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be [.1 1' diibnt from the place where we lay that night, as 
the woman and her two children joined us next morning, 
herorc we had takell dOWIl our tcnt and made ready for 
,;wving. Thof" people were the lirll: Il:rangers whom we 
had met lince we left the Fort, though we had travelled 
l\:veral hundred miles; which is a proof that this part of 
lhe country is but thinly inhabited. It is a truth well 
known to the native" and doubtlefs founded on experi
ellce, that there are mall)' very extenlivc traCts of Jand 
in thofe parts, which are incapabJe of aHording lilpport to 
any number of the human race evell during the fhort 
time they arc palling through them, in the capacity of 
migrants, from olle place to another; much ltfs arc they 
capable of affording a conll:ant fupport to thofe who 
might wifh to make them their fixed relidcnce at any 
feafon of the year. It is true, that few rivers or lakes 
in thofe parts are entirely deftitute of fifh; but the un
certainty of meeting with a fufficient fupply for any j;on
iiderable time together, makes the natives very cautious 
how they put their whole dependance on that article, as it 
has too frequently been the means of many hundreds being 
ftarved to death. 

By the twenty-third, deer were fo plentiful that the In
dians feemed to think that, unlefs the feafon, contrary to 
cxpefution and general experience, ihould prove unfa
vourable, there would be no fear of our being in want of 
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provifions during the rell: of the·Winter, as deer had always 
been known to be in great plenty in the direCtion which 
they intended to walk. 

On the third of February, we continued our courfe 
to the Weft by North and Weft North Well:, and were fo 
near the edge of the woods, that the barren ground was 
in light to the Northward. As the woods trended away 
to the Weft, we were obliged to alter our courre to Weft 
by South, for the fake of keeping among them, as well 
as the deer. In the courfe of this day's walk we faw fe
veralll:rangers, fome of whom remained in our company, 
while others went on their refpeCtive ways. 

On the fixth, we crolfed the main branch of Catha
whachaga River; which, at that part, is about three quar
ters of a mile broad; and after walking three miles farther, 
came to the fide of Colfed Whoic, or Partridge Lake; 
but the day being far fpent, and the weather exceffi\-cly 
cold, we put up for the night. 

Early in the morning of the fCl'Cnth, the weather being 
fcrene and clear, we fetout, and croficd the above mentioned 
Lake; which at that part is about fourteen miles wide; but 
from the South South Weft to North North Eaft is much 
larger. It is impoffible to ddcrik the intenftnefs of the 
cold which we experienced this day; and the difpatch we 
made in croffing the lake is almoft incredible, as it was 
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per limned by the greateft part of my crew in lees than 
two llOurs ; though fome of the women, who were heavy 
Iadell, took a much longer time. Several of the Indians 
wnc much frozen, but none of themlllorc difagrecably fa 
d"ln one of Matonabbee's wives, whofe thighs and but
tocks were in a manner incruftcd with frail; and ~vhell 
thawed, fe veral blillcrs arofe, nearly as large as iheeps' blad
der, . The pain the pOOl" woman fufFered on this occalion 
was greatly aggravated by the laughter and jeering of her 
companions, who [lid that rhe was rightly ferved for belt
ing her clothes fo high. I mull acknowledge that I was 
not in the number of thofe who pitied her, as I thought 
nle wok too much pains to rhew a clean beel and good 
kg ; her garters being always in light, which, though by 
no means oonlidercd here as bordering on indecency, is 
hy far too airy to withftand the rigorous cold of a [c

lue winter in a high Northern latitude. I doubt not 
lhat the laughter of her companions was excited by Iiq1ilar 
ilk"s. 

When we got on the Wclliide of Partridge Lake we 
continued our cour[e for many days toward the Weft by 
South and Weft South Well; when deer were [0 plentiful, 
and rhe Indians killed [uch vall: numbers, that notwith
ftanding we frequently remained three, [our, or nve days 
il1 a place, to eat up the [poils of our -hunting, yet;it our 
.',cparturc we frequently left great quantities of good meat 
bchind us, which we could neither eat nor carry with us, 
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This conduCt is the more cxcufable among people whofe 
wandering manner of life and contraCted ideas make 
every thing appear to them as the effeCt of mere chance .• 
The great uncertainty of their ever viliting this or that 
part a [econd time, induces them to think there is nothing 
either wrong or improvident in living on the bell the 
country will afford, as they are palling through it from 
place to place; a.nd they [eem willing that thofe who come 
after them lhould take their chance, as they have done. 

On the twenty-lirft, we crolTed The-whole-kycd 
Whoie, or Snowbird Lake, which at that part was about 
twelve or thirteen miles wide, though from North to South 
it is much larger. As deer were as plentiful as bt-fore, we 
expended much time in killing and eating them. This 
Matonabbee alTured me was the beft way we could em
ploy ourfclves, as the [ea[on would by no means permit li S 

to p(oceed in a direCt line for the Copper-mine Ri ver; bm 
when the Spring advanced, and the deer began to <l mw out 
to the barren ground, he would then, he [aid, proceed in 
[ueh a manner as to leave no room to doubt of our arrival 
at the Copper- mine River in proper time. 

On the [rcond of March, we lay by the lideof Whool
dyah'd Whoie or Pike Lake, and not far from Doo-baunt 
Whoie River. On the next day we began to erofs the above 
mentoned Lake, but after walking feven miles on it to the 
Weft South Weft, we arrived at a Jarge tent of Northern 
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pcrlclfllled by the greatell part of my crew in le[s than 
two hours ; though [orne of the women, who were heavy 
LIckil , took a much longer time. Several o[ the Indians 
line much frozen, but none of theIll Illorc dif.~gree3.bly fo 
than one of Matonabbcc's wives, whofe thighs and but
tocks were in a manner incrullcd with froll; and ;vhen 
thawed, feveral blillets arofe, nearly as large as !heel's' blad
der, . The pain the l' '' ''r WOIllan [uffered on this ocealion 
was greatly aggravated by the laughter and jeering of her 
companions, who faid that !he was rightly fcrvcd for belt
ing her clothes fo high. I mull .acknowledge that J was 
110t in the number of tllD[C who pitied her, as I thought 
{he took too much pains to !hew a clean heel and good 
kg ; her garters being always in light, which, though by 
110 means GOnlidcrcd here as bordering on indecency, is 
by I,,, too ai ry to withlland the rigorom cold of a [c
\"Cre winter in a high Northern latitude. I doubt not 
that the laughter o[ her companions was excited by Ii~ilar 
ideas. 

When we got on the Well lide of Partridge Lake we 
continued our courfe for 111:lOY days toward the Well by 
South and Well Somh Weft; when deer were [0 plentiful, 
and the Indians killed [ueh vall numbers, that notwith
Ilanding we frequently remained three, four, nr five days 
in a place, to eat up the [poils of our hunting, yet at our 
.kparturc we frequently left great quantities of good meat 
behi nd us, which we could neither eat nor carry with us. 
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This condua: is the more excufable among people whofe 
wandering manner of life and contraa:ed ideas make 
every thing appear to them as the e/fea: of mere chance. 
The great uncertainty of their ever viliting this or that 
part a fecond time, induces them to think there is nothing 
either wrong or improvident in living on the beft the 
country will a/ford, as they are palling through it from 
place to place; and they feem willing that thofe who come 
after them fhould take their chance, as they have done. 

On the twenty-hrft, we crolled The-whole-kyed 
Whoie, or Snowbird Lake, which at that part was about 
twelve or thirteen miles wide, though from North to South 
it is much larger. As deer were as plentiful as before, we 
expended much time in killing and eating them. This 
Matonabbee a/Tured me was the heft way we could em
ploy ourfclves, as the feafon would by no mea ns permit \IS 

to p~oeeed in a direa: line for the Copper-mine River; btlt 
when the Spring advanced, and the deer began to dr~\V out 
to the barren ground, he would then, he flid, proceed in 
fuch a manner as to leave no room to doubt of our arrival 
at the Copper~mine River in proper time. 

On the [econd of March, we lay by the lide of Whool
dyah'd Whoie or Pike Lake, and not far from Doo-haunt 
Whoie River. On the next day we began to erofs the above 
mentoned Lake, but after walking [even miles on it to the 
Weft South Weft, we aHived at a large tent of Northern 
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Indians, who had been living there from the beginning 
of the Winter, and had found a plentiful fublillence by 
catching deer in a pound. This kind of ' l;IDployment is 
performed in the following manner : 

When the Indians delign to impound deer, they look 
out for one of the paths in which a number of them 
have trod, and which is obferved to be full frequented by 
them. When thefe paths erofs a lake, a wide river, or a 
barren plain, they are found to be much the bell for the 
purpofe ; and if the path run through a cluller of woods, 
capable of affording materials for building the pound, it 
adds conliderably to the commodioufnefs of the lituation. 
The pound is built by making a {hong fence with brufhy 
trees, without obferving any degree of regularity, and the 
work is continued to any extent, according to the pleafure 
of the builders. I have feen fame that were not lefs than 
a mile round, and am informed that there are otheq Ilill 
more extcnlive. The door, or entrance of the pound, 
is not larger than a common gate, and the inlide is fa 
crowded with fmall counter-hedges as very much to re
femble a maze; in every opening of which they fet a fnare, 
made with thongs of parchment deer-fkins well twilled 
together, which are amazingly ftrong. One end of the 
[nare is ufually made fall to a growing pole; but if no 
olle of a fllRicient lize can be found near the place where 
the fnare is fet, a 100fe pole is fllbllituted in its room, which 
is always of fuch fize and length that a deer cannot drag it 

far 



NOR THE R N 0 C E A N. 

fax before it gets entangled among the other woods, which 
are all left ftanding except what is found necelfary for 
making the fence, hedges, &c. 

~he pound being thus prepared, a row of fmall brulh
wood is ftuck up in the fnow on each fide the door or 
entrance; and thefe hedge-rows are continued along the 
open part of tbe lake, river, or plain, where neither ftick 
nor ftump befides is to be feen, which makes them the 
more diftinctly obferved. Thefe poles, or brulh-wood, 
are generally placed at the diftance of fifteen or twenty 
yards from each other, and ranged in fuch a manner as to 
form two fides of a long acute angle, growing gradually 
wider in proportion to the diftance they extmd from the 
entrance of the pound, which fometimes is not Icfs than 
two or three miles; while the deer's path is exactly 
along the middle, between the two rows of brulh-\\'ood. 

Indians employed on this fervice always pitch their tent 
on or near to an eminence that alford. a commanding pro
fpect of the path leading to the pound; and when they 
fee .any deer going that way, men, women, and child
ren walk along the lake or river-fide under cover of the 
woods, till they get behind them, then ftep forth to 
open view, and proceed towards the pound in the form 
of a crcfcent. The poor timorous deer finding them
felves pUTfued, and at the fame time taking the two rows 
of brulhy poleos to be two ranks ,?f people ftationed 
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'77" to pre;'cnt their palling on either fide, run fl:raight fol'-
L . ..J 

Mmh. word in the path till they get into the pound. The In-
,dians then clofe in, and block up the entrance with fome 
brulllY trees, that have been cut down and lie at hand 
fa" that purpofe. The deer being thus enclofed" the 
women and children walk round the pound, to prevent 
them from breaking or jumping over the fence, while the 

• 
men are employed Irearing [ueh as arc entangled in the 
fnarcs, and fhooting with bows and arrows thofe which 
rcmain loo[e in the pound. 

This method of hunting, if it deferve the name, is fome
times fo fuceefsful, that many families fublift by it with
out haring oecalion to move their tents above once or twice 
during the eourf<, of a whole winter; and when the 
Spring advances, both the deer and Indians draw out to 
the Eaftward, on the ground which is entirely barren; or 
at Ieaft what is fo called in thofe parts, as it neither ' pro
duces trees or fhrubs of any kind, fo that mofs and 
rome little grafs is all the herbage which is to be found on 
it, Such an eafy way of procuring a comfortable main
tenance in the Winter months, (which is by far the worft 
time of the year,) is wonderfully well adapted to the fup
port of the aged and infirm, but is too apt to occafion 
a habitual indolence in the young and all:ive, who fre
quently fpend a whole Winter in this indolent man
ner: and as thofe parts of th ... country are alrilOft def
titute of every animal of the furr kind, it cannot be fup-

pored 
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pofed that thofe who indulge themfdves in this indolent 
method of procuring food can be maners of any thing 
for trade; whereas thoCe who do not get their livelihood 
at fo eafy a rate, generally procure furrs enough during 
the Winter to purchafe a fufficicnt fuppl y of ammunition, . . 
and other European goods, to lall them another year. 
This is nearly the language of the more indullrious among 
them, who, of courfe, are of moll importance and value 
to the Hudfon's Bay Company, as it is from them the 
furrs arc procured which compofe the greateft part of 
Churchill trade. But in my opinion, there cannot erift a 
llronger proof that mankind was not created to enjoy hap
pinefs in this world, than the conduct of the miferable 
beings who inhabit this wretched part of it; as none but 
the aged and infirm, the women and children, a few of 
the more indolent and unambitious part of them, will 
fublnit to remain in the parts where food and clothing 
are p.{ocured in this eafy mal\fler, becaufe no animals are 

. produced there whore furrs are valuable. And what do the 
more indullrious gain by giving themfdves all this addi
tional trouble? The real wants of thefe people are few, 
and ealily fupplied; a hatchet, an ice-chiifel, a file, and 
a knife; are all that is required to enable them, with a little 
indu/hy, to procure a comfortable livelihood; and thofe 
who endeavour to poifefs more, are always the moft un-' 
happy, and may, in fact, bc {aid to be only /laves and 
carriers to the reft, whofe ambition never leads them 
to any thing beyond the means of procunng fo~d 
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and clothing. It is true, the carriers pride themfelves 
much on ~he refpect which is /hewn to them at the 
Factory; to obtain which they frequently r\ln great rif<lues 
of bting Ilarved to death in their way thither and back; 
and all that they can poffibly get there for the funs they 
procure after a year's toil, feldom amounts to more (han is 
fufficient to yield a bare fubfillence, and a few furrs for 
the cnfuing year's market; while thofe whom they call 
indole~t and mean-fpirited live generally in a Ilate of 
plenty, without trouble or rifque; and confequently mull 
be the moll happy, and, in truth, the moll indepeudcnt 
alfo. It mull be allowed that they are by far the grcatcll 
philofophers, as they never give themfelves the trouble to 
acquire what they can do well enough without. The 
deer they kill, furni/hes them with food, and a variety of 
warm and comfortable clothing, either with or without 
the hair, according as the feafons require; and it mu{j: be 
very hard indeed, if they cannot get furrs enough in' the 
courfe of two or three years, to purch'lfe a, hatchet, ano fuch 
other edge-tools as are necetrary for their purpofe. In
deed, thofe who take no concern at all about procuring 
furrs, have generally an opportunity of providing them
(elves with all their real wants from their more indullrious 
countrymen, in exchange for provifions, and ready-chetred 
ikins for clothi~. 

It is lUldoubtedly ~ duty of every one of the Com
pany's [ervants to eDcouragea [pirit ,of inqullryamong 

the 
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the natives, and to u(c every means in their power to in
duce them to procure furrs and other commodities for trade, 
by alluring them of a ready purchafe and good payment 
for every thing they bring to the Fadory: and I can truly 
fay, that this has ever been the grand objed of my at~ 
tention. But I muft at the fame time confefs, that fueh 
condud is by no means for the real benefit of the poor 
Indians; it being well known that thofe who have the leaft 
intercourfe with the Fadories, are by far the happieft. As 
th~ir whole aim is to procure a comfortable fubfillence, 
they take the moll prudent methods to accomplilh it; and 
by always following the lead of the deer, are feldom ex
pofed to the griping hand of famine, fo frequently felt by 
thofe who are called the annual traders. It is true, that 
there are few of the Indians, whore manner of life I have 
jufi defcribed, but have once in their lives at leaft vifited 
Prin,c of Wales's Fort; and the hardlhips and dangers 
whicn mcll of them experienced on thafe occalions, have 
Jeft futh a lalling iinpreffion on their minds, that nothing 
can induce them to repeat their vifits: nor is it, in fad, 
the interelt of the Company that people of this eafy tum, 
and who require only 'as much iron-work at a time as can 
be purchafed with three or four beaver /kins, and that 
only once in two or three years) Ibould be invited to the 
Fadories; becaufe what they beg and fteal while there, 
is worth, in the way' of trade, ' three times the quantity 
of furis which they bring. ' For this remon, it is much 
more Cot the intercft of the Company that the an~ 
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n", ' trader; thould buy up all thofe fmall quantities of 
f urrs, and bring them in their own name, than that a 
pared of beggars thould be encouraged to come to the 
Factory with fcarcely as many fUffs as will pay. for the 
victuals they eat while. they are. on· the plantation .. 

1 have often l'ieard it obfcrved, that the Indians who 
attend the deer-pounds might, in the courfe of a Win
ter, collect a vaft number of pelts, which would well 
dcferve the attention of thofe who arc called .carriers or 
traders ; but it is a truth, though unknown to thofe fpe
c:ubtors, that the deer /kins at that feafon arc not only as . 
thin as a bladder, but are alfo full of warbles, which ren
der them of little or no value. Indeed, were they a more 
marketable commodity thah they really are, the remote 
fituation of thofe pounds from the Company's Factories, 
muft. for ever be an unfurroountable barrier to the Indians 
bringing any of dillfe !kins to trade. The fame obfer,(ation 
may be made of all the other Northern Indians, whofe chief 
fupport, the whole year ronnd, is venifon; but the want of 
heavy draught in Winter, and water-carriage in Summer, 
will not. permit. them. to bring many deer !kin. to market, 
not even thofe that are in feafon, and for which there has 
always been. great encouragement given. 

We flopped only one night . in company with the In
dians whom we melon Pike Lake, and in the morning 
of the faurth, . pra<;eeded .. ta crors. the. ~inder of that 

.. Lake " 
)~ 



NOR THE R N 0 C E A N. 

Lake; but, though the weather was fine, and though 
the Lake was not more than twenty-feven miles broad at 
the place where we cro!fed it, yct the Indians loft fo mu{:h 
time at play, that it was the fel'enth before we arrived on 
the Weft fide of it. During the whole time we were 
crofling it, each night we found either points of land , or 
illands, to put up in. On the eighth, we lay a little to 
the Eift North Eaft of Black Bear Hill, where the In
dians killed two deer, which were the firft we had fccil 
for ten days; but having plenty of dried meat and ' fat 
with us, we were by no means in want during any part 
of that time. On the ninth, we proceeded on our cour[e 
to the Weftward, and Coon met with as great plenty of 
dwr as we had fcen during any part of om journey; 
which, no doubt, made things go on fmooth and eafy: 
and as the Spring advanced, the rigour of the Winter na
tUrfly abated, fo that at times we had fine pleafant 
weather over-head, though it was never fo warm as to 
occaG.on any thaw, unkfs in fuch places as lay expofed to·· 
the mid~day fun, and were {heltered from all the cold 
winds. 

On the nineteenth, as we were continuing Ollr courf" to 
the Weft an<! Well: · by South, we faw the tracks of feveral 
{hangers; and ~ following the main path, we arrived 
that night at five tents or Northern Indians, who had. re
£ded 'there great part of the Winter, fnaring deer in the 
Iiune manner as thofe before mentioned. indeed, it {honld 
• 
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("cm that this, as well as fome other place" had been 
frc'1"cltt'd more than once on this occalion; for the wood 
that had been cut down for (ewel, and other ufes, wasalmofi 
incred ible. Before morning, the weather became fo bad, 
and the fiorm continued to rage with [nch violence, that we 
did not move for fevera! days; and as fame of the Indians 
we met with at this place were going to Prince of }'1alcs's 
Fort in lhe Summer, I cl!1braced the opportunity of fending 
by them a Letter to the Chief at that Fort, agreeably to the 
tenor of my inlhuCtions. By fumming up my courfes and 
difiances from my lafi obfervation, for the weather at that 
time would not permit me W obfcrve, I judged myfclf to 
be in latitude 61" 30' North, and about 19" '60' of longi
tude to ' the Wefi of Ch";tthill River. This, and fome 
accounts of the ufage I received from the natives, with my 
opinion of the future fucce[s of the journey, formed the 
contents of my Letter. 

On the twenty-third, the weather became /ine and mo
derate, fo we once more purfued our way, and the next 
day, as well as on the twenty-lixth, faw [everal marc' 
tCllts of Northern Indians, who were employed in the 
fame manner as thofe we had formerly met; but '[orne of 
them having had bad [uctefs, and being relation! or ac
quaintances of part of my crew, jpined our company, 'and 
proGceded with us to the Wellward. Thtiugh' the deer 
aid nut then keep regular paths, {o as to enable die ln~ 
dians to catch them in pounds, yet they were ttl bl! rile!t' 
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with in great abundance in fcattered herds ; [0 that my 
companIons killed as many as they plcafed with their 
guns. 

We frill continued our cour[e to the Well and Well by 
South, and on the eighth of April, arrived at a fmall 
Lake, called Thde~ey-aza-yeth; but with what propriety 
it is fo called I cannot difcover, for the meaning of 
Thclewey-aza-yeth is Little Filh Hill: probably [0 called 
from a high hill which Ilands on a long point near the 
Well end of the Lake. On an illand in this Lake we 
pitched our tents, and the Indians finding deer very nu
merous, determined to Ilay here fome time, in order to 
dry and pound meat to take with us ; for they well knew, 
by the feafon of the year, that the deer were then draw
ing out to the barren ground, and as the Indians propofed 
to \1('llk due North on our leaving the Lake, it was lln~ 
certa)n when we fhould again meet with any more. A. 

Jcvera1 Indians had during the Winter joined our party, 
our number had now increafed to feven tents, which m 
the whole contained not lefs than feventy perfons. 

Agreeably to the Indians' propolals we remained at 
Thelewey-aza-yeth ten days; during which time my 
compani<lllS were . bufily employed (at their intervals 
from hunting) in · preparing {mall llaveS of birch-wood, 
;tboutone and a qUlU"ter inch [quan:, and fevcn or ·eight 
feet long. Thefe Cerve as tent-pules all the Sllmmer, 
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while on the barren ground; and as the fall advances, are 
converted into .fnow-lhoe frames for Winter ufe. Birch
rind, together with timbers and other wood-work for 
building canoos, were alfo another objeCl: of the Indian's 
attention while at this place; but as the canoes were not 
to be fet up t,ll our arrival at Clowey, (which was 'many 
miles diftant,) all the wood-work was reduced to its pro
per lize, for the fake of making it light for carriage. 

As to myfclf, I had little to do, except to make a few 
obfcrvations for determining the btitude, bringing up my 
journal, and filling up my chart to the profent time. I 
found the latitude of this place 61" 30' North, and its 
longitude, by my account, 1(/ Weft of Prince of Wales's 
Fort. 

,,,,h. Having a good ftock of dried provilions, and m~ of 
thc necdTary work for canoes all ready, on the eighrcenth 
we moved about nibe or tell miles to the North North. 
Weft, and then came to a tent of Northern Indians who 
were tenting 011 the North /ide of Thelewey-aza River, 
From thefe Indians Matonabbee purchafed another wife; 
fa that he had now no leIS than feven, moll of whom 
would for /izehave made good grenadiers. He prided 
himfelf much in the height and firength of his wives, and 
would frequently fay, few women would carry or haul 
heavier loads; and though they had, in;general, a very maf~ 
c...!ine appearance, yet he preferred them 'to thofe of a 

more 
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more delicate form and moderate fiatur~. In a country 
like this, where a partner in excdlive hard labour is the 
chief motive for the union, a~d the fofter endearments 
of a conjugal life are only conlidered as a fecondary. 
object, there fcems to be great propriety in Cuch a choice; 
but if all the men were of this way of thinking, what 
would'become of the greater part of the women, who in 
general are but of low flature, and many of them of a moll: 
delicate make, though not of the exactefi proportion, or 
mofi beautiful mould? Take them in a body, the women 
arc as dcfiitutc of real beauty as any nation I ever faw, 
though there arc fame few of them, when young, who are 
tolerable; but the care of a family, added to their con
flant hard labour, foon make the 1110fi beautiful among 
them look old and wrinkled, even before they are thirty; 
and feveral of the more ordinary ones at that age are perfect 
af\1idotes to love and gallantry. This, ll.Owevcr, docs not 
re~\ier them lefs dear and valuable to their owners, which 
is a'lucky circumfiance for thoCe women, and a certain 
proof that there is no fueh thing as any ruk or fl:andard 
for beauty. Aik a Northern Indian, what is beauty? he 
we will anfwer, a broad flat face, {juall eyes, high cheek
bones, three or four broad black lines a-erofs each cheek, 
a low forehead, a large broad chin, a clumCy hook-noCc, 
a t.wney hide, and bRafis hanging down to the belt, 
Thofe beautios are greatly heightened, or at leafi rendered 
more valuable, when the polTdfor is capable of dreiling 
all kinds of ikins, converting them into the different parts 
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of thei r c1uthing, alld able to carry eight or ten • /lone 
in Slimmer, or haul a much greater weight in Winter. 
Thde, "nd " other fimilar accolllpliihments, are all that 

'arc fought aftcr, or expeCted, of a Northern Indian woman, 
As to their temper, it is-of little confcqucncc; for thc men 
bve a wonderful facility in mak ing the moll: Il:llbborn 
comply with as milch alacrity as could poffibly be e~pca:ed 
from thofe of the mild ell: and molt obliging turn of mind; 
fo that the only real difFerence is, the one obeys through fear, 
and the other complies cheerfully from a willing mind; both 
knowing that what is commanded mult be done, They 
are, in [lct, all kept at a great dill:ancc, and the rank they 
hold in the opinion of the men cannot be better expre/led 
or explained, than by obferving the method of treating 
or ferving them at meals, which would appear very humi
liating, to an European woman, though cullom makes it 
fit light on thofe whofe lot it is to bear it, It is nccelljlry 
to obferve, that when the men kill any large beall:, {the 
women :lIe always fent to bring it to the tent: wheli'it is 
brought there, every optratioll it undergoes, filch as fplit
ring, drying, pounding, &c, is performed by the women. 
When any thing is to be prepared for eating, it is the 
women who cook it; and when it is done, the wives 
and daughters of the greatell: Captains in the country are 
never ferved, till all the males, "even thofe who are in the 
capacity of fervants, have eaten what they think proper; 

• The none here: meant is fourteen pounds. 

and 
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and in times of [cartily it is frequently their lot to be left 
without a lingle morfel. It is, however, natural to think 
they take the liberty of helping themfclvcs in fccrct; bUi 
this mllfi be do"" with [,;rcat prudence, as capital em
bezzlements of l'roviiions in fueh times ale looked on as 
afl'air's ('f rcal confcquencc, and frequently [u bjctt them to 
a very fevere heating. If they are practifed by a woman 
whofe youth and inattelltionto domcfiic concellls cannot 
plead in her favour, they will for ever be a blot in her 
character, and few men will churl' to havc her for a wife, 

Finding plenty of good birch growing by the fide of 
Thdey-aza River, we remained there for a few days, in 
ordl~- to complete all the wood-work for the canoes, as 
well as for every other ufe for which we could poiIibly 
want it on the barren ground, during our Summer's 
ere-i fe. On the twentieth, Matonabbee fent one of his 
bro~ers , and fome others, . a-head, with bi rch-rind and 
wood-work for a canoe, and gave them orders to proceed 
to a fmall Lake ncar the barren ground cc,l1cc\ Clol'.T\' , 
where they wc~~ delired to make all poffiblc hailc in build
ing the canoe, that it might be ready on our arrival. 

Having finitbed fueh wood-work as the Indians thought 
would be necelfary, and having augmented om ilock 
of dried meat and fat, tht: twcnty-liril was oppointcd 
for moving; but one of the womm having heen taken 
in labour, and it being rather an cxtraordinory cafe, we 
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"'Cre dc'rained more than two days. The inllant, how
ever, the poor woman was delivered, which was nat 
ulltii !ho had fuif"red all the pains u(ually felr on thofc 
occafions for ncar fifry-two ·hours, the lignal was made 

formevi I1g when the poor creature took her infant on 
her back and fet out with the nil of the cor;npany; 
and though another per (on had the humanity to haul 
her fiedge for her, (for one day only,) !he was obliged to 
carry a conlidcrable load bcfide her little chJTge, and was 
frequently obliged to wade knee-dccp in waler and wet 
fnow. H er very looks, cxc1ulive of her moans, were a 
fuRlcicn t proof of the great pain file endured, infomuch 
that although !he was a perfon J greatly diflikcd, her dif
trefs at this time fa overcame my prejudice, that I nevt'r 
felt more for any of her fex in my life; indeed her .fighs 
pierced me to the foul, and rcndered me very mifcrable, 
as it was not in my power to relieve her. 

When a Northern Indian woman is taken in labour, 
a fmall tent is erected for her, at fuch a dill:ance from 
the other tents that her cries cannot e.~lily be heard, 
and the other women and young girls are her conll:ant 
vilitants: no male, except children in arms, ever offers 
to approach her. It is a circumll:ance perhaps to be la
mented, that there people never attempt to affill each 
other on thofe occalions, even in I he moll critical cafes. 
This is in fome meafure owing to delicacy, but more pro- . 
bably to an opinion they entertain that nature is abun-

dantly 
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dandy fuffieient to perform every thing requit ed, without 
any external help whatever. When I informed them 
of the alIi~ance which European women derive fron., 
the /kill and attention of our midwives, they treated it 

\with the utmofi contempt; ironically obfcrvi:lg, · " that 
" il1f many hump-backs, bandy-legs, and other deformi
" tics, [0 frequent among the Englifh, were undoubtedly 
" owing to the great /kill of the perfons who alftfitd in 
" bringing them into the world, and to the extraordinary 
" care of their nurfes afterward." 

A Northern Indian woman after child-birth is rec
koned unclean for a month or five weeks; during which 
time fhe always remains in a· fmall tent placed at a Iitt!e 
difiancc from the others, with only a female acquaintance 
or two; and during the whole time the father never fees 
d,e child. Their rcafon lor this praCtice is, that children 
wt(n firfi born are fometimcs not very lightly, having in 
general large heads, and but little hair, and are, moreover, 
often difcoloured by the force of the labour; fo that were 
the father to fee them to fuch great difadvantagc, he might 
probably take a dillike to them, which never afterward 
could be removed. 

The names of the children arc always given to them 
by the parents, or [orne p"rfon ncar of kin. Thofe of the 
boys ·are various, and generally derived from fome place, 
feafon, or animal; the names of the 'girls are ch iell y 
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taken f"'lIl fome part or pmpcrty of a Martin; luch 
as, the White Martin, the Black Martin, the Summer 
Martin, the Martin's Head, the Martin 's Foot, the Martin's 
H eart, die Martin's Tail, &c. " 

On thc twenty-third, as I hinted above, we tbegan 
to move forward , and to fhapc our eourfe nearly North; 
but the weather was in gencral fa hot, and fo much tilOw 
had, in confequenee, been melted, as madc it bad walking 
in filOW-lhocs, and lueh exceeding heavy hauling;, that it 
was the third of May before \\"e em,ld arrive at Clowey, 
though the dillancc was not above eighty-li \'e miles from 
Thelcwey-aza-yeth. In our way wc erolled paTt of two 
fmaJl Lakes, called Tittamcg Lake and Scar tack Lake; 
neither of which arc of any note, though both abound 
with line lilli • 

. Macon3bbec had eight wives, and they were all called Martins. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. V. 

Tran[uCtions at Clowey, and on our J Oll rney, till our' 
Arrival at the Copper-mine River. 

o£''lJera/~/lrt'''ge l"dil111! joill tu.-lm/i(lJlj emp!t~ .. c.i bui/.-li1l! (cntir.;: dt:
/cripliim alid I~k '!lthem.-A1o,.e I lltiiam juill m, t f) the OnllJlln! r.:f 
fillle 1.IIIlIdrcds.-I ,,:ave C/(jwq.-Rtuivc inlclligm,t' that K(c~'i)ie.: 

'l.OtlS ncar lIs.-7'lc!() ) 'fJllJIg 7/l£'Il d!(pa/cbcd fi'l" ~r lellers and gOf)d:. 

Arrive at PtjJ)(1.fJ J~/ke ; cr?(s pari of iI, and mOk,,- n large jiIMkc.-
0/1{: if Maf(l1labbec'.r 'wi'<J(s (/vpeJ.-Some rcmurh 011 the fi.?.f.iv::s.-Ku!

Dlio jail/.r /l.r, and dt'liven 111)' /cf/t'rJ , btll the guods wen: al! exp:nJcd. 
-A pl()y/berll i"dioll wiJhes / 0 talt Me if Alalollabbu's 'z::Jiv,:~' 

Yuill bim; mallcn CG1lIjr()1JlI/i:d, bill IJad lile to have proved fola! t :J 

1I!)'progrtfl.- Crr:fi P~jll(:''lr.' Ldh,', W/JCII f make propl'r orn>lIgrmm/; } ;)1" 
tbe rmw;uda (1' Ill] jUllrlll)'.-Mllll)' Illdians j Ol1! O!Ir p:n-t)" , in (; ,-da 

10 lIIUi-c "-C'or Ull Ihl: Ffil"imallx at t/J,: Ccpp(:r R;"'er.-Pr('Part?(,,!.'~, 

made: .fur tbal p"rp~(c 'whiff at C/O'U'L'),.-Prvl"£'L'd 01/ olfrjf)urnry ff) lb. 
}jurlb.-S(}1Jh'rl'1J!or/u (jll I!I(.· ·l£'t1)'.-Cnfs Cogead L ake (J!l Ihe ic:.
'Itt S,," did 1101 i 'I.-Arrive al CClIgecathd1..(,bacbaga,-Fiud fiV::I,:tf 

Coit-ocr imfi..InJ I/J('rt'.-Rl'marla and traI!J;t:7io flS dl/rillg wr fidJ' i;'( 

COflgecalh"wharhaga.-Prudcd Gil 011,. j UllrllC)'.-H 'colht'r 'V'O), I'd:..'.

Arri,vc at tb,' StOIlt:)' }\10ll"",i!1J.-SvIlU: ac,'ullfll if tlJcm.-Cr,:F l.;,.t 
lIf BuJlido Loke on Ihi' ta.-Saw mall)' 1l1t!/k.oxm.-Dif.'r,jViO:J q/ 
Iht:11l.-?Vt'llt wilh jome India/IS 10 '1.1iLW G"izz/c-bl.'ur JJill.-Ju;/! ,I 

Jlrange Nortvcrt! i1/dian J .... I.:ader, called 0'6'(:, ill compoN), 'with filiI( 
Copper fndians.-Thcir bebaviour 10 me.-Arri'/Jt: al lhe Copper-Hlitle' 

River. 

T HE L"kc Clowey is . not much more than twelve 
miles broad in the widell part. A {mall river which 

rtlins into it on the Well /ide, is {aid by the Indians to 
join the Athap\l[cow Lake. 

On. 
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On our arrival at Clowey on the third of May, we 
found that the Captain's hrother, and thofe who were fent 
.-head with him from Thcley-aza River, had only got 
there two days before us; and, on account of the weather, 
had not made the leafl: progrefs in building the canoe, thi" 
plan of which they had taken with them. The (lIre day 
we got to Clowey feveral other Indians joined '" from 
different quarl~f>, with intent to build their canoes at the 
fame place. Sume of thofe Indians had relided within 
four or Ii,'e miles, to the South Eafl: of Clowey all the 
Winter; and had procured a plentiful livelihood by 
filaring deer, in the manner which has been already de
[eribed. 

Immediately after our arrival at Clowey, the Indians 
began to build their canoes, and embraced every conve
nient opportunity for that purpo(e: but as warm and .dry 
weather only is lit for this bufinefs, which was b{ no 
means the cafe at prerent, it was the eighteenth of May 
before the canoes bdunging to my .party could be com
pleted. On the nineteenth we agreed to proceed on our 
journey; but Matonabbee'. canoe meeting with fome 
damage, which took near a whole day to n:pair, we were 
detained till the twentieth. 

Thofe veffds, though made of the fame materials with 
the canoes of the Southern Indians, differ from them both 
in filape and confl:fuClio\1; they arc al[o muth fmaller and 

lighter, 
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lighter; and though very flight and ftmplc in"their con
firutl:ion, are neverthekfs the hell: that could pollibly be 
contrived for the ufe of thofe poor people, who arc frc
a!.uently obliged to carry them a bundred, and fometimcs 
a '1I.~ndred and fifty miles at a time, without having occa
fion to Qut them into the water. Indeed, the chief ufe of 
there canoes is to ferry over unfordablc rivcrs; though 
fometimes, and at a few places, it mull: be acknowledged, 
that they arc of great fervice in killing deer, as they enable 
the Indians to erofs rivers and the narrow parts of lakes; 
they are alfo ufcful in killing fwans, geefe, ducks, &c. in 
the moulting fcafon. 

All the tools ufed by an Indian ill building his calloe, 
as wdl as in making his fnow-/hoes, and every other kind 
of wood-work, conlill: of a hatchet, a kniti:-, a file, and 
an awl; in the ufe of which they arc fo dextrous, that 
every thing they make is executed with a neatnefs not to 
he excelled by the moll: expert mechanic, awll:ed with 
every tool he could wi/h. 

In /hape the Northern Indian canoe bears fome rcfem
b1ance to a weaver's /hut tie; being flat-bottomed, with . 
flraight upright lides, and /harp at each end; but the fiern 
is by far the widefi part, as there the baggage is generally 
laid, and occaftonally a fecond perfon, whoalwaysliesdown 
at full length in the bottom of the canoe. In this rnan- . 
ner they carry one another acro[,· ri,'crs and the nan:ow.,_ 
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parts of lates in thofe little veerels, which fddom exceed 
twelve or thi,teen feet in length, and are from twenty 
inches to two feet broad in the widell: part. The head, 
or fore part, is unneceifarily long, and narrow; ang ... 
is all covered over with birch-bark, which adds conlidlr
ably to the weight, without contributing to the/:urthen 
of the veere!. In general, thefe Indians make u.e of the 
lingle paddle, though a few have double ones, like the 
Efquimaux: the latter, however, are feldom ufed, but 
by thofe who lie in wait to kill deer as they erofs rivers 
and narrow lakes *. 

During our Il:ay at Clowey we were joined by upward 
of two hundred Indians from different quarters, moll: of 
whom built canoes at this place; but as I was under the 
proteCtion of a principul man, no one offered to molell: 

• &e Pbtc IV. where Fig. A repre[ents the bottom of the canoe, 1 Fig. B 
being the (oTt-part. Fig. C is the complete frame of one before it is covered 
with thr.· bark of the birch-tree: it is · repreknted on an artificial bank, whicl: 
the nativeS' raife co build it on. Fig.)) is an end~vieW' of a fetoftimbers., 
bent and lalhed in dlcir proper !hape, and left to dry. Fig. E is the TC'pre
{entation of ;1. complete canoe. Fig. F reprefems one of their paddlt:s. 
Fig. G a {pear with which tbey kill deer; and Fig. H~ their mode of carrying 
the canoe. 

The foHowing rcferenctS are to the [evera! parts of the canoe: Fig. C. 
J. The II<m. 2. The Rern-poR. 3. Two forked mcks fupporring the 
ftem and ftern~poft. ..... The gunwales. 5. Small rods placed between the 
timbers and birch-back that covers tht'm. 6. The timbera~ 7. The keelfon.. 
I. Large Rones placed the,e to keep the bottom Ready till tho fides arc 
,",cd on. 

mc. 
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me, nor can I fay they were very clamorous for any thing 
I had. This was undoubtedly owing to Matonabbee's in 
l'Iitming them of my true lituation; which was, that I 
pad not, by any means, fufficient nccelliuies for myfclf, 
cl' lch lefs to give away. The few goods which I had with 
me we,~ intended to be r~ferved for the Copper and Dog
ribbed lI'dians, who never viGt the Company' s FaCtories. 
Tobacco was, however, always given away; for everyone 
of any note, who joined us, expeCted to be treated with a few 
pipes, and on fome occaGons it was fcarecly polIiblc to getofl-' 
without prefenting a few inches * to them; which, with 
the confiant fupplies which I was obliged to furni/h my 
own crew, decreafed that article of my 11:0ck fo fal1:, that 
notwithl1:anding I had yet advanced fo [mall a part of my 
journey, more than one half of my 11:0re was expended. 
Gun-powder and /hot alfo were articles commonly afked for 
by mol1: of the Indians we met; and in general thefe were 
dealt round to them with a liberal hand by my guide Ma
.tonabliee. I mull:, however, do him the jul1:ice to ac
knowledge, that what he dill:rihuted was all his own, 
which he had purchafed at the FaCtory; to my certain 
knowledge he bartered one hundred and fifty martins' 
lkins for powder only; betides a great number of beaver, 
and ot·her furrs, for /hot, ball, iron-work, 'and tohacco, 
purpofely to give away among his countrymen; as he .had 
certainly as many of theft: articles given to him as were, in 

• The tobacco ufcd in HuMon's B3Y is the Brafil [abaeeo ; which is twilted 
into [he . form of a rope. of ncar an inch diarnrt('T~ and then wound into a. 
large roll 'J from which it is taken by meafurc- J of kngth, for the nati ves. • • 
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his opinion, fufficient for our fupport during our journey 
out and home. 

Matonabbee's canoe having been repaired, on the twen
tieth we left Clowey, and proceeded Northward. TII"t 
morning a fmall gang of {hangers joined us, who ;:.formed 
my guide, that Captain Kcellhies was within a dlY's walk 
to the Southward. Kecllhies was the man by wl10m I had 
fent a letter to Prince of Wales's Fort, from Catha
whachaga, in the beginning of July one thouCand feven 
hundred and feventy; but not long after that, ha"ing the 
misfortune to break my quadrant, I was obliged to returo 
to the Fort a fecond time; and though we faw many 
finokes, and Cpoke with feveral Indians on my return 
that year, yet he and I miffed each other on the barren 
ground, and I had not feen or heard of him lince that time. 

As Matonabbee was defirous that f lhould receive my 
letters, and alfo the goods I had written for, he difpatched 
two of his young men to bring them. We continued 
our journey to the Northward; and the next day 
f.~ VI feverallarge fmokes at a great di/hnce to the Eaflward 
on the barren grmllld, which were fuppofed to be made 
hy fome parties of Indians bound to Prince of Wales's 
Fort with furrs and other commodities for trade. 

On the twenty-fecond and twenty-third, we proceeded 
to the North, at the rate of fourteen or fifteen miles 
a-day; and in the eveI:,ing of the latter, got clear of all 

tOle 
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the woods, and lay on the barren ground. The fame 
~vening the two young men who were fent for my let
ters, &c. returned, and told me that Keellhies had pro-. 
mifed to join us in a few days, and deliver the things to 
me w~th his own hand. 

The\wenty-fourth proved bad and rainy weather, [,) 
that we only walked about feven miles, when finding a 
few blafted ftumps of trees, we pitched our tents. It was 
well we did [0, for toward night we had exceffivcly bad 
weather, with loud thunder, ftrong lightning, and heavy 
rain, attended with a very hard gale of wind from the 
South Weft; toward the next morning, however, the 
wind veered round to the North V\Tefi, and the wearh,,: 
became intenfely cold and frolly. We walked that day 
about eight miles to the Northward, when W~ II'cr~ 
obliged to put up, being almoft benumbed with cold. 
There we found a few dry Ilumps, as we had done the day 
before, whieh ferved us for fewel • 

The 

• I have obfcrved," during my fev~ral jOlJlonics in tho(e pans, th:lt all the v.·a~; 
to the North of Seal River the edge of the wood is faced with old withncd 
fiumps, and trees which have been blown down by the wind. T hey arc moflly 
of the [on which is called here Juniper, but "'at fi:IJC>ln of an)' con ridcrab le 
fizt'. Thofe blafted trees are found in fome pares to extend to the dil'bnce ot" 
tWt'Ut)' miles from the living woods, and detached patches of them arc mudL 

farcher off i which is 2. proof tll4lt che cold has been incr..:aling in tho(c pans. 
fDr rome ag('!;. Incic('tl, fome of the older Northern ]ndi:ms have afftll·cd mt". 
that they have heard their fiichcr:; al1d grandfathers fay, they r('mnllbcreJ the 
gr~atdl: part of {hore phccs where: the trrt's :ue now blaRed ,mil dead, itl. a 
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The wc~ther on the twenty-fixth was [0 bad, with lilOW 
and thick drifting /leet, that we did not move; but the 
next IHorning I'rOl-ing fine and pleakmt, we dried our 
things, and walkt'd about twelve miles to the Northward; 
molt at the way on the ice of a [mall river which, rutls 
into Pdhew Lake -, We then k'lW a linokc to tJHi'Sou th
",;:rd, which we judged to be made by Kedfhil" ; [0 we 
po,,; up for the night by the [,de of the above-mentioned 
Lake, where I expeCted we fhould have waited for his 
arrival; bur, to my great [urprize, on the morrow we 
again fct forward, and walked twenty-two miles to the 
Northward on Pefhew Lake, and in the afternoon pitched 
our tents on an i/land, where, by my delire, the Indians 
made a large fmoke, and propofed to /lay a day or two for 
Captain Keelfhies, 

In the night, one of Matonabbce's wives and another 
woman eloped: it was fuppofed they went off t9 the 
Eaftward, in order to meet their former hulbands, from 

, 
Bourilhing flate j and that they were remarkable for abounding with deer. It 
is a well-known faCt, that many""accr are fonel of freqU( nting thofe plains 
wheft the jUDipcr trees abound ncar barren grounds, particularly in fine wea. 
ther duri ng the Winterj but in heavy gales of wind they eiehu take fhelter in 
the thick woods, or go out on the open plains. The Indians. who never want 
a rear on for any thin~ fay, that the deer quit the thin ftraggling woods during 
the high winds, bc:caufe the nodding of the trees, when at a confiderablc dif. 
ance from each other, frighten~ th~m ; but in the midft of a thick foreR, the 
conRant nlflling of the branches lulls them into fecurity, and renders them an 
c:tfy prey to a ikilful hunter. 

Probably the fame wuh Panri!ige Lake in the Map. 
whom 
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whom they had been fometime before taken by force. 
This affair made more noife and bume than I could 
llave fuppofcd; and Matonabbee feemed entirely difcon
certed, and quite inconfolable for the lo[s of his wife. 
She was certainly by far the handfomen of all his flock, 
of a ~oderate fize, and had a fair complexion; Ibe ap
parentl&po~elfed a mild temper, and very engaging man
ners. It) fact, Ibe feemed to have every good quality that 
could be expected in a Northern Indian woman, and that 
could render her an agreeable companion to an inhabit
ant of this part of the world, She ,had not, however, 
appeared happy in her late fituation; and chofe rather 
to be the fole wife of a fprightly. young fellow of no 
note, (though very capable of maintaining her,) than to 
have the feventh or eighth Ibare of the affection of the 
greaten man in the country, I am forry to mention all 
incident which happened while we were building the 
canoes at Clowey, and which by no means does honour to 
Matotlabbee: it is no lefs a crime than that of having ac
tually nabbed the hufhand of the above-mentioned girl in 
three places; and had it not been for timely alliftance, 
would certainly have murdered ~im, for no other reafon 
than becaufe the poor man had fpoken difrefpectfully of 
him for having taken his wifeaWlSy"'by force. The cool 
deliberation with which Matonabbee committed this bloody 
action, convinced me it had been a long premeditated de
hgn; for he no fooner heard of the man' s arrival, than 
he opened one of ms wives' bundles, and, with the greateft 

compofure, 
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compofure, took out a new long box-handled knife, went 
iu to the man's tent, and, without any prtface whatever, 
took him by the collar, and began to cxecute his horrid 

,ddign. The poor man anticipating his danger, fdl on 
his f.lct', and called for allifiance; but before any could 
be had he received three wounds in the back. For-

h 
,t 

tunatdy for him, they all happened on t e IhouldcJ-blade. 
fo that his life was fpared. When Matonabl>ceA-eturned 
to IllS tellt, after committing this horrid deed, he f.lt down 
as compofe.dly as if nothing had happened, called for 
water to walh his bloody hands and knife, fmoked his 
pipe as ufual, fce~ed to be perfeClly at cafe, and aiked if 
I did not think he had done right? 

It has ever been the cufiom among thofe people for the 
men to wrefile for any woman to whom they are attached; 
",nd, of courfe, the flrongefl party always carries off the 
prize. A weak man, unlefs he be a good hunter and well
beloved, is fddom permitted to keep a wife that a flronger 
man thinks worth his notice: for atany time when the wives 
of thofe 1hong wrefilers arc heavy-laden either with furrs 
or provifions, they makc;..no fcruple of tearing any other 
man's wife from his bofom, and making her bear a part 
of his luggage. Thi, cllflom prevails throughout all their 
tribes, and caufes a great fpirit of emulation among their 
youth, who are upon all occalions, from their childhood, 
trying their flrength and Jkill in wfefiling. This enables 
them t9 prote~ their property, and particularly their w~ves, 

from 
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from the hands of thofe powerful ravilhers; fome of .whom 
make almoft a livelihood by taking what they pleafe from 
'the weaker parties, without making them any return. 
Indeed, it is reprefented as an act of great generolity, if 
they condefcend to make an unequal exchange; as, in 
genernl, abufe and infult are the only return for the lof. 
which ,. fufiained. 

" 

The way in which they tear the women and other pro
perty from one another, though it has the appearance of the 
greateft brutality, can fcarcelybe called fighting. I never 
knew any of them recei~ the leaf!: hurt in thefe ren
contres; the whole bulinefs conlifts in hauling each other 
about by the hair of the head; they are feldom known 
dther to ftrike or kick one another. It is not uncommon 
for one of them to cut off his hair and to greafe his ears, 
immediately before the conteft begins. This, however, i. 
don~ privately; and it is fometimes truly . laughable, to 
lee one of the parties firutting about with an air ·of- great 
importance, and calling out, "Where is he? Why does 
" he not come out ," when the other will bolt out with 
a c1eanfhomed·head and grea~ ean, rulh on his anta
gonift, {eize him' by thebair, and ·though perhaps a 
much weaker man, foon drag him to the ground, while 
the1lronger is not able to lay hold on him. It ··is very 
~uent on thofe occaGons for each party to have fpies; 
fo,watch the other's motiam, which puts them more on 
a -' footing of equality. For want of hair to pull, they 
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feize each other about the waHl, with legs wide extended, 
and try their Il:rength, by endeavouring to vie who can 
firll: throw the other down. 

On thefe wrell:ling occafions the Il:anders-by never at
teqlpt to interfere in the contell:; even one brothe"roffers 
not to alIill: another, unlefs it be with advice, wltlch, as 
it is always delivered openly on the fidd during ~he con
teft, may, in fad:, be faid to be equally favourable to 
both parties. It fometimes happens that one of the 
wrell:lers is fuperior in Ilrength to the other; and if a 
woman be the caufe of the contell:, the weaker is fre
quently unwilling to yield, notwithll:anding he is greatly 
overpowered. When this happens to be the cafe, the re
lations and friends, or other bye-Il:anders, will fometimes 
join to perfuade the weaker combatant to give up the 
COil tell, left, by continuing it, he fhould get bruifed 
and hurt, without the JeaIl: probability of being abl~ to 
proted: what he is contending for. I obferved that very 
few of thofe people were difi'atisfied with the 'wives which 
had fallen to their lot, for 'whenever any confiderable 
number of them were in CCimpany, fcarcely a day pafi'ed 
without fome overtures being made for cOn tells of this 
kind i and it was often very unpleafant to me, to fee the 
objed: of the cO/1Ieft fitting :in penfive filence watching her 
fate, while her hulband and his rival were contending for 
the prize. I have indeed not only felt pity for thofe pOor 
wretched vid:ims, but the urmoft indignation, when I 

have 
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have feen them won, perhaps, by a man whom they mor
tally hated. On thofe occaUons their grief and reluClance 

"'" follow their new lord has been fa great, that the buli
nefs has often ended in the greatell brutality; for, in the 
Ilruggle, I have feen the poor girls llripped quite naked, 
and "!fried ' by main fon::e to their new lodgings. ' At 
other ti(nes it was pleafant enough to fee a fine girl led off 
the field. ,from a Iiufuand /he diiliked, with a {car in one 
eye and a finger on the other: for cullom, or delicacy 
if you plea!e, has taught them to think it necelfary to 
whimper a little, let the change be ever fo much to their 
inclination. I have throughout this account given the 
women the appellation of girls, which is pretty applicable, 
as the objeCl:s of contell are generally young, and without 
any family': few of the men chufe to be at the trouble of 
maintaiiling-other people's children, except on particular 
occaUons, which will be taken notice of hereafter. 

Some of the old men, who are famous on account of 
their fuppofed /kill in conjuration, have great influence in 
perfuading the , rabble froll\ committing thofe outrages; 
but the humanity of thefe fag~ is feldom known to ex
tend beyond their own families. , In defence of them they 
will exert. their utmoll influence; but when their own 
relations are guilty of the fame crime, they feldom inter
fere. This partial conduCl: creates fome , fecret, and fe
veral open enemies; but the generality of their neigh
bours are deterred, through feat or [upcrftition, frpin CXc- 0, 

p ~ ('uti I);!' 
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cuting their revenge, and even from talking difrefpea
full y of them, unlefs it be behind their backs; which if; a 
v ice of which almoft every Indian in this country, without· 
.~xception, is guilty. 

Notwithftanding the Northern Indians are [0 co~rtous, 
and pay fo little regard to priITate property as to take ' 
every advant~ge of bodily ftrength to rob their neighbours, 
not only of their goods, but of . their wives, yet they are, 
in other refpetts, the mildeft tribe, or nation, that is to' 
be iound on the borders of Hudfon's nay: for let their 
affronts or Joifes be ever fo great, they never will feek any 
other revenge than that of wreftling. As for murder, 
which is fo cornmon among all the tribes of Southern In
dians, it is feldom heard of among them. A murderer is 
Ihunned and detefted by all the tribe, and is obliged to 
wanJer up and down, forlorn and forfaken even by his 
own relations and former friends . In that refpett a mur
derer may truly be compared to Cain, after he had killed 
his brother Abel. The cool reception he meets with by 
all who know him, occafionr him to grow melancholy, 
and he never leaves any ply.e but the whole company fay, 
" There goes the murderer I" The women, it is true, fome
times receive an unlucky blow from their hulbands for 
mifbehaviour, which occafions their death .; but this is 
thought nothing of : and for one mao or woman to kill 
another out of revenge, or through jealoufy, or on any 
other account, is fo extraordinary, that very few are now 

2 exilling 
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t~ng who-have been 'guilty of it. At the prefCnt mo
l know not.one, belide Matonabbee, who ever made 

Ltt<~mIPt of that nature; and he is, in every other rerpett, 
fuch univ~rfal good fenfe, and, as an Indian, 

great humanity, that) am at a lofs -how to account 
-h~ having been guilty of fueh a crime, unlefs it be 

by his~aving.lived among the Southern Indians fa l~g, as 
to become tainted withctheirblood-thidl:y, rev~ful, and 
vindiCtive difpolition. 

Early in the morning of the twenty-ninth, Captain 
Kedfhies joined us. He delivered to me a packet of let
ters, and a two-quart keg oi French brandy; but alfured 
me, that the powder, fhot, tobacco, knives, &c. which 
he received at the Fort for n~e, were all expended. He 
endeavoured to make fame apology for this, by fayillg, 
that fame of his relations died in the Winter, and that he 
had, according to their cufrom, thrown all his own things 
away·; -after which he was obliged to have recourfe to my 

. ammunition and other goods, to fuppoTt himfclf and a 
numerous family. The verl' afreCting manner in which 
he related this ftory, often cryins.like a child, was a great 
proof of his extreme farrow, which he wifhed to per
fuade me _ arofe from the recolleCtion of his having em
bezzled [a much of my property j but I was of a differ
ent opinion, and attributed his grief t<l arife from the 
remembrance of his deceafed relations.. However, as a 
fmall recompence for my 10fa, he -prefented me with four 

ready-
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ready-drelled moofe-lkins, which was, he faid, the only 
retribution he could then make. The moofe-Ikins, though 

'not the twentieth part of the value of the goods which. 
'he had embezzled. were in reality more acceptable to 
me, than the ammunition and the other articles would 
have been, on account of their great ufe ,as !hoe-leather, 
whieh at that time was a' very {carce article with us, 

~ r • 

whereas we had plenty of powder and !hot. 

On the fame day that Keel!hies joined us, an Indian 
man, wp.o had been fome time in our company, inulled on 
taking one of Matonabbee's wives from him by force, un
lefs he complied with his dc;mands, which were, that 
Matonabbee !hould give him a certain quantity of ammu
nition, fome pieces of iron-work, a kettle, and fevera! 
other articles; everyone of which, Matonabbee was obliged 
to deliver, or lofe the woman; for the other man far ex
celled him in llrength. Matonabbee was more exafperated 
on this occaGon, as the fame man had fold him the woman 
no longer agG than .the nineteenth of ,the preceding April. 
Having expended.all the gooc;fs he then polrdfed,however, 
he wa, determined to ma\sl!~mo.ther bargain for her; and as 
!he was what may be called a valuable woman in their 
ellimation; that is, one who was not only tolerably per
fonable, but n:ckoned very .lkiIful in manufaduring the 
different kinds of .leather, /kins, and fUm, and at the 
lame time very clever in the performance of every other 
domellic duty requln:d of the £ex in this part ,.0£ the 

world; 
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~f,; Matonabbee was more unwilling to part with her, 
.RIi~ : llly as he had fo lately fuffered a lofs of the fame 

Thi~ difpute, which was after fome hours decided by 
words ~d prefents, had like to have proved ~J "" my 
expedition; for Matonabbee, who at that time thought 
himfelf as great a man as then lived, took this aaront fa 
much to heart, efpeciallyas it was offered in my prefence, 
that he almoft determined not to proceed any farther to
ward the Copper-mine River, and was on the point of 
fttiking off to the Weftward, with an intent to join the 
Athapu[co Indians, and continue with them: he being 
perfeCtly well acquainted with all their leaders, and molt 
of the principal Indians of that country, from whom, 
during a former refidence among them of feveral years, he 
faid he had met with more civility than he ever did from 
hi. own countrymen. As Matonabbee feemed refolutcly 

• bent on his defign, I had every reafon to think that my 
third expedition would prov_ equally unfuccefsful with 
the two former. I was not, ho_ver, under the leaft ap
prehenfion for my own fafety, as he promifed to take me 
with him, and procure me a patrage to Prince of Wales'. 
Fort, with fOrne of the Athapufcowlndians, who at that" 
time annually vifited the Fadory in the way of trade. 
Aftci' waiting till I thought Matonabbee's paffion had a
little abated, I uftd every argument of which J was malter 
~n favour of his proceeding on the journey; alluring him 

not 
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not only of the future efieem of the prefent 'Governor of 
Prince of Wales's Fort, ,but alfo of that of all his fucce/fors , 

"as long as he lived; and that even the Hudfon's Bay Com
pany themfdves would be ready to acknowledge his alIi
duity and perfeverance, in conducting a bulinefs which had 
fo m\J"h,the appearance of proving advantageous t~ ' them. 
After fome'converfation of this kind, and a gO(ld ~eal of 
intreaty, he at length confented to proceed, and promifed 
to make all polIiblc hafie. Though it was then late in the 
afternoon, he gave orders for moving, and accordingly we 
walked about feven miles that night, and put up on ano
ther iiland in Pelhew Lake. The preceding afternoon 
the Indians had killed a few deer; but our number was 
then fn great, that eight or ten deer would fcarcdy afford 
us all a tafie. Thefe deer were the iirfi we had feen fince 
our lewing the neighbourhood of Thelewey-aza-yeth; fo 
that we had lived all the time on the dried meat which 
had been prepared before we left that place in J\pril. 

The thirtieth proved ba<k rainy weather; we walked, 
however, about ten m'ijl'. to the Northward, when we 
arrived on the North /ide of Peihew Lake, and put up. 
Here Matonabbee immediately began to make evcryne

"ce/fary arrangement for facilitating th~ execution of our 
defign; and as he had promifcd to make all ,poffible haft.:, 
he thought it expedient to leave mofi of his wives andaH 
his children in the care of feme Indians, then ,in our 
company, who had hu orden to proceed to the North-

ward 
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:~rd at . tbekleifure j ' . and who, at a : pclrbcu'lar p-Iace ap-
·pf:.nted by -him,:W= to Copper-
~;'nne River. ' Having formed . . Matonabbee 
j;\¥.,ded two of . his young" no children, to 

·j\il\om~y U9' ; . and in order to· thdr loads as light 
as: pOfiible, It .wa' . .gceed that we thould not ' take .more 
il.mrmmi~ion ' '4'ith Us chan w.as really necefi3xy for our fup
port, rilhwe might exprc:d again to join thofe lfja; and 
the women and cm:Ldren. '· The fame tueafures were alfo 
adopted ~y all the othet- 'Indians of my party.; particu
larly thole-who had a plurality·E)f. wit"ea,.ancLa:· number of 
children. 

i\s there matters took fame time to adjuft, · it was near 
nine o'clock in the evening of the thirty-firll: before we 
coUld fet" OIit ';, ' imd then it was with much difficulty 
that Mil.tO!tibbee could perfuade his other wives from fol-
1awing hi'!ft;lWith. thei~; children and all their lumber ~ Jar 
fuch·"\\4u ·-th.:ii·' miilillirigne(s to be left behiAd, that . he 
~as obliged- (O:Ufe ·hi. authorit)' before they would confent, 
con/equet\tl1 tkey~ed'in atlgcl!; ';an!t Y.'<;l1o~er:begall 
our ·i'l\tt.cii¥'1~t!lt!y'.kf'yp'a~ woeful 'riFf, and con
tiin~' t'o 'yeH ' ~piteoU/lr a'llorigaa' we' iVere within 
~heann~ .. 'ttthi'.:~nful (qme"haQ-.{,; little dtelt·OIl· my 
'~" . tna'!: . th~ ,walked'awayliug~ngi , IoI)4:l:"'II9 ,m~, as 
. ~I '>~' TL L-C.: ·_ ... :..o ..... ±.iJ'J.J; """' .', ~iU " t h" . .1_ C"'Vg. - '," m: ICW wile .... ·Al.~U;W-«LIy .. r- <,: a - t ~.~~-

' ~ ' . V'·" _ " "-I'" ._. 

~~ffi:jlh · tIiO{e:"'hom ' di~CNI'tO"icave behind, '<on-
Q..' fined 
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fined their regard wholly to their children, particular1yto 
the. youngeft, fc~!.ev.er mentioning their mother. 

Though it was f3I!!I&te when we left the women, we 
walked about ten miles that night before we ftopped. In 
our way we faw many deer; feveral of which the Indians 
killed. To talk of travelling and killing deer in the 
midJl~'ot .!le night, may at firft view have the appearance 
of romance; but our wonder will fpeedily abate, when it 
is confidered that we were then to the Northward of 64° of 
North latitude, and that, in confequence of it, though the 
Sun did not remain the whole night above the horizon, yet 
the time it remained below it was fo fhort, and its de
prc/Iion even at midnight fo fmall at this feafon of the year, 
that the light, in clear weather, was quite fufficient for the 
purpofe both of walking, and hunting any kind of game. 

It fhould have been obferved, that during our !lay at 
Clowey a great number of Indians entered into a com_ 
bination with thofe of my party to accompany UB to the 
Copper-mine River; and- with no other .int!:Ilt than to. 
murder the Elquimaux, WoO areunderftood.by the Gopper 
Indians to freq.ucnt ' that river in confiderable numbers. 
This fcheme, l)otwithftanding the trouble and tatigye, 
as well as danger, with which it muft be 'ooviQUfly at
tended, was neverthelefs fo univerfally appt<>vedby' thofe 
people, that for fome time almoft evcry' -ulI1Jl who joined 

., UB 
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us propofed to be of the party. Accordingly, each vo
lunteer, as well as thofe who were properly of my party, 
prepared a target, or fhield, befor~, we left the woods of 
Clowey. . Thofe targets were compofed of thin boards, 
llbout three quarters of an inch thick, two feet broad, and 
three ~t long; and were intended to ward off the arrows 
of the Efquimaux. . Notwithftanding thefe preparations, 
when we. came to leave .the women and chi~eli,-as has 
been already mentioned, only futy volunteers would go with 
us; the reft, who were nearly as many more, though they 
nad all prepared targets, refleCting' that .they had a great 
diftahce to walk, and that no advantage ,could be expeCted 
from the expedition, very prudently begged to be excufed, 
faying, that they could not be fpa,red for fo long a time 
from ·the maintenance of their wives and familie,; and 
particularly, as they did not fee any then in our company, 
who feemed willing to encumber themfelves with fuch a 
charge . .. . This feemcd to be a mere evalion, for I am clearly 
of opinion that poverty on one fide, and avarice on the other, 
'Were the only impediments to their joining our party; had 
they poffeiled as many EutoRC= goods to fquandcr away 
ainong'thcir countrymen as NbI:<?nabbee and thofeof my 
party' did, in all probability many might bave been found 
who wo\lld have been glad to ha'lle accompanied us. 

Whe~ I was acquainted. with the intentions of my 
cginpanions, and law the warlike . p~eparations , that were 
carrying oil,. l endeavoured as much as poffible to perfuade 

. ~2 them 
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them from putting tl¥:ir inhuman ddign into execution; 
but JO far were: my .in~ies from having the wifhed-for 
effect, that it was j;Ofic1uded I was atluated by cowardice; 
and they told me, with great, marks of deriiion, that I 
was afraid ·of the E!i:J.ttimaux. · A. · I knew . my per
fonal fafety depended:in a -great meaftire on the fav.ourable 
opinion they ent!ertairu!ii of me iii ~his tefpect; I was obliged 
to clllUigt dly·tone, iand replied; that I did not care if they 
render<J the name . and race of. the Efquimaux extinct; 
adding at . the. fame time,that though I wag no enemy 
to the Efquimaux, .and did. not fee the neceffity of attack
ing them without caufe, yet if I fhould find it ncce/lAry to 
do it, for the protetlion of anyone ' of my company, my 
own fafety out. of the '1".l1:ion, fo far from being afraid of 
a poor defencelef. ECquimaux, whom I defpiCed more than 
feared, nothing fhould be wanting on my part to protect 
all who were with me. This declaration was received 
with great Catisfaaion; and I never afterwards ventured 
to interfere with any of their war-plans . . In.deed, when I 
came to confider fQ"iouily, I Caw evidently that it was the 
highel1: folly far. an indiv.id'9J like me;al,ld in my fitlla-· 
tion, to Mtempt' to ;tum rl'~e. current- of a national preju
dice which ~i>{ubftfted'" between thofe two nations'from 
the earlieft per~j; Q\" at· le;tfi as long as they . bil4. been . 
acquainted with the exill:ence of each other~ 

Having got rid .of all the women, childlUi, dogs, heavy 
baggage, and -other ihcumbra:nces,- OIl tIte fitfi of Jll~e ' we 

. .' purfued 
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purfued our journey to thel;'orthward witjlgreat fpeed; but 
tbe weatberwl\sin,g~nepu fo pre~ariqus, .. md tbe fnow, · 
fleet, and rain fo freqllellt" ~hat ,I!<;>twithftaqding we~m~ 
hracedevery opportulJitY~ wpich . qjfer~d, it was the t~~ 
tcenth of June: hef"f!? lrf"arriv~d in the latitude of 67" .l"~ 
where. Mat~l\b~ )~iS,propofed that the women and 
children .alq~ld w~it, oW n:turn ~roOl the C~i' l'ci:ffiine 
River. 

In 0Hr wax hither ~,e crolre4 . fev~l'aJ . l,~e,~ on the ice; 
of which Thoy-noy-kycd Lakea?d.J'i!oy~ydyn~d Lake 
wf:e the pri,ncipal. We alfo crolred a fe~ inconfiderable 
creeks and rivers, which were only ufeful as tbey furnifhed 
a [mall [upply ,of fifh to the natives. The weather, as I 
have bef~re qbfe,rved, was in g~neral difagreeable, witb a 
great deal of .rain and fnow. . To make up for that in
convenience,. however, the deer were fo plentiful, that the 
Indiaris. killed .not only a fufficient quantity for our daily 
fupport, but frequently great numbers merely for the fat, 
marrow, and tOflgu~i. To induce tbem to defUl from 
this praCti<:e: rqli:e~~' in~ei1:e~yJelf, and endeavoured, 
as much as: poffible,to convince" t~m ill t ,he deareft 
terms of ,wh\ch ~ ",as m~r, of the gtea.~¥npropriety of 
fuch wane; parti~ularly at a time of dIe, year when their 
fltin~ c.:>uld not be of anyu[c for ' when the 
anxi.e~,)(, t() ,p~9cee~ Oll.our ... , .' '. us to 
ftarJp#g. i:li9'lg~ ~ .oneplace to.;atthefpoils of 
their. ~unting. As national cui1:oms, however, are not ealily 
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overcome,' my .'remonftrances . proved ineffeCtual; and I 
was always anfwered, . that it W.::I.' certainly right to kill 
plenty, and live on the . beft, when arid where it was to 
'be got, for that . it would be impoffible to do it where 
every thing was fcarce: and theyinf~ed 011 it, that kill
in~~ty of ·'deer . and other game in ,one part of the 
country;''Wuld' ncyer make them [career lfl an~ther. In
deed, they ,,,were Joaccu/l;omed to kill every ' thing that 
came within .their reach, that few of them could paCs by 
a finall bird's neft, . without flaying the young ones, or de
Ihoying the eggs. 

,otlo. From the1eventeenth to the twentieth, we walked bC-
tween feventy and eighty miles to the North Welt and 
North North Weft; the greater part of the way by Cogead 
Lake; but the Lake being then frozell, we crofled all the 
creeks and bays of it on the ice. 

'1 [ , On the twenty. firft we had bad rainy weather, with fo 
thick a fog that we coul~ not fee our way: about ten 
(I)' clock at night, howev,t, it ~ame hne and clear, and 
the Sun /hone very bright; indeed it did not fet all;that 
night, which was a convincing proof, without any obferva
tion, that we were. then conliderably to the ~orth of 'the 
ArCtic Polar,~le. . 

"d, As foon as- th~eweather began, ;wekt out aruf,\V,al,ked 
about feven or eight miles to the Northward, when we 

came 
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came to' a branch of Conge-ca-tha-wha-chaga River; on 
the North fide of which we found feveral Copper Indians, 
who were alfembled, 'according to annual cull:om, to kill 
deer as they crofs the river in their little canoes. 

The ice being now broken up, we were, for the firll: 
• 

time this Surlllner, ' obliged to make ufe of our can~.! to 
ferry acrof~ the river'; which would have provo<i very te
dious, had it ' not been for the kindnefs of the Cop
per Indians, who fent all their canoes to our affill:ance. 
Though our number was not much lefs than one hundred 
and fifty, we had only three canoes, and thofe being of 
the common fize, could only carry two perfons each, 
without baggage. It is true, wilen water is fmoDth, 
and a raft of three or four of thefe canoes is well fecured 
by poles lalhed acror. them, they will carry a much 
greater 'weight in proportiDn, and be much fafer, ' as there 
is fcarcely a pollibility of their overfetting; and this is the 
general mode adDpted by the peDple of this' country in croff
i'ng rivers when they have mOre than one canoe with them. 

Having arrived on the Nor~ fide .of this river, we 
• fDund that Matonabbee, and felleral others in our com-

P3.lly, were perfonally acquainted with moll: of the CDpper 
Indians whDm we found there. The latter feemed highly 
vleafed at the interview with our party" and endeavoured, 
by every, means in their power, to cDnvinlre our company 
Ilf their rcadinefs to ferveus to the lttmDft; fo that by the 

time 
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time we had got our tents pitched, the {!.rangers had pro
vided a large quaiitity of dried meat and fat, by way of a 
fcall:, towhith they invited moll: of the principal Indiam 
who accompanied me, as well a, Matonabbee and myfelf, 
who were prefented with fome of the very bell:. 

, 

~natural to fuppofe, that immediately after our ar
rival the'lsopper Indians would be made acquainted \vith 
the nature and intention of our journey. This was no fooner 
done than they expreffed their entire approbation, and 
many of them feemed willing and dclirous of giving every 
a/1ill:ance; particularly by lending us feveral canoes, which 
they affured us would be very ufeful in the remaining part 
of our journ'ey, "and contribute both to our eafe and dif
patch. It mull: be obferved, that thefe canoes were not 
entirely elltrull:ed to my crew, but carried by the owners 
thcmfelvcs who accompanied us; as it would have' been 
very uncertain where to have found them at our return from 
the Copper River . 

• 

Agree~bty to my.in~rufrions, I fmoked my ~alumet of 
peace with the prinqpll of the Copper Indians, who 
[eemed highly pleafed on the occalion; and, from a 
con~atioll held. on the fubjeCl: of my journey, Ifotind 
they were delighted with the hopes of -haviIigan ' Euro
pean fettlement in their neighbourhood,. and kemed to 
have no idea that any iinpediment ~ld 'prevent [ueh a 
fcheme troin being caTfied int<>execllti6n! . Cliinat~& and 

. "·brons 
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feafons had no weight with them; nor could they fcc 
where the difficulty lay in getting to them; for though 
they acknowledged that they had never [cen the fea at the 
,mouth of the Copp;r River clear of ice, yet they <;puld 
fec nothing that lhould hinder a !hip from approaching it; 
and they innocently enough obferved, that the water was o. ~ .• 
always fo fmooth between the ice and !hore, tha. even fmall 

• 
boat' might get there with great eafe and [afety. How a 
/hip was to get between the ice and the !hore, never once 
occurred to them. 

Whether it was from real motives of hofpitality, or 
from the great advantages which they expected to reap 
by my difcoveries, I know not; but I mult confds that 
their civility far exceeded what I could expect from [0 un
civilized a tribe, and I was exceedingly Corry that I had 
nothing of value to olrer them. However, fuch articles 
as I ho.d, I diltributed among them, cUld they wcre thank
fully received by them. Though they have fome Europe·c.n 
commodities among them, ~hich they pnrchafe li'om 
the Northern Indians, the [a~ articles from t he hands 
of an Engli!hman were more 'prized. As I was tbe lidl 
whom they had ever feen, and ill "II probability might he 
the lalt, it was · curious to ice how they flocked about 
me, and e>:prdll:d as much deftre to examine me from top 
to toe, a, an Emol'cln Naturalilt would a non-defcril't ani
mal. They, however, found and pronounced me to be 
a perfect human being, except in the colour of my hair 
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and eyes: the former; tlley {aid, wa, like the Ibined hair 
of a buffaloc·s tail, and the btter, being light, were 
like tho{e of a gull. The whitener., of my Ikin alfo 
\-vas, in their opinion, no ornament, as they f;·lid it rc
fcmbled meat which had been fodden in ~·ater till all 
the blood was extracted. On the whole, I was viewed as 
fo g7c';rt a IIoUriofity in this part of the world, that during 
my nay there, whenever I combed my head, [mue or other 
of them never [ailed to alk for the hairs that came off, 
which they carefully wrapped up, flying, "When I fcc 
" you again, you !hall again fce your hair." 

The day aftcr our arrival at Congecathawhachaga, Ma
tonabbee difpatched his brother, and feveral Copper In
diansL to Copper-mine River, with orders to acquaint 
any Indians they might meet, with the reafon of my vilit
ing thofe parts, and ,Ifo when they might plobably ex
ped lIS at that river. fiy the bearers of this m~iTage I 
fent a prefent of {Qbaceo and rome other things, to in-· 
duce any /hangers they met to be ready to give us allilt
ance, either by advice, o~ any other way which might 
be required. 

As Matonabbee and the other Indians thought it ad
vifablc to leave all the women at this place, and pro
ceed to the Copper-mine River without them, it was 
thought neceiTary to continue hen:, a few ,days, to kill as 
many deer as would be fuflicient for their fupport during 

oUr 
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our abfence. And notwilh!hncting deer were fo plenti
ful; yet our numbers were fo large, and our daily con
fumption was fo great, that fevcral days e1apfcd before the 
men could provide the women with a fufJicient quantity; · 
and then they had no other way of preferving it, than by 
cuttin~ it in thin flices and drying it in the Sun. Meat, 
when thus prepared, is not only very portable, but. !}1Iat
able; as 'all the blood and juices arc frill rentaining in the 
meat, it is very nourilhing and wholefome food; and rna)" 
with care, be kept a whole year without the \ea{l danger 
of fpoiling. It is necelTary, however, to air it frequently 
during the warm weather, otherwife it is liable to grow 
mouldy: but as foon as the chill air of the fall begins, it 
requires no farther trouble till ne,:t Summer. 

Vie had not been many days at Congecathawh"chag:t 
before I had rcafon to be greatly concerned at the beha
viour of feveral of my crew to the Copper Indians. They 
not only took many of their young women, furrs, and rcady
drell.ed /kins for clothing, but al[o fCl·erol of their bows and 
arrows, which were the only implements they had to pro
cure food and raiment, for th2mturc fupport of themfdvcs, 
their wives, and families. It may probably be thought, 
that as thefe weapons are of fo limpJc a form, and It) 
ealily contlruded; they might foon be replaced, without 
any other trouble or expenee than a little labour; bllt 
this fuppolition can only hold good in places where proper 
materials · are calily procured, which was not the cafe here: 
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if it had, they would not have been an object of plunder. 
In the midll: of a ford! of trees, the wood that would 
make a Northern Indian a bow and a few arrows, or in
.:Ieed a bow and arrows ready made, are not of much va
lue; no more than the man's trouble that makes them: 
but carry that how and arrows feveral hundred mile, from 
any woods and place where thofe are the only weapons in 
ufe, their inlriniic value will be found to increaf.:, in the 
fame proportion as the materials which are made are lefs 
attainable -. 

To do Matonabbee ju/1:ice on this occalion, I mull: fay 
that he endeavoured as much as pollible to pcrfuade his 
countrymen from taking either fUITs, clothing, or bows, 
from the Copper Indians, · without making them fame 
[atisfactory return; but if he did not encourage, neither 
did he endeavour to hinder them from taking as maIlY 
women as they pleafed. Indeed, the Copperlndian women 
[eem to be muchefteemed by our Nocthern traders; for what 
reafon I know not, as they are in reality the fame people 
in every refpe8:; and their lar.guage differs not fa much 3.$ 

the diale8:s of fome of the ;lcareft counties. in England do. 
from each other. 

It is not furprifing that a plurality ·of wiVes is cuf
tOmary among thefe people, as it is. fo. well adapted. to. 

Sec Pofilttli.wayt on the article of LaIiouo. 



N 0 RT HER N 0 C E A N. 

thcir lituation and manner of life. In my opmlOn no 
race or people under the Sun have a greater occafion for 
fuch an indulgence. Their annual haunts, in quell: of. 
furrs, is fo remote from any European fettlement, as to 
render them the greatcll: travellers in the known world; 
and as ' they have neither horfe nor water carriage, every 
good hunter is under the necdlity of having fe~erat per'rons 
to a!lill: in carrying his furrs to the Company's Fort, as 
well as carrying back the European goods which he receives 
in exchange for them. No perfons in this couqtry arc fo 
proper for this work as the women, becaufe they are 
inured to carry and haul heavy loads from their ch :ldhood,. 
and to do all manner of drudgery> fo that thofe men who 
arc capable of providing for three, four, five, fix, or more 
women, generally find them humble and. faithful fcrvant",. 
affedionate wives, and fond and indulgent mothers to their 
children. Though cull:om makes this way of Me fit appa
Iently cafy on the generality of the women, and though, in . 

. gener~, the whole of their wants [eem to be comprized in. 
food and clothing only, yet ~atute at times gets the better 
6)f cuftom, and the fpirit of j.:ioufy makes its appearance 
among them; however, as the hulband is always arbi
trator, he foon fettles the bulinefs, though perhaps not 
always to the entire fatisfaBion. of the parties., 

Much does it redound to the hoaour of the Northern 
Indian women when I affirm, that they are the mildeft: 
and moft virtllOU& females I have feen in any part of North 

America; 
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America; though fome think this is more owing to habit, 
cnllom, and the fear of their hulh,nds, than fr~m real 
inclination. It is lmdollbtcd ly wtll known that none can 
manage a Northern Indian woman fo well as a Northern 
Indian man; ann when an)' of them have been pcnni!t"", 
to remain at the Fort, they have, for the fake of gain, 
becri' edil)' "Prevailed on to deviate from that charackr; 
and a few have, by degrees, become as abandoned as the 
Southern Indians, who arc remarkable throughout all their 
tribes for being the moll debanched wretches under the 
Sun. So far from lay ing any rellrain t on their [cnfual ap
petites, as long as youth and inclination !alt, they give 
themfdvcs up to all manner of even incefiuous debauchery ; 
and that in fo beamy a manner when they are intoxicated, 
a flate to which they are peculiarly addiaed, that the brute 
creation arc· not lcfs regardlefs of decency. I know that 
fame few Europeans, who have had little opportunity of 
feeing them, and of enquiring into their manners, have 
been very lavifh in their prai(e: but every one .vbo has · 
had much intercourfe. with ~em, and penetration and in
dufiry enough to fiudy th$~" difpofitions, will agree, that 
no accomplifhments whlttever in a man, is fufficient tocon
ciliate the a£FeClions, or preferve the chaility of a Southern 

Indian womiln 
The 

. . ! . 

Notwithfranding this is the general chantler Dr the Southern Indian 
women} as they are called 0" .t.he cbaftl of Hudf~n~~ -Bay, and wbo are the 
fawl: tribe ""iib the Canadian India"" ram happy to ,have it in my .power; to 
inkrt <1 few lints to the memory of one of them, whom] kne" from hedn. 

/ian.y, 
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The "Northern Indian women are in general [0 far from 
bting like thofe I have above dcfcribed, that it is very 

unconl-

--~--------------' 

· --U,l!t;.v, and who, I can truly affirm, was directly tlu: n:vcrfc of the picture I 
ha'vt dr~~n. 

MARY, the daughter of MOSES NORTON, many years Chief at R"!'hce of 
Walc~'s F olt, in Huclfon's Bay, though born and broug~ up in ;J. \.:ountry 
of aJj others the kaH favourable co \.'irru~ and virtuolls princi; ,lt-5, pofidft:d 

. them, and every orhl'f good and amiabJe quality. in a molt eminent degree. 

Volithout the affifbnce of religi on. amf with no educ:tcion hu~ whJ.t fhe re
ceived among tht: diffu!ute n:uin:s of her country, Olt would h:!.yc Ihone with 
fuperior lufire in any aliter coumr)'; for; if an eng3gillg perrOll, gentle m:m
ners, an cary freedom. arifing from a cOlllciollfnefs of innocence, an amiable 
modcl1r. aud :!n unrivalled ddic.l(.y of f~:ntimel\t) are graces :md virtut".'; wl,iell 
n'ndtr a woman b vdy, nonc l:V('r had Gr':~Her pretention:; to ge ll,.T~ l ( lh :c!ll 
and regard; while hc.:r benevolencc, hUlI}:l1liry, lmJ fcrllpulOllS :'J. d i ~<,,· r<: l1 O:"(: t ; ) 

truth and hondly, 'would have done honour to the molt tnJici:m: ;;rd and ( :.~ 

vout Chrifiian. 

Dutiful, obedient, and affectionate to her parents; fl.eady and rtirhfl!l to :ll'r 

friend's; grateful and hUlllbk to her bcndii.Ctors; enfity forgiv;T"\~; ~rd !"('rg.::· 
ting iJ~jllries ; careful not to offend any, :md courteous '1Od k:mi t ·) all; J1,(~ 

V:'~S, nevenhdefs) fuffcnd to ptriih by thr: rig(1urs ()~. co:<1 :1nd h11'1;;cr, amidil 
her own rdatiofli, at a time when th~ , £!ri'l) in!~ hanu of fiunine \','w; bv Il(l nll":111~ 

y - " 
feverely fdt by any olher member of t~cir c)mpany j .and ~t may m;ly h, LiJ 
[hat fbe fell a martyr to the prillcipks of vii'tl/r. Tlli ') happt' n~d in ;:1:..: Wintn 
of the year 1782. afta the French had ddhoyed Prince of \V~ks·!. Fort; ar 
""hich time fue was in the tWt"'1ty-it:cond year of hcr ag'_ 

Human nature filUdders at tile bare rc(:it;.11 of [uch bl'lltlJiry, and re:tf(H1 

filrinks from ,the tlfk of accounting for the dentes of Providence Oil (u~' h 0(.:
calions as this: but thty arc the tlrongett alluranccs of a flJtlIre U;J[ ,", 1"0 in
finitely fuperior to the prcJeBt, that the enj<?ymcllt of every J'kafurc: i~ l this 
world by the man worthIers and i1bandon'.'d lrctch, or tile moll iIlIlOC <: :\C and 

y ira:o'J't 
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uncommon to hear of their ever being guilty of inconti
nency, not even thole who are confined to the fixth or 
cI'en eighth part of a man. 

I t is tille, that were I to form my opmlOn of thor.e 
women from the behaviour of fuch as I have been more 
par6~ularly acquainted with, I ihould have little reafon 
to fay much. in their favour; but impartiality · will not 

virtuous woman pcrlflling by the moll (")(cruciat i:lg of all deaths) are matters 
equ:lUy indifferent. Bur, 

J'C3CC to the allies, and the virtuous mind, 
Of her who lil"cd in peace with all mankind; 
Leu-n'd from the hent, unknowing of difguife. 
Truth in her thoughts, and C:lndour in her eyes ; 
SIr:mger alike to envy :inti to Friel!', 
Good fenfe her light, and Nature alliler guide; 
Uut now remove,l from all the ills of life, 
Here Tens die pleafing friend and faithfuJ wife. W,A,LLIUI.. 

H(,f (ather was, undoubtedly, very blamable (or bringing her up in the 
tender manner which he did. rendering her by that means not only incapabl~ 
of bearing th~ fatigues and hardihips which the reft of her countryworncn 
think little of, but of providing (or hel.felf. This i!i, indeed, coo frequent 
a praCtice among Europeans in that .. l'ountry, who bring up their children 
in fo indulgent a mariner, that ythen they rdire, and leave their olF$pring 
behinJ, they find themfeJves fo helplefs, as to be unable to provide fo~ me 
few wants to 'Which they are fubjclt. The late Mr. Ferdinand Jacobs, many 
yean Chid at York F~rt, was the only perron whom 1 ever knew' that aCted 
in a different manner; thoogh no man could poffibly he fonder of his children 
in mher refpeth, yet as there were fome that he could not bring to~ England, 
he b:l(l them brought up entirely among. the natives; fo that when he left th( 
country, chey fcarcdy ever felt the 1013, though tho rCRretted the abfe"nce oj 
;l. fond amI indulgent parent. 

permit 
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permit me to make a few of the worfl: charaCters .! fi~, :' " J 

for the general conduCt of all of them. [nde"d it i~" :,ut 
rcafonable to think that travel lers and interl opers will b~ 
always [crvcd with the worfl: commodities, though pCrl lOPS' 
tIley pay the bell price for what they have. 

It may a.ppear firange, that while I am cxtollin["thc 
challity _ .. f the Northern Indian women, I· /bould ac
knowledge that it is a very common cullom among the 
men of this country to exchange a night 's lodging wi th each 
other's \\"ives. But this is fo far [rol11 being confidcred as 
an ac't which is criminal, that it is cfieemed by them as one 
of the llrongefl: tics of friendlhip between two hllnil ies ; 
and in cafe of the death of cither man, the other conGde" 
himfelf b01l11d to fupport the children of the deceabl. 
'I'hare .peopk are (o far fron) viewing this engagement as a 
mere ceremony, like moll of our Chrillian god-fathers ami 
god-mothers, who, notwithllanding their \"ows arc made 
in the moll [olcmn manner, and in the prefcncc of both 
God and man, fearecly ever afterward remember what they 
have promifed, that there i, hot an infl:ance of a N"orthem 
Indian having once negleCted tbJ' dut), ",hie;, he is {ul'
pofed to hal'c taken upo" himfclf to perl;"",,,. T he 
Southern Indians, with all their bad qU;l'irics , ;11"(' remark
ahly humane and charitabll: to the widm·\"s ;md children of 
departed friend s; anci as their litl1:ltio ll and m;1I111CT of life' 
enable thlTn to uo lllore acts of charity '.·:itil ld, t rod -Jc , 
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than io.lIs to the lot of a North~rn Indian, few widows or 
orphans are ever unprovided !'.lr among them. 

Though the Northern Indian men make no femple of 
having two or three lifters for wives at one time, yet [h~v 

.are very particular in obferving a proper dIlbn ce- in the 
coo[~nguinity of thofe they admit to the auove-mmtioncd 
inttrcourfe with their wive,. The Southern bdians arc 
lefs [erupulous on thofe oeealions; among them it is not 
at all uncommon for one brother to Illake free with ano
ther brother's wife or daughter " ; but this is held i" 
abhorrence by the Northern Indians . 

• Man: of tht: Southcrr. Indians, as well the Athapufcow and Nehtaw:ty 
tribes, are ('ntirely without (cnlple in this rcfpc8:. It is notoriou!ly kn\)wn, 
that many of th('tn cohabit occafion:tlly with their OW 'I mothcr~. , amI fr('(lllc!ltiy 

tfpoufe their fillers and daughters. J have known fever:tl of them who, arte!" 
having lived in that fiatc for fome time with their daughters, have: given them 
to their fons, and aU partics been perfcClly reconciled to it. 

In faCt:, norwithftanding the feverity of the climate, the licentioufnefs of . 
the inhabitants cannot be exceeded by any of the Eaftcrn nations, whofe luxu. 
rious manner of life, and genial clime, .ftem morc adapted to excitc extrJor~ 
dinary p:l.ffions, than the ftvtre cold of the frigid Zone. 

, 
It is true, that few of thofe who live under the immedbte proteCtion of the 

Englilli ever take tithcr their fliters or daughtr.:r!> for wives) which i!> prubaHy 
owing to the fear of incurring their difplca(u re ; !·ut it is wdl known that 
aCls of incdl: tOO often uke place among them, though perhaps not 1"6 frc: .. 
quencly as among tht foreign Indiaus. 

By 
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By the time the Indians had killed as many deer 2 S j ',ey 
thought would be fuflicicnt for the fupport of the women 
during our abrenee, it was the flrft of July; and during 
this time I had two good obfervations, both by meridional 
U".?!igU.blc:%.',' dcs ; the mean of which ~\ctcfl:'ined the 
lat.tude of C . cathawhachaga to be 68° 46 North; 
and its langitu , by account, was 24° 2' Weft r ... tm 
Prince of Wales's Fort, or 118° 15' Weft of tlie meridian 
of London. . 

On the fecond, the weather proved very bad, with much 
iilOW and /leet; about nine o'clock at night, however, it 
grew more moderate, and fomewhat clearer, fo that we fet 
out, and walked about ten miles to the North by Weft, 
when we lay down to take a little !IceI" A t our de
parture from Congecathawhachaga, feveral Indians who 
had cntered the war-lift, rather chafe to ftay behind with 
the wa"?en; but their lofs was amply fupplied by Copper 
Indians, who accompmied us in the double capacity of 
guides and warriors, 

011 the third the weather was equally bad with tlllt of 
the preceding day; we made Il'ifr, however, to walk ten 
or cleven miles in the fame direction we had done the day 
before, und at laft were obliged to put up, not being able 
to fcc our way for {now and lhick drift. By putting up, no 
more is to be undcrftaod than that we got to kc:ward of a 
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