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laughable this may appear to an European, cuftom makes
it very indecent, in their opinion, to turn any thing of the
kind to ridicule.

When a friend for whom they have a particular regard
is, as'they fuppofe, dangeroufly ill, befide the above
methods, they have recourfe to another very extraordinary
piece of fuperftition; which is no lefs than than that of
pretending to {wallow hatchets, ice-chiffels, broad bayo-
nets, knives, and the like; out of a fuperftitious notion
that undertaking fuch defperate feats will have fome in-
fluence in appeafing death, and proctre a refpite for their
patient.

On fuch extraordinary occafions a conjuring-houfe is
creted, by driving the ends of four long {mall fticks, or
poles, into the ground at right angles, fo as to form a
fquarc of four, five, fix, or feven feet, as may be required.
The tops of the poles are tied together, and all is clofe
covered with a tent-cloth or other fkin, exaltly in the
fhape of a {mall fquare tent, except that there is no va-
cancy left at the top to admit the light. In the middle
of this houfe, or tent, the paticntyis laid, and is foon fol-
lowed by the conjurer, or conjurers. Somctimes five
or fix of them give their joint-afliftance ; but before they
enter, they ftrip themfelves quite naked, and as foen as
they get into the houfe, the door being well clofed, they

Kneel round the fick perfon or perfons, and begin to fuck
and
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and blow at the parts affe@ed, and then in a very fhort {pace
of time fing and talk as if converfing with familiar {pirits,
which they fay appear to them in the fhape of different
beafts and birds of prey. When they have had fufficient
conference with thofe neceflary agents, or fhadows, as
they term them, they afk for the hatchet, bayonet, or the
like, which is always prepared by another perfon, with
a long ftring faftened to it by the haft, for the conveni-
ence of hauling # up again after they have fwallowed it
for they very wifely admit this to be a very neceflary pre-
caution, as hard and compa& bodies, fuch as iron and
ftecl, would be very difficult to digeft, even by the men
who are enabled to {fwallow them. Befides, as thofe tools
are in themfelves very ufeful, and not always to be pro-
cured, it would be very ungenerous in the conjurers to
digeft them, when it is known that barely fwallowing
them and hauling them up again is fully fufficient to an-
fwer everv purpofe that is expeéted from them.

At the time when the'forty and odd tents of Indians
joined us, onc man was fo “dangeroufly ill, that it was
thought neceffary the con_}urers fhould ufe fome of thofe
wonderful experiments” for  his recovery ; “one of them
therefore immediately confented to fwallow ‘a broad
bayonet. Accordingly, a con_]urmg-houfc wis ere@ted in
the manner above déferibed, into which the patrent was
conveyed, and he was foon Eotiowed by theconjurer,  who,
after a long preparatery difcourfe, and ‘the neceflary con-

ference
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ference with his familiar fpirits, or fhadows, as they call
them, advanced to the door and afked for the bayonet,
which was then ready preparcd, by having a ftring faftened
to it, and a fhort piece of wood tied to the other end of
the ftring, to prevent him from {wallowing it. I could
not help obferving that the length of the bit of wood was
not more than the breadth of the bayonet: however, as
it anfwered the intended purpofe, it did cqually well as if
it had been as long as a handfpike.

Though I am not fo credulous as to believe that the
conjurer abfolutely {fwallowed the bayonet, yet I muft ac-
knowledge that in the twinkling of an eye he conveyed it
to—God knows where ; and the {mall piece of wood, or
one exadtly like it, was confined clofe to his tecth. He
then paraded backward and forward before the conjuring-
houfe for a fhort time, when h#™eigned to be greatly dif-
ordered in his ftomach and bowels; and, after making many
wry face$, and groaning moft hideoufly, he puthis bodyinto
{everal diftorted attitudes, very fuitable to the occafion. Hec
then returned to the door of the conjuring-houfe, and after
making many ftrong efforts to vomit, by the help of the
ftring he at length, and after tugging at it fome time, pro-
duced the bayonet, which apparently he hauled out of his
mouth, to the no fmall furprize of all prefent.  He then
Jooked round with an air of exultation, and firutted into
the conjuring-houfe, where Le rcnewed his incantations,
and continued them without intermiffion twenty-four hours.

Ce Though

193
i

Auguli

Gth,



194

1771.
[

Auguit.

,;T.h.

sgth=25th.

A JOURNEY TO THE

Though I was not clofe to his elbow when he performed
the above feat, yet I thought myfelf near enough (and I
can affurc my readers I was all attention) to have deteéted
him. Indeed I muft confefs that it appearéd to me to be
a very nice picce of deception, efpecially as it was per-
formed by a man quite naked.

Not long after this flight-of-hand work was over, fomc
of the Indians afked me what I thought of it; to which
I anfwered, that I was too far off to fee it fo plain as 1
could wifh ; which indeed was no more than the ftriGeft
truth, becaufe I was not near enough to dete& the decep-
tion. The fick man, however, foon recovered ; and ina

few days afterwards we left that place and " proceeded to
the South Weit.

On the ninth of Auglft, we once more purfued our
journey, and continued our courfe in the South Weft quar-
ter, generally walking about feven or eight miles a day.
All the Indians, however, who had been in our company,
cxcept twelve tents, ftruck off different ways. As to
myfelf, having had feveral days reft, my feet were com-

pletely healed, though the fkin remained very tender for
fome time.

From the nineteenth to the twenty-fifth, we walked by
the fide of Thaye-chuck-gyed Whoie, or Large White-
ftone Lake, which is about forty miles long from the North

Eaft



NORTHERN OCIEAN.

Eaft to the South Weft, but of very uncqual breadih. A
river from the North Weft fide of this lake 1 faid to run
in a ferpentine manner a long way to the Weftward; and
then tending to the Northward, compofes the main branch
of the Copper-mine River, as has been already mentioned;
which may or may not be true. It is certain, however,
that there are many rivulets which empty themfelves into
this lake from the South Eaft ; but as they are all {mall
ftreams, they may probably be no more than what is fuf-
ficient to fupply the conftant decreafe occafidned by the
exhalations, which, during the fhort Summer, fo high a
Northern latitude always affords.

Deer were very plentiful the whole way ; the Indians
killed great numbers of them daily, merely for the {ake of
their fkins ; and at this time of the year their pelts are in:
good feafon, and the hair of a proper length for clothing.

The great deftruétion which is made of the deer in thofe
parts at this feafon of the year only, is almoft incredible; and
as they are never known to have.more than one young one at
a time, it is wonderful they do not become {carce : but fo
far is this from being the cafe, that the oldeft Northern In-
dian in all their tribe will afhirm that the deer are as plen-
tiful now as they ever have been; and though they are
remarkably fcarce fome years near Churchill river, yet it
is faid, and with great probability of truth, that they are

Cc 2 more
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more plentiful in other parts of the country than they werc
formerly. The fcarcity or abundance of thefe animals in
different places at the fame feafon is caufed, in a great
meafure, by the winds which prevail for fome time before ;
for the deer are fuppofed by the natives to walk always in
the direcion from which the wind blows, except when
they migrate from Eaft to Weft, or from Weft to Eaft, in
fearch of the oppofite fex, for the purpofe of propagating
their {pecies. '

It requires the prime part of the fkins of from eight to
ten deer to 'make a complete fuit of warm clothing for a -
grown perfon during the Winter ; all of which fhould, if
poflible, be killed in the month of Auguft, or early in
September ; for after that time the hair is too long, and
at the fame time {o loofe in the pelt, that it will drop off
with the flighteft injury.

Befide thefe fkins, which muft be in the hair, each per-
fon requires feveral others to be drefled into leather, for
ftockings and (hoes, and light Summer clothing ; feveral
more are alfo wanted in a parchment ftate, to make c/ew/s
as they call it, or thongs to make netting for their fnow-
thoes, fnares for deer, fewing for their fledges, and, in
fa@, for every other ufe where ftrings or lines of any kind
are required : fo that each perfon, on an average, expends,
in the courfe of a year, upwards of twenty deer fkins in

' clothing
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clothing and other domeftic ufcs, exclufive of tent cloths,
bags, and many other things which it is impoflible to re~
member, and unneceflary to enumerate.

All fkins for the above-mentioned purpofes are, if pof-
fible, procured between the beginning of Auguft and the
middle of O&ober; for when the rutting {eafon is over,
and the Winter fets in, the deer-fkins are not only
very thin, but in general full of worms and warbles;
which render them of little ufe, unlefs it be to cut into
fine thongs, of which they make fithing-nets, and nets
for the heels and toes of their {now-fhoes. Indeed the
chief ufe that is made of them in Winter is for the
purpofe of food; and really when the hair is properly
taken off, and all the warbles are {queezed out, if they are
well-boiled, they are far from being difagreeable. The
Indians, however, never could perfuade me to eat the
warbles, of which fome of them are remarkably fond,
particularly the children. They arc always caten raw
and alive, outof the fkin; and arc faid, by thofe who
like them, to be as fine as gpofcberries.  But the very
idea of eating fuch things, exclufive of their appearance,
(many of them being as large as.the firft joint of the
little finger,) was quite fufficient to givec me an un-
alterable difguft to fuch a repaft; and when I acknow-
ledge that the waibles out of the deers backs, and the do-

meftic lice, were the only two things I ever faw my com-
panions.
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panions eat, of which I could not, or did not, partake, 1
truft I fhall not be reckoned over-delicate in my appetite.

The month of O&ober is the rutting {feafon with the
decr in thole parts, and after the time of their courtfhip
is over, the bucks feparate from the does ; the former pro-
ceed to the Weftward, to take fhelter in the woods during
the Winter, and the latter keep out in the barren ground
the whole year. This, though a general rule,’ is not with-
out fome exceptions; for I have frequently feen many does
in the woods, though they bore no proportion to the
number of bucks. This rule, therefore, only ftands good
refpeding the deer to the North of Churchill River ; for
the deer to the Southward live promifcuoufly among the
woods, as well as in the plains, and along the banks of
rivers, lakes, &, the whole year.

The old buck’s horns are very large, with many
branches, and always drop off in the month of Novem-
ber, which is about the time they begin to, approach the
woods. This is undoubtgdly wifely ordered by Provi-
dence, the better to enable them to efcape from their ene-
mies through the woeds; otherwife they would become
an eafy prey to wolves and other beafts, and be liable to
get entangled among the trees, even in ranging about in
{earch of food. The fame opinion may probably be ad-
mitted of the Southern deer, which always refide among

the



NORTHERN OCEAN,

the woods ; but the Northern deer, though by far the
{fmallcft in this country, have much the largddt horns, and
the branches are {o long, and at the fame time {pread fo
wide, as to make them more liable to be entangled among
*the under-woods, than any other {pecies of decr that I
have noticed. The young bucks in thofe parts do not
{hed their horns {fo foon as the old oncs : I have frequently
feen them killed at or near Chriftmas, and could difcover
no appearance of their horns being loofe. The does do
not fhed their horns till the Summer; fo that when the
buck’s horns are ready to drop off, the horns of the does
are all hairy, and fcarcely come to their full growth.

The deer in thofe parts are generally in motion from
Eaft to Weft, or from Weft to Eaft, according to the
feafon, or the prevailing winds ; and that is the principal
reafon why the Northern Indians are always fhifting their
ftation. From November till May, the bucks continue
to the Weftward, among the woods, when their horns be-
gin to {prout; after which they proceed on to the Eaft-
ward, to the barren grounds; and the does that have been
on the barren ground all the Winter, are taught by inftin&
to advance to the Weftward to meet them, in order to
propagate their fpecies. Immediately after the rutting
{eafon is over, they feparate, as hath been mentioned above.
The old vulgar faying, fo generally received among the
lower clafs of people in England, concerning the bucks
fhedding their yards, or more properly the glands of the

penis,
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j)cmr, yearly, whether it be truc in England or not, is cer-
tainly not true in any of the countries berdering on Hud-
fon’s Bay. A long rcfidence among the Indians has enabled
me to confirm this affertion with great confidence, as I
have {een deer killed every day throughout the year ; and-
when I have mentioned this circumftance to the Indiaus,
cither Northern or Southern, they always affured me that
they never obferved any fuch fymptoms. With equal truth
I can aflert, and that from ocular demonfiration, that the
animal which is called the Alpinc Hare in IHudfon’s Bay,
actually undergoes fomething fimilar to that which is vul-
garly afcribed to the Englith deer. I have {cen and handled
feveral of them, who had been killed juft after they had
coupled in the Spring, with the pexifes hanging out, dried
up, and fhrivelled, like the navel-ftring of young animals ;
and on examination I always found a paflfage through them
for the urine to pafs. I have thought proper to give this re-
mark a place in my Journal, becaufe, in all probability,
it is not generally known, even to thofe gentlemen who
have made natural hiftory their chief ftudy; and if their
refearches are of any real utility to mankind, it is furely to
be regretted that Providence fhould have placed the greateft
part of them too remote from want to be obliged to travel
for ocular proofs of what they affert in their publica-
tions; they are therefore wifely content to ftay at home,
and enjoy the bleflings with which they arc endowed,
refting fatisfied to colle@ fuch information for their own

amufement, and the gratification of the public, as thole
2 : who.
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who are neceflitated to be travellers are able or willing to
give them. It is true, and T am forry it is fo, that I come
under the latter defeription ; but hope I have not, or fhall
not, in the courfe of this Journal, advance any thing that
will not ftand the teft of experiment, and the fklll of the
moft competent judges.

After ]eavmg Whlte Stone Lake, we continued our
courfe in the South Weft quarter, feldom walking more
than twelve miles a day, and frequently’ not half that
diftance,

On the third of September, we arrived at a fmall river
belonging to Point Lake, but the weather at this time
proved fo boifterous, and there was fo much rain, fnow,
and froft, alternately, that we were obliged to wait feveral
days beforf: we could crofs it in our canoes ; and the water
-.-was-too deep, ‘and the current too rapid, to attcmpt ford-
"ing. fhg it Durmg tlns mtcrruptaon, however, ‘our time was
not cntz:ely lcﬁ as deer were fo plennful that the Indians

15 of 4 : _l;;.em, _as wdl for the fakc of their {kms,

ﬁnﬁarad, :mgdcratc',mwﬁcnv wé Were ferried 'u,rofs the
giver; and the next morning ﬂmped our courfe to the
Dd North
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177t.  North Weft, by the fide of Point Lake. After three days
m journey, which only confifted of about eighteen miles,
we came to a- few {mall fcrubby woods, which were the
firft that we had feen from the twenty-fifth of May, ex-

cept thofe we had perceived at the Copper-mine River.

One of the Indian’s wives, who for fome time had
been in a' confumption, had for a few days paft become fo
weak as to be incapablec of travelling, which, among thofe
people, is the moft deplorable ftate to which a human be-
ing can poflibly be brought. Whether {he had been given
over by the dotors, or that it was for want of fricnds
among them, I cannot tell, but certain it is, that no ex-
pedients were taken for her recovery; fo that, without
much ceremony, fhe was left unaflifted, to perith above-
ground. |

Though this was the firft inftance of the kind I had
feen, it is the common, and indeed the conftant pra&mc ‘
of thofe Indians ; for when a grown perfon is fo ill, efpe-
cially in. the Summer, as not to be able to walk and
too heavy to be cax:ried they fay it is better to leave one
who is paft recofily; ‘than for the whole famﬂy to fit
down by them and-ftarve to death; well knowing that
they cannot be of any fervice to thc afflicted. ,On thofe
occafions, therefore, the friends or rclat:on& of the fick
generally leave them fomé vituals and water; and, if the
fituation of the place will affard it, a litde ﬁnng When

thofe
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thofe articles are provided, the perfon to be left is ac-
quainted with the road which the others intend to go;
and then, after covering them well up with deer fkins,
&. they take their leave, and walk away crying.

Somctimes perfons thus left, recover; and come up with
their friends, or wander about till they mect with other
Indians, whom they accompany till they again join
their relations. Inftances of this kind are feldom known.
The poor woman above mentioned, however, came up
with us three feveral times, after having been left in
the manner defcribed. At length, poor creature! fhe
dropt behind, and no one attempted to go,back in fearch
of her.

A cuftom apparently {o unnatural is pe .aps not to be
found among any other of the human race: if properly
confidered, however, it may with juftice be afcribed to
neceflity and felf-prefervation, rather than ‘to the want of
humanity and focial feeling, which ought to be the cha-
ra@eriftic of men, as the nobleft part of the creation.
NcceHity, added to national cuftom, contributes prin-
cipally to make f(.enes of this kind*lefs fhocking to thofe
people, “than they muft appear:to the more civilized part
of mankind.

During the early part of September, the weather was in
gcn'cra.llcold, 'wi_th much fleet and fnow; which feemed to
Dd 2 promife
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promifc that the Winter would fet in early. Deer at this
time being very plentiful, and the few woods we met with
attording tent-poles and firing, the Indians propofed to
remain where we were fome time,*in order to drefs fkins,
and provide our Winter clothing 3 alfo to make fnow-fhoes
and temporary fledges, as well as to prepare‘a large quan-
tity of dried meat and fat to carry with us; for by the
accounts of the Indians, they have always expericnced a
great fcarcity of deer, and every other kind of game, in
the dire@ion they propofed we fhould go when we left
Point Lake.

Toward themildle of the month, the weather became
quite mild and open, and continued fo till the end of it
but there was fo much conftant and inceflant rain, that it
rotted moft of our tents. On the twenty-cighth, how-
ever, the wind fcttled in-the North Weft quarter, when
the weather grew fo cold, that by the thirtieth all the
ponds, lakes, and other ftanding waters, were froztirover
fo hard, that we were enabled to crofs them on the ice
without danger.

Among the various fuperftitious cuftoms of thofe people,
it is worth remarking, and ought to have been mentu)ned
in its proper place, that immediately after my compam
had killed the }:fqmmaux at the Copper River, they eon-
fidered themfelves in a ftate of uncleannefs, which induced
them to pra&ife fome very curious and unufual ceremonies.

10 In
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In the firft place, all who were abfolutely concerncd in
the murder were prohibited from cooking any kind of
vituals, either for themfelves or othcrs. As luckily there
were two in company who had not (hed blood, they were
cmplqyed always as cooks till we joined the women.  This
circumftance was cxcetdmgly favourable on my fide; for
had ' there been no pmfons of the above ddulption in
company, that tafk, T was told, would have fallen on me ; X
which would have been no lefs Fatlgumé and troublefome,
than hurmhatmg and vcxatmus.

When the viduals were cooked, all the murderers
took a kind of red earth, or oker, and painted all the
fpacc between the nofe and chin, as well as the greater
pait of their cheeks, almoft to the ears, before they would
tafte a-bit, and would not drink out of any other difh,
or fmoke out of any other pipe, but their own ; and none of
the others feemed willing to drink or fmoke out of theirs.

We had no {fooner joined the women, at our return from
the: expmdmon, than there*feemed to be an univerfal fpirit
of erulation among them, vying who thould firft make a
{uit of ¢rnaments- for their ‘hutbands, which confifted of
bmcelcts for the wrxl’cs, .anid a2 band for the forchead, com-

ofed of porcupine quils and moofe-hair, curioufly wrought

{Jn lﬁather_

The cuftom of painting the mouth and part of the

cheeks before each meal, and drmkmo and ﬁnokmg out
"of
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of their own utenfils, was ftri&ly and invariably obferved,
till the Winter began to fet in; and during the whole of
that time they would never kifs any of their wives or
children. They refrained alfo from eatingmany parts of
the deer and other animals, particularly the head, entrails,
and blood ; and during their uncleannefs, their viGuals
were never fodden in water, but dried in the fun, eaten
quite raw, or broiled, when a fire fit for the purpofe could

be procured,

When the time arrived that was to put an end to thefe
ceremonies, the men, without 3 female being prefent, made
a fire at fome diftance from the tents, intowhich they threw
all their ornaments, pipe-ftems, and difhes, which were
foon confumed to afhes ; after which a feaft was prepared,
confifting of fuch articles as they had long been prohibited
from cating; and when all was over, each man was at
libery to eat, drink, and fmcke as he pleafed ; and alfo
to kifs his wives and chlldren at dlfcrenon, which they
feemed to do with more raptures than I had ever known
them do it either before or fince.

Ocober came in very roughly, attended with heavy
falls of fnow, and mich drift. On the fixth at mght,
heavy gale of wind from the Notth Weft put usin great
diforder; for though the few woods we paffed had fornithed
us with tent-poles and fewel, : yet they. did not afford us

the leaft fhelter whateyer. The wmd blew with fuch
violence,
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violence, that in fpite of all our endeavours, it overfet
feveral of the tents, and mine, among the reft, fhared the
difafter, which I cannot fufficiently lament, as the but-
ends of the weather tent-poles fell on the quadrant,
and though it was in a ftrong wainfcot cafe, two of the
bubbles, the index, and feveral other parts were broken,
which rendered it entirely ufelefs. This being the cafe,
I did not think it worth carriage, but broke it to pmccs,
and gave the brafs-work to the Indians, who cut it into
{mall lumps, and made ufe of it inftead of ball.

On t}g twenty-third of O&ober, feveral Copper and
a few dog-ribbed Indians came to our tents laden with
furrs, which they fold to fome of my crew for fuch iron-
work as they had to give in exchange. This vifit, I af-
terwards found, was by appointment of the Copper In-
dians whom we had feen at Congecathawhachaga, and
who..ia their way to us, had ntet the Dog-ribbed Indians,
who were alfo glad of {o favourable an opportunity of
purchafing . fome of thof¢ valuable articles, though at a
very extravagant price: for one of the Indians in my com-
pany, though not properly of my party, got no lefs than
fort}' beaver fkins, and fixty martins, for one piece of
iron which he had ftole when he was laft at the Fort *.
One

* The piece of iron above mentioned was the coulter of a new-fathioned
plough, invented by Captain john Fowler, late Governor at Churchill River,

with which he had a large piece of ground ploughed, and aierwards fowed
with
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1775 One of thofe ftrangers had about forty beaver fkins,
S -with which he intended to pay Matonabbee an old debt ;
but one of the other Indians feized thé whole, notwith-
ftanding he knew it to be in faét Matonabbee’s property.
This treatment, together with many other infults,, which
he had received during my abode with him, made him re-
new his old refolution of leaving his own country, and
coing, to refide with the Athapufcow Indians.

As the moft interefting part of my journcy was now
over, I did not think it neceffary to interferc in his private
affairs ; and therefore did not endeavour to inflsence him
cither one way or the other: out of complaifance, there-
fore, rather than any thing elfe, I told him, that I thought
fuch behaviour very uncourtcous, efpecially in a man of
his rank and dignity. As to the reafon of his determina-
tion, 1 did not thigk it worth while to enquire into it;
but, by his difcourfe with the other Indians, 1 {oos. un-
derftood that they all intended to make an cxcurfmn into
the country of the Athapufcow Indians, in order to kill
moofc and beaver. - The former of thofe animals are
never found in the Nbrthern Indian territories ; and tlu:
latter arc fo fcarce in'thofe Northern parts, that.during the
whole Winter of one thoufand feven hundred‘and !'cventy,

with oats: but the part being nothiig but a ot buming fand, like the Spanith

fines at Gibraltar, the fuccefs may edfily be gireffed; which was, that it did:
not produce a fingle grain,

" 1did
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I did not fee more than two beaver houfes. Martins
are alfo fcarce in thofe parts; for during the above
period, I do not think that more than fix or eight were
killed by all the Indians in my company. This exceed-
ingly fmall number, among fo many people, may with
great truth be attributed to the indolence of the Indians,
and the wandering life which they lead, rather than to
the great fcarcity of the martins. It is true, that our mov-

ing fo frequently from p]acc to place, did at times make
it not an obje@ worth while to build traps; but had they
taken the advantage of all favourable opportunities, and
been poflefied of half the induftry of the Company’s fer-
vants in the Bay, they might with great eafe have caught
as many hundreds, if not fome thoufands ; and when we
confider the extent of ground which we walked over in
that time, fuch a number would not have been any proof
of the martins being very plentiful.

Except a few martins; wolves, quiquehatches, foxes,

and otters, are the chief furrs to be met with in thofe parts,

and few of the Northern Indians chufe to kill cither the
wolf or the quiquehatch, under a notion that they are
fomething more than common animdls. Indeed, I have
known fome of them fo bigotted to this opinion, that
having by chance killed a quiquehatch by a gun which
.4 been fet for a fox, they have left it where it was killed,
and would not take off its fkin. Notwithftanding this

Ee illy
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filly notion, which is too frequently to be abferved among
thofe people, it generally happens that there are fome in
every gang who are lefs fcrupulous, fo that none of thofe
furrs are ever left to rot ; and even thofe who make a point
of not killing the animals themfelves, are ready to receive
their fkins from other Indians, and carry them to the Fort
for trade.

By the thirtieth of O&ober, all our clothing, {now-
fhoes, and temporary fledges, being completed, we once
more began to prepare for moving ; and on the following
day fet out, and walked five or {ix miles to the South-
ward.

From the firft to the fifth of November we walked on
the ice of a large lake, which, though very confiderable
both in lengtl and breadth, is not diftinguithed by any
general name; on which account I gave it the name of
No Name Lake. On the South fide of this lake we found
fome wood, which was very acceptable, being the firft
that we had feen fince 'we left*Point Lake.

- No Name Lake is .ab_out fifty miles long from North to
South, and, according to the accountof the Indians, is thirty-
five miles wide from Eaft to Weft. It is faid to abound
with fine fifh; but the weather at the time we crofled #
was {0 cold, asto render it impoffible to fit on the ice any

length
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kngth'bf time to angle. A few cxceeding!y fae trout,
and fome very large pike, however, were caught by my
companions.

When we arrived on the South fide of the above lake,
we fhapéd our courfe to the South Weft ; and though the
weather was in general very cold, yet as we every night
found tufts pf wood, in which we could pitch our tents,
we were enabled to make a better defence againft the
weather, than-we had had it in our power to do for fome
time paft.

On the tenth of November, we arrived at the edge of
of the main woods; at which time the Indians began to
make proper fledges, fome {now-fhoes, &c. after which
we proceeded again to the South Weft. But deer and
all other kinds of game were fo fcarce the whole way, that,
except a féw partridges, nothing was killed by any in com-
paay: we had, neverthelefs, plenty of the provifion which
had been prepared at Point Lake,

On the twenneth af the fame month, we arrived at
Anaw’d Whme, or the Indian Lake. In our way we

croffed part of Methy Lake, and walked near eighty miles

,on a fmall river bclongmg to it, which empties itfelf into
“the Great Athapufcow Lake ®*.  While we were walking

The courfe of this river is ncarly South Welft.
Ec 2 on
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on the above little river, the Indians fet fifhing-nets under
the ice every night; but their labour was attended with
fo little fuccefs, that all they caught ferved only as a
delicacy, or to make a little change in our diet; for the
quantity was too trifling to occafion any confiderable faving;
of our other provifions.

Anaw’d Lake, though fo fmall as not to exceed twenty
miles wide in the broadcft part, is celebrated by the na-
tives for abounding with plenty of fith during the Winter;
accordingly the Indians fet all their nets, which were not
a few, and met with fuch fuccefs, that in about ten days
the roes only were as much as all the women could haul

after them.

Tittimeg and barble, with a few {mall pike, were the
only fith caught at this part; the roes of which, parti-
cularly thofe of the tittimeg, are more eftcemied by the
Northern Indians, to take with them on a journey,” than
the fith itfelf ; for about two pounds weight of thefe roes,
when well brulfcd will mike near four gallons of broth,
as thick as common burgoe and if properly manafed,
will be as white as ricé, which makes it very pleafing: to
the eye, and no lef agrcv:able to the palate.’

The land z:ound this lake is. wery hilly, though not
mountainous, . and chxc.ﬂy confifts. of  rocks and loofe

ftones; there muft, however, be a. Imall portion of foil
6 on
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on 'the furface, as it is in molt parts well clothed with tall
poplars, pines, fir, and birch; particularly in the vallies,
where the poplars, pine, and birch feem to thrive beft;
but the firs were as large, and in as flourithing a ftate, on
the very {fummit of the hills, as in any other part.

Rabbits were here {o plentiful, particularly on the South
and South Eaft fide of the lake, that feveral of the In-
dians caught twenty or tMirty in'a night with {nares; and
the wood-partridges were {o numerous in the fir trees, and
fo tame, that 1 have known an Indian kill near twenty of
them in a day with his bow and arrows. The Northern
Indians call this fpecies of the partridge Day ; and though
their flefh is generally very black and bitter, occafioned
by their feeding on the brufh of the fir tree, yet they
make a variety, or change of diet, and are thought ex-
ceedingly good, particularly by the natives; who, though
capable of living fo hard, and at times cating very ungrate-
ful food, are nevérthelefs as fond of variety as any people
whom I ever faw ; and wjl¥go g great lengths; according
to their circumﬁances, to gratify their palates, as the
greateft epicurein England. As'a proof of this affertion,
I havé frcquently known Matonabbee, and others who
could afford ity for the fake of variety only, fend {fome of
their young men to kill a few partridges at the expence of
more ammunition than would have killed deer fufficient
to have maintained their families many days ; whereas the
partridges were always eaten up at onc meal: and to

' heighten
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heighten the luxury on thefe occafions, the partridges are
boiled in a kettle of fheer fat, which it muft be allowed
renders them beyond all defeription finer flavoured than
when boiled in water or common broth. 1 have alfo eat

deer-fkins boiled in fat, which were exceedingly good.

As during our ftay at Anaw’d Lake feveral of the In-
dians were fickly, the do&ors undertook to adminifter re-

wlief 5 particularly to one man, Who had been hauled on a

fledge by his brother for two months. His diforder was
the dead palfey, which affe¢ted onc fide, from the crown
of his head to the fole of his foot. Befides this dreadful
diforder, he had fome inward complaints, with a total lofs
of appetite ; fo that he was reduced to a mere fkeleton,
and fo weak as to be fcarcely capable of {peaking. In this
deplorable condition, he was laid in the center of a large
conjuring-houfe, made much after the manner as that
which has been already defcribed. And that nothing
might be wantmg toward his recovery, the fame man who
deceived the in fwallowiny aﬁ*ionet in the Summer, now
offered to fwallow a large piece of board, about the fize
of a barrel-ftave, in order to effe& his recovery. The
piece of board was prepared by another man, and painted
according to the dire@ion of the juggler, with a rude re-
prefentation of fome ‘beaft of prey on oncﬁdc, and on the -
:cverfe was painted, according to their rude method, a re-
femblance of ‘the fky.

Without
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Without entering into a long detail of the preparations
for this feat, I fhall at once proceed to obferve, that after
the conjurer. had held the neceffary conference with his
invifible fpirits, or fhadows, he afked if I was prefent ;
for he had heard of my faying that I did not fee him
{fwallow the bayonet fair : and on being anfivered in the
affirmative, he defired me to come nearer; on which the
mob made a lane for me to pafs, and I advanced clofe to
him, and found him ftanding at the conjuripg-houfe door
as naked as he was born,

When the piece of board was delivered to him, he pro-
pofed at firft only to fhove one-third of it down his throat,
and then walk round the company afterward to fhove
down another third ; and {o proceed till he had {wallowed
the whole, except a {mall piece of the end, which was
left behind to haul it up again. When he put it to his
mouth it apparently fhpped down his throat like lightning,
“and only left about thregfnches flicking without his lips 3
after walking backwarc anyﬁ)rwards three times, he
hauled ¥ up again, and ran into the conjuring-houfe with
great precipitation. This he did to all appearance with
great eafe and compofure; and notwithftanding I was all
attention on the occafion, I could not dete@ the deceit ;
and as to the reality of its being a piece of wood that hc
pretended to {fwallow, there is not the leaft reafon to doubt
of it, for I had it in my hand, both before and imme-
diately after the ceremony.

To
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1771 To prevent a varicty of opinions on this occafion, and
November. to leflen the apparcnt magnitude of the miracle, as well
as to give fome colour to my {cepticifim, which might
othtrwifc perhaps appear ridiculous, it is neceffary to ob-

{eive, that this feat was performed in a dark and excef-

fively cold night; and although there was a large fire at

{fome diftance, which refle@ed a good light, yet there was

great room for collufion : for though the conjurer himfelf

was quite naked, there were feveral of his fraternity well-
clothed, who attended him very clofe during the time of

his attempting to fwallow the board, as well asat the time

of his hauling it up again.

For thefe reafons it is neceffary alfo to obferve, that on
the day preceding the performance of this piece of decep-
tion, in one of my ‘hunting excurfions, I accidentally
came acrofs the conjurer as he was fitting under:-a bufh,
feveral miles from the tents, where he ‘was bufily employed
fhaping a piece of wood exa& ¥ke that part which ftuck
out of his mouth after: I‘l‘ia,h rctendcd to fwallow the

‘remainder of the picée. “The fhape of the piecé which I
faw him making was thls, ; which exa@ly refembled
the forked end of the main piece, the fhape of which was
this, m So that when his attendants had con-
cealed the main piece, it was' eafy for him to ftick the
fmall point into his mouth, as it was reduced at the fmall

end to a proper fize for the put;__,po_fe

Similar
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Similar proofs may cafily be urged againft his {fwallow-
ing the bayonet in the Summer, as no perfon lefs ignorant
than themfelves can poflibly place any belief in the reality
of thofe feats; yet on the whole, they muft be allowed
a confiderable fharc of dexterity in the performance of
thofe tncl\s, and a wonderful deal of perfeverance in what
they do for the iclief of thofe whom they undertake
to cure,

Not long after the above performance had taken place,
fome of the lndians began to atk me what I thought of
it.  As I could not have any plea for faying that I was far
off, and at the fame time not caring to affront them by
hinting my fufpicions of the deceit, I was fome time at a
lofs for an anfwer: I urged, however, the impoflibility
of a man’s {fwallowing a piece of wood, that was not only
much longer than his whole back, but nearly twice as
broad 3s he could extcn is mouth. On which fome of
them laughed at rn)r rancc, as thay were pleafed to
call it; and faid, tlut ¢k pm waiting fwallowed, or
otherwiie concealed, the ﬁch and only left the forked end
apparently fticking out of the conjurer’s mouth. My
guide, Matonabbee, with all his other good fenfe, was fo
bigotted to the reality of thofe performances, thet he af-
{fured me in the ftrongeft terms, he had feen a 1nan, who was
then in company, fwallow a child’s cradle, with as much
eafe as he could fold up a piece of paper, and put it inte
his mouth ; and that when he hauled it up again, not the

Fit matk
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1771.  mark of a tooth, or of any violence, was to be difcovercd
L———\H—‘ -
November. about it.

This flory {o far cxceeded the feats which I had feen
with the bayonet and board, that, for the fake of keeping
up the farce, I began to be very inquifitive about the
{pirits which appear to them on thofe occafions, and their
form; when I was told that they appearcd.in various
thapes, for ajmoft every conjurer had his peculiar attend-

nt; but that the fpirit which attended the man who pre-
tended to {fwallow the piece of wood, they faid, generally
appeared to him in the fhape of a cloud. This I thought
very a-propos to the prefent occafion; and I muft confefs
that I never had fo thick a cloud thrown before my eyes
before or fince; and had it not been by accident, that I
faw him make a counterpart to the piece of wood faid to
be fwallowed, I fhould have been ftill at a lofs how to ac-
count for fo extraordinary a Pﬁ; of deception, performed

by a man who was entirely nak

As foon as our conjurer had executed the above feat,
and entered the conjuring-houfe, as already mentioned,
five other men and an old woman, all of whom were great

profeffors of that art, firipped themfelves quite naked and
followed him, when they foon began to fuck, blow, fing,
and dance, round the poor paralytic ; and continued fo to
do for three days and four nights, without taking the leaft
reft or refrefhment, not even fo much as a drop of water.
When
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When thefe poor deluding and deluded people came out of
the conjuring-houfe, their mouths were fo parched with
thirft as to be quite black, and their throats {o fore, that
they were fcarcely able to articulate a fingle word, except
thofe that ftand for yes and 7o in their language.

After {o long an abftinence they were very careful not
to eat or drink too much at one time, particularly for the
firft day ; and indeed fome of them, to appearance, were
almoft as bad as the poor man they had been<endeavouring
to relieve. But great part of this was feigned ; for they
lay on their backs with their eyes fixed, as if in the ago-
nies of death, and were treated like young children ; one
perfon fat conftantly by them, moiftening their mouths
with fat, and now and then giving them a drop of water.
At other times a fmall bit of meat was. put into their
mouths, or a pipe held for them to fmoke., This farce
only lafted for the firft day ; after which they fecemed to
be perfedly well, except e hoarfenefs, which continued
ds. And it is truly won-
derful, though the ﬂn&eﬁ trusll; that when the poor fick
man was taken from the conjuring-houfe, he had not only
recovered his appetitc to an amaziag degree, but was able
to move all the fingers and toes of the fide that had been
{o long dead. In three weeks he recovered fo far as to be
capable of walking, and at the end of {ix weeks went a
hunting for his famﬂy. He was onc of the perfons * par-

# His name was Cof-abyagh, the Northera Indian name “for the Rock
Partridge. .
Ff2 ticularly
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ticularly engaged to provide for me during my journey ;
and atter his recovery from this dreadful diferder, accom-
panied me back to Prince of Wales’s Fort in Junc one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two ; and fince that
time he has frequently vifited the Factory, though he never
had a healthy look afterwards, and at times fcemed troubled
with a nervous complaint. It may be added, that he had
been formerly of a remarkable lively difpofation ; but after
his laft illnefs he always appeared thoughtful, fometimes
gloomy, and; in fa&, the diforder feemed to have changed
his whole nature ; for before that dreadful paralytic ftroke,
he was diftinguithed for his good-nature and benevolent
difpofition ; was entirely free from cvery appearance of
avarice; and the whole of his wifhes feemed confined
within the narrow limits of poflefling as many poods as
were abfolutely neceffary, with his own induftry, to cnable
him to fupport his family from feafon to feafon ; but after
this event, he was the moft fra@ious, quarrelfome, difcon-
tented, and covetous wretch akve!

Though the ordinary Wéck of thefe conjurers may be
eafily dete&ted, and juftly exploded, being no more than
the tricks of common' jugglers, yet the apparent good
effe& of their labours on the fick and difeafed is nat fo
eafily accounted ‘for. Perhaps the implicit confidence
placed in them by the fick may, at times, leave the mind
fo perfe@ly at reft, as to caufe the diforder to take a fa-
vourable turn; and a few fuccefsful cafes arc quite fuf-
ficicnt to eftablifh the do&or’s chara&er and reputation :

But
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But how this confideration could operate in the cafe I have
juft mentioned I am at a lofs to fay ; fuch, however, was
the fa&, and I leave it to be accounted for by others.

When thefe jugglers take a diflike to, and threaten a fecret
revenge on any perfon, it often proves fatal to that perfon ;
as, from a firm belief that the conjurer has power over his
life, he permits the very thoughts of it to prey on his
{pirits, till by degrees it brings on a diforder which puts
an end to his exiftence *: and {fometimes a ‘threat of this

kind

* As a proof of this, Matonabbee, {who always thought me poffefled of
this art,) on his arrival at Prince of Wales’s Fort in the Winter of 1778,
informed me, that a man whom I had never feen but once, had treated him
in fuch 2 manner that he was afraid of his life; in confequence of which he
prefied me very much to kill bim, though I was then feveral hundreds of miles
diftant. On which, to pleale this great man to whom I owed fo much, and
not expecting that any harm could poffibly arife from it, I drew. & rough fketch
of two human figures on a piece of paper, in the attitude of wreftling : in the
hand of one of them, I drew tie figure of a bayonet pointing to the breaft
of the-oiner. Thisis me, fai Matonabbee, pointing to the figure which
was holding the bayonet; an I, 15 your enemy. Oppofiie to thofe
figures 1 drew a pine-tree, ovef Wi % a large human eye, and ouwt
of the tree projeted a human hand. This paper I gave to Matonabbee, with
inftrutions to make it as publicly known as poffible. Sure enough, the fol-
lowing ycar, when he came in to trade, he dnformed me that the man was
dead, though at that time he was not lefs than three hundred miles from Prince
Wales’s Fort.  He affured me that the man was in perfeét health when he
heard of my defign againft him; but almoft immediately afterwards became
quite gloomy, and refufing all kind of fuftcnance, in a very few days died.
After this I was frequently applied to on the fame account, both by Mato-
aabbee and other leading Indians, but never thought proper to comply with
their requefts; by which means I not only preferved the credit I gained-on the
ficlt acempt, but always kept them in awe, and in fome degree of refpe-t and

obedience
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kind caufes the death of a whole family ; and that without

any blood being fhed, or the leaft apparent moleftation
being offered to any of the parties.

Having dried as many fith and fifh-roes as we could con-
veniently take with us, we once more packed up our
ftores, and, on the firft day of December, fet out, and
continued our courfe to the South Weft, leaving Anaw’d
Lake on the South Weft. Several of the Indians being
out of order, we made but fhort days journies.

From the firft to the thirteenth, we walked along a courfe
of {fmall lakes, joined to each other by fmall rivers, or
creeks, that have communication with Anaw’d Lake.

In our way we caught daily a few fith by angling, and
faw manyv beaver houfes; but thefe were generally in fo
difficult a Yituation, and had fo many ftones in the com-
pofition of them, that the Indigns killed but few, and
that at a great expence of labof Pnd tools.

On the thirteenth, one of the Indians killed two deer,
which were the firft that we had feen fince the twenticth

obedience to me. In fact, ftrange as it may appear, it is almoft abfolutely
neceflary thatthe chiefs at this place thould profefs fomething a little fuperna-
tural, to be able to deal with thofe people. The circumiftance here recorded
is 2 fa&t well known to Mr. William Jefferfon, who fucceeded me at Churchill
Faltory, aswell as to all the officers and many of the common men who were
at Prince of Wales’s Fort at the time,

of
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of Oéober. So that during a period of near two months,
we had lived on the dried meat that we had prepared at
Point Lake, and a few fith; of which the latter was not
very confiderable in quantity, except what was caught at
Anaw’d Lake. It is true, we alfo caught a few rabbits,
and at times the wood-partridges were fo plentiful, that
the Indians killed confiderable numbers of them with their
bows and arrows; but the number of mouths was fo great,
that all which was caught from our leaving Point Lake,
though, if enumerated, they mightappear very confiderable,
would not have afforded usall a bare fubfiftence ; for though
I and fome others experienced no real want, yet there
were many in our company who could {carcely be faid to
live, and would not have exifted at all; had it not been
for the dry meat we had with us.

When we left the above-mentioned lakes we fhaped a

courfe-more to the Southwgrd, and on the twenty-fourth, -

arrived at the Narth ﬁglq_ the great Athapufcow Lake.
In our way we faw many Ip#tin deer, and beaver were
very plentiful, many of which the Indians killed; but
the days were fo fhort, that the Sun only took a circuit of
a few points of the compafs above the horizon, and did
not, at its greateft altitude, rife half-way up the trees.
The brilliancy of the Aurora Borealis, however, and of
the Stars, even without the affiftance of the Moon, made

fome amends for that deficiency ; for it was frequently fo

light all night, that I could {ee to read a very {mall print.
The
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The Indians make no difference between night and day
when they are hunting of beaver; but thofe noffurnal
lights are always found infufficient for the purpofe of
hunting deer or moofe.

I do not remember to have met with any travellers into
high Northern latitudes, who remarked their having hecard
the Northern Lights make any noife in the air as they vary
their colours or pofition; which may probably be owing to
the want of perfe& filence at the time they made their ob-
fcrvations on thofe meteors. I can pofitively affirm, that
in ftill nights I have frequently heard them make a ruftling
and crackling noife, like the waving of a large flag in a frefh
gale of wind. This is not peculiar to the place of which [
am now writing, as I have heard the fame noife very plain at
Churchill River ; and in all probability it is only for want
of attention that it has not been heard in every part of the
Northern hemifphere where th%}#vc been known te fhine
with any confiderable degx%gﬁ ;‘g&k It is, however, very
probable that thefe lights\are fometimes much nearer the
Earth than they are at others, according to the ftate of
the atmofphere, and tkis may have a great effe@ on the
found: but the truth or falfchood of this conjecture I
leave to the determinations of thofe who are better tkilled
in natural philofophy than I can pretend to be.

Indian deer (the only fpecies found in thofe parts, ex-
cept the moofe) are fo much larger than thofc which fre-
quent
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quent: the barren grounds to the North of Churchill River,
that a fmall doe is equal' in fize to a Northern buck. - The
hair of the former is of a fandy red during the Winter;
and their horns, though much ftronger, are not fo long'
and branchy as are thol'c of the latter kind. Neither
is the flefh of thofe deer fo much cfteemed by the North-
ern Indmns, as that of the {maller kind, which inhabit the
more Eaftern and I\Iorthem parts of the country. Indeed,
it muft be allowed to be much cofirfer, and of a d1ffucnt
flavour ; inafmuch as the large Lincolnthire mutton differs
from grafs Jamb. I muft ac_knowledgc, however, that I
always thought it véry good. . This is that fpecics of deer
which are found fo plentlful near York Fort and Severn
River. ‘They are alfo at times found in confiderable num-
bers near Churchill River ; and I have fggn them killed as
far North, near the fea-fide, as'Seal River : But the fmall
Northern Indian deer are fcldom known to crofs Churchill
River, except in fome vefy extraordinary cold feafons, and
when the Northern wind$ have prevailéed much :\._p the
prectdmg fall ; for thufe. %G.x:s are always made in the
Winter. - But thou'gh I own: ihat: the fleth of the large
Southern ‘déetis very good, 1 muft ‘at the fame time con-
fefs that" the flefli! of the frall- ‘Northern deer, whether
buck or‘doe, in their proper ?cafon, s by ‘far more deli-
cious;; ahd the- ﬁneﬁ 1 have ever -eaten,” either in this
country or a&y other;’ mﬁas of that peculiar. quzhty, thag
it ncver eloys. . I can affirm this from.my own experience ;
Gy for,
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1771, for, after living on it entirely, as it may be faid, for twelve
m or cighteen months fucceffively, I fcarcely ever withed for
a change of food; though when fith or fowl came in my

way, it was very agreeable.

The beaver being fo plentiful, the attention of my com-
panions was chiefly engaged on them, as they not only
furnifhed delicious food, but their fkins proved a valuable
acquifition, bcmg a principal article of trade, as well as
a ferviceablc one for clothing, &c.

The fituation of thc beaver-houfes is various. Where
the beavers are numerous they are found to inhabit lakes,
ponds, and rivers, as well as thofe narrow creeks which
conne& the’ :m‘cmus lakes with which this country
abounds; but the two latter are generally chofen by them
when the depth of water and other circumftances are fuit-
able, as they have then the advantage of a current to
convey wood and other neccﬁ'aneatc their habitations, and
becaufe, in general, theg.ar® more difficult to ‘be taken,
than thofe that are built in Randmg water.

There is no one patticular part of a lakc, pond, nver,
or creek, of Which the beavers make choice for building
their houifes on, in preference to mothtr ; for. th:‘y fome~
tmes build on pmnta, f(}mctim&s in the hﬁﬂow .of 4. bay,'

and often on fimall iflands ; they alwa}'s chuﬁ:, homvcr,
thole
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thofe 'parta that have fuch a depth of water as will refift
the froft in Winter, and prevent it from freezing to the
bottom.

The beaver that build their houfes in fmall rivers or
creeks, 4o which the water is liable to be drained off when
the back fupplies are dried up by the froft, are wonder-
fully taught-by inftin& to provide againft that evil, by
making a dam quite acrofs the river, at a convenient dif-
tance from their houfes. This I look upon’ as the moft
curious piece of workmanfhip that is performed by the
beaver ; not fo much for the neatnefs of the work, asfor

its firength and real fervice; and at the fame time it

difcovers fuch a degrec of fagacity and forefight in the
animal, of approaching evils, as is little inferior to that
of the human fpecies, and is certainly peculiar to thofe
animals.

The beaver-dats differ ; in fhape according to the nature
of the place in whick: they are built.  If the water in the
river or cxcck have 'but listle motion, the dam is almoft
ftraight ; but when the current is more rapid, it is always
made with a, conﬁderable r:urve, convéx towdrd the ftream.
The matcnalg made ’ufe -of in’ “¢hofe ‘dams “aré drift-wood,
gr@cn wﬂ’lows, ‘birch, “and @aplars, if they ‘can be ' got;
alfo mid and’ ftones, mtermxxcd in fueh a manner ds muf®
cw&f:nrly ‘eontribute to the ftrength of ‘the"dam ; ‘but in
thefe dams there is no other order or method obferved ex-

Gg 2 cept
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and all thep.rts bemg

af cquﬁ i’u:ength

In places which have been long frcqucnted by beaver
undifterbed, their dams, by frequent repairing, become a
folid bank, capable of refifting a great force both ‘of water
and ice; and as ‘the- w:llow, poplar, and birch generally
take root and thoot'1 up, they by - degrt:cs form.a kind of
eguiar-pla.nted hedge, which I have feen in fome places
for-tall, ¢hat birds have built theis nefts among the

‘ branchcs

Though the beaver which build their houfes in lakes and
other ftanding w;;tcrs, may enjoy a fufficient quantity of
their favourite elemmt without ﬁhe afﬁﬁanne of a. dam,
the trouble of gctt:ng wood and other neceﬁ'ar,ms to their
habitations without the help of a .current, . muft in fome
meafure counterbalance the other. advantages which are
reaped from fuch.a ﬁrugtwn ; for it mul¥h _..-obfpwed that
the beaver which build 3 Jp.xivers and cndls, alway&cut,thmr
wood above their houfes, fo’ that the current. with little
trouble, SRnTeyR. it to the place required.

‘The beaver-houfes are built.of the, fame materials as
their dams, and are always froportwncdgg fize ‘to the

‘npmber of inhabitants, wfucﬁ fcldom ‘exaeed. four old,

and {ix or eight young ones; thw@, iajr charice, -f havc

{cen above double that'number. e
Thefe
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Thef€ houles,” tholigh' not altogether dnwoithy' o of ad-
miration, Bl @é %01:{ of the" eneral dcfirxphon g_wen
of them for mﬂezd of” order or regulatlou being ob-
fcrved in reanng them, they are of a much ruder ﬁrué’ture
than {heir dmns'

Thife Whﬁ Bave un&'maken to 'defcribe the infide of
beaVcr-houFéé’ as ﬁaﬁ?ﬁ‘lg feveral apartmcnts approprmted to
v:trmué ufcs* Tu"ch as’ é"éting, ﬂec ping, ftore-houfes for pgo_
vifions, and’ one “for ‘thefr" naturé’l occafions,” &P muft
have been very little” acquq@ted ‘with the i'ubje& or,

which is fHll worfe, guﬂl‘ ydf attempting t6* imipofe on:
fenting the greateft falfehoods as

the cmdtﬁous, %y reprefe
real facdts. Many years éonﬂant Tefidente among the In-

diatis, dirrin) fwhlcﬁ T hadian opp ortumty of i'f:r'.mg3 feverfu'
hundrec ) ;iaf 'f'fhbfé houfes,” has enabfi’:d me to affirm that

hmfg of the’ kmd is ciy vo:d of truth; for,

every _thing of
notwithftans iﬁg th’e fagamry , _
been abfevaﬂ fhﬁt"‘they aim’ a a};y other convemwcres

e ’@ haﬁ a ﬂ"t h Place to" he ‘on ; and

, ‘which. théy occafion-

ally takc out of ‘th¢ ;‘Wh‘fter

I Hfrg_‘ juently Eaps; ‘that fome of the large houfes

th cHation ; 5 but that 13 no more than a patt, of the
fain’ __'uﬂ"‘ ling, left by the fagauty of the bt.aver to fup-
port. ¢he roof. On fuch occafions it is common for thofe
diffcrent

er ammals. it has never:

found have cm,é or- mare partmcﬁs, it they deferve:
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different apartments, as fome are pleafed to call-them, to
have no communication with each other but by water; fo
that in fa@ they may be called double or treble houfes,
rather than different apartments of the fame houfe. I
have feen a large beaver-houfe built in a {fmall ifland, that
had near a dozen apartments under one roof : and, two or
three of thefe only excepted, none of them had any com-
munication with'each other but by water. = As there were
beaver enough to' ithubit each apartment, it is more than

rﬁbable that each famlly knew its own, and always en-
tered at their own door, without having any farther con-
necion with their nexghbour.s tban a friendly intercourfe ;
and to join their united 1abours in ercding their feparate ha-
bitations, and building their dams where required. It is
difficult to fay whether their intércft on other occafions
was anyways reciprocal. The Indians of my party killed
twelve old beaver, and twenty-five young and half-grown
oncs out of the houfeabove mentioned ; and on examjnation
found that feveral had efcaped their vigilance, and could
not be taken but at the eXpence of more trouble than
would be fufficient to take double the number in a lefs
dlfhcult fituation

Travellers who affert that ‘the beaver have two doors to
their houfes, one on the land-fide, and the other next the

* The dlfﬁculty here altuded to, 'was the numberlels waults the beaver had
in the fides of the pond, and the immenfc thicknefs of the houle in fome
par.ts_.

“water,
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water, feem to be lefs acquainted with thofc animals than
others who affign them an elegant fuite of apartments.
Such a proceeding would be quite contrary to their manner
of life, and at the fame time would render their houfes of
no ufe, either to prote&t them from their enemies, or guard
them 4gainft the extremé cold in Winter.

The ;q.uiqq_,chattihes, ‘or wolvereens, are great enemies to
the beaver 5 and 1f there were a paffage into their houfes
on the land-fide, would not leave one of them’alive where-
ever they came.

I cannot refrain from fmiling, when I read the accounts:

of different Authors who have written on the ceconomy
of thofe animals, as there feems to be a conteft between
them, who fhall moft exceed in fition. Bt the Compiler
of the Wonders of Nature and Art feems, in my opinion,
to have fucceeded beft in this refpe@ ; as'he has not only
colle@ed all the fictions inte which other writers on the
fubje@ Have run, but has fo greatly improved on them,
that little remains to be added to his account of the beaver,
befide a vocabulary of their language, a cade of their laws,
and a fketch of their religion, to make it the moft com-
plete natural hiftory of that apimal which can poflibly be
offered to-the public.

There capnot be a greater impofition, or indeed a
grofier infult, on common underftanding, than the wifh
7 to
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to make us l)LllCVC the ftories of fome of the works afcribed
to the beaver ; ; and though it is not to be ﬁlppoftd that the

compiler of a general work can be intimatcly acquainted
with every fubje& of which it may be ncceffary to treat,
yet a very moderate fhare of underftanding is furely fuf-
ficient to guard him againft giving credit to fuch mar-
vellous tales, however ﬁnoothly they may be told, or

however boldly they may be afferted, by the romancing
traveller.

To deny that the beaver is poﬁ'cfrcd'of a very confider-

-able degree of {agacity, would be as abfurd in me, as it is in

thofe Authers who think they cannot allow them too much.

I fhall willingly grant them their full fhare; but it is im-
poffible for any one to conceive how, or by what means, -
a beaver, jwhofc full helght when " ftanding ere& does
not exceed two fect and a half, or three fect at moft, and-
whofe forc-paws are not smuch larger than a half-crown
piece, can *¢ drive ftakes as thick as a man’s leg into the
¢ ground threc or four feet,deep hEII‘ 5 wat:clmg thofe
« ftakes with twigs,” is equally abfs rd 5 - and their *¢ plaif-

¢ tering the infide of their houfes with a campofition of
“ mud and ﬁ.taw, and fwnnrnmg with mud and ftones on
«¢ their tails,” are fill more. mcredmblc The form and
fize of the animal, notwithftanding all its fagacmy, will
not admit of “its pcrfa;mmg fuch fcgts, and it would be
as nnpoﬁiblc; for a. beagex to ufe its tail as a trowel, . sexcept

on the furface of the ground on which it walks, as -it
would
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would have been for Sir James Thornhill to have painted
the dame of St. Paul’s cathedral without the affiftance of
fcaffolding. The joints of their tail will not admit of
their turning it ever their backs on any occafion what-
ever, as it has a natural inclination to bend downwards;
and it'if.inot without fome confiderable exertion that they
can keep.it from trailing on the ground. This being the
cafe, ‘they cannos fit ere&t like a fquirrel, which is their
common pofture; particularly when eating, or when they
are cleaning themfelves, as a cat or fquirre! does, without
having their tails bent forward between their legs; and
which may not lmproper]y be called ‘their trencher.

So far are the beaver from driving ftakes into the ground
when building their houfes, that they lay moft of the wood
crofswife, and ﬁcari“y horizontal,” and ‘without any other
ordér than that of leaving a hollow ‘or cavity in the middle ;
when any unncccﬁiry branches proje& inward, they cut
them off with" ‘their teeth, ‘andthrow them in among the
reft, to prevent the mud ffdm falling’ through the roof.
It is a miftaken motion, that the wood-work is firft.com-
pleted 2 and then: plaxﬁered for the who‘,le of their houfes,
‘as well as their daths, are from the ibuudatxon one mafs
of wood and ‘mud, mixed with ftones, if they can be pro-
cured.  The mud is always taken from the ‘edge of the
bank,” or the bottom of the creek or pond, near the door
of %he houfe; and though their fore-paws are fo fmall,
yet it is held clo{'e up between themn, ‘under their thmat

that
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1771, that they carry both mud and ftones; while they always

— v -
December.  drag the wood with their teeth.

All their work is exccuted in the night; and they are
{fo expeditious in completing it, that in the courfe of one
night I have known them to have collected as much mud at
their houfes as to have amounted to fome thoufands of their
little handfuls ; and when any mixture of grafs or ftraw has
appearcd in it, it has been, moft affuredly, mere chance,
owing to the rature of the ground from which they had
taken it.  As to their defignedly making a compofition for
that purpofe, it is entirely void of truth.

It is a great piece of policy in thofe animals, to cover, or
plaifter, as it is ufually called, the outfide of their houfes
every fall with frefh mud, "and as late as poflible in the
Autumn, even when the froft becomes pretty fevere; as
by this means it {foon freezes as bard as a ftone, and pre-
vents their common enemy, the quiquehatch, from dif-
turbing them during the Winter. ',@pd,as they are fre-
quently {een to v_va-fk over their work, and fometimes to
give a flap with their tail, particularly when plunging into
the water, this has, without doubt, given rife to the vulgar
opinion that-they ufe their tails as a trowel, with which
they plaifter their houfes ; whereas that flapping of the tail
is no more than a cuftom, which they always preferve,
even when they beeome tame and domeftic, and more par-
ticularly fo when they are Rlartled. |

Their
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Their food chictly confifts of a large root, fomething
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refembling a cabbage-ftalk, which grows at the bottom Deccube.

of the lakes and rivers. “They ecat alfo the bark of trees,
particularly that of the poplar, birch, and willow ; but
the ice preventing them from getting to the land in Winter,
they bave not any barks to feed upon during that feafon,

except that of fuch ficks as they cut down in Summer, .

and throw into the water oppofite the doors of their
houfes ; and as they generally cat a great deal, the roots
above mentioned conftitute a chief part of their food during
the Winter. In Summer they vary their diet, by eating
various kinds of herbage, and fuch berries as grow near
their haunts during that feafon.

When the ice breaks up in the Spring, the beaver al-
ways leave their houfes, and rove about the whole Sum-
mer, pmb tb!y in fearch of a more commodious fituation
but in, cafe of not fucceeding in' their endeavours, they
return again to their old habitations a little before the Fall
of the leaf, and lﬂ?{ in their Winter ftock of woods.
They feldom begin to repair the houfes till the froft
commences, and never finith the quter-coat till the cold is
pretty fevere, as hath been already mentioned.

When they fhift their habitations, or when the increafc
of their number renders it ncceﬂary to make {ome addition
to their houfes, or to ere& new ones,. they begin felling

Hh 2 the
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the wood for thefe purpofes early in the Summer, but
fcldom begin to build till the middle or latter end of
Auguft, and never complete their houfes till the cold
weather be fet in.

Notwithftanding what has been fo repeatedly reported

of thofe animals aflembling in great bodics, and jointly

cre@ing large towns, citics, and commonwealths, as they
have fomettmgs been called, I am confident, from many
circumftances, that cven where the greateft numbers of
beaver are fituated in the neighbourhood of each other,
their labours are not carricd on jointly in the eredtion of
their different habitations, nor have they any reciprocal
intereft, except it be fuch as live immediately under the
fame roof 3 and then it extends no farther than to build or
keep a dam which is common to {everal houfes. In fuch
cafes it is natural to think that every one who receives be-
pefit from fuch dams, fhould affift in ereing it, being
fenfible of its utility te all,

Perfons who attempt to take beaver in Winter fhould
be thoroughly acquainted with their manner of life, other-
wifc they will have endlefs trouble to effeé their purpofe,
and probably w1th0ut fuccefs in the end ; becaufe they have
always a number of holes in tlm banks, whn:h ferve them as
places of retreat vg;hcn any injury is offesed to their houfes ;-

and in gmcr.al it is in thofe holes that they are taken,
When
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When the beaver which are fituated in a {mall river or
creck are to be taken, the Indians fometimes find it ne-
ceflary to ftake the river acrofs, to prevent them from
pafling ; after which, they endeavour to find out all their
holes or places of retreat in the banks. This requires much
pra&ice and experience to accomplifh, and is performed in
the following manner: Every man being furnithed with
an ice-chifel, lafhes it to the end of a fmall ftaff about
four or five feet long; he then walks alopg the cdge of
the banks, and keeps knocking his chifels_Zgainﬂ the ice.
Thofe who are well acquainted with that kind of work
well know by the found of the ice when they are oppofite
to any of the beavers’ holes or vaults.  As foon as they
fufped any, they cut a hole through the ice big enough to
admit an old beaver ; and in this manner proceed till they
have found out all their places of retreat, or at leaft as
many of them as poflible. While the principal men are
thus employed, fome of the underftrappers, and the wo-
men, are bufy in breaking open the houfe, which at times
is no eafy tatk ; for I have frequently known thefe houfes
to be five and fix feet thick ; and one in particular, was
more thaneight feet thick on the crown. When the beaver

find that their habitations are invaded, they fly to their

holes in the banks for fhelter ; and on being perceived by
the Indians, which is eafily done, by attending to the
metion of the water, they block up the entrance with
ftakes of wood, and then haul the beaver out of its hole,
either by hand, if they can reach it, or witha large hook

’ madae
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made for that purpofe, which is faftened to the end of a
long ftick.

In this kind of hunting, every man has the {ole right
to all the beaver caught by him in the holes or vaults; and
as this is a conftant rule, each perfon takes care to mark
fuch as he difcovers, by fticking up the branch of a tree,
or {fome other diftinguifhing poﬁ by which he may know

~them. All that are caught in the houfe alfo are the pro-

perty of the perfon who finds it.

The fame regulations are obferved, and the fame procefs
ufed in taking beaver that are found in lakes and other
ftanding waters, except it be that of ftaking the lake
acrofs, which would be both unneceffary and impoflible.
Taking beaver-houfes in thefe fituations is generally at-
tended with lefs trouble and meore fuccefs than in the
former.

_The beaver is an animal which cannot keep under water
long at a time ; {o that when their houfes are broke open,
and all their places of retreat difcovered, ‘they have but

one choice left, as it may be called, ¢ither to be taken in

their houfes: or their’ vnults ‘i general they prefer the
latfer for where there'is one beaver caught ‘in the houfe,

y thoufands are taken in their vaults in the bﬂﬁ.
Sometrmes they are canght in nets, and in the Summer
very frequently in trapst  In Winter they are very fat and

delicious 3
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delicious; but the trouble of rearing their young, the
thinnefs of their' hair, and their conftantly roving from
place to place, with the trouble they have in providing
againft the approach of Winter, generally keep them very
poor dyxing. the Summer feafon, at which time their fleth
is but indifferent cating, and their fkins of fo little value,
that the Indians generally finge them, even to the amount
of many thoufands in one Summer. They have from two
to five young, at a time. Mr. Dobbs; in his Account of
Hudfon’s Bay, enumerates no lefs than pight different
kinds of beaver ; but it muft be under_ﬂ:ood that they arc
all of one kind aﬂd {pecics : his diffin@ions arife who]ly
from the different feafons of the year in which they are
killed, and the different uics to which their fkins are ap-
phcd which is the fole reafon that the} vary {o much in
value..

Jofeph Lefranc, or Mr. Dobbs forhim, fays, that a
good hunter can kill fix hundred beaver in one {fealon, and
cam only carry one hundred to market. If that was
'-'rcall _the cafe in- hﬁftanc s time, the canpes muft have
bex:n much {maller than thcy arg at prefent for it 1s
well kaown that the generality of the ¢anoes which have
vifited, the Campany’s Faaries for the laft forty or fifty
-years, age capable of carrying three hundred beaver-fkins

wigh great cafe, exclufive of the Indians luggage, pro-

ﬂfmf: N
If
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If ever a particular Indian killed fix hundred beaver in
one Winter, (which is rather to be doubted,) it is more
than probable that many in his’ company did not kill
twenty, and perhaps fome none at all ; {o that by diftri-
buting them among thofe who had bad fuccefs, atd others
who had no abilities for that kind of huntine, there would

‘be no neceflity of leaving them to rot, or for finging them

in the fire, as related by that Author., During my refi-
dence among the Indians I have known fome individuals
kill morc beavtr, and other heavy furrs, in the courfe of a
Winter, thauw their wives could manage ; but the overplus
was never wantonly deftroyed, but always given to thels
relations, or to thofe who had been lefs fuccefsful ; fo that
the whole of the great hunters labours were always brought
to the Fa&tory. It is indeed too frequently a cuftom among
the Southern Indians to finge many otters, as well as
beaver 3 but this is feldom done, except in Summer, when
their fkins are of fo little value as to be {carcely weorth the
duty ; on which account it has been always thought im-
politic to encourage the natives to kill {fuch valuable ani-
mals at a time when their {kins are not in feafon.

The white beaver, mentioned by Lefranc, are fo rare, that
inftead of being  blown upon by the Company’s Fa&ors,”
as he aflerts, I rather doubt whether one-tenth of them ever
faw one during the time of their refidence in this country.
In the courfe of twenty years experience in the countries

about
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about Hudfon’s Bav, though I travelled fix hundred miles
to the Weft of the fea-coaft, I never faw but one white
beaver-fkin, and it had many reddifh and brown hairs along
the ridge of the back, and the fides and belly were of a
glofly filvgry white. It was deemed by the Indians a
oreat curiofity ; and I offered three times the ufual price
for a few of them, if they could be got; but in the courfe
of ten years that I remained there afterward, I could
not procure another ; which is a convincing proof there
is no fuch thing as a breed of that kind, andjthat a vari-
ation from the ufual colour is very rare.

Black beaver, and that of a beautiful glofs, are not un-

common : pc:rhaps they are more plentiful at Churchill -

than at any other Factory in the Bay ; but it is rare to get
more than twelve or fifteen of their fkins in the courfc of

one ycar”s trade.

Lefranc, as an Indian, muft have known better than
to have informed Mr. Dobbs that the beaver have from ten
to fifteen young at a time; or if he did, he muft have
deceived him wilfully : for the Indians, by killing them
in all ftages of geftation, have abundant opportunitics of
afcertaining the ufual number of their offspring. I have
fcen fome hundreds of them killed at the feafons favour-
able for thofe obfervations, and never could difcover more

than fix young in one femule, and that only in two in-
11 ftances ;

1771,
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ftances ; for the ufual number, as I have beforc obferved,
is from two to five.

Befides this unerring method of afcertaining the real
number of young which any animal has at a time, there is
another tule to go by, with refpect to the bea}cr, which
experience has proved to the Indians never to vary or de-
ccive them, that is by diffe@ion; for on examining the
worub of a beaver, cven at a time when not with young,
there is alwnys found a hardith round knob for every young
fhe bad ;I:Ebf‘ laft litter. ‘This is a circumftance 1 have
been partichifiuily careful to examine, and can aftirm it

J
to be true, from real experience.

Moft of the-accounts, nay I may fay all the accounts
now cxtant, refpe&ing the beaver, are taken from the
authority of the French who have refided in Canada; but
thofe accounts differ {o much from the real ftate and ceco-
nomy of all the beaver to the North of that place, as to leave
great room to fufped the truth of them altogether. In
the firft place, the affertion that they have two doors to
their houfes, one on the land-fide, and the other next the
water, is, as I have before obferved, quite contrary to fa&t
and common fenfe, as it would render their houfes of no
ufe to them, cither as places of thelter from the incle-
mency of the extreme cold in Winter, or as a retreat from
their common enemy the quiquehatch. The only thing

10 that
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that could have made M. Du Pratz, and other French

243
1771.

writers, conjecture that fuch a thing did exift, muft have December,

been from having feen fome old beaver-houfes which had
been taken by the Indians; for they are always obliged
to make 3 hole in one fide of the houfe before they can
drive them out; and it is more than probable that in“fo
mild a climate as Canada, the Indians do gencrally make
thofe holes on the land-fide *, which without doubt gave
rife to the fuggeftion.

In refpe& to the beaver dunging in their hgudes, as
fome perfons aflert, it is quite wiowp;™ as they always
plunge into the water to do it. I am the better cnabled
to make this affertion, from having kept feveral of them
till they became fo domefticated as to anfwer to their name,
and follow thofe to whom they were accuftomed, in the
fame manner as a dog would do; and they were as much

pleafed at being fondled, as any animal I ever faw. I had
a houfe built for them, and a fmall piece of water before
the door, into which they always plunged when they
wanted to eafe nature; and their dung being of a light
fubftance, immediately rifes and floats on the furlace,

* The Northern Indians think that the fagacity of the beaver direéts them to
make that partof thei: houfe which fronts the North much thicker than any
other part, witha view i defe m’ling themfelves from the cold winds which ge-
nerally blow from that quari-r during the Winter; and for this reafon the
Northern Indians ginerally brcak open that fide of the beaver-houfes which
exaltly front the South.

1i2 then
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then fcparates and fubfides to the bottom. When the
Winter fets in fo as to freeze the water folid, they ftill
continue their cuftom of coming out of their houfe, and
dunging and making water on the ice; and when the
weather was {o cold that I was obliged to take ¢hem into
my houfe, they always went into a large tub ‘of water
which I fet for that purpofe: fo that they made not the
leaft dirt, though they were kept in my own fitting-
room, where they werc the conftant companions of the
Indian wompn and children, and were {o fond of their
compiqy, th:gt‘ when the Indians were abfent for any con-
{iderable tintd;~cle beaver difcovered great figns of un-
cafinefls, and on their return thewed equal marks of plea-
fure, by fondling on them, crawling into their laps, lay-
ing on their backs, fitting ere& like a {quirrel, and be-
having to them like children who fee their parents but
fcldom. In general, during the Winter they lived on the
famc food as the women did, and were remarkably fond
of rice and plum-pudding: they would eat partridges

-and frefh venifon very freely, but I never tried them with

fifh, though I have heard they will at times prey on
them. In fa&, there are few of the granivorous animals
that may not be brought to be carniverous. It is well
known that our domeftic poultry will eat animal food :
thoufands of geefe that come to London market are fat-
tened on tallow-craps; and our horfes in Hudfon’s Bay
would not only eat all kinds of- animal food, but alfo
drink freely of the wafh, or pot-liquor, intended for the

hogs,
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hogs. And we are affured by the moft authentic Authors,
that in Iceland, not only black cattle, but alfo the theep,
arc almoft entitcly fed on fith and filh-bones during the
Winter feafon. Even in the Ifles of Orknev, and that in
Summer. - the fheep attend the ¢bbing of the tide as re-
gular as the Efquimaux curlew, and go down to the fhore
which the tide has left, to feed on the fea-weed.  This,
however, 1s through ncceflity ; for even the famous Ifland
of Pomona * will not afford them an exiftence above high-

water-mark.

With refpe& to the inferior, or flesk-beaver, of which
fome Authors {peak, it is, in my opinion, very difhcult

for thofe who are beft acquainted with the ccconomy cf

this animal to determine whether there are any that de-
ferve that appellation or not. It fometimes happens, that
a beaver is caught, which has but a very indifferent coat,
and which has broad patches on the back, and fhoulders
almoft vr:zholly without hair.  This is the only foundation
for afferting that there is an inferior, or {lave-beaver,
among them. And when one of the above defcription is

taken, it is perhaps too haftily inferred that the hair is -

worn off from thofe parts by carrying heavy loads:
whereas it is moft probable that it is caufed by a diforder
that attacks them fomewhat f{imilar to thc mange; for

* This being the largeft of the Orkney Iflands, is called by the Inhabitants

the Main Land.
were
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