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great fione, or into the crevices of the rocks, where we 
regaled ourfelvcs with [ueh proviGons as we h"d brought 
with m, linoked our pipes , or went to Ikep, till the 
wClthcr permitted us to proceed on our journey. 

On the fourth, we had rather better "",,ther, though , -
e0l11hnt light [now, which made it "very dif.1greeahlc 
under foot. We nevcrthclds walked t\Ventyefel'en miles 
to the N orth W efi, fourteen of whid; were 011 what the 
Indians call the Stony Mountains; and furely no part of the 
world better dercrves that name. On our firfi approaching 
thefe mountains, they "ppearcd to be a con[ufed heap of 
Hones, uttcdy inaeedJiblc to the foot of man: but having 
fome Copper Indians with us who knew the beft road, 
we made a tokrable [bift to get on, though not with
n\lt being obliged frequently to crawl on our hands 
and knees. Notwithfianding the intricacy of the road, 
there is a very viflble path the whole way aerofs thefe 
mountains, even in the mon difficult parts: and "\J,, 
on the {mooth rocks, anq tho{e parts which are capable 
of receiving an imprdJion, the path is as plain and wcll
beaten, as any bye foN-path in England. By the !ide of 
this path there are, in different parts, [everal large, Bat, 
or table fiones, which are covered with many thoufands 
of fmall pebbles. Thefe the Copper Indians ray have been 
grad uall y increafcd by palfengers going to and from the 
mmes; and on its being obfcrved to us that it was the uni-

verfal 
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verfal cunom for evcry one to add a Ilone t e "';"' ,il :ap, 
eaeh of us took up a [mall Ilone in order to ine{".,;e the 
number, for good luck. 

},R!1: ~,~ , foot of the Stony Ivlauntaim, 
three of theia 15 tumed back; ('yint; , that [rom c"cry 
"ppearance, re ainder of the joumc)' [ctmed like!! t(. 
be attended with more trouble than would co1.mtcrbalance 
the plcafure they could promiie themfdvcs by going tv 
war with the Efquimaux. 
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On the fifth, as the wcather was fa bad, with conflant 5<h. 

IilOW, fleet, and rain, that we could not [ce our way, we 
did not offer to move: but the lixth proving moderate, " <h . 

and quite fair till toward noon, we fet ant in the morn-
ing, and walked about cleven miles to the N orth Well ; 
when perceiving bad wcather at hand, we began to look 
out f?r Dl(:ltcr among the rocks, as we h:1.d done the 
four preceding nights, having neither tents nor ten t· 
poles with us. The next morning til'tee" marc of th L' 
Indians def"'ted us, being' quite lick uf the road, and 
the uncommon badnefs of the w,;athcr. lndccd, though 
thefe people are all enured to hardfhips, yet their C 0 111-

plaint 011 the prefent occafion ,vas not without rca[on; 
for, from our leaving Congc·cathawhaehaga we had fcareely 
a dry garment of any kind, or any thing to fkrccn us' 
from ,the inclemency of the weather, execpt roeh and 

caves ~ 
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caves; the bell of which were but damp and unwholefome 
lodging. In fome the water was conllantly dropping 
from the rock that formed the roof, which made our 
. place of retreat little better than the open air; and we 
had not been able to make one fpark of /ire ':' e!<;~"P.t. ~~r 
was fufficient to light a pipe) from the ~imr, of oUf leav
ing'i;he women on the feeond inllant ; 'It 4, true, in fame 
place. there 'was a little Illofs, but the connan~ Ileet and 
rain made it fo wet, as to render it as impoffible to fet fire 
to it as it would be to a wct {punge. 

We had no fooner entered our places of retreat, than we 
regaled ourfelvcs with fome raw veniron which the In
dians had killed that morning; the fmall Ilock of dried 
provilions we took with us when we left the women being 
now all expended. 

Agreeably to our expe&.itions, a very fudden and ~eavy 
gale of wind came on from the North Well, attended 
with fo great a fall of fnow, that the oldellindian in com-

• pany faid, he never faw it exceeded at any time of the year, 
much lefs in the middle gf Summer. The gale was foon 
over, and by degrees it became a perfeCt calm: but the flakes 
of .fi10W were fo large as to furpafs all credibility, and fell 
in fuch vall quantities, that though the iliower only lalled 
nine hours, we were in danger of being fmothered in our 
.<:aves. 

On 
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On the feventh, we had a frefh breeze at North 
Well, with fome flying fhowers of fmall rain, and at 
the fame time a conllant warm funfhine, which foon 
dilfolveJ the greatell part of the new-fallen fnow. Early 
i!.'!he morni If _'Ye crawled out of our holes, which were 
on the North '(il\of the Stony Mountains, and walkeJ 
about eighteen ...... iltwenty miles to the North Well by 
Well. In • our way we crolfed part of a large lake on 
the ice, which was then far from being broken up. This 
lake I dillinguifhed by the name of Buffalo, or Mulk-Ox 
Lake, from the number of thofe animals that we found 
grazing on the margin of it; many of which the In· 
dians killed, but finding them lean, only took fome of 
the bulls' hides for fhoe-foals. At night the bad wea
ther returned, with a Ilrong gale of wind at North Eall, 
and very cold rain and fleet. 

This was the firll time we had feen any of the mulk. 
ol'en lince we left the Factory. It has been obferved that 
we f.'lW a great number of ti!em in my firll un[uccefsful 
attempt, before I had got an h~ndred miles [rom the Fac
tory; and inJeed I once perceived th .. tracks of two of thofe 
animals within nine miles of Prince of Wales's Fort. Great 
numbers of them alfo were met with in my fecond journey to 
the North: [everal of which my companions killed, par
ticularly on the [eventeenth of July one thoufand [even 
hundred and [eventy. They are alfo found at times in 
eonliderable numbers near the fca-eoaA: of Hudfoo's Bay, 
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all the way from Knapp's Bay to Wager Water, but arc 
moft plentiful within the ArCtic Circle. In thofe high 
latitudes I have frequently feen many herds of them in the 
courfe of a day's walk, and fame of thofe htrds did not 
contain lefs than eighty or an hundred h.'~1: The num-

._ ' ''_''~ ' __ 0#' 

her of bulls is very few in proportio'l" to/ ,he cr,ws; for 
it~'s rare to fee more than two or tr;,· ...... till-grown bulls 
with the l~rgeft herd: and from the number of the males 
that are found dead, the Indians are of opinion that they 
kill each other in contending for the females. In the 
flItting feafon they are fo jealous of the cows, that they 
rlln at either man or bcafi who offers to approach them; . 
. and have been obfervcd to rlln and bellow even at ravens, 
and other large birds, which chanced to light near them, 
They delight in the mofi fiony and mountainous parts 
of the barren ground, and arc feldom found at any great 
difianee from the woods. Though tlley are a beaft of 
great magn itude, and apparently of a "cry unwieldy in-
ac1i"r firuc1ure, yet they climb the rocks with great cafe 
.and agility, and are nearly as fme-footed as a goat; like 
.it too, ·they will feed on 'any thing; though they feem 
{ondeft of grafs , -yet j" Winter, when that artide cannot be 
had in [ufficicnt quantity, they will eat mo[s, ur any other 
J,crbagf they can lind, ;u; alfo the tops of willows and 
the tender bran<:hes of the pine tr.ce. They take the bull 
in Auguft, and bring forth 'their young the latter end of 
May, or beginning -of June; and they never have more 
than one at .a time. 

The 
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The mulk-ox, when full grown, is as large as · fhe ge
nerality, or at leaft as the middling /ize, of Englifh black 
cattle"; but their legs, though large, arc not fo long; 
nor is their tail longer than that of a bear; and, like th~ 

,!.ail of tha .03.llimal, it always bends downward and in-
ward,' to tl (' 1\ is ~ntirely hid by the long hair of the 
rump and hir,*rters: the hunch on their fhould,ts is 
not large! being little more in proportion t!}.an that of a 
deer: their hair is in fome parts very long, particularly 
on the belly, /ides, and hind quarters; but the longell 
hair about them, particularly the bull" is under the throat, 
extending from the chin to the lower part of the chell, 
between the fore-legs; it there hangs down like a horfe's 
mane inverted, and is full as long, which makes the ani
mal have a moll formidable appearance. 1 t is of the hair 
from this part that the Efquimaux make their mtllketto 

• Mr. Dragge fay s, inhis Voyage, voL ii. p. '260, that the muCk-ox is lowtr 
than a .deer) but largu as to bdly and quarters; which is very far from the 
truth; they are of the fize I have here defcribcd them, and the Indians alw3}'s 
cftimate the Adh of a full-grown cow to be equal in quantity to three: deer. 
] am forry alfo to be obliged to contradiCt my friend Mr. Graham, who fJys 
that the flcfh of this animal is carried on fledges to P,ince of \Vales's FOrf, 

to the amount of three or four thouf:md pOllnds annually. To the amount of' 
near one thoufand pounds may have bet:n purchafed from tht: nac ives in /()Illt: 

panicular years~ but it more frequently happens thar not an ounCe is brought 
one year OUt of five. In faa, it is by no means dleemed by the Company's 
£Crvams, and of courfe no great encOllragement is givell to introduce it; but 
if it had bten otherwife, their generallituation is. fo remat~ from the f([cle
ment, that it would not be: worth the Jndlans while to haul it to the Fort. So 
that, in falt, all that has ever been carried [0 Prince of Wales's Fort, has moO: 
affured1y been killtd out of a herd that has been accidentally found within a 
moderate diflance of ,be fcttlement; perhaps an hundred· miles, which is only 
thought a ft<p by an Indian. 

T 
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wigs, and not from the tail, as is afferted by Mr. Ellis * ; 
their tails, and the hair which is on them, being too Ihort 
for that purpofe. III Winter they arc provided with a 
thick line wool, or furr, that grows at the root of the iong 
hair, ancl fhidds them from the intenf" cqld to ,vhich 
they are expofed during that feafon; buY· ';~:iiC;;·i.mi'il';
advaij~es , this furr loaf ens from the a{iQ,-- and, by fr e
quently rolli~g themfelves on the grouild, it works out 
to the eud of the hair, and in time drops air, leaving 
little for their Summer clothing except the long hai r. 
This fearon i, fo fhort in thofe high latitudes , that the 
new Reece begins to appear, almolt as foon as the old one 
drops off; fo that by the time the cold becomes feverT, 
they are again provided with a Winter-drefs. 

The Ilefh of the mulk-ox noways refembles that of tlre 
Weltern buffalo, but is more like that of the moofe or 
elk; and the fat is of a clear white, {lightly tinged with 
a light azure. The calves and young heifers are 'good 
cating; but the Ilefh of the bulls both [mells and taftes 
[0 Ihong of mulk, as to rendet it very difagreeable: even 
the knife that cuts the Ilefh of an old bull will [mell [0 • 
ltrong of mulk, that nothing but [cowring the blade quite 
bright can remove it, and the handle will retain the [cent 
for a long time. Though no part of a bull. is free from 
this [mell, yet the parts of generation, in particular the 
urethra, are by far the moll: Il:rongly in1pregnated. The 

. voragc to Hndfon's Bay, p. 232. 
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urine itfelf mufi contain this fcent in a very great degree ; 
for the [heaths of the bull' s penis are corroded with a 
brown gummy fubfiance, which is nearly as high-fcenteq 
with mull< as that faid to be produced by the civet cat; 
md.l!U.e(.b.~;n,!! been kept for feveral years, feClns not to 
10fe any of 1\ qi\a1ity. 

On thl:: eighth, the weather was fine ahd moderate, 
though not without fame fhowers of rain. Earl y in the 
morning we fet out, and walked eighteen miles to the 
Northward. The Indians killed fame deer; fa we put 
up by the fi.fe of a fmall creek, that afforded a few wil
lows, with which we made a fire for the firfl: time fince 
our leaving Congecathawhachaga; confequcntly it was here 
that we cooked our firfl: meal for a whole week. This, 
as may naturally be Jupp.o(ed, was well relifhcd by all 
parties, the Indiatts as weII as myfdt. And as the Sun 
had, in tile coutle of the day, dried our clothing, in fpite 
of the fmall [howers of rain, we felt ourfelves more com
fortable than we had done finee we left the women . 

• 
The place where we lay that night, is not £.~r from 
Grizzled Bear Hill ; . which take!> its name from the num
bers of thofe animals that are frequently known to refolt 
thither for the purpofe of bringing forth their young in a 
eave that is found there. The wonderful defcription 
which the Copper Indians gave of this place exciting 
the curiofity of feveral of my companions as well as 
myfclf, we went to v~ew it; but on our arrival <It it 
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[ound little worth remarking about it, being no n)ore thall 
a high lump of earth, of a loamy quality, o[ which 
kind there arc fevcral others in the f.~me neighbourhood, , 
all Il:anding in the middle of a large marfh, which makes 
them rcremble fo many illands in a lake. _ ."'he /ides 91. 
thde hill s are quite perpendicular; a'1~ '~R- hei'gi,t of 
GntlLied Bear Htll, wluch I S the largefi.~ ~bout twen ty 
feet above d,e level ground that furrounds it: Their 
rummits are covered with a thick fod of mors and long 
grafs, which in fome places projects over the edge; and 
as the /ides are conl1:antly mouldering away, and wa(hincr 

. b 

down with every fhower of rain during the flllrt Summer, 
they mul1: in time be levelled with the marfh in which 
they are /ituated. At prefent thofe illands, as I call 
them, are excellent places of retreat for the birds which 
migrate there to breed; as they can bring forth their 
young in perfect fafety from every beal1: except the ~e
quehatch, which. from the fharpnefs of its claws and the 
amazing Ilrength of its legs, is capable of afcending the 
moll difficult precipices. 

On the fide of the hill that I went to furvey, there is a 
large cave which penetrates a confiderable way into the rock, 
and may probably have been the work of the bears, as we 
could difcover vifible marks that fome of thofe bealls had 
been there that Spring. This, though deemed very cu· 
rious by fame of my companions, did not appear fo 
to me, as it neither engaged my attention, nor raifed my 

furprife, 
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furpriCe, half fo much as the fight of the many hills and 
dry ridges on the Eaft lide of the marlh, which are turned 
over like ploughed land by thofe animals, in fearching for. 
ground-fquirrds, and perhaps mice, which conftitute/a 
.E1Vou~j,te . DJ.\'!: ,,[ their food . It is fnrpriling to fee 'the 
extent' o{ tffi-ir :efearches in quell: of thofe anill\t1s, 
and Il:ill more ltlll1iew the cnormous Il:ones rolled out of 
their hedS hy the hears on thofe occaliollS.I At lirll: I 
thought thefe long and deep furrows had been effeCted by 
lightning; but the natives alI'ured me they never knew 
any thing of the kind happen in thofe parts, and that it 
was entirely the work of the bears feeking for their prey. 

On the ninth, the weather was moderate and cloudy, 
with [orne flying Ihowers of rain. We fet out early in the 
morning, and walked about forty miles to the North and 
North by Eaft. In our way we faw plenty of deer and 
mulk-Qxen: feveral of the former the Indians killed, but 
'a fmart Chower of rain coming on juft as we were going 
to put up, made the mofs [o,wet as to render it impradi
cable to light a fire. The next day proving fine and 
clear, we fet out in the morning, and walked" twenty 
miles to the North by Weft and North North Weft; but 
about nron the weather became [0 hot and [ultry as to 
render walking very di[agreeable; we thercfore put up 
on the top of a high hill, and as the mofs was then dry, 
lighted a fire, and Ihould have made a comfortable 
meal, and been otherwife tolerably happy, had it not been 

for 
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for the mulkettoes, which were uncommonly numerous, 
and their fiings almoll: infufferable. The fame day Ma
tonabbee fent fcveral Indians a-head, with orders to pro
ced to the Copper-mine River as fafi as pollible, and ac
quaint any Indians they might meet, of our .a~L Il¥. 
tho{e Indians I alfo fent fome fmall prefents( as the furell: 
means to induce any firangers they fOlin\1;to come to our 
allifiancc. 

The elevcnth was hot and fultry, like the preceding 
day. In the morning we walked ten or deven miles to 
the North Wcft, and thcn met a Northern Indian Leader, 
called Oule-eye, and his family, who were, in company 
with feveral Copper Indians, killing deer with bows and 
arrows and fpcars, as they croiTed a little river, by thc 
fide of which we put up, as did alfo the abovc-mentioned 
Indians *. That aftcrnoon I flnoked my calumet of peace 
with thefe firangcrs, and found them a quite different fet 
of people, at leafi in principle, from thofe I had feen at 
Congecathawha~haga: for ~hough they had great plenty 
of provilions, they neither offered me nor my companions 
a mouthful, . and wou1d, if they had been permitted, 
have taken the !ail: garment from off my back, and rob
bed me of every article I poffdfed. Even my Northern 
companions could not help taking notice of fuch unac
countable behaviour. Nothing but their poverty pro-

• This river runs m~arly North Eaft l and in all probability empties itfelf 
into the Northrrn Oce~n, not far from the Copper River. 

teaed 
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teCted them from being plundered by thofe of my crew; 
and had any of their women been worth notice, they 
would mofi afiuredly have been prc/led into our [ervice. 

Thcr twe.lft/1 was [0 exceedingly hot and fultry, ~lat 
we did 'not ri6ve; but early in the morning of the t~ir
tC'enth, after ,my ,companions had taken what dry pro
"ilions thl)' chofe from our unfociable firankers, we fet 
out, and walked about fifteen or lixteen miles to the 
North and North by Eafi, in expectation of arriving at 
the Copper-mine River that day; but when we had 
reached the top of a long chain of hills, between which 
we were told the river ran, wc found it to be no more 
than a branch of it which empties itfdf into the main 
river about forty miles from its influx into the [ea. At 
that time all the Copper Indians were di[patched different 
ways, [0 that there was not one in company who knew 
the /h~rtefi cut to the main river. Seeing fame woods to 
the Well:ward, and judging that the current of the rivulet 
ran that way, we concluded th,at the main river lay in that 
direCtion, and was not very remote from our prefent litu
ation. We therefore direCted our courfe by the lide of it, 
when the Indians met with feveral very line buck deer, 
which they deftroyed; and as that part we now traverfed' 
afforded plenty of good lire-wood, we put up, and cooked 
the moll: comfortable meal to which we had fat down for 
fome months. As fuch favourable opportunities of in
dulging the appetite happen but [eldom, it is a general 

rule 
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rule with the Indians, which we did not negleCt, to exert 
every art in dreffing am food which the moll: relined {kill 

. .in Indian cookery has been able to invent, and which 
cunlill:s chi~By in boiling, broiling, and roall:ing: but of 
all ',he diChes cooked by thofe people, a beeatl.', iU it is 
called in their language, is certainly the mot delicious, at 
leall: for a change, that can be prepared from a deer only, 
without any, other ingredient. It is a kind 'of haggis, 
made with the blood, a good quantity of fat fhred fmall, 
[ome of the tenderell: of the Befh, together with the heart 
and lungs cut, or more commonly torn into fmall fhivers ; 
all which is put into the ll:omach, and roall:ed, by be
ing fufpended before the lire by a ftring. Care m~ll: be 
taken that it does not get too much heat at lirll:, as the 
bag would thereby be liable to be burnt, and the contents 
be let out. When it is fufficientiy done, it will emit 
ll:eam, in the fame manner as a fowl or a joint of meat; 
which is as much as to fay, Come, eat me now: and if it 
be taken in time, before the blood and other contents 
are too much done, it is certainly a moll: delicious morfel, 
even without pepper, faIt, or any other bfoning. 

After regaling ourfe!ves in the molt plentiful manner,. 
and taking a few hours rell:, (for it was almoll: 'impoffible 
to fleep for the mu/kettoes,) we once more ret forward, 
direCting our courfe to the North Well: by Welt; and 
after walking about nine or ten miles, arrived at that 
long wiChed-for fpot, the Copper-mine River. 
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,TranfaCl:ions at the Copper-mine River, and till we joined 
all the :women to the South of Cogead Lake . 
. " . 

Som. copfor '"t/i;;,.s join 'us.-IndiaMs ftnd tbru lpi" dll'Wn tb. riv.;._ 
Beg;!l m:t fof"fJey·-Spi~' rerum, and give on ac~()unt of fifJe lent' oj' 
Efquimaux.,IIlIiianl ronfolt tb. 'hejl metbod to fi.ai"l' tbtm ill tb. 
night., and lill them wbil' Bfleep.-Crrfs tbe ri"~r.-IPromdillgs of 
Ibe India.s IU Ib.y"""one. I,owards th. ,Efquilnm", Itntr.,-'I'he Indianr 
h.gill the ""'.!fam ."hi" 'tI1~, p.or Efqll;';'(JII" m '!fie,/,. anti flay 1"',. 
all.-Mllcb 'ilfitltd aub. jighl of one ,oung woman lilted do/< 10 tIly 
fttl.-Ybt h,ebatJ;oUl",oj'the Indionl on Ibis occaJioit.-Thtir 6rul!Jh treat .. 
nI.nt oflb"tlead hodi".-Sroen wloreJentrftm on Ibe opp'lflejide of Ibe 
-riwr.-'I'he Indianr bar<if' I"'in. lililbe,../Iy to a Jboal.iu the river fir 
1<if'ly.-Beba,,;'lIr of I'" lntlianr ajler lilling thaft Efquimaux.-Crrfs 
1M riJ)tr, ana-jwocuJ 10 the l~nlJ on thai fitk.-Plundrr their tr~"J'J 
anti ds''.., lb.;, ulenjilr.:--Conti;J1It m, foroe, to Ibe river's ",outb.
RemorAs Ibere.~t. .-I , on III) rdUnI.-A"ri"e at OIl( of tbe Copper-..: . ..... . 
millei.-RemarAs lin 'it . ....:.Mu, a/Iempts ;mad," lo ;",!uce I'" {lopper 
ittdians. to carry tb<i,..."n gooth 10 flJl'riet.-GijllJ(/u to. il.-FillallY 
and cruelty of'f[le!/billto JotJIe of,lbo/< prior Indians.-Leave tbe Copper-
1l1int, and ,:~{t: ,aI' 4ll.,~~ng rate ~tin we Join'the 'WO'~UII, hy ,the fide 
of Cogtatl W6ote,,,,-J,fticb j .. I-j'oundef'ed.;--'Ibe appearallce v(ry tilar11l
iog. hut 1 .. t1Jb~iigis.jp? !"' .Mltr.-fr.,ce"" I~ tb<tioulbward, ami 

JOIn the remain~r of ' the 'Womm and' (hildr~II."';"'MaIlJ other Iildiolu 
.ni", wilh.lbetir. ", 

U:'1i£\ li?d ,fcaUcly, amvtd at. t]J.e' ~pper~mille River 
VY ,whC,i.{(;br ~'lp~;·lnailill(jointd.u~, and .brolJght 

.with ,.themt~Q;canoes. " ifliei~ fCe,~allthl' Inqian~who 
were ',fent :holil "us ,at v.anous ~;tim~, excep,t Matenahbee~ 

, " ~ .' . 
U · brother~ 

'77" 
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'77" brother, anll three others that were lirfi difpatched from 
... J:'Y, oJ Congecathawhachaga. 

On my arrival here I was not a little furprifed to find 
't~e river differ fo much from the defcription which the 
I ';'dians had given of it at the Factory; ·.for, i1!ftcad of 
bting fo large as to be navigable for fhipping, a. _ it 
had been Ifprefented by them, it was '"t that !W"t fcarcely 

"navigable br an Indian canoe, being no more than one 
hundred and eighty yards wide,ev~ry where full of fhoals, 
awl no Ids ~han three falls were in fight at firll: view. 

Near the water's edge there is fome wood.; but not one 
tree grows on or near the top of the hills between which 
the river runs. There appears to have been formerly ~ much 

: greater 'quantity than there is at prefcnt; but the trees 
fcem to have been fet on fire'. fome years' ago, and, in con
fequence, there is at prcfentten fticltSlying on the ground, 
for one green one which is J~rowiDgbefidc ther.]. The 
whole timber appears to hav.c bee'!; '~v~ ill i~s greatell: .pro
fperity, of fo crooked an& dwamlh a growth .as to ren.d~r 
it of little ufe for any purpofe but tire-wood. . .' 

SOOIl after ' our arrival at the river~fide, three Indians 
were fent 0/£ as fpies, ' in order to fee il'~yEfquinla\1X 
were inhabit~g the ' rivef~{ide~1;)V~n '. ~nd the' ka . 
. After wflking about ~hrei: qDarter~of i~ mile by the fide 
of the river. we. put. tip, when ·moIl of. the .Indians went a 

, ;< ~. " • , • 

hunting, 
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hunting, and killed feveral mulk-oxen and fome deer. 
They were employed all the remainder of the day and 
night in fplitting and drying the meat by the fire, As we 
were not then in want of provifions, and as deer' and oth~ 
jlnimals were fo plentiful, that each day's journey mig t 

have ptovided "cor itfdf, I was at a lors to account for t ,i, 
unufualceconomy of my companions ; but was Coon At
formed, ' toot thole' preparations were made wi1h a vicw to 
have vic'luals enough ready-cooked to ferve us 10 the river's 
mouth, without being obliged t6 kill· any in our way, as 
the report of the guri~, . ~nd the fmoke of the fires, would be 
liable t6 alarm the natives, if any iliould he near at hand, 
and give them an opportunity of efcaping. 

Early in the. morning of the fifteenth, we fet out, when 
I immediately'. beganrrry furvey, which I continued about 
ten miles down tb"e river, till heavy raili coming on we 
were obliged to put up ; and the; place where we lay that 
night ,~as the'crul,dr edge of the woods, the whole [pace be
tween it ana the.fea:beihg entirely barren hills and'wideopen 
marilie • ." In the courfe of t£is day's furve)" I found tlle 
river as full of ilioals as the part which 1 had f~en before; 
and in many places.it was fo greatly diminiilied in its width, 
that inoilr w.lY·'Wepaffed bv two more capital falls • 

. E:i-rlyin the l11otning' of the fixteenth, the weather 
being fine 4I},d pleafant, Iagainpraceeded with my fur
ver, and 'c<!i;~il'nled it forten miles f.uyher down the rivet; 

. U 2 llUt 
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but /lill fotlfld it tile (ame as bef0l"e,. being every whe-re 
full of falll; and /hoals. At this time ;it being about 
noon) the three men who had been· fent as [pies ·met us' on' 
,~eir return, and infCir!il~d; my companio'T!s that five· t.nts 
ot\ E[quimaux were on the weft '6de of the river;.. The. 
fit tfation, they faid, was very Convenieht forn,tprifing 
them; and; according to dicit account, 1 jud~d it to 

" he ahom l:~lve 'It"Bes from the place we mer !the Cpie •• 
When tHI! fndians ..eceivedthis intelligence, no farther 
attendance or attention was paid to my furvey, but their 
whole thoughts were immediately engaged in planning the 
beft method of attack, and how they might fteal on the 
poor Efquimaux the etiJuing night, and kiU them all 
while aileep. To accomplilh this bloody defign more 
e£feerually, the Indians thought !t ·neceffitry to crl'>fs the 
river as [000 as poffible; and, by the account of the [pies, 
it appeared that no part was mo~ convenient for tlie pur
pore than that where we had met them, it being there 
very fmooth, and Oat a corifidera:ble diftance from any fall. 
Accordingly, after the Ind~ bad pur ali ' their guns,: 
fpears, targets, &C. Hi good order, we croiTed the river, 
which tOok up forne rime. 

WheR we arrived on the Weft fule of .the ~, 'each 
painted the front ofbi! target or lhield; . fome ' With the ' 
figure of the sun, ° othh-s With that 'd .tiiC! 'Moon [cveral 

. ..' . . .. " -'. . , 
with difi'erenfkirids of l5irdif and ~~ar""'y·" and manr . ". . ~~, 

with the imagea Of itttit~ .l;:eing~;l '"bkh, . 'accord-- . 

ing 
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ing tQ' their filIY 'notions, are the inhabitants of the. dilli:ront 
clements,. Earth, Sea, Air, E.:c. 

On enquiring the ~afon of t·heir doing fo, I learned tha 
each man .. painted hi, /ihit:/d with the image of that be' g-. . 
on whi"h . . he relied ' moft for fuceefs in the inte.nded n~ 
gagement. SOme ;wt:re!'QGtentea, with a lingle reprefe, t-. 
acion; while orads"doubtful, as I fuppoTe, o,~ the quality 
and power of Mly liGgie hemg, ha4, t,herr Ibil:lds covered 
to the very margin wit/va ,group oii hieroglyphics quite 
unintelligible to every one e!,cept the painter. Indeed, 
/i'om .the .hurry in which"thlt; .bW'iae16 was I.lecelI:'Ui,ly dane, 
the want of every colanr but red and black, and the 
deficiency of /kill in the artift, molt of thofe paillti!lgs 
had more . the, appearance of a number of accidental 
blotch~r-Wan ;.~".~,.atly, .t4ingJha.t is on the eartll, Qr in 
" the water .. U1~~hcl:!tl'l:~.,·'· .. l!Ild, thOlJgh fOl~le few, q( 
them ~onveyed a t~l~abUi ,idCf'. <i' 'the JhiPg intended" y<:t 
,"ven thefe .~~t" ffiatlydegrees )NQrf., than QUi"' country lign~ 
paintings in England • 

. When this piece of fupcrfl:itio~ .~:\S cOOlpleted, . we be
gan to advance.towardthe Efquimaux tents; but were very 
carefui,to, avoid ciP([q\g ,any hills, O[ctalking: IO!,ld, /f)( fear 
of being fcen ·o~ ovcrfle.arti hy theinhabttan\s; by w~ich 
m9;% .the,. ~illancc w~ :O,ot~y ,qJ,~!tgreatt;r thaQ it 
oth~l)Yi~ .\'VG,Uld · .1l:'l}le ,be~, ,~ut, f01\ th¢ fpke o,f keeping 
ill~heigwef,l, ~)IoIlds, . w~ wc«: q\11igcd to .w!l1.~th.oug~ 

.entire 
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entire fwamps of ftifF marly clay, . fomctimes up to the 
knees. Our courfe, however, on this OCcafiOll, though 
very ferpentine, was not altogether· fo remote from the 

, l~,ver as entirely to exclude me from a view of it the whole 
wa./ : on the contrary, ·/everal times (according to the 
fiulation of the ground) we advanced fo near it, a.· to give ' 
me' an opportunity of convincing myfelf that it was as 
unnavigable\ as it was in thofe parts :Which I had fur
veyed before, and which entirely correfponded with the 
accounts given of it by the fpies. 

It is perhaps worth remarking, that my crew, though:111 
undifciplined rabble, and by no means accuftomed to war 
or command, feemingly aaed on this horrid occafioll with 
the utmoft uniformity of fentiment. . There was not 
among them the leaft altercation or feparate opinion'; all 
were united in the ge~eral caufe, and!U ready to follow 
where Matonabbet: led, a. he appeared. to be ready to lead, 
according to the. advice of lUI old Copper Indian, Who had 
j.oined us an our. litll: arrival at the. riverwhq-e ,this bloody 
bufrnef. was litftprQpofed, . 

Never was reciprocity of interell: more.gencfillly n:garded 
among a number .,L peqple; than it . W,as . opt.he ,po:;fent 

. occafion by my ·crew, for·.not one was a ~ent . in want 
of any thingthat ;another cO\Ild (~e; ~: if eyc;r , the 
fpirit of difiaterefied· friendJh:ip ex~ed . ~he hc;ar.t of 
a N orthcm. Ii1dian, ,it ' ''l'ils ·~ ·.PaiW~ . 4\ the ,molt ex-

. '.' . tc~five 
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ten live meaning of the word. ~roperty ·of every kind 
that could be of general uft W'w .cealed to be private, and 
everyone who had any thing ",pich ,.came under that de
fcription, feemed proud of an opportunity of giVin~'" , 
or lending it to mofe· who had ' Rone, or were mo in , 
want of it. 

. The number 6f my crew was fo much gre;ter than that 
which five teats could contain, and the w~rlike manner 
in which they wete equipped fo greatly fuperior to what 
could be expeCted of the poor Efquimaux, that no lefs 
thana total malfacre of every one of them was likely to be 
the cafe, unlefs Providence 1hould work a miracle for their 
deliverance. 

Tht land 'was fa lituated J:hat we walked under cover 
' . 

of'the rocks'· and'· hills till ,ve were within two .hWldred 
yards of the tents . . There we lay in ambulh for fome 
time;·watehing tbernolions of the Efquimaux ; and here 
theIndiansWould havcadvifed me to fray till the fight was 
over, but to ibis I could by' no means qmfent; for 1 eon
fidercd that when the Efquimau,c came to be furprifed, 
tneY"woiiLftiy.ricryway to'efeape, and if they found me 
a\Qlle, iiot k'nOMng~e from an enemy, they would pro
~bly proceed to' violenCe againli: me when no perfon was 
'near to. iUIH\:. · For this reafon I det~,nined to accompany 
t~, ttlling tbem at the famelhne,that I would . not 
'ha\oe1iriY'·h:mdinthemutdtr they were about to wmmit, 

unlefs 

lSI 

. '77 1• 
L ---..J 
. July, 



15 2 

'77" 
'- .. J 

A JOU 'RNEY TO THE 

unlcfs I found it neceff'ary for my .own fafety. The In
dians were not difpleafed at this propofal; one of them 
immediately hxed me a fpear, and another lent me a 

J"'I' 

' hroad bayonet for my protection, but at that time I 
c<l(lld not be provided with a target; nor did I want to b~ 
en~umbered with fuch an unneceff'ary piece of lumber. , 

While w~ lay in ambu!h, the Indians 'performed the lall 
ceremonies which were thought necefiiuy hefore the en
gagement. Thefe chieRy confilled in painting their faces; 
fome all hlack, fome all red, and others with a mixture of 
the two; and to prevent their hair from blowing into their 
eyes, it was either tiud before and behind, and on hoth 
fides, or elfe cut {hort all round. The next thing they 
confidered was to make themfelves as light as po/lihl~ for 
running; which they did, by pulling off their ftockings, 
and either cutting off the IIceves of their jackets, or roll
ing them up clofe to their arm-pits; and though the muf
kettoes at that time were fo numerous as to furpafs all cre
bibility, yet fome of the Indian~ actuall.y pulled ofFiheir 
jackets and entered' the lifts quite naked, except their 
breech-doths and !hoes. -Fearing I might have occafton 
to run with the rell, I thought it alfo advifable to.pull 
off my ftockings and cap, and .to tie my hair as-clofe up . as 
pollible. 

By the time the Indians had riwie' themfelvcs ' thus 
completely frightful, it was near,oncQ'ciOck in the ;mom

Ing 
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~~9f}~c ;fe"'~Jlte~tli ; , when finding all the E[quimaux 
q#t 'ill ~heir t~ri% " they rufhed forth from their aIpbuf
cl.lde, llfi4 fell <ill' .the ,poor un[u[peCting creatures, unper
ceiv.c:d: : ~U: ,dofeat the; very eves of their tents, wh7 
!:p,eyf90lJ. ~~the b~oody maJfacre, while ( fiood neJCer 
in th~,re". :., . . 

. . . ) 

In a fev::, [econds ,' t,hE horrible [cene commenced; it was 
,fhocking ,beyond de[cription; the poor un7tappy viCtims 
were furprifed in the midfiof their /leep, and had neither 
time; nor power to Plake any rdifiance; men, women, and 
child~n. in all up~ard of twenty, ran out of their tents 
fiark naked, and endeavoured to make their efcape; but 
the Indians having polfeffion of all the land-fide, to no. 
plac!,) could they fly for fhelter. One alternative only remain
ed, t~at: ofj1flIlIii!lg i1lt,? the river; but, as none of them 
attempM it, they all fell a facrifice to Indian barbarity I 

, , . 
>'~<.. ,, ;';";, .~~ " ,", ., ' 

, The 1l;1tieks anil groons of the poor expiring wretches 
.1,,;, .• " , . • . 

weretru1idread1Vl; and my horror was much increafed rit 
" ~" " <., ' . ~· " ~ , .' .• ·"·"i\, •. ,,. . . ' . . '" 
f~~ng fij0Wtg ~it!.Jeeming~yabout eightee.n years of ~ge, 
.~~~lsrI Xo ~~'.ll~~ t.-~~t when ~he lir/1:. fp~ar was Ituck lJlto 
.*rflfle"~~:~.t~f~n . at,!,y ' fed, and twilted round my 
leg.~~ fo, t~lJI~J~:~'~~~'t~i'!l'c,)llty , th~r I c~uld d;fengage 
l)lyfelf £r.om ~eraymggra(ps. -cAs two Jnillan men pur- ' 
f~ :t!i4uiitortUt1aie': vi'Clirrl~' r ~oHc\ted very hard for her 
l;~~;~ :.::~.it';.;;fll#m:waci-~ {ifis:de i; no reply till they had 
-~ _. __ M·' "., " ·X· ftuck 

;' , .. , 
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fiuck both their fpears through her body, and tran~~4 
her to the ground. " ' They then looked me; '1ternlyin ' ~he 
f ace, , alld began to ridicule me, by a/king if ~ wanted :0 
~fq uimaux wife; and paid not the fmalleft regarc\ to the 

"ieks alld agony of the poor 'Wretch, who was twining 
rou "d their fpears like an eel! Indeed, aft~r fefeiving 
mu h abulive language from them on the occalion, I was 
at length obliged te;> deflIe that they ,would be ~ore expe
ditious in dilit":tching their victim ollt of her nufery, other
wife I /hould be obliged, out of pity, to a/Iill: in the 
friendly offi~e of putting an end to the exificllce of a fel
low-cre~turc who was fo cruelly wounded. On this re
quefi being made, one of the Indians hafiily drew his 
fpear fiom the place where it was firll: lodged, and pierced 
it through her breafi near the heart. The love of life, 
however, even in this moll miferable frate, was fo predo
minant, that though this might juJl:Jy be called the molt 
merciful act that could be done for the poor creature, it 
feemed to be un welcome, for though much exh:tu/led, by 
pain and lo[s of blood, /he made feveral !=£forts to 'ward off 
the friendly blow. : My litu~tion, and the ' t~ror of my 
mind at beholding this butchery, cannot ealily be <;on
ceived, much lefs defcribed; though I {1.IlI\med llP allo)lie 
fortitude I w:as mall:~r of on the occa1i9n, ' itwaswth 
difficulty that lcouldrefrainJrolI\ ' t?~; l ' aii~ ' £, ~l!~ton
fid~nt that mtfc;at14res thull:, 'haVe, feb,lil'\wyi~~{~dhqw 
ftn~ely I w.~~~ ~ tbebail)iIhiIi$;~1"fli~wit-

,. >,. . -, , ,",~. . .. ~~,...'.~'\.. "';"'. ' :io.. . ',:.natel'; 
.;'! ")., ··'::'Y .' 
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netTed; even at. this hour I cannot reflca on the tranf
aaions bf. that horrid day without /hedding tears. 

The brutiih manner in which there ravages ufedt,e 
.boctR!s they had fa cruelly bereaved of life was fa /h k
ing,tliat it· would be indecent to defcribe it; particul rly 
their <;uriofity in examining, and the remarks they made, 
on the fortriation of the women; which, th;;y pretended 
to fay, ditTered materially Irom that of their own. For 
my own part I mull: acknowledge, that however .favour
ablc the opportunity for deterffiiriing that point might 
have been, yet my thoughts a:t the time were too milch 
agitated to admit of any fuch ·remarks; and 1 firmly be
lieve; that had there aEtually been as much difference be
tween them as there is faid to be between the Hottentots 
and thoCe of Ewope,it would not have been in my power 
to have marked the di!l:in€tion. I have reafon to think, 
howev_er,~hat there is no ground for the atTertion; and 

-really believe' that the declaration of the Indians on this 
oCcauon, was.utterly void of~h, and.proceeded only from 
the implacabl!= hat.red they bore to the whole tribe of 
~p1C;of .~ho,~ I' ,aln fticlkihg. 

. ,," , .' , -
WhCn"JheInd¥~ . had .cbnlpleted the murder of the 

P~ _.~~($l~aUX' fe*" ·_oilitt~ts . on . the ' Eall: fide the 
iir~ iffi~~t~}~' engagt4 theit , ~tioll ': very luckily, 

·~~~.r; our 'canoes and· baggage ' had. been left at a 
litiW~cil~ce:tlifthc river, fo -that they had no way of 

croffing 
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crolling to get at them. . The river at this part beuig 
little more than eighty yards wide, they began firing at 
them from the Well: lide. The poor Efquimaux on the 

~
oJite fho;e, though all up in arms, did not~ttempt. to 

ab ndon their tcn~s '; ,and they were fo unacquamted with 
the nature of fire-arms, that wl)cn the bullets {huck the 
ground, they ran , in crowds to 'fee what was fent .them, 
and feemed anxious to examine all the pieces of lead 
which they fhund flattened lIg,ainll: the rocks. At length 
one of the Efquimaux men was fhot in the calf of his leg, 
which put them in great confuJion. They all imme
diately embarked in their little canoes, and paddled to a 
fhoal in the middle of the ~iver. which being fomewhat 
more than a gun-fhot from any part'of the {hore, put them 
out of the reach , of our barbarians. , . , 

When the favages difcoirered that the furviving Efqui
maux had gained the /hore above \D~QPoIled"the Northern. 
Indians began to pl\l,nQel' th~ " ren!~ of, thedeceafed: of all· 
the copper utenli)s~IiFY, eoul~~,; Cu,ch Jl$ha,tchets; bay
onets" kniv,es, .&c; ~ftCr ;",Il,ic.h. :~hcy " a/f~J11bl¥ 01). the top 
of an a4jaceM,,hi1W::hiU;.and fiandil\gi!lHn :a-dt.lll:~;'(q:il~ 
to for\D a roli4, ci~fUlj)~~d'l~;heir: !pe,a;-~e~fi~i~ ,~h~'o/:'gave 
many ,1h01f~ :pfyi4~l'r;; )~?n~~~!Y.csl,~~iP~ ~S~0;(~rs 
again.fl:. ClICh ', Clthet;. ,'>:I!l9 ,;fr~l!¢n,\lY " ~~'i ' }m4l 

• .' ',. ·, · c.;I .'.·. ," ~~ ' . ' " · ":. \.~,· ;·,~t:" -;·.! ;. , .. " . ~";;J"v.;,. '!1.'~ . " 1.-. .,-",.;' ~ " ". ~' 
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maux, who were ftanding on the !hoal almoft knee-deep 
in water. ~ After 'parading the hill for fame time, it was 
agreed to return up the rh'er to the place where we hac\ 
left our canoes and baggage, which was about half, ' ;" 

I 
mile diftant, . and then to ctofs the river again and plut)der 
the feven tents on the Eaft fide. This refolution was~im
mediately put in force; and as ferrying acrofs with only 
three or four canoes" tooK a confiderable time, and as 

! 
we were, from the crookedncfs of the n ver and the 
form of the land, entird), under. cover, feveral of the poor 
furviving Efquimaux, thinking probably that ' we were 
gone about our bufinefs, and meant to trouble them no 
more, had returned from the !hoal to their habitations. 
When we approached. their tents, which we did under 
coVcr of the rocks, we found them bufily employed tying 
up bundles. 'There the Indians 1eized with their u[ual 
ferocity; on which, the' Efquimauxhaving their canoes 
lying ready .in the water, immediately embarked, and all 

·of them 'got Cafe' to the former !hoal; except an old man, 
who was- fo intent on collcB;ing his things, that the In
dians. comjng up<Jo · himbefore. he could reach his canoc,. 
heJeU.afacr¥ice,toth·eirfl,iry: .{ v~ily .belieRllot leis than 
twenty ·hadllh:ai\d in his death, as his whole botly was like 
a, ~1Jikn'der.- 1t i~ 4eren~elrary to obferve. that the [pies, 
.• ,",{.;' .. ,: :~;-';;~t-:":: ':~ 'I"'< -~ \,.,-" "':~~{:'''-''' -' ' : ,:, : .. ':","'''' -. ,- ~ ',", .. 
.'·:.~?~·e~;.r'hl. 6r~ecn J..ndi:IJis:t-nn'erl '~D~k a~~<th{Stf)ny Mbilntains) they took 
~i'o; di~~C:a~o~.; WWt,'r'tHefrt ;'''r(tf{!e'~:bf: oiif~?dew' that' ,vert f~nt a-head a~ 

',', ~h)'.t;~ "·~~:.Qq,t y'~tJ:c't\ii:n~d,~~Jilth .. 6ccalioned"the number of our C~lnOCS to 
lic ,l,O.fI!>.~'j .. ", .. ,.... .. when .. 
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when on the look.-out, could net fee thefe feven tents, 
though c10fe under them, as the bank, on which they 
(toad, ftrctchcd over them. 

\ . 
Iq ought to have been. mentioned in its proper place, 

thatlin making our retreat up' the river, after killing the 
Efquimaux on the Weft fide, we faw an old woman fitting 
by the lide ur. the water, killing falmon, which 1ay at the 
foot of the faJl as thick as a fhoal of herrings. Whether 
[rom the noife uf the faJl, or a natural defeCl: in the old 
woman's hearing, it is hard to determine, but certain it is, 
ihe had no knowledge of the tragi cal fcene which had been 
fo lately tmnfaCl:ed at the tents, though fhe was not more 
than two hundred yards from the place. 'When we lirft per
ceived her, fhe fcemed perfeCl:ly at eafe, and was entirely 
furrounded with the produce of her labour. From her man
ner of behaviour, and the appearance of her eyes, which 
were as red as blood, it is more than probable that her 
light was not very good ; for fhe fcarcely difcerned that ' 
the Indians we~e eneinies, tili they were wit·hintwice · the 
length of their fpears of her. " It was in vain that fhe at
tempted to' fly, for tlu! wretC'hes of iny crew transfixed 
ner to the ground in a. few feconds, :rnd btitchered: her 
in the moll favage manneri " There ·wu. fcar$i~j. 'aWian 
among them whi)' had noti( thrua.~~~hb:'·~tti:'IfiS"tp~.~ 
and many ' in: :doing ihis, ' aimtd:~t,'~/ra:th~,. thalli 
immediate death, as theynat ~f!~~~itlt hti , ejla~ 

.' but 
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h\jt fiabbed her in many parts very remote (rom thofe 
which are vital. 

It may appear firange, that a perfon {uppofed to h~ 
.almofi blind {hould be employed in the bulinefs of filhong, 
and particularly with any degree of fuecefs; but "inen 
the multitude of fi,fh is taken into the account, the won
der will cea[e. Indeed they wne fo numerous at the foot 
of the fall, that when a light pole, armed with' a few [pikes, 
which was the infirument the old woman ufed, was put 
under water, and hauled up with a jerk, it was fearcdy 
pollible to mifs them. Some of my Indians tried the 
method, for curiolity, with the old woman's fiaif, anG. 
fddom got Ids than two . at a jerk, fomctimcs three oi 
four. Thofe fi{h, though very nne, and beautifully red, 
arc but fma.ll, feldom weighing more (as near as I could 
judge) than fix or feven pounds, and in general much Ids. 
Their numbers at this place were almofi incredible, per
haps equal to any thing that is related of the [almon in 
Kamfch~tka, . or any other p,art of the world. It does 
not appear that the E(qu~aux have any othcr method of 
catching t~ lilli, unkfs it be by fpears and darts; . for no 
appearal1Ce o~nets. was difcovered either at their tents, or 
on allY pilrt. of th!:. {hare. . This is the cafe with all the 
Efq~imaux on the ~efllide of Hudfon's Bay; fpearing 
ii).8ufUU)tr, and angling in Winter, are the only me
thc;l9s they . have yet devifed . to catch fi.fh, . though at 

J • • • 
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their whole dependance tor fupport is on that ar-

. When 

... ' Vhen the Efquimaux who rdi~e nenr Churchill River travel in Winu'r 
it is ~~ways from Jake to lake, ~r from fiver to rivrr, ...... herc: ·they have formed 
mag(zinc:s of provifio~ and heap' of mofs for firing. As lOme' of thofc 
places art at a confiderable dphnce from ea.ch other, and lome of the lakes of 
confide-rable width, they freque.ndy pitch their ten~ 011 the ice, and inflt-ad of 
having a fire, w~ich the feverity of the c1imare fa much rrqliirefl , [hey cut 
holes in tht: ice within their rems, and there fit and angle for fifh. if they 
meet wirh any fuccds, the fifl! arc: eaccn aJivt oue of the water; and when 
they are thirRy, water, their ufiJai bcvef.1ge, is at hand_ 

When] firrt entr-red into the employment of the H udfon's n ay Company, 
it was as Mace of one of their floops which was employed in trad ing with the 
ECquimaux; I had th('n:fore frequC"nt oplJOnunitiC$ of obli:rving the mifer
able manner in whkh thofe people live. In"the ccurle of our trade with them 
we frequently purchafed fe.vcnl11.i:~I-(kiu bags., which we [uPP/lCr:d were r\:11 of 
oil ; bur on opt'ning them have· fometi"mes found grtat t]uancici4;s of Ve""lIif.IO) 
feals. nod [ea-horCe paws, as weB as falmon; and as thefe were of no \.Ifc: t:o 
us, we always returned them co thl! I ndians, who eagerly devoured them, d;ough 
[orne of rhe articles had · been perhaps a w~.e year in lhar fbcC'; and they 
feemrd (0 exult greatly in 'having fa oVe"" r·rt:;).ched U!j; in the w:ly"Of ,tra.de , as 
co · have fornetimes one third of me·ir bargtiin rt"rurllcd. 

This method of p~efe·~·i;..g "their' "f~, . th,ough, it 't)r~ittiaUy ~·;d·s it" (rom 
rhe external a.jr, and fr.om lh,e flies} doe'i nOt :p';~eht putrcf~aion ·entirely, 
tl..lOugh it 'rende.I1,-its progrefs /,v&ry {low.,.:. Pure ;tr~; oil JS <?("'Iuj;h a quality 
tha~ it neva fr~ezes. ~Qlid .in.,ihe _~oJd~ft ~V.j.~~s i, ~ . 4a~f.l ,~~~~UJ1l~~p.~e 
for thofe peopJe, who ":TC ',.condemned to live In ·the· moll. rigorous ;chmare 
without;$e affi.lbnct::. of. firt • . i.While: thef~ _~~i la.(t, .. diej, :"¥ve no

dling ~ore to 'd9 ~~~ .. h~~r . ~ }~~I,;~r{~~~~!l~.*J~,~ .. ~~~) 
take out a fide of vcnifDn,. a , few J~, fCa~~ .. pa~, ~ot?~bftie .J1lff~rot'tcn 
1almon. a~d Yiithoun1ny. pr~paiitiDli; '·fit ~.~ ~.e;~f~.f. · aDd~ tbc:id:e 

or cim .by which ... \, PitCh their tOnt"~CJ¥~;" hiCh is~~if¥i>n, 
Ibnt drink, Befide. the eXlraordilllry ~., .,'., . ,~iolled, .thej. hpnJe,. 

" . , . , >ira! 
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When the Indians had plu'ndercd the feven tents of all 
the copper utenfils, which feemed the only thing worth 

their 

-Vcral other difOts cqunlly difgufting [0 an Europe:m palate ; I will only mention 
ant, as j 't 'was ' mor~ frtquently pn.rt of their n~ p:lft when f vifited their tr~ntS, 
than any other, exceptfifh., The clifh I allude to) is made of the r:tw liver of a 
deer. Cut in {mall piec('$ of about an inch (quare, and mix(':d lip with the conM 
tents of the fl:onlach of the (arne animal; and lhe Carther digeflion I ll!> t:lkcn plaCt, 
rhe better it is fuiled [0 their tafl:e. It is impoffible to defcribe or cconcin.
the pleafure thry [cern to' enjoy when eating fuch unaccountable food: nar. 1 
ha~ even fecn them eat whole handfuls of maggots thac were produced in 
meat by fly~bJows i and it is their connane cufrom, when their no[es bleed by 
'ny llC'cident, to lis:-k their blood ineo their mouths, and [wallow ie. Indeed, if 
we confider the inhofJ>ttable part of the globe they are deftined to inhabit, and 
rhe grea t diR:reff'ts to whieh they are frequ.ently driven by hunger in cOll ft

{luellee of it, we (haH no longer be furprifed at finding they can relilh any thingo 
in- common with the meane{\: of the animal creation, but rather admire till! 

wifdom and kindnefs of Providence in forming the palate ~ and powers of all 
qearures i;t fuch ~ manner as i4>efl: adapted to the food, climate, and evay 
odier circumftance which may be incident to their refpeCtive finmtions. 

It is l!.O leCs ttue, that thefe people, when I firll: kpew them, wodtl not 
ht any ' of o~r provifioos, fi,gar, rai (jns, figs, or even bread ; for though 
:lOme of the.m1\'ould put a bit of it into their mouths, thC)' fooo fpit it Oll[ 

again with e'!,ide.n,t · matk-s , ~f diOike., 10 that they had no grtater relilh for 
our fo~ chan we had for t'heirs. At prdcl1t, however, they will cat an)' part 
of out" provi fioM, ' dthe~ "(teAl 9i.falced j and fume of them will drink a draft 
of porttr; ,'or -a,litcle braody.:ha\.aten and they arc- 'no", fo far civilized, and . 
attached to the Englifh, that I am perfu:H..Ic:d any of the Cnmpany's fervaots 
who 'could. habituate tnemfdves to tilt~ ir diet and- manner""of life, might now 
lilft: osjecute udder their proteaion, as un<.i.erdlac of any of the 'tribes of In-
w.ns ll:hQ,.bor~<r on Hudfon·s,B.y.. ' 

'~hty " Ji~e ' in a ftate of perfect freedom j no one apparently cbiming 
the fuperiority ' o~er, or acknowledging the lean- fubordination ~o another, 

, xcept 
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their notice, they threw an the tents and tent:poles into 
the river, dell:royeil a vall: quantity 'of dried falmon, mulk
oxcn Adh, and other provifions; b.c all the fione 
kettles ; ancl, in fact, did all the mifchief they poliibl y 
could to difirefs the poor creatures they could not mur-. 
del» and ,who were fianding on the fheal befote men
tioned, obliged to be woeful [pectators of their great, or 
pcrh~ps irreparable !o[s. 

After the Indians had completed this piece of wantoll
ncfs we f<lt down, ' and made a good )neal of frelll falmon, 
which were as Humerous at the place where we now refied, 
as they were on the Well fide of the river. When we had 
flllifhcd our meal, which was the firfi we had enjoyed for 
many hours, the Indians told me that they were again ready 
to aliill: me in making an end of my furvey. It was then 
about five o'clock in the morning of the [eventeenth, the 
[ea being in fight [rom the North Well: by Well: to the 
North Eall:, about eight miles dill:ant. I therefore 'fet in-. 
fiantly about commencing my [urvey, and purfued it to the 
mouth of the river, which f found all the way fo full of 
[hoais and falls that it ~as not navigable even for a boat, 
;md that it emptied itfelf into the"fea over a ridge or bar. 

<"Xccpr what ~s due from children to their pannrs, or fuch of their kin as take 
care of them when they. arc young and incapable of providing for thcmfeJves. 
There is, however, rearoD to think that, wJ:cn grown up to ~nhood, they 
Fl~ lome attention to the advice of the old men, on account of their CX~ 
p.: nence. 

2 The 



NOR THE R N 0 C E A N. 

The tide was ,then out; but I judged from the marks 
which I faw on the edge of the ice, that it flowed about 
twelve or fourtee!l feet, which will only reach a little way 
within the river's mouth. The tide being out, the water 
in the river was perfectly freO); but I am certain of its 
being the (ca, or fome branch of it, by the qmntiry of 
whalebone and feal-fkins which the Efquimaux had at 
their tents, and alfo by the number of fcals which I faw OIl 

the i~e. At the mouth of the river, the fea is fall of iilands 
and {hoals, as far as I could fee with th~ ailifiance of a good 
pocket tdefcope. The icc was not then broke up, but was 
melted away for about three quarters of a mile from the main 
01Ore, and to a little difiancc round the iilands and fhoals. 

By the' time I had completed this fun'ey, it was abont 
one in the morning of the eighteenth; but in thofe high 
latitudes, and at this feafon of the yetr, the Sun is always 
at a goo.d height above the horizon, fo that we had not on ly 
day-light, but fun-fhine the whole night: a thick fog and 
drizzling rain then came on, ~nd !inding that neithl r thl 
river nor fea were likely to be of any ufe, I did not think 
it worth while to wait , for fair we:,.thcr to determine the 
latitude exaCtly by an obfervation; but by the ,'xtraordi
nary ca;e'l took in obferving the courU's "nd difbnccs 
when I walked from Congecath,,\\;hnch:1ga, \\'hcr~ I had 
two good obfervations, the latitude may he depended upon 
within twenty miles at the, utmoll. For the {;,ke (,f form, 

Y '2 howe"er, 
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IIOII"Cl"cr, after having had fomc confultation with the In
dians, I erected a mark, and took poB"dll~n of the coa!1:, 
on behalf of the Hudfon's Bay Company, 

Having finifhcd this bufinef" we fet out on our return, 
and walked about twelve miles to the South hy Eaa; 
wlien we fiopped and to()k a little !leep, which was the firfi 
time that any of us had clofed our eyes from r,he fifteenth 
infiant, mid it was now fix o'clock in the morning of the 
eighteenth, Here.the Indians killed a mufk-ox, but the 
mofs being vcry wet, we could not make a fire, [0 that we 
were obliged ro eat the meat raw, which was intoleJable, 
as it happened to be an old beaa, 

Before I proceed farther on my return, it may not bc 
improper to give fome aCCOllnt of the river, and the country 
adjacent; its productions" and the aninuIs which con
!1:antiy inhabit rhofe dreary regions, as well as thofe that 
only migrate thither in Summer, in order to breed auq 
rear their young, llnmole!1:ed by man, That I may do 
this to better purpofc, it wiil be ncccB"ary to go back to 
rhe place where I fi.rfi came to the river, which 'was about 
fort), miles from its :]louth. 

Bdide the fiunted pines already mentioned, there are 
fome tufts of dwarf willows; plenty of Wifhacumpuckey, 
(~s thc Englifh call it, and which they ufe as tea); fame 

jacka-
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jackalheypuck, which the natives "fe as tobacco; and a 
few cran berry and heath berry bullies ; bu t not the Itiall: 
appearance of any fruit. 

The woods. grow gradually thinner and linaller as you 
approach the fea; and ,he lall: little tuft of pim·s th ;t I 
faw is about thirty miles from the mouth or the river, fo 
that we meet with nothing between .that fpot and the fea
lide but barren hills and marllies. 

The general courfe of the river is '"bout North by Eafi; 
but in {ome ' places it is very crooked, and its breadth 
varies from twenty yards to four or five hUtldJ:~d. The . . 
banks are in ge~eral a [olid rock, both lides or which cor-
rcfpond fo exaClly with each other, as to leave no doubt 
that the channel of the river has ["-"ten caufed by fome ter
rible convullion of nature ; and the fiream is {upplied by 
a waricty of little rivulets, that rulli down 'the lides of the 
hills, occaliontd chiefly by the melting of the {now. Some of 
the Indians h,y, that this river ,takes its rife fTOm the North 
~efi lideof Large WhiteStone Lake, which is at the dillance 
of neal' three hundred miles on a fl;raight line; but I can 
{carcely think ri!at 1S the ca[c, unlefs ' there be many inter
vening lakes, ,which arc [uppliedby the vall: quantity o£ 
water that is colleClcd in fo great an extent of hilly and 
mt>untainoui countrY' for were it otl,crwife, I Ihould 
imagine that tlie multilude of fmall rivers, which mull: 
empty themfelves intQ th.e main Il:ream in the courfe of [0 

great 
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great a difian'ce, would ·'li.at-e . formed a much deeper 
and fironger current than 1 difcovered, and occafioned 
an annual deluge at the breaking \lp of the ice in 
the Spring, of which there was not the leall: appear
ance, except ,at moody Fall, where the river was con
tracted to the breadth of abont twenty yards. It was at 
the foot of this fall that my Indians killed rhe Efguimaux ; 
which was the reafon why I difiingllifhed it by that appel 
lation. From this fall, which is about eight miles from 
the fca-fide, there arc very few hills, and thofc not high. 
The land between them is a l1iff loam and clay, which, 
in fame p~rts , produces patches of pretty good grafs, and 
in others tallifh dwarf willows: at the foot of the hills 

. . 
alfo there is plenty of fine ,fcurvy-grafs . 

The Efguimaux at this river are but low in l1atUJ'c, 
none exceeding the middle fize, and though .broad [ct, 
are neither wcll~made nor firong bodied. Their com
plexion is of a dirty copper colour; [orne of the women, 
however, are more fair and mddy: Th~i; drefs. much rll 
fcmbles that.of the Greenlanders In DaVIS s Stl':lltS, except 
the women's boots, which are not l1iffened out with whale
bone, and the tail s of their jackets are- nell! more than a 
foot long. 

Their arms and fifhing-tackle · are bows and arrows, 
{pears, lances, darts, &c. which exactly refemble thofe 
madeufe of by the E{quimaux in HuMon's Straits, and 

which ' 
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which have , heen , wellde[CTi~e4 by Cr~g.t~ ; but, for 
wal\t of good' edge-tO?ls, are far"inferior to them in wOI'k
manfhip. Their arrows are either fhod with a triangular 
pieee of black £lonc., like flate, o~ a piece of copper; but 
,mo£l commonlY' th~ former. 

The body of. their canoes is on the fame con£lruction 
as that of the other Efquimaux, and there is no unnccdfary 
prow-projection beyond the body of the , vdfd; thefe, 
likc their anns and other u[cn!ils, are, for the want of 
better tools, by no ~cans fo neat as thofe I have feen in, 
HuMon's Bay and Straits. The double-bladed paddle IS 

in univerfal ufe among all the tribes of this people. 

Their tents are made of parchment deer-Ikins in the 
hair; and are ,pitched in a ~ir<;ul~ form, the fame as tho(e 
of the Efquimaux in HudfOll's Bay. ' 'I:hefe tcnts are une 
doubtedly no more than their Summer habitations, for I 
faw the 'remains of tJ'o miferable hov~ls, which, from the 
!ituation, ,.the, firucture, and t.he va£l quantity of bones, 
ola fbcies, fcraps of 1kins, and other rubbifh lying neal' 
them, had certainly been fome of.their Winter retreats. 
Thefe houfes were lituated , on the South !ide of a hill; 
one h~lf of them were under-ground, and the up'per parts 
clofely fet round with' poles, meeting at the top in a conical 
form, like theirSummer-houfes or tents. Thefe tents,' 

5<. !fill:. of Greenland, vol. i. p. 132-156. 

when 
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when inhabited, had un~p,~~,tedly bee~ covered witldkins; 
and in Winter entirelybver£i,read , ~ith, tne [now-~rift, 
which , mull: have gr~t1y contributed to thcir W,armth. 
They were fo fmall, th'\t they did npt contain m~re ,than 
fix or eight perfons;eac\l,; ,~nd eve~ ~hat ~ulll.~er "fany other 
people woula havc found them ,but mjCerable habitations. 

Th~r ' holirehOld ' furriiture chidl.y conlifis of Ilone 
k~ttles, and,wooden 'troughs of variolJs fizes ; 'alfo difhcs, . . . , . ... , .. . ~ ... . 

[coops, and Cpoons, made of the !:iuflalo or mulk-ox horns, 
Their kettles are formed .of a pepper and fait coloured 
'fronc; and ~h~."gh t~e ' texture-''\Epears to be v~ry coarfe, 
and as porous. ~s !l: dpp-Ilone, yettl!ex are perfeCtly tIght, 
and will found '\S dear as a China bowl. Some of thoCe 
'kettl~s are [0 large as to be capabic of ~ontaining five or fii.: 
gallons; and thoug1tit is imfolIiblc thefe poor peop~c, can 
ph/orm this arduous work wIth any other tools t~an harder 

.. ' .. " " , ' 

flon~$, yet they are'by far fuperior to any that I had ever fcen 
• , ~ ' , • ' . '.. v' • 

in 'Hudfo,n 6 Bay; everyone of' ~Ii:\ , being ~rnam~Jltep 
with ne~tm6uldings round 1;,he li~;' and, [ome;(th~ !~r$r;: 
ones with a kind fC'f flute-work at ,ach corner. In /hape 
they .~ere :<1 l(~og [qu,,,:e, fomething wiger at thetol" !han 
bot~om, ,like a knife-t{ay, aod ftl',?llg ,h~n41es :~f.tpe (olid 
none wete .left at each ,eod to lift thell1,',\!p. 

Their hatchets ' ar~ made of ' a, thi~k 'lump of copper, 
abou~five or fix f~che8long; ,'imd:f~?i,;~~' and 'a half. 'to 
two mches r~uare; tl1ey . a,re ,beV~¥ ,IlV(J.yat :ooe tnd like . ., . ' .. . ". '~ . 

a mortlce-
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mortice-chilfcJ. This is lafhed into the end of a piece of 
wood about twelve or fourteen inches long, in fucl>. a man
ner as to aCt like an adze: in general they are applied to 
the wood like a chill"d, and driven in with a heav}' club, 
inll:cad of a mallet. Neither the weight of the tool nor 
the fha;pncfs of the metal will admit of their being 
handled either as adze or axe, with any degree of fueeces. 

The men's bayonets and women's knives are alfo made 
of copper; the former are in fhape like the ace of fJ,ades, 
with the handle of deers horn a foot long, and the latter 
exaCtly refemble thofe deferibed by Crantz. Samples of 
both thefe implements I formerly fent home to James Fitz
gerald, Efq. thcn one of the Hudfon's Bay Committee. 

Among all the fpoils of the twelve tents which my com. 
panions plundcred, only two fmall pieces of iron were 
found; .one of which was about an inch and a half 
long, and three eighths of an inch broad, made into a 
woman's knife; the other was barely an ineh long, and a 
quarter of an inch wide. This lall: was rivetted into a 
piece of ivory, fa as to form a man's knife, known ill 
Hudfon's Bay by the name of Mokeatoggan, and is the 
only infttument ufed by them in Chaping all their wood
work. 

Thofe people had a fine and numerous breed of dogs, 
with .!harp ereCt ears, Charp nofes, bufhy tails, &e. ex-

Z acHy 
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"Clly like thofe feen among the Efquimaux in HuMon' . 
liay and Straits. They were all tethered to fiones, to pre
vent them, as I fuppofe, from eating the filh that were 
fpread all over the rocks to dry. I do not recolleCt that 
my companions killed or hurt one of thofe animals; but 
after we had left the tents, they often wilhed they had 
taken fome of thofe fine dogs with them. 

Though 'the drees, canoes, utcniils, and many other 
articles belonging to thefe pcople, arc very iimilar to 
thofe of Hudfon's Bay, yet there is one cufiom that I're
vails among them-namely, that of the men having all 
the hair of their heads pulled out by the roots-which 
pronounces them to be of a different tribe from any 
hitherto (een either on the coafi of Labradorc, Hudfon's 
Bay, or Davis's Straits. The women wore their hair at 
full length, and exaCtly in the ("me fiile as all the other 
E[quimaux women do whom I have feen . 

When at the fea-lide, (at ~he mouth of the Copper River,} 
belides feeing many feals on the ice, I alfo obfen'ed [everal 
flocks of fea- fowl flying about the {hores; [uch as, gulls, 
black-heads, loons, old wives, ha-ha-wie's, dunter gcefe, . 
arCtic gulls, and willicks. In the adjacent ponds alfo were 
fame fwans and geefe in a moulting fiate, and in the 
marlhes forne curlews and plover; plenty of hawks-eyes, 
(i. e. the green plover,) and forne yellow-legs; alfo [everal 
other fmall birds, that viiit thofe Northern parts in the 

Spring 
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Spring to breed and moult,. and which doubtlefs return 
Southward as the f;tll advance,. My rcafon for this conjec
ture i, founded on "cert;tin knowledge tlia( all thofe bird , 
migrate in Hudfon's Bay; and it is but rea/(mable to think 
that they arc lefs capable of withflanding the rigour of 
flleh a.long and cold Winter as they mull: ncccfl,'rily ex
perience in a country which is [0 many degrees within the 
Arctic Cir.de, as that is where I 1I0 W Caw them. 

That the mulk-oxen, deer, bears, wolves, wolvarines, 
foxes, Alpine hares, white owls, ravens, partridges, ground
fquirrel s, common Cquirrcls, crmins, mice, &c. are the 
conllant inhabitants of thofe parts, is not to be doubted. 
In many places, by the fides of the hills, where the fnow 
lay to a great depth, the dung of the mulk-oxen and deer 
was lying in fueh long and continued heaps, as clearly to 
point alit that thofe places had been their much-frequented 
paths during the preceding Winter. There were alfo many 
other fimilar appearances on the hills, and other parts, where 
the fnow was entirely thawed away, without any print of 
a foot being vilib\e in the mofs; which is a certain proof 
that thefe long ridges of dung mult have been dropped in 
the {now as the bealls were pailing and rcpailing over it 
in the Winter. There arc likewife limilar proofs that the 
Alpine hare and the partridge do not migrate, but remain 
there the whole year: the latter we found in conf,der
abJe flocks among the tufts of willows which grow near 
the (ea. 

Z2 It 

J i7 1. 
'--_J 

j ll))'. 



'77 1• 
'--v---I 

July. 

A JOURNEY TO THE 

It is perhaps not generally known, even to the curious, 
thereforc may not be unworthy of obfervation, that the 
dung of the mulk-ox, though fo large an animal, is not 
brger, and at thc fame time [0 ncar the iliape and colour 
of that of the Alpine hare, that the difference is not 
eaGly difiinguifhed but by the natives, though in ,general 
the quantity may lead to a difcovcry of the animal to 
which it belongs . 

• 
I did not fee any bifds peculiar to thofe parts, except 

what the Copper Indians eall the "Alarm Bird," or 
" Bird of Warning." In Gze and colour it refembles a 
Cobadckoock, and is of the owl genus. The name is faid 
to be well adapted to its qualities; for when it perceives 
any people, or beafi, it directs its way towards them im
mediate! y, and after hovering over thcm [orne time, flies 
round them in circles, or goes a-head in the fame di
reaiun in which they walk. They repeat their vilits fre
quently; and if they fcc any other moving objeCls, fly al-, 
ternate! y from one party to the other, hover over them 
for fome tirne, and make a loud fcreaming noife, like 
the crying of a child. In this manner they are faid [ome
times to follow paffi:ngersa whole day. The Copper In
dians put great confidence in thofe birds, and fay they are 
frequently apprized by them of the approach of lirangers, 
and condutlcd. by them to herds of .ker and muflc-oxen; 
which, without their affiitance, in all probability, they 
never could have found. 

The 



NOR THE R N 0 C E A N. 

The Efquimaux feem not to have imbibed the h,me 
opinion of thofe birds; for if they had, they muft have 
been apprized of our approach toward their tents, becauf~ 
all the time the Indians lay in ambufh, (before they began 
the maifacre,) a large flock of thofe birds were continually 
flying about, and hovering alternately over them and thc 
tents, making a noife fufficient to awaken any man out of 
the founde:ft /leep. 

After a /leep of five or fix hours we once more fet out, and 
walked eighteen or nineteen miles to the South South Eafi, 
when we arrived at one of the copper mines, which lies, 
from the river's mouth about South South Eafi, difinnt 
about twenty-nine or thirty miles, 

This mine, if it deferve that appellation, is no more 
than an entire jumble of rocks and gravel, which has been 
rent many ways by an earthquake. Through thefe ruins 
,there runs" fmall river; but no part of it, at the time I 
was there, was more than knee-deep. 

The Indians who were the occaf1on of my undertaking 
this journey, reprefented this mine to be fo rich and va
luahle, that if a faaory were built at the river, a' fhip 
might he ballafted with the oar, inftead of ftone; and 
that with the fame cafe and difpatch as is done with 
fione. at Churchill River. By their account the hills were 
entirely compored of that metal, all in handy lumps, like 

a heap 
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• 
a heap of pebbles. But their account diflercd fa much 

- from the truth, that I and almoll: all my companions ex-
pended near four hOllrs in fe:ueh of fom e of this metal, 
with fueh poor lilectfs, that among us all, only one piece 
of any lize could be found. This, however, was remark
"bl y good, llnd weighed above four pounds *, ] belie,"e the 
copper has formerly been in much greater plenty ; for in 
many places, both on the til rface and in the cavities and 
creviccs of the rocks, the fion es arc Jlluch tinged with 
verdigrifc. 

It Jllay not be unworthy the notice of the curious, or 
undeferving a place in my J ournal, to remark, that the 
Indians imagine that every bit of copper they find rt
fembles fome objeCt in nature; but by what I faw of the 
large piece, and fame fmaller ones which were found oy 
my companions, it requires a great {hare of invention to 
make this out. I found that different people had dif
ferent ideas on the fubjeCt, for the large piece of ' copper 
above mentioned had not been found long before it had 
twenty different names. One faying that it refembled 
this animal, and another that it reprtfented a p3rticular 
part of another; at lion it was generally allowed to re
femble an Alpine hare couchant: for my p~rt, I mull: con
fefs that I could not fe~ it had the leafi refemblance to any 
thing to which they compared it. It would be endlefs to 

This piece of Coppu is now in the: potrcffion of [he l-Juqfon', Bay 
Compony. 

enumerate 
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enumerate the different parts of a deer, and other ani
mals, which the Indians fay the bell: pieces of copper re
femble ; it may therefore be fulli cient to [;,y, that the 
largell: pieces, with the fewell: branches and the Ieall: drofs, 
arc the bell: for their ufe; as by the help of fire, and two 
flones) they can beat it out to any !hape they wi!h. 

Before ,Churchill River was fettled by the HuMan's l3ay 
Company, which was not more than fifty y~ars previous to 
this journey being undertaken, the Northern Indians had no 
other Illetal but copper among them, except a final! quan
tity at' iron-work, which a party of them who vi{ited York 
Fort about the year one thoufand fe ven hundred and thir
teen, or one thouf:md feven hundred and fourteen, pur
chafed; and a few pieces of old iron found at Churchill 
River, which had undoubtedly been left there by Captain 
Monk. This being the cafe, numbers of them from all quar
ters ufed every Summer to refort to thefe hills in fcarell 
of copper; of which they made hatchets, ice-chiGels, 
bayonets, knives, awls, arrow-ht~ds, &c. * The many 

paths 

• There is a. Change tradition amo.llg thoG: p('opIe, th3t rhe firfl pcnon who 
difcovered thore mines was a woman, and thac Jhe conduEted them to the 
place for feveral years " bllt as Jhe was me onJr wOlllan in comp:l.Oy, lome of 
the men [Ook lu!.:h liberties with her as made her vow revenge on them; and 
the is [aid to have been a great conjurer. Accordingly when the JUtll hau 
Joadc:d them1Clves with copper, and Wr;fe going to recurn, the n:fufcd to :1('

company them, :lnd raid fue would fit on llu; mine till Ihe Jimk into tilt: 

ground, and chat the copper QlOuJd [lllk with her. The next year, wht"n the 
mcn went for more copper, they found her funk up to the wai(t, though fiill 

illivc.) 
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pn ths that had been beaten by the Indians on thefe oc
calions, and which are yet, in many places, very perfeer, 
cfpecially on the dry ridges and hills, is fllrpriling; in the 
vallies and marfhy grounds, however, they are moftly 
grown over with herbage, [0 as not to be difcerncd. 

The Copper Indians fet a great value on their native 
metal even to this day; and prefer it to iron, fQr almoll 
every ufe excCJ,lt that of a hatchet, a knife, and an awl: 
for thefe three nccelfary implements, copper makes but a 
very poor fubftitutc. When they exchange copper for 
iron-work with our trnding Northern Indians, which is 
but feldom, the ftandard is an ice-chilfel of copper for 
an ice-chiflCl of iron, or an ice-chilfcl and a few arrow
heads of copper, for a half-worn hatchet; but when they 
barter furrs with our Indians, the ellablifhed rule is to give 
ten times the price for every thing they purchafe that is 
given for them at the Company's Faerory. Thus, a 
hatchet that is bought at the Faerory for one beaver-/kin, 
or one cat-/kin, or three ordinary martins' /kins, i. fold to 

alive, and the quantity of copper mue!. decreafed ; and on their rtpeating 
their vifir the year following, !he hut quite difappeared, and all the principal 
part of the mine with her; fo thac after chat period noming remained on the 
furfac(! but a few fmall pieces, and thofe were fcattered at a confiderable diC
tanCI:: from each other. Before that period they fay the copper lay on the 
fur face in fuch large heaps, that the Indians had nothing to do but turn it over, 
and pick fuch pieces as would beft fuic the different ufes (or which they in
tended it. 

5 thofe: 
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thofe peopl~ at the ad,·anced price of one thoufand pcr 
cent.; they alfo pay in proportion, for knives, and e1'ery 
other fmaller piece 'of iron-work. For a lim1l brafs kettle 
of two pOOilds,' or two pounds and a half weight, they 
pay fixty martins, or twenty beaver in other kinds of 

·'furrs .... If the kettles arc not bruircd, or ill -nred in any 
other r~fpea, the Northern traders have the confcicncc at 
tinl€s to d{a~ fomething more. It is at this extravagant 
price that all the Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians, who 
traffic with our' yearly traders, fupply thcfnfdvcs with 
iron-work, &c. ' 

From thofe two tribes our Northern Indians ured 
formerly to purchafe molt of the fUffS they brought 
to the Company's Factory; for their own country pro
duced v~' few of thofe articles, and being, at that time, 
at war with the Southern .Indians, they were prevented 
from penetrating -far enough backwards to meet with 
many apimals of the f~tr kind; fo that deer-lkins, and 

What ... "'Fan •. !>!, ~av.,. in 01"" kind of fum. mutt be ,U<lderltood as 
follows: For tlle eafi.er trading with the-Indians, as well as for the more cor· 
retUy keeping c.hei~ &cco~.) the Hudfon's Bay Company have made a full
grown bea~er.:~in ~ ftindard, by which they fate all other fUlTS, according 
to rpcir 'refP,tdive value.s. ". Thus in feveral fpecies of furrs, one fkin is valued 
at the rate of four beat"e~ .1k.ins i (orne , at three) and 9thCl.'s:l.t two; ..... hert.as 
thore of an inferior quality ate t'a.t¢d .at one; and thofe of frill 'leIs vallie can .. 
tidered "Co Jnferior . ,to that of a ;bepcr, ' that from fix to twenty of their (kins 
l~ .0nlY' valueq -as .l;:qual to one beaver £kin in the way of trade, and do not 
f~~ch;o~.f.oyttll :9rthe .price at the London mark,et. In thiS: ma!lncr the term 
(f . Made B'caver' 'is to be underftood. 

Aa fueh 
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fuch furrs as they could extort from the Copper and Dog
ribbed Indians, compofed the whole of their trade; which, 
on an average of many years, and 'indeed till very lately, 
feldom or ever exceeded fix thoufand Made Beaver 

" 
per annum. 

At prefent happy it is for them, and greatly to the 
advantage of the Company, 'that they are in perfea: peace, 
and live in friend1h.ip with their Southern' neighbours. 
The good C'lTed: of this harmony is already fo vilible, that 
within a few years the trade from that quarter has increafed 
many thoufands of Made Beaver annually; {orne years 
even to the amount of eleven thoufand /kins -. Befide 

the 

Since thi! JOIIr)Iai .... written. the N:orthern Indians. bfannuaUr viJiting 
their Southern friends, the Athapufcow Indians, have contraCted the fmall-pox, 
which has carried oft" ni~ndts of thtm, and pamcularly thofe people who 
comp,okd the trade at c:;hurchiU Fallory. The few C.IVi .... folio .. the no
ample or their Southern ncigbh9Uf'. and aU trade with the Canodiana, who 
arc- rctded in the heart of the Athapufco"" country: fo thai a very few years 
Jw .proved my ihort-ftghtlednel$, azid that it would have been much IlIOn: 10 
the ad""rag<. ~r the Compaily, ... '-wel1 ... b&;.c.·~·the oJep.,piJbrion 
of the Northern Indian country. if 'Chcy had ' ftiU I'<I1IIIined It .... r wid! the 
Southern tribel. and never atttmpted to be[~r their .~. At the rame 
time,. it is irnpoffible to· fay ",hat increafc of trade :r.nigf:l!: "not, in rimt, have 
ari(rn from a conftant and ngular trllBie Wifli" th~ " differ1nit ~"of Cupper 
and Dog.ribbed Inclant. Ruthanng bOon totlliy'ni!ii'c~d /Or'CCveral .y ..... 
th~y have now {un~ into tbtir " ~ginal barbaiirai ~crC"Xuemc" indi&cn~e"s and 
• war ha, enfued between the two' tribes;"'ot . rhi fi.ke of'me few reinnanll 
of iren-work whicb _ left among rhem; in<! !lie D"Ii-'iibbtdlndiano WC~ 
'" num"o",. and Co Cucccl$(u!. 'II to cIdfroY. "~olt .,;' ,;hole lJIC!O of ... 
Copper IndiaDo. . 

While 
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1:he advantage arifing to the Company from this increafe, 
the poor Northern lildians reap innumerable benefits ffqi!1l 
a line and plentiful country, with the produce of' which 
they annually load themfelves for trade, without giving the 
Jeaft offence to the proper inhabitants. 

'Several ~ttcmpts have been made to induce the Copper 
and Dog-ribbed Indiaris to vint the Company's Fort at 
Churchill River, and for that purpofe many prefents have 
been Cent, but they neVer were attended with any fuccefs. 
And though feveral of .the Copper Indians have vilited 
Churchill, in the .capacity of fervants to the .Northern 
Indians, and were generally fent back loaded with prerent. 
for their countrymen, yet the Northern Indians always 
plundered ·them of the Whole foon after ' they left the 
Fort. Thi~ kind oHreattnent,. addec1 to the many incon
venienciathat attend fo long a j<nlriley, ategreat.obllaclea 
in their way; otherwife it woul'dbe as poffiblefor them 
to bring their own goOds ' to market, as for the Northem In
dians tQ1g0'fO·far to purchafe them 'on theirownacCoimt~ 

- ..... " .' ': ' . . . . . 
.WhiIe l ..... ..,~ .. d1ia+'!o~: j .~ .informod by.ro~ .~orthern Indians, 

thatthc ~w "bith ~e~Of ~ .Copper.!Jibe ha.., found.thei, way to one of 
theC.atiadian hou~.s i.ntbeAtha'Ptlfeow.Jndians country. where they get fupplied . 
with ~ !/lingo. kU, or About .• bal(.."" price .bey were formerly obfig<:d to 
~V:~i ;fq.~,·:~,~~ _furviving ,~orwein l~d\ans,. as w_ell a1 the Hudfon', Bay 
C~;. bove _ Jpft <very ~w of ."y f"lUte {fide from .hat quaner, 
W>Ieta dll t'imipany will dbblilh • frnlemen. with the A.h'puftow countr)'. 

lIIlII·l!Iiid.n.n .Ik Canadians. . 
Aa2 and 
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and have the falI)e difuu,\ce to bring them as th~ nrft pro
prietors would have had. ·But it iila political [cherne of 
our Northern traders to prevent fuch im int6l'courfe, as it 
would greatly lefT en their confequence. and emolument. 
Superllition, indeed, will, in' all probability, be a lalling 
barrier againll: thofe people ever having a fettled cdmmuni
Cation with IJU!' Fadory; as few of them chufe to travel 
in couhtries fo. remote from their own', tinder a pretence 
that the change of ai, and provifions (though exaCtly the 
fame to which they are accull:omed) arc highly prejudicial 
to their health; and that not one out of three of thofe 
who. have undertaken the journey, have ever lived to 
return. The nrfi of thefe reafons is evidently no more 
than grofs fuperll:ition; and though the latter is but too 
true, ithaii always been owing to the treachery and cruelty 
of -the Northern Indians, who took them under their pro
tedion . 

.... It. is .but a few year.s [mee, ·that Captain Keellhies, who 
is frequentlymenti~d .. in.tlmJournal,wok: twelVt; .of. 
thefe . people under his. charge, . all heavy laden with the 
moll valuable- furrs; and long before they arrived at the 
Fort, he and tl?e rell: 'oEhis' crew had got, all the funs 
from them, in ' PllY)llent fo~ptoviU:ons (or : t~if (",port, 
and obliged them toeam' th.tftir.ra,on dll:iC~unt. : 

On their ilmval at Princepf Wales'~;Filrt. Keelfiiic:s 
laid claim to great merit [or bav.ingb;'~g~ . ~ho~ ~~. 

. (0 
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{~ richly laden,to the Fa~ry, andafI'ured till! .. GQVf;l'nor 
that .. he might, in fu,tlJre., expeCt a great increafe in .t~~qe 
from that quarter," through. his intereft and affiduity. One 
of the ftiange~s was d\!bbed with thcllame of Captain, 
and treated accordingly, while at the Fort; that is, he 
was drcHed \lut in the beft manner; and at his departure, 
both himfelf and allhiscov.ntrymen were loaded with 
prefents, ill h\lpes that . they. would not only repeat the 
villt thcmfelves, but by difplaying fo mue!> gcneroJity, 
many ~f their countrymen would be induced ·to accom
pany them. 

There fe~ms to be great propriety in the conduCl: of the 
Governor ·on this occafton; but however well-intended, 
it had quite othe c.ontrary circa, for Keellhies and the rcft 
of his eKeqable ' gang, not <;o!)tent .. , with ih;u-ing all t'he 
furrs thofepoor people had carried to the Fort, dcter
milled to get al(o all the European goods that had beell 
~ven to · the11l . by the Governor. As neither Keelihies. 
rtllf; at\y. , ot\hi~i,gang had the courage to . kill the Copper 
Indians, ·; t-he.y 'cOncerted . a deep-laid fcheme for their de~. 
ftruCl:ioll; . which. waS to leave them on 'lon illand. .. With. 
'. ~ . 

this:view; whenthey 'got to the propofed fpot, the North-
em India",s,tooki'cate"fu;. ha~'·all tl\ebaggage belonging to 
the ~r·;.Iadia.ns' f~tied IlCrOf~ ~ the main,. and. having 
ftr1.pped', ~tbem ' ., fuch paPts of their , clothing ,as they 

Mr •. M.w.:. Norton • . 
thought 
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thought worthy their Ilotice, :went off with all the canoes, 
leaving them aU behind on t.hi: ifland, where they perilhed 
for want. When I was on my journey to the Fort in June one 
thoufand feven hundred and (evenly-two, I faw the hones 
of thofe poor people, and had the. foregoing account from 
my guide Matol1abbee; but it was not made known to the 
Governor for [orne years afterward, for fear of prejudicing 
him again/l: Keellhies. , 

A timilar citcumItance had neat! y happened to a Copper 
Indian who accompanied me to the Fort in one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-two: after we were all ferried 
uroes Seal River, and the poor man's bundle of furrs on 
the South-fide, he was left alone on the oppotite Ihore; 
and no one exc~pt Matonabbee would go over for him. 
The wind at that time blew fo hard, that Matonabbee 
/tripped himfelf quite naked, to be ready for fwimming 
in cafe the canoe £bould overfet; but he foon brought the 
Copper Indian fafe over, to the no fmall mortification oj 
the wretch who had the charge of him, a'ndwho wquld 
gladly have poffeffed the bundle-of furn at 'the expence 
of the poor man's life. -

When the Northern Ind~J returned fro!ll ,tbe IJ~ 
that year, the ~ve Copper Indian puthimf~lf ,!Il~ the 
protedion 0f ,.M,a~onab~~~,ho acco~him as far 
North as the latn.ude 6+·, where theyfaw fome Copper 
Indians, among'whom was the, young man's fafher, iQto 

whofe 
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whofe hands Matonabbee delivered him in good health, 
with all his goods fafe, and in good order. 

Soon after we had left the Copper-mine, there came on 
a thick fog with rain, and at intervals h~vy !howers of 
mow . . This kind of weather contin'lled "t&. fome days; 
and at times it was fo thick, that we were obliged to 
ftop for feveral hours together, as we were unabJe to 
fee our way, and the road was relDarkabi'y rocky and 
intricate. 

183 
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At three o'clock in the morning of the twenty-fecond, 200. 

Matonabbce's brother and one of the Copper Indians, 
who had been firft difpatched a-head from Congecatha
whachaga, overtook us. During their ' abfence they had 
not difcovered any Indians who could have been ferviceable 
to my expedition. They. had, however, been at the Cop
per River, and feeing fome marks fet up there to direCl: 
them to return, they had made the beft of their way, and 
had nbtflept from the time Jhey left the river till they 
joined us; though the diftance was not lef. than a hundred 
miles. ·When they arrived we were afleep, . but we foon 
awakened, and began to proceed, on our journey. That 
day 'we walkedfort-y-two miles; and in our way paJred 
Buffalo Lake: at night,we put up about the ~ddle of 
tbCStoiiy'Mountains; The' w~her 11''' exccffively hot 
l\Dii:fular : 

01'1; 
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On the twenty-third, the weather continued much the 
fame as on the preceding day . Early ill the morning we 
fet out, and walked forty-five miles the firll day, during 
which the Indians killed feveral fine fat buck deer. , .. 

About one 0' clock in the morning of the twenty-fourth, 
we flopped and took a little refrdhmcnt, as we had alfo 
done about I!oon the preceding day; but the Indians had 
been [0 long from their wives and families, that they pro
mired not to fleep till they f.1.W them, efpeeiall y as we were 
then in fight of the hills of Congecathawhachaga, where 
we had left the Jail of them. After refling about an 
hour, we proceeded on our way, and at fix in the morning 
arrived at Congecathawhachaga; when, to our great difap
pointment, we found that all our women had got fet acrors 
the river before the Copper Indians left that part; [0 that 
when we arrived, not' an Indial1 was to be found, except 
an old map. ' and his , family, who had arrived in .0Ur ab
fel1ce, and was waiting at the crolling-place ,,~i~h, fame 
furrs for Matonabbee, who,~a& fa n<;arly rd:it&ito ' t'he 
old man as.'to be his [on-i'n.law, having one of his daughters 
for a wife, ' The old' man had another, with him, who 
was alfo offered to the great man, but n~t accepted. 

Our nay a{this place may befahi ~ohave, .b,j!en, of .very 
thort dilratioii; for on feeing a latg; fo:lO~t~9,~lieSoufhW~d, 

•.. • • J .. '_,} , 

we immediately croili:d c1;he river" a~p walked tcWiard$'.lt, 
6 - ., when 
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when we found that the women ·l1!td indeed been thtr~ 
[ome days before, but were gone; and at their departure 
had fet the mofs on fire, which was then burning, and 
occalioned the fmoke we had feen. By this time the 
afternoon was far advanced; we pur{ued, however, our 
courfe • in the direCtion which the women took, for 
their track we could c"lily difcovcr in the mof, . We 
had not gone far, before we faw another fmokc at a 
great difiance, for which we fhaped our ~ourfc; and, 
notwithfianding we redouble<i our pace, it wa, cleven 
o'clock at night before we reached it; when, to our 
great mortification, we found it to be th~ place where 
the women had flept the night before; having in the 
morning, at their departure, fet fire to the mofs which 
was then burning. 

The Indians, finding that their wives were fa near as 
to be withit} one of their ordinary day's walk, which fcl
.dom exceeded ten or twelve miles, determined not to 
relt till they had joined them. Accordingly we purfued 
our courfe, and about two o'clock in the morning of the 
the twenty-lifth, came up with fame of the women, who 
had then pitched their tents by the' fide of Cogcad Lake. 

From our leaving the Copper-mine River to this time We 

had travelled fa hatd, and taken fo little reft by the way, 
that myfeet and leg. had {welled wnliderably,and I had 
become quite ftiff at the ankles. In this fituatioll I had 

B b {o 
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fu little power todT"red my feet when walking, that I 
frequently knocked them againll: the Hones with fueh force, 
as not only to jar and di(order them, but my legs al(o; 
and the nail s of my toes were bruifed to fueh a degree, 
that feveral of them fd1:ered and dropped off. To add 
to this milhap, the /kin was entirely chafed off f(om the 
tops of both my feet, and between every toe; (0 that the 
fand and gravel; which I could by no meaos exclude, 
irritated the Taw parts fo much, that for a whole day before 
we arrived at the women's tents, I left the print of my fcet 
in blood almofi at every fiep I took . Several of the In
dians began to complain that their feet alfo were fore; but, 
on examination, not onc of them was the twentieth part in 
fo bad a fiate as mine. 

This being the lirfi time I had been in fueh a lituation, 
or fcen any body foot-foundered, I was much alarmed, 
and under great apprehenlions for the confequences. 
Though I was but little fatigued in body, yet the' exeru. 
ciating pain I fuffered when walking, had fuch an effed 
on my fpirits, that if the Indians had continued to travel 
two or three days longer at that unmerciful rate, I mull: 
unavoidably have been left behind; for my feet were in 
many places quite honey-combed, by the dirt and gravel 
eating into the raw flefh. 

A. foon as we arrived at the women's tents, the 
lirfi thing I did, was to walh and clean my feet in 

warm 
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warm water; then I bathed the fwell~d parts with fpiri ts 
of wine, and drened thofe that were raw with Turner's 
cerate; foon aftcr which I betook myfelf to reft. As we 
did not move on the following day, I perceived that 
the fwelling abated, and the raw parts of my fret were 
'not quite fo much inflamed. This change for the better 
gave me the firongefi affiuance that refi was the principal 
thing wanted to effeCt a fpeedy and complete cure of my 
painful, th~l1gh in reality very limple diforder, (foot-found
~'I'ing,) which I had before conlidered to be an affair of the 
greateft confequence. 

Refi, however, though e!fcntial to my fpeedy recovery, 
could not at this time be procured; for as the Indians were 
defirous of joining the remainder of th~ir wives and families 
as foon as poflible, they would not fiop even a fingle -day ; 
fo that on the twenty-fevcnth we again began to move; 
and though they moved at the rate of eight or nine miles 
a day, it was with the utmoft difficulty that I could follow 
them. Indeed the weather proved remarkably fine and 
pleafant, and the ground was itt general pretty dry, and {j'ec 
from £lones·; which contributed gr.eatly to my eafe III 

walking, and enabled me to keep up with the natives. 

On the thirty-fidt of July, we arrived at the place 
where the wives and families of my companions had been 
ordered to wait our return from the ,Cnppcr-mille River. 
Here we found fcveral tents of Indians; but thofe bc-
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longing to Matonabbee, and fome others of my crew, had 
not arrived. We faw, however, a large fmoke to the 
Eaftward, which we fuppofcd had been 'made by them, 
as no other Indians were expected from that quarter. 
Accordingly, the next morning, Matonabbee fent fome 
of his young men in quell: of them, and on the fifth, 
they all joined us; when, co;:'trary to expectation, a great 
number of other Indians were with them; in all, to the 
amount of morc thall forty tents. Among' thofe In-

• dians, was the man who Matonabbee /tabbed when we 
were at Clowey. With the greateft fubmiffion, he led 
his wife to Matonabbee's tent, fet her down by his lide, 
and retired, without faying a word. Matonabbee took no 
notice of her, though fhe was bathed in tears; and by de
grees, after reclining herfelf on her elbow for fome time, 
fhe lay down, and, fobbing, [aid, fee'd dim" , fee'd ditme ! 
which is, My hulband, my hulband I On which Mato
nabbee told her, that if fhe had refpected him as [uch, 
fhe would not have run away from him ; and that fhe wa~ 
at liberty to go where fhe pleafed. On which !he got up, 
with [eeming reluctance, though moll: affuredly with a 
light heart, and returned to her former hulband's tent. 

CH AP. 
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C HAP. VII. 

Remarks from the Time the Women joined us till our 
Arrival at the Athapufcow Lake. 

Sroeral if (he Indiam jick.-Ale/bod tift:d by the conjurers to rclil:vc 
one man, 'who r(Co'VtrJ.-MoloJlobbu and hi, crew prtlcccd /0 the 
Soutb WljI.-Mojl of the other 7ndimzs jeparah', alld go their 1"(

fpcElive 'U'tlYf.-Pqfi by Wbite Sto'le LaAt.-MlIJ1)1 deer /til/ed mi'rc!)' 
for their ftins.-Rcmarlu thert'on, and on the dur, rifpelling fiafimf 
and pluuJ.-/1r,.;vc 01 Point L ake.-One if tht flldjaJ/'J wivu bd/1g 
fick, if lift behind to perifh a6ovc-grollnd.-fiVcotJ.JtT vt'r)' bad, but det'r 
Ilmly.-St,,), fume time al Point LaRe to dry 71U'o/, &c.-1'V;/l/tr fit 
in.-Supujliliotls ,,!IIams obfcrved by Ill.Y compallio1lS, after fbe), had 
lil/ed the EfquimQux tit Copper Rivcr-A via/cut gale if wiud ov er
filS my 1m! and brealu my quadranl.-S011lC Copper am! I)og-ribb,'d In
dians j oFn IIS.-Indians propifo to go to tbe A(b.,fuJ(OW COl/lltry to kill 
moqfl.-Leave Point Lalt, and arrive at tbe wood'J ct{~l'.-Arrivc at 
Anawd JAke.-1'rm!laElions Ibcre.-R(1J1ori:abk i1!1lauu of n 1nl1JJ 

being ctlred of tbe pa!ft)' by the crmjurers.-ufi'l'e Anawd Lake.-Ar
rive at the great Atbapuftow Lak~ •. 

SEVERAL of the Indians being very ill, the conjt:rers, 
who are always the doCtors, and pretend to perform 

great cures, began to try their [kill to e/J:;dl their re
covery. Here it is neceiTary to remark, that they ufc no 
medicine either · for internal (1r external complaints, but 
perform all their cures by charms. III ordinary cafes, 
fucking the part affeCted, blowing, and unging to it; 
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h::ug:1 ing, fpitting, and at the fame time uttering a heap 
or unintelligible jargon, compofe thc whole proecfs of 
tht; cure. For rome inward complaints ; fueh as, griping 
in the intdl:ines, difficulty of making water, &c. it 
is ,'Cry common to fcc thofe jugglers blowing into the 
a 71l1S, or into the parts adjacent, till their eyes arc almoft 
/tarting out of their heads : and this operation is per
formed indifferently on all, without regard eit)lcr to age 
or fe", Thc ,,,;cumulation of fo large a quantity of . . 
wind is at times apt to accaGon fame extraordinary emo-
tions, which arc nut eaGly (llpprd lcd by a Gek perf on ; 
and as there is no vent for it but by the channel through 
which it was conveyed thither, it fometimes occaGons an 
odd fcene bet"'een the doCtor and his patient; which I once 
wantonly called an engagement, but for which I was af
terward exceedingly forry, as it highly offended feveral of 
the Indians; particularly the juggler and the Gck perfon, 
both of whom were men I much e/leemed, and, except 
in that moment of levity, it had ever been no leTs my. 
inclination than my intcrelJ:. to thew them every refpeCt 
that my Gtuation would admft; 

I have often admired the great pains thefe jugglers take to 
deceive their credulous country~en, while at the fame time 
they arc indefatigably indu/lrious and perfevering in their 
efforts to relieve them. Being naturally not very delicate, 
they frequently continue their windy procefs fo long, that I 
have more than once fL'Cn the do£l:or quit his patient with hi. 
face and breafi in a very difagreeable condition. H",wever 
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