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were collected. 'Ve recognised in the nearest range of the 
Rocky Mountains, which I have named after my much-esteemed 
companion Dr. Richardson, the Fitton and Cupola Mountains, 
which we had seen from Garry I sland at the distance of sixty 
miles. Fe\\r patches of snow were ·visible on any part of the 
range. • 

Having' obtained observations for IQngitude and variation, we 
retired to bed abont eight A.M" but had only just fallen asleep 
when \"e were roused by the men on guard calling out that 8 

party of Esquimaux were close to the tents; and, on going out, 
we found ~he whole of our party under arms. Three,Esquimaux 
had come upon us unawares, and, in terror at seeing so many 
strangers, they werc on the point of discharging their arrows, 
when Augustus"s voice arre:ted them, and by explaining the 
purpose of our arrival, soon calmed their fears. Lieutenant 
Back and I having-made each of thcm a present, and received in 
return some arrows, a very amicable conference followed, which 
was managcd by Augustus with equal tact and judgment. It 
'was gratifying to observe our visitors jumping for joy as he 
pointed out the advantages to be derived from an intercourse 
with the white people, to whom they were now introduced for 
thc first time. '" e found that they belonged to a party whose 
tents were pitched about two miles from us; and as they were 
very desirous that their friends might also enjoy the gratification 
of seeing us, they begged that Augustus .would return with 
them to convey the invitation; which request was granted at 
his desire. 

Before their departure, marks being set up on the beach one 
hundred ansi fifty yards in front of the teut, and twice that dis
tance from the boats, they were informed that this was the 
nearest approach which any of their party would be permitted 
to make; ~nd that at this boundsry only would gifts be made, 
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and barter carried on. Augustus was likewise desired to explain 
to them the destructive power of our guns, and to assure them 
that every person would be shot who should pass the prescribed 
limit. This plan was adopted in all succeeding interviews with 
the Esquimaux. After five hours' absence Augustus returned, 
accompanied by twenty men and two elderly women, who halted 
at the boundary. They b.,d come without bows or arrows, by the 
desire of Augustus, and, foll owing his instruction, each gave 
Lieutenant Back and myself a hearty shake of the hand. We 
made presents to everyone, of beads, fish-hooks, awls, and 
trinkets; and that they might have entire confidence in the whole 
party, our men were furnished with beads to present to them. 
The men were directed to advance singly, and in such a 
manner as to prev~nt the Esquin~aux from counting. our num
ber, unless they paid the greatest attelltion, which they were 
not likely to do while their minds were occupied by a succession 
of novelties. 

Our visitors were soon quite at ease, and we were preparing 
to question them respecting the coast, and the time of removal 
.of the ice, when A ugustus begged that he might put on his 
gayest dress, and his medals, hefore the conference began. This 
was the work of a few seconds; but whcn he refurned, sur
prise and delight at his altered appearance ana numerous orna
ments so engaged their minds, that their attention could not be 
drawn to any other subject for the next half hour. "Ah," said 
an old man, taking up his medals, " these must have been made 
by such people as you have been describing, fol" none that we 
'have s~en could do any thing like it;" then taking hold of his 
coat, he IiSked " what kind of animal do these skins which you 
and the chiefs wear belong to ? we have none such in our country. oJ 

Thl' anehor buttons al,o excited their admiration. At length 
Q2 
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we managed to gain their attention, and were informed that, as 
soon as the wind should blow strong from the land, the ice 
might be expected to remove from the shore, so as to open a 
passage for boats, and that it would remain in the offing until 
the reappearance of the stars. "F'urther to the westward," 
they continued, " the icc often adheres to the land throughout 
the summer ; and when it docs brt!a1:: away, it is carried but a 
short distance to seaward, ami is brought back whenever a 
strong wind blows on the coast. If there be any chann els in 
those parts, they are unsafe for uoats, as the ice is continually 
tossing about. " ,: ' Ve wonder, therefore," they said, "that you 
arc Jlot pl'ovideJ wit.h sledges and dogs, as our men are, to travel 
along the laud, when these interruptions occur." T hey con
cluded by. warning us not to stay to the west1\·ard after the·stari 
could be seen, because the winds would then blow strong from 
the sea, and pack tr.e icc on the shore. On further inquiry we 
learned that this party is usually employed, during the summer, 
in catching whales and seals, in the vicinity of' the l\iackenzie, 
and that they seldom trayel to the westward beyond a. few days' 
Journey. \\'e were, therefore, not much distressed by jntelli
gence which we supposed might have originated in exaggerated 
accounts received ii·om others. I n the evening Augustu~ 

returned with them to their tents, and two of the men under~ 
took to fetch a specimen of the rock from l\fount Fitton, which 
was disL'lnt about twenty miles. The following obsel'v~tions 
were obtained :-Latituue 69' l' 24" N .; longitude 137' 35' "v .. , 
variation 46° 4"1' E . ; dip 82° 22'. 

Lieutenant llack made the sketch of the encamprne!It uQm' 
which the annexed engraving is taken. The party · a,ssembled 
at divine service ill the evening. The wind blew in violent 
squalls during the night, whieh brought such a heavy s,,"ell upon 
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the ice, that the larger masses near the encampment were broken 
before the morning of the lOth, but there was no change in the 
nlRln body. 

The Esquirnaux revisited us in the morning, with their women 
and children; the party consisted of forty-eight persons. They 
seated themselves as before, in a semicircle, the men being in 
front, and the womcn be1.1ind. Presents wcrc made to those 
who had not before received any; and we afterwards purchased 
several pairs of seaLskin boots, a few pi eces of dressed seal. 
skin, and some deer-skin cut and t.wisted, to be used as cords, 
J3eads, pins, needles, and ornamental articles, were most in 
request by the women, to whom the goods principally belonged, 
but the men were eager to get any thing that was made of' iron. 
They were supplied with hatchets, files, ice chisel:-:, fire-steels, 
Indian awls, and fish· hooks. They were very anxious to procure 
knives, but as each was in possession of one, '1 resen-ed the few 
which we had for another occasioll. The quarter from whence 
these knives wcre obtained, will appear in a subsequent part of'the 
narrative. It was amusing to sec the purposes to whi('h they 
applied the different articles. glyen to them; some -of thc men 
uanced about with a large coo-fish hook dangling from the nose, 
others stuck an awl throug'h the same part, and the women im_. 
mediately decorated their dresses with the ear. l'ings, thimbles, or 
'whatever trinkets they received . There was in the party a great 
proportion of elderly persons, who appeared in cxcellent health, 
nud were very active. "The men were stout and robust, and taller 
than Augustus, or than those seen OJ) the east coast by Captain 
P'arry. Their cheek-bones were less projecting tlm~ the repre
sentat ions given of'the F.squimaux on the eastern coast, but they 
had the small eye, and broad nose, which ever distinguish that 
people, Except th" YOll,ng persons, the whole party wer~fllicted 
with sore eyes, arising from exposure to the glare of ice and 
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1826. now, and two of the old m n were n arly blind. They Wore 
~ th hair on the upper lip and chin; the latter, as well a that on 

their head, being permitted to grow long, though in orne ca 
a circular pot on the crown of the head wa cut bare,. like the 
ton ure of th Roman catholic clergy. Every man had piece 
of bon or h 11 thrust through the septum of his nose; and 
hoI s were pierced on each sid of the under lip, in which 
were placed circular pieces of ivory, with large blue bead 
in the centre, similar to tho e loepr ented in the drawings of the 
natives on the N.W. coast of America, in Kotzebu 's Voyage. 
These ornament wete so much valued, that they declined selling 
them; and when not rich enough to rOCUIe b ad or ivory, 
stones and piece of bone were ub tituted. These perforations 
are made at the age of puberty; and one of the party, who 
app ared to be about fourteen years old, was pointed out, with 
delight, by hi patent, as . having to undergo the operation in 
the following year. He was a good-looking boy, and we could 
not fancy his countenance would be much improved by the 
in ertion of the bon or stone, which have the effect of 
d pre ing the under lip, and keeping the mouth open. 

Their dre s con i ted of a j cket of rein-de r ~kin, with a kirt 
behind and befor and a sm 11llood-; breeches of the same ma
terial, and boots of eal-skin. Their weapons for the cha e were 
,bows and arrow , very neatly made; the latter being headed with 
bone or iron; and lor fishing, spears tipped with bone. They 
also catch fi h with nets and lines. All were armed with knive , 
which they either keep in their hand, or thru t up the leeve of 
their shirt. They had received from the Loucheux Indians 
some account of the de",tructive effect of guns. The dres of 
th women differ d from that of the men only in their wearing 
wide t sel , and in the ize of th ir hoods, which do not 
fit cIo e ~o th head, but are made large, for the purpose of 
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receiving tHeir children. These are ornamented • h stri of 
different coloured skins, and round the top is fastened a band 
of wolf's hair, made to stand erect. Their own black hair 
is very ta$tefully turned up from behind to the top of the head, 
and tied by strings ofwhite and blue beads, o~ cords of white d er
skin. It is divided in front, so as to form on each side a thick tail, 
to which are appended striJ!gs of beads that reach to the wai t. 
The women were from four feet and a half to four and three 
quarters high, and generally fat. Some of the younger females, 
and the children, were pretty. The lady whose portrait adorns 
this work, was mightily pleased being selected by Lieutenant 
Back for his sketch, and testified her joy by smile and many 
jumps. The men, when sitting for their portraits, ' were more 
sedate, though not less pleased, than the females; some of them 
remarked that they were not handsome enough to be ta ~n.to our 
country. It will be seen from the eniraving, tlvtt one of the men 
had a di1Ferent cast of countenance from the rest; we supposed 
him to be descended from the Indians. 

It would appear that the walrus does not visit thi part of the 
coast, as none of · these people recogni ed a sketch of one, 

. which Lieutenant Back rew; but they at once knew the eal 
and rein-deer. We learned that the polar bear is seldom eev; 
and only in the autumn and likewise that there are very fi w of 
the bro'rtn bears, which we frequently saw on the coast eastward 
of the Copper-mine River. e had already a few white 
whales, a d 'We understood that they would resort to this part of 
~he coast in greater numbers with the.following moon. 

The habits of these people ere similar, in every respe t, to 
those of the ,tribes described by Captain Parry, and their dialect 
differed so little from that used by Augustus, that he had no diffi
culty in understanding them. He was, therefore, able give them 
full particulars relative to the attack made by the other party, 
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~J~~: and they expressed themselves much hurt at tneir treacherous 
'-v-j-' conduct. "Those are bad men," they said, "and never fail 

either to quarrel with us, ot teal from us, when we meet. They 
come, every spring, from the eastern side of the Mackenzie, to 
fish at the place where YOll .w them, and return as soon a the 
ice opens. They are distinguished from us, who live to the 

. we ' tward of the river, by th men bc!ng tattoed acr9 s the face. 

. Tuesday, 
.1Ith. 

.. 

Among our tribes the women only are tattoed;" having five or 
~ix blue lines dr~wn perpendicularly from the under lip to the 
chin. The speaker added, '" If you are obliged to return by 
thi way, before these people remove, ,with a reinforcement 
of youn men; will b in the vicinity, and will willingly accom
pany you to assist in repelling any aUack." Augustus returned 
witp. the Esquimaux to their tents, as there was 110t the least 
pro pect',of our getting forward, though the ice wa somewhat 
broken. • • 
. A strong breeze from the westward during the night, ~ontri· 
but ed, with the swell, to the further reduction of the ice" in fl'ont 
of the encampment; and on the morning of the 11 th, the wind 
changed to the eastward, and removed the pieces a little way off 
sbore, though they were tossing too iolently for the' boat ' to 
ppeed. The swell having subsided in the afternoon, we em
barked; but at the- end of a mile and a·half were forced to land 
again, from the ice being nxed to the shore; and as the wind had 
now become itl'ong: and was driving the loose pieces on the 
land the boats were unloaded and landed' on the beach. From 
the summit of an adjoining hill we perceived an unbroken 
field of ice to the west, and, consequently, a barrier to· our 
progress. 

'Ve encamped on the spot which our Esquimaux friends 
had left in the DlOl'ning, to remove in their oomiacks and 
kaiyacks towards the Mackenzie, where they could set their 
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fishing nets, and catch whales and seal. One of them showed 
his hone ty, by returning some arrows, and a piece of a pem
mican bag, that we ha~ left at our last re ting-place. The 
men also joined us here with pecimens of rock from Mount 
Fitton. 

The E quimaux winter re idence at thi pot were con
structed of drift timber, with the roots of the trees 'upward , 
and contained from one to three small apartments, beside a 
cellar for their stores. There were generally two entrance, 
north and south, so low as to rna e it nece sary to crawl through 
them. The only other aperture was a hole at the top for the 
moke, which, a well as the doorways, could be filled up with 

a block of snow at pleasure. When covered with snow, and 
with lamps or fire burning within, these habitations. mu t be 
extremely warm, though to OUT ideas rather comfortless. Lofty 
stages were erected near them for the purpo e of receiving their 
canoe, and bulky articles. The annexed engraving from Lieu
tenant Back's sketch of these habitations, render further de crip
tion unnece ary. A north-east gale came on in t~e evening, 
and rolled such a heavy surf on the beach, that twice, during 
the night, we were obliged to drag the boats and cargoe 
higher up. 
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About three the next morning a heavy rain commenced, and W do day, 

continued, without intermi ion, through the day ~ /,at which 12th. , ... (. 

we were delighted, however comfortle it made 0 . ituation, 
because we saW' the iCe gradual!y 00 ening from the and under 
i effects~ e found the keepIng a tide-pole fixed in the 100 

gravel ch impracticable he ,as ell a at the' last r ting-
place, on a~unt of the sw It appeared to be high water 
thi morning t half past one ., and that the ri e of tide was 
dbout t feet. I need h observe that we had the sun 
constantly above the ere it not for the purpose of 
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mentioning the amu ing mi takes which the men made a to the 
hour. In fact, when not employed, a question as to the time of 
day never failed to puzzle them, except about midnight, when 
the sun was near the northern horizon. 

Lieutenant Back missing the pl'otractor which he used for 
laying down his bearing on the map, Augu tu set oft' in the 
rain early this forenoon to I'ecover it from an Esquimaux woman, 
whom he had een pick it up. The rain ceased in the afternoon, 
the wind gradually abated, and by eight in the evening it was 
calm. A outh wind followed, which opened a passage for the 
boat, but Augu tu was not in sight. At midnight we became 
greatly alarmed for hi safety, having now found that he had 
taken hi gun, which we supposed the natives might have 
endeavour d to wre t from him, and we were on the point of 
despatching a party in search of him, when he arrived at four in 
the morning of tIle 13th, much fatigued, accompanied by three 
of the natives. His journey had been lengthened by the Es
quimaux having gone farther to the eastward than he had 
expected, but he had recovered the protractor, which had been 
kept in their ignorance of its utility to us. His companions 
brought five white fi h, and some specimens of crystal, with other 
stones, from the mountains, which we purchased, and further 
I'ewarded them for their kindness in not allowing Augustus to 
I'eturn alone. 

The boats were immediately launched, and baving pulled a 
short di tance from the land, we set the sa~ls, our course being 
directed to the outer poirit in view, to avoid the inuositie of 
the coast. ",Ve passed a wide, though not de p bay, whose points 
'\ ere named after my friend Captain Sabine and P. P. King; 
and we were drawing near the next projection, when a compact 
body of-ice was discovered, which wa joined to the land ahea<l.: 
. t the arne time a dense fog came OD, that confined our view. 
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to a few yards; it was accompanied by a gale from the land, and 
heavy rain. We had still hopes of getting round the point, and 
approached the shore in that expectation, but found the ice so 
clo ely packed that we could neither advance nor effect a landing. 
We, therefore, pulled to eaward, and turned the boat' head to 
the east)Vard, to trace the outer border of the ice. In thi situa
tion we were expo ed to great danger from the sudden change of 
wind to . . E., which raised a heavy swell, and brought down upo 
us masses of ice of a ize that, to ed as they were by the wave, 
would have injured a ship. We could only catch occasional 
glimp es of the land through the fog, and were kept in the mo t 
anxious su pense, pulling in and out between the floating mas es 
of ice, for' five hour, before we could get near the shore. 'We 
landed a little to the we t of Point Sabine, and only fO\lnd uffi
cient pace for the boats and tents between the bank and the 
water. The rain cea ed for a short time ift the evening, and, 
during this interval, we perceived, from the top of the bank, that 
the whole pace between u and the distant point, as well as the 
channel by which we had advanced to the westward, were now 
completely blocked; 0 that we had good rea on to congratulate 
our elves on having reached the shore in safety. J 
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j • ·CHAPTER IV. 

Babbage River-Meet Natives at Herschel Island-T~eir Trade with the Russ;ans, Ulro gh 
the We lem E quimaux-Asct!nd Mount Con . are-B oDdllryof the Dritish D 
minion on this Con t-Delayed at lily RclehBnrter Islaqll-Det ntion at Qggy 
I land,-Return Reef-Limit of outward Voyage. 

ALTHOUGH it rained heavily during the night, and the wind blew 
strong o~ the land for some hou} , there was no other chauge ! the 
state of the ice on the morning of the 14th, than that the malle 
piece were driven;, a short way from the beach. The day wa 
foggy and rainy, but the evening fine. The bank 'Qnd r which 
we were encamped is of the same earthy kind as that d cribe 
on the 9th, but rather higher and steeper. It contains much 
wood-coal, similar to that found in the Mackenzie River, and at 
Garry's I land... The beach and the beds of the rivulet t~t 
flow through the ravines, consist of coarse gravel. Specim n of 
its stones, of the coal, and of the plants in flower, w re add d to 
the collection. We saw two marmots, and two rein-deer, which 
were too wary to allow of our getting within shot of them. 
:Between noon and ten P.M. the 100 e ice wa driving in front Qf 
the encampment from the N.W. to S.E., and ,at the latter hour 
it stopped. 'iV e could not detect any difference in th height of 
the wat r, and there was a calm the whol time. light breeze 
from S.E. after midnight, brought the masses close to the beach. 
On the morning of the 15th, having perceived that , ic 
loosened from the land near the outer point, to w . ch I 
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given the name of Kay, after some much-esteemed relatives, we 
embarke~, and in the cour e of a few hour suce,eeded in reach
ing it, by passing between the grounded mas es of ice. On 
landina' at Point Kay, we ob erved that our progress must again 
be stopped by a compact body of ice that wa fast to the shore 
of a deep bay, and extended to our tmo t view seaward; and 
that we could not advance farther than the mouth of a river 
which discharged" its waters just round the point. '1Ihe boats 
were, t re. ore, pulled to its entr3jnce, and we encamped. For
mer checks had taught us to be patient, and we, therefore, com
menced such employments as would best serve to beguile the 
time, consoling our elves with the hope that a ~trong breeze 
would ooh pring up from the land and open a pa sage. A tro
nom' cal ob ervations w re obtained, the map carried on, and , 
Lieut nant Back sketched the beautiful cenery afforded by a 
vi w of the Rocky Mountains, while I was employed in collecting 
specimen of the plants in flower. The men amu ed th m elve 
in variou ways, and Augu tus went to vi it an E quimaux family 
that were on an i land contiguou to our encampment . 
. 'Ve now discovered that the Rocky Mountains do not form a 

continuous cha'n, but that they run in detached rang at 
uneq ual distances from the coast. -The Richardson chain com
mencing opposite the mouth of the Mackenzie, terminat s 
within vi w of our pre nt situa ion. Another range, , hich I 
have named in honour of Profe or Buckland, begin on th 
western side of Phillips Bay, and extending to the boundary of 
our vi w, is termina't d by the Conybeare Mountain. 

It gave me great pleasure to affix th nam of my fri nd lVII". 
Babbage to'-the riv ~ we had disoov red and that of Mr. Phil
lips, ProfeSsor <Jf ainting at the Royal d my, to the bay 
into hieh its wat rs are emptied. W learned from th E 
qllimaux t his river, ~ich they call Cook-Keaktok, or Roc y 
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River, de cend from a very distant part of the interior, though 
they are unacquainted with its course beyond the . mountain. 
It appeared to us to flow between the Cupola and Barn moun~ 
tains of the Richardson chain. There aTe ~any banks of gravel 
near it mouth, but above these ob tructions the chann lap. 
peared deep, and to be about two mi~es broad. There were no 
rock 'lin sitU, or large stones, near the encampment; the rolled 
pebbles n the beach wel'e and tone of red and light-brown 
colour , greenstone, and slaty limestone. 'Ve gathered a fine 
specimen of tertiary pitch-coal. 
. Augustus returned in the evening with a young Esquimaux 
and hils wifi, the only re . dents at the hou e he had visited4 
They had now quite recovered the panic into which they had 
been thr<?wn 0 our first a.ppearance, which wa heightened by 
th ir being unable to e cape fi:om us owing to the want of .a 
canoe. We mad() them happy by purchasing the fish they 
brought, and giving them a few presents; they continued to 
skip and laugh as long as they staid. The man informed us that 
judging from the rapid decay of the ice in the few~preceding 
days, we might soon expect it to break from the land, 0 as to 
allow of our reaching Herschel I land, which was in view; but 
he repre ented the coast to the westward of the island a bing 
low, and so generally beset with ice, that he was of opinion we 
should have great difficulty in getting along. This couple ha 
been left here to collect fish for the use of their companions, 
wh~ were to r join them for the purpo ' e of killing whales, 
as soon as the ice should break up; and' they told u the 
black whales would soon come after its ruptU)'e took place. 
It would be interesting to ascertain where the wliales retire 
in the winter, as they require to inhale the air frequently. 
Tho e of the white kind make their appearance when there are 
but mall spaces of open wa:ter; an~ w.e afterwards sa two 
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black-whales in a simi,lar situation. One might almost infer from 
the e circumstaJ}ces that they do not remove very far. Is it 
probable that they, go, at the close of the autumn, to a warmer 
climate? or can the sea be less closely covered with ice in the 
high 110rthern latitudes? The situation of our encampment was 
observed to be, latitude 69° 19' N.; longitude 138° 10l W . ; 
variation 46° 16' E.; and a. rise and fall of nine inche in the 
water. The wind blew from the west during the night, and 
drove much ice near the boat ; but as the masses t60k ground 
a little way from the shore, we were spared the trouble of 
removing the boat higher up the beach. 

We were favoured in the forenoon of the 16t-h by a strong 
breeze from the land, which, in the course of a few hours, drove 
away rnaIlY of these pieces towards Point Kay, and o,Pened a 
passage for the boats. We immediately embarked to sail over 
to the western side of Phillips Bay, concluding, from the motion 
of the ~ce, ,that it must now be detached from that shore. On 
reachi,ng it, we had the pleasure of finding an open channel close 
to the bea&, although the entrance was barred by a tream of 
ice lying aground on a reef. The boats being forced by poles 
over thi obstruction, we stood under sail along the coa t to 
about five miles b~yond Point Stokes; but there we were again 
compelled by the closene of the ice to stop, and from the top 
of a saud-hill we could not discover any water in the direction 
of our ·cour e. The tents were therefore pitched, and the boats 
unloaded, a:Qd hauled Qn the beach. Heavy rain came on in the 
evening, by which .we indulged the hope· that the ice might be 
loosened. e were encamped on a law bank of gravel which 
r\Ul along the base of a chain of sand-hills about one hundred 
and fifty feet high, and fonn the coast line. The bank wa 
cQvered with drift timber, and is the site of a de erted Es.. 
q~aux village The snow still reIl!aIDmg in th .ravme 
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was tinged with light red spots. The night was calm, and 
the ice remained in the same fixed tate until six in the 
morning of the 17th, when, perceiving the pieee in the offing ' 
to be in motion we launched the boats, and by brea~irrp' 
our way at fir t with hatchets, and then forcing with the 
pole through other streams of ice, we contrived to Teach 
ome lanes of water, along whioh we .navigated f<>r four hour. 

A strong breeze springing up from seaward, cau ed the ice to 
clo e so fa t upon the boat, that we were obliged to put again 
·t o the hore, and land on a low bank, imilal' to that on which 
we had rested the night before. It was intersected, howev r, 
by man pols and channels of water, which cut off' our com
munication with the land. As we could not obtain, from our 

resen tation, any satisfactory view of the state of the ice 
f ..... ~ • 

to the westward, I de patched Duncan and 'Au ' tn to take 
a urveyof it frOP.l Point Catton, while Lieutenant Back and I 
made some astronomical observatio~ . . They ret.l after ,an 
absence of two hours, and: reported t,hat there W8$ water near 
Her chel IsI~nd, and a channel in the offing that lppeared to 
lead to it. We, therefore, embarked; and ' by pushing - the 
boat between the rna es that lay aground, for . orne ·di t 
we succeeded in reaching open water at the entrance ~of 
strait which lies between the island and the .main, alld thro 
wh~ch the loo~e. pieces of ice were driving fast to the we t
ward. Having now th .benefit or a trOJlg ,favo~rable bteer&e, 
we were enabled to keep clear of them; . 8I?-d· made' good pro
gres . Arriving oppo ite the S.E. end of 'Herschel Island, we 
perceived a large herd of rein-deer just taking ' the ~a , I 

and on approaching the shore to get- within hor, dil!lcove" 
three Esquimaux in pursuit. These ~en. , stOod gaain t 
the boats for some minute~ and l1£tel! ,3 short tan 

r • 

observed them to change the beads and re 
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their bows. They then walked along the south shore, parallel 
to our cour e, for the pUl'pO e, a. we soon found, of r joining 
their wives. e reached the place at whieh the ladies were 
before them, and though invited to land, we were not able, on 
account of the surf. Augustu was desired to assure them of 
our friend hip, and of our intention to stop at the fir t sheltered 
spot, t~ which they and their husbands might come to r ceive a 
present. More than this our little friend could not be prevailed 
upon to communicate, becau e they were" old wives;" and it 
wa evident that he con idered any further conver ation with 
women to be beneath his dignity. On passinO' round the point 
we discovered that the ice was clo ely packed to leeward, and 
such a heavy swell setting upon it, that it was un afe to proceed. 
We, therefore, encamped, and Augustu et off immediately to 

• 
introduce him elf to the Esquimaux. The tents were carcely 
pitched, and the sentinel placed, before h~ returned, accom
panied by twelve men and women, each bringing a pieee of 
dried meat, or fi h, to present to us. We learned from them 
that the boats, when at a di tance, had been taken for pieces 
of ic ; but when we drew near enough for them to dl~tingui h 
the crews, and they perceived them clothed differently from any 
men they had seen, they became alarmed, and made ready 
their arrow, a we had ob rved. On receiving . some pre euts, 
they rai ed a loud halloo, which brought five or six others from 
an adjoining island, and in th evening there was a furth r 
addition to the party of some : young men, who had been 
hun ing, and who. afterwards sent their wives' to bring u a part 
of the poils of their chas. They remained near the tent tlle 
greater part of the night, and testified their delight by daneina' 
and singing. An old woman, whose hair wa silvered byag , 
made a. prominent figure in these exhibitions. 

T inform ion we obtained from them confirmed that", hich 
s 
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we had received from the last party, namely, that they pl'OCU 

the iron, knive, and beads, through two channel, but pl'inci .. 
pall y from a party of Esquimau who reside a great distance to 
the westward, and to meet whom they send their young men 
every pring with furs, eal-skins, and oil, to exchange for those 
articles; and also from the Indians, who come every year from 
th interior to trade with them by a river that was directly oppo" 
site our encampment; which I have, therefore, named the 
Mountain Indian River. These Indians leave their families and . 
canoe at two days' march from the mouth of the river, and the 
men come alone, bringing no more goods than they intend to 
barter. They were represented to be tall stout men, clothed in 
deer-skins, and speaking a language very dissimilar to their own. 
They alsq said that the E squimaux to the westward, s eak a 
dialect so different from theirs, that at the first opening of the 
(!ommunication, which was so recent as to be within the memory 
of two of our present companions, they had great difficulty in 
understanding them. Several quarrels took place at their first 
meetings, in consequence of the western party attempting to 
steal; but latterly there has been a good under tanding between 
them, and the exchanges have been fairly made. 

Our visitors did not know from what people either the Indians 
or the Esquimaux obtained the goods, but they suppo"ed from 
some "Kabloonacht," (white people,) who reside far to the 
west. As the articles we saw were not of BI'itish manufacture; 
and were very unlike those sold by the Hudson's Bay -Company 
to the Indians, it cannot be doubted that they are furnished by 
the Ru sian Fur Traders, who receive in return for them all 
the furs collected on this northern coast. Part of the Russian 
iron .. work is conveyed to the Esquimaux dwelling on the coast 
east of the Mackenzie. The western Esquimau u e tobacco, 
and orne of our visitors had smoked it, but thought 'the flavoUI' 
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very di agreeable. Until I was aware of their being acquainted 
with the use of it, I prohibited my men from smoking in their 
pre ence, and afterwards from offering their pipe to the E qui
maux at any time. At the conclusion of this conference, our 
vi itor a ured u , that having now become acquainted with white 
people, and being con cious that the trade with them would be 
beneficial, they would gla.dly encourage a further intercour e, 
and do all in their power to prevent future vi itor from having 
such a reception as we had on our arrival in the e seas. We 
learned that this island, which has been distingui hed by the 
name of Herschel; is much frequented by the native at thi 
sea on of the year, a it abounds with deer, and its urrounding 
waters afford plenty of fish. It i compo ed of black earth, 
ri e , in its highest point, to about one hundred feet, and at the 
time of our vi it was covered with verdure. The strait between 
it and the main shore, is the only place that we had seen, since qui t
ting the Mackenzie, in which a ship could find helter; but even 
this channel is much interrupted by shoals. Latitude 690 33r 
N.; longitude 1390 3' W.; were ob erved at the encampment. 

On the morning of the 18th the fog was 0 thick that we 
could not ee beyond the beach. It di persed about noon, and 
we di covel'ed that there was a channel of op n water near the 
main hore, though in the centre of the strait the ice wa heavy, 
and driving rapidly to the north-we t. ' IV e embarked at once, 
in the expectation of being able to penetrate between the drift 
ice and the and, but the attempt wa fru trat d by the hallow
nes of the water ~ and the fog again preading a thick as b for , 
W . landed on a and-bank. 'IV e were oon vi ited by anoth r 
party of die Esquimaux, who brought de r's meat for ale; and 
although the whole quantity did not amount to a d er, w had 
to purcha e it in small pi ces. 'fhi practice of dividing the 
meat among the party, w found, to prevail throughout the 
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voyage; and they avowed as their reason for it, the desire that 
every on might obtain a share of the good things we distributed. 
One of the men drew on the sand a sketch of the coast to the 
westward, as far as he wa acquainted with it; fr~m which it 
appear d that there wa a line of reefs in front of the coast the 
whole way; the water being deep on the outside of them, ,but 
on the inside too shallow even for their oomiack to Boat. We 
subsequently. found that his knowledge of the coa t did not 
extend beyond a few day , march. 

The atmosphere becoming more clear about two P.M., we 
again embarked, and endeavoured to get to seaward. The 
boa ' howcv f, oon' grounded; and finding all our attempts 
to push through any of the channels between the reefs inef
fectual, w pulled back clo e to fIerschel Island. Following, 
then, the 'course of the drift ice, we pa sed neal' to its south. 
west point, which was 'found to be the only d ep passage 
through the strait. ';Y e afterwards entered into a fine sheet of 
open water, the main body of the ice being about half a mile to 
seaward, and only a few bergs lying aground in the direction of 
our course. The outer part of the island appeared clo ely b set 
with ice. At the end of five miles we discerned another large 
paTty of Esquimaux, encamped on a reef; they waved th ir 
jackets as signals for us to land, which we declined doing, a we 
perceived the water to be shallow between u~ and them. They 
ran along the beach as far .as the end of the reef, tempting u by 
bolding up · meat. Only two of the party were provided with 
cano~ and they followed us to a bluff point · of the main shore~ 

.on which we landed. Tbese proved to be persons whom we had 
seen at Hersch 1 Island, and who had visited the Esquima-qx in 
this quarter on purpose to make them acquainted with our 
arrival. We were happy to learn from them that we hould not 
see any more of their countrymen for some time, because, whil~ 
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surround d by them, the nece sity of clo ely watching their 1826. 

d fi . d July. motion, prevente u rom paymg ue attention to other objects. --...-
Re timing our voyage, we pulled along the outer border of a 
gravel reef, about two hundred yard broad, that runs parallel to, 
and about half a mile from, the coa t, having a line of drift ice 
on the out ide of us. The wind being contrary, and the even-
ing cold, temperature 40°, we encamped on the reef at eight 
P.M., where we found plenty of dl'ift timber; the water was 
bracki h. The di tance travelled thi day wa eight miles and a 
half. The main shore oppo ite the encampment wa low to a 
great di tance from the coa t; it then appeared to a cend 
gradually to the ba e of the Buckland chain of mountains. 

The following morning being calm, and very fine, the boat were Wedne day,. 

launch d at t.hl:ee A.M., and we set off in high pirits; but after 19th. 

pulling three mile, we perceived the channel of open water 
becoming narrow, and the pieces of ice heavier than any we had 
befor seen, ome of th m being aground in t 'ee fathoms water .. 
At six A.M., after having gone five mile and a half, we were 
stopped by th ice '\ hich adhered to the reef, and wa unbroken 
to seaward. Imagining we aw water at orne di tance beyond 
thi barrier, we weI' indue d to drag the boat across the ref, 
and launch them into the channel on the in ide, ill the hope of 
reaching it. Thi proved to be "!- bay, at the head of which we 
arriv d in 'n short time. It wa then di covered that a fog hang-
ing over the ice had been mi taken for water. The boat were, 
th r fore, reconveyed 'aero s the reef, the tent pitched, and we 
had to draw largely 'on our nearly exhau t d tock of pati nee, 
a ,ve contemplated th dreary view of thi compact icy field, 
A herd of mn-deer appeared v ry opportunely to afford orne em
pl?yment, and mo t of the men wer despatched on the cha e, but 
only one was successful. The followinO' ob ervations were ob-
tained :-Latitude 69° 36' N,; longitude ' 139° 42' VV.; variation 



1 26. 
July. -..-

Thursday, 
20th. 

Friday, 
21st. 

134 SECOND JOURNEY TO THE SHORES 

46° 13' E. Being now abreast of Mount Conybeare, Lieutenant 
Back and I were on the point of setting out to vi it it ummit, 
when we were. topped by a very dense fog that accompanied a 
fre h breeze from the N.W., followed by heavy rain, The 
weather continued bad, until ten the following morning; the ice 
near the beach wa broken into smaller pieces, but as yet too 
closely packed for our proceeding. Tohe water being bracki h in 
front of the reef, we despatched two men to bring orne from the 
pools at a distance inland, which was found to have the same 
ta te; from this circumstance, a well as from the piles of drift 
wood, thrown up far from the coast, one may hifer that the ea 
occasiunall washes over this low hore. The ice broken off 
from large masses, nd permitted to drain before it was melted, 
did not furn i h u with better water. A couple of pin-tailed 
duck were shot, the only pair $een; the black kind were more 
numerous, but we,re not fired at, as they are fishing ducks, 
and, therefore, not good to eat. 'Ye also saw a few geese and 
swan. 

The atmosphere wa calm, and perfectly clear, on the morning 
of the 21 t; and a there was not any change in the po ition of 
the ice, I visited Mount Conybeare, a companied by Duncan and 
Stewart. Though its di tance was not more than twelve miles 
from the coa t, the journey proved to be very fatiguing, owing 
.to the swampiness of the ground between the mountain and the 
sea. We had also the di comfort of being tormented the whole 
way by myriads of mu qui toe . The plain was inter ected by 
a winding river, about forty yards broad, which we forded, and 
on it west rn side found a thicket of willows, none of which 
were above seven inches in circumfer nee, and onlY five or six 
fe t high. At the foot of the mountain were three parallel 
platforms, or terraces, whose heights we e ti1l1ated at fifty, eighty,. 
and one hundred and thirty feet; composed of tran ition slate, 
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the stone of the lowest being of the cIo e t texture. We found 
the ta k of climbing above the upper terraces difficult, in con
sequence of the looseness of the stones, which did not afford 
a firm footing, but after an hour's labour, we succeeded in reach
ing the top. The mountain is also composed of slate, but 0 

much weathered near the ummit, a to appear a mere collection 
of stone. It height above the sea we estimated at eight hun
dred feet. Two or three hardy plant were in flower, at the 
highest ~levation, which we gathered, though they were of the 
same kind that had been cdllected in the lower lands; and dur
ing the whole arch we did not meet with any plant different 
from the specimens we had already obtained. On arriving at the 
top of the mountain, we were refreshed by a strong south wind, 
which we fondly hoped might reach to the coast, and be of 
service, by driving the ice from the land. This hope, nowever, 
lasted only a few minutes; for, on casting Ollr eyes to seaward, 
there appeared no open water into which it could be moved, 
except near Herschel Island. The view into the interior pos
se sed the charm of novelty, and attracted particular regard. 
We commanded a pro pect over three ranges: of mountains, 
ly'ing parallel to the Buckland chain, but of les altitude. The 
view was bounded by a fourth, range of high-peaked mountains, 
for the most part covered with snow. This distant range was 
afterwards distinguished by the name of the British Chain; 
and the mountains at it extremities were named in honour of the 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Pre ident of he Board of 
Trade- the Right Honourable Mr. Robin on, no Lord Gode
rich; and Mr. Huskis on. 'iVhen een from. the coast, the moun
tains of the' uc~nd chain appeared to form a continuous line, 
extending from N.W. by N., to .E. by S.; but from our pre ent 
situation e di covered that they were parated from ea h othel' 
by a deep valk-y, and a rivulet, and that their 10 8t dir ction 
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wa N.N.E. and S.S.'iV. The same order prevailed in the thr e 
ranO'es behind the .Buckland chain; and tlJ hi h t of th ir 
mountain , like Mount Conybeare, were round and nak d at the 
top; the vallie betw en them 'W r ra y. We er ct d a pile 
of stone of suffici nt hei ht to be s en fi- m the ea and dep it d 
und rneath it a note, containinD' th latitude, Ion itude, and 
ome particular relative to th Expedition. 

The 2:....nd was a calm ultry day, th temp rature varyinD' b _ 
tween 58° and 63°, and we were torm nted by mu quitoes. The 
ice remained very clo e to the beach. Impatient of our long 
detention, we gladly availed ow' Ives, at thr e 'in th mornin 
of tIt 23rd, uf a mall op ning in the ice, to launch th boat, 
and pu h them forward as far as we could get them. W thu 
succeed d in reaching a lane of water, through which 'w made 
tolel'abl tp1'ol'rre ,though after two hours and a balf of ex l'tion, 
we were gradually .. hemmed in, and forced again to ncamp at 
the mouth of a small stream w twa1'd of Sir Pulteney Malcolm 
River. We had, however, the satisfaction of findinO', by the 
Db rvation, that we had gained ten miles. Latitude 69° 6' . , 
longitude 140° 12' 'iV.; variation 45° 6' E. The temp l'ature of 
-th water at the . urface a quarter of a mile from the hore 
'lva 40°, that of the ail' being 49°. The wat r was t 0 fathom 
deep, ten yards from the beach. 

The coa t here was about fifteen feet high; and from tl e top 
of the bank a level plain ext nded to the base of the mountain, 
which, thou vel'Y wampy, was covered with verdure. t thi 
place we fir found bould r stones, which W Ie deeply eated in 
tb gravel of the beach. Th y con i ted of gl' n tone, and
stone, and lim tone; the first mentioned bing the,large t, and 
the la t the roo t numerous. Having een everal fish leaping iJ) 
the l'iver, a net was et aero s its mouth, though without succe , 
owing to the meshes being too large. Two men were d patched 
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to examine the state of the ice; and on their return from a walk 
of several mile , th Y reported that, with the exception of a 
small pot close to the beach, it was quite compact. They had 
ob erved, about two miles from the encampment, stumps of drift 
wood fixed in the ground at C rtain di tanc ,extending from the 
coa t aero s the plain towards the Rocky J\lIou~tains, in the 
direction of two piles of stones, which were erected on the top 
of the latter. We were at a loss to conjecture what motive the 
E quimaux could have had for taking so much trouble, unless 
these posts were intended to serve as decoy for the rein-deer. 
'rhe party a em bled at divine service in the evening, as had 
been our practice every Sunday. 

On the morning of the 24th we were able to make a further 
advance of two mile and three quarters, by forcing the boats 
b tween the' masses of ice, as far as the debouche of~ another 
rivulet, in latitude 69° 36,i' ., and longitude 1400 19 r 'V. 
Under any other circumstance than that of being beset by ice, 
the beautifully calm and clear weather we then had would have 
been delightful; but a. our hope of being released re ted solely 
on a trong wind, we never ceased to long for its occurrence. A 
breeze would have been, at any rate, beneficial in driving away 
the rou quitoes, which were so numerou as· to prevent any 
enjoyment of the open air, and to keep us confined to a tent 
fill d with smoke, the only l'emedy against their annoyance. 

'Ve were still detained the two following days, and the only 
thing we saw were a' grey wolf, orne eaL, and om~ duck . 
More t dious hour ' than those pa sed by us in the pre ent 
situation, cannot well be imagined. After the a. tronomical 
ob ervations' had been obtained and worked, the urvey brought 
up, a ketch made of the encampment, and pecimens of the 
plants and stones in th vicinity collected, there wa , literally, 
nothing to do. The anxiety which was in eparable from such an 
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1826. enterpri e a ours, at such an advanced period of the ea on, l"ft 
July. 

'-v--' but little disposition to read, even if there had b n a greater 
choice of books in our travelling library, and still less composure 
to invent amu ement. Even had the musquitoe been Ie . tor
menting, the swarnpiness of the ground, in which we ank ancle 
deep at every tep, deprived us of the pleasure of walking. A 
visit to the Rocky Mountains was often talked of, but they were 
now at a distance of two days' journey, and we dared not to be 
ab ent from the boats so long, lest the ice, in its fickle move
ments, should open for a short time. N otwith tanding the 
closeness of the ice, we perceived a egular rise and fall of the 
water, though it amounted only to even inches, except on the 
night of the 24th, when the rise was two feet; but the direction 
of the flqod was not yet ascertained. We found a greater pro
portion of birch-wood, mixed with the drift timber to the we t
ward of t.he nab~age, than we had done before; between the 
Mackenzie and that river it had been so scarce, tl1at we had to 
draw upon our store of bark to light the fires. Some lunar 
observations were obtained in the afternoon of the 25th, and 
their results assured us that the chronometers were going 
steadily. At midnight we were vi 'ited by a strong S.W. breeze, 
accompanied by rain, thunder, and lightning. This weather was 
succeeded by calm, and a fog that continued throughout the 
next -day, and confined our view to a few yards. Temperatu e 
from 410 to 430

• 011 the atmosphere becoming clear about nine 
Weclnesday , in the ening. of the 26th, we discovered' ~ lane of water, and 

26th. immediately embarking, we pulled, for an hour, without experi
encing much interruption from the ice. A fre h breeze then 
sprung up from the N.W., which brought with it a' v ry den e 
fog, and likewise cau ed the ice to close so fa t upon u , that we 
were compelled to hasten to the hore. We had ju.st landed, 
when the channel was completely cJ9sed. We encamped on the 
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we tern side of a r~ver about two hundred yards broad, which, 
at thc reque t of Lieutenant Back, was named after Mr. Back
bou e, one of the under Secretarie of State for Foreign Affair. 
It appeared that the water that flowed from thi channel had 
cau ed the opening by which we had travelled from our la t 
re ting-place; for beyond it, the ice was clo ely packed. 

Some heavy rain fell in the night, and the morning of the 27th 
wa foggy; but the sun, about noon, having di per ed the fog, 
we di covered an open channel, about half a mile from the hore. 
No time was lost in pu hing the boats into it. By following its 
COUI e to the end, and breaking our way through some str ams 
of ice, we were brought, at the end of eight mile, to the mouth 
of a wide river that flows from the Briti h range of mountains. 
This being the most westerly river in the Briti h dominion on 
this coast, and near the line of'demarcation between Great 
Britain and Rus ia, I named it the larence, in honour of His 

• 
Royal Highness the Lord High Admiral. Under a pile of drift 
timber which we erected on the most elevated point of the coa t 
near its mouth, was depo ited a tin box, c~ntaining a royal ilver 
medal, with an account of the proceedings of the Expedition; 
and the union flag was hoi ted under three hearty cheers, the 
only salute that we could afford. This ceremony did not detain 
u long l' than half an hour; when we launched into a larger 
space of open water than we had een since the 9th of the month. 
Thi circumstance, tog ther with the app",arance of everal als, 
and the water becoming more alt, created a hope that we hould 
soon enter upon it. bri k l' navigation. But thi too anguine 
expectation was di pelled in little more than an hour, by a clo e 
Rnd heavy' ·field of ice, which oblig d u to pull to the hore. 
Th tt~nt was pitched under a steep bank of mud, in latitude 
690 '38' .; IQngitude 1400 46' W. The sounding thi day 
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varied from two to ten fathom ; and the tern erature of the air 
from 37° to 45°. The ice having opened ncar the beach by noon 
of the 2 th, 0 as to admit th boa ,we embarked, to try if we 
could not advanc by thrusting the mas es a ide with poles. 
Aft r p nding veral hour in thi labom', and O'aininO' only two 
mile , further exertion became ineffectual, owing to the ice being 
clo ely packed, and many of the piec~s from fifte n to twenty 
feet high, lying aground. We had, however, gained by the 
removal the comforts of dry ground, and good ,water, which had 
been want.ing at the la t encampment. Among the drift timber 
on the beach was a pine tree, seven feet and a quarter in girth, 
by thirt.y-. ix long. "\Ve had previou ly seen everal, little inferio~ 
in ize. The temperature this day varied from 39° to 48°. We had 
ob erved, for the preceding fortnight, that the musquitoes a ailed 
us as oon" as the temperature rose to 45°, and that they retired 
quickly on its de Cfnding below that height. 

The morning of the 29th opened with heavy rain and fog; the 
precur ors of a strong gale from E.N .E., which brought back the 
ice we had already pa ed, and closely packed it alonO' the 
beach, but we could not perceive that the wind had the slighte t 
effect on the main body at a di tance from the shore. Thi wa 
a very cold, comfortle day, the temperature between 38° and 42°. 
On the following morning a brilliant sun contributed with the 
gale to the dispel' ion of the mi t which had, for some days pa t, 
overhung the Rocky Mountains, and we had the m-atification of 
seeing, for the fir t time, the whole length of the :Briti h hain 
of Mountains,- which are more peaked and ' irregular in their 
outline, and mol' pict resque than tho e of the :Buckland Range. 
The following ob ervations were . obtained here :-' Latitud~ 
69° 38' .; longitude 140° 51' W.; variation 45° 43' E.; Dip 
83° 27'. In exploring the bed of a rivulet we found everal pieces 
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of quartz, oontainin pyrites of a very bright colour, which 0 

much attracted the attention of the crews, that they pent sev ral 
hours in ex'amininO' every tone, expecting to have their labour 
rewarded by the di covery of so~e precious metal. 

The gal havin ab,ated in the evening, we quickly loaded the 
boat , ~nd pulled them into a lane of water that we had ob~ 
~erv d about half a mile from the hore. Thi, however, ex
tended ohly a hort way to the we t, and at the end of a mile 
and a half inclined towards the beach, the ice beyond it being 
clo ely packed. Before the boats could be brought to the land, 
they received everal heavy blows in pa ing through narrow 
chann 1 , and over tongue of grounded ice. I walked to the 
extreme point that we had in view from the tent, and was rejoiced 
by the sight of a large pace of water in the direction of ou]; 
cour e; but up to the point the ice wa still compact, and heavy. 
On my way I pas ed another Esquimaux vi..llage, where there 
were mark of recent vi~itors. 

,Ve witne ed the etting of the sun at eleven P. f.; an 
unwelcQll1e ight, which the gloomy weather had, till then, pared 
u ; for it forced upon our mind the conviction that the favour

' able season for our ope1'ation was fast passing away, thouO'h we 
had, as yet, made so little progre . This wa not the only 
uncomfortable circumstance that attended us thi evening. Our 

, fri nd Augustu was eized with a shivering fit,. in con equence 
of having imprudently ru hed, when in full per pirati n, into a 
lake of cold water, to drag out a r in-deer which he had killed. 
He was unable to: walk on coming out of the water, and the con
sequence would have been mor serious had it not been ~or the 
kindnes~ of his companion, Wil on, who deprived himself of his 
flannels and wai tcoat . to clothe him. On their arrival at the 
tent, Augustus was put between blankets, and provid d with 
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warm ch colate, and the only inconvtmi nc that he felt next 
morning" as pain in hi limbs 

We had evel'al 'hower of rain during the night, with a steady 
S.W. bre ze, and ill the morning of the 31 t were delight d by 
perceiVing the ice 100 ning and driving off the land. We 
wer aBoat in a fe minutes, and enjoyed the novelty of pulling 
through an uninterrupted channel a far a Point D marcation, 
whic has b en 0 named from its being situated in longitllde 
1410 'V., the boundary between the British and Russian domi~ 
nians on the northern coast of America. This point seems 
to be much re orted to by the E quimaux, as we found here 
m uy":inter ho C ' , and four large tages. On the latter were 
d po ited everal bundles of seal and deer skins, and several 
pair of snow- hoes. The snow-shoes were netted with cords 
'Of der-slUn, and were haped like tho u ed by the Indians 
near the Macken~e. A favourable br eze now sprang up; 
and having ascertained, by mounting one of the Esquimaux 
stag s, that ther wa still a channel of open water between a 
low i land aud the main hore, we set sail to follow its course, 
At the end of three mile we found the water gradually to 
decreas from three fathom to a many feet, and hortly after-· 
wards the boat repeatedly took the ground. .In thi ituation 
we were enveloped by a thick fog, which limited our view to a 
few yard . We, therefore, dragged the boats to the land. until 
we could our way; this did not bappen before ten in the 
evening, whe it wa di cov~red from the u'mmit 'of an eminence 
about two i s distant, that though the channel wa of some 
extent, it was very hallow, and seemed to be barred by ice' to 
the we tward. We also a certained that it wa bounded to 
seaward by a long reef. the nigllt proved very stormy, and 
we were but scantily supplied with drift wood. 
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Though the morning of the I t of A ugu t commenced with a 
beavy gale from E.N .E., and very foggy weather, we proceeded 
to the reef, after much fatigue in dragging the boat over the 
flat , under the supposition that our be t chance of getting for
ward would be by pa ing on the outside of it. But there finding 
heavy ice lying aground, and 0 clo ely packed a to preclude the 
pos ibility of putting the boat into the water, it was det rmined 
to examine the channel by walking along the hore of the reef. 
An outlet to the ea was discovered, but the channel was so flat 
that gulls were, in mo t part , w~ding acro s it; and there was, 
therefore, no other cour e than to await the eparation of the ice 
from the reef. On the dispel' ion of the fog in the afternoon, 
we perceived that some of the mas e of ice were from twenty 
to thirty feet high; and we derived little comfort from beholding, 
from the top of one of them, an unbroken urface' of ice to 
seaward. • 
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The gale bl w without the least abatement throughout the Wec.lnes(iay, 

night, and until noon of the 2nd, when it terminated in a violent 2nd. 

gu t, which overthr w the tents. The fi ld of ice wa broken 
in the offing, and the pieces put in motion; and in t.he evening 
there appeared a large space of open water, but we could not 
tak advantage of these favourable circumstance ,in con equence 
of th ice still clo ly be etting the reef. Lieutenant Back 
occupied him elf in ketching the different views from the reef; 
from one of which the annexed engraving ha b en selected, as 
conveying an accurat ' delineation of our po ition on Icy Reef. 
We remarked large 'heap of grav I, fifteen feet above the ur-
fac . of the reef, on the largest iceberu , which -rou t have been 
cau ed by the pre ure of the ice; and from the top of thi b rg 
we had the satisfaction of di covering that a larO'e herd of rein-
deer were marching in line towards the oppo ite ide of th 
channel Our party was in tantly on the alert, and the b t 
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hunt rs were sent in the Reliance in eha e of th roo The boat 
ground d about midway acro.;s, and the eager sportsmen jump d 
overboard and ha~ tened to 'the shore; but such was 'their want 
-of skill, that only three fawns were killed, out of a herd of 
three or four hundred. The supply, however, was ufficient for 
our present u ~ e, and the circumstances of the cha e afforded 
amusing conversation for the evening.· The a tronomical ob er
vation 'place our encampment iil latitude' 69° 43' N.; Ion J'itude 
141° 30' 'iV. The temperature thi day varied from 40° to 42°. 

On the morning of the 3rd a strong breeze set in from the 
east, which we were r joiced to find caused a higher flood in the 
ehannel than we had yet seen, and the hope of effecting" a pas:', 
,sage by its course was revived; as the ice was still fast to 
the r ef, ~nd likely to continue 0, it was considered better to 
occupy ourselves in dragging the bQats throuO'h the mud, than 
to continue longer in this irksome spot, where the wood was 
-already carce, and the water indiffel~ent. The boats, therefore, 
proceeded with four men in each, while the rest of the crew 
walked along the shore; and rendered a si tance wherever it was 
:hece ary, to drag them 'over the hallow parts. After foul' hour ' 
labour, we reached the eastern ' part of the bay, which I have had 
the pleasure of naming aftei' my friend Captain Beaufort, R.N., 
and which w'as then covered with ice. We had also the happi
ness of finding a channel that led to seaward, which ' enabled us 
to get on the outside 6f the reef; but a we pu hed a close as 
we could to the horder of the packed ice, 'our situation, for the 
next four hour, was attended with no little anxiety. The 
appearance of tru; clouds be' poke the return of fog, and we were 
sailing with a strong breeze through narrow channels, between 
heavy pieces of drift ice~ on the out ide of a chain of reefs that 
stretched acro s Beaufort Bay, which we 'knew could not be ap
proac~ed within a'mile, owing ' to the hallowness of the water. 
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Beyond Point umphrys, the water being de p clo e to the 
coa t, we travelled in more security, though the ice wa less op n 
than before. 'Ve halted to up on a gravel reef that extends 
from tile main hore to Point riffin, having run twenty-eight 
miles, the greate t di tance we had made on one day since our 
departure from the Mackenzie. 

A black whal ,and eve'ral seals, having been seen ju t before 
we landed, the water now decidedly alt, and the ice driv
ing with great rapidity to the we tward, were circumstances that 
we hailed with heartfelt joy; a a~ordino. the prospect of getting 
sp edily forward, and in the pvening we 10 t sight of Mount 
Conybeare, which had been visible ince the 9th of July. There 
were everal hut on the reef, and one large tent, capable of 
holding forty per ons, which appeared to have been la~ely occu
pied, b ides 'eighteen sledge , that we suppo ed to have been 
left by the men who had gone from Herschel bland, to exchange 
their fur with the western E quimaux. Among the baggage 
we found a spoon, made out of the musk ox horn, like those u ed 
by the Canadian voyager. At ix this evening we passed the 
,termination of the Briti h chain of Mountain, and had now 
arrived oppo ite the commencement of another range, which I 
named after the late Count Rornanzoff, Chane 110r of the Ru ian 
Empire, as a tribute of re pect to the memory of that dis tin
gui hed patron and promoter of discovery and cience. 

Having taken the precaution of supplying our elv s with fre h 
water, we quitte~ t~e ' r ef, to proceed on our voyage under ail, 
but hortly afterWard arrived at very h avy ice, apparently 
packed. We found, howey ,r, a narrow pa ag ~ and by forcing 
the boats through it reached a more op n channel, whel'C the 
oars could be used. ' This extended along a reef, 0 that we 
could pursue our course with safety being ready to land in the 
event of the ice drifting upon u. 'The sun et thi evenmg at 
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half past t n P.M.; and the t mperature of the air durin 
di appearance wa 3 . Between -the re fJ and the 10 main 
land the water was entirely fr e from ice. After pa ing Point 
Sir Henry Martin, we were tempted, by the appearance of a bay~ 
to teer within the l' efs, as we could then u e the sail 
make a more direct course than by winding among the .ice. The 
water proved so shallow that the boats took the ound, at the 
di tance of three miles from the shore, which caused us to alt T 

our plan, and follow the line of drift ic near the border of the 
pack. , The breeze died away; and in proceeding under oar 
b yond Point Manning, we de cri d a collection of tents planted 
on a low i land, with many oomiack , kaiyack , and do~ around 
them. Thc Esquimaux being fast Ie p, Augustu was d ir 
to hail th~m, and after two or three loud calls, a female app ared 
in a state of nudity; after a fe'w seconds she called out to her 
husband, who awdke at the first sound of her voice, and hout
ing out that strangers were close at hand, the whole pace 
between the tents and the water was, in a few minutes, ovel'ed 

ith armed, though naked, people. Their con t mation on 
being thu suddenly roused by trangers, of whose exi tenc 
they had never heard, can be better imagined than de crib . 
We dr w near the shore, to let Augustus inform them who VIi 

were, and of the purpose of our 'Visit, which produced a burst of 
acclamation, and an immediate invitation to land. Thi e 
declined doing, having counted fifty-four grown person, and 
knowing that we had not the means of furni hing uch a number 
with the articles' they might crave. Beside~, it wa evident, 
from their hurried m nn r, that they were in a state of high' ex
citement, and might th n, perhap have beCn di posed to eiz 
upon every thing within their grasp. ' Four of the kaiyack being 
Bunched, after we had rec ded to a proper di tallce fro t e is d, 
e allowed them ,to come alongside; and presen 
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to the men. We then learned that these were the people who 
had co e ed ~e fur , &c., from Her chel Island, and that the 
exchange with the western Esquimaux had been made at the 
place where they were encamped, only a few days before. Th y 
. nt nded to commence their return this day to Her chel I land, 

here the iron and bea would be di tributed among their rela
tion acco d' _ g to the Ii r &c" they had supplied. The E • 
quimaux aluted- us at parting with many vociferations of teyma, 
and we ontinued our journey for five miles j at the end of which, 
th wind etting in stronO'ly against us, we landed at the wes.tern 
part of Barter I land, to refi'e h the crew. 'Ve then found 
that a rar id tid was running to the eastward, and at eleven 
the ater had r' en one foot, from the time of our landinD'. 
The tent were carcely pitched before we aw two kaiyacks com
ing towards us from the we tward, and the man in the' he dmost 
acc pted, without he itation, our invitation 1;0 land. His com
panion wa a leep, and his canoe was driving with the wind and 
tid ; but when awaked by the voice of Augu tu , he also came. 
The e were young men returning from hunting to the tent that 
we had Pfls ed; and being much fatigued, they made but a short 
tay. The only information collected from them was, that the 

coa t before us w imilar to that along which we had been 
tr velling. and that the ice wa broken from the hore. The 
latitude '70° '5' N.; longitude 143° 55' W.; variation 45° 36' E.; 
were observed. 

oon the latitude had been obtained, we embarked, 
favoured by wind: ~nd tide to cro s the bay, which has b en 
named in honour of th Marque Camden. The wat r wa 0 

a 'eagreen' colour, perfectly salt, and from thr e to five fathoms 
p; the temperature 35° at the urfac, that of th air 3°. 

The day ery c1 ar, and xpo d tour i w th outline 
the Ro chain of Mountains, woe 1 tty p.a w re 
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covered with snow. At the end of ten . ile e ob etved ur 
tent planted on a .reef, and everal :women st nding a~ut them. 
who made many igns for u to land, but the ud w; ' rol ing too: 
heavily on the beach. As we proceeded, tbeir hu 'bands were 
perceived on the main hore, in pur, llit of a large herd of in .. 
deer, which they seemed to' be surrounding , 0 as fb drive th 
deer into the water, whel·e they would probably spe r them to 
more advantage. 

Continuing along the shore beyond the reef at the distance of 
two mile from the land, the boats touched the ground 'ev~L'll 

time, which made us conclude we w ·e teering into bay, 
though it , uutline could not be seen. The wind chan ed at the 
time to the north, blew strong. and rai d a heavy well, "Which 
induced us t lO haul out to seaward, and we oon afterward di • 
covered an i land, which we just reached und r ail. From its 
ummit we perceill' d a chain of' low reefs, e'Xtending from its 

northern point for several miles to the westward, on which' the 
wind was then blowing, and bringing . down the drift ice. e 
were, therefore, compelled to halt, and await more m derate 
weather. This i land, like the projecting points of the main 
hor , is a mer depo it of earthy mud, covered with verdur 

about twenty or twenty~five feet high. There wa another 
i land adjoining, which seemed to be a collection of boulder 
stone ; from whenc its de ignation on the map. 

The ice appeared clo ely packed to seaward; n arer to the 
i land were iceberg aground, and within th~se, treams of 100 e 
pi ces driv·ng towards the reefs. In the hurry of embarkation 
from Barter Island, one of the crew of the Reliance left his gun 
and ammunition, which we regretted the more, from being appre
hensive that an accident IUig~t happen to the natives. The cir 
cum tance was not known before th boats were a great di taooo 
from the ,i land, or we should have put back to ha e r vered . 

,. 
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.A very thick fog ca e n iTl the eve.nin Thi w ather, how-
ever did not prevent our receiving a vi it from two of the nativ 
about midn' ght, who told Au u tu that, havinO' cented the 
smoke of a fire fro the opposite side of the bay they had eome 
to ertain who had made it. They were armed with bow and 
arrow, and advanced towards the tent without any alarm. We 
found that they had been ' hunting, with everal other men, at 
the foot of the Romarizofl' Mountains, and that they were now 
going to rejoin their -' frie~d at Barter I land, :with the fruit of 
a uece ' :ful eha e. Their knowl dge of the coa t terminated at 
thi plae which i a far to the we tward as any of the party 
from He chel I land trav l. 

The we t rn E quimaux h d parted from them even nights 
before, but they uppo d that they had not made much pro
gre a their ooilliaek were heavily laden. Tho e people had 
informed them that the coa t to the we t\ ard wa low, and 
fronted by reef:, like that we had already pa d; the water al 0 

wa very shallow; they therefore recommend d that we hould 
k p OIl the out ide of every r er. Our vi iter had no ooneD 
received their pr- n than they rai ed a loud cry, which wa 
intend d to bring their friend. On the. ill per ion of the foO' at 
the time, we di covered an oornia~k, filled with people paddling, 
and orne other men wading toward u. It b inO' aIm, and the 
sw 11 having abated, we did not wait f01' their arrival,. but em
barked at one in the morninO' of the 5th, and .pur ued our COUl' e 
to the westward, . eepin on the out ide of the r en: The 
wat.er, however, -Wa very hallow, e,:en at the di tance of t~o 
mile • and we w re much tea ed by the bo t r p at dly touch~ 
in the ground. h' wa particularly the ca wh n we arriv d 
oppo ite to the 1 rge river, which wa nam d in honour of the 
late ann 'ng, where e found th w ter pel'fectly fr h, 
three mi from the land. The ice being more 100 e ~bl' . t of 
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hi river, w . pulled out to seaward into deep ater. The I nd 
a then hidden fro our view by the haze, though ot mor 

than fo~ mile distant, and our COll was directed by the 
ma of i lyiog aground, but at the end of three miles, our 
furth r pro as topped at six . ., by the ice being clo ly 
packed on the outer border of a reef, in latitude 700 7' . ; 

gitude 1450 27/ \T. 
"' e perceived, on landing, by the driving of the loose piece 

of ice, that the tide was running strongly to the ea tw~rd, through 
th chan 1 had passed along, and that it continued' to do 0, 

until ten t . morning, d . g hicb time the water was falling. 
It ged at ten, and the water ro e one foot before one P.M. 

1~his 0 rvation would indicate tbe flood to come from the ea t· 
ward, tho gh ntl'ary to what was remarked at Barter I land 
the y' fore but i a sea 0 clo ly beset with ice, no accurate 
observation as to the direction of the tide could be obtained. 
. The Rocky Mountain either terminated abreast of our present 
ituation, or rered d 0 '£ to the southward as to be imper

ceptible from e coast a few iles b yond th' reef. Lieutenant 
Back made k h of the ~ t we tern rno ntain, 'hich ap
pea in the annexed v.ignette, and which I had the pleasure of 
naming in ho our of r. Copl ton, Provost of Oriel College, 
now Bisho of Landaff. The ice being somewhat 100 ened by 
the flood tide, embarked at one P.M., to force the boat 
through the n no channels, and in the COll of two hour 
reached oint roWnlow, here e landed, for the purpo e of 
asc rtaining h t the ipe could be avoidM by passing into 
the bay that ned to 0 , trending to the south. 
We perceiv ·th tho bay was· e ery part fl 1, and strewed 

ith stones; and that the only pro of getti g forward was 
by entering the ice again, and po 'ng to nd about two 
miles fwlher to the est, which we rea r receiving 
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several heavy blows in pas ing through the loose ice at the en
trance of the strait, between · the central reef and the i land , 
where the pieces were much tossed by the tiqe. 

The view from the 8Outh-east part of the island led us, at fir t, 
to suppose that we might proceed by keeping close to it south 
shore; but in making the attempt, the boat repeatedly took the 
ground, and we were obliged to seek a pas age by the north ide 
of the island. At the end ,of a :mile in that direction we were 
stopped by the ice being unbroken, from the shore, and clo ely . 
packed to seaward, ~ is repre ted in the annexed engraving, 
from a sketch taken by Lieutenant Back, at the tent, ,about 
thirty feet above the horizon. Since the day after 'our departure 

, from the Mackenzie, when we first came to the ice, we had not 
witnessed a more unfavourable prospect than ~hat b~fore us. 
No water was to be seen, either from the tents, or frO! the 
different points of the 'island which we vi iied, for the purpose 
of examining into the state of the ice. We were n,ow scantily 
supplied with fuel; the drift timber being covered by the ice 
high up the bank, except just where the boat had landed. 

In the evening a gale came on from the east, and blew throu h
out the followin'g,day: we vainly hoped this would produce some 
favourable c~ange; and the water froze in the kettle on the 
night of the 5th. The position of the encampment was ascer
tained by observation to be, latitude 70° 11' N.; longitude 
145° 50' w.; variation 42° 56' E.; so that notwithst~ndiDg the 
obstructions we had met, an adv~nce of two degrees of longitude 
had been made in the two preceding days. 

THis island received the name of Flaxman, ill honour of the 
late. eminent sculptQr. It· about four miles long, and t 0 

bro,ad, and· at highest elevation, about fifty feet. In 
one of tl ~ raY! ' here rtion of the bank h d been carried 

. away by the ill t ice, w~ perceived that. the ratum 
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of 100 earth wa not more than ' ighteen inche thick, the 
lower bed being frozen mud; 'yet this small quantity of soil, 
though very wampy, nouri hed grasse, several of the arctic 
plant ,and om few willows, that were about three inche high. 
Several bould l' ton s wei'e 'scattered on its beach, and also in 
the chann 1 that eparate it from the main shore. 
. An ea terly wind gave place to a culm on the morning of the 
'7th: and as thi -chan'ge, though it produced no effect in 100 n· 
ing the ice to the nQrth, cau ed more , water to flow into the 
channel between the i land and the main, we succeeded with 
little difficulty in crossing the flats that had before imp ded us, 
Beyond thi bar the water gradually deepened to thre fathoms; 
and a favourable breeze pringing up, w et the all, and teered 
for the quter point of lan.d in. sight, We continued in smooth 
water until w reached Point Thorn on, whe~., having lost the 
helter of ' the i 'e \vhich wa aground on a tongue of gravel 

projecting from Flaxman I land, we became exposed to an 
unplea ant well. 

The Lion wa v ry leaky, in con equence of the blows he 
had rec ived from the ice; but as we could keep her fi'ee by' 
balin , we did not 10 e the favourable moment. by stopping to 
r pair her, Our COUl' e was continued pa t Point Bullen, until 
we cam to an island lying three miles from the shore, which 
proved to be connected with the main land by a reef. Dazzled by 
the glare of the 'un in our eye , the surf, which was breaking on 
thi reef, was mistaken for a ripple of the tide; and although the 
sails were lowered, as a measure of precaut1bn, we were so near 
before the mi take was discovered, that the strength of th 'wind 
drove the Lion aground, by which accident she took in much 
water. The exertions of the crew soon ~t he at, and both 
boats were pulled' to windward of the i -Ia . ' The sails were 
then s t, but as the wind had by this , time i sed to a strong 
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gale, they we.re close reefed. We stood along the coa t, looking 
for a f~vourable landing-place, that we might obtain heIter from 
an approaching storm which the appearance of the sky indicated, 
and to repair the damage which the Lion had sustained. At 
length, some posts that had been erected by the E quimaux on 
a point, denoted an approachable pint of the coast, and we 
effected a landing after ' lightening the boats, by carrying part 
of the cargo two hundred yards through the water. The main 
'Shore to the westward of Flaxman Island is so low that it is not 
visible at the distance of three m~les, with the exception of three 
small hummocks, which look like island . 

The carpenter had fini hed the repairs of t~e boat by mid
night, and we were prepared to go forward, but were prevented 
from m!>ving by a very thick fog, which continued t!lroughout 
tIle night, and till eleven on the morning of the 8th, The storm 
continued violent throughout the day, but the fog cleared away 
for the space ~f two hour , and enabled us to perceive that the ice, 
which in the preceding evening had been at a considerable 
distance from the land, was now tossing about, in large inas es, 
cIo e to the border of the shallow water. We were al 0 enabled, 
during the interval of clear weather, to a certain, by a tronomical 
ob ervations, the latitude 70° 16' 27" N.; longitude 147° 38' W.; 
and variation 43° 15' E. 

The hunters were sent out in pursuit of some deer that were 
seen, ' and Augu tus . killed on. They a certain ed, during the 
c1:ta e, that we wer:~ on .an i land, eparated from the main hore 
by a channel, fordable at low water. At thi encampment we 
re~arked the first instance of regularity in the tide. It was low 
water at ~a past nine on the evening of. the 7th, and high 
water at last two the following morning; the ri being 
sixteen inch An equally regnlar tide was ob erved on the 
8th, but we , ... id not ascertain the direction of the flood 
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After sun et the quaIls became extremely violent; and until 
three in the afternoon of the 9th, the fog wa 0 dense that every 
object more di tant than forty yard, wa hidden. After that 
period, a partial cleame s of th ~ at,mo phere discove~ed to us the 
wav more high than the d y before, and beating heavily again t 
the weather beach of the i land. ' We rejoiced, however, at ing 

large stream of ice to windward, suppo ing that it pre nce 
there would cau e the swell to go down, and that we should be 
able to proceed a soon a the wind hould fall. 'Ve employed 
ours lves in observing the dip with Meyer's and the common 
needles, as well as the magnetic force. The mean dip was 
82" ~b'. The temperatu ,of the air thi day varied from 3 ° to 
45°. High ater took place at fifteen minute after three P.M., 

the rise Qeing two £ et. The water did not faU so low as 
ye terday, owing to the wind blowing more aero the mouth of 
the' bay. L 

On the lOth, the continuance of the gale, and of the fog more 
opaque, if po sibl~, than before, and more' wet, were not only pro
ductive of irksome detention, hut they prevented us from taking 
exercise; our walks being confined to a ace between the mark 
whi~h the Esquimaux had put up on two projecting points, 
w,bither we went at every glimp e of clearnes, to examine into 
the state of the waves. We witnessed with regret, in ,these short 
rambles, the havoc which thi dreary weather made among t the 
flowers. Many that had been blooming on our arrival, were 
DOW lying prostrate and withered. These ' symptoms of decay 
could nDt fail painfully to remind us that the term of our ope,ra
tions was fast approacl ing; and often, at this time, did every 
one expre a wish that we had some decked vessel,' in bich 
the provisiOD could be secured from the i ~ry of water, and 
the crew when they required ight 
quit thi . steer t ley Cape. 
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The annexed sketch taken by Lieutenant Back, conveys a 
better picture of our encampment, and of tIle murkiness of the 
atmosphere, than any description of mine could uo, and points 
out the propriety of designating this dreary place by the name of 
Foggy Island. As an instance of the illusion occasioned by the 
fog, I may mention that our hunters sallied forth, on more than 
one occasion, to fire at what they supposed to be deer, on the 
bank about one hundred yards from the tents, which, to their 
surprise, took wing, and proved to be cranes and geese. 

The wind changed from east to west in the course of the night, 
and at eight ill the morning of the 11 tll, the fog dispersed suffi
ciently to allow of our seeing a point bearing N.\,\T. by \V., about 
three miles and a half distant, which we supposed to be an 
island. 'Ve, therefore, ha5.tencd to embark; but before the 
boats could be uragged so fa.r from the shore that the), would 
float, the fog l'eturned. The wind, howm~r, hcing light, we 
resolved to proceed, and stecr by compass, to the laud that had 
been secn. Soon after quitting the beach we IUd with shoals, 
which forced us to alter the course more to the north; and having 
made the distance at which we estimated the point to be, alld 
being ignorant which _way the coast trcnded beyond it, we rested 
for some time upon the oars, in the hope that the fog would clear 
away, even for a short time, to enable us to shape our course 
anew; hut in vain; all our movcmeuts in the bay being impeded 
by the tlats that surrounded us, we were compellt.>d to return to 
Foggy Island. S~arccly had the mell made a fire to dry their 
clothes, which were thoroughly wet from wading ovcr the fiats, 
tllan the fog again dispersing, we pushed off once more. 011 this 
occasion wl)hrrivedabreast of the point whilst the weathcr con
tinued clear, but round a reef, over which the waves washed, 
.tretdling to tb!> north-west, beyond the ·extent of our view. 
Just .. ·we t""";n .to p_eed alonlli the reef, the recl!rrence of 
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the fog rendered it necessary for us to seek for shelter on the 
shore; and as we were heartily tired of our late encampment, 
we endeavoured to find another, but the shoals prevented our 
reaching any landing-place. "\Ve, therefore. retraced our course, 
though with much reluctance, to Foggy Islano, which the men 
declared to be an enchanted island. Though our wanderings 
this day did not exceed seven miles, the crews were employed 
upwards of two hours in dragging the boats through the mud, 
when the temperature of' the water was at 40°, and that of the 
air 41 °. They endured this fatigue with the greatest ellcerflll
ness, though it was evident they suffered very much from the 
coM; aOll ill the el'ening we 'witnessed the ill effects of t.his kind 
of labour by tilllIing their legs much :swelled and inflamed. The 
fear of their becoming ill from a frequent repetition of such 
operations: made me resolve not to attempt the passage of these 
fiats again tm the 'weaOlCr slwuId ue so clear that we might 
ascertaiu their extent, amI sec in what way they might be passed 
with less risk. l;'og is, of all others, the most hazardous Rtate of 
the atmosphere for navigation in an icy sett, especially when it 
is accompanied by strong breezes, but particularly so for boat.s 
where t.he shore is UlHlpproaehallle. If caught by a, gale, a hcttvy 
swell, or drifting icc. the result must be their wreck, or the 
throwing the provisions overboard to lighten them, so as to pro
ceed into shoal water. l\1any large pieces of icc were seen on 
the borders of' the shallow water; and from the lowness of the 
t~mperature, we concluded that the main bop.y was at no great 
distance. 'Ye had also passed through it stream of perfectly 
fresh water. which we supposed was poured out from ;a large 
river in the immediate vicinity, but the fog prevented ,our seeing 
its outlet. The atmosphere was equally foggy thzoughout die 
night, and all the 12th, although the wind had changed wthe 
.cast, and . blew a. strong breeze. Winds from ·.thii 'luarter bad 
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been .e.xtrelllelyprevalent since the preceding April: but on our 
former .. visit . to ·the Polar Sea, they had been of rare occurrenct:, 
and confined to the spring months, which we passed at Fort 
Enterprise. The obstinate 'continuance of fog forms another 
material difference between this season and the same pcriou of 
1821 • . We were only dctaint.'<.l three times iu navigating along 
the coast that year to the cast of the Coppcrmine Iliver; but on 
this voyage hardly a day passed after our departure ii'om the 
l'faokcnzie that the atmosphere 'was not, at some time, so foggy 
as to hide every ohject more distant than f()Ur or five miles. The 
day that I visited iVlount Conybeare, aud that spent on :Flaxman 
Island, form the only exceptions to t.his remark. .A question, 
therefore, suggests itself :-'Vhence arises this difference? which, 
I presume, can be best answcreu hy reference to the greater 
accumulation .of ice on t}lis coast, and to the Im\' and very 
swampy nature of the land. There is a co:.tstant exhalation of 
moisture from the icc and swamps during the snmmer months, 
which is, perhaps, prevented fl'om being carried off by the 
vicinity of the Rocky l\Ioulltains, and, therefore, becomes COHw 

ueuseu into a fog. The coast to the eastward of the Coppcrmillfr 
River is high and dry, and fill' less encumbered with ice. 

Some deer appearing ncar the encampment, a party was· 
uespatchcd in pursuit of them; but having been previously 
fired at hy Augustus, they proved too wary. The exertion~ of 
the men were, however, re'warded by the capture of some geese 
and ducks. The .whole of the vegetation had now assulUed the 
autumnal tint. 
. There was not the least abatement in the wind, or change in 

the murky atmosphere. throughout the 13th. The party assem
bled at divine service, and· afterwards amused themselves as they 
couLl iR; ~ir tents. which were now so saturated with wet as to be 
very t>Q...ro.1less abodes .; . and in order to keep ourselves tolerably 
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warln we were obliged to cover the feet with blanket,.; our 
protracted stay having caused such a great expenditure of ,the 
drift-wooo, that we found it necessary to be frugal in its use, 
and only to light the fire when we wanted to cook the meals. . 
The nights, too, we regretted to finu, were lengthening very 
fast; so that from ten P.M. to two A.M., there was too little light 
for proceeding in any unknown track. 

The u'ind this Jay was moderate, but the fog was more dense, 
amI very wet. Tireu, however, of the confinement of the tent, 
most of the party wandered out in sea.rch of amusement, though 
we could not see one humb'cu yards; and some partridges, ducks, 
and gccst:, were shot. 

The fog was dilSperscd at seven ill the morning of the 15th, 
by a north-cast gulf', which createu too great a surf on the bea,(~h 

for us to hiunch the boats, and the tog returned in the cvt!ning. 
The temperature fC:fll to 35", amI in the course of the night ice 
was. formed on the small pools ncar the encampment. Augustus 
set otl'in the afternoon to cross over to the main shore for the 
purpose of hUlltiug, and to sec whether there were any traces of 
the western Esquimaux, but he founu lIOlle, amI only saw three 
rcill -deer. 

The weather again became cl ear~ aftcr the sun rose, 011 the 
16th, and ,re em barked as SOOIl as the flowing of the tide enabled 
us to launch the boats, a11 ill the highest spirits at the prospect 
of escaping from this uctestable island, We took auvantage of 
the fair wind, sct the sails, and. steered to the westward parallel 
to the coast. 'Ve had llever more than from ' three to six feet 
water, for the first seven miles, until we hau passed round the 
reef that projects from the point we had so often attempted to 
reach, and which was named Point Anxiety, 

Between Point Anxiety and Point Chand"", which is eight 
miles further to the westward, the land was occasionally _ ,; 
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but after rounding the latter point we lost sight of it, and steered 
to the westward across thc mouth of Yarhnrough T nIet, the 
soundings varying from five fcet to two fathoms, The fog 
returned, and the wind freshening, soon created such a swell 
npon the flats, that it became necessary to 1Hml furth er th)J)1 the 
land; but the drift icc beginning to close around us, we eould 
nO longer proceed with safety, and, therciore, endeavourcu to 
n.ml a landing-place. An attempt 'was made at Point Heald, 
and another on the western poillt of Prudhoe hay, but both were 
frustrated by the ~hoalness of the water, and the height of the 
surf. The increasing violence of t he gale', however, and dcnsi ty 
of the fog, rendering: it ab~olutdy llCCCSSill'Y fiJI' us to ohtain sollle 

shelter, we stood out to seaward, with the vicw of' rnakin~ {;Ist to 
a large piece of ice. In om· ,,·ay we fell among gra~·elly reefs, 
and arriving at the same time suddenly ill smooth ,,·atcl", we 
effected a landing on one of them. A tcmI~orary dispersion of 
the fog sllOwed that we were sUlTonnded with b:lllks nearly on a 
level with the water, and protected to seaward hy a largc body 
of ice lying aground. The patch of gnwd on which we were 
encamped, was about fiye hundred yards in circumference, dcsti~ 
tute of water, and ,vith lln m~re drift wood thall a. few willow 
branches, sufficient to make one fire. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ConUllcuce Itd ll rll to tllc Milch·llzic-DI·lu)<·\\ again at F()~gy hlallll- I cc pncke<l 011 the 
ne('r.~ ncar fJ l'nutiJrt 8 (1)". ano nil the COI!.~t about Clan'nce River-]'u5s the Channels 
l lcur Hcrsdltl Island in a (~alr and )o'ug-A ~ud{lcli Gnlt'-E~cllpe an Att.Dek whicb 

the Mountaill Indiuns meditated-Enter the Mackrnzie- PeellUvcr-Arrivlll at }'ort 
Fr:lnJ..liu. 

THE period had no\"," arrived when it was incumbent on me to 
consider, ,,;hethcr the prospect of' our attaining the object of'the 
voyage was sufficiently encouraging to warrant the exposure of 
the party to daily increasing risk, hy continuing on. 'Vc were 
now only half way from the JVfackcnzic 11iver to Icy Cape; 
and the chance of reaching the latter, depended on the nature 
of the coast that was yet unexplored, and the portion of the 
summer which yet remained for our operations. 

I knew, from the descriptions ~f Cook and Durney, that the 
'Shore about Icy Cape resembled that we had already passed, in 
being flat, and difficult of approach; while the general trending 
of the coast from the Mackenzie to the west·north.west, nearly 
in the direction of Icy Cape, combined with the information we 
had collected from the Esquimaux, led me to conclude that ·no 
material change would be found ill the intermediate portion. 

The preceding narrative shows the difficulties of navigating 
such a coast, even during the finest part of the summer; ~ 
indeed. any portion of a season which had been m""ked by", 
constant succession of fogs and gales could be called fine. ' . ,No 
opportunity of advancing had been let slip, after the 'time .,f'_ 


