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Sir JAMES WINTER LNKE, Deputy Governor, 

.lND 
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HONOURABLE SIRS, 

A S the following Journey was undertaken 

at your Req'ueft and Expence, I feel it no 
lefs my Duty than my Inclination to addrefs it 

to you; hoping' that my humble Endeavours 
to relate, in a plain and unadorned Style, 
the various Cirtumftances and Remarks which 

6 occurred 



D E DIe A T ION. 

occurred during that Journey, will meet with 
your Approbation. 

J am, with much Efieem and Gratitude, 

HONOUR\BLE SIRS, 

Your Illoa obedient, and 

moa obliged humble Servant, 

SAM U E L HE A R N E. 
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MR. DALRYMPLE, in one of his Pamphlets relating to 
Hudfon's Bay. has been fo very particular in his ob­

fervations on my Journey; as to remark, that I have not 
explained the conltruaion of the QEadrant which I had 
the misfortune to break. .in my fccond Journey to the 
North. It was a Hadley's QEadrant, with a bubble at­
tached to it for an horizon, and made by Daniel Scatlif of 
Wapping. But as no inftrument on the fame principle 
could be procured when 1 was fetting out on my laft 
Journey, an old Elton's Q..uadrant, which had been upwards 
of thirty years at the Fort, was the only infuument 1 
could then' be provided with. in any refpea proper for 
'inaking obfervations with on the land. 

Mr, Dalrymple aleo obferves, that I only inferted in my 
l:ffi Journal to the Company, one obfervation for the lati­
tude, which may be' true; but I had, neverthelefs, feveral 
oth~rs during that Journey, particularly ' at Snow-bird 
Lake; Thdwey-aza-yetli:, ,ariaClowey, exclufive of that 
mentioned in the Journal taken at Conge-cathawha­
cluig~ . But when ,I was on that Journey, and for feveral 

years 
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years after, 1 little thought that any remarks made in it 
would ever have attraded the notice of the Public: if 1 
/lad, greater pains might and would have been taken to 
render it , more worthy of their attention than it now is. 
At that time my ideas ant! ambition extended no farther 
than to give my employers'lfuch an account of my pro­
ceedings as might be fatisfadory to them, and anfwer the 
purpefe which they had in view;, little thinking it would 
ever come under the infpeetionof fo ingenious and inne­
fatigable a geographer as Mr. Dalrymple mull be allowed 
to be. But as the cafe has turned out othenvife, '1 have 
at my /eifure hours recopied all my Journals into one 
book, and in fame infiauces added to the remarks I had 
before made; liot fa much for the information of thofe 
who are critics'in geography, as for the amufcment of can­
did and indulgent readers, who, may perhaps feel them­
felves in fame meafure gratified, by having the face of a 
country brought to their view, which has hitherto beeri 
entirely unknowtJ t.6 every European except myklf. Nor 
will, I flatter myfelf, il defcripti.on of the modes ·of living, 
manners, and culloms of the natives, ' (which, though long 
known, have neiier been defcribed, I be leCl. acceptiib1: :tp 
the curious. 

I cannnot help bbfcrving, that 1 feel Dly [elf rather hurt .. 
at Mr. Dalrymple's rejeding my latit\!dc' in fo~ptory 
a manner, and" in fo great a 'ptOpo~n, ;:(5 ho . has done; 
becaufe, befOre I arrived at eollkt:.catba:whachaga; the 

Still 
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Sun did not fet during the whole night: a prDof that I 
was then to the Northward of :the ArCtic Circk., I may 
be allowed to add, tha,t when I was, at the Copper 
River, on the eighteenth of. July, the Sun's declination 
was but :;i,., a.ld yet it wa~ ' certainly fome height 'above 
ihe hori~on at midnigl!t; , h9w much. ,a5.1 did not then 
remark, I will pot now 'take' u'pon me to fay; but it proves, 
that the latitude was . conliderably. .morc than . Mr. Dal­
rymple will admit of. His airertiQll, . that no grafs is to 
be found on the, (TQCky)coaft of Greenland farther North 
than t~ latim~e ot 656

, is ,no"prc:,of ,there lhould not be 
any in a,m9sh higbee .1ati.):.Ud. in the ,in\~rior . parts of North 
America. For, in the full: place, J think it is D:lore thall 
probable, that the Coppe! ~iver empties itfe1f into ~ fort of 
inland, Sea, or'?,l'tqU>ve ~-\y, fomewbat like that of Hud­
fon's: ailQ it is weRknown that"no part of the coaft ot 
Hudfoll's Straits, nor thereof ~~bradore" a~ leaft for [orne 
<\e~ SOuth ~fthem, aiii more than, ,the Eaft coaft of 
Hudfoo's I},ay, till 'Ye ar~iY~. J,lIi"r W;~~~~yer, have any 
trees on, :them ; , while the, W \!~ coaftpf the Bay in the 
[arne latitudes, is., wcll &thedwithtiIDbei, Where then . ~ . ~ " . 

is the groun~ (~lucha4.:iffcrtion, ' . ' Ha,d, Mr. Dalrymple 
c~q.fiden;d tillS circlimil;ance only, I Bauer myfelf.he.wQuld 
n<;>t fo haftil y have obj~Cled to woods and grafs being feen . 
inf~lar fit\~atiof\~ .'~~,ugh in" a much higher l.atitude. 
l'l e!th~~, c\'fl t~f i~f~~ w~~?t,*~P.alry~p~e der,jves from 
tj1!!W,or.l C~tmt~~~ ef,\lIllat1ng the dl~anre, ~Cum­
b~~P4 , fJ.Q.u(~.~dlI1Y Yi~ aj}'c;;a t~ quelh<;lll; ',unde( con-

. a 'a ' fideration; 
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licler:,tion; becau{e that diftance being chiefly in longitude, 
I had no means of correCting it .byan obfervation, which 
was not the cafe here. 

I do not by any mean~ willi to enter into a difp.ute with, 
or incur the difpleafure of Mr. Dalrymple; but thinking, 
as I do, that I have not been' treated in fo liberal a manner 
as I ought .to have been. be will excufe me for endeavour­
ing to convince ,~ Public ·that his objeCtions are in a great 

. . 
meafure without foundation.. And having done fa, I {hall 
quit the difagrceable fubjeCi with deClaring, that if any 
part of the f;'llowing !heets !hould aHord amufement to 
Mr. Daltymple, or· any othe~ of my readers, It will be the 
higheft gratification I can recei,!)!, and the ooly recompence 
I defll'e to obtain for the hardihips and fatigue which I un­
'derwent in procuring· the information contained in them. 

Being well al'furcd that feveral learIlfd and curious 
gentlemen are in poJli:iI!op, of manllfcript copies of, or 
extraCts from, my.J Oljl'l~,. as .weB as copit;s of. the Charts, 
I have been in4uced .to make thit .copy .. as correCt as pof~ 
f,ble, and to ptlblilli it ;cfpeciallr as I obfervc that 
fcarcely any two . of the publications that contain extraCts 
from my ' journal.,agr~e in the da~es . when I arriNed at, or 
departed. from, particular places, . To reCtify. tholi:: die.. 
agreements . I applied to the Govef~ ,.\lIld,~l'ce of . 
the Hudfon's,Bay Company, fot, .~~.p¢~my:. original 
J oumals. T~. was grantt;d .• w~fl~· &Jf:.~ a.lIability 

1 and 
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.and politenefs; as welt as a fight of all my Charts relative 
to this Journey. · With··this affifiance I have been enabled 
to reCtify fome inaccuracies that had, bytrufting t«> much 
to memory, crept into thi, C?py; and I now olrer it to 
the Publi" under authenrlc ··dlit'e& and the. beft authorities, 
however widely fome publicatibns may dilfer from it. . 

I have taken: the liberty 'j:6 expunge fome paftage, which 
were ' inferted III the otiginaI 'copy,a, being no ways 
interelling to the Public,and feveralcither, ha~e under­
gone greata1teratj,j~s; ' fo~hat, i;' f",a, the \"hole may 
be raid to be' new"modelled;" by b~ing;;tflended with a va­
riety of Remarks an'dNore$ that weien,,\: hifeifed' in the 
original copy, but whiclimy long relldertce in th~ 'country 
has enabled me to add: 

The account of the princip~l quadrupeds and birds that 
frequent thofe Northern regions in Summer, as well as 
thofe which never migrate, though not defcribed in a fci­
cntific· manner,may not be entirely unacceptable to the 
molt fcientific ' zoologills ;.and to thofe who are unac­
quainted with the technicai terms ured in zoology, it may 
perhaps be more ufefulandentertaining, than .if I had de­
ICribed them in the moll: chffical manner. But I mull: 
not conclude this Preface, without acknowledging, in 
the ·mOlt. ample manner, the affifiance I have n,:ceived 
from ·the peruJiU of Mr. Pennant's ArCtic ZoolOgy; . which 
has enabled" me , to give feveral of the birds their proper 

names; 
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names; for thofe by which they are known, in Hudfon's 
Bay are purely Indian, 3,9d of cou.rfe quite unknown to 
every European who has not rel1ded in that country. 

To conclude, I ~~,luHi"ently regret the lofs of a 
confiderable VoCabulary of, the Northern Indian 'Language, 
containing lixteen folio pages, which was lent to the late 
Mr. Hutchjris, th.en, CfJrrefpondil).g Secretary to the Com­
p~y; to~opy. for C::\lPtain p,uncan, when .he went on 
difcoveries to Hudfon's Bay in the year one thourantl 
feven hundred and ninety. But Mr. Hutchins dying {OOIl 

after, the Vocabulary was taken away with the reft of hi. 
elfeds, and cannot now be recovered; and memory, at 
this time, will by no means fe~!1 to replace it. 

. "'<iI" 
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INTRODUCTION. Page xxi 

C H A . P. 1. 

'Tro'!foflio1lJ from my /(rrviJlK Prince of Wol,s', Fori 01/ myjirjl E..pt­
diJioit, till our Ar,.ifJal thtre' again. 

Set off from the' Fort ~ arrive at Po·eo-tlttc-kif..co Rivtr.-One of the 
Northern Indians · deferr. ...... Crofs ~ Ri'V'er. and walk on the barren 
grounds._Ret~ive wrong information cQncernitlK rbc 'rlifbtnce 'of the woods. 
-""cather begins to be very coJd, provifions all expended, and nething 
to be got.- Strike to the Wcftward, arrive at the woods, and. kill three 
det'T.-Su forward in the North Weft quarter, fee the tracks of rnufk-oxen. 
and decr, but killed none.-:-Very iliort of provi(ions ....... Chawchinahaw wants 
liS to recurn.-Neither he nor his crew contribute-to our mainttnantt.-Be 
influences revera} of the Indians to -dtfcn.-Chawchinahaw and aU his crew 
lea~e us.-Besin our return to the Factory; ktll II few partridges, the Ilrft 
meal we had had '£0:- fcveral days.-VilLlny of one of {he home Indians and 
his wifC, who was a Nonhern Indian woman.-Arriye at Seal River, kill 
two deer; par~ridges 'plenty,-M(et a, ftran~ Norther.n Indian, accompany 
him to his tent, ufage .recclved there; my Indians affiLl: in kiUing fOllle 
bt'avC't.-Proceed towan.l"home, and arrive at the Fort. 

C HAP. II. 

rraJ!faElionl from our Arr;",al !Jf! fhe FaBory, to my lroving il again., 
ofld durinK lv, Firjl Pari if my Smmd Yournty, lill J bud tbe my:. 
fl.,.llIne 10 br(j~ Ihe !l..!fadr41u'. 

Tranfa4ipns at the: Faaory.-Procecd on ·my fecoDd joumey.-Arri.ve at Seal 
Ri"cr . ...:...ne~r plentiful fdr fome timt.-Method of angling fi!h under the ice. 
_~et, our fifuing-ncts._Mcthod ~f fetting nets under the ice.~My guide 

~op()lC:s. 
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propofC1 to. fray till the gtefe lhould begin to fly ; his rtalons accepted._ 
Pirch 9',JI' tent in the beft-manneri-Metkod of pitching a tent in-Winter.­
Fifh plentiful fdt 'fOm.e time; grott very (carce; in' great want of provifions. 
-Manner of employing my time.-My guide killed two detr.-Move to 
the place they were lr.iP& ~tL.~~,,~.(eve~aI mpre deer, and thru beaven:. 
-Soon in want of provifions 181lin.-Many Indians join us from [he Weft­
ward.-We begin to move towards the barren ground.-Arrive atShe-than­
Me, there {uffcr great diftrefs for v,lant of provifions.-Indians kill, tWo [wans 
.Ild three gtefe.-Ged"e and other birds of paffage plt:miful.-Leave She ­
than-nee, anti am.ve: i.t Bua!zone.-O'nc "army companions guns burfts, and 
~trS hisJ~ ~~_~U'e-Beralzone, a,nd get OD the barren ground, clear 
of all ",000$.-Throw.WJY our lU;4ges and (now lhocs.-Each perC on take:> 
a. load on his back; my part of the luggage.-Expofed [0 many hardHHps._ 
Several days withQUt viauals.-Indians kiH three mwlk·oxen) but for W4int 
of fire a[e obliged [0 "«1 the meat raw.-Fine weather returns; make a fi re; 
eff'c:Cl:s of {OI'S fatting .• ftay a d~y or tW.Q to ~ry fome meat in the Sun.­
Proceed tb the Nordl'UJ'd, aud arrrive at Cathawhachaga ; thel'e find tome 
tents of. [tldiaq5 ;~A North.crn ~cr call(dKeelJhie, meets us i fe'nd a Jeucr 
by, him tp the Govemor.-T~fa£tions at Cathawhachaga; leave it and pro­
ceed to the Nordn .. .-d.-.Meet·· (evera) Indians.-My guide . not willing to 
proceed; his reafoBS fQr· i~ .:--Many more I ndiansjoin U$.-Arrive at D oo­
Hant Whoie Ri¥<!r,-M~nc!l of (e!rying over rivers in [he Northern Indian 
canoes,-No riv(;f5 in thofe pans in a ufduI direction for the nac;ives.-Had 
nearly loll' the quadrant. aoo aU the ,powder.-Somc refleCtions on our ntua­
tion, and conduct. of. the .. ~.--.Find t~c qu~drant, 'and part of the 
powder.,"",Obferv. ,,(w <~ ~~.~adrant· b,ok<.-Refolve to return 
again to ,the FadQry. ' Page It 

CHAP, III. 

TrmtjaE/iolls from lb. 'Tim. lb. i<!Ja{iranl w~ hro~<n. till lain ... ' a/ 
. . Ibe FoB.r,. . . 

Several ftrangt-Indians join us from t;"e North~r(),-Ttlot., plcstder. me of all 
I had; but didnot ·plunder the SoUthtm Indians.-M,,· guide plundered._ 
We bcg!n ou~ , ;etUr~ to . the Fa8:ory • .2M 'ee,t wi~ other Indians, .who'join 
cur cOI\1p1IOJ'._CoUeet dw-ikitls f?r clpthing. but < could not get them 

dr<lfed. 
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drelfed.-Suff'er much hardthip from the want of (ents and warm clothing.­
Maft of the Indians kave us.-Mee:t with Matonabbee.-Some account of 
him, and his behaviour to me and the Southern Indians.-Wt: remain in his 
company fome time.-His obCervar.ions on my t""o unfucccfsful attempts.­
We leave him, and proceed to a plac.e to which he diroaed us, in OrdN to 
make fnow-Ihocs and fledges.-J oin Mato~bbee ag<lin, and proce-ed towards 
tLIC FaCtory.in his company.-Ammunition runs fhort.-Myfelf and fOllT 

Indians fet off poil: for the FaCtory .-Mq~h bewildered in a fnow fiorm; my 
clog is frozen to death j we li.e ill a bulb of..,iUows.-Proceed on our journey.­
Grcatdifficuhy in croffing a jumble of [ock.s.-Arrive it the Fort. Page 47 

C HAP. IV. 

Tral!folliollJ during 0"" SIal ot Prince of Walu'J Fort, and tlx finner 
Part C!f our third Ex/~ditio", ti" our ArrifJa/ ill ClDwry, whtre 1&1.1 

built Canou, in May 177t. 

Preparations for our departure.~Rtfure: to take any of the home-guard In.iians 
with mt.-By fa doing, I offend the Governor.-Leave tbe Fort a tnird 
time.-My il1ftruC'tioll.<; on this npedition.-Provilions of all kind!> very 
fcarce.-Arrive at the woods., w])('re we ~iJl fome deer.-Arrive at IflanJ. 
l.ake.-Matonabbee taken il1.-Some remarks tbeJ'eon.-Join the remainder 
of J:he Indians' faniilies.-uave Wand Lake.-De[cripLion tlu:rcoC-Dcer 
plentiful-Meet a firange Indian.-Alter our courfe:: from Wdt North Well: 
to Weft by South.-CroiS Cathawh:lch:.tgl Riyef) Cofi'ed l.ake) Snow. Bird 
Lake, and Pike Lake',-Arrive at a knt of ftrangers, who are employed in 
[naring deer in ' :l pound.-Defcriptioll of a pound.-Mechod af procet~:­
ing.-Remarks thereon.-=-Proceed on our journt"y.-Meet with fever:11 
paniC's ofIndilllls; by one of whom 1 fent a fetter to the Governor at Prince 
of Waks's Fort.- Arriv.c: at Thkweyat rtyeth.-Employment thcre.-Pro­
ad to tht' Nonh North Wdl: and North.-Arrive at Clowey.-O~ Qf (he 
]~dian's wives· taken in labour .. -Remarks thercon.-Cuftoms obferved by 
,he Northern IndiaD~ all tlloft: oc~afions. 60 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. V. 

7nu!foEliolli ot ,Clower. anti Oil ' our jounlf)'l Ii/lour Arrival (1/ Ihe 
Copper-mine River. 

Several ftrange Indians join u'S : -lnd~ns'cmployep in ,building canoes> deCcrip­
tion "and \lfe of diem.-More Indians join" 'us, ' to the amouQ[ of fome hun­
dreJs.-Leave Clowey.";:Receive 1nteUigcnci that KcdJllies was near us.­
Two young mf:n Aifpatc~c¢ fqr my' litre'n .. ~d. goods.-Arrive at Pdhew 
l~kc. r.rofs part otit;' -ant\. make a "hrgc 'fmoke.-Onc of Matonabbce's 
wives tlopt:s.""":,,,Samc rt"marks01,the Datives.~Ke~lnlies joins us, and de­
livers my letters, Lut the go:ods wire all e~pended ....... ~'\. Nonhern Indian 
willies to take one o( Matonabbec's wives fr9m him; matters compromilcd, 
but -had like to have 'Proved f.·unl to my progrrrs.~Cror; P~ihew Lake. when 
J make proper arrangements (or the remainder .of my journ,ey.-Many 1n­
di:ms join oui' p;ury,. in order [0 make waf oo"the E{quim~ux at the Copper 
Uiver._Preparations rruu;fc.'for that purpo(e :,while ~t Clowey.-Proaed 00 

Qurjournt"y',ro the North -Some remarks on , the way.-Cro(s CO~3d Lake 
on the ice.-The fun diq.'l\Ot rtt.-Arrive at?'Consccathawhachaga._Find 
feveral Copper,lndians ~ere.~~e1!tarks and tninfaCtions during our fray at 
CongecaroaWhacbaga.-Proceed'on :ourjourney . ...:.. Weatll~r .try ba(J,-Ar­
rive ae rhe Stoney Mounta_ni';;':Somt' account of ,them.-Crofs par,t Qf Buf­
falo Lake, on the ice.-Saw manY' mu$k,.oxeo.-Defcriprlon of thttn :~ Wtnr 
,,;'ith wme indiaua to view Gfi2;2lt-bear HiU.-:'--Join ~ ftrange,':r:loithdn '1n~ 
dian L<~r. calltdsQ!Jye; i~. &;li(p;u,y w,i,h .• liii& Copp<r]lndi~--Ti~ir_ 
bd,.viour~tlI~~.th • . GOP''''.itiin,f Riw'f.'' . ·· Piogt·· ~.S . 

en , H . A .p 
'4ir : . ' , " VI. 

rrO/!fa8io~ ii,!i¥J~;~tRi"'r.Qn" t;q,:",-joi",,! ".f, · I/;iW~ 
. . :b '(!if ;Soulh D[C./ltlld liii/z;, 
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kin them while ~Oeep.-Crofs the river. - Proceedings of the Indians as they 
advance tow;trds the Efqujmaux [tnts.-The Indians begin the maff;lcre 
while the poor Efquimaux are a~eepJ and flay them all.-Much affe8:ed at 
the fig~ of One young worn¥! killed dofe [0 ~y feet.~ The beh,arionr of 
the Indians on this occati :'ln.- Their brutilh treatment of the dead bodies.­
Seven more tents (een on the oppoiirc fide of tht' river.-The Indians har3fs 
them, tiII rnc:"y fly to a (hoaJ in the river for fafcry.-Behaviour of the In- . 
lJians afrer killing th.oCe Efquimaux.-Q~fs the river, and proceed "[0 the 
tents 'on that fi&,.-:P!unner their tents, .anJ ddl:(Oy their lItcnfils .-Continue 

" . ',' ? " , 
my furv,.y to the river's mOl!t~ . ...:..1temark! there.-Set out on my return .-
Arrive at one o'f the Copper-mioes._Remarks .00 it.-Many att~mpcs made 
to induce' the Copper Indians to carry (h~ .own goods [0 ml+.rket~-Obrtacles 
to it.-Vil1:tny and cruelty of Kec!ihies to fome of thofe poor , Indians.­
I eave the Copper-mine!, and walk at an amazing rate till we. join the women, 
by tbe. fide .pf-.Cogead Wboie.-Muc,b foo.t~found~r~~~ The apjXarance 
vc:::ry alarming. b~t foon J,;'hanges for the better.~P.'rQce.ed to the. Soutl)warq, 
and join the remainder of the women and . .ciiill,iIen~:':Many ·other Indians 
arrive with them· :. . " . . P..ge. 145 

CHAP. VII. 

R'Rlt1J'ls/IYJm Ibt . 'l'imt iheOWom," j6Inti ,u,s. .NI our Arrival 01 IIx 
Albap'!fcrtW LaJe. 

Seveal-Qr"d~ " jndians rkk.-Ml:thod ufea~ by the conjurers' to rdie!,e one m~, 
who rc:~ovia'.-Matonabbee and his aew.' proceed: to ' the iSOllth \V dt­
M~'<>i ~~r Indian, ~t<. and,i!:O' thdt r<fpe&iVe~.~Paf' by 
VVhltt" Stonc:1:.akc·.-~ny ·deh kiUe·~ .~m~r'ety" :'t6r"~'tneir.'fkin,·.~Rtln:trks 
tht:l'e~m ... and' OP -the cjecr,.:.,5t.rp~Ctin'g ·reaforu · ail4: Placr:s,.:.;-Arrlve ... at Point 
l.ake.-;One ofrhc; Indian's 'wivCB b~iqg . fiC'ltJ is I"eft ·b~hjlid, tu peria. above. 
ground.-:,,\Ve~r very ~, but .,pec,t ··f4tnt)i.~S~~y · '(Omc time at Point 
Lake [0 c!ry: ,~eat, &( . ....;.Wjni:er fet in.'''':'-Supe.r~:ous CU«:9111sobfervcd "' by 

~1Ir: ~omp:ml~, .ft~ '~~1 >~ad k.ill~d th. ; E(~"/I ... ~itf<:bpper'Ili~<r:_ 
A vlt,llc~ .t b"'lk" of wlmI}),\'tr(e~ .Pll" tCllt and·brelks' ~y quadrant.·-Some 
Copper and Dog- ri9.~d lrtdians join us.-Indians propore ~. s9:'~o ,the_Atha~ 
~~,~,,~~,.to k.i~. m~'f('.-:Le!lve Po~nt Lake:.. al1d _airl~e (;i(th.~ ·WOC?d's 
~~A~g.~f'·~" ~ 'p:n,l~d 'Lake.-Trao1Atbont tbete.-Rtmar~ ,1'nfillnce 
of::.~~ein's, ·cured 'Of ,the pally .~Y the co;';ur~n.-.Leave Anawd L1kc. 
44ri"i~ at-'th,c' great Athapu[cow Lake. 189 
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C HAP.. VIII. 

Tra,ifnlli()fJJ antI R emarks.. fivlm our ,Arrivol fin tbe Soulh Side if tDt 
Athapufco'lv Lall, lill ollr· Arrival 01 Prillce of H~11(J'J F()rl Oil 

Churcbill RiVlr. 
• 

Crofs the Athapufcow Lake.-Ddtription of it And its. produClions, as far a~ 
could he difcovt-red in \Vimer, '·when the 'fnow was on the ground.-Fi01. 
fOUlld in the lake.-DefcripdQ'o 6f the buffalo ;.-o( the moore or elk, aOll 
the method of dreffing their ~i~~ .. -Find·a woman ,alone that had not ft:!:n a 
human face for mol'(: than. fevd,(months.-Her account how Ole came to be 
in (hat lituation) :lnd her curious method of procuring a livc:1i hooo.- MaJl} 
of my Indians wrdl:led for her.-Arrive at the great Athapufcow R i\'cr. ­
Walk along the fide of the River for fevrTa! daY:5, ami then !trike oW to the 
Eallward.-Difficuhy in getting through the woods in many places.­
Meet with forne fhanSt NortheJin Indians on their rerurp from the Fort.­
Meet more ftrangers, .... hom my companions plundered, and from whom they 
took one of their young womt:n.- Curious m!1nner"of life: which chofe RrangrTS 
kld, aud the reaton they gave fur roving fo far- from lheir ufu:!.1 refidence. ­
Le:lYt the fine levd country of the Arhapufcows" ::mdarrivr. at the. StOny B iBs 
of the Northern Indiail Councry.-Meet fome (hange Nonhern Indians, 
ont of whom carried a lener (or ~e' to Prince of ""Vales's F~rt in March one . ' . , 
thoufilOd fe~en hundred and ~vcl1tY.;one, and now gave me i n o.nfwei to if , 
(bted twentieth of J une folloWiog.-.lndians begin prtparttlg ~"~wofk and 
hi rch~ rind' £dr : t:.1nOel.~T,hc~u~ia) ~fVer-y 'fev.ef( .~·l~ method"'Of 
Tlinninl!? tI,e .. ~'!d<e'n'\",!i{iIl,. .. Cp«d:'c;f foot.(....AI.ri.u '! Theele),m· 
RiveT."';~ .• foiildh",g'i,;"'::'Tht'biMa1il:yo(. my comp.nions._A m-· 
mcndous gate lnd '(ll9-w.drlft.-M¢et, wi·t1hnor~ ·nrangttl.-rtmaTks on it.­
Leave all.r&.e eld.eriy'·:p:ople and ctUldren, and pr9Ceed dire~~y to the: F or.t ___ 
Stop to. build .aioc:s,)~~~h I1dvance:.-.sev~l.tl of the < I:n't:u..~ .d!e thro~gh. 
hunge"{ a.I'l'iii"!lt~"'''obliged i<>dedine .tl!e j~j:l\ ...... oram­

. munitio .. '-k.~f·l!dm. ,ind inuiii\Ar.!on."~j19lCed' tiI~die i'op of a. 
high hill/~t;tiw,f fuffCTed gimdiftrd'j 'fOT-iIiOi.:·~: F"P .am...:}(iU Ce­
v~ntl deer :';;":$ !riiIiin~ method Of pIH.~ ~fj';lIrif~.:tt1'~ 
of falt.--Se" ~. lndWls that ..... 1I'!..,·to ~".,~'.OI;all . . .. ~~ , . . . 
kind, n:madi'b!fpleatifuJ.-Azri>re i.qhc:tlo&i'y P>#<47' 
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power, and generally exaa more forlheir furrs than any other tribe of In­
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ne;al jealous of ~heir wives:- Their mariiages.-Girls alway~ betrothed 
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i:>ands o~ ,any ~~,de .q~reJ.-R~ckoned very. undean: 00 thofe occafions.­
The Northern ' 'Iodia.ns freqllt:ntlYl for the want of firing, are obli~d to eat 
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pofe~.-Thelr opm1otl p(¢e J/lltora B9retdis, &,.-SOme. ~.coupt· of Ma-

. ' ' " . ' ,' , I " , . . '"'. . 

~~~b~i .:a:!a:1$ f~!v'(~ to . his~qWl\l1, ... wcll as t"the~p>n.:;. lIay 
.. ~Y·, . Page 3010 
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An Account of the principal Q.u.adrupeds found in the Northern Parts. ofHud· 
fon's Bay.-The Buffalo. Moore, Mt~pox, Deer, 'and Beaver.-A ca: 
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The Pinnated ~adrupeds :with nn-like Feet, ' found in Hudfon'! Bay. 
are but three in nwnber, viz. the Warlus, or Sea·Horfe-Seal-and Sca­
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The Species of Filh f<\tm<; : in, the Salt Wa~,~ of"HUdfor.'o'Ly ire alfo few in 
number,j i;i:ing theBla4Whale-White"Wha!e-"S.lm_nd Kepling, 

'SheU';fiih, and empty Sl.ldls of {everat kinds, found on, the Sea Coaa 
mar Churchill River. 

, Fr9gs of various flus and colours -; alfo a great 'V~iety of Gru1?bJ, 'and ,o~h~r 
Infefls, always found in:a frozen ftacc: during Winter, but ~hc~ cxpofed to 
the heat of allow fire; are foon re.::.animau:d. 

"'" {; '. 
An Account' oU9mt '! .ih<; pdll9!'Y ;Bir4~folgjd ill ,the ,NO!Jh<,~;' Pal;tS 0( 

. H udfor{s,'· 'Bay.; 'is well 'thi>fO . .' tfltt<' only rn!gr~h~ there in '$,.urift\~t j' as . thorc 
that are kflown .tO .brave the'~oldetl: Wln~~agles 6£'';arious kinds­
Hawks of;-~arf~us ·:fizes and plualagt~mite ~r Snowy Owl-Gray ,.or 
mottled O.wl-ton::i:;d« ... c,ooc~~:aven-CiJ)elj:~s Cr~,~ W ood Peeker 
-Rull"ed",Groiir';:l..Phill"ailt-Wood Parrridge"7'" Willow ,PlIo/idg~"7'""Roclc 
ParrriJg';..ll'lg.otifq(ta:!>reaft<d Thrulh-GfoIbe;k""~ Bunling_ 
Whit,.cr~'ia:;ItU#n'~;;'Lapland Finch. r:W~: ro~-Lark-';;;'Titmoufe­
Swal1ow.....:.M'ift;ifl~opping Crane-Brown ' C~"':"Bitron-:-C4.r)9w, two 
f,,:,,- Ja<k. ·~n!l#~')l<d Godwal1:-.Plov~i-Bi~~ '(lu!ll~t~Northern 
D,ver-Blac:k.thijlliOd D,ver-Re&>thro>t<d DI_~ Wlllte, Gu~ 
Gull-B""'k-h~Pelic"'-GooWt<1Cr.,..SWan, .o£ twc,fpecits-common ' 

. . . Gtty 



CON TEN T S. 

Grey Gooft-Canada Goofe-White or Snow Goofe-Blue Gook_Horned 
Wavy-Laughing Goofe-Barren Goofe-Brent GoaCt-Dunter Goofe~ 
Bean Goofe. . ;, 

The fpeties or Water-Fowl ufually ca.Ue4 Duck, that: refort to thofe PaTtI 
annually. are in great variety; hut tbofe that :lre maA: c:fieemed arc, the 
Mallard Duck-Long-tailed Duck-Wigton-and Teal. 

• • • e>f t~e Vegi-;able produaions as far North.a! ChuN::hill River, particularly the 
moA: ufeful; [uch as the Berry-bearing Bulhc:s, &(,-Goofc:berry-Cran. 
bcrry-:-Heathbcr~y~lJewate~ber:ry~Bl!I.ck Currans-J uniper-berry"':p~. 
triJge-be~y~Strawberry-Eye-.berry-Blue-berry-and a fmall fpecles of 
Hips. 

Burridg(' J Colrs(OQt!....$orrd-:Dandelfon. 
·Wifh.a~capucca'-: J ackalbey-puck'-:Mofs of 'Vario~' forti-Gran of [c­

veral kinds-and Vtt,hes. ' 

The T,rces found r~; f&r:North " ~ar the' Sea, aonflft only of Pines-Juni-
pcr";'.~maU Poplar:-Bufh-wilJ",,'s-and Cr«ping Birch. Page Jsg 
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FOk many years it ,,:'as the opinion of all ranks of 
people, that the H udfon' s Ilay Company were averfe to 

making difcoveries of every kind; and being content 
with the profits of their fmall capital, as it was then 
c~Iled, did not want to inereafe their trade, What 
might have ' been the ideas of former members of the Com­
pany refpeaing the fidl part ofthefe charges I cannot ray, 
but I am wen affured that they, as well 'as the prefent 
members, have always been ready to embrace every plau­
lible plan for -extending the trade, As a proof of this 
:drertion, I need only mention the vall: fums of money 
which ih'ey have d:pended at different times in endeavour­
ing to d!,~bli1h fifheries, though without fuecefs: and 
the fol1o~Joumey, iogether with the various attempts 
rnad~by Bean; Chriffopher ,' Johnll:on, and Duncan, to 
find a North Well: paffag~;, are recent proofs that the -pre­
fent members are as delirous of making difeoveries, as they 
are of extending their trade. -

That air of myfiery, and affdtation of fecreey, perhaps, 
which formerly attended fome of the Company's proceed­
ings 'in the Bay, might give rife to thofe colljeCiures; and 
the unfounded afiertions and unjnll: afper/ions of Dobbs, 

Ellis, 
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FOR many ye~rs it \\:as the' opinion of all ranks of 
people, that the Hud{an's !lay Company were averfe to 

making di[coveries of every Itind; and being content 
with the profits of their fmall capital, as it was then 
called, did not want to increafe their trade. What 
might have -been the ideas of former members of the Com­
pany refpecting the firfi part of thefe charges I cannot 6y, 
but I am welt :iffured that they, as well -as the prefent 
members, have always been re:ldy to embrace every piau­
fible plan for -extending the trade. As a proof of this 
affertion,_ I need only mention the vafi fums of money 
which they have expended at different. times in endeavour­
ing to eft~bli!h fifueries, thougbwithout fuccefs: and 
the fo1l6Wl&g Journey, together with the various attempts 
made- by -6ean;-ChriftOpher, ' Johnfion, and DuilCan, to 
find a North Weft pa/lage~ are recent proofs that the-pre­
fcnt members are as defirous of making difcoveries, as they 
are of extending their trade, 

That :lir of myllery, and affectation of fecrecy, perhaps, 
which fortnerly attended fame of the Company's proceed­
ings 'in the Bay, might give rife to thofe cohjectures; and 
the unfounded allertions and unjuft afperfions of Dobb" 

Ellis, 
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Ellis, Robfon, Dragge, and the American Traveller, the 
ollly Au thors that have written on Hudfon's Bay, and who 
have all, from motives of intereft or revenge, taken a 
particular pleafurc in arraigning the conduct of the Com­
pany, without having any real knowledge of .their pro­
ceedings, or any experieno" in their fervice, on which to 
found their charges, mull: !Jave contributed to confirm the 
public in that opinion. ¥oll: of thofe Writers, however, 
advance fuch notorious abfurdities, that none except thofc 
who are already prejudiced againft the Company can give 
them credit 

Robfon, from his fix years rdidence in Hu4fon's Bay and 
in the Comp~ny·. fervice, might naturally have been fup­
pofed to know fomething of the climate and foilimmcdiately 
round the Factories at which he relided; but the whole of 
hi~ book is evidentl.y written with Jl1"ejudice, arui:diCl:ated 
by a fpirit of ,ev~e, J>cffilk his romantic _ ~d jncon-

. . .... 
fiftent IChemcs were r~~ by the ('om~~: BeEdel, 
it is w~J.own that~wa,I::D9 QlOre .tbaaa tool .1n 
the hand of Mr. Dobbs. 

The American Traveller, though a more -elegant writer, 
has ftiJl lefs claim to 6ur indulgence, as his affertions are , 

• Since the above was written. a ~r. Umfreyille has pubJ~111fd lin account 
of Hudfan's Bay, ~j.th the fame ill· natUN' as the "(orlller AtlChors'; and for no 
other rea(on than that of being difappointed in (uccccdipg to a command in 
the Bay, though tb(re was no vacancy for him. 

a greater 
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a greater tax on our credulity. His faying that he di [­
covered feverallarge lumps of the lindl: virgin copper '" iJ 
fuch a palpable fallehood that it needg no refutation. No 
mal'l, either Englifh or Indian, ever found a bit of GOpper 
in that c0!lrftry to the South of the feventy-lidl: degree of 
latitude,. unle!s it had been: actidentally dropped by fome 
of the far Northe.D ladiaal>fn their way to the Com-

• 
party's· .Padoey. 

. 

The natives who range over. rather than inhabit, the 
large track of land which lies to the North of Churchill 
River, having repeatedly brought famples .of copper to the 
Company's Fa6.fury, many of our ~pJ:e conjeduredthat 
it wag fOUM not far from our fettlements; and as the In­
dians informed . them. that the min!'s were liot very dill:ant 
frornal:trge Fiver, it was generally fuppoled that this river 
.mull: empty itklf into Hudfofi's Bay, as they could by 
no., meansJ hink that any fet of people, . however wander­
ingthcir .ner of life migh~h!;, could ever. tl1lver[e fo 
large acntk of troUIltrJ,1III t» ,pM;. the Northern Iloundary 
dfthat Bati' and ~atly Without the alllftance of 
water-carriage. The' followipg " Journal, however, will 
!hew how·, mUl<h thoU: people have · been miIlaken, and 

. prove ·aled · the' improbability of putting their fa·vourite 
fcheme ot mining into pradice. 

Amencan TravcnCr. page 2J. 

The 

xx.iii 
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The accounts of this grand River, which· [orne have 
turned into a Strait, together with the [ample, of copper, 
were brought to the Company's Factory at Churchill River 
imme<;iiately after its fira efiablilhment, in the year one 
thoufand [even hundred and lifteen; and it does not ap­
pear that any attempts .were . made to di[cover either die 
river or mines till the year,ope thQllfand [even hundt:ed and 
nineteen, when ,tbe Company nttedo\1t a lhip, caUed the 
Albanv Frigate, Captain bebige BarlQllf", . and a /loop, 

,called 

Captain BarJoW was Governor" at Albany Fort when the French Went 

over land (rom Canada to' be'fiege it in 17°4. The Canadian.! :md their In­
dian ,guides lurked .in ~u.e -'~~hbourhQod \cOf .i\lbany.ft>r feveral days Jiefore 
they made the attack, ' and killed many of ,the catcle tb~t ,w,~re g~_ziQg .,in. ,the 
marfhes. 'A faithf~l Home-Indian, who was on a hunting e){curCion, 'difco­
vering thofe {hangers, and fuppofing them to be enemies, immediate-Jy rerurnecf 
to the Fore, and informed the GOvernor of Ehe circumflance, who gave" littJe 
credit to ie. However, er~ry 'meafure was taken for the , defcnc,~. pf the Forr. 
and orders w('re given to th~ Mafter of a floap that lay at f~tM- ' diftance, to 
come to the fort with ali po(lible c~pedition on hearing a gun fired. 

. · c · . ' . _~ 

Accontingly, in the m,iddlc,'fif t~ night, ~o:r,'_ ratheri ' in fhf:fuorning t the 
Fr<nch came uforedteFort, iJ2WR:hed · uplt6'·~ gate, "&Ad dtmandtd .•• _ 
trance. Mh Barlow~ who was th~ ~ '~ ~c~ the&, rhauhe Governor 
...,as aneep, 'but he would get the keys immeC.t-ety., 'The French hearing this, 
upetl:cd no opPOfition, and flocked' 'dp to the gate as clofe '&S they co'uld nand. 
Barlow took , .. odva.uge "Cthi. oWortlln\cy, and 'inll.id of opening the 
gate, only openW.~t,"IO' ,~~~s, 'whert two fix.,pounden ,ftoocLlbaded with 
grape thot, ... hichw"" ·inftantly fired. This difchargt: ki!I~~ great numb< ... of 
the French, and among them the Commander, who wa. an Inthtnan: 

Such an unes-petted reception m~~ ,the r~~pder rctit:c. with'·p.at: prcd~ 
pitation j and tIk Mailer of the noop 'hear,mg, the guns, made the ,beft ,of hi. 

way 
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called the Difcovery, Captain David Vaughan. The fole 
command of this expedition, however, was given to Mr .. 
James Knight, a man of great experience in the Com­
pany's .fervice, who had been 'many years Governor at 
the 'Id.ilFerent FaClories in the Bay, and who had made 
tile firIl: fettiement at Churchilll River; Notwithftanding 
the expet'ience Mr, Knightm,ht have had of the Com­
pany's bulinefs, and his kno~lfdge of thofe parts of the 
Bay where he had relided, it cannot be fuppofed he 
was well acquainted with th~ature of the buGnefs in 
which he then engaged, having nothing to direCl him but 
the /lender and imperfeCt accounts which he had received 
from the Indian" who at that time 'were little known, 
and iefs underftood. 

way up tO~:~ F~Vbu[ fome of the F~nch w~o la.y concealed uDd:r the 
banks of the river killedhimJ and all the boat's crew. 

The French retired from this place with reluCtance ~ for fome of them were 
hurd 'fbootiilg 'in · the ncighbou~d t:I the fort .ten <,lays after th.ey were 
repulfe(f; , · .nd , o'~~ac inpaitial1ar w,~,up ' and down the platform leading 
from .. dIe ga1II.i"",,~FOfI,t'C!- the l,a..,ch for a whole day. M~ Full.rton, 
who ,waS then GO'lC:""", at A~1J fpQke ro him in French, and offered him 
kind quarters if he cqafc to accept th~m; but to thofe propofals he made 
,,., rtply, ana ~>fhook' his head. Mr. FU~TCon tilen told himl that unlefii 
~ would rdiaQ.~m,fdf· up as ~ prifooer;.·· he ~ould .moC: a8'urcdly fhoot him ~ 
on which t~ ()'I~n advanced,poar:er tht For~and Mr. Fullarton {bot :him out 
of his cham~\IfIil3or. 'Perhaps ..the hardfhipi this poor man expctted to 
encounter ,.hjsreturn to Canadal made him prefer death ; bue his refuftog to 
__ c·quaner from fo humane and generoUs an enemy as the Englilh, i • 
• IhliliIbiJ'~ 

Thofe 

xxv 
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Tho[e di[advantages, added to his advallced age, he 
being then near eigbty, by no Incans difcouraged tliis bold 
adventurer; who was .[0 pre<poffelfed of his fuetefs, and 
of the great advantage that would arire frQm his difco­
vcries, that he procured;ltlld took with him, fome "'(ge 
iron-bound ehefts, to hol~' gold dufl and other val\Jahle~ , 
which he fondly flattered' ,,niJIil\:l.f wen: to he fotlnd 111 

thofe patts. 

The firft paragraph of Jhe G::etnpany's Orders to Mr. 
Knight on this occafian appears to be as follows: 

" To, Captain J AIIIIIS 'KN'lGHT. 

" SIR, 4th June, 1719 . 
.. From the experience .~e have had of yow abilities 

" in the management ,of O<!Ir affitirs, wehavt;" ,upon your 
" application to us, htted out the Albany frigate, Captain 
" George Barlow, and the . Difcovery, Captain Qavid 
" Vaughart CottlIIlapder; }lpon:!1IiHco!,ery~tqeNorth,. 
" ward i ',and to ihat cnd ha.ve giVI/II ')IOU,·P,er and au~ 
" thority to aCl: and do all things ' relating to the faid 
" voyage, the, navigation or; .,~e raid Ibip a!ld ,!loop ,oply 
" excepted ;.and have given order&. and inftnIttiPnHO our 
" faid Commandm for that purp.m. . , ' 

" You , are. . with the firft op~ity. ofw'ind a.tul< 
" weather, to depart from Graveknd on Y.",. _itltenclecl 

" voyage, 



I N T 1t -0 Due T ION. 

U voyage, and by God's pecmiffion, to find out the Straits 
" of Anian, in order to difcover gold and other valuable 
" commodities to the Northward, & c. f!I c." 

~r. Knight fOOD left Gravefend, and proceeded on his 
voyage;- out the 0:Up not returqing to England that year, as 
was exp!'decl. it was judged t~!he had wintered in Hud­
fon's Bay; and having on board good flock of provi{ions, a 
houCe in (rame, together with necdfary mechanics, and 
a great aifortment of trading ~s, little or DO thoughts 
were cnter.tained of their not, ~ng in fafety: but as 
neither !hip nor /loop returned to England in the follow­
ing year, (one thouJ3nd (even hundred and tweuty,) the 
Company were much alarmed for didr welfare; and, by 
their !hip which went to Churchill in the year one thouGtnd 
feven hundred and twenty-one, they fent orders for a 
/loop cilled the Whale-Bone, John Scroggs Malter, to go 
in, fearch of them; but the !hip not 'arriving in Ch1lrchill 
till late in the year, thofe orders could not be put in exe­
cution tilhhs: Summa- following. (onethoufand [even hun­
dredancl~two) 

The NOI'tb Well: coaftof HuMan's Bay being littk 
known iri ·thbfe ,dIlYs;.- and ' Mr. ScrdggsBnding himfd f 
greatly e1'll I.: h ' !hoals and rocks; retut ned to 
Prince 0 . aks~ s ·Fort without making any certain difco­
~. peaing the above !hip or /loop; for all tliemarb 
he @~1tilidl\g the Efquimaux at 'Whale Cove fearcely 

5 amounted 

.. xx,' II 
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amounted to the fpoils which might have been made from 
a trilling accident, and confequently could not be con­
fidercd as figns of a total fhipwreck . 

The flrong opinion which then prevailed in Euro,gi r('­
fpeCting the probability ' a( a North Wen paffigc' by tlie 
way of Hudfon's Bay, mt many conjeCture that Mellrs. 
Knight and Barlow had 10 nd that paffitgc, and had gone 
through it into the Sou ' Sea, by the way of Cali­
fornia. Many years elapf.~ without any other convincing 
proof occurring to the contrary, except that Middleton, 
Ellis, Bean, Chriftopher, and J ohnfton, had not been able 
to find any fuch Hllllage, And notwithftanding a floop 
was annually fent to' .ihe Northward on 'difcovery, ,and to 
trade with the Efquimaux, it was the Summer of one 
thoufand feven :hul)dred and lixty-feven, before we ,had 
politive proofs that poor Mr. Knight and Captain Barlow 
had been Ion in HudfOl1's Bay. 

The Company ,wef<: np~ carrying on a .. black whale 
fifhery, and Marble Wand, was made. tb\l:~.of rend~­
vous,not (;IDly on account ·of the ~mmodioufilefs of the 
harbour, ,but becaufe it hadbc::en obferved that the whales 

'- ' q' , 

were more . plentiful. abo~t that, ifland than on any 
other part of the. ;<;oatl:, This befflg., tkCC. ~!, the boats, 
when on the loo~.out for fifh~ had frcquait ~flOn to . 
TOW clofe ,to the l/land, by whlch·,means they dlj\,QV~' 

a new harbour near the Eafi end of it, "'~..th.P" bead 
" 

of 
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of which they found guns, anchors, cables, bricb, a 
fmith', anvil, and many other articles, which the hand of 
time had not def.1ecd , and which being of no ufe to 
tl~,-nativcs , or too heavy to be rcmowd by them, had not 
bce"taken from the place in which they were originally 
l<fid. "rlie remains of the houfe, though pulled to picces 
by the Efquimaux for the wood and iron, arc yet very plain 
to be fcen, as :lIfo the hulls, or ~10re properly fpeaking, the 
bottoms of the /hip and 11001') which lie funk in about 
live fathoms water, toward the-JKaZ -of th" harbour. 
The figure-head of the {hip" aild~~ the guns, &e. were 
fent home to the Company, "and ,are"\;ertain proofs that 
MdTrs. Kqight and Barlow had been lo/lon that inhofpi­
table il1and, where neither flick nor /lump was to be fcen, 
and which lies ncar (ixtcen miles from the main land. 
Indeed the'main is little better, bewg a jumble of barren 
hills arnJ..rocks, defiitute of every,kindof herbage except 
mofs and gn&; and at that part,. , the woods are fevcral 
h~mdreds of miles from the fea-fide. 

>In .the" SuQ\ql¢r of ()nethou(and [even hundr,ed and 
fixPy-nioe, whi!c.wewcre profccuting the fi/hery, we faw 
feveral Efqnimaux .at this ,new, harbour ; and perc~iving 
,that o,;c or-two of 'th" n wereg~catly, advanced in years, 
our curiofit e - d to alk them fome qucftions con­
cerning ,c abo\f<l /hip'and 11001', which we wcre the bctter 
~ . to do by the ailiilancc of an E[quimaux, who 

, . NUl;' ift'the Company's fervice as a linguifl, and an­
y failed in one of th2ir veil,,!s in that charaCter. The 

.account 
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account which we received from them was full, d ear, 
and unrcferved, and the fum of it was to the following 
purport; 

When the velfels arrived at this place (Marble ~'nd j 
it was very late in the Fall, and in getting theiil"i,lto th~ 
harbour, thclargell reecivttd much damage; but on being 
fairly in, the Englilh bega,./, to build ~he houfe, ~heir num­
ber at that ume, fcemwg t6 be about hlty. As lOon as the 
ice permitted, in the<~£lIowing Summer, (one thour.~lld 
feven hundred and t~v<!'nty,) the Efquimaux paid them ano­
ther vi/it, by whith time the number of the Engliil) was 
greatly reduced, and' thofe that were living feemed very 
unhealthy. According to the account given by the Efqui­
maux they were then very bufily employed, but about 
what they could not' eafily deferibe, probably in length­
ening the long-boat ; ' for at n )jttle dill:ancc from the houfe 
there is now Iyingagteatquantity of oak chips, which 
have been moll alfuredly tnade by carpenters. 

Sicknefs and famine occa!1oned fuch h,.vook among the 
Englilh, that by the fctting'in of the fecond Winter their 
number was reduced to twenty. That Winter (o,:,e thou­
[and feven hundred and twenty ):0me of the Efquirriaux 
rook up th~ir abode 'on the oppo~~fi~J.,:..~t ,the harbour 
to tbt on whiCh the Engliih had built ·their~s -,and 

. fr~e~ 

. • 1 lilve fceo [he remains of chore houfef'fe~cral 'time$J~rtt ' ,l tf~e 
'Weft fIde of the h~rboUl') and in all probability will be difcernible for rnal,;~caTs 
co COlnt: . 

, . 
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frequently fupplicd them with fueh provilions as they 
had, which chiefly conlified of whale's blubber and fcars 

·fh and train oil. When the Spring advanced, the Ef­
qu aux went ' to the continent, and on th~ir viliting 
Maro," li1and again, in the Summer of one thoufand feven 
hundrea"'llIi.d twenty-one, they, only found five of the 
Englifh alive, and thofe were in . fuch dil1:rcfs for pro­
vi·lions that they eagerly eat t* feal's flefh and whale', 
blubber quite raw, as they pur~&fed it from the natives. 
This difordered them fo much, th~ them died in 
, few days, and the other two, °t.im~ very weak, made 
a fhift to bury them. , Thofe two furvivCd many days after 
the rell, and frequently went to the top of an adjacent rock, 
and earndUylooked to the South and Eaft, a.s if in eX;JeCl:a­
tion of fome veffi:ls coming to their relief. After continu­
iugthere a, eOAfidcrable till\<' together; and nothing "p­
pearing in ·ligIJ.t, .they fat dowiI. clofe together, and wept 
bit~erly . . At length one of the two .died, and the other's 
Ihength was fo far exhaul1:ed, that he fell down and died 
alfo, in attempting to dig a grave for his .companion. The 

Ie is rather furprifing,· thu '~~ther Middleton, Ellis, ChriftophcT. Johnflon, 
nor Garbet, who have an ofthem'been ·at 'Marble: Wand, and fome of them 
often, ever difcovcr,ed th;i$ h~rpou i particularly the l¥t~mentioned gtntleman, 
who actually faitcd q'ulte ' TOUn > e iO:md 'in a very nne pleafanc day in the Sum­
mer of 17664, lJ?~'~l' ',. 'ery was rdi:rved' for a. Mr. Jofeph Stephens! a 
m~ o(tpe l~~rit :l'.~ev~J· ~ew, . ,(ltough he then had the command of a 

. Succefs, employed in the whale-fiDlery j and in the year 1769, 

~:~~~~.th::Ct;C.harlotte given to himl a fine brig of one hundred 
tons ., 

d 2 [culls 

xxxi 
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[culls and other large bones of thefe two men are now 
lying above-ground c10fe to the houfe. The longefi liver 
was, according to the Efquimaux account, always cmpl0ll." 
in working of iron in;,o implem,ots for them; pro~lv 
he was the armourer, or finith. 

, Some ~orther~ Indlal~\ '~flocame to trade at Prince 
of Wales s Fort In the '- 'pnng of the yur ,one thoufimd 
[even , hundl'e<ita;>d lix~ -eight, brought farther accounts 
of thc 'grnnd river, a~_Svascalled, and alfo feveral pieces 
of copper, as fa~ of the produce of the mine ncar 
it; which determined Mr. Norton, who was then Go­
vernor at Churchill, ' to rcprefent it to the Company as an 
affair worthy (If ,theiritttentIoli'; "'l:ind' as he went that ycar 
to Engbnd, he hrid ''iln opportiinity 'of laying all the in­
formation he hlidreteivedbefore the Board, with hisopi­
nion thercdn,alidthe-l'lari which he thoUght moftlikdy 
to '(uccced in thci ' 'difcovery of thofe 'mines, ', In , c0!lfe: 
quence of Mr. 'Norton's -r~prefentations, the Comrpittcc rc-
[olved to rent! an~ '!iiit~lIigent by ," ,' ll() obferve 
the Idngitttde alld-'Iatittide':of " to ,make 
a cha'tC:o'fthe 'coun\iy ,.: ' . with {Uell 

icIflaik:~ -'~F~c~r,red t,<! ' .' ourney; when I 
was pitc'hed:(jj) '~~,apropei . '. 
clition: ' IlY 't~§.·;!X;)pthat wen~ 
mer oroit~ ,.~/;Io.urarid [even ' ,the 

~;~t1:;~~~Jb~:f;~~~~~~~~~ 
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to make, and at the f.1mc time requef1:cd me to undertake 
the Journey, promiling to allow me at my return, a gra­
~ity pr~portionable [(: the trouble and fatigue I might 
ui~+;rgo III the expeditIOn . , 

I did 

'" The conditions offered me orr this."occafion cannot be better exprelfcd 
tbn in th~ Company'So'Qwll .words, which J have tranfcribed from their private 
lc~c r to nlt', dated '~yh May 1769-

H From the good opinion we ('ntertain be YOll, ~pQ...Ur. Norton's rccom­
C< mendad0n~ we have agreed to raire you~gt; to £ per a1Jllltm ·for 

<C two y~~r~ , al~~ ha~ pli.ced y()tl in ~~,1I: S:Ol~~~a: Prince of Wales·s· Fort; 
~I and we 'ilioulo have .been p :ild)' to, advJ.nce .yo·\'\.co t~e command of the 
.cc Charinrrc, 3<;-COrdiUg to your rtdlucft, if a nf3ttcr ol'qJore immediate conre ... · 
(I q ucncc . h",d' npt ~tcr.vc:nt'd. . _, 0" 

f( M1". Nottoft.h.as ptpPQfedan inland Journey, far to the K orth of Church­
f C ill, to ,prQmote', an c~ten[jon of our trade, as . ~ell p.s for the rli(c()vcry of 
'* a North"¥left PitlJ'age, Cop~r M in7s, .&c, . and as an undertaking of this 
H nanite: reqtiires ~' t'h'e attention of a 'perron chrK.ble of ·taking an abfen'arion 
fC .fqr. de:t(r~_ningl~~J~}tude and latitude, ~d" allo;difbinc('s., and, the courfc 

u ~f .ri,ver:s .. a~. f Uf~.ir ,4epths, we ~av~, fix.ed up?.~ yo~ (d!J(:.ci:tlly.!s it is ~r­
H pJefe'htcd to Us .to · lie your own" mch:na~U)n) to .conduCt: thl ~ Journey, ... ·Ita 

H prep'tri.affifti!':rts;,; 
.. ." .;. 

· ~ ,c, ·:,W~ th~fbrFbope yoir ViiU fcoond1luf <: xprCtations in re~di1y p('rrorm~ 
,< , Jrlg,'tb~ "(~~i,c~~~.i,upoJi~~retUl'il. '~ · ,fual}' :willingly- make you any 'ac: ~ 
,e ~.nO~lt4gmt~~J~_~~~,$1~~i"; ric}u*, iPt(']"ein. ' 

" ~ " ,:.~,..~,,,I,,, "._ ~'",,\ ,, ... , , ,", . ',. 

;" u w,< highly ,IIfl!\'C>VC;¥~;HQiog ii).'th.·Sp«dwell,. to .mil on the wlialc­
r ~. '£ilif:'(Y ~, yea.rh~~qty: 'l~ijhYAA' he'alih ,and fucctlS in 'the: prtfent ex. 
" :pt;dition, 

"'~ • '0 

fk '~~ ,:;, ,;~~~~~'~fur' ~~~~~g F}itn95) ." '" 
','f BJ,¥E J.~.E:,;..D~p. Go,,",. ,' ,' '"!' .J AMES W)NTIll ' L;tK£. 
:u. loft" A'N'.-Mt<)"}.fY Mi;lU&/ ';-':' ~ .AE~ ,MAN B'ER .. !N'S.·" 
~~~":" 'M"R~'Y'" . , -M' jO!i.EPH SPURREL. 
,,,',, SAMU-lL WEOg,. " JAMU FI'U GERALO," 

. The 

xx::t.iii 
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I did not hcfltate to comply with the requel1: of the 
Company, and in the November following, when [orne 
Northern Indians came to trade, Mr. Norton, who was th.; 
returned to rhe command of Prince of Wales's Fort, 1-

gaged {uch of them for my-guides as he thought we moll 
likely to anfwer the purpofe; but none of them had he~n 
at thisgrandrilrer. I w%s fitted out with every thing 
thought, neceJfary, and fvith ammunition to ferve two 
years. I w.ts ~'1ie-~~-Pmpanied by two of the Company's 
[ervants, two of ?-Home-guard" (Southern) Indiano, 

'/ -- -
The Company had ,po {ooner perufe4 my Journals and Charts, than they 

ordered a hanJfome (um_.~:.lx IJlaced't9 ~he !:redit of my ·account. nnd in che 
two firft paragraphs -oft.h~ii 'ktter to' me, 'da~" Uth May J773, they n:; ·· 
prefs chemfdvtls in the fonewing words: 

n 5 I R , " . . ' ,"" " - . 
(( Your Jetter of: tht., 2.8th A~tgt..Lfr, la-fl: gave us the agreeable E4eafure to. hear 

4"1 of your {afc return ro--our Faa-ory. Your JournaJ, '.a-nd·,;~'.,.tft ,charts you 
«( [em, fufficientlv COR'V'ii\ce5 -us of your very judicious r~rks. ' , 

" Wo hiV!: .11iitUre\Y icon6dered'¥our ,~, l>jIiiI~it1 il1"-Ih~ ,1'~io~~ acci. 
" ,dentl-wmcii oc<>itred in _y",,,Ii;-vc~ J,o~~;:W.dle,,(J>Yr,otl,lCri -_Y"u Our 

_ " ' " , ' . "'., ~ __ ', , ',t, ' 

H·.grateful th~n~~.; _ iDd _to , ~~c;ft our ~bligat.ion :wc ha~e '~onfr;nted to aUqw 
~I you' ~ gr2~iiy o(I/ ',:'tor'tilofe-(irVicei'!" 

As af.':'her proof'.ot:il¢C.hip.riy·<bt' '~'~dwiih my-con­
dua while -on tliit-JeiiifJoeYl the Commit .. '- ~;'itwoillt<tl m.,-Chief 
of Prin« <>rwa!c,', F'm:tmihe Summer-cj' '7 ;'-,_ .. - n;yi-Lal\<.-who 
was then Gove~#~?¥'a, 'f~".tral otbc~s ~ :jhi~~~~: ", _ ' , -ur«t-t rriC cwith 
,n ,reguhlr ·c~r~ as 10Jlg as·-~.j,;~~; 

• By the H~&.i;;";ard Indjans '~" ';..J..;; ;.~~nl~{~V ",;Iitive. 
n , ' , ' ~. • " ' . " , ""\'- t:\ ,' ". ', ... . "," . . ',' ,.r,-' 

.,ho art: jmmedi~,emp1oyed under~~ef-~-Cbn!i'any" .' anu' 
.n:fide .on the plantatIOn" and are emp1q1edJ!1 !n~pg £~ the Fact:~ ( jl, ~; ;;'V 

'1-ild 
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and a fufficient number of Northern Indians to carry 
and haul my baggage, provide for me, &c. But for the 
1l<,.tter ftating this arrangement, it will not be improper to 
inh.: .. t my Il1ftruCtions, which, with [orne occalional re­
m~rk s. Shereon, will throw rimch light 011 the following 
Journal, and be the beft method of proving how far thofe 
orders have been complied with~ as well as ihew my . rca­
fans for negleCting [orne parts as ~nneceJIary, and the im­
pollibility of putting other parts ... t... taE"ni"n, execution. 

" ORDERS anti INSTRUCT"ONS Jar Mr. 
" SAMUEL HEARNE, going on an Expedition ~Y' 

" Land tq.-<1Jl!rJs the Latitude 70' N or/i.', m 
" order to gain a Knowledge of the N Qrthem 
" Indians Country; &c. on Behalf of the Ho­
" .nourabl. Hudfon's Bay Compl!ny, in the Year 
" 1769 . 

. " Mr.SAMUBL. HEARNE, 

" SIR 'J ':. . ", , ." 

" WauEJ\s the 'Honourable ,Hudfon's Bay Company 
" have been ififor~ed)y the .report from Indians, that 
" there is a great ,probJbiIity . of conlidcrablc advan­
" tages to be exp.:.Ct~,h"Pm a better knowleclge of their 

thailwhat hitherto ,has been obtained; 
/of" ' ",)' . ' • ~>.. " 

the Company! s e:ifge!l=, delire to embrace 
lllance that may tend tq'l/le benefit of the 

pn:ipany, or the . Nation at large, they have re-
'" qu~efu i.o conduCt thi; Expedition; and as you 

" '-h~v~e ~ 
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" have readily confented to undertake theprefent J Durney, 
" you are hereby defired to proceed ' as {oon as poffible, 
" .with William Ilbcfter failor, and Thomas Merri"!'; 
" l"ndfl11an, as companions, they both being willi~ to 
" accompany you; alfo two of the Home-gllanLSdtlthl'fll 
" Indians, who ' arc to attend and affift you during the 
" Journey; and Captaiv'Chawchinahaw, his Lieutmant 
«Nabya:b, :~d fix or ylght of the bell Northern Indians 
" we canproCure;--'~a {mal! part of their families, are 
" to conduCt youY 1'covide for YOll, and a!lift YOll and 
." your com~ns in every thing that lays in their power, 
" having P¥tlCulac, ord!'rs f\l to do. 

H 2dly, WhereaA :Jou and . your" companions are well 
" fitted-out with every thing we' think neceffary, as ,,1[0 
" 'a fample of ,light ·trading. good~; thefe, you are to dif­
., pofc of · byway .of prefents (and not by way of trade) 
" to fuch fat-off Indians as you may meet · with, and to 
~, {moke 'youf Calimut ·~f ,Peace with tbei, Jea.d<:t~, in 
," order to eftablilh a friendlhip with tbem. ' Youarealfo 
" to ptrfUiide tnem'.as iii.nch as polIible from going to war 
." ~1'th bc'nbtlii'r;lfo 'en«oiirage-it'hemto exert themfel yes 
., "in proctii-i1'lg';ftirrs 'and other .articles' for ~rade" ,and to 
" aifurethem" ,o{ good pay~t ,for ,them at the C-om­
,« pany'sFa,£l:~rY' 

" It is,fi;i~¥&1y recomlI\el!a~'if~u: ~o>ih::ompa­
. .. nions t<?Jtrbtt the ~~ti~ '*it1l.;c.i~i1i:Y !Jo~\"~?,t . ..wt've 

• Tllc CaU~~J 'is a :long01'~~(4,:~pr ,:~ ·pjP·~;;¥ri;"+;~if·~~9!lg alJ 
the tr~bf s of 'lndians .'who Know, '~~re·:or .«>b;acc'6~ :' l~' ; .s :',~r(k'Jtrftured in 

'·nll cafes of ct"rcmony. ·either'in , ,~.'king-war or peace;' ac :aH pt1Jlfcentcrrain­
. .v.c:nts}: ()rations, &c. 
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" them ill1y room for complaint or difgufl, ilS they ha\'< 
" firid ordersnpt to give you the lea!1: off~ilce, but arc to 
." aid.and affi!1: you ilLany matter you rnay requcft of them 
'\,for the bell.fit of the undertaking . 

. • ' <"If aT?Y Indians you may ~eet, 'tha~ arc coming to the 
" Fort, thould be willing to truft you with either food or 
" clothing, make your 'agreell~ent for thofe commodities, 

, ' , 
" and by the!D fend me a ktt~ fp~:.if?'j,ng the quantity 
" of each . article, and thcyiha:;! &: paid according to 
" your agreement, , And, according: to the Company's or­
" ders, you are' tbcotrefpCihd with m, or the Chief at 
" Prince ,of Wales's Fort for the ~ime beihg, at all oppor­
" tunities:' And as you have :mathematical inftruments 
" with YOll, you are to ' fend me, or the C~ief for the 
" time beillg;: ari'llcOOtint of ~h"t latitude and longitude 
,, ' yoU may be i'n "atfuch and fuch periods, together with 
" the headsof' your proceedings;' which accounts are to be 
" :rerilirtaho tile Company by the '~Urrl"of theitthips-, 

"3d1y,>'fbe' Indians ;w!lo. are DOw"appointed your 
" guides; are:to ,Cttndu£l:,you10 du:border~of the Atha­
" pufcow + .. lmiianscountfy;· <whereeaptain MatoIUibbee 

• No ·convfni.ent 'op~ltf oirel~cLdGrihg ' thy bft J oUr/ler, except one) 
on the 'l~d MarCh Jn~·~~·: ' ''ld "ai!. nOthii?g materi-al'had' htilPl)ened during that 
~ ot-Ffrrj T-tUmtYJ t~~~:t¥~_~·.:w:~ ~~. ~ n,~c(mty 'for f~nd~ng an ('x­
f~ Qr ~r lour~~ j I , th(re~~ .~nlr..r~~~~~~ttd'. ~o'. ~e Govcrnb~~ . lnforming 
h~~~A' --~Y ~t~t!9n .w,'th rrfpeCl: to bt1t~~~ :a~~_~~a~tudeJ and fame account 
"f}, '< c,' ,,~~~I received frolll}he !",\y~&c. " , 

.t I! ,~ •• my "rmer Journal and D(J1fr caned Amh.p«cow, 

xxxvi.i 
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" is to meet you· in the Spring of one thou{and {evcn 
" hundred and {eyenty, in order to conduCt you to a river 
" reprefented by the Indians to abound with copper or<;; 
" animals of the furr kind, &Ie. and which is (aid to)ie 
" fo fa". to the Northward, that in the middle oCthe 
" Surn,Pler the SUD does npt fet, and is fuppofed by' die 
" Indians to empty itfelf into fome ocean. This river, 
« }"ltich j~ called by thc;fNorthcrn Indians Neetha-fan­
" . fan-daz.i!i. :i, _~~l" ~ Metal River" you are, if 
" poflible, to trace to .rhe mouth, and there determine 
" the latitude and longitude as near as you can; but 
" more particultrly fa if YOldind it navigable, and that 
" a fcttlemenr can .be.. made there with any degree of 
" fafety, or bcn~fit to the Company. - . 

'! Be <larifl,llto obfelVc what mines are near the river, 
'.' what wat.,r t.l~<;re ,is at the river's mouth, ,how far the 
" ,VO<';l<i~. ',ant· frm.n" t\lefifel.l-fide, the I;olu[c.of the river, 
" th"I~tl1reaf,~ foil, .;U~ tlu;, ~9d~awns 0f -it; and 
" make any other remarks that you maY' think will be 
"ei~~i«Ja~a&~. : Aiid ' if:the ' fiiid river 
" be,.;i1iJody t :to,h!:<'of ,lAy .-utllity, ~e''PofiCnion of it on 
" behalfr:if !!lie ~_';~ay.e0.l!llpu¥, ~cuttin,:voUr 

• This "'" '.~""ly,:pSl>l>.bIc; ~vJl,1alOnab~, !hat: Iime. ,~ 091 ...,in­
for~~tion of . this,~.~!,~.~~~ ret on f~) trioc~;.e~~~ . 9:e j~,~i~e9 ~~.rs 
to JO>O me at ch, ~,~~:a,,~~ 4w apPOl~i,,;!!1~.Y(~.~~~r;Ily, :ro ... 
he would by no rt:1~~~at'rt.ken t~ 1J~..i,.·Jt~ ·~oing· to the 
Faul)ry, and theu m.~.~lis ag~~~.tWitb. ~~C~~i" ~.~~~.'ill 
""," of performing a.Y-particlJ/ar {eriti!:fi!t'9iejEn@i!h"w:i~~~.ing 
what.is to be his rewi1~ At ~~~~,~>:~-a· laUk~b·t~.!ei~~!f.Y ·~~ 
ff:t , It would have carn('d me · fonttt,~d$··8f""milel out bf~~:.t. fo.·Soo 
my Tr;u:k on tht: Map in the WinCe.: J:170, and the Spring 17 7 I. ·~ ;.~ .... ~' .. 

" mum." 
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,I name o.n. fame of the . rocks. as a1[o till.: date of l: 'c 
" y.ear, month, &c. 

,, ' When you attempt to trace this or aiiyother river, 
" be careful that tfle indians are furnilhed with a fuffi cicnt 
" .bcr of canocs ior trying the depth of water, the 
" llrength of the current, f!J!c. If by any unforefcen 
" acddent or dirli!ler you fhould not be able to r~ach the 
" . before-mentioned river, it 1~ earneftly recDmmended to 
" you, if pDllible, to. know th~..ev~nt of Wager Strait t ; 
"for it is reprcfented hy tire !all: difcoverer$ to tertninate 
" in {mall rivers lUld ·1akes . . ~ hDw Iilr tlu: woods arc 
" from the navigable 1'3rts of it; and' ~hetbcr a {etrle-

o • _ ~ 

" nK-nt could with allY propriety 'be 'made tliere. If thi s 
" fhould prDve unw6l>!!hy o.f notice,' yo.u are to. take the 
" (aP1~ metho.d witlI ~er: ~ Lake, which is the head of 

• I was "en ,provided with infrru~nts f~~cutcing on ~one; but for form~ 
fake, I cut my name, date of the year, ~'. on a piece of board "that had 
been one .or the. Indian's targetS .. . and.placed it.in a leap of~flones on a finall 
eminence ne:u "tl"u: eq~ce ~f the river, on the South fide. , . 

t n~ i. ~~y np /l>rm iljo!1'l\~ing Out ajl In~joru.in the , fullen· 
manner, yet 'ic .J;i1yft be aDo,wed th'at'"tbofc: two P¥cs migl« nave been omined 
'with 'great' pfup.4<;Y'{:/I>r'" nei,1i& MlddkioR. ~lio; : nOr' ChnIlOpber W<r<: 

.. able IiO pr .. tn'''N''' '~'up · ~·*, ·.~tr· ''''1 ''kindiof ,~ 
exct'pt mori Mid ~ much lefi 'woods; it ~ not ,likely mofe parts were fo 
"!lat~ly ~hen~d fGF ' ~ ~ttl,r .... fince· ~~~ . .u to 1Jl.~e , jt a:orth my 
while to attempt a , f~e~ difcov~ry~of-.th.em; and ~fpeciafy ... s J·bad ,an- oF'" 
.ponunity, du,ri~g myJecand: J uun}tr, · qf ·~8. thauhe woods do not reach 
the i<a""oattby lOme.IrtJn<ImIi 'of miI'e" .. m. the paralld of Chelkrlicld', Inkt. 

. A-~ ~' t'he ed.!t' .of -fhe woO~f) , tbt '~.~&:wu~ aJ'!t'Ilys ,tends to the,,,!,, ef~,~·artl .• 
t:he ,~~· tnui\ ~ greatlY' lDcreafcJ lQ·thC.ilati&1I:Ie ,of Wager Strlm. 1 In le 
pan:r~Y't-(.~rice bt~n. viClteu by:thc , ~a"y's {e~vaotsJ and., are Witilill 

.the' 'ltinown. . of dle:u:, Charta; 'cocfecrutntlv requIre no ot+Jcr form uf 
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" Bowden's ~, Ch!>ftedield's ;Inlet *; .asa,l{Q,. with any 
" other rive.rs you may. meer , with ; .a.n,difllike1y to, be of 
" any utility>, ,you arc, to take potreffiot;l.of them, . .as. be., 
" fore 111entioned, on tq.c be~lf ;'fthe, Honourable HuJ­
" fon's Bay Compapy . .- The l4;aft of Bowden' s lol(lt and 
" Wager~t~I f~witll you, ~hanou may have, a better 
" idea of thofe places, in ,cafe , of your viliting thpn. 

" , ... thIJ,AilOt~ei- m~te:tal point which is recommended 
" to YOIl;is tif:6n4 out/if you ciln, either by your own 
" ·travels, - or by information' from the Indians, whether 
" there is a patrage through this continent t: It will be 

• See the prt'~~ No~e:. . ' _ 
t The Continent 'of Am(rica ·is · mnch wider than many people imagine, 

p.rticukr!y .a9l>1OIIt-' !IMq d)ogpi:thai,the Pacific,Occan, W:LS but:i few days 
journeY. lfol1\ tI.:. WeI\: coaj! of Rwlfon:s .Bay, .• .';J:jli., however, js [0 far from 
bdhg t& cate~ that "whee f w3.!t at' my~ gteate'tt"Wcftern aift~nce) upwUd of 
five ,hun,drtd:. mi.ld front -Prince of -Wales', Fo~. ,t~ natives, my guides, 
wen k~e", that,!"n)' trilies. of ,~""' ~t .", .me Weft of us,;ind they knew 
no end to the Janq in ' that, direCtion;. nor h!l.ve r .met w~th . any Indians, ,either 
Northern rJii Southem;'h3t cve'r ' n~Cl fceh . the .~a to' t1~ W~ftWard. · . I~ iSt 

indeed, wdl 'known to · rl:te ' iDteUigent, ·and '· wd17i~ormitd pitrt:*>r me ·Cdm­

pany :s :f~~U, .• ;tha~ , !"' ,~~"~,~eer;tr~",,,,( ~'i ""ned 
E-arch-e, thlnne...,~ ",hortc()patry ij<.j 'far,,~ 1'11: ' Of lUJr, '~Ctl!.e Companr" 9' 
Canidian'1<il!tmel\iS;' bWt¥ ~'li'f!!c~itnheSp.t,~di :~·the, Weft· 'Gaeof 
b ,C " If "-uiOfeiiiC~iJiiltioioiwkOi4t~'"Iod!<I' 'v ..... IoF . t e anttnrD . "i J .••. _ • • .;. • . ... ' '" , ~!"!"'" :OR, 

whr.n at ~', ~'id,>, t~ . .fl'J1!lI$.J'ffl.y<!:!9Y ! ro~l!<\j~_~~l l?dd~ :,~~ ... 
and mlUJY otl>U".!f!>l<". l!ifheirpiiK~."IfisJ>.!oI'~~tecjll '1f.~:"!b 
tnanufacrory. 

I have fccn. 
that immenfc' 
tinent of 
I mua hrre 

" , " 

tbat country, had invariably 
t"nce any Wint~r, nor the 

moiUbs, or two -years. 
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" very ufdul tocldlr 'up this point, if poffible, in order to 
" prevent farther doubts fromariling hereafter refpe8:ing 
'.' a patfage out of HuMon's Bay - into the Weftern Ocean, 
'J as hath lately been reprdented by the American Tra­
"velIeto The particulars of thofe remarks you are to 
d infert in your ' Journal, to. be remitted home to ·the 
" Company: : . "."' :. 

~' If you lho~ld \v~nt any fht'plies ;of amm~nition, or 
« ''bther necdfanes, dlfpatcli lOme tmlly IndIans to the 
<, Fort with a letter, fpedfying the quantity of each 
" article, and appoint' a place for the faid Indians to meet 
" you agatn. 

" When on ye£1r · return, if at a proper time of the 
" ypr, and you £lfuul,d be near any of the harbours that 
" are frequented by the brigilntine Charlotte, or the hoop 
" Churchill, during their voyage to. the Northward, and 
" ·you' lhould chuCe to retur~ in one of them, you are de­
" liredto make frequent lmokes as you approach thofe 
" harboiJrs, · and :tlieywill.: <endeavour to receive you by 
" ~kW:g .fll#>k~. ill an:r~<:fto yQurs; . and as one thou­
"\ f~Jil1,18dred and teventy.,-onewill probably be the 
" yeu inwhi~'yO\l~il!retufn. ,~hC!Ma/l:ers 9.f th.fe velfels 
"at~tha~ · pCrio;tliial.t~Ol.~ep~ticl1lar ordeiffJn that head . 

....-~ .. As to a -palDge;th"'Jglr~l:rcf'Cobtincn:i~fAmt'rica by the way of Hudron's 
&Ji>' -.lt'hu-w"long been: e'Kpi~(h · ·,hotwith(b.riding what Mr. Ems has \lrgt'd 
ih ' ~lJUi't ,~d me .plaac 'it"ills found ·, in. thr. ·1fi(io,,~y Map of rhe American 
Tra.~~~;~¥.:<CO~eht on it would be quire unnccdfary. My latitude 
only" 9riD.'OC·. '-rWfiCitnt proof :tbat no fuch parr age is in exiftence. 



:c: Iii r N T ROD U (J TToK 

" It w.ill be 'pleaGng wheaT by the'1irftopportl1nitYi in 
" IIhat latitude. and· lOngitude you mcet"the Leader Ma­
" tenabbee; and, how far he thinks it 'is to. the Cepper_ 
" mine River; as ,alfe the ·ptobabie. time ·it. may take be­
" fere yeu can return. llut ·iir.cak an.y thing Iheu.ld pre­
" vent the fald; Leader ftom jeining yeul acceTdirrg to 
... expettatiDn, yeu are then to. procure the beft Indians 
.. YDU ·can fer yeur guides,' and either add to, er diminilh, 
" yeur number, as yeu oUy from time to. time think nwfi 
" llecelfary .ferthe geed ef the expedition, 

" So. I conclpde, wilhing yeu and yo.ur cempanio", 
" a contin'mfnce ef health, together with a pro.fperous 
" Journey, al¥ia happy return in faf1;ty. Amen. 

" MOSES NO;RTON, Governo.r. 

" "" " Dated at Prin~e of Walds Fort, Churchill 
" River, Hudfon'WiaYr North America, 
" November 6th, J ,60. tt : 

. Iiliefie'rand Merriman, menti6ited-' ln : my Itlltrlidions, 
attu'ally acco.mpani<!ifine 'dunng my fUft fikirt attempt; 
but the Indians ' kno.Wing tliem: t!6b-e but eommQli men, 

~'I;:~lt~ ~u~~!t:;:~~~:.*~~~i;i5~::~ . 
to death, and I th,oughtmyfelf eXi:ee~lI~gl..r. :~~PY 'W~en I 
got them fafe ·back to the . ~~~0l1. .... ;~~~; ~.~~dwary 
behaviour of the Illdiansll}ade . In!iP~Ule· Il.ot.tgffie 

, ","' , .. ... ;,.'. '.", . 
any Europeans with me on my tYilo' Jail: 'expeditioill> 

, 

With ,. 
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With regard to that part of my InfiruCtions which di­
reCts me to obferve the nature of the foil, the produCtions 
thereof, &c. it mufi be obferved, that during the whole 
time of my ab{ence from the Fort, I was invariably con­
fined to fiony hills and barren plains all the Summer, and 
before we approached the woods in the Fall of the year, 
the ground was always covered with [now to a confidcrable 
depth; [0 that I never had an opportunity of feeing any 
of the [mall plants and fhrub.\. to the Weftward. Hilt 
from appearances, and the flow and dwarfy growth of the 
woods, &c. (except in the Athapu[cow country,) there is 
undoubtedly a greater [carcity of vegetable produCtions 
than at the Company's moft Northern fettlement; and to 
the Eaftward of the woods, on the barren grounds, whe­
ther hills or vallies, there is a total want of herbage, ex­
cept mors, on which the dc~ feed; a few dwarf willows 
crecp among ihe mo[s ; rome wifh-a-c:tpucca and a little 
graJ' may be [cen here ,md therc, bu~ the latter is fcaredy 
/,Iincicl1t to fcrve tIle. gee[e and other birds of paif:lge 
during their /hort ftil>y in thafe parts, though they are al­
ways'n a flatcof migration, except when they arc breeding 
and -in a mO!Jlting .fra~c. 

, -. 
In confcquence of my complying with the Company's 

fCq",;ft, and iJildertaking ,this Journey, it is natural to {up-, 

pore that every flccelfary arrangement was made for the 
ealicrkeepjllg of my reckoning, &c. under the many ill­
conw:.!iencies ] ml1fi be unavoidably oblig(,d to labour 
in (uch at\ cxp<"nition. I drew a Map on a large !kin 
of parchmcnt, that contained twelve degrce's of latitude 

N(wtk 

:'tliii 
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North, and thirty degrees of longitude Welt, of Churchill 
Factory, and fketchcd all the Weft coaft of the Bay on it, 
but left the interior parts blank, to be filled up dmillg Ill:> 
Journey. I al[o prepored detached pieces on a much larger 
{calc for every degree of latitude and longitude contained 
in the large Map. On thofe detached pieces I prid;.cd off 
my daily courfes and diftance, and entered all lakes and 
rivers, &'c. that I met with; endeavouring, by a ftriet 
enquiry of the natives, jIU find out the commullic.ltion of 
one river with another, as al[o their connections w itl! the 
many lakes with which that country abounds : and when 
opportunity offered, having con-ccted them by ob[crva­
tions, I entereO them in the general Map. Thefe and [e­
veral other neceffary preparations, for the eali,r, r"adier, 
and more correctly keeping my Journal and Chart, were 
alfo adopted; but as to myJi;lf, little was required to be 
Gone, as, the nature ' of travelling long journics in thofe 
countries will never admit of carrying even the moft com­
mon article of clothing; fa that the traveller is obliged 
to depend on the country he palles through, for that article, 
as wen as for provifions. Ammunition, ufeful iron-work, 
fame tobacco, a few knives, andoth~r indifpenfable ar­
ticles, make a fufficient load for anyone to carry that is 
going a journey likely to laft twenty months, or two years. 
As that was the cafe, I only took the {hlrt and clothes I 
then had on, one fpare coat, a pair of drawers, and as 
mueh cloth as would make me two or three pair of Indian 
ftockings, which, together with a bP.lnket for belding, 
compofed the whole of my flock of clothing. . 

A JOU~-
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J o u R N E y 

TO THE 

N.OR THE RN o C E A N. 

C HAP. I. 

Tranfactions from my leaving Prince of Wales's Fort on 
my firft expedition, till our arrival there again. 

Set qff from Ihe Forl.-drri'Ue 01 Po-co-r"-"!l-co River.-Otte 0/ Ih. 
Nor/hern Indians dtftrt .-Crofl Seal Ri'Ver, and 'Walk on the "barren 
ground.r.-Receivc wrong information concerning tbe diJIance of the 
w oods.-Wtalher hegins /0 he v ery cold, pro'UfJion.r all expended, and 
lIotbing /0 he got.-Strike /0 the WdJward, arrive at the w oods, and 
kill three dur.-Set forward in the North Wtjl quarter, fie the tracls 
if mttft-oxen and du r, hut kilied .one.--YerJ Jhort ql provijionJ.­
Chawchinabaw wants III/a nluTn.-Neither he nor hi.; crew con­
trihute 10 our mainttllance.-He influencer fiveral if the indian] 10 

deflrt.-Chawcbinahou. and all bh ~,.e'W leave us .-Begin our relur" 
10 tbe flBory i lill a few partridgu, the firjl meal w ( had had for 
ftvtralday,.-Ki!Iany if on< if the home Indiam and his wife, who 
war a Nortbern Indian ·woman.-ArrifJ( aJ Seo/ Ri'Cu r, iiI/two du r; 
partridges plen/y.-Mett a jlrange Narthern Indian, accompany hIm 
to bit leIlt, ufoge , reu;ved tbere; my Indium aJJiJl in lil/ing flme 
bet1'Uff.-Proceed tfJWara h()f1lt, and arrive althe Fort. 

H- AVING made every neceffary arrangement [or my de­
o . parture on the fixth·of November, I took )t:ave of the 

Governor, and my other friends, at Prince of Wales's Fort, 
andbega.a my journey, under the /i!ll\te Q( !even caIlAQIl. 

B The 

1769. 
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N ovcmbc:t 

6th. 
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The weather at that time being very mild, made it but 
indifferent hauling", and all my crew being heavy laqcI', 
occaiioned us to make but fhort days journeys; hc$w­
ever, on the eighth, we croll.ed the North branch of 
Po-co-ree-kif-co River, and that night put up in a fmall 
tuft of woods, which is. between it and Seal River .. In 
the night, one of the Northern Indians deferted; and as 
all the rell.: of my crew were heavy laden, I was under 
the necdlity of hauling the fledge . he had left, which 
however was not very heavy, as it !Carcely exceeded fixty 
pounds. 

The weather full continued very fine anll pleafant: we 
direCted our courfe to the Well.: North Well.:, and early 
in the day crolfed Seal River. In the courfe of this 
day's journey we met [evera! Northern Indians, who were 
going to the faCtory with furs and venifon; and as we had 
not killed any deer from our leaving the Fort, I got feveral 
joints of venifon from thofe Il.:rangers, and gave th~m a 
note on the Governor for payment, which teemed per­
feCtly agreeable to all parties •. 

When on the NOfth Well.: fide of Sea! River, I a/ked 
Captain Chawchinaha.w the diftance, and probable time 
it would take, before we could reach the main woods; 
which he alfured me would' not exceed four ·or five days 
journey. This put both me and my companions in good 

The colder the ... esther io, the .. 6er the lkdges fiide over Ihe 100 ... . .' . 

{pirit., 
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[pirits, and we continued our courre between the Wefi 
~'North and North Wefi, in daily expeCtation of arriving 
af thore woods, which we were told would £urnilh us 
with every thing the country affords. The[e accounts 
were fo far from being true, that after we had walked 
do~ble the time here mentioned, no figns of woods were 
to be [een in the direCtion we were then fleering; but 
we had frequently feen the looming of woods to the 
South Weft. 

The cold being now very inten[e, our finall fiock of 
Englilh provifions all expended, and not the leafl thing 
to be got on the bleak hills we had for fume time been 
walking on, it became ncce/lary to firike more to the 
Wdlward, which we accordingly did, and the ncxt. 
evening arrived at fome final! patches of low fcrubby 
woods, where we faw the tracks of fevera! deer, and 
kill,d a few partridges. The road we had traverfed 
for many days before, was in general fo rough and 
fiony, that our fledges were daily breaking; and to add 
to the inconveniency, the bnd was [0 barren, as not to 
afford us materials' for repairing them: but the few 
woods we now fell in with, amply [upplied us with nectf­
faries for thofe repairs; and as we were then enabled each 
night to pitch proper tents, our lodging was much more 
cOl11fortable · than it had been for many nights before, 
while we were on the barren grounds, where, in gene­
ral, we thought ourfclves well off if we could fcrape 
together as manl' Ihrubs as would tt1ake a Bte; but it 

R 2 was 
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was fcarcely ever -in 'otir power to make any other defence 
againl1: the weather, than by digging a hole in the fn(" '. 
down to the mofs, wrapping ourfe!ves up in our clothinlg, 
and lying down in it, with our Iledges fet up edgeways 
to windward. 

On the twenty-firl1:, we did not move; fa the Indian 
men went a hunting, and the women cut holes in the ice 
and caught a few filll in a {mall lake, by the fide of 
which we had-pitched our tents. At night the men re­
turned with fame veni[on, having killed three deer, which 
was without doubt very acceptable; but OUr number 
being great, and the Indians having [ueh enormous 11:0-
machs, very little was left but fragments after the two 
or three firl1: good meals. Having devoured the three 
deer, and given fame neceifary repairs to our Iledges and 
fnow {hoes, which only took one day, we again proceeded 
on toward the North Welt by Welt and Welt North 
Welt, through low fcrubby pines, intermixed with fame 
dwarf larch, which is commonly called juniper in 
Hudfon's Bay. In our road we frequ,ently raw the tracks 
of deer, and many mulk-oxen, as they are called there; 
but none of my companions were fa fortunate as to kill 
any of them: [0 that a few partridges were all we could 
get to live on, and thofe were [0 [carce, that we feldolll 
could kill as many as would amount to half a bird a tlay 
for each man; which, confidering we had nothing elfe for 
the twenty-four hours, was in reality next to nothing. 

By 
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By this time I found that Captain Chawchinahaw had 
~J\ot the profperity of the undertaking at heart; he often 
ilainted the difficulties in the worft colours, took every 
method to di{hcarten me and my European companions, 
and feveral times hinted his delire of our returning back 
tei the factory: but finding I )Vas determined to proceed, 
he took fuch methods as he thought would be moft 
likely to anfwer his end; one of which was, that of not 
adminiftering toward our fupport: fo that we were a 
conliderable time without any other fubliftence, but what 
our two home-guard (Southern) Indians procured, and 
the little that I and the two European men could kill ; 
which was very difproportionate to our wants, as we had 
to provide for feveral women and children who were 
with us. 

Chawchinahaw finding that this kind of treatment 
w~ not likely to complete his delign, and tha t we were 
not to be ftarved into compliance, at length infl uenced 
feveral of the beft Northern Indians to defert in the 
night, who took with them feveral bags of my ammu­
mtlOn, forne pieceS of iron work, fuch as hatchets, ice 
chilfcls, files, &c. as well as fcveral either ufeful articles. 

When I became acquainted with this piece of vil­
lany, I a/ked Chawchinahaw the rcafon of fuch beha­
viour. To which he anfwcred, that he knew nothing Qf 
the affair: but as that was the cafe, it would not bb . 

. prudent, 
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pmdcnt, he faid, for us to proceed any farther; adding, 
th:1t he and all the rell: of his countrymen were goi,,;'": ' 
to Il:rike off another way, in order to join the remaind& 
of their wives and families: and after giving us a Ibort 
account which way to Il:eer our courfe for the nearell: 
part of Seal River, which he faid would be our bell: 
way homeward, he and his crew delivered me moll: 
of the things which they had in charge, packed up 
their awls, and fet out toward the South Well:, making 
the woods ring with their laughter, and left us to con­
fider of our unhappy fituation, near two hundred mile. 
from Prince of Wales's Fort, all heavily laden, and our 
/hength and fpirits greatly reduced by hunger and 
fatigue. 

Our firuation at that time, though very alarming, 
would not permit us to fpend much time in reflection; 
fo we loaded our /ledges to the bell advantage, (but were 
obliged to throwaway fame bags of Ibot and ball,) and 
immediately fet out on our return. In the courfe of the 
day' s walk we were fortunate enough ~o kill feveral par­
tridges, for which we were all very thankful, as it was 
the firll: meal we had had for feveral days: indeed, 
for the five preceding days we had not kiiled as much 
as amounted to half a partridge for each mail; and fame 
days had not a fingle mouthful. While we were 
in this dill:refs, the Northern Indians were by no means 
ia want; for as they always walked foremoll:, ' they 

had 
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had ten times the chance to kill partridges, rabbits, or 
any other thing which was to be met with, than we had. 
jBelide this advantage, they had great fiock s of flour, 
oatmeal, and other Englilh provilions, which they had 
embezzled out of my fiock during the early part of the 
jbumcy; and· as one of fIlY home Indians, called 
Mackachy, and his wife, who is a Northern Indian 
woman, always reforted to the Northern Indians tents, 
where they got amply fupplied with provilions when 
neither I nor my men had a lingle mouthful, I have great 
reafon to fufpea: they had a principal hand in the embe=le­
ment: indeed, both the man and his wife were capable 
of committing any crime, however diabolical. 

This day we had fine pleafant weather for the [ealon 
of the year: we fet out early in the morning, and arrived 
the fame day at Seal River, along which we continued our 
co~rfe for feveral days. In our way we killed plenty of 
partridges, and faw many deer; but the weather was 
fo remarkably [erene that the Indians only killed two 
of the latter. By this time game was become fo plen­
tiful, that all appfehenlions of fiarving were laid a/ide; 
and tbough WI! were heavily laden, and travelled pretty 
good days journeys, yet as· our fpirits were good. our 
ftrength gradually returned. 

In our courfe down Seal River we met a firangert . 
a NtJrthem Indian, on a hun~ing excuruon; and thou~ 
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he had not met with any fuecefs that day, yet he kindly 
invited us to his tent, faying he had plenty of venifon 'l5-
my fervice; an? told the Southern Indians, that as ther~ 
were two or three beaver houfes near his tent, he lhould 
be glad of their affill:ance in taking them, for there was 

December 
StIt. 

ollly one man and three women at the tent. • 

Though we were at that time far from heing in want 
of provifions, yet we accepted his offer, and fet off with our 
new guide for his tent, which, by a comparative dill:ance, 
he told us, was not above five miles from the place where 
we met him, but we found it to be nearer fifteen; [0 that 
it was the middle of the night before 'we arrived at it. 
When we drew near the tent, the ufual fignal for the 
approach of ftrangers was given, by firing a gun or two, 
which was immediately an[wered by the man at the tent. 
On our arrival at the door, the good man of tIle hou[e 
came out, {hook me by the hand, and welcomed us to his 
tent; but as it was too fmall to contain us all, he ordered 
his women to affill: us in pitching our tent; and in the 
mean time invited me and as many of my crew as 
his little habitation could mntain, and regaled us with 
the bell: in the houfe. The pipe went round pretty 
brilkly, and the converfation naturally turned on the treat­
ment we had received from Chawchinahaw and his gang; 
which was always anfwered by our hall: with, . " Ah I if 
'0.':-~ad been there, it lhould not have been :10 '" when, 

" ~t\vithftal!ding his hofpitality 011 'the ~nt occahoif, he 
would 
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would moil: affuredly have a&:d the /ame part as the 
otpers had done, if he had been of the party. 

Having refreihed ourfclves with a. plentiful fupper,. 
we took leave of our holl: for a while, and retired t() 
our tent; but not without being .made thoroughly [en­
fible that many things would be ell:petted from me, 
before I finally left them. 

Early in the morning, my Indians affiil:ed us in taking 
the beaver houfei already mentioned; but the hou[es 
~eing fmall, and fome of the beavers ekaping, they 
only killed fix, all of which were cooked the [arne 
night, and voraciouily devoured under the denomination 
of a feail:. I alfo received from the Indians feveral 
joints of venifon, to the amount of at leall: two deer; 
but notwithftanding I was to pay for the whole, I found 
that Mackachy and his wife got all the prime parts of the 
?leat; 'and on my mentioning it to . them, there w:u fo 
much danihip among them, that they preferred m4king 
a prefent of it to Mac'kachy, to felling it to me at double 
the price for which venifon fells in thofe parts: a 
fufficient proof of the Jing\llar advantage which a native 
of this country has ~~er an 'Engli/Pman, when at fuch 
a dill:ance from the Company'~. Fadories as to depend 
entir~y on 'them for fubfiftelice. . 

Think· 
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Thinking I had made my ltay here long cnougl., I 
g;lve orders to prepare for our departure; and as I had 
purchafed plenty of meat for prefent ufe while we were 
at this tent, fa I likewifc procured [uch a fupply to 
carry with us, as was likely to laft us to the Fort. 

Early. in the morning we took a final leave of our 
haft, and proceeded on our journey homewards. One 
of the ihallg,er; accumpanied us, [or which at firft I 
€QuId not fec his motive; but foon after our arri,'al at 
the FaClory, I found that the purport of his vilit was 
to be paid {or the meat, [;lid to be given gratis to 

Mackachy while we were at his tent. The weather 
continued very fine, but extremely cold; and during this 
part of my journey nothing material happened, till we 
arrived fafe at Prince of Wales's Fort on the eleventh 
of December, to my own great mortification, and to 
the no [mall (urprife of the Governor, who had placed 
great confidence. in the abilities and conduct of 
Chawchinahaw. 

CH A P. 
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C HAP. II. 

TranfacHons from our arrival at the FaCl:ory, to my leaving 
it again, and during the firltpar~ of my fecond journey, 

till I had the misfortune to break the quadrant. 

Trarifafliolls at the Fa[/ory.-p,.occcd on 111,), ficOIId j ourncy .-Arrivc at 
Seal River.-Deer plmliflll for flmt lime.-Melhod. if angli1lg jiJh 
,mdt,. tbe icc.-Stt our ./ifhing Ill/s.-Method of filling .ncl.r lIudtr the 
i,·c.-My guide propoJa 10 flO)' Iill the ged' began to jly; hi, rc'!fi1l' 
(1cup!ed.-P;lch all" 1"!';1I Ib, ·"dl mal111l,..-Mtlbf!d of pitcbing a 
/ml i ,l willltr.-Fjjb pltfllijiil for fame lime ; grow very-flare(; ill 
gnat walll of jJl·ovi/icmJ.-Mnllner of Nnplaying mJ time. - MJ' guidr 
kill"d two deer.-MfJ'llt / 0 the place tbe) weI"( f)'ing at,' Ihere J'ill 
fc'Vcra! t1/ore deer, Dlld tbru beaver.r.-Soo1l in want if pro'UijiO'1! 
agaill.-.;-Man! Indianl j(Jj~J us fi 'om the Wdlward.-U'e ergtn 10 move 
tow ards the har,refJ grolllld.- Arr;v( at She-thall '"u, and ~htrt jiflfer 
grclIt d!flrifs Jar want of p;'ovijiollJ.-Indion, kiD two l'lllaRl and Ibru 
gttft.--GuJi: and olber birlil if paJ!age plentifol.-ua", She-Iban-'Ile, 
and arrive al Beralzone.-One o.!Hlll.:ompa,uolfs gun, bru:Jll, and jbnJlers 
bis ltfl blllld.-Ltavc Beralzone, and gtt on. the harren g rQu1/d, clear 
if all w ood,.-'J"brow a'Way our Jledgu 'and jil. '" jha".-Each Imjon 
la/u's a load on his hac!; mJ' part of the luggagt.-Expoftd 10 111011.1 

hardftips.- Sc'Ulral day, withoNI villllals.-I"iGoll1 kill thrcc mlfft 
oxen, but for want ofjire art obliged to eat the meal rtlw.-Ji"ilJe 
weatber rctllrlll j lIlok{ afire; tjfiiil of 10/lg fljlinK; fiO) a tl.7Y or two 
10 d,.,/r.mc mUll in the lun.-Pro'.u d ./0 tbe N"rtbword, and arrive 
al CJ/bawha.cbaga i there .filld fin/(: Unll of IlJditJlIS. - A NortberlJ 
le:Jder ·cnlltd KulcbiCl mu ls Iii jfind a feller bJI him to tbe Go",·ernor.~ 
rrm!fOfl.:ofU at Calhq.f!. 'horiJoga ; leave ii, o!1d proctt·u' to tbe }l()rlh~ 

, 'Jt'dI~d,"""":,","",Mul fiv;tal Illdiam.-l..f..v guid~' lIol'J/.Jil/i"g 10 proceed; hi'i 

C "2 ~ofilll 
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rrq/om for it.-Mall! mort ' Indians join tI.l.-Arri'IJe (ill Doohaunl 
Jrboit River.-Manner iffirrJhrg o'Vcr riven ';n the Nor/hern Indian 
omocl.-No rivers ill thofi paris il1 a ififul djrtf1jOllfo~ the nativcs.­
Had fUP,." l?fl the quadrati! aNd all the powder.-Some rif/tflioflS on 
our jituatiC1l, and the conduCi of the Illdiafl.f.-Find the quadrant, a'1IJ 
pari 0/ the powdu.-O/ftrw for the lal;lud<.- ~adra.1 broh.­
R<.fo/.u I. rt/urw again to Ihe ,Fal!lory. 

'no. D URI N G my abfence from Prince of Wales's 
j.·,b ... ,/ . Fort on my former journey, feveral Northern 

Indians arrived·in great diftrefs at the Factory, and were 
employed in lhootiog partridges for the u fe of our 
people at the Fort. One of thofe Indians caUed (;00-

ne-e-quefe faid, he had been very ncar to the famollS 
river I was engaged to go in quell of. Accordingly 
Mr. Norton engaged him and twO other Northern Indians 
to acconipanyme on this [econd attempt; but to avoid 
all inClltnbrances ' as niuch as poffible, ' it was thollght 
advifable not to take any women", that the Indians 
might have fewer to provide for. I would not permit 
any EutOp<'an to go with me. but two of the home­
!;liard (Southern) Indian:" rii'6twere to accompany me as 

, '! ' .,' . 

before. Ind~d the Indians, 'hoth Northern and Southern, 
paid fo little *-ention to Hbeller and Mer~iman on my 
former journey, particularly in times of fcarcity, that 1 was 
determined not to take' them with' me in fmure; though 
the former was very ddi.rous to accompany me again, 
and was well calclIlated to encounter tb'e hard1hips of 

• This ,W:lS a prqpof.'ll of the· Governor'" thOugh ~,well knew we .could not 
do without tht'ir aO"Ulance. both for ' hapl~, ,QUI' ~. as. wc-ll a~ drcffi~g 
ikios for c1othlog, pitching our tent. gening firing, &t. ' ' 

' . fucb 
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fucn an undertaking. Merriman was quite lick of fuch 
cxcuruons, 'lOd [0 far (rom offering his [ervice a {econd 
time, [eerned to be very thankful that he was once more 
arrived in Cafety among his friends; for before he got 
to the FaCtory he had contracted a moA: ,·iolent cold . 

• 

Having come to the above refolutions, and finally de­
termined on the number of Indians that were to accom­
pany us, we were again fitted out with a large fupply of 
amlI\l.luition, and as many other lIfef\Jl articles as we 
could caaveniently take with u~, together with a fmall 
[ample of light trading goods, £Cor prefents to the -Indians, 
as before. 

~ y inihuCl:ions on this ,occaii.on amounted to no more 
than an arde" to proceed as fait ,as poffiblc ; and far my 
wndl.lCl: dllting the journey, I was, referred to my for= 
inltruCtions of No~~" 6th, , ,1]69-

Every thing being in .,~fs for our departure, 
on the twenty-third of Feoi'uary I began my fecond 
journey, accompani~'d by, three Northern Indians and two 
of the home-guard {Southc;rn) k.di,ms, I took particular 
care, hawe~er, t~ackachy, thoug~,an excellent hUHter, 
lhould not be of .our , partn ,as.' 1¥: had proved , hitnfelf, 
during my former jOl.lr~eA"Jo be,.a ny artful viliai,n. 

The 'fnow at ' (his ' fflh! was '!'" ' deep 'on the top of 
the 'ramparts, tliat 'few' ot the cannon"Wccre to be fcen, 

otherwife 

I • ' 

F\:bruary. 


