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A JOURNEY TO THE 

were that falling oil' of the hair occalioned by perform
ing extra labour, it is natural to think that inftances of 
it ,vould be more frc'luent than there arc; as it is rare to 
fce one of them in the courfe of feven or ten years. I 
ha,'e fcen a whole houfe of thofe animals that h~ nothing 
on the furface of .their bodies but the fine foft down; all 
the long hairs haVing molted off. . This and every other 
deviation from the general run is undoubtedly owing to 
fame particu~ar difordcr. 

CHAP 
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C HAP. VIII. 

Tranfa~tioM and Remarks frolll our Arrival on the SOlllit 
Side of the Athapufcow Lake, till our Arrival at 
Prince of Wales's Fort on Churchill River. 

Crqfi tIJe AtVOPI!fcO'W Lahc.-Defi·ripljVll if It flJld its frvdflt7ioJlJ , as./!11/ 
as could be dijto'l,.'('rcd in Winter, wbm tbc flOW 'U rns Oil fbe, groulld. 

Fifo flulld in the talc.-Defi:ripltofl 0/' tbe br:ffit!(./;-u/j,J~c" I/lOofl or 
elk, and the me/hod (if drtjJil1g their fli'lJ,-:-~,~/{l 'I ''U.'01J1tl1J a/alit thpl 
bad ?lot fi'Cfl a human filet' } ur 1/lU1'C ,h,l!l fcVC1I mOIlI/JJ.-IIL''- account 
bow jbc U1II1l' to be tn tbat jilllat;IJI/; Ilnd her w rio,,! metbod of pro4 
c1Iring a livclihood.-MallY qj' 111)' ludil1llJ wrrj/!rd for her.-Arrive 
at the Great AlhaPl~fi"ow Rivu'.-Walk along tbe }idt" q/ the Rivcrj&r 

fi'l)(rol da)'$t alld tht:lljlril:t 0/110 fht: EaJlward.-DilJicIIIIJ' ill gettillg 
through the u'oods in ma11Y plaCts.-MI'C! witb fimu'jlrallge l{urtIJt1'1J 
bldilillS 011 ibeir return from IUl' Forl.-1I1a t more jlrallgers, whom 111)' 

compa.nions plll1ldt'red, and from 'whom tbey took Me if their y oung 
women-CUrlOIIJ llla1JlU1' if lift: wbicb Ihrfe }lranger,; lcad, (I"d !he 
retifon tbey gave f or roving f ) fllr jruni tbeir tlfual riftdeTltt.-Lea'i.l~ 

IbeJim: level cOlmlr), of IUL' Alhtlfi"fi:oWJ, ([lid onj've af'th£' StrJ1l.'lliilll 
if Ihe NfJrlhtrll Ilrdi.m CQU1tl!)I.-ll4.a l.fom(.,/lraflgc l\,corlho'u llJdill!lJ', 
ont if wb(.'m C(!rrifd a ldla jor mr.' to rrjua '1 IVa/a 'J F (;rl,.i" 1110rcb 
one th01Jolld t;:vm bum/red dud j.'VC1i11'- '11It , (lIld war' r'fl~"'l' "fl' w: .711-~~ j < w ~> 

fUll''' to it, dated IWOII;eth '!/ Ymu.!ollfJ'w;1Ig.- !fJ/liaIiJ b''giu pn',;ari"g 
wO(ld·wor~ and bir:cb.rilld j;;r (}{!1wcs.-The f'fl"il! (J8 i,,/ g.-:/(. ·/JuJ!r-..'(J'('. 
-Illdian me/bod (1 rlltl1lillg tbe 1Jl&?fi- dL-t'r (!t;1.r:1I 1:1' jjlti.d efird.
Arrival at .Tbalt)'t/zo Ri'lJtr.-Su flmc jln(l!gl-'/'J.-'l'bc bm/a/il.1' tj' 
my C:mzpalliOfU.-A IremfflJo/U galr: and,!l101.v-drijl.-Alat 'wi,h ;'Wt'l:: 
JirOtl!"1 ;-rtmarkl on it.-Leave all tbe clda'~I- pc(!pl~ (~rtd rvi/drru, 
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ol1d procrcd dircEi/y to the Forr.-Stop to huild CQnotJ, Ql!.d thell atWanu, 
-Several 0/ the Indianl die througb hNngtr~ and malty athert art 
oblig,d 10 dulin' tb, joum,y for want 0/ tmIIIIu,ut;on.-A viol,nt Jlo~!" 
alld inundation, thaI forced us to the top of a high hill, VJpere 'tW fiif

j ired gmit diJIrefi for more Iballtwo daYI.-Kili fivcral dur.-Tb, 
indiam m' thod 0/ priferoing Ib, Jldh witboul Ih, qffiJIonceV falt.
See I..,,,ai indians thai w,n going 10 Knapp' J 'Bay.-Gam, of all kindl 
remarkably plentifol.-A,.,.;v, otth, Fallery. 

ln2'\A..F TER expending fome days in hunting beaver, we 
~ . ~oceed to crofs the Athapufcow Lake; but as 

we ha m h tiine in hunting deer and beaver, which 
were very p e 1 n fome of the illands, it was the 

91h. ninth of JanUary before we arrived on the South fide. 

This lake, from the bell information which I could. get 
from the natives, is about one hundred and twenty leagues 
long from Eall to Well, and twenty wide froll) North to 
South. The point where we crotted it is {aid to be the 
narroweft. It is fuJI of illands; moft of which are c10thed 
with fine tall poplars, birch; and pines, .and are well 
/locked with Indian deer. On fome of the large illands 
we alfo found feveral beaver; .but this mull be underftood 
only of' fuch illands as liad large ponds in them; for not 
one beaver-houfe was .to .be feen Qn the margin 9fany'of 
them.. . . ' 
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parts are fo elole to ,each other as to farm very narrow 
channels, like little rivers, in which I found (when 
angling for fiIb) a tonfidmblecurrc:nt fetting to the 
~afiwar4.. 

The fiIb tftat are common in thil lake, as weU as ih 
molt of the, other lakes in this c~try, are pike, trollt, 
perch. barbie, tittameg, and methy; the two Iall: are 

'names given by the II!ltives to two [pecies of lith which 
are 'found only in this country. Bdides theie, we alfo 
caught another k.ind of lith, whlch is faid by tIiI: N~rthern 
Indians, to be peculiar to this lake; ~ leall none, of the 
fame kind have been met with in any other. The body 
of this lith much refcmbks a pike i'n fhape; but the 
fcales, which are very large «nd Iliff, are of a beautifully 
bright UlVq colo!lr: thj: mouth is large, and 1it~l\!d 
like that of a pike; but when open, much refembles that 
of a Qurgeou; and though not pFovidcd with any teeth, 
takes a bait as raVenoufly as a pike or a ~out. The fizes 
,,-e caught were. from two, feet long to four feet. Their 
Bdb, thoUgh ' delicately white, i. very foft, and has fo 
rank a talli. dIIlt many of the , Indians, except they are 
in ahlQWte want,win-not cat it: . The Northern Indians 
call ' this fiIb SlIe¢,. ' Tbe trout in this lake are of the 
la~jize I 'eY.er Caw:. l6me that w.erecaught by my 
eom~8could nct",J, think, ):le!eK. tbM ,~irty-live 
orfertY'.pOunda· weight. Pike, ~e alfoof an-incrcdiblo 
fu;e ·in twf '~_ve:water; here ' they a~ldom mo-
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lcficd, and have multitudes of fmaller filh to prey upon. 
If I fay that I have feen fame of thefe filh that were up
wards of forty pounds weight, I am fure I do not exceed 
the truth. 

Immediately on our arrival on the South fide of the 
A',hapufcow Lake, the {cene was agreeably altered, from 
an entire jumble of rocks and hills, for fuch is all the 
land on the North fide, to a fine level country, in 
which there was not a hill to be feen, or a fione to be 
found: fo that fuch of my companions as had not brafs 
kettles, loaded their fledges with fiones from fome of the 
lall: illands, to boil their viCtuals with in their birch-rind 
kettles, which will not admit of being expofed to the fire. 
They therefore heat fiones and drop them into the water 
in the kettle to make it boil. 

Buffalo, moofe, and beaver were very plentiful; and 
we could difcover, in many parts through which we pa/Ted, 
the tracks of martins, faxes, quiquehatches, and other 
animals of the furr kind; fa that they were by no means 
fcarce: but my companions never gave themfelves the leafi 
trouble to catch 'any of 'the three lafi mentioned animals; 
for the buffalo, moofe, and beaver engaged all their at
tention; perhaps principally fo on account of the excel
lencyof their Belli; whereas the flelh of the.fox and"qui
quehatch are never catcn by thofe'.people, except ",hen 
they are in .negreateft 'dilhefs, and then merely to fave 

life. 
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life. Their reafons for t\lis /hall be given iu a fubfequcnt 
part of my Jourqal. 

The buffalo in thofe parts, I think, arc in general 
much la,r)p than the Englilh black cattle; particularly 
the blllh;-whi!ih, though they may not in reality be tallef!. 
than the ' largeft fize of the Englilh oxen, yet to me . , 
alway~ appeared to ,be much larger. In faCt, they are fo 
heaVy; " that when fix or eight Indians are in company at 
the il!!iiriing of a large bull, they never attempt to tlJrn 

it ov~· wMle entire; but 'when the upper fiM is Ikinned, 
they cut off 'the leg and /houlder, rip up the belly, take 
out all the inteftines, cut off the head, and make it a. 
light as pollible; before they turn it tolkin the under fide. 
The /kin is in fame places of an incredible thicknefs, par
ticularly about the neck, where it often exceeds an inch_ 
The horns are /hort, black, and almoft flraight, but I'cry 
thick at the roots or bafe. 

The . head of an:old bull is of a great fize an~ 'weight 
indeed: fame which . I .,have[een were fo large, that I 
could not without-difficulty lift them frolll the ground .' ; 

It is remarked' by Mr. C~cciby. in his ue{(;'ripti~n of this animal, (hat no 
man can lift one of their heads. ThoR r raw in the' Athapufcow country arc 
fuch uI 'have dd;ri~d j :lntl I ~.m aOured ·by.the ·Company.'s fervants, 'as wdl 
as tbe Indians who rive: !H:al' Hudfon's llour~) that the butF.llos there are much 
(maner; fo t~t -the fpedes Mr. Catefhy faw, or w~ot(: of, ·muil have been 
muth Iargrt,·'ot .. ha:V'e bad very Ia.rge heads-; for it is weU known that a man of 
an)l :~,.!\r;¢n8Fb ,~n lifi: (wQ: ,and a balf, 0' three hUDdred pounds-weight. 
1 think m~t the Itt;ads of his buff<tlos are toa. heavy for tb~ bodi~ th.1! .bodie, 
oft:hofe rra''w In'ihc 'Alh;iptlfcQw councry appear to have been' of equal ~eight 
\.,.i tb his. - . 
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but the heads of th\; ,,~owsare much (mallet'. . Their tail. 
arc, ill gCllCtal, about a foot long, though f()me appear to 
be, exclufivc of the long bruth of hair at the end, longer. 
The. hair on the tails of the bulls i. generally) of ~ ~e 
gloJly black; but the bruth at the end of the~ws tatls 
Js always of a rully brown, probably owing to being 
flained with their urine. 

The hair of the body is foft and curled, fo~hat 
approaching , to wool; it is generally of a fandy 'btowll, 
and of an equal length and thicknefs allover ' the body: 
but on the head and neck it is much longer than it is on 
an y othe~ part. 

The Indians, after reducing aU the parts of the /kin to 
an equal thieknefs !>y fcraping, dref. them' in the hair 
for clothing; when they are light, foft, warm, and durable. 
They aHo dre[s forne of thofe1kins into 19ther without 
the hai.r"ofwhich, tl>ey . ~e ten,s:,~dJhoes.tJut the 
grain is remarkably ,!>p¢o. ~ fppogy.. by 0.0 means equal 
in goodners to that of tfu;,~ of themoofc;,: no~am I 
certain. that the curriers Ottanners io. Europe could manu
faCture thefe /kinA;. in fuch a manner . as to render, them of 

, . • ' • I 

any confiderable value ; ,fm-, to appearance, t4ey are of the 
fame quality with the /lcins .of ,the mulk~ox" w.h~ are held 
in fo little el\:imation , il1, Eo.glandi, that ~/lffi,a!U1!lJke~ Qf 
thero was fent homefrom(;~urclWl.¥~j~,..t1)(, '~IlII""'y 
.«ued ou~ orders "tJ,e ' YdfJ~~, tl1at ,l#l~fs ,~ 
could be purchafcd ffO~ ,the Indians at the rate of fO\l1' 

/kina 
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flcins for one beaver, they would not anfwer the ex pence 
of. fending home ; a: great proof of their being of very 
little value. 

The ;trifalos chiefly delight in .wide open plains, whiah 
in thofe parts"produce very long coarfe 'gra[s, or rather 'a" 
kind of [mall flags and rufhcs, npoll which they feed; 
but when purfued they always take to the woods. They 
are of fueh an amazing fuength, that when they fly 
through the woods from a purfuer, they frequently. brufh 
down trees as thick as a man's' arm ; ' and. be the [now ever 
[0 deep, [ueh is their. l1:rength and agility that they are 
enabled to plunge through it fall:er than the [wiftell: Indian 
can run in [now-fhoes. To this I have been Un eye-wi t
nefs many times, and once had tile vanity to think that I 
couJdhave kept pace with them; but though I was at 
that time celebrated for being particulaily fleet of foot in 
fnow-fhoes, I foon -round that I was no match for the . . 
buffalos, notwithftanding they were then ph.ihging through 
fuch deepfnow, that 'their bellies made a trench in it as 
large all .uI1lanY' heavy''faeks had been hauled through it. 
Of aU thelarge beall$" in t!tofe pa~s the buffalo is eafiell: 
to kill, and the mooLea·rethe moll: difficUlt j . neither arc 
the deer very cafy to come at, except In windy weather: 
indeed in~Muires much praClice, and a great deal of pa
tiellt:~,:' to /lay any of them, as they will by no means 
futf.cit; ,'-:tidirci& approach, unld's ' the hun'terbe entirely 
fhc;1tered 'by woods or willows. ' The ,flefh ofi'ne buffalo 
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is exceedingly good eating; and fo entirely free from any 
diflgreeable fmel! or ta1l:e, that it refembles beef as: nearly' 
~s pollib1c: the flelh of the ~ows , when fome timc gone 
with calf, is clleemed the finell; and the yDlI'!t calves, 
cvt out of their bellies, ,are rcckoneiliJ. greatd,etlt'acy in

,d~ed. The hun'~.,on their b~cks, or more properly on 
their lhoulders, ii'hot'a large Relhy lump, as fame fuppofe, 
but is occafioned by the bones that form the withers being 
continued to a greater length than in moll other aninjals. 
The R,lh which furrounds this part being fo equally inter
mixed with fat and lean, is reckoned among the nicell 
bits. The weight, howe,'cr, is by no means equal to 
what has been commonly reported. The tongue is alfo 
very delicate; and what is' moll extraordinary, when 
the bealls are in 'the 'poorell ,Ilate, which happens re
gularly at certain' feafons, ,' their tongues are then very fat 
and fine; fome fay; fatter ' than when· they are in the 
bell order: the truth bf which; I will n~t confirill. 
They are fa efi-eemed nere, ' h()we¥er; that many ot them 
are brought down to' th,e 'OOmparty's Factory at York as 
prefents, and arc elleemed ' a 'greiit luxury, probably for 
no other TearDn but that they are'far:"fetched; for they are 
by no means' fa large;, and I think them not fo' nne, as a' 
ncat"s tongue in England. 

The moore dcer isalfo ~ large 'heall, often eic~ding the 
largeR horre both in height .an~b~J!k; . bu~the length '/?f 
the legs, (n'e'bulk of the boay; t~e, /hortnefs of tlie: nec~. 
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and tlte un~ommon length of the head alld ears, without 
any appearance of a tail, make the~ have a very auk ward 
appearanfe~ The males far exceed the females in lizc, 
and, di!ttV1rom them in colour. The hair of the male, 
whichi! long, hollow, and foft, like that of a deer, is 
at the points nearly black, but a little way under thcjj-lt~, 
face it is of an alh-colour, and at the roots perfectly white. 
The hair of the female is of a fandy brown, and in fame 
parts, particularly under the throat, the belly, and the 
flank, is nearly white at the furfacc, and moft deJlcately 
fo at the root. 

Their legs arc fa long, and their necks fa Ihort, that 
they cannot graze on level gr<iW'd like other animals, but 
are obliged to brouze on the , tops of large plants and the 
leaves of trees durinl¥ the Stimmer; and in Winter they 
all,;ays feed on the tops of willows, and the fmall branches 
of the birch-tree; on which account they are never found 
during that feafon but in f\leh places as can ' afford them a 
plentiful fupply of their favourite food: and though they 
have no fore-teeth ,in the up~r-jaw, yet I hal-e often [cen 
willO\~~ and fnJall birch~trees cropped by them, in the 
fame manner as if they 'had been cut by a, gardener's Iheer" 
though fame of them were not fmaller than common pipe
fiems; they! eem particularly partial to the red willow., 

In' Summer ' they are generally found to fr~ent the 
b~s of rivers' and lakes; probably ,with no other vicw 

, " , ' thall: 
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than to have the bendit of-getting into .the water, to-.void 
the innumerable multitudes ofmu!kettos arid other . aiel , . , 

that pefier them exceedingly during that feaCon • . J Then:il 
a1fo a variety of water-plants, of which the mooee,are very 
(ond, and which are. adapted to their beceaiti&, iJ~ llpeciJ
I~_ ~nner during the Summer . CcaJon, as they can ea1i1y 
brotize on them when nearly. ~in water, to' avoid 
the tOlillent ef the Jl~s . 
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harmlefs ~nimal feeming at the f.'une time as contcllkd 
along-fide the canoe, as if fwimming by' the fide of its 
dam, and looking up in our faces with the fame fearle[, 
innocence lthat ,a houf:-Iamb would, n~aking ufe of its 
fore-foot ~lfiioft every mftant to clear lts eyes of muf
kettocs, which at that time were remarkably nllmerous. 

-I have alfo feen w'omen and boys kill the old moore 
in this fituation, by knocking them on the hea.d with a 
hatchet; and in the Summer of ':'ne thouf.'Uld [even hun
dred and [eventy-five, when I was on my pafiage from 
Cumberland Houfe to York Fort, two boys killed a line 
buck moore in the water, by forcing a ftick up its funda
ment; for they had neither gun, bow, nor arrows witll 
them. The common deer -are far more dangerous to ap
proach in ca:n8es, as -they kick up their hind legs with fuch 
violence as to endanger any birch-rind canoe that comes 
within their reach; for which reafon all the Indians who 
kill deer 'upon the water are provided with a long flick that 
will reach far beyond the head of the canoe. 

The moo[eare 'al[o the eafieft to tame and dome/heate 
of : any' 6f' thb deer kind. I have , ~epeatedly [cen them at 
Chhrchill as tame as Ihtcp", and eve",more [0; for they 

; :r~e " ~06(cJipnerly rent to his ¥ajefiy w:\s (rom that place. A young 
mY.c ';was jilfo ,put' o!1, board the Ihip. bilt it died on the paflagc, otherwife it 
is Probable they migbt have propagated in this 'country.' 
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,,,mild follow their keeper any diltance froQ'lhome, ' and 
at his call retllrn with him, without the leafi trouble, or 
ever offering to deviate from the path 

The Relh of the moofe is very good, thou~ the grain 
, , 

is but cour[e, and it is much tougher than any other kind 
of venifon. The nofe is molt excellent, as is alfo the .... - ' . 

-tongue, though by no means fo fai'and delicate as that of 
the common deer. It is perhaps worth relI!~~king, that 
the livers of the moofe are never found, not even at any 
time of the year; and, like the other deer, they have no 
gall. The fat of the inteJl:ines is hard, like fuet; but all 
the external fat is foft, like >'that of a , breall: of mutton, 
and when put into a b4dder,is, ~s 'fine as marrow. In 
this tliey differ from all the other fpeciesof deer,of which 
the external fat is as ' ~ard as ~ of the kidllries. 

, " . .:. .. ", . 

• Since t~e !lbove was writ:!en, ~~".kme :i~an' i~~: b~OU8ht"aiJ ~~ above
mentioned lOung moore [0 the Faaory had) in the year 1777i' two ' others, fa 

, . ' 

wtieJ.~· when ·on his ;p~age '(O 'Piince ofWal'c$'.'Fort in acanO'e, the moore 
always fonowed him along. the ,~k 9f the ' riv~r ; ' and! at nigh~ ·or 'on any other 
occafion when [he lndianllanded-. the Y0lJ,ng moore gene-rally came and fondled 
on them, in dle fame manner i!i the: mo{(domeftkanimaI w9u1d have dope; 'and 
never offered to ftray (rom the" ·.ttQtt- ·· U nfoi'tunat¢ly,in ao.flirlg a deep .. baY'in 
onC.!![ ,h. W<u, 'on.' ,fin. ~,;) , .ioiJ the India~sth .. we,e ,notm'."'ft~, in-th. 
1i~~~ing of chofe engaging. creaturesJ paddfd from poi~u to Point j ~ .~he 
man'that~wn.e~d them; ndt canng to go fo fir aix>ut by ~n1.re!f, a~compmied 
the Othett, in"hopes they would 'follow; him round. as ¥:i -b~t at nighi the 
young moo~e 4ld no~, ~~rh;,~.J ~d ,.¥ .~ ... ~~~ng:~f_l~j;O~Vt~ w~ '.1l6ud 
in tha, qua,re,; It was fuppc;fed they"~ ~ ~,Py tbom, asthcv'. 'ftre 
neVC'l afterward fccn. . . ' .. , .. 

The 
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The moofein all their actions and attitudes appear 
"f"ery 'tincouth, and when dill:urbed, never run, only make 
a kind of trot, which the length of their legs enables them 
to do with great fwiftncfs, and apparently with much cafe; 
but were .the country they inhabit free from under-wood, 
and dry under-foot, fo that horfemcn and dogs might 
follow them, they would become an cafy prey, as they 
are' both tender-footed and !hort-winded: But of thi, 
more hereafter 

The!kins of. the moofe, when drelred by the na
tives, make excellent tent-covers and !hoe-leather; and 
in filll: every other part of their clothing. Thcfc, like 
the !kim of .the buffiUo, are of very unequal thicknefs. 
Some of tiw lndian .. women, who are acquaintcd with 
tbem ... itlifaaUre ·· ofthern, will, by means of fcraping, 
render them·ti .even .as a piea, of thick cloth, and whcn 
weJl (\teffed' tQer .are very foft; but not ' being drelred in 
()ilf tliliy .. al~ y,s. grow . hard after being wet, unIelS great 
carJ.~t:!ken .10 keep ruhbing them all the time they are 
drY~'l'he famew,aybe .!aid of . all ~he lndian-drelred 
lealitr, except.that",~t;the wew~lh, which will walh as 
wdl'as {hammor-leather, and always. prefcrve its foftnefs. 

·Mr~ l)u P-ftltz, in his defcriptio!l. of this animal, fay s, it is never found 
i ;ll'mq Ncuih ~h¥P Gape Brc:t.on ami N(:Hl'a Sc.otia ; but I ha~e fetn them in 

'~i~t~~~~:;~::fl;eA~hap~co\fCountry~ w.hich cann,ot'be-nlUch (bOrt of 60° 
·JI!9rth ·bitit,pt. ' c, . , 
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The fcmale moofe never have any horns, but the males 
ll~ve them of a · prodigious iize and weight, and very dif
ferent in /hape from thofe of the common deer. The 
extremity of each horn is palmatcd to the fize .of a com
mon /hovel, from which a few /hort branches -ilioot out; 
and the /haft of the horn is frequently as large as a com
mon man's wrift. They /hed them annually like the com
mon deer. The horns of the moore are frequently found 
to exceed fixty pounds weight; and their texture, though 
of. a large fize and of [ueh rapid growth, . is much harder 
than 'any other fpecies of deer-horns in thofe parts. 

TllOugh the f1e/h of the moore is efteemed by moll 
Indians Qoth for its flavour and fubftance, .yet the North
ern Indians of my crew did not reckon eithe~ it or the 
f1e/h of the buJhlo fllbfiantial food. This I /hould think 
entirely proceeded from prejudice, efpecially with refpeCl: 
to the moo[e; but the fle/h of the buffalo, though fo fine 
to the' eye, and pleafing to the talle, is fo light ahd eafy 
of digeftion, as lIot to be deemed fubfiantial food by any 
Indian in this country, either Northern or Southern. 
The moore have from one to three young at a time, and 
generally bring them forth in the latter end of April, or 
beginning of May. 

Soon after our arrival on the South-fide of Athapufcow. 
Lake, Matonabbee propofe2 continuing . our courfein the 

South. 
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South Well: quarter, in hopcs of meeting lome of th~ 
Athapufcow Indians; becaufe I wilbed, if poffible, to 
purchafe a tent, and other ready-drdfed /killS from them; 
as a fllpply of thofe articles would at this time have been 

,of material. fervice to us, being in great want both of tents 
and !hoe-leather: and though my companions wcre daily 
killing either ' moofe or buffalo, the weather was [0 ex-, 

ceffively cold, as to ,render dreffing their /kins not on ly 
very troublefome, but almoll: impraCticable, clpecially to 
, he generality of the Northern Indians, who arc not 
well acquainted' with the manufaCture of that kind of 
leather; 

To drefs thofe /kins according to the Indian method, a 
lather is made of the brains and fome of the foftell: fat or 
marrow of the animal, in which the /kin is well foaked, 
when it is taken out, and not~only dried by the heat of ,, ' 
lire, but hung up in the fmoke for feveral days ; it is then 
taken down, and well Coaked and walbed in warm water, 
till the grain of the /kin is perfeCtly open, and has imbibed 
a fufficient quantity of water, after which it is taken out 
and wrung as dryas poffible, and then dried by ti,e heat 
of a flow lire; care · being taken to tub and Ihetch it ' as 
long as any moifture remains in the /kin. By this fimple 
method, and by fcraping them afterwards, fome of the 
moofe,ikiu5 are made very delicate both to the eye and the 
touch. . 

On: 

J 7i'!' 
'---v--..I 

J"nU>l.I)". 



'77" ,_ J - .. -
J:1nUJ fY 

1 1th . 

A JOURNEY TO THE 

On the eleventh of January, as fome of my companions 
were hunting, they faw the track of a ftrange· fnow-lhae, 
which they followed; and at a confiderable diftall&e camc 
to a little hut, wherc they difcovered a young woman 
fitting alone. As they found that /he u!lderll:ood thci~ 
language, they brought her with them to the tents. On 

.examination, /he proved to be one 'of the Well:ern Dog-
ribbed Indians, who had been taken prifoner by the Atha
pufmw Indians in the Summer of one thoufand feven 
hundred and fcvcnry; and in the following Summer, when 
th~ Indians that took her prifoner -were near this part, /he 
had eloped from them, with an intent to return to her own 
country; but the diftance being fo great, and having, 
after /he was taken prifoner,been. .. QaITied in a canoe the 
whole way, ·the turnings .and Windings of the river. and 
lakes were fo numerous, that /he forgot .t·he track; fo /he 
built the hut in which we,found her, to ,proteCt her from 
the weather during the Winter, and here ·1hC!:~ad relided 
from the ,nrll: fetting in of the fiLII. 

. ' 
From her account of the moons .pafrfince .her elope-

ment, it appeared that /he . had been IlC:\rlfven months 
without feeing a hUlnan face; during all which time /he 
had fupported )l~Ielf very well by manng .partridges, 
rabbits, . and fquinCE;. ,/he .nad a!fo ~-in~ .two .or three 
beaver; and fome pOfcUpilles. H'That) he .did, not :feeJq ,to 
have beet1 in want is eVident; as lhi: ·:biid a finallll:~ of 

provifioDi 
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provilionsby her when lhe was difeovered; and was in 
good heal tIL and condition, and I think one of the .linefi 
women; of a real Indian, that I have [een in any p\lrt of 
North America. 

The methods practiCed by this poor creature to procu~e 
a livelihood were truly admirable; and are great proofs 
that necdlity is the r~al mother of invention. When 
the few dcercfinews that fhe had an opportunity of taking 
with her were all expended in making [nares; . and fe~il1g 
her clothing, fhe had nothing .to fupply their place but 
the finews of .therabbits legs and feet; thefe fhe nvified 
together for that purpofe with great dexterity and [uceelS. 
The rabbits,&c. · whieh fhe caught in thofe filares, not 
only rurniihed her with a comfortable fubfifience, but of 
the. {kins fhe made a fuit of neat and warm clothing 
for the Winter. It is fcarcely pollible to conceive that 
a perfon in her forlorn fituatioh could be fo compofed as 
to be capable of contrivingot executing any thing that was 
not·.abfolutely neceffiuy to her exifience; but there were 
fufficient ,prCiilf.,· t!Lat !he had extended her care much far
theria~lIhet<clothi~g, betid.e being calculated for real 
fervice, fheWed '· gteaftafte, and ell'bibired no little variety 
of ornament. '·The materials, though rude, were very curi
oul1y wrQught, and fa judiciou/ly placed, as to make the 
whoieofher .garbhave a very pleaflllg, though rather ro
mantic :tpPe:iranci:. 

Her 
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Her leifure hours from hunting had been employed 
in twilling the inner rind or bark of willows into fmall 
lines, like net-twine, of which lhc had fame hundred 
falhoms by her; with this lhe intended to make a lilhing
net as foon as the Spring advanced. It is of' the inner 
hark of willows, twilled in this manner, that the Dog
ribbed Indians make their lilhing-nets; and they-are much 
pcrferablc to thofe made by the Northern Indians 

• Five or fix inches of an iron hoop, made into a knife, 
and the Ihank of an arrow-head of iron, which ferved her 
as an awl, were all the metals this poor woman had with 
l,er when Ihe eloped; and with thefe implements Ihe had 
made herfelf complete fnow-Ihoes, and {everal other ufeful 
articles. 

Her method of making a lire was' equally lingular and 
curious, having no other materials for that purpofe than two 
hard fulphurous Ilones. Thefe, by long friction ~nd hard 
knocking, produced a few fparks, which at length commu
ni<;ated to fame touch wood; but as this method was attend
ed with great trouble, and not alw,,¥s with fuccefg'f, fhe did 

• Th~ Northerfl Indians make their fiflling-ntts with finall ihpngs CUt {rom 
faw dcer-lkins,; which wh~ qry appeOir very good, but a[(e~ being foaked 
in warer fome time, ,grow fo foTt and flippery, that ~hen 'targe fith ftrike the 
net, the hitches are very ayt [Q flip aDd Jet them r.rc.pc:. B"dide this incon
venience, they are very liable to"rot, unkfs they be"frequently taken out of the 
water and dried. 

not 
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not Cuffer her fire to go out all the Wimer. Hence we 
may conclude that ihe had no idea of producing fire by 
frittion, in the manner prattifed by the Efquimaux, and 
many other uncivilized nations ; becaufc if fhe had, the 
ab<?ve-'mentioned precaution would ,have been unnecelfary. 

The lingula, ity of the circumfiance, the comelinefs of . 
her perf on, and her approved accompWhments, oecalioned . 
a firong conteft between feveral of the .Indians of my party, 
who fhould have her for a wife; and the poor girl w;§.ac
tually won and loft at wreftling by near half a fcore dif
ferent men the fame evening, My guide, Matonabbee, who 
at that time had no Ids than feven wives, all women grown, 
belides a young girl of cleven or twelve years old, would 
have put in for the prize alfo, had not one of his wives 
made him aihamed of it, by telling him that he had al
Teady more wives than he could properly attend. This 
piece of fat ire, however true, proved fatal to the poor 
girl who dared to make [0 open a declaration; for the great 
man, Matonabbee, who would willingly have been thought 
equal to eight or ten fien in every refpett, took it as fuch 
an affront, that he fell on her with both hands and [eet, 
and bruifed her to fuch a degree, that after lingering fome 
time fhe died. 

When the Athapufcow Iudians took the above Dog
.. ibbt:d Indian'woman prifoner, they, according to the uni
vcrfa.! cuftom of thofe lavages, furprifed her,aud.h~r party iu 
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~hc night, and killed every foul in the tent, except herfelf 
",nd three other young women. Among thofe whom they 
killed, were her father, mother, and: hulband. Her young 
child, four or five months old, !he concealed in a bundle 
of clothing, and took with her undifcovered in the nig!n ; 
but when !he arrived at the place where the Athapufcow 
Indians had left thdr wives, (which was not fAr d111ant,) 
they began to examine her bundle, and· finding the child, 
one of the women .took it &om her,. and kilkd it on 
the .fpot. 

o ' 

Thi< laft piece of barbarity gave her fuch a difguft to 
t hofc I ndians, that notwithftanding the man who took 
care .of her treated her in every refpeCt as his wife, and 
was,. !he faid, remarkably kind to, and even fond of her.; 
[0 far was !he from being able to reconcile herJeJf to any 
of the tribe, that !he rather chafe to expofe herfclf to 
mifery and want, than. live in cafe and affiuence among 
per(ons who had [0 cruelly murdered her infant *: The 

poor 

, It is too common a cafC! with moR: of rhe tribes of Southern Indians for 
the women to defm their hulbands or friends, when going [0 ' war, to bring 
t~.a nave, that they may hayt ,the pltafurc of killillg it j and rome of tbete 
inhuman women will accompany their hufbands, and murder tbe wruncn and 
children &$ {aft as their hulbands do the men. 

When I was at Cumberland Haufe, (an inland feruement th~t I eftablilhed 
f~r the HUdfon', Bay Company in the year 1774,) 1 wat particularly ac
qU3int~d with a very young lady of this exrraon.linary tum; who, when l tltfirod 
fome Indians that were going to war to bring me ,a young llaV(a wbich I 
intended to havE: brought up as. a domeftic) MiG. was eqllany detirous tn3t one 

. mi&ht 
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poor woman's relation of this /hocking fiory, which /he 
delivered in a very affeding manner, only excited laughter 
among the favages of my party. . 

In a converfation with this woman foon afterward /he . . , 
told us, that her country lies fo far to the Wefiward, that 
/he had never feen iron. or any other kind of metal, till /he 
was taken prifoner. All of her tribe, /he obfcrved, made 
their hatchets and ice-chifels of deer's horns, and their 
knives of fiones and bones; that their arrows were ll~od 
with a kind of flate, bones, and deer's horns; and · the 
infiruments which they employed to make their wood
work were nothing but beavers' teeth. Though they 
had frequently heard of the ufcful materials which the 
nations or tribes to the Eall: of them were fupplied with 
from the Engli/h, fo far were they from drawing nearer, 
to be in the way of trading for iron-work, &e. that they 
were obliged to retreat farther back, to avoid the .Atha
pufcow' Indians, who made furpriftng flaughter among 
them, both in Winter and Summer. 

177 2 . 
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On the lixteenth, as .we were continuing our courfe in ,6.1. 
the South Wefi quarter, we arrived at the grand Atha-

might bt" brought to m:r, for tke cruel purpofe of murdtrin g it. It is 
fcareel), poffible to cxprtfs my aftonilhmenc, on hearing fuch an extraordinary 

. rcqueit made by a young c n:anlr~ fc.arce1y fixteen yelrs old, howe ver, as 
roon as 1 recoftn'li (rom my furprifc, I ordered her to leave the ftttlcmeot, 
which the did, with thofe who were going to war; ami it is dxrcfoT'!: probable 
file might not be difappointed in 'her rcqueft. The next year I was ord(' red to 
the .command of Prince of Wales's Fort, and therefore never ~w llC'r afterward. 
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pufeow River, which at that -part is ,about two miles 
wide, and empties itfdf into the great lake of the fame 
name we had fa lately croiled, and which has been al
ready defcribed. 

The woods about this river, particularly the pines and 
popiars, arc the tallel1: and 11:0utel1: I have feen in any rart 
of North America. , The birch alfo grows to a confider
able fize, and fume fpecies of the willow are likcwifc tall ; 
buc'-'1onc of them have any trunk, like thofc in England. 

The bank of the river in moll: parts is 'very high, and 
in fame places not lefs than a hundred fcet above the or
dinary furface of the water. As the foil is of a loamy 
quality, it is very fubject to' moulder or walh away by 
heavy rains, even during the 11,ort Summer allotted to this 
part of the globe. The breaking up of the ice in the 
Spring is annually attendee! with a great deluge, whep, I am 
told, it is not uncommon to fee whole points of land wafhcd 
away by the inundations; and as the wood grows c10fe to 
the edge of the banks, val1: quantities of it are hurried 
down the I1:ream by the irrefil1:iblc force of the water and 
ice, and conveyed into the great lake already mentioned; on 
the !hores and il1ands of which, there lies the greatel1: quan
tity of drift wood I ever faw. Some of this wood is large 
enough to make mal1:s for the largel1: fhips that are built. , 
The banks of the river in general are fa l1:eep as to be in
accdlible to' either man or beal1:, except in fame l1acks, or 
gulleys, that have been wore; down by heavy rains, back-

waters, 
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waters, or deluges; and even thofe /lacks are, for the mol1: 
part, very difficult to afcend, an account of the number 
of large trees which lie in the way. 

There' are fel-eral low i/lands in this river, which are 
much frequented by the moofe, for ' the fake of the 
Jine willows they produce, which furnifh them with ,a 

plentiful fupply df their hwourite food during the Winter, 
Some of thofe i/lands are alfo frequented by a number of 
rabbits; but as larger game could be procured in. great 
plenty, thofe final! animals were not deemed worthy our 
notice at prefent. 

Belide the grand river already mentioned, there are fe
veral others of Icfs note, which empty .thcmfclves into the 
great Athapufcow Lake: There arc alfo ' feveral fmall 
rivers and erecks on the North Eal1: lide of the Lake that 
carry off the fuperl1uous waters, fome of which, after a 
variety'~)f windings through the barren grounds to the 
North of Chur~hill River, arc 1011: in the marlhe, and low 
grounds, while others, by means of many final 1 chan
nels and rivulets, . are difcharged into other rivers and 
lakes, and at lall:, doubt/efs, find their way into HuMan's 
Bay. There rivers, though numbcrlcfs, arc all fo full of 
fhoals and 11:0nes, as not to be navigable for an Indian 
canoe to any conliderablc dil1:am::e; and if they were, it 
would be of little or no ult: to the natives, as none 
of them lead within [everal hundred miles Of Churchill 
River. 

Acrrcc
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Agreeably to t,1atonabbee's propofal, we continued our 
courfe up the Athapufcow River for many days, and 
though we paired feveral parts which we well kllew to 
have been the former Winter-haunts of the Athapufcow 
I ndians, yet we could not fee the leaft trace of any of 
them having been there that feafon. In the preceding Sum
mer, when they were in thofe parts, they had fet firc to' 
the woods; and though many months had dapled from 
that time till our arrival there, and notwithfhnding the 
filO~-was then very decp, the mofs was ftill burning in 
many places, which at lirft deceived us very much, o.s 
we took it for the fmoke of firange tents; but after going 
much out of our way, and fearching very diligently, we 
could not difcover the leaft track of a ftranger. 

Thus difappointed in our expectations of meeting the 
Southern Indians, it was refolved (in Council, as it may be 
called) to expend as much time in hunting buffalo,.moofe, 
and beaver as we could, fo that we might be able to reach 
Prince of Wales' s Fort a little before the ufual time of 
the /hips arrival from England. Accordingly, after having 
walked upwards of forty miles by the fide of Athapufcow 

2Jth. River, on the twcnty-feventh of January we ftmck off 
to the Eafiward, and left the Ri" cr at that part whcre it 
begins to tend due' South; 

In confequcnce of this determination ·of the Indians, 
• 

we continued our courfe to the Eaftward; but as game 
of all kinds was very plentiful, we made but /hort days . 

Jourmes, 
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journies, and often remained two or three days in one 
.place, to eat up the fpoils or produce of the chace. The 
woods through which. we. were to pafs were in many places 
fa thick, that it was necdrary to cut a path before the 
women could pafs with their fledges; and in other places 
(0 much of the woods had formerly been fet on lire and 
burnt, that we were frequently obliged to walk farther 
than we otherwife Ihould have done, before we could lind 
green brulh enough to floor our tents. 

From the lifteenth to the twenty-fourth of February, 
we walked along a fmall river that empties itfelf into 
the Lake Clowey, near the part where we built canoes 
in May one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one. 
This little river is that which we mentioned in th'" 
former part of this Journal, as having communication 
with the Athapufcow Lake: but, from appearances, it is 
of no confcquenee whence it takes its rife, or where it 
emptie's itfelf, as one half of it is nearly dry three-fourths 
of the year. The intervening ponds, however, having fuf
licient depth of water, are, we may fuppofe, favourable 
btuations for beaver; as many of their hou fes are to be 
found in thofe parts. . 

'772 • 
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On the twenty-fourth, a firange Northern Indian leader, '4d,. 

ca1lcd Thlew-fa-nell-ie, and feveral of his followers, joined 
'\Is from the Eaflward. This leader prdented Matonabbec 
and myfdf with a foot of tobacco each, and '" two-quart 

ke" '" 
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keg of brandy, which he intended as a prefent for the 
Southern Indians; but being informed by my companions, 
that there was not the leaft probability of meeting :any, . he 
did not think it worth any farther carriage. The tobacco 
was indeed very acceptable, as our flock of tliat article 
hod been expended fome time. Having been fo long witlt
out tafiing fpirituous liquors, I would not partake of the 
brandy, but left it entirely to the Indians, ·to whom, 
as they wcre numerous, it was fcarcely a tafie for cacho 
Fc,\)- of the Northern Indians are fOild of fjlirits, efpecially 
thofe who keep at a difiance from the Fort: fame who 
are ncar, and who ufually fhoot grefe for us in the Spring, 
will drink it at frec cofi as rafi as the Southern Indians, 
but few ·of them are ever fa imprudent as to buy it. 

The little ri,'er lately mentioned, as wcll as the adjacent 
lakes and ponds, being well-flocked with ~aver, and the 
land abounding with moofe and buffalo, we were i,nduced 
to make but flow progrefs in our journey. Many days 
were fpent in hunting, · feafting, and drying a large quan
tity of fIefh to take with us, particularly that of the buf
raiD; for my companio,ns knew by experience, that a few 
days walk to the Eallward of our prefent fituation would 
bring us to a part where we fhould not fee any of thofe 
animals, . 

The IlraQgers who had joined us on the twenty-fourtl; 
informed us, that all were well at Prince of Wales's Fort 

13 when 
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when they left it laft; which, according to their account 
of the Moons pall: fince, muft have been about the fifth 
of November onc thoufand feven hundred and feventy
one. The[e ftraogers only remained in our company one 
night before the Leader and part of his crew le[t us, and 
proceeded on their journey to the North Wd1:ward; but 
a few of them having procured rome furrs in the early part 
of the Winter, joined our party, with an intent to accom
pany us to the Fadory. 

Having a good ftock of dried meat, fat, I!!J'c. prepared 
in the beft manner for carriage, on the twenty-eighth we 
fhaped our courfe in the South Eaft quarter, and pro
ceeded at a much greater rate than we had lately done, 
as little or no time was now loft in hunting. The next 
day we [.,w the tracks of fome ftrangers; and though I did 
not perceive any of them myfelf, fame of my companions 
were at . the trouble of fearching for them, and finding 
them to be poor inoffenfivc people, plundered them not 
only of the few furrs which they had, but took alfo one 
of their young women from them. 

Every additional ad of violence committed hy my com
panions on the poor and diftreflcd, ferved to increafe my 
indignation and diflike; this Jaft ad, however, difpleafed 
me fl10rc than all their former aCtions, be-caure it \Va3 COIll

mitted on a fet of harmlefs creatures, whore generalllla', 
ner of life renders them the moft fceluded fron\ focicty of 
any of the human race. 

Nn M"ton~bbce 
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Matonabbee allured me, that for more than a gencratinll 
par.: one family only, as it may be called, (and to whidl 
the young men belonged who were plundered by my com
panions,) h:n'c taken up their Winter abode in thofe 
woods, which arc fituated [0 far on the ·barren ground 
as to be quite out of the track of any other Indians . 

. From the beft accounts that I could collect, thc latitude 
of this place muft be about 63;·, or 63· at leaR; the 
longitude is very uncertain. From my own cxp.eriencc 
I can affirm, that it is fome hundreds of miles both 
from the fca-fide and the main woods to the Wcll.word. 
Few of the trading Northern Indians ha\"C vifitcd this 
place; but thofe who have, give a plcafing dcfcription of 
it, all agreeing that it is fituated on the hanks of a river 
which has communication with feveral line bkes. As 
the current fets to the North Ealhvard, it empties itfelf; 
in all probability, into fome part of Hudfon's Bay; and, 
from the latitude, no part feerns more likely for .this com
munication, than Baker's Lake, at the head of Chefter
Iield's inlet. This, however, is mere conjecture; nor 
is it of any eonfequencc, as navigation on any of the 
rivers in thofe parts .is not only impr~cticable, but would 
be alfo unprofit~ble, as they do not lead into a country 
that produces any thing for trade, or that contains any 
illhab;tants worth vifit~ng. 

The accounts given of this place, and the manner of 
life of it~ inhabitants, would, if related at full length, 
Jill a volume: let it fuffice to obftrvc, that the fituatian 

IS 
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is {aid to be remarkably favourable for every kind of game 
that the barren ground produces at the different (eafons 
of the year; but the continuance of the game with 
them is in general uncertain, except that of hili and par
tridges. That being the eaCc, the few who compofe this 
little commonwealth, arc, by long CUltOIll and the conl1:ant 
example of their forefathers, potrclled of a provident tUr!) 
of mind, with a degree of frugality unknown to every 
other tribe of Indians in this country except the Ef
qUlmaux. 

Deer is faid to vi lit this part of the country in al1:o
niiliing numbers, both in Spring and Autumn, of which 
cireuml1:anees the inhabitants avail themfclves, by killing 
and drying as much of their f1c1h as pol1;ble, particularly 
in the fall of the year; fo that they fcldom arc 111 want 
of a good Winter's fiock. 

Geef\:, ducks, and fwans vilit here in great plenty 
during their migrations both in the Spring and Fall, and 
by much art, joined to an infurmountablc paticm:e, arc 
caught in conliderable numbers in fnares *, and, with-

out 

• To rnan' fwans) geere, or ducks. in the wJ.tcr, it tequirt!s no other procefs 
than to make a Illunon of hedges, or fCllces , pf(~ i(:d into [he w;;ttf, :1l 

right Bugles, [rolll the banks of ~ river, lake, or pond; for it is oh~'rvcd that 
thofe birds generally [wim ncar the f!I ... re:in ~ for the benefit or fceding un the 
grafs, &c. Thofe fences are cominllt!d for (orne dilbncc from the 01OrC") 
and feparated tWO or three yards from cach other, 10 tl":lt openings are 
It-ft fllfficitutiy large to itt the hirJs fwim through. In each of dmf(: 01'(1\-

N n 2 I llg~ 
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out doubt, make a very pleafing change in the food. It 
is alfo reported, (though I confefs I doubt the truth of it,). 

ings a fnare is hung and (ail~ned co a flake. which the bird, whl:n inrangled, 
cannot drag (rom the bottom; and to prevent the (nare from being w;lfted OLit 

of its proper place by the wind, it is fccured co the flakes which form the 
opening, with tender grals, which is eafily· broken. 

This method, though it has the appearance of being very Iimple, is never
thetefs attended with much trouble, particularly when we confider rhe [man
nefs of their canoes, anrl the gre.a inconveniency they labour under in per
forming works of this kind in the water. Many of the nakes u[c::d on thofe 
occafions are of a confiderable length and fiZf, and the fmall branches which 
form the principal part of the hedges. are not arranged without much cautioo. 
for fear of overfetting the canoes, particularly where the water is deep. as it 
is in fome of the lakes; and in many of the rivers the current is very [wift. 
'Which renders this bufinefs equally troublefome. When the lakes and rivers 
are fhallow, the natives arc frequencly at the pains to make fences fr1.>m !hate 
to thore. 

To fnare thore birds in their nells requires;l confiderable degree of art. 
and, as the nativ,es fay, a great deal of deanlinefs; for they have" obferved, 
that when fnares have been fet by thofe whofe hands were· not clean, the birdli 
?lould not go into the ndl:. 

Even tilt': goofe, though fo fimplc a bird, is notoriouOy kDown to forfakr. 
litr tggs, if they are breathea on by the Indians. 

The fmaUer Jpecies of birds which makt: their ndt in the ground, are by no 
l11tans to ddicatt", of courfe lefs care is neceffi\ry to lnare them. It has been 
obferved that aU birds which bt'liJd in the ground go into thtir neft at one par
ticular fidt) ana out of it on the oppo!iee. The Indians, thoroughly wnvinced .. 
I)j. thi~) always fet the fnartS on the flde on which the bird enters the nefl:; 
;llltl if care be taken in feuing them, feldom fail of feizing their objeCt. 
I· or fmall birds, fuch as larks, and many others of equal fiu:, the Indians 
only ute two or three hairs oUS of their head; but for larger birds, panicu
lu ly 1,"ans, geefe, and ducks, they make fnares .of deer~finews, twifted like 
p:.lckthrcad, and'\occafionally of a fmall thong cut from a parchment deer-
Jkin. 

that 
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that a remarkable fpecies of partridges as large as Englilli 
fowls, are found in that part of the country only. Tho[e, 
as well as the common partridges, it is faid, are killed in 
conliderable numbers, with fnares, as well as with bows 
'and arrows. 

The river and lakes near the little fordl: where the 
family above mentioned had lixed their abode, abound with 
fine lilli, particularly trout and barbIe, which are ealily 
caught;. the former with hooks, and the latter in nets. In 
fact, I have not [een or heard of any part of this country 
which feems to polfefs half the advantages requifite for a 
conllant refidence, that are afcribed to this little fpot. 
The defcendents, however, of the pre[ent inhabitants mull 
in tilRe evacuate it for want of wood, which is of fo flow 
a growth in thofe regions, that what is ufed in one year, 
exclufi.ve of what is cut down and carried away by the 
Efquimaux, mull call many years to replace. 

It may probably be thought Ilrange that any part of a 
community, apparently [0 commodioufly [,tuated, and 
happy within themfc!I'es, fllOuld· he found at fa great a , 
dillance from the tell of their tribe, and indeed nothing 
but necellity ~ould pollibly have urged them to undertake a 
journey of fa many hundred miles as they have done; but 
no fituation is without its inconveniences, and as their 
woods contain no. birch-trees of fuflicient fize, or per
haps none of any fize, this party had come fo (ar ' to the: 

Wclt-. 
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Weltward to procure birch-rind for making two canoes, 
and fame of the fungus that grows on the au t/ide of 
the birch-tree, which is \lfed by all the Indians in 
thofe parts for tinder. There are two forts of thefe fun
gufes which grow on the birch-trees; one is hard, the ufe
ful part of which m\lch refembles rh\lbarb; the other 
is foft and fmooth like velvet on the om/ide, and when 
laid on hot athes for fame time, and well beaten be
tween two Itones, is fomething like fpunk. The former 
is called by the Northern Indians Jolt-thee, and is known 
all over the cO\lntry bordering on Hudfon's Bay by the 
name of Pefogan·, it being fo called by the Southern In-

• The Indians, both Northern and Southern, have found by experience, 
that by boiling [he pdogan in water for 3. confiderablt orne, the texture is fo 
much improved, that when thoroughly dried, forne parts of it will be' neady 
as foft as {punge. 

Some of tho(e fungufe.i 3ft as large as a man's head; the outride, which is 
very hard and black, and much indented with deep cracks, being of no ufr, 
is always chopped off with a hatchet. Befides the two forti of tovchwood aJ
n:auy mentioned, there is another kind of it in thofe parts:' that J think is in .. 
finitdy preferable to either. This is found in old decayed poplars, and lies in 
flakes of variolls fizes and thicknefs j forne is nor thicker chan 1hamoy learher, 
others are as thick as a {hoe-fole. This, like the fungus of the birch- tree, is 
~Iways moift when taken (rom the tree, but when dry, it is very fofi: and flex_ 
ible, and cakes fire readily from the {park of a fred; bue it is much improved by 
lx-ing kept dry in a bag that has contained gunpowder. It is rather furprifing 
that the Indians, whofe mode of life I have jun: been detcribing, have never 
;trquired the method of making fire by friCtion, like the Efquimaux. It i., 
alfo equaUy furprifing that they do not make \lfe of !kin-canoes. Probably 
Jccf'-fkins cannot be manufafiured to withftand the water j for it is well koown 
that the Efquimaux ufe always feal-fkins (or that purpofe, though they are in 
the habit of Killing great numbr:rs of deer. . 

dians. 
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dians. The latter is only ufed by the Northern tribes, 
and is called by them Clalte-ad-dee. 

'7 72 • .- --' 
i'-hrch. 

By the firfl: of March we began to leave the fine le\·e1 IQ. 

country Of the Athapufcows, and again to approach the 
fl:ony mountains or hills which bound the Northern In-
dian country. Moofe and beaver fl:ill continued to .be 
plentiful; but no buffaloes could be fecn after the twenty-
ninth of February. 

As we were continuing our cour(e to the Eafl: South 
Ean, on the fourteenth we difcovered the tracks of more '-1th. 

fl:rangers, and the next day came up with them. Among 
thofe Indians was the man who had carried a letter for me 
in March one thou(and (even hundred and fcventy-one, to 
the Chief at Prince of Wales's Fort, and to which he had 
brought an an(wer, dated the twenty-firfl: of June. When 
this Indian received the letter from me, it was very un-
certain what route we fhould take in Our return from the 
Copper River, and, in all probability, he himfdf had 
not then determined on what fpot he would pafs the 
prefent Winter; confequently our meeting each other was 
merely accidental. 

The(e Indians having obtained a few furrs in the courfe 
of the Winter, joined our party, which now confined 
of twcnty tents, containing in thc whole about two hun

dred 
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Weftward to procure birch-rind for making two canoes, 
and fome of the fungus that grows on the outfide of 
the birch-trce, which is ufed by all the Indians in 
thofe parts for tinder. There are two forts of thefe fun
gufes which grow on the birch-trees ; one is hard, the ufe
ful part of which much refembles rhubarb; the othct 
is foft and fmooth like velvet on the outfide, and when 
laid on hot allies for [orne time, and well beaten be
tween two fiones, is fomething like fpunk. The former 
is called by the Northern Indians Jolt-thee, and is known 
allover the country bordering on HuMan's Bay by the 
name of Pefogan·, it being [0 called by the Southern In-

• The Indians, both Northern and Southern, have found by experience, 
that by boiling the pefogan in water for a confiderable time) the texture is (0 

much improved, that when thoroughly dried. forne parts of it will be" nearly 
as (o(t as fpun~. 

Some of thofe funQUfes are as large as a man's head; the outlide. which is 
very hard and black, and much indented with deep cracks, being of no ure , 
is always chopped off with a hatchet. Befides the two forts of toychwood al 
r~ady mentioned, there is anomer kind of it in thofe parts~ that I think is in~ 
finitely preferable to either. This is found in old decayed poplars, and lies in 
flakes of various fizes and thicknefs; forne is not thicker than fhamoy leather, 
others are 3S thick as a Ihoe-fole. This, like the fungus of the birch.trre, is 
ilways moilt' when taken from rhe tree, but when dry, it is very foft and flex. 
ible, and takes fire readily (rom the {park of a {ted; but it is much improved by 
lx-ing kept dry in a bag that has contained gunpowder. It is rather furprifing 
that the Indians, whofe mode of life I have juft been defcribing, have never 
acquirrd [he method of making fire by friCtion, like the Efquimaux. It is 
alro equally furprifing that they do not make ufe of fkin-canoes. Probably 
der-r--fkiO! cannot be manufaCtured to withftand the water; for it is well known 
that the Efquimaux ufe always feal·fkins for that purpore, though they are in 
the habit of kf.llIing great numbers of deer. 

dians. 
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dians. The latter is only ufed by the Northern tribes, 
and is called by them Clalte-ad-dee. 
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By the lidl: of March we began to leave the line level ,n. 
country of the Athapufcows, and again to approach the 
flony mountains or hills which bound the Northern In-
dian country. Moofe and beaver flill continued to .be 
plentiful; but no buffaloes could be' feen after the twenty-
ninth of February. 

As we were continuing our courfe to the Eall: South 
Eafi, on the fourteenth we difcovered the tracks of more qd" 

{hangers, and the next day came up with them. Among 
thofe Indians was the man who had carried a letter for me 
in March one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, to 
the Chief at Prince of Wales's Fort, and to which he had 
brought an anfwer, dated the twenty-lirll: of June. When 
this Illdian received the letter from me, it was very un-
certain what route we Ihould take in our return from the 
Copper River, and, in all probability, he himfdf had 
not then determined on what fpot he would pars the 
prefent Winter; confequcntly our meeting each other was 
merely accidental. 

Thele Indians having obtained a few fum in the courfe 
of the Winter, joined our party, which now confill:ed 
of twenty tents, containing in the whole about two hun

dred. 
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dred perfons; and indeed our company had not been mudt 
lefs during the whole Winter. 

From the firangers who iafi joined us we received fome 
~eady-dre/fed moofe-Ikins for tenting and - {h~c-I eathcr; 
alfo fome other Ikins for clothing, for all of which the 
Chief at the Factory wru; to pay on our arrival. 

I cannot fufficiently lament the lofs of my quadrant, as 
-the want of it mull: render the courfe of my j ourney 
from Point Lake, where it was broken, very uncertain; 
and my watch Il:opping while I was at the Athapufcow 
Lake, has contributed greatly to the misfortune, as I am 
now deprived of ~very means of efiimating the difiances 
which we walked with 'any degree of accuracy, particu
larly in thick weather, when the Sun could not be feen . 

• 6th. The . Indians were cmployed at all convenient times 
in procuring birch-rind and making wood work ready 
for building canoes; alfo in preparing fmall flaifs of 
birch-wood, to take with them on the barren ground, 
to ferve as tent-poles .a11 the Summer; and which, as.' 
hath been already obferved, they convert into 1i1OW

{hoe fi.-ames when the Winter feu in. .Here it may 
be proper to obferve, that none of thofe incidental avo
cations interfere with, or retard the Indians in their 
j ourney; for they always take the advantage of every op-

portunity 
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portunity. which offers, as they pafs along, and when they 
fee a tree Ii't for their purpofe, cut it down, and either 
firip off the bark, if that be what they want, or fplit ·the 
trunk in pieces .. ; and after hewing it roughly with thd r 
hatchet, .carry it to ~he tent, where in the evening';, or in 
the morning before they fet out, thcy reduce it with their 
knives to the fhape and lize which is required. 

Provifions being plentiful; and ,the weathcr fine, we 
advanced a little each day; and on the nineteenth took up 
our lodgings by the fide of Wholdyeah-chuck'd Whoie, 
or Large Pike Lake: In our 'Yay we !,roiJed another frnal! 
lakc, whcre we caught Come trout by angling, and killed 
a few deer and cne mooCe. 

On the twentieth we crolfed Large Pike Lake, which 
at that part was not more than {even miles 'wide ; but fco!ll 
North North Wefi to the South South Eaft is much longer. 
The next day we arrived at Bedodid Lake, which in ge
neral is not more than three miles wide, and in fevcral 
places much lefs; . but it is, upward of forty miies"long, 
which gi'vc:sit the appearance of a river. It i, {aid by the 
Ind~"ns 'to be [hut ' .. up on all :!ides, and entirely fur
Tounded with high land, which produces · vall quantity 
of fir trees;' but n<?Ilcof . them grow to a great height in 
thp[c parts : . their bra,nclies, however, {pread widn than 

.th!)fc 'of- .firs'of three .times ·t.[,ei. .height alId tbickneCs do 
jn· Ei1i6~e: ' , ; .to that they' refemble an applc-~eein fhape, 

o 0 nlore 
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more than any fpecies of the pine. They (cem rich in 
tar, as the wood of them will burn like a· candle, and 
emit as {hong a fmell, and as much' black (moke, as the 
fiaves qf an old tar-barrel; for which i-eafon no 'Indians 
chure to burn it in their tents, or even out of doors, for 
the purpofc cf cooking their victuals. 

The thaws began now to be very con(loderable,and the 
under-woods were fo thick in thefe parts as to render tra
velling through them very difficult; we therefore took the 
advantage of walking on the ice of the above-mention<,d 
Lake, which lay nearly in the direction {Jf our courfe; 
bllt after ]ll'oceeding about twenty-two miles on it, the 
Like turnen more> toward the North, on which account 
we were obliged to leave it, firiking off to the Eafiward ; 
and after walking fourteen miles farther, we arrived at 
Noo-Ihetht Whoie, or the HiII-llland Lake, fo called from 
a very high itland which frands in it. 

, 
From the twenty-eighth to th;c! . thirty-nrR of March, 

we h'ad fo hard a gale of wind from the South, as to ren
der walking on lake. or open plains ' quite:' impoffible, and 
the violence with which the trees were blown down made 
walking in tile woods fotnewhat dangerous; :;I?,ut though 
feveral had narrow cfcape!, no accident happeii'ed. . . 

. From the middie to the 'latter .end· 'of Marcll, ' alld. in 
the bcginnirrg of April, though the thaw: was not general, 

Jet 
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yet in the middle 'Of tbe .day it was very conliderable: it 
com~only froZe hard in the nights; and the YOUIli men 
took. t~ . .advantage of the Illornings, whe!} the .mow was 
hard enri\ed over, a,ad ran down many moofe; for in thofe 

~ ,. . 
fituatilll1~ .. a . JDaIl. with 11 good pair of fnow-ihoes . will 
fcarctly make any. impreffion on the fnow, while the 

. moofe, and even the deer, will break through it at every 
iP:P up to th~ belly. , Nptwithfiandingthis, however, it is 
"ery feldom that the Indians attempt to run deer down. 
The 'moofe a. fu tender-footed, and fo ihort-winded, that 
a good nmner will~enerally tire thelD in leis than a day, 
and very freql!enci¥ in.ux or eight hours; th4iUgh I have 
known .fome of the Indians cOntinue the chace for · t':l'0 
days, before ~hey could., come up with, and kill the game. 
On tl)ok occa[wns the Indians, in general, only take with 
them a: knife or bayonet, and a little bag containing a fet 
of ~tackle, ~ are as Ii.Iy clothed as'poffible; fame 
of them will carry a bow and two or.three arrows, but I 
never knew any of .them take a gun, 'unlefs fueh as had 

.~ blown or bu~ and the barreiscutquite lhort, 
which, ~en redu.ced to the lean poffible lize to be ca
pab�e ofd~n_lUl¥..;ferviq:, l11ufi . be. too' great a weight 
br a man to ' run .wi.th if,l his hand for fa many hours 
toge~l1et 

Wn.e.1}. the poor moofe art: incapable of making fart~er 
J1!eed, !j@ey /land and keep their ;purrueis at bay Wlth . 

00 2 .their 
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their head and fore~feet; in the ' ufe of whiCh they arc 
very dexterous, cfj)ecially ' the latter; fo that the Indians 
"" ho have neither a bow nor arrows, nor a thort gun, 
with them, are generally , obliged to"lalh their knives or 
bayonets to the end of a long flick, and flab ,the,moo[c at 
a diflance. For want of this nece/Tary precaution, [orne 
of the boys , and fool-hardy young mell, who have at
tempted to rulh in , upon them, have frequently received 
[uch unlucky blows from their fore-feet, as to render their 
recorcr}, 'Try doubtful. 

The Belb of the moofe, ' thus killed, is far from being 
well-tahed, and I lhould think mull be very unwhole
[orne, from being over-heated; as by running [0 many hours 
together, the anima1 mull' have been in a violent fever; 
the Belh being foft and clammy, mufl have 'a very die 
agreeable tafte, neitherrcfembling lilh, Belh, nor rowl ' 

The Southern Indians ufe dogs for. this kind of hunt
ing, which makes it eafrer and,. expeditious; but the 
Northern tribes having ' no dogs t:~ained to that exercife" 
arc under the nece1Iity of dOing it tncijl[el¥es . 

• Though I wa~ afwift,run'.1,ct in thore .days~ ;·1 !l~ver .,'fco:.S,1ie~·'l.~ .I~ 
dians in one of thofe chaces, . ~t have heard qllny qf them ·~hat after a 
long <?nt. the moore , whCn kill~~., did nOt ptbduee 'morc t~ai1' ,~ 'quart qI),lood, 
thli. remainder being aU fewed ih:~~, ftdb •. ,'wh~h, .. .iil ~' fta(e, mull :fJt'. ten 
tim" woife .. {kd, th"" .W< fpl.W.~t ntill 'of;a haconl>'I8i 
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On -the feventh 'we croff'ed a part of Tbee-lee-aza River: 
nt which time the fm~1l N o~thern -deer were remarkably 
plentiful, but the moore began to be very fcarce, asnone 
were killed 'after the third. 

On the twelfth, we faw feveral fwans fiying to the 
Northward; they were the firO: birds of pail" ge we had 
feen that Spring, except a few fnow-bird" which always 
precede the migrating birds, and con[cqucntly arc with 
much propriety called the harbingers of Spring. The 
fwans al[o precede all the other fpecics of water-fowl, and 
migrate fo early in the feafoll, that they find no open 
water but at the falls of rivers, where they are readily met, 
and fQmetimes ihot,in confiderable numbers 

On .the fourteenth, we arrived at another part' of Thee
lee-aza River, and pitched 'our tents not far from fome 
familie~ offtriOllge Northern Indians, who had been th~re 
fome time l'naring deer; and who were all fo poor as not 
to have one gunamong' -~hem. 

The villains . .belonging to my crew were fo far from 
• 

adminill:ering to their relief, that they robbed them of al-
moll: every('pfefui article in their poffeffion ;#. and to com
plete the!r cruel~y,' t~e men joined themfelves in parti~s 
of fix; ~Ight, or., ten In :l gang;. and dragged fevcTlfI of 
their ypimgwoinen t() a littfiidiftanb: -_ from their <tents, 

where 
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where they not.Iy ravUhed tbem"but otheiwife ill
treated ¢tm, and that in [0 barbarous a manner, ' .. to 
endanger tpe lives of one or two of them. Humanity 
on this, as well as on [evera! other fimilac occafions during 
my refidence among thore wretches, prompted me to up
braid them with their barbarity ; but fo far were my re
monlhances from having the defired dfeCt, that they af
terwards made no fcruple of telling me in the plaine£l: 
terms, that if any female rebtion 'of mine had been there, 
£he £hould have been reeved in the fame manner. 

Deer being plentiful, we remained at this place ten 
days, in order to dry and prepare il quantity of the Relli 
and fat to carry with us; as this was the lall time the In
dians expeaed to fee {uch plenty until they met them 
again oli the barren ground. During our flay her.c, the 
Indians completed the wood-work for their canoes, and 
ptocured all their Summer tent;poles, &1'c.~ and while we 
were employed in this necelIary buiinefs, the thaw was 
fa great that the bare ground began to appear in many 
places, and the ice in the rivers, where the water was 
/hallow and the currC11J: rapid, began to break up; fa that 
we were in daily expeCtation of feting geefe, ducks, and 
other birds df pa1fage. ' 

15th. qJl the; twenty-,/ifi:4t t'* wcilt~ti'belng.-e~ atld fa-
vourable "f011raftU!ilg; !w~ oiicc"M ,·t::f'O:Ut;'8id"tJiat 

, ~ .:y 
, 
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day walked twenty miles to the Hallward; as fome of the 
women had not joined us, we did not move on the two 
following days. 

On the twenty-eighth, having once more mufiered all 
our fqrces, . early in the morning we [et out, and the next 
day paffed by Thleweyaza Yeth, the place at which we 
had prepared wood-work for canoes in the Spring one 
thoufand feven hundred and [eventy-one. 

As the morning of the lirll: of May was exceedingly 
nne and pleafant, with a light air from the South, and a 
great thaw, we walked eight or nine miles to the Eall: hy 
North, when a heavy fall of [now came on, which '-'I'a, 

followed, or indeed more properly accompanied, by a 
.bard gale of wind [rom the North Weft. At the time 
the bad weather began, we were on the top of a rugh bar
Fell hill, a confidcrable difiance from any woods: judging 

• 
it to be no more than a fquall, we fat down, in expeCta-
tion of its foon pafiing by. As the night, however, ad
'lanced, the gale increafed to fuch a degree, that it was 
impoffible for . a. man to Il:and upright; fo· that we were 
ebliged to lie down, without any other defence againft the 
weather, than putting our fledges and other lumber to ' 
windward of us, ·which in reality was of no real fervice, 
adt 'only haibol\red a great drift of fnow, with which in 
lOme placC$ we were covered toth~ depth of two or. three 
feet; and. as the night was not very cold, I (tmnd !byfel£, 

and 

'772 • 
t..._. 4 

April. 

Mar 
Ill. 



'772 • 

~-l'by. 

A JOURNEY TO THE 

and many others who were with me, long befott''Itlorning 
in a puddle of water, oc~afioned bX the heat of our bodies 
melting the [now. 

The [econd proved: fine pleafant weather,. w'ith warm 
[unfhine. In the morning, having dried all. our clothing, 
we proceeded on our journey. In the afternoon we arrived 
at the part at which my guide intended we fhould build 
o,ur canoes ; bllt having had [orne difference with ·his 
countrymen, he altered his mind, and determined to pro
ceed to the Eafiward, as long as the [caCon would permit, 
before he attempted to perform that duty. Accordingly, 
on the}hird, wepurfued our way, and as that and the fol
lowing day werc,very cold, which made us walk brilkly, 
we were enabled to make good days' jOllrnies; but the 
fifth was (0 hot and fl,lltry, that we only walked about 
thirte'en ' \Ililes in ollf ·old cou~fe to the Ea/! by N orth, 
and then halted abaut three-quarters of a mile to the South 
of Black Bear Hill; a place which I had Ieen ill the Spring 
of one thouCand feven hl1ndted and feventy-one. 

On the Jixth, the weather was eqllally hot with the 
preceding day; in' the 'morning, hONever, ' we moved on 
cleven miles to the Eafi, and the,n met [evcral ftrange 
Indians, .who informed us ' that a fe~v, "'fhers; who had a 

, tolerable cargo of fllfTS' ,>tIle! 'were, :g6i~g to ' iile , FaCtory 
~hat Summe;:, were ~ far diftanr ". . 
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On receiving this intelligence, my guide, Matonabbtc, 
fent a melfengcr to dclire their company. This was [oon 
complied with, as it is an univer£lI practice with the In
dian Leaders, both Northern and Southern, when going 
to the Company's Faclory, to ufe their influence and 
intercfl: in canvailing for companions ; as they find by 
experience that a large gang gains them much rcfpect. 
Indeed, the generality of Europeans who relide in thofe 
parts, being· utterly unacquainted with the manners and 
cul1:oms of the Indians, have conceived fa high an opinion 
of thofe Leaders, and their authority, as to imagine tint 
all who accompany them on thofe occaiions arc entirely 
devoted to their fervice and command all the y"ar; but 
this is fo far from being the cafe, that the authority or 
thofe great men, when abfent from the Company 's Fac
tory, never extends beyond their own family; and the 
trifling refpect which is fhown them by their countrymen 
during their relidence at the Factory, proceeds only from 
motiveS of intereft. 

The Leaders have a very difagrccable talk to perform 
on thofe occaiions; for they arc not only obliged to be the 
mouth-piece, but the beggars for all their frrends a!1d re
lations for whom they have a regard, as well as for thofe 
whom at other times they have rcafon to fear. Thofe lln
unwelcome commiffions, . which are impofed on them by 
their followers, joined to their own de lire of being thought 
men of great cOllfl'quence and intedt wi th .rhcEngliih, 
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make them very troublefomc. And if a Governor deny 
them any thing which they aik, though it be only to give 
away to the moll: worthlefs of their gang, they immedi
ately turn fulky and impertinent to the higheft degree; 
and however rational they may be at other times, are im
mediately divefied of every degree of reafon, and raife 
their demands to fo exorbitant a -pitch, that after they 
have received to the amount of five times the value of 
all the furrs they themfelvcs have brought •. they never 
ceafc begging during their /lay at the FaCtory; and, after 
all, few of them go away thoroughly fatisfied *. 

After 

• As a proof of this afl"ertion r take the Hl:>erty, though a little foreign to 

the narrative of my journey, to infeft one infiance, out of many hundreds of 
the kind that happen at the different Faaories in Hudfon's Bay, but perhaps 
no where fo frequently as at ChurchiU~ In Ofrobcr 1776, myoId guide, Ma
tonabbec, came at the head' of a large gang of Northt:rn Indians, to. trade at 
Prince or 'Vales's Fort; at which time I had the honour to comm;lnd it. 
"Vhen the nfual ceremonies had pafTed, I drefI'ed him out as a Captain of the 
firrr rank, and alfo clothed his-fix wives (rom rap to toe: after which, that is 
to fay, during his fray at me Fillory, which was ten days, ~ begged feven 
lieutenants' coais, fifteen common coats, eighteen. hats, eight~n lhiru, eight 
guns, one hundred and forty pounds weight of gunpQwder,. with thot, baJJ, 
and Hines in proportion; together with many hatchets, ice-chiffels, files, bayo
nets, knives, and a great qUaDtiry of tobacco, cloth, blankets, combs, looking
gbJfts, frockings,. handker.chit~s" &c._ bdides numbtrkfs fmall articles, fucll_ 
as awls, needles) paint, freels,. &c. in all to tht: amQllnt of upwards of feven 
hundred buver in the way of trade, to give a~y' among his fOllowers. . This 
'Was exdufiye of his own prefent,. which. confuted of a variety of goods to 
the value of four hundred beaver. more. But the molt extraordinary of his_ 
demands was twelve pounds of powder, twenty-eight pound&,. of filot and,baJJ, 
four pOl::lnds of tobacco,. fome articles of clothing, and [c:veral· pieces of iron .. 
work) &c. to gi~c: to· twO men who hadhaulc.d his te.nt and othc.r )umbt:r.tbe 

preccdina 
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After /lopping f"ur days at this place, Matonabbce, and 
nil the Indians who were to accompany me to the Fort, 
agreed to leave the elderly people and young children here, 
in the care of fome Indians who were capable of providing 
for them, ~nd who had orders to proceed to a place called 
Cathawhachaga, on the barren grounds, and there wait 
the return of their relations from the FaCtory. Matters of 
this kind being fettled, apparently to the entire (atisfaCtioll 
of all parties, we refumed our journey on the eleventh of 
May, and that at a much brilker pace than we could pro
bably have done when all the old people and young children 
were with us. In the afternoon of the fame day we met 
[orne other Northern Indians, who were alfo going to the 
Fort with furrs; thofe joined our party, and at night we all 
pitched our tents by the fide of a river that empties itfc!f 
into Doo-baunt Lake. This day all of us threw away 
our [now-Ihoes, as the ground was fo bare in moll places 
as not to require any fuch affifiance; but /ledges were oc
cafional~ ferviceable for fome time, particular! y when we 
walked on the ice of rivers or lakes. 

preceding Winter. This demand was fo very unrearonable, th_at I made fome 
fcrupk', or at lean hefit~ted to comply with it, aiming that he was the perfim 
who ought to fatisfy thofe men for their [ervict's ; buc I was foon anfwaed. 
That he did not ex~a to have been dmitd fll(h a tri}1e as that WaJ; and frlr 
the future he would carry his goods where he could get his own price (or 
them. On my afkioF: him where that was? he replied, in a vt.ry infolent tont" • 
., Ta the Canadian Traders." I was glad to comply with his demands; and 
I here jnfert the anecdote, as a fpecimen of an Im\i3n's conrci~!lce. 
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The weather on the twelfth was fa !;xceedingly hot and 
fu!try, and the water fa deep on the top of the ice of the 
above-mentioned river, as to render walking on it not 
only very trouhlefome, hut dangerous; fa after advancing 
about five miles we pitched . our tents, and. the warm 
we~ther being likely to continue, the Indians immedi
ate! y began to build their canoes, which were com
pleted with fuch expedition, that in the afternoon of the 
eighteenth we again fet f(,rward on our journey, but the 
day bciug pretty far fpent, we only walked about four 
miles, and put up for the night. 

The morning of the nineteenth was fine pleafant wea
ther; and as all the water was drained off from the top 
of the ice, it rendered walking on it both fafe and eafy; 
accordingly we fet out pretty early, and that day walked 
~Ipwards of twenty miles to the Eafi North Eafi on the 
above-mentioned river. The next day proved [0 cold, that 
aiter walking about fifteen miles, we were obliged to put 
·up; for having left DOD-baunt River, we were frequently 
obliged to wade above the knees through [wamps of mud, 
water, and wet fnow; which froze to our fiockings and 
fhoes in [uch a thick ~rufi, as not only rendered walking 
very laborious, but at the fame time fubjeeted us to the 
danger of having our legs and feet frozen. 

The weather on the twenty-fira was more fevere thall 
on the preceding day; but the fwamps and ponds being 

3 by 
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by that time frozen over, it was tolerable walking: we 
proceeded therefore on our journey, but the wind blew [0 

frefh, that we had not walked {jxtcen miles, before we 
found that thofe who carried the C~!10CS could not poffibly 
keep up with us, fo that we put up for the night. In the 
courfe of this day's journey we cron::c\ the North Well: Day 
of Wholdyah'd Lake; which, at that part, i, called by 
the Northern Indians A Naw-Ilct,- tha'd Whoie. This 
day fcveral of the Indians turned back, not being able to 
proceed for want of provifions. Game of all kinds indee d 
were [0 fcarce, that, except a few g~"{e, nothing had been 
killed by any of our party, from our leaving the women 
and children on the eleventh inl}ant, nor had we feen olle 
deer the whole way. 

293 
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Thctwenty-fecond proved more moderate, when all " ,I. 
our party having joined, we again advanced to the North 
Fall, and after walking about thirteen mib, the Indians 
killed ' four deer. Our number, however, had now f(, 

increafed, that four imall Northern decr wouldlcarccly 
afford us all a {jngle meal. 

The next day we continued our journey, generally '3d. 

walking in the North Ealt quarter; and on the twcnty- ' 5,1 •. 

fifth, crolTed the North 'bay of Thcy-holc-kyc'd Whoie, 
or Snow-bird Lake; and at night got clear of all woods, 
and lay on the barren ground. The f.~me day feveral of 
the Indians Itruck off another way, not being it1Jle to pro-

ceed 
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ceed to the Fort for want of ammun'ition. As we had 
for fome days pall: made good journies, and at the fame 
time were all heavy-laden, and in great dill:refs for pro
vilions, fome of my companions were fo weak as to be 
obliged to leave their bundles of fum -; and niany others 
were fo reduced as to be no longer capable of proceeding 
with us, having neither guns nor ammunition; fo that 
their whole dependence for fupport was on the fiili they 
might be able to catch ; and though fiili was pretty plen
tiful in moll: of the rivers and lakes hereabout, yet they 
were not always to be depended on for fuch an immediate 
fupply of food as thofe poor people required. 

Tho\1gh I had at this time a fuflicient Il:ock of ammu
nition to ferve me and all my proper companions to the 
Fort, yet felf-prefervation being the firll: law of Nature, 
it was thought advifableto re[erve the greatell: part of it for 
our own ufe; efpecially as gcefc and other fmaller birds 
were the only game now to be met with, and which, in 
times of fcarcity, bears hard on the articles of powder and 
iliot. Indeed moll: of the Indians who aClually accompanied 
me the whole way to the FaClory had fome little ammunition 
remaining, which enabled them to travel in times of real 
fcarcity better than thofe whom we left behind; and though 

• All the fum thus len were properly (ecured in caves and crevices of me 
rocks, fo as to wirhftand anyanempt that might be made on them by bca.R:s of 
prC'y, and were well fhie1ded from the weather; fo that, in all probability) few 
of them were 16ft. 

we 
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we aflified many of them,. yet feveral of their women died 
for want. It is a melancholy truth, and a difgrace to the ' 
little humanity of which thofe people are polfelfed, to 
think, that in times of want the poor women always 
come off !hart; and when real diftrefs approaches, many 
of them are permitted to ltarve,. when the males are amply 
provided for. 

The twenty-fixth was fine and preafant. In the morn
ing we fet out as ufual,. and after walking about five miles, 
the Indians killed three deer; as our numbers were greatly 
lclfened, thefe ferved us for two or three meals, at a [mall 
cxpence of ammunition •. 

In continuing our courfe to the Eaftward, we crolfed 
Cathawhachaga River, on the thirtieth of May, on the 
ice, which broke up foon after the 11ft perf on had crolfed 
it. We had not been long on the Eaft fide of the ri"er 
before we. perceived bad welther near at hand, and began 
to make every preparation for it which our lituation would 
admit; and thilt was but very indifferent, being on entire 
barren ground. It is true, we had complete fers of Sum
mer tent- poles, and [uch tent-cloths.as are generally ufed 
by the Northern Indians in that feafon; thefe were ar
langed in the beft manner, and in '{uch places as were 
moll: likely to afford us !helter from the threatening Il:orm. 
The rain foon began to defcend in fuch torrents as to moLe 
th.c:rivCt o.ller/low to fuch a degree as foon to can vest our· firl1:' 
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