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Eng1ilh and Indians. It builds its 'Ileft in'. trees, exaCtly 
like that of the blackbird and thr'lih; lays f<;Jur blue 
egg' , but fcJdolll brings morc than .three young ones. 

I know of ollly one fort of WOOl;>-PECi ER. that frequents 
the remote Nor;hern parts,ofH,+dion's<Bay; and this is dif
tinguilhed by Mr. Pennant .by the =!IlC of the Golden 
Winged Bird; bu t .to. theS'lIl* W~tl;la!; ~ep utif u I f pecics of 
Wood-pecker with a .Iadet Cl~p~:is y,;ry frequent , The 
manner of life of this fpecics i~.~y ~like, always build
ing their Ilefts in holes in .trees; and feeding on worms 
and infeCts. They gencr!lUy have: from four to fix young 
at a time. They,are faid:J o, bc. very'. d~,!truCtive to fruit
trees that ~ .r,aifed in ga.r1i~': iq; the J IlOle Sbuthcrn part~ 
of America .; but ~he-~ank)f :tho(e .1w"uries in HuMol\' s 
Bay renders thtm'veq .harmlefsand.in\>lfeqilvc birds. The 
red ftarhers of thdargl:t;Cort,."wwch.{.cquent the interior 
and Southern ·part~. Qf., tbj: ~~y .. . fU"F, rnuFI,\, v.alufd. by (orne 
of the Indians, wh.o~~t their .pi~;#eo?~ '\)'i\h~h~m, 
and at times ufe them as -om~ments ·to their children's , .' .... ;' · t ~ ':, .- ' ,' ·'i"i · ; ", ... ~ ... , 

clothing. Neithci ,r;>f;I!b'!r~ tW.9Jpec~s h~~c m.enti<wed .ever 
migrate, but areconftail.i ·i.n1)a~\tlWtG of,; the .llijfe~c1);t cli
mates in which they are found. . , . 

. , .,. "' ),: -•. . , ... , :- ..... , ->,.. 
There areJeveral~e,cies of G~OtJS,E ' in fbe 'diWqeiJ.t 

. , '. . .. .~ • ' '; ~ '" - ~ ,". .~.- ~ ' r- ~ • .• • •• . ~, 

parts (If:.:fIudfpn's B~r.;-pu~;~ ~L~ I¥geft; all9'~~e . 
of them the .moil .bea:~t,ituI, never '.'reach fa far~oith 

-:. ~, 
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as the latitude 59°: but as I have {cen them In great 
plenty near Cumberland Houfe, I fhall take the liberty 
to defcribe them. 

The R UFFE D GR OUSE . This is the moll: beautiful of 
all that arc c1alfed under that name. They arc of a ddi
cate brown, prettily variegated with black and white.: 
tail brgc and long, like that of a hawk, which is u["all y 
of an orange-colour, beautifully barred with black, cho
colate, and white ; and " the tail is frequcntly cxplndcd 
.like a fan. T o add to their beaut y, they hal'e a nlfr o[ 
glofly black feathers, richly tinged with purple round the 
neck, whic~ they can erect at pleafure: tiJis thcy fre 
quently do, but more particularly fa when they li)fead 
their long tail , which gives them a noble appearance, In 
lize they exceed a partridge, but are inferior to 'a phealilllt. 
In Winter they are uftlally fouAd 'perched on the branches 
of the pine-trees; and in ·that {cafon are fa tame as to be 
calilyapproached, and of colltfo readily fuot. ' . 

They always make their nell:s on the ground, generall y 
at the tOOt of a tree, 'and Jay to the number of twelve or 
fourteen eggs. It fame of the Southern parts of America 
(evera! attempts have been made):o tame · thofc beautiful 
birds, .. by taking:their eggs and hatching them under do 
m~c hens, but it was ne,'cr crowned " 'ith fncecfs ; for 
when .but a few days old, they always make their cfcape 
into rhe ·woods, where they 'probably pic.k "I' a fublift-

" i!Ilce. Their Adh is ddie~tcly white and fi rm, and 
lhough 

-407 

T Ilt' R uiT;,:,.) 
Grude. 



:;harp. t ~ikd 
(i: uu(,,:. 

A JOURNEY TO TH!: 

though they arc fe1dom fat, they are always good eating, . 
and are generally eftemed beft when larded and roafted, or 
nicely boiled with a bit of bacon. 

There is fomething very remarkable in thofe birds, and 
I believe peculiar to themfelves, which is that of clap
ping their wings with fueh a force, that at half a mile 
ciill:ance it refembles thunder: I have frequently heard 
them make that noire near Cumberland Houfe in the 
month of May, but it was always before Sun-rife, and 
a little :trter Sun-fet. It is faw by Mr. Barton and 
Le Hontan, that they never dal' in this manner but in 
the Spring and Fall, and I mull: acknowledge that I never 
heard them in Winter, though I have ki!led many of 
,them in that feafon. The indians informed me they never 
make that noife butwhenfeeding, which is very probable; 
for it is notoriolllly known that ·all the fpecies of Groufll 
feed very early in the mornings, and late in the afternoons. 
This fpecies is' called by forne of the Indians bordering on 
Hudfou's .Bay, Pus-pus-kee, and hy' others Pu6-pus~cue. 

SHAltP-T.HLBD GROUS~ Or, as they are called in HtK!
fon 's Bay, Pheafant. Thofe birds are always found in the 
Southern parts of the !lay, are very plentifuHn the inte
rior parts of the country, and in fome ,Winters a few 'Of 
them are /hot at York Fart, but never reach fo far North·as 
Churchill. In colour they are not very unlike that of the 
Englifh hen pht:afant; but the tail is /hort and pointed, 
like that : of the common .duck; 'and there is no perceiv-

able 
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able dillc'renee in plumage between the male and {emo' ''' 
When fuJI-grown, and in good C011ditioll . tiH,:Y fn:qucntl >' 
weigh two pounds, and t hough the tldh is dar k, yet ;'. 
is juicy, and always dlccmed good eating, partic :l. ~ r; y 
when larded and roafted . In Summer they i~'I.:(! oa berrie" 
and in Winter on the tops of the dwarf bircil '"H.I the buds 
of the poplar. 111 the Fall they are tokrab~ )' u ta'." , but 
ill the revere cold nlorc D1Y; frequently perc il Oil the top:-. 

of the highdl poplars, out of moderate gun-Gmt, 'lIltl 
will not fuHer a ncar approach, They [ometimc; , when 
dilturbed in this lituation, dive into the fnow; but the 
fportlinan is equally baulkcd in his expcetatiuns, as tIley 
("rcc thei r way 10 faft under it as to raiktl.ight many yards 
dilhtnt from' the place ther entered, and very fre'1ucntly 
in a different direction to that from which the li,orr f,mn 
expeCts *. They, like the other fpeeies of. grollJc, make 
their ncJ1:s on the ground, and 'Iay from ten to thirteen 
eggs. Like the Rufted G.roufc, they arc not to be tamed, 
as many trials have been made at York Fort, bu t IVitbont 
fueeefs; for though they never made their efell''' ' y~t they 
always died, probably J,)t" the want of proper J'''ld; i';r 
the hens that hatebcd t h~m were c,!u:rJly 10Jld of them, '" 
they could poJlibly have been h:H! they been the produce 
oj thei r own eggs. This fpccics of Groll!;; is ,",Ikd hy 

.the S (ll.l t:llTll Ind ians Aw-ki s-cow. 

The 
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The WOOD PARTRIDGES have acquired that name in 
I-luMon's Bay from their always frequenting d"", forefts 
of pines and fir; and in Winter feeding on the brulh of 
thor" trees, though they arc fondell:. of the latter. This 
(pecics of Groufe is inferior in {LZe and beauty to the 
Ruffed, yet may be called a handfome bird; the plumage 
being of a h:mdfoOle brown,ek-gandy fpotred wicl1 white 
and black. · The tail is ~, and tipped with orange; and 
the legs are warm.!y covered with {bort feathers, but the 
feet are naked. They are . generally in the extreme with 
refpeCt to [hynefs; fOmetimes 'not j:uifering a· man to come 
within two gun-Ihots, ·and 'at 'Othen; 10. , tame that the 
fpartfman may kill five or fill: out Gf ooe tree without 

• 
Ihifting his lb.tion. TMy ;~ kl:n MI.{ome y~ars in con-
fiderable numbers near York .Fort,· ! 'They -a<e very fcarcc at 
Churchill, ' though OIunerous in the interior parts, parti
tularlyon the boroosohhe Athapukow.{lldiall.country, 
where I have feen my lruiianCOQlJlaDioslO killlnallY of them 
with blunt-headed arrow,J. In Wiater,. thde. B.eih is 
l?lack, hard, and bitter, probabl¥ ow~g to 'the relinous 
quality of their food '<luring that £eafOR; but this is not 
obferved in the rabbits, though·they feed exatily in the 
farne manner in ,Witlter: on the contrary, . their .Be/h ... ~s 
ell:eemed more del1care than that of the. Englifh rabb~. 
The Southern Indians call this fpecics DfPartridge, Mifuclt.
a-pethow .; and the Northern Indiall5 ull it, Day. 

The 
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The WILLOW PARTRIDGES have a thong black bill, with 
fcarlet eye-brows, very large and beautiful in the ·male, but 
leCs confpicuolls in the female. In Slimmer tl!cy arc brown, 
elegantly barred and mottled with orange, white, and 
black; and at that fcafon the males are very proud and 
handfomc, but the females arc leCs beautiful, being of one 
univerfal brown. As the Fan advances they change to a 
delicate white, except fourteen black feathers in the tail. 
which are a~fo . tipped with white; and their legs and feet, 
quite down to the nails, are warmly covered with feathers. 
In the Ia.tter end of September and beginaing of October 
they gather ill flocks of forne hundreds, and proceed from 
the open plains and barren grounds, (where they ufually 
breed, ) to the woods and brulh-willows, wher;: they hord 
together ina fi:<Lteof fociety, till difperfed by their com
mon enemies, the hawk.&, or hunters. They arc by far the 
moll: Ilumereus of any of the GroMc fpecies that are found 
in Hudfon'·s nay; . and in fome places, when permitted to 
remain undilturbed for a confiderable time, tl1eir number 
i. frequently fo great, as .lmoO: to exceed credibility. I 
iliall by no llJeans . exceed truth, · if I all:ert that I have (ecn 
upward of. four hundre9 in one flock near ChurchiJl. River; 
but the greateA: nUlllber I ever fa~ was on the North /ide 
.of ·Port N<;l-k'11 River, when returning with a packd in 
Match one thotif.~nd !even hundred and lixty-cight: at 

.wat time I raw thoufands flying to the North. and the 
.whole furface of the fnow f~'Cmed to be in. motion by t!tofe 
that 'were feeding on the tops of the ilion wil\ows. Sir 

3 G 2 Thomas 
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Thomas Button mentions, that when he wintered in Port 
Nclfon River in one thouCtnd lix hundred and- twelve, 
his crew killed eighteen hundred dozen of thoCe birds, 
which ' I hal'c no rcaCon to doubt; and Mr. Jcremic, for
merly Governor at York Fort, when that place was in the 
polfdlion of the French, and then called Fort Bourbon, 
alferts, that he and feventy-nine others eat no leCs than 
ninety thoufand partridges and twenty-five thou land hares 
in the courfe "f one Winter; which, · confidering the 
quantity of vcni[on, gC,efe, ducks, &e. enumerated in his 
account, that were killed that year, makes the number fo 
great, that it is fcarcely poffible to conceive what eighty 
men could do with them; for on calculation, ,ninety thou
fand partridges and twenty ·live thoufand hares divided by 
eighty, amounts to no lef. thall one moufand one hundred 
and twenty-live partridges, and three hundred and twelve 
hares per man. This is' by far · too great a quantity, par~ 
ticularly when 'it is conftdered that ~either partridges nor 
hares are ih feafon, or can be procured . in any ' numbers,. 
more than [even mo~tru in the' year. Forty thoufitnd par. 
tridges and five thoafand hares would, I think, be much 
nearer the truth, and will be found, on calculation, to be 
ample provi/ion for eighty men for kven months, excluftve 
of any change. The common weight of th",,/e birds 1& 
from eighteen to twenty-two ounces whel1 'lirll killed; 
there are fome few that are nearly that weight whert, 
fit fer the fpit, .but they are [0 [carce as by no mean9'to 
fcrvc as a itandard; and as they always hord with the ~om~ 

mon 
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man' lize, there is no room to fufpeCt them of another 
fpecies.' As all thofe over-grown partridges are notorioully 
known to be males, it is more than probable that they arc 
imperfeCt, and grow large and fat like capons ; and every 
one that has had an opportunity of tafting thofe large 
partridges, will readily allow that they excel the common 
fort as much in flavour as they do in lize. It is remarked 
in thofe birds, as well as the Rock Partridge, that they arc 
provided with additional clothing, as it may be called; 
for every feather, from the largeft to the fmallefi, except 
the quills and tail, arc all double. The under-feather is 
foft and downy, !hooting from the !haft of the larger; 
and is wond~rfully adapted to their lituation, as they not 
onlv hrave the coldeft Winters, but the fpecies now under 
conlidcration always burrow under the [now at nights, and 
at day-light come forth to feed. . In Winter they arc al
ways found to frequent the banks of rivers and crccks, 
the lides of lakes an~ ponds, and the plains which abound 
with dwarf willows; for it is on tN: buds and tops of that 
tree they always feed during the Winter. In Summer they 
eat berries and fmall herbage. Their food in Winter being 
jO dry and har!h, makes it necdTary for them to fwallow 
a conGderable quantity of gravel to promote digeftion; 
but the great depth of 1i1OW renders it very fcarce during 
that feafoll. The Indians having conlidered this point, 
invented the method now in ufe among the Engliih, of 
altching them in nets by means of that limple allurement, 
a heap of gravel. The nets for this purpofc are from eight 

to 

4 13 



A JOURNEY TO l'HE 

to twelve feet fquare, and are firetched in n frame of 
wood, and ufually fet on the ice of rivers, creeks,' ponds, 
and Jakes, about one hundred yards from tI,e willows, 
but in fame utuations not half that difiance. Under the 
center of the net a heap of fnow is thrown up to the uze 
of one or two bulhels, and when well packed is covered 
with gravel. To fet the nets, when thus prepared, re
quires no other trouble than lifting up one fide of the 
frame, and fupporting it with two [mall props, about four 
feet long: a line is fafiened to thofe props, and the other 
end being conveyed to the neighbouring willows, is always 
[0 contrived that a man can get to .it without being leen 
by the birds under the net.. When every ~hing is thus 
prepared, the bunters bave nothing to do but go into the 
adjacent willows and Woods, and when tbey Il:art game, 
endeavour to drive them into the net, which at times i • 

• 
no hard talle, as tbey frequently run before them like 
chickens; and' fometinIes · require nq wiving, for as foon 
as they fe~ the black beap of gravel oil the white {now 
they Ii y {height towards it. The hunter then goes to the 
end of the line to watch their motions" and when he fees 
there are as m~ny aboUt the gravel as the net can cover, 
or as many as are likely ·to go under at that time, with a 
fudden pull he hawls down the /lake" and the net -falls 
horizontally on the fnow, and cnclofcs .~he greatell: part of 
the birds that arc under it. The hunter then runs to the 
net as foon as 'pollible, and kills all the birds by. .biting 
them at the .back of the head. He then fets up the nct, 

takes 
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takes away all the ·dead game, and repeats the operation 
as often as he pleafes, or as long as the birds are in good 
humour. fiy this limple contrivance I have known up
wards of three hundred partridges caught in one morning 
by three perfons; and a much greater number might have 
been procured had it been thought necolfary . Early in 
the morning, jufi at break of day, and early in the after
noon, is the ben time for this fport. It is common to get 
from thirty to feventy at one hawl; .and in the Winter of 
one thoufand [evell hundred and eighty-lix, Mr. Prince, 
then Mafier ofa 11001' at Churchill River, adually caught 
two R-ulldredand. four.at tWG hawls . They are by no 
means equally plentiful every year; for in fome Winters 
I have kno~n them [0 karce, that it was impoffible to 

catch any in nets,and all that could. be procured with the 
gun WGlo1ldhafdly a/fGrd one day's allowance per week 
to the ·men during the feafon;' but in the Winter one 
thoufand leven hundred and eighty-five, th'ey were fo plen
.tiful near ChuwhiU', and fuch numbers were' brought to 
rhe FaCtory, ·that I gave upward of two thoufand to the 
hogs. In the latter; end of March, or the beginning of 
April, thofe birds begin to change from white to their 
beautiful Summer· plumage, and. the lirll: brown feathers 
lllakc their appearance on the neck *, and by degrees 

fpread 

Mr. Dragge obftrves, in his North \Veil_ ~alfage\ that when the par
,fridge's'begill. to change colour, the firft brown futhtrs appear in the rump .. 
hut-th~s ' is fa (ar from being a general rule, thit an experienced Hudfoni:m 
muft fmile at rhe.ici('a. That Mr. Dl1I gge never faw an inftance"of this kind 
I will not fay, but when Nature devilttes fo far from its ufuhl courfe, ic is 

undoubttdly 
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fpread over the whole body; but their Summer drefs is 
feldom complete till July. The feathers of th~fe birds 
make excellent beds, and as they are the perquilite of the 
hunters, are ufually fold to the Captains and Matcs of 
the Company' fhips, at the eafy Jate of three pence per 
pound. 

ROCK PAR1'RJl)CES. This fpecies of Groufe are in 
Winter of the fame colour as the former, but inferior in 
lize; being in general not more than two- thirds of the 
weight. They have a black line from the bill to the eye, 
and differ in nature and manner from the Willow Par
tridge. They never frequent the woods or }Villows, but 
brave the feverell: cold on the open plains. They always 
feed on the .buds and tops of the dwarf birch, and after this 
repaft, generally lit on t~e high ridges of fnow, with their 
heads to wind~ard. They are never caught in nets, like 
the Willa,,: Partridge; for when in \fant of gravel, their 
bill. are of fuch an amazing firength, that they pick a fuf
ficient quantity out of the rocks. Belide, being fa much 
inferior in lize to the former fpecies, their flefh is by no 
mcans fo good, being black, hard, and bitter. They arc 
ill general, like the Wood Partridge, either exceeding wild 
or very tame; and when in the latter humour, I have 

undoubtedly owing to fome accidC'nt; and nothing is more likdy than that th~ 
feathers of the bird Mr. Dragge had examined, had been ftruck off by a "hawk; 
and as the uTual {caron for changing their plumage was ntar. tht- Sl}mmer 
feathers fiJPpliC'd their place, for out of the many hundreds of thoufands thac 
I have rem killed. I never faw or heard o( a fimilar inftance. 

known 
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known one man kjlJ.,one 'hundred and twenty in a few 
hours; for as they. ufually keep in large Hocks, the fportf
men 'can frequently kill fix or eight at a /hot. Thefe, 
Iike 'the, Willow Partridge, change their plumage in Sum
mer to a beautiful fpeckled brown; and at that fcafon are 
fa hardy, that, unlefs /hot in the head or vitals, they will 
flyaway with the greaten quantity of {hot of any bird I 
know. They difpavcr great fondnefs for their young; for 
during ·the time of .incubation, they wiUJrequently fuffer 
themfelves to be taken by hand off tJleir ~gs ", Pigeons 
of.a [mall Jize, not larger . than a tArp/h, are in fome 
su.titlners f<>und as ,far, Notthas.,Chl/rchill River. Tile 
bill is of.a· &/hccolour, legs~ed, and~he greatell: part of 

• the plumage of a light .lilac ,or blu/h. In the interior 
pM'ts of tQe epuntry ,they Hy in large Hock,s, and perch 
~ thtt ~plllf '~~ ,in {llch nu~bers tha~ , l' have feen 
twdve 'of. ,th!:m .ikin~ at one . /hot~ " They ~fually feed on 

, • . acucks the bifds ,already t:nentioned,. which form a conttant dUh at .our 
tables In Hudfon's Bay~ ' during 'rheir"itfpetiive ~afonsJ Mr. Jerome iJrerts, 
tflat ~\iting the t1~'he wa. Governor at Yark Fort, the buftard ,was common. 
Butfl\l<e ,,~h~x~ "'<ldi.Cr~<I,!.!-,p. to the Englifh ,atth",peace of Utr~cht 
in: ~ ;J7 ~~~ , ~-(j;(~:;~o,~~l'~~:.j%~nts ~.;v~. evct.fe~~ one o~ chafe birds: 
liP, poe"it . ~p~ar by ,an ' tpo )'O\Iniahnow.,n the palr.llionof the Hudfon', 
:"''1 j::ompa;'y; '\lil,.nji'todh:hiI1I, ..... \tvl:r tOcn' i.the: .",otHonthern parts of 
_:I\li)'"lnuo.~t~.r.;~!';ro*F,*", which;, in.!l'< ,Jat,ill,!destNorth; fa rhat 
"'~p."f,~r~or, or .~ ;witfuJ . ~c:fi~ · ~O minea~, niu~~.vc taken place. Ind~~d~': 

. -~~~,~of, t11~ ·country lm~tdla[ely -where . he r~fi4ed, ~ the produaions 
·d"af.'·.)fd:.f(j:efrotu:ouOy ftatea· ..... l~ ·'"def(!r.v~ . no' ~®.ce. : Hl$-,-collc.lIDl~J ·D.~ le 

" P&1!i~~, :.a1i'~rb' iiic' eXiltenceof thebuftard m'th.fe.part .. and wi»l an, eq",1 
' ~;;" ltUth " , 
·t""'''~~' ' · 3 H ' pOplar 
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~'lar buds, and are ' good eating, .though fdoom fat. 
ey htiild their nell. ill trees, the fame as the Wood 

Pigeons do; never lay but. two eggs, and are very 'fcarce 
Ilear the fea-coaR in the Northern parts of Hudfon's Bay. 

The RED-BREAST ED THRU SHES, commonly called in 
Hudfon's Bay the Red Birds, but by fome the Black Birds, 
on account of th~ir note, and by others the American 
Fieldfares ufually make their appearance at Churchill River 
about the middk of May, build their nefts of mud, like 
the Englilh Thrulh, and lay four beautiful blue eggs. 
They have a very loud and pleaflllg note, which they ge
nerally exercife moft in the mornings and evenings, when 
perched on fome lofty tree· near their nell:; but when t4_ 
young can fly they are fili:nt; 'aJid niigrate to the South 
early in the Fall. They 'are'by no means ~me~ous, aud 
are generally reen in 'paH:~; they are never fought after as 
an artiCle of f"t'Xi, but when ' killed by the Indian boys, 
are, ell:eelDl!d good eating; 'though , ~ey al'l\'ays Ceell .on 
worms 'and infeCts, 

•• 1 •• ' _ • 

GROSBE~Jt. There ga{llirds viut Churchill River .in 
fOrne years fo eatly,as t~latterend , of.March; but are bY, 

no riieans" pl~ti~l!l). tnc;y ~~: a~ways /e~n , ~,~~s~ ll~~ 
generally feed on tbe bwk, of ·th,e }'ORl~ ~p willoW. 

,'. - " - ,., , , , /. . , .' ,'." "" , 
T.~e male, is 'In, Croft .~.r,t8 ~;f its ,pl~~ ,?t <i ¥a,IJ~~f~ 
cnmfon, bu~ t~e female ofjl d~~U'tl,gteen. }~}I/fE1 
they much' reremble the 'En&~ bul11inch, but are, ne:!.r 

double 
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double their lize. They build their nefts in trees, [ome
times not far fiotQ. the ground; lay four white eggs, a~ 
always Katch the:fih in June. They are [aid to have a 
plealing note in Spring, though I never heard ir, and arc 
known to ' retire to the South early in the Fall. The 
Engliih reliding in HuMon's Bay generally call rhis bird 
the American Red Bird. 

SNOW BUNTINGS, univerfally known in Hudfon's Bay by Snow 

the name of the Snow Birds, and in the Iiles of Orkney by B,nting, 

the name of Snow Flakes, from their viliting thofe parts 
in fueh numbers as to devour the grain 2$ foon as fown, 
in ' fome years are fo deftrucnve as to oblige the fanner 
to fow his fields a fccond; and occalionally a third time. 
Thefe birds make ' tlicir appearance at the Northern fettle-
ments in the Bay about the latter end of May;, or begin-
ning of April; when they are vfry far, and not infe-
rior in flavour to an ortolan. On their firft arrival they 

. . 
~nerally feed on grafs-[eeds, and are fond .... of frequenting 
dunghills. At that time they are eMily cauglit in great 
numbers under a net baited with groats or oatmeal; but 
as the Sum!Iler advances, they feed much on worms, 
and are then not fo much efteemed. They fometimcs 
fly in {uch wge /locks~ . tha,t I , lJave killed. upwards of 
tWenty at · ooe lhot, 'atid have known :others who have 
lciDed d001>le tliat num1>er. ' IIi the Spring their plumage' 
itPkt'titY Variegated, black and white; but their Summer 
~s may becaI1ed elegimt, though not ,gay. J'hey Ih'e 
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long in confinement, have naturaliy a pleafing note, and 
,whm in company with Canary birds ,foonimitate their 
fong. I have kept many of thenl t ..... gesio \the fame 
room with Canary birds, and always found they fung in 
\"Iinter as well as. in Summer; but even ... in confinement 
they change their plumage accordingw .the lCafon,-the fame 
as in a wild fiate. This fpecies of bird [cem fond of the 
colden regions, for as the Spring advances they fly 10 far 
North that . th,dr breeding-p_!a~q. ¥,e . not known to the 
inhabi.tants of Hudfon's.;Bay, .In Autumn they return to 
the South in large flocks, and are frequently /hot in con
fiderable numbers merely as a .delicacy ;at that feafon, 
however, they are 'by no means fo -good as. when they firft 
make their appearance. in .sp.ring • 

. WHlTE-CIlOIVN'En flUNTING. This [pecies is inferior in 
fize to the fonnq, and felqom, make their app~rance . liIl 

. . ..' ,. 
]Unl'. : They breed. in . molt parts .of thi: Bay. always 
make their nMls on the ,ground, . at !he ~oot of a dwarf 
willov.: ~~ a g~febcJ;.ry;~bu~ . . ; I?11;ff.!lS m~~ the~J'O!J1lg 
are in a callow fiat.e ~heypay,~ a dc;lightI~l,.nqtc, ~ut:;s 
Coon as they are H~dged th~1 becoineJilent., and relire to. 
t?e ?0l!-~ ellfly in SeptemI;>~r. . 
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feeds but at tbe approach of Summer it fli es Hill "lrther 
North to breed. A variety of this bird is alfo common, 
and· is !.kautifully marked with a red forehead and brea!1:. 
It is moft common in the Spring, and frequently caught 
in nets let for the Snow Bunting; and when kept in cage, 
has a .pleafing note, but feldom lives long in confinement, 
though it generally dies very fat. 

LARKS of a pretty variegated colour frequcllt thofe parie. L "b. 

in Summer, and always make their appearance in. May ; 
build their nefts on the ground, ufually by the fide of. a 
ftone at the root of a fmaIl bulb, lay four fpeckled eggs, 
and bring forth their young in June. At their lirfi ar-
rival, and tilJ the young can fly, the male is in full fang;. 
and, like the tley-lark, foars to. a great height, and gellc-
rally defcends. in a perpendicular direCtion nC<1\" their nell. 
Their note ,is ·Ioud and agreeable •• but contifis of little va-
riety ,and as foon as the young can fly theY"become til,·nt. 
and retire to the SO\lthward early in the Fall. They are 
impatient of confinement, never f~ in that' ftate, and 

fddam live long; 

Th~TITlIIOUSa is ufually.ci1b:d in,Hudfon's .Bay, Blaek- T;",,,,w 

cap. Thisdiminutivebirdbrave~the coldeft Winte~, and 
cilltmg that [cafon feeds on the feeds oflpng rye-gruiS, but 
lW'.s\i1D,fnet 6n' lnfcds'and , berrics~ · The Southern Indians 
<t'Mftlil~:biYd' Kifs-kifs-hefllisi frema twittering noife they 
'.'1:~ .;Whkh much tefembleuhatwotd it'l. folin,d. 

SWALLO '.'':'-; 
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SWALLOWS viiit thefeparts inconiiderable numbers in 
'Summer, and are very domellic; building their neft. in 
ncce/faries, fiables, and oth~r out-offices that :iIoe much 
frequented. They feldom make · their appearance at 
Churchill River till June, and retire 'South early.in Augull. 
They, like the European Swallow, 'pther in :Iarge flocks 
on the day of their departure, make feveral revolutions 
round the breeding-places, and thpl take their leave till 
the next year. ' I do not reoollea tE) 'have ken any of thofe 
birds to the North of Seal River. 

MART""S a1fc vifit Hudfon's &.1 in grCilt numbers, but 
feldom [a far North as Churchill River. They ufually 
make their nefu in holes~ed in the fleep banks of 
rivers.; and, like the Swallow" lay fouT or live fpeckled 
eggs; and ,retire Southward in Auguft. At the North
ern fettlements they are ,by no ' means , fa domeftic as the 
Swallow. 
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t1i.inly befet with black brift)e,;, and the legs are large and 
black. Ii 'ufually frequents open fwamps, the /ides of rivers, 
and the margins of lakes and ponds, feeds on . frogs and 
[mall , Sib, and eJleemed. good eating. The wing-bones 
of th.s bird ·are fo long and large, that I have known 
them ' made into autes with tolerable [ucecfs. It [eldom. 
has man; than twO y-Ou·rw;,. and. retires Southward early in . 
the F~. 

The BaowN GRAN·E. This {pecie • .is far inferior in /ize to 
the former, being k:loomthrec; f.eet .and. a haif in length, and 
on an · a.verage not weighing kven pounds. . Their haunts 
and manner of life are nearly the fame as that of the Hoop
ing Crane, and they never . ha~ more than two young, 
and thofe (eldom fly till September. They are.found far
the, ~or~h: t/wl· the form,cr,>for .. i have killed fever~l of 
them on Marble malld, and have ken thcrp on the Con
tinent a. high as tl:ij: latitude 65°. They. are; generaliy 
e~med good.·tating, and, ' f.om tl,.,."Iorm. of the body 
~t Iils' ·.the: fpit; -they acquire the name of the North . 
W~.T1I,k~ •.. ; 'Eherc' is ,", circumftance rcfpetl:ing this 
bitd ·tqat i& VcrYfpClCuliaE,., ; lwhich i., .thar . the gizard i. 
l:+tF tlian.t,'Ofill. ~:Ud remarkably (0' in the ymmg 
bir\i .. ' ·, !.l'Jle '~wn'(ll.ann-aref{eq~ently feen in , hot calm . 
da~.; _:IDattam.wlig}leialit! a1i¥ays.flying in ~ircles, . 
tij~. ·t~y :hin tlmofi' ·out uCll.ght, yet thm note 
ie,~. Jhat.,thefportfmml before he lees theiT /itu:t
tioity:'dftcll faneies they are very ncar him. They vi/it 

JI'lJdfon 's 
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Hudfon's Bay in far greater numbers than ,the IOrtner, :and 
are very good eating. 

Diu,,,,;, BITTERNS arc common at York Fort iiiStl!rlilier, 'but 
arc feldom found fo far North asChurchm Rivet: 1 have 
feen t~o fpecies of this bird '; ' fome having' ulh:cofoured 
kgs, others with beautiful grafs:grcen, legs, and very gay 
plumage. They always frequent marlhes and {wamps, 
affo the banks of rivers that abound wIth reeds and long 
grafs. They generally feed on infefu that are bred in the 
water, and probably on fmall frogs;' anQthough feldom fat, 
they are generalJy good eating. They are 'by ho means nu
merous even at York Fort, nor in faCl in the moftSouthern 
J)arts of the Bay that I have viiited. 

C"d,w, CUl'LEWS. There 3(e ,. t~o fpecies pf this bird which 
frequent the"coafis of , lfu4rc?~'(naSr"lngreat numbers 
during SUlDme~, ~nd brt+.dina1r'p~ts of it aR £;.r North 
as the latitude 72";- the .. j~r~~;of thisipeda ' ii ~~fiin
guilhed by, that .gr;eat N~tl!rlllifl: Mt. 'Pennant, by"the 

' • . ". ., , l .,f • • 

name of the Efquiniaux Cut!ew; ' THey always keep 'n-ear 
the fea <;oafl:; attend the e9bi,n~ ~f the tide; aq,d are fre
quently found at . low-water:'mark in : ~t' nUIIi!>Q-S, 

. ~ •. .. ~ ... ' ~}!' . r ·- ...... ~~ 

where .they feed, qn ~~e .. iR[~C:~;~~Ii~~~.~~{:'~.~,.!if t1te 
fld~s of ,itolles 10 ,gre~t ,1'Ie~ty l ,;~~t~~~~~::~~c; . ~ey 
reure to the dry ridges, and watt t'ber(cl&lllig I:Jtrl'ie'¥1de. 
They By ~ll:ea'dj ~ llw~'k/iIJl;~k ';fu a;wliiJH~'diat 
refcmbles their note; lay 'long :~n 'tiidr wings, and 'area 

moil 
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moll: excellent /hot, and at times are delicious "ating. 
The ot~er [pecies of Curlew are in colour and !hape ex·· 
acHy like the former, though inferior in fi ze, and differ in 
tQ.eir manner of life, as they never frequent the water's
edge, bur always keep among the rocks and dry ridges, 
and feed on berries and fmall infeds. The fle!h of thi, 
bird is generally more ell:eemed th:111 that of the former, 
but they are by no m~'llns fa numerous. This [pecies of 
Curlew are feldom found farther North than Egg River. 

JACIt SNIPES. Thofe birds vifit Hudfo.n·s Bay in Sum
mer in confiderable numbers, but are feldom [een to the 
North of Whale Cove. They do not'arrive till the ice of 
the rivers is 'broke up, and they retire to the South early in 
the Fall. During their fiay, they always frequent mar!he. 
neaf the fea !;oaft, and the /hores of great river~. - In man
ner and B.ight they exaaly re[e'lnble the European Jack 
Snipe; and when on the wing, fly at [u<;h/a diftance from 
each other, that it' is but feldom.t~,1 beft fportfman.can 
{1Ft .• more than one or two at a /hot. Their fldh is by 
I¥> ~do delicate as. that· of the Englifh Snipe. 

~ ' . . 
.. R~~ GqD'" A~n, ufually called at the Northern fcttle
~s .~Ilu,o;lfon:s. Sar~ Plovers: Thofe birds vi{it the· 
~9f. ~t pa.rt llH~4'1 )ar~/iocks" and u{ually frequc:nt 
tAc o ~s: and tM JUal'gias or 'pOnds.. They alfo' fre
'ilIfil.*~~elld the . ti41? .lil<~ the Efql\imaux Curlews; 
fly .down to 10w~w.a.ter..mafk, and feed on a fman fifh. 

3 I not 
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not lIluch unlike a lhrimpi but as the tide /lows, they ~re 
to the marlhes. They : ily in fuch large flocks, and fo 
c10fe to each other-, that I have. often . kitled'Upwards of 
t wch·c at one Ihot; and .Mr. Atkinron, long' refident at 
York Fort, actually killed reventy-two at , one .'/hot; but 
that was. when the bird, were ,fitting. Neat Churchill 
River they are feldom fat, though -tolerably flelhy, and 
are generally good eating. ; "They ufually weigh from ten 
to thirteen ounces; dre fcm3Je is always larger than the 
male, and differs in colour, being of a much lighter brown. 
They retire to the South long before . the froft com
mences; yet I ha~ {em thiebird as far North as the 
latitude 71° 50'. 

SPOl',TI!D (70DWAS,., koowl'I:in 'Hudfon's -Bay by the 
name of Yeilaw Legs. This·bird alfo vilits . that country 
in coruiderable nu~berl,iJut mere fo in the i~or' parts; 
and ufuallyfrequrmtathe' iat muddY binks:of' ri~rs; · In 
Summer it.is genCl\;!!!r vtIry _poor, b~t latcitt 'f"e Fall 
is, as it may be called, one"IUmp;,'or fat. This ·bird, 
with many ·others of tM'.iriiil*tC:iry .tJ'ibc,.-I ~w · m;/oCOIl
fiderable numbers as far Noothas the latitude" i· S+', and 
at Yark Fort I have kcQowil tbem.lbot fe' late ·otLe' latter 
wd of October: at whidh ~ tIiiT. ah) ui~:pa~ · 
pcrfetnon, and mofr deiitiO\li, atirij, ' iniwe :tiIIJ~~ : 
10 when put; mto a bit of pd\t~;;":~.<,\'h 8p~ :. 
dumpling; for ip (aa _ they ,~ga~~tt, ti:!o. ~~~"tMt 
feafon to be carel} eithet,roaftd ,. ~;- , . 

HUlIDAJ. 
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. . HEBRIDAL SANDPIPERS, but more commonly known in 
Hudfon'. Bay by the Name of Whale Birds, on account 
of-t.Jwit' feeding Qn the carcafes of thofe animals which fre
quently tte on the {horei, alfo 011 maggots that are produced 
in thcmby fiy-blows. Thefe birds frequent thofe pam 
in confiderable numbers, and always keep near the margin 
of the fea . . They may, . in (aa, .. ,be called beautiful birds, 
though notgay in their plumage; they are ufually very fat, 
but even when /irft killed they fmell and tafte fo much 
like train-oil as 'to render them by no means pleafi.ng to 
the palate, yet they are frequently eaten by the Com
pany·sIervants. · As th~ 'Swnmer advances they fly fo far 
North of Churchill River, that their breeding-places are 
not known, 'hough they remain at that part till the be
ginning of July, and return early in the Fall. They 
are br no means large: birlls, as ,they feldom weigh four 
ounces" , J:~e bill .~ black, plumage .prettily variegated 
bl~ck and wh.!te, aJ;I4 the l~s a1l'i feetal)!"6f a beautiful 
orange colour . , 

,,'pl£IHll,~t1c(:mlmooJr\ call!!d· Hawk's .Eyes, from their 
wa,tchful~f~ ~~vent a~t.approach when fitting. When 
tbefe birdS; ~e: 0!1 \ the ~n~t,bey fly very fwift and irregu-
14!:~ .~tic!lJ.ru:ly ,"(ben.ftpgle or -in hnall Bocks: At Church
ill J!i~;'*fY 3{e by .\iIltll)eam. ~umerous, but I have feen 
t4~'W /u,ch.large .aqck~at ¥prk ·For.t in the Fall of' om: 

, .' -" , . ' . . 
". " ~"Th~'t~y ~bITetpb'rut ;With the, bird d("fcri~d by ·l\.'1 r. PCAU:lPt, eXCl!pt 

,hac they are much Iongot'. . '. . 
3 1 2 (,thO\l[and 
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thourand feven hundred and {eventy-thl'ee, that Mr. Ferdi
nand Jacobs then GovlTnor,lMr.Robert BodySurg,:,on, and 
myfdf, killed in one afternoon as malty 'as tWo metn;ould 
conveniently carry. They gcnemlly fa.'dion infects, itndarc 
at all tfmcs good eating, but late in the FaIt are' molt ex
cellent. They are by no means equally plentiful in all 
years; . and at the Northern ktdements in the Bay they are 
notclafi'ed with thofefpecitso( gameth':\t add to the general 
flock of proYiHons, belng· tmlykilled .~ a luxury; but 
I am infprmed that at Albany 'Fort, feveral barrels of 
them are annually £~lted for Winter ufe, and. are dleemed 
good eating. . This bird during Summer reCorts to the re
moteft Northern parts; for I hare feenth~ at the Copper 
Rivet, though in toofe dreary regions ~nly in pairs. ':The 
young of ' thofe bifdsalways 'kave their ncfis as foon as . , . 
hatched, . sind" when' 'but a few{days old r:un very fall:; 
at night, . orin -rainy w&tller, ,the 'old ' ones call them to
geth&; aJ!d c~ver them Withtbtlrwil!gti in tbe fame man
ner as a hen does Itcr chick=s. -
. BLAtE GO'LLi-Mi?"'i "lm(jWft Jj!'l Hudfon'sBay by the 

name of- Sea Plgtiont ·, ':Fhofe 'bitdsfliquennhe,/hores of 
Hl1dfon's Ba{lirid St-rt\tsiilmtifideiabk nuinhers; "but 
more particularly 'the 'N6rtJlm '\.-rts; 'where 'tfii,y Jly ' in 
large Socks ; .. to the ' Stmt~; ~': ase ·.·. OiIif"feeil ' in 
pairs. They ai"eof · a ' fine""'bl~;"'bl!t;~ 'gWl"ylwii:h 
fcarlet legs and feet; 'and the· OOI'e~t.1i : o'f\ thewiftg."c 
markedwithwhite. They are in wdghteq\olal toa Wi~. 

though 
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though to appearance not fa large. They ufually make
their neft. in the holes of rocks, and lay two white eggs,. 
~re delicate eating, Lut not proportionably large for 
the lize of ,thebitd. My friend Mr. Pennant fays, they 
brave the eoldeft Winters in thofe parts, by keeping at 
the edge of the ice near the open water; but as .the fea at 
that [ea[on is frozen ovcr for /everal miles {rom the fhore, 
I believe no one's curiolity ever tempted him to connrm 
the truth of this ; . and it is wdlknown they never make 
their appearance near the land after the frail becomes fevere , 

NORTHERN DIVERS. Thefe birds, though common in 
Rudfon's Bay, are by 00 means plentiful; they are 
feldom {omld near the fea coaft, but more frequently in 
frelh water lakes, and ufually in pairs. They build their 
nefts at· the c;dge of finaJI ifiand" or the margins of lakes 
or ponds; . theY ',lay only two e~gs, and it i. very com
mo~ . to lind only one pair and, thei~~okg in one fheet 
of water; a great proof of theirav,erfk>n to fooiety. They 
are k.nown in HuMan's Bay by the name of Loons. They 
di/ter ,in. fpe,cies from thc,Black 'and Red throated Divers, 
having'a;large black ' billlidtr four inches long ; plumage 011 

the back Of-" a glolry black.,.elegantly barred with white ;. 
the.,bellyof a,lilver whiti:: ; and they are fa IlIrge as at times 
to weig4 'lifteep or kxteen pounds. Their flefh is always 
blac~,, ~, and .nlhy. yet it is generally eaten by the ._-,,_ .... 
""""'4I~.' 

10 BLACK-
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HI .\ CK- T HR(lAT ED DIVERS. This fpecics arc more beau, 
rif ul than the former; ' having a long white bill, plumage on 
the back and wings black, elegantly tinged with purp!~ lr..J. 
green, and prettily marked with white fpots. In lize they 
are equal to the former; but arc fo watchful as to dive at the 
nafh of a gun, and of courfe are feldom killed but when 
on the wing. Their flefh is equally black and fifhy with 
the former, but it is always eaten by the Indians. The 
/kins of thofe birds are very thick and [hong, and they art, 
frequentl y drefTed with the feathers on, and made into caps 
for the Indian men, The /kins of the Eagle and Raven, 
with their plumage complete, are alfo applied to that ufe, 
and are far from being an unbecoming head-drefs for a 
favage. 

RED-THROATED DrvERs. This fpecies are alfo called 
Loons in Hudfon's Bay; ~ut they are fo far inferior to the 
two former, · tl~lluhey feldom weigh more than three or 
four pounds, They"like the Qther [pedes of Loon, are ex
cellent divers; they alw~ysfeed 011 fi{h' and when in purfuit 
of their prey, are·frcq\tentl1 ¢taiigled'in fifhing-nets, fet at 
the mouths of creeksaild "(mall 'rivers: "They are more nu
merous than either ofth~ 'forn~, ' as thet frequently fly 
in flocks; but like them make 'tl'ieir ndl's a( th~ edge of 
the water, and only lay twO tggi, which. 'though very 
rank llnd fiihy, are always . ea~n. " by'1n~~ ~~ Englith. 
The legs of thofe three fpedes of I;ooJi IIrCplaced fa near 

. ,', .' , ... th 
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the rump as to be of no fervice to them on the land as 
,th'El"';!"'· perfectly incapable of walking; and when fo~nd 

111 that fituation (which is but fddom ) they are calily tahn, 
though they make a {hong refillance with their bill, which 
is very hard and Iharp. 

431 

WHITE GULLS. Thefe birds viGt Rud[on's Bay in WI,i"G,;t" . 

great numbers, both on the fea coalls and in the interior 
parts, and probably extend quite acrofs the continent of 
America. They generally make their appearance at 
Churchill River about the middle of May; build their 
nells on the. iilands in lakes and rivers; lay two fpeckled 
eggs, and b'ing forth their young in June. Their eggs 
are generally elleemed good eating, as well as the flelh of 
thofe in the interior parts of the country ,though they 
feed on filh and carrion. They >;oake their flay on Rud-
{on's Bay as long in the Fall as the froll wi!~ permit them 
to procure a livelihood. . 

GREY GULl.~, Thefe birds, though common, are by no G"y G"",. 
means plentiful; and, I hever knew their breeding-places, 
as they Teldom make their appearance at Churchill River till 
the Fall of the year, an~ remain there only till the ice be-
gins to he formed about the Ihores. , They fcldom frequent 
the~ interior parts of the country. They are not inferior in 
flu to the former, and in the Fall of the year are generally 
fae.· The Helh is white and very good eating; and, like 

moft 
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mofi other Gull s, they are a moft excellent fllOt when on 
the wing. 

m"kG"L l3uc" GULl.S, ufually called in Hudfon's l3ay, Mcn of 
War, from their purfuing and taking the prey from a 
lefltr fpecics of Gull, knolVn in that country by the name 
of Black-head. In hze t.hey arc . much inferior to the 
two former [pecics; but,. like them, always make their 
neits on iilands, or at the margins of lakes or ponds ; they 
lay only two eggs, and arc found at a conliderable diftance 
from the fea waft, The length of their wings is very great 
in proportion. to the body; the tail is uniform,. and the two 
middle feathers are four or five inches longer ~han the reft. 
Their eggs are always eaten, both by the Indians and Eng
lilh; but the bird itfelf i. generally rejeCted, except when 
other provili~n~are very,fcatce. 

Dlack·h"d.. BI.AC K-I1E ADS. \Thefe are the im21left fpecics of Gull 
that I know. They vilit th ... fea coalt of Hudfon's l3ay 
in fueh valt num!~J'i, that they. arc frequently [cell in 
Bocks of feveral huadmls; and. I .have known bulhels of 
their eggs taken'.0D an iiland of very fmallcircumfercnce. 
Thek, egg. are very delitateearing, tilt rolle$ being equal 
to that Df a young' pullet; anci. the .,mites. of a Teuii-l!raDf
paret* Il'ZUPe, . but the bird itfdf is, always.lifhy. Their 
affi:ClioA for ~ young isTO! fhiong, that~wAeo:, 2n¥ ~ 
attemptlS to. rob. clleir ~; they Bra him" and fWilerilJlet 

. approach' 
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approach fo lIear as to touch him with their pinions ; and 
when they hL.d their lofs, will frequently follow the plun
(ic,,"r-·;,, a confiderable diihnce, and eXl'rcis their grief by 
making an unufual fcre:lming noife. 

This bird may be ranked with the elegant part of the 
feathered creation, though it is by no means gay. The bill, 
legs, and feet are of a rich fearlct; crown black, and the 
remainder of the plumage of a light :lfh-colour, .except 
the quill-feathers, which arc prettily barred, and tipped 
with hlack, and the tail much forked. The flight, or 
'extent of wing, in this bird, is very great, in proportion to 
the body. They arc found as far North as has hitherto 
been vilited,. bllt retire to the South early in the Fall. , 

P EL ICAN S. Thofe birds are numerous in the interior Pelican" 

parts of the country, but never appear near the {ea-coafi. 
They generally frequent large lakes, and always make 
their nell. on i/lands. They are fo provi~ent for their 
young, that great cj'uantitiesof fifh li60tting near their 
ncfis, . and emit [uch a horrid {lench as to be ftudt at a 
conlidcrable dilhnce. The flefh of the yOllng Pelican is 
frequently eaten by the Indians; and as they are always 
very fat, great q~"ntities of it is melted down, and pre-
ferved in bladders fqr Winter ufe "" to mix with poulJded 

. 11eih ; 
• 

• In rht Fall of 17i4, when I lirn ft ttled at C \l/1)l)(' rbll~i HOUlt, the 
indians .impofeci on me ami my people vrry much. bp klling liS Pelican (at 
f<)r the ,fat of the black bear. Our knowledge of the (lrlicary of [he lauer 

J K ;n,j"ml . 
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fleIh; bu t by keeping, it grows very rank. The Pe
iicoo :; in thofe parts are about the fize of a 'CommOn 
goofc ; their plumage is of a delicate white, exc¥tTic 
<]uill-feathcrs, which ore black. The bill is near a foot 
long; and the bag, which reaches from the ourer-end of 
the under-mandible to the breaft, i. capable of containing 
upwards of three quarts. The /kins of thofe birds are 
thick and tough, and are frequently dre/lCd by the In
dians and converted into bags, but are never made into 
clothing, though their feathers are as hard, clofe, and 
durable, as thofe of a Loon • 

.;""r",d" , GOOSANDBR5, ufuaIly called in Hudfon's . Bay, Shell-
drakes. Thof" birds are very .common on the fea-coaft, 
but in the interior parts .fly in very large flocks. The 
bill is long ;mdnarrow, and toothed like a faw; and they 
have a tuft of fcathers at the back of the ' head, which 
they can ere'l'l: at pleafure. 'They are moil excellent 
divers, and fuen"' ~reat dcftroyers of· filh, that they are 
frequently obliged to vumit IQ~ of them befpre they can 
take flight. Though,. not much larger than tbe Mallard 
Duck, they frequently fwallO-w.1i1h of fix or feven inches 

induced us to rtferve ·this fat (or ~particubr purpofr:s; Put wht.D we ,arne to 
open the bladders, it was little fuperior to triiiri'-oil, :ilfta' 'wts ·onty eltable by 'a 
few or my crew, whiCh at that time confiQ:ed only of eight Englifumen and 
twO of the home Indians from York Fort. . 

Cumberland Houfe was the firft inland (ettlemeDt the cCotnpanYl11lde' from. 
Hudfan's Fort; and though begun on fa fiuall afcak, yc::tupon it and Hud~s. 
1·louf(', which is fituattd btyood it» upwards of feventy mtli were now emp1oyc::d~ 

long 
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long and proportionably thick. Thole that frequent the 
interior parts of the country prey much on crawfiOl, 
wi,;ch- arc very numerous in fome of the lh"lIow fiony 
rivers. In the Fall of the year they are very fat, and 
though they always feed,on lilli, yet their flelli at that 
fealon is very good; and they remain in thOle parts as 
long as the ftofi will : permit them to procure a fub
fificnce. 

SWAN S. There arc two fpecies of this bird that viiit S"""'. 

M udroll ' s Bay in Summer; and only differ ill iize, as the 
plumag~ of both are perfe8:1y white, with black bill and 
kgs. Tbe .fmaller fort are more frequent ncar the iCa
coafi, but by no means plentifuf, and are moll frequently 
fcen in pairs, but fometimes· iingle, p1'Obabi yawing t(} 
their mates baving been 'killed on their paaage North. 
Both fpecics ' ufuallybreed on the iIland. which are in 
lakes; and the eggs of the Jarger fpecies are ft big, that one 
of them is a [ufficient mj:3} for a modfate man, without 
bread, or any other addition. In the interior parts of the 
eountry t~1arger Swan precedes every other fp~ies of 
w;u:er-fowl, and in fomeyeps l\t'rivc fo early as the month 
of Marcq, long .before the ice of the river. are broken up. 
At thof<; ,!<4nes ' they.J1ll.ways freq\lent . the open .watersof 
falls ~d rapids, whc:i-c they are frequently lhot by the 
¥diaus in con6,derable nwnoc'1's. They ufually weigh 
IIP.war4$ of thirty pounds, and the .le~cr Cpecieifrom 
eigb.~n to twenty-four. The fleih at both Me excellent 

3 K 2 cating, 
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eat ll1g, and when roafi.~d, is (.-qual in flavour to young 
bciCLT-kcf, and the cygnets arc very delicate. 

Notwithfianding the fizc of this bird, they are'fu-rwfrt 
Oil the wing as to make them the mofi difficult to ilioot 
of any bird I know, it being frequently necdTary to take 
fight ten or twelve feet before their bills . This, how
ever, is only when flying before the wind in a brilk gale, 
at which time they cannot fly at a lefs rate than an hun
dred miles an hour; but when flying acrofs the wind, or 
,gainfi it, they make but a /low progrefs, and arc then a 
noble iliot. In their moulting fiate they are not eafily 
taken, as their large feet, with the affiftance of their 
wings, enables them to run on the furmce of ' the water as 
faft as an Indian canoe can be paddled, and therefore they 
are always ol>liged to be {hot; for by diving and other ma
nceuvres they render it itnpoffible to take them by hand. It 
has been (aiel that the SWans whiftle or fmg before their 
death, and I havc:..~ead fome elegant defcriptions of it in fome 
of .the poet.s; but f-.have nevCT heard luly thing of the kind, 
though I have been at' the death. of feveraI ; It is: true, 
in ferene evenings,after Sun"fet/ I have heard them make 
a noife not very unlike that of a French-horn, but entirely 
divefted of every note th.at conftituted melody, and have 
often been forry to lind it did not , lPrebode . t}leir death. 
Mr. L~wfon, who, asMT. PennantjufHy remarks; was no 
inacourate obferver, properly enQugh calls the largefi (pedes 
Trumpeters, an!i the leifer, Hoopers •. ,.· . ~ine yean ago, 
when I built Cumberland Houfe, the Indians killed thofe 

birds 
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birds in fuch numbers, that the down and quills might 
have been procured in conliderable quantities at a trifling 
expenee; but linee the depopulation of the mtives by the 
fmall ,pox, whieh has alfo driven the few furvivors to fre
quent other parts of the country, no advantage can be 
made of thofe articles, though of conliderable value in 
England • . 

GHSE. There are no lefs than ten different fpecies 
of Geefe that frequent the various parts of Hudfon's Bay 
oilring Summer, and are as follow; Firll:, The Cowman 
Grey Goofe, Second, The Canada Goofe. Third, The 
White, or Sx:;ow Goofe . Fifth, The Blue Goofe. Sixth, 
The Laughing Goofe. Seventh" T.he Barren Goofe. 
Eighth, The Brent Goofe. Ninth, The Dunter; and 
Tenth, the Bean Goo[e. 

COMMON GUY GOOSE. This bird pFeccd~ ·every other 
[pecies of Goofe in thofe parts, and l in [on~e forward 
Springs arrives at Churchill, River 'fa early as the latter 

• Mr. Pennant, in t,reating of the \VhifUing Swan. takes nouct' of the 
formation of'tht Windpipe; but "lIn l'txamination,.ne windpipes of both the 
fpecic.. which £roque~t Hudfon's Bay !Ire found ro be exaCtly :.likc, though 
thc:,~rnote is, q~te ,?;ffer(J1~~. ~he brealt~ bO'n (' of ~bjs b.ird is d.i1T(m~nt from 
any other I h:iV"e" re~n; for-lnfteidof being fharp and f,; lid, -like t ~l :l t of a goofc, 
i.t-is"'broad a.'ld':hoUow. lntit' this cavity the windpipe paffes from the valve) 
~ Ie~bing qwcc _doWll to the abdomen, returns int(.' (ilt: cl ' ''IrJ and j c-ihs the 
l~: Neithe'r of the fpedes of Swan that frcql~ent !"{n(}fLon ':; Bly are mute ; 
but the note of the larger is much louder and harllier than that oJ. the fmaller. 

end 
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end of April, but more commonly from the eleven th to 
the /i :<teenth of May; and in one year it was the twenry-.. 
fi xth of May before any Geefe made their appearance. 
At their Iirl1: arriva l they generally come in pairs, and are 
io j' )!ld of foeicty, that tlley fly Iheight to the call that 
imi tates their note; by which means they arc carily l11ot. 
They breed in great numbers in the plains and marihcs 
i,ear Churchill River; and in lome years the young ones 
can be taken in confiderablc numbers, and arc "a lily tamed ; 
but will never learn to eat corn, ' unlefs /()mc of the old 
ones arc taken with them, which is "alilv done when ill' a 

moulting fiate. On the ninth of Augufi o;,e thollfanu'/cvcn 
hundred and eighty-one, when I refidedat Prince of 
Wales's Fort, I fent · [orne Indians up 'Churchill River in 
canoes to procure fome ofthofe Geefe, and in the after
noon they were [een coming down the river with a large 
Rock before '(hem; the '·young ones nQt morc than half
grown, and th~ld ones [0 far . in a moulting ·Il:ate as not 
to be capable of !lying; (0 th~t, \vitll ,the affiftancc of 
the Englilh and the Indians thc;n, reuding on the plantation, 
the whole fl.ock, to the amount of forty-one, was drove 
within the fiockade which illdofes the Fort, where thty 
were fed .and fattened fpr Winter ufe. Wild {Jeefe taken 
and f\lttened in this m~ner are much pr!1crab Ie to . any 
tame Goefe in the world. When tilis fpocieacOf OeeJe are , 
full-grown. and in good ccmdition, they often weigh t'Welre 
poun<ls, I!ut more frequently much Ids,"" 
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CANADA GOOSE, or Pilk-a-fiih, " . it is called by 
tbe Indians, as well as the Engliih in HuMon's Bay. 
This fpecics do not differ in plumage from the former, 
but are inferior in /ize; the bill is much linaller in pro
portion, and the flcih being much whiter, of coude is 
more elleemed. Thet are by no means fo nun1erous as 
the former, and generally fly far North to breed; but fOln<; 
few of their eggs are found near Churchill River. It is fd
dam that either of thefe fpecies lay more than four q;gs ; 
but if not robbed, they ufually bring them all forth . 

VlrHlTP' or SNOW GoOSE. . Thefe are the moll numerOllS 
of all the fpec~es of birds that frequent the Northerri parts of 
the BlY, and generally make their appearance about a week 
or ten days after the Common Grey Goofe. 111 the hrll 
part of the fcafon they come in f!pall partie§, but in the 
middle, and toward the latter end, theyl/fly in fuch 
amazing flocks, tha~ when they fettle.in the marihes to 
feed, the ground for a confiderable diftance aplkars like a 
held of {now. When feeding in the fame marlh with the 
Grey Geefe, they ncVermix. Like the Grey Geefe, they fly 
to the caU tha{refembles'their note; . and in fome years are 
killed and falted in great numbe5s for Winter pr,?vifion; 
they arc almofl: univerfally thought good eating, anq will, 
if proper care be taken in curing them, continue good 
for eighteen months or two years. The Indians are ('ir 
more C!xpert ,in killing Ceefe, as well as every other fpecies 
of game, than any European I ever faw in Rudfon's Bay; 

JO for 
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[0 - ( , I'" of them frequently kill upward of a hundred 
u,. <: i" a day, whereas the moil: expert of the Engl ifh . 
tll",,, ;, a good day's work to kill thirty. Some years 
bck ;, "as common for an Indian to kill from a thoufand 
to twc ~vc hundred Geefe ill one feafon; but latterly he 
is reck""ed a good hunter that kills three hundred. This 
is by no means owing to the degeneracy of the natives; 
for the Geefe of late years do not frequent thofe parts in 
rueh numbers as formerly. The " gen'cral breeding-place 
of this bird is not known t6 any Indian in HuMan's Bay, 
not even to the Efquimal'x who frequent the remoteit 
North , The general route they take in their feturn to the 
South in the Fall of the year, is equally u9known; for 
though fuch multitudes of them are' feen at Churchill 
River in \hc Spring, and are frequently killed to the 
amount of n,veor {jx t~oufand; yet in the Fall of the 
year, feven \l.r eight hundred is cOllfidered a good hunt. 
At York Fort, though only two degre~s South of Churchill 
River, the ,Geefe feafons fluCtuate fa much, that in fame 
Springs they have falted forty hogfheads, and in others not 
more than one or two: and at Albany Fort, the Spring 
feafon is by no means' to be depended on; but ill the Fall 
they fr<;quently fait fi1<tjl hoglheads of Geefe, befides great 
quantjties of Plover, The retreat of thofe birds in Winter 
is equally unknown, as that of their breeding-places. I 
obferve in Mr. Pennant's ArCtic Zoology; that about Jakutz, 
and other parts (If Siberia, they are caught in great numbers, 
both ill nets and by decoying them into hovels; but if 

thefe 



NOR THE R N 0 C E A N. , 

thefe ~e the fame; bird., ,they mult at times vary as much 
in manner ai they do in fituation; for in HudfoBS Bay 
they are the lhyeft and molt watchfUl of all the (pecies of 
Geefe. 'ne,v~~. fuWering' an, open approach, not even within 
two or 'tilree, :gun~lliots: 'yet · in lOme of the rivers near 
CumQ«Jand Haufe; (and at Bafquiau, the Indians fre
quently kill twenty lIt 'Q~«; {hot ,; but this is only done in 
moon-light nigh,~, whel}ljle Gee(eare Gtting 011 the mud, 
and the fportlbv;n ~,perfedly c;once~ed from their view. 
Though till! ,plu~~ ottho(eCe:(earepet'fedly white, 
exc'1* the quill~ fCllthel:~, which are black; the Jkin is 
of a dar,k.lcad'(:~r,,~d.,thefl~ is excellent eating, 
either FreCh ~' fait. · , They.u-e '!luell inferior il,l lizc to 
the .Common Grey' G.eck, . but e~ual ,to th_e Canada 
Geefe. 

44' 

, BLUE, GEUll;~, };h.~tpeciei~ of the ' ~afI1e G~e as the Blne <;"" , 
Sno.w:Geef~ ; 'flJ,4, <like ,theIll, the bill and legs are of a 
deep ae~;C?lo~ » ut the ~w~ple, pl!J01age is, of a dirty 
blue, " re!embi~ ,old lead. Tb~\<;.~., 'whcn\ {hipped of ' 
ifs ~thFs" ,~ ,~i:. ,6unc cQ!oi#, .as~e Snow Goofe, and 
the;y , :j.re ,~~l~,~ g<lQ1l ,~~ng;~ . T~is fpecics of Gccf" 
arl}Ji:l4,opl'~~ ,~~lh,<; ~~~th , ot; Chu~~ill Rim, and ndt 
~ry':\co01trto.n;at,X\'!1s-;for, ; .b\.l(at Albany" FCJTtthey arc 
roo¢, pJ.;n~fu.Lt~i,\£he .. ,White ''?< S~o"' , GCt:re: , ' Their 
~87Rl~,,a!'tf ~~ , 1jJ:il~.)!.n~~w to the; 1,1\ofl: acourate 
o):Ife:r¥ct as thofe of the Snow Gcefe; fQr I I)cver. KnC\\' 
'·i"'·~··.' ~.": ' .. ' . ," 

al!y:,of their 'eggs takcn, and their Winter hannts h ave 
3 L hitherto 
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hitherto been undifcover.ed. . ThPk; . ,bir~s . are frequeQ>tlr 
feen to lead a flock of the White ones; . and, a~ they ge
nerally fly in angles, it is far ffOllVlihpIeafant to fec a 
bird of a different colour loudingthe vag.. . .The leader is 
generally the object of the fiell: fporefman who,6res, which 
throws the whole flock into (UebColl[\![t~n, '~ha~,fomc of 
the other hunters frcq.uently kill ,£;.: or fev~ at a)hot:. 

HORNED WAVE'{. This ge!iCjlte,. .l!n.~ d!ntinutive Jpecies 
of the Goofe i. not ffi;llch,)arger :thliri} hJ: MillIard puck. 
Its plumage is delicately. ~hite, .. exce;p~· . the quill-feathers;" 
which are bJack. Tll,el>illjs .nQ.t lnqr~t4anan il}c1dollg, 
and at t\te baCe ,,~. qu~*d. rpWld with ,little-knpbs about 

• • ' . - V' ." , 1 

the lizc qtp~, :\Ju.j:. t;1or~ ~!1ffi'!F.kabJ,y ;fD "in ,:!he males.. 
Both the !:iIlI and fcetare,.pC tll!= 4rn!!cg1our With thofe of 

" '- ., .. - '." "', .. .'-.. .<~ ... ' .• '. ' . , 

the Snow Goofe. This fpecies is . fcaree at Churchill 
Rim, ,and 1\\bdicve are'nef~ " . the South-
"rn fett1t.:~tslbut~~t ., mile; to 

the Noith:Wc~ O'lrQ,bUf'~ Ji! . hh,a~'Cff:i~~~,\19!1jl",large 
Rocks as the,O);ll1J~ 

, ' , ' ' 

of this bird is " , ; 
tha~ when I was on I!'y jq~y' ,to .'[ "!'! ~~ 
tllcm one ·I)ight /qr {uppe~. . ,,' , ".r, 1;I~1j;~"'}iQ.l~ ,~~c 
fcribcd by mY, worthy fr4:n.d 
logy .• Probal>Jyafp<;C~m~ 
the Ikrfon that . . . 

'~-' 

Mr. Mor.s Not:t@ 
the 
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the titne ,th¢'dbllectionwru. making, did not pay any at-
tentioli.tQ it. 

LAUGHING GJO~E. ' This elegant (pecics has :l white 
bill, a'llcd , the" legs and feet are ofa ~ne yellow colour; 
the upper:' panof the plrllriage is brown', the breaft and 
belly'wHite,die fortnerprettily blotched with bbck. In 
uze they a.rt!!qu:!ol tG,' the Snow Goofe, and their !killS, 
when ftriVp.:dof tliCiiTeathets; are delicately white, and 
the tielhexcell.errt;'·: ' TheY"Hll: Churchi1l River in very 
timllnumbers ; 'buian6uttwo 'h)1Odred miles to the North 
Well: 'o(' tkat ri\<er IhaV't' 'feeft~hem fly in large flocks, 

" ' " , 

like the'CoSJlnton Waveys, or Snow G~e; and 7ilcar Cum-
berland Ho~feand Bafquiau 'they are toundi~fuch num
bei"s, that the Indian~hl 'mOon,:~gbt ,nights frequently kill 
l.lp\~ard~,/if twenty ,atlilhOt; i; Like the Homed Wavey, 
i:~i;Y, ,!l~v.~t:}flj'with l.t~e :icad' 'Of thn:o:4, ~ but are al
'-yaJs: r,eet1 ' to"~oipe ' from. the W ell:ward~ ' , Their general 
;I}~dlilg~pl~sare not kn6\\>i),thimgh fome. few of their 
egg(ar~ o,c~f~onally found tqthe North 'Of Churchill; but 
t'nevC:~ , h¥~r~i;~I!~j}ltl fay that he had feen any eggs of 
die I{crn.ea/WaVey: #)~ i",probable ~ they retire to North 
G#!irtt~:~~!h;dJ '~ tllCir 1'\llI~ ,in the Fall of the year, 

~1fl~1~~:' :=~~~ ~:~ :~~~~tt U:f~~::ion .;:::: 
~.~i=','soutilw'al'd' 6flatitucltS9!iNorth, 

4U 
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lh IU' L ~ GF.ES E. 'l'hefe 'Ire the largdl "<If aU the fpecic' 
of G ccIC. that frequent Rudfon's Bay; a~ they fiequeptly 
wei ;:;h {;,,(een orfeventeen pbtlnds . . • They differ from the 
CO!;Jmon Grey Goof; in nothing bl:\t. in £ze, . atld in the 
head and breaft being tinged 'rj,th a ruil:y bro'Wn.. 1:hey 
nC\"Cr make their appearance i~; the; Spring till the,wealeH 
part of the other fpecies of ' Qee(e ar..; . ll.\)wn NQr;rhward 
to breed, atld many ,of' lIiiJjlr~m;!..iB ne~r Churchill River 
the whole Sunlmer. T~is large , fPi:ciei are . generally 
found to be males, and from the exceeding fOlallnefs of 
their tellicles, they are.J\ {uppofe,lncapable of propa
gating their fpecies. I t>elieVe lean with'huth. fay, that I 

~ .-
was the ,firft European who made thatremiWk, though 
theyhadat~aystx:en~~by thenamc;ofthe Bar
ren ~;eefe; for nq ~ reaf?l1 than that oftheimot being 
known to b~d. Their jldh isby :po means u¥Iea(an~. 
though alWa~'hard ana't(lllgh~ (~d thei,'pY;im~ge 'isJo 
thickmifotc(~hey b~in to~O\!t~ ~r~~~!rq' .. .\lfll~HY 

oduces .a ' , nai>f,~e fe:tthaial#l,:.t~" lIif : ", fj "" ~ mri ~lafliCity:. Pw ', ' , ,. ' >',' ' ." "I¥,"~~~.~"", ~8 

BUNT GBES]!; '. T~s fpe€,ieKCt;ftaiilJr ·hleed in the .ie
motefi par;tsqf,#!:~t1t~ aii9~D,a~:d;:eir;~
ance ~!~~\Jrchill~)y~, . till ,~t~~ ;~~o(~~h#! 
The routtlle, take'" . ' ·n i :,;~t::';;;"";" , "-~ ',~ r"·'. , .. ' y . 11,l..~L\$ ., •. ,~~ ... ,~ , b * 
ing-pla~es ~,~ ne~r~,:ai~, bj,.l~;# 
HuMons Bav. ·When they, niake the\r appearance jlt 

Chu~~hill 



N 6 R· T II ERN 0 C E A N. 

Chu;";h~ll River, they, ~[ways .,come from the North, {] y 
near the 'margin. of the ,coafi, and are never fecn in t;:c 

, . ' , ,., , ",1 ' . ' i'" ,' • • . . ', ' ,' _ '. . . 

interio!,parts of~e cOI,mtry_ . In .~zctlu;,y an, J;u'ger than 
a Mallatd'·Dud", but inferior to the Snow Goofe; and 
though theirflefhappcars delicate to the eye, it is not rouclt 
elleeroe9' In fome years theY..pafsthemouth ofCllUrchill 
River jll :.pa:9,d.igiousnumbcis, and many of t~em arc killed 
and [med ;roth#:. c;ompany's [ervants as proviiions ; but, 
as I bave jnft obferved, therare no,t rouer reliihcd. When 
migrating tc? ~Sout~,they generally avail thqnfdvcs of 
a ftrong North or Nor~h .We!l:erly wind, which makes 
their flight, fo {wift; that when I have killed four.or fil'e 
at a ihot, . nPtonc ' of them . fell lcfs ' than from \twenty to 
fifty yards frbin thep~dicular {pot wher,.-they were 

kill~d . . . L~ke ~~Whitf:' .o~Snow Geefe, ,'1I;'hen in lar~c 
flocks they ' fl},,"Jl!.Jhe £!illpe Qf:a wedge,~ and ml).ke a 
gre~ nw(e~ ' <Th~r ' fliE)l(i~ . very ifreg'4ar~ .. {ometimcs 
lielpg)'o~tyor 6.f~Y ya~~s abpVefhe watci; .\u:ld in lln in
~ :tftcr:ch~y1)<im c1o(<; to', th~ [urfa~e ont, and t\l~n 
r{(eagain tOu.eonG.detable height; {o tqat theyn~ay juftly 
hi: {aid to .liy. in:'fI!fiOOl)j; 

~'nu~8'tbGoo[e;: ~s ' it ' i .. caH~jri: Rud$n's B~, 
t'iii' wl\iSb;'is pertiUill ythe,' EiderDUc~: .:· ~they are' cQffi
fUI.mr,,at.-tae tmutli'oi ehlfrthilHtivet as [oOn U9 the. ice 
b~:u~~bUt~li~rahyftY' fi!f',*ofrh to Hl'eed ;an~the 
few~ that .!O • remain near the lettlemcni are (2. fcattc;'cd 
~ftt~g [mall iilands, and fea-girt rocks and /boals, as to 

render 
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lJUIl!CT 

Guof:. . 



A JOURNEY TO THE 

render it not worth while t9 attempt gathering their down. 
Their eggs, when found, are exceedin,g good eating;' 'and 
ill rhe Fall of the year the fieili is by no means urtplea[ant, 
though they are notorioul1y known to feed on hili. 

l"""C oo,,, B EAN Goos ~. This fpecies'is feldom found in any part 
o( HuMon's pay, a.s in all my travels I have only [cen 
three that were killed. This' bird never came tinder the 
;n[pc&ion of Mr. Graham, or the late ' Mr. Hutchins, 
though th .. y both contributed very largely to the colle&ion 
fcnt home to the RovalSocietv 

Species ojWaJer-Fowl. 
" .. 

D"b. ' DUCKS or MI~i(lus kinds are found in ~ho[e. parts during 
Summer; fo'itieonly fteqti'enting the fea-coa{l:;while 
others 'vitit the interior parts of the coutltiy inafioniihing 
numbers. ;Flle fpecies of; rkls.birdfwhiCh -is '{"bud mofl: 
commonly here are, th~ ~iei,~; ' Black0D'u~k; 'Milliard 

It is, howeverl no lefs~ruc:, .that the late Mr. Humphry "Martin, many 
yr:ars Gov~rno[ pf A,~.oy . Fbrtj: rent hon~e [n'era1 hundr~ tpecimcns of 
animals and ;plaiitS '~, ~'!inplcte ;h1lt"~~ i bl1~ ,br .fyme .pUn,."n no
thing of the; -kind. ",Q p1~d to the credit orhis n:Ccoun.t. E v~ . .o' my rtfptlbed 
frien<.1 'Mr(¥~rtirit; .• .00 with a t:lndo~ tnttAoes ,him nOri~;;,'b~ ,'rO~~
rouny ¥kl)Ow]edged his obl#io~,~, ~¥~1:0!\l_ h!:\IIQI1gl!t-li!C, _~n<lcllr.ed 
for, information ~:lI~n he W3S wriri¥.. hu ·Ar~."Z~1.QgyJ.,i.:f~le the AdpcrJ~f~
rnrqt.} has OQt ine'nriQncd his ' ~~;r :but : 'I '~m fUll};.".~uaded that i[ ,/~~Iy 
l)roc("eded from a want of kno~g ·' [hc ~rfOf1 i .• ~·as ,Mr. H·utchu)! {qc_ 
.f.:ecd(d him at Albany in· tb<: yt'3'f J 77 4~ tve(f tWng ~ has bet:n rcru: :Oytr 
frOJll that part ha .... bet'n placed to hh account. ' 

• Duck, 
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Dueck, Long-tailed Duck, Widgeon, and Teal. The tw" 
hrft onlY 'yifit the fea-coafl:, feed on fifh:md fifh-fpawn; allel 
their flefh is by no means eR!:emed.good, though their egg' 
are not difagreeable. The Mallard and Long-tailed Duck 
vilit Hudfon's Bay in great numbers, and extend from the 
{ea-coaft to the rcmotelt Weltern parts, ahd 'lear Cum
berland Haufe arc found 'in vall: multitudes. At their firfl 
arrival on the fea-coaft, they are exceeding good eating; b.;,t 
when in a moulting ·ltate, though very fat, they arc in ge
neral fo rank that few Europeans af'C fond of them. At 
thofe fcafons the diRerence in flavour is cafily known by 
the colour of the fat; for when that is white, the fitfh is 
molt afTu.:rdly good; but when it is yellow, 6r of all 
orange colo;'r, it is very rank and fifhy. This d!;rerence iJ 
onl y peculiar to thafe that frequent and brfd ncar the 
fea -coafl; for in the interior P:lfts I ,nev"l .. ~new them 
killed but their qeD, '.vas "cry !f>Od; and ;;he young Mal
lard Du~k befor~ it can fly is very fat, and. molt deli
cate .eating • . The fal11e may be {aid of the Long-tailed 
Duck. Neither of thofc {pecics lay mOore thai, fix or eight 
eggs in common, and frequently bring them. all forth . 
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. WIDGEON. This {pecics . . of Duck is very' uncommoll. W;,l~,o". 
i.n 'Hudfon's' Bay; ufually keeping in pairs, 'ancl,being {d
dom ·{cc!t.in flocks .. Theyare by Bo,'means fo nomero\l s' 
. as. : th~'±Wo form.r, and "are, moll:. frequently feen· ill rivers 
and ' ~aiihe; 'nC!lr the fea.-conft. ·· Their , flelh is ge!lllrally 
tfteemed ; . and the down of thofe· I have examin~d is Jittl e 
i'n'fcrior in clatlicity to that of the Eider, though much 

{hortcr. 
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ihorter. The fame may be faidof feveral other {pedes of 
Ducks that frequent thofe parts; but the impoi!ibilityof 
collecting the down in -any qlWltity~· ;prereuts it from be
com iug an article of trade. 

';"L TEAL. , Like the Mallard, .they are found in conlider~ 
able numbers near the- (ea-coaft; but are more plentiful 
i';'thc interior p:ut< of the country" and fly in fuch large 
flocks that I have often killed twelve or fourteen at one 
iliot, and have fcen both Engliib and Indians kill a much 
greater number. At their full arrival they are but poor, 
though generally eftcemed. good eating. This diminutive 

• Duck is' 'Z far the moll: prolific of any I know ·that rt-[orts 
to Hudeo •. l's Bay; for I have often feen the old ones fwim
ming at tli\., . head of. feventeen . young, when not much 
Luger than. ""'lInuts. This bird remains in thofe parts as 
long as the [ea\(m will permit; for in the.year one thoufand 
[even hundred ·and [eventy-five, in my !Y.lffage from Cum

berland-H o\l[e to York Fort, I, as well as my Indian.com
panions, killed them in the rivers we paffitd through as 
bte as the twentieth of Odober. At thofe times tftey 
arc entirely involve,d ill fat, but delicately white, and may 
truly be called a·great luxury. _ 

Befidcs . 'the birds already deft:ril.1ed, there ,is a great 
,-"rictyof others, borhoLland aTi.dwatet fowl;- that fre
qU('I)t thofe parts)n Suinmer; ' butthefe c.'ulie nbt fo ' un~ 
mediately under my infpeCtion as thotc: I have already 
defcribcd. 

OJ 
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Of the Pegetablc ProduElions. 

The vegetable produCtions of this country by no means 
engaged my attention fo much as the animal creation; 
which is the leis to be wondered at, as fo fnv of them 
are ufcful for the fupport of man. Yet I will endeavour' 
to cHumerale as many of them as I think are worth 
notice. 

The GOOS'fJ: E RRJ ES thrive beft in ftony and rocky ground, 
which lies or,cn ,mel much expofed to the Sun. But ill 
thore I1tuations few of the builles grow to any hci,~,t, and 
{['read along the ground like vines. The frui.f is alw"y' 
111011: plentiful and the Iinel1: on the undcr-'~J.e of the 
·branches, probably owing to the 'refleCted he~t from the 
fiones and gravel, and from being fbeltered from all cold 
winds and fog by the leaves. I never [.~W mOl;C than one 
fpecies of Goofebcrry in any part o~ Hudfon's Bay, wh ich 
is the red one. When green, they make excellent pies or 
tarts; and when ripe are very pleafant eating, though hy 
no means fo large as thofe produc,ed in Engbnd . 

. CRANBERRlES grow in great abundance ncar Clnll'chill, 
and are not confined to any particular fitllation, for 'they 

3 M ar<, 
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are as common on open bleak plains and high rocks as 
"'Hong the woods. When carefully gathered in the Fall, 
in dry weather, and as carefully packed in calks with 
moift fugar, they will keep for years, and are annually 
lent to England in conJiderable quantities as prefents, where 
they arCi much efteemed. When the fhips have remained 
in the Bay fo late that the Cranberries arc ripe, fomc of 
d,e Captains have carried them home in water with great 
fuceefs. 

The HEATH.ERRI ES are in fome years fo plentiful near 
Churchill, that it is impoffible to walk in !TInny place, 
without treading on thoufands and milli?ns of them. 
They riow c10fe to the ground, and are a favourite repaft 
-of many'(>irds that migrate to thofe parts in Summer, 
particularlJl(the Grey Goofe; on which accoul>t the In
dians diftinguifh them -by the name of Nifhca-minnick, 
or the Grey Goofeberry. The juice of this berry makes 
an exceeding pleafant beverage, and the fruit itfclf would 
be more pJeaJing wefJ! it not for the number of fmall 
feeds it contains. 

BETHAGO-TOMINICK, as it is called by the Indians, or the 
Dewnter-berry of Mr. Dragge. I have fcen this berry as 
far Npnh as Marble Hland, and that in great abundance. 
It lIt>urifhes bell, and is moll productive, in fwampy 
boggy 1!I'0und covered with mofs, and is feldom found 

among 
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among grafs. The plant itfelf is not very unlike that or 
a Strawberry, but the leaves are larger. Out of the cen ter 
of the plant Ihoots a ii.nglc ftalk, fOlllctimes to the height 
of [even or eight inches, and each plant .only produces 
onc berry, whi~h at fome diftance rcfembles if Straw
berry; but on examination they have not that I conical 
form; and many of them arc only compofed of three or 
(our lohes, while others coniift of near twenty. The 11'1" 
your of this berry is far from unplealing, and it i: 
eatcn by our people in conliderable quantities during th" 
fcafon, (which is Auguft,) and, like all the other frui ts 
in thofe P"{ts, is fuppofed to be wholefome, and a great 
antiicorbutit\ 

CURRAN S, ' bOtll red and black, are comr',0ll ,wout c.,,,,,,,. 
(flurchill River, but the latter arc far more p.i:tntiful than 
the former, and are ,'ery large. and line. :TI~e bufhes 
on which thofe currans grow, frequently exceed three 
feet in height, and generally thrive beft in thore parts 
that are moift but not fwampy. Small valli~s between 
the rocks, at fome little diftancc from the woods, arc 
very favourable to them; and I have frequently obferved 
that the fruit produced in thore (ttnations is larger and 
liner than that which is found. in the woods. Thofe 
berries have a very great effdt 011 [orne people if. 'eaten 
ill any confiderable quantities, by aCting as a very 'pow-
erful purgative, and in [orne as an emetic at the lame 

3 1\1 2 time; 
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time; but if mixed with Cranberries. thevnever . have 
that effeCt. 

JUNI'fl'R-BERRIES are frequently ·found near the new 
fcttlemcnt at Churchill River, but by no means in fuch 
plenty as in the morc Southern arid ·interior parts of the 
countr>:. The bufh they grow on is fo fimilar to the 
"reeping pine, that one ' half of the Company's fervants 
reliding in HuMon's Bay do not 'know one from the other. 
Like the Goofeberry bufhes in thofe partll,the fruit is 
always moll: plentiful on the under_fide 'of the branches. 
They are not much ell:eemed' either by the Indjims or Eng
lifh, fo that the few that are made ufe of Are generally 
infufed <!! brandy, by way of making a cordial, which is 
far from uy.plcafant "'. 

STRAWBER-Rl.ES t, anclo thofe o['·a coofiderable flze and 
excellent flavour, are found as far Nor.th·. as Churchill 
Riy.cr; and ,what .is moll remarkabl",. ·,tliti(~!!··~\lently 
known to be inore pll!ntifut iA fu~pl.ilces;~.~ve formerly 
been{~ on liie. Thu is 'opt pecu1iIV .. tl> the Strawberry, 
but it is well known that in the interior parts:·()f ,the -coun,. 
try. as well as at Albany and MQ9fe Forts, :.!hllt · \lfrq. 

• T~II' Indians can .h.' Junip<r_;~"!Y~.r~,!-c,!",mini!;~! i/!" iIM ."'<I1!" 
b~rry. : 

t 1'(0< O'eogjl"minick of ih':;lnIl~;ii·~J~~J~~ilf.me:~ . 
rcfcmoles a heart, 

the 



NOR THE R N 0 C E A N. 

the gronnd, or more property the under-wood and mofs, 
have been Cet on fire, that Rafplierty-blllhes and Hip. have 
{hot up in great numbers on -fpQl:s where nothing of the 
kind had . ever been [een before. This is a ph:enomenon 
that is not ealily accounted for; but it is more than pro
bable that Nature wanted [orne affifiance, . and the moCs 
.being all burnt away, not only admits the Sun to ~C1: with 
more power, but the heat of the fire mull, ill rome mq~ 
[ure, 100Cen ' the texture of the Coil, fo as to admit the 
plants .to Ihoot up~ after having been deep-rooted for 
many year~ without being able to force their way to the 
Curface. 

Belides tll'e Berries already mentioned, there ;)re' three 
others found' as far North as Churchill ; namel)" what the 
Indians call .'he Eye-berry, and the other tw (?ore termed 
Blu~. berry and Partridge-berry by the Englifll. 

453 

The EVE-B1!RR V grO\';. much in the f.~me m~nner as· the r" ."''' '' ' 
Strawberry, and though [maller, is infinitely Cuperior in 
flavour. . This bcriy is found in various fituations ; out 
near Cnurehill River they are moll plentiful in [mall hoi-
'tow. ;lmong :the Tocks, whic1i are fituated (ome diftancc 
from the :woocls ; but they are ~ever known to ~rJw ill 
fwampy,wound,: aqd I never (aw them (0 plentiful) n any 
P!Ii';,jji:!iulifqn:.saay as about ~h.Ilt:ChilIRiver. 

The: 
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The I3l.UE-BERP.v" is about the fize of a Hurtleberry, 
and grows on bullies wJuch rife to eighteen inches oc two 
feet, hut in general are. much lower. They are fe1dom 
ripe till September, at which time the leaves turn to a 
beautiful red; and the fruit, though fmall, have as fine a 
bloom as any plum, and arc much elleemed for the plea
{antnefs of their flavour. 

The PARTRIDGE-DERRY is nearly as large as the Cranberry . 
imported from Newfoundland; and though of a beautiful 
tranfparentred, yet has a difagreeable talle. TiJeC.,. berries arc 
feidom taken, either by the Indians or EngliDt and many 
of the laper call them Poifon-becries, but fev al birds are 
fond of~hcm. They grow clofe to the gro nd, like the 
Cranber;:r;~nd the plant that produces thed!. is not very 
unlike:li .' {age, either in lliape or colour, ~',but has none 
of its virtues. 

I had nlflrly forgotten another (pecies of Berry, which is 
found on the dry ridg~ at Churchill in confiderahle num
bers. In fize and colour, they muchrefemble the Red 
Curran, and grow on bulhes fo much like the Creeping 
Wilh"v, that people o~ little obkcvation fcarcely know 
the

t
' , :renee; particularly as all the fruit is on the 1U1-

der-1i<1e of the branches, and entirely hid by the lcav~. 
1 n ,cr knew tbis Berry, ~tell .but by a f,ptidI.{~.J.J1:
dian girl; and as it had ' PO ill ~a" itii a proof)i: i. 

> • • • • ' ~ 

not 
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not unwholefome, though exceedingly unpleafant to the 
palate, and not much lefs fi> to the fmell. 

H,PS of a wali fize, though but few in number, are U;P' 

alfo found on the banks of Churchill River, at fome dif
tance from the fea. But in the interior parts of the 
country they are frequently found in fuch vaft qtJantitie~, 
that at a diftance they make the fpots they grow on appear 
perfectly red. In the interior parts of Hudfon's Bay they 
are as large as any I ever remember to have. feen, and 
when ripe" have a moft delightful bloom; but at that ff-
fon there 1\ fcarcely one in ten which ha'S not a worm in 
it; and theX frequently act as a ftrong purgative 

With rel1f.ct to the fmaller produdions (,f the vege
table world;;· I am obliged to be ,in a great meafure filent, 
as the nature of my various occupations during my refi
dence in this country gave me little leifure, and being 
unacquainted with botany, I viewed with. inattention . 
things that were not of irRmediate ufe: the few which. 
follow are all that particularly engaged my attention.. 
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The W,SH-A-CA-PUCCA, whi"h grows in moll: p,rts of w;n,·,. 
this country, is fiUd by fome Authors to have gi'eat me- pu",. 

dicalvirtues, applied, either inwardly as an alterati\e, or 
outwardly dried and. pul~rifed, to old fores and 'J;an
grates. The truth of this 1 much. dbubt, . and <;JC>uld 

never 
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never think it had the lea{t medical quality. It is"how~ 
ever, much ufed by the lower c1af. of the Company'. 
{crvants as tea; and by fame is thought very pleafant. 
But the llower is by far the moll: delicate, and if gath:eted 
at a proper time, and carefully dried . in the .lhade, . will 
retain its flavou'r for many ycar~, aod .make a. far more 
l~lea[.~nt beverage than the ,leaves. There are feveral 
fpecies of this plant, of whic;h f()me of the leaves arc nearly 
as large as that of the Creeping Willow, while others arc 
as liuall an~ narrow as thilt of the Rofcmary, and much 
re'["tHeiles it in colour; but all thcfpecies havef the f.une 
fmH!. and flavour. 

J AcilA~:-IEY-PUCK. This herb much refemWes Creeping 
Box; an~ only ufed, either by the Indi;ul~ or Engliih, 
to mix Wit tobacco, which makes it fmJ J:e mild and 

. ,. i" ' 

plcafant; and would, I;un pe,fuaded, be very acceptable 
to many fmokers in England. 

Moss of various forts and colou~s :is plelltiful ehougll 
inlllo/l: parts of this country, .and is what th, dccr ufually 
feed on. 

GRA, at leveral killds , iG aile" fou,lld in tho[e, parts, 
and me of it amazinglyrapidqf gro'!'9r, ' Particullll)Y; 
that .vhich i. there . c~cd~ye-p;r;1.[s. and },"j)jch" in,,-opr. 
!hor . Summer a,t~Churchi11i freQ1JeilJly grOFs .to. the ,hqght . of 
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of three feet. Another {peeies of Graf" which is produced 
in marihcs, and on the margins of lakes, ponds, and ri vers, 
is p"rtienlarly adapted for the {upport of the multitudes 'of 
the feathered creation which re[ort to thofe parts II! SUIll

mer. The Marlh Grafs at Churchill is of that Ikeuliar 
nature, that where it is mowed one year, no crop can be 
procured the next Summer; whereas at York Fort, though, 
the climate is not very diiterent, they can get two crops,' 
or harvefis, from the (,me {pot in one Summer. \ '< tche, 
are plentif"l in rome parts as far North as Churchill Rjver; 
and Burrage,\Sorrcl, and Coltsfoot, may be ranked a';;, !'l!'ri 
the u{eful pic,;t s. Dandelion is ,,1(0 plentiful at Churcl.ilf, 
and makes an farly {abd, long before any thing can )~c/pro
duced in the t ardens. 

In fill:t, nltw,thlhnding the .length of the Winter, 
the {everit y of the cold, and the great {c:i.reit y of v('gc'
t.,bles at this Northern {ettlement, by proper attention to 
cleanlineE, and keeping the pcople ' a r-tea[ullabk ('xcrei(e, 
I never had one man unckr me who held the leafi fymp
toms of the feurvy; whereas at York Fort, Alba"),, ""J 
Moofe River, there were almoll: annua l eompbints that t'nc 
half of the people were rendered i<lcapable of duty ,by /that 
tlre.dful diforder. 

I do not wif]' to lay claim to any merit on this oceat}on, 
butI cannot help obferving that, during 'ten years I ':lc! 
, 3N t~ 
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the command at Churchill River, only two men died of 
that difiempcr, though my complement at times amounted 
in number to fifty-thR'C. 

T"" , The' Forefi Trees that grow on this inhofpitable fpot 
are very few indeed; Pine, Juniper, [mall [craggy Poplar, 
Creeping Bitch, and Dwarf Willow" compofe the whole 
catalogue. Farther Wefiward the Birch Tree is very plen
tifnl; and in the A tllJPU [cow country, the Pines, Larch, 
uopJ,qr, and Birch, grow to 'a great lize; t.\le Alder i9 
ll&'~'ound there. 

THE END. 
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