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Immediately opposite to my bcd-room window was a Turkish 
coffee-house, anti a wooden bench unuer the wall near the door 
was constantly occupicu by four or five of the patrole, sleeping:lt 
their length or smohing. These watchmen, cHlleu Pm,.-'Icvend Ii'. 
belong to the Topges, or gunners' corps, and the Topgc-Bashe is 
their immediate superior: they C'.lrry a long pole shod with iron, 
which they beat yiolcntly against the grolmd in going their 
rounds during dIe night, and emplo,v \lith no little dexterity in 
tripping up the feet of those whom they wish to o\'ertake, by 
flinging them along the ground. 

There is no prevcnti,'e police in the place; ano, in the punish
ment of -ofii>nders, those who are caught sufi<:r for those whu 
escape. A severe beating or bastinade is infiict<:d without any 
previous enquiries, upon the first ptrson whom. in any disturb
ance, the patroJe happens to seize, J;:jthcr no pains are taken 
to discover the guilt)r, or when Ji"covcrt:d he may prove to belong 
to the .Jani~saries or soml" olher ('orps, and wil! then he protected 
by the whole body of his comrades. A single oda will Gometimes 
refuse to surrender a culprit. even when demanded by theJanissar
Ago, the O('nt!rai of all tbe Jani!:l~aries. 

I was at a little distance from the watchman's station one day at 
nOOIl, when a young woman, helonging to a class of which there 
arc but few in the place, made use of an abusive expr~ssioa to a 
gahondge, or sailor of the fleet, who, without answering, drew his 
attaghan and stabbed 1Ie1' to the heart. One of our Albanians was 

• The filmollll Pa!lllwan.Oglu was, as his nppel1atioD denotes, the SOD of one of 
tJlCSC watchmeu. Many V,lshas arc what , ..... should cltllllickalulmoo j u apecics 

of raillery at \\hich lhe Turks arc very reutl),; thus 'i'opnl-PuslHl.J is lame 
Pat.I",; KUliCh-Pasba, bald l'ashn; Kior-Pnsha, one-eyed Pasha. 
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on the spot, and cnmc up to me with the story. It happened 
do!So to the guard~hou~c, nod the saitor ,,,,Liked deliberately down 
t:>hc hill towards the port Wllhout anf attempt ucing made to Hp
pn·hend 111m. The "raring of arms i."i rrohibited ill ConManti~ 

norle. hut in Pent ImlnY Turks. e~l)ecully the.' gaJiondg('s, during 
the j)il.,sage of troop" lo tile annie!), under I'f!!tence of bt.'ing pre

paretl for 1;cITice, t'MfY piS10ls and d Ig.gers ill theIr helts. I 
have .')('co one man run after a 'iolher wilh a Jrawn sword, without 
the ICI.I.,t cllart (In the purt of the by:,(:m'/crs to illtermpt the fray. 

Not\\ith.,tanumg. however, tillS Slate of IlL.,ulJ .. mhnation, it 
might he suppo:.ed th'lt no little pains wen.: tal,,:n to preserve the 
peace. or allenst to coquir£' into tilt' "tale of the ctlY. by till' c.)fi

tinutltion of a practice which h<1<, furlHshPd so Ulany agreeable 
incident!:! for the author!:! of the One Thousand aud One Njght.s 
.Uld the Arabil.ln Tales. I have more than once ou:,ervcd a grme 
looking p<'>l'::oonage in a mean hahit, sitting on the bt'nch amongst 
the J)assen'nd oppositf' OUT hotel, playing with hi.'J comlwloio, or 
string of beads, appar('utly lo~L ill meditation. now and thell turn

ing up In" hean for 0. mOl1lent. and then agalll resuming his soli
tary game, Thi~ I wa~ informed ,,,as the BO~lan<lge-Ba::obe in 
disguj.')e. 'fhi ... oflit'er is a person of lhe lii;Z;hc!'>t dIgnity in the 
imperial hou~t'hold, .!<o€cond only to the SellcturwAga or royal 
sword-hl!arH: he is the chief. of tbe Bostaooges, who, from 
bt!ing originally the prdt'ners of the Sultan, are now a domestic 
guard, although widwut 6re~arms, con, posed of five or six thou

santi m(:n. He is at tbe hiad of the police (not includmg Con
slantinolllc), from valhpoh to the shores of the 13luck Sea, and 
i" Uovemttr of Adriant;ple. h mi~ht be thought th.tc the JUtlt:s 

of the BO;::Il~udge-~he render III hi!! case this sp.ccics of mas .. 
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(luerading of some service, but the other gl't!at ofi icCfi of state, 
hy no means cOllllectcd with tbe internal regulation of the coun· 
try, indulge in the oamc practice. I hdve met the Capudno 
Pasha 011 hOI'~eback dressed like a common sailor, and unattellded. 

The Grund Signior himself sOlllt!limes parades the st rct'ts, as it is 
called, incognito. but is ncvcrthck·:,.'1 so accompall icd, as to rcn~ 

del' it not only easy. but necessary to recogni:te him. The purser 
ot the English frigatt· Sea-hol'!'Jc and a woman, "".IIking in Galata 
(Tossed the street before the late SUI~illl Sclim U~ he was going 
onc of his rounds : he ordered them both to be bastilladol'd; but 
being informed that the man was un .English subject, contented 
himself with the cuugelling of tbe woman. ~rany stories arc told 
of summary vengt:ance heing taken on pctty offenders, and of 
bakers and butchers hal ing I>t:en haug('u at thei r bhop doors. but 
I never learnt that the peace and good order of the btate were 
any way advanced by the administration of this furtive justice. 

A fire which had burnt dow n nf'a rly the half of Pcm, rendered 
it difficult to procure lodgings ; but in tllrec days we were sc t~ 

tied at a house in the main street, and immediately opposite to a 
small convent of nuns, and a lane 'leading to J " rnntz~o!:o-ScrH'j, t he 
mansion-house orthc French em l.mssy, 

The "ord seraglio, 80 often confounded with harem, the dwell
iug of the females, although used hy distinction to signi(y the 
imperial residence in Constantinople, means in the original 
I>ersian word Sara1'· ~ no more tlmn a hou'ie Ldonging to any 
person of distinction, and thu~ the 'furl,s Ilfive the 6xpre:,sion 
Inglees-Sura'i, and frnntzoos-Sara'j; the EngJi::oh palace, or' th~ 

• D'Herbelot1' Dibliotbcque, Orlcnt, Arlie, ~nmi, 
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Frenell palace. The first of these L'l a large stolle building, \"ery 
handsome in its external appt'arance, nnd containing seyeral 
long and lofly rooms, one of which is filled up like ~Hl audiellce~ 
chamber, with a throne under a vch'ct cHnopy. Jt was built lately, 
at the expellee of the Sultan; ami the contractor, to muke tllt' most 
of his bargain, complded the work so imperfectly, tlll.ll some or 
the ~mites of apartments are holmost uniullilbitablc from the damp. 

The palace is surrounded hy a piece of waste ground inc10sal by 
a high ",KII, and stand~ at the edge of Pera, 011 the ycrgc of an 
f'xtensive burying-ground which ~lopes down towards the Golden 
Horn, and opem, a \"it;w, from the upper \,,·indO\\ s of tbe house, of 
that part of the port \\-hcre the Turki~h fleet is usually at anchor. 

The \'icinily of a cemetery i~ not in the capital of Turkey 
judged by any means diiagreeable, and no 5pot is 50 lively and fre~ 
quented as the A rmenian and Frank burying-ground at the outskirts 
of Perd, called MNEMATA, or the Tombs. It is shaded with a 
grove of mulberry trees, und is on the edge of some high ground, 
whence there is a magnificent \'iew'of the suburb of Scutari, and 
u great ponion of the 13osporus. l~twecn it and the town there 
is an open span', hU\·ing on one side, to\\8r(\" tllt~ north, a hand. 
,!oome structure of vrry considerable e" lt'Ht, inclosing a square, 
which is the 'fopges, or gunm:rs' lmrr;lt:ks, and furnishes quar
ters for seveI'll} ooa~ of arlillcr)'~mcll. The Oat before the har
racks, is on Sundays, Saturdays, and Friuays, but morc par
ticularly the firit, the scene of a hundred childish amusements. 
There may Le seen a1'll/;ais or light waggons urawn by a pair of 
OKen ~ted in spots, aud hOl'ses saduled ready for hire, togclher , 
with swings, ups and dOll'lts (,A.wpctlt), tec-totums, and most of our 

• Mr. De Guy. hinb at the antiquity of this aec.snw (Letter ::dv.), aflll not 
It'tiI gravely tban the lIire or Scriblcru. uIJprovcs also of .!Jfyinda, o r blur<lmau\ .. 
buff', all B. clll&sicill ptslirnc. 



LET"!: tt X LtV. 

common games of chance; b~sides a number (If coloufro tent", 
and moveable stancis, contaiuing sht'fhet&, ices and fruits. 

The Mahometans seem to enjoy the leisure of the Christmn and 
Jewish Sabbath, no less thnn that ot' their ow» hO]J 'dn)" ami 
lea, e Constantinople to lounge amongst their feilow-sul~jects of 
tRo suburbs. Groupes of Turkish ladies stroll about the wallt,<;, 
or seal themseh'es on the tomb-stones, or within the tents, sur
rounded by their children and attendant.s, and spectators or an 
amusement which has at least the recommendation of ancient 
authority-this is the wrestling, which hItS been often described 
at length, and may be understood from the following short sketch. 

A ring i. generally formed by Turks ... ted on the ground 
(although two antagonisb will sometimes commence the Aport un
observed, and apart), who contemplate the "",tUM eAortA with 
&edate e8geTnes5, and now and then 'Withdraw the pipes from 
their mouths to applaud any unexpected exertion.. The wrestlers, 
excepting a pair of tight leather drawers, are completely undressed, 
and their dark naked Ijmbsand sband heads shine with the oil with 
which they are plentifully besmeared. They advanoe slowly 10-

wards each other from opposite t1uarters of the ring, shouting and 
clapping their hands forcibly on their thighs, at the same time 
inclining their bodies, as if with the purpose of obtaining the 
tlndermo.!)t grasp in the subsequent grappling, and they continue 
6t thi.s i..ind of [ll(1nreu',rr€', cautiously surveying aod circling each 
other for some time before they join. They do nol attempt to 
strike t.ach otller, but lay hold of the arms as 8. prelude to the 
senou.~ t:ncounter. When they me locked together, the chief 
effort of each seems 10 b. to p ... the arm hetween hi. QPPO"ffit'. 
legs. They soon bring one another to the ground, which does 
by no means decide, but rather commence. lbe ardent part of 
the struggle. Theil it is lhat the c0'l'batant. present a complete 
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picture of the ancient ANAKAINonAAH, or incumbent wrest

ling. 'fhey become so interlaced that it is difficult to teU to 
whom the nrms, legs, and heads belong, and the limbs are occa
sionally twisted together more uncouthly than it would be thought 
the utmost suppienes') of joints would permit. They roll over and 
over repeatedly, nnd continue the contebt until the head of one of 
them is decideuly under the bod.y or grasp of the other, and he
is unable to regain a commanding position. 

The Turks originally may have lwrrowed this art from their con
quered suhjects, by wholll, howcycr, it is no longer practised. 
for the Greeks IIcvcr ~restl('. The exercis(' would perhaps be es
teemed too manly for slaves, and might render them suspected by 
their masters. Y ct it is posllible that this game was not 
adopted by the Turks for u-oe hrst time at the conquest of the 
Greek empire, but was a part of those habits wh~h, although 
they were found amongst the , ci\;nzed Greeks, may ha\'o had 

their origin, or have been practised of old amongst the barbarous 
aations of the eaRt. Sandys, w.th his usual gravity, deduces the 
wl'estling from the Trojans". 

The Bybntine ceremomes were some of them borrowed from 
1hose of tbe court of Persia; and the Frank \rho witnesses the au
dience of an ambassador at the Seraglio, may funcy himself another 
I,uitprand, at the court of Nicephorus Phocas, astonished by the 
obscure splendour and mysterious magnificenCe:> flf thc prc3cnce
chamber of the Imperial (j reek. It is more pro hable, however, that 
the Ottoman princes had observed the same fi.)rm ~t Brusa, than 
that they adopted it from a court which, after the tal..ing of tile C:l~ 
PltaJ, had ceased to eXlb:. The Byzanti.ne G rceks c~t (>l'mf'd h~,ju.!; 

Hctation ofaJourney, lib. iii. p.205. 
5p\! 
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on horse buck a sign of dignity; for no .Jew but the 6nt physician 
was a110wed to ride in Const'clntinople *. The same notiot.} hos been. 
before remarked as prevalent amongst the Turks-; but it hud bt'en 
transmitted to them by their Tartar anet'sOOrs; they dl(l not learn· 
it from the Greeks. Tbe flll;ct seems to he, that the customs. 
called oriental, were not exclusively possesseJ by the jnhabituut!). 
of any particular region or country, hut were diffused over the 
most cirilized portion of Europe as well as Asia, amI reignc{l 
without a ri"sl until the rise and predominance of allotht>, a.nd, 
as it were, a distinct race of mankind.-With respect to gene
ral customsi-, the Greeks and Turks had little to learn of each 
other at the fall of the .caslt"rn empire. It is not meant to be 
advanced that there was a perfect similarity \)ctween them. The 
former people may not hUl'C mounted on the right side of the 
horse, nor have turned their toe~ inwards, nor have bowed, by 
droppjng the heud on the shoulder, like the Janissaries. The or ... 
bitrary regulations of religion or of law, fashion, and what mSJ be 
called dJance, hu"e at uU tIme" made considerable changes in 
those points", hieh are looked upon as the characteristic distinc· 
tions of nations; yet, on the .. wbole, t.he system of manners 
belonging to the civilized 8hcicnts of the West and &5t, seems 
to be nearly the same as tbat of the modern Orientals, and 
entirt>ly Jistinct from that of the FranKs and of Chri~teDdom. 
If the Rwtl.ians, lJoles, and JJ ungarians, have any peculiarities 
wllich distinguish them from other Frank Christians, it is because 
the~e nations are of Oriental origin, and have not long adopted, 

• Voyag:: de Bcnj;\min fils de Jonas, p. 13. 
t The cooquerorfo being tbe morc ignomnt of the two1 might imbibe some 

of tlle Opillillll!<. uf the Greeks, and fiuch habits as dc~ndcd upon tboee 0l,illions. 
Sre Lctttr x:ni. p. 50S, of this '·O\UID(,. 
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and still only partially, the manners of the part of the world m 
which they arc now settled. 

The beard. if, tlJe loose robe, the recumbent posture, the usc 
of the bath, djstinguished tbe old inhabitants at Italy and Greece 
no ic!.<s than those of ,Asia. 

In that most important of all points, the condition of the 
female1 the polished ancients approached much nearer to the 

.. This distinction of manhood was univ{,l'Snlly worn by the first Grr('ks allli 
Romans, as it was in early periods by all the 'furks. It (hd IIOt be,ill to be left 

off Imlil tbe time ofDcmosthcnes at Athens, and DO man was ICC'II without Olle in 
Rome befOft' the ) car of tbe cit, 454. A. smooth chill wn a pr(ldigy nm,:m~l th~ 

Saracf'1I warriors, for the young EI{,lflir, the lion of the gr.cal S .. ladine, was frighti'd 

at a man Vi ilhout a bt-3rd. Notwithstanding the discolltinuance of this u~age before 
mcnliOflt'd, the benrd was Agaill iotroiluw) by Hadrian; and Allbaugb Julian 
wns ridiculed on Ih"t account at Antioch, it was worn by All the generals of 
Justiniao, aDd by every l)Cunn of any rank amongst tbe Greeks, 10 the lalt'st 
period ofthcir empire. The shIIte of mo.nl1("rs ill II nation amongst whom IIlcb 0. 

bllbit could be JCllcwcd aOer haYing been laid aside, must have been cntirely 
dift"erent from tboSt' ofChrbfendom in our own days. It may be assertcd, that 

tttis nppendRg{' was wom not vcry loog ago by some amongd tbe most po1ile 
t rank nntinns; bllt tbis, as wcll as the robes belonging to those of Ihe leaTIINI 

professions, nnd used 011 public cerehlPnies by tbe chief pC:TSonages of the sink', 
wal n. custom not derived from our ancbio" of the nor{b, but frOID all iutcrcuun;c 
with, or perhaps a pedaotic imitation of tbe civHiz:.:rl inhabitant s of IIIC south 

of Europet. Tacitus remarks, thnt of the German notin"s, t!'lNC werr some, 
amongst " 'bom no one ,,'as allowed to cut off hill beard uuti) he hnd killed IlII 

tnemyt . l'bc l..ombo.rdti received "their namCI:I from the bingut~rilY of wcarillg 
this diltinguisbillg mark. all the fuce, and their appcllaliun may I» IHW U~, that 

tlle custom in question did never obtAin amollgsl the ,Inetl'ut J.'rnnk s, ill the 
!>ame mall'ncras amongst the Gneks, Romafl!'!, allll Or!c/Jlillll. 

t Th~ ProftMOn of ,he Un;"~ty of Pan. "fOre beardl until fOIt.i<lden by (dut in 15.'1~ ; iu lliIglafld 
Ihe habit ,..., COI)tinlled flIloicb b.1~ , 

I EI ali .. {l(nnUfI"'loIm pgpulil woerpa:um rara et prh .. ta ~ uJu"que 2udl'TluJ., ,.pud C .. ltas m rOllicn. 

Ium vcrti!; ~ primum adol¢vetilll crill.ev'I bubalJlqoe , .. mmiltelr, UCt nISi hO!otc (,e,o uucn: votivum 
.. blipt.u'll'l"c viltuu o.,lt hJ.bUum.-De Morib. Gtnnau. cap. :U, 
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Oriental.! than to ourselves. It "5, i~deed, the boost of CIVl1!4 

zalion to confine one man to one woman, and to check the pro~ 
miscuous intercourse of the 5exes-

14 Concubi(u prohiberc vllgO, dare jana mo.riti:i;" 

but th~ frequency of divorce both in Greece and at Rome-, DlUSt, 

as far as the respectability of the female was concerned, hav~ 
he('1) productive of much the same etTects as a plurality 0:: wives. 
As to the general treatment of women, the resemblance between 
the Oriental. and the Greek. and (it may perhaps be added) the 

Romans, is too striking to escape observation. The ladies of 
Athens were confined as rigorously, and were 8S ~'ed in their 
manners, as those 'Of a Turkish harem. The orator Lysias apol,?"" 
gizes for the widow, whom extreme distress had prompted to .state 
her case in person to some male relations ; and Demostbene8 could 
no other way prove that Orestes and bis sister lived in tbe same 

house, than by an examination of the female slaves, and the evi
dence of a physician: These are decillive instance~ and are quoted 
us such in that one of Mr. Hume'. Essays called a Dialogue. 

A perusal of the fifth book of- Xenophon's Memorabilia, will 
~how that the best Athenian wiv(>s were mere oomegtic drudges; 

for the lady of Ischomachus Ui recommended kneading, baking, 
and shaking clothes and carpets, 3S gpnnastics producti .. e of 
h~alth, and a better colour than the paint with which the faces 

of the females "ere usually hedaubcdt. The Theban ladies, 

• lJc l'Enlfit des Lois. Liy. xvi. cap. 16. " CorioJaD, parlan' pouT 80n 

exil, conH'illa it S3. femme de se rnurk r it un bommc plus I,etlrcall: que Illi. ,. 
t 'A a. ' .. " " • '. ;- • 'E \ ., • ')'a.7 p~ tI, t',,~ UJ'litS 'Y1JfA~alTlpr lIfall T(~ t Va-IIU, lUll ~~ .::u, "a, IfIoIiTI. xou 

#'Tp":fAtII'Tlit "vac-uG"u, u~ lI" ~v!tr,VU1 ._Xenophon. Memorabil.lib. v. p. 848, edit. 
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~ hen in public, .howed no part of their f..,.. but the ey"" ,. 
The singular, institutions of Sparta are not to be quoted against 
those of every other P'4rt of Greece. The females in the time 
of thE' Greek empire were so secluded, that even their brothers 
were aH04Ned acceSi to them only twice a year, and the higher 
c;la.,ses never went abroad except in covered litterst. 

Mr. Hurnet i.s inclined to think that the Romans, until the esta .. 
blishment of the empire, lived with Lheir women mach in the same 
manner as the English, that is., wjtboutjeaJousy, and with Dootber 
gallantry than that of complaillaooe. Yet it appears that the people 
of Rome could not be compared with us either in generosity or the 
want of jealousy; for, not to mentKm other points of dissimilarity, 
they esteemed adultery so heinous a crime, that until the time of 
1'leodQsius, the female culprit was publicly prostituted in the ca
pital of Italy, a bell ringing hefore her as she pa • ...! through the 
ot_ts.-It hal been allowed on all hando" that the respectful 
attachment 10 the other sex, of which the first principles are to be 
fOund amongst our German ancestors II, and which, from the 

Leanclav. There arc sOlBe vtl riatioJis in tbe reading, which may be secn by 
oollluiting tbe abou edition • 

.. Dicalarcbul, Blgr E,UQllto" Anacllanis' Travels, Voyage un Thc!x>s. 
t Pbilelpbi. epist. ap. Hod. Philological Enquirk" chap. v. 
t See a Dialogue, yol. ii. p. 894, and note 20, p. 503, .&says. 
\ U The humanity which accompanW:8 the operations of war, tbe rC'fincmelits 

j)f galhmtry, and .. he point of honour, are the three chief circnmsUln ceR which 
wlitlnguisb aoeient from modem mannen."-Robertson, Charles V. vol. I. 
sect. J, p. g5, ~ edit. 

U Tacit. de Morib. Germ. cnp. 18, 19.-The prolubilillil of polygllJU1' 
aJDOngfit tbe Gctmarrs alooe, of alaeet all tbe Uarbarialls, mJl~t make us believc 
tbat lh('y were instinctively collviDccd of (lie equality of the SCXC), IIpon which 
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height of cbiulrolls frenzy, has subsided into the ready deference 
of European gallantry, waa entirely unknown to the greAt na
tions or antiquity, and is the chief pe<;ulittrity of that cast of 
character which marks the difference between modern aud ancient 
society. To this cause mu,;tit be uttributed, that prudence, slm .. 
plicity of manners, good l'Iense and judgment, are not so much 
esteemed, as gaiety, politeness, taste, and delicacy"; and that a 
man of our d,IY, whose character should be impressed with the 
hardibood of antiquity, ulight excite our wonuer, bud perhaps 
command our admiration, but would attract neither our love nor 
.our esteem. 

We may al'er with Montesquieu, that many argumenb may 
be offered for and ~gaillst the liberty of women-" il-y-a bien 
des raisons pour et CQ7,t,.e La liberfe. des femmes;" but notwith .. 
standing the hesitation of that philosopher, the Christian zeal of 
our rimes would decide the case in fU\-'our of the sex, if we could 
persuade oursello:'es, with a li\iely and by no mffins unexperienced 
Mussulman of the Jast century, that the greater diffusion of Isla· 
mism bas been prevented by the woment. 'When, however, a 

persutlsil)n nil mrnll;rn gRllantry is founded. Tltc conjugal sevtrity (uura 

matrimonilJ) of thcse ,avag~ has not, together with their attacbment to the 
'Women, de!.CCuded to their modern \lOSfcrity. f'emnle oficmleJi are IIOt now 
whipped throllgh the ,trCt.-ta • 

• t\ Dialogllt" p. 395, vol. ii. Hume's ESliays. 
+ Mr. \V. Mon~aguc totated tbis to tbe Duke of l1amilton, ill ptCICDce of Dr. 

~100re at Vmlcc.-See A View of Mannerl, &c. in Italy. Again't thie merit 
rna] I" weighed tbe fact, that the Chincse prll5cribt:d Chrittianity ou aecolltlt 
of tbe libetty and equality 1"hicb it granted to the female &eXt and tbat, tbere- . 
JOft·" our religion will never be that of Cbiftl. "Une chOlt bien t,iste," PyA 

l10nttlquieu, Ii,. xix. cap. 18. 



LETTER XLl\'. 345 

late author declares that he would judge of the progress of civili
zation by the influence of females in a state·, he should surely 
have limiteu his remttrk to the n"ltions of modern Europe, and to 
1 he present order of things; and the neccs::.ity of sllch a limitation 
is most di!tinctly shown, by the unfortunate rcfcr~ncc which he 
has made to the urbanity of the l..acetl.emonimls. No people in 
C reece were distinguished by ~o total a want of polished manners 
as the inhabitants of Sparta; and one of the first plnlosophers of 
antiquity comments upon the defective policy which g"4ve such 
undue power and Jiberty to their woment. Allowing the com
plete superiority of theIr military character:t, we cannot but put 
them at the lowest rank amongst the professors and inventors 
of scit'nces and arts; nor do we find that when wealth and power 
had made them luxurious to a degree unri,'alled by auy other 
Crecian sta.tt', their debaucheries were accompanied with auy signs 
of taste or in~enuity. 

It would he as diflicult to discm"er the cau~e, as to decide upon 
the merits, of the Oriental treatmen·t of women. Polygamy, and 
the scdusion of females, are lIot, a::. Baron Reidesel ~ (supported 

• • Thornton', Prestot Slate of Tm"!'y , p. ~l L, 4to. 
t Aristot. lib. i. Rhetoric; lib. ii. Politic. Dc P"uo:v, Philosopbical Dis.. 

aertations on the Grtf'b, vol. ii. IoCd. 10. 
t Xcnopboilloid the ten thousllml. that it would be unseemly both in tht!ir 

eye. and hi, 0"", to appoint him J.,"I'm'rnl, when a J...ae<."denlOuian .. 115 prcscnt

KII'. A~tJl". lib. ,". p. 4:31; and this asc('ndancy \HIS so much the more extra .. 
ordiuary, at the other Gn,cinn states hat! at (bat tim,c sucb a teputntion fOf mi. 
lita,y IIkiU, tbat Caryatides, a Tbchnn, journeyed about, enquiring if any city 

01" nation WRI in "ant of a genero.l-<I"TpOln')m;~ "Ill i1rIk.'Y'Yf>'>'0l'-no~) i: Tlr ; 

".>'If; 13-"r n,.-r"".lio'To.-Ibid. lib. 7.. p" 4.99. 
\ U La polygamie et I'uaage de tcnit Ie, femmes renfermee. cbez elles .ont 

done dea ~ti:t. des elimata: .. baud.)" &c.-Voyage au LeTallt, chap. i •. p.3S8. 
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by the authority of Mont.squ;"u) R"ppo .... ,b" immediate elf.et. 
of a warm sun, nor are they to he found alone in 80Uthern cli
mate!. "U!ages are imlepemlent of latitude and longitucle·." 
A plurality of wives is allowed among.t the Kamochatdal •• ; and 
there is no less sen~aality jn their frozen huts than in the harerrul 
of the Tur"-8. In 'rhlbet, and some cold countries of AlIilUt a 
wife is permitted to have sevel'tll husbands: tbis, '88Y8 MOlltes

quieu, i:i because 10 those places there arc born mote lnale than 
female children t: hut whatever rnay be the caust\ It iB deoar from 
this "ery in!tance, that the passions of the one sex at lea&t, are 
as strong in cold as in 1'I'arm chmares. The Egyptian, did not 
seclQde their women until the ti.me of l .... kern, the ti,ird Ftltimite 
Calipb. and reheHed when the order was first promulgated. 'fhe 
ASKJTlans. aUowed the women to feAAt with the men, although in 
the hea1't of a country whose inbabitants have been at all times 
most strict m that Tespect, and considered the custom as a .strange 
corruption, and degeneracy of manners:. The restraint 8t.ftrereJy 

ob""'Ed one huudred .nd fin,)' years ago in the treatment'" the 
Spnmsb ... omen, "as not 'prod~ced by the sun. but .... a NIic of 
Muorisb manncr~. The d18ti~ion between th~ booded.'AwJ:l..aa 
women and the Spartan Phlrnomerides, was cap~d, u 't:\}" the 
different aspect of the .ky, but the sepamle imtitutiou ot. t.hc 
tWG states. 

It may be inferred that the Turks, when Ib.y lirst ... ued from 
their mountains, and were like their other Tartar brethren a. ~
denng nation, had not such ability of confinin,s- ~if wqme~ tis. 

weir Ottoman descendants, who have fixed seuJelJ}e~ts ... a~ a..,e 

• Stfltc or Tllrkey, p. 'SOT, 410. 
+ De l'E_llric de Lois. Lit. :Il'i. eal' • •. 
t Decline and f'atl, ~. ii. 410. p. 851. 
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·deserted the camp for the city. Neither Carpin, Rubruqui..s, ftor 

the other early traYellers amongst the Oriental Tartars, advert to 
8ny seclusion of their females, although the)' notice the plurality 
end the huying of their wives·. \re learn, howev<.>r, that the de
licacy of nc,'er speaking of their fernalelf, is a<;cri bed in k moch. 
higher degree to the 'l'urki.::ib nations, than to tbe other Orien~ 

Inlsi-. 
\Vbether we ar-c to cn.ll their sC(;lu$ion barb8rous Of' not, the 

pity bestowed ulJon the Turkish women muy well be spared. 
Lady ~r. 'V. IHolltague. who had tbe best me,IOS of (f}nning a 
judgment, has hi,ell an ennahlc picture of thei r domestic life; 

and, as r~r 8S Cf\n oe oh ... crvcd froUl their pubhc appearance, tbe,. 
orc in po,,~st;ion of lite enjo),ments suited to their taste. Tbey 

can ride in their arabats, saiJ in uleir b:.l.rges, and ramble at plea .. 
sure through the crowded st rf;ets of tilt! cit)', or the walks ill the 
environs of Pera. Persons of high rank lIlay rt'fuse t.hemseh'c5 

the Juner gratification, but if they tio, it is Ii. ,·olunt.ary restraint, 

o.s uoder disguise they may walk alone in any quarter; a liberty 
not f'njoyeu hy the lligher c1as:;cs or our own capital. Not ooly 
the .ArlllelHan uLlr)'ing~!!round, ~ut the sloping gardens of Dolma

llaktchc, a mile beyond on the .1ihore of Ule Bosporus, arc fre· 

• All reste, C1H1CUll PCllt :woir f\lItnnt de femmes qu'il en peut 1l0Urlir • , •• 
lis les achdcnt fort chcrCllll:nt de leu r pcres I't mert.'II .... Voyage de Garpin 
en Tarlarie, altid.: ii.-" I'our ('c qui cst de leurs mariagcs, iI fautscnvoir que 
pehonue lI'a de fC:ffime Ii'a lie l'achelc."-Voyage de Ruhruquis en Tnrt<1.ric, 
chap. ix.; Vuyages faits principalcmcnt en .hil'. &C .• l La II aye, M.U('C.XXlCV. 

+ Thc common delicacy of the Orienlals ill never speaking of their women, 
is ascribed in a ml/ch higllCt "e~f(!c by ArahltSh to the l'urki..dl nation.-De_ 
cline and Fa:J, &c , CIlP , 65, nolc '1. 
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qnented h .... , man,r partic.~ of Indies, who seat themseh'cs on silken 
('ur;hions and ridl cnrpets, the furniture of their tlonses, and \·icw 

thl' (Ueritl playing in the flat helow, or the humours of a Je\\isb 
moulltC'lmnk under a spreading mulberry-tree. A lillie hoy, calleu 
a Dolop-oglassi. generally accompanies diem, (lml rl:lYs on a 
mnndolinc \I hilst tbey nre sipping their cofiee alld .~ herbet. und 
attending to the gamDo}s of their infimt chilJren. 

No one tws written 011 the character of this nation v.ithout no
ticing the reciprocal atTection of thn mother and t\if' children in a 
Turki"h family, and this [Poeljng. tenner in the one. re~peclful in 
the other, and con .. tant tlnd indi.s<;oluuJe in both. must of itself 

secure for die women a hapl)iness \\hich the artifici:tl regulations 
of ElHo l~a ll society ha,"e perhaps a lemlclicy to interrupt nnd 
annih ilate. The V ulide, or Sultan-Mother, possesses II mitkrlltli 
power, and bas ~ometimes t!xercis(·d all unpropitious infiut'lJce 

over the Grand Signior himself The law "Iueh forbids thc~1'Js
sulman to mourn for the dead-, still allows the O1oth('r to Wet"p 

three clap o\'eT the toOlL of her son. The woman has an abSOM 

Jute controul in her household, and enjoys a domestic pnwer 

which, amongst ourselves, it is ~fh,'n the fruitless aim and labour 
of a ",holc fcmale life to attllin. Th<.ough the" benclen dosol," 
or two words of di\'or~:e, can dissoke a marriage, tlwy cannot 

deprive the ",jft' of her porlion, which remnins at all times, anu 
uncler ncry circumst<luce, im·iolahle. 

The plurality (If wives. which the spirit of an European Indy 
cannot even reflect upon with patience, is nol in 'rurkey so terri
ble, nor bO common a calamity .I S is gpnerally ~tlpposecl. The 
wives, CHn if there are four, li\e in separate ~uile.s of apartments, 

• llobovilllt 011 'he TUlki~h Liturgy , socl.5. 
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and command their separate. estaLlishmcnt!t, The .laughters of 

Sulisns, or such as bring large portions, will not allow of a rtval; 

flnt! thosp, who are not \\ Ealthy c • .mnul atlortl an ('xpensi\'e ~.sta~ 

hhshm('ut of win>s nil)' more than of horses or slavc:.. Thc same 

ou~erH':llln may be made rcspt'ctinJ,!; cOllcubinage. The u&c of 
female slan·s is not, perhaps, more com mOil ill Turk(·y, thun the 
pTOnl1~CUons amonr:. of tht; hushunus of Pari::; or LOIIJOIl: the 

difTrft:nce is only in the instilution, which H.\"o\, cdl} admits of 
.c;uch a pnlclice . Itt.hould he recollected, that the I~'mall' attcnd~ 

ant~ uSllally belong to the lllislrt::.S, and not to the nlaster of a 

fanllly. ForlOt'f wl'Ilt'rs ha\'c corrected the Nrors of Chri"tt:n
dam. which ellcourngt'll :.t bdit!f that the- l\lu~:.ulmalJ.'~ con~\dered 

their fl.muies maJe soldy for dJC gr<1uliccttioll of hdil'n:rs, and 

uenieu lhem souls, and a plan' in thc future Paraui!)eoio' . 

• "M.tllI'md was not so hard-lIl'At/ed (nward~ Ihe >\()m"'1 as 10 ('xclude them 
fmm H"aveR," 'l',l('re ilre passag('s ill I'"! I{ufilll u'tic" ,:.'c tclt' the maller
u \VhOSrlt' \lt"r (1"lh ~QmJ work~, (,jIlin marl Hr lI(}frllln, alii' Iwlt,·v.'lh, "'I.I"enl('r 

into r .lr/cd ,sr." "T III'Y ~ h . tli l'lIh'r gardrllS of jlk:t~lm', togl'lhef "jill those 
of their f.:thers or wiv('s liI,lt h,nt' dmtl' ~ood." "B,"i,'"ill~ /tH'1I allll bdiedng 
women "t" II ('''I('r iu ttl I he hl'a v('"IX P'lr( .. J i <'(', " - Sf'(' SU r:I I, x I. v, 4:J; x vi. 

v. 95; xiii. v, 2.'l; xlViii. v. f,; iI' ii v) 12 ; Ix. \' . 12 ; ''''' 1, v. II. Sec 11 Sitort 
!'iJ~tem of/he M;dwlUctllfl TIICOI(lA"Y, culkclc.! fmm III(' Ambie,\ lJ tlHlr~ hJ rhlrian 

Hct '.HII', Loud, 1712, M'd. I~. ,\tllIlo this, tllUt the \(';1, ,i··d Or. T . lI yc 't', cou}
mClll iuA" o n tile Turldl!>h Liltttgy of Doh~ J\'itl s, ~ap;, "Hte !>l"ISU;.: I.lkal>urt'~ of 
Phracli~e alc rcd .. OII('ti nllt'(!uric;ll by the wIse:,.1 !\Jilll<mll't, ' n ~. that tlw}" may he 

IJ('i kr COllc('il't.'(l by human IIlItkr,Iaudill,!!; ju ... , U~ IIlIlIIy III;IIg5 hfe ... aid ill tbe 

Huly Bib't·, unc'( Ihe maliller of 111('11. For, wnlill", 10 ,Ill' i\I(lfOC('f) t'lnlta ~sa~ 

dOT, wl1('11 I mefitillllfil R plt'ilb,lIIt Kar(\c'lI lIke Ihal 01 ParaJI\C, ire rlllS\II'roo me 

by a (qHo" f, s,~yiug) ParadHe lOflS .~ucit a pltUf' to ,.: llIch fi n/h im; could ,,~ 

ltkclI('ri ;/l {liis lJ.·orld, 10 ;:it, U;hlCh nellllt'T ~ .'Ic I/lid <('('II, 11 (/1' cm Ilcard, n(/r 

~IIUud info lilt' Ilt'ort oj lIh '1,"_A Tr(.atl1tC COIHX'fllillg tlt(, TII,).!.)1r l~i tllrgy, 

~n, t. 5, Du:e tI, p. 14!. 
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These absurdities may be credited by some of the vulgar, although. 
the same funeral sen'ice is performed Ol'er the defunct of both 
5e~cs; hut Sir 1)3ul Rj'('aut WetS elllirdy mistakt'n, when he atln
buted the depra\'it.v of the Turkish women to their disudid' in a. 
future ~tatc". Jle was also going too far, in describing them m 
destitute of all principles of ,'irtue. Examples of .scnsualtitJ a.~ 

no doubt to he found nmongst them, and many travellers, who 

p('rlmps h:.n'(' only heen served by the procurers of Pcra with AT
mCllian femah?s, will be ready to vouch fort and magnily the fact, 
'l'hey hal'c, it is true, as great a scope for the jndulgencc of any 
t!\'il inclination as tIi!: beauties of Cbrist~ndom; but Lady 1\<1. W. 
l\:lontague can not. have been seriou!!>, when she hint.s that they 
are equally licentiou!i. I heard scveral tales similar to those told 

in h,>ok.:i, of assignations formed at the .shops of Jewisb rJller
chants Clilri jt;\\>{:lItCrs, some of which bad terminated tragically" 
An J talian, who kcpt a trinj,ct !:ohup in P crn, oisappeared 
suddenly, and a Lody was found ill illS hOIl"lc entirely strip~l, 
which \\ as afterwards disco\ ered to be that of a f<"'11utle of distlnc

tion, wlio, to grati(y her lo\'er, had robbed the harem of bcr 

husbam.l, and had been murdrd to prevent detection. The 
same lUoti\'c hit:. ~om(,times bt-cn fatal to the other party. The 
courll'~ans of the ~uburbs arc chiefly Creeks, although tiu: re arc 
sonic Armenian, .. , <.Ind a few of the lowest class urI.! J\.1ahoOl<:lans. 

1 hhouhJ JOIIUl \\ hether there is in tile character of tht: Turki.::.h 
women, ignorant as they arc, more \'oluptuou!!>Il('s,": thull in the 
~piritual females of our own luxurious metropoli.s, 

• Hid. oftbe Ottoman Empire, 8vo. p.271, Qooted in the abovc commcn .. 
tary. 
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It is roundly asserted hy Busbck, Sandysff, and other writers? 

th It they are tainted Wllh that 'which the author of the Prcscnt 
Slnte of 'J'urkpj h<l." o\"cfshadoweo in the delicacy of his phrase, 
U as an incorrectness of taste, anJ irregularity of conduct t." 
The charge 111U&t hav(. lw~n founded on individual insl:nll.:cs, hut 

these ('OOrlllllics caunot. from any thing 1 heal·d. be callt~d ella· 
ractf'ri .. ric of tile 'l'urki~h women. 

Th l! external :Ippearunce of the f('m~.dcs does not promise any 
very snpt·rior personal heauty. Their form i.s unwiddy and 
flaccul, but their large. blaCk cyes illlrmounted with al) prched 

brow all a furehf~ad 1'1' dazzling whitt'llcss, would be sutliciclltiy 

attractin~, if the appearance of the ~me features in almo.st ('very 
woman did nol ipad OIlC to SUSp l ' :'t tho.')C h~auties to he artificial, 

which is gf'nNaliy the case. The other parts of their t~ICCS ure of 
a rp-gulur make, Hnd of }t pOlibhctl smoot/mes'!. Thei r died nuils, 
and some other personal peculiarities, me no mor~ agrecaule to 
an .F:uropf'<tn taste than their custom of slJ}okirw. NothinO' can 

~ ~ 

he more diSsimilar than the appcnra"nce of a 'l'urkib!t Jady at bome 
alli.l ilb road. Her cnvelopeml'nt i:l thrown olf w;thin doors, and, 

as Salldys says t, her und'! l' 1.lre)hen her upper garmcnts, "hich t 

altl lollgh co\'ered \\ ilh gold and othe. hpav'y orn"'IlH ~ nls, are cer
tainly 1I0t contri"ed for the concealment of her (;b rms. 

'l'r:.l\'t;·I\t:'rs arc at this day under dis:.u!yantages nut expe ';,'nc~d 

in fOr'11t:r time.s, if, as ,Mr. 'l'ourndo rt uo:,crt.!l, tile il.lerior of 

fl.:lTlule batbs was once opf'n to tbe illspcctlon of tile curious,. 

Thl'SC retrealS are at pn~sclJt absolutdy ini.lcccs""i ble ; 110) does it 

.. Epillo1. iii. !\ i~cln.tion ofn. JOllrtlt'Y , p. W, liL. i. 
t P. 3b5, ctht. 4tn. 
t H.dation of .. Journey, lih. i: p.6'i. 
~ VO)'<lge uu J..c\'anl, !cttre XI\,. ~1 . !JS. lum. ii. 
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now h:li'Pf'fl tlwt the wOIllen take, tiS it is rcported they formerly 
did", any inlcre:o. t ill th(' (:oll\'ersion of unbt'iIe\'ers. 

Tht" purdla~e of 1~'llIal('" "aq ut one time p~nlljttcd to tbe 
Christians : at prf'l'Ient, HOlle but Mahornetans are a.lowed that 
plinlege, or can CH' 1l hI' (In'se llt at the ill!:ipection of the &la,'es. 

AUfal-lhz:H, the lonlH r ti:llla!c sim'e-marhet, was burnt uown in 

ihe ldst rebellioll. Tile I,nperial Odalisques, ht::longing to ti)e 
Sultan's harem, are tor till' tHo..,t part prcst-Jll~ from ~he Pashas, 
rrocured from thl) merchants who trade in Circas!:>ia and Georgia. 

The), are the attendant!> of the KhclduIlS, or fa .. ouriles oCtile Sul
tan, the household of each of whom is compo~ of ).)() or 200 
or these ueaulil'!>. This i ... a more prooobic n .. lation than that the 
whole of the Ouali"qllP'; Ii"", and slet·p in t"O large oornlltories, 

as i" comilionly rqlOrtcd. It is "mollg~t tile :;('crcts of the mys
tcrious interior of lhe semgllO (t1u.: ill:\ It'l jurct.:k. woru:i I,t'ver 

pronounced without r(,spect by tbe Turb), ~ Inch, in spite of all 

reSl?arch. <Ire even yet pn· .. cncJ. that the number of the Kha~ 
duns is not pn'cl~cly known: tl"l(.· la.\t at:couell of the hanOI limits 

th(,nl to scHnt. Thi '.l calculatioH, one way or the other, llIU~t 

be much o\"(.'r~rnkd, (1:' It \\oul(t)urni:.h tbe SuI Ian with Uel\\C'en 

thirtet:n ami fou rkNI hundred concllbill(,s: Sultan Achnll'l tl:e 
First tS said, io tile Continuation of Knolks, to hun~ retained 

thrce lhou~a Jl(l; Out Salldys, who was ~Il 111'<'; {'ourt, mu!,es the 

nnmher fiv(' hunc!ft"d .t. ] t is f('porlt'd, that the Odalisqw::s of the 

prf'~nt Grand Signior do not cHllount to marc than three hun~ 

• Pawles Hcmnrqllllbirs drs Orientnux, p:lT M. (:011,11111. 
t Nolice sur la Conr lin (~Tantl Seigueur, Puris, J~, p. 5:2. Dr. DIlUaway 

!:>I'ly s tbey WI'Te IoIX until the time of A bdulbamid, tbl' lasl Sultan bill tl'lO, '" 110 
aJdctl one KbSt!on.-CoIISt. Anc. am] !1d1)(] . p. 27. 

i Relation of a .JourIlI'Y, lib. i. p. U. 
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tlrpd. }\rh. Dt' Tot! t <'l'l' nJ '5 to thlllk tll.lt til£' 'lnnunl ('\p{'n , I' of 
('aeh /<.' Illal(''.., lin. '),> d ol''' IIOL ('\c('t,d t('l1 :,! IIIllC.l"', :llld (·ollc ilule ... 

fr0 1l1 that ClrCfllll.,taIlC(·, lildt ti l(> halt'Jn m ,l)' I~, ' UI 1!l0I!( 'll \\llhout 

UlI V "."l. f ('\('nllc.-An \'/tI '(I(l,J! Illctlwci I't " .,J llu t!) dtlllllll..,lllllg 

tillS e ., tuhJi " hmLn1 \\U, adopted lIy till hUl' (/l,llId \'1/111 n. lIr,u· 

tar. \\ hI) drO\\'Iwd m O ll th'lIl a JlII lltirl'd Od,lh"t}lIt'''' 01 ~1J 1{d ll 

J\lu .., lapha .... h .lrcllI , iII '> tlad of' n 'Ill!), !Il:!; tbrIll, a .. :'> 1 .... ll tdly the 
cu, tOIll, to I ·:~\.. I S.lrai, tI\I' Old ...... l l,l :.:,k'. 

'111 1' Idll' (ales l'lldll\ l to tilt' <1I .ld l()l) t'l'I"1l101l11 <; o( ,ilt' Impt' 

nal harem I t' ljllI h no 1:., tile t ,ontl ,Hhtllllll 111 ,1 11 lht') "-1\, hi fi ll I' 

mpl '\H!I fi-Ulll \\('I!~lll('lll'l'd \\lllL I '- 11 app' ,If .. 111:1\ tIlt ...... ,,1-
tall \ ~1'I~LlI')Il,> .11'1' 111.111, · til/OInt!. 111 ., " ... Ih t l, Ii\( 1,1 ",tlun ... , or 

~ometuIl L' tilt: \'alid, ·, and th:1l 111 ... (;Ih)l( 1'1'> 110\1/1( d 1>\ tlw 1, 1'
y.\}ah-Kh.1t1ulI, o r Int t.: nd.lI1 t o( till klll'llI. ' I he .. \01 \ 01 Llll u\\ 

!l1 g: tile handken..: lll l'f, \I IHCIl II u .., :'0 c'>t. lhl."hl'd .. ',1( I, ,kit It II.IS 

ll1tlOiluu'd Illlb no llllll' .... ucep..,'> upon the EIl1!,h ') h .. I,lgl "I . all~1 

hecame pr.,"HC Illlal , I" 11 01 "0 \~n tll'( ' a fictIon a .. h,I" hlt.11 Jat t Jy 

I Hlil l"lIl('1 I , Lut Ort .;;"; Hlatt'S III til(' OII('ot.JI pr,lc tlt t· 01 ,'I'(,(llllP,dl) llIg 

a VI::'lt '\ltlt d !;di. , aud ~PI\('I"lll\'~1 .. 1I,nd ... \\OIl-cd \II ~old or " lh('l'. 

The Keyay.lh , o n ddnl'nl1~ t~, ;l '.) IICC, pr('"ulh til l' (hhh')IjUP 

\1 Ith a PICCI' of' lI1u ,>11II, cont.lllllllg u':Iually ')011,' \light g. lIll1, Ill .. 

and (; mhroltl.'rcd handk(· rdlll'f ... 

l:,cry cp l thLt o j' comml'>lI'atlOtl 1m !> h( pn alin('hed to til!' Lid", .. 
of the harttTI; lmt u-. no "flte f \Va::. 1" 1'1 aIJIC' t o 'peak j,l Olll JlI...I-

• Vol. i. p. 1.31. 

t II IS 1jbJ('<;ty wtt/tc1re-v willi nH' f.'lir 011(' to lite lfllC' rlor; " WIIfLh," ~ lUi I 

,"nkr In U f'!'11011K,11 pHper O:-l~l t lIar, " mlghl 1)(' 11 ~l1bJ(d of !.\"rI'ul con!, 0: 10 

nil' p;uhcSj " ltholl~'h Wt that slilld wllhonl, m,uJc, ml:lhought, but it IllliL Ulolh 

figure. " 



854 JT.TTEn XLI\', 

sona} experiencE', the pity may he gratuitously and unseasol1abl} 
hes towed upon persons who arc not, perh~ps, at aH scnsil>le tllat 

they con he the ()l~iccts of any otlJt'1' t~elil,g than envy amI admi

ratIon. It was sayin~ more perhaps than was intended, whell 
.1\11'. Tournefort a llo\l cd tllL'm to be, of all the :-.1ulcs in the worlll, 
the I('ast mi'lerabJc "' . Educated from a tender age within the 

pn'ctnct:) of the Seraglio, and fl;'elin.~ not a Wish for I hat hucrty 

"hll!J no femalc' in the empire enjoys, they partake of :.JI the 
amu-.em('nts, and are educated in aU the accomplishments of their 

~ex; alld tilt' hOlles of each arc con~tantly cheri!>hcd by the chance 
of her being the fa\ourite of her Imperial ma~ler, anci pCrllilP~ 

til(> motlll'f of an Ottoman sOVl·rt·ign. 
The Y,llidf', or Sultan-motber, has reycntlCS and a separate 

estubh~hm('nl: IIt'r inHueucc ha~ in some reign:. been con~idt> "uul,~ 

enough to hI..! highly prcjUtiicial to the illtcre~(<; of the cmpirt!: 

'Such WliS the motlwr of 1\1 ustapha the First. 

III the fir!>t aillancc of l~ngland amI the POI'te, there was an 

luterchangl' of pr..; :.cnt~ and ·'clters hetweeu Queen Elizaheth and 

the Empres!>-'Vde, as she was ~ylcd) of Amumth the Thirdt, 
who possessed the Importance alwhyo attached to the motber of the 

hell' appar(·nt, and indel-!u to any Hasseki, or mother of a royal son, 

and continued to (,I~joy her dignity and power as Valide, in the reign 

rtf 1\.Jahomet the 'J'lurd. The Queens of the harem han! been 

c1mrged "11h the commis, .. ion of e\'ery disgract"ful \'iolencc; and the 

JI."rociou'!' ambition of Olle female, whose character has been ren
dered notorious by the pen which hilS represented it in the most 

.. Voyage Llil Mvant, leUrc xiii. Vilt ii. p. 20, edit. Pari .. )7.7. 
t Soc Jlakluyt, TLe Engli~b Voyagcs, &c, vol. H. p. 311, edit. 1593.. 
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agreeable traits, has communicated itself to the whole succes~ion of 

female Sultans. But Roxalana and the mother of Mustapha are 

not to ca5t a shade O\'er all the Ottoman Princesses, allY more 
than r, .. tharlne of ]\fcdicis i., to be gl\ en as a fair specimen of a 

French QuecIJ· . The powerful fcmal es of the harem ha\t€ been 
allowcd to possc<;s in a .. upPfior dcgrf'c a ,irtuc which is of itst::lf 

the cha raderi .!; tic of a lIohle and ing~nuous mind-their carly be~ 

npfuctors the,), Ilc,-cr torget: am} the risc of "cl'eml gr€'at Olen of 

tll(> Turkish cmpire has ori;6natni fronl tlw gr::ltltudc of a f..'lVOU

Tllc, \\ ho did llet f:ul j l) opal' HI ll1:illd the author of her illl rouuc
tlOn to till' Seraglio. The Y ttl!de, III the lime of tbe late Selim, 
\\(\:- prl· ... r nted to Sultan .t.\l:!<;lrtphn his father at tht: age of ninc, 

h) \' el i Ellend i the 1\luftJ : .IlHl \,hen, in the reign of her son she 
W[l:' all-po\\crful, ~he loadl'd \\Jlb \\calth \ '('Ii \ "ade, the child of 

he!' Ijr~l Ilw:,tcr , uutl ad\:ulccd hun to the lllgll(' ~t. Iionoul's of the 

Law. 
I \\111 no\\ conclude tillS notice of the fmperiai h:1rcm, which, 

:.b T ourJlClo rt <my" of hi:i ac('ount of' Ga!lippl i. i", all 1 can tell of 

11. \\lllIollt ha\in~ been dIel" with mcn\ io ll1n~, tklt I made no 
dlfJfi tu g~' t fa o, l/.!:hL of It s nJ n:!I ,. f." bemg p(;I'''lIaded of' tile tOL<11 
lllipracllc,\hdity of' "uch an '\Hempl. 1t ih':': not been at all lin)cs 
illljlO",:'ILk to pcuctrate into the gardcn ~ of the S~raglio, oy 

... The crud Qncen of ~olymnn, "lto causclllJim 10 mllnlcr )Il S gallant son 
I\J lhta plm, "ul! tho.: inlant loon of that Prill c~, cannot be rec()gni~et1 in thc g"y 
.l"n·ud, I\l,~trt:.,~ . Tile HOl(aialia of UlIshck (sec Buslwq . epist. I. p . 29, u5q. 
ad. ::J7; cpil>t. iii. J)' 1:! 1 ,edit. (hon. WoO) allJ Call1{'mir is not Ihe Hox,,\ana 
of \larmC!utd; Lilt the auli. " r of ;\loml Tales has reco rJcd tilC manllcr ill whicb 
~11!' ru~c l'J powpr (and li e fuundrd Il is sto!'y on" fact) , ratiJcr than tllc usc 
"hic!1 ~!1c aftcrw"rdb lIIadc of her 1lUlilOJiiy OVl'r tlie SuUun . 

5 H '1 • 
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till' as:;jfi t<l.OC(, of a toreigller cmployed in their slIperintemlance :. 
uut till' tunc chosen for that cllterl'ri~c lllllNt l,e wilt'll tilt' h .. h.\~ 
d Ull ... and tht: Odali~qu{'s hu\'c h~'t' U reOlu \'eJ to till'ir SU lHtlH.'r pn

bee.:': t:\CII tht:' ad rt!lItnrou.:i P OtH{llC\'iUe beheld olll.\-" all e lHpty 

dormitory.. Wlit.' 11 allY of the ladi,· ... walk in tht' gardcJl~ with 
till.! Sl'itan, or lIlon' frolll tht: dillcfcl1l dwcll i ll f!,~ of tlic Sc ... ,g lio, 

the Black Eunuchs pl'ec('dc tht:m; anJ at the !"cdoubtahl(· cry of 
" H ekel!" allY ~afdcllers who llltly IJ(: \,ithin lhe "all . .;, .lballdon 

their work, and tly tu the gtl tC5 : cn'u the ,nUlc Eunuchs ur.:: 

c)..dmled. 1\ loi lt' fef would be at alice cut to pieces by tile .'mhrcs 
of the Blacks-" Qui est ce (lui \'ouuroit moun!" pour un coup ~ 

d 'o.-II si mal ('mplo)'t,~, ?" 

• Tourncforl , VClY<lgC dn J ,('vant~ l('itn' xiii. vol, iii. p, 20, ('tlit. Paris: I i 17. 



J,ETTJm XL\, 

Tile Valle,lf of & .. cel 11":I/O,\-TII(' P IIIIII (trill(, TJ(II 11,'1.,,1 ,-TIl( 

II oar/, (Iud ' dl(l~t (!( JJI 19na/,'-Homl to BU.'lul.-r!t, {-'II/( 

'l'h ruo(l/t Dank, /~r tIll' nn/lorll,\ - Tltt 'I'o<.:u (fIll ' Jl/ ((II/uw 

(!J' H",IIuk-r/IJt - 'I'll! }';/lIIJ/JnlJl S,,/(' '!f III(' ('fill '" /0 1-i1l/fIJIl!.i 

-'J'hf C,IJ(/1/(UI' I:.{t ,'), 1/1/fI. tI/l Hul l I'li/- 'll/( " ,(/111' ,"" ;',/1'1'\ 

Itf flu n O\jJfJlU'- 'I'll(' ,\IU' ( 'Il,fl('~-'I'hc 1I /(/,Oll-(;;(/)//', 

Jt!ouu/({11l - 'j '/I( Shon lu \'( (II({/'/ - j{Ofll'WtlOf(( - r iw(f/'

}3al.l(/u,'I-Aadd,-/\/II; 'II/ I/u' /~:jJfe (d ClwlC(do1t-A-i~·, 

huh,;, or LWUlJcr', 'rv',fr. 

~TRANG1·:n~ al ]'l'H\ aTC '1 ':>ua!1y takell to '>t'e:\ 

(xrlnin Hurnbt r of iopOt<. 1I1~hc \ IClIII l y of COII,>tantlJ. \)ple; tltt: 

clllcf or "hlch are the ,'aiil., rot" ~\\l'Pl W,lte r:.. tllf' \ltl.t~C" or 
Ht ·lgnuk and Buyuk-den .. , the lIlouth 0 1 I h~' Bt>..,porn .." lh"GI.lIlt .... 
lomh, du' mouulaHl of HOll rga\o tlt' ;d,O\'~ ' ~clllan. :t ,,~l ti ll' ~ard (' n 

of j",llIa r-H.d,tche~sl. At the \)f', ld or th(> I)ort h a \ar"I' ,I"t or 
~ 

low land, I\:nmg \f ry much th., app. 'arrlllcc 01 tilt.' Ill l'mlo,\ .!> Iwar 

tht, harb(: uJ' 01 Portsmollth, \\ lll cil "'Cl'n ,.., to lI.n (' hl,t II tTPated 

b'y the pcrp(>tuai aHuviolls of l1J(: 1'I\1 'r Lycn<;, fi.lfllH'd h v Ihe 
umie(} ,., lfl'ums of t},O anCient Cyd.IrI'1 utJl I Ikll h,\ "''''C'', Thl're :,re 

some r.1jw,-mllh· I\(~a r ~!'e head of tllf' port. "vlnl'h \la\(' gl\t'~l the 
spot th,) namt! of Kiat- Jhna, or HI Cr{'(,K, l\. artarHo.... ,\ Il1l lc 

and a hillf bcyoml the mill!:!, the grounJ I JIlC'> on each ::> 11It', ~Illd 
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encloses a flat valley adorned \\ ith tlu:: pleasure-groundc; anl11dosk 
of Sultan AchOlCl the Third, which were comtruded hy a J;'n't\ch

man on tlw plan of the gardens at Y crs:.u!ie,. and l,'vlltairlt'uicau. 
The river i~ there converted into a straight eunal, funning: between 

a\'CIlUCS of tall treC3. A t the kiosk the :jln';\m runs 0\' ~ r two 

flights of marble steps. Ncar the cascade is a grove of tall trees, 
which is the resort of parties from Pem anci Constantinople. I 
h~H'e seeu a circle of }'rl'ndJ gcntJcmeu, wilh a doth bcfor,: them 
cOl'ered with bottles UII(.l glasses and ~o ld provic;ions, much nftcr 

tIl(' maulH.:r of our jauuting citizens, 3lllu:-. illg thcm:..civc.'J with a 
Jew conjuror, and bursting into loud fits of laUghtcf; whil,l lhe 

groupes of Turhs, also spectators, ami some of thl'm in two liule 

latticc~work boxes, built as 11fl1Jl(l!;gll!t!;, or places 'Jf pm yer, con
templated the scene with "Countenances of invincible gravity. 
forming a strong contrast witil tile oLJstn.'pcl'ou", mirt iI of the noisy 
foreigners. Strings of f(-'males promenading' between the m"enucs, 

sets o/" Jallcing G recks, ilorses superbly caparisoned, add to the 

beauty lind singlilarity of the sflf'ctacle which is to be .:ieen on any 

fine day in the valley of Sweet ' ·V/lers. At tht! kiosk of Kiat
Hana thprf> 11:1 a line of fif'ld-pipces ~ointcd up thu Yallp),. not in
tended for defcnet', but for the pructice of the Topgc'f. The 
kiosk was the f'l\·ourite Sllmmf'r pala("(: of Sulwn Selim: it is a 

guudX building, not very iarg(', of lath and pla .. tcr; and not 
having [){'cn iuhabitcd by the court for some time, is now ne
glected and ill Jeclly. 

A mile and a hulf ahove Kiat-llana there is a small ,,·ilbge, 
'which is at the mouth of the Yl.IlI(·y of Sweet \Vaters, anti sepa
rate .. it from another long plain, enclosed on each siuc by a chain 
of hills. It m.ay he <lLOul ~ix mill'S in extent: the Barbysses 
runs through it.s whole ltmglh. The plain is the pasturage of d~e 
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,~lIh.<'ln's horses, wh ich arc tUfIled out on the 23« of April; wilen 

the Grand 1\laster of the H orse (Duyuk-Emurokilor), aud hi .-: 

VcputJ (Klltchuk Emlm'Jl,hor), a:-. ... i:.lct! hy nil tIle Squires of the 

Stable (SdaiJoJ), and auC'uded hj tilt' <..hit-/· olii('cl's of ::o tak, lead 
tilt' horses from tlw royal stabll 's at tile i-!;<.Itt" called 1\ hour Ca

pOll ........ i, in procc.!:.')ion LiJl"olJgh the streets of COIJ!->talltHlople to 

tbe \'i\j)(.y of Sweet " ' atcrs ; tile ~lIltall llim::.e1f ju~pccting the 

cerellJUllY from tbe pa,·ilioll of :\Ia)" Kiosc il, Ileal' the great gate 

of the SCI':l,s,iu. During the Sl'asOu of their fccdillg, tiu.'y are 

watched by partie., of BlIlgaf.'~, or BUJgHn:ms, 'who Ji\l! III Llack 

tcnt.o; pikhu! on tilt' Sllot, a/){I IUII.,kr it dang-crot:.!: to pa.!:~ Ihe 

",dl,!y a101;('\ or ~Ift('( tile ni~ht-fit!l, as tiJ('Y make no ::>cruplc of 

ucmandlllg alms in too j'lIpo.!: ing, .\ manner toLe refw.ed, nud 
~!)nlt'tim,·s fin. upon tran:llers. undcr prl·t~Hc<: of attention to their 

dunge. A gentleman of lile .E1I.;;h~h cllll,a~~}, lIllcnllt-1i hy a Ja
nis'lary, WrlS on~ c\'cnillg, on r('jibing to ~top, salulcd lIy ~('\o"('ral 

!-oho ts. and onl", .<::t\'t.'d illOll>df from rUBnillg the galllllJd down . . 
tile \ :tiley, L.v e;al1opi ll~ lip one of the -"teL'P hills all tJ.l(; ... ick of 

the meaduw: .. -1 t is not surfir~illg that tllC royn l ilor!>('s .... lIould 

Lc treated with "lIn l re ... prctfu! ,.':. t('otIOIl, .!:illcc the IllLpl'lial r-.tir .. 

mp is ~tiJl addressed hy petitioner", as ill the tillies wh(, 11 tile city 

of the Sultan was a camp, his p.dOlcc a I.<:lIt, ami J~ i<; throne a 

saddic. TIl(' Ulki{/b-A .~·(Jlrri, or oUicers compo:,ing dw boahl of 

state which goes by the lIame of the Stirrup, arc til e BO'.> lallligc
lla~lic, the 1\\0 Emhr0kliors, :lud the lntenoaul of the paluce

portc~, Capidgc Kchayas~i;tf . 

• Mr. Elon ;\$SCltW (Survey of Turkish Empire, p. 27) the prcscrvlltion 01 
this ancient {ofla. Mr. Thorntoll, Haiter fCarchiug with some call')" ( .. hap. iii. 
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'I'llp country IlL'yond tbe valley, a~ wI'11 as on (·ath side, is an 

(,xi'all.'i ~~ of (!pen c!U\\II,'i, whieb, gCI. prally ~ lJl·akln .~, is till: dlara~

ter or nil til e JIllinetiiate vieillity of Cmslantillopk lI 'wards the 

inkrior of Thracf'. Th t: 1( )I'('~b of l k lp;rade (,Olllme Il C ~, nhont 

tl' ll llIilc~ fwm Pf!l'a, c.\.tclltling: in length from the \' illa~c of 

B ourgas lowl1rds the ::.hon~~ of the Black Sea, not less than twch'c 

J1lilc~ , unJ run(rin!! al()lw the COast at intcn'als tor at least u hUII-n <> .-, 

ofel! mi le . .:;. i\ rich 1"(·in of coal, whidl ha'i not vet uef'JJ worked, 
" 

has heen disco,-ered in the woods ncar the sea-shore . 

At Bourgas is a portion of the aqueduct huilt ol'il;i'Jally hy 
Thcodosius, or V,dcns auo Valenlillian; (It·stroyed by thc Anus 
in the reign of Ilcradills; rep.)ired hy Conslnntine lconoma

chws ; tIIui totally reconstructed by So!) man the Mai-!:nifiecat "' . 
I)oco~ ' k c has gin.'H a vc ry llIillUlt.' account of this -;trucillfl"; ". The 

most ancient parI (If iI, as to it s nppe,II'nncl' Hnd materiaJ.", wlli clt 

arc alterna te layt: rs of brick mul SI OIit' , is that within the wall ~ ; 

the largest . that at Bourga:::, which j ~ a s l\.Ipenuous structuf(', foul 

humlred and forty feet long and onc hundrc(l and seven f(>et 1Iibh. 

The tlCJuedut't al P(llll cy."yllty rry ,"cry .... ufdy he compared to 
either of thl'se worhs.- Bourgas ,is 1J(·tween four and flvc miles 

frolll n, ·lg rade . The road pa.-;SI"S thrOIl~h a forest 011 ,1 gnwcl

wall-., lly a stream dammt'd lip hy high massive walis. anti ncar 

13 t' l ~nHle ~ hirls two large resen ·oirs. The largest of the .... e is railed 

]1. 97) l'ollitl Iwar 1I"II,in,:; of the stirrnp, \\hich dot's hO\\~'v (~ r exist, ~ i(;ce n. 
firllWlI of SdiU\ ' ~ to Baron lIuhschs, f)" l1 i ~ h mil1i~ t(' r al the Porte, ,dalive lo 
~OI"C Fren .. h prisoners, WIlS daled from Ihe Hd, iab.Agalcri. 

• Lt! Ght'\' " lit'r , Voyagl' (h~ la I'ropontid(', &c. vol. j. p. 109. 
t Ou:;ervaliollfi on 1'lnacc, pr. l~, J37. 
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oil: and as the wood grows down to the water's {'{igf:, alllll'i Ill~ 
tersectp,d by mtmy palh~ and green riti('s, loob like a lake ill a 

cultivated park, and has indeed much the ilppearance of the piece 
of water at 130\\'000 Purk, in the ('oullt,vof 'Yilt=-. 'I'h!' \'i1htge 
of Bclgrnde itself is el1lhosomeu III the d('pth of the forest, a litLie 
above a streamlt:t (the ancipul 11 ydrallli~) which fall~ into the r('
sen'oirs, and supplies the whole capitrd wilh water. On a grccl) 

kl)oll is the country-house of ,Mr. PI <;aui, the chief dragomnn, 
which was buill by Sir Hoocrt Ain'iliC', on the site, H<; SOOIC as'icrt, 
of the mansion which the re ... idl~llce of Lady ~l. \Y. 'Montague 
has rendered an object of curiosity to en:ry traveller. Another 
.site is also pointed out, hut the first pluct! 11;1.., tile a(kllltagc of 
being more bcautifuUy -,ituatcd than any other in the villagc, and 

it alone commands a "jew of the fir,,;t luke through a vi, ... la of the 
neighbouring groves, which so {'onceal the tl'rmination of the re
.servoir, as to give the wute" the ,i'ppclIrancc of a hroad ril'cr 
winding through the wooos. 

Some of 1he foreign amhussatlof" rdire to this \'illage during 
<:rrin~ and autumn. The French J\.ilinistcr gave OJ. sort of fete .. 
champetre whilst we were ~t.here, and scveral large tents were 
pitched on a green near the rtvulct. tor the :1ccommoJation of the 
party uuring their repasts, and to enclose a spac(> which was each 
evening allotted to the dancers. The carousal lasted tour (lays: 

The repose of llelgrade is completely intC'rrupted hy the loud 
merriment of the Greeks, \dlO ofteu retire thither from the eye 
of superionty, and celebrate tbeir marriages and church-feasts 
witll discordant music and songs. Night after night is kept awake 
by the pipes, tabors, and fiddles, of their moonlight dUllccs ; and 
the fountu.ns, resorted to by the nymphs which charmed Lady 

5 s 
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1\1. 'V. ~Iontngue*, do not :uJullerall' the bcrrrage of the youths 
who as~i!!t at these continued Satunwlia. 

The route from Belgrade to Buyuk-dert:' is througll the woods, 
but after an hour's ride you hurst suddenly upon the "iew of the 
Uosporus, and the mountains <.of Asia. At this spot all aouoduct, 
built in the bpginning of the la.'lt century for the supply of Pern 
and Galata, and the yilluges on the'l'hracian side of the cHnaJ, 
crosses a narrow deB, anu the road passes under olle of the stu
pendous arches into a "'alley between sloping woods, Wilich ex
pands at last into a large mcadow, or rather green plain, stretch
ing down to the shore of a deep (my or inlet of the Bosporus, 
called formerly 13athykolpos, and still pre5eTving its name in the 
Turkish appellation of ];lIyuk-dere. 

It was numhered amongst the ancient glories of the Bosporus, 
that its banks were adorned with continued euifices; and the ear. 
liest of modern travellers remarked, that, after the desolation of 
many ages, they had risen again under the empire of the Turks, 
and covered the shore for ten miles, from Metopon, the point of 
Galata, to the promontory Estiast. The !-lame peculiarity is still 
observable on th{! Thraci~n boTdelof the strait; and from To
phana there is a succession of villllgls, or rather a street of wooden 
houst's, skirting the water's edge, the intervals between which are 
o~upied with royal palaces and ti1t'ir surrounding domains. The 
banks are every where hig,h, and their declivities above the dwel1-

• Letter x:lui. 

t I' Colluccbat oHm ab initio Bospori ad fiDem zdificiis contilluis, qu:e 
Jongis bellis evcrsa ilrrum excilantur, &c. &C. "-Pet. Gyllii, Pra:fat. ap. 
Bauduri Imperium Orientale. Pars tertia, p. 255, edit. Paris, 17 J]. 



LETTr:li XL\". 

ings are cO\'ered .... ·ith wood, interspersed with vineyards and h"\I1g~ 

ing gardens. 
To the artillery harT<lck socce(,ds the "illage of l;·ondoukle. 

commenced by Ilussein Aga. in the n.:ign of1\lahomet the Fourth. 
on the site of the place called .Argyropolis, by l\tticlI$, an Arch~ 
bishop -. lleyond arc tht! gardens nml lill' pier of Dolllla-Haktche, 
or the Kiosk of .l\1elons. l\Iany of the sera'i, and summer-hou8elJ, 
have r~~i"ed these significant, or rather fanltl~lic, numes: one 
is the Feurl Pm'ilion; another the Star Palace; u third the Man
sion of Looking-glasses. 

The Imperial palace heyond Dolma~J.1.tktche, <It the following 
village of lleshik-Tash, was huilt for Bey-Khan, the sister of 
Sultan Selin), and is also a fa\'ounlc rctrcttt of the present Grand 
Signior. Mr.ltIelling, who was employed in fitting up the inte
rior of the mansion, gm'c no favouruLle report of it to his friend 
Dr. Pouquevillct; nor is there any magnificence in the ex
terior appcarnnce of the building. The white pauneIg and co .. 
loured pents, with gilded lattices, are, however, of a character 
more sUltable to €.vt!'ry surroundiug object than the domes and 
cnlollnades which an European taste might have substituted 
for the present sera! of Beshik-'1'ush. .At this village is shown 
lhe toml> of Hek-tiish, the Saint who blessed the infant corps 
of J anissaries, by holding over them his mantle; a type of 
which depends from the caps of those I)oldiers. Dr. Dallaway, 
howe\'er, ca1l8 this square picce of felt an Egyptian ornament . 

• Socrat. EcclC5Wf. HUt. Me1et. Geog. @PfIC)(lI, p.431. 
t Voyage au Coollaniinol.ie, p.207, fie c8111 it" mcsquin et ml:Jiocrc." 

but the autbor o( Con.tantinople Ancient and Modem, describes it in very dif. 
ferent term.. 1'. !39. 

5.2 
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The tomb of Chairalhcne-])ullha, tbe famou .. ])cl rh"lros",,,, is a!:;o 
fOl1od 011 the saine Spot. 

N!!)..l to Br.shik-Tash is th e: yil!age of Urtll-KeUI, ililli bt',Yond 
'l 'efterdar-llornou, the succeeding point, that of h.ouroll.'j'chc!Smc, 

where there is a st ring of large wooden hou. ... cs, p;lilll ~d Itl lhtrk 

colours, uelon'~i OlT 10 11:1' (; reck priuCl's, :tUd c~ll'i:liastjc.; of the 
~ 0 . 

l'anal , and <.llso to the rlf.:hcol of the j\rmenians and .Jews. 

A rnaul-h (' ui, the A Ihallian village, is next to J\.ourotl-'J'..:hl'slll~, 

and a large palace of the Sultan's:succeeds, ncaT J!tJ~lldi-BQrllOU, 
where the stream of the BosporLts, c"lletl in thls p,lrt the V e\'il's 
Current (Cheitan Ahindissi), run ~ with the yiolc.mGc of a mill-race; 

and the boatmen, who are' before assisted by a ,counter current, 

form ed by the fresh" ater or the porI:, arc ouliged to tow the 
wherries for nearly ~\ Ijllurter of a nllie. The depth of the water 
near the shore is in mo..,t part:. so con8idt'I'abl~; thut the Turkish 
hne~of~battle sh~ps somrtinu::s touch die wooden whaTfs, and bear 
Away their yards aguml'>t the houses at tbe edge of the canal. 

Tbe succeeding point, Ki5lar~Boruou, is conspi_cuous b'y tilt:: 

old cru;t1e built on the ~silt oS !lGrn~ fortresses of. dlC Greek Em
perors, by :Mahomet the Secol.]d,t. wl,ich, together\\'ith a fortress 
on the opposite shon.', points out the exact part of the channel 
where the l)(::rsians, COlhs, Lutins, and Turks, snccss~vely passed 
the 13osporus. There are no houses near the fortr€'ss, which is 
in the midst of a thick gro,'e, ri~ii)g to a consid~rllble ht'igh t 
on the titeep d~liriti\'s of the impending bill. It is 'at this spflt 
that the Bosporus appears like a ma.lcstic river, wintling bet\\een 
banks as higb and woOJ1y as those of the \"ye, and no;. less lively 
and cultiru'eO than the borders of the Tharm.s.-t .have seen, 

• 
say. G yUius, the banks of the Peneus, and the ,hady dell between 
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the Thessalinn hill, of Olympus and 0".: I ha,'e seen also the 
green and fruitful horders of those streams which flow through 
th(' rugged mountains of the Medlen Tempe.,: U but I ha\'e beheld 
nothing more IO\'ely than the vale through which the llosporas 
rolls its waters, adorned on either side by softlY-<Hvelhng hillo; and 
gently-'>inking dales, clothed with woods, viaeyanh, llnd gardens, 
and rtt.:h ..... ith a gay variety of shrubb, flowers, herbs, and fruit
trees'lll-." 

1\early opposite to :Mahomet's Tower, in the rnid.!>t of a green 
meadow watered by t"o rivulets, and 1'Jhaded with clumps of t rees 
which give it the appearance of a park, !)tands a large ('ountrY8 
seat, the property of the Grand Signior, but inhabited by the 
Bostandge-Basbe, with a centre and wings )ike an European 
mansion-house. The inspection of the canal, as the straits arc 
caUed, is entrusted to this I)tate officer; and he may not unfre .. 
quently be ~ll, in the dusk of the evemng, in his eight-oared 
barge, skirting the vil1ages on the banks. At this time the rayalJs 
are careful to extingui&h ev('fY light, and suspend the sound of 
Dlllsic and dancing, which HI ofteu heard in p(1ssing under their 
gloomy-looking dwelling •. 

The towers of the castles have a mean appeurancc, as they 
are covered with conical roofs. At the bottom of l.·hhomet's 
Tower the boatmen point out to strangers the low doorways of 
dungeons, from which they say no one wu<J Her known to return. 
They were. ) nd,sed, for some time the pCl~ons of Christian cap~ 
lIVes of ro.ulM-. Bul the Towers of ObliVIOn (such was their name 

• Pnefat. ibid'. 
t Turribul ejus utunttW'.,.. 'cra~bu. ad lucnd08 principe. TirOl CbriJ. 

tilUlOI in bello c.aptOl .-Pc.. G.,Ui1 die .086, Tbrac. lib. ii. cap. 13. 
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in the time of the Greek Emperor:,) are now no longl'r rt place 
of confinement for the condemned, nor for prison<'rs of war. 
The oppo:,itc castle of Analloli, or llogaz-Hissar, where the 
battery is morc formidahle than of Roumeli, or Eski-lIissar, is 
011 a flat under the hills projecting into the stnlit, the breadth 

of which in this place i~ ahout half a mile. This spot, perhaps 
seven mile~ up the ;:,trait, is said by most ~uthors to be midway 
of the 13osporu <;, and according to the ancient dimensions of 

the canal, may ha'le heeD in that position; but it IS commonI) 
called at Constantinople hy the boatmen, as fdr from 'I'ophana 
as from Buyuk-dere, which corresponds with all the modern 
map3, and gives the whole canal, from the mouth at l'~a namki to 

the point of Sculari, a length of twenty or twenty-one miles. 
l\lr. Tournelort's computation of si:\tecn mlles and a half sel'ms 
ullder-mted", 

.Beyond the caslle, and the point Kislar-Bornou, there is an 
inlet of shoal-water, called Balta-Liman, in "bich we saw 
many smail trading vessels belonging to Frank merchants, stop
ped in their progre&! towards the Black Sea by an order of 
the Porte, A little ri, cr runs Ujluer a wooden bridge into the 
bay. From Balta-Liman to a bay, Stenia, there are no houM's, 
but 1 he remains of ancient foundations are to be seen near the 
\\ater side. Y cni· Keui i~ a yilluge a little beyond; and from 
this point the callal takes a bwcep towards the north, after a mile 
of rocky :,hore. The long village ofTerapia, where is the Ff{'nch 
minister's summer palace, ranges dose along the edge of the 
canal. From 8 bhort diblance beyond Terapia, boats going to 

Letter xv. p. 119, vul. ii. 
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Buyuk-derc cross the deep bay; and opposite to a point, "Keres
Boumau," you have the first view of the opening into the Black 
Sca~. 

Buyuk-dere contains the country houses of the Franks of Pera, 
and the Russian, Danish, Swedish, Austrian, and other minis
ters. 'fhe fu~ades of these mansions are most of them in the Eu

ropean taste, and range along an extensive strond a mjJe and 

a half long, in front of the sea, which is the evening promenade 
of the inhahitants and yisitors. Behind them are large gardens, 
with groves of plane, lime. and walnut trees, o,·ershndowing 
parterres of flowers and valuable plants. The meadow or plain; 

• Mr. J..e Chevalier (Voyage df! III Proponlii1e, &c. vol. ii. Pl'. 50-64) has 
bkcli considerable pains in arranging tbe comparative topography of (he Bos
porus, which may save the refert'nce to Gylliu.s, amI even to the learnoo detail 
contained ill Mr. Tourneforl's fifteenth letter (VIII. ii. p. liS, et st~.), although 
lie tloes not a.[togdher agree with either of (hose authorities. Accordillg to his 
notice, Fondoukle is nenr the JEu.nttiulD, where thl~ Megaren9C!l adored Ajax; 
fieshik·'fnsli, the sile of tlte slone Therma:rlis; Teficruar-lJornou, the pro
mOHtor!l CUdil)n ,. Effendi·Bornou, .Eslias i Kislar-Bornou, Ilermcum, llcar 
tliC Woman's Port; Ualta-Limall) lhe gulf of Ph.1jdalia; the bay of Stenia, 
IA'o.dilrnios; thc boy or Tempill, AarllHl6('~" Keres·Hnrnou. tile site of 
Pl'lrtJ Di(·njn, or tile Just Stonr, which rcsi~tcd the robbi-rJ of olle of two 
sailors who deposited. their trCllIlIUrc tbcte, with an oath not to i!1\'ad\: it. except 
by common conscnt (a story which I.e Chevalier S,1ys is slill in the mouth of 
tilt" fhllcrs of tbe Bosporu~). It cannot but be rl'Olarketi, that thc modc'Tn have 
occa~i.onlilly a refcrence to the ancient namell, ~om{" of whieh IIrc tmn.slaled into 
'l'llrkibh, otht'ra into modern Gr<"Ck, olhNli ouly lralf trlll/blnlcd, and others 
ugaift not tran91a1e<l, but only havint( a relaLion to the old tille. Thus, Hllynk. 
den', i!> Batby-Kolpo.s; Terapia, Phurmacills; Xis/ar Bomou, the TJ'omnn's 
Port; nnd Balta·Liman, the Porl of 'the Hatchet, which ge\'m.s to be so callc..'d 
from being tho~bt til(" scene of a. 'VICtory gained by tbe ancient heroin,· Phy. 
datia. 
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the Kalus-agro:, of the Byzantine."i, before menlioned, ol the bot~ 
tom or the lx\)". is mown into a smuuth pluin. and is also a ta\,ou
rile resort of parties from the village. who take C\.lfii.~t: and sher
bets under the t-hadc of a large plan(', Of rather a clump of de
yen trees· growing from one root, commemorated in the Gar
dens of DehJlc. On ~\ cry side this tine valley is emh<JIl].;cd by 
high and waving aecln"it ies, covered with vtruure; alltl on the 

west and north inclosed with the wood..; of BelgruuC', running like 
a park plantation alollg the "erge of the hilk 

There is at Buyuk-dt'r<:, upon the water's edge, an hotel kept 
by an Englishman, one 1\[al'riot, in which a stranger may find 
very comfortahle lodging,. and good fare. 

On our first visit to this village, w(" went in the amhassarlor's 
barge to the mouth of the straits. Keeping on the Thracian side, 
\re passed first a headland, and then a small bay, into which 
runs a ri\·er.... At another time I rambled over the hills abo\c 
the river, where it is joined hy another small stream, and 
found them n. continued \"ineyard. The stmit at this part con
tracts, and: there is a battery on the European shore, at the foot 
of the hill anciently calleu Amiltpn by Diony~ius of Byzantium 1~, 
erected by the French engineer l\founier in 1795, and containing 
twellty-five pieces of heavy otflnance. It is caned Teli-T(jlian. 
Three quarters of a mile beyond we pa!:ised floumcli-Kayak, the 
ca5t!e of Itoumelia, on the hanks of the small ri"er Chrv~orrho<ls, 
where there is a battery, raised partly by ~fr. Toussaint in 1783, 
and lIy -'lounicr in 1794. j\ bove are some ruins of a castle built 

• "l'romontorium nuncupatum Simam prretergrC&IIot excipit S.c1ctrinas 
sinus."-Dionys. BJ'uwt. np. Pet. Gyll. de Uusporo, lib. ii. cap. 19. 

t Ib;d. cap. 20. 
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hy the Genocsc, on the site of the Temple of Scrapis, called by 
Strabo the Temple of the Byzantines. On the hill above tile 
Chrysorrhoas, which (.'ommamls a view of the .Euxinc and oC the 

l')ropontis, of the Bosporus amI of Constantinopl(;, was placed 

tlH~ ancient liglll.house, to direct the vessels to the mouth of the 
I'lraits lJi-. As we advancpd we pcrccin!Li llJat tbe hills on each 
siuc hccanle more high and rugged, terminating all the Thracian 

':i lior(! in dark rocky precipices, hu\ iug no :Jppearance of that 
culture and animalt.:d beauty which adam the hordcl':ol of the canal 
brio\\' Hu),ul--dere. 1\h. Tonrnl'iort l'enmrh.(,d ;) su ite of frightful 
caverns on this ~horl·. the hahitation~ of the pitilc5<; Thracialls, in 
passing ",beh the ear wat> often :-,allltcd with echoes U'i loud as 

the tli::.chargc of artillery . The .... :llOle coa.st 11;15 Leen dc~criheu 
with inimitahle accuracy b'y (j yllius, to whom, for cvcry ch.H:i.!>ic .. l 
information, the tra\·cller ~hould nol omit tu refi'r. " 'e rowed 
by a buttery of twehrc pieces of cannon, constfut.teu I)y ~Iou
nier alld another J'rE::nch cngineer, and also by the bay ofUuyuk
Liman, and passing afterwards Ilcar the fortress ofKuripche, huilt 

hy Dc Tott. in 177.'3 , cOlllaining l\\{'1l1 y-thrcc guns, arriYeu at 
Fanaraki. or HUl/lllcli-Jr'cllcr~ the Europ~an ligllt-house, where 
therE" i ... ah.o a battery and a \'itl.age. \\' .. k~d been two hours on 

our pas~ag{' !rom Duyuk-del't'. 
\\ e I'o\\eu out to, and landcd upon tllC Cyanean rocks, wiJich 

ar" under the hil!.s of Fanarahi. 'l'hf'::.e rock.s, rising iu five 

p(,inttxl ..:ra~s, bt:'ar a strong rescmblance to the wood-cut in 
Sandy!" Travels, although tIll' Augustan column, commouJy called 
rompey's Pillar, is not a:. tliCH' reprc.::icntcu, but 5ho\\s only tile 

Dionys. Dytant. ftp. Pct. Gyll. de Hosporo , lib. ii. cap. 21. 
.J 'j' 
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original ba.3l', a fragment of white marble a little morc than fhe 
feet high, and nine feet and a half iu circumference. A festoon 
of laurel leaves, with the head either of nn heifer or a ram, is 
still discernible round the marble; but the faint tracps of the in
scription arc Jcfaced by the names of travellers. On the upper 
surface arc oblong grooves, the holes, most probably, by whIch 
the iron and leaden damps united the shaft to the pedestal of the 
column. Mr. 'l'ournefOrt talks of it as if he had seen it in its 
original ~tatc, with the Corinthian capital represented in Sandys, 
and about twelve feet high; nod menliona it as a decided point, 
that t\J(! base and the shaft could not have heen desip;ned for each 
other·. This had been said by Gylliust and by SirG. Wlldert; 
and Dr. Smith, who saw it ul'fore the la!:it traveller, described 
the height of the pilJar to be abo1.lt eighteen leet, and the dia
meter three §. The present base may, as Gyl1ius conjectures, 
have been the altar which Dionysius of Byzantium says was 
erected by the Romans on the Cyanean rocks, and dedicated to 
ApoHo, and it may also have been intended as a landmark, in tho 
.same fl)(Inl1f>r ~s the statue of A polla on the rock at the port of 
Prasire, or Raphti in A ttici:I /I. , 

Supposing the shaft and base to be of different materials, yet 
the whole of the column was, it is probable, put in the present 
p01)ition of the fragment by the person who superadded the pharos, 

• "Quand on examine aTCIC soin oettc haze eet Ie (ust. on con ... ient que les 
deux piccCfI n'ont jamaiJ etl: faites l'une pour l'autre. "-Lctice xv. I" 151, vol. ii. 

t De Bosporo, lib. ii. cap. 25. 
: A V""age, &C. book ii. p. 207. 
~ A ColIl"Ction of Curious Voyagcs, &c. tome ii. cap. 5~ p.48. 
U See r. 424, of tb,i$ volume. 
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aod dedicated it to Augustus, since the original place of the altar 
was vi<sible when Gyllius tr:1vclled. The column was standing In 

1730-, and when it tell or was taken down, I have not ut-'I'n 
able to learn. It is remarkable enough, that two conspicuous 
o~jects at each extremIty of the Bosporus, namely, tius co
lumn, and the fort in the islet oppo~itc to Scutari, should have 
received such inapplicable tLtlcs 3'1 J>ompcy's PIllar, and Lean ..... 

der's Tower. 
We did not pa~'i over to the Cyanenn rocks of A:-.ia. but rowed 

round the promontury of J"anarakl, the ancient Panium, that ""e 
might say we hud he~n fuuly in the Euxmc. The land recedes 
much more suddenly than on the A.~iat1c side, 80 that to those 
beating along the 'l'hraciau bhon', the entrance to the I'Itmits is 
abrupt, ana has a fantastic appearance, like the mouth of some 
mighty sea-monster; the white castles on the dark-coloured hills 
having the re!lemblance of teelh. 

The Tugged rocks on each side of this strait, appear at tllis day 
os if fresh from the irruption of the waters which tore a pas3uge 

into the Jak~ of the Granicus and Rhyndacus, and creating new 

Lord Sandwic1I't. Voyage round the Mediterranean, p. 136. It is wortn 
.bile to remark that Meletius, writing about the time of 'fournefort. seems to 
say that the piUar had faHen into the sea, unless he alludes to the position in 

the midst of the waters. T~ iba .. «'p' 'T;~ P;:f">''''' "->'11".:0" 'Tii ;".OIM d"",p~ioI~" ~ 
l:TV>'II, i"-Jrpts,iir tXQIIO'QI A"Tlmc:ii .. , OXTallw .... , ;{T.( Ta .. ii" 1f!ITf'i"Jl t .. /a .. Tii, 3-a

).';"'~Jl~ xln-al. «liT. '11'. ",ii-Tal x«.2 d1 XUa"", NI'IO'"(lH-BpdxII, II. 438; 
wblch appean to bear tbis literal translation: " the Phanar of RoumelJa, 
near mhich wot erected (the word in vulgar Greek lignifies re,lored) he pillar, 
bearing the Latin iff,eription, ot Octavius, whirh "ow fallen down, is itl tile 
midst of 'he seur, wht'!re are also the Cyoneans islands!' 

5T!J 
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channd ... and :,c:\s, gave ::l.IlotheJ' <;urfilCC to a vn;t portion of Ihl; 
\H'~tE'rn llC'misl)ilc're$. 

'Yc tH~tcd the w:.ters of the Euxint', and it was llot to cst a
l,lish ~mj theo!'y , but merely from a persuasion of the filct, that 

"c :til pronounced them to be scarcely brackish. The com para· 

.. The IIntiv('S of f',llnl\jhmcc prf"st'rved ill nle age of fiiOllorns , n tradition 
of I ht' tinl(''', "h( n their aJ1c(~to~ trcmulc(1 at tll(' flood rushing fr.lnl tile Pro. 
POIl : ,l"o t'/Iou,"" the ItrokclI dwnnei of the lIelkflpollt.-llIst. Jib. 5, p.3'2;1. 
TOtlrH(,(Olt, I.(·tier xv. p. 12:J, vnl. ii. Sec also th~ jir~t book of Slrabo, 
pp. ·19, :,0, &c. and CasnubOI1's C ')mmcilt. p. :H . . \ ri~totlc arguing UP.,u IhNe' 

5t1ppo<;('d hd~, thotlglJt, that nt certain ;ulrrvah the Sf":l rl("{"'ssn rrly changt·£! 
it s \losit ion; an~l P·lill) me'.tlIlI1S lhat the !)'I , ~ag('s now called sf' .11:1 were forci .. 
bl) mnll(') " Ill' (tis 'l'Hi~ "- PI:dat. lIist. lih" ,.j, ~ntura.lh,ts hav(' bU'n COil
vin(,f"(l thaL 111 :' pL'11 " btt \('('11 th(, ( , .p; ;111 :11111 fht ~~.Il{ic \f.~rc ollce ,1U 1'.lII);III ~C 

of ".\alcr; hut lint UIIYI':111liqu.I!,(, ,,(Iuld dl('l'1 Hu.:h n migh ty f('vulufion, may 
nut bl so Iln'ldnlly hi licl't't\, 1101 vitl'~ta'lllinA' the v,'~tlgt'~ of gn'al v"lc:lII;c n:

pl{l"iolll'l ... Iill (>h~('r\,Hb l l! I>y rr,lvt'lll'r.~. J::tlt:rtlal viot.mce 011 thc hotly of thi!l 

1,land, liMy {'aus\' tlmt !"IIlIal aheration ofjts posi tion, wllich would dri\'e tl,e 
..... atl·l~ h)\lard~ a IH'W r Ollator, ami !1f(xlllcC lbnS(· cl1:1.I1I;('& on the (,ICC of IIlc 

(',11111, "hidl han' tlrh '(\ tht, ~~a, ano deluged the lallll. Hill tht· pcrpt.:lllfl! 

jl1flux (It l iy( , . , \\Jlldl \\:16 ~u~'pos('tl by (11(' :1f1dCllllwturalbls 10 Ila\'c 

callst'(ilill' irruption of tbt, I~uxlnr, \liU 1I0t, arconllng to modern th,'oric<;, He

connt for 811C!t a ph('lwUI('non, The \1~ditcrrancalll~cs by vapour £O,:.lOO,OOO 
tons a day , "llIch is "('ry nearly three times Wl much as is 8upplwd if, 
h\c1w' hOIlf!. hy all th(' fn'~IH's, rcchOJdllg those of the Euxillc nmollgl>t thcm, 
winch fall iuto (lInt M'a. ThoM; "'10 believe with Dr. HaUry, that lli l' rr is 
.; all f'quiliLrc (II r('n'jpt allU ex pellce in (Le wLolc /lCU," ,viii uouht, PCr1litlls, 

"I,l'llJ"r the fom,alion of straits il> to !Jc ascribed 10 !lily !ollch cvent us tbat 
alllld(',\ In a\)ove, nor win tlH'y be nlnrmc(\ lest the propllccy which Polybiu$ 
Iccnrds III 1'):0 fo urth book, 1I11Oultl be fulliUrd, and the [u.'(inc I)('come 011l~ \'fIst 
upnnsc of marsh ilnd mud. See Air l:.'s timalc oj thl' Qu(mti(y of JTapolI)"s 
raised oul (·r the . .,'('0, Soc. P,"rs('ntcd to the ]loyal So('iety by .Mr. E. I1al .. 

',,'f, F. R. 8. 
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tive sweetncss of this ;.;C'a, which was remarked by the ancients~' t 

bllt was ('onfined hy Ovidt to the Slll'f.lce or I.hl' water, has 
l)Cell indeed l·,; taLli:shrd by modern Ilaturali;-,b I. 

(In rClunung to Buyuk-ucn~ we kept uC'are r to the At.iutic 

')l)of(" uno being assistt-d by the currrnt , were ollly all hom on 

the rass~ge. There i''':1 Jort and a light-holl'le Oil the Bithyni.m 
side of the entrance. upon tilt· ~rnClCHt promontory .\ocyrreum; 

ancl from this V'lOt to the l'\.lIlar of J~U f ope IS a little more than 
three II\.Je~. From thp two ·l'll.na ~ .. the '>trait ctlurl':lI"ts; and at 
Pori<t:,-Liman, :\ Initl }!II . ' a half 10W\'1 dowll, there hi a fort of 
twcllt,}-thrce g'lllS, t..l'ccted Lv !J(. Toll in 177:1. The succeed
ing heaJhmcl, a mile- b, yond, 1I0W c.tlle,! 1;'"i1- Bornoll, and 10rm,.:r1y 

Capt.' COr:lClUm, form':>, :ll:COrdl'1<"' to J olll"lletol"i, the h("rLuuiIW 
,"" b t:-

of the lIarro~w::" for t11( .. ' wldtll of tl (" !Ii~ .. sagc I ~ there only a TIllIe 

and ;1 fJllnrt f' r. Out the B v"PO I'tI 'l runs ill[o a r<'ll'(.'atin~ hay 

withlll lJi-H')rnol!, which b ning bl'Pll dr:-tillg lli :.!wd hy the an
cient!> as the (:ulf or Palltillll!ll)~. 1I0"'\' 1m ... tilt' name OJ ' 1\..(:lchch-

1,im:1O, 1Inll <"'\t' t'p ... rOl1nd Jar llt'~lrJy tinc? Jllll#'::> 10 the next 

hcudhllr,l, ()Il(, of tlJP t1Jn.'t' pOInt .... of ·lle HIIC;l'llt ('<ipL' of Uith\'uia. 

Upon thi., pomt .o;t:Wtb h.;l\ ';.I k-Awllluk the c,unle ()f ....'hiu, nearly 

')ppo:,itt' to Houmdl-Kand\.; ,rnd <1:. tilt.. .!o lr..lll I:. /lut ulore t1l:111 a 

• 81mb. lib. i. p. 50. 
1" II 11 c6tccr{1llU quI' Il'S ('aux tTl' In. mcr noire ~<)nt bcallcoup moin!) !)aln..'s que 

~nctl de nos mcrs."-VO) age du V'· :lIlt, h·tllt.: oX,'. p. l~O. 1717. 
+ C(1pia tal lalkunt 'llHls fllt~" 1 :l~l'tl( l'rat Und(l!) 

Nc(' 1)'1tit ur VLrc" a.'qnor ~I<\ucrc 51] ·.S 

tnnatll.t unda. frcta dH iriS) IcninrtjHl mit riuu. (,6t, 

Qu~ proprium n,ir..to de sale pundu" hafx·t . 
S(.~ C"SAub. Commellt. Sl.rab. p. :Jf!. 
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mile across, the first modern defences of thp canal were erected 
in thIs place by Sultan Mahomet the Fourth, to SLOp the incur. 
sians of the Co~~ab.s, Poles, ami Rus~ianb. 

A battery of thirty~5even pieces of CrlDnon, and twenty mor· 
tars, constructed by M. Toussaint in 1783, and by Mons. 1\lou ... 
nier in 1794, has now given the name of the New. to ",hal was 
fonn ... ly called the Old Castle. The spot being considered the 
entmnce of the Bosporus, was cho~en by the Byzantine3 for the 
site of a strong-hold; ami on the slope of the hill, above the new 
battery, there are cOllsidenLulc remalJ)." of a castle and wall, which 
appear to he minutely described by the topographers of the Bos
porus, as the faTtTes!:! and circular wall, ruined by the Gauls, but 
rebuilt by the G reek Emperors, and, as L<t generally supposed, 
put into a state of defence by the Genot:'ie. 

A village near the battery, called Ioro, or Yoro, has been men· 
tioned by every traveller as pOinting out the site of the temple 
and port of Hieron. and consequently decidmg the spot on or 
near which Darius took his survey of the Euxine. Gyllius found 

the village on the European cape called Ieros-Romelias:$, and 
Meletius says that the Turks call the castle Ieros·Kalessit. I 
did not hear of such a name; lJut I find by my journal, which 
was not written under the impression of the spot being an object 
of !lO much controversy as by the detail in G yUills it appear!:. to 
bet, that the best view of the embouchure of the Bosporus, and 
of the expanding sea, is to be procured not on the hill commonly 

• De Bosporo, lib. iii. cap. 20. 

t . ," ~ 'A ~ - ., .. T' " , 
J /I h 'I'!' ~""/lA!, x"A",.cu ""' ...... ~ '1Jp""~ If"r K.A.,.., nONT • •• , 

DIe. p.446. 
t De Bosporo, Jib. iii . cap. 5. 
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called the Giant'~ Mountain, but on a barren summit abm'e the 

Gcnocse castle. 
The temple of J upit.er U rius was under this castle, and as the 

Hieron, jf not the actual temple, ~ is supposed by the latest 
authority., was howc\'cr an arljoining di.strict, it may, like the 
TEMENO~, or sacred portion of H ercules at i\larathon, have 
included the summit immediately above the mne, but scarcely 
the neighhouring hil15. Tournefort, who, in alluding to the spot 
where Varius was. seated, thought the expression of Herodotus, 
Em T~ 'IEP~, upon the Hieron, could be brought to signify 
the port of the Hieron, might have ext('ndeJ the meaning to any 
portion of the sanctuary, whence the most ex.tensive prospect wa~ 
to be ohtained. It is c"ident, that the prepogjtion upon is not 
to he taken in its most precise sense, or in construing the whole 
pa~sage, we must suppose H ieron, and the scal of Darius, to be 
on oue Qf the Cyanean islcst; which no modern appearances will 
justify.t. 

The headland Magiar-Bornou, fortified by t.he battt'ry called 
Youcha. wit.h Lwcnt.vwthrce guns and h\ehe mortars, constructed 
fjy l\lounier in J 795, is 8 mde.and ~ half helow Anadoli-Kavak, 
and uDder the towering Giant's Mountain. From this point, 
which corresponds with the Al'gyronian cape, the str-cUt fCt'"edea 

• CJorke', Travels, pp. 682, 683, 684, vol. i-
t "Er3-,uTu iO'Pet, i, ~;D/. t'll'),.11 ('lfl T"' KUD/.~f.;., XIIAflJfolofl'lI' Tet. 7T'~I'O~ 

, '"E' • 'Er' ~, ., -. - '0. - ' n' " 7tA."ItTD/., AA1I~'" f'1%0'1 tHD/." .,O~UO, 01 l7t1 TIf IPlf 1.7'1(1TO 'For O~Tor lO~T. 

«EIC,Jil'l'TI~.-Hid. lib. iv. cap. 85, p. 268, vol. iii. edit. Glasg. 
t "Sed si templurn aliqu.mdo ill Cyaneis fuissct, qua:darn vestigia restarcnt, 

'Vel cxcavalorum fundamcntorum, vel excisa via ad aScetilUm, ubi nulla. a.ppa_ 
rent," &C.-Pel. GyU. de BOIp. TJuac. lib. iii. cap. 5. 



1176 r.RTTEn xtv 

opposite to the gulf of Buyuk-dcrc, fanmng a llay overlooked by 
l'thrupt precipicc.5, and terminateo hy It promoutory two mile.? 
lower down, in face of Terapia. The c.mal ht:lld~ InwClrd::. to the 
south, amI the Sultan's 1>Oft, a bay 0f a mile \\ ide, j~ dosed at 
the other horn Ly Cape Stridia, or the Cape of Oy::,tt'r5, called U-, 
the Turks, Selvi-l3ornou. "'e sailed towards this bay from lluyuk-d('re, and landed at a 
spot which is called the Grand Signior's Scale, having been the 
lauding-place leading to a magnificent kiosk now in ruins, but of 
which the gardens still remain, at Sultanie-.Buktchesi, neal' the 
village of Bcicos. 'Ve mounted borne horses at a coffee-homa', 
where there were sevPral ready saddled for vi::.itors, and pa"scd hy .. n 
Inrg(~ paper manufactory at the head of an extensive meadow, or 
smooth-shanm lawn, shaded by rows of tall straight oak", and 
waten .. '(1 oy two dear rIvulet!;, wbere the ladies of the Illiperial 
harem ofLeIl take boat ill the summer, and jaunt up the heauufu1 
,'allies in their arahab, to '!'ome l1rlificial lakes or large reservoir,'!, 
where they li::.h, and alnUs" lhcm:.eI\"Cs ,~ith the dancing and music 
of their Odalisque8, 'Ve wound up the hill~ toward.s Anadoli
l\.a\'ak, and hall peeps of &cyenll woody dells divided by little 
rivulet'!:, opcnin~ upon u:. from below. The most aCCLIratc ob
sener of the Hosporus says, that it mceiv{'s thirty rivers, and 
that its hauks are adorned "ith more thall fif'ly \~Lll;es· , III less 
than an bour we were on the top of tIle mountain above Magiar
l~ornou, and n 'paired to the 'l'ekt.:h, or l>cni'ihcs' chapel, where 
we were Sl'OWll, in the adjoining gnrdcn, <L fio\'('r~bed more than 
fifly feLt Jong, rimmed round ,lith l' 1"on(', amI having a st'pukhrul 
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turban at each end, which prescn'es a superstitioll attached to the 

.spot loug before the time of the Turks or of the Christian Greek.s 

of Byzantium; and which, after having been called the tomb of 
Amyr.us, and the Bed of Hercules, is still the Gmllt'!" GraH'. 

A century ago the shore near fieicos wa::. named Amya, \\ hich 

suggested to Tourneiort, tllat the village W:15 all the oitc of tilt: 

capital of the son of Neptune, slain hy })ollux. Had tlmt tra

veller been aware of the name of the hill ahoyc wIagiar-Uurnotl, 

he would not hU\'e conjectured Amya to be tIle place of the hero\, 
sepulture; uut it appears that he too closely followed G'yllins. 

who omittcu noticing the summit of the mOlllltaiu, ami the tradi· 
tion nttaC'llI'·tI 1'0 il~ .l!;i~nnti(· g":lYl', although he toOh. cOI\~i(kmhle 

pams in recti(yill?; the topography of I.bi .. purl or the l'Oa;:.t. 

'fhe ride on the bills from the Giant's 1\-IOlllltain to the ~lJlllmit 

auove the Genoe.!.c clIstlc, gavC' us a view to the right of a large 

tmct of dark fOf('st country, intersected by dct'p dells, or green 
nll'ines, which, when contra<.:t('{l with .the luxl1riou~ lmllb of the 

canal rolling beneath us het\\ cell a line of paiulcd \ illa~e~ and 
gardens, appcar~(} like a ureary 1\ ilderut'~s. j t is set apart for 

the Grand Signior's hunting. 
• 

The Hay of lkicus, or the Sultan's nay, f(\J'llIcrly called the 

Round Gulf'*', is succeeded by the ullciC'llt Cntangean glllf, which 
is terminated on the wCol by Kandlinge-Hornou, a promolllory 
wilh two point .. , inclosing a slllUll bay caHI,d ('ben, suppo .. vd hy 
Gyllius to be the port of })hryxus. Kall(limgc i.., a {:OIlSIJ~ raLle 
villagc. Allmloii..Hissar, th(' old castle of J\::'ia, OppO~il(' tt, :\1.l· 
hornet's Tower, together with a yillagt', is a nil Ie and a half !o\\cr 

• " flic sino!> Jam SoHanicus pri U~ Cyclamillu!I appdlu{us."-l'd, C,.\ II . de 
Dos!'. 'f1Jr.1C. lib. iii. CLIp. 7. 

5 If 



878 LETTER XLV. 

down, at the western extremity of the Gulf of ~fanoJi. A river, 
Y ok-:-.u, "a' Green (Vater, which is uu\'ignhie by boats for a mile, 
n.nd is the larg(>st of the streams running into the Bosporus·, dis
churg('& ilwlf to the south of the fortress; and the mouth of 
Kutchuk-su, the Little River, is above Candile-Baktchesi, 3 

village on tht: site, as G ylJill5 and 'I'ournefort thought, of the 
Bithyninn Nicopolis; but I\leletius places that town at ~iutanin, 
tWl'nty miles from Brusat. The 130standge-Eashe's pfllace, and 
a long succession of royal gardens, occupy the plain and the sides 
of the hill~ hetwcrn the rivers. Coule.llaktchessi, a village a mile 
and a half hf-Iow Candile, on the plain formerly Cecrium, or Protos
})\SCOS 1\h~lor, lS oppo~ite to Korol1-Trhf:'~me: ~nrl from this place 
the to:\ ns of Tchell1!,d -hcU{, Stavlos, and Cossourge~ occupy with 
little mtcrmls:-.ion tile whole shorf', as far as the great suburb of 
Scutari. Tchenge1-keui is on the site of <.:hrysokeraml1s; StanDs 
on that of a place of the same name, or Staurosis, so caned f(oUl 
a golden cross which was raised on a church constructed on the 
spot by Constantine the G rent, and now remarkable for a magui~, 
6cent mosck buill by Sultan A bdulhamid t . 

• Pet. Gyll . ..Ie Hosp. Thrllc. lib. jii: cap. 8. 

t nONT. Klltl BIB. 1).448. In Gyllitls, 0. promontory to the west of Call .. 

tiM.flaklChl'sl, h I/le Axpllt T'o,'ov.rl:t of Dionysiu.s. The next ht"adlant! is (be 
promontory Helm, aut! Ihe ~\Icceedjng bay Protos~Di:scos l\IiDOr. The poiut 
between Chry~olwramlls and Scutari, was in bis time Herillonianum, but more 
oommoilly Nagaloll.-Scc Auaplus Bo.phori Tbracii, ap. B6rlduri Imper. 
Oricntall'. tOIll. ii. chart. iii. CbryloOkcramua WIl!I so denominated from d church 
with gil-Jed tilt'S, built by Justin and Lohr.-8('e Anonym. Antiq. Coostant. 
fib. iii. up. B(\nd. tow. i. 

t Metd. nONT. X.:tl BIG. p.441. Toumcfort, JeHrc xv. p. 139, vol. ii. 
'JdWc\:ll S(avroij alld Tcl!ellgel·keui is a.lurge monai1ery of tbe AkoimeU, or 
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As the villages on the Bosporus arc not, like the capital, in
closed in wall!-l, the passage from Buyuk-dere to Tophana after 
nightfall is indescribably agreeable. As far as the castles only the 
Thrncian border appears lighted, but below that point a thousand 
twinkling fires glffiffi upon the margin of the canal, and ncar the 
mouth of the straits the sloping hills on each side of the water 
glow with the brilliancy of a vast illuminated amphitheatre. 

The hills on the side of the modern Cltrysapalis arc far somc 
height. one ct'metery, or forest of c'ypresses. The prediction \\ hich 
foretells the subjection of Constantinople to a white or ycllow
haired nation, has gamed credit during the l<lst century; and the 
Mussulmans, who choose a more secure repository tor their a~hcs~ 

prefer the burying-grounds on the Asiatic banks of the Bosporus 
to those of the capira1. 

'Ve went more th~1I1 once to the hill of Bourglllou, Ilot quite 
no hour's fIde above Scutari. Near tue top is a fountain of dear 
water, which is much esteemed, and sold for five paras the half 
~aUon in ConstuDtinopie; and the country upon the declivity, in 
the immediate ol>.ighbourhood of the hill, is covered with gardens, 
melon-grounds, and vineyard~, supplying the capital with fruit. 
Northwards the ground is also well culti\·atpd, and divi(lc:d by 

sleepless monks. The spelling of the Turkisb names by foreigners not IlC~ 

quainted with their lAnguage, is entirely arbitrary, find SO different in different 
authon, as to cause much confusi.on in comparing their accounts, 'Vhch~r lias 
Buhikro(lsh, Bartoliman, Therania, tl,ud Boindore, for Ueshik-Tash, Balta
Liman, Terapia, antI Buyuk-dere. ] have endeavoured to spell tboSl' uanws 
which I recollect, just as they IiflUnded to my cars, allhough this does nflt give 
0. very good chance of carrectne&8. Mons. Bnssompicrrc having occasion (0 

mention Yark-House sud Kensington, spe1t the one 101·chollX, Ilnd tlte otller, 
,till more itrangt'ly, Inhimhorl. 

5u 2 
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hed~e-rml'S aud frequent aV£, IlUC.'I and clumps of trees. The sum
mit of Bourgalou commands a prospect of the windiugs of tilli' 

13o<;;porus t.o Huyuk.-dcrc, of Constanli llt)plc, Galata. <.tllll Peru, 

from the Seven Towers to the Topges' barracks, of IJrinces. J slanus, 
tl](' Gulf of Nicomedia, and, in a clear day, the island of l\1armora. 

Vo{ e rode down the hill across an inclosed country to Hmar
Haktchesi, Oil die point anciently Ilcrreu 1 or Hcrreum ~, dbtin ... 
gui31wcl :l far off hy som(' tall cyprcs>~cs, and a tower y ielding a 

vcry 1:1int light. Some ruins of that which was first a church, 

:llld then a masek, Ileal' the light-housC', are by the native (i reeks 
('aBed the palace of Constantinl~, hut were constructed out of the 
remains, it i" probahle, of some buildings erected by Justinian. 
On the soul h of the point is a fishery, where Vllst quantities of 
youn;:; tUllnies, are annually caught. A Ilum is perched upon 
It high pole, and when he sees tile shoals of fi sh within reach, 
lets drop his net, which is su,<;pended in the same manner as tlmt: 
commonly used for the ensnaring of singing hirds. Behind the 
point are some garden.,;, and at the hack of these is a raised tcrf" 

race, on~rl'hadO\;"f'd by htll venera hie trt."'es , and containing two 
resc n'oirs of wah:r. about fOllf feet dC'>p, with a jet playing in the 
midst of each. One of these IS ~~ed as a bath, and is made pri

vate by a canvali ~crecn or curtain. They are remains of the 
b,ll h~ of .J ustinian. 

The grove of l'allar-Baktcbesi ib ODe of tht: 
the Franl,s, Gn'ch, ltnu Turks, of the capital. 

• En .r~ orPC7l'«,o,.s-, It}.VT;f XI¥}.x~/~~g. "XPI¥ 

H':L'~ -rPrlUrJ'1II 7I'O'\uff7TI}.,{~. 

many rcso.rts of 
At one of OUf 

{)culosthcncs dc rehus Bylhinicis, lip. Gyll. dc BOip. TJlrnc. lib. iiL cap. xi. 
In the time (If Gj lIiU j lilt: point was called. jhc promontory of Jo.l.lu of Cula~ 
m ~li, a1ll1lhc church was, I SIlI'PO~(', r.l.cdicatcJ to tbat saint. ~ 
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"!SIts ..... e saw a party of FrenciJ gentlemen and ladies carousing 
under the tree's ; nnJ ~It anot!lCr a Turk and three young Geor
gians, who were amusing them~elves \\ ith bows and :trrOW8, at
tended by scven\J slaves, took tlH:ir repust at the contiguous foun
tain. An old Bostandgc, the tenant of a cottagt in the gardens, 
furnished the company with pipp~ and com'e. 

'Ve rcturt1 t·d Ilcur tIl(' .... hore, and by the bay to the north-west 
of the light-house, which js now called CaJamoti, and was the an
Cient hariluur of Eutropius, belonging to Chalcedon. notorious for 

the murder of the .E.mpl' l'or l\l{aurice and hi:-. four 80n::;'\ and after

wards for that of the Empn· 'is Iii.:; widow, and her tlm'e daughters. 
W c crossed over a pl'nin .... ula l(>ftninatC"d IJ)' til e headland of J\"1 oundc
Romou, through lim!s of vineyards iJ) a deep sandy soil, anu 

passed by :.t village preserving no melOofl:)1 of Clmlc·et.lon, except 
perhaps in its n~me of Kuddi-KcUl-lhc JUdgf·'.'I 'i'own, which 
may be thought to ha\'c some reference to the council that con
fl r.mncd the Eutychian heresy, and est"bli..,hed by a nu~ority of 
','oiel's the two natures of the second person of' the '1'1·inity. Per
sians, Greek .. , GOlh~, Saracens, and Turks, hy turns despoil~d 
Chalcedon·I'. The walls were r~zcd by Va!ens, un!! much of their 
materials were employed in building the ;lfllll~dlJ...:t which gu('foI by 
hi:i name, amI whidl WUS, hy a singular coincidence, as rcmal k,;,(l hy 

'I " Atl(;cJcm Mauritii Tegis mov('tu{ l'hoc,,~ , Jot in Entropii portu l)rimnm 
cjlls quntuor lilios illtcrtl..:it, llillli "liud tum d iccll(,.~, quam hoc ip~um: Justus 

C~ ·Oomine, et jUStllffi j udiciu m tUUIII."-Z OI1;tras, ap. Gyll. n ip: T;; EVTfQ-

7rtov ). 'f'" '~o( .-_4.nonymi Antiq. OonsL lib. iii. up. Band. tom. i. 
t "I1zc cnim iteTum, d . U:·PiU8 vn~tatR, primo a Per~i~, ilcrum a V"lente 

Jtn{l{'mtore murts ~ (loliata, dcimle.J. Gotthis evcrstl., quam post (JorncllU~ lIvi
{us aliqufi. ex parte re~tituit: IlOstca 11 Sarnccuis, po~trcmo a Turds fUlllhtns 
clchcta, ut clulltnxnt perparvus vicus resiat."-Pct. Gyll. de Uosporo l'hracio, 

lib. iii. cap. ix. 
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Mr.Tournefort, repaired bySolymall the Second from the remain
ing ruins of this devoted city. 

Between Mounde-Bornou and the point of Sr.utari is a head· 
land, dividing the shore into two bays, the first of which was the 
80uthwwestern port of Chalcedon. The headland is dlstmgllished 
by a kiosk of Sultan Amurath the Fourth's, called Kavak-Semi, 
and nm .. · in ruins, the marbles having been taken by Sultan Selim 
in 1794, to adorn a mosck within the walls of th~ Seraglio. 
The second bay i. partly occupied by the burying-ground, and 
suburbs of Scutari; and on a hill above, stand the ruins of the 
barracks erected by the late Selim, the exercising-ground, the 
mosck. and several wide regular streets, intended by that enter
prising Sultan to have been allotted to manufacturers of silk: and 
cotton, which, as it is, are scnt from, Smyrna to England, spun 
there, and again imported to Constantinople, to be worked. into 
garments nnd household furniture. 

In crossing from Dalllali.), the point of Scutari, to Tophana, -;ve 
rowed a little way into the mouth of the strait t in order to stem the 
current, ami passed within Kis-Kalessi, the Maiden's Fort, vul .. 
garly called Leander's Tower, on. a rock just large enough for the 
base of the build lng, and fur a platform containing five cannons. 
This tower, with a wall crossing the sea to the point of Scutari, 
and a chain to a second fort on the European shore, was con .. 
trived by the Emperor Manuel to close the mouth of the Bo.po
rus; but it is now a light-house, not a place of defence; sin\.!e the 
gUllS are mounted only for saluting, and the garrison, as it was a 
hundred years ago", is, like Tyrconnel's regiment, composed of 
one man. 

• Voyage du Lcvaflt, IcUre xv. p. 137, vol. ii. 
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Galata-The Tallagics, or IJrinc~ltouscs-Yamak;s, or Dancing 

BU.'IJs-Tlte Tower of Anastatl1lS-Coliflagratiou:,-Tlte Size 

0/ C01lstantinople-Population-Jews-Armenians. 

THE suhurb of Galata (the Sycre and Justinian. 
of the Byzantines, of whu·h P !,rP. IHI ... neen cl>llsidcred as making 
a part-) covers the whole point 01' Jrtnd and the hill on the 
north of the harbour; and tl,e wall..;, r<Jil'to by the (;l>noese 

in 1548, and repaIred in 1416, arc in I.:ircmt mon' thaI! lour 
mile:, t. The gatt's are always left opt"n; and a:. houses arc now 
built against the wulls, the ~trangt>f passes thr,)ugh lhem IInper .. 

c:eptibly. The ontl>illc dilch on the upper l}mHh>r IS now a rope
,~alk. The sLrcetq are llot so dirt~·, IU-paved, and nttrrow, as 
those of Peru; many of the man~ion~ are of ., tOllC, and lhey con .. 
tain the commodities nnd counli~g-hou"c.'; of thf'li'rallh. merchants. 
Three churches of the Greeks, and ope of the Armemans; besides 

religious houses of the Dominicans and Capuchin~, are to Ol' toulJd 
in this quarter; in which there is as milch ILcence in the article of 
morals as of toleration in matters of r~hglOn • 

• SyceDll regia, jam vu11P nomiaata Galata, sive Pera, &c.-Pet. GIn. 
l'opop . Constant. lib. iv. cap. xi. 

t Qua.ter lD.iUe et quadringentos P31isus.-lbid. 
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The lise of \\ me IS, as everyone knows, prohibited by the 
~lahometnu law; but it depends upon tlll- humour of the reign
ing Sultan, whether this article of faith !'!htlll he strictly acted 
upon and observed. Selim the ~econd, amI Amurath (u..' Fourth~, 
indulged ill this excess without scruple; some Gru ;}() Signiors 
hm'e staved all the wine cal'iks, and puni!!hed those who sold the 
hquor "iLh dl'ath. The la::.t Suitan Selim, contented himself 
with la.xing the commodity; but I kuow not whether it wa.'" true, 
as some Olle has saiJ of his court, that the Seraglio was more 

accessible to hottles than to grandee~t. The pre,-;ent Sultan h<l s 
not been very se~'ere u4.th offenders. 'Vhen we were .. 0 the city, 
wine was to be had m all the tahagies or co{ft3c-houscs l..ept by 
Greeks, and as no Turk is a drinker without lx>ing a drunkard, I 
was \\<itness to as much t.'~ce~s in th is rcs[,cct, a.';o might be seen 
in the same time at the west enu of the English metropohs. 

Tahagics are to be foulld in Con~talltil1oplc, out Galata abounus 
with tilem, and you ... eldom fdil of being saluteu with om ... ic, or 
more discordant sound ... , i.ll pa~~ing through the streets of thnt 
suhuro... These wine-houses, for ~o they are call1'd uy the 
}'Z".:mks, arc usually large halls floored with Dutch tiles, having 

• ~dim th~ ~ccolHI was 61.rnnm('d 1\:1('$1, or the Drunkard. Some historian!> 

lOay that hi!> fr('m:y caused hy wine W;lS religious, Ie WIHdl he himsdf Jt'Clured 
to b(' drunkcnllt'Ss, allJ.so chose rntbl"r to be accounted n drunkard (hnn a hy. 

poerile. Uut bueh eulourin!!''i for the vu)gnr."-CltntelDir's OUomlln }Jist. 

book iii. chap. v. note I, p. 218. TindQl'~ han.lation, ('dit. 1734. "In the year 
10·13 (A.Il. 16:'3) a Hew and hitherto UnhCQH}-of l'dlct is publi!lhe<l by the 
Emperor (Mllrad IV.), by which not only the) s('lIt'rs IIf wine are allow<>d 10 

exercise rheil trade, but RI'tO evcryone allowed to drink it freely, contrary to 
the 1\fnhon.ctnn 1:1\ •. "_Ibid. book i ii . I)' 240. 

t Notice 6ur la cour du Grant! Seigncur.-Pari6, ]809, p . ISS. 
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11 fountain in the middle, aml a wooden gaUery for the glH' ... ts 
running round the sitles of the room, ahout half way between 
the ground and the ceiling. That part of the entertainment 
which is most to the fancy of the company, and which no Eng
lishman woulJ patiently contemplate for a moment, is till' exhi
bition of the Yamai(is, or dancing boyl'>, who arc chicHy insular 
Greeks and Jews, but ne\'cr Turks. The wretched performers 

dance to the music of guitars, fiddles and rebcks: and what with 
the exclamations of the master of the duncers, amI sometimes the 
quarrels of the Turks, so much lJoise and disturbance ensue at 
mid-duy, as to bring tlie pat role to the spot. Rome itself, at the 
period of the famous edict of the Emperor Philip, could not ha\ c 
furnished 3 spectacle so uegrading to human nature as the tavcrnK 

of Galata. 
'Ve visited the tower of Ana'ltatius, formerly the citudel of 

Galata, which was part1y burnt down in 1794, but has been 
since repaired . 'I'he ascent to the summit is by 147 steps, and 
there is a wooden house at the top, which is inhabited hy the 
man whose duty it is to beat a large drum at the discovery of a 
fire. The Janissaries' tower in r.onstantinoplc is used for the 
same purpose. and when the cry of Yangcn-... ar-TlI.ere is a .lire! 
is heard from the turret of the latter building, the mcbncholy 
sound is repeated by the passevend, who patrole the streets. and 
awaken the inhabitants by the loud ringing of their staves. A 
fire that has continued an hour, and has been thrice pro . 
claimed, forces the Grand Signior himself to the spot. At the 
conflagration in Pera, just before our arrival, Sultan Mahmoud 
posted himself at Galata Sarui, the college of the Itcholans 
or pages, and when the fire burnt up to the English palace, 

5 x 
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rt~peat{'d mf'ssagcs to assure 
aid ' should lK' afforded to 

tte embas~} thnt CH;Y fleers
prc\'ent a ,Iisastcr. H e di .o; tri-

huted, according to cu.':>tom, st'nral bags of piash·rs ~llUongst the 
assisting populace. The hou.·.,:i . ul(h·r~ arc by no Iupans gainers 
by this singular usage, which has often been the ('nUS(', and 1m, 
contributerl to the continuance, oC (ll,(>S. The JK,of.le, to com

mUlliC3te their discontent~, become "olulltary incendiaries, and 
the fcmCJval uf an obnox ious min is! ry i ~ accomplishe:l, not by 
peti tions, bllt Tt'l)("ated confbgrations. The pel~on of the des
potic monarch vf the 01 tomans is, on these occasions, Rccessihle 
to aU, and tht:' Imperial ~fanslaye r is then obliged to li~tell to th~ 
rey,l1llgs of the mf'anest amongst his people, e\'en of the women 

them'iit'lves*. 
The Turks, who ar£' "ery expf' rl at pu1!ing down the house~ 

adjoining to those where til £' lirt:' rages, oftell wait until the arriml 

of the Sultan ensures tlH.'1ll plly mf'nt for thei r eurtions, and em .... 
ploy tbe interm1tn pillag ing. 'I'll(' number of general fires in the 
capital and the suhurb.<:, cannot be rated at I (>~s tban three annu· 
lilly. A late writf.>r says, that during a residt'nce of three years" 
the annual average was 6ve o r six:. The houSE'S, of laths and un-

o 

burnt brit·k. tlrc soon rehuilt, and the inhabitants prepare for this. 

frequent Cl'ent, by lodging all tllf'ir valuables in a chest. 

The summit of the tower of Galata is the r-pot which was made 
the point of prospect, for taking the panoramic view of Constan-

• Hunkiflr, possessor oj men', tI~ek.l. See Titles of the Emperor or the 
Turks; Boboviu5011 the Turkish 1 .. ilurgy, IICct. viii. Hyl<ftllt I8YS, the Sui. 
tan lIIay kill any numht'r undcr n thousalld a day, without assignillg n pretext 
for Ilis anger; bul the Turkish casllisb, Mr. Thornton obtc(ves, limit the num
her to (oUltcen.-PrtlCnt State of 'l'urL:ry, p. 95. 
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tinoplc exhibited in England. Those who have seen that a(cu~ 
rate representation, will be able to decide whether the seven hills 
upon which this capital i:. said to stand, and which Pococke de· 
sCribed to the satisfaction ofl\1r. Gibbon"', are discoverable in the 
present appearance of the city. 1"or my own part, I could not, 
upon repealeu trials, distinguish the eminences, although assi:,.ted 
by a plan ·which diVided the town into seven quarters, with a 
rclatioll to the same number of hills. Gyllius, howe,'cr, in IllS 
topograpillcal description, not only distinguished the seven hills, 
hut averred that six of them were discernible to those sailing 
through the port, rising like brothers, and in regular succession, 
from the buck of the !:Iamc promontory -t .. 

The tower of Galata does not plesent so complete a prospect 
vf the city a::. that of the Janissaries (or Yan~en-kiosk-the towcr 
of fire): from that summit the spectator will at once be convinced 
of the exaggeration in which most writers have indulged, in speak
ing of the size and population of the Turki.h capital. The base of 
the triangle on which the city is built, and which extends from the 
Seven Towers to the port, is perhaps one~fifth less than the side 
the sea of Marmora, and about :l sixth larger than that towards 
the harbour; and it appears from this height of so inconsiderable 
an extent, that having heard of a comparison between C!'nstanti
nople and Pari~ and even London, I was induced to time myseif, 
in passing under the wall~ from one point to another, and found 

• Decline and Fal), \'01. ii. p. 9, note 22. 
t "Ex eodem enim (Jromontorii dOl'lO leX colles nDacentur, eminentes in 

l!iinam, ut fratl'al dicere poetit, ita per otdinem locati luot, ut aheri aiterorlllil 
aspectum non awenmt," &c.-De Topog. Const. Ub. i. cap. v •• p. Baud. Imp. 
Orient. 
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the walk to have lasted one hour ano .Oje ventep.n minutes. This 
will gin· about five miles for the breadth of the city on tht: land 
quarter, and will reduce the extent of the three sides to fifteen 
miles, the measurement of ~tr. Spon, anu three less than rhe com .. 
putation of Bondelmollte, which has been esteemed the most co r~ 

reet: at the same time it must be recollected, that Chalcondyles 
limited the circuit to one hundred and eleven stadia" t and G yl~ 
liu5 mH<le it Jess than thirtpen milcsi~ . It should be adoed, that 
the walls, which are treble on the land-side, and eighteen feet apart 
from each other, take away from the real dimensions of the tOW01 

and that the gardens of the Seraglio, and a multitude of Niter pa
laces, the large courts of the royal moscks, and t he vacant spaces 
of the Hippodrome and other open spots, dimini~h cOOlJiderably the 
extent of the ground actually covered with houses. There is no 

~uch determinate way of judging of the size of the suburbs ofG~ ... 
lata, Pera, ~nd Scutari, willch, if they were not interspersed with 
, 'ast burying grounds, would be ut lenst one-fourth as la rge as the 
city within the walls, hut cannot be said at present to be in the 
proportion of more tha~ one-fifth to the capital itself. A late 
author, from a variety of calculations is persuaded, that there could 
ne\'er ha\'c been a population of 'much more than three hundred 
thousand souls wIthin the walls t . But this number must be un .. 
fler-rated, if the register of the Stamboul Effendissy, or :MaJor of 

• Mdct. Geog-. Articf<>, 9PAKH. p. 423. Mr. TourlIf'forl, in making the 
Thmciflll ~ i~le ninc, and the whole twenty-three miles, could have baldly con. 
!Hl II NI hi" ey".-Voyllp;e du Levant, p.46S, vol. i. lett. xii. 

t , . Amoitu5 urbu. liun attingit hooccim milliaria."-De Topog. Conat. 
lib. i. cbap. iv. 

t SlIrvt'j' oftllC Turkish Eml'irl', cbap. 7, p.287, second edit. 
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Constantinople, showed, that in J 796 there were eighty-eight 
thousand one hundred and eighty-five houses· within the jtJri~dic
tion of tbat minister, that is to say within Constantinople. for 
the suburbs are under other offi cers. At least five persons must 
be given to car.h hOlH~e, and making every allowance for the 
whole of the suburbs. au the other side of the port amI canal, five 
hundred thousand docs not appear too large an estimate f OI' the 
population of Constantinople and its environs. A stranger i':J told 
by the Turks, that there are many more than a million of jnhabi
tanh 10 the capital, and if he t rusted to their accoun ts, would 
also believe that there are se \'cnty-two thousand moscks, whereas 
the number of those buildillg:, does not amount to more than two 
hundred and twenty, with three bundred mesdjidi, or public 

chapels. 
I know not what numbers to assign to the different people com

posing this city, but should suppose drat there must be three 
Turks fo.r one person of any other nation. The most numerous, 
next to the 1Vlahometans, are the G reeks ; the Armenians must 
be reckoned arter the (. reeks, then the .Jews, amI last of all, and 
io R. proportion comparutivcly small, the i '-ranks. As the ldyahs 
have separate quarter;:, of the t5wn allolled for thCl r habitation, 
it might not be thought difficult to ascertain the actual proportion 
which they bear to each other, but no such computation, that 1 
am awnre, has hitherto been made. 

The J ews have all the usual characteristics of their nation. 
TIle most conSiderable amongst them are brokers and money-

• Constant. Ancient and Modern, p. lG. Dr. DallawAY however reckor~ 
Pera and Galata. 
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changers, jewellers, physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries; the 
lower classes nre sherbet-sellers, silk-twisters, druggists, boatmen, 
fishermen, confectioners, perfumers, tobacco-sellers, ulld mounte
banks (f. 

Physicians have {'njoyed the utmost favour and licence at the 
courts of the greate.!:it Mahometan princes, and many of the re
markable sa.yings of the Orientals are put into their mouths. One 
of the Caliphs being seated on a couch with his .favourite physician, 
amused himself, half involuntarily, with tmla,.ging a rent in the 
bottom of the doctor's robe, and amongst other questions relative 
to his aft, enquired, to what lenglh.o; those of his profEssion suf
fered a madman to go before they bound him. The other hesi
tated to reply, until he ,",w that his companion had extended the 
rent up to his waist, when he said, "Commander of the Ii'8ith
fuJ, we do not have recourse to the strait waistcoat before a man 
is mad enough to tear has physician'8 gown from the bottom as 
high as the girdle." The Caliph laughed at the rebuke, and, 

• The prescnt chief dcntiJlt to (hI! Gmnd Signior is a ,Jew. When til'8t intro
duced to tbe Sultan, be was ordered to examine a tooth, wbicb, upon inspec
tion, be found it wa, necessary to exiraCi. He very natural! y considered it a 
delicate maUer to give lucb erqnilitc nod sudden pain to an absolute monarcb, 
and resorted to tbe ("no,,"ing stratagem. Hi.ding the instrument in bis long 
sleeve, he requested perrninion to Fe·examine hi!' Higbrlell's tooth, and fixing 
tbe steel and drawing out the tooth with one motion, instantly gave a loud 
.crmm, and feU, as if in a tit, upon the ground. The Sultan jumped from hi. 
..tin 1Ii5 i_tallt lurpriseand anxiety to relieve the Jew, and thought Dothiag of 
(bp. operation or hi, complaint, until he found the cmuse of it had been removed. 
Whether or not the fact waa ulule1'ltood at the Seraglio ill not told, but such is 
the reputation oftbil akilfullarneHte, tbat he is in perpetual reqQet&, and hie 
fee ill Dot .malleT than that of tbe most (ubioRable LondoD dentiet. 
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after the fa&hion of the time, rewarded his friend with a purse (jf 
money. 

The first physici<ln i~ a Turk, hut the Crand Signior does not 
trul)l his health to any l\<lahomctan; ami the office of the ,\chim .. 
Dashe, is only to receive money ior the licences which he grants 
to the \ arious practiscrs of medicine in the nwtropolis. 

rrhe taxes levied on the Jews art:: not greater than tho8<' of the 
other rayahs, and they feel tho lmrtico or them thf> less, by 
being allowed a tp-fi:erdar or treaSllrt'r of Ih(>lr own, who coJjpcts 
the whoJe sum, and settles with the ministers of the Porle. It is 
said that they pay so muc.:h annually to furni ... h the Sultan with 
tents. The origin of this ouligation was, that. u. Grand Vizi~r 

havmg become acquainted with a decision of some H ebrew doc ... 

tors, hy v. hich the Turks were phtced on the out.!lide of the walls 
of Paradise, averred, that in that CIlSP, the Jews should at 1c'86t 

pro.vide them with tents to shelter them in the winter Iff.. 'I'hj~ 

comment on the Rabbinical dogma was of morc importance to 
the nation, tholl the opinion of the Mahornetan theologians, who 
..,cUled, th.ill in the infernal region& the Jews will he a story lower 

than the Christianst· 
The hankers of many of the "'urki~h grandee& are Jews, amI 

some of them have been involved in thc fall of their ~mployers, 

bUl this circumstance, amI the addres6 ':ihown by tlwm in the rna .. 
nagement of all pecuniary concerns, give their principal people a 
consideffttion in the eyes of the Turks, equal to that of any other 
!iuhjccts,although the common'l'urks, anu more ('specially the Chris .. 

• Parolea RMnarquablea des Orimtaux, Galaoo. 
t " Lei Mabomet .. " mettcnt lei .hill! dans un ~tage plus has que lcs Chrc. 

tit-os en enfer.-D'Herbelot, Bibliothequc Orientnle, artie. Jahoud. 
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tians. affect to treat and talk of them with every mark of contempt 
and disgust. They are distinguished hy a high square cap of black 
felt without any rim or border, which the Constantinopolitans call 
in derision haw'ow.', a word signifying a certain chamber utensil. 
The lower classes are dirty, both in their persons and dwellings, and 
Ballata, the Jew quarter, is the most filthy of any in the capital, 
and not less nauseous than in the days of Chri.3tian Constantino
ple, when the tallners used to empty their pans before the doors 
of the houses inhabited by this persecuted people·, The wise 
tolerance of the Turks, has produced a great increase of this part 
of the population since the last conquest of the city. In the 
twelfth century, when the Jew of Tudela tra\'elled, he found only 
a thousand of his countrymen in the place; and in the reign of 
Androuicus the Elder, the Patriarch Athnnasius represented, in 
a formal petition to the Emperor, that the whole nation ought to 
be banished from the metropolis-t-. In the middle of the seven
teenth century, a trayeller was persuaded that there were between 
twenty and thirty thousand of that accursed and contemptible 
people in the city +.; and the smallest computatiBn would rate 
them now at fifteen . 

• Voyage de Benjamin de Tudela, p. 1!J. Voyagel fnitl principalemont en 
Asit, &c. tome i. 

t rftSfA-P.:& "'f~{ T~~ A\lTGl(ftSTGf" ""f1 TW~ ,s.IGXTO,W~ b/«;I011~ r,« iEiA3'Wtri T~S" 
".b.lloJf.-A Letter to the Emperor concerning the god.killing Jews, thlJJ they 
mo'y "part from the city. 

See Bllnd. Comment. ill Antiq. C. P. lib. ii. p. 614, Imp. Orient. tom. ii. 

:t: Tbc reverend aDd learned T. Smith, D. D. Fellow of Magd. Coli. Oxon, 
and F. R. 8, A. Collection of Curious Trnvcll and Voyage., &ome ii. cap. 5, 
p. 118. 
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The Armenians are the most respectable of the Chl'i:-.tian in
habitants of the L evant . The depopulation of a whole country 
h aij often been effected hy those monsters to whom the AUlhor 
of all events h8." at different times, deli,·cred the lIuin >r .... c, hut 
no g reat and violent work of tyranny was €Ycr attcndeu wilh Ic!>" 
excess, or has produced more benefi cial con~equcnce~, than the 
laying wa .. te of Armenia by Sha-Abb ... the Great, and lhe par
tial deportation of its inhabitants from the frontiers to the inte
ri.or provinces of P ersia. By this decisive measure, the monarch 
prevented the encampment of the Turkish armies on the borders 
of his dominions, and by giving a new spirit Hnd employment to 
the traDsplanLcd nation, increased the wealth of his empire, at the 
same time that hp. lw.ttp.red the condition, and added to the im
portance, of a 1arge portion of his subjects. 

The Armenians, who, from being the most warlike of the 
Asiatics, had, aft~r their subjection by the P ersian!:!, become the 
patient cultivators of the soil, from the .period of this forced emi
gration substituted commerce for agriculture, ano gave a striking, 
and perhaps a soli ta ry example, of the competence of a powerful 
individual to change the habits ~nJ eh~racter of a whole people. 
Some of this nation were to be found in Constantinople in the 
latter periods of the G reek empire · ·; but the Armenian mer
chant, now so wen known in every quarter of the globe. was 
created hy that prince when he cstahlished the great colony of 

• See the three Ephitles of the Patriarch Athaaaaiuli to Andronicus the Elder, 
in which tbe Armenian. are coupled with the J ews as profani.llg the city by 

t heir religious rites, and wortb,. of es:pulsion-IC.~~ l-,I Ita; "11"1,: TW .. bIoi"" .. _ l 

A,JIor,r{w" :"11, i~wlfl,-Anselrn. B:lnd. Comment . in Aliliq. cr. lib. ii. 
I" 6IS, tom. ii. 

5 y 
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Julfa, in lite suburbs of Ispahan; and to the .same act the Euro
pean world i~ indebted for an inclcltsed and perpetual supply of 
the mo~t precious and costly of all Onental commodities. The 
growth of silk increased in e,'ery province of Persia, and the new 
,<,vttlcrs applying tbe ,saOle pruJcncc and industry to the concerns 
of commerce, as they bad before employed upon the labours of 
~griculturct 1I0t only enriched themselves and added to the re ... 
venues of the state, but hy an intercourse with more civilized 
nations in their long and painful journies, and an interchange of 
their merchandize tor the mnllufactures of Europe, improved the 
taste, ami much increabcd the comforts, of all their fellow.subject .... 

Of mild but persc\'cring ternperJ;, sober and patient in all their 
pursuih, honest although skilful ill their rlealilJgs. arrDffimodating 

in their habits and manners witllOuL losing their individual cha
racter, they did not fail to acquire a reputation in every country 
to which they were directed by the enterprise of traffic; and the 
preference bhown for those of their nation in all commercial tran
sactions, 600n made them settlers in many of the flourishing cities 
of AsJft and EUl'ope. They had not to make any BBCrifice of 
patriotic feelings. for they had no country, and they are now, 
no les~ than the Jews, a dispersed people, living in strange lands; 
and in 'furkey, notwithstanding their numbers, they may be oon .. 
sidered rather as a sect than a nation. 

The above eulogy of the A rmenians must be confined to their 
mercantile character. Living under despotic masters, being of a 
more saturnine and phlegmatic disposition than the Greeks, and 
not ha\i;,g, llke their fellow-subjects, any interest in the roil, or 
desire of emancipation, they have the tcmpe!"3ment of contented 
slaves, and their minds display no other activity than what is suf .. 
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ficient to assist them in the pursuit of one only ohjcct-the ct~ 
tainment of wealth. Their boasted literal Janguage, which is 
comparatively a latc invention, ftlthough understood by only a 
few of their Vertabiets, or Doctors, has not contributed to the 
advancement of science, or Bny branch of learning. Like the 
Greeks, they are debased by their subjection not only to the 
Turks, but to their priests, and Ly the tyranny of a mean and 
absurd superstition. "All the world knows,n says Mr. 1'ourne
fort (to whom the reader, without consulting the work of the 
Marchese Serpos, may refer for an account of this people) (' t.hat 
the Armenians are Christians, and that they would be very good 
Christians, were it not for the schism which separates them from 
us •. J> 

It seems that their principal heresy consists in some misunder
standing of the hypostatic union, a sneaking attachment to the 
Eutychian doclors, Dioscores and RarsumB, and an avowed ex .. 
communication of the council of Chalceuon; in a belief of the 
lesser gospels, of the uoctrine of Origen relative to the creation 
of sools at the begmning of the world, of the millenium; and 
lastly. in a deniul of purgatory and a present paraflise. 

The practical errors of tht>ir·church are, a sr.andalous participa. 
tion of the communion by itlf~lIl ts , an abominable aJofation of the 
clements before consecration, a sacrilegious usc of confession, (he 
absurd administrntion of extreme unction to the deau, and, for the 
most part, only to priests, and an ordination of persons unprepared: 
for the Mtcred .fficet. But neither these theological vices, nor the 

• Voyage d. LeYant, tom. ii, p.3OO, leUres.:r. 
+ The epithet. are Mr. TOllrnefolt's, who writes t'rI bon C(ltlt()liqtJ~, but .".ith 

a .('rio-comic ait 'Which it i. imp0i8ible to mistake. 

:')y 2 



896 LETTF.R XLVI. 

a(loption of many (j reck amI Jcwi::.h cel'cllloJli~St nor the quarrels of 
the l>alriafchs of ltchmiadzin and .Jf>rusalem for the monopoly of, 
the chrism- (or holy oil), can he so reyvhiog to a ProtPstantl~ng
gli::.hman U'l the dogma \\ Ilich (·nmprehellds all virtue, practical 
and religious, in a strict DtLl'lllion to the duty of abstinence. 

Each " 'cdnesday and Vriday are fast-days. Besides the four 
great Lents, they have four other f,rsts of eight days each, pre
paratory to the li:asts of Christmas, the Ascension, Annunciation, 
lind Stp George's day; during the whole of which they eat no
thing but roots. The Bishops eat flesh and fish but four times a 
year; the . .1\ rchbishop~ abstain from both altogether; and as eede
sia.\tical honours and fasting augment in equal proportions, it may 
be expected, as :Mr.Tournefort observes, that the Patriarchs must 
almost die of hunger. 

There is, however, a considt'rable portion of the Armenians to 
whom the above charge of heresy cannot apply. About the year 
1520, the labours of Father Bartholomew, a Dominican Friar. 
converted many of thi~ nalion to the Catholic faith, and to 8U~ 
jection to Pope John XXII.; aod since that period the missiona
ries have proceeded with unequal, but generally increasing, success. 
A Catholic Patriarch has been dtablisht-d at Racsivan, and an-

• :Formerly the oil could only be manufactured by the Patriarcb of Itcbmi .. 
adzin: Jacob, a Bisbop of Jerusnlem. got himself Appointed Patriarcb of Jc. 
rusalem by the Grand V iziet aoollt W60, and commenced making the cbrism 
also. \. VoiLa Ie lujd J'un grand ,cbilme parmi ellx. Les Patriarches &'cxcom. 
muniercnt reciproqucmcnt; celui des 'l'rois Egliscs forma uq, g[llDd procCti a 1a 
Po:!'" f'Ontfe «lui de JUURl\lcro. Les Ttltcs qui sont tmp habiles pour youtoir 
decider In question, se contenlent de fecc\'oir les prnenl qrie leur font Ie. Pari iI's 
a mcaure qu 'eUe. reviennent a la cbarge: en attendant cbacun debitc lOll builo 
com rue il peut."-Voyage du Levant) p.405, totu. ii. Idtre ~lI., 
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other at Caminirc, since the Unton of the Polish Armenians with 
the church of Rome in ]666. Monasteries of religious of the 
Dominican order, are to be found wherever any of the nation are 
seuJeu; and in some places they are enabled by their power, as 
wen 8S inclined by their duty, to brand those of th<.'ir original 
church with the name of schi~matics. At Con3tantinople the 
churches arc in possession of the latter, and the Catholics frequent 
the Roman chapel, although until lately they were more power
ful than the other party, the Patriarch being a favourer of their 

persU3'ilon. 
The hatred subsisting between the two sects may be easily 

conceived: it frequently breaks out in violence and persecution. 
A late Patriarch punished a convert from his church to the Ca
tholics with five hundred blows on the sole~ of the feet; u sen
tence which he was enabled to inflict, as the holder of the digw 

nity is invested by the Porte with entire authority (except of life 
and death) over all Armenians. Neither bribery nor intrigues are 
sp1ued to obtain such power, notwithstanding the accompanying 
obligation of ahstiuence; and there have been instances of two rival 
Patriarc.hs enjoying, or rather ~i\'iuing: the office between them. 
In spite of the difference of their creed, the !tOlnan Catholics. fol' 
th€ sab.e, it is presumed, of conversion, have assimilateu them
!elves to the temper, and ha\'e in some measure adopted the seve
rity, of the sclJismalics, to a degree not required by the Latin 
church. The first class of the Roman Armenians at Con~tantino

pIe, 1\SSUme the manners of the Fr''dnks, but in the other orders it 
is difficult to distinguish between the two sects. 

Some of tht' customs of tne Armenians are no less strikmg to 
a Frank stranger than those of the Turks. Their \\ omen arc 
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equally enveloped when abroad, and are to be distingui'hed from 
the Mahometan femules only by the oolour of the square capes of 
the feredjes which hang behind their backs; and thear marriage 
ceremonies are as tedious and fantasticul 8S those of any of the 
Orientals. These lasting alliances, which are settled between the 
parents during the infancy, and sometimes before the birth, of 
the parties, are concluded and consummated before the bride
groom bas a view of the face of his spouse, and the (hsguise is in 
,;ome instances continued after the marriage; but unless the honest 
,,·isitors at Pera are much deceived, the. extreme delicacy of the 
females is reserved only for their husbands. Their constant use 
of the bath, and other personal habits, together with the little peril 
of an amour with a Christian compared with a Mahometan in
trigue, rend~r them the unsuspected and ready substitutes for the 
Turkish ladies, in the hands of. class of people which may always 
be met with in any large city. 

Such of the settlers as have attained considerable wealth, 
although tht'ir appearallc~ in Constantinople is that of the honest 
mechanic, live in much splendour in their villas on the Bosporus 
and at Belgrade, and, during the feasts of tbeir church, indulge , . 
freely in tht> pleasures of the table; but a late writer was not a little 
!ll!duced hy the charms of a simile, when be declared, that" their 
festivity seems to consist chiefly in being intoxicated, and jump
ing about with the preposterous activity of an elephant". 

The A rmenian cemeteries in the Df(ighbourhood of the c~pital, 

.nd .specially that behind the walls on tbe road leading to &1i
vria, present a specimen of one of the lCand610us cu~toms ill which, 

Cooltantinop)c, Arw:ient and Moder., Po 83. 
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notwithstanding some pretensions to orthodoxy, these people 
cOlltiuue to indulge"'. At the tombs may be seen the relations 
of the deceased in all the attitudes of grief, from the torpor of 
mule dp-spair, to the agitation of uncontrouled sorrow. The men 
stand at the fvot of the grave, their arms folded, their heads 
upon their che.its, and tho tears rolling down their cheeks; \\ hils! 
the women an; seated on the ground, or prostrate on the flat 
tomb~stones, beating their breasts, and lamenting aloud. A soli
tary mourner is sometimes found weeping and praying amongst 
the s<>pulchres; but on stated days the ceremony is general, and 
the priests attend during the performance, which concludes some· 
what unexpectedly for strangers. with music, dUllfiug, and fea~tmg. 

The chief Armenians of Constantinople are, as well ag the 
Jews, money-brokers (sarraff!:i), and they receive a small premium 
for examining the coin in the many bargains "hieh go through 
their bands. 'fhf>y also buy the specie when crit'o down and 
at a low price, and re-issue it ~n the .loans with which they ae .. 
commodate the Turks, at the exorbitant interests of between 
twenty and thirty pcr cent. This is the chief source of their 
wealth. Many of their corn mprchants are in good circum .. 
stances, and also their golclsrmths, as only r:. few of any other 
nation exerci~e that trade. There are Armenian surgelJns; physi
cians, and apothecaries. The greater number of bakers are of 

NOlwithllandi,lg they ha'tc some errors wOl,th to be rQuted, and som .. 
Icandawus customs besides. So you sllUll see t"em Itere and there cry our 
the gra"es oj fh~ir deccaud friends, &c.-Dr. Leonhart Rau'Wolr. Travels into 
fhe Eastern Countrieef port iii. r,bap. '4, Of the Armenians, and thdr Reli. 
gion. 'fhe .aid travdkT wal of tbe. reformed religion, and II good h('rlJal;5/. 
bula believer io Prater Joba and the Unicorn. 
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tlleir nation. They are the chief housc-buildtrs, masons, joiners, 
turners, braziers, and locksmiths; and as porters, they show 
tllcmseh-es the most lauorious, and, perhaps. the strrtnge1:>t peo~ 
pie in the world. Sixteen of them, tdght before and eight be
hind, with their arms extended across on each olhers f houlders, 
will carry a barrel of wine slung Oil four poles, throwmg three 

hundred weight upon each man". They march in a quick lock
step, accompanying each pace with the groan of a paviar, and 
apparently in the last agony of exertion. The Armenians are 
also water-carriers, sherbet-sellers, boatmen, fishermen, silk-twis
ters, ribbon-weavers, and tent .. makers, and are accounted the 
best farriers aud horse-breakers in the country. As chintz
printers and muslin-painters, they surpass most European artists, 
but the blOCkS and patterns are French. llreviously to figuring 
their linens or cottons, they polish them with a paste of fine 
flour, ami, as has been noticed by a contemporary traveller, 
they wash their printed calicoes in sea-water, to cleanse them 
from the gum used in preparing the colours t. On the whole, 
the Armenians arc the most industrious and useful subjects in the 
Ottoman empire . 

., Constantinople, Ancient r.lld Modern, p. 128. 
t Voyages and Travel. by John Gall, p. 275, 4(0. Mr. Galt adds, tbat be 

bas sten liquares of IIHJslin not worth ten shillings, railed iD value by the labout 
of tbe painkr to upwards of 11 hundred. 
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Ters-Hane-The Hm'oou/' and Docks-Visit to the Capudan

Pa,~/w at Divan-Hane-EJ.:ecutioni-Jli..fit to the Ters-Hane

Emini-The Sultan's Cypher-Russian Prisoners-Visit t6 

the Capudan-Pasha's SIlip, the Sultan Selim-The Turk,," 

Navy-Martial J.1{mic-G,'otitude uf tlte Turks-and other 

amiable Traits of their C:haracter-A Notice of some Pointr. 

relative to the Mahometan &ligi.IJn~ and to ib Ministen

The Mevlevi and Cadri-The Turning and Howling Derv"h ... 

THE east side of the port .beyond Galata is a line of 
public building., and of palaces attaohed to the alate officer. of 
the Turki.h marine, The Ottomans had beeD for more than half 
a century in pos.session of the most advantageous spot in the 
world for the establishment ofa navy, before they applied them
selves to navigation, for they were not masters of a single ~hjp of 
war until the reign of Selim the First. That monarch constructed 
a dock for the building of galleys, which is still seen in a bay of 
the port under the hill and cemetery leading to Pera and the Eng
lish palace, A long wooden wharf runs along the edge of the 
~'ater, at which small merchant ships arc moored, but the galleys, 
now out of use, are removed to the inner part of the port. It is 
called tbe Goliondge's Wharf. The point of Divan-Hane, the au-

5 z 
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dience-chamher of the Caplldan-Pasha, terminates this bay to the 
north. The long suite of buildings beyond Divan-Bane, belongs 
to the quarter of'rers.HaDe, or the A rsenal, which owe3 its pre
scot appearance to the lilbours of De Tott, <md of the French 
engineers Lemy and Lebrun.-Thc enterp~ising Hassan-Pasha, 
from a waiter at a coffee-house ill Gallipoli, raised himself to abso
lute authority under Sultan A bilulhamid, and by one act of feroci
ous cournge (when he blew up his own amJ a Russian hne .. of·battle 

ship at Tchcsmc) established a repututioll. which he maintained 
throughout his long continuance in office. He recQV(~rcd ~em

nos, quelled a rebellion in Syria, and totally subdued the l\1orea, 
exerci!'ing t he most prompt and horrible vengeance on the insur
gent~. His t~1\'ouritf' Wll~ a young lion, whom most traveliers ha.d 
the good fortune of belwlJillg crouched down and fU!I'\>ing as u 
footstool to thi~ terrific .. -\dllliral. He had, hOIVCl't'f, disc~rnmt'nt 

enough to give e\'ery encoumgement to the .French officers auo\'e 
rnentioned~ the latter of whom was patronized by Kutchuk Hus
~ein, Capudan-Pasha, also a OIall of acknowledged auilitie •. 

During the reign of Seliin, whose projects will; be hereafter 
noticed, the improvements of the marine still cQntinued unuer 
Mr. Rhodez, a Swede, with a c~mpany of engineenofthc same 
nation, ami ~Ir. Henoit, a French gentlemaa; and even after 
the disastrous termination of his eifort.OJ, the external appearance 
of '1'er5-llane, such as it is at this day, would do credit to the 
most ci\·ilized nation of Europe. Here there are lurge mast and 
block houses, bl"'.:Iss and copper foundries, rope-yards, na\·al store 
warehvuses, besides a dry stone dock constructed on the mo&t 
approve<i principles. .A stone facing lines the harbour.; and sucb 
is the depth of walcr, that the sterns of the three-deckers bang 
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over the shore. Engines for masting ships and hea"iog down) 

contrived upon the usual plan) ;:ire ranged along the pier. The 
ships of the line of the first c1as~ are butlt near the shore, on a 
natural ucdivity, and slide at once into deep water. The gal
ley harbour succeeds tn the !)tone piers) and beyond arc the can
non foundries, near Ain-Aleh-Kavak Sarai, the Palace rif Mh'. 
,'urs, a desertod kiosk huilt hy AchmC't th(> Third. The ground 
rises from near the shore of the port; alld the suhurhs of Hassim
Pasha, Piali- Pasha) and Piri-Ptl~"a. with intervt· ning cemeteries, 
and spots of open lana crown the decli"ities above Uivan-Hane, 
Tefs-Hane, and the galley whart: 

The officf'rs of the .E.ngli~h friga te \\ i-shed to see the A rsenal and 
the Turkish }"'Jeet, which was then in port. As a preliminary. we 
"'isited Ali, the Capudan-Pasha. HE' was in his kiosk of audience 
at Di\'an-Hane, a splendid chamber, sJ,Jrrounded by hi!t nttend
ants, 8nd~ contrary 10 custom, received us sitting. He is reporled 
to be a ferocious character, and certainly had the appearance of 
heing so. His capacity for his office may be collected by the fol
lowing specimen of his ('onversation. 

After the usual comp1iments, be told the Caplain of the frigate . . 
he had ne,'er been at sea, but that he was veT)' fond of It. He 
aSked him if the wind was likely to continue long in tlle .. arne 
quarter, and when he was an~wered that his Highness, from hav
ing been accu~tomed to the climate, was more likely to know 
than a stranger, was unable to comprehend the deduction. He 
enquired if the Captain had a man on board to manage the com
pass; and learning that e\ery man in the ship was acquainted with 
that instrumt'flt, replied, polOting to a young Midshipman in our 
company, .. What! doe. that boy know any thing oftbe compass 1" 

5z2 
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It was cndcnt tbis was no legitimate successor of H ussein
Pasha; but in the choice of 8 High Admiral, it i. a. likely as not, 

that a person of total incapacity f", tbe office .hould be .elected; 
as this dignity, like every other under the Ottoman government, 
is obtained by bribery, intrigue, aoo favouritiam; and every Turk 
is content with asking himself if the place is fit for hil", without 
enquiring whether he is fit for the phlce. He look, upon the 
office of Capudttn-Pashn as preferable to that of any other state 
mini,o,ter under the Vizier Azem, becall-'f! it conveys more power 

and wealth; but if he cannot obtain that situation, be- will take 
up with being Tefterdar Effendy (Minister of Finances), or Jeny
cberry Aghassy (Cener .. 1 of the Jaw .... rie.). 

The Capudao-}'asha is supretne over all tbe .a1ands .ubject to the 
Ottoman dominion, amI of all the great sea-ports ann some ma
ritime districts: he is member of the gretlt council of state; and 
presides at TerseHane like an absolute priDCe~ with the attendants 
of a court; and, what is au important poiDt in Twkey, an ext' ... 
cutioner. An Intendant and Judge of the Mari.., (fe ..... Hane 

Emini, Ters-Hane Effendi) are su~t to his order., boat the latter 
officer atteoo. a"o tl> the police of Pera, und .. the Bostaodge-
Bashe. • 

The place chosen for the death of criminals coodell1lltd by the 
High Admirel, is osoolly a 8at near the Golioaige' ... harf. A 
horizontal motion of the band from hiB master, is suBiciea.t 
hint and warrant to the executioaer, wi» usually sand~ near 
him. The prisoner is led out witbout any ceremony, pushed 
upon 0;. knees, and beheaded with a short s""nl. or ,.,.tber • 
long broad knifu, wbich doe. not always periuom the task at one 
blow. If tile puniobment taus fII- -..l1y. the priooaei- is 
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strangled: sometimes lie is hanged up on a nail, driven into any 
house 10 the street upon which the hangman may fix . Persons 
of condition are strangled first, and afterwards heheaded. I saw 
a body turned on its chest, the careasfi covered, but the legs and 
arms bare, which had apparently su~red from burning or beat
ing, and the head lying between tb. legs. TIllS latter pooition 
is an i.ndignity confined to the ",yah~, us the heuds of Turkish 
criminals are placed under their arms. The body was that. of a 
Greek Cogiu~H-~he of Triccala, who was charged with lading 
s.tores for the Russians; but, as a person acqnainted with the case 
told me, was in reality found guilty of being rich, and having 
two or three handsome merchant vessels, which the Capudan
Pasha desired to appropriate to his OW)) sp.rvice. 

On the day of visiting the navy, we wuited first on the Ters
Hane-Emini, whom we found with a kind of painting apparatus, 
aud a hair pencil, drawing a sprig or floweret upon small bits of 
written paper, and handing them off .to the officers in waiting. 
''''hat these billets were we did not learn, but conjectured that 
they were official, and that the ornamenbJ "'ere the signets which 
it was the Intendant'. duty to a/li,,".-This manual skill may 
seem unworthy of 90 importaDt"aO oa&cer at! the Secsod Minister 
of the Marine; but the NicDudgi-EiI~mdi, a eounseH0r of state, 
corres~ wita OUI Keeper of the Pri .. y Seat, also draws .... ilh 

a brush, or hair peneil, tOe dabomte anagram which stands at the 

• A traveller shOlll4. c .i .. oj mn.1CUw any conjecture5oftbc above kind, 
leat be should fall into _ ..... -...ef 'be Malabar merchant at tbe court 
\1f Calcutta, wbo miatook a pan of green spectncle8, for a necessary precnulion 
worn by tbOie 'Who apPJOllcbed Lord Minto, to warc1 00· tbe effulgence of his 
Lortbbiyt ~co.-s. u;,.. Graham's JOllrnal. 
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head of all the Imperial firmans; and employs himself, as I han, 
seen, in this mechanical discharge of his duty in the J)jvnn. That 
the office require!) some painful attention, moy be seen oy the an
nC?ted fac .. simlle of Sultan Mahmoud's cypher, taken on a scale 
one half less than that of the original, from our travelling fi rman. 
It is called Tun"e, but is properly the Khati-Sherif (which gi\"Cs a 
name to the whole mandate or public edict), signitj,jng tilt Iwl!J 
character, or Khati-Humayun, tlte sublime character, nnd no 'furk 
will touch it before he has ceremoniously kissed it with his mouth 
and forehead, and brushed away the dust from it with his cheeks. 
YVe learn from Cantemir, that it is held in re,'erence even after 
the death of the Emperor whose name it represents·. 

Ottoman lIistory, Part I. Book iii. p. 160, of Tindal'. tran.1atlolJ. 
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The act of :writing the Sultan's name, conveys therefore a sa~ 
crcd dignity, and it woultl be a sort of profanation to entrust it 
to common hands. In the same way, even the menial offices about 
his court arc considered high1y honourable, although they are 
not, like the Lordships of the Bed~chamher at St. James's, hyany 
means a sinf'curc. 'fhe Pasha of the Dardane]Jes, at a \'i~it paid 
him upon my return {j'OIn Con~tantiliople, learning that \'fe had 
been in the St'raglio, asked us how we liked the presence-cham
ber; and, on our r('ply. commended it highly, saying~ that he 
ought to know it well, having swept it out for fiftcltn years. 

L ea \-'ing the Ters-Hnne ... Emini, we pfocecued, arcompauicd by 
some of his of}il'e-rs, to examine the port. There wert' nine two
dt:ck{~ rs. <.Ind one three-decker, laid up close to the pier, quite out of 
repair, hesides ~e\'ern.1 frigates, one of which, dititinguished by a 
palm at the head, was La J uslice, now La Victorieusc, that 
carried Denan to Egypt. One three-decker was on the stocks. 
The store-rooms seemed empty, apd there were few people at 
'Il'o rk in an,Y part of the arsenal. 

'Ve met between tw.o and three hundred Russian prIsoners, 
choined by the legs, going from the puhlic prison~ called the 
Bath, to their labours, This place of confinement (tht! abode or 
~uspected Greeks and condemneu Turks, as well as of captive ene
mies) is enclosed 'With high walls at the head of the arsenal, amI 
~robahly merits the [rightful description given of it from the re
port of the unfortunate Frenchmen suffering there during the WitT 

between their country and tIle Porte" • 

• L 'aapeet du bagr.e ofl"re un coup-d'ceil qui fiClrit I'imagination, &c.
p'ouquevillc, Voyage t\ Cons;(antinoplt, chap, xvii. p. 149, 
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A very great and good man has endeuvoured to reconcile the 
custom of enslaving pn.onen of war with the laws of nature and 
reason. Whether it is excui3.ble or not, the Turks only follow a 
practice which W8S formerly universally prevalent, and which was 
certainly not extinguished amongst Christians until the thirteenth 
century"; nor do they follow it to its full extent, for the proonp.rs 
are released on a peace; and, although they are very rigorously 
confined, and obliged to work, they cannot, therefore, be said to 
be enslaved. The Turks, however, no Jess than the ancient Sey ... 
thians, 3tiU think themselves fully entitled to a payment for the 
bead or redemption of everyone whom they destroy or /aopare 
in battle. 

From Ters-Hane 'We went on board the Sultan Selim, the Ca .. 
pudan-Pasha's ship, of a hundred a.nd twenty guns, built on the 
French model, and perhaps as fine a vessel .. any in the world. 
The High Admiral's cahinis a ffiagnificentapartment, surrounded 
by • handsome stern-gallery; but that of the Captain, and the 
ward-room, are not very comfortably contrived, especially the latter, 
which i. half filled with small arms: indeed the place. wheTe the 
officers sleep are near the forecastle, where there is also an im
mense oven for baking bread. beT decks were perfectly clean 
and sweet; and, a8 she was not burtbened witb any comforts or 
conveniences for the crew, her quarters were quite clear below as 
well 8S on the upper deck. Her complement of men is twelve 
hundred, all of whom, the Captain told U8, were on board, although 
there were but few of them visible above, and the most perfect 

• Grot. de Jon bem et pacil, lib. iii. cap. "ii. DecliDe and FaJI, yol. ii. 
4(0. p • .595. 
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good order and silence were observed in every part of the ship. 
On the lower deck were four enormous cannons on each sidc, UpOIl 

carriages without either trucks or wheels, and incapable of (·lcl'U
tioll. It is extraordinary that 8 reform in this particular should 
not have tnkf'n place at the same time with the other improyc· 
menta. The crew is divided into two distinct bodies; the Creeks 
wh() manage, and the Turks who fight, the ship: the former are 
aoout two hundred in number. With such a regulation, it cannot 
be expected thnt any excellence in the vessels themselves should 
enable the Turkish navy to equal that of any civilized state. 

The line.of-battle ships in commission when we were in the 
Sl,Ilc.an SeliQl, were two of thr.ee decks, and ten of sevcnty-four 
guns; aU of ",bich were moored in the port near Ters-Hanc. 

Whilst we ~'ere in Perd the fleet left the harboul', and pro .. 
coeded toward. it. annual cruise in the Black Sea. It first 
3ft~bored pfl Beshik-Tash, then remained some time in the bay 
of Buyuk-dere, and wu. more ,h." a fortnight in getting finally 
out of the c~nal. We saw the ships under sail in the Black Sea. 
Severj.} of the squadron generally return, after suffering by mis .. 
llt~ement) into the canal, previously to the appointed season 
fN giviDg up the cruise. 

During a war with Russiu, great promises are annually ma.de 
DIj the part I>f tbe C.pudan Pasha on commencing tbe expedi
tion, which j1re almost <;is regularly clisappointeu, and have £ome~ 
r;imes been f~tal to the Admiral, who contrives in some instances 
to aeljlJ¢ bilDllOlf by strangling his Captain, or that of the 1'a
tf,,"a 1l.ey or Vi<:e-Admirul, and laying the cbarge of misconduct 
on the pn;tendted delinqueut. 

J blIP III' ~lIIIity of going .on baaoo ODe of the Turki,l. 
6A 
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ships of war at sea, and saw llothing of thut good ordt>r and dis ... 
cipline, which apparently prc\'ailed in Ihe SulJnn Selim wb~1I in 
harbour. She was a sloop of eighl('l"'n ~111l.s, and olle humlroo 
and twenty-five men, and would certaini.v have proved herself not 
equal to an English armed culler. It was difficult to dIstinguish 
the Captain from his sailors, either from his dress or munner: 
indred the dignity of naval command cannot he at all understood 
in a Turki~h ship of war; for one traveller relates, that he saw 
the Captain and one of his men playing at chess on the quarter
deck; and I heard Sir S. Smith mention, that upon his coming 
on board the Turkish Admiral's ship, the great Capudan-Pasha 
Kutchuk-Hussein, either as a distinguished honour, or as a proof 
of his nautical accomplishments, fired a ~a1ute with his own hand, 
running along the ut:ck from gUll to gUll. 

The people of a fr(!L' .!.tatf' suhnllt to unlimited subSf'rviency 
when enrolled amongst the troops of their country. 'l'he subjects 
of a despotic monarchy reserve all their liherty of' nction for the 
period of their service in arms. The anchoring of an Ottoman 
fleet in a port, and the pCls.!.ing of an army through a town, is 
a public calamity to the inhabitttnts of the invaded district. 
The Galiondges, howt!\'er, are rhdoncd more brutal and licen
tiout: than the land troop3 of the Empire. 

,V tHlst we were walking the deck of the Sultan Selim, the Ca
pudan Pasha left Tcrs-Hane, to proceed to Uuyuk-dcrc. He 
passed near the ship in his gilded barge, and the band mount
ing the poop, cOlltinued to play until they were relieved by 
those in the three-decker of the Patronn Bey. Their long trum
pets, the only instrumentst produced nothing like our martial 
airs, bllt ~,Jow and un\'3rying, though not unpleasant BOunds, 


