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Through a beautiful and rOlllantic country, hy n , horf 

walk a little beyond Gruizberg, towards the south , is the 

picturesque hill of Godesberg, or Godshill. so called froID a 

sanative mineral spring flowing d ose to it , which contains 

fixed air, iron, magnesia, and. salt: the last Elector whoncv('r 

omitted any thing which could add to the comfort and haP'"' 

pincss of his people. erected an a:»emblyand othrr roOIllS. 

and also pleasure gardens for recreatioll close to the "pring. 

and by some very wi~ regulations, encoura~cd the huildiug 

of lodging houses, .\t this place, many of thp unhappy 

F'rench emigrantli, after the revolution , found a li ttle re

licf from the miserable recollections of their fallen fol'

tunes and altered fate : the court of the prince bishop wa5 

remarkable for the elegance. hospitality. and refined free

dom which reigned throughout it, and in return in every 

visitor he beheld a friend. Tfhe influence of this scene of 

courtly felicity upon the manners of the people had not as 

yet subsided. A peculiar air of refinement uistingui.hed the 

deportment of the inhabitants : after au exquisite ramble, 

I returned through the square, a spacious irregular area. 

where the French troops quartered in the place were exer

cising, and where a very ancient Gothic town-house 8tands, 

to supper at my hotel. at the table d'hote of which I again 

smarted for the ~merity of trespassing upon thi<; de

Iightfutspot. During our repast. which abounded with a 

tr:reat·variety of choice and excellent dishes. and which was 
3F 
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attended by many French office.... .. GermaB lady wh.,. 
sat opposite to Ille. always addressed and alluded to me by 
the perilou. name of " MllIltirltr Anglo;'." ,",iclt excited 

some considerable attention amongst the company towards 

me; at last a French officer whose phY6iogoolY dId not 

present the most pleasing collection of features, rose up,. 

eyed me all over. and went out: I expected nothing Ie .. 

than being obliged to take shelter onee more under my 

Americau alliance, but after wailing iu the room an bour. 

I saw nothing more of him. and went to hed. Whilst acrucl 

and savage state of hostility between man and man thus em

barrassed the progress of a travelle.r. whose only object w ... 

to ccmtemplate the beautiful face of nature. ne,,~ did the 

divine object of hi. pursuit appear mOle arrayed in the 

smiles of peace and loveliness. The government of Bono • 

... well a. Cologne. and all the other cities on the left bank 

of the Rhine is vested in a governor appointed by Na

poleon, and is purely military. Under a clear and cloud

less .ky I bade adie .. tl> Bonn with great reluctance, 

and embarked on board of the p .... age-boat bound to 

Cassel. As ,ve passed tbe IGfty towers of Plittersdorif, 

011 our right. the Rhine unfolded itself in all its glory. On 

<mr Idt the ..even mountains (Sieben Gehupge) called the 

Drakenf.Js, Wolken bourg Roland8ekke, LOwenburgh, 

::-Ionnenstromberg, Hoke Ocblbey, aDd Hemmerick, arose 

'" ltit uncolllDlon grandeur, crowned with OOft'\rent6 and the 
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venerable ruins of ca.tles. In distant ages, many a G('r

... an baron bold resided in rude dignity with bis l1Iarlia£ 

followers, upon the summit of these mouutain!', lrom 

whence they waged war against each other, and Illany of 

their remains Qf antiquity arc the work of V ulcntinian in 

the fourth century, who overthrew the Gcrmall'l, and who 

fell a victim to his inordillate passion, for ,~hen tIl(' Quadi 

sept to him to make a peace, the aukword appearance of 

some of the ambassadors so enraged him. that in hi~ anger 

he burst an artery. 

Drackenfels has infinitely tile advantage of situation; it 

rises perpendicularly from the ri.,er to a stupendous height, 

-crowned with Ure roofless rema.ins of an ancient castlt", 

brown with antiquity i midwayit is covered with luxuriant. 

vines, whilst all above is red and grey rock. The other 

mountains, which recede to a great di.,tance, appeared to 

be clothed with the clu~tering grape, on the opposite bitlc 

the villeyards, sloping close to the water':, edgt', extended 

1\S far as the eye could reaell; evrry wh.:re tlh: gellju~ of 

this tf"rrehtrial paradisf" ~el>m('d <lS if \~ itll ta.,teJui idlgcr 

h<! had 

_____ JI·d till' "inC' 

To wed her l'Im--l>h(' ~pon~c(1 about vim t" iSles 
IIl'r marriageable anm I ami \\iill lJ('t LringS' 
]1 er do\\l'r, the 'lduptC'll dll~kr., to auorll 

Hrr batn'D lc:\vcs. MILU~. 

:)F~ 



ThE EMPitESS JOSEPHINE. 

As w. advanced, a beautiful island in the cent", of ·the. 

1'iver, covered with poplars, walnut trees and elms, from 

the bosom of which arose the roof and belfry of the mo

nastery of N onen Werth, or worthy NUllS, forme.d the 

back scene: the bosom of the river was enlivened with the 

peasants of the neighbourhood mov ing in boats worked. and 

steered with paddles, and the banks ofthe French territory 

with groups of French so1<liers bathin&- and singing their 

national songs. 

As we passed tbe monastery the matin bells rung, and 

gave a romantic interest to the scene: this pious __ 14~on 

is included in the French liue of sovereignty, and was 

condemned by Buonaparte to change its owners ami its 

nature fol' ever; bu.t at the earnest intel'cession of the 

Empress Josephine, he conl)Cnted to s~ffer the sisterhood 
to eJijoy it during their lives, after which it will devolvt: 

to the empire. Wherev.er power could effect and policy 

justify the me.,ure, Buonaparte Has displayed his decided 

hostility to monastic establishments of every de~cription; 

he considers them as so many fSiuks of ~ICJth, in which all 

the 110hle principles and purposes of life hecome stagnant. 

In Paris only one convent, that ... Qf the Blue Nuns, is per

mitted to remain. The numerous convents whi£h adorn the 

~'l'cnch side of the Rhine with the most picturesque ap

pearance , arc either cOllverted il)to fabrics, or suffered 'to,. 
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run to dilapidation: the river, from its tueanderings, is 

land-locked all the way, every turning of which surpri"'d 

and captivated me with some new beauty. Here, behind 

a line of walnut, lime and beechtrees,jufit !-.kirting the mar

gin of the river, a stupendous pyramidal cliff appears, with 

every projection upon which th~ cultivator could lodge a 

hiyer of vegetable mold, supporting a little growth of vine; 

there. mountains ~ of· vineyards, relieved by mouldering 

castles, and convents rising from ma%fS of rock shooting 

forwards, or piercing the sky from their pointed pinnacles, 

arrest the attention. Sometimes a torrent brightens be

fore the beholder. and distantly roars upon the ear; 

at others the uaked bed of olle appears, or a rude gap 

through which the eye penetratc'i into ranges of other 

vine-clad mountains, variegated with majestic ruins, i'i seen. 

At the baSe of the hills on the ,ides of the river nmner

ous towers and villages con~tantly appear, defended by 

ancient walls and turrt!h, auorncd with venerable churche,:>~ 

browil ,,'ith age J snrmollutell with hJfty spires, every where 

inviting the reflection of the morali :;t. the investigation of 

the antiquary J the 60ilg of the poet) and the pencil of the 

painter. 



•• ~, and of having 
, and formed into 

re-





f t ci ky basalt mountains, the 

gate., towers and pinn es fAndenlachappeared: 

- eonsequenee of river making a. long sweep, I la.nded 
wi n iQteution of rejoin' the boat t a village named by 

the skipper; a re sol ,D ene of ~oom and grandeur, 

I never contemplated: the ruins of this town towards 

Coblents are antiquity. The inhabitants insist 

upon it, that tke ains of the Emperor Valentia are 

deposited in one of theii' churches, and that J liu ClQSar 

when he so victoriously fought against the Sua . lIS, 

passed over the Rhioe at this spot. -here Drusus, trut 

general of August , built one of those fifty cast bich 

are erected on the ban of the Rhine: but the French, 

who narrowly in eatigated ~rery part of the river which 

their victorious arms enabled tbem to visit, with great 

acuteness,. and with the ass' ce of history, believe that 

this celebrated landing ~cted a little higher up the 

river, a short d' t e froJD Enger , at a place called the 

_White Tower ( hurro), the vene e front of 

icb I saw .as I attJ!l'Wantla: .... ~' ... ced on our right, in the 

·j_BtI'~of. ud D r,whereithaltheaJ>pear-

of bing served pu~ f a .c tie and a 

itlfl_".~_ideJ!abJev.i1lag, . - for-
f'·'-~ 
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of the opinioll, a great numher of RomrtlJlantiquitia have 

been fOllnd there. General Hoche, at th~ he .. d of an im

memo army, aided by the obscurity of the night, crossed 

the Uhine at thi' place in 1791, and IllItonishe'd the im

pel ial troop' the next morning by their presence. 

This wa< the la,t exploit of that general. Near tltis 

tower there are df"posih~d his remains, over which 8 mau

soleum Intb vLe-n erected. Thi,:, young commander died 

of an enlargement of the heart at Wetzlar. Hi. funeral 

was conducted with uncommon military pomp. The 

procession moved from the pJace where he dietl, across the 

Rhine to the White Tower, amidst the discharge of can

non, whkh were tired every quarter of an hour. 

The trade of the Rhine is here very flourishing, for 

exclusive of the neighbouring vineyards which produce 

tine wines, and the basalts of the adjoining mountains 

used for building and paving, this city <ierives consider

able wealth from the lapis tdpbaceul at- tuf ~tone, tile 

harder sort of which form excellent unll-otone5 1 .WIt 

quantities are shipped for Holland, to construct or'rep .. '" 

its dykes with, and the more friableil used for tilrildmg, 

whilst its powder milted with lime fonn. the barcIeft"alld 

most durable cement. I saw the cabin. of _erat -treck
schuyto in Ilolland cove~ with it, whieh ,_ Jltttiectly 
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impervious to the rain: the Germans also usc It to floor 

their houses with. This stone is considered lo be a speck .. 

of the pumice-stone, or imperfect laya, and 01 volcani(' 

proauction. 

On the banks leading to this city. 1 saw part of one of 

those amazing floa.ts of timber which are ic)rmed of lesser 

ones, conveyed to this city from t he forests adjoining the 

Rhine, the :Moselle, the Afaine, &r.; these floats are at

tached to each other, and form a platform generally of the 

enonnous dimensions of eight hundred feet in length. and 

one hundreu and sixty in breadth, upon which a littJe village 

containing about eighty wooden houses is E'fccted for the 

accommodation of those who are interested in, and assist 

ill navigating this stupendous raft, frequently amounting 

to seven and eight hundred persons~ men, women. and 

children; besides these buildings, there are stalls for cat

tle, slaughtering houses, and magazines for provi&ions: 

the float is prevented from striking against the shores. 

wbere tbe turnings are abrupt, by the application ofthirty 

or forty anchors, which with the necessary cables are con

veyed in fourteen or fifteen boats whicb precede it, and 

its course is safely directed by Gennan and Dutch pilots, 

who are hired for the purpose. 

After great rains when the current is rapid, the whole i, 

.~ G 
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entrusted to its propelling force, otherwise several hun

dred persuns arc employed in rowing, who move their oar" 

at a p:ivcn word of command . The whole of these won

derful moving Jllasses is under the entire direction of a 

governor or ~upcriutendant, and several officers under 

him. Sometimes they afC months in petformmg their 

voyage, in cousequcllce as the water being low, in which 

case they are obliged to wait tin the r~\·et is swelleu by the 

l'aJl1S. In this manner they float from th€ lil:!I11 ~o the 100e 

cOllntries, and upon theil" arrival at the place of desti

nation, tile whole iB broken up, and finds a ready 

markt't. . About t,,'elve of them annually arrive at Dcnt, 

ill lloliand, in the monU\5 of July and August, where 

these German timber-merchants having converted thcilt 

floats into good Dutch ducat.." returll to their own coun .. 

try wilh th~ir families, to f'njoy .the produce of their la .. 

hour and enterprize. 

The clergy and monks 1Il Andernach used to be, to 

use" good-humoured homelyex!,ression of a late illus

trious statesman, upon an applir.ation m~ to him .for a 

place under his administration H u thick as five in a. bed ;" 

beside six vicars IlCIonging to a large parish church, there 

were no less than five crouded convents, and the popula
tion did not exceed four thousand soul. : the convents are 

now converted into garrisons for French soldiers, and 
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storehouses for tradc":;Jnen. After viewing lh(> city, I set 

off on the roatI to Cohlentz, with a view of meeting the boat 

at the place appointed, and after walkin~ about two miJc~J 

I lost all traces of the river j hO?'C\'CfJ ob&enring about 

three parts of a. mile the tops of a long semicircular line of 

poplars, I concluded the river flowcd by them, and I ac

cordingly endeavoured to penetrate to the bank throu~h a 

large willow wood , ill which I SOOI1 lost myself. At last, 

huwe"er, I succeeded in forcing a way into a little footpath, 

in pursuing which I suddenly eame upon a Fn'llchman. 

poorly c10athed in green, with a book iu his hand; he 

courteously adore,sed me, remarked that I looked rather 

warm, and conducted me to a recess in the wood, close to 

the water, where there was a bed of straw and a gun: at 

first I regarded him as a robber, but he soon ~a\'c me to 

understand that he was a link in a vast chain, composed 

of forty thousand soldiers, placed in this sort of ambus

cade at the distance of a gUll shot from each other, by the 

orders of the government of France, to guard the left 

bank of the Rhine from smugglers; and that to prevent 

contraband practices, no boat is suffered to pass ei

ther up or down the river after sunset, without being 

fired upon; that tbey are always cloathed in a 80mbre 

dress, to prevent observation, 'and are concealed in this 

manner wherever the .ides of the river will admit of it, 

8«2 
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Upon my informing him that I had lost my way and my 

boat, he politely ""llTed me that it had not yet ascended 

the river, awl haded a little punt p."ing by, which enabled 

me to regam the vessel, then very fortunately just ap

proaching. Notwlthbtanding the vigilance of the French. 

police, the rafts I have deser'bed carryon a eon.>der

able contraband trade in the Rhine wine. and Seltzer 

Yt-.ter. 

Opposite to the spot ... here this occurrence took place. 

at the bottom of a ran!(e of hills, is the delightful town and 

palace of Neuwied. built of white stone, at one end of the 

line of poplal'll which I have mentioned, and almost the 

only town I saw without waHs or any sort of fortification 

on tbe Rhine. Nothing could exceed the air of happiness 

and pr05perity which seemed t<> reign in this delectable 

little capital, which looked perfectly fre;b and new. 

the prince of which receives, because he deserves, tbe 
affections of his subjects; every one on board, with great 

vivacity. spoke of tbe toleration. the liberal extension of 

tbe rigbts of citizenship to fioreigners. and the pablic spirit 

of its naler. Tbe place is enriched by several Hourishing 

iron work.. steel. paper. and cotton manufactures (the 

latter. the first introduced into Oermaoy).' priating. watch, 

and ingenious Clbinet-making. &ro..!tbe*t ...... in the 

forges and foanderies. and different fabricJ. not I ... than 
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"ur thousand persons were employed, and the,r circula
tion at a fair ha, been known to amount to forty or fifty 

thousand florins. There is an e~tablishmellt of Moravian 

l>rethren here more numerous than that at Zeyst. The 

last and the present war!) have of Course considerably re

duced the number of workmen, by forcing many of them 

into the army; but, notwltlbtanding, there is no town 011 

the Rhine in a more enviable condition, for ,every thing 

which can impart content and felicity to man. It was a' 

eurious and highly interesting circumstance to see in Neu. 

wied and Andernach, almost oppo,o;ite to each other, the 

1I10st modern and the most ancient city on the Rhille. 

The price· of freight upon the Rhine i. rather high: before 

the French united togetber 80 many petty sovereign tie. 

it was much higher, owing to the number of tolls which 

were paid to each; previous to that event there were no 

less than twelve toll. to discharge bet"""'" Cologne and 

Amsterdam. 

We bad a very good table d'hote on boud, at a 

moderate price, abundance of 'Rhine crabs, excellent 
grapes, and a ftriety of othe.· fr"it." which, as well a. 

the moot delicioU8 bread I ever tasted, we purchased at 

the different towns where we stopped. I had tbe comfort 

OfbeiRg attended by an intelligent, animated fellow. who 

had been in the Bel'I'ice of the immortal Nelson on boa.d of 
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(\tle-of the ships which he commanded, and afterwards with 

the English i'lrmy in Egypt. ,,-ho offered his services on 

board the hoat at a ,'cry reasonahle rate. The richnes.'I J 

novelty, and majesty of tile scenery, kept me constantly 

On the roof of the cabin, from the early hour of starting 

titl the hour of nine at night. when, for the reason stated, 

!We always stopped at some town or village till morning. 

In theBe stol)pa~c .. we entirely depended upon the vari

able velocity of the current, not to say a word of llJe ca

price of onr skipper, or the influence which the residence 

of any particular favourite or friend might have upon 

him ~ the consequence of which was, that we arrived at 

p'aces to sup and sleep where ·we were not expected, and 
of course our patit.>Juze ,vos put to a little, but never a COIl

slderable trial. Within three or four miles Qf Coblentz, on 

our right in ascending the river, we passed a pyramidical 

mausoleum, erected to the memory of the French genel at 

Marceau, who distinguished himself at the battle of Mono 

and Savenai, and died of the wounds which he received at 

tbe' battle of Altenkirchen in 1796. 

At Bendorf, " romantic yillage on our left, upon a branch 

of 'tbe river, a terrible battle was fought betw.een . 1;h~ 

Frencb army, commanded- by General Jlocbe, . an~ . the 

Austrian., after the forine~ had effected . the pasNlge I; bave 

before mentioned, frOOl·. tbe white tow.er. whic:h, <\I:ter ~ 
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tremendous slaughter on both sides, tcrminat,=,d in the re

treat of the imperial troops. In this battle an'extraordi_ 

nary instance of prowciS and enthnsiasm occurred, whi t'll is 

.aid to have decided the fa te of the (lay: lhe French had 

frequently attacked an Austrian redoubt, the possession of 

which was of great con~('quence to them, and had as often. 

been repulsed with great carnage; at Ia."it a Frcn('h general 

rode up to the grenadiers commanued by Captain Gras, 

and exelaimed, H Soldiers, swear to me that you will make 

yourse lves masters of that redou uU" " "Ve swear," re

plied Gros, holding up his hand, and hi t; soldiers uoinf! the 

same: they returnru to the attack wit h rcdoublec.l (my I 

and the havoc became dreadful: the Fren(.: h troops were 

upon the poillt of again giving way I when their kader had 

his right arm crushed by a grape shot, llpon which, with a 

~mile of triumph, he grasped his sabre with his left, rallied 

his men and carried the redoubt, A't we turned a cOll.')i

derable meander of the river by Neuendorfl', one of the:: 

grandest spectacle!! I almost ever coutemplated opened 

upon me: the mighty rock of Ehrenbreitsteill, formerly 

called the Gibraltar of the Rhine, with its dismantled bat

tel'ies and ruined castles, rose with awful and unexampled 

majesty on the .outh; at its base was tbe palace formerly 

belonging to . the Elector of Treves, and the town hearing. 

the name of this wonderful fortification; and immediately 

·opposite to it, as we advanced a lilLIe farther, tile heauti-



416 COBLENTZ. 

ful city of Coblentz appeared. IIere we were obliged to be 

separated 'from our horse, on account of the l\f"oselle. 

which discharges it.elf into the Rhine at this place. 

the mouth of which we crossed by the assi~tance of our 

boatmens' poles. O\'er this river there is a handsome stone 

bridge of many arches, and formerly there wa, a bridge of 

boats from tbis city to Ehrenbreitstein, which has been 

most judiciously removed, and succeeded by one of tht' 

flying bridges before described, by which a morc r.ollvcnicllt 

communication is kept completely open, and the naviga

tion is not impeded. CoblentE is a very ancient city ; it 

was the seat of the Roman emperors, and of the kings of 

the Franks, and a favourite residence of the archbishop. 

and electors of Trevcs, who, in ancient times of broil and 
peril, re.Wed ill the ca,tle which crowns the majestic rocl< 

opposite to the city. Before the French revolution there 

were three pari&b chu.rches, two colleges, a church belong

ing to the Jesuits, four convents of monks, dominicans, 

.cartnelites, franciscans, and capuchins, and three nunneries. 
At that period the population of the inhabitants, of the 

garrison, and the vale of Ehrenbreitstein, was calculated at 

l~,OOO souls; at present it i. not supposed to exceed nine 

thousand. The city has many good and some handsome 

buildings, and. is further recommended by ita suppl>es of 

excelleo.t mines, pit.coaI, wood, and lime. Its best square 

i. the CIem=tadt; there are several handSQJIle hotels, of 
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'Which the ancicnt hotelAhe vast rock which fuzmerly pro

bl!!cted it, anu the antIqmt y of ih building~1 ca<.;t a. gloomy 

grandeut over the whole place, which never exhibitNi 8.., 

luueh gaiety a!l in the WUlt('C of 1191, when the Frenell 
princes and their follow('l''i w('rt' liohty entertailled and 

protected here by the Elector, before they marched to 

Chal:ppagne, to experience tllO~e di<Jastcri which finally 

confirmed the overthrow of their devoted house. 

Coblentz derives its name by not a little meander of ety

mology , from the confiuence of the Rhine and the Moselle 

at its base. Ausoniut;, one of the most celebrated of the 

Latin poets of the fourth oentury, wrote five hundred 

VeNe5 in commemoration of this river, which, compared 

with the majesty of the river into which it roUs anti is 

lost, is scoreely worthy of such an honor: the view from its 

banks is also in an equal degre-e of comparative inferiority, 

and by tbe unceasing agitation of its confluence, it ha., the 

reputation .of having alarmed the tender nerves of the 

river-fish, .of which the inhabitanh of th" city are not so 

~ *W1ied as the neighhouring tOWD~. 

One of the most beautiful objects in this place is the 

_,~; built tu the south of the city, ,close to the 

1liIictel .llttWtt ;plendid and amiable prioce,-.the ,Elector 

CJti trl' V-eIi/delas 'j it i8 of brick stu«oe<i, tea re.emble 
;SU 
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s one hundred and eighty yard . A further description 
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rre ponded in taste and 

,tination remain. , but 

ost of the windows are broken, 

er disfigured by having linen 
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ited the indignation of th 





ITS SURRE DeH TO 'rUE ·1 ENel • 

and hold their counter-revolution, ry councils at CobJentB. 

In September,-1794, ' eneral Jourdan, with his accu tomcd 

energy, compelled the Austrians to retreat to I ervC and. 

afterwards to Aix la ChapeUe, when, supported by the 

main body of the army, the French attacked an the enemy',ct 

posts from Ruremonde to J uliers: at this ve 11 tfu I period, 

General Clairfayt having occupied a strong po ition up~n 

the Roer, resi 'ted the :French for some tinie, but their 

ardor and number at len(1th compelled the u, trian to 

retire into Germany) leaving behind them ten thou 'and of 

their comrades, killed or taken prisoners, in the hort 

space of three days; and soon afterwards a detachment of 

the French army, under the command of General Moreau, 

entered Coblentz as victors, Cologne being already in 

their possession, and Mainz, or Mayence, the only city in 

the' possession of the allies on the left bank of the Rhine. 

I was informed by some French officer who were 

in the boat with me, that the society in Coblentz was 

very elegant; that a number of families lived in splen

dor; and also, that Bonaparte had continued with some 

modifications the colleges, and most of the public in titu

tions, whicfl the Eleotors of Treves had at various times 

e tablish d i~ that city. The vast and celebrated monas

tery J called in German Ka.rthau~, or La Chartreuse, situ. 

ated on a high mountain, in the neighbourhood to the 
Sui 
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west of Coblentz, from which the coul)tries of Treves, 

Mayencc, Cologn, Darm~tadt, d' Anspach, and Wied, may 

be seen. i.., {'olHTrted into an observatory, and a place of 

V('I} agreeable rccreation~ 

Fpoll Illy retum, ill deseeodillg the Rhine. I had an. 

opportunity ofmor€' clo~cly seeing Ehrcnbreitstein, whicft 

1 wa'3 enahled to do from the following circumstance: the 
Rhine' ,'jehu),l Wib ullcomJIlonly crowded, and late in the 

evening we arrived at a hamlet on the right bank of the 

river to ~leep: the houlSe in which we were to pass tl\e 

night \Va; not able to furni.h beds more than barely suffi

cient for the lallies on board, which at once determined a 

French officer, one of the party, who had not placed his 

bead upon a pillow for three preceding nights, and who 

was a wretched invalid, apparently in the last srage ot .. 
dedine, to hunt amongr,t the cottagero for a fidler, to. 
whose miserable sounds thi& epitome of his nation, with 

several other officers and petty German merchants, danced 

till the dawn of day, pour PIl3.C1" Ie Ie"", and the hoot was 
ready to proceed. Having found by moon-light a nook in 

a peasant's ne~t, in the most romantic situation imder 
Heaven, I lay down, and never awoke till an Iiour .... 

the boat bad departed, in which dilemma r was o~' tI>< 

hire a punt with two paddle!!, and by the assittanei of.., 

""uple .of sturdy peasants overtook the l'..--bOat. 
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wbrch layoff Coblentz, during which I vi::,ited Ehrcll-

breit.,tein. At its ha~e therc i~ a pretty town and an ex

cellent hotel; oppo~ite to the palace is a walk of lime~) 

close to which was moored the electoral &tate yacht, or 

barge, in shape and size re':icmbling our Lord l\fayor's. 

but not quite so gaudy _ The 3::,cent to thi& stupendous 

rock, which i':i eight hundred feet in a perpendicular line 

above the level of the river, is by a very narrow, &tecp. 

and winding path: the noble fortification on it.!, bides, and 

the castles, arsenal." barrack", and batteric':i upon it& !)1I1l1-

mit, from whence the eye can behold the Inountains of 

Lorraine, the meander~ of the Rhine, amI the cQtllltric"t 

through which it flows to a '-Ubt ui::.tancc, and frolll which 

the beholder might a1mo~t think he could btt'P into thc 

clouds, are all roofless ami Jjr,mantlcu. The citadel wa" 

erected by the order of the Prince Bi,hop Herman Hilli

nus, in the 12th century, upon the ruins of an ancient 

Roman building. 

In the centre of the square, or parade upon tho top, 

was formerly mounted the celt-bratcd cannon, called 

u the Griffon," as wen known to the Germans as that 

caned U Qooen Anne's pocket-piece" i& to the English. 

Ifbe former merits the national pride which it has ex

cited.. It was cast at Frankfort by the order of the 

EleCtor, Richard Greifenklau, weighed thirty tholl.and 
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pUUlJds, and was capable of projectin~ a ball of one hun

dred and eighty pounds, to a distance of sixteen miles. 

Close to the touch-hole there was the followi.ng inscrip. 

bon: " Vogel Greif heis teh, meinem gnadigen herrn von 

" Trier <lien ieh, wo .er mich heist gewanten, da will ieh 
H Thoren und mauren Zerspalten. Simon gos mich, 1528:' 

In English-" Griffon is my name, I serve my graciom 

" master of Trevcs; · I shatter gates and waJls, whenever hf 
" commands me to exert my force. Simon cast me, 1528." 

This rock was supplied with water from a well 280 feet 

deep, whieh occupied three years in digging, in the yea! 

1481, and has a subterranean communication with Cob ... 

lentz, dug out of the solid rock; the fortre!;s was justJy 

deemed, when properly garrisoned, impregnable . . In the 

time of the Swedish war, the attacks of eighty thousand 

French troops on the southern side of it, and of for,ty 

thousand on the northern, could make no impression upon 
it; however, still maintaining its invulnerable chara<..ier, 

it w,,", destined to bend to a foe, before which all local ad

vantage is useless, and all enterpri2Je unavailing: afteJ 

bravely sustaining a blockade for a whole year, by til, 
troops of tlte French republic, the gurison h .... ing -en-

4ured with the greatest fortitude almost every description 

of privation and misery, were obliged to surrender tQ fit>

mine, and capitulabed on the 28th January, 1799; ~"". 

after ",hich tbe Frencb covered this m,ighty J'Ocl< with th< 
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tuins ofthose wOllderfnl fortificat~ons, which had employed 

the .kill of tbe able.t engilleerto complete, and which, hut 

for the want of food, would have defied the force of her as

sailing enemy to theellu of time. The thai, or valIey below, 

is justly celebrated for it, fertility and romantic beauty. 

Soon after our departure frorn Coblentz, wc pasM:'d the 

~land of Obewcrth; and a little furth('f 011, on OUf left, 

the disemboguemcnt of the river Lahn, which flows be

tween two ancient and picture .. quc towns, called the U p

per and Lower Lahn~teins, where the Rhine forms a con

siderable curve, and expanJ~ into tll(' rc"Ocmulance of a 

placld lake, adorned with two vast mountains, one crowned 

with a hoary watt:h tow(>r, and the ba~e of the other half 

encirded by a village, and the whole adorn(·d by the cap

tivating combinations of fore&t scellery. rich lOE:"adoW5, 

and hanging vineyards and orchards, amid&t .which, half 

embosomed in their foliage, the peasant'&. peaceful dwelling 

every now and then gladdened the eye. This lovely view 

was soon exchanged for one of gloomy magnificence; be

fore we reached Boppart, we entered a melancholy defile of 

barren and rugged rocks, rising perpendicularly frolO the 

river to an immense height, and throwing a shade and 

horror over the whole f-cene; here all was !'ileut. and nO 

.lraoe8 of mao were to be found but in a few d"pe'5ed 

~' huts, and crucifixes. F_ and supe"'tition, 



STUPENDOU S RO AD . 

,< when the <lay bas <Tone down, and the stars are few:' 
have lOllo' 1illed every cave with banditti, and every solita~y 

n~ce "s lritb apparitions. 

I n the course of my passa<Te I frequently., when the 

boat came very near the land, sprung on shore with two 

or three other passengers, and varied the cene by walking 

along the banks for a mile or two, and during these ex

cursif)ns had frequently an opportunity of admiring the 

astonishiu activity and el ius of the French, who have, 

since they became masters of the left bank of the Rhine, 

nearly finished one of the finest roads in the world, ex

tending from Mayence to Cologne, in the course of which 

they have cut through many rock~ impending over the 

tl\rer,. and triumphed ovec some of the most formidable 

obstacles N.ature could present to the achievement 'of so 

'wonderful a design. This magnificent ~ndertakiug, wQr

thy of Rome ill the most shining periods of her history, 

was executed by the French troops, who, under the direc

tion .of able engineers, preferred leaving these monuments 

of indefatigaBle toil and levated enterprize, to passing 

their time, during the ion of arms, in towns and 

'~"""'. in a state of indoleRce and inutility. 

The 80m 

wal1 and to 
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tbe eye, relieved by the rich foliage of the t ee~ in it. vi

cinity, and the mountains behind it irregularly inter ected 

with terraces covered with vines to their very summits. The 

antiquity of this city is very great; it was one of the fifty 

places of defence erected on the banks of the Rbine by 
Drusus Germanicus, and in t middle ages was an im

peria1 city. 

Not far from Boppart we saw, on the right bank of the . 

river, a procession of. Duns d friars returning to a con

vent, the belfry of hich' peeped above a noble 

avenue of walllut-treea; tIley w 
increased the solemn effect of uU'..-wnding scenery. 

'11age, amid mOUll

ed with forest , and 

We put up for the night at a little 
tains half CO,.,..iNld· 

checquered __ il-G_les. The evening 

mQIID Ol~_IIJII!,r brigbtened the 

en'vel.~ ••• ~ gloom, 



CHAPTER XXIV, 

TUE YOtrNO CONSC1I,IPT--8INGULAR FRENCH ASECDOTE-ST . GOAR

ITS HISTORV-OBERWESEL--TBE PALA.TJNA.:TE-A CELEBRATED 

VINEYARD-A UEGM.E-BACHARACH-·B.\CCHVS-TUE RHYNGAU 

SONG-RliDESHEIM--ROl\UN DERIVATIONS-TilE PRIORY OF JO

H'\~NESDERG-VINEY 4RDS CLASSED-GRAPES CLA08SED. 

I HAVE be!or~ mentioned the excellent .ccom
modations which I every where experienced at the different 

towns we stopped at, Although at the last place where we 
slept there were not above three Of' four houses, and we 

were not expected, we had an excellent stlpper, and clean 
comfortable beds. After our repast, as we were drinking 

some excellent hock, many of the company present com

municated the object of theiT vOY",,"", and amongst the 
resl an elegant young Frenchman, about nineteen, who had 

channed u. all the way by hi. politeness and inexhausti

ble flow of spirits, told us, to my no little aurprize, that 
the object of his excursion would Dotadfttif<Jf'hi. return
ing when he pleased, fo'f be was oh hi. way to join part 
of the French army at lIfaynz, or Mayence, II! '8. «>rudipt, 
for which b~ had been draft; and as hi~ father whO 1I'aa 

a man of fortune a.t 'A'rx~t...chapelle, but 'Was ' "ery fbnd 
of his money, would not put himself to the ~penoe, of 
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paying the sllb~ti1utioll money for him, H par ('011 ,.,('

"quem:e," said he with a ~lIIik' of good tllllllOtlf, " if 

" me faut aller en lwrsoIllH~," lIe told us that he Jlad HU 

hopes of raising him'Jelf from the rank,,; but hy good ('011-

duct aJld equally good fortulll', althou(!.h his uncle walt a 

general in the service, and commanded that part of tht' 

army into which he was soon to he incorporated. Wlwll

e\'er w {' stopped, he bc~towed his money wilh liberality to 

beggars and chambcrmaids, allcJging, 1 hal ::to;; he was 

ahout to be a 50ldier, he ought to iiyc, when he beCOllllt: 

one, on a soldier's pay. and that to have more till he was 

promoted, would only make him ullcomfortable; add

ing. that on hi~ arrival at head quarters, he should order 

a noble dinner, and give his clothes to the waiters, and 

surrender himself up to the captain of hi' company. He 

neither blamed the cruelty of his father, the tyranuy of 

the conscription, nor repined at his unlucky fate, but filling 

a hum per, exclaimed, " Tout ('0 qu'il me faut maintenant. 

" c'est, de devcnir bon soldat." H All that I have t.o do i'i 

to make myself a good soldif'r." I DPVf'r saw a point more 

easily and comfortably settled in my life. Our youn!! con

script had the best wishes of u. all, for his happiness antl 

speedy ,Ilromotioll. This elastic l'ipirit of vivacity seems 

to be tb.e common property of every Frenchmall, and never 

did it appear more striking than in the following circum-

3 I 2 
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stance: Upon 3n English surgeon some years since visiting 

an hospital at Paris, he saw in one of the wards tlm.'e 

Frenchmen who had received some " cry :st:'vcr(' contmiollS 

by tt,C fall of a scaffolu a few days before, lying in beu ; 

upun npproachillg them he fuund one ut'ad, anothcr (Iyillg, 

and the 011t' in the middle sitting: upright in the bcd, fiddling 

to several invalids, who were <laUt' lug at the foot of it a~ 

well as they were able. 

After a. rcfreshing sleep we were called, upon the fir<.:;t 

intimation of the day:s approdch, amI early in the morn

ill~ arriycd at St. Goar, after passing by the ar.l(:ient gothic 

tower of 'Velmich, the white and venerable palace of 

Thurnburg, crowning the mountain behind it, and througb 

most delitlous and romantic scenery, every where profusely 

embdli!olhcd with the hoary remains of piety and war, under 

the various tints of progressive day. III a minute after 

th" boat had stopped, aJl the passenger,; disappeared to 

attend matins, it being Sunday, and left me to p:a.ze in 

amazement upon the stupendous roek of Rheinfels, or the 

rock of the Rhine, which rises most majestically behind the 

town, and supports the remains of a vast fortress which 

bears its name. and which the French demolished in the 

last war. This fortress was next in strength to Utat of 

Ehrcnbreitstein; it was in the year 1.1'45 com'erted from 
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a convent to a furtre", hy COUllt DieHM Ie niche. III 
1('92 the llc~!,jans, whQ W(:I€ in possession tif it. madc :L 

gallant ddt.:n.cc, hca<led by Colonel GOC' f";, :Jgain!'t the 

}~r(!llch, who were in superior force U!H.lt' r the ('OIllIIJanU (If 

tll<.! ('C'lebra.tcdA-lare::,cbal ue T:.dla.rJ, who lIas comp(·lled to 

giyc up t:hc 1Siegl', In t he last war it experienccd a dif

k'J'~Jlt fale : the l<' rcllt..:h troops took <tlliet pOs"t, .... ~ion nf it. 

and though it ranked next to Ebrellbri..'i t~tL'in in :,t rl'Hg~h , 
allu aJ\'alltag~ , it. partook not of the glory of a ~ilHilar r(.'

,.,j",l-ance. At the fvut of this Cilormc u.s rock is a Japre 
~ 

barra.ck latdy built, but HOW dc~el't(:J. There was als(l,t 

flying briJgc here, but it ha.s been 1"t!1JlOn-U. 

1n a bay of the river a little bdorc we appl'Oachcd Oher

wcsd, there is a vast rock, whid! the pas!-.t:lltJ;c rs 011 the 

river never filil to addres"'i, for th(' purpo'ic of hearinl; their 

own VOJccs. vcry doscly imi-tat(!tl oy it'i cdloeS". Almost 

aU the way from 81. Goar to OlX'l'w('sd. u"c W('ft' e!l \'i 

roned by enonnous dark rocks cow'red wi1 h ~hatt('r('d 

fragments, impendin~ o\'cr and cmbrowning the ftlce (If 

the ritrer with their awful ~hadows, Tile glooln of the 

scene was enll\'elX~ only by a few fi~hcnnen~' huts here 

and there interspersed, pIOtccted from the intense heat of 

of the sun I;ctained oy and rdlcctt·J from the rncks rising 

above them~ hy the foliage of ~allty groups of tn'cs. 
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Thi .... mdan('holy defile pl'epared U .!i ful' Oberwesel. ave ... 

m.: rablt' city . ji lled witlI the solemnity ofnntiellt church!.·" 

and u.r~el'i {.'d ~·Oll\·ellt fo, . In the time of the Emperor 

JI t'llry t hl' Sc\'t'uth, this city \V{JS an imperi<.ll one; after ... 

, \ ard~. and till the French seized it, it \\' :1& in the PO&

~C .... '\i ()ll of th l ' Ekctor of Trcve,o; . The church of the 

1\ linoritcs. hat! Oll e'/.' a fine ('opyof Rubens' Descent from 

the C'ro"". by a tlisciplc of his , which upon enquiry 1 

founu had b Ct;1I rCIIlO\'t.'tJ, N othing can exceed the iJe aul y 

(If the "Ituatioll of this town; the sccncqr to the south 

of il is i U XllI iallt ana romantie beyond imaginatioll . C lostl 

to it, ri "lillg from all a ,'enue of otately walnut-trees, j:'o, a 

prtlt1ig i () t1~ ruck , .'>upportillg the celebrated chateau de 

Schoenberg. which gave birth to the illustrious and an

tient family of the name of Belmont, afterwards changed 

fur the German name of Schoenberg 01' Beaumont: thia 

V1acc all I) the Il('ighbollrhood .abound with ~late quarries. 

Immediate ly oppo .... itc. on the eastern bank, lofty moun

tains doathcd w~th hanging vineyards, and attended by the 

usual association of mural ruins perched upou their pin

nadcs ~ and of monastic buildings projecting from tht jr 

~ides) or ri~jng from their ha.!'Ie, presented tilt'it' IDajestic 

forlllb to the Rhine . From ObeJ'wescl we crob~ed over to 

Kaub, a fortified town a little ""ray further to the soutb. 

Previous to this we had kept. during the whole of · the. 
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passage, on the left bank. In crossing the- rive! wr passed 

dose to a lart,T(' rna;,y fortified to-wer, or fort, ."!tanding in 

the middle of the Rhine upon a rock, ca.llell the Pfal?, or 

Palatinate. In cli."tant time" the Countesses of the P·::tla

tinate, when thry '\l're far ad\'anced in that ~tate which 

H Ladies wi~h to be \\ Lo love their lanh," 

u~ed to r~move to thi .c, insulated spot of gloom for thr pur .. 

po;(' of ly ing-in ; aftcrward~ it wa.> used <1<; a ~tatc prison, 

and a.. place to watch the vessels abccnding or de<;cenrliJJ~ 

the Rhinf', to prevent their chu' ing tilr toll.,; it ~ ... now 

di<,u,.,('d, but Bot likely very soon to run to (kt'ay for 

~\'allt of inhabitants. Enthu5ia<;tjrally as I admire tJJ(' 

,.,cellcl'Y of this part 0f the Rhine, I thillk I Ilf\'er saw a. 

place where man or woman would less prC'fer to he cmifillt'd 

in, than the Pfalz. 

At Raub, a very aJitient but neat town, which stands at 

the base of a lofty mOlultain, in a handsome inll do~c to the 

fiver, we ta&ted .some ddicious wine, 1he produce of the 

neighbouring vineyards, for which we paid about ten pence 

English the bottle: and we were regaled grattjitow;/y with 

liIome of the finest grapes, which a prc::tty girl produced as 

naturally as pi-pel:! and tobacco are introduced in ~iJllilar 

places in Holland. The vineyards of Oberwesel, Kaub, 

and .Bacharach, and the two hills of Vogtsberg and KiJhl-
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berg ncar the la'it city, which abound with blue slate, pro

duce a yinc H'lIlill"kablc for its odour and muscadelle fla

:vour, amI form one of the distinguished vine divisions of 

this enchanting region. 

Upon leaving: Kaub we procecut:'u through a scene of 

trall. ... cclldant richne.'ts and beauty, where 

Palmy hilloc, alld the flo" 'ry 1111) 

ttl -.vine irriguou~ valley spread her !> torl', 

rhJ\\CTS of an lillI', nmt ,,..illlon! thorn tIl(' roS('; 

On cHllcr !>irll' umbra~rous ~{)ls, and cavl'!, 

Of cool recess, on "hioh the mantlillg vine 

Lap. forll! her pUTl,Ic grape. 

flliltoll'$ Par(uii6'e £051. 

Our cars were delighted with the solemn ('hOfllSeS of the 

illhahilant.'t of the villages returninp; in large ('}'owded hoats 

from their('hurches,anu the bells of the comt(·nts. while the 

slum's on either side were enlivened by the peasanh ill their 

),ahbath dresses going to or returning from their respective 

places of worship. At length the hoary battlements of 
Rm:ltarac/t opened upon liS ; part of this town sloprs from 

the yillC-c1ad mountain hehind it, and th,e remainder i! 

close to the water. This to'WTI is a1.,0 very antient, 

and as a proof of its antiqUity, derive<; its name from 

Bacchus, to whom traditiQIl relates an altar was raised 

UpOIl a rock iu the centre of the Rhine. Indeed we 
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might have supposed thal }J(: had heth wor.,bl,pc,l he 1(' 

in all the marvellous pomp I\.;crii>ed tu Ill'l vngittal 

adoration, and that hi., pri(·!o.t~sc").." by ") trikillg the t:anh 

with their thyrl)i. had cau.,c\l rivns of milk, and hOlkf. 

and wine to flow 

Et k, llllccbc, vocan{ pc-r I'armilla, !:"t''', tihi(III'" 

O scilla ex altii. l>I l~l)('ndllHt mollia pinu. 

Hine omnis largo puix'Scil vinca f/rtu. 

Thi"! insula ted rock \Va,!, admirahly a{lapteu for bearing 

upon one of ih tree'), if t.'ver one grew upon it, tllO~e- litll (' 

woodell or cartlH.'ll images of llacc!Ju'i. which {'mm th~ 

51I1allllC'S"i of their mouths were calkd o.,("illa . awl were 

comidrred a ... so mallY watch t(Jw(:r~ , from which th r god 

might look after the vi lies, to prcw·nt their fecI' ifill,:.? 

ll1,Jury. I kIlo\\' of no bituation when'" lie could hav C' pI 1"

fQrmcu hi~ tutelar uutlcs hetter than in this vcry ..... pot. 

The vinc here has been long: celebrated for its excclkll (,(> ; 

the Emperor Yt>nce~las preferred four futler (,/' thio; willt' 

(a fuder is equal t ·) three hundred ami !o.ixty ga.lIon~ ) to 

ten thousand florins offered to him by the iuIJabitanh of 

Nuremberg, to redeem their seque'. tel"l.'u pri' ilcges ; anu 

even Pope Pius the Second imported. for his table a fWItT 

of this wine annually, 1'hc~c are illustriou~ authorities in 

favour of the Bacharach wine, but the best is its flavor. 

3 ", 
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.l\fy Jaquais, a merry. good humoured fellow, and having 

no bad ear for Ul Il"ic withal, announced our being opposite 

to Lorch, the firbt t own where, in ascending the Rhine, 

the Rhillgau comm{'uce!!o, in which di~trict the finest wines 

a.re produced, by bingi ng a national SOllg: ill honor of this 

yine-covered region, in which every perbon 01) board j oined 

most conlially. It was a very long one. but the folluwiug 

stanzas will serve as a specimen of it. 

Ut·kranld. mit 1nub den Iiebc yollen \x>cbcr, 

Und tri llkt ihn frOlich leer; 

1n Gau! Europ.1. ili r herren U'chcr, 

ht M)kh, CilL weul micht mchr. 

11m bringtdas va(erland nus seiner fullt", 
\Vie war cr 50n lo(. W gut? 

'Vic war cr !;()n!)(. 60 l'(If'I , btille, 

UI,II ~loch voll krltf1l1nd rnuOI? 

Am Rhein, am Rhdn, da wacblCn unue reben .. 

G~nct!ICY der Rhein! 

Oa "acb~n sit· am ufer Ilin , lind gcbcn 

Una d iMIi L'\bc wdn. 

~() trinlt ihn ilOfll'l, unci laut tins aTIc \\ cgo 

Uns {rrun, lind {riilich sryn j 

l ind WUlitCIi "" ir, wo jcl1l8fld (murig I~t',.. 

'\\' ir gli\)en ibm den wein. 



\VIt'h vine· l~v('ll CroWIi tbe jo\'i Il.I cup. 

}o~or, search all e urope round . 

You' ll &ay , as ll[ea~ 'd you tlrillk it up , 

Such wine was never found . 

S Ucll \lltH~ ~f . 

Our J"ul" tr'$ /am/ tl l i~ Tille ,:ul'plii";, 

'Vhnt lioil e.'lll e'e r pm,lucl' 

But this, th ough wium • .J will. geni,.1 ~ I.b. 

Such mild, stich gt'/ICWU" j ui ce ~ 

Sill" mild ~c 

Then shalllht· Ahine our sm iJo tc'n'iyr, 

J.'or 0 11 iii bunka; nlol\(', 

Call c'ef be found n wine to g i,e 

The soul itl. proper lOIlC. 

Come l,ut tbe jovial cup :\fOUlld, 

Our joys it will enhance, 

If an,. one is mournful rOltn tl , 

One Hip , hall make him dance. 

The .. (lui ike. 

Onciip&c. 

4:),\ 

E\'cry child in th\s part of Germany knows thi fi song: 

by heart. 

Fronting the august ruin. of the c •• tle of Sannck, the 

Rhine presents the appearance of an ample lake, anu the 

mountains, which hitherto were llumerous and loftYJ re-
31<2 
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cede as WE> approached the pretty vWage of Drgcckshausen~ 

a little beyond which t,he river expands, and forms a noble 

curve near A~manshau')en, at the foot of a forest , cele

brated for the com'ent of .A llknhauoen, much frequented 

by tlt.:volccs. A~maJ]~haus{'n j):. known for the fiue bleeker 

which it produces. 

Nearly opposite to Ruppertsherg thE' navigation of the 

Rhine beCOlUl'!) velY llluch impeded, awl rendered hazar

dow~ by some vast rocks wInch jU),t raise their h('ad~ above 

the surface of the wal<::r, and wllidl our boatmen informed 

us had frequently occasioned the loss of live~ . H ere the 

country again becollles rude amI rocky, ol'cu)' ionally co

vered with forest oak, and profusely ofllamclltl'd with di

lapidated cac;t1cs, where the steel-clad ('hieftains of other 

tinles used to blow their 

- war note loud and long, 

Till at the high and haughty &OUnd 

ll.ock, wooG, and river rang Around 

Lay of the last Mjmtr~/. 

A visible change in the scenery to which we had heen 

accustomed, commenced a..~ we approached Bingen: the 

hills retire farther from the banks of the river, more mo

dern towns, yet occasionally chequered with the r<llnains of 

antiquity, attract the eye, the trees of the forest succeed. to. 
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the vines of the r.nountain, and in the room of .o;tllpcndou!S 

rocks, rich meadows anu corn :rields pn.::~ent th...: ir iIO\,e1 

charms. 

Bingen. which I "i"'litl'd upon my return , ~tands at the 

ba~c of a lofty mountain, 011 the slll1lmit of \\ hidl lhc an

cient ca'5t1t! of Klopp j~ ert'cled: til(' ri"ll" Null(' di..,clll

bogucs itself by this rit.y into the Rhill e', 0,,(,1' nhich there 

is a handsom.e ~tone hridge. called Drusm, fr01l1 it. ... having 

thc reputatiull of having bet'l1 cUll:'ttfllrled hy Druc,lIli G(,f

manicu),: this confluence of the two river~ enahl t.'s Billg:cn 

to carryon a cOll~iderable trade ill Rhelli:-.h WillCS, g-raill, 

and timber. 

Ali tlie shades of <"'ening descended , we pa"iscrl Ehren

eels, and a little bdul'(, nille arri ,'cu at Rude::.hcim, where 

we supped at a very Imnd:,olllc hotel, and drank ('opiuu!tly 

of its WillC, which i:'t said to be buperior to every olher 

part uf the Rhingau. Very early in the morning I visited 

tlle remaill:iofanta£ni1ic.entca.ll1e. which hrut the appear

ance of a Roman <" rigiJl: this opiuion is cOllntenanced by 

the strong evidences of the same character which attach to 

the antiquities to be fOW1d in towns within the Rhingau .. 

The situation of this august ruin, which is dose to the 

river, is commensurate to its b-rrandeur: the town of Rii

oIesheim is large, clean, :l.l1d cheerful, and has few of those. 
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features of awful gloom which char8.(·terize severa.l of tht' 

cities on the lower 'Sides of this river, which here widens to 

8. great breadth, and is dotted over with luxuriant little 

islands. Upon quitting this town we were more frequently 

retarded than we had been before, by the obstructions 

·which terraces projecting into the river, .and islands, offered 

to our towing horr,e, who, with the driver, was frequently 

belly deep in the water, which often forced our boat

men to the tedious application of tlwil' poles. The tOWJ1i 

Df Gcil)(.'llht::jm, St. Bartholomai, and \Vinkel, presented the 

.ame sprighUy and agreeable a~pret as Rtidrsheim. I ltavt 

oh'Sen'rd that many towns in the llhingau are of Roman 

derivatio11-, in corroboration of which, many of their namerli 

are unqlw"tionably so: a') " ' inkel from Vinicclla; EltviJ, 

from Alta Yilla; and Lorch. or as the Germans pronounce 

it, Lorric.ke, from Laureacum, &c. 

After quitting Riide.,heim, the noble priory of St. 

JoillUlnesberg, proudly pla£ed "pon the summit of It va,t 

mountain, surrounded with villages, hamlets, convents, 

nunneries, aDd .. ther stately buildings, and having It back 

ground of distant hill. covered with vines, comnlanded the 

admiration of all on board. This priory was founded in 

1l<J2, by Rutbatd, _ond archbishop of Mayen<le, and in 

the devaitating war of thirty years undt'r Gustavu. Adol. 

ph"". was rued to the ground. The laud ~ ... afterwarda 
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IIIld t<> tbe abbot of Fuld, who rebuilt it in its present mo

dem style, and afterwards it was given to the late Prince 

of Orange as an indemnity, and now forms a part of the 

rich territory of the Prince of Nassau Usingen. In a cave 

or cellar belonging to the priory, several thousands of 

hogsheads of the clwiccst wines are kept. The red bleeker 

of Jobannesberg is celebrated all over the world, and is lbe 

j nice of the ,;neyard of the priory ollly ; uut the finest. pro

duce of the Rhingau is from the grape of Asman~hausen, 

Ehrenfels, and Rude,heim, and particularly of some very 

small vineyards contiguous to them, called Rudtland, 

IIauplberg, and Hinterhauscn, which rank the highest; 

and in this dass also are included the numero us vineyards 

on the steep hills of llingen, on the oppo~ite shore. The 

s('cond elass embraces t he vines of Rothenberg, Gei'ien

heh11, and ~apel1garten . The third class includes the 

grapes of .lohaHne:,bel·~, and the Fnldische ~khlossberg. 
The fourth , the vines uf Hattenheim, amI Marker Brun

ner. The fifth, those of the cloister of Eberbach. Sixthly, 

those of Kitterich and Grafenberg ; and the seventh, those 

of Rauenthal, and the hills and 'pots adjacent. All these 

classes are included in lhe district of the Rhing.u. 

Tbe celebrated hock, is the produce of the vineyards of 

Hoeh-hcim, or High-home, ahove Mayence, to the east

ward. Of the grape, tbat called the R£islinge, the IODp!. 
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ions, ranks the highest; tire Orlean~' 

_a-"""r red Burgundy, and the Lambert, oc-

e in the public estimation; the 

are frequently culti-

our course on he left bank of t11e 

Rhine a passed y many beau ~ I, . the 

handsom towns of J-Ialtenheim, F.rbach, Elfdd, Stein

heim r f)f, ' ieder or Lower ,,\Vallauf, where anci nt 

churche and convent are interspersed among~t many 

handsome modern houses. We reached Nieder Wall auf, 

the last town of the Rhingau to the east, and afterwards 

Scbierst in, -a pretty town where, as our progress was so 

frequently delayed by the numerous ,islands which lie close 

to the bank, in company with a very pI a, ant, intelligent 

Germ~ll, I quitted the hoat,_ and walked to Biberich: the 

day was remarkably fine, and our road lay through luxu

riant corn and pas,ture field , vineyards, orchard , every 

where profusel ador~ed with castles, religious houses, pie

s, and beautiful chateaus~ behind which 

t of Landeswald xteuds to an immense dis

tance: at length the numerous spir s; and the lofty towers 

d pal of. a ence. opened upon us, from the oppo

the '¥eJ", and had a very venerable, and ma-
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CHAPTER XXV. 

BIBERICH-CRA-RLEMAGNE'S PALACE-BRIDGE OF BOATS-r.1AV'EKCE. 

HORRORS or 'WAB-THE ART 0 PRINTING-THE HOCKHE1'll HILLS 

--REMAR&' ON OLD HOC&'-THE TOOTII-BRU U-FR KFORT

SPLENDID TABLE D'HOT&-JNAUGURATION OF THE PJUNCE PRIMATE 

-ANECDOTES OF THE FRENCH-THE FAIR. 

OUR entrance into an avenue of nearly a mile 

and a half in lengtl1, thickly lined with walnut, apple, 

pear, and plumb trees, loaded with fruit, announced our 

approach to Biberich, the superb palace of the Prince of 

Nassau Usingen. As I made a drawing of. this palace and 

the adjacent town when 1 descended the Rhine, and the 

boat was ina central part of the river, it will be un

necessary to describe it. I had no time to vi w the 

apartments, but my laquais informed me, that they were 

grand, and furnished in a princel y manner: the town is 

modern, small, and very hand orne. As we skirted In

g lheim, we were informed that the illustrious Charle

magne, the great prototype of Bonaparte, selected this 

for his favorite residence, where he built a magni .. 

SL 
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ficent palace. which wa., &upport('d hy q, 1.lIndred columns 
of Italian marble, and haJ all i:nmen')f" nl!mber of apart

ments, in which synod3 and the mo~t important councils 
of state were held: that hi, son Louis Ie Debonnaire died: 

broken-hearted here, in· consequence ill the rebellions o( 
bis sons Lotharius and Louis. 

Not a vestige remains of this celebrated pile to prONe 
that it once exi.ted: but in lhe lite of t.ouis Ie Dl:bon

llaire, N1geHus thus consecrates this building: 

Est locus iUe situs rapidi. prope £lumina Rheni, 

Ornatu5 varii! ou,ltiblls et: dapibus. 

Quo dOlllU' alta putet, tentum perlin columnis, 

Quo reditus varii tectaq\lC multimoda, 

Mille aditus, nditus, miIlenaque claustrd domorum. 
.Aeta- magisttorum artificumquc manu. 

No douht is entertained tha~ that august pile once embel

lished this spot. CharJemagne could not have chosen a 

place more advantageous witb regard to his political rela
tions, or mor.e beautiful in richness and. variety of scenery, 

where Nature every where saluted him with wine, with 

fruit, and every desirable productlbn of a genial soil, fit to 
make glad the soul of an emperor. 

In less than an hoW' after quitting Ingclheim ~e ~d 
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Cas.liel, immediately opposite l\{ayence, to which if com .... 

lIlunicates by an amazill fr 10110' bridal" formed of a mo\'cable 
~ ~ /:) . 

platform, placed upon fifty-six Hghtcrs, two or three of 

whi,ch draw out at pleasure by mea.ns of ropes and pullies. 

to open a passage for \'c!':Iseis asccndil1O' or tie",cendillO' the 
" ~ 0 

n.hine~ and is thrc{' thousand eight hU;1urrd and thirty feel 

long; one very similar to thi'i was Luilt by onkr of Charko. 

magne at the same place; here 0111' voyage tcnninatc.d. On 

account of the search of the c.:t1"tolH-hou~e officers ueing 

very sc\'ct'c 011 the French side, tlle passengers prefer being 

landed at Cassel: where all the bustle of a populous cit~r, 

and a great military statioll, presented it!)clf. The bridge 

was crowded with heautiful and degantly dn:ssed women, 

French omcers. soldidl's, and various other persons, in cal' ... 

riagcs and on fuot, ~Oillg to or returning from 1\Jayence, 

whiQh, with its yencrable .catlledral and splendid building8~ 

extending themselves along tlle river, had a very grand 

effect. Our luggage ,,'as sC31'chcd by a German custom

house officer, who behaved very politely; and I proceeded 

to a good hotel in Cassel, and sat down with seycral 

}~rench officers to some excelleut refreshments. 

In my description of the Rhine as I ",cended it, I have, 

from the desire of net fatiguing my reader, only noticed 

the principal towns and objects, some of ",hi"h I visited 

tht'n, aDd others on my return , I felt myself abundantly 

3L2 
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rewarded by the unparalleled beauty and grandeur of those' 

scenes, which so often excited· my admiration and amaze

Jllent, for any Httle inconvenience, and perhaps some little 

hazard, to which r was occasionally exposed, and I regret 

that I can only convey a very imperfect impression of 

them to those who have never had the good fortune to' 

form their personal opinion of them. 

Having been previoll.ly warned not to attempt to 

enter 1\fayence, which, as it IS now incorporated with 

France, I shan call by that name, on a<X:Ollnt of the un

usual rigour exercised by the poliee towarus gtrangers, in 

cOll~equencc of the city being the great military depot of 

the French on the Rhine, and the greatest skill of their 

engineer. having been lavished on its fortifications, I was 

content to view it from Cassel, and to receive some little 

account of it from a very intelligent German, who had re

sided there some years, as we looked upon the city from 

our hotel window. The electoral palace, of red brick, by 

the side of which the Rhine flows, where "Bonaparte re

sided during hi. stay in Mayence, ia 1804, presented a 

very noble appearance. The dome or cathedral, which 

.. me with awful dignity before us, is a v03t gothic pile, 

having four unequal towers: it had once a lofty spire, but 

a thunder-.torm, many years since, beat it duwn ,with I~ht

Ilillg, and burnt .. <:ODii4erable part cf the edifioe. FeW 
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ei'ties have suffereu mOre than this by the ravages of 

war; most of its civil and sacred buildings hav.-: been 
at one period or another damaged or de.stroyed by can

non, the ruins of which still remain. My intelligent friend 
informed me that this city was celebraled for the great 

beauty of its female inhabitants, and that before the 

French took po~se!!l!)ion of it the electoral court threw a 
brilliant lustre over the place, which was unrivalled by 

any city on the Rhine for it, gaiety, elegance, and splen

dor ; characteri~tics which have be.en impaired, but far 

,"om annihilated. It contains colleges, lyceums, a theatre, 

and ball and concert rooms, all of which continue to be 
well attended . 

Maycnce, from its l1aving been al,,·ays considered as 

one of the great bulwarks of Germany, suffered most 

dreadfully in the last war. In October 1792, General 

€u"tine compelled it to surrender after a slight bombard

ment, and under his administration the majority of the 

inhabitants who did not fly enlered cordially into tbe views 

of the French revolutionists: be augmented the fortifica

ti-oRS of the city, and placed. a strong garrison in the su

burbs of Cassel, which has always betn considered as a 

place of greo.t importance, and raioed a number of re

doub .. ... eI batteries there. In July, 1793, the Prussians, 

after seizing 9n Co,tbeim, and defeating an army under 
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General Houohard, which was march.ing to succour tlle 
garrison of lIIayence, reduced both that city and Cas.;cl., 

the miserable inhabitants of which endured the greatest 

horrors, and man¥ of the fine:,t and most ~renerable build

ings of tbe former were fired , aud nearly destroyed, during 

the siege. Merlin, who acted as one of the commis~ionel'i 

,to the French army durit\g th(> ~iege, stated to the con

vention, that such was tbe ~l'arcity of provisiolls. a po-und 

of horse-Jlesh /tad been sold at two, and a dood cat at six lrvrcs, 

and that fivp thow,uncJ men had pel'i.,hcd in defence of the 
place. Although Custinc had no choice left but to capi
tulate, Barrere, by hi. report of the ,iege, led to his being 

denounced and decapitated. During this siege the palace 

of the provo.'s suffered terribly; the cekbrated electoral 

palace called La Favorite, and seven dmrches, were totally 

destroyed; and scarce a hou~ c!'c:apcd without being 

pierced witb cannon balls. Mutton sold for .ixty sols a 

pound, and beef one hundred sols; anti at 1""1 bell-metal 

and paper money were used: the following was the super

scription of the latter: 

" MonROye ~e si~e. 
" 10 sols, 

" a changer coutre billoo 

" ou monnoye du '1lI'tai de ~iege. 

(Signed,) " '&V.u~L. 

U SiJge de Mll#'('nce, " H~V~4RI) 
" Mar. I793-~e. de I. Rep. Fran." 
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And, what an epicure will perhaps more regret, lhe whole 

l'ineyard of Hoekheim was destroyed. 

The Frcn.cl'i were highly indignant-at the loss of,so im

portant a place, and resolved upon attempting the reco

\'ery of it from its v.ietor., as soon as the mighty objects 

which claimed on· all. sides the activity and energy of their 

r.ulers and generals, were accomplished; and accordinglJ", 
in June 1795, the French army again hlockaded this de
voted, city, during which it sustained a renewal of its suf

iering, from which it again was relieved by the successful

operations of lIfareschal Clairfayt, at the head of the Aus

trians against the revolutionary troops, who were attarked 

and routed upon the heights of lIfornbach, when. the 

Mareschal appeared before Mayence,. attacked and car

r.ied. the entrenchen· camp of tlw. onemy, UpOD which the 

skill oftheir abiest engineers had been exerted for eleven 

mo~tha to. render it inv.ulnerable. General Schaal, who 

occupied. this strong. position, on the r"treat of Jourdan, 

with fifty-two battali",," of infantry and five regiments of 

,,"valry., was obliged to retire with great loss in cannon, 

ammunition,. and men. In this bombardment some Tyrol 

. sharp-ohooters di'play.ed their wonted skill in an amazing 

mannu,' by kiUing, from the banks of Cassel, several 

Fliealh-elicerO with their ritle-pieces, who were walking 

.as. the I'IUlpalts on the op~site side uf the river. the 
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'ell I 'have ,already ascertained by the 'iengtlt 

of the floating bridge. the 'beginniog of the year 179:7 . 

a better deatiny smiled upon the French arms in this re-

oreau.aDd oche made both side8 of the 

ne resound .with their victories, when -the troops 1rhic 

IniIJ"...· nned Mayence, prevent the entire and unavaiJin 

deI_b'Uon of the city, relinquished.its posses ion, .and the 

nllK:a r~ulained rs of . t. 

oIumes ve bee rittell upon the supel;ior preten-

of Mayence to tlte original invention of the art of 

. tiQg, and,to tnnsfer the honors of the discovery from 

wrence Coster of Haarlem to John Guttenburg, a.ci

tizen of this place. A vast deal of special pleading has 

.been displayed on both sides; and, to.use a jockey phrase, 

!lDr.tIe aacers t4 the meritt-A Irati de and admiration of all 

aJlDOIt .... , eck and 

JUlCIR'I~Dts gi appropriat~ 

lmrJlelI., and there-
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fortified, were occupied by French soldiers. 'Vith two 

German gentlemen and a Dutch officer, I sat off for Frank

fort, distant eight stunder Of hours, Of fonf German mil '.', 

under a scorching sun, which did not seem to hav any 

effect upon alar e party of monks and pri st, nd fol

lowers bearing the host, who were 'alking' bare headed in 

procession to a monastery which we had just pa. sed, near 

which I left the carriaae to make a sketch of l\fayence, 

upon a projecting bank of the river Maine. where I bade 

adieu to the Rhine. Our road. lay through an avenue of 

walnut, apple, and pear trees, loaded with fruit, to which 

passengers helped themselves whenever inclination di • 

posed them to do so; and part of the IIockhcilll hills, co

vered with the renowned vineyards, which produce what 

in England is called old hock. .As many a saiut, high in 

uperstitiou venerR.t.lon, 1llH~t have had at least ten ·scull ' 

and one hundred toe nails, if no illusion has been pr\.ctised 

hy those who have exhibited them to the credttlous ia dif

ferent eras and various regions, so nothing shOl'~ of the 

power of transmuting water into wine, could produce from 

these vineyards the immense quantity of wine which passes 

UDl!ler the title of hock . . Certain it is, that the greater 

quantity of wine honored with that name, is from the 

f both sides of the lower part of the Rhine, waich, 

the district where it is produced, very old nuil 

3M 
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and grati6cation. After he bad paid , .""h a compliment 
to English tootb-I;>rushes, and ha.d done me ~be honor of 

using mine, the le",t I could do was to beg that be would 
favour me with keeping it for my ""ke, wit.h "hich he was 

milch pleased, and accordingly introduced it to " party of 
cOlllb~ and razors in his shaving-case. In all other respects 

he was an agreeable man, and I am sure a liberal. minded 

soldier. This city. which was till lately imperial , is one 

of the most alltient towns in Germany, and ha ... &everal 

hanJ~olllc streeb alltl noble buildings: it is particularly 

celebrated for the splendor of it" hotels, which are re
porteu. to be the most magnificent in Europe, pertK:ularly 
tho,c called the Rothen lIaus or Red IIouse, and the Rur

lli.,kchcn Kaiser or Roman Eniperof, when~ the King of 

Pru~~ia lodged when he visi.ted this towll; and tJle Darm

stadter IIof, in Wllich l\Iarshal Augerau and hib suite re

.ided whilst I was at Frankfort: so ~rowded was the city, 

that it wa~ with great difficulty and some inteIest I procured 

apartment. at lhe Weiden-hof, or Willow-Court, a seeond
rate ,no, hut of great magnitude. Oue table d'hote, at 

which between two and three hundred persons of respect
ability ,at down every day, was held in a noble room; it 
was splendidly served, and an excellent baud seated in an 

'elevated gallery, performed during dinner. The principal 
houses are built of red and white stone: the casoino, tQ , 
which I was admitted by a .~rd, of introduction from one 
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ol the principal banker" is very elegant. There are also 

several other club. an~ assembly rooms. The theatre is 

spacious and very handsome, the performers were good, 

and the band is large and select. Opposite to the theatre 
is a mall, formed by several rows of trees, which in the' 

evening is much frequented, where many a lover may ex

claim witt. Moore, 

Oh, Rosa! sny " good night" ODce more", 
And I'll repeAt it o'er and o'er, 

Tilt tbe first glance of dawning light 

&hllll filld IfS saying still" good night. , .. 

Before the Rhenish confederation the town was split 

into two religious sects, the Lutherans and Calvinists, 

which are now blended in perf"'t harmony by tn. liberal 

influence of toleration. A gmnd discharge of cannon one 

llloming announced the ceremony of the members of the 

senate and the colleges being about to assemble in the 

}tomer, or town-hall, to complete the investing the Prince 

Primate wi.th tbe sovereigDtyof the city, the keys having 

been delivered up before to the representative of the prince, 

under a similar discharge of artillery, agreeable to certain 

provisions contained in the act of the Rheni.l, confede

ration .. 

Curiooity induced me to visit the place of this meet

ing, which is a very large and anti£nt gothic pile, situated. 
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in a narrow street. In this building are several chamber ,. 

which have been applied to memorable purposes; .one in 

l)articular, which before the late revolution in the G rman 

.empire, was used by the Electors upon the august occasion 

()f making choice of a new Emperor: there are some good 

paintincrs in some of these apartments. The ceremony of 

the installation 'Of the Prince Primate was over in a very 

short time; the mob, which was a small one, soon dis

pel' ed; and scarcely anyone mentioned the matter three 

...days afterwards. 

The cathedral church of St. Bartholom~w, 1vhich be

longs to the catholics, . is another venerable relic of anti

quity: it is reported to have been built by P.epin, king of 

France, in 756, enriched by Charlemagne, and plundered 

by Lewis of Bavar~a, on account of its chapter adhering 

to the Pope. Strange to relate, although the coronation 

of the Emperor used to take place in it, there is not one 

within its walls, either of sacred splendor, or monu-

.... ~1I.l celebrity, orthy of notice. In the year 1792, 
the FreD tered this city as conquerors, their com-

__ ·ID. g 0 went ith great military pomp to this ca-

thedral; where, being attended by the senators, the com

in chief elosed an address by exclaiming, ~'Under 

"Of thi venerable temple have not many of you 

coronation the E~peror of the R~ 
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« mans?" to whIch no answer was given. U I demand a 

" reply to my question," exclaimed the general with some 

wannth; "yes" was faintly answered; H then,-' replied 

he, H you will neyer see him more in this place." This 

prophecy issued from an oracle which possessed the meanS 

of consummating its prediction. 

I was pleased with the fair, although it feU far short of 

my expectation; the principal booths which were erected 

near the Romer, and also parallel with the river Maine,. 

formed a very agreeahle and sprightly street, entirely co

Tered with canvas awnings: here all sorts of ~oods, the 

productions of various parts of the, globe) were exposed to. 

sale; and here were also several bookseHers' stalls,. where 

t he most eminent works are sold folded in sheets, for the 

purchase of les5cr mcrchants in the trade. No press in the 

world is so prolific as the C'TCrman-the numbers of ingeni

ous works which it annual1y yields, amongst which are 

many able productions, are astonishing. I was informed 

that the fair had wasted almost to nothing, in consequence 

of the various injuries it }las sustained from the war. and 

the severe pOlicy of Bonaparte respecting the introduc

tion of English manufacture, very little of which was to he 

founel at this mart. In the printsellers' stalls, whic~ used 

'to be ~"ell supplied from tbe English school of engraving .. 

"ere very few prints worthy of attention. I saw several 



execrable imitations of lOme fcom the esquioite- pencil of 
Westall. At the end of the principal street of the fair, 

close to the river, were rows of immen&e ' tubs, in which .. 

like Diogene's, many poor Gennan tradesmell and their 

families very sagacioilaly eat and slept, for want of a bet

ter habitation. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

B'£AUTtFU' L 'TII.f.AGE OF OFFESB .\CIl ...... RRAVF.RV OF TilE 1I£,l:SHSS

ANECDOTE! OF lfAR[SCHAL AUGEIlEAV-£XCUftSIOS TO D.4.RN

-ITAD'r-llJSVTB-POfiTS_DJ. 'ClMSTADT-LA.W'S DEr.n I N Ca:RM .4.Nl' 

-A6RJ::EADI, E 1tIAN'N£1ts OF THE c.ERM.4.NS-NATION.U. ASTIPA-

TIII ES-RETV ltN TO fRANKFORT- GLOOMY APPEARANCF. {oF TN.: 

(:ONTIPiE.'i"1'- FIU:SC H "liMY ON ITS M4RCH' AG.tL'\ST (filE PRl'S

gt.\!'IS'-RETlJHI!II TO LONDOS. 

AN excursion to the beautiful a1ld elt.~gant 

l'ittle sovereigll tOWil of OftenlJach, auout five Englisll 
miles from Fmnkfolt, enabled me to admire the great pro

gress which the Germans have made in the tasteful art of 

carriage-building. In 'R very large dep6t of carriages 
there, I saw ·several which ,vould have been distinguished 

for tJleir lightness and beauty ,in Lonuon. There ar~ 

several · other fabrics, viz. of jewellery, pocket-books, 

·tobltee!>, ' toys, &c. The so<iety oft'his plaoe, whete the 

iJiInee· wbo bears its name IT .. : a little court, is ,·cry 

\rtifmed And accomplisl.ed. The suhtlrbs of Frankfort arc 

-~ orhe&utiflil and tOAlantie .alks andvineyaF<ls\ eli

.lmiliitf by!band;;oine ·';<lUntry-bouses. On fhe·,.""d:·l1c.ar 
• 

. the entranoe to the ,,·est, adjoining' \'lye sj,lendici ' ebat<au 
S N 
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of Mr. Beatham, the celebrated banker, at whose tc>Wll

house the present King of Prussia be<;ame enamoured wit!> 
• 

his Queen, is a monument, composed of a helmet, a lion's 

skin, and emblems of war,. in broJlze~ ma()e out of the

cannon taken by the King of PJ'ubsia from the French at 

1\faycnce, mounted upon a stone pedestal, rising from au 

artificial rock, upon which are inscriptions commemorative 

of its having beep raised by 'Prince Williamstadt to the 

memory of the gall.nt Prince of Hesse-Phillipsth.l and 

three hundred brave Hessians, who peri::thcd on this &pot, 

when the French were obliged to e\'acua.tc tbe toWll in 

the year 1792. The French had taken quiet possession 

of it a few months before, under the £Ommand of General 

Neuwinger and Colonel Houcha.d, when they levied two 

Illillioos of florins "pon pain of military exe("ution on the 

opulent classes of the inhahitants. The most distinguisbed 

personage in Frankfo!t was Matesch.1 Augerau, whom. I 
icequently met. The heroic valollr and sklll which be 

.IiBplayl!d in the campaigns 01 Italy, pacticuh'rly at the 
battle of Areole and before Mantua, and a£terw""ds in 
Genaany, will render his name iIIustri<>U6 in. the militaly 

..... naIs of France: ~e is a high,ly pan.bed and a.:c;om.

plished gentlem;w, and was equally fl411lite4 IIlI ea~ 

by the inhabitp.nts of f~; !i.e. lived in ~ sq.]" be

COlIling IIi. digpi'y, .without OiKeDlAtion, .1U)Il. .lOas. ~ .. all 
occasiollll ve.y aCceMibie. 
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Linglebach, lbe celebrated painter, was born here in 

\i6'!5. , His subjects were fairs, mountebanks, sea pros

fIeI!b-, mn.at "1!gagements, and landscape<, in whicb he 

eminently l!x-eeIled. In company with my tWD friends from 

whom I paned at Rotterdam, and who rejDined me here, 

l·set oif for Dannstadt, about eighteen Engli,sh miles froID 

FliIokfctrt. -We cr","sed a noble bridge over the :!.faine, 

IiI>Itpaosedthrough a considerable, and fortified town, called 

Saxenhausen . Oar road, ""llich was sandy, was for a con

aid.rable way lined with luxuriant nur,ery-grounds and 

,.ineyaml<. About iOllr miles from Fl1lDkfort we passed" 

plain oaken poot, about six reet high, upon which, under 

a painted star and crown, was written (in German). (( So

" vercign Territory of tlte Prince Primate of the Rlleni,it 

U Confederation." Upon this road I saw, for the first 

time, a great number of little posts, painted white and 

IWmbered; they arc called minute-posts, hy which the 

pedestrian traveller is enabled to .. certain with great ex

actness the progress be makes in hi. journey, A very 

band90me avenue of .tabely poplars, <>f nearly twoEngli,h 

miles, fonns the approach to the city, which is nearly sur-

1'Ounded by a lofty wall, Rot capable of affordi~g much 

protedion agiiriit an enemy. The suburbs conwn some 

IoM<lsome holJSeS. ' ill' ... hkh, as tbe princij>aJ' hoter in the 

city ..... Ml, we took lip our quat'ten at the post-hollSe; 

a'~ eo:cdtentinD. 



For a capital, Darmstadt is small, and its palace infi

nitely too large: of the latter the Emperor Joseph sareas-

. By 0 erved, that it as big enough to accommodate 

himself and the nine electors. lwwever, very little of the 

illtenlal part i finisned, and most- of the windows are 

boarded up. The Grand Duke and Ilis iamily reside in 

a part of a new palace, projecting from the old one, look .. 

rug towards the gardens. That immense titructure· built 

in imitation of the Thuil ries, and surrounded by a broad 

de p dry ditch. The h Jie ... dit y Prince, who married the 

youngest daughteJ7 of the House of Baden, and w bose istcrs 

share the thrones of Russia and Sweden, has a large and 

handsome house at a Iittl distance fmm the old pftlac ;-

xclusi e of this prince, his oyal Highness the Gra,nd 

Duke, Louis the Tenth, ~ several oth r children. He 
is turned of fifty years of age, j,s an enlightened, brave, and 

amiable prince, and celebrated engineer. He w the 

1 t of the German princes who in the last war sheathed 

the sword he had drawn agamst the French; a power 

which the prcservaf n of his dignity and bis dominion 

~Ued him to coalesce with. Bonaparte, when be 

~tinC1 the R nish Confederation, wished to invest 

the kingly dignity, but the Grand Duke declined 

oh. Darm t produced many valiant and dis~ 

t the e I had the plea.~ure .o~ 

'11 General Von 'Verner, the goYe(nor of the city, 





TlIE ~ULITAnY. 461 

who at the head of the chevaux legers, or light horse, per

formed prodigies of valour in the Netherland in th last 

war, where in one battle be ,va sunound d by , v n 

French chas 'eurs, from whom he receiv'ed the most desp -

rate wounds in various parts of his body before he un n

tiered. The late General Von During, a name, on connt 

of the heroic crmrage of the p rson to w11 In it b lo1lged, 

forever embalmed in the memory o:HheEnglish ~bo '{'rved 

in the-last war in the Low Countries, in t yearlS 1793, 4, 5, 

was born ill this duchy. The troops were good ]ookina men, 

and presented a very soldier-like app arance: the uniform 

of the officel's of the infantry is a blue coat faced ;vith scar

let, a large cocked 112.t, richly trimmed with d ep 'j1ve£' 

lace, and has a very handsome app arance. The dragoons 

wear a casket, a Ijght green jacket, and are well mo1ilnte~L 

'The pay of a soldier is about the value of twopcn e a day. 

Several captains in the army are princes (prin 'es appa .. 

Dages), 01' princes of a distant branch, who have but little 

property. 

The principal object to attract the attention of a tra

veller is the Exercierhau , or house for manreuvering the 

troops in the willt r ~ it form one side of the space of 

around aBo ted for the parade, is three hundred and four

teen feet l<! 19, and one hUftdred and fifty-two broad, a.nd 

has been erected about thirty-uve yean. The ceiling of 
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tlli. en0rmOlls room is self-supported by a vast and most 

ingenious wooden frame-work, .wjthout the .... istance.oi 

oitller pillar or areb l>elow. Above thls ceiling are a great 

number Df apartments. In a part of the room below,. the 

artiUery. af the Grand Duk.e is deposited, ",hich is kept in 

high military order. About four thousand troop. can be 

manreuvred in this room with ease. The gardens adjoining 

to the eXi!rcise-hause are laid out ill the English style, are 

very spacious, and would be "ery beautiful if the i(round 

undulatt:d .. llltJe 1I10re ; much wte bas ,been displayed ill 

their arrangement, and th" house of the chief garde1ll'r i. 

ve"Y pretty. These gardens are liberally (}pened to the 

public, form the principal promenade, and were embel

li.bed on the day I ;visitell them with several lovely and 

elegantly dressed "'OUten. In one part is a neat but simple 

mausoleum, erected by tbe "rdar of Frederic the Great to 

the memory of one of tbe landgr."jnes of Darmstadt, a 

princelo remarkable fox the powers of her mind and the 

beauty of her person: upon which is the following elegant 

i!l8Cription, composed by tbat great .Prince: 

.« lIic jacet lAIdovica Henn.;re, Landgrafia IleIii"" 
~, aexu fiemiaa, iog-enio y,ir .. " 

.. lIei'e-iies Louisa Heuoiotta, ~ine of H,esse, 
~ • ........ ill .... ·intllinli. man.'! 
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A .hort di"tance from the garden is a park in which wild 

hoars are kept for hunting. The religion of the dudTY i. 

Lutheran. The atrair; of the .tate arc conducted by a 

court of regency, and. other courts, composed of coun

sellors and a presidcnt, who regulate the military, ad

miui&ter the la\\~, digest the finance, anu superintend 

all matters that relate to religion. Those who com

plain of " the law's delay" in Englaml, would be spee

dily reconciled to the tardity of its progress 'Were they to 

(:OIlUllcnc(' a "'l1'~t iu Gennany, l\'here it excited consider

able 8urprizc that the procrastination of :!\lr. Hastings's 

trial, which la",teJ seven years and three months, should 

have caused any murmur& amongst us, that period- being 

thought a moderate one by almost every German. Living 

in this duchy is very cheap; a bachelor can keep a horse; 

.line at the firot table d'I,,;te, and drink a battlc of wine a 

day, and mingle in the belit circles, upon one hunwred 

pounds per annum. The society in Darmstadt is very 

agreeable. As the mind. of the men and warnell axe so 

highly cultivated and accomplished in Germany, every 

party presents some mode or other, equally delightful and 

blameless, to make Time smile, and to strew over his 

passage with dowers. The country round Darmstadt is 

very beautiful, and abounds with com and various sort. 

of fruit-trees, which are frequently unprotected by any 

ferule, and the common path winds through avenues oS 
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theUl. Among ... t other delicious fruit, there is a red plumb 

called zwetscheu, peculiar to the south of Germany J 

whle}1 groll''S in great richnes.'i and luxuriance in this duchy. 

Ai a proof of the profusion in which it grows, in one of 

my rambles with some frit'nd~, I met a buy lauen with a 

b"kct filled of them, who sold ,,, 130 for ;ome little piece" 

amounting to a pClllly Engli<,h; 31lU the little rogue looked 

back ''''ith au arch smilc a-, we beparateu, as if he had maue 

a highty profitable hargalll. A'S I wa'S walking in the 

principal street wi.th a friend of mine, I W~ blruck with 

t he following cxprcOj..,ioll: "Look at that onicef; would 

you believe it that with so fine a person, and a nliIHI to 

corre~pond ~,' ith it, he has received tu'u baGl.:et~j?" My !oIur

prize at the expression was dissolved by being illformed, 

that when a lady reiu&es an offer of love, she semb thl! 

luckless lover a little l>""ket us a token of her di;inclin.· 

tiOJl to receive his addresses. 

The French intcre.~t is powerful in J}annstadt, altbough 

amongst all the princes of the Rhenish confederatioll, no 

olle has displayed more energy and spirit thull the Grand 

Duke. A stIiking instance of this occurred to one of my 

companions; in this dochy, and I believe in other parts 

of Germany, there is a law that renders it penal to drive 

off the roael "P"" the grass, blot the postilion who dro~ 

him, having, to spaTe ru. horses, otra.ied against this Jaw, 



CHA.ll~C:TZ. OF THE G!'}tMANS. 465 

archly turned round to him and said, H Pray, Sir. in case 

'.' I should be pro~ccuted, say Y'}U are a Frenchman, and 
.. then tbey will not make me pay the penalty." 

The antipathy. between the natives of Daroutadt and 

their neighbours of lIe$se Ca.'Isel, is' a~ inveterate a!I that 
between the English and French. As I was prep&ring to 

set off for Heidelburg. we heard that the troops of Dann

stadt were expected to march at a moment's notice to 

seil':.e upon Hanau, a town belonging to Hesse CasSf>l, 

which has afforded frequent suhject of hroil between the 

two countries; but upon enquiry, we were privately in

formed. that Bonaparte w", expected to call upon the 

Grand Duke to march his contingent to the field of battle 

against the Prussians, with whom immediate hostiHtif"'i 

were thought to be inevitable. I much regretted that 

this approaching storm, which be~.n to spread a deep 
~hade over the political horizon, prevented me from ex .. 

tendjn~ my e'icursion further into Germany, a country to 

which Nature hat, beel! very bountiful, where the wOlilcn 

uuite refined acc()mplishmentl> to the charms of pe~on, 
and Whel'C the men arc distillguished for their genius, pro_ 

bity, and indefatigable industry, and botb for an unaffected 

""wity of mallners. 

lJPQ!l. FY return to Frankfort, part of tbe French army 
30 
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rushed ill like a torrent, on its way to give the p,.ussian~ 

battle. It had mined "ery hard all the day on which ti,e 

advance guard entered; hut -every soldie~. nlth~lgh co

vered with mud, and wet to the skin , weut, or rather 

danced, singin~ mel'rily aU the way, to th.e house where;he 

was to be quartered. This city h", l>ccn dre.dfully drained 

at various times, hy the immense number of r"'rcnch troo~ 

whfch have been billetted upon the inhabitants: at on<: 

time they had fifty thousand to support. and to supply 

with various articles of doathing for six months. Every 

house had a certain number l>illetted upon them., accord

ing to its size and the opulence of the family. Upon their 

Illareh the French are as little encumbered as ,)"""ibJe; in 

their way they compel the fanner, butcher, baker, &c. to 

furnish them with what tbey want, for which not .. ar.e 

given by the proper officers, if they have no cash, to the 

seller, according to the price agreed upon, which is ge

nerally a very fair one, and which the paymaster in the 

rear of the army discharges upon coming up. 

As the gathering tempest prevented me from penetrating 

into the south of Germany beyond Darmstadt, I appiied 

to M. Bacher, the French minister, for permission to re

turn l"'"r ellanger to Rotterdam, by the way of Brussel1!, 
Antwerp, &c. but the old, shrewd politician, in a very 

crabbed manller refused, and ordered me to keel' on Il,e 
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right bank of the Rbine . Thus "'as I obliged to retrace 

Jay steps; llOWCl'er, it enabled me again to cont~nlplate 

the sublime and beautiful scenes of the Rhine, which I di,l 
·in a boat, the· carbin and roof of which were- crammed 

with passengers. to variou~ cities on different sides of the 

river: the wind was again:;t liS, but the gtream was strong, 

of which our boatmen availed themselves by placing tbe 

ve ... ~el transversely, and, without rowing or towing, in two 

uays and a half we bade adieu to our v{l)'ageur~, a little 

before we reached Cologne, where we landed at Duitz, 

and reb.·od "Our steps, which enabled me here and there 

to correct errors and supply omi!;sions. At " 'esc] we 

arrived at half past si:rc o'clock in the evelliug. and found 

the gates shut, which compelled us to sleep UpOll ,traw at 

a little inn in the suburbs. At six the next morning, we 

beheld a sad DlftSSaCre perpetrating by the engineers and 

solUiers of the gan;solll upon all the trees in the neigh

bourhood that could conceal· or a.:s:,i...,t an enemy in up

proaching the town, alld for a similar reason SC\'eral house.os 

in the suburbs were marked for destruction. ~ueh is the ." 
commencement of the horrors of war,! The Prussians were 

expected to lay siege to this strongly fortified town in a 

few days, which induced the Grand Duke of Berg, who 

w~ in the citadel at the time, to have recourse to these 

llevere preparations. 

Aftelo pursuing our route through Amsteruam, where the 
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great tair Willi holding, during which the Dutch character 

became ab .... olutely lively, through Leyden and Rotterdam, 

at tht' la~t of which we were lSadly annoyed auuut our neces

sary pas:-.ports of depar~uJ'cJ which requite the ~ignature of 

the King's M.:cretary at the Hague, and the .. countenign of a 

Dutrh (,olllllli:-.~iont"r, appointed, during Illy ab&ence, for 

surh pUl'pose at Rotterdam, in con~equence of the };'rench 

amhnsr,ador's power over :o..uch lllatt~ rs lJaving been with

orawn, we at length. like hunted hares, arriw.'d at the 

spot from whence ,ve started, viz. Alae:,land-sluys, where, 

after underf!:oing the vexation of lllOre for1ll~ and ceremo

nil'S befilrc our old friend the commodore, 011 boaru of his 

~uard-)}hjp. we em harked in the identical (Ii)}lllai galliot 

which lJrought u& to 11011and, aud after t'xpedillg cVt,.'ry mo

ment all onler of embargo. we got out to ~ea. wher" WI.: t:'ll

dureu no common mibt'ry for ~ix days and nighti, atl <'T 

whit'll I lamkd again upon my hduveu native COUll ~ ~'Y : 

Thll.t water-walko.:l hulnnrk, s1il1 secure 

Alld contidt.'tlt from foreign purposes. 

K IIIg Jill,", .\ct I. Scene 2. 
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