74

1771.‘
L e |

January,

23d.

A JOURNEY TO THE

be far diftant from the place where we lay that night, as
the woman and her two children joined us next morning,
before we had taken down our tent and made ready for
moving. Thofe people were the firft ftrangers whom we
had mct fince we left the Fort, though we had travelled
fveral hundred miles; which is a proof that this part of
the country is but thinly inhabited. Itisa truth well
known to the natives, and doubtlefs founded on experi-
ence, that there are manv very extenfive trads of land
in thofc parts, which are incapable of affording fupport to
any number of the human race even during the fhort
time they arc pafling through them, in the capacity of
migrants, from one place to another ; much lefs are they
capable of affording a conftant fupport to thofe who
might wifh to make them their fixed refidence at any
fcafon of the year. Itis true, that fcw rivers or lakes
in thofe parts are entirely deftitute of fith; but the un-
certainty of meeting with a fufficient fupply for any con-
fiderable time together, makes the natives very cautious
how they put their whole dependance on that article, as it
has too frequently been the means of many hundreds being
ftarved to death.

By the twenty-third, deer were fo plentiful that the In-
dians feemed to think that, unlefs the feafon, contrary to
expeation and general experience, fhould prove unfa-
vourable, there would be no fear of our being in want of

provifions
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provifions during the reft of the Winter, as deer had always
been known to be in great plenty in the dire¢tion which
they intended to walk.

On the third of February, we continued our courfe
to the Weft by North and Weft North Weft, and were fo
near the edge of the woods, that the barren ground was
in fight to the Northward. As the woods trended away
to the Weft, we were obliged to alter our courfe to Weft
by South, for the fake of keeping among them, as well
as the deer. In the courfe of this day’s walk we faw fe-
veral ftrangers, fome of whom remained in our company,
while others went on their refpe&ive ways.

On the fixth, we crofled the main branch of Catha-
whachaga River ; which, at that part, is about three quar-
ters of a mile broad ; and after walking three miles farther,
came to the fide of Coffed Whoie, or Partridge Lake;
but the day being far fpent, and the weather exceﬂiuly
cold, we put up for the night.

Early in the morning of the feventh, the weather being
ferene and clear, we fet out, and crofitd the above mentioned
Lake; which at that part is about fourteen miles wide; but
from the South South Weft to North North Eaft is much
larger. It is impoflible to deferibe the intenfenefs of the
cold which we experienced this day; and the difpatch we
made in croffing the lake is almoft incredible, as it was
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performed by the greateft part of my crew in lefs than
two hours ; though fome of the women, who were heavy
Jaden, took a much longer time.  Several of the Indians
were much frozen, but none of them morce difagrecably fo
than one of Matonabbee’s wives, whofe thighs and but-
tocks were in a manner incrufted with froft; and when
thawed, feveral blifters arofe, nearly as large as theeps’ blad-
ders.  The pain the poor woman fuffered on this occafion
was greatly aggravated by the laughter and jeering of her
companions, who faid that fhe was rightly ferved for belt-
ing her clothes fo high. I muft acknowledge that T was
not in the number of thofe who pitied her, as I thought
fhe took too much pains to fhew a clean heel and good
leg ; her garters being always in fight, which, though by
no means confidered here as bordering on indccency, is
by far too airy to withftand the rigorous cold of a fe-
vere winter in a high Northern latitude. I doubt not
that the laughter of her companions was excited by fimilar

idcas.

When we got on the Weft fide of Partridge Lake we
continued our courfe for many days toward the Weft by
South and Weft South Weft; when deer were fo plentiful,
and the Indians killed {uch vaft numbers, that notwith-
ftanding we frequently remained three, four, or five days
in a place, to eat up the {poils of our hunting, yet at our
departure we frequently left great quantities of good meat
bchind us, which we could neither eat nor carry with us.

This



NORTHERN OCEAN.

This condué& is the more cxcufable among people whofe
wandering manner of life and contra¢ted idcas make
every thing appear to them as the effe& of mere chance.
The great uncertainty of their ever vifiting this or that
part a fecond time, induces them to think there is nothing
either wrong or improvident in living on the beft the
country will afford, as they are pafling through it from
place to place; and they feem willing that thofe who come
after them fhould take their chance, as they have done.

On the twenty-firft, we crofled The-whole-kyed
Whoie, or Snowbird Lake, which at that part was about
twelve or thirteen miles wide, though from North to South
it is much larger.  As deer were as plentiful as before, we
expended much time in killing and eating them. This
Matonabbee affured me was the beft way we could em-
ploy ourfelves, as the feafon would by no means permit us
to proceed in a direct line for the Copper-mine River 5 but
when the Spring advanced, and the deer began to draw out
to the barren ground, he would then, he faid, proceed in
{fuch a manner as to leave no room to doubt of our arrival
at the Copper-mine River in proper time.

On the fecond of March, we lay by the fide of Whool-
dyah’d Whoie or Pike Lake, and not far from Doo-baunt
Whoie River. On the next duy we began to crofs the above
mentoned Lake, but after walking {even miles on it to the
Weft South Weft, we arrived at a large tent of Northern

Indians,
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performed by the greateft part of my crew in lefs than
two hours; though fome of the women, who were heavy
Jaden, took a much longer time.  Scveral of the Indians
vere much frozen, but none of them more difagrecably fo
than one of Matonabbee’s wives, whofe thighs and but-
tocks were in a manner incrufted with froft; and when
thawed, feveral blifters arofe, nearly as large as theeps’ blad-
ders.  ‘The pain the poor woman fuffered on this occafion
was greatly aggravated by the laughter and jeering of her
companions, who faid that fhe was rightly ferved for belt-
ing her clothes fo high. 1 muft acknowledge that I was
not in the number of thofe who pitied her, as I thought
{he took too much pains to fhew a clean heel and good
leg; her garters being always in fight, which, though by
no means confidered here as bordering on indecency, is
by far too airy to withftand the rigorous cold of a fc-
vere winter in a high Northern latitude. I doubt not
that the laughter of her companions was excited by fimilar

ideas.

When we got on the Weft fide of Partridge Lake we
continued our courfe for many days toward the Weft by
South and Weft South Weft 5 when deer were fo plentiful,
and the Indians killed fuch vaft numbers, that notwith-
ftanding we frequently remained three, four, or five days
in a place, to eat up the {poils of our hunting, yet at our
Jdeparture we frequently left great quantities of good meat
bchind us, which we could neither eat nor carry with us.,

This



NORTHERN OCEAN.

This condu& is the more excufable among people whofe
wandering manner of life and contracted ideas make
every thing appear to them as the effe& of mere chance.
The great uncertainty of their ever vifiting this or that
part a fecond time, induces them to think there is nothing
eithér wrong or improvident in living on the beft the
country will afford, as they are paffing through it from
place to place ; and they feem willing that thofc who come
after them fhould take their chance, as they have done.

On the twenty-firft, we crofled The-whole-kyed
Whoie, or Snowbird Lake, which at that part was about
twelve or thirteen miles wide, though from North to South
it is much larger.  As deer were as plentiful as before, we
expended much time in killing and ecating them. This
Matonabbee affured me was the beft way we could em-
ploy ourfelves, as the feafon would by no means permit us
to pgoceed in a direct line for the Copper-mine River 5 but
when the Spring advanced, and the deer began to draw out
to the barren ground, he would then, he faid, proceed in
fuch a manner as to leave no room to doubt of our arrival
at the Copper-mine River in proper time.

On the fecond of March, we lay by the fide of Whool-
dyah’d Whoie or Pike Lake, and not far from Doo-baunt
Whoie River. On the next day we began to crofs the above
mentoned Lake, but after walking feven miles on it to the
Weft South Weft, we arrived at a large tent of Northern
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Indians, who had been living there from the beginning
of the Winter, and had found a plentiful fubfiftence by
catching deer in a pound. This kind of .employment is
performed in the following manner :

When the Indians defign to impound deer, they look
out for one of the paths in which a number of them
have trod, and which is obferved to be ftill frequented by
them. When thefe paths crofs a lake, a wide river, or a
barren plain, they are found to be much the beft for the
purpofe; and if the path run through a clufter of woods,
capable of affording materials for building the pound, it
adds confiderably to the commodioufnefs of the fituation.
"The pound is built by making a firong fence with bruthy
trees, without obferving any degree of regularity, and the
work is continued to any extent, according to the pleafure
of the builders. 1 have feen {fome that were not lefs than
a mile round, and am informed that there are others ftill
more extenfive. The door, or entrance of the pound,
is not larger than a common gate, and the infide is fo
crowded with fmall counter-hedges as very much to re-
femble a maze; in every opening of which they fet a fnare,
made with thongs of parchment deer-fkins well twifted
together, which are amazingly ftrong. One end of the
{nare is ufually made faft to a growing pole; but if no
onc of a fufficient fize can be found near the place where
the fnare is {et, a loofe pole is fubftituted in its room, which
is always of fuch fize and length that a deer cannot drag it

far
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far before it gets entangled among the other woods, which
are all left ftanding except what is found neceflary for
making the fence, hedges, &c.

The pound being thus prepared, a row of {mall brufh-
wood is ftuck up in the fnow on each fide the door or
entrance ; and thefe hedge-rows are continued along the
open part of the lake, river, or plain, where neither ftick
nor ftump befides is to be feen, which makes them the
more diftinétly obferved. Thefe poles, or bruth-wood,
are generally placed at the diftance of fifteen or twenty
yards from each other, and ranged in fuch a manncr as to
form two fides of a long acute angle, growing gradually
wider in proportion to the diftance they extend from the
entrance of the pound, which fometimes is not lefs than
two or three miles; while the deer’s path is exadly
along the middle, between the two rows of brufh-wood.

Indians employed on this {ervice always pitch their tent
on or near to an eminence that affords a commanding pro-
{pe&t of the path leading to the pound; and when they
fec any deer going that way, men, women, and child-
ren walk along the lake or river-fide under cover of the
woods, till they get behind them, then ftep forth to
open view, and proceed towards the pound in the form
of a crefcent. The poor timorous deer finding them-
felves purfued, and at the fame time taking the two rows
of brufhy poleos to be two ranks of people ftationed

3 to
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to prevent their pafling on cither fide, run ftraight for-
ward in the path till they get into the pound. ‘The In-

dians then clofe in, and block up the entrance with fome

brufhy trees, that have been cut down and lic at hand
for that purpofe. The deer being thus enclofed, the
women and children walk round the pound, to prevent
them from breaking or jumping over the fence, while the
men are employed ipearing fuch as are entangjlcd in the
fnares, and fhooting with bows and arrows thofe which
remain loofe in the pound.

This method of hunting, if it deferve the name, is fome-
times fo {uccefsful, that many families fubfift by it with-
out having occafion to move their tents above once or twice

during the courfe of a whole winter; and when the

Spring advances, both the deer and Indians draw out to
the Eaftward, on the ground which is entirely barren, or
at eaft what is fo called in thofe parts, as it neither “pro-
duces trees or fhrubs of any kind, fo that mofs and
fome little grafs is all the herbage which is to be found on
it. Such an eafy way of procuring a comfortable main-
tenance in the Winter months, (which is by far the worft
time of the year,) is wonderfully well adapted to the fup-
port of the aged and infirm, but is too apt to occafion
a habitual indolence in the young and adtive, who fre-
quently fpend a whole Winter in this indolent man-
ner: and as thofe parts of the country are almoft def-
titute of every animal of the furr kind, it cannot be fup-

pofed
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pofed that thofe who indulge themfelves in this indolent
method of procuring food can be malters of any thing
for trade; whereas thofe who do not get their livelihood
at fo eafy a rate, generally procure furrs enough during
the Winter to purchafe a fufhicient {fupply of ammunition,
and other European goods, to laft them another year.
This is nearly the language of the more induftrious among
them, who, of courfe, are of moft importance and value
to the Hudfon’s Bay Company, as it is from them the
furrs arc procured which compofe the greateft part of
Churchill trade.  But in my opinion, there cannot exift a
ftronger proof that mankind was not created to enjoy hap-
pinefs in this world, than the condu& of the miferable
beings who inhabit this wretched part of it; as none but
the aged and infirm, the women and children, a few of
the more indolent and unambitious part of them, will
fubmit to remain in the parts where food and clothing
are procured in this eafy manper, becaufc no animals are
- produced there whofe furrs are valuable. And what do the
more induftrious gain by giving themfelves all this addi-
tional trouble? The real wants of thefe people are few,
and eafily fupplied; a hatchet, an ice-chifel, a file, and
a knife, areall that is required to enable them, with a lictle
induftry, to procure a comfortable livelihood; and thofe
who endeavour to poflefs more, are always the moft un-
happy, and may, in fa&@, bc faid to be only flaves and
carriers to the reft, whofe ambition never leads them
to any thing beyond the means of procuring foed
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and clothing.. It is true, the carriers pride themfelves
much on the refpe¢t which is fhewn to them at the
Fa&ory ; to obtain which they frequently run great rifques
of being ftarved to death in their way thither and back ;
and all that they can poffibly get there for the furrs they
procure after a ycar's toil, feldom amounts to more than is
{ufficient to yield a bare fubfiftence, and a few furrs for
the enfuing year’s market ; while thofe whom they call
indolent and mean-fpirited live generally in a ftate of
plenty, without trouble or rifque ; and confequently muft
be the moft happy, and, in truth, the moft independent
alfo. It muft be allowed that they are by far the greateft
philofophers, as they never give themfelves the trouble to
acquirc what they can do well enough without. The
deer they kill, furnifhes them with food, and a variety of
warm and comfortable clothing, either with or without
the hair, according as the feafons requirc ; and it muft be
very hard indeed, if they cannot get furrs enough in the
courfe of two or three years, to purchafea hatchet, and fuch
other edge-tools as are neceffary for their purpofe. In-
deed, thofe who take no concern at all about procuring
furrs, have generally an opportunity of providing them-
felves with all their real wants from their more induftrious
countrymen, in exchange for provifions, and ready-dsefled

fkins for clothing,

It is undoubtedly the duty of every one of the Com-

pany’s fervants to encourage a fpirit of induftry among
the



NORTHERN OCEAN.

the natives, and to ufe every means in their power to in-
duce them to procure furrs and other commodities for trade,
by afluring them of a ready purchafe and good payment
for every thing they bring to the Factory: and I can truly
fay, that this has ever been the grand obje@ of my at-
tentioh. But I muft at the fame time confefs, that fuch
condu& is by no means for the real benefit of the poor
Indians; it being well known that thofe who have the leaft
intercourfe with the Fa&ories, are by far the happieft.  As
their whole aim is to procure a comfortable f{ubfiftence,
they take the moft prudent methods toaccomplithit ; and
by always following the lead of the deer, are feldom ex-
pofed to the griping hand of famine, fo frequently felt by
thofe who are called the annual traders. It is true, that
there are few of the Indians, whofe manner of life I have
juft defcribed, but have once in their lives at leaft vifited
Pringe of Wales’s Fort; and the hardfhips and dangers
which mcft of them experienced on thofe occafions, have
left fuch a lafting impreffion on their minds, that nothing
can induce them to repeat their vifits: nor is it, in fa&,
the intereft of the Company that people of this eafy turn,
and who require only as much iron-work at a time as can
be purchafed with three or four beaver fkins, and that
only once in two or three years, fhould be invited to the
Factories; becaufe what they beg and fteal while there,
is worth, in the way of trade, three times the quantity
of furrs which they bring. For this reafon, it is much
more fot the intereft of the Company that the an-
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nual traders fhould buy up all thofe {mall quantities of

furrs, and bring them in their own name, than that a
parcel of beggars fhould be encouraged to come to the
Fad&ory with fcarcely as many furrs as will pay for the
victuals they eat while they are on-the plantation..

1. have often heard it obferved, that the Indians who
attend the deer-pounds might, in the courfe of a Win-
ter, colle¢t a vaft number of pelts, which would well
deferve the attention of thofe who are called carriers or
traders ; but it is a truth, though unknown to thofe fpe-
culators, that the deer fkins at that feafon are not only as,
thin as a bladder, but are alfo full of warbles, which ren-
der them of little or no value. Indeed, were they a more
marketable commodity than they really are, the remote
fituation of thofe pounds from the Company’s Fa&ories,
muft for ever be an unfurmountable barrier to the Indians
bringing any of thofe fkins'to trade. The fame obfervatien
may be made of all the other Northern Indians, whofe chief
fupport, the whole year round, isvenifon ; but the want of
heavy draught in Winter, and water-carriage in Summer,
will not permit them to bring many deer fkins to market,
not even thofe that are in feafon, and for which there has
always been great encouragement given.

We ftopped. only one night in company with the In-
dians whom we met on Pike Lake, and in the morning
of the faurth, proceeded ta crofs. the. remainder of that

' Lal{c »
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Lake ; but, though the weather was finc, and though
the Lake was not more than twenty-feven miles broad at
the place where we croffed it, yet the Indians loft fo much
time at play, that it was the feventh before we arrived on
the Weft fide of it. During the whole time we were
crofling it, each night we found either points of land, or
iflands, to put up in. On the eighth, we lay a little to
the Eaft North Eaft of Black Bear Hill, where the In-
dians killed two deer, which were the firft we had {een
for ten days; but having plenty of dried meat and fat
with us, we were by no means in want during any part
of that time. On the ninth, we proceeded on our courfe
to the Weftward, and foon met with as great plenty of
deer as we had feen during any part of our journey;
which, no doubt, made things go on {mooth and eafy:
and as the Spring advanced, the rigour of the Winter na-
tusally abated, fo that at times we had fine pleafant
weather over-head, though it was never fo warm as to

occafion any thaw, unlefs in fuch places as lay expofed to--

the mid-day fun, and were fheltered from all the cold
winds.

On the nineteenth, as we were continuing our courfe to
the Weft and Weft by South, we faw the tracks of {everal
firangers; and on following the main path, we arrived
that night at five tents off Northern Indians, who had re-
fided there great part of the Winter, fnaring deer in the
fame manner as thofe before mentioned. Indeed, it {hould

feem
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fcem that this, as well as fome other places, had been
frequented more than once on this occafion ; for the wood
that had been cut down for fewcl, and other ufes, wasalmoft
incredible.  Before morning, the weather became fo bad,
and the ftorm continued to rage with fuch violence, that we
did not move for feveral days ; and as fome of the Indians
we met with at this place were going to Prince of Wales’s
Fort in the Summer, 1 embraced the opportunity of fcndmg
by them a Letter to the Chief at that Fort, agrecably to the
tenor of my inftru&tions. By {umming up my courfes and
diftances from my laft obfervation, for the weather at that
time would not permit me to obferve, I judged myfelf to
be in latitude 61° 30" North, and about 19° 60" of longi-
tude to the Weft of Churchill River.  This, and fome
accounts of the ufage I received from the natives, with my
opinion of the future fuccefs of the journey, formed the

contents of my Letter.

On the twenty-third, the weather became fine and mo-
derate, fo we once more purfued our way, and the next
day, as well as on the twenty-fixth, faw feveral more
tents of Northern Indians, who were employed in the
fame manner as thofe we had formerly met; but fome of
them having had bad fuccefs, and being relations or ac-
quaintances of part of my crew, joined our company, and
procceded with us to the Weftward. Théugh' the deer
did nat then kecp regular paths, fo as to enable the In-
dians to catch them in pounds, yet they were to be rifet

with
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with in great abundance in {cattered herds; fo that my
companions killed as many as they pleafed with their
guns.

We ftill continued our courfc to the Weft and Weft by
South, and on the eighth of April, arrived at a {mall
Lake, called Thelewey-aza-yeth; but with what propriety
it is fo called I cannot difcover, for the meaning of
Thelewey-aza-yeth is Little Fifh Hill: probably fo called
from a high hill which ftands on a long point near the
Weft end of the Lake. On an ifland in this Lake we
pitched our tents, and the Indians finding deer very nu-
merous, determined to ftay here fome time, in order to
dry and pound meat to take with us; for they well knew,
by the feafon of the year, that the decr were then draw-
ing out to the barren ground, and as the Indians propofed
to walk due North on our leaving the Lake, it was un-
certain when we fhould again meet with any more. As
Aeverai Indians had during the Winter joined our party,
our number had now increafed to feven tents, which in
the whole contained not lefs than feventy perfons.

Agreeably to the Indians’ propofals we remained at
Thelewey-aza-yeth ten days; during which time my
companions were . bufily cmployed (at their intervals
from hunting) in preparing fmall ftaves of birch-wood,
about one and.a quarter inch {quare, and feven or eight
feet long. Thefe ferve as tent-poles all the Summer,
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while on the barren ground ; and as the fall advances, are
converted into fnow-fhoe frames for Winter ufe.  Birch-
rind, together with timbers and other wood-work for
building canoss, were alfo another obje& of the Indian’s
attention while at this place; but as the canoes were not
to be fet up till our arrival at Clowey, (which was many
miles diftant,) all the wood-work was reduced to its pro-
per fize, for the fuke of making it light for carriage.

As to myfclf, I had little to do, except to make a few
obfervations for determining the latitude, bringing up my
journal, and filling up my chart to the prefent time. I
found the latitude of this place 61° 30" North, and its
longitude, by my account, 1¢° Weft of Prince of Wales’s
Fort.

Having a good ftock of dried provifiens, and moft of
the neceffary work for canoes all ready, on the eightcenth
we moved about nine or ten miles to the North ‘North.
Weft, and then came to a tent of Northern Indians who
were tenting on the North fide of Thelewey-aza River.
From thefe Indians Matonabbee purchafed another wife ;
fo that he had now no lefs than feven, moft of whom
would for fize have made good grenadiers. He prided
himfelf much in the height and ftrength of his wives, and
would frequently fay, few women would carry or haul
heavier loads; and though they had, in'general, a very maf-
culine appearance, yet he preferred them to thofe of a

more
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morc dclicate form and moderate ftature. In a country
like this, where a partner in exceffive hard labour is the
chief motive for the union, and the fofter endearments
of a conjugal life are only confidered as a fecondary.
obje&, there feems to be great propriety in fuch a choice;
but if all the men were of this way of thinking, what
would become of the greater part of the women, who in
general are but of low ftature, and many of them of a moft
delicate make, though not of the exa&eft proportion, or
moft beautiful mould? Take them in a body, the women
are as deftitute of real beauty as any nation I ever faw,
though there are fome few of them, when young, who are
tolerable ; but the care of a family, added to their con-
ftant hard labour, foon make the moft beautiful among
them look old and wrinkled, even before they arc thirty ;
and feveral of the morc ordinary ones at that age are perfe@
antidotes to love and gallantry.  This, howcever, docs not
renMer them lefs dear and valuable to their owners, which
is a lucky circumftance for thofe women, and a certain
proof that therc is no fuch thing as any rule or ftandard
for beauty. Afk a Northern Indian, what is beauty ? he
we will anfwer, a broad flat face, fmall eyes, high cheek-
bones, three or four broad black lines a-crofs each cheek,
a low forchead, a large broad chin, a clumfy hook-nofe,
a tawney hide, and breafts hanging down to the belt.
Thofe beauties are greatly heightened, or at leaft rendered
more valuable, when the pofleffor is capable of drefling
all kinds of fkins, converting them into the different parts
N of
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1771, of their clothing, and able to carry cight or ten * flone
(e

in Summer, or haul a much greater weight in Winter.

i}

Thefe, and other fimilar accomplithments, are all that

-are fought after, or expeéted, of a Northern Indian woman.

As to their temper, 1t is-of little confequence 5 for the men
have a wondcrful facility in making the moft ftubborn
comply with as much alacrity as could pofiibly be expeéted
from thofe of the mildeft and moft obliging turn of mind;
{o that the only real difference 1s, the one obeys through fear,
and the other complies cheerfully from a willing mind; both
knowing that what is commanded muft be done. They
are, in fa&, all kept at a great diftance, and the rank they
hold in the opinion of the men cannot be better exprefled
or explained, than by obferving the method of treating
or ferving them at meals, which would appear very humi-
liating, to an Europcan woman, though cuftom makes it
fit light on thofe whofe lot it is to bear it. It is neceffyry
to obferve, that when the men kill any large beaft, (the
women are always fent to bring it to the tent: wher it is
brought there, every operation it undergoes, fuch as {pht-
ting, drying, pounding, &c. is performed by the women.
When any thing is to be prepared for eating, it is the
women who cook it; and when-it is done, the wives
and daughters of the greateft Captains in the country are
never ferved, till all the males, even thofe who are in the
capacity of fervants, have eaten what they think proper;

* The ftone here meant is fourteen pounds.
and
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and in times of fcarcity it is frequently their lot to be left
without a fingle morfel. It is, however, natural to think
they takc the liberty of helping themfelves in fecret ; buy
this muft be done¢ with great prudence, as capital em-
bezzlements of provifions in fuch times aic looked on as
affairs Qf rcal confequence, and frequently fubjeét them to
a very fevere beating.  If they are praétifed by a woman
whofe youth and inattention to domeftic concerns cannot
plead in her favour, they will for ever be a blot in her
chara&er, and few men will chufe to have her for a wife.

Finding plenty of good birch growing by the fide of
Theley-aza River, we remained there for a few days, in
order to complete all the wood-work for the canoes, as
well as for every other ufe for which we could poflibly
want it on the barren ground, during our Summer’s
criife.  On the twentieth, Matonabbee fent one of his
bro‘ﬂ}ers, and fome others, a-head, with birch-rind and
wood-work for a canoe, and gave them orders to procced
to a {mall Lake ncar the barren ground called Clovey,
where they werg defired to make all pofible hafte in build-
ing the canoe, that it might be ready on our arrival.

Having finifhed fuch wood-work as the Indians thought
would be neceflary, and having augmented our ftock
of dried meat and fat, the twenty-firft was appointed
for moving ; but one of the women having been taken
in labour, and it being rather an extraordinary cafe, we

N 2 were
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were detained more than two days.  The inftant, how-
cver, the poor woman was delivered, which was not
until the had fuffered all the pains ufually felt on thofe
occafions for near fifty-two hours, the fignal was made

formoving when the poor creature took her infant on
her back and fet out with the rcft of the company;
and though another perfon bad the humanity to haul
her fledge for her, (for onc day only,) fhe was obliged to
carry a confiderable load befide her little charge, and was
frequently obliged to wade knee-deep in water and wet
fnow. Her very looks, exclufive of her moans, were a
fufficient proof of the great pain fhe endured, infomuch
that although fhe was a perfon I greatly difliked, her dif-
trefs at this time {o overcame my prejudice, that I never
felt more for any of her fex in my life; indeed her {ighs
pierced me to the foul, and rendered me very miferable,
as it was not in my power to relieve her.

When a Northern Indian woman is taken in labour,
a {fmall tent is ere&ed for her, at fuch a diftance from
the other tents that her cries cannot eafily be heard,
and the other women and young girls are her conftant
vifitants : no male, except children in arms, ever offers
to approach her. It is a circumftance perhaps to be la-
mented, that thefe people never attempt to affift each
other on thofe occafions, even in the moft critical cafes.
"This is in fome meafure owing to delicacy, but more pro-
bably to an opinion they cntertain that nature is abun-

dantly
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dantly fufficient to perform every thing requited, without
any external help whatever.  When 1 informed them
of the afliftance which European womcen derive from
the fkill and attention of our midwives, they treated it
\with the utmoft contempt; ironicaily obferving, ¢ that
¢ the many hump-backs, bandy-legs, and other deformi-
¢ tics, fo frequent among the Englith, were undoubtedly
“ owing to the great fkill of the perfons who afliftcd in
¢ bringing them into the world, and to the extraordinary
¢ carc of their nurfes afterward.”

A Northern Indian woman after child-birth is rec-
koned unclean for a month or five weeks; during which
time fhe always remains in a fmall tent placed at a little
diftance from the others, with only a female acquaintance
or two; and during the whole time the father never fees
the child. Their reafon for this pra&ice is, that children
when firft born are fometimes not very fightly, having in
general large heads, and but little hair, and are, moreover,
often difcoloured by the force of the labour; fo that were
the father to fee them to fuch great difadvantage, he might
probably take a diflike to them, which never afterward
could be removed.

The names of the children are always given to them
by the parents, or fome perfon near of kin.  Thofe of the
boys are various, and generally derived from fome place,
feafon, or animal; the names of the girls are chiefly

tuken
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taken from fome part or propcrty of a Martin {uch
as, the White Martin, the Black Martin, the Summer
Martin, the Martin’s Head, the Martin’s Foot, the Martin’s
Heart, thce Martin’s Tail, &c. *

On the twenty-third, as I hinted above, we began
to move forward, and to {hapc our courfe ncarly North;
but the weather was in gencral fo hot, and fo much fhow
had, in confequence, been melted, as made it bad walking
in fnow-fhocs, and fuch cxceeding heavy hauling, that it
was the third of May bcfore we could arrive at Clowey,
though the diftance was not above cighty-five miles from
Thelewey-aza-yeth.  In our way we crofied part of two
{fmall Lakes, called Tittameg Lake and Scartack Lake ;
neither of which are of any note, though both abound

with fine fith,

" Matonabbee had eight wives, and they were all called Martins,

CHAP.
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CHAUP V.

Tranfactions at Clowey, and on our Journey, till our
Arrival at the Copper-mine River,

sceveralsflrange Indians join wus.—Indians employed building canoes ; de-
Seription and ufe of them—More Indians join us, 1o the amount of
SJome hundreds.—Leave Clonwey.—Reccive intelligence that Keelfhics
was near us—T oo young men difpatched for my letters and Loods—
Arrive at Pefbeww Lake ; crofs part of it, and make a large finoke.—
One of Matonabbed's weives elopes.~Some remarks on the natives.~—Keel-
thies joins us, and delrvers my letters, but the goods were all expended.
— A Northern Indian 'w:_"/l?e.r to take one gf Malonabbes’s wvives
Jrom bim ; matters compromifed, but bad like to bave proved fatal t
my progrefs.—Crofs Pofberw Lake, when I make proper arrongements for
the remainder of my jum'm;}'.—ﬂ’fﬂn_‘p Indians Join onr party, i oorder
to make war on the Ffguimaux at the Cepper River.—Preparotiions
made jfor that purpefe while at Clowey—Proceed on our journey to th
North.—Some remarks on the way.—Crofs Cogead Lake vn the ice.—
Tie Sun did not fet.—Arrive at Congecathawhachaga~Find feveral
Cr)ltcr Indians there—~—Rcemarks and tranfuions during our flay ot
Congecathawhachaga.~—Proceed on our journey.—Meatler very bad.—
Arrive at the Stoney Mountains—>Some account of them—Crifi purt
of Buffalo Lake on the ice.~Saw many mufk-oxen—Deferiptivie of
them—Went with fome Indians to view Grizzle-bear Hill—foir u
Sfrange Northern Indian Leader, called O'lye, in company with fome
Copper Indians—Their bebaviour to me.~.drrive at the Copper-mine
River.

HE Lake Clowey is not much more than twelve —
miles broad in the wideft part. ~ A {mall river which —m—
réns into it on the Weft fide, is faid by the Indians to

join the Athabufcow Lake.
On.
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On our arrival at Clowey on the third of May, we
found that the Captain’s brother, and thofe who were fent
z-head with him from Theley-aza River, had only got
there two days before us ; and, on account of the weather,
had not made the leaft progrefs in building the canoe, the
plan of which they had taken with them. The fame day
we got to Clowey feveral other Indians joined wus from
different quarters, with intent to build their canoes at the
fame placc. Some of thofe Indians had refided within
four or five miles, to the South Eaft of Clowcey all the
Winter; and had procured a plentiful livelihood by
fnaring deer, in the manner which has been already de-
fcribed.

Immediately after our arrival at Clowey, the Indians
began to build their canoes, and embraced every conve-
nient opportunity for that purpofe: but as warm and dry
weather only is fit for this bufinefs, which was b{ no
means the cafe at prefent, it was the eighteenth of May
before the canoes belonging to my party could be com-
pleted. On the nineteenth we agreed to proceed on our
journey ; but Matonabbee’s canoe meeting with fome
damage, which took near a whole day to repair, we were
detained till the twentieth.

Thofe veflels, though made of the fame materials with -
the canoes of the Southern Indians, differ from them both
in fhape and conftru&iop ; they are allo much {maller and

lighter,
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lighter ; and though very flight and fimple in%heir con-
ftru&ion, are neverthelefs the beft that could poflibly be
contrived for the ufe of thofe poor people, who are fre-

uently obliged to carry them a hundred, and fometimes
g\pndred and fifty miles at a time, without having occa-
fion to nut them into the water. Indced, the chicf ufe of
theic canoes is to ferry over unfordable rivers; though
{ometimes, and at a few places, it muft be acknowledged,
that they are of great {ervice in killing deer, as they enable
the Indians to crofs rivers and the narrow parts of lakes;
they are alfo ufeful in killing fwans, geefe, ducks, &c. in
the moulting feafon.

All the tools ufed by an Indian in building his canoe,
as well as in making his fnow-fhoes, and every other kind
of wood-work, confift of a hatchct, a knife, a file, and
an awl ; in the ufe of which they are fo dextrous, that
every thing they make is executed with a neatnefs not to
be excelled by the moft expert mechanic, affifted with
every tool he could with.

In {hape the Northern Indian canoce bears fome refem-
blance to a weaver’s fhuttle ; being flat-bottomed, with
ftraight upright fides, and fharp at each end ; but the ftern
1s by far the wideft part, as there the baggage is generally
laid, and occafionally a {econd perfon, wlio alwaysliesdown

at full ]ength in the bottom of the canoe. In this man-
ner they carry one another acrois rivers and the narrow.
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parts of lakes in thofe little veffels, which feldom exceed
twelve or thirteen feet in length, and are from twenty
inches to two feet broad in the wideft part. The head,
or fore part, is unneceflarily long, and narrow; and.
is all covered over with birch-bark, which adds confid#r-
ably to the weight, without contributing to the /bbrthen
of the veflel. In general, thefe Indians make ufe of the
fingle paddle, though a few have double ones, like the
Efquimaux : the latter, however, are feldom ufed, but
by thofe who lic in wait to kill deer as they crofs rivers
and narrow lakes *.

During our ftay at Clowey we were joined by upward
of two hundred Indians from different quarters, moft of
whom built canoes at this place; but as I was under the
prote&ion of a principal man, no one offered to moleft

* See Plate IV. where Fig. A reprefents the bottom of the canoe, , Fig. B
being the fore-part. Fig. C is the complete frame of one before it is covered
with the bark of the birch-tree: it is reprefented on an artificial bank, whick'
the natives raife to build it on. Fig. D is an end-view of a fet of timbers,
bent and lathed in their proper fhape, and left to dry. Fig. E is the repre-
fentation of a complete cance. Fig. F reprefents one of their paddles.
Fig. G a fpear with which they kill deer; and Fig. H, their mode of carrying

the canoe. _

The following references are to the feveral parts of the cance: Fig. C.
1. The ftem. 2. The ftern-poft. 3. Two forked fticks fupporting the
ftem and ftern-poft. 4. The gunwales. 5. Small rods placed between the
timbers and birch-back that covers them. 6. The timbers. 7. The keelfon,
8. Large ftones placed there to keep the bottom fteady till the fides are
fewed on, '

me,
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me, nor can I fay they were very clamorous for any thing
I had. This was undoubtedly owing to Matonabbee’s in~
forming them of my true fituation; which was, that I
had not, by any means, fufficient ncceflaries for mylelf,
mch lefs to give away. The few goods which T had with
me weis intended to be réferved for the Copper and Dog-
ribbed Indians, who never vifit the Company’s Fa&ories.
Tobacco was, however, always given away; for every one
of any note, who joined us, expeéted to bc treated with a few
pipes, and on fome occafions it was fcarcely poflible to get oft
without prefenting a few inches * to them ; which, with
the conftant fupplies which I was obliged to furnith my
own crew, decreafed that article of my ftock fo faft, that
notwithftanding I had yet advanced {o {mall a part of my
journey, more than one half of my ftore was expended.
Gun-powder and fhot alfo were articles commonly afked for
by moft of the Indians we met ; and in general thefe were
dealt round to them with a liberal hand by my guide Ma-
.tonabbee. I muft, however, do him the juftice to ac-
knowledge, that what he diftributed was all his own,
which he had purchafed at the Faétory; to my certain
knowledge he bartered one hundred and fifty martins’
{kins for powder only ; befides a great number of beaver,
and other furrs, for fhot, ball, iron-work, and tobacco,
purpofely to give away among his countrymen ; as he had
certainly as many of thefe articlcs given to him as were, in

* The tobacco ufed in I{udfon’s Bay is the Brafil tobacco; which is twifted
into the form of a rope, of near an inch diameter, and then wound into 2
large roll; from which it is taken by meafure} of length, for the natives.

his
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his opinion, fufficient for our fupport during our journey
out and home,

Matonabbee’s canoe having been repaired, on the twen-
tieth we left Clowey, and procceded Northward. That
morning a {mall gang of ftrangers joined us, who j.formed
my guide, that Captain Keelfhies was within a diy’s walk
to the Southward.  Keclfhies was the man by whom 1 had
fent a letter to Prince of Wales’s Fort, from Catha-
whachaga, in the beginning of July one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy ; but not long after that, having the
misfortune to break my quadrant, I was obliged to return
to the Fort a fecond time; and though we faw many
{mokes, and fpoke with feveral Indians on my return
that year, yet he and I miffed each other on the barren
ground, and I had not {een or heard of him fince that time.

As Matonabbee was defirous that [ fhould receive my
letters, and alfo the goods I had written for, he difpatched
two of his young men to bring them. We continued
our journey to the Northward; and the next day
faw feveral large fmokes 4t a great diftance to the Eaftward
on the barren ground, which were fuppofed to be made
by fome parties of Indians bound to Prince of Wales's

Fort with furrs and other commodities for trade.

On the twenty-fecond and twcnty—third', we prbceeded
to the North, at the rate of fourtcen or fifteen miles
a-day; and in the evering of the latter, got clear of all

tae
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the woods, and lay on the barren ground. The fame 1771
gvening the two young men who were fent for my let- My
ters, &c. returned, and told me that Keelthics had pro-.

mifed to join us in a few days, and deliver the things to

me with his own hand.

The'\went-y—fourth proved bad and rainy weather, fo 2t
that we only walked about feven miles, when finding a
few blafted ftumps of trees, we pitched our tents. It was
well we did fo, for toward night we had exceffively bad
weather, with loud thunder, ftrong lightning, and heavy
rain, attended with a very hard gale of wind from the
South Weft; toward the next morning, however, the
wind veered round to the North Weft, and the weather
became intenfely cold and frofty. We walked that day
about eight miles to the Northward, when we were
obliged to put up, being almoft benumbed with cold.
There we found a few dry ftumps, as we had done the day

before, which ferved us for fewel *
The

* | have obferved, during my feveral jomnics in thofe parts, that all the wau
to the North of Seal River the edge of the wood is faced with old withered
ftumps, and trees which have been blown down by the wind. Tley are maflly
of the fort which is called here Juniper, but were feldom of any confiderable
fize. Thofe blafted trees are found in fome parts to extend to the diflance of
twenty miles from the living woods, and detached patches of them are much
farther off ; which is a proof that the cold has been increafing in thofe parts.
for fome ages. Indeed, fome of the older Northern Indians have affured me,
that they have heard their fithers and grandfathers fay, they remembered the
greateflt part of thofe places where the trees are now blafted and dcad, in a

flourifhing
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The weather on the twenty-fixth was fo bad, with fnhow
and thick drifting fleet, that we did not move ; but the
next morning proving fine and pleafant, we dried our
things, and walked about twelve miles to the Northward ;
moit of the way on the ice of a fmall river which runs
into Pethew Lake*.  We then faw a fmoke to the/South-
ward, which we judged to be made by Keelfhigs, fo we
put up for the mght by the fide of the above-mentioned
Lake, where I cxpe@ed we fhould have waited for his
arrival ; but, to my grecat furprize, on the morrow we
again fet forward, and walked twenty-two miles to the
Northward on Pethew Lake, and in the afternoon pitched
our tents on an ifland, where, by my defire, the Indians
made a large fmoke, and propofed to ftay a day or two for
Captain Keelfhies.

In the night, one of Matonabbee’s wives and another
woman cloped: it was fuppofed they went off to the
Eaftward, in order to meet their former hufbands, from

’

Rourifhing ftate ; and that they were remarkable for abounding with deer. It
is 2 well-known fact, that many~“deer are fond of frequenting thofe plains
where the juniper trees abound near barren grounds, particularly in fine wea-
ther during the Winter; but in heavy gales of wind they either take fhelter in
the thick woods, or go out on the open plains. The Indians, who never want
a reafon for any thing, fay, that the deer quit the thin ftraggling woods during
the high winds, becaufe the nodding of the trees, when at a confiderable dif-
zance from cach other, frightens them; but in the midft of a thick foreft, the
conftant ruftling of the branches lulls them into fecurity, and renders them an
cafy prey to a fkilful hunter.

Probably the fame wirh Partridge Lake in the Map.
whom
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whom they had been fometime before taken by force.
This affair made more noife and buftle than I could
kave fuppofcd ; and Matonabbee feemed entirely difcon-
certed, and quite inconfolable for the lofs of his wife.
She was certainly by far the handfomeft of all his flock,
of a ;Qoderatc fize, and had a fair complexion ; fhe ap-
parentl};\poﬂ_'cffcd a mild temper, and very engaging man-
ners. In fa&, fhe feemed to have every good quality that
could be expe&ed in a Northern Indian woman, and that
could render her an agreeable companion to an inhabit-
ant of this part of the world. She had not, however,
appeared happy in her late fituation; and chofc rather
to be the fole wife of a {prightly. young fellow of no
note, (though very capable of maintaining her,) than to
have the feventh or eighth fhare of the affe@ion of the
greateft man in the country. I am {orry to mention an
incident which happened while we were building the
canoes at Clowey, and which by no means does honour to
Matonabbee : it is no lefs a crime than that of having ac-
tually ftabbed the hufband of the above-mentioned girl in
three places; and had it not been for timely affiftance,
would certainly have murdered shim, for no other reafon
than becaufe the poor man had fpoken difre{pectfully of
him for having taken his wife away by force. The cool
deliberation with which Matonabbee committed this bloody
action, convinced me it had been a long premeditated de-
fign ; for he no fooner heard of the man’s arrival, than

he opened one of his wives’ bundles, and, with the greateft
compofure,
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compofure, took out a new long box-handled knife, went
into the man’s tent, and, without any preface whatever,
took him by the collar, and began to exccute his horrid

.defign. The poor man anticipating his danger, fcll on

his face, and called for affiftance; but before any could
be had he received three wounds in the back. | For-
tunately for him, they all happened on the fhoulder-blade,
fo that his life was fparcd. When Matonabbcejctumcd
to his tent, after committing this horrid deed, he fat down
as compofedly as if nothing had happened, called for
water to wafh his bloody hands and knife, {fmoked his
pipe as ufual, feemed to be perfeétly at cafle, and afked if
I did not think he had donc right?

It has ever been the cuftom among thofe people for the
men to wreftle for any woman to whom they are attached;
and, of courfc, the ftrongeft party always carries off the
prize. A weak man, unlefs he be a good hunter and well-
beloved, is feldom permitted to keep a wife that a ftronger
man thinks worth his notice : for atany time when the wives
of thofe ftrong wrefllers arc heavy-laden either with furrs
or provifions, they makg.no feruple of tearing any other
man’s wife from his bofom, and making her bear a part
of his luggage. This cuftom prevails throughout all their
tribes, and caufes a great {pirit of emulation among their
youth, who are upon all occafions, from their childhood,
trying their ftrength and fkill in wreftling. This enables
them to protet their property, and particularly their wives,

from
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from the hands of thofe powerful ravifhers ; fome of whom
make almoft a livelihood by taking what they pleafe from
the weaker parties, without making them any return.

Indeed, it is reprefented as an a& of great generofity, if
they condefcend to make an unequal exchange; as, in
general, abufe and infult are the only return for the lofs

which¥s fuftained.

The way in which they tear the women and other pro-
perty from one another, though it has the appearance of the
greateft brutality, can {carcely be called fighting. I never
knew any of them receive the leaft hurt in thefe ren-
contres ; the whole bufinefs confifts in hauling each other
about by the hair of the head ; they are feldom known
either to ftrike or kick one another. It is not uncommon
for one of them to cut off his hair and to greafe his ears,
immediately before the contcft begins. This, however, is
dong privately; and it is fometimes truly laughable, to
fee one of the parties ftrutting about with an air of - great
importance, and calling out, *“ Where is he? Why does
“ he not come out I when the other will bolt out with
a clean fhorned head and grea®d ears, rufh on his anta-
gonift, feize him by the hair, and though perhaps a
much weaker man, foon drag him to the ground, while
the ftronger is not able to lay hold on him. TItis very
frequent on thofe occafions for each party to have fplcs,
to watch the other’s motions, which puts them more on
a ‘footing of equality. For want of hair to pull, they

P feize
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feize each other about the waift, with legs wide extended,
and try their ftrength, by endeavouring to vie who can
firft throw the other down.

On thefe wreftling occafions the ftanders-by never at-
tempt to interfere in the conteft ; even one brother‘ffers
not to affift another, unlefs it be with advice, wlich, as
it is always delivered openly on the ficld during the con-
teft, may, in fa@, be faid to be equally favourable to
both parties. It fometimes happens that one of the
wreftlers is fuperior in ftrength to the other; and if a
woman be the caufe of the conteft, the weaker is fre-
quently unwilling to yield, notwithftanding he is greatly

overpowered. When this happens to be the cafe, the re-

lations and friends, or other bye-ftanders, will fometimes

join to perfuade the weaker combatant to give up the

conteft, left, by continuing it, he fhould get bruifed
and hurt, without the leaft probability of being able to
prote& what he is contending for. I obferved that very
few of thofe people were diffatisfied with the wives which
had fallen to their lot, for ‘whenever any confiderable
number of them were in company, fcarcely a day paffed
without fome overtures being made for contefts of this
kind ; and it was often very unpleafant to me, to fee the
obje& of the conteft fitting in penfive filence watching her
fate, while her hufband and his rival were contending for
the prize. I have indeed not only felt pity for thofe pdor
wretched viétims, but the utmoft indignation, when I

have
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have feen them won, perhaps, by a man whom they mor-
tally hated. On thofe occafions their grief and relu&ance
%0 follow their new lord has been fo great, that the bufi-
nefs has often ended in the greateft brutality ; for, in the
ftruggle, I have feen the poor girls ftripped quite naked,
and carried by main force to their new lodgings. At
other times it was pleafant enough to fee a fine girl led off
the field from a hufband fhe difliked, with a fear in one
eye and a finger on the other: for cuftom, or delicacy
if you pleafe, has taught them to think it neceffary to
whimper a little, let the change be ever {fo much to their
inclination, I have throughout this account given the
women the appellation of girls, which is pretty applicable,
as the obje@s of conteft are generally young, and without
any famxly few of the men chufe to be at the trouble of
maintaining other people’s children, except on particular
occafions, which will be taken notice of hereafter.

Some of the old men, who are famous on account of
their fuppofed fkill in conjuration, have great influence in
perfuading the rabble from committing thofe outrages;
but the humanity of thefe faggs is feldom known to ex-
tend beyond their own families. In defence of them they
will exert their utmoft influence; but when their own
relations are guilty of the fame crime, they feldom inter-
fere. This partial condu& creates fome- fecret, and fe-
veral open enemies; but the generality of their ncigh-

bours are deterred, through fear or fuperflition, from exc-.
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1771.  cuting their revenge, and even from talking difrefpe&-

e, e

May.  fully of them, unlefs it be behind their backs ; which isa
vice of which almoft every Indian in this country, without
exception, is guilty.

Notwithftanding the Northern Indians are {o covstous,
and pay fo little regard to private property as fo take
every advantage of bodily ftrength to rob their neighbours,
not only of their goods, but of their wives, yet they are,
in other refpeds, the mildeft tribe, or nation, that is to
be found on the borders of Hudfon’s Bay: for let their
affronts or loffes be ever {o great, they never will feek any
other revenge than that of wreftling. As for murder,
which is fo common among all the tribes of Southern In-
dians, it is feldom heard of among them. A murderer is
fhunned and detefted by all the tribe, and is obliged to
wander up and down, forlorn and forfaken even by his
own relations and former friends. In that refpe@ a mur-
derer may truly be compared to Cain, after he had killed
his brother Abel. The cool reception he meets with by
all who know him, occafiony him to grow melancholy,
and he never leaves any plgce but the whole company fay,
¢ There goes the murderer!” The women, it is true, fome-
times receive an- unlucky blow from their hufbands for
mifbehaviour, which occafions their death; but this is
thought nothing of : and for one man or woman to kill
another out of revenge, or through jealoufy, or an any
other account, is fo extraordinary, that very few are now

2 exifting
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exilting who have been guilty of it. At the prefent mo-
st | know notone, befide Matonabbee, who ever made
ok ttempt of that nature; and he is, in every other refpedt,
e on of fuch univerfal good fenfe, and, as an Indian,
e¥ uch great humanity, that 1 am at a lofs how to account
or hig having been guilty of fuch a crime, unlefs it be
by his having lived among the Southern Indians {o long, as
to become tainted with their blood-thirfty, rcvc'ﬁggful, and
vindi&ive difpofition.

Early in the morning of the twenty-ninth, Captain
Keelfhies joined us. He delivered to me a packet of let-
ters, and a two-quart keg of French brandy; but aflured
me, that the powder, fhot, tobacco, knives, &c. which
he received at the Fort for me, were all expended. He
endeavoured to make fome apology for this, by faying,
that fome of his relations died in the Winter, and that he
had, according to their cuftom, thrown all his own things

away- after which he was obliged to have recourfe to my
" ammunition and other goods, to fupport himfelf and a
numerous family. The very affe@®ing manner in which
he related this ftory, often crying like a child, was a great
proof of his extreme forrow, which he wifhed to per-
fuade me arofe from the recolle&ion of his having em-
bezzled fo much of my property ; but I was of a differ-
ent opinion, and attributed his grief ta arife from the
remembrance of his deceafed relations. Howecever, as a
fmall recompence for my lofs, he prefented me with four

ready-
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ready-drefled moofe-fkins, which was, he faid, the only
retribution he could then make. The moofe-fkins, though

‘not the twentieth part of the value of the goods which
he had embezzled, were in reality more acceptable to

me, than the ammunition and the other articles would
have been, on account of their great ufe as {hoe-leather,
which at that time was a very {carce article with us,
whereas we had plenty of powder and fhot.

On the fame day that Keelfhies joined us, an Indian
man, who had been fome time in our company, infifted on
taking one of Matonabbee’s wives from him by force, un-
lefs he complied with his demands, which were, that
Matonabbee fhould give him a certain quantity of ammu-
nition, fome pieces of iron-work, a kettle, and feveral
other articles; every one of which, Matonabbee was obliged
to deliver, or lofe the woman ; for the other man far ex-
celled him in ftrength. Matonabbee was more exafperated
on this occafion, as the fame man had fold him the woman
no longer ago than the mineteenth of the preceding April.
Having expended all the goods he then poffefled, however,
he was determined to makg anather bargain for her ; and as
fhe was what may be called a valuable woman in their
eftimation ; that is, one who was not only tolerably per-
fonable, but reckoned very fkilful in manufaduring the
different kinds of leather, fkins, and furrs, and at the
fame time very clever in the performance of every other

domeftic duty required of the fex in this part of the

world ;
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Miyld; Matonabbee was more unwilling to part with her,
£¥;cally as he had fo lately fuffered a lofs of the fame

This difpute, which was after fome hours decided by
words aHnd prefents, had like to have proved fz my
expedition ; for Matonabbee, who at that time thought
himfelf as great a man as then lived, took this affront {o
much to heart, efpecially as it was offered in my prefence,
that he almoft determined not to proceed any farther to-
ward the Copper-mine River, and was on the point of
ftriking off to the Weftward, with an intent to join the
Athapuico Indians, and continue with them: he being
perfeétly well acquainted with all their leaders, and moﬁ‘
of the principal Indians of that country, from whom,
during a former refidence among them of feveral years, he
faid he had met with more civility than he ever did from
his own countrymen. As Matonabbee feemed refolutcly
“bent on his defign, I had every reafon to think that my
third expedition would provk equally unfuccefsful with
the two former. I was not, however, under the leaft ap-
prehenfion for my own fafety, as he promifed to take me
with him, and procure me a paffage to Prince of Wales’s

Fort, with fome of the Athapufcow Indians, who at that~

time annually vifited the Fadory in the way of trade.
After waiting till T thought Matonabbee’s paflion had a
little abated, I ufed every argument of which I was mafter
in favour of his proceeding on the journey ; afluring him

not
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not only of the future efteem of the prefent-Governor of
Prince of Wales’s Fort, but alfo of that of all his fucceflors,

“as Jong as he lived ; and that even the Hudfon’s Bay Com-

pany themiclves would be ready to acknowledge his affi-
duity and perfeverance, in conducting a bufinefs which had
fo myrh the appearance of proving advantageous to them.
Afrer fome converfation of this kind, and a good deal of
intreaty, he at length confented to proceed, and promifed
to make all poffible hafte. Though it was then late in the
afternoon, he gave orders for moving, and accordingly we
walked about feven miles that night, and put up on ano-
ther ifland in Pefhew Lake. The preceding afternoon
the Indians had killed a few deer ; but our number was
then o great, that eight or ten deer would {carcely afford
us all a tafte. Thefe deer were the firft we had feen fince
our leaving the neighbourhood of Thelewey-aza-yeth ; fo
that we had lived all the time on the dried meat which
had been prepared before we left that place in April

The thirtieth proved bads rainy weather; we walked,
however, about ten mijes to the Northward, when we
arrived on the North fide of Pefhew Lake, and put up.
Here Matonabbee immediately began to make every ne-

~ceflary arrangement for facilitating the execution of our

defign ; and as he had promifed to make all poffible hafte,
he thought it expedient to leave moft of his wives and all
his children in the care of fcme Indians, then in our
company, who had his orders to proceed to the North-

ward
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=Eb- xd at. their leifure s and who, at a parucular place ap-
pe-nted by him, were to wait ong vetpsg:from the Copper-
=“wae River. ~ Having formed tha . @ _'n, Matonabbee

soded two of his young wives ¥4ad no children, to
i ‘ompany us; and in order to. maie their loads as light
as poffible, it was agreed that we fhould not “take more
ammunition’ with us then was rcally ncccﬂh:y for our I'up-
port, tilliwe might exped again to join thofe Hidians and
the women and children. - The fame meafures were alfo
adopted by all the other Indians of my party; particu-
larly thofe who had a plurality of wives, and a number of
children.

As thefe matters took fome time to adjuft, it was near
nine o’clock in the evening of the thirty-firft before we
could {et'out; and then it was with much difhculty
that Matonabbee could perfuade his other wives from fol-
lowitig him,with their children and all their lumber ; for
fuch Wwas “their mawillingnels to be left behiad, that he
was obliged toufe his authority before they would confent,
con!'equemly& they parted in anger; and wenofsdner-began
our thatehy Hhidn they fet up aplt woeful ery, and con-
tinved to el oft piteoutlly as long as' we Wwere within
‘hearing. " “This ‘meuinful fcene had fo little effe@ on my
party ‘that they walked away laughing, and+as merry as

'*“‘ The few who exprefied any: regret at their. de-
sartute from thofe whom theyswere todeave behind, ‘con-
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fined their regard wholly to their children, particularly to
the youngeft, fcargely ever mentioning their mother.

Though it was {@Mate when we left the women, we
walked about ten miles that night before we ftopped. In
our way we faw many deer ; feveral of which the Indians
killed. To talk of travelling and killing deer in the
middle ot e night, may at firft view have the appearance
of romance; but our wonder will {peedily abate, when it
is conﬁdered that we were then to the Northward of 64° of
North latitude, and that, in confequence of it, though the
Sun did not remain the whole night above the horizon, yet
the time it remained below it was {o fhort, and its de~
preffion even at midnight fo {mall at this feafon of the year,
that the light, in clear weather, was quite fufhcient for the
purpofe both of walking, and hunting any kind of game.

It fhould have been obferved, that during our flay at
Clowey a great number of Indians entered into a com-
bination with thofe of my party to accompany us to the
Copper-mine River; and wjth no other intent than ta
murder the Efquimaux, who are underftood by the Copper
Indians to frequent that river in confiderable numbers.
This {cheme, notwithftanding the trouble and fatigue,
as well as danger, with which it muft be obviguily at-
tended, was neverthelefs fo univerfally approved by thofe
people, that for fome time almoft every man who Jomed

s
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us propofed to be of the party. Accordingly, €acn vo-
lunteer, as well as thofe who were properly of my party,
prepared a target, or fhield, before we left the woods of
Clowey. Thofe targets were compofed of thin boards,
about three quarters of an inch thick, two feet broad, and
three feet long; and were intended to ward off the arrows
of the Efquimaux. Notwithftanding thefe preparations,
when we came to leave the women and chilgicn, as has
been already mentioned, only fixty volunteers would go with
us; the reft, who were nearly as many more, though they
had all prepared targets, refleting: that they had a great
diftafice to walk, and that no advantage could be expe&ed
from the expedition, very prudently begged to be exculed,
faying, that they could not be {pared for fo long a time
from the maintenance of their wives and familics; and
particularly, as they did not fee any then in our company,
who feemed willing to encumber themfelves with fuch a
charge. - This feemed to be a mere evafion, for I am clearly
of opinion that poverty on one fide, and avarice on the other,
were the-only impediments to their joining our party; had
they pofleffed as many Eurogean goods to {quander dway
among their countrymen as kgnahbm and thofe of my
party’ did, in all probability many might have been found
who would have been glad to have accompanied us.

- thn 1 was aéqﬁainted with the intentions of my
companions, and faw the warbke, preparations that were
carrying on, I endeavoured as much as poffible to perfuade

Q.2 them
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them from putting their inhuman defign into execution ;
but fo far were my intreaties from having the wifhed-for
effe, that it was concluded I was a&uated by cowardice;
and they told me, with great marks of derifion, that I
was afraid of the Efguimaux. As I knew my per-
fonal fafety depended.in a great meafure on the favourable
opinion they entertained of me in this refpect, I was obliged
to clanpt xy tone, and replied; that I did not care if they
rendered the nmame and race of the Efquimaux extin& ;
adding at the fame time, that though I was no enemy
to the Efquimaux, and did not fee the neceflity of attack-
ing them without caufe, yet if I thould find it neceflary to
do it, for the protection of any one of my company, my
own fafety out of the queftion, fo far from being afraid of
a poor defencelefs Efquimaux, whom I defpifed more than
feared, nothing fhould be wanting on my part to proteét
all who were with me. This declaration was received
with great fatisfa&tion; and I never afterwards ventured
to interfere with any of their war-plans. ~ Indeed, when I
came to confider ferioufly, I faw evidently that it was the
hig,hcﬂ folly for an individupl like me, and in my fitua-
tion, to attempt: to-turn  plie current of a national preju-
dice whiclr hagd Aubfifted between thofe two nations from
the earlieft periods, or at leaft as long as they had been
acquainted with the exiftence of each other.

Having got rid of all the women, children, dogs, heavy
baggage, and -other incumbrances, on the firft of June we
purfued
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purfued our Journey to the Northward with great {peed ; but

the weather was in general {o precarious, and the fnow,-

flcet, and rain fo frcquent, that notwithftanding we em-
braced every opportunity which offered, it was the ﬁx—
teenth of June before we arrived in the latitude of 67° 3o,
where Matonabbet: had propofed that the women and
children ﬂmu]d walt our return from the Cg;per-fine
River.

In our way hither we crofied feveral lakes on the ice;
of w}uch Thoy-noy-kyed Lake and_Thoy-cey-lyned Lakc
were the Pl‘inCIPal We alfo croffed a few inconfiderable

crecks and rivers, which were only ufeful as they furnithed
a fmall fupply of fith to the natives, The weather, as I
have before obferved, was in general difagreeable, with a
great deal of rain and fnow. To make up for that in-
convenience, however, the deer were fo plentiful, that the
Indians killed not only a fufhcient quantity for our daily
Fupport but frequently great numbers merely for the fat,
marrow, and tongues. To induce them to defilt from
this practice; 1 often. mtareﬂcd\qyﬁ:lf and endeavoured,
as much as poﬁible, to convince'them in the clearcft
terms of which I was maﬂ;er, of the great impropriety of
fuch wafte; particularly at a time of the year when their
fkins could not be of any ufe for clothmgzﬁmd when the
anxxety to procecd on our journey wouldiiiit permit us to
ftay long engugh in one place to eat upsBf the fpoils of

their hunting. As national cuftoms, however, are not eafily
7 over-.
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overcome, my ‘remonftrances proved ineffeGual; and I
was always anfwered, that it was certainly right to kill
plenty, and live on the beft, when and where it was to

be got, for that it would be impoffible to do it where

every thing was fcarce : and they infifted on it, that kill-
mg"chnty of ‘deer and other game in one part of the
country, ‘uwould never make them fcarcer in another. In-
deed, they .were fo accuftomed to kill every "thing that
came within their reach, that few of them could pafs by
a fmall bird’s neft, without flaying the young ones, or de-
ftroying the eggs.

From the feventeenth to the twentieth, we walked be-
tween feventy and eighty miles to the North Weft and
North North Weft ; the greater part of the way by Cogead
Lake; but the Lake being then frozen, we crofied all the
creeks and bays of it on the ice.

On the twenty-firft we had bad rainy weather, with fo

thick a fog that we could, not fee our way: about ten

o’clock at night, howevgt, it became fine and clear, and
the Sun fhone very bnght indeed it did not fet all that
night, which was 2 convincing proof, without any obferva~
tion, that we were then confiderably to the North of the
Ard&ic Polar Giggle.

As {oon as th&fine weather began, we fet out and walked
about feven or eight miles to the Northward, when we
came
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came to a branch of Conge-ca-tha-wha-chaga River ; on
the North fide of which we found feveral Copper Indians,
who were aflfembled, according to annual cuftom, to kill
deer as they crofs the river in their little canoes.

The ice being now broken up, we were, for the firft
time this Surhuner,’ obliged to make ufe of our canoes to
ferry acrofy the river; which would have proveu very te-
dious, had it not been for the kindnefs of the Cap-
per Indians, who fent all their canoes to our affiftance.
Though our number was not much lefs than one hundred
and fifty, we had only three canoes, and thofe being of
the common fize, could only carry two perfons each,
without baggage. It is true, when water is {mooth,
and a raft of three or four of thefe canoes is well fecured
by poles lathed acrofs them, they will carry a much
greater weight in proportion, and be much fafer,” as there
is fcarcely a poflibility of their overfetting ; and this is the
general mode adopted by the people of this country in crofi-
ing rivers when they have more than one canoe with them.

Having arrived on the Norf\ fide of this river, we

found that Matonabbee, and feveral others in our com-~

pany, were perfonally acquainted with moft of the Copper.
Indians whom we found there. The latter feemed highly
pleafed at the interview with our party, and endeavoured,
by every, means in their power, to convinge our company
of their readinefs to ferve us to the utmoft; fo that by the

time
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time we had got our tents pitched, the firangers had pro-
vided a large quantity of dried meat and fat, by way of a
feaft, to which they invited mott of the principal Indians
who accompanied me, as well as Matonabbee and myfelf,
who were prefented with fome of the Véi'f bcﬁ.

I£ds natural to fuppofe, that immediately after our ar-
rival thes(Soppcr Indians would be made acquainted with
the nature and intention of our journey. This was no fooner
done than they exprefled their entire approbation, and
many of them feemed willing and defirous of giving every
afliftance ; particularly by lending us feveral canoes, which
they aflured us would be very ufeful in the remaining part
of our journey,“and contribute both to our eafe and dif-
patch. It muft be obferved, that thefe canoes were not
entirely entrufted to my crew, but carried by the owners
themfelves who accompanied us; as it would have' been
very uncertain where to have found them at our return from

the Copper River.

Agreeably to my inftru@ions, I fmoked my calumet of
peace with the princi,pf of the Copper Indians, who
feemed highly pleafed on the occafion; and, from a
convérfation held on the fubje@ of my journey, I found
they were delighted with the hopes of “having an Euro-
pean fettlement in their neighbourhood, and feemed to

have no idea that any impediment could prevent fuch a

fcheme from being carried into execution. Climates and
'deafons
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feafons had no weight with them; nor could they fee
where the difficulty lay in getting to them; for though
they acknowledged that they had never {éen the fea at the
:mouth of the Copper River clear of ice, yet they could
fee nothing that thould hinder a fhip from approaching it;
and they innocently enough obferved, that the water was
always fo fmooth between the ice and fhore, thaz cven {mall
boats mlght get there with great eafe and fafety. How a
fhip was to get between the ice and the fhore, never once
occurred to them.

Whether it was from real motives of hofpitality, or
from the great advantages which they cxpeded to reap
by my difcoveries, I know not; but I muft confefs that
their civility far exceeded what I could expeé from fo un-
civilized a tribe, and I was exceedingly forry that I had
nothing of value to offer them. However, fuch articles
as I had, I diftributed among them, and they were thank-
fully received by them. Though they have fome Europcan
commodities among them, wluch they purchale from
the Northern Indians, the famy articles from the hands
of an Englithman were more prized. As I was the fuft
whom they had ever {cen, and in all probability might be
the laft, it was curious to fce how they flocked about
me, and expreficd as much defire to examine me from top
to toe, as an Furopean Naturalift would a non-defcript ani-
mal.  They, however, found and pronounced me to be
a perfe& human being, except in the colour of my hair

R and
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and eyes: the former, they faid, was like the flained hair
of a buffaloe’s tail, and the latter, being light, were
like thofc of a gull. The whitenefs of my fkin alfo
was, in their opinion, no ornament, as they faid it re-
{cmbled meat which had been fodden in water till all
the blood was extraGed. On the whole, I was viewed as
fo great a suriofity in this part of the world, that during
my ftay there, whenever I combed my head, {fome or other
of them never failed to afk for the hairs that came off,
which they carefully wrapped up, fuying, < When I fee

““ you again, you fhall again fce your hair.”

The day after our arrival at Congecathawhachaga, Ma-
tonabbee difpatched his brother, and feveral Copper In-
dians, to Copper-mine River, with orders to acquaint
any Indians they might meet, with the reafon of my vific-
g thofe parts, and alfo when they might probably ex-
pc& us at that river. By the bearers of this meffage I
{fent a prefent of tobacco and fome other things, to in-
duce any ftrangers they met, to be ready to give us affift-
ance, either by advice, opﬁi any other way which miglt
be required.

As Matonabbee and the other Indians thought it ad-
vifable to leave all the women at this place, and pro-
ceed to the Copper-mine River without them, it was
thought neceflary to continue here a few days, to kill as
many deer as would be {ufficient for their fupport during

our
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our abfence. And notwithftanding deer were fo plenti-
ful, yet our numbers were fo large, and our daily con-
{fumption was fo great, that feveral days elapfed before the
men could provide the women with a fufficient quantity ;
and then they had no other way of preferving it, than by
cutting it in thin flices and drying it in the Sun. Meat,
when thus prepared, is not only very portable, but palat-
able; as*all the blood and juices arce ftill renfaining in the
meat, it is very nourifhing and wholefome food ; and may,
with care, be kept a whole year without the leaft danger
of fpoiling. It is ncceflary, however, to air it frequently
during the warm weather, otherwife it is liable to grow
mouldy : but as foon as the chill air of the fall begins, it
requires no farther trouble till next Summer.

We had not been many days at Congecathawhachaga
before I had reafon to be greatly concerned at the beha-
viour of feveral of my crew to the Copper Indians.  They
not only took many of their young women, furrs, and ready-
drefled {kins for clothing, but alfo feveral of their bows and
arrows, which were the only implements they had to pro-
cure food and raiment, for the’uturc fupport of themfclves,
their wives, and families. It may probably be thought,
that as thefe weapons are of {o fimple a form, and fo
eafily conftru&ed, they might foon be replaced, without
any other trouble or expence than a little labour; but
this fuppofition can only hold good in places where proper
materials are eafily procured, which was not the cafe here:

R 2 if
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if it had, they would not have been an obje@ of plunder.
In the midft of a foreft of trees, the wood that would
make a Northern Indian a bow and a few arrows, or in-
deed a bow and arrows ready made, are not of much va-
lue; no more than the man’s trouble that makes them :
but carry that bow and arrows feveral hundred miles from
any woods and place where thofe are the only weapons in
ufe, their intrinfic value will be found to increaf=, in the
fame proportion as the materials which are made are lefs
attainable *,

To do Matonabbee juftice on this occafion, I muft fay
that he endeavoured as much as poflible to perfuade his
countrymen from taking either furrs, clothing, or bows,
from the Copper Indians, without making them fome
fatisfatory return; but if he did not encourage, neither
did he endeavour to hinder them from taking as many

‘women as they pleafed. Indeed, the Copper Indian women

feem to be muchefteemed by our Northern traders ; for what
reafon I know not, as they are in reality the Gune people
in every refpe@ ; and their language differs not fo much as
the diale@s of {ome of the Leareft counties in England do.
from each other.

It is not furprifing that a plurality of wives is cuf-
tomary among thefe people, as it is fo well adapted to

* See Poftlethwayt on the article of Laboun
their



NORTHERN OCEAN.

their fituation and manner of life. In my opinion no
race of people under the Sun have a greater occafion for

fuch an indulgence. Their annual haunts, in queft of.

furrs, is fo remote from any European fettlement, as to
render them the greateft travcllers in the known world ;
and as*they have neither horfe nor water carriage, every
good hunter is under the neceflity of having feveral petfons
to aflift ih carrying his furrs to the Company’s Fort, as
well as carrying back the European goods which he reccives
in exchange for them. No perfons in this country arc fo
proper for this work as the women, becaufe they are
inured to carry and haul heavy loads from their childhood,.
and to do all manner of drudgery ; fo that thofe men who
are capable of providing for three, four, five, fix, or more

women, generally find them humble and faithful fervants,,

affeGionate wives, and fond and indulgent mothers to their
children. Though cuftom makes this way of life fit appa-

rently cafy on the generality of the women, and though, in

. general, the whole of their wants {eem to be comprized in.
food and clothing only, yet nature at times gets the better
of cuftom, and the {pirit of Jnloufy makes its appearance
among them: however, as the hufband is always arbi-
trator, he foon fettles the bufinefs, though perhaps not
always to the entire fatisfaction of the parties.,

Much does it redound to the honour of the Northern
Indian women when I affirm, that they are the mildeft
and moft virtuous females I have feen in any part of North

America; .
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America ; though fome think this is more owing to habit,

cuftom, and the fear of their hufbands, than from real
inclination. It is undoubtedly well known that none can
manage a Northern Indian woman fo well as a Northern
Indian man ; and when any of them have been permitted
to remain at the Fort, they have, for the fake of gain,
beeri” eafily .prevalled on to deviate from that charaéter;
and a few have, by degrees, become as abandohed as the
Southern Indians, who are remarkable throughout all their
tribes for being the meft debauched wretches under the
Sun. So far from laying any reftraint on their fenfual ap-
petites, as long as youth and inclination laft, they give
themfclves up to all manner of even inceftuous debauchery ;
and that in fo beaftly a manner when they are intoxicated,
a ftate to which they are peculiarly addicted, that the brute
creation are not lefs regardlefs of decency. I know that
fome few Europeans, who have had little opportunity of
fecing them, and of enquiring into their manners, have
been very lavifh in their praife: but every one who has-
had much intercourfe with them, and penetration and in-
duftry enough to ftudy thgr‘. d1fpoﬁtzons will agree, that
no accomphﬂlmcnts whatever in a man, is fufficient to con-
ciliate the affections, or preferve the chaftity of a Southern

Indian woman

The

Notwithftanding this is the general charalter of the Southern Indian
women, as they are called on the coafts of Hudfon's Bay, and who are the
fame tribe with the Canadian Indians, T'am happy to bave it in my power to
infert a fcw lines to the memory of one of them, whom I knew from her in-

fancy,
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The Northern Indian women are in general {o far from
being like thofe I have above defcribed, that it is very
uncom-

O

--fenqv, and who, I can truly affirm, was dire@lly the reverfe of the picture I
have drawa,

Mary, the daughter of Mosrs NorTon, many years Chiel at P#hce of
Wales's Folt, in Hudfon's Bay, though born and brought up in a country
of all others the leaft favourable to virtue and virtuous principles, pofiefied
. them, and every other good and amiable quality, ina moft eminent degree.

Without the affiftance of religion, and with no educacion bur what the re-
ceived among the diffolute natives of her country, the would have fhone with
fuperior luftre in any other country: for, if an engaging perfon, gentle man-
ners, an eafy freedom, arifing from a conlcioufnefs of innocence, an amiable
modefty, and an unrivalled delicacy of {entiment, are graces and virtues which
render a woman lovely, none ¢ver had greater pretenfions to general citeem
and regard; while her benevolence, humanity, and ferupulous adicrence o
truth and honefty, would have done honour to the moft enlightencd and Ce-
vout Chriftian.

Dutiful, obedient, and affetionate to her parents; fteady and faichful to her
friends; grateful and humble to ber benefactors; eafily forgiving and forgai-
ting injuries ; careful not to offend any, and courreous and kind © all; fle
was, neverthelefs, fuffered to perifh by the rigours of cold and hunger, amidit
her own relations, at a time when tht griping hand of famine was by no means
feverely felt by any other member of tieir company ; and it may truly be fiid
that fhe fell 2 martyr to the principles of viftue. This happenad in the Winter
of the year 1782, after the French had deftroyed Prince of Wales's Fore; at
which time fhe was in the twenty-fecond year of her age.

Human nature thudders ar the bare recital of fuch brueality, and reafon
thrinks from the tafk of accounting for the decrees of Providence on fuch oc-
cafions as this: but they are the ftrongett affurances of a future flate, i in-
finitely fuperior to the prefent, that the enjoyment of every pleafure in this
world by the moft worthiefs and abandoned Wretch, or the moft innocent and

Virteous
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uncommon to hear of their ever being guilty of inconti-
nency, not even thofe who are confined to the fixth or
cven eighth part of a man.

It is true, that were I to form my opinion of thofe
women from the behaviour of fuch as I have beenr more
particularly acquainted with, I fhould have little reafon
to fay muche in their favour; but impartiality will not

virtuous woman perifhing by the moft excruciating of all deaths, are marters
equally indifferent. But,

Peace to the athes, and the virtuous mind,

Of her who lived in peace with all mankind ;

Learn’d from the heart, unknowing of difguife,

‘Truth in her thoughts, and candour in her eyes;

Stranger alike to envy and to pride,

Good fenfe her light, and Nature all her guide;

But now removed from all the ills of life, '

Here refts the pleafing friend and faithful wife. WaLLER.

Her father was, undoubtedly, very blamable for bringing her up in the
tender manner which he did, rendering her by that means not only incapable
of bearing the fatigues and hardfhips which the reft of her countrywomen
think lictle of, but of providing for hexfelf. This is, indeed, too frequent
a praclice among Europeans in that, @untry, who bring up their children
in {o indulgent 2 marnner, that when they retire, and leave their offspring
behind, they find themfelves fo helplefs, as to be vnable to provide for the
few wants to Which they are fubje¢t. The late Mr. Ferdinand Jacobs, many
years Chief at York Fort, was the only perfon whom 1 ever knew that acted
in a different manner; though no man could poffibly be fonder of his children
in other refpelts, yet as there were fome that he could not bring to England,
he bad them brought up entirely among the natives; fo that when he left the

country, they fcarcely ever felt the lofs, though they regretted the abfence of
a fond and indulgent parent.

permit
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permit me to make a few of the worlt chara&ers v frmic 4
for the general condué of all of them. Indecd it 16 but
reafonable to think that travellers and interlopers will be
always ferved with the worft commoditics, though perhaps®
they pay the beft price for what they have,

It may appear ftrange, that while I am extollingsthe
chaftity of the Northern Indian women, F fhould ac-
knowledge that it is a very common cuftom among the
men of this country to exchange a night’s lodging with cach
other’s wives.  But this is {o far from being confidered as
an a& which is criminal, that it is cfteemed by them as one
of the ftrongeft ties of friendfhip between two families ;
and in cafe of the death of either man, the other confiders
himfelf bound to fupport the children of the deceafed.
Thofe people are fo far from viewing this engagement as a
mere ceremony, like moft of our Chriftian god-fathers and
god-mothers, who, notwithftanding their vows are made
in the moft folemn manner, and in the prefence of both
God and man, fcarcely ever afterward remember what they
have promifed, that there is hot an inftance of a Northern
Indian having once negledted the duty which he 1s fup-
pofed to have taken upon himfdf to perform.  The
Southern Indians, with all their bad qualitics, are remark -
ably humane and charitable to the widows and children of
doparted friends 5 and as rheir fitnation and manncer of life
enable them to do more adts of charity with kefs troulle

S than
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than falls to the lot of a Northern Indian, few widows or

orphans are ever unprovided for among them,

Though the Northern Indian men make no fcruple of
having two or three fifters for wives at onc time, yet they

arc very particular in obferving a proper diftance in the

confanguinity of thofe they admit to the above-mentioned
intercourfe ‘with thcir wives. The Southern Indians are
lefs {crupulous on thofe occafions ; among them it is not

at all uncommon for one brother to make free with ano-
ther brother’s wifc or daughter #; but this is held in
abhorrence by the Northern Indians.

* Moft of the Southerrn Indians, as well the Athapufcow and Neheaway
tribes, are entirely without fcruple in this refpect. It is notorioufly known,
that many of themn cohabit occafionally with their ows mothers, and frequently
efpoufe their fifters and daughters. I have known feveral of them who, after
having lived in that ftate for fome time with their daughters, have given them
to their fons, and all parties been perfectly reconciled to it.

In fat, notwithftanding the feverity of the climate, the licentioufnefs of .
the inhabitants cannot be exceeded by any of the Eaftern nations, whofe iuxu-~
rious manner of life, and genial clime, Jfeem more adapted to excite excraor~
dinary paffions, than the fevere cold of the frigid Zone.

Itis true, that few of thofe who live under the immediate protection of the
Englifh cver take either their fifters or daughters for wives, which is probably
owing to the fear of incurring their difpleafure; Luc it is well known that
alls of incelt too often take place among them, though perhaps not o fre-
quently as among the foreign Indiaus,

By
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By the time the Indians had killed as many deer 25 i 4ey
thought would be fufficient for the fupport of the women
during our abfence, it was the firft of July; and during
this time I had two good obfervations, both by meridional
and double algigndes ; the mean of which determined the
latitude'of%%tathawhachaga to be 68° 46 North;
and its longitud®, by account, was 24° 2° Weft fidm
Prince of Wales's Fort, or 118° 15" Weft of the meridian
of London. '

On the fecond, the weather proved very bad, with much
{fnow and flcet; about nine o’clock at night, however, it
grew more moderate, and fomewhat clearcr, fo that we fet
out, and walked about ten miles to the North by Wcft,
when we lay down to take a little fleep. At our de-
parture from Congecathawhachaga, feveral Indians who
had cntered the war-lift, rather chofc to ftay behind with
the women ; but their lofs was amply fupplied by Copper
Indians, who accompanied us in the double capacity of
guides and warriors.

On the third the weather was equally bad with that of
the preceding day ; we made fhilt, however, to walk ten
or ¢leven miles in the fame dire@ion we had done the day
before, and at laft were obliged to put up, not being able
to fce our way for fnow and thick drift. By putting up, no

more is to be underftood than that we got to leeward of a
great
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