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delayed to seek relief till too late, and by apprehension <If the 
anger of.her husband, who was doatingly attached to the child. 
The Indians evinced their participation in her affliction by si~ 
lence, and a strong expression of pity in their countenances. At 
the dawn of day the poor <!rcature, though almost exhausted by 
her ceaseless lamentation, carried the bouy across the lake for 
interment. 

The 20th being a very stormy day, we were surprised at the 
arrival of two voyagers fi'om l"ort Good Hope, bearers of letters 
from l\fr. C. Dease, conveying the grati(ring intelligence that 
the Louchcux had Recn the E squimaux sinec the autumn, 
and that the latter had f(mnd the pre:o;cntR which had been 
left at their huts, and would be delighted to welcome the 
return of the white people to the .ER(luimaux lands next 
Rpnng. 

Our constant occupations had made the time pas~ ~o swiftly, 
that the shortest day caine almost unexpectedly upon us. The 
snn rose this morning, (the 22d,) at lOh 24"', thirteeH minutes 
c:trlier than its appearance was expected from ca1eulation, 
owing to the great refraction. IVIr. Kendall and I mcmmred 
it.s meridional altitude from the lake with two instrulllents, 
the one bringing its upper limb to the top of the lalld four 
miles distant, the elevation of which had been as(!cl't.f-lined 

_to be eight minutes, and the other to its base, the depres
sion of which was two minutes. The mean of both these 
ohservations, corrected for refraction by the tables in the ~;au
tical -:\lmanack, g~"e a result of 65° 11' 56" N., which latitude 
exactly co~esponds with the best observations made in the 
preceding autumn. At 8~ 30'u P.M. a halo was observed, whose 
radius 'measuroo. 28° 40' from the moon j and at an equal altituue 
With thE! latter body there were two para.dena>, which, as well 
as the inoon, were intersect,ed by a luminous circle, having the 
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zenith for it< centre, and a diameter of 94· 15'. The length of 
our shortest day did not exceed five hours, but the long nighta 
were enlivened hy most brilliant moon-light., and we had fre
qltent and ,"'cry fine appearances of the Aurora Borealis. The 
latter phenomenon made some of it~ grandest displays on the 
26th of'October, the 2nd of November, and the 7th of Decem
bel'. 011 aU these occ(lsions the di stt~rhed motions of the mag
netic needle were vcry remarkable. and a most careful series of 
ohservations convinced the party that they l)ad a close con
nexion with the direction of the beams of light of which the 
aurora was composed. My observations also led mc to conclude 
that t.he deviations of the needle were, in a certain degree, <:011-

ncctcd with dHl1lges in t.he weat.her; for, prcvious to a gale or 
a snow-storm, the deviations were always considerable; but dur
ing t.he continwillec of the ga l e~ the nC't.:dlc almost invariably 
remained stationary. j 

Preparations were made for the celebration of Christmas. 
The house was replnstcred with m~u:, all the rooms white
was})'ed and repainted, and 1\:fatthews displayed his taste by ormi
nlCnting a chandelier with cut paper, aIHI trinkets. On the 
evening of th~ 24th the Illdian hunters' women and children 
were invited to share in a gamc of snap-dragon, to them an 
entire novelty. It. would be as difficult to describe the delight 
which the sport afforded them after they recovered their first sur-, 
I)rise, as to convey the full effect of the scene. When the candles 
were extinguished, the blue flame of the burning spirits shone 
on the rude features of onr native companitllrts, in whose coun
tenances were pourtrayed the eager desire of possessing the" fruit, 
and the fear of the penalty. Christmas Day /lilling on a Sunday, 
the party were regaled with the best fare our stores could supply; 
and on the fbl10wing evening a dance was given, at which: were 
present sixty persons, including the .Indians, who sat at!. speeU&-
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tors of the merry scene. Seldom, perhaps, in such a confim .. ..o. 
space as our hall, or ill the same number of persons., was there 
greater variety of character. or greater confusion of tongues. 
The party consisted of Englishmen, Highlanders. (who mostly 
conversed with each othe» in Gaelic,) Canadians, Esquimaux, 
Cbipewyans. Dog-Hibs, Hare Indians, Cree women and chilc.lrt'Il, 
mjllgk>d together in perfect harmony. The amusements were , . 
varied by English, t;aclic, and French songs. After these holi-
da'y~ were over, the Dog-Hibs at length yielded to the repeated 
solicit.ations of lVh-. Dease, and removed in a body to a distant 
part of the lake, where they now couJessed the fishery was more 
abundant. As the hunters were drawing ratiolls frolll our store, 
be uCtipatched them ill quest of deer, furnibhing them also with 
nets. After which there remaineU at the e:staLlishmcnt, only 
one infirm Ilidian, and his wife. 

January 1st, 1826. This morning the meh called iu the hall 
to offer the congratulations of' the season to the officers, and we 
aftcl'wanls assembled to read di'l-'ine servjce. On the evening of 
the 2nd, similar festivities 'were held to those at Christmas, to 
welcome the new year. The temperature was at _4YO OH tile Ist, 
which was its lowest state dUl'lng this winter, This severe 
weather was of short continuanc~ for on the 3rd there was a 
storm of suow, and the thermometer l'ose to _9°. 
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Accompanied oy 1I1 r. Dease, and l' ulIer, the carpen ter, 14th. 

'Walked gevef'.u miles in search of hin:h-tl'ees fit for the keel and 
timbers of the Jlew boat. \Ve fouud some that would answer 
for the latter purptilc, but "nouc tor the keel; we, therefore, sub. 
stituted pine. The general depth of snow in the woody and 
sheltered parts was two feet. Ou the 16th, oy the return of 
the two men WAO had bet:n sent to Slave Lake, we had the 
happiness of receiving a packet of lett~ .... "hich left England 
in the p"""eding June. Beside the IDore interesting private 
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communications, our friends had been kind ' enough 'to for
ward piles of . newspapers, and several periodical publications. 
The 'Quarterly Review,' the 'Edinburgh' Philo ophical J our
naI,' and a erie of the' Literary' Gazette,' and the. ' Mechanics 
Magazin " were pread upon the table, and 'afforded us the most 
agreeable amusement, as well as never-failing topics for conver
sation. Could any of our friend have dropped in upon US, in 

I 

tne evening, they would have found us discussing the event of 
the by-gone year, with all the earnestne s and interest which we 
could have shewn had'they been the occurrences of the day, and 
depend d upon our decision. This valuable packet had nigh 
been 10 t on its way thr ugh the interior, owing to the treachery 
of an Indian. The fellow had undertaken to guide the Cana-
,dian servants of the Hudson-Bay Company, who had it in 
charge, from York Factory to Cumberland Hou e; but up
posing, from its being unusual to forwal'd packet at that sea on, 
that it mu t contain something of value, he seized an opportu
nity, when the two men had gone a little way fl'om the river ide, 
to steal the canoe, with its content, and cro the river. There 
were no means of pur uit, and the poor men, destitute , of 
food, without a guri, or even the means of making a fire, were 
obliged to march to the, nearest establi hment, through a v ry 
rugged and thickly-wooded country. They reached it after 
many days travelling, and m1Jch suffering, and a oon a they 
arriv d, Mr. Mackintosh, ' the chi f of' the d partment, imrn\.,; .' 
diately ent off different parties in search 9f the culprit. They 
did not find him, though they got posse ion ~f the packet, which 
was torn open, and the letter cattered upon the grou·nd. I 
need hardly mention that I afterwards remunerated the ami
d~ans for their utferings ana good conduct on this occa ion. 

On the m'oflling of the 22nd we perceived a gray wolf crosi. 
ing the lake, and Augustus and Ooligbuck went in . pursuit: 

I 
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The speed of the animal, however, so much outstripped theirs, 
that it coolly halted to snap up an unfortunate fox which hap
pened to (~ross its path, and bore it off" in triumph. The yisit8 
of this animal were r'!peated for three successive days, and it at 
last became so bold as to. steal fish, on -two occasions, from a 
sledge which the dogs were accustolned to draw home from the 
nets, without a driver. The dOh1S were not touched, hut this 
was accounted for when tIle wolf was killed, aOlI found to be a 
fern ale, as 1\lr. Dease informed us that at this season of the year 
the female wolves never attack the dog. 

The month of February WH.';; a very anxious period of our 
winter's residence. The produce of the nets and fishing lines 
hau been grauually diminishing during January, until the sup
ply (lid not afford more thall three or four of the small IlCl"J"ings 
pel' man ; and none could he furni~hed to the uogs. The stock 
of dried meat was expended, amI serious ilpprclwnsions were 
entertained of the party's suffering from want of food. The fish 
too, from being out of season, afforded ycry little nourishmcnt, 
ami frequent illllisposition was the consequence with us all. 
Thn'c of the stoutt~st men with whom this diet particularly dis
agreed, ~utJcrcd very much from uiarrhrea. 1t. became, tllcrcfol"c, 

uccessary to uraw npon thc stores of pnn·isiolls which had been 
Sl't. apal·t for the voyage along t.he sea-coast, and. 011 the Gth, we 
ul'spatehed three sk.uges to 1<'ort Norman, ti))' some pclllmj

can, arrow root, and portable soup: they were likewise to bring 
any iron that could be procured frotH that establii':ihmcnt fit 
for being eonvertrd into nails or f.'lstcnillgs for the intended boat. 
This bcing the last opportunity of t.he scason for fiJfwanling 
lcttcrs to thc southern department, I wrote to Governor Simp
Son and t.he Coundl at York l;'actory, requesting that supplies 
of provisions might be storcd for thc Expedition, on the route to 
Canau~ and York I'actory, and that the necessary J}lcansofcon-
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vcyancc might be provided for its return in 1827. All these 
arrangements requirjng to be made a year in advance, I included. 
the whole party in the estimate of the numbers to be provided 
fOf, that there might be no want of provision. if the western part 
of the Expeditioll sh~uldj frolU any ,cause, be obliged to retrace 
its steps. Uy the ~ame con"cyanc~.' I sent an account of oue 
pro('ecdings, 'with maps aud urawillgs, to he forwarded to the 
Colonial Office. 

OIl the -1lh of tbis month, when aU were heartily tired of lShort 
allo\l"iJJwe, a report was brought of the traces of a llloose deer 
having been j:;(;cn about twelve miles from the fort. Had the 
days becu longer, and a crust furmed upon the SHOW, the hunters 
would have iound no grcat difficulty in rUllHiug down the 
animal, but. our principal hope lay in t.heir getting within :;hot 
without" raising it,"~thc expression used when ii deer is scared. 
Beaulieu being the most expert moose-hunter, went out on this 
occasion, accompanied hy two othcrs~ Landrc a Chipcwyan lad, 
a1l(} a Dog-Hib hunter. '''ben they arrived 011 the deer's track, 
they found that it had been raised, prouauly, by the lllliians who 
nrlSt discovered it ; but anxious to procure meat for the tort, they 
commeneed the pursuit. From their knowledge of the hahits 
of the animal, and of the winding course it ta.kes, they WC)'C 

enabled to ~horten the dist.a.uce; but after running four succes
sive days without coming in sight. lkaulicu hall the misfortune to 
faU over the stump of it tree, and sprain his ankle; the other two 
hunters being previously tired out. When this accident hap
penec.l, they knew they were near the deer, and .that it would soon 
giV(~ in, because hs footsteps were stained with blood. Beaulieu, 
however, on account of his lameness, returned to the house, and 
his companions came with him. During the chase they bivou
acked on the snow, and subsisted on a few ptarmigan which they 
killed. ~rf, after a night's rest, again""t out., aJMl was I,.e. 
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ce.ssful after two more day's running; not, however, without 
having nearly lost his life, for the moosc, on rccci"ing a :shot, 
made a rush at him, striking furiously with its fore feet. He 
had but just time to shelter himself behind .. a tree, upon which 
the animal spent its efforts, 'until his gun was again ready. 

I.andre's arrival with the joyful intelligence of his success., was 
hailed as the commcnCCme)lt of a season of plenty. 'Vhen the 
moose meat was brought in. we had not an ounce of provision 
in store, and it was, therefore, most acceptahle; although. from 
the manner in which it was hunted clown, it proved exceedingly 
tough. In the evening. to incre<~e our satisfilctioll, an Iuclian 
arrived with the information that t.he fish Wl'l'C plentiful at the 
stat.ion to which the Dog-Rihs had removed, and likewise that 
the hunters belonging to the fort had killed some rein-deer Hear 

their lodges. Vle immediately equipped f()Ur mCIl with lIcts 
and lines, amI sent them back with the In'dian; giving them 
dircctions to report whether more personR could gain subsis
tCII(:C there. Their report, a few days afterwards, heing favour
ab1(~, four more men were despatched thither. They sent us 
some tittameg, weighing from six to eight pounds, whit:h were 
the more aecept.'lble, because none of that kinel had been taken 
in our nets since the lake had been frozen over. By the time the 
moose was finished, the men came back from Fort l\Torman, with 
J:hree bags o~ pemmican, which enabled us to continue the daily 
issue of rations, though the fare was still scanty. 

On the 25th, Beaulieu, accompanied by two men, went off in 
·one direction, and the Dog-Rib hunters in another, in search of 
deer. Both parties were successful. From the former we 
received a summons, after four days' absence, to send sledges for 
meat, but not so from the Dog-nibs, for they, to compensate for 
thei~ ;long abstinence, consumed almost all the meat, and gorged 
themse1l1es to sUch a degree, that they were unable t<1 move, and 
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became quite ill. From this period we had n sufficient supply 
of provision, because the fisheries improved, and we received 
deer trom time to time. The men who had been indisposed 
gained strength, from the increased quantity, and amended qua.' 
lity, of their food; and we had also' the gratification of seeing 
the dogs daily fatten, amidst the general plenty. The conduct 
of the men during the season of s(:a,rcity was beyond aU praise; 
and the following anecdote is worthy of record, a:;; displaying the 
exccUcnt feeling of a llritish scamalt, and as spt!aking the 5enti
ments of the whole party. Talking with Robert Spinks as to the 
difference of' his present food fi·om that to which he .had been 
accustomed on hoard ship, I said 1 was glad the necessity was 
over of keeping them 011 short aUowance. ",iVhy. Sir," said 
he, " we never minded about the short allowance, but were fear
ful of having to u~e the pemmican intended for next summer ; 
we only care ahout the next voyage, and shall a11 be glatl when 
the spring comes, that we may :;;et off'; be~ides, at the worst 
time, w e could always spare a fish for each of our clogs." Dur
ing the period of short allowance, the three d~gs uudel' tbc 
charge of this man were kept in bctter condition than any of 
the others. 

' Ve now called the men home from the nca~est fishery, and 
set their nets near the Bear l~ake niver, but the men at the 
distant :stat.ion with the Indians were kept there, and occa::-. 
siona,lly supplied the fort with fine tittameg and trout. The 
otte l':-1 did considerable mischief to our nets at this time; six of 
these animals were seen in one day. 

Many pal'helia were obsel'ved this month. On the 14th, at 
forty-five minutes after nine A.M., the arched form of the clouds, 
and the appearance of a collection of rays projected from the 
sun's disk in the shape of a fan, 'strongly resembled the eoriIsca
tions of tbe · aurora. The atmosphere was misty; temperaiilte 
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in the shade + 80 5'; and when the thermometer with a black- 182(i. 

cned bulb was exposed to the sun's rays, it rose to + 43". The }~~lUry. 

magnetic needle, at nine A.M., was perceived to have made a 
greater deviation to the westward than usual at that hour. and I 
imagine that the cause of' -this increase probably arose from the 
atmosphere being then in a state of electricity, similar to that in 
which it is when the auro~a appears in hazy weather; on wl1ich 
occasions we have observed that its coruscations bave the 
strongest effect in causing aberrations of the needle. A "iolent 
gale from the north· west commenced on the 26th, and lasted, 
without intermission, for thirty-six hours. 

The early part of this month was marked h)' a succession of Man·h. 
'V{'c1I1~·sthL\·. 

gales from the N. " T., with a few inte1'\'uls of moucratc weather, bt.· 

in which the wiud came from the cast, and was attended hy a 
clearer atmosphere than usually accompanies easterly winds in 
the coMeI' months. 'Ve ouservt'd, with pleasure, on the 7th, that 
the sun had sufficient power to soften the snow ill exposeu places, 
and to form icicles frolO the roofs which had a southern aspect, 
but the return ofstl'ong winds from the 'V.N.lV. brought back 
severe weather. On the lith there was a violent gust of wind, SiLtnnln \' , 

11th.' 
which, in its passage over the lake. gathered up the snow in a 
column, similar to that of a 'waterspout. 

Dr. Uichardson made an excursion for the purpose of examin
ing the rocks to the north of the establishment. He returned 
after two days, the snow being too deep for him to obtain speci
mens. The description he gave of' a view from an eminence 
nine miles behind-the fort, iuuuceu Lieutenant Back <llld me to 
visit the spot, and we were amply repaid for the walk. The 
view embraCed. the mountains 011 the borders of the .lVlackenzie 
to tbe west, a considerable portion of Ilear Lake Iliver, with the 
monntains near its rapids, Clark's Hill ·to the south, and the 
railge of elevated land stretcbing to the east till thay were lost 
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in the distance. To the N.E. there appeared several smallla'eo, 
and the view was terminated by a portion of Bear Lake. 

The ChipewY311 hunters who had been absent since Christmas, 
ret urned to us with their fillnilies, and brought with· them a 
nog-Hib gir1, about twelve years old; who had been deserted by 
ller tribe. 'Vhcn they found her, she was in the last stage of 
wea~ness, from fi.lmine, sitting by the ,expiring embers of a fire, 
and but :f(lr their timely appearance, death must soon have 
ended her sufferings. They fed and clothed her. and waited 
unLil she gained strength to accompany them. The wretches 
who had ahandolwd the poor creature, were on their way to a 
ti :osllillg f:t~tion, whid. Lhey knew to be vcry productive, and not 
above a day's m:m.'h dist.ant. She was unable to keep the pace 
at wllich they chose to. procccd~ and having no neat' rehttion 
but an aged aunt, who could not assist her, they left her at an 
cncamprncnt with01'lt any food. The hunters met this party of 
11ldians about a month ancrward~, when they were Jiving in 
.,lnmdan('e. The girl, by that time, had pelfectly l'L"'Covcred her 
strengtJl, and they de~ired t.hat she !Should be rest.ored to them, 
but. the hunters firmly resi ~tcd their importuuity. and one of 
them alloptcd her <1 5 his own child. It is singular that .she was 
the ouly f( 'lllale of the tribe that coult! he c"Het! good-looking. 
Her Indian name was Atoll-]arree, which the interpreter trans· 
bted, llurnt-wced. Lieutenant Ilaek made a sketch of her, in 
the drc55 which the hunter"s wife gave to her on their first meet
mg. " Then the Indians came to the fort, I took the first 
opportunity of their being assembled in the htrl1, to send for the . 
hunters and their wives, and to reward them by a substantial 
IJresent of clothing and ammunition. I also gave· to ' them 
some neat steel instruments, consisting of gimblets; and other 
useful articles, which they were desired to preserve, aDd ·she .. 
to other Indians, as a testimony of our approbation- of 'their 
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humanity. A present was also oestowed upon the girl, and then 
the Dog~Ribs were addressed as to their uufccling conuuct 
towards her. They listened quietly, and merely stated her 
weakness as the cause. There is little uoubt but that. t.he traIlS
actions of this day were c;allvasscd. afterwards, and it iB to he 
hoped that the knowledge of' OUl' sentiments gaining circulation, 
Jnay ind.uce a discontinuance of their iuhumau practices. 

By tbe men who had conveyed our last packet to I 'ort Simp
son, we received intelligell<.'e that some Chipewyaus had brought 
information to the Athabasca and Slave Lakes, of their having 
seen many indications of a party of white pt:ople 011 the sea· 
coast eastward of the Coppel'lllinc niver. Thc report statt.><.1, 
that they had found, III the preccc1iug autumn, on the borders of 
a rivcr near the sea-coast, a sawpit., SOllie saws, and axe:5, alHl a 
store of decr's meat. There was snow on the ground, aml the 
:footsteps of t.he party appeared recent. \\' c concludeu from 
these statements, that Captain l'al'l'Y had laid up his ships 
in the vicinity of Uut.hurst 's Inlet, and seut huutillg'-pal'ties 
up the river to augment his stock of provision. I there
fore despatc1lcd two meH with letters to _ l\h, J\r!"Yicar, at 
Slave Lake, containing a series of questions, that the IuattCl' 
might be thoroughly investigatcd, and requested him to transmit 
the answers: to the Admll'alty. I likewise begged of him imme
diately to procure a party of lndians to go to the spot, and cou
vey a letter from me to Captain 1)arry, in order that they might 
either be employed as hunters for the ships, or carry thcir letters 
to the nearest est.ablishment for conveyance to Eugland. Hud 
the information reached us soouer, so that a party could have 
gone from Jlear Lake to the point at which the ships were, amI 
returned before the men were wanted, I should have sent to 
.... "."taia the met. The idea of the ships being Oil the Ilorthel'll 
-, the PTQOPeCt of thei .. success, and the expectation of the 
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eastern detachment meeting them" in the summer, aBhrded· 
enlivening topics of conversation for severnl days; and on the' 
day the intelligence camc, we celebrated its arn·val with a 
bowl of punch. The health of Captain Parry. and his party., WI 

well as that of Captain Beeche)" was drank with enthusiasm. 
\V C obtaineu observations iOT the time, from which it appeared 

that the chronometer, No. 1733, generously lent to the Expedia 
tion by my friend the Jate .l\ir. Moore, had only varied its rate 
two hundredths of' a second, since the 3rd of November. I had· 
worn it next my skin, su~pcndt.od round my neck, the whole time; 
and, consequently, it was not exposed to much variation of tcm
pemt.uTc. 

Aft.er the middle of this month tIte N.\V. winds gave 
place to a snecesFiion of easterly breezes; whenever these pre ... 
vailed, we observed the terrestrial refraction 'nls much increased: 
double rcii-action of the land was not uJlfrc'luent, and tWlce the 
mist, arising fi'olH the open waw]', appeared like a wall of ice. 
""' hen the moon shone, halo~, anJ occi.lsionally parasclenre. were 
yisiblc; and towards the close of the month the coruscations of 
the aurora were often very brilliant. 

Dlll'ing t.his month I noticed that on several occasions the 
mngnetic needle oscillated when I approached it in a dress of 
·water-proof cloth. although ]t }'emaincd stationary when others 
of t.he party examined it in their ordinary garments. The water
proof dress probi.lbly acted by exciting electricity in the body, 
although this opinion is rather contradicted by the tact of a fur 
cap. which had been rubbed by the hand until i, affected the gold
leaf electrometer, producing no change in the needle, and my 
approach to the electrometer not causing the gold-leaf to expand~ 

Having failed in an attempt to make charcoal/or the bJaclc
smith's use at this place, we despatched 'Villiam DUIlcan, and 
the blaeksl)lith. to make some at }'ort Norman • • where , biNI> 
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trees .re,plentiful; alld on the Gth of April we were glad to see 
them return with the first load. The carpenters had. already 
prepttred the timbers and the keel for the lIew hoat, and we 
were waiting for the coals to get the iron-work forward. 

On the 10th Dr. !{jch.rdsoll and Mr. Kendal/left the fort 
on suow-shoes, accompanied by an Indian guide, and a man 
driving a dog-sledge with provisions, for the lJUrposc of com-
pleting the survey of Gre~t Uear Lake, which Dr. Richardson 
had commenced the preceding autumn. The day was remark-
ably wann; the blackened thermometer, exposed to the sun, 
rose to + 00; and we Imilcd 'wjth delight a complete thaw. 
Cheered hy the prospect. a spot ' .... as cleared of snow, the keel of 
t11c boat laid down, and that there might be no delay, all the 
sledges we could spare were despatched to fetch the remaiuder 
of the charcoal from Fort N Ol'llIall. On the following day 
w,ltef wttS dripping from the 1'oois, and th.e llies werc active 
within the room s. The continuance of mild weather for six days 
caused n rapid decay of tlu} snow, but no spots of land became 
vi~ible. The mcn returned with the charcoal, and from them we 
learned that the season was more backward here than in the vici_ 

nit.y of Fort Normau. In the evening of the 17th, a telescope 
was put up in the meridian for finding the rates of thc chrono-
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meters by the transit of Arcturus. On the Hlth, thirty Hal'c- Wl·dll,·sday. 

Indians nrrivcd with sledges, bringing their winter's collection 19th. 

of furs for the JIUUI'IOll llay Company, and a large supply of 
dried meat for us, w~lich, with the stock already in storc, put us 

. quite at case resPfiJcting food until the scason lor our departure. 
The party consiHted mostly of young lads, who, very good
naturediy, song and danced for our amusement all the evening. 
They likewise gave us specimens of the dances in use among 
the L(mr.:heux, which were more graceful than their own. The 
tune ' they <nmg to the Medicine-dauce uf the Louch,eux, struck 
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me as being soft and pretty. The ludicrous attitudes aDci 

grotesque figures of the dancers, as they wheeled in a circle, 
shakiug the kHives and feathers which t.hey held between their 
fingers, were happily sketchet.l by Lieutenant llack. 

As the fish had withdrawn from the open water at the com
mencement of the fine weutllt::r, the nets , .. 'ere brought nearer to 
the llOuse; but we did Dot obtain more than thirty fish daily .. 
This wminution, however. gm'e us rio concern, as we had plenty 
of'meat. Short.ly aften ... ·arus the trout began again to take bait, 
and ,\'C caught several of large 15ize. Easterly winds prevailed 
this month, anu they blew uninterl'uptedly from the 21st to the 
last day. A storm, on the 28th and ;29th, delayed the carpenters 
working at the boat: the patches of ground whieh had lor the 
last few days been visible, were agaill covcred with snow, alld 
the gencral aspect was bleak amI wint.ry. 

Dr. llicharuson and 1\rIr. li"cJl(lall rctul'IIcd on the lst of l\fay., 
and we were furnished with the following part.iculars of their 
journey. Their course, on I(~a\,jllg us, was first directed to the 
fishery in l\1ac Vicar's JIay, \"'hich they reached on the fourth day, 
and ii'om whcllce, taking with them another sleuge-Ioad of provi
sions amI au additional attendant, they tOlltinucu their journey 
to the vottom of 1Unc Tavish l~ay, the lUOst eastel-)Y part of the 
Lake. The reuuction ill their stock of provisions now caused 
them to commence their ret.urn. and they )'eached the fort after 
an absence of' three weeks, ouriug which, in very unfavourable " 
weather. they travelled about three hundred and eighty mile~ 
Dr. Hichardsoll had sailed lour hundred alld eighty miles through 
the lake in the autumn, and in the two excursions, five hundred' 
mile:; of its shore!' were uelineated, aud the positions of mauy 
points established by aSb:onomical observations_ About tw~ty 
miles of the north sbore of Mac Tavish Bay are the w;>1y parts oi 
Bear Lake .remaining unsurveyed. Tbe following brief desa.ip,-
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tion of Bear Lake is extracted from Dr. Richardson's .Tour

nal:-

• 

" Great Bear Lake is formed by the union of five arms or 
bays, which were named after Messrs. Keith, Smith, Dease, 
Mac Tavish, and Mac Vicar, of the Hudson's nay Company. 
The pl'incipal feeding-stream. named Dease River, rises in the 
Copper Mountains, and fal!s into the upper end of Dease Bay, 
which is the most northern part of the lake, and Ilear Lake 
Jtivcr, which conveys the waters of' the lake to the Mackenzie, 
issllcs from Keith Bay, the most southerly arm. Mac Tavi~h 
:Bll,V is the most easterly portion of the lake, and Smith Bay, 
which lies opposite to it, l'uns to the westward. 1\fac Vicar Brty 
has a southerly direction nearly parallel to Keith Ilay. The 
length of the lake, from Dease Uivcr to Bear I .akc ]{i,'cl' . is 
Hhout one hundred and scventy.five miles ; amI it.s hreadth, 
from the bottom of Smith Day to the bottom of 1\1nc Tavish Bay, 
lS onc humlrc.l and fifty milcs. A range of ~J'anite hills skirts 
t.he bottom of l\Jac Tavish Ray. 'flle Great ]jCtll' lHountain, at 
w}lOse base some bitHminOlls sll<llc diffs arc exp0:ied, is ilhout 
lline hundred feet high, ant! separates Mae "iear and Keith 
11ays; a similar mountain lies betwixt I\eith <lnd Smith 13ays. 
In Dease Bay, limestone :md sandstone are the prevailing 
rocks. The waters of the lake are very clear, and of unknown 
depth; forty-five fht.homs of line wcrc Jct down near the 
shore, in Mac Tavish Bay, without reaching the hott.orn. There 
is a considerable quantity of good wood, principally. white 
.spruce, in the vicinity of the lake; but there is reason to believe 
that, before many years elapse, it will become scarce, for it is 
very slow of growth, and the natives every year set tire to it in 
vaTiou8 quarters, And thus destroy it lor many miles. The 
finet!t timber was observed on the west side of Great Ilear Lake 
MoUntain. . 'There are good fisheries in Dease :nay. and in 

1826. 
May. 
'-~ ~l <JlI<lay, 

1st. 



)8:26. 
}\fay. -

80 SECOND JOURNEY TO THE SHORES 

various other quarters of the lake j but the fish taken in Mac 
Vicar ]3ay are remarkably tiliC and abundant at all seasons of 
the year. The principal advantage of the Rite chosen for Fort 
Franklin, is its vicinity to the Beat' l,ake Uiver, and the great 
quantity of fi sh that call be procured at certain seasons, although 
they arc small and of' infel'ior quality." 

On the 5th of this month, t.he ~nen being called in from 
the fishery in J\fac Vicar Iby, the whole party was once more 
assemhled at the house, nnxiou~ly looking forward to the arrhral 
of spring. "'\Ve hailed the appearance of swans, on the following 
-day, as a snre !o>ign of its ilppl'oach. A ~oose was seen on 
the 7t.h! two ducks on tl1e 8th, alld on the 9th severnl gulls 
were ob:::crved in the open watcr near the llear Lake Uiver. 
The snow, at this tillIC, was rapidly (}imini ~lling from the surface 
of the lake, and tht're were lIlallY ~pot8 of grounu visihle. ,tV e, 
therefore, comlllent'cd the preparations l()r t.he slimmer's voyage. 
The seamen were emplo)'c(l ill repairing the co,'erings and sails 
of tllC hoats, as well as in refitting thcir rigging. aud occupation 
was allotted to every per:-;on in the cstahlishnwnt, These opera
tions requiring the constant superintendence of the officers, the 
observations on ihe magnetic-needle were discontinued. After 
the middle of the month, we were visited by occasional tihowers 
of rain, which removed the snow and produced a perceptible 
decay of the icc. 

On the 231'd, th(· icc broke away from the shore of the small 
lake, and a1:-:;0 of Bear Lake, in front of' the house. Swans and 
geese were now daily passing to the llOrtmvard; many ' shots. 
were fired at them, both by the Indians and our own party, but 
only a few were killed . The geese were principally 'of the kind 
known to naturalists by the name of Canada geese,. and deno
minated bustards hy tl,e voyagers. Numbers of wbjte geese 
also passed; we saw only two flocks of laughing-geese. The 
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first swallow came 011 the 16th, and, 011 the following' oay, many 
others arrived. A variety of ducks, gulls, and many of the 
small aquatic birds, now frequented the marshy borders of the 
little lake, which afforded constant amusement to the sportsmen, 
and full occupation to Dr .• Richardson in preparing the skills for 
specimens. 

On the 24th, the musquitoes appeared, feeble at first, but, 
after a few days, thcy became vigorous and tormenting. The 
tirst flower, a tussilago, was gatherL.od on t.he 27th. Defore the 
close of the month, several others were in bloom, of which the 
most abundant was the white anemone Cane·mone tenella) . The 
lcaf-bud'i had not yet burst, though just rca(ly to open. 

The carpenters had now finished the new boat, which rc
cci\'.ed the name of the Heliancc. It was constructed of fir, with 
birch timbers, after the model of our largest boat, the I..ion. but 
with a more full bow, and a finer run altaft. Its length was 
twenty-six feet, and breadth fhe feet eight inehcs. It was 
lustened ill the same manner as the other boats, but with iron 
instead of copper, and to procHre sufficient nails we were obliged 
to cut up all the spare axes, trenches·, and ice-chisels. Ueing 
without tnr, we substituted strips of water-proof canvass, soakctl 
in some caoutchouc varnish, which we had brought out, to lay 
between the seams of the planks; and for paint, \re made usc of 
resin, procured from the pine-trees, boileu and mixed with grease. 
The other boats were ufterwarcls put in complett,~ repair. The 
Lion 'required the most, in consequence of the accident in Bear 
Lake River. Tbe defccts in the other two principally arose 
from their having been repaired at Cumberland lIouse wilh 
.the elm ,that gro~sill its vicinity, and, is very spongy. "\i'e 
l.I0W: ~ubstituted , white spruce th', which, when grown in these 
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high latitudes, is an excellent wood for boat-.lmilding. We were 
surprised to find, that, notwithstanding the many heavy blows 
these boats had received in tlwir passage to this place, there 
was not a timher that required to be dlUnged. 

:In our bustle, we woultJ glauly haVl~ dispensed with the pre
sence . of the Do~-nibs, who HOW visited us in great numbers, 
without ul'illging any supplies. They continued hanging 
about the fort, awl their daily ul'l{Il11ning and singing over 
tiw ~ i ck, the squaHill g- of the children, and bawling of the men 
<nul WOHlcn, PTOH'U IlO small annoy:mee. " re were pleased, 
however, at perceiving that the ammunition ""c hall given to 
tI}('m in rellirH for meat, had cnnblcd them to provide themselves 
with leatlH.'rn h.'lIts. Their only :-:-heltcr from wiuo, snow, or 
min, before tllis sea!\on, had ucell a ruue harricade of pine 
hrnnc1lCs. l"ortllna tcl.y, it )l' Olll' comfort, they were ohligt'd to 
]'cmovc before the c.:xpiration of the mouth to a distant fishery 
to PI'OClICC provision. 

The prpparations for the yoyagc alon14 the coa!st heing now in 
a state of forwaruness, HI)' attention was directed to tIl<' provitlillg 
for the return of Dr. Richartlson's party to this estahlishment in 
the following autumn, and to the securing means of support for 
all the members of the :Expeditioll at this placc. in the event of 
the western party beillg like wise compelled. to returll to it .. 
llespecting the fi rJ;t point, it was nrranged that Beaulieu the 
interpreter, and {our Canaoians, should quit l"ort l"ranklin on 
the 6th of August, atH} proceed direct to Dease River with a 
bateau, and wait there until the 20th of September, when, 
if Dr. Richardson did not appear, they were to come back to the 
fort ill canoes, and to .leave the boat, with provision "and other 
necessaries, for the use of the eastern detachm.ent. A.lt t1>_ 
points were explained to Beaulieu, and he not only understo~ 
every part .of the arrangement, but seemed ve.rJ desirol,ls ,.\I;> 
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perform the important duty entrusted to him. I next drew up 
written instructions for the guidance of l\fr. Dease, dUTiJlg the 
absence of the Expedition, directing his attention first to the 
equipment and despatch of Beaulieu on the 6th of' August, and 
then to the keeping the establishment well-stored. with provisioll. 
fIe was aware of thc probability that the western party would 
meet his Majesty's ship ~los!\om, and go to Cauton in her. Hut 
as unforesecn circumstances might compel us to winter on tht.~ 

coast, I considered it necc~sary to warn him against juf'crriug'. 
from our not returning in the following autumn, that we had 
reached the Blossom. He ',"as, therc1orc, directed to keep 1,'ort 
Franklin complete, as to provision, until the spring of 1828. 
])r. Uichanlson was likewise instrllct<'d, before he left the Jort 
in 1827, on his return to England, to sec that 1\11-. Dease fu11y 
understood my motivcs for giying these orders, and that )IC was 
provjded with tllC llleallS of pun:hasil.lg the' ncccs!:ia l'Y provision 
from the r mlians. 

The long reign of the cast wim) was at length termiJlateu. by 
a fresh N.\\T. hreezc, and the il~e yet remaining on the !:imall 
lake soon disappearcu, under t.he softening cflct:ts of this wind. 
Thls lake had been frozen eight months, wanting three uays. 
A narrow channel being opened along tIle western bortler of 
Bear Lake, on the 14t.h Dr. Uichanlson took a(h.mtagc of it, 
and went in a small canoe with t.wo men to examine the moun
tains on the borders of Bear I,ake niver, nuu to colk"Ct speci
mens of the plants that were now in flower, intending to J'tuoin 
the party at For. Norman. On the same day, in 1821, the former 
Expedition left Fort En tcrprize for the sea. 

The eqiIipments of the boats being now complete, they Wl're 

launched on the ISmaU lake. and tried under oars and sails. III 
the 'afternoon the men were appointed to their respective ata
tionS;- andfurni.hed with the sky-blue waterproof upiforms, and 
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feathers, as well as with the warm clothing whicl. had been, 
provided for the voyage. I acquainted them fully with the 
object of the l~xpeuition, and pointed out their various duties. 
They received these communications with satisfaction, were
delighted with the prospect of the yoyage, and expressed their ' 
readiness to commence it immediately. Fourteen mell, including 
Augustus, were appointed to accompafl)' myself and Lieutenant 
13ack, in the Lion aud Hcliancc, tlJC two larger boats ; and ten, 
including Oolighuck, to go vl'jth ])r. Hichal'dson and Mr. Ken
uall, in the Dolphin and Ullion. In oruer to make up the com~ 
plement of fourteen filr the western party, J proposed to receive 
t"u volul!tccrs from lhc Canadian voyagl.:'fs; <.Ind to the credit of 
Canadian enterprise, every man came forward. I chose Franyois 
}'clix and Alexis Vivier, uecauf:;e they were the first who offered 
their services, and this too without allY stipulation as to increase 
of wages. 

Spare blankets, and every tlling that could he useful for the 
voyage, or as presents to the EsC) uimaux, which our stores could 
furni sh, were divided between the eastern and western parties, 
and put up into bales of a size convenient for stowage. This 
interesting day was closed by the consumption of a small quan
tity of rum, resencd for the occasion, foHowcd by a merry dance, 
in which all joined with grent glcc~ in their workjng dresses. 
On the following Sumlay the officers and men assembled at 
Divine service, dressed in their new uniforms; and in audition 
to the ordinary service of the day, the special protection of 
Providence was implored on the enterprise '\I:e were about to 
('ommence. The guns were cleaned the next day, and stowed 
in the arm chests, which had been made to fit the boats. Tues
day and Wednesday were set apart for the officers and men to 
pack their own things. A strong western breeze occurred on 
the 21st, wl)ich removed the icc from the front of the houw;:, 
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and opened a pag,age to the Dear Lake River. The men were 
sent with the boots and stores to the river in the evening. amI 
were heartily theercd on quitting the heach. The officers 
remained to pack up the charts. drawings. and other documents, 
which ' ... ·ere to be left at the-fort; Ulu1, in the event of none of 
the officers returning, lU r. Dease was directed to forward them 
to England. We quitted th!, house at half past ten, Oll Tuesday 
morning, leaving Cote. the fbhcrman, in charge, untill\tfr. Dease 
SllOUld return from Fort Norman. This worthy old man, 
sharing the enthusiasm that animated the whole party, would 
110t allow us to depart without giving his hearty, though solit<lry 

cheer, which we returned in full chorus. 
The position of Fort I"ranklin was determined to be in lati

tude 65° 11' 56" N., IOllgitude 123" 12' 44" 'V.; variation of the 
compass 39' 9' 1<:.; dip of the needle 82' 58' 15". 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

Vu)"ag"l' III 111C" SelL-)~arl lrom thc Eastl'l"ll Deluch ul('llt lit Point 8 rparalion-Rl'ach Ibe 

]\ll>ul1, (I f II,l' J\II1l'ke.ll ;\i \·- lnl\'T\·'cW RUci C"nlcst with the E !lquil1lll.lI11-DelaillcJ. by 

1l'1'-l\l\-el friclHH)' E~qllilllaux-I'"ill t Saville. 

ON our arrival at the llear Lnke l~i"ert we were mortified to find 
t}w ice drifting 0.0\\"11 ill brge masses, with such rapidity as to 

render embarkation ullsaie. The same causc o.elaineu us tIle 
whole of the folk'\\'illg (lay ; amI as , ... e had brought no more 
pro\'i~ion from 1.11(' house tlJall sufficient fin' an uninterrupted 
passi.lgc to l'ort 1\ orman, we SCllt fi.n' a slIPl'ly of l"ish. This 
Willi a \' cry sHltry clay, the therJllometcr in the shade being 71(> 
at noon, and 74" at threc I'.M. 

The descent of the icc Jltlving ('cased at eight in tlle morning 
of t.he 2·1th, we (·lll.uarkcu. The heavy :stores werc put into a. 
bateau, ll"1<.1ll]}('U by Omadians, who were (:x pel'icJl(~cd in tlw 
passage through rapids, amI the rcst of the boats were ordered 
to fbllow in its wake. keeping at snch a Jistanec from each other' 
as to allow of allY evolution that might be necessary to avoid the 
stOlles. The boats struck severa) t.imes, but,received 110 injur,r. 
At thc foot of' the rapid we met a canoe, manned by four of 
our Canadian voyagers, whom Dr. Uichardson bad sent with 
somc letters that hau arrived at Fort Norman from the Atba
basca Lake; and as the services of the men were wanted, ' they 
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were embarked in the boats, and the canoe was left. Shortly 
afterwards we overtook Beaulieu, who had just killed a young 
moose deer, which afforded the party t"t"O substantial meals. At 
this spot, and generally along the river. we found abundance of 
n'ild onions. 

\iVe entered the 1\fackenzie River at eight in the evenin~, 
1ItHl the current being too strong for us to advance against the 
stream ,vith oarR', we had 'recourse to the tracking line, and 
tTa'velled all night, It was fatiguing. owing to large portions of 
the banks having been overthrown by t.he disruption of the ice, 
and from the ground being so ~oft that the meB dragging the 
rope s<lUk up to the knees at every step; but these impediments 
werc less regal'dcd than the ceaseless torment of the musquitocs. 
\\'e halted to sup at the spot whcre Sir A. l\{ackcllzie saw the 
Harne l'ising from the bank in l789. 'rhe pl'ccipic{~ was still 
Oll fire, the !-iU1okc issuing through sevcral.apertures. Speci
mens of the coal were procurcd. 

,\rc reached Fort. Norman at noon on thc 25th. 011 the fol
lowing mornillg the prOl'ision aud stores which had beel) left at 
t.hi~ place were examined, and f(mnd to be in exccllent ordcr; 
(.'xc(:'pt the powder in one of' the magazines. which llUtl bccome 
caked from damp. I had ordered a supply of iron-work, 
knives, and beaus, for the sea voyage ii'om Fort Simpson; they 
had arrived some days before us, and with ollr stock thus aug
'mented, we were well furnished with presents for the natives. 
The packages being finished on the 27th, t.he boats received their 
respective ladings,,6lnd we were rejoiced to find that each stowed 
her cargo wel~ and with her crew embarked floated as buoyantly 
as .our most 'sanguine wishes had anticipated. The heavy stores, 
however, were afterwards removed into a bateall that was to be 
taken to the mouth of the river, to prevent the smaller boa!.!! 
~m receivinjl( injury in passing over the shoals. 
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,,· ... c waited. onc day to make somc pounded meat we had. 
brought into pemmican. IJ\ the menntime the seamen en~ 

lnrgcd the foresail of the Reliance. 
The letters which I received from the.A thabasca department 

informed me that the things I had l;equired from the Company 
in February last, would be duly forwarded; they likewise con
tained a vel'y di{ft~rcnt version of' the story which had leu us to 
suppose t.hat Captain 1)arry was l)assing the winter on the 
northcrll coast. ,\r c now lcamcd that the Indians had only seen 
some pieces of wood J'ceently cut, and a deer that had been 
kilk·d by an arrow; these things we concluded were done by 
the ES(juimaux. Three men from Slave Lake, whom I had sent 
for to supply the place of our Chipcwyan hunters, who were very 
inactive last winter, joined us at this p1ace. TIleY were to 
accompany 1\11'. l)C35C and the Canmlians to Fort Franklin; and 
that they~ as well.as the Iudians, might hayc every ellcourage_ 
ment to excrt themselves in procuring provision during the 
BUmmel', I directed a supply of the goods they were likely to 
requirc, to be scnt from Eort Simpson, as soon as possiolc. The 
longitude of J'ort Norman was ouscrvcd to be 1240 44' 47" "'V., 
its latitude 64"' 40' 38" N. ; yuriation 390 57' 52" E. 

Early this Inorning the uoat5 were laden and decorated with 
their ensigns and pendants, and after breakfast we quitted the 
fort, amidst the hearty cheers of our friends IVlr. Dease, ~~[r. 

Brisbois, and the Canadians, amI I am sure carried their best" 
wishes for our success. 'V c halted at noon to obtain the latitude, 
which placed the cntrance of Dear Lake lliv<;.I" in 640 55' 37" N.; 
and Dr. Richardson took advantage .of this delay to visit the 
mountain at tlmt point, but his stay was short, ill .conseque.n~ of 
a favourable breeze springing up. 'Ve perceived thl>t :tb~ fooIf 
boats sailed at nearly an equal rate in light i>reezeB. bl.\t, ~t in 
strong winds the two larger ODes had the !l'iVlljltag~. ",~h"-9iil."!l 
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landed to sup the musquitoes beset us so furiously that we 
hastily despatched the meal and re-emharked, to (hiYe under 
easy sail hefore the current. They continued, however, to pur
sue us, and deprived us of' all rest. On our arrival, next Illom

ing, at the place of the first rapids, there was scarcely any appear
ance of broken water, and the sand-hank on which Augustus 
had been so perilously sit4ated in the preceding autumn, was 
entirely covered. This was, of COUfse, to he ascribed to illC 
~pring floods; the increase of water to produce such a change, 
must have exceeded six feet. ] n the afternoon we wefe over
taken hy a violent tlmnder-storm, with heavy rain, whidl made 
m; apprehensive 101' the pemmican, that spoils on being wct. 
It unfortunatdy happened that a convenient place for spreading 
out the bags that werc injured could not he found, uutil we 
readIed the Hare-Skin River, helow the Rampart Defile, which 
WlIS at nine o'clock. They were spread ont the next morning, 
with the other perishable part s of the cargo, amI we l'cmuincd 
ulltil tllCY were dry. 'Ve emharked at ten, and, aiued by a 
fa~ourable breeze, made good progress until six 1' .1\1" ""}len the 
threatening appearance of the douds induced us to put on shorc, 
and lfe had. but just coyercd the baggage before heavy rain 
feU, that continued througllOut the night. Four Hare ]ndialls 
('ame to the encampment, to whom dried meat and ammunition 
were given, as they were in W<lllt of' food from being unable to 
set their nets in the present high state of the water, These 
were the only natives seen since our departure from Fort N01'

~nan; they informed us, that, in consequence of not being able to 
procure a sufficiency of fish in the :Mackcnzic at this seaSOll, 
tlleir companions had withdrawn to gain their subsistence from 
the small lakes in the interior. 

We embarked.t half past one on the morning of the 1st of 
July;" The'sultry weather of the .'preceding day ma~c us now 
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feel more keenly the chill of a strong western br~e, aDd .*I>e 
mist which it brought on, about four hours after our departum. 
This winu, being contrary to the current, soon raised such high 
waves that the boats took in a great deal of water; and as we 
made but little progress, and were very cold, wc landed to kindle 
a fire, and prepare breakfast j after which we continued the 
voyage to Fort Good Hope, withon:t any of the interruptions 
from sand-banks that we had experienccd in the autumn. 

On our arrival we werc saluted with a discharge of musketry 
by a large party of Loucheux, who had been some time wniting 
at the fort. with their wives and families, for the purpose of 
seemg us. A fwr a short conference with l\iT. Bell, the master 
of t.he post, we were informed that these Indians had 1atc1y met 
a numerous party of Esquimaux at the Itcd Uiver, by aplJOint
n1ent, to purdmse their furs; and that in consequence of a mis
understullding rc~pecting some bargain, a quarrel had t:IlSUed 

between them, which fortunately terminated without bloodshed. 
'Ye conld Jlot, however, gain any satisfactory account of the 
TIlOVemeuts of the Esquimanx. The 'only answers to our re. 

peate<! qupstioJls on these points were, that the Esquimaux came 
in sixty canoes to ned. Rive)', and that they supposed them to 
have gone dmrn the castenl channel, for the purpose of fishing 
near its month. The c:hicf, however, informed us that he had 
mentioned our coming to their lands this spring, and that they 
]lad received the intelligence without comment; but from his 
not having alluded to this communication until the qnestipn 
WilS pressed upon him, and from the manner of his an8wering 
our inquiries, I thought it doubtful whether SlICh a eomlllWlica: 
tion had really been made. 

We had been led to expect much iDformation r_ .tbe,MN!.
cheux respecting the cbannels of the ri..er,Jand <*'>&,,cooi&t ,oo 
the east and west side near its. mouth" bIlt we _.~. 
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appointed. They 'vere ignorant of the channel we ought to 
follow in omer to arrive at the western mouth of the river; and 
the only intelligence they gave us r<'Specting the coast on 
that side was, that the Esquimaux represented it to be almost 
constantly beset by ice. 't'hey said also that they were unac
quainted with the tribes. who reside to the westward. Scveral 
of the party had been do,,;n the eastern channel. of which they 
made a rude sketch; a.nd their account of the coast on that side 
was, that, as tar as they were acquainted. with it, it was free from 
ice during the summer. 

Mr. C. Dease. the former master of Fort Good Hope, had 
retained two of the Louchcux to accompany the Expeditioll 
until we should meet the Esquimaux: they spoke a few words 
of the language. which they had learned during an occasional 
residence with the tribe that resides on the eastern border of 
the river. IJut the knowledge of the recent "transactiolls at Red 
Uiver had convinoocl. us that their presence would be more 
likely to irritate than pacify the ES'luimaux. We also dis
covered that their sole motive for accompanying us was the 
desire of trading with that people; and. further, that they ex
pected we should take their families and baggage in the boats. 
Their services were therefore declined; and a compensation was 
offered to them for their loss of time in waiting for us; but 
having fixed their minds 011 the gain to be derived from us and 
from the trade with the Esquimaux, they expressed great dis. 
appointment, and were very intemperate in their language. As 
I was anxious, fo~be sake of the trode at the post, to leave thew 
no room to complain "either of us, or of Mr. Dease who had actell 
for us, I spent several hours in dehate with them to very little 
purpooe, and .atlast discovered that the whole scene was got up 
fer the P""PO""'of"obtaining aJew more goods. My compliance 
with" their wish rendered them quite """tented. ~ afterwards 
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adde,l a present to the principal chief of the party, who still 
expre~s('d a wish to accompany us, but he frankly said that ifhe 
wcnt, all his young mcn must go also. They came jn the even
ing in great ~ood humour to exhibit their dances in front of our 
tcnt, a compliment we could well have dispensed with, as we 
were busy. 

Having a~certaincd that the Esqv.imaux were likely to be 
seen ill greater numhers than had been at l1rst imagined, I 
incrcascu the stock or presents from the store at this place, and 
l'xchangcd two of our guns, which were defective, that the party 
might have cntire confidence in their arms. And to provide 
agaimil llic casualty of either or hoth branches of the ExpeditioR 
]w.ving to return this way, I requested 1\h. Bell to store up as 
much meat ns lie could during the summer. " relearned from 
this gentleman that the ,"up}>l)' of meat at this post was very 
prccariuus, and tha! had we IlOt left the five bags of pemmican in 
the autumn, the residents wuuld Imyc hCC'll reduced to great dis
tl'es~ for food during the winter. Th('se hags were now replacL'll. 
The arrangements being concluded, we spent the grcah!r part 
of the Bight in writing to E ngland. I audrcssed to the Colonial 
Secretary an account of our proceedings up to this time, and I 
felt happy to·be ahle to state that we were C(luippcd with every 
rcquisite for thc Expedition. 

We quitted Fort Good Hope at five on the 2nd. In the 
passage down the river we were visited by several I .. ouchcux, who, 
the instant wc appeared, launched their can~cs, and carrie oW to 
welcome us. 'Ye landed, at their request, to Jmrchase fish j yet, . 
aftcr the bargain had been completed, lln old woman stepped for
ward, and would only allow of our :receiving two fish: she main
tained her point, and carried off the rest in spite of aU remon
strance. The natives were all clothed in new leathern dreues, 
and looked. much neater, and in better health, than 'last aut"mn. 
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Being anxious to reach the Red River, we continued rowmg 
against the wind until after midnight. On rcaching that place, 
the ground proved too wet for us to encamp; we, therefore, 
proceeded a short distance lower down, alld put up UlH]Cl' some 
sandstone cliffs, where there \\'as uut just roolll for the tents. 
As we were now Oil the borders of the ]~:sq\limaux territory, 
we devoted the following morning to clcauing the arnlS; and a 
gun, dagger, and ammunition, were i::isued to each person. " te 
had no reason, indeed, to apprchenu hO!-itility from the l:squi
maux, after the messages they had sent to 1·'ort J'ranklill, but 
vigilance and precaution are never to be omittcu ill intt'rcourse 
with strange tribes. 

l::mbarking at two in the afternoon of the 3rd, we soon entered 
the expansion of the river whence the uiffercnt channels uranch 
off, and steering along thc westcrn shore, we came to the head of 
a branch that flowed towards the ltoeky l\lolltntain rangc. lking: 
anxion's not to take the eastcrtl dctachment out of their courst.!, 
I immediately cncamped to make the w:::cessary arrangemeJlts 
for the separation of the parties. The warm clothing, shoes, 
and articles for presents, had uecn previously put up in separate 
packages, uut the provi:-;iollS rCllluillcd to he diviucu, which was 
done in due proportion. Twenty-six babl'S of pcmmic<tll, and 
two of grease, were set apart for the lJolp11in and UnioJl, with a 
supply of arrow-root, macaroni, flour. and portable soup, making 
in aU eighty days' provision, with an allowance for wastc. The 
Lion and Ucliance received thirty-two bags of pemmican, anc.I 
two of grease, ... wlth sufficient al'row-root, &c., to make their 
supply proportionate to that of the casterH party. l'rovidcu 110 
accident occurred, neither. party could he in absolute want for 
the wholesummcr, because at two-thirds allowance the pemmican 
could be made.to last one hundred days; and we had reason to 
-expeot to meet with deer occasionally. 
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In the evening I delivered my instructions to Dr. Richardson, 
they were in substance as follows :-H'e was to take under his 
charge l\{r. E. N. Kendall, and ten men, and proceed in the 
Dolphin and Union to survey the coast between the Mackenzie 
and Copper-l\fine Rivers. On reaching the latter river, he w~ 
to travel by land to the northeast arm of Great Bear Lake, where 
Deaulieu was ullder orders to meet him with a boat for the 
conveyance of his party to J'ort Franklin. }Jut if he should be 
50 muc:h delayed on t.he coast as to have 110 prospect of reaching 
the Copper·Mine River by the close of August. or the llear 
I .. ake Portage by the 20th of'September, he was not to expose 
hilHSdf or hi:-::; party to risk by persevering beyond the 15th 
or 20th of August, but was to return to Fort Franklin by the 
way of the Mackenzie, or by any other route he might discover. 
The ollly cause of Tt'gret I JUJd rc~pecting the equipment of 
the eastern prlrty W.{""i my being unable to provide Dr. Richaruson 
with a chronometer, the main-springs of two out of the three 
chronometers furllishetl to us having been broken. I borrowed, 
however, from lVIr. Dease, a watch, made by lJarraud, to enable 
~Jr. Kendall to obtain the 10llgitude by lunar distances. They 
were likewise provided with that excellent instrument Massey's 
Log; and knowing Mr. Kendall's intimate acquaintance with 
marine surveying, I had no doubt of his being al>le to make a 
correct survey of'the coast. The spot where the above arrange.. 
ments were made, bears tlle name of Point Separation, and lies 
in latitude 67' 38' N .• longitude 133' 53' W. 

As the parties entertained for each oth9..! ·sentiments of 
true friendship and regard. it will easily be imagined that the 
evening preceding our separation was spent in the most cordW. 
and cheerful manner. We felt that we were only iep&I'IItV.g te 
be employed on services of equal interest; and we looked ~ 
ward with delight to our next meeting. when. after" Ma.""'*"" 



OF THE POLAR SEA. 95 

termination, we might recount the incidents of our respective 
voyage8. The best supper our means afforded was provided, 
and a ~o.wl of punch crowned the parting feast. 

We were joined by an elderly Louchcux, who ga\'e us a better 
account of the eastern and western channels than 'we had 
hitherto obtained. "The west branch," he said, " would take us 
to the sea, and flowed the whole way at no great distance from 
the mountains." "The eastern 'vas a gooll channel, anll passed 
close to the hills on that side," lIe further informed us that the 
Esquimaux were generally to be found on au island in t.he 
eastern channel, but were seldom seen in the western branch. 
He W3l:i, however, unacquainted with the coast, and we found 
afterwards that he knew little about the movemenls of the 
}~squimaux. 

13y six in the morning of the 4th the boats were an laden, and 
l'eady for departure, It was impossible not. to l1e struck with 
the diffb'ence between our present complete state of' equipment 
and that Oil which we had embarked on our former disastrous 
voyage. Instead of a frail bark canoe, and a scanty supply of 
food, we were now about to commence the Rca voyage in cx
C<'llent boats, stored with tIn'cc mouths' provision. At lh. 
Richardson's desire the western party embarked first. lre 
and his companions saluted us with three hearty cheers, which 
were warmly returned; and as ,,·c wel'e passing round the 
point that was to hide them from our "iew, we perceived then1 
also embarking. Augustus was ra.ther melancholy, as might 
havel>een expe~ on his parting from Ooliglmck, to proceed he 
knew~not whither; but ,he rccoyerell his wonWd flow of ~pirits 
b1tbe ,~ng. 
, The _tun "","~l< were distributed as follows ;-

1826, 
July, --

'I'lI\. ~(l;,y . 

4th. 



1826 . 
.J uly. 
~ 

\\'e.lllcsdll'j. 
alh. 

96 SECOND JOURNEY TO THE SnORES 

LION. 

.I "hn Fl'unklill, Cllp/aill R. N. 

Willi;!,u DUU"ilU, Co"hu·{jil/. 

'flllllIlH<; ttl ntth.,w~ , Cltrp':III~r. 

lJ lLSt;I \' I1 S Air,l, IIml'm"IJ. 

« {'urge WilsplI, Ma rille. 

AI,\,hilml .1 Stt'\\,~II'!, ..... "Mi,;r. 

]\;"il ) fa c D Ull'll.] . r "!/(/!f,'·r. 
A"g-Il~tllS, EWI"imllllJ'. 

REJ .. IANCE. 

G.'(lrg<, lhek, Ljwl,~uall l It l't. 
nuberl Spinh, Cuef,:,tW(lill. 

llo111'rl Il nllmn, C('''pl. of ltfarilll!! . 

Clmrll's Mackenzj(" Bowman. 

AJCl1l,ul.:r Currie, It[jddl~ M ali. 

Hol,er! Spcllcr, lJiUu 

Al.' xis Vil'i" r, CUI/udi(lil. 

1~n1Ht:ui s Fdix. lJilIo. 

0111' eOlil'Sc was directly towards the Uocky ).o[ountaill range, 
till wc C(lille neal'thc low la1ld that skirts its base ; where, iol~ 

lowing thc dc('pcst challuel, we tumeu to the llorthwftl'cl. I was 
dc;,; il'OH ~ "I' ('oa:-:ti ng tlll"~ maiH shore, but findillg some of the 
westt.~rJ\mo~t branches too RhaHow, we kept. on the olltsilic of 
threc i s1and~ fol' auout twche miles, WhCll we entered the 
challll('l dJat washes the west :s ide uf Simp:-ioll 's Islaml. Jt W(lS 

windillg. and its breadtll :-;ehlOIIl cxcecdctl a {Iuarter of a mile. 
DUl'illg Oil!' progr( 1)s we occasjonally (;aught a glimpse of the 
Uoeky .Muunlaills, ",hidl was an agreeable relief to the ypry dull 
pidure that the muddy islalHls in O~l' Heiglluoul'hooU afforded. 
"\rc hal ted to brcakf~lst just before 110011 , and observed the lati. 
tude 67" !J l ' N . 

1n the afternoon oJle d ecr was seen, and many swans and 
geese; we did J1(,t tire at tht'IH, for fear of alarming any Esqui
maux that might he ncar. l:nc,:unped at eight P.M., opposite 
Simpson's I slaml, ill latitude 680 13' N., longitude 1340 27' 'V. 
The boats were secured without discharging the cargoes, and 
two men wcre l)laccu 011 guaru, to be relieved ~ery two hours. 

'Ve set forwaru at four A.M., with a. favourable breeze, and 
made good progress, though the river was very winding. At 
eight we entered a branch that turned to the westward round 
the point of Halkett Island into the channel washing the main 
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shore. 'Ve soon afterwards arrived at a spot where alal'gc bouy 
of Esquimaux had been encamped in the spring, and supposing 
that they might revisit this place,.a present of an ice-chisel, kettle, 
and knife, was hung up in a conspicuous situation. Soon after 
wc had entered the channel that flows by the main shore, we 
first perceived lop-sticks, or pine trees, divested of their lower 
branches, for the purpose of land-marks, and therefore concluded 
it was much frequented by the Esquimaux. Our course was 
then altered to N.W., and we soon passed the last of the ,,,,ell
wooded islands. The spruce fir-t.rees tp.rminat{~fl in lat.itude 
68" :36' N.; and dwarf wmows only grew below this part. . A 
vcry picturesque "icw was obtained of the Rocky Mountains, 
and we saw the entire outline of their peaked hills, table-land, 
and quoin-shaped terminations. Two loft.y ranges were fronted 
by a lower line of round-uaeked hills, ill which we perceived the 
~t.rata to be horizontal, and the stone of a yenow colour. A few 
miles lower down we. found hills of'sand close to the west bonier 
of the river. We passed several desertea huts, and in onc ~pot 
sa~v many chips and pieces of split drift~wood, that appeared to 
Imvc been recently cut. The channel varied in breadth [i'om It 

lJaIf to three_quarters of a mile, hut, except in the stream of the 
current, the water was so shallow as scarcely to float the hoats, 
and its greatest depth did not exceed five feet. We landed at 
eight P.M., on IIalkett Island, intending to encamp, hut owing 
to tbe swampiness of tbe ground the tent could not be pitched. 
Having made a fire and .cooked our supper, we retired to sleep 
under the eoveriggs of the boats, whicb afforded us good shelter 
Trom a gale artd heavy rain that came on before midnight. Lati
tude 68" .39' N., longitude 135" 35' W • 

. The continuance of stormy weatber detained us until two P .M. 

oftbe 6tb, .when. the .rain ceasing, we embarked. After passing 
through the expans.ion of the river near tbe west extreme of Hal-
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kett Island, we turned into the narrower and more winding chaa
nel, between Colvill Island and the main. A fog ooming on at 
eight P.M. we encamped, in latitude 68° 48' N~ longitude 136° 4' 
W.; temperature of the air 42°, that of the water being .4t' il1 
the middle of the stream. Several of ~he glaucous gulls were seen, 
and this cireunllrt.snce, as well as a line of bright cloud to the 
N. '''. resembling the ice-blink, cony-iuced us that the sea was 
not far ott: A rein-deer appearing near the encampment, two 
men were sent after it, who returned unsuccessful. Augustus 
obtained a goof.lC fOT ~nppet'. Many geese, swans, and ducks,: had. 
been seen on the marshy 8hores of the island in the course of 
the day. 

The night was cold, and at day-light on the 7th the thermo
meter indicatNl 36°. Embarking at four A.M. we sailed down 
the riYer for two hours, when our progress was arrested by the 
shallowness of the water. ITaving endeavoured, without effect, 
to drag the boat..., over the flat, we remounted the stream to 
examine an opening to the wpstward, which we had passed •• On 
reaching the opening we found the current setting through it 
into the Mackenzie, by which we knew that it could not aflbrd a 
passage to the sea, but we pulled up it a little way, in the hope 
of obtaining a view over the surroundjng low grounds from the 
top of an ESfIuimaux house which we saw before us. A low 
fog, which had prevailed all the morning, cleared away_ and we 
discovered that the stream we had now ascended issued from <l 

chain of lakes lying betwixt 'us and the western hills, 'Which . ......, 
about six miles distant, the whole interveoillf! .country betw .... 
the hills and the Mackenzie being flat. 

After ohtaining an observation fur longitude in. 180° '19'. W. 
alld taking the bearing of sev.,...} remarkable pointl'oC tile Rc;jd<y 
Mountain range, we ~retQmed to the Maok.eulie, .... d ~OS,.* 
shallow. ",hiehhad belCre. impeded, us, iJy> f:oking;pait ~. 



"or THE 'POLAR SEA. 99 

boats' cargoes ever at a time, we came in .ight of the mouth of 
the river. . Whilst the crews were stowing the bouts, I obtained 
an observation fQl' latitude in 68° 53' N., and having walked 
towards the mouth of the river, discovered on an island, ",,"hich 
formed the east side of tho bay into which the river opened, a 
crowd of tents, with many Esquimaux strolling amongst them. 
I instantly hastened to the boats, to make preparations for 
opening a commuuication ~ith them, agreeably to my instruc
tion.. A selection of articles for presents and trade being 
made, the rest of the lading was closely covered up; the arms 
were inspected, antI every man was directed to keep his gun 
ready for immediate use. I had previously informed Lieutenant 
l1ack of my intention of opening the communication with the 
Esquimaux. by landing amongst them~ accompanied only by 
Augustus; and I now instructed him to keep the boa1 s afloat, 
and the crews with their arms ready to support us in the event 
of the natives proving hostile; but on BO account to fire until he 
was convinced that our safety eouM be secured iu no other way. 
I-faving received an impression from the narratives of different 
navigators that the sacrifices of life which hau occu.rred in their 
interviews with savagc~ had been generally occasioned by the 
crews mistaking noise and violent gestul'es for decided hostility, 
I tllOught it necessary to explain my sentiments on this point to 
all the men, and peremptorily fi>rbade their firing till I set the 
example, or till they were ordered to do so by Lieutenant Back. 
They were also forbidden to trade with the natives on any pre. 
tence, and we;S:,PJ:dered to lea"e every thing of that kind to the 
officers. 

On quitting the channel of the river we entered into th .. bay, 
"hich was about six miles wide, with an unbounded· prospect to 
_ward..""ul steered towatdo the tents under easy ssil, with the 
enai~ flyiag . . The water became shalluw as we drew towatdo the . -

1828. 
July. -7<h. 



1826. 
July. 

--,..-
7th. 

100 SECOND 'JOURNEY TO THE SHORES 

isl.aDd, and the boats touched the ground when about a mile from 
~be 'beach; we shouted, and made signs to 'the Esquiinaux 
to come off, and then pulled a short way back to await their 
arrival in de'eper water. Three canoes instantly put' off from 
dle bore, and before they could reach ~s others were launched 
in such quick succession, that the whole space between the 
. d and the boats was covered by them. The Esquimaux 
canoes . contain only one per on, and are ' named kaiyacks; 
but they have a kind of open boat capable of holding six or 
eight people, which is named oomiak, The' men alone use 
the kaiyack , f and the oomiaks are allotted to the women and 
children. . We endeavoured to count their numbers as they 
approached, . and had proceeded 'as far as seventy-three canoes, 
and five oomiaks, when t.he sea became so crowded b fre h 
arrivals, that we could advance no farther in our reckoning. 
The three headmost canoes were paddled by elderly men; who, 
most probably, had been selected to open the communication. 
Th~y advanced towards us with much caution, halting when 
just within speaking distance, until t~ey had been as ured 
of our friendship, and repeatedly invited by Augustus to . ap
proacn and receive the present which I offered to them Au
gustus ne t explai.J:.-cd to them in detail the purport of our vi it, 
and told them that if we succeeded in finding a navigable 
clUtnnel for large ships, a trade highly beneficial to them would 
be opened. They were ' delighted with this intelligence, and 
repeated it to their countrymen, who testified their joy by 
tossing their hands aloft; and raising the m'o~~afening hout 
of applause I ever heard. ' 

After the ' first pre ent, I resolved to bestow 'no more gratui
tously, but always to exact something, however small, in return; 

e three elderly men readily offered the ornaments they wore 
in their cheeks, their arms, and knives, in exchange for the 
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articles I gave them. Up to this time the first three were the 
only kaiyacks that had ventured near the boats, but the natives 
aroun.t.l us had now increased to two hundred and fifty or three 
hundred persons, and they all became anxious to share in the 
lucrative trade which they finw ~stnhlislwd; and pressed eagerly 
upon us, offering for sale their hows, arrows, and spears, which 
they had hitherto kept concealed within their canoes. I en
deavoured in vain, amidst 'the clamour and bustle of trade, to 
obtain some information respecting the coast, but finding the 
natives becoming more and more importunate and troublesome, 
I uetermined to leave them, and, therefore, directed the boats' 
heads to be put to seaward. N otwithstandiJlg the forwardness 
of the Esquimaux, which we attributed solely to the desire of a 
rude people to obtain the novel articles they saw in our posses
sion, they had hitherto shown HO unfriendly disposition ; and 
when we told them of our intention of goi!olg to sea, they ex
pressed no desire to detain us. but, 011 the contrary, when the 
Lion grounded in the act of' turning. they assisted us in the 
kiHdest manner by dragging her round. This manreuvre 
was Hot of much advantage to us, for, from the rapid ebbinK 
of the tide, both boats lay aground; and the Esquimaux told 
us, through the medium of Augustus, that the whole bay was 
alike fiat, which we afterwarus found to be correct. 

An accillent happened at thhi time, ,,,hich was productive of 
unforeseen and very anno)ling consequences. A kaiyack being 
overset by one of the Lion's oars, its ownt.!r was plunged into the 
water with his.,,)~li!ad in the mud, and apparently in danger of 
being drowne8: 'Ve instantly extricated him from his unpleasant 
situation, and took him into the boat until the water could be 
thrown out of his kaiy"aek; and Augustus. seeing him shivering 
with cold, wrapped him up in his own great coat. At first he 
was exceedingly angry, but soon became reconciled to his situa ... 
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tion, and looking about, diScovered that we had many baleS; and 
other articles, in the boat, which had been concealed from the 
p"ople in the kaiyacks, by the coverings being carefully spread 
over all. He soon began to ask for every thing he saw, and ex
pressed much displeasure on our rcfm.;ng to comply with hiS 
demands; he also, as we aftc",~al'ds learned, excited the cupidity 
of others by his account of the incxh~ustible riches in the Lion, 
and sevt~ral of the younger men endeavoured to get into both 
our boats, but we resisted all their attempts. Though we had 
not hitherto observed any of t1lCm stealing, yet they showed so 
much desire to obtain my flag, that I had it furled and put out 
of sight. as well as every thing else that I thought could prove 
a temptation to them. They continueu, however, to press upon 
us so cJo:sely, and made so many efforts to get into the boats, 
that I accepted the offer of' two chiefs, who said that if they were 
allowed to come iUf they would keep the others out. For a time 
they kept their word, and the crews took advantage of the 
respite thus afforded, to endeavour to force the boats towards 
the river into deeper water. The Reliance floated, but the 
Lion was immovable, aml Lieutenant Back dropping astern 
again made his boat fast to the Lion by a Tope. At this time 
one of the Lion's erew perceived that the man whose kaiyack 
had been upset had a pistol under his shirt, and was about to 
take it from him, but I ordered him to desist, as I thought it 
might have been purchased from the Loucheux. It had been, 
in fact, stolen from Lieutenant Back, and the thief, perceivin~ 
our attention directed to it, leaped out of the hoat, and joined 
hi. countrymen, carrying with him the great coi.t which A .... 
gustu. had lent him. 

" The water had now ebbed so far, tbat it was not knee deep at 
tbe boats, and the younger men wading in crowds aiound ~ 
tried to steal every thing within theit" reach; lilyiy. 'however. 



OF THE POLAll SEA. 103 

and with 80 much dexterity, as .hnoot to escape detection. The 
moment this disposition was manifested, I directed the crews 
not to suffer .~Y one to come alongside, and desired Augustus to 

tell thf1 two chiefs, who still remained seated in the Lion, that 
the noise and confu.."ion l\Cl'AAioncd by the crowd around the 
boats greatly impeded our exertions; and that if they would go 
on shore and leave us for the present, we would hereafter return 
from . the ship which we 'expected to meet near this part of 

• the coast, with a more abundant supply of goods. They received 
this communi~tion with much apparent satisfaction, and jump. 
ing out of the boats repeated the speech aloud to their com
panions. From the general exclamation of "teyma," which 
followed, and from perceiving many of the elderly men retire to 
a distance, I conceived that they acquiesced in the propriety of 
the sugge~tion, and that they were going away, but I was 
much deceived.- They only retired to concer.t a plan of attack, 
and retw-ned in a short time shouting some words which Au
gustus could not make out. ,V C SOOll, however, discovered their 
pUTllOrt, by two of the three chiefs who were on board the Reli
ance, jumping out, and, with the others who hurried to their 
assistance, dragging her towards the gnuth shore of the river. 
Lieutenant Back desired the ehief who remained with him to 
tell them to desist, but he replied by pointing to the beach, 
and 'repeating the word teyma, teyma, with a good·naturL'<I. 
smi~. . He said, however, something to those who were 
seaUd ,in the oanoesthat were alongside, on which they threw 
their long .kniv~ ~nd arrows into the boat, taking carc, in 80 

doing, tha.t the Juw,dles and f~hered ends were turned toward~ 
the crew, as ·an indication of pacific intentions. 

& ; ..... 11:1 .. ,l" pe"";~the Beliaoce moving under the efforts 
oI',tt..~ I direcUd the Lion'. crew to endeavour to follow 

- , .. , .• '. ' . - ' .-, " . . 
~~.!":'If' ,lloat 1'eIII!"-I, fast, until t~ Eilqui.maw.: lent theit 
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aid and dragged her after the R ·liance. Two of the most powerful 
m n, jumping on board at th same time, eized me by the wri ts 
and forced 'me to sit between them; and as I shook th m loose 
two or three times, a third E quimaux took his tation in front 
to catch my arm when ver I attempted to lift my guri, or the 
broad dagg r which hung by my ·side. The whole way to the 
~hore they kept" rep ating the word" teyma," beatinC1 gently on 
my left breast with their hands, and 'pre inu mine against their 
breasts. As we neared the beach, two oomiaks, full of women, 
.arrived, and the "teymas" and vociferation were redoubled. 
The Reliance was fir t brought to the shore, and the Lion close 
to' her a few econds afterwards. The three men who held me 
no 'leaped ashore, ' and tho e who had remained in their canoes 
taking them out of the water, carried them to a little di tance . 
. A num' rou party then drawing ' their knives, and' stripping 
them elves to the, waist, ran to the Reliance, and having first 
hauled her a far up as they could, began a regular pillage, 
hariding the articles to the women, who, ranged in a row behind, 
quickly conveyed them out of sight. Lieutenant Back an\! his 
crew strenuously, but good":'humour~dly, resisted the attack, and 
re cu d many things from their grasp, but they were overpowe'red 
by rium bel'S, and had even orne difficulty in preserving their 
arms. One. fi llow had the audacity to snatch Vivier's knife 
from his breast, and to cu~ the buttons from his coat, whilst 

. thr e stout E quimaux surrounded Lieutenant Back with up- • 
lifted daggers,' and wer,e incessant in their· demands for whatever 
attracted their attention, especially for the an~!lOr buttons which 
he wore on hi ' waistcoat. In thi juncture a youhg chief coming 
t~ his aid, drove the a' ailants away. In their retreat .they carried 
off a wri ing desk and cloak, which the chief rescued, and then 
seating himself on Lieutenant Back's knee, he endeavoured to 
.persuade his countrymen to desist by vociferating" teyma teyma," 
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and was, indeed, very actilt in saving whatever he could from 
thei r depredations. The Lion had hitherto been beset by 
smaller numbers, and her crew; by firmly keeping their seats 
on the cover spread over the cargo, and by beating the natives 
off with the butt-enas oS their muskets, had been able to 
prevent .any ,~ article of importance from being carried away. 
But as soon"'~ as I perceived that the work of plunder was going 
on so actively in the neli~nce, I went with Augustus to assist 
in repressing the tumult; aDd our bold and active little inter
preter rushed-... among the cron'd on shore, and harangued them 
on their treacherous conduct, until he was actually hoarse. 
In a short time, however. I was summoned back by Duncan, 
who called out to me that the Esquimaux had now commenced 
in earnest to plunder the Lion, ano; . on my return, I found the 
sides of the boat lint..~ with men as thick as they could stand, 
bra1ldishing t~ir knives in the most· furiou.s manner, and at
tempting to seize every thing that was mbvabl~; whilst another 
party was ranged on the outside reacl.y to bear away the stolen 
ao6Os. The Lion's crew still kept their seats, but as it was o • . 
impossible for so sroaU a number to keep off such a formidable 
<111(1 determined body, several articles were c..'\rried off: Our 
principal object was to prevent the ioss of the arms, oars, or 
masts, or any thing on which the continuance of the voyage, or 
our personal safety, depende9. l\![any attempts were made to 

purloin the box containing the astronomical instruments, and 
Duncan, after thrice ·rescuing it from their hands, made it fast 
to his leg with ~ cord. determined that they should drag him 
·,,,yay also if they took it. . 

In the whole of this unequal contest, the self-possession of our 
men was not more C'onspicuous than the coolness with which the 
Esquimaux rect>ived the heavy blows dealt to them with the 
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but ts of the muskets. nut at lengt~ irritated at being so often 
foiled in their attempts; several of them jumped on board and 
forcibly endeavoured to take the daggers and shot-belts that 
were about the men's persons; and I myself was engaged with 
three of them who were trying to disarm me. Lieutenant Hack 
perceiyj,ng om' situ3:tion, and fully appreciating my motives in 
not coming to extremities, had the kil}dness ,to send to my assis
tance the young chief who had protected him, and who, on his 
arrival, drove my antagonists out of tbe boat. I then saw that 
my crew were nearly overpowered in the fore part of'the boat, 
and hastening to their aid~ I fortunately arrived' in time to pre
"ent George 'Yi:lsun from discharging the 'contents of his mus
ket into tI,e body of an Esquimaux. He had received a pro
vocation of which I was ignorant until the next day, for the 
fellow had struck at him with a knife, and cut through bis coat 
and waistcoat ; and it was only after the affray ,V1ts over that I 
learned that GustUYUS Aird, the bowman of the Lion, and three 
of the Reliance's crew, Imd also narr~wly escaped ,from being 
wounded, their clothes being cut by' the blows made at them 
with kniyes. No sooner was the bow cleared of one set of marau
ders than another party commenced their operations at the stern. 
1\1y gun was now the object of the struggle. which was beginning 
to assume a more serious complexion, when the whole of the, Es
quimaux suddenly fled, and hid themselves behind the drift timber 
and canoes on the bea.h. It appears that by the exertions of the 
crew, the Reliance was again afloat, and Lieutenant nack wisely 
judging that this was the proper moment for mor~ active inter
ference, directed his men to level their muskets, which had pro
duced that sudden panic. The Lion happily floated soon after, 
and both were retiring from the beacb, when the Esquimaux 
having recovered from their consternation, put their kaiyacks in 
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the water, and were preparing to follow us; but I desired Au
gustus to say that I would shoot the first man who C<"lme within 
range of our muskets, which prevented them. 

It was now about eight o'clock in the evening, and we had 
been engaged in this har3$sing contest for "several hours, yet the 
only things of importance which they had carried off were the 
mess canteen and kcttles, a tent, a bale containing hlankets aud 
shoes, one of the men's bags, and the jib-sails. The other articles 
they took could well be spareu, and'they would, in fact, have beeu 
distributed a!llongst them., had they remained quiet. The place 
to which the boats were dragged is designated by the name of 
I)il1Hge Point. I cannot sufficiently praise the fortitude am] 
obellience of botli the boats' crews in abstaining from the use of 
their arms. In the first instance I had been influenced by the 
desire of preventing unnecessary bloodshed, and afterwards, when 
the critical situation of my party 1night ha,,~ well warranted me 
in employing more decided means for their defence, I st ill endea
,"oured to temporize, being cOllvinced that as long as the boats 
lay agrounu, and we were beset by such numbers, armed with 
long knives, bows, arrows, and spears, we could not use fire-arms 
to au\'antage. The howling of the women, anu the clamour of 
the men, proved the high excitement to which they had wrought 
themselves; and I ~m still of opinion that, mingled as we were 
with them, the first blood ,,'e had shed would have been instantly 
revclIged by the ~erifice of all our lives. 

'J'he preceding llaI'rative shows thali bad as the genCl'al conduct 
of the Esquimaux was, we had some active friends amongst them; 
and I was particularly desirous of cultivating a good understand
ing with them, for we w~re as yet ignorant of the state of the ice 
at sea, and did not know how long we should have to remain in 
their neighbourhood. I was determined, however, now to keep 
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them at Day, and to convince them, if' they made any further 
attempts to annoy us, that our forbearance had. proceeded from 
good-';Yill, and not from the iv.ant of th~ power to punish them. 
We It ii ot gone abov.e it quarte of a mile from Pillage Point 
befi re t e boats again took the ground at the distance of one 
hundred and 'fifty yard from the shore; and having ascertained 
by the lll, ;~vading in every direction,. tnat tn~re was no deeper 
water, we-made' the .bo .ts fast side by side, and remained in that 
situation five hours. . ;J , ' ..... 

hartly after the boat had been secured, seven or eight of the 
natives walked along the beach, and .-carrying on a conversatian 
wi h Augu tu , invited hiu.l ,to ~ CQ eren n hore.f was at first 
'very tmwilling to permit him o~ go, but the brave little fellow 
entreated 0 earnestly that I would sutfer'hlm to land and reprove 
the E quimaux for their conduct, that.! at iength consented, and 
the 'more l'eadily, 0.1} seeing that the young chief who had acted 
in 0 friendly a manner was among t the· .Jlumber on the beach. 
lJy. the time that Augustus reached the shore, t e number of Es
quimaux amounted to forty, and we watched with great al1xie_~y 
the animated conversation he carried on with them. On his 
r turn he told us thqt its purpor:t tva a 1'ollbVl . :-" Your con
duct, said be, " has been very bad, and un ike that of all other 
E qui'tnaUx. .PIne of, JO,U e,'en tole from m.e, your -countryman, 
but hat I do n<>t mind; I only regret that you should have 
treated in thi viol-nt manna' the .white people who came. olely 
to do you kindne s. My tribe were in the same unhappy . tate 
in which you now are, befor the whit people ~me 0 Churchill, 
but at present they are supplied with,"'every thing they need, . 
ano you see that r am well clothed; . I get all that I want, 
and 'am ery com'fortable. You C8nnt>t xpect, aftei the tran -
~ction of thi day, that these people will eve! bring good to 
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your country again" unl you -how your contrition by returninO' 
the tolen goods. The white , peoEle love the E quimaux, and 
wi h to h w em the arne kindne that tlley be ,tow upon the 
Indian : dO' -hot deceive. your elves, and uppo e that they are 
afraid of you; I tell you. they are not, and that it i entirely 
owing to th ir humanity that many of you were· not killed 
to-day; for they have all gun , with which they can destroy you 
either when near or at a dl tance. I al 0 have a gnn, and can 
assure you that if ~ 'w~ite man had fall n, I would have been 
the first t() nave l' v nged ros death." 

The veracity of Augustus wa b yond all que tion with l.lJ'; 
such a speech dalivered in a circle of forty armed men, was a 
remarkable in.stance of personal courage. 'Ve could perceivc, by 
the shouts of applau e with which they filled the pau e in his ' 
hal'angue, that they as ented to his arguments, and he told 
us that they had expr sed great sorrow fOl having given 'us 
so much cau e of off' nce, and plead d, in mitigation of their ' 
conduct, that they had never een white people before,- that 
every t~ng in our po e sion wa 0 new to them, and 0 de i-

. rable, that they could not re i t the temptation of tealinO', and 
begged him to a ure u that they never would do the like again, 
for they were anxiou~ to be on terms of friend hip with w, that 
they might partake of the benefi.ts which his tribe derived f!'Om 
their intercoUl' e with the white people. I told Augu tu to 
put their 'sincerity to ate te t by des~ring them to bring back a 
large kettle and the tent, which th y did, to ether with orne 
shoes, havillg eut for them to the i land whither t~ey had b en 
conveyed. After thi act of re titution, Augu tus requ ted 0 be 
permitted to joil). a dance to which they had invited him, and he 
wa , for upwards of an hour, engaged in dancing and inging 
with all his might in the mid t of a company who were all armed . - . , 
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with knives, or bows and arrows. He afterwards told us that he 
was much delighted on finding that thc words of the song, and 
the diffcrent attitudes of the dances, were precisely Flimilar to 
thosc used in his own country when a fri cndly meeting took 
place with strangers. Augustus nqw learned from them that 
thcrc was IT' regular cbb and Row of the tide in this bay, and that 
when the .sun came round to a particular point there would be 
watcr enough· to float the boats, if we kept along thc western 
shore. This comm unication relieved me ii'om much anxiety, 
for the water was perfectly fresh, and from the Rood-tide having 
]>3ssed unperceived whilst we were engaged with the Esquimaux, 
it appl'(ll"cd h1 us to havt! been subsiding for the prect.>ding 
twelve hours, \yhich naturally excited doubts of o~r beinp able 
to effect a passaA'c to the sea in this direction. 

The Esquimaux gradually retired as the night advanced; and 
when there were only a few remaining, two of our men were 
sent to a fire. which they had made, to prepare chocolate 'tor the 
refreshment of the party. Up to this period we remained seated 
in the boats, " 'ith our illuskets in our hands, and kecpi~g a ~ ; 
vigilant look out on Augustus, and the natives around him-:- As 
they had foretold, the water began t.p flow about midnight, and 
by half past onc in the morning of the 8th it was sufficiently 
deep . to allow of our ilragging the boats forward to a part where 
thcy floated. "~e pulled along the western .shore about . six milcs, 
till the appearanee of the sky bespoke the immediate approach 
of a gale; and wc ··had scarcely landed before it came on ,\>ith 
violence, and at tended with so much swell as to compel us to 
unload the boats and drag them up on the bea.cl~. 

T he whole party having been exhausted hy the labour and 
run:iety of the ' preceding twenty-four hours, two men were 
appointed to keep watch, and the rest slept until eleven 
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o'clock in the morning, when \ve began to repair the damage 
which the sails and rigging had sustained from the attempts 
made by the Esquimaux to cut away the copper thimbles. 
'Ve were thus employed when Lieutenant Back espied, 
through the haze, the whole body of the Esquimaux paddling 
towards us. Uncertain of the purport -of their visit, and not 
choosing to open a conference with so large a body in a situation 
so disadvantageous as our present one, we hastened to launch 
the boats through the surf, and load them with our utmost 
speed; conceiving that when once fairly afloat, we could keep 

. any number at bay . . " 'e had scarcely pulled into deep water 
before some of the kaiyacks had arrived within speaking distance, 
and the man in the headmost one, holding out a kettle, called 
aloud that he wished to return it, and that the oorniak which 
was some distance behind, contained the things that had 
been stolen from us, whic~ they were desirou§ of restoring, and 
receiving in return any present that we might be disposed to 
give. I did not deem it prudent, !lOwever, for the sake of the 
few things in their possession which wc required, to ~azard their 
whole party collecting around us, and, therefore, desired Au
gustus to tell them to go back; but they continued to advance 
until I fired a ball ahead of the leading canoe, which had the 
desired effect-the -whole party veering rmmel, except four, who 
followed us for a little way, and then went back to join thejr 
companions~ 

I have -been minute in my details of our proceedings with 
these E.quimaux, for ·the purpose of elucidating the character of 
tI;e people we had t.o deal with;. and I feel tI,at the account 
would be incOmplete w\thout the mention, in this place, of some 
communications roa,de to us in the month of August following, 
which fully explained the motive~ of their conduct. We 
learned that up to the time that the k~yack was ~pset, the 
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1826. E quirilaux were actuated hy the- most fri~ndly feelings towards 
July. ' , -
'-v-' u, but th~t the fellow whom we had treated so kindly after the 

acciden; disc(i}vering what the boats contained, proposed -to the 
younger ,men ·to ' pillage ,them. This suggestion was buzzed 
about, andled to the co~ferenc~ whicn the old rnen h~ld together 
when I desired them to go away, in which the robbery was de
cided upon, and a pretty general V1ish was expre ed that it 
should. be attended with the total massacre· of our party. Pro
videntially a few suggested the impropriety ' of including Au- , 
gustus ; and for a reason which could scarcely have been imagined. 
"If we kill him;' said they, "no more white people. will ' visit our 
land ,. an we hall lose the opportunity of getting another sup
ply of their valuable goods; but if we spn.re him, he Cfl:n be sent 
back with a story which we shall invent to induce another party of 
white people to come among us." This argument prevailed at the 
time; but after tne interviews with Augustus at the dance, they 
retired to their island, where they were so much inflamed by th~ 
sight of the valuable articJ&s which they had obtained, that 
they all, witpnut exception, regretted that they had allowed us to / 
~scape. Whi~e in thi frame of mind the smoke of our fire being 
djscovere~ a consultation ~as immediately held"and a very artful 
plan laid for the destruction of the party; including Augustus, 
whom they conceived to·b,e so ~r~y attached to' us that it was in 

;vain to attempt to win rum to their cause. They expected to find 
u,s on hore; but to provide against the boats getting a way if we 
should have embarked, they caus~ ,some ~ettles to b~ fastened 
con picuously to the leading kajyack, in o~der to induce us to 
stop. The kaiyacks ~ere then, to be placed-in such a position as 
to :hampel the boat$, and tneir owners were to k:eep us in play 
until the whole party had come up, when the attack was to 
commence: T~ro~lt)he blessing of Provid~nce, their scheme 
was frust~ted. 
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But to resume the narrative of the voyage. The breeze 
became moderate and fair; the sails were set, and we passed 
along the coast in a 'V.N.W. direction, until eleven in the even
ing, 'when we halted on a low i land, covered with drift wood, 
to repair the sail , and to -put the boats in proper 4>rder for a 
sea voyage. The continuance and increi e of the favourable 
wind urged us to make ~ll po sible de patch, and at three in 
the morning of the 9th again embarking, we kept in tluee 
fathoms water at the distance of two miles from the land. After 
sailing twelve miles, our progress was completely stopped by the 
ice adhering to the shore, and stretching beyond the limits of our 
view to seaward. We could not effect a landing until we had gone 

. baCK some miles, as we had pas ed a ah et of' ice which wa fast 
to the shore; but at length a convenient spot being f<.>und, the 
boats were hauled up on the beach. We quickly ascended to 
the top of the bank to look around, and fr~m thence had the 
mortification to perceive that we had ju t arriv d in time to 
witne s the first rupture of the ice. The only lane of water in 
the direction of our course was that from which we had been 
forced to retr at: in every other part the ea appeared a firmly 
frozen as in winter; and even do e to our encampment the 
m~sses of ice were piled up to the height of thirty feet. Dis
couraging a was thi prospect, we had the con olation to know 
that our store of provi ion was sufficiently ample to allow of a 
few day , d~tention. . 
T~e coast in this part consi ts of black earth, unmixed with 

stone of any kind;. and its general elevation i from ixty to 
eighty feet, though in some places it wells into hill of two 
hundred and fifty feet. A lev I plain, abounding in . malllak s, 
extends from the top of these banks ~o the ba e of a line of hill 
which lie in front of the Rocky Mountains. The plain wa 
clothed with grass and plants, then in Hower, sp cimens of which 
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