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otherwifc the Governor would have faluted me at my
departure, as before; but as thofe honours could not
poflibly be of any fervice to my expedition, I rcadily
relinquifhed every thing of the kind; and in lieu of
it, the Governor, officers, and people, infilted on gmng
me three cheers.

After leaving the Fa&ory, we continued our courfe in
much the fame dire¢tion as in my former journey, till
we arrived at Seal Kiver ; when, inftead of crofling it, and
walking on the barren grounds as before, we followed the
courfe of the river, except in two particular places, wherce
the bends tended fo much to the South, that by croffing
two necks of land not more than five or {ix miles wide,
we faved the walking of near tWenty miles each time, and
ftill came to the main river again.

The weather had been fo remarkably boifterous and
changeable, that we were, fraqucnt]y obliged to continue
two or three mghts in the-fge place. To make up for
this inconveniency, deer were {o plentiful for the ﬁrf’t
cight or ten days, that the Indians killed as many as was
neceflary 5 but we were all {o heavy laden that we could
not poflibly take much of the meat witi-ns, This I foon
perccived to be a great evil, which expofed us to fuch fre-
quent inconveniences, that in cafe of not killing any thing
for three or four days together, wEmer in.great want of pro-
vifions ; we faldom, howavcr, wcﬂ‘fw béd cnmely fupperlefs
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NORTHERN OCEAN

till the eighth of March ; when though we had only walked
about cight miles that morning, and cxpended all the
remainder of the day in hunting, we could not pro.
duce a fingle thing at night, not even a partridge! nor
had we difcerncd the track of any thing that day, which
was likcly to afford us hopgs of better fuccefs in the
morning. This being the cafe, we prepared fome hooks
and lines ready to angle for fifh, as our tent was then by
the fide of = lake belonging to Seal River, which feemed
by its fituation to afford fome profpe& of fuccefs.

Early in the morning we took down our tent, and
moved about five miles to the Weit by South, to a part
of the lake that fecmed more commodious for fifhing
than that where we had been the night before. As
foon as we arrived at this place, fome were immediately
employed cutting holes in the ice, while others pitched
the tent, got firewood, &c.; after which, for it was
early in the morning, thofe who pitched the tent went
‘a hunting, and at nightiome of them returned with
a porcupine, while thofe who wére angling caught feveral
fine trout, whicly afforded us a plentiful fupper, and we
had fome trifle. lgft for breakfaft,

Angling fer: fith under tl;‘_éz;'jicéf in winter requires no
other procefs, than cutting round holes in the ice from
one to two feet diamcter, and 1ettmtr down a baited
~hook, which is always kept in motion, not only to
prevent
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prevent the water from ficezing fo foom as it would do
if fuffered to remain quite fill, but becaufe it is found
at the fame time to be a great means of alluring the fith
to the hole; for it is always obferved that the fith in
thofe parts will take a bait which is in motion, much

{ooner than one that is at reft.

Early in the morning we again purfued our angling,
and all the forenoon being expended without any fuccefs,
we took down our tent and pitched it again about eight
miles farther to the Weftward, on the fame lake, where
we cut morc holes in the ice for angling, and that
night caught feveral fine pike. The next day we moved
about five miles to the South Weft, down a fmall river,
where wg pitched our tent; and having fet four fithing
nets, in the courfe of the day we caught many fine fi(h,
particularly pike, trout, tittymeg, and a coarfe kind of
fith known in Hudfon’s Bay by the name of Methy*

To fet a net under the ice, it is firft neceflary ta
afcertain its exaé length, by ftretching it out upon the
ice near the part propofed for fetting it. This being
done, a number of round holes are cit in theice, at ten
or twelve feet diftance fmm each other,la,nd as many in
number as will be fuﬁ&ém to ftrérch the ngf: at its full
length. A line is ‘then paffed under the ice. by means.

* The Methy are generally caught with & hisok’s ‘shd thedefk time far that
dpart is in the night; and if the night be dadk, the better. _
. DEmE: o>,
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of a long light pole, which is firft introduced at one of
the end holes, and, by means of two forked fticks, this
pole is eaﬁly condudted, or paﬁ'ed from one hole to another,
urlMér ‘the ice, till it arrives at the laft. The pole is
then taken out, and both ends of the line being properly
{ccured, is always ready for ufe. The net is made faft
to one end of the line by one perfon, and hauled under
the ice by.a fecond; a large ftone is tied to each of the
lower corners, which ferves to keep the nct expanded, and
prevents it rifing from the bottom with every waft
of the current. The Europeans fettled in Hudfon’s
Bay proceed much in the fame manner, though they in
general fake much more pains; but the above method
is found quite fufficient by the Indians.

In order to fearch a net thus fet, the two end holes
only are opened ; the line is veered away by one perfon,
and the net hauled from under the ice by another; after
all the fith are taken out, the net is eafily hauled back to

its former ftation, and there fecured as before.

As this place f emed likely to aﬁ'ord us a conftant
fupply of fith, my)guide pmpofed to ftay here till the
geefe began po—fly, which in thofe Northern parts is
feldom befo the middle of Ma His reafons for fo
domg feemed well founded : The weather, he faid,
“ is at this time too cold to walk on the barren

“ goupds, and the woods from this part lead fo much
: D $ to
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« to the Weltward, that were we to continue travelling
in any tolerable fhelter, our courfe would not be
¢ better than Weft South Weft, which would only be
¢ ooing out of our way ; whereas, if we fhould refffain
here till the weather permit us to walk due North,
over the barren grounds, we fhall then in one month
¢ get farther advanced on our journey, than if we
¢ were to continue travelling all the remainder of the
¢ winter in the fweep of the woods.”

"~
-

¢

"~

-

Thefe reafons appeared to me very judicious, and as the
plan feemed likely to be attended with little trouble, it
met with my entire approbation.. That being the cafe,
we took additional pains in building our tent, and made
it as commodious as the materials and fituation would

admit.

To pitch an Indian’s tent in winter, it is firft feceflary
to fearch fora level piece of dry ground ; whi¢h cannot
be afcertained but by ﬂmﬂhng a ‘ftick through the fnow
down to the. ground all over the propofed part. When
a convenient fpot ‘is found, the fnow i 1; then cleared away
in a circular form to the very mofs ; \ind when it is pro-
pofed to remain miore-than a night or two'iti ¥ne place, the
mofs is alfo cut 4p and removed, as it is very:table when
dry to take fire, and occafion mah trouble to the inha-
bitants, A ﬁmmynf poles are tien procéred, which are

-6
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fize of the tent cloth, and the number of perfons it is in-
tended to contain. If one of the poles fhould not happen
to be forked, two of them are tied together near the top,
then raifed ere@, and their buts or lower ends extended
as wide ‘as the propofed diameter of the tent; the other
poles are then fet round at equal diftances fiom each
other, and in fuch order, that their lower ends form a
complete ¢ircle, which gives boundaries to the tent on
all fides: the tent cloth is then faftened to a light pole,
which is always raifed up and put round the poles from
the weather fide, fo that the two edges that lap over and
form the door are always to the leeward. It muft be
underftood that this method is only in ufe when the
Indians are moving from place to place every day; for
when they intend to continue any time in one place, they
always make the door of their tent to face the South.

The tent cloth is ufually of thin Maofe leather, dreffed
and ‘'made by the Indians, and in fhape it nearly refembles
a fan-mount inverted ; fo- that when the largeft curve

inclofes the bottom of the poles, the fmaller one is
always fufficient to,cover the top; except 3 hole, which

1s deﬁgned.ly left Qpen to ferve thc doub]c purpofe of
chimney and windcw.

The fire is always made on the ground ig the center,
and the remainder of the Hoor, or bottom of the tent, is
covered all over with fmall branchcs of the pine trec,

which
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which ferve both for feats and beds. A quantity of
pine tops and branches are laid round the bottom of
the poles on the outfide, over which the eves of the
tent is ftaked down ; a quantity of fnow is then packed
over all, which excludes great part of the external air,
and contributes greatly to the warmth within. The
tent here defcribed is.fuch as is made ufe of by the
Southern Indians, and the fame with which I was fur-
nifhed at the Fa&ory ; for that made ufe of by the North-
ern Indians is made of different materials, and is of a
quite different fhape, as fhall be defcribed hereafter.

The fituation of our tent at this time was truly plea-
fant, particularly for a {pring refidence ; being on a fmall
elevated point, which commanded an cxtenfive profpe@
over a large lake, the fhores of which abounded with
wood of different kinds, fuch as pine, larch, birch, and
poplar; and in many places was beautifully contrafted
with a variety of high hills, that {hewed their fhowy
fummits above the talleft woods. About two hundred
yards from the tent was a fall, or rapid, which the
fwiftnefs of the current prevents freezing in the
coldeft winters. ~At: the bottom of this fall, which
empties itfelf into the: above lake, wasa_fine fheet of
open water mear a mile in length, and at Yeaft half a
mile in breadth; by the margin of which we had cur
fithing nets fet, ail.in open view from the tent.

The
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The remaining part of this month paflfed on without
any interruption, or material occurrence, to difturb our
repofe, worth relating; our fithing nets provided us
with daily food, and the Indians had too much phile-
fophy about them to give themfelves much additional
trouble ; for during the whole time not one of them
offered to look for a partridge, or any thing elfe which
could yield a change of diet.

As the time may now be fuppofed to have lain heavy
on my hands, it may not be improper to inform the
reader how I employed it. . In the firft place, I em-
braced every favourable opportunity of obferving the
latitude of the place, the mean of which was §8° 46’
30” North; and the longitude by account was §° 57’
Weft, from Prince of Wales’s Fort. I then corrected
my reckoning from my laft obfervation; brought up
my journal, and filled up my:ichart, to the place of our
refidence. I built alfo fome traps, and caught a few
martins; and by way of faving my ammunition, fet fome
fnares for partridges.” The former-is performed by means
of a few logs, fo atranged that when the martin attempts
to take away the c::: laid for him, he with very little
ftruggle pulls down a fmall poft that fupports the whole
weight of thegrap; when, if the animal be not killed
by the weight of the logs, he.is confined till he be
frozen to death, or killed by the hunter going his
rounds,

Teo
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To fnare partridges requires no other procefs than
making a few little hedges acrofs a creek, or a few fhort
hedges projecting at right angles from the fide of an ifland
of willows, which thofe birds are found to frequent.
Several openings muft be left in each hedge, to admit the
birds to pafs through, and in each of them a fnare mift
be fet; fo that when the partridges are hopping along the
edge of the willows to feed, which is their ufual cuftom,
fome of them foon get into the fnares, where they are
confined till they are taken out. I have caught from
three to ten partridges in a day by this fimple contri-
vance ; which requires no farther attendance than going
round them night and merning.

I have already obferved that nothing material happened
to difturb our repofe till the firft of April, when to our
great furprife the fithing nets did not afford us a fingle
fith. Though -fome of the preceding days had been
pretty fuccefsful, yet my companions, like true Indians,
feldom went to fleep ¢ill they had cleared the tent of
cvery article of provifion. As nothing was to be caught
in the nets, we all went out to angle ; but in this we
were equally unfuccefsful, as we could not procure one
fifh the whole day. . This fudden change of circumftances
alarmed onc of my companions fo much,that he began
to think of refuming the ufe of his gun, after having
laid it by for near a month.

| Early
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Early in the morning we arofe ; when my guide Con-
ne-e-quefe went a hunting, and the reft attended the nets
and hooks near home ; but all with fuch bad fuccefs, that
we could not procure enough in one day to ferve two men
for a fupper. This, inftead of awakening the reft of
my companions, fent them to, fleep; and fecarcely any
of them had the prudence to look at the fithing nets,
though they were not more than two or three hundred
yards from the tent door.

My guide, who was a fteady man, and an exccllent
hunter, having for many years been accuftomed to pro-
vide for a large family, feemed by far the moft in-
duftrious of all my crew; he clofely purfued his hunt-
ing for feveral days, and feldom returned to the tent till
after dark, while thofe at the tent paffed moft of their
time in {moking and {leeping.

Several days pafled without any figns of relief, till
the roth, when my guide continued out longer than ordi-
nary, which made us conje@ure that he had met with
ftrangers, or {feen f sme deer, or other game, which occa-
fioned his delay. “We all therefore- lay down to {leep,
having had but little refrefhment for the three preceding
days, except,a pipe of tobacca and a draught of water;
even partridges had become fo . fearce that not one was
to be got; the heavy thaws had. driven.them all out
towards the barren grounds. About midnight, to our

great
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great joy, ouf hunter arrived, and brought with him
the blood and fragments of two deer that he had
killed. This unexpected fuccefs foon roufed the fleepers,
who, in an inftant, were bufily employed in cooking a
large kettle of broth, made with the blood, and fome fat
and fcraps of meat fhred fmall, boiled in it. This might
be reckoned a dainty dith at any time, but was more
particularly fo in our prefent almoft famifhed condition.

After partaking of this refrefhment, we refumed our
reft, and early in the morning fet out in a body for the
place where the deer were lying. As we intended to
make our ftay but fhort, we left our tent ftanding, con-
taining all our baggage. On our arrival at the place
of deftination, fome were immediately employed in mak-
ing a hut or barrocado with young pine trees; while
one man fkinned the deer, the remainder went a hunting,

and in the afternoon returned to the hut, after having
killed two deer.

Several days were .now fpent in feafting and glut-
tony ; during which the Indians' killed five more deer
and three fine beavers; finding at {aft, however, that
there was little profpe& of procuring either more decr
or beavers, we determined to return to oug tent, with
the remains of what we had already obtained. "

The fleth of thefe deer, though none of the largeft,
might with frugality have ferved our fmall number, (being

only ‘
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only fix) for fome time; but my companions, like other
Indians, feafted day and night while it lafted; and were
{o indolent and unthinking, as not to attend properly to the
fithing-nets ; {o that many fine fith, which had been en-
tangled in the nets, were entirely {poiled, and in about
twelve or fourteen days we wert nearly in as great diftrefs
for provifions as ever.

During the courfe of our long inactivity, Suw-fop-o-

kifthac, commonly called Soflop, my principal Southern
" Indian, as he was cutting fome birch for {poons, dithes,
and other neceflary houfehold furniture, had the misfortune
to cut his leg in fuch a manner as to be incapable of walk-
ing; and the other Southern Indian, though a much
younger man, was fo indolent as not to be of any fervice
to me, except hauling part of our luggage, and eating up
part of the provifions which had been provided by the
more induftrious part of my companions.

On the twenty-fourth, carly in the day, a great body
of Indians was feen to the South Weft, on the large lake
by the fide of which our tent ftood. On their arrival at
our tent we difcovered them to be the wives and families
of the Northern Indian goofe-hunters, who were gone to
Prince of Wales's Fort to attend the feafon.” They were
bound teward the bairen ground, there to wait the re-
turn of their hufbands and relations from the Fort, after

the termination of the goofe-feafon.
My
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My guide Laving for fome days paft determined to
move toward the barren ground, this morning we took
down our tent, packed up our luggage, and proceeded
to the Eaftward in the fame track we came; but Soffop
being fo lame as to be obliged to be hauled on a fledge,
I eafily prevailed on two'of the Indians who had joined
us on the 24th, and who were purfuing the fame road,
to perform this fervice for him.

After two days good walking in our old track, we ar-
rived at a part of Seal River called She-than-nee, where
we pitched our tent and fet both our fithing-nets, intend-
ing to flay there till the geefe began to fly. Though we
had feen feveral fwans and fome geefe flying to the North-
ward, it was the thirteenth of May before we could
procurc any. On that day the Indians killed two fwans
and three geefe. This in fome mceafure alleviated our
diftrefs, which at that time was very great; having had
no other fubfiftence for five or fix days, than a few cran-
berrics; that we gathcrcd from’the dry ridges where the
fnow was thawed away in fpots; for though we fet our
fithing-nects in the beft judged. places, ‘and angled at. every
part that was hkcly to afford fucccﬁs we %oaly caught
three {mall+ Aifh: ﬁunhg the whole tin%cn Many of the
Northern Indiam, who had joined us othhc 24th of
April, remained in’ our company for fome time; and
though I'well knew they -had ‘had -4 plentifal winter,
and had theh good ftosks éf’ldnc‘d meéat by them,? aﬁd

‘were



NORTHERN OCEAN.

were alfo acquainted with our diftrefs, they never gave
me or my Southern companions the leaft fupply, although
they had in fecret. amply provided for our Northern
guides.

By the ninctcenth, the gecfey fwans, ducks, gulls, and
other birds of paflage, were {o plentiful, that we kill led every
day as many as were {ufficient for our fupport 5 and haviug
ftopped a few days to rccruit our fpirits after fo long 2
faft, on the twenty-third we began once more to proceed
toward the barren ground. Soffop having now perfedtly
recovered from his late misfortune, every thing feemed to

have a favourable appearance; cfpecially as my crew had |

been augmented to twelve perfons, by the addition of one
of my guide’s wives, and five others, whom I had engaged
to aflift in carrying our luggage ; and I well kncw from
the feafon of the year, that lmuhuv‘ would focn be at an
end for the fummer.

The thaws having been by this time {o great as to rer-
der travelling # the woods almoft tmpraéhcabli,, we con-
tinued our courfe to the Eaft on Szal River, about fixteen
miles farther, when we came to a {mall river, and a
ftring of.lakes conne@ed with it,- that tended to the
Nerth.

Thc-__wcat-hcr’ for fome time was remarkably fine Iand
‘pleafdnt,’. Game of all kinds was exceedingly plentitul,
E 2 and
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and we continued our courfe to the Northward on the
above river and lakes till the firft of June, when we ar-
rived at a place called Beralzone.  In our way thither,
befide killing more geefe than was neceflary, we fhot
two deer. One of my companions had now the misfor-
tune to fhatter his hand very much by the burfting of a
gun ; but as no bones were broken, I bound up the
wound, and with the affiftance of fome of Turlington’s
drops, yellow bafilicon, &c. which I had with me, foon
reftored the ufe of his hand ; fo that in a very fhort time
he feemed to be out of all danger.

After ftopping a few days at Beralzone, to dry a little
venifon and a few geefe, we again proceeded to the North-
ward on the barren ground ; for on our leaving this place
we foon got clear of all the woods.

The {now was by this time fo foft as to render walking
in fnow-{hoes very laborious ; and though the ground was
bare in many places, yet at‘*tunes, and in agrtmular places,
the {fnow-drifts were {fo deep, that we ed¥ld not poflibly
do without them. = By the ﬁxth ‘however, the thaws were.
fo general, and the fnows fo much melted, that as our.
{now-fhoes were agrended: with mare trouble than fervice,
we all confented to throw them away, Till-the tenth,
our {ledges proved ferviceable, particularly in croffing lakes
and ponds on. the ice; but that modewf travelling now

growing dangerous on account ‘of the W thaws, ‘we.
determined
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determined to throw away our fledges, and every one to take
a load on his back. -

This 1 found to be much harder work than the winter
carriage, as my part of the luggage confifted of the fol-
lowing articles, viz. the quadrant and its ftand, a trunk
containing books, papers, &c. a land-compafs, and a large
bag containing all my wearing apparel ; alfo a hatcher,
knives, files, &c. -befide {everal {mall articles, intended
for prefents to the natives. The aukwardnefs of my load,
added to its great weight, which was upward of ﬁxty
pounds, and the exceffive heat of the weather, rendered
walking the moft laborious tafk I had ever encountered ;
and what confiderably increafed the hardfhip, was the bad-
nefs of the road, and the coarfenefs of our lodging, being, on
account of the want of proper tents, expofed to the utmoft
feverity of the weather. The tent we had with us was not
only, too large, and unfit for barren ground fervice, where
no poles were to be got, but we had been obliged to cut
it up for fhoes, and each perfon carried his own fhare.
Indecd my guide behaved both negligently and ungene-
roufly on this occafion; as he never made me, or my
Southern Indians, acquainted with the nature of pitching
tents on the barren ground; which had he done, we
could eafily have procured a fet of poles before we left the
woods. He took care, hawever, to procure a fet for him-
fif and his wife; and when the tent was divided, though
he made fhift to get a piece large enough to ferve him for

a com-
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a complete little tent, he never afked me or my Southern
Indians to put our heads into it.

Befide the inconvenience of being expofed to the open
air, night and day, in all weathers, we experienced real
diftrefs from the want of vituals. When provifions were
procured, it often happened that we could not make a
fire, {o that we were obliged to eat the meat quite raw ;
which at firft, in the article of fifh particularly, was as
little relithed by my Southern companions as myfclf.

Notwithftanding thefe accumulated and complicated
hardfhips, we continued in perfed health and good fpirits;
and my guide, though a perfe& niggard of his provifions,
efpecially in times of {carcity, gave us the ftrongelt af-
furance of foon arriving at a pleatiful country, which
would not only afford us a certain fupply of* provifions,
but where we thould meet with other Indians, who pro-
bably would be willing.to carry part of our luggage.
This news naturally gave us great confolation; for at that
time the weight of our conﬁaht loads was fo great, that
when Providence threw any*thing in our way, we could
not carry: above; two days provilions with us, which
indecd was-.the -ghief reafon of our being fo frequently
In want,

From the. twenticth ;to;_':a;’th@,;twch-l}y~th.irdr';-'wc‘ walkwh
every day near wventy miles, svithopt any othes, fubfiffencg
‘than
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than a pipe of tobacco, and a drink of water when we
pleafed : even partridges and gulls, which fomc time before
were in great plenty, and cafily procured, were now fo
fcarce and fhy, that we could rarely get one; and as to
geefe, ducks, &c. they had all flown to the Northward
to breed and molt. .

Early in the morning of the twenty-third, we {ct out as
ufual, but had not walked above feven or cignt miles be-
fore we faw three mufk-oxcen grazing by the {ide of & fmall
lake.  'The Indians immediatcly went in purfuit of them;
and as fome of them were expert hunters, they f{oon killed
the whole of them. This was no doubt very fortunate;
but, to our great mortification, before we could get one
of them fkinned, fuch a fall of rain came on, as to put
it quite out of our power to make a fire ; which, cven in
the fineft weather, could only be made of mofs, as we
were near an hundred miles from any woods. This was
poor comfort for people who had not broke their faft for
four or: five days. - Neceflity, however, has no law; and
having been before initiated .into the method of cating
raw ‘meat; we werd te better prepared for this repaft:
But this was by no means fo well rclithed, either by me
or the Southern Indians, as cither raw venifon or raw fifh
hﬁ&-%_ccnuf for the flefh of the mufk-ox is not only coarfe
and touph, but fmells and taftes fo ftrong of mufk as to
‘make it v&ﬁr difagreeable when raw, though it js tolerable
edting when properly cooked.  The sweather continued fo

remark-
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remarkably bad, accompanied with conftant heavy rain,
{now, and fleet, and our neceflities were fo great by
the time the weather permitted us to make a fire, that we
had nearly eat to the amount of one buffalo quite raw.

Notwithftanding I muftcred up all my philefophy on
this occafion, yet I muft confefs that my {pirits began
to fail me, Indeed our other misfortunes were greatly
aggravated by the inclemency of the weather, which was
not only cold, but fo very wet that for near three days
and nights I had not one dry thread about me. When
the fine weather returned, we made a fire, though it was
only of mofs, as I have already obferved; and having
got my cloaths dry, all things feemed likely to go on in
the old channel, though that was indifferent enough ; but
I endeavoured, like a failor after a ftorm, to forget paft

misfortunes.

Nbne of our natural wants, if we except thirft, are {6
diftrefling, or hard to endure, as hunger; and in wan-
dering fituations, like that which I now experienced, the
hardfhip is greatly aggravated by the wuncertainty with re~
{pe& to its duration, and thec means moft praper to be
ufed to remove it, as well as by the labour and fatigue we
muft neceflarily undergo for that purpole, and the difap-
pointments which too frequently fruftrate our beft con-
certed plans and moft firepuous exertions: it not only
enfeebles the bedy,: but deprefles the {pirits, in' fpite of

every
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every effort to prevent it.  Befides, for want of adtion, the
ftomach fo far lofes its digeftive powers, that after long faft-
ing it refumes its office with pain and relu®ance. During
this journey I have too frequently experienced the dread-
ful effe@s of this calamity, and more than once been re-
duced to fo low a ftate by hunger and fatigue, that when
Providence threw any thing in my way, my ftomach has
{carcely been able to retain more than two or three ounces,
without producing the moft oppreflive pain. Another
difagreeable circumftance of long fafting is, the extreme
difficulty 'and pain attending the :natural evacuations for
the firft time; and which is fo dreadful, that of it none
but thofe who have experienced can have an adequate

idea.

To record in detail each day’s fare fince the com-
mencement of this journey, would be little more than a
dull repetition of the fame occurrences. A fufficient
idea of it may be given in a few words, by obferving
that it may juftly be faid to have been either all fcaﬂc-
ing, or all famine: fomcnmcs we had too much, feldom
juft enough, frequcntly tao httle, and often none at all.
It will be only neceffary to fay that we have fafted many
Times. twa whole .days and. mghts twice upwards of
three days ; and once, wh;le at She-—thm-nce, near feven
days, during which. we, tafted not a mouthful of any
thing, except a. few cranbcmes, Watcr, feraps of old
leather; and. burnt boncs On thofe preﬂing occafions 1
_have_frequently feen the lndlans examjne their wardgobe,

which
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~ which confifted chiefly of fkin-clothing, and confider

what part could beft be fpared ; {ometimes a piece of an
old, half-rotten deer fkin, and at others a pair of old
fhoes, were facrificed to alleviate extreme hunger. The
relation of fuch uncommon hardfhips may perhaps gain
little credit in Europe; while thofe who are converfant
with the hiftory of Hudfon’s Bay, and who are thoroughly
acquainted with the diftrefs which the natives of the
country about it frequently endure, may confider them as
no more than the common occurrences of an Indian life,
in which they are frequently driven to the neceflity of

cating one another
Knowing

* It is the general opinion of the Southern Indians, that when any of their
tribe have been driven to the necefficy of eating human flefh, they become fo
fond of i, that no perfon is fafe in their company. And though it is well
known they are never guilty of making this horrid repaft but when driven to
it by neceflity, yct thofe who have made it are not only thunned, bat fo uni-
verfally detefted by all who know them, that no Indians will tent with them,

and they are frequently murdered flily. I have feen feveral of thofe poor

wretches who, unfortunately for them, have come under the above defcrip-
tion, and though they were perfons much efteemed before hunger had driyen
them to this adt, were afterward fo univerfully defpifed and negleted, tha- a
fmile never graced their countenances: deep melancholy has been feated on
their brows, while the eye moft expreflively fpoke the dictates of the hearr,
and feemed to fay, * Why do you defpife me for my misfortunes ? the period
“ is probably not far diftant, when you may be driven to the Jike neceffiey 3

In the Spring of the ‘year 1775, when I was building Cumbcrland Hauﬁ-,
an Indian, whofe name was Wapoos,; caine to the fectlement, atia time when
fifteen tents of Indians were on the. phnmmm:....'thcy examined him.. very
minutely, and found he had come. a confideralile. way by himfelf, withowr a
gun, or ammunition. This made m)y of them cmga&urc he had metmth
and killed, fome perfon by the Ways éad this was'the more eafily mditcd

from
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Knowing that our conftant loads would not permit us
to carry much provifions with us, we agreed to continue
a day or two to refrefh ourfelves, and to dry a little meat
in the fun, as it thereby not only becomes more portable,
but is always ready for ufe. On the twenty-fixth, all
that remained of the mufk-ox flefh being properly
dried and fit for carriage, we began to proceed on our
journey Northward, and on the thirtieth of June arrived
at a {mall river, called Cathawhachaga, which empties
itfelf into a large lake called Yath-kyed-whoie, or White
Snow Lake. Here we found feveral tents of Northern
Indians, who had been {fome time employed fpearing deer
in their canoes, as they croffed the above mentioned little
river. Here alfo we met a Northern Indian Leader, or
Captain, called Keelthies, and a {mall party of his crew,
who were bound to Prince of Wales’s Fort, with furs

"

from the care he took to conceal a bag of previfions, which he had brought
with him, in a lofty pine-tree near the houfe.

Being u {tranger, I invited him in, though I faw he had nothing for trade ;
and ‘during that interview, fome of the Indian women examined his bag, and
gave it as their opinion that the meat ‘it contained was human flefh: in con-
fequence, it was not without the interference of fome principal Indians,
‘whefe liberality of fentiment was more extenfive than that in the others,
the poor creature faved his life. Many of the men cleaned and loaded
their guns ; others had their bows and arrows ready ; and even the women

took poffeffion of the hatchets; to kill this poor inoffenfive wretch, for no -

‘érime-but that of travelling about two hundred miles by himfelf, unaffifted
by fire-arms for fupport in his journey.

F 2 | and
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and other commodities for trade. When Keelthies was
made acquainted with the intent of my journey, he readily
offered his fervice to bring me any thing from the Factory
that we were likely to ftand in need of ; and though we
were then in latitude 63° 4” North, and longitude 5° 12’
Weft from Churchill, yet he promifed to join us agaim, at
a place appointed by my guide, by the fetting in of the
Winter. In confequence of this offer, I looked over our
ammunition and other articles; and finding that a little
powder, fhot, tobacco, and a few knives, were likely to
be of fervice before the journey could be completed, 1
determined to fend a letter to the governor of Prince of
Wales’s Fort, to advife him of my fituation, and to defire
him to fend by the bearer a certain quantity of the above
articles ; on which Keelfhies and his crew proceeded on
their journey for the Fadory the fame day.

Cathawhachaga was the only river we had feen fince the
breaking up of the ice.that we could not ford ; and as
- we had not any canoes with us, we were obliged to get-
ferried acrofs by the ftrange Indians. When we ar-
rived on the North fide of this river, where the Indians
refided, my guide propofed to ftop fome time, to dry and
pound fome meat to take with us; to which I readily con-
fented. We alfo fet our fithing-nets, and caught a con-
fiderable quantity of very fine fith; fuch as tittemeg;
barble, &c. | | |

The
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The number of deer which croffed Cathawhachaga,
during our ftay there, was by no means equal to our ex-
pe&ations, and no more than juft fufficient to fupply our
prefent wants ; {o that after waiting feveral days in fruit-
lefs expe&tation, we began 'to prepare for moving; and
accordingly, on the fixth of July, we fct out, though
we had not at that time as much victualggbelonging to
our company as would furnith us a fupperi® During our
ftay here, we had cach day got as much fith or flefh as was
{fufficient for prefent expenditure ; but, being in hopes
of better times, faved none,

Before we left Cathawhachaga, I made {everal obfervations
for the latitude, and found it to be 63° 4 North. 1 alfo
brought up my journal, and filled up my chart to that
time. Every thing being now ready for our departure,
my guide informed me that in a few days a canoe would
be abfolutely neceflary, to enable us to crofs fome unford-
able rivers which we fhould meet, and could not avoid.
This .induced me to purchafe one at the eafy rate of a
fingle knife, the full value of which did not exceed one
penny. - It muft be obferved, that the man who fold the
canoe had no farther occafion for it, and was glad to take
what he could get; but had he been thoroughly ac-
quainted with our neceflities, he moft affuredly would
have had the confciénce to have afked goods to the amount
of tt:n beaver fkins at leaft.

This
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This additional piece of luggage obliged me to engage
another Indian ; and we were lucky enough at that time
to meet with a poor forlorn fellow, who was fond of the
office, having never been in a much better ftate than that
of a beaft of burthen. Thus, provided with a canoe, and
a man to carry it, we left Cathawhachaga, as has been
obferved, onghe fixth of July, and continued our courfe
to the North®y Weft, and North North Weft; and that
night put up by the fide of a fmall bay of White Snow
Lake, where we angled, and caught feveral fine trout,
fome of which weighed not lefs than fourteen or fixteen
pounds. In the night heavy rain came on, which con-
tinued three days; but the ninth proving fine weather,
and the fun difplaying his beams very powerfully, we
dried our clothes, and proceeded to the Northward. To-
ward the evening, however, it began again to rain fo ex-
ceflively, that it was with much dificulty we kept our
powder and books dry.

On the feventeenth, we faw many mufk-oxen, feveral of
which the Indians killed ; when we agreed to ftay here a
day or two, to dry and pound * fome of the carcafes to take
with us. The fleth of any animal, when it is thus pre-
pared, is not only hearty food, but is always ready for

* To prepare meat in this manger, it requires no farther operation than
cutting the lean parts of the animal into thin flices, and drying it in the fun, or
by a flow fire, till, after beating it between two ftones, it is reduced o a coarfe
powder. ' Sy

ufe,
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ufe, and at the fame time very portable. In moft parts
of Hudfon’s Bay it is known by the name of Thew-hagon,
but amongft the Northern Indians it is called Achees.

Having prepared as much dried fleth as we could tranf-
port, we procecded to the Northward ; and at our de-
parture left a great quantity of mcat behind us, which
we could neither eat nor carry away. This was not
the firft time we had fo done; and however wafteful
it may appear, it is a pracice fo common among all the
Indian tribes, as to be thought nothing of. On the
twenty-fecond, we met feveral ftrangers, whom we joined
in purfuit of the deer, &c., which were at this time fo
plentiful, that we got every day a fufficient number for
our f{upport, and indved too frequently killed feveral
merely for the tongues, marrow, and fat.

After we had been fome time in company with thofe
Indians, I found that my guide ftemed to hefitate about
proceeding any farther; and that he kept pitching his tent
backward and forward, from place to place, after the
deer, and the reft of the Indians. On my afking him his
reafon for fo doing; he anfwered, that as the year was
too far advanced to admit of our arrival at the Copper-
mine River that Summer, he thought it more advifable
to paﬁz the Winter with fome of the Indians then in com-
pany, and alleged that there could be no fear of our ar-
riving ‘at that river early in the Summer of one thou-

fand ‘feven hundred and feventy-on¢. As I could not
pretend
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pretend to contradi@ him, I was entirely reconciled to
his propofal; and accordingly we kept moving to the
Weftward with the other Indians. In a few days, many
others joined us from different quarters; fo that by the
thirtieth of July we had in all above feventy tents, which
did not contain lefs that {ix hundred perfons. Indeed
our encampment at night had the appearance of a {mall
town; and in the morning, when we began to move,
the whole ground (at leaft for a large fpace all round)
feemed to be alive, with men, women, children, and

‘dt)gs. Though the land was entirely barren, and deftitute

of every kind of herbage, except wifh-a-capucca* and
mofs, yet the deer were fo numerous that the Indians
not only killed as many as were fufficient for our large
number, but often feveral merely for the fkins, marrow,
&c. and left the carcafes to rot, or to be devoured by the
wolves, foxes, and other beafts cf prey.

In our way to the Weftward we came to feveral givers,
which, though fmall and of no note, were fo deep as
not to be fordable, particularly Doo-baunt River 4. On
thofe occafions only, we had recourfe to our canoe, which,
though of the common -ﬁze, was too {mall to carry more

* Wifh-a-capucca is the name given by the natives to a plant. which is f‘ound :
all over the countr bordering on Hudfon's Bay; andan: mf'uﬁon of it is ufcd-

as tea by all the Europeans fettled in thit vountry. -

+ This river, a8 well as all othets defrving that appﬂllatlm whmh & §
crofled during this part of ‘my jouracy, tan to-the Eaft and North Eaft; and
both themn and the lakes were perfely frefh, and inhabited by fith tha.t are

well known never to frequent falt water, :
‘ .than
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than two perfons; onc of whem always lics down at ]l

length for fear of making th: canoe top-h-avy, and the
other fits on his hecls and paddles.  'This method of fer-
rying over rivers, though tediou:, is the moft cxpeditious
way thefe poor people can conirive; for they are fo:ae-
times obliged to carry their candes ene hundred and iy,
or two hundred miles, without having occafion to make
ufe of them; yet at times they cannot do without them g
and were they not very {mall and pertable, 10 wourld e
impoflible for one man to carry them, which they are
often obliged to do, not only the diftance above mentioncd,
but cven the whole Summer.

The perfon I engaged at Cathawhachaga to carry my
canoe proving too weak for the tafk, another of my crew
was obliged to exchange loads with him, which ftemed
perfeétly agreeable to all parties ; and as we walked but
fhort. days journies, and deer were very plentiful, all
things went on very {moothly. Nothing material happened
till the eighth, when we were near lofing the quadrant and
all our powder from the following circumflance : the fellow
who had been releafed from carrying the canoc proving
too weak, as hath been already obferved, had, after the
exchange, nothing to carry but my powder and his own
trifles; the latter werc indeed very inconfiderable, not equal
in fize and weight to a foldier’s knapfack. As I iniended
to have a little fport with the deer, and knowing his load

to be much lighter than mine, I gave him the quadrant
G and
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and ftand to carry, which he took without the leaft hefi-
tation, or feeming ill-will. Having thus cafed myfelf for
the prefent of a heavy and cumberfome part of my load,
I fct out carly in the morning with fome of the Indian
men ; and after walking about eight or nine miles, faw,
from the top of a high hill, a great number of deer feed-
ing in a neighbouring valley ; on which we laid down our
loads and ereéted a flag, as a fignal for the others to pitch
their tents there for the night.  We then purfued our hunt-
ing, which proved very fuccefsful. At night, however,
when we came to the hill where we had left our baggage,
I found that only part of the Indians had arrived, and
that the man who had been entrufted with my powder and
quadrant, had fet off another way, with a {mall party of
Indians that had been in our company that morning.
The evening bcing far advanced, we were obliged to defer
going in fearch of him till the morning, and as his "track
could not be cafily difcovered in the Summer, the South-
ern Indians, as well as myfelf, were very uneafy, fearing
we had loft the powder, which was to provide us with
food and raiment the remainder of our journey. The very
uncourteous behaviour of the Northern Indians then in
company, gave me little hopes of recewmg afliftance from
them, any longcr than I had wherewithal to reward them
for their trouble and expence ; for during the whole time
T had been with thf:m, not one of them had offered to. give
me the leaft morfel of victuals,. Wlthaut aﬂcmg fomething in
exchange, which, in general, was three times the value of

what
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what they could have got for the fame articles, had they car-
ried them to the Faéory, though feveral hundred miles

diftant.

So inconfiderate were thofe people, that wherever they
met me, they always expe&ed that I had a great aflortment
of goods to relieve their neceffities; as if I had brought
the Company’s warchoufe with me. Some of them wanted
guns; all wanted ammunition, iron-work, and tobacco;
many were folicitous for medicine ; and others prefled me
for different articles of clothing : but when they found
I had nothing to fpare, except a few nick-nacks and gew -
gaws, they made no fcruple of pronouncing me a ¢ poor
¢ fervant, noways like the Governor at the Fa&ory, who,
¢ they faid, they never faw, but he gave them fomething
“ ufeful.” It is {carcely poffible to concecive any people
fo void of common underftanding, as to think that the
fole intent of my undertaking this fatiguing journcy, was
to carry a large affortment of ufeful and heavy implements,
to give to all that ftood in need of them; but many of
them would atk me for what they wanted with the fame
freedom, and apparently with the fame hopes of fuccefs,
as if they had been at one of the Company’s Fa&ories.
Others, with an air of more generofity, offered me furs
to trade with at the fame ftandard as at the Fa&tory; with-
out confidering how unhkely it was that I ghould increafc
the' enormous weight of my load with articles which could
be of no more ufe to me in my prefent fituation than they

were to themfelves.
o This
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This unaccountable behaviour of the Indians occafioned
much ferious refle@ion on my part; as it fhewed pluinly
how littie I had to expeé if I fhould, by any accident,
be reduced to the ncceflity of depending upon them for
fupport ; fo that, though I laid me down to reft, fleep
was a ftranger to me that night. The following beau-
tiful lines of Dr. Young T repeated above an hundred
times :

« Tired Nature’s fweet reftorer, balmy Sleep;
« He, like the world, his ready vifit pays
¢ Where fortune fmiles; the wretched he forfakes '

¢« Swift on his downy pinions flics from woe,
¢« And lights on lids unfully’d with a tear.” Nicutr THoUGHTS.

After pafling the night in this melancholy manner, 1
got up at day-break, and, with the two Southern Indians,
fet out in queft of our deferter. Many hours elapfed
in fruitlefs fearch after him, as we. could not difcover
a fingle track in the direction which we were informed.he
had taken. The day being almoft fpent without the leaft
appearance of fuccefs, I propofed repairing to the place
where 1 had delivered the quadrant to him, in hopes of-
fecing fome track in the mofs that might ledd to the way
the Indians were gone whom our deferter had accom-
panied. On our arrival at that place, we found they had
ftruck down tqgard a little river which they had croffed -
the morning before; and there, to our great joy, we found
the quadrant and the bag of powder lying on the top of a
high ftone, but not a human being was to be feen.” On

eXamining
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examining the powder, we found that the hag had been

opened, and part of it taken out; but, notwithffanding
our lofs was very confidcrable, we returned with light
hearts to the place at which we had been the night before,
where we found our baggage fafe, but all the Indians
goiic.e: they had, however, been fo confiderate as o {ot
up marks to dire& us what courfe to fteer. By the time
we had adjufted our bundles, the day was quite {pent;
fecing, however, a fmoke, or rather a fire, in the di-
retion we were ordered to fteer, we bent our way
towards it; and a little after ten o’clock at night came
up with the main body of the Indians; when, after
refrefhing ourfelves with a plentiful fupper, the firft
morfel we had tafted that day, we retired to reft, which
I at leaft enjoyed with better fuccels than the preceding
night,

In the morning of the eleventh we proceeded on to the
Weft, and Weft by South ; but on the twelfth did not move.
This gave us an opportunity of endeavouring to afcertain
the latitude by a meridian altitude, when we found the
place to be in 63° 10’ North nearly. It proving rather
cloudy about noon, though exggeding fine weather, I let
the quadrant ftand, in order to’obtain the latitude moic
exadly by two altitudes; but, to my great gortification,
while I was eating my dinner, a fudden guft of wind
blew it down; and as the ground where it ftood was

very
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1770.  very ftoney, the bubble, the fight-vane, and. vernier, were
Augut. entirely broke to pieces, which rendered the inftrument

ufelefs. In confequence of this misfortune I refolved to
return again to the-Fort, though we were then in the la-
titude of 63° 10" North, and about 10? 40" Weft longl-

tude from Churchill River,

CHAP
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Tranfa®ions from the Time the Quadrant was broken,
till I arrived at the Fac&ory.

Several firange Indians join us from the Northward.~They plundered me
of all I bad; but did not plunder the Southern indians.—My guide
plundered.—We lwgm our return to the Fa&ory.—Mm’ with other
Indians, who join our company.——Colle@ deersfbins for clothing, but

could not get them dreffed.~Suffer much bardbip from the want of

tents and warm clothing.—Mofl of the Indians leave us.—Meet with
Matonabbee.~Some account of bim, and bis bebaviour to me and the
Southern Indians~—We remain in bis company fome time.—His obferva-
tions om my two unfuccefsful attempts.—We leave him, and proceed to a
Place to which be diretted us, in order to make [now-fhoes and fledges.
— Yoin Matonabbee again, and proceed towards the Fallory in bis com-
pany.~—dmmunition runs_fbort.—Myfelf and four Indians [et off poft for
the, Fatory.—Much bewildered in a fnow florm; wmy dog is frozen
to death ; we lic in a bufb of willows.— Proceed on our journey.—Great
difficulty in m?ﬁng a jumble of rocks.—drrive at the Fort.

T HE day after T had the misfortune to break the qua-
drant, feveral Indians joined me from the Northward,
fome of whom plundered me and my companions of
almm& every ufeful article we had, among which was my
s _qu ; and notwithftanding we were then on the point of
returning to the Fadtory, yet, as one of my companions’
guns was a little out of order, the lofs was likely to, be
fevercly
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feverely felt; but it not being in my power to recover it
again, we werc obliged to reft contented.

Nothing can exceed the cool deliberation of thofe vil-
lains ; a committee of them entered my tent*. The
rmgleadcr feated himfclf on my left-hand. They firft
begged me to lend them my ﬂnpcrtogan + to fill a pipe of
tobacco. After fmoking two or three pipes, they afked me
for feveral articles which I had not, and among others for a
pack of cards; but on my anfwering that I had notany of the
articles they mentioned, one of them put his hand on my
baggage, and afked if it was mine. Before I could anfwer in
the affirmative, he and the reft of his companions (fix in
number) had all my treafure {pread on the ground. One
took one thing, and another another, till at laft nothing
was left but the empty bag, which they permitted me to
keep. At length, confidering that, though I was going to
the Fadory, 1 fhould want a knifc to cut my vituals, an
awl to mend my fhoes, and a ncedle to mend my other-
clothing, they readily gave me thefe articles, though not
without making me underftand that 1 ought to look upon

* This only confifted of three walkmg-&;cks ftuck into the ground, and a
blanket thrown over them. ! ;

+ Skipertogan is a fmall bag that contains a flint and fleel, alfo a- pipe and
tobacco, as well as touchwood, &c. for making a fire. Some of thefe bags ‘
may be called truly clegant; being richly ornamented with beads, porcupine-
quills, morfe-hair, &c. a work alw.ys performed by the women; and they.
are, with much propricty, greatly eftcemed by moft Eurepeans for the neat-
nefs of their workmanthip. '

1t
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it as a great favour. Finding them poflefled of fo much
generofity, I ventured to folicit them for my razors ; but
thinking that one would be fufficient to fhave me during
my paflage home, they made no fgruple to keep the
other; luckily they chofe the worft.  To complete their
genesofity, they permitted me to take as much foap as I
thought would be fufhcient to wifh and fhave me during
the remainder of 'my journey to the Fatory.

~ They were more cautious in plundering the Southern
Indians, as the relation of fuch outrages being com-
mitted on them might occafion a war between the two
nations ; but they had nothing of that kind to dread from
the Englith. However, the Northern Indians had ad-
drefs enough to talk my home- guard Indians out of Il
they had : fo that before we left them, they were as clean
{wept as myfelf, excepting their guns, {fome ammunition,
an old hatchet, an ice-chiffel, and a file to fharpen
them: -

It may probably be thought ftrange that my guide, who
was a Northern Indian, fhould permit his countrymen to
commit fuch ‘outrages on thofe under his charge; but
being 2 man of little note, he was fo far from being able
to protect us, that he was obliged to fubmit to nearly the
fame outrage himfelf. © On this occafion be affumtd a
arcat’ air of generofity; but the fact was, he gave freely

what it was not in his power to protect.
H Early
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Early in the morning of the nineteenth, I fet out on my
return, in company with feveral Northern Indians, who
were bound to the Fa&ory with furrs and other commo-
dities in trade. #his morning the Indian who took my
gun, rcturned it to me, it being of no ufe to him, having
no ammunition. The weather for fome time proved fine,
and deer wcre very plentlful but as the above ravagers
had materially lightened my load, by taking every thing
from me, except the quadrant, books, &c. this part of
my journey was the caficft and moft pleafant of any I had
experienced fince my leaving the Fort, In our way we
frequently” met with other Indians, fo that fcarcely a day
pafled without our feeing feveral fmokes made by other
ftrangers.  Many of thofe we met joined our party, having
furrs and other commodities for trade.

The deer’s hair being now of a proper length for cloth-
ing, it was neceflary, according to the cuftom, to procure
as many of their fkins, while in feafon, as would make a
a fuit of warm clothing for the Winter: and as cach
grown perfon requires the prime parts of from eight to
eleven of thofe fkins' (in proportion to their fize) to make
a complete fuit, it muft naturally be fuppofed that
this addition to my burden was very confiderable. My
Ioad however cuthberfome and heavy, was yet vc.ry bear-
able; but, after I had carried it feveral weeks, it prcwcd
of no fervice;  for we had nat ‘any women Properly
belenging, o our ‘company, mnfequmay had not_any

perfon
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perfon to drefs them ; and fo uncivil were the other In-
dians, that they would neither exchange them for others
of an inferior quality already drefied, nor permit their
women to drefs them for us, under pretence that thcy
were always employed in the like duty for themfelves and
families, which was by no means the cafe; for many
of them had fufficient time to have done every little
fervice of that kind that we could have required of them.
The truth was, they were too well informed of my po-
verty to do any a&s of generoﬁry, as they well knew I
had it not then i in my power to reward them for their
trouble. T never Taw a fet of people that poflefled fo
little humanity, or that could view the diftrefles of their
{ellow-creatures with {o little feeling and unconcern; for
though they feem to have a great affe@ion for their wives
and children, yet they will laugh at and ridicule the
diftrefs of every other perfon who is not immediately re-
lated to them.

This behaviour of the Indians made our fituation very
difagreeable ; for as-the fall advanced, “we began to feel
the cold very &ver:.ly for want of proper clothing. - We
fuffered alfo _greaﬂy from. the inclemency of the WCather,
as we had' no tent. to fheltcr us. My, guxdc was en-
urey cxcmpted from all thafe mconvemex;ccs, having
procum:i a good warm fuit of c],otlmgg, and, as one of
his wives had long before Jmm:d our, party, he was pro-
vu{e]l with a teat, and every other neceflary confiftent

H 2 - with
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with their manner ot living: but the old tellow was fo
far from interefting himfelf in our behalf, that he had, for
fome time before, entirely withdrawn from otr company
and though he then continued to carry the greateft part
of our little remains of ammunition, yet he did not con-
tribute in the fmallefl degtee towards our fupport. Asdeer,
however, were in great plcnty, I felt little or no inconve-
nience from his negleét in this refped.

Provifions ftill continued very plentiful ; which was
a fingular picce of good fortune, and the only circum-
ftance which at this time could contribute to our hap-
pinefs or fafety ; for notwnhﬁandmg the ecarly feafon
of the year, the weather was remarkably bad and feverely
cold, at leaft it appeared fo to us, probably from having
no kind of fkin-clothing. In this forlorn ftate we con-
tinued our courfe to the South Eaft; and, to add to the
gloominefs of our fituation, moﬂ; of the Northern In-
dians who had becn in our company Al the firft part
of the fall, | were: by dm time gong a-head, as we could
npt keep.aip with them for want of {row-{hoes.

In the evening ot the twentieth, we werejomed trom the
Weﬁward by adamous Leader, called Matohabbee, men-
tioned i m;r mﬂru&lonﬂ ‘who, - w:t_:hhas'faﬂmwrrs, :
gang, was ‘alfo going to Pnnm""nf.j W; . For
furrs, and other articles for, tradt_____ Thig
youth, rcﬁded feveral ycars at’ the abok
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not only a perfe& mafter of the Southern Indian language,
but by bging frequently with the Company’s fervants, had
acquired feveral words of Englifh, and was one of the
men who brought the lateft accounts of the Coppermme
R;ver ; and it was on his information, added to that of
one’ I-dot-le-ezey, (who is fincg dead,) that this expcdx—
tion was fet on foo_t

The courteous behaviour of this ftranger firuck me very
fenfibly,  As foon as he was acquamted with our diftrefs,
he got fuch fkins as we had’ with us dreffed for the South-
ern Indians, and furnifthed me with a good warm {fuit of
otter and other fkins: but, as it was not in his power to
provide us W?‘b {now- fhocs, .being then on the barren
ground,! he dire@ed us to a little river which he knew,
and Whm;c thc;re was a {mall range of woods, which,
though none of the beft, would, he faid, furnifh us mth
temporary. fnow-{hocs zmd ﬂadges, that mlght materially
aflift us durmg the remaining part of our journcy. We
{pent feveral n;ghts in<ompany with this Leader, though
we advanceé towards the Fort at the rate of ten or twelve
miles a da;! . ané as prmvxﬁons abounded, he made a grand
feaft for me in thc Sauzhcm Indian ﬂﬂe, where thcre was
plcnty of good eating,-apd the whole concluded with fing-
gnd_ dancing, ’ aftcr the Southern Indian ftyle and
- In this’ amufemcnt my hame—guar'd Indians bore
osifiderable part,’ as thcy were both men of fome

cotifequence
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confequence when at home, and well known to Matonab-
bee: but among the other Northern Indians, ¢o whom
they were not known, they were held in no eftimation j
which indeed is not to be wondered at, when we confider
that the value of a man among thofe people, is always pro-
portioned to his abilities in hunting ; and as my two In-
dians had not exhibited any great talents that way, the
Northern Indians thewed them as much refpeét as they do
in common to thofe of very moderate talents among them-
felves.

During my converfation with this Leader, he afked me
very ferioufly, If I would attempt another journey for the
difcovery of the Copper-mines? And on my anfwering in
the affirmative, provided I could get better guides than I
had hitherto been furnifhed with, he faid he would readily
engage in that fervice, provided the Governor at the Fort
W(mld employ him. In anfwer to this, I affured him his
offer would be glad'y accepted ; and as I had alrcady ex-
perienced every hardfhip that was likely to accompany any
future trial, T was determined to complete the difcovery,
even at the rifque of life itfelf. Matonabbee affured me,
that by the accounts received from his own countrymt,n, ‘
the Southern Indians, and myfelf; it was very probable I
might not experience fo much hardfhip during the whele
journey, as I had already felt, though fearcely advanced
one third part of the journey.

He
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- He attributed all our misfortunes to the mifcondu& of my
guides, and the very plan we purfued, by the defire of the
Governor, in not taking any women with us on this jour-
ney, was, he faid, the principal thing that occafioned all
our: wants : X for fald he, when all the men are heavy
¢ jaden, they can neither huntmor travel to any confider-
¢« able diftance; and in cafe they mect with fuccefs in
¢ hunting, who is to carry the produce of their labour ?
¢ Women, added he, were made for labour; onc of
¢ them can ;carry, or haul, as much as two men can do.
4% lhey alfo. pitch our tents, make and mend our cloth-
“ ing, kecp us warm at night; and, in fa&, there is
“ no fuch thing as travelling any confiderable diftance,
“ or for any length of time, in this country, withcut
¢ their affiffance.” ¢ Women, faid he again, though
“ they do every thing, are maintained at a trifling ex-
¢ pence ; for as they always ftand cook, the very licking
¢ of their fingers in fearce times, is {ufficient for their
¢ fubfiftence.” ~ This, however odd it may appear, is but
too true a defcription of the {ituztion of women in this
country: - it is at leaft fo in"appearance; for the wemen
always carry the provifions, and it is more than probable
they help themfelves when the men are not prefent.

Early in the morning of the twenty-third, I firuck out
of the road to the Eaftward, with my two companions
and two or three Northern Indians, while Matonabbee and
his frew continued their courfe to the Fadory, promifing

: to
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to walk fo flow that we might come up with them again;
and in two days we arrived at the place to which we were
dirc&ted.  We went to work immediately in making fnows
fhoe frames and fledges; but ncatwilhﬂ:anding our utmoft
cndeavours, we could not completc;}thcm in lefs than four
days. On the firft of November we again proceeded on
our journcy toward the Fa&ory; and on the fixth, camie up
with Matonabbee and his gang : after which we proceeded
on together feveral days; when I found my new acquaint-
ance, on all occafions, the moft fociable, kind, and fenfible
Indian 1 had ever met with.  He was a man well known,
and, as an Indian, of univerfal knowledge, and gcne- '
rally refpe@ed. |

Deer proved pretty plentiful for fome time, but to my
great furprife, when I wanted to give Matonabbee a little
ammunition for his own ufe, I found that my guide, Con-
reaquefe, who had itall under his care, had fo embezzled
or otherways expended it, that only ten balls and about
three pounds of powder remained; fo that long before
we arrived at the Fort we were obl!ged to cut up an
ice-chiffel into fquare lumps, as a {ubftirute for ball.
It is, however, rather dangerous fuing lumps of iron
out of fuch flight barrels as are brought 1 to this part
of the world for trade.. Thefe, though llght and
handy, and of courfe well adaptcd for the ufe of both
Englith and Indians in long Journics, and of fufficient
firength for leaden fhot or bally ate not frong enougl for

\bia
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this kind of fhot; and firong fowling—pieées would not
only be too heavy for the laborious ways of hunting in
this country, but their bores being {fo much larger, would
require more than double the quantity of ammunition that
fmall ones do; which, to Indians at leaft, muft be an
obje& of no inconfiderable importance.

I kept company with Matonabbee till the twenticth, at
which time the deer began to be fo {carce that hardly a
freth track could be feen; and as we were then but a
few days walk from the Fort, he advifed me to proceed
on with all fpeed, while he and his companions followed
at leifure. Accordingly, on the twenty-firft, I fet out
poft-hafte, accompanied by one of the home-guard
(Southern) Tribe, and three Northern Indians. That night
we lay on the South fide of Egg River; but, long before
day-break the next morning, the weather became {o bad,
with a violent gale of wind from the North Weft, and
fuch a drift of fnow, that we could not have a bit of fire:
and as no good woods were near to afford us fhelter, we
agreed to procced on our way; efpecially as the wind
was on our backs, and though the weather was bad ncar
the furfacc, we could frcqucntly {fee the moon, and fome-
times the’ &:u's, to dire& us in our courfe. In this fitua-
tlon we continued walkmg the whole day, and it was not

wEaloer ten at night that we could find the (malleft tuft
sageods to put up in; for though we well knew we
g gave paﬁld by feveral hummocks of fhrybby woods

' that
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that might have afforded us fome fhelter, yet the wind
blew fo hard, and the fnow drifted fo exceflively thick, that
we could not fee ten yards before us the whole day.  Be-
tween {even and cight in the cvening my dog, a valuable
brute, was {rozen to death ; {o that his fledge, which was
a very heavy one, I was. obhged to haul. Between ‘nine
and ten at night we arrived at a {mall creek, on which we
walked about three quarters of amile, when we came to a
large tuft of tall willows, and two or three fets of old
tent-poles.  Being much jaded, we determined not to pro-
ceed any fartHer that night; fo we went to work, and
made the beft defence againft the weather that the fitua-
tion of the place and our materials would admit. Our
labour confifted only in dxggmg a hole in the {fnow, and
fixing a few deer-fkins up to windward of us: but the
moft difficult tafk was that of making a fire. When this
was once accomplithed, the old tent-poles amply fupplied
us with fewel. By the time we had finifhed this bufinefs,
the weather began to moderate, and the drift greatly to
abate; fo that the moon and the Aurora Borealis thone
out with great fplendor, and there appeared every fymp-
tom of the return of fine weather. ~After eating a plentiful
fupper of venifon, therefore, of which we had a fufficient
ftock to laft us to the Fort, we laid down amd got a little
fleep. The next day proving fine and clcar, though«ex—
ceflively fharp, we: procecded on our journey: early in'the
morning, and at night lay on the
River. We thould have ma,de_-:'__
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ney, had we not been greatly embarraffed at fetting out, 1770.
by a jumble of rocks, which we could not avoid without November.
going greatly out of our way. Here I muft obferve, that

we were more than fortunate in not attempting to leave

the little creek where we had fixed our habitation the
preccdmg night, as the fpot where we lay was not more

than two or three miles diftant from this dangerous place ;

in which, had we fallen in with it in the night, we muft
unavoidably have been bewildered, if we had not all
perithed ; as notwithftanding the advantage of a clear day,

and having ufed every pofiible precaution; it was with the

utmoft difficulty that we croffed it without broken limbs.

Indeed it would have been next to an impoflibility to

have done it in the night.

THe twénty;foutth and twenty -ffth prov ed fine clear 2.
weather, " though.exceflively cold ;" and'in the afternoon of ;.
the latter, we arrived at Prince of Wales’s Fort, after
*having been abfent eight months and twenty-two d‘a.ys, on
a fruitlefs, or at leaft an unfuccefsful journey.

CHAPD.
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CH AP IV.

Tranfadions during our Stay at Prince of Wales’s Fort, and
the former Part of our third EXPLdltIOD, till our Arrwal
at Clowey, where we built Canoes, in May 1771.

Preparations jfor our departure~—Refufe to take any of the home-guard
Indians wwith me.~Ly [o doing, I offend the Governor.—Leave the Fort
a third time—~My inflruflions on this expedition.~—Provifions of all
Linds very fearce~—drrive at the woods, where we kill fone decr.—.Ar-
rive at Ifland Lake.~ Matonabbee taken ill—Some remarks thereon—
Foin the remainder of the Indians’ ﬂzfmlxe:.-—Leavc Hland Lake~—D.-
feription thereofi—Deer plentiful.—Mect a firange Indian~diter our
courfe from Weft North Weff to Wﬁ? by South.~~Crofs Catharwhachaga
River, Coffed Laée, Snow-Bird Lake, and Pike Lake.~Arrive gk a tent
of flrangers, who are.cmployed in fnaring decr in a poundo—Defeription
of the pound. —Method of pruceeding.— Remarks thereon.~—Procecd on
our journey—Meet with feveral parties of Indians; by one of. whom
1 fent a Letter to the Governor at Prince of Wales's Fort.—Arrive at
Thleweyazayetb—Employment there.— Proceed to the North North
Wefl and North——drrive at Clowey.~One of the Indian’s wives taken
in labonr.~—Remarks thereon. —Ciflams: a&ﬁm:d by the Narrbem In-
dians ‘on thofe occafions.

1770, N my arrival'at the Fort; 1-inf
November Mawnﬂbbfc S bmﬂg fﬂ near '

28, of Novcmbea; he arrlvgd.
difficulties and- hal‘d(hlp
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.folicited on this occafion to undertake a third excurfion,
that I willingly offered my {ervice ; which was readily ac-

cepted, as my abilities and approved courage, in perfe-
vering under difficulties, were thought noways inferigr to

the tatk.

I then determined to engage Matonabbee to be my
guide; to which he readily confented, and with a frecdom
of {peech and correétnefs of language not commonly met
with among Indians, not only pointed out the reafons
which had occafioned all our misfortunes in my two former
attempts, but defcribed the plan he intended to purfue;
which at the {amé time that it was highly fatisfactory to me,
did honour to his penetration and judgment ; -as it proved
him to be a man of extenfive obfervation with refpect to
times, feafons, and places; and well qualificd to explain
every thing that could contribute either to facilitate or re-
tard the cafe or progrefs of travelling in thofc dreary parts
of the world,

Having engaged Matonabbee, therefore, as my guide,
I began to make preparations for our departurc; but Mr.
Norton, the Governor, having been very fully occupied
in trading with a large body of Indians, it was the feventh
of. .,Dscember bcforc I could obtain from him my difpatches.
ﬂe ‘thiay not be i improper to obferve, that he again wanted
-w&fozcc fome of the home-guard Indians (who were

his
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his own rclations *) into our company, merely with a view
that they might engrofs all the credit of taking care of
' me

* Mr. Norton was an Indian; he was born at Prince of Wales’s Fort, bul:
had been in England nine years, and confidering the fmall fum which was
expended in his education, had made fome progrefs in literature. At his re-
turn to Hudfon’s Bay he entered into all the abominable vices of his countrymen,
He kept for his own ufe five or fix of the fineft Indian girls which he could
fele€t; and notwithftanding his own uncommon propenfity to the fair fex,
took every means in his power to prevent any European from having inter-
courfe with the women of the country; for which purpofe he proceeded to
the moft ridiculous length.  T'o his own friends and country he was fo partial,
that he fce more value on, and fhewed more refpect to one of their favourite
dogs, than he ever did to his firlt officer.  Ameong his miferable and ignorant
countrymen he paffed for a proficient in phylic, and always kept a box of
poifon, to admjnifter to thofe who refufed him their wives or daughters,

With all thefe bad qualities, no man took more pains to inculcate virtue,
morality, and continence on others; always painting, in the moft odious co-
lours, the jealous and revengeful difpofition of the Indians, when any atiempt
was nade to violate the chaftity of their wives or daughters. Ledtures of this
kind from a man of eftablifhed virrue might have had fome effeét; but when
they came from one who was known to live in open defiance of every law,
human and divine, they were always heard with mdlgn.mon, and confidered
as the h\pocrmcal cant of a fclfith debauchee, who erhtd to engrofa every
woman in the country to himfelf,

His apartments were not only convcmcnt but elegant, and always crowded
with favourite Indians: at night he locked the doors, and put- the keys under
tis pillow ; fo that in the morning his dining-room was generally, for the want
of neceffary conveniencies, worfe than a hog-ftye. As he advanced - years
his jealoufy increafed, and he actually poifoned two of his women becaufe he
thought them partial to other objects more fuitable to their: ages. He was a
moft notorious fmuggler; but though he put many thonfa.nds nto. the pockets
v the Caprains, he feldom put a fhilling into his own.

An
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me during the journey : but I had found them of fo little
ule in my two former attempts, that I abfolutely refufed
them; and by fo doing, offended Mr. Norton to fuch a
degree, that neither time nor abfence could ever after-

wards eradicate his diflike of me; fo that at my return he
ufed every means in his power to treat me ill, and to

render my life unhappy. However, to deal with candour
on this occafion, it muft be acknowledged to his bonour,
that whatever our private animofities might have been,
he did not fuffer them to interfere with' public bufinefs ;
and I was fitted out with ammunition, and every other
article which Matonabbee thought could be wanted. I
was alfo furnifhed, as before, with a f{inall affortment
of light trading goods, as prefents to the far diftant
Indians.

At laft T fucceeded in obtaining my inftru&ions, which
were as follows

An inflammation in his bowels occafioned his death on the 29th of De-
cember 17735 and though he died in the moft excruciating pain, he retained
his jealoufy to the laft; for a few minutes before he expired, happening to fee
an officer laying hold of the hand of one of his women who was ftanding by the
fire, he bellowed out, in as loud a voice as his fituation would admit, « God
€ de—n you for 3 be—=h, if Llive I'll knock out your brains.” A few minutes
afcf,r_ isna.kmg this elegant apoftrophe, he expired in the greateft agonies that
bly be conceived.

“ ORDERS
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¢¢ Oppers 7d INsTRUCTIONS Jfor Mr. SAMUEL

“ HreAarNE, going on his third Expedition to the
““ North of Churchill River, in queft of a North
““ Weft Paflage, Copper Mines, or any other thing
‘that may be ferviceable to the Britifh Nation in

generaly or the Hudfon’s Bay Co;zzpcmy in par-
ticular 3 in the year 1770.

[§

(11

L Y

¢ Mr. SaMueL HEARNE,

«“ SIR,.

“ Asyou have offered your fervice a third time to go
in fearch of the Copper Mine River, &c. and as' Ma-
parts,.xs willing to be your guide, we have acwrdmgly
engaged him for that fervice; but having no other
inftrument on the fame conflradtion with the quadrant
you had the misfortune to break; we have furnithed
you with an Elton’s quadrant; being the moft proper

infirument we can now procure for making obferva-
tions on the land. -

¢ The above Lea

r, Matonabbee, and a fcw of . is

beft men, wzugh_ he; m fcle&cd for t!xg; puspote, arc
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be careful to obferve the latitude and longitude, alfo
the courfe of the river, the deprh of the water, the
fituation of the Copper Mines, &c. but your firft in-
ftrudtions, of November fixth, one thoufand feven hun-
dred and fixty-nine, being fufficiently full, we refer
you to cvery part thereof for the better regulation of
your conduét during this journey.

““ As you and your Indian companions are fitted out
with t:vcry'tlliing that we think is neceffary, (or at leaft
as many ufeful articles as the nature of travelling in
thofe parts will admit of,) you are hereby defired to
proceed on your journey as foon as poffible ; and your
prefent guide has promifed to take great care of you,
and - condu@ you out and home with all convenient

{peed.

‘“ I conclude with my beft withes for your health and
happinefs, together with a fuccefsful journey, and a
quick return in fafety. Amen.
¥ (Signed)y Moses NorTon, Governor.
“ Dated at Prince of Wales’s Fort,
¢« 7th December, 1770."

On the feventh of December I fet out on my third

journey ; and the weather, confidering the feafon of the

year, was for fome days pretty mild.. One of Matonab.-
bee’s wives bcmg iHl, occafioned us to walk fo flow, thae
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it was the thirteenth before we arrived at Seal River; at
which time two men and their wives left us, whofe loads,
when added to thofc of the remainder of my crew, made
a very material difference,. efpecially as Matonabbee’s wife
was {o ill as to be obliged to be hauled on a fledge.

Finding deer and all other game very fcarce, and not
knowing how long it might be before we could reach any
placc where they were in greater plenty, the Indians
walked as far each day as their loads and other circum-
ftances would conveniently permit.  On the fixtcenth, we
arrived: at Egg River, where Matonabbee and the reft of
my crew had laid up fome provifions and other ncceffaries,
when on their journey to the Fort. On going to the
place where they thought the provifions had been care-
fully fecured from all kinds of wild beafts, they had the
mortification to find that fome of their countrymen, with
whom the Governor had firft traded and difpatched from
the Fort, had robbed the ftore of every article, as wéll as
of fome of their moft ufeful implements. This lofs was
more feverely felt, as there'was a total want of every kind
of game; and the Indians, not expe&ing to meet with
fo great a difappointment, had not ufed that ceconomy in
the expenditure of the oatmeal and other provifions which
they had received. at the Fort, asthey probably would have
done, had they not relied firmly on finding; a fupply at
this place. This difappointment and lofs was borne by the.
Indians, with the greateft fortitude; and I did not hear.

onc



NORTHERN OCEAN. 67

one of them breathe the leaft hint of revenge in cafe they 1770
thould ever difcover the offenders: the only cffe@ it had Bistmber.
on them was, that of making them put the beft foot fore-

moft. This was thought {o neceflary, that for fome time

we walked every day from morning till night. The days,
howéver, being thort, our fledges heavy, and fome of the

road very bad, our progrefs {cldom exceceded fixteen or
cighteen miles a day, and fome days we did not travel fo

much.

On the eighteenth, as we were continuing our courfe 18k
to the North Weft, up a {mall creek that empties itfelf
into Egg River, we faw the tracks of many deer which
had croffed that part a few days before ; at that time there
was not a frefh track to be feen: fome of the Indians,
however, who had lately paffed that way, had killed
more than they had occafion for, fo that feveral joints of
good, meat were found in their old tent-places; which,
though only fufficient for one good meal, were very ac-
ceptable, as we had been in exceeding ftraitened circum-
ftances for many days.

On the nineteenth, we purfued our courfe in the  igth.
North Weft quarter ; and, after leaving the above-men-
tioned creek, traverfed nothing but entire barren ground,
with empty bellies, till the twenty-feventh; for though  ;m.
we arrived at fome woods on the twenty-fixth, and faw
a few deer, four of which the Indians killed, they were

K 2 at



68

1770.
t-—“'\"-J
December.

A JOURNEY TO THE

at {o great a diftance from the place on which we lay, that
it was the twenty-feventh before the meat was brought
to the tents. Here the Indians propofed to continue one
day, under- pretence of repairing their fledges and fnow
thocs ; but from the little attention they paid to thofe
repairs, I was led to think that the want of food was the
chief thing that detained them, as they never ceafed

cating the whole day. Indeed for many days before we

had been in great want, and for the laft three days had
not tafted a morfel of any thing, except a pipe of tobacco
and a drink of fnow water; and as we walked daily from
moining till night, and were ail heavy laden, our ftrength
bepan to fail. - 1 muft confefs that I never {pent fo dull a
Chriftmas; and when I recolleGted the merry feafon which
was then Paﬁing, and refle®ed no, the immenfe quantitics,
and grcat variety of delicacies Wthh were then expend-
ing in every part of Chriftendom, and that with a pro-
fufion bordering on waite, I could not refrain from withing
myfelf again in Europe, if it had been only to have had an
opportunity of alleviating the extreme hunger which }
fuffered with the refufe of the table of any one of my
acquaintance. My Indians, however, ftill kept in good
fpirits; and as we were then acrofs all the barren greund,
and faw a few frefh tracks of deer, they began to think
that the worlt of the road was over for that winter, and
flattered me with the expe@tation of foon meeting with
deer and other ~game in greater plenty than we had doné
fince our departure from the Fort.

Early
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Early in the morning of the twenty-eighth, we again  1770.
fet out, and dire€ed our courfe to the Wefltward, through Gecenber
thick fhrubby woods, confifting chiefly of ill-fhaped  ***
ftunted pines, with {mall dwarf junipers, intermixed here
and there, particularly round the margins of ponds and
{fwarhps, with dwarf willow bufhes; and among the rocks
and {ides of the hills were allo fome fmall poplars.

On the thirtieth, we arrived at the Eaft fide of Ifland 5.,
Lake,~where the Indians killed two large buck deer; but
the rutting feafon was fo lately over, that their fleth was
only eatable by thofc who could not procure better food.
In the evening, Matonabbee was taken very ill; and from the
nature of his complaint, I judged his illnefs to have pro-
cceded from the enormous quantity of meat that he had
eat on the twenty-feventh, as he had been indifpofed ever
fince that time. Nothing is more common with thofe
Indiaps, after they have eat as much at a fitting as would
ferve fix moderate men, than to find themifelves out of
order ; but not one of them can bear to hear that it is the
effe of ecating too much: in defence of which they fay,
that the meaneft of the animal creation knows when
hunger is fatisfied, and will leave off accordingly. This,
however, 1is a falfe affertion, advanced knowingly in fup-
port of an abfurd argument ; for it is well known by them,
as well as @}l the Southern Indians, that the black bear,
who, for fize and the delicacy of its flefh, may juftly
be called a refpectable animal, is fo far from knowing

when
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when its hunger is fatisfied, that, in the Summer, when
the berries are ripe, it will gorge to fuch a degree, that it
frequently, and even daily, vomits up great quantities of
new-{wallowed fruit, before it has undergone any change
in the ftomach, and immediately renews its repaft with as
much eagernefs as before.

Notwithftanding the Northern Indians are at times fo
voracious, yet they bear hunger with a degree of fortitude
which, as Mr. Ellis juftly obferves of the Southern Indians,
¢ is much eafier to admire, than to imitate.” 1 have
more than once feen the Northern Indians, at the end of
three or four days fafting, as merry and jocofe on the fub-
je&, asif they had voluntarily impofed it on themfelves ;
and would afk each other in the plaineft terms, and in the
merrieft mood, If they had any jnclination for an intrigue
with a ftrange woman ? I muft acknowledge that examples
of this kind were of infinite {fervice to me, as they tended
to keep up m)} {pirits on thofe occafions, with a degree of
fortitude that would have been impoflible for me to have
done lad the Indians behaved in a contrary manner, and
exprefled any apprehenfion of ftarving.

Early in the morning of the thirty-firft, we con-
tinued our journey, and walked about fourteen miles
to the Weftward on Ifland Lake, where we fixed our
refidence ; but Matonabbee was at this time”fo ill as to
be obliged to be hauled on a fledge the whole day. The

next
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uext morning, however, he fo far recovered as to be ca-
pable of walking; when we proceeded on to the Weft

and Weft by North, about fixtcen miles farther on the:

fame Lake, till we arrived at two tents, which con-
tained the remainder of the wives and famlhes of my
guides, who had been waiting there for the return of their
hufbands from the Fort. Here we found only two men,
though there were upward of twenty women and child-
ren ; and as thofe two men had no gun or ammunition,
they had no other method of {upporting themfelves and the
women, but by catching fith, and fnaring a few rabbits «
the latter were fcarce, but the former were cafily caught in
confiderable numbers cither with nets or hooks. The
fpecics of fifh generally caught in the nets are tittemeg,,

pike, and barble ; and the only forts caught with hooks.

are trout, pike, burbut, and a {mall fifh, erroncoudly
gllcd by the Englith tench : the Southern Indians call it
the tqothed tittemeg, and the Northern Indians call it
sfaint eab. 'They are delicate eating ; being nearly as firm
as a perch, and generally very fat. They feldom exceed
a foot in length, and in fhape much refemble a gurnard,
except that of having a very long broad fin on the back,
like a perch, but this fin is not armed with fimilar
fpikes.  The . fcales are large, and of a footy brown.
They are generally moft eftecemed when broiled or roafted
with the fcales on, of courfe the fkin is not eaten.

As
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As the Captain [Matonabbee] and onc man were indii-
pofed, we did not move on the fecond of Janmary; but
early in the morning of the third fct out, and walked
about feven miles to the North Weftward, five of which
wese on the above mentioned Lakc; when the Indians
having killed two deer, we put up for the night.

Ifland Lake (near the center) is in latitude 60° 45’
North, and 102° 25” Weft longitude, from London ; and
is, at the part we crofled, about thirty-five miles wide -
but from the North Eaft to the South Weft it is much
larger, and entirely full of iflands, fo near to each other
as to make the whole Lake refemble a jumble of {erpentine
rivers and creeks; and it is celebrated by the natives as
abounding with great plenty of fine fith during the begin-
ning of the Winter. At different parts of this Lake moft
part of the wives and families of thofe Northern Indiarf
who vifit Prince of Wales’s Fort in O&ober and Nevem-
ber generally refide, and wait for their return ; as there is
little fear of their being in want of provifions, even with-
out the afliftance of 2 gun and ammunition, which is a
point of real confequence to them. The Lake is plenti-
fully fupplied with water from feveral fmall rivulets and
creeks which’ run into it at the South Weft end; and it
empties itfelf by ‘means of other fmall rivers which run
to the North Eaft, the principal of which is Nemace-a-
fecpee-a-fith, or Little Fifh River. Many of the iflands,

as
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as well as the main land round this Lake, abound with
dwarf woods, chiefly pines; but in fome parts intermixed
with larch and fmall birch trees. The land, like all the
reft which lies to the North of Scal River, is hilly, and full
of rocks; and though none of the hills are high, yct as
few of the woods grow on their fummits, they in gencral
fhew their fnowy heads far above the woods which grow
in the vallies, or thofe which are {cattered about their fides.

After leaving Ifland Lake, we continued our old courfe
between the Weft and North Weft, and travelled at the
eafy ratc of eight or nine miles a day. Provifions of all
kinds were fcarce till the fixteenth, when the Indians
killed twelve deer.  This induced us to put up, though
early in the day; and finding great plenty of dcer in the
neighbourhood of our little encampment, it was agreed
by all parties to remain a few days, in order to dry and
pouad fome meat to make it lighter for carriage.

Having, by the twenty-fecond, provided a fufhcicnt
frock of provifion, properly prepared, to carry with us, and
repaired our fledges and fnow-fhoes, we again purfued our
courfe in the North Weft quarter; and in the afternoon
fpoke with a ftranger, an Indian, who had one of Mato-
nabbee’swives under hiscare. He did not remain in our com-
pany above an hour, as he only fmoked part of a few pipes

with his friends, and returned to his tent, which could not
L be
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