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aeaaoDi; and tbe remarks we have made apply exclusively 10 we oarren·gfOWIU 

deer. A la\ltflr kind i •• aid to remain the "hole year in lb. woody parts of 
the couotry, migrating southwards in the Bwnmer season to thec thi~ly·wooded 
swamps and marshes which skirt the coast of Hudson's Bay. betwixt Nelson 
and Severn Ri vers. Hearne stutes that tru~ variety has smaller horns than the 
barren-ground kind. although th,e weight of their carcasses is much greater". 
They are like the others, infested by the gad-fly, In the beginning of Sep
tember, vast numbcn. of this kind of deer pass near York FactorcY, in latitude 
.5:-0. cn their journey towards the n.Jrth.wesl, 

When the rein·deer is in good condition, it is equ~, if not superior. in flavour 
to the finest Engli!ih \Jenison. Almost ev~ry part of it is I.!aten by the Indians 
in ODe shape or anuther. The hunter J;.reaks the leg bones of the recently
slaughtered animal. and whilst the marrow is still warm, greedily devours it. 
The legs and lcet thus depri ved of their marrow I fall to the lot of the fcmales, 
who eat the sinews and membranous parts als"T.aw. Portions of the intestines, , 
too, arc occasionally eaten raw, particularly the thin ,folds -of tbe tbird stomach, 
or many-pliCH. The summits of the antlers likewise, as long as they continue 
son. are deliC!lCies in the raw stalc. The remainder of the animal is eaten 
when cookcd ... nor do the contents of the. paunch escape, They are eaten some
times raw, !;ometimcs boih..'<1 along with the blood of the animal; and it would 
appear that the lichen .. , and other vegetable matters arc rendered more digestiblo 
by the human stomach, after having undergone mastiC'".ation, and become mixed 
with the saliva'ry and gastric jui~s of a ruminating animal. Many of the 
Indians and Canadian voyagers prefer this savoury mixture after it has under
gone a degree of fermentation. or laiu to season, as they term it, for a few days. 
The paunch and its contents are likewlse, esteemed to be delicate food by the 
Esquimaux; and GreenlandeM. the former of whom term it nerrook., the latter 
NtTTokak, or ne,."iookak, In the spring, when the laroa: of the «'hI which are 
lodged in the Jiluccs, and about the posterior 'Parts of ~ nostrils, have attained 
a large !'ize, those parts of the animal are considered' as choice 1DQI'&els by 
Indian epicures, When the whole of the' Svft parts have been oonswited. the 
women pound the bOlles betwixt two stones, and by boiling, extract the marrow 
for the purpose of forming the beUcr kinds of the milluT6 of dried mea1 aM 

• Hu .... op. cit. p. 185-100. which ma,. be oonaul~ wiUa .nUl~tge by \hOM wbo N1I 

"irou of kno.,..ing tDOft rupect.ing the mannen of thil inkreat.illf animal. 
Bee aao C.pt.in Frauklin'. Nan.ti,-" p. UO-IU. 
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fat. termed pemmican; and most of the young femal~s preserve 8CIIDe of 1he 
marrow in a bladder, to anoint their bair with on dress occasions. 

12. Bas MOSCHATUs. (L.) Musk Ox. 

Bot 1Il00chatus. Supplemt!7l/ ro Parry'l Flrlt V~.lft"!, p. clIXXix. Apptmhz to FranJrJm', 
J()tIrney, p. 668. 

Muek q.. Hearnt', Journey to the Nrrtil"" Ocean, p. 135. 
Musk Ox and Oumingmuk. Pflrry', NaTTattVt'..,seconrt Voyage. p. 4117. [.03. 5(1". 605, 51i . 

• 
THE coincidence between the Esquimaux name of this animal oomingmak, and 
the oomimak or umimak of the nalive! of Wolstenholm Sound and d the Green
landers, has been pointed out by Captain Sabine, together with the singularity 
of the latter people havjng been able to preserve the nnme, ll nd a general idea 
of the form of an animal through tradition only. Neither the Crees nor Copper 
Indians possess an original narl\l! for the Mw;k-ox, the former calling it matlwh
moo.~toosb , or ugly bison, Lnd the lRttcr adgiddah-.1Iawzeh, (,t" liul{'" bison. 

No Musk-oxen WpTe seen by our navigators on the present voyage, but dishetl 
or spoons forrueg out of their homR were observed in the hands of the Esqui. 
maux. They do not visit Melville Peninsula, but keep marc to-the westward. 
near the banks of some of tho..: larger rivers, on which alone wiUows or spruce 
trees sufficient to shelter th,'m are to be found. Their appearance on Melville 
Island in the month of May, as ascertained on the former voyage, is an interest. 
ing feature in theIr hi . .,tory. Supposing them to have travelled directly north· 
wards, they must have migrated at least seven dl..'Wecs of latitude from their 
winter quarters on the continent. Their joumey in the spring was performed on 
the ice, but as that must have been at least partially brokcn up when they re
turned in September, it is more than probable that-thdc is a ch~in of islands by 
which they were conducted to the main land. 

The food of the MUflk·ox is the same with that of the rein·deer. and the foot· 
marksjf these tw ... animals are so silJlilar, that we have known hunters of some 
experience mistake the one for th~ other. The mark of the Musk-ox's hoof, 
however, is a ~ittle narrower. The winter coat of thi~ animal yields a fine wool 
that Would be a valuable acqui~ition 'to our manufa.cturerE. It is hunted in its 
winter retreats by the Esquimaux only, none of the Indian tribes ever visiting 
tlat barren grcamda at that season. AI present. the Musk-ox is not found in a 
lower latitude than 66", <but fi>J1Derly ,boy came much farther 10 Ibe soutbwanl. 



ACCOUNT OF 'QUADRU9EDS, 

and their flesh used to be b~ht by the natives to Fort Churchill in latitude 
58·, It woul<l appe.r th.t they are retiring to the northward, probably owing to 
(he alann created by the attacks made upon them by fire-arms. . It is worthy of 
remark. that the Bos .Americallu~, or bison, has also rctrt:att.>d to the northward. 
Until very lately, they were ~evcr seen beyond Slave Point, in latitude 6)° 30' ,; 
but, in 1821. they arc said to Ml.'C visited, for the first time, the neighbourhood 
of Great Marten Lake. in latitude 64Q. When a herd of Musk-oxen are fired upon, 
if the hunters keep themselves Recluded from their vier, they mistakelhe noise for 
thunder, and form themselves into If- circular · group, crowding nearer together as 
their comp"anions fall around them. When they dis(lover by the Sense of smell 
the presence of man, the whole herd seek safeW by instant flight ; but a wounded 
individual often turns upon its pursuer, ao'J thus falls a more easy prey. for the 
hunter by frequent wheeling easily avoids the pushes of the infuriated animal, 
and finds an opportunity of stabbing it in some vito:.! part. . 

:rhey were observed by Captain Franklin's p}Irty to rut in the end of August 
and beginning of September, and Hearne says that they bring forth onc calf at 
a time in the latlcr cnd of Mayor beginning of June. He remarks also, that 
very few bulls arc flecn in a herd, and supposes that. they kill each other in their 
contests for th6' cows. When the Musk-ox is fat, its fle~h is well taited, and it 
is then preferred by the Copper Indians to the r~ir.·decr. The flesh of bulls if> 
high flavoured; and both bulls anLl cows, when l~an, smell more strongly ot 
musk, their flc~h at the same time being very dark and tough. The contents of 
the paunch and other intestinal parts arc reliRhed as much by the Indians as the 
similar parts of the rein-deer. 

13. PllOCA F(ETlD.\. Rough Seal. 

Phoca fcetida. Zooiog. Dan. Mull. prodr. p. viii. Faun. GrtrnJ. 13. 
Phoca bi8pida. Grnel. Lin. i. p. Goi. Shaw', Zoo!ogy. i. p. 239( 

Rougb SeaL Penn. QIJ.O-dr. ii. p. 278 (when: it is ('onfoundelf'with a larger wpecie8). and 
I!r ... tir Zoology, i. p. 160. "-! • 

Neitb bee"k, or NCltitlk, (middl~.n:ed kairolik, youn!J ibbeen). ElqUimaw: Neituk. Gree1'l. 
la1'ldeT,. • 

Small "i\eal, and Phoca bilpida, and Neitiek. Pa.rry" Na.rrative, &eOfld VOYIlgt', p. 17i, 1711, 
SS6, 1023, 424, 606, .5OG. 

THI8 species approaches very near to the pboca vitulina, or common seal. The 
teeth, vibriS&le, tongu~, ears, tail, flippers, and claws of both are alike, and die 
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principal differences which have been pointed out by -Fabricius, are as'fol1ow : 
in the common fcal, the hend is a little depresseJ , the nose is of 3111od{:rate size, 
being one-third of the length of the head; the pUlJil of the eye IS black, with ' 3 

greyish-brown iris; the neck is lower, or has a less vertical diameter, than the 
head; the body is almost cylindrical, the space betwixt the hind feet being 
nearly as great as th~t betwixt the fore-fect; 'he fat is 110t oily, and the flesh is 
more edible than that of any other seal found in the northern seas. The rough 
.fml , on thl) other hand, lra.s a short roundish heau, of which the nose forms less 
than one-third part ; the pupil of Lhe eye ~f a duil white colour, with a pure 
brown iris; a thick neck .. clliptiC'al body, oily fat. and the flesh very fretid and 
disagreeable, particularly that I>f 1,llc old males. which is nausoated. by the 
Grcenlandcrs themselve~. They differ al so in their habit::!. the common seal 
being remarkable for its caution. aeutt'ness in perceiving danger, and its morl' 
actlve habits; whilst the rowp;h seal is easily surprised eithe r on land or water , 
and is moreover a solitary anti-a lazy animal. being wont to lie basking it\ tlw 
sun in place of hUlltlllg Ater jt~ prey. and tllUS being often found lean from 
want of nourishment. The Jalter is also a i'maller species, sddom exceeding: 
-l ~ f~et in lenp;th, according to Fabricius. 

The only ciHlractN that can be perceived in the dried skins fQf distinguishing 
the specip-s, consists in the .r.;rcater quantity of entangled woolly hairs at the 
roots oJ the fur of the roug+ ,;eal, which ba\'e the eflect of preventing the longer 
hairs from lying so close as in the common species, and of giving them the sub
erect position. from whence the specific appellation of hispida. In the young of 
the rough seal the wholt: fur i ~ Wf)()Uy. and forms ~ thick Hfle coating, on which 
account the Esquimuux prefer their "kim; for clothing before those of any of the 
other seals they arc acquainted witt,. The w{)oliin{'''''; of the fur of the ~ommon 
lieal is much less remarknblc thall in the rough s(!al r n corh'~ponding age. 

The rough seal, like the ('ammon one, -.. aries much in colour. The very young 
individuals, seen by Captain Pa,'ry. were totally white. and the f<Etal ones had 
a yellowish whilr' ('()l~ur like raw silk. A specimen brought home of a young 
one atout six weeks old, killed ~ -the end of April at Igloolik, is entirely of a 
pure shining yellowish white colour without any dorsallinc: another. three feet 
long, perhaps a year old, corresponds with the general description Fabricius 
gi",,·es of the young. It is without Bputf', and all the long hairs are white but or. 
the head, back. and tail; the short woolly cOat at tlleir roots has a sbining 
gre,.ish.black colour, and as it is pa!1.ially visible, it givei a dark appearance to 

• u 
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the,e parts. One variety. known in Greenland by the name of ukallen'ak, grows 
up of a whi~ colour~ marked merely with an obl:>Cure dark dorsal line. In 
general. however. the rough seals, as they grow older, exhibit more and more 
colour in their fur. and the arrangement of these coiOUT& is somewhat different 
from what takes place in the common seal. In the latter. they are generaJJy. 
greyish-black in distinct spot;; ~ ,",cry various and often cousiderable magnitude. 
upon a yellowish-white ground; in the former, the ground colour is the same, 
but the spots are very deep reddish, or blackish, btown of smalkr size. but 
inOBCulllting freely with each other, tdO as to produce a: marbled appearance. III 
both species the abdomens aTC whiter than the bad.: , 8Tld oce8sionally inter
spersed with distant small spots. 

The specimens of the P. ffl'tid(1 brough~ home have seven rows of whiskers . 
The setre are all compressed and undulated with an appearance of articulatIOn 
between e'lch undulation ; the upper rows are darker ('olvuroo and shorter.' the 
lo"'ter ones longer and colourless. thC" extenu!"" '!!cta' of the lowest row arc the 

longest. 
The rough sealS were '">("en tn great abundance. both in the I', ummer a:lll 

winter. in the course oflhe voyage. alld many intcrC"otin{!; particulars respecting 
them arc inter~Qersed through the narrativc.. They form the principal bubsist
cnce of the E'.lquimaux of Melville Peninsula in thD winter time, and are also 
the chief dependance of the- Esquimaux that frequent, the mouth of the Copper
mine river in the months of March, Apnl, May, and Jun C'. 

The rough seal, ac('Ordin~ to Fabricius and other observers. lives under the 
fixed icc, m which it has n small foramen for breathing, ahd a largN one'to ascend , 
by when it is satiated With food. The Esquimaux informed us, that the seal 
makes these holes with its teeth. illdco..-1. its claws would be inefficient weapons 
for wearilIg away the hard ice ortlle northern winterst. As two of these seals 
seldom use the same hole. the degree of labour to the solitarv animal must be 

• See particularly p. 171,177, o.m1424. 
t T}w pltoca L':luhna allW live~ ullder the fixed iCel ~I which it hna II. fornmen, but. slIn:e 

foramt'll is commOn to n r.umber. LmlLa>u~ thu~ mentions the fact: "Gn>y ~el1ls (phoca vitullna) 
are hunted III winter. TlLev lie upon the ice ofwn in great numlwrtl c1o~f\ to a' hole they have 
mado in it. If it should freeze over, they travel \P the 8outh-w..:et till they can get at water, 
alway' proceedmg strllight-forwa.rd, evell though they meet with mountaiM in their way; and 
they !'ewrn ill \hl' same dlrae .. 1ine back again. The seat. attj able to penetrate through Ole 10e 
from beneath, lying Oll their backs under water be it ever 80 thick, but c&nnot mike their way 
into it from above."-Laclltlil Lappomcc., ii. p. iilS7. 
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very great when the ice is thick, for the perforation i§ necessarily shaped Uke 
a~ inverted funnel. Our navigators often saw these perforations eompleted in a 
single night. According to the Labrador Missionaril!S, the rough seal makes 
for itself several large caverns, to which it retires in the months of February and 
March to bring forth its young; when disturbed in one cavern it takes shelter 
in a second. 

A slight blow on the nose with the roge of the hand is sufficient to kill this 
seal, but ~ulllJcd elsewh·ere it is tenacious enough of life; and when it receive~ 
a shot in a vital part. it generally mnks to tfte bottom and dies there. 

14. PHOCA n .1 RUATA. Grr.at &cal. 

I'hocl\ Ioarbata. P ,WII. Grullt"I" 15. Urn, ,!. /in , j p. ".~ 

fir"at !I(':ol. P enT/' qU(I<h., j j II. i?7. Arrt lr Xoo{o.'lY, I. p. I Ml. 

Ogg U'ook. Esqlllm,ul.l. of I"~ Wdcltmr Ogi,b·. i!.lqllimallJ: "f Mdl'ille pelli~IJ". 
Hrksuk (,'r",'1I1t "rI,.,s. 

Grt-at st'ni ami Og-lIkr. p,jTry's /l'anah l'('. 2J "¥!jC, p. 17 1 (and 6~urc,) 171>.467, .... (;9, 6()" . 

TtlIs seal docs not live under the fixed ice, like the preceding species. but keeps 
amongst the floating fragmc1lts near the open water. In such s!ta.:ations it was 
often seen by our navigators. and sometimes killed by them. but more frequently 
by their Esquimaux vl~itcrs. whose mode of proceeding i!3 detailed in p. 457 
of the narrativt:; . 

It is distinguished from the of.be-r seals by its great size·. It.is often ten feet 
Idng and the young of the second year nre ~tated by Fabricius to measure 
nearly seven feet. It is further dirtinguisht.>U from the other seals common in 
the northern seas. by its whiskers, which are clIiled at the ends. being entire 
not undulated. the black pupil of its eye being rounded not lil,ear, the iris 
brown. and still more ~ecidedly by the form of its fore feet or fiippers,-" Sin
gulares habet pedcR anticos longos. digito media longissimo. quem sequitur 
sinister ej'ls, tunc d~xter. extirrAl.l, intimus longitudine, qua nota optimf'" a 
reliquis dignOBCitur." (Fabricitu.) 

The 8esh of the great seal and it!i fat, which is abundant. but not rich in oil, 
is much prized as an article of food.. by the Greenlanders and Esquimaux.-The 
skin being very thick. and in old individuals almost destitute of fur. is seldom 

• Capt. Lyon, in his pri .... te Jourmll, p. 7i, gives the dimeMiOIll of one, eight feet long. and 

weigbiag nearly' en • 
, U , 
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uled for clothing by the 'natives, but it is cut into sledge traces, fishing linea, 
and applied to a variety of domestic purposes. 

15. PHOCA GR(ENLANDICA. Harp seal. 

Phoca g roonlandica. P<lun~ Grrrnl., p. II. Gmel. l.in., l. p. 64. 

Hllrp ~eal Penll. 'lU{lrir., ii p ';t19. ArctiG Zoolugy, i. p. 163. 

NONP. of this species were killed by our navigators, but a skin observed to be 
in the possession of tile Esquimall,-)( of Melville peninsula, by Mr. Edwards. 
enables us to rank them as inhabitants of those seas .• 

16. BAI.JENA MYSTICETUS. (Lacepedc.) Black II'Mlc. 

Agga-wek ( Yookai 1IJilaic Iwn,..) ESlJulmauJ:. 

Black.whalt>. Parry'l Narru/tvc, JCCf)llJ VI'!}flge, AU!fVst'l1-2SIh. &pteml,er 13·19tli, IS1!I, 
p. 301, 50S, oSlo. 

.. 
BLACK whales were frequently set'n in Hudson's Straits, in th~ Frozen Strait 
near the shores of Mclvilk peninsula, and in page 5 10 of the Narrative thp)' 
are said to be most abundant about Eiwillik. The Hudson's Bay Compan', . . 
once carried on the whale fishery in the Welcome .. but not finding it profitable 
they have abandoned it for many years. 

For ample details respecting this animal, so important from the vast' capital 
and the number of seamen annually engagecf in its capture, the reader is reo 
ferred to Martens' Voyage to Spitzbergen, and to th6 more recent, and ·ex
cellent, publications of Ca~ptain Scoresby on the subject. It may be pro~ 
tu mention, however, in this plare, tha: the ,latter writer, whose authority in this 
matter is of the greatest weiWlt, states the figure of the nord-caper in Lacepede's 
work to be an exact representation of the mysticetus or black whale, but that 
there is no eXisting whale which agrees with ,t.he figureoQf the same author. er~ 
roncously said to be that of the balt:illc franche or mj/SticetUs. 

17. MONODON MONOCEROS. (L. ) Narwhal Sea·vniccm;. 

Monod?n monoceros. Supplement to Parry'ljtr&t voyage, cxii. 
Keina-!ov-a. &quimaux. 

~arwblLl. Parry', N~m;tive, Seoondvoyage, Augwt 12-16t', 181H. 

THE Narwhal was frequently seen in Hudson's and Frozen Straits. 
The germs of two barns. or as thev ou~ht to be more Drooerlv termed fore. 
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teeth, are to be fwnd in this animal, but in general u"e lett one only comet to 
perfection". Some rare instances are noticed by authors in whi&h there were 
two complete ones. in the thirteenth volume of the .Lillnrean Transactiom, p. 
620, there is an ~unt of a female, which had a perfect tooth in the upper 
jaw, similar to, though not so large, as that in the male. 

An account of a second species of this genl1~ (na n.valu~ microcephalus, Lace
pede,) is given by Dr. Fleming in the memoirs of the Wernerian Society, i . 
p.146. 

13. DF.LPIUNAWTERUS BELUGA. (Laccl'ede.) White whale. 

Delphinus leUI'll!. Gmel. Lin. 252. 

Dtlph inu!I nlbil'ans. FauTia .1TU'nlam/lc(l, " .. ~O. 
Whit!;! whale. Parry's N.Jrru,ti!'t·. ,('('rllla !l()J!U,!Ji', August 15-16'1., 8rpt~!mbcr I S~ 15111, I h\! I, 

p. 1I()2. 

Tm: Hudson's Bay Company formerly carrico ou a fi~hery for the eaptulle of 
these ammals at thl': mouth'vf Cht.;chill river. They were s<'en abundantly by 
Captain Parry in the Frozen Strait, Lyon's Inlet, the Strait of the Fur)' and 
Hecla. and in' variou8 other quarters. Martens rcmarks-" when we see 
plenty of white fish it is Hie sign of a good year for catchirfg Whales, for if 
they find good food, the wll,tles find the same also t·" 

For·a figure, and g(;U(l fux:ount, of this animal, with many important anatomi
ca1 details, the reader may turn to the Werncrwn Trall sactio"s, iii. p. 37l. 

Capt, Lyon remarks. that the cubs of the Beluga arc uniformly of 0 slaty hue, 
(PriMe Journal, p. 69.) 

19. TRICHECUS nOSMARU~. (h, ) Walrus 

Trichecus rosmaru q •• Supp. to raTT.'I'sjirsi 1lOljO .IjC, ('l((·i . FaUll .. l/oI'lll. p. ". 

Arctic walrus. l'-ml. quc.dr" I)' :iG6. Arctic Zool0!lY, i. p. 1"40. 
Sea~horllt', ·M ... r~e ur Mor~s. .IJfarl.'II' voyagc 1" Spit::lu'T,iJclI, Jh 107 . Su.pplement, r- l"~. 

Ei~u .i;k, Esqulmau.T of MtlVlI~pellllllula. t:j-ce-werk. J:."'1wm(lu~ of t/,e Welcome, 

Walnllfol' Sea-h01"le. Parry's NarratllX, swmd !)oya.qe. p. 22, 178, 'MS, 855, 586 , 4oU. 

'18, '69, 505,510. 

THE manners of these animals have been often described by voyagers, and their 
various details as conectoo by PeIU'lant form an amusing and instructive aMide . 

• Cuvier r~!J1Ie anim/Jl, i. p. 281 . Faut1(). GT<fnl, p, 30. 

Voyage to Grcenland and Spitzber~n. p. lita, 
• 
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It is but jlllt to MartemJ, however, to state tbat his account, although one of 
the oldest. iSrstill one of the best, modem writers h::t.ving added few facta of 
importance. Fabricius as usual gives n concise' and areurate description; and 
we may refer to the figure in Captain Cook's third ~·vyage. ~s giving the best 

idea of the form of the animal. 
They feed. Cuvier remarks," .... partly on animal substances. and panly on 

marine algce. Martens ~ay8,-" What their food is I cannot certainly tell. they 
may perhaps eat both herb" and fish; that they eat her~8, I conclude from hence, 
that their dung lookR likC' horse·dun~; that they cat fislt, I judgc,bccause when 
we cut the fat otTa whale. one of thpm did often take the skin with him under 
the water, he did also fling it up and catch it ,'lgain. T he Burgcrmeider doth 
cat hi s dung. t. Fabricius acquaints us that they eat muscles .. which they hook 
up with their .tusks. Mr Edwards sometimes observed a small Intermixture- of 
{uci with the mol/twa, which their stomachs ~('nerdlly contained, and Captain 
Lyf\ln found three pounds weight of pebbleR. td~ether with a handful of sea 
weed. in the stomach ofa femalc. ( PrilJaie . 1 ollmal~ p 'i'25.) 

Besides the hooking up of their food just mentiont.'<i, their tusks serve another 
important PUt pose.' .. When they awake they rise up and stand upon their fore
foot, look tcrriL-ly and roar, and strike with their long teeth into the ice for 
madncss. nnd so draw themselves along by the help thereof," (Martens, p . Ill. ) 
In making these mov~ments and in their conll'sts with the polar bear, the~· teeth 
are oftell brokeu. 'f You shall see," says Martens, "nlmo~t a hundred of them 
before you find one that hath good teeth, for somC' are but small, others have 
but one, and ptht'rs non(' at ~ll. " . 

The bellowing or barking of the walrus may he heard. Captain Parry states 
til his NarrR.tive. (p. 2()S) in calm weather afthc distance of two miles. 

The walruses wcre very nltmerous at Igloolik, and on the other parts of the 
coast to the eastward of the Fury and Hecla's strait. They are not found, 
however, at the mouth of the Copper Mine' rlver, nlt?cn,gh the black whale 
has been !!ornctimes drifted thither. They V(cre observed by Captain Parry to 

huddle them$iClves into separate drovps of from twelve to twenty, many such 
droves being observe'i on the same beach. The weight oi a mooerate.sized 
female kiHed by our navigators was 1 5~ ewt. Their fiesh is preferred by the 
Esquimaux before that of the small seal. (phoca bispida) their feet or fins are 
considered as delicacies. and the heart and liver were pronounced by our na,i~ 
~ator8 to be excellent. The tongue is said to be good when fresh, but becomea 
oily by keeping. 
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We subjoin the following description by Mr. Edwaws, containing masy par. 
ticulars not to be found in books. 

Length from the end of the snout eight feet ten inches. 
SAape of the body oblong. its circumf('rence below the fore anns being six 

feet ten inches, and continuing the same for about four feet, before it slopes off 
towards tile extremity, where it is only one ffXlt. The neck tapers gradually 
from the shoulders , and unites insensibly with the head. From the eyes for
ward, the hiad is more c~indrical, swelling out however at the extremity, and 
then roundmg off into a broad obtu.<;e tieshy-=nout, whose lower edge overhangs 
the mouth in furm of an ,jlrch. ThIS snout is partially bilobro by the nasal 
deprcssion. and is as FabricIus well remarh, ., lIatibus homims non dissimilis.·· • • 
The mustachios arc formed of hard hollow pellucid bristles, placetl in tranSVt:"rHe 
rows. The bristles increase iiI length as their ongin is Illote remote from the 
sulcus of the lip, and the cxtsmor ones of the 10w('st row ale the longest of all. 
These mustaehios hang dowmVlUl'd!=:., and curve inwards, so that they would meet 
if proIOl~g:ed bencatli. the c!lin. 

The under jaw being neel'~~~rily narrow to admlt of ItS rc('cption betwixt 
the tusks, the mouth is small , compared with the breadth of the !=:.tlout. The 
tusks in this individual were as yet small. not proJccting morc taan four inches 
above the gum. They wen four inches apart at their basco The shape and 
curvatu~e of the tusks of the morse render them important instruments of locomo
tion on rocky shores and on ice. The seals arc cnabled by the pt:rfcction of 
their claws to move amI climb about with facility, but in the marS(: the claws 
are too imperfectly dO'A;'lopeJ (wd disadvantageously slluateJ , to be of much 

• u~e in this way. There were on one.sitlc two incisores similar in form to the 
grinders, and on the other side three. The grihder~ were two on eat:h side. 
posteri~r to the tusks, obliquely truncated, and scapcc1y risizJg !lbove tbegums. 

The lower jaw is rather pointed, moving betwixt the tu!,ks, and projecting 
about two inches past triem. Th~ nares arc semilunar, about one inch tung, 
have their crescentiC edges turned outwards, and arc separated by a septum 
three.quarterH of an inch wide abo't:l: and one and half wide belolV. 

Eye-lids prominent, pupU~ circular, irides dark brown, cilmry circle white·. 
Auricular apertures very smaIl, merely admitting "l goosc quill. and a little 
higber than the eyes . 

• Pennant, quoting from Cranu., 8IlyB th~ eye. art! Iman, and retractile from external itlJur,., 
&lid Captain Sabine Itates that they we-re prominent in an individual examined by bim. 
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The body IS covered \OOve with short coarse dusky grey hairs. and below it 

is scantily supplied with softer bay-coloured hair. 
Upp~r Limo. The flipper composed of five fingers. connected at their very ex

tremities by a strong web. Length from shoulucT joint to the finger ends, two 
feet. Expansion of the tlipper, one toot. The inner finger I~ the Jongest. tbe 
outer ones bec-orne gradually l;hortcr. Cluu,t weak. nnd situated one and halt , .. . '. 
to two and half inches from the ends of the toes. Hinder flippers twenty-one 
inches long, and when strctrh('d out, ex.tending ci«hteen inches" behind the 
body. Toes five. of whIch the tw~cxtreme~ are long and strong, the inner ones 
short and weak. They arc ('onnected by a w('b, na.ked below, but furnished 
above with a few ftf'attered hair'>. Expansion two feet. The dawy arc weak. 
and are placed high up, at a distance fro~l tne ('nds of the toes. Os coccygis. 
covered with the rudiments of a tail. The aperture of the sheath of the penis 
lies seven inches behind the umbilicus, and twenty-eight inches anterior tl) the ' 
os coccygis. Four abdominal teats fifteen im;:lle~ apart . plac~ ill the corne~ 
ora quadrangle, and having the urnbilicus in the centre. 

AnalfJmir:aII!Qlice~ . Heart wel~hlTlg eight pounds. "Parietes of the 'left ven
tricle very thick. Foramen ovnle dot-ed. Fossa ovaus well defined. The 
Aorta gives off a solitary coronary artery, immooiatl'ly above the semilunar 

• valves. It is capable of admitting a swan quill. ~The aorta itself, at that part, 
h:a two inches internal dw.mctcr, and at the arch ~.G inches. The first 
vess€'! which arises from the ar('h is the right :,;ubclavian, the seconej the ,in
nominata, which is an inch long, and divides into the two carotids, the third is 
the left subclavian. The gall bladder ('ontained a pillt of hite of the specific 
gravity of 1.040-1. ' 

The kidm;y nearly elliptic, wcighir:g fiv(' pounds. is composed of very nume~ 
rous lobes nearly incorporatrd. Thf're are upwards of 400 papiIlte. having as 
many distinct infundibula. The urinary bladder. capable of holding a gallon. 
is completely covered by the pcritonreum, and is reID~rkable for the thickness 
and !>trcngth of its muscular ('oat. The ureters open ~ose to the t.-ervix. and 
within an mt.h of each other. No prostate' ~'and nor vesiculm seminales. 

Bc!.ides the ninete~n species of mammalia above noticed, a skin of a small 
animal of the weasel tribe was obtained from the Esquimaux of Hudson's 
Straits. 1: probably belonged to the m&tk of the fur traders. the atjac/.°Q.8k of 
the Cree Indians , or les$ler oUer of Canada, which bas been identified by Forster 
with the tlIusteia lutroola of Europe. Mr. Graham. in Arctic Zoology baving 
ascribed the manners of this animal to the fisher or ","atela Pennanti. much 
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confusion has been produced . Pennant hM described the mink under the 
name of Pekan .,. 

It is probable alAo that the American bear (u. AIlIt,'TicfHlU.t,) the ottN (lut ra 

Canade1l~is. SAJHNr, Frallk. App. p. 653.) anti the musk rat (nf"Vico(a =ibrthica. 

Cuv .• ) inhabit the neighbourhood of Rcpulr;c Bay. as they are found in equally 
high latitudes a little filrthpf to the wC'stwarH~ The former of these animals 
is tcnnrd m cA cck by Iht· Cft .. 't' Im.l imls. anti the latter matKO.,", or 1mtsqua41. 

The list oC-mammalia. trlcrE'fore. in the qllarlcr~ visited by Captain Parry, 
ought most prllhably to cxwntl tv ·twenty-three or more. The beaver (co.r{or 

fiber.) the squirrel (aciu,rI",-!uulsomrts.) the Canada porcupir..e (lwYlri:r (lor,fa/n,) 

several varieties of the fox (ca/lis~)IIIJk' . ) and the American bare (lepus Ame,;
camu, ) are also found far north on the ('.ontinent of Arnf'Tica , but they frequent 
the woodP.d districts alOUt'. 

·Vide F OJl. !lTJUl . PI. d r ,UIU., I:l\ f p. 371 . .A ,ct l~ Zoot. i. " . 79 Bnd St. F'1I,.UUU,," '11 

JfYIlrnal, II 90 Bud lji, l 



BI RDS. 

1. FA LCO l'E,REtRINUS. ' (L.) Peregrine. 

Faloo peregrinu" Tem"" p. 22. Gru nt. Bird!, p. 529. 

Peregrine falcon. En/llh Zoology. i, p. 2..9, I . .fO, and Lanner. Bntith Zoology. i . 
, p. 2~3. t. 2$. Arcu r Zoo/1J9Y. ii. p. 1'(..t, No. !J7. 
Peregrine lind falco peregrinus. Parry'~ N(J.Trfl/l/:e &rond Voyage,1unl' 18 . 

THE specimen received was killed in Five.Hp~ser bay on September ath. 
1821. and is a young male, apparently of the second year. 

Peregrine falcons were seen at various periods uuHng the voyage, fbllowing 
the flocks of the snow.bunting, particularly on June 18th. 1821, near Cape 
Farewell on the coast of Greenland, and on August 12th. in the Frozen Strait 
on the coagt of America. They seem to be sumowr visitors of these northern 
cotfntries; but the fateo palumhariu~, named by the Esquimaux oodno-ah·/uEo(lt, 
ff'rnains in high latitudes all the winter preying pri.lcip.llly on the pta,·migan. 

2. 8TluX N\'CTEA. (L.) Snowy ~'l. 

Strix nyetea. Temm. RI!. Suppt..:m"111 10 i'UrTlj'. Fl.nJ Voyor}". p. cxClii. Fabr . F(,IlIIla 
GrIZ1l/. p. 60 . For.d. PM/os. 1'mm IxJlJ. p. 8S5. 

Snowy owl. white owl. An·r.e Zoology, iI. p. iSs, No. lil. HearM', Journey. p. 401. 
'White ow!. Parry" Nana/.m', s.'CoJla J·r.yugc, AII.'7UJ1 .l?~. HI21. 

W appakel'thoo, or Wap-poo-hoo Cree hldlll1U •• Ook-piii-fUak. &zv171lQu.J: . 
• • 

A ,BIRD two or three years old was killep. in the middle of Heptember o~ 
Liddon Island, cc:rresponding exactly with "Fabricius's excellent description 
above quoted. It measures twenty-eight inches. 

The Snowy owl remains in high Dortt-ern latitudes the whole year. It 
preys in the day time, and we once saw one in lat. 64Q in the middle of 
winter, repeatedly striking at an American hare, which was at the same time 
pursued by a wolverene. Hearne states. that this bird lavs four eus. of 
which tw:o only are in general hatched. 
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3. CORVUS CORAX-. (L.) Raven. 

Corvus corax. 1'emm. p 101. Supplement ta Parry's Fint VUY(J.!l". ('Xci" App.'ndix to 
HallAlin', JOlINU'Y, (.l7l. Fahr. Fauna , G-rtnd. p. lit. 

Raven. A rctic ZoolQ9Y. ii. JI. 245. No. IS'. Heal1!(,'4 j()IJ.rnf"!b p. 4-0S. 
Click-oo. Cree 11lfltans. Toollooak. ESlp,imallJ. '1'oollogak. Grcenl,mtieTJ. 
Raven. PUfTy's Narral/le, S('("I)/I(i Voyag/!, AUf/ust 22, 1~21. p. 183,234,2:16, S7i . 

• 
THESE birds are frequent in the northerl) t~acks of America, and are of the 
few that do not leave them in thc·wintcr. They follow tbe rein~deer in their 
migrations, and when th~ wol ves:which also hang upon the Hkirts of the herd, 
are successful in the chase, COI'ftC il1. for a share of the srei!. Their scent is 
as.tonishingly acute, for whell a deer has been killed by a hunter, or driven over 
a Plecipic(' by thc wolves, thcy discovcr it even in the intensl) colds of winter, 
and flock from all quarters lo.~east on the offal. They often prove troublesome 
to the fur hunters by fobhing their traps, and are not \lnfrequently caftght 
themsehes; shewing mbch less Jexterity in avoidiug the ~marc thun the 
Canada jay, which i~ equally annoyittg and still more familiar. They pair in 
March, earlier.than any other birds in those quarter~, except the Canada jay 
just mentioned. 

4. AL,\V).\ ALPLSTRIS. (L. ) SllOre-lark. 

Alauda nlI"'9tri~. T,'mm. p. 279. ForsfC7, Plllt. Trans. btii. V 39b. 
Shore· lark. A.,-rtlc 7.oolo[/!}. ii. p. 392, No. 278 . 

• C:lce-chup-pee-ah"w. (,'/f'" b!dlan •. 

A SP};CIMEN of this bird killed 0;.1. the 10th July" 1822, near Cape Wilson, 
corresponds sufficiently with the descriptions ofeaut"ors. 

5. E,!BERJZA j-lIVALIS. (L.) Sllow~hunlillg . 
• • Emberiza ni\'R 1i~. Tefllm.. P,.SID. Grrcnl. Birds, p . .'!31, No .'!. Supplement to Parry's 

Fjrst rmJafl' , p. cx('iv. A]~I'tI("I to F7anklj1j's ./oUTJlry, p 675. Faun. GTf£ui 

P .. 117, Nu. 81. F orI/IT, PliilfJ8. Tranl.lxii. p. 4:13. 

Snow-bunting. Arrtic Zoology, ii: p. 855, No. 2!2. HI'Q me's jOIlmt!y, p. 419. 
Shugun-peetheeaceB. Cree Indlalll~ K,1pe'1Jno-icd,.,I. EIf(UI1IUJux. 

Snow-bunting. Parry', Narrative, &~ond Vuyag/!, June 18th, July 24th, AI.I9I1" ~2nd. 

11.81. Aprl/27th, fli;22, p. 214, 236. 265, S.10, 382, 462. 

AIIOJrW81 the .,ecimeDs of this bird received are two males, each meaiuring 
se\'CD inches. On~ killed on May lOth presents preciaely the colours of Ie 1lieuz 

• x • 
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male en plumage d'hiNr, 'rU])I. and the otber killed on the 27th of the same 
montb, iB in domplete summer plumage, with only the pure black and white 
colours. Theae two specimens shew. in the ulORt aatisfactory manner, how 
the change to the summer plumage take" place, by tbe tips of the feathers on 
the parts tinged red dropping utf, as mentioned by Temminck. A very few. 
of the red points remain on the second specimen. but they drol~ off on the 
slightest touch, and the unequal and somewhal wiry appearance of the other 
featbCl s, mark the recent loss they have sustained of their coloured margins. 

A female killed on the 10th ofl~nnp. i~ noted by Mr. Edwards as having 
the crown and nape blacl wilh white tips. Fabricius remarks corrC'ctly. that 
the white feathers of the back and bellY' when blown aside, appear black at 
their baseR. Twis uccurs both III the sumtner amI winter plumage D[ the mate 
bird. 

The snow-buntings frC'fjlJent the shores of tne Arctic SCli. during the 
surflmer Beason, retiring inland in the wmter t~' shelter themselves in wooded 
tracks. At Cumberland Housc,m the interior of tlle-country, and in bt. 54°, 
they remain the greater part of the winter, absenting themselves only 
occasionally, during the severe storm~ of Dccemher aml JamUlry. At Fort 
Enterprise, in lat. 64", they were al<;o "een in the winter but more rarely, and 
in a register kept for a series of years at Fort C!mr('hdl, in lat. 59", on the 
~ea~coast, they arc noted as arri \ iug' from the 2 ';)h of March to tin· 7th of 
April; disappearing in tbe Rummer, returll1l1g ugain III the end of September, 
and remaining for ahollt a month. It is mentIOned as a rare occurrence that • 
one was killed in Decembc-:. They made their hr ... t appearance at CUlJtam 
Parry's wIDter quarter", ill lat. 60"", on the 27th of Apnl. In their winter 
migrations, they reach, accurdmg to Wlls~1l (A mer. bird,). a:. far south as the 
borders or Maryland. " 

They bRed on Melville penim:;ula. and Captain Lyq,n describes their ne~t 
as being placed in the crevices of rocks or amongst bose liloncs. and con
structed of dried grass neatly lined with IY~lte Ueen' hair. They lay sevec 
egg.. (Parry". Na"a';",. p. 462.) 

Penoantl'emarks, that it ill singular that a ·graminivorous hird should resort 
to the b,uren regions of the Arctic circle'; but Mr. Brow. bas pointed out. 
tbat the grasses which gr?w on the islands of tbe,.Arctic Sea, form nearly oue 
fifth of the plu:enogamous vegetation, a proportion nearly double to. wbat 
occur. in any other part of the world. Tbese grasses retain their 1lef.Idt,..u 
the winter, and thus fumiah Doo.rilhment for the birds which arrive upon tIlo 
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melting of the snow". The snow.bunting, moreover; feeds, as Temminck reo 
marks, also on insects, and Wilson found their stomachs filled "'itb 8bell~fi.h. . . 
. Fabriciust and other writers mention that the male loudly screnades the 

female during incubation, but that his song ceases when the young are hatched. 
Sir George Mackenzie informs us that the song is pleasing, and resembles the 
first three or four notcs of the robin! . whilst' Marten, who perhaps was not 
musical, ~ays, .. I can tell nothing of its singing, only that it whistleth a 

• 
liltle 8S bi/dB use to do when thcy are huo;gry." Sl'it::b. p. 73. 

6. EM.DERJZA C~~L~A.RA1A. (Temm. ) Lapland/illch. 

EmlN!'riza calrarata. Tcmm. 1" 3ii!. 

Fnr.g illa lnpponira LUI ~yf/. Nul. i . p. 31.. F aml (iruml. " . 119. No. 8i. For# . 
P hd. Trr..fll Ixli . I' 40' .• 

Lapland fiml! .Jr, I" X'NllOY'I>,i p. 371, No. 2[,0 IINlrlw'$ J >urnl'Y, II . 41:!O. 
Te'(,'llrmllshi9h c,t'c inJIa.1S KerhN'-ook-tarlli ~ah, or, kcrniuk-tI\rioo &.}UfIIlltljJ. . 

Lapland findl. Parry's NQ.,lrotn· t', S"CD Id Voyc..'JC, p. 402 

A male 1'n breeding plumage was killed in the middlc of June !it Igloolik. of 
which the description is as·foJlows:-

Colour of the wholt> br ad, throat, fore· part of the neck, and upper.part 
of the breast. forming one mass of velvt:t black, except that there are a very 
few reddish specks on the OCCiput, and that a reddish-white band runs 
nearly from the bill, over cach c'.r. and from Wence backwards to unite 
• with a whitish liue, that bounds the black of the occiput posteriorly. Imme. 

diately behind this last-mentioned" whitish line. thC1C IS a broad transverse 
unspotted mark of bright chestnut-brown, whic'l occupies the ·nape. The 
back, scapuianes, rump. primary coverturcs, and secondary quill-feathers, 
are blackish-brown, (.1' browllish-black, with light reddish· brown or dirty 
~owll.ish~white margills to the fei-thers. The markings which resuJt, are 
longitudinal. On the back the blac\ predominate8; but on the wing-covertures 
aod 8eCOndalies, the reddish-brown is the prevaihng colour, and occupIes 

.. " On their lint aniva.1 they generally reed on gran !peds, but 88 the 8ummer adVliIlCC8, cJlq 
livJ1I'Illeh on worms, and are then not 10 much e~teemeil." lIcarn~ , I. c. 

't"tRIM (].,.trm. p. 11 •. 

1 r,.,,,.in 10IIIIbu.'P' "'I. 
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the outer mes of" most of the feathers. The two seta of feathers Int· 
tpention'ed h1lve very slight white tipa, scarcely sufficient to produce two 
transvene white Jines on :the wings. The flag-feathers have a deep bair
browD colonr. an'd the very narrow margins of aU their outer vanes are pale 
M if worn. Nearly the whole of the Quter vane of the exterior wing-feather 
is white. 'The tail, which is'torked, is of tbe same colour with the flag
feathers, but the exterior feather on each side is 'rhite, with a narrow oval 
hair-brown spot at its tip. Th~re are no red borders to any of. the tail 
feather!'l. The beny. vent, and uilder-tail coverturcs are white. The flanks 
arc black and white, in patchc:-: . Bill, bright yello~v, with a brownish-black 
tip. Feet, brownish-black. Length, G~ in~hes. Tarse, 1 inch. Hind toe 
and claw. 101lilles. Claw alone, 5~ lines. 

The following is the descripli lJn of. a female killed at the same per/od:--. 
The whole dorsal aspect bJHcki[,h-browll~,in some parts verging upon 

cldve-brown, longitudinally spotteu or striped with light yellowish-brown, 
which occasionally approaches to rusty-white. 'r11t:! lighter colour 'occupies 
the margins of the feathers, and its proportions vary in different parts. 
On the head, the dark blackish-brown is relieved by som~ spots only of 
the ligbter colour. On the napc, and fore-part of the shoulder, on the 
contrary, the yellowish-brown prcdomiuates, and the spots of blackish·brown 
are small, and confined to the centres of the feathers. On the back, the 
light-coloured margins of tht:: feathers are nearly worn off, and the blackish
brown again prevails. The tail and the wings, bot~ covertures, and quill 
feathers, approach to cJo~e-brown in their ground colour, but the narr~ 
('.denor margins of all the feathers are rl;1sty-white. These whitish margins 
are broadest on the covert pres and secondaries. The exterio", tail·feather 
on each side. bas its whole outer "ane and a considerable portion of its 
inner one noar the tip, white. There is also much ,white on the adjoiniag 
feather. The light-coloured band which passes over tlhe cy'e, and is so well 
defined in the male, ·is less distinct and 1I1{'re spotted in the female, at tbiI 
period. The fema\e has also a large dark-coloured, but som~what varied 
spot, (moustache) bl:.hind and beneath the eye. The throat, abdomen, and 
under-tail covertures, ar~ ash-gray. The brekst is somewhat rusty, "I'ritb. 
black spots, and the flanks have longitudinal dark marks. Tbe general 
appearance of the plumage shews. that at thi. period the ligbt~colou.red 
margm.s of the feathers are every where wearing ~ aDd daily ellowiat ...... 
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and more of the dark colour. to appear. Tarse, 1'0 lines. Hind to~ and 
claw, 10 linea. 

Hearne states that these birds remain all the winter at Hudson's Bay: 
but migrate farther north in the spring to breed. It would appear that they 
rarely go so far south as the United States, for they are not mentioned 
by Wilson. 

They breed in Melville peninsula, and form a nest of t.he same materials 
with the anew-bunting, lfut place it on a grassy or mossy eminence. and not 
amongst soones. They lay seven eggs.-'Captain Lyon. Parry'8 Narrative. 
S,cowl Voyag', p. 462 

7. TETROA SAI.ICETT. (Temm.) JVillow-grou8c . 
. 

• Tetrao saliceti. r"mnl. p. " ,1 . Appcndl~ t(} FranMtu', JourM!J, p. Gil. 

Tf'trao "lbus. Gmcl. Lm. Syst.iw. p. 750. 
White grouk. ~rct! ( :tllology, ii. p. 808, Nv. 183. 
WiUuw.partridge. H ClA.rfw' _ JOllrne~, p. 411. 

Wawpeethceoo. (White bini). Cree b'ICil(J.fU. Ka~ba.h. Copprr Indums. 
Akkai·diggceuck. (Dual, akkai.deg~k.) (Plur. akkRi..degeet.) EMjwmaw:ofthe WelC(Jrne 
Tetrao albus: Parry', Narrative, Sc~OluJ Vvyagc, p. 323,378,384, 885 .• 

• 
THIS is the most common kind of grouse at Hudson's Bay. During the 
winter t"hey assemble in l..lllnenSe flocks, and frequent low swampy places, 
near willow thickets. In summer they retire in pairs to open situations to 
breed. They are morEf rore in the Darren Grounds, and in the quarters 
vilited by Captain Parry, than the ptarmi~an. 

The change of plumage of the wi\low-grouse and ptarmigan, from white in 
winter to coloured in summer, has given rise tq, a va.riety of speculations. 
Some autbors attributing it to the moulting of the birds twice a year, and 
others considering the aHeration uf .colour to be indepennent of the annual 
moulting common to them w~!h other grouse, and to take place in the old 
f_then, and not by the growt~ t>f new plumage. Dr. Fleming, in his 
PlWoaophy of. Zoology, (ii. p. 22) supports the latter opinion at considerable 
length. and with much success. ' 

'The additional downy feather, wh1ch springs from the inside of the quills 
of .. U the fe-athers which coVer the body, has been often noticed by writers, 
bat!'tbey bave hidierto considered tbis doubling of the feathers to be peculiar 
to 1M' white plumage, and to be a provision of nature against the severity of 
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winter. , The fact ii, that the small interior feather e . ts equally . diatiDct, 
although not 'Iuite so bushy, in the coloured plumage. In the Jatter case its 
c'olour is bluish-grey, and even in the former case, it has sometime. a slight 
tinge of the Bame colour. . 

. The double feathers cover the head, neck, body. and thighs, the propor-, 
tional size of the inner one, horw2;ver, varying in diff~rent places. The outer 
and inner wing-coverts and scapulars are a so double, the only single 
fcathers being the primaries, secondaries, and ter'daries of the (wings, and 
sixteen of the tail-feathers. emfuinck re kons eighteen tail.feathers to the 
willow grouse. We had an opportunity of examining many specimens, which 
were kille~ at Fort Enterprise, in Apr~l, Ifl21, in perfect white plumage. . 
In .aU these, there were on each side of th'3 tall, seven black feathers. slightly 
tipped with white, and four intermediate white ones, of equal size and 
similar shape. Only two of these intermediate rones were single, the other ' 
tw had, like the superior and inferior tail co"E!cts, the small internal feather 
springing from their quills. • L r • 

Mr. M'Gillivray, assistant in the Edinburgh Museum, informs us, that be 
has found the additional internal feather more or less developed in aU the 
gallinacere he has examined, and in many other tribes of bird;. 

8. TETRAO RUPESTRI. (Sabine.) mall Northern Ptarmigan ... 

Tetrao rupestris. Sabine. Appendix to Parry's First Voyaye, CXCT. 

Tetrao lagoplIs. Temminck, 46 . 

JtVERAI. species of grouse appear to have been hitherto confounded. under 
the name of ptarmigan or tarao lagoPU8. 'Captain Sabine met with two kinds 
in Baffin's Bay and the Arctic Sea, one precisely similar to the Scotch 
ptarmigan, an r which he has retained the name of telnr.o lagopru; the other 
. t.he one der consideration, and was that mp t frequently by 
Captain P the present voyage. Captain Sabine, under the iaipr • 

f , 

lion that latter as the rock-grotUt of Hearne. and conaequently of 
Pennant, has applied that name to it; but ilie fact is. that it baa not hitherto 
been brought from Hudson's Bay, and if it actually exi there, it . 
ounded by the natives with the ptarmigan, (tetrtJrI iIIgoptU. SAB' ., not of 

TEMMINCIt,) which the Crees term tJI,~, grou e of t 
or rocky districts, to distinguish it from the willow-grouse, which fonu 
the lubject the preceding article. Hearne in hi' Northern Journe1 may 

• 
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haTe seen Captain Stbine'@ 8pecies, but is not likely'to have transn;titted any 
pecimens to Mr. Pennant. • 
A specimen of the tetrao ntputris in summer plumage, brought home by 

Captain Parry, corresponds exactly with an European continental specimen, 
preserved in Dufresne's collection, now in the Edinburgh Museum, under the 
name of tetrao lago[JUs, and this is the kind -almost alway met with in the 
French and German collections, so that we consider the synonymes prefixed 
to this artitle to be correct. 

My friend, Mr. Jam68 Wi1son~ whose pinions and ' observations on orni
thological questions . carty with them deservedly much weight, permits me 
to state, that in his journies thr ugh Scandinavia, and in his visits to different 
Northern Museums, he observed two species or varieties of ptarmigan, (with 
the black mark from the angle of the eye in the males of each, and conse
qu~nt1y distinct from the t. saliceti,) both of which differed from the telmo 
lagopus, or ptarmigan of Sco~:nd, jn having a more gay and brighter sum1ner 
dress, ,,,ith"broader and ed('eper c"loured blotches of orange, and less of the 
fine sprinkling of gray. The smalle kind. a. third less in size than tbe other, 
but more comlJlon, known in Sweden by the name of sno rissa, is the kind 
usually observed in the Museums of France and Italy, and co,"responds with 
the subject of this article. The larger kind observed only ip Northern 
Collections, approaches i ize more nearly to the Scottish specimens, but, as 
has been observed, has a brighter plumage. The Swedish sportsmen say, 
that the large kind frequents the craggy summits of mountains, and thus 
resemLles in its habits the Scottish bird; while. the smaller kind, the 8no 

• ;gM, aifects sub-alpine districts, where th hirch and ot~er native trees 
prevail. Further observations anQ comparisons are reqllired. to enable ua to 
decide, whether the khlds which are here inJicated are only varieties or 
distinct species. It afpears to be certain, however, that of t . 
arti e, by whatever. name 1t 8hall be hereafter to the 

orth Georgian Islands and mo northern parts of and to the 
• C' Europe: that the Scottish ptarmi~n i, by Mr. '. obler-

'VlIltiolas, (Fninilill'8 Appendiz, p. 682,) the most cQmmon about Hudson's Bay, 
bat 1088 far DOrtb .. Barrow" Strai~; and that a kind r embling the 
j nd manners, but of a brigbter plumagf3, ia found on the sPowy 

IDOUDtaiu in the North of Europe • 

• • 



ACCOU.N1' OF aIR 

TETRAO LAGOPUS. (Sabine.) PtlJrmtig01t. 

Tetrao lagopus. Captain Sabine. Supplement to PtJ1'1y'J First Voyage, acvV:' J. Sabine. 
A.ppendix to Franklin's Journey. p. 682. 

Asseenee-peetheyoo. (Barren ground or Reck-grouse.) Cree Indians. 
KasDah~yazzeh. Cupper Tndiala~ 
Small white partridge. J,l1.lll&on's Bay Traders. ,. 

AFTER what has beeJ} said in th~. preceding article, we have few remarks 
to make on this bird. Captain Sabine observed it on the southern shores 
of Barrow's Strait, and Mr. Edwards also saw it on Melville Peninsula, 
but as no specimens were brought home pn {he last voyage, it would appear 
to be much more rare in those quarters, than the tetrao rupeatris, its principal 
habitat being more southerly. 

10. CHARADRIU8 PLUVIALIS. (L.)I Qtiden p/()f)tr. 

Charadri1,ls pluviaIis. Temm. p. 585. Supplement to Parry's Firs~ Voyage. cxcix . . Append~ 
to F"anklin's Journey, p. 683. 

CharadriuB apticarius. Fauna Graml. p. 114. No. 79., 

Golaea plover, No. 899, and Alwagrim plover, No. 89 . Arctic Zoology, p. 488. HPa'f"fl,e'l 

JOUNley, p. 4029. • 

TOOdl~-Arioo. EsquimautJJ. 
Golden -plover. Parry's Narrative, Sec?ncl Vqyage, August 7th, 1621, June 29, 18i2, 

p. 285, 485, 446. , 
THESE birds are very common in America, varying their places of resort 

" 'with the seasons, from Florida to the most distant Arctic. land$; and in their 
f • 

various dresses,_ and in difierent places, they are known by a corresponding 
variety of names, such as black-bellied plo~er, gold<\n plover, gree,n plover, 
hawk's eyes, te. They were seen in abundance, durilg the progreslfof the 
expedition. 'viduals killed in JUDe M~ July, and consequently in that 
state of full 8u~mer plum9fe which characterizes the nomin,aJ species 'of 
c. apricariUI, oorresponded, with alight variafions, to tile description given by 

emminck; but it is worthy of remark that the black on the upper parta of 
the Mdy had genel'ally a green reflection, which is loat after the Ipecimen 
has been kept for some time.. Many killed aeer the end (){ Auga • 

• From Mr. EDWUDa' No&ee. 

" 
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agreed with the account given by Captain Sabine· f the young bird but 
others, on the contrary. had the mixture of black and white on the 
abaomen, which is mentioned by Temminck, as being always the case in the 
young birds t. 
" After the breeding season in the north is over. the golden plovers frequent 
the sandy and gravelly banks of the lakes an.:J. ,rivers that flow into Hudson's 
Bay, and like other birds, before finally emigrating. employ the aut~mn in 
getting ver,.. fat. In thil state they are certainly the most delicious bird in 
the country, although the residents som times prefer to it the ' little teal 
(anas crecca), which is atl' the same period in most excellent condition. In 
September and October they airivQ on the shores of the United States, and 
soon afterwards disappear, retiring Jtill farther to the southward. They are 
not met with in the interior of that country, nor, as far as Wilson could learn, 
weie they known to breed Oft the coast. Their princip I resort in the breeding 
season is to the barren gtountl , upon the confines of the Arctic Circle, nd 
to the i :lnds that be to the north of the American continent. 

It may be proper to notice here tbat Temminck, through inadvertence: has 
quoted Wilson'~ description al\d figure, v. 7. p, 41, t. 57, fig. 4, as referring 
to this bird in its breeding plumage, although, under the article valle/tv, 
melanogaster, p. 549, he ha ·pointed out Wil:lon's misapplication of the name, 
and quGted him aoght. 

• 
11. CHARArhUUS JiIATICULA. (L.) Lar$er ringed plover • 

Cha;adrius hiaticula. Temm. p. 539 Greenland Birds, No. 10, 'p. '584. Supplement to 
Parry's 'First Voyage, p. ce, Appendix to 1<" nklin' JtJUrney, p. 684. Faun. 
Graml. p. 112, No. 78. 

Ringed plover. Arctic Zoology, ii . p. 485, No. 401. • 
• Ringed plover. ParrY', Narrative; Second Vayage, Aug. 17th, p. 809. 

8E 'specimens brought home ord with Temminck' descriptiOD, and 
are exactly r.epresented by Wilson's figure, vii. &. 59, f. 3. The small -figure 
in vol. v. p. 30, t. 37, f. ~, he'h~s himself rejected. It may be thought 
scarcely w rth mentioning, that the orbits of a great number of individuals, 
killed at Hudson's Bay, in August, were pure yellow, not orange. as stated in 
Temminck's account of the European birds. 

.. From Mr. EDW ' Notes . 
• ! Y i 
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The ringed plovan ... emble, after thr. breeding eeason i. over. in ¥alt 

numbere. OD~ the sandy .horea of Hud800" Bay between Cburcltill ·aud 
Moole tactory, and continue feeding there, until the fermation of ice upon tile 
beach drives them to a more genial climate. 

12. VAS.ELLUS lfEJ ..... NOGASTER. (DeOb8t.) Gra!l plover. 

VanelluB melanoguter. Tt'mm. p. 547 Apptmchz to Frard/m'l JIJIlMU"!/. p. 'JU. 

Tring. hlllvetica. Forder, PIIiI. TrAnI. Ixii. p. '41 2. 
Gray nnd~piper. Arctic Zoology, ii. p. 477, No 898, and Fiwia8 sand-piper, Arctic Zoology. 

ii. p. 478, No. 896. . , 
Wawpulk-abreuheeeb, (white bear bird.) Cree ImUan:. 
Tool.-trioo, OJ' Tooglee-ai-ah. Es.pamaux. 

A )lAU specimen, killed on the 23rd of JUDe, corresponds exactly with 
Temminck's description of the breeding plumM~e; but a female kiJIed au the 
same day has a considerable Intermixture of w~itfV in the parts ~bat are 
black in the male. The specimens arc equal in size. and 11, inches long. 
ID addition to the characters which Temmmck gives for distinguishing tbis 
species from the golden plover, with some states of which it has been, t)cca· 
sioDally confounded. the greater size and strength of the bill, mentioned by 
Wilson. are very conspicuous. when the birds are cympared. . 

The eggs of the gray plover, collected on Melville Peninsula. are of an oil
green colour. with irregular spots of umber-brown. of different degrees of 
intensity. crowded and rUI\uing into each other towards the obtuse end. 

13. STREl'SlL/l8 COLLAI'tIS. (Temm.) Tvnwtone. 

Strepeilu coll.ris. Temm. 'p. 5.sS. Supplement 10 Pam/, Fi.,.1l Poya~. CC'. APJIffldlx (Q 

FraMlIfI', Journey. p. 684. 

1'rm,. Interpel. Fa"". (hunl p. 109, No. 74 
Hebridal aatJd..piper. Archc Zoo»gy, ii. p. '*~. No. 981. Bnlilh Zoology. ii. p. 81. 

Hearne', Journey. p. 417. 

Turll:!tone I8nd-ptper. Bnlu4 Zootogy, (Ed. l8n. 8VO.) ii. p. u. , 
Tt.mg-~...vieo.or Teliee-goo--ai--eu. Etqwn.o.yz. Tellee-goo-al... Grm.La""" (Fab.) 
1Yl'IIdont. Parry" N(Jf1'(J.liw. 8«_ V¥fI!', P. 141. Whale Birde. H,ViMM', BGy 

Tratkrs . 

• THE apeci_ brought home, iI a mal. kiUed OIl the l40th of JUJU> at WiAIoIr 
hland. It kIIl't". large black .pot OIl tlJe 1.-.1 tail·ieaIIIeno, ·",Wab. ie ..,;. . " 



to 'he 1>reper to bird. one year old. but ita plumage i. in other re.peets 
perfect, agreeing with Temminck's de&eription of the old male. l"abriciu. did 
not meet with thia bird in Greenland. but from the delcriptions given by tilt 
I)atives, he conjectured it to be an inhabitant of that country. The similarity 
petwixt the Esquimaux and Greenland nanles. shews that his conjecture wa ... 
right. 

• 

14. GRVS CANADENSIS. (L.) BrOil))! crane. 

Grue Canadenai8. Tern",. Omit!.. Iptrod., p .. t' •• AJIPf"'Idix to Fran.Alin': JOUr71ey, 686. 

Ardea Canadell8is. Lalham, Index OmitA. Supp. i. p. ~99. Syrwp:. ii .. p. 676. FOr,,", 
• P/tiIOl. Tron:, boii. p. '00. 

Brown Crane. . Arctic Zoology, ii!'p . • 'S, No. "40. Hearn~', J(XIr7I"Y, p. 423. 
Ardea Canadensis. Parry/l Narrativc', Second Vqyage. p. 442, ·148. 
(khee~chak. Cre~ Indian:. Tlltteti-Ji!t!~aT11ok. R.'f/lIirruHIX . 

THE specimen Tp.ceived, was obtained by Captain Lyon, near Igloolik on the 
25th of June. and correspOliJs in size and ' plumage with the descripaon 
in Arcti-c Zoology. It 1s ~onsid\..rably smaller than We one described by 
Mr. Sabine in the appendix above-cited; the bill is an inch shorter, and tbe 
plumage of its .body has a deep rusty tinge, whilst that of the Jatter wall aRh
coloured. Hearne says, that the Brown Crane never has lDore than two 
young, and that it goes fa;ther north than the Hooping Crane. which Jatter 
remark; as far as regards the sea-coast, would appear to be confirmed by the 
circumstance of the Hooping Crane not having been seen by any of Captain 
Parry's people. Capt~in Frank.lin's party observed both species in lat. 62', 
but neither of them were seen higher on th'eir line. of route, which lay in the 
middle of the continent. 

Both species are ~dible, and when in good conditiou, resemble the flesh of 
the swan in taste. 

• 
15. ' fRINGA VARlABJLlS. (Meyer.) Dunlin. 

Tnnga variabilis. Tem",. p. tlli . • JupplemenJ to Parry" Fint Voya~, p. ceo Aflpmdir ((I 

~rankJi"" JOIJ1""PUY, p. "88. 
Tringa alpin&. GrenU. Bird6, p. S"., No.9. 

DuDliD (IU.tDJJler). B,.itU/a Zaclogy, it p. 91. Arctic Zoology, ii. p. 476, No. III. 
'Pul"N {wbd.er). BrituA Zoology, ii. p. 94, t. n-!. Arctic Zoology, ii. p. t'76, No. 8110. 

Ileekee·uak.";;"". .&qui ..... 

Tuan binh:breed .... Melville P..,insuia. Their eggo are 16i line. long, and 
J It ...... their ~t tran,TeTle d.iameter. Thev have aD oil-green colour, 
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with very irregular 8poUt of different .izea and wades of li,er-brown. The.&e 
spots are co.nfluen\ at the obtuse end. where they form a hlrge clouded 
blotch. One end of the egg is very much more obtuse than the other. 

16. TRING A MARITIMA. (Brunn.) Purpluand-piper. 

Trioga mantuna. Temm. p.6UI, Green'- BIrCU, f. 581, No.7. Supplrment /1) Par',!j' 
Fmt Voyage,l\ eeL 

TrlDga ~triat&. Faml. GTfZnl. p. 107, No. 13. , , 
Purple sand.piper. (tflOga nigriuM.) Montague. ~ctl!maTy and Supplement 
Sdninger ~and~plpE'r Arri,,, Zoo/I)gy. ii. p. 480. Ihltl$h'ZoolCJ!IY, ii. p. 80, No.8. 

Slggee-iree-4rioo 1 EsqUltnatu:. 

NINE or ten of these birds were sbot on the rocks at low-water mark, on 
Winter Island, on the 10th of June. The two specimens received arc male 
and female. The bill of the latter measures ~~ lines, whilst that of the male 
m:asures only 13 lines. Mr. Edwards remarked, in exa:niniog a number of 
individuals, that the females wcre thE' largest, and had longer bilTs in pro
portion. In the recent specimens, the bill was black, with a yellow tint at 
the base. T~e plumage of those received , corresponds with Temminck's 
description of the summer bird, except that the margins of the dOfsal feathers 
exhibit more of the ferruginous colour than of the white, and that the black 
has more of a brown hue than of a violet. 

The eggs of this bird have a pyriform shape, tapering very much towards 
the small end, and bcing extremely obtusE', aJmost Battened at tbe other. 
Their length is 16~ lines, '"and greatest transverse diameter 12 lines. TbtSir 
colour IS yellowish-gray. interspeT!~ed Wlt~ small irregular sppts of light hair
brown, most crowded towarA8 the obtuse end, and rare at the other. Fabri
cius describes the eggs wen, and says, they are from four to six in number, 
and deposited in a tuft of 80ft roots of ur;u~ • . uathererl touethpr withnut any 

appearance of art. 

17. TRINGA MINUTA, (Lei.l~r.) LitIlUand-piper . . 

Tri.-ga minut&. 1'."" p ... 4. Appenthz td'FmaItI,,.', JQtIt'&eg, p. '88. 
Little land.piper, triDgI. puailta. (noo tameDt Lin.) M~. Suppl. OntiU., »ed. cum 

tabule.. • A 'UNGLE .pecilnen of tbis bird~ in the au.tum. moult. WaJ brought home h'V 
Mr. Edward .. 
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18. TRIHGA CINER<A. (L.) Knot. 

TTinga cinerea. 1"emm. p. 627. Grcenl. Birds, p. !iSS. Supp/l'me1d tQP arry's F m t VlI!JUgt., 
p. cl"i. 

Tringa cinerea, grillea, eanutu" islandiea, naevia, australis. GMet. Syst . I' 6713, B~g , 6"1-
and 679 . Sp. 25, 41, 15,24, 40 aml,39. .. • • RPd sand~piper, (No 1392,) a~haooloured, S. (No. 386.) Ardic Zoology, ii . p. 476, 474. 

Knot . .A[on1aqve, DId. \nd Supp. 
Knote and lIand.pipefS . Parry's N~tive Scc~ Voya.qe, Aug. il!nd, 1821. p. 241 , 48.5. 

446, ~2. 

THE specimen received, is a male killed in the Duke of York's Bay, on the 
17th of August, and corresponds with Temminck's descript':'on of the yearling 
before moulting, and with Wilson's figure in Amer. birds. v. 7, t. 57, f. 2. 

The knots were observed. breeding on ~elville Peninsula. by Captaio 
Lyon, who tells us, that th~ lay four eggs on a tuft of withered gr8lls, 
without heing at the pains. of formi'lg any nest. (Narrat;"e, p. 462.) 

19. PHALAROPUS PLATYRHINCIlUS. (Temm,) Flat-billed phalarope . 
• 

Phalaropus platyrhinchus. 1'emm. p. 712. Greenl. lJmis, No. 1.2, p. 586. Supplmaml 
• w Parry's FIf~f V f>!f"'yt' , cd. 

Grny phalarope, (No. 4U!,) .l'lain·pbalarope, (No. 415.) Arctic Zoology, ii. p. 494,484. 
Phalarope. Pan i s Narrative, Second VQyage, June 18, 1821. June 29, lSit!. p. 482 . 

• 
TilE specimen received is a male in full Rummer ptumage. in which state the 
trivial name of red is as applicable W. it as to tht. P. hypervor/lUlJ. and Latham. 

'misled by the ('olour, has actually described it aSJ.hr fema.le of the latter. 
The phalaropu swim well and gracefully, and were seen on the present 

voyage upon th~ !lea ou~of sight of the land. We have often noticed them on 
the Itnall lakes. in the interior of America. unwilling to take wing when 
dtsturbed, and preferring to 8WVrt out of the reach of danger. In thi:. 
Japect they. differ totally from the tn'ngQ', with which they were long 
chwed. • 

• 
The~ lay r01:1f egp. upon a small tttft of grass. (Captain Lyon', Na1Y"ativt:. 

p.! +6t'.) The eggs have an oil.jleen colour, and are very much covered with 
irregular 8~t8 or }hrk umber·'Drown. Towards the obtuse end of the egg, 
ibl.pi)b run 'intO!each other, and 'almost hide the ground colour, 
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20. STERNA ARCTICA. (Temm.) Arctir tent. 

Starn. At"Ctica, Temm. p 742. SuppJemnJt to P0rTY', Fi", Voyagt', P c:cii. Af1P6ndi: to 
F,anMin', JO'ItTn~, p. 694 

S~rna hirulldo. Greeni. &rc4. No. 17, p. 6". 
Black h{'ad~ lIf!(jr n c'~ jrllD"fWY. p. 432 ? •• 
Tern PaTrY"' NflTtatwc, £'Cond Voyage, Junt in. 182i, p. liM, 268, iSS 

OEseR. of a male in full breeding plumage. killed on Winter Island 'on the 24th 
of June, 1522. 

Forehead, crown, and nape, browDtsh·black ; pQRterior part of tbe neck, 
back and Wings, pearl-gray, approachinG' to.1ight bluish-gray. Tail and tail
coverts, white, but the exterior tail.feailier on each side has its outer vane 
coloured blackish-gray; there is also a shght tinge of this colour o~ the 
adjoining featber. The flag feathers are of the same colour with the mantle, ex
cept that the first has its outer narrow vane ot" a blackis~.gray colour. The 
inner vanes of all the primaries are longitudlbally,half gray, half whitt'. Their 
tips are entIrely gray, approaclting to blackish· gray. Most of the secondaries 
are tipped with white. The throat, cheek.s, and fore-part ~f the neck, are 
white. The breas t, abdomen, and flanks, are coloured like the man~le. The 
inner wing covertures, vent, and under surface ot' the- tail, are white. Toe 
under surfaces, however, of the flag and exterior .tail feathers, hue . more or 
less of a. grayish tint. The tail is very much forked, the exterior feathers 
being much longer than the others, and passing the tip of the folded wing, 
about a quarter of an inqh. The bill and feet have a scarlet colour in tpe 
recent specimen, but acquire more or less of a lake hue in drying. Length 
fifteen inches. Length of the upper mandible measured on the mf28ial line, 
16i lines. Measured to angle of mouth. two inches. Tane, seyen Jinel. 
Middle toe with the claw. One inch. 

Aft:mtJle, killed on the same day, differe<I, in bavina the shade of IRY on. 
the breast and abdomen a little lighter IJ{ld approaghing to ash.gray, in tile , 
dark gray margib~ extending to three of the outer tail feathefl of a lide, aid 
in the upper mandible being blackish towards the tip. The'length of the 
bill in thi. specimen was fifteen lines. of when meuured to the angle of the 
mouth, twenty-one Hnes. Its taree wa. very Mt.I'ly leven line.. Ita ,total 
length wa. fully equal to that of the male .peei ...... or fifteen inchel. _ 

Captain Sabine de.cribe. the ,tIfPIII 6inI. of thp 8th July, in the appyAix 
abov&-quoled. 



81' Da. JUCHAlQW>:N. 

One thirteen inches long, k.illed at York Factory on ~e 28th of August, had 
itB forehead white. Crown of the head and upper eyelid black. Back and • 
willgs bluisb-gray, clouded with yellowish-gray. Tips of the flag, and secon-. 
dary feathers whitis.h. Ventral aspect entirely white. Bill and legs orange. 
Wings passing the tail a little. In all other respects lik.e a mature bird. • • 
Tarse six lines. 

It will appear, upon a revielr of the above dcscription~ , that some of Ihe 
characters pointed out h-9 Temminck as distinguishing this species from the 
Il. hinmdo do not hold good in aU cases, I6Umely thUbC which relate to tbe 
colour of the point of the tbill, of the fore part of the neck ,md throat. and of 
the proportion of white on the b~lIy .• The rathe r smaller btU, shorter tarsus, 
and longer tail, of the at arctica, seefl,} to be the only constan t differences. 

The Ib:rna arctica having been hitherto confounded with the at. hiruntlo. 
' it is unc~rlain whether boLb are inhabitants of Hudson's Bay·. That the 
latter is found in the United! States, is evident from the short wings, ag.d 
comparl\lively long tarse. exhibited In WIlSOll'S figure ,A.m. birds, 7. p.67, 
t. 60, f, I,) and from the ass'urance of Temmiuck. that he has American speci
Ulens which do not differ from the European ones. A tern with a slight 
smoke'J{ray tinge on the breast, but the rest of the ventral aspect pure white, 
was killed by Captain Frartklin's party. near the verge of the Arctic Circle ; 
one thE:. 5th of July, Wblist hatching upon two eggs. This is the livery of 
the at. hirmlllo, but the length of the tarse was unfortunately omitted to be 

noted, 80 as to decide the matter . 
• The Arctic terns were seeD m great abundance 'lD the present voyage. and 
were found breeding on Seeowak or Tern Island. The nest, as noted in the 
Narrative (p. 283.) consisted merejy of a depressir,n in the sand. and con· 
taiDed generally two, very rarely three eggs. The ':01001' uf the eggs varied, 
even in the same nest. Those brought home are of a pyriform shape, are 
TCf]tol obtuse at ODe -erld. and sharp at the other. and marked with many 
irregular umber-brown spots of different degrees of intensity. Some of the .,ga bad aught yellowish.brown-gt'ound colour, others a bluish. or greeo.iab. 
~. 

11< Tbue..tema, like the common _[>ecie., are very clamoroulil when aoy ODe 

ap:p~hea .tleir nest_, lAd strjk. rurioualy within an iDch or two of the 
i.trud ..... beod> . 

~ 1~1< ~~·Ift{ rr: JiIii~ l-• . , &ii.t clucn\. • wm with a wi .lill .hortu tUn that of lb_ 
I#. "."'. _ z..". _..-" Iho _. _. 

• I 
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21. L .... v. GLAUCU.. (Brun •. ) au.-... gt4U. 

Law gt&ucu. •. Temm, p. 757. GfI!'ffll. Birds, No. 19, p. lid. Sup~to p....ylnrll 
Y"!JflF. p. cdii. Faun. Grm!l. p. lOO, No. ~4-. 

~enaeillter. Mart,.,.', Spit». p. 84, t. L, f, e· 
• GlaucouB gulL Art'/II: Zoolo~: ii. p. 68.1. 

Iceland gull. edmoNton in WmaeTian. Tram. iv.t. put I, p. 176,1811. &wac.', BrKilil 
Blrli:. Supplement pi. 

Now-idioke. Esguimaw:. 
Lama glaucu.. PQ,.,yl Narroout ,' .Ycond V~9c, &pt. IS, 

THERE is a young male of this species in the collection. killed on September 
26th, at the entrance of Lyon's Inlet. 1 

Length twenty-nine inches. Wings as long as the tail. Bill two inches 
long above, and three to the angle of the mouth. Length of tarse thirtY4wo 
lineB. Weight 2ilbB. 

22. LARUS ARGENTATUB, (BruDn.) Blac:c.timoged Silvery gull." 

Laruurgeat.aius. Temm. p. 764. Supplemm t to Pa,',.,'.!', FiTA Voyagil, p. cd... ~ppendU 

10 FrankliJI', J()\/'T~, p. 695. 

Silvery gull, (,,-inter.) Arctlt Zoolo!JY, ii. p. SSB. 
Herring gull. (summer.) Arctic Zoo/t:!gy. ii. p. 5.27. No .•. 5.2. Britj,h Zoology. it p. 181. 

No.5, t. 23. 
No ... ..,... Lqw'llllZW:. 
Silftry gull. Parry'l Narrativ!!, Second Voyage. p. Ol, &pt. IS, lSil, p . .I54. 

A KALE and female, in mature breeding plumage, killed at Winter Island 0.1 

June 29th. 18221 are in the collection. ,The former measures two feet. and 
has a tarse 21 inches long i- the latter is two inches shorter. and has a tarse 
21 long. The wings, in both specimens, pass the tail about an inch; they 
bave the usual black markings on the flag.fef!,thers. and accord in an reflpects 
witb 'Temminck 's description of the breeding plumage'~ except that he 'does 
not notice the white colour of the smallest' Q')verturesl forming a white borde1-
to the upper part of the wing. , 

Of six individuals examined by Mr. Ed'Yards. in June. July. and September. 
t'he length varied from twenty-three to twenty-five inches. and the length' ''or 
the tare from twenty-seven to thirty.one lines, averaging twenty-nine linea. 

The ailvery gull. (La ..... • rgrnllltw) a .. enI. Birdt. No. 20. p. M6. 'Ilrougbi 
110.,.;"011 the forlller voyage. ..d which _ llIe black markiap ... lie 
wingo. ia coDJidered by T~miack ... ..nett ,..,.r toiloe polio\' ..,,_iII. 
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A specimen of it, in the Edinburgh Museum, was brou&,ht from Greenland by 
Captain Scoresby .. It i. probable that. further acquaintance :vitb it will 
ooniirm Captain Sabine's opinion, of its being a dIStinct specie8. The wings 
are shorter than in the black·winged kind. being only equal with the tail; a 
close comparison detects a slight difference in the form of their bills. and the 
• young are said to differ in the colours of their ~.umage, 

23. LARu\ TRIDACTY LU~. (Lath.) Kittiwake. 

LaTU3 tridactylus. Tcmm. p. 174. thernl. B,Ifls, p. 6411. S'Ipplt'melll to Parry's F'rst 
Voyage, p. CC\·. A"pt'"dI~' ttl FranAlill's Journey, p. 095. 

Kittiwake, (No. 456) and TarrOC'k ~rrtj~ Z<»wgy, ii. p. 629. MS. 
Kutge.gehef. Marten's Spl~b. p 82, t. N, a. 
Kittiwake, (laTUs rillsa.) PruTY" No.,..,aJil,e, Second rOYClge, J1I".' 1, J!:iJ . 

• 
24. LARUS ROS/li. (Mihi.) Cuneate·tal/ed guU. 

Vnd~lcribed gull .• Purr!!', NarratuX!, Second Voya!]!', p. 449. 
o • .. 

DESCR. Head and tail pure white; the neck above and below, the breast, 
I\od the inferior parts of the body, are, in the recent bird, deeply tinged 
with peach-blossom red, which disappears some months after the specimen 
is mounted, leaving a pure white. There is a distinct collar of deep 
brownisk-black round the middle of the neck, four or five lines broad above 
and narrower below. Tbe back, scapularies, and wings both upper and 
under surface, have a clear pearl-gray colour (cendre'- 61euatre pur of Temm.) 

• 
Tlae outer web of tbe first primary is deep blackisij·browu, from its base to 
within Ii inch of its tip. which is of the coiuur of the rest of the wing, and 
the tips of the scapularies, and of tiie inner webs of some of the secondaries, 
are whitish. 

The bill is black. sliq-htly margined with red at the angle of the mouth. 
It is tnore slender and smalle:- than in its congeners. The upper mandible 
i, slightly curved and compressei .. awards the point. and the lower one bas 
a corresponding droop at the end, but is otherwise nearly straight. The 
salient angle ·beneath is not very hident, and the bill altogether is iess strong 
thIo in otber guUs. The nostrils ale Jongitudinal slits, occupying about one 
half of. that part of the mandible which is uncovered with feathers. The 
l~tb of &he bill measured above is 'line lines, and to the angle of the mouth 
6tJ,eeA liQeL The wle i. thirtten line810ng, and rllther stout, and with the 
f~ ~Df a JIIfW~, coIoqr. The middle toe, iDcluding the claw, i. nearly 

• z • 
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r....rteen liBe. long. "ij>e thumb i. very di.tiaot, and baa a claw -.1,. ... 
large .. that of the oute, fo''''toe. , . 

The tail is decidedly cuneate, the central feathers being about five incne. 
long, and the others becoming gradually shorter. as their situation is more 
eIternal. The outermost are above an inch ~horter than the celltral one •. 
The wings surpas!J the longes,t ,tail-feather about oue inch. 

The length from the tip of the bill, to the e!!d of the middle tail-feather, is 
about fourteen inches. 

Of the manners of this specieSt. we know nothing. Two individuals only 
were seen du.ring the voyage, both kIlled in the Dlonth of June. at Alagnak. 
The first killed by Mr. now Lieute~ant, Ross, is here described. and 
under a specific name adopted in cOp1pliment to his exertions for the 
advancement of ornithology, frequently referred to in the Narrative. The 
second one, killed by Mr. Sherer, "differed pnly in having the exterior 
wing covert of thc same blackish colour, Wttb the uuter web of tbe first , 
primary"." , " , 

Until further specimens are procured, it would be premature to attempt to 
frame a specific character, but the disbnguishing marks of the one received 
may be thUR summed up: Larus (Rossii) capite caudaque' cuneatA. albis. 
dorsa alisque caudam superantibus griseis, pectore abdomineque roseia, 
roatro debiIiori nigro, t a N'? unciaJi pedibusque miniatis. 

25. LARVB SABTNtI. (J. Sabine.) Fork·tailed gull . 
• 

Laru. SaLinii. Tf'fMI. b~r. ('viii. linn. Trant. xii. p. 5!L!O, t. 29. Greml. Bird., No. II, 
p.551. Supplt'ml!1lt to PatTy's First foyarr, p. ccv. 

Xema Ronii. Lead, in ROIls Vrryage to BajJm's Bay . • 
Erkt!Gt~yo.gg1lil~irioo. &pAmo.uz. 
Larus Sabinii. Pa1'nJ'1 Narrative, SI!(:Qfld Voyage, p. 1st, 101. 

M.un "pecimens, male and female, of this bird, were 'procured in Jube ~, 
July, 1822, at Winter Island and Aulitiwi~lt. which correspond minutely witll' 
the description ~iven by Mr. Sabine in. the Linnum TralUi>.ctimu above 
quoted. Mr. Edwards remarked that, when newly killed, they had all more,ol 
Ie .. of a delicate pink blush on the abdomen. The winter changes 01 
plumage which tbis bird undergoes, are still unknown. A flock of them was 
Mea ia the end of June, accompanied by the """' ~. and.an . tile 

• Kr.Eow ..... ·N .... 
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6th of Au~ aDother flock w .. aeep flying higb, .. if miptiDg. Cqlain 
Sabine, in honour of whom, as its first discoverer. this bird has been name.cl, 
illforms me, that be kIlled a pair at Spitzbergen, on his late voyage. This 
decides its claim to be enumerated amongst the European birds. The Spiu.. 
bergen specimen is in full summer plumage. and corresponds with the 
aescription in the Linnean Tranaactions quoted t..jJove. 

·26. LtSTRlS POMARINVS. (Temm.) Pomarim: lut';". 
, 

Leatris pomarinus Temm. p. 79'1. Supplemcnt til Purry', Fm( f'''!/age, p. ccvi . 
• 

A MALE specimen, killed at Igloplik.on the 27th of June, was received. It 
measures I Bl inches in If'nglh. or whf'n thC" long t;ul-feather~ aTe included 
20A inches, and corresponds with 1'emmin('k'~ dl''>cnptIUD vf the old bird. 
except that there ::tre onlJ' some slight traces of the collar of brown spots 
on the breast. and that the veBttfeathers and under tail covertures are uniform 
bJackish;hrown without sL-'0ts; cheeks black. Tarse two inches long. 1\e 
long tail feathers are twisted towards their points. so as to have tht:ir vanes 
obliquely applied to each other. 

The following particulars respecting a young bird of the preceding year, shot 
ou the 10th of June, are extracted from Mr. Edwards' notes. Lcngth 18A 
inches,!o which li inch l~ 10 be added for the excess of the long tall-feathers. 
Extent 481 inches. "WeIght twenty-two OUtlccs. Tarse twenty.four lines 
long. of a bluish-glay colour. Toes and webs, black. Nape of the neck. white, 
with a yellowish-brown 'tinge ; fia.nks and under tail co\'crtures barred with dark 
~rown. The webs of the two middle tail feathers preserve their breadth to 
their extremities, which are rounded. 

27. L"""n·I>.IS PAR.\.SITICUS. (Boie. ) Arctic 1f,llru. 

Lettria parasitlcu,. Tl!1JIm. p. 796. Grcenl. Blrdl,p 551 , No. 24. Supplement 10 Parry'$ 
FIrst Voyag~, p. ccvi. 

StnultJa.gel'. Marlt tl Spt:h. p. 87, t. L, d 
C'afh .. ra"ct .. pa1'&Biticli. Faun. Gr~l. 103, No. 6)01. 

Arctie gulL Black-toed gull. Arctk Zoology, No. 469, p. 650, No. 460, P. .li81. 

~-... &qtumGuz. 
~...... PaTf}" Narra.tlVe, Second Voyage, JtmC 29, ISi!i, p. ~7fJ. 

A. Ji.L,& sd *-:le ",ere obtained. on the 17th of June, in the Duke of York's 
B[ay. tgreeing eactly with each other in the colour of tbelT plumage, but 
clifermg from Te.Wnmck'. description in the 'forehead, crOWD, and occiput 



-... .mg a doric browniob·blaclt colour; in the ~ 1I •• i", the yello,.;,h .... ~ of , 
the _. port. in the L""""';- .. and in tbe purpliob.gray of the under \oil 
omerture. 'extending forward. past tbe veat to the posterior part (If·t.be 
abdomen. Tbe male measured fifteeD and thl;l female sixteen inches- the mid· 
die taiI·feathera in both having. further length of 61 inches. One abnt by 
Mr. Griffith. on the 16th of June, had the long tail·feathero, projecting at 

" inches farther than the rest. Mr. Edwards hau Doted a number of individuals 
killed between the 19th and 30th of June, 1822" as having \he abdomen 
purplish-gray, with various intermixture" of white. In one instance, the 
white was confined to a few streaks. Captain Franklin's party observed 
these birds hatching in coo.siderable numbers ou the banks of the Copper-, , 
Mine River, in the begmomg of July. apd the greater part of them had dark 
abdomens. 

A. young bird, taken before it had escaped froJIl the nest, and still COV\lred' 
on the head and breast with blackish-gray flown, has all the dorsal aspect 
bfackish-browD, with Darrow light yellowish-brown mar~in8 to the feathers. 
The wings and tail are brownish· black Without spots; but slightly tipped with 
light brown, The feathers on the belly are blackish-brown, barred trans
versely with dull white. Tbe legs and posterior part of the ' webs and toe~ 
are partly of a pale duH yellowish colour. 

The modE' by which the ["tn's obtains its food on the sea-coast through 
the labours of the other gulls, is well known; but in'the intenor of the ~ountry. 
It caters for itself, in other and less parasitical waYIi. 

ANAl. 

THE arrival of the birds of this genus in the fur countries. marking the Tetum 
of spring, is an event of gre'lit importance to the natives, as it affords them a 
supply of food at a season when the moose and deer hunting is impeded by 
the Boods of melting snow. The larger spt::cies. or g~8e, have been priDci
pally ll.ttended to, and are observed to follow determinate routea in thei, 
progress northwa rd, and to halt regularly at 'certain station.. Their retum in 
autumn is alia by passes well known to We natives, Dut Dot alwaya in the 
same line 'With their spring movements. c Actuated in the beginDiAg of tilt' 
season by an impulse which hurries them to the breeding stations, the) 
remain at their resting-places only long enough to admit of the COUIitry t< 

the northward heiDg properly thawed for their reception; bu.t during tho!iI 
reolo, which are .. ldom proloDgod beJOild .1 or tOIl dey.. ~ ~ 
very rat, although on their' finl arri .. 1 thO)' are a1 .... y. kien. Theit_ 
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mellta to the Ilotthward are sometime. premature. anp after having Jeit a 
atation. they occasionally retum to it for a few days. Such an event ia 
aI"'YB followed by cold froBty we.tMr, or Bevere .now·storms. 'When they 
return in autumn, their migrations being more excluaively regulated by the 
nppJies of food they caD obtain, their halt in the marshy diatricts through 
• 

which the Saskatchawan, and its continuation, Nelson'S River, Bows. and on •• 
the luw shores of the southern "arts of Hudson's Bay. is more cODliliderable, 
and is terminated by the freezing of the marshes. This period forma the 
principal goo8e·hunt of the Crees, WAo are th~only natives that frequent thOle 
swampy districts. In the ~arren·grountb, on the other hand, frequented by 
the Northern Indians. or Chep~wy~nl'l, the spring gOOSe.b.UDt is the Ipo.t 
productive. 

The only geese seen in numbers in the int~rior of the cenntry, are the 
Oanana.goose, (a1la8 Canadc7l.\i8,) the laughing. goose, (ana8 atln/ronl,) and the 
soow.goose, (anas hyperborea.) .lfhe distinct notes of these three species are 
wen imit,ted by the ·)ndi~t;s. who thus are very successful, in the spring, i.ti 
bringing them within gun.s~ot. In the autumn the geese do oat so re~ily 
anlJwer the call .. and it is necessary that the sportsman should conceal himself, 
and use some dead birds as a decoy. 

The Canada-goose, terme~ by the Canadian voyagers loutarck-, and by 
the Cree,! neucah. arrives fif!lt of the three species just mentioned. It breed. 
every where throughout the Hudson's Bay territory, and was observed, in the 
middle of July. on the Copper. Mine River, not far from its debouchure. 
accompanied by its newry.hatched young. The cry of this species is imitated 
by· a naBal repetition of the syllable wook, ur 88 Wils~11 writes it honk. 

The following table of the arrival of this species in different parallels of 
latitude in the interior of the country, is derive. c!lieBy from the journal. 
kept by the traders. 

ingineer CantoDln'!bt. 
Cumberland lID .... 
Athabasca Lake. 
Slave Lake. 

• Fort Entuprioe. 
, 

Lat. ~li· 22nd of Februaryt. 
.. 04· from the 8th to the 12th of April. • .. li9· about the 20th·25tb of April 
"lilo "., lst..ath of May . 
.. 64· 30' .... 12th-20t/l of May. 

. , Thia. if the b\I&t&rd of Melin. Jerome aod De la Poitriea. who have be~n 110 much cellJured by 

H~ forauertiug it. W,tence. See J0t#'8f':y to the Nt1rlhern Octan, p. "17. 
tlo·Lotto', EzprJitiM to lhe Rocky Movtttaitu, the gnat migration or gee-e I' Itated to oom~ 
~'&t"'" ~hI lat. tHO OD tid r.bnwy, auclto ter'minaa '" tn. iatklr end of ... . 



The results or regisWn for various years kept at Fort Churchill, on HudlOD·' 
Bay. lat. ~9·. give the 27th of April, and 14th of May ••• the earlie.! and 
latest arrivals of' different seasons, Their egga have been found as early M 

the 15th of May. They collect in the marshes of that neighbourhood in lome 
autumns as early as August 16th, and depart about September IOlb l rarely 
continuing until October 10t\'. which is considered as a very late fall. 

The otber two species seen in the inter1or, arrrive in separate Bocka, 
generally about six or eight days after the Cam\da geese. ane of these, 
the laughing-goose, keeps the m<ddle parts of tbe continent in its migrationll, 
and is rarely seen on the coast of Hudson's Bay! Its breeding station is to 
the .northward even of the resortA of t1;le sPow-goose, llnd is still ~nknown to 
European~. Thf' note of this bird ha$\ some reAemblancc to the laugh of a 
man, and from this its name has been derived, and not as Wilson (Am. om. ) 
supposes, from the grinning appearance of its m9.ndibles_ The Indians i~itat~ 
\is cry by moving the hand quickly against 'te lips, whilst they repeat the 
syllable wah. 

The snow goos!:, in its migration northwards, is seen both in the interior, 
and all the sea-coast, and in numbers exceedmg the othe~ two. It forms 
more particularly the subject of the following article. 

The brent goose, (anas bernicla) also particularized afterwards, is found only 
on the coast of Hudson's Bay; and the barnacle. (anas Jeucopaia) andAhe bean
goose, (anm segetum) the remaining two species of geese known to visit those 
countries, are rarely seen, being accidental visitors. 

The $'Wam arri\'e in th~ fur countries still earlier tlian the Canada-goose, \Dd 
frequent the eddies under water-falls and other spot~ of open water, until the 
rivers Rod lakes break up. They are s~n both in the interior and on the sea. 
coast, sometimes in small nocks, but more frequently in pairs. . 

Of the smaller birds. or ducks, that constitute the bulk of the genus CIfttU, 

there are about twenty-four species known 'lD the Hua~on's Bay fur.cou.t.riea. 
only three ofwbich were seen by our navigators_ Two of these three, the eider 
and king ducks, confine their visits to the' sea-coaat; but the third, the long 
tailed duck. (arw glacial,,) is seen also sbundantly in the in'terior. on ita 
pusage north_ 
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28. ANAS l1YP£RDOREA. (Gme1.) S71tf!D.goOIC. 

An&!! h~rbore8. Temm. p. 8 Ill. 
Anas nivalis. Farstcr, PhIl. rrtlFU Ixii. 1'- 418. 

Snow-goose. Arcllr Z"%yy. p. 549, No. 411. 'Vhite goo~e. Hearru:'s Journelj, p. 489. 

W~-wt!-oo or 11'111'01"-11'<:-00. Cw' i nnlalll. KI).l1gokh (plur. kang-oot.) EJquimall.t. 

W",'cy. j/wISlm', Bay 1'l1td~"'i' 

Alla~ lIY I ~rt,ort'a. Parris NaTTalu'C, .~C07llt Voyo!/C, JWlC 24.lh, 1828, p. 481,462 . 

• 
\\or" ITE, except the t('n first quill ieathers, 'fhich arc brownish-black. fading at 
the tips into umber-brown. Their shafts all white. Crown of the head. 
slightly tingcd wIth duty reddi»h-broVl ll. lrides dark, haIr-brown. Margin 
ann inside of the mouth black. Bill, feet, and orbIts, aurorol.-red. 

The kbove IS a description of this goose, as killed lIear Fort Enterprise, in 
lat:65°. on its way to the biecdillg-place~. 

A female killed at Iglooilk,. tm June 28th, and eOllselluently in the hei6ht 
of the llJ;., t:! ding sca:<;llll. wff;-red , in wanting the brown tinge on the crown of 
the head, but in haYUlg it OIl the fon·-head, chet!ks, throat, part of the neck 
underneath, a~d very slightly on the middle parts of the abdomen. The 
primary wing covertures are hluish-gray, with blackish-brown shafts. Tl.Ie 
middle tail-feathers are lll1.lch worn, and the long scapularies have almost 
entire1~ lost their vanes, tl.t · naked shafts alone remaining. Length thirty. 
one inches ; of tarse three inches; of biB, measured on the rnresial line to the 
fcathers of the foreht:ad, two inches three lines; or when measured to either 
~. the angles which recede towards the eye, two incheB seven lines; to the 
angle of the mouth two mches five lines. 

The young, until they attain thl!ir fourth year, are said to wear a plumage 
iliO different, that they have been described as !I. L.lstinct species, under the 
names of 

AJlas l.rerllle~('cm, . Gml!l. SYlt. i. p. 51~. Ltllh. hid. Om. ii. p. SSG. 

D!uc-lrillg(·d goosc. Arctic Zoolqgf, ii. p. M1, No. 474. L.d} •• Syn. vi. P. -689 • 
.bIlle-goose. HMrm',J",nTley, p. 441. Fant. Plu/. Tram. ixii. 

Oatbo-c;t.oo we .. w~...uo. c:r.t I ndfarll • 

• 
IF these birds are realJy. as the DlOst eminent ornithologists of the present 
day IlUppose tbem to be. the young of the bIlow-goose, they keep thenbcives 
very much apart from their parents, take a different route on their way 
&quthward's from the breediDg.places, and do not return to the "'ery bigh , , 
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latitudes until the fourtJl year aftennrds, when a complete change has been 
operated upon their plumage. According to Hearne, they are numerous at 
Albany Fort-, in latitude 51°, not common at York. Factory in latitdde 
57°. and Beldom seen to the north of ChurcluH iD latitude 51r. Captain 
Franklin'. party J during their progress though the fllt' countries, ba4, 
opportunities of seeing immej1~e flocks of snow~geese, not onty at Cum· 
berland House, in latitude 54°, at Slave La" , in latitude 60~, and at Fort 
Enterprise. ne:uly in latitude 65g

, performing thciI'migrations during three 
succeSSive springs, but allO saWt. them moulting, and unable to fly, upon 
the shores Gf the Arctic Sea, in the month of Augutt, and again migratmg to 
the Bouthward, in the months of Septe)1lber of two successive years, yet 
they were always accompanied by colaured individuals. Hearne, whose 
opportunities of observation embraced many years, says. that the blue-~n'!ie . 
is often seen leadmg a flock of white ones. He must be understood, however. 
as Js eVIdent from his previous remarks. to !tfer prlDcip~lIy to the southern 
parts of the fur ('ountries, where alone the blue gE;cliE; are common. 

Th.e snow goose breeds on the coasts and islands of the Arctic Sea, and 
anives in the Hudson's Bay countries, on its passage thither, a, few days later 
in tile spring than the A. canadefUlu. Its eggs are a littlE' larger than those of the 
eider duck, of a most regular ovate shape, one end being a little more obtuse 
than the other. three mches one hne long. and twa inchc,s one hne a~ross at 
,the b'1"eatcst tnt.Dsverse diameter, which is SItuated rather more than one-third 
of the whole length from the obtuse end, and of a yellowish-white colour. 

The Cree IndIan lenn, t9NDe-OO, is an attempt to e~press the peculiar note 
of this ammal,'and which the nat ive hunters imitate so exactly, that lD the 
spring they can often decoy the foame Rbck. many times within gun-shot. 
When fut, the snow~~oose i~ much prized a8 an article of food in the fut 
countries, and is conSIdered as more delicate than the Canada-goose, 

By the eud of Augu~t the moulting and breeding '~ason . being fini-'ed 
m their Arctic retreats, the anow-gee&!>. generally take their flight tCf • 
the southward, with the first northerly or north-west gale {If wind, which at 
that sensou is often accompanied with heary snow. They fly chiefly in the 
Dight time, and the length of their flight ' would appear to be regulated. 1n 
some measure, by the distance to which the storm extends, because a fall of 
snow prevents them from obtaining the berrie. of the Empetrum nigt14m, which 
form a chief article of their food at that seasoD. They were oblerved by 
Captain Franklin'. party in IS21, on the 4th of September"in lotitud. 66' SO' 
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OD the hmT'm grounrU, feeding in the day-time on the JDsrgins of small lakes, 
and in such Dumbers as to whiten the ground for miles together .• Their fli~ 
to the southward luted for two or .three nights, and wall immediately 8~ 
ceeded by a severe storm, and the snow which then fell remained on the 
Fund for the rest of the winter. On tbe preceding year they had passed 
Fort Eute'prise iu latitude 64" 30' on the 13t~.14th, and 15th of September. 
In their spring migrations thrbugh the interior, they may be Btated to roach 
latitude 54". on thf': 15th ·of April, latitude 590 on the 25th of April. latitude 
64" on the 20th of May, and their breediag statioDs in latitude 09\ by the 
beginning of June. 

29. ANAS UERNICLA. (L.) Brent·goosc • 
• 

Anal bernit'la. TNltm. p. 824. Grc('Ttl. Bird~ , p. 55!!, No 4 5. Stll'Pi(7,!£'nl ttl Parry'~ First 
Voya!Jl', ccvii. ApIJC11ritx to Frankhn', JOUrTlMj. p. 69B. Faun. GrtC,d., p. 67, No . 41. 

Brent-goose. Ardtc ZnclO!ly,fi"fit p. 5til, No. 418. Hf!arn.e's Joume:y, p. 4.40. 
'V t't tim-may pa"ew. ( /. 1",11"",(. N rer.gh,k, HI N .. "rl,.....,lc J,·<tl",mflll r. 

Brent. Parry's Nnrmlllr,.: .... ~ ornl V~t.J!lt:, V . . 'ifl4, 4::t!i, 44S, 46.\? (Nerclll·k. G,~ell'(Jndcu.) 

Two varieti",,,, qf this bird were observed by our voyageurs. The following 
description is taken from a female killed on the 21st June, and cohscquently 
in the height.of the breeding .'UL801l. It agrees sufficiently with the ordinary 
state of.the summer pluma,gc of the brent.goose of authors, and is introduced 
here principally to contrast with the variety which follows, and also to show. 
the first appearance of ulOulting, &c . 

• 
• Head, neck, greater part of the bre~st. and primary and secondary wing. 
feathers brownish-black. The black terminates in an even line, which sur_ 
rounds the upper part of the sboufders and breast, on a level with (he more 
anterior part of the folded wing. The black ;n the lentral <lilpect of the 
neck. is a little tarnished, by the very narrow margins of most of the . . . 
feadaers being of a :grayisb-black colour, and an irregular spot is formed 
oOD each Ride of the neck, by a. few feathers tipped with white. The back. 
lCapularies. and wing covertures, are of a colour intermediate between 
Ught liver-orown and clove-br"wn. each feather being surrounded by a 
IIJ8lgin of yellowish-gray. Towards the root of the tail, however. the colour 
iB nearly uniform, their being no gray-maxgins. The tail covertures. which 
uspally fonn a white band across its root, have dropped out. and the tail 
feit!ten themaelvel have entirely 108t their vanes. There is a large white 
pU;lb, .lwwevv. rwming up from the vent, on each 8ide of the rump, which 

• A • 
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is visible from above. The feathers of the abdomen are yel1owisb-gray, 
fading at tb~ir margins into yellowish white*; on the flunks there are alternate 
transverse bars of bluish-gray, and tarnished white, the latter colour oc('upy
jog the margins of the feathers. The \'l:'lIt featht:rs are white, and the linings 
of the wings clove.brown. The under tail covertures have fallen out. Hi!' 
and feet black. Length of bill. measured along the ridge. 14lices. Tarse 
28 lines. Middle toe and claw 26 lilles. Tdtallengtb from end of the bill 
to the tip of the tail, 23~ inches. 

Captain Sabine. who observed .the brent-geese breeding in great numbers 
on the islands of the Polar Sea, remarks, in the supplement 'cited above, that 
the colours of the male are more vivid, ill tho. height of the season, than thosc 
of the female, but makes no mention of .:.my other difference in the plumage, 
so that the bird referred to in the following' description is to be con.~jdererl 
as a variety, and not as the male in his ordinary h.reerlin~-drcss. notwithstand- ' 
ing the opinion of the Esquimaux to the contrbfy.-(Narralive, p. 435. ) 

A NA S nl:.[tN1Cl..A. Vurictas, f?>. 

A KI DNEv-shapcd white patch ( like that of the A. !'afl(Jd('ff\'i~)' occupics the 
throat and cheeks, and cxtends upwards behind thl: eyes. The under eye-lid 

'is whitish, but there is a narrow black line betwixt it umi the white patch 
just mentioned. There are also a few small white feather!S above, and rather 
before. the eye. The res't of the head and neck are velvet blac,k. Th{s 
black colour docs not encroach upon the l)reast, and a~ in the female above 
described, but ceases about.four inches from the nearest part of the folded 
wing, or just where the neck begins to swell out. There is no white patch 
au the sides of the neck. The general arroo.gement Ulld tints of colour on 
the dorsa.l aspect are sinular to what is mentioned in toe description of-the 
preceding specimen, but the yellowish g~, colour occupies a broader por-' 
tion of the margins of the scapularies aud .. wing-coverts. The. tips of the 
flag and secondary feathers are much fad&d, and the vanes of the latter are 

• 
considerably worn. The tail feathers are Dot worn as in the female, and hKVe 
a brownish-black colour with faded extremities. A t3iogle I'QW of white 
coverture. form a white band across its root ~ the shoulders are coloured like 

• Thil agreet weI! witll FKbrid\l.~'ldescrip1jon in F(lUII, (},.rani .. but diB'C'l'!I Crom.1'emmiac"k ... 
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the back. The breast is yellowish.whitc. The abdomen and flanks have • 
the same- colours as the female above-mentioned, but they arc a little 
ligltter, and the wbite about the vent ia more extend':!('- Length "26 inches. 

This bird differs from the usual state of the A. oenu'cl«, in having the white 
patch on the t4r03t and cheeb. ill wantillg the white mark on the neck. in the 
• base of the neck being coloured superiorly ljke the hack, and in the whole .. 
breast being whitish. The ri.ge (If th(, lJjlpUl' mandiule is u little flauer, 
broader. ana ahout two titlE:" longcr, than in tbe female A. /JC.1'IIiclu. 

The plumage bears no rc<;cmblaucc to tb.t of the A. leucQJl~i~; there is none 
of the bright ash.gray. ,'/Jlich is to be ousen'"ed on the dorsal feathers of tht> 
latter, succeeded by black bands. an~ these agaiu by light.co!oufrd tips. The 
bill is also larger than that of the A .• leucopsis. 

The specimen here commented UpOI! was killed. with se\'eral others pre· 
:.: iseTy similar. out of a flock-on the HHIl of June. Another wag killed on the 
9th of July. differing only illl'the colours being in ge-ueral darker, aod the 

• pillmag<; more worn. 'l'I~esc were nil males. The E!iqllimRux consider them 
• • 

is the males of the A. hemic/a, which durin~ the breeding se'lson keep in 
~eparate floekg~ The Rpeeimens brought home have the appearance of full 
plumaged birds. and differ much from the young of the A. bcrlliclct. as de
~cribed by Tcmminck; th:11 it i!l not the common plumage of the male in 
the brt>,.eding season, w(> .hu\ e the anthority or Captain Sabine above re· 
ferred to. 

The brent-goose breeds. according to Fabricius, in the most remote 
ijlands of Greenland .• Barentz found them in va~t numbers on the coast of 
Spitzbergen. sitting on their nests. Ilearne states them to visit Hudson'!' 
nay in prodigious flocks, on their ~lIte to the southwarrl. from their breeding 
quarters on the Arctic Sea, and he remarks thd\. tht.:y always follow the line 
of coast, They are not f;een ill the interior, and their route in the spring 
be Ays is unknown. : Their n£o;ls were not seen on the present voyage. Ou 
A.ugust the 11 th, they were seen ill large flocks, amI it is probable that they 

• 
were prepurlllg thus early for their migratiun to the southward. Hearne lila)!:! 
tbat they arrive at Churchill late-in August. 
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30.' ANAS CYGNUS, (L,) Wild Swan, 

hnaa cygnus Temm. p. S211. Supplement 10 Parry'b F,r. Voyage. p. (evIL 

f'rllnkltn's ]OlJrrlcy, p. 097. 

Whistling 'Wllll. A,ellf Zooloqy. p 64.1, No. 4bi. , 
Wawpee·she,v r.:r,'/. Indians. Kagoo~, N(It'tlu.:m lndl tl.llJ KI)-guke, o~ Koub-y.k. 

E ''Immaux. r.. .. 

Swan Parry's Narrative, Second Voyage, p. 230, 240, 8~2. 

SWANS were observed by CaptaiI\lParry to-arrive in latitude 66° 00 the 31st 
of May, and were seen flying to the southward, as if migrating, on the 8th of 
September. A nest containing eggs wa~ fOUJ1d on the 9th of June. 1822, and 
is described in the Narrative. The specjrnen brought home is a female. and 
was killed at Ig:loolik on the 19th of June, 1823. At this season, the reddJsb 
or yellowish tinge is, as Captain Sabine obse,ves in the Appendix above 
cited, not confined to the head. In the speciI1.ten at present under notice. the , 
crown of the head, nape. and superior parts of ~h~ . neck, are deepl,y tinged 
with reddish.orange, and there is a very slight tint of the same colour spread 
over the whole abdomen. The colour is confined to the tips of the feathers. 
and even on the crown of the head, wheI:e it is dt'f'pcst. allows much white to 
appear. 

Hearne mentions. that there are two varieties of swan known at Uudson's 
. Bay. distingUished from ea('h other only by !?oize. the one weighing upwards 
of thirty pounds. and the other from eighteen to twenty. Mr. Lawson is 
quoted in Arctic Zoologl/.( for the Carolina appellatio"n of Trumpeter to tqe 
former. and of Hooper to the latter. 

The swan becomes fat soon after its arrf'lal in the fur countries, and is then 
much prized 8S an article of "food. 

31. ANAS MOLLISSIMA • . (L.) Eider DUck1 
, 

An&!! molliuima frmm. p. S4s. Greenl. B,;~. p. 654. Suppllfltl)nt to Parryl Fmt 
VO!JllfJr, p ccviii. Fauna Grrznl. p. 68, I\o. 41. 

EI(\t>r-duck.. ArctiC ZooJogy. ii. p. 658, No. "SQ:. Dunter goole. Hcat'~'s J~, p. 4t6 . 
• Eldet-i1u(,l. Parry'l Narrative, Seamd Voyage, Sept. 18, lSll, p. 2.54., 266, 288, Bl7. 

IN the specimen brought home. which was killed on June 14 at Winter bland, 
tbe siskin-green colour does not extend to the cheek.s, nor crown of the head, 
as mentioned by Temminck, but is confint"d to the occiput and adjoiniDg 
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part 'Of the neck, agreeing with the description given ·by Pennant, in Britilh 
Zoology. p. 245 . 

• The tertiary wing feathers are white, and curve outwards over the prima-
ries. The primaries themselves are blackisb·brown, fading at the extremities 
into clove-bro*n. Their immediate covertures are browrush·black. In a 
specimen killed on the 5th June, Mr. Edwal'dl3 remarked the white of the 

• scapularies to be tinged w.ith greenish-yellow. 
The femalb killed on June 2d agrees with Temminck'" description, and 

also with Pennant's, in British Z()O~gy. whi~.is more minute in some parts. 
The white tips to the secondary wing-featbers, and larger covertures whieh 
have been described as forming two ivhite bands across the wings. are small 
and not visible when the wings are crosed. 
• Eider-ducks were observed breeding in Tern Island in July, when there 
were most generally two, rarely.three egg~ in one nest, (p. 2~3) They are 
stated by authors to-lay five or six eggs; the eggs vary ill shape, some being 
exactly ~lIiptical, otliers"\n"llte, witH a considerable disproportion in the 
obtuseness of the ends. Their length is three inches, and tile greatest 
tramlVerse diameter two. 

The Eider-ducks are sea-.hirds. being never seen in the interior. They 
arrive in the quarters visited hy our navigators in the end of May, and were 
obse-rved- to be very tame: seldom taking the alarm until warned by their 
more suspicious companions, the long-tailed ducks. It would appear from 
this, tbat they do not migrate in winter, to countries where they are hable to 
hI:!' disturbed by man, but merely reti1E: to sea ~n search of open water. 
Fabricius says, that they remain i61 Greenland kll the year, collecting 10 

Bocks in the winter time. They are not seen farlher south in Hudson's Bay 
than Churchill River, in latitude 50°. 

32. ANAS SPECTAJllLIS. (L.) King-Duel: . 
• 

Anal lpeCtabilia. Temminck, p. S.H. GrCf.'nl. Birds, 5511. Stq>plcment to Parry's Fml 
VUya!Je, p. ('cvii. Faun. Grtlnl. p. 63, No. 8tl. 

King.duck. Arctic Zoology, ii. p. 5u~No. 48). 

Kihg·duck. Parrg', NarralilJl!, Second Vuya!Jt1 , p. 237, IU, 451,485, 454, 46t. 

TUE t:AaJe specimen received. was kilkd on the 2d of June, and corresponds 
prelt! exactly wit!> M. Templinck's description. bQ.\ we are enablcd to add. 
from .the inspectionoor a beautiful drawing by Captain Lyoll. conjoined with 

• 
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Mr. Edwards' notes, B6me particulars respecting the coloul"II of parts that are . 
apt to fade ill drying. . 

The fleshy sides of the compressed gibbosity at the bale of the bill have 
a Dutch-orange colour. The bill itself is vermilion red, and its large nail is 
nearly flt~sh-colourcd. with a horny translucency. The inferiol' mandible bas 
a narrow orange-coloured ma1'6;n next the feat~ers. The cheeks arc pis:achio
green, which is separated from the bright bluish-gray of the head and nape, 
by a white line that is continued over the eye, until it joins the 'o-Iack which 
surrounds the bill. Both eyeJiils(arc black, but this colour i!'l broadest on the 
under one. The breast is cream-yellow, deepening' in the old specimens into 
ochre-yellow. The posterior part of the 'back, the wings, tail, and belly, have 
a blackish·brown colour, which deepens on the curved tertiaries into brownish 
or pitch-black. The shafts of the tertiarie::; have a peculiar shining umber
brown colour. The- lJatch of white nn the ~}'!ngs is intermixed with a few 
brbwnish_black feathers. and oue or two of the seconda .. j ~!S are tipped with 
white. The scapularies havc a fine wiry appearance, and the legs 'an ochre
yellow colour. I n other respects. the specimen and drawing correspond 
exac tly with Tcnuninck's description of the old male. The length of a 
!lumber of individuals mca~ur(>d hy Mr. Edwards. varied from 22 to 231 
inches. 

The fWlltlc king and eidf'r.d licks resemble ear.h other so exactly in ·plumage. 
tbat one description suffices for butb; the only differenc!:' being, as Fabricius 
and Captain Sabine ha\'c pointed out. 11l the comFres~ed base of the bill 
The poslerio r soft platc!', OJ prolongations of the upper mandible of the form~r, 
have lIe,uly a yertieal pos ition, but in thenlatter they are more horizontal, like 
the depressed plates of the~nalc of thc same species. The specimen of the 
female king-duck recci\·cd, is unusually large, being 24~ inches long, yet its 
bill i~ two lilles ~ho rtcr than that of an ei;'e ... duek onl~ 22 inches long; othel' 
females. howe\'!"!r, measured by Mr. Edwards were onJ'y 22 inches long;" 

A young male, shot on September 8th, had the head and neck dusky ye1low~ 
ish.gray, crowded with blackish-brown spots. Dack, scaplllar1es. and wing 
co\'crtures. brownish-black, each feather hurdered with dark yenowish~btown. 
Tail. grayi~h.black, with slight brown tips; one or two of the primary Wiog 
covertures have minute white tips. The primary wing feathers are uniform 
browuish-black, but the secondaries and tertiaries have some btownish 
~argins. The breast has a general yellowi8h.bro~n colour, spotted; ' and 
;nferjorly barred transverfcly with browD.i8h~btack. The'b1ack predomma.tel 
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on the abdomen, but it is so minutely and intimat~ly intermixed with. the 
yellowish-brown, that it assumes, when viewed at a little distance, an uniform 

• • dusky clove-brown colour; on the flanks and under tail covcrtures. the black 
and brown are in alternate and more distinct bars. The linings of the wings 

,are shining pearl-gray. The posterior prolongations of the bit! resemble 
those of the female. Length 22 inches. 

King-ducks were nnmeron/in the quarters visited by Captain Parry, and 
upwards of 600 were kitJed by a party sent to Alagnak for the purpose. Like 
the eider, these birds obtain theirtifivelihoOliI entirely in the sea, and therefore 
do not visit the lakes of 1-he interior; nor a;e they seen (arther south on the 
shores of Hudson's Bay. than iat. ~9°. Perhaps they never migrate farther 
from their breeding quarters in the north, than to permanent open water. 
T~ey arrived at the winter quarters of 1821 in lat. GGo, on the 31st of May, 
1822, along with the othel" summer birds, but at Igloolik, where the open 
water was perhaps more favdl1rable, they made their appearance on the 1.6th 
of April before the other.birds. 

Tbe eggs vary in form, from oval to more or less ovate. They are 30 or 32 
lincFllong, and. 2 L lines at the greatest transverse diameter. Their colour is 
asparagus-greeu, with a slight tinge of yellowish gray. 

33. ANA~ OJ .. ACTAJ.IS. (L:) Long-tailed Duck. 

Anas glacililis. TrmllL r· S60. Greenl. Birru, 555. Supplement 10 Parry's First VtJya~~ 

1" ccviii. 
Anas hp·ffialis. Faun. Graml. p. 71, No. 45. 

Long·tailedduck. Arctic Zoolo[;!f, ii. p 566, No. 50t. Hearne', JounlClj, p. 44.7. 

Cacfllwt'e. Franklin', Journey, p. !i1i8. AI-I\iR'gel'.iriov. Esquimaur. 
Anll8 glacialis and long.taileu du('K. Narrafivc, l-'.!"!I" $et'uud Voyage, Sept. 7, Oct. 4, 

1821, p. 231, 254, 813, 431, 431. 

• • • 
Th long.tailed Dudk is one of the most clamorous of the tribe, and is cele· 
brated in the Bongs of the Can\dtao voyagers, by the name of caccawee. Its 
arrival in spring could not be Q\'erlooked by the American poets in descrip
tioDS of that season . 
• Considerable varieties of plumage are observed amongst the males o.f this 
species during the breeding season, probably depending on age. 

ODe killed at Winter Island aD the 1st o( June, had the cheek and side of 
the bead. from the bill to the middle of the orbit. dull asb-gray. A black 
band runs in tbe.Dl8!8ialline from tbe bill to the crown. separating the gray 

, D 



374 

I"'tcb •• OD .. ch Md. frQll> one moIber. The eye i8 plloOlld in. spot of pur. 
white, wkkh.ruru. baclnrards in a tapering Olanner for aD inch. The relit of 

the head. neek, back and central tail feathers, have a abining brownitth-bl.itci:k 
cotOttT. The winge are blackilllh.brown, the outer valsee of tbe iecolldariea 
fading into umber brown. The ~apularies. and the broad Land a('[888 the, 
base of the neck above, have. the feathers edged with orange-brown (rust 
COlOUT,) the black central part of each faathe~ baving a rhomboidal lIlhape. 
The exterior tail feathers are totally white . and t1ie three succe.eding anel 
on each side have their outer v~nts white.' On each side of the rums; there 
is a large patch of pure white, continuou8 with tilt wbite of the abdomen. 
The under parts of the neck., bre!st, and. aol2rior part of tbe abdomen han 
an unspotted blackish-brown colour. The rest of the abdomen, and the 
under tail coTerts, are pure white. The flanks cOYeJ'ed by the wings 'pre 
pearl-grey, and the linings of the wings are clove-brown, fading on the ftag 
feat.hers into hair. brown without I!pots. , 

Another bird was killed on the 25th of June, prt'ciaely similar to the above. 
except that the grey patches on the face were brighter, and met ClD. the fore
head, This Btate of the plumage, with the addition of a few .white feathers 
on the nape, and a little whitish bordering to the scapularies. (observed in 
some instances by Mr, Edwards, ) is that whICh' IS considered by Captain 
Sabine. in his memoir aD the Greenland birds, to be the full breeding pNmage, 
, Mr. Edwards. however, took full descriptions of a considerable number 
killed between the lst and 25th of June, and the rno..,t of them approached 
more nearly to the description given by TemmiDck of the old male in hi. 
winter dress . 

.. They had aU a dark silky chestnat-lJrown patch on each s.de of the 
• neck; a greater or sltlaller intermixture of white in the black stripe from the 

bill to the crown; the crown ana nape some,times enti,rely w~ite. sometimes 
with an admixture of bJack; the borders of the tc:apulaa.es with mOle or lit. 
white; a broad "Ibitt:' collar round the Iowa' part of the Deck; in lOme iodiri
duals the feathers composing this collar were tipped with blltO~ or brow.,; 
below the white collar there was in some instances a narrow band of ..... te 

• feathers on the breast; and some batt the t1p\"tf tail coverts partly white. Th~ 
colour of the tnloDBveree middle band of the bill yaried from l'O8&<_ UI 
violet- ." 

The us .. 1 IeDgth of tke full-grown bird. killed ., this voyep. _ fnlm 
• Extrackd f'ro::m Wr,'&vfr.l'&bt'. DOtH, 
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21 to 23 ioch.e9, or excluding the loog tail featliel1J &bout 1'1 inches. B.ill 
• 

measured on the mEsial line, 11 lines. or to Wle angle of the mouth 17 Ililea. 
Lengtlt oCtarou. II; or 16 lines. Middle toe ond claw 26 line •. 

The long·tailed Duck feeds principally on the sea; they pass over the io· 
terior of the fontineot, howe\'el'. in their migrations. occaliionally lighting 
Upon the rivers and lakes to feed upon insects. In 1821, they passed Fort .. 
Enterprise in latitude G4b 30" ItO their way to the shores of the Arctic sea, in 
small num1:wlrs. on the 24'th and 25th of May. They made their first appear
ance at Captain Parry's spring qU'ilrters, inJ 822, 01\ June ist, and in 182a all 
May 21st. They were ebserved collecterl into large flocks and moulting in 
the middle of August, and tbey di~ not migrate from 'Vintcr Island before 
October 4th. It would appear that.as long as they have sufficient open water 
and food they do not migrate. Fabricius says that they remain in Green· 
land. the whole y"ar, and thr,: same thing is stated by Latham, with regard to 
Hudson 's Bay. 
Shap~ at the egis ovu.tf ~pproaehir~ to oval, with both en-Is rather obtuse. 

Colour betwixt greenish-white, aud greenish-gray ; 2il or 2G lines long. and 
JA at the great;st transverse diameter. 

34. COLYMtlU8 Vl.ACI M . IS. (L.) Oreat NorMa" Dint-T. 
Colvmhus glal"ia\is. 7'lIf7Im p D 10. ApIJC11lU.t· /0 Fro.lnklm'l JoU17Icy, p. 703 FI.lU11. 

GUl'nl. I', 97, No. t2. 
Northern Di~cr, (mature.) Nu. 439. Immer. (young.) No. 440. Arc/I(" Zooloyy, I" 5HI . • 

HIJ("nc'~ Jaurrwy, p.429. BTI'"/, ZuoIOtJY, p. 165, No.1 alld 167, No.2. t. 80 . 
• f. 2 and I. 

• • Galkyeh. COppl."r /1I!il an}. Kagloo!eek. E"lulmaOl.:r Tvodl~k. GTI'Cn/allfiel •• 

THESE birds are numerous in the northern parts of the Amencan continent. 
They arrive in the fur countries about the end or-May, and retirc to the south 
jn October. They were frequently seen by Captain Franklin's party during 
their voyage olf the '.(rctie sea; 8lId Captain l)arry received gome of their 
,kins from the Estjuimaux who iisited hllll. They breed on the shores of 

smaU lakes. laying two eggs at'a time. Their cry is loud. has a pepuHarly 
hollow and melancholy tone, and-wheu often repeated is said '0 portend rain. 
T.be Canadian voyagers never fail tb make a loud hootiog noise when this bird 
pass~s. for t~e purpose ofrenderiog it, as they say, foolish. It is certain that 
it is thus frequeotly ioduced to fly in circles round the canoe, and often 
attracted within. gun.ahet. ID water, they are watchful, aDd dive 80 instan
taneoUsly. that it if difficult to lboot them. They take wing, however. with 

3 11 2 
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, 
. difficulty, altDougb the,: fly well, and this circumstance enables the hunter to 
destroy gre~1 number. of them in the spring. They arrive in that season 

.when th~ ice ot the lakes continues entire. except. perhaps, a small basin of 
ope~ water where a rivulet happens to flow in, or where the discharge of the 
lake takes place. When the birds are observed to alight in tb~8e places. the 
hunter runs to the margin of t~~ ice, they instantly dive. but are obligEd after 
a time to come to the surface to breathe, when he has an opportunity of 
shooting them. In this way. upwards of twenty were killed at Fort Enter
prise in the spring of 1821, in a Jiiece of water only a few yards square. In 
the summer and autumn, they arc often caught in 0('t8 set for fish. The flesh 
of the northern diver is tough, and is ea~en .o.nly through necessity. 

36. COLYMllU S ARCTIC US. (L.) Black·tIlroated Diver. 

Colymbu8 articus. Temm. p. 91l!. 

Hll!ock-throated din~r. Arc/ic Xoo/o!/y, Ii. p. 520, No. 444. Britiv, Zo%g. ii. p. 110. 
Woo S. t. 30, f.!i! /{earne', J()IJ.rn~, p. 430. • 

Black-tllroated diver. Pam;'s Nu.rratire, &eond Voyagt·, Aug. 17, Uti, p . .265, .35. 

TUBSE birds were jn considerable numbers in the quarters visited by Captain 
Parry. The length of those shot in the end of J\lne, WdS noted to vary from 
~5 to 27 inches, and their weight from 41 to 5i Ibs. The specimen received 
was killcd on the 28th of June. and is in mature plumage. 

The skins of tbis bird. in common with those of tbe other species of the 
genus, are used by the Indians to form caps or bags ftc holding their smoking 
materials, and by the E\quimaux are formed into caps, jackets, and trowseru. 

36. COLYMBUS SEPU:NTRlONALIS. (L.) R ed- throated Ditlu. 

Culymbus septentrionali8. Tenun. p. 916. Gr~nl. Birdt. N.o. 16, p.,UII. Supplement if' 
Parry's FiTd. VoyDge. p. cd:a:. Appendiz to Ff"OnJcli~J J~, p. 70S. 9'aun. 
GTO(f.I. p. 94. No. 6.2, •• , 

Red-throated diVer. Arctic ZfXlkJgy. ii. p. no, No. 448. Briti.h Zoology, ii. p. Ie •• t. 10, 
f. I .. He(Jl"n,e', Journey, p. 430. 

~tripeddriver and 'peckleddiYer, (young). A"'ttic Zoology, ii. P. 619, No. -W2, and No. 4",1. 

Red-throated diver, and Col. Se-ptentrionali. . Parry" Na"'o,tw~. S«fJn.d Voyage, Sept. \4. 
ISiI, p. 25., 435,4.8'1. 

THUE birds were found.breeding by Captain Parry. The eggs. wbich are two 
jll number. vary in size and form. being sometimes eUi~tical. sometimes a. 
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little ovate, and in length from 34 to 36 lines, and transver.ae dia~ 20 or 
21 line •. 

37. URIA. BRUNNfCHIl . (E..Sabine.) Briinnich'$ Guillemot . 

• Uria brunnichii. :remm. po iU. Orteft/. Bi,d6, p. 638, No...... Supplf'tMfIl 10 Pa"Y" 
Fir.' Y0y4ge, p. ceut. •• 

COlymbu. triole. Pany', Na7T~Lin.' , StrorId Voyage, Sept. 13 , 1821 . 
• • 

A HALE specimen, obtained in June, cqrr\sponds exactly with Temminck's 
dellcription, and a fernal, killed on the 4th- of August differed merely in 
having the flag and taU.feathers jaded into clove·brown, and appearing as if 
worn, and in some very minute whit~ markings on the throat . 

38, Unl It. ORYLLJ::. (Latb.) Black Guillemot . .. 
UJi,a grYlle. T~m. p. IItS. Pauna ~'l/. p. 9f, No. 60. Gr«nl. Birds, p. 540, No. '5, 

Sllpplt:m~nt to p,;"',,; Finl Jloyo~. p. ("Cill... 

Black guillemot. Arctic Zoohgy, ii. p. Sill. No. 437. Brauh t oolofJy, ii. p. 11I3, No. I, 

t. i8: f. 2, (young.) Hcar11l!'$ Journey, l', "'ii. 
Spotted Greenland dove, Edlll. t. 50. Pigoon-di" <'f. .Marten's Spilz". 70, t. abo L. (, 6. 
Dovekie. Parry', NOT"Tali:C, Sc ... 01Id Voya,r. JurI/' 7, 18, AU9' 22, 1821 , p. 136, 188, lSI , 

h/arch 25, 18U, p.,i"I, 4 1.'1 . 

THESE birds were nUlucrnus Oil the coast or Melville peninsula, and were the, 
only species of water-f()WI that remained there during the winter. They were 
8~en during that seaSOD, swimming in a piece of spen water near the ships, 
and their absences were merely fo~ sl,ort periods. As the winter advanced, 
they were observed to assume much more white on the plumage than has • 
been described by authors . 

. J\male bird kiUedpn the 22d,of July off Tern Island, is in the velvet-blafk 
,.breeding plumage, tli~ only indication of change being a single white featber 
00 the abdomev, and the tips of'tbe scapularies, tail, and the whole wing 
feathers except the white mirror. having faded into broccoli·brown and 
appearing w.lrn. The secondary' cpverts were slightly tipped with white, and 
the bases of the inner vanea of the flag.feathers. and the whole linings of the . . 
~ings. were pure white. The length o( the specimen from the end of the bill 
to tb. claw •• i. 14' inches. 

A femaJe, killed_ -ishl days I.ter, had tbe wing. and tail of lhe •• me colour 
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wilh tbe'''Mt. and lbe black plumage both •• ""e and below orery ",Be •• thinly 
interspersed with ';'hite feathers j a state which is described by Temrrrinck, 68 

occurriog at the commencement of the moulting season. 
The most perfect winter plumage was as foHowy . 
Head. neck. whole \'entral aspect, rump. and mirror of the wings. unspotted • wh4te. A ltnaU crescentic black sp6lt before the eye, baving its oorn9 turne'd 

backwards. The back is vt...tiegated with black and white, but the latter 
colour occupying the tips of the feathers, wben the ~1umage is s~ootb, nearly 
conceals the black. The .capu\nc~s forql an oblong' patch of ,pure white, 
terminated at the lower end bF,dtep black, which ~nites with the black. of the 
wing. The smallest wing cO\fcrtures, Lbe flag-feathers, their immt!diate 

• covertures, the secondaries, tertiaries,' and tail feathers, arc velvet black. 
The white mirror is formed by the middle wing covcrtures; tht; tips of the 
long wing covertllres and of some of the secondaries are white, formltlg a 
narrow transverse barrd. 

'The linings of the wings are pure white, and the upper halves of the mner 
vancs of the flag.feathers are also white. In this perfect winter dre'sa, then, 
the whole bird may be 8aid to be white, except the tail, the flag.feathers, and 
'a hand surrounding the mirror of the wing, into the formatioh of which the 
black tips of the long scapularies enter. When thc plumage of the back is 
TUffled, the· black bases of the feather~ also contribute to produce a further 
varicty of appearance. Legs, bright scarlet. • 

A specimen killed on the 25th of March, had some black mottling on the 
mirror of the wing, many of the black bases of the feathers of the back visible. 
llnd some very slight mm-gins to tht· feathers on the belly; but in otb:r 
respects the pJumage was tbe same as that.of the winter bird above described, 
and the legs also exhibited t~e bright sCllrlet colour. 

The individuals killed were about 14 inches long to the end of the tail, and 
15 or 15i from the point of the bill to the, claws, wheft..the Jog was stretvb.ed 
out. The length of the taue 'Was 12 or 13 lines, and"the weight, 12 or 1~ 
onnces. 

'The specklcd white a'ld black birds of this. species observed In the Shetland 
blands, arc supposed to be the young OI¥y. left behind; and that the wbqle 
migrate. (Montagne, Surp.) Yie are unable to decide, whether the same 
explanation would be cO'rrect. if applied to the birds teen by Captain Parry. 
or whether the very great proportion of white in the plumage is the proper 
Ih'ery of the mature birds of the species. when ·thev winter in hi2'b .Dortltem 
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latitudes. The dimenlioDs and appearance of the speCimens brought home. 
and , their bright scarlet legs, would seem to point them out Sf' fun"'grown. 

THE thirty-eight species of birds above noticed. were all that were procured 
by our naviptors aftf'r ehtermg Hudson's Straits. The procdlaria puffi1lUS, 
(Shearwater or Cape-hens,) p, glacialis. (fultllllr petrels,) and uria alie. (little 
awks or rotges,) were obse.-ved before. and for" some time after, passing ea·pe 
Farewell in Greenland, hut not having been scen on the coast of America. Jt 

was judged advisable to omit them in. tbis list. 


