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orcat flone, or into the crevices of the rocks, where we
regaled ourfelves with fuch provifions as we had brought
with us, {moked our pipes, or went to fleep, till the
weather permitted us to proceed on our journcy.

On the fourth, we had rather better weather, though
conftant light fnow, which made it“Very difagrecable
under foot. We neverthelefs walked twenty- fwcn miles
to the North Weft, fourteen of which were on what the
Indians call the Stony Mountains; and furcly no part of the
world better deferves that name.  On our firft approaching
thefe mountains, they appeared to be a confufed heap of
flones, utteily inacceflible to the foot of man: but having
fome Copper Indians with us who knew the beft road,
we made a tolerable fhift to get on, though not with-
out being obliged frequently to crawl on our hands
and knees.  Notwithftanding the intricacy of the road,
there is a very vifible path the whole way acrofs thefe
mountains, cven in the moft difhcult parts: and zlfo
on the {mooth rocks, and thofe parts which are capablc
of receiving an impreflion, the path is as plain and well-
beaten, as any bye foot-path in England. By the fide of
this path there are, in different parts, feveral large, flat,
or table ftones, which are covered with many thoufands
of fmall pebbles. Thefe the Copper Indians fay have been
gradually increafed by paffengers going to and from the
mines ; and on its being obferved to us that it was the uni-

verfal
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verfal cuftom for every one to add a ftone to e fuap,
each of us took up a fmall ftonc in order to incewie the
number, for good luck.

ived at the foot of the Stony Mountains,
three of the Badidns turned back ; faying, that from every
appearance, thtremainder of the journcy feemed like!) to
be attendéd with more trouble than would cotinterbalance
the pleafure they could promile themiclves by going to
war with the Efquimaux.

Tuft as

On the fifth, as the weather was fo bad, with conftant
fnow, flect, and rain, that we could not fee our way, we
did not offer to move: but the fixth proving moderate,
and quite fair till toward noon, we {¢t out in the morn-
ing, and walked about cleven miles to the North Weft
when perceiving bad weather at hand, we began to look
out for fhelter among the rocks, as we had done the
four .prcccding nights, having ncither tents nor tent-
poles with us. The next morning fifteen more of the
Indians deferted us, being "quite fick of the road, and
the uncommon badnefs of the weather.  Indeed, though
thefe people are all enured to hardfhips, yet their com-
plaint on the prefent occafion was not without reafon ;
for, from our leaving Congccathawhachaga we had fearcely

a dry garment of any kind, or any thing to fkreen us

from the inclemency of the weather, except rocks and
caves 3

sth.

Gth.
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caves; the beft of which were but damp and unwholefome
lodging. In fome the water was conftantly dropping
from the rock that formed the roof, which made our

‘place of rctreat little better than the open air; and we

had not been able to make one fpark of fires/excent what
was fufficient to light a pipe) from the aimerof our leav-
ing%he women on the fecond inftant ; 1t 4§ true, in fome
places there ‘was a little mofs, but the conftant’ {leet and
rain made it o wet, as to render it as impoflible to fet fire
to it as it would be to a wet {punge.

We had no fooner entered our places of retreat, than we
regaled ourfelves with fome raw venifon which the In-
dians had killed that morning ; the {fmall ftock of dried
provifions we took with us when we left the women being
now all expended.

Agrecably to our expe&ations, a very fudden and heavy
gale of wind came on from the North Weft, attended

with fo great a fall of fnow, that the oldeft Indian in com-

pany faid, he ncver faw it exceeded at any time of the year,
much lefs in the middle of Summer. The gale was foon
over, and by degrees it became a perfect calm: but the flakes
of fnow were fo large as to furpafs all credibility, and fell
in fuch vaft quantities, that though the fhower only lafted
nine hours, we were in danger of being {mothered in our
£aves.

On
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On the feventh, we had a freth breeze at North
Weft, with fome flying fhowers of fmall rain, and at
the fame time a conftant warm {unfhine, which foon
diffolved the greateft part of the new-fallen fnow. Early
in_the mornina we crawled out of our holes, which were
on thmﬂiac_ of the Stony Mountains, and walked
about cighteen™wsritwenty miles to the North Weﬁ‘Ly
Weft. In-our way we crofled part of a larfe lake on
the ice, which was then far from being broken up. This
lake I diftinguifhed by the name of Buffalo, or Mufk-Ox
Lake, from the number of thofe animals that we found
grazing on the margin of it; many of which the In-
dians killed, but finding them lean, only took fome of
the bulls’ hides for fhoe-foals. At night the bad wea-
ther returned, with a ftrong gale of wind at North Eaft,
and very cold rain and {leet.

This was the firft time we had feen any of the mufk-
oxen fince we left the Factory. It has been obferved that
we faw a great number of them in my firft unfuccefsful
attempt, before I had got an hundred miles from the Fac-
tory; and indeed I once perceived the tracks of two of thofe
animals within nine miles of Prince of Wales’s Fort. Great
numbers of them alfo were met with in my fecond journey to
the North: feveral of which my companions killed, par-
ticularly on the feventeenth of July one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy. They are alfo found at times in
confiderable numbers near the fea-coaft of Hudfon’s Bay,

4 all.
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all the way from Knapp’s Bay to Wager Water, but are

moft plentiful within the Ardic Circle. In thofe high

latitudes 1 have frequently feen many herds of them in the

courfe of a day’s walk, and fome of thofe herds did not

contain lefs than eighty or an hundred head. & h(. num-

ber of bulls is very few in proportiory’ to‘; the Cows ; 53 for

it“is rare to fee more than two or thver rull-grown bulls

with the largeft herd: and from the number of the males

that are found dead, the Indians are of opinion that they

kill each other in contending for the females. In the

rutting feafon they are fo jealous of the cows, that they

run at either man or beaft who offers to approach them; -
and have been obferved to run and bellow even at ravens,

and other large birds, which chanced to light near them.

They delight in the moft ftony and mountainous parts

of the barren ground, and are {eldom found at any great

diftance from the woods. Though they are a beaft of
great magnitude, and apparently of a very unwieldy in-

active firuure, yet they climb the rocks with great eafe

and agility, and are nearly as fure-footed as a goat ; like

it too, they will feed on any thing; though they feem

fondecft of grafs, yet im Winter, when that article cannot be

had in fufficient quantity, they will eat mofs, or any other

herbage they can find, as alfo the tops of willows and

the tender branches of the pine tree.  They take the bull

in Auguft, and bring forth their young the latter end of
May, or beginning of June; and they never have more

than ope at a time.

The
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The mufk-ox, when full grown, is as large as the ge-
nerality, or at leaft as the middling fize, of Englifh black
cattle *; but their legs, though large, are not {fo long;
nor is their tail longer than that of a bear; and, like thé

tail of tha ,‘gqimal, it always bends downward and in-
warﬁﬁ%\tm éntirely hid by the long hair of the
rump and hitdegharters : the hunch on their thouldevs is
not largey being little more in proportion than that of a
deer: their hair is in fome parts very long, particularly
on the belly, fides, and hind quarters; but the longeft
hair about them, particularly the bulls, is under the throat,
extending from the chin to the lower part of the cheft,
between the fore-legs ; it there hangs down like a horfe’s
mane inverted, and is full as long, which makes the ani-
mal have a moft formidable appearance. It is of the hair
from this part that the Efquimaux make their mufketto

* Mr. Dragge fays, in his Voyage, vol. ii. p. 260, that the mufk-ox is lower
than a deer, but larger as to belly and quarters; which is very far from the
truth; they are of the fize I have here defcribed them, and the Indians always
eftimate the flefh of a full-grown cow to be equal in quantity to three deer.
I am forry alfo to be obliged to consradiét my friend Mr. Graham, who fays
that the flefh of this animal is carried on fledges to Prince of Wales's Forr,
to the amount of three or four thoufand poynds annually. To the amount of

near one thoufand pounds may have been purchafed from the natives in fome

particular years, but it more frequently happens that not an ounce is brought
one year out of five. In fa&, it is by no means efteemed by the Company’s
fervants, and of courfe no great encouragement is given to introduce it; but
if it had been otherwife, their general fituation is fo remote from the fettle-
ment, that it would not be worth the Indians while to haul it to the Fort.  So
that, in fa&, all that has ever been carried to Prince of Wales's Fort, has moft
affuredly been killed out of a herd that has been accidentally found within a
moderate diftance of the fettlement; perhaps an hundred miles, which is only
thought a ftep by an Indian. '

T wigs,
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wigs, and not from the tail, as is affertcd by Mr. Ellis *
their tails, and the hair which is on them, being too fhort
for that purpofe. In Winter they are provided with a
thick fine wool, or furr, that grows at the root of the iong
hair, and fhields them from the intenfe c qld to which
they are expofed during that feafon ; bu ’pr asf ¢ SuMmmer
advagces, this furr loofens from the A And by fic-
quently rolligg themfelves on the ground, it works out
to the end of the hair, and in time drops off, leaving
little for their Summer clothing except the long hair.
This feafon is fo fhort in thofe high latitudces, that the
new fleece begins to appear, almoft as foon as the old one
drops off; fo that by the time the cold becomes fevere,
they are again provided with a Winter-drefs.

The flefh of the mufk-ox noways refembles that of the
Weftern buffalo, but is more like that of the moofe or
elk ; and the fat is of a clear white, {lightly tinged with
a light azure. The calves and young heifers are ‘good
cating ; but the flefh of the bulls both {mells and taftes
{o ftrong of mufk, as to rendet it very difagrecable: even
the knifc that cuts the flefh of an old bull will {mell fo
ftrong of mufk, that nothing but {cowring the blade quite
bright can remove it, and the handle will retain the fcent
for a long time. 'Though no part of a bull is free from
this fmell, yet the parts of generation, in particular the
urethra, are by far the moft firongly impregnated. The

" Yoyage to Hudfon’s Bay, p. 232.
urine
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urine itfelf muft contain this {cent in a very great degrec;
for the fheaths of the bull’s penis are corroded with a
brown gummy fubftance, which is ncarly as high-fcented
with mufk as that faid to be produced by the civet cat;
and after haging been kept for feveral years, feems not to
lofc any of 1 q1\1hty

On the eighth, the weather was fine ahd moderate,
though not without fome fhowers of rain. Early in the
morning we fet out, and walked eighteen miles to the
Northward. =~ The Indians killed fome deer; fo we put
up by the fide of a fmall creek, that afforded a few wil-
lows, with which we made a fire for the firft time fince
our leaving Congecathawhachaga; confequently it was here
that we cooked our firft meal for a whole week,  This,
as may naturally be fuppofcd was well relithed by all
parties, the Indians 4s well as myfelf. And as the Sun
had, in the courfe of the day, dried our clothing, in {pite
of the fmall thowers of rain, we felt ourfelves more com-
fortable than we had done fince we left the women.
The place where we lay that night, is not far from
Grizzled Bear Hill ; which takes its name from the num-
bers of thofe animals that are frequently known to refort
thither for the purpofe of bringing forth their young in a
eave that is found there. The wonderful defeription
which the Copper Indians gave of this place exciting
the curiofity of fevcral of my companions as well as
myfclf we went to view it; but on our arrival at it

T2 found
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~ found little worth remarking about it, being no more than

a high lump of carth, of a loamy quality, of which
l\md there are {feveral others in the fame neighbourhood,

all ftanding in the middle of a large marfh, which makes
them refemble {fo many iflands in a lake. _§The fides of
thefe hills are quite perpendicular; aq_l J¢ height of
GriZzled Bear Hill, which is the largeftfd ¥“about twenty
feet above tke level ground that furrounds it:  Their
fummits are covered with a thick fod of mofs and long
grafs, which in fome places projects over the edge; and
as the fides are conftantly mouldering away, and walhing
down with every thower of rain during the {Hbrt Summer,
they muft in time be levelled with the marfh in which
they are fituated. At prefent thofe iflands, as I call
them, are excellent places of retreat for the birds which
migrate there to breed; as they can bring forth their
young in perfeé {afety from every beaft except the Que-
quehatch, which, from the fharpnefs of its claws and the
amazing ftrength of its legs, is capable of afcending the

moft difficult precipices.

On the fide of the hill that I went to furvey, there is a
large cave which penetrates a confiderable way into the rock,
and may probably have been the work of the bears, as we
could difcover vifible marks that fome of thofe beafts had
been there that Spring. This, though deemed very cu-
rious by fome of my companions, did not appear fo
to me, as it neither engaged my attention, nor raifed my

furprife,
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{urprife, half fo much as the fight of the many hills and
dry ridges on the Eaft fide of the marfh, which are turned
over like ploughed land by thofe animals, in fearching for,
ground-{quirrels, and perhaps mice, which conftitutesa
Favourjte patg of their food. It is furprifing to fee the
extent "of thbir refearches in queft of thofe animpls,
and ftill more wrview the enormous ftones rolled out of
their beds’ by the bears on thofe occafions./ At firft 1
thought thefe long and deep furrows had been effe@ted by
lightning ; but the natives aflured me they never knew
any thing of the kind happen in thofe parts, and that it
was entirely the work of the bears feeking for their prey.

On the ninth, the weather was moderate and cloudy,
with fome flying fhowers of rain. We {et out early in the
morning, and walked about forty miles to the North and
North by Eaft. In our way we faw plenty of deer and
mufk-oxen: {everal of the former the Indians killed, but
a {mart fhower of rain coming on juft as we were going
to put up, made the mofs fo,wet as to render it impra&i-
cable to light a fire. The next day proving fine and
clear, we fet out in the morning, and walked twenty
miles to the North by Weft and North North Weft; but
about ncon the weather became fo hot and fultry as to
render walking very difagreeable; we therefore put up
on the top of a high hill, and as the mofs was then dry,
lighted a fire, and fhould have made a comfortable
meal, and been otherwife tolerably happy, had it not been

for
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for the mufkettoes, which wcre uncommonly numerous,
and their ftings almoft infufferable. The fame day Ma-
tonabbec fent feveral Indians a-head, with orders to pro-
cezd to the Copper-mine River as faft as poflible, and ac-
quaint any Indians they might meet, of our. a%pma_g

thofe Indians I alfo fent fome {mall prefents/ as the fureﬁ
means to induce any ftrangers they foun\'l‘”to come to our

afliftance

The eleventh was hot and fultry, like the preceding
day. In the morning we walked ten or eleven miles to
the North Weft, and then met a Northern Indian Leader,
called Oule-cye, and his family, who were, in company
with feveral Copper Indians, killing deer with bows and
arrows and {pears, as they crofled a little river, by the
fide of which we put up, as did alfo the above-mentioned
Indians *,  That afternoon I {moked my calumet of peace
with thefe ftrangers, and found them a quite different fet
of people, at leaft in principle, from thofe I had feen at
Congecathawhachaga : for though they had great plenty
of provifions, they neither offered me nor my companions
a mouthful, and would, if they had been permitted,
have taken the laft garment from off my back, and rob-
bed me of every article I pofiefled. Even my Northern
companions could not help taking notice of fuch unac-
countable behaviour, Nothing but their poverty pro-

* This river runs nearly North Eaft, and in all probability empties itfelf
into the Northern Ocean, not far from the Copper River,

te&ed
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tected them from being plundered by thofe of my crew ;
and had any of their women been worth notice, they
would moft affuredly have begn prefied into our fervice.

The twe]fth was fo exceedlngly hot and fultry, that
we did"not meve ; ; but carly in the morning of the tl}un
teenth, after my ;companions had taken what dry pro-
vifions they chofe from our unfociable ftranfers, we fet
out, and walked about fiftecn or f{ixteen miles to the
North and North by Eaft, in expectation of arriving at
the Copper-mine River that day; but when we had
rcached the top of a long chain of hills, between which
we were told the river ran, we found it to be no more
than a branch of it which empties itfelf into the main
river about forty miles from its influx into the fea. At
that time all the Copper Indians were difpatched different
ways, fo that there was not one in company who knew
the fhorteft cut to the main river. Seeing fome woods to
the Weftward, and judging that the current of the rivulet
ran that way, we concluded that the main river lay in that
direction, and was not very remote from our prefent fitu-
ation. We therefore direted our courfe by the fide of it,
when the Indians met with feveral very fine buck deer,

which they deftroyed ; and as that part we now traverfed*

afforded plenty of good fire-wood, we put up, and cooked
the moft comfortable meal to which we had fat down for
fome months. As fuch favourable opportunities of in-
dulging the appetite happen but feldom, it is a general

rule
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rule with the Indians, which we did not negle&, to exert
every art in drefling our food which the moft refined fkill

.in Indian cookery has been able to invent, and which

cenfifts chiefly in boiling, broiling, and roafting: but of
all vhe difhes cooked by thofe people, a beeargg, gs it is
called in their language, is certainly the moft delicious, at
leaft for a change, that can be prepared from a deer only,
without any olher ingredient. It is a kind 'of haggis,
made with the blood, a good quantity of fat fhred {mall,
fome of the tendereft of the flefh, together with the heart
and lungs cut, or more commonly torn into {mall fhivers ;
all which is put into the ftomach, and roafted, by be-
ing fufpended before the fire by a ftring. Care muft be
taken that it does not get too much heat at firft, as the
bag would thereby be liable to be burnt, and the contents
be let out. When it is fufhiciently done, it will emit
fteam, in the {fame manner as a fowl or a joint of meat ;
which is as much as to fay, Come, eat me now : and if it
be taken in time, before the blood and other contents
are too much done, it is certainly a moft delicious morfel,
even without pepper, falt, or any other feafoning,.

After regaling ourfelves in the moft plentiful manner,
and taking a few hours reft, (for it was almoft impoffible
to fleep for the mufkettoes,) we once more fet forward,
dire&ing our courfe to the North Weft by Weft; and
after walking about nine or ten miles, arrived at that
long withed-for {pot, the Copper-mine River,
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‘Tranfa&ions at the Copper-mine River, and till we joined
all the women to the South of Cogead Lake.

Some Copper Indians Join us.~Indians _ﬁmd three [pies down the rives.——
Begin my furvey.—Spics return, and give an account of five tent) of
Efquimaus.—Indiant confult the beft method to fleal en them in the
night, and ill them while aflecp—~Crofs the river.—$Proceedings of
the Indians as they advance towards the Efquimaus tents,—The Indians
begin the maffacre while the poor Efquimanx are aflecp, and flay them
all.~Much affedled at the fight of one young woman killed clofe to my
Jeet—The bebaviour of the Indians on this occafion.—T heir brutifb treat-
ment of the dead bodies.~Seven more tents feen on the oppofite fide of the
river—The Indians harafs them, till they fly to a fboal in the river for
Jafety~Bebaviour of the Indians after killing thofe Efguimaus.~Crofs
the river, and proceed to the lents on tbar'ﬁdt.-——Plundrr their tents,
and deflray their utenfils.—~—Continue my Jurvey to the river's mouth.—
Remarks there.~Set out on my return—drrive at one of the Copper-
mines,—Remarks on it.—Many attempts made’ to induce the Copper
Indians, bo carry their own goods to market,—Obfacles to it.—Villany
and cruelty of Keelfbies to ﬁme of thofe poor Indians.— Leave the Copper-
mine, and walk at an amasing rate till we join the women, by the fide
gf Cogead Whoie—Much oot —foundered.—~T be appearance very alarm-
ing, but foon changes. for the better—Proceed to the Southward, and
Join the remainder of the women and chitdren.—Many other Indians

 arrive with them,
X 7E had: farcely arcived at the Copper-mine River 1oy,

v whgn {bu[‘ CQPF]‘ ;ﬂdlanﬁ Jnmﬁd us, and bfought T
with them two canoes. T hcy had feen all the Indians who 14t

were "fent fmm us :at. various times, - except Matonabbees
U brother,
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brother, and three others that were firft difpatched from
Congecathawhachaga.

On my arrival here I was not a little furprifed to find

\ibe river differ fo much from the defcription which the

Irdians had given of it at the Fa&ory ; for, iffftcad of
béing fo large as to be navigable for fhipping, as it
had been prefented by them, it was at that part fcarcely

Tr an Indian canoe, being no more than one
hundred and eighty yards wide, every where full of fhoals,
and no lefs than three falls were in fight at firft view.

Near the water’s edge there is fome wood ; but not one
trec grows on or near the top of the hills between which
the river runs. There appears to have been formerly a much

_greater quantity than there is at prefent; but the trees

{eem to have been fet on fire fome years ago, and, in con-
fequence, there is at prefent ten fticks lying on thc ground,
for one green one which is growing befide thera. The
whole timber appears to have been, even in its greateft pro-
fperity, of fo crooked and- dwarfifh a growth as to rendcr
it of little ufe for any purpofe but fire-wood.

Soon after our arrival at the r1vér-ﬁde, three Indians
were fent off as fpies, in order to fec if any Efquimaux
were inhabiting the river-fide ‘between ws and the fea.
After walkmg about three quarters of .a mile by the fide
of the river, we put up, when moft of the Indians went a

hunting,
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hunting, and killed feveral mufk-oxen and fome deer. .

They were employed all the remainder of the day and
night in {plitting and drying the meat by the fire. Aswe
were not then in want of provifions, and as decr and othe
gnimals were fo plentiful, that each day’s journey mngf
have provided for itfelf, I was at a lofs to account for this
unufual ceconomy of my companions; but was foon -
formed, that thofe preparations were made wish a view to
have vi@uals enough ready-cooked to ferve us fo the river’s
mouth, without being obliged to kill any in our way, as
the report of the guns, and the fmoke of the fires, would be
liable to alarm the natives, if any fhould be near at hand,
and give them an opportunity of efcaping.

Early in the morning of the fiftecnth, we fet out, when
I immediately began ny furvey, which I continued about
ten miles down the river, till heavy rain coming on we
were obliged to put up ; and the place where we lay that
night was the end, or edge of the woods, the whole fpace be-
tween it and the fea being entirely barren hills and w1de open
marfhes.  In the courfe of this day’s furvey, I found the
river as full of fhoals as the part which I had feen beforc
and in many plaocs it was fo greatly diminifhed in its width,
that in-our way we paffed by two more capital falls.

Ear]y in the motning of the fixteenth, the weather
being fine and pleafant, I again proceeded with my fur-
vey, and ‘carftitrued it for ten miles fargher down the rivér;

U2 - but

37

1771,
I]uly.

15th,

16th.



1971,

July,

A JOURNEY TO THE

but ftill found it the fame as before, being every where
full of falls and fhoals. At this time (it being about
noon) the thrce men who had been fent as {pies met us on
vheir return, and informed: my companions that five tents
of* Efquimaux were on the Wcﬁ fide of the river. The
fitdation, they faid, was very convenicnt for ﬁﬂ-pnﬁng
thém; and; according to their account, I judged it to
bc-a.bout twelve ‘miles from the place we met the fpies.
When the Indians received this intelligence, no farther
attendance or attention was paid to my furvey, but their
whole thoughts were immediately engaged in planning the
beft method of attack, and how they might fteal on the
poor Efquimaux the enfuing night, and kill them all
while afleep. To accomplifh this bloody defign more
effe¢tually, the Indians thought it neceflary to crofs the
river as foon as poflible ; and, by the account of the fpies,
it appeared that no part was morg convenient for the pur-
pofe than that where we had met them, it being there
very {mooth, and at a confiderable diftance from any fall.
Accordingly, after the Indians had put all'their guns,
fpears, targets, &c. in good order, we crofled the river,
which took up fome time.

When we arrived on the Weft fide of the river, each
painted the front of his target or fhield ; fome with the
figure of the Sun, others with that of the Moon, feveral
with different kinds of birds and beafts of prey, and many
with the images of imaginary beings, Which, accord-

ing
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ing to their filly notions, are the inhabitants of the different 1771
elements, Earth, Sea, Air, &c. July.

On enqmrmg thc reafon of their domg {o, I learned tha
cach man painted his fhicld with the image of that
on whieh he relicd moft for fuccefs in the intended fn-

ement. Some were contented with a fingle reprefede-
ation; while ot‘htiv(s,tdoubtful, as 1 fuppole, of the quality
and power of any fingle being, had their ﬂnélds covered
to the very margin with a group of hieroglyphics quite
unintelligible to every one except the painter. Indeed,
from the hurry in which this bufinefs was neceflarily done,
the want of every colour but red and black, and the
deficiency of fkill in the artift, moft of thofe paintings
had more the appearance of a number of accidental
blotches, than . of any. thing that is on the earth, or in
¢¢ the water. under the earth;” and. though fome few, of
them conveyed a tolerable idea of ‘the thing intended, yet
gven thefe were many degrees worfe than our country fign-

paintings in England.

When this piece of fuperflition was completed, we be-

an to advance toward the Efquimaux tents ; but wece very
careful to avoid croffing any hills, or talkmg loud, for fear
of bemg {een or overheard by the inhabitants; by which
means the diftance was not only much greater than it
atherwﬂe wauld have bccn, but, for. the fake of kt.epmg
in thc hmeﬁ grounds, we were obliged to walk through

entire
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entire fwamps of fiff marly clay, fometimes up to the
knees. Our courfe, however, on this occafion, though

very ferpentine, was not altogether fo remote from the

wver as entirely to exclude me from a view of it the whole
way: on the contrary, feveral times (according to the
ﬁni'atmn of the ground) we advanced fo near it, as-to give
me an opportunity of convmcmg myfelf that it was as
unnavigable, as it was in thofe parts which I had fur-
veyed bcforj, and which entirely correfponded with the
accounts given of it by the fpies.

1t is perhaps worth remarking, that my crew, though an
undifciplined rabble, and by no means accuftomed to war
or command, {eemingly a&ed on this horrid occafion with
the utmoft uniformity of fentiment. . There was not
among them the leaft altercation or feparatc opinion; all
were united in the general caufe, and as ready to follow
where Matonabbee led, as he appeared to be ready to lead,
according to the advice of an old Copper Indian, who had
joined us on our firft arrival at the river where this bloody
bufinefs was firft propofed.

Never was reciprocity of intereft more generally regarded
among a number of people, than it was on the prefent
occafion by my crew, for not one was a moment in want
of any thing that another could fpare; and if ever the
fpirit of difimterefted. friend(hip cxpa.ndcd the heart of
a Northern Indian, it was here nxhlhlwd Ain the moft ex-

tenfive



tenfive meaning of the word. Propeity of every kind
that could be of gencral ufe now ceafed to be private, and
every one who had any thing which.came. under that de-
{cription, feemed proud of an opportunity of giving ¥
or lending it to thofe who had none, or were moyi::
want of it, |

The number éf my crew was fo much greater than that
which five tents could contain, and the whrlike manner
in which they were equipped fo greatly fuperior to what
could be expe@ed of the poor Efquimaux, that no lefs
thana total maflfacre of every one of them was likely to be
the cafe, unlefs Providence thould work a miracle for their
deliverance.

‘The land was {o fituated that we walked under cover
of ‘the rocks and hills till we were within two hundred
yards of the tents. - There we lay in ambufh for fome
time, -watching the motions of the Efquimaux ; and here
the Indians would have advifed me to ftay till the fight was
over, but to this I could by no means confent; for I con-
fidered that when the Efquimaux came to be furprifed,
they would try every way to efcape, and if they found me
alone, not knowing me from an enemy, they would pro-
bably prﬁceed to' violence againft me when no perfon was
near to affift.’ For this reafon I determined to accompany
them, telling them at the fame time, that I would not
‘have any hand in the murder they were about to comnlm,

unlefs
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unlefs I found it neceflary for my own fafety. The In-
dians were not difpleafed at this propofal ; one of them
immediately fixed me a fpear, and another lent me a

“broad bayonet for my prote@ion, but at that time I

conld not be provided with a target ; nor did I want to be
cnbumbered with fuch an unneceflary piece of lumber.

While wg lay in ambufh, the Indians performed the laft
ceremonies which were thought neceflary before the en-
gagement. Thefe chiefly confifted in painting their faces;
fome all black, fome all red, and others with a mixture of
the two ; and to prevent their hair from blowing into their
eyes, it was either tied before and behind, and on both
fides, or elfe cut fhort all round. The next thing they
confidered was to make themielves as light as poffible for
running ; which they did, by pulling off their ftockings,
and either cutting off the fleeves of their jackets, or roll-
ing them up clofe to their arm-pits ; and though the muf-
kettoes at that time were {o numerous as to furpafs all cre-
blblhty, yet fome of the Indians aGtually pulled off their
_]ackets and entered the lifts quite naked, except their
breech-cloths and fhoes, Fearing I might have occafion
to run with the reft, I thought it alfo advifable to, pull
off my ftockings and cap, and to tie my hair as clofe up as
poflible, _

By the time the Indians had made themfelves thus
completely frightful, it was near.one o’clock in the morn-
| ing
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ing of the feventeenth ; when finding all the Efquimaux
quiet ‘in thelr tents, they rufthed forth from their ambuf-
cade, and fell on the poor unfufpeding creatures, unper-
ceived till clofe at the very eves of their tents, wheg
thcy foon began the bloody maffacre, while [ ftood ne, /?:
in the. -reas..

Ina fcw feconds the | horrible fcene commenced; it was
rﬁlockmg beyond defcription ; the poor unhappy viims
were: furpnfed in the midft of their fleep, and had neither
time nor power to make any refiftance ; men, women, and
children, in all upward of twenty, ran out of their tents
ftark naked, and endeavoured to make their efcape; but

the Indians having pofleflion of all the land-fide, to no

place could they ﬂy for fhelter. One alternative only remain-
ed, that of j Ju,mpmg into the river ; but, as none of them
attemptcd it, they all fell a facnﬁce to Indian barbarity |

The ﬂmeks and groans of the poor exPzrmg wretches
were. truly dtcadful and my horror was much increafed at
fecing a young glrl {eemingly about eighteen years of age,
killed fo near me;, that when the firft {pear was ftuck into
*_her ﬁdc fhe fg}}, doWn at my feet, and twifted round my
legs, fo, that it was Wlth dlﬂ'-!culty that I could difengage
myfelf from her dyi‘ng grafps. “As two Indian men pur-
_fM t‘has unfortunaté vidtim, T folicited very hard for her

A %

| X ftuck

t‘h.e mur&ercrs made no roply till they had
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ftuck both their {pears through her body, and transfixed
her to the ground.” 'They then looked me fternly in the

face, ‘and began to ridicule me, by afking if I wanted an

Efquimaux wife ; and paid not the fmalleft regard to the
iiicks and agony of the poor wretch, who was twining
»d their fpears like an eel! Indeed, after receiving
mu¢h abufive language from them on the occafion, I was
at lcngth obliged to defire that they would be more expe-
ditious in difgatching their viétim out of her mifery, other-
wife 1 fhould be obliged, out of pity, to aflift in the
friendly office of putting an end to the exiftence of a fel-
low-creature who was fo cruelly wounded. On this re-
queft being made, one of the Indians haftily drew his
{pear from the place where it was firft lodged, and pierced
it through her breaft near the heart. The love of life,
however, even in this moft miferable ftate, was fo predo-
minant, that though this might juftly be called the moft
merciful a& that could be done for the poor creature, it
feemed to be unwelcome, for though much exhaufted by
pain and lofs of blood, fhe made feveral efforts to ward off
the friendly blow. My fituation and the tetror of my
mind at beholding this butchery, cannot eafily be con-
ceived, much lefs defcribed 5 though 1 fummcd upall ‘the
fortitude I was mafter of on the occafion, “it was mth
difficulty that I could refrain from tears; and I am’' con-
fident that my features muft have feelmgly zx;amﬁéd how
fincerely I was aﬂ‘e&ed at the barbarous fene T then mt-
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nefled ; even at this hour I cannot refle@t on the tranf-
adtions of that horrid day without fhedding tears.

.bodies they had {o cruclly bereaved of life was fo {h
ing, that it would be indecent to defcribe it ; particulyrly
their curiofity in examining, and the remarks they made,
on the formation of the women; which; they pretended
to fay, differed materially from that of thelr own. For
my own part I muft acknowledge, that however favour-
ablc the opportunity for determining that point might
have been, yet my thoughts at the time were too much
agitated to admit of any fuch remarks; and I firmly be-
lieve, that had there adtually been as much difference be-
tween them as there is faid to be between the Hottentots
and thofe of Europe, it would not have been in my power
to have marked the diftin@®ion. I have reafon to think,
however, that there is no ground for the affertion; and
‘really believe that the declaration of the Indians on this
occafion, was utterly void of truth, and proceeded only from
the implacable hatred they bore to the whole tribe of
people of whom I am fpeaking,

The brutifh manner in which thefe favages ufed Ig'é
1

When the Indians had completed the murder of the

poor Efquunaux, feven other tents on the Eaft fide the

river xmmedmtcly enigaged their attention: very luckily,
howcvcr_, our canoes and baggage had been left at a
little diftance up the river, fo that they had no way of

crofling
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crofling to get at them, The river at this part being
little more than eighty yards wide, they began firing at
them from the Weft fide. The poor Efquimaux on the

pofite fhore, though all up in arms, did not attempt to
abdpdon their tengs; and they were {o unacquainted with
thepnature of fire-arms, that when the bullets firick the
ground, they ran in crowds to fec what was fent them,
and feemed anxious to cxamine all the pieces of lead
which they fbund flattened againft the rocks. At length
one of the Efquimaux men was fhot in the calf of his leg,
which put them in great confufion. They all imme-
diqtely embarked in their little canoes, and paddled to a
fhoal in the middle of the river, which being fomewhat
more than a gun-{hot from any part of the fhore, put thcm
out of the reach of our barbarians. .

When the favages difcovered that the furviving Efqui-
maux had gained the fhore above mentioned, the N orthern
Indians began to plunder the tents of the deceafed of all -
the copper utenfils they ceuld ﬁnd fuch as hatchets, bay-
onets, knives, &c. after which, tht.y aiTcmbIed on the top
of an adjacent. hlgh h:lJ .and ﬁandmg allina cluﬂ:cr, foas
to form 2 folid circle, with their fpears exm?c in rthe x;zr; gave
many fhouts of v:&ory, canﬂmtly lathing
agamﬁ each other, and fru
tima* ! by way of dcrzﬁon to the. pe o E; :

Tima in the F.I!'qt;ihzaux languagc:a* 2 ﬁ-‘&
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maux, Who were ftanding on the thoal almoft knee-deep 1771
in water. « After ‘parading the hill for fome time, it was T
agreed to return up the river to the place where we had
left our canoes and baggage, which was about half a
mile diftant, .and then to crofs the river again and plug ader
the feven tents on the Eaft fide. This refolution was}im-
mediately put in force; and as ferrying acrofs with only
three or four canoes * took a confiderable time, and as
we were, from the crookednefs of the river and the
form of the land, entirely under.cover, {everal of the poor
furviving Efquimaux, thinking probably that we were
gone about our bufinefs, and meant to trouble them no
more, had returned from the fhoal to their habitations.
When we approached their tents, which we did under
cover of the rocks, we found them bufily employed tying
up bundles. Thefe the Indians deized with their ufual
ferocity ; on which, the Efquimaux having their canoes
lying ready in the water, immediately embarked, and all
-of them got fafe to the former fhoal, except an old man,
- who was-{o intent on colleding his things, that the In-
dians caming upon him before he could reach his canoe,
hc fﬂll a facrifice to their fury : 1 verily believe not lefs than
twenty had 3 hand in his death, as his whole body was like
3 cuih:nder.. it is here nﬁceﬁ'ary to obferve. that thL fpies,

.“ W_ “he_ﬁfrccn Indmns t‘umed bac!f st thc Strmy Mounmms, rhey took
- th ?&:anocs with them ; foine ‘of ouf crew that were fent a-head as
riges 3 ad-aat yeu returned, which occafioned the number of our canoes to

when.
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when on the look-out, could not fee thefe feven tents,
though clofe under them, as the bank, on which they
ftood, ftretched over them,

it ought to have been mentioned in its proper place,
that?in making our retreat up the river, after killing the
Efquimaux on the Weft fide, we faw an old woman fitting
by the fide of, the water, killing falmon, which lay at the
foot of the fall as thick as a fhoal of herrings. Whether
{from the noifc of the fall, or a natural defe& in the old
woman’s hearing, it is hard to determine, but certain it is,
{the had no knowledge of the tragical {cene which had been
{o lately tranfaced at the tents, though fhe was not more
than two hundred yards from the place. When we firft per-
ceived her, fhe feemed perfeétly at eafe, and was entirely
{furrounded with the produce of her labour. From her man-
ner of behaviour, and the appearance of her eyes, which
were as red as blood, it is more than probable that her
fight was not very ‘good ; for fhe fcarcely difcerned that’
the Indians were enemies, till they were within twice the
length of their {pears of her. It was in vain that fhe at-
tempted to fly, for the wretches of my crew transfixed
ner to the ground in a few feconds, and butchered her
in the moft favage manner. = There was fcarceiy a than
among them who had not a thruft at ‘her with his {pear;
and many indoing this,’ aimed at tortire, rather than
immediate death, as they not only poked out her eyés,

but
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but ftabbed her in many parts very remote from thofe
which are vital.

It may appear ftrange, that a perfon fuppofed to he
.almoft blind fhould be employed in the bufinefs of fithing,
and particularly with any degree of fuccefs; but when
the multitude of fith is taken into the account, the won-
der will ceafe. Indeed they were fo numerous at the foot
of the fall, that when a light pole, armed with'a few fpikes,
which was the inftrument the old woman ufed, was put
under water, and hauled up with a jerk, it was fcarcely
poflible to mifs them. Some of my Indians tried the
method, for curiofity, with the old woman’s ftaff, anc
feldom got lefs than two at a jerk, fometimes three o
four. Thofe fifh, though very fine, and beautifully red,
are but {fmall, feldom weighing more (as near as I could
judge) than fix or fcven pounds, and in general much lefs.
Their numbers at this place were almoft incredible, per-
haps equal to any thing that is related of the falmon in
Kamfchatka, or any other part of the world. It does
not appear that the Efqmmaux have any othcr method of
catching the fifh, unlefs it be by fpears and darts; for no
appearance of nets was difcovered either at their tents, or
on any part of the fhore. This is the cafe with all the
Efqmmaux on the Weft fide of Hudfon’s Bay; {pearing
in Summer, and angling in Winter, are the only me-
thods they have yet devifed to catch fith, though at

5 times

159
G bk &

July.



160

177!.
[

July.

A JOURNEY TO THE

times their whole dependancc tor fupport is on that ar-

ticle
When

A\ When the Efquimaux who refide near Churchill River travel in Winter
it is -“tways from lake to lake, or from river to river, where they have formed
magdzines of provifions, and heaps of mofs for firing. As fome’ of thofe
places are at a confiderable diftance from each: other, and fome of the lakes of
confiderable widtch, they frequently pitch their tents on the ice, and inftead of
having a fire, which the feverity of the climate fo much requires, they cut
holes in the ice within their tents, and there fir and angle for fifh; if they
meet with any fuccefs, the fith are eaten alive out of the water; and when
they are thirfty, water, tiicir ufual beverage, is at hand.

When ] firft entered into the employment of the Hudfon's Bay Company,
it was as Mate of one of their floops which was employed in trading with the
Efquimaux; I bhad therefore frequent opportunities of oblerving the mifer-
able manner in which thofe people live. In%the ceurfe of our trade with them
we frequently purchafed feveral feal-fkin bags, which we {uppofed were full of
oil; bur on opening them have fometimes found great quantities of venifon,
feals, and fea-horfe paws, as well as falmon; and as thefe were of no ufe to
us, we always returned them to the Indians, who eagerly devoured them, thiough
fome of the articles hud been perhaps a whole year in thar ftate; and they
feemed to exult greatly in having fo over-reached us in the way of grade, as
to have fometimes one third of their bargain returned.

This method of prcfcrvmg their f'ood, t.hough it cﬂ'cé'{ually guards it from
the external air, and from the flies, does not pnevent pufrcfa&lon entirely,
though it renders its progrefs. vgry flows.  Pure train oil is of-fuch a quality
that it never freezes folid in the coldeft Winters; a happy circumftance
for thofe people, who are condemned to live in the moft'] rigatous .climate
without the afliftance. of fire. ~While thefe magazines laft, t.hey have no-
thing more to dp when hunger affails them,. butmgpc,‘, '
take out a fide of venifon, a few feals, fea-hoc:ﬁ paws, af o
falmon, and without any preparation, fit down ﬁndmak&'_a .meni‘ and the ke

or river by which they pitch their tent, afigrds the) fmater, their
ftant drink, Befides the extraordinary ﬁooﬂ alreatly tmnt!oned they have fo-
veral
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When the Indians had plundered the feven tents of all
the copper utenfils, which feemed the only thing worth
| their

*veral other difhes equally difgufting to an European palate; [ wiil only mention

one, as it was more frcquéntly part of their repaft when I vifited their tnts,
than any other, except fith, The difh I allude to, is made of the raw liver of a
deer, cut in fmall pieces of about an inch fquare, and mixed up with the con-
tents of the ftomach of the fame animal; and the farther digeftion has taken place,
the better it js fuited to their tafte. It is impoffible to defcribe or cconcive
the pleafure they feem to-enjoy when eating fuch unaccountable food: nay, 1
have cven feen them eat whole handfuls of maggots that were produced in
meat by fly-blows; and it is their conftant cuftom, when their nofes bleed by
any accident, to lick their blood into their mouths, and fwallow it. Indeed, if
we confider. the inhofpitable part of the globe they are deftined to inhabit, and
the great diftreffes to which they are frequently driven by hunger in confe-
quence of it, we fhall no longer be furprifed at finding they can relifh any thing
in. common with the meaneft of the animal creation, but rather admire the
wifdom and kindnefs of Providence in forming the palates and powers of all
creatures in fuch a manner as i!)cﬁ adapted to the food, climate, and every
other circumftanice which may be incident to their refpetive fituations.

It is mo lefs true, that thefe people, when I firft knew them, would not
eat any of our provifions, fugar, raifins, figs, or even bread; for though
fome of them would put a bit of it into their mouths, they foon fpit it out
again with evident matks of diflike; 10 that they had no greater relith for
our food than we had for theirs. At prefent, however, they will cat any part
of our provifions, ‘¢ither frefh of falted; and fome of them will drink a draft
of porter, or a liytle brandy and™ater; and they are now fo far civilized, and
attached to the Englifh, that T am perfuaded any of the Company’s fervants
who could habituate themfelves to their diet and manner of life, might now
live as fecute under their prote&tion, as under that of any of the tribes of In-
dians who border on Hudfon’s Bay. ' '

They live in a ftate of perfe® freedom; no one apparently cliiming
the fuperiority over, or acknowledging the leaft fubordination to another,
I cXCCPf.
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their notice, they threw all the tents and tent-poles into
the river, deftroyed a vaft quantity of dried falmon, mufk-
oxen fleth, and other provifions; bife all the ftonc
kettles ; and, in faét, did all the mifchief they poffibly
could to diftrefs the poor creatures they could not mur-,
dery, and who were ftanding on the fhoal before men-
tioned, obliged to be woeful fpectators of their great, or

perhaps irreparable lofs.

After the Indians had completed this piece of wanton-
nefs we fat down,  and made a good meal of frefh falmon,
which were as numerous at the place where we now refted,
as they were on the Weft fide of the river.  When we had
finithed our meal, which was the firft we had cnjoyed for
many hours, the Indians told me that they were again ready
to affift me in making an end of my furvey. It was then
about five o’clock in the morning of the feventeenth, the
feca being in fight from the North Weft by Weft to the
North Eaft, about eight miles diftant. I therefore et in-.
ftantly about commencing my furvey, and purfued it to the
mouth of the river, which I found all the way fo full of
fhoals and falls that it was not navigable even for a boat,
and that it emptied itfelf into the*fea over a ridge or bar.

except what is due from chﬂdrcn to their parents, or fuch of their kin as take
care of them when they are young and incapable of providing for themfelves.
There is, however, reafon to think that, when grown up to manhood, they
pay fome attention to the advice of the old men, on account of their ex-

p‘ ¥ IC nce,
2 The
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The tide was then out; but I judged from the marks
which I faw on the edge of the ice, that it flowed about
twelve or fourteen fect, which will only reach a little way
within the river’s mouth.  The tide being out, the water
in the river was perfe@ly frefh; but I am certain of its
being the fea, or fome branch of it, by the quantity of
whalebone and feal-fkins which the Efquimaux had at
thu: tents, and alfo by the number of {eals which 1 faw on
the ice. At the mouth of the river, the fea is fall of iflands
and fhoals, as faras I could fee w 1th the afliftancc of a good
p‘ocket telefcope.  The ice was not then broke up, but was
mclted away for about threc quarters of a mile from the main
fhore, and to a little diftance round the iflands and fhoals.

By the time I had completed this furvey, it was about
one in the morning of the eighteenth ; but in thofe high
Jatitudes, and at this feafon of the yeir, the Sun is always
at a good height above the horizon, fo that we had not only
day-Jight, but fun-fhine the whole night : a thick fog and
drizzling rain then came on, and finding that neither the
river nor fea were likely to be of any ufe, I did not think
it worth while to wait for fair weather to determine the
latitude exad&ly by an obfervation; but by the extraordi-
nary care ] tonk in obferving the courfes and diftances
when 1 walked from Congccatlm\ ‘hachaga, where I had
two good obfervations, the latitude may be depended upon

within twenty miles at the utmoft.  For the fake of form,
Y 2 however,

63

1771,
July.

13th,



- -

771L.

July,

A JOURNEY TO THE

however, after having had fome confultation with the In-
dians, I cre&ed a mark, and took poﬂlﬂmn of the coaft,
on behalf of the Hudfon’s Bay Company.

Having finithed this bufinefs, we fct out on our feturn,
and walked about twelve miles to the South by Eaft,
when we ftopped and took a little fleep, which was the furft
time that any of us had clofed our eyes from the fifteenth
inftant, and, it was now {ix o’clock in the morning of the
cighteenth.  Heredsthe Indians killed a mufk-ox, but the
mofs being very wet, we could not make a fire, fo that we
were obliged to eat the meat raw,. which was intolerable,
as it happened to be an old beaft.

Before I proceed farther on my return, it may not be
improper to give fome account of the river, and the country
adjacent ; its productions, and the animals which con-
ftantly inhabit thofe dreary regions, as well as thofe that
only migrate thither in Summer, in order to bréed and
rcar their young, unmolefted by man.  That I may do
this to better purpofe, it will be ncccﬁ’ary to go back to
the place where I firft came to the river, which was about
forty miles from its mouth.

Befide the ftunted pines already mentioned, there are
{ome tufts of dwarf willows ; plenty of Wifhacumpuckey,
(as the Englifh call it, and which they ufe as tea); fome

jacka-
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jackatheypuck, which the natives ufe as tobacco; and a
few cranberry and heathberry buthes; but not the leaft

appecarancc of any fruit.

The woods. grow gradually thinner and fmaller as you
4pproach the fea; and the laft little tuft of mes thit I
faw is about thirty miles from the mouth of the river, fo
that we meet with nothing between that fpot and the fea-

{ide but barren hills and marfthes.

The general courfe of the river is about North by Eaft;
but in fome- places it is very crooked, and its brcadth
varies from twenty yards to four or five hundred. The
banks are in general a folid rock, both fides of which cor-
refpond fo exaétly with cach othtr, as to leave no doubt
that the channel of the river has been cauled by fome ter-
rible convulfion of nature; and the ftream is fupplied by
a waricty of little rivulets, that ruth down the fides of the
hills, occafioned chiefly by the melting of the fnow. Some of
:%c Indians fay, that this river,takes its rife from the North
Weft fideof Large WhiteStone Lake, which is at the diftance
of near three hundred miles on a f¥raight line ; but I can
fcarcely think that 4s the cafe, unlefs there be many inter-
vening lakes, which are fupplied by the vaft quantity of
water that is collected in fo great an extent of hilly and
meuntainous country: for were it otherwife, I fhould
imagine that the multitude of fmall rivers, which muft

empty themiclves into the main {tream 1in the courfe of fo
great
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1771, oreat a diftance, would Have formed a much deeper

juy. . and ftronger current than I difcovered, and occafioned
an annual deluge at the breaking up of the ice in
the Spring, of which there was not the leaft appear-
ance, except at Bloody Fall, where the river was con-
tracted to the breadth of about twenty yards. It was at
the foot of this fall that my Indians killed the Efquimaux ;
which was the reafon why I diftinguifhed it by that appcl-
lation. From this fall, which is about eight miles from
the fca-fide, there arc very few hills, and thofc not high.
The land between them is a ftiff loam and clay, which,
in {fome parts, producés patches of pretty good grafs, and
in others tallith dwarf willows : at the foot of the hills
alfo there is plenty of fine, fcurvy-grafs.

The Efquimaux at this river are but low in ftature,
none exceeding the middle fize, and though broad fet,
are neither well-made nor ftrong bodied. Their com-
plexion is of a dirty copper colour; fome of the women,
however, are more fair and raaddy.  Their drefs much r
fembles that of the Greenlanders in Davis’s Straits, except
the women’s boots, which are not ftiffened out with whale-
bone, and the tails of their jackets are no¥ more than a
foot long. -

Their arms and fithing-tackle -are bows and arrows,
{pears, lances, darts, &c. which exaély refemble thofe
made ufe of by the Efquimaux in Hudfon s Straits, and

which'
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which have heen well de(cnbed by Craptz ; but, for
wan of good”edge-tools, are far inferior to thcm in work-
maufhap Their arrows are either thod with a triangular
piecc of black ftone, like flate, or a piece of copper ; but
moft commonlythe former.

The body of their canoes is on the fame conftruction
as that of the other Efquimaux, and there is no unnecefary
prow-proje¢tion beyond the body of the veflcl; thefe,
like their arms and other utenfils, are, for the want of

better tools, by no means {o neat as thofe I have feen in

Hudfon’s Bay and Straits. The double-bladed paddle is
in univerfal ufe among all the tribes of this people.

Their tents are made of parchment deer-fkins in the
hair; and are pitched in a cirgular form, the fame as thofe
of the Efquimaux in Hudfon’s Bay.* Thefe tents are un-
doubtedly no more than their Summer habitations, for I
faw the remains of two miferable hovels, which, from the
fituation, the ftruture, and the vaft quantity of bones,
old fhoes, fcraps of fkins, and other rubbifh lying near
them, had certainly been fome of ,their Winter retreats.
Thefe houfes were fituated on the South fide of a hill;
one half of them were under-ground, and the upper parts
clofely fet round with poles, meeting at the top in a conical
form, like their Summer-houfes or tents. Thefe tents,

See Hift, of Greenland, vol.i. p.1 32——156.' _
when
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when inhabited, had undoubtcdly been covered with fkins;
and in Winter entirely ‘bverfpread with the fnow-grift,
which. muft have greatly contributed to their warmth:
They were fo'{mall, that they did not contain more than
fix or eight perfons.each ; and even that number of any other
people would have found them but miferable habitations.

Their  houfehold furniture chieﬂy confifts of ftone
kettles, and ,wooden troughs of various fizes ; alfo difhes,
fcoops, and fpoons made of the buffalo or mufk-ox horns.
Their kettles are formed of a pepper and falt coloured
ftone ; and though the texture aPpcars to be very coarfe,
and as porous as a drip- ftone, yet they are perfectly t:ght
and will found as clear as a China bowl. Some of thofc
kettles are fo large as to be capablc of containing five or fix
gallons ; and though it is 1rnpoﬂ'1blc thefc poor people can
ptrform this arduous work with any other tools than harder
ftones, yet they are by far {u pcrmr to any that I had ever feen
in Hudfon’s Bay; every onc of thén being ornamented
with neat mouldings round the rim, ‘and fome of the large
ones with a kind of flute-work at each corner. In ﬂ:tapc
they were a long fquare, fomething wider at the top than
bottom, like a kmﬂ—tray, and ﬁ:ong handlcs of the folid
ftone were left at cach end to lift them up.

Their hatchets are made of a thick lump of copper,
about five or fix mches long, ‘and from ene and a half to
two inches fquare ; they are bevelled away at one end like

a mortice-
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mortice-chiffe].  This is lafhed into the end of a piece of
wood about twelve or fourteen inches long, in fuck a man-
ner as to a¢t like an adze: in general they are applied to
the wood like a chiffel, and driven in with a heavy club,
inftcad of a mallet. Neither the weight of the tool nor
the fharpnefs of the metal will admit of their being
handled cither as adze or axe, with any degree of fuccefs.

The men’s bayonets and women’s knives are alfo made
of copper; the former are in fhape like the ace of fpades,
with the handle of deers horn a foot long, and the latter
exadtly refemble thofe defcribed by Crantz. Samples of
both thefe implements I formerly fent home to James Fitz-
gerald, Efq. then one of the Hudfon’s Bay Committee.

Among all the {poils of the twelve tents which my com-
panions plundered, only two fmall pieces of iron were
found; one of which was about an inch and a half
long, and three eighths of an inch broad, made into a
woman’s knife; the other was barely an inch long, and a
quarter of an inch wide. This laft was rivetted into a
piece of ivory, fo as to form a man’s knife, known in
Hudfon’s Bay by the name of Mbokeatoggan, and is the
only inftrument ufed by them in fhaping all their wood-
work,

Thofe people had a fine and numerous breed of dogs,
with fharp ere& ears, fharp nofes, bufhy tails, &c. ex-
Z actly
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a&ly like thofe feen among the Efquimaux in Hudfon’s
Bay and Straits. Thcy were all tethered to ftones, to pre-
vent them, as I fuppofe, from cating the fith that were
{pread all over the rocks to dry. I do not recolleét that
my companions killed or hurt one of thofe animals ; but,
after we had left the tents, they often wifhed they had
taken fome of thofe fine dogs with them.

Though ‘the drefs, canoes, utenfils, and many other
articles belonging to thefe people, are very fimilar to
thofe of Hudfon’s Bay, yet there is one cuftom that pre-
vails among them—namely, that of the men having all
the hair of their heads pulled out by the roots—which
pronounces them to be of a different tribe from any
hitherto feen cither on the coaft of Labradore, Hudf{on’s
Bay, or Davis’s Straits,. The women wore their hair at
full length, and exaély in the fame flile as all the other
Efquimaux women do whom I have {een.

When at the fea-fide, (at the mouth of the Copper River,)
befides fecing many {eals on the ice, I alfo obferved feveral
flocks of fea-fowl flying about the fhores; fuch as, gulls,
black-heads, loons, old wives, ha-ha-wie’s, dunter gecfe,
ar&ic gulls, and willicks.  In the adjacent ponds alfo were
fome {wans and geefe in a moulting ftate, and in the
marfhes fome curlews and plover; plenty of hawks-eyes,
(i. e. the green plover,) and fome yellow-legs ; alfo feveral
other fmall birds, that vifit thofe Northern parts in the

Spring
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Spring to breed and moult, and which doubtlefs return
Southward as the fall advances. My rcafon for this conjec-
ture is founded on a certain knowledge that all thofe birds
migrate in Hudfon's Bay; and it is but reafonable to think
that they are lefs capable of withflanding the rigour of
fuch a-long and cold Winter as they muft neceflarily ex-
pcrience in a country which is fo many degrees within the
Aré&ic Circle, as that is where I now {aw them.

That the mufk-oxen, decer, bears, wolves, wolvarines,
foxes, Alpinc hares, white owls, ravens, partridges, ground-
{quirrels, common fquirrels, crmins, mice, &c. are the
conftant inhabitants of thofe parts, is not to be doubted.
In many places, by the fides of the hills, where the fhow
lay to a great depth, the dung of the mufk-oxen and dcer
was lying in fuch long and continued heaps, as clearly to
point out that thofe places had been their much-frequented

paths during the preceding Winter. There were alfo many
other fimilar appearances on the hills, and other parts, where

the {fnow was entirely thawed away, without any print of
a foot being vifible in the mofs; which is a certain proof
that thefe long ridges of dung muft have been dropped in
the fnow as the beafts were pafling and repafling over it
in the Winter. There are likewife fimilar proofs that the
Alpine hare and the partridge do not migrate, but remain
there the whole year: the latter we found in confider-
able flocks among the tufts of willows which grow near
the fea.

Z 2 It
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It is perhaps not gencrally known, even to the curious,
thereforc may not be unworthy of obfervation, that the
dung of the mufk-ox, though fo large an animal, is not
larger, and at the fame time {o near the fhape and colour
of that of the Alpine hare, that the difference is not
cafily diftinguifhed but by the natives, though in general
the quantity may lead to a difcovery of the animal to
which it belongs.

I did not fee any birds peculiar to thofe parts, except
what the Copper Indians call the ¢ Alarm Bird,” or
¢ Bird of Warning.”” In fize and colour it refembles a
Cobadekoock, and is of the owl genus. The name is faid
to be well adapted to its qualities ; for when it perceives
any people, or beaft, it direéts its way towards them im-
mediately, and after hovering over them fome time, flies
round them in circles, or goes a-head in the fame di-
reGion in which they walk., They repeat their vifits fre-
quently; and if they {ce any other moving objeés, fly al-
ternately from one party to the other, hover over them
for fome time, and make a loud {creaming noife, like
the crying of a child. In this manner they are faid fome-
times to follow paffengers a whole day. The Copper In-
dians put great confidence in thofe birds, and fay they are
frequently apprized by them of the approach of ftrangers,
and conduéted by them to herds of deer and mufk-oxen;
which, without their affiftance, in all probability, they
never could have found.

The
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The Efquimaux feem not to have imbibed the fame
opinion of thofe birds; for if they had, they muft have
been apprized of our approach toward their tents, becaufe
all the time the Indians lay in ambufh, (before they began
the maffacre,) alarge flock of thofe birds were continually
flying about, and hovering alternately over them and the
tents, making a noife fufficient to awaken any man out of

the foundeft {lecp.

After a {leep of five or {ix hours we once more fet out, and
walked cighteen or nineteen miles to the South South Eaft,
when we arrived at onc of the copper mines, which lies,
from the river’s mouth about South South Eaft, diftant
about twenty-nine or thirty miles.

This mine, if it deferve that appellation, is no more
than an entire jumble of rocks and gravel, which has been
rent many ways by an carthquake. Through thefe ruins
there runs a {fmall river ; but no part of it, at the time I
was there, was more than knee-decp.

The Indians who were the occafion of my undertaking
this journey, reprefented this mine to be fo rich and va-
luable, that if a faory were built at the river, a’ fhip
might be ballafted with the oar, inftead of ftone; and
that with the fame eafe and difpatch as is done with
ftones at Churchill River. By their account the hills were
entirely compofed of that metal, all in handy lumps, like

a heap
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a heap of pebbles. But their account differed fo much
from the truth, that I and almoft all my companions ex-
pended near four hours in fcarch of fome of this metal,
with fuch poor fuccefs, that among us all, only onc piece
of any fize could be found. This, however, was remark-
ably good, and weighed above four pounds *. 1 believe the
copper has formerly been in much greater plenty ; for in
many places, both on the furface and in the cavities and
crevices of the rocks, the ftones are much tinged with
verdigrife.

It may not be unworthy the notice of the curious, or
undeferving a place in my Journal, to remark, that the
Indians imagine that every bit of copper they find re-
{embles fome obje@ in nature; but by what I faw of the
large piece, and fome {maller ones which were found by
my companions, it requires a great fhare of invention to
make this out. I found that different people had dif-
ferent ideas on the fubjed, for the large piece of “copper
above mentioned had not been found long before it had
twenty different names. One faying that it refembled
this animal, and another that it reprefented a particular
part 6f another; at laft it was generally allowed to re-
femble an Alpine hare couchant : for my part, I muft con-
fefs that 1 could not fee jt had the leaft refemblance to any
thing to which they compared it. It would be endlefs to

This piece of Copper is now in the poffeflion of the Hudfon's Bay
Company.

enumerate
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enumerate the different parts of a dcer, and other ani-
mals, which the Indians fay the beft picces of copper re-
femblc: it may therefore be fufficient to fay, that the
largeft pieces, with the feweft branches and the leaft drofs,
are the beft for their ufe; as by the help of fire, and two
ftones, they can beat it out to any fhape they wifh.

Before Churchill River was {ettled by the Hudfon’s Bay
Company, which was not more than fifty years previous to
this journey being undertaken, the Northern Indians had no
other metal but copper among them, cxcept a fmall quan-
tity of iron-work, which a party of them who vifited York
Fort about the year one thoufand feven hundred and thir-
teen, or one thoufand feven hundred and fourteen, pur-
chafed ; and a few pieces of old iron found at Churchill
River, which had undoubtedly been left there by Captain
Monk. This being the cafe, numbers of them from all quar-
ters ufed every Summer to refort to thefe hills in fearch
of copper; of which they made hatchets, ice-chificls,
bayonets, knives, awls, arrow-heads, &c.* The many

p:lths

* There is a ftrange tradition amopg thofe people, that the firft perion who
difcovered thofe mines was a woman, and that fhe condulted them to the
place for feveral yearsy but as fhe was the only woman in company, fome of
the men took fuch liberties with her as made her vow revenge on them ; and
the is faid to have been a great conjurer. Accordingly when the men had
Joaded themfelves with copper, and were going to return, fhe refufed to ac-
company them, and faid fhe would fit on the mine till the funk into the
ground, and that the copper thould fink with her. The next year, when the
men went for more copper, they found her funk up to the waift, though ftill

alive,
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paths that had been beaten by the Indians on thefe oc-
cafions, and which are yet, in many places, very perfed,
efpecially on the dry ridges and hills, is furprifing ; in the
vallics and marfhy grounds, however, they are moftly
grown over with herbage, fo as not to be difcerned.

The Copper Indians {et a great value on their native
metal even to this day ; and prefer it to iron, for almoft
every ufe except that of a hatchet, a knife, and an awl :
for thefe three neceffary implements, copper makes but a
very poor fubftitutc. ~When they exchange copper for
iron-work with our trading Northern Indians, which is
but feldom, the ftandard is an ice-chiffel of copper for
an ice-chiffel of iron, or an ice-chiffel and a few arrow-
heads of copper, for a half-worn hatchet ; but when they
barter furrs with our Indians, the eftablifhed rule is to give
ten times the price for every thing they purchafe that is
given for them at the Company’s Fa&ory. Thus, a
hatchet that is bought at the Fa&ory for one beaver-fkin,
or one cat-fkin, or three ordinary martins’ fkins, is fold to

alive, and the quantity of copper mucly decreafed; and on their repeating
their vifit the year following, fhe had quite difappeared, and all the principal
part of the mine with her; fo that after that period nothing remained on the
furface but a few fmall pieces, and thofe were fcattered at a confiderable dif-
tance from each other. Before that period they fay the copper lay on the
furface in fuch large heaps, that the Indians had nothing to do but turn it over,
and pick fuch pieces as would beft fuic the different ufes for which they in-

tended it.
5 thofe
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thofe people at the advanced price of one thoufand per
cent. ; they alfo pay in proportion, for knives, and every
other {maller piece of iron-work. For afinall brafs kettle
of two pounds, or two pounds and a half weight, they
pay fixty martins, or twenty beaver in other kinds of
furrs *. | If the kettles are not bruifed, or ill-ufed in any
other refpe@, the Northern traders have the confcience at
tinies to exa& fomething more. It is at this extravagant
price that all the Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians, who
traffic with our yearly traders, fupply thetfelves with
iron-work, &c.

From thofe two tribes our Northern Indians ufed
formerly to purchafe moft of the furrs they brought
to the Company’s Faftory; for their own country pro-
duced very few of thofe articles, and being, at that time,
at war with the Southern Indians, they were prevented
from penetrating far enough backwards to meet with
many animals of the fufr kind; fo that deer-fkins, and

‘Whatds meant hy Beaver in other kmd of furrs, muft be underftood as
follows: For the eafier tradmg with thesIndians, as well as for the more cor-
rectly keeping gheir accounts, the Hudfon's Bay Company have made a full-
grown beaver-fkin the ftandard by which they rate all other furrs, according
to their refpe@ive values.  Thus in feveral fpecies of furrs, one fkin is valued
at the rate of four beaver fkins; fome ac three, and others at two; whereas
thofe of an inferior quality are rated at one; and thofe of Rill lefs value con-
fidered fo iaferior to that of a beaver, that from fix to twenty of their {kins
are only valued: as ¢qua! to one beaver fkin in the way of trade, and do not
fetch one-fourth of the price at the London market, In this manner the term
« Made Beaver” ‘is to be underftood. . .

Aa . fuch
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fuch furrs as they could extort from the Copper and Dog-
ribbed Indians, compofed the whole of their trade ; which,
on an average of many years, and indeed till very lately,

feldom or ever exceeded fix thoufand Made Beaver
per annum.

At prefent happy it is for them, and greatly to the
advantage of the Company, that they are in perfeét peace,
and live in friendfhip with their Southern ‘neighbours.
The good effe& of this harmony is already fo vifible, that
within a few years the trade from that quarter has increafed
many thoufands of Made Beaver annually; fome years
even to the amount of eleven thoufand fkins*. Befide

the

Since this Journal was written, the Northern Indians, by annually vifiting
their Southern friends, the Athapufcow Indians, have contraéed the fmall-pox,
which has carried off nine-tenths of them, and particularly thofe people who
compofed the trade at Churchill Fattory. The few furvivors follow the ex-
ample of their Southern neighbours, and all trade with the Canadians, who
are’ fertled in the heart of the Athapufcow country: fo that a very few years
has proved my fhort-fightednefs, and that it would have been much more to
the advantage of the Compary, as well as have prevented the depoptlation
of the Northern Indian country, if ‘they had fill remuined at war with the
Southern tribes, and never attempted to better their fitustion. At the fame
timey it is impoffible to fay what increafe of trade might not, in time, have
arifen from a conftant and regular traffic with the different tribes of Copper
and Dog-ribbed Indians. But having been totally négleéted for feveral years,
they have now funk into their original barbarifini and extreme indigence; and
a war has enfued between the two' tribes, ‘for the fike of ‘the few remnants
of iron-work which was left among them; and the Dog-ribbed Indians were
fo numerous, and fo fuccefsful, as to deffroy almoft the whole race of the
Copper Indians.

While
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the advantage arifing to the Company from this increafe,
the poor Northern Indians reap innumerable benefits fram
a fine and plentiful country, with the produce of” which
they annually load themfelves for trade, without giving the
Jeaft offence to the proper inhabitants.

Several attt*.mpts have been made to induce the Copper
and Dog-ribbed Indians to vifit the Company’s Fort at
Churchill River, and for that purpofe many prefents have
been fent, but they never were attended with any fuccefs.
And though feveral of the Copper Indians have vifited
Churchill, in the capacity of fervants to the Northern
Indians, and were generally fent back loaded with prefents
for their countrymen, yet the Northern Indians always
plundered -them of the whole foon after they left the
Fort. This kind of treatment, added to the many incon-
veniencies that attend fo long a journey, are great obftacles
in their way ; otherwife it would be as poffible for them
te bring their own goods to market, as for the Northern In~
dians togo fo far to purchafe them on their own account,

the 1was wrmng this Note, 1.was. mformcd by. fome Northern Indians,
that the few which remain of the Copper tribe have found their way to one of
the Canadian houfes in the Athapufcow.. Indians country, where they get fupplied

with every thing at lefs, or about half. the price they were formerly obligedto

gwc, fo that the few furviving Northern Indians, as well as the Hudfon’s Bay
Company, bave now . loft every fhadow of any finure trade from that quarter,
unlefs the Company will eftablith & ferclement wuh the Athapufcow country,

and snderfell the Canadians.
Aaa2 and
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and have the {fame diftance to bring them as the firft pro-
prietors would have had. But it is a political fcheme of
our Northern traders to prevent fuch an intercourfe, as it
would greatly leflen their confequence and emolument.
Superftition, indeed, will, in-all probability, be a lafting
barrier againft thofe people ever having a fettled communi-
cation with our Fa@ory ; as few of them chufe to travel
in countries fo remote from their own, under a pretence
that the change of air and provifions (though exadtly the
fame to which they are accuftomed) are highly prejudicial
to their health; and that not one out of three of thofe
who have undertaken the journey, have ever lived to
return. The firft of thefe reafons is evidently no more
than grofs fuperftition ; and though the latter is but too
true, it has always been owing to the treachery and cruelty
of the Northern Indians, who took them under their pro-
tection.

It is but a few years fince, that Captain Keelthies, who
is frequently mentioned: in this' Journal, took twelve of
thefe -people under his charge, all heavy laden with the
mof} valuable furrs; and long before they arrived at the
Fort, heand the reft of his crew had got all the furrs
from them, in payment for provifions for theis fupport,
and obliged them to carry the furrs.on their account,’

On their arrival at Prince of Wales's Pﬁi‘t, Keelthies

laid claim to great merit for havmg brought thofe ftsangers,
{o
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{o richly laden, to the Fafory, and affured the Gavernor
that he might, in future, expeé& a great increafe in trade
from that quarter, through his intereft and affiduity. One
of the firangers was dubbed with the name of Captain,
and treated accordingly, while at the Fort; that is, he
was drefled out in the beft manner; and at his departure,
both himfelf and all ‘his countrymen were loaded with
prefents, ip hopes that they would not only repeat the
vifit themfelves, but by difplaying fo much generofity,
many of their countrymen would be induced ‘to accom-

pany them.

"There feems to be great propriety in the condué of the
Governor * on this occafron ; but however well-intended,
it had quite the contrary effe@, for Keelfhies and the reft
of his execrable gang, not content with fharing all the
furrs thofe poor people had carried to the Fort, deter-
mined to get alfo all the European goods that had been

given to them by the Governor. As neither Keelfhics.

ner:any of -his' gang had the courage to kill the Copper

Indians, they ‘concerted a deep-laid fcheme for their de-

firudtion;. which was to leave them on an iflaad.. With

this view, when they got to the propofed: {pot, the N orth-.

ern Indians took ‘care to have'all the baggage belonging to
the Gopp-e r Indians ferried acrofs to the main, and having

ftripped:‘them of fuch parts of their clothing as they

Mr. Mofes Norton, _
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thought worthy their notice, went off with all the canoes,
Jeaving them all behind on the ifland, where they perifhed
for want. When I was on my journey to the Fortin June one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two, I faw the bones
of thofe poor people, and had the.foregoing account from
my guide Matonabbee ; but it was not made known to the
Governor for fome years afterward, for fear of prejudicing

him againft Keelfhies..

A fimilar circumftance had nearly happened to a Copper
Indian who accompanied me to the Fort in one thoufand
feven hundred and feventy-two : after we were all ferried
acrofs Seal River, and the poor man’s bundle of furrs on
the South-fide, he was left alone on the oppofite fhore ;
and no one except Matonabbee would go over for him.
The wind at that time blew fo hard, that Matonabbee
firipped himfelf quite naked, to be ready for fwimming
in cafe the canoe fhould overfet; but he {foon brought the
Copper Indian fafe over, to the no fmall mortification of
the wretch who had the charge of him, and who would
gladly have poﬂeﬁ'ed the bundle of furrs at the expence
of the poor man’s life.

When the Northern Indiags returned from the Fadory

that year, the above Copper Indian put himflf under the
prote@ion of Matonabbee, who accompgaied him as far

North as the latitude 64°, where thcy'faw fome Ccpper
Indians, among whom was the young man’s father, igto
whofe
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whofe hands Matonabbee delivered him in good health,
with all his goods fafe, and in good order.

Soon after we had left the Copper-mine, there came on
a thick fog with rain, and at intervals heavy fhowers of
fnow. ' This kind of weather continued for, fome days;
and at times it was fo thick, that we were obliged to
ftop for feveral hours together, as we were unable to
fec our way, and the road was rcmarkabi'y rocky and
intricate.

At three o’clock in the morning of the twenty-fecond,
Matonabbee’s brother and one of the Copper Indians,
who had been firft difpatched a-head from Congecatha-
whachaga, overtook us. During their abfence they had
not difcovered any Indians who could have been ferviceable
to my expedition. They had, however, been at the Cop-
per River, and feeing fome marks fet up there to dire&
them to return, they had made the beft of their way, and
had not flept from the time they left the river till they
joined us, though the diftance was not lefs than a hundred
miles. ‘When they arrived we were afleep, but we foon
awakened, and began to proceed on our journey. That
day we walked forty-two miles; and in our way paffed

Buffalo Lake: at night, we put up about the middle of

the Stony Mountains,  The weather was exceffively hot
and fulery.
On
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On the twenty-third, the weather continued much the
fame as on the preceding day. Early in the morning we
fet out, and walked forty-five miles the firft day, during
which the Indians killed feveral fine fat buck deer.

About one o’clock in the morning of the twenty-fourth,
we ftopped and took a little refrefhment, as we had alfo
done about noon the prcccdmg day ; but thc Indians had
been fo ]on;_, from their wives and families, that they pro-
mifed not to fleep till they faw them, efpecially as we were
then in fight of the hills of Congecathawhachaga, where
we had left the laft of them. After refting about an
hour, we proceeded on our way, and at {ix in the morning

arrived at Congecathawhachaga; when, to our great difap-

pointment, we found thatall our women had got fet acrofs
the river before the Copper Indians left that part; {o that
when we arrived, not an Indian was to be found, except
an old man and his family, who had arrived in our ab-
fence, and was waiting at the croffing-place with fome
furrs for Matonabbee, who:was fo nearly related to the
old man as to be his fon-in-law, having one of his daughters
for a wife. The old' man had another with hzm, who

was alfo offered to the great man, but not accepted.

Our ftay at this place. may be faid to have been of very
fhort duration; foron fecing a largc fmkc tol‘hc SouthWard

we immediately crofied the river, and walked tcwards it,
6 when
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when we found that the women Hhd indeed been there
fome days before, but were gone; and at their departure
had fet the mofs on fire, which was then burning, and
occafioned the fmoke we had feen. By this time the
afternoon was far advanced ; we purfued, however, our
courfe * in the direcion whmh the women took, for
their track we could ecafily difcover in the mofs. We
had not gone far, before we faw another {moke at a
great diftance, for which we fhaped our courfe; and,
notwithftanding we redoubled our pace, it was cleven
o’clock at night before we reached it; when, to our
great mortification, we found it to be the place where
the women had {lept the night before; having in the
morning, at their departure, fet fire to the mofs which
was then burning.

The Indians, finding that their wives were fo near as
to be within one of their ordinary day’s walk, which fel-
dom exceeded ten or twelve miles, determined not to
reft till they had joined them. Accordingly we purfued
our courfe, and about two oclock in the morning of the
the twenty-fifth, came up with fome of the women, who
had then pitched their tents by the fide of Cogead Lake.

From our leaving the Copper-mineRiver to this time we
had travelled fo hard, and taken fo little reft by the way,
that my feet and legs had fwelled confiderably, and I had
become quite ftiff at the ankles. In this fituation I kad
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{o little power to dire® my fcet when walking, that I
frequently knocked them againft the flones with fuch force,
as not only to jar and diforder them, but my legs alfo;
and the nails of my toes were bruifed to fuch a degree,
that feveral of them feftered and dropped off. To add
to this mifhap, the fkin was entirely chafed off from the
tops of both my feet, and between every toe; fo that the
fand and gravel; which I could by no means exclude,
irritated the yaw parts fo much, that for a whole day before
we arrived at the women’s tents, I left the print of my feet
in blood almoft at every ftep I took. Several of the In-
dians began to complain that their feet alfo were fore ; but,
on examination, not one of them was the twentieth part in
fo bad a ftate as mine.

This being the firft time I had been in fuch a fituation,

- or feen any body toot-foundered, I was much alarmed,

and under great apprehenfions for the confequences.
Though I was but little fatigued in body, yet the'excru.
ciating pain I fuffered when walking, had fuch an effe&
on my {pirits, that if the Indians had continued to travel
two or three days longer at that unmerciful rate, I muft
unavoidably have been left behind ; for my feet were in
many places quite honey-combed, by the dirt and gravel
cating into the raw flefh.

As foon as we arrived at the women’s tents, the

firft thing I did, was to wafh and clean my feet in
warm
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warm water; then I bathed the fwelled parts with {pirits
of wine, and dreflfed thofe that were raw with Turner’s
cerate ; foon after which I betook myfelf to reft. As we
did not move on the following day, I perccived that
the fwelling abated, and the raw parts of my feet werc
not quite fo much inflamed. This change for the better
gave me the ftrongeft aflurance that reft was the principal
thing wanted to effeé a fpeedy and complete cure of my
painful, though in reality very fimple diforder, (foot-found-
ering,) which I had before confidered to be an affair of the
greateft confequence.

Reft, however, though effential to my {peedy recovery,
could not at this time be procured ; for as the Indians were
defirous of joining the remainder of their wives and families
as foon as poflible, they would not ftop even a fingle day;
{o that on the twenty-feventh we again began to move
and though they moved at the rate of eight or nine miles
a day, it was wn;h the utmoft difficulty that I could follow
them. Indeed the weather proved remarkably fine and
pleafant, and the ground was in general pretty dry, and frec
from ftones; which contributed greatly to my eafe in
walking, and enabled me to keep up with the natives.

On the thirty-firt of July, we arrived at the place
where the wives and families of my companpions had been
ordered to wait our return from the Copper-mine River.
Here we found feveral tents of Indians; but thofe be-
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Jonging to Matonabbee, and fome others of my crew, had
not arrived. We faw, however, a large fmoke to the
Eaftward, which we fuppofed had been ‘made by them,
as no other Indians were expeéted from that quarter.
Accor&ingly, the next morning, Matonabbee fent fome
of his young men in queft of them, and on the fifth,
they all joined us; when, contrary to expe&atlon, a great
number of other Indians were with them ; in all, to the
amount of morc than forty tents. Among’ thofe In-
dians, was the man who Matonabbee ftabbed when we
were at Clowey. With the greateft fubmiffion, he led
his wife to Matonabbee’s tent, fet her down by his fide,
and retired, without faying a word. Matonabbee took no
notice of her, though fhe was bathed in tears ; and by de-
grees, after reclining herfelf on her elbow for fome time,
the lay down, and, fobbing, faid, fee’d dinne, [ee'd dinne!
which is, My hufband, my hufband! On which Mato-
nabbee told her, that if fhe had refpe@ed him as fuch,
fhe would not have run away from him ; and that the was
at liberty to go where fhe pleafed. On which fhe got up,
with feeming relutance, though moft affuredly with a
light heart, and returned to her former hufband’s tent.

CHAP.
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CHAFP VI

Remarks from the Time the Women joined us till our
Arrival at the Athapufcow Lake.

Several of the Indians fick—Method nfed by the conjurers to relieve
one man, who recovers,—Matonabbee and bis crew proceed 1o the
South Wet—Mboft of the other Tndians feparate, and go their re-
fpeltive ways.—Pafs by White Stone Lake.~Many deer killed merely
Jor their fins.—~Remarks thercon, and on the deer, refpecting feafons
and places—Arrive at Point Lake.~One of the Indian’s wives being
Sick, is left bebind to perifh above-ground.~Weather very bad, but decr
plenty.—Stay fome time at Point Lake lo dry meat, &e—Winter [et
in.—Superflitious cuffoms obferved by my companions, after they bad
killed the Efguimaux at Copper River-—d vidlent gale of wind over-
Sets my tent and breaks my quadrant—Some Copper and Dog-ribbed In-
dians join us.—Indians propofe to go to the Athapufcow Country to kil
moofe.—Leave Point Lake, and arrive at the wood's cdge.—~Adrrive at
Anawd Lake~—~Tranfultions there—Remarkable inflance of a man
being cured of the palfey by the conjurers—Leave Anawd Lake.—~Adr-
rive at the great dthapufcow Laks.

EVERAL of the Indians being very ill, the conjurers, 1771,
who are always the do&ors, and pretend to perform “Zooi”
great cures, began to try their fkill to effe@t their re-
covery. Here it is neceflary to remark, that they ufe no
medicine either for internal or external complaints, but
perform all their cures by charms. In ordinary cafcs,
{ucking the part affected, blowing, and finging to it;

haugh-
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haughing, fpitting, and at the fame time uttering a heap
of unintelligible jargon, compofe the whole procefs of
the cure. For fomc inward complaints ; fuch as, griping
in the inteftines, difficulty of making water, &c, it
is very common to fce thofe jugglers blowing into the
anus, or into the parts adjacent, till their eyes are almoft
ftarting out of their heads: and this operation is per-
formed indifferently on all, without regard either to age
or fex. The accumulation of fo large a quantity of
wind is at times apt to occafion fome extraordinary emo-
tions, which are not cafily fupprefled by a fick perfon ;
and as there is no vent for it but by the channel through
which it was conveyed thither, it fometimes occafions an
odd fcene between the docor and hispatient ; which I once
wantonly called an engagement, but for which I was af-
terward exceedingly forry, as it highly offended feveral of
the Indians ; particularly the juggler and the fick perfan,
both of whom were men I much efteemed, and, except
in that moment of levity, it had ever been no lefs my,
inclination than my intereft to fhew them every refpedt
that my fituation would admit.

I have often admired the great pains thefe jugglers take to
deceive their credulous countrymen, while at the fame time
they are indefatigably induftrious and perfevering in their
efforts to relieve them.  Being naturally not very delicate,
they frequently continue their windy procefs fo long, that [
have more than once feen the docor quit his patient with his
face and breaft in a very difagreeable condition. However

laugh-



