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Englith and Indians. It builds its ‘neft in trees, exadly
like that of the blackbird and thruth; lays four blue

cggs, but feldom brings more than threc young ones,

I know of only one fort.of Woop-pecker that frequents
the remote Northern parts of Hudfon’s Bay; and this is dif-
tinguithed by Mr. Pennant by the name of the Golden
Winged Bird; ‘but to the Squth Weit that beautiful {pecics of
Wood-pecker with a icarlet Crowa, is very frequent, The
manner of life of this fpccxes is *;ly alike, always build-
ing their ncfts in holes in trees, and feeding on worms
and infecs. They generally have from four to fix young
at a time. They are faid to be very. deftructive to fruit-
trees that are raifed in gardens in the more Sbuthern parts
of America; but the want of ‘thofe luxuries in Hudfon’s
Bay renders thém very harmlefs and inoffenfive birds. The
red feathers of the Jarger {ort, which frequent the interior
and Southern parts of., the Bay, are much valucd by fome
of -the Indians, who orpament their pipe-ftems with them,
and at times ufe them as; ornaments fo their children’s
clothing. Neither of the twa fpﬂcms herc mtntloncd ever
m:bral:c, but are conﬁant mhabttants af the dlﬁcrcnt cli-
mates in which they are fouad.

T hcre are fcvcral {pecies of Gaovsz in the d:ﬂ'erent
parts of Hudfon’s Bay 3 but two of' thc Iar eft, and’ one
of them the moft beautiful, never reach Ib far North
a8
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as the latitude 50°: but as I have feen them in great
plenty near Cumberland Houfe, I fhall take the liberty
to defcribe them.

The Rurrep Grouse. This is the moft beautiful of gf“‘h!
"UORLIC,

all that are claffed under that name. They are of a déli-
catc brown, prettily variegated with black and whitc:
tail large and long, like that of a hawk, which is ufually
of an orange-colour, beautifully barred with black, cho-
colate, and white; and'the tail is frequently expanded
like a fan.  To add to their beauty, they have a ruff of
glofly black feathers, richly tinged with purple round the
neck, which they can ere& at pleafure: this they fre-
quently do, but more particularly fo when they fpread
their long tail, which gives them a noble appearance. In
fize they exceed a partridge, but are inferior to'a pheafant.
In Winter they are ufually found ‘perched on the branches
of the pine-trees ; and in that feafon are fo tame as to be
cafily approached, and of courfe readily fhot. *

They always make their nefts on the ground, generally
at the root of a tree, and lay to the number of twelve or
fourteen eggs.  In fome of the Southern parts of America
feveral attempts have been made fo tame thofe beautitul
birds, by taking their cggs and hatching them under do-
meftic hens, but it was never crowned with fuccefs ; for
when but a few days old, they always make their cfcape
into the woods, where they ‘probably pick up a fubfift-
" Their flefh is delicately white and firm, and

though
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though they are feldom fat, they are. always good eating, -
and are generally eftemed beft when larded and roaﬁcd or
niccly boiled with a bit of bacon.

There is fomething very remarkable in thofe birds, and
1 believe peculiar to themfelves, which is that of clap-
ping their wings with fuch a force, that at half a mile
diftance it refembles thunder. I have frequently heard
them make that noife near Cumberland Houfe in the
month of May, but it was always beforc Sun-rile, and
a little after Sun-fet. It is faid by Mr. Barton and
Le Hontan, that they never clap in this manner but in
the Spring and Fall, and I muft acknowledge that T never
heard them in Winter, though I have killed many of
them in that feafon. The Indians informed me they never
make that noife but when feeding, which is very probable ;
for it is notorioufly known that all the fpecies of Groufe
feed very early in the mornings, and late in the afternoons.
'This {pecies is‘called by fome of the Indians bordering on
Hudfon’s Bay, Pus-pus-kee, and by others Pm-pus—cuc

Suare-1210LED GRrOUSE, or, as they are called in Hud-
fon's Bay, Pheafant. Thofe birds are always found in the
Southern parts of the Bay, are very plentiful in the inte-
rior parts of the country, and in fome Winters a few of
them are fhot at York Fort, byt never rcach fo far North as
Churchill.  In colour they are not very unlike that of the
Englith hen pheafant; but the tail is fhort and pomtcd
Jike that. of the common duck ; 'and there is no perceiv-

able
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able difference in plumage between the male and femaic,
When full-grown, and in good condition, they irequently
wcigh two pounds, and though the fleth is durk, yer i
is juicy, and always (.ﬁLC]'llLd good eating, particy :L.:!_y‘
when larded and roafted.  In Summer they ut.d on berrics,
and in Winter on the tops of the dwarl birch and the buds
of the poplar. In the Fall they arc tolerabiy tame, but
m the fevere cold more fhy 5 frequently perch on the tops
of the higheft poplars, out of moderate gun-fhot, and
will not {uffer a near approach.  They fometimes, when
difturbed in this fitvation, dive into the fnow ; but the
{fportiman is equally baulked in his expcétations, as they
force their way fo faft under it as to raife flight many yards
diftant from’ the place they entered, and very frequently
in a different direé&ion to that from which the {portfman
expeéts #. They, like the other fpecies of: groude, make
their nefts on the ground, and‘lay from ten to thirtcen
eggs. Like the Ruffed Groufe, they are not to be tamed,
as many trials have been made at York Fort, but without
fuccefs ; for though they ncver made their cfcape, yet lhc}r
always died, probably for thie want of proper foad; ior
the hens that hatched them were cqually fond of theni, as
they could poflibly have been ]1.1(1 they been the produce
of their own eggs. This fp‘.ucq of Groufe 1s called by

the Southern Indians Aw-Kis-cow.

This I afert from my own expeiicice when ot Comberland Houfe,

3G The
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The Woop ParrTripees have acquired that mame in
Hudfon’s Bay from their always frequenting the forefts
of pines and fir; and in Winter feeding on the brufh of
thofe trees, though they are fondeft of the latter. This
fpecies of Groufe is inferior in fize and beauty to the
Ruffed, yet may be called a handfome bird ; the plumage
being of a handfome brown, elegantly fpotted with white
and black. The tail is long, and tipped with orange; and
the legs are warmly covered with fhort feathers, but the
feet are naked. They are generally in the extreme with
refpect to fhynefs ; fometimes not fuffering a man to come
within two gun-fhots, and at others {o.tame that the
fportfman may kill five or fix out of ene tree without
thifting his ftation. They are faen in fome years in con-
fiderable numbers near York Fort.  They are very {carce at
Churchill,  though numerous in the interior parts, parti-
cularly on the berders of the Athapufcow Indians country,
where I have {feen my Indian companions kill many of them
with blunt-headed arrows. In Winter their flefh is
black, hard, and bitter, probably owing to the refinous
quality of their food during that feafon ; but this is not
obferved in the rabbits, though ‘they feed exadtly in the
fame manner in Winter; on the contrary, their -flefh is
efteemed more delicate than that of the Englith rabbis.
The Southern Indians call this fpecies of Partridge, Miftick-~
a-pethow 3 and the Northern Indians call it, Day.

The
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The WiLLow Parrtripces have a ftrong black bill, with Willow

fcarlet eye-brows, very large and beautiful in the xmlc, but
lefs confp:cuous in the female. In Summer they are brown,
clegantly barred and mottled with orange, white, and
black ; and at that feafon the males are very proud and
handfome, but the females are lefs beautiful, being of one
univerfal brewn.  As the Fall advances they change to a
delicate white, except fourteen black feathers in the tail,
which are alfo-tipped with white; and their legsand feet,
quite down to the nails, are warmly covered with feathers.
In the latter end of September and beginning of O&ober
they gather in flocks of fome hundreds, and proceed from
the open plains and barren grounds, (where they ufually
breed,) to the woods and bruth-willows, where they hord
together in a fate of {ociety, till difperfed by their com-
mon cnemies, the hawks, or hunters, They are by far the
moft numerous of any ef the Grolifc fpecies that are found
in Hudfon’s Bay; and in fome places, when permitted to
remain undifturbed for a confiderable time, their nurber
is frequently fo great, as almoft to exceed credibility. I
fhall by no means exceed truth, if I affert that I hmw feen
upward of four hundred in one flock near Churchill River;
but the greateft number I ever faw was on the North fide
of Port Nelfen River, when returning with a packet in
‘March onc thoufand feven hundred and fixty-cight: at
.ghat time I faw thoufands flying to the North, uml the
whole furface of the fnow feemed to be in,motion by thofc
that’ were feeding on the tops of the fhort willows.  Sir
3G 2 Thomas

Par e



41

A JOURNEY TO THE

Thomas Button mentions, that when he wintered in Port
Nelfon River in one thoufand fix hundred and' twelve,
his crew killed eightcen hundred dozen of thofe birds,
which I have no reafon to doubt; and Mr. Jeremie, for-
merly Governor at York Fort, when that place was in the
pofleflion of the French, and then called Fort Bourbon,
afferts, that he and feventy-nine others eat no lefs than
ninety thoufand partridges and twenty-five thoufand hares
in the courfe of one Winter; which, confidering the
quantity of venifon, geefe, ducks, &¢. enumerated in his
account, that were killed that year, makes the number fo
great, that it is fcarcely poflible to conceive what eighty
men could do with them; for on calculation, ninety thou-
fand partridges and twenty-five thoufand hares divided by
eighty, amounts to no lefs than one thoufand one hundred
and twenty-five partridges, and three hundred and twelve
hares per man. This is by far toe great a quantity, par-
ticularly when"it is confidered that neither partridges nor
hares are ih feafon, or can be procured in any- numbers,
more than feven mopths in the year. . Forty thoufand par-
tridges and five thoufand hares would, I think, be much
nearer the truth, and will be found, on calculation, to be
ample provifion for eighty men for feven months, exclufive
of any change. The common weight of thefe birds is
from eighteen to twenty-two ounces when firft killedy
there are fome few that are nearly that weight when
fit for the {pit, .but they are fo {carce as by no means to
ferve as a frandard 5 and as they always hord with the com-

nion
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mon fize, there is no room to fufpe@ them of another
{pecies.” Asall thofe over-grown partridges are notorioufly
known to be males, it is more than probable that they arc
imperfect, and grow large and fat like capons ; and every
one that has had an opportunity of tafting thofe large
partridges, will readily allow that they excel the common
fort as much in flavour as they do in fize. It is remarked
in thofe birds, as well as the Rock Partridge, that they arc
provided with additional clothing, as it may be called;
for every feather, from the largeft to the fmalleft, except
the quills and tail, are all double. The under-feather is
foft and downy, fhooting from the fhaft of the larger;
and is wonderfully adapted to their fituation, as they not
onlv brave the coldeft Winters, but the {pecies now under
- confideration always burrow under the fnow at nights, and
at day-light come forth to feed. In Winter they arc al-
ways found to frequent the banks of rivers and crecks,
the fides of lakes and pond‘: and the plains which abound
with dwarf willows ; for it is on the buds and tops of that
tree they always feed during the Winter. In Summer they
eat berries and fmall herbage. Their food in Winter being
fo dry and harfh, makes it neceflary for them to fwallow
a confiderable quantity of gravel to promote digeftion ;
but the great depth of fnow renders it very {carce during
that feafon. The Indians havmg confidered this point,
invented the method now in ufe among the Engli(h, of
catching them in nets by means of that fimple allurement,
a hedp of gravel. The nets for this purpofe are from eight
to

413
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to twelve feet {quare, and are ftretched in a frame of
wood, -and ufually fet on the ice of rivers, crecks,' ponds,
and lakes, about one hundred yards from the willows,
but in {fome fituations not half that diftance. Under the
center of the net a heap of {now is thrown up to the fize
of one or two buthels, and when well packed is covered
with gravel. To fet the nets, when thus prepared, re-
quires no other trouble than lifting up one fide of the
frame, and fupporting it with two fmall props, about four
feet long : a line is faftened to thofe props, and the other
end being conveyed to the neighbouring willows, is always
fo contrived that a man can get to it without being {een
by the birds under the net. When every thing is thus
prepared, the hunters have nothing to do but go into the
adjacent willows and woods, and when they ftart game,
endeavour to drive them into the net, which at times is
no hard tatk, as they frcqnently run before them like
chickens ; and fometinies require no driving, for as foon
as they fec the black heap of gravel on the white fnow
they fly ftreight towards it. 'The hunter then goes to the
end of the line to watch their motions,; and when he fees
there arc as many about the gravel as the net can cover,
or as many as are likely«to go under at that time, with a
fudden pull he hawls down the ftakes, and the net falls
horizontally on the {fnow, and enclofes the greateft part of
the birds that are under it. The hunter then runs to the
net as {oon as ‘poffible, and kills all the birds by.. biting
them at the back of the head. He then fets up the net,

takes
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takes away all the dead game, and repeats the operation
as often as he pleafes, or as long as the birds are in good
humour. By this fimple contrivance I have known up-
wards of three hundred partridges caught in one morning
by three perfons ; and a much greater number might have
been procured had it been thought neceflary. FEarly in
the morning, juft at break of day, and carly in the after-
aoon, is the beft time for this fport. It is common to get
from thirty to feventy at one hawl; and in the Winter of
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, Mr. Prince,
then Mafter of a fleop at Churchill River, actually caught
two hundred and four at twe hawls. They are by no
means equally plentiful every year; for in fome Winters
I have known them {o {carce, that it was impoflible to
catch any in nets, .and all that could be procured with the
gun wowld hardly afford one day’s allowance per week
to the men during the feafon; but in the Winter one
thoufand feven bundred and cighty-five, thty were fo plen-
tiful near Churchill, and fuch numbers were’ brought to
the Fa&ory, that I gave upward of two thoufand to the
hogs. In the latterlend of March, or the beginning of
April, thofe birds begin to change from white to their
beautiful Summer plumage, and,the firft brown feathers
make their appearance on the neck *, and by degrees

{pread

Mr. Dragge obferves, in his North Weft Paffage, that wl-lcn the par-
sridges begin to change colour, the firft brown feathers appearin the rump;
but this is fo far from being a general rule, thgt an experienced Hudfonian
muft fmile at the idea. That Mr. Dragge never faw an inftance’of this kind
I will not fay, but when Nature deviates fo far from its ufull courfe, it is

undoubtedly
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{pread over the whole body ; but their Summer drefs is
feldom complete till July. The feathers of thefe birds
make excellent beds, and as they are the perquifite of the
hunters, are ufually fold to the Captains and Mates of
the Company’ thips, at the eafy iate of three pence per
pound.

Rock Partripces. This fpecies of Groufe are in
Winter of the fame colour as the former, but inferior in
fize; being in general not more than two-thirds of the
weight. They have a black line from the bill to the eye,
and differ in nature and manner from the Willow Par-
tridge. They never frequent the woods or willows, but
brave the fevereft cold on the open plains. They always
feed on the buds and tops of the dwarf birch, and after this
repaft, generally fit on the high ridges of fnow, with their
heads to windward. ‘They are never caught in nets, like
the Willow Par‘tridgc; for when in want of gravel, their
bills are of fuch an amazing ftrength, that they pick a fuf-
ficient quantity out of the rocks. Befide, being fo much
inferior in fize to the former fpecies, their flefh is by no
means fo good, being black, hard, and bitter. They are
in general, like the Wood Partridge, either exceeding wild
or very tame; and when in the latter humour, I have

undoubtedly owing to fome accident; and nothing is more likely than that the
feathers of the bird Mr. Dragge had examined, had been ftruck off by a hawk ;
and as the ufual feafon for changing their plumage was near, the Summer
feathers fupplicd their places for out of the many hundreds of thoufands that
I have fecn Killed, I never faw or heard of a fimilar inflance.

known
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known one man’ kill one hundred and twenty in a few
hours ; for as they ufually keep in large flocks, the {port{-
men ‘can frequently kill fix or eight at a fhot. Thefe,
like the Willow Partridge, change their plumage in Sum-
mer to a beautiful {peckled brown; and at that fcafon are
fo ha:dy, that, unlefs fhot in the head or vitals, they will
fly away with the greateft quantity of fhot of any bird I
know. They difcover great fondnefs for their young; for
during the time of incubation, they will frequently fuffer
themfelves to be taken by hand off their eggs *. Pigeons
of a fmall fize, not larger than a thrufh, are in fome
Summers found as far- North as Churchill River. The
bill is of a ﬁefh-colour, legs ted, and the greateft part of
the plumage of a light lilac or bluth. In the interior
pasts of the country they fly in large flocks, and perch
on the peplar trees in fuch numbers that I have feen
twelve ofthem killed at one fhot? - They ufually feed on

* Befides the birds already mentioned, which form a conttant dith at.our
tables in Hudfon’s Bay, during ‘their refpective fafons, Mr. Jerome afferts,
that 2uFing the time he was Governor at York Fort, the buftard was common.
But fince that. Fort was delivered up to the l:.ngh{h at the peace of Utrecht
in. 3713, none of . the, Company’s fcmnts have ever feen one of thofe birds:
nor does it appear by all the Journals now in the poffelfion of the Hudfon’s
Bay Company; that arly fich bird was ever faca in the moft Southern parts of
the Bay, muchifefs atYork Fort, which is in the latitude ¢7° North; fo that
;mpu‘l error, or a m.i‘ful dcﬁgﬂ to miflead, muft have taken place, Indeed,
'ﬂgmum of the country immediately where he refided, and the produtions
3t ‘ﬁ'c"rwneouﬂy ftated 23 to deferve no notice. - His colleague, ‘De le
: rﬁuiés, ‘afferts the exiftence of the buftard in thofe parts, and with an equal

gard. 1o stuths B o
3 H ' ' poplar
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»oplar buds, and are good eating, ghough feldom fat.
kcy build their nefts in trees, the fame as the Wood
Pigeons do ; never lay but two eggs, and are very fcarce
near the fea-coaft in the Northern parts of Hudfon’s Bay.

The Rep-preasTep THrusHES, commonly called in
Hudfon’s Bay the Red Birds, but by fome the Black Birds,
on account of their note, and by others the American
Fieldfares ufually make their appearance at Churchill River
about the middle of May, build their nefts of mud, like
the Englith Thrufh, and lay four beautiful bluc eggs.
They have a very loud and pleafing note, which they ge-
nerally exercife moft in the mornings and evenings, when
perched on fome lofty tree near their neft ; but when the
young can fly they are filent, and migrate to the South
carly in the Fall. They are by no means numerous, and
are generally feen inpairs ; they are never fought after as
an article of food, but when killed by the Indian boys,
are_efteemed good eating, ‘though they always feed on

worms and mfc&a

Grosszag. Thefe gay birds vifit Churchill River in
fome years {o early as the latter end of March, but are by
no means plcntlﬁil ; they are always feen in pairs, and
generally ‘feed ‘on the buds of the poplar a.nd willow.
The male is in moft parts of its plumage of a beautlful'
crimfon, but ‘the female'of 2" dull dirty green. In fo;-m
they much’ refemble the Englith bullfinch, but are.near

double
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double their fize. They build their nefts in trees, fome-
times not far from the ground ; lay four white eggs, apsd
always Katch theth in June. They are faid to have a
pleafing note in Spring, though I never heard it, and are
known to retire to the South early in the Fall. The
Englith refiding in Hudfon’s Bay generally call this bird
the American Red Bird.

Snow BunTiNgs, univerfally known in Hudfon’s Bay by
the name of the Snow Birds, and in the Ifles of Orkﬁey by
the name of Snow Flakes, from their vifiting thofe parts
in fuch numbers as to devour the grain as foon as fown,
in fome years are fo deftruive as to oblige the farmer
to fow his fields a fecond; and occafionally a third time.
Thefe birds make their appearance at the Northern fettle-
ments in the Bay about the latter end of May, or begin-
ning of April; when they are very fat, and not infe-
rior in flavour to an ortolan. On their firft arrival they
generally feed on grafs-feeds, and are fond”of frequenting
dunghills, At that time they are eafily caught in great
numbers under a net baited with groats or oatmeal; but
as the Summer advances, they feed much on worms,
and are then not fo much efteemed. They fometimes
fly in fuch large flocks, that I have killed upwards of
twenty at one fhot, and have known others who have
killed double that number. In the Spring their plumage
lipfett-ﬂy variegated, black and white; but their Summer
drefs may be called elegant, though not gay. They live

3H 2 long
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long in confinement, have naturally a pleafing note, and
when in company with Canary birds foon imitate their
fong. 1 have kept many of them imheages in ‘the fame
room with Canary birds, and always found they fung in
Winter as well as in Summer; but even in confinement
they change their plumage accord.mg- to the {eafon, the fame
as in a wild ftate. This fpecies of bird feem fond of the
coldelt regions, for as the Spring advances they fly fo far
North that their breeding-places are not known to the
inhabitants of Hudfon’s Bay. In Autumn they return to
the South in large flocks, and are frequently fhot in con-
fiderable numbers merely as a delicacy ; at that feafon,
however, they are by no means fo good as when they firft
make their appearance in Spring.

‘Wurte-crowned Bunrting. This {pecies is inferior in
fize to the former, and feldom make their appearance. till
June. They breed ia moft parts of the Bay, always

make their n¥s on the ground, at the root of a dwarf
willow or a goofeberry-buth. During the time their young

are in a callow flate they ] have a delightful note, but s
foon as they are fledged they become filent,, and retire to
the South early in September

LApLAND ch;t. This b;{d ;g comon_:_ gnn._Hud.(qma
Bay, and never m:gxatcs SQ WAf ipei
Dunng that feafon it gcn__", 3) ' '__' ; _
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feeds but at the approach of Summer it flies itill farther
North to breed. A variety of this bird is alfo common,
and- is Beautifully marked with a red forchcad and breaft.
It is moft common in the Spring, and frequently caught
in nets fet for the Snow Bunting ; and when kept in cages
has a pleafing note, but feldom lives long in confinement,

though it generally dies very fat.

Larxs of a pretty variegated colour frequent thofe parts.
in Summer, and always make their appearance in May;
build their nefts on the ground, ufually by the fide of a
ftone at the root of a {mall bufh, lay four fpeckled eggs,
and bring forth their young in June. At their firft ar-
rival, and til] the young can fly, the male is in full {fong;
and, like the fky-lark, foars to a great height, and genc-
rally defcends. in a perpendicular dire&ion near their neft.
Their note is-loud and agreeable, but confifts of little va-
riety, and as foon as the young can fly they become filent,
and retire to the Soythward early in the Fall. They are
impatient of confinement, never fing”in that’ ftate, and
feldam live long.

‘The TiTMousE is ufually called in Hudfon’s Bay, Black-
cap. This diminutive bird braves the coldeft Winter, and
during that feafon feeds on the feeds of long rye-grafs, but
v Semmer on infe@s-and berries.. The Southern. Indians
t}ﬁﬂﬂﬁ bird Kifs-kifs-hefhis, from a twittering noife they
sitake, which much refembles. that word i found.

SwaLLOwW:
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SwarLows vifit thefe parts in confiderable numbers

Summer, and are very domeftic; building their nefts in

neceflaries, ftables, and other out-offices that a¥e much
frequented. They feldom make - their appearance at
Churchill River till June, and retire South early in Auguft.
They, like the European Swallow, gather in large flocks
on the day of their departure, make feveral revolutions
round the breeding-places, and then take their leave till
the next year.” I do not recolle& te have feen any of thofe
birds to the North of Seal River.

MarTins alfo vifit Hudfon’s Bay in great numbers, but
feldom fo far North as Churchill River. They ufually
make their nefts in holes formed in the fteep banks of
rivers ; and; like the Swallow, lay four or five {peckled
eggs; and retire Southward in Auguft. At the North-
ern fettlements they are by’ no means {o domeftic as the
Swallow.

Hooring Crane - This* bied : vifits . Hudfon's ' Bay
in the Spring, though mge in great numbers. They
are gcncrally feen only ‘48 pairs, gnd that not very
often. It is a bird of confiderable fize, often equal to
that of a good turkey, snd the great length of the bill,
neck, and legs, makes it meafuse, from the ‘bl tothe
M%mmﬁ;mmmnmmmymdeamﬁmm&
tts plumage is of a pure white;. except i guill-feathers,
which are black ; the: crown. is.covered.with a Mm,-

thinly

el
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thinly befet with black briftles, and the legs are largc and
black. If ufually frequents open fwamps, the fides of rivers,
and the margins of lakes and ponds, feeds on frogs and
{mall. fifh, and efteemed . good eating. The wing-bones
of this bird are fo long and large, that I have known
them made into flutes with tolerable fuccefs. It feldom.
has morg than two young, and retires Southward carly in.

the Fall.

The Brown Crane. This fpeciesis far inferior in fize to
the former, being feldom three feet and a haif in length, and
on an.average not weighing feven pounds. Their haunts
and manner of life are nearly the fame as that of the Hoop-
ing Crane, and they never have more than two young,
and thofe fcldom fly till September. They are.found far«-
ther North than the fornyer, for ] have killed feveral of
them on Marble Ifland, and have feen theny on the Con-
tinent as high as thg latitude 65°. They are generally
efteemed: gaod cating, and, from the’Torm. of the body

when fit for the fpit; thcy acquire the name of the North.

Wekt: kaeyg "There is g circumftance refpeting this
bird that is very peculiar;: which is, that the gizard is

larger than‘that of a fiwan, and remarkably {o in the young

birds. The Brown Cranes are frequently feerl in-hot calm

dn’pfw fﬁw to-anf amazing heighty &lways flying in circles,

_ ges they are almoft out of fight, yet their note
oudy; that the fportman,’ before he fees their fitua-
mr,v often fancies they are very near him. They vifit
Jiudfon’s

4!
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Hudfon’s Bay in far greater numbers than the former, and
are very good eating.

BirTErns are common at York Fort in Sumimier, but
are feldom found fo far North as Churchill River, T have
feen two fpecies of this bird; fome having ath-coloured
legs, others with beautiful grafs-green legs, and very gay
plumage.  They always frequent marfhes and fiwamps,
alfo the banks of rivers that abound with reeds and long
grafs. They generally feed on infeds that are bred in the
water, and probably on fmall frogs; and though feldom fat,
they are generally good eating. They are by no means nu-
merous even at York Fort, nor in fa& in the moft Southern

parts of the Bay that I have vifited.

Currews. There aze two {pecies of this bird which
frequent the \coaﬂs of Hudfon s Bay in great numbers
during Summer, and breed in all parts of it as far North
as the latitude 72%5 the largeft of this fpecies is diftin-
guifhed by that grea.t Naturalit Mr. Pennant, by the
name of the Efquimaux Curlew. They always keep fiear
the fea coaft ; attend the ebbing of the tide, and are fre-
quently found at. ]ow-watcr-mark in grca: numbcrs,
where they feed on marine m.fc&s, wluch dw E‘nd by ‘the
fides of flones in great plenty; but atgh:&h—#atcf they
retire to the dry ridges and wait thc rece _?hg of the %dc
They fly as fteady as a woodcock anfwer to a whiftle that
refembles their note; lay long ‘on their wings, and are a

moft




NORTHERN OCEAN.

moft excellent fhot, and at times arc delicious cating.
The other fpecies of Curlew are in colour and fhape ex-
adly like the former, though inferior in fize, and differ in
their manner of life, as they never frequent the water's-
edge, but always keep among the rocks and dry ridges,
and feed on berries and fmall infe@s. The flefh of this
bird is generally more efteemed than that of the former,
but they are by no means fo numerous. This fpecies of
Curlew are feldom found farther North than Egg River.

Jack Swires.  Thofe birds vifit Hudfon’s Bay in Sum-
mer in confiderable numbers, but are feldom feen to the
North of Wh’lle Cove. They do not'arrive till the ice of
the rivers is broke up, and they retire to the South early in
the Fall. During their ftay, they always frequent marfhes
near the {fea coaft, and the fhores of great rivers. - In man-
ner and flight they exa@ly refémble the European Jack
Snipe ; and when on the wing, fly at fuch“a diftance from
each other, that it is but feldom the beft fportfman can

_more than one or two at a fhot. Their fleth is by
no means {o delicate as that of the Englifh Snipe.

" Rgp f}qn‘wurs, ufually called at the Northern fettle-
ments in Fudfon’s Bay, Plovers. Thofe birds vifit the
ﬂ)o:EGOf that part in/very larg; flocks, and ufually frequent
the marfhes and the margins of ponds. They alfo fre-

quently attend the tide, like the Efquimaux Curlews;
ﬂy down to low-water-mark, and feed on a' fimall ﬁfh
31 not
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not much unlike a thrimp; but as the tide flows, they retire
to the marthes. They fly in fuch large flocks, and fo
clofe to each other, that I have often killed upwards of
twelve at one fhot; and Mr. Atkinfon, long refident at
York Fort, actually killed feventy-two at one thot; but
that was when the birds were fitting. Near Churchill
River they are feldom fat, though tolerably flethy, and
are generally good eating. ~ They ufually weigh from ten
to thirteen ounces; the female is always larger than the
male, and differs in colour, being of a much lighter brown.
They retire to the South long before the froft com-
mences; yet I have feen this bird as far North as the
latitude 71° 50"

SrorTED Gopwarr, kmown in Hudfon’s Bay by the
name of Yellow Legs, This bird alo vifits that country
in confiderable numbers, but mere fo in the interior pa.r
and ufually. freé;u:nts the flat muddy banks of rivers. - B
Summer it .is generally very poor, but late in the Fall
is, as it may be called, one hump- of fat. This bird,
with many others of the'miggatory tribe, I faw mmon.
fiderable numbers as far North as the latitude 71° 547; and
at York Fort I have known them. fhot fo late as t!:n: latter
end of Odober: at which time tbq ate’ ini the' greateft
perfedtion, and moft delicious cating, more pilrticularly
{o when put:into a bit ofpefa, W Wﬁéﬂ‘nﬁp
dumpling ; for in fa& they are generally too fat,at that
feafon to be eaten cither roafted ar boiled.

Hznnmu.
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. HeBrIDAL SanDrirERs, but more commonly known in
Hudfon’s Bay by the Name of Whale Birds, on account
of ~theif feeding on the carcafes of thofe animals which fre-
quently li¢ on the fhores, alfo on maggots that are produced
in them by fly-blows. Thefe birds frequent thofe parts
in confiderable numbers, and always keep near the margin
of thefea.. They may, in fa&, be called beautiful birds,
though not gay in their plumage; they are ufually very fat,
but even. when firft killed they fmell and tafte fo much
like train-oil as to render them by no means pleafing to
the palate, yet they are frequently eaten by the Com-
pany’s fervants.  As the Summer advances they fly fo far
North of Churchill River, that their breeding-places are
not known, Yhough they remain at that part till the be-
ginning of July, and return early in the Fall. They
are by no means largc birds, as they feldom weigh four
ounces., The bill is black, plumage prettily variegated
black and Wh.ltc, and the legs and feet are Of a beautiful

orange colour *

ProyERrs,.. commonly. called Hawk’s Eyes, from their
watchfulnefs to prevent a near approach when fitting. When
thefc birds are on: the wingy they fly very fwift and irregu-
lar, partmnlmly whemﬁngle or in fmall flocks. At Church-
il] River . they are by a0 means numerous, but I have feen
tbe;n in fuch la.rgc flocks at York Fort in the Fall of* onc

- Th& m&]y comfpond with thc bird drfmbrd by M. Pcmant, except

that they are much longer.
’ 312 “thoufand
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thoufand feven hundred and feventy-three, that Mr, Ferdi-
nand Jacobs then Governor, Mr. Robert Body Surgeon, and
myfelf, killed in one afternoon as matyy as two men would
conveniently carry. They generally feed on infe@s, and are
at all times good eating, but late in the Fall are moft ex-
cellent. - They are by no means equally plentiful in all
years; and at the Northern fettlements in the Bay they are
not clafled with thofe fpecies of game that add to the general
flock of provifions, being ‘only killed a5 a luxury; but
1 am informed that at Albany ‘Fort, feveral barrels of
them are annually falted for Winter ufe, and are efteemed
good eating. ~ This bird during Summer reforts to the re-
moteft Northern parts; for T have feen them at the Copper
River, though in thofe dreary regions only i in pairs. - The
young of thofe birds always ‘leave their nefts as foon as
hatchied, - ind’ when but a few" ‘ddys old run very faft;
at night, ‘or in rainy wéather; ‘the old ones call them to-
gethér; and cover them with their wings, in the fame man-
ner as a hen does her chickens.

~ Brack Guirremors; known in Hudfon's Bay by the
name of  Sea Pigeons.  Thofe birds frequent the fhores of
Hudfon’s Bay and Straits in- eonfiderable numbers ; “but
more particularly the Northern ‘arts, where ‘they ﬂy ‘in
large flocks; to the Southward: they" ar¢ only “féen “in
pairs. They are of a fine’ ‘Bladk, “but ot glofly, with
fcarlet legs and feet; and the coverets ‘of the witigs arc
marked withwhite. Thzy are in weight equal to aWidgeon,.
though
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though to appearance not fo large. They ufually make
their nefts in the holes of rocks, and lay two white eggs,
Wiieh‘are delicate eating, but not proportionably large for
the fize of the bird. My friend Mr. Pennant fays, they
brave the coldeft Winters in thofe parts, by keeping at
the edge of the ice near the open water; but as.the fea at
that feafon is frozen over for feveral miles from the fhore,
I believe no onc’s curiofity ever tempted him to confirm
the truth of this; and it is well known they never make
their appearance near the land after the froft becomes fevere.

Nortuern Divers.  Thefe birds, though common in
Hudfon’s Bay, are by no means plentiful; they are
feldom found near the fea coaft, but more frequently in
freth water lakes, and ufually in pairs. They build their
nefts at the edge of {mall iflands, or the margins of lakes
or ponds; theylay only two eggs, and i;.: is very com-
mon to find only one pair and their yotng in one fheet
of water; a great proof of their averf#on to fociety. They
are known in Hudfon’s Bay by the name of Loons. They
differ in {pecies from the Black and Red throated Divers,
having a:large black bill near four inches long ; plumage on
the back of 1a glofly black, elegantly barred with white ;
the belly of a filver white ; and they are fo large as at times
to weigh fifteen or fixteen pounds. Their flefh is always
black, hard, and fithy, yet it is generally eaten By the

10 BLack-
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Brack-ruroaTED Divers. This fpecies are more beau-
tiful than the former; having a long white bill, plumage on
the back and wings black, elegantly tinged with purple2ad
green, and prettily marked with white fpots.  In fize they
are equal to the former; but are fo watchful as to dive at the
flath of a gun, and of courie are {feldom killed but when
on the wing. Their flefh is equally black and fithy with
the former, but it is always eaten by the Indians. The
{kins of thofe birds are very thick and ftrong, and they are
frequently drefled with the feathers on, and made into caps
for the Indian men. The fkins of the Eagle and Raven,
with their plumage complete, are alfo applied to that ufe,
and are far from bcing an unbecoming head-drefs for a
favage.

Rep-TeroaTED Divers. This fpecies are alfo called
Loons in Hudfon’s Bay ; but they are {o far inferior to the
two former, that they feldom weigh more than three or
four pounds, Theyplike the other fpecies of Loon, are ex-
cellent divers; they always feed on fith, and when in purfuit
of their prey, are frcquently tmtmgitd in fithing-nets, fet at
the mouths of creeks and fmall rivers. They are more nu-
merous than either of the former, as they frequently fly
in flocks ; but like them make their nefts at the edge of
the water, and only lay two eggs, which, though very
rank and fithy, are always eaten by Indians and Englifh.
The legs of thofr three fpecies of Loon are ‘placed I’o near

the
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the rump as to be of no fervice to them on the land, as

-they are perfecly incapable of walking ; and when found
in that fituation (which is but fcldom) they are eafily taken,
though they make a ftrong refiftance with their bill, which
1s very hard and fharp,

Wuite Guirrs. Thefe birds vifit Hudfon's Bay in
great numbers, both on the fea coafts and in the interior
parts, and probably extend quite acrofs the continent of
America.  They generally make their appearance at
Churchill River about the middle of May; build their
nefts on the iflands in lakes and rivers; lay two {peckled
cggs, and bsing forth their young in June. Their eggs
are generally efteemed good cating, as well as the flefh of
thofe in the interior parts of the country, though they
feed on fith and carrion. They make their ftay on Hud-
fon’s Bay as long in the Fall as the froft wilf permit them
to procure a livelihood. )

Grey Gurrs. Thefe birds, though common, are by no
means pléntiful ; and I never knew their breeding-places,
as they feldom make theirappearance at Churchill River till
the Fall of the year, and remain there only till the ice be-
gins to be formed about the thores. = They feldom frequent
the interior parts of the country. They are not inferior in
fize to the former, and in the Fall of the year are generally

fat. The flefh is white and very good eating ; and, like
h | moft
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moft other Gulls, they are a moft excellent {hot when on
the wing,

Brack Guis, ufually called in Hudfon’s Bay, Men of
War, from their purfuing and taking the prey from a
lefler {pecies of Gull, known in that country by the name
of Black-hcad. In fize they are much inferior to the
two former {pecies; but, like them, always make their
nefts on iflands, or at the margins of lakes or ponds; they
lay only two eggs, and are found at a confiderable diftance
from the fea coaft. 'The length of their wings is very great
in proportion to the body; the tail is uniform, and the two
middle feathers are four or five inches longer shan the reft,
Their eggs are always eaten, both by the Indians and Eng-
lith ; but the bird itfelf is generally rejected, except when

other provifions are very,{carce.

Brack-geaps. \Thefe are the imalleft fpecies of Gull
that I know. They vifit the fea coaft of Hudfon's Bay
in fuch vat numbers, that they are frequently feen in
flocks of feveral hundreds ; and I have known bufhels of
their eggs taken on an ifland of very fmall circumference.
Theile eges are very delitate eating, the yolks being equal
to that of 2 young pullet; and the whites of a femi-tranf~
parent azure; ‘but the bird itfelf is always. fithy. Their
affetion for their young is- fot fivong, that ‘when any perfon
attemptrs to rob- their nefts; they fly at him, and fﬂmenmcs

approach -
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approach fo ncar as to touch him with their pinions; and
when they fi:d their lofs, will frequently follow the plun-
deremto a confiderable diftance, and exprefs their grief by
making an unufual fcreaming noife.

This bird may be ranked with the elegant part of the
feathered creation, though it is by no means gay. The bill,
legs, and fect are of a rich fcarlet ;5 crown black, and the
remainder of the plumage of a light afh-colour, except
the quill-feathers, which arc prettily barred, and tipped
with black, and the tail much forked. The flight, or
cxtent of wing, in this bird, is very great, in proportion to
the body. They are found as far North as has hitherto
been vifited; but retire to the South early in the Fall.

»

Prricans.  Thofe birds are numerous in the interior
arts of the country, but never appear near the fea-coaft.
They generally frequent large lakes, and always make
their nefts on iflands. They are fo px"gviﬁcnt for their
young, that great quantities of fith li¢rotting near their
nefts, and emit fuch a horrid ftench as to be fmelt at a
confiderable diftance. The fleth of the young Pelican is
frequently eaten by the Indians; and as they are always
very fat, great quantities of it is melted down, and pre-

ferved in bladders for Winter ufc ®, to mix with pounded
“ -fleth ;

* In the Fall of 1774, when I firft fetded at Comberland Floue, the
Tndians impofed on me and my people very much, by felling vs Pelican fat

for the fat of the black bear. Our knowledge of the delicacy of the latter
3K indneed
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flefh; but by keeping, it grows very rank. The Pe-
licans in thofe parts are about the fize of a common
goofc; their plumage is of a delicate white, exceptthe
quill-feathers, which are black. The bill is near a foot
lon;:,, and the bag, which reaches from the outer-end of
the under-mandible to the breaft, is capable of containing
upwards of three quarts. The fkins of thofc birds are
thick and tough, and are frequently dreffed by the In-
dians and converted into bags, but are never made into
clothing, though their feathers are as hard, clofe, and
durable, as thofe of a Loon.

Goosanpers, ufually called in Hudfon’s Bay, Shell-
drakes. Thofe birds are very common on the fea-coaft,
but in the interior parts fly in very large flocks. The
bill is long and narrow, and toothed like a faw ; and they
have a tuft of feathers at the back of the head, which
they can eré@ at pleafure. ‘I'hey are moft excellent
divers, and fuch” great deftroyers of-fith, that they are
frequently obhged to vomit fome of them before they can
take flight. Though not much larger than the Mallard
Duck, they frequently fwallow fifh of fix or {even. inches

induced us to referve this far for particular purpoﬁ:s, but when we came to
open the bladders, it was little fuperior to train oil, and was only eatable by 2
few of my crew, which at that time confifted only of c:ght Englithmen and
two of the home Indians from York Fort,

Cumberland Houfe was the firft inland fettlement the Company made from
Hudfon’s Fort; and though begun on fo finall a fcale, yet upon it and Hudfor’s
Houfe, which is fituated beyond it, upwards of feventy men were now caiployed.

long
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long and proportionably thick. Thofc that frequent the
interior parts of the country prey much on crawfifh,
wiuchk- are very numerous in fome of the fhallow ftony
rivers. In the Fall of the year they are very fat, and
though they always feed on fith, yet their fleth at that
feafon is very good; and they remain in thofe parts as
long as the froft will permit them to procure a fub-
fiftence,

Swans. There are two {pecics of this bird that vifit
Hudfon’s Bay in Summer ; and only differ in fize, as the
plumage of both are perfeély white, with black bill and
legs. The {maller fort are more frequent near the fea-
- coaft, but by no means plentiful, and are moft frequently
fcen in pairs, but fometimes fingle, probably owing to
their mates having been killed on their paflage North.
Both fpecies ufually breed on she iflands which are in
Jakes ; and the eggs of the larger fpecies are {5 big, that one
of them is a fufficient meal for a mod#fate man, without
bread, or any other addition. In the interior parts of the
country the larger Swan precedes every other fpecies of
water-fowl, and in fome years arrive fo early as the month
of March, long before the ice of the rivers are broken up.
At thofe times they.always frequent the open waters of
falls and rapids, where they are frequently thot by the
Lpdians in confiderable numbers. They ufually weigh
upwards of thirty pounds, and the lefler {pecics from
eighteen to twenty-four. The fleth of both are excellent

3K 2 cating,

Swran



430

A JOURNEY TO THE

eating, and when roafted, is ¢qual in flavour to young
heifer-beef, and the cygnets are very delicate.
Notwithftanding the fize of this bird, they are Yo~ Twift
on the wing as to make them the moft difficult to fhoot
of any bird I know, it being frequently neceflary to take
fight ten or twelve feet before their bills. This, how-
ever, is only when flying before the wind in a britk gale,
at which time they cannot fly ar a lefs rate than an hun-
dred miles an hour; but when flying acrofs the wind, or
againft it, they make but a flow progrefs, and are then a
noble fhot, In their moulting ftate they are not eafily
taken, as their large feet, with the afliftance of their
wings, enables them to run on the furface of the water as
faft as an Indian canoe can be paddled, and therefore they
are always obliged to be fhot; for by diving and other ma-
nceuvres they render it impofiible to take them by hand. It
has been fai(hthat the Swans whiftle or fing before their
death, and I have read fome elegant de’fcriptions of it in fome
of the poets; but I\have never heard any thing of the kind,
though I have been at the deaths of feveral. It is true,
in ferene evenings, after Sun-fet, I have heard them make
a noife not very unlike that of a French-horn, but entirely
divefted of every note th'a.t conftituted melody, and have
often been forry to find ‘it did not forebode. their death.
Mr. Lawfon, who, as Mr. Pennant juftly remarks; was no
accurate obferver, properly enough ca]]s the largeft fpecies
Trumpeters, and the leffer, Hoopers. .. Some years age,
when I built Cumberland Houfe, the Indlans killed thofe
birds
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birds in fuch numbers, that the down and quills might
have been procured in confiderable quantities at a trifling
expence 3 but fince the depopulation of the natives by the
{mall-pox, which has alfo driven the few furvivors to fre-
quent other parts of the country, no advantage can be
made of thofe articles, though of confiderable value in
England *.

Geese. There are no lefs than ten different {pecies
of Geefe that frequent the various parts of Hudfon’s Bay
auring Summer, and are as follow : Firft, The Cowmon
Grey Goofe.  Second, The Canada Goofe. Third, The
White, or Snow- Goofe. Fifth, The Blue Goofe. Sixth,
The Laughing Goofe. Seventh, - The Barren Goolfe.
Eighth, The Brent Goofe.  Ninth, The Dunter; and
Tenth, the Bean Goofe.

Cowmon Grey Goose.  This bird preccdes every other
fpecies of Goofe in thofe parts, andsin fome forward
Springs arrives at Churchill River fo car]y as the latter

* Mr. Pennant, in trcatmg of the Whtf’dmg Swan, talu:s notice of the
formation of the Windpipe ; but ®nexamination, the windpipes of both the
fpecies which frequent Hudfon’s Bay are found to be exactly clike, though
their note is quite different. The breaft-bone of this bird is different from
any other I have feen; for inftead of being fharp and folid, like that of 2 goofe,
it is broad and hollow. Into: this cavity the wi ndplpl‘, paffes from the valve,
and reaching qmcc dowa to the abdomen, returns into the cli»f, and jeihs the
lungs. Neither of the fpecies of Swan that frequent Mudfun’s Bay are mute;
but the note of the larger is much louder and harther than that of  the {maller.

end
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end of April, but more commonly from the eleventh to
the fixtcenth of May ; and in one year it was the twenty-
fixth of May before any Geefe made their appearance.
At their firft arrival they gencrally come in pairs, and are
io fond of fociety, that they fly ftreight to the call that
imitates ‘their note ; by which means they are eafily thot.

T hey breed in great numbers in the plains and marfhes
nicar Churchill River; and in fome years the young ones
can be taken in confiderable numbers, and arc cafily tamed;
but will never learn to eat corn, unlefs fome of the old
ones are taken with them, which is eafily done when in'a
moulting ftate. On the ninth of Auguft one thoufand feven
hundrc_d and eighty-one, when I refided 4t Prince of
Wales’s Fort, I fent fome Indians up ‘Churchill River in
canocs to procure fome of thofe Geeﬁ,, and in the after-
noon they were feen coming down the river with a large
flock beforehem; the'young ones not more than half-
grown, and the-old ones {o far in a moulting ftate as not
to be capable of Hying; fo that, with the affiftance of
the Englifh and the Indians then refiding on the plantation,
the whole flock, to the amount of forty-one, was drove
within the ftockade which iaclofes the Fort, where they
were fed and fattened for Winter ufe. Wild ‘Geefe taken
and fattened in this manner are much preferable to any
tame Geefe in the world. When this fpecies-of Geefe are
full-grown. and in good condition, they often weigh twelve
pounds, but more frequently much lefs.

CANADA
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Canapa Goosk, or Pifk-a-fith, as it is called by
the Indians, as well as the Englifh in Hudfon’s Bay.
‘This fpecies do not differ in plumage from the former,
but are inferior in fize ; the bill is much fmaller in pro-
portion, and the flefh being much whiter, of courfe is
more efteemed. They are by no means fo numerous as
the former, and generally fly far North to breed ; but fome
few of their eggs are found near Churchill River. 1t is fel-
dom that either of thefe fpecies lay more than four eggs ;
but if not robbed, they ufually bring them all forth.

Wiite or Snow Goose.  Thefe are the moft numerous
of all thc'fpcc‘nies of birds that frequent the Northern parts of
the Bay, and generally make their appearance about a week
or ten days after the Common Grey Goofe. In the firft
part of the feafon they come in {mall partic?, but in the
middle, and toward the latter end, theyl’ fly in fuch
amazing flocks, that when they fettle .in the marfhes to
feed, the ground for a confiderable diftance appears like a
field of fnow. When feeding in the fame marfh with the
Grey Geefe, they nevermix. Like the Grey Geefe, they fly
to the call that refembles their note ;" and in fome years are
killed and falted in great numbess for Winter provifion;
they arc almoﬁ'-'univi:rfaﬂy thought good eating, and will,
if proper care be taken in curing them, continue good
for eighteen months or two years. The Indians are far
more expert in killing Geefe, as well as every other {pecies
of game, than any European I ever faw in Hudfon’s Bay;

10 for
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for fore of them frequently kill upward of a hundred
iseoe i.oa day, whereas the moft expert of the Englith.
thuik 1. a good day’s work to kill thirty. Some ycars
back 1t was common for an Indian to kill from a thoufand
to twelve hundred Geefe in one feafon; but latterly he
is reckoaed a good hunter that kills three hundred.  This
js by no means owing to the degeneracy of the natives;
for the Gecle of late years do not frequent thofe parts in
fuch numbers as formerly. The 'general breeding-place
of this bird 1s not known to any Indian in Hudfon’s Bay,
not even to the Efquimaux who frequent the remoteft
North. The general route they take in their return to the
South in the Fall of the year, is equally upknown; for
though fuch multitudes of them are feen at Churchill
River in the Spring, and are frequently killed to the
amount of five or {ix thoufand; yet in the Fall of the
vear, feven Br eight hundred is confidered a good hunt.
At York Fort, though only two degrees South of Churchill
River, the Geefe feafons fluGtuate {o mach, that in fome
Springs they have falted forty hogfheads, and in others not
more than one or two: and at Albany Fort, the Spring
feafon is by no means’to be depended on; but in the Fall
they frequently falt fixty hogtheads of Geefe, befides great
quantjties of Plover. The retreat of thofe birds in Winter
is cqually unknown, as that of their breeding-places. 1
obferve in Mr. Pennant’s Aréic Zoology, that about Jakutz,
and other parts of Siberia, they are caughtin great numbers,

both in nets and by decoying them into hovels; but if
thefe
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thefe are the fame birds, they muft at times vary as much
in manner as they do in fituation ; for in Hud{on’s Bay
they are the thyeft and moft watchful of all the {pecies of
Geefe, never {uffering an open approach, not even within
two or three gun-fhots: yet~in fome of the rivers near
Cumberjand Houle, and at Bafquiau, the Indians fre-
quently kill twenty at-one fhot; but this is only done in
moon-light nights, when the Gcc[e are {itting on the mud,
and the fportfmen are pcrfe&ly concealed from their view.
Though the plumage of thofe Geefe are perfectly white,
except the quill-feathers, which are black, the ikin is
of a dark lcad-colour, and:the flefh is excellent eating,
cither freth or falt.. They are mﬁcb wmferior ip fize to
the Common Grey Geefe, but equal to the Canada
Geefe.

Brue Geesz., T hz,s {i c;cs are of the faghe fizc as the
Snow Geefe ; and, like thcm the bill and legs are of a
deep ﬂefh—mlom but the whole plumage is of a dirty

bluc, refermbling old lead. T . Tkin, when ftripped of

its feathers, mpf the fame colour. ;as the Snow Goofe, and
they . dre eqmll& gooﬁ, cating. This {pecics of Geefe
are. {Hdomﬁ:eu tg the North of Churchill River, and not
¥gry commion.at Ygrk Fort; buf at Albany Fort they are
more.- plcntlﬁﬂ than. thc White or Snow Geefe. * Their
hrﬁndmg- lages are as. iigﬂc known to the mioft acourate
obferver as thofe of ‘the Snow Geefe ; for I pever knew
any.of their eggs taken, and their Wmter haunts have

3L hitherto
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hitherto been undifcovered. = Thofe birds are frequently
feen to lead a flock of the White ones ; and, as they ge-
nerally fly in angles, it is far from unpleafant to fec a
bird of a different colour leading the yan.. The leader is
generally the object of the firft {portfinan who ﬁrcs, which
throws the whole flock intp fuch confufion, _;hat {ome of
the other hunters frequently kill.fix or feven at a fhot.

Hornep Wavey. This deljcate and diminutive ipecies
of the Goofe is not much larger than the Mallard Duck.
Its plumage is delicately white, except the quill-feathersy
which are black., The bill is not mere than an inch long,
and at the bafe is fudded round with llttl€ knobs about
the fize of  peas; but more_ rﬁmaxkab,l,y fo in,the males.
Both the bill and feet are of the fame colour with thofe of
the Snow Goofc.  This {pec;es is very fcarce at Churchill
River, and Rbelieve are*never found at any of the South-
ern fettlements 3 but abeut two, or three hundred miles to
the North Weft of Churchxﬂ, 1 have fceﬂmhmn in as large
flocks as thé Common ;,-:Or Snow Goofe. “The fleth
of this bird is cxcead'._" 11 ,Edﬁlwatc 3 but the are fo fmall,
that when I was on my jouney to the, North I eat two of
them one night. ftar fupPer 1ldo mthﬁgd thls bird de-
fcribed By my worthy friend M. Pif__‘,_ 33t in hmAr&zc 200--
logy. ‘Probably a fpecimen of it v@g not fent; Jmme, for

the perfon that commanded:at Prince of Wales's Fort # ax

Mr. Mof:; Nortan ‘
the
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the time the colle@ion was making, did not pay any at-
tention to it,

Lauvcuine Goose. This clegant fpecics has a white
bill, and the legs and feet arc of a fine yellow colour;
the upper part of the plumage is brown, the breaft and
belly white, the former prettily blotched with black. In
fize they are equal to'the Snow Goofe, and their fkins,
when ﬁnpped of their feathers, are delicately white, and
the Beth excellent. They vifit Churchill River in very
{mall numbers ; but about two hundred miles to the North
Weft of ‘that river I have feen them fly in large flocks,
like the Comman Waveys, or Snow Geefe; and gear Cum-
berland Houfe and Bafquiau they are found in Fuch num-
bers, that the Indians in mbcn—hght nights fréquently kill
upwards of twenty at a fhot.’ Like the Horned Wavey,
they never’ ﬂy mtﬁ 'the “lead ‘of the: mﬂ ‘but are al-
ways “feen to” ‘come from the Weftward. - Their general
brccd'mgupla,ces are not known, though fome, few of their

eggs are occaﬁonally found to the North of Churchill; but
1 never heard any’ Indian fay that he had fecn any eggs of
thie Horned Wavey: it ig: probablc they retirc to North
cheml tohreed 5 -and their yout it the Fall of the year,
as. ﬂ-;e:)r et Sm.(t‘hward is-equally unknown. ~They
are, 1. bﬁmv«e, feldom fzen on the coaft of- Hudfon s Bay
o the Southwaid of latitude 59" North.

BARREN

Laughing
Goot:.
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Banxiy Geese.  Thefe are the largeft of all the {pecies
of Geefe_ that fuquent Hudfon’s Ba}' as thc}' frequently
weigh fixteen or feventeen pounds. They differ from the
Common Grey Goofz in nothing but. in fize, apd in the
flicad and breaft being tinged with a rufty brown. They
never make their appearance in the Spring till the greateft
part of the other fpecies of Geefe are flown Northward
t6 breed, and many of them remaia near Churchill River
the whole Summer. This large {pecies are generally
found to be males, and from the exc.ced;ng {mallnefs. of
their tefticles, they are, I* fuppofe, incapable of propa-
gating their {pecics. I believe I can with truth fay, that I
was the firft Empean who made that remgrk, though
they had a],ways been diftingnifhed by the name of the Bar-
ren Geefe 3 Yor no other reafon than that of their not being
known to brced . Their fleth is by no means unpleafant
though alrways}* hard and“tough ; ‘and their plumage is fo
thick before they begin fo moult, that one b;rd ufually
produces a pound of fine fmhgrsand dqwn, of & f;ﬁng
clafticity.

BgenT Geese.  This fpemﬂs certainly breed in the re-

moteft patts of the Netth,, and. {feldom  make Ehl‘:mapp!aar—
ance at. Churcbnli River till latc in Auguft or September.
The rout t!iey takc xn Siu‘lng 13 X '_h_ . . s m bm
ing-places have never been difcopered. by any Indisg in
Hudfor’s Bay. When they make their appearance at

Churchill
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Churchill River, they always come {rom the North, ﬂ}r
near the margin of the coaft, ‘and are never fecn in the
interior parts of. the country.  In ﬁzc they are larger than
a Mallard Duck, but inferior to the Snow Goofe, and
though their flefh appears delicate to the cye, it is not much
efteemed, In fome years they pafs the mouth of Churchill
River in prodigious numbers, and many of them are killgd
and ferved to the Company’s fervants as provifions ; but,
as I have juft obferved, they are not much relifhed. When
migrating to the South, they generally avail themfelves of
a ftrong North or North Wefterly wind, whmh makes
their flight fo fwift, that when I have killed four or five
at a fhot, not one of them fell lefs than from ¥wenty to
fifty yards from the perpendlcuiar fpot whcrgfthey were
kllled Like thc White, or Snow Gecfe, u{hcn in large
flocks they - ﬂy ‘m - the fhape qf a wcdg&g and make a
great nvife, “Their flight is very irregular, fometimes
being forty or ﬁfty yards above the water, and in an in-
ftant after thcy {kim clofe to thc furface of it, and then
rife again to a conﬁderablc heaght fo that they may juftly
be faid to fly. in feftoons.

 The numm Goofe; as it is called m Hudﬁ)n s Bay,
but wh,tch is certamly the ‘Eider Duck ) ’I‘hey are com-
nm m tht m:hnf Churchill vaer as foon as the ice
breaks “Pi Bt gcrxeralﬂy ﬁy ‘far North to brctd and‘ tha
few that do remain near the fettlement. are fo {cattered
among fmall iflands, and fea-girt rocks and fhoals, as to

render

Dunter
Guole,
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render it not worth while to attempt gathering their down.
Their cggs, when found, are exceeding good eating ;- and
in the Fall of the year the flefh is by no means unpleafant,
though they are notorioufly known to feed on fith.

Brax Goosr. This fpecies’is feldom found in any part
of Hudfon’s Bay, as in all my travels 1 have only fcen
three that were killed. This bird never came under the
infpe@tion of Mr. Graham, or the late Mr. Hutchins,
though they both contributed very largely to the collettion
{ent home to the Royal Society

Species of W _:zfgr-ﬁFa-w!.

‘Ducks of farious kinds are found in thofe parts during
Summer; foMe only frequenting the fea-coaft, while
others vifit the interior parts of the cou':iitr'y in aftonifhing
numbers.  The {pecies of this bird which is found moft
cofnmonly here are, the King Dﬁ&k Black' BPuck, Mallard

It 15, however, no lefs true, that the late Mr. Humphry Martin, many
years Governor of Albany Fort; fent home feveral hundred ipecimens of
animals and plams to “cotnplete phat colh:ﬂ‘ion but, by. fome miftake, no-
thing of the’kind was pliced to the credit of his account. Even my refpeied
friend ‘NI¥: Penindnt; whe with a candour thtat does him henowr, has fo gede-
roufly aeknowledged his obligations 1o all to whom he thatight he was indchted
for information when he was writing. his Ar&xé: Zoplagy,, Afee the Adverife-
ment,) has not mentigned his names but' T am ﬁﬂfy perfuaded that it enﬁrc!
proceeded from a want of knowing “the perfon; and as Mr, Hutchins ch-

ceeded him at Albany in the year 1774, evegy thing that has been fens over
from that part has been placed to his account.
' Duck,

lv
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Duck, Long-tailed Duck, Widgeon, and Teal. The twa
farft only vifit the fea-coaft, feed on fithand fith-fpawn; an:d
their fleth is by no means efteemed good, though their eges

_ are not difagreecable. The Mallard and Long-tailed Duck
vifit Hudfon’s Bay in great numbers, and extend from the
fea-coaft to the remoteft Weftern parts, and near Cum-
berland Houfe are found in vaft multitudes. At their firfk
arrival on the fea-coaft, they are exceeding good cating; but
when in a moulting ftate, though very fat, they arc in ge-
neral fo rank that few Europeans arc fond of them. At
thofe feafons the difference in flavour is eafily known by
the colour of the fat; for when that is white, the fleth is
moft '1ﬁurr'dly good but when it is yellow, er of an
orange colotr, it is very rank and fithy,  This d¥erence i
only peculiar to thofe that frequent and brg¢d near the
fea-coaft ; for in the interior parts I nevep- knew thens
killed but their ﬂﬂ.ﬂl was very good ; and ifie young Mal-
lard Duck before it can fly is very fat, and moft dcli-
cate eating., The fame may be faid of the Long-tailed
Duck. Neither of thofe {pecies lay mare than {ix or eight
eggs in common, and frequently bring them. all forth.

Wipceon. This fpecies of Duck is very uncommon
in Hudfon’s Bay ; ufually keeping in pairs, and being fcl-

dom feen in flocks. They are by o means fo numerous:

‘as ‘the'two former, and are moft frequently feen in rivers
and matthes ncar the fea~conft. Their fleth is gem:mlly
efteerned ; and ‘the down of thofe I have examin=d is littlc

inferior in clafticity to that of the Eider, though much
{hOf[L'l'.

k47
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fhorter. The fame may be faid of feveral other fpecies of
Ducks that frequent thofe parts 3 but the impofhibility of
collc@ing the down in.any quantity, prevents it from be-
coming an article of trade.

Trar. | Like the Mallard, they are found in confider-
able numbers near the fea-coaft; but are more plentiful
in, the interior parts of the country, and fly in fuch large
flocks that I have often killed twelve or fourteen at one
{hot, and have {cen both Englifh and Indians kill a much
greater number. At their firft arrival they are but poor,
though generally efteemed good eating. This diminutive
Duck is by far the moft prolific of any I know that reforts
to Hudfof's Bay ; for I have often feen the old ones fwim-
ming at thy head of feventeen young, when not much
larger than, waglnuts. This bird remains in thofe parts as
long as the feaSon will permit ; for in the.year one thoufand
feven hundred and feventy-five, in my paffage from Cum-
berland Houfe to York Fort, I, as well as my Indian com-
panions, killed them in the rivers we paffed through as
Jate ‘as the twenticth of O&ober. At thofe times they
arc cnurc_]y involved in fat, but delicately white, and may
truly be called a great luxury.

Befides the birds already deferibed, there is a great
varicty of others, both of land and water fowl; that fre-
quent thofe parts in Summer; but thefe came not fo im-

mediatcly under my infpection as tlwfc I have already
defcribed. :
of
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Of the Vegetable Produétions.

The vegetable produ@ions of this country by no means
engaged my attention fo much as the animal creation ;
which 1s the lefs to ‘be wondered at, as fo few of them

are ufeful for the fupport of man. Yet I will endeavour

to cnumerate as many of them as I think are worth

notice.

The GoOSEBLRRILS thrive beftin ftony and rocky ground,
- which lies open and much expofed to the Sun.  But in
thoft fituations few of the bufhes grow to any hc:i_ 1t, and
fpread along the ground like vines. The fruif is always
moft plentiful and the fineft on the under%de of the
branches, probably owing to the refleéted heat from the
ftones and gravel, and from being fheltered from all cold
winds and fog by the leaves. 1 never faw moige than one
{pecies of Goofeberry in any part ok Hudfon’s Bay, which
is the red one. 'When green, they make excellent pies or
tarts; and when ripc are very pleafant eating, though by
no means fo large as thofe produced in England.

CranBERRIES grow in great abundance near Chuichill,

and are not confined to any particular ficuation, for thLy
3 M are

Goafe-

WCTTICS.

Cranbey
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are as common on open bleak plains and high rocks as
among the woods. When carefully gathered in the Fall,
in dry weather, and as carefully packed in catks with
moift fugar, they will keep for years, and are annually
{ent to England in confiderable quantities as prefents, where
they are much efteemed. When the fhips have remained
in the Bay fo late that the Cranberries are ripe, fome of

«he Captains have carried them home in water with great
{uccefs.,

Heath- The Heatueerries are in fome years fo plentiful near
benic Churchill, that it is impoffible to walk in many places
without treading on thoufands and millidns of them.
They gfow clofe to the ground, and are a favourite repaft
of manyﬁnrds that migrate to thofe parts in Summer,
particulaslgethe Grey Goofe; on which account the In-
dians diﬂi:guifh them by the name of Nifhca-minnick,
or the Grey Goofeberry. The juice of this berry makes
an excecding pleafant beverage, and the fruit itfelf would

be more plcaﬁng were it not for the number of {mall
feeds it contains.

Bethago- BETHAGO-TOMINICK, as it is called by the Indians, or the
ool Dewater-berry of Mr. Dragge. I have {een this berry as
far North as Marble Ifland, and that in great abundance.
It flourifhes beft, and is moft produ&ive, in {wampy
bogoy ground covered with mofs, and is feldom found
among
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among grafs. The plant itfelf is not very unlike that of
a Strawberry, but the leaves are larger.  Out of the center
of the plant fhoots a fingle ftalk, fomctimes to the height
of feven or eight inches, and cach plant only produces
one berry, which at fome diftance refembles 4 Strav.-
berry ; but on examination they have not that, conical
form ; and many of them are only compofed of three or
four lobes, while others confift of near twenty. The fla-
vour of this berry is far from unpleafing, and it i
eatcn by our people in confiderable quantities during the
feafon, (which is Auguft,) and, like all the other fruics
in thofe pa{ts, is {fuppofed to be wholefome, and a great

antifcorbutid

CurraNns, - both red and black, are comsuon about
@hurchill River, but the latter arc far more pl¢ntiful than
the former, and are very large,and fine. ‘The bufhes
on which thofe currans grow, frequently exceed three
fect in height, and generally thrive beft in thofe parts
that are moift but not fwampy. Small vallies between
the rocks, at fome little diftance from the woods, are
very favourable to them; and I have frequently obferved
that the fruit produced in thofe fituations is larger and
finer than that which is found.in the woods. Thofe
berrics have a very great effe& on fome people if eaten
in any confiderable quantities, by acting as a very ‘pow-
erful purgative, and in fome as an emetic at the fame

1M 2 time ;
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time; but if mixed with Cranberries, they never. have
that cfeé.

Juniger-pErriss are frequently found near the new
fettlement at Churchill River, but by no means in fuch
plenty as in the more Southern and interior parts of the
country, The buth they grow on is fo fimilar to the
creeping pine, that one hall of the Company’s fervants
refiding in Hudfon’s Bay do not know one from the other.
Like the Goofeberry buthes in thofe parts, the fruit is
always moft plentiful on the under-fide of the branches.
They are not much efteemed either by the Indjans or Eng-
lith, fo that the few that are made ufe of Are generally
infufed @ brandy, by way of making a cordial, which is
far from uppleafant *.

StrawBErRRIES +, and thofe of .a confiderable fize and
excellent flavour, are found as far North as Churchill
River ; and what is moft remarkable, ‘they are-frequently
known to be more plentiful in fuch placesashave formerly
been fet on fire. ‘This is not peculmr to the Strawberry,
but it is well known that in the interior parts-of the coun-
try, as well as at Albany and Moofe Forts, that  after

" Thy Indians call the, Juniper- berry Caw-¢aw-cue-sminick, or: the Crow-
berry. |

t Tlie Oteagh-minick of the Indians, 1 0/calles
rcfcrnb}cs a heart,
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the groand, or more properly the usider-wood and mofs,
have been fet on fire, that Rafpberry-bufhes and Hips have
fhot up in great numbers on {pogs where nothing of the
kind had ever been feen before. This is a phenomenon
that is not eafily accounted for; but it is more than pro-
bable that Nature wanted fome affiftance, .and the mofs
being all burnt away, not only admits the Sun to a& with
more power, but the heat of the fire muft, in fome mea-
fure, loofen the texture of the foil, fo as to admit the
plants to fhoot up, after having been deep-rooted for
many years without being able to force their way to the
furface.

Befides tht Berries already mentioned, there ire' three
others found'as far North as Churchill ; namely, what the
Indians call ¥he Eye-berry, and the other tw {'J.rc termed
Blue-berry and Partridge-berry by the Eng]i[ﬁ.

The Eve-serry grows much in the fame manner as the
Strawberry, and though {maller, is infinitely fuperior in
flavour. This berry is found in various fituations; but
near Churehill River they are moft plentiful in {fmall hol-
lows among the rocks, which are fituated fome diftance
from the woods ; but they are never known to gréw in
fwampy ground, and I never faw them fo plennfunn any
part of Hudfon’s Bay as about Churchill River.

The

453
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The BLue-BerryY is about the fize of a Hurtleberry,
and grows on bufhes which rife to eighteen inches or two
fcet, but in general are.much lower. They are feldom
ripe till September, at which time the leaves turn toa
beautiful red; and the fruit, though fmall, have as fine a
bloom as any plum, and are much efteemed for the plea-
fantnefs of their flavour.

The ParTrIDGE-BERRY is nearly as large as the Cranberry.
imported from Newfoundland, and though of a beautiful
tranfparentred, yet hasa difagreeable tafte. Thefo berries are
{eidom taken, either by the Indians or Englifhf and many
of the latter call them Poifon-berries, but fevfal birds are
fond of them. They grow clofe to the grolind, like the
Cranberry,\ and the plant that produces them is not very
unlike fi fage, either in fhape or colour, tbut has none
of its virtues,

I had nearly forgotten another {pecies of Berry, which is
found on the dry ridges at Churchill in confiderable num-
bers. In fize and colour they much refemble the Red
Curran, and grow on buthes fo much like the Creeping
Willow, that people of little obfervation fca.tcely kaow
the difftrence; particularly as all the fruit is on the un-
der-ffGe of the branches, and entirely hid by the leaves.
ber knew this Berry eaten but by a frolick{ome. 1!;1-
dian girl ; and as it had no ill effed, it is a proof it is

not
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not unwholefome, though exceedingly unpleafant to the
palate, and not much lefs fo to the {mell.

Hirs of a fmall fize, though but few in number, are
alfo found on the banks of Churchill River, at fome dif-
tance from the fea. But in the interior parts of the
country they are frequently found in fuch vaft quantities,
that at a diftance they make the {pots they grow on appear
perfe&tly red. In the interior parts of Hudfon’s Bay they
are as large as any I ever remember to have. feen, and
when ripe, have a moft delightful bloom ; but at that {ch-
fon there 1& fcarcely one in ten which has not a worm’in
it ; and the frequently a& as a ftrong purgative

With re{pe& to the fmaller produ&:ons f the vege-
table world, T am obliged to be in a great meafure ﬁlent
as the nature of my various occupations during my refi-
dence in this country gave me little leifure, and being
unacquainted with botany, I viewed with.inattention
things that were not of iffmediate ufe: the few which
follow are all thatlparticularly engaged my attention.

The Wisn-a-ca-pucca, which grows in moft parts of
this country, is faid by fome Authors to have gleat me-
dical virtues, applied, either inwardly as an alteratike, or
outwardly dried and pulverifed, to old fores and ‘gan-
grenes. 'The truth of this I much dbubt, and could

never
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never think it had the lealt medical quality. It is,. how-
ever, much ufed by the lower clafs of the Company’s
fervants as tea; and by fome is thought very pleafant.
But the flower is by far the moft delicate, and if gathered
at a proper time, and carefully dried in the fhade, will
retain its flavour for many years, and make a far more
pleafant beverage than the leaves. There are feveral
{pecies of this plant, of which fome of the leaves arc nearly
as large as that of the Creeping Willow, while others are
as fmall ang narrow as that of the Rofemary, and much
reéfenivles it in colour; but all the {pecies have/the fame

fn;‘éll and favour.

JackASuev-ruck.  This herb much refembles Creeping
Box; and {s only ufed, either by the Indiand or Englifh,
to mix th% tobacco, which makes it ﬁnaﬁ_‘;e mild and
pleafart ; and would, I am perfuaded, be very acceptable
to many {mokers in England.

Moss of various forts and colours is plentiful eﬁ.ougll
in moft parts of this country, -and is what the deer ufually
teed on.

Grags ol leveral kinds. is alfo. found in thofe parts,
and fme of it amazingly rapid of growth, particularly,
that Avhich is there called Rye-grafs, and which, in our
fhort Summer at-Churchill; frequently grows to the height

of
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of three feet. Another fpecies of Grafs, which is produced
in marfhes, and on the margins of lakes, ponds, and rivers,
is particalarly adapted for the fupport of the multitudes ‘of
the feathered creation which refort to thofe parts i Sum-
mer. The Marfh Grafs at Churchill is of that }icculi:u'
nature, that where it is mowed one year, no crop can be
procured the next Summer ; whereas at York Fort, though
the climate is not very diffcrent, they can get two crops,
or harvefts, from the fame {pot in onc Summer.  Vetches
are plentifyl in fome parts as far North as Churchill Rjver;
and Burrage | Sorrel, and Coltsfoot, may be ranked a3t
the ufeful pl nts. D111dLL011 is alfo plentiful at Churchilf,
and makes an icar] y falad, long before any thing can bc pro-
duced in the Lll‘d(.nb.

In fa@, n@twithftanding the Jlenath of the Winter,
the feverjty of the cold, and the great fearcity of vege-
tables at this Northern {ettlement, by proper attention to
cleanlinefs, and keeping the people at®reafonabie excercife,
I never had one man under me who had the leaft fymp-
toms of the fcurvy ; whereas at York Fort, Albany, and
Moofe River, there were almoft annual complaints that pne
half of the people were rendered incapable of duty. by /Ahat

greadful diforder.

I do not wifh to lay claim to any merit on this occatjon,
but I cannot help obferving that, during ‘ten years I frad

3 N the
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the command at Churchill River, only two men died of
that diftemper, though my complement at times amounted
in number to fifty-three,

Trecs. The Foreft Trees that grow on this inhofpitable fpot
are very few indeed ; Pine, Juniper, {fmall fcraggy Poplar,
Creeping Biich, and Dwarf Willows, compofe the whole
catalogue.  Farther Weftward the Birch Tree is very plen-

tiful ; and in the Athapufcow country, the Pines, Larch,

oplqr and Birch, grow to a great ﬁzc the Alder is

H6ound there.

THE END,
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