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phcc of retreat into an open fea, and oblige us ill the 
middle of the night to aflemble at the top of an adjacent 
hill, where the violence of the wind would not permit tIS 

to pitch a tent; fo that the only /belter we could obtain 
was to take the tent-cloth about our /boulders, ond iit 
with our backs to the wind; and in this iit",,,;,," w~ 
we were obliged to remain without the leall rd,efhmcnt, 
till the morning of the third of June: in the courfe of 
which time the wind Jhlfted all round the co"·'pofs, but 
the bad weather Ilill continued, fa that we were con · 
Ilantly obliged to /bift our polition as the \Viml changed. 

The wcather now became more moderate, though there 
was frill a frefh gale from the North Well, with hard 
froll and frequent /bowers of fnow. Early in the morn
ing, however, we proceeded on our journey, but thc wet 
and cold I had experienced the two preceding days fo be
numbed my lower extremities, as to render walking for 
fame time very troublefome. In the courfe of ,this day's 
journey we faw great numbers of geefe flying to the South
ward, a few of which we killed; but tAefe were very 
difproportionate to the number of mouths we had to feed, 
and to make up for our long falling. 

8th. From that time to the eighth we killed every day as 
many geefe as were fufficient to preferve life; but on that 
day we perceived plenty of deer, five O"f which the In
dians kill0d, which put us all into good fpirits, and . the 

number 
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number of deer we tla. faw afforded great hopes of more 
plentiful times' during the remainder of our journey. It 
is almoftneedlcfs to add, that people in our diftrelfed litu
ation eXpended a little time in eating, and flieing' fame of 
the £lefh ready for drying; but the drying it occalioned 
no delay, as we faltened it on the tops of the women's 
bundles, and dried it by the fun and wind while we were 
walking; and, ftrange as it may'appear, meat thus pre
pared is not only very fubltantial food, but pleafant to 
the talle, and gtmerally much efteemed by the natives. 
For my own part Imuft acknowledge, that it was not only 
agreeable to my palate,. but after eating a meal of i~, I 
have always found that I could travel longer without 
viCtuals, than > after any other kind of food. All the 
dried meat prepared by the Southern -Indians is per
formed by ~pofU1g it: t~theheat ofa largenre, which 
foon exliau1l"S':allthe nne juices' from it, and when fuf
ficiently dry to prevent putrtf.tCtion, is no more to be com
pared with that 'c-ured by the Northern Indians in the Sun, 
or-by 'the heat of'a very !low fire, than meat that has been 
bOiie(HfuWti~'·for" the' fake of the roup, is to that which 
isonty' fuffitieptly -boiltl! 'fat eating: ' the latter has all 
the juices remaining,' whi¢b; being cably dilfolved by the 
heat and nio(lturcJO( th~ ftorftaCh, proVes a fuong and 

• • •. ".t'. . . , 

nourilhihg food; \V')creaithe former being entirely de-
piiVur] f 'thM;~qila:litb('cali"1:1y ')1o,means have a:nequ~l 
~Iaiiti i~~~'c:;haniCter. "Moll of the,Europeans. however, 
JirCifbn&f"C1 it lhRn they,'lte .of that c-ured ~ the North-
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em I Iltiians. The: (\me may be faid of the lel\Il parts \ilf 
th.: beall, which arc firll dried, and then reduced into 
a kind of powder. That done by the Northern Indians is 
entirely free from [moke, and quite foft and mellow i,l the 
mouth; whereas that which is prepared by the Southern 
tribes is generally as bitter as foot with finuke, and is as 
hard as the [craps of horn, &c. which are burnt to mak" 
hardening for the cutlers. I never knew, that any Eu
ropean was [0 fond of this as .they are of that made by 
the Northern Indians. 

On the ninth, as we were continuing our courfe to the 
Factory, whieh then lay in the South Eall quarter, we faw 
feveral [mokes to the North EaIl, and the fame day fpoke 
with many Northern Indians, who were going to Knapp's. 
Bay to meet the Churchill /loop. Several of thofe Indians 
had fUffS with them, but having rome time before taken up 
goods on trull at Prince of Wales's Fort, were taking that 
method to delay the payment of them. Defrauds of this 
kind have been pradifed by many of thafe people with 
great fueeefs, ever finee the furr-trade has been efl:ablifhed 
with the Northern Indians at Knapp's Bay; by which 
Hleans debts to a confiderable amount are annually loll to 
the Company, as well as their Governor in the Bay . 

. Being delirous of inlproving every opportunity that the 
fine weather afforded, we did not lofe much time in con
verfation wi1h th~fe Indja~s, P.Qt . proceeded on flUr coucfe 

to 
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to the South EaR, while they continued theirs to the 
North Eaft. 

For many days after leaving thofe people, we had the 
good fort'une to meet with plenty of provilions; and as 
the weather was for a long time remarkably line and plea
fant, our circumftances were altered fa much for the better , 
that every thing feemed to contribute to our happinefs, 
as if delirous to make fome amends for the fevere hunger, 
cold, and cxceffive hard1hips that we had fuffered long 
before, and which had reduced us to the greatefi mifety 
and want. 

Deer was fo plentiful great part of the way, that the 
Indians killed as many as were wanted, without going out 
of their road; and every lake and river to which we came 
{eemed willing to give us a change of diet, by affording 
us plenty of the lineft fi1h, which we caught either with 
books or nets. Gcefe, partridges, gulls, and many dlher 
fowls, which are excellent eating, were a1fo in fuch 
plenty, that it only required ammunition, in Ikilful hands, 
to have procured as manrof them as we could delirc. 

The only inconvenience we now fdt was from frequ: nt 
!howers of heavy rain; but the intervals between thefe 
ihowers being very warm, and the Sun !hining bright, that 
difficulty was ealily overcome, efpecially as."the belly was 
,plentifully' fupplicd with exce1knt viduals. Indeed the 
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vcry thoughts of being once more arrived fo near home; 
made me capable of encountering every difficulty, even if 
it had been hunger itfelf in the moll: formidable lhape. 

On the eighteenth, we arrived at Egg River, from 
which place, at the folicitation of my guide Matonab
bee, I fent a letter poll:-hafte to the Chief at Prince of 
Wales's Fort, advifing him of my being fo · t:,r advanced 
on my return. The weather at this time was very bad 
and rainy, which caufed us to lofe near a whole day; but 
upon the fine weather returning, we again proceeded at 
our ufual rate of eighteen or twenty miles a day, fome
times more or Icfs, according as the road,. the weather, .. 
and other circumll:ances, would admit. 

Deer now began to be not quite fo. plentiful as they had 
been, though we met with enough for prefent ufe, which 
was all we wanted, each perfon having as much dri<;d meat 
a. he could conveniently carry, belides his furrs and other 
necefiary baggage. 

,6.1.. Early in the morning of the twenty-fixth, we arrived at 
Seal River but the wind blowing right lip it, made 

fo. 

Mr. Jeremie is very incorretk in hls accoupt of, the ftruacion of this 
River) and its courr~. It is not cafy to guefs, whe~her the Copptr orf~ 
ribbed InJians be the nation he calls PI4Ij,qltZ d, Cilinu. : if it be the former, 
he is much mifta~; for they have abundance of; .beaver, and other aniffia1$ 
of the furr kinJ, in their country!' and if t.he Llm-r, he is equally wrong to 

a1fert 
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{o- great a rea, that we were obliged to wait near ten hours 
before we could venture to cro[s it in our little canoes. 

In 

aJTen th:lt they have copper-mines in their coun~ry j (or neither copper. nOT 

any other. kind' of metal is in ure among them. 

Mr. Jeremie was not too modeft when he raid, (fee Dobbs's Account of 
Hudfon's Bay, p. 19.) c~ he could not fay any thing pofitively in going farther 
If Nonh;" for in my opinion he never was fa far North or Weft: as he pre
tends. otherwife he would have been more correa in hu., defcription of thofe 
parts. 

The Strait he mentions is undoubledIy no other than what is now called 
Chefterfie1d's Inlec, which, in fome late and cold (carons, is not clear of ice 
the whole Summer: for I will affirm, that no Indian, tither Northern or 
Southern, ever raw either Wager Water or Repulfe Bay, except the twO men 
who accompanied Captain Middlecon j and though thofe men were feleCted 
from fome hundreds for their univerfal knowledge of thofe part~ yet they 
knew nothing of the ·eoait fo far North as -Marble Ifland. 

As a farther prbof, that no Ind~ns, except the Efquimaux, ever frequent 
filch hjg~ latitudes, unItfs at a great difhnce from the fea) I mnft here mentioQ, 
tr~t fo late as the year 11'763. when Caprain<Chriftopher went to furvey Chef
tt'rfidd's Inlet, though he was furnifued with the moll intelligent and ex
perienced Northern lndians that could be found, they did not know an inch 
of the land to the North of Whale Cove. 

Mr~ Je;cmie is alfo as -much miftaken in w~at he fays ~oncern ing Churchill 
River" as he was in . the- direCtion of Seal River,j for he f.1yS tn;u no woods 
were found but in fome i!1ands which lie about ten or twelve miles up the river. 
At the time he wrote, which was long before a feuiem("m was made there, 
wood .... as. in great plenty on both fides the riv.cr; and that within five miles of 
where 'Prioce of Wales's Fort now ftand5. But::to'! to the iflands of which he 
fptaks, iftbey evt:r exifted, they have of late years moft alfuredly difappeared. 
fur fince the Company have had a.'cettlc.mtnt. on· that rivtr, 'bo one ever fJ.w .311 
Uland in it that produced timber, or wood of. any clercriptiQn, wiehin . fel'C.y 
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In the afternoon the weathet: grew nmre "moderatt, fo thitt 
we werC enabled to ferry over the river; aftet which" we 
rclulllcd our journey, and at night pitched our tents in fome 
tufts of willows in fight of the woods of Po-co-thee-kis-co 
River, at which we arrived early in the , morning -of 
the twenty-eighth; "but the wind again blowing very hard 
in the North Eall quarter, it was the afternoon of the 
twenty-n"inth before we could attempt to crofs it . 

.. ; 

J ull at the time we were croffing the South branch of 
Po-co-thcc-kis-co River, the Indians that were fent from 
Egg River with a letter to the Chief at Churchill, joined 
us on their return, "and brought a little tobacco and fome 
ether articles which Ihtd defired. Though it was late 
in the afternoon before we had all crofi'ed the river, yet 
we walkcd that evening till after ten o'clock, and then 
put up on one of the Goofe-hunting Iflands, as they are 
generally called, about ten miles from the Fadory. The 
next morning I arrived in good health at Prinee of Wales' $ 

Fort, after having been abfent eighteen months and twenty-

miles of the Fort. But the grc~t number of ftwnps now remaining, from 
which, in aU probability, the trees have been CUt (or firing, are fufficient to 
prove that when Churchill River was firft fetded. wood was then itlgrtat plenty; 
but in the come of {eventy-fix years relidence in one plac(., it is natural to 

fuppofc: it was much th.inned ne,1T the Setticmeot. . rndt~d for rome yean paft 
common (ewel is fo fcarce nur that Fataory, tlRf it .i, die chief employment 
of m~~ of the fc:rvants for upward of ftvtrl monthS i1l the year, to. proCtl.re' aa 
much wood as w!!f fupply <he lites for iW", ..... aDd • little iimbcrfor necelliry 
~~. " 

three 
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~~ days OIl thi~ laA: expedition; but from my firA: fet
'it~;~.t, .. ~i~ Captain 'Chawchinaha, it was two years 
f'ev~ i\'lon~r'and twenty-four days. 

Though I11Y difcov~ies are not likely to prove of any 
qlaterial advantage to the Nation at large, or indeed to 
the Hudfon's'Bay Company, yet I have the pleafure to 
think that I have fully ' complied with the orders of my 
Mailers, and t~t it hl\8 .put ~ firutl end to all difputes con
cerning 1I North W~ft r. ~rollgh lllldfol.l's Bay. It 
will affq wipe (l1F, in {QIIIC IIU!af~~e, the ill-grollnded and 
unjuft afpedions (If DoQbs, Ellis, R6bfon, and the Ame
rican Traveller; who have all taken much pains to con
demn the condllct of the Hudfon's Bay C(lmpany, as being 
llverfe frQm ll\fcQ¥cri,es, a\ld ffllm enlargjp.g their trade. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. IX. 

A /hort Defcription of the Northern Indians, alfo a 
farther Account of their Country, ManufaCtures, Cuf
toms, .. ~c • 

.An ·o,,·on.1 'if Ibe perjons and ttmpers if tbe Northern India'IS.-They 
pr1/'ifs a greal deal if arl and co,ming.-Are very guilly if fraud 
,'when in Ib~ir pfJ1lJ~r, and genually exafl more f.or 'heir jurrs thall 
any otber tribe if Indians • .,-AlwQp d!lfatilfied, ytt how Ilkir good 
9uolititl.-The men i.n general jeolous of tbeir wivtl.-Tbeir mar
riagu.-Giru af.woJI helrotbed -when children, ond their 1'c'!fims for 
il.~Great ;are anii.(or!finemenl if )'oung girls from Ibe age if eigbl or 
'line )'cars old.-~rctl ctmmUJII amortg tbqft ptoplt.-Tbe women art 
lift jro/jjic tban in warmer cOMn/ries~-Remar"able piece if flpcrjlilioll 
o¥roed hy tbe wfitnen lit particular periodJ.-Thei,. art ill making it 
an eXClift fw a .temporary li/aralian from tbeir bl!foandr 011 any little 
9uarrcl.-Reckoned vcry unclea" on tbofl occafionl.-The NClrtherll 
Indian, freq.t1JIIy, for the want ifjirmg,- are ob/ignl 10 cal tbdr 
Intot raw.-Some tbroNgb lIC,-dJi'} obliged. 'I; boil it in vdfob made of 
tbe rind of Ibe birch-lree.""':'A remarlab/e difh among tho/' people.- . 
The J'ollng atlimolr alwoy cuI out of tbeir MIIIl caltl1, and accoltnted a 
great delicoq.-Thc partl of gtneralioll of all animal, eal by the me" 
and b())'J.-}.:[onmr of pnjJing their lime, and IIItthod of Ail/illS dur ill 
Summer 'l.{,,;th hOWl alld arrowJ.-T'bcir lenll, dogs,jletlgcs, &c.
Sllow-jboCJ.-Their parlialily to domyJic VCrmifJ.-Vlmqf/ e/X/cut 0/ 
tbe Nartbern JiJdian country.-Face of tfoe cOll1ltr).,-:-Spui(J if fijh.
A peculiar ki"d if mqfs ,1if./ for Ibe /upport -if mall.-Norlhern In
diem me/bod of catching f!fb, either with hookr~ '1Ir nefJ.-:-;CtreIllDllY 

olftrued wht:ll tWo parties of thqft .#0;/( metl.-Div(Jji()n/m commlJlI 
l:ft.-A jil/glliar dfforda' wbich allorls Jame if tho/' prop/e.-Tbeir 

JI/F" 
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filptiJ1iJiOll with refP.ctl to the dt:alb if (licir j;·jCl1a'J .-Ceretr.ollj' ob
ji.'T',)(J 0 1J Jbrft ()ccajioJlJ.-7'l.)(ir,iduu ~/ ,/I,' jiJj! ;JlbllhilflJlts 'I/Ihr 
'l.oorld.-Plo form qf rt:iigioll alll(J!Jg tbclII. -R"lIIdrkJ (lit I,bol cirCl"" 

.Ilcrlh·C.-Tht: ex/rolle m!fl'rJI 10 7.f/bich old (lge if " .\p~lcd.-'Tbcir opi,,;oll 
l!l the Aurora Boreal is, &c.-801/l1: A aolllli '(/ lttlutOl1(.7bbcc, and bil 

fi'rvices /0 ,bis cormtr)" al u,dl as to the fiiu(fo,,'s Bay Campau),. 
. . 

A S to the per fons of the Northern J ndi~"s , they ~re 
in general above the middle lize; wdl-proportioned, 

/hong, and robuft, but not corpulent. They do not pof
ieCs that acrivity of body, and livelinef, of difpofttion, 
which are fo commonly met with among the otber tribes 
of Indians who inhabit the Weft coalt of Hudfon 's Bay. 

Their complexion is fomewhat of the copper caft, in
clining rather toward a dingy brown; and their hair, like 
all the other tribes in India, is black, Itrong, and Ihaight "'. 
Few: of the men have any beard; this feldom makes its 
appearance till they arc arrived at middle-age, and then 
is by rio means equal in quantity to what is obfcrved 
on the faces of the generality of Europeans; the little 
they have, however, is exceedingly ftrong and briltly. 
Some of them take but little pains to eradicate their beards, 
though it is conlidered as very unbecoming; :,nd thofe 

• I have feen f('vera! of the Southern Indian men who were near fix fee t 
high, prefc:rvc a fingk lofk. of their hair, that, when let down, would trail on 
the ground as they walked. This, however, is but fe1dom feen; and fome 
have fufpeB:ed it to be (aUe: but] have examined the hair of feveral of them, 
and found it to be real. 

Rr who 
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who do, have no Other method than that of pulling it out 
by the roots betwen . their /iDgers and the edge of a blunt 
knife. Neither fex have any hair under their armpits, and 
very little on any other part of the body, particularly the 
women; but on the place where Nature plants the hair, I 
never knew them attempt to eradicate it. 

Their features are peculiar, and different from any 
other tribe in thofe parts; for . they have very low fore
heads, fmall eyes, high cheek-bones, . Roman' nofes, full 
cheeks, and in general long broad chins, Though few of 
either fex are exempt from this national fet of features, 
yet Nature feems to be more fuie\: in her obfervance of it 
among the fqnllles, as they feldom vary fo much as the 
mep: Their /kins are foft, {mooth, and polilhed; and 
when they are drefi'ed in clean clothing, they are as free 
from an offi:nfive fmel! as any of the human race. 

Every tribe of Northern Indians, as well as the Copper 
and Dog-ribbed Indiana, have th~ or four parallel black 
ftrokes marked 00 each cheek; which is performed by 
eIItI:ring an awl or needle under the /kin, and, on drawing 
it out again, immediately rubbing powdered ch4rcoal :ints> 
the wound. 

T~ir difpo/i(ioal arc in general mO'ip(c; and,' covetous, 
and they fCem to be «murely unacquainted eveD 'with the 
name of gra{\tudc. They arc :for ever pleading poverty,. 

'en 
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even alJlong thlllIlfe1ves; and when they vilit the Fadory, 
there is not.one of them who has not a thou rand wants. 

When any real difiretred objeds prefent themfelves at the 
Company'k l'aCl:ory, t,hey are always relieved with vieluals, 
clothes, medicines, and every other neccfl:ary, gratis; and 
in return, they inftruel every onc of their countrymen how 
to behave, in order to obtain the fame charity. Thus it 
is very common to fee both men and women come to the 
Fort half-naked, when either the fevere cold in Winte~, 
or the extreme troublcfomenefs of the flies in Summer, 
make it necetrary for every part to he covered. On thofe 
occaiions t!l'~y are feldom at a 10Cs 'for a plaulible fiory, 
which they relate as the occallon of their diftrefs, (whether 
real or pretended,) and never fail to interlard their hif1:ory 
with plenty of lighs, groans, and tears, fometimes affeel
ing to be lame, and even blind, in order to excite pity .. 
Indeed, I know of 'no people that have more command of 
their paffions on fuch occalions; and in this refpeel the 
women exceed the ' men, as I can affirm with truth I have 
feen fome of them with one fide of the face bathed in 
tears, while the other has exhibited a lignificallt fmile. 
Falfe pretences fGPobtaining charity are fo common among 
thofc people, and fo often deteeled,' that the Governor is 
.frequently obliged .to tum a deaf ear to many who apply 
,for relief ; 'for if he did not, he might giveaway the whole 
(If the Company's goods, and by degreei all the Northern 

, R r 2 ' tribe 



A J 0 URN £ Y TO ' l' H ·E 

tribe would make a trade of hegging, rnll>ead of bringing 
fulTS, to purchafe ,,,hat they want . It may truly be [aid, 
that they poffcfs a conliderable degree of deceit, and are 
very complete adepts in the art of flattery, which they 
never fpare as long as they' find that , it conduces to . their 
interell:" butn!?t'a flJoment 191;'ger. They take care always 
to feemafti6.hed t6 :a new Governor, and flatter his pride, 
by tellini(hini. that they look up to him as the; father of 
their tribe; 6n whom they can fafely place thei~ depend
ance; and "they never fail to depreciate the,'generofity of 
his predeceffor, hdweve~ extenlive that might have been, 
however humane or dilinterell:ed·'.his conduCl; and if af
perli.ng the old, and -flattering the new Governor, has not 
the defired elfeCl in a reafonable time, they reprefcnt him 
as the worll: of charaClers, ' and tell him to his face that he 
is one of the moll: cruel of men'; thM, he has no fecling for 
the dill:reffes of their tribe, and diat many have perifhed for 
want of proper affill:ance, (which, if it be true, is only 
owing to want of humanity among themfdves,) and thm 
they boaft of having received ten times the favours and prt
(ents from his 'predeceffor. It is remarkable that thofe arc 
moll: lavilh in' their praifes, who have never either dcferved 
or rcceiVlxl any favours from him. In time, however, this 
language alfo ccafes, and they arc perfeClly reconciled, to 
the man whom they wonld willingly have made a fool, 
and fay, "he is no child, and 1I0t to ' be deceived by 
U them. H 

They 
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. They differ fo llluch from the rell of mankind, that harfh 
uncourteous ufage fcems to agree better with the gencrality 
of them, P¥ticularly the lower c1afs, than mild treat
ment; for if the leall rcfpett be {hewn them, it makes 
them intolerably infolent; and though fome of their leaders 
may be exenipt from this imputation, yet there arc but 
few even of them who have fenfe enough to fet a proper 
value on the favours and indulgences which arc granted to 
them while they remain at the Company's Factories, or 
clfewherc within their territories. Experience has con
vinced me, th:1t by keeping a Northern Indian at a dif
tance, hc may be made ferviceable both to himfdf and the 
Company; but by giving him the leall indulgence at thc 
Fattory, he wil! growindo1tnt, inattivi:, and ttoublc
fame, and only contri,'e methods to tax the generolity of 
an European. 

The greatell: part of thefe people never fail to defraud 
Europeans whenel'Cr it is in their power, and take every 
method to over-reach !hem in the way of trade. They 
will difguifc t,\lFir perfons and chlnge their names, in 
order to defraud them of their lawful debts, which they 
arc kllnetimcs permitted to contr.,tt at the Cplllpany's 
Fattory; and all debts that are outll:anding at the fllC
ceffion of a new Governor are entirely loll:, as they always 
dcclar ... · anci bring ple'nty of witnc.lfes to prove, that they 
were paid long before, but that their names had been for
gotten to ~lhuck out of the book. 

)0 Notwith-
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N otwithll:anding all thofe bad qualities, they arc the 
mildell: tribe of Indians that trade at l!ny of the Com
pany's fettlcments; and as ,th~ greatell: part ~of them are 
never heated with liquor, are always in their fenfes, 
and never proceed to riot, or an yviolcnce beyond bad 
language. . 

The men are in general very jealous of their wives, and 
I make no doubt but the lame fpirit reigns among the 
women; but they are kept fo milch in awe of their 
hulbands, that the liberty of thinking is the greatell: pri
vilege they enjoy. The prefence of a Northern Indian 
man fhikes a peculiar awe into hi. wives, as he always 
affume. the farne authority ovet them that the mafier of a 
family in Europe ufually does over his domeftic fervants • 

. Their marriages are not attended with any ceremony; 
all matches are made by the parents, or next of kin. 
On thofe occafions the women f~m to· have no choice, 
but implicitly obey t~ 'Yill of their Parents, who al
ways endeavour to · marty their daughtlis ~o thofe that 
feem moll likely to. be capable of maintaining them, 
let their. age, perfon,. or difpofition be ever fo defpi
cable . . 

. . .;. 

The girls are always-betrothed when childien, bllt never 
to thofe 'of equal age, which it @ubtkfS fOUlid policy with 
people in tJ(eit /itliatiOtl. whaulieex.iftenC4:":pf adfamilY; 

ependl 
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dependse~tirely on the ~bilities and indultry of a fingle 
man. · Children, as they jyllly obfcrve, arc fa liable to 
alter in their tru!nners and difpolition, that it is impoilible 
tqjudg~ f~~m the actions of early youth what abilities they 
may poffeCs when they arrive at puberty. For this rc:i
Can the girls are often fo difproportionably m~tchcd foJ' 
age, that it is very common to fcc men of thirty-li.ve or 
forty years old have young girls of no more than ten or 
twelve, and fometimes much younger. From the early 
age of eight or nine years, they are prohibited by cufiom 
from joining in the mofi innocent amufements with chil
dren of the oppolite fex; Co that when fitting in their 
tents, or even when travelling, they arc watched ana 
guarded with fueh an unremitting attention as cannot be 
exceeded by the moll rigid difcipline of an Englilh board
ing-Cchoo!. Cufiom, ho..yever, and conll:ant example, 
make fuch uncommon rell:raint and 'confinement lit light 
and eafy. even on children, whofe tender ages ["cmbetter 
adapted to innocent and cheerful amu[emcnts, than to be 
cooped up by the fide of old women, and c?nfiantly em
ployed in fciapingikins, :mendinglhocs, and:learning other 
domellic duties necelfary in the care of a family. 

No.twithllallding thofeuncommon rdhaints on/the young 
girls,' the conduct of their parents is by no means uniform or 
cimliRint witli this plan; ,as they Cet no bound~~ their 
convcrfation, but ,talk before them, .lllld eVCfJ'~o the~, on 
tbe moll: iDdelicatefubjects . . As t'hcir e~rs are ' accuaom~d . . . 
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to fueh language from their carliel1: youth, this has by no 
means the fame effeCt on them, it would have. on girls .born 
and educated in a civilized country, where ~very care is 
taken to prevent their morals from being c~ptamillated 
by obfcenc converfation. The Southern Indians arc 
Hill lefs delicate in converfatioll, in the prefencc of their 
children. 

The women among the Northern Indians are in general 
morc backward than the Southern Indian women; and 
though it is well known that neither tribe lofe any time, 
thofe early conneCtions arc feldolll produCtive of children 
for fome years. 

Divorces are pretty common among the Northern In
dians; [omctimes for incontinency, btlt marc frequently 
for want of what they deem nece1Tary accompJifhments, 
or for bad behaviour. This ceremony, in either cafe, 
conlif1:s of neither more nor lefs than a good d'rubbing, 
and turning the woman out of doors; . telling her .to go 
to her paraffipur, or relations, according to the nature of 
her crime. 

Providrnce is vCry kind in cauling there people to be lees 
prolific tllan the inhabitants of civilized nations; it':i~ vqy , 

. unc01lJP-'~n to {ee one woman have bore than five .6r fix 
chll¥en; ~d thefe JUt always .bom at {uch a dlftance 
fre,n one another, tqat ' the yQung~/l; is generally two . ill: 

three 
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three years . old bofo;e another is brought into the world. 
Their eafy 'births; " a~d the ceremonies which take place 
on t,hofe OcdJions, have already been mentioned; I {hall 
~thi:i-e'fore ,o~ly oblerve here, that they make no ufe of 
~Ies.; like the ' Southern Indians, but only tie a lump 
pf 'mc;>f. between their legs; and always carry their chil
dren at their backs, next the !kin, till they arc able to 
walk. Though their method of treating young children is 
in thisrefpeCl: the mofl uncouth and awkward I ever Caw, 
ther~ are few among them tbat can he called deformed, 
and not one in fifty who is not bow-legged. 

There are certain periods at which they never permit the 
women to abide in the fame tent with their hufbands. At 
f\lch times they are obliged to make a fmall bovel for 
themfelves at fome diflance from the other tents. As this 
is an univerCal cuflom ' among all the tribes, it is alfo a 
piece of poliCy with the women, upon any difference wi tit 
their hulbands, to make that an excuCc for a temporary 
feparation" when, without any ceremony, they creep out (as 
is their ufual cunom on thofe occafions) under the eves of 
th"t fide of tbete~t atw.hich they happen to be fitting; for 
at thofe times they-are IlOt permitted.to go in or ouythrough 
the door. This cuflom is fo generally prevalent alnong the 
~qQIJmj " that I h:w.e frequently known fome of hefuJ.ky 
-a:~riie: ;"i~i1{~their hufbands and tent for four or 11 . days at 
,a'1ijn,e; arl'd repeat the farce twice or thrice in a mo " while 
tlti:jJ@r 'merihave never fufpcCl:ed the deceit; or i hey 

Sf ha, 
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have. delicacy qn their Fart h;js nqt ,perll)itted them to 
enqui re into the 'matter. I have I;,no.l'I1,o Matopab\>ee's 
hand fame wife, who eloped frolll him io :May on~~i;hQl.l' 
C~nd {even hundred apd {evcl)ty-on.e, live t1ll;n-Qardy, ' as 
as they call it, (th.at is., alone, ) for lCvernl weeks together, 
under this pretence; but as a proof hi: ' had {orne {u{pi~ 
cion, !he was always carefully watched, to prevent her 
from giving her COll)paIlY to, ~I.\y odlCr mall. The SO\lth
~rn Indians arc al{o vc;ry delicate in this point; for though 
they do not force their wives to build a {epa rate tel1t, they 
never lie under the (arne clothes during this period. It 
is, however, equally true, that the young girls, when 
thofc {ymptoms, make their firft appearance, generally go 
a little dillance from the other , tents for four or five days, 
and at thc:'~ return wear a kind of veil or curtain, made 
of beads, for fame time after, as a mark of modelly; as 
they arc then conlidered ,marriageable, and of courfe are 
called women, though forpe at -thofe; . period's ' arc not more 
than thirteen, while others -at the age of fifteen or lixteen 
have been reckoned ;\l;S chij.dreo. ,.t11ol.lgh apparently arrived 
at nearly their full~ gro~th. 

o~ tqofe occa/ioos, aiemar~able . piece o.f fuperfiition 
prevails ::":nong them; women in thIS lituat!on are nev¢r 
permitte , to ~alk 00 the ice of rivers In lake~, . or n~.U:tht 
part whe _ the m~n are hunqng. ~V.~f~ ·gr~~~ .~ ii~y 
lllg-nc Is ret, for fear of aVp"t1l~g ~ ~1ielr_ fuccefs. r.Q.ey. 
are a 0 prolfibited ,at , ~fe ti~ei !:i'~ ' partaking of ' t'b~ 

- " h~' 
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head'of any animar, and even from walking in, or croffing 
the tr~ck w1fr: the head of a deer, moofe, beaver, and 
many other ;uumals, have lately been carried, either on 
a fledge of on the back. To be g1lilty of a violation 
of this cuftom is conlidered as of the greateft importance; 
beeaufe they firmly believe that it would be a means of 
preventing the hunter from having an equal fueeefs ill hi, 
future excurlions. 

Thofe poor people live in fuch an inhofpitable part of 
the globe, that for ~ant of firing they are frequently 
obliged to eat their viCtuals quite raw, particularly in the 
Summer feafon, while on the barren ground; but early 
cu.~om and frequent neceffity make this pr~.ice 10 f~
milmr ,to th~"IIl, that fo far from finding anf'll1convem
Cllee 'arife from it, or having the Icaft dillike to it, they 
frequently do it by choice, and particularly in the article 
of fifh; for whtn they do make a pretence of drcfiing 
it, th.ey· feldom warm it through. I have frequently 
made one of a party who has ["It round a [relli-killed deer, 
and affifted in picking the bones quite dean, when I 
thought that the raw br.uns and many other parts were 
excecdinglygood ; '.and"however /hange it m~y 'pear, I 
·moft be(tow the fame 'epithet on half-raw Ii : evell 
tp,' :tl\~<.day I give the preference to trout, ftlmoll, 

,~, rjl,b',btpwn tittemeg, wlkn they are not \Va at the 
bCIDe . , ;.', : 

Sf 2 • <rhe 
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The extreme poverty ot th()le Indi;!i,s. !~: 'gejjeJ,'2! :wilt 
not p,erlI)it .one half of them to pti.r~~!l,f"b.~a'fSl~~,~qI~~. 11oitt . 
the Company; [0 that they are lhll .under th,' nec~.ffi,tyof 
continuing their original mode of bOiling th~~ vicl·u'alsin 
large upright velfe!s made 'of bircho.rind . . As thMe~effi:ls 
will not admit of being eitp:ofe.d,. to tb.: fire, the Indians, 
to fupply the defeCt, heat frones . red-hot and put t"em 
into the water, which .[oon.occafi6ns . it to bqi\; and by 
having a confiant fucceffionof hot fiones, they may con
tinue the proecfs as long as it is necelfary. This methOd 
of cooking, though very expeditious, is attended .,with 
one great evil: the viCtuals which ,are thus prepared .~rc 
full of fand; for the .{lones thu' heated; andtheri .im_ 
merged in the water, are not only1tabll::to lhiver to pi~s, 
but many of them being of acoarfc gritty nature, fall to 
a mafs of gravel in the kettle, which cannot be prevented . 
from mixing with the viCtuals which are boiled in it. Be
fides this, they have feveral o~~r'.'i~~thods · of·preparing 
their food, fuch as roafiingit bya itii,rig, broiling it, &c.; 

" .J •• ,.. . 

but thefe need no fartheI defc.riPtiol): 
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<i,"f~nd~:·,: .. .. '.~~~.fhred fmall and boiled with it. 
!!'~ 'IZ~.dert~' hi"; ~jih ~orc . palatable, they have a !lleth~~ 
of, ~,jWli' e bl09~ with the contents of the /lomach ID 

~~~J>!I.~;hi:1 j tfe!fJ and hanging it up in the heat and fmoke 
dt:.t~e .~.:, f()f 'lev-eral days; . which puts the whole mafs 
in~~ ' a. ~at~Pf ·fe\1Il~tati'on, and gives it fuch an agreeable 
aci.4 .. ~fte, that w~re it not for prejudice, it might be eaten: 
bf 'thOfe '~ho have the niccll: palates. I t is true, fome 
people 'with delicate Il:omachs would not be caul y perfuaded' 
ti> p'artake of- this dilb, efpecially if they faw it dre/led ; 
fOt. moWof the fat which is boiled .in it is firll: chewed by 
the'men and boys; in order to break the globules that con-

.I. ... . 

tiin 'dic:' Tat; by' which means it all boils out, and mixe; 
.~~h ~he proth :' . ~here,as, ifit were pennitte~remain as 
·it C!Une:5.from\: ~lie kalfe, it would /lill be in ' lumps, like 
fuet. To: do l\dHi:~, 'hOwever, . to their deanlinefs in this 
partie~lar ! .• l ) rrilft.'ooferve, that they are very careful that 
neither .olt ·,people' wit;/). bad teeth, nOr young children, 
have any hand ' ir p?eParing this dilb. ' At firft, I mull: 
acknowledge ' ~hai;f was rather lby in partaking of this 
mefs"bu~ ~/l~ I. ~~{~~ientlyc~nvinced of the truth 
.of t)ie,.:8bP'V~1~'AArW..\i,l:ino.:·longer ~ade any fcruple, but · 

i"'3:Y' .,thou~l1~ .. ~;i=f:~~ef:iigly :~()(l ., 

~(:h of r9~~}arge .. :ljlima.l.l.oe/i the deer 
th~J~liIiiatha~ border on Hu . n's Bay. 

.. ,th"e · ;,(j~r''feed on firie w14ite in s, the . . . . 

i 'l}<~~b IS fo' ·much. efteemed by 
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that I have often feent4em fit round a deli"" ~~ it . was 
killed, and eat it warm out of tJWPaunci).. . S,!mrri~r 
tte deer feed more coarfely, and therefore thi 'diih"if it 
defcrve that appellation, is then not fo much in favour. '. ' 

The young calves, fawns, b~"er, &c. taken out of 
the bemes of their mothers, are reckoned moft delicate 
fqod; and I am not the only Europ~n who heartily joins 
in pronouncing them the greatefl: dainties that can be eaten. 
Many gentlemen who have ferved with me at Churchill; 
as well as at York Fort, and the inland fettJemcnts, will 
readily agree with me in a!ferting, that no one who ever got 
the better of prejudice fa far a,s to taf1:e of thofc young ani~ 
mals, but ha*"mediate~y becomeexcelii;veIy fond of the,~; 
and the fame may be frud of young geere, ducks, &te. 10 
the {bell. In fact, it is almoft become a proverb in the 
Northern fettlements, that whoever, wj:ilic;sto .know what 
is good, mua live with ,the Ind.ilijI •• , 

The parts of .' aor neaft they kill, 
both male and '. :.tal:C·" by . the men ruld 
boys ; and though tnore P:~~;kllaJ1~~~'Ia;ly in the . ,n ~a!<:s, 
are general y very t()1;lg~l;'i~(' aJi'P"i~~i9W)U1y accOl101;1 
be cut wit an edge··toOl; i~ 

teeth, -and "hen , 
mall:icated it is . tlu·o~,n!. li;:lt" 

the Ind' n~ be,lieve fi!'l):Ily~: , 
part . them; it .' \1 r,o\Jlg,.Jli!o¥l: ,·i,l:li 
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, (uCCeJ$:inhunti9€:. that a woman crolling their huntin" 
, fkck at.' aJlj(ni"p;op~rperiod would have: The £1roe ill
/1lSWfs IS },ppofed alfo to attend them If a woman eat any 
A)f th!lfc g,frts. 

r( , ,. 

,'They :3:t~ alfo relDarkably fond of the womb of ,the 
bUJfalo; elk, deer, &c~' which they eagerly devour with
out walhing,or;any other praee[s but barely {hoking out 
thecontcnts. This, in [orne of the larger animals, and 

, cfp~cially w hen they a~e fame time gone with young, needs 
"DO defcription tcmake it fuffieiently difgufiing; and yet 
i have ,known fame in the Company's fcrvice remarkably 
fond of the difh, though I am' not one of the number. 
! -' . ' . " . ' • . 

The womb of the beaver and deer is well enough, bue 
that" of , tIie moore and ' buffalo is very .hil;~'l- and truly 
difguffing , 

Our 

• The'll'1dian:" method of .p~ring this unaccountable difh is by ,throwing 
the filthy bap; acrofs a pole direCtly over the fire) [he fmoke of which, they 
fay, much improves it, by taking off the original flavour; and when any 
cf it is to be cooked, a 1arge ftake, like as much tripe, is cut off and boiled 
(or.a , fe~ minutes.; but the many large nodes with which the in fide o( rhe 
womb is ftud~,Cd, ... lll8~.e. i[,aborpimi.,ble . . Thefe nodes are as incapable of being 
divd1:ed "of moitl:ul-e "asthe' ikiii· of:\ jive eel; but wnen boiledJ much re~ 
hmbie), both in 1haPe ':~n'd;: Coloor;' the yolk-of an eggJ and lJ,j"e fo called by 
"~' uitiv,es, arid ,as eagerly devoured by them. 
~':·,~., t,ri~. of .the ,bulF.iio is e~ce~dingly go~, 3.nd the Indian merhod of 
~~ i.d~pitdy fuperior ',[o :puiprat\:ifedin E urope. WI~ oppqrnmity 
",m 'peiiJ1:\,tf"'tQey Wanl it [oJeCab]yc~an in cold water. ftrip offAl. the honey
'.~.~'~ 1QCI :"~q 'boil'it about half,' or [hree~quart(rs of a~our: in\.that rime 

3'') 
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Our Northern Indians, ~ho trade at tb~l"aa:oryj i1,s, ~l 
as all the Copper tribe,pars thfir .y!lOle.Si:"~' , er· oK the 
barren grouhd, where they generally find pleny of d~. 
and in fome of the rivers and lakes, a great ab ndarice <)f 
fine hili. 

Their bows and arrows, though theirorigirialweapons; 
are, fince the introduCtion of £re-arms among them, be
come .of little \lfe, except in killing deer as they walk or 
run through a narrow pafs prepared for their reception, 
where feveral Indians lie concealed for' that purpofe. This 
method of hunting is only praCticable in Summer, and on 
the barren ground, where they have an extenlive profpeCt, 
and can fee the herds of deer at a great diftance, as well ' 
as difcover t~ft,nature of the count~y, and make every' ne-

.~.. . 

it is fufficiently done (or eating; and [h~ugh -rather tougher than what is pre
pared in England. yet is exceedingly pleafant to th.e: taile. ~a.ll4 ' muD: be much 
more nouri1hing than tripe that has been faked .and lCrubbed il) many hot 
waters, "and then boiled for ten or twelve hours • . 

The leITer ftomach. or, as fome calJ it, ,d~e . manY-folds •. either of buffalo, 
moore. or deer. are ufually cat raw, al)~ are very good; but that of rbJ: moofe, 
muefs great care be tak-en in wafuing it, is rather bitter, owing to the nature 
of their food. 

Th!' kidney,fo o( both moore 'and buffalo are' ufiialJy 'eae raw by th(" SouthC'rn~ 
Indian!> i for n~ fooner rs one of thofe ,beafis . killed, than;tge h~r rips '~p "itf 
bdiy, thrufis it his arm, filatches out the kidneys, and ~ts [hem wat m, be.',: 
fnrc the anim,l is quite. ~lead. l~llc:y flfa. at 'f:i~l~~ Hut : their ~ouths ~~ ~.~: 
wound the baV"has made, and fuck the blood,j wJ:u~h1h~ J~y quenches ·tnu·ft; 
omd is v("ry 1iouri1hi~g. . (: . . 

ccii!lrf . . ' -" ., ~ 
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celrary arrang;l!'.~r>t for driving them through the narrow 
doiiles. Th~s methocl of hunting is performed in the fol
lowing man,er : 

When the Indians fee a herd of deer, and intend to hunl 
them with bows and arrows, they obferve which way the 
wind blows, and always get to leeward, for fear of being 
fmdled by the deer. The next thing to which they at
tend, is to [earch for .a convenient place to conceal thofe who 
are appointed to Ihuot. This being done, a large bundle of 
fricks, like large ramrods, (which they carry with them the 
whole Slimmer fqr the purpofe,) arc ranged in two rank>, 
fo as to form the two fides of a very acute angle, and 
the fricks placed at the dilhnce of fifteen or twenty 
yards froni each other. When. thofe n~<ll£1rar,y_ arrange
ments are eomplet~, the women and boys feparale into 
two p'lfties, ~ go round On both fides, till they form a 
crefcent at the back of the deer, which are drove right 
forward; and as each of the fricks has a finall flag, or 
mare properly a pendant, faftened tq it, which is cafily 
wav~d to and fro by the wind, and a lump of mo[,l1:uck 
<m each of their tapa, the poor timorous deer, probably 
taking them for ranks. of people, .generally run llraight 
fu,rwar.d between the two ranges of fricks, rilJ} they get 
amQl'\g the Indians, who Ii!! concealed in . fmall circular 
feh~~ n,l~e with loofeftoties, mofs, &1' c. When the deer 
<tpprqa<1h -?Cry ncar, the Indians who are t~us concealed 
ftllft··u.1" and /hoot; but as the· deer generally pars alWlg at 

T t ~f'lJ! 
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[ull [peed, few Indians have time to fhBAt_~ore than on/: 
or two arrows, unlefs the 11erd be very large1 ' 

This method of hunting ' is not always at~nded with 
equal fucce[s; (or fometimes after the Indians have been 
at the trouble of making places of (helter, and arranging 
the flag-fiicks, &ie. the deer will make off another way, 
before the women and children can furround them. At 
other times I have feen eleven or twelve of them killed 
with one '-olley of arrows; and if any gun-men attend on 
thofe occaGons, they are always placed behind the other 
Indians, in order to pick up the deer that e[cape the bow
men. By thefe means I have feen upwaTds of twenty /ina 
deer killed at.... one broadGde, as it may be termed. 

Thougli the Northern Indians may be [aid to kill agrcac 
number of deer in this manner 'during the Summer, yet 
they have [0 far loft the art of (hooting with bows and 
arrows, that I never knew any of. them who could take 
thofe weapons 'only, and kill eithetdeer, moore, or buf
falo, in the common, wandering, and promifcuous method 
of hunting. The Southern Indians, though they have 
been much longer ufed to fire-arms, are far. more expert 
with the row arid arrow, their original weapons. 

The tents made ufe of by -thofe Indians, both in 'Sum'"' 
mer and Winser, are generally compafed of deerdlcins . in 
the }air; ~nd for conyenkace of carriage, are nlway~ 

made 
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'made in [mall~.~,ces, fddom cxcecdin[\ I,I'c buck-/kin s itt 
one piece. 'There tents, as 31fo their kc·t.tk :" and /(mll' 

other lumlfr, arc always carried by d<>s' , which '\cc 

trained to Ihat fervic{', and arc very docile and trachtbk. 
Tlrofe 3llunals are of various Jizes and colours, but alt of 
the fox and wolf breed, with {harp noCes, fult brufhy 
tails, and fharp ears ftanding erect. They arc of grc;t 
courage when attacked, and bite fa Il,arl', that the fn",Hell 
cur among them will keep fevcral of our b rgcft Engli!:, 
dogs at bay, if he can get up in a corner. Thefe dog, 
are equally wilting to haul in a fledgc, hut a, few of the 
men will be at the trouble of making fledges for them, 
the poor women are obliged to content themfelvcs with 
lefiening the bulk of their load, morc than the weight, 
by making the dogs carry thefe articles.Milly, "which aT(: 

always lifhed on their backs, much after the fame monnter 
as packs are, or u[ed formerly to be, on padc-horfcs. 

In tl1e fall of the year, and as the Winter advances, 
thofe people few the /kins of the deers legs together in 
.the ihape of long portmanteaus, which, when hauled on 
the fnow as . . the hair lies, are as Ilippery as an otter, and 
{ave them as temporary . /ledge I while on th~ barren 
,grounQ; but when .they arrive at any woods,) they thell 
.make proper t1edges, with thin boards of the Imdl-tree, 
~eJ¥:r.dIy j(nown in Hudfon's Day by the name of 

;Juniper .. . . 
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Thofe fledges are of variotls fizes, ' ~ding to the 
ihength of the pcrfons who are to haul them: fome I 
have feen were not Icfs than twelve or [ourtc\n fL'Ct lang, 
and fifteen or fix teen inches wide, but in g,neral they 
do not exceed eight or nine feet in length, and twelve 
or fourteen inches in breadth. 

The boards of which .tholefledges are cornpokd are not 
more than a quarter of an inch thick, and feldomexcecd 
five or fix inches in width; as broader would be very un
handy for the Indians to work, who .have no other tools 
than an ordinary knife, turned up a ~ittle at the point, 
fro111 which it acquires the na!))eof Bafe-hoth among the 
Northern Indians, but among the Southern tribes it is " . called Mo-co-I-eggan. The boards arc fewed together 
with thongs of parchmentdeer-ikin, :and feveral' cmfs bars 
of wood are fewed on the .upper 'fide, . wbich lewes both 
to firengthen the fledg\! and fec.pre the ground-la1hing, to 

which the load is always faftene9Q}' oth~ fmallcr: thongs, 
or firipes of leather •... T;he head .Qr~;;partof:the fledge 
is turned up fo a~ tof6rm' afemi-circle, of at leaft tif
teen or twenty ind~e.s diameter . .. This prevents -the car
riage from diving into ~ight fuo)!'; ' and .~nableB · ,it to ;il~ 

over the lftequalities and b.ard. :dti~:'9f f~ ;w~h; '* 
conftantly met with on th~ 9Jl~p!~i~f~~!1',gl'(JU,ndsi 
The trace or ' drliught-.line .t9-~#f~;~;."i~ It .~ 
fuing~ or. fli~ of lea,tl:J.~,- ~i;, (~,I,f;~,~ hel!il;~ \i~ 
the bIght is 'put ·1IC1"P(, ~dJ,o,~r1lf;\the;. 1JClI'(o~;wliOi 

·ha1.ll$' 
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hauls the 'fl<;c\.g<ir fo as to refl: againft the breatE This 
contrivance, though fo fimple, cannot be improved by the 
moll: ingeniqus collar-maker in the world~ , 

Their fnow-fhoes differ from all others made ure of in 
thofe parts; for though they are of the galley kind, that 
is, fharp-pOinted' before, yet they are always to be worn 
oil one foot, and cannot be fhifted from lide to fide, like 
other fnow~fllOes; for this reafon the inner-fide of the 
frames are a1moll: 11:raight, and the outer-fide has a very 
large [weep; The frames are generally made of birch
wood, and the netting is compofed of thongs of deer
/kin; but their mode of filling that compartment where 
the foot refts, is quite different from that ,!fed among the 
Southern Indians. 

Their clothing, which'chielry conlifts of deer /kins in the 
hair, makes them very fubjet\: to be loury; but that is fo . , 

farb-om being thought a difgrace, that the bell: among them 
amu[e themfdves with catching and eating thefe vermin; 
of which they are [0 fond, that the produce of a loufy head , 
or garment affords them not only pleaJing amufement, ,but a 
d~liciou. repan; ' Myddguide, Matonabbee, lYas [0 re
markably f¢1d Of thofe little vermin, that he frequently 
fetpve 'oi"fix of his tlrapping wives to work to loufc their 
hiiiiY\,~t-1kinfhifts, the produce of which being always 
~ ,toll6.dmble, he eagerly received with.botn hapds" 

, , , . 
~;',iiekt'd'lhem in as faft, and with as good a grace, as 

any 
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any European epicure would the mitts -UI<qtheefei" He 
often alfuroome that fuch amilfement was ' not only' 'Ve1-Y 

plealing, but" tbat the objeds of the fearch wer,e vcry gOod. 
for which I gave him credit; telling him at th,\ fame time, 
that ' though I endeavollred tonabituiite myfdftoevery 
other part" of their diet, yet as lwas· but a :fojourner 
among "them, I had no inclination 'to accultom myfdf to 
{uc-h daiT,tie' as' I ' coold't riot procure in (t-hat part ·of the 
world where I was moll: hldined to refide. 

The Southern Indians and EfquimaiJic are equally fond 
of thofe vermin, which are" fo deteftable 'in the eyes ·of an 
"Eu~opean; nay, the lattedu,ye ' many ather dainties of -a 
~milar kind; lor ,befide making"tlfe Mtrain-oil as a cordial 
nnd as rauee to their meat, I have frequently fcen them 
cat a whole handful of maggots that were produced in 

.tneilt by fly-blows. 'It -is their' foilfbuit eli·ltom to eat the 
·filth ·tliat comes .from ·the.-llOfe·; and when ·their nofes 
bleed by accident: tkey!d~fS'lick die' bl00d .meo ,their 
. .mouths, . and fWiillow:";'it; · · . 

The track of Iiind inhabited by fhe Northerillndia~Sis 
"Vfaycxt\!nfi~e, ' reaching frdOl thefiftY':'ilirtth .to the~ 
eighth. degre-e "of;,'Northlatiti'idc '; '<and ftom E'll'A·,lo,wdl: 
is upward of nvd}\lI'idrt!Am:iles Wi&:; ;: J(1,S.;bounded~y 
Ch~lr;;hiIl"Ri;;'erdif 'theSm'ith\· the'~k:6W~" 
Country on tlie:Wffi l ' tJ,:e.~i\ibhe&tiratCa per ~s 
,countJ'f .· ori,:tlie;'N6Wfifjjfd:;~FtMfOrl'sJlar~{b~., 

. . ' - '" ' ···· .. ""'1, 
"'~;p'c 
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The land tlm~ughout that whole track of country is fcarccIy 
any thing but one {Q!id maCs of rocks and fiones, and in 
JOoll parts very hilly, particularly to the Weft~ard, among 
the woods., The furface,it is:t>ery true, is in moll places 
GOvered with a thin fod of mofs, intermixed with the roots 
of ,the Wee-fa-ca~pucca, cranberries" and ,a few other in
lignificant Ihr,ubs and,herbage; but under it there is in ge

a total want of .{Qil" capable of producing any thing 
what is peculiar to the , climate. Some of the. 

m!ufr,es, indeed" produce feveral kinds of grafs, the growth 
ofwruch,is amazingly rapid;, but thi., i. dealt out with 
fo fparing a hand as to be barely fnfficient to ferve the, 
gecfe, fwans" and other birds of paffage, during their mi~ 
gtations in the Spring and Fall, while they ,rtmain in a, 
mool ting , flate., 

The many lakes.an4 riVers ,with which this part of the 
coantryabounds, though they do not, furnilh the natives' 
w~th wa/er~caR'iage, are yet of infinite ad vantage to them; , 
:!i, tbey affor<lgreat numbers of filh, both in SumOler and , 
Winter. ' The only (pedes caught in thofe parts are trour, 
tittaJ;n~g, {<i>I'" ti~komeg,) tench, two forts of.barole,(called, 
by,the SoudKr\lIndians Na-may-pith,) burbot, pike, and 
Iil,j'ewpe.tch. ,\ The fQur former are caught in all parts of 
thi~,tfl'Untry f as well the ,woody as the b:trren; but : the 
~¢;1at;Ipi.;lre, only caught ' to the Wellward, in filch lakes 
~.~(lvds~, ate firuated among ' the woods; and though 
r • . .pf :tlidii: " rivers lead to. ,the ,barren ground, yet the 

, . three" 
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three bll mentioned fpecies Df nth are , feldom caught 
beyond the edge of the woods, not CVCll in' the Sumnlcr 
fcafon. 

\ 

There is a blaik, hard, crumply moiS, that grows on 
the rocks and large frone. in thofe parts, which is of in
finite fervice to the natives, as it fometimes furnilhes them 
with a te~porary [u~llence, when no animal food 'iii 
be procured. This moiS, when boiled, turns to a gumilf 
conlifience, and is more clammy in the 'mouth than fago; 
it may, by adding eithcr mofs or water, be made to almoll: 
any confillence. It is fa palatable, that alLwllO talle it 
generally grow fond of it. It is remarkably 'good and 
pleafing when u[ed to thicken any kind of broth, but it 
is gellerally moll:' cileemed when boiled in nih. liquor, 

The only method praltited by~hofe ' people to catch 
filh either in Winter ,or Summer, is by angling and fet
ting nets; both of whicl!. meth~ is ',attmde,d ,with ~uch 
fuperftition, ceremony" and uOllecd1ary troOOle; bU,t I 
will endeavour to dcfcribe thcm ia as ,plain and brief II 
,a manner as polEble. 

Wh~n they milk<: ca, new nlhing-net, .which , ~, ~waY' 
<:om~fed ,.of fmall thongs cut fro~ r}l:w Ike!~/lcins, t~j!y 
'lake a ,number of rurds pill,s and£cet, ana"tie thenl, f ,~til ,e 
apart iJ;om Cj fhother" t(> the ,hC:ld,:~d Joot rope , o(~ 
net, and, at~thc foqf. \,QrA~fr~"~fa}:ly fallen foil¥' .0£ tltl:, 
toes and pws of the .otters and Jackalhcs. ,The birds feet 

and 
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and bills m~de ch'oice of on fuelt ocea[iolls are generally' 
thofe of the laughing goofe, wavey, (or white goofe,) 
gulls, loons, and black-heads ; and unl~[s fome or all 
of thefe be fafiened to the net, they will not attempt 
to put it into the water, as they firmly believe it would 
not catch a lingle fifh. 

A net thus accoutred is fit for fetting whme"cr oeeafion 
requires, and opportunity offers; but the lirlt fifh of 
whatever [pecies caught in it, are not to be fodden in the 
watcr, but broiled whole on the fire, and the flefh care
fully taken from the bones without dillocating one joint; 
after which the bones are laid on the fire at full length 
and burnt. A firi& ob[ervance of thcfe rules is fuppo[cd 
to be of the utmofi importance in . promoti1lg ~he future 
fua:e[s of the new net;, and a negleCt of thcm would 
r.ender it not wprth a farthing 

When they fifh in rivers, or narrow channels that join 
two lakes together, they could frequently, by tying two, 
three, or more ncts together, fpread over the whole breadth 
of the channel, and intercept every fizahle fifh that 
paffed ; but infiead of that, they fcatter the nets at a 
confiderable difiance from each other, from a fuperfii-

'They frequently fen new nets, which have not bern wet more than once 
-<or. -twic~. btcauJe they h:l.V(; not been fucc~fs(ul. Thofe nets, when foked in 
water, are eafily opened, and th~n make molt ex~ellent ~ecl :md toe netting 
for fuow·1hocs. ]n ge:neral it is f:lr fuperior to the nett,ing ClJt by the Southern 
Indian women, and' is not larger th:m common nct-twine:. 

Uu tious 
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tiom notion, that were they keptclofe together, one net 
would be jealous of its neighbour, and by that means not 
one of them would catch a lingle lilli. 

The methods ufed, and Ihialy obferved, when angling, 
are equally abfurd as . thofe I have mentioned; for when 
they bait a hook, a compolition of four, live, or fix ar
ticles, by way of charm, i, concealed under the bait, which 
is always fewed round the hook. In faa, the only bait 
ufed by thore people is in their opinion a compofition 
of charms, inclofcd within a bit of lilli-ikin, fo as in 
fome meafure to refemble a fmall filh. The things ufcd 
by way of charm, are bits of beavers tails and fat, otter's 
vents and teeth, mulk-rat's gUts an\! tails, loon's vents, 
fquirrel's · tcfiides, the cruddled milk taken out of the 
fiomach of fucking fawns and calves, · human hair, and 
numberleis other articles equally abfurd. 

Every maficr of a family, and indeed~mofl: every 6ther 
perfon, particularly the men, have a fmall bundle of fuch 
tralli, which they always; carry' with them, both in Sum~ 
mer and Winter; and without fome .of thofe articles :to 
put under their bait,· iCw: of them could be :PfCvaiie.:f 
upon to put a hook inrothe .~ater! being fully pei4t.!ded 
that they may aS ,well iitinthetent. as attempt .. to angle ; 
without fuch affiftance. . They have ·alfo a notiori ~ ;that; 
liili of the frupe fpecies inhabi~ng ' diffi:rent parts of the: ' 
country, are fond of.dijf~1e!ltthlJ1g~; , 'fo that almoa ~v#y 

. lake ' 
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lake, and 'river they arrive at, obliges them to alter the com· 
polition ' of the charm. The [arne rule is ot,fcrvcd Oil 

broiling the Iirl1: fruits of a new hook that is ufed for a 
new net; an old hook that has already been fueceisful 
in catching large Ii/h is efieemed of more value, th~n a 
handful of new ones which have never been'tried, 

Deer alfo, as well as liili, are very numerous in many 
parts of this country; particularly to the North of the 
fixtieth 'degree of latitude. Alpine hares arc in lome 
parts . - the barren ground pretty plentiful, where alfo 

• fome herds of mufk-oxcn arc to be met with; and to 
the Wel1:ward, among the woods, there are fome rabbits 
and partridges, With all thofe feeming [ourees of plenty, 
however, one half of the inhabitants, and p~rhaps thc 
other half alfc, are frequently in danger of being flarved 
to death, owing partly to their want of reeonomy; and 
mol1: of thefe fcenes of dil1:refs happen during their jour
nics to and from Prince of Wales's Fort, the only place at 
wbil;:)1 'they trade. 

' Whell Nqrthern,Indians are at the Fadory, they are 
,~ 'liable to Ikal any thing they think will be fervice
able;~articrtl~rly iron hoops, fmall bolts, {pikes, ear
p.eni~l" tools, and, in /hort, all [mall pieces of iron-work 
W!iidi th~y can turn to 'advantage, dlner for their own 
uv.;, Of fOl'·'.~e purpofe of trading with 'Cuch' of their 
Ii:~ntrymett ,as '(eldom vilit the Company's Settlement: 

among 

0 .. 
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among themfelves, however, the crime of theft is feldom 
heard of. 

When two parties of thofe Indians meet, the ceremonies 
which pafs betw~en them are quite different from thofe 
made ufe of. i;" Europe on fimilar occafions; for when 
they advance within twenty or thirty yards of each other, 
they make a full halt, and in general fit or lie down on 
the ground, and do not {peak for {orne minutes. At 
length one of them, generally an elderly man, if any be 
in company, breaks filence, by acquainting th. other 
party with every misfortune that has befullen him and his 
companions from the laft time they had feen or heard of 
each Dther; and alfo of all deaths and other calamities that 
have befallen any other Indians during the fame period, at 
leaft as many p,?,ticuiars as have come to his knowledge. 

When the firfthas, finifhed his oration, an00er~ged 
orator (if there be any) beIQ!lging~, d,1!: other party rc
lates, in like manner, aU the):>;td 'n~ws that h:I.~ come to 
his knowledge; and both partics nevet faiho plead po
verty and famine on ;al1 occa1ions.lf thofe 'or:ations ~i 
tain any news that in tbe le:Ul:affeCl: the ather p~f.tj;~ it m l6'( 
long before , fomc of thcinbegiil to figh andtotl" . a.tia'~ 
aftcr brcak out into a lou~ cry; whichisgea6 aUy' acqe;ih~ 
panied by moll: or the grown ,peTfoi1~ 'of'both; fexes i ~'aha: 

., ' , , - , , " 
fometimes it ~s common ta[c;e',tbeil:l:!aU;' m~, wo~ , .' ' ",' ,"' ,", -.~ ~ .... 
and childreniin one tinivcifall!ilWlt ·, The young girl~tln: 

, , ' particular, 



NORTHERN OCEAN. 

particular, are often very obliging on thofe occafions; for 1 
never remember to have feen a crying match (as I called 
it) but the greateft part of the company affified, although 
fome of them had no other reafon for it, but that of feein(T 
their companions do the fame. ' When the firfi tran[port~ 
of grief fubfide, they advance by degrees, and both parties 
mix with each other, the men always aff<¥:iatin(T with the . ~ 

men, and the women with the women. If they hal'e 
mly tobacco among .. them, the pipes are palled round 
pretty freely, and the conver[ation Coon becomes geneTa\. 
As they ate on their firA: meeting acquainted with all 
the bad news, they have by this time nothing left but 
good, which in general has fo far the predominance over the 
former, that in lefs than half an hour nothing but fmiles 
and cheer~ulnc[s are to be feen in every face; and if they 
be nor. reallyj n want, fmall prefents of provifions, am
munition, and other ~rticles, often take place; fomctimes 
~relyas a gift, but more frequently by way of trying 

. whe~Fr: they cannot get a greater prefent. 

Tgey,:~ave .but f~w diverfions j the chief is {hooting at 
,s, '.tna~:~~~ '~:d auow~ j and another out-door game, 
~alled .«.o~',o/Ajclrift fome meafufe refembles playing with 
~¥oitf; ' o'fily.it is dO)le .wlth !hort clubs, OlarP at .,pne end. 
(,r~ya!{() .. mufe.;th~mfelves ·aftimes with dancing, which 
~;}.pe~f<;lrmed in the night. It 'is remarkabie that 
;ihWipt~t tho)lgh a diftinCl: nation, hm'" never adopted 
.anvcmodc:'ki£ dancing of their ·own, or any lOngs to which 

tht'Y 
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they can dance; [0 that when; 'any thing of this kind, is 
"ttempted, which is but feldom, theyu1ways endeavour 
to imitate either the Dog-ribbed or Southern' Illdians, . but 
more commonly the former, as few of them are fufficiently 
acquainted either . .with the Southern Indian . language, or 
their manner of dancing. The DQg~ribbed method is not 
very difficult to learn, a. it only conlifis in lifting the feet 
~,ltcrnatcl}' from the ground' in a very quick fucceffion, 
and as high as pollible, withoutmovingrhe ;body, which 
fhould be kept quite fl:ill and motionlcfs;' the hands at the 
fame time being clofed, and held clore to the breafi, and 
the head inclining forward. rhis divedion is always per
formed quite naked, except the breech-cloth, and at times 
.that is alfo thrown off; and t~~ dancers, who feldom ex
ceed . three 'or four at a time, always lland clofe to ·the 
l1lulic. The mulic may, by firnining a point., be,called 
both vocal and inll:rumental. ,thougb"both .a~e. [uffi~iently 
humbk. .. The former , ii~lll,O~e,.'thall::a~q,!e~tTfpe~'" 
tion of the words. hee~ het:"~",,,:,4~;.~\~,!"~P" 'I'¥/lich, 
by a more or lefs f~eq~..,n~;j:~~~:,' dWelling .l6iiger:On 
one wO.rd and fhorter on.\aJ1,Otper;and . . '. 
the voice, produce. fomething,lilte .. a ,t~iiI 
fired effeel:. This is always, aq:6i1lp:i\J~diJ~y :~f ~iu!!il"C>S: 
tabor; alld fometimesa J. ~ilUt,; 
with a piece .of,ll. Iricd;J)ulfa1~ t~; 
oil-Balk, intq ,which 
which, when lb<JOk. 'aiXltlit, pr~~~r 
.to the drum; thOugh;, Ii. Otf,fotllo.w , 
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This mode 'bi'dimdng naked is performed only by the 
men ; for when the Women are ordered to dance, theyal
ways exhibit without the tent,to mufic which is played 
within it; and though their method of dancing is perfectly 
decent, yet it has ilill lefs meaning and action than that of 
the men: for a whole heap of them crowd together in a 
1haight line, and juH /hume themfdves a littk from right 
~left, and back again in the fame line, without liftin<> 

• . 0 

their feet from the ground; and when the mufic Hops, 
they ill give a little bend of the body and knee, {omewhat 
like an awk'Wardcurt(ey, and pronounce, in a little /hril! 
tone, h-e-e; h-o-o-o-e. 

Befide thefe diverlions, they have another fimple in
door game, which is that of taking a bit of wood, a 
button;' or any other -{mall thing, . and after /hifting it 
from hand to hand feveraFtirnes, a/king their antagoniH, 
which,hand it is in? When playing at this game, which 
only admits of tWo perfons, each of them have ten, fif
teeij,drtwenty frnall" chips of wood, like matches ; and 
wh~n·; ·.qri'e : of ·t;l:te ' playersguelfes right, he take, one of 
hi's;~ilht~·~:·:ftick.; and 'lays it ~o his own; and he that 
£f{f get~all theiHck~ · ftom the other in that manner, is 
4,idro. wiil'the game,. which is generally for a fingle load 

'()fzeo;wd~r and £hOt, an arrow, or fome other thing of 
;~!&rable value, . . ... 
~" ", . " ' _ v ·_ 

the Wi>riien never mix in any ·of · their dlvedions, not 
tveuindancilig; for when that is required of them, they 

always 
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always exhibit without the tent, as has Been already 'ob
ferved; nor arc they ~owed to 'be prefent at a feaA:. In~ ' 
deed, the whole courfe of their lives is one continued 
[cene of drudgery, 'Viz. carrying and hauling heavy loads, 
dreffing /kins for clothing, curing their provilions, and prac
tiling other necefi'ary domeA:ic duties which are required in 
a family, without enjoying the leaA: diverlion of any kind, 
or relaxation, on any occauon whatever; and except in 1jj)e 
execution of thofe homely duties, in which they arc al
ways in!hutted from their infancy, their {enfes {eem al
moil: as dull and frigid as the zone they inhabit. There 
arc indeed forne exceptions to be met with among them, 
alld I fuppofe it only requires indulgence and precept to 
m"ke fome,of them as lofty ~nd i\1folent as any women in 
the wor.ld •. . Though they wear <their hair at full length, 
and never tic it up, like the Southern Indians; and.though 
not one in fifty of them is .eva, .polfcfi'ed .of a combt yet 
by a wonderful dexterity of the lingers, andh g,,?d . ~cal 
of patience, they make /bift t9 fl,okc; it QUt' {o ast,"/it to 

. . ... .. ", . . " .. ",. . . '. 
leave two hairs entangled; )i.ii: ;when their heads ate in-
fefied with vermin, from whiCh vcc.y few of eithe~. {ex are 
free, they mutually aflift .each other inkeepirig .. ~ 
under. . ' . ,,'. 

. , " .. " . . .. ,. ." ... 
A .fcorbutic diforder, refemhling the:w.!»:!I;Aageo€ ;i:b¢ 

itch, confumptiojls, 'and fluxe~;ai'c~~tc1.li~f difOi4P»: 
The firA: ' of thefe, t~oughv~~~leiom~ : H,n~!# 
htlown to prove fatal; unlefs it QelllS00nipanied .w~th .~~ 
;n.ward complaint; bl!t thi: twp latter, with a few~i. 

···. derlt., 
'/ ',,' -,.' 
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dents, .carries off'sreat numbers of both fexes aud all ages : 
iri,deed few of them live to any great age, probably owillg 
to. thi: great fatigue they undergo from th~ir youth up, ill 
procuring a fubfUknce for themfeh'cs and their oflspr-ing . 

. Though the fcorbutic diforder above mentioned does 
appear to be infeaious, it is rare to fee one have it with
O1i t the whole tent's crew being more 0" lefs affcacd 
with it; ~~t this '!s by no means a proof of its being 
contagioJt I rather attribute it to the .cfrcas of fome 
bad water, .or the unwholefomenefs of fome filh they may 
catch in particular places, in the courfe of their wandering 
manner of life. Were it otherwifc, a flllgle family would 
in a iliort tfme communicate it to the whole tribe ; but, 
9D the c9ntrary, the difeafeis never known to fpread. In 
,\he YIl,),Ulge.r fort it always attacks the ha~ds and feet, 
D9t ~~ ' .cparing thi palms and Joles. Thofe of riper 
years generally. have it about the wrifts, infteps, and pof
teri<;>fs; ', and in the' latter particularly, the blotches, or 
boils .as ;mey may julHy be called, arC often as brge as the 
. ~.op .:<1t', a ,man's .rhumb. This difordcr moR frequently 
: hii>-'k~'~~i~earah~in the Summer, while the Indians 
aTr,oJt·'iiJitlit£~ ground;. and thoilgh it is by no 
~ineaI1S ittkOl$ed ,dangerous, yet it i~ fo obftih~te, as not to 

medic;ine. t~at.bas ever been applied to it \vhile 
j;<?~?,anf.s f(;tdoty." A'nd~s t1ie natives themfelvcs 

~;~l~e, \lfe ~f aDymedlci';es of their own ' pf'!paring, 
at\llri':~:';'a' l l!?n:e works the c'ure, · which. is n~~C;f ' petfonll.ed in 

lefs 
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lefs than twelve or eighteen months; and [omeof them are 
troubled with this difagreeable and loathfome di[order for 
years before they arc perfectly cured, and then a dark 
livid mark remains on thofe parts of the flcin which hav~ 
been affected, for many years afterwards, and in [orne 
during life. 

When any of the principal Northern Indians die, it is 
generally believed that they are conjured to deatj!" , either by 
[orne of their own countrymen, by fome of thl Southerll 
Indians, or by fome of the Efquimaux: too frequently 
the [ufpicion falls on the latter tribe, which is tlte grand 
reafon of their nev\:! being at p<;ace with thofe poor and 
d iftrelfedpeople. For fome " time paft, however, thofe 
£fquimaux who trade with ourllOopsat Knapp's Bay; 
Na\ICl's Bay; and Whale Cove; are in perfect peace and 
friendlhip with th~ Ncrthern Indians,. which .is entirely 
owing to the protedion tI!eyhavc for fcveral y~ paft're-' 

, ., ' ..... , ,. " ' " .' . ',," " ;, - , 

ceived from the Chiefs a~ :ihe ~O.f·6 ,F,1?ft, at',Ch~lI 
River". But thofe of" tha;t ]irii)e., who. "live fa " far totlte 

Northl 
~'. ' ~ .. . 

,. In the Summer of. I,,56: .. j1. ,~ ·of. ·N:~ri4~.['r1~~ ~r; jft t'~a4'~ 
Knapp'. Bay rill the floor h><J farird 04< o(~e:haib<!ur""he".i'!i:U "o" ,,tI!'e 
poor Efquimau~. ,ndkilled every foul, ,, ~i.' JoJpi )lea" Ihca iilN,!!'er 0( w. 
lio"p, and " lince Malkr of the :frilii'l' f.llIiht, ,, :"(~, aM "/Iis,, ,"CJ""" ~;,tht. 
gllns very plain, b"-, dill JlQ' know ch,o :'I'<..u.,&,"r,:~'lJ(~pill.<lleS:!,iii), 
mer following; Yi~n be IPUtI\\ the : fi\I'."~i~:~~ ~ X~ 
Ffquimaux, who h=ld '~~ ' .~_~~~fiilt~ .. " _ ,', : :.:~' · :'~~.~r.! , .~d.!ojt-~ 
oth.,. m[on bllt becaufe t"o, pno<:il"Hio~m ~.l~ h.d died, l,it~ 
l!Tt:ccd:ng Wimtr. ' 
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North, as .Dot to h'lVe any intercour[e with our ve.Jrels, very 
often fall a facrifice to the fury and fupcdlitioll of th'e 

Northcm 

~ No Efquimauz were fcen at Knapp's Bay tor (c veral years afrer ; and thofe 
who trade dler.e :l[ prcfcnt have undoubtedly been drawn fwm the Northward, 
fince the above unhappy t!'anfaltion ; for the convenien<;e of being nearer the 
woods, as well as being in the way of trading with the floo r that cal!s there 
annuaUy. Ie is td·· be hoped that the meafures taken by the Governors at 
Prince of \Vales's Fort of late rears. will efiettually prevent any fUl.:h cala 
mities happening in future , and by degrees be the means of bringiug 300U[ a 
l:Uting, friendly, and reciprocal interefi: between .. the two nations. 

Notwithft~ng the pacific and friendly terms which begin ro dawn between 
thofe two tribes at ' Knapp's Bay, Navt'l's Bay, and WNJe Cove, farther 
N orth hoftilicies continue, and moft barbarous murders are perpetrated! and 
the only protection the Efquimaux. have from the fury of thc:ir enemies. is their 
remote: fiwanon in the Winter, and dlcir refiding chiefly on iOands and ~nin· 
Culas in Summer_ which renders them lefs liable to IJt furprifed during that 
feafon. But even this fecluded Jife does nor prevent the NQrthern Indians 
fr~ haramng them greatly, and at times they are fo cla fdy pur[uei-.! as to be 
obliged to kaye maR: of tbtir goods and utenflls to be ddhoyed by their 
enemy j which muft be: a great 10fs, as thefe canrfOC be replaced but at the cx
pcnce of qlUch time and labour; and the want of them in the mean time mull 
create much di/lrefs -both [0 themfdvts and their families, as they can fddom 
procure any part of their livelihood without the affJftance of a confidc:rable 
apparatUS. 

, . , " 

" in 1756, the Efquimaux at Kna'pp's Bay lent two of thelr YOUt11S [ 0 P~jnce 
·of Wile,'s Fort" in the floop, and the Summer foJlowing they wert: c<lrried. 
back. to their friends, loaded witb prefents, and much , pltafed with the trl!at ... ' 
!Drnt they received"while at the Fan. In 176'], they again fc:nc one from 
Knapp's Bay and one from Whale Cove j and though during their /lay at the 
Fon {het .made a confidenble progrefs both in ,[he Southern Indian and the 
E.alI~ ~et," ye.ttho~e intcrcourftS" rave not been any ways ad\'3nt3gtolls 
I~. II!O ·C~mpany, ·by lncrelfing die ua~ from thaI quarter. In faCt, the only 

" X x 2 fatisfaCl:ion 
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Northern Indians; who are by 0() means a bold'"r \Varlikc 
people; nor can I think from e~perierce, thJ!.t fheyate par
ticularly guilty of coml,llitting adscof wanton cruelty on 
any other part of the human race. befide the Efquimaux, 
Their hearts, however, arc in general fa unfuCceptible of 
tendernefs, that they can view the deepefi di£l:refs in thofe 
who arc not irilIrlediately ielated to them, without the leafi 
emotion; not even half [0 much as the generality of man
kind feel for dIe . [ufferings of the mcandl of the brute 
creation. I have been preCent when one of them, imitating 
the groans, difiortcd f~atures, and contracted P9fition, of a , 

fatisfatlion they have found fOr the -great ~x-prnce they have [fOm time to rime 
incurred, by introducing thofe il:rangers, is) ·that through the goOd con:duCt of 
their upper fervants at ChurchiU,Rivet, they have at length fo far hl,imanized the 
hearts of ~olt! ,two tribes, that at pn:fenr they can meet each other in a friendly 
manner; wherr3s, a few years fince, whenever they mtt, each party preme_ 
ditated the de1truCtion of the other; and"what made their war more ,{hocking 
was, they never gave quarter :' fo that, the ,fl:rOZ1gC'ft party,. :1lways killed the 
weakcftJ without fParing either 'man, ' ~oiNlnJ or dli1d~ " 

It is but a few years agQ .t~~~~;4~~i ;~~!:,,~,ho an,~UA1ly;tc'arrjcd' th~m 
aU their wants, durO: not venture on fuof'e 'mlong' the Efquimaux unllrD;l~d, f~ 
(rar of being mu'tdered ; bur ·latterly ~hey are fo civjliz~d, (hat the CQrrf. 
p:my's fe ~vanrs vifit th('ir tents ,y.jt~ ,the , gre3tcft , fittdo,m. '~n_~~ '~;*~:~"~ 
aJway~ wdc?me, ~nd ~fi~d to ;ai~e' ~f ru~, p,roylfions ,as ·t,~~1 · ¥,~~1:~:;' a,~'~1 

. knOWing n"owour averfion (rom rr.un-a.J;. dft;y ta,~e cl't;ry :.Jl'leAl1i ' l!l:'1idtl 
power to conVince otlr"'people :tha.,r the,v,itlJuais ;~pi'~'(r 7Q,tl:11tm,;"~:'~,n'i!T 
free fmm. ie. Bu[ the JlljeUof ,\he,.ir If"~t i:~.l\>g.~!fli(l~' ~~;~pi] ' 
Hrre . IS [eate.ely letS offenfiv~ ·tha:D' G,tt:eolaOd .'POtJt:',~:.~~,r, I, h~.~l:;! 
boeh filh and vtiMorl toOkedilf ihdinlti'1O ~~"i~rtba"l"~~~~' 
lilhed them v~ry m~h.(/la iiIiiialttil"i>l' ditii\7~"~iip)itii~ .. .. - ., 

" .' ".i:',.~~~. 
". ' ' <}/'~-
-", ' ';, 
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irian w'h'b 'hail died' in the moll excruciating pain"put thc 
whole company, except myfelf, iota the moft violent fit 
of l:tughtcr ' , 

The Norther'o Tndians never bury their dead, ' but al
ways If'ave the bodies where they die, [0 that they are fup
pofed to be devoured by beafts and birds of prey; for 
which reafon they will not eat .foxes, wolves, ravens, &c. 
unlefs it be through merc needlit}" 

, 

The death of a near relation affccts them fo fenlibly, 
that , they rend all their cloths from their backs, and go 
naked, till fortlc perlons lefs afRicted relieve them. After 
the death of a father, mother, hulband, wife, fon, or 
brother, they mourn, as it may be called, fur 'a whole 

, " ' " ';0, • 

year, which ,they meaiure by the moons and fcafons. 
Thofe mournful periods ate' I)ot diftinguilhed by any par
ticular drefs, c~cept that of cutting off the hair; and 
the cercn'lOny conlifts in almon perpetuaIly crying. , Even' 
\vh~nwa1king, ,' as wdl 'us at all other interl-ds from fleep, 

.)~~ ', , ' , 

, ~:itiilg'; '. ~nd cOllverr.1tionJ they make an odd howling 
~~ilE;" ()l~e~, rep~'ting ' tlie " relation1hip , of the deceafed . 
.. ji~t)~~ , tbis' 'is, in ' a great mcalu\'C IfIere torm and cullom, 
;.,<''' ','' ';r"~ , . -, ' 
.(op\"tbf .iherri 'have am~thod of foftelling the harlhnefs of 
th¥cl,i6~M; · iildbri,nging them out in a more muGcal tone 
t$~$i!\(i)1 ~hichjhey fi~g their fongs . . When they reflect 
f~roil1.IfbQ ,th~ lo[s of a good friend, however, . ~t has 
~11ii9 ·:an e£FeB: on 'them for the prefcnt, that tltey gIve an 

uncommon 
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,uncommon loofe to their grief. At thofe times they 
[cern to fympathife (through cullom) with each other', 
affiiCtioJls (0 much, th;!t J have often feen feveral fcores 
of them crying in concert, when at the fame time not 
above half a dozen of them had any more reafon for fo 
doing than I had, unlefs it was to preferve the old cullom, 
and keep the others in countenance. The women are re
markahly obliging on fuch occafions; and as no relhic
tion is laid on ,them, they may with truth be faid to cry 
with all their might and main; but in common converfa
tion they are obliged to be very moderate. 

They have a tradition among them, th~t the hill per
[on upon earth was a woman, who, after having been 
fame time alone, in her refearches for berries, 'which 
was then ' her only food, found an animal like a dog, 
which followed her to the cave where lhe lived, and foon 
grew fond and domeftic. This dog, they fay, had the 
art of transforming itfelf into , the /bape of a handfome 
young man, which it frequently 4i4 at night, but as the 
day approached, always refume9 its former ihape; fo 
that the woman looked on all that pafi'ed on thofe ~~' 
fions as dreams and de.lufions. There tran[qrmations'~: 

4."~". . 

foon produCtive of ,the confcquences whie4 at~t' 
generally follow fuch int~te e~nexiolii , tiet'I1reen the' 
two fexes, ~nd the moth~of tht(W#rI~~.began ,tj) ':ad~ 
vance in, her preg~cy~ 

" Not 
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Not long after this happened, a man of fuch a furp~ifing 
height that his head reached up to the clouds, came to 
levi:! the land, which at that time was a very rude mafs ; 
and after he had done ~his, by the help of his walking-

, Rick he marked out all the lakes, ponds, and rivers, and 
immediately cau[ed them to be lilled with water. He 
then took the dog, and tore it to pieces; the guts he threw 
into the lakes and rivers, commanding them to become 
the different kinds of hlh; the flelh he difperfed over 
the land, commanding it to become different kinds of 
bealls and land-animals; the /kin he alfo tore in fmall 
pieces, and threw it into the air, commanding it to become 
at} kind. of birds; after which he gave the woman and 
her offspring full power [0 kill, eat, and never .f p~re, for 
that he had cpmmanded them to multiply for' her ufe 
in abundance~ . After this injunCtion, he returned to 
the "plare whence ' he came,. and· has not been heard of 
lince • . 

REq'<;.IOIf ~as flot:, yet begun. to dav:n among the 
)lortMrp · lnd,ans ; i· for.· though thm conjurors do 1Il

~c:.F4,,ii~g.fojj:g .. ;arid make' long fpee>:hes, to fome beaRs 
ilJCi A~~~s ' qf prey, as · alfo to imaginary beings, which 
th~., f~ya1Iie: them in performing cures on the lick, . 
YClj:hS!", a,s well as .theircredulolls neighbours, arc ut- · 
tuly; .ttite of every idea of praCtical reli&i~n. . It is 
ttu~'fome of them will reprimand their y'0uth f<>r talking 

. . ili~ 
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dli~e'8:(uUy< fIf. pa<,ticular !>~9 and birds; ,llUtjt is 
.done·.with :fi> little energy, as to be often retorted · back' 
in d~ri/ion. Neither is tljis, nor their cuftom,of Qat kill

.lng wolve&. and quiquehatches, ,."':l!vcrfally obferve<J, and 
thoCe who do it C¥, only qe .vlewed with more pity and 
contempt than the others; for I always found it ' arofe 
{llerely from .the gre~ter degree of confidence which they 
had. ,4l'thc}ypa:natural p<;>wcr of .their conjurors, which 
induced them to believe, that talking lightly or difrefpeCt
fully of any thing they [eomed to approve, would mate
rially affeCt. their health and happinefs in this world: and 
I never found any of them that had the leafi idea of fu
turity. Matonabbee, without one exception., was a man, 
of as clear ideas i.n other matters as any t'hat .I evet faw: 
he wa~ . not only a perfeCt !Dafter of the Southern 'Indian 
language, and theit belief, but could tell :i better /lory of 
our Saviou,'s birth and life, than onc" half of~ho[e who 
call tl>emfelves <A\ri$ans ·; . yet he al~ays decl\,red to me, 
that neither he, nQ(,~ny of his .countr}'1».en, Frad a;' idea of 
a future fiate. Th~gh .he, hadbee~. taught to look 011 

things of this kind as ",fdds, !!:.is .own gO,?d (ente.ha.1 
taught him to ?e ~ advoca~e for ul)i~p:fal t?I~f:1~po~;~~ ;)Jld 
I have feeo him teveral times a.ffift at fome of, tl)¢' mati . .' . , . ,~. . .: .00-..• ,.f: . 

facre? rites perfo'1l}cd b~ .tp.c Sout~~n. ~ndi~n!" ap!'~e..1.ltly; 
with as much ,ze'll, ,a,s .If. he h.dgIYcll.lJ,S, much credl! to 
them as they di.d: :104 VYitb. t~e/#~e'lfbe~tytbf fend: 
mmt hewoul<,\, . I am .pcrfuaded, ;h~ve a/[illcd aqhe altar 

of 
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of a'~hri1l~ church, or in a Jewilh fynagogue; ilOt with 
a view to reap any advantage himfelf, but merely;" as he 
obferveCl, to affift others who believed in fuch ceremonies. . . ~ 

Being thusdefiitute of all religious control, thefe people 
have, to'ufe Matonabbec's 'own words, " nothing tq" do but 
" confult their 0:-vn interefi, inclinations, and paffions; and 
" to pafs through this world with as much eafe and cone -
" tentment as poffible, without any hopes of reward, or 
" painful fear of punilhment, in the next." In this flate 
of mind they are, when in profperity, the happieft of 
mortals; for no~ing but perfonal or family calamities can 
difturb their tnui.quillity, while misfortunes of the lelfer 
kind lit light on them. Lh<e moll: other uncivilized 
people, they bear bodily pain with great fortitude, though 
in that refpeCl I cannot think them equal to the'Southern 
Indians. ' 

Old age is the greatefi calamity that can befal a North. 
ero Indian'; for when he is paft labour, he isnegleClcd, and 
treated with great difrefpeCl, even by his own children, , . 
They not only ferve him laft at meals, but generally give 
him the -coarfefi and worll: of the viCluals: and, fuch 
of th~ fidn~ as they do not ' ch~fe ttl wear, are made 
up ~'in the c1umlieft manner into clothing for their aged 
parenti; who, as they had; in all probability, treated 
their fatheu and motil'crs _ with the farne negleCl, ill 

_ their 
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their turns, fubmitted patiently to their lot, even'with
out a murmur, knowing it to be the common misfOr
tune atteridaont 011 old age; fo that they may be faid to 
wait patieni:1y for the melancholy hour when, being no 
longer capable ·of walking; they are to be left alone, to 
fiarve, !lind perilh for Want. This, however Jbocking and 
unnatural it may appear, is' neverthelefs fo common, that, 
among thofe peOple, one half at leaft of the .aged per Cons 
of both fexcs 'abfolutely didn this ·miCerable condition. 

The Northern Indians call theAuroraBoreali's, Ed-thin; 
that is, Deer *: and ' when that meteOr' is very bright, 
they fay that deer is plenliful in that part of thc'atmo
fphere; but they have neVer yet extended their ideas fo 
far as to .entertainhopesof tafiing thofe celefiial ·animals. 

Befide this filly notion, they are very fuperftitious with 
refpelt to the exifience of feveral kinds of fairies, called by 
them Nant-e"na, whom they frequently lay they [e",and 
who nrc fuppofed by them toinhabiHhe different elements 

Their ideas in this refpeCl: are rounded on a principle 001' would noe. 
imagioc. Experience has fhewn them, chac whC'n a hairy dcer*ikin is bd,fk.ly
flroked with the hand i,.'l a da~k n~ht) it will emit 'many rJ?Uk:.s orelelhical.'1 
fire, as the back of a cat will •. The idea which the -Southern" Jridillns have .of " 
this ~t:teor i~ eq,ually romiln~, though ' ~I'e" pleafUlg~' ~i they. believe it~ 'to be' 
the lpirits oJ their departed friends .dancing lQ the-clouds,; , ,~d'1Vh~n the dllrora ' 
iJ~r {'(!b; is remarkably bright, at which ti~thcy vary.iimU in colour, form, . 
.;ond l:tuation .• theY,1ay, tht:ir decc.'akd fr.ierids' are ...tc_~ rr:tttrr •. 

of 
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,of earth, fea, and' aii, according to their fcveral qualities. 
To one or other of thofc fairies they ufually attribute any 
change in t~eir circumllances, either for the better or worfe; 
and a~ they are led into this way of thinking entirely by 
the art of the conjurors, there is no fuch thing as any ge
neral mode of belief; for thofe jugglers differ fo much from ' 
each other in their accounts .of thefe beings, that thole who 
believe any thing they fay, have little to do but change their 
opinions according to the will and caprice of the conjuror, 
who is almoll daily relating fome' new whim, '" extraor
dinary event, which, he (ays, has been revealed to him in a 
dream, or by (ome of his favourite fairies, when 011 a.IlUrit-
iag eXcurfioll. ' 

Y Y z Soma 
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&me Account of MATONABBEE, and of the eflJin;m StrV;ce!· 
. • vhich he rendered' to his Country, as. well as to the 
Httdfo1:' s Bay Company. 

MATONA~1lEE was the fan ~f a Nort/lern Indian by a llave 
woman, who was formerly hought from fome Southern In. 
dians who came to Prin~e of, Wales's Fort with furrs, &Te. 
This match was made by Mr. Richard Norton, then Go
vernor, who detained them at and near the Fort, for the 
'fame purpofe as he did thofe Indians called Home-guard. As 
to Matonabbee's real age, it is impoffible to be particular; 
for the nl.tives of thofe parts being utterly unacquainted 
with letters, or the ufe of hieroglyphics, though t.l,eir 
memories are not lefs retentive than thofe of other nations. 
cannot preferve and tranfmit to pofteri'ty the exad time 
when any particular event happens. Indeed, the utJ,noll: 
extent of th:ir .chronology reaches no farther, than to fay. 
My fan, or my daughter, was born in fuch a ·Govornor's. 
time, andfllch an,e':ent happened during [uch a: per_. 
fan's life-time (though'; ;1>hhaps, heodhehas been dead . . ~ , . 
many years). " However, acci>rdi?g · to '",~rilnce, 'and, 
fome corroborating 'circuml1:ances; ' M~J?ee was bam, 
about the year one thoufand feven hu~·and thirtr-{u:, .. 
or one thoufa',ld feven hundred and thirty-feven.; and his. 
father dying while he was young, ilk Governor took the 

boy,. 
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boy,"\nd, according to . the Indian cuftom, adopted him 
as his fon. 

Soon after the death of Matonabhee'sfather, Mr. Norton 
went to England, and as the boy did not experience from 
his fuceclfor the fame tcgard and attention which he had 
been accuftomed to receive from Mr. Norton, he was foon 
taken from the FaCtory by fome of his father's relations, and 
continued with the Northern Indians till Mr. Ferdinand 
Jacobs fucceeded to the command of Prince of Wales's Fort,. 
in the year one thoufand fevenhundred and fifty-two; when 
out of regard to old Mr. Norton, (who was then dead,) 
Mr. Jacobs took the firft opportunity that oH'ered to detain. 
Matonabbee at the FaCtory, where he was for feveral years 
employed in the hunting-femce with fome ofphe Com
pany's fervants, particulaHy with the late Mr. Mofes Nor
ton·, ([on of the late Governor,) and Mr. Magnus John
ftont· 

. In the cour[e of his long fiay at and n~_th.e Fort, it i. 
no wonder that he. fhould have become perfeCt mafier of 
the Southern Indian l~guage, and made fome progrefs in 
the Englifh.. It was during this',period, that he gained 
a knowledge of the ChriLlian faith; and he always de
clared, ,tila,t it WJls toodt:ep and ingicate for his comprc
Jlenfio~ ': Though he was a perf, Ct bigot with refpeCt to 

~,,: ' r o .... :;,; 

Af~. Governor. 
i ' .. 

t M.tller of the Chun:hill lloop, 
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the arts and trick~ of Indian jugglers, y~t he could lSy no 
'mean's be impre/ICd with, a belief of any part of our reli
gion, nor of the religion of the Southern Indians, who 
have as firm a belief in a future fiate as any people under 
the Sun. He had fo much natural good' (en(e and libe
ralityof fentiment, however, as not to think that he had 
a right to ridicu!eaily p}\rtieular feel: on 'account of their 
religious opiniollO. 0" the cpntrary, he declared, that he 
held them all equally in efteem, but was determined, as 
he came into the world, fo he would go out of it, without 
profefling any religion at all. Notwithftanding his averfion 
from religion, I have met with few Chrifiians who pof
[eifed' more good moral qualities, or fewer bas ones. 

It is im'l'oflible forany man to have been more punel:ual 
in the, performance of a promi(e than he was; his fcrupulous 
adherence to truth and honefty would have done honour 
to ' the mofi enlightened and devout Chrifiian, .while his 
benevolence and uniyerfal humanity to all the human 
race·, aCmm,\llg. to his abilities ,and manner of life, could 

not 

• I muft . here obfervc, that -.when we went to war with [he Efquimaux at 
the Coppa River in July J771. it was by no means his prdpOfal: on the 
.contrary, he was (orct!d jnto it by his countrymeD.. ·For · I have heard him 

~ 

fay, that wh~n he:: firil vifitcd that rive.r •. in c.o.mpany with ' .J ~dot·l.e .au , 

th~y mct with fevcrat Efquiriu.\txi and fo far from kil~9g ·th~mJ w~re \"\.:ty 
friendly to tht'm. ·and-made ·thein fm~ll ·prdcn~ of ·ft¥#~des as (h.e)' could 
1)ell: (pate, ah~ that ·would be of ·0100: life to t~·C'~ . . I~ .~~ ·:"1ore tha.n pro~.ablc 
that the two bitlJ of .1rop "found. ~o~ the; p!tJ..IlCier . ~ile I was :t:h(!tc, w~re 
pare of .thole prefc.ntL . There wert. a1(o'·. , ft.w long'bc'ads fouBd among thofe 

, people. 


