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A JOURNEY TO THE 

otherwifc the ' Governor would have {aluted me at my 
dcporture, as before; but as thofe honours could not 
Follibly be of any {ervice ~o my expedition, I readily 
relinquiflled every thing of the kind; and in lieu of 
it, the Governor, officers, and people, infified on giving 
me three cheers. ' 

After leaving the FaCtory, we continued our courfe in 
much the {allle dircttion as in my former journey, till 
we arrived at Seal River; when, inllead of erolling it, ancl 
walking on the barren grounds as before, we followed the 
courfe of the river, except in two particular places, where 
the bends tended fo much to the South, that by cralling 
two necks ·of land not marc than five or fix miles wide, 
we raved the walk ing of ncar twenty miles each time, and 
{till came to the main river again, 

The weather had been fo remarkably boifierous and 
changeable, that we y obliged to continue 
two or three nights . ; place. To make up for 
this inconveniency, . . fo : pl,entiful for the firlt 
eight or ten days, that the Indians killed as many as was 
neec{fary; but we were all {o heavy' I",den ' that we could 
not poffibly Pike mucli of the meat witn",s. This I fooll 
perceived to be a gi'Clit evil; which expofed 'us :w ruch fre
qUCIlt inconvenienceS; tharin'caft;: of nGt kiilin'g'any thing 

f~r three or fO.\lI'~ay.s tpgethe~, wfj'~~: illigt'~ wilut of pro
v.fions ; we {cldom, however, w~~~ enttrdy fuppcrlefs 

. ' . , till 
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till the eighth of March; when though we had only walked 
about eight miles that morning, and expended all the 
remainder of the day in hunting, we could not pro 
duce a lingle thing at night, not even a partridge' nor 
had we difcerned the track of any thing that day, which 
was likdy to alford us hop~ s of better fuecefs in the 
morning. This being the cafe, we prepared fome hooks 
and lines ready to angle for liib,as our tent was thm hy 
the lide of tl lake belonging to 'seal River, which feemed 
by its lituation to afford fome profpcCl: of fuccefs. 

Early in the. moming we:·.touk · down our teilt, and 
moved about five miles to the Well: hy South, to a part 
of the lake that fecm~d more commodious for fil11ing 
than that .where we had been the night before. A, 
foon as we arrived at this place, fome were immediately 
employed cutting holes in the icc, while others pitched 
the tent,. got firewood, &c.; after which, for it "':I, 
early in the morning, thofewho pitched the tent went 

. a hunting, and at fligh1;Xi!?!lC' of them returned Wilh 
a porcupine, while thofe who were angling caught feveral 
fine tront, whiclY afforded us a plentiful fupper, and we 
had fome trifle,lG£t Jor breakfafL 

Angling foi"fiih . uflde, ti!e";ic~' in winter requires no 
ot~er prOccfs, thaD Cl!ttj~g tq\lnd )lQles in the icc fro ;n 
o~e . ~o twoJecl ,di~~,tcr, . ~~,4}rtti~g down a b:litcd 
hook, which is . ~lway~ kept 'iil~9,t.ion, not only to 

prevent 
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prevent the water from fr~ezing fo foon as it would do 
if fuflcred to r~main quite {l:ill, ;but becaufe it i. found 
:Jt the home time; to be a great means of alluring the lilh 
to the hole; for it is always obferved that the filh in 
thofe parts will take a bait which is in motion, much 
Cooner than one tbat is at reJ,t. 

Early in the morning ~f< again purfued our angling, 
and all the fQ~enoon being ,~xpen;!ed without .any fuccc[s, 
we took c),own our tent and. pitched it again about eight 
milesfarther to the Wcfiward, on tbe fame lake, where 
we cut more holes in the ice for angling, and that 
night callght feveral fine pike, The nex.t day we moved 
about fille miles to th~ Sovth W~ft, down a final! river, 
where wr;pitched our tent; and having fet .foer filhing 
nets, in tjle cOJlrfe Qf the day w~ caJ,Ight many line lifh, 
particular! y pike, trout, tit~y.meg, and a coarfe kind of 
lifh known in Hudfon:. ~y: . by J~ ~w<-f Methy· 

To fet a net ilnqer th.T i~ " it , is firn necdIary ta 
afcertain its exacl itngth:' .bf·ffr~t'C1iing it 0\1'1: 1lpon the 
ice near the part .1'rC:>ilP(ed £0: fettin~, Jt. This being 
done, a number of ·fOund boles are cvt :tn the ' i.ee, at ten 
or twelve feet <!il4n~«:_ i'~9'in each o~herJ'\~a as many iil ' 
number as witHe {~nt lo' ftra~~, the :n~~" '~ iii iuY 
length. A line Is ~ oaitetl wider uwlcc. 'bylheaaa 

• Th< M<thy.re ~y:caught:With' iiliiiolrJt'll6!d tIse:l\dt:time rouhat 
!port .ism tht .night~ aDd' ,(the nig~ bc:..~J ~P,c~4' 

, 
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of a long light pole, which is hrO: introduced at one of 
the end holes, and, by means of two forked flicks, this 
po~~ is ea1ily conduCted, or paffed from one hole to another, 
unl&"1'he ice, till. it arrives at the lafl. The pole is 
then 'taken out, and both ends of the line being properly 
fecured, is always ready for uf€. The nct is made fafl 
to oile end of the line by one perron, and hauled under 
the ice by. a fecond; a large flone is tied to each of the 
lower corners, which ferves to keep the net expanded, and 
prevents it riling from the bottom with every waft 
of the current. The Europeans fcttled in Hudfan's 
Bay proceed much in the fame manner, though they in 
general take much more pains; but the above method 
IS found quite fufficient by the Indians. 

In order to fcarch a net thus fet, the two end holes 
orily are opened; the line is veered away by ~ne perron, 
and .the net hauled from under the ice by another; after 
all the _ are taken out, the net is ea£ly hauled back to 
its former 'llati,on, and there fccured lIJi before.' 

As ' this ,place ~C};ed likely to afford us a eonflant 
fupply of nih, my. ide propofe4 ~ flay here till ~e 
geefe began ~, whieh in" tQ!?fe Northern parts is 
feldom befo& th; middl!, of }4ay; His rearOlls for fa 

,', > '. . • "~ '"" ' ' <: .,J: 

doing' f&;tmed well founded: "The weather, he faid, 
" " , at this , time , too . cold to · walJF.; .on the blln"en 
" 1!i~8, and the' WOQds from tlUs Pait lead fo much 
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" to the Welhvard, that were we to Cbntinue travelling' 
" in any tolerabl'e {helter, our courfe would not bc 
" better than Wd!: South Weft, which would only be 
" going out of our way; whereas, if weihouldrdin 
" here till the weather permit us to walk due North, 
" over the barren grounds, we /hall then in one month 
.. get farther advanced on our journey, than' if we 
" were to continue travelling all the remainder of the 
" winter in the fweep of the woods." 

Thefe rear om appeared to me very judiciolls, and :1" the 
plan fcemed likely to be attended with little trouble, it 
met with my entire approbation. That being 'the cafe, 
we took additional pains in building our tent, an<\ made' 
it as commodious as the materials and fituatioll would 
admit. 

To pitch an IndWt'stent in wmter ,it is firft. neceifary 
to fearc'hf<lr ':1 level ~ce 'of dry ground; whll: cannot 
be afcertained but 'by tbrirllitlga ,flick thl'O'llgh the fnow 
down [0 the. ground, all ovcr the propofed part. When 
~ conv~Jiien,t fpons found, the fo?w ?t~ c1ea:e~ away 
III a clfcular form to ,tbe very rnofs~ ~ when It IS, pt'0-

pored, to rtm~i\i ~orf~.a ;flightor ,tw,o I!i,n~'plaee, the 
mofs IS :Ufo '/:'Iit ittI 'and l't'.iDlbv~, as It IS , very;liaiHe;when 
dry to take ''lite, andocciUion tn-.h tr~bie to the inha
bitants. ~ 'qt!aftt~'Of poles ~·d'inprOclli.rCd, which are 
gerleitlly ~mooed both in radlllibtr ~a.len~J.~ ; the' 

·,6 :11:,,., fi Ze 
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uze of the tent cloth., and the number of p.<:r/ons it is in
tended to contain. If one of thG pole. ihould not happen 
to be forked, two of them are tied together near tll!! top.,. 
then rai~d ereCt, I!lld their bl.lts Or lower cnDs excendt:d, 
,!s wide '!Is the propofed diameter of the tent; the other 
poles are then iet round at CCj lUI dill:ances from each 
other, and in fuch order, that their lower eflds form a 
complete fircle, which gives boundaries to the tCllt on 
all fides: the tent cloth is then fall:ened to a light pole, 
which is always ra.ifed up and put r0111lcl the poles from 
the weather fide,fo !,hat the t~o edges that lap over and 
form the door are always to the leeward. It mull: be 
underll:ood that this method is only in ufe when the 
Indians afe moving from place to place every day; for 
when they intend to cqncinue a,ny ti,:ne in one place, they 
always make the door of their tent to face the South. 

The tent cloth is nfuaUy ~ thm MQQfe leather, drelfed 
and'made by the Indians, and in ~pe it nearly refembles 
a fan-mount invert~d; fo ' .Wt when the largel1: curve 
indofes the bo~~om pf the poles. ~he fmaller one is 
~lways fufficient' t'Z~over the top; eX9Cpt a h9le, which 
1S delignedly left ~en to ferve ~Iu;. &ouble purpoIe of 
chimney and wingo;:w." ' . ,. 

The nre I~ ai~ys made WI the ' ground iq the center, 
a~ihhe remaincl~T of the'lIOoT, (lrbo~tom of .the tent. is 
cove~d all 'ove~ with ' fmall bian:chcs ,of the pine tree, 

which 
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which rerve both for feats and beds. A quantity of 
pine tops and branches are laid round the bottom of 
the poles on the outfide, over which the eves of the 
tent is Ilaked down; a quantity of fnow is then packed 
over all, which excludes great part of the external air, 
and contributes greatly to the warmth within. The 
tent here defcribed is Juch as is made ufe of by the 
SOllthern Indians,. and the fame with which I was fur
nilhed at the Fattory; for that made ufe of by the North
ern Indians is made of different materials, and is of a 
quite different {hape, as {hall be defcribed hereafter. 

The fituation of our tent .at . this time was truly plea
[ant, particularly for a fpring refidenee; being on a [mall 
elevated point, which commanded an cxtenfive profpett 
over ·a large lake, the {hores of which abounded with 
wood of different kinds, fuch as pine, larch, birch, and 
poplar; and in many places was beautifully contrafied 
with a variety of hig4;· hill~ . that {hewed their fnowy 
{ummits above the talldl:W'OOds. About two hundred 
yards from the tent was a £\ill,. or r:tpid, which the 
{wifmef., ~f the ~nt prevents frosn f~eezing in the 
coldell wmtera. ·At; the bottom .. 0{ this fall, .. whi.ch 
empties itfc1f iJ$: dlC ; abov~ lake, w~e /heet of 
open water aeara mile ·in length, and at \leal!: haifa 

.. . .-
mile in breadth; by .the ~. of. whi"h · ,~e had our 
hilling neu let; .... ~.in open vp:ko~ the ~t. . 

The 
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The ' 'remaining part of this month paffed on without 
any interruption, · or material 'occurrence, to difturb our 
repore, 'worth relating; our fithing ncts provided us 
with daily food, and the Indians had too much phila
forhy about them to give themfelvcs much additional 
trouble; for during the wholt: time . not one of them 
offered to look for a partriclge, or any thing elfe which 
could yield a; change of diet. 

As the time , may_now be fuppofed to have lain heavy 
on my hands, it ;.'ml1-Y 'not beeimproper to inform the 
reader how I employed it . . " In the firft place, I em
braced. every favourable opportunity of obferving the 
latitude of the place, the mean of which was 58' 40' 
30(' . North:; and the longitude by account was 5' 57' 
Well, from '· Prince of Wales'.s Fort. I then correCted 
my '~koning . from my. laft obfervation; brought up 
my journal, and , filled up my~h4rt, to the place of our 
refidence; I built alfo fOII)I'~; ' ,and caught a few 
martins; and by way o£faving my ammunition, fet fome 
mares for .partridges. · The former .is ,performcd by means 
of, a few Jogs, fo ~~g~' that when .the m~rtin attempts 
to· take away the ~t · l:ud fo.! , him,. hc With very little 
fuuggle pula dO\Y.I) afmallpoft. that Cuppens the whole 
weisht of .tl,~p; when; iC the animal be not killed 
!ly:' the weight of · the. logsj .he.. is confined till he be 
frozen ~o ~h, 01' killed by·, the . hunter going his 
rounds. 

To 

1770 . 
~ 

M ;!.n:h. 



17iO . 
1----.) 

A. rril. 

A JOURNEY TO THE 

To f;;a re partridges requires no other procefi than 
r.laking a few little hedges acrofs a creek, 01' a few lhort 
hedges projeCting at right angles from the fidie of an Uland 
of willows, which thofe birds are found to frequent. 
Several openings mull be left in each hedge, to admit the 
birds to pars through, and in each of them a fnare mull 
be ret; fo that when the partridges are hopping along the 
,·dge of the willows to feed, which is their ufua! cullom, 
lome of them foon get into the fnares, where they are 
confined till they are taken out. I have caught from 
three to ten partridges in a day by this limple contri
vance ; which requires no farther attendance than going 
round them night and morning. 

I have already obferved tliat nothing material happened 
to dillurb our repole till the nrll of April, when to our 
great furprife the filhing nets did not alford us a fingle 
filh. Though ·fome .af the preceding days had been 
pretty fnccef,ful, yet ·mY companions, like true ' Indians, 
fddom went to !l.eep ·t>iil they had cleared the tent c,f 
c,'cry article of provliion. . As nothing was to be caught 
in the nets, we all went out to ang'lf; but in ~his we 
were equally unfuccefsful, as we cou(.! not procure oat: 
filh the whole day. , 'This [odden change of circumfuqlces 
alarmtd one 'of 11\" eompanions fo mucP~. hchegan 
to think of refuming the ufe of hi$~arter having 
laid it by for neat 'a month. 

Early 
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Early in the morning we arofe; WhCll my guide COIl 

ne-e-quefe went a hunting, and the refl: attended the nets 
3Jld hooks near home; but all with fuch bad [uceefs, that 
we could not procure enough in one day to ferve two men 
for a fupper. This, inllead of awakening the tell of 
my companions, fent them to. ileep; and fcarcd r allY 
of them had the prudence to look at the iiilling nets, 
though they were not more than two or three hundred 
yards from the tent door. 

My guide, who was a Ileady man, and an excellent 
hunter, . having for many years been accullomcd to pro
vide for a large famil)" fcemed by far the moll in
dullrious · of all my crew; he c10rdy purfucd his hunt 
ing for feveful days, and feldom returned to the tent till 
after dark, while thofc at the tent paffed moll of their 
time in fmoking and fleeping . 

. 
Several days paired without any figns of relief, till 

~ 7; ). 
'- -.--..-' . 

the loth, when my guide continued out longer than ordi- '0'''' 
nary, . which made us conjecture that he had met with 
Jlrangers~ ·or feen f;:nIc deer, or other game, which occa-
fioned hiS delay. We all therefore lay down to fleep, 
having had but · little refrefument for the three preceding 
days, except, ,a pipe of to.bacco ®d ·a draught of water; 
even- partridges had 'become fo . karce -that not one was 
to be got; the heavy thaws had . driven . them all Ollt 
toWl\l'ds the barren grounds. About midnight, to ollr 

O'rc3t 
t:> 
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great joy, our hunter arrived, and brought with him 
the Glood and fragments of . two deet that he ha,i 
killed. This unexpected [ucce[s [oon rou[ed the /leepers, 
who, in an infiant, were bulily employed . in cooking a 
large kettle of broth, made with the blood, and fome [at 
and [craps of meat fi,red wall, boiled in it. This might 
be reckoned a dainty di!h at any time, but was more 
particularly [0 in our pre[ent almofi fami!hed condition. 

After partaking of this refre!hment, we refumcd OUr 
refi, and early in the morning fet out ill a body fnr the 
place where the deer were lying. As we intended to 
make our flay but !hort, we left our tent fianding, can·· 
taining all our baggage. On our arri val at. the place 
of defiination, fome were immediately employed in mak
ing a hut or barrocado with young pine trees ; 'while 
one man Ikinned the deer, the remainder went a hunting, 
and in the afternoon returned to the hut, after haying 
killed two deer. . 

Several days were . now fpent in fcalling and glut
tony; during which ,the Indians kil\td five more deer 
and three fine beavers; finding at kll, however, that 
there was little profpeex of procuring either more deer 
or beavers, we detet:mined . to return to~i tent, with 
the remain. of what we had already obtail,led. ' , 

The fle!h of thefe deer, though none of the large/l'~ 
might with frugality.have ferved our fmall number, {being 

only 
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only fix} for fame time; but my companions, like other 
Indians, fealled day and night while it blled; and were 
fo indolent and unthinking, as not to attend properly to the 
iiihing-nets; fo that many line lilh, which had been en
tangled in the nets, were entirely fpoiled, and in about 
twelve or four teen days we we lt: nearly in as p;rcac dilhd, 
for provihong as ever. 

During the courfe of our long inaCtivity, S"'o\'- i'''p-<)
kilhac, commonly called Soffi,p, my principal S" uthcrn 
Indian, as he was cutting fame birch for fpoons, oii],e" 
and other neceilitry houfehold furniture, h.d the misiortune 
to cut his leg in fueh a manner as to be incapable of walk
ing; and the other Southern Indian, though a much 
younger man, was fo indolent as not to be of an)' lervice 
to me, except hauling part of our luggage, and eating up 
part of the provj{ions which had bcTIl p[(widcd by the 
morc indullrious part of my compaliions~ 

1770 • 
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2 ~ J , 

On the twenty-fourth, early in the day, a great body " ,h. 
of Indians was f<en to the South Well, on the larg" lake 
by the fide of which our tent /lood. On their arril'a! at 
our tent we difcovered them to be the wiws and {;lnlilies 
of the Northern Indian goofe-hunters, who were gone to 
Prince of Wales's Fort to attend the fcafon: They were 
bound toward the Uafrcn ground, there to wait the re-
turn of their IlU/balld, and relations from the Fort, after 
the terminatiQIl of the goofe-fe2fon. 

My 
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My guide "aving for fame days paft determined to 
mewe toward the barren ground, this morning we took 
down our tent, packed up our luggage, and proceeded 
to the Eafhvard in the [1me track we came; but Soifop 
being fa lame as to be obliged to be hauled on a ileqge, 
I calily prevailed on two'of the Indians who had joined 
\lS on the 24th, and who were purfuing the fame road, 
to perform thi s [crvice for him. 

After tlVO days good walking in our old track, we al"
ri,'"cd at a part of Seal River called She-than-nee, where 
we pitched our tent and fet both our fithing-nets, intend
ing to {hy there till the geeCe . began to fly. Though we 
had feen {cveral fwans and fame geefe flying to the North
ward, it was the thirteenth of May belore we could 
procmc any. On that day the Indians killed two {wans 
and three geefe. This in [ome mc:tfufc alleviated am 
difircfs, which at that ·time was very great; having. hao 
no other fubliflencc for five or lix days, thall a few cran
berries; that we 'gathered from" the dry ridges where the 
(now was thawed away ' in fpots; for -though we fet .our , 
liiliing.ncts·in the beft" judge<t,piaccs, . and a~gI.ed a-t: , ~very 

part that was likely~" to ' alFOra ' meecf., wer,~y" caught 
three fmaIHif~>~udn.g, ~he:-:~ole ' ti,e.,; : M~tof tho 
Northern Indi~j wM llad · J01lled us . om;~l.ie ' 24dJof 
April, re~jiUed : :iri"'otir ' CO\Dpariy .f0r ~r.9iii~ '#nfc; '" ~d . 
though I "well' !k~ew 'they -:h.3fI/~?~ ~~~if;ul' ""!Q~~f) 
and had theilg~ {I_a 6f:~rjie4l~fW:!.Othem,t~ . . 

w.et~ . 



NOR THE R N 0 C E A N, 

were alfo acquainted .with our dillrefs, they never g"V~ 
me or my Southern companions the leall fupply, although 
they had in {ecret amply provided for ollr Northcl'll 
guides, 

By the ninetcenth, the .gcc fc\ fwans, ducks, gulls , and 
other birds of palJ.age, werc {(, plentiful, tlut we kiilcd creey 

day as many as were fuflicicnt for our fupport; and h;lI.; lHg 
flopped a few days to recruit our fpiri ts aftcr 10 long " 
fall, on the twenty-third we began once mace to pPOcccJ 
toward the barren ground, S('){[op having now pcrfcu ly 
recovered from his late misfortune, c,'ery thing fccmed to 
have a favourable appearance; cfpccially as my crew had · 
becn augmented to tweh'e per[ons , by the addition of one 
of m)' guide's wive" and five othcrs, whom I had elwa';cJ 

C'. c. 

to aili ll in carrying our luggage; and I well knew, li'om 
the feafon of the year, that hauling would [ocn be ell .1:1 

en~ for the {ummer. . 

The thaws having been by this time [0 great as to rer
der travelling itt :the woods aimofl impraclicablc, we Con

tinued our cour[e to the Eall on Seal Riv~T, about Gxteea 
miles farther, when we came to a [mall river, and a 
flring of., lakes connefred with· it, ' tl lat tended to the 
Nerth. 

The wcather for [orne time was rcm~rkably fine and 
:pIcafant1 c" Ga'ine of all kinds was exceedingly plentiful, 

E 2 and 
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and we continued our courfe to .the Northward on t11c 
above river and lakes till the lirfi of June, when we ar
rived at a place called Beralzone. . In our way thither, 
bdide killing more geefe than was necell,uy, we Ihot 
two deer. One of my companions had now the misfor
tune to /hatter his hand very much by the burfiing o'f a 
gun; but as no bones were broken, I bOllnd up the 
wound, and with the a/f,llancc of fome of Turlington's 
drops, yellow bafilicon, &c. which I had with me, foon 
rellated the ure of his hand; fo that in a very {hort time 
he feemed to be out of all danger. 

4th. After fiopping a few days at Beralzone, to dry a little 
venifon and a few geefe, we again proceeded to the North
ward on the barren ground; for on our 'leaving this place 
we foon got clear of all the woods. 

sth. The fnow was by this time fo foft ·as to render wal~ing 
in fnow-/hoes very laborious; and though the ground was 
bare in man~ places, yetat:ltimes, and i~rticularplaces, 
the fnow-dnfts wel'!'!.JO deep, .thatwe .' . . d .not poffibly 

6th. do without them.:, .. nythe [1Xth, ·however, the thaws were 
fo general, and the [nows [0' much melted, that as our· 
fnow-Ihoeswere ~dt:d>'with more troubk than.fervice, 

,.tIt. we all coo1?lted to throw them away . .. :r,.llt,the tenth, 
OUf fledgeS proyed,l;rviceable, ~rticllhul1:i,P,;)romng lakes 
and ponds oll;,.~e ice; huttha~;;~i#':,u.,.,eUing now 
growing daligerous on ac~t '·of · thc· ~ thilws, 'wc> 

determined 
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determined to throwaway our fledges, and everyone to take 
a load on his back. 

This f found to be much harder work than the winter 
carriage, .as my part of the luggage conlilled of the fol
loWing articles, viz . the quadrant and its Il:and, a trunk 
containing books, papers, &c. a land-compa(" and a large 
bag containing all my wearing apparel; alfo a hatchet, 
knives, files, &c . . belide feveral fmall articles, intended 
for prefenrs to the natives. The aukwardilefs of my load, 
added to its great weight, which was upward of lixty 
pounds, and the exceffive heat of the weather, rendered 
walking the moll: laborious talk I had ever encountered ; 
and what conliderably increafed the hardfhip; was the bad
nefs of the road, and the coarfenefs of our lodging, being, on 
account of the want of proper tents, expofed to the utmoll: 
feverityof t'he weather. The tent we had with us was not 
only, tDO large, and unlit for barren ground fervice, where 
no poles were to be got; but .we had been obliged to cut 
it up for fhoes, and each perfon carrred his own fhare. 
Indeed my guide' behaved bqth negligently apd ungenc
roully on thisoccafion; aste never made me, or my 
Southertllndians, ' acquainted with the nature of pitching 
tents 'on :tbe barren ground; waich had he done, we 
could calily have procured a fet of poles bekm: we left the 
woods. He took care, however; to procure a fet for him
kif and hiswifC'; .and when the tent was divided, though 
Ile .maddhift to get a 'piece large enough to ferve him for 
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n complete little tent, he never alked me or my Southern 
I"di:l11 s to put our heads into it. 

Delille the inconvenierice of being expo fed to the open 
air, night and day, in all weathers, we experienced real 
difl:rc[s from the W:lnt of victuals. When provifions were 
procured, it often happened that we could not make a 
fire, [n that we were obliged to eat the meat quite raw; 
which at lirll:; in the article of filh particularly, was as 
little relilhed by my Southern companions as my[df. 

Notwithfianding thefe accumulated and complicated 
hardillips, we continued in perfect health and good [pirits; 
and my gu ide, though a perfect niggard of his proviliollS, 
erpccially in times of ' [c"rcity,' g1VC us the Hrongcfl: af
[mance of [uon arriving at a plentiful country, which 
would not anI; aJlord \IS a certain fupply of· provi1l0n5, 
but where we illOuld ,mect with other Ind ians, who pro
bably would be willing , to carry part of Oul' luggage. 
This Il.Cws naturally . gave)~s great confolation; for at that 
time tile wdght of qur \,onJj;allt loads was [0 great, th,u 
when Providence. threw ani~thing ,in. ollr way, we could 
not carry: ~bove : tlrq day~ ' provilions with U$" wl;Uch, 
indeed w;ls".th., : ph~Lfeaion of om .being (o,freQuenth" 
in want. 

fwm .the.·twentieth , to(ith~" twCbtf-th.l~t1' iwe' walk%\ 
every .day ·nc:illr ,nv.e~ty mile,~ , w.it.b(')pt<lAY(it;h~r;;(1' hfi~ 

than 
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than a pipe of tob~eeo, and a drink of water when we 
plcafcd: even partridges and gulls, which fame time before 
were in great plenty, and 'eafily procured, were now fa 
fcaree and fhy, that we could rarely get one; and as to 
geefe, ducks, &e. they had aU flown to the Northward 
to breed and molt. 

Early in the morning of the twenty -third, we fer out as 
ufual, but had not walked above feven or eignt miles be
fore we faw three mutk-oxcn grazing by the lldt of.;r fmall 
lake. The Indians immediately went ,1n purfuit at them; 
and as fome of them were expert hunters, they foon killed 
the whole of them. ' This was no doubt \"Cry fortunate; 
but, to pur great mortification, before we could get one 
of them lkinned, {ueh a fall of raill came on, as to put 
it quite out of our power. to make a ·hre; which, even in 
the hncll: weather, could only be made of moe;, as we 
were ncar an hundred miles from any woods. This was 
pOOl' eOlnfort fo~ people who had not broke their 141: for 
fOllf'odlvedays . .. ,Neeefuty" however, has no law.; and 
hivin~, .beeni;>efo~ " iniliated into the method of catiJ)g nw "m6,tt; we .w~t& better prepared for this repall:: 
,lIunhis 'was by dlO means fo well relifhed, either by me 
ortheSOlithetn Indians,as either raw v(!nifon or raw fiil, 
hlid-'bcen' : for the flefh pf the. mulk .. oll; is not only coarfe 
'ana .t';hgh, . bur fmells al!d·taftes ill ftrQng of mulk as to 
"maM: ;itvifiy difagreeablc when raw, dlOugh it is tolerable 
'e:itihibv!ren ,properly 'cooKed. . The weather continued fo 

remark~ 
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rcmarkably bad, accompanied with con!l:ant heavy rain, 
{now, and fleet, and Ollr necdT,ties were fa great by 
the time the weather permitted liS to make a fire, that we 
had nearly eat to dlt: amount of one buffalo quite raw . 

• 
Notwithllanding I mullcred up all my philafophy on 

this 'occafion, yet I mull: confcfs that my fpirits began 
to fail me, Indeed our other misfortunes were greatly 
aggravated by the inclemency of the weather, which was 
not onlf cold, but [0 very wet that for ncar three days 
and nights I l1ad not one dry thread about me. When 
the fine weather returned, we made a fire, though it was 
only of mofs, as I have already obferved; and having 
got fny cloath. dry, all things feemed likely to go an in 
the old channel, thougb that was indifferent enough; but 
I endeavoured, like a failor after a Ilorm, to forget pall: 
lnisforlunes. 

Nbnc of our natural wants, if we except thidl, are fo 
dill:reiling, or hard to endure, as hunger; and in wan. 
dering fituations, like that which I now experienccd, the 
hardlhip is greatly aggravated by tlte 'Ilncertainty "!,,ith re
[pea: to its duration, and the means moll:- proper to be 
ufed to, remove it, as well as by the labour and fatigue we 
Illull neceiTarily,undergo for that purpofe, aud the difap~ 
pointmeuts whiCh too frequently fruftrate our beft con_ 
certed pl311s and moll /henuous exertions: it not only , 
enfeebles the body,' but dcprdfesthe fpirits, in ' fpke of 

every 
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every e/tort to prevent it. Bef,des, for want of action, the 
fiomach fa far lofes its digefiive powers, that after loagfafi
ing it refumes its office with pain and reluctance. During 
this jourMY I have too freq uently experienced the dread
ful effeets of this· calamity, and more than once been re
duced to fa Iowa Ilate by hunger and fatigue, that when 
Providence threw any thing in my way, my Ilomach has 
fcarcely been able to retain more than two or thr.ee ounce.s, 
without producing the moll oppreffive pain. Another 
difagreeable circumf!:ance of long falling is, the extreme 
difficultY 'and pain attending the ,natura! evacuations for 
the /irf!: time; and which is [0 dreadful. that . of it none 
but thofe " who have experienced can have an adequate 
idea. 

To record in detail each "day's fare .fince the com
mencement of this journey, would .be little morc than a 
dull repetition of the fame occurrences. A (ufficient 
idea of it may be given in a few words, by obferving 
that it ~y juftly ,be/aid to,. havebcen either all fcall
ing, or all Ja,I,lline,: J ometimes wehadtoo much, [eldon) 
juft.eno\lgh, freq~e~dy ,too little, and oftcn nooe at all. 
It Will~oply;~6.l:.q;1ry,)a:[a;r !h~pv~ have (all,cd many 
<ti~, ,tw9 ,. whole !·,day,s, ~nd pigb.ls;twiceup,y.ards of 
't~4a.ys,; ru'!l o~~e, "fhi!e ~t S~~':tha~-nce, ' n~ar [evCtl 
daY!';t j~g .. :w.hicpwe: t:\11~.d>iq(~ , .nlouthf~i . Of,ally 
thi#g., ~p~a , fe~" . qanbe~.£ies, +~a~~r) · [craps . ~f old 
leatberj\ ,II!1-C\-,' bw:nt· ~ncs. On thpl~'pi!:'ffing occaIi6ns I 

,~~;t#8~qyJ~ '~Jndians exa\nllle"ihcir wai~be; 
which 
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which confified chiefly of ficin-clothing, and confider 
what part could bell: be fpared; fometimes a piece of an 
old, half-rotten deer ficin, and at others a pair of old 
!hoes, were facriiiced to alleviate extreme hunger, The 
rdation of [\lch uncommon hardihips may perhaps gain 
little credit in Europe,; while !ho(c who are conv'er{ant 
with the hiftory of Hudfon's Bay, and who are thoroughly 
acquainted with the diftrefs which the natives of the 
COUnll'y about it frequently endure, may confider them as 
no more than the common occurrences of an Indhn life, 
in which they are frequently driven to the neceffity of 
eating one anoth.cr 

Knowing 

• It is the gtneral opinion of the Southern Indian9, dlat when any of their 
tribe have been driven to the nccemey of eating human Adh. they becvrne fo 
fond of ie, that no perron is fafe in their company. And though it is wdl 
known they :lfC' never guilty of making this horrid repall but when driven to 

it by necelIicy. YCl chofe who have made it are not only fhunned, bue {o unt· 
verfally detefted by aU who know them, thar no Indians will tent with them, 
.,and they are frequently murpered nily. I have [een fevc ral of thore poor 
wretcht's who. unfortl~ately for them, have come, under the above dc:fcrip-' 
(ion, and though they were perfoIl5 much·efteemed before hungtr had drivfm 
thtm to this aa, were' afterward fo untV'erf.Jly defplCed and neglefud, ilia': a 
fmile nevcr graced thdr countenances: deep mclancho1y has bt;e,n .fea t~f.i ,.on 
t heir brows, while ,the eye molt exprdfiveJy fpoke (he diCtates of the he,art, 
and fcemed to (ay, U ,\Vhy do you ,defpife 'me for my misforrunes:? the:,p;:riod 
'( is probAbly not far dHtaDt, when you may ,be ;driven to "De ,JiJw: i"~'~ea:iqr.f" 

In the Spring of thqear .1775, when 1 was. buildiqgCliaibc:rl"fHoufe, 
an Indian, whofe-name was Wapoo5,,' ~ne ~o* .~tili::,~~,,,.:ar,'~ ,,·,titne '~hCn: 
fifr;:en- tents of Indtaus ,were on d~ .. ,p~_~~~.; ;>,~fh~J.:.:;c~ed ;him~,._!~ 
minutely, and found he ·had cotne · ~ .. ~91i.~fyjli',~.:;Ofhi.leU; . .,~ . a 
gun, 0' ammunition. This maik· """'f}>('Ill.,j, cOi!i<et;jre he hadm.;i~di; 
and killed, fomeperfon <by ' che.wap'. ;i/I£\ !Ih'"""""rtli.more • .uJy-Cri;di~d. 

from .. 
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. Knowing that our conRant loads would · not permit us 
to carty much provifions with us, we agreed to continue 
a day or two to refrefh ourfelves, and to dry a little meat 
in the (un, as it thereby not only becomes more portable, 
but. is always ready for ufe. On the twenty-fixth, all 
that remained of the mu/k-o...: fleih being properly 
dried and fit · for carriage, we began to proceed on our 
journey Northward, and on the thirtieth of June arrived 
at a· fmall river, called Cathawhachaga, which empties 
it(df into a large lake called Yath-kyed-whoie, or White 
Snow Lake. Here we found (everal tents of Northern 
Indians, who had been (orne time employed fpearing deer 
in their canoes, as they crolrcd the above mentioned little 
river. Here alfo we met a Northern Indian Leader, · or 
Captain, called Keelihies, and a fmall party of his crC",,,, 
who were bound to Prince of Wales's Fort, with furs 

from the CaTe he took to conceal a bag of prQvifions, which he had. brought 
W:idl hilJlJ ,in a lofty pine-tree near the houfe. 

Being'a-ftrang("f, 1 invited him -in. though 1 faw he had noching for trade; 
aDd "dur-ing that interview,-(orne ,of the-fndian women examined his bag. and 
ga"lC it as thdr opinion that [he meat -it contained wa~ human fleOl: ill con
(tq~enceJ it ~as : not without the interference ' of fome principal Indiam, 
w'h'6fe liberality of fcnt-imen~ 'Was more extt,nfive ' than that in the others, 
.t.fte poor cr~ature faved' his life. Many of the men cleaned and loaded. 

> ;i~ir:guns; 'Others had their bows and arroWs rudy; and even trn:' women 
~lt:"',potremon of the h:'.tchr-ts: ~o " kill thi$" ,pOor inofftnfive wretch, for no 

:",cntfie')t;>tit 'that of travelling aboUt two huildrr.d miles by himfdf, unaffifted 
by fiie~arms f6~ fupport in his journey. 
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and other commodities for trade. When Keellhies was 
made acquainted with the intent of my journey, he readily 
oltered his fervice to bring me any thing from tbe Factory 
that we wcre likely to Rand in need of; and though we 
were then ill latitude 63' 4' North, and longitude 7' 12' 

Weil from Churchill, ye~ he promifed to join us again, at 
a place appoi!lted by my guide, by the fetting in of the 
Winter. In confequence of this offer, I looked over our 
ammunition and other articles; and finding that a little 
powder, {hot, tobacco, and a few knives, were likely to 
be of {ervice before the journey could be completed, I 
d('tcrrnincd to (cnd a letter to the govcrnor of Prince of 
Wales's Fort, to advife him of my lituation, and to delire 
him to fend by the bearer a certain quantity of the above 
articles; on which Keellhies and his crew prQCeedcd on 
their journey for the Factory the fame day. 

Cathawhachaga was tbe only river we had feen lince the 
breaking up of the icc , that we could not ford; arid as 
we had not any canoes with us, we were obliged to get'· 
ferried acrofs by . the ftrange , Indians. When ,we . ar
rived on tbe North lide of this ,iv~r, wbere the . Indians 
relided, my guide propofed to fiop fome time, to dry 'and 
pound fome meat t() take with us; to whicld rea\illy; coil,; , 
fcnted, We alfo fetour filhing-nets, and c3qght a ,con
fidcrablcquantity of very fine hili; fuch •• , tittem~g;: 
barbie, &c. '. ,', .. . 

, 

The 
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The number of deer which crolfcd Cathawhachaga, 
during our fray there, was by nr) means equal to our ex · 
peCtation., and no more than jufr [ufficient to fupply our 
prefent wants; [0 that after waiting [everal days in fruit
lefs expeCtation, we began . 'to prepare for moving; and 
a.:ccrrdingly, on the fixth of J'tly, we Jet out, though 
we had not at that time as much viCtu~elonging to 
our company as would furnilh us .a fupperl' "During our 
flay here, we had each day got as much filh or flelh as was 
{"fficient for prefent expenditure; hut, being in hopes 
of better times, raved none. 

Before we left Cathawhachaga, I made feveralobfcrvations 
for the latitude, and found it to be 63° 4' North. I alfo 
brought up my journal, and filled up my chart to that 
time. Every thing being now ready for our departure, 
my guide informed me that in a few days a canoe would 
be abfolutely necelfary, to enable us to crofs fome unford
able fivers which we lhould meet, and could not avoid. 
This .induced me to purchafc one at the cary rate of a 
fingle knife, the full value of which did not exceed o";e 
penny. h 'nmA: be 'obferved, that the man who fold the 
canoe had no farther Occafion for it, and was glad to take 

. what he . could get; but had he been thoroughly ac
quainted with our necelIities, he moA: alfuredly would 
ha~ 'had the confcience to have a{ked goods to the amount 

, ciLtfo:ll beaver {kins at leaft. . 
,0 _ _ •• 
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This additional piece of luggage obliged me to engage 
another Indian; and we were lucky enough at that time 
to meet with a poor forlorn fellow, who was fond of the 
office, having never been in a much better flate than that 
of a beaR of burthen. Thus, provided with a canoe, and 
a man to carry it, we Ifft Catho.whachaga, as has been 
obferved, on"e lixth of July, and continued our courfe 
to the NorthTy Wefl, and North North Wefl; and that 
night put up by the lide of a fmall bay of White Snow 
Lake, where we angled, and caught fevcral fine trout, 
fome of which weighed not lefs than fourteen or lixteen 
pounds. In the night heavy rain came 011, which con
tinued thr~"e days; but the ninth proving fine weather, 
and the fun difplaying his beams very powerfully, we 
dried our clothes, and proceeded to the Northward. To
ward the evening, however, it began again to rain fo cx
cdlivcly, that it was with much difficulty we kept our 
powder and books dry. 

On the feventeenth, we raw many mulk-oxen, feveral of 
which the Indians killed; whcn we agreed to flay here a 
day or two, to dry and pound - fome of the carcafes to take 
with us. The flelh of any animal, when it is thus pre
pared, is not only hearty food, but is .alway. ready for 

• To prrpare'. meat in .this manner, .it ~quirrs no farther operation tibaD 
cutting the lean parts ofthe.animal into thin ·Oiee., and dryi~g it in tbe fW),.1 o.r 
by a flow fire, tiU" after beating i~ betw~cn~p ~, it ~ '~u~d to a coa{fc 
po~d.e.r. . ' -.> • • ' . '-, ' • 
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ufe, and at ,the fame time very portable. In moil parts 
of Hudfon's Bay it is known by the name of Thew-hagon, 
but amongft the Northern Indians it is called Achees . 

• Having prepared as much dried fldh as we could tranf
port, we proceeded to the Northward; and at our de
parture left a great-quantity of meat behind us, which 
we could neither eat nor carry away. This was not 
the £rft time we had fo done; and however wafteful 
it may appear, it is a practice fo common among all the 
Indian tribes, as to be thought nothing of. On the 
twenty-fecond, we met feveral ftrangers, whom we joined 
in purfuit of the deer, &c, which were at this time fo 
plentiful, that we got every day a fufficicllt number for 
our fupport, and indeed too frequently killed feveral 
merdy for the tongues, marrow, al)d fat. 

/.I.fter we had been fome time in company with thofe 
Indi¥,s, I found that my guide f"emed to heG tate abou t 
proceeding any farther; and that he kept pitching his tcnt 
backward and forward, ' from place to place, after the 

deer, 'and the rell of the Indians. On my alking him his 
reafon for fo doing; he anfwered, that as the ycar was 
too far advanced to admit of our arrival at the Copper
~nc: ~iyer. that SU~lTler, he thought it !D0rc advifable 
to pafs ,the Winter wilk [O,me of the Indians then in com
party, and, alleged that there could be no fear of our ar
rivingatthaf river early in the Summer of one thou
{and ' {even hundred and feventy-one, As I coula not 

pretend 

39 

'7 ' 0 , 
........ J 

July. 



40 

'77°· 
--~ . July. 

3~th. 

, 
.'" . 

A JOURNEY TO THE 

pretend ·to contr.adiCl: him, I was entirely reconciled to 
his propofal; and accordingly we kept . moving to the 
Wefl:ward with the other Indians. In a few days, many 
others joined us from dillerent quarters; fa that by the 
thirtieth of July we had in all above fevenry tents, wbich 
did not contain lefs than fix hundred perfoDS. Indeed 
our encampment at night had the appearance of a fmaIl 
town; and in the morning, when we began to move, 
the whole ground (at leaft for a large (pace all rOllOd) 
feemed to be alive, with men, women, children, and 

,dogs. Though the land was entirely barren, and de/litute 
of every kind of herbage, except wifh-a-capucca" aml 
mofs, yot the deer were fo numerous that the Indians 
not only killed as many as were fufficient for our large 
number, but often feveral merely for the /kins, marrow, 
&c. and left the caroofes to rot, or to be devoured by the 
wolves, foxes, and other beafts cf prey. 

In our way to the Weftward we came to feveral tivers, 
which, though {mall and of n~ note, were fo deep as 
not to be fordable, particularly Doo-baunt River t. On 
thofe occafions only, we had recourfe to our canoe, which. 
though of the commonfize, was too fin all to carry mme 

.. Wif11-a-capucp.ls 'the .name given by t!~e natives ,·to a J?lJnt ' 'Yhid~ 't~::f~~~~ 
all nvcl" th(: count~ bordering on HuMon's ~ay i and an:in~¥Gno,r.it .s' u(ed 
as tea by all the' Europt'aos fClded ,m thkOOUDtJIf. :· .' , .i:';'.-

t This riv<r. ' .. weli as aY 4t.~ .dei;i'.\(iiI~rthat :;W¢Uacilm. whidi "l 
trotled during tt~i~ part of -my jOUI'~(YJ : taq ·):o . ~Jic,,: t:a.~ .,.ntJ ,Nort~ Eaft,; ,~ , 
both them and the lakes wcn: .perfr:8:1y Jr<:Ih,· a:Cd inJubited by fith t~at a~ 
,,",,'ell known never .to frt'guent .fitle .wat~t. . ' 

• ' than 
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th:lll t':Vo perfons; one of w! lcm ahva)'s lies cl own at Ldt 
length . for fcar of making th ,c c:,,,oe top-he·,v)" and the 

other lit s on his heels and paddle<. This Illethod of (t :·

rying over rivers, though teJi ou:: , i5 the m oil cxpcd;tio tls 
wax thefe poor people can contrive ; for th'.' ), arc i'O: ,lS

times obliged to clrry tht' ir can6::i cnc hUilJnd all~ i~ ;!)' , 

or two hundred Inilcs, without having occafi oll to n ~akL: 

ufe of them, yet at limes they cannot do wi rholll ti H.:ln ; 
and were they not very fm,,11 and pDrtJ blc, it W()1i\ \ i"" 
impoOible for one man to carry them, which they ar~ 

often obliged to do, not only the dil1:anc~ above mentioned, 
but (,.'VCil the whole SUlnluer. 

The perfon I engaged at Cathawhachaga to carry m{ 
canoe proving too weak for the talk , another· of my crew 
was obliged to exchange loads with him, which Lcmccl 
pl'ricelly agreeable to all parties ; and as we \\'~ l kcd but 
Chort. days jOllrnies, and deer werc very plentiful, all 
things went on very 6noothly. Nothing material hll'pcned 
t ill the eighth, when we were near 10Gng the quadrant and 
all our powder from the following eirclimO'lllce: the fellow 
who had been rdeafed from carrying t.he canoe proving 
too weak, as hath been already obferved, had , after the 
exchange, nothing to carry but my powder and his own 
trifles; the latter were indeed very inconfidcrahlc, not equal 
in Gze and weight to a loldicr's knapfack. As I intended 
to have a little fport wit h the deer, and knowing his load 
to be milch lighter than mine, I gav~ him the quadrant 
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and {land to carry, which he took without the leall: hefi
(ation, or feeming ill-will. Having thus eafed myfdf for 
the prefent of n heavy and cumberfome part of my load, 
I fet out early in the morning with rome of the Indian 
men; and after walking ahout eight or nine miles, faw, 
fcom the top of a high 11m, a great number of deer feed
ing in a neighbouring valley; on which we laid down our 
loads and ereCted a Bag, as a lignal for the others to pitch 
their tents there for the night. We then purfued our hunt
ing, which proved very fuccefsful. At night, however, 
when we came to the h;lI where we had left Our baggage, 
I found that only part of the Indians had arrived, and 
that the man who had been entrull:ed with my powder and 
quadrant, had fet off another way, with a [mall party of 
Indians that had been in our company that morning. 
The evening being far advanced, we werc obliged to defer 
going in fearch of him till the morning, and as his ' track 
could not be calily difcovered ill the Summer, the SQuth
ern Indians, as well as myfelf, . were very uneafy, fearing 
we had loll: the powder, which was to provide us with 
food and raiment the remainder of our journey. The very 
uncourteous behaviour of the Northern Indians then in . . . 

company, gave me little hopes of receiving affilbn~e from 
them, any longer than I had wherewithal to reward them 
for their troOO,le and expence; for during tbe .whole 'time 
I had bren w'iih ' them, not o~ pf tilem hadQ£Fered to. give 
me the lea/l: morlel orvidllal~,~!t:~\1t ,a1k:ing (omethingi~ 
excllange, which, in gI!11e;f"11_Mlas _ tIm:<!:~~esthe ya\\Ie pf 

.. what 
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what they could have got for the fame articles, had they car
ried them to the FaCtory, though feveral hundred miles 
diftant. 

So inconfiderate were thofe people, that wherever they 
met me, they always expeCted that I had a great a/fortment 
of goods to relieve their neceffities; as if I had brought 
the Company's warchoufe with me. Some of them wanted 
guns; all wanted ammunition, iron-work, and tobacco; 
many were folicitous for medicine; and others pre/fed me 
for different articles of clothing: but when they found 
I had nothing to fpare, except a few nick-nacks and gew
gaws, they made no fcruple of pronouncing me a " poor 
" fervant, noways like the Governor at the FaCtory, who, 
" they faid, they never faw, but he gave them fomethhg 
"ufeful." It is fcarcely poffible to conceive any people 
fo void of common underftanding, as to think that the 
fole intent of my undertaking this fatiguing journey, was 
to carry a large a/fortment of ufeful and heavy implements, 
to ,give to all that ftood in 'need of them; but many of 
them would a/k me for what they wanted with the fame 
freedom, ' arid apparently with the [arne hopes of [ueeefs, 
as if ihey had been at one of the Company's FaCtories. 
Others, with an air of more generolity, oltered me furs 
to trade with at the fame ftandard as at the FaCtory; with
oiItcon'fidering how unlikely it was that I~lOuld increafe 
th'l:f .enormous weight of my load with articles whiCh could 
be of nQ ,more ufe to me in my ptefent fituation than they 
wae to themfdves. ' 

This 
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This unaccoUiltable behaviour of the Indians occalioned 
'much ferious refleCtion on my part; as it !hewed plainly 
how little I had to expeCt if I DlOuld, by any aceidcnt, 
be reduced to the nccdlity of depending upon them for 
fupport; fa that, though I laid me down to rcll:, Deep 
was a (hanger to me that night. The following beau
tiful lines of Dr. Young 'I repeated above an hundred 
times: 

u Tir~d Nature's (weet rdeorer, balmy Sleep; 
H He, like the world. his ready vifit p:l.Ys 
" Where fortune {miles; the wretched he forfakes : 
H Swift on his downy pinions Aies (rom wac, 
(, And lights on lids WlJiilly'd with a tea.r." N,GHT TH OUO IlTS. 

After paffing the night in this melancholy manner, I 
got up at day-break, and, with the two Southern Indians, 
fet out in quell: of our deferter. Many hours e1apfed, 
in fruitlefs fcarch after him, as we. could not di[cover 
a lingle track in the direCtion which we were informed. he 
had taken. The day being a1moll: [pent without the leall: . 
appearance of fuccef.; I {>\'opo[ed repairing to the place 
where I had delivered the quadrant to him, in ho,pes of· 
feeing fome track in the mafs that might lead to the way 
the Indians were gone whom our deferter had accom-. 

panied. On our arrival at that place, we fO)lnd they .had 
Il:ruck down t,.,ard a little river which theyhlid crofTed. · 
the morning hefore; and there, to DUt great joy, we fourul 
the quadrant and the bag ofp.owcder Iy,ing 'on the top of a 
high fione, but not ~ human being was to. be feen: On. 

PXlUIUnmg 
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examullng the· powder, we found that the h'g had been 
opened, and part of it taken Ollt; but) not'.,.'t t h{1andjng 

0\,. lofs was very eonJi<icrablc, we returned with light 
hearts' to the place at which we had been the night belme, 
where we «lUnd· our baggage [afe, but all the Ind ian, .. 
gone: they had, however, been [0 conllderatc a, to fet 
up marks to dire~ us what cour[e to fleer. By t he ti:TlC 

we had adjufled our bundles, the day was (luite Ji'Ult; 
feeing, however, a fmoke, or rather a £re, in the di
reCtion we were ordered to fleer, we ben t our way 
towards it; and a little after ten o'clock at night came 
up with the main body of the Indians; when, after 
rcfreihing ourfdves with a plentiful fupper, the lirfl 
morfel we had tafled that day, we retired to refl, whid, 
I at leall: enjoyed with better fucccf~ than the preeed ;"g 
night. 

I n- the morning of the eleventh we proceeded on to th,· 
Well:, and Well: by South; but on the twelfth did not move. 
This gave us an opportunity of endeavouring to a[certain 
the latitude by a meridian altitude, when we found the 
place to be in 63" 10' N~rth nearly. It proviilg rather 
cloudy about noon, ~hough cxlf,=ding £ne weather, I let 
the quadrant Il:and, m order to"'obram the latItude more 
eXa8.ly by two altitudes; but, to my great ,f1orti£cation, 
while I was eating my dinner, a fudden gull: of wind 
blew it down; and as the ground where it Il:ood was 

very 
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very /loney, the bubble, the fight-vane, and. vernier, were 
entirely broke to pieces, which ,rendered the infuument 
ufdefs. In confequence of this misfortune I refolved to 
return again to the ·Fort, though we were then in the la
titude of 63° 10 North, ap.d about 10: fO' Weft longi-
tude from Churchill River. ' . 

0' 
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C HAP,; UI. 

Tranfa.Cl:ions from the Time the ~adrant was b~oken) 
till I arrived atihe Factory. 

S~veral jlrongc Indiam joill us from tbe Nortb1fJord.-,(k8Jl plulldrrcd me 
of oil I bad; bUI did not plunder the SOll/hern, lIit/i.all.l.-My guide 
plundcred.-We kgin our rcturn io the FaE1o.r;.~Mt:C1 with O/iJff 

Indianl, who join our compan)·.-Colldl tker.:jlill.f for c/o/bing, but 
could not i" thtm drtJfod.-St1fir mucli ' hanljbip ftom the want of 
Itnll and warm clothing.-MojI of. the' ltldiafls Ica'!Jc uJ.-MecJ with 
MaJollabbu.-Some account of him, and his f cbaviour to me mid the 
SOlltherll Indians.-We remaiu in his compan)! fome lime.-lfis o~{t,,.va
tionlon my two ulifucctjijid at/emptl.-T¥e /ca'lJt !Jim, aud proceed 10 a 
pIau If) which he dird/cd UI, irl ort/,'r 10 malt jiJ()w:/hot.f Lmd j1edgu . 
-Join Matollohbte oJoin, alld procttd lowards Ibe Fofior), in his COIll

pan),.-Ammllnilioll rUH.! jborl.-JI,llieff and j IJllr JlldiaJ1S ./tt qff i'ofi fil' 
the. Faaory.-Much bewildrred ill a Inaw jlorm; 1.7J dog ' is Jro:z.:en 
10 .dcfllb j 'We lie in a buJb of willows.-Procetd on 0111' jOlfrnq.-Cr:~t 

difJicult) in crqfftng a jumble of roclu.-Ar.riv: al the Fr;rl. 

T HE day after I h~d t~e .misfortune to break the qu~-
drant, feveral IndIans Jomed me from the Northwa.rd, 

tome of whom · plundered me and my companions of 
alm.ol1: every ufeful article.we had, among which was my 
g~i;i' a~ notwithl1:anding we. were then on the point of 
rcit6r~iD~>;:i:o the Factory, yet, ~s otie.of my companions' 
guns waS 'a little out of order, the lofs was likely to, be 
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fe,'crdy felt; but it not being in my power to recover it 
again, we. were obliged to rell: con~entcd. 

Nothing can exceed the cool deliberation of thofe vil
lains; a committee of them entered my tent ". The 
ringleader f{'atcd himfdf on my left-hand. They hrll: 
begged me to lend thenl tity Ikipertogan t to fill a pipe of 
tobacco. After fmoking two or three pipes, they a/ked me 
for feveral articles which I had not, and among others for a 
pack of card.'; but on my anfwering that I had not any of the 
articles they mentioned, onC of them put his hand on my 
baggage, and a{ked if it was mine. Before I courd an [wer ill 
the alfirm~tivc, he and the rell: of his companions (fix in 
number) had all my treafure fprcad on the ground. One 
took one thing, and another another, till at lall: nothing 
was left but the empty bag, which they permi tt('d me to 
keep. At length, confidcring that, th cu~: h I was going to 
the FaCtory, I ilioulJ want a knife tv 'cut my viCtuals, an 
awl to mend my ilioes, and a needle to mend my other' 
clothing, they readtly gave me .thele articles, though not 
without making me underllan9. that I ought to look upon 

• This only confilt~d of three walking-nicks fruck into the:: ground, and a 
blanket thrown over them, 

.. Skipcrtogan is a fma}] bng thar contains a flint and fled. alfo a , pipe and 
tobacco) as wen as rouchwo~d) &c, for making a fire. So~e, 'Of theft.' bazs " 
may !x- called truly elegant j being richly ornamented wirh"' be:,ads,' porcupine
quills, morfe- hair~ '&c. a work ahv"ys pc:rformed" ~y t~e , ' wume'n;_ and tbey, 
.ar~) with much propriety J greatly Cikt:Dltd 'by "Il;lotl EurQpeAns for th.e nea.~ .. 
net's of dldr workmanfhip. " . 

it 
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it as a great favour. Finding them polfdTeJ of fo much 
generoGtx, I ventured to folicit them for my ~azors;' but 

• • 
tbinking that one would be fufficient to /have me ' during 
my palfage home, they made no ~uple to keep ~he 
other; luckily they chofe the \\'orl1:. To complete their 
geneJ'Ofity, they permitted me to take as much foap as I 
thought would be -fllfhcient ' to w~/h and /have me during 
the remainder of 'my journey to the FaCtory. 

" rhey were more cautious in plundering the Southern 
Ind'ians, as the relation of .fuch outrages being C01,,

mitred on them might oecaGon a war bet»Veen the t wo 
nations; blluhey had nothing of that kind to dread from 
the Engli/h. However, the' Northern Indians had ad
drcfs enough to talk my home-g~ard Indians out of 211 
they had: fo that "efore we left them, they were as clean 
fwept as my !elf, excepting their guns, fome ammunition, 
an old hatchet, an ice-chilfe1, and a file to /harren 
them: 

.It may .prC!lbahly; ,be thought ftrange that my guide, who 
was ,a Norther" Iridian, /houldper~it his countrymen to 
com~it 'fuch. : outrages on thofe under his charge; but 
being 'a map of litdenote, he was fo far from being able 
to ,{'Tored: US; that :he was obliged to fubmit to nearly. the 
fa~:~~~~a~ 'him[elf. ,, ' Ont,h.is . ~fi9n hi! all'umt:d a 
g~ 'lr ,of: g¢erpfity;;. ,butthei.fa,th WilS, he gave freely 
wh~t~ lt WAS Il'?t, ;in his 'p~ver"ri~te.Ct. ' 

. H ' Early 
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Early in the morning of the nineteenth; I fet out on my 
retu rn, in company with feveral Northern Indians, who 
were bo";nd to the' Factory with furrs and other commo
dities in trade. "£his morning the Indian who took my 
gun, returned it to me, it being of no ufe to him, having 
no ammunltlon. The;.. \vcatll~i for fame time proved hne, 
and deer were vcry plentiful; but as tne above ravagers 
had materially lightened my lood; by taking every thing 
hom me, except the qliadrant, books, &c. this part of 
my journey was the ealidl and mon pleafant of any I ,had 
experienced lince my leaving the Fort. In our way we 
frequently' met with other I ndians, fa that [earcdy a day 
paffed without our feeing f~veral fmokes made by other 

. {hangers. Many O(d1O[C we met joined our party, having 
furrs and other commodities for trade. 

The deer' s h~ir being now of a proper length for cloth
ing, it was necdfary, according to the cullom, to procure 
as many of their £kim, while in feafon, as would make a 
a [uit of warm clothing fO!' the Wimer : and as each 
grown perf on recfuires the prime par~" or froI? eight to 
deven of thofe !kins' (in :proportion to their lizel to make 
a ' complete fuit, it mnn naturally be · filp,pofe4wat 
this additi . .,n to my burden was very conlidmible:,' 'My 
load, howcvlir ctfiilberlOme and heavy, . w~syet vc:ry 'b.ear~ 
able; but,if:cr: 1h~ car'rjcd it fe~e~ ;~~eys,: it ' pr~yed 
of no fcrv~: ;. :, fot ~ ;'hI!.d I)C;lI),;~nY<WQmen 'pro~1y 
belcnging, io ' :(,ur ;COll1P:"iy'j ' ~®ue¥ty ' Iiad~o~,;~y 

p~ifon 
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perf on to drefs them; ' and fo uncivil were the other In-
• 

dians, that they would neith~r exchange them for others S,pt:mb<";: 

of an inferior quality already dreITed, nor permit thei~ , 
woryten to drefs them for us, under pretence that they 
were always employed in the like duty for themfclvesand 
famales, which was by no means the cafe; for many 
of them had fu~,cient time to hal'e done every little 
fervice of that kind that we could have required of them. 
The truth was, they were too well rnforme~ of my po-
verty to ' do any achof generofiry, as they w~ll knew I 
bad it not 'tben in my power to reward them, for their 

. iI '- " .. . ,,-, . ' . . 
trouble. I never f.~,v a: ' fetof people that poirclTed, fo 
little humanity, or that could view the diltreffCs of their 
fellow-creatures with fo little feeling and unconcern; fer 
though' they feem to have a great aifecu?n for their wi,'c, 
'!nd children, ' yet they will laugh at ' and ridicule the 
diftrefs of every other perfqn who , is ' not ,immediately re-
latedto them; " 

'T,his behav,iour qf}be India!], !]lade our lituation very 
difagreeable, 'if~r~~ .,th,." fall adv~nced, "we began to feel 
the coliI ,~W, , ~v~r*,rf, ror want of proper c1othing" We 
fulfered al(CJgfq.~W., frqm' theitwlemcncy of the \jcather, 
as we ; had: no . tel},~i to 'lbelt.;T ,: m. , My .,guide ,was cn
t,~~,;.¢xeml'tea~r~ aU. t,ho(~ i~?nv,eoie~ces, . having 
~,~~~t}, :good war!]) , ~lllt~?!,, ~!c?,~ht~l?; aJ;ld, as ooe of 
hlS~I!;, , \l>ld lo~g ,before JOllle,d?iI+; p~rty, he , was pro
vi'{e;:)"'rth , a tei1t, and c,'cry other neceITary eonfifient 

H 2 with 
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with their manner ot Irving: but the old tellow ' was fo 
far from ipterefling himfelf in our behalf, that he had, f<lr 
[orne time before, entirely withdrawn from otlr company'; 
and though he then continued 'to carry the greatell: part 
of our little remains of ammunitiori, yet he did not. con
tribute ill the finalleft degl'ee towards our Cupport. As deei, 
however, w~re iA.grelit plc;'ty, I fdt little or no inconve
nienct; from his 'neglect in this ref pea: . . 

• ; ,h. Provilions flill continued 'very plentiful; which was 
a fing~lar picce of good fortune, an~ the only circum
fiance which at this time cO,!ld contribute to our hap
pil}efs or fifety; . for notwithJtanqing the early fcafon 
of the y~r, the weather was remarkably bad and f(verely 
cold, at leaftit ap~eared fo ' to us, probably from " having 
no . kind of ikiri"dothing. In this forlorn flate we COI1-

tinu~ our ·coJile·to the SOutllEal1; and, to add to the 
gloominefs of OUf .fituation, mofi of th; Northerh Iri
dians who had .. . ~n. iI1;. 9urcomp~y . ~lr 't11e /irfi part 

20th. 

of th,:~ll,;,,')"~~~~:~d~\fpltie ~#S~~7Jj'eilP, .. a~ 'we cduld 
. A\J,fM~P.i!Mp 'l!'W,itpelll~or w:i/'t 9f f"(j'IY~a1:?~s. 

t.lre twentieth, we wete~16i,!if:d't~t>m 

W,~fh\'atd . by:a \talm01Us Leaatr, 
In 

CilIIecl1t1l\1;9/!tb,.1 .~; 'men
tioned . ili niJLjl1ltr.tJ~±ions . ; :wt.o.···· wirl 

gang, :\"i{S ; tt\\!~. J:~~~d;~ttrl!·I' 
fum, aluf ' ,. articles J :'t:ea~l~i;~:! 
youth, feuded fev~ral Fort;' 
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not only :a perfect maner of the Southern lndian~guage, 
but by b;illgIrequ';ntly Wilh the Company's fcrvants, had 
acquired , fcveral words oi Engliib, and was one of 'the 
m,<.;n who ,brought the lateO: accounts of the Coppennine 
~iyer; aI)d.it was on his information, added to that of 

:pn!!'~~PGtcl!;!~~~t;y, (who is fincc;dead,J that this expedi-
tion \Vas fet on foot. . 

Thccourteolls behaviollr of this O:ranger Ihuck me very 
fcnfibly. As fo~:!U as he .was acquainted with our diO:rcfs, 
he got fuch /killS' as we "had: with usdrelfcd for the South
ern Illdiani, a:ndfurni~d ~e wiih a good warm lu;t of 
otter and oth,~r ikins: but, as 'it was not ill his power to 
provide . us w.tfu . fnow-lhoes, ,being then Oil the " barren 
grou he , dired~-d ustb a little river which he knew, 
and " th"rc" was a fma!J range ,of woods, which, 
th')Uf~h ,:r·til(j-e )r 'the beft, " would, he faid,fllrniih us with 
telrip'Dr]lry_,fii<~:-v"-{' h:()(:$ anp l1edge's, that might materially 

dU,rfl"1!g the -remaining part of our ' journey. We 
\p.!nt k:v.oral ~,gl).t~_ , in:COinp~ywjrh this Leader, though 

aaYaJl~e,d i~ovvi,l!r:\j" s' · . -the Fort at the rate of ten or .twd,'c 
.~~~,:l ,is"" prq~ilion~ 'a,boti.!lde~, he made a grand 

" Sou~hqn Il)dianftile, where there was 
" , .". • . i.. : -'.' .'. . ' 

()figofQd , ¢;itili' g'~,,'qp.' \j • ,t4fw~ole concluded with fing-
Ali." 9~LIlci.\lg,,-:' ' aft!:T the " ',' . Indian flyle anJ 

d,t#'~lf~l;iieRtm~rJ~~,e-.gu:ard Indians bore 
~i~~:~I!I~le mcn of fome 

cori'fequeuce 
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confcqucncc when at home, and well known to' Matonab
bee: but . among the other Northern Indians, ;to whom 
they were not known, they were held in ·no eft imation; 
which indeed is not to be wondered at, when we' confider 
that the value of a man among thofe people, is always pro
portioned to his abilities· in hunting; and as my two 'In
dians had not exhibited any great talents that way, the 
Nl)rthern Indians Ihewed them as much re~led as they do 
in common to thofe of very moderate talents among them
[elves. 

During my conver[qtion with this Leader, he alkcd me 
very fe~iouily, If I would attempt another iourney for the 
pifcovery of the Copper-mines? And on my anfwcring in 
the affirmative, provided I could get better guides than I 
had hitherto been furnilhed with, he faid he would readily 
engage 'in that fervice, provided the Governor at the Fort 
would employ him. In anfwer to this, I a(furcd him his 
offer would be glad ly accepted; and as I had already ex
perienced everyhardlhip that was li~ely to accompany any 
future trial, I was determined to complete the difcovery, 
even at the rifque of life itfelf, Matonabbee alfured me, 
that by the accounts received from his own countrymen, 
the Southern Indians, and myfelfr it was v~ry probable I 
might not experience fo much hardlhip during ,th,ewhole .. \" . . 
journey, as Ihad ahady fdt,tbough . fC;l~lY)ldvanced 
O'le thi~? part of the journey ~ 
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. Heatt,ibuted all our misfortunes to the mifcondua of my 
guides, .and the very plan we purfued, by the delire of the 

,Governor, in not taking any women with us on this jour
ney; was,i· he {aid, the principal thing that occaliolled all 
0p.r.; w~nts : '. d;f o"T,.'f!id he, when all the men arc heavy 

. " ·.liideri,they .ean·nei"ther hunfnor travel to any conlidcr
" able diftanci, ;; " and in cafe they meet with fuccefs in 
." . hunting, who is to carry the produce of their labour? 
" Women; added he, w~re made for labour; one of 
" them can ·carry, or haul, as much as two men can do . 

. " 1 hey il'[0"l'itc1l our tents, make and mend our cloth
e< ing. keep. us wa, m at" night; and, in faa, there is 
" no klch thing as travelling any confidcr,\;,le d ilb ncc, 
" or for any length of time, in thi s coun try, wi tilcut 
" their affifiane{"," "Women, flid he agel in, though 
" they do every thing, arc maintained at a tri fl i"g (X

C< pence; for as they always ftand .cook, the wry lie! ::ng 
" of their. fingers in fcarce times, is fufli cicnt for their 
"fublifience," This, however odd it nuy appe:II", is "CI t 
too truc a defcril'tion of the ii tuation of women ill thi, 
country ·: . it 'is at lea:fi fo in' appearance; for the wemen 
always carry the provifiollS, and it is more than probable 
tliey help themfc!ves whm the men arc not prcfcnt. 

E~ly in'the morning of the twenty-th ird, I Bruck out 
.)f ,tlie rpad to the Ea~ward, with ' my two companions 
and two or three Northern" Indians, while Matonabbee and 
his J:rew ,c(lIlPl;llled thdr courfc to the FaCto,y, promi!ing 

to 
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to walk [0 flow that we might come up with them again; 
and in two days we arrived at the place to which we were 
direCted. We went to work immediately in milking [now~ 
f1lOe frames and fledges; but notwithltanpiJ)g our utmoft 
endeavours, we could not eomplete.-I;thern.' joIcfs than four 
days. On the firlt' of November \vi: agairt' :pfoceeded on 
our journey toward the Factory; and on the lixih, carrie up 
with lvL1tonabbee aud his gang: after which"'e prOceeded 
on together fevcral days; when I fourid my new acquaint
ance, on all occafions, the molt fociable, kind; and fenlible 
J ndi:lll 1 had ever met with. He was a man well known, 
and , as an Indian, of univerfal knowledge, ai,d gene
rally refpeCted. 

Deer proved pretty plentiful for fome time, but to my 
great [urprife, when I wanted to give MatOllabbee a little 
ammunition for his own ufe, I found that my guide, Con
reaquef", who had it all under his care, had [0 efnbezzlcd 
or othcrways expended it, that only ten bilJlsand about 
tlm'e pounds of powder remained;- fo tbt long , before 
we arrived at the Fort wc' were ohliged to cut up an 
icc-chilfcl into [quare lumps, as a: fubll:itute for ball. 
It is, however, rather dangerous filing lumps '.of iron 
out of fuch flight barrels as arc bro"¥~t , J;~ thi~ . part 
of the world for trade. . Thefe, th6ugli ' :'!ight and 
handy, and of courfc wclladapt~d forth/ ufcof b()th 
Engliili and Indians in longj<iiiinii:s, :ll&r '6f {uBidetti: 

" ,-" ~ ", ' . ' '" 
ftrt'ngth fcir leadeniliot or baU, ate' ~t ftroilg en'oug~ for 

"h" y.;~ 
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this kind of /hot; and fhong fowling-pie~es would not 
only be too heavy for the laborious ways of hunting in 
this country, 'but their bores being fo much larger, would 
require more than double the quantity of ammullitio[l that 
fmall ones do; which, to Indians at leaft, muft be an 
objeCt of no inconfiderable importance. 

I kept company with Matonabbee till the twcntieth, at 
which time the deer began to be [0 fcarce that hardly-- a 
fre/h track could be [een; and as we were then but a 
few days walk from the Fort, he advi[ed Ilk to procecd 
on with all fpeed, while he and his companions followed 
at Icifurc. Accordingly, on the twenty-firft, I fet out 
poft-hafte, accompanied by one of the home-guord 
(Southern) Tribe, and three Northern Indians. That night 
we lay on the South fide .of Egg River; but, long before 
day -break the next morning, the weather became fo bad, 
with a violent gale of wind ' from the Nmth Weft, and 
fuch' a drift ofJnow, that we could not have a bit of firc: 
and as no guod woods were near to afford us /helter, we 
agreed to proceed on our way; efpecially as the wind 
was on our backs" and though the weather was bad near 
the furfac£.)iie could frequently [ce the moon, and fomc
times the' ibv., " to di~eCt us in our cour[c. In this fitua

we continue<i"'alking the whole day, and it was n0t 
, t~n at night' tha.t we could fl,pd the !inallcft tuft 
, ' up'''ln; for though' we well knew we 

by feveral h\lmm~ckS of Ihrllbby woods 
that 
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d wt migh t have afforded us [oIlle fhe1ter, yet the wind 
ble\\' [0 hard, and the [now drifted [0 exceffive1y thick, that 
we could not fcc ten yards before us the whole day. Be
tween [even and eight in the evening my dog, a valuable 
brute, was frozen to death; [0 that his fledge, whieh was 
a very heavy one, I was. obliged to haul. • Between 'nine 
and ten at night we arrived at a [mall creek, on which we 
walked about thr~e quarters of a mile, when we came to a 

large tuft of tall willows, . and two or three [tts of old 
tent-poles. Being much jaded, we determined not to pro
ceed any far tl1er that night; [0 we went to work, and 
made the beft defence againft the weather that the litua
tion of the place and our materials would admit. OUf 

labour con lifted only in digging a hole in the [now, and 
fixing a few deer-Ikins up to windward of us: but the 
moll: difficult talk was tbat of 1l1aking a fire. When thi;; 
was once accomplifhed, the old tent-poles amply fupplied 
us with fewel. By the tirne we had finifhed this. bufine[s, 
the weather began to moderate, and the drift greatly to 
abate; fo that the moon and the Aurora Borealis /hone 
out with great [plendor, .~nd there. appeared every fymp
tom of the return of fine weather. After eating a plentiful 
[upper of venifon, therefore, of whiCh we had I ,l\ :filtticient 
fiock to laft us to the fort, we laid down, :.' . . ' a little 
fleep. The next day proving:nne and ::eleli1::~'1:h():ugll~~l(-
celli vel y iharp,we'1'roceeded .. .. , ' 
morning, and at night lay ' ' .... 
River. Wit lhouM have .· 11 ~ .. \4e;;.i~ 
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ney, had we not been greatly embarralfcd at felting out, 
by a jumble of rocks, which we could not avoid without 
going greatly out of our way. Here I muft obfervc, that 
we were more than fortunate in not attempting to leave 
the little creek where we had lixed our habitation the 

• 
preceding night, as the fpot where we lay was not more 
than two or three, miles diftant from this dangerous place; 
in which, had we fallen in with it in the night, we mull: 
unavoidably have been bewildered, if we had not all 
perifbed;' as notwithftandingthe advantage of a clear day, 
and having ufed every poffible precaution, it was with the 
utmoft difficulty that we crolfed".it without broken limbs. 
Indeed it would have been next to an impolftbility to 
have done it in the night. 

1770 . 

'-----' 
No\'cm1x:r. 

Tlfdtwenty-fourth and twenty-liftll proved line clear " ,},. 
weather; ' though. eXcclftvely cold ; ': lmd'lh :the afternoon of ,s,},. 
the l"tter, we ' arrived at Prince of. Wales's Fort, after 

. having been abfent eight months and tWenty-two days, 011 

a fruiclefs, or at leaf!: an unfuccefsful journey. 

CH A P. 
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C HAP. IV. 

TranC,&ions during out' Stay at Prince of Wales's Fort,and 
the former Part of out' t1;ird Expedition, till our Arrival 

at Clowey, where we built Canoes, in May J 77 I. 

PnparalionJ for our departurt.-R'tfiffi /0 /oh 011)' of !be IJ011lt'-guord 

/m/it1l1s with me.-B)I fo dving, I tffil1d the G07,lcrnor.-uave tbe Fort 
(1 third limt.-My i'!Ilrul1ions fJll Ibis lxpedit jrJfl.-Provijioll.I rd' all 
kinds vcr),florce.-Arrive at tbe woods, 'U,hl're 'U:t kil! jowe t/ar.-,Ar
,.j've at !flond Lalu.-Mato.nahbu lau" iji.-Spmc remarks Ih(r~oll.
.TfJinlbe remainder oftb~ 1I1did~t'1.~i!li!;tf·-Lcavc !JIlllld Lakc:- ·Dc
fi.-rip/iOll tbereof.-Dttr pftijtifli.~Med a jlrange ltldJ·an.~.A/ler our 
rQli~fi from Wifl North Wifl toWifi by SOlilh.-Cr# Calmaobachu;;., 
R iVCT ,.·CoJfi·d Lake, Snow-Bir:4 Lake, alld Pii-e Lale.-Arrive 111-,0 11.:111 

(j'jlrangerJ, who .ai:,l:~NlpIQYl:tf injizaring deer in a pou1ld.-l)ifcriptioll 
if tbe pound.-Metb;'jl!iJ'p;&cuding.-Remarks 1hereoll.~Proceed 011 

{Jur j otJrlley.-Meet with /roeratparties of illdiam.; hy 011( of. whom: 
l/cnt a ulter I f} ~.h!, Cpu.trnor at Prince of lValu'.l ·Fort • ...:.Ar~i'Ue at 
ThleweJaz.oJ,tlb.~Ernplo.Jm~/it thcrc.-Prpct,ed 10 the 'J!Qrlh Nortb 
JVcjl and N()rlh~r-.Arri'V~ .al Clowey.-O'!e of Ihe lnJia/l',./uliv{.r ta/wl 
in laboflr.-1u~r;k~ ~f~erlon.-C(f/lomr ",!¥roeJ .:bJ': ib;~N;~,:fhUn; 'In
dians . 011 thrfe odafrollS. 

~ ONmy 
t-:ovcmber Mat"hi(p\)e,,;;-'s 

'l8lh. of 
difficulties . ij.rid , Ilar(l{hllp$'~' 
my two unfuccefsful 



NORTHERN OCEAN. 

folicited on this occalion to undertake a third excurlion, 
that I willingly offered my fervice; which was readilyac
cepted, as my abilities and approvcd courage, in perfe
vering undcr difficulties, were thought noways infer~ to 
the talk .. 

I thcn deter!Ilined to engage Matonabbce to bc my 
guide; to whi~h he readily confented, and with a frecdom 
of fpecch and correctnefs of language not commonly met 
with among Indians, not only pointed out the reafons 
which had oCca11oned all our misfortunes in my two fonner 
attcmpts, but defcribed the plan he intended to purfue ; 
which at the fame time that it was highly fatisfactory [0 me, 
did .honour to his penetratioll alld judgment; ·as it pnved 
hin;\ to be a man of extenlive oblerl'ation with refpect to 
times, feafons, and places; and well ·qtialilicd to explain 
every thing that could contribute either to facilitate or rc
tarp the eafe or progrefs of travelling in thofc dreary parts 
of the wOl:ld. 

Havirig'-tngaged Matonabbee, therefore, as my guide, 
I began to· make preparations for our departurc; but Mr. 
Norton, the Governor, having been very fully occupied 
ill trading wit~a large body of Indians, it was the [c"enth 

· !i~p;:cemberbCfore I could obtain from him my difpatches. 
;:f?;~l~Y · not be improper to ,obferve, thut ~e again wan ted 
~~'fQ(,".e fome of the home-guard IndIans (who were 

his 

6J 
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his 011'11 rdations *) into our company, merely with. a view 
that they might engrofs all the credit of taking care of 

me 

• Mr. Norton was an Indian; he: was born at Prince of V\' ales's Fort, hue 
had been in England nine years, and confide ring the fmall fum which wa!l 

n:pcndcd in his education. had mad~ , forne progrefs in Ji terature. At his n:~ 
turn to Hud(on's Bay he entered into aU the abominable vices of his countrymen. 
H e kept for his own ufe five or fix of the findt Indian girls which he could 
Jcktr j and nouvitllftanding his O\1,'n uncommon propcufiry to the fair fex, 
took evrry meltns in his power to prevcm any European from having intu
l:ourfc with the \'lome'n of ·the country .. for which purpore he proceeded to 

the moll ridiculous Icngdl. To his own friends and coumry ht: wa!) fa panial, 
that lIe jC[ more value on, and ll1ewed more: refj){~d co onC' of their favourite 
dogs, rh:ln he eva did (0 his fidt officer. Among his miferablo: and ignorant 
countrymen he pa(fed for a proficient in phylic, and always kept a box of 
poifon, to admJ.'.lifier to thofe: who rdufed him their wives or daughters. 

Vlith all the"f/bad qualities, no man took m~re pains to inn;1catc virtu~J 
moralit}', and continence on others; always painting, in dle molt (Jdioll~ co
l OlJrs, the jealous and n:vengt":ful difpofirion of tht: Indians, wh cn any :\tit:!l1Pt 
Vias lIud.: to violate the chaftity of their wives or daughters. Lt:llurcs of this 
kind from a :nan of tftablifhtd virtuf'. migh t have had (ome dr~t:t; but when 
they came from one who wa!> known to live in open defiance.Df every l ~w, 
human :md divine, [li cy wa: always heard with indignation, ·and conlidered 
:l!> the hypocriti cal cant of a feifiOl debauchee, who wiIhcd ,to e·ngrofs every 
woman in the country to himfc·lf. 

I lis ap3.rtment!> were not only convenient but elegant, and always crowded 
wirh (~ vollrite Indians: at night he locked the doors, and puc-die. k('},s under 
! ! ,'~ pillow; fo that in [he morning his dining.rooill was generally, fi)r the want 
d · nccdfary (;onvenicncies, worfe than a hog. ftye. As he ad~anced irI:· ye~.r&. 
im. jealoufy incn:a[cd, and he aCtually poifoned twO of his warne" becauf-e he 
d!otlgh t rilt"m partial to other objects more fuitablc to th~.ir '·mes/ .. ~e 'vas a 
n~ )11 no:()r i {j~ls {muggIe.r; . but th()tl~h. he .p~t ~n~ ~h9ufj\~ld~·~o.:thc pock"ttJ 
u, die: Clp~,~ms, he fddcm·put a nulling J~to hiS o~n •. 

An 
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me during the journey: but I had found them of fo little 
uf~ in my two former attempts, that I abfolutely rcfufed 
them; and by fo doing, offended Mr. Norton to fuch a 
degree, that neither time nor abfence could ever after
wards eradicate his dil1ikc of me; fo that at my return he 
ufed every means in his pow,r to treat me ill, and to 
render my life unhappy. However, to de:).l with candour 
on this occaGon, it mull: be acknowledged to his honour, 
that whatever our private animoGties might hav~ been, 
he did not [ulfer them to interfere witli public buGnefs ; 
and I was fitted out' with ammunition, and every other 
article which Matonabbee thought could be wanted. I 
was alfo furnilhed, as before, with a final! alfortment 
of light trading goods, as prcfents to the far dill:ant 
Indians. 

At lail: I fucceeded in obtaining my inll:rudions, which 
were as follows: . 

-------- ---- _. 
An inflammation -in his bowels occafioned his death On the 29th of De

cember 177j; and though he diea in the rnoft excruciating pain. he .retained 
his jealoufy to the jaR: 'j for a few minutes before he expired, happening to fee 
an officer laying hold of the hand of one of his women who was funding by die 
fire, he bellowed out • . in as loud a voice as his lituation would admit, " God 

YUU' .'U' a b-h, jf lIivc I'll knock out your brains." A few minutes 
this elegant apofi.rophe, he: expired in thc greateft agonic! that 

bc conceived. 
-

declare to be the :real charaa..-""d roaMer .of life· of d,e late Mr. 
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" O~DERS ' ri;td INSTRUCTIONS for Mr. SAMUEL 

" I-hARNE, goi1lg on bis,third E.pedition to the 
" Nortb of Churchill River, ill quejl of a Nortl, 
" Wejl PaJJage, C?pper Mi1les, or a,:y otber thing 
" ,that may be fervieeable to the Britijb Nation in 
" general, or the I-Iudfon's Ba.v Company in par-

.. " tieular; if' tbe year 1770. ' 

" Mr. SAMUEL HEARNE, 

" SIR, 

" A~yOi'{have'offered your fervicc a third time to go 
" in featch of the Copper Mine River, &c.and as Ma
" ,tonabbee, a leading Indian, who has been at thofe 
" parts,' is willing to be your guide, we have accordingly 
" engaged him for that fervice; but having no other 
" inlhument on the 'fame conllrtlCtioil with the qua<kl.Ot 
" you had the misfortune' tO bre*; we have .furniil.led 
" you with an El~·. 'quadTant;' being tbe moll proper 
" infirumentwe ,~an how ' proCure. for making obferva
" tions on the oland> 
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,~ ue can.::ful to ouf.:rvc th l! b ritudc and longitude, ai ft.l 
" the courfe of the rin;;-, the J ep,h of the water, the 
" fltuation of the Copper Mines, &c. but your fira in
" firn L'lions, of November iixrh, one thoufand feven hun
" dml and fixty-nine, being fu ffi ciently full, we refer 
" y<>u to every par t thereof for the better regulation of 
" your cond,,,,t during this journey. 

" As Y0tl and your Indian companions arc fined ont 
" with el·cry tl{ing that we think is necelfary, (or at lear. 
" as many ~feful articles as the nature of trave.lling in 
" thofe p arts will admit of,) you arc hereby ddii-edtci 
" proceed on your journey as foon a~ poffible ;3nd your 
" prefent guide has promifcd ttl take. great care of you, 
" and · conduCt you out and home with all convenie;)t 
" fpeed. 

" I conclude with my beft willies for your health and 
" h:tppincfs, together with a fuccefsful journey, and a 
" quick return in fafety. Amen. 

l'C (Signed) MosEs NOR"TON, Governor. 

U Dated at Prince of 'Vales9s Fan, 
" 7th Decemb~, r 770.'.' 

On the ftventh of Deeember I fet out on iny third 
jci\imey ; and the weather; confidb-ing the feafon of the 
year, "Was for fome dayapteti;- mUd. : One of Matonab 
bee'" wTn:$ :bemg 'iH, occaftOried us to walk fo /low, that 

K it 
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it W ;tS the thirteenth before we arrived at Se31 River; at 
which timt: two men and their wi,'es left us, whofe loads, 
when added to thDfe of the remainder of my crew, mad ... 
a very material dilkrcnce, . efpccially as Matonabbec's wif,,' 
was 10 ill as to be obliged to be hauled on a fledge. 

Finding deer and all other game very fcarce, and not' 
knowing how long it might be before we could reach any 
place where' thlt.y were bn greatcr plenty, the Indian. 
walked as far each day as their loads and other circum
fiances would conveniently permit. On the '!ixtcmth, we 
arrived, at Egg River, where Matonabbee and the rdl of 
my crew had laid up fome provifions and other nccelt'!rie" 
when on their journey to the Fort. On going to the 
place wher.e they thought the provilions had been care
fully fecured from all kinds of wild beafis, they had the 
;nortifieation to find that fome of their countrymen, with 
whom the Governor had firfi traded and difparched {rom 

the Fort, had robbed the /lore of every article, as well as 
of fome of their mofi ufeful implements. This lofs wa" 
more fevrrely felt. as there' was a total want of every kind· 
of game; and the Indians, not expecting to meet with 
fo great a difappointment, had not u[ed that reconomy in 
the expenditure of the oatmeal and other provilions which 
they had reccived.at t,he: Fort~ as they probably would have 
done, had they. not relied !U:mlyon finding, a. fupply at 
this place. This difappointmetlt alld laCs was qarne by.the. 
lrulians, with . the greateR fQrtitude; ,and 1 did Ilot he.at. 

one 
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one of them breathe the leail hint of revenge in ea[~ they 
fhould ever difcover the offenders: the only drea it had 
on them was, that of making them put the ben foot fore
moil. This was thought fo necelrary, that for fome time 
we walked every day from morning till night. The days, 
however, being [hort, our /ledges heavy, and fome of the 
road very bad, our progrefs fddom exceeded fixteen or 
eighteen miles a day, and fomc days we did not travel fo 
much. 

On the eighteenth, as we were continuing our courfe 
to the North Wen, up a fmall creek that empties itfelf 
into Egg River, we faw the tracks of many deer which 
had crolred that part a few days before; at that time there 
was not a frefh track to be feen: [orne of the Indians, 
however, who had lately paired that way, had killed 
more than they had occafion for, fo that feveral joints of 
good, meat were found in their old tent-places; which, 
though only fufficient for one good meal, were very ac
ceptable, as we had been in exceeding nraitened circum
fiances for many days. 

On the nineteenth, we purfued our courfe in the 
North Wen quarter; and, after leaving the above-men
tioned creek, traverfed nothing but entire barren ground, 
with empty bellies, till the twenty-feventh; for though 
we arrived at [orne woods on the twenty-fixth, and /aw 
a few deer, four of which the Indians killed, they were 

K 2 at 
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at [0 great a dilbnce from thepbce on which we lay, that 
'it was the twenty-feventh before the meat was brollght 
to 'the tents. Here the Indians propo[n! to continue onc 
day, . \lIlder ' pretence of repairing their fledges and [,10W 

fhocs; but from the little attention they paid to thof" 
repairs, I was led to think that the want of food w:is the 
chief thing that detained them, as they never cea[cd 
bting the whole day . Indeed for many days beforc we 
had been in great want, and for the Iall: three days had 
not tall:ed a mor[el of any thing, except a pipe of tobacc" 
and a drink of fnow water; and as we walked daily [rom 
morning till night, and were ail heavy laden, our Ihength 
begttn to fail. I mull confefs that I never fpent fa dull a 
Chrillmas.; ·and when I recolleCted the merry fea[on whid; 
was· then pailing, and refleded '!.':l- the immenfe quantities, 
and great variety of delicacies which were then expend
ing in every pint of Chriftenrlom, and that with" pro
fuu<ln bordering on waile, I could not refrain from wilhing 
myfelf aga'nin Eur~, jf it had been only to have had ari 
ol'l,ort1Jnity of alleviating the extreme hunger which I 
fuffered with the refufe of the table· of anyone of my 
acquaintance. My Indians, however, {!il! kept in good 
fpirits; and as we were then acrofs all the barren ground, 
and faw a few frefh tracks of deer, they began to thinl( 
that the worn of the road was over for mat winter, and 
Hattered . me with the cipeebtion of foon meeting with 
deer and ot~game in greater pleutyrllan We had done 
fince our depal"t'Ure JToin. the' -Fort. 

Early 
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Early ill the morning of the twenty-eighth" we again 
fet out, and directed our courfe to the W ~/l:w",d, through 
thick fhrubby woods, conli/l:ing chiefly of ill-ihaped 
ftunted pines, with linall dwarf junipers, intermixed here 
and there, particularly ,found the margins of ponds and 
fwarllps, with dwarf willow bufhes; and among the rocks 
~nd fides ai the hills were alfo fame fmall poplars. 

On the thirtieth, we arrived at the Eafl: fide of Illand 
Lake,,'-where the Indians killed two large buck d~er; but 
the rutting fcafon was fo lately over, that their flefh wa. 
only eatable by thofe who could not procure better food. 
In the evening, Matonabbee was taken ,'ery ill; and from the 
natu re of his complaint, I judged his ilIne[s to have pro
ceedcdfrom the enormous quantity qf meat that he had 
eat on the twcllty,fcventh, as he had been indifpofed ever 
lincc that time. Nothing is marc common with thofe 
India~lS, after they have eat as much at a fitting as would 
!ervc fix moderate men, than to find thcmflolvcs out of 
order; but not one of them can IX:<lf to hear that it i. the 
eflect of cating too much: in defence of which they fay, 
that the meanell: of the animal creation knows when 
hunger is fatistied, and will leave ofF accordingly, This, 
however, is a falfe alfertion, advanced knowingly in fll p
port of an abfurd argument; for it , is well known by them, 
as wdl as:\y the Southem,Indians, ,that the black.bear, 
who, for £* .and the delicacy Of It'S flclli, trn,'y Juflly 
be called a refpedable animru. is fo £1f from knmving 

when 
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when its hunger is fatisfied, that, in the Summer, whe1l 
the berries are ripe, it will gorge to fuch a degree, that it 
frequently, and even daily, vomits up great quantities of 
aew-fwallowed fruit, before it has undergone any change 
in the ftomach, and immediately renews its repaA: with as 
much eagernefs as before. 

Notwithftanding the Northern Indians are at times fo 
voracious, yet they bear hunger wi.th a degree of fortitude 
which, .as Mr. Ellis jufily obferves of the Southern Indians, 
" is much eaGer to admire, than to imitate." I have 
more than once feen the Northern Indians, at the end of 
three or four days fafting, as merry and jocofe on the fub
jed, as if they had voluntarily impofed it on themfelves ; 
and would alk each other in the plaineft terms, and in the 
merrieA: mood, If they had any jnclination for an intrigue 
with a 4l:range woman? I muft acknowledge that examples 
of this kind were of infinite fcrvice to me, as they tended 
to keep up my fpirits on thofe occations, with a degree of 
fortitude that wonld have been impoffible for me to have 
done had the Indians behaved in a contrary manner, and 
cxpre/red any apprehention of ftarving. 

3,n. Early in the morning of the thirty-firft, we con-
tinued our journey, and walked about fourteen miles 
to the Weftward on Hland Lake, where 1\'C;: iixed our 
rdidence; btlt Matonabbec was at this ti~ro ill as to 
be obliged to be hauled on a fledge the whole day. The 

DCXt 
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next morning, however, he fo far recovered as to be ca
pable of walking; when we proceeded on to tbe Well: 
and Well: by North, about fixtcen miles farther on the' 
lame Lake,. till we arrived at two tents, which con · 
taine~ the remainder of the wives and families of my 
guides, who had been waiting there for the return of their 
hulbands from the Fort. Here we found only two men, 
though there were upward of twenty women and child
ren; and as thofe two men had n.o gun or ammunition, 
t1ley had no other method of fupporting themfelves and the 
women, but by catching liih, and fnaring a few rabbit. : 
the latter were {caree, but the former were ealily caught in. 
confiderable numbers either with ncts or hooks. The. 
fpecics of liih g;cncl'ally caught in the nets are tittcmeg,. 
pike, and barble; and the only fort s caught with hooks 
are trout, pike, burbut, and a fmall liih, erroneoufly 
.lIed by the Englifh tench: the Southern Indians call it 
the tquthed tittemcg, and the Northern Indians call it 
Jaint eah.. They are delicate eating; being nearly as firm 
as a perch, and generally very fat. They feldom exceed 
a foot in kngth, 3a\d in ihape much refemble a gurnard,. 
except that of having a very long broad fin on the back, 
ljke a perch, but this fin js not armed with {mUlar 
[pikes. The. [cales are large. and of a footy brown. 
They are generally moll: ell:eemed when broiled or roalled 
with the fcaks 011, of coude the Ikin is not eaten. 

As 
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3d, 

A JOURNEY ' TO Tllf. 

As the Captain [Matonabbee] and one ma.1l were ind if
pored, we did not mm-e on the fecond of Jamtary; hut 

'early in the morning of the third fet out, and wi lked 
about Ceven mile. to the North Wcfiward, five of ",I.ich 
wetc on the above mentioned Lake; when the Inpialll, 
having killed two deer, we put "l' for the night, 

I1hncl Lake (ncar the cenier) is in lati tude 6':>' 45' 
North, and 102' 25' ~Tefi longitude, from London; and 
is, at the port we croiled, abou t thirty-five mi les wiele: 
but from the North Eafi to the South Well: it is much 
larger, and entirely full of iilands, fo near to each other 
as to make' the whole Lake refemble a jumble of ferpentine 
rivers and creeks; and it is cdebrated by the natives as 
abounding with great plenty of fine fifh during the begin
ning of the 'Winter: ' At different parts of this Lake mofi 
part of the wil'es and families of thofe Northern India. 
who vilit Prince of Wales'. Fort in Odober and Nc;vem
ber generally relide, and wait for their return; as there j; , 
little fear of their being in want of provilions, even with
out the aflifiancc of a gun and ammunition, ",hleh is a 
point of real corifequence to them. The Lake is 'plenti
fully fttpplied with water from {everal {mall rivulets and 
creeks ",hich : rim into it at the South Weft tile; and it 
empties itfelf by 'means of other fmall civers wliieh"run 
to the North E:tfl, the principal of which is' Nemace-a- ' 
feepce-a-fi/h, or Little -Filh Jl,iver, Many of the i1lands, 
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NOR T II ERN 0 C E A 1\:. 

:IS wdl as the main land round this L:tie", abound will, 
dwarf woods, chiefly pines ; but in [ome parts intermixed 
with larch and [mall birch trees. The land, like all th.e 
rell: which lies to the North of Seal Ri\'cr, is hilly, and full 
of rocks; and though none of the hill s arc high, yet as 
fe~ of the woods grow on their [ummits, they in general 
(hew their filOWY heads far abo\'c the woods which brow 
in the vallies, or thofe which arc fcattered about their li dos. 

After leaving Ifland Lake, we continued our old eourfe 
between the Well: and North Well:, alld tra\,el led at the 
eafy rate of eight or nine miles a day. Provilions of all 
kinds were fearee till the lixtecnth, \\·hen the Indians 
killed twelve deer. This induced us to put up, thoug'l 
early in the day; and finding great plenty of deer in the 
neighbourhood of our little encampment, it was agreed 
by all parties to remain a few days, in order to dry and 
pOl1Pd fome meat to make it lighter for carriagp. 
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Having, by the twenty-fccond, provided a fu/ti cicnt ",.I. 

flock of provifion, properly prepared, to carry wi th lIS, and 
repaired our fledges and filOW-{hoes, we again purfued our 
eOUlIe in the North Well quarter; and in the aft{'fnoon 
fpoke with a flranger, an Indian, who had one of M"to~ 
nabbee'swives under his care. Hedid not remain in ollrcom-
pany above an hour, as he only fmoked part of a few pipes 
with his friends, and returned to his tent, which could not 
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