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THE 

BRITISH DOMINIONS 

NORTIi AMERICA 

TOPOGUAI"IffeALLY nESCHlBltD. 

CHAPTER I . 

!-:iketcll of the History of the Province,-(;l,'fleral Face of the t:Qftntr.Ir.-Lake8 and 
Hivcrs. 

NOVA Se01'1A was the name fonnerJy given to all that immense 
• t18Ct of country bounded on the north by Lower Canada. on the east 

by the -llay of Chaleurs and the Gulf of St. ]~awrence. including the' 

Island of St . .Tohn, Cape Breton, and all the other i:.;lands on the coast; 
and on the west by the then New England provinces, and contained 
what bas since been divided into the separate provinces or colonies 
'01 ~ew Brunswick. ]'rim'e Edward's Island, Cape nreto;,_and NCJIfII 
Scotia. 

:the province of Nova Scotia is an extensive peninsula, connected 
with th8 continent of North America by a narrow isthmus of' only 
eight miles in widt~, between nay Verte, in the Straits of Northumber
Lvtd, and Cumberland Basin, at the ea.<;tern extremity of the Bay of 
Fiin~y. It is situate bt-twecn 430 2!)' and 46° north latitude. and 61". 
and 66° 80' longitude west, from Greenwich. It is bonnded on the north 
by the Bay of Fundy, and by the boundary line extending from Cum
berland Basin in Chignecto Bay. to the Bay Verte, which Bepatates it 
from the ~upty of Westmnl'p.land in New Brunswick; on the east by 
the Gut of Canteau and the Gulf of St. I.awrence; and on the 80uth and 
west by the Atlantic ocean. Its extreme length, from Cape Canseau 
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em the ea~ ' t? Cape St.'Mary'8 on the west, is about 388 English miles; 
and its brcadtl. v8rie~ from about 50 miles, at which it may be estinsated 
from Chester to Black Rock Pier, to 104, whi~h iq its width frmn Bristol 
Bay to the head of Bay Verte. It contains about 16,000 square miles, 
or upwards of nine mHlions of acre~. 

Nova Scotia is supposed to have been discovered in 1497 by Cabot,. . . 
then in the service of our Henry. t~le Seventh. '[he French. under the 
Marquis dc'In R;oche, were the first whb attempted to form .. ,m:;' settle
ment. He arrived with a IlUIT,ber of l'~.!lvicts in 1598, and landpd them 
011 Sable Island, where the grea~r number perished, and the re.mninder 
were taken of" the island and carried back to France. No ' inrther wttle
ment w~s attempted until 1604. when Messrs. Dc Monts, Champlain. 
and P~trincourt, · and a. number of volunteer adventurers, founded }>ort 
Itoyal. now Annapolis. De Monts acted as governor-general under 
a commisslo.I ' flJln the .King or France, and he named the country 
(whid, inc1uded ,.'Nova ·Scoti1\,. New Brunswick, and part of Ute state 
of Maine) .Acadia. This Httle colony was destroyed in 1614 by the 
New Englanders. under Sir Sa~uel Argal, who transported the inhabit
ants to Canada. and cancelled and destroyed the patents grantee by the 
'French king. These transactions in Nova Scotia arc memorable as the 
first inBtance of hostilities between Great Britain and }I""rance on the 
contine~t of North America, and which scarcely ever entirely ceased 
until, at tile cost of infinite blood and treasure. France was stripped 'of· 
all het possessions in North America by the peace of 1769. 

King James the First, in 1621, granted Sir William AlexandJ1£,.Of 
Mcnstry, a patent ·to plant colonies in this country, named in the patent 
"NO'fJ(J Srotia." Sir William despatched 8 party of settlers to take 
possession of the colony, who, on arriving. found that the country hBfl' 
.lJeen occupied by the survivors of the early French emigrants, and several .. 
oth ..... who had settled since the destruction of Port lI<>ye.l by Argal, 
whereupon they returned to England without effecting any settlement. 
Chorl .. the Fint confirmed hi. father'. grant to Sir William by patent 

I July l!lth,lii5, and reappointed him ,goyernor.genera1 ~. Sir Wi!. 

00 tbis occaIion CharI. the Fim f'oouded the OI'derot lmigltU bll1'Ondl t8 N(IfHJ "cotio~ 
the 12rimarv obiect of which 'lftl. that et.eh billb, ahould cmrtn"bute to the ~ of -tlua . 
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liam: subsequently, sent out an armament, under Sir David KW:k,or KirtG)r:, . . 
Whd'lO 1628 retook Port Roya}!; but the FreDch settleme\ll of Cal'e SablE 

still heI<l out. nor dW- t\le English obtain com}l1ete possession of the 
country. Sir William Alexander, thus in a great measure disappointed 
in the result of this expedition. and having involved llimse1f in con. 
4;iderable expenses in pushing forward his projects of colonization,· chn
veyed~ln ] 629. a large section of hi~ territories of Nova ~Cotia to ~laud~ 
de Ia 'four·, under the title 01 Sir Claude SI. Etienne, ,knigllt, Seignewr 
tIe la Tour and Vuars("ft. cre~g Ilimut the .same ~me a baronet of 
Nova iC'.otia. Subsequently, by anotJ"ter patent in 1630+. Sir " rilliam, 
in eonfirm'iljk the dignity of fmronet to-Sieur St. Etiennp~ the son of De . . ~ 
la Tour, erected two barqnics, one to be called the &ro'1',. of St. Etienne, 
the other tne Barony of De la 'four. to be held as dependencies of the 
crown of Scotland; and under this patent it appears that Some attempts 
were made to form a Scotch scttle&ent at AJlnapo1~ .bllt Charles tht> -. .. 
Ii'irst. by the treaty of St. Gcrmains, io.,1632, surreRdere~ all kis jigbt 
to Lewis the Thirteenth of France; whereupon the }~rench·immcdiatcly 
took possession of Nova Scotia. Capc·Dreton, and Canada, which hud 

been }fTeviously t..'onquercd by Sir David Kirk. 

At the close of the civil war in 1654, Cromwell sent a foret· und,r 
Major Sedgwick, who reduced the whole country. and compelled the 
French to surrender at discretion; and it was confirmed to England by 
• the trcaty of 1655. The English did not immediately f~trq allY,S'itde-
ment, and ret:uned only I'ort Royal in their posscssion, so tllItt th.l<'rcnch 
MWII'e by no means prevented from extending their settlements in the coun

try. lJe 18 Tour afterwards preferred 8 claim t~ a section of the country 
under the tra.nsfer.from Sir William Alexander; and having satisfactorily 
made it out, the Protector, by letters patent dated August 9th, 1656, 

oolony, in which be wu to receive a large portion of llmd. The numoor of baroncU was not to 
exceed 150: tIley were to have pre-eminenee before nll knighte Ll.IChelonl, and to be endowed 

with ampl~ prlvilegeq, Those patents were ratified in parlillment; 'but the knights n.:ver appli.w. 
thetnlclYH to the original purposes of their creation; notwith.tanding which the original title., 
'With all th, ordinary privilf'gel of baronetll, oontinued to the origil1lll knight. aad their detcend

anti, fany of whom IU'e noW' in being . 
... ClWmen'. Political Atmall, 4to. edit. p. 92. 

t MMl&Chuetti Recorda, + Ibid. 

»2 
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gtanted hi~ by the style of Sir ehRrleS La Tour, and to Sir Th?mas 
Templt and Vv,illiam Crowne, the princi}'tal part of Mhat now composes 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. In this gqJnt hy Cromwell,. no men
tion,;s made of the rights of Sir William Alexander himself, although 
his charter, w~ich was ratified in 1633 by the parliament of Scotland·, 
is. inade the groundwork of De la Tour's claim to that part of the country. 
claim'et\ by him under it. TempJ.e.purchased La :four's share, Cre_esta-,. . 
hlished the · di~crcnt settlementFl, and kept possession of' the country 
until it was agaill ceded to Fra~ce ' by tlw treaty of Ureda. 1661 . .• N o~'a 
Scotia wa.c; in fllct during all this,period inhabited by the Frenc,h; ltIlt} 

ulthough they"made but little p&:Jgress ill !.ettling the country. yet tbeil' 
population, pri~lLipany occupieu in carrying on the fur-trade with the 
Indians, was.scattered on the several rivers t:mptyillg themselves into 
tht: Uay of Fundy. 

The Fre~ch' ,\'.<Jurt paid but li"~tle attention to this colony, which, 
d~rillg t·he t\~,..cnty .. years su'ccec;ding the peace nf Ikeda, l'lljoyeu fl'POS<' , 

and received some addition by immigration. TlleFrcnchsettlers invariably 
entered into close alliance with die Indians, and instructed them in SOIll~ . 

,measure in the art of wnr; so that on the breaking (Jut of war in ] titHl, 
t~ey hecame very troublesome neighbours to the English colonies. A II 
expedition from .Massachusetts, under Sir ' ;Villiam l'hipps, in 1690, took 
Port Royal and some other places. The terms of capitulation werp, that 
tlte j!ll.lIlbitopt.>. should lx· protected iu the possession of their property and 
the free .exei-cisc of their religion. l'hipps, after dismantling l)ort Huyal, 
and burning one or two other places, quitted the colony, without lca\'~ .. 
any garrison behind"him. The }~rcllch of course resumed the govern~ 
ment of the colony.I'~rom this .period until ]710, several predatory 
expeditions were fitted out from the New England c~lonies against the , 
f~ench settlements of Acadia, some of which were disgraced by horrible 
atrocities. At length, in the year 1710, u considerable armament was fitted 
out by the New Englanders, and the command given to General Nichol_ 
son, who pr~ed to Port Royal, which surrendered to him after a short 
siege. In compliance with the terms of the capitulation, the Frenph troop, 

Acta of parliAment of Sootland-I:aW'B .of Scotland. 
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and ~overnor were removed from the colony; ana thereuporJIfort Royal, 
the flame of which was changed to Annapolis in honour ,,{ Queelt Anne, 

o 
was gani.soned by the English troops, and Culnllcl Vetch appointed 
governor. The French inhabitants were not by nny means wen disIMJsed 
towards the ElIglish. whom they continuully llUr:tsscd, ~o that it. was 
impossible for them to find nny safety outside their fortified places. 

No"a Scotia was.undcr that naufa.ccded to England 1>y the trc:ty ot 
Utrecht, 171:l; from Wllich pL+iod to 1745, from the disaffection lind 
hostilitf of the neutral Frcn\JI. , all~ tl'le cons~qucllt ~ indifference and 
occasiovul severity of the English, ijttle or no improY£'lllcnt in the 
cOlldinoll ot- the colony too~ plact'. 'rile (~eSSiOll o..f Jiovu Scotia to 
En~Julid was again eoutirplCtl hy the treaty of A ix-la.C11!tpdle ill 1148; 

• 
alld the pcat.'e lluvillg left a great number of lnilitary out" of emploYIllt.'ut. 

the idea was formed of settling the disbunded troops in this part of 
America. Lalld was also offered tt civi l sett lers ii~ordin,r to their _. · " 0 
meau!;, with the advantage of being e<yn.-eyed witlf. thcir. f'amiliCi ttl 

the colony, maintaincd there OIlC year after their arrival, supplied with 
o 

lilrIIIS und ammunition for their defence, and with matcrials and utcnsils 
vroper .for clearing theif land. erecting 110USCS, and prosecuting th~ 
fishery, all at the expense of the Uritish govcmmcnt. Nearly 400ft 
adventurers arrived ill the colony in June. ]749, under the COlHIllUlUi 

of Governor Cornwallis. They landed at Chdmdo Harbour. and laid 

tte foundation of a town. which was called Halifax. in 4~n"ur of "If! 
o 

.l\lunluis of Halifax. then secretary of stute, who hud the grcatcft share 
j,a".ille founding of the colony. Here.. all .July 14th, 174f), Governor 
Cornwallis fOlluded the tirst regular British gov.ermnent cstablisllCd ill 
Nova Scotia-. Hlilifax continued rapidly to improve and increase ill 

"opu)ation, notwithstanding the open (~Jllnity of the Indians, ancl the 
!;(.'Cret hostility of tht' French inhabitants. 

In consequence of an ambiguity in the wording of the treaties of 
Cession, the }~rcnch government pretended that Nova Smtiu formed only 

It part of' what was called Acadia j the English. ou the contrary, cOil· 

tended thot both namp.,! included the whole of the same muntry. This 
led to.continual disputes and confiictll between the governors and subjects 

* The membere of the lint ooundl appointed hy J.ord C{lrflwallil were Paul l\IMClrellt, 

Edwnrd Howe, John Ooreh~, Benjnmin Green, Jo1m Sali8bury, nud Hugh Davidson. 
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,of the respP.Cl!ve powerS, even in time of peace. The perpetual r~cuJ"o
renee ~f these- corifli,r.ts at length induced the British govemmertt to 
adopt a very decisive measure for the extinction of dispute-:; in this 
quafter: the provincial authorities caused the Acadian settlers to come 
togqther in their respective settlements, under the pretence of making 
sbme, commu~jcations relative to their welfare, and then, without pre.-· 
<vious notice, fo::-ced them on boare!!. "several ves!iels .;>rovided for the pur

pose, and dills transported and dispersed. .them through New England, 
New York, and Virgin;a. Tht> priJ1ciF ~ l motive for this meas~re was 
the .well-founded apprehension thrt the Acadians would assist the-French 
in the event or.'an invasion, by them, of the"eolony-nn evenfwhic1i', how-

, <. 
ever. did not occur. Many of these cxpcllp.d and deported settlers, 
however, affer the peace of 1763, returned to tllis province, and settled 
in and about the townships of Clare, Yarmouth, and Argyle, where 
their descendb.tttg...iiow corp.!)ose th~ principal part of the population . 
• '-TTle prin ~ipatevcnts bctw~n the settlement of Halifax in 1749 and 

the peace of 1763 were, the esta,blishment of the l .. ullenburg settlement 
by a colony of Germans in 175'S; the siege of Louisburg, and capture 

• bf Cape Breton and the Island of St. Jolm, now Prince Edward's 'Is]1Uld, 
in 1758; the calling of the first provincial house of assembly by Governor 
l .. awrence in the same year; the settlement of several New England 
emib'l'Rllts on the former lands of the unfortunate Acadians; the conquest 
6f-Canada<i,n 1.759; tIle alteration in the mode of electing the members 
of the 'house of assembly effected in 1761-(in which year also a formal 
treaty was entered into with the Indians, whereby they sl1bmit~· 

aud were taken untier .the protection of the king): in 1768, the cession 
of this province. in common with aU the possessionJi of the French in 
North America, was again con"finned by France to England; in this yelU' 
&1so the town"sllip of Londonderry was settled by Irish emigrants, and that 
of Horton by New Englanders -. The population of the province. 
whicll then included New Brunswick. Cape Breton, and Prince Edward's 
Island, was 13,000 sou1s; the value of its imports was .Sl21. 9I.10d. and 
of its export816.S0S1. 31. <W. 

The face of the countty i. agreeably diversified with hill anlt dale. 

Thia rapid detail. together with the chrOruIIogiea1 tketch. ~n the Appendix, compri_ .. 
much ol'tM hllWry' or tIle ·proWwe .. Deed. to be Kere ~y ctated. 
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but is nowhere mountainous, the highest hills. not excee'1ing 600 feet. 
The-highlands genwally run" oorth and south, brancLing tiff-in aU dir~ 
tions, tepninating in lomr- instances in bold diffs·on the coast, the most 
remarkable of which is Aspotagoen, between Mahone and Mar«Fet's 
Bay. and is about 500 feet high. Ardoise Hill, between Halifax and 

.Windsor, is the highest land in the province. The Horton mourttai.ns 
run nebly north an'll south; and tlw.north mountains, ~hich are '\O'ashed 
by the Minas basin, terminate in Cape lliomidon, whose head may t>e 
often Icell above the clouds ·~ wMch.it is sometimls· encircled. The 
highlUJ1ds wlJirh lie in the interior of the counties of Annapolis, Shel~ 

• hUln 'and Queen's, urc culied -the I~lue Mountains, and are said to retain 
traces of v~lcanic eruption. 

'J'his J1rovince cont;ills numerous lakes, whidl'are 8cI\ttered over it 
in every direction. many of them of considerable extent. and forming in 
several places almost a continued <-.fluin of water cegtrv~nication from 
sea to sea. The largest is l.ake Rosignol, Situate p/tll'tly i~ eae}! of the 
three counties of Queen, Shelburn, and lnnapoUs. It-is b~t'little k~ownJ 
and said to be thirty miles in length. '-t is the source of the Liverpool 
river ......... the Mersey: and in the S<'1mc section of country there are seve.g4 • 
other lakes approaching within a short distance of the Mersey, aNd co~-' 
municating with the head of Allan's River, running into Annapolis nay. 
'1'he Indians pursue this route in passing between Annapolis and Liver
pool; and it is supposed that there are but two short portagtJ6 in the whQle ., .. 
distance. Lake George. another considerable lake. aud seveflty,», eighty 
.mall ones, arc situate in the township of Yarmouth. A chain of lakes 
extenQs from the head of the river Shubenacadie ~early to the harbour 
of Halifax, and by the completion of the Shubenacadie canal affords an 

• • 
extensive inland navigation quite across this part of the province. There 
are similar chains of lakes bet~n Windsor and" St. Margaret's Bay, •• 
between the head of the river Avon and Chester, and between the 
river Gaspereaux, in King's c~>unty. and Gold River, in the county of 
Lunenburg. 

Th'i rivers that intersect. beautify, and enrich the country are fur 
too Jlumeroul even to be named. Perh&ps there is no country in the 
world better watered, nor any of equal extent containing 80 many rivers 
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'capable of, flavigation. ' The principal aT.e, the Annapolis, ru~ing 
'paraliel ' with 'the Bay of Fundy from tle ioWit8h~ of Cornwallis; in 
King's county, and di~charging itself into Anl1ap~is Bay, navi8able for 
small craft and boats the greater part of its course; the Shubenacadie. 
running from ,the Grand Lake, in the county of Halifax, dividing that 
county from Hants county, and falling into Cobequid }lay, receiving. 
the tides, and ,~.avigahle for upwart!s of thirty mil~,s; the A VOlT, which 
receives the ' waters of the rivers St. (Nix, Kcrmescook, and several 
others, discharg;s". it.self ~into tho; liay oJ, i'1iDas, and is navigab~ for '8 
considerable distante; the La Have, Imving its source in a cllAin of , 
lakes that also feeds the Gaspercaux river. ill tlH-' county 01 Hants. tra. . .. 
verses the whoh: .:ountyof Lunenburg. and, after a course of about sixty 
miles. discllargcs itself iuto the harbour of La H~ve j the :M ersey. winding 
from Lake Uosignol through the (~u('en's county. alld discharging in 
Liverpool Ht!1'b(~pl': the Medway; commenting in a cllsin of extensive . .' lake~ io the llRrthofn part of tIle Queen's {~Olmty. and discharging itself 
into the nobre harbOur ofl)ort l'leclway j the Shelburne, di scharged from 
a chain of lakes in the northel'Jl 'purt of that county (contiguous to the 

' ~f!urces of the river Hubert in tIle county of Annapolis), and extending to 
, ~ithin fifteen miles of the town of Shelburne. where it forms the noble har. 
bour of that name; the Clyde which rises upwards of forty miles in the in
terior in an extensivechBin of lakes. and is deemed oneofthe Iliost beautiful 
ri ,{Te,s in Novu Scotia; the Tusket. with its numerous branclles, many of" 
which c."(parld into lakes, the principal rising in the Blue Mountains, is 
navigable for shipping about ten miles, and for boats above thirty ; and ~ 
St. :Mary, the principal branch of which rises in College Lake. within a 
very short distance of th~' Antigonish river, and. crossing nearly. the whole 
county of Sydney, from · north to south, forms the harbour of St. ~Mary, 
:w~ere it becomes navigable for the largest vessels for about ten miles. 
Besides these rivers, there are several others of nearly equal magnitude 
and importance in all parts of the proviQce, particularly those that run 
into Pictou Harbour, Cumberland Basin, and the north.ea.stem coast of 
the county of Cumberland. These 8everal lakes atHl .. rivers ,.beautify 
the lcenery. enrich the ooi~ and afford singular facilities for intr;rnal 
communication. 
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Anteriorly to ] 748 80 little had been done towards tile local Un, • • • 
provtment of the c.lony. tha~ the whole provinct' exh~bited at that 

• late date ~ut a dense tpre~t, and although the lll'uportion of Jand still 
unreclaimed from its wilds is indeed very considerable, yet there are ,dis

tricts in which the art. I; of agricu~ture, guided by industry •• havl' E' fleeted .. 
e¥.tensive ameliorations in tile condition of the country. Some tracts oi 

• 
the provInce consist Qf extensive banens, interspersed ~re and there 
among the forests. whiC'h for('~("!. are- Fcnt'rally ('omp(}s~d. of large nnd 
lofty ti~ber. 



CHAPTER II. 

Divisi{ln of the Province intQ Counties, Diltricts.,and Township" 

NOVA SCOTIA is divided .into telJd.;ounties, including Capf. Breton, . , 
and the counties are subdivided)nto districts and townshiDS. asJollows: 

I:fr.U,IFAX •. 
• 

LV~':NBUnG 

QUBE~'8't;0t1N'fY 

AM~"'POLI8 

. KINO" CoUH'I'Y 

L 

Ditirirtr. 

Halifu~ 

C<llcH<!ster 

Pictou 

.. 

{

HoIifuX. 
Dartmouth. 
Pre~ton. 

Lllwrence Town. 

,~:~:~,. 
1 Londonuerry. 

~ 
Pi""",. 

Egerton. 

l\1a~welton. 

~
Ch""'. 
Lunenburg. 
Dublin, 
Liverpool. 

{

Sh'lb",n •. 
Yarmouth. 
Barrington. 
AJogyle. 
Pubnico. • Digby. 
Clementi. 
Cw.. 
Annapolie:. 
Gr:mril1e. 
Wilmot. 

{

AY_' 
. C."" .. Iu.. 
" Hcwtai • - .. 



Caw,.t;u. 

CAPIi: BRETON 

COUNTY OF HALIFAX. 

f Low~ 
1 Upper 

~
'N(Jrth Wcst<.'rn. 

North E\I.I\tern. 

Southern. 

x.",!."., 

{ 

woll"". 
AII}i~rlt. 

Pamhorough. 
Falmouth 
Windaor. 
Rawdon. 

Kempt. 
D(lUglu. 
Newport. 

{

St. Mar,.';. 
<Duysborough. 
l\1uncbcster. 
Wilmot. 
Dordte:t.,.or Antigonish. 

The townships are not all equal in extent. The inhabitants meet 
for the purpose of voting lJ'loney for t'~e support of their poor, like 8n 

English parish, Rnd the principnl townships send representatives to tlwi . 
House of Assembly. 

The county of Halifax is the largest in the province, and stretches 
«i,uite aCTO!\S it, from the Atlantic Oc(>nn to Cumberland Straits. . On the 
east of it lies the county of Sydney, on the west the cou!1lies of H,nw. 
and Lunenburg, and on the north the county of Cumberland-; tll. whole 
IIMre on the south is washed by the Atlantic Ocean, and a part of the 
north by Northumberland Straits. It is divided ~nto three districts, 
and contains ten ~wn~hjps. The districts are Halifax District, contain
ing the townshjps of Halifax, Dartmouth, Preston. and Lawrence Town; 
the district of Colchester, containing the townships of Truro. Oostor,. 
and l.ondonderry, besides several settlements not yet incorporated into 
townships. as Economy, Shubenacadie, Stewiack, Tatmagouche. &c.; 
~ the district of Pictou, containing the townships of Pictou. Egerton. 
and i'Mauv:elton. The division of this county into districts seems -to 

have"..tty closely followed the natural divi.ion of the IOU aDd.f..,. of 
,be Country: All the southern part of the county, which Ii .. upon the 
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Atlantic, is..-high, broken, rocky land, interspersed here and there with 
8~me- p,ood strips, but in general barren .and unfit Y.>r cultivation. ':. The 
same remark applies also to all that extensive trac;t of country ,llurround. 
iug (the Great Lake, and extending several miles both east and west. 
But the country extending from tbe Great Lake northward to the head 
O;t' the Minas 'Basin, and Oll both its shoTes, is altogether of a different 
quality. The land is Jow alld fertiJe, adapted to agricultural purposes, , ' 
fiUed with limestone and gypsum, and affording indications of extensive 
beds of coal and bther minerals,. '~'his .. character applies to tlle o:~untry 
extending along aud for severa] miles to the cast and west of tJte Shu. 

e 
hcnacadic River. Again, that raft of tho: county bordcrir.g on NQrth-
ulllberland St~:li~s. and the whole district o~ Pictou, is ~very where 
divcrsifiL'd with hifl and dale. intersected by streams and brooks, which 

form several rivcrs. Thl' soil is generally rich and capablt.! of lligh cul
tivation, and .. tl~l' · distric·.t is in f~ct one of thc bcst cultivated in tIlt.! 
l)To~il}(;c. ;\"~out half way'bctwccn Halifax and the .Minas ]Jasin occurs 
an t'x temivc ellai'll of lakes, tfw principal of which is called till' Great 
Lake. The Shubenacadie, thc(largest river in the provil1(',(" takes its 

tlse in those lakes. The point where it Hows from the Great Lake is 
~1 miles from Halifax; and thence to Cobequid, or Cmnk-rland nay, at 
the head of tIle Minas ]Jasin, where it discharges itself, is abont 55 miles. 
It is a mile in width at its mouth, receives the tide for about ten miles, 
an~.is seeurel3.' navigable for about thirty more. Its bank!s are generally 

prccipit·)us, ' fringed und overhung with beautiful trees. In its course it 
)'t.'('cives several tributary rivers of no inconsiderable magnitude. the pr.m. 
cipal of which. in th.is county, are the Stewiack, St. Andrew'S, an<\ Gray's 
rivers. The nuvigatiOil of this noble river has been (.'Ompleted, and, by 
means of the Shubenacadie Canal, continued quite t~ Halifax, whereby. 
sea-going ships, drawing eight feet water, can be navigated from the , , 
Minas Basin .(head of the Bay of Fundy) quite across the province to 
Halifax Harbour on the Atlantic Ocean. 

The harbour of Halifax is one of the finest in America. A thousand 
vessels may ride in it in safety. It is H.cceSlible at .all seasons o~, the year, . 
and .easy of approach . . It is situate in latitude.'-'G 89' 26" north an<! lon
gitude 6,,, sr ~8" west from Greenwich. It lies ,nearly north and 8Outb •. 
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~bouJ: sixteen miles in length, and terminates in a beautiful.s!\Get of water 
calletl Bedford Basil? within wllich are ten squarp.IViles at-safe anctorage. 

The ent.nce is marked by Sambro Head, on which a lighthouse was 
erected soon after the settlement was established. Tbree miles from 
Halifax, near the mouth of the harbour. lies M'Nabb's Jsland, on til e • • 
western side of which stands Sherbrooke Tower, a circular stone batter,. 
011 the top of which tis 11 lantern. T}"is island forms two entrances to. 
the hurbonr-the eastern pass,:ge, which is only used by sinall vessels, 

• • 
an-d the.westenl, which is uscd". yaU sh;ps bouJ,Ju to aild from Halifax. 
Immediately opposite the town is (' .. orge Island, which is regu]urly 
fortifl<'d. ancrfoTms the chief' ~cfellce of"the placc. -

The town of l1alifax, is, in point of extent llIld P9pulation, the thirtl 
town in Brhish North Ameriea. It was fotmdt·d, upon the first per
manent settlement of' the English in this province, by Governor Corn
wallis in 1749. It is situated on the western.~ide of tHt!ha1'gour, on tlw 
declivity of a hill 240 fl-'Ct above the lcvttl of the sea.-. T1tCIC are ctgH't 

streets running through the town, interjected by fifteen others, laid Ollt 

with regularity, some of them paved, and the ()thers macadamized. The 

town and suburbs are upwards of two miles in length, and about half 
a mile ill width. It has heen very much improved within the last tv" 
years, There are meat, vegetable, and fish markets, all extremely well 
supplied. The fish, in point of quality, variety, and cheapness, may ·.:ie 
,:'ith any in the world. There are two episcopal churches. -two prestty! 

• terian, two baptist, one Roman catholic, one methodist, and one~anda-
u.an, chapels. The catholic chapel is all elegant sptlcious structur<', 
built of. fret."Stone. Amongst the public huildings is the Govemment
house. built of freestone, situate at the south end of the town, and o(.'Cupied • 
by the lieutenant-governor of the province for the time being. The pro-
vince building is the best-built and handsomest edifice in North Amerieta 
It is built of freestone, and is 140 feet in length, seventy in width, and 
forty-'two in height. It contains all the provincial offices-secretary's, 
surveyor4general's, treasurer's, prothonotary's, collector's of customs, &c. ~ 

also the copncil.chamber. House of Assembly room. and superior courts. 
It is situate in the centre of the town, within a square, which is enclosed 
by an iron .railing. The Court-House is a plain brick building, in which 



NOVA SCOTIA. 

th.e" t.)urts, Of'· common pleas and session!! of the peace aTC held, 8{ld in . " 
which there is' an e~hange-room for tne mercharll:s. There is aiso a 
Bridewell or House of CorrectioD, and a poor-how;e. Dalhousie Conege, 
estatlished in 1S20, is a spacious and handsome structure, situate at the 

en,d,,of the old- military parade. 
Halifax has been always the principal naval station of British Nortl, 

<'ll\merica; and ,here is a king's doclC-yard, which is'-cnc1osed tm;ards the 
town by a high .. ~~onc wan, Ilnd cOl}tains ~ithin it all the requisite wo~k
shops. warehouses, und stores; besideS" "ommodious rcsidcnccsrfor the 
officers and servants belonging t'l the yard; it is on a more extensive 
footing than ; r: 1Y in America. fn the rca~ of the dock-yan1, on a tlCight 

, . ,11 

that overlooks th~ works and harbour, is thu admiral's house, It plnin 
• 

stone building, occupied by the senior naval officer on the station. There 
urc also a residence for the military commandant, two barracks, and a 

military ho"pital: • 
Halifax ' contJ~illed, in 17~(), 700 houses and 4000 inhabitants; in 

1828, 15HO houses and 14,439 iJthabitants. It is the seat of govenllllcnt, 
the pril1c:ipal emporium of the trade of the province, and returns two 
lllembcrs to the House of Assemhly. llesides Dalhousie ColJegt-, there 
'nrc a grammar.school. with an endowment of 200l. from the province, 
three large schools on the national and Lancasterian plan, and several 
common schools. There are no fewer than six weekly newspapers pub
iis~ied, and.it .has several charitable institutions. The manufactures car- . 
ricd on in Halifax are still in an imperfect state : the~ consist of a sugar
refinery; distilleries of rum, gin, and whiskey; breweries of }>orter'tW::~ 

ale; and factories 0: sQap, candles, leather, flour, and cordage. and a few 

other minor articles. Halifax was declared a free \!arehousing.port in 
1826. and its trade is very considerable. In 1828, the exports, exclusive 
(.( the coasting-trade, amounted to fl46,8821. in 853 vessels. containing ' 
61,511 tons, and navigated by S!23 men j a.nd the imports 789,S921. 

in 544 vessels, containing 62,829 tons, and navigated by S!40 men. 
Nearly the whole of the import and better than one.half of the 'export 
trade of the province are carried on at Halifax. 'There were owned. at 
Halifax in 1"828 · &eVent,.~tbree 'aqu8reMtigged' ve8,els and seventy..sevtm 
schooners; of which seventy were employed in the West Iridli: trade, 
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four between Halifax and Great Britain, six in. the trade,;.ith fo~i,gn '. -' , 

EuroPe and Brazil, qpd the renaainder in tlle nshery. There is a· ~pect.. 

able priv\te banking-e~tab1ishment"8.t Halifax, and'the Falmouth packet 
regularly arrives with the mails once a month. The Nituation of HalU'ax 
is very beautiful. The noble harbour in front, Bedford Hasin beyond, 
and the north-west afm in the rear, with the extensive foresta in the b8{.'\,. 
• 

ground, tlnite in exciling the admiraiion of every behold~r. 
The township of Halifax ~xtends westward to th~ boundary line 

between this county and Lunenburg'coLVlty. The lantl is of the worst 
• •• 

description in the province, being both naked and barren ; but the COitst 
• • is almoot onclIllnjntcrrupt.ed S\ft:(~CssiOll 0' harbours. The t¥st is Sumbro; 

it lies about a league north.west of the lighthouse, is c:~~f access, deep, 
and perfectly sheltered. There wus a small settlement founded on it in 
1780, and it contains a small fishing population. Between Sambro 
and Margaret's nay are T'ennant, Upper and Lower J>tQ!pei:t. Molinellx. 

" . Dover, und IudilUl harbours, upon each of wInch are settle~ II few.fisllet& 
men. St. Margaret's nay is safe and capacious. It is four leagues ill 
length nnd two in width, but at its entrance only two miles wide. It 
contains within it many smaner harbours and coves, affording shelter f()ll 
ships of the greatest burden. The soil about the bay is fertile and "e~ 
cultivatcc.l. It was settled by the descenc.lants of some German amI. 
French families in 1783. Several streams fall into the bay, abounc.ling 
\lith salmon D,nd other fish. 

The township of Dartmouth lies on the eastern side of Italif. Har. 
bour. The land is of a far better description than that of Halifax town· .... ""'. 
ship. There are some very fine farms belonging t~ the descendants of 
the original German settlers. A chain of lakes· in this township, con· 
neeted with the s01irce of the Shubenacadie River, suggested the idea of 
the Shuhenacadie Canal, which now completes a water communiclltiop . 
between Halifax Harbour and the Dasin of Minas. The town of Dart
mouth lies opposite to Halifax, on the eastern side of the harbour, which 
is here about a mile wide; it considerably increased in size, population, 
and wealth dwing the late war, but has not since been so flourishing. 
A ~team-boat constantly plies between Uartmouth and Halifax for the 

• 
accommodation ,of passengers. 
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The to/.vnship of Lawrence Town is situate on the coast to the east 
of DaJtm~utb township. It was laid out in 1754" and contains 20.000 
acres. It is well wat~red ; but the soil, with the e~ccption of sqrne marsh 
an<L..interval land. is inferior. being mostly rocky and barren. The har~ 
bours are Cole Harbour. Lawrence, and Three Fathom Harbour, which 
I)r"e 'suitable o~]y for small vessels. 

'The town,~hip of l'reston is si.:unted on the e<}st of the to'W nship of 
Dartmouth, an.~ on the north and in tile rear of Lawrence Town. It 
was Jaid out and; grant~ in 17&4 to 88~.J.roprietors-Ioyal1sts. dj;;bunued 
soldiers. and free negroes. 1'he nt;~ settlers were industrious ancl,thrifty, 
but some age~ts of the Africar: Compan'j induced them -to rcnr.ove to 
Sierra Leone ... 7he land in this township is "inferior and stony. hut its 
proximity to Halifax gives it a valne it would not otherwise pOfisess. 

The tract of country coastwise from Lawrence Town township to 
the boundary 1i',,~ of Sydney COUllty is in general of inferior soil, and 
thetefgre but thinly setil~d. There are, however, several small but 
thriving settlerne~ts on the h'urbours and rivers, whicll arc l'ery num€'-• • 
rous, the inhabitants being mostly engaged ill the fishery. A short 
-iistance beyond Lawrence, the river Musqucdoboit discharges itself into 
.the sea. This is a fine river~ rising near the Stewiack country, l'roducing 
very good timber, and having some thriving settlements on its banks. 
Jeddore forms a long shallow bay, intricate and unsafe. Ship or Knowles 
H!""bour is beep, bold, and distinguished by a white cliff resembling at 
a dist&l00 a ship under sail. The anchorage is good and safe in every 
part of it. Charles River, which runs into this harbour, proceeds fI2.,.m 
a chain of lakes at,.. small distance, of about twelve miles in extent, the 
lands on both sides of which are clothed with very superio;' timber. 
Beyond this lie several harbours, on which theJ'e are some small set· 

iJements. 
There are few finer agricultural tracts than the country to the 

eastward of the river Shubenacadie, which composes' the district of 
Colchester. It abounda with gypsum, lime, and coal, and is exceedingly 
well watered. About t .... enty miles up the river. Stewiack, vein. ·of coal 

• 
rile to the .urface, ·and . ireeatone, lime, 'and roofing slate are fO'lod in 
the oam. neighbourhood; wt .priags a1ao, . .£ considerable .trongth, 
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occur. There exist no obstacles to this river being made nawigable for 
• • • boats 'Of ten tons' buraen to the anal. On the northern branch of(;ay's 

• River, wlliPh falls into t}le Shubenacadie, a valuable vein of coal hus been 
exposed to view by the action of the water, and iron ore, limestone, and 
slate are found in the same neighbourhood. l'ine, sp~ce, and other 
v~uablc timber abound in this quarter, and the land is of ~ery superior. 
quality. 

The first township in this 'fine country is Truro. ,This township 
was ori~nally settled by the F,end: -w.ho were forci1>ly expelled in 

• 
1755. \t was subsl'quentJy granterl, in 1765, to some Irish emigrants • • several -of woom came to this ~rovjnce. -under a Colonel 1'1'Nutt. who 
found the remains of the French im]lTOVements, a quantitfl1f diked marsh 
land, orcharus, &c. in a state of tolerahle preservation. The township 
contains !SO,OOO ncres, and abounds with gypsum and limestone. The 
upland soil is good, w('ll cultivated, aot!l fruitful; and tllite ii a consider. 
able quantity of marsh nnd interval land of cxt~eme fel'tilitx. -Thc.to)Vn. 
of Truro is situated on the south side oftobequid Day, near its head, 
and contains about 100 houses. There are ~n episcopal and a 'presbyterian 
church, a court.)lOuse, a jail, clIstom.bouse. post.-office. nnd m8sonic~1Jall.. 
There are good roads to Halifax, l:)ictou. &c., and a handsome bridget 
over the Salmon River. Truro township returns one member to the 
House of Assembly. 

The township of Onslow adjoins that of Truro, and is -situated p'n
-the north side of Cobequid nay, by which it is bounded on ·the eouth, 
8P,!1, on the west by the township of Londonderry. The soH, like that 
of TruTo

J 
is in general good. The Salmon, North, 8:Q,d Chiganois rivers 

run through it; the land on the banks of each of ~hich, particularly on 
the North R~ver, is ~f very superior quality. Some interval land on this 
J1ver has been known to produce fourteen crops of wheat in succession. 
without manure. Salt springs have been discovered. and coal abounds, 
a aeam of which has been worked for some years. ~he original French 
inhabitants had settlements in this township, and after their expulsion it 
wa& settled,by Irish emigrants under Colonel M'Nuttin 1761, who found 
the 1'el}l&ins' of the French roads, buildings, and. orchards, which they 
of eoune immediately occupied. The whole front of the .township is 

VOL. Il. 
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cleared up1~nd; there-is no town: there are several saw and grist mills. 
HaJifkx is the priO(~~pal market for the produce of "this and Truro"'town

ships. Onslow returns one member to the HOllBC of Assembly. 
r 'I'he town~hip of Londonderry is situate on the north side of Cobe. 

quid Bay, ~d to the west of Onslow. It was nl~o originally settled by 
the French, and afterwards by Colonel M'Nutt, 176:J. The land is in 
general very l~ood, wbethcr marsl-l, upland, or int.erval, of th~ latter of 
which there is.a considerable proportion. There are seven small villages 
in this townshiP. in which are six gris1::-mills, five saw-mills, twn carding 
!Uld two oat mills; and it ~cnds one member to the provincial par
Hament. T{lIro, Onslow, and Londontierry. with the 'Scvera~ settle
ments Econo~n'y~ Stewiack, Tatmagouc11e. Salmon RiveT, '&(,., comprise 
a tract of country which, for richness of soil. mineral proiIuctions, local 
convcnience, and beauty of scenery, is quite equal to tmy in this pr().. 
vince. Cobeqb:,d Bay, around ,(hich they nre all situate, is c.'1sily navi
ga,ble. on it.F nor~hern si;ore by vessels of any magnitude, and on its 

, . l 
southern by vessels of 150 tonls, abounds with fi sh, and has seveJ'al small 
harbours and inlets. The produce is carried to Halifax market, and 
exported to St. John's, New nrunswick; cargoes are also assorted for 
the West Indies, and lumber, in some quantities, exported to 'Europe: 
it is, in short, one of the best-circumstanced, most fruitful, ]lopulous, 
and best...cultivated districts in Nova Scotiu. There arc considerable 
q.v.antities Of land as yet ungranted in this district, e~timatcd at ahbut 
.50,009 acres, scattered up and down, about one-half of which may be fit 
for cultivation. 

That part of, th~ county of Halifax called the district ~f Pictou 
contains the three townships of Pictou, Egerton, and Maxwelton. It 
is a diversified county of hill and dale, well watered by numerous streams 

,lind rivers. The soil is very good, and it has been as well cultivated and 
is 88 productive 8.5 any in the provinoe. It abounds with coa~ iron ore~ 
copper, freestone, and lime. 'l'he great coal field of this district, is very 
extensive, and the ooal is of the. very.-best quality, and. is now being 
worked by the I ...... of· His: JakRoyai Highness the Duke of York, 
M ....... RUlldell.and 'Brldge; of London. It has several good h"fboWO; 
the principal of which are Pictou, Merigomish, Carriboo, and 'Tatm~ 
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gouche, in all of which the Shore anu I.,a.brador .fisheries u.r~ carried 011 

to a b";'eat extent. 'rl1e timber ef this district i,,. also of a 8ap~iot4kind, 
particularJ.y the birch, :which is considered the best in America. This 
district, though one of the last settled, is the most important part of .he 
province; in fertility of soil, abundance and value of its mineral pr~ 
dvctions, proximity to the fishery, and facilities for carrying it on; ft, 
lIas the :rd\'antage of.every other part of Nova Scotia .• The French 
made very few settlements hcr~ while the province w~ under their 
dominioQ. The first British settlers wer~ from l'hilaltelphia, in 1765, • • and so~e Seotell from the highlands i to these were added further 
emigrants from Scotland, an~ in 1784 e comidcrablc llUmber of dis.. .' . 
banded soldiers. 'fhe Jlo])ulation is principally of Scottftih descent, and 
(,£rtainly as ~nterprisjng, industrious, thriving, and w·calthy as that of 
any other portion of this country. 

The principal port is Pietotl Hlil'eour. It lilts a bj.t at its month, 
on which is twenty-two fect at low water: ill~id e the ~ar iJ: becoU1('~ a· 
capacious and beautiful hasin, with five, si\, nnd nine fathom-anellorage 
on (I muddy bottom. It is admirab1y,feU situated on the Straitc; of 
Northmnbcrland, opposite to l ' rince Edward Island, 011 the route from 
Halifax to Quebec; between which places there is not a safer or bett~ , 

harbour. 
The principal town of this district is Pictou; it is situated on the 

hIft-bour of that name, about three miles from the entrance.- Althou~h ' 

·not very regularly laid out, the houses arc generally better tha'" in any of 
the odlCr provincial towns; many of them are built of stone. It contains 
four }llaces of worsbip---an episcopal. a Roman caUlw,ic, and two pres
byterian ~hapcls. There are also the Pictou Academy, a h'Tammar-school, 
court.house, and pliblic library. The population in 18.28 was nearly 

,1500 souls. and it has since very rapidly increased; it cannot now be, 
less than between 2500 and 3000. Pictou has been declared a free 
warelwuli1fg port, and its trade is very considerable in lumber, cool, and 
the fishery. Coasters from all parts of the Gulf of St. La.wrence resort 

to Pictou, and its exports have amounted to 100,0001. in a single year. 
One h!lndred vessels have been loaded here witl) timber for Great 
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Britain. ,and its exports to the West Indies were not less extensive 
and hnportant. 

There are still in this district some considera~le portions o~ ,ungranted 
hwd in the interior, on the borders of Sydney county; the aggregate may 
·be about 70,000 acres, upon the whole tolerably good land i and although 
.JU)t immedi~tely adjacent to the sea, yet in no place above twelve .. or 
fifteen miles from it, and in all iDftances intersect~d by rivers which run 
into the sea a~ Pictou, .Merigomish, anJ Antigonish harbours. 

The popuiation of the county of Halifax in the year 1817 was . . 
30,196 souls. The population" live stock, quantity of land cultivated, 
and produC(>, in 1827. as appears by a cent us then taken, w~re as .follows. 

- -- • 

\ ti 
l.i. e Stock. ~ Agclcultural Produce. 

h ... .; 

~~ ,.OWJf'lflJ'. &,c.I> · .. t~ l l! " t 
~ , ~;I OJ -• '0 -lI o o • 0, ., g, ~~ 

7.\:l , - g.!' 
I h ,;j .; :.. , , = ~ < .- '~ ~-

~ ~ o .~ 

-- om) I 23,001 Halifu Town 14,439 3U!) ~ 3. 493 J,020 12R l;n.n 
H91ifax Township 5,1lIl6 A.'7 4 •. 5,4Ofi 2,164 D,(i78 4,223 23,201 1111 ,31H 7.:11H 
Darbnoulh ditto 1,070 15ft 292 345 HID (i.'i2 16:-\ 1,215 10,360 422 

, i'~ton ditto . 1,043 13 281) 1311 221 006 56 .21 11 ,320 !"IH? 
!-pwuncc Town ditto l,mn 7. 1,440 1,867 7119 1,598 774 2,nB;1 33.TJ9 I,""" 
Sundry Settlemcntll 1,267 2 ,un 878 4211 'lO6 !IO 997 22,294 !l20 
Truro TowllIIhip • 1,'lBO 2Il5 1,451 2,21J:i 8M 4,5ftl 2.7117 J2,053 53,li45 2,1i54 
OnaIow ditto . ),239 245 1,71ID 1.2fi3 J,3H 5,729 lJ,fl35 13/131 [i4,93!i 2Jl~2 
Londonden)' ditto . 1,300 249 2,045 2,4.:n 1.330 4,924 4,195 12,114 55,000 3,581 
~~ndJy 8ettlelnelf~1I 3,686 661 4,913 6,724 3,400 13,93l 8,627 26,22U r 2U,,5& 7,1l!l!1 
Picton Town . 1,4.'l9 73 102 244 23 7{i(! 474 2,43.'1 9,810 300 
Pietml Trtwnflhip . 4,777 "'7 4,41 J 7,1i72 8,5J5 17,9U6 12,[196 29,793 ]93,9{')5 4,176 
Egerton ditto 5,622 819 5,593 1O.711B 3,3,]4 24,270 22,}21 .'il .l.'i2 133,444 5,5'17 
Muwelton 2,111 230 1,5O!j 2,514 1.022 6,149 2,007 14,18'1 44,445 1,63.i 

-
120,464 14.,.534 

-
TowonuntvofHalifnx 46,!j40 4,530 24,122 92,9,]6 62,246 194,002·.R'1a,546 40 39'] 

COUNTY OF SYDNEY. 

The county of Sydney is the most easterly part of the province ':. it 
is bounded on the west by the county of Halifax; on the south by the 
Atlantic Orean; on the east by Chedabucto Bay. the Gut of.Can .. au. 
and St. George" Bay; and 'on the north by"Northumberiand .Straits. 
.It i. divided hIt<> two district •• caUed the Upper and the Lower ·J;>istrict. 

\11 
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and containg seven townships. viz. Dorchester" Arisaig, '.IJ'acad.ie~ St. 
And~w's, ?tianchestiT. Guysborough. and St. Mary's. Tfte soil.of the 
northern .nd eastern part of tbi6 county-interval,lllluvial, and upland
is equal to any in the province. The agricultural produce is very con· • siderable. and large quantities are exported. The lumber trade is cJ[t· 
tcnsiveJy carried on, and the fisheries are the best in the province, h.i~ 

exceedingly well wa~red. abounding-with lakes and rivers, and nO"part 
of the province affords so many fine harbours. This county ~ntains the 
greatest. quantity of crown or ungrafltcu land of 8Hyin the province. • • 
It I1BS peen estimated at 12:0,000 acres of availab1c land, situate between 
Guysbl>rouglt and Coventry Harhour i~olle direction, ht'twcclll\:lilford 
Haven aud St. George'!'! Bay in another, and to the· w~tward of the 
river St. Iddry in a third. 

The township of Dorchester, or Antigonish, is situate on and about the 
bay of that name. 'fhe first scttleme»t made by the Enjllis4 was in 1784, 
and it was materially increased in 1795 by crnit,""lmts frpm Scotland. Dor. 
chester, or Antigonish, is the shire town' of the district. it is ltu:ted 
about a mile above the navigation on A~igonish River. It has but one 
principal street, and contains a court-house, a Roman catholic, a pres: 
byterian, and a baptist cllUrch. It is 11 very pretty village, and is the 
principal trading place in the district. The harbour is about six mile: 
in length; but the entrance is narrow, over a bar with only nine feet at 
ll\gh water, and difficult of access. 

'fhe townships of Arisaig. St. Andrew's, and Tracadie are- exq-emely 
fertile, wcll peopled, and highly cultivated. The inhabitants are ('X~ 

tensively engaged ill the lumber trade and fisheries, and are an industrious 
thriving population. 

The township· of Manchester contains aU that part of the county 
lying between Milford Haven and the Gut of Canseau. The soil is of' 
an excellent quality; lime abounds; coal has been discovered. in severa~ 
places at the head of Milford Haven. and is supposed to extend over a 
lar~ tract of country. The population is scattered and not numerous. 

The toWDlhip of Guysborough reaches from Crow Harbour to the 
northern bounds of the Lower District. The original grant was 100,000 
acres, made to some American loyalists in 1784. The land oftbis town-
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ship is ext~mcly good. put the fisheries afford Buch lucrative emplo~ment 
that "'icry Iit~lc morc land is cultivated. than is sufficient for inhemal 
supply; but hrreat qilantities of horses, black cattle, and sheep l},l"C reared. 
and several ca.rgoes are annually exported to Newfoundland, togctller , 
with considerable quantities of butter. 

, . ?tlilford Haven is situate at the head of Chedabucto Bay. Though 
narrow Imd difficult at the cntrancl1. having u har with eighteen feet nt 

( low water, ,it opens into a spacious and Lcautiful basin. about balf a mile 
wide and three~ miles long. completely sheltered and affording good 
anchorage: after a narrow passage of two miles, it opens into another 
s]lacious harbour for four or five miles more, navig-ahle tk'c who>lc way 
for ships of 50.0, ~(ms' burden. The town of Guysborough is situate at 
the w(:sterH side, TICal' llie cntrance of the lower basin, and commands n 
full view of Cbedabucto Bay and its southern shore as far as Canscau, 
and. few p18f.'es ... pgssess more beautiful natural scenery. It contaills a 
~ul-t-house, an episcopar,' a lloman catholic, and a methodist church, 

\ ' ; 

besldes sevual chapels scatter~d throug-h the township. The land on 
both sides the harbour is ver? good, and has been long since cleared 

of timber, now affording extensive natural meadows and pastures. 
The extensive bay of Chedahucto is formed by Cape Callseau on 

the west, and Cape Hogan, in the island of Cape Breton, on the east, 
and is twenty~five llliles in length and fifteen in breadth. It is altogether 
~r~ frorn rQ~ks and obstructions, and is navigable throughout for th'e 
largcst",ship:;. Milford Haven and Guysborough Harbour lie at its head, 
and Fox Island, Philip Harbour, Crow Harbour, and Canseau on its 
southern shore. 'f~le fisheries of tJlis great bay arc as productiv~ as any 
in the known world. The inhabitants are all engaged in them, and the 
quantities of cod, herring, !lnd mackerel taken are immense. 

Canseau is situate at the southern extremity of the county. The 
greater part of this district is a barren naked rock, with a few hills of 
good land. The town-:plot; Called \Vilmot, is situate on the south_ 
western side of Canseau Harbour. It has lately been much improved. 
The harbour of Canseau is a very excellent one, accessible at all seasons 
of the year. The 'strait is called Little Canseau. and is navigable for 
the largest ships, affording safe and commodious anchorage. During the 



CANSEAU_ST. MARY. 

prevalence of westerly gales, all the vessels to alld from the-Gulf of St. . . . 
Lawrence anchor hete, and wail for a favourable wind; anti it is • great 
resort for.the fishing-eraft in the season. 

St. Mary was formed into a township in 18lS, and contains 280.000 
acres. The lands along the shores are stony und barren, but improve 
v~ry much in the interior. Timber of a superior description aboUl\ds, 

and there are extensi'"e tracts of ungllmtcd crown lands of good quwity. 
The first settlement in this town'!l.hijl was made at Coventry Harbour, by 
AmericQ,1l refugees, in l1R4, wl~o built J1 small town ·~lled Stormont, 
benutif'llly situate on the east side of the harbour, where it is about half 
a mile "vide, and navigahle fo, ships o1cthc linc. Coventry Harbour is 

• • 
a noble port. navigable for the Jargcliit ships for teu·JJI!Iiles ahove its 
entrance, ana forms the most cxtensive inlet from Halifax to CnnscHu. 

The river St. Mary falls into the Atlantic Ocean about ninety mi1es 
east of Halifax, and fifty west of Can~atl. It bas a bV cni:ranc:c, upon 

which there is eleven feet water at lowest cbt· tide, Bad is navigable fo,", ,. " 
vessels of the first class for about ninc }niler,. 'J'he river <1ivides into 
severaJ branches, flows through a well-wooded (.'Ountry, and is remark
ably conveuicnt for floating down lumber. Sherbrooke is situate at the 
extreme head of the navigation of the river, and is accessible to vcssd~ 
of 50 to 100 tons. A very considerable lumber trade l,as heen and is 
cnrried on from this place, Several good rOllds have been opened through 
t!e township, and its na.tural advantages arc.' such us to 4'equirc 01l1)1 

• 
population and capital to make it equal to any settlement in '"the ,ounty 
of Sydney. 

• 
(:OIJXTT 0'" I YDJ/I,:Y, 
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 

This coll:.nty is bounded on the north-west by the Chignecto Channel, 
,Cumberland Basin, the Missiguash River, and the boundary line between 
Nov's Scotia and New Urunswjck, Wllich runs from the source of that 
river to fuy VeTte; on the east by the Straits of Northumberland; 
on the south-cait by the county of H~lifax j and on the south..,west by 
the township of Tansborough and part of the Bay of }"undy. It contains , 
two townships, Amherst and \Vallace. ~esiclcs the sevcr~l settkments 
of Fort Lawr(:l1be, 14nccan, Nappan. Minudic, 'V cst Chester, &c. The 
soil of this countY is various. On the shore of the Chignecto Channel 
and Cumberland Basin there arc considerable tracts of valuable marsh 
land. The ,upt,md is in general·of very superior quality, of whieh a 

·laree ,tract,lJ,uite·· throug·h the county from Minudie to Tatmagouche, 
remains mlgranted, and ut ~IC disposal of the crown. Coal, lime, 
and b'Ypsum are found almost every where. Iron ore is indicated in 
several places, and copper ore at Toney's River; and there are good salt 

,~prings at Philip lliver. This county is remarkably well watered, being 
traversed by several rivers. and it has several fine harbours on both its 

sbores. 
, , The seUlement of Fort l,awrence adjoins the boundary line, lying 
bctwe:.:n tlle rivers Missiguash and La Planche. It consists principally 
of dike land, and is one of the most productive in Nova Scotia. -Vast 
quantities of hay ar~ raised, and herds of cattle fed, upon these lands, and 
the farmers arc generaily wealthy and independent . . 

The township of Amherst contains 26.750 acres, of which a con~ 
,iderable quantity is dike land. and the remainder interval, upland, and 
wood. :Meadow and grazing are the principal agricultural pursuits, and 
beef and butter are raised and exported to a large amount. The little 
town or rather village of Amherst is in a flourishing Condition. It is 
situate near the narrow isthmus which here separates the Bay ·of Fundy 
from Northumberland Straits; it is therefore connected with the 
navia-aHon of both. and can with the same facility avail itself of the 
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markets oiSt. John and Mjramichi. The river Tidnish in this township 
• • 

flows,into Bay Vertc, between $he head of which river and the ,ouree 
of the river La Planche, which faHs into the Day of Fundy, there is a 

• portage of only one mile. The ncar approach of the waters of the Bay 
of Fundy and of the Straits of Northumberland to each other at this p~int 
n!'turally suggests the idea of connecting the navigation ofbm:l} by a canal. 
The ground has been examined and ·~ul'Veyed. and the practicability o( 
such a work a.'iccrtain~d. The e~pense of making a canat fo~ sea-going 
vessels of eight feet draught has been estimated at 61.7~81. 148.; and no 
doubt u- work of such important!e. 1I0t oilly to this pr~vincc and New 
Bruns",ick. h».t to the whole intcrcolonid\, trade of Uritish North America, 
will in a short time be effected., either by public or priv,~ funds. 

The s~ttlements on the .Macc:ln, the N appan,· and the Hibbert 
River, and at l\iinudie, cOllsist principally of the same quality of dike 
lalld us Amherst, and are eu1tivatcg in the same )~nJlcr, meadow • • and grazing. The settlement ilt Minlldie ~nsists of Acadians, the 

• • 
descendants of those who es{~aped the ge,ernl expulsion or "hat ~le 
in 17.'N. They arc u temperate, indus&i.ous peopJl', forming a little 
distinct community, and pn.rsuing their own customs, language, and 
religion with remarkable pertinacity. Great quantities of shad are taken' 
at Minudie. in weirs in the fiats, which arc exposed at low water. Jt 
({uarry of grindstones is worked to !l' great extent in the neighbourhood, 
aftd the stones exported in large quantities to the United ~tates. Coal 
also is found. here, und jf properly worked might supply tIle .demanct·of 
St. John and all the })laces on the Bay of l<~undy. 

Tatmagouchc Bny is situate at the north-eastern horder of the county, 
on the ·gulf shore adjoining the district of I)ict8u .• The river of th~t 
name runs into it.· The lands on both are fertile and well cultivated, 
and the settlement is in a thriving condition. 

The township of WaJlace contains several populous and growin~ 
settlements. The town of 'Valla'ce is situate at the mouth or the noble 
bay \)f that name. It was settled by loyalists from New York, who en. 
gaged. largely in the lumber trade, whjch is still carried on in. this part 
of the country. 'VaHace Bay ilo; oaviguhle for the largest ships for above 
aix miles. and for smaller ones above twelve, The river Remsheg, after 
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a course of twenty-five miles, discharges itself into the bay, and is well 
ltoc~d \vith salmon a'nd trout. The l,nds on thp bay and river' are of 
a very superior quality, and the country is well settled. On t~lC opposite 
side of the bay is Fox Harbour. It wus settled by highlanders from 
Scotland about twenty years ago,' who aTC now both comfortable and 
affluent. J'ugwash settlement is situated on Pugwash Bay, the best 
harwur in lJ1c county. The shoIc is so bold, that vessels of 500 tons 
may lie w~th safety. at an times, withir.. twenty yards of it. Above the 
channel, which ,IS not more than a quarter of a' mile wide, it becomes n . -
beautiful basin, illto w.lich the river Pugwash, which rises in a chain of 

lakes about seven miles distapc, discharges itself. Tht'" land, on the 
harbour and 'riyer is of superior quality, although not very populous. 
The river Philip. which is a. union of several others rising ill. the interior 
of the county, also discharges itself into the sea Ilear Pugwash Harbour. 
This river. i~ rep:uJrkablc for the quality and size of its salmon and trout, 
and gaspe,'eux and sha1 are also abundant. There are severa] salt 

'0 , 
spnngs in ,~his district: the 1110st remarkable is one on the lliack River, 
a branch of the Philip, whicll g~ves five gills of salt to every two gallons 
by common boiling, and the brine is highly medicinal. The settlements 
'on this river have 110t flourished. The inhabitants are principally en· 
c'gaged in the lumber trade, and do not pay as milch attention to abrricnl
ture as in other settlements in the ~OUllty. Goose River forms a small 
ba.JT't!d harb,pur between Pugwash :md 'l'idnish. There arc some go6d 
trh'ct6 of dike and interval land, but tbe settlement is as yet in its infancy. , 

'Vest Chester is situated on the summit of the Cobequid highlands. 
in the centre of the county. It wa6 settled by loyalists from New York. 
The soil is naturalJ'y good. but the locnl situation is much against it, and 
the settlement is on the decline. 

The county of Cumberland is well intersected by roads in all direc~ 
ti011S. The great road from Halifax to Quebec runs quite through it. 
Although containing some of the ricliest, and the greatest quantity .of 
dike and other valuable laud, of any county in the province. agrieul
t~. with the exception of meadow and grazing, is lIot as extensively 
followed as it might be. Little grain is exported from thiR county, ,but 
the export of beef and butter is considerable.· The grazing fanners in 
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the di.stricts bordering on the nay of Fundy arc as wealt\Jt and in
dependent as any in )Tova Scoti. ; but the same remark win not ftpply 
to the se~lements on the Gulf "horc. where the jnhR,hitant/) arc prm
cipally engaged in the lumber trade, to the neglect of their rich Ind 
valuable lands. 

The county returns two members to the provincial parliament, and, 

the township of Amberst one. TIl{. .. population of the ~yhole munty 
was, in 1817. 2965 souls. The census of 1827 gave the fo!low.ing results 
as to J>opuhttion. agriculture, andJitock. 
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TotRl county Cumll('rl~12'.!...-__ r~,35G 1,2f':;! f1 ,2'l61! 1 ~ ( iG .. 5/~~~ ;~}",: W)fl ~~]52 34,067 ~oo.oo, 13,791\ 

HANTS COUNTY. 

The county of Hants is bounded on the north by the Minas Bailn, 
on the east "by the Shubenucadie river. whicJ) divides it from Hnlifax 
county, on the south by'Halifax county. and on the west by ~he King's 
county .and the county of Lunenburg. It contu,ins six townships: 
Windsor, Falmouth, Newport, ll.awdon, Kemp·t, and Douglas. The . . 
county returns two memocrs to the provinciul parliament, and the town-
ships of Windsor, :Falmouth, and New-port, each on"e. Tbe greater pnr~ 
of this county was originally settled by the French, who enclosed the 
dikes and marsh lands, and brought them into a lltnte of cultivation 
and improvement, so as to enable them, before their expulsion from the 
province in 1755, to export wheat and other grain to Doston.. After 
their e~pulsion their Fanus and improvements were laid waste and aban
doned. until within aboui the lust twenty-five years, when tbe English 
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became a~\U.re of the ,"alue of these tracts. and they were gran,ied in 
extensive lots to the then members of L'louncil, and others. 

vVindsor township was oribrinaHy settled by the l'~renchf as before 
mC!ltioned. l~ is an agreeably diversified county of hill, da1c, and lawn. 
It (!ontains l! considerable quantity of marsh and interval land. The 
.climate is considered warmer than either to the north or south of it, and 
it is' well adented for the growth Qf wheat amI othllf grain. The orchards 
originally plan~cd by the French have been improved and extended, and 
fruit is abundant and f?ood. There is abundance of gypsum found in 
this township, and it forms a v~ry comiiderabJe artide of export to the 
United State~: The local scenery is very beautiful, ana comiilg froOl 

Halifax. the cohtrast to the ~eneral C'.haracter of the southern part of 
that connty is striking an~ remarkable. The ri vcr A vo~ receives the 
Kenneteook, St. Croix, and Cnckmagon, and conducts them to the Minas 
Basin. The risE' lntd faU of the tide at 'Vinc!sor is thirty fPet, and th(> . . ' ., 
'bc<!- of the river is at times entirely ex posed. 'fhe extreme hreadth of 
the river here is about 1000 tt,~t, and it is intended to cr('Ct a bridge 

" over it. Windsor town is the shire town of the county. It is si tuate 
at the confluence of the St. Croix, and the Avon rises forty-five miles 
,from Halifax; the went mail-road from that ]llace to Annapolis running 
through it. Windsor contains an university (King's College), an 8c!Udemy, 
episcopal, Uoman catholic, preshyterian, baptist, and methodist churdlt's, 
it j;'lurt-hou6e, and county jail. Packets ply between \\I'indsor and St. 
John's, New Urunswick. and also to I'arrsborough, across the Minas 
nasin, an~ the mail-coaeh runs to Halifax and Annapolis three times a 
week. Windsor is the only town in the county of Hants; there being 
n~thing like a town in~ any of the other townships. 

}'almouth township is situated between V\Tindsor and Hortoll town
ship. in the King's' county. It was hrranted in 1759, and contains , 
50,000 acres. A range of mountains form the rear, a graduaUy sloping 
upland the centre, and a border of marsh the front of this township . 

. It is well cultivated ·anti thickly settled. and the people are generally in 
l.'omfortable circumstances. 

Newport township lies on the eastern side of ·the river St. Croix. It 
was granted in 1761, and contains 58,000-acres;" There is a good portion 
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of dike and interval land, and the upland is gfneraUy veq superior. 
• • 

particularly on the Rver St. C:uoix and Kennctcook. Tbil townsi)ip is 
well cultwated. hy a native population, descended from the first New 
England settlers. 

Rawdon township lies between Newport and DougHts. It was laid 
out in 1784, and contains 24,000 acres. The first settlers were New • 
England loyalists. 4 consists prim~~ally of very good. upland. 'The 
chief cultivation is hay for the lIalifax Jnarket. 

Ker.npt township COlltuiliS 8f!.OOO a(~rfs. It is sitU:ltOd on the borders 
of the Minas BU:ill1, and consists almost wholly ot upland, which is deep 

and pwductP.re. At the ebb-of the t!dc the flat shof(' is exposed to 
• 

vicw, and the alluvial deposit thereon aflords an illex~tKlstiblc supply 
of cxcellellemuullre" This towllship contains both gypsum anu lime in 
abuudam:e. and ther(' is a good cod and herriug fisht'cy, 

Douglas township is bounded 011 .he nortb by Co~uid Huy. 011 the 
east by tllC Shuhcuacadie rivl'r. It contain; "105.00a acres: granted to. • •• 
Colonel Smal~, for the location of the Id battalion 84th f-egimellt ill 

17B4. It is one of ' the finest townships in the p.ruvince, containing a 
gl'cat proportion uf marsh, interva1, and upland, and abounding with 
coal, gypsum, lime, freestone. and slate. Nothing can exceed the fer. 
tility of the lands on the Shllbenacadic river. 

The population of this county in 1817 was 6318 souls. The census 
of 1827 gi,ves the following results as to population, live stCK:k, and ~ri
cultural produce. 
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KIKG'S COtlNTY 

~ Is bounded on tIle south by the counties of Hants and Lunenburg, 
on the west by the county of Annapolis, on the north by the ]Jay of 
}i'undy, and ~n the east by the county of Cumberland. It contains four 
towhships, Horton, Cornwallis, A~'lesford. and Pqrrsborough. 

The tpwllship of Horton w.ns originally settled by the :French, and 
in it was situah~d the French yillage 0.£ Minas, of which no tr.accs arc 
now to be seell, except the cellars of the hOllses, a few old orchards, and 
the constn.nt appendage of an Acadian !Rttlemcnt, scattered groups of 
willows. It ooutains 100,000 acres, a,nd was sett.lf'd by the .English in 
1760, with emigrants from New};nglund, who found the ' dikes much 
dilapidated, and the meadows under water. After considerable difficulty, 
delay, und expc[lse, the tide wns', at length shut out from aU the old 
,E'nclosed hinds, by means of embankments. This townshin has llhout , . ' 
4000 ucres of diked land, bc,~des interval and salt mar~hes; and the 
upland, the hmy and broken, is mostly good tillage land. The only 
village in the township is Kentville, on the borders of Connvallis. It 
contains several good private llOuses, a court-house, u jail, and a good 
grammar school. There arC' one episcopalian, one presbyterian, two 
baptist. and two methodist churches, in the township, cleven grist-mills. 
twp oat_mills, five saw-mills, olle flax, aud three fulling-mill.s. and two 
ca~dinG machines. The river Gaspereaux, which flows through the cntire 
towl1s1lip. abounds with salmon, trout, smelts, and the fish called gas

pereux. 
Cornwallis townsliip lies between Horton and Aylesford. along the 

Minas nasin and llay of Fundy. It was settled at the same time with 
Horton by emigrant$ from Connecticut. This township is well watered 
oy several rivers. and the land throughout is of the very best quality, 
every farm having a proportion of dike, meadow, and upland, whereby 
the farmers are enabled to keep large stocks of cattle. T~ere are nume~ 
rous and productive orchards; and this township, from its extraordinary 
fertility. hus been styled the garden of the province. There are in it 
one episcopal, one presbyterian, one methodist, one indepenaent. and 
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three baptist chapels; also sixteen saw-mills, clcvpn grist-mill:s, one oat... 
mill. and two carding. machines .• 

Aylc~ford township lies between Cornwallis aild 'Vilmot. in tht:! 
county of Annapolis. It was settled by loyalists ill 1784. The soil ~nd 
productions are similar in all respects to those of Cornwallis. 

Parrsboroug:h township is situated on tile casten} stdc of Minas 
basin, by which it is divided from th~ rest of the county. The land is' • • 
much broken and hilly, but ill gCflcrarthe soil is good amffruitful. there 
being a considerable quantity of interval. 'rhe village fit lla;rsborough 

• • 
is on the shore. from whence p~ckcts siil to aflrl from Windsor and 

Horton .. twic~a w(-'t'k. 
The .Minus basin is <l large reservoir that recl'ivQi }he waters 'of 

nineteen riveI"S, some of very considershle magnitude, und communi cutes 
with the Day o.r Fundy hy a. strait betwecn Partridge Island and Cape 
Dlomedon. The tidcs rise in this llflSin higher thap .in any part of 

• 
America, and rushing in 'with extraordinary' velocity. fro"! the Bay of 
Fundy; deposit vast quantities of anllvi8~matter on the shoJIC. wJicret,y 
those tracts of rich dike and marsh land iT:lVC been formed. which render 
die districts surrounding it the most productive, best settled. and populous 
in Nov.a Scotia. 

The population of this county was in J 817, 7.145 souls, The census 
of 1827 gave the following results as to popuJation und agricultura,1 
pPOduce. 

Live 8"",1<. 

. § . 

P. ~ H ~ 
, ----1~ =v ~ 
:Horton Township 3,014 629 4,121 [1,('IiiO 
;Cornwullill Ditto, 4,404 261 5,316 8,484 
Aylesford. Ditt.l. 1,098 164 1,192 2,017 
IParr.borouKh Ditto 1,692 2..15 1,951 2,423 

ITot.a1 King'scounty. 1O,208! },78 l~,580 i"8.574 

~ . l'roduce. - I 
~1 -. -. -, .~ ~ o_~ . ,; ! ~ 'i! ... , 
!~ ~ .S Or ~~ i:-, J:::: °i w < 

~t ~~ ~= 

2,791 ) 1,286 9,4.52125,258 14.8,:-WU 1J,2I.i1 
:-l,22'] 13,100 11 ,55528,270 28J,727 lI,J20 

b'2lJ 3,42'"J J,642 4,Sin 29,925 2,581 
1,565 6,335 3,019 UHO 18,M5 3,334 

8,232 %'00125,000 05,'37 ~'I8,OO3~,2/JO 
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COUNTY OF LU~ENBUHG .. 

• 
The county of Lunenburg was laid out in 1754: if is hounded on 

the north by King's and Annapolis counties, 011 the east by Halifax, on 
the west by Queet:lo's county, and on the south by the Atlantic ocean. .It 
contains three townships, Chester, Lunenburg, and New Dublin, and 
returns tW.H members to the proviftcial . .parlium;lIt'. 

The t.owns?lip of Chester was laid out in 1760, and first s~tt]ed by 
emigrants from New England, to whom were :mbscquCIltly added several 
German families. The land js~ in gencf(l,l, covered with l,ipruc~ and fir 

timber, well "\:atcred, and capable of cultivation. Indications of' t:oul arc 
observ(.'tl near Cht'slt.·r. and lime, yellow ochre, and pipe ch,y, arc found 

in several places. '1'he principal harbour is Mahone Ba.y. which is very 
extensive, and Jllf.ord, ... secure ancllorage inside its numerous islands, to 

vessels of ,the g~~atest magnitude, Chester town is situated on the 

north' side ot the bay, about nj,nc miles from its mouth, upon a "mug and 
commodious ll:lrbour, It is a'very thriving town, nnd carries on a vcry 

considerable lumber trade and fishery. There are seven saw-miBs, two 

grist_mills, and a ' fulling-min, in this township, and ali' episcopal and 

a baptist church. 

Lummburg towmhip is, next to Halifax, the olllest formed by the 

English in ,this province, It was settled in 1753, by 400 fumilies 0f 

D~ltch and Germans, who were brought out at the expense of the 11ritish -government, and who received very liberal encouragement and 'assistance. 

The settlement continued to prosper, more or less, and in 1791 the 
populati()n amounted to :J247 souls; since when it has increaSt'd both in 

population and wealth. The harbour of Lunenburg is small hut easy 

of access, and is well sheltered by Cross Island j vessels can lie alongside 
the wharfs in fourteen feet water. The town of Lunenburg is con

structed on a regular plan; it is the shire town, and contains about 260 

dweUing.houses, stores, &c, There are a court..housc and jail. and four 
churches. Episcopalian, Luthera1J, Calvinist, and Methodist, 'There is 

an extensive trade carried on here with the West Indies. Newfound. 

land and Quebec. L~enburg is one of the flourishing townships of 
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the Plovince, and although the land is nowhere· rich. yet it~ ton!iguity 
to the Halifax marlet enablei the settlers to raise and dispose of any 
article of -produce with advantage. This towllsllip returns one member 
to the provincial parliament. 

New Dublin township is situate on the ri"'cr and harbour of La Have. 
It was originally granted to some New Englanders, ,~ho very sood 
abandoned it, and it- wns subsequel~Jy granted to Gertfl.:l.Il and other 

settlers. The lands bordering . ~n the harbour and riv.oc La Have lire 
stony a.(\ mountaiuous, ahollnOing witn timbQT of large growth and 
value. The: land to the westward, on l")l'tit Hiver and l>ulmerstoll ]Jay. 
is of u· bettc" quality. The :ivcr La llave takes its smft'ce far in the • 
interior, amI falls into the harbour ,.f La Have . 

• 
This harbour is very 

spacious. forming an inner lind outer harlxm"r. Thl' outer harbour 
affords good anchorage, and is formed and sheltered by scveml islandli. 

• • • 
which are well- calculated for drying fish. The inner h~rbour is formed 
by the river; it is capacious. and navigable for £1'teel: rniMs. The lmr 
at the cntruli ce IH)s twch'c feet a~ low wl'ier; inside there are soundings 
from eight fathoms gradually to three. Comidcrablc quantities of fish 
arc t:tk~n h(~re. and several vessels ure annually loaded with lum~r and 
timber for Great Britain. There are on the La Have upwards o~ thirty 
,3w.mills, and on the west side of the river the remains of an ancient 
French fort, built in ] 632, ure sti ll to be s~en. 

Tile Statistics qf tlte ('auf/tI;, (IN taken in 1827. m'e slllyum by thefollowing Table, 

- - ----,-

Ohe. tel Town&hip 
LUl1c nbu~ ditto 
N,w Du in ditto , 
Toto! ."Lbnenburg county -

- ------ -:-----;-- ----- .. ... _ ...... 
J'rodu.,.,. 

iJ jR -o . 
,~ 

~= I 
= 

2,092 

.. ~ ; ~ 
iii =.~ 

I-::::-r-:.."..I c:-= - - ;-,-;:::1-:=+:-::-=:-1-:-::-:-::1 
1,151 3,3461 ·558 6,001 !i6,HOO 1.746 
2,7tl6 7,001 2,000 21,044 193,028 6,2f0 
1,414 3,040 001 6,041 84,335 ~,5B2 

"" 1,W, 2,412 
5,0.18 IUS 5,042 6,:i5() 
2,275 511 2,291 2,376 

G,331 13,467 1 3,1!7~,146 334,163 10,077 11,40.1 1 :m 18.978 --
11,238 
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QUEEN'S COUNTY, 

, This countY is bounded on tbe north by Annapolis county, on the 
.!ast by Lunenburg, on the ,west by Shelburne county, and on the south 
by the Atlantic ocean. It contains two townships, Liverpool and Guy,;.. 

. borougll, and 1~turns three members to ~he proviner.!.l House of Assembly. 
viz. two for the.,county. and one for Liverpool township. The interior 

of this county is ston~ and generally ':ncal)able of c...'Ultivation. ' On the 
sea board it is somewhat bette::; there are, however, several tracts ' of 

> 
better soil, and ~several thriving settlemcnh. 

Livvrpool is the shirf' tnwn of the county. It is sU,rroundl>d by 

hills, well watered, and enjoys a pure air. It contains about 250 houses, 
stores, &c.; a . l~urt-house. jail, and three churches. episcopalian, con .. 
grcgational. nnel methodist; a school-house and hlock-house. It is onc of 
th~· b~st b1.1iit and mOllt regular county towns in the province, and there 
is a handsome drawbJ'idg{', ] i ;)o feet in length, over the river J\'lersey. 
'fht! trade of the plate is very flourishing, consisting of the lumber trade 
and fishery, both Shore and Labrador, and carried on with Europe and the 
'West Indies. The harbour was called by the French Rosib"11~1. A light
house Htands nn Officer's Island, at the entrance of the harbour, nnd is 
distinguished by revolving every two minutes. This harhour never 
ft'Cezes ove~, and is a(~ccssiblc lIt all SC'llsons; but. there is a bar at the 
entra'~~ce of the river, with only nine fect at ebb and fifteen feet at flood 
tide, so that large vessels are sometimes obliged to anchor at Henry 

Cove. 
Port Medway is a very fine harbour, capacious" navigable. and safe; 

having from five to fourteen fathoms. 'fhe river Medway runs into it, 
upon which iK situated Mill village, containing several good houses, a 
church, and school-house, and the land here is the best in the county: 
There is a considerable lumber trade and fishery also carried' on here. 

~ort MO,uoon is situated to the westward of Liverpool. A ICttlement 
was founded in 1783, called Guysborougb, but subSequently in 'great 
part ab~doned. : it baa 'never flourished: and is now an incons.idtiable 
place, There are al,o smaII settlements at Port Jollie and Port Hibbert. 
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both· of which are shoal harbours. yet both the fishery and 4Itp.ber trade 
are ~rried dn to SO~ extent. 

The'population oftbe county was, in 1817, 9,098 ~lJuls. The census 
of 1827 gave the following results as to population and agriculture. 

Liverpool Townahip 
Guysbor3u,lfh Ilitto 
BrlJ(lkficld Sett16llltnt} 
Cailldonia dittu. -
H .. rmony di,tto 

] 
I_-;_,_-,-:-o_-,-_·I.g g '0 'o .~ 

•! i ~ t .~ !~ ~J i~ 
. ~ <h <IJ j. ~~ ~~ 

1--:-1-- .--~ ------ - ----
4,:\42 !'II. I,OO! 1,2tQ' 1,54:1 '{,non 644 1,1:;24 27,.1:m 2,220 

I'rOlIIl~. 

50.i 4 :U2 41:! 272 452 UB 7,237 a:m 

4:iH US [,23 78'2 44!) 2,lj2 7Jr) 1,4M 9,250 {t·m 

-- ----+---------.-
T orol of the C()unty _,--,--4",,,2'"::5,,,,",,",-,,,,,,4,,36,,,' ';:"'4" !':". ,-7 ::2",2:::",,4 """6"3"O"-, ,,,~::'i9,,-,,'I,,.2,,-7r.,,, "roJ,,' .",0,,' 7",,3,,"50:c7U 

ANNAPOLIS CQ/)NTY. 

Annapolis county is bounded on the north and west by the Bay of 
Fundy, on, the south by Shelburne, Queen's, and Lunenburg counti~. 
and on the cast by King's county. It contains six townships, Anna
polis, Granville, Wilmot, Clements, Digby, and Clare; and it returns five 
ntembers to the provincial parliament, viz. two for the coullty. and Qne 

° for each of' the townships of Annapolis. Granville. and Digby. Tile first 
European settlements in Nova Scotia were established by the French ill. 
this county. who made some very extensive improvfments. After .the 
expulsioil of the Acadians, their lands became a~· object of attention tn 
the people of the British colonies, a considerable number of whom re- · 
moved thither in 1764. and obtained a grant of the township of Annapolis. 
This township contains a considerable quantity of valuable dike land; and 
iPe upland. though stony, is generally good. Annapolis is the couDty 
town. It was founded by the French. who called it Port Royale, and 
w~ tae capital of the province while in their possession. It was aJlO the 
seat of the Britisu government until1750"when it was superseded as luch 
»1 Baliiax. The town i.:built upon • peninsula, which pr~g into 

" 2 
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the river, fO"'1TlS two be8.IJtiful basins, one above and one below the town. 
It has ' not much increased in size or population SYH:.'e the Conquest of . 

the provim.-e. but it is still a respectable town. It contaim u go'!-'crnment 
hou~. n court house, an episcopalian and methodist church, au llc~demy, 
commodious barracks, and several handsome private buildings. The 
~nilitary work~ erected at various times for its defence are now in a stat~ 
of decay. 1'1lCTc arc several good ·;-oads leading tq nIl }>arts of the pro-• • vincc; a stage coach runs through Granville, ,,,,nmut, AylesforU, Corn-
wallis, 'Vindso~; and Newport, to Halifax; and a steam llackl;t plies ., 
constantly to St. Jo}m~s, New lJrllll swick. The trade of this town is 
comparatively insignificant t o wtlat it for.nerly was, busin..:-ss bo!ug re-

• 
moved to other ' nore convenient and better circumstan(~('d settleml'nts. 

Granville and W Hmot townships comprehend, for 46 :niles, the 
peninsula fonned by the river Annapolis, running parallel to the nay ()f 
Fundy. They ' \YI'rc granted in 1764 to several N l'W Englanu settlers 

,wh? came here. ,The land is of a very superior (Iuulity, consisting of 
dike, salt marle, illterval, und \pland. 'The rh'l'r Annapolis rist,s in the 
King's L'OUllty, and, keeping its course parallel to the Bay of Fundy, runs 
into and from the harbour of Annapolis, and is navigable up to llridge
~wn, in Granville district. This thriving village is situated just at the 
head of the navigation of the river, and is the plaec of shipment for the , 
produce of these districts. It cOlltainl:> an episcopalian, tL methodist. and a 

baptist church, some good dwelling-houses, and several stores and shops. 
A sJnpll peninsula, extending from Granville township into Annapolis 
Hay, was the first piece of land cleared, by the French, for cultivation in 
Nova Scotia. These townships are well cultivated and thickly settled, 
and contain, besides tll.ose at Bridgetown, ten churches of various de
nominations. The whole coast of these townships, on the Bay of Fundy, 
affords no shelter for vessels; to remedy which, a pier has been erected 
on the shore in Wilmot township. which answers tlle purpose of 8. port, 
and enables the inhabitants to ship their lumber and other produCe. The· 
farms in these townships are in general well cultivated and productive; 
most of them. have· :orehards j and the cider and cheese made here are 
equal, if Jtot ,IUperior. to any in.-the province. 

Clelllmt, township i. situated between Annapolis and Digby toWn. 
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ships. It was settled in 1784 by some disbandedJIessian anq, ;\merican 
loyalists. The land. ,hough hiijy and irregular. is in. gene~ of a-supe
rior quali~y; great quantities of fish, herrings • . aluvlt"fs, and shad are 
taken on the shore of the basin in weirs. Iron ore exists in this to,.o
sllip in' great abundance; and here, and at Moore River: the Annapolis 
Iron Mining Company have crec.ted their works. from wInch metal of 

• 
very superior quality has been prod\l~d, 

• 
The township of Digby extends from Clemenb townS(llp to the 

river Sissiboo, and within its limits arc Long Island and Brian Island. . .' It W8.i granted to American loyalists in ] 784. n: contains R portion of 
marsh l\lld itlterval land, and .tllC timb\r is very good. ~l'he town of 
Digby is situate 011 the Uasin of Allnapolis. It contains al,out 200 IIOUseS, 

a court-house, and spacious church. The air is salubrious, and the situa
tion agreeable; and it is much frequellted in the summer by {!ompany 
from St. John's, to which a steam-packd rllllS three ti\,JI;~ a week. The 
inhabit..mts of this town and neighbourhood arc largely engaged in t.hc 
{wand mackerel fisllCry along the coast. J About three mile/! below the 
town of Digby is the entrallce from the Bay of Fundy to Annapolis 
Basin, through a strait called Digby Gut. At this entrance is a ligilt
house, well situated for the navigation of tIll' bay. There is a very pretty 
little settlement at the mouth of the Sissiboo, called 'Veymouth; the 
situation is peculiarly pleasing, anu three are a number of respectable 
inhabitants, whose farms arc in a good state of cultivation. 

The township of Clare, incluuing the settlement of New Eclinhurgh, 
lies between Digby ancl Yarmouth, in Shelburne county. It is almost 
exclusively settled by Acadians. the descendants of t!lOse who wete ex
pelled from this province in 1.755. and allowed to "retunl after the pence 
of 1763; and here those people preserve their .distinctive charnc~er and 
customs more especially than any where else in Nova Scotia. This town

.ship is in a flourishing condition. Farming, lumber, and the fishery are 
industriously and extensively carried on. ~rhere are several small vessels 
owned by the inhabitants i they have erected between thirty and forty 
saw.mills and several grist mills. The whole to.wnsbip fornll one parish, 
and contains bvo Roman catholic chapels, ~ne of which is a vfry spadous. 
handsome place of worship. 
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The \hree towns~ips which compose the western district of this 
couniy h~ve' not the same advantages of salt-marsp and intervals ·whicl. 
the other districts possess: but the uplaud is in general good, the pasture • 
ablJndant and sweet, the timber of the best quality, and the fishery most 
valuable. Much of this tract of country remains as yet uncultivated, 
but is not of a quality to invite strangers to settle in it, however advan-

• 
tageous it mal he for the increasipg resident popt;lution. 

The I)8vigation of the Day of Fuudy has been represented as difficult 
and dangerous~' but the experience of years has proved the reverse : for 
in fact fewer vessels ha\rc been"lost in it than in any other equal portion of 
the seas of North America. TIw tide ri~s to a great height. sOJUetimes . . 
seventy feet, in· the bay, and it flows with great rapidity. running at the 
entrance at the rate of a.bout three miles an hour, and increasing as it ad
vances to more Uum seven. and at length rushing with impetuosity into 
the Minas HasHI,.and Chignecto .Bay. This risc and flow of the tide 
considerably aids. tIle llavigation bOtll in and out of the bay. On the 

• 
Nova Scotia side there are f~v or no ports from Minns Basin to Anna-
polis; but from th~llce to the entrance, and round to the Atlantic, there 
are several places affording anchorabre and shelter. 

The population of the county of Annapolis was, in the year 18l1. 
:-817 souls. 'rbe census of 1827 gave the population. live st~ck. and 
agn!ultural produce as follows. 

I.ive lS~k . 

!i 
Prod". 

l!l . _-
-~-~ . 

~J I }' }ti II ... ~ ~ 

t .~ , " o . 
• . .; '< '~Q .~ 

• ~~ < • ~~ 
, . 

= w w 8 ~. ~~ ~= 

-

--- - - -
Alln\)poli. Townehip . 2.578 3i4 2,713 8':H5 1,291 4,756 1,225 65,415 7!J70 5,182 
Granville ditto. . 5l,526 ,.,. 2.7!11l 9,767 ),194 4.200 1,714 54.699 ~4,1~ 4:; Wilmot ditto 2 .... "... ~,4.'J5 4,173 1.321 6,190 1.700 49,816 5,456 4.6 
Clement. ditto J ,6Il 153 1.400 2.2110 614 2,649 467 ".630 • .M'/ i,o.,)l 
Digby mttB -3,814 216 2,799 5.606 1.037 2."" 196 78.688 4,()6.1j 8.632 
Clue ditto . 2.038 1 76 1.736 2.892 1,314 2,885 29 104.,250 9,097 2,690 ---- - - -
.!~~ AnnlllOli. oounty 14,001 1,361 18.87\! ~7.042 •• sot 112.17' .41 • ~5,<78 26.309 J,049 
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COUNTY OF SHELBURNE. 

This county is bounded on the north by Annapolis cQunty. on the 
ellSt by Queen's county, and on the south and west b)' the AtlantiC' 
ocean. It contains four town sllips-~helburne, Barringtoo, Argyle, and 
Yannouth* and returns five members to the House of Ass~mbly. viz. 
two for -ehe county, and one each ¥>T the to'Wnship~ of She1hurnc, Barring

ton, and Yannouth. · The 'whole of tht".interior of thi::l county remains. 
with f<!IN exceptions. in a wirderncss state. In some :r1accfi ' it is well 
wooded, and, the SlJil of u good quality . . The whole populatio,n is settled 
on the sea coast. where the best land is f(lund. 

Shelhurne township li(~s between Port Hibbert, on the boundary of 
th~ Queen's county, and the river Ctyde. It was, g·r~ted in 17640 to 
COlonel M'N utt, a spirited adventur~r from the nort'l of Ir,eland, wilO, 
with his associates, obtainro a grant of o"~ million ncr('S Cn the province, 
to be selected where he chose. He selected 100,000 in this township; 
but having failed to fulfil thc condition of the grant. it became forfeit~d. 

It W&6 subsequently settled by American loyalists, 500 families of whom 
arrived here in 1783, and the llumber was subsequcntly very much in
creased. They erected the extensive town of Shelburne. on the harbour 

• 
of that name. 'fhis town llrose with tlstonishing rapidity. and in the 
course of a year its population was not less than 12,000. Its decline 
was almost as rapid: owing to many and insurmountable (.'ombilli~lg cir
CUmstances, it began immediately to decay, und no,w m in a most deserted 
and dilapidated statr. The harbour of Shelburne is esteemed one of tht· 
best i:n America; it i8 twelve miles in length, easy of access. and-perfectly 
secure, affording anchol1lgefor ships of the heaviest burthen. On M'Nutt's 
Island, situate at the entrance ofthe harbour, stands a ~ight-house, in lat. 
,SO 4p' and longitude 65u 8' we!it from Greenwich. The lantern is 125 
,feet a1?:ovt> the sea, nnd haa been lately filled with Al'gand lamps, which 
~'bE: seen at thirty miles distance. It is in every respect sfmilar to 
to the light-house at Halifax, lyith the exception of showing 8,ll inter-
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mediate 1\gilt about baH way from the lantern to the base.. Tb~ river 
Clyde riseR ~pwards of forty miles in the interior/ in an extensive chain 
of lakes, and at its junction with the sea forms two harbQurs. ('''dlled Cape 
Nebro Harbours. It is said to be one of the most beautiful rivers in 

• 
Nova Scotia... The lands surrounding the lakes and head of this river 
.abound with valuable timber. 

BarringtQ1l township lies betWEen Shel~urne anuArgyle, and includes 
Cape Sable IsI,and. It was brranted in i760 to 200 proprietors from New 
England. It contains ,IOO,OOO acres, a great part of which is barren and 
bog. '1'he soil is rocky and st~bborn; but in several places, 'when w.ell 

tilled and IDI1IlUrro, yields abundant crops. particularly of gra~. The 
climate is mm!h'milder than in the more eastern districts of the province • 

• 
alld fog prevails in JUDe, July, and August. It was nriginally inhabited 
by the Acadians. The principal occupation of' the inhabitants is the 
Shore and J.aDnidor fishery, wll1ch yields latge quantities of fish for 
export to the "r~st lndit!s. In front of this township is Sable Island. 
Another isiand'forms Cape Sable, t'he most southern point of Nova Scotia.. 
Barrington Harbour is shoal, but safe aud convCllient for small vessels: 
nt the head of it is the inconsiderable village of Uarringtoll, The inha~ 
,bitants of tIle township are scattered along its coast. the better ~o take 
advantage of the fishery. 

Argyle township lies between Barrington and Yarmouth, and is 
• b(Y.mded on the south and west by the sen. It includes all the i81ands 

in frollt of it, and ('Ontain!! about 120,000 acr~s. It contains some ex~ 
tensive marshes, which, aldlOUgh not so valuable as those on the Minas 
Basin, afford seve&al good situations for farming. The Uplalld is ge
nerally stony and producth'e, but requires good tillage; the climate is 
temperate, v.arying from zero to eighty: the meat', about forty..eight. 
Apples. plums, and clJerries succeed well; and pears, peaches. and melons 
ripen. The production of potatoes and grass. rearing cattle, and making 
cheese and butter. are more attended to than the culture of grai~.. At 
the mouth of the Tusket river there are about 800 islands, called the 
'fuske\s, many of which are well cultivated, and afford shelter and an· 
chorage. for small ve.sels. The river Tusket is nawgable for boat. thirty ... 


