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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

HIS Majesty's Government h~vmg, towards the close of the 

year 1823, determined upon another attempt to efiect a 

northern passage by sea between the Atlantic and Pacmc 

Oceans, and Captain Parry, the highly distinguished Com

mander of. the two preceding Expeditions, having been again , 
entrusted with its execution, success, as far as ability, enter .. 

prise, and experience could ensure it, appeared likely to be the 

result. Yet, as the object was one for which Great Britain 

h~d thought proper to contend for upwards of three centuries, 

it seemed to me that it might be desirable to pursue it by more 

ways than one; I therefore ventured to lay before His Majesty's 

Govemm"ent a plan for an Expedition overland to the mouth 

of the Mackenzie River, and thence, by sea, to the north

western extremity of America, with the combined object, also, 

of. surveying the ;"'ast between the Mackenzie and Copper
~· Ri~. 

" -j.i ' " ' 

I W18 ..... U*:wlIre of the sympathy excite<l-.. in the" British 

~ by the 1lUlfering. of those engaged in the former <lVer· 
i!i .. ~~,.W -tII!l ·moutIt . bf .theCoppen»i';e River, and 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

of the humane repugnance of His Majesty's Government to 
expose others to a like fate; but I was enabled to show 

satisfactorily that, in the proposed course, similar dangers were 

not to be apprehended, while the objccts to be attained were 

important at once to the naval character, s~icntific reputationt 

and commercial interests of Great. nritain; and I received 

directions from the Right Honourable Earl Bathurst to make 

the necessary preparations fer the equipment of the Expe. 

dition, to the command of which I hall the honour to be nomi

nated. 
My much valued friend, Dr. Richardson, offered his services 

a. N .turalist and Surgeon, and also volunteered to undertake 

the survey of the coast J.etween the Mackenzie and Coppermine 

Rivers, while I should be occupied in endeavouring to reach 

Icy Cape. 

Lieutenant Bush nan, who had served under Captains Ross 

and Parry on their voyages of discovery, was also appointed to 

accompany me; but, long before the party was to leave Eng

land, I had to lament the premature death of that e;Kccllent 

young officer, who was eminently 'Iualified for the situation, by 

his skill in astronomical observations, surveying, and drawing; 

Many naval officers, distinguished for their talent and ability. 

were desir9us of filling the vacancy; but my friend awl fOlDle&' 

companion, Lieutenant Back, having returned from the w. 
1ndieB, the .appointment was offered to him, a!ld aocept.ed,'l!itA 
his wonted ileal 

Mr . . E;.N. Kendall, Admirdty l&.te,·_d '~.JJ ..... 
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Surveyor with Captain , Lyon, was appointed to accompany 

Dr. Richardson in' hill voyage to the eastward, and to do 

the duty ' of Assistant-Surveyor to the Expedition at large, 

whilst it continued united. Lastly, Mr. Thoma. Drummond, 

of Forfar, was appointed'Assistant Naturalist, on the recom

mendation of Professor Hooker and other eminent scientific 

men. 
A residence in the northern 'parts of America, where the , 

P'11'ty must necessarily depen4 for subsistence on the daily 

supply of fish, or on the still more precarious success of Indian 

hunters, involves many duties which require the superinten

dence of a person of long experience in the management of the 

fisheries, and in the arrangement of the CllDadian voyagers and 
• 

Indians; we had many opportunities, during the former voyage, 

of being acquaint .. l with the qualifications of Mr. Peter 'Varren 

Dease, Chief Trader of the Hudson's Bay Company, for these 

se~vicesJ and I therefore procured the sanction of His MajclSty's 

Government for his being employed on the Expedition. 

As soon as I had authority from Earl Bathurst, I entered 

into · a correspondence with the Governor and Directors of 
• 

the Hudson's Bay Company; and these Gentlemen, taking the 

lIIoeUively intere.t in the objects of the Expedition, promised 
• 

their utmost support to it, and forthwith sent injunctions to 

't!ieir oSice1'II in the Fur Countries to provide the necessary 

.~t«Of',~;ro., at the places which I pointed out, and to 

'P-""Y other aid in th"ir power. 1 also wrote to the dif· 
" ' j;,iictors ' aad Chief Traders of the Campaay, who 
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resided on the route of the Expedition, explaining its .Ol>jeetl, 
and requesting their co-operation. 

Pemmican, the principal article of provision used in travel~ 

ling, being made during the winter and spring, the orders for 

providing the extra quantity required for the Expedition, 

though sent out from England by the earliest conveyance, 

so as to reach the provisidn posts in the summer of 1824, 

could not I>e put into elfect "~Iler than the spring of 1825; 

hence, it was not proper that th~ main body of the Expedition 

should reach the Fur Countries before the latter period. Some 

stores were forwarded from England, by way of N ew York, in 

March 1824, undercharge of MI". Robert M'Vicar, Chief Trader, 

for the purpose of relieving the Expedition as much as possible , 
from the incumbrance of heavy haggage, and thus enabling it, 

by marching quickly, to reach its intended winter-quarters at 

Great near Lake, as well as to provide for its more comfortable 

reception at that ' place. These stores, with the addition of 

other articles obtained in Canada, sufficed to load three north 

canoes, manned by eighteen voyagers; and they were delivered 

by Mr. M'Vicar, l>efore the winter set in, to Mr. Dease, at· t)le 

Athabasca Lake. Mr. Dease was instructed to suppof! his· 

party by fishing at Great Slave Lake, during the winter of 1824-. 
• 

25 ; and, early in the spring of 1825, to proee'" to Great ~ 
Lake, and commence the necellSarY buildings for the .. ......,pUqa 

- ~, 

of the Expedition. I may here cursorily remark tbat;jn "~ 

ing Great · ~r Lake as· our winter re&idet_ ,I tnIIll!Ul'''!M!4i. 
by the.illformation I bad obtained of ita beill/!''';~~~ 
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to the mouth of the Mackenzie, known to' the traders. where a 

sufficient supply of fish could be procured for the support of so 

large a party. 
Three light boats, which I shall soon more particularly de

scribe, were also sen~ out eo York Factory, in June 1824, in 

the annual Hudson's Bay s!tip. together with a further supply 

of stores, two carpenters, and a party of men, with a view of 

their reaching Cumberland House, 'on the Saskatchawan River, 

the same season; and, starting fr<hu thence as soon as the navi· 

gation opened in the following spring, that they might be as 

far as possible advanced on their way to Bear Lake before they 

were overtaken by the Officers of the Expedition. The latter, 

proceeding by way of N ew York and C3!Jad .. , would have the , 
advantage of an earlier spring in travelling through the more 

southern districts; and, further to expedite their progress, I 

directed two large canoes (canMs de maItre), with the ncces-

· sary, equipments and stores, to be deposited at Penetanguishene, 

the naval dep6t of Lake Huron. in the autumn of 1824, to 

· await our ·arrival in the following spring; having been informed 

"that,..in ordinary seasons, we should, by commencing our voyage 

atthat"place, arrive in the north-west country ten days earlier 

than by the usual way of proceeding up the Utawas River from 

MODtteal. 
"\~'."\ retuna of the Hudson'. Bay ship towards the close of 
• 

· tbe · ~II;Ii4i brought . me satisfactory intelligence of' the 

~·~<lf the lIbove-menHoned parties, together with the 

.... '~tmg<1ISBI'mmoes1 frome tbe Gentlemen of the Company . 
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10 whom I had writtlm, of their .eaJ in our cau",,'; ' and here I 

must express the deep sense I have of the kindness of the late 
Honourable 'Villiam M'Gillivray, of Montreal, whose experience 

enabled him to give me maily valuable suggestions relating to 

the clothing and subsistence oftM party, and to the supplies 

proper for the Indians. 

In connexion with the bbove sketch of the preparatory steps 

taken in the course of the fear 1824, it may be proper to give, 
in thi. place, a short account ~f the gc~cral equipments of the 

Expedition. 

And first, with regard to the vessels intended for the naviga

tion of the Arctic Sea: birch·bark canoes, uniting lightness and 

facility of repair with:speed, are certainly well adapted for navi

gating the rivers of America, but they are much too slight to 

bear the concussion of waves in a rough sea, and they are still 

less fitted, from the tenderness of the bark, for coming in contact 

with ice. I therefore requested of the Lords Commissioners 

of the Admiralty that three hoats might be constructed under 

my superintendence; and they were immediately ordered and 

promptly finished under the directions of tbe Commissio,ners' 

of the Navy. To fit them for the ascent and descent" of the 

many rapids between York Factory and Mackenzie River; and 
• 

to render their transport over the numerotJli portages" tiroie 

easy, it was nece..ary to hS,ve them as small, and :ot'_lIgIll' a 
. ' , ~ 

construction as possible; and"in fact, as much· ·l!ke ·.~·JliJiitfi : 

canoe .. was consistent with the stalBIitY""CilfIIiIei'tiiWJ·,~ 
fOl their voyage at &ea. They were .boaiklG£ : t~til'tf 
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timbers of ash, both ends exactly alike, and fitted 1.0 be steered 

either with a sweep-oar or a rudder. The largest, twenty-six 

reet long, and five feet four inches broad, was adapted for six 

rowers, a steersman, and an officer; it could be borne on the 

shoulders of six men, ana was found, on trial, to be capable of 

carrying three tons weight in addition to the crew_ The two 

others were each twenty-four rect long, four feet ten inches 

broa~ and were capable of re~i;ing a crew of five men, a steers

man, and an officer, with an at\IitionaI weight of two and a half 

tons. The greatest care was paid to their construction by 

Mr. Cow, boat-builder on'V oolwich Yard; and, as I could not 

often be present, my friend Captain Buchan, R.N., kindly under

took to report their progress; and I a';further indebted to him 

for many val~able suggestions which were acted upon. 

When the boats were finished, they were tried at Woolwich, 

in the presence of many naval and military officers, as to their 

qualities of sailing. rOl\<ing, and paddling, and found to answer 

fully the expeetations tllat had been formed of them. At the 

same time we tried another little vessel belonging to the Expe

dition, named the \Valnut-Shell, the invention and construction 
• of which lowe to my friend Lieutenant-Colonel Pasley, of the 

J,lPyal Engineers,· Its length was nine feet, its breadth four 
• 

~tjpur.inclteo;'lIoDd it was framed of well-seasoned ash, fustened 
. ' . 

• "~~" ro-m with Mr. Mackintosh', prepared canVllS, 
•• '.> 

.. ap!l.shaped like one valve of a walnut-shell, whence its appeUa.: 

,Mtb",it,w,.;igh!'!iim1y eighty-five pOund .. could. wnentaken to 

·~""~~. ,up,. in, five · or six parcels, and was capable of 
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being put tDgether in less than twenty minutes. So secure · .... 

this little vessel, that several ladies, WhD had hDnDured the trial 
.of the boats with their presence, fearlessly ' embarked in it, and 
were paddled acrDRS the Thames in a fresh .breeze. It was in. 

·tended to p~ovide against a similar delention in crossing rivers 

to that which prDved so fatal tD .our p~rty .on the fDrmer jDur. 

ney; and it was also thDught, that this little bark wDuld be 

fDund useful in procuring water-fD)I'1 .on the small lakes, tD which 

the boats cDuld not. he cDnveyed.1 

In the choice of astronomical instruments I was necessarily 

guided by their pDrtability. Our stDck ' c.onsisted .of tWD small 

sextants, two artificial horizons, two altitude instruments, a. 
)'epeating circle for lima; observations, and a small transit tele. 

scope fol' ascertaining the rates orthe chronometers. ,,,re had a 

dipping.needle mDunted .on Meyer's plan, a plain needle very 
delicately fitted fDr .observing the diurnal variatiDn; tWD of 

Kater's azimuth compasses, and a pocket cDmpass fDr each .officer. 

The atmospherical instruments were two electrometers, two of 

Daniel's hygrDmeters, Leslie's phDtDmeter and hygrDmeter, 

besides a good supply .of mercurial and spirit thermDmeters .of .. 
different sizes. The magnetic instruments were examined in 

concert with my friend Captain Sabine, previDus t.o my departllre 
• 

from LDndDn; and the observatiDns that were Dbtamed for dip 

(Ind intensity, served as points .of comparison fDr .oUr 'f~t.an; 
results. 

The .tores consisted of bedding lIlld~thing'i' 4ocIeiIii!!-twt 
. suits of_ter.proof dresses fDr eachpen;o';"1rif~i""t'~ 
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Mackintosh, of Gfasgow; our guns had the same bore with the 

fowling-pieces, supplied by the Hudson's Bay Company to the 

Indian hunters, that is, twenty-eight bans to the pound; their 

locks were tempered to withstand the cold of the winter; and a 

broad Indian dagg~r, which could also be used as a knife, was 

fittcd to them, like a baJK>net. Ammunition of the best quality 

was provided by the Ordnance, the I)owder being secured in 

small field or boat magazines. A quantity of whcaten.flour, arrow_ 

root, macaroni, portable.soup, ~~hocolate, essence of coffee, sugar, 

and tea, calculated to last two years, was also supplied, made up 

into packages of eighty-five pounds, and covered with three layers 

of prepared waterproof canvas, of which material coverings for 

the cargo of each boat were also made .. , 
.' 

There was likewise an ample stock of tobacco, a small quan

tity of wine and spirits, marquees and tents for the men and 

ofl:iccr~, some books, writing and drawing paper, a considerable 

quantity of cartridge-paper, to be used in preserving specimens 

of plants; nets, twine, fishing.lines and hooks, together with 

many article~. to be used at wintcr-quarters, for the service of the 
~ost, and for the supply of our Indian hunters, such as cloth, 

'blankets, shirts, coloured belts, chiefs' dresses, combs, looking

. glasses, bead., ' tapes, gartering, ' knives, guns and daggers, 
• 'hatchets, ' awls, gun-worms, flints, fire-steels, files, whip and 

• 
'liaDd .. ioaw., . ;ce,.chisels . and trenching_irons, the latter to break 

open. the beaver lodge •. 

~· .. ,At··the .t;ftode <,{travelling throu~h the Hudson's Bay territo-. .. 
~,'vitb..u itS <litllCulties aDd hazards, is flOW well known to the 
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public, I think it better to give in this Introductory Chapter 

a slight outline of our route through the United States, Upper 

Canada, and Southern part of the J'ur Countries, and to com

mence the detailed Narrative ofthe proceedings of the Expe

dition with its arrival in Methyc Riverl wher<; the officers joined 

the boats th"t had been sent out from England in the preceding 

year. 

On the 16th of February, 1825, I embarked with Lieutenant 

Back, Dr. Uichardson, Mr. KI'ndj.n, Mr. Drummond,and foUT 

marines~ at Liverpool, on board the American packet-ship; 

Columbia, Captain l.ce; and, on quitting the pier, we were 

honoured by a salute of three allimatingcheers, from a crowd of 

"the principal inhabit"nts. who . had assembled to witness our , 
dep.1.rture. The passage across the Atlantic was favourable and 

pleasant, and our reception at N ew York kind in the extreme. 

We landed at that city 00 the 15th of March, and our baggage 

and stores were instantly passed through the Custom-House 

without inspection. Cards of admission to the Public Scientific 

Institutions were forwarded to us the same evening, ,and, during 

our stay every other mark of attention was shown by the civil and 

naval authorities, as well as by private individuals, indiartiag 

the lively interest which they took in our enterprise. 

James Bochanan, Esq." the British Consul, in addition· to 
many other attentions, kindly undertook to accomDlllil_· . 

journey he had to make to Upper Canada, 80 ' as to-aooOmpon)" 

us through the State of New York. After, "atay ,"~t 

days in the city, for the purpose of obtaiaiDg ·,the. ~'''''u. 
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ebronoineters,and for making some otber observations witb 

Meyer's dipping needle, we embarked, under tbe Consul's 

guidance, in tbe steam-boat Olive Branch, and ascended the 

Hudson River, to Albany, where we el<perieDced similar civilities 

to those we had received •• t New York. Every body seemed to 

desire our success, and ott fervent prayer for our preservation 

and welfare was offered up hy the Reverend Dr. Christie, the 

minister of the church that we dttended. The Honourable De 

'Vitt Clinton, the G<>vernor o~ the State, assured me, that llad 

we not been accompanied by a gentleman so conversant in the 

different rouk'S and modes of travelling as Mr. Buchanan, he 

would have sent his son with us, or would himself have con

ducted us to the confines of the State. 

From Albany, we travelled through Utica, Rochester, and 

Geneva, to Leweston, in coaches, with more or less rapidity, 

according to the condition of the roads; and, crossing the river 

Niagara, entered Canada, nnd visited the Falls so justly cele

brated as the first in the world for grandeur. \Ve next crossed 

Lake Ontario in a sailing boat, and came to York, the capital 

of Upper Canada, where we were kindly received by the Lieu-
• 
~vemor Sir Peregrine Maitland, and by Colonel Cock-

hum and the Commissioners tben employed on an inquiry 

respecting tbe value of the Crown Lands. From York we passed 

• . ~ ll1aIw Simcoe, in carts and other conveyances, halting for 

a;..;pt.at:u.e.hotpitable boulJe of Mr. Robinson of Newmarket. 

W<&'!'JI': dJ:.ak.e .sm..- in call""" and boato, and landed near . . 
dl;i;i .. ".,.! .... rb.of X-peofeldt Bay, but not without being 
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obliged to break our way through the ice for a short distanre. 

Ajourney of ninc miles, performed on foot, brought us to tbe 

River Natt..'lwassaga, which we descended in a boat; and pass... 
ing through a part of Lake Huron, arrived at Penetanguishene. 

At this place, we were hospitably entertained by Lieutenant, 

now Captain Douglass, during eight ~ays that we waited for 

the arrival of our Canadian voyagers from }\iontreal. 

'Ve left Penctanguishene on'St .. George's day (23d April) in 

,the two large canoes, which had t!cn deposited at that place ill 

the preceding autumn, our party, by the accession of the voy

agers, now amounting to thirty-three; and after a few days, 

detention by ice, and bad wcather, we reached Sault de St. Marie 

on the I st of May, bei'"$ ten days or a fortnight earlier than 

the olUest resident remembered a canoe from Canada to have 

arrived. From the Sault de St. Marie, we coasted the northern 

shore of Lake Superior to Fort William, formerly the great depOt. 

of the N:W. Company, where we arrived on the 10th of May. 

We now exchanged our two r:anyts de mal~re for four small 

north canoes, in one of which, more lightly laden, Dr. Richard-

son and I embarked, with the vicw of proceeding 88 rapidly a8 

possible to arrange supplies of provision at the different".,sts, 

while Lieutenant nack was left to bring up the three remain

ing and more deeply laden canoes. 

'Ve proceeded by the route delineated in the m.p"·~ 

Rainy Lake, the Lake of the Woods, Lake Winipeg; 'attd~e. 

Saskaicbawan ~iver to Cumberland House,.where'1fIi ~'I'l\!l'liit· 

the 15th ot June, and learned that our bo.t"',iid~_".' 
'. ' .... ' 
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on the ~d of the same month. 'Ve found, also, with deep regret, 

that ':l'ho", .. Mathews, the principal carpenter, who. had aCCQm

. panied the boats frQm England, had had the misfQrtune to. break 

his leg the evening before their departure. nut, fortunately, an 

9fficer of the HudsQn's Bqy CQmpany then present, had sufficient 

skill to set it, and Dr. Richardson now pronounced that in two 

mQnths he WQuld be able to. CQme Qn in Qne Qf the CQmpany's 

canoes, and join us at the Door Lake, ,'t'hich he was very 

desirous of doing. I therefor~ made arrangements to this effect, 

and also conceming supplies fQr Mr. DrummQml the Assistant 

N atllralist, who was to he employed, during our stay in the 

~orth, in making collections in the vicinity of the Rocky 

Mountains. 

Having remained one night at ' Cumberland Jlouse, we 

resumed our voyage, and passing through Pine Island Lake, 

Deaver Lake, crossing the Frog l'lortage, and ascending the 

English River, with its dilatations, named ncar Island, Sandlly, 

s.erpent, Primeau, and Isle it la C~osse Lakes, we came to. the 

post situated on, and named from the latter sheet Qf water, 

at four P.M. on the 25th June. In the course of this voyage, 

we ,IIIet the Gentlemen oftha Hudson's nay CQmpany procee'ling 

{{\lm.the interior with various brigades of canoes, carrying the 

~nrns of trade "for the year to York Factory, and I had not 

;_f~~tisjloction of hearing frequent news of the progress of 

; l\lI1,l:l>.9II~ "b\\t ,that. the deposits of provisions I had requested, . , . 

,'-{~ .~ther ,'~lIIel1ts I had made, were all punctually 
- " . , " . 
~j;QejI;'!!C!;."c .Mr, Spencer. the gentleman in charge at 
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Isle a la Crosse, informed us, that the boats had gone off' a few 

hours previous to our arrival, with the addition of a batte8u 

laden with pemmican, under the charge of Mr. Fraser, a clerk 

of the Hudson's llay Company. 

I waited at this establishment one,night. to obtain .stronoe 

mical observations, and to bespeak ."" additional quantity of 

provisions, &C., which being satisfactorily done, we resumed our 

voyage on the 27th, and,- passing through Deep River, Clear 

and Buffulo Lakes, overtook the ~oats in Methye Ri,-er, at sun

rise on the 29th of June. 

II~ving brought this preliminary sketch up to the date at 

which the ensuing N arl'atlve of the proceedings of the Expc. 

dition commences, 1, turn to the pleasing duty of rendering . . 
my hest thanks to the many gentlemen who have assisted me 

in forwarding its progress. To the Right Honourable Earl 

Bathurst, I am greatly indebted lor the readiness with which 

be attended to every suggestion I had to make regarding the 

equipmeu~ of the },;xpcditioll, and to the Right Honourable 

'Vilmo! Horton, the Under Colonial Secretary; for his kindness 

and promptitude ill facilitating all my views. Nor can I feel 

less grateful to Lord Viscount Melville, and to the Lords (lom~ 

missioners of the Admiralty for their patronage 'and support, 38' 

well as to Sir Dyam Martin, the Comptroller, and to · ·tho . 

Commissioners of the Navy and Victualling Offices, fur .tM< 
;u-rallgements depending on their boards. Mr. Pelly, · th!I 

Governor of the Hudson'. llay Company, nnd Mr.· ~i 

the Deputy-Goiemor, as well as every Member ·o£ .it,.;~ 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. XX111 

mittee, claim my most sincere thanks for their unremitting 

endeavours to pr~mote the welfare of the Expedition through 

its whole progress; and I feel truly obliged to Mr. Simpson, 

the Governor in the Fur Countries; to Mr. M'Tavish, Mr. 

Haldane, Mr. M'Do!,ald, jVJ:r. Leith, Mr. Stuart, and Messrs. 

James .and George Keith# Chief Factors, who, acting in the 

spirit of their instructions, were very assiduous in collecting 

provisions and stores for the usc of my party, and in for

warding all our supplies. Thl~rc wer(~ other gcntlemcn resi~ 

dent in the more northern parts of the country, to whom I 

am no less obliged for advice and assistance; but the brevity 

requisite in this place necessarily compels me to !'Cief to tIle 

Narrative, where their names, and the ~rvice8 they rendered, 

are mentioned. 

I cannot, however, close this Introductory Chapter, without 

expressing the deepest obligation to those kind. friends and 

excellent officers with whom I had the happiness of being 

associated, who constantly aided me by their most .cordial 

~perati.on, and whose best efforts were devotedly appliL>d 

,to every pursuit which could be interesting to science. Nor 

can "[ OO1it to mention the gratitude I mve to each of the sea

meD, marines, British and Canadian voyagers who composed 

our party at the winter-quarters. for their stea<ly obedience. and 

trnlygOod conduct, whether in the days of relaxation during 

the :.wipter, or in the more arduous exertions of our summer 

occupations. 
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The Views with which the tnsuing Narrative IS illustrated, 

have been chosen from a large collection of drawings. made by 

Captain Back and Lieutenant Kendall. Of the interesting 

nature of the s('"cncs which have been selected, the reader will 

be the best judge ; but for their, fidel\ty, I pledge myself 

in the most unl'eserved manner. 
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V()Wll ilig-strcet, 31d Jan ., It!25. 

SIR, 

His Majesty's Government having decided that an 

Expedition should be set forth, for the purpose of exploring the 

Northern Coast of America, between the Mouth of Mackenzie's 

River, and the Strait of llehring; and cOllfiding in your zeal and . 
experience for the due execution of this service, I have rccom. 

mended you as a proper person to be charged with the same. 

You arc, therefore, to proceed with your party (a list of whom is 

annexed) by the Packet from Liverpool to New York, and from 

thence make the best of your way to Lake Huron, where the 

stores necessary for your journey have already been sent. 

Embarking in Canoes, you are from thence to follow the water 
, 

eotflmunieation to the western side of the Great Bear Lake, 

where you are to -establish your winter-quarters; and having so 

doqe, your first care should be to endeavour to open a friendly 

C\lII1munieation with the Esquimaux. 

_ Early in tbe Spring of 1826, you are to proceed down the 

..Jifack""lie-River with all the necessary stores and provisions. in 

~ be prepared to take advantage of the firSt opening of 
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the ice on the Polar Sea, so as to enable you to prosecute y()ltt 

voyage along the coast to Icy Cape, round which you are to 

proceed to Kotzebue's Inlet, where you may expect to find 
His Majesty's Ship, Blossom, which the Lords Commissione,.. 

of the Admiralty will order to proceed to that rendezvous, in 
I . 

the Summer of 1826. But if, on y<\.ur arrival at Icy Cape, O!' 

the northern point of Bchri.ng's Strait, you should be of opinion 

that you could, with saf(~ty~ return the same season to tb~ 

established winter-quarters, y6u arc at liberty to do so, , 
instead of proceeding to join the Blossom. You will, therefore, 

without loss of time. settle with Captain Deeehey, her com~ 

mander, such a plan as may appear to you, both, best adapted 

for ensuring your .mefting together, and establish a cOC;le of 
signals, or devise such' other means as may tend to give you 

information, if possible, previous to your reaching the longitude 

of Icy Cape. 

On your arrival at the mouth of Mackenzie River, you are to 

despatch Dr. Richardson with Mr. Kendall alld five or six men, 

in one of the boats, to examine the intermediate coas~between 

Ihe Mackenzie and Coppermine Rivers; but if you slIould 

find that the store'S and provisions you have been able t9 """"

mulate are not sufficient for your own and. Dr. Rich~,!:' 

party, you are, in that case, to direct Dr. ,Ri1:hardson to c;m_ 
himself and party on shore, in examining the countj'y,(!01lHg~ 
to the Mackenzie River, the Rocky Mo,\ntains •.. ,t\Illi ~pr 
the Great Bear Lake, the Copper MOll.nwns, ~,,,!.\;>I)u;~ 
as he can with safety,,(!OUecting 8pecimeD~q[,~~_ 
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and minerals, and also laying in a stock of provisions sufficient 

for both parties, if, by any unforeseen accident, you .should find 

your.e1( oompelled to return without reaching the Dlossom. 

If, in proceeding westerly towards Icy Cape, you should make 

but 010 .. progrees, ~nd fi~d yourself impeded by ice or land 

jutting out to the northw'Vd farther than is calculated upon, or 

from accidents to the boats, or any other unforeseen circum

stance, so that it remains doubtful whether you will be able to 

reach the neighbourhood of Kdtzebue's Inlet the same season, 

you are not to consider yourself authori:ted to risk yourself and 

party to the chance of being ohliged to winter on the coast, but 

commence your return ahout the 15th or 20th of August to 

the established winter"'!uarter. on Bcar Lake, unless you should • • 
be satisfied that yourself and party cou1d pass the winter with 

safety among the Esquimaux, and that there was afforded a 

certainty of your reaching Behring's Strait the following Season' 

when the Dlossom will agdin proceed to the appointed rende.· 

VOllS . 

. In the event of your reaching Kotzehue's Inlet the fi"sl 

season, Daptain Beechey will be instructed to convey you and 

yoftr party in the Blossom to the Sandwich Islands or Canton, 

as may seem most advisable to you, from whence you will be 

idj)j, to take a pissage to England in one of the Company's 

Sbipe'orPri""te Traders; and you will leave such instruCtion. 

~iilfDr; Rlehai'i18onJor his guidance, in the event ·of your being 

la 't,niooomplish this point, as you may deem fit and proper lOr 
'. ". . /. 

1I1il~'to England' 
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In the event of your death, or imy acci~t which may prevent 

your proceeding, the command of the Expedition mu,t neces

sarily devolve on Lieutenant Back, who is to follow these 

Instructions; but he is not to alter any arrangement with 

regard to Dr. Richardson's proceedings ,,:hich you may have 

settled for him to pursue, the principal object of Dr. Richard

son's accompanying you, be.illg that of completing, as far as can 

be done, our knowledge of , the Natural History of North 

America. Lieutenant Back wilt, therefore, in the event above. 

mentioned, act in concert with Dr. Richardson, but not direct 

him and his party from any plan of operations which he and you 

Illay previously have settled . 

. You will take ca~e t~ inform me from time to time, as oppor

tunities may occur, of your proccedings, and the progress made 

in the Expedition, with the direction of which you are hereby 

entrusted. 

To Captain Franltli1l, R .N., 
~{ .. etc. ~c. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

BATHURST 
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SECOND JOURNEY TO THE SHORES 

OP 

THE POLAR SEA. 

----

CHAPTER I. 

J oill the Boulfl ill the l\lelhye Hi\"l·r-{'ro.~s the I.ong P('r\[\gc-Arri~<nl at Fort Cllipewyan 

_Dl.'parture fr(!m tlll'llcC with tilt' whol e party for J\lll.c kcu~ie Ui\"cr-Arrangt'IlH'nb nt 

Fort Norrnlln-D<,sccnt to the Sca-HetunI\o Ihe Wi.ftcr Quarters nt GrUl lll'ar Lake. 

Tn}, boats of the Expedition had advanced from Hudson's nay 
into the interior, twelve hundred iuilcs. before they were joined 
by the officers; whilst the latter, fi'om taking a more circuitous 
route by N ew York and Canada, as shewn in the introductory 
chapter, travelled two thousand amI eight hundred miles, to 
reach tbe .same point, 

This junction took place early in the morning of the 29th of 
JURe. 1825. ill the Methye River. latitude 50" 10' N .• longitude 
108" 55' W .• which is almost at tbe head of the waters tbat lIow 
'from the north intO Hudsoll'. Day. 

In no part of the· journey was the presence of the officers more 
req~isi~e to animate and encourage the crews, because the river 
i~ beside being obstructed by three impasaable rapids. is 
' ii8ij&!ly 80, ,shallow. through its whole course of forty miles. as 

.. . "." ,.. <0 

acmi:eiy to admit of a lIat-bottomed bateau lloatina with half its 

15:25. 
~ 

Jun e 2~. 
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cargo, much less our boats, which drew, when loaded, . from 
eighteen to twenty inches. Tllis river and it.~ impediments being 
surmounted, the Melhyc rortage, ten miles and three quarters 
long, was at no great distance, which is always held up to the inex
perienced voyager as the most laborious part of the journey. 
I~ut whatever apprehensions the men ,might have entertained on 
this suhject, seemed to vanish on Ql,r landing amongst them; 
and Dr. llichaxdson and myself were ;cccived by all with ch~eT
ful, delighted countenances, and by none more warmly than 
Ly our cx(~ellcHt friend and Yonner interpreter A ug ustus the 
Esqllimaux, and OoligtnH:k, whom he had brought froIll Chul'chiH, 
as his companion. A bl'cakfilst. was quickly pl'cpan,">d by l\Ir. 
Fraser, a clerk of the Hudson's-llay Company, under whose 
charge the boats had been, sim!e their departure from Cumber
land House ; and I then in spectco the hoats and stores, which 
1 was rejoiced to :fhul . were in good order. 'Ve had brought 
letters from the relatives of several of' the party, and another 
}Jour n'as alJO\rcd to read them. 

At ten A.M. we began to ascend the stream, but very soon 
found t.hat it was necessary for the whole party to walk in the 
water, and drag the boats through the mud. Nor could we long 
advance even by this mode, but werc compelled either to carry 
some of the cargo along the shore, where walking was at all prac
ticable, or else to take half the lading in a boat to a part where 
the river was deeper, and then return for the remainder. From 
thus travelling the distance twice over, it was the fifth day be
fore we reached the lake from whence its waters flow. , 

On the evening of the 30th of June, we witnessed one of thOse 
violent but momentary gusts of wind which oeeurnot . 
in the spring and autumn, aDd which prove SO 

forel!ts in this c""ntry. It was preceded by caIrn aDd .. ",~oIj 
weather, with'loud thunder and vivid lightning: . _ . 
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the tents were overthrown, and even very large trees were bent 
. by its -force into a horizontal position; indeed, for a few seconds, 
the -scehe around 118 appeared one of almost entire devastation. 
When the violence of the squall was past, we had great reason 
to be pleased at its occurrence, for the strong steady breeze and 
,beavy rain that suoceedef, carried away the myriads of rons
quitoe. by whieb we had !leen tormented the whole day. 

Having crossed the Methye Lake,. we arrived at the portage of 
that name. IIere it was necessary to make an equal division of 
the cargoes, and to devise means for the conveyance of the boats. 
The packages amounted to OJle hunured and sixteen, weighing 
from seventy to ninety pounds each, exclusive of the three boats 
and the men's personal luggage ; and there were nineteeJ} men 
-of the boats' crews, two Canadians, and two boys, to carry these 
burdens. At first the packages were e<Lually distrilmted among 
this party; but several of the men, ,,,,no }~ad been reduced by 
their previous exertions, became lame: among these were-the 
Esquimaux, and we were, therefore, compelled to make other 
arrangements, and ultimately to employ the crew of my canoe, 
though the great fatigue they had suffered in our rapid journey 
from Penetanguishcnc, made me desjrous of spariug them for 
the present. 

The boats were the heaviest and most difficult articles to 
tf'lnsport. ODe of tJlC small boats was carried on the shoulders 
of eight men, of whom Mr. Fraser undertook to be one, as all 
_pie -to the rest. Another of the same size was dragged by 
oJ;4!,r "ight men; 'and the largest was conveyed on a truck made 
~~- the :'P"'1""'" on the spot, to which service the lame 'were 
attod>eci. , . 
~. : ~ , 
~,\~~~t. j~~aml also the intermediate stages, were 
~ :by the 'fiiaceo where water co~be procured, and 
~ ,- ~"",' -;, ,.'.. -, ' . 
...... ot'tra. ... eIlil.g was as follows :-Rising at three &.11, the . -,," . 

1825. 
June . -..-

Monday, 
.I uly 4. 
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men carried a I'<,rt of their burden to· the first stage, and cOh.; 
tinued to go backwards and forwards till the whole was ·deposited. 
They then slept for a few hours, and in the cool of the evening 
the boats were brought up. ny these means every thing was 
ready at the westcrn end of the portage carlyon Monday, the 
11th of July. The slight injuries wl' ich the boats had received, 
principally from exposure to the sud, were soon repaired; they 
were put into the water to , tightcn, and the whole party were 
allowed to rest. 

'Vith refercnce to the Mctllye l'ortage I may remark, that, 
except the sleep hill at its western extremity, the road is 
good and tolerably level, and it appeared to us that much 
fatigue and suffering migllt have becn spared by using trucks. 
Accordingly two were made by our carpenters at ]:' ort Chipewyan, 
in 1827, for the return of the Expedition, nnd they answered 
extremc1y well. I ·me~tion this circumstance, in the hope that 
some such cxpedient will be adopted by the Traders for the 
relief of their voyagers, who have twice in every year to pass 
over this ridge of hills. 

The annexed accurate drawing, taken by Lieutenant Back, 
from the highest part of this Portage, gives a ooautiful delinea
tion of one of the most picturesque scenes in the northern pa.rts
of America. 

neing now in a fair way to reach the Athahasca Lake, pro 
Richardson and I embarked, on the 12th, in the canoe, to proceed 
to Fort Chipewyan, for the purpose of preparing the gentlemen 
in charge for the reception of the party. 

Dy noon we got over the foUr Portages on Clear-Water rl\18l'. 
and descended, with some trouble, the series ·()f rapidstbat,CollDJl! 
them. 'Once below these, the passage to· the lakecji'~ 
considered as free from fatigue; bu t we did not ··andHtle,:iIiwJ 
oWing to thi! ~halldwness oHhe 'water, themein 'had. W~'j)ut 
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and dmgthe canoe in several plHccs. The difference between 
tbe -depthafwater now and in atber years at tbe same period, 
_attributed to the snow baving fallen in tbe preceding autumn 
before the frost was sufficiently intense to harden the !!"llund, 
and, consequently, much of the moisture had penetrated the 
eartll, which, under other circumstances, would have remained in 
afrozen stnte, for the supplJr of the river at the spring thaw. 

In the course of the night we were ,under some alarm for one 
of our men, who having incautiouslY lain down to sleep under a 
wet sail, while the rain was pouring heavily, was seized with a 
cramp in the stomach, and violent pain in the head. l-1aving 
been brought into the tent 3mI covered with blankets, he became 
better before morning, but not sufficiently strong to allow of our 
setting off at the usual hour. We entcrc"<l the Elk, or Athabasca 
River, at three P.M., on the 13th, and were carried swift1y down 
by its cnrrent to the IIudson-Bay Company's·post named Berens 
House, where we stayed the night. l-Icl'C we received a supply 
of dried meat. 

,V c safely arrived in the Athabasca Lake on the 15th, hy the 
channel of the "Riviere des Eaux rcmuces ;" hut in the subse
quent traverse between Bustard Island and Fort Chipewyan the 
canoe was in danger of foundering in a sudden gale. Two 
large wates broke with full force into it, and ohliged us to 
bear away and steer for the nearest shore; but the men having 

• 
8OOIll"Cited, aod being now sheltered qy islands, we pushed on to 
FortQhipcwyan. - Our arrival there caused great surprise to its 
inll\'tes, when they learned that we had corne from England to 
~adV8lloed post so early in the season, being only two Uays 
-latei-ithan-tb<itime at which Dr. Ricllardson and 1Ilr. Hood had 
~4n-1811.l. though they had passed the winter at Cum .. 
In l-.d)Hbu;;r, 

TIftt.':fi\:olre8 lit, Fort-Chipewyan being well furnislled with warm 

1825. 
July. 

-----

W{'dn{'sriIlY. 
13th. 

Friday. 
I ;'th. 
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clothing. and other articles, which we required fur the use-ot' the 
men and Indians at winter-quarters, I availed myaelf of the per. 
mission which the chief factor of this department, Mr. James 
Keitlo; had given me to complete our stock of cloth. b1anliet .. 
nets, and twine, to a quantity sufficient for two years' COD

sumption. A supply of twine wasil indispensable, because, by a 
letter from Mr. Dease. I had learneG; that the meshes of the nets 
made in England, of the size generally required for fishing 
tlu'oughout thiR country, weJ,'c too large for the smaller fish that 
frequent that part of Bear Lake where our house was to be con
strucled. Mr. Campbell, the clel'k in charge, cheerfully gave me 
the benefit of his experience in making out lists of SUell things 
as we were likely to want, and in assorting and packing them. 

The boats r~joincd 011 the 18th, and the crews were 
allowed the following day to recruit themselves. A party of 
Indians came very' OPlwrtunely with fresh meat, which is always 
an agreeable change to the voyager, who has generally to live 
on dried pJ'Ovision. The Indians, as well as the women and 
children of the fort, spent the greater part of the day by the 
side of our boats, admiring their whole equipment, but more 
especially the gay figures painted on them. Many of these 
were different from any animals or representations they had 
seen, and, judging from the bursts of laughter, sonie curious 
remarks were made on them. 

It being necessary that I should await the arrival of Lieu
tenant Back's Canoes, Dr. Richardson undertook to proceed. 
with the boats toward. Slave Lake. Th~ir lading Wlll"l • ., .... 

increased by the bales already mentioned, as well as by ..,. 
bags of pemmican. which Mr. Keith had Btored up f .... .oor ..... 
The crews, however, were reduced by the diJehaieoll.ree 
Englisbmen. at their own desire, who thought .... ~j,.._ 
equal to the fatigue of the .ervice. 



OF THE POLAR SEA . 

. I had the happiness, on the 23rd, of welcoming my friends, 
Lieutenant Back and Mr. Kendall, on their arrival 
canoes. Their journey from Fort William had 
tious, notwithstanding the detention of eighteen days, 
weather, on the road. A seriowi misfortune had happen. 
the very outaet of the journfY' through the llnskilfulness of '. 
of the bowmen, in allowin~ his canoe to tum round and get 
before the current, while attempting to ascend tbe Barrier 
Rapid. by which it was driven against a stone with such force, 

• as to be Qverset and broken. The stores were fortunately saved, 
though completely drenched; hut many of tbe delicate atma
spherical instrument.s were broken. l\fr. Kendall was de
sp-,tcbed to Fort Wmiam for another canoe wltile the things 
were drying. 

On a subsequent occasion, in the 'Vinipcg River, the same 
man placed his canoe in such a situatidh, as to endanger its 
being burried down. a steep fall, and bad it not been for tbe 
coolness of a man, named Lavalle, who jumped into the water 
and beld the canoe, while the rest of its crew arranged them
selves iO as to drag it into a place of safety, every life must have 

.been sacrificed. The success, indeed the safety, of tbis kind of 
river navigation, among currents and rapids, depend on the skill 
of the bowman; and after these proofs of his incapacity, Lieute
nant Back very properly engaged a substitute at tbe first fort 
to whicll he came. 
, ..At another time, in the Sturgeon-weir River, the canoe in 
w~ .Mr • . KendsK was embarked, having been accidentally 
driv~ before the current, sbe was only saved from destruction 

, '. . 
by'lii&<>WD ,poweri'td exertion and activity. 
~d~ ai)oa ,detaila will convey an idea of tbe anxiety and 
~, tIaese. ofticers .experienced in their jonrney to Chipewyan:. 

T.he ~y.8I!'l the etores having DOW passed the more difficult 

I~S • 
. July. --Saturday, 

Z3rd. 
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part of the road, I discharged a. many ·of .the · CanadiaJi. as 
could be spared, and furnished them with a canoe to -take theIh 
home .• ""some went to Montreal; and they were thefust ·pet
sona~ho had ever gOlle from that place to ChipewyaB, ami 
l~med in the same season. : . . ~ 

The greater part of the 25th .,.as employed in obtaining 
astronomical observations, the res~tts of which, we were de· 
lighted to find, placed Fort Chipewyan within "few 8econd& af 
longitude of the position ' in which it had been laid down on 
the former Expedition. Our present azimuth comp<'lsses showed 
an inl:rease in varintion, since 1820, of 2" 16' E. The dip was 
observed 81° 26' 47". 

Fort Chipewyan was this summer visited, for the first time, 
by a large flight of swallows, resembling the house·martins of 
England, They came in a body on the 25th of June, and 
immediately begar. t<'.\ construct their earthy nests under the 
ledge of the south-front of the house. Some barn or forked-tail 
swallows also arrived on the 15th of .Tune, and took possession 
of the store-houses and garrets, as they had in former years 
done. Some of the young of the last-mentioned birds were 
sporting on the tops of the houses as early as the 17th of July. 

At sunset we embarked in four canoes, one having been pro .. 
cured here. The descent to Slave Lake occupi~d four' days, and 
was unattended with any circurnstaI1Ce deserving mention, ex
cept that two of tl,e canoes were broken in consequence of tile 
guide mistaking the proper channel in a rapid; fortunately. 
these bark vessels are soon repaired, and WI> had only 'to reg.iet 
the delay the accident occasioned. . 

We baited at the Salt River to take in salt, .. we fuundl'~ 
.. note left here, Dr. Richardson. had done. ' The(' geeile i~ 
moulti.g at this time, and unable-to/ly, ' theyalbRleihH'~ 

. sport in their'. chace. and an excellent >&upper fleryi~t. 
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A ,body of Indians were waiting ncar the entrance of the 
Iaktt to welcome our arrival; they were so numerous, that we 
were,forced to omit our general custom of giving a small pre
sent to each native, and thus incurred the charge of stinginess, 
which the loud vociferations they raised on our setting sail, 
were probably meant to cOllvey. 

At six, on the evening <i the 29th, we reached Fort Reso
lution, ,the only establishment now at Slave Lake, and we 
felt happy in being once more unller the roof of our hos
pitable friend, Mr. Rohert M,Vicar, to whom I am much 
indebted for the excellent order in which he had brought 
up our supplies from Canada in the preceding year. Dr. 
Richardson, after a halt of two days, had gone forward with 
the boats. 

All the portages on the road to Bear Lake being now passed, 
the Canadians made a request, that we would allow them to 
commemorate the event by a dance. It met with a ready com
pliance; and though they had been paddling for thirty.six out 
of the thirty-nine preceding hours, they kept up their favourite 
amusement until daylight, to the music of bagpipes, relieved 
occasionally by the Jews' harp. 

'Ve rejoiced to find at this post our worthy old Copper-Indian 
friends, Keskarrah and Humpy, the brother of Akaitcho, who 
had been waiting two months for the express purpose of seeing 
tis: These exoollent men showed that their gratification 
equalled ours, by repeatedly seizing our hands anu pressing 
th~ against thei£ hearts, and exclaiming, "IIow much we 
regret that we cannot tell what we feel for you here!" Akaitcho 
lJa9.,lel\ 'the ,fort , a\)qut t,,·o months on a hunting excursion, 
~~ to, re\1Im, with plellty of provision for our use, by the 
~.~ .. August, JI,liiclo ,WIlB as early as he thought we should 
. iIni-. ,·J!:ilIbrraIJ ,confirmed the . melancholy report we had 

c 

FrinllY, 
29th: 



i82!t . 
.Jut,.. -.....-

10 SECOND JOURNEY TO THE- SHORES 

bean! in the more southern districts, that m<l!lt .of ti>e hlUll:ers 
who had been in our servioe at Fort Enterprise, had beeA. 
treacherously murdered, with many others of the .tribe, by ,tiIe 
Dog-ribs, with which nation we also learned the Coppe<-lJIdian .. 
had been at war, since the year of our departure from them, till 
the last spring, The peace had heel? effected through ·the me,. 
diation of :t\Iessrs. Dease aQ,d 11'Vic~r, and we were gratified to 
find that Akaitcho and his tribe had IiL'en principally induced t() 
make this reconciliation, by' a desire that no impediment might 
be placed in the way of our present expedition. ",\re have toG 

much C'f'I.toorn," said Aknitcho, "for our fhther, and for the SeI'vict: 
in whi,~h he is about to be again engageu, to impede its success 
by our wars, and, therefore, they shall cease;" and all being 
asked by l\1r. Dease whether he cmd SOUle of his young men 
would go to hunt for the party at our winter quarters, he replied, 
" Our hearts will be wi'"h them, but we will not go to those parts 
where the bones of our murdered brethren lie, for fear our bad 
passions should be arouseu at the sight of their grayes, and that 
we should be tempted to renew the war by the recollection of 
the manner of their death, Let the Dog-ribs who live ill the 
neighbourhood of near Lake furnish them with meat, though 
they are our enemies." Such sentiments would do honour to 
any state of civilization, and sho .. that the most refined feelings 
may animate the most untutored people. Happily we were now 
so circumstanced as to be able to reward the friendship of th~~ 
good men hy allotting from our stores a liberal present to \he 
principal persons. On the delivery of the a~ticles to Ke~* 
and Humpy, I desired them to eommWlicate ·to AkaitehlJ,.and 
the whole tribe, the necessity of their strictly adheriD& to'~ 
tennB of peaeo,and assured them that I should nQt fa,i,J, to ~ 
the same obligations 011 the Dog-ribs. A .silvel r~~~_ 
al is giveR to the Indian chief" in Upper C~:JQI!i li.ltW:~ 
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~ wido Mr. ' M'Vl<!II1", 'ro be presented to Akaitcho, as a further 
mark of our regard for his former servioes and prelWJlt good 
,Wishes. 

Thepany was detaiDed at Fort Resolution until this morning 
'by a ,~troDg south-west gale; and even when we embarked, the 
wind -and waves were stilh high, hut time was too precious to 
"110,,, of our Wlriting whal there was a prospect of making 
3nyadvance. As our future course inclined to the westward, 
we no" quitted the track of the former journey to Fort Enter-
prisc, along whieh we had been travelling from Lake Winipeg. 
''Ve first 'steered for the Buffalo Hiver, and then along the south 
shore of Slave Lake, obtained the latitude 61° l' N. at noon, a.nd 
afterwards the longitude 1140 lSi ' ''V. at the Isle of the Dead. 
The islands and shores of this part of the lake arc composed of 
horizontal beds of limestone, containing pitch and shells. 

A small party of Chipcwyan Illdjans, 'l"rth ~hcir principal chief, 
joined. us at the encampment, from whom we learned that they 
had supplied Dr. Richardson with dried meat the preceding 
noon, at Hay R.iver. The ehicf was ycry importunate for rum, 
but I steadily adhered to the determination I had formed this 
time. on my entering the Fur Country, of not giving spirits to 
:my Indian. A share of our supper and tea, and some tobacco, 
were offered to him, and accepted, though \'rith a bad grace. 
~The Fur Company ceased the following season to bring any 
,rum to this quarter, and I learned that this man was one of 
the fe .. natives who were highly displeased at this judicio"" 
dlange. 

I ... 
July. ----

5l1mby. 
Si st. 

,'·Wecouted this day along the low shore of the lake, steering Mond.y. 

'lhtm ,peint to point to avoid tbe sinuosities of se\'eral deep August 1st. 

'..,.." ".-.1 ' I*oed the mouth of the Sandy and Hay Rivers. 
irltt~t -pMitius·we'fOetUed by ... tronornical ObservatiOil" The 
I'efuko of tbeoe, and the subsequent observations, appear in " 
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table in the Appendix, and, therefore, will nc>!. bei_loiId, 
except at particular points. 

On the 21ld we came to the narrow part bet .. een the llig Ialancl 
of Mackenzie, and the main shore, and perceived that a gentle 
current was setting towards the Mackenzie River. The water 
in this strait is very shallow, and a!.so in many places near the 
south shore, though we know, from ~rial, ~n the former E"pedi. 
tioll, that the depth of the east end of the lake, at a distanee 

.from t.he land, exceeds siXty and seventy fathoms. The beach, 
both of the north and south shores of the stmit, is strewed with 
drift timber. In clear weather the north shore is visible from the 
pojnt of the south shore Ilcarest }jig Island. 

Below this detroit the shores recede so as to form a small 
shallow lake, about twenty-four miles long, by from four to twelve 
miles broad, near the north. west end of which we encamped, in 
latitude 61° 15' N" longitudc 117" 6' W. This spot may be 
considered as the commencement of Mackenzie River. The 
ground is vcry swampy, anel ilourishcs willows only j but inland, 
at a 8110rt distance from the bead), grow plenty of the spruce.fir, 
poplar, aspen, and birch trees; and among the underwood, 
numerous f'hrubs and berry-bearing plants. 

On the 3rd we travelled to another contraction of the 
river about onc mile broad, through which the Cllr-rent sets 
between high banks with such force as to form strong eddies. 
There arc likewise in this part many sandy islands, and through 
the channels between them the current rushed with no less 
rapidity thall in that we descended. }'or. distinction's sake, 
these islands have beell named the "Isles of the Rapid:" below . 
them occurs another expansion, which is called by tbo'voyllglirs 
" The Little Lake;" and Sandy Point, at its Dorthwest ,eo,<I. ' 
i. considered by them as the commeDeemeDt of. the ;Mjjek~, 

.River. 
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;Wban ,abreast ,of' this point, a favouring breeze enabled us to 
"'"' the sail as well as the paddles, and with the assistance of the 
current great progress was made. We had occasional glimpses 
of the Hom and Rein-Deer Mountains as we passed along; but, 
until we were some 80)Ee way below the rapids, our view was 
very limited, owing to the woods being on fire in almost every 
direction. This I sbo;Ud bah mentioned to have been the case 
in 'many parts between Isle i. la Crosse and the Mackenzie. The 
cause of' these extensive conflagations I could not learn; some 
attributed them to voluntary acts o'f the Indians, and others to 
their negligence in leaving their fires burning. 

'Ve put up at sunset on a beach of gravel under a well-wooded 
.bank of moderate height, and the party regaled themselves with 
raspberries and other indigenous fruits. 

At half past two A.M" on the 4th, the canoes were again on the 
water, and being driven by sail and curt~~n" made good way. 
We stoppecl at the Trout River, which flows in from the south
ward, and ascertained its longitude j I go 47' W. The breadth of 
the Mackenzie is here about two miles, and its banks are com
posed of a muddy clay: the stones on the beach mostly lime
stone, with somc boulders of primitive rocks. The trees arc of' 
the kinds ,we had seen north of the Athabasea Lake: they arc 
here of a' smaller size. Five miles below this part, the lIfoe
kenzie is divided into several channels by islands, and the cur~ 
rent runs with increased swiftness, and strong eddies. 

The latitude 6 e 26' 30" N. was obtained at noon; it was the 
same as on the prc@edirig day; so that our course, in the interval, 
had: been· due west. 

-The1oanks now·were higher, and for the next forty miles the 
breadth ofthe .tream did not exceed one mile, nor was less than 
lIIiIf,.;mile ; . its course inclined more to the north. We passed 

Iflll5. 
August. ---

Thursday. 
4th. 
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the site of the first establishment that the N ort11-West Cornpoiny 
had made in these parts, which was erected by Mr. Livingotone; 
one of the partners, who, with the whole of the crew of ' 1M 
canoe, except one individual, were massacred by the Esqrii ... 
maux on the first attempt to open a trade with them. 

At three P . M. a picturesque vieW! opened upon us of a distant 
rango of mountains running cast d..>d west, and nearly at right 
angles to the course of the river. The current being considerably 
increased by the contrihutio.n of some streams near this place, 
we descended very swiftly. Six miles below Pine Island, there 
is a strong "hut not a dangerous rapid; nnd about fifteen miles 
farther is Fort Simpson, the principal depot of the Hudson.Bay 
Company fo~ this department, at which we arrived by eight P.M .. , 

amI thus escaped a very wet, comfortless night. Dr. Richardson 
had departed for J'ort Norman the preceding day. 

This establishment, three hundred and thirty.eight miles from 
Fort Uesolution on Slave I,akc, is situated at the confluence of 
the River of the Mountains and the Mackenzie. The former 
is the channel of communication with a fur post not fhr distant 
from the !tocky Mountain Uange, from ',,"'hence the residents here 
llrocure much of their provision, including a tolerable supply 
of potatoes, which have been recently introdnccc1. from the 
southern parts. Mr, Smith, the chief factor of the distriet, 
was fortunat ely at Fort Simpson. so that I had the opportunity 
of arranging with hfm as to supplies of provision or stores 
that my party might require during its residence at Bear Lake. 
Re cheerfully aececled to every suggestion that was llIade, 
and likewise furnished me with a letter of instruction to : the 
IlaUlC effect, addressed to the gentlemen in charge of the'lower 
posts. 

I learned from Mr. Smith that, as yet, a few only of tbe J.dWts 
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who live ·nearest the mouth of the river, and none of the Esqui .. 
maux, had been apprized of our intended visit, tIle tra.ders 
at the lower posts having considered that it would k !Jeller 
to defer this communication until we should arrive in the river, 
for fear of disappointing these people, which might have been 
attended with unpleasant results . 

• 
There were t\VO Ca'nadiat}s here belonging to the EXPL"dition, 

whom Mr. Dease had sent to serve as guides to l3car Lake. l3y 
letters which they brought. I was informed that Indian hunters 
were engaged, amI the necessary buildings in course of prepara
tion for our reception. As rort Simpson had been short of 
ammunition during the summer from some accidental cnuse. I 
was glad to find that ~Ir. Dease had. been cHahlcu to lend from 
our stores a barrel of pmnlcr. and a bag of balls, and I now 
jncrea~cd the loall, so as to meet the prubable demands of the 
Indians, until the Company's supplie:s sh.oulu arrive, when they 
would rdurll to }'ort Norman the whole of whut " 'e had lent. 
Cloudy weather limited our astrollomical observations at this 
l)lacc tq the dip of the needle. which was observed 81 0 54'. 

'Ve quitted the fort on the 5th, soon aftcr noon, whence the 
rivcr preserving nearly a straight course lor fiftt.!cn miles, gl'a .. 
tlually extends itself t.o nearly two miles ill breadth: in ils chan. 
nel thcr.C,. .arc three islaIllls. At two l'.M. we obtained the first 
glimpse pf the Uocky ]\iountain.s, and kept them ill vic\v until 
we encamped, which was early, as the canoes requircd gumming. 
The outline of the mountains was vcry peaked, and at tlH..:ir 
.easternmost part.was n cone-shaped hill, higher than the 1'<.'st, 
whose summit was veiled by clouds. The general appearance 
Of the' range somewhat reminded me of the cast cud' of 
Jamaica. 

The.morning of the 6th was beautifully fine: we embarked ~t 
2~O' A.M., 'and by BeVen came within .ix or seven miles of thE 
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. . 
mountain range, where the river suddenly clIanges its course from 
W.b.N. to north, in longittlde 123° 31' W .. 

A distinct stratification was perceptible on the face of the 
nearest mountain: on one ide of a 11early perpendicular ravine 
the strata. dip to the southward at an angle of 25° ; whilst on the 
other they are nearly horizontal. There was a large .accumli .. • lation of debris at its ba e: 'every part of the hill was destitute 
C?f vegetation. Its altitude was guessed at one thousand two 
hundred feet. 
o At noon, in latitude 62° 49~ N., we saw a chain of mountains, 
'on the eastern side of the l'iver, imilar in their outline .and 
g ncral character to those hitherto seen only on the opposite 
bank. ' Between these l'anges the river flowed in a channel two 

'miles broad; but as we advanced we receded from thos,e on 
the western side, their direction being W.N.W.. In the brilli. 
ancy of the sunshine, tPe surfaces of some of the ea tern hills, 
which were entirely bare, appeared white as marble, and for some 
time. we fancied them to be covered with sIiow. By four P.l\{ 

we reached the Rocky Island mentioned by Mackenzie, where, 
-from the river being contracted, the current flowed wi,th great 
rapidity, and soon brought us opposite to the remarkable hill 
clo e by the river side, which that persevering traveller ascended 
in July, 1789. His account, and the annexed detail IJ.: engra
ving, from an accurate drawing by Mr. Kendall, render ~ descrip
tion of it unneces ary. It is composed of limestone, and is about 
four hundred feet high. , 
. We continued a N.b.W. course for eight miles, and encamped 
at' sunset, having travelled this day one hundred and twenty 

.. J 

miles. A small supply of fresh d er's meat was obtained from. 
some Dog-Rib Indians. Their canoes were made of the bark of 
~e pine-tree, sewn at the ends and top with the fibrous parts of 

• ~ ..Jthe' root of that tree, leaving only a space sufficient for the r~ ... 
of the sitter. 
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",Ve pursued QUI' course at dawn of day, :lml :1t the clId of a. 
few miles came to a more winding part of the J'ivcr, :where the 
stream is interrnpted by numerous sand hanks and $hoal:-;, which 
we had some trouble to get round. Mr. Kenuall , in his Jonrnal, 
remarks of this part, H That bnbLlcs of air continnally rose to 
the surface with a hissing Jl(Joise H'scmbling the effervescence pro~ 
duccd by pouring watcr on quick lime." 

" TC arrived at }.'ort N~rlllall at ten, A.M., distant two hun
drcd and thirty-six milcs from Fort Simpson, amI fivc humlrcd 
and seventy-four from 1;'ort llcsoh;tion. 

Being now only foul' days' jOllrney li'olll neal'I.ake, and there 
]'cmaining yet five or six \reeks of' open f;ca SOll , I resol\'ed on 
j{)lIowiJl~ up' a .plan of a \'oyagc to the sea, which I hau che
]'ishcd cver since leaving ElIglallll, without imparting it t.o my . 
cOlllpanion:-:o, until onr lleparturc from Fort. Chipcwyall, uecause 
I waS apprehensi\'e that some nnfin'l'sccli ;)(Tidcflt might occur 
in t]IC eour:'ie of t.hc icry int.ricate am! oOlngCl'OllS river naviga
tion between Fort '\Vi11iam and the Athaba!=lca Lake, wl1ich 
might ucla)' our arrival here t.o too late a period of the year. 
Jt W<lS arrallgetl, jl1'St, that I should go down to the sea, ac
(;Olllpalli~a hy 1\fr. }\cntlal1, and collect whatever information 
coulll be ohtaineo, cither from aetual obsC'r\'ation , or from the 
intclligCliCP. of thc I~ouchcux Indians, or thc }:sllllilll<lHX, re
specting the general state of' the iec in t.he summer and autumn; 
tlu; direction of the coast, CIlSt. [lml west of thc }Uackenzie; amI 
whct.her 'we migllt calculate upon any supply of provision. 

·Secondl.y, Dr. ]~i('hflruson, on his own suggestion, was to pl'O

ceeil ill a hoat along thc northern shorc of Bear Lake, to the 
purt where it approached nearest to thc Coppcrminc niver, 
and there fix UpvJ1 a spot to which lie might hring thc ]larty. 
the following year, on its return from the mout.h of that river. 
And,1 thirdly, that these undertakings might "not interfere 
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with t.he important operations necessary for the comfortable 
residence and ~ llbs i stcnce of the Expedition during the fol
lowing winter, Lieutenant IJack was to superintend them dur
ing my absence, with t}I C :uisistancc of 1\1r. Dease, chief trader 
of the Hudson ]jay Company, whose su~gestions, relative to 
the proper distri\..mtion of' the llllEan hunters, am} the station 
of the nSIWl'lll l' lI, he was to follow. A ('cordin~ly, Dr. Ilichardson, 
on his quitting t.his place two days previous to our alTh'al, 
had left the largest of the boat.s, the I,ion, fe)r my usc, amI 

" , 
a well-selected crew of six EnglishmcH. and A ugustus the 
Esquimaux. 

J , ie!th~fw.llt ]Jack W3S dirc(;L.cd to take the calloes forward to 
Dcar I.akc. laucn with sudl supplies as would he required for 
the winter, and was further instructed to furni sh Dr. ]~i chardson 
,\'ith onc of the boats, alHl a good crew. The services of the 
Canadians who had· hl:otlp;ht the Ci.\Hoes fL'OIl1 PCHcta.nguishcne, 
heillg JlO longer rec]llired. I uesirecl I.i('utcnant Dack to dis
charge them, alill abo all the voyagers of 1\Ir. Dease's party who 
could be sparc{l. They were sent in canoes to Slave Lake, 
where 1 had arranged witTl AIr. l\,['Viear for their heing sUPlllicd 
with the lllCall S of gaining: :musi:-;t..cnce by :fishing, during the 
win ter; and the iullcn\'ing spring, they \\"ere to be forwarded to 
OlIIada, at the expellse of Government, aceordiug to the terms 
of their agl"(~ement.. 

}'ort Norman oeillg situated in our way to the sea, the pem .. 
mican and other storeR, intended for the voyage along the coast 
next BeaSOll, were deposited here, by pcrmisGion of 1\1r. Smith, 
under the care of 1\l[r. lJrisiJois, the clerk in charge. Our "ob
servations place this establishment in latitude 640 40' 30" N 

. and longitude 1240 53' 22" \V, 
The above matters being satisfacto.rily settled, and a few 

articles pack~d up as presents to the Indian. and Esquin.aux, 
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Mr. Kendall and I embarked on the 8th, at noon, taking, in 
ruldition to our crew, a voyager, who wa~ l'cporteti to 1)(> ahle to 
guide us through the proper ehannels to Fort Good J..Jope, of 
which, however, we found him altogether ignorant. \\~ C were 
accompanied by l,ieutcnant Back, with the tllrce canoes. each 
manned by five men. The crcws of tIle CUlJOt'S imCl:"'rllling they 
could easily pass onr ]~ngEsh boat, were mudl snrprised, on 
putting it to the proof, to find the boat take and maintain 
the lead, both under sail and with onrs . 

• 
A few miles nhove the 13ear I,ake Hiver, and neal" it.s mouth, 

the hanks of the Mackenzie cOlltain llHl<:h wood coal, ,,"hieh was 
on fire at the time we rassell, <lS it had been observed to be by 
l\fackenzie in his voyage to the sea. Its slUell was very dis.
agreeahle. On a subsequent trial of this coal at onf winter 
ql1<lrter~, we found that it emitted little heat, and was uufit 
:for the blacksmith's usc. The hanks l~kc\'l'ise cont<lia layers 
of a kind of nnctuons mud, similar, perhaps. to that 1iJl1nd 
on the borders of the 'Orinoco, which t.he I ndians, in this Heigh

·bom·hood, use occasionally il.!"; H)od during seaSons of fiunine, 
and evell, at othcr times, chc,,," as all aIllUSClllcnt. It has a 
milky taste, and thc flavour is 1I0t Jisagrccahlc. " ,. e used it for 
whitening the walls of our dwellings; for which purpose it is 
well.adapted. 

The entrance of the l~ear Lake HiYer is distinguished hy a 
very remal'kahle mountain~ whose l'imnmit di.o;plays a yariety of 
insulated peaks, cr:owded in t.he most ilTcgular manlIel". Jt is 
composed of limestone; and from t.he lower cliffs, which ii'ont 
the ' river, a dark, bituminous liquid oozes and discolours the 
rOCk. There are likewise two streams of sulphureous water 
that flow from it. base into the Mackenzie. At this place we 
parted from our friend, Lieutenant Baek, who entered the clear 
aod.beautif"l.tream that /lows from Bear Lake. of whose ·nure 
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waters we had nlso the benefit, till they were overp<>wered by 
tIle muddy current of the ~fackenzie. The day was fine, the 
wind fitir, the current swift, and every circumstance concurred 
to put the party in high glee. There was little in the scenery 
to attract our attention, now that we had become fi.lmiliar with 
the general appearance of the 11ackenzie, and we passed itJand 
uftcr island, of the same alluvial mud, without further regard 
than the delineation of' them in the survey book. At length, 
howe"cr, a most picturesque "jew of' the rocky mountain range , 
opened before us, and excited general admiration, and we had 
also some pol'tions of the mountain range on the eastern side of 
the river, in view for the remainder of the day's journey. The 
outline of these mOllntains is very irregular, the highest parts 
being peakeu llills. The general Jirection of the ranges is 
between N.\\T. allll N.W.h.'''. 

Being unwilling -- to .lose the advantage of the wino, we only 
put ashol'e to sup, and after two hours' d.elay, resumeu our 
voyage unuer easy sail. " rhen the sun rose, the oars were 
used j and tIlell, as the current set at the rate of two miles and 
a. half per hour, the boat travelled 'swiftly down the stream. 
The eastern Lnnk of the river, along which we were passing, is 
anout one hundred and twenty feet high, alrn(J~t pel'pcnuicular, 
and is composed of thin strata of bituminolls shale. . Alllongst 
the fragments of shale which strewed the beach, we found many 
pieces of brown wood-coal. A reach, eighteen miles in length, 
followed. It i;bounded on both sides by high cliff. of sand
stone. 'Ve landed to breakfast, and to outain the longitude, 
1280 23' W. 

From the reach here described, are seen two hills, named by 
me the East and ' '''cst Mountains of the rapid, which seem ·to 
present a barrier to the further progress of the.tream; ·but .~ 

river, bending suddenly between them to the notth. dilJ>te$ ,il\tp 
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a kind ·ofbssin, and, by 00 doing, opens by fur the most interest
ing view ·of the Rocky Mountains which the l\fackcnzie affords. 
The river9 too, makes its nearest approach to those mountains 
at this spot, and, probably, the easiest communication ,,,ith 
them would be by ascending a small stream that flows in here 
on the western side. IIere too arc found the first rapids men
tioned hy Mackenzie, whi<;h continue in succession for two 
miles, when the water is 1o,\". The centre of the basin is occu
pied by low sandy islands; and the channel on the western side 
is the deepest. The beauty of this s(.'Cne furnished employment 
for the able pencil of Lieutenant Back, on a subsequent occasion. 
As the Mackenzie, in its further descent, continues to hold a 
northerly course, and the range of mountains runs N.',Y.u.N., 
we did not obtain any other "iew of them till we approached. 
the sea. 

At one P.". we saw a party of Indians el~mped on the beach 
of a small stream, whom we invited to come off to us. They 
hesitated at first, being doubtful who we were, from our boat 
being different in shape from any they had seen, and carrying 
two sails;. but after some time they launched their canoes, and 
brought us a good supply of fresh decr's meat. Thc sight ofoul' 
boats seemed to delight them as much as the ammunition amI 
tobacco which they received. These wcrc I-Ial'e Indians, the 
tribe that follows next to the Dog-Ribs, in the line of ('ountry 
belo'. Bear Lake; and, like them, they speak a dialect of the 
Chipewyan language. 'Ve admired the shape and appearance of 
their can<>es, which .were larger than those used by the Chipe
wyans, and had the fore part covered with liark, to fit them for. 
the'navigation of this brood river, where the waves are often high. 

The river' v&ri.ed~from two to four miles .in breadth. antI. its 
ooune ·wasinterrupted·.by several small islauds and sand.banks. 
At 'six·p,iI; we -came ·to an opeD space,· bounded bv lofty walls of 
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