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the report of the Illcdicul officers afforded 110 hope of re· 
covery, even if he lived mnny hours. 

A£a,¥ 24.-Hcl' Majesty's birthday was kept by the 
sole meam; I had at cOlllmand, viz. increase of mtionfl; 
for the rest, our loyalt.y is not a whit the less, and mus1 
support ns unsuspected. 

'1'hc second ilJtcfVal of ten days on the thermometers 
buried ill snow affords similar 'Proof of t.he protecting 
power it affords; in this ease-

l foot lJCui'ulh = + ~(); mill. _}l o + ,,0 =Hf' j mal. +2s-r,o. 

a f\:"l " = +16°; min. _11 ° +lfjO =~n° . 

The gellel'al temperature improves on the t.en days,­
lIlax. + 28'50°; mi u. _11 '00°; menu, +11 -194°. 

Om first attempts with po\nlcr to remove the llppj)f 
icc in tlle dock \H!I'C lried toll oy r the results precisely 
what I 1lllticipnted. The holes wcrc nine feet ill depth, 
v('rtical, and the cllllrges 12 llJs. They failed to fol'c(~ 

the bottom downwards, as some Imd contcll'lllated, al­
though they wel'c tumped with d ose s1utlge and long 
fuse for sevcn fcct. 'rhe cl'ach, o..wing to pl'escnt prcs­
surc, will instantly reunite; the only ra.tionalmode is by 
digging down, and drivillg horizontal or ohlique holes . I 
then tried dml'ges of 20 11.>8. each, lJasscd tkrouglt nine 
fcet icc, without nllY pl'o}lortiollatc distmbanec of sllil~ 
OJ' icc; but on passing through tlle iee in SCVClltCClJ feci, 
and resting the cha.rge on the buttom, the ship received a 
very severe shock from stem to stem, extending even to 
Olle hundred yards between tbe ship and' Pioneer,' but 
the iee was not started upwards satisfactorily! This 
result forcibly reminded me of particular occasious be­
t.ween the 30th of August and 4th of September lnst., 
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when the charges for important purposes wtlre placed 
between layers of icc, affording the point d'appui i the 
action 011 those occasions only seemed to warrant such 
hcnvy expenditure. Water is easily displaced by rur; 
aud from a depth of twcnty·onc feet, where there was 
110 solid matter to resist, it was thrown well above our 
mastheads without beneficial displacement of the floc. 
I ts result in critical positions, and placed with judgment, 
] have before noticed. 

Alay 28.-0ur day of rest. I cannot yet sec much 
beneficial effect resulting frOIll the free lise of gnn­
POWU{)l'. The heavy floe hns not yielded ill /l ily sensible 
musses; indeed, my own conviction is ndvcrsc,-that it 
hinders lUore important cuttings with the saw. OUl' 
work is confined to 'heavy quarrying and clearing out 
the loose pieces resulting from smull two or fOUT pound 
charges. 

JU1le 1 is ushered in with sleety, snowy wcather, and a 
tcmpcrature of 40'5°, without sun. A dog-sledge, with 
Mr. Deull, Carpellter, of the < Hcsolutc,' lIud OIlC Ulan, 
reached, bringing illtclligencc of the uJ'rival of Captaiu 

Kellett ut Beechey Island, hut suffering from illness. 
'l'his journey was effected with scven dogs in twenty-four 
hours. 

June 3.-1 shull continue our report of blasting ope­
rations because 1 feel satisfied that the results Illay afford 
information even to those engaged ill lUore stubborn 
matcriuls, and possihly may be useful ill iec-bouud har­
bours, 61; affording some test of the available powers of 
man, if judiciously directed. 

Our saw cuts hud at lcnglh UCCll cOlllpleted on thr<:e 
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sides of 8 square, affording 0. surface of forty feet in 
width by thirty ahend, or twelve hundred square feet; 
mean dept.h, twenty-one feet. I contended against heavy 
churges, and in this instance prepared three of 10 aud 
three of 4lbs. The first. ten-pound charge, placed IlCIlC 

the bottOm, at the cut in eighteen feet next the bow, offec. 
tun1ly displaced this entire mass, and two, of four pounds 
cHch, effectually hrought up the bO\'\' cmdling. 1 have of 
late calculated minutely the working powers of the Ulen 

eugaged.· '1'ho result provc~ thnt, with numbers varying 
from tell to sixteen, and not of full power, they have 
hroken up and throwh to the dock wall, from whence 
others removo it, six hundred tOllS of ice (by shovels 
llml picks), aflording n mean rate of one tau per hour for 
each lUall during the working intervals. Some of our 
strong hands have indeed far exceeded, 1 might say, even 
douhled, this; but the meuu labour amounts to that 
which J. have stated. During this labour, which, ill cold 
climates, iuduces great thirst, 1 at first ordered an issue 
of lemonade; but this was found to disagree with their 
constitutions, and variations from time to time were 
Illude, ill consultation with the medical officcr, Wltil it at 
Icngth reached lll"ctty strong ImlHdy punch. '1'his not 
only improved their sllirits and working condition, but 
lllutcrilllly conduced to their gelleral hcnlth. 

The assembled erews here aud at Bcechey Islalld hav. 
i.ug, by special order; been surveyed by the surgeons and 
l"Cportcd on in three classl!S,-fit for tUly duty, fit for 
light duty, and unfit for any exposurc,-drafts were for. 

'" Those result from the massC6 of icc removw in lIix days of t<:u 
woriiug bour~. 
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warded hither from the first class, Ilnd our weakly men, 
who might be uuable to move on any sudden emergency, 
together \\ ith tI. change for every ruan ill the ship, for­
warded to lk'Cchey Island. We were thus prepared to 
devote the cOlllbined energies of the Squadroll to extri­
cat.e these vessels, nor did I dJ't',um of eventual failure. 

Jitne 3.-Ton-day temperatures aflord, max. +4.0'50°; 
min. _9 '00°; mean, +24'26°. 

About the 9th of June, birds, principally brent-geese, 
eider-duck, ann gulls, hegall to make their appearance 
011 their northern flight., and three pt.armigan and one 
hare were forwarded by the Sergeant from Haring HOll. 
dczvous. The' Pioneer's' SCI'OW having been reported 
as in danger, the necessary measures were adopted to rc~ 
lease it from icc, whcn it was found to be uninjured. We 

were now advaneillg steadily with om' dock, and com· 
mcnced reeving our hcavy purchases to start the ship. 
Direct forcc I douLted , untl, to aid in cifecting my object., 
laid out a sccolld at r ight angles on the port how. The 
Small Bower (Uodgers'), on heaving n good strain, cume 
llOUle clear, underneath the icc, and eventually reached 
our bows again; both cubIc and anchor were wdl polished. 
rrhe Best Dower cable was still frozcn in with the floc, 
and, until the ship was free, that could not be recovered, 
fm' in blasting and cutting oyer it they hnd broken the 
buoy rope. 

At noon of thc 13th a dog.slcdgc was reported, and 
I went out to receive the visitor, which proved to be 
Monsieur Dc Bray. My salutation was, " Well, you 
bring me news of Collinson's safety P" " Y cs, Sir, he is 
safe! and I have doculllents here for you," pointing to 
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his knapsack; of which prescntly. The tcn.day interval 
of this, the 13th of June.~ affords,-max. 33'5°; min. 
15-00°; mean, 24-154°: still unnaturally cold for this 
season. 

On the 15th Monsieur De Bray returned to Beechey 
Island, and on the dny follO\ving the < Dove' \\'baJer, on 
R new sledge constructed for her, followed. Another 
boat will be forwnrded to Baring Hcndczvous, nnd the 
, Hamilton' and my own gig, t.o beur my pendant, will 
eventually go to Beechey Islnnd. Before proceeding ·to 
the report of the procccclillgs of the western senrch by 
Lieutenant Mecham ilnd Mr. Krabbe, I will place the 
ship aflont, and hriefly observe on the difficulties attend. 
iug such labours, whcr~ excavat.ion t.o suell Oll extent had 
to be pursued. 

On t.he 16th the purehase ahead Wf1.S tried, but. it 
~tmiglJtened flie flukes of the ice and stream anchors, unci 
displaced the pin of the pW'chase-block, spliUiug it to 
pieces! The eflort proposed was t.o tear the ship from 
her starboard adhesion to the ice, the saw cuts being 
free along the entire l)ort side and olle on t.he starboard 
{wkiclt froze aN cut}. A )1C8VY purchase from the mnst­
head, to induce 1\ heel on this CTmlf,; ship, wus also brought 
in aid , but without success. Verily this ice work is a 
puzzling bit of enginccring, and demands morc thought. 
to lUeet its capriccs than nny other operation in 'which 1 
have been engaged. Under water we cannot scc, but 
we know that we have mort'. depth to float her than we 
require. By the powers ttpplied, under ordillnry pre­
sumptions, she should lllove ahead or yield to the force 
applied to inclille ·her from the upright position. 
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Further measures, for powers tittle skort 0/ dangcroU8. 
were prepared, and on the -morning of the 9th I had 
made my mind up for a result before I retired to rest. 
Defore six we had succeeded, by saws and by using a 

seventy-two feet hand-mast as a vertical battering ram, 

in dislodging the ice along the port side up to the bend 
of the coUlltcr; I,owder was also used to an alarming 
extent, us far as crockery and pier-glasses were COll­

cemed. 
'1'he matter now resolved itself into one of power by 

llurchascs. We had built a IICW purchase-block capable 
of resistance. '1'he direct ahead '})urclll\sC was composed 
of two threefold Ilnd one lending block, or three by four, 
brought to }>hillips's capstan with the full power, IUld 

double runner luff' OIl the stlUldiug parts. Yet she 
moved not; and the fa1l8 would bear no more. My 
rectangular purchase of similar power, direct through 
the bow port, and secured to the grounded ice oy iron 
uecklaces, wns 1I0W brought into action; this wns also led 
to t.he capstan, and WllCO well taut I pauscd, shifting my 

positioll to the starboard cnthead, and there watching 
the effect on the parallel saw.cuts along that side: In 

all such operations the principul actor is ill a degree on 
the stage; he calculates that he is intently watched by 
every eye, and he knows w ben to he silent, when to 
order, and when to cheer, or ask for that power which 
none but excited hearts can afford. 

I saw the influence; I saw she moved. "Silence!" 
« Heave taut!" " Off she goes!" One rallying cheer, and 

with such an impetus did she leap out of her cradle, that 
in her JlCooJong career ISbe tore out the tilip ring.bolt of 
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the best bower cable drawing from abaft the co/head. 
To describe what my feelings were I will not undertake. 

'rhe ship was again aBout on her own clement, and lily 
cares for a timc were superseded by the ordinary course 

of service. 

Having thus far explained myself, I cannot but thank 
officers as wen as men for t.heir exertions in their severnl 

fltations. Trne it is that, invalid as I am, I worked POSM 

sihly beyond what a Captain ought ill other cases; but I 

had my object to fulfil, and notwithstandillg some of the 

hardiest failed, excitement compelled me to stick to my 
post. 1'0 Commander Richards, Mr. Loney, Mr. Allard, 

'Mr. Narcs, the DoatsWltill, Mates, tlnd crew, I fed that 

great praise is due, But for the entire modus operandi 
I mil rcsponsihle, and I oguilJ repent my regrct that after 

the initial proceedings and finding water at the how, I 
was persuaded to have recourse to gunpowder; but whell 

oncc used there is uo limit. Concussion and radiating 

cracks have heen made; eventually these caused very 

dislleartcning slips of the doc~ sides, entailing double 

labow-. 
Physicians prescribe, but not un frequently swerve 

from their practice by Rome pcrsuo..'lion that it may do 
the patient no harm; not immediate, it is true, hut 

when it eventuates he thinks not the less of the result. 

On the other hand, gunpowder lias its importance. A 
coup is to be made, an effect produced on your sub­

agents; then, having satisfied yourself that it will cause 

the desired effect, much as it may upset some of your 
petted schemes, yield to caprice, make a noise, shiver 
the mountain of ice', und seek for the moment of making 
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the most of the wills which the spectn.cle has arrayed in 
your favour. or possibly softened the under-current which 
has fitcauily, though unseen, been working against you. 
or such mnwriais arc Rritish scamen composed. He 
who knows bow to lead, how to humour them, what can 
he not execute? 

Tn order fuDy to comprehend my feelings at tllis in­
stant, I extract from my letter by Monsieur Dc Bray to 
Captain Kellett, JUllO 15.1854 :-" You will perceive, by 
my general correspondence, that I expected Collinson to 

Tf't.Hrn wit.h 1\ft'chaOl, nnd I nsked the question of De 
Jlray hefore he made known to inc this second piece of 
luck or misfortune, as it may eventuate, on your part.. 
Success sluU'pens the arrow-points of our adversnries; 
find I sec t.oo much of the world around me, not to feur 
that which reaches my curs now will be mude in tlte 
hnnds of designing men 1\ source of annoyance hereafter. 
Collinson, by my former suspicions, could not convey 
more than one officer and five mell u1tprepared to nny of 
the Hudson's Bny settlements; and even then not with· 
out !!Orne preparation to meet Dnd aid him. I do not 
think, having so far succeeded, he would desert hig crew 
and leave them to find tht:ir way hither; he would lend 
them himself; nnd if I am not woflllly mistaken, he is 
now coming fast on the traces of Mecham, or follow­
ing up Peel's Channel by the southern coast of Albert 
Land. 

" We nrc not yet aft08.t-every blnst doeR mischief­
and if we go on a.t the present rate, we sholl blast a canal 
towards Beechey Island before we get her a foot ahead! 
I am against 'powder; but it is so frequently intimated 
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• that nothing but a blast will do,' that I am occasion­

ally persuaded: vcry nenrly on every occasion it has been 

followed by 1\ prodigious slip, filling up a week's labour." 
That very night, after the departure of De Bray, sbe 

was afloat! 

1 will return to the intelligence brought by Monsieur 
Dc Bray. On the 3rd of April, 1854, Her Majesty's Sllip 

Resolute and tender being at thnt time in their 'Vintel' 
QUllrtcl'S, twenty-eight miles south-west by south of Cape 
Cockburn, or in latitude 74° 42'N" longitude 101 °22' W" 

Captain Kellett despatched Lieutenant Meehmn, of the 
, Resolute,' and Mr. Krabbe, of the' Intrepid,' with in­

st.ructions to visit nnd llxamine the depot at Dealy Island, 

and then to prosecute their respective journeys; the for ­
mer to the Princess Royal If;\nlHhl and Strait, t.he latter 

to the < Investigator,' and agceltain if any of Captain Col. 
linson's parties hnd \'isited any of the statil)ns ill the l'e<'I.1' 
of Commander iWClurc. 

Lieutenant Mecham, with Mr. Krabbe under his com­

mand, reached tbe Sailors' Home at, Dealy Island on t.he 
12th, somewhat touched hy snow blindness and sore feet 

at this early period of the season. , 

~'he "Home" was found in perfect condition, well 
ballked IIp with snow on the outside, hut the interior 

perfectly free from drift. Captain Kellett speaks in high 

terms of his Carpenter, Mr. Deans, who was the architect, 

and, by the judicious pitch given to the roof, ascribes its 
freedom from snow, A portion of hread in onc of the 

tanks was fOWld to be slightly damaged. and one rum 
cask about n quarter short of contents, 

They experiellccd some difficulty in effecting an entry. 
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owing to t.hc door being harrieaded by wet sods and the 
neccB3ary implements secured t"ngide, a caut.ion not lost 
upon them. After provisioning and 3ecuring "the Home," 
they proceeded on the 13th, deposited 8 record on "the 
Sandstone" in Winter Harbour, crossed over Point 
Hearne. and travelled about. three miles off the land to­
wnrds Cape Providence. 

On the 18th they shaped their eoursc for Cape Russell 
the north-east point of Baring or Banks' Land, and 
changed their hours of travel from day to night. 

About eight miles south of Cape Providence they cn­
countered the first mnge of heavy hummocks, composed 
of young icc; having passed through this, which WtlS es­
timat~d at five miles in breadth, they entered on the old 
floes, gencrnlly girt by ridges of presscd-up young iec. 

About the centre of the Stmit, dividing Melville Island 
from Banks' Land, they foulld the floes "old, and of 
greater extent;" and as they approached the southern 
land, being visited by dense fogs, they frequently found 
themselves entangled among hwnmock3 and deep snow, 
which rendered travelling very laborious and harasf:iing. 

On the 24th of April the land was indistinctly seen, 
by telescope, about six miles distnnt j !md shortly after, 
011 the atmo.~pllCre elearing, they found that they had 
passed t.brough tbo belt of old icc, and before them a 
large extent of young prcssed.up icc presented. 

On the 25th they reached a low point at the (mtrance 
of an inlet, where they encamped, believing it to be Cape 
Russell. as the high land near Cape Providence on Mel· 
ville Island was distinctly perceptible, bearing about north 
three-quarters east. 
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At this position Lieutenant Mccham deposited eleven 
days' provisions, aud Mr. Krabbe parted company in the 
prosecution of his orders to seek the < Investigator' in the 
Bay of Mercy, and on his return to the Sailors' Home 
to re-examine and separate the good from the damaged 
bread. 

Quitting this cachet/e, IJieuteuant Mecham proceeded 
to the SQutb·south.west, following the trend of the land; 
but on the 26th meeting with very old icc, deeply co­
vered wit.h snow, totally disagreeing in character with 
that described as occurring in Prince of Walcs Stroit, 
moreover the high land all either side terminll.ting ah­
ruptly, beyond which the coast appeared to be low and 
sweeping RCroSS the distance, satisfied him that he had 
not hit upon the intended landfall. He therefore retraced 
his steps, reduced the allowance to one-half, recovered 
his cachettc, and in two journeys wns morc successful in 
reaching the entrance of Prince of 'Vales Straits. The 
bearings obtained of Melville Island and other observa. 
tions satisfied him that the land was laid down too far 
to the eastward. 

Ha"ing reached a position south of Cape Russell, he 
deposited his cache, and proceeded to the south-west_ 
ward, keeping about two miles off the land. 

Notwithstanding the ice was considerably pressed up, 
the snow which filled the irregularities was tolerably hard, 
and travelling good. 

On several low points, on which he landed to obtain 
fuel, he found drift-wood in great abundance. 

On the 7th of May, at midnight, he landed on the 
Princess Royal Islands, where, on examining the cairn, 

VOL. u. 0 
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he was rewarded for his exertions by the discovery of the 
records Jeft by n.M.S. Enterprise. which, having entered 
this Strait 011 30th of August, 1851, wintered in the 
pack off in 1851-52 ; and the document, re-signed 29t11 
of l\Iay, 1852, further stated that he passed up to Point 
Peel, returned, and, after following the west coast of 
Baring Island as high as latitude 72° 65' north. bud re· 
turned, and wintered ]851-52 in latitude 71° 35' north, 
longitude 1170 40' west. 

'1'he record also intimated, "that further infonna. 
t,ion of Ilis mOVCInp.nt.s would be found upon an islet in 
71° 3G' north, and longitude 1190 O'west." 

'raking provision for ten days, Lieutenant Mecham 
started that night (morning in tmvclling time) to the 
southwnrd, in quest of further information. 

After passing Point Gordon the Leach was found to 
be thickly marked by the remains of Esquimaux encamp­
ments, and on the 9th of May they succeeded in reach­
ing the islet nlluded to, and after sc\'cw hours' scorch 
found records, ten feet magnetic north of a small cairn 
built upon its summit. 

By these documents it nppcars thnt 0. party from the 
• Enterpris(" (in the sledge Resolution) had visited Point 
Hearne on Melville Island in the summer of 1852 (Point 
Hearne is the north.western extreme of Parry's Winter 
Harbour), and that the other parties had examined the 
north and south coasts of Prince Albert's Land. 

Upon quitting this position on the 27th of August, 
1852, Captain Collinson contemplated tracing the Chan­
nel between Wollaston and Prince Albert's Land, as set 
forth in his documents. 
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After rebuilding the cairn, depositing charts, and fun 
information concerning our movements, as well as com­
plete notices of all the depOt,., lodged on the Beechey Is­
land route, Lieutenant Mecham commenced his return 
to Melville Island, reached the Princess Royal Islands on 
the 18th, examined the whale-boat 10ft there, and found 
her in good condition; deposited the requisite records, 
provisioned, and having removed some articles found 
damaged to I.l. higher and less exposed position, he de­
spatched his sledge along the ' southern coast of the 
Straits, and, accompanied by on(l man with his Sntellite 
(a small sledge or tendo;), pursued his examination along 
the northcnl coast, deposited records at Cape Russell, 
rejoining his party on the 17th, rcndy to start. Having 
built a cairn, deposited records, and collected sufficient 
fuel (of which they had none) to last them to Melville 
Island, they moved forward. 

On the 19th of May they cleared the Straits, steering 
direct for Cape Providence. 

The ice, extending ten miles off Cape Russell, they 
found to be that of last year's formation, without a crnck. 
They then crossed n barrier of very heavy old hummocks, 
reached a lead of old floe, over which they travelled 
fifteen miles, entered a mixture of heavy hummocks of 
young pressed-up ice, and small floo-.pieces of heavy old 
ice extending thirty miles. On the 2Srd these were 
cleared about seven miles south by east of Cape Provi­
dence. 

0. the 27th they reached the depat .t Dealy Island, 
and found ordell! t<J retnrn t<J Bcechey Island. They 
had sUffered muoh from heavy faUs of .snow, attended by 

02 
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strong easterly winds, eausiug snow blindness through­
out the party. 

At Dealy Island they found that Mr. Krabbe had re­
turned, and gone forward on the 26th, and Lieutenant 
Hamilton on the 21st. 

Lieutenant Mecham observes that they were gratified 
by the receipt of letters, newspapers, and news of all 
kinds contributed by their shipmates, which, although it 
added to their pleasure, did not at all facilitate their rest. 

Anxious, we can ull wlderstluu1 him to he, to commu­
nicate this, his second pieee of greut success; first the 
document. of Commuuder M'Chire, and now those from 
Cuptain Collinson. Onward he rushed, overtook Mr. 
Krnbb~ on the 30th neM Point Griffiths, travelled in 
company to the Dcp!')t nt Cape Cockburn, but, finding 
that he was able to move fuster alone, left him to proceed 
at a more moderate pace, oveltaking Lieutenant Ha­
milton with the dog-sledge off Cape Capel, distressed 
for food for the animals. They were recruited by some 
damBoucd pemmican, in the hope of ftdvaneing him wit.h 
the news to Beeehey Island; but, aided by canvas, he 
managed to keep np, and shortly after reaching Cape 
Hotharn he traur,ferred his sledge to Lieutenant Hamil­
ton, and made the best of his way with the dogs to 

Beechey Island, reaching it at 4.30 A.M.. of the 12th; 152 
travelling hours from Dealy Island, and a.veraging on 61 i 
journeys in an absence of 70 days, 18'8 geographicul, or 
21·7 statute miles at the drag rope /-a feat, as far as 
the human constitution and the eowuge and spirit of the 
British SCUlliaD is concerned, I think without a parallel 

I must now tum to Mr. Krabbe. Parting company 
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with Lieutenant Mecham (under special orders from Cnp­
tain Kellett), on the 25th of April, he skirted the bench 
westerly, and reached the' Investigator: in the Hay of 
Mcroy, .t 10.30 P.M. on tho 5th of May. 

The tattered remains of the ensign and pendant were 
still flying; and such had been the accumulation of drift 
snow on the northern side of the ship, that they were 
enabled to walk in over her gunwale. There was also 
a great quantity on her decks, but not sufficient to pre. 
vent them from easily obtainiHg nn entrance by the fore 
hatchway. 

'rho ship's hend WaS' N. 30° W. true, the cable hang­
ing slack under her bow; heeled about 10° to starbonrd 
aud slightly by the head. No signs of pressure around 
were perceptible, although tllC oakum was hanging very 
loosely out of many of her scams. Hcr pm:ition was S. 
120 R, 1400 yards from tbe cail'll, nnd 426 yards from 
t.he nearest point of the beach, her stern being in cleven 
fathoms water. 

On visiting between.decks everything appeared in 
good. order and the lower deck pretty free from frost, 
hilt overhead, on the orlop beams, there were great ac· 
cumulations of icc. 

The water had leaked so much into the holds during 
the preceding summer, that they were now full up to the 
orlop beams forward, and within tell inches of them abaft, 
then solid ice. He commenced, in compliance with his 
Iustructions, to clear the ship of all useful stores, and, in 
order to execute it more comfortably, repair defects of 
equipment, etc., brought his crew O!l board. 

Fot' the detail of his opcmt.ioHs and the stores landed, 
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I must beg to refer to his written report. The duty 
being complete on the lIth of May, hatches secured, 
and the ship Dearly as when visited, he commenced his 
return to Melville Island. 

He observes ,:_U Doth in entt:ring and leaving the bay 
I paid marked attention to the state of the icc in it, lind 
I am confident thnt thero was no water mnde inside n 
line from Point Providence (Banks' Land) to Point Back 
during 1853, but that there W8S open water during that 
lI6aSon for two or three miles in width along the whole 
line, and which finally met and arrested pieces from 
the pack UIounJ the neighbourhood of Cupe Hamilton. 
Along the cliffs of Banks' Land also there was n belt 
of new ice from two to four miles 'wide, terminating in 
heavy pressure on Point Parker. The pack, from fh"c 
miles north of Cape Hamilton to within ten miles of 
Melville Islaud, was somewhat heavier and older than 
Cound in crossing Curther eastward." 

He reached Melville Island on the 26th oC May, 
shortly after midnight, wbere his orders, left by Lieu­
tenant Hamilton, awaited him. V cry little game wns 
seen; Captain Kellett remarks, " Too early to see much." 
Three deer and four musk-oxen were seen near Cape 
Hamilton, and three deer at Cape Providence. 

'rhe remainder of his journey is comprised in that 
of Lieutenant Mecham. He reached Beechcy Island, 
in company with Lieutenant Hamilton, on the 13th of 
June. He notices that about the 31st of May the thaw 
had commenced with drizzling rain, yet, notwithstanding 
very low temperatures, sore foot, etc. etc., not a single 
casua).ty wns experienccd by any of t.he travellers. 
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Lieutenant Hamilton, with the dog.sledgc, was de· 
,patched by Captain Kellett to Dealy Island 011 the 8th 
of May, charged with orders for Lieutenant Mecham 
and Mr. KmbbC, to return from thence direct, via Cape 
Cockburn, to Beechey Island. 

Reaching Dealy Island on the 18th, overland, from 
Port Griffiths, in the hope of finding Jllusk.oxen or deer 
for his dogs, but in which he was unsuccessful, he de· 
posited hiB despatches and commenced. his return. He 
contrived, bowever, at Cape Bounty to kill two lIlusk·oXCJl, 
aud twenty.two ptarmigau supplied their own 'HUltS. 

On the 21st he quiUed Dealy Island, and reached the 
depOt all Byarn Martin Ishmd on the 27th. Two dogs 
out of his five became useless; and the thaw, and athol' 
difficulties attending dog.sledgf':s in wet weather, retard. 
cd him lUuch, so that he was overtaken by the hcuvy 
sledges. 

At Cape Cockburn one dog rejoined, but the other 
was lost. He returned, us before stuted, with Mr­
Krabbe, on the 12th. }<~our beurs only wore seen. ill 
his journey, and nono came within shot, und ho ob­
serves :-" Notwithstanding my local knowledge of the 
hunting grounds of Moh'ine Island, and the time I was 
enabled to devote to shooting, not more than 800 Ib!'l. of 
meat was procured, and I should hn.ve found great diffi­
culty in supporting my small party of one man and five 
dogs on the mueh-talked·of 'resources of the country. '" 

'l'hat these three officers, with their fine crews, did 
their duty, must be apparent to the simplest mind; but 
that they will receive oll the. weight dne to such exer­
tions they have only to look to their Lordsllips and their 
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superiors here for tJlC true estimate of the endurance ex­
hibited. The only gap apparent to me is the examina­
tion of Point Hearne; but Captain Kellett observes:-

"You will sec, by Collinson's record on the 27th of 
August, 1852, that he was waiting for a start before I 
left Lowther Island; so that even had I picked up n 

record of his in the autumn of that year, it would have 
availed him nothing; news of his whereabouts would 
eertninly have gone home last yeur by Inglefield, which 
would have been a great thing. 

« That Collinson's officers left a ettirn at Point Hearne 
is ntAL to impossible, for I had eight parties backwards 
nnd forwards over that Point, some of them shooting 
there, others encamped there; it was also one of my 
positions for 0. depot! It has on it plenty of materials 
for building a cairn. It has been gone over at all 8Ca­

sons, with and without snow. 
"l"tIr. Pim, on his autumn trip in 1852, for the pur­

pose of plllCing Ilis deput, rcuched as far u.s Cupe Provi­
dellee, where he found a cairn (011 its summit); in this 
cairn he found a pint bottle, with a leaf of a book all 
algebra in it, but on which there wus nothing writtcn. 
He desCribes the cairn as very old and moss-grown, so 
that I suppose it to have bccn one left by one of Parry's 
shooting parties. M'Clure did not leave it. 

" Colliusoll in his record says, he will endeavour to go 
uJong the south coast of Prince Albert's Land, nnd then 
IIp the strait (by the Esquimaux' drawing, an iulct) be­
tween ~roHllSton and it, that one of his Lieutellauts had 
explored for 130 miles. 

" Were he nhlc to IlCllctl'Nte in that dil·cction, and found 
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it actually a strait, he would rench the north COIl.st of the 
island, in the deep bight west of Cape Walker, where 
his progress (his ship) would most certainly be arrested 
both by heavy icc and probably shoal water (as by Om­
manney's report) . 

.. Failing to get through, he would return, and endea­
vour to get easterly through Dolphin and Union Strait, 
lleaT which be may have wintered. 

" If he wintered there or in its neighhourhood, whicb iR 
most probable, ns you w ill seQ how late his season was 
before he could make any advance, he most certainly 
will have sent letters )lOme, by way of America, in the 
spring of 1853, which could not have reached in time 
for Inglefield. But this time I am convinced that we 
shull hear of him; and I ihi11k he £8 clear of Behring's 
Straits, jur he 100uld assnredig have time to get back last 
([lltllllm. Should be even have failed in getting back last 
year, and decided on lenving his ship this spring-were 
he indeed obliged to eome this wny-he would make 
for Pon Leopold, the only place he know!> of. Amltin's 
departure he knew of, but not his return. 

"You may depend upon it Collinson will never reach 
tills strait Ct1!cept by way of Port Leopold, whcre informa­
tion hus becn deposited by Pullen." 

These IU'C mnttcrs of opinion, founded on facilities not 
evident to my senscs nnd on my measurcs already adopted 

for thc relief of Captain Colliuson; but although 1:1.11 
Captaiu Kellett's observl:I.tions are good pro tanto, yet I 
C8llUOt lose sight of the diffioulty he would have to ell­

count~r if he attempted to reach My of the Hudson's 
Bay posts. 



202 ROUTE OP COLLINSON SUOGESTED. [Jtme, 

With the proceeding of Captain Collinson's expedition 
I have but an indirect connection, viz. that of his relicf. 
But if Commander M'Clure had raised an independent 
cairn, instead of depositing his notice in that of M'Clill" 
took's, and Captain Collinson's officer had left sufficient 
notice at Cape Hearne or Cape Providence, then my in­
structions, or those of Captain Kellett, wou1d have met 
the case. I understand that Lieutenant Pim's orders 
permitted of his searching southerly; nnd I erumot ima­
gine why neither he nor Commander ].I'Clure did not. 
take steps for informing Cuptain Collinson, as we have 
now done ill 1854, of the facilit.y-of his retnrn to Eng­
land by the ncw North-eoat Pfl8lJrl!lc, Had I obtuillcd 
intelligence of Captain Collinson h<;t year, I eertaiuly 
would have directed the main force of this Squndron to 
search and tfln'cl round the entire distance of Peel's 
Strait, mooting them, by relief from my own division, by 
Cape Batty, Cape 'Valker, and down Peel's Strait. 

With such information as I possess, nIl my measures 
have, to myeollceI)tion, beeu sntisfilCtorily taken. I fully 
agree with Captain Kcllctt 011 tho Olle great point, and 
that must depend entirely on the sufety of Captain Col. 
linson's skip nnd on !tis view of t.hp, retrogressive move­
ment. Unless therefore Captain Collinson's pnrties reach 
Bcechcy Island bifore the 22nd Of August, I shaH con­
sider tbat Ile is retracing his steps, and canllot be ex­
pected by this route. Indeed, on very mature reflection, 
I think after his visit in 1852, and jailing to rlJJeat it in 
1853, that 1m would not injudiciously waste time in such 
a pursuit late in tbis scasCln. 

On the 18th of June, Mr. Jenkins (Mate) of the 
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• North Star' reached the ship, bringing a. reinforcement 
of six new hands. On the 19th, Lieutenant Hamilton, 
appointed to cotnmo.nd tbe ' Vioneer,' arrived in the dog 
sledge, and all the 22nd Mr. M'Dougal, Master of 'Re­
solute: Commander Osborn returned by dog-sledge to 
the' North Star: 

June 23.-0ur ten-day interval affords,· maximum 
44'00°; minimum, IS-50°; mean, 28'062°. Today the 
first true run of water was detected on the Irmd. I 
caused n. hole to be dug [lUll a. tin insml'.c(l, which very 
soon ftllcd, nffording us a luxury as compared with our 
vapid t.ank water. 

June 25.-We ha.ve noticed thnt the wentllCf here is 
more influenced at the actual moments of the moon's 
quartering t.han at the spring tides, which is opposed t.o 
my experience in other parts of the world. rroduy how. 
ever thc moon chnngcd at noon, but the wind, which hus 
prevailed strong, still continues in boovy gusts; about 
eight P.M. it abated, and at midllight censed. But the 
tide docs not appear to coincide today with its natural 
movemcnts,-not rising at noon by six feet to its natuml 
height, at midnight it flowed six feet above! Can this 
be due to an easterly gule afl'ccting the tide in Lancaster 
Sound, us well as in the Queen's Channel, in contrary 
degrees; in one case preventing the flow, in the other 
aiding tbe ebb? 

June 26.-The available force being now diverted to 
the extrication of the • Pioneer,' Commander Richards 
~d Messrs. Herbert and rrpros startL-d 011 a shooting 
excursion in the vicinity of the first tent. The season 
appears to be rapidly advancing; the well dug 011 Snlur· 
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day, the 24th, hns ovcrftowt,'<l, Ilnd the water now rllns 

rapidJy. from the snow above; in addition to which, se­
veral tufts of sax ifrage, which have been barely denuded 
of snow, have appeared in full bloom. 

Severnl brent-geese flew over our heads on their 
northern migration; a pair alighted, but were too wary 
to rennit Ilny of our sportsmen to gain witllin range. 

During the process of clearing the dock for the' Pio­
neer,' I repeated my experiments on the powers of the 
men. Three men were cngagcd,--onc with a pick to 
brenk up, and two with shovels to throw nut. '.he icc 
wu.s received in it tnrpaulin, nUtI thrown aside as weighed. 

In twenty minutes they turned out] 750 Ibs., which is 
at the rate of 2-3 tons for three men pcr bour, or 1750 
lbs. per man. These Were indifferent men, taken with· 
out regard to strength . 

July 2.-During the last week it has continued to 
blow with considerable force from enst to soutll-south­
eust, but ns yet we huve not becn ahle to detect the 
slightest movcrucut of the iec ; inueed ollr first intimation 
of :my move iIi our fuvour must be frolU n eechey Island. 
[ strolled over the heights overlooking the chnnnel yes. 
terday, and obtained n very clear view of the distant 
land ncar Cape Phillips, as well as the hill-tops of Hamil. 
ton Island. My elevation was about eight hundred feet 
ubove the sea, and Cape Phillips distant forty-five milcs. 

'rhc thaw has set ill so vigorously, and the rapidit.y of 
the inland torrents is so twublcsome, tbnt it is not safe 
to cross many of the ravines. Even the passnge from 
the ship to the shore is hl.:commg very troublesome, by 
rcusOti of the deep sludge nnd witter retained within the 
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ice-ridge thrown up in October. In somc places it cx­
ceeds four feet, and brought adventurers into very awk­
ward dilemmas. r!'he main floc is also covered by very 
extensive surfaces of water, which the fissures are not 
sufficiently open yet to cn.rry off. Commander Richards 
and party returned this evening without success. The 
few brent-geese and eider.duck arc very shy; indeed, 
after passing the neck of this channel abreast of Cape 
Bowden, game appears to forsake the laud. The expe­
rien~ of two seasons negatives /tny confidence as to suh­
sisting travellers by the aid of the gun. It is here, as T 
have found in my visits to other parts of the world, one 
lucky day may afford full occupation and furnish a heavy 
supply of game, but that may not be repeated; nor have 
we fiUY right, from such single events, to delude travellers 
with prospects of heing sustained by n continuRuce of 
similar good fortuue. 

On the 4th Mr. Roche arrived with a dog-sledge from 
Beechey Island. I gather from Captaiu Kellett's letter 
that travelling has now becomc troublesomc; he ob­
serves, under date of Srd of July :-" It was, and is at 
this moment, mare 8Wimmi1lg than walking on the floc. 
A good deal of caution is necessary. Mr. Haswell had 
a narrow escape the other duy; he fell in, and could not 
possibly have got out but hy tbe assistance of another 
person . 

.. We have today twenty-one men on the sick list. ; 
some few standards that will. not be off before we rench 
England. Out of this number three only nre • Investi­
gator's' men, who have been ill nearly the last three 
years. The remainder of her men are looking right well, 
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much better than ours. The difference in health in these 
crmvs plainly shows it is not the climate, or description 
of provision, does the mischief, but the hnrd work in tro,. 

"elling. In 1852-53-54 'Investigators ' had no travel. 
ling, and only sufficient exercise to keep thorn in henlth, 
whereas our crews made cnonnous journeys ; and depend 
upon it, the constant dragging and pressure of the belt 
on a man's cbest, for such long periods, is more injurious 
than Ilny other work a man can be given to perform . 

.. 'What to give Jack, in recompense for hhJ hard work, 
-w heLhcr a mark of distinct.ion, situutions for the old 
and worthy, or morc money,-I eannot say. but I hope 
you will plnce their merits before their Lordships and the 
country, and not allow their doings to die on being paid 
off. f£his will be. at least, some pleasure to the poor 
fellows, for Arctic Jneks all read. I fcel thnt I may 
safely sny, that their labour cannot be exaggerated, and 
I fear an idea of it ellnnot be exaggerated." 

In all these remarks J fully cOllcnr; and I hope that 
my efforts may be rendered needless by the voluntar!l 
!lrmd from Government of an adequate remuneration .• 
not only to this Squadron, but to all who have been in­
cluded, not in !lcograpltic amusement, but in the more 

distreaBi'll!l and conti1Uted searche8/Qr our missing coun­
tr!lllleR . 

.. AI! the healthy portion of' North Star's' crew are up 
with you. Of my own crew I find, by medical returns 
(which I send to you now complete), there are thirty 
men fit for Jong service, No. 1'8. Of these,fllteen are 
OfflCet'8, 80 that I think you will deem it expedient to de­
lay the volunteering until the steamer arrives." 
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I insert the following, to show that, nt all events, the 
next in command seemed to think with me, that prudent 
forethought was necessary, and that, circumstanceclils we 
arc, orderlJ ah.01dd precede the chance q/ events; and t.hm~e 
I had long contemplat.ed. 

"You ougllt now to write plOOn instructions for the 
officer commanding herc,-what he is to do on arrivru of 
vessels from Englund, in case of his brcnking out before 
any enD arrive; and what he is to do, suppose there 
should be open water and no , vessel, in case of being 
carried down with the pack,-whether he is to wait at 
any particular rendezv9us for you, lInd until whaL time. 
But !lOll know how uneerlai11 everything is ~·n this (''01mtr;r, 

and how necessar!l it UJ to have orders to meet all contin-
. " geneles. 

It is evident some change of mind must have infhl­
cuecd these remarks, us my intention up to this lllOU\~llt. 
and to the last will be, if flUeh should he the l)lcmiUre of 
the Admiralty and not left to my jutlgment, to return 
Captnin Kellett, with the necessary volunteers, to the 
• Resolute.' 

The following order was is!lllCd, directed to all Cap­
tains and Commanders, ete.:-

By SIR En\VARn DELCHElt, KT., C.H., Goptain oj H.M.S. AuiftaHce, 
and ill, &mmand oj tAc Arctic SeI.lTchulf &jwulron. 

(General MemortUldum.) 

At Wlforeseell evenb may drive the' North Star' from her present 
ice-bound position at Beechey Island, and force hcr out of the ],nucns­
t.cr Strait, 

The Senior Officer who may at that time be on board will repair first 
to Cape Wammder, then to Port Dundas, and finally back to Beoohey 
l!1and• ' 
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Should the icc nnd wrmthcr unfortunately prevent the poMihiWy of 
return to Beocbey Island, tIll:: officer in command will remain at Port 
Duurlas tlutil till: I UtI! of Sept'::lUbcr. 

After that dule (1 0tl, of &:ptr:mbcr) he will repair to POll(l's nil)', 

anll examine it closr.ly (at Ike andoragc) for any vessel. steamer, or 
sailing: vcssd waiting there. and, if possible, leave rccortls of 8uch visit. 

Failiug w moot .with any of this Sql.U\drolJ, or the stc.nmer Benl out 
for relief, l,e will proceed to EllgluJld, reporting: I,is proceWings to the 
Secretary of the Admiralt.y. 

Shoultl he meet with any of Ute steamers on their way hither, he will 
requ~t to be towell to PortDundn~, there to {lwait my arrival, or until 
tlte 10th of S(~})tcmber, as above. 

Gi~R umler my luJ.mJ QIl lmard 1I.M.S. A66ilfallCl!,. 
fbi, 6th day qf July, 181)4, i" "'"ellill!lum 
lJ/ta1l1u:l. 

EDWARD TIELCllER. 

To aU CapttUlU and CommQnder~ dcitlg dl4ty at Beeclu.'JI IslOotld lJ..p6t. 

And in a Jetter of the 7th, the day following, thinking 
that Captain Kellett would illhabit tlle house on Beechey 
Island, I write :-" I herewith forward to you a docu~ 
mont for the guidance of the person who may find him~ 
self in command, should the' North Star' be driven out 
of the bay before my nrrival, a circumstnnce Dot of likely 
nocnrrcnce before the end of August next." 

On the 6th of July the' Pioneer' was again aftoat, and 
we succeeded in getting several revolutions out of tho 
shaft, which was supposed to be materially injured, and 
eventually she was reported to be "fit for active service." 



209 

CHAPTER VII. 

ThllW.-Pool~ or" Wntcr.-Crncks.- Finnl Prcparntions.-Ext1'llMs 
(roUl IJt:~Jlatdl.-Voluntecn to proceed to tIle' Assist.anoc.' -Effect 
of Titlcs.-Stak of the I ~.-Thollg-Lts Oll Flitling.- Evils of De­
tcntion.- WitJnlraw the CrClvlI.-ArrivlIl of tlle' l'hccnix' lind' Tal. 
oot.'-J<'iual In~tnlcttons .-T!lblct to M. llcllot.-Bccchey bland. 
- Navy )loltfll l!llct. - l,j,:vt:ky.- ArriH: nl. Cork. 

TnE ' Assistnnce' aud 'l'iollccr' werc now in all respects 

ready for sea at auy moment. the icc mlly afford oppor­

tunity. The thaw has worked so ropiUly during the 
lust ten days, that the Crystal Palace has not only va­
nished . but all the ground about it is entirely denuded of 
snow. My duties here being complete, preparations were 

made for my journey to Beechey Island, and full instruc­

tions, in tbc spirit of the preceding memorandllm, drawn 
up for the guidance of Commander Richards, under every 
imaginable difficulty. 

On the 12th of July, shortly after eight A.M., with a 
fresh breeze from east-south-east, and drizzling rain, our 

party, consisting of four sledges and two boats, accom­
pll.nied by Mr. Loney, Messrs. Narcs, Jenkins, Grove, 
and Pim, left the ship for Beeehey Island. The chro. 
nometers, under the special charge of Mr. Loney, were 

VOL .. JI. p 
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placed in the' Hamilton,' hut tbe jarring over tl10 rough 
ice induce,l me to trau:,\fcr them to the gig, which was 
sccured 0 11 one of our ncwly.constructcd sledges, adapted 

for this special service. 
With reference to the t.ravelling, alld state of the ice 

travelled ovcr, I find the following rough notes. }'irst, 
Its to the chances of the hrcak-uJl this 80380n. Tho fre­

quency of very extensive cracks, transverse to the Chan. 
nel, or running enst and west, seem to ofter hopes of a 
generu} disruption, as soon as the icc nhQut Decelle), Is­
land flffords a space for southerly motiOH. Next, th ('$t~ 

cracks, which in some illstance!:' Imd opc}l(:d t.o widths of 

fifteen amI sixteen feet, n~ndcrctl sleugc t.ravel very Prt'­

carious. Vust quantities of water, resulting from \:};.ten· 
sive thaws, overlaid the icc, prcsentillg allilost the appear­
ance of Jakes. In many illstollt~( :s very deep holes uc­
curred, but the general dept h of tlw worst that we tra­
velled over did Hot exceed fourteen inches. 'l'his tlept.h, 
to tllOse mnrching and dragging the i)ledges, ,ras U8/S(l1lwd 

as " hip-high ," to which limit. they ccrt,ainly wctt etl; but 

the crit.eri.on, from wllich my opinion is dedllced, is found­
ed on the fact that the bottoms of the lU1'gest sledges 
were not Illoro than fourteen illehcs in height, !llld the 
cargoes were not wet. One fact is worth II dozen us­
sertions. Knee-deep would he eighteen illChcs, aud 
hip-deep heavy wading. I know full well the depressillg 
el1:'ect of ten inches' water. and to overcome that, during 
several hours' heavy drag. is killing. Once wet, the 
greater part of a man's courage is damped; and for that 
day. or until he can obta.in a chal1ge Oll reaching his tent 
at night, his value at the drag-belt is to 8 considerable 



1854.] CllACKS BRIDGED BY FLOATING I CE. 211 

extent damaged. Yet for weeks this llas hef\n the con­
dition of those engaged. in the long journeys of the lutter 
part of the sen.<;ou. 

Sueh nre the ills, the difficulties, the weuring miseries 
entailed on those cngnged on this Arctic search. Far 
from their ship, they feel that life can only be preserved 
by Rueh continuous labour, such endurance, us we should 
hesitate. to inflict on the horse, if he cou/tt IJllstui'il it (?). 
Let any of the hardiest of Illy reudcrs try tllC cfrcct of 

this on his owo person for OliO day, under a tcmpcratUl'(! 
even of 2.1,°, or 8° below freezing, and say, does double 
pay compensate for t/,illN!I~ftvc or fl h7tndrt!d continuOU8 
dO!ls oj 81tch fatiglle! 

In some instances this surfaec watcr was secn to rush 
with considerable velocity to eseape by the fissures; but 
in others, where II scal-llole ollly offered its funnel shape, 
the vortex was highly dang<!rOllS to man or beast, aud at 
times attclldell with considerable 1I0isc. 

'rIte floe itself, at the fissures, appeared t.o maintain off 
shore a mean thickness of four foot, but seldom reached 
six or seven fcct . 

Between om two first tent.s, a distuncc of twenty geo­
graphical miles, the open cra.cks, exciting hopes of relief 
this senson, occurred at intervals of nearly each mile. 
These were fortunately bridged by icc at narrow points, 
selected by the officers in advance, or occasiona1ly fioat­
ing masses of sufficient bulk were brought up to bear 
the weight, and with our accumulated force each sledge 
was separately passed over at railway speed.J(. But for 
such chanoos we should have been compelled to unload 
and reload, ferrying our cargoes across, which would have 
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entailcd considernhlc delay. Fortunately we wcre thus 
aidc(lthroughollt our journey. 

Oll l'C!nc1ling the Scrgcullt's command at Haring Reo. 
dez\'Otls (Cn pc Bowden), I found that he and his !.lid had 
shot lOS dovekics, which, added to others shot lly Ill}' 

worthy cOlUvanions, Nares and Jenkins, en route, aftbrded 
our crews a comfortable addition to their rations, and 
also a supply for the ship. '1'wo sledges having d.cpositcd 
their r..argoes here, retllrned to the' Assistuncc.' 

At this depot we had now accllmulated sufficient ra· 
t.ioHc;, fnd, etc., to aid our elltin~ cJ'ews, shoulil llct:cssity 

impel thcm to seck this route. Allout. midnight 0 11 t.h(! 
Hith we ellkn!d Unioll DIlY, ",heJ'u we were imlHediately 
discovered frotH the 151llnd Statioll, lind a party of twenty 
men, forwunleu by Captllin Kellett to aid our men, joinc(l 
most opportunely, for they hud not been applied more 
than tell mill utes to dle drag-ropes of Ute gig when lwr 
sledge lH'oke down, and it was fouml Heeessary to drag 
her on her keel the relllaiuder of t.he journey. 

'Vhilst engaged on this duty, Mr. ,Icllkius, ever alive 
to his Juty , IIml cneourag·ing his men, received a vcry 
seyere squeeze hetween the boat and a piecc of icc, COIll· 

plctely crippling him for lUauy days. 
About two A.M., 011 entering tbe floc of Erebns find 

Tenor Bay, I was met by Captain Kellett, M 'Clurc, Pill. 
len , and ~«Clilltock, and very shortly after safely lodged 
in the depot enjoying the appellation of ' Northumbcrlund 
House.' Indeed, from the care and attention manifest in 

. all the preparations for my comfort by Captain Kellett 
and Pullen, I feel satisfied that I enjoyed myself infi. 
uitely more, and in my owu way, than if I had beeIl at 
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that instant ncar Charing Cross. A hot bath and rest 
relieved rue. Of sleep I will say nothing; but at my 
usual hour ] found myself at breakfast beside 8 very 
comfortable fire. 

Having now established my hend-quarters at North­
umberland Hou~, or, more strictly speaking, with my 
pendant ill my gig. for which purpose I brought with me 
her 0\\'11 crew, it may not perhap,; he amiss to explain 

that unless the ship to which a Captain helongs is pre­
Nellt, or represented hy one of hell boats, Il. question Illay 

arise us to the power of cOllll naud j and notwithstanding 
nIl precedents in Arctic service illdicalc this power to be 
carried from ship t.o ship in the event of aecidcut, it docs 
not unmistakably render it. a law of the service, to which 

persons inclillcd to stir lip discord nlfly huvc recourse. 
Measures wcre now adopted for meetiug every elller· 

gOIlCY, in the event of the suduclI appt:arnllcc of vCOIsds 

from England ; () ithcr fol' reoccupyillg or o.baHdonilig the 
vcsst:ls, as well as completing this deput, to alford relief 
to :my parties advnneillg, or even to subsist purt of our 
own crews, should I find it necessary to desputch the 
, North Star ' to Ellgluud at the earliest open water, re· 
maining behind myself to await the extrication of the 
, Assistance.' At prcsent such was my illtention, as may 
be gathered from my public despatch of the 15th of Au­
gust, 1854, written at a moment when I had determined 
to send Captain Kellett home in command of the' North 
Star.' 

Having in the previolls purt of my narrative given the 
greater portion, I shall merely add such cxtrncts 88 relate 
to my views np to that date. 
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.. I have thought fit to erect here, on a oommanding 

terrace in rear of this house, a substantial pillar, on which, 

stamped on leaden Illatcs, the names and particulars re­

Intivc to aU who have died in t.he mcceutioll of their duty 

in this Expedition are recorded ." 
,; At this present date no sign of open water cheers us, 

but I have the satisfaction of knowing that on the 6th 
H.M.S. Assistance and Pioneer were blown out. The 

latter grounded , and the engines eOllld not be worked. 

She was soon got ufloat, and my communication, dated 
t.lm~f.' A.M. on the lOth, from Commander Riehard~, places 

the ship IlCllr Cape GrinnclJ, not far from the spot where 

the gallant Bellot met his untimely end." 

"Considering that our northern and westcru searches 

have now terminated, J cannot but rr.vert to tin: mat.ters 

involved in this service entrusted to my direction. Al­

though it was clearly eXlllailled, indeed most emphat.ically 
enjoined on me, thnt the discovery of new Irmd had no 

part in my proposed duties, tlllt the most rigorous and 
extended search for tf3CC~ of t.he missing :Expedition wa!-: 
alone to occupy my mimI; still, the Olle allject, in the re­

gion more particularly visited. by me, could not be satis­

factorily executed without the lubel of tmth itllJlresscd 
ou its every feature." 

"With both views before me, the colUlllllllders of par­

ties were directed to make straight courses to the utmost 
extent of travel from point to point, so far as provision 
would sustain them forward and back." 

"On the homeward journey, they, with . lighter loads, 

bad time to review eligible lines of re-search, and the 

orders given to the return commissariat slcdges filled lip 
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a.ll minor gaps, unt.il the whole bore the appearance, at 
lcru;t, of a st.rict survey." 

" Hut secondury to these main instructions was the 
effort to trace any communication with t.he ships under 
Captain Collinson\; command, and to deposit auequatc 
supplies to aid. them, ill retreat, at the lUost eligible posi. 
tions. " 

"That our efforts bave entirely ftl ilcd in 0111' first anel 
most exciting search rest.!; mailily. I Ldicve, Ull the COlt ­

vic/ion that t,hc ' ,El'cbus' aud ''f~'rror' did not advance 

westerly, or llorthCJ'ly, beyond Bccehl:'J Island ; Ilud it is u. 
matter of 110 common importallce to Illy mind, nud ad­
verse to :wy i1Jielllim/' of a lIUl't,\Wl'll movtmcut, that not 
one single rl'/i"Ue trace of ,Jet.ac1wd sporting parties hus 
l)cell ilJl;t wit.h 1JOrI/Wrly. .Dut., OIl t.he other hand, emil· 

f"'r<,!, at. poillts wilen! we ShOldd llat.urally t~Xpcct explorers 
would he :lvcrsc to procceJ , llUllllTUnS traces of tempo­

!'Ilry sojourn aboulld, lilta!, ill my mind, t.o allY idea of 
fur ther wcstern discovcry, nIHI specially ill the direction 
of Wcllillgton ClwIIHI.:I. " 

" I admit, HO\\" tlwt we IoWl/) that 1Il.1vih'1lLlc dJaIJJlds 

exist 011 eitllCr sides oi Baillie J lutlliJtoll and Dundas 
Islundg, that it was Hot uJluatuml t.o suppose that the 
ships might hu\'c escaped westerly hy LltHt route; uut, 
speaking as IL surveyor, or us 11 si;uple navigotor, hud I 

t.ravclled from bellee to the heights of Cape Osborn, or, 

further north, to C~pe Hogarth, alld beheld from thCIICC, 
us I have done on the latter, and near the former, the 
clear panoramic view of Wellillgtou Channel, I would 
not have deemed the Quecll'~ Channel of sufficient iru· 

portsncc to risk my ves8clll/or mrploratiotl, nor of equal 



216 CAPTAIN COLLINSON'S RELIEF CERTAI N. [A'ltgust, 

value to the Byam Martin Strait, easier of approach, and, 
for every object attainable, more Slecure than tbe course 
by the Wellington Channel." 

« I saw 110 fcntures from tke eastern shores to warrant 

uny passagc, liar is it fllir to judge, from tbe very extra­
ordinary season of 1852, that successive years would o.c­
ford similar facility. When H.1\'1.S. Assistance escapes 
out of 'V ellington Chanllcl, then I ll1uy bc able to make 
further remarks ; but this I know, that 1853 and 1854 

offered no invitations to the judiciuus navigator to try 
his chancc late iii the SClIS0H, IlIt:n:ly perlmps to enter 
the gf(~nt bay WhCr(1 the < Assistance' spent her dreury 

winter." 
" My impression still clings to the escape out of I. .. aH­

caster Souud, or to a fat.a! issue off Cape Hiley, and that 
traces, if ever discovered, must be sought from the 'Es­
qllimauK of the southerll land (Cape CockLurn)." 

" Having thus dismissed our disappoinU'.t.i. hOJl{~s '01' 
traces where we have sought in VUill , 1 arrive at t.he dis­
covery of the position of .lLI\f.S. Jnv«::;tigator and the 
presellt safety of her Captain and <:few." 

" However anxious I mlly be for a similar result to 
Captain Collinson and party. still I am thankful that. the 
records place him in a region free from the perils of 
Arctic ice, in which Captain M'Cluro considers no ship 
could endlltc. He had, at the lutest uccount, two modes 
of escape, one by the road he came, the other-on which 
I place but little reliance, on account of it~ difficulties­
by the land journey to some of the Hudson nay posts; 
unless indeed he met Dr. Hne, in which case competent 
~uidC8 would .materially ulter the face of his difficulties," 
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« But I have not been unmindful of every course 
which he might adopt: the :Melville I sland chain is com­
plete and UdCfjl13t.cly stored ; Il t Cape Bunny, should he 
take up the Peel St.rnit, he will find supplies, Ilnd notices 
where to find morc ; at Port Leopold the house is not fit 
to shelter his people, but I think the materials for sus­
taining life arc 1I0t wUlItillg." 

" Here, the house, the position of the provisiolts, fuel , 
und storcs, c,tfel' t he ltOlllC provic]cd for Sir .follll l l'ra llk. 

Iill, allJ where possibly I. lHay yet ilavc to prove that 
IIllothel' winter CUll he endured." 

"Until thE! ItJOnth at' Septemher is half cxpcud(~d I 
shall, if dctll illl:cl here, ~I ill clillg to the hopo of his join­
ing liB, alll) of the urrival of ~tc:allwrs ac.lt:ljuatc to our 

llCl.~tl ill conveying so Illall} persons ill our country with­
out. thc risk of (HW hottom." 

"AIIf/lIst 2J, 18a-l .. ~Opell writer in every direction. 
The nOIl-UppClll'allCi) or ll .!d .S. Assistall C(~ , !Iud the opi­
nion here, that J ought to decide on the spot as to her 
fu ture tilte, cOIllpds me to close. H Captain K ellett 

sllOultl he blown a li t ill 11.i\I.S. Nort.h Star lllllI rcach 
England , I lIIust reler to him fo r Illy latest intentiolls." 

Sneil were thell my feelings on the 21st of August, 
and, unless pressed at that date l,y that sercw-gcllcrnl 
opinion, I did 1I0t intend to have (Iui lted Illy post uutil 
the 20th, intending fi rst to !curu the nature of my ncw 
Instructions, and theu decide. ] t is imlllaterial to no­

tice what were the arguments or opinions advanced, as 
the decision at which I arrived would render lUe alone 
responsible. 

I ~l1adc up my lIIiod to proceed to the shit), taking 
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with me a ~\lite of OfliCCfS, of constitutions competent. 

to withstand the possihility of heing detained nnothcl' 

winter, hut not to be left unless it appeared probable 
tlmt, in the ordinary course of Itatufc, die ' Assistance' 

might drift out of J~aJtcastcr SOlwd. I had not the mosl. 

remote intention of ll.1terillg my dC8ign of securing the 

j'cturn of the clttire crews to linglund this seaSOIl, unless 

something in my cxpcctctl orders should change this 

,Ictcflflinntion. 
At the latest moment 1 bclic"l~d that the im.: wns fast 

lm:al.. illg up in Weilingt.oll ChOl md, (lull for t.he last 
few days I Imd open hourly c:\l.i'ceting the report frOIl! 

t he summit of B(!cchcy lshmti, where n COlH,tallt watch 

was maintained', that the' Assistance' was ill sigh t; hut 

the result satisfies me that IlO rcliahle jUtig lllCll t CUll be 

formcd, hy ally persons nl. Becchcy hbnd, of what goes 

011 beyond fiftcen miles fl'olll it, lllll.J. thereforc I reject 

t.he ndlUi5sibility of :wy opiuiuns formed by those who 
did not accumpuny me. 

Tn justiuc to the olliccrs who "oluntcercci 1 will WHIlC 

t.h (;Jl1 :- Conuuuodcr 1\1 'Clilltoek; r.h. RoberL C. Scott, 

Assistullt-Surgcon; Mr. Court: Ad ing-.l\'lastcr (Inv (~s ti­
gator) ; and Mr. J enkins, Mate (North Star). These 

gentlemen volunteered for llny service which J might 
direct. Dr. Domvillu al so voIUJl teOr(:d, but I consiuercd 
his duties required that he should accompany thc crew 

of the' Resolute.' 

Every precaution huving been aoopted t.o meet tile 
chances of the ' North Star' IJeing blown out, and Dr. 

Lyall having accompanied me for meuical surveys, our 

part.y emharked in my gig at clcvt:n A.M. on the 23.rd of 
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August, and after a very heavy pull, rcnchcd Point Innes 
in four hours, and a.'! the boat, so heavily encumbered, 
roade indifferent progress, the supernumeraries VO!UII­

teered to march forward to Cape Bowden. 
Moving forward with the gig, accompanied by Dr. 

Lyall, we reached the floc edge ahout eight miles to tJle 
southward of Daring Rendezvous, !llld with five hands, 
the Surgeon, and myself, we commenced dragging the 
gig over t.he floc. ·We wcre ultimately assisted by Mr. 
Court, the Sergeant, and one lllUll ; but t.he work was 
attended wit.h great labour, and we did not. reach the 
Rcndezvolls until eight "1>.M. Not.ice hau ber:u prc\·iously 
forwarded hy ex press cOllrier to the' AssistanCA),' direct. 
ing 11 party to be advanced to mcct uw, and int.clligcltcc 
of their npproneh reaching: me at: eight A.1\[. t.he following 
morning, I sent to stop them \lJltil we cllmc 111', by whieh 
means much labour WH~ saved. After n total interval uf 
thirty-seven hours, I was again ill cOlllmand 011 board 
the ' Assist.ance .· 

During this journey I saw denrly, that. without n 
heavy gale, and prohahly n fatal result to the vessels, not. 
thc relUotest chance of their extncutioH offered this sell­
son in time to reach England. 

But Illy rca~ons probably had a sonnuel' foundation; 
indeed I do not imagim! were even thought of by those 
around me. The question, in my mind, was dependcut 
on the tides; and I had well proved, by experiments con­
ducted at Beechey Island, Cape Bowden, and t.hc Intc 
Winter Quarters, that the flood coursc did not run from 
Lancaster Sound through Wellington and the Queen's 
Channel, but dInt t.he nOli.hern flood from tIll) Arctic 
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Oecn.n l1U·t that. frolll Lancaster Sonnd, as nearly as I 
could detcnnine, at. Cnpc Bowden, and much in the same 
mnllllcr as the Channel und North Sea tides meet about 
Dover. J Ienee it was clear, to my miud, that without II. 

great effort of Nature to clear away the ice "llOrt/U'TI!J 
RS well fl S /loltllt1~rl!J of that paml.lf'l, nutngollistic for<~cs 

must conti nile t.o C01llprt.'[<8 any loose floes toget.her, lind 
pc/fuel 0. solid barrier ill that, the narrowest, portiol! uf 
" Tellington Chfmncl. 

Suell had heen c1enrly NlI.tnrc's operat.ioll duri" g the 
intervul wh ich had dapSI~tl ~ illce I travelled oYer this 
flot~; ('vcry t!·"ck had bel:n pJ'c.'l:.¥crl /wl/1c-CI!III('lIled 

11r('/l/', ull a so far IHHI winter eOllllllel\et;d , timl. tlw pouls, 
resultillg from late tllllWS, Weft' covcred wit.h iCl! of such 
thick-uess as to hear the weight of men ami hont. 

In Illy llOl.es I ohscJ"ve ;-" Over an ex panse of twenty. 
four miles these crack!. hnd oecllrred in as mallY intervals; 
hut now OlJe solid "Lun ier, el:IIJt:llted ill IIlitTly vInce!) hy 
young iep, ami where pools o/·ellrreu Oil t.he f1 uc, so hardly 

frozen as to bear both mell IHIlI sledg(~. lcft hilt little hope 
of l"clease llll t. il to() lal.e ill the season to aflord allY pro­
(.;pect of reaching Ut~cdwy lslulul t.his year. AmI it was 
st.ill a doubtful qut~st ioll , if thig banic}" should he shivcred 
by any cOlUpetent cfil)rt of Nuture (such uS t1mt which 
ovcl'Whchucd poor Bollot lust. year), if our vessels could. 
survive the inevitable l)rcssure to which they would be 
subjected. 

Looking to the present positions of the 'Assistance' 
and 'lliollccr: 011 the npllcr portion of the chauncl, now 
completely barred to the sout.hward, I found that the 
motions of the northern t.ides allowed of 11 play of forty 
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feet 011 the fis\)urc inlo which they hud been warped; 

Lilt the direction of t.hili fi ssure wag rother incl ined to 
t.he chord of the bay oft' which they wcre fixed, anu it 

terminated ml it approached the ~ouj hcrn point. 'l'hig 
motion subjected the vessels to nips, which had already 
CruclUl'ed the docks cut for them, and caused them to 

heel occasionally, at ulle t ime not. without dallgcl' ; hut 
Ut(: most t.roublesome piece eventually slipjlcd under, and 

the 1l1fUttillg floes left them, uutil so me lIew \Iist.nrhance, 

temporarily secure; such however was t.he tllickness of 

the surrounding ice (slwcn feet), t hilt any decider( nip kit. 
110 hope of saving the" vessels : it was too l'itubbofn to 
heml or break. 

1 had flllly discllssed all these subjects wit.h thO!~c 

flllalified to aid me, and lin adverse opillion to Illy 0\\" \1 

"':IS in the remotest degree offered ; i!1\;rc Wl;rc 1I 01l\ ~ 

preseut who sought to hecome JUart.YL'lo;, lIOV wel'e ally 

incliued to make show of feelings by which t.ll\:y were 
not actuated. lll{1ced I feel it nlLllost ueedl{~ss to remark, 
t.lmt whatever opinions might have hccn tendered, they 
would lJevcr have hem1 advanced by me to shield me 

frolll that r(:spollsibility which belonged atone to the. 
COUlmander of' this Expedition. 

'Vcighing fully the chances.anu the apparent impossi. 
hility of any disruption of the ice, without u. similar gale 
to thut of the 18th of August last year-that period also 
having pusscd j the dUllger if it did recur ; the lateness 
of tbe season, with unmistakable symptoms of early 
winter; and the difficulties which further hesittltioll 
might entail,- I decided that I should best fulfil Illy 
pledge to their Lordships, and my duty to my country. 
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as weD as to the crews under my command (for none 
volunteered to remain out), by withdrawing them, and 
proceeding to the' North Star.' Confident I am that 
those vessels would cease to float before the autumn 
gales conclude; and from what I saw, and with the habit 
of judging on all sueb mutter!!, as this narrative will 
evince, much more sanguinely than those associated with 

me, no hope of their southern drift can be entertuined, 
-ami for these reasons :-wo know of no southom drift; 
we have never ex perienced northern gales; we do possess 
facts to IJfOVC the reverse; portions of the' Dl'cadlllbanc' 
reached our Winter Quarters, nt,d t.hat without a flute,' 

that disaster, hcaring date the 21st. of August, occurring 
throl) days after the gale whieh disturbed the ice .of thi~ 
Channel. 

By those only who have devoted their t.ime and ~n­

terest even t.o the merest tub that swims, and has been 
constituted a hOlllC, can our feelings be appreciated. It 
becomes the child of our adoption, the only object in 
these remote regions on which we lavish all our aRee­
tions! After the excited hopes formed by our puny ex­
perience at Beechey Island of the then deemed certain 
rescue of the craft that would carry us home in compara­
tive luxury, bow dreadfully were we disappointed ! and 
prepared as we were by months of anticipation, the pre­
paration for parting was not effected so rapidly as ima­
gined. Indeed, when ihe order issued "to prepare to 
fiit," the efforts to save property only t.hen appeared to 
have awakened us to the reality of the losses we were 

doomed to suffer. Notwithstanding the repeated sledge 
journeys, mainly, it is true, laden with instruments and 
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other public property, much that could not now be cllrried 
lllUst remain to he ~acri{jccd. 

Mony puiuful thoughts forced themselves llpon m)' at· 
tention j hut the duty. severe flS it was, must be ex<:. 
cuted. Nevertheless, all rcfledion, it was con8oling hi 
feel that t.he specific objects of the I';xpcliition, as fur ail 

the powers of our crow were conccfllcd, had been carried 
to t.he cxt.remc houllils of r('w<tm. 

1 nUl aware that 1 llilvc t.he credit of eXllcting from 

those who Ul'C associated wif.h me the full nmount of 

lauour which my (lWll frame, impelled by the customary 
excitellll'nt of" COlllUHl)ld," coulll endure. Hut, regard. 
ing the particular RCl'vicc all which we Ilrc cngllged, 

] cannot. imagine it possible that any duty would be 

deemed onerous, o"en if it hazarded lil( ~ 01' limb; and it 
"ffords lIIC great sati!>factioll here to express tilat in every 
instanc,t: where selection has heen made, 1 have heen fully 
alld ahly ~upportecJ., und most especially by Illy energetic 
Sl"Cond. Communder Richards. 

Our mission was not dirceted to thc discovery of new 
lands, or of the North-west l>assage. It. wus simply to 
search for truces of our mis~ing count.rymen "on reason­
able and reliable sources;" not to push, for selfish ends, 
on lines of coast where 110 reasonable hope could exist or 
seemed to promise, nor by 0. desire of making a show 
on paper of exteuded discovery, to undermine the consti­
tutions of my men, who might yet be doomed to endure 
another winter in this trying, desolate region. 

This latter subject, too, was oue which was pregnant 
with evil! So long, as a fnir and exciting object could 
be entertained. demanding even the most intense exer-



224 Jo:VTl .8 Of' DETl:NTTON . [August. 

tion as well n.q privr:.tion, the spirits and high courage of 
our energetic men were casily maintained, and I feared 
not the clltIllCCS of diseuse. But one 8cnson had now 
passed simply in the labour of cxtrir,uting ourselves. 
Another, sickened by failure, or even protrncted delay, 
would cast a damp which could only be comprehended 
by those concerned. The qum;tion na.turnlly resulting to 
the officer in command would be one simply of judgment . 
Is the sacrifice of lift~ to he weighed against the loss of 
timber, which, jf returned to England, as all previous ex­
perience has shown, is of no further value us n sailing­
vessel, bnt simply to b~ sold "to'hrcak up" ? 

If t.he vessels had been ext.ricated last season, the 
'North Star' alone would have earned to England t.he 
crew of the' Investigator ' amI invalids of the Squadron. 
Rumour, to suit some intcrcsh~d purpo~c, had given out 
my intention to return to Englund, but nothing contained 
in my letters or despatches to Government warranted 
such nn 1\sscrtioll. 'fhe mCllsures contemplated would 
have placed t.he different vessels in ports along the west­
ern side of Baffin's Bay, from whence it was intended to 
make inland journey~ in spring, in order to communicate 
with the natives, and endeavour to learn from them 
whether they had seen the vessels 8tlil 01lt of Lancaster 

Sound, or whether lWy distressed individuals had been 
encountered on that shore, setting at rest the rumours 
which were obtained from the Pond's Bay tribe in 184Q. 

On the full moon of the 25th of August, at six A.M., 

the crew of the' Assistance' allotted to the cutters and 
a life-boat belonging to the' Pioneer' were assembled in 
travelling order on the floe. The decks had been cleanly 
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swept, the csbins put in order, and, accompanied by 
Commander Richards, . the ship fully inspected; the 
hatchways were already securely caulked down, leaving 
only the small aperture to my cabin. The colours, pen· 
dant, and Jack were so secured that they might be 
deemed " natled to the mast," and the last tapping of the 
caulker's mallet at my companion hatch found an echo 
on mUDY a heart, as if we had encoffined some cherished 
object. Accompanied by Commander Richards, we si. 
lently pussed over the sidc,--no cbeers, indeed no sounds 
escaped, our hearts were too full ! Turning our backs 
upon OUf ships, we pUll;ucd our cheerless route over the 
floc, leaving behin~ our home, and secking. for aught 
we kllew, merely the change to the depot at Beechey 
Island. 

My own sledge crew carried me rapidly to Cape Bow­
den, when, after a rest, the gig was immediately pushed 
forward to the floe-edge, and in twent.y-five hours from 
the period of quitting, I again became the tenant of 
Northumberland House. 

The remainder of the erew, under Commander Ricb~ 
ards, experienced heavy labour drugging the boats over 
the ice. and eventnally, having left behind on the floe a 
great quantity of luggage. reached about twelve hours 
later, not however without leaving behind a party of 
eighteen men, which the boats could not carry. and who 
were compelled to travel to Cape Innes by land. 

During my absence matters had been so far expedited 
by Captain Kellett, that about noon on the 26th of Au­
gust the ho,*, was l~. and sealed, complete with every 
kind of 8UP~ for ilh.ty men for one yeBr. Witbill, in a 
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powder.case, every necessary document and information 
was secured. Behind the house, in the pillar erected to 
the memory of all who had died on this Expedition, fur. 
ther information was deposited. 

'rhe crews of the' Assistance,' , Resolute,' and ' Inves· 
tigator' were now embarked together on board the 
'North Star,' and some of our boats being yet absent, 
we slipped our hawsers aud made sail westerly to meet 
them. 

It was about this period last year that H.M.S. Phcenix 
quitted for England. Some doubt.f\d her escape from the 
icc in Lancaster Bounu., and the prevailing " pressure 
from without" was, that we had no ~_illlC to spare. What 
my own feelings were ean be readily imagined, when I 
found myself with officers and crews crammed together 
on the chance of one frail bark. 

Some, it is true, had been four winters in the ice; but 
I consider that the sledge crews of our Squadron were 
infinitely weaker in constitution. Buch then being ollr 
preparation to hnzard the buffeting of Baffin's Bay, we 
had fairly taken our departure. The day was cold and 
gloomy, attended with snow and haze, and I had just 
taken possession of my cabin, when .f a steamer towing 
a barque" wus reported in the direction of Cape Riley. 
They proved to be the ' Phwnix' and • Talbot,' with fur­
ther supplies, and Instructions from the Admiralty. Most 
fortunately they reached at this moment, as a few hours ' 
later we should probably bave missed them, my determi. 
nation, then taken, being to make for Port Leopold and 
the southern shore, and hauling across from Admiralty 
Inlet, ·to visit Port DUlldas •. 
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It will now be necessary for me to allude specifically 
to the Instructions sent to me by the Lords Commis­
sioners of the Admiralty, No. III., Vol. I., page 9. 

In the second paragraph their Lordships direct my 
special attention to the withdrawal at once of the whole 
force now employed in the search of Sir J. Franklin; 
they refrain from issuing any positive Instructions of 
how I am to act, or what steps to take, as they must de­
pend on the knowledge I possessed. 

'l'he third paragraph :-(1., "The crews of the' Enter­
prise' and' Investigator,' if at Banks' Land, to be with. 
drawn." I rend those pdcrs as explicit, had I not taken 
tllat step (at this 1st{ period of the senson impossible), 
to abandon the' Resolute.' " If flny trace has been dis­
covered, at uny further lIe(lrch sllOuld be deemed feas· 
ib.lc, then 1 may consult the Seniors of Hcr Majesty's 
Ships on the question offitrther search." No snell case 

nrosc. 11heir Lordships anticipated the impossihility of 
abandoning the' Resolute' this scason; but thaI I had 
remedied by my decision, and it was only undcr the hn· 
pOIJIJibilit!l that she wns to rerullin. 

The paragraph relating to Captain Collinson I bad 
dear1y met by all my arrangements, and I deemed it, 
under the information I possessed, injudicious to leave a 
vessel at Beechey Island. 

Their Lordships finally acqunint me, that their !lreat 
object is to recall, with the leaat possible delay, the whole 
of thc" '''ips or creUJ8 so employed, if .t can be done; if 
Itot po8sible to do 80, they leave it to my judgment to do 
tha.t which appears to me necessary, adding, .. All their 
Lordships can :do is to confide in your judgment; and 

Q2 
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they lluthorize you to take such steps, and give 8uch 
orders, and to make such exchanges of officers and roen , 
as you may deem necessary for carrying their wishes 
into effect." 

Thus it will be manifest to my readers that the most 
full and complete powers here assigned to me had been 
contemplated and carried out before their amvaJ, simply 
because my communications, from the moment of no~ 
ruination to this command, all indicated a precise duty, 
-first, to command and prosecute whilst 8elt/nble hope 
remained: next , not to drive on helter-skelter to pur­
sue discovery; next, to determine when, or where, fur­
ther search was to cease; and, tinnily, not to hesitate in 
abandoning the vessels, when I considered that step was 
prudent. 

But, upon the matter of abandonment, my orders are 
explicit, merely the withdrawal of crews (' Investigator' 
exccpted), leaving the vessels in n condition to be re-oc­
cttpied, should any part of my Instructions warrant such 
an injudicious step, For myse1f, foresceing difficulty as 
to command, if I abandoned, I brought my gig with my 
pendant, dating nil orders from her, and ('.onsidering my­
self simply "on duty until the further pleasure of my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty should be made 
known," 

By the arrival of these vessels, I was enabled to land 
8 few more provisions, clothing, and four boats, which, 
with the' Mary' yacht, left by Sir John IWss, would aid 
any party arriving to reach Pond's Bay, 

In my despatcb to their Lordships I observe :-" .. 
trust,from the contents of my previoU1! despatches, that 
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it will be manifest to their Lord:ships that I could not 
entertain any idea of leaving behind any vessel, officer, or 
crew here, to prosecute a duty, I trust, complete, but on 
which our united force and well-trained officers bud pro­
secuted their researches to the extreme to. which human 
endurance could be carried; nor could I possibly frame 
orders, or, in my then condition, select any officer to caiTY 
them into effect, without some definite Instruction as to 
the service for whick he was to be employed, inasmuch 
as the only objects to which my attention was directed 
were, "search for Sir John Franklin, and relief to Cap­
tain Collinson, if not h,lrd 0/." 

" But I trust th~ter hus ulready reached a place of 
safety, and that relief from England, taking into consi. 
deration the caches laid out, will, \Ulder a very. mature 
consideration of the whole circulIlstance!!, be bettcr ar­
ranged by a steamer direct from England, under a 
proper officer, fully in time to meet any exigency, and 
unshackled by towing transports." 

In the discussion of these mutters in England it reads 
very simple, that particular provision is to be made, that 
stores have heen forwarded, and that officers and men 
arc to be left out to carry forward auy service which 
lllily appear to Ole to he called for j inueeu coulidcutial 
letters, which were but mere trnps on which I was to 
wreck myself, boldly urged the prosecution of rash un­
considered adventures adverse to my Instructions. 

All these matters might have perplexed, but certainly 
did not change, my mind; moreover, I was unable to 

.traCe amongst 80y 0' my qualified 88soci8teS any incli­
nation for Quix.otism. By the first intention of my In-
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structions, a steamer and one sailing vessel might remain 
behind. 'fhis clearly indicated onc of the tenders, and 
possibly the " rillbot,' but, if taken literally, then the 
' })hrenix' Ilnd 'Talbot,' reducing the conveyance of the 
assembled crews again to the' North Stnr.' This was 
clearly injudicious, and not to be entertained. ']1he three 

vessels were not adequate to properly accommodate and 
provide water for the crews. 

The forwarding of stores, excepting for deposit at 
Beechey Island, it has already been observed, could not 
relieve any parties detained to the westward of that po­
sition, except by a steamer ad~lIcillg this autumn, if 
tlu~ ice should op&n, or by a COIJtpffiJ.'!-i aledge force next 
sprin g_ If I left a small crew behind, no such c(Jlllpeftmt 

f orce would be available. 
Again, as to the selection of officers. 'fhosc who 

hud been fully tested, and were known to be cRllable 
of carrying out my views in their truc intent and in 
conformity with my confidential Instructions, lllust be 
sought amongst the volunteers of my own particular 
set. Here again I must be guided by the opinions of 
medical men; and, ns I have mentioned in my de~ 

sputches, the selection would have fallen on Commander 
l\{'Clintm:k. He, by conference in March, had been 
made fully acquainted with all that was necossary; he 
was the oldest practical Arctic officer; and I had full con­
fidence that his appointment would be most satisfactory. 
not only to those around me, but also to their Lordships. 

Such then being the condition in which we were 
found by the r Phrenix,' I have not, even in my public 

deflpatcltes, in the remotest manner alluded to matters 
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which seemed to have made more impression on the 
minds of those around than they did on me. 

This was the report of Captain Inglefield and his Ice­
master on the .state of the ice in Baffin's Bay and mouth 
of Lancaster Sound, or, in plain terms, the doubt of the 
vessel passing out of Lane tel' ound and clearing 
the ice of Baffin's Bay without encountering very heavy 
difficulties; indeed, it appeared to be mere matter of 
chance, from the various dangers into which the 'Phoo­
nix' and "l'albot' had b en driven (by Captain Ingle­
field's public letter), that they had been rescued from 

1 

disaster from which Ie could not have r lieved them, 
and that their mi ion to u would, in such ca e, have 
proved entirely abortive. 

It required no argument with me to determine what 
my duty was; unfortunately time was not available to 
carry out what the service prescribed. I had but one 
teamer, and that vessel must accompany and aid the 

sailing vessels until clear of the ice of Baffin's Bay, othor­
wise I should have sent an officer and crew into the 
'Talbot' to take home direct the crew of tho 'Investi­
gator;' as in the event of accident to them, I had heard 
enough from those around me to feel that such a topic 
would not fail to be worked with powerful effect to my 
annoyance. . 

The landing of boats and further additions to the 
depot entailing some delay, the vessels were made fast 
to the floo; I therefore took advantage of this detention 
to affix to our cenotaph a marble tablet to the memory 
of Monsieur Bellot, brought out by the 'Phrenix.' This 
tabl t had been executed for Mr. BalTow, of the dmi-



282 QUIT BEE(JHEY ISLAND. 

ralty, in token of his esteem for this gallant volunteer, 
and was finished barely in time to go out by the 'Phro­
nix;' his wish was to have it placed as near the spot of 
the fatal disnster as convenient; but I trust that the posi­
tion, in the company of our other doccascd members of 
the Expedition, may not be deemed inappropriate. Hav­
ing assembled the officers in command, 'and drawn up 
the Marines of the' Phcenix' in front of the pillar, the 
cllstomary compliment of three volleys, .due to an officer 
of his rank, was paid at the moment of completion. 

I will conclude this piece of service by the extmct 
from my public despatch. 

" These matters arranged. fresh notices added to those 
ill the Depot House (well sccured in a powder case), fir. 
tc.cn tons of coal placed ready at the house (brought from 
Cape Riley, where it had boon landed with provisions 
from < Breadalbanc'), one excellent patent cooking-range, 
adapted for seventy or one hundred men, in complete 
order under a temporary kitchen, a g~d stove within, 
and indeed every comfort which I could cxpect for my­
self had I wintered at this island, all of which ha.d occu­
pied the constant attention of Captain Kellett and myself 
for the last three months, I directed Captain Inglefield 
to receive Captain Kellett and my~elf, with my gig-crew 
and retinue, on board H.M.S. Pboonix; and portions of 
t~e crews of the other vessels of my Squadron having 
been distributed on board the' N arth Star' and ' Talbot,' 
we again cast off from the floe, shaping a course far Port 
Leopold." . 

At that position I intended, if possible. to land, make 
good the deficiencies, and leave a boat. and records; but 
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'in this I was disappointed, the fioe barring 8 nearer ap­
proach than fifteen or twenty miles from the nearest part 
of the island. 

This forcibly brought to my mind the utter fallacy of 
any opinions formed on ice matters, and morc especially 
as to the distance of open water, so constantly asserted 
to be viewed from elevated positions. Some had vell· 

tured to see up Barrow Strait, and that open water ex­
tended ' from Beechey Island to the southern coast. 

But leaving opinion to its fatc, what was the fact ? 
Until we reached one hour's run with vessels in tow, the 
floe-edge was not disc(wcred from the crow's-llest,-and 
how distant? Cerv.,illly not jive miles! That icc would 
not permit Barrow Strait to he relieved until it drifted 
away . . Arc we ent.itled, after such a glaring fact beforc 
us, to attach any credit to imagination, or that Barrow's 
Strait, at the timc we left, exhibited any ground for hope 
that the iee would rush out and deliver to us the vessels 
OIl which our thoughts were so anxiously bent? 

Giving up aU further idea here, and impressed with 
the probability of another severe and early winter, my 
thoughts led rue to seck Port Dundas; not indeed to risk 
the remains of our Squadron, but to communicate by 
bOfl.t with the natives,. and ascertain, if possible, wbetlter 
they had ever seen the ' Erebus' or ''l'error' sail up or 
down. Further, I had been given to understand that 
BOrne one on board the 'Phcenix' had recognized the 
natives .M belonging to the Pond's Bay tribe, and, under 
my original interest in the story rai!led by them ilt 1849, 
I was most anxious to probe thil! matter lUore deeply ; 
and as ,they had fdnnd ft purchaser for onc of the records 
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stolen from Cape Wa.rrend~r. it occurred to me that if 
they possessed other papers, I might, by the expendi­
ture of some trivial stores, particularly of timber, obtain 
aU that they possessed, and amongst them possibly find 
some clue to the fate of our missing countrymen. Most 
certainly I was prepared to go further, and, should their 
information lead to any infercllct: of unfair measures on 
the southern coast, udopt, perhaps, ycry strong measures 

to completely ClU'ry out my duty. 
On entering Croker Bay, all these matters received a 

serious check hy the ioe having closed in upon the land; 
and taking into r.on . .,itleration th~reports of the ice be­
setting the mouth of Lancaster So.und, I determined 
to seek the only outlet which the experience of former 
Arctic navigators pointed out us likely to be available. 
Each had experienced a strong current setting cas terly 
along tho southern side of the Strait, and the 'En~r­
prise' had, during un adverse gnle blowing up the Strait, 
been drifted forty miles to windward in twenty-four 
hours. 'rhis fad clearly indicated to my mind the CUUSe 

of the icc now pressing on the northern coast. It was 
simply the eddy of that great current, caused, in all pro­
bability, by ice abutting about Cape Warrender and ex­
tending thence into Baffin's Bay. 

I immediately decided on following up the tail of this 
ice and rounding it. In this decision the Ice-master and 
others did not coincide with me, it is true ; but they had 
not studied these matters, and had no reasons to give. 
As we"reached the Bouthern cdge. I clearly saw indica­
tions of an opening; and the Ice-master. at length wa­
vering. hailed from the-crow's-nest, "If you intend, Sir. 
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to take the ice, we may as well try it at once." Such 
was my decision: I felt certain of SUcoeS8; I even offered 

a nominal bet that' before night we should be clear of 
ice. So it proved. 

I then determined on visiting the depOt at Navy 
Board Inlet, and running in between the Wollaston 
Islands, anchored oft' the placc, rather in SCHut water. 
'l'he provisions hnd been plundered by the natives. 'fho 
scene of mischief and wanton spoliation could only be 
appreciated by those who witnessed the remnants of an 

immense supply of human food, cask·staves, hoops, Lags, 
preserved U#eat tins, t01acoo, flou r, boots, nnd every ima. 
ginable necessary for Arctic service. But what appeared 

to me most extraordinary was the peculi!!r mode of destruc­
t.jon,-such as preserved meat tins cut longitudillully, 

nnd the coal bags even, as they wert~ detached separately 
from their icc-bound cementatioll, also treated in a simi­

Jur mallller . It occurred to more than aile spectator 

that there was great method in this general destruction, 

and that each bag lUust have been cut at the moment it 

was deposited, or bow could the ¥ndf!rl!Jing bags be so 
treated? 'rhe ' Phrenix' had previously taken on board 

nearly all the servicca.ble provision and tobacco; the ooal, 

therefore, being useless to ot.hers and illlportant to the 

servioe, was embarked, and measures adopted for com­

pleting water. 
Our detention here, all the vessels huving anchored 

too near the shore, had nearly proved disastrous. A 

strong breeze set in, they drove, and but for the aid of 
steam, I much doubt if they would now exist. But the 

only matter of interest occurred in the attempt to as~ist 
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the' North Star:' she had, on her fonner visit in 1850, 
parted her cable, leaving au anchor behind j during the 
process of aiding her, on pa.rting a ~cond time, on this 
visit, her warps fouled the lost anchor, which was reco­
vered and substituted. 

Eventually, we succeeded in extricating the vessels, 
nnd steered for Pond's Bay, oft' which, not choosing to 
incur further risk, I left the sailing vessels, and stellmed 
in to search for natives. After a very diligent inspection, 
without finding natives or My traces of recent ViRitors, I 
examined the watercourse ond valley. where the remains 
of an old village stood. In one of t.he hutli" similar in 
every respect to those examined by rnc at Village Point 
(referred to in page 96, Vol.l.), and evidently const.ructed 
by a tribe of similar habits, I found 8 skull, an English 
knife, and an· iron-tinned spoon, rolled up in a fur and 
bird-skin dress. 'fhesc were brought to England; but 
the skull having been declared by Professor Owen to be 
that of a femule, destroyed any possible connection with 
our countrymen, notwithstanding appearances about the 
teeth lind gums would otherwise have indicated disease 
to which civilized beings are more disposed. 

The watercourse was unfrozen, and at this period ran 
ill a full clear stream, very convenient for watering, and 
had morc.over at its mouth an artificial dock where a 
boat could safely lie. One cask-stave with the broad 
arrow, and several preserved meat tins, denoted either 
the visit of a vessel of war or the plunder from Navy 
Board Inlet, with which this creek doubtless communi­
cates by inland Dnvigation. 

Steaming out, we rejoined our consorts, and, taking 
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them in tow, pursued our course southerly, intending, if 
possible, to make further search about the Clyde and 
Cape Walsingham;'imt many powerful reasons prevented. 
In the first instance, the ice rendered it dangerous whilst 
hampered by our COllflorts; their safety was of more im. 
portance than any chances where no reasonable hope of 
success could be advanced. Next, unless I altered the 
arrangements, removed the officers, Ilnd took the sepa­
rate colUmand of the < Phcenix,' sel,ding the remainder 
home, I could not satisfactorily Imrsuc the course I con­
templated. Eventually, the' Phrenix' met with an nc­
cident, which destroyed all further confidence in her 
powers, by Ill100upJing her screw-shaft, bending it, and 
rendering ber further services for n time doubtful. In 
addition to this, her supply of coal had not yet becn re­
moved from the' 'l'alLot: Rnd could only be efrected in 
some safe harbour. A dog driver from Upcrnavik WDS 

yet on bOlU'd, and fort.y-five tOilS of coal were also de­
posited at Lievcly; but for t.hese latter points, nothing 
would have induced me to visit Lievciy, but t.hat port I 

now decided to seck. 
We were fortunate enough to thread thc middle icc 

without difficulty, even with our consorts in tow; which 
fact clearly proves, to my mind, that the visit to Beechey 
Island can be made safely, and more expcdi.tiously, by 
adopting our homeward track, in the latter part of 
August, than by the douhtful, dangerous, and trouble­
some mode of proceeding by Melville Bay. No vessel, 
to my knowledge, has yet failed to reach England from 
Lancaster Sound in September, but we know the v~ry 
doubtful BUcoess attending the course by Melville Bay. 



238 REVJ8Tl' LIBVELY. [&1'1"",6 .... 

As we neared Greenland the incl'C88ing breeze ren­
dered it necessary to cast off the tow-lines a.nd proceed 
independently. 'l'he' Phrenix' reaclied Licvely on the 
6th of September, a.bout four A.M., where we were wel­
comed by the authorities with the customary attentions 
so repeatedly noticed by the several officers commanding 
these Expeditions. 

As the provisions withdrawn from Navy Board Inlet 
were likely to prove II. nuisance on any rise of tempera­
ture, and would be objected to by our seamen, and learn­
ing from the Inspector that many Greenland families at 
some uf the settlements hud perished last season from 
hunger, I directed a portion to be laJldcd fol' the use of 
these distressed people, who would deem the provision 
we should condemn as unfit for consumption !l perfect 
luxury. 

On our being rejoined by the' Tulbot: and shipping 
her coal, we quitted Lievely, not however without incw'~ 
ring further dallge1'8, which were fortunately avoided by 
the knowledge we had obtained from aUf former survey 
of this port. 'l'he dangers, difficulties, fLnd other dis­
agreeables attending these visits, determined me not to 
incur further responsibility or delay by touching at any 
other ports of Greenland. I therefore directed the sail­
ing vessels) in the event of parting company, to repair to 
England and report themselves, &ccording to tho practice 
of the scrvice, on arrival. 

The equinoctial gales determined me to seek Cork, in 
order to replenish coal, and to repair with the utmost ex­
pedition to tbe Admiralty. On tbe morning of the 28th 
of September we sighted the port. He,e another 6i.ilnre 
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of the engines tantalized us for a short period; but I 
had just determined on proceeding in my gig. when they 
resumed their work~ and about nine A.M. I had the satis­
faction of paying my respects to Rear-Admiral Sir W. }' . 
Carroll, the Commander-in-Chief. and shortly after noon, 
acoompanied by Captain Kellett and M'Clurc, proceeded 
by rail for London. 

I should not have deemed it of sufficient importance 
to myself. as regards my professional character at the 
Admiralty, and morc pnrticv.1nrly in the opinion of those 
who selected me for command, alld arc sutisfied that 1 
did not crr in the true intent of my obligation ill the 
completion of its dVtics,- but it is due to the unprofes­
sional part of the puhlie, to notice what I perhaps was 
too carelcss of making any display of, nt the subsequent 
formal invcstig!ltion, as to the obedience to my Instruc­
tions from my Lords Commissioners of the Allmiralty, 
iu the withdrawal of my crews. 

It has been imagined by unprofessional reallers that I 
was, in some degree, hampered hy some implied order 
to he guided by those serving under me, and that any 
difference of opinion was to serve for damage to me, or 
g1ta~i- exl:I.lta.tion of those who might by chance prove to 
have made a better guess ~n probabilities. 

But no man in his senses, or who knew my profes­
siOllai course over an independent career of twcuty-four 
years, and readily assuming the responsibility of far 
greater powers, would believe in such absurdity, or that 
I would have retained command under such degradation. 

Nor am I entering n'()w upon any defence, for the judi­
cious termination of my command has never been called 
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in question; I mean therefore simply to observe on the 
early, as well as final resolve, to withdraw the crews,­
to use a recorded cxpression,-H ami when you judged 
you thought oJl had been done which could be done for 
the attainment of the!:!!;: objects, you were not to linger 
out, but to bring your crews home j" and further,« when 
you judged you could do no more, would have the cou­
rage to act on your judgment, and to return home." 

Simply, then, I stood with a recorded guarantee before 
the country, that the issue of the search was vested in 
me, and that with rue it was to terminate. Assuredly I 
was not tu linger out, and thus, by accumulating ex­
peuse, to render it interminable; nQr yet by oscillating 
conduct as regarded the vessels, for that matter was fully 
understood before sailing, or further to jeopardize the 
crews when I formed an opinion they should be with­
drawn, merely to serve the feelings of any men, required 
to descrt these purchased masses of timber, when I 
,thought such a step desirable, for really the pcndant 
flew merel!! to e1U/ure martial laUJ,-they were not por­
tions of our Navy beyond this emblem, und the discipline 
which it entailed. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Import or In~tructiOIl~ - Irurthcr $cnreh impossiblc.-!.cllving th!, 
• Talhol.' - Ik Rae's lnfonn.11.iO!l.-~'inUs undcninblc Truccs._ 
Dissection of lL.lJOrt.-S t<llt~ (Jf I hfl ]l()di(:~.-The Quantity of ItcHes. 
- J,istofArticlc9 found .-Opiniou on the InfoTmation.-lmprcssioll.'l 
of 1850-1 S52.-0ffi.t'iai l .... :tkT.-Cllptain C()lIin~()n'8 ])i~c()V(:rics. 

- Opinion 0 1\ the iIlort.h·wtst l'Hs8al" .... :.-Ikwnrtl~ dut, for 1li!WOvcry. 

I CO~(E therefure simply to the Instructions. Whnt were 
they founded Oil? The re[wrt of a Committee on the 
proceedings of my predecessor, and in t.hat doclllllent 
the following occurs (parllgrnph 16) :-" If, on the other 
hand, Wellington Strait is found open and na.vigable on 
the arrival of the Expedition, in the summer of ] 852, we 
think OIlC of the sailing ships, with a swarner, might 
proceed at once to take advalltage of this opportunity, 

if the officer commanding should judge such a measure 
safe and prudent, and be thus placed in winter quarters 
in a more favourable position for commencing the land 

search in the spring of 1853, but with thc most strict 
injunctions not to advance to such a distance as to en­
danger their return to the depot, or their communication 
with it tkat yea..,; and it should be enjoined with equal 
strictness, that, in the event of any irreparable disaster to 

VOL, II. • 
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the ships so proceeding, or if they .hould be too firmly 
.foced in the ice to be extricated durin!l ike summer 0/ 
1853, they are to be aoandoned, tina tlte crews brought 
down to the depot." 

With this opinion of the Committee, their Lordships 
detennine on the Expedition. which I was appointed to 
command. About eighty days intervened for explana­
tion, and my Instructions contain the consolidation 
thereof. (Vide Vol. 1. p. 1 et seq.) 

Paragraph 2 docs not indicate any reference to sc­
condary opinion, but distinctly defines the confidence 
entrusted to me. 

At paragraph 4 the extrnct of th~ report of the Com­
mittee is alluded to :-" The plan of future opcmtions 
there proposed is to be considered as the basis of your 
operations." 

At paragraphs 10 nnd 11 it is distinctly intimated that 
my Instructions to the officer dcspatched to Beechcy 
Island are to be stringent-to be in accordance with my 
obltiJati01l8, referred to iu paragraph 2, and even to ndmit 
of his return to England in 1852! 

At paragraph 15 the intention conveyed by their 
Lordships is not, that, in case of my absence, the officer 
who succceds may proceed as he pleases; but, in con­
formity: with my ooligatiotl8, he shall carry out fruth. 
fully the mission confi,ded to me until I resume the 
command. 

The 20th and final paragraph distUlctly commands 
the return, on the question of provisioo, in the Bummer 
of 1854. 

The ordel'6 of 1853 do not vary in any manner from 
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the preceding ; but should the question of further searclt 
be entertained, certain means of sustenance are for­
warded. 

At paragraph 2 of these second Instructions, it is 
clearly intimated that having done all that could be done 
in the matter of 8earch, the Expedition was to be aban. 
doned. And if such likewise should be my opinion, ' 
after matare consideration with the Senior Officers untler 
my command, I was to abandon. 

'fhis. simply referl:! to my opinion formed, after comllll. 
tation with all the ((//icers in whom I placed confidence, 
as to jllrther searcR. Hut that decisive opinion hnd 
becn givcn before I.asked for it. 

But it is not for mc to state on whom I confidcd, or 
what were the opinions. It is universnlly conceded thnt 
"aU had been done tbat could be dOllC." As t.lw Com­
mander of that :Expedition, r was ill communication with 
nil: I knew their secret fcelillgS, and on those fcplings I 
acted, on my O\\'D responsibility, without insulting uny 
one for obtrusivc advicc. I did not leave any oue to 

suffer for my decision; but boldly, aud as I hud the 
temerity to believe, generollsly, putting Illy neck into the 
halter, issued my orders in my proper provinC<l, as it 
was expected I would do by those who confided in my 
courage to face nny difficulty which looked rna in fuce. 
Had I been weak enough to yield, and disaster had en­
Siled, where would my character now be? It requires 
no prophet to conclude how I should have been deult 
with. 

At paragraph 8 full confidence is renewed, and to that 
confidence I have responded h.Y tho determined act which, 
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I trust, hus met with the upproval of every man of cou­
rage or of common sense,-and of which I bear written 
evid{~IICf! froJ/l competent authorily, <'tLS well as from the 
highest ornaments of hoth professions, in language too 
strong to allow of illscrtion here. 

nut us regards any volunteer to remain out, that WllS 

my province to decide. I could not so far forget my 
duty, us the cbief, to uilow anyone to creep between ute 

and danger. 
If the ' Resolute ' and tender remained , it must be 

clear to professional minds tlJ nt the chief must also re­
})jaiu ilL Bl:cchey Island until the next seasoll . 

All this I foresaw in October, 185.1, and the confusion 
which wonld involve any hesitation on my part. 

AmI what is the result of' my judgment? The' Re­
solute' is as safe where she is, as jf she had been moored 

for ever at Melville Island. Would anyone dream of 
her exb:iclltion, if she had, in obedience to my original 
order, been aballdoned there? 

It is almost ullllecessnry to revcrt to my final Instruc­
tions, as they reached after I had quitted and had taken 
my measures; hut they incontestably prove· tlte proj}riel!l 

0/ my decision, and that all my grounds for action were 
well f ounded. As to further scarch, that never could be 
contemplated by any reasonable individual who had thc 
interest of his country at heart, or who was entrusted 

with plcI.La.ry powers, if he thought there was any rcason­
able direction in which they could be exercised. 

As regards the I Resolute,' I knew enough to enable 
me to decide, and events have proved my decision judi­
CIOUS. I knew the difficulties of 1850. to 1853. I had . 
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cert.ain proof tllat, after the icc broke up, no mall 01' 

boat could travel over such an cxpnnsc of loose pack 
as intervened bctw~n the' Resolute ' and the land, and 
therefore, that she must remain to the chanocs of rclense 
in September, or later;-with what probability of success, 
tllO iee which bound Leopold Island on the 27th of Au· 
gust win hest sntisfy Arctic navigators, especially when 
they lmoll) that the jir.1t 'II:inter wfl.1'1till!} had been lIe. 

monstrntcu ill Wcllillgt.on Chll.1111el, lind thnt to the ima· 
ginations of SOIllC, who perhnps tnlk most of Uwsc mat.­
ters, it was <:ndeavoured to exc ite Illy apprehension thnt. 
we should 110t clear Lancaster Sound or Daffin 's· Bay 
thnt !leason. 

Another yet more important question has not hl.'Cn 
raised, And for this simple rcnson,-J required no excuse 
for ouedicncc to the Irn()'/l:}l. intent of my Instruction!';. 
I did not I:all for the evidlmce of thc hif/hes! aulnoritic8 
to raise a douht Leforc a lILilitary tribunal as to their 
powcrlJ, and tll(l'IllvcstigatiOJI was mcrely what I was 
instructed to consider as " compliance with the custom of 
the Service." 

But with the public, which may he misled hy the as­
sumption that one of the vcs!';c1s could have heel! Icft as a 

depOt at Bcechey Island, ] will venture to remark,-that 
officers who have Leen long accustomed to command in­
dependently, know full well illl the difficulties they must 
be prepared to encount.er, and they too often di!!COver 
that men who volunteer hearOon!l never give to the world 
the insuperable difficulties which they know must rendcr 
any accordance to their wisbes impossible, Illld entailing 
on the Comroa.ndcr of nn Expedition alone nil the cen­

sure of ac('()rdauce to their volunteer. 
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In the case before us, I will imagine that I had dr.cided 
on leaving out the' Talbot' with 0. reduced creUJ. Such 
a measure inevitably entailed on me'dela!! until she was 
cut in, Ilud, to my judgment, safely placed for the winter. 
1 set aside the bugbears raised, as to the asserted diffi­
culties in clearing Lancaster Sound; but be it romem­
"bered thut the snfetyof the' North Star,' in 1852 to 
1854, in that position, was determined by otbers, and 
fully acknowledged by me, to be doubtful or dangl'rous; 

that in the winter of 1852 this WIIS proved to be fear. 
fu1ly true: moreover, that, aided by the Squadron furce 
of 17t.i men, she only reached the water on the 21st of 
August! 

What opinion, then, would be formed of my judgment, 
or of the fulfimcnt of the pledge under wJlich I fiuilcd? 
'fhnt I did not err ill its conception, I give the words 
themselves, expressing full approbation of 10)' views. 

" You were sent out in the last hope (if hope it could 
be culled) of saving Sir John J..'rllllklin° and his compa­
nions; to discover some traces of their fate; to meet amI 
aid, so far as possible, the Expeditions of Captains Col. 
linson and M'Clure ; nlld when you thought all had been 
done which could be done for the attainment of these 
objects, you were not to linger, but to bring your crews 
home . . 

"I selected you because I thought you had energy 
to do what could be done; next, judgment to come to a 
proper decision; and, when you judged you could do no 
more, would have the courage to act on your judgment, 
Dnd to return home. 

" As far as I am informed, I have been satisfied with 

your conduct on all these important points." 


