
1858.] ANOTHKR BEAR HUNT, SIS 

we discovered his friend gradually working 6. traverse 
towards us, but evidently very shy: at length we deter­
mined to try nnd circumvent him by ambush, taking ad­
vRutage, Indian fashion, of every hummock intervening. 
to steal upon him. Presently I ~ecame tired, and IlS he 
bad caught a glimpse of me, Ilnd exhibited a disposition 
to bolt, I tried f!1Y distance with a ball: he whistled in 
his peculiar way, as much 8S to say. "'l'his is not plea­
sant," -8 sort of twinge of the gout, etc. Punch was 
now loosed, and closed in the most scientific manner, 
keeping him at bay in admirable style. Bruin was not 
quite in command of his limbs,-wounded prohably by 
the doctor and touched up by lae; he began to think of 

intrenching himself, and. finding n cOIlvenient hummock. 
albeit at an angle above 45°, backed up : thllS enabling 
him to keep Punch completely in front, and prevent any 

annoyance in rear, but occasionally casting a very sus­
picious look over his shoulder, and, I suspect, dctected 
Lyall or myself getting too ncar. I was within shot, 
and waited only for a..dear view of him, when he backed 
to the summit and clearly saw mc. He also was evi­
dently up to our tactics: bolting down, and keeping thc 
hummock between U8, was far away before I was able 
to regain sight of him. Punch followed, giving tongue 
enough to frighten all thc bears in this region. Wc re­
treated, and right glad was I to get back ; these excur­
sions, after ten hours' travel, take the courage down 

amazingly. Punch made the circuit of the island, earn­
ing in quite as much refreshed 88 if he had stolen an­
other mas! of pemmican. Fine gentlemanly breed, those 
Cape York dogs I-proud as Lucifer. Oor place of eu· 
campment exhibited t-.ces of three bears,-male, female, 
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and cub,-who had very inquisitively searched the pre­
mises. It is probabk, If we hOO been less offensive and 
taken the matter 'luieUy. that they wi~ht have revisited 
us today. Punch got half my supper, to make up for his 
disappointment. 

Junt! 15.-The day turned out gloomy: no sun at 
noon, with temperature at 28°, by whiph we lose this 88 

8 rating position, now however unimportant. As no 
signs of Grove could as yet be traced, at six P.lI. the 
sledges were ordered to meet me on the south side of 
the island, and, taking two roen to carry inst.ruments, 
I travelled over the summit, which commanded a more 
extensive view. Independent of Mr. Grove, I began to 
feel some alarm at the non-appearance of the two men 
despatched, as wen IlS for our provision; but en one 
point I felt assured, as by my orders left with .Mr. Allard 
he would be detained," to await the return of Dr. Lyall." 
The temperature rose to tWO, moist, and thawing rapidly, 
yet the cold was more sensibly fdt: the near floe exhi~ 
bite<! a rent eighteen inches wide, and the water rose in , 
the fissure within nine inches of the upper surface of the 
ice; any move therefore must carry all this ice off-shore. 

June 16.-0n reaching the island crest I peroeived a 
tent pitched on the opposite shore, RDd two men, ODe of 
whom was in the act of crossing to our sledges. On re­
gaining tho boat I received a note from Mr, Allard; he 
had misconceived my orders entirely,-taken Mr, Grove 
to the ship, leaving the two men in charge of !Spirits. a 
gun. and ammunition, and who oould be snrprised r-one 
had """"ped unhurt hy the hursting of the Hudoon Bay 
gun ! Independent of my written orden, joolls allot. 
ting Mr, Grove to this duty, Mr, .Loney had verbally ••• 
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plained it to the leading man, the ship's cook· however. 
on we pushed for the tents, packed, and departed. It was 
a great disappointment, as I had intended scndmg Dr. 
Lyflll and Mr. Grove up the Great Valley, between this 
und Wall Bluff. where I intendea remuinil1g, or possihly 
moving on to Star Bluff: they would have enjoyed the 
opportunity of gpod sport, and probahly have met with 
berds of musk-oxen, which we were now satisfied were 
not scarce here, as these men noticed three, and pro­
bably they would have been taken had any sensible per­
son been present. however, all was now deranged, and 
it only remained for us to make good the positions lying 
III our homeward route. Before reaching the depot (laid 
out by Mr. Loney in April) we noticed two deer. but 
they proved too wary for our eager sportsmen. 

Shortly after midnight on the 18th we encamped at the 
Station. Mr. Allard had left a note, by which I learned 
that he only quitted on the 13th. The weather clearing 
off and a bright sun aiding, I ascended the high land in 
rear, expecting to obtain a great range; but the haze re~ • 
suIting from heat destroyed my hopps. Olld I returned 
ullsuccessful. I waited for the SUD at noon, but. as it 
did not seem inclined to show out. I strolled wong the 
hmd in search of fossils, which were very abundant. es~ 
pecially one or two varieties of madreporite. which were 
here ~wed in patches as if they had formed a .ub­
marine garden I Beyond, to .eaward, the open .paces 
of water were pretty well stocked with eider.duck and 
brent-pese. which occ::asionally flew close over our heads; 
but, witJ> the mioerab1e fowling-pieces we bed, killing 
was an aohievement rarely awarded to our exertions. 
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About 6.15 on the 18th of June we continued our 
journey, which, from the rotten state of the ice, WpS con­

fined to the coast-line or across the for'8vd spits or ledges, 
now denuded of snow and ice, and which appeared at a 
former period to have barred the mouth of some great 
estuary within, where. from our higher stations, very con­
siderable lakes had been observed. Th,esc spits, in radii 
from the great embouchure of the "aU<,y or river, nfC 

cather puzzling, inasmuch as within our own obsen-atian 
no river force has been noticed. and I verily believe has 
not existed for years, or perhaps ages: illdf'.ed reason is 
opposed to any 8ueh fact: if any such force, as such ap­
pearances would indicate, had been in nction, all the icc 
must have been speedily washed away. During the last 
senson I know that, in three positions, no river force was 
in action up to the first week in September; I can only 
therefore refer these appcnranccs to that distant epoch 
when perhaps the whalcs and other ObjcctR were depo­
sited on elevations of five hundred feet and upwards, and 
other extraordinary influences wer~ exercised throughout 
these regions. '\Vlmtevcr those disturbances were, they 
were not momentary. 'rhe summits of these mountain 
ranges were probably submerged; the subsidences or 
parallels bear the impress of distinct periods of particular 
action, spread possibly over ages, and are most beauti­
fully defined throughout this Arctic region by similarity 
of action or of the successive retirement of the ocean; 
and it is only by referring to such stupendous move­
ments of Nature that I can at aU recognize adequate 

• forces to denude, to gully out, and cut such vast wa.ter~ 
courses. I do not allude to trumpery valley gushet.a:, 
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running over and leaving undisturbed or unmarked the 
angular fragments of soft limestone, hut of V(LRt fluviatile 
continued agency, rolling to the seaboard masses rounded 
by attrition, and leaving behind the impression that here 
8 mighty river rolled impetuous into the ocean, and now, 
having ceased, leaves U3 to wonder how these stones, even 
chalcedonies, rounded and polished. occur in the frozen 
river-beds! 'fhese are especially observable hetween 
Mount Parker and Step Mount; and ill the interval I)f 
ten miles, where now scnrce (L rivulet cnn be found, I can­
not but believe that a great river played its part, and left 
the extensive mud-flats nnd grave1 ridges which now oc­
cupy our attention. At present it is to be doubted if 
the short interval of summer would even furnish a rip. 
piing brook. But we cannot stop here: rivers and gul. 
lies are not alone concerned; by their courses the water 
doubtless escaped, but by what cause wns every moun· 
win of these northern ranges reduced to certain parallel 
strata, as regards the lines of upheaving or subsidence? 
-for the lines of stratification themselves of the rocks 
(generally magncsinn "limestune), although presenting 
horiwntal appearances east and west, are im'nriably dip. 
ping slightly, say at 5°, to the northward. Nor is it alone 
to.at these peculiar terraces strike the observer; the level 
surf8<'.fs of mountain summits, as well as gentle slopes, 
are for mileR, indeed wherever visited, found to present 
an even surface of finely Macadamized fragments, to the 
sen8Cs, ploughed, harrowed, bush.barrowed, or finely 
swept I and, in some instances, the marks 80 indelibly 
impresl!Od as if it had been the act of yooterday I 

AnotbQr question forces itself on the mind: is it not 
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strange that theee carc88es or bones of whales should 

prefer elevations t.Jf eighty or five bundred feet? Why 
are they not in tb(' valley bottoms? To comprehend all 
this, in all its apparent freshness, the mind becomes pain~ 
fully engaged. There is no acting cnuse now. and yet we 
have had two fine seasons; there are no pW'liog streams, 
and yet the mountain-sides are bared from snow. But 
88 to snow, to our conception that pLys hut a minor 
part; for truly, 80 to speak, tbe hills &cc never" snow­
clad;" the rail of a few days is dispersed in a few hours, 
and the last gale preceding actual wmter puts an t}nd to 
further heavy falls of snow, by reason of extraordinary 
low temperatures; it falls as ice or rime, no longer floccu­
lent; indeed, what we generally misname snow is truly, 
perhaps, drift i{'c. 

At length we are driven to ask those who would find 
reasons of their own for many things less intelligible, 
By what course of events, at what epochs, did these 
highly interesting appearances occur; not confined sim­
ply to the spot before us, but continuous from hence to 
the mouth of Lancaster Sound. and, except the off-lying 
islands of Exmouth, North Cornwall, and tho Victoria. 
Archipelago, etc" pervading all this northern region? 

At this moment another perplexing circumstance lUUijt 
not be lost sight of. As yet we scarcely admit the exi~t­
coce of a gale: we certainly have not experienced the 
fierce ravages of tempests or hurricatlef': we have the 
other extreme-intense cold and calm; these two must 
coexist I the breeze &Dd intense cold, or the minimum 
of _62 '6°. have not yet heen experienced. Where no 
rains or torrents can prevaH, Wllees under a temperature 
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less than congelation, the great disturbing forces are 8.b~ 
sent; snow falls harmlessly, serving possibly as 8. mantle 
to protect the picture; frost seals it. Under such ac· 
tion. and with short glimpses of summer, the face of the 
hills today may be that to eternity: let him who is com~ 
petent break the seal and enlighten us. 

Under the present aspect of the coast about \1S, solemn 
indeed is the feeling as regards our missing countrymen: 
no hope here, 80 far as our experience serves, can exi6t. 
for sustenan.oe beyond the casual capture of bear or fox 
during six montlu! of the season, and no means of allay~ 
ing thirst but by thawing ice in the mouth until June, 
perhaps July, then only perhaps for six weeks. 

AB regards the surface disturbances throughout these 
regions, I am far from allowing ice to be the agent. In 
Wftrlllef regions masses of rock are disrupted, because 
water enters the crevices, is frozen, and rends them: 
heat drives off the ice entirely, here no such action 
takes place; masses of rock however are disrupted from 
their deep beds, nnd rise in confused heaps upon many 
rounded hills, where th~ pick, evon in the warmest sum~ 
mer day, would not penetrate many inches without being 
opposed by a solid mass of icc and atone, defying furthel 
pwgress. The surface heat of some few warm hours 
(few and far between) would not penetrate one foot; and 
even admitting such a fact, for argument sake, the re~ 

suit woald be merely adding a frrsh icy covering until 
renewed heat entailed a similar repetition. This we ex~ 
~ repeatedly during the whole summer season, 
renoWiJog it difficult to dig • hole any depth; but if 
!be limp' mode of disintegration by froot be advanced, 
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let WI inquire whether such an explanation will satisfy 
our scruplee as to the mixture of so many ingredients, 
and of many neyer found in situ: will frost bring them 
together? . I would venture to submit a few interesting 
questions for solution: in the first place, how did the 
rubble on the mountains and sides become reduced to 
Macadamized proportions, not affording, for hundreds of 
yards, one stone weighing above one Pound? At what 
period were the skeletons of wha1es deposited? When 
did trees or vegetation flourish here? If these Seas were 
ever open, where is the drift-wood, or why are the smaIl 
pieces fotUld of the oldest possible date? These are mat­
ters for the discussion of master minds; they afford fair 
grounds for reasoning. aod may prove highly interesting 
to science. 

Except at our extreme eastern position and Arthur's 
Stnrit, no trace of Esquimaux has been noticed; still I 
am incliued to believe that their visits to this northern 
region have been comparatively recent. 

In our progress towards Step Bluff, three de:;er were 
noticed. Dr. Lyall, accompanied by two of our best ~ports­
men, attempted to creep towards them, but they proved 
too wary, and made off up the valley. We were now 
pushing for Step Bluff. the north-west angle of Prince 
Albert land, and the extreme discovery of last season. 
Several troublesome spits rendered travelling very labo­
rious, the sharp angular stones cutting deeply into the 
80ft iron of the ruoner bands, as well as tearing out the 
rivets. As we neared our position, greater difficulties 
however ltSaailed us; the heat had sufficient inftuellOO on 
the inclined dark detritus from the mountain above US to 
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melt the remaining portions of snow, and thus produce 
a belt of water within the skirting ice, which opposed 
great difficulty to our advance, notwithstanding ,our ligbt 
loads Bnd double-manning the sledges. . 

The travel witbout wading now became very difficult; 
and thinking I might avoid the difficulties by crossing 
the ravine about a hundred yards up the hill-side, I 
made the attempt.· But I found the soil fluid, and 80 

quirk, that in my wenk state it was unsafe to risk being 
entrapped: even the light dogs declined the effort. As­
cending however until I gained the old snow, I succeed. 
cd in finding a place pretty well bridged, which enabled 
me to clear the remaining difficulties. If such be the 
condition of the coast-line in June, what roll!'>t be ex­
pt'cted in July and August? The floc was no longer 
safe, and a few hours might place us in the awkward di­
lemma of not being able to advance until it broke up. 
Not a day had we to spare, and therefore it was neccs­
f>!\ry to exert every effort to reach the turn of the land 
before the ice became dc:tached . 

• June 19.-As we neared Step Bhlff (now named 
Cape Ogle), the road improved, and about two A.M., 

having reached the shingle beach which fringed the 
coagt;..line, we pitched. The day was bright, the horizon 
clear, and all the objects we were anxious to see were 
clearly defined; and this being our connecting, or key 
station, I lost no time in gaining thc summit. Indeed I 
had become so weak, and anxious to relieve myself from 
further fatigue, that I had preceded the party, hoping 
to terminate my laooUl'8. But I was doomed to meet 
with disap-pointment: before the instrument could be Ie-

VOL. 1. y 
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veiled, a den .. curtain of fog capped the mountain. At 
intervals the bright sun dispelled the vapours in particu~ 
lar directioDs, and permitted the most important distant 
points to be taken. But I was not easily discouraged; 
and, determined to wait the pleasure of Dame Nature, 
made up my mind to try her humours, at least for twelve 
hours. Adopting. watch, I directed my meals to be 
lent up, and 8 spirit-lamp to warm tea, cocoa, etc. 

From this commanding elevation (about eight hundred 
feet) I had 8 good view of the changes which had oc­
curred. The water bad made in great detached pooJs be­
tween us and Exmouth Island; indeed some spaces af­
forded sufficient area to munceuvre the Arctic Squadron. 
Immediately beneath the base of our cliff. and continu­
ous to Star Bluff (about six miles). the ict.' had broken 
off abruptly from the shore ice, leaving a vertical gla­
cier face of ten or fifteen feet, and within this only WM 

travel practicable. The boat certainly could pass; but 
the launching, hauling-up, lading and unlading, rendered 
this mode of travel injudicious, as well as w800nre: it 

• would further cause infinite delay, and at this moment 
could not be risked. 

In the water beneath, but preserving 0. very respect­
ful distance, we noticed numerous brent-geese, ejder­
duck, gulls, kittiwakes, and mollymoks, which our crews 
were very anxious to try their luck with in the boat; but 
too much rotten ice intervened, and, with the heavy load 
of provision we were now burdened with, it was pecu­
liarly neceasary to husband strength and avoid risk. 

Inland in the valley gorge between thi. and DepOt 
Station, a vast lake communication appean to penetrate 
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about five miles to the 8Outh-east; and from the steepl, 
inclined sides of the mountains, a. very considerable water 
surface must prevail. If musk-oxen, deer. or other game 
eXIst anywbere in this region. I should be greatly inclined 
to seck for them there, and the attempt may yet be made 
from the ship. 

The entire formation of this headland iR 8. fossiliferous 
grey limestone, with a tendency to oolite, comminuted 88 

usual into four-oullc;- pieces. Whence the larger lumps 
were obtained to construct the cairn, I know not, unless 
they cle~d the mountain before our arrival: Comman­
der Richards was unable lSit senson to find more than 
enough to construct his very small mark, 

Making 8. temporary bed of the smoothest "Macadam­
ized spot, I lay down under the lee of the pile, in order 
to avoid the barber, or condensation and freezing of fog 
on eyebrows, whiskers, and beard, reducing one literally 
to Jack Frost, very troublesome and very painful to re~ 
move. I happened to drop into a momentary doze, when 
my watchman pulled m~ by tbe cont, nnd on opening my 
eyes I noticed before me, in my confused ~t(lte. a fairy-like 
vision. About thirty yards in front of me sat, with body 
a.nd ears erect and fore~paws hanging, a most interest­
ing, inquisitive, snow-white hare. Although in some mea­
iure disposed to pity the poor creature, the cruel instinct 
of our nature prompted me to point my gun, and fire a 
ball; and this failing, shot followed j but the vision, much 
t;o our mortification, vanished. One brent-goose we had, 
to which this would have been an agreeable addition. 
But Puss, and many other specimens of Arctic zoology. 
may tltank our bad fowling-pieces for similar escapes 

y 2 
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from th6 Na.tional Museums. Events seldom ocCUr sin­
gly, I had not moved from my soft grovel bed, having 
reloaded, when two other furred animals came to inquire 
the cause of disturbance: one litenJly ran into my hand, 
and the other was tnken by my attendant. These were 
two fine specimens of lemming, much resembling moles. 
Sauntering about, I found, on the very edge of the pre­
cipice, a very large vertebra of whale:which I have sincc 
discovered to have been carried up the mount last season 
by some of Commander Richards's party for a mark. 
Dcsceuding to the beach to determine the' latitude, 
whieh I found to be 77° 3' N., I continued sauntering 
about this fiat , examining the variety of mineral bodies 
and fossils here collected and freed from their matrix; 
lIot varying, however, from those of Depot Point, ex­
cepting that the mndreporites hero more frequently pre­
sented the chalcedony or flinty state. On reaching the 
pile erected here, I remarked three other verleune, much 
larger and very different to that on the cliff, these hav­
ing their projecting processes complete, and of a dark, 

• 
dirty greenish colour; that noticed at the summit wns 
much bleached. The temperature, under a very oppres­
~ive sun, ranged between 28° and 32° in the shade, the 
water still making. and ice off-shore in motion. Abaut 
two (having maintained myself independent in the boat 
sinee the return of the tent) I endeavoured to recover 
some of the lost sleep, but without suocee8; and at four 
P.M. commenced our lower beacon, removing or oon­
IItructing a duplicate further out, in connection with the 
ID8J'k seen at the base of Star Bluff. 

Jlttle 20.-(Six P.M., temp. 28°.) We now pushed for~ 
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ward. and had very intricate travelling ; the snow-banI( 
observing the inclination of the debris, throwing all the 
weight on the lower runner, and imbedding it in such a 
manner that, with all hands and very great labour. it 
W8S difficult to make any progress. After mastering two 
miles of this disheartening work we again reached a flat 

beach, following up the tracks of our returning sledges, 
the 'Dauntless,' etc. The bay contained between this 
and Star Bluff was evidently the great outlet of some ex­
tensive lakes, possibly those bt'fore alluded to; but its 
course here was bounded inland for two miles at least 
by vertical bluffs, extending from Star Bluff, and on the 
north by high level terraces, swept away at their base by 
the force of the waters. . Three distinct embouchures, 
with beds of rounded stones and occasionlll boulders, 
presented; hut not one drop of water 1 About eleven 

we l'ea('hml the dep&t on Star Bluff, not named from any 
propitious star, because I here took my involuntary C.B. 
(cold batb), and bere was deposited our damaged bread, 

, I 
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ks well as addition&l iupplies, which we now wished at the 
ship. Star Bluff (now named, in compliment to In)' old 
captain, Cape Ekins) takes its name from a ~us ar­
rangement in the fracture of the clift' face, whic scrved 
a radiated form; the snow, lodging on the ledges, pre­
sented against the dark ground, elsewhere prevailing, 8. 

very perfect stellar form, - used by u.s Cor a long time, and 
at great distances, as 8 mark. 

Here we found that the greater part of the provision 
remained, and we bad therefore to overload our sledges 
and carry it forward. It was unpleasant, and not quite 
fair to our crew; but delay would make matters worse: 
it was therefore to be executed, even with our harasRed 
crews; every onc ~as disconcerted, and very dark werd 

our faces. During this process I ascended the liill, where 
I had ordered a cairn to be built; possibly it was deemed 
too steep for younger blood: we built three, one a 
house, the two others were const.ructed by myself.-the 
last being on the inacce8sible summit of 'frue ~tar Bluff. 
-and unattended. I must say Lwould not have urdered 
it to be done by any but a volunteer. 

It is needless to repeat another Step Bluffversion: we 
pushed on, making very slow work, and pitched at a low 
robbly point. about five miles in advance. We have now 
been fifty days engaged at this work, with fair sportsmen 
and three good private guns, besides two indifferent Go­
vernment fowling-pieces; and twn hares, five ptarmigan, 
one brent-goose, u.ntl several plover, not one day's provi­
sion, is our list of game talen. 'fhe race past Cape Ekins 
was rapid, with overfalls; the water abounded with wild-

• The wOOfleut is IIlOre decid~y etellar than tbe reality. 



l858.J MEET SLEDGE IN NAPIER BAY. 827 

fowl, but that was all we benefited by this "teeming of 
animBl life." I think it possible, had we launched the 
boat, that fonT or five ducks might have been killed; 
they were all very wary and strong on the wing. How 
ten men, dependent on their guns, could subsist, I can­
not imagine; if travelling, it would be next to impossi­
ble. Walrus or ~nr, if the party wa~ stationary, would 
afford fuel and food; and, during the season. the skins 
of both, aided by snow huts, might furnish a miserable 
shelter: the frozt'D skin of the walrus would be impene­
trable, and the fat could be peeled off as required. How 
many would survive such n life I venture not to surmise. 

At midnight on the 22nd we reAChed DepOt Bay. I 
was on the heights, obtaining angles, when I observed 
both sledges, having cntered well on the floe, simu1ta~ 

neously tum back: there certainly was open water not 
far from them, but as both our return sledges could not 
bc much in advance, and we were on their track, I has­
tened dnwri, and, on reuching them, found that merely 
surface water had alarrpcd them. Having extricated the 
sledges, we double· manned them aiternfLteJy, und soon 
sunnounted the difficulty. occasionally sinking illto the 
boles, where surface pools had frozen, about knee-deep, 
hut this I knew must be expected just at this season, the 
true base of the floe having a thickness of at least three 
feet ice: no accident or truly" break in" occurred. 

We now pushed forward for 8 low spit island, in the 
depth of Napier Bay, in which direction I noticed a 
sledge advancing under canvas: this was hauled up at 
the spit, and her crew advanced to aid our party. It 
proved to be Lieutenant Cheyne, desp"tched by Lieu-
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renant May, who had returned to the ship on tlie 13th 
of June, Rud was the besrer of intelligence from COID­
mander Richards, who bad fallen in with Lieutenant Ha­
milton, of the 'Resolute,' by chance, about one hundred 
miles west of the appointed rendezvous, to which he was 
then proceeding. Fortunately. Commander Richards was 
thus cRobled to direct Lieutenant Hamilton where t.o 

• 
overtake Lieutenant Osborn, who was also instructed to 
conduct him to the rendezvous. Lieutenant Osborn was 
further directed to forward the documents brought by 
Lieutenant Hamilton, by Lieutenant May, who had thus, 
on renching the .ship, again despatched them by fresh 
hands to meet me. the contents of these despatches will 
be treated on in the following chapter. 

Leaving Mr. Cheyne to assist the other parties, after 
a short rest at this spit island, I pushed on for the ship, 
with two days' provii>ion : on our outward )OUfUt::y it 
took three days to get thus far, but now, mling the 
, Hamilton ' as a sledge under canvas, we reached Vil­
lage Point in four hours, viz. abo,\lt 9.30 P.M. 

Having delayed a short time to obtain some angles, I 
W'lS in the act of setting up the theodolite: an ominou~ 
jarring behind me caused me to start and leap aside with 
the instrument; providentially I escaped. This pile, ron­
structcd of very large stones, fell with a heavy crash on 
the spot I had occupied; it was twelve feet at base 1 y 
ten feet high, and fiat-topped, to support aD instrument. 

The work finished, onward we pushed, and at _ five 
P:K. on the 23rd of June, ten hours only from the time 
of starting, I was divesting myself, before a warm. :fire in 
my cabin, of my travelling dress. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Open W8wr.-D~8pntcb from Ri('huTli,.- Notice.lrft by M'Clure.­
Store, covered with Snow.-llrC'wing-.-1t[ust/m! lind Crcs8,-RI'­
turn of Richards.-Movcmtllh of Western Division.-Game kille,j 
-Canal oomplctcd.-Cairn on Banow Island.-Osborn rt'joins.­
Mount Acland.-Asaistance Spit.-Vislt of Pullcn.- Port Rt:fuge. 

THB great surfaces of open water which I had observed 
to tho northward, added to rumours of the appearance 
of a similar inclination in the vicinity of the ship, ren­
dered me very anxious to be present, in order to super­
int.Pnd in person any measures which might be expedient 
for the relief of the :olltbern parties, which might be ex­
pected about the 13th of July; but I was much relieved, 

on arriving at Village Point, to find, by the open water 
there, that these matters bad been very much overrated, 

. and that nearly the same area. of water remained 8S no~ 

ticed on the 2nd of May; at which date also the ice had 
ml1Ilifeated similar symptoms oft'the southern end of the 

sound. towards Spit Island. 
The passage of the Queen's Channel has doubtless 

been-in a similar condition for some time, and attended 
with danger; but before the period arrives for the final 

croooiIJg;of our party. tbey will be aided by open water 



830 DEBPA'l'CH !'BOM COMMANDER RICHARDS. (June, 

and: their two boats. On exa.mining the imler channel ice, 
it was found, in the tideway, where many holes existed. 
to average two feet in thickness. 

The Lady Fanny Disco· was despatched (in lieu of a 
carrier-pigeon) to the ship, adorned with a yellow flannel 
necklace, within the folds of which a note to III)' steward 
was secured, directing him to make the ~eccssary prepa­
rations for my return: this trust she faithfully executed. 
But her poor companion, Mr. Ncptulle, having been 
drummed ont ~nd declared by 1111 the sledge crews as 
a notorious pemmican thit'f, hnd committed suicide by 
attempting to steul the bait of a spring-gun set for the 
wolf which had followed our dogs up to the ship: no 
one hnd yet succeeded in capturing one of these animals. 

I now proceed to explain the nature of the despatch 
received from Commander Richards, and the circum­
stances attending his meeting with Lieutenant H",milton. 
Alluding to Lieutenant Osborn he observes:-

" We parted on the evening of the 17th of May, and 
on the morning of the 18th, steeriqg at the time to the 
north·westward, I discovered sledge trncks, apparently 
very recent. Halting the sledge, I proceeded with two 
of my crew to follow them up, and in the course of an 
hour came upon the encampment., which proved to be 8.' 

party under Lieutenant Hamilton, twenty-one days ab­
sent from the 'Resolute;' we must have passed each other 
within ODC mile, but the thick weather, had it not been 
for the sledge tracks, would have prevented our meeting. 

"From Lieutenant Hamilton I learned that H.M.S. 
Resolute and Intrepid had reached ·Winter Harbour, 

• One of the dogs, so named by the men. 
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Merville Island, but 'finding it hampered by ice, had winw 
tered at Dealy Island, Bridport Inlet. That Lieutenant 
Mecham, on his return last season from the duty of Jayw 
tng out the depots, had fortunately discovered a record 
left by Commander M'Clurc at the Sandstone Rock, in 

Parry's Winter Harbour, htating that H.M.S. Invcstigaw 
tor had been b~ocked for three winters in the ice, at the 
" Harbour of Mercy," Banks Lnnd. Captain Kellett con­
sequently had despatched a travelling purty to the' low 
vestigator ' in the early spring, and Commander M'Clure 
succeeded in rel1ching the 'Resolute' on the 19th of 
April. The' Investigator' had lost one man since enterw 
ing the ice," 

The following is a copy of the document left by Comw 
mander M'Clurc:-

AbltTad 41 tM Proceetiing6 oj Her l1ritannu MaJe~t!l'3 lJilcorJery Ship 
• IlIfJUtigator,' ,met! partmg CQ1/1pallY mIlt tile ' 11eralJ,' upon til/' 
Slit Jtdy, 1850, qIf Cope Lilbtnmll'. 

Artgtld 2,1850.-520 .... H, Int. 72° l' N., long. 166<' 12' W. 
1rfade the lCC, whidl dill not appear hcnvy; but upon enuring it n 
8hort distance was undeeeivCli, 1I11d I'fIn out. 

All9ltBt S.-In running along the }luck ct!oc. pn'leavouring to tint! 
an opening, cxchanged Jlumhen with the' }')ovl'r: anu at 11 A.M. 
made a low shingle beach to the castwlIrll of Wainwright lnlct, and at 
midnight rounded l'oiut narrow m 73 fathoms, out from the foggy 
si.nte of the weather did not see it. 
A~ 8.-1.45 AM., hf'ing oft· l 'omt Drew, bellt Mr. Court, Sew 

oond Master, aUlI Mr. Miertsching, intcrprt'wr, to dep08it a notiCl;' of 
our having ptISlWd, who met some ~8quimaux thnt had arrived thrce 
day8 previous. ThrBC trade WIth the Russian8, and wrrc "'~y fricndly; 
therefore eent a letter, with tllc Chll.UCC of it.!! real'hing tll(> At!miralty. 
We a1fto heard from thelh tILat lost ycar three hoats hat! Plll>sct! to tllc 
e&8tward. with white men and IndulIl!, which was lDost probably Lieu­
terumt Pull~n. In the evening erected a ('aim, and burird another 
notice at pomt Pitt. 
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AI'9ut 9.-PAlled the Colville, about forty miles from ita en~noe, 
in three fathoms and a half. 

AHglfd n.-Deposited a noti{'f' upon Jon~'s Island, wbicl. WIIS 

thickly strewed with drift wood; in the (OfellOOU two baidars, contain­
ing twenty-four natives, came alongside. TIle chief posaeYSI.'d 1\ gun, 
with" namet., I B4.0," on the look, obtained from the RWlsianll. Bar­
tered tobacoo for MIlman and ducb. III the afternoon commuruenti'd 
with another party, who were c100cdingly inteU;gent and ('lean. Sent 
despatches for the Admiralty, flit Colville, and frorq what the interpre­
ter slaWs, believe that they will arrive. 

dwgtUt 12.-Several bDidars came alon~ide, rect'ived fish and ducks 
for presents of beads and tobaceo j these are adroit pilfcrt.'l'S. Ran 
upon a shoal eiglLt miles north of Yarborollgh Inlet, having, during the 
last two days, narrowly escap!'d several of these rlangereu! banks, 
which are vel)' little abO\'e the water, and IIiddeq, from view by the ice. 
Hove off with etrearo. anchor, but tmfortunately upset 11 whale-hoot, 
and lost cleven cub of beef, having to carry snil W pWo'ent being: 
again 66t all ahore. 

AUf/U#t 15 - Found It impracticable to get two miles i'l. any' direc­
tion, tile ice having clo8Ctl from til(' northward, resting on the shollia 
in that direction, and to thc southward on the low banb which WI> 

grounded llpon yesterday. Anchored to await soml' fa\'"o\lTnbl~ change. 
AUf/rat In.-Ice to northward of shoals having slightly etl..NI , lrll\'ing 

about (I hundred and fifty yards of open wllwr; weighed, and warped 
through two cable!! ' length of iet: to get into it, which occupied six 
houu of hard lROOur, so heavy was the pack." 

AUfJ1U'l7.-Noon. The weather, which had been foggy, eleared; 
with a hreeze from the north-east., m(ldc snil through heavy SRiling ice, 
OCCIUIionally striking violently. Nllvigation along this coast very dan­
gerous, the sand-banks being low and numeroul:I Lat. 70° 80' N., 
long. 148° 4' W 

ANfIU'~ 21 - Made the Pelly Islands, off thc Mackenzie, amce thr 
17th have encountered very heavy ioe; ran ninety miles into a bight, 
which brought WI to the solid pack : fortunately we"lll'efe enabled to 
nut out of it before it clO&ed. 

A.,.uJ 24.-Observed lOme hUla a little to the 'l'eatward of Point 
Warren; !ent deapBtches for the Admiralty, with the hopes of their 
being forwarded by the Hud80n'lI B.y Company. Thill tribe however 
bve no traffic with them, but barter with others further 1V68t that 
trade with the Colville, giving at their reaSODS. that the Hudson'l Be.. 



1850,J LAND ON BARING ISLAND. 888 

COIDflIUlY had given the Iudlans water wllicb bad k.i~ mlUlY of them, 
and that they did not wish to have any; they appear su.vllgo and ·war­
likl', and'are at enmity with their neigllllOur,. Brought tlle de3patclln 
book, 

Afl91lIl SO.-Obsening Ii post erected on the beach, IlCaf Point 
Maitland in Liverpool TIny, sent to examine it, and deposit n notiCt' of 
our plWing; (oood It wn~ an Esquimaux' mUlk, who apparently bad 
recently quitted it, there being several cacw colltuining birds and fish. 
In the afternoon, whilet approaching Cupe BathUl"8t, observed Esqui. 
mnux on the 8hore ~ upon communicating with tbem found tbnt th(,y 
helonged to 1\ tribe DOW at Cape 13atllUnt, who were catciling whales, 
nnd the same who IIRd eeen Sis J olm Richardson luat year. In the 
evening, being thick, and getting into tllree and a hldf fathoms, 1l1I­
t·hored between Baillie's Island and the main. 

AuglUt SL-Proceedmg to Cape Dnthnrst; tribe consisted of three 
hundred. very friendly, would gu' sollth in three weeks; gavc them de­
spatches for the Admiralty, II b'1l1l nnd lUllInunition to tile chu::f, and 
many presents among them, and, judb>1Jlg from their dcv.nly nppear­
ance, have great expectation of thelf reaching. 

Sepkmber I.-Off Cape Bathurst; many natives came on board, ami 
being nearly calm, remained ulitil evening, when a breeze springing up, 
we took our final leave of the EsquillU1ux on the American coast, fully 
convinced that neither the ships nor any of the crews of Sir John 
Franklin's Expedition have evCT reached lhe8e shores. They appear a 
quid, inofff'll8ivl' people (with the exception of those at Point Warren, 
which the Cape Uathurst trihl' have no dealings with), and would 8S­

tiet any white pt:Ollle thrJWll amongst them The whole of this coast 
is shallow, but Yo'ith the lead may be Bafely navigated, tbe 80undings 
being very regular : the shonIs terminate about thirty miles w Ihe 
eastward of Yarborough Inlet, and Voater varying from one mile t.o forty 

. in breadth may be cnleulated upon along sllOre, between the heb"nning 
of August and 10th of September, according to the winds, more or 
leu ioe encumbered; but the natives state that every year the iooopl'll8 
from the shore. We found the prevailing winds from east-soutb-casl 

to north-eal!lt. 
&pktlJw 6.-11 80 A.H . , being to tbe northward of Cape Parry, 

remarked high land from north and east to 008t-north-enst. 
~ 7.-9.80 .... H., IAndrd, a1\(1 took possessioll of the t1~. 

very. a6.d nam.cd it Baring hland. The land is bold upon thl' !lOuther!! 
tide. bSat upwardt! of one thousand feet in height , its northern being 



884 WINTERED iN ICE. [1851. 

Banks Land. E~ a aignnl pole with black ball, and WI't a Ilo!iee, in 
lat. ho 8' N.,long. 122~ 40'S' W. 
&pt~ 9.-0wned land north-north-eal'ltj named it Prince Al­

bert', Land, which it continuous with WollMhln nnd Victoria Land, 
lind ex\:.eruJ.s,north to lat. 7S" 24' N ,long. 112" 4,8' W. 

&ptembcr 11.-Ship beset, lat. 72" 52' N .. long 117" 3' W., but ice 
in mobon. 

October S,-Since the lItll of last month bave been drifting in the 
pa,ck I IIl\\TQwly escaped destruction sevet'8.1 tim~, until, with a nl"Rvy 
nip, at tbree A,M" which lIsted t]le ship Sj", we wl'nYfinnly fixed for tbe 
sparf" of Tlinp months in lat. 72" 47' N" long. 117" 6-4' W. 

October lO.-Took possession of Pllnee Albert', Laud, diatant four 
nules. ' 

October l B.-Aud, lOOay, of the PrinWls Royal hies, lying in the 
rentrc of l )rinre of Wnlc~ Atrait, distant folll' mlle~ frem the ship (lat. 
n" 46' N., long. 111" 4-40' W.). Thm IS erected nlarge cairn, pole, 
and ball upon its summit, aO(l have deposited three l'Iout19' provi­
sIons for slJ.ty -~ix men, besides ka\'iul;': a boat Ilud some Ilmmurution. 

OcUJ6er 21.-The Captain, Mr Vourt, Ilnd )lUlty, Bt.nrted to. trace 
this Strait toward~ 1I0rlh-east. 

Octcber 26.-DiS('QYrred the entrnnce into Barrow Strait, \11 lnt. 7So 
SO' N., long. 114° )4,' W., whn'h estALlishes tbe eXl!rtenoo of a nortll­
west pas!mj1e 

OctolJer SO.-Fi'l'"(, mnsk-oxrn shot upon Prince Albert's Land which 
terminate, our operotions for 1860 

.dprill8, 1851.-Tltis day despatched three tra\'elling partie.!! to • search tbe coast line Licutemmt lIaswrll to 8outh-east, tOWIllM Wol~ 

laaton Land; Liclltcnnut Cresswell in direction of Danke Land; aud 
Mr, Wynni.nU,~, to north-east; who respectivdy reached tbe poti~ 
tion8 as noted In the margin, and traced the coast fUI per acoompaQy~ 
ing charl. . 

Captain aud Mr. Mjertsching, the interpreter, communieated with 
the Esquimaux upon Prince Aibert'll Land, about alxty Illilee south oj 

our po.ltion, who had previo,.ly been met by HeuteTl$llt Haawell. 
They troced tbl' ooast~line as markffi. in the chart, and _tate that there 
are many of their tribes inhabiting the land towards the ltOuth, but 
that they know of nOlle to the northward; they are a kind., simplepeo~ 
pIe, and have never before seen tbe whiw mUD, fit wijom they were evi~ 
dentry alarmed. 

Jtd, 1",.-106 opened without any pressure, spa'1M veuel. WN 
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again-t'airly aftoat,-but 110 surrounded with it that.-ve only drifted. 
..nth the pack, having been able to use our sails but twice, and tteu 
only for a'few hours. up to the 14th of August. when we attainl'd our 
(Ilrlhe&t northern position m Prince of Wales Strait, lat. 73° }4' N., 
long. 1111° 82' SO" W . 

.Jwgmt IS.-Finding out passage into Barrow Strait obstructeu by 
north-c!18t winds, ectting laTlo'lJ masses of ice to the southward, which 
had drifted the llhip fifteen miles ill H.ut direction during the last twell .. e 
hoW'll, bore up to run to the southward of Haring !slnnd . 

.JUf}lUt 20.-Lat"74° 27' N., I01\~ 1220 82' W. ; have had clear 
water to reach thull far, runnil lg Vo'ithm a mile of the CO!lst the wholE;' 
distance. when our progress was impeJed by the icc resting upon the 
shore. • Secured fo 1\ large groundt·tl lIoe picc'e ill twcl\(, fathoms; icc 

appears to have heel! but recently detached from the coast. 
dUf/rat 29.-Silill in b'Tt:at dangt'T of heing cruslll)d or driven on 

~hore, by the ice coming ill With IWllvy prC5SUTt' from the Volar &oa, 
driving her along witlnn one hundred ymd.! of tile laml for half a mile, 
heeling her 15°, aud ntiswg her Uo!lil)' olle fool ('i:;lIt iU"hcs, when we 

again beCfWle ~tatiOll3ry, and the icc !IUld 
September lO.-Iee R~ain in motion, aud 1I11ip drii'CII from the laml 

illto the main pack, with heavy gale from soutll-west. SuCC('ooed in 
getting clear from main pack, and secured to Ii large groUlldcd floe,lat. 
74° 29' N., long. 122° 20' W. 

Septem/Jer 19.-Clea.r water along "hore to f'astwatd. rast off', and 
worked in that direction, with OCCllsionw obstructiolls aud 8('verru nnT. 
row e.8C8pe3 from the stuIJC,uloll!! Polar icc, until the evening of the 
28m, when we ran upon a lDlld-1Jnnk, having six fed Imder the bow 
and five fathoms astern; ho\'f' off without sustaining RUJ ,1nmage. 

&ptem/Jer 24 -Dllylight, ObSCTVt'd Barrow Stroit full of ire, al"l 
large manes sctting into the l1\ly; determined on makmg thi!! our 
winter-quart.ers, aml finding Ii well-sheltered "Ilot upon th~ south end 
of the lAval upou which we last night grounded, rWl in and anchored 
in four fathoms, lilt H O 6' N., long, 117° 54,' W. This nighl were 
frozma in. IUld have not ~inec Ino\'ed. The position ia most excelhml, 
being well protected from the heavy icc by the projection of the reef, 
which throws it clear of the 5hip S11 hundred yards. 

The currentaalong tht: roast of the Polar Sen appeaT to be influenced 
In: theiJ direction, ,Dlore or leas, by tAe wind!! ; but certainly on the 
.. tel .It r4 Baring hland thore is a permanent set to the elUltwaro; at 
ODe tUne W) fd it as much BII two Iwota during a perfect calm, and 
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that the bod-tide IIC~ &om the westward we han: a&eertained l:Jeyond 
a doubt, WI the opportunities afforded during our detention along the 
western ahOrtl of this island gave ample proof. 

The prevailing wind" alollg tbe American sbore and the Prince of 
Wales StrlPt we found to be nortL-cnst, but upon this coast. lOuth· 
south-west to north-west. A ship stands no ('Lanoe of gettUlg to the 
weatwaru by entering the PoilU' Sen j the watcT wong shore hoing very 
mumw and wind contrary, and the pack impenetrable l'ut through 
Prince of WILles Strait, and by keeping along the American coll81 I 
consider it practicable. 

Drill_wood is in great ahundanC(' upon the eaat 0088t of Prince of 
Wales Strait, and on the American shore also. Much game abounds. 
In tbis vicinity the hilL, abound in reindeer and ban" which remain the 
rntiJ'l' winter. We have been very fortunate in procuring upwards of 
four thousand pounds. 

The health of the crew has befon and atill continues excellent, with­
out auy diminution of numbers: llor have we felt the slightest trace of 
scurvy. 

It is roy intention, if possible, to return to England this ICMOn, 
touching at Melville Island and Port Leopold; but should we not be 
ngain heard of, in all probability we shall have been carri .. d into the 
Polar pack, or to the westward of Melville lslnnd: in citha of which 
uny attempt to seud succour would only be to increase the evil, as any 
ship thnt enters tile Polar pack lllust be inevitably crushed; therefore 
n depOt of provisions. or a ship at Winter Harbour, is the belt and only 
rertainty for the safety of the 8urviving crews . 

• No traces whatever have been met with. nor any informatioI: ob-
tained from tile natives, which could by any possibility lead to the sup­
positit)n that Sir John Franklin's Expedition, or nny of his crew, have 
ever reached the "hOreB we hlIve visitid or searched: nor have we been 
more fortunate with re!pecL to the 'Euterprise.' not ha.ving aeen her 
since parting company at the Stn,it of Magellan on the 20th of April. 
]S50. 

This notice waa deposited by a travelling party inA\.pril. 1862 ... COD-
eating of 

C.uTAlN M'CLtTU, 

Mx. Coun, 8ecottd Mukr. 
JOHN CUDn, ~. F()f'6CGItlt. 
8BJ1;Ol!Al'i"T WOON, R.lL. 
Gl!OaOE GIBBS, A6. 
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GEOROE B OUN8ELL, .A.b. 
JOBS DAVl11, A6. 

PETER THOMPSON, Oo1'i4j", Porrtop. 
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Whoever finds this. it is requested it may be forwarded to t.he Bern­
tary of the Admiralty. 

IJahJ on. fx:Ja,d E n" Britannic M(Jj~lfy'. SAip 
• l,.~tigo.tm': jrozt /l in in IIIe .BIJY of 
Merry, lat. 74,°6' N., lImg. 11 7° 6+' JIT.­
April 12, 1852. 

(Signrtl) RoBERT M'CLURE, Con'11Ul'ICd,.,.. 

Unlesa there is a vessel now at Melvilk blllnd, it is not my intention 
to revi8it it. but rrmle the best of my \Illy down the Strait. 

(Signed) ROBERT M'CLURE, Oommander . 
• Ji,e,oitlu,' Dealy l,lmul, April 27, 1863. 

Found 'Investigator' at Bay of Mercy (hnving lost rme man sinee 
entering the ice), by a travelling party from ' Resoluu>,' that left the 
ship on March 10, 1853. Caplain M'(Jlurc arrived all board this ship 
on April 19. Detailed aecounts will be scnt to Dee<'hey Island. She 
baa not met with any traces of missing Expedition. 

II. KELLETT. 

Commander Richards continues :-" I also learned 
from Lieutenant Hamilton t.hnt Commander M'Clintock 

• 
had left the Hecla and Griper Gulf o"ly in April, to 

carry out the search to the westward. 
"It would therefo're have been worse than useless for 

me, under these circuDlstances, to follow out my original 
intentIons. And considering that it would be for the bene­
fit of the service that I communicated with Captain Kel­
lett, masmuch as it would enable me to bring you his de­
spatches, the la.test intelligence of what had been effected 
by his partiei, as well as the determination which had 
been eotne to as to the abandonment of the • Investiga.­
~/ I reaolved at once on thiR step. and to return by 

VOL. I . " 
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n.e southern coast of Melville Island, and up the ~yatll 
Martin Channel. Directing Lieut..~Dant Hamilton to the 
rendezvous for your despatches, and dCkliring him to en­
deavour to overtake Lieutenant Osbom, and deliver to 
him Commander M'Clure's journal, we parted without 
loss of time." 

But Jet us now revert to the • Assisumcc.' Many 
changes had occurred; but one idea prevailed,-that she 
had exchanged her snow-white bath for the semblabce of 
a filthy farm-yard: I could bardy credit Illy senses. 

The decided action of the tides now furnished UD. 

doubted proof of the release from outward floe pressure 
by the increased gaping of the cracks, as well as gradual 
motion of the ice off shore .. The thaw also materially 
assisted this latter adion, and rendered mc. anxious to 
recover our stores, still buried beneath the sn()w, afford­
ing at the same time nn important warning, not to be lost 
sigllt of at u future scason. Had suy sudden break-up 
of the ice occurred and cnrricd the ship out, mORt assu. 
redly a very considerable portion pf the standing fittings 
of the ship would have been left behind, buried beneath 
the snow, and, as it so happened, without any sooth_ 
sayer to divine in what spot. Every effort W86 thcrefofQ 
directed to the embarkation of the Observatory. boats, 
Rpars, etc. with the utmost despatch; and 80 tedious did 
this duty prove, that up to the latest ..moment it wae 
barely completed. 

The nexl object w .. the rei .... of the v .... 1s from 
the ice. still adhering to tbe honda and bottom. to about 
oeven or eight reet heneath the probeble lin. of floata­
tion. In order to effect this without injnry to the ~, 
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the space between the 'Assistance' and 'Pioneer' wt18 

commenced on by saws and blasting; but this proving 
tedious, owing to very heavy ice, ranging between seven 
and fourteen feet, about the lst of July we tested the 
thickness of the outer jce to the nearest water, which we 
found to range from seven fect at our bows to two feet 
at six hundred yty'ds seaward, where the wawr was fast 
increasing. 

Brewing from essence of malt anrl hops had been 
practised 89 early as the 6th of August last season, but 
the general adoption of our "homc·brewed" did not 
fairly commence until the end of October ; with what 
success I shall leave my r~adcrs to judge from the fol­
lowing report of the officer who superintended, It was 
much esteemed, and at times mixed to dilute the excel ­
lent beer supplied by Messrs. Allsopp. 

SIR, 

Il('r Mojufy'. 8Mp' Au iftance,' Wellington OAamu:l, 
OrIQber 3J, 1853 

1. In compliance with yoor dirociiullS, J have the oollour to report 
upon the beer brewed from thr euen~ of malt anu of hopB on board 
thiJ ship during the winter 1852-1858, as follows, viz.·-

2. An expenment WIIS made on thl' 6th of August, 1852, to brew 
with the proportions prescribed by the makers (Hudson and Co.). 
Eighty pounds of malt and three pound! of hops wrro mixed with 
boi\ing water, and then started into a filly-six gallon cask (filling it). 
placed by the side of the galley-fire: when the temperature had fallen 
to 90° there 11'88 added half 8 pound of yea~t. in a state of fennent&­
tion, made by mixing dried yoost, sugar, and fl.Otll', in bot water; but 
aliho1l8h aign& or ferme'Dtntion were OCCMionally apparent at the boog­
ltoW duriBg the day, yfft, from the low temperature that prevailed at 
n~ (~ent upon tl!e absente of the galley-fire), it could not be 
got. W'OI'l.,.ti.s!aoWri1y. The beer produoed, although palatable and 
drqDit by tbe &hi.'s company, was ao weak, from the inadl'iJuacy of tbe 

z2 
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qvantity of ~ta uaed, and 10 fiat, in toDJtqueooe of tbe &ability 
to mae sufficient fenntlltati.:ln. that it Wile ecarcely equal t? the ,mall· 
eat table beer. 

S. On the 2Srd of October, 1852, the ship bfojng fi:led in winter 
quarten:and the S~vlvC!lter warming apparatus at work, maintaining a 
oonstant equal temperature, brewing operatioJUI were commenced. with 
the view of keeping up a periodical supply for the sbip'. colUllany. 

4. The proportionl used were,-----tluence of malt, 1201ba .• and of 
hops 4 lbs., to fifty-four gallons of water: these wen- boiled together 
(or two hours in the erup's coppel'll, and then put. into a fifty -six gallon 
cask, which was placed (for the purpose of obtaining the highest tem­
perature in the ship, steady at about 71) °) by the side of tbe funnel of 
the Sylvel!ter warming 8ppUStus. In .bout eighteen hour! after, the 
temperature of the mixture bad fallen to ~OO. 1Ii'hen yeaat W38 added. 
and generally in a rew m.inutes produced vigoro\ls fermf'ntation, which 
was maintained for seven or eight days, the froth being thrown olr at 
the bung-hole and received from ft leather spout, nailed on the side of 
the cask, into a tub placed on the deck, from which the cask was kept 
filled a.l it became necessary, for the first two llays almost every hour. 
and afterwards lit longer intervals, as fermentation slackened. As soan 
all it had ceased to work, the cask was bunged up and removed, to set­
tle and fiDe for a fortnight; it was then broached for iSlluf'. 

5. The beer thILS produced was highly prized, and T think I may 
vCllture to state tht. bo~h for strength and fl.e.VOII.I', it was all that 
could be desired. 

6. From thill time (October 2Srd) until tM end of the foUuv.ing 
April, 11 constant supply of this beer wall maintained, at the I'8te oi one 
piDt for each pel'&OD twice, lind sometimes three times, a wuk, besities 
other VCCMional. extra issuea ; for which purpose it was neeel!sary to 
appropriate three fiftJ-six gallon casla,--one to i..ue from, the next to 
settle and fine, and tbl! third. in a state of fmnentation. 

7. The total quantities of the e&&eDce8 consumed during thil tim.e 
wete-iJf malt, 1620IbB.; hops, 441bs.; · and the beet produced was 
702 gallona. 

a . Although the beer thu. neoeuarily iMMd. • fortnight after being 
brewed wu of good quality, yet I would bes _ve to remark, that bad 
it been ~raetioable to have allowed it to Jtand (or. longer period (u 
in the case of beer brewed in England), there is good reason to .up_ 
p«* that it would Uu herome IC:tJ"Oely inferior to EnglU'b porter at 
tbe Am qulity. 
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9. 1h6fe noW' remain for brewing (to be commenced, in punudoe 

of yOUl directions, at soon lUI the hold is cleared), ceeence of malt, 
780 Ibl.; hopI, 40Ib,. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your most obedient., humble aerysnt. 

I.UlBS LEWIS, 

Olerk 11$ c!uwgfJ. 
CAPTAIN SIB. EDWARD BEI,COER, Kl., C.B., 

Her Majuty', SlNp , A,auw:llce: and COInnwtdi"9 
Arctic Starcltint! SqlfadrOtt. 

Mustard anu cress were also raised, under the super. 
intendence of the same officer, whose Report also fol. 
lows. The supply was deemed, for our condition, ade­
quate; but I am not prepared to state that it would have 
proved more than sufficient for the invalidN, if we had 
boon visited by any cases of actual scorbutus; but even 
as a salad, of which the French sliced potatoes RDd dried 
cabbage also furnished excellent substitutes, it was a 
most grateful change to the eye, jaundiced a little ~y 
want of the sun's rays. It is a curious fact however, 
that in my cabin, daily exprn.ed to the light of candles, 
a decided green tint prevailed; this was grown either 
on white cotton, wool, or blue Bannel, the latter covered 
from light. The wild sorrel might he found as • rare 
plant about us, but, excepting to botanical collectors, we 
did not derive any benefit from its presence, nor indeed 
from anything belonging to the vegetable kingdom. 

Her Jl4fit-lty', SAip ',dwUutce,' 1P8llUtgWta .. ~l. 
October 81. 18&8. 

S ... 
. 1. :hl ~ with ,OUT direetiOlll. to report upon the growth 

~~1UIIari md,tll'MI on board tbiJ lhip during the laat winter, I hue 
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t.Iaa honour to ItaW, that on the 19th of JalW/llY. ome boxfls' having 
been prepared. of about twv feet ill length, one in breadth, and four 
inches in depth, two inciles of !Wi! were laid iu Ulcm, which 19'1&8 ob­
tained from the roots of ra~sea found upon the land of Northum­
berland Sound; mustard and Cl'CS!! lIeed sown o'oer the surfaces, and 
col'end with 8 light sprinkling of fine mould. The boxes were plared 
ill the maill hold. in the vicinity of the Syln;ster warming appanltua, 
wbt:re the temperature ranged from 60° to 70°, and the soil kept moist 
by wllter wanned to II temp<'mture of 800, lIn~ delivered through a 
W$C fixed with Il spout upon the aide of Il preserved meat tin it re­
qUired watering about four times II day. 

2. On the 5Ist of January (thirteen day! afta sowing) the fint crop 
wt18 obtained IIml issued generally to U.e crt'w affording llbout OUt' 
ounce to each penon, the soil Wll8 then cleaned lind invigorated by 
tbe addltioll of a httlc fresh mould, Illld more seod IIQWIl. 

a. The crope gellcruJly became fit for cutting in aoout II fortnight, 
depending upon the temperaturt that could be pre~e"td, and on un 
RVI"l"llg6 yielded between fout Rlld five poWl.de, IIml, although ycllow 
frow the abSt:nce of hght, ruld len crisp and palatable tlwn when 
~'TOwn under fllyourablt c1r(:umstallccS, WII8 generally b'ftAtl,} esteemed ; 
Ilud, in the absence of fresh "egetables, mue}1 sougbt after by the ship's 
rompuny. Crops were thus obtained up to tile end of April, the eeed 
l"Onswuetl being-mustard, a ibs., crees, SIbs., and the quaJltity pro­
dtlooU, ahout 301bs. 

4-. On tllll 20th of June. a box having heen prepared of abo'lt six 
ft:et in length, two III breaQth, and oneAn depth, soil was maGe by 
lJUxing together a aandy 1D0uld. brought from Greenhithe, with that 
obtained on the land at the winter quurters. and plnood over a layer of 
straw dnd cool Mh in the box. to the depth of four inches, when some 
early York cabbage.seed was &Own over one.half and spinach-seed over 

the other, and lightly oovered with mould: large pane& of glalll were 
pu~ over the top, and the box p1aoed on the aide of the hill of Monnt 
.Beaufort, about thirty fct:t above high-water mark. An embankment 
was raised around the box to protect it from cold wintll. and every at­
tention paid to obtain a satiefactory reeult. tho lUll being "kept moi.t 
Dr .~ to about 60°. 

5. "'tlm 27th of June (eight daya aBer lOTt'ing) the plants began 
to ahow themseivee, and from this time to tht ship'a IMving Northum­
berland Sound, on the 15th of July, made rapid progreu. their tops 
reaching up to the under .urfaoe of tbu !daIS; they Wllft ibM pulIecl' 
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liP. an~ filled a large dish: had it been practicable to have hpt tlt.:a. 
Wlder luch favourable cireumtt&neea, for three weeks lOng!r, [ think 
they wonId have repaid the attentioll belItowed UpOlI. them. 

fl . Turnip I'!ldishes W~ 1l11lO tned in a small box, covered with 
gws, but. ( .. om the leugtb of time they took to COme up. the result 
could not be considered Ifltisfactory: the alLon duration of !uil.!t.ble 
weather would, under the most favouffLble circumstances, render it im­
proclicable for the root to acquire fl aiw fit for use; but OOCMionnl.ly, in 
w/lnn Ie&!Ona, the to:Qs migllt be mise({ to a sufficient ~il" to be ulu· 
able ... vegetable. 

? The boxes taed in the winter (or the growth Gf muatard and creas 
were now employed more succcaa.fully; thl' saUle tlrscriJltioD of eoil 
WM used. mustard and errS! seed sown, lind the boxes ]Jiaced, lOme 

under the glaas covering of tlU,l wllm hatchway, the akylight of the 
gun-room, the glass binnncle coveu, lIud otlu'U un.I.·, IJanes of gI1\8~; 
and by being carefully tended, and watcrl:u \\ ith Wlltt' f slightly wann, 
plentiful crops of mustard and (,TeU, in its natural colour ami equal to 
any raised in England, were llfOCUred Rnd wued to the truvelling par­
tice after their return from the sIlring If'arch. The tolal quonlit,. lbUJ 
grown 'I\' 1la .hout Z5 lhe. 

8. The seed supplied to the ship waa-mustmd, ZO Ih8.; CltU, 
28 the. ; And l3 1hs. of t'l\Ch still rf'main. 

I ha.ve tbe honour to be, 
Sir , 

Your moat obedient, humble 8enont, 

J "M.U Ll:lI'19, 

Uk",; ;IJ cMrg,. 

C.tTAiN Sa EDWARD BELCH!It, Kt., C.B., 
n" Alai"i,', Slcip '_-I"Wa,,",' ,./UJ ComIff4Hding • 

Arctic Starc"iJJg Sf_aJl'01I. 

On tbe 6th of July I began to fee! uneasy at the ,tate 
of tbe outer ice; and. fearful that our return parties migbt 
be too weak to bandl<: tbeir boat' in tbe rough ilil I de­
'paiobed Mr. Loney with. cutter and eight mel\'. Wlth 
;""cIioos. to touch .t Cape Sir John Franklin. Barrow 
loiauli. and ICape Lady Franklin. on the liOuthem ,bore. 
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a. which latter pJ.,oe be was to await the arrivt:J. or' Com­
ma.nder Richards. 

Our cutting operations proved heavy and very tedious. 
'fhe 8n6w bank between the' Assistauce' and the < Pio­
neer' having formed into solid tough ice, compelled us 
to remove it piecemeal. This atford~d practice to the 
men in tht" most effectual modes of reJIloving ice: how­
ever, it soon became apparent that the off-shore pressure 
closed the cuts as they were made, and that our efforts 
must commence de novo from the oLter verge at the 
water, where we had now sufficient space to fluat off our 
cuttings. 

We had yet a difficult ga.me to play; as we were 
threatened with infinite lAbour, should the ice move 
after our canal was complete. My mind had been made 
up to start on the 14th of July, and every effort was put 
forth to effect this object. On the 11 tb we had com­
pleted the first six hundred feet by sixty widlj in twelvc 

• hours, meals included: the ice had been removed to sea, 
and dock-gates placed to secure it,,from closing. 

On the 12th, hefore noon, the cutter was discovered 
under sail, and the ice-boat of the' Pioneer,' with the 
banner of Oommander Richards flying, in tow. W!3 ad­
vanced to the mouth of the canal, and, opening the gates, 
admitted them. At three I had the ple .. ure of taking 
Commsoder Richards by the baud, lind eongrntulating 
him on his safe return, after an abBeDOe of ninety-five 
days. ",.. we had much to talk of, I sent him to his 
hot bath, reserving further communication until dinner. 

At eight this evening the' Assistance' was once more 
afloat, her OOUl'8e unimpeded. but we had vet to extri. 
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cate the' Pioneer. ' C<:Immander Richards WftS the bearer 
of complete reports, as far liS time would pf'l'!nit, from 
the western division ; the originals were to be forwurded 
to Bee4.:hey· Island, and included just the contents of 
Commander RichardlS'" letter up to arrival thtlre 

Ju~e S.-'l'his letter of eupto in Kellett informs rue 
« that Mr. De Broy, auxilinry to Commander i\l'Clintock, 

• arrived on the 18th, haviug left him, \\ itl! seventy days' 
provision, on the 2nd of Moy, ill 7(;08' N., longitude 
116° 45' W. 'fa the 1l0l1hward, all the wny to Cape 
Fisher, he could sec land, apparently i&luncls, forty miles 
oft' : these he will stlureh all his journey home. Unfor­
tunately, Mr. Dc Brny lost n Ulall (John (;oolllb~, stoker) ; 
he died from diseasc of the III ·n rt. Comnltmdcr M'Cliu­
tock speaks in high terms of Mr. Dc Bray; he "ays he 
could not have had a bettc.r &ccond . 

.. i\1r. Nares, auxiliary to Lieutenant Mecillun, arrived 
on the 1st of June; he had n disabled Marine with him: 
he left Lieutenant Mecham 0 11 the 3rd of ?\fay; latitude 
75° 35' N., 10ngitu<J.c 11 Ho W. ; huving crossed from 
Melville Isla.nd to Prince Patrick's grOlIIJ or land, what­
ever it may be. This name I have given to it , us It was 
landed on and taken possession of on his Royal High­
'nes;'! birthday. All thc~e parties will be back by the 

7th of July . 
.. Commander Richanls's coming here has bt..'Cn most 

fortunate; he will take direct to you all information re­
lative to this part of the Expedition, and will also finish 
the Byam. Martin Channel. the sctll'ch of which I have 
.been unable to undertake, for want of means. My in­
tended mC7t'ements are as follows :-lst. Should ' Ilives-
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tigator's' crew be found unfit to contend with another 
winter. I sball procet'<i with both ships to Beechey Is­
land. Should I find no contrary ordc:"'S from you there, 
I shall despatch' North Star' and' Intrepid' to England, 
taking' North Star's' place myself. 2nd. Should they 
be found able to contend with another winter an the 
increased allowance of provisions, I sr.aIl despatch 'In­
tl'fpid,' the moment water makes, with that portion of 
• Investigator's' crew DOW here, and reduce my own to 

thirty men and eight officers, with directions to proceed 
to England, depositing all the coal and provisions she 
can spare at Beechey !bland, if it call be done without 
risking another winter within the Arctic circle, remain­
ing here myself for the result of Commander M'Clure's 
attempt to cross the strait in his ship, and finally to re­
main next wi.nter in this neighbourhood, if he fails in 
getting across." 

1.'he remaining p!U'ts of hi!' letter, alluding to opera­
tioilS after becoming extricated, must wait for thot con­
summation. Dr. Domville, whom pc had despatched to 
survey the remaining crew on boaru the ' Investigator,' 
had not returned when Commander Richards left; but 
he seelned to think that sbe would be abandoned, w~ieh 
It i!' to be hoped has long ere this been done. 1'hese' 
ruoUiCtraps are not easy of escape! In his private letter 
he. add .... Should I be obliged '10 .tay. I .ban send a 
psrty next yesr I<> the BOutb point of Boring bland to 
100k for Collinson, and one to Point Cockburn to meet 
yours or 'North Star's.''' Commauder Richards gives 
a cheering description of their luxurious feeding, having. 
been regaled with every known Arctic delicacy but sab 
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moo, and that they promised. if he waited until it ",as 
caught.· 1'he following list of game kiUed exhibit!! at 
oncc the difference of our positions . 

• RESOLUTE'S' J~1 8T OF GAME KILLED BETWEEN SRD OF 

Sr.l'TEMBER, 18 ti2, AND 6TH OF JU S" E, 185S. 

Animals. KilI'4'. 
Average Est imated 

Remltrks. weight. no. ~eell. 

------ ---- - -------
Musk-oxen. 89 300lb9. 500 In nll!lroblluility the 

"'" 10 160 

I 
250 slIIm: auimah were seen 

hy tWfcrcnt llarties. 
Hares 48 11 100 Musk-o:um wrre seen 

Foxes 4. near this position 0 11 

thr O(h of Dect'mher, 
Wolves . • 1823. Two ptnnnignn 

Beal"! 1 wcrt' ~ltot on Dealt Is· 
luml till' fil"lt wee i l l 

Ptarmigan . 81 2 JlUillury, 1853 . M.y 

Lemmings. , 18th, caught a ca1f, size 
of It small lamb j dird 

Geese (lately) 8 four dnys after capt1.U'e. 

We owe a deep debt of gratitude for all the merCies 
vouchsafed unto us.. In all thpse travels, dangers, and 
difficulties. not one casualty has occurred. I\II.d health 
has prevailed. 'l'he cutter sent for relief arrived at the 
very moment required. and. IU) if every preparation had 
been anticipated. the passage nearly to the ship's bow 
was open. As Kellett and Richards both observ~ "If 
you had made your suggestions, orders. to be executed, 
and drawn them out yourself on a fair sheet of paper, 
they oonld not ha~(' been more completely realized." 
'.f1&e rendenous. the discovered lands. 8Outh·west aud 
BOtth-ast, have, it i8 true, all terminated like dreams 
~ 01 matters in course i they have caused no ex-
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citement, no 8urprise,-they were almost outlined in Au­
gust and September lIwt, even bE-fore quitting England I 
The last speech at the gun-room table, on the evening 
berore separation from our consorts at Beechey Island, 
was the injunction to the' Resolute's,' "to obsclii'e the 
Rendezvous." Most gratefully and joyfully did I find 
myoId shipmate beside me at dinner, relating his adven­
tun's, but his appetite WIlS gone: after Ius musk-ox and 
venison feeding, he coultl not relish even Ii fair (pickled) 
Hogarth steak! So much for depraved tRste: I know 
he docs not ndmire walrus But the main topic was the 
wonderful and pt'culiar discovery of the' Investigator's' 
position on the return of Lieutenant Mf:cham. Will 
the cavillers at the expense of this Expedition now deem 
it absurd? :May not Collinson yet be fortunate enough 
to overtake his second, and reach England quite as soon? 
Uut many n w{'sry mile if> yet to be travelled ere we all 
reassemble at Beechcy Island, and there only perhaps to 
forin frush plans for the extrication of some unfortunate 
members of our own Expedition! 

Richards was truly surprised to find our exit from this 

position no longer doubtful; for hardly had the cloth been 
removed, when it was reported that" the cana] was ~pen 
and ship afloat," a service executed in twenty-six work.' 
ing boms by sixty-four men. 

On the summit, and within the cairn on Moullt Beau­
fort, four huudred rations were depoaited. dull' lecured 
ill iron-bound CDsb. The staff surmountinft is well 
marked with a tinned light flour-barrel at its summit; 

""" several band. of lead nailed on spiraIly. bearing the. 
requisite instructions cut with metal type-punches. put all 
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unceFtainty at an end. Those would inform the visaor 
.. that p. the butt-end of the spar, closed by a well-pl'('­
pared plug, full information would be found." The roll 
on which they were inscribed was protected l~ tinroil 
and glue, again by bladder, and finally by tinfoil: it 

may last for ages. The casks and other pieces of wood 
strewed about them would afford substantial fuel for 
heat, as well as ~king: they were not reduced. 

Richards found at the rendezvous, tlmt Lieutenant 
Osborn had taken the boat mil] gone to the south-east, 
to examine the C08St between Cape LadY ,l<'rnnklin and 
Cape Marshall, aDd Goodsir's furthest; as his date and 
provision would expire on the 15th, w(' should not be 
long in doubt. My orders for his guidauC'c, sent by Mr. 
Loney, were left at the rendezvous. Richnrds alill Loney 
then proceeded to examine Barrow IJ::lulld, but without 
discovering the remotest trace of our missing couotrymcH. 
A cairn was constructed, and notice left; th('y then re­
paired to the ship. 'rhe sooner therefore we show our­
selves on the dark-bille wave, the sooner our stmy shcep 
will rejoin. A depot was prepared for Lout-J's station, at 
the southern point of the bay. I visited my main station 
on Pioneer Island, and obtained a clear view around; took 

leav~, and on tllC morning of the 14th, elcven months 
from the date of our quitting Becehey Island, stnrt~ in 
the 'Hamilton' to place the depot on LonC'y's Point, 
the southern a.nd well-known station of this sound, su;­
mounting it by a l81ge blue and yellow flag, horizontally 
divided. I was yet doubtful as to the moment of start­

jng,' and had prepared provision for "sleeping out," etc. 
Having already ordered' Pioneer' to have her steam up. 
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the signal to start was made, and once more I had the 
satisfaction of seeing the veS8€'ls in motion on. th~r pro­
per element. They were brought to 8 temporary block 
betwee& me and Spit Island. This was eventually over­
come, and I rejoined at eleven P.M., just before she en­
tered another lane leading towards Cape Sir John Frank­
lin, where Commander Richards and myself landed about 
one A.M., and visited the station on M~unt Percy. All 
the southern land was well defined, but, aided by a 
powerful telescope, I was unable to discover the beacon 
on Cape Lady Franklin, or any trace of our boat. I re­
marked that the latter might possibly have taken the 
western side of Spit Island, and thus be hidden. The 
sea was still open up to the point, shutting out Cape 
Becher. We therefore rejoined and moved on: Lieu­
tenant Osborn, having my instructions, would seek the 
vessels in that direction: further instructions and provi­
sions awaited him at Loney's station. 

'Jul!J 15.-At midnight Lieutenant Osborn was seen 
at our floe-edge, and a party seqt to aid him in the 
, Hamilton.' The mode of dire.ction to both parties was 
by placing two ship's flags on the proposed line of junc­
tion; each party keeping these in line,-althouga n~t in 
sight from each other, by reason of high packed ice,-' 
must naturally meet. 

.. Shortly before midnight Lieutenant Os 
I IIlticipated, he landed at Sp' I 

I was seekjng bim by teleaeope from out PfflCY : 
findiag the bay vacant, he movN forward witllout call­

, ing at the dep&t on Loney's Point, and fortunately over-. 
rook the ship. His search of southern coast 01 
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Queett's Channel had been unsuccessful, Rnd as all Ips 
news ~d been anticipated by Commander Richards, anrt 
both were weary (I had not slept for I wtll not say how 
mlllly hour., and the .hip was fast to the 8oe), w~ parted 
to rest. 

Here we are all, thank God, saC"" and in good health' 
Our advance too, even thus far, is matter to be thl.lnkful 

for, and in these'lerons almost another achievement. 
The tedium of detention I shall pas!! over , we gained 

by it a longer sight of Barrow Bay and Johnny Darrow 
Mount than was interestmg, and on the 17th we for­
tunately got inside the movable pack, and made fast to 

the solid land 6oe, with one anchor down. at eight P.M 

'rhe ice here was very heavy, and agrouml m seven fa­
tboms, consistmg of maSsive plied hummock! up to the 

shore.. 'fo be caught here undocked would be danger. 
oUS: stIll, there was barely depth to do thh; with safety, 
and a heavy stony gravel lay beneath Ascending the 
high shoulder of, this mountain,-whicb I named AclaPld, 
after \hot esteemed baronet, Sir Thomas Dyke Adand,­
I found that it coinc~ed exactly With an objf'ct whiCh I 
had taken from Mount Percy, with the Idea of makmg it 
a station, and from which it cou1d be seen through a gap 
in t£e island intervening. It commands the north en· 
_ to Sir.Robert Inglis Bay, Capes Becher and ,M .. 
jeucful. Dundas T.aIaDd, and all round to Barrow Island and 
Long Ialaud .~me. A. very conspicuous cairn waa he~ 
~ 0Qt of large masses of magne&ian limestone, not 
likAlJ to lio a8'ected by w .. ther or time. Our dock was 
Ctlt jnJD ~OW' Atho.... From this height I discovered, 
.oo..t 6ve"iIea '" &hore, "hat I ,u'preted was an island, 
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in,August last, almost a spit in the fairway, and n\.lt far 
from it 3D isolated mnss of ice, evidently aground; two 
dangers 'Which we have now time to determine, and 88 

the ice ,t present does uot appear to otfer any chance of 
escape, the examination may afford amusement. 

From the view which this mount afforded, I could 
trace open water from Cape Becher to 8 neck south-cast 
from us, about seven miles, affording a broad triangular 
space of open water, within three miles east of our po­
sition. On the west It was met by another wedge of 
water about two miles bc)ond our i~land, from which, in 

a curve easterly, it faroled up to our position at the floe­
edg<'. All this ice appeared firm, and did not indicate 
any symptom of having mo\Cd tIus senson near the small 
island. It was grounded, and 'appeared to have formed 
on It, not pres&ed up by "Iolenoo: this little island, for 
the presrnt, was termed Asslstanee Spit. 

All til<' pus:.iLlc projections within and without the 

Q&een's Channel have now been so minlltely visited and 
searched, that I fep} fully satisfied that Sir John Frank~ 

• 
lin's ships left no traces of their visit, if they ever passed 
up Wellington Channel, which we consider very proble­
matical. I speak not of smaH cairns, bsc.ause he never, 

with Fitzjames as hIS aid, would do anything by h~lve~. 
But, we have but too often been disappomted even by & 

moderate-sized stone, to pass over anything coDstructed 
bf that matenal. It is true, cairns or pilet ~ill tumble; 
but they still leave enough to excite atkmtion, althougb 
some of Penny's travellers have not 80 placed them that 
they are easily found: and the erection of two 80 near 8.8 

Cape Majendie and Cape Becber, and placinp; them og .. , 
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the cbt.lt 80 far asunder. nearly deranged my communi­
cations., Cape Majendie baving been mistaken for Capt' 
Becher, and there our depot was placed. At all-,positions 
visited by this division the cairns have been rebuilt; 
should they tumble, they still will exhibit remllrk.ble 
piles. Other observations on this channel will follow 
hereafter, relating to its uncertain navigation, which win 
prob&bly dispose ~f the second question,-that of vessels 
being drifted up, subject to pressure. 

Mount Acl8.Ild is composed of rubbly magnesian lime. 
stonc, without one trace of vegetation from summit to 
base! If I may usc the expresnion, it is awful to behold 
these mountains of minute stones, difficult, from tllcir 

loose rubbly nature, to walk upon, Ilnd pill'd up to till' 

highest limits of these fanges. It. is really a grent relief 
to find rocks j and as in the present instance it happened 
to occur upon an inclined ledge, which furnished suffi. 
cient material for our beacon, a very conspicuous one wa~ 
erected. I cannQt furnish the honourable baronet with 

any particulars which may induce ~im or any other frieml 

to pay it a visit. 
Commander Richards was sent to examine Assistance 

Spit, as well the ice aground near it, and to try a few 
heavy" charges of 20 lbs. on the main floc, having fre. 
quently experienced, in Melville Bay, that evcn our slllalJ 
blasts at times did great mischief amongst the whaling 

fleet, causing even distant docks to split unexpectedly; 
the use of our powder was not unfrequently condenmf'd. 
Having erected a beacon on the small island, and com­

p~ted, his other work, he examined the grounded ice, 
where' he found only three fathoms, with seventeen be~ 
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t)V .. n it aDd tbe island; possibly it has I .. , benclltb the 
lCO. 

On the 25th the ice opened between us and the spit 
ieland .. steam was called in aid, and about five P.lI. we 
were again advancing to the eastward, but the tide evi. 
dently strong against us. At 11.30 we arrived at the end 

of the lead; made fast until eight Dc"t morning. when 
we again got free. and, by shaving Cdpe Becher in ele­
ven fathoms, passed that important point. Mr. Herbert 
(Mate) had been despatched to the poiDt to seek for 
letters, and to bring away those left by Mr. Cheyne in 
May last, if they should Rtill be found. Our attention 
was, of course, intently fixed (In the pile; and nearly at 
the moment that we discovered, by the aid of our glasses, 
that the kegs containing the letters had not been taken, 
"two boats were reported coming from Dundas Island." 
ODe was certain, and Commander Pullen shortly after 
stood on ont quarterdeck, little less astonished than our­
SE'ives at !'uch a meeting; he had come ,for these letters ! 
I was right glad to see him, for I had much to inquire 
ahout and much to learn. Deft~itive instructions for 
himself, for' Intrepid,' aud the whole Squadron, had to 
be made out, and but sbort time in which it could be 
completed. I thought of detaining, and carrying hiln 
back in tbe ship. Fortunately for all concemed, he had , 
left his men and deplit at Cape PhilIips, ... d mnat re­
\nrn, thus securing the opportunity or f"'1Varding onr 
hurried and unopened former despatches. "'~ e were de­
tained just beyond Cape Majendie , tbere we hung on 
by the Ooe until morning, when I took leave of him, m­
structiog him to 1>lace a cylinder containing a recor.d ~f' 



1853J HAMPERED BY SEA EASTERLY. 355 

our meeting, etc., on Cape Majendie, with which he was 
supplied. 

Being DOW in fulJ possession of all our in\elligcnco, 
snd knowing the interest which must be felt at home, , 
about the great object of this Expedition, as well as of 
our present proceedings, I directed him "to be prepared 
to leave Beechoy Island on the 1st of September, and 
proceed to England, taking on board the crew of the 
, Investigator,' should they arrive by the • Intrepid,' and 

to leave the lutt.f'f vessel as depot at Becchry Islund." I 
fully expected, at this moment, to reach Beecbey Island, 
in this ship, before him, and long before that period di­
rect in person all the necessary arrangements. 

From this date uutil the 17th of August we continued 
to move from spot to spot, seeking casting: opinions 
very conflicting and unpleasant in their obtrusiveness 
were hazardcd,-« too many cooks" never were more ap­
parent. The south shore was the favourite; however, 
thank God, I took the north, and moved in that dircctioo 
with all speed; not from the littleness of having my own 
way, but because no o~ening, after reducing opinions to 
record, was truly seen to the south·east; that the three 
Ice Quarter-masters. closely questioned daily, saw no 
poospect by tha.t direction; tha.t Penny's remarks, which 
Sir Francis Beaufort had obtained from him at my re­

quest, distinctly opposed any navigation on that side, ~d 
he had travelled there; and finally, tb.t at tbis d.te last 
year we had navigated the north side, and found it clear, 
wben I, from tbe heigbts above Cape Hogarth, was well 
ssti.tied that the ice blocked the space between Hamil­
ton ~d Dundas Llands, and appeared moreover to press 

2 A 2 
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southerly. All the northern eb8Ilnel w~ then froo; but 
~ silence future cavil, the ship WIlS pushed to the sonth~ 
em navigable extreme. We had experience against prc­
svmption. As the spring~tides won}.! probably bring 
dsnge;, I deemed it imprudent to risk further ships or 
lives, and therefore determined to take the north lead. 
We shifted, nnd were scarcely well secured, when the 
ice took 8 westerly set; our floe WllS f.rm, therefore we 
went bodily, sheltered by a natural cove or dock, and 
flanked hy v~:ry thick icc. 

The spring~tides occurred on the 18th, and I relied 
much on this event , for some decided wove; unfortu­
nately, it was in a wrong direction, or, if my OWll suspi­
cions are correct, I lost my ehance by quitting this shore 
at all! Our boat landed once in open water, well to the 
eostward of where we now were; a gale ensued! ''Ve 
continued to drive, apparently for the strait between Gape 
Becher and Dundas Island. The harometer feli lower 
t~8n before noticed, suddenly from 20'64° to 20'34°. 
We were now drifting rapidly to tlie westward, our 
depth of water dpcreasing from tl1irty-scven to eleven fa­
thoms; and, as the snow -!o.torm intermitted, discovering 
to us the near neighbourhood of Cape Majendie under 
our lee 1 "'When things are at their worst they n1end." 

11he great floe continuing to tum in azimuth, like u. 

wh'ool, to the westward. fortunately tended to throw us 
A 

"into the channel, between Cape Majendie aDd Dundas 
Island; not certainly 'Pleasant, but nevertheless affording 
hope of safety. At this crisis, providentially, the ice to 
leeward became blocked, or possibly was in part resisted 
by an opposing current. We ceased to drift. but hAd· 
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shoaled' our water suddenly to eight fathoms, not far 

from 8. low point spitting westerly from a very tClUptiH~ 
bay. in which I had for some time fancied tlult shelter 
could be obtained, provided the depth afforded infc rl. 
ding. Our greatest d8IJger however still threatened: rul· 
less the ice to windward was arrested in its motion, it 
would inevitably crush us in a few moment!!! Jlod this 
was fcnred. One'of the Ice Quarter-lllasters observed: 
" If the weather floc parts, Sir, it will walk over her!" 

Not n very pleasant prospect! 'l'hc customary prepara­
tions for dcsl'rting the ship werc already cared for, Rnd 
we waited, in great anxiety, the result of the next half­
hour. If hoth vessels were annihilated, life, I think, 
llIight possihly have heen safe; but we Imd two tJiek 
men, cripples, and for these my interest wns principally 
engaged. The weather ice was arrested, as afterwards 
ascertained (under frightful pressure, higher than our 
lower mastheads), 011 Point Preservation;· the gale lulled, 
and I WlLS able to send n boat to sound up to the lana­
floe inside the point ~efore nlhulcd to. The report of 
"eleven fathoms within, and nine close to t.he point," 
soon put n new face on affairs; warps were run out to 

windward, and, under trysails and jib, the ship soon 
rcach~d oue of the most secure little ports in these re­
gions. On landing at the spit I found the depth" clpse 
to" sufficient if eOn1nelled to winter, to admit of the , r , 

vessels securing to the land, having six fathoms at sixty 

feet from the bench. bud space for twenty vessels in the 
then Q~n creek. lVhioh carried to its bend, at a later datt-, 

ten "'tlaom,: to this I gave the name of Port Refuge. 
TOe view from the b~ now forcibly impressed 011 my 
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WIld the advantage of d.ci8ion, if the Captain is not fit 
to command, he should not be selected; the lives of all 
are in hiS' keeping,-one false step, and no one survives 
tb tell.the tale! The great evil entailed on this scrvice, 
at a period when no great experience entitled the Com­
mander to be decisive, and he had loo-masters to help 
him, was the referring to Council, or, as I now vicw the 

• case, to relieve himself from the respon8ibility of any un-
fortunate event which wns liable to be contested by those 

under him. At that period the Expedition was composed 
of officers of nearly the &oaIDC rank; the case is now far 
different, nor do I require any such protection. 

The position we had lately occupied was now closcd 
in with heavy, hummocky, prcsseu-up iCf',-and no trace 
of floe, such as we left. Probably the ice to which we 
were then fast, and having a very wide crack, leading 
possibly miles easterly, now fonned part of the piled-up 
TUasSCS on Dundas or Margaret Islands, or, if H t:ricaped 
these, passed up the Queen's ChaolleI.l I felt grateful 

that. the pressure had- not been (. tested by the veRscls 
under my command; for there I do not believe that life 

would have been saved. Easterly, the coast was lined 
with larger masses of ice than we had before noticed, 

• 
grounding in three fathoms and a. half, and pressed So 
hcqvily in upon the ,hoal line that it interfered mueh 

with my purpose of making my escape between them 
and the land. Viewing the coast westerly up to Cape 
Majendie, we had to be thankful that we were not cast 
upon that unpromising iron-bound coast. Such then 
being our own escape, my thoughts naturally reverted 

to the case of the missing shiRs; any similar caepa1ty 
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migh.swcep them from the face of the deep. and leave 
not eo trace behind I The presence of a consort cau'tl 
not aviUl; they arc generally, as it were,linkc4 together, 
particularly when beset in ice, and the same fate to botJ:!.. 
in our case, would r.ertainly have resulted. 

Here then our present prospects were at least painfully 
delayed, and by ml:l.0Y were considered to be entirely 
frustrated for this season. But although opinions were 
perhaps too openly expressed, I deemed it prudent to be 
prepared for tliking the pack again, asscrtmg distinctly; 
.. that the vessels should not winter there." In order to 
keep up the excitement, I first made the survey of tbe 
port. and then started in my gig to determine how fill' 

I could sufely take the ship within the grounded hulO­
mocks. Day by day led on to fresh advances, until I 
gained the hcights about nine miles easterly, close under 
which Mr. Grove bad landed ill open water OIl the 15th 
of August t We can ouly imagine that an overruling 
Providence directs us ! One of two events might hg.vo 
occurred j tbe first was our possible escape into the C6St­

em open water, at tltis moment clear up to Point Ho­
garth j the next our unmistakable demolition, hlld we 
becn pressed OD Cape Prcservntion ! The height of the 
icc piled there, within which our boat entered freely at 
high wtiter, was not under eighty feet on the inner side, 
where a sloping debris, composed of finely commiduted 
particles of the purest white ice, fcll inwards. To se. 

ward it was piled with enormous blocks of ice, one over 
the other, in perfect confusion : not ordinary ice, but of 
tbe same quality os tbat grounded in three and 6 balf 
fathoms along the coast, varying from twcnty to twenty-
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four feet in thickness! A very narrow Iteck of iDm fioe, 
easily to be mastered jf 'We could rf'.ach it, cut off our 
communiqation with the lanes, constantly opening and 
clpsing, but near to Port Refuge closely sealed. The in· 
shore '''lead'' W8S not deep enough for the ship, being 
barred at Cape Simpkinson by a rocky ledge, on which 
two fathoms only could be attained. 

At this Cape we shot eight bares: Dve the first day. 
nnd three the second. Thi~ therefore afforded some little 
excitement, and the ship's company had permission to 

iShare in the amusement, killing some hundred of kitti· 
wakes and -tern, with one hare and eight ptarmigan. 
'L'hesc cliffs are frequented by gulls, lummes, dovekies, 
and other birds, which build their nests in rocky ledges 
of the beetling cliff, in order to secure their young ftom 
tho depredatioU'd of faxes and other predatory animals, 
find are generally, when sufficiently stocked, tf'rmed 
"rookeries·" one at Cape Shackleton, in Melville Bay, 
an4 another near Upernavick, arc well known to the 
whalers, as well as Arctic explorers. • 

By some unaccountable peculillrity I make up my 
mind to effect an object, at a moment when no chance 
of its accomplishment is apparent! Not that I would 
attempt it against reason. The reverse: I rather 1fpar6 
labour, wben I can do ao conscientiously. I took my 
last I,;urvey of Port Refuge, killed several ducks and (l 

~..armiglln, and overlooked the principal featurea of Sir 
Robert Inglis Bay from Mount Crokor, ait'lated at what 
we hod at first deemed the almost out-of.range depth 
of Port Refuge, but to which accoss W8S now open by 
water within the icc. }'rom thia heiglit I discovered, 
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wh.·ind~d I had before suspected from other glim~ses 
nearer to It, that a lake and stream connt~ction existed 
between this and the eastern Bac of Sir RQbcrt Iligns 
Bay, and that not more than one mile divided the two 
waters. Westerly, I noticed the icc to be caSi:lg oft' at 
Cape Majendie, and lanes forming along the coast to. 
wards it. A vacancy is always of importance, and to us 
of infinite vo.lue,-ns it would facilitate the opcning of 
similar lanes to the eastward. I felt suddenly confident 

• of release, but nil the reports from the hill were unfa-
vourable: indeed the Icc Quartt:r-mastcr, who had most 
to 8ag, pronounced the floe Itp.aled for the fnnter. Fur­
ther, the bay ice had formed 80 thick, that it wus not pos­
sible for a boat to pass to tile shore without consider­
able labour in breaking a channel. However, Il night 
would iDt~rvene, hut the cold was more intense, and t.he 
ice firmer. I asked the Icc Quarter-moster, at four A.M., 

what he thought of it? "No opening, Sir," was the reply. 
I may be obstinate, but I told the "old mOll" (Unth,uk) 
I intended to ~ut out; he 'luietly and very drily whis. 
pered to me, .. Weir, Sir, if you are determined, lose 110 

time." rrhose words were clcetric,-took II. lond off my 
mind; I was up, ol1t, and moving. Leaving orders" to 

. pre~llre for sea, and c1ear the lead to the outside barrier," 
[ mounted the hill, and there noticed that outside of our 
opposing barrier rather an unwieldy and awkwartl. floe 
wa& freely washed externally, and that if this could orj; 
be mastered, by cutting and blasting, my intention to 
take the pack, following up the outsides of the grounded 
ice, might enable me to squeeze by Point Preservation. 
rrhe distall:ce from hence to Beechey Island, one hundred 
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and twenty miles as the crow flies, was too far to £nng.. 
port crew, invalids, and eftects, if compelled to abandon 
next sea.soq,. Effort must he made, Rnd I had reSolved 
on jt. Lieutenant Osborn was directed to take n party 
to blast 'the outward barrier. Boats were employed in 
beating and hauling through the bay ice, so as to discon­
nect it as much as possible, and the ship having been 
warped up to the barrier floe before 00011, the' Pioneer' 
followed under stearn. Repeated reports were brought 
to me, U that the ice dosed as fast as blasted:" this I 
heeded not. All 0111' available force was now ~nt on 
the ice, and 1 took the command in person; the vessels 
moreover were now well wcdgcrl in, and no chance of re­
treat. Several heavy blasts were applied with great ef­
fect, followed up by the expeditious removal of the outer 
disrupted ice; and by the aid of steam, both vessels be· 
gan to move cheerily ahead. «Sauve qui peut" soon be. 
came the general motto; and each man springing to his 
prO}lCr vessel, shortly after noon they were once mOTC 

under canvas, aud moving to the eastl\:ard . Let any 
lUan read the log of that day, and jtl.dge simply from ita 
wording if it was intended to illustrate any such feat. 

Before entirely taking leave of Port Refuge. I will 
merely remJl.l'k, as to its geology, that the same drekry,· 
dirty. grey magnesian limestone, with but few fossils, 
frevaned; and vegetation, excepting in the inner valley 
ultder Mount Croker, where deer or musK..oxen bad 
rooted up great spots of deep moss, was very rare. 

On the summit of Mount Croke.r, whilst engaged with 
the theodolite, I noticed a very beautiful white ermine 
(MtUltela ettminea) in its summer dress. My aide, MI'. 
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PyD!', was despatched to shoot it; but be failed, although 
the fl;nimal W6S daring enough to Bit up and spit at -him 
within twenty yards. The bifurcation of his fine bushy 
black tail was beautifully displayed, and probably 800lC-

• what disconcerted Mr. Pym, spoiling his aim. I believe 
however that it was wounded, and effected its escape by 
the crevices of the rock. Nearly at tht: same moment a 
ptarmigan (mistaken for a goose or deer) was noticed : 
on my return it was butchered, by getting suddenly on 
it before I perceived it; however, in these times we kill 
for the cook, not for preservation. 

Our collection from the =:en has been morc abundant 
than I could have imagined, an account of which will ap­
pear with the Natural History. The Eu'!lflle or As/erias 

AIeduaa was found in great numbers in dcep wuter, and on 
one occasion so bematted a swab, that extrication, with. 
out destroying the arms, was not possible: one complete 
specimen only, to establish the species, was preserved. 

After a de~ntion of a most hurassing nature rorchir. 
teen days, we were agtl.in free, and pressing forward. 
But before quitting 'this region let us t:xnrninc the rela­
tive temperatures experienced by Parry and ourselv!'s. 
During the entire month of August, 1820, I notice that 
he· experienced a minimum temperature of 22°,-colder 
than we have experienced at aU,-the lowest, a.t four A.M. 

on the 81st of August, corrected, being 24'5°. As ~e h~ 
quftted the entrance of Lancaster Sound before the ! st 
of September, we cannot follow him ; but at Port Bowell, 
S 1IUlCh more suspicious pm~ition, it did 1I0t fall below 
16°, and that not until the 18th. I consider that as far 
as the 16th of Octooo' of thot year I wo\dd Dot bave 
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dcctpcd myself seAled. His escape again on the l~. of 
September into warm water precludes further compari~ 
son with the probable temperature in the mouth of WelM 

lington qhanncl. 
September I.-Our first effort carried us abreast. of 

Cape Simpkinson, where, finding the pack drifting westM 
erly. we mooe fast to the grounded ice, in eight fathoms, 
to await the return of tide. But I find tbat the tides in 
fl,lis northern bight arc not to be reckoned on, and in 
the present cuse, fortunately perhaps, they overran thei r 
mark to fifteen hours. Foreseeing the reaction, I gave 
orders, before I retired· to rest, .. to select a convenient 
tug floe, and make fast to the moving puck when the tide 
chAnged easterly," which would infallibly ndvullee us. 
This occurred at 3.30 A.M. , when the pressure graduM 
ally eased; und shortly before cight A.M. we were nguin 
taken in tow by the 'Pioneer,' kcc}Jing close along the 
line of grounded hummocks, and on arriving abreast of 
the lmmeu~c mass hefoM anuded to off' Cape Prescrva· 
fioll, had fifteen fathoms close alDnpside, the sea WashM 
ing its base. '1'hese huge masses of ice furnish most 
vnlllable guards fDr pilotage, seldom grounding in less 
than three Rnd R half fathDms, with deep water Dutside. 
I had suspected, from noticing the vast cDllectiDn' of 
presscdMup ice at this point, that they were obstructed 
~Rd retained by aD outlying ledge of rocks; bllt the 
helvy masses then noticed merely &.dhered until the plesM 
sure was relieved, and then by their weight had been 
swept away. The customary law of the immersion of 
six·sevenths we found not to hold here, nor are the 
'under surfaces leve): masscs rno .. than six feet out. of 
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watea·were grounded in two fathoms at high water I but 
these must have had a great admixture of mow. I tad 
almost fancied that my vision of open water u.p to Point 
Hogarth was not to be realized, and that my efforts stter 
all might be attended with some drawbacks. Ifnt about 
noon I caught 8 glimpse betwCf'D the masses of icc, and 

felt that all was secure. This was indCf"ld 8 triumph: 
talk not of horse-races, or any games of chance! Here 
was 8 consummation to repay aU my ho.rassillg labours. 
Giving the men time for their dinner, the chct:ring sound 
of II Hands make bail!" brought up mnny an inquiring 
face. But there was no mistake this time: the open 
dark blue sea was before us! How different were the 
feelings of forty-eight hours! 

What the sensations were of those around, I was UD­

nble to discover; but I had the deep satisfaction of feel­
ing that I had, by the blessing of God, efleeted my oLject, 
and impressed all the well-disposed men under my com­
mnnd with the determination which wiU, I trust, uuder 
the blessing or'God, enable me to dO'my duty, and that 
where I decide, no ptmy obstacle or dilfcfPhCC of opinion· 
shall deter me from the accomplishment of any hcrvice 
I may deem it necessary to execute. If I had failed, no 

.disamce or reflection could lie. Still thc story would 
run, thbt I made the attempl,-and thus close the mouth 

of the busy chatterer. 
ihe questions now discussed were not of failure, b..f 

of the hOUT of arri:'1al at Beechey Island, and if we should 
save po.t by the' North Star'! Shortly after two the 
tow-rope was let go, and under every possible stitch of 
canvas, the ship was making nearly seven knots. But 
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• alas! our caJculat.ion! were premature, About fauPp.H. , 

indications of icc ahead were reported, and we were 

reduced to the neces.'lity of selecting th'~ IDost coWrort­
able berth which otfered amongst the patches of open , 
water. about ten miles to the north-east of Cape Osborn, 
Unfortunately. the' Pioneer' shortened sail some miles 
astem, aDd before she reached tho gap by which we had 
entered, it had closed, and separated lfcr so far as not 
to be of further assistance until the communication was , 
opened, 

During our detention here we determined our position 
to be in lat. 750 37' N.,long. 92° 22' W .• Cape Osborn 
bearing S. I S' 18N W., the variation 1440 5S' W, Our 
distance from the nearest land was about one and a half 
mile, A party consisting of Dr. Lyall, Mr. Pym, Mate, 
and Mr. Lewis, Clerk in cbarge, started with a light boat 
to endeavour to reach the land, and walk on to Cape Os­
born, on the summit of which we thought we could dis­
COVil a large cairn or tent, They were uqsucceAsful, ow­
ing to the roughueks of the ice, and the inefficiency of 
their party to drag the boat over die distance which in· 
tcrvcned betwccn us and the shore. It was in the Be­

quelmost fortunate. 
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CHAPTJlR XIV. 

First symptom of Winter .-AlarmingDiscovery .-Suspicions nwakenl'd. 
-Escllpc' from 11 Nip.-ThoCMIt frngment of a Ship.-Drift-wood.­
Party for Beechey Island.-Despnlch rtf Lieutennnt 03bom.- Wllllt 
of Stenm-power.-Unsafe po!ition.-Aid sent to LieutcuantOshom . 
-Inland Lakcs.-Fiehing.- A Spar found.-1'runk of Q. Troo.­
Disturoonoe of the Icc.-Fl'Ilgmcnts of a Sllip. 

September S.-AT midnight there was not sufficient light 
to read the deck thermometer without a candle, and 
quite dark in my cabin. Weare now to the northward 
of Eden Point ,in Baring Bay. and in eighteen fathCims 
water. A bear was noticed between Cape Osborn and 
the ship, but he most cautiously aVOided 811Y nearer ap­
proach, br within any distance to warrant pursuit. A 8 

the C Pioneer' was completely cut off, our efforts were 
now· incessant, taking advantage of every motion of the 
ice which enabled us to get into the in·shore water, ho­
ping to secure to the grounded ice, and thus p~venf;, 
being .wept beck. 

On the morning of the 4th I .ent Lieutenant Cheyne, 
with a gig and one watch, to aid the • Pioneer,' whose 
serv;.ces we very much needed. the open lanes rendering 
constant WfU'Ping t.pniol18J and I had the satisfaction of 
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seeing that at lcmst she was movi~g. Our progrcs!J;tlleing 
fr~ from obstruction, was more rapid, aided I imagine 
by a curre;.t along the shore; and by 31.x P.M. we suc­
ceQded in warping alongsIde some stupendous m8f!ses of 

• ice or fragments of bergs, ground~d in eleven fathoms, 
and raised o.bove water about forty feet. Whilst engaged 
in warping along these, the look-out in the crow's·ncst­
reported «something like a cool-bag and a uniform cap., 
lying on one of the detathed in-shore fioe-pieces." Our­
glasses soon detected the blaCk object to he Olle of Hal. 
kett's India-rubber boats! Mr. Grove. Mate, was imme': 
diately despatched witb the light boat, whieh the party 
hauled over a low neck, and reached the objects. On his 
return he brought the India-rubber boat (the bellows hav. 
ing been mistaken for the cap), a tin trese containing the 
Admiralty Arctic Chart, the true-bearing book of 1853, 
two tin pannikinB, 8 hank of log-line. bits of lint. a pill1 
box containing ointment, and a. piece of adhesive pla'itf'l". 
-with other proofs of its having been the temporary 
resting-place of man ! 

That all the articles in question Delonged to our Ex­
pedition was clear by tbe date of the chart, 88' well 8 S 

the true-boaring book for tki6 year, within which was 
further found a printed prayer belonging to the • North , 
Star,' as well as one in manuscript, evidently in the 
~andmting of Commander Pullen: the chart was also 
\~, having on it his remarks on his late journeys hither­
ward. But the Halkett's boat created a doubt, as the 
• North Star' was not supplied with one, and yet it bore 
the broad arrow; it might therefore ha"e come from the 
• Resolute' or • Intrepid.' As soon as the ship W88 &e-
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cured frlr the night, I return~ with Mr. Grove to ex • 
• amine afresh the spot where these things were found. 

The boat had evidently at first occupied a place ou the 
floe, where the sun or the heat of the mao's bod~ had 
impressed all its ICtioding marks very perceptibly on the 
ice. It was painted black, and therefore by the ordinary 
laws of nature should have been more deeply imbedded, 
as the lighter-colo'l.l'ed articles had sunk in deeply, and 
bocome well frozen. but tlle breeze had blown the boat 
over the ledge, and it there hung, attached by its frozen 
lincs, as a signal of distress . Nature's own act 1 No 
further clue could be gained. '1'he bay ice was form­
ing 80 rapidly that Mr. Cheyno's party were hau1ing the 
gig over the ice j but where we were, the boat easily cut 
through 1'Iy the vcloci~y afforded by the oars. On Mr. 
Cheyne's joining, by signal, he was instructed to search 
the inner masses of ice, whilst I continued to follow up 
the line of gale of the 18th of August, to which date I 
Immediately 6Ssig¥d tlllS alarming catastrophe. ] t i. 
almost needless t~ add, that su<!picion of misfortune to 
Commander Pullen preDominated, as I could not for a 
moment imagine that he would trust any other persOH 

with such documents: I also felt assured that it resulted 
after Ills return to his ship. No further traces were at 
present discovered. 

Here was matter for most serious conSIderation, arid 

involveti advance or delsy! But it was clear to my mind 
that if any miafortune occurred to & pa.rty in this imme~ 
diare neighbourhood, that traces must be sought for on 
their ""tnm to the • North Star: and th.t the nearest 
IIIBd would sqon furnish ovidenoe of their resting-places. 

VOL: J. 2 B 



'870 ESOAPE A SBRIOUS NIP. [ Sepletder, 

For tbiB purpooe I despatched Lieutenant C~e and 
hr. Lyall to examine rhe coast for traces, cairns, ete., and 
to vi.it,.if practicabk, the shelf-summit of Cape Osborn, 
PD which I had imagined that I saw a very large cairn,­
now transformed in importance to a tent. 

8eptember 5.-The 'Pioneer' rejoining at 4.30 A.M., 

again took us in tow, but not making sufficient progress 
to overtake the land party. The beat's crew, on their 
return, reported having seen the remains of a. bivouac 
of last season, where tea.leaves and preserved-meat tins 
were distinctly observable. About two P.M. the party 
returned without fil\ding traces of any late Visitors. A 
loose, disturbed cac1tc. formed from the stones of an old 
Esquimaux encampment. was reported by Dr. Lyall. 

The ship having gained the bay to the southward of 
Cape Eden, the' Pioncer' fouled ber fan with our tow­
rope, and was placed nora de corlluat so long, that we 
wnrped, on nnd Illld gained a very critical point, when 
.')he carne up, but too late to carry us through aud rather 
in our way astern. as a very serious :Uip was on us, and 
we barely escaped between t~ such huge masses of 
ice, one aground in six fathoms, that our' fate would 
very ROOD hnve been determined. 1.'he angular tongue 
of a huge floe-piece-bow many feet thiok I' cannot 
say-had taken its hold just Wlder our fQJ'e-chanoels . 

• 
(}ur opposite broadside took against the grounded hmn-. 
mock, half-way up our rigging. Fortunaldy.aotwenty. 
pound blast broke the nip at the critical moment, and 

• Thia aupposed cairn turned out lo be n very remal'kdble pyramid 
on I. jutting buttM8 or tbe cliff. ebowiDg out on pariicular points of 
new. but beyond the actual Cape. 
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she eaIed astern. Let no one sneer at blasting ioe; thjs 
alone 8~Ved the 'Assistance.' We were very glad now 
to take refuge under the lee of our big enclllY, where 
most bebutiful docks were already prepared, but ~oo in­
sidious for any dependence. The power which placed 
them there could 88 easily move them, and the collision 
would destroy us in a moment, eve~ in culm, and with. 
out one instant's warning I We had therefore to select 
our ground, and cut in so as to be frozen steadily, until 
we could make another move. It was very tantalizing: 
as well as distressing More power, more activity. would 
probably have placed us beyond the barrier which now 
closed us in as if for ever! 

Being now fast and fixed until it pleased N sture to 
release us, I despatched Mr. Grove to take the bhorlest 
_course to Cape Osborn, and examine the cairn; but I had 
been much deceived by the distance, as well fiS by the 
nature, of the intervening ground, as well as its acccs· 
sibility. He ret!ll"led, after an absence of tCD hOUl~, 

unsuccessful, but hc dcterlllined that the object was a' 
natural heap, not a clirn, DO traces of "tlavellcrs were 

noticed a10ng his route. The party renched the shiJ! 
about five A.M. on the 6th, much fatiguea, and the fog 
which" prevailed tended much to incrcaSt' their difficul. 
ties. Mr. Grove found three pi('ces of wOod, two very 
old and weather-worn, but one recent, of teak, painted 
black ~n one side and having a new nail through its 
end. It had recently been cut by a fine saW, apparently 
for fil'ewood; tae nail had not the Government mark. * 

• TIait pro~ to be part of th.e 'Breadalbane,' wrecked fifty.fife 
ci1e. ta: t.lw. lO"lllFard. 

2 B 2 
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• • it is a curiO'llA question, hut, trivial as it lOay,,"ppcar, 
no less my duty to rrcord. How does it happen, t~rougb. 
out this.nortbern line of connection, and out towards 
,Jones'~ Sound, that nearly all the truly drift.wood found 
by our parties might have belonged to the same tree?­
never recent, and impressed with Ngturc's own seal of 

one particular epoch. Let the fragments preserved an· 
8W('r for themselves. When are we tollexpect 8 new and 

different supply? This pie-ce of teak will doubtless be 
• 
traced, in a few days, to some dcfinite canse of action; 
it simply assnres me that the \Vellington Channel is, or 
has been, (lpen: at present I suspect it to belong to the 
• Mary' yacht. 

September 7._rrhc morning, ushered in by thick fog, 
has terminated in u gloomy. wintry day; the barometer 
is slowly falling, and with it all our high hopt's: th, 
breezc also is freshening from sonth, and the ice l'Ctray­
illg symptoms of uneasinesS!. We have no hed of roses 
lrere : independent of the saft·ty of the.vessels and crews 
to dwell upon, Innch mutter for severe thought remains. . , 
The present wind may be OUT security: hut should it 
haul westerly, even these barriers to which we are fast 
would afford' no protection, - perhaps dcstroy us; our 

• 
trust only is from above; our motto, "'frust in God, 
anp. do your duty," renders every disaster comparatively. 
light. 

}4'ully impressed with the belief that a party in-search 
of WI has attempted this eastern side of the channel, and 
may posijibly have sin~ply lost the articles discovered. I 

directed & depOt of eighty rations to be formed on the 
near terrace of this bay, surm~unted by a ycllolf flag, 
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that edour being best seen either on a. dark or wfti\e 
ground} indeed experience has taught me, that as 8 gene~ 

Tal beacon flag, the yellow~blue horizontal can 1te 'distin~ 
gWshed beyond all others. At noon the tem~T8ture 
was 80°, but with every indication of approaching winter; 
and as I remained uneasy about our position, the Master 
was sent to mark out the shoal~line at which we should 
take the ground, }f driven in, so as to enable us to make 
suitable preparation. This was effected by boring holes 
and sounding, leaving staves at three fathoms. It ap~ 
pears that we had abuut a hundred yards to drive be­
fore taking the ground. 

On the 7th preparations were mane for sending a 
pruty in the < Hamilton' to Becchcy Island. in order to 
ru.ccrtaill the state of things there. As to baving the 
chance of letters by the' North Star,' my orders, it open 
water existed, had taken effeet on the 2nd, or some other 
e4anncl had offered I could ouly forward my report of 
movelflents up tq the latest date, for safe deposit, untlll 
some chance offered; for this sprvicc Coulinandcr Ri­
chards volunteered as a matter of right, bu~ I rould not 
spare his 'valuable aid at such a enbcuJ Inoment, antI 
Lieutenant Osborn WtLS therefOJ'c allotted' to this duty. 
My o~n well-tried crew were selected, substituting the 
ice-quartermaster of the' Pioneer' for my coxswain, whom 
I could Dot spare; and my light dog-sled go, constructed 
to carty me and forty pounds' weight of instruments, was 
added, to carry light load. at difficult or tender passe.; 
five day. only of provision were allotted, and every use­
Ieea >teigbt left behind. 

On the Dth. dirty. 811O\fy weather; barometer, 20'45°; 
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"lnfperature ... ~g between 7'6' and 16', and\be ice 
nipping. Made an atttlmpt to cut towards the .oeat8IIt 
pool of Vll8ter. but failed, the ice was fe-und to be fifteen 
te twepty feet in thickness, bay ice six inches, the water 
clearly making round Cape Osborn and to the llOrth­
ward. Tantalizing indeed to be mewed up; but patience r 
we were nearly a~ bad in Port Refuge, and yet escaped. 
[n this position we are sheltered; but uverhead the gale 
lS evidently blowing hard from north-east, scud flying 
rapidly, and the outt:\r ice, in active motion, pressing to 
the other shore. Every effort was now made to com­
plete my documents. tracings of charts, etc., in order to 
forward them to Beechey Island; and very hnrassing it 
proved, iudepcndent of constant calls for other duties. 
At noon, barometer 29'34<', temperature 12°, falling to 2°, 
at midnight the wind abated, terminating in calm. 

Sryte'lJloer 11.-At four this morning I was informed 
that the open water extended from Cape Osborn to t~e 
<¥posite coast. At five, Lieutfnant O~born, assisted by 
n party from the' Pioneer,' ato.rted, having received d~­
spatches, etc., the preceding evetling. Commander Ri­
chards took the hands to the outer floe-edge, ih the hope 
of blasting off the outer ice, which might al80 shake the 
entire floc, and cause it to drift oft' with the tide~ The 
dft,l was beautifully fine, but this was found, under the 
present temperature, 18'5°, with bay ioe fnrming and 
negativing f'very movement, quite beyond our ~wers: 
the mean depth of tbiR immense floe-piece beiog about 
8Ell'enteen feet, proved rather too much for our ice-saw., 
over 80 great an extent. Mr. Allard, Master of the' Pio­
neer,' accompanied Lieutenant .Osborn to the doe-edge, 
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'ounch<!ft him, ODd then visited Cope Osborn, from tb~ 
summit .of which he would ha.ve the opportunity of judg­
ing bow far the open water prevailed below that t>Osition. 
Unfortunately, the prcscnt calm favours the formation of 
bay ice, which may compel the party to seek the in-shore 
floe. The following. I perceive, are my remarks on this 
day :-"llth. Beautifully clear, with a tt:mperature of 
18°: and tantalizibg indeed is it to witness the opposite 
floe in rapid motion to the southward, when our position 
is such that little ~hort of Nature's aid, in the form of a 
heavy gale, or of an off-shore set, can TclcMc us." Had 
such obstacles as these opposed U'I but 8. few weeks since. 
or even now, with open water into which to float our 
fragments, we should not have despaired. But now 
stem'Vintcr holds up his threatening finger, ond tells us 
in plain terms, "You have no business here with such 
puny steam power." Query: what will he say to 'Re­
solute; if he should triumphantly have < Investigator' 
ready at Melville )sland before the eastern barrier gives 
way, and but one steam('r to Low hoth? 1 cannot forget 
the astonishment, iu 1~51, when I proposed the screw 
steam pow'er in these regions. Increased power was de­
nied me in 1852. Yet I have been made to feel its loss. 
EO"ent~y the country may experience it by our deten­
tion thUt 8e8SOn. Moreover, no junior should in thele 
matters tow his superior. The reswt in money rema~D8 
to be totolled. 

As to our eventual release this season I have my own 
impre~~8; they may be erroneous, but I still cling to 

everyl plaul!lible reason on which hope can be based, pre. 
pwatt)ry to \ taking th" most decisive step. U housing 
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qvtr .. for winter. When that event takes place, In men 
will exclaim ... Well, ht"re we are for certain." 

As .~ ~y prospect of such a dilem.na, I at present 
4issen.t. It is not my intention to rem~ve anything out 
of the ship, but simply to secure as much internal com. 
fort 8.8 circumstances will permit; more, probably, if I 
err not in my reasoning, than Jast seawn; but to be 
prepared to be moved at any moment that it may suit 
the caprice of Dame Nature. The grounds upon which 
I base my opinion nre as follow. J:lrst. Notwithstanding 
opinion is against rue, I consider this position unsafe, 
and that we Rrc liable, even throughout the months of 
October, November, and December, to be dnven from 
hence. The A mencan vessels were entrapped in the 
pack, and comparatively sarl': they had no prospect of 
open water, it is true, but tllllt is 8 danger, unleu you 
nre prepared with a port where shelter enn be obtained. 
They were compelled to perfonn certain gyratory move­

n'ients during these months, reaching tl.l.e neighbourhood 
of BeechE'Y Island abO\lt the 22nd of December! 

Now 811 these same causes ~e visibly in operation, 

and it is only necessary for" the turn of the ·wheel" to 
take a liking' or involve in its chances our frail barks, 
and oft' we travel on the tangent (if not crushed) inlio 
mid-channel. The sealing of the main pack to that con-• 
necting U8 is the act of a few hours. 'Vho win ven-
ture then to dissolve the connection? J trust thA it is 

scarcely necessary for me to illustrate tbis by diagr8m j 

'or the ioe motion is so capricious, that direct, lateral, 
oblique, or rotary force will perform all we have to fear 
in " f~w hours, leaving fts to soi1(e the problem in 'tinter, 
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by sounding through our fire-hole. over depths 'illTlJ.llg 
from, six to six hundred fathoms, and making accurate 
chqrts of our motions by aid of the stars and. c'hronome­
ters. These are no idle whims or caprices. When that 

• 
moment arrives. all I pray for is, that every man. IDay be 
as well prepared to do his duty. 

To sum up, I intend to be prepared to take, or he 
taken oy. tke ,~e. if it should so suit the will of Provt 
dence. Keeping in view that if such should bappen 

• 
before the end of. 9ctober, to endcuvour to keep on this 
side, and if drifted as far 88 Beechey Island, attempt to 
reach Union Bay and there cut in, or po~ibly be saved 
the trouble by 0. nip. 

Of my mode of housing, when winter seals our posi­
aitioD, I shall deal hcrcafter,- prcpo.ring at proscnt the 
important outlines, so far as our resourC<'s will admit. 

September 12.-Lntc last evening, about five, Mr. Al­
lard returned, having fallen in with Lieutenant Osborn, 
not far ndvavced. He had abandoned his boat,. had 
placed the weights on my dog-sledge, destroyed it, and, 
by B note, suggeste~ that a sledge and more provisions 

should"be sent to him. 
Jr. Lyall having vofuntecred,-and- considering him, 

for many good reasons, the most effective aid as well as 
companion,-I again sent my own sledge, which C,GTied 
th • .' a"",iltou'last season; and if '0 laden, woul~ thoj 
h8"e sixteen persons to take her through her difficu1tfes, 
with instructions .. to accompany Lieutenant Osborn, if 
n6C6888lY. the entire distance;" and keeping in view·the 
pUiI inrumd last seuon, and the mio/'ortune, but too ap­
_~ <r r_t daV, in,t....,ted him to inforia Lieut.! , 
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nant •• born that no 1U1(lertainty should exist, or tho. the • boat must accompany him. Ahout eight P.l!. Dr. ~yall 
started. 'Tills diminished our crcw by twelve wcrijng 
hanj •. 

I walked out to the floe..edge, nearly a mile, with Coru­
mander Richards; but it W88 very clear to me, that with 
the bay ice formed, it was useless to attempt auy further 
oPeratIOns for cutting out. On my retl!rn I ascended 
the hill immediately above tne ship, where I obtained 
tl:e latitude as 75° 82' N., and a very clear view of the 
late space of open water, now skinned over with bay ice. 
The heavy hummocks, where we bad picked up the Hal. 
kett'!\ boat, were still fast, water-washed, and free from 
floc 1 Had we fortunately held on there, we should pos­
sibly be now at :&oohey Island. However, to the de.­
crees of fate we must submit cheerfully. Moving along 
the land-ridges I visited the deep ravine, where proba­
bly, at some remote perioa, A river rolled impetuous into 
the :feD. It had cut its channels deeply .. and in /lOme 
instances was bounded by abutting cliffs' on either side. 
narrowing it to forty yards, and again expanding into 
five hundred; heavy rounded stones and radiated chan­
nels affording thc'impression of a vast flow of water. jt 
W88 active evell at this late season, and where we ~_ 
queJriily broke ill, the stream was running beneath with 
,rivufet power; on the west also there W88 evidently a 
w&rfall of some twelve feet. But there were vuy h~ 
tell.8ive inland ~ to wanant this constant eeoape of 
w.,.. and their corrugated msrgin. clearly indicated, 
although sheathed with .ix-inch ice, that their level ,... 
lIaily decieasing. In one of th ...... tlempts were tDajIe 



to ta'te nsh by a small net of twenty feet span~ aD., .the 
bottom was scraped by the dredge, but without suooeaa: 
uufqrtuDately. the seine ordered to be embl.lk.&l in the 
• Pioneer' was left behind, and thus all hopes dr ~n, 

• or large fish, fr .. trated. On my return I observed two 
of the officers bearing between them a hare they had 
killed. and immediately where we then stood the tracks 
of severnl, or of~he same animal, were noticed. One evi~ 
dently had been pursued by a wolf. and a. very smart 

• 
chase it must have proved; but which might have 
proved victorious I was too far fatigued to follow up; 
the traces proved that the fore.paws of the wolf at each 
bound were never two inches behind those of the hare. 
and the measured leaps of several averaged six feet: 
evidently in earnest! 

A party which I sent to erect marks on the neighbour­
ing hills easterly also succeeded in killing 8 hare; 80 

that we have some hopes of not being quite so badly off 
for game ns 8t. our last (but very secure) winter-t}uarters, 
1'his set oIl the 'sportstuen agog, and eager for sport; and 
of tbis feeling I did "not fail to take udv.ntage, de'patc!h. 
ing one· party, as far 8S theY'e1eased to go, nortb(>rly, iu 
~ of gaining sdme further infomuttion 88 to traces 
oflhe late boat party in th.t direction. 

The isso'e of one of these excursions, by our ~g 
huntsman, the Boatswain, was the discovery of a

O 1Pes-" 
aMut • mile and a half inland, which, from the >epott, 
~bin8 IDe about midnight, was " .. evidently the top­
~tmaat of •• hip;" Ihe carpenter'. mate, who " .. 
ODe of tile party, being of opinion" that it was a worked 
~,of aI>ou~eight .... diomcter." Such a rePort fro,,! 
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IJUCfPautborities eUUiled me not a little. one point 'qlOW~ . ' 
ever was not so clear to my imagination, was too far 
inland, a1'ul'tttoreover in a hollow. SIl howeve~, for 
the;l'6mdtder of the night, was destroyed. 

On th~ 18th, after breakfast, I proceeded, taking with 
me the Boatswain and my boat's crew, with pwks, crows, 
:So., to search for and bring in the discovery. It was uot 
without coDsidernble difficulty that it waS re·dIscovered, 
but I at once perccived that it was DO spar, and Hot 

"'placed there by hwnsll agency: it was thc trunk Slid 
root of a tree, which had apparently grown there ami 
flourished, but at what date who wul venture to say? 
It is indeed one of the queshons involved in the cbaugc 
of this climate As the men proceeded with the re­
moval of the frozen clay sUl'ronnding the roots, \\ hich 
were completely cemented, as it were, into the frozen 
mass, breakmg off short hke earthenware, they gradu­
ally developed the roots, DS well us what appc3rctl to be 
portions of leaves and otber parts of the tree, which had 
become imbedded where they fell, lind liow were barely 
distinguishable--at least not so mdch as some iruprcs. 
sious on coal-to the caspnl observer At the" period 
that whales we~ thrown up Ilnd 'deposited on t~~ 
mountains, the land generally convulsed, and also wren 
a W1I;mcr climate prevailed here, this tree possibly put 

I~L )18 leaves and afforded shade from the SUD: most 
fefvently did I just DOW wish for Its retuMl. The stdtnp 
was extracted, an2' with some of the surrounding .s~;l, 
pr&erved for future examination. Two neighbouring 
mounds were also dug into, but they proved to be peat; 

-douhtf ... other .tump. and veg<iab1e matter, the only 


