, and to invoke them
to oppose the common enemy of the world.

Alas ! the solemn invocation was faintly. and imperfectly



THE EXCHANGE, 287

obeyed. In vain did the heroic Alexander endeavour to
impart to other chiefs, whose humliation, if not destruc-
tion, must be the fruits of their supineness, that divine
energy which actuated his own bosom. The historian,
whilst with rapture he dwells upon the valor and the dis-
interested energy of Alexander, with burning blushes will
relate the mournful results which followed the dire neglect
of his solemn and unexampled appeal. To his renewed
struggles in this mighty and august cause, the eyes of
England, with whom his name will ever be consecrated,
and of prostrate nations panting, without the spirit to
contend for their deliverance, are turned with ardent
anxiety. May glory crown the arms of such a prince, and

may his days be long in the land !

The exchange here is in the same style of architecture
as that of Rotterdam, but larger. My astonishment here
was even greater than what I experienced at the latter
place ; for, at the exchange hour, it was overflowing with
merchants, brokers, agents, and all the busy motley cha-
racters who belong to commerce. From the prevail-
ing activity, the appetite for accumulation here ap-
peared to have experienced no checks from the inevitable
calamities of war. My surprise was augmented by re-
flecting, with these appearances before me, upon tlie
present and former commerciel condition of the country.
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The principal causes which contributed to render Amster-
dam so rich before the two last wars, were the invincible
industry, the caution, and frugality of the people. The
antient merchants of Amsterdam preferred small gains with
little visk, to less probable, and to larger profits : it was
their creed, that more fortunes were raised by saving and
economy, with moderate advantages, than by bold, ex-
pensive, and perilous speculations.  This golden rule they
transmitted to their posterity, who have exhibited no great
disposition to deviate from it. A Dutch merchant of the
present day almost always calculates the chances for and
against his success in any undertaking, which he will im-
mediately relinquish unless they are very greatly in his
favor, and as ncarly reducible to certainty as possible: he
very rarely over-trades himself, or extends his schemes
beyond his capital : such was the foundation upon which
the commerce of Amsterdam was raised.

The principal sources of commercial wealth to Holland,
arose from her herring and Greenland fisheries, which
employed a great portion of her population. The superior
manner in which the Dutch piekle and preserve their her-
rings is peculiar to themselves, nor has-it been in the
power of England, or any pther country, te find aut the se-
cret which lies, it is said, in the manner of gilling and
salting those fish. The persons who are.acquainted with the
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art, are bound by an oath never to impart it, hitherto re-
ligiously adhered to, and the disclosure of it is moreover
guarded against by the laws of the country. This na-
tional souvce of wealth has been greatly impeded, in con-
sequence of the*Dutch having no herring fisheries of their
own, but being obliged to scek them on the English
coast at the proper season, where, particularly off Yar-
mouth, the herring shoals have been known to be six and
seven feet deep with fish. The permission granted to the
Dutch fishermen, to prosecute their occupation unmo-
lested on our coasts, nptwithstanding the war, was fre-
quently withdrawn by our cruisers. Last year a private
agreement took place between the two countries, and the
indulgence was renewed, by which the Dutch were very
abundanly supplied with their favorite fish: so much
esteemed is it, that the first herring cured was always
presented to the stadtholder, and opulent familics have
been known to give seven shillings, and even a guinea, for
the first herrings brought to market.
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FOR more than a century the Dutch East-
India Company enjoyed the monopoly of the fine spices,
comprehending nutmegs, cloves, mace, cinnamon, &e.
which constituted the principal branch of the Asiatic as
well as the European commerce of Holland: 360,000
cloves were annually sent to Europe, 'and about 150,000
were sold in India; 250,000 lbs. of nutmeg, the produce
of the island of Banda, used to be sold in Europe, amd
100,000 1bs. in India. In Europe also 400,0001bs. of cin-
pamon used to be brought to market, and 289,000 lbs.
consumed in India. Batavia presents a wonderful in-
stance of the enterprize of the Dutch, who, born them-
selves in 2 marshy country, below the level of the ocean,
erected a kingdom in the fifth degree of north latitude, in,
'the most prolific part of the globe, where e fields are-
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covered with rice, pepper, and cinnamon, and the vines
bear fruit twice a year. Although this colony remains to
Holland, the Dutch spice-market must have very materially
suffered, from the vigilance of our ships of war in various
parts of the world, and particularly from the recent capture
of her valuable spice ships returning home richly laden from
that colony. The Dutch also carried on a large trade in
rice, cottoit, and pepper, and the Java coffee, which was
thought to be second only to that of Mecca. The reader
way, perhaps, be surprised to find that the amount of the
spice exports should every year be the same. The Dutch
East India Company was enabled to make this calculation
in consequenee of having acquired a tolerably exact know-
ledge of the quantity of each kind of spice that would be
necessary for the consumption of the European markets,
and never permitting any more to be exported. In this
branch of trade they had no competition, and they were
enabled to keep the price of their spices as high as they
chose, by ordering what remained unsold at the price they
bhad fixed upon it, to be burnt. Their spices gave them in-
fluence upbn the trade of the north qf Europe, in conse~
quence:of their. being highly prized by the different na-
tions on the shores of the Baltic, who furnished the
Dutch with their grain, hemp, flax, iron, pitch, tar;
masts; planks,. &c. ,The surrender of .Curagna to the
Britich ;aums must also be. severely felt. - This island was
rr2
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always of great importance to the Dutch, the possession
and commerce of which they were very desirous of re-
taining and extending. The Dutch West India Com-
pany, mauny years since, refused to exchange it for the
Spanish island of Porto Rico. . The commerce of Cu-
ragoa formerly took up yearly about fifty large ships, upon
an average of 300 tons each, and the quantity of. goods
annually shipped from Holland amounted to 500,000/. and
the returns nearly doubled that sum. The exports from
Holland consisted of German and Dutch linens, checks,
East India goods, woollen and cotton manufactures, spices,
cianamon, building materials, and many other articles of
ease and luxury. The imports to Eursope were indigo; cof-
tee, sugar, hides, dotten, dye-wood, tortoise-shell, varinas,
Porto Rico tobacco, and occasionally cochineal. The
Butch also carried on a very flourishing trade to Turkey
and the Levant, by selling their own, the Irish and Eng-
lish. cloths, and purchasing tea, cocoa, ginger, and thread.
The commercial intexcounrses also- between Holland and
England were very importamnt, in which. the balance in
specie was greatly against the Dhutch, which induced many,
who were ignovant of. theis veal character, to conclude,
that they mever could support so. procigious & drain of
specic a8 they have invariably: experienced in such com~
munications; an .inpsession  which subsides when: it s
considesed that the Doich, consumed. but; little of what
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they imported from Eugland, and that what they pur-
chased they re-sold in an improved condition to. other
countries. A nation can only become rich: from trade
when its exports for the use of foreign states is in a greater
proportion than its imports for its own consumption. An
impression has gone forth, that a nation canmnot be impo-
vershed if the importation of foreign merchandize be pur-
chased abroad by native commodity, and not with specie;
whereas upon a nation striking the balance of her account
with the country she may have dealt with, it will be found
that the deficiency on the side of her exportation must
be made up in specie. Ience an industrious and frugal
people like the Dutch will, when their country is in a
state of tranquillity, possess great advantages over most
other nations. Industry increases the native commodity,
whether it arises from the soil or the manufacture, and in-
creases the exportation. Frugality will lessen the consump-
ntio, and of cousse increase the exportation of native, and
reduce the importation of foreign produce,.-for home con-
sumption. The excess of all native commodities is sure of a
market; of which these who can sell the cheapest will be
the masters : hence a frugal and industrious people will
be able to live and accumulate; where those who are nei-
ther could not live. 'This spirit of industry and fregality
has been for ages, and still continues to be the guardian
ofi this mation, by 'which ¥ was enabled to support its



264 ANECDOTES OF NATIONAL FRUGALITY.

many, leng, and costly wars, and finally to force the
King of Spain, its antient master, to recognize its in-
dependent sovereignty. Although the Hollanders, before
the last war, were the undisputed proprietors of the In~
dian spices, of the silks of India and China, and: of
the fine cotton manufactures of Indostan, till a period
at no great distance the eommon people weore plain
woollen cloth, and fed on fish and vegetables. So uni-
versally powerful wes this propensity to economy, that
formerly the common people, and even opulent mer-
chants, never changed their fashions, and left off their
clothes only because they were wom out. They have
been known to purchase the coarse Iknglish cloth for
their own wear, and sell their own fine Leyden cloths to
Germany, Turkey, Portugal, and other countries: they
also bought the cheapest butter and cheese in the north
of England, and in Ireland, for their own consumption,
and sent the best of those articles produced in their own
country to foreign markets. The wealth which many in-
dividuals accumulated by their parsimonious habits was
astonishing. The following anecdote will place this part
of the national character in a striking point of view.
As the Marquis of Spinola and the President Richardot
were going to the Hague in the year 1608, for .the pur-
pose of negotiating a truace with the Dutch, they saw
on their ‘way cight or nime persons step out: of a little
boat, and seat themselves upon the grass, where they made
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8 frugal repast upon some bread, cheese, and beer; each
person taking his own provisions from a wallet which he
carried behind him. Upon the Spanish embassadors en-
quiring of a peasant who these travellers were, he replied,
to their no little astonishment, « they are the deputies of
“ the states, our sovereign lords and masters.”” Upon
which the embassadors exclaimed, ‘ We shall never be
able to. conquer these people ; we must make peace with
them.” In the history of Sparta we can only look for
a similar instance of virtuous simplicity.

Another source from which Amsterdam derived great
wealth was the exchange and banking business. From
her peculiar situation, wast credit, and extensive corre-
spondence with every nation upon the face of the globe,
this city has been the channel through which nearly three
parts of the money remitted from one state to another in
Europe have passed, and which have enriched the mer-
chants by the customary commissions upon such remit-
tances : to which may be added the duties payable upon
all imports received from the manufactures of the western
part of Germany, upon all goods which in their transit by
.the Rhine and by the Maas to foreign markets must pass
through Amsterdam or Rotterdam, from which Holland
must have derived a considerable revenue. Inshort, in other
and better times, the trade with Great Britain, Persia,
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Russia, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Cochia and its dependen-
cies, Molucca, China, Japan, Norway, Denmark, Swe-
den, Pomerania, Livonia, the possession of that important
promontory the Cape of Good Hope, and the commerce
of the Elbe, the Weser, and the Maas, all contributed to
raise Amsterdam to the commercial renown which she
once enjoyed. Yet, notwithstanding, under all her diffi-
culties, arising from her territorial and marine Josses by the
war, the severity of the English blockade, the activity of
the English cruizers, and of the French privateers, Hol-
land still continues to carry on a considerable intercourse
with her old connections through the medium of ‘neutral
bottoms, secured by insurances effected frequently at the
enormous premium of 20/. per cent.

To return to the Exchange of this great city : I was much
struck with the confluence of people which surrounded one
gentleman, who stoed with his back towards one of the
pillars, and were very eager to get a word or a whisper from
him : upon -enquiry this proved to be the acting partner
of the house of Messrs. Hope; a house that, before the
last war, could at any time dictate the exchange to Europe.
This place is infested by a great number.of Jew fruiteress,
who practise all sorts of stratagems to set off their fruit,
such as pinning the stalk of @ fresh melon upon the bot-
fom of a stele and rotten one, which hmd neardy. sucoeeded
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with me. The melons in Holland are eemarkably fine;
and as a proof of their cheapness, I need only mention,
that one morning, when strolling through the streets, I
gave no more than the value of tenpence for a very large
one, exquisitely flavoured.

I was much pleased with seeing the marine school,
which, although its object is to form a nursery for naval
officers, was, strange to relate, much ncglected by the
stadtholderian government, and was originally instituted,
and afterwards supported, by the patriotic spirit of private
individuals. The pupils are the children of citizens of all
classes, and are received from seven to twelve years of
age, upon the payment of a very moderate yearly stipend.
'['heir education and treatment are the same as in similar
institutions here and in other countries. In the yard is
a brig completely rigged, for the instruction of the boys.

In the north-east part of the city stands the Rapshuys,
or rasp-house, in which criminals, whose offences are not
of a capital nature, arc confined. A narrow court receding
from the street, in which are the keeper’s lodge and apart-
ments for the different officers, form the entrance of this
prison. Over the gate are some insignificant, painted,
wooden figures, representing criminals sawing logwood,
and Justice holding a rod over them. The gaoler, appa-
rently a good natured, merry fcllow, shewed me into the
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inner court, forming an oblong square, on three sides of
which the cells of the prisoners, and on the fourth side
the warehouses, containing the ground dying wood, are
arranged. This yard is very much encumbered with piles
of log-wood, which sadly reduce the miserable pittance
of space allotted for the prisoners to walk in. In one
corner, in terrorem, is a whipping-post, with another
little figure of Justice holding a rod. In this yard I saw
some of the men sawing the Campeachy-wood, with a
saw of prodigious large teeth, which appeared to be a
work of extreme labor; and upon my so expressing my-
sclf to the gaoler, through my /acquais de place, he in-
formed me, that at first it required a painful exertion of
strength, but that the prisoners by practice were enabled
to saw it with ease, and to supply their weekly quota of
two hundred pounds weight of sawed pieces, and also to
make a variety of little articles in straw, bone, wood, and
copper, to sell to those who visited the prison. The
prison dress consists of a jacket, or surtout of white wool-
len, white shirts, hats, flannel stockings, and leather shoes.
The conduct of these unfortunate persons is annually re-
ported to the magistrate, who regulates the period of their
confinement, where the case will admit of an exercise of
discretion, by such report.

In a corner of the yard I was shewn a cell, in which, if
the person who is confined in it does not incessantly pump
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out the water let into it, he must inevitably be drowned
but the gaoler informed me, that it had not been used
for many years, and that it was now only an olject of
terror. In the warehouses, which are very shabby, were
piles of rasped wood for dying of various colours ; amongst
others, the Evonymus Europzus, the Morus Tinctoria,
and the Ilemotoxylum Campechionum. I was informed,
that women who are attached to the prisoners, are per-
mitted to visit them at stated periods, without any re-
straint, by which one of the great political objects of I1ol-
land, the encouragement of population, does not suffer
by this wholesome separation of the faulty from the blame-
less members of society. The number of prisoners amount-
ed to 124; they were far from looking healthy ; this I
attributed more to the height of the walls enclosing the
yard, which, as well as the number of logwood piles, must
greatly impede the circulation of the air, than to excess
of toil and severity of treatment. The prisoners are not
encumbered with irons, and I should think an escape from
such a prison might be easily effected.

From the rasp-house I proceeded to the work-house, in
the east quarter of the city, close to the Muider and Prince
Gragts, an establishment which I believe has no parallel
in the world. It isa vast building: the purposes to which it
is applied are partly correctional and partly charitable. The
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number of persons within its walls, when I saw it, amounted
to seven hundred and fifty of both sexes, and the annual
expence is about one hundred thousand florins. In the
rooms belonging to the governors and directresses, are
some exquisite pictures by Vandyke, Rembrandt, and
Jordaens. In a vast room very cleanly kept and well ven-
tilated, were an immense number of women, occupied in
sewing, spinning, &c.; amongst them was a fine, hand-
some, hearty looking Irish woman, who had been confined
two years at the instance of her husband, for being more
fond of a little true Schidam gin than of her liege spouse. In
another vast apartment, secured by massy iron railing and
grated windows, were about seventy female convicts, who
appeared to be in the highest state of discipline, and were
very industriodsly and silently engaged in making lace, &c.
under the supérintendency of a governess. From the walls
of the room were suspended instruments of punishment,
such as scourges, irons for the legs, &e. which, we were
informed, were not spared upon the slightest appearance
of insubordination. These women are always kept apart
from the rest.  The wards of the men, and the school-
rooms for a great number of children, who are educated
and maintained under the same roof, as well as the dormi-
tories, were in the highest state of neatness. In another
part of this building, never shewn to strangers, were con-
fined about ten young ladies, of very respectable, and
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some of very high familics, sent there by their parents or
triends for undutiful deportmment, or some other domestic
offence—they are compelled to wear a particular dress as
a mark of degradation, obliged to work a stated number
of hours a day, and are occasionally whipped : they are
kept apart by themselves, and no one but a father, mo-
ther, brother, or sister, can sec them during their confine-
ment, and then only by an order from one of the directors.
Husbands may here, upon complaint of extravagance,
drunkenness, &c. duly proved, send their wives to be con-
fined and receive the discipline of the house ; and wives
their husbands, for two three, and four years together.
The allowance of food 15 abundant and good, and each
person is permitted to walk for a proper time in the courts
within the building, which are spacious. Every ward is
kept locked, and no one can go in or out without the
especial permission of the proper officer.

Close to.this place is the plantation, a very large por-
tion of ground withih the city, laid out in avenues, and a
great nuiber of little gardens, formed into several divi-
sions by streets of pretty country and summer-houses ;
gnd the whole is surrounded by canals. To this rus in
urbe, such of the citizens and their families repair in the
gunune.r‘ to dine or drink tea, whose finances, or spirit of
economy will not admit of their having a house in the
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country. To render these rural indulgences as cheap as
possible, three or four families join in renting one small
cottage, or perhaps a summer-house and garden. Never
did any spot devoted to the pleasure of nature exhibit
more silence and solemnity : no sports, no pastime, no
laugh nor gambol : the females drink their tea and work,
and the men smoke in peaceful taciturnity, and scarcely
move their eyes from their different occupations, unless

some very animating and attractive object passes.

In my way from the plantation to the elegant country
residence of a Dutch merchant of high respectability, I
passed, a few miles from Amsterdamn, two burial places of
the Jews, who wisely bury their dead in the country ; the
other inhabitants follow the baneful practice of burying
in the churches and church-yards in the city, where
the catholics deposit their dead very frequently in pro-
testant churches. In Holland the honors of funeral pomp
are scarcely ever displayed : the spirit of economy, which
seems to be the tutelar saint of these moist regions,
seldom incurs a further expence than a plain coffin,
which costs little, and some genuine tears or sighs, which
cost nothing. To describe the numerous churches, cha-
pels, and conventicles of the religious of all persuasiens,
who since the revolution hive 'in cordial amity with each
other, and with the government, under which'they enjoy
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the rights of equal citizenship, would be a laborious and
not a very interesting labour. The quakers here, and
in every other town in Holland, are very few : the Jews
and the anabaptists arc very numerous, and there are
many roman catholics. Before the revolution the clergy
of the estabhished church were paid by the government ;
they, as well as every other priest or pastor, are now sup-
ported at fixed salaries, raised rateably amongst the in-
habitants of the parishes in which they officiate, each sect
supporting its own minister. In every parish registers of
births, marriages, and deaths, are regularly kept. The
church-yards are not disgraced, like ours, with low faceti-
ous epitaphs, more calculated to make the living merry,
than to lead them to serious meditation. Each parish
maintains its own poor, under the controul of a council.
They have also, as with us, out-door poor. The sabbath
is kept in Iolland with the same solemnity as in England.
The great number of noble charitable institutions in Am-
sterdam, in which the sick and the friendless of all per-
suasions are received and cherished, without any recom-
mendation but that of affliction, cannot fail to impress a
stranger with admiration, though to enumerate them here
would not be very entertaining to the reader.

There are several literary societies in Amsterdam, which
are supported with equal spirit and liberality. The Felix
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Meritis is the principal public institute ; it is supported by
private subscriptions ; no money is paid upon admission ;
foreigners are admitted with a subscriber’s ticket, but no
native can be received unless he is a subscriber. This
place is a large building, containing some fine apartments,
particularly the music-room, which, during the concerts,
is much resorted to by the most opulent and fashionable
families, many of whom play, with the assistance of profes-
sional performers. There are also rooms devoted to philo-
sophy and the arts. In the painting-room I was shewn
some works of the modern Dutch painters, which were not
above mediocrity ; they appear to have lost that exquisite
art of colouring, which so eminently distinguisiied their
predecessors. This circumstance is very singular, consider-
ing how many ingenious artists this city has produced,
amongst whom may be enumerated the three Does, Grif-
fier, Schellinks, the celebrated Adrian, and William Van-
dervelde, &c. M. Smit, and Mr. De Winter, very opulent
merchants, have a fine collection of paintings. Mr. Van
Brenton has also a valuable cabinet, in which are the only
Venetian pictures supposed to be in lfolland ; and in the
surgery is a noble picture by Rembrandt.
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JTRE DUTCH THEATRE—THEATRICAL TRAFFIC—THE RONDELI——SIN-
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GREAT—~—CLIMATE, DIVISIONS, AND PQPULATION OF HOLLAND—
JOURNEY '!"0 ZEYST—-DUTCH FOND OF COFFEE—SMALL FARMBS-—
PICTURE OF A PUTCH PEASANT'S NEST==EFFECTS OF INDUSTRY——
PALAGE OF SOESTDYRE~~PYRAMID RAISED IN HONOR OF BONAPARTE
—=-SO0CIETY OF HERRENHUTHERS—-THEIR HOUSE AND INTERNAL
ARRANGEMENTB DESCRIRBED.

THE Dutch theatre is large and handsome,
and has a noble front. On the night I was there, Madam
Wattier performed : she occupies the same place in the
public estimation in Ilolland as the immortal Siddons
does in that of England: she is advanced in years, but still
continues to display great tragic qualities : at the same time
her manner is rather too vehement for an English auditer.
The principal dancer in the ballet was Mademoiselle
Polly, who dances with great agility. 'The scenery is
good.. ' During the interval between the acts, the people
quit the house, to take refreshments and walk in the open
air ;. upon these occasions the national spirit is again dis-
played : as there is no half-price, little boys hover round
the  doors, and bid upon each other for the purchase of
the re-adumission. tickets of those who come out, for the
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purpose of re-selling them at a profit. The French theatre
is small but neat, and tolerably well supplied with per-
formers. After the play it is usual to go to the Rondell,
where the higher classes of the women of the town as-
semble to waltz. This assembly-room, like the spili-house
of Rotterdam, is frequented by tradesmen, their wives and
their children. After hearing so much of this place, I was
greatly disappointed on viewing it. The assembly-room is
small and shabby, the music wretched, and adjeining is a
small square court, with three or four trees in it, scantily .
decorated with about a dozen lamps. Such is the cele-
brated Rondell of Amsterdam, which the Duteh who have
never visited England contend is superior to our Vauxhall,

With a large and very agreeable party, I made an ex-
cursion into North Holland, where we visited Brock, one
of the most curiouns, and one of the prettiest villages in
Holland. The streets are divided by little rivalets; the
howrses and summer-houses, formed of wood painted green
and white, are very handsome, though whimsicat in their
shapé, and are all renmarkably neat. They are like so-many
mausoleums, for the silence of death reigns thronghout the
place. The inhabitants, who have formed a peculiar gssocia~
tion amongst themselves, scarcely ever admita stranger
within their doors, and hold but little intercoursewith each
other. During our stay, we saw only the faces of two of
them, and those by a stealthy peep. They are very rich,
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so much so0, that many of their culinary uatensils are of
solid gold. 'The shutters of the windows in front of the
houses are always kept shut, and the principal entrance is
never opened but on the marriage or the death of one of
the family., The pavement of the street is tesselated with
all sorts of little pebbles and cockle«shells, and are kept
in such exquisite order, that a dog or a cat are never seen
to: trespass upon it ; and it is said, that formerly there was
a law which obliged all passengers to take off their shoes
in the summer when they walked upon it ; that a man was
once reprimanded for sneezing in the streets ; and latterly,
a clergyman, upon being appointed to fill the church on
the demise of a very old predeccessor, was treated with
great shyness by his flock because he did not (unwittingly)
take off his shoes when he ascended the pulpit. The gar-
dens of this village produce deer, dogs, peacocks, chairs,
tables, and ladders, cut out in box. Such a museum of
vegetable statuary I never witnessed before. Brock re-
presents a sprightly ball-room well lighted up, without a
soul in the orchestra or upon the floor. From Brock we
propeeded to Saardam, which at a small distance seems to
be a city of windmills. The houses are principally built
of woed, every one of which has a little fantastic baby-
sort of garden.. Government has discontinued building
‘ships of war here, which used to be a source of great pros-
perity to the town ; bowever, its numerous paper and saw-
RR2
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ing mills employ a vast number of hands, and produce
great opulence to the place. We paid our homage to the
wooden cottage where Peter the Great resided when be
came to this place to learn the art.of ship-building ; it is.
very small, and stands in a garden, and is in tolerable pre<
servation. The women in North Holland are said to be
handsomer than in any other part of the country. As I
was very desirous of commencing my tour on the Rhine,
I was glad to return to Amsterdam.

The climate of Holland is moist, but far from being
unpleasant or unwholesome, although seme travellers have
thought proper to say it consists of six months of rain and
six months of bad weather. The principal divisions of
the country are at present the same as they were during
the republic, namely, Holland, Overyssel, Zealand, ¥'ries-
land, Utrecht, Groningen, Gueldcrland, and Zutphen, be-
sides the Texel and other islands ; but the king bas it in
contemplation, it is said, of speedily dividing the king~
dom into ten departments. Xolland contams 133 cities
or large towns, 1400 villages, and nearly. 2,800,000 inha-
bitants. The military farce of 1lolland amounts to0 about
40,000 cavalry and infantry. . A population and:a foree
which cannot but astonish the reader, when.le reflécts
upon the size, soil, and position of the country.
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I-intended to have taken the treckschuyt to Utrecht,
asvthp-siyer  Amstel is all the way dined'with the most
keaytiful. country-houses and grounds in Holland ; buf as
yame friends . of mine in Amsterdam obligingly proposed
aegompenyang me, and were strongly desirous thak I should
scts Naatden, Soestdyke, and some other places in our way,
the bdat-was relinquished for the carriage. I however re-
eommend the- traveller not to omit going to Utrecht by
water. . Lxcellent ¢arriages-and horses are always to be
procured at'a large livery stable keeper’s who resides near
the Utrecktsche Poort, or Utrecht Gate, in Amsterdam,
clase. 4o the house from which the Utrecht treckschuyts
proceed : for these he must make the best bargain h¢ ean,
as ke will be wholly at the mercy of the proprietor. The
inconvenience and imposition arising from travelling in
Holland are frequently severely felt, on account of there
being no regular posting. In Amsterdam the price of &
carriage for the day is fourteen florins, and for this the
coachman provides for himself and horses. The back -of
our carriage towards the horses, folded into two divisions,
restitig: upon the fixed scat, so that when the cushion was
placed upon. it, the seat was only a little raised ; thus
the coach became either close or open: the roof was
fixed. In this vehicle, with.a pair of good -horses, we
set off for Naanden, a tlean, pretty little town, and more
skilfully and strongly fortified than any other town iam
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Holland : here the same tranquillity reigns as in most' of
the other Dutch country towns. From the ramparts,
which present a very agreeable walk, there is 4 fine view
of the Zuyder Zee on the northern side, the water of
which being in many places very shallow, at & distance re-
sembled moving mounds of sand. Here, and throughout the
journey, our coachman gave the preference to coffee, of
which the Dutch are remarkably fond, instead of wine or
spirits, with his dinner. From economy, as I observed at
this place and elsewhere, the middling people keep a bit of
sugar-candy in their mouth witen they drink tea or coffce,
instead of using sugar in the way we do. Our host regaled
us after dinner with a volunteer desert of some very dehicious
pears, which gréw in very gréat profusion in his gardea.

From this place to Soestdyke, one of the two ‘country
palaces of the King allowed by the constitution, the roads
are very sandy, and we were obliged to take four horses.
In the neighbourhood of Naarden the cotintry is covered
with buck-wheat ; which, after we had advanced about four
English miles, bégan to uridulate, and present a verty beau-
tifal appearance. 'The many spires dnd' chitonies of vil-
lages peeping above the trées in all directions, ‘the small
divisions ‘of land, the neat'and nunmierous' little ‘farmd
bouses which abounded ‘on all sides .of ds; ‘Preserited a
picture of industry and prosperity'seldoni. seen in dny
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'other country. The sound. wisdom displayed by the
Dutch in preventing the overgrowth #nd. consolidation of
farws, cannot fail to strike the observation of the traveller,
#nd partioularly an English one. By this admirable po-
licy, Holland is enabled to maintain its comparative im-
mense population, under the great disadvantage of a soil
far from being in general genial ; hence it is but little bur-
thened with. paupers, and hence the abundance of its pro-
vision. In England, on the contrary, the farmers, grown
opulent by awailing themselves of the calamities of un-
‘productive seasons, and consequent scarcity, have for
many years past omitted no opportunity, by grasping at
every purchase, to enlarge their estates; and hence a por-
tion of land which, if separated into small allotments,
would give food, and a moderate profit, to many families,
is now.monopolized by one; and those who ought to be
farmers on a small scale, are now obliged to toil as la-
bourers in the fields of their employer, at wages that are
not sufficient, if their families are numerous, to prevent
the necessity.of their applying for parochial aid. If some
legulahn provision could be effected to restrain this mon-
streus apd growing evil, by that ardent and cordial lover
of his country, andpaxbcularly of the lower classes of so-
ciety, Ms. Whitbread, who has so laudably in parliament
applied his enlightened mind to ameliorate the condition of
the poor, it would be pne of the most beneficial measures
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that ever received the fiat of the British senate. I do not
repine to see the fasmers, or any other respectable class of
men, receive and enjoy the honest fruits of their own exe-
terprize and industry : I could see with less regret all
those decent and frugal habits of the farm which once cha-
racterised the yeomanry of England superseded by.the
folly and fashion of the gay and dissipated ; the farmer
drinking his bottle of port instead of some cheap salubrious
ale; his daughter, no longer brought up in the dairy, re-
turning from a boarding-school, to mingle the sounds of
her harp with the lowing of cows, or.reluctantly going to
‘the market of the adjoining town, tricked out in aukward,
misplaced finery, with a goose in one hand and a parasol
in the other, did not the poor classes of ,society become
poorer, and the humble more humiliated, by the cause of
this marvellous metamorphosis in rural economy. :In Hol-
land, I was well informed, there is not a farm that exceeds
fifty acres, and very few of that extent. There the eco-
nomy observed in and about the ‘“ peasant’s: nest,” is
truly gratifying : the farmer, his wife, and a numergus pro-
geny, ‘exhibit faces of health and happiness ; ;their- dwel-
ling 1s remarkablé for.its neatness. and @rder throughout;
in the orchard behind, aboundingiwith all -sorts. of. deli-
cious fruits, the pigs and-sheep fattes ;. ¥hree ‘or: four
slecky cows feed: in @ luxuriant adjoining sineadow:;
the corn-land s cowdred- with- turkies:and. fowls; amkl
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the ponds with ducks and geese. Such is the picture of
a Dutch farm.

Notwithstanding the enormous tax upon land, and a
tax upon cattle per head, an imposition unknown to any
other country, the expence of contributing to the support
of the dykes, the duty on salt, and a variety of other
charges, amounting to more than fifty per cent. on the
value of their land, the beneficial effects arising from small
farms, and the simplicity, diligence, and economy of the
Dutch farmer, enable him to discharge those expences, and
his rent, with punctuality, and with the surplus of his profit
to support his family in great comfort. To these causes
alone can be attributed the astonishing supplies which are
sent to the different markets. North Holland, so cele-
brated for its cheese, supplies Enkuysen, upon an average,
with two hundred and fifty thousand pounds weight of
that valuable article of life, and Alkmaar with three hun-
dred thousand, per week. In a very small space in the isle
of Amak, within about two English miles of Copenhagen,
no less than four thousand people, descendants of a colony
from East Friesland, invited over by one of the kings of
Denmark to supply the city with milk, cheese, butter, and
vegetables, are enabled to live and flourish, and continue
to supply that city with these articles. I remember being
highly delighted with seeing their dwellings and little luxu~

38
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riant gardens ; nor did I ever see sa many persons living
within so small a space, except in an encampment. An ex-
perienced English agriculturist who had visited Holland,
informed me that he thought the Dutch farmers did not
sufficiently dress their land. The vegetable soil is in ge-
neral so thin, that trees in exposed situations are usually
topped, to prevent their being thrown down by the wind.
In that part of Holland which I am describing, on ac-
count of its being well sheltered, there is a large growth
of wood. Upon leaving the romantic and exquisitely pic-
turesque village of Baren, we entered the royal chace,
which occupies a vast track of ground: in this forest the
trees are generally poor and thin, but I saw some fine
beeches amongst them. On the borders of this chase are
two country villas, in the shape of pagodas, belonging to
a private gentleman, the novelty and gaudy colouring of
which served to animate the sombre appearance of the
forest behind.

In the evening we reached the principal inn at- Seest-
“dyke, lying at the end of a very long avenue in the forest,
ohiefly filled with young oaks, a little fatigued with the
tedium produced by the heavy roads through which
we had waded ; however, after’'some refreshing'tea taken
under the trees, near the house, we proceeded to view the
palacé, formerly a favorite sporting chatean of the Orange:
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family. A tolerable plain brick.house on the left of the
entrance, composed the lodge, and after passing through
a large court, we ascended by a flight of steps to the prin-
cipal entrance of this palace, if palace it may be called,
for a residence more unworthy of a prince I have ngver
seen. The only part of the house in any degree deserving
of notice was the hall, the sides of which were decorated
with the emblems of rural recreation, the implements of
husbandry, and all the apparatus of hunting, fishing, and
shooting, tolerably well executed. The rooms were prin-
cipally white-washed, and destitute of furniture: the win-
dows wére large, and the panes of glass very small, fas-
tened with lead, such as are used in cottages: in short,
the whole palace presented the appearance of a country
mansion in England of the date of Charles the First, de-
serted by the family to whom it belonged, and left to the
care of the tenants who rent the estate to which it be-
longs. Nothing could be more dreary and desolate. The
king and queen partook of a cold collation here a short
time before I visited it, provided by the family who rented
the place of the state, and occupied it when we visited it.
1 was not surprised to hear that the royal family staid only
one hour, during which they scarcely ventured out of a
large nalted room at the back part of the house, called the
grand saloon : one ef the young princes gave a son of the
gentleman who occupied the premises, an elegant wateh

ss2
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set round with brilliants. I could not help reflecting a little
upon the disgust this visit must have given to the gqueen,
ho had just arrived from Paris, and from all the voluptuous
and tasteful magnificence of the new imperial court. The
palace is surrounded by a ditch half filled with green stag-
nant water, the dulness of which was only relieved by the
croaking of a legion of undisturbed frogs. The gardens and
grounds, which abounded with hares, are very formally
disposed into dull, unshaded, geometrical walks. After
supper, a brilliant moon and cloudless night, atiracted us
into one of the most beautiful and majestic avenues of
beeches I ever saw, immediately opposite the palace : as
we sat upon a bench, looking through an opening upon
the bright bespangled heavens, the description of our di-
vine bard stole upon my mind :

—— Look how the floor of heaven
Is thick inlaid with patterns of bright gold !
There’s not the smallest orb, which thou behold’st,
But in ifs motion like an angel sings.
Merchant of Vemce, Act V. Scene }.

In,this wood are several genteel country-houses, many
of which were formerly occupied by these who belonged
to the Orange court. The inn here is much frequented,
the accommodations of which are good, -by the people of
Amsterdam, who frequently make parties to it; and it is
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the great resort of those married couples fresh from the
altar, antil the honey-moon is in her wane.

In the morning about five o’clock we set off for Zeyst,
or Ziest, and passed through a large tract of champagre
country, interspersed with short brushwood, the dull
monotony of which was at last relieved by a vast pyramid,
erected by the French troops who were encamped in the
immense open space in which it stands, amounting to
30,000 men, under the command of General Marmont.
On the four sides are the following inscriptions : -

INSCRIPTION ON THE GRAND FRONT.

¢« This pyramid was raised to the august Emperot of
the French, Napoleon the First, by the troops encamped
in the plain of Zeyst, being a part of the French and Ba-
tavian army, commanded by the Commander in Chief,
Marmont.”

INSCRIPTION ON THE SECOND FRONT.
Battles gained by the Emperor.

*¢ The battles of Montenotte, de Dego, and Millesimo,
of Mondovi, the passage of the Po, the battle of Lodi,
the engagement of Berguetto, the passage of the Mincio,
the battles of Lonato, of Castiglione, of the Brenta, of
St. Georges, of Arcola, of la Favourite, of Chebreis, of
Sedinvan, of Montabor, of dboukir, of Marengo.
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ing at those who pass, without feeling any inclination to
move themselves—what an enviable state of indifference
to all the bustle and broil of this world ! upon which they
seem to gaze as if they were sent into it to be spectators
and not actors. Who, upon reflection and sober compari-
son, would not prefer this ¢ even tenour” to the peril of
the chace and the fever of dog-day balls !

The principal hotel here is upon a noble scale, the po-
litest attentions are paid to strangers, and the charges are
far from being extravagant. The only striking object of
cunosity in the town is a very spacious building, for-
merly belonging to Count Zinzendorf, and now to a fra-
ternity of ingenious and industrious Germans, amounting
to eighty persons, who have formed themselves into a
rational and liberal society, called the Ilerrenhuthers, or
Moravians. This immense house, in its object, though
not in its appearance, resembles our Exeter ’Change, but
infinitely more the splendid depot of goods of every de-
scription, kept by a very wealthy and highly, respect-
able Englishman of the name of Hoy at Petersburgh.
Upen ringing at the principal entrance, we were received
with politeness by one of the brotherhood, in the dress
of a layman, who unlocked it and conducted us into
ten good sized rooms, each containing every article of
those trades most useful, such as watchmakers, silversmiths,
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-saddlers, milliners, grocers, &eo: Many of these articles
are manufactured by the brethren who Have been tutored
in Engtand, or have been “imported fromi our country.
The artificers work upon the basement story, at the back
of the house, and no sound of trade is heard ; on the con-
trary, the tranquillity of a monastery pervades the whole.

After inspeéting the different shop-rooms, it will repay
the trouble of the traveller to make interest to see the
other part of the premises, shewn only upon particular ap-
plication. The refectory is a large room, kept with great.
cleanliness ; and the meals of the fraternity, if I may judge
by so much of the dinner as was placed upon the table,
are very far from partaking of the simple fare of conventual
austerity. A bon vivant would have risen from their table
without a murmur.. In this room were several music-
stands, used every other evening at a concert; the vocal
and instrumental music of which is supplied by certain
meémbers of the brotherhood, who I was told excelled in
that 'éie'gént accomplishment. In the chapel, which was
remarfiably neat, there was an organ, and on the wall was
a very energetic address from one of the society upon his

retiring from it, handsomely framed and glazed. The dor-

mitory upon‘the top of tlie house partook of the same

spirit of cleanliness and order. Never was any sectarian

association formed upon more liberal and comfortable prin-
T T
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ciples. In short, it is a society of amiable, industrious,
and agreeable men, who form a coalition of ingenuity and
diligence for their support, and benevolently remit the
surplus of their income, after defraying their own expences,
to their brethren established in the East and West Indies,
and other parts of the world. 'They marry whenever they
please ; but those who taste of this blissful state are not
permitted to have the chambers in the house, aithough

they may contribute their labours, and receive their quota
of subsistence from it.
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CHAPTER XIX.

THE MALL OF UTRECHT—A GASCONADE-—THE RHINE=—CONQUEST OF
UTRECHT==THE CATHEDRAL——BEAUTIFUL LINES—ANECDOTLS OF
DISTINGUISHED PERSONE BORN AT UTRECHT-—THE ANTIENT INHA-
BITANTS—A DIRECTION=—THE CITY OF ARNHEIM—-ANEBCOTE Of
BECK—DUCHY OF BERG~—CLEVES==~ANECDOTE OF THIRE—A TEDI-
OUS FORM—ANECDOTE OF BROWN BREAD—THE CONTRAST~~THE
BECEPTION—BONAPARTE'S HATRED OF ENGLISH.

AFTER we had amused ourselves with roving
about this agreeable place, we set off for Utrecht. I have
before mentioned the manner in which the Dutch compute
distances, and although I had for some time been accus-
tomed to hear hours substituted for miles, yet as I was
no longer on the canals, it sounded somewhat strange to
hear a charming lady of our party observe, which she did
with perfect Dutch propriety, when we were speaking of
the probable time in which we should arrive at Utrecht :
<« Surely our horses must be poor indeed if they cannot go
“ six hours imvghree.” Our road lay through a wvery rich
and beautifﬁ%ty, well drained, abounding with neat
compact little ﬁm,forchards, wood plantations, the lofty
and venerable towers of Utrerht appearing full in our view

TTZ2
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Maas, under which name they flow by Dort, Retterdam,
and other cities, into the sea. I ad rivers tongues, as poets
feign they have, this much-injured hs&n(.h of ,the: Rhine
might have exclaimed with Wolsey, I.ngw am left

——t0 the mercy
Of a rude stream, that must for ever hide me.

Upon the subsiding of a great inundation, the frequent
terror of the Low Countries, it was found that the Rhine
had changed its channel, and flowed into that of the
Lack, to which it had given birth, in consequenee of its
channel baving been amazingly deepened by the watery
irruption. This branch, in consequence of the power of
its waters not being able to bear down the obstructions
opposed to it, is not able to force its way to the sea, and
is stopped in its course near the village of Catwyk by
mountains of accumulated sand, and being compelled to
regurgitate, is distributed over, and lost in the neighbour-

ing canals,

The French, under Louis the Fourteeuth, retained pos-
sessian of Utrecht for little more than a year, during which
the magnificent monarch was sp delighted with the place,
that he-held Iys court hereyin great gaietjf¥and splendor ;
but the Dutchiwere heartily rejoiced to be relieved of this ;
honor, and hailed with exultation the hour in which with ,
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his troops he retired from the country; this movement,
however, was preceded by the demolition of their fortifica-
tions, raising heavy contributions, and exercising many
wanton acts of cruelty and oppression, which excited such
disgust, that nearly all the inhabitants of the province re-
solved upon transporting themselves to Batavia. Although
by this conquest the French had left an indelible inpres-
sion of disgust behind them, and the regular forces of the
town amounted to seven thousand men, and the inhabi-
tants breathed nothing but vengeance against the Prince
of Orange, this city surrendercd to the arms of Prussia,
who espoused his cause, in the year 1787. The rhyngrave '
of Salm, who had the command of the troops, covered
himself with great disgrace, by this unresisting, cowardiy,
and, as it was gencrally believed, treacherous surrender of
the -plaCe. In 1795, when the French troops once more
approached the town, its gates were again thrown open,
and they were received more as brethren than as conque-
rors ; but the inhabitants very soon repented of this se-
cond visit, for the iinpositions they levied were extremely
severe, and the French: officers selected the best rooms in
the best houses for their quarters, to the great inconve-
nience of families so oppressed. Upon two or three doors
of very elegant mansions I saw little boards fastened, with
the names and rank of the French officers who had taken
up their Jodgings within. The cathedral must once have
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been an enormous and maguificent structure, if I may
judge by the dome or tower, the only part wlich remains
perfect. The ruins present a fine specimen of the Gothic,
some of the ornaments of which were in high preserva-
tion, and very beautiful. In the cloisters there is an arch,
the pillars of which are apparently fastened with ropes,
which upon examination prove to be done in stone, and
admirably executed. The tower is of the astonishing
height of 464 feet. and from the top, on a clear day, no
less than fifty-one walled cities and towns may be seen;
and the pyramid erected in honor of Napoleon at Zeyst
presents a noble appearance in this expanded view. About
midway in our ascent, we entered a vast vaulted chamber
with galleries in it, in which two old women reside, who,
if they require it, supply the visitors with schidam and
biscuits to refresh themselves in their ascension, which are
presented to them in a little room, the windows of which
are scarcely visible to the beholder on the outside, com-
manding a very wide and agreeable prospect. Upon the
top of the tower there is a very numerous and fine-toned
set of chimes. The ramparts are about four miles round
the tower, and afford a very agreeable and picturesque
walk. Utrecht was once a rich and powerful ‘see, the
bishops of which were sovereign princes, who laying the
crosier aside, and assuming the sword, frequently waged

bloody warfare with their: rivals the: prince bishops of
Leyden.
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The same causes which have thinned the number of stu-
dents of Leyden, have reduced those of Utrecht, which do
not exceed 360, most of whom are the sons of the inhabit-
ants of the city. Two-thirds of the merchants of this
place have connections with London. There are several
endowments of a charitable nature, which do honor to the
city, many of which were originally instituted, and prin-
cipally supported by English families resident here before
the revolution. A botanic garden has lately been formed
near the dome of the cathedral; it is upon a small scale,
but appeared to be well arranged. In one of the gardens
close to the city, was a naked little statuc of Cupid, with-
out arrows or wings, with the following beautiful inscrip-

tion under it :

N’ offrant qu'nn cceur & la beauid,
Nud comme la verité,
Sans armes comme 1'Innocence,
Sans afles comme la Constance,
Tel fut I’Amour dans le siecle d’or,
On ne le trouve plus, quoiqu’ on le cherche encore.

To Beauty give your heart, your sighs,
No other offering will she prize

As Truth should unadorn’d appear
Behold ! the God is naked here,

I.ike Iunocence, he has no armis

But those of sweet, of native charuns ;
No wish or power has he to fly,

Like thy pure spirit, Constancy !

Such in the golden age was Love!

But now, oh ! whither does he rove!

vvr
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In the gardens of Chantilly, the little god appears in the
same manner, and is celebrated in the same exquisitc

lines.

A traveller can scarcely enter a town in Holland which
has not given birth to some genius, whose fame reflects
lustre upon his country. Utrecht enrols amongst those:
illustrious sages who resided, or were born within its
walls, and who have bestowcd upon it immortal cele-
brity, the learned Gronovius, the critic; Gravius, his
pupil, one of the most profound writers of the middle of
the sixteenth century, so well known for his Thesaurus
Antiquitatum et Historiarum Italiee, in thirteen folio vo-
lumes, and the two erudite Burmans. Doctor Johnson
thus speaks of Peter Burman, and Gronovius, and Grac-
vius—<¢ One of the qualities which contributed eminently
“ to qualify Graevius for an instructor of youth, was the
““ sagacity by which he readily discovered the predomi-
“ nant faculty of each pupil, and the peculiar designation
¢ by which nature had allotted him to any speties of lite-
< rature, and by which he was soon able to determine that
 Peter Burman was remarkably adapted to classical
¢ studies, and to predict the great advance he would make
“ by industriously pursuing the direction of his genius.
¢ On the other hand, animated by the encouragement of
““ a tutor so celebrated as Greevius, Peter Burman, by
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“ continuing the vigour of his application, fulfilled his
‘“ master’s prophecy ; and it has been asserted, that he
“ passed honorably and-fairly through the classes, and
“ was admitted into the wmiversity at the age of thir-
 teen.

‘¢ His biographer allows this to have been so stupendous
““ a progress as to surpass the limits of all probability ; of
““ which indeed every man must be sensible, who considers
““ that it is not uncommon for the highest genius in our
“ country, to be entangled for ten years in those thorny
¢ paths of literature, which Burman is represented to have
““ passed in less than two. But this prodigy has been
¢ cleared up very satisfactorily by the following observa-
¢ tion. Inthe universities of foreign countries, they have
¢ professors of philology or lumanity, whose employment
“¢ is to instruct the younger classes in grammar, rhetoric,
‘¢ and languages ; nor do they engage in the study of phi-
“ losophy, till they have passed through a course of phi-
*¢ Iological lectures and exercises, to which in some places
¢ two years arc commonly allotted : whercas the English
¢ scheme of edacation, which, with regard to academical
“ studies, is more rigorous, and sets literary honors at a
*< higher price than that of any other country, exacts {from
<¢ the youth who are initiated in our colleges a degree of

vu2
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¢ philological knowledge sufficient to qualify them for lec-
‘¢ tures in philosophy, which are read to them in Latin,
“ and to enable them to proceed-in other studies without
‘¢ assistance ; so that it may be conjectured that Burman,
““ at his entrance into the university of Leyden, had no
¢ guch skill in languages, nor such ability of composition,
¢ as are frequently to be met with in the higher classes of
¢« an English school ; nor was perhaps, at that time, more
“ than modcrately skilled in Tatin, and taught the first
¢ rudiments of Greek.”

At Utrecht also was born, in 1549, Pope Adrian the
Sixth, to whom the Emperor Maximilian entrusted the
education of his grandson, Charles the Fifth, and who
afterwards filled the pontifical throne with piety and
learning, with dignity and' milduess @ this distinguished
personage, after having acquired his classical knowledge
at the university of this city, and his philosophical at the
college of Louvain, received the degree of doctor in di-
vinity in 1491, the expence of which he was unable to
sustain, and which was defrayed by Margaret, sister teo
Edward IV. of England. I.was informed that the house
he resided in, a fine Gethic building, was still standing,
and that it was adorned with several curious basso-re-
Hevos, but time would not permit me to visit the vener-
able remains. This city had also the honor of producing



