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laughahle this may appear to an European, ctll1:om make, 
it very indecent, in their opinion, to turn any thing of the 
kind to ridicule. 

When a friend for whom they have a particular regard 
is, as' they fuppofe, dangeroul1y ill, bdi.de the above 
methods, they have recourfe to aliother very extraordinary 
piece of fuperl1:ition; which is 110 Ids than thon that of 
pretending to {wallow hatchets, ice-chi.'!rels, broCld bayo
nets, knives, and the like; out of a fuperl1:itious notion 
that undertaking fuch defperate fcats will have fome in
fluence in appealing death, and proc'llre a rcfJ)ite for their 
patient. 

On fuch extraordinary occaGons a conjuring- houfe is 
erected, by driving the ends of fom long fmall l1:icks, or 

poles, into the ground at right angles, fo as to form a 
fquare of four, Jive, lix, or [even feet, as nuy be required. 
:The tops of the poles are tied together, and all is clofe 
covered with a tent-cloth or other /kin, ex:tc'lly ii., th~ 

fhape of a {mall [quare tent, except that there ;s no va
cancy left at the top to admit the light. In the middle 
of this houfe, or tent, the patient' is laid, and is Coon fol
lowed by the conjurer, or conjurers. Sometimes fivc 
or lix of dIem give their joint-affil1:ancc; but before they 
enter, they I1:rip themfelves quite naked, and as foon as 
they get into the houfe, the door being well elored, they 
kneel round the lick perf on or perfons, and begin to ruck 

and 
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'" lei blow at the parts affetl:ed, and then in a very !hart fpace 
of time fing and talk as if converfing with familiar [pirits, 
which they fay appear to them in the !hape of different 
beafis and birds of prey. When they have had fufficient 
conference witl} thofe necelfary agents, or , ihadows, as 
they term them, , tliey alk for the hatchet, bayonet,' or the 
like, which, is always prepared by another perf on, with 
a long firing faficned to it by the haft, for thf! conveni
ence of hauling ~,up again after they have fwallowed it; 
for they very wifely admit this to be a very necelfary pre
caution, as hard and compatl: bodies, fuch as iron and 
fieel, would be ve';' difficult to digefi, even by the men 
who are enabled to {wallow them. Betides, as thofe tools 
are in tllemfelves very ureful, arid not always to be pro
cured, it would be very ungenerous in the conjurers to 
<ligefi them, when it is known that barely fwallowing 
them and hauling them up 'again is fully fufficient to an
fwei everv Duroofc that is expected from 'them. 

At' the time 'when th,e forty ~nd ' odd ' tents of Indians 
joined 1lS, one manwas ' fo ·d~l1ghouay ' m, that i( was 
thought necd13.ry the conjurers ihouldu;fe fome ofthofe 
wonderful experime*S fOe ,his ' recovery; "one 'of them 
therefore immediately ' cOnfented to, ' fwalI9w': a ' I)i-"Oad 
bayonet. Act:ordi~gly;" a FonjUring:h6hl'{w~ er'eited in 
the manner itbOve 'ilfftrl!X:d" ,into':~#:~l~j~~'p'aiicrit:~al 
conveyed, and he Wiif rooh' to~ea~% ~ii&.njuri:r, " wIii;; 
after a long preparatcry difcoili'f~ <:and~i:: neceffilry ' can-
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I"rence with hi, familiar [pirit" or iliadows, as they call 
them, advanced to the door and afked for the bayonet, 
which was then ready prepared, by hal' ing a firing fafiened 
to it, and a Diort piece of wood tied to the other end of 
the firing, to prevent him from [wallowing it. I conld 
not help 'ob[crving that the length of the bit of wood was 
not more than the breadth of the bayonet: however, a< 
it an{wered ,he intended purpofo, it did equally well as if 
it had been as long as a handfpike. 

Though I am not {a credulous as to believe that the 
conjurer abfolutely {wallowed the bayonet, yet I mufi ac
knowledge that in the twinkling of an eye he conveyed it 
to-God knows where; and the {mall piece of wood, or 
one cxacHy like it, was confined clore to his teeth. He 
then paraded backward and forward before the conjuring
houfe for a iliort time, when hc!llfeigned to be greatly dii~ 
ordered in his fiomach and bowels; and, after making many 
w~y faces, andgroaningmofi hideouily, he put"his body into 
[evcral difiorted'i1ttitudes, very [uitable to the oecation. He: 
then returned to the do.or of the conjuring-hOll fe, and aftcT 
making many firong elForts to vomit, by the help of tiw 
firing he at length, and after tugging at it fOllle time, pro .. 
duced the bayonet, which apparently he hOllled out of hi, 
mouth, to the no [mall [urprize of all prcfcllt. He thCll 
looked round with an air of exultation, and ilrutted into 
the conjuring-houfe, where he renewed his incantations, 
and continued them without intermiffion twenty-four hours. 
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Though I was not clofe to his elbow when he performed 
the above fcat, yet I thought myfclf ne~r enough (and I 
can afrurc my readers I was all attention) to have detected 
him. Indeed I l11uO: confds that it appeared to me to be 
a very nice picce of deception, efpecially as it was per
formed by a man quite naked. 

Not long after this /light-of-hand work wa.s over, fome 
of the Indians a/ked me what I thought of it; to which 
I anfwered, that I was too far off to fee it [0 plain as I 
could will]; which indeed was no more than the firictefi 
truth, becaufe I was not near enough to detect the decep
tion . The lick man, however, [oon recovered; and in a 
few days afterwards we left that place and' proceeded to 
the South Wefi. 

y,h. On the ninth of Au~fi, we once more purfued our 
journey, and continued our courfe in the South Wefi quar
ter, generally walking about feven or eight miles a d~y . 

All the Indians, however, who had been in our company, 
except twelve tents, firuc:': off different ways. As to 
my[elf, having had [everal days refi, my feet wcre com
pletely healed, though the ficin remained very tender for 
fome time. 

'9,h-'5th. From the nineteenth to the twenty-fifth, we walked by 
the lide of Thaye-chuck -gyed Whoie, or Large White
fione Lake, which is aoout forty miles long from the North 

Eafi 
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Eall: to the South Well:, but of ,·cry un("qu;ll bre,d th. A 
river from the North Well: /ide of this 10kc i, f.~id to run 
in a [erpentine manner a long way to the Wdlword; and 
then tending to the Northward, compofes the main branch 
of the Copper-mine River, " h" been already mentioned; 
\vhich may or · may not be true. It is certain, however, 
that there arc many rivulets which empty themrdl"cs i!lto 

this lake from the South Eall:; but as they are all fmall 
Il:reams, they may probably be no more than what is fuf· 
ficicnt to fupply the conllant decreafe occa/idned By the 
exhalations, which, during the /hort Sum",er, fo high a 
Northern latitude always affords. 

Deer were very plentiful the whole way; the Indians 
killed great numbers of them daily, merely for the fake of 
their /kins; and at this time of the year their pelts are it: 
good [cafon, and the hair of a proper length for clothing. 

T.he great dell:ru8:ion which is made of the deer in thofe 
p:u-ts at this feafon of the year only, is almoll: incredible; and 
as they are never known to have. more than onc y.oung one at 
a time, it is wonderful they do not become fcarce: but [0 

far is this from being the cafe, that the oldell: Northern In
dian in all their tribe will affirm that the deer are as plen
tiful now as they ever have been; and though th(·y arc 
remarkably fcarce [orne years near Churchill river, yet it 
is [aid, and with great probability of truth, that they arc 
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IllNe plentiful in other parts of th~ country than they lVen: 
formerly. The [careity or abundance of thefe animals in 
different places at the (ame (ea(on is eaufed, in a great 
meafure, by the winds which prevail for rome time before; 
for the deer are [uppo(ed by the natives to walk always in 
the direCtion from which the wind blows, cxc~pt when 
they migrate from Eall: to Well:, or from Well: to Eall:, in 
fearch of the oppolite [ex, for the purpo(e of propagating 
their fpecics. . 

It requires the primc paIr of the !kins of from eight to 
ten deer to' make a complete (uit of warm clothing for a 
grown perron during the Winter; all of which fhould, if 
pollible, be killed in the month of Augull:, or early in 
September; for after that time the hair is too long, and 
at the fame time (0 loo(c in the pelt, that it will drop off 
with the flightell: injury. 

, 
Belide there !kins, which mull: be in the hair, each per

(on requires (everal others to be dreffed into leather, f~r 
ftockings and fhoes, and light Summer clothing; (everal 
more are alfo wanted in a parchment ftate, to make cIewla 
as they call it, or thongs to make netting for their (now
iliacs, (nares for deer, [ewing for their fledges, and, in 
faCt, for every other ufe where ftrings or lines of any kind 
are required: [0 that each perron, on an average, expends, 
in tlie eourfe of a year, upwards of twenty deer !kins in 
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clothing and other domefiic ufes, ~xclufIVe of tent cloths, 
bags, and many other things which it is impoilible to re
member, and unnecelTary to enumerate. 

All /kins for the above-mentioned purpofes are, if 1'0[

lible, procured between the beginn,ing of Augufi and the 
middle of Oaoher; for when the rutting !eafon is over, 
and the Winter fets in, the deer-/kins are not only 
very thin, 'but in general full of worms and warbles; 
which render them of little ufe, unlefs it bt to cut into 
fine thongs, of which they make liiliing-nets, and nets 
for the heels and toes of their fnow-iliocs. Indeed the 
chief ufe that is made of them in Winter is for the 
purpofe of food; and really when the hair is properly 
taken off, and all the warbles are fqucezed out, if they are 
well-boiled, they are far from being difagreeable. The 
Indians, however, never could perfuadc ' me to eat the 
warbles, of which fome of them are remarkably fond, 
par~icl.llarly the children. They arc always eaten raw 
and alive, out of the /kin; and are [ ,id, by thofe who 
like them, to be as fine as gllofeberrics. But the , very 
idea of eating fuch things, exclufive of their appearance, 
(many of them being as large as. the 111'11: joint of the 
little finger,) was quite fulIicient to give me an un
alterable difgull: to fueh a repall:; and when I acknow
ledge that the wa, bles out of the deers hacks, and the do
mefiic lice, were the only two things I ever faw my com-
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ponions cat, of which J could not, or did not, partake, 1 
trult I il,all not be reckoned over-delicate in my appetite. 

The month of October is thc rutting kafon with the 
deer in thofe parts, and after the time of their courtlhip 
is over, the bucks [eparate from the does; the for!Uer pro.! 
ceed to the Wefiward, to take ihdter in the woods during 
the Winter, and the latter keep out in the barren ground 
the whole year. This, though a general rule; is not with
out forne exceptions; for I have frequently fcen many does 
in the woods, though they bore no proportion to the 
number of bucks. This ruJe, therefore, only fiands good 
refpec9:ing the deer to the North of Churchill River; for 
the deer to the Southward Jive prornifcuouilyamong the 
woods, as well as in the plains, and along the banks of 
rivers, lakes, Me. the whole year. 

The old buck's horns are very large, with many 
branches, and always drop olf in the month of .Noyem
ber, which is about the time they begin to~ approach' the 
woods. This is undoubt~dly wifely ordered by Provi
dence, the better to enable them to efcape from their ene
mies through the woods; othcrwife they would become 
an eafy prey to wolves and other beafis, and be liable to 
get entangled among the trees, even in ranging about in 
[earch of food. The [arne opinion may probably be ad
mitttd of the Southern deer, which always refide among 

the 
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tpe woods ; but the Northern decr, though hy rar thc 
fmalldl in this country, have much the largdl horns, and 
the branches are fo long, and at the fame time fpread (0 

wide, as to make them more liable to be entangled among 
'the under-woods, than any other fpecies of deer that I 
have noticed. The young bucks in thofe parts do not 
fhed their horns fo foon as thc old ones: I have frequently 
feen them killed at or near Chrifimas, and could difcover 
no appearance of their horns being loofe. The does do 
not fhed their horns till the Summer; fo that when the 
buck's horns are ready to drop oH~ thehorns of the does 
are all hairy, and fcarcely come to their full growth. 

The deer in thofc parts arc generally in motion from 
Eafi to Weft, or from Weft to Eaft, according to the 
feafon, or the prevailing winds; and that is the principal 
reafon why the Northern Indians are always fhifting their 
ft~ , From November till May, the bucks continue 
to the Wefiward, among the woods, when theIr horns be
gin to fprout; after which tbey proceed on to thc Eaft
ward, to the barren grounds; and the does that have been 
011 the barren ground all the Winter, arc taught by1nfiinCl: 
to advance to the Weftward to meet them, in order to 
propagate their fpecies. Immediately after the rutting 
feafon is over, they feparate, as hath been mentioned above. 
The old vulgar faying, fo generally received among the 
lower clafs of people in England, concerning the bucks 
fhedding their yards, or more properly the glands of the 
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In!. pmis, yearly, whether it be true in England or lOot, is cer
~ 

A'g,iI . tainly not true in any of the countries bOf( \cring on Hud-
{on 's Bay. A long refidencc among the Indians has enabled 
me to confirnl this aflertion with great confidence, as I 
have {een deer killed every day throughout the' y~ar; and< 
when I have men tioned this circumfbnct to the India!;s, 
either Northern or Southern, they always ,,!li.J1ul me that 
they never obferved any fuch fymptoll1s. \Vith cg\Ld tmth 
I can a!lert; and that from ocular dcmonfhaliol1, that the 
animal which is called the Alpi "c Hare in lTud/olI 's ll;,y, 
actually undergoes fomething fimibr to that whieh is vul
garly aferibed to the Englifh deer. I have {cen and lundlcd 
feveral of them, who had been killed jufi after they had 
coupled in the Spring, with the penifes hanging out, dried 
up, and fhrivelled, like the navel-firing of young animals; 
and on examination I always found a pJffilge through them 
for the urine to pafs. I have thought proper to give thi, re
mark a place in my Journal, bccaufe, in aU prob~bi1ity, 

it is not generally known, even to thofe gentlemen ~'Jio 
have made natural hifiory their chief fiudy; and if their 
refearches are of any real utility to mankind, it is furely to 
be regretted that Providence fhould have placed the greatell: 
part of them too remote from want to be obliged to travel 
for ocular proofs of what they a!lert in their publica
tions; they arc therefore wife! y conten t to fiay at home, 
and enjoy the blelIings with ,which they arc endowed, 
refling fatisfied to collect fuch information for their own 
amufement, and the gratification of the public, as thofe 
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wh? are neceqitatccl to be travellers are able or willing to 
give them. ' It is tr'ue, and 1 am forry it is fo,that I come 
uncle; the latter dcfcription; but hope I have not, odhall 
not, in the cour[e of tIus Journal, advance any thing that 
will not 'f1:and the tell.of experinient, and the !kill of the 
mo!l:coinpetent judges. 

After )e'aving ,White Stone 'Lake, we continued our 
• I . . 

couTfe in the South Well quarter, feldom walking more 
tha!,! twelve miles a .clay, and frequently' not half that 
di!l:art.ce. 

On the third of September, we arrived at a fmall river 
belonging to ' Point Lake, but the weather at this time 
p~o~ed.lR ,bOif1:erous, and the~e was [0 muc)J. rain, fi\ow, 
and.frofr,a1t~rnately, tnatwe were obliged to waitJelfcr"l 

.... , . ", (.'." . 

days befor~ "Yt;, c(,ul~ c:of,s it in 'our canoes; an~ the water 
w<J,S'too .deep" ,.atid tbe cun;erit 'foo rapid; to attempt ford

;~~~" i 'pffii~" iYi;int~~~p~ion; ' h()wever ,our' time was 
.!1ot~n;t.i!dY~l9,ff! a~jlc;.ei:.wCtffo p\e'riti'ful that the Indians 
lroiJl£4 tl:~*l~i~ei:1, ~ ~~rn9i:thc (a~e of their !kins, 

:;1~~~{t.~;U~1£;<;~{.iye:~~I;~: ::i:~~ 
,th~y,.ar~&~P1~ . . 

. '." ".' 

YliIJ.(t~" 6eth!: ·te~thi .the weather became 
.'~~~¥§4~t6;~Ec~".\f4i 1f(:\~ej.e fetriel! ' acrors' the 
:~er~ > artdtb'~ , next 'morninglliaped our courfe to the 
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North "Vdl:, by the lide of Point Lake. After three days 
j uurney, which only confifted of 'about eighteen miles, 
we came to a· few [mall fcrubby woods, which were the 
t'irfi that we had [cen from the twenty-fifth of May, ex
cept thofe we had perceived at the Copper-mine River. 

One of the Indian's wives, who for fame time had 
been in a' con[umptioll, had for a few days paft become fo 
weak as to be incapable of travelling, which, among thofe 
people, is the' moil: deplorable fiate to which a human be
ing can poflibJ y be brought. Whether lhe had been given 
over by the doCtors, or that it was for want of friends 
among them, I cannot tell, but certain it is, that no ex
pedients were taken for her recovery; [0 that, without 
much ceremony, lhe was left unaflifted, to periih above~ 
ground. 

Though this was the full: inf1:ance of the kind I had 
fcen, it is the common, and indeed the conf1:ant pr~alc'e " 
of thofe Indians; fdr .whena grown perf6nis fQ ill, e[pe
dally in. the Summei,: as. ner to. be able "to walk, and 
too heavy to be carried, they ray it i. better to Jeav.e one . 
who is paft recoA:; i:han for the. whole family to f;t 
down by them a~ve to death; well kllowi~g . . th~ 
they cannot be of any fcrvice to the :>.£lliCted, .. \i.f'n ·tbofe . 
occalions, therefore, the friend's 'or rela.tiqn~ .:<lri:he lick 
generally leave them ronit viCtuals Qnd wat~i; ;nd, if the 
Iituation of the place ;will alFard it; alitde'£ring. Whell 
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thore .articles are provided, . the perfon to be left is ac
quam ted with the road which the others intend to go; 
arid"then, after covering them \vell up with deer /kins, 
f!!! c. they take theidea"le, and walk away crying. 

Sometimes perfons thus left, recover; and come lip with 
their .friends, or wander about till they meet with other . . 
Indians, wholIl they accompany till they again join 
their relations. lilftances of this kind are feldom known. 
The poor w,?rnan above mentioned,however, came up 
with us 'three fevyral times, after having been left in 
the manner defcribed. At Icngth, poor creature I ale 
dropt' behlnd, and no one attempted to go. back in {carch 
of her . . 

A cuftom ap.pareatly " unnatural is pc .aps not to be 
found among any other of the human race: if properly 
confidered, however, it may with jullice be afcribed to 
n~"nrty and ' feif-pIHervation, rather than 'to the want of 
humanity. and focial feeling, which ought to be the cha
raCteri!lic . of IIlCil, . as the noblen part of the . creation. 
Necellity; add~. , to national c.ullom, contributes prin
cipally toihakt: (oe,n.es, of~hi~ ,kind~ l~fs~ocking to thofe 

. peopl~. · tha? they mun appear;to fhe more civilizcd part 
of iTiiU\kind. 

:Ou~;ni the early rart ,of September, the weather was in 
gell~ral cold, with much /leet atld fnow; which 'feemcd to 
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promiit: tint the Winter would f~t ill early, Deer a~ this 
,; IIlC being yel} pkntiful', and the fC,w,woods we met :with 
,!/Tordlog tent-poles and fwing, ,the Indians propofed ' to 
rcn1ain w here we were f0111c ·tilne, ... ·in order to drefs lkins, 
;\!ld p1\)\'idc otl r ' Vintcr clothing; alfo to make fnO\v-fhoes 
and temporary Hedses, as well as to.prepare 'a Jargl' quan
ti ty of dried meat and fat to carry with us; for by the 
account, of th,c Indians" they h«ve ruways experienced a 
great fcarcity of deer, and every 'other -kind of game, in 
the direction they propofed we fhould go when we left 
Poin t Lake, 

Toward th'eJniJdle 9f the month, the weather became 
quite mild and open, and continued fo till the end of it; 
but there W;jS fo muchconftant and incdrant rain, tllot it 
rotted moll: of our tents. On the twenty-eighth, how
ever, the wind {cttled in- the North Weft quarter, when 
the weather grew fo col<i, that ' by the ,thirtieth all the 
ponds, lakes, and other 'ftandiRg wate'rs, Were,' frozr.," 'v.er 
fo hard, that we were" ena~led ,'tp" Cr()fs them '9n th~ iec 
without danger. 

Among the variousfuperftitious cuftoms o(Wofc;, p~ple, 
it is worth remarking·, aqd ought to have be.eil ,rnentloned 

. ~""r .... 1. "y .l 

in it; proper place, that ,im~e~iat~lr, after,my fOlI:ii>aWons 
had killed the Efquimaux at the, CoPper. Rt~e!-. th~y :con
fidercd them~lvcs ,nalbite of, ~f\,c~~[\i¥~; ~vhich iP4~~ed 
thetn to prachfe fome very ,cur~oll§~d ,:ytlurual cerem,oI.1Jcs. 
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In the /irfi place, all who were :lbfolutdy concerned ill 
, the murder were prohibited from cooking any kind of 

viCtuals"either for themfdves or others. As IUcki'ly there 
were two in Ctlmpany ~11O had nbt fhed blood, they were 

. employed always as cool<s till we joined the women. Thi , 
cirC'iJmfiance was exceedingly favourable on my /ide; for 
had there been no per'fons of the above defCription in 
compally;that t~Ik, : I was told, 'would have fall en on me ; 
which wO~lld have been ilO Iefs fatiguing ilnd troublcfome, 
t-han humiliating and vexatious. ' 

When the viCtuals were cooked, all the murderers 
took a kind of red earth, ' or oker, 'and painted all the 
fpace between the nofe and chin, as well as the great" 
part of their , cheeks, almoil: to the ears, before they would 
taik' a · bit; and, would hot drink out of any other diCh, 
or [moke out of any other pipe, but their own; and none of 
the pthers feemed willing to drink or {moke out of theirs. 

'. vyeha~ no [o,ojlerjoinedrhewomeil.; at our return from 
the .expcdi~ion, 'than t'here'feerned to be an univerr:~l {pirit 
ofemulatioti 'among them; vying who fhould iirfi make a 
{nit d[:Qrnaril\:ots,,for thQir hu1l>ands, which conJified of 
bra50~l~t,s fot 'thiwri:fisj,:a.,id a band for the forehead, eom

'fofe!l, ~l-wm:upino'qui1s,and \Iloofe-hair, curioufly wrought 
(1) lfat.h~r. 

, 

The"cJ,!Y6Q,{ of painting the . mouth, and , part of the 
~hecks befoi\: each meal" ~d drinking and f~oking out 
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of their own utenlils, was lhiCl:ly and invariably ohferved, 
till the Winter began to fet ' in; and during , the whole of 
that time they would never kifs any of their wives or 
children, They refrained alfo fwm eating'many parts of 
the deer and other animals, particularly the head, entrails, 
and blood; and during their unclcannefs, their ,·iCl:uals 
were never fqdden In water, but dried in the fun, eaten 
quite !,aw, or broiled, when a fi~e fitforth,epurpofe could 
be procured, ' '. " " ' 

When the time arrived that was to put an end to thefe 
ceremonies, the men, without ~ female being pre[ent, made 
a fire at [orne difiance from the tents; into which they threw 
all their ornaments, pipe-fiems, and dillies, which were 
foon confumed ,to allies; after which a fcall: was prepared, 
cOlllill:ing of fuch articles as'they had long been prohibited 
from cating; and when all was over, each man was at 
libery to eat, drink" and f~!,ke as he, pleared; and alfo 
to kifs his wives and child,rin a:t 'di{cretion, which tner 
{cemed to do with '~~re;.aRturesJhan thad ~ver knowp. 
them d'o it either before or'liriEe', 

OCl:ober c~me in 'v.~ry rhug~ly; attended with , heavy 
£'llls of fn,?",? andmuch:driFt. ' On thc 'uxthiti;igJ,lt, a. 
heavy gale of wind froin ' thi: 'North Wefipufus~'ili 'gfeat 
diforder; for though the few woods wepitlfcd hai£uini/hed 
us with tent-poles -and fewel, : ~etthey':did llor alford us 
the leaft theltcr what~ver; , TIi'e" wiiid 'blew with fucb 

.' .. ... '. 
violence, 
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violence, that in . fpite of all our endeavours, it overfct 
feveral of the tents, and mine, among tlle reft, lhared the 
difafter,- which I tannot fuilicicntly lament, as the but
ends of the weather teI\t-poles fell 011 the quadrant, 
and . th.ough . it was ill a ftrong wainfcot cafe, two of the 
bubbles, the index, and feveral other parts were broken, 
which rendered it entirely ufdef,. This being the cafe, 
I did not rhink it worth carriage, but broke it to pieces , 
and gave the brafs-work to the Indians, wh'o cut it into 
fmalliumps, and made ufe of it inftead of ball. 

., .... , 

On t~ twenty-third of OCtober, feveral Copper and 
a few dog-ribbed Indians cam~ to our tcnts. laden with 
fum, which thcy fold to fome of my crew for fuch iron
work as th'J had to give in exchange. This vilit, I af
terwards found, was by appointment of the Copper In
dians whom we had feen at Congecathawhachaga, and 
wh:()~i<>. their way to us, had met the Dog-ribbed Indians, 
who were , alfo glad of fo favourable an opportunity of 
purcha£ng ,cOmc of thoft! vaillable articles, though at a 
very extravagant price: fot onc of thc Indians in my com
pany, though not properly of my party, got no Ids than 
forty be~v~r . /kins, imd juty martins, far one piece of 
iron which. he had Il:ole whe,n he was lall: at the Fort". 

One 

• "The piece of iron above mentioned-was" [he coulter of a new-falhiontd 
plollsht. inv~ted by Captain John Fowler, -late Governor at Chun.hi ll Riv('r, 
with -which he had a large piece of ground plougllcd, and all(rwards Icwcd 

with 
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()ne of thofe {hangers had about forty beaver ikins, 
-with which he intended to pay Matonabbee an old debt; 
but one of the other Indians feized the . whole, notwith
Itanding he knew it ,to be in fact- Matonabbee's property. 
This treatment, together with many ,other infuhs,. which 
he had received ,during my .. abodc with him, made him re
new his old ' refolution of leaving his own country , and 
goinr; to refide with the Athapufcow Indians. 

As the molt interelting part of my journey was now 
OIU, I did not think it necdr.1ry to interfere in h.is wivate 
:tff:lirs; and therefore did not cndea,'our to ill~ncc him 
either one 'way or the other: out of complaifa,;c., there
fore, rather than any thing elfe, I told him, that I thought 
fueh behaviour very 1lI1COurtCOIlS, cfreeially in a man (.[ 
his rank and dignity. As to the reaJon of his determina
tion, I did not think it worth while to enquire into it; 
but, by his difeourfe with ·the other Jndi,ans, . I [~un-

- , . ' "'~ 

derltood tbat they all 'intended to" lIlak«:ane"c~£fli.'ln into 
the countr'yof the Athapilfcow Jndians, . in order to kiit 
moore and beavet; " l'heformer -oLthofeanimals are 
never found in the N'oJ'l:hern Indian -ter~itories; ami the 
latter arc fa [Clttte:ln'lh6(c NorthC)tn, pa,rts, tha,$, 9-~.~i\lgthe 
whole Winrer of OnetboufancHevenhlln~e9'\~afeven ty, 

. 6 _,' . , . 

with O:1.ts : but tne pa~t being ~a:tfiing ·'~t~ · ,~ ~hof~~dg · (ana, "like tbt"Sp:milh 
lints at Gibralt::.r, the fucccfs··-may:e4ili1y-:he . . gi:cirtd.j which w.as" .tha2: it did 
not produce a n~gJe grain. . '. r 

I did 
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1 did not fee more than two beaver houfes. Martins 
are :lIfo fcaree in Ihofe parts; for during the above 
period, I do not think that more than fix or eight were 
killed by all the ll\dians in my company. This exceed
ingly fmall number, among fo many people, may with 
great trtit>h be attributed to the indolence of the Indians, 
and the wandering life which they lead, rather than to 
the great (ca~citrof the,martins. It is true, that our mov
ing (0 frequently from place to place, did at times make 
it not an objed worth while to build traps; but had they 
taken the advantage of all favourable opportunities, and 
been po/fe/fed of hlilf the indul1:ry of the Company's kr
vants in the Bay, they might with great ea(e have caught 
as many hundreds, if not fome thoufands; and when we 
confider the extent of ground whieh we walked over in 
that time, fuch a number would not have.been any proof 
of the martins being very plentiful. 

Ex.:cpt a few martins; wolves, quiquehatches, foxes; 
and otters, are the ,chief fum to be met with in thofe parts, 
and feW ~f the Northern Iridian's c'hu(e to kill either the 
wolf or·.the quiquebatch, under a notion that they are 
[omethingmore i than c()mmon anim:!ls. Indeed, I have 
knpwn fome df them fo bigotted to this opinion, that 
having by} :hance killed a quiquehatch by a gun which 
l.id b!:en fetfora fox, they have left it where it was killed, 
and would ' )lot take off its ficin. Notwithllanding this 

. Be @~ 
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lilly notion, which is too frequently to be obferved among 
thofe people, it generally happens .that there are fame in 
every gang who are lefs fcrupulous, fo that none of thofe 
furrs are ever left to rot; and even thole who make a point 
of not killing the animals themfelves, are ready to -receive 
their /kins from other Indians', and carry 'them tp the F oit 
for trade. 

By the ,th~tieth of OCtober, all our cl6thing, fnow
/hoes, 'and temporary fledges, being completed, we once 
more began to prepare for moviIlg; and on the following 
day fet out, and walked five or fix I.niles to the South- , 
ward. 

From the lirft to the fifth of November we walked on 
the ice of a large lake, which, though very confiderable 
both in lengtlfand breadth, is not difiingui/hed by any 
general name; on which account I gave it the name of 
No Name Lake. On th,:SQP'tll f>c<ie of this lake.w.t found 
fome wood, which , wa'very aeccp4~le, being the -lirft 
that we had feen fm~ 'wdeft, Point Lilke. ' 

No Name Lak~ is,abolIt fifty mil~~ long from North to 
South, and, accof(iing tq, the accouIitofthe Indians, is thirty
five miles wide from Ellftto Well:. ' Itis' fakftoabound 
with line lifu; but . the wea~er at 't~','titPe~e ,croff'ed • . 
was f6 cold;';as ''to rendc;r i~ il1lpdmblejQ:~fit;;n ' the ice any 

length 
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length of time to ' angle. 
and [orne very large pike, 
compaDlons. 

A few exceedingl;. hlic trou t, 
however, were caught by m> 

When we arrived on' the South fide of the above lake, 
we lhaped our courfe toche South Weft; and though the 
weather was in general very. cold, yet as we every night 
found tufts pf wood, in which' we could pitch our tents, 
we were enabled to make a better defence againft the 
weather, thmwc had had it in our power ~o 'do for Come 
time paft. 

Z. I 1 

I .., ~ ~ . . . 
'-.-...J 
NO\'C ~llK I' . 

On the tenth of November, we arrived at the edge of lO'!'. 

of the main woods; at whieh time the Indians began to 
make proper fledges, Come {now-fhocs, &'c. after which 
we proceeded again to the South Well:. But deer and 
all other kinds of game were Co Cearce the whole way, that, 
except ~ few partridges, nothing was killed by any in com-
pany: we had, n~v~theleCs, plenty of the provifion which 
had been prepare(fa~ poin;t Lake· .. 

. '~. the twentieth. of the fame month, we arrived at zOlh. 
. " '. '. ;. f.-' 

Anaw'd Whoie, or the . Indian Lake. In our way we 
. '. '-' " . . "'" . 

croired paf;t ·of Methy Lake, .and walked ncar eighty miles 
.on a fmall iriver)x:19nging to ii:, which empties itfelf into 
the Grea~ Athapufcow.-Lake.". While we were walking 

·The courft.: of ~his rivtris nearly South \Ven, 
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on the above little riv.er, the Ind~ ret' fifhing~nCtsunder 
the ice every night; , but .. .theirldl9ui was . attended ,w~th 
fa little Juccefs, that all : they caught fewed only: as a 
delicacy, or to make a li~t,le change in our diet; for the 
quantity was t<>o trilling tooccalion any. Confiderable favin!} 
of our other provifions. 

Anaw'd Lake, though-fa {mall asnottoe~cced twenty 
miles wijiein the broaddl: part, is celebrated by the na
tives for nb6unding with plenty of filh during the Winter; 
accordingly the Indians fet all their nets, which were not 
a few, and met with fuch fuccefs, that in about ten days 
the roes only were as much:as all the women could haul 
after them. . 

Tittimeg and barbIe, with a few fmall pike, were the 
onJy nih caught at i~s , part; the roes of which, parti
cularly, thorc of theJi~~eg" lire Illor~, 'e~trltd by the 
Northern Indian~, to .take wit)i ,t~on .a journey,~ than 
the nih itfelf ; '. for .ll~t. twq po;~W;, ~cigbtof thefe roes, 
when well brulfed, Wlil mrtkenear fOlir ·gal!ons of ,broth, 
as 'thi,;k as common burgoe; and :if .Properly . man+I, 
will be as white as ;*e,~hich makes. it v~ pl~to 
the eye, and n~ l~fs ait:6:abk tP. th,ep<4ate. ( 

The land!;ou1.l4 '. this . ~a!I.e, fs. "I19'y; hl,lJ,Y·h ~ough not 
mountainous, , al'1d chiefly : confitlf , .Qf\~Ocks and loofe 
f1:ones; there mull, however, be -,!,{tqall portion ,of foil 

6 ' . ' on 
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on 'the furface, as it is in molt parts well clothed with tall 
poplars; .pines, fir, and birch; particularly in thevallies, 
where the poplars, pine, and birch {cern to thrive bell; 
but the firs were as large, and in as flourilhing a frate, on 
the very fummit of the hills; as in any other part, 

Rabbits were here fo plentiful, particularly on the South 
and South. Ealt fide of the lake, that feveral of the In
dians caught twenty o~ ~rty in· a night wit~ {nares; and 
the wood-partridges were {o numerous in the fir trees, and 
{o tame, that I have known an Indian ' kill near twenty of 
them in ·a day with his bow and arrows, The Northern 
Indians call this {pecies of the partridge Day; and though 
their flelh is generally very black and bitter, occafioned 
by their feeding on the brulh·. of the fir trec, yet they 
make a variety, or change of diet, and are thought ex
ceedingly good; particularly by . the natives; who, though 
capable of living {o hard,~dat times eating very ungrate
ful foca, are ne~thelefs tS fond of variety as any people 
whom} e~er {aw; and ~lYg2 great !engths; according 
to theil' clrcumftances,· to gratify thelf palates, as the 
greatefrepicfireinEngland, Asa proof of this afi'ertion, 
I havl ' frequently, kno-rn Matonabb<!e, and others who 
could ",ffordit,' forthelake of variety. only, {end fome of 
their young men to kill a few par.tridges at lhe expence of 
mor~<amrnUnitiOn than would have killed deer 'fufficient 
to ha~e m.:Untained their families many days; whereas the 
partridges Were always eaten up at one meal: and to 

. heighten 
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heighten the luxury on thefe occafions, the partridges' are 
boiled in a kettle of {beer fat, which it. mult be allowed 
renders them beyond all defcription finer flavoured than 
w hen boiled in water or common broth. I have alfo eat 
deer-Ikins boiled in fat, which, were exceedingly good. 

!\ <1\"C 1lI ber. 

As during our flay at Anaw'd Lake feveral of the In
dians were fickly" ~~" doCtors undertook to adll1inifter re-

" ~ lief; particu,larl y to onc man, tfho had been hauled on a 
/ledge by his brother for two months. His diforder was 
the dead palfey, which affeCted onc fide, from the crown 
of his head to the fole of his foot. Befidcs this rlrcadf ul 
<liforder, he had fome inward complaints, with a total lofs 
of appetite; 10 that he was reduced to a mere Ikeleton, 
and fo weak as to be fcarci:ly capable of fpeaking. In this 
deplorable condition, he was laid in the center of a lafgc 
conjuring-haufe, made much after the manner as that 
which has been a1rcad y defcrib~. , And ,that nothing 

, -
might b!! wanting tOward his r~c,overy, the fame man who 
deceived ,tic in 'f~,a11owil~.;'l\' ~~onet in the Snmmer, now 
offered to fwallow a largltpied: of board, about the fize 
of a barrcl-ftaveiip. ?rder to effeCt his recovery. The 
piece of board was 'prep~red by ,allothe~ mall, and painted 
according to th~ di,efi:ion ··of the juggler", 'l!'ith a rnde re
prcfentation of fome,,·beaft, ilf prey on olle~ and on the 
reverCe was painted, ,according to ,their:rude method, a re
femblancc of ' the, (ky. 

Without 
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Without entering into a long detail of the preparation, 
for this feat, I {hall at once proceed to obferve, that after 
the conjure~, had held the necelfary conference with his 
invitible [pirits, or {hadows, he alked if I was pre[ent; 
for he had , heard of my faying that I did lIot fee him 
fwalloiv the bayonet fair: and on being anfwcred in thc 
affirmative, he dctired me to come nearer; on which the 
mob 'made a lane for, me to pafs, and I advanced clofe to 
him, and found him ftanding at the conjuripg-houfe door 
as naked as he was born. 

When the piece of board was delivered to him, he pro
pored at firft only to {hove one-third of it down his throat, 
and then walk round the company afterward to !hove 
down another third; and [0 proceed till he had fwallowed 
the whole, except a [mall piece of the end, which was 
left behind to haul it up again. When he put it to his 
mout~ it apparently l1ippe4 down his throat like lightning, 
and only left about three/n.ches lUcking without .his lips ; 
after walk1l1gbackwar~il~rwards three times, he 
hauled ~up again, and ran into the conjuring-houCe with 
great precipitation. This he di~ to all , appearance with 
great cafe and com porure ; and notwithftanding I was all 
attention on the occafioD, I could not deteCt the deceit ;' 
and as to the re,ality of its being a piece of wood that he 
pretended to fWallow, there.is not th, leaft reafon to doubt 
of 'it, for I had it in my hand, both before and' imme
diately after .the ceremony. 

T o 

2 iS 

17il. 
t- . 
Nu\ !! .H\.>( ' . 



A JOURNEY '1'0 ' THE 

~77'· 
\.. _ --..--.J 

To prevent a variety of opinions 011 this occalion, and. 
to leffen the apparcnt magnitude of the miracle, as well 
as to give fome colour to my fcepticifm, which might 
otherwife perhaps appear ridiculous, jt is necdl.ary to ob
feive, that this feat was performed in a dark and excef
lively cold night; and although thete was a large' fire at 
fome diftance, which reflected a good light, yet there was 
great room for collufion: for though the conjU'rer himfelf 
was quite n~ed, there were feveral of his fraternity well
clothed, who attended him very clofe during the time of 
his attempting to fwallow"the board, as well as- at the time 
of his hauling it up again. 

November. 

For thefe rcarom it is nece{fary alfo to 'obferve, that 011 

the day preceding the perfbrmance of this piece of decep
tion, in one of my hunting excurfions, I accidentalfy 
came acrofs the conjurer as he was fitting under" a buih, 
feveral miles from the tents; wh\:;rc he ·was bu4ily tmployed 
/baping ~ piece 6f w~~ex~trJ~c :that part which ftuck 
out of h,s mouth after ·'h~.liao 'pretended to (~low the 

' remainder of the pie~. ' The1hd.pe' of the piece' which I 
raw him making was'tltis, ~ ; which exactly refembled 
the forked end of the '~ainpiece; the /bape of which was 

, . '" ".'." ... ., ,- , 
this, 1 I l ' ~. So 'that wlien 'hi. attendants had ' con-
cealed the mai~ piece, it ~"eifyfor lil intoftick the 
fmall point into hisihouth, cat'if wis rc4uCciht the f~all 
end to a proper {ize for the ,puipbfe. . . . . . . 

Similar 
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Similar proofs m.y eafdy be urged againll: his (wallow
ing the bayonet in the Summer, as no perron Icfs ignorant 
than themfclves can pollibl y place :lIly belief in the reality 
of thore feats; yet on the whole, they muft be allowed 
~a con/i~erable /hare of dexterity in the performance of 
thofe tricks, and a wonderful deal of pericYerancc in what 
they do for the 1 dief of thofe whom they untic-rt:lh 
to cure. 

Not long after the abo~e performance had taken place, 
fome of the Indians began to alk me what I thought of 
it. As I could not have any plea for faying that I was fl.r 
oft", and at the fame time not caring to affront them by 
hinting my fufpicions of the deceit, I was .fome time at a 
lofs for an anlw<:r: I urged, however, the impoilibi!ity 
of a man's fwallowing a piece of wood, that was not only 
much longer than his whole back, but nearly twice as 
broad .~s he could extend~'s mouth. On which fome of 
them laughed at my ~t rance, as they were pleafed to 
call it; and faid, that tlL ~ waiting [wallowed, or 
otherwile concealed, the ftick, and only left the forked end 
apparently fticking out of the cpnjurer's mouth. 1I.j y 
guide, Matonabbcc, with all his other good fen fe, was ii) 
bigotted to the reality of thofe performances, thet he af
fured me in the Il:l'onge!t terms, he had fcell a 11\:10, who was 
chen in company, fwallow a child's crodk, with as much 
cafe as he could fold lip a piece at' paper, and put it i!HO 
his mouth " and that when he haliled it un again, not the , -

F f mark 
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mark of a tooth, or of any I'iolence, was to be difcovered 
about it. 

This /lory [0 far exceeded the feats which I had feen 
with the bayonet and board, that, for the r.~ke of keeping 
up the farce, I began to be very inquilitive ab~ut the' 
fpirits which appear to them on thofe occalions, and their 
.form; w hen I was told that they appeared. in variom 
filapes, for a)moft every conjurer had his peculiar attend
ant; but that the fpirit which attended the man who pre
tended to {wallow the piece of wood, they {aid, generally 
appeared to him in the /hape of a cloud. This I thought 
very a-propos to the preknt occaiion; and I muft confers 
that I never had fa thick a cloud thrown before my eyes 
before or fince; and had it not been by accident, that I 
faw him make a counterpart to the piece of wood {aid to 
be {wallowed, I /hol)ld have been ftill at, a lo{s how to ac
count for fa extraordinary a pifce'9f deception,. performed 
by a man who was entire! y nal<itf: 

As foon as our conjurer had executed the above feat, 
and entered the conjuring-houfe, as already mentioned, 
five other men and an old woman, all of whom were great 
profdfors of that art, ftripped themfdves quite naked and 
followed him, when they Coon began to fuck, blow, ling, 
and dance, .round the poor paralytic ; and continued fo to 
do (or three days and four nights, without taking the leaft 
reft or refre/hment, not even {o much as a drop. of wattt. 

When 
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When thefe poor deluding and deluded people came out of 
the conjuring-houfe, their mouths were fo parched with 
thirft as to be quite black, and their throats fa fore, that 
they were fcarcely able to articulate a fingle word, except 
thofe that ftand for yes and no in their language. 

After fo long an abftinencc they were very careful not 
to eat or drink too much at one time, particularly [or the 
firft day; ;md indted fome of them, to appearance, were 
almoft as bad as the poor man they had been-endeavouring 
to relieve. But great part of this was feigned; for they 
lay on their backs with their eyes fixed, as if in the ago
nies of death, and were treated like young children; one 
per [on rat conftantly by them, moiftening their mouths 
with fat, and now and then giving them a drop of ,water. 
At other times a fman bit of meat was· put into their 
months, or a pipe held for them to fmoke. This farce 
only lafted for the fir!1: ay; after which they fcemed to 
be pelfcCl:ly well, exce t t e hoarfenefs, which continued 
for a confiderable tim ds. And it is truly won
derful, though the ltriCl:eI tn , that when the poor fick 
man was taken from the conjuring-haufe, he had not only 
recovered his appetite to an amazi;,g degree, but was able 
to move all the fingers and toes of the fide that had been 
fo long dead. ' In three weeks he recovered fa far as to be 
capable of walking, and at the cnd of fix weeks wellt a 
hunting for hi s family. He was onc of the per[ons •. parc 

• I-lis name was. Cof-nby:tgh, the Northeril Indiln name ' for. the Rock 
Partridg~. 
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ticnlarly engaged to provide for me during my journey; 
and after his recovery from this dreadful diforder, accom
panied me back to Prince of Wales's Fort in June one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two; and unce that 
time he has frequently vilitcd the FaCtory, though he never 
had a healthy look afterwards, and at times fcemed ~oubled 
with a nervous complaint. It may be added, that he had 
been fonnerly of a remarkable lively difpofttion; but after 
his Jaft ilInef. he always appeared thou-ghtful; JOmetimes 
gloomy, and; in fad, the dilOrder fcemed to Rave changed 
his whole nature; for before that dreadful paralytic Ihoke, 
he was difiinguiihed for his good-nature and benevolent 
difpofition; was entirely . free from every appearance of 
avarice; and the whole of his wilhes feemed confined 
within the narrow limits of polfdIing as many goods as 
were abfolutdy nece/fary, with his own indufiry, to enable 
him to fupport his family from /Cafon to feaCon; but after 
this event, he was the moft fracti()us, quarrel/Ome, di[con
tented, and covetous wretch al'le· 

Though the ordinary~..k of thefe conjurers may be 
eaGly detected, and juftly exploded, ·being no more than: 
the· tricks of common' jugglers, yet the apparent good 
effed of their labours on the lick and difeafed is not f", 
ealily accounted · for. Perhaps the implicit conndcncc 
placed in them by the lick may, at times, leave the mind 
fo perfeCtly at reft, as to caufe the difoTder to t.~ke a fa
vourable turn; and a few [ucccfsful cafes arc quite fuf
ficicnt to dhtbliih the doctor's charader and reputation: 

But 
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But how this confideration could operate in the cafe I hal'c 
jufl: mentioned 1 am at a Iofs to fay; fuch, however, was 
the fact, and I leave it to be accounted for by others. 

When thefe jugglers take a diflike to, and threaten a feeret 
revenge" on a"ny petfOD, it oftcn proves fatal to that perfon ; 
as, from a firm belief that the conjurer has power over his 
life, he permits the very thoughts 01 it to prey on his 
fpirits, till by degrees it brings on a diforder which puts 
an end to his exiftence ": and fometimes a 'threat of this 

kind 

.. As a proof of rhis, MatoDahbee, (who always thought me po1Tdfc:d of 
this :lfe,) on his arrival' at Prince or Wales's Fort in the Winter of 'ng, 
informed ffi(:, that a man whom I had never feen but once, had treated him 
in fuch a manner that he was afraid of his life; in conCc:qucnce of w,hich he 
preDeu mt very much to kill him, though J was then fcveral hundreds of miles 
diflant. On which. to pleafe this grt':at man to whom lowed fa mudl, and 
not ('XpeB:ing that any harm CQuid poffibly arife from it, I drew.', ,rough {ketch 
t1f two huroan figur~.s on a piece of paper, in the attitud~ of w~ming: in the 
hand of one of thtm, r drCW~C.fi lift of a bayonet pointing to the bn-aft 
or thl:-oi'ner. This is me, fai Matonabbce, pointing [0 the figure which 
was holding the bayonet; an t Q~iS .your ('nemy. Oppoli le to thofe 
figures I drew a pine-tree, ovef\ I hI a large human ey(~ , and ou: 
.f'·the ~r.ec projeCted a human hand_ T l:S ,pilper 1 gave to MatonaLb('c, " itl l 
infl:rultions to make it as publidy known as pamble. Sure enough, rhe {()l
lowing year, when he came in co trade" he .informed me that the man wa:s 
..lead, though at that time he was not Jefs than three hundred miles from Pr ince 
'Vah's's Fort. He alfured me that the man was in perfeCl: health when he 
,heard .of my oeftgn .~gainft him,; but alma{\: immediately afterwards bc:: camc 
"'luite gloomy, an~l r<'fufing aU kind -of (ufknancc, in a very few days died. 
After- this 1 was fr.equently applied to on the: fame accollnt, both by Mar(j ·
Aahbce and otbc:r leading Indians, but never llJought proper to comply with 
.1hrir requdls; by which means I !lot only prc(erved [he credit 1 gaim:J 'Qn rh t'.: 
mit atttUlpt, but always kel1t diem in awe> and in tOme degree of rcfpe; t and 
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kind eaufes the death of a whole family; and that without 
any blood being !hed, or the leaft apparent molell:ation 
being offered to any of the parties. 

Havint dried as many fi!h and fi!h-roes as we could con
veniently take with us, we once more packed 'up our 
ftores, and, on the firft day of December, fet out, and 
continued our cOUTfe to the South Weft, leaving Anaw'd 
Lake on the South Weft Several of the Indians being 
out of order; we made but !hort days joumies. 

From the firft to the thirteenth, we walked along a courfe 
of fmall lakes, joined to each other by fmall rivers, or 
creeks, that have communication with Anaw'd Lake. 

In our way we caught daily a fewfi!h by angling, and 
faw many.' beaver houfes; bu t thefe were generally in fo 
difficult a T,tuation, and had fo many ftones in the com
pofition of them, that the II¥iiks killed but few, and 
that at a great expence of lahol-'}nd tools. 

' 3,h. On the thirteenth, one of the Indians killed two deer, 
which were the :firft t~at we had feen fince the twentieth 

obedience to me. In 'taCt, ftrangt as it may appear, it is almoll abfolutdy 
ncceiTary that the chiefs at this place fhould profers {omething a little fuperna
tural, to be able to dul with thofe people. The circumftance here recorded 
is a faCt Wl'll known to Mr. \ViUiam Jcffcrfon, who fucceeded me at Churchill 
Fatlory, as We'll as to all the officers :md many of the common men who were 
i.t Prince of ,"Va1es's Fort at the time. 

of 
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of 08:ohet. So that during a period of near two months, 
we had lived on the dried meat that we had prepared at 
Point Lake, and a few filh; of which the latter was not 
very conliderable in quantity, except what was caught at 
Anaw'p Lake. It is true, we al[o caught a few rabbits, 
and at times the wood-partridges were [0 plentiful, that 
the Indians killed confl<lcrabk numbers of them with their 
bows and arrows; but the number of mouths was [0 great, 
that all which was caught from our leaving Point Lake, 
though, if enumerated, they might appear very cOilfulerable, 
would not have afforded us all a bare fublifience; for though 
I and [orne others experienced no real want, yet there 
were Ill<,ny in our company who could [carcely be faid to 
live, and would not have cxifted at all, had it not been 
for the dry meat we had with us •. 
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When we left the a1;w>ve-mentioned lakes we lhapcd a 
courfcomore to the Sou~;1':d, and on the twenty-fourth, . , .,th. 

arrived. at the North. ~~~e great Athapnfcow Lake. 
In .our way we raw many I.,ku deer, and beaver were 
very plentiful, many of which the Indians killed; but 
the days were [0 [hort,. that the Sun only took a circuit of 
a few points of the compa[s above the horizon, and did 
not, at its greatell: altitude, rife half-way up the trees. 
The hrilliancyof the Aurora Borealis, how<ver, and of 
the Stars, c,'en without the alIiftance of the Moon, made 
lOme amends for that deficiency; for it was frequently fo · 
light all night, that I could fee to read. a very fmall print. 

The 
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The Indians make no difference between night and day 
when they are hunting of beaver; but thofe l1oElUYl1al 
lights are always found infufficient for the purpofe of 
hunting deer or moofe. 

I do not remember to have met with any travellers into 
high Northern latitudes, who remarked their having heard 
the Northern Lights make any noife in the air as they vary 
their colours or po!ition; which may probably be owing to 
the want of perfeCt !ilence at the time they made their 00-
fcrvations on thofe meteors. I can politivclyaf/irnl, tll"t 
in fiill nights I have frequently heard them make a rufiling 
and crackling noife, like the waving of a large flag in a frcn, 
gale of wind. This is not peculiar to the place of which I 
am now writing, as I have heard the fame noife very plain at 
Churchill River; and in all probability it is only for want 
of attention that it has not been h<;ard in every part of the 
Northern hemifphere where th~i~ve been known to [hine 
with any con!iderable degr~e~l~. It is, however, very 
probable that thefe ligh~e Iometimes much nearer the 
Earth than they are at others, according to the /late of 
the atmofphere, and this may have a great effeCt on the 
found: but the truth or falfehood of this conjeCture I 
leave to the determinations of thofe who are better /killed 
in natural philofophy than I can pretend to be. 

Indian deer (the only fpecies found in thofe parts, tx
cept the moofe) are fo much larger than thofe which fre

quent 



NO R THE R N 0 C E A .N. 

quent~the ,barren grounds to the North of Churchjll Ril'cr, 
th~t a frti;lli ,doe is ~qu~f:in fizc. tu. a Northern buck. . The 
~ir of the former is of"i fandy red during the: Winter; 
and thHfhorni , thouglbnuch"ftrbnger, arc not fo long 
and branchy as are thofe of the latter kind, Neither 
iscllefklh 'of thofe deer fo much cftcemcd by the Nort.h
ern In'dians; as that .Oflhi: 'fmaJler "kind, w.hich inhabit the 

~. ' . . 
more Eaftern and N;qrt11ern"parts of the country, Indeed, 
it rpuft be iillowed d{bemuch cOi'rfer, and of a 'differcnt 
flavour; ·inaCmuch ~s tbe-large Lincolnlhire. thutton differs 
from grars lamb; ' I'wruft acJi.nawledge; . 'however, . that I 
al ways thoughtit very good. . This is 'that [pecies of deer 
which are found fo .plentiful near York Fort and Severn 
River . . 'Fhcy arc .alfo at times found inconfiderable num

bers near.'Churchill River; and I have ~ them killed as 
t. - . '. _ , 

far North, n~t tb;e ' fea~fide, lIs'Seal River :' But the fmall 
Northern indian deet:\:ie (eld.om known to crors Churchill 
River, excipt ih {ohl~ vet, extraordinary cold feafons, and 
when~ 'Norther~ w%~:~aveprevaifed rt1\lch ist ~he 
p~$iin'gfaJli, 'fl?~ th"'(~,~.we always made irtthe 
W~hter,:;' Biit ' though T o\Vit' ;:iiatthefldh of the ;large 
Southern ;d~ef."is ;yay igbOd, 'Irll))oA: 'f\t cthe [arne time eon
fefi thlit'·:,d\e' Beilii of the .friiaifNorthemdccr . whether 

, • "' .' ,~ _ . :;..',.' _ . . 1 

ihJck': at' doe, jri'rth~r,~t~t#n;;;' i. br: :liIr more deli
~.i6U81} ~a: <tli6 · p!!cl\,"I : ~~~~r ,.eaten) ~ either in .*is 
COI!i1~rQr aMy otherT""d,'1s~pf that 'p~latiq~tyr~ 
it '.L\ti~jA1&6.,; I cat:! alfu~i ~~is '(t:oJh'lJIt ?"wiicxperience ; 

Gi-''''' for 5 ' - .. . , 
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for, after living on it entirely, as it may be [aid, for tWelve 
or eightecrr month. fucceffively, I fcarce1y ever wilhed for 
a change of food; though when nih or fowl cam~ ' in my 
way, it was very agreeable. 

The beaver being fa plentiful, the attentiotl of my com
panions was chiefly engaged on them, as they not only 
furnilhed delicious food, but their !kins proveQ a valuable 
acquifiliOn, being a principal article of trade, as well as 
a 'ferviceablc ~ne for clothing, I!!!c. 

The fttuation of the beaver-houfes is various. Where 
the beavers are numerous they are fuund to inhabit lakes, 
ponds, and rivers, as well as thofe narrow creeks which 
connea the :.t¥Arous Ill:kes with which thiS country 
abounds; but the fwo latter are generally chofen by them 
when the depth of water and other circumftances are fuit
able, as they have then the ,advantage of a current to 
convtlf wood and <>the, necelI'arte&h}their,habitati9ns, and 
becaufe, in general, thqt~itnor~.di~l~to be taken, 
than thofe that are b~iltin~ filiudingwtfCr. , " 

There is no one patti'cu!;lI: pattof a~J.te; pond; river, 
or creek, of lIhich ,the b'l:avett'riljlkcchoice fdr llui,Iding 
their houfes on, in pteferei}~ ~() i#i~~; ' f~ thi1.forili:
thacs build ,onW~ts. fome'iini~ ' in , the ~1lO~, pf'a"bay, ' 
and often on rtnlllii/lands r' ~,: a1~>i'~~'~#o,wfver, 

thofe 
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tho[~ pats' that 'have fiJ(:h a depth of ·wate!' as wil:l r~/ill: 
tpe .froLt in Winter, 'and prevent it fram freez.ing to the 
bottolll. 

The beaver that build their houfes in linail rivers or 
creeks,· lI.)!<4ich the water is liable to be drained off when 
the ba,ck fupplies are, dried up by the froft, are wonc;ler
fl!llytaug~" by inWn~ to provide againft that evil, by 
making a da!Jl. q!lit.e ~rQfs the river, at a convenient dif
tance fTom their houCes.This I look lIpon as the moll: 
curious piece of workmanlhip that is performed by the 
beaver; not fo much for the neatnefsof the work, as for 
its' fuength and real fervice; and at the fame time it 
ducovers {uch a degree of fagacity and fordight in the 
animal, of appr~4ing evils, · as is Httl-e inferior to that 
of the human [pecies, and ' is certainly peculiar to thofe 
anil\1als. 

Theb~et~~ di~tin lhltpeaccording to the nature 
ofth~pfafein wh1ctl.' they·are :buik, If the wa:terin the 
river,or icteek ha,·'b{tt¢li.lelll<>tion, the dam isaltnoft 
ftraight ;b\!twh~n the current ~s ~~rerapid, it is always 
made with acori'!iai:r,ib)e' ~rvei conv~x toward the fiream. 
The;''m'at~r;ai~ made 'iife::pt;i n!tho(e :dams ",fre- drift-wood, 
gr~e:n ~'~ii~~; bircb; · a.~ (;Mp!9is; ff tlieY<:anbe ' got; 
al~i"~:lmd'ffi>iies; ' interrnixeqin fueb '3: maririet: 1is''inU4t 
~vrd~nfly\<bQ:Dtt,ibute tti rne Itr~~gth ior' l'he' tfltlrt', ' bui: ' til 
t~e 'dams there is no other order or method ob'Cerved, ex-

G g 2 cept 
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cepe [hat;~~e W;~~k;~~~ed?n with a 11I!J1Ilar:(weep, 
and all tlHiparts being ~ae efo~'fuength .. 

In places w)lich have ~n long fr~quented by beaver 
undilhttbed, ti;dr 4ams;by freq~ent repairing,' become a 
folid bank, capable of.reflftmg a ·great force both :of water 
llnd ice ;and,. ·l;he-willow, ·pPp!ar; and· birch generally . ' , .. ',"., . ~' , .. , . . . 

~ake~t~J¥o.t' up,tltt:y 'br:A~~ fot~a . kind of 
regul~r.-pij,ri~ed~9dge,which l, h~c ~eenin fomeplaces 
.flr .. tlill, that . birds have fulil.L .theit nefts aroong th~ 
. branches. ' 

. Though the ~~ver wJ,i,;~ buii,-.i th.~r houfes iqlakes and 
o*er," (landj~&, ~F~ :'lPay .:njli'Y ~;lullic;iellt 4uantity of 
their:,fay,Q~r,i~.c~~t>~ltho~~ . (he ;~qance o~ a 4am, 
the ~rouble 'of gcttingwood and; otherllece~s to thcir 
habitations,. ",:ithout t~e 'help ,of acurrept, m~ .41 COOle 
meaJure courtterba1an~e " the. othe~:, ad,v~;s ; which arc 

r~ikd:~om f~h;a~~ii9¥-j:;NI')rJ~~~[~<!' tb.~t 
the beaver-whlc~b)l~d~W(~W~~,S 'IIP~tf~s,alw.~nJU~t1.etr 
,vood ~bov:e theIr, ~()'!t(~".w., !.~~.l.~l~t. wltn little 
trouble; conv~ySlt to ilif: p1acc requ1I'Cd • 

. The ~av~r!./101Jfe,, a:r~: .,bu:ilt ·of the.~{il!lle Jn~t(rial~ as 
~ci~ dam;, :w,d ,~r~ ,~t~~)i~fpof~~~~~1wf1i~>'; ,the 

:'npmber of JohabltantS, w@c1l. rdd9~ .~. to\l~ pJd, 
al!d, fu ;;reighl;Y~Jlg' 9n~t; th~i''''y ,Js~iice,~~ ;ha~~' 
[cttl above double that 'min$Ci'. . ., .. ., .... 
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.''tfi'~1i~p~S, < t!f<l~gH ' ~'bq1ibget~cr uri\y~!iY: ~O~
mlratiQn~t111f"~~TY, '~&a , ar-tll~" geniTal defcri.ptioJ'l'grv~n 
of them; , fbi-inlll:da . or' ord~f orregulatlpn I~{*l&, <:Ire 
fcrve~ t~j,ran~g them, t!lef ii~ . ~C a iii:ticii 'hJper~ru?:hire 
t!lan ~tlieirdims. · 
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different ap'lrt:n\ents, a~, fOt;ne are pleafed' to cal! 'mem, to 
have no communicatioriVrith eacn oth~ but ,by water; fa 
that in faa they may be, called double or treble hO\1[es, 
rather than different apartments of the {;une hou[e~ I 
have [em a large beaver-houfe bnilt ill a [mall iaand~ that 
had near a dozen apib:lments under one roof: and; two or 
three of thefe only excepted, nOIl:e of~he!ll had any com
munica;tipri' witkeachpther hut: by w;1ta. , As there were 
bea:vetenoftg~ ' t6'Wlabit eaGhapartment, it is more than 
prti'bable that ' each family knew itsow'n, and always en
tered at their own door, withol':t having any farther con
neCtion with their neighboW$ th;m a friendly intcrcourfe ; 

~ t< .. -,' 

and to join their united labOl.lt,s t~er<::aillg their [eparate ha-
bitationJ; 'l\nd' buil<fi'1g thdr daU;f \yhere required. It is 
diflic\!It to (alwhe~qr: ~diril}t~et1: on other ' occafions 
was anyways reciprocal. ' The Indians of my party kj.Jled 
twelve ok! bel\ver, ' ~nd; t~*llty~five young and half-grown 

• • ~ I ' ., ~ ".-

ones out of the houfe,abl#rem,eot\pncd ;~l.ld on examjnation 
. I __ , - .> '. ) , ,:, > _ • 

found that ["vera! had, efcaped their Vigil~ce; and, could 
not be ta~eo b~t' , at ,the el;pC!;lce of more trouble thall 
would be f~llicie,nttd' ti'lked~uble" the number in a lots 
oiflicult lituation 

Travellers who al!'ert tha!'the be~ve~ ~ave tWO a.90rs to 
their houfes, one o~ tl1~ i~nd-lide, and dle othef 'cie~t the 

• T·he difficulty , hcr~ ; alltMied, lO"was tb~ num'berlc"· ... au1z:s the beaver had 
.in the fides of the pond, and che lrn.mCWC .chi.ck.nt~ of .the houfe 'in fome 

, " 
pans., 

. water, 
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wateJ"" ,~ to be lefs acquainted with thoft animals than 
otllers wllO ,; affign them an elegant fuite of apartments. 
Such a proceeding would be quite contrary to their manner 
of life, and at the fame {imewollld render their houfes of 
no ufc, either to ,protect them from their enemies, or guard 
them ag:unft the extreme cold in Winter. 

Tlteqlliq~chat1hes, 'or wolvereem, are great enemies to 
the beaver; and If there were a palfage into their houfes 
on the land~fide, wo,uld not leave one of them'alive where-
ever'they came. ' 

I cannot refram from fmiIing, when I read the accounts , 
of different Authors who have written on the O!COnomy 
",f thofe animals, as there feeins to be a conteft between 
them, 'who lhall .mail: exceed in ,fidion. ' Blit the Compiler 
of the 'W6(ld~rs of Natui'e and A(t I"eems, in my opinion, 
to hav.e fucceedcd 'b,1l in this refpect; as he has not only 
colleded all the fictions into which other writers on the 
fll'bject have run, bu~ has fo greatly improved on them, 
t,hat 'llttle remainS to be added to his account of the beaver, 
belide a "ocibuhiry,;ft'heir language, a cade of the;r la\\'s, 
and a !ketch of their religion, to, mll.ke it the moll com
plete natural hiflory of ,that . animal, which can poflibl y be 
"ffered.t&'.thi: p)lblic. . 

There. q)lllot be. a greater impolition, or ihdeed a 
wolfe~ infult, 'On, common undcrftamling, than' the wilh 

7 to 
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to 11lJkc us believe the ftories of (Oll)e of the works afcribcd 
to the bc~~:er): and though' ,if is not to be [uppo!t;a tJl~t the 
compiler ofa ge~enl work can be intimately acquainted 
with el-ery fubjed of which it may be ncccifary to treat, 
yet a very moderate fhareof underfianding is [urely [uf-
11cicnt to guard hi!ll againn giving credit to [u.h mar
vellous tales, ho\vever [moothly they may be' told, or 
h9w~v~"r bolply1;hey may be ,alferted, by ~he romancing 
travdJer. 

To deny that the beaver is polfclfed 'of a very confider
,ahle degree of lagacity~ would be as abfurd in me, as it is ill 
thofe Authors who, think they cannot allow them too much. 
I fh3;I\,W.illin~ly ,gr!\n~them¥!eirJuJI !hare; but ,it is im
pollible , tor. ~n}' f'~ t9, ~~nceive ho~, or,by whatspc~!ls" 
a beqver, ~whofe . full hClght ,when ' fYndtng ered docs 
not ,exceed,two feet and, a half, or three fect at mofi, and , 

. ' .' . . ... • . _:t '" . ' . . --

whofe fore-paws 3;te not jJJlU<;h larg~,rthltn ,a: , halfcCrown 
pic:ce, can " driv~ fr~esas tJ1~~.as J\~:~, I~ .into the 
" ground t~re~ ~ f~~~ee~4eep" " ,]~e~r, " ,wattl;ng thofe 
"fiakes with t\vjts;'; ~equa!ly·aq~~.; ' and their « plaif
e< tering ,the in4Jc of Fw:ir houfe. ,!ith a cotI;lpoiiti<?n of 
" mud and Ilra~' ... an9 (wimm~g, :-y,i~ muqamI/!ones,on 
" their ~aiJs," arc £,till. , IllQI;e" incredible, The Jorm ,and 

' .' • • ~ ":.,' . ' ~ ~ ' ... ... ; '. _:" "'1. ('i 

fize of the anill)~, .. nmwit!ill;ipding a1~jt$ .(aglfCi.U', )ViI! 
__ • .. '.' • '" ." Ai , , • 

not admit of'its perf<Jpnjng.ifuch f~t$';~:IlP.;rit WQulq be 
as, im po~ bl1..f9~~~,\>e~,;r..'?, ~f~ , ~~! ''f;~,~ ~.t~~~e),,,~~'1't' 
.on the furfa,ce,oLtlie.: ~ow.:ul:, on which it walks;; ~$ ,it 

would 



NOR THE R N 0 C E A N. 

wOl!1d haYl:. been for Sir J ames Thornhill to have painted 
ih~ clOJ;l1c of St. Paul's cathedral without the affiftance of 
fcalfolding. The joints ' of their tail will not admit of 
their turning it oyer their backs on any oecaGon. what
ever, as it has a natural inclination to bend downwards; 
and it·i.: .not without' fome confiderable exertion that they 
<;an keep .. it from trailing on the ground. This beil~g the 
calC, 'they canno,fit ere'a like a fquirrel, which is thei~ 
common pofture-; particularly when eating, or when they 
are cleaning themfelves, as a cat or fquirrer docs, without 
having their tails bent ' foiward between their'1egs; and 
\vhich m,\y not improp'er!y' be called 'thei.r irencher. 

So far are the 'beaver from driving 'fiakes into the ground 
w!ttm!>uilding their houfes, that they lay moft of the wood 
erofswife, andilWly horizotital ;' imd 'Without any other 
or4erAhan tIlat of leaving a bollowior ,cavity in thl: middle; 
wlfen any unnece/rary .. branches :projea inward, they cut 
them' off W1\:Ii~their teeth; 'and ·thro\v them in among the 
r~ft, to 'pi'eve~t: ~ mua &tlm mll \.nif thr~)Ugh th.e roof. 
I~ is a miftaken 'lJij'lan, . that the woOd-work ,islirft;com-

plet~d :f!1d the~efai~c:~{r for the whoJ,~"of" thdr hpufes, 
'as well as thelr dl(~ lire from 'the fUuDaatIon one mars . ..' ". . ~ 

of wood aM 'mud'; nUxed With llQnes," if t1iey can be pro-
'~u~: e the mlld is ' aJwa.rs take? frOin ·, the . edge of the 
~i· or the bot~om of tll~- creek or pond; nem: the door 
'orj'lje hmIk; and. thOtlgh ;tl~ir; fdre~" ~~-",fD fmall. 
yet"'h ' is held clofe lip bctwec!ri-meln\ :\ mdcrdieirtHroat, 
- that 
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that they carry both mud and fiones ; while they ~w:ays 
drag the wood with their teeth. 

All their work is executed in the night; and they arc 
fo expeditious in completing it, that in the courfe of one 
night I have known them to have collected as much l1lUd at 
their houfes as to have amounted to fome thoufands of their 
little handfuls ;andwhcn any mi'xture of grafs o~ Ihaw.has 
appearcrl in it, it has been, mofi alfuredly, mere chance, 
owing to the r:ature of the ground from which they had 
taken it. As to their dclignedly making a compolition for 
that pllfpofc, it is entirely void of truth. 

It is a great piece of policy in thofe animals, to cover, or 
plaifter, as it is ufually called, the ou~lide of their houfes 
every fall wi'i'h frelli mud; ' and as late 'as poffible in the 
Autumn, even when the frofi becomes pretty fevere; as 
hy this mearu it foon freezes as hard as a fi~e, and pre
vents their common,' enemy, the quiquehiitch, from. dit
turbing ,them duii~g !'he Wi~tcr: ' ~d ~s they .arc fre
quently fcen to walk over theIr wOt'k, 'and. fometlmes to 
give a I1ap with .4teir tail, partjciilarly when plunging into 
the water, thls&as, with6ut douht; gi~,en rife to tile .vulgar 
opinion that·they uk"toor tails as 'a. trowel, with whkh 
they pJaifter thcirhoufes; wherea$ that flawiug of ~he t;lil 
is no mare ''thana. c~ ~ch t~ al~s preferve, 
even when the1 ~. taine.ad dolBdM:, ·and mot~par~ 
tic.ularly w wnfft they aJ'e llarded. -

Their 
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'l'h~ir food ehielly con lift. of a large root, tOmething 
rcfembling a cabbag~-ftalk, which grows at the bottom 
of the lakes and rivers. "They cat alfo the bark of trees, 
particularly that of the poplar, birch, and willow; but 
the ice preventing them from getting to the land in Winter, 
they lave not any barks to feed upon during that {cafon, 
except that of fueh fricks as they cut down in Summer" 
and throw into the water oppolite the doors of their 
houfes; and as they generally cat a great 4eal, the roots 
above m.entioned confti~te a.chief part of their fo,od du ring 
the Winter. In Summer they vary their diet, by, eating 
\'arious kinds of her~age; and fuch berries as grow near 
their haunts during that [cafon. 

when the i~e,b~s up in the Spring, 'the beaver al
l';·ay. leave theIr houla, and rove about the whole Sum
mer,. p~obabfy in feareh ofa more commodious lituation; 
but in. cafe Qf, Dot fucoeedingin their endeavours, tpey 
return again to tllef~ old habi,*iollll a little before the fall 
of the leaf, and ~ in, their Winter ftock of wo,od;~ 
They felJloffi begifl to repair " the , houfes till the , {roft 
commences, a\ldn!!v~,r fiI"Uh the, Quter; eciat till the cold is 
pretty f~ver~, ai' hath been already. mentioned. 

When they {hift their h~tati9ns, or when the increa[1;! 
pf tQar number renders it neq:ifary to ffij\ke (orne aMition 

, '., • • t·-, . ' " 

to ' t~ir houfcs, or to ercCt n~ <anes, ,they :h,egin fclling 
H h 2 . the 
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the wood for thefe purpofes early in the Summer, but 
fddom begin to build till the middle or latter end of 
AuguH:, and never complete their houfes till the cold 
weather be fet in, 

Notwithftanding ~hat ha5 been [0 repeatedly r~orted 
·of thofc animals alI'embling in great bodies, and jointly 
ereCting large towns, citic5, and commonwealths, as they 
have fometimp been called, I am confident, from many 
circumftanccs, that cven where the greateft numbers of 
beaver arc iitllated ill the neighbourhood of each othe;r, 
their le.bours are not carried on join,tl y in the ereCtion of 
their . dift'crcnt habitations, nor have they any reciprocal 
intqeH:, except it be fuch as live immediately under the 
fame roof; and then it extends no farther than to build or 
keep a dam which is common to feveral houfes, In fueh 
cafes it is natural to think that everyone who receives be
nefit from fueh dams, !hould a/lift in ereCting it. being . . 
fcniible of its utility tQ; allf . . 

Perfons who attempt tq. take ueavl:C in Winter !hould 
be thoroughlyacquointf'd witl< their JURIlIler of life, othcr
wife they will :!1ave C~fl\9ts trouble ' to dred t~lcir ;purpofe, 
and probably withoutfuce~fs in the end; beeaufe they have 
always a numbeiof.hql.esin ti¥; banks, which ferve, them as 
places of Ietl'eat, ~h:n a9Y injury is offeJl!:d to their ~ufes; . 
and .n gCIleralltl~ '11 tp.* holes that they are taken, 

When 
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When the beaver which arefituated in a [mall river or 
creek are to be taken, the Indians fometimes find it ne
edrary to nake the river acroes, to prcwnt them from 
pailing; after which, they endeavour to find out all their 
holes Of places of retreat in the banks. This requires mueh 
praetice and experience to accompli!h, and is performed in 
the following manner: Every man being furnilncd with' 
an ice-ehife!, lalbes it to the end. of a fmall ll:afF aboul 
four or five feet long; he then walks alo9g the cdge 01 
the banks, and keeps knocking his chifels hgainll: the icc. 
Thof" who arc wcll acquainted With. that kind of work 
well know by the found of thc ice when they are "Pl'oli rl' 
to any of the beavers' holes or vaults. As loon as they 
fufpcfr any, they cut a hole through the icc big enough tn 
admit an old beaver; ·and in this manner proceed till they 
have found out .all their places of retreat, or at Icall: '" 
many of them as pollible. While the principal mcn arc 
thus employed, fome of the un'derll:rappers, and the wo
men, are bufy in breaking open the houfe, which at times 
is no cafy talk; for ,I have frequently known thefc houfes 
'to be five a!)d fix fcet thick; and one ill particCliar, was 
more than'eight feet thick on the crown. When the beaver 
find that their habitations are ilH'aded, they R y to their 
holes ih the' banks forihelter; and on being percei~ed by 
the Indians, which is ' eaGly done, by attending to the 
miltion of the water, they block lip the entrance with 
flakes of wood, and thcn haill the beaver out of its hole, 
either by hand, if they can reach it, or witha large hook 

made 
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made for that purpofe, 
long flick. 

which is fane ned to the end' of' a .' 

J n this kind of hunting, every mall has the fole right 
to all the beaver caught by him in the holes or vault~; and 
as this is a conftant rule, each perfon takes care to mark 
fuch as he difcovers, by nicking up the branch of a tree, 
or fome other diningui/hlng pofi, by which he may know 
them. All th'lt are caught in the houfe alfo are the pro
perty of the p; rfon who finds it. 

The fame regulations are obferved, and the [arne procefs 
ufed in taking beaver that are found in lakes and other 
Il:andingwattrs, except it 'be ,that. of /l:aking the lake 
acrofs, which w01l1d be both unnecefiary and impollible. 
Taking beaver-haufes in thefe lituarions is gen.erally at
tended with lefs trouble and more fuceefs than in the 
forther. 

, . 

. The beaver is ananilntJ which ~npot kee.punder water-
long at a time; fo that when ~eir houfe. are broke open';: 
and all their places of .retreat difco .... eted, ·they, 'have."btlt 
one choice left, .~lt 4'I1&y b:ii: called,. 4ther t{). be 'liken .in 
their )Ioub; eft" ,Uieic ' WIlts: ,.lit' :gene'rat ':they prerer the 
Jaff& ; ' far where ~':i$ :On~ 'bca'fei'c4ugltt'in the 'hou~, 
many thoufan4a are t:l..k~ .in . their ~ltsin thelr.d1s •• 
Sometime,S they are caught in. netS, and in theSum$e1' . 
very 'frequently in traps'! In Winter they are very fat-aOd . 

d~licious; . 
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pelicio\is; but the trouble . of rearing their young, the 
&tinners of thcir':'hair, and their confl:antly roving fmm 
pl~ce to · place, with the trouble they have in providing 
againft the apprllach of Winter, generally keep them very 
poor ~illg the Summer feafon, at which time their Ileal 
isl>\ii: ,~ndiHe!ent eating, ~d their /kins of fo little value, 
that the' Indians generl!IlyGnge them, even to the """"lilt 
of many thoufands in one Summer. They have from two 
to five young, at a time. Mr. Dobbs.; in pis Account of 
Hudfon$ Bay, enumerates po lefs than fight different 
kinds of beaver; but it mull: be undqjl:oOd that they arc 
all of one kind and fpecics, his dift'fr,ctiolls arife wholly 
from th!: different feafQlls ll[ the year in which they are 
killed, and .the different vIcs to whieh their Ikins are ap
plied, which io the fQle ,{eafon that they vary 0 much in 
value ... 

Jo[eph J.,efraf,lc, or Mr. DoI3~.s [or.' him, fays, tha.t a 
good hu~r cankilllix hundred beaver in one fcafon, and 
.c.wonly· qu:ry one,J;lundte9 to market. If that was 
~ally. thj:'\)afe i!l , ~tranc:~ {il\le. the canpes mufi lUlve 
b~ mucb, '[mailer than they. ar.e at prefcnt; fer it is 
well ,~wn that(he~~$!\".afuy ~L~he~~~ which have 
v.ilitef;l.~beCaw.pmy·6 ;F,Il.~j~ /W the lallfol1l1 or .&fty 

. y~,~eCllp"ble .of i;iIUying ~.hr~ ""~)!irc.J J;~~v:er-Ikifts 
~.: '8r~ ,c;a{e. «~91:u~v.e Qf ~ 'llldi"ns lu.~agP.,pfo
vjf~.It~· . 

If 
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If ever a particular Indian killed iix hundred beaver in 
one Winter, (which is rather to be doubted,)' it is more 
than probable that many in his ' company. did not kill 
twenty, and perhaps [orne none at all; fo that by dill:ri
buting them among thofe who had bad [uccer" al1',;l others 
who had no abilities for that kind of huntinz, there would 

. be no necellity of leaving them to rot, or for iinging them 
in the fire, as related by that Author . During my rdi
dence among the Indians I have known rome individuals 
kill more beavbr, and other heavy funs, ill the eourft of a 
Win ter, thall ' (ht' ;,· .wives could Inan~ge ; but till; o\'erphis 
was never wantonly dcll:roycd, but always gi n'" to th<:ir 
relations, or to thofe who had been lefs fueecHul; {o that 
the whole of the great hunters labours were always brough t 
to the Factory. It is indeed too frequently a cullom ',mollg 
the Southern Indians to iinge many otters, as well as 
beaver; but this is feldom done, exccpt in Summer, when 
their fleins are of fo little value as to be fcarce1y worth the 
duty; on which account it has been always thought im
politic to cncourage the natives to, 1011 [uch valuable ani
mals at a time when their flei!).s are not in (caron. 

The white beaver, mentioned by Lefrane, are (0 rare, that 
inll:ead of being " blown upon by the Company's FaCtors," 
as he afferts, I rather doubt whether one-tenth of them ever 
faw one during the timcpf their refidence'in $his country. 
In the courfe of twenty' years experience in the countries 

about 



NOR T I-f ERN 0 C E A N. 

about HuMan's Bay, though I travelled lix hundred miles 
to the Wel1: of the fea-coal1:, I never f.,w but one white 
beaver-Ikin, and it had many reddifh and brown hairs along 
the ridge of the back, and the lides and belly were of a 
,glairy lilv;ry white. It was deemed by the Indians a 
great curiolity; and I offered three times the u[ual price 
for a few of them, if they could be got; but in the courfe 
of ten years that I remained there afterward, I could 
not procure another; which is a convincing proof there 
is no fuch thing as a breed of that kind, and (that a vari
ation from the "fual colour is very rare, 

Black beaver, and that of a beautiful glofs, are not lIn 
common: perhaps they are more plentiful at Churchill 
than at any other Factory in the Bay; but it is rare to get 
more thall twelve or fifteen of their lkillS in the courfe of 
one year's .trade. 

Lefranc, as an Indian, mlll1: have known better than 
to h:lYe informed Mr. Dobbs that the beaver have from ten 
to fifteen yOllng at a time; or if he did, he muO have 
deceived him wilfully: for the Indians, by killing them 
in all l1:ages of gcl1:ation, have . abllndant opportllni:ics of 
afcertaining the lIfual number of their ofF'pring. I have 
fcen fame hutidreds of them killed at the fmfons favour
able for thofe obfervations, and never could difcDver more 
thanftx yOllng in one fernak, and that only in two in-

I i fiances; 
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fiances; (or the u(ual number, as I have before obferved, 
1S from two to five. 

Be/ides this unerring method of afccrtaining the real 
number of young which any animal has at a time, there i¥. 
another rule to go by, with refpea to the bea~r, which 
ex perience has 'proved to the Indians never to vary or de
ceive them, that is by dilfeaion; for on examining the 
womb of a beaver, even at a time when not with young, 
there is al,,\:ys found a hardi!h rOllnd knob for every young 
!he !,act a:jhc lall Jitter. This is a circulllllancc 1 have 
been p'arti(;~t"~)' careful to examine, and can aflirm it 
to be true, from real experience. 

Moll of the ·accounts, nay I may fay all the accounts 
now extant, r.fpeaing the beaver, arc taken from the 
authority of the French who have relided in C~nada; but 
thofe accounts diller fo much from the real Ilate and reco
nomy of all the beaver to the North 'Of that place, as to leave 
great room to [uCpea the truth of them altogether. In 
the lirll place, ' ·the alferrion that .they have two doors to 
their houfes, one on the land-fide, and the other next the 
water, is, as I have 'before obferved, qtlite contrary to faa 
and comp10n fenfe, as it would render their houfes ·of no 
ufe to it{em, either as p1!lces of !helter from · the incle
mency of the extreme col<f'in Winter, or as a retreat fr(lm 
their common enemy the quiquehatch. The only thing 

10 that 
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that could have made M. Ou Pratz, and other French 
writers, conjeCl:ure that fuch a thing did cxift, muft have 
been from having feen finne old beaver-houfes which had 
been taken by the Indians; for they are always obliged 
to make 9 hole in one fide of the houfe before they can 
drive them out; and it is more than probable that in -[a 

mild a climate as Canada, the Indians do generally make 
thofe holes on the land-fide", which without doubt gave 
rife to the fuggeftion. 

In refpcCl: to _ the .be~ver dunging in ~Pt~_~es, as 
fome perfons aflert, It IS qUite WIQ'"i;;"'" as they always 
plunge into the water to do it. I am the better enabled 
to make thiS a/Tertion, from having kept feveral of them 
till they became fo domeftie~ted as to anfwer to their name, 
and follow thofe to whom they were accuftomed, in the 
fame manner as a dog would do; and they were as much 
pleafed at being fondled, as any animal I ever faw. I had 
a houfe' built for them, and a fmall piece of water before 
the door, into which they always plunged when they 
wanted to eafe nature; and their dung being of a light 
fubftance, immediately· rifes and floats on the furl:lcc, 

• The Nor.thern Indians ,think tbat [he fag.lc ity of th.r beaver dirdh them co 
make ,that p.u-c -of rhC' i: h()~lrC whidl froms the: Norrh much t hi~kcr th;Ul any 
other part, with a VIt'W ~d' defending (bc:mfdves from the cold winds which gc
nerall). blow from that l1tJarr";" during the Winter j and ror this rcaron the 
Northern Indians gt: !1,rally break open tnat fidt~ of tht beaver-houfes wh ich 
""afrlr from lhe Sourh. 

1 i 2 then 
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then fcp:trates and fubfides to the bottom. When the 
Winter fets in fo as to freeze the water folid, they fiill 
continue their cufiom of coming out of their houfe, and 
dunging and making water on the ice; and when the 
weather was fo cold that I was obliged to take {hem into 

, , 
Illy houfe, they always went into a large tub of water 
which I fet for that purpofe: fo that they made not the 
leafi dirt, though they were kept in my own fitting
room, where they were the <oonfiant companions of the 
!ndian won;,n and children, and were fo fond of their 
comp"~y! th, ~ when the Indians were abfcnt for any con
fiderab ie tiiik;~'t::" beaver difcovered great f'gns of un
cafinefs, and on their return ihewed equal marks of plea
fure, by fondling on them, crawling into their laps, lay
ing on their backs, fitting erect like a fquirrd, and be
having to them like children who fcc their parents but 
feldom. In general, during the Winter they lived on the 
(.'1111C food as the women did, and were remarkably fond 
of rice and pi um-pudding: they would eat p:irtridges 

,and freih venifon very freely, but I never tried them with 
nih, 'though I have heard they will at times prey on 
them. In fact, there are few of the granivorous animals 
that may not be brought to be carniverous. , It is well 
known that our dornefiic poultry will eat allimal food: 
thoufands of geefe that CO!!le to London market are fat
tened on tallow-craps; and our horfes in Hudfon's Bay 
would not only eat all kind; of animal food, but al'fo 
drink freely of the waih, or pot-liquor, intended for the 

hogs. 
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hogs. And we are atrurcd by the moll authcntic Author." 
that in Iceland, not only hlack cattle, but alfo the fheep, 
arc almoll entitdy fed on iifh and iilh-bones during the 
Winter (caron. Even in the Illes of Orknev, and that in , 
Summer .. the fheep attend the ebbing of the tide as re'; 
gular as the .Efquimaux curlew, and go down to the Il)~f{: 
which the tide has left, to feed on the fea-weed. This, 
howewr, is through necellity; for evtll the famous llland 
of Pomona" will not afiord them an exillence above hie.h
water-mark. 

With ref pea to the inferior, or Il~,",-~Deaver, of which 
rome Authors [peak, it is, in my opinion, vcr)' difficult 
for thofe who arc bell acquainted with the reconoI11), lOr 
this animal to determine whether there are any that de
[erve that appellation or not. It [ometimes happens, that 
:1 beaver is caught, which has but a very indift"erent coat, 
and which has broad patches on the back, and fhoulders 
almoll ~holly without hair. This is the only foundation 
for a/lerting that there is an inferior, or 1l:lVe-beaver, 
among them. And whcn one of the above defcription is 
taken, it is perhaps too hallily inferred that the hair is 
Worn off from thore parts l~y carrying heavy loads: 
whereas it is moll probable that it is caufcd by a di[order 
that attacks them fome",hat umilar to the mange; for 

• This bring the brgeft of lhe Orkney Wands, is called by the lnhabicants 
the Main Land. 

were 
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