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PREFACE. 

THE details of Arctlc Exploration, mcluding wmtering 
l\nd sicdge..travelling, having been so fully described by 
prec(>ding voyagers, my object in presentmg to the pubhc 
the following narrl}tive has been rather to place on re
cord an 8COOunt of the Expedition of H.M.S. Assistance, 
as being' The Last of the Arctic Voyages' undertaken 
by this country in search of the lost Franklin, and as 
being tbet which penetrated up Wellington Channel to 

the extreme limits of navigation The Titk of the work 

may appear open to objection, but taking into account 
the dates of original Orders. SDd those in force in April, 
1854, it will be apparent th.t the final command of the 

British Naval Expedition within the Arctic Seas was 
vested in me. That I conceived aright the intent of 
my Instructions, the probabilities altending the safety 

of other branches Dot acting immediately under my 000-

trol, hoi! been sufficiently verified by the safe return of 

aU engaged, to this country. 
~t'8CCClWlta atI'otding the satisfactory intelligene<f 
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of the rele&Re of the American Expedition ·ad~1J another 
proof of the uncertainty of the navigation ~ven of the 

mouth of Lancaster Sound, which was found late in 

August to be completely borred by ice; Ilud consequently 
Captain Hartstein was unable to place the monument to 

Captain Franklin on Beechey Island. With 8uch facts 
before us, we cannot but rejoice that no vessels and 
crews were left, to distract the fec1ings of relatives nor 
uselessly to exhaust the revenues of the country. 

The system of Arctic travel by sledges over vast dis

tances, and the powers of men in currying out labours 

under which the quadruped, taking man- against honw

power, would succumb, present a new feature as com

pared with the labours of the }amepted Parry and his 

associates. 'l'rue it is that the qualities of the professed 

seaman find but small scope in this narrativc; but the 

exertions of those who did venture npon travel offers 
matter for reflection on the powers of men in every stage 
of action where their services Dlay be required, be the 

cnemy frost, fire, patient endurance of monotonous la~ 

bour, or hattie. 
The value of the seaman-I mean the disciplined man 

-in carrying out the service here recorded, entailing 

questions even of existence if they faltered or failed in 

strength, has not, :r fear, been sufficiently estimated by 

those who merely read of the exploils of the sledf!e tra. 
vellers; nor can my pen do justice to their la.bours, to 
the passive endurance, the high discipline, which chaw 
toot.erized their performance, only to be sustained. on the 
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homeward Nute under the oonviction that failure would 
• 

entail the most cruel death . 
• 

Unwittingly we allot the credit to the officers; but, as 

one of those travellers who entered most fully into the 

feelings of the men, their habits and prejudices, and 

free from the killing labour of the drag-rope, Illy duty 

compelling me to stop I.bour when r perhaps felt quite 

able to endure more, I do conscientiously assert that the 
greatest credit is due to the fine moral crew which it 

wos my good fortune to command, nnd to retum to this 

country without even the threat of the lash. What bas 

been their reward? 'rhe eXCltement of war poSSibly has 
blmded their countrymen to their deserts, or Arctic 

service, now that searrh has terminated, is eclIpsed by 

labour in the trenches 

Thus much then for Arctic service. Next will be 

found matters conneoted with SCIence, whIch, although 

treated of in the early bistory which broke groWld 

through Lane.,ter Ronnd in 1818-19-20, still left us 

in doubt as to the general law~ whIch prevailed over a 
series of years,-indeed did not afford any decided data. 

on which argument could be founded, as to the mean 

temperatures of ll\onths or seasons, nor of the ratio in 

which the freezmg of the winter icc covering those seas 

proceeds. Nor do I pretend to lutve determined these 

questions, but merely in producing possibly the most 

perfect colled.ion of suoh records, and, as an observer on 
" tho t\>Ol, furnishing such ideas as forced themselves on 

my mind, afford to thoee more deeply versed in meteor. 
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logical questioDs data on which they mBy. build more 
reliable theories than pttlvaiJed previous to this 1:!:xpe
dition. 

Another question, and one not unattended by oppor

tunity for cavil, may be found in the measurcs which 

were adopted by me for the preservation of the health of 

my crow, as well 88 the comfort between decks; but on 

all these matters I think that figures aud facts must 

drown all cavil, and that in any future fittings the sys

tem advocated and proved by me must have force in 

8 sanitary point of view. The death~ which occurred 

were clearly those which might have been avoided by 8 

more strict attention to the selection of the individuats; 
• 

none could be classed as the result of Arctk travel o~ 

exposure. 

Other matters, embracing periodic returns of gales, 

bad wcather, and unaccountable disruption of the ice 

after winter had apparently set its seal on the season, 

offcr subjects for interesting discussion. The effect of 

contrary tides, meeting as they de in this country about 

Dover, point Qut unmistakably the reason that Welling

ton Channel remains sealed at the very moment that 

nature appears to promise its free na.vjgation. 

One.only question remains in mystery, that is the final 

report as to the fate bf the gallant Sir John Franklin and 
his companions. I have treated that with .the same COD

fidence which induced me to assert, in Aug",t, 1862, 
"that he never passed northerly or westerly of Beechey 

Island ;" and, until pooitive intelligence to the oontmy 
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reaches us, must yet believe that his parties divided M I 
• 

have imagin~d. 

Although I have not in these pages asserted any claim 
to the participation in the solq.tion of the N orthem 

p,.soge to the P..,ific, still any geographer will readily 
understand that the continuous frozen flea, traced by the 

officers uDder my command, in 1853, proves a water 

communication through Wellington Channel, round 

Pnrry Islands, to the position attained hy Captain 
M'Clure; nnd that in 1854 our sledge.partiCH had pc. 
netratcd to the southern extreme of Prince of Wales 

S!rait, perfecting the labours of Dease and Simpson. 

I am indebted to Sir' John Richardson, Professor 

~en, Professor Bell, Mr. Salter, Mr. G18i8her, and Mr. 

Reeve. for their vnJuable contributions to the Natural 

History portion of the second volume. Each statement 

offered is supported by documents, accessible to any 
who may be desirous of further evidence. 

To those who have seronded and supported me in my 
duties, whether named or otherwise, my thanks are due; 

and I thus express myself because I know It will be 
acceptable to those who honestly performed their duty: 

" Palmam qui meruit ferat." 

EDWARD BELCHER. 

TAf'IkM, N~ }, 1855. 
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GLOSSARY OF ARCTIC TERMS, 

+ -

Ancnor, l ee, d round bar of II on tWlCt: bent hke 8 pot-hook the end 
to which tbe rope 1$ bent III cut short off and bent suddenly back , 
the other is tapered after the bend, wluch 18 at an angle of 600 to 
the body or , hlink A Iwle bung cut ill the icr by an axe fumoned 
for thill purpose, slWllar to half 8 pickaxe, tbis bOllk IIfrve!! to se
cure the vessel to the ICX-

A.te, Ire, u above descnl:lt'd 

BMW is properly the condensation of vapour "aJOg from Ice, the re
!mIt of freezing, 81110 breath condensed 

Bay I«, that which ffet'zes oorltmuoualy on the llUrfaoe, and derivt·s Its 
name probably from its fonu~ more rapidly In bays, or spots 
ahelteTed from the breeze 

&.«, the approach of floating Ice on all sides, leavmg no opemng for 
advance or retreat. and leaving the veuel unmanageable. 

BiglU, lIDy ho!1ow, bay of lee, land, etc 
:&rg. See IctlJerg. 
Bladilsg tbi' operation 18 generally perfonned by cutting 0. bolt' 

through the ioe of luflicient bore to admit of a canister of SIX 
IllChes diameter. containing powcier •• bemg pas&ed through . a 
flexible be of aufficiqlt length to bum three minutes being 
lighted. aIwh time to pennit the men to recede from Uanger. 

&.., 10 .... throogb .... pook, the f<ncing • ""'" .hrough tooo., 
movablfl pack under CUlftl or IteNn. witIl the chanoea of ~ 
ad,azrlage of cracks or openiDp. B,...., . \ned lot. 

-. ~ or uobiDg~""'" upwu<h. ~. mp. 
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ChV. a buge splinter spLtting off from n berg. or the berg detaching 
iteelf from the main mau on which it !'Omled; sometimes misre
prelleo.ted by 8 shelf, or loose pitre, '1\ hiel is driven" from under 
the Hoe, aod rises suddenly to the surface, damaging .!Ihip or boat. 

Okar Water, no icc obstructing navigation. 
Oro.o'1-3e.t, a watch·box oonatructed o.t the topgAlantmaat-head. to 

protecl the man loolting out fOT wbftles or .ce from the inclemency 
of the weather; sitting comfortably ensoonllOd in the Crow'&-nesl, 
the Ice-master pilots the \'('S'!e] through t~ best lanes or open 
places III the ioe 

0.,.1, the hending o,'cr or disruption ot the 100 at th{' POlOt of fCl16t
anee, causill~ It to plie slah ovrr slab, or throw. over the commi

nuted bits 
Owttu'9, Ollt or ,It, perfonned by sawJI\g canals, out of which the ice is 

lIfted above, or IllSSsrd beni'l\th, the fl.oc, enabling the ship ,to ad
Vll.Drc towards open water 

Doclr this is ~Imply an opemng cut out of thl' /l0l' mto wh.f'h the ahip 
ill warped for securit} ngamst threatened pressure, froro rxtensive 
floes coming inOO opposition It IS, as J't'llson will poi:Jt out, at 
right angles to nny e1:lt:n! lve crock or opt'n water. A" natural 
llock" 18 frequently afforded hy some deep gap. out of which, at 
!rom!' of these convulsIOns, the ICC has floated Any exlA'nsive 
floe falling across the nloutil of such nn opening would natvrally 
close it, expending its force on the projecting u'J't'gularlties. 

hid [Ctl, aoy great exl.t:nt of smooth ICC, the tL'Sult of water frozen in 
It quiescent condition, IIlItl of t~IUIII thiclmes~ throughout. 

Plot lOay be any portion of n field of ICC diSCOlUlecietl, 118 lloe pieces. 
BfJ!.floe, or L.d foe, would be that att.acbed to the land. B,. 

.floe is a1~ considered as ooy ioe of the last season, oow become 
floe of the prel6nt. 

lIw.-ocltl, lumps of ice, ~eraUy bits of ptlrk froun together, and 
mo .... covered during winter. 

l~. See &, lu, lWltllce, Fl«. Pd. PtJtIC4ft I~. 
l~.bcior. See AMeMw. 
let .A.. See he. 
lcriwy· this term is frequently misapplied; properly it be10ap only 

to hugt! mountaine of' icr entirely of fmbatel' fOfDlaiilM. whioh. 
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by constallt incrtlMf' from the summer tbaws become at length 
too heavy to be supported by cohesion to the land ma~, and then 
cal~, OJ aplit off {rom the glacier, They are tenoed by the 
f'-n'OOtlland authorities (ttitJe Graah, p. 24) Ice Blinks. 

let Blink: this term, as undentood by our Greenland whalen, does 
not \,)ear the same lUCI'Ining as that given by the Danes. With us 
.. blink" indi~l.es the reftection in the atmospbert' over the ohject. 
The term in the English dictionary ddi.nes it, .. to glisten, show 
white," etc. rr the atmosphere immediately over the object be 
charged with vapour, its image may be perfectly reflected or reo 
presented, or, when very distant, It whitish auroral divergence of 
rays constit\ltt'~ the blink, seen long before the objeM. itseU can be 
distinguishe{l; it is comparath'e with our "loom of land." 

let CIuJJeis, large &ockl't I"hi'leie, into willch poles are inserted, used 
to cut holes in the ice. 

Ice Hook" or ClalC~, similar to timber claws, a double hook, With 
rectangular pointed claws to bold on by abrupt ice or cracks. 

lcr Ma8ier, or I ce Qf(.(lrternuuter, a whaling captain or mate, selected 
for his experience ill the whale.fishery, to afford advice to the offi· 
cers commanding. lIe usually puots the vessel either from the 
Crow's-neat, or ~pike plank, when amongst the ioe. 

lee P16ttk, or Spike Plank, a platform projecting across the \'csseJ 
seven or eight feet above deck and bryond the sides, to tnsble 
the pilot to run from .ide to side, to pilot the vessel clear of ice. 

lee &IU, huge saws made from half·ineh plates of Iron. and vafJmg 
in length {rom ten to twenty·four f\'el. 

lee SlMdge. 'maller comminuted ice. or bay ice broken up by the 
wind. 

Lane, any open cmcks. or separatlOlls of floe, offering navigation. 
LMJ, limiler to .lAuu. 

Nip: when two floes are r.n motion and approaclung each other. the 
Te6Ult gtlIemUy is I grinding action' in.passing or until their int· 
petWl ill expendl'd, whjch destroya the oppoaed surfaces, raising 
long ridget otcurled 01' thrown·up ice. When a vessel unhappily 
hat not time to dock. or becomet entrapped between the opposed 
bodiet. abe beoolDea nipped, or, in many cues, the floe. which is 
weaknt, riaee over and overwhelms her entirt:ly,-to usc the , 
'W~'. teno. "walb elMn over her." 

VOl., I 
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Old loe, tbat of previous 'W'flWn&. 

P4C1c i& that collection of brok!'n floe wLch, huddled to~ther under 
pressure, is oon .... l.aDtly varying in ib position j it cannot bto dealt 
with nor can it be travelled over lllltil cemented together by freez
ing; it has no limit,-it way covtr a mile or IlImdn:Js of miles. as 
in Baffin's Hlty. Simply it is any loose icc packed into 1\ space 
before vacant. 

Pancalfe let, thnt which re5ults from snow falling into the sea with
out thawing, l\nd by tile action of the WI\V~S driven into pancake 
forms , which ofler no solid ol>l!tnll·tioll, but nevenhelt:5s hamper 
Il vessel more than amnU iC(' 

ktroing, Collowing up various labyrintlliol' or angular channels until 
the vessel reaehl's opt'1! water j as, .. reeve the pack." 

RUJ', when the ice is ~uddenly impt>lll'd by an uDat'i'ountable, fitful, 
rushing motiol!. 

&dittg, loose let' reliew·d from pressure, which II.dmits of picking II 
wny through thr weakest puns. 

Shean"!}, or Lop'ping . this IIppli~ more pet'uliarly to yoclIl; or thin 
i('C with boats, one plate overlapping another where 11 hOllt hM 
mllde an el.wnsjve crack. Where boats hal'e hccn thus :JClItroyed 
the crews have rarely escaped, the icc ooing too weak to lJear, and 
the plates overlapping those attempting to swim. 

Siel/, or TongM. frequently, on the meeting of adverse I\oes, II smiller 
interposing floe-piece is forned undrr, and, cohering or frceti'l8' to 
that above, prescnts, below water, 8 tongut: or slwU, which annoy' 
the "::tel of a vessel, or, breaking off, euml'~ up as a .. calf" with 
~;rcat VIOlence. 

Slvdgt. comminuted ioe. 
Bmolfe, or Yapour, a peculiar kind or vapour, 'he nstural result 01 

the oonvenion of 'flater into ice, which ill constantly luppoaed to 
indicate lakes or open water in au unfrozen ItaU. . 

If'okr Sky : this evidently is connectOO with !lmoke or vapour, aud ill 
the reftected rolour of thr blue sea in the atmolphl.1'e or vapour 
ariling from the warmer sea; it gmeraUy exhibits a dark, duB, 
.eutra1 tint, which is nCTer seen to tlie eye, at leut ol an intelli~ 
gent iee-master, unl.ess fCId~ be und6r it. Thil i. peculiarly tbe 
calC in Melville Day. 

YotIIf9 let, that immediately formed, or of tbe present aeuon. 
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LAST OF THE ARCTIC VOYAGES, 

UNDE'B TOE COlOlA'ND OF 

CAFTAlN 8m EDW ABD BELCHER, C.B. 

. -
PRELIMINARY. 

Admiralty InltructioDI.-List of Officers.-The • North Star.'-:Boat 
Department.-Supplies,-lnstruments.-Azimuth Tl:lhlee,-Library 
and Printing Preas.-Ships Undocked.-Leave Woolwich.-Viaited 
by the AdmiraJ.ty.-Quit the Nore. 

HEll. Majesty's Government baving deemed it Decessary 
to prosecute the further search for the < Erebus' and 
• Terror: which left Engla.,d in the month of May,l845, 
as well as for any traces of Sir John Franklin or his fol~ 
lowers. my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty were 
pleased to entrust me with the command of the Expedi. 
tion, the entire objects of which will be nearly apparent 
from the following Instructions:-

ORDERS.-No. I. 

11r 1M _./" -n., , .. fMi" qf lArd H;g! Ad
.inN oJ' .... fllMUtl KiMgdow. of Gnat Brita,,. ruul I,.tt-J, ........ 

1. Ita"*" appointed you to the oouun.and of the Expedition (to 
.... 01 it. IhipI II&IIIf.Id in tho mazgiD -) ~ for the further 

•• s,. .... 'IleeobM.'1!1oDeer. IatNpW. Nortb Star • 

.... L B 
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teal'Ch (or Sir John Franklitt. you are, whene-t'er 8uchollhipa ehall be In 
all respect!. ready to put to flea and proceelling down Channel or ., north 
about," make tbe bnt of your way to BarNw Strait, c!IIlling at Disco 
(if ill your way) for sllrh repll'uishlllcuts a~ tILe plurAl llfford~. and for 
a supply of dug. for bleflglllg purpo~rs. 

2. We rowe entrusted you with this comllllmd in the fun pel'!ufl.9ion 
of vour thorough ncquNlltauctl with ita obhg'ltions, ond of your judg. 
me~t and ability to meet them. . 

3. We do not therefort: consider it nt'lC~~1j' to enrumber ) 'OU with 
minute instructions for your guidnnoe at ellch st."p of your proceedm~; 
but furnishing )OU with JlllJlCrs which point out the views of the Ad
miralty, 88 1I111'ce3Sivc l'XPf'dltions IH~"e been desPiltchcd from this coun· 
try, and those'abo relatl\'!' to the difficultiCli oncurring to oppose those 
views, we leave it to you to dt>cide as thc case shaH present itself. 

4. We deem it right, howt"vt"r, that a certaiu course of Ilrooct"dings 
should be pointed out to you ; ILIld adopting tht" l'f'('()u:mcnd1itioll of t}oo 
Commith:(' appOinted III Octuber, 1 S51, to iUqllirc nhd report upon a 
prc\'ions l'xpeditiol\, the phm (If future opt'totions the['(" proposed is to 
be coneidcred 311 the hasis of your )lroce('dings. By tillit Illan, Bllechey 
Island is the point illdifnted as the basis of your Opt'rutIODS. and YOIl 
are to rolisiuf'r it II~ thf' grnnd renclezl'ous to whieh you are to pmh 
forward, thel't' to estaUlish thf' 'North Star ' as a general d&p6t. 

!'t. Aml'cd at this point, two great objects will engage y'-lUT atten-
tion :- f-

Ist. The rndMYOuring to P,,'9 up Wellington Channel with one 
lIsiliug-vt"88t'} anu one ~tl'Ulllef. 

2nd. 'fi,l' Udl8Ul'e of a sinulnr forct' towards .Mdvill~' hlnnd. 
6. The ohject of the first uf thl'sc expeditions will he, the endeavour 

10 Tt'COYl'r thOSf' tl'llt"('1 of Sir John.Frallklin which cea&ed at Cape 
Bowden, to the north of Bfflchey bland; aud to follow lip luch traeea 
if they should be found. Thr object. of thl' othrr expedition wiD be, to 
de'jl03it, if p09$ible, at WinlA!r Harbour, Melville Island, or failing thnt, 
at Byam Martin Island, a supply of p1'Orieions, fuel. aaJ clothing, for 
any partiee that might-reach such pol!itiona from Captain Cqllin50u'e 
or CommandP-f 'M'Clure's ahipa. 

7. Aa regard" the tirst-l\Iuncd Expedition, and the possible con. 
tingency of coming upon Sir John Franklin's track, we cannot too 
strongly imprese. upon you the necessity of your eatabliahi1){t along your 
line of route Ca.cMt/.tl of provieion. ellfficlent to «UPPW your crew. 
and thOle oC the mie:siDg ehipl, .hould 81J.y aoeident ~ &0 yoa!I'\wh 



1852.] ADlIl&ALTY INSTB.UQTIONS. 8 

vessel., and rwder it neeelaary for you to return witbout them to the 
general ren'1lezvous at Beechey Island; and you will be mOlt careful 
along the lin. of lIucb route, 88 weU u in every other direction you may 
have to take, to a.vail yourself of every remarkable promontory. point 
of land, or oUu:r distinctive locality, to deposit eVl('t notirea of your 
condition and intended proceedings j and you arc to giVI: positive orders 
that thelle noticetl or recorda are to t..c df'l)(lsited kn feet true north of 
the cairn or staff'. and likewise beneath or in tile r.aim itself.' 

8. With l'f'gllrd to the Expedition to be dtBputched towards Mch'ille 
Island, it is &C8I'Cely to be contemplated that, under the most favour· 
able circu.mstances, more could be dont\ in tbe first season than to Teach 
that point; and the officer in charge of that service will of course have 
to take illto uooount tbe having to winter in that quarter. 

9. His enrliest attelltion in that case, in the ensulng Spring, will be, 
-ht, the depositing such supplieto at Melville Island as he ean spare, 
or endf'avounng to convey them tbither by sleilg~ if he should not 
reach the island with Ius ships; and 2nd, tlle detnching travelling par· 
ties in a westerly direction for the oollibinf'd purpose of a search for 
traces of Sir John Frtmldin. nlld of drpositing notiOCll in ('Qllspicuous 
situations lIS to wbere the supplies are lcft, but being at tbe same time 
strictly enjoined to Tf'turn to their ~hir8 l>cfore the usual period of the 
breaking lip of the iet', in order tbat su('h sllips may return to their Tf'n~ 
dezvous at Deechey Island, or otherwise prepare for qUitting Lancaster 
Sound to return to England, af'rording as thr supplies on board of his 
.hips ami the length of bme ooJl.llumed in the above service shall re· 
quire. 

10. And hera !,e think it necessary mora particularly to call your 
attention to the instructions to be given by you to the officer chalgeti 
~'ith this branch of the Expedition; for whilst there is a possibility of 
your calculating on an early return of auch officer from :Melville Isltmd 
in the summer of 1853, and of his being able to afford you support in 
any particular direction. it is, on the other hand, not improbable, tbat 
from 4 prolonged detention to the westward, it may be his bounden duty 
Dot to hu.ard a further ltay in those teas, bllt to make the best of his 
way home; iD. wbich cue he must endeavour to communicate with the 
rendl'ZYO'tI at Beecluly Ialand before 1iDally quitting Barrow'a Strait, 
in order to obtaiu inConnatiou of the other ships, and to depoait re· 
0Mllt of his proeeedinge. 

11. B:~ ~ .hould therefore be made to unde:ntand the nature of the 
~ u..t devolv611 upon bim, both .. to t~ eucution of hit 

• 2 
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orden in tht- first iutfAu~. aad determirung too point at wlUch the 
power of compliance with tbose orders celL!C8. 

12. It is of rOUtll!' p08!ible thnt 8e/1SOllil slich lUI wrre<>experienced 
by the Expedition in 1850-51 may again occur to prevent Il pRllsage by 
ships up Wellington t:!l8nul'\ or 10 the west of Griffith lebnd; and, 
unucr such circum~~nces it will ht> for yon to consider bow far it lIlight 
servt any l,LSCful purpose to undertake 3D exaullnation by travelling par
ties from TIuring Bay or Prince Alfred Bay, ill thr dirt'dion of Jones's 
Sound j in addition to those which it will lit' yuur duty to send out to 
the north and north-wt'lIt, for tracei of Sir John Franklin, in the direc
tion of QUetlU'S Channel. 

13. Our instructions therefore are without rd'erenOt' to the possible 
circumstance of records IItm bt-ing found at 13eechcy bhmd or elsewhere 
(and for which it will be your duty to searrh), at U llI'J'taiD distance 
from the respeclive cuinLs, wht're it hug bt:en stnted it Wa! Sir John 
Fl'1!.uklin's custom to deposit them:· and if bj surh n.oords it should 
prove tILat Sir John Franklin prooE'filt'11 to the eastlffLl'tl out of Lan
cask-r Sound, after hI' wintRred I:It .Jkt>chey Island in 18+~-46, you will 
still contiuur to p\L~h forward two of your l!I Lip ~ towards Melville hland, 
as already directed by us, aud with the otlLer t'>l-O you are to act as cir
cumstaUC'e3 way frnder ntOC9~ry , tlcpenLlmg on the information which 
those records mlly eouvey_ Ami adverting w ULe report of{wo ships 
baving been 1!tlI,,'l\ ou tIle ice in til\' North Atlll.utie in the spring of 
1851, we think It expedient to draw your attention to thi~ subject, that 
you rnsy adopt such steps on youe way from Hllffin Bay, with ref~~nce 
to search and inquiry on tbe shores of Dllvis Straih, as you may con
sider most udnsablt: under til(: circnm.lltanoes llhove Jrt4ted, and the 
inrormatioll the records may collvey. 

14. You are aware of the deposit of 9tO~9 and provisions at Port 
Leopold, and of the steam-launch !.eft. there by Sir James Rosl: you 
lire at liberty to employ thtlt veud in any way that her eernet' may be 
made availlible; but with reference to tbe etore of provisiolUl at Port 
Leopold, and also thoee for one hundred men wlUch wert' landed by Mr_ 
Saunders on IlIl island in· Navy Board Inlet. it u our directions that 
such provisiou, and stores shall on no account be touched by auy of 
the ven els under your ordBn, unlen eomptill.oo. to do 90 by absolute 
D.e,--nty . 

• The piece of tin or copper, laid by Adam Beek to have been 

dropped from a Itafl', .hould also be looked for.--&.! ~ "'~. 
tM .Arctic OmtmutN. 
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15. We have furni,hed you with copies of these instructions, which 
you are to-deliver to th" Captain and Officers in eommllnd of vessels 
under your ~rdeT8. And we deem it necessary that you "llould be 
direcred to communicate freely !lnd unreservedly with your second in 
command and the officer!! in charge of the other ships, on all points 
connected with the Expedition, keeping thf'rn acquainted WIth your 
views and intentions, that, in case of an accident happening to your· 
self, or 8 IK'paration of t hE' ships, these officers mny be fully aware of 
the oourse of proceedings intf'nded to be adopted by you; and when 
tht ships are separated from you for the purpose of currying out our 
orders, the same unreserved illteJ'COmse nud communication is to be 
maintained ix>twe<>n tht' officers in command of the respedive ships. 

16. You are no doubt aware of th(' ' Prince AJbert,' privatI' v('ssel, 
being I'llgagrd in a like ~ntch ill tile Al'dic S(,I\~; y011 are to I\£ford 
that vessel l"·ery aId and assistance, ill thl' cvent of fnllmg in with her, 
but you arc in 110 'Wily to interfere with her orders or take her under 
your charge. 

17 . Tile variou~ 109!! and prival.r joumnls, with drawings, plans. ek. 
nre to be sent to this offi~ on the return of the Expedition. Ami you 
are to be r.o.reful tilnt, from the dute of your parting company with the 
ships sent to assist in towing you, your own letters to our SecN' tary, 
together with those of the officers addrcs'Iing you, are (luly numbered 
as well as dated; and yOIl IIrt: invllrinbl.l" should any oPJlortuni t~· offer, 
to leave letters for us at suC'h plnce~ as Cape Warrender, Ponds Bay, 
etc., provided no delny be ineulIed thereby. 

18. Your sillp.s have !wen fully equipprd for the arrvioo they are 
going upon, and it has been our dr~irf' tJlat JOu should be l,rovideli with 
every menns and resource that might be made aVI!.lJable. We have an 
entire relirulCf' on the best usr Rnd applirntion of those means on your 
part, and we hare equal oonfidcuN' in thr care to be 1'1(('rei~d hy you 
for thO&( employed under your oruers; but there \II one object wlnell in 
the exercise of that care will naturally engagl' your constant attention, 
and that ii, the safe return of your party to this country. 

19, We are sensib1e however that notwiehstanding a wish to kill'}> 
this part of your duty prominently in mind, yet that an ardent desire 
to &ccowplish the object of your mi!sion, added to a generous aympllthy 
(<lr your mming countrymen, may prevail in some degree to carry you 
beyond the limits of a eautiouz prudence. 

to. You U'e tberefOl'e distinetly to undet'8tand our directions to be., • that ike ~I lhips under yonr ordfin flhaU each bt> on ita way home. 



6 ADIIIU&ALTT Jlf8TRUCTlON8. [1862. 

Utd to the e&atwaTd of J\nTl'Ow Streit. wbentvet their 1tOc'k pf provisiou 
,hall bave breD reduced to t'NtlTe moutbs' full allowan~; and com· 
mending you, and thoM: employed under YOII, to the provitfence of God, 
we tl'Ult tlUlt euccells DUly crown your efforts and that YOIl mlly be the 
mean' of affording succour to those of our countrymen whose absenoe 
Wt have 10 long deplored. 

Given under our hRuM this 16th day of April , 1852, 

1b SIa EDWAIlD BEU,;UEB, C.B., 
OaptD.iPl oj' Her Majuty·. Skip AWU!ItCe. 

at GrtfnllitM. 

"By Command of their Lordah,ips. 
W. A. B. HUILTON. 

No. II. 

N Ol!.THtiMBJ:IlLAN'D. 

RIDE PARKY.ll . 

PHIPPS H OASB1'. 

THOS. H £II.BE1LT. 

Aux. MILNE. 

BI tM fJcmm.UIioNm/or uec.ding 1M Office oj Lord Hig4 AdairaJ 
oJ tie UnjUrl Kill9tW'M oj (WMt Brit4i.tt. a.I&4 Irekld, de. 

We have to inCann you that we have despatched her Majesty', .tam
'feMe) • l'hOlDix,' under tht' command of Commander Ingiefi.:ld, with 
tbe • Br~dllibane' tramporl, to Beeehey bland, for the pmpo:le of re
plenishing the ships \Indtr your oommand with stores nnd pro\isionl, 
in case your lupplies may hlIVC been &0 far reduced by the d61.at 
fon'lcd at Melville blal'ld and the variou! cocktln on the ~It as to 
preVtllt you from continuing furt~r search for Sir John Franklin 
during thil eeason and the winter of 186 8-64.. if tbtl infonnation )OU 

mAy ht;ve gained determine you to mntinue luch further aean:b. 
t. In oommunicatiDg with you on the subject. of your former orden 

and tbe ler'rice on ·whicb )'ou ue employed, 'We are aware how im
pouible it iJ for WI to aeftd ou~ any definite instructions with referenoe 
to your future proceeding., ""lien we are ignorant of the position in 
which you may noW' be placed, or whether any tlllCCll of Sir John 
Frankliu'l Expedition may have bun found during lut A.utumn Ol the 
Spring of thi. year, 8Jld what .tepe yon may have oontideted. it molt 
expedient to adopt. But if no tra06 or tbe mining ahipe ave been 
foud ~ond the Wellington Channel, and if it lhould appeu thai by 
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the extended -.reh you may have been enabled to make in that 
quarter. that the missing ships did not proceed in that direction, find 
if Captain K&lett should bave reached Melville Islalld, liS directed by 
his instructions, and his land cxpetbtiolls should also hllve failed in 
finding any luch trare, it docs not Ilppear to 119 that there is auy other 
direction 10 which a prospect of their di'!OOvery can 1w expected. 
Every acreuible part of the sbores of the IJolat Seas west of .Lnncustcr 
Sound will have been visited without finding a trace of the missing 
ship3, except their fOMn('r station lit Drecile), !sland in 1845 and 1846. 
In such a contingenry as this, RIIII if such should likewise be your 
01)10ioo after mature consiuemtion with thl] senior officers under your 
command, then: appears 110 olher COllr~e left but to abandon all further 
15ellrch. 

S. But in case you 8110uld buve found any trace of tbl' Expedition, 
it will be your duty to follow up thnt tra .. .e. In doing this you must 
exercise extrcm!' caution, so as not to lose your means of communi· 
cation with Beech!'y Island; nor are you to incur any hopt'lcss risk by 
prooeeding beyond reasonable limits, for the safety of your own ereW8 
mmt be your first CIlf('. We plnee every confidence in your zenl and 
intdligenee, and fef'l assured that you will aet with 1I0umi jlldgment in 
whatever situation you mny be pll'l.ced; W(' therefoft· leave it to you 
either to abandon the E:lpedition a1toh'etber, if you are of opinion t111t 
no further IlLepS can be practICably taken, or to send snch of the ships 
to England lI:I you may not require ; transmitting by them to our 
Secretary not only a full account of all your proceedings, but charis 
of all your waooveries, and keeping us inConnetl of your views lind 
intentions, so that, if it should be necessary, every teqlU8itc aid may be 
given you in the Summer of 1854. 

4. Before your final departure from the Polar Se3l:I, 9hould you 
think proper to adopt tI\I\t course, there appears one very important 
lubjcct which will require your serious consld('ration; and that is tbe 
present position of tile ships under the command of Captain Collinson 
aDd Commander M'Clnre, which entered the ice to the north·Cll!It of 
Point Barrow (Behring 8tool.3), the latter 1.n August, 18;)0, and the 
former in luly. 18~1. These officen with their respective crews may 
hu-e been eomlMlU&d. by circuUlstances to abandon their ships. If such 
eould be the case. they may probahly attempt to reach Melrille Island; 
anel ~~ had this in view when you left England, we directed. in 
Jour ~DIJ that a dep6t. of proviaions and other storea .howd 
be roa.id at tbat illmd. lI'rotll. thi. poaition they wi.Il DO donbt. 
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endcavoUl' to make their way to Beechey Island or Port Leopold. It 
will therefore be yOIa du!'y, before returning to EnglanA, to be fully 
satisfied that a propt::t depbt of coals, provisiotul, etc. bad been formed 
at Melville bland by Captain Kellett. and that clear information had 
also bo:Ien left there that similar supplies would be fouud at Beecber 
Island. 

1'1. Tbi~ depOt on Beechcy Island is to ()()nalst of 8 fullatore of coal. 
provisions, clothes, and other stores, and y('u will take C8l'e to have 
it most C&rtlfuUy securoo against the depredatioIl8 of bear~ or other 
tmimal1'J; you are also to leave one of your ship& there, with or without 
a crew, as you may deem most adxiwble, 80 that Captain Collin!lOn or 
Commander M'Clure's parties mo.y ftOU every pouible lL3lIistance which. 
they may requi.re, BlId have tht' means at their collUlltUld of returning 
to England; but should you find it to be practicable to place tbe ship, 
Of a depat of atotelJ, in a 1Il0re oo.VIlloed 1)O~itioD, between l!lelville 
and Beechey Island!!, it might be elpt:dient to do so. This is a point 
on wbicb you can form a octter judgment than we (,.8n. Our mOlit 
all1ioUtJ wish is to rstublish the best possible arrangoment with the 
view of giving succour and support to the crews of those shipe, should 
they be compelled to set'k refuge in the direction we have pointed out. 

6. Having expressed these general views, which will. require your 
careful oousidcratioD, we leave it to you to ta1r:e such tteps u you mlly 
consider most expedient for met"twg the circulll8tanoea of the <'8Se. 

7. On thl' arrival of th .. tl"llnsport at Beechey hland, you are im~ 
mediately to hll.!Jten her discharge, and despakh h6r to England with 
the leut pouible delay; and you are not to detain the • l'hamix ' 
longer than may be necessary. or to risk her being frozen in, but to 
send her also ro England with intelligence of your procoodings, ex
changing allY of her men, and tending invalids. etc. 

Given under our bands this 11th day of May, 1853, 

(Signed) J. R. G. GUBA.l(. 
H¥DE f.UI.KEll. 

M. F. F. BJIRULU. 
it. S. DaND"". 

To SIll E. BICLOBEa, C.B.. ALSX. Mn.NJ!J. 
CttptaM 0/ Her Molal,', Blip AuMUttlU. 

41'Ctic Sea •. 

By Conunaod of their LordIhips, 
(Signed) R. Qa1l0ltN.I. 



1862.] ADMIRALTf IN81RUCTloN8. 9 

No. Ill. 
b u t1'UCtUnu to Captain Sir Edt()(Jrd Belcher. O.B., or elu Senior 

0JIi.dr 0/ Her Hajedy', S"iJn at Beecluy I,land. 
Admiralty. April 28, 185'. 

Sla, 
My Lords Commissioners ur the Admiralty have directed Her 

MajC!ty 's ships Pbamix and Talbot. UllUtlJ' the ortIer'S of Captaip. IngllJM 
field, to proct"ed with provisiom and stores to B~lwy Island, for the 
purp08C of replenishing the ships and depots under )our urders j and 
I am rommanded by their Lordsllips to acquaint you tlillt on the return 
of the' l)hmuix' from Bc«hey bland l~t yeM, th .. y hnd the sntisfac
tio!} of bearing of thl: M.fe arrival of lIer Majesty 's ship Iuv('stigator, 
under the command of CapwlI M'CIUlT, at Banks Lnnd, having cow
pl.-ted the discovery of the Nortll-W{'~t Passage, though twhll.]lpily, 
without discoverihg traces of Sir Johu Frllukliu, lI.ud that part. of the 
crew had been enabled to reach Captain Kellett's station at Melville 
Island. By dE>~patches which they received from Bphring Straits they 
have infonnation that in August, 1851, Captain Collinson, in Her 
l\tujesty'8 ship Enterprise passed the entrance of the Colville River; 
and their Lordships trust hy the reports hE> may have obtaillf·d from the 
natives of Prince All)l·rt's JAlnd, as wl'll M from the recorlls del)()8itA;:d 

by Captain M'Clure on his passage Itlong that shore, that he may ruso 
Mn' heen enabled to reach some harbour on Banks Land, from whence 

he has made kno~lI his position either to CalJtain :WClurc or Captain 
Kellett.. 

Their Lordsbips ha.ve desired me to direct YOllr .pedal attention to 
the mea8ures they now require to be adopted for at once withdlll.wing, 
if possible, the whole of the force now employed in t he search of tllr 
J . Fran\Jin from the Polar Seas; for effecting this object they refrain 
from i$lluing any positive instructions Irow you arc to act, or what 
step. you are to take, aa they are aware you rollst be entirely guided 
by the position of the ships, and those varying circumstances which in 
that region must influence yout operationa; but their Lordships' view 
may be stated generally as followa;-

1. H tbe crews of tae 'Enterprise' and' Investigator' are at Banks 
lAnd, tht!r must abandon their shipe, and every endeavour should 00 
made to get them to Beecbey bland, that they may retunl to England. 
If thit ba.e akMy boon effected. and Captain Kellett with his ships 
hal ~ from Melville lIland. you are immediatdy to proceed to 
E~ wi. U\e wholf' of the .hips and their crews, abandolling all 
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further search for the mintn; Ex~ition, unlWl llI'Y. circumatnneet 
(on consultation with the I!efllOr officeI'! of Her Majt'sty', bhips) should 
induce you to beli('ve that your remaining out Illlotht'l yetlr would tend 

to clear up the fate of our rniij~ing I'OUlltryUU'Ii . Dut If Captain Kellett 
has been unll.blt" to OlavI' {rom his position at Melville blaud, It may 
be necell~!lry to give orders to him to alnmuon tile • ~lute' &nd 
• Intrepjd,' tI.Ild te(:\!re his rt"tJ'('.at to BClC{'hey bland; but as thi~ can
not be aceGlnplished thill yellr, you neffl not detain any officel'6 or men 
who may have alrendy reacbed Bet!chey hland, bU1- lend them to 
England forthwith. 

2. Should no tidings 118v~ been bMru of Captain ('.ollinllon in her 
Majeaty'~ ship EnterpnSl", it mcomes IIbsolutrly n eceSS/l.l)' to provide 
(or hi!. safety. l<'or this purpose the Melville Islam! u('ptit luu~t be 
replenished witil provisions and stOTH; lind it will be necessary for 
II eh:p and steam-tender to remam there, also the ' North Star' or 
• Talbot,' with I!. tender, at 1kech.f'Y bland, II.nd at thoStl stnbons every
thing wllich NUl odd to the iI' -8lth !llId comfort of tilr !.:rew! , hould be 
depostted ; and having doue this, it docs not appear to their Lordehi~ 
to be necessury that any of the otller silil's !hould remruu another fair 
in the l'omr Sea, unles~ , as befol'f' stllwd, you com.ider further search 
to be prudeut and IICC('SlIllry_ 

These al'l' tht' views of their Lonhhips: their JCreIlt ohjec~ king to 
recall, with the It-lis t !><,ssible delfty, the whole of tilt' silips or frews 
named ill the mnrgin,- if It can be done; if 1I0t possihle to do 50, ~hey 
If'ave it to your jndglllf'nl and Lilscletion to geUII)lOme such of them 
as may not hI' n:quirt'd, and to adopt thoS(' measures which you <'On
sider m('st necessary to ensure tile safety of Capl ain Collinson and hie 
crew, aud their spercly return to England_ This, their Lordship- are 
aware, must depend on the information you may have r~ived from 
Meivillil hland, the position of tbe respective ships Wlder your orden, 
the state of the depOts, etc,. all tht'ir Lordships can do is to oontide 
in your judgment, and they authoril.C you to tate lueh Ittpe and 
give such orders, and to make euch exchanges of offioen and men, aa 
you lIUIy de<!m nece!slItj for carrying thciT wi,he. into effect, 

They truat however Captain CollinM)n 1e 8afe; and if eo, it will be 
a &Ouree of lOuch 'JtItafftctjon to them, If during the approaohing 
Autumn the whole of your shipe and ttewe . ball arrive in England . 

• AJillistance, Pioneer, Re.olute, Intrepid, Enterprl.e. lnvett.igato:r, 
North StAr, Pbmnis, and Talbot. 
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On the return of any of the ships to England from Beechey leland, 
it is desiroble that the coast to the southward of Ponds Hay, namely, 
froID the Rivf'f ~lyde townroa Cupe Waillingham, shollid be examined; 
and you arc therefore to endeavour, in your instruction to tile shillS 
proceeding to Englllnd, to met'l tlti8 contingency. 

In the e,ent of your health n:ndl.'ring it ne<le!l8ary for you to return 
to England, and the necessity of a part of the squadron remaining out 
another winlRr, you are to make known to the OffiCt'f whom you may 
appoint to snccood you in command. all your \iews and arrangements 
respecting further proceedings. 

Although this country is now at war with Ruuia, you aTe clearly to 
understand thl\t you are 1I0t to commit any bOlltile nct whatever, the 
ships under your command having been fitwd out for the sole pUl'pOIIC 

of aiding those ellga~d in llcientific discoveries, and it being the e!ta
blished practice of nil civilized nations I.e eonsider vessels !o employtd 
as exempt from the operations of war. 

IIllD., Sir, 

Your most humble scrvant, 

n. OSBORN!:. 

I have used the expression" nearly apparent," but at 
the sixth paragraph of thcse first Instructions it will at 
once occur tu my readers that my mission was not quite 
single. Independent of the leuding feature of this search 
for Sir John }~ranklin. two others of Her Mll.jCiilt.y 'S ships, 
under the command of Captain Collinson, C.R, 8l1d 

Commander M'Clure,-the < Enterprise' and' Investiga.
tor,'-were yet to occupy my attention, and that too of 
a nature not contemplated, but, to my perception, to in
crease in interest, as well as importance, with each suc
ceeding season of my absence from ·this country; and 
unless recalled by inwlligencc of their safety. stiU de
manding my presence in those regions until every secu
rity )for their comfort and final relief was provided for 
by ~pat8 ~ provisions, as. well by leaving behind some 
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vessel of the squadron t.o await f'ith~r their ¥rival or re

call from England. 
Other objects, not enumerated, but dearly understood 

by my previous employment. will find their customary 
notice, simply observing that, so far as science was COD

cerned. this Expedition was not, when not otherwise 
engaged, to neglect its interests. 

Fortunately, at the momt'ut that I received my ap
pointment, on the 10th of February, 1852, myoId com
panions, Captnin H. Kellett, C.B., and C'lOmmander 
Richards, volunf.etred to support mc, the fonner taking 
command of the' Resolute,' and the latter (third in com
mand) of my own ship. the' Assistance: Commander 
M'elintock, Mr. Loney and Mr. M'J)ougan, Maglers, had 
also served umler me, the two latter in the' Samarang.· 
The other officers were appointed, as having volunteered, 
and having served in the former Expedition, uDder my 
predecessor, Captain Austin. 

It has been custom~ to annex the Dames of the 
o:f6ce~ engaged in such Expeditions, and I shall there
fore fol'ow the example. which is simply aD extract from 
the official ' Navy List: '-

AIl!lnTANC~. RESOLUTE. NoaTR STA". 

(bptm . . Sir E. lkleber, C.B, H. Kellett, C.B. 
Cotn.mo"Jw G. H. Richardll .. F. L. M'Clintookt . W.J.J.PuJIen. 
Lintnot. SheJ'1l]'d Osborn- . G. F. Mecham 

Walf.tor ~. May . B. C. T. Pint 
J. P. Cheyne . . R. V. Hamilton 

JitUtw . . 1. F. Loney. . . O. F. M'Dougall • T. C. Pullen. 
T. Allard- . . . F. T. Krobbet . . w. Shellabeert 

S.rger:m • David Lyall, M.D . . W.T.Domville.M,D. R.M'Cormick. 

- Additional for' PionNIl" tender. t For 'InUepid' t.end«. 
t Second. Marier. 
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A68~ITA.NOE. RESOLUTE. NOaTO BTU . 

Matu . F."B. Herbert · R. Bochf' . A. H. Alston. 
T. B. Grove. · G. S. Nares 
F. W. Pym (act.) · Mona. De Bray . 

.Aut. $r4rg. J . :s. Rif'ard!l· · R. U. Scout . F.Y.ToDl8(lent) 
F. Y. TOlllS 

BoaUwaifl. Mr. Taylor 
azrpenter . Mr. Kerr Beana 
Ojfteer, and Cre7(}' 91 9] 40 

Includes-Ice Quarter.masters, :Marines, etc. : Total, 222; of 
which each Tender took 30 individuals. 

'rhc 'North Star' was added to the Squadron, in coo
st:quence of the great difficulty, indeed impossibility. of 
the other vessels embarking stores from a transport at 
Disco, and the further probability of my not touching at 
all on the eastern side of Baffin's Bay. Beyond these 
questions she was imperatively necessary as a depOt to 
fall back upon. should either the northern or western 
division meet with accident. Commander Pullen, having 
just returned from his excursion along the northern coast 
of America, between Point Barrow and the Mackenzie, 
was selected for this command, wit.h a reduced crew, 
so as to derive the utmost possible stowage. Having 
been already strengthened for former Arctic service, she 
Was peculiarly adapted for this special depOt. But two 
clear months, and those at the most unfavourable season, 
intervened for every preparation (the 15th April being 
originally determined on as the day of departure). 

In 88 far as the vessels were conCerned, they were 
supposed. having been superintended by Captain Aus~ 
tin. to be complete. Indeed. there was no time to make 
alteiotion, If required. 

In the 1I'oat department Captain Austin had left me 
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little to add. but that little wo..' due principally to the 
kind suggestions of Captain Hamilron, ~om whom I 
obtained 8 very beautiful model of a fiat yawl, which, 
under the Ilands of the famed builder, lI-II. Searip, and 
the inventor of a light shaving plank one~cighth of an 
inch in thickness (Mr. Forster), produced four very beau
tiful ice-boats, two of sixteen and two of twenty fcet, 
the heaviest weighing hut 300 Ihs. The heavy lifeboats, 
unmanageable in icc, were left behind, the other boats 
being morc than sufficient to take care of the CI'f'W8. 

In all such expeditions the numberless schemes pro. 
posed. nnd correspondence to he answered. are enough to 
occupy the attention moat seriously, to the detriment of 
public duty, and the inconvenience of being clther drawn 

into intenninable discussion, or the charge of want of 
courtesy to those unanswered. To all, who mBY feel 80 

offended, I can only plead, "not want of courtesy," but 
inability by my own hand. Tbey were ftnswered gene
raUy by dictation. 

The provisions, clothing, as 'Well as the selection of the 
crews, remained as principal features, to which Wlremit_ 
tmg attention was necessary. 

Every possible Cacility was afforded by their Lordships' 
" special orders," as well 88 by all their leading officers 
in the several departments, so that, if anything went 
wrong, I alone must take upon myself the discredit to a 
very great e.wnt: IJpon the first and vital poin~ the 
provision!, I was immediately in communication with 
Captain Milne. and the Comptroller of Victualling. Mr. 
Grant; and after recent exposures on preaerved meata, 
it became a matter of very serious COIlIideraiioD. 
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The beef and pork were cured at our naval establish~ 
menta at De~tford, HasInr, and Plymouth. The prime 
pieces alone, free from bone, were selected, and as recent 
88 the time permitted. At Haslar. under the especial 
superintendence of Sir Edward Parry and Sir John 
Richardson, our store of pemmican was prepared. 

Our other supplics were principally from the firms of 
Hogarth, Fortnum and Mason, Gamble. Moir, Moore, 
Allsop, Edwards, l\IRsson, ChoHet and Co., Fadeuille; 
and to the result of my public reports I must refer these 
parties for the general good opinion entertained of their 
supplies. 

I do Dot imagine that the reading public will feel any 
interest in the account of the general amonnt of provi
f;ions, comforts, etc. embarked; but as I have myself 
frequcutly been disappointed at not finding the list of 
extras, and the value assigned to them, I have inserted 
8uch a list in the Appendix, with the collective opinion 
thereon. 

Among the leading schemes proposed were the bal
loons used by my predecessor, and blasting Ly Bid of 
galvanic agency. In the latter I took peculiar interest, 
owing chiefly to tbe success which attended that mode of 
simultnneous explosion on heavy charges at Round Down 
Cliff, near Dover, in 1343 (displacing 400,000 cubic 
yards by 18,500 lb •. of powder I). But chamber-practice 
and ice-practice are yet to be tested: on which refer to 
oeparale article OQ lee-Blasting, Appendix. On this 
mode alone we were not dependent. and were also fully 
provided "itb Bickford', match. 

From tl>e Ordnance <lvery posoible attention was 
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• bo"" by Sir Thorn.. Hastings; and· at, the lWyal 
Arsenal every portion of our equipment lV88 complete 
within the ability of the Storekeeper But to Colonel 
Colquhoun. myoId friend and sometime companion, I 
feel under great obligation, for his unremitting. untiring 
persc'Veranoe and ingenuity in suggesting, as a practical 

iceman, many little ari,ides of equipment which have 
proved eminently valuable. OUf cylinders, of copper, 
containing twenty pounds of powder. and fitted with 
screw stuffing-boxes and galvanized india-rubber packing 
for the fuses. were most perfect. OUf whale rockets and 
tubes, harpoon-guns, etc. all belong to his fertile mind. 

To numerous other individuals not filling public situa
tions our thanks are abl) due. But as this has been 
deemed a scientific expedition in coooc£'tioo with the 
great search, and in which I am bappy to associate the 

names of Kellett, Richards, Pullen, Loney, and M'Doo· 
gall, I alll slire that they all feel with me, that I do well 
to reserve for our especial debt of gratitude that which 

is so eminently due to the Hydrographer, Rear-Admiral 
Sir Francis Beaufort, for his watchful care over every 
public lUI well 88 private convenience that might lessen 

our difficulties and tend to our comfort. 
Associated with him, Colonel Sabine, Captain E. John. 

SOD, and Mr. Glaisher. have each rendered tbeir time and 

service to the cau8.e. 'l'hat the great and primary object 
of our Expedition could not allow of any delay or de

viation from our ronte, it is needles8 to observe. But 

the mind cannot tamely follow the sledge-track, and con. 
,tantly pore over the weary desert of the floe , it ~uiree 
OCCUpatiOD. relaxation, and amusement. Such, acienoo 
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offers. And in the gloom of winter, independent of well • 
• 

organized re~sters of the customary requirements of our 
pret;ent improved profession. many scraps will be found 
worthy of note, and possibly of deeper interest than our 
scale of knowledge may possibly at the time deem im. 
portant. The recOrd of nonsense can be obliterated, but 
the failure to record undeniable facts, only to be witnessed 
once in a. life. is unpardonable. 

The instnlments from the Hydrographic Office rested 
on my selection from those in store. Several were made 
expressly for me, hut the deficiency in reliable light alti
tude !lnd azimuth circles could not be made up. Of 
these, at lenst of two more, I felt the wtmt, even of good 
theodolites. Of the artificial black horizons I must say 
they wert' useless-untrue: but the entire blame, jf any, 
rests with me. The five-inch azimuth and rutitude, by 
Cary, waq perfect, and saved many a position. It was 
my companion for fifty-two days over very rough ground, 
and to the summits of many mountains, without fault or 
damage. 

In the compass department, the Hydrographer And 
Captain Johnson were unremitting in their endeavours 
to produce the best travelling instruments, and which 
should at the same time occupy the smallest space. In 
all tbis they acted with their customary forethought and 
ability; and if the magnetic needle ever was called in 

aid, the instruments were good. 
But in·the Arctic travelling season very seldom was it 

used. The sun, the great umpire in all matters of truth, 
waa not often 80 long veiled, night or day, but we had his 
advice. ADd here. indeed. the labour and forethought 

VOL. I. c 
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of tbe Hydrographer furnished the doulltful \J'''eU .... 
dubious of his variation. an unerring MeDtor~ This was 
a portable tabular compilation of azim.nthai bearings of 
the SUD, at iJltervals of twenty minutes, betweeu the Inti· 
tudes of 70° and 810 north, embrneing the tra.velling 
period between March and Septembcr inclusive. 

I should make but 8 feeble attempt to explain these 
matters to the gelleral render. Professional men need 
none. The words of our Hydrographer are too perfect, 
and they will speak for themselves. 

" In the Dp.ighbourhood of the magnetic poles the com· 
pllSS becomes so sluggish as tt) be of little usc, either to 
the mnriner in his bost or to the traveller on his sledge, 
ond boOI arc therefore obliged to depend, for the direction 

of their course, on the bearing of the sun. But in high 
Inti tudes the pnth of the sun is iuclined nt so smnll all 

8.Dgle to the horizon, aJld its rise Of fall i'J therefore so 
slow, that it is difficult to determine ita azimuth Of benr
ing by n rough nlhtnde measured from au horizon cn
cumbered with ice, DIld a more careful observation, by 
reflection, would not only consume much valuable time, 
but would be impracticable in the earlier months, from 
the severity of the weather, which woold render it dan
gerous to expose the hands . 

.. Assuming, therefore, that at ~f!1I'J slatiQll where the 
bobt is moored, ?r the sledgo party is encamped, the 
appafcnt timc has been correctly a.scerlaincd, and the 
pocket wotches duly set; til.., will the following tablcs; 
by showing tho true bearing of the sun. enable the Ieoder 
to adopt what course he pleases, Wld IIlPreover to adhere 

10 it. by repeatedly IooIring at his wotch ond estilnllliDg 
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the angle between the sun and his track,-which opera. 
. .' tlOna requU'c no unne(,essary exposure . 

• 
"The tables are computed for the zone comprised by 

the parallels of 70° and 81° north, and extend from the 
beginning of March to the end of September-the Bea
son most likely for exploring expeditions; but should 
their use be required before or after those periods, the 
intelligent traveller can readily estimate the allowance 
he should wake, by comparing the differences in the 
preceding aud 8ub'lcquent columns, and by observing 
the changes produced by the varying latitudes; though 
the reader win perceive, that evcn lL material error in the 
assumed latitude would be scarcely apprrciable in taking 
up a hnc of march."-F. B. 

This merely evinces the scientific interest in the matter. 

rrhe compasses themselves were enclosed in neat leathern 
cases, suspended by I.L belt (spare pins nnd needles ill

cluded), and the magnetic needle itself so adapted to the 
card that at noon the eompass could be set by the sun to 

tell the true meridian; and thus, until n fresh opportu

nity was afforded. of obtaining further proof 01 the t.ime 
by that cheering luminary, the traveller was relieved of 
the perplexities attending the correction for variations 
amounting to almost half the circle in extent, 1420 to loGO. 

fl1he libraries furnished to each vessel contained all 

that w .. asked, which, aided by private oollections, left 
• 

nothing to be wished for in that department. A very 

.xcellen.t, printing P""", with full type, was supplied to 
the leodiJlg command., and was found useful. 

In the comfort. and extras for tho sick, and for the 

complelot ~tUpmeut for the coDectioo and preso<Vation 
c2 
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of rare objects, and all mattei's connected with Datural 
• history, our acknowledgments arc spe<lmlly' due to 811' 

William Burnett, the Dircctor.Gereral of the Medical 
Department (If the Navy. 

'fhe tents, sledges, and gencml equipmcDts, 8S OD the 
last expedition, were furnished by the Dockyard at Wool. 
wich. Gutta-pereha CilSCS of all descriptions were pro
vided, but nonc 8ucc('cdcd: tht'Y will not stand intense 
or ruoderawcold j but some adaptation of this, or J effries' 
marine glue, would, 1 8ill satisfied, under judicious ar
rangement, prove highly important. 

On the 19th of March the ship left the dry dock, ma
king n most ominot'ls lurch , and was secured alongside 
the Dockyard. On tl..e 25th, hauled off to the' Charger' 
hulk, Rnd nothing appeared likely to detain us beyond 
the contetu}llntcd llay, April 15. 

On the 10th of April aU the vessels were in thf> stream. 
and cOllstantly crowded by inquiring and illter~t.ed vi. 
Ritors On the Monday the magnetic instruments were 

cmbarked, and a Reries of very valuable thermometers, 
specially prepared, from Greenwich and Kew Obser
vatorics. rrucsday and W ednesday were exciting days: 
the presentatIOn of twenty-five silken wrought banners 
for the s\cdgt...'8, by ladies deeply interested in our suc
cess, snd our leave-tuking from tllose warmly esteemed 
friends and their relatives, will ntver be effaced from 

• 
our memoncs. 

'fo the Lords of the Admiralty generally, to Captain 
Hamilton, Captain Milne, and Mr. Grant, I personally 
owe my acknowledgments, for the kindness aud facilities 
afforded me throughout the equipment of this Expedition, 
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To Mr .• BlIrrow all are deeply indebted for his un
deviating kindness, anticipating wants which in our ex
cited preparation we had but little leisure to dream of, 
and for promises fully realized during our absence. 

Under such conrlitions, like spoiled children, with 
everything our own way-with even the wf'ather favour
ing every motion of our equipment-behold the Expedi
tion ready, if need be, at the appointed hour ! 

I have an almost superstitious dread of 1°ndec£l1ion. and 
do not consider men liable to It fit for any species of 
trust. A.nd under such feelings, 011 the 15th of April. 
much to my relief, the Squadron slipped their fasts to 
the hulks to \\ hieh they had been secured, and, towed by 
the steam-tugs, proceeded down the river . 

It was a deeply interesting srene in every sense. 
Groups might be noticed on the Dockyard walls, scanning 
with eager interest for the last signal . Now a white 
handkerchief rose and fen with an almost pussionate nc
tiOll. On board frequently a lared-eap individual might 
be noticf'd intently gazing through a telescopf', and sud
denly holding up the badge of recognition. Oftcn the 
wave of the blunt seaman's hand told where his heart 
was, "without leave." Fortunately the sturn-tug di~

pensed with any but the sacred duties of the last farewell . 
In addition to the;;c interesting matters, the Dockyard 

authorities had summoned the workm.n to line the walls, 
the band strilting up , Should auld lang syne' and other 

appropriate tunes, between the peats of cbeers. which 
kept our crews incessantly engaged, and which were re
IJ1<>I'ded \0 with equal vigour. This friendly fire was 
apia to!uI" up by our warm-hearted friends, the True 
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Blue. of the Arsenal. • .. d fiDally by • vety.unexpected 
Bally from the Minie Rifle division at tho) Marshes, who 
had advanced to the river-side. 

And now all was silent. Deep thought prevailed, aud 
the fidgety, short walk clearly indicated that some weight 
had beCn removed, and that duty was sought for change. 

Shortly after 1I00n the first stage of our eventful 
journey was accomplished, and the vessels secured to 
their mooring-buoys at Greenhithe. 

On the ] 6th the vessels were swung for local ntt.raction 
due to the iron on th(' compasses. My duties carried me 

to London. Captain Johnson performed this duty, Cap
tain Kellett attending to his own >lhip. rrhc stowage and 
iron fittings of the tenders remaining nearly the same, 
the tables for those vessels remained unchanged. 

'rhe 'North Star,' having been detained by provision still 

unstowed, dropped down and joined company. The pow
der was em barked in rather large quantity for blasting 
purposes, and nothing now prevented our proceeding bu~ 
final instmctions, and the customary visit of tbe Lords-of 
the Admiralty, which had alrcndy been duly notified. 

On Monday, the 19th, the Board, comprising His 
Grace the Duke of Northumberland, Rear-Admiral Sir 
P. Hornby, Captain Sir T. Herbert, Captain Milne, the 
Private Secretllty, and SirB. W. Walker, the Surveyor of 
the Navy, inspected the ships, officers, ond crews. Privy 
Council duties Te-quiring the attendance of the Duke in 
town, the Board left rather in haste, leaving me to Ie

ooive and entertain Prince D' Aguil8., from the Neapo
litan Court. for whieh purpose the .tate barge bad been 

&eDt down with Mr. Gore, flag-lieutenant, from Woolwich. 
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After His twyaJ Highness had inspected the vessels, he 
returned to London. 

On the 20th Commodore Eden arrived with the pay
clerks, paid the crew up to this date, at which they com
mence their double pay, and six months' ordinary pay in 
advance (two months' being customary), Under ordinary 
circumstances, the payment, witb such facility to escape, 
many having no men.of-war's time, would have been con

sidered hazar-dolls. We had no sneh feeling on the whole, 

nor were We deceived. A finer body of men never trod 
the decks of any of lIer Majesty's ships of war. Our 
North Sea pilots heing cmharked--ihe same who took 
out Sir Jobn Franklin having been allotted to us-I went 
to London to receive my final instructions, returning by 
cleven o'clock that night, accompanied by a warm-hearted 
friend. who had voluntt.'cred to see me to the Orkneys. 
and be the bearer of our last adieus. Such friends are 
lIot butterflies. My detention to this date was by su
perior will. 

Shortly after four A.M. on the morning of the 2] st 
we slipped our moorings. 'llhe Squadron, towed by 
the 'Lightning,' 'African,' and' Monkey,' and tenders 
under steam, quitted Greenhithe before the good people 
had time to open their eyes, or think of anything like 
cheering. About eight o'clock we Righted the ships at 
Sheerness. the' Ocean' bearing the. broad pendant of 
Commodore Hope, Admiral the Honourable Josceline 
l'Ill'C:l' being absent on I.,.ve. 
A~ nine 0' olock, casting off the steamers, we an

chored at \he N are, in order to complete the stowage 
of the ' Nol:tb Star: and to make good certain defects 
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caused by the' PioneN" running into us. H~re w(' were 
joined by the' Basilisk' and 'Desperate.' reserve waf· 
steamers, commanded by Commander Gardiner and 
Lieutenant Stevens, ordered to accompany us as far as 
the 20th meridian west; the • African' to tow for six 
days from the N are. 

Commodore Hope came off in the steam-tender 

'Sprightly,' and. in order to expedite our supplies, I 
accompanied him to the Dockyard, the 'Monkey' and 
, African' also running in to coal. 

Having paid my respect .. to the AdmirnJ's lady and 
family, and invited them to visit the ship durmg our de
tention, her daughters, as well as those of myoid friend 
Sir Charles and Lady Colville, availed themselves, with 

other visitors, of the opportunity. 
At three o'clock, our defects having been made good, 

we took leave of our friends, the Commodore passing 

under the stern of each vessel, giving and receiving in 
return our three last nnd most exciting cheers; for here 
we felt that the final knot was cut which connected us 
with civilized England. 

Our anchors were tripped, and, towed by our respec

tive tugs through the lowering mists which hung over 
the embouchure of the Thames, we took our last look 
at the shores of Kent, and dived to our cabins, to me

ditate on the gr~t work we had undcrtok.en ;-not 
in pride of command, but in the feeling that we were 
merely following up the clue which others had barely 
left us enough to hold on by-hardly enough to warp 
ahead with. 
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Up to this moment all has gone well. The sun has shed 
his cheering rayon all our movements, anrl not a day's 
rain interfered either with our rigging or embarkation 
of stores. One cannot but be grateful for all these bene
fits, and deem them but a preJude, under God's blessing. 
to a fortunate termination to our efforts. 

In tow of the steam-tugs' Monkey' and' African,' ann 
accompanied by the' Desperate,' • Basilisk,' 'Lightning,' 
and our steam.tenders • Pioneer' and ' Intrepid,' we 
formed rather an imposing than warlike squadron. The 
tide beiog in our favour, we mow:d rapidly through the 
shoals of the Thames-mouth, and entering the North Sea 
soon began to feel the old sensations of being again on 
the oce&D. The breeze freshening f8l)t, and my instruc
tion. directing the return of the 'Lightning' and ' Monkey' 
from the $Ullk Light off Harwich, the' Intrepid' abo 
having oignaIIed defects in machinery, I determined 011 
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anchoring for the night, complete' Desperatj'!' with ooa1 
from < Monkey: nnd despatch the latr,er vessel to Wool. 

wich. 
Before daylight, the' Intrepid '. having made good de

fects, we again moved forward; the' Assistallce' towed 
by the' Basilisk;' the' Resolute' by the' Desperate j' 
f North Star' by , African jt R.nd • Lightning,' , Intrepid: 
and ' Pioneer' muler steam; hut the breeze soon render
ing towing inconvenient, sail was made, and each vessel 
moved independently. As the Sea rapidly increased, and 
would soon render communication unsufe, I despatched 
my Jast commnnication by the 'Lightning,' directing 
her return to 'Voolwich ; and as the breeze. very soon 
increased and separated the Squadron. and' African' did 
not rejoin, I imagine that she followed the < Lightning.' 

April 23.-About one A.M. we rounded the Hudgeon 

Light and steered for Buchanncss, where the eOD!mrLs, 
• North Star' excepted, rejoined. 

April 25.-About three A.M. on the morning of the 
25th, the breeze failing, the steamer resumed tow, and 
about seven A.M. the < North Star' was seen under the 

high land of Caithness. About seven we took on board 

an Orkney pilot, and shortly before noon, under a mO!t 
brilliant and cheering BUD, not a bree9:e moving and sea 
glassy smooth, we threaded tbe Orkneyl'l. passing Long 
Hope, where I had at first purposed ,,"ChoriDg, and by 
noon were safely anchored off the town of Stromnese. 
The • Basilisk' was then ..,.t to aid the' North Star.' 

The remainder of the Squadron graduaRy dropped in, 
and before sunset all were in &ecarity. the teDders and 
8team6l'l within tbe i:n.ner harbour. 
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1'bis beiQg Sunday, and the inhabitants at church at 
the time of <>ur arrivai, we were not visited until the 
efternoon, when the Custom.house authorities and Dr. 
Hamilton came on board, tendering their services. 

Understanding from these gentlemen that a. vessel 
laden with coal on sale was within tho hnrbour. 'I was 
enabled, before the arrival of the steamers, to make 
arrangements for their entering at once, to transfer it 
more convemently without further delay or ('xpenditure 
of fuel. rrhis, probably, was the first time that the inner 
harbour of Strom ness bore on its waters four steamers of 

war of such length and tonnngf'. 
Unfortunately the Post-office at Kirkwnll did not for

ward our If'tters,notwithstanding that the official envelopes 
were addressed to Stromnes8,-possibly. in the expec
tation that the seekers for them would find their way 
thither. In this they were not mistaken, as our younger 
men were rather anxiou. to commence their explorations 
and breathe 8 little pure atr,-nn pxnmpJe which Captain 
Kellett and myself soon followed a pi('d, on the rising 
ground in the immediate vicinit.y. The observations un 
the town and scenery are hardly expected in these days, 
and amount to nil. Our attention was chiefly directed 
to the points and facilities for watering, obtaining the 
neceasary supplies, and other trivial duties. 

Nor was tIme idly expended on board. We had as 
yet bad but our first IIhaking, and it was not long before 
my indefatigable aid, Commander Ricbards, found stow
holes for many objects which doubtless puzzled him, and 
which pro!>6bly never before lumbered the quarter.deck 
of &IIy ""'*'I bearing & pendant. These comprised heavy 
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cases of concentrated iu1phuric acid (oil uf ,vitriol), gal
vanic batteries, balloon gear, Cl41n wIllis. ali£a, which 
would probably involve more queric-s than I would care 
to answer. At every step these were really obstructions, 
and some were subjects not to be ill-treated with impunity, 
cvtm thus flU' out of Scotland. In tlle midst of all these 

duties, involving almost a rt'stownge of the ship. watering. 
coaling, etc., we began to distover that our private stock 
of animals and other requisites, involving the comfort of 

both inner and outf'r man, hud been most peculiarly over
looked. 1'bo natives, too, had discovered our weakness, 
from a certaiu ju,ror d;splaJcd by one or two leading 

purchasers, and did not i"vcn, while thllil patriotically and 
philanthropically engaged, fail in forming just estimates 

of the contents of our purses, proba.bly understanding 
from previous 'visitors that mcn-or-war's men are fair 

gamc. 

Independent of any such feeling, and setting aside any 
presumption that stock here is cheap and ensy to bt' pro

cured, I would strongly advise my brother officers not to 
tru~t to any such fallacy beyond eggs, milk, and butter. 

Animals, ducks, fowls, etc., are not fit to kill, do not live, 
and turn out t>velltually very dear bargains. But tbis 

applics in most minor ports. It is only the practised 
stockman who will supply objects fit to {'at, or which 
will endure the caging on board ships. 

Our rambles exhibited to us, or rather to myself, no 
improvement since my visit to the OrkneYB in 1821,--8 

private individual, and most warmly and hospitably enter~ 
tained by some good friends at KirkwaB, whose names 
have esatped my memory, but their kindness has not 
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been forgotten,. Possibly they recollect me at the Manse 
only as the ~pquisitive "Atone-breaker." I rode over to 
Stromn{'ss and back the same evening. To expect hos
pitality or attention under present circumstances would 
be unfair: who could entertain such an army of locusts? 

One of our deserters, or rather an unfortunate middy 
whose dreams were morc powerful than the cheers at 
parting, had now given himself up, having posted and 
railed, expl\..'Ss, through two parts at least of Great Bri
tain to overtake us, and crossed by gig from Kirkwall. 
As there was no "cheque without leave," no further 
questions were asked; I wns only too glad to sec h1m. 
By him we received information that the steamer which 
brought him to Kirkwall would depart on the next day 
eveniug for Aberdeen. 

I had now to lose my kind companion Mr. E. Ray. 
We took leave of him on the evening of the 27th, seeing 
him off by the mail-cart; and to his kindness, and in
terference with the Post-office, I feel that we in a great 
measure owe the reception of our letters by our return 
officers. He carried with him our final desplltcbes, 
with which he would sail at dawn on the morning fol. 
lowing for Aberdeen. 

April 28,-Fortunately we obtained the sun for our 
chronometers at two P.M., just as the weather began to 
exhibit a suspicious, murky appearance, when the Squa
dron weighed, cleared the islands, a~d was onee more 
on its forward progress. The absence of the' African ' 
we now felt seriously; her services might have proved 
iulportant to tow out the • North Star,' as in this thick 
weather oUe more tug would have kept us securely COD-
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nected. We werfl compelled to lie to--an~ that lB, under 
tow, a most tedious operation-until QIl6 of the steamers 

• 
could extricate the • North Star;' much valuable calm 
and offing in this variable climate was thus lost. 

Having fairly gained an offing, tile' Basilisk' was al~ 

lotted to the' Assistance' and tenders, and the 'De8pa~ 
rate' to the' Resolute' and' North Star.' About four 
A.N:. on the 20th. we pussed Cape Wrath lights. and 
before nightfall had cleared the north~rn end of Lewis 
Island. 

We were now tndy at sea. My instructions were ex
plicitly limited to t8.king the two steam a.ids as far as the 
longitude of :Wo west. It was my intention. on reach
ing that meridian, to complete the tenders with coal, and 
then release them. That the orders were worded so im
peratively was uufortunate. Had it been simply, not to 
carry them beyond their safe means of return, I might 
easily have taken the supplies out at an earlier date, 
or, at reducf'd coal, worked a day or more longer, until 
smoother water prevailed 

Uufortunatcly this distance was not made good until 
Sunrlay, the 2nd of May, when the labour did not ap. 
pear ;sufficiently imperative to disturb that day of rest; 
but, the breeJic suddenly freshening at nightfal.l, and 
towiDg.bawsers parting. it became llOOCSsary to make 
sail independently. 

Bad wea.theI' cOntinued \Ultil the 8th of May, when. 
taking advantage of a loU. we communicated with the 
ateamers, eJ-changing 8. m&riJle and taking their towing. 
bawsers. Our despatches were senl by the • n..p.r.to,' 
LieIltenanl SteveDs, .. being more likol,y, by ~ ....t 
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(lftnV88 oombiI}ed. to reach Plymouth, and, by rail, Lon
don, earlier than the • Basilisk: bound to Portsmouth 

• 
with paddles and canvas. Much pleased with the dili-
gence and handling of these vessels by their respective 

commanders, we cheered and parted company, thus se
vering the last link on this side of Greenland. 

Shortly after parting with the steamers, we feU in with 

a dead whale, and began to experience the custolOat'Y 
visitation of the fish-hunting birds, mollymoks, gulls, 
etc., of Greenland. On the 15th of May, being in lati
tude 57° 56' north and longitude 38° 26' west, we were 
visited by a snow-bunting, and on the 20th noticed the 
first iceberg; but, although we passed between several 
small pieces of ice, neither the air nor sea exhibited any 

change of temperature. 

On the 1st of May we passed Cape Farewell, and on 
the 24th were becalmed oft' GodhavD. 1'be dredge was 

Rent down and some few shells obtained, but the cod

fish and halibut, notwithstanding the most enticing baits 
were tried, could not be induced to hite. Suddenly a 

long rolling swell came in from the south-west, C811sing 
the vessels to pitch very heavily. and, as they rose to the 

summit of the wave, exhibiting the land.ice, not before 
noticed, as lining the coast-line. The effect was curious, 

.... d not pleasing. 
The customary routine of such tedious navigation oon

tinued until tbe 29tb, wben we got ;, fair wind and ran 
up I<> lI\e WbaJefioh folends. 

As CUIItomary in these cases, reference was made to 
"lb. voyages." and to person. On bqord who bad boon 
beoo ~, lJWi no 011& ooul<l aft'0ld OIly information 
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calcuJated to be of use. We were tbert:fore compelled 
to grope our way, aJ.rled by our dead l'eckonmg. 

To the seaIDan seeking Whalefish Island'i nothing 
can be more deceitful than the first j\ight of the group, 
when distant about ten miles, and more particulo.riy if 
the wind should be light and the sen very smooth, when 
probably it would prove glassy calm at the islands. They 
would then appear merely like a scattered reef on the 
surface of the ocean; but the mystery is easily dispelled. 
If they display a. wide extep.t, you are to the south-west; 
and if you bring them to bear Dearly trup 'north, you 
must be in the fait way for the entrance, which is by 
the south-east end of the southern island. E.N.E. by 
compass, they show in the centre of Disco ODd as ODe 
island. 

'rhe two main islands are high, about (/Ul1 M~t1 
feet, and will exhibit It df'f'p gap b~tween them. it is 
in this gap, about half a enble wide, that ve~<;(>}A fl.nr:boT. 
The Danish Establishment is on the soutberu isllUld, 
termed Kron-Prins Island. If the brcczp be stendy. shave 
it on the cast, as 11 rock hes off about a cable's length 
north.north·east true, and run for the gap until Boat 
Isle 11'1 seen midway in tho channel; drop anchor in the 
mouth, and veer to secure to either or both shores. Five 
of Her Majesty's ships were safely berthed, well within 
the mouth. 

The latitude of Boat Island was dewrmin.ed to 00-
latitude 68° 58' 42" N., longitude 63° la' W., variation 
70' 46' 89" W. 

In Captain Mangles' account I notice that Sir John 
Franklin was much in the same dilemma as ouraelves ; 
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indeed when 1 was first infonned that they were truly 
• the Whalefi$ Islands, I could scarcely credit it. They 

did not appear to afford the slightest chance of shelter. 
On tht: other hand, no seaman who has once visited 

them, and used his eyes, can for one instant be in doubt. 
There are no others to mislead him, if he approaches 
them on the proper bearing. Disco may also be in 
sight, and the very remarkable mountain over Lievely 
will, bearing north (tme), be 1m infalhble aid. If these 
islands should be sought from the northward, bring the 
easternmost point of the high eastern island to bear south 
true, and fun down until YOll pf'rceive the channel, with 
8 rock in the centre, between the two highest islands. 
Round aU rocks easterly, at a good berth, and enter this 
channel boldly; steer for the starboard channel; puss 
Boat Island; after which run for the port side, to avoid 
8 rock, close in shore, on the starboard hand; anchor as 
you open the narrows. Bergs sometimes plant them~ 
selves at the Roothern mouth of this gully; it is thel"<'fore 
lfaCer to be well within, as they ground and may break 
your anchor, jf you should be just outSIde th(' opening. 

The moment any vessel is noticed stecring for tht:8e 
islands, the Esquimaux, or "Huskies,"· as the Danes 
customarily term them, come off in sufficient numbers 
to satisfy you that you are near the haunts of uncivilized 
men, and will o.fford sufficient informl\tion to guide Bny 
stranger to JUs IUlchorage. They are all in the pa.y of, 
or dependent on, the DBnish Resident there or a.t Lievely, 
and ",o.,.y' On the seal-fishery for the Company's interest . 

• * .. k1lBky"'j. their own term. 1 recollect the chorua to II song It 
J.:a.mt.etWka -&4 "Huaky, IIllIk,.." 

VOL. l. D 
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The establishment .t tbe Wbalefish IsJaqda must bave 
degenerated in a most extraordinary degree .01 late yean, 
u it ever deserv<ld the reputation of having one decent 
Douse in it within the memory of man. Never did I wit
ness such utter filth and degradation in any Esquimaux 
westel'O tribe in my life; but vi&its to Lievely, Uper
navik. Bud Cape York, satisfy me that the tribes here 
are more filthy. Upon the occasion of our visit, nine 
kaiacks formed in line ahead, awaiting our arrival, witb 
lances poised, M if we had been some mighty mouster 
of the deep they intended to attack. These kaiacks 
probably were manned by their select men, and in
tended to exhibit a visit of courtesy I as thty were better 
clad than we afterwar-ds noticed. They kept up with the 
ship. throwing their HpCnr5 at objects which offered, re
covering thcm with great agility IlS they cllmo up with 
them, buoyed by their light fish-bladder. One unfortu
nate /urmne was struck, probably guziug in astonishment 
at us, but pursuit was overbalanced by the chance of 
the nice things they might pick up frOID us, particu
larly as it was our dinner hour, and Jack is geucl'QUi 
in his way. 'rhey probably had seen the ship before, 
but no whaler ever could be mistaken for her. Many 
of them have some pretension to head and stern, and 
are even gilded; but why our predecessors deemed it 
expedient to make aUf vessels so unlike anything bef~ 
created, not a little perplexes me, for in truth we have 
lei18 of the heavy ice to encounter. The day 'Ull yet 
arrive when whalers, or those i,nt.ending to atP~ the.pJ.. 
selves in "northern researches," will prefer clipper
moulded veasels, instead of tea.ooests. 
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Our time h~. whilst refitting, watering. and restowing 
our holds, \ras employed examining the islands and 
shooting ducks, chiefly the eider (Ana. fflollissima). As 
to any communication with the so-caned Governor. or 
oil-cooper to the settlement, only distinguishable by a 
white face and reddish hair from the as filthy Esqui
maux, there was no inducement. 1.'aking our departure 
by the northern route, on the 5th of June, we passed up 
the eastern side of the group, om search of Lieve]y. 

The same relUarks apply to information about Lievely. 
It must be sought by latitude and longitude, being situ
ated in latitude 6Uo l3' 56" N., longitude 53° 42' W. 

1'he surest and unerring mark is a flat-crowned 
beetling cliff, about one-third from the western point 
of Disco, where indeed they appear to terminate. On 
nearing thtl land, which is "safe to," the rocks which 
form the port of Lievely will be seen to project well to 
the southward, and fine gI"8velly beaches commence im
mediatdy to the eastward of the rocks which, externally, 
form this very close port. It is indeed the port of the 
island of Lievely. At abont two mues w~sterly from 
these fine dark gravelly beaches, the jutting angohn 
head1and will exhibit the great red beacon, which at 
once sets further doubt at rest. 

This beacon is on the outer south-west head, and has 
a deep bay within, which at first sight might be mistaken 
for the port. Steer past this bay o~ the outer side of 
the ialet, which lies off, aDd round the next inner point, 
wit.hin which a deep strait will open. Hnd pilots will meet 
te veeeel. 'rae port lies at the eastern extremity of this 
1inIit. and \a • moot perfect. land-locked. safe anchorage. 

n2 
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The town cunnot be seen until you reach the eastern 
bight of this ,trait. 

In our case, the tenders having bean directed to look 
(Jut, the beacon was signalled by • Pioneer ;' and running 
in with the ship to Ii safe distance, I left in my gig, to 
ascertain where the port lay. I was much puzzled by 
the outer bay ; but immediately on roundlllg the inner 
point, the warping-rings let into th(' rocks, and num
bered, clearly indicated where to proceed. I was not Ii 

little surprised to find that no pilots were coming out, 
and, until I reached the Resident's house that none were 
ordered; but they immediately accompanied me in their 
OWIl whale-boat, and on opening the point I made the 
signsl to the ship' to stecr for my position,' advancing 
in the course Wl1ich she wus to maintain. 111i8 was im
mediately complied with by Olrnmander Richards, and 
rejoining off }i'alsc Buy, we stood in, prepared tl) beat up 
to the harbour. 1 had hoped that the ship would have 
beat in to the nncborngc in decent style; but fate seemed 
to docrec unusual disasters, and either flurries of ""ind or 
counter-rurrentR acted to the annoyance of each. The 
'AslIistancc,' o1ways weatherly ontside, would not keep to 
the wind, and lost ground in tacking. The pilots (too 
many) were aU uttering unintelligible jargon, and giving 
contrary orders, twice putting us on the same rock with. 
out damage, owing to its abruptness; so that I found, 
with such a strong breeze prevailing, that it was neces
sary to anchor. III the meantime the 'Pioneer' had 
made love to an iceberg, which deprived her of her 
mizenmast. ' Intrepid' grounded in stays; 'Resolute' 
anchored i and next morning, after it moderated, and tile. 
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wind favouted' us to get in, 'North Star' tailed on the 
barbour spit, and remained one tide. We all had our 
taste of beating into Lievely. Had all this happened to 
raw hands, it would have been cleur enough, but we had 
too many surveyors accustomed to greater difficulties. 
The undertow mnst have been the cause, by the strong 
wind from the eastward forcing the wat.er through the 
channel on the cast, at the same moment /18 the flood 
was making high water on the surface from the west. 
Olle decided point in my own mind WIlS the want of 
rake to our mizenmast. This I had strongly urged be· 
forc leaving \Voolwich. but it was not complied with. I 
now insisted on its being done: the result has prove! 
that I was right. 

Having all the Squadron now securely moored in' this 

beautiful little barbour-none under the length of any fi ve 
hundred ton ship----I began to reflect how anyone could 
venture to waste time by frequenting the Whalefish Is
lands, when such a complete refuge as Lievcly could be 
gained, with a civilized Governor, clad at k ast with rc
spectable dothing, and gentlemanly in mauners, aor) whcrc 
every other accommodation which a port should afford 
was to be obtained. Port charges might prevent the 
generality of whaling ships from entry, but this could 
not influence vessds of war. Referring to Sir R Parry's 
remarks, I notice that be only visited tbis port in bis 
boat in 1824, and, unless he sounded it, or consulted 
the pilots. could hardly be supposed to know its capa. 
city. He considers it excellent for small vessels, but nar
row, for ships of three hundred or four hundred tons. I 
liho\lld be ' very glad of .uch a harbour for thret' sail 
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of the line. It (·onveniently aCNlmmodat!s.,tive swl, in 
berths where fifty-gun frigates would be stLf'cr than in 

Portsmouth harbour. 
'rhe Governor, Mr. Erasmus M6eldrup, showt'd us 

every attention, and afforded us all the information in his 

power. A survey was lUade of the port and entrance, 
and some of our sportsmt.n managed to find exercise and 

amusement, if not game, by climbmg some of the frown. 

ing hills immediately over the anchorage, particularly 
that which 1 have noticed as the best guide in seeking 

this port. This hill, estimated by some of those who 
had not tried its aRCcut, was estimated at .;even to eight 
hundred feet above the lc\ocl; measurement, however, 

proved It to be 2100 feet. The Governor and family 

were entertained on board both vessels, and some of the 
younger hands had Bn opportunity of getting up tht-ir 
polkas and quadnlles, etc:' , with some of the haJf~breed8 
of Danes, who really performed to admiration, and having 
been duly dressed, from" the theatre property," in Eu. 
ropean feminine ooAtume, were not wanting in beauty. 

Having obtamed scal·skills for booting our travelling 
panics, and other supplies, '\\'e quitted Lievely on the 10th 
of June, intending to examine a locality in the Waigat, 
wht're the Governor informed me taat coal abounded, 
and might be obtained at the beach with little labour,
but that it was cheaper for them to gt't it from England, 
thlUl to pay the wages demanded by the Esquimaux.
Another spot, within forty miles, was also named. 

As the ice threatened westerly, I hoped to get ro1lIld 
inside it by the W sigat channel, coming out by the north 

• Tbis (,0& muroe vmted by the' PhlZUx.' 
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end of D~cO, and therefore determined to seek this 
coal. OUf tloga were procured here; but we did wrong 
in tl'WJting solely to the Governor: he had some which 
he ~isbed to get rirl of. We were informed that aU the 
best bred were absent hunting. 

Light airs delaying us, I quitted the ship in my gig, 
near the entrance of the Waigat-a sound which divides 
Disco Island from Greenlsl!.,rl; aud keeping along the 
shore, at length reached a spot where the banks rxhibited 
wlmistakable signs of (L coal-bearing district 'fhc coal 
was found in detached pieces on the beach, but not in 
sufficient quantity to reward delay. I therefore moved 
easterly, to the mouth of a great valley barred by sand, 
and which appeared during the summer season to be the 
bed of some great river. \Vitbin, it being low water, it 
wns cut up by streams in all directions, the sea-bench 
forming a kind of barrier. Strewed along this sandy 
beach, about three bags of loose pieces were picked up; 
but no cliffs, banks, or rocks near, which exhibited the 
slightest chance of coal in Bitu. The surrounding hills 
appeared, at two or three miles inland, to be fnrmed 
of some very dark stone, constantly disintegrating and 
tumbling down into the valleys; but neither time nor 
labour could be afforded to examine them. The Go
vernor's explanation, that co it would not repay the labour 
of collection," was but too apparent .• That this was onc 
of the spots alluded to, as "near a house forty milcs 
east," I was fully sahtlfied, as he had infonned me that 
it was At a sandy beach not far beyond where they had 
a Amtote; tLnd this house I visited, and similar cool to 
tl>at picked up on the beach e .. rerly had there been 
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used 88 fuel. Ftlrther along the coast s party again 
landed, but no troces of ('oal: it' must theteforc lie in~ 
land, and is probably brought down by the heavy streams 
which the thaws throw down through the valleys. The 
interval between the nearest mountain-faces and the 
shore was covered by a thick peaty soil, in which a 
person would sink df'-cply in any thaw; the labour, 
therefore, of transporting coal, even if it existed within 
one mile, would be excessive. 

During the day and night previous to our departure 
from Lievely, it had snowed heavily, and covered the 
land generally to !ilome depth; but the line separat.ing 
this coal.hearing region WflS most clearly delineated by 
the total absence of snow.-doubtJess due to tlle gene
ration of hent by the previous thaws and sun's mys act~ 
ing upon the shaly beds, charged with iron pyrites. To 
the eye, as viewed by telescope, the hill~ridKe8 appeared 
to be composed of 8 slaty shale, or coal, cropping out oc~ 
casionally like dykes. and were in immediate association 
with a ferruginous clay, deeply channelled by late thaws. 

'rhe coal found was not bituminous, but more of a 
slaty wood-coal; burned well and retained its heat when 
mixed with other coal, nod would be admirably adaptp-d 
as an aid for our steamers, especially for banking up or 
retaining Jow steam. 

A white fox caipe to inquire our rea.qOlls for visiting 
thi, part of the country, but departed abruptly before h. 
came within gunshot. 

As the evening continued calm, I sent the officers au 
shore, to shoot and amuse themselves by making furtber 
researches inland towards the black formations; this 
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latter they {ouad too tedious, by reason of the yielding 
• 

peat over wh~h they had to travel; but they were more 
fortunate in securing several brace of ptarmigan, now 
very acceptable tn our invalids,-particularly Captain 
Kellett, nearly on his le~ again, and regaining his cus
tomary spirit..<;. 

June 12.-Having contended in this neighbourhood 
for some time with strong brc~zes. and loose ice increas
ing so fast as to render the navigation a severe duty to 

the crew, even to kel~p the ship clear of it, and the pro
spect to windward unsati3factory. I bore up round the 
south end of the island, and, pussing Licvely, reached 
the sea again, now invested with larger and more nume
TOUS bergs than we bad before noticed. '1'his, however, 

indicnting a great southerly motion, afforded me hopes 
of making an easier passage, as these monsters generally 
clear away all before them and break up the small floes. 

1 notice that the Danes difler from us, in terming these 
masses" blinks," whereas we apply that term to the re
flection of ice or water, as ice-blink, water-sky. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Ancbor lit Upc.rn1lvi\ .-Th~ Sqlladron aflrift.-Dangers numerous.
Prospects of the Voyngc.-Browne IsIRnds.-P~epnration for Flit
ting.-Tbe· Rt.:~olut.e' nipped.--Docking.-nIashng lce.-Wreck of 
the 'IWgalia.'-.Meet a 'WllIller.-IfTcgularities of the Crew.- Mtl
ville BIIJ.- Floo LnW.- CoIptUJ'{' a Bear.-Cape York. 

ON the 16th of June we had reached the western entrance 
of the Waigftt Channel, and found it closely blocked; the 
ice also, to seaward and the nortb, apparently clo~ly 
packed; but in this we ~tere undeceived as we neared 
it, several lanes opening. which admitted of sailing, by a 
httle caution in selecting the weakest points for breach. 
ing. 'rho floc pieces, or flat ice, were so.much eaten into 
and rotten, that, if due calculation was made for the im. 
petus in nmning into them at almost natural fissures, no 
difficu1ty existed in dividing them and reaching the next 
" lead," After some little excitement of this nature, and 
giving 8 few sba'kes to the old craft. ruerely to let her 
I.:uow that she must awaken to her old duties, we reached 
the open water, and were making good progress, unfet
tered by further obstacles, to the northward, 

On the 18th we were oft' Anderson's Hope; winds 
light 8JId ady...... Beat up amongst the islands, and, 
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as usual, no .olIe able to speak distinctly to any land in 
sight,-and ,et 80 remarkable, that he who bas once seen 
ought never to forget it. Late in the evening, as we 
reached close in upon one of the islands, it was thought, 
on the view we had of a very high perpendicular cliff 
(8800 feet), that it might be" Anderson's Hope;" but 
I, who had never b~fore seen the land, knew full well 
where I was: but where to fu!d the anchorage at Uper. 
navik was the mystery to be solved. 1)'he difference be- . 
tween noo~ and midnight, in this latitude, was scarcely 
taken into account by us, and therefore I felt surprise 
that no colours were exhibited, or pilots came off. fl'hey 
were aU asleep; it was past midnight. 

Early on the 19th, a boat, manned by Esquimaux. came 
off, but no Danes. At two A.M. I sent the cutter, with 
the master, to seek for a.nchorage and point out the set
tlement. Still no notice was taken of us by the Danes; 
nor could we distinguish the settlement. At length we 
noticed the cutter, in a deep bight, with the signal flying 
for anchorage, and shortly after discovered the chapel 
and residence of the Superintendent (or Governor) on a 
point above. 

Upon the return of the boat, we stood in to a small 
but snug bay, open to the northward, and anchored, se
curing to a small islet, 8.8 well as to an iceberg grounded 
.ff the mouth of the bay. 

I now proceeded to call upon the Governor, Karl 
Gelmeyden HOlscher, and received from hi.m every at
teDtiOll, apologizing for Dot lending out any pilots, 88 
most veuels frequenting this place are well acquainted 
witIo u,. .i.wu _h""'l". W. obtained .bout twenty 
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good "wa.ter-skins'· (a peculillr seal). for tile.60les of our 
traveUing.boots, which we were unable to get E t Llevely ; 
purchased boots and mocassins, pup-seal skins for lin
ings. and sundry curiosities, Esquimaux models. The 
priest also, JeDs Michael Peter Kragh, came t<! pay his ct'
spects,-a sharp. illtellig<'nt man, particularly .-x>nversant 
with the value of a British sovereign Both these indivi
duals were the off.,pring of mixed parents on the mother's 
side and Danish fatbers. were born in Greenland, and 
partially educated in Denmark. Their wives are Danish, 
and the children interesting, animated, and likely to he 
handsome. We were also introduced to a pretty dark
eyed brunette, the daughter of Petf'rscn, who accompa
nied Mr. Penny as interpreter in his late expedition. In 
the window of the Rc!:,idcnt we noticed several varieties 
of flowers in bloom, but principally natives of Greenland. 
although common in England. 

\Ve were most anxious to obtain seal's flesh for the 
dogs of the expedition genE-rally; but my endeavours were 

completely frustrated by the interference of private in. 
terests, by which the natives were induced to dewanq as 
much for one carcase as the Go\'emor informed me would 
have purchased aU in the colony. The result was, that 
all were disappointed; the Resident absolutely refusing 
to f\UOW any sules under these exorbitant demands. 

In the evening. it came on to blow very fresh, and I 
now began to congratulate myself in not trusting to the 
stability of bergs; our bower· anchor W88 well placed. 
and an intervening rocky ledge prevented the berg from 
driving upon us. 

Tho 'Resolute' commenced by breaking adrifl, owing 
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to the turning of the berg; • Pioneer' fell foul of her, 
• taking away. the jib-hoom of' Resolute,' and losing her 

own fore-topmast. Both went adrift in a strong gale, 
with thick fog, into the Strait. 

OUf own berg, although close in shore. took leave of 
U8, carryin~ off the ice-anchors and hawsers of the • As
sistance,' 'North Star,' and' Intrepid: The uncertain 
condition of the' Resolute' and. ' Pioneer: in fog and bad 
weather, among,qt rocks. kept us ill unpleasant suspense 
during the night, hut fortunately they rejoined the day 
following, when our hawsers, ctc., were ruso recovered. 
We dropped our second anchor, and rode it out comfort· 
ably, although the gusts at times were very heavy. 

June 20.-The day turned out very finc.--brigbt sun, 
nnd little wind. After p:r:ayers, I took leave of the Resi. 
dent, and joined the VC8St'lS outside, but, fog coming on, 
had some difficuJty in collecting the Squadron. 

We now passed in to the eastward, between the is· 
lands, into the Great. Sound, having been informed that 
.. Sir James Ross did so, and avoided much unpleasant 
ice." But in this we were mistnken. After knocking 
about until midnight, frequently obscured from each 
other, and the sight of land, by fog or .snow· drift, and 
without any appearance 'of an opening, I detennincd on 
effecting my escape by the first western outlet between 
the islands. Within, as faf as we bad. proceeded, the icc 
was fast. With our accustomed good fortune, we soon hit 
on a fair l~ad between them, and just cleared the southern 
band of icel interposed between us and Upernavik. 

This neigbboW'hood is very dangerous to navigate. and 
.J hAVI'I befm tlinoo informed .. that scarcely a whaler passes 
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by this route without striking on, or discovering, BOme 
new rock. Several were noticed by the 'ft,esolute: as 
well as ourselvciI, just capped by ice, and hoth escaped 
once or twice j the' Resolute' found out ber mistake 
when intending to graze the ice which concealed the 
danger j great caution must therefore be cx~ised. As 
to fixing the position of any which we saw on the Ob8.I't8, 
it was impossible: fog and Qther difficulties entirely pre
vented our knowing where we werc. 

HaDe oe.lmly casts his eye on the chart, and there 
views the dots decorating the coast, each of which is 
intended to represent an island-aod sixty of such dots 
would represent sixty miles-the dtfficulty of placing any
thing there to warn navigators may he understood. 

The navigator in these regions must, like the pilots of 
the Bermudas, carry his chart in his head, and use his 
eyes Jroperly. Latitude and look.out may help him. but 
the water is very deep-too dt'-ep for the lead-and but 
few soundings on the chart.. 

Before quitting this neighbourhood, I will endeavour 
to give my Olvn opinion as to the approach to and an· 
chorage at Upernavik. It is necessary. in the fint in. 
stance. to know the latitude and longitude of *he place 
bound to. The anchorage point of Upernavik Bay is 8i~ 
tnoted in latitude 72° 48' N, and longitude •• °58' W., 
about one mile Mst of the church. Tbe D&8ilh vessel. 
which makes her' annual visit. I am infonned. mOOl'l 
within 8 line of rocks. in the depth of this bay, whieh 
forms a natural dock; and she is, 1 doubt not. in perfect 
"",urity, if p~y providod wit" gro<i1iOl-toelole. Out 
III>C:bonge in the outer bay showed th. Bag-elof oi the 
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settlement open between the two outer islandl'l, in eleven 
fathoms stiB, clay, with a ledge of rocks, probably, be~ 
tween us and the anchor, 8S the grinding noise of our 
cable,a evinced, and the anchors Rod hawsers used in 
warping were entangled with much kelp. The anchor 
was let go ,..heo the flag-staft' was dear outside the -rooky 
islet. 

1'be approu.ch to UpernaviJc is consideI'ed to be lIafest 
by .. the inner passage," immediately under the high 
cliffy part of Andersoo'!J Hope, inside of the two is
hmds. When the J88t point on the right exhibits the 
eastern passage open, baul easterly and southerly withal. 
The settlement will be noticed about south-east, on the 
starboard hand, with the Danish colours flying, and a 
white-faced chapel beside it, unless you happen to do 

as we did--visit it at midnight: then, t>ven a gun, unless 
charged with sovereigns, might not elicit much atten
tion. Even the Danes have very sound ideas of luxury: 
in liuch climates it requires great inducement to get out 
of bed. Some of the officers of the 'Resolute: I be
lieve, visited the" Rookery" and Plumbago disfricts; but 
of this I am unable to give any account. 

Having now, I conceive, done my duty to those ma
riners who may follow IDe (?), I shall proceed with our 
monDt<,nous voyage; for really, but to seamen, I cannot 
flatter my",lf that bergs, floes, sailing ice, etc. will greatly 
interest anyone not in WaDt of such· information. All 
na.r.ratiVH of voyages of this Dature demand great indul
ge_ frqm the geoenl reader. One sbould possess the 
~ of M.wyat, Hall, or Glasoook, aDd iDdeed coin in. 
~ ,"""" to iDchiee ..,y o.e to •• ter the .. pages. 


