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No material alteration took place in the weather on the J 2th. '626. 

The temperature was 45° ; but from the force of' the winO., anu ~ 
Ii . h b r I I . Wednesday, our con nement In t e oats, we Ie t co U. In the evenmg 12th. 

two elderly Esquimaux came to us in their kaiyacks, shouting 
as they approached the boats, and paddling boldly alongside. 
They told us that they were the s..'\IDC two whom we had seen 
in the morning of the 10th watching us while at brcakfa . .,t, 
though they had first discovereu us on the 9th, anu had seen 
Ooligbuek kill the deer. which had alarmed them greatly; 
they had since been to inquire about us from the party at roint 
l:nc(}untcr, and having learnt that we were well-disposed. they 
had come to open a commnnication. JII allusion, I suppose. to 
the attempt on t.he Union, they often said that the Esquimaux 
at the river's month were bad pcop]c, but that they them-
selves were good-hearted men; ami they stnwk their ureasts 
forcibly with their hands, to give energy t8 thcir assuranccs. 
They told us that a large party of their coulltrymen, who were 
at present fishing at the mouth of' a river to the eastward, would 
soon nlOve in thi~ direction to kill white whales. Ectkoo-yak, 
the principal spokesman, illvi~e<.l us to go to his tents, where, he 
saitl, the WOlllcn would be glad to receive us; and nulled, that 
next day he would bring four of' his countrymcn to visit us. 
,\Ve made them II handsome present of iron-work ; and having 
paid, with beads, for some dried fish which they brought, sent 
them away highly contente,!. 
. At seven o'clock in the morning of the 13th, nine Esquimaux ThursdllY, 

came to us, amo.ngst whom were our two acquaintances of' yester- l ath . 

day . . S?meofthe young men inquired when we were going away, 
and seemed to 00. anxious that we should depart; but our friend 

. Eetk-oo-yakrgavc us ,8 pressing invitation to his tents, and wished 
to" embark, in ,the boats to conduct us thither. · We declined 
l>ia .p",~; and the wind having moderated, we unmoored the 
'-to; '!lad rowed along the coast. The natives followed us, and 
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oon aft rward four women and two boy came off in an oorniak, 
and excl an(1 dome boot, pieces of leather, deer's meat, and 
fi ,for bead. The point on which their tent were pitched 
wa named Point " Tarren, after my friend uptain Samuel 
Varren, of the Royal1\Tavi. A we cOlltinu d our course the 

oomiak returned to the hore, and the men a1 0 left us soon 
afterward, apparently plea. ed with our departure; for the 
k m led(1e of the effect of our muskets eemed to have im
pre ed them with orne dread. They were tattooed across the 
cheek. The tribe to the we tward of the Mackenzie are de-
cribed by Captain Franklin, (p. 120,) a following a different 

fa hi~n in the application of this ornament. 
"T e coasted this day a flat hore, with dry ands running off 

to the di "tance of two or three miles, and we pas ed wi thin 
ev ral hoals, on which orne heavy ice had grounded. Only a 

few mall treams · of ice were een, although the ice .. blink was 
vi ibl the whole day. Soon after rounding Point Warren, we 
cro ed the mouth of a large river, the water being muddy and 
fresh for a breadth of three mile , and the sounding lead was let 
down to the depth of five fathoms, without striking the bottom. 
This ri er i , perhap , a branch of the Mackenzie, and falls into 
a bay, on which I I ave bestowed the name of my esteemed 
friend Copland H'utchison, :Esq., Surgeon Extraordinary to His 
Royal Highne the Duke of Clarence. On its ea t side there 
i an i land, which wa ' named after Captain Charles Phillips, of 
the Royal Navy., to whom the nautical world is indebted for the 
double-capotan, and many other important inventions. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon, rainy weather etting in, we 
made for a mall island, and mooring the boats as near the 
beach as we ,could, covered them up, and land dto prepare sup
per. The length of the day', voyage was twenty-eight miles 
and a half. Mr. K ndall named the i land in honour of Mr. 
Atkinson, of B rry-Hou e: it is situated in latitude 69° 55' N ., 
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longitude 130' 43' 'V., and is separate'" from a flat, and orca
sionally inundated shore, by a narrow creek. It is bounded 
towards the sea by a bulwark of sand-hills, drifted by the wind 
to the height of thirty feet. Under their shelter seventeen 
winter-houses have been erected by the nativ(,s. hesides a large 
building, which, from its structure, seemed to he intended tor a 
place of assembly for the tribe. Oolighuck said he thought it 
was a general eating-room, hut he was not ('ertain, as his tribe 
erect no such uuildillgs. 

I annCl: a section ane] ground pIau of one of the largest 

lea •. 
July. -13th. 
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of'the dwelling-houses. The centre (A) is a square of ten 
feet, having a level flooring, with a post at each corner (D, D) 
to support the ridge-poles '*, on which the roof rests. The 
recesses eB) are intended. for sleeping-places. Their floors have 
a gentle inclination in wards, and arc raised a foot above the 
ccntl'al HODl·jUg. Their hack walls al'j~ a foot high, and incline 
outwards like tllc back of' a. chair. The ridge-poles are six lbet 
aboye the fioor, the roof' being fiat in the centre, and sloping 
OYer the recesscs. The inside of the buildiJlg is lined with 
split_wood, and the outside is strongly but roughly built of logs, 
tlw 'whole bcin?, ('ovcrcu with carth. An inclincd platform (C) 
forill s fhe aSC(,11t to the uoor, which is in the middle of olle of 
th(-> recesses, and is four feet high; and th9 threshold, uciug on a 
level with, the central flooring, is raised three feet above the sur~ 
rounuillg gl'Qlllld, to guard against jJlundatious. There is a 
square hole in lhe roof: neal' the door, inlclldcd fol' ventilation, 
or for [Ill occa~iollal entrance. A s we obs(,l'ved no fire-places jn 
these dwellings, it is probable that they arc heated, ami tlw 
cookery performed. in the winter, with lamps. Some of the 
houses were built front to front, with a very narrow passage 
hctwecn them leading to the doors, which \\'cr~ opposite to each 
other, This passage must fOI'111 it snug pOl'ch ill the winter 
when it is covered wlth slabs of frozen snow, and.onc end stopped 
up. S01l1e of the larger houses which stood single, had log-porches 
to slH~lter their ooors; and near each house there was a square 
or oblong pit, fOlll' teet beneath the surface of the growld, lined 
and COVCl'(,>U with drift_timber, which was evidently intended for 
a store-house. 

The large building for an assembly-room was, in the interior, 
a square of twenty-seven feet, having the log-roof supported on 

T~e ridge.poles were omitted in the section by mistake. 
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two strong ridge poles. two fect apart, and resting on four upl·ight 
posts. The floor in the cent re, form ed of ~plit logs. dressed ant} 
laid with great care, was surrounded by a )·ui!'cu. border ahout 
three feet wide, which was, ll O doubt., meant fur seals. T he 
walls, three feet high, were inclined outwards, for the conveniencc 
uflcaning t.he back ~gain st them, amI tIle alsccnt to the uuor, 
which was on tlle south side, was formed of logs. T he oulsille, 
covered with earth, had. nearly a hemispherical form, amI round 
its hase there were ranged the skulls of twenty-onc whalc~ . 

There was a sq~are hole ill the roof, and the celltral log of the 
floor had a basin-shaped cavity, one foot ill d iameter, which was, 
perhaps, in tended for a lam p. The general at.t.ent ion to comfort 
ill the construction of the village, ami the el'cclion of a Lu ildillg 
of' such. magnitude, requiring an union of purpose ill a, cO~ lsiu er

able number of people, arc evidences of no small progress towards 
civilization. ' Yhale skulls were confin ed to the large ull ildillg, 
.. md to one of the dwcHing.houscs. which · had three or lour 
placed round it. l\1any wooden trays, and hand-barrows for 
ci\nying whale blubber, werc lying 0 11 the groulld, most of them 
in a state of decay. 

lHyriads of musqui toes, whieh reposed among tllc grass; rose in 
clouds when disturbed, and gave us much an lloyance. Many 
snow birds were hatching 0 11 the l .Join t, and we saw swans, Calluua 

geese, eider, king, arctic, and surf ducks; several glaucous, sil very, 
black-headed, and ivory gulls, together wit.h tcms and northern 
divers . . Some laughing geese passed to the northward in the 
evening, which may be considered as a sure inc.lication of land in 
that direction. The sea-water at Atkin,on Island being quite salt, 
and tile ponds on the ahore brackish, wc had recourse to the ice 
that uy 9""m1 -for a 8upply of fresh water. Strong gales of 
wind, with heavy rain, continued all night. 

The rain OOasing at four o'clock in the morning of the 14th, 
2 F 
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we embarked, and pulled along a sandy bar which projected 
five or ix mile from Atkin on Island, and was covered by l~a es 
of ice . We had not left the beach above an hour, when a thick 
fog hid the land from our view, and a noi e of break r being at 
the arne time heard, we deemed it prudent to moor the boat 
to a piece of round d-ice, and wait for cl ar weather. Aftcr a 
time, t.he fog di per ing partially, we made sail b fore a fresh 
br ezc towards th.e mo t ea terly point of land ill sight, but we 
had not advanced above five or six miles before the looming of 
the hoI' 011 the larboard bow made it nece ary to haul to the 

. wind; nhd the fog ut:!coming a den e as ever, we ran aground 
on om £Jat where the surf n ady fillcd the boats. On lower
ing the ail, deeper water wa attained, but the wind began to 
blow har~l directly upon the shore, and we could not discover a 
landing-place, nor did we even know our distance fi'om the beach. 
In this dil mma ' w saw a long line of floating sea·wecd, and 
OoliO'buck ugO'estingthat it came from the mouth of a l'iver, we fol. 
lowed its direction, and, with the aid of the ounding-Iead, groped 
our way betwixt two shoal into a well heltered inlet. I-Iere there 
was a good landing-plac , and we deemed our elves peculiarly 
fortunate in r aching 0 nug a harbour, fo the fog continued 
all day, and in the afternoon the wind increa ed to a heavy gale. 
The inlet wa named Browell Cove, in honour 'of the Lieutenant
Governor of the Royal Ho pital at Greenwich, and the bay to 
the we tward of it, M'Kinley .Bay, out of re pect to Captain 
Georg IVI' rinl y, of th aval A ylum. The latitude of the 
mouth of Brow 11 v i 70° ., and th longitude 1300 19' W. 

V did not a c rtain it extent, but as it water is bracki h, it 
probably communicates with E quimaux Lake, which, ac ording 
to Indian I port, lies behind th i land that form thi part of the 
coast. S verallarge basins of aIt water communicate with the 
COve. Some herd of deer were seen, but too many hunters going 
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in pursuit of them, they were frightened away. The temperature 
throughout the day was 42°. 

I observed forty species of plants in flower here, of which 
nearly one~third were grasses and carices. The Thdft common 
on the sandy parts of the British coast is a frequent ornament of 
Browell Cove; and seven or eight of the other plants seen there, 
are natives of the Scottish hill.. Two dwarf species of willow 
were the only shrubs. 

The fog clearing away, and the wind moderating, we 'embarked 
about three in the morning of the 15th; and steering along the 
coast, came to a group of low sandy islands, that were separated 
by wide but very shallow channels, and skirted, to the distance of 
five or· six miles, by sand-banks, which were nearly dry at low water. 
In rounding these banks our soundings varied from two feet to 

two fathoms, and we were occasionally led almost . out of sight 
of the land. During the whole day we saw much ice to seaward, 
and in some places it was so closely packed as to render it doubt~ 
ful whether a ship would have been able to make way through 
it. The line of deep water was marked by large masses of ice 
lying abrround, and was about tcn miles from the shore. As we 
could liot reach the beach, we discm barked upon a piece of ice 
at noon, and cutting up a spare scat for fire-wood, proceeded to 
cOok our breakfast, and make observations for latitude and mag
netic variation. 

After rounding the shoals, we made a lra,wse of ten miles 
~ an,inlet, where the water ran out with a strong current; 
and, .~~,/ive fathoms deep, it was nearly fresh. This I sup
poeed . :~f:;~ ; ~not~r .communication bet.wixt Esquimaux Lake 
and tIoe;~i!il,~IjIl; naDi~ it Rjlsse\I Inlet, after the distinguished 
Profei!o~:'~" (llinjOil '8urFY " in the University of Edinburgh. 

' '','. -." . 4' 

Tbelulff,'Ml\'ia! weiler. side W85 called Cope Drown, out of 
1e8p8Ct',cothe .,.i.,.H;t bii'-niot, whose scie,ntific re""arcbes reBect 
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so much credit on British talent; and that to the eastward· of 
the inlet received the name of Dalhousie, in honour of His 
Excellency the Governor-in-Chief of the Canadas. Cape Dal
housie consists of a number of high, sandy islands, resembling 
those seen from Sacred Island, in the mouth of the Mackenzie. 
~r e entered some deep inlets amongst them, in search of a land .. 
;ng-place, but the beach was every where too flat. At length, 
after dragging the boats through the mud for a considerable 
way. and carrying the ~argoes for a quarter of a mile over a flat 
sand, we reached the shore, and pitched the tents. The island 
on which we encamped was similar to the others, being from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty feet high above the water, and 
bounded on aU r-;ides by steep, sandy clift ... , wllich were skirted by 
flat sands .. }"rom the summit of the island we had the unpleasant 
view of a sea covered with float.ing ice, as far as the eye could 
reach to the eash'·aru. Temperature lIm'ing the greater part of 
the day 550

; at nine P.M. 52°. 'Vind easterly. The length of 
this day's voyage was thirty miles and a half; the latitude of the 
encampment 700 12', and longitude 1:290 21' W. 

On the 16th the boats were afloat, and loaded by seven in the 
morning, when we pulled round Cape Dalhousie, and fbund the 
land trending as we wi!Shed to the south-east. Since reaching 
the sea, the coast had gradually inclined to the northward, which, 
with the increased quantity of ice seen on the two or three last 
days, led us to fear that a cape might exist, extending 80 fa. to 
the northward, as to prevent us from reaching the Coppermine 
River within the period to which our voyage was· limited . . It WIIIt; 

therefore, with .peeuliar satisfaction, that, on putting asho~ . ~ 

cook breakfast, we saw distant land to the S,E., ·appuently 'o{ 
greater height than that which we had rC\lClltly roasted ;' ,..,d,,,,, 
now flattered ourselves that we were about 1o·leave·jlehind· ... 'dIi! 
low coasts and 8hoa18, which render the.bOahavif!alioB.aa-.dii!I. 
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mouthi, of the Mackenzie and Esquimaux Lake so perplexing 
and hazardous. Many deer were seen at our breakfasting_place, 
and the musquitoes annoyed them so mueh that there would 
have been no difficulty in approaching them, if we could have 
spared time to send out the hunters. 

Having obtained an observation for latitudc, we directed our 
course to a projecting point across an inlet, with no land visible 
towards it,:; bottom. The soundings in the middle of the open. 
ing exceeded nine fh.thoms; the water became less salt as we 
advanced, and at last coultl only be termcd brackish. The point 
proved to be an island sixteen mileR dist.:"lnt fi'om our bl"(:~ak~ 

fasting-place; and as we approachcu it, we had the mortification 
to perceive a coast seven or eight mileR beyond it., app":;. tly 
continuous, and trending away to the north-north.,\;er ·· The 
island was named Nicholson Island, as a mark of my cstecm for 
\ViHiam Nicholson, l~sC]., of Hochester. It i~ bounded by high 
cliffs of sand and mud, and rises in the interior to the height of 
four hunured feet above the Hea. The cliffs were thawed to the 
depth of three feet, but frozen umlcl'neath, anu the water issuing 
from the thawing ground caused the mud to boil out and flow 
down the banks. There were many small lakes on the island, 
and a tolerably good vegetation. Amongst other plants I gathered 
here a very beautiful Amedean cowslip, (dodecaLk.on,) which 
grew ·in the moist valleys. From the summit of the island a 
piece of water, resembling a large river, and bearing south, was 
seen winding through a country pleasantly varied by gently 
sweUing ,hills and dales, and differing so much in character from 
theallllvii!1.eland. we had just left, that I thought myself jus
ti&d-,w' <lODsidariog it to be part of the main land. F'rom 
:S.~.'0:,W'N:,W. ··'open ·water. was seen, broken only by a few 

:ia1 ...... timt.-.e·, mimed after Major-.Geueral Campbel~ of the 
.~~.: ,.This large : sheet of water is undoubtedly the 
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Esquimaux Lake, which, according to the natives, not only COJl1.t 

mUl1icates with the eastern branch of the Mackenzie, but .re., 

ceives, besides, two large rivers; and, consequently, the whole 
of the land which ",,"e coasted frolU Point Encounter, is a collec.. 
tion of islamh. The temperature varied this day from 38° to 5.50• 

The length of the day's voyage was thirty-three miles: the Iati_ 
titude of our encampment 69° 57', imu longitude 1280 18' 'V. 

Ou the 17th a thick f(lg detained us until nine o'clock in the 
morning, when it dispersed, and we left our encampment. About 
two miles H:oIll N icholsou's Island the water was nine fathoms 
dt.."Cp, and had a brackish taste ; Lut as we continued our course 
to the northward, it became shoaler and salter. This added to 
the probability of the windillg clJallncl, which bore south, being 
a large riyer; and that opinion was further strengthened. by 
our observing, when we landed to breakfast, the shore to be 
strewed with tidl!-wrack, resembling that which is generally 
found on the banks of' rivers in this counh'y, such as pieces 
of willows, fragments of fresh-water plants, and lumps of peat 
earth. 'i\Te were delighted to find here a beach of sand and 
fine b'Tuvcl, bold enough to admit of our running the boats upon 
it. The fresh footsteps of a party of Esquimaux were seen on 
the sand. 

After obtaining an observation for latitude, we embarked, and 
continued our course along the coast until we came to the ex. 
tremity of a cape, which ,,"lIB formed by an island separated lrom 
the main by a shallow channel. The cliffs of t1!i. island w~ 
about forty feet high, and the snow which had accumulated ·~ 

tbem in the willter, WIIB Dot yet dissolved, but, owing . tQ .. thtc!, 
iafiltration and freezing of water, now limned an .incliped .. buIJc, 

" " '<.k 

of ice, nearly two-thirds of the height of the cliff. T~,~I1"' ;~ 
ieeherg, being undermined b}' tbe action m the way .... ~IIt8B. 
ita position only by its adhesion to the fr02en cIifF'.bebiad.'it.>. r .. ( . .,-
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80me places large masses had broken off and floated away, whilst 
in others the 'currents of melting snow flowing from the flat land 
above, had ~vered the ice with a thick coating of earth; so that 
at first sight it appeared as if the hank had broken down; the 
real structure of the iceberg being perceptible only where rents 
existed. In a similar man.ner the frozen bank;, or iceLergs, 
covered with earth, mentioned by I~ieutenant KotzebuE', in his 
voyage to nchring Straits, might hu\'c been fin'll1(',(1. Had the 
whole mass of frozen snow broken off from this bank, an iceberg 
would have been prouuced thirty feet wide at its base, and 
covered on one side to the depth of a foot, or more, ''''ith black 
earth. The island was com posed of sand amI :slaty clay, into 
which the thaw had not penetrated above a foot. The ravines 
were lined with fragments of compact white limestone, and a 
few dwarf-bh'ches and willows grew on their sides. The sun's 
rays were very powerful this day, and the heat was oppressive, 
even while sitting at rest in the boat; the temperature of the 
air at noon being, in the shade, 62°, and that of the surf~tce water, 
where the soundings were three fathoms, 55°. 

Immediately after rounding the cape, which was named after 
His Excellency Sir Peregrine l\lait1and, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Upper Canada, we entered a channel ten miles wide, running to 
the eastward, with an open horizon in that direction; and a 
doubt arose as to whether it was a strait, or merely a hay. l"rany 
large masses of ice were floating in it, which proved to us that it 
had considerable depth; but the water being only brackish, 
excited ·s ""spicion that there was no passage through it. While 
we were lu>sitating whether to hazard a loss of time by exploring 
the~t>PeDltig, <)~to crOts over at once to the northern land, several 
~."'-' ."jm; ' alid the hope of procuring a supply of fresh 
~m4iii!etF"" to' put .. bore 'and encamp lor the night, that 
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the IIUilters might go in chase. The beach here was strewed 
with fragmcnts of dark-red sandstone, white sandsto,ne, white 
compact limestone, and a few pieces of syenite. There were 
many large trunks of spruce-firs lying on the sand, completely 
denuded of their bark and branches; and numerous cxuvire of a 
marine crnstaceous animal (gammar us burealis) lay at high water 
mark. Our huuters were successful, Ooliglmck and lVI'Leay each 
kiHing a decl". J\fany of thesc animals had tied to the cool moist 
sands 011 the coast, but C\'Cll there the musquitoes tormented 
them so much as to render them regardless of the approach of 
the hunters. The latitude of our encampment was 70° 7', longi. 
tude 127° 45'; and the length o( the d<Ly's voyage twenty-three 
miles. The temperature varied from 520 to G3°. lly watching 
thc motion of the tide for the greater part of the night, I fully 
satisfied mygclf that the ebb set out of tile opening, amI that the 
flood came round the laud on the north side; hence I concluded 
that there could be no passage to thc eastward in this dircction, 
and that the opening led into a bay, to which the name of Har
rowby was giYen, in honour of the Uight }Ionourable the Earl of 
Harrowhy. 

Embarking 011 the 18th at three in the morning, we set the sails 
to a f.1.vourable thQugh 1ight breeze, and using the oars at the same 
time, crossed Harrowby Bay, at its mouth. During the traverse, 
land was. seen round the bottom of the bay. On nearing th~ 
shore we distinguished twclve Esquimaux tents on an eminence; 
and a woman who was walking on the heach gav. the alarm, but 
not until we were near enough to speak to her, her surpriSe 
having fixed her to the spot for a time. The men then rush<lil. 
out, brandis\ling their knives, .. and, using the most .~hrea~n~ 
expressions, forbade us to land, amI desired .. us .to r~fIl,"·jIJ: 

, :.. , ,.. . . >'.'';';'''~ 

the way we came. Ooligbuck endeavoured ~ (!III!llJile\t ~ 
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by telling them that we were friends, but they replied only hy 
repeating their threats, and by hideous grimaces and gestures, 
which displayed great agility; frequently standing on one foot 
and throwing the other nearly as high as the head. A t length 
011 my bawliog "noowrerlawgo," (I wish to barter,) they became 
quiet at once, and one of them running tu his kayack, and pad
dling off'to us, was followed by many of the others, even beforc 

they could, witness the reception we gave him. They came 
bolUly alongside, jlnd exchanged their spears, {lrrows, bO\\'s, and 
some pieces of well-dressed seal-skin, for bits of old iron-hoop, 
files, and beads. They were aot so well furnisheu witll iron-work 
ns the Esquimaux we had seen farther to the wefStwaro, amI very 
eagerly received a supply from us. In our intercourse with 
them we experienced much advantage from a :simple contrivance 
suggested by Mr. Kendall, and constructed during Olll' halt iu 
Refuge Cove! it was a barricnde formed by .l"<Ii sing t.he ma:;ts 
and spare oars eighteen inches above the gunwale on two crutches 
or davits, which not only prevented our Esquill111UX visiters fl'OIll 

stealing out of the boats, but, in the event of a quarrel, could 
have been rendered arrow proof hy throwing the blankets or 
sails over it. On a light breeze springing up we sct the sails, 
and continuing to ply the oars, ac.lvanceu at the rate of four miles 
all. hour~ attended by cleven kayacks. Threc oomiaks with the 
w.omeri followed us, and wc founc.l that, when rowed hy two 
women, and steered by a third, they surpassed our boats in speed. 

The females, unlike those of the Indian tribes, had much 
handsomer feat~ than the men; and one young woman of the 
porty 'wo)lld bave been deemed pretty even in Europe. Our 
preseiits ," ,jj;em~d to render them perfectly happy, and they 
d~' '''il .... ucJi,t:es'taCy in their slender boats as to incur, more 
tlit~ pt:" biiiard: of being overset. A 1mndle of strings 
4!"'~ttiniWn' intO ' an OOlniak, it was caught by an old 
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woman, who hugged the treasure to her breast with the""Age8t 
expression of rapture, while another elderly dame, ..... h .. ·had 
stretched out her arms in vain, became the very picture of despa.i.r. 
On my explaining, however, that the present was for the whole, 
an amicable division instantly took place; and to show thei, gra.
titude, they sang a song to a pleasing ail', keeping time with their 
oars. They gave tiS many pressing invitations to pass the night 
at their tents, in which they were joined by the men; and to 
excite our lihcrality the mothers drew their children out of their 
wide boots, where they are accustomed to carry them naked, and 
holding them up, begged hPads for them. Their entreaties were, 
for a time, succes8f'1l1; hut being desirous of getting clear of our 
vjsitcrs before hrcakfast.time, we at length told them that our 
stock was exhausted, and they took leave. 

These Esquimaux were as inquisitive as the others Wt~ had 
seen respecting Gur names, alld were very desirous of teaching 
U8 tlle true pronunciation of theirs. They informed us that 
they had seen J ndians. and had heard of white people, but had 
ne'ller seen any before. l\Iy giving a little deer's meat to one of 
them in exchange for fish, led to an inquiry as to how we killed 
the animal. On which Ooligbuck showed them his gun, and 
obtaining permission, fired it off, after cautioning them not 
to be alarmed. The report astonished them much, and an .echo 
from some neighbouring pieces of ice made them think that the: 
ball had struck the .hore, then upwards of it mile distant, The 
women had left us previously; several of the men departed .the 
instant they heard the report; and the rest.. in a short ti!>!e; 
followed their example. They applied to the gun tn.e........, nm,e 
they ' give to their harpoons for killing whales. 

W ~ learned froin the .. people . that the . mOl1! ~. ~~r 
COIlstIDgW'" part of the main JaDd, and . t.laatl<J1l!!lt,l!IoI!t~ 

northward; wh~ appeared lIGOn IIfta,";'W pa.II. '~"',:':;i." 
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consiated Of · two islands; between which and the main ~hore. 

there was a l)8Ssage leading to the open sea. On lanuing to 
cook breakfast and obtain a meridian observation for latitude, we 
observed the interior of the country to be similar to that :seen 
from Nicholson's Island. The soil was in Some spots Kanuy. 
but, generally, it consisteu of' a tenacious clay which cracks 
ill the sun. The air wa.'!: perfumeu by numerous tufts of il 

beautiful phlox, and of a. still handsomer and vcry fi'agrant 
cruciform flower, of' a genus hitherto undescribetl. 

On re.embarking we pulletl about eight milcs farther betwixt 
the islands and the main, and found a narrow opening to the sea 
nearly barred up. The bottom was so soft and muddy that the 
poles sunk deep into it, and we could. not carry the cargo ashore 
to lighten tIle boats. 'Vc succeeuctl, however, ill g('ttinp- through, 
after much labour, altd the momcHt we crossed the bar, the 
"mter was greenisll, and perfectly salt. The ·cape fOl'lIIing the 
eastern point of this entrance lies in latitutlc 70" 3G' N., longitude 
12T' 35' W.; and proved to he the most northerly part of the 
main shore which we saw during the voyag(~. It iti a few miles 
farther north than UeturIl Heef of Capulin ]:rankljn, anu is 
most probably, with tIle exception of the Jand near Icy Cape, 
sin.ce disoovered by Captain llccchcy. in the Blossom, the most 
northern point of the American Continent. It wa~ calleu Cape 
Bathurst, in honour of the !light Honourable the l~arl of 
Bathurst, and the islands lying off it were named after George 
DaiiJie, Esq., of the Colonial Office. I could not account in any 
other way for tIle comparative f1'cshncss of the l:ihcct of' water 
we 'hadJeft;than byslll'posing that a sand·bank extended from 
.Cape I)&llioWlie t:o Baillie's Islands, impeding the communication 

'~,~, ,,,,,, ",!id this notion was supported by a line of hedvy 
)~~lli~'~'geel1 "'bth from Cape Bathurst and Cape J)alhousie. 
" ini :~~~!:ion' ofthe;'uppo.ed bar, and apparently aground. 
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Taking for granted that the accounts we received from the 
natives were (as our ().wn observations led us to believe) correct, 
Esquimaux Lake is a very extensive and curious piece of water. 
The J ndians say that it reaches to within four days' march of 
Fort Good Hope ; and the Esquimaux informed us tbat it 
extends from Point Encounter to Cape Bathurst, thus ascrib
ing to it all extent frolll north to south of more than one hun
dred amI forty miles, and from cast to west of one hundred and 
fifty. It is reported to be full of islands, to be every where 
brackish; and, besides its communication with the eastern branch 
of thp. IVfackenzie, to Tf'ceive two other large rivers. If a con
jecture may be hazarded about the original formation of a lake 
which we had so few opportuniticR of examining, it seems pro
bable that. the alluvial matters brought down by the Mackenzie, 
and other rivers, have gradua1ly formed a barrier of islands and 
shoals, which, by preventing the free access of the tide, enables 
the fresh water to maintain the predominance behind it. The 
action of the waves of the sea has a tendency to increase the 
height of the barrier, while the currents of the rivers and ebb.. 
tide pr""erve tbe depth of the lake. A great formation of 
wood-coal will, I doubt not, be ultimately formed by the im. 
mense quantities of drift·timber annually deposited on the bor. 
ders of Esquimaux Lake. 
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CONTINUATION OF "1I1l PROCEEDINGS OF TnK EASTERN DETACHMENT, 

CHAPTER III. 

Double Cnpe Do.thllut-Whales-nitlJmil1on~-f;h lllc Cliff. .. on Fire- EIl!",r "~rllt.klili Duy 
-Heny GlI.lc ........ P eniusula ofCUIJC Parry-P~'rforllied Hock-l)d,>uliou al Cape Lyoll 

by ,,",' iud-Por-l:e of:m Esqllinlu\I~ Arrnw-'Icel with II(,uvy l cc-I'a~" l!lIiuli alld 

Dolphin Straits-»oublc elll'C Kru sl' lIstl'l'11, :md <'lItl'r GCllr~e tl\(' Fonrth'~ Coronation 
Gulph-Readl the (;~)ppcrmillc Hi~'\'J'-Jtemarks_M ell'orological Table. 

As soon as we entered the d ear green watcr off Cape. Bathurst, 
we perceived a strong flood-tide .setting <lgainst liS, and saw 
8cvcral white whales, and some blaek ones of ~ large size, but of 
a species unknown to Ooligbuck *. The natives term them 
aggcewrerk, which is the name given, by the Esquimaux of 
Hudson's Day, to the black whales that frcquent tlw \relcome. 
~fany large masses of ice were floating about, uut they were no 

• Tbe ·appearance or whales on th-e north canst, ncnrly midway between the· 

nearest pasllages into Behring's and Durrow's Str:!;ts, und upwards of (l thonsulld 
.miles distant from either, affords subject for intcrt!sling speculation, It is known that 
they mWit come frequenlly to the SUlface til breathe, and the following questions 

nstjllLlly arise :-Art: there nt nil t>easons large spaces of open wutcr in the Arctic 
Seaa? or do these animR}S tra\-'cl from the Atlantic or Pacific Oceans immcrliutely 
on the breaking up of -the ice off Cape Bathurst, lllld so early in the season us the 
middle of ,July .• while the sea, to the eastward and westward, is still covered witb ice? 
Irthe I~~-: is the fact, it is a ,,'ery curious PlU't of the naturul history of these "nimals. 
The E.q\ddl8UX. ioformed 118, that they are rarely seen when the ice lies dose, and in 

~rd~,wip:at.biA remark Captain Franklin saw few to the westwan1. and we also 
loa'tJitm .•• iWe &rP~ed the COpPetmine River, and met with more icc. 

. -. ,. 
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impedimt!nt to the boats. The beach, from the time w., Ieft·E ... 
quirnaux Lake, was bold, there being two or three fathoms water 
close to the shore. ,V c hailed this change of circumstances with 
plealSurc, for the shoals and islands skirting l~:squimaux Lake 
had embarras~cd us much, ant! the brackishness of the water, 
combined with the trending of the coast to the northward, and 
evel) wClitward, had excited in our milU]s an apprehension, that 
we mijrht llOssibly' Lc oblilreu to make a .rreat circuit in search of 

~ eo b 

a passage, out of that cxtraoruinary piece of water, and that the 
opening, when t(mnd, might 1ie so far to the northward as to ·be 
ob~1rllcted by an iC'y <;,:ca. Fortun."ttcly OHr f(~ars were groundless; 
and, to increase our joy, tIle coastJinc trom. Cape Bathurst 
appeared to run in a straight dircction for Coppcrmille Uiver. 
There wc~e m.nny winter-houses uuilt hy the l~squimaux on Cape 
Bat.hurst. The cliffs ftleing t.he Sea were ~t.jll frozen, but the 
water trickling dow1I their sides showed that they wcre tllawing 
rapidly. \Ve c ll<:ampeu on the beach in latitude "mo 321' N., 
longit.ude ]27<> 2 1' \V., having sailed that day thirty-seven miles. 
A plentiful supply of very fine sorrel (oxyria renijimnis) being 
obtained from the bauks, proved an ~'greeablc addition to our 
supper. 

:Emharking at four o'dock in the morning of the 19th, we 
rowed along the coast close to the beach, in from two to three 
fathom s \\-"atcr. ,V c landed at noon to observe the latitude; arid 
at four P.M. a thunder-storln coming on, induced us to cn~R'p 
for the night. The day's voyage was thirty-two miles, and· &w, 
encampment was .ituated in latitude 70° U' N, loogitudeI26° 
IS' W., on a point which was named after Dr. Fittoll,"\he'" 
tinguished President of the Geological Society: No·lahd,"" 
visible to seaward, DOl' were any field. of ice. orla'll! :~~ 
but we p •• oeiI .many .small.,.. P"""'"aad "OllMfll'*~~:~fi!!! .• 1 

. ..~ .! ' : 
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stranded. OD the beach, were dissolving with great rapidity. 
A regular. tide of six hours affecting the rate of our progress, 
an allowance was made for it in the reckoning. 

The coast consists of precipitous bank!oi, similar in structure to 
the bituminous-shale cliffs at 'Vhitby, in Y orkshil'c. They gl'a
dually increase in altitude from Cape Bathurst, and ncar nur 
encampment their height exceeded two humlreu and fifty fect. 
The shale was in a state of ignition in many places, and the hot 
sulpllUreous airs from tllC laud were strongly eontrasted with 
the Cold sea-breezes with whieh, in the morning, they alternated. 
The combustion had proceeded to a considerable exbmt on the 
point where we landed at noon. j\luch alum had formed, and 
the baked clays of yellow, brown, v"hitc, and red colours, C'<lused 
the place to resemble a urick-fiell! or a pottery. T!li~ point, 
which was named after Dr. Traill, of Jjverpool, lies in latitude 
70° 19' N. The interior of the country, as seen from the top 
of tllC cliffs, appeared to be nearly level, and to abound in small 
lakes. The soil was clayey, and from Lhe recent thaw wet and 
soft. Tufts of the beautiful phlox, before mentioned, were 
scattered over these, otherwise uIlsightly wastes; and, notwith
standing the scanty vegetation, rein-deer were numerous. 
Some of the young ones, to whom man was doubtless a novel 
object, came trotting up to gratify their curiosity, and were 
suilered to .Iepart unmolested. The sea here abounds in 
mollUlCE', and many black wbales were seen j also king-ducks, 
eider .. -...-birds, hawks, and a large moth. 

We embarked at half-past two on the morning of the 20th, 
and ....... :a1o~re for two hours with a strong and favourable 
lIreeo!!. :lIhen some .h<r~ls lying off the mouth of a pretty large 
ri_.M. _~.,,"" mileo &om the coast. The breeze, which 
....... ~~""d cousiderably ..... d raised" short break-
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111 ea, through which we attempted to pull toward the hore, 
but the boat. hipped much water, and made little head-way, 
'Ve, therefore, set the ail again, and, fortunately, fetched under 
a head-land, and effected a landing. The ·whole of the pemmican 
in the Union, and ome of that in the Dolphin, was wet on thi. 
occasion. In the morning we had pas cd two E",quimaux tents, 
pitched on th beach, but the inmates seeming to be a 1 ep, 
we did not di ,turb them, bing unwilling to lose the fair wind by 
any delay. 

Soon after landing the weather became very foggy, and the 
wind increa ed to a he.::tvy gale. The cliffs at our encampment 
con i ted of late-clay, and bituminous alum.slate, and were six 
hundred ~ t high. The river, whose mouth ·we pas ed, ran do e 
behjnd t~ m, havin a cour e parallel to the coa t for ome mile ' 
before it makes its way to the sea. It was nam d " rilmot 
Horton River, in honour of the 'Ullder Secretary of State for 
the Colonial Department. Its breadth is about three hundred 
yard, and it seem, from the quantity of drift-timber that wa 
piled on the hoals at it mouth, to flow through a wooded coun
try. The lel1gth of thi day's voyage wa twenty-four mil " and 
the position of our encampment was in latitude ti9° 50' N ., longi
tude 1250 55' 'iV. At high-water, which took place at a quartcr 
past fonr in the afternoon, the small slip of beach 011 which we 
had encamp d was almost covered, and we had to pile the bag
gaO'e on the helving cliff. A very showy sp cies of gromv~'ell 

0'1' w ncar our encampment, in company with the common sea
gromwell, (lithospermum maritimum.) 

On the 21 t trong wind and foggy weather, with a con sid r
able surf on the beach, detained u until after eight o'clock in the 
morning, when many large rna es of ice coming in, took the ground 
near the bore, and smooth d the water ufficiently to enable us 
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to embark. The fog was dense to seaward and m"er the land, 
but the height of the cliff. left a "pace of about a milc frolll the 
beach, over whieh it was carried by the violence of the wind. 

About two miles from our latc encampment, the bitumi
noUS shale was again noticed to be on fire, giving out much 
smoke; and as we advanced, the cliffs became less precipitous, 
appearing as if they had fallen down from thc consumption of 
the combustible strata. They gradually terminated in a green 
and sloping bank, whose summit, about two miles from the sea, 
rosc to the height of about six hundred fect. For the infor
mation of the general reader, I may mention that the shale 
L..1.kes fire in consequence of its containing a considerable 
quantity of sulphur in a state of such minute division, that 
it very readily attracts oxygen from the atrnosphcrp, and in
flames. The comhustion is rendered morc lively by the presence 
of bitumen j and the sulphuric acid, which is one of its products, 
unites with the alumina of the shale to form, with the addition 
of a small quantity- of potass. the triple sait, well known by the 
name of alum. The moistening of the strata by the sea-S1Jray 
accelerates the process. In some alum. works, where nature 
has not been sh favourable us in the cliffs of Cape Bathul'st, a 
deficiency of the bituminous matter requisite to keep up the 
proper intensity of combustion, is supplied by brush.wood, 
which is strelied in alternate layers with shale that has been 
previously much divided by long exposure to the weather, and 
the . whole _ is then moistened with salt-water. A further 
account-of these clillS is given in page xl. of the Appendix. 

In the forenoon we passed the mouths of two small rivers, 
which were designated .aer Sir Henry Jardine, Bart., King's 
Remembr8ncer .lathe Court of Exchequer for Scotland; and 
Drc Btirllett, Coaimi..wDer of the Victualling Boord. A meri
dian obsettatioa .. as ohtaiaed in latitude 69' 3S' N. 
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In the afternoon, the wind, blowing more on the shore, caused 
a tumbling sea. 'Ve sailed amongst much strandetl ice, and, 
f"Howing the line of' coast, were gradually led into a deep bay, 
whose cast side, having a northerly direction, was formed by low 
land, and so much broken by numerous and extensive inlets, as 
to look morc like a collection of islands than a part of the main 
land. 'Ve were now, reckoning by degrees of longitude, fully 
half way from Point Sepa.ration to the Coppermine niver, and 
the coast from Cape Bathurst had been so exactly in the proper 
direction, as to excite high hopes of a short and prosperous 
voyage: it wnf; , therefore, no pleasant sight to us, to behold 
1and running out at right angles to our course, and we were 
willing to believe that a passage existed betwixt it and the main. 
This opinjon wns supported by the direction of' the high land, 
which had hitherto skirted the SlIOI"C, continuing to be south
easterly, until lo~t to the sight at the distance of fifteen or 
twenty miles. 'Vc, therefon~~ endeavoured to find a passage, 
but the first opening that we came to, led into a circular basin 
of water, apparently land-locked, and about five miles in diame
ter. 'Ve }Jalh~d Bt. its entrance to cook our supper, and, during 
our stay, perceiving that the ebb-tide sct out of it, we deter
mined on searching for a passage elsen"here. This inlet is six 
fathoms ueep at its entrance, amI would prove an excellent har .. 
bour for a ship, only for the sand-banks which skirt this part of 
the coast, and which :render the passage into it too intricate for 
vessels having a greuter draught of water than our boats. It 
was named Langton Harbour, after the agent for the Hudson~8 

Bay Company at Liverpool. 
Leaving this harbour, and steering to the northward, "'" 

passed several inlets, into which the flood-tide set with,&,atloJ!g 
eurrent- We could not see land towards their botto~ ,but~ 

mouths were .hoal, and weJeh OOIlvinced ,t/JM ,t,he ... """,",_ 
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passage through them, because the flood-tide entered them frt)m 
the westward. We, therefore, proceetle<l on our voyage without. 
wasting time in examining them ; and at two o'clock, on the 
morning of the 22t.l, having come fifty-foul' milc~ we encamped 
on a beach, composed of small fragments of lime:;tonc, amI 
strewed with sea-weed. This beach. which received the name of 
Point Stivens, separates an extensi,·c sheet ofsalt-watt'r from the 
sen, and is similar in character to the Chesil Beach, that connects 
the Isle of Portland to the shore. It varies j II breadth from one 
hundred yard~ to a quarter of a mile, is several miles long. has a 
northern direction, and seems to have been formeu by the sweep 
of the tide round the bay. meeting the ebb from the basi ns that 
intersect the peninsular promontory with which it is connected. 
There are several narrow breaches in it through whi(jh the tide 
flows. Anxious t.o discover the termination of this promontory 
which was leading us so much out of' tllC d{rcct course to the 
Coppcrmine, I wcnt to the summit of It rising grouud, about 
five miles distant, but the vicw was closed by Rome smull 
hills, two or three miles oft The soil was clayey, and vegetation 
scanty. 

In taking wood to make a fire, from a large pile of drift-timber 
which had been collected by the Esquimaux. the nest of' a SH OW_ 

bird, containing four young, was discovered. The parent bird 
was at first scared away. but afit.'Ction for its offspring at length 
gave it courage to approach them with food; ami as it was not 
molested it soon became quite fearless, and fed them with the 
larvre of insects, whilst the party were seated at breakfast close 
by the nest. 

At nine o'clock, A..If., we embarked again, and, running before 
a favourable breeEet came to a point com~isting of clifts of' lime_ 
otone, tWenty feet higb. witb a small i.land of tbe sa~e kind of 
rock ·at its extremity. Many large boulders of greenstone were 
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seen here. After ascertaining the latitude by meridian observa
tion to be 69' 42' N., we continued our v~yage along a bold 
shore, consisting of precipices of limestone, forty or fifty feet high, 
with three or four Hlthoms of water at the base. In the evening, 
having reached a projection which appeared to be the western 
pitch of the cape. we encamped in a bay near a remarkable perfo
rated rock, having come twenty-six miles since leaving roint 
Stivens. In the ·oourse of the day's voyage we had to make our way 
through some pretty extensive streams of ice, composed of pieces 
which rose eight or ten feet abm'e the water ; and we sow a con
siderable quantity of what is termed sailing ice to se.ward, being 
such as a ship could make her way through. I had now the gra
tification of' naming the extensive bay we had been coasting for 
three days, after my friend and commanding officer; and to the 
several inlets 011 its eastern side I assigued the names of Wright! 
Cracroft, and Sell'wood, in honour of his near relatives. A 
group of islands to the northward was named Booth Islanus on 
the same account. 

In bestowing the naIl)e of Franklin on this remarkahle bay, I 
paid an appropriate compliment to the officer, under whose 
orders and by whoseari-angements the delineat~n of all that is 
known of the northern·~coast of the American Continent has been 
elIected; with the .exception of the parts in the vicinity of Icy 
Cape diacovered by Captain Beechey. It would not be proper, 
nor is it my intention, to descant on the professional merits of 
my superior ofll<lef; but after having served under Captain 
Franklin for Dcarly eereD\ years, in two successive voyages of 
discovery, I trust Iljiiiy .be1a11owed to say, that however high hi. 
brother officers ntaYdate ,hi.: Courage and talents. eitber in the 
ordinary line of _1ii'ofeasionaJ duty, or in the field of discovery. 
the bold ,he acquires upon tbe affections of those under his. com. 
mand, by a continued· aeries o,~ the most conciliatiag.attePtione . 
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to their feelings, and an uniform and unremitting regard to their 
best interests, is nut less conspicuous. I fee) that the senti
ments of my friends and companions, Captain Back and Lieu
tenant Kendall, are in unison with my own, when 1 uHirm, 
that gratitude and attachment to our late commanding ofHcer 
will animate our breasts to the latest period of our Ii vcs. 
After this feeble but sincere tributc of }'CSpcct and regard, in 
which I hope I have not ovcrstepped the proper bounds of a. 
narrative, I hasten to resume the detruls of the voyage. 

The country in the ncigllbourhood of the encampment con
sisted entirely of' limestolw, mostly of the variety named dolo
mite, and, as is usual where that stone prevails, it was extremely 
.barren. The cliffs and points of land present many caverns and 
perforated rocks, which have "cry strong rescmblance~ to the 
windows and crypts of Gothic buildings. }Ir. Kendall madc an 
accurate sketch of the pcrforat(~d rock, from w'hich the accom
panying cngraving wus executed.. The commou kittiwake 
brecd.s ill great uumbcrs on the rocky ledges in this quarter, 
and their young were all-eauy fledged . The temperature during 
the day was nearly stationary at 46°, the wind south. The 
evening being W!/ry tinc, the pemmican was taken out of the 
bat,'S, which were scrapeu and dried ; and our loss of provision, 
0)' the wetting it sustained in the gale of the ~Oth, proved to be 
less than we had expected. 

Embarking at four o'clock, A.M. of the 23u, we sailed with a 
lavourable breeze for nine miles, betwixt Dooth hInnus and a 
,hore presenting alternately projecting rocky shoals and narrow 
inlets. We then landed, and ascenued a hill, about seven hun .. 
dre<! feet high. to ascertai n the direction of the coast, and had 
the ""ti.foction of finding that we had now reached the 
northern extremity of "this remarkaMe promontory. It wos 
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named Cape Parry after the distinguished navigator · whose 
skiH <Iud perseverance have created an era in the progress of 
northern discovery, amI a letter addressed to him, contain
ing information of our proceedings and of Captain Franklin's. 
as far as was known to us. was deposited under a pile of 
stones which we erected on the Rummit of' the hill. .From this 
elevated situation, land , ... 'as faintly seen bearing S,E. by S., about 
forty miles distant; and fi'om thence round to Booth Islands 
there appeared an open sea, merely studded with a few streams 
of sailing icc, uut no islamls were seen in that direction. There 
are many well sheltered ('oves in the vicinity of Cape Parry and 
amongst Dooth Islam.ls, but the bottom is rocky, and numerous 
reefs reuder the na\'igation unsafe for a ship. The castern side 
of Cape ,Parry exhibitlS a succession of limestone diHs, similar 
to those which form its western shores ; and as we continued 
our vo)'agc, we f,assed many cxcayat.ions ornamcnted by graceful 
slender pillars, and exhibiting so perfect a similarity to the 
pure Gothic arch, that had Nature made many such displays in 
the Old '\lorld, there would be but one opinion as to the origin 
of that style of architecture. A small island, on which we 
landed to cook hreakfast. was named after the late Daniel 
Moore, Esq., of Lincoln's lUll. It was composed of a cellular 
limestone, containing many crystals of quartz. The whole 
party went ill pursuit of a polar hare which was seen here, but. 
although it had no other shelter than the rocks, it contrived to 
escape from us all. 

In the evening we encamped on an island, .which was named ..... 
by Mr. Kendall after the Reverend Dr. Burrow, of Epping. ' It 
is situated in latitude 69' 49' N., longitude 123' .38'W. Tile 
length of the day'. voyage was thirtY-<lne miles. Fine weather. 
and a tewperature of 52', entailed upon ua a .ioit fl'Olll.a1l 

;. '.' 
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lYIuoquit<>eo. The sea-water here is of a lil;ht blue coloUl' and 
clear, the bottom being distinctly visible in five fathoms. IJicccs 
of ice still adhered to the cliffs. 

We were detained in the morning of the ~4th by a thick fog, 
which cleared up about eight o'clock; but the moou being then 
in distance, we remained until noon, that NIr. Kendall mjght 
take observations for lunars and latitude. These necessary ope~ 
rations being completed, a short voyage of ninc miles brought us 
to an island on which we encamped, and which obtained from 
us the name of Clapper ton, in honour of the undaunted explorer 
of central Africa. In our way we passed through several st.reams 
of icc, composed of pieces of considerable size, but aU evid(~ntly 
in a state of rapid dissolution, under a bright sun; the water 
flowing from their surfaces in rivulets. 1\'fany black w!lalf'So, and 
various kinds of seals, were seen this day. 'V c saw no black 
whales farther to the eastward. 

From Clapperton I sland we had a view of a ridge of hills, 
which, from their direction, appeared to be a continuation of 
those on the west side of Franklin llay. The island itself, like 
the neighbouring coast, is composed of limcstom~, and many de
tached rocks skirt it, rising from water that is beautifully clear. 
'Vhen we landed there was a strong current setting to the east
ward, round the end of' the island, but it ceased at four P.M., the 
time oflow water, and was probably produced by the ebb setting 
out of some of the inlets of Cape Parry. In the evening the ice 
made a noise so like the regular firing of half-minute guns, as 
.to excite, at first, an idea that we heard the guns of a ship. 
The. temperature at six o'clock in the evening was as high ns 74· 
in the ""ade. 

Cloppertm IsIaad lies in latitude 69· 41r N., nnd nearly in 
tile ~tiIU of Fort Franklin,. from which it i. distant three 
i!1IIIdral. aadthirteen miles in a straight line; but the distance 
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between the nearer part of the Great Bear Lake and the Aretic 
Sea here, does not much exceed one hundred and ninety miles. 

Taking advantage of a light breeze and very fine weather, we 
embarked at midnight, and crossed over to the east side of the 
bay, passing through some Ilt!uvy streams of ice by rather intri. 
cate channels. At half past five in the morning of the 25tl)., we 
landed on a point of' the main shore, and "lVIr. Kendall took ob. 
servations for three sets of lunars. On re~embark.illg we, pro
ceeded a few miles further, when a heavy gale of wind suddenly 
springing up, we ran for shelter into a small creek at the extre
mity of a cape, which 1 named after the distinguished trnvelJer 
Captain G. F. Lyon, R.N. The bay whieh lies betwixt it and 
Cape l'arry. was called Darnley, in honour of the Earl of Darn
ley. Thp distance from C1apperton Island to Cape Lyon is 
fourteen miles. 

'The country ih the neighbourhood of' Cape Lyon presents a 
surface varied hy gently swelling erninence~ covered with a 
grassy sward, llmi intcrscctcu by several narrow l'idges of naked 
trap rocks, rising about one hundred and fifty feet. abOve the 
general level. The trap ridges, when they reach the coast., form 
high cliffs, and the clay.slate antllimestone }ie in nearly hori. 
zontal strata beneath them. The view inland was terminated by 
the range of hills which we 110(\ seen at the bottom of Darnley 
Bay, to which the name of l'1elville Uange was now given, in 
honour of the Right Honourable the Lord Viscount Melville. 

From the top of' the highest trap-hill, near the extremity of 
the cape, we saw some heavy ice to seaward, but with enough o( 
open water for the passage of a ship; and, occasionally, duriug 
our stay, there was an appearance of land to the north-we.tw~ 
occupying two points of the 'pompass; but we .w~e ',~, 

whether it might Dot be a fog-bank hanging <lver ," ;jjeW.,o(,~ 
If it was land, it could not be less than twenty~li .. e ; oz, ~ 
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miles distant, and must, from the portion of t.he horizon it occu
pied, be a large island. Upon the summit of the hill we erected 
a pile of stones, and depo~ited another letter for Captain Parry, 
containing a short account of our proceedings. 

A gale of wind detained us two days at Cape Lyon, c.luring 
which Ooligbuck supplied us with rein-deer meat, and 1\'11'. Ken
dall obtained several sets of lunars. The latitude of our en_ 
campment, by the mean of three meridian observations, was 69° 
46r N.; and the longitude, by lunar tlistanecs, 122" 51' W. The 
temperature of the air, during- the gale. was about 45°, that of 
the water 35°. During our stay at Cape Lyon the tides were 
regular. but the rise and fall were short of' twenty inches. At 
midnight on the 26th of July. the sun's lower limb was observcd 
to touch the horizon for the first time since our arnvill 011 the 
coast. Some old winter houses were secn in our walks, but we 
perceived no indications of the Esquimaux having recently visited 
this quarter. 

The gale moderated on the 27th, a.nd at eight in the evening 
it was sufficiently abated to permit us to procct.~d on our voya:.,"C. 
After rowing about two miles, the horns of a deer were seen 
over a rock at the summit of a "cliff; on which l\1'I.eay. the 
coxswain of the Union, landed and killed it. This poor animal 
had been previously wounded by a!l Esquimaux arrow, which 
had broken its shoulder bone. The j<lggeu bOllc~head of' the 
arrow" was buried. in the flesh, and it.s copper point bent up 
where it had struck the bone. The wound was open, :md 
l!eellled to have been inflicted at least a fortnight before, but the 
animal 'Was still rat. The extremity of Cape Lyon lies about 
three' inilj,,"··1Iorth-east 'If the en;"'mpment we had left, and in its 
1IeighbOuthood the cliffs form bold head·lands, and several small 
l'iId<t~ , 'Soon after ronnding it we came w a projecting 

" ". # "' . "", • 

~.dO'nOiating ·of ellt!;"' of limestone, in whieh there was a re-
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mal'kablc cave, opening to the sea by an archway, fifty feethigb 
and tn'cnty wide. The walls of the cavern were two "hundred 
feet high; and a large circular aperture in the roof gave free 
allmissioll to the day-light. Mr. Kendall named this point after 
Mr. Pearce, a particular friend of his. 

The night was fine but cold, the temperature having fallen 
to 350 soon after we started, and at midnight the SUIl sunk for 
ncarly half an hour hencath the horizon. ,,, e passed much 
• heavy stream-ice, and towards the morning a quantity of new, 

or, as the seamen term it, '" b:l)' ice," having formed on the sur
face nn the sen; the boats were so much retarded that we put 
ashore at fonf o'clock of the 28th, to n'nit until the increa8ing 
heat of tIle day dissolved it. The point on which 'we landed was 
named after Admiral Sir Hichard GO(hviH Keats, G.c.n., Gover_ 
nor of Greenwleh ]-ro~pital, anu lies in latitude 69" 49' N., and 
longitude 1220 'V., being ahout eighteen miles distant from our 
encampment 011 Cape Lyon. The rocks at l)oint Keats consist 
of flesh-coloured sandstone. The l\fclviI1e range of hiBs ap_ 
proac1lCs th('r~ within eight or ten miles of the sc~ and the 
intervening country is traversed by ridges of greenstone. On 
the coast from Cape 1,yon to l.loint Keats there is a line of large 
drift timber, evidently thrown up by the wa.ves, about · twelve 
feet perpendicular height, .above the ordinary spring tides: a 
sufficient proof of the sea being nearly clear of ice at the time·; it 
was thrown up; for the presence of any considerable quantity, 
even of stream-ice, prevents the waves from rising high. . Mer 
two hours halt, the bay-ice having dissolved we re-embarked; 

From Cape Lyon to Point K~ats the coast runs neerlyeutil 
after quitting the latter we found it tqmdinga ·little. to," 
southward, and from a point, which was named"iD ~~ 
John Deas Thompson, Esq., Commissioner .of Hii .~~ 
Navy, it has nearly a south-eaet direction. ' We Jllillddta.:~ 
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to the eastward of Point Deas Thompson, to take a meridian 
obgervation for latitude, in a small Lay, bounded Ly clifts of 
limestone, one hundred and forty feet high, in which the waves 
had sculptured some beautiful Gothie arehcs. l;" rom the sUlUmit. 
of the cliffs we saw a dark appearance in the castcrn horizon, 
but it was' too indistinct to permit us to decide whether it was 
land or merely a fog-bank. To the eastward or thesc cliff:" 
the cO<jLSt decreased in height, ano, at the distance of five miles, 
we passed a small river, which was named after Fraucis 
Plligrave, Esq. Near this Tiver, on thc sllUlmit of a cliff, \\'hich 
was twenty.five feet high, we notiL-ed scvcralluJ'gc logs of drift 
timber, with some hummocks of gravel, that appcart..'<l to have 
been thrown up by t.he waves. A portio ll of the Melville 
Range lies within three miles of the shore t.here; aHd pile of its 
most remarkable hills was named after HI)' eslcemed fricnu, 
' Villiam Jackson l-fookcr, LL.D. , Regi us l'I'6fcssor of Bot.any 
ill the University of Glasgow; and another after Colonel 
Colby, of the Uoyal ]~ngjnee~, one of t.he l\icll1ucl's of the 
Boan! of Longitude. About iour o"dock in the afternoon we 
Ct1m e to a stream flowing from a lake, and as it was au excellent 
boat harbour, we entered it and encamped. it was na.med 
Roscoe, after the eloquent historian of the Medici; and a co
nical hill of the Melville Range, visiIJic from its mouth, received 
the name of the venerable geographer IVrajor Hennel. 

We passed this day through heavier <lnd more crowded 
streams of ice than any we had previously seen on the voyage. 
The nangatioo amongst it was tedious alld difficult, and just 
i>ero.-e _-pUt ashore much motion was imparted to it by a fresh 
aotttb-weot wind. , The temperature during the day varied frolU 

'8$"to'~', "ThemQuth of Roscoe River lies in latitude 69' 41 N., 
'1~Ui1e '~' 121' '2' W" and is forty-eight miles distt'ut from 
()aj>e ' Lyim; 
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We embarked early on the 29th, with a fair wind; but Jhe 
ice lay so close, that wc could not vcnture to set more than · a 
reefed foresail, and were ultim.ately obliged to lower , the sail 
entirely, and to find a passage through ice with oars and poles. 
The pieces of icc were of sufficient magnitude to deserve the 
name of floes, and were sometimes several fathoms thick. They 
were aU moving before the breeze, which caused them to arrange 
themselves in the form of streams parallel to the coast, and, 
consequently, left lanes of open lrater in the direction of our 
course. These lancs, hm.,,·cver, were continually changing their 
form; anu, on severnl occasions, when we had been tempted 
by the favourable appearance of a piece of open water to 
venture from the coast, we had great difficulty in extri~ting 
ourselves from the ice which closed around us. The thickness . 
of the ice led me to conclude that the sea had not beeJ~ long 
open in this quarter; amI I observed that the .vegetation was 
latcr on this part of the coast than on the western side of 
Cape l'arry. 

~"or the first twelve milcs after leaving our encampment, the 
coast was low and sandy; the Melville Hange still forming the 
back-ground, .at the distance of four or five miles from the sea. 
The low beaches were terminated by a rocky headland, which 
obtained from u; the name of De Witt Clinton, as a testimony 
of our sense of the urbanity and love of science which h~ 
prompted his Excellency the Governor of the State of New 
York" (0 show so much attention to the membexs .of .the . . 
Expedition, in their passage through his government. Spl"1l 
miles beyond l'oint De Witt Clinton we came to a stefP cli,I!;. 
where the icc was so closely packed that we could I\otJ~"l'\ 'l\ 
passage. The cargoes were; therefore, carried along, !l!i> }~ 

.• Since '<the above plUlsage was written. the world hu hid to1i:Jo\trp""'e~'" 
this diatinguisbed statesman and philosopher. 
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of the cliff, and the boats launched for a few yards over a 
piece of ice. In this o}>cratioll! Ule shelving base of an ice
berg, which had.formed under the cliff; and still adhered to it, 
but which was undermined hy the waves, gaVe way whilst 
several of the men were standing upon it; but, for tunately, 
it did not oversct. and they received no injury, as it was large 
enough to support them in the watcr. At nille o'clock, A.M. 

we were stopped by the closeness of the icc, and put ashore 
until the tide or wind should produce sume change. 

The tides, .since leaving the l\ifaekcllzie, had never been 
observed to have a greater rise than eight('cJl inchcs; but, in 
the neighbourhood of our encampment, the sea~wrack I.Ind lines 
of drift timber indicated a washing of the ~ea to the pcrpen~ 
dicular height of twenty teet. The country ill thi~ vicinity 
consists of It bluish limestone, interstratified with slate~clay: 

and naked and rugged ridges of trap rocks" ri se in various 
places above the general level. The soil is composed of clay 
amI limestone gravel. The latitude of Oll r encampment was 
a~cel'tained, by meridian observation; to be 09'" 2!), N.; its longi
tude was 1200 20' , ,V.; and its distance from Uoscoe Hiver was 
twenty-five miles. 
. A breeze of wind from the land having opened a passage 
two miles wide, we embarked at two o'clock in the morning 
of the 30th, and ran seven miles mulcr sail; when, having 
overtaken the ice which had passed in the night, we fount! it 
too closely packed to allow us to proceed. In making for the 
beacb, the Union · narrowly escaped being crushed by two large 
floe'S of ice, which came together with violence just as she was 
about"to nmbetwi"t tbem. The Dolphin had sailed through 
the~ satr:bi passage not two minutes before. From an eminence 
llear.(.~" elloampment, we had the unpleasant view of a sea 
covered, iI8 far as tbe eye could reach, with ice, excepting a 

JS2fi. 
July. 
~ 

29th. 

Sunil"" 
30th: 



1826. 
July. 
~ 

3Otb. 

Monday, 
g lsI. 

246 SECOND JOURNEY TO THE SHORES 

few lanes of open water rar to seaward. The tide feJlhere 
seven inches in the morning, and eleven in the evening, 
.although the lIorth-west wind increased in the afternoon to a 
pretty strong gale. The greater fall of the water with that 
wiuo, sllOwing that it found an exit to the eastward, relieved 
us from an apprehensioll, which we had begun to entertain, 
that we were cnt.cri-ug a deep l>..'1y, which might be encum~ 
bered by the drift-ice for many days. Much ice drove past 
us in the course of the day, befol'e a ",'cst-north-west wind, 
iis progress being only slightly checked for a time by the lIood 
tid('. Ucccnt. footstep::; of a small party of Esquimaux were 
seen on the beach. Our encampment ,,,"'as situated in latitude 
690 24' N., and longitude 120 ' 03' W. 

Emlnll-king on the 31st, at two o'clock in the morning, we 
succeeded ill get.ting about six miles through the ice, when 
we were again obliged to put ashore at the mouth of a small 
riycr. which was named aftcr James Buchanan, Esq., his Ma. 
jesty's Consul at New York, whose friendly attention to Ule 
officers of the Expedition well entitled him to their gratitude. 
After waiting for awhile the tide l()ORcncd the ice a little, and 
we madc some progress hy debarking upon the fioes, and push~ 
ing them apart wi th poles, ulltil a sufficient opening was made. 
This operation was tedious, and not devoid of hazard to the 
boats, arising from the rotatory motion frequently given to the 
lIoes, by the pressure of the body of the ice. At noon, an oboer
vation for latitude was obtained on a projecting point, which was 
named after William Tinney, Esq., of Linoolri's Inn . . At three 
in the afternoon, our progress being again arrested by the ..mi, 
pactness of the ice, we hauled the boats upon the beadi; :~d 
M'Leay having killed a fat buck rein-deer, the p!Ilij1lad,....::ei. 
ceJlentsupper after the fatigues of the day. TheleDgth:.ej';"" 
day's voyage was twenty-two .miIes; the latitude 'riC' ~~,~, 
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C3Illpment 69
0 

171' N" and its longitude 1190 27' W. The coast 
line in this quarter is lower, few of the cliff., cxcceuing forty feet 
in height, and there is ao greater proportion of flat heach than 
occurs ncarer Cape Lyon. The grounu is strcwC'd with gravel, 
apparently azising from a limestone conglomerate which exists 
there in considerable quantity. The ]\!fchille ]~<lnge is within 
four or five miles of the shore at this pbce, and docs Hot fi se 
'more than five hundred fi.'Ct ahove the sea. .l\1any small rivulets 
flow from the rising groum.ls into the sea, tln'ongh wide gravcHy 
btxt~ indicating that at times they swd1 into large torrents. 

A light westerly wind having opened a. Ilarrow challnel 
betw(,'cn the icc and the shore, we t'Inharkt'll carly in thc mol'll
jug of the 1st of Au~nst. and, three miles from our encampment, 
came to a river, which discharged itself hy Yilriolls ~hnl1ow 

moutl1s, scparatt."<.l hy sand hanks. I ts we~t('rn1ll0st antl cafo;{('rn
most mouths were five miles apart; and t.he.latter, whieh was 
thc largest, was one hundred and fifty yards wide. Although 
the outlet of this river is so much barred up, it dischar~es a 
considerahle volume of water, and probably has it.s sourees in the 
hills which arc visible from the northern ~hores of Crcat Hear 
Lake. It was named after .T ohn "\Tilson Croker, E!'q., Scnetary 
to the Admiralty. Further on we llad it view of a high island, 
lying ten or twelve ~iles f!'Om the shore, whidl received the ap
pellation of Sir George Clerk's I sland. J\'PLcay, who was now 
acknowledged to be our best hnnter, was sent in pursuit of a 
deer, which we saw from the bonts, amI being successful, we 
landed to cook our breakfast, after having rowed twenty miles 
in the .. ·cotll'SC of th~ morning. An observation for latitude was 
obtaiAed a mile further at a point which was named after 
'W~; C,!iftpn. Esq" Secretary' to the Victualling Boord, The 
"'"""'.~ makes a tam to the southward, and about six inile. 
futhet' oa~ where it resumes its easterly direction, a river abou~ 
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one hundred yards wide flows into the sea, betwixt two sand 
hills. To this river Mr. Kendall gave· the name of Inman, 
out of respect to the Reverend and I.carned Professor of the 
Royal Naval College at Portsmouth. A conical hill, about ten 
miles distant, in a sout.h-west direction, was named after the late 
President of the ltoyal Society, the highly distinguishc-d Sir 
Humphry Davy, Ibl'onet. This was the last part we saw oftbe 
l\fe1vj}}c Chain. " ·c encamped. at half-past seven in the evening,' 
under a high diff of limestone, having advanced during the day 
thil·ty-scvcn miles. The point on which we encamped, received 
from 1111'. Kendall, the name of Wise, after Captain M. F. 'Vise, 
of the Uoyal Navy, under whose cornmalld he sailed in His 
Majesty's ship, Spartan. It is situated in latitude 69' 03i' N., 
longitude 118" W. 

The coast from Cape Clif\.on to Point " rise consists of lime
stone in horizontal la)"crs, forming cliffs, which are separated 
from cadi other by iutel'vcnillg ~hclving beaches, and it is 
skirted to the distance of a (Juartcl' of a mile by rocky shoals, 
baving sufficient water on them for our boats, but not enough to 
admit the heavy ice. This was the canse of our making greater 
progress than we had been led .to expect from the appearance of 
tlle icc in tllC morniJlg. The cliffs at l-'oint 'Vise arc two hundred 
feet high. and from their summits, the ice appeared closely packed, 
as far as the eye could reach; no lanes of open water being 
visible. It was, however, composed of pieces, and not a conti
nuous field, for we could distinctly perceive that several of t!le' 
llUmmocks it inclosed were in motion. This was the first time. 

' . -.' . . 
during the voyage that we saw ice so closely packed as to. ap~. 

impenetrable to a ship when impelled by a good breeze,. llllt-lt3s; 
necessary to state that, even froni a considerable height,~~~ 
not teU with certainty the state of thei,,!, six. mile.s~'~: 
tered PIeces at that dIstance assummg the apperu:a~ ",!>'I:!:#. 
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pack, The weather this day was fine, the temperature varying 
from 43' to 50'. 

Soon after setting out on the 2<1, the tem perature. whieh had 
bccn ahout 40° throughout the night, fd l to 34°, and a f()g came 
on, The wind also freshening and putting the ice in lllotiolJ , 
the boats received some hcav,Y hlows : hut we ('.Ol lt inHL.'tl to ad
vance, though slowly, and with much c:aution. A bout t.en miles 
fi'om our encampment, we passed the mouth of a small river, 
which was named after Captain lTopplleJ', of the Royal N:lvy, 
sccolHl in comn1and t.o C;lptain l 'al'l'y. oll his thiru voyage of 
discovery. Towards lI OOll t.hc fog clea l'cd :IWiJY. nnd a meridian 
ohservation was ohtaincd in latitude tis-> 5G' N. T hree mi les 
fur ther on we arri\·cu at thc mouth of it wide but shallow ri"cr, 
wh ich ftowt-'tl OVl'r a rocky hottom, betwixt t wo sand,hill .:;, ,md 
joined the sea by :;cvcral mouths, ~<.'paratt..'d by shoals. T o th is 
riv(!r lHr. KemIaH gave the nallle of his 1'I';e1l(1, 1..;eutClmnt Hard
ing. of tllC Royal N av.y. F ive miles beyond this riycr~ ot l the 
exlremity 'of a rocky rape, the F.squi lllaux had constructed s(',-eral 
store-houses, of drift t illlhcr, which \\'('1'<' fi lled wilh dried de('fs~ 

meat and seal-bluhher; alollg with wh ieh, cookin~ kettles, amI 
lamps made of potstonc, coppcr-ht auctl spears, anu vario lls otlWI' 

articles, were carefully b id up. The aslles of the recently 
extinguished fires showed that the nat ives had (j11itteu this phwe 
only a few days. and we felt 111m;}) pleasure ill figuring to our
selves the surprise and joy with wh ich they would behohl, 0 11 

their return, the iron uten!iils that we ueposited in the store
houses for their use. The cape received the name of" Young," 
after the learned Secretary to the lloaru of Longitude. 

From Cape Young we had a vicw of the sea thickly covered 
with i~ of a' greater thickness than any we hau previouslyell
countered '; And we perceived that there was a UL'CpJy ind(-mtcd 
bey lyrng 'in our route, and so filled with ice, that our only me-
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thod of passing it appeared to be by keeping close to the shore, 
although under the disadvantage of trebling the distance. Tbe 
coa.'1t in this quarter is similar to that which we bad passed on 
the two or three prccc(ling days, and is formed of high lime
stone cliff.'1, with intervening shingly beaches; but the country is 
still more harren, the quantity of ljmestone debris almost ex
cluding any sojl. Flat limestone rocks, having only a few inches 
of water upon them, skirt the beach, and terminate like a wall 
in four or five f..1.thoms water. Thc ice was closely packed 
against these rocks, and for five miles: after passing Cape Young, 
we m;.tde a w~y for the boats only by the constant use of the 
hatchet and icc-c11iscl, and gladly encamped at six o'clock in the 
evenjng, ancr a day's voyage of thirty-one miles. A herd of 
twenty rcjn-decr were grazing on the beach, hut onr hunters 
'Were too much fatigued to go jn pursuit of them. The encamp
ment was situatcc'j in latitude 68° 53' N., and longitude lIf>o 50' 
"\V. The tcmp~rature varied in the course of the day from 
34° to 50°. '" e observed that the ice continued to dissolve, but 
not so rapidly as in the month of July, when the sun did not sink 
below the horizon. 

'Ve resumed our operations on the morning of the 3rd at the 
usual hour, amI with great labour made a passage for the boats. 
At eleven o'clock we landc-d to refresh ourselves on a projecting 
Iloint at the western entrance of a decp bay, having previouoly 
passed a river which was about one hundred yards wide, but very 
shallow. After breakfatting, and obtaining a meridian observa
tion in latitude 68° 53' N., we pushed oft' again, and for """'" 
time made very 81m. progress. The shores of the bay coDi;isted 
of beds of limestone, which, shelving into the water, were coverea 
with masses of ice, forced up by the pressure of the pack .~ 
side. ''Ve were, therefore, compelled to work aur way in d+ 
water, and there the boats, which led by turns, were ~ 
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exposed to the hazanl of being oversct by pieces of buoyant ice, 
which frequently broke off' from the base, uf the floes. In the 
language of the whalers, the ice is said to colf, when masses are 
detached in this manner, and they are sometimes of sufficient 
magnitude in the Greenland seas to endanger largl: vessels. The 
Dolphin was, at one time, nearly crushed to pieces by the 
closing of two Hoes; but, fortunately, she had reached a small 
recess, just as they came in contact, and they recoiled sufficiently 
to leave a passage for her exit, after she had sustained the trifling 
damage of a few cracks in the upper planks. The rays of 
the sun, and the waves acting on the surface of the floes, ha{l, 
by thawing them irregularly, formed lakes of fresh water of some 
extent upon t.heir surfilcc. \Vhell these pieces of' water were 
of sufficient depth, we availed ourselves of' them to make some 
progrcss in our 'voyage, and in this way we frc'luently 'sailed over 
a considerable thickness of icc. 

At four o'clock P.M. we had auvanced five miles, when to our 
joy we found a lane of open water, which permitted us to cross 
to the other side of the bay, where we encamped iu latitude 680 

51~' N., and longitude 1160 03' \V., having sailed in the course of 
the day eighteen miles anda half.. The bay was named Stapylton . 
in honour of Major-General the HOllouraUle G. A. C. Stapylton, 
Chairman of the Victualling Board; and on a..'icending a rising 
groWld we perceived that it communicates with a long, narrow 
lake. A few miles from the coast the land rises from three to five 
hundred feet above the sea, and presents many precipitous lime
stone cliJIB, and chains of small lakes. The country is very barren, 
the only plant we gathered being the yellow poppy, (papaver nu
dioo.ule.) By our reckoning we were now nearly in the longitude 
of the mouth of the Coppermine River, but about seventy miles to 
thenorthwanl of it, we, therefore,entcrtained an opinion tbat we 
Were .coastiI!g a narrow peuinsnla, and that we shonld soon have 
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the pleasure of perceiving the coast take a southerly direction. 
It was, consequently, with some hopes of beholding the sea on 
the opposite side of the peninsula that I walked seven or eight 
mileli to the eastward in the night, but I was disappointed. In 
my way I had oc(:asion to walle through a small lake, whcn two 
birds, about the size of the northern diver. and apparently of 
that genus, swam, with bold ano angry gelitUI'CS, to within a few 
yards of me, cvidcut.ly vcry impati(mt of any intruder on their 
domain. Their uecks were of a beautiful pale yellow colour. 
their hodies black with white specks. 1 cOllsiucrcu them to he~ 
long to a species not yet descrihed, aud rcgrt!tteu that, having 
left my gun at the h~nt it was not ill my power, to procure one of 
them tor a specimen. 

}:mhnrkiJlg at thrce A.i\!. on the 4t.h, we found little difficulty 
in reaching the (!astcru cape of St.apylton lby. the wino having 
formed a narrow dmullcl hetween the i(:c and the shore in 
the night. The temperature was low. and in the 1l1OJ'ning 
some new ice was formed which we casily broke. v\' c lIotlced 
several ciuer ducks breaking a way through the thiu ice tor their 
young ones with their wings, and iu this operation they made 
greater progress than we diu in the boats. 

On rcachillg: the (:ape * which was named after Vicc~Aumiral 
Sir "ViI1iam .Johnstone Hope, G.C.B., we descried another point 
about -{()lir or five leagues distant., bearing east~llorth~east, the 
intervening bay being filled with closely packed ice. '\iVe were 
now within twelve miles of Cape Young, after a laborious navi· 
gation of " four times tllat uistance, and the "pros}>ect of another 
bay, equally unpromising. was very vexatious; but our apprehen~ 
sions were increased by the "iew of' a continuous line of lan~ 
extending from north-north-west until it was hid behind ... the 
nearer cape. which bore east-north-east, for we feared that it mig4t: 

~ 'Its latitude was ascertained by meridional o~ervations to be SSO "58' N; 
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prove to be a continuation of the main shore. Our crews, though 
concerned at the delay that so much icc was likely to oCC;U;iOIl, 
set. about overcoming the obstad,,: with a hearty good will, and 
after an intricate and troublesome navi~alion of ten or t wclve 
miles amongst the ice, we found the bottum of t he bay mol'C 

open, and were enabled to cross over to t he casteI' ll sidc wherc 
we encamped. This bay received the nalne of the t.!mincnt 
astronomer James South, }:s<!. 

,Mr. Kendall having gone to ascertain frum thc higher ground 
the trending of the coast, returned ill IlbOllt t \\"o hours with the 
cheering intclli~cnce that the 1am1 to the northward was l1m~(ln~ 

IIC'cted with the main :;hore, alld that he had !')ccn the latter 
inclining to the sou tIt-cast, with a llllu:h lIlore opell sea than we 
1111<1 lately heen accustoJlled to. As SOOIl as suppcr was orcr, I 
also set out to enjoy the gl'ilti(ying prospC'cl, amI fi'orTl the ex· 
trcmity of the cape 011 which we were cJ)caHlp~d, ami which was 
naIH(!tl in hOllour of the Hight. J IOJlourablc l .onl Jkxicy, 1 hc
held the Horthern land rHlJlliug: from ll oJ't h~ll urlh-west till it was 
lost ill the horizon on a Ilorth 73" cast lJei:u·jug. 1t 13ecllIcd to be 
pretty high but not mountainolls; all(l although brokcn towards 
the ('<lst, the principall'0rtion ot: it appeared to be continuous. 
This island, hy far the largest olle that was seen, either ill the 
present voyagc or on Captain Franklill's t()l'll lCr Expctlitiou, was 
nameu after that most distinguisllctl philosOI)ller Dr. Hyde ' V 0]

lastOIl. The main shore had a direction Jlearly pal'ulld t.o \ r"Uas
tall Land, its most distant point in sight, which I estilliated to be 
fifteen miles off', ,beariug S. 61 Q E. 011 the strait, separating the 
two shores, I bestowed the names of our exccllcut little ooats, 
the Dolphin ' and Union. It varies in width ii'om twelve to 
twenty ' miles; and to the eastward seemed to contain merely 
detached streams of ice, not likely to obstruct the progress of a 
vessel ;Qut to the westward lay the closely packed j"e, filling 
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South's Bay, and extending to seaward. The ice did not, 
however, entirely close the strait, for 1 could discern lanes of 
open water towards Wollaston Land. The packed ice which 
we had seen lining the coast between Point Clifton and Cape 
Bexley, may be perhaps considered as an illustmtioll of the 
remark maue by Captain Parry, that the western sides of seas 
and inlets ill those latitudes arc more encumbered with ice than 
the opposite siues; ami it. is ycry probable that a ship might 
have found a passage by keeping along '''oHnston Land, an 
opiuion whic11 the appearancc of the icc, as seen from Cape 
Bexley, tcndLXl to confirm. The latitude of' our encampment 
was ti8':) 58' N" and its loUhrltlWC 1150 4'7' ''Y.; it was within teu 
miles of our encampment of the preceding night, although we 
had travelled twenty~five miles iu the course of the day. 

The party embarked on the 5th, at the usual hour in the 
morning, with their ~pirit..., pleasantly excited. by the intelligence 
of the tiwollrahle trending of the coast, communicated by Mr. 
Kendall, and after doubling Cape Dexlcy, prO{'eeded under sai~ 
before a west-uorthwwcst wind, with a rapidity to which they 
had lately been unaccustomed. The point of laud which Cape 
Bexley terminates, consists entirely of horizontal beds of lime· 
stone, and is nowhere more than three hundred feet above the 
sea. On the west sid .. " the water is two or three fathoms dt.>ep, 
close to the shore, and the laud attains its greatest elevatign by a 
steep rise from the beach. On the east side there are some preci.. 
pitous eliHs, but the coast in general is skirted by shelving rocka. 
No soil was seen on the Cape, nor any appearance of vegeta
tion, the ground being everywhere covered, to the depth of A 

foot, by fragments of limestone, whieh are detached by the frost 
from the solid strata lying beneath. We were much puzzled !It 
first with the appearance of several parallel treDches, a foot deep. 
mnning for a great distance amongst the fragment., but 011 
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examination they were ascertained to originatc in fisl;urcs of the 
sul~jacent strata. Much quartz being interlllixed with the lime
stone of Cape Bexley, the fragments which covl.::red the ground 
had, by the action of the weather, lost most of' t he softer cal
careous matter, and were converted into a kind of rasp, very 
annoying to pedestrians, being capable of d('stroying a pair of 
stout English shoes in n walk of a few hours. 

At cleven o'clock we came to a pack of icc abutting against 
the shore, but while we halted to cook breakfitst, the wintI opened 
a way for U~. In the course of the morning we paf'!\Cd Illany 
llravy streams of ice, separated hy lanes of open water, wllich 
would. have afforded an (~a8y passage to\' a ship. Having 
obtained a meridian observation lor latitude, we l'e-embarked, 
and pulled for five miles through an op<'11 channel, to l'oint 
Cockhurn, on the opposite side of a bay. which appca;e<l to be 
f(}Ur or five miles deep. amI to be quite filk'tl ,,,,·jth drift-icc. 
~'1any deer were seen grazing near this point. but 'we did not 
stop to send a hunter in pursuit of them. "r e afterwards 
crossed several other indentations of the coast, skirted by reds 
of limestone and low islets, and encamped on Chantry Island, 
lying close to the main !'hore, in latitude G8° 45' N., long:i_ 
t.ude 1140 23' ,.y .. having sailed thirty-nine miles in the COUl'se 

of the day. Two islands, lying opposite to our encamp-
ment., received the appellations of :Manners Sutton and Sir 
Robert Liston's Islands. The degree of motion in the ice, 
which was drifting between these islands HUU the shore, 
indicated a stronger current of both flood and ebb than we had 
hitherto seen. 

On the 6th, we commenced the day's voyage at three in the 
morning, but were compelled to put ashore soon afterwards by a 
stream of iet! barring our way. At six o'clor.k, however, the 
flOwing tide opened it sufficiently to enable U8 to push the boats 
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along with poles, our progres being occasionally facilitated by 
the rocky reef:, which kept the heavier masses from pre sing 
down upon u. Much .of the ice lay aground, in nine fathoms, 
but none of it rose more than five or six feet above the surface 
of the ater. ';Vee timated the elocity of the flood tide, off 
some of the rocky points, at three miles an hour, and at such 
place we h.ad much trouble in endeavouring to keep the boat 
clear of the drifting ice. The circular motion which the pieces 
occa ionally acquired was particularly difficult to guard again t, 
and had we not depended on the tongues of ice, which, lying 
d p under water, prev nteu the upp r part of the floes to 
which they belohged from coming in contact, we hould scarcely 
have ventured amongst them., 'iVe did not, however, entirely 
e cape, for the Dolphin was caught between a floe and a piece 
that lay ~ground, and fairly raised out of the water by the. pres. 
sure, which broke one of her timbers and several of her planks. 
'\iV e put ashore on a small island to l'epair the damage, and 
during our stay Mr. Kendall had a meridian . observation in 
latitude 68° 36t ' N. Another island, lying about two miles from 
the main 1and, wa di tinguished by the name of Aylmer Bourke 
Lambert, Esq., Vice-Pre ident of th~ Linnean Society. The sea 
water there was beautifully clear. 

At half-past one, the Dolphin being again rendered ea-worthy, 
we pros cuted our voyage until five P.M., when the flood-tide 
set with such velocity round a rocky point, and brought so much 
ice with it, that we considered it prudent to put ashore. The 
violent eddi in the currents there, and the sudden approach and 
colli ion of the large mas es of ice, l'eminded us forcibly of the 
poet's de cription of Scylla and Charybdis. The length of the 
day's voyage was twenty-one miles, and our encampment wa 
situated in latitude 68° 32' .N., longitude 113° 53' W. The 
temperature at nine P. M. was 60°. 
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l\1r. Kendall and I took a walk of SOll.lC miles along the tillOre, 
and were happy to observe the coast inclining to the southward, 
although no doubt now existed as to our accomplisl}ing the 
voyagc sufficiently early to al10w us to cross tllC harren grounds, 
to the eastward of Great l~car Lake, before the cold w{:atlwr 
sct in. The flowering Reason for most of the plants on the 
coast was already past, but ou)' route for the rcmuinuer of the 
distance to ncar Lake, inclining much to the southwanl, wouhl 
naturally have the effect of pro]onging to us the duration of the 
fi Ulllmcr. A. cOllspicuous hill, di ~coycred in our walk, received 
the name of Moullt Barrow, in honour of .Tohn Barrow, l~S(h 
Secretary to the Admiralty; at:ld two islands in the offing wcrc 
named after Commanders lh)"fic1u and Douglas, of the Hoyal 
N avy, to both of ·whom thc officers of the Expedi}ion wet'c 
indebted for much nssistallce <1IHI pcrsollal kintlncs~, in t.heir 
progress through Canaua. Thc interior of tll{! ('ountl'y was tlat, 
hut the limestone fi.n'llll'd diffs on the ::;lwre two hllmin'u ft-et 
high, .From the form of the islands, 1 was It-d to bdic\·c that 
they consisted of trap ro('.ks. " rollastoll Land, as secn from the 
cllcampnlcnt, appeared to rc(!cde gradually from the main, and 
it sunk undcr the horizon, on a ,)Jorth-{~ast Ucarill·g. ny esti
mation, the most eastcrly part of it which we S<n\' , is in latitude 
68° 45' N" and longitude 1130 53' \\r. The Il,n'ig<l tion of t.11C 
Dolphin and Union Straits would he dangerous to ship~, from 
the many sunken rocks which we observeu Ileal' the southern 
shore. 

Embarking at · two A .M, on the 'lth, we crossed a deeply 
indented bay, which was named after Lieutenant-Colonel Pasley, 
of the Royal Engineers, to whose invcntion we owe the portable 
boat, named. the V\Talnut-sheU, which we carried out with us. 
On the east side of Pasley Cove there arc SUllie bold Jime
stone cliffs, that form the extremity of a promontory. to which 
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we gaye the Ilame of Cape Kru~en!oltern, in honour of the distin. 
gnishc<\ Hn"ian hydrograpber. It. lies in latitude 68" 23' N., 
longitude lI3e 45' ' ·V .• and is the most eastern part of the main 
land which we coasted. From a cliff, two hundred feet high, 
two miles to the l"outhwanl of Cape Krusenstern, we had a dis
tinct view of' the high land ahout IJlman'~ Harbour, on the 
western side of ('ape ]{arrow, wltich 'was the mo~t easterly land 
seen on this voyngc, anll lies in longitude 1110 20' 'V. The 
space between Capel:; ,Harrow and Kruscnstcrn is crowded with 
islands. 

]ly entering George the J<'ourth 's Coronation Gulf at Cape 
Krusenstcrn, we (:onnected thc disco\'cri{$ of' this voyage wjth 
tllOSC made by Capt.aill Franklin on his fiJrmer expedition, and 
had the h.onour of completing a portioll of tllc nort.h-w('st pas
sage. for which the rewaru of five thousand pounds was esta
blished hy his :1Vlttjesty':; Order in Council, hu t as it was not cun
templah'd, in framing thc Ordl'],~ tllllt the tliseovcr,Y should be 
mnde irom W('!:i t to east., and in vesscli:l so small as the Dolphin 
,and U Ilion, we could 1I0t lay claim to the pecuniary reward. 

'Vhilc the party were at brcakfhst 1. visited 1\ioullt Barrow, 
w}lit·h i:; a steep lIilJ about three hUlidred ieet high, surrounded 
by a moat fifty or sixty feet. wille and twenty deep, and having 
a flat summit bounded by precipices of limestone. Three banks, 
like causeways, afforded the means of crossing the moat, and the 
hill altogether fornll.'(l a remarkably complete natural fortific~ 
tion. The Esquimanx had marked most of the prominent points 
in this quarter, hy erecting piles of stones similar to the cairns 
built for land-marks by the sbepherds in Scotland. These eree; 
tions were occasionally noticed after doubling Cape Parry, but 
they were more numerous here. The ice which we saw this 
day was in form of loose streams. llnd offered no material impe
diment. Several wreaths of snow lay at the bose of the cliJ& 



OF THE POLAR SEA. 259 

that had a northern exposure, being the remains of that whiola 
had accumulated in the winter. 

The 1atitude 680 13' N. was observed at noon on a low point 
which projected from ~ome higher lands. l.'rolU this point, 
which was named after Edward If. Locker, ES<h Secretary to 
the Itoyal Hospital at GrccIlwich, we had a "jew of Cape Hcarlle, 
the form of which I thought I recognised from my recollections 
of it on the former voyage. 'V c reached Cape Heanle in the 
evening, having in the afternoon skirted a low amI indented 
coast j. a uay immediately to the north of it was named after 
Captain nasil ]-rall, of' the noyal Navy. Cape Hearne itself is 
a low point. not visible from th~~ mout}1 of tIIC Coppcl'mine; but 
the high laud behind it, wllCn seen fi'om a clistall~e, appears like 
a steep promontory, anti i8 t.hat desjgllatt_~d as Capc J-fcal'lle in 
Captain Franklin's chart of his fOl'mer voyage. The latitude of' 
this cape is 680 11' N., allli it s longitw.lc 1 t4" 54' '\T. The 
length of t.he day's voyage was forty miles. l\fany deer were 
seen here, alitI Oolighuck killed a very fine one in the eveniug. 
After encamping I went a few miles into the interiol', and fimnd 
that the country was composed of limestone, which rose by a 
succession of terraces to the hcig!It of aLout three humll'ed fL--et 
above the sea. The heat of the day was considerablc. the ther. 
mometer, when exposed to the rays of the sun. indicating 86°, 
without the bulb being Llackelled, or any other means used to 
retain the heat. 

Embarking early on the eighth, and i:'assillg through several 
loose streams of ice, some pieces of which were twenty-four feet 
thick, we landed at nine o'clock Oil a bold cape to prepare break
fast. It is formed of columnar greenstone, reposing . on slaty 
limestone, and riBing precipitously trom the sea to the height of 
three hundred and tifty feet, I namet! this well marked point 
Cape Kendall, after my highly esteemed friend and companion, 
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d had the pleasure of pointing out to him, from its summit, 
the gap in the hills at Bloody Fall, through whi the Copper .. 
mine River flows~ Mr. Kendall having taken the necessary bear
ing and sketches for the completion of his chart, we descended 
the hill to announce to the moo, that a short traverse would bring 
us to the mouth of the Coppermine River. As we were aware of 
the di~ppointment which often ~prings from the premature ex .. 
citement of hope, we had not previously acquainted them with 
our near approach to the termination of our voyage; fearing that 

• an unfavourable trending of the coa t, or an intervening body of 
ice, might protract it some days longer than we had expected. 
The gratifying intelligence that we now conveyed to them, was; 
therefore, totally unexpected, and the pleasure they experienced 
fo~nd vent in heartfelt expressions of gratitude to the Divine 
Being, fo~ his protection 011 the voyage. At noon the latitude 
of Cape KendaH was ascertained to be 67° 58' N., and its 
longitude hy reckoning was 115° 18' ,;VL 

Re:embarking, we st~ered for the mouth of the Coppermine 
River with the sails set to a fine breeze, plying the oars at the 
same time, and on rounding Cape Kendall, we opened a mag
nificent inlet, or bay, · rendered very picturesque by the man
ner in which its lofty cliffs came successively in sight as we 
crossed its mouth. We distinguished it by the name of our 
mutual fri d d companion Captain Back. One of Couper's 
Islands, on hiOO we landed, consists of greenstone, rising from 
the water . a stair; and from its summit we perceived 
that a 10 hic~, on the former voyage, had been 

as, in fact, the extremity of Point 
• ardson River was merely a ravine, now 

mouth of the Coppermine River, we 

.. Imn baa since ttansferred the name of Richardson to the Bay be-
tween Point Mackenzie and the month of the Coppermine River. 
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encamped within a hundred yards of the position of the tents on 
Captain Franklin's former Expedition. Some haH~burnt woou, 
the remains of the fires then made, were still lying 011 the spot; 
and I also recogniscU the Esquimaux stage, whidl we visited on 
that occasion, but there were no skins Hor utensils 011 it now. 

The completion of our sea voyage so carly in the seasoll was a 
subject of mutual congratulation to us all; and to Mr. Kcmlall 
and Jnysclf it was highly gratifying to behold our mell still fi'csh 

and vigorous, and ready to commence the lalJorioul:' mardI aeross 
tile barren grounds, with the same spirit that they had :;hown 
in overcoming the obstades which presentell themselves to th{~ir 

progress by sea. 'Y c all felt that the comfort and ease with 
which the voyage lHld been perform cd, were grt~atly owing to the 
judicious anu plent.iful provision of stores alld {()OU which Cap
tain I"ranklin had made fi.)f us; and gratttude for hi~ <:are 
mingling with the pleasure excited oy our sue~cs~, and directing 
our thought1'5 more strongly t.o his party, the most ardent wisllcs 
were {'xpresscu that they might prove equally fortunate. The 
correctness of]\1 r. Kcndall's reckoning wa1'5 allother source of 
Il]cusure. Having been deprived of the aid of chronometers, by 
the breaking of' the two illten~cd fi.)r the eastern detachmcnt 
of the Expcuition. during the intense winter coltl. our only re~ 
source for correcting the dead reckoniug was lunar observa. 
tions, made as frequently as opportunities offb'oo; yet when 
we approached the Copperminc River, wIr. Kenuall's reckoning 
differed from the position of that place, as ascertained Oil Captain 
Franklin's forn~er Expedition, ouly twenty seconds of' time, 
or about two miles and a half of distance, which is a very 
trifling difference when the length of the voyage and the other 
circumstances are taken into consideration. The distance be
tween Point Separation and the mouth of tht: Coppermine Uiver, 
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