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P R E F A C E

R. DaLrymere, in one of his Pamphlets relating to

Hudfon’s Bay, has been fo very particular in his ob-
fervations on my Journey, as to remark, that I have not
explained the conftru@ion of the Quadrant which I had
the misfortune to break in my fecond Journey to the
North. It was a Hadley’s Quadrant, with a bubble at-
tached to it for an horizon, and made by Daniel Scatlif of
Wapping. But as no inftrument on the fame principle
could be procured when I was fetting out on my laft
Journey, an old Elton’s Quadrant, which had been upwards
of thirty years at the Fort, was the only inftrument I
could them be provided with, in any refpe& proper for
making obfervations with an the land.

‘Mr. Dalrymple alfo obferves, that I only inferted in my
laft Journal to the Company, one obfervation for the lati-
tude, which may be true; but I had, neverthelefs, feveral
others during that Journey, particularly -at Snow-bird
Lake, T helwey-aza-yeth, and Clowey, exclufive of that
mentioned in the Journal taken at Conge-cathawha-
chaga. . But when I was on that Journey, and for feveral

years
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years after, I little thought that any remarks made in it
would ever have attracted the notice of the Public: if I
had, greater pains might and would have been taken to
render it more worthy of their attention than it now is.
At that time my ideas and ambition extended no farther
than to give my employersifuch an account of my pro-
ceedings as might be fatisfa&ory to them, and anfwer the
purpofe which they had in view ; little thinking it would
ever come under the infpeétion of fo ingenious and inde-
fatigable a geographer as Mr. Dalrymple muft be allowed
to be. But as the cafe has turned out otherwife, I have
at my leifure hours recopied all my Journals into one
book, and in fome inftances added to the remarks I had
before made; not fo much for the information of thofe
who are critics'in geography, as for the amufement of can-
did and indulgent readers, who may perhaps feel them-
felves in fome meafure gratified, by having the face of a
country brought to their view, which has hitherto been
entirely unknown to every European except myfelf. Nor
will, I flatter myfelf 4 dcfcnptmn of the modes of living,
manners, and cuftoms of the natives, (which, though long
known, have nevér been defcnbed,} be lefs acceptable to

the curious.

I cannnot help obfc:rvmg, that I feel myl't:lf rather hure.
at Mr. Dalryrnplc s rejecting my latitude in fo peremptory
a manner, and in {o great a proportion, as he has done;
becaufe, before I arrived at Cangbt:athawhachaga, the

Sun
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Sun did not fet during the whole night: a proof that I
was then to the Northward of the Ar&ic Circle. I may
be allowed to add, that when I was at the Copper
River, on the eighteenth of July, the Sun’s declination
was but 21° aad yet it. was certainly fome hei ht above
the hormon at midnight; hgw much, .as.1 dld not zhen
remark, I will not zow take upon me to fay; but it proves
that the latitude was. confiderably mare than Mr. Dal-
rymple will admit of. His affertion, that no grafs is to
be found on the {rocky) coaft of Greenland farther North
than the latitude of 65° is no proof there thould not. be
any in a much h:gher latitude in the interior parts of North
America. For, in the firft place, 1 think it is more than
probable, that the Copper River empties itfelf into a fort of
inland Sea, or-extenfive Bay, fomewhat like that of Hud-
fon’s: and it is well known that.no part of the coaft of”
Hudfon's Straits, nor thofe of Ldbradore _at leaft for fome
degrees South of them, any more than the Eaft coaft of
Hudfon’ s Bay, till we arrive near Whale vaer, have any
trees on. them ; while the Weft coaft of the Bay in the
fame latltudes, is well clothed with timber. Where then
is the ground for Iuch an aflertion ? H.a,d Mr. Dalrymple
confidered this circiimftance only, I flatter myfelf he would
not {o haftily have objeced to woods and grafs being feen
in fimilar {ituations, though in a much higher latitude.
Nc:thcr can the reafoning which Mr, Dalrymplc derives from
the error 1 comnuttca An eﬁlmaung the diftance. to Cum-
berland Houfe,:. -any way affed the queftion ‘under con-

a2 .. ~ fideration ;



P R E F A C E

fideration ; becaufe that diftance being chiefly in longitude,
I had no means of corre&ing it by an obfervation, which
was not the cale here.

I donot by any means wifh to enter into a difpute with,
or incur the difpleafure of Mr. Dah'ymple but thmkmg,
as I do, that I have not been' treated in fo liberal a manner
as I cught to have becn, he will excufe me for endeavour-
ing to convince: the Public that his objections are in a great
meafure without foundation. And having done {o, I fhall
quit the difagreeable fubjet with declaring, that if any
part of the following fheets fhould afford amufement to
Mr. Dalrymple, or any ather of my readers, it will be the
higheft gratification I can receive, and the only recompence
I defire to obtain for the hardfhips and fatigue which I un-

'derwent in procuring the information contained in them.

Being well affured that feveral learmed and curious
gentlemen are in poffeflion of manufcript copies of, or
extra&s from, my Journals, as well as copies of the Charts,
I have been induced to make this copy as correct as pof-
fible, and to publifh it; efpecially as I obferve that
fcarcely any two of the publications that contain extrads
from my Journals, agree in the dates whén I arrived at, or
departed from, pasticular places. To re@ify thofe dif-
agreements 1 applied to the Governor and Commiittee of
the Hudfon’s-Bay Company, for leaye o perufe my. original
Journals. Th.ls was granted. Wl'l:h*thﬂ greateft affability

and
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and politenefs ; as well as a fight of all my Charts relative
to this Journey.  With-this affiftance I have been énabled
to reify fome inaccuracies that had, by trufting too much
to memory, crept into this copy; and I now offer it to
the Public under authentf¢ dates and the beft authorities,
however widely fome publicatibns may differ from it.

I have taken the liberty to expunge fome paffages which
were inferted in ‘the original copy, as being no ways
interefting to the Public, and feveral others have under-

gone great alterations;* fo that, in fa&, the whole may

be faid to be’ ncw-mddcﬂed by being blended with a va-
riety of Remarks and Notes that were not inferted in the

original copy, but which'my long refidenice in the ‘country
has enabled me to add.

The account of the principal quadrupeds and birds that
frequent thofe Northern regions in Summer, as well as
thofe which never migrate, though not defcribed in a fci-
entific manner, may not be entirely unacceptable to the
moft fcientific’ zoologifts ;«and to thofe who are unac-
quainted with the technical terms ufed in zoology, it ﬁ'la;y
perhaps be more tifeful and entertaining, than.if I had de-
fcribed them in the moft claffical manner. But I muft
not conclude this Preface, without acknowledging, in
the ‘moft ample manner, the affiftance I have received
from the perufal of Mr. Pennant’s Ar&ic Zoolégy s which
has enabled me to give feveral of the birds their proper

names ;

»
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names ; for thofe by which they are known in Hudfon’s
Bay are purely Indian, and of courfe quite unknewn to
every European who has not refided in that country.

To conclude, I cannet fuffigiently regret the lofs of a
confiderable Vocabulary of the Northern Indian Language,
containing fixteen foho pagcs, which was lent to the:late
Mr. Hutchins, then Correlponding Secretary to the Com-
pany, to copy. for Captain Duncan, when he went on
difcoveries to Hudfon’s Bay in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and ninety. But Mr. Hutchins dying foon
after, the Vocabulary was taken away with the reft of his
effets, and cannot now be recovered ; and memory, at
this time, will by no means fervg to replace it.

C O N-
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J¥TrODUCTION. Page xxi

C HAUP L

Tranfaions from my leaving Prince of Wales's Fart on my firfi Expe-
a'mwz, till our Arrival theré again.

Set off from the Fert; arrive at Po-co-thee-kif-co River.—One of the
Northern Indians deferesi«-Crofs Seal River, and walk on the barren
grounds.—Receive wrong information concerning the diftance of the woods.
—Weather begins to be very cold, provifions all expended, and ncthing
to be got.—Strike to the Weftward, arrive at the woods, and kill three
deer.—Sct forward in the North Weft quagter, fee the tracks of mufk-oxen.
and deer, but killed none,—Very fhort of provifions.~~Chawchinahaw wants
us to return.=-Neither he nor his crew contribute to our maintenance.—He
influences feveral of the Indians to defert.—~Chawchinahaw and all his crew
leave us.—Begin our return to the Factory; kill » few partridges, the firft
meal we had had for feveral days.—Villany of one of the home Indians and
his wife, who was a Northern Indian woman.— Arrive at Seal River, kill
two deer ; partridges plenty.—~Meet a ftrange Northern kndian, accompany
him to his tent, ufage received there; my Indians afift in killing fome
beaver.—Proceed toward*home, and arrive at the Fort.

G H A P.. IL

Tranfaéiions from our Arrival at the Faclory, to my leaving it again,
and during the Firfl Part of my Second Fourney, till I bad the mif-
fortune to break the Quadrant.

Tranfa&mns atthe F a&ory. —Proceed on my fecond journey. —Arrive at Seal
River.—Deer plentiful for fome time.—Method of angling fith under the ice.
—Set our fithing-nets.—Method of fetting nets under the ice.—~My guide

propoles.
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propofes to itay till the geefe fhould begin to fly; his reafons accepted.—
Pitch our tent in the beft-manner.——~Method of pntchmg a tent in'Winter.—
Fifh plentiful for fome time ; grow very fcarce ; ingreat want of provifions.

—Manner of employing my time.—My guide killed two deer.—Move to
the place they were lying at ;. there kill feveral more deer, and three beavers.
—Soon in want of provifions again.—Many Indians join us from the Weft-
ward.~—We begin to move towards the barren ground.—Arrive at She-than-
nce, there fuffer grear diftrefs for want of provifions.—Indians kill two fwans
and diree geefe.—Geefe and other birds of paflage plenciful.—Leave She-
than-nee, anfl arrive at Beralzone.—One of my companions guns burfts, and
fhatters his left hand,~+Lcave Beralzone, and get on the barren ground, clear
of all woods.—Throw away our fledges and fnow fhoes.—Each perfon takes
a load on his back ; my part of the luggage.—Expofed to many hardfhips.—
Several days without viGtuals.—Indians kill three mufk-oxen, but for want
of fire are obliged to eat the meat raw.~~Fine weather returns; make a fire;
effeéts of long fafting; ftay a day or two to dry fome meat in the Sun.—
Proceed to the Northward, and arrrive at Cathawhachaga ; there find fome
tents of Indians.—A, Northern Leader called Keelfhies meets us; fend a letter
by him to the Governor.—Tranfattions at Cathawhachaga ; leave it and pro-
ceed to the Northward.~—Neet feveral Indians.—My guide not willing to
proceed ; his reafons for it—Many more Indians join us.—Arrive at Doo-
Bant Whoie River.~~Manner of ferrying over rivers in the Northern Indian
canoes.—No rivers in thofe parts in a ufeful direction for the natives.—IHad
nearly loft the quadrant and all the powder.—~Some refleions on our fitua-
tion, and coendu&. of the Indians~Find the quadrant, and part of the
powder. —~Obferve, for the Lntude.~~Quadrant broke.—Refolve to return
again to the Fattory. Page 11

C H A P 1L

Tranfattions from the Time the Quadrant was broken, till I arrived at

the Faltory.

Several ftrange Indians join us from the Northward.—They platider me of all

I had; but did not plunder the Southern Indians.—My guide plundemd.....
We begin oiir, return to_the Faflory.<-Meet with other Indians, who join

our company e Colle&t dccr—fkms for clothing, but ‘could net get them
drefled.
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dreffed.—Suffer much hardfhip from the want of tents and warm clothing.—
Moft of the Indians leave us.—~Mecet with Matonabbee.—Some account of
him, and his behaviour to me and the Southern Indians.—We remain in his
company {fome time.—His obfervations on my two unfuccefsful attempts.—
We leave him, and proceed to a place to which he dire&ed us, in order to
make fnow-fhoes and fledges.— Join Matonabbee again, and proceed towards
the Fadory.in his company.—Ammunition runs fhort.—~Myfelf and four
Indians fet off poft for the Fa&tory.—Muth bewildered in a fnow ftorm ; my
dogisfrozen to death; we lic in a buth of willows.—Proceed onour journey.——
Great difficulty in croffing 2 jumble of rocks.—Arrive &t the Fort.  Page 47

CH AP IV.

Tranfattions during our Stay at Prince of Wales’s Fort, and the former
Part of our third Expedition, till our Arrival at G'Zowcy, where we

built Canoes, in May 1771.

Preparations for our departure.~~Refule to take any of the home-guard Indians
with me.—By fo doing, I offend the Governor.—Leave the Fort a tnird
time.——~My inftructions on this expedition.—Provifions of all kinds very
fcarce.—Arrive at the woods, where we Kill fome deer.—Arrive at Ifland
Lake.—Matonabbee taken ill. —Some remarks thereon.— Join the remainder
of ghe Indians’ families.~—Leave Ifland Lake.—Defcripion thereof.—Deer
plentiful. —Meet a ftrange Indian.~—Alter our courfe from Weft North Weft
to Weft by South.«~Crofs Cathawhachage River, Cofied Lake, Snow-Bird
Lake, and Pike Lake.—Arrive at a tent of ftrangers, who are employed in
fnaring deer in a pound.—Defeription of a pound.—Method of proceedi-
ing.—Remarks thereon.~~Praceed on our journey.-—Meet with feveral
parties of Indians; by one of whom I fenta letter to the Governor at Prince
of Wales’s Fort.—Arrive at Thleweyazayeth.—Employment there.—Pro-
ceed to the Noyth North Weft and North.— Arrive at Clowey.—One of the
Indian’s wives taken in labour.—~Remarks thereon.—Cuftoms obferved by

the Northern Indians on thofe occafions. - - - 6o

CHAP
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CHAUP V.

Tranfactions at Clowey, and on' our Yourney, till our Arrival at the
Copper-mine River.

Several ftrange Indians join us. — Indians cmployed in building canoes; defcrip~
tion and ufe of them.——More Indins join us, to the amouat of fome hun-
dreds.—Leave Clowey.—Receive ' intelligence that Keelfhies was near us.—
Two young men dlfpatchcd for my letters and goods.~—Arrive at Pefhew
Lake; crofs part of ir,’and make a iargc ‘fmoke. —One of Matonabbee’s
wives elopes.—Some rematks on‘the natives.—Keelfhies joins us, and de-
livers my letters, but the goods were all expended.—A Northern Indian
withes to take one of Matonabbee’s wives from him ; matters compromifed,
but had like to have proved faral to my progroi"s ~—Crofs Pethew Lake, when
I make proper arrangements for the remuinder of my journey.—Many In-
dizns join our party, in order to make war on-the Efquimaux at the Copper
River.——Preparations made for that purpofe while at Clowey.—Proceed on
our journey:to the North —~Some remarks on the way.—Crofs Cogead Lake
on the ice.—The fun did'not fet.—Arrive at Congecathawhachaga.—Find
feveral Copper Indians there.—Remarks and tranfactions during our ftay at
Congecathawhachaga. —Proceed on our Jjourney.——Weather very bad.—Ar-
rive at the Stoney Mousitainsi=-Soffi¢ account of them.—Crofs part of Buf-
falo Lake on the ice.—~Saw many mufk-oxep.—Defcription of them.—Went
with fone Indians to view Grizzhe-bear Hill.—Join a ftrange Notthern In-
dian Leader, called:Ofye, in company with fothe Ccppcr ,Indlms.—-'ﬁwr
behaviour th me.swAsrive st the Copper-mine River.” ‘Page 95

¢ H A P.. VL

Tranfastions at rb: Wm& River, and till we joined aff the Women.
A0 the South of Cogead Laké:

Some Copper Tndisgs Jain us,~Indians fend three ﬂnee dam tie. siver, ~Be
gin my furvey -q&pki return, and giye an gecourt, ﬁﬁ,ﬁa& m Jnf‘ Efgu-. :
maux.~—Indians Confult the beft rnc:hoﬂ ta feal on xhcm An djc mgl\;, and’

~kitk




CONTENT S

kill them while afleep.—Crofs the river.—Proceedings of the Indians as thiey
advance towards the Efquimaux tents.—The Indians begin the maflacre
while the poor Efquimaux are afleep, and flay them all.—Much affeted at
the fight of one young woman killed clofe to my feet.~~The behaviour of
the Indians on this occalion.—Their brutith treatment of the dead bodies.—
Seven more tents feen on the 0ppnﬁtc fide of the river.—The Indians harafs
them, till they fly toa fhoal in the river for fafety — Behaviour of the In- -
dians after killing thofe Efquimaux,—Clofs the river, and proceed ‘to the
tents on that fide ~=Plunder thcu' tents, @and deftroy their utenlils.—Continue
my furvey to the river’s mouth ~—~Remarks there.—Set out on my return.—
Arrive at one of the Copper-mines.—Remarks on it.—-Many attempts made
to induce-the C0ppcr Indians to carry their own goods to market,—Obftacles
to it.—Villany and cruelty of Keclthies to fome of thofe poor Indians.—
I eave the Copper-miine, and walk at an amazing rate till we join the women,
by the fide of Cogead Whoie.—Much foot-foundered.~—The appearance
very alarmmg, but foon ;ha'igcs for the better.~Proceed to the Southward,
and join the remainder of the women and children.—Many -other Indians
arrive with them- z’ - - - Page 145

C' H A PR VIL

Remarks from the T mxc r.be Women _;amed us tdl our Arrival at the
- Athapafeorw Lake.

Several of the Indians fick.~—Method ufed by the conjurers to relicve one man,
who recovers.—Matonabbee and his erew: proceed’ to ‘the ‘South Weft. —
Maftof the. gth@r Indidns feparate, and g0 theit refpective ways, “Pafs by
White Stone Lake.—Many ‘deer killed mertiy “for “their-fkins.~~Retnarks
therean, and on the dccr, ml‘pe&mg feafons and places——Arrive-at Point
Lake.—~One of the Indian’s wives being fick, is left behind, to perifh above-
ground.—Weather very bad, but deer plenty.—Stay -fome time at Point
Lake to dry meat, &c.~Winter fet in, -—Supcr&mot:s cuftoms obferved by
my. companions, after they had killed the Erqmam’%at Copper River,.—
A ‘violent gale of wind. averfets Ay, tent and. breéaks my quadrant. —Some
Copper and Dog- ribbéd Indians join us.—Indians propofe to 8ot the Atha-
pufcow unnw to kill moofe.—~Leave Point Lake, and arrive at 1hc wood’s
cdge@-.&mm wt Anawd Lake, —T ranfaltions there. —Remarkable inftance
of a,mmbgmg cured of the pally by the conurers.—Leave Anawd Lake.
—-Arrive at the great Athapulcow Lake, - - i 18g
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C HAUPDL VIIIL

Tranfallions and Remarks from our Arrival on the South Side of the

Athapufeore Lake, till our Arrival at Prince of Wales's Fort on
Churchill River.

Crofs the Athapufcow Lake.—Defeription of it and its-productions, as far as

could he difcovered in Wiater, 'when the fnow was on the ground.—Fifh
found in the lake.—~Defcription of the buffalo ;=~of the moofe or elk, and
the method of drefling their (kins,—Find a woman alone that had not feen a
human face for more than feven months.—~Her account how fhe came to be
in that fituation ; and her curious method of procuring a livelihood.——Maiy
of my Indians wreftled for her.—Arrive at the great Athapufcow River.—
Walk along the fide of the River for feveral days, and then flrike off to the
Eaftward.—Difficulty in getting through the woods in many places.—
Meet with fome ftrange Northesn Indians on their return from the Fort.—
Meet more ftrangers, whom my companions plundered, and from whom they
took one of their young women.—Curious manner of life which thofe firangers
Jead, and the reafon they gave for roving fo far from their ufual refidence.—
Leave the fine level country of the Arthapufcows, andarrive at the Stony Hills
of the Northern Indian Country.—Meet fome firange Northern Indians,
one of whom carried a letter for me to Prince of Wales’s Fort in March one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, and now gave me an anfwer to it,
dated twentieth of June following.—-Indians begin preparing wood-work and
birch-rind for canoes.~—The cquinoctial gale very fevere,~<Indian method of
running ‘the riosfe ‘deer down by fpeed of footi— Arrival at Theeleyaza
River.=-S¢e fome (’trangcss.—-‘l“lw ‘brastality of, my companions.~A tre-
mendous gale and fow. drift.—Mget with more ftrangers ;~—remarks on it.—
Leave all the eldesiy people and children, and proceed direly to the Fort—
Stop to build m:,. md -thcn advance.—Several of the Indians die through
hunger; and'many 64 sre obliged to-decline the gotm;ﬂnwmof M-

-munmon.--A'm%rm and inuadation, that ﬁmed us to.the top of 2

high hill, where we fuffered great diftref§ for mm: tlwa two days.~ Kill fe-
veral deer.—The Indians method of prefervmgﬂil‘ fidth Withont the affiftance
of falt.~See fevezal Indians that were going to Kedpp's Bayi—mGartie of all

kinds remackably plentiful.—Asrive at the Factory Page 247
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C HAP IX.

o fbort Defeription of the Northern Indsans, alfo a farther Account of
their Cauntry, Manyfaétures, Cuffoms, &c.

An account of-the’ perfons and tempers of ghe Northern Indians.—They poffefs
a great deal of art and cunning.—Are* very guilty of fraud when in ‘their
power, and generally exaét more for their furrs than any other tribe of In-
dians.—Always dlﬂ‘ansncd, yet have their good qualitics.—The men .in ge-
neral jealous of their wives.—Their marriagcs ~Girls always betrothed
when children, and their reafons for it.—Great care and conﬁnemcnt of
young girls from the age of eight or nine years.==Divorces common among

thofe people ~—The women are lefs prolific than in warmer countries.—Re-
markable plccccf fuperftition obfesved by the women at particular periods.—
Their art in makiag it an excufe for a temporary feparation from their huf~
bands on any little quarrel.—Reckoned very unclean on thofe occafions.—
The Northcrn Indla.ns frcqucmly, for the want of firing, are obhgcd to eat
their meat raw.—Some through neceflity obliged to boil it in veffels made of
the rind of the birch-tree.—A remarkable dith among thofe people.—The
young animals always cut out of their dams eaten, and accounted a great
delicacy. —-The parts of gcncranon of all animals eat by the men and boys.—
Manner of" paﬁ' ng their time,. and method of killing deer in Summer with
bows. and arro‘ws —Their tents, dogs, fledges, &'c~—Snow-fhoes,—Their
part:allty 10 domeflic vermin.—Utmoft extent of the Northern Indian
country. —-Faq_c of the country. -—bpccws of fifh.—A peculiar kind of mofs
ufeful for the :fuppcm of man~—~Northern Indian method of cztchmg fith,

either with hooks or. ncts.-—Ce[cmony obferyed when. two parties of thofe
people meet.—Diverfibas i common ufe.—A fingular diforder which
attacks fome af thole pcoplc —’I‘hcir fuperi’cmon with. refpect to the death
of their f'mcnds.-Ccrcmnny obferved on thofe . gccafions.—Their ideas of
the firft inhabitants of thp world.—No form of n:]gglon among ! \'.hc.m —Re-
marks on that c1rcumftaqcc —The extreme m;ﬁ::y t0 which old age is ex-
pofed.—Tlhieir oplmtm of the Murora Borealis, ¢5¢c.~Same gecount of Ma-
tonabbee; and his fcrwcgs to_his country, as well as to thc Hudfon’s Bay
CW&DY& fngc 304
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CHAWUP X.

An Account of the principal %adnzpcdé found in the Northern Parts of Hud -

fon’s Bay. The Buffalo, Moofe, Mufk-ox, Deer, and Bcavcr —A ca-
pital Miftake cleared up refpe&ing the We-was-kifh.

Animals with Canine Teeth.——The Wolf—Foxes of various colours—
Lynx, or Wild Cat— Polar, or ®hite Bear—Black Bear—Brown Bear—
Wolverene~-Otte: r——Jackth-—Wq)ack——Skunk-Pme Martm—-hrmmc, or
Stote,

Ammals wuh Cumng ’I‘ccth -—--Thé Mufk Beaver=Porcupiné—Va-

- rymg Hare—~American Hare—Common Squirrel—Ground Squirrel—Mice

of various Kinds, and the Caftor Beaver.

The Pinnated andrupcds with fin-like Feet, found in Hudfon’s Bay,
are but three in number, viz. the Warlus, or Sca-Horfe—~Seal—and Sca-
Unicorn.

The Species of Fifh found in the Salt Water of Fludfon's Bay are alfo few in

number; being the Blaék ‘Whale—White 'Whale-~Salmon—and Kepling.
Shell-fith, and empty Shells of feveral kinds, found on the Sea Coaft
rear Churchill chr

- Frogs of various fizes and colcmrs ; alfo a great vanety of Grubbs, and other

Infects, always found ina frozen fate during Winter, but when expofed to
the heat of a flow fire, are foon re-animated.

An Account”of fome of the’ principal Birds foupd in, the N orl:hcm Parts of

Hudfon's Bay; ‘as well ‘thofe ' that only migrate there in Sumther, as thofe
that are kifiown to brave the coldeft Wintergze—Eagles of -various kinds ~—
Hawks of: various fizes and plumage——White or Snowy. Owl—Gray or
mottled Owle—Cob-a-dee-cooch—Raven—Cinerious Crows=Wood Pecker
—Ruffed Grou&-—l’hcaﬁm—-Wood Partridge— Willow Partrtdgc-—Rock
Parrrxdgc-sl’lgm tﬁ brealted Thrufh-—-Gmﬂ:mk-d-Smw Bunting—
White-crowned ‘Bunting=~Lapland Finch, two' forts—Lark—Titmoufe—
Snallow—-Mamn-ﬁoppmg Crane—Brown Critne— Bitron—Carlow, two
forts— Jack SniptmeRed Godwart—Plover—Black Gxﬂkmﬁo—ﬂenhern
Diver—Black- thidated Diver—Redithroated ‘Diver-~White 1 '

Gull—Black-head~=Pelican—Goofinder—Swans of two fpccncsu-Comman

Grey
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Grey Goofe—Canada Goofe—White or Snow Goofe—Blue Goofe—Horned
Wavy—Laughing Goofe—Barren Goofe—Brent Goofe—Dunter Goofe—
Bean Goofe. - = - st
The fpecxcs of Wztcr-l“owl ufually ca.llcd Duck, that refort to thofe Parts
annually, are in great variety; but thofe that are moft efteemed are, the
Mallard Duck—Long-tailed Duck—-Wigeon—-and Teal.

©f the Vegetable Produétions as far North : 28 Churchill River, particularly the

moft ufeful ; fuch as the Berry-bearing Buﬂ:cs, &', Goofeberry—Cran-
berry—Heathberryw=Dewatcr-berry—Black Currans— Juniper-berry—Par-
tridge-berry—Strawberry—Eye-berry—~Blue-berry=—and a {mall fpecies of
Hips.

Burridge, Coltsfooi-—Sorrclt-Dandellon.

Wifh-a-capucca— Jackafhey- puck-—Mofs of various forts—Grafs of fe-
veral kinds—and Vetches.

The Trees found fu?'fa:_'North' near the Sea, mnﬁﬁ only of PineseJuni-
per—Small Poplar—Bufh-willows——and Crecping Birch. Page 358
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INTRODUCTION.

Jor many years it was the opinion of all ranks of

people, that the Hudfon’s Bay Company were averfe to
making difcoveries of every kind; and being content
with the profits of their fmall capital, as it was then
called, did not want to increafe their trade. ~What
might have been the ideas of former members of the Com-
pany refpeing the firft part of thefe charges I cannot fay,
but I am well affured that they, as well as the prefent
members, have always been ready to embrace every plau-
fible plan for extending the trade. As a proof of this
affertion, I need only mention the vaft fums of money
which they have expended at different times in endeavour-
ing to cﬁabhﬂi fifheries, though without fuccefs: and
the followinig Journey, together with the various attempts
made by Beah, Chriftopher, Johnfton, and Duncan, to
find a North Weft pafiage, are recent proofs that the pre-
fent members are as defirous of making difcoverics, as they
are of extending their trade.

That air of myftery, and affc&ation of fecrecy, perhaps,
which formerly attended fome of the Company’s proceed-
ings in the Bay, might give rife to thofe conje@ures; and
the unfounded aflertions and unjuft afperfions of Dobbs,

Ellis,



ERRA T A

Page 68 line ¥6, for no read on.
79 —— ult, for poleos read polcs,
By ~—— 22, dele we.
111 =12, for Athapu{co read Athapulcow.
203 = 1, far North Weft read South Welt



INTRODUCTION.

For many years it was the opinion of all ranks of

people, that the Hudfon’s Bay Company were averfe to
making difcoveries of every kind; and being content
with the profits of their fmall capital, as it was then
called, did not want to increafe their trade. @ What
might have been the ideas of former members of the Com-
pany refpecing the firft part of thefe charges I cannot fay,
but I am well affured that they, as well as the prefent
members, have always been ready to embrace cvery piau-
fible plan for extending the trade. As a proof of this
affertion, I need only mention the vaft fums of money
which they have expended at different times in endeavour-
ing to eftablith fitheries, though without fuccefs: and
the followitig Journey, together with the various attempts
made by Bean, Chriftopher, Johnfton, and Duacan, to
find a North Weft paﬂ’agé:, are recent proofs that the pre-
fent members are as defirous of making difcoveries, as they
are of extending their trade.

That air of myftery, and affc&ation of fecrecy, perhaps,
which fortnerly attended fome of the Company’s proceed-
ings in the Bay, might give rife to thofe cohjectures; and
the unfounded affertions and unjuft afperfions of Dobbs,

Ellis,
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Ellis, Robfon, Dragge, and the Amecrican Traveller, the
only Authors that have written on Hudfon’s Bay, and who
have all, from motives of intereft or revenge, taken a
particular pleafure in arraigning the condué of the Com-
pany, without having any real knowledge of their pro-
ceedings, or any experiendz in their fervice, on which to
found their charges, muft have cantributed to confirm the
public in that opinion. Moft of thofe Writers, however,
advance fuch notorious abfurdities, that none except thofe
who are already prejudiced againft the Company can give

them credit

Robfon, from his fix years refidence in Hud{on’s Bay and
in the Company’s fervice, might naturally have been fup-
pofed to know fomething of the climate and {oil immediately
round the Factories at which he refided ; but the whole of
his book is evidently written with p:eju‘dice, and . di&ated
by a {pirit of sevenge, becanfe his romantic. and incon-
fiftent fchemes were rejected by the ompany,: Befides,
it is wejl kmown that Rabfon was.no more than a tool in
the hand of Mr. Dobbs.

Thé American Traveller, though a more elegant writer,
has ftill lefs claim to our indulgence, as his affertions are

# Since the above was written, 2 Mr. Umfreville has pubhihgd an account
of Hudfon's Bay, wjth the fame ill-nature as the former Authors; and for no
other reafon than that of being difappointed in fucceeding to a command in
the Bay, though there was no vacancy for him,

a greater
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a greater tax on our credulity. His faying that he dil-
covered feveral large lumps of the fineft virgin copper *, i
fuch a palpable falfchood that it needs no refutation. No
man, cither Englifh or Indian, ever found a bit of eopper
in that country to the South of the feventy-firlt degree of
latitude, unlefs it had been actaduntally dropped by fome
of the far Northern Indians §n their way to the Com-
pany’s Faltory. '

The natives who range over, rather than inhabit, the
Jarge track of land which lies to the North of Churchill
River, having repeatedly brought famples of copper to the
Company’s Fadtory, many of our people conje@ured that
it was fountd not far from our fettlemernts ; and as the In-
dians informed -them. that the mines were siot very diftant
from a large river, it was generally fuppofed that this river
muft emipty itléf into Hudfon’s Bay ; as they could by
no, means think that any fet of people, however wander-
ing their manner of life might be, could ever traverfe fo
large & track of country.as to pats the Northern boundary
of that Ba'y', and cularly without the affiftance of
water-carriage. The following Journal, however, will
fhew how. mugh thofe people have been miftaken, and
~ prove alfo- the improbability of putting their favourite
{cheme of mintng into practice.

American Traveller, page 23.

The
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The accounts of this grand River, which fome have
turned into a Strait, together with the famples of copper,
were brought to the Company’s Factory at Churchill River
immediately after its firft eftablithment, in the year one
thoufand f{even hundred and fifteen ; and it does not ap-
pear that any attempts were made to difcover either the
river or mines till the year ope theufand feven hundred and
nineteen, when the (.Jompany fitted out a thip, called the
Albany Frigate, Captain Genrgc Barlow *, and a floop,

called

Captain Barlow was Governor’ at Albany Fort when the French went
over land from Canada to befiege it in 1704. The Canadians and their In-
dian guides lurked in the neighbourhood of Albany for feveral days before
they made the attack, and killed many of the cattle that were grazmg in the
marfhes. ‘A faithful Home-Indian, who was on a hunting excurfion, difco-
vering thofe f’crangcrs, and fuppofing them to be enemies, immediately returned
to the Fort, and informed the Governor of the circumftance, who gave little
credit to it. However, every meafure was taken for the defence of the Fort,
and orders were given to the Mafter of a floep that lay at fome diftance, to
come to the Fort with aﬂ poffible cxpcdition on hcar'mg a gun ﬁrcd '

Accordingly, in the middle of the night, “or" ratheriin thg mommg, the
French catiie before the Fort,’ marched  upits’ the gate, and demanded en-
trance. Mr, Barlow, who was thén on the watchyiold them, that the Governor
was afleep; but he would get the keys immedintely. *The French hearing this,
expelted no oPPoﬁtum, and flocked dp to the gate as clofe as they could ftand,
Barlow took the ‘advantage of this oportunity, and ‘inftedd of opening the
gate, only opened two port holes, where two fix-pounders ftood 16aded with
grape fhot, whichwere inftantly fired. This difcharge killed great numbers of
the French, and among thcm the Commander, who was an Irithtan,

Such an unexpeted reception made the remainder retire with great preci-
pitation; and the Mafter of the floop hearing the guns, made the beft of his
way
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called the Difcovery, Captain David Vaughan. The folc
command of this expedition, however, was given to Mr.
James Knight, a man of great experience in the Com-
pany’s fervice, who had been ‘many years Governor at
the \different Facories in the Bay, and who had made
the firft fettlement at Churchild River. Notwithftanding
the experience Mr. Knight might have had of the Com-
pany’s bufinefs, and his knowledge of thofe parts of the
Bay where he had refided, it cannot be fuppofed he
was well acquainted with the pature of the bufinefs in
~ which he then engaged, having nothing to dire@ him but
the flender and imperfe& accounts which he had received
from the Indians, who at that time ‘were little known,

and lefs underftood.

way up to.the Forts but fome of the French who lay concealed under the
banks of the river killed him, and all the boat’s crew,

The French retired from this place with relutance ; for fome of them were
heard fhooting in the neighbourhood of the Fort ten days after they were
repulfed ; -and ofig'man in particular walked up and down the platform leading
from. the gate:.of the Fort 40-the Launch for a whole day. M. Fullarton,
who was then Governgr, at Albeny, fpake to him in French, and offered him
kind quarters if he chofe to accept them; but to thofe propofals he made
no reply, and only fhook his head. Mr. Fullarton then told him, that unlefs
he would refign himfedf. up as 3 prifoner; he would moft affuredly fhoot him;
on which the man advanced pearer the Fort, and Mr. Fullarton fhot him out
of his chambg,r-ifﬁaow? "Perhaps the hardfhips this poor man expected to
encounter ighis return to Canada, made him prefer death ; but his refufing to
yacebve quarter from fo humane and generous an enemy as the Englith, is

fonifing
- Thofe

XXy
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Thofe difadvantages, added to his advanced age, he
being then near eighty, by no means difcouraged this bold
adventurer ; who was fo prepoflefled of his fuccefs, and
of the great advantage that would arife from his difco-
veries, that he procured, and took with him, fome large

iron-bound chefts, to holdgold duft and other Vahl!h]cq

which he fondly flattered himfelf were to be found in
thofe parts.

The firft paragraph of the Company’s Orders to Mr.
Knight on this occafion appears to be as follows:

¢ To Captain ]AMES'-KMGHT.

«“ SIR, 4th June, 1719.
« From the experience we have had of your abilities
¢ in the management of our affairs, we have, wpon your
«¢ application to us, fitted out the Albany frigate, Captain
¢« George Barlow, and the Difcovery, Captain David
¢ Vaughan Commander, upon a difcovery to'the North-
¢ ward ; ‘and to that end have given ‘you.power and au-
¢ thority to a& and do aH things: relating to the faid
«“ voyage, the navigation of the faid fhip and floop only
¢ excepted ; and have given m-dera and. inftru&ions toe our
¢ faid Commanders for that purpofe.

 You.are, with the firft oppostunity of wind aad
¢ weather, to depart from Gravefend on yevr_intended

“ voyage,
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“ yoyage, and by God’s permiffion, to find out the Straits
¢ of Anian, in order to difcover gold and other valuable
¢« commodities to the Northward, &c. &c.”

MNr. Knight foon left Gravefend, and proceeded on his
v‘oyagc ;” but the thip not returging to England that year, as
was expedted, it was judged tbS fhe had wintered in Hud-
fon’s Bay; and having on board} good ftock of provifions, a
houfe in frame, together with all neceffary mechanics, and
a great affortment of trading googds, little or no thoughts
were entertained of their not being in fafety: but as
neither fhip nor floop returned to England in the follow-
ing year, (one thoufand feven hundred and twenty,) the
Company were much alarmed for their welfare ; and, by
their fhip which went to Churchill in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and twenty-ene, they fent orders for a
floop called the Whale-Bone, John Scroggs Malfter, to go
in fearch of them; but the thip net arriving in Churchill
till late in the year, thofe orders could not be put in exe-
cution till thg Summer following (one theufand feven hun-
dred- and LWENEY-tWO)

The Notheﬁ coaft of Hudfon’s Bay being little
known' in ‘thofe daysy and Mr. Scroggs finding himf{cIf

greatly em L h' fhoals and rocks, returned to
Prince of” Wales’s Fort without making any certain difco-
Yeey sefpecting the above fhip or {loop ; forall the ‘marks

he {awemefig the Efquimaux at Whale Cove fcarcely

5 amounted

XXvil
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amounted to the fpoils which might have been made from
a trifling accident, and confequently could not be con-

fidered as figns of a total thipwreck.

The ftrong opinion which then prevailed in Euro‘gé;rc-
fpecting the probability of a North Weft paffage by the
way of Hudfon’s Bay, made many conjecture that Meflrs.
Knight and Barlow hadwftgﬁmd that paflage, and had gone
through it into the South’ Sea, by the way of Cali-
fornia. Mnny years elapfed without any other convincing
proof occurring to the contrary, except that Middleton,

Ellis, Bean, Chriftopher, and Johnfton, had not been able

to find any fuch paflage. And notwithftanding a {loop
was annually fent to the Northward on difcovery, and to
trade with the Efquimaux, it was the Summer of one

thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, before we had .
pofitive proofs that poer Mr. Knight and Captain Barlow
had been loft in Hudfen’s Bay.

The Company were now carrying on a black whale
fithery, and Marble 1fland. was made. the. pkee of rendez-
vous, not only on account of the commodioufnefs of the
harbour, but becaufe it had been obferved that the whales
were more. plenuful about that_ ifland than en any
other part of the coaft, This bcmg the ca,j;e, the boats,
when on the look-out for fifh, had frcquent scafion to
row clofe to the ifland, by which means they difeovesed”
e new harbour near the Eaft end of it,“atthe. head

| of
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of which they found guns, anchors, cables, bricks, a
{mith’s anvil, and many other articles, which the hand of
time had not defaced, and which being of no ufe to
the natives, or too heavy to be removed by them, had not
bc‘f}\mken from the place in which they were originally
I#id. “THe remains of the houfe, though pulled to picces
by the E{quimaux for the wood and iron, arc yet very plain
to be feen, as alfo the hulls, or fnore properly fpeaking, the
bottoms of the fhip and floop,! which lic funk in about
five fathoms water, toward theshead "of the harbour.
The figure-head of the fhip, andélfo the guns, &c. were
fent home to the Company, and. are\crtam proofs that
Meflrs. Knight and Barlow had been loft on that inhofpi-
table ifland, where ncither ftick nor ftump was to be feen,
and which lies ncar {ixteen miles from the main land.
Indeed the main is lictle better, being a jumble of barren
hills and. rocks, deflitute of every kind of herbage except
mofs and grafs; and at that part,. the woods are feveral
hundreds of miles from the fea-fide.

In the-Summer of onec thoufand feven hundred and
fixey-nine, while we were profecuting the fithery, we faw
feveral Efquimaux at this mew. harbour; and perceiving
that onc or-two of ‘thpm were greatly. advanced in years,
our curiofity.augs egbered to atk them fome queftions con-
fc above fhip-and floop, which we were the better
sgaiell to do by the afliftance of an Efquimaux, who
wak whem”thic Company’s fervice as a linguift, and an-
nuaNy failed in one of their veflels in that Charﬂ.&cr The

.account
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account which we reccived from them was full, clear,
and unreferved, and the fum of it was to the following
purport:

When the vefels arrived at this place (Marble LAand,
it was very late in the Fall, and in getting them nto the
harbour, the largeft reccivgd much damage; but on being
fairly in, the Englith begat to build the houfe, their num-
ber at that time feeming tb be about hfty. As foon as the
ice permitted, in the .fOHOng Summer, (one thoufand
{feven hundred and twc‘nty,) the Efquimaux paid them ano-
ther vifit, by which time the number of the Englith was
greatly reduced, and thofc that were living fcemcd very
unhealthy. According to the account given by the Efqui-
maux they were then very bufily employed, but about
what they could not eafily defcribe, probably in length-
ening the long-boat ; for at a little diftance from the houfe
therc is now lying a great quantity of oak chips, which
have been moft afluredly made by carpenters.

Sicknefs and famine occafioned fuch haveck among the
Englifh, that by the fetting'in oF the fecond Winter their
number was reduced to twenty. = That Winter (one thou-
fand feven hundred and twenty) fome of the Efquimaux
took up their abode on the oppofis:. Jd&ﬁ_f the harbour
to that on which the Englifh had built their h s ¥, and

guensly

# 1 luve feen the remains of thofe houfes’ fcvcral t:mcs;m?'arc o": the

Weft fide of the harbour, and in all probability will be difcernible for maﬁ{y years
to cone,
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frequently fupplicd them with fuch provifions as they
had, which chiefly confifted of whale’s blubber and feal’s
ﬂ{l(lnand train oil. When the Spring advanced, the Ef-
quipaux went to the continent, and on their vifiting
Marl:}filﬂand again, in the Summer of one thoufand feven
hundred™ahd twenty-one, they‘ only found five of the
Englifh alive, and thole were in fuch diftrefs for pro-
vifions that they cagerly eat the feal’s flefh and whalce’s
blubber quite raw, as they purchafed it from the natives.
This difordered them {o much, th¥elfice of them died in
1 few days, and the other two, "tHewgh very weak, made
a {hift to bury them. = Thofe two furvived many days after
the reft, and frequently went to the top of an adjacent rock,
and earneftly looked to the South and Eaft, as if in expecta-
tion of fome veflels coming to their relief.  After continu-
ing there a. eonfiderable time together; and nothing ap-
pearing ia -fight, they fat down clofe together, and wept
bitterly. At length one of the two died, and the other’s
firength was fo far exhaufted, that he fell down and died
alfo, in attempting to dig a grave for his companion. The

It is rather furprifing, that neither Middleton, Ellis, Chriftopher, Johniton,
nor Garbet, who have all of them’been at Marble Ifland, and fome of them
often, ever difcovered this harbour; particularly the laft-mentioned gentleman,
who actually failed quite round#e ifland in a very fine pleafant day in the Sum-
mer of 1766,  Byr-dveedilié¥ery was referved for a Mr. Jofeph Stephens! a
man of the lgMt merit I ever knew, though he then had the command of a

el callegethe Succefs, employed in the whale-fithery ; and in the year 1769,
had Wg#€ommand of the Charlotte given to him, a fine brig of one hundred
tons;

1S fhate.
d2 fculls
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fculls and other large bones of thefe two men are now
lying above-ground clofe to the houfe. The longeft liver
was, according to the Efquimaux account, always employged
in working of iron inio implements for them; prob;él/\:
he was the armourer, or fmith.

Some Northern Indiang who came to trade at Prince
of Wales’s Fort in the Spring of the year one thoufand
feven hundred_and fixtj-eight, brought farther accounts
of the grand river, a‘é'ft _was called, and alfo feveral picces
of copper, as fa:xm‘l"" of the produce of the mine ncar
it 3 which detenélincd Mr. Norton, who was then Go-
vernor at Churchill, to reprefent it to the Company as an
affair worthy of ‘their attention’; “and as he went that year
to England, he hadan opportunity ‘of laying all the in-
formation he had received before the Board, with his opi-
nion thereon, and the plan which he thouglit moft likely
to fucceed in the dzfcovery of thofe mines. In confe-
quence of Mr. Notton's reprefentations, the Comimttt:e re-
{olved to fend an.:intelligent perfon by land to obferve
the longitade and latitude of the river’s mouth, to make
a chart of the couniry he’ mlght walk through, with fuch
remarks 8s otcurred to him during the- Journey ; when 1
was pitched on'as.a proper perfag”to condud the. ‘expe-
dition. - By "’-tfhe fhip that went to"-_'_.f_ m'?;-_-.zhe Sum—
mer of un_f* P G
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to make, and at the fame time requeftcd me to undertake

the Journey, promifing to allow me at my return, a gra-

\er p:oportwnablc to the trouble and -fatiguec I might
{ergo in the expedition |

Idid
* The conditions offered me on' this- occafion cannot be better exprefled
than in the Company’s:.own -words, which { have tranfcribed from their private
letier to me, dated 25th May 1769.
« From the good opinion we entertain &f yoWr. Norton’s recom-
mendation, we have agreed to raife your\%‘.;n es to £ per amum-for
¢ two years, and have placed you in our Councy] at Prince of Wales’s Fort ;
« and we fhould have been ready to advance yomto the command of the
Charlotte, according to your requeft, ifa nfattcr:)\f‘tnore immediate confes
“ quence had not intervened. =2 £

« Mr. Norton. has prepoféd an inland Joumcy, far to the North of Church-
« ill, to promote an extenfion of our trade, as well as for the difcovery of
“ a North Weft Paffage, Copper Mines, &c.; and as an undertaking of this
« natife requires the attenition of a perfon capzble of taking an obfervation
« for dt:tcrmmmg ‘the Jongitude and latitude, and alfd«diftances, and the courfe
¢« of rivers and their deprhs, we have fixed upon you (cipecially as it is re-
« prefented to us to bc your own- inclination) to conduct this Journcy, with
L pmper affiftants. -

e Wc thmfbre 'hopc you “will fecond ot expettations in readily perform-
«_ing this fervice, and’ upon’ your recurn: we' fhall willingly make you any ac-
- knOWchgmcm fmt&l‘ﬂgtq your. r.reub!c therein,

: % We highly. approve wfgow going in the Speedwell, to affift on the whale-
# fithery laft year; . and- heactily. with you health and fuccefs in the prefent ex-

s pedition. -

[4

-

N

-

__I‘ffm”imu your lmrmg Fmads, .

: o James WinTiR Laxs.

. ]mw’ ANTHONY Merce. "« Hermax Berzns,
tosxar MsrRY., .« Josepn SPURREL.

“ Sauwz:. Wzee. ¢« James Frtz GERALD.”

The
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I did not hefitate to comply with the requeft of the
Company, and in the November following, when fome
Northern Indians came to trade, Mr. Norton, who was the
returned to the command of Prince of Wales’s Fort,
gaged fuch of them for my guides as he thought wege/moft
likely to anfwer the purpole; but none of them had heen
at this grand river. I wys fitted out with every thing
thought neceﬂ'a:y, and fvith ammunition to ferve two
years. 1 was toB¢ asgompanied by two of the Company’s
fervants, two of th;.gﬁome-guard * (Southern) Indians,

£
e
The Company had no fooner perufed my Journals and Charts, than they
ordered a handfome fum to be placed to the credit of my account; and in the
two firft parafrraphs of their Tetter ro’ me, dated 12th May 1773, they ex-
prefs themfelves in the following words:

“ Mr. Samver HeaRNE,

“«SIR,
“ Your letter of thc a8th Auguft laft gave us the agrecab]e pﬂeat’um to, hear
<« of your fafe return to our Faltory. Your Journal, and:the two cham you
« fent, fufficiently convinces us of your very judicious rcmnrks

* We hive maturely confidered your  great. affiduity n- the. vmons acci-
< dents which occutred in your feveral Journies. . We hereby retumn . you our
«.grateful 1 thanks ; and to manifelt our obligation we have confented to allow
“ you a gratuity of £ forthofe fervices””

As a farther proof of the Company’s bei 'pdﬂ'e&l}r fatisfied with my-con-
duét while on that Jobsney, the Committeonggrimoutly promud m“Chlcf
of Prince of Wales’s Fortiri the Summer of 177337380 y
was then Gavcrm,:»a,nd feveral athers of the Comng
a regular com:c',' ondence as long as’ thcy el

* By the Homt;-gﬂard Indians We ‘are
who are immediately-employed under the i« a
sefide on the plantation, and are employed i in huntzng ftg: the F Factofh
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and a fufficient number of Northern Indians to catry
and haul my baggage, provide for me, &¢c. But for the
“lﬁ%cr ftating this arrangement, it will not be improper to
nftet my Inftruéions, which, with fome occafional re-
marks. thereon, will throw much light on the following
Journal, and be the beft method of proving how far thofe
orders have been complied with,\as well as thew my rea-
fons for neglecting fome parts as\unneceflary, and the im-
poflibility of putting other parts aE +hET il execution.

““ ORDERS and INSTRUC’]\I\ONS Jor Mr.
“ Samurr HearNE, going om an Expedition by
““ Land towards z‘be Latitude n0® WNorth, in
“ order to gain a Knowledge of the Northern

Indians Country, &c. on Bebalf of the Ho-

nourable Hudfon's Bay Company, in the Year

(14 1769

[ 4

Lol

4

Lal

"¢ Mr. Samury Hearne, |
« SIR, .

“ Wuereas the Honourabla Hudfon’s Bay Company
¢ have been informed by the report from Indians, that
¢ there is a great prob}bxhty of confiderable advan-
¢ tages to be expe&ed f; a better knowledge of their
¢ coun;try by s, rhan what hitherto has been obtained;

¢ queftel you to condu& this }-xpedmon, and as you
“-hoge

is the Company s eamcf’c dt.ixre to embrace ‘

IXxwe
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INTRODUCTION

have readily confented to undertake the prefent Journey,
you are hereby defired to procced as foon as poflible,
with William Ifbefter failor, and Thomas Merrinyin
landfman, as companions, they both being willing to
accompany you; alfo two of the Home-guard Sotithgrn
Indians, who are to attend and affift you during the
Journey ; and Ca tauf Chawchinahaw, his Licutenant

- Nabyah, zand fix or gight of the beft Northern Indians

we can procure;™w#th a fmall part of their familics, are
to condu& you,-provide for you, and afiift you and
your companions in every thing that lays in their power,
having particular orders {o to do.

¢ 2dly, Whereas you and your companions are well
fitted-out with every thing we think neceffary, as alfo

a fample of light trading goods; thefe you are to dif-

pofe of by way of prefents (and not by way of trade)
to fuch far-off Indians as you may meet with, and to
fmoke your Calimut * of Peace with their lcadefs, in
order to eftablith a friendfhip with them. You areallo
to perfuade them'as much as poﬂiblc from going to war
with each 6ther;*to éncourage them to exert themfelves

affure them of good payment for them at the Com-
pany’s Fa&m‘y

¢« It is fmceml} recommerided to you andyyout compa—
nions to treat the natives ‘with ,cmhty, fo a’smnt ;f:- give

_lrhm nnmnf' all

the tribes of Indians who know the ufe of tobacco. | Tt is par fie Jﬁdy ufed i in

$
~all cafes of ceremony, -either in’ making war or pcacc, at =l p'ilic entertain-
_Inentsy orations, &c,
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¢ them any room for complaint or difguft, as they have
¢ ftri& orders not to give you the leaft offence, but are to
£¢ aid and affift you in.any matter you may requeft of them
‘k»._.for the benefit of the undertaking.

~+ <« 'If any Indians you may meet, that arc coming to the
" Fort, thould be willing to truft you with either food or
““ clothing, make your agreement for thofe commodities,
*“ and by tht.m fend me a lcttg fpemf} ing the quantity
« of each article, and they fhal! Be paid according to
¢ your agrcemcnt. And, according to the Company’s or-
« ders, you are to correfpond with me, or the Chief at
“¢ Prince of Walés’s Fort for the time t at all oppor-
¢¢ tunities:” And as you have mathcmaUCal inftruments
¢ with you, you are to fend me, or the Chief for the
¢ time being, an‘accotint of what latitude and longitude
“ you may be in-at fuch and fuch periods, together with
¢ the heads of your proceedings; which accounts are to be
¢ remitted to the Company by the returd® of their thips *.

-« qdly, The Indians who are now appointed your
6 gmdes, are to ‘cendudt. you to the borders of the Atha-~
“ pufcow + Indians country, where €aptain: Matonabbee

* N6 convenient op ,9 % offercd durmg my laft Jougney, except one,
on the 22d March 1}“‘}% %id as m}thmg material had heppcncd during that
part of ‘my T purney, 1 thought there was_ ot nny neceflity for fending an ex-

tgalk of py }ournal 1 therefare only fen gLetter to the Governor, informing
him'\yf"my fituation with refpe to latitude and langxtudc, and fome account
h&E, ﬂuch I received from the natives, &c. |

\ mift :c in my former jourmi and Dmft called Arathapefcow
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¢ is to meet you® in the Spring of one thoufand feven
¢ hundred and feyenty, in order to condué you to a river
« reprefented by the Indians to abound with copper o?,‘
¢ animals of the furr kind, &¢. and which is faid to

¢« {o far to the Northward, that in the middle of the
¢ Summer the Sun does not fet, and is fuppcfed by the
¢ Indians to empty itfelf into fome ocean. This river,
“ which is called by the/Northern Indians Neetha-fan-
“ fan- dazey, o _the Fam’OE Metal River, you are, if
¢ poffible, to trace t6~ the mouth, and there determinc
« the latitude and longitude as near as you can; but
¢ more p*lrtmul}riy {o if you find it navigable, and that
“ a fettlement can .be, made there with any degree of
¢ fafety, or benefit to the Company

¢ Be careful to obferve what mines are near the river,
¢ what water there is at the river’s mouth, how far the
¢« woods are from.the#fea-fide, the courfe of the river,

¢ the ‘nature of she foil, .and nhc.produét@ns of it; and

<« make any other remarks that you may’ think will be
« either ry or {atisfapty. . And if the faid river
“ he likely: ta.heof . sy anility, take- pofieflion of it on
behalf m&' the Hudfon’s Bay@ampany, by cutting your

* This was barely-psopable; as Matonabbleagt that time had not amy in-
formation of thlS*OUl'm lbcmg fet on foot, much lef h ad he rnn:wcd ordlers
to join me at the place and time here appointed - and had we. g coidentally met,
he would by no means havé undertaken the Joveney w yfgoing to the
Fa&ory, and there makmg his agreement with the éwcmcr; &rh@‘!q&mw s
fond of performing any particular fervice forthe Englilh, witheut.
what is to be his reward. At :lmefimé tighe; had Itaken th&t y our-
fer, it would have carried me forge’ hum}mds of 'miles ont of § a‘dr
my Track on the Map in the Winter 1770, and the Spring 1771.°

[€1 na:“mp

‘

"




INTRAGDUCGCTION.

¢ name on fome of the rocks. as alfo the date of ()¢
“‘ year, month, &,

““ When you attcmpt to trace this or any other river,
¢ be careful that the Indians are furnifhed with a fufficient
¢ ndéimber of canoes for trying the depth of water, the
¢ ftrength of the current, &c. If By any unforefeen
““ accident or difafter you fhould not be able to reach the
¢ before-mentioned river, it is earneftly recommended to
“ you, if poflible, to know th¥.event of "Wager Strait + ;
“ for it is reprefented by the laft difcoverers to terminate
“ in fmall rivers and lakes. . See how far the woods arc
‘“ from the navigable parts of it; and whether a fettle-
“ ment could with any propricty ‘be made there. If this
¢ fhould prove unworthy of notice, you are to take the
¢« fame method with Baker’s Lake, which is the head of

* I was not provided with inftruments %eutdng' on ftone ; but for form-
fake, I cut my name, date of the year, &€. on a piece of board that had
been one of the Indian’s targets, and placed it.in a Iwap of .ftones on a fmall
eminence near the entrance of the river, on the South fide.

t These is certaiply no harm ipsmaking out all Inftruétions in the fullefl
m:mncr, yet ‘it muft be allawed that thofe two parts might have been omitted
with ‘great’ prapriety ;' fdr as neictier Middleton, Ellis, nor Chriffopher were
able to penetrate’ far enough up- thofe inlers to difcover any kind of herbage
except mofs and grafsy, much lefs woods; it was not likely thofe parts were fo
mategilly altered for the betdr fince thibir tiumes, as to make it worth my
while to attempt 2 farther, difcovery of them; and cfpeﬂnfy as I had ap op-
portunity, during my’ fecond Journey; of proving that the woods do not reach
the fea-coafl by fome hundredsof miles'in the paraliel of Chefterfield’s Inler.
-Ang as the edge of he woodsizo the Northward always tends to the Weftward,
the' gemnﬂ; be greatly increafed in'the:latitude of 'Wager Strait. 1'hofs
parts Jong fince been vifited by the Comypany's fervants, and are within
the hnom;f wits of their Charter; confeguently require no othér form of

XXX
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¢ Bowden’s or: Chefterfield’s Inlet *; as alfo with any
< other rivers you may meet with ; and if’ likely to be of
‘“ any utility, you are to take poﬁeﬁion of them, as bes
< fore mentioned, on the behalf of the Honourable Hud-
¢ fon’s Bay Company. The draft of Bowden’s Inlet.and
¢ Wager Strait I fend th.h you, that you may have a better
¢ idea of thofe places, m cafe of your vifiting them,

+thly, Another matenal point which is recommended
¢ to you, is 10" “find out,/if you can, either by your own
¢ travels, of by information from the Indlans, whether
¢ there is a pafiage through this continent 4. It will be

* See the p'ﬂ:ed.r:/ Note.

+ The Continent of Amenm is ' much wider than many people imagine,
par,tlc!ﬂarly Robfony who thoug‘ht that the PacificOcean was but 2 few days
journey from the Weft coaft of Hudfon's Bay. . This, however, is fo far from
being the cale, that when T was at my greatelt Weftern diftance, upward of
five hundred miles from Prince of Wales’s Fort, the natives, my guides,
well knew that many tribds of ladians Wy to the Weft of us, and they knew
no end to the land in that dirc&:on, nor have I met with any Indians, cicher
Northern or Southcm,“that ever had feen the fea to the Weftward, Ic is,
indeed, well ‘known to the intelligent and well-informed part ‘of the Com-
pany’s’ fervanss, that an . .extenfive. goadysumerons : trike of lodiang,  called

E-arch-e- :hmncm;‘*whoi& copntry heg far Weft of any of the Company s or
Canadian fertiétents,” mirt have'eraffic With the Spasiards 6n 'the Weft fide of
the Cantinent ' becaufe fenie of the Eadians who fdrmenly/traded 20 Xinrk Fott,
when at fwar. with thofe people, frcqumﬂy found, faddles, bridles, mufkess,
and many othér aticles, in their poffcflion, wifich wers updoubtedly of Spanith
manufactory.

I have feen feveral Endisns who have been fo far Weeft os wmﬁ the tap.of
that immenfe chain ‘of -mwustains which, m&ﬂmﬁﬂﬁ’"w‘; ph, of the con-
tinent of America.: Beyond thofe’ mountsins silistvers s roithe W :
1 muft here obferve; that all the Indidag Tever héard. sols
that country, had invariably .got fo ﬁrmm ﬂht ¥
ence any Winter, nor the leaftgappedtence.of cicher frofh
fomelimes they have been abfent cighteen months, or two years.

oo puec
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INTRODUCTION.,

very ufeful to clér up this point, if poffible, in order to
prevent farther doubts from arifing hereafter refpecting

a paffage out of Hudfon’s Bay * into the Weftern Ocean,
as hath lately been reprefented by the American Tra-
veller. The particulars of thofe remarks you are to
infert in your--ljournal, to. be remitted home to -the
Company.

« If you thould want any flx, plies of ammunition, or

< "sther neceffaries, difpatch foine trufty Indians to the
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at that period .

Fort with a letter, fpecifying the quantity of each
article, and appoint a place for the faid Indians to meet
you again. |

« When on yetir return, if at a proper time of the
year, and you ﬂi&uld be near any of the harbours that
are frequented by the brigantine Charlotte, or the floop
Churchill, during their voyage to the Northward, and

-you'fhould chufe to return in one of them, you are de-

fired to make fmquent {mokes as you approach thofe
harbours, and . they will endeavour to receive you by
making {mokes. in anfwcr to yours ; and as one thou-

- fand foven hundred and feventy-one will probably be the

year in which'you will retufn, theMafters of thefe veflels
11l have particular orderfon that head.

. ® Astoa paﬂ'age through the continent: of America by the way of Hudfon’s

Bs.y,: it -has {o Jong been exploded, hntwidiﬂ:andmg what Mr. Ellis has urged
in iwsayour, and the place it has found in the wﬁaaary Map of the American
T ravedler,: ‘that any comment on it would be quu:c unncccﬁhry My latitude
only will ‘be a fufficient proof that no fuch paffage is in exiftence,

xli
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¢ 1t will be pleafing to hear by the firft opportunity, in
“ what latitude and' longitude you meet-the Leader Ma-
““ tonabbee, and how far he thinks it is to the Copper-
““ mine River, as:alfo the prdaabic time it may take be-
“ fore you can return. - But'in cafe any thing fhould pre-
“ vent the faid' Leader from joining you; according to
¢ expe&ation, you are then to procure the beft Indians
¢ you can for your guides, ‘and either add to, or diminifh,
¢ your number, as you piay from time to time think moft
““ neceflary for the good of the expedition.

‘¢ 8o I conclude, wifhing you and your companions
‘“ a contintrince of health, together with a profperous
¢ Journey, and a happy return in fafety. Amen.

«“ MOSES NORTON, Governor.

i
“ Dated at Prince of Waes's Fort, Churchill
“ River, Hudfon'gBay, North America,
“ November 6th, 1769,”

Ifbefter and Merriman, mentioned in my Inftructions,
adually accompanied me ‘during my fieft fhort attempt ;
but the Indians knowing them to be but comman men,
ufed thém fo mdrﬁ'mmly, particularly in fcarce times,
that T was u{?n?u fome ap mhcnﬁons nf{hnrbem flarved
to death, and I thought myfclf cxcccdmgly happy when I
got them fafe back to the Facory. This extraordinary
behaviour of the Indians mcl.e me &Qm:mwc not to_gake
any Europeans with me on my two laft expeditions.

Wich
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With regard to that part of my Inftru&ions which di-
re&ts me to obferve the nature of the foil, the produétions
thereof, &c. it muft be obferved, that during the whole
time of my abfence from the Fort, I was invariably con-
fined to ftony hills and barren plains all the Summer, and
before we approached the woods in the Fall of the year,
the ground was always covered with {fnow to a confiderable
depth ; fo that I never had an opportunity of feeing any
of the {mall plants and fhrubs_ to the Weftward. But
from appearances, and the flow and dwarfy growth of the
woods, &Fc. (except in the Athapuicow country,) there is
undoubtedly a greater {carcity of vegetable productions
than at the Company’s moft Northern Settlement ; and to
the Eaftward of the woods, on the barren grounds, whe-
ther hills or vallics, there is a total want of herbage, ex-
cept mofs, on which the deos feed ; a tew dwarf willows
creep among the mofs ; {fome wifh-a-capucca and a little
grafs may be feen here and there, bu¥ the latter is fcarcely
futhcient to ferve the geefe and other birds of paflage
during their fhort ftay in thofc parts, though they are al-
waysin a ftate of m‘iémtion, except when they are breeding
and in a moulting ftate.

In confequence of my complying with the Company’s
requeft, and undertaking this Journcy, it is natural to fup-
pofe that every neceffary arrangement was made for the
eaficr keeping of my reckoning, &. under the many in-
conveniencies 1 muft be unavoidably obliged to labour
in fuch an expedition. I drew a Map on a large fkin
of parchment, that contained twelve degrecs of latitude

North

xliit
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North, and thirty degrees of longitude Weft, of Churchill
Faory, and fketched all the Weft coaft of the Bay on it,
but left the interior parts blank, to be filled up during my
Journey. I alfo prepared detached pieces on a much larger
fcale for every degree of latitude and longitude contuined
in the large Map. On thofe detached picces I pricked off
my daily courfes and diftance, and entered all lakes and
rivers, &c. that I met with; endeavouring, by a flrict
cnquiry of the natives, o find out the communication of
one river with another, as alio their conne@ions with the
many lakes with which that country abounds: and when
opportunity offered, having correted them by obferva-
tions, Ientefed them in the general Map. Thefc and fe-
veral other neceflary preparations, for the caficr, readier,
and more corre@ly keeping my Journal and Chart, were
alfo adopted ; but as to myfelf, little was required to be
done, as,the nature of travelling long journies in thofe
countries will never admit of carrying even the moft com-
mon article of clothing ; fo that the traveller is obliged
to depend on the country he pafles through, for that article,
as well as for provifions. Ammunition, ufeful iron-work,
fome tobacco, a few knives, and other indifpenfable ar-
ticles, make a fufhcient load for any one to carry that is
going a journey likely to laft twenty months, or two years.

As that was the cafe, I only took the fhirt and clothes I
then had on, one fpare coat, a pair of drawers, and as
much cloth as would make me two or three pair of Indian
ftockings, which, together with a blinket for bedding,
compofed the whole of my ﬁock of clothing.

A JOUR-
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NORTHERN OCEAN.

CHAP L

Tranfa&ions from my leaving Prince of Wales’s Fort on
my firft expedition, till our arrival there again.

Set off from the Fort.—drrive at Po-co-ree-kif-co River.—=One of the
Northern Indians defert.—Crofs Seal River, and walk on the barren
grounds—Receive wrong information concerning the diffance of the
awoods.—Weather begins to be very cold, provifions all expended, and
nothing to be got.—=Strike to the Weflward, arrive at the woods, and
kill three deer.—Set forward in the North Weff quarter, fee the tracks
of mufk-oxen and deer, but killed mone.~Very fhort of provifions.—
Chawchinabaw wants us to return—Neither be nor bis crew con-
tribute to our maintenance.~He influences feveral of the Indians to
defert.—Chawchinabaw and all bis crew leave us—DBegin our return
to the faftory; kil a few partridges, the firff meal we bad bhad for
Sfeveral days—Villany of one of the home Indsans and bis wife, who
was a Northern Indian ‘woman.— Arrive at Seal River, kill two deer ;
partridges plenty.—Meet a firange Northern Indian, accompany bim
to bis tent, wfage received there; my Indians affiff in killing fome
beaver ~=Proceed toward bome, and arrive at the Fort.

HAVIN G made every neceflary arrangement for my de-  156q.

parture on the fixth of November, I took leave of the §om=

Govérnor, and my other friends, at Prince of Wales’ sFort, 6t

and began my journey, under the falute of feven canaon.
B The
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The weather at that time being very mild, made it but
indifferent hauling*, and all my crew being heavy laden,
occafioned us to make but fhort days journeys; hdw-
ever, on the cighth, we crofled the North branch of
Pao-co-ree-kif-co River, and that night put up in a {mall
tuft of woods, which is. between it and Seal River. " In
the night, one of the Northern Indians deferted ; and as
all the reft of my crew were heavy laden, I was under
the neceflity of hauling the fledge-he had left, which
however was not very heavy, as it {carcely exceeded fixty

pounds.

The weather ftill continued very fine and pleafant : we
dire@ed our courfe to the Weft North Weft, and early
in the day crofled Seal River. In the courfe of this
day’s journey we met feveral Northern Indians, who were
going to the fa&ory with furs and venifon ; and as we had
not killed any deer from our lcaving the Fort, I got feveral
joints of venifon from thofe ftrangers, and gave them a
note on the Governor for payment, which feemed per-
fe&tly agreeable to all parties..

When on the North Weft fide of Seal River, I atked
Captain Chawchinahaw the diftance, and probable time
it would take, before we could reach the main woods ;
which he affured me would not exceed four or five days
journey. This put both me and my companions in good

The colder the weather is, the eafier the Ocdges flide over the fnow.
{pirits,
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{pirits, and we continued our courfe between the Weft
"aja North and North Weft, in daily expedation of arriving
a¥ thofe woods, which we were told would furnifth us
with every thing the country affords. Thefe accounts
were fo far from being true, that after we had walked
double the time here mentioned, no figns of woods were
to be feen in the direftion we were then fteering; but
we had frequently feen the looming of woods to the

South Weft.

The cold being now very intenfe, our fmall ftock of
Englith provifions all expended, and not the leaft thing
to be got on the bleak hills we had for fome time been
walking on, it became neccflary to ftrike more to the
Weftward, which we accordingly did, and the next
evening arrived at fome fmall patches of low fcrubby
woods, where we faw the tracks of feveral deer, and
killed a few partridges. The road we had traverfed
for many days before, was in general fo rough and
ftony, that our fledges were daily breaking ; and to add
to the inconveniency, the land was fo barren, as not to
afford us materials® for repairing them: but the few
woods we now fell in with, amply fupplied us with necef-
faries for thofe repairs; and as we were then enabled each
night to pitch proper tents, our lodging was much meore
comfortable "than it had been for many nights before,
while we were on the barren grounds, where, in gene-
ral, we thought ourfelves well off if we could fcrape

together as many fhrubs as would r\aa.-ke a fire; but it
R 2 was
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was fcarcely ever in our power to make any other defence
againft the weather, than by digging a hole in the fne-
down to the mofs, wrapping ourfelves up in our clothmg,
and lying down in it, with our f{ledges fet up edgeways
to windward.

On the twenty-firft, we did not move; fo the Indian
men went a hunting, and the women cut holes in the ice
and caught a few fifh in a {mall lake, by the fide of
which we had pitched our tents. At night the men re-
turned with fome venifon, having killed three deer, which
was without doubt very acceptable; but our number
being great, and the Indians having fuch enormous fto-
machs, very little was left but fragments after the two
or three firft good meals. Having devoured the three
deer, and given fome neceflary repairs to our fledges and
fnow {hoes, which only took one day, we again proceeded
on toward the North Weft by Weft and Weft North
Weft, through low fcrubby pines, intermixed with fome
dwarf larch, which is commonly called juniper in
Hudfon’s Bay. In our road we frequently faw the tracks
of deer, and many mufk-oxen, as they are called there;
but none of my companions were fo fortunate as to kill
any of them: fo that a few partridges were all we could
get to live on, and thofe were fo {carce, that we feldom
could kill as many as would amount to half a bird a day
for each man ; which, confidering we had nothing elfe for
the twenty-—four hours, was in reality next to nothing.

By
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By this time I found that Captain Chawchinahaw had
«pot the profperity of the undertaking at heart; he often
[ﬁamted the difhiculties in the worft colours, took every
method to difhearten me and my European companions,
and feveral times hinted his defire of our returning back
to the faGory : but finding I was determined to proceed,
he took fuch methods as he thought would be moft
likely to anfwer his end ; one of which was, that of not
adminiftering toward our {upport: fo that we were a
confiderable time without any other fubfiftence, but what
our two home-guard (Southern) Indians procured, and
the little that I and the two European men could kill ;
which was very difproportionate to our wants, as we had
to provide for feveral women and children who were

with us.

Chawchinahaw finding that this kind of treatment
was not likely to complete his defign, and that we were
not to be ftarved into compliance, at length influenced
feveral of the beft Northern Indians to defert in the
night, who took with them feveral bags of my ammu-
nition, fome picces of iron work, fuch as hatchets, ice
chiffels, files, &c. as well as feveral other ufeful articles.

When I became acquainted with this picce of vil-
lany, I atked Chawchinahaw the reafon of fuch beha-
viour. To which he anfwered, that he knew nothing of

the affair: but as that was the cafe, it would not be
“prudent,
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prudent, he faid, for us to proceed any farther ; adding,
that he and all the reft of his countrymen were going
to ftrike off another way, in order to join the remainder
of their wives and families: and after giving us a fhort
account which way to fteer our courfe for the neareft
part of Seal River, which he faid would be our beft
way homeward, he and his crew delivered me moft
of the things which they had in charge, packed up
their awls, and fet out toward the South Weft, making
the woods ring with their laughter, and left us to con-
fider of our unhappy fituation, near two hundred miles
from Prince of Wales’s Fort, all heavily laden, and our
ftrength and {pirits greatly reduced by hunger and
fatigue,

Our fituation at that time, though very alarming,
would not permit us to {pend much time in reflection;
{o we loaded our fledges to the beft advantage, (but were
obliged to throw away fome bags of fhot and ball,) and
immediately fet out on our return. In the courfe of the
day’s walk we were fortunate enough to kill feveral par-
tridges, for which we were all very thankful, as it was
the firft meal we had had for feveral days: indeed,
for the five preceding days we had not killed as much
as amounted to half a partridge for each man ; and fome
days had not a fingle mouthful. While we were
in this diftrefs, the Northern Indians were by no means
in want; for as they always walked foremoft, * they

bad
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had ten times the chance to kill partridges, rabbits, or
any other thing which was to be met with, than we had.
fBefide this advantage, they had great ftocks of flour,
oatmeal, and other Englith provifions, which they had
embezzled out of my ftock during the early part of the
journcy ; and: as one of my home Indians, called
Mackachy, and his wife, who is a Northern Indian
woman, always reforted to the Northern Indians tents,
where they got amply {fupplied with provifions when
neither I nor my men had a fingle mouthful, I have great
reafon to fufpeé they had a principal hand in the embezzle-
ment : indeed, both the man and his wife were capable
of committing any crime, however diabolical.

This day we had fine pleafant weather for the feaion
of the year : we fet out early in the morning, and arrived
the fame day at Seal River, along which we continued our
courfe for feveral days. In our way we killed plenty of
partridges, and faw many deer; but the weather was
fo remarkably ferene that the Indians only killed two
of the latter. By this time game was become fo plen-
tiful, that all appfehenfions of ftarving were laid afide;
and though we were heavily laden, and travelled pretty
good days journeys, yet as’ our fpirits were good, our
ftrength gradually returned.

In our courfe down Sea[ River we met a ﬁranger

a Nerthern Indian, on a hunting excurfion ; and though,'

he
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he had not met with any fuccefs that day, yet he kindly
invited us to his tent, faying he had plenty of venifon
my fervice; and told the Southern Indians, that as the:i
were two or three beaver houfes near his tent, he fhould
be glad of their affiftance in taking them, for there was
only one man and three women at the tent,

Though we were at that time far from being in want
of provifions, yet we accepted his offer, and fet off with our
new guide for his tent, which, by a comparative diftance,
he told us, was not above five miles from the place where
we met him, but we found it to be nearer fifteen ; {o that
it was the middle of the night before we arrived at it.
When we drew near the tent, the ufual fignal for the
approach of ftrangers was given, by firing a gun or two,
which was immediately anfwered by the man at the tent.
On our arrival at the door, the good man of the houfe
came out, thook me by the hand, and welcomed us to his
tent ; but as it was too {fmall to contain us all, he ordered
his women to affift us in pitching our tent; and in the
mean time invited me and as many of my crew as
his little habitation could contain, and regaled us with
the beft in the houfe. The pipe went round pretty
brifkly, and the converfation naturally turned on the treat~
ment we had received from Chawchinahaw and his gang ;-
which was always anfwered by our hoft with, “ Ahl if
“ Bvhad been there, it fhould not have been fo!” when,
Mtwﬁﬂandmg his hofpitality on the prefent occafion’ he

would
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would moft affuredly have aded the fame part as the
others had done, if he had been of the party.

Having refrethed ourfelves with a pléntiful fupper,
we took leave of our hoft for a while, and retired to
our tent ; but not without being made thoroughly fen-

{ible that many things would be expefted from me,

before I finally left them.

Early in the morning, my Indians aflifted us in taking
the beaver houfes already mentioned ; but the houfes
being {mall, and fome of the beavers efcaping, they
only killed fix, all of which werc cooked the fame
night, and voracioufly devoured under the denomination
of a feaft. I alfo reccived from the Indians feveral
joiats of venifon, to the amount of at leaft two deer;
but notwithftanding I was to pay for the whole, I found
that Mackachy and his wife got all the prime parts of the
meat ; and on my mentioning it to them, there was fo
much clanfhip among them, that they preferred making
a prc{'ent of it to Mackachy, to felhng it to me at double
the price for which wenifon fells in thofe parts: a
fufficient proof of the ﬁngular advantage which a native
of this country has over an Englifhman, when at fuch
a diftance from the Company’s Fa&tories as to depend
entirely on them for fubfiftence.

Think-

1769.
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Thinking 1 had made my ftay here long enough, I
cave orders to prepare for our departure; and as I had
purchafed plenty of meat for prefent ufe while we were
at this tent, {fo I likewifc procured fuch a fupply to
carry with us, as was likely to laft us to the Fort.

Early in the morning we took a final leave of our
hoft, and proceeded on our journey homewards. Onc
of the ftrangers accompanied us, for which at firft I
eould not fee his motive; but foon after our arrival at
the Factory, I found that the purport of his vifit was
to be paid for the meat, faid to be given gratis ta
Mackachy while we were at his tent. The weather
continued very fine, but extremely cold ; and during this
part of my journey nothing material happened, till we
arrived fafe at Prince of Wales’s Fort on the eleventh
of December, to my own grecat mortification, and to
the no fmall {urprife of the Governor, who had placed

great confidence in the abilities and conduct of
Chawchinahaw.

CHAP.
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Tranfactions from our arrival at the Factory, to my leaving
it again, and during the firftpart of my fecond journey,
till I had the misfortune to break the quadrant.

Tranfactions at the Fallory.—Procecd on my fecond journey.—Arrive at
Seal River.—Decer plentiful for fome time.—Method. of angling fifh
under the icec~Set our [fifbing nets.—Method of fetting nets under the
ice.—My guide propofcs to flay tll the geefe began to fly ; his reafons
accepted.—Ditch our tent in the "beft manner.—Method of pitching a
tent in winter.—Fib plentiful for fome time; grow wery fearce; in
great want of provifions.=—Manner of employing my time.— My guide
killed two deer.—Move to the place thcy were lying at; there kil
feveral more deery and three beavers—Soon in want of provifions
again.—Many Indians join us from the Weflward.—We begin to move
towards the barren ground.— Arrive at She-than-uee, and there Juffer
great diftrefs for want of provifions.~—Indians kill two fwans and threc
geefe.—Gecfe and other birds of paffage plentiful.—~ Leave She-than-nee,
and arrive at Beralzone.—One of mycompanions guns burfls, and [batters
bis left band,—Leave Beralzone, and get on the barren ground, clear
of all woods.—Throw away our fledges and fuow fhoes.—Each perfon
takes a load on bis back; my part of the luggage~—~FExpofed to many
bardfbips.—Several days without vicluals.— Indsans kill threc mufk
oxen, but for want Mrc are obliged to eat the meat raw.— Fine

a

weather returns ; m Jire ; effecs of long fofting ; flay a day or two
to dry fime meat in the fun.— Proceed to the Nurthward, and arrive

at Cathawbachaga ; there find fome tents of Indians—dA Northern
feader called Keelchies meets us ; fend a lettcr by bim to the Governor.—
Tranfalions at Cathazehachaga ; leave it, ond procced to the North-
Iﬂt‘cf!;d.j-—Mfcl Jeveral Indians.~My guide not willing to proceea ; bis

G2 weafons
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reafons for it—Mauny more Indians join us.—drrive at Doobaunt
Whoie River.—Manner of ﬁrryng over rivers in the Northern Indian
canocs—No rivers in thofe paris in a ufeful diveétion for the natives.—
Had nearly loft the quadrant and all the powder.—Some refletlions on
our fituation, and the condult of the Indians.— Find the quadrant, and
part of the powder wOé/i'we Jor the latitude.— Quadrant 6ro§e —
Refolve ta return again to the Fa&ory.

DURING my abfence from Prince of Wales's
; Fort on my former journey, feveral Northern
Indians arrived in great diftrefs at the Factory, and were
employed in fhooting partridges for the ufe of our
people at the Fort. One of thofe Indians called Con-
ne-e-quefe faid, he had been very ncar to the famous
river I was engaged to go in queft of. Accordingly
Mr. Norton engaged him and two other Northern Indians
to accompany me on this {econd attempt; but to avoid
all incumbrances as much as poffible, it was thought
advifable net to take any women¥*, that the Indmns
might have fewer to provide for. I would not permit
any European to go with me, but two of the home-
guard (Southern) Indian meén were to accompany me as
before. Indeed the Indians, both Northern and Southern,
paid fo httlc aptention to Ifbefter and Merriman on my
former journey, particularly in times of fcarc;ty, that I was
determined not to take them with me in future; though
the former was very defirous to accompany me again,
and was well calculated to encounter the hardfhips of

* This was 2 propofal of the Governor’s, though ke well knew we could not
do without their aliftance, both for haulmg our baggage, as well as dncﬂ‘mg
fkins for clozhmg, pitching our tent, gewting firing, &c.

{uch
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fuch an undertaking. Merriman was quite fck of fuch
cxcurfions, and fo far from offering his fervice a fecond
time, feemed to be very thankful that he was once more
arrived in fafety among his friends; for before he got
to the Fa&ory he had contraéted a moft violent cold.

Having come to the above refolutions, and fimally de-
termined on the number of Indians that were to accom-
pany us, we were again fitted out with a large fupply of
ammunition, and as many other wfefal articles as we
could conveniently take with us, together with a fmall
fample of light trading goods, for prefents ta the Indians,
as before.

ﬂy inftruions on this occafion amounted to no more
than an ordes to proceed as faft as poffible ; and for my
condué during the journey, I was referred to my former
inftru&ions of Novembey6th, 176g..

Every thing being in rneadinefs for our departure,
on the twenty-third of Fcbruary I began my fecond
journey, accompanigd by three Northern Indians and two
of the home-guard (Southern) Indians, I took particular
care, however, t ackachy, though an excellent hunter,
fhould not be of our party; as he had proved himfelf,
during my former journey, to be a fly artful villain.

The fhow at this fithe was fo deep on the top of

the ramparts, that few of the cannon'were to be feen,
otherwife
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