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I)RE~"'ACE, 

BY THE ENGT~ISII EDITOR. 

SI ~c F. the annexation of Louisiana to the United States of Ame-. . 
rica, in the year 180S, the government of the latter country has 
turned its attention on several successive occasions to' obtain an ac
curate knowledge of the new territory, with a ,iew to ultimate ob
jects of colonization and commerce. and the judicious measures it 
has pursued, besides answering the purposes to which they were 
more immediately directed, have resulted in geographical discoveries 
of great importance. 

In 1805, a party under the command of Lieutenant Pike, a young 
officer of bold and enterprising spirit, was ordered to explore the 
U pper Missis~il'p~ bj -ascending along the whole of ita channel from 
its contluence with the Missouri to its source. This' expedition sailed 
from St. Louis on the 9th of August, 1805, and r·durned·to the same 
place 011 tbe 80th of April, 1806, after sueces:fuUy !l.ccomplishing 
the design of its appointment. 

In the course of the same year, Lieutenant Pike ..r~ chosen to 
b 
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. tbe ~mma~ anolber ~xpedition destined to explore .the i~tcrior 
districlll of. l-o. ,siana. Ifng 'to the southward of the 1!~ss6url. He 
Willi in.tructed to ascenp/the Gl-eat 0.0,,"" R,ver to ,t. source; then to 
proceed towards the Artlansn'l.; here be was to detach a party, uncler \ 

• tbe command' of Lfeuten8nt Wilkinso~o descend this river as far 
. ..- as the Mississippi; wbil .. bi~self, with c rest of bis'qICu, ascended 

" to.its source . • 4fter vjsiting its head \Vll rs, he was di rected to seek 
the soU[ce of the Red River, and to follow that stream to N atchi
tocbes. The former part of this plan he executed agreeably to his 
orders: but being bewildered in tbe snowy regions at tbe bead of the 
Arkansaw, be advanced too fur to the westward, and .truck tbe great 
River del Norte, within tbe Spanish boundary. He was here arrested 
by a detachment of Spanish troops, _ami carried prisoner to tbe 
capital of New Mexico; wbence, nfter a detention of a few months, 
be WBlI conveyed"by a circuitous rbute along tbe sbores of the Gnlph 
of Mexico towards tbe boundary of the province, on tbe road to N at
cbitoches. Lieutenant Pike departed {rom St. Louis on this up ... 

. dillon, July 15, 1806, and returnea J lily 1 , 1807 . 
• , 

The interesting natral1,·e of tbese two joumics was publisbed in 
England, in tbe ydr 1811, by the present Editor, who bad "bl,en 
furnished ... ith an authorized copy of the original manusCript. M1". 
Pike's Travels .... re of consider-dble importance in a geographical 
view. The sources of the M.ississippi were before known, and thdr 
geographical position accurately BlICertained from preceding oirser-

. vations; but its progress down to its junction with the Missouri, bad 
Ilever been examined, except at a rew places wlW:h Jwl been. ClV • 

. • • oally visited by Indian traders. Mr. Pike e~l~ tbf.lI'hole of tbis 
portion of it;j!bannel, and lald it down fro'in iIctWilinmey; aiiclby 
eorrecdog lois adaiCBllurements by aatroQOlDli:;Il oh.ervations, ~. en
abled on hia retUlb to form a correct ¥ap oi ita ClOIIJ)Ie" wlIiel! ~ 
IJeea giTeD OIl a JIIl(\uced scale with bi. ",Bleit JOIIrnaJ. .,..,~ 
the _e laboriout plan, of surveying 11111 rddte, iii hiB i<!Cbftlf ''ro\!t, 
be bu. been ~le to fumiab the Ant aadiftiCtory account Of tbti Gnat • 
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Osage River, aruf of the upper porti.qn of,the rka_ ... ~ from aItout . 
latitude 35', north, to ita 8O,¥,~ ~u~ Iafi.tude 4:&' ; aJlg. also of the 
lIeoeral COU/:8l\ of tbe Ri(\ del Norte. of New ~xico, He visited 
likewise a part of the Aver Kansas, apd dl.i:overed . the bead "aIen, .. , 
of the :Platte, another larl:e,,~tream which Bpw1l into' tbe MiJaouri .• 
The lo .... er porfiQn of tbe A/kanaa .... , frOm tJte point whence Mr. PiU
ascended, waa explored dvriog tbis expedition hy LjeutenUlt Wil. 
kinllOO, .... bose Journal is printed in Mr. Pike's Work. . 

• , 
'l'he countries traversed by Mr. "Pike, especially during bis last ,\,oar, 

were almost as little known to the world 88 the interior of Afrioa. 
French traders had, it i. true, penetrated through a conaiderahle por
tion of tbem; but as in almost every instance tbeir objects were 
merely commercial, tbeir knowledge was carefully kept iIo themeelvCII, 
and perished with them. An exception ought indud to be made in 
the case of Du PralZ, wlo~ work on Louisiana display. ooaaiderable 
talent for observation, and ",bose statements, as to its geographical 
features, have in general been corroborated by subsequent survey •• 
After all, however, the courses of the great rivers' ,were but very 
partia,lly ascertained, nnd all the maps of tbis district were in con
sequence grossly erroneous. These defects haA'e been in a great ~ 
gee rectifi.ed loy Mr. Pike's Charts, wbicb have supjllied materials fOl" 
an ucellen,t Map of Ibis po1tio1l of the Americau Cl/ntiuent.* 

Besid~ these great unqerWUngs, other expeditions on a small,r 
J'caIe were Ilirected tQ !pe cJ,8mination of particular districts. Amol\g 
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the~ may Ot: .mell~IOnea. u. Journey performed in the latter part. of 
the year 180j~ by l\Ir. Duriba.I' and Dr. Hunter, with a Rarty under 
their direction, who asJnded. the 'Vashita River, an interesting . , 
stream flowing from thc'.:Ilorth.-west, and emptying it~ ~'ater:, into the 
.Red River of 'Louisift.na, a fc·,': miles above the confluence of the 
latter with the Mississippi. It was intCl~ed that the t"xaminatioll of 
the Red River itself should be entrusted M I'. Pike, who, after como. 

• • 
pleting his survey of the upper part of the province, was to descend 
along it~ channel un his return. But, previously to this period, some aC· 
count of it had been drawn up by Dr. Siblcy~ of Natchitocht,s, who 
had himself explored it for a considerable distance, and obtained his 
information respecting the upper part of its course trom a respectab){~ 
native trader, who had pas<;ed his lite in the neighbourhood. This 
account, together with l\fr. Dunbar and Br. Hunter's description of the 
'Vashita, were tra~smittcd to the President of the U ui ted States, aud by 
him communicated to Congress in the year 180(,. They were afterwards 
published by the gO\'erumcllt with some other official Documents of a 
~imilar kind. 

But the 11H.)8t important expedition of discovery fitted out by the 
government of the Ullitcd States was tha.t cntru!)tcd to the cOlllmand 
of Captains Lewis and Clarke *; who were directed to explore tbe 

The /olknving J.llcMage Oft the Sub,ieJ.:t <Y tim Expedition. "'48 delivered to C(Hl

grUB by tlte Presidertt of tlte United State" ift tlte Year 1806. 

TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE 01' REPRESENTATIV~I 01' THE UIUT2D STATEI. 

hi pursuance of a measure proposed to Congress, by' a measage of January 18th, one 
thousand eight h~n6,"ed and tbrcf', and sanctioned by their ,ppro,l)riati,pll, for carrying it 
into execution, CaPtain Meriwetht'r Lewis, of the ·first reglment of i;&otr.r, was appoint. 
ed, with a p&,d.V of men, to explore tbe rive .. Mi88our~ trom its mouth to its sourCe and . , 
crossing the JJlgh1;alftJs b,l tbe 8bortes~ pq~ge. to ~k the be~ water communication 
thence to the Pacific Ocean; and Lieutenant Clarke was appeint8d second in command. 
They 'Were to enter into conf{'rence with the Indian nations on their route, wIth a "iew to 
tbeett,tlJli,btoent of commerce with them. Tbey entered the Mi880uri May 14th, one thou
eaod eight hundred and four, and on the lst of November took up their .t. qu,.rt,~ near 
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river ~fissouri from its confluence with the l\fissi"sippi to Its bOUrC6r
to proceed thence across the mountains,' by: the shorte"t. wute, to the 

• 

the Mandan towns, 1609 milf>s ahore the mout~ of tbe river, in latitude 47° 21' 47 
Jlortt:, and longitucJ, 990 24' 45" west from GrC<'nwiob. On 'the 8th of April, Ofte < 

thousand eight hUbdred and five, tI·.fY proceeded up the river in pursuance of the objects 
prescribed to them. A letter of tbe preceding day, April 7th, frobl baptain I .. ewis: is 
herewith communicated, During his stay among the Mandan!>, he had been al1le to lay 
down the Missouri, according to courses and distances taken on his passage up it, cor
l'CCted hy frf>quent obl'ervation's of longitude and latitude; and to add to the actual surve,Y' 
ot' tbis pOl'lion of the ri~er, a general map of tbe country between the Missiesippi and 
l'acific, from the tbirt.,,-follrth to the fifty-fourth degrees of latitude. These additions 
an' from information collected from Indians with whom he had opportunities of communi
ccltmg, during hit. journey and re"idcnce with them. Copies of this map are now presented 
to b<?tlJ hOU8(:'-; of Congl'esc;, 'Vith thes(> I rommunicate albo a statistical view, procured 
and forwarded by him, of the Indian nations inhabiting the territery of I .. ouisiana, and 
the countries adjacent to its northern and weslern bordfi3; of their commE'rCe, and of otber 
intcl'ehting circumstances respecting them. 

}" order to render the statement al- complete as may be, of the Indians inhabiting the 
country west of the Missishippi, I add Dr. Sibley's account of those residing in and adja. 
cent to the territory of Orleans. 

I communicate also, from the same person, nn account of the Red river, according to 
tbe best information he had been able to coutft. 

.H.a.:viDg been diaappointed, aAer coNiderable preparation, in the pw-pose of seJUling 
an exploring party up that rher, ill the summer of one thousand eight hundred and four, 
it was tho~bt beat te employ the autumn of that year in procuring a knowledge of an in .. 
teresting bl'Utdt of the ri~r .called the WulNta. This was undertaken unw the direc
tion of Mr. Dunbar, ofNatc;l,lez, a citizen of distinguii!hed science, who had aide~, and 
contin!lcs to aid us, with hi. disintel'ested and valuable services in the prosecution of thes~ 
enterprises. lIe ascpndt'd t'he river to tll~ remarkable hot 8prings near it, in latitude 
840' 'ft 4". 16, l~itgitud'; ~ '50" :t!>,~ w~st fr6m Greenwich, taking its .courses and dis
tances/and/correcting tbem \, 1r~que'Dt ~n~8tial observations. Extratts from his obse'l'
\lations, and copieb or his ma~ ot the river, from its mout'h to the bot sprh>Js, make PUTt 
of the pre&ent cODUDuoicatiollll. 'It'he eiamtnation of the Red ritlter itSelf is but 110W com
Dlebelog. 

TH. JEFFEItSON. 
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first navigable water on..thc western side, which they were to follow as 
tar as the s~qres of the P~cifrc Ocean. This party entered the Mis-

---.-------.--.---........ ~-----

e.rtmrt (~~ (J D !fer fi om Capt~m Mcriwethrr L)...&J)i.~, to the PrrsiJ/I'llt of tlte United 
States, dated 

DEAR SIR Fort Mandan, Aprill7tb, 1805. 

Herewi'th enclos<>d you will receivp an invoice of certain arti('le'l which I have for
warded to you from this place. A mong other a.rticlE's, you will observf', by refer('C1<"o (0 

the invoice, 67 specimen.'! of partlls, salts, and mineralq, and 60 specinwn<; of plant.; , 
these are accompanied by their respective labelR, expr('ssing the day!; on whirh obtained. 
places where found, and also their "irtues and properties, when known. 8y mean .. of 
these labels, reference may be made to the chart of the Mi'lsotlri, f-Jrn arded to the 
Secretary of \V nr, on which the cllrampment ol'-each day htl!> b(>en carefully marked: thus 
the pla{'eh at which tllese specimens have been obtained, may he {·asily pointt>d out, or 
again found. ,,;hould 'Rn.v of them pro've valuable to the community on further inve«
tigatioll. 

You will also recei\'c herewith enclosed, a part of Captain Clarke's private jPtlrnal ; 
the other part you will find enclo!ied in il s<'parate tin box. Thi!> journal will serve to 
~ive you the daily-details of our pl'Ogre;.;s and transactions. 

I al,aU dClOpatch a. canoe.with three, perhaps four, persons from the extrenle navigeLle 
point of the Missouri, or the portage between this rivel' and the Columbia river, d.. 

either may ih'st happen. By the return of this caDO(', J shall send you my jo~rnaJ, and 
some one or two of the best of thoae kept by my men. 1 have sent a ,journal kept by 
ODe of the sergeants, to Captain Stoddard, my agent at :st. Louis, in order, as much as 
possible, to multiply tbe chances of saving something. We bave encouraged our men to 
.keep journals, and seven of them do, to wbom, in this reapect, :we give every Wlsistance 
in our power. 

I bat'e tran8mitted to tlle Secretary at War, every information relative to the geography 
of the country -thlch we possess, together with a view of. the India~ pationa, containiog 
information relatiw! to them, on those points with whith I con..:eived it important that the 
government saguld be informed. 

By rt>ference to the muster rolls forwarded to ·the WIl1' department, you will see tile 
state of the party; in addition to which, we have two interpreters, .ne negro _0; 

llen'lmt to Qaptain Clarke; one Indian woman, wife to poe of the jnterp~ra, and a 
Mad,dan man, whom we take with a view to restore peaee between the SDde ImlianI, 

and those in this neighbourhood, amounting, in total with ourselves, ~ thirty-three per-
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souri on the fourteenth of May 1804, and to~k"\1p their winter quart~rs 
on the first uf the ensuing Non'mber in-the country of tt..e Mandan 

------------------ - -- - - -.- ~ 

c;on~. By meum; of the intf'rpreters all,d Indians, we shall be enabled to conve~e with all 
the Intiiawl that we r.fIaH probably meet with on the Misso\1fi. 

I have forwarded to the Secretary at War my public accounts, 'rendered up to tiu~ 
present day. They have been much longer delayed than I had any idea the] woitld have 
been, when we departed from the Illinois: but this delay, under the circumstan('.es in which 
I was compelled to act, has been unavoidable. The provision perioque and her crew, 
could not have been dismissed in tillle to have returned to St. Louis last fellI, without 
evidently, ill my opinion, hazarding (he fate of the enterprise in which I am engaged; and 
I therefore did not hesitate to prefer the censure that I may have incurred by the detel1'" 
tioll ofthefM' papers, to that of risking, in any degre(', the success of the expedition. To 
me, the drtE'ntion of tbese papers has formed a st'rious source of disquiet and anxiety; 
and the recollection of your particular charge to me on thi. .. subjoet, hall made it still 
more poigllant. 1 am fully aware of the incollvemence which must hm'e artlren to the 
'war deparlment, from the want of these vouellers, previous to tbe Jast session of congress, 
Lut how to avert it was out of my power to devise. 

From this place we shall send the barge and crew eady to-morrow morqing, with orders 
to proceed as expcditiou!!IY;it\ possible to St. Louis; by bel' we send our despatcbes, which 1 
trust wi)} get safe to hand. Her crew consists often able bodied pien, well armed, and pro
vided with a 6uflicient stock of provision to last them to St. I"l)uis. I have but little doubt. 
but they will be fired on by t.be Sioux; but they hal"e pledged themselves to us that they 
witl not yield while there is a man of them living. Dllr baggage is all embarked on hoat<d six. 
amaH canoes, and two perioques; we shall set out at the same moment that we despatch the 
barge. One, or perhaps both of these perioq12es, we shall leave at the Falls of the Missouri, from 
whence we intend continuing our voyage in the canoes,and a perioque of !kins, the frame of 
which was prepared at Harper's ferry. This perioque is now in a situation which wiu enable 
fts to prt'pare it.in the course ola few bours. As OUf vessels are now 8mal~ and the current of 
the river much mo~ moderate, we calculate upon travelling at the rate of !O or 25 miles 
per day, a~ films the-Falls of the Missouri-. Beyond this point, or the filllt-range of rocky 
mountains, ",ituated about 100 miles further, any calculation with respect "to our daily pro
gress, can be little more than bare conjecture. The circumstance of the snake Indians 
pOllleSlri.- .large quaatiues of horses, is mua:h in our mvour, as by means of hona the 
transportation of ollr bargege will be reudered easy QJld expeditious over Jand, ttom the 
MissOQrl to ~M Columh" river. Should this river nut prove navigable where we first meet 
w ~th it, Qllr 9"&ent intenUoe is, to continue .out march by land clon the river, ~til it be-



. 'Xii PREFACE . 

b.dians, h~ving by cMll§lutation proceeded 1609 miles. 'rhey re
sumed the~r rvoyage on the seVenth of April ISO!); and on the eighteenth 

comes 80~ or to tbe Pacific area,!,_ Tbc map, whict. bas been forwar~d to the Sec~ry of 
War, will give you the idea we entertain of the connexioll ofthese rivers, which has been 
fo'rmed from the \:orresponding testimony of a num~r of Indians, who have visited that 
countrys and who have be<>n separately and carefuI1y examined on that 8U~ject, and. we 
therefore think it entitled to some degree of confidence. Since our arrival at this place, we 
have subsisted principally on meat, with which our guns have supplied U'l amply, and have 
thus been enabled t-o resent" the parched meal, portable soup, and a cOllsid('rable Pl'OPOl·· 
tton of pork and flour, which we had intended for the more difficult part" of our voyage. 
If Indian information can be credited, the vast quantity of game with which the country 
abounds througb which we are to pass, leaves.us but little to apprehend from the want of 
food. 

We do not calcuiate on completing our voyage within the present yellr, but expect to 
reach tbe Pacific ocean, and return as far as the head of the Missouri, or perhapfo to this 
place, before winter. You may therefore expect me to meet you at MonrucheUo iu Sep
tember, 1806. On our return we shall probably pass down the YeHow Stone river, whicb, 
from Indian infor,matioll, waters one of the fairest portions of this continent. 

I can sec no material 01' probable obstl'uction to our progress, and entertain, therefore, 
the most sanguine hopes fif complete success. As to myself, individually, I never enjoyed 
a more pE'rfed state of good health than I have since we commenced our voyage. My 
inestimable friend aad companion, captain Clarke, Iw also t"ojo1ed good health generally. 
At this momeDt every individual of the party is in good health and excellent ,piriis, 
zealously attached to tbe enterprise, aDd anxious to proceed; not a whisper of diseontent 
or murmur is to be heard among tbem; but all in unison act with the most perfect har
mony. With such men I have every thing to hope, and but little to foor. 

Be so good as to preeent my most aWectionate regard to all my tiiends, and be asaured 
.t the sincere atJd unalterable attachment of 

Your most obedient serraot, 

MERIWETHER LEWIS, 
CapWIe oj'tM bt U. S • .BegWmll oj Lt/lllltlry. 

T •. JafFE •• oN, 

p,.eri4ent oj fke Unitetl Statu. 
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Qf August reached the extreme uavlgable J}o.wlt of the 1\tlissouri, llP

wards of 8000 miles from its mouth. Th.e.y here procure~.hor!oles, 4:l1ld 

cros')ed the dividing chain of mountains for' a di..,qUlce of more than 
bixty milcH, and h~ving reached a navigahk &trcam, descended in ... 
canoes to the mouth of the great Columbia River; which they reached 
on file fifteentl, of November. They passell the .winter anrong tht: 
Indianl', on the coast of the-Pacific. On the 27th ~farch, 1806, thev . . . 
set out Oil tlu:ir return, and rt'ached St. l.ouis on the gSd of ~eI)tem. 
ber foHmving, aft('r having' traxcUed in ull, by computation, nearJy 
9000 miles! 

The work which j-, here given to the public, contains the official 
.Jonrnal of this e~traon.linar'y and interesting Journey; the importance 
of which, to g('ographicaI science, will readily be estimated by thoBe 
who are acquainted with the glaring imperfections r .. f the be.,t l\lap~ 
blthcrtopuhli~hcu of the countries that arc here described. As every reader 
will have the opportunity of judgiug for himsclt~ it were supcliluous to 
say any thing in tbis place as to the admirable address. the discretion, 
perseverance, and intrepidity, which were on all oeoasions evinced 

... 

See a Pampbtet, inlituled " Ml'Ssa~ from the Pf'('sidt'llt of tlte UnitM Statu, ('ommunicaliftg 

D;sC011erif'S made itt t:rpTori,"fI the Minour;, Red Rfcer, and H'a,~hilf1, ~7j Caplnl1ls 
Lewis and Clarkr, Doctor ~ibff'!" and Mr. Dtmhrrr,. rI.'illi a Statistical Account of lilt' 
Countries adj(lcnzt. Read in <'imgrns, February 19, lS06.~' New York, prin.1ed, 1806. 

The principal pat't of Captain I~cwis'8 Statistical View of the Indian Nations of 
Louisiana, together with Dr.-Sibley's Account of the Indians on the Arkal'ls'aw, &'e. and 
Mr. Dunbar and-Dr. Hunter's Account of tile ·Washita River, all referred to in the above 
communica.tion, were published in El1s1~nd, in Il,n Octavo V olume, intit'Ql~d "1'hr Tra'V( fs 
of C"ptflim ua'is aml Clarkf',.t"om St. LOllis, ~y wo.!I of the :Missouri and Cfl"mbia Rwers, 
fa the Pac~c Ocean; pf'f/rwflletl'in lit. TtettJ804, 1805, and 1.806, by Ord{'r of the GQ
.....,. ojtltef1;;itatl Slrtlftl.· ~'.Delin('at;ons of the AJannt'n, Cwtoms, Rrligion, 
a-e. of tile Indicuts, compiled from various autheRlac Sources, and originq,t DocuI,.ents, end 
G s.mtn47'y of the Slat;.cical J1 iew of (lit l"dhm N alions, /N"t t/4e 4jlIi~ CO"'llHmj4iation oj" 
.J!~cr Lewis." London,1809. '. 
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by. the commanding gffi~crs throughout the whole of their long, 
hazardous, \l11d fatiguing roure, during which they proved themselves 
emincntly ql1alifit~d for the iInportant trust which had been com-. 
mitted to them in chargt"= 

The '"four which, is here detailed, was terminatf'd in Q>thc autunHl of 
1806; hut tht' Journal, thotloh repeatedly allllounced, was not puhlished 

• r 0 

before t,hif; year*. Part of the delay was probably occa"ioned by the 
death of Captain Lewis, in cOllsequence of' which the whole labour of 
preparing tht' manuscript t<)l,the press de"olvcd on his intdligent asso
ciate, Captain Clarke, The prc::.cnt edition is printed nearly vl'rbatim 
ii'om the original; the sheeh of which wc-n' forwarded to this country 
bj· the American Proprietors: the .. only Jiberty that has b~cn taken 
with the language, has becIl merely the corrcction of a f(~w i lIau Vl{rtent 
grammaticLlI or typographical errors, The Amcrican Copy ('ontained 
an Appendix drawn up by Captain Lewis on the State of the Indian 
Nations; with hints for their future government, and for the regulation 
of the commercial intercourse' hf'tween them and thl' United Shtes; 
but as the subject is altogctl1f'f of a local nature, aud the observatIOns 
P()sse~~ little interest for the British reader, it has been omitted. 

TIIO~1AS flEES. 
Marnard'$ Ittn, 4pril30, 1814. 

As far as relates to Lewis and Clarke'R Travd'!, thi!! work is not, howev('r, what it pre
tends to be, for it contain!' no farther account of them than was given in tIIi' a'}O\e mes
sage, and some private Jettel'9 of Captain Clarke, addre!'sed to hi" t'riendij befure and 
after hi!. rflturn. But, in other respcctJ.:, it is of considerable valut", the atbel' documents 
inserted in it beUlg curious, and contained in no other Englil'h public!ltil)\> •• 

• In the year l~, an account of this expedition waa puLlisbcd in an octavo vdume 
by Patrick G&f!tI; a sergeant attached to the exploring party. The office" had t'DaMlraged 
tbe men to keep journals\. in order to multiply the chances of communicating infOrmation 
of their progress to the government, in case of accident. This work i& f .... nded on one 
of tbese private journalH. It exhibits a plain statement of the transactions of each 

day; with octasional remarks on tbe country and the inhabitant", which are in general 
sensible and judicious. It.s iotereht is not whony superseded by the puhHcation of the 
official Narrative, all it contains Borne particulars not noticed in tbar, and serves at t~ 
!lame t~e to autbent.icatf its detailB. 2 
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CHAP. I. 

TI'II: Party set out 011 the Expedition, and pass Wood River-Descripti{l~ of the Town of St. Pagl' 
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an official ac~nt of i14.transier to the United States, was obliged, by the 
general policy of his government, to prevent strangers from passing through the 
Spanisb ter~jiory. They therefore enca.mped at. the mouth of Wood river, on 
the eastern side of the Mississippi, out of his jurisdiction, where they passed the 
winter in dis~iplining the rueD, and making tLe necessary preparations for 
setting out early in. the Spring, befere which the ce!JISiOIl was officially aD

nounced. The party conlisted of nine young men from Kentucky, fonrteen 
soldiers of the .united States army who volun\eercd theil' services, two French 
watermen, an interpreter and hunter, and a black servant belonging to Captain 
Clarke--all these, except the last, were enlisted to serve as p"ivat" during the 
expedition, and three ~ergeants were _appointed from among-it them by the cap
tains. In addition to these WHe engaged a corporal and six soldiers, and nine 
watermcn to accompany the expedition as far ai; the Mandan nation, in order 
to assist in carrying the "tores, or retlClling an attack, which was most to be 
apprehended between Wood river and that tribe. The neceSiary stores were 
subdivided into seven bales, aDd one box, contninmg a small portion of each 
article in case of accident. They comisted of a great variety of clothing, 
working utensils, locks, flints, powder, baH, and articles of the grea~ usc. 
To these were added fourteen bales and one box of Inqian presents. dilrib1#ed 
in the same manner, anel co~posed of richly laced coats and otbel' arttcle~ of 
dress, medals, 8ags, knives, and tomahawks COl' the cbicfs--orrwlllent8 of 
dii'erent kinds', particalarly beads, loakiDg.8'Ia.~eM, haDdkerchicl'., paiah, and 
generally such article8 as were deemed m~8t calculated for t¥ taste of the 
Indians. The party was t(l embark on board of three boats ;'Jl1e fil'tlt was a 
keel boat fifty-five feet long, drawing tiu-ce feet water, carrying .one hU'ge squart.; 
sail aJKl tw~nty~two oars, a deck. of ten feet in tbe how and stern formed a fore~ 
castle and albin, while the middle was covered Ly lockers,~ which might be 
raised 10 as to form a. breast-work in case of attack. This was accompanjed 
},y two perioques or open boats, one of six and the other of se"Ven oars. Two 
hOflieS were at the same time to be led along the b~nks of the river for that 
purpose of bringing home game, or hunting in case of scarcity. 

Of the procoodingl1l of thiB expt:!dltion, tbe following is a sn~cinct and circum
stantial narrative. 

All the preparati<,ms being completed, we ](-ft our encampment on Mon~y, 
May 14th, 1804. This spot is at the mouth of Wood rt\rer, a iUlall stream -
which empties itself into the Mississippi, opposite to the ~trance ~f ..m; 
Mi.tsoo.ri. It is liIituated in latitude 380 l}6f 19"-~. n~th, a~d l~D&itUde (~ 
Greeawi.eh, 89° 67' 46". 011 both esides of the Miasillti~pi the l .. n~ (~J"VO,Qf. 
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three tl\iles is rich and left1, but gradually gwe1ls into n. high pleasant ('ounti'.t, 
with less timber on the western than on the eastern side, but al! l\useeptible of 
tultivatiott. Th. point wbi~h separate~ the two rivet'!4 on the nortb, extends 
for fit'tel!n or twenty miles, the greater part of which is an open level plain, in 
whieh the' people of the neighbourhood cultif1\te what little gr.ain they raise. 
Not being able to ~t sail before (our o'clock P. M., we did not make mUTe than 
four miles, and ellcamped on the first island opposite a small creek called 
Cold Water. 

May 15. The rain, which had continupd yesterday and last night, ceued this 
1'1'I6rning. MVe then proceeded, and after passing two smhll islands about ten 
miles further,. stopped for the night at Piper's landing, opposite another island. 
The water i~ bere very rapid and the banks falling in. We (ound that our 
boat was too heavily laden in the stern, in consequence of which she ran on logs 
three times to day. It became necessary to throw the greatest weight on tHe 
bow of the boat, a. precaution very necessary in ascending both the Missouri 
and Mi'4sissippi rivers, in the beds of which there lie great quantities of con
cealed timber. 

Th~ lIext morning we set sail at fhe o'clock. At the distance of a te,v 
miles, we passed a remarkable large coal hill on the north side, cal1ed by the 
French La Ch!lrbonniere, and arrived at the town of St. Charles. Here we 
remaine.t a few days. 

St. Charles js a small town on the north bank or the Missouri, about twenty. 
one miles (rom its confluence with the l\iississippi. It is sitnated in a narrow ' 
plain, sufficiently high to protect it from the annual risings of the river in th~ 
month of June, and at the foot of a range of small hills, whicb ha\'e occasioned 
its being called Petite Cote, a nnme by which it is more known to the French 
than by that of St. Charles. One principal street, a.bout a mile in length and 
running parallel with the rh'er, divideli the town, which is composed of nearly 
one hundred small wooden houses, besides a chapel. The inh9.bitllnts, about 

,"our hundred and ftfty in numher, are chiefly descendants from the French of 
Canada; and, in their manners, they unite all the careless gaiety, and the 
amiable hospitality of the beat time'! of France: yet, like most ~f their country
men in America, they are but ill qualified for the rude life of a frontier: not 
that ~bey are withOtlt talent, for they possess much natural. genius and vivacity; 
nor that they are destitute of enterprize. (or tJleir hunting excursions are long, 
laborious, and haordous: but their exertions are aU desultory; their industry is 
1rithout system, and without perseverance. 'rhe surroullding country, there
fore, thoagh rieh~ is not, in general, well cultivated; the inhabitants chiefly 
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snbs.g by hunting alld-,tracle with the Indian .. , and confiue theil' eultur~ to 
g'ardening, in which they excel. 

Being j~ifled by Captain Lewis. who had been detained py business at St. 
Louis, we again set sail on Monday, May !ht. in the afternoon, but were pre
vented by wind and rain from • going morc· than about three milesf when we 
ellcamped on the upper pomt.of an island, nearly opposite a creek which falls ill 
on the south side. 

On the 224 we made about eighteen mile', passing several small farms GIl 

the'b~ of the river, a number of ildands, and a large creek OD the south iiide, 
calJed Bonhomme, 9r GOQdman's river. A. small number of emig..,ts from the 
United States have settled on the sides of this creek, whi(:h are ver.y fertile. 
We also passed some high 1aJ:}ds, and encamped, on the north side, near a small 
creek. Here we wet with a camp of Kickapoo .Indiam who had left us at St. 
Charles, with a promise of procuring us Bome prol'isiol1s by the time we overtook 
them. They DOW made us a present orfour deer, and we gave them iu return 
two quarts of whiskey. This tribe l'eside on the heads of the Kaskaskia. and 
Illinois river, on the other side of the l\(ilOSissippi, but occasiounUy h,mt on tile 
Missouri. 

MIl, 23. Two mileJl from our camp of last night, we reached' 1l ri.ver 
emptying itself on the north side, called Osage W .oman r~ver. .It it about thirty 
yards wide, and has now a lOcttIement of thirty or forty fumiliefoO from the United 

States. Ahout a mile and a half heyond this is a lal'J~ cave, on the south ,.side 
at the foot of cliffs, nearly three hundred {ed.hig·b, overhanging the water, which 
becomes very swift at this place. The Cll,VC i~ olle bUDd ned and twenty feet 

"'Wide, forty feet deep, aud twenty high; it is known by th~ Dame of tlle 'fa\'eNI 
among the traders, who ha,"e written their names on th&,.,ck, and painted some 
jmages which command tbe homage of the Indians andlrencb. About, a mile 
further we pas~d a small creek called Tavern cl't:eJs,; and eacaDlped on the 
south side of the river, having gone niAc miles. 

Early the next morning we ascended a very diaicult rapid, called th.! 
Devil's Race Ground, where the current sets for half a Ulile against fiome 
projecting rockte" on the south side. We were Jess fortuna.te in attempting a 
second place of equal difficulty. Passing near the feOuthenl shore, tbe bank fell 
in so fut as to oblige U8 to cross, the river illiitantly, betwt.'cn the northern side 
and a tlandbar, whiCh is constantly moving and banking witb,the violence' of the 
CUlTent. 1'he boat struck on it, and would have upset imlnt:diate1, ,,if the men 
had not jumped jato th~ water and held her, till tbe ,and washec:tf~ uod. 
her. ,We encampw on the' fOlItb si~ h~vt~, ascended ten ..q.:. 1qld U¥; .. 



day, May 26, pused on the south side the mouth of. Wood river, on the nortll, 
two small creeks and several islands, and stopped for the night at the entrance 
of a creek OD the north side, called by the }""'rench La Cbarrette, ten miles from 
our la~t encampment, and a little above a small village of the same name. It 
con~ts of seven small houses, and as many poor families who have fixed them
selves here for the cOJlvenience of trade, and iorm the last ~ta.blishmeBt of 
whites on the lUislouri. It rained last night, yet ""C found this morning that 
tbe river had fallen several inch~. 

:&Iay 26. 'fhe wind being favourable we Blade eighteen miles !o.day. 
We passed, in the morning several islands, the l~rgest of wIl1ch is Buffaloe 
islaDd, separated 'l'om tile southern side by a small channel which reC€lves the 
waters of Buffaloe creek. On the same side is Shepherd'b creek, a little 
beyond which we encamped on the northern .. ide. The next day we sailed 
along a large i!lland called Otter island, on the northern side, exteudmg ne~'~ 
ten miles ill length, narrow hut high in its situation, arad one of the mo~t fertile 
10 the whole river. Dehl,een it and the norther~ shore, three small creeks, one 
of which has the saUl<'> name with the ihland, empty themselves. On the 
sout.bern shore is a creek tll-enty yard~ wide, called Ash creek. In the course 
of the day we Olet two canoes loaded with fur:., which had been two moetths on 
their route from the Mahar nation, residing more than seven hundred miles up 
the river-one large raft from the Pawnees on the river Platte, and three others 
from the Grand Osa.ge ,·iver. At the distance of fifteen Illiles we encamped on 
a willow island, at tbe egtrance of the river Gasconade. This river falls into 
the Missouri from the bouth, one hundred miles from the l\lississippi. It~ 

length is about one hundred and fifty miles in a course generally north-east 
throllgh a hilly COWl try • On its banks are a number of saltpetre caves, and it is 
lwlieved some mines of lead in the vicinity. ltlt \\idth at the mouth is one 
bund,'cd and fifly-se,-eu yarw" and its depth nineteen feet. 

IIere we hn.lted for the purpose of hunting and drying our provibiow;, and 
.making the necesss.ry ('clestiaJ observatiolls. 'l~his being completed, we set sail 

on the ~Htb at four o'clock, and at four miles distance encamped on the SQuth 
side, nbolle a small creek, caJled Deer creek. Tile next day,.30Lb, we set out 
elVIy, and at ~WQ BUies distant reached a larg-e cave, all the north, c~lled 
Montbl"un'w tavern, after a. FreDell trader of that name, just alxn e a creek 
called after the .. me person. Beyond this is a large island; and at the di~t.aQce of 
four miles, Rush creek CQ~Utg io. from the south, at eleven, Big-muidy river 011 

the •• ortb, ab()ut aft, prdt "icle; three miles further, is Little-mud¥y river on 

the ~ ~e, QP~'to "' .. "eAmaunped at -the mouth of Grindstone cr. 
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The raili which begaD }tq.t night continued through tlte day, aeeompanied with 
uigh wiod snd lOme bail. The river bu been rising fan for two days, and 
the country'"around appeal'l lull of water. Along' the &ide.4I of the river to day 
we observe much timber, the cotton wood, tM sycamore, hickory, white walnut, 
some grapevi!,es, and rl18hes-the high west ... ind and 1'sln compelled us to 
temain all the next day, May 31. In the afternoon a boat canle down from the 
Grand Osage river, bringing a letter from a person sent to the Osage natio11 on the 
Arkansaw river, which mentioned that the ietter announcing the cession of 
Louisi .. na was committed to the 8ames-that the Indians would not believe that 
the Americans were ownars of that country, and disregarded St. Louis and its 
supplWi. The party was occupied in honting, in the course of which they 
caught in the woods several very large rats. We set sail early the next morning, 
June Ist, and at six miles distant palMed Bear creek, a stream of about twenty
ive yards width: but the wind being a;bead and the current rapid. we were 
unable to make more than thirteen mile .. to the mouth of the Osag-e rIVer; where 
we encamped and remained the following day, for the purpose of making 
celetrtialobHe"ations. The Osage river empties itself into the Missouri, at one 
hundred and thirty-three miles distance from the mouth of the latMr river. 
Its general course is west and west southwest through a rich and level country. 
At the junction the Missouri is about eight hundred and seventy-five ynrds wide, 
and the Osage three hundred and ninety-seven. The low point of junction is in 
latitude 38° 31' ttl", and at a sbort distance from it is a big'h commanding 
potfitioll, whence we enjoyed a delightful prospect of the country. 

The Osage river gives or owes its name to a nation inhabiting its banks at a 
c(msidp.rable distance from tbis place. Their present name howe'9'er, seems to 
have originated from the French traders, for both among themselves and their 
neighbours they are called the Washaghas. Their number is between twelve 
and thirteen hundred warriors, and consist of three tribes: the Great Osages of 
about five hundred warriors, living in a village on the south bank of the river
the Little Osages, of nearly half that Dlltnber, residing at the distance of six 
miles from them-and the Arkansaw band, a colony of Osages, of six hundred 
warriors, who laft them some years ago, under the command of a chief c~lled 
the Bigfoot, and settled on tho VermiBion river, a hranch of the Arkansaw. III 
person the Osages are ,among the largest and best formed Indians, and are said 
to possess ~ne military capa~ities ;. b.ut residing as they do in villageH, and having 
made conilderable advance 10 agrIculture, they seem Jess addicted to war than 
their nortbern neighboUI"H, to whom the use of rifles gi"'es a gTe,at superiority. 
Among- the pecaliarities of tbiI people, there is nothing morl! remarkable than 
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the traditiol1l'~ve to their origin. According to Ufivenal belief, the fouuda' 
of the nation was a snail p_ng a quiet existence along the banks of the Osage, 
till a high flood swept him down to the Missouri, and left him eiPose<t on the 
shore. 'fhe heat of the sun at Jength ripened him into a. man, but with the 
change ot his nalme, he had not forgotten hit; ~ative seats on the Qsage, towaTds 
which, l,e immcuiately bent his way. He was however lOon overtaken by 
bung-ar aDd fatig'uPJ when, happily the Great Sptrit appeared, and giving 
him a Low and un'ow, sbowed hiln how to kill and cook deer, and. cover himself 
with the skin. He then proceeded to hi", original residence, but as he llpPI"OftChed 
the river, he was met hy a. beaver, who inquired haughtily who he was, and hy 
wha.t authQ,l ity he came to disturb his possession. The Ong'e aOlilwered that 
the l'ivu wat; hill own, for he had once lived on its bordt!fH. AR they stood 
disputing, the daughter of the bea.ver came, and having- by her entrt'attes 
reconciled her father to this young stranget', it was proposed that the Osage 
should marry the young heaver, and share with her family the enjoyment of' the 
river. The Osage readily consented, and from this happy onion there 8001\ 

came the village and the nation of the Wasbwdla, or Osages, who have ever 
since preserved a pious reverence for their ancestors, abstaining' from the chace 
of the beaver, because in killing that animal, they killed a brother of the Osage. 
Of late years, however, .HDCe the trade wit.h the whites has rendered beaver 
skins more valuable, the sanctity of these maternal relatives has visibly dimi
nislled, and the poor animals have nearly lost aU the privileges of kindred. 

Ou the afternoon of June 3, we proreeded, and at three miles distance, 
reached a creek called Cupboard creek, from a. rock. of that appearance nellr its 
entrance. Two miles further we encamped at Moreau creek, a stream of 
twenty yards width, on the southern side. The next morning, we pa.~sed at an 
early hour, Cedar island 011 the north, so called from the aLundance of the tree 
of that name; Dllar which is &. small creek, named Nightingale creek, ti-om a 
bird of that species, who ~allg for us during the night. Beyond Cedar island, 
~re some Qthers of a 8waUer extent, and at se'-en miles distance a creek fifteen 
Of' twenty yards wide, euterwg from the north, and known by the name of 
Cedar cr~ek. At ieven Bud a half miles further, we passed on the south side 
another creek, wwch we called Mast creek, from the circo.mstance of onr mast 
being broken by rUllning under a concealed tree; 0. little al>ove is another creek 
on the left, one mile beyond whioh we encrunped on the sont~rn shore under 
high projectiflg oliffai. The Freneft had .. eported that lead ore was to he found 
in tIWt place, hut em examiDing the hil.l89 we could discern no appearatfce of that 
mineraL Along the rinr on ,be leudl, is a low land covered with rushes, and 



high, nettlei •. ~and near tJae UlOUUw of the creoks, sapplied with oak, ub, and 
walnnt timber. On the llorth the land is rich and well situated. We made 
•• anWm a~d a half miles this day. 'I'he river js falling slowly. We continued 
eur route the llext morning early: a slUaU crt"ek called Lead creek, on the soutb; 
.aRQther 011 t~e north, knOWll -to the French by the name of Little Good 
-Woman's creek, and I'lg-ain Big Rock creek on the Houth were the only streams 
we passed this morning, At eleven o'clock we met a raft made of two canoes 
joined togethe.,.., in which two FI'ench trade/s were de!:tcel1diug, fJ'om eighty 
leagUt;S up the river Kanzas, where they had wintered, and caught great 
quantities of beaver, but had lost much of their game by fires from the prairies, 
They told us that the Kanzas nation is now llUntin~r buj:l'aloe in the plains, having 
passed the last winter in this river. 'l'wo miles fmother, we reached on the sonth 
Little Manitou creek, which takes its name from a stl'ange figure re~lUblillg the 
host of a man, ",ith the horn~ of a st,j,g, painted, on a projt!cting rock, \,hicb 
may represent some spirit or deIty, Near this 1., a sandbar extending several 
miles, which renders the navigation uifficult, a.nd a sUlaU creek called Saud cl'eek 
on the Bouth, whel'e we stopped for dinner, and ga.thered wild cresses and 
tongue grass li'ow the sandhar. rl'll(; rapidity of the CUrl'coti, wlded to Ollt' 
having broken our mast, prevented OUt' goiug more than twelve and a half miles, 
The scouts and huutel's whom we always kept out, repori tbat they hnve seen fresh 
tracks of Indians. The next morning we It>ft ow' camp, which was on the south 
$ide, opposite to a large i.,land in the middle of the river, and at Rve miles 
reached a creek on the north side, of ab.out tweDty yards wide, called Split lWck 
creek, from a fissure in the point of a neighbouring rock. 'l'hree miles beyond 
this, OD the sQuth, is Saline rller; it is about thirty yuds wide, and he4 its Daane 
from the number of salt lickK aDd sl)riugH, which orender its water brackish; the 
river is very rapid, and the banks are falling in, After leaving SaliJle creek, we 
pas600 one large island and several smaller ones, having made fourteen mile». 
The water rObe a foot during the last night. I ; 

; . 'l'hc next day, aluue 7, we passed ut four and a half miles Big Manitoij 
creek. ncar which is a limestone rock inlaid with Biut of vat'ious. ~o19urs, and 
embellished, oreat least covered, witb uncolltll paintings of animals. and iuscrip
tlons. We landed to examine it, but found the piece occupied by a. uest of 
rattlesnakes, of which we killed three, We also eXaoUned Som.B licks aou , , 

IIprings of salt water, two or three miles up this cr~. We tlten proceed~ 
Ay·some small willow isl811ds, and eDcaolped at the. mouth of, Good .W 0IllAI.l 

river 011 the north, It is, ab(mt thirty .. $ive yards wid,., and said to 9.e nafigabJe 
for boats several leaguei. 'the llu~~rs •. who b8td .... er~ ,iIV})A,US p~ ~ 
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brought in this evening tln-ee bears, and had f«"ell !W)me indication of buffaloe. 
We had come fourteen miles. 

June R, we saw several small willow islands, and a ('reek on the south, ll(>ar 
which are a number of deer licks; at nille miles distance we came to Mine river. 
This river, which falls into the :Missouri from -the south, is said til be navigabll" 
for hoats eighty o~ ninety miles, and is about sevc>uty yards wide at its mouth. 
It forks about five 01' six leagues from the Missouri,' and at the point of junction 
arc some very rich salt spring's ~ the west branch in particular,"s so much im
pregnated, that, for twenty miles, the water if.! not palatable: leveral brnncbes 
of the Manitou and Good Woman are eqnally afff:cted. The French report 
also, that lead ore has been found on different parts of the river. 'Ve madt' 
se,'eral excursionR near the river through the 10lV rich country on its banks, and 
nftel' dinner went on to the island of Mills, where w(' encamped. 'Ve met 
with a party of three hunters from the Sioux river; they had been out for twelvt" 
months, and collected abaut nine hundred <loHars worth of peltrics and furs. 
We a.'K!ended this river twelve miles. 

On the 9th, we set out eal'}Y, and reached a cliff of rQcks, called the Arl'OW 
Rock, near to which is a prairie called the Pmil"ies of Arrows, and Arrow creek, 
a small stream about eight yards wide, whose source is in the adjoining prairies on 
the south. At this cliff th~ Missouriis confined within a bed of two hundr~d yards; 
about fonr miles to the south east is a lnrge lick and salt spring of great strength. 
About three miles further is IUackbird creek on the north sid~, opposite to which, 
is an island and a prairie enclo!>ling a small lake. Five miles beyond this we 
encamped on the south 8ide, after making, ill the cOllrse of the day, thirteen 
miles. The laud on the north is a high rich plain. On the so 11th it is also evell, 
of a good quality, and rising from fifty to one hundred feet. 

On the next morning, 10th, we passed Deer creek, and at the distance of 
Ave miles, the two rivers called by the French the two Charatons, a cornlption 
of Thieraton, the first of which is thirty, the second seventy yards wide, and 
~nter the MisiOuri together. 'l'hey are both mnig-able for boats: the country 
through which they pass 1~ broken, rich., and thickly c()\'ered with timber. The 
Ayauway nation, consisting of tlll'ee hondred men, have l\ \ iHag~ near itll head
waters on the river Des Moines. ""artber on we pHssed a large isIaud called 
OhilxJt or Stump Island, aud encamped on the south. aftllr makiug ten miles. 
A bead wiad foreed.us to temain there all the next dny, during which we dried 
the meat we had killed, and, e~a.Il~ined. the surrounding country, which cOllsis~ 
of pod1a.od, well watel·ed. a~ld supplied witb,timber: the prairies also difft~r 

from thOBe'eutwarO :t.tf the MiBsiNlrippi, inas~nch as the lattl'r are ~nel'aUy 
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without any c<)l"eting exc«tjlt ~rass, whilst th~ fot"tMr a~ wiift ~8.2el.., tgrape!' 

and other lr.l1it", among' which is the Osage p4\mt of... 8OpaiM' liM and 
qaM.ity. 

On the m-orning of the 12th, we passed throuil1 ditiicnlt places in dae r.iTer, 
and reached Plum c\'(:d, 011 the ~outh sidC'. At one \o'clock, w. met ·t.'o rnft~ 
loaded, the one 'with fU1"l'4, the othf'r wit.h the taUow <:Jf ~offaloe; they ,",'ere 
from the Siol1~ nation, anti on theil' way to St. Louis; hut we were fortunate 

( 

enollgil to (>llg~lg'(~ one (lfthe party. a Mr. Dnrion, who hnd lived withtlUltnntion 
tll'Ore than twenty :rearq, ftlld wa~ high in their confidence, to Bumnpany Q!t 

thitllel'. \V (' madt- nine milf"S. On the 1 3th, we l)a~sed at between foul' and 

th'c miles, a bmrt of the river, and two Cl'eeks on the north, called the Round 
Bend creeks. Betw(J('n th('~(' two creeks is th~ pl'ftiri~, in which once ~tood the 
an<-ient viHage of the Missouris. Of this village tbere remains DO ve5ti~, nor 
is there any thing to recall tIlt<; great- Hnd numerous nation, exeept a feeble 
remnant of abl)ut thirty f:1I11111t·q. They were driven from their original seat8 
by the invasions of the Sank ... and other I n<lians from tbt Mississippi, woo 
destroyed at thi"i village two hnndn-dofthem in ()ne~ntest; the rest sought refuge 

near the l.Jittl ... Osag-e, on th(' otht'l' side of the tile!". 'roo enctO'aclnlHIC. of the 
lame cn£'mif''' fOTCf'd, ahout thirty years since, hoth these nfltions :ft~m the hank,; 
of the 1\'lissonri. A f(·'W rf'tircd -wi,th tht' Osage, and the rernaindcr fmnxl an 
a~lum 011 the river PInttC', nmong- the OttOt>s, who ar~ themselveR declining. 
Opposite the plain there \Va .. an island and a FretJch fort, but there is now no 

:tppearance of f·ither, the sllccessive inundationR hal"ing probably washed them 
away, as the witlow island "hieh ;S ,1\ the sitnat10n tl~~ribed by Do llratz, ~ 
small and of recent formation. l'ive !niles from this place is the mouth of 
Grdnd River, where we f"ncam{)(,d. 'rhis ~iver follows B (X)l}I'8e ll00.rly sooth, 

or south east, ano "' between eight., and a hundred ya~ ",'de where it eaten 
the Mi~souri, Jwar Q drligbtful nnd ridl plail\. A l'aCOOD, a beat', and somt 
dcpr werE> obtained to day. We proceeded at six o'clock the next morning. 

The cnrrent was so rapid and the btlflk" on the nort'b f.mng in ., 'constantly: 
that we were ohligE'd to approach ther sandhal"S on the sooth. These 'WeN 

UUJTing contim;~ny, nnd formed the worst ptwage We had seen, aDd which we 
!-;U1'mol1nted with much difficulty . We met a trading ,att frem the Pmvwae 
nation on the river Platte, nnd ftttempt~tt OfHI~ccess&lty 'to .. ~ \1m~' o(.theit 
party to return with n~. At the distance of eight mile,., weo ;a_t. ~'lJigb 
cliffl, called the Snake b~!, from the l'lt1lllbft of tln.Mien .. ill-dr.e _~r. 
hood, and immediately above these bluR's, Snake Mek, abnt ape.,...... 
widr, on which we encamped •. One of our Jnulte~, a builDtiiau, brought .. 

• 
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.. D. aaeoUtlt d his bawing tG day pasted a small lakt, M3f which a number of 
deer wore feeding, aBd in the pond he heard a Imakc making a frl.ttura1 noise 
like a turkey. He fired his gun, but the noise became louder. He aods, that 
he has heud' tb61adiaulio melltH>U tllis species of snake, aAd tbis story is confirmed 
by a Frencbma& of our party. 

AM the 11t'J(t da~, the river helD/{ very ~igh, the ~andbnrs were ~o rolling aud 
uumeroo&, and the cllrrent so strong, that we were tinable to stem it e\,('1} with 
081'8 added to our sails; ihis obliged us to go nearer the banks, wllich were faU
ing' in, 6() tlla* we cO\\W not make, though tht> boat was occasionally towed, more 
tbMl fourteen miles. We passed several ililands and ooe creek on the south side. 
and encamped on the north oppOS}t!c a ueautiful plain, which extends as far back. 
as the Osage river, and some miles up the l\'Iissouri. In front of our encamp. 
meat are the remains of an old viUag(> of the I.ittie Osage, situated at some ms
tance fl'AOlll the river, and at the foot df a small hill. About three miles alxwe 
th8111, in view of our camp is the sitnation of the old "iUage of the Missou .. is aftet· 
they fled from the Sanks. The inroads of the same tribe compelled the Little 
<hiage to retlf& {rom tb6 l\lisIJonrl a few years ago, and establish themselvci near 
the Great Osages. The rivel' which is here about one III ile wide, had rifleft in 
the Db>ming, but feU towards e'l6ning. Early this morning, June 16th, wejoin
cd the camp of own- hunters, who had rro\Tided two deer and two bears, and then 
pMsing an iIIJaDd aDd a prairie on the north covered ,,,"ith a species of timothy, 
made Ollr way through. bao soo#tbars and a swift current, to an encampment for 
the evening, on the north.,si{.&.e., at ten miles ,li:;;tance. The timber whicb we ex
amined to day was not sufficiently strong for oars; tile mt1sql1itoes and ticks are 
exceeili.gl~ troubJ.eiome. 0 .. ibe 17th, we set out early, and ha .. iug come to a. 
convenu.nt place at one mile distance, for procuring timber and making oars, we 
occupied OllrlJCl~e. iD thao way an.. this and the following day.. The cOImtry on 
the nortb of, the ciVet' is l"tehiUnd coverctl '\\ ith timber; among which we pro. 
cured tile 8.6h,fcn~ Otll'lf. At tw-o miles it changes into exten!tive pra~ries, and a' 
'.vell .. e.i!ht mile. dMtaace },McowO& higher and waviug. '-fhe prairie and 
high lands on the south ¢ommence more immediately Oll the river; the whole ill' 
weD lNtered "nw pr*titlecJ with.gamf',., soch M Jeer, elk, ano. bear. The huu
ter .. btoagbt- i~. illtthone, whMh.WAA prGbably lost by SOftlC WIU' party-this De
i&8 the 0fflU" .... 8 f~rJ thoS •• AyauwRYs, ana 8iomc, in Nteir (~XCUl'8iODa 
apia ... Osa~ 

J-u. 19," 0_ ~\"i"'" l\M'l'NCt?eUed ufuler a gentle &reeze by two-
1"-/ __ " 'lhUer ,~l; ~~ MndbAi'!il 'lire numerous aad fiG -bad. that' 



at one pJaee we were forc,d to clear away the driftwood in order to pass:, the. 
water was so rapid that we were under the neceSHity of towillg the boat for 
half. a mile ~o\lnd a point of rocks on the south -side. We paflsed two creeks, 
one'called Tiger creek on the north, twehty-fi\c yards wide at the ex.tremity of 
a large island palled Panthet' Island: the ('tiler Tallo creek on the south, fifteen 
yards wide. Along the shores are gooseberries and raspberries in great abun
dance. At the distance of seventeell and It half miles we eocaroped 011 the lOuth, 
near a lake ab~ut two miJes from the river, ana several in circumference; and 
much frequented by deer and all kinds of fowls. On the north the land is 
higher and better calculated for farms than that on the south, which ascends 
more gradually, but is still rich and pleasant, 1'be n'lusquitocil and other ani
mals are so troublesome that musquitoe hiel's or llets wel'e distributed to tho 
patty. The next morning we passed a large island, oPPOl;ite to which on the 
north is a larg'e and beautiful prairie, called Sauk prairie, the hwd being ,fine 
and well timbered 011 both sides the-;:iver. IJelicans were seen to day. We 
made six· and three quarter miles, and encamped at the lower point of a small 
island, along the north side of which we proceeded the next day t J nne ~ lst, but 
not without danger in consc<lu(,llce of the sands and tbe npidity ot the water 
which rose three inches laKt night, Behind another island come in from the 
south two crecks, callt>d J;;au Beau, 01' elf'ar 'Vater cr~ks: on the nortb is a 
very remarkable bend, where the 11igh lands approach the river. and f01'ln an 
ilCtlte angle at the head of a large island produced by a narrow channel tlu-ough 
'he point of the hend. We passed several other ittlands, and encamped at ~even 
and a half miles on dle south. 

22d. The river TOse during the night fonr inches.. 'J'he \Vater is very, 
rapid and crowded with oonc.,ealed timber. We passed two large islands and 
an extensive prairie on the south, beb';llning with a ric~ low Jand. and 
rising to tlte distance 9f seventy or eighty feet M roUiag dear cOWltl'Y.' 

The thermolJl(>t€r at three o'doC'k 1). M. \VaK at 870 • After coming ten and a 
lt3lf miles we encanlpt'd on the south, opposite a. large ,creek oalled Fi_ 
Prairie river. 

23d. The wind was against us this momillg, and became ,80 violent. .laat Wt 

made only three and a half mileH, and were obliged to. tie to ,during the ,day ,at a: 
smull itJand. This is aeparatcd from the northern side by a narrow channel 
"'hJeh cannot be passed by boats, being choked by trees and .drifte(~ wood. 
Directly opposite 00 the south, is a bigh coin~iog pesitiQn, .,Illore tl1aD 
seventy feet above hl~h water mark, aud overlookin2 the liver, which is here of 
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"'11; little width ~ this spot' liaR many oovantages for J fort, and trading house 
with the Indians.. The river fell eight inches last night. 

The next day, 24th, we passed at eight miles di:.tance, H~y -ceabin creek. 
coming in from the south, about twenty yards wide, and ~o called from camps of 
~traw built on it; to the north are some rocks -projecting into th~ flver, and a 
li.ttle'bf>yond them :- creek on the same side, called Cbarato~ Scaloty: that is, 
Charaton like thtl Otter. We halted, after having made eleven and a balfmiles, 
the country on both 'Sides king 6ne and interspersed with pralri~, jn which we 
now see numerous herds of deer, pasturing in the plains or feeding on the young 
willows of the river. 

25th. A thick fog detained us till eight 0' clock, when we set sail, and at three 
miles reached a bank 'Of stone coal on the north, which appeared to be very 
ablHlrlant: jll~t below it is a creek called after the bank La (;hal'bolluiere. 
Fout" mites further, and on the ~outhern side, (;(lmes in a small creck, clll1t!d La 
Benite, The prairies here approach the river and contain many fruil"!, such as 
plums, raspberries, wild apples, and nearer the riYel' vast quaDtitit!s of mnlber
rifls. Ot~r encampment was. thirteen miles distance on an Uiland to the north, 
opposite some hills higher than usual, and almost one hundred and sixty or ODe 
hundred and eighty feet. 20th. At one mile we passed at the end of a small 
island, Blue Water cref'k, which is about thirty yards wide at its entrance from 
tht~ ~nth, t Here the Missouri is cOtJfined within a narrow bed, and the curreut 
stiU llW»'fl so by counter C'l1rrents or whiriH on one side and a h~gh bal}k on too 
other. We passed a IIlliaU island and a sandbar, where nur tow rope brok~ 
twic(', and we rowed round with great exertions, We saw a number of par-o
qUcts, and killed sonw deer; after nlne and three quarter miles WI:' encamped at 
the upper point of the mouth of the rivel" ~~ll~as: here we remained two days, 
during whirh we mnde the necessary obNervations, recl"Uited the party, and rt;
paired the hoat. 'l'he rjYer Kaozas takes jts rise in the plains between the Ark. 
ansaw and PlattE> riverA, and pursues 3 course generally east till its ~nctjo~ with 
the MifiiOlm, which i1i in latitude 38'" 31' 13"; here it is three hundl'cd aael forty 
and a quarter yards widl, though it is wider a short distance above the mouth. 
The MiMsouri iL.'lelf is about five hundred yat'di in width; the fXlint of union is 
lo .. and suhject to ,iDUndatiollS for two hundred and fifty Ylu(ls, it then rises 0. 

----------~,---~-----...... -------. ---------. , 

.. The United State~ built tn Sept~mber, 1808, • factory ami fort allhi, spot, which is ver~' COD\'t'

,ient for'tradinc with tlie ~tages, Ay.oways, and !ClInzas. 
~. \ : !. { 1 to 

t A few miles up tbe Bhle WatE'r Creek are quarries of plaster or 1'1Iri~. silll'e w~Iked and tJrolUb.t 
dlJwn to St. Louis. 
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hide ab&l'e bigh water I1lJ1rk, aotl .coatin.as so as far baoll' as the hilltl. 0. 
the soutb of the Kanzas tlte bills f)l\ highlands come withiR one aile and· 8 haN 
of the river;' on the north of. the )1iYOta'i they do DOt approecb near .. thafl 
sevenl miles; but OR all aides the cou.ntry iN n.e. The cOI'Dfl&'lWli'P-& speoih 
gravities of the two rivet's is.. fo, ~fte MissoUl'i 88venty,..elgbt, the Kanaas 8eV_Y" 
two c.1eg·rees;' the waters of the latter have a very disagreeable taste;- the 
former has risen during yesterday and to day about two fc:iet. On tb& bank. 
of the Kan~s. reeide the Indians of the same '\tame, ecmlSisting of two .,mag_, 
oDe atoahout twenty, the other fony leagues from its mouth, and arnouatiug to
about three hundred m.en. 'rhey once lived twenty-four league. higher tlw.o. 
the Kanzatl, on the sou.th bank of the 1\'li:lSouri, and were then more numerous 
Lot tlley have been reduced and banished by the &ukil and Aya,nvays, who 
being better supplied with arms hu.l'-e a •• advantage over tile Kanz88, though 
the latter are llot les8 fierce or warltke than themselves. 'fIN. nation is now 
hunting in the plains tor the butr~, which our aunters ha,ve seen for the 
tiiOSt. time. 

On the 29th. we set out la~ in tbe afternoon, and having paMed a~sandbar, 
neru: wI.i:ch the boat was obnost iost, and a lo.rge island OR the BOrth, we
encamped at seyen aud a. q.aazte)" miles on the same side ill the L>w lauds, where 
the roshe£ are so thick that it is troublesome to walk through them. Eal'ly the 
next morning, 80th, we reached, at ,"""€I miles distance, the roouth vi a. rivet· 

coming in frolD the north, and called by the I!'Nnoo, Petite Ri'Viere Platte, or 
litUe 8haJlow Fl .. er; it is about sixty yams wide at it~ mouth. A few of the 
~y lIlbo aseended iofomted .., thoat lhe lands on both sides are good, and 
tJaat there are several falls well calculated for miHs; the wind was from dr. 
south. west, and the weather oppaesslvely wal'll~ the thermometer standing ot 
~ aDo-ve 0 at three o'dock PI M.. One mile beyond this is a small cree~ on 
the south, at u\le milOJ. from whick ,... etlctunped: OIl the same ~ide, J>ppo,ite the 
tower poiftt of an islaa<l4alled Dtamond island. rI'he land·on t.bellOfth betWeeft 

tbe,Littlti Shallow river, ana the M.iSfk)ari is' oot good, aud subject to-oVftfiOW"""! 
Qa tl.e sootil· it is higher and' better timbePedl. . 

July, Ist. \Fe proceeded alftg' the north swc of ' Diamond is1aDd,"W~ .. 
s)(lall creek.. called Biscuit creek emptiM. jtBflf~ One "8lld a half miles' abbW' '1b:e: 
1.Ja.nd is a large sand}J~r in the middle of the l'h'er, beyond which W~( stopt,M 
to rt-frf'sb the men, who suffered very much from the beat. Uere we' ()if)sei-tfJ'tf 
great quantities of gnt.pett anc.1 raspbeNies. B(,'twcefl'one and t.cNiiiies fdrtber 
are three .islands and. a -creek on the lIooth knowft' by the If'rer'lcb 'name' M 
IUmore. ' .'f.be mai1l Ctll¥eDth.lkH,is now on' fll~ 'gHdtb • 'W"tfte'~~-6f 
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tdIJe three ismtlds, ran three yea-rs. all we were told Olli$he .'lJorth, aDd there var. 
~Il n& -&tlP~U'Mlce of Ute two 81uaUer ;&Iands. At the distance of four and a 
half iniles we ~ached the l~wer poiltt of a cksster of 8lDaU islllDds; two lal'g'e 

aad two() smal~ 'Called IsleR des Pares or r"ield tslands. Pacaum trees wert' 

tltis day seen, anti large qnantities of deer and.turkies 01'1 the banks. We had 
.. chanced twet~ mKes. 

July td. We 'ft our encampment, opposite to wmch i" a high and beau .. 
tiful pra;rie on the 8Ol!lthern side, -tmd pas!Jed up the iouth ()f the j$lands, which 
are high m-eadow8, and a creek on tbe north called Pare creek. Here f<Lr half 
an hoor the river became cOYel'ed with drift wood, which rendered the naviga.
tion dangerous, and was probably caused by the giving way of some sandbar, 
which baa detained the wood. After making five milel we pa.~d a stream on 
the south called Turky creek, neal' a sandbar. where we could scarcely stem the 
ou'l'rent with t'f"enty oars, and aU the poles we had. On the north at about two 
mile!t fortber i~ a large islatld caUed by the Indians, Wau..ca.r-da~war-card.da, 
or the BeaJ'Medicine island. Here we landed and rf'placed our mat<>t,· whicl4 
had been' Lroken three days ago, by rnnniIlg against a t4'ee, ovel"h.anging the 
l'iver. TLen~ we proeeeded, am} after night stopped on tt.e north sidE"~ above 
the islaml, having C()me eleven and a balf miles. Opposite our camp is a "alley, 
ill which was 'Situated OIl old "illage of tile Kaazas, between two high points of 
land, and 00 tbe bank of the river. About a mile in the rear of the village was 
a small fort, built J,y tbe French on an elevation. 'fhere are now no traces of 
the village, but the situation ot tht: fort. lDay be feoog"l'lized by some remains er 
cilimnies, nnd the general outlme of the fortificnt~oo, M well as by the Abe 
spring w~}ich ""})plied it with water. 1'he party, wbo were stRtioned here, were 
probably cut off by the Indians, as th~l'e are DO accounts of them. 

J nly 3d. A gentle breeze ITOll) the youth carried lIS ele'fen and a quarlt:r 
miles this day; PlUlt two islands. O1\e Q smelt willow island, the other large. and 
called by tlle FreJtCh, ble des Vaches, or Cow hiland. At the head of this 
.land, OIl the northern shot'c, is a large pond CObtailling beayer, and f.-Is of 
mft'ereut kinds. After passing a bad sandbar, we stopped OIl the fi()uth side at 
&II old, t.r_g house, wbleh is n$W deserted f and haM a mile ~yond it 
e.ampecl OIl tire JOutb. The land is fine along the rivers, .nd some distance 
ba.ck. We qbleneci the black .walnut and oak, alB()Dg the timber; and tee. 
_lley .... lde azul. buck's-ey •• with U. n"tB on them. • 

mae 1D0000ing .r the 4 • .Jaly was announced by the 4.sdla"fge of oor ~n. 
At 0':M ",i)e we "Peached the mouth (If a bayeau or creek, OOIDiag from a hrp 
lakA .. tlle .db _, which .ppears as if it had OBoe t.eeu the bed of t~ 
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l'Jvcr. to wlueb ,it I'Llbi IUlraU~ fpr several .wles~ The water·of.it is clf'ar, aqd 
'Ulpplied by a .small creek aud se\'eral ipl"ingil, Ulld tJle Ilumbel' of go,llu", :whicl. 
we saw 01: it, induced us to call it the Goslin lakt'. It iii about thret qullJ't,ers: 
of a mile wule, and lIeven or eight IDilcldong. One of (lUr Ule11 was l>itten by 
a snake, but a poultice of bark .. ,uu g'unpowde,l' was suflicicut to cure tlle w<)uQd. 
At ten and a" quurkr Uliles we reached n creek on the ~outh about. t.weh'e yard:tt 
wide, and cOllnng from an e:x.ten~i .. e prairie, which appro'udlcd tile wrders of 
the river. Tp thi:-. creek, ,'\' hi(;h had no name, we gave that of }-'ollrth of July 
creek.; aoo\c it is a, lugh mound, whC'l'e three Il1tli.1\1 patb~ centre, and from 

"hich is II. very cxtensil'e pro::,pect. .After fift('cu mile!!> sail WC, came to on th~ 
north a little a.hOle a creek 011 the sonthern bide, "hont thirt~ yards wide, 'Which 
W(' called Jndt>pemlt.'llce cl'eek, ill hOllOUl' of the da~, "lllCh We could cclcun\te 
only by an e'\ l:IUJlg gun, and an additional gill of "hi:-.kj to too men. 

'l'he next da~, ,:lth, we crossed over to tht! south and {'aUle aloog the bank. 
uf an c"kll~1\ e and heuutiful praiJ'ie,.tersp(·l'~l:d \\ ith {'opsc~ of timber, and 
watt'l'cd by Independence creek. On tillS ballk furUlerly stood the secolld 
Village of the .h.auzas; from the rt!mains it lllll..,t hu\ C ocell once a large town. 

\y c pa.~ed l)Ci era 1 bad S811db.lrs, and a small creek to the &outh, whicl,l we 
caHeJ Y cllow Ochre creek, from a bank of that llm~erdl a little above it., The 
ri\ t'1' t'ollliUlH'., to tilll. On the shoreI"' are great (lUulltitlCs of Mlllllocr and. fall 
g'l'llpe::" f)(,J't'It:!) aud "ild rOllc.... Deer is not so nLuuJaut as usual, Lut t.Lcre at~ 
JlUllt('rOliS tracks of elk arollnd lb. 'Y e cucnmlleu at ten milei distance on the 
south bide unuCj' a Jllgb, bauk, oppo&ile to which W~ a low land covered Wit.il 
tall rushes, and "ome timber. 

July (). 'Ve ~et sail, and at one mile passed a sandbar, tl1I'eG m:iles fllrth.el , . , 

au i!>la,uu, a prairie to tbe uorth, at the distauC() of four miles called ~vt!} '~ 
pmiric, aftc.; a man who was killed there; at which place tbe riyer is ~Qf;itted 
to a vCl'y narrow channel, and uy a s~lltlu","' from the SQuth. }'our milei bcYQDU 
is another "auuhar tel"uillatcd by a bUlI\U ~illow islo.J:)d, and forwing a 'fiet;;8 

~ons~mhlc hl:lId ill the l'i vt:l" towards the nortb. '~'hc sand vf tb~ war illi~t" 
lUte.xed wltb ~lliall pcbblU$ and bOUle pit coal. Tile river falls slowly, all4r\. 
owing (itil(:r t'), the nHlddillCSS of its water, or the t~xtrl?ll~ heat of fttte)~wept1~r 
the Ulel) pcrSpit'(l Vrofu:.cl,Y. W e ('n~lmped 011 the lliout}}, h~"ill,g J.~(.ht t",~ 
milt'", The Llrd called whi!>-poor-\\<ill sat on the Iw.,x for 'OU1~ time. 

] ... the lll~))'nillg, :.r lily 7th" the rapidity, of the \Va~f oblige~ ,\~, ~Q 4r.a\f',~ 
ooot alollg WltO I·opes •. At SIX and three lluarter m.il ... s }\\'t' Cn.nle t~ R'$nn.ll'al't 

A '1'*" JJ, -.,.. J~r,o\~ ..,.,~~ , 

:"~ a J)Oi.v~ opp~.ltit~ a ~ilC .. iell prairie on tht) [\vr~h, oalled ,St." ~l~e.rs.. 
fhc pramc::; (}f tlll') .r1(}~g~lJoul'h()9d .have the 'll'l'~rance. ()C,dis1in~t.....fa9.Ph 
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diwded by "arrow strips of woodland, which follow the J,lordef'S of tM small niDI. 

lead.iftg flO the "!feT. Abo1>e tbif, aitoot a mile, is a cliff of yellow clay on the 
nortJt. A.t four 0gelock we ptiSed a narrow rart of the channel, where the 
water is e<efined within t\ bed of two IUlndred yards wide, the current mnning 
direetl1 apillst the ,,<mth~ bank, with DO saud OD the north to ~oftfine it or 
tweak its forte'. We made fourteen mireK, and halted on the north, after which 
we had a violent gu:t about seven o'clock. One of the hunt~rs saw in a pond 
to ~ nri, which 'We pMSeo yesterday, 3 number of young swanSt W l' saw a. 
large rat, and killed a wolf. Another of our men had a stroke of thetRun; 
be' was bled, and teak ft, preparntion of nitre which relieved him considerably . 

..July i. We set out early, and soon paS1led a small creek on the north, 
whidl we called Ordwfty's creek, fl'OD1 our 8e1'geant of that Dame who had been 
lteDi Qrl Nilore wlih the borses, and went up it. On thE' same side are three 
smatl i..Jands, one of which itf the Little Nodawa, and a large island called the 
GrE'at Nowada ~xtending more than five milef', and contajning seven or eight 
thousood • .cres of Rj.gb. good land, rarely ovedlowed, and one {)f the iarge~t 
i.slands of the Missouri. It is sflparated fl'Om the northern shore by a small 
channel ()f from fwty-nve to eighty yards wide, "P "'hieh we passed, and iound 
near tlle western extremity of the island, the mouth of the river Nodawa. This 
ril"er pursues nearly a seuthero course, is navigable for boats to some distance, 
aad abOtit seventy yards wiele above the moutb. thougb not so wide immediately" 
there, as the mud from the Missouri contracts its channel. At twelve and a 
quarter miles, we encamped on the north sidp., Dear the head of Nodawa island, 
aDd QPposite a smaller ODe in the middle of the river. Five of the nlell were 
•• day lick with violent .eadaelu. The river continues to fall. 

July 9th. We passed the islaDd opposite' to which we last aight en~ampcd. 
and I.'" near tIM ht'~ of it a eieek 'faJling in from a pond on the north, to 
wWdl "e gav.e tlte llame of Pike pond, from the 'uumbers of that animal which 
s..- of wr party saw fl. the shore. The wibtl changed at eight &om N. E. 
__ li. W" 8l\Cl brQJUgbt, rail\. Ai sis mile. w« passed the mouth of M.,ros 
ONek GIl" "oth. aad t~ mile. a,bc)ve a U;1V cabins, where one of our party 
hat.«I ~ped: witIl .. me F'rencllllnen' about two years ago. -Further ()R w~ 
~ •• Iud·. the DOrta, oppo.site some elias on the soath side, near wbielw 
Lout qr W.W ,if,. faDs into the M.iS80uri: This rivel'ois about sixty ya.fdg 
.... k ....... tMlIame ~ _ the Kanzas, aDd is navigable lOr bo.

J 

at· ~ -'taceup. At bllIeea.u.s .e 8Ileamped on tile louth sidtt 
Taea4ay 10th. We proceeded on by a pztairie on the uppet side"of Wolf 

riv-.laQt;) ........ prssect a heek "fteea yards wide <J6' the sOuth, caUcel 
D 
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Papt'S' cl't'Ck fitter n 8pthlllrd of that nn:tne, who kiRed hitnself there. At 1rix 
miles we ,dilled on an h,land cnl1ed fly tht' Prench lIe de Stllonion, 6i" ~d
lam 'On's isla~d, oppor.;it'(> to wbich on the ~ollth is a beautiful plain c'Overed with 
gl'asfil, mfetnllted with wild rye and a kind of wild patntoe. After making ~n 
mitc~ we stopped for the nigltt 'On thE' nortbf'rfi side, 'Opp'Osite a. clift' ofye1low 
clay. The riv('r ha'C neither ri~en nul' fanen to day. On the north the low land 
is vei"y f'xtenqivc:>, and cov(,red 1\'ith "ines; 'On the south; the hiDs apl)ruach 
nearer thE' /'I\'J('T, and hat'k 'Of them commence the plains, There are a great 
many gOblin\ along' the bank .. , 

'Vednet;dny 11th. After tlm'e mjl~ saJling we came to a willow island on 
th., nOl,th side, behmd which enterq a cl'eek called by the Indums rrarkio, Above 
this cl'eek 'On the nOl,th the low lands nJ'e snhj(>ct to 'Overfl'Ow. and further back 
the undergro" th of vinei!> particularly, is S'O abundant that they ean scarcely be 
pa,,"ed, 'rhrcc mlles from th(> Tarki'O Wt' encamped on a large 88.nd island OD 

the north, lmmediately oppo"lite the"iver Nemahaw. 
'J'hllrsday l!th. We rell1uined }!ere to day fOt, the purpose 'Of refreshing the 

pnrty, and makm~ lunar ob"ervations, The Nemahawempties itsdf into the 
lUis!oIOlll'i from the .,outh, and is eighty }'arth wlde at the confluence, whioh i,. in 
lat. 3n° :)f/ J6": Captam Clarke ascended it in the pcrioque ahout two mtles t'O 
the mouth of a ~ma)J creek on the )owpr side. On I,J'Oing althorE' he fotlnd ih the 
levd plam several artificial mounds or graves, and on the adjoining h,l .... oUlE'1'8 
'Of 0. Jarg(,f size. Thi~ nppC'arance mdicates swfticiently the funnel' ~pnlatu}D ()f 
this country. th~ mounds being certainly jnt~ as t'Omb,.; the Indians of-the 
jlissouri stiJl preserving the ctlstor'tl of intemng the dead on high gr'Ound, From 
tIle top of the h1~e"Ji mourla a: "'~ightfhl pf()8pect prelleDtf'Al Itself-the level 
and extensive meadow~ watered by tbe Nemahaw, and enliveBed hy th,· few 
trees and shrub.1I skIrting the borders of'the ..,......, aDd it. tributary streailll~ 
hrwltmd oftbe Missouri eo'Ver~a 'nth ttrrdnlatmg grMB, Ileal"fy fi~e (~~, 
gradually rising mto a ~d plain, Wftere rIch weeds and flow.""""" <'iMlir
rtpetWli with copses of the CHage'ptnm; fUrther baelt am Ae8II/~maU grb~\1tSf 
tr~ aD abuftdance of grapes; the ",tid derry of tbe MiS8OUri~ __ Wing \'f\W" 

""n,~ bat large', aftd g'ft'tWmg on It smalN.tUlih; aud the dol~, whW.~ 
6hiened tOr the imt time. 8om~ of die P\"''' ~at.htted to..Yey ..... It,... .. 
On the SOlttb oftlte ~maha"/ and 1about a qUllrter al, 'Ii mittfl(twt _~ if 
a WIti' of freestobe, in WhiCh are n,nO\1l i1l8CriptioDl aa 1n.cr ... ~ th.,JIIr": 
diltDl. The sand i8J.d where n are flIleamped, ., .,eJied ,,*;.uWf) JPM'Stt 
of willoVl, broad and nanw leaf. 

luJy13tb. We pt'OC.leeded attUll.rise'witit * fait"iRdS-$JIe ...,~..w at 



lW,o :wilt:s. pused tbe mo\t.th of, a smaJ.l. r~H~r ~n the llorJ,b, c~ll~d Big Tarkiqr. 
• • I 

, .4 c~neJ frouJ)he bc~,of, ~h~,Mi$souri onf!e fan into this river, and formed a .. 
i~d called S1.. Joseph's, but the chan"",el is now filled up, and the island is 
~ded to.the uortheru bhore. Fm'tbel' on to tbe south, is situated an extensive. 
plain. col'ere<! with <L grass reSf!wblillg timothy. in its general ap~earance, ex· 
crwt \he. saeq which is like fla"sce(.l, and also a number of grape-vines. At 
tw.eJv~.\m;l~, we PJlJ&ed au ililand on the north, above which is a large sandbar 
09ver.ed witu. wiJ\ows: and at tweftty and a half m.iles, blopped on.a larg'e sand. 
bar, in the middle of the ri\'er opp~itc a high handsome prairic, whi<.:h, extends 
1M i b.e Aills four or ti ve miles diitant, though neal' the bank the land i~ low, and 
i>ubj~Qt. to be oycdlowed. '.l'his Jay was exceediugly fille and pleasant, a storm 
~f wind and raip froUl I1OrtlH101thea~t, last night., baving cooled the air. 

July J 4. \Ve bo{J SOllle hard showers of raiu before seven 0' c:1ock, wLen we 
set out. \Ve bad just reached the end of the sand i~laud, and seen the opposite 
bauks falling in, and so lined witt. timber that we could not app,roa.;h it without 
danger, when a sudden ~(luaIl, from the northeast, struck the boat on the stal'. 
boa,rd quarter, and would have certainly da~hed her to pieces on the sand island~ 
if the party had not leaped into the river, and" ith the aid of the auchor and 
cable kept her oft': the waves dashing over her for tLe space of forty minutes; 
after which the river became almost illstantauAously Cq.llll and smooth, ,The 
two pecioques were ahead, in a situation ne:lfly similal", ou.~ fortunately n.D d,h 
mage was done to the boati or the lQad,ing. The wind baving shifted to the 
southeast, we came at the distance of t.wo miles, to an .island on the nortb •. 
where we dined. Oue mile aoove. 011 the same swc of the river, is a small (ncr 
Uwy~ where a mel'chant of 8t Louis traded with ~he Ottees and Pa.wnees two 
years ago. Ne.r this is au extensive lowland, part of which iii overtlowed oc .. 
cMwnallJ.. the test is rich .lWd well timhered. The wind again changed to 
no.l1Irw_ by north. ..t seven uQ. a. half Dliles, we reachc(\ the lower po~~t of 
a ~ge _land. ,on tb~ porU! side., A,unall d~ance above thili point, is a river~ 
~led by, the M. lndia4~, Njsh11~hQa.toua. This is a cousiderable ct~J 
nearly ... *Ie aa the ,lIillt) ri;¥er" .BAd fUllS parallel to the Mi$IiO~ the greater 
~_\i. ~. ,hei"Qg fifty .. ya~(M wi48 at the IUtmth. In ~e pr~iri~ 01', 

.,~ $we . ." wild...tiQ1~. )'m.b.iqulUier, cuckleberria. aQd on the edg", 
of Ute ., ..... mer-gra~, #l~UIli, ~ goosebeuie,. We also $aw tQ..4~j 

• 
- tha,li .. time, sa. elk,.\at!~.wh ~,e of the parte shot, \>ut at,top ,g~ ~ 
.... ~. ""W. eacarnpecl OQ"f;l'~\l~ o(theislaudt a little ahovaWilihDAh. 
"batona, having made nine miles. The river feY a little. 

" ..IJlly"l"'I;, A.ilWikrtb" prt.'I~~r, l~aving ~he eDcap.1p~t lJtiar~~even. 
D 2 



At aboitt ft;u,. mi~, ilVe T.r.aebed the extremity cd dfe hrge itdftlltt, fttld 'C'rduiw~ 
to the romh, -at the tlisttmce M sel'en mif~, I1rrived at the Little Nemaha, a mal 
n\ler from the ~onth, forty yatd8 wide a little above its mouth, but cbntraeting-. 
as do almost all the .ate", ~mptying into the Missouri, at it" confltwenctr. At 
nine nnd tbrc,e qUllrter!ol milc!9, we Mlcamped on a "Woody pMnt, on the Mmtb. 
Along tht' southt>rn bank, is a rich lowland tOV'f'red \v;th pea.vine, and rich 
weed!'!, nnd watered by small streams rising in the adjoining p"'trie~. ~ too, 
are rich, and. tllough with ahnndanrc of gTa~s, haV'C 110 timt,flI' ncept "at 
growr: ncar the water: intt'Nlpersed through both are grapevines, plums of two 
kinds, two ~r{'cies of wild ('herries, hazlenntOll and gooseberries. On the souda 
there il'> ont' unbroken plain; on th(' north the rh-er ... ~k.'rted WIth some timber, 
behind which the plain extends four or fhe miles to the hrtls, whieh seem to 
ba.\'e little wood .. 

July 16. 'Ve conttnned om route between a large island opposite to oU1' 
last night's encampment, and an .... c"ttensive prairie on th(' south. About six 
miles, we came to another large l'liand, called Fairmn i:.lan(t, on the lame side; 
abo'fe which is 11 "lpot, w})('rt' l\hont tW('nty nerf'S of the trill haTt' fanen into tfre 
river. Near thls, is a ('lift' of sandstone for two miles, wlri~h is mach 'fi'eqnented 
by birds. At this place the river i-; about one mile wid~, bot not dE.'tT; as the 
timber, or sawyers, may be Sf'en, scattE't'ed atTo~s the whole of itt; hottum. A't 
twenty mites distance, wt> sttw on the ~outh, on islftnd called hy tM Frerrch. 
rllf' Chnllvt', or Bald island, oppofolitf1 to a hrrge prairie, which we catted B.1d
pated prairie from a. ridge of naked hiBs wtlich bound it, nmning tmrlltlet with 
the river as far as we could see, nnd f1"ml:i th~ to s+x mileflr distant. To. tfJle 
south the hilts tmIcfi 'tlre riV'M'. 'We entmmred R qnarttwr of n nrile beyMd 
this, in a point of woods ou the llotftt side, Tbe Tirer ~()ntinnegl to fuK'. 

Tnesd'ay, Jrr1y 17. We rema11'1M lrere tbir day, in onnr to m.k~ ~bMt
tions a.nd CdlTect the cbronometer, wflr~b ran do.-n- i)n ~llnday. The fIltttddc 
we found to be 40· 27' ,,"r. The ()b~ion of the time rrovei' mrt'ctwollO. 
dlet~idO slow, by fY ,IU""-to. 'fbe highland" b~ from onr camp~ ..011& tI'" 
"e-st, l1i' the river. C'fIt-'o Le~ fod'e up t~ eotnMy, and flaW' "'e· Nistndt. 
batdrta, about ~n O1"t~''ve miles ftom WI m{)nth, at Ii plR'e !loot more thAll~ 
bUded Y'ardR flobm tfre ~j, and a little atJOi9'~ dill" CttWlp. It tUn 'pUjrts 
lletlr the foot of the. 'BaldhiUs, and is at leMt six feet het6W the level of1!le- Mis. 
S'ouri. On 'its l#anb ar~ flhe bftk, whlnut, and m~ltMrrY. fte eofrnmm cUM'e'nt 
of'the Missouri, tatett \ivith tti@ ltJg, 'is flO fatbodtt i'R 4ff' f' at tklme \Jlace., .ad 
nen 20'·, 

matiesday, lti1y 18 ... ''l''h lB<1tniYlg'" fair, 11\n1 a tenitfwbtd fl'&mtldtrth-
1 



east.y t;Qlltll, tOl'ded U8 3toog beUW'sll the prairie-on ~he Borth, and lJukl island 
re the -sooth: Of>posite the middle- of wbich, the ~iJJJnahbatona approaches the 
neatest to the Missouri. 'l'he CUlTf'nt here rau fifty fathoms in 41" , ~t thirteen 

atJd a MIf mile~ we reached an imand 011 the north, lltI3r to which the bank'! 
o'Vriow; while on Ute south, the bills projeat over the river and form hig-h 
eMfs. At one point a. part of tile cliff, nearly three quarters of a mile in length. 
and about two hundred feet i.u heigJlt, has fallen into the river. It is composed 
obietly of I.ntistone internlixptl wtth an irOll ore of bad qua.lity ; u~ar the bottom 
is a soft sJat~tone w itb pebbles. W· e passed several bad salldhars ill the c.()ur~e 

()f the d*y, tMrd made eighteen mil('~, and elJcamped ou the l'>(Juth, oppo!llite to 
the lower point of the Oven islands. 'l'he country around is genera II) dirided 
jnto pt'airies, with little timber, except on low points, i::.lunds, and' near creeks, 
and that con!'tistill~ ()f cottonwood, mulberry, elm, and sycamore. The l'iver 
fBlh~ fait. An Indian dog came 10 the bank; he appeared to have been lo.,t 
and was nearly starved: we gav.e him SQme food, but he would not follow ns. 

ThlU'lJday, July 19. 'rhe O\'en i!tland~ arc small, and two in Dumber; one 
near the south sh01"(', the other iu the middle of the river, Opposite to them is 
tile prnirit'. calk·d Terrien's Oven, from n trader of that name. At four and a. 
half mi1£'S, we reached bome high cliffs of a yellow earth, on the south, near 
which are two heautiful rons of water, ri~ing in the adjacent prairIes, and ODe of 
theJn 1V'itb il deerlick, about two hundred yards from its mouth. In this 
neigbboOThoon we observed some iron ore in the bank. At two and a half miles 
aoo've the runs, a large portion oi' t~ hill, for nearly three qnarters of a mile, has 

fa:llen into the river. 'Ve el1camped on the webtern extremity of all island, in 
the middle of the river, having made ten and three qnarter miles, The river 
fafl'<; a little. '!'he sandbars which we passed to-day, are more nUIllCrOu.", and 
the rolling sanclR more frequent and dangerous than any we have seen; tbes!' 
Obsta.cI~R ibcreasing Bit we app.ro.ach the river Platte. 'fbe Missouri bere is 
wider atso than bf»ow, wbere the timber 6n tbe ballks resists the cur:rcDt; while 

'ere tbe prairies ~ bleb a,prcJach, are maN! easily washed and undermined. 
'ft-e hdbtel'$ MV'e btougltt for the j"-Ht few days, no quadruped, but deer: great 
qUllntities of young ~eese ate Been to-day; one of thern blOUgh~ calamus, 
wbk:b ~ htd ga(bered C)ppoRittl OUr encalDpanent, and a large quautity of 
~eeg. 

1i'rida.y. July fO: Th~e "89 l' heavy dew last lligh4 an4 this mQl'lling w,as 
'foggy and cool We passe<\ M: abont three miles distauce, a swall wil19w 
island to the nortl\, and a creek 011 tbe soutll, about twenty-nve yards widf, 
tMhd by·t_.~. L'ertu q'li Pleut-e,ol' (he "Tecping Water, ~d e.wp~ying· 



itself jY"~'l ... bov~, ~ ~litr pf,.1>fOWl1, cl,y. Tuell~e. we ~l~ ~w~\~Qd ,,1~lL'~\Ii#i 
to, alloth~~ d))lalld; tbrcc,lllilrlJ.further tt a ~bll'd; liIlX tn,lles be~q 'fll~\clJ .. ·ff 
f9u~t.h' i~l~t1d·; at the 4el)'Q of ",bie}l we encamped on tlle southern ItQw~.; jp,.a~ 
eight~en miles. 'rile {>il'ty who walked oll tile !)horc l~Y, found ~ ~fI 
to the south, rich, b~t 1l,luch, p<\rched with fl'cqllellt ,fir~t aq~ with no ~\ler, 
except the SCf1ttering ~r(:'t;S about tht: sourcilli of the rllll!o:, which a~e numel''t~ 
~d pne. Ou the ,north, i)' a !oimilal' prairie country. 'fh{, rjYer c()nt.inues to 
fa11~ A large yellow "olt' was this day killed. For a DlOlltJ,\. past the party 
have been tr~uh]ed witv. hiles, aud occa~ional1)' with the dys(.'uter.r~ '1'h€:~c, 
biles ~ere larg-c tUlllOlll'1> which broke Ollt 1I1lJel' tIle arms. 011 the legs, and, 
generally, in the pal'tl) most exposed to actioll, which sometimes became t.oo 
painful to permit the men to work. After remaiuing some days, they disap
peared without any assistance, except a ponlticc of the hark of the elm, or of 
11ldiall meal. 'fhis di~l'dcl', which we a'icribt"' to the lHuddiucss of the river 
water, has not affected th(> gellerallwalth of the pat'ty, which is quite as good, 
if not better, than that of the !.ame number of men .n any other &i1uation. 

Saturday, July 21. 'Ve la'ad a breeze frotH the south-east, by the aid of 
which we pasl-cu, at about tell miles, a "illo\\' island ou tIw soutl", Ilear high 
lands covered" ith tiwbel', at the bank, auo formed of liwe .. toue with cemented 
shells: on the Of po site bide i~ a Lad &alldbar, and til> la'ld llcar it is cut though 
at high water, by bllJaU chauuc1s forming- a IlUIIILl'l' of Islands. The wiml 
lulled at seven o'clock, and we rcaclwd, in tlJe raiu, the mouth of the great 
riTer Platte, at the distance of fOUl'teen milts. The highlands which had 
accompanied us on the south, fOl' the last eight or ten miles, stopped at about 

. three quarters of a mile from the entrance of the ]>latte. Captains Lewis and 
Clarke ascended the river in a pCl'io(IUt!, for about one mile, and found the 
c{!rrent very rapid; rolling over sands, and di, ided illto a number of channels,; 
none of which al'e deepel' than five OJ' ~jx feet. One of ou .. Frenchmen, who 
8pent two winter!t on it, sa)'s that it bpreads much morc at borne distance from 
the mouth; that its depth is generally not more than nve or b-ix feet; that theret' 
ve many small islands scattered through it, and that from its rapidity and the 
quantity of its ~Dd, it caanot be navigated by boali 01' perioques, though the 
Indiao8 pall it in small flat canoes made of hidcs. That tbe Saline or Salt 
river, which in some seasons is too brackish to be drank, fails into it from the 
south about thirty mites up, and a little above it Elkhorn riv," {rOUl the north, 
running nearly parallel with the Missouri. The river is, in fact, much more 

rapid than, the Missouri, the bed of which it fiUs with moving sandi, and drive$ 

the current on the northern shore, on which it is constantl"DC:1oaehing. At·its 



jOft~tioD' the Platt~ is about six lI'undretl yards wide, 8lld the same number of 
miles from tb~ Mississippi. W'itli much difficulty we worked rou~d. the 8and~ 
bars near the mtmtb, and came to above the point, baving made fifteen miles. 
A mtmbetl of wolves were seen and heard aronnd us in the evening. 

, July 22. 'l'he next morning we set bail, artd having found at the distance 
of ten mites from the Platte, a high and shaded situation on the north1 we 

• 
encamped there, intending to make the requisite observations, and to send (or 
the llcighbouring tribes, for the purpose of making known the recent change 
in the goUrnment, and the wish of the United States to cultivate thei; 
friendship. 



CHAP. II. 

~lJ:\f!; ACC01'~1' OF 'fHF.: PAWNItJl! lNDIA'liS-COUNCIL UEJ,D '\1\'11'" TilE 0"1'0 ANI) 

MISSOURI ];o..IHANS-CO( NeiL HELD WITH A~OTHKR PARTY OJ.' THE OTTOES-DEATH 

OF SF.RGEANT n,OYD-THE I'AItTY I:NCAMP NEAR THE MOUTH OF WHITESTONE 

RIVER--THE CHARACTEU or THE !lllSS0URI, WITH THE RIVER:. THAT ENTER 11'-

TUE SURROUNDING COUNTRY-THE VARIOUS ISLASDS, BAYS, CREEKS, &c. GIVEN IN 

THE COURSE OF THE EXPEDITION.-

OUR camp is by observation in latitude 41" 3' 11". Immediately behind it is a. 
plain about five miles wide, one half covered with wood, the other dry and ete
,'ated. The low grounds on the south neal' the jUllction of the two rivers, al'e 
rich. but subject to he ol'l~rflowed. Farther np, the banks are higher, and oppo-
8ite our camp the first hills approach the river, alld are ~overec1 with timber, soch 
as oak, walnut, and elm. The intermediate country is watered by the PapiUon~ 
or Butterfly creek, of about eighteen yards wide, and three miles from the 
Platle; on the north are high open plains amI prail'jes, and at nine miles from 
the Platte, the Musquitoe creek, and two or three small willow islands. We 
"tayed here several days, during" which we dried our provisions, made new oars. 
and prepare€1 onr despatches and maps of the country we had passed, for the 
president of the U oited States, to whom we intend to send them by a perioque 
from this place. The hunters have found game scarce in thIS neigbbourhood; 
they lla\'e seen deer, turkies, and grouse; we have also aD abundance of riPe 
fgrapes; and one of our men caught a white catfish, the eyes of which were 
tim all , and its tail resembling that of a dolphin. 'l'he present season is that in 
which the Indians go out into the prairies to hunt the buft'aloe j but as we 
discovered some hunters' tracks, and observed the plajns on fire in the direction 
of their village.~, we hoped that they might have returned- to gather the green 
Indian com, and therefore despatched two men to the Ottoes or Pawaee viJlagea 
with a. present of tobacco, and an inv~~ation to the chiefs to visit us. They, 
returned after two days absence. Their first COUI'''' 'Was ,tbrough ap opea 



prairie to the south, in which they crossed Butterfly crt;ek. Tlwy then reach("d 
a small beautiul river, call('c\ Corne de Cerf, or Elkhorn river, about Oft(, hundre(l 
"ards wide, with clear' water and a gTavdly chaun~l. It C'mpties a little below 
the Ottoe village into the Platte, \\ hich thc·v c1'u<;sed, and arrived at th(' town 

~ . 
about forty-five mile .. from onr camp. rI'hey fOllnd no Indian~ t11ere, though 
they saw some fresh. truck .. of a slll~tli party. Thf Otto('s we:'e once a powerful 
nation, and lived ahout twpnty m~lc" aho\'C' tIw Platt(', on the ~otlth('1'1l hauk of 
tit£'> l\Ij"sol1ri. Being' reduced, they nlifP"Pted to the neighhourhood of the 
l)a"llc('s, under whose protection they now livp, Their "illag{" is on the ~onth 
side of the l)latte, abol1t thirty miles from its lllouth; and t.heir oum/Jct' j" two 
hnndrC'd 11Ien, includillg' about. thirty familif'<; of l\Ijs~our'i InJian .. , who' are 
incol'poratt·d with them. Pivc 1('agn('s alloH' them, on the same side of the river, 
resides the nation (If the Pawnees, 'rhi ... people were among the most numerous 
of the ~'Iissouri Indians, hut IJayp gTad\lally been dl&per!:>cd and broken, and even 
.ince the year 1797, have ulHl('rgone some s('tl<;ibJe (,hauges. '.rhey now comisf 
of f(ml' bands; the fil'~t i~ the 011e ju~t mentioned, of about five hundred men, 
10 whom of late years have been a.dded the seconrl band, who are called l'epub
lican PtnHlees, from their ba'ing lived on the repubJican branch of the river 
Kanzas, whence they emigrated to join the principal hand of Pawnees: the 
republican Pawnees amount to nearly two hundred and fifty men. The third, 
<ire the 'Pawnees Loups, or 'V olf }lawnees, who reside on the 'Y olf fork of the 
lllatte, about ninety miles from til<' principal PawncC'". a.nd number two hundred 
:lud eighty men. The fonrth hand originally rpsid(·d on the Kallzas and Arkan
saw, but in their war~ with the Osages, they were so often defeated, that they 
:"it last retired to their present position on the Red ri\ er, where they fOl'm a tribe 
of four huudrE><lmen, All tlu;se trihes live in "jUnges, and raise corn; but dUl ing 
the intf'rv1\ls of culture 1'0"(' in the plains in (Illest of buffaloe. 
&~nd tltem on tl1(> river, and westward of the Black mountains, are the 

Kanina"je8~h, consisting of about four hundred men. 'rhey m'e supposed to 
ll~\te emig'l'atf'd origmolly (rom the PaWlwrs nation; but they baH' degenerated 
from'thf' impro\'f'ments of t~ parent tribe, and 110 ~ollg'er live iIJ viJ1ages, but 
rove'through the plains. 

, Sti111t1rther to the westward, are severa) trihes, who wander and hunt on the 
SNt1reew"('jf tile rivet 1)J11tte,; dod thence to Rock MOllutain~ These tribes, or 
which.>. little mote· i§ khuwn 'tnan 'the names and the population, are first, th~. 
SttUclli,' ol'tlUte lodiuM, a small tribe'of one hundred men. They bave acquired 
the'bhme df ltitesJ fl'OM tlH,ir itying; that is, their being always ~n ho;seback; 
aMt/tbe'-In1t4lhlf" 'of their bumbets is to be attributed to their extreme ferocity' ; 

E 



they. are the most wnrlik~ of aJl thp western Tudmns ; tltey ne1"e1' yield in btittle; 
tlley nel'Cl' spare their enemies; and the retaliation of this bOl"barity has almost 
eRfin~rnishetl the natioJl. '1'11en ('vnH~ the 'Vetapahato, and Itiawa tn'bes, ft!8~ 
"ociated toO'ctlwl' and ftIHOUlUil1'Y 10 two lHHldrcd m~n; the Castahawa., ()'{ 1hree 
9 ~, ~ 

hundred mer., to whicb are to be added the Cataka of sevtmty .. fin men, and th 
DotaU1i. These wandering tribes, are conjectured to be. tbe remnsnts of the 
Great Padouca nation, who occupied the cpuntry between the upper parts of 
the river Platte, and the river Kanzas. They were visited by Bourgemont, in. 
172,1 amI then lived on the Kanza" river. 'fhe seats, which he degcribes as , . 
their residence, are now occupied hy the Kanzas nation; and of the PadotreOtf, 

there does 110t now exist flven the name . 
.Tuly 27. Having completed the object of our st.'ly, we set sail, with n ptE'l114 

ltant. breeze from the N. W. The two horses swam oyer to the southern shorE'. 
along which we went, pafolsing by ... an island, at three and a half miles, formed 
by a pond. fed by springs: three miles further is a large sand island, in the 
middle of the river; the land on the south being high, and covered with timber; 
tkat on the north, a high prairie. At ten and a half miles from (mr encamp .. 
ment, we saw Md ex.amined a curious collection of graves or mounds, on the 
lIouth side of the river. Not far from a Jow piece of land and a pond, is a tTaet 
of about two hundred acres in extent, which is covered with motmds of 
different heights, shapes, and sizes: some of sand, and some of both eartli a'n'd 
IHUld; the largest being nearest the river. These mounds indicate the position 
of the ancient village of the OUoes, before they retired to the pl'oteCtiotl 0' the 
Pawnees. Aftel' making fifteen miles, we encamped on the south, on the bank 
of a high bandsome prairie, with lofty cottonwood in groves, near the rrver. ' 

July 28. At one mile, this morning we reached a bluff, on the nortb, being 
the first highlands whieh approach the river on that side, 8ince we left the Raw 
dawa. Above thil, is an island and a creek, about fifteen yards wide, whieb. as 
i-. has no name, we called Indian Knob creek, from a ntUnber of rotmd'ltn# 
\}are of timber, on the highlands, to the nortb. A'1ittle helow the bluW, on: tile 
Mlth, is the ~ot where tlte Ayanway Indian~ fOr8lerly l\ved. They we~ n. 
branch of the Ottoes, and emigrated from this place to the river Desmoinet. 
.... t t~ and three quarter miles, we encamped on the north, opposit~ ab i$land~ 
in the middle of the fiver. The land, generally, on the north, consisttt of litg.ti 
prairie and wUs, with timber; on tlJe south, low and c~et'M witb'lcot'tonwotia~ 
Qur htln~ brough-' to 118 in the eveaing, a MisBO\lri-lYldian, whorn he'·lit\d fou«tl~ 
\'Vida 'wo- others, dreSlliDg 811 elk; they ' .. ere ~rfect\1 frienElt1,' gaver bnn'1MS~ 
of ~ awt~t, aud one of them agreed to MCOIDfany him to the boat. He is one 



o~\,hefew remaiu.iDg 'M~~onris,. WDo live wi1h the Ott008: be belongs to a sma.ll 
party, wl10se camp is four miles frotu the river; and he says, tbat the ~ody of the 
nation is now huuting buffaloe in the plains: he appeared quite sprig'htly, and 
his language resembled that of the Osage, particularly in his calling a chief, 
i»qa. We sent him. back with one of our party"next morning, 

Sun~, July j~, with au invitation to the Indians, to meet us above on the 
liver, and then proc.eeued. We soon came to a northern bend in the river, 
whieb runs witftin twenty yards ot Indian Knob cl'eek, th·~ water of which is 
five feet higher than that of the Missouri. In les~ than two miles, ~e pa!'Sed 
Boyeftl -creek on the »orth. of twenty-five yards width. 'Ve stoppeo to dine 
under a shade, near the highland on the south, and caught several laloge Cllt
&b, one of them nearly white, and all very fat. Above this hjghland~ we ob. 
served the traces of a great hurricane, which passed the river obliquely from 
N. W. to S. E. and tore u1' large trees, some of which perfectly sound, and four 
feet in diameter, were snapped oj· near the ground. We made ten miles to a 
wQOd on the north, where we encamped. The Missouri is much more crooked, 
since we passed the river Platte, though generally speaking, not so rapid; mOle 
of prairie, with less timber, and cottonwood in the low grounds, and oak, black 
w\\luut, hickory, and elm. 

July 30. We went early in the morning, three and a quarter miles, and en .. 
camped On the south, in order to wait far the Ottoe8. The land here consisw of 
jl. l>l~ above the higbwater level, the soil of which is fertile, and covered 'With 
a grass from five to eight feet high, inlerspP.rsed witl) copses of large plum~ and 
a curraat, like those of tlle United States. It also furnishes two species of ho .. 
neysuckle; one growing to a kind of shrub,. common about Harrodsburgh 
(K-entucky), the other iii not ~ high: the Bowers grow ill clasters, are tdlort, 
a..n(i of a light pink coloul';. the le~ves too, are distinct, and do not surround the 
5talk, a.& do those of the ~mop. honey~1.1dde of tlle U nite« States. Back of 
~l~ ,pl~ l$ a wo~ ,ridg~ .wout seventy feet above it, at the end of whicb 
~ft tQ.~ QUI' ca~p. . Tb~, r¥,ige Bel»}1'ates ,he }Qwtr froUl it higher prairie, of 
a ,and q\lal,i.ty, with g~'i~,\ 0' ten or twelve inche$ in height, and extending 
bAC~ abp\l. a mile, to .aDC?t~r elevation of eighty or ninety feet: beyOl'ld :wbich 
is o,l~, cpnt~~~ plain. Ne!At Q¥t;) Ctll~', we enjoy f\'on1 the bluBS a mt>St beau .. 
t.ifq~~~w ~f the l1ive.r~ and ~ '~~~, opaptry. At a ~tarroe, varyring ,ftttllj 
~!):J~ tell m~~$, ~_of, ,a ht!!gb~J~wee •. ~ve~ty.~.d tlhPee lJUlldted fee •• t"q 
~H~t.~:anp!j,~f 9~leIi~eI:.,. ,~~, to !thl? MiSiOH1'i, whicft 60ft. ,.a, 
~:',':ifP~, bei~, th~Ql.~ .1~ it& .wmwnlt course. iC~betlf tn"" .iI.fow 

£2 , 



islands, the ~cattcrecl cott.oIlwood, elm, sye81ll0re, lynn, and ash. ana too g4'oves 
are interl'lpersetl with hickory, walnut, cofii:euut J aud oak. 

J ulv :leI. The meridian llltitucle of tlns Jay made the latitndo of our camp 
41° 1~'· 1 hI!, The huutel's supplied us with decr, turkieit. g't)Cbe, and JJW.Vt#f j 

one of the l~!o.t ,\ as caught ali\\', and in u ,ery short tJUIC wa~ perfectly tamed, 
Catiibh arc Vf'rv ahundant in the river, and we haH! also seen 0. bua'aloefish. . ~ 

One of our mcn brought in ) esterday an animal called, by the Pawnees, chocar. 
toosh, alld, laIy the Fn'llch, blail'cau, or baJg'cr. The eveuing' is cool, yet the 

musquitoes are !>till ,cry trouhlesome. 
'Ve wmled with Hluch UDAlety the return of our meSf)cnger to the Ottoes. 

'}'he lUen whom we dc~patdJt;d to our last encalllpnwllt, retul'Dcd without having 
~f'f'n un) appearance of ih ha\ iug heen' visltc(L Our horses too bad strayed; 
but we "ere so fortunate as to recover them at the distance of t\\"elvc miles. 
Our apprehensions were at lellgth relic\ cd by the arrlval of a party of about 
fourteen Ottoe aud 1\lif>~OUl'i Iudullls, who came at sunset, on the second of 
Augnst, accompanied hy a }'rcndnuan, who resided among them, unO. interpret
ed for Uf>. Captains Lewis arHt Clarke went out to meet them, and told them 
that we would hold a couBcilm the morning. In the mean time we sent them 
"OlUt:' J'oa~t(·d meat, pork, flOlll', and meal; in return for which they uwde us a 
prc.,cut of \\ atermdOll'" "e leanwd dlat OUl' man Liberte had f>d out fn,m 
their cump a day befole tllem: we "cre in hope~ that he )md fatig'ued his Il(~stt. 
or 10<.;t him:-..df in the \\ oods, and would soon retul'll; but we nevel' .... aw hiD). 
agam. 

August 3. The next Illomin.g the lndian~, with their six (·hiefs, \\ ere -all as .. 
sembled under an awning'. formed with the wall1f>ail, in presence of all our party, 
paraded for the occasion. A speech was tbe!l made, allllouncing to them the 
change in the governrnent. onr proull~cs of Pl'otecti(m, Bnd ad"ice as to their 
future conduct. All the six dllef~ replied to our speech, each in his turn, n.c,.. 
('ording to rank: they exprt:'s~ed their joy at the change iu the government ; 

their hopes that" e would recotHlUcnd them to their great t'atb.er (the· presidCQt), 
~bat thry might obtain trade and neceH"aries; they wanted arms 8S well for 
huntipg ~.s fOl' ~defence, aud u&ked our medlatiob between them and tbe l\bbu, 
with -w:hoPl they are now at war. 'Ve promised to do so, and wished sOllne.of 

them. to' accompany.us to that nation, ,whiqh" they decbued.. fot' f~r of being 
killed by them. We then proceeded to distribute our ptaes~. . rrhe gr ..... 
fiBief of the nation not bejog of the Farty., we :sent him, a. Bag, a mEdal, and lIOflJe 

o.rnamen'ts for,clothing. ,To the lIi~,.:~fi wlw we~presen~, we glue a_eaal 
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of the, second grade to one Ottue chief, and one Mi'.isol11-j chief; a medal of ttle 
third grade to two inff>rlor chiefs of each nation: the cl1stomary modc'of reco~'. 
tiizing a chief, being to place a Ulcdal round his neck, which is cllnsidcl'«'\ 
amonJr his tribe 89 a proof of his consideration ahroad_ E:H'h of thcse medal .. 

I:" • 

waR u(~compnnicd by a present of paint, g"ltrtel's, and ('loth oru·amehts of dress; 
and to this we adderJ a cannister of powder, a hottle of \vhiskcy, aud a few pre
sents to the whoh-, which appoarcJl to make them pClofcctly satisfied. 'rile air
gUll too was fired, and astonished them gTcatly, The absellt grant! chief was au 
Ottoe, named \Veahrushhnh, which, ill .English, degenerates luto Little 'thief, 
'l~he two' principal chieftnins present were, ~honglltollg'o, or Big Horse; and 
Wethea, or Hospitality; also 8hosg-uscan, or \Vhite Horse, an Ottoe: the first 
an OUoe, the second a MifoiSOuri, The incidents just related, induced us to give 
to this place the mnnc of the Conneil-bluff; the situation of it 1s excce/Hngly 
favonrahle for a fort mul tnuling' factory, .. " the soil is well calculated for bricks, 
and there is an nhu,nclance of wood in the neighbourhood, and t.he air being' pUI'e 

and healthy, It is also central to the chief rf>sorts of the Indian'!: one day's 
journey 10 the Ottoes; one and a half to the great Pawne(>s; two days from the 
'Mahas; two and a qnal'ter from the Pawnees Loups village; convenient to the 
lnmting grounds of the Sioux; and twenty-five days journey to Santa Fe. 

The ceremonies of the council being concluded, we tict sail iu the aftemoon, 
uud eO('l\mped at the distance of five miles, on the south side, where we found 
the mnf;qnitof's vcr)' troublesome. 

Angust 4, A vioh'lIt wind, aecompanitll by rain, pl1l'ified and cooled the at
roospheTe last nig-ht; we proeeeded early, aud r('adw.l a vcry narrow part of 
the rivt'r, "hert' the ('hamll'l is confincll within a spaee of two hundred j'urds, by 
a sand point on the north, and a bend on 1he south; the hanks in the Ile\gh
bOllrhood washing away, the t.rees falling in, and the chan.nel filled with huried 
logs, ,Above this is a tt'adil'lg house, on the south, whel"t~ one of our part)' pa~s
~d two ye~t.rs) trading with the l\fahas. At nearly four miles, i" a creek on the 
south., Nl!tpt",jng OfllltJSite a large island of sand; between this creek anti. our last 
night'a, en~ampme\\t, the rive,' ha.s "-'hanged its be'd, anti. enCl:oached 011 the 
8Oll~rn tt'hore. Ahout two nli~~ further, is another creek on the south, whi('h, 
\\ke4he t{)rmer, 1-S the Quth>t of three ponds, communicating with'each other, an,d 
~l'IMing a·small lake, which is ,fed by streams from the h~Jh1aru..is, At fi.ftee~ 
\nile .. w~ 'enca'Ml'ed on the south. The hills on both sides of the'river are netl:l'
iyltWebJ41 4)r ,tiiieen' hllles frO'ft\ eat:h otbel' ;' those of the north containing $or6e 
i&imherl,wlUl!1t the bill. of,the 'SOuth 'are without any C'Overing; except s-OlUe'scat
~l'ing wood in the ,'avines, and, near where the creeks P~\sS into the hills; rich 
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plains !1lltl prniries o.c(,l1(fying' the intermediate space, and pllrtiMly ~Pd, hf:" 
the water, with cottonwood. There has been a great deal of pumice Itone Oft 

the shore to-day. 
August 5. We set out early, and, by means of our oars, made twenty and a 

batf miles, '~houg'h the riYer ~as crowded with sandlml'8. On both sides the 
prairies extend along the river; the banks being cove1'f·d with great qo~ntjtie. 
of grapes, of which three different species f are no", Tipe; OM large and I'e'" 

sembling the· purple g-rape. We had some rain this monling. nttended by high 
wina; but g"('nerally speaking, have remarked that thunder storms are leiS fre
quent tllan in the Atlantic states, at this season. Snakes too are less frequent, 
tliongh we killed one to-day of the shape and size of thE' rattlesnake, but of ... 
lighter colonr. We fixed our camp on the north sille. In the evening, Captain: 
Clarke, in pursuing some game, in all eastern direction, found himsclf at the dis. 
tance of three hundred and seventj. yards from the camp, at a point of the Myel' 

whence we had flome twelve miles. When the water is high, this peninsula ii 
overflowed, and judging from the customary and notorious changes in the riTer, 
a few years will be sufficient to force the main current of the river across, and 
lea\'e the great bend dry. The whole lowland between the parallel range of 
hills seems forme,fof mod or ooze of the river, at some former period, mixed 
with sand and clay. The sand of the neighbouring banks accumntates with the 
aid of that brought down the stream, and forms sandbars, projecting into tim 
river; tbese drive the channel to the opposite hanks, the loose tex~ af which 
it undermineR, and at length deserts its ancient hed for a new and sborterpas ... 
W<lge; it is thus tbat the banks of the Missouri aTe constantly faUing, and the 
!iver changing its bed. 

August 6. In the Il10l1ling, after a violent storm ofivind and rain·from N. W .. 
we passed a large island to the north. In the channel separating it fr&fJll tow 
.bore, a creek called 801diel"s river enters; the is~nd kept it fr<>m ()ttr vimt, 
but one of om men who had seen it, represents it as Sbf>llt forty yaMS wide • 
its mOl?th. At fivp miles, we caJtJe to a bend o( the: tiWtt t&W'ards the D&rtb, 
a sandb&r, n.lllping in from the south, bad turne(l its COUrse R() as to leave tbe C1td 
c}}aBnel (Iuite dry. We again saw the same appeatal\~e at 'Our encampmeDtj 
twenty and a half miles distant on the north side.' Hete the ehanfHd &1f 1;1., 
river had encroached south, and the old he'd was' witbtmt watet',Jmt~pt .,Id_ 
ponds. The sandbars arE! stilt 'Very numerons. ~. 

" .Au~t 7. We had anot'bet st~ fl'Otn the N. w:; itt 'the ... of the-' tad 
~Dg; ill thE" morning' ~e proceeded, bavitlg t~ wind ,tJtbdHtltf 1l~1 atliIl' 
encamped 00 the nortlfeni skore, !av'ihg rowed seteifta,tr, tDifes.~ ~ift"',. 
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1wre encambered witb sandbars, but no islands, except two sman ones, called 
Det~chment islands, and formed on the south side by a small stream .. 

We despatched four men back to the OttOeH village in quest of onr man, 
Liberte, and to apprebend one of the soldiers, who left us on the 4th, under 
pretence of recovering a knife which he had dl'o~ed a short dis,tanc~ behind, and 
woo we fear has de'iCrted. We also sent small prcseuts to the Ottoes and Mis
souris, and requested that they would join us at the Maha village, where a peace 
might be concluded between then). 

August 8. At two miles distance, tbis morning we came to a part of the Aver, 
whel'e dlere was concealed timber difficult to pass. The wind was from the 
N. W. Rnd we proaeeded in safety. At six miles, a river empties on the northern 
side, called by the Sioux J naians, Eaneabwadepon, or Stone river; and by the 
French, Petit-e Rivit:re des Sioux, Ol' Little Sioux river. At its confluence il is 
eighty yards wide. Our illtp.rpreter, Mr. Durion, who has been to the sources 
of it, and knows the adjoining coufttry, says that it rises within about nine miles 
of the river Desmoines; that within fifteen leagues of that river it passes 
through a larg.e lake nearly sixty miles in circumference, and divided into two 
parts by roeks which approach each otber very closely: its width is various: it 
eootains many islands, and is known by the name of the Lac d' Esprit: it is near 
the Dog-plains, and within four days marc11 of the Mahas. The country wa
tered by it, is open and undulating, and may be visited in boats up the river for 
some-distance. 1'be Desmoines, he adds, is about eighty yards wide where the 
Little Siot'lX river approaches it: it is shoaly, and one of the principal branches 
is called Cat river. Two miles beyond this river i'l a long island which we 
called Pelican island, from the numbers of that animal which were feeding on 
it: O1'Ie of these being killed, we poured into his bag five gallons of \\' ater. An
elk-, .0, was shot, and we had again to remark that snakes are rare in this part 
of t.be 1\liHsouri. A u}eridian altit.ude near the Little Sioux river made the la.ti
~e-41~ 4~' at". ,We encamped on the north, having come sixteen miles. 

August 9. A thick fog detained us until past seven o'clock, after which we 
plOCeedefl with a gentle breeze from the south-east. After passing two sand
bars-we relul.hed, at seven and a half miles, a point of high land ob the left, near 
wk. the rj,er lias fo,ced itself a channel across a peninsula, leaving 011 the 
IigAt,a. eirouit ef twelve or ei,g,bteen ~iJes~ which is no~ recognised by the 
p<>nds and islands it contains. At seventeen aod a half miles, we reached a 
po~t -l:Jre JKft1.h, ",qet'e wv . .ellftmped. Tbe hills are at a gr~at distance from 
u.\ 1'1v.,.fp."tbCll l.t· Jevetal ~ ~ tire land on both sides low, aoo· covered 
w;itlh '~oo4·._d ~~.(.)f grape ~ines .. An elk was,seen to-day, a 



11ll'key al:;o shot, and nCl}r our camv is a. Lctl\er den: tU.c l~l,-q\&itOClJ, ll~ VB beel.l 
more trouhle:.oUl(;: than ever for the t" 0 la~t du) So 

Aucrmt' 10. At two and a half miles, we came to a place called Coupee a 
I:) 

Jacqne,>, where the rive!" ha~ found a IlLW bed. a.nd a\ll'idg-ed a circu.it Qf ~entt'Jd 
miles: at h; elye and a half mile.." a ..:hfi- of) cllow &toue on ,tJ,l~ Id't. 'i'bjb 1.) 

the first 111" 11 laml lwar tIl(> l'in:r abO\ e the Council.-hl\lff. ,Aftor Pfl.I!I~llg ~ IHun· 
b ~ 

hel' of sand-hal" we r(>ael1cI1 a '" 11Icm i1>land at the di.tance of twenty-two 3ll(1 a 

ll~lf milt''i, ".1lich we "ere ellahlt',l to do "lLh ollr 011\'1> and a "wd from the 

S. W. and encamped 011 the lIorth :,ide, 

Angll'it 11. After a' iolent wind from the X. "-. ~ttcnded with ram, ''fe 
sailed alourr the rig-Ilt of the i~land. _\.t ncarh file mile:" we halted on tl~ o ~ 

soutb ~ide fol' the purpo..,c of exalllllling a ~pot ,,11erl.. oue of the great chicf~ ui 

the lUaha." named Blackbird, who dird about foul' yeats ago of the /ilUaUpOX, 
wa" buried. A hill of yellow soft sand-))tone rise~ from the I'i, er iu 1J1u1i~ ut 
,-arions h('ights, till it en<h in a ki:On about three hundred feet above the water; 

on tllC top of this a lllouud" of twch e fed diameter at thc I>n~, and su. fce~ high, 
j., rallied ovet' the body of tIt£' deceased king; a pole of about e;ght fect high ~ 
flxed in the celltrc; on \\ Illch we placed a white flag. bordercd wlth red, blue, 

a.nd white. ffhe Bluck ),inI secm., to have been a perloQnage of great cOlls.ider~ 

ation, for eyer .,illC'(· hi .. tIt'ath he i~ ~lIppli~d with pro, if!>ions, froUl tiJpe ~ tifll~ 

hy thr ~uperstitiol1s l'egaru of the Maba ... ,Ve uer,cended to the river ami p~ 
a small tTf>ck on the :,outh, called, by the Mahus, W &;ucaudjpeech~ (Grep.t SP1"": 
Tit i~ had.) Near thi~ creek aud the adjoining hill~ the Mabus h~d q. vjl~g~ 
and lo!'lt four hundred of their nation ~y the drcadfJll lll~lady w.hich de~royed. 
the Blackbird. The mt I-idiun altitude made the latitude 42° l' 3~" n~rth. lYe 
encamped, at !-c, enteen llIjle~ di~tauc(', 011 the north !tiue ill ~ bel~d,of the J'~ver. 

During our day's cour~e it lIa.., b('1:1l crooked; we oLserved a number of.l)ac~ 

in it wh('I'e the old channel i1> filled up, or grad~~Uy h;e~omin.i covered lV,~~4 
willow aw] cottonwood; great numLcrlo of Iwrons a,~~ ~b~ervt:u ,to-day" 6t\ul ~ 
mU'lquitol''' anno) us V{"') much. ' 

AU;:l1st 1:2. A geutle breeze from the sou~h, cani~d" u~, alvng about ten ~des, 
when" (. stopr~Jd to take a meridian altitude, aud sent a mall acrOSj to OIU' l',l~ce 

I, ~ $, ~ 11m"" 
of ohsel'Vution ~ e~terday: he stepped nine l~l111drc(~ ~~a se".cllty-fou~~i¥8s,., ~ 
the distance we had, come round, was eigh.teen nntes, and thrt!e q\la~~, :r~. 
"'VCI' is wider and shallower than ll~ua1. Four mile8~ be,-ond tbil qb~4 ~ ,qJp[ 
begins, and contiuues sc, eral miles; on the &puth it .riS?s from tb~ 1V",~ ,a!M}{J 
~nt hrights, from twenty to one hundred aDd fifty ~ feet, a~4..~j~~wt ~ #.I~ 
~ede'S'on~he river: it consists of yellow and LrolVD clq, ",i~4 soft ,s~~e~,. 



befWM ia it, MI4 .. ~v""..nth timber, amGllA' wbida maJ be o""ed ~ 
red eedv: the lands OR the oppGIite ~de t.re low nd su\jeet to immdation. hla 
eontain willo1fa, ~nwood, and lDUy grape.. A prairie-wolf caJDe n.ear the 
haM: ad 1Mut:~ at UII; we atte.~ unsuccessfully to take hi... Thit pert 
of the river abounds in beaver. We encampe;i on a sand ialtnd D a b.d to 
the north, k\'iftg'mflde tWMty miles and a quarter. 

August 18. Set eut lit daylight. with a breeze from the lOuth-eut, and ..... 
severat sandbars. Between teft and eleven miles, we came to a spot on the 
south, where a Mr. Madeay had a trading establiabment in the yean 1706 ad 
1'798, whie"" he called Fort Cbartee. At fourteen miles, we reached a creek oa 
the toUth, on which the Mabas reside, and at 8evnteen miles ao.d a qUKter, 
funned a camp Oil a !48.ndbar, to the sooth side of the riftl', opposite the lower 
point of a large island. From this place Sergeant Ordway and four men were 
detached to the Maha village with a fta~ and a present, ill order to induce them 
to come and hold a council with us. They retumed at twehe o'cIo('k the nest 
day, August 14. After crossing a prairie ro.ered with high gt'M!I, they reaclaed 
the Maba creek, along which they proceeded to its three forks, which join DeU' 

the village: they crossed the rtorth braocb and went along the soath; the walk 
wu very fatiguing, as they were fOl"eed to break their way through grass, sun· 
Bowen, atld thistlet, all .Me ten feet high, aMi iatenpersed widt wild pe-. 
Pite miles from our camp they reached the powitiOill of the ucieat Maha vil. 
lage: it bad once consisted of three hmtdred cabiM, bat was bum ahoot eo. 
years ago, soon after the 8lBeUpo'X had destroyed Mar hundred men, and a ,.... 
pottion of women and children. On a hill, in the rear of tile .iUage, are ... 
grll\>es of tIte nation; to the sooth of which mns the fOrk of the Malta ereekJ 
this they crOS8ed ","ere it was about ten yards wide, and followeel * eour. .. 
the MitlJO..m, paning along a Mge of hill for oae aDd a half mi., ... lone 
pond beC"1MIl diat ancI the MisaMlri: they thea I'eCroIEd dae lIaim. creek, ad .ri:"" «tie eenp.. haviltf fM!ea no track. ol Indi ... nor any lip of ..... 
~ivation. 

'Ill the ~oniing 11th, SOMe !MIl wen II8IIt to exa.w. die qaue .alarp 
~ ftom .. fterth..east, aIHI wmeh leeIMd to _icate that....., l_a8l.eN 
n~ar; bat they found that a small party, who had lately pa_ed that ,.y" ... 
1tft ... ~ butniDg, and that tile wiDd from dlat fluai'ter blow'" _ok.e 
dh~ ~I t.: Otrr artftp Ii • .tJoot three mil. north ..... m. the D~ 
.. ~~, a1id 11 in Jatitede ft' 13* 41"'. The acooatl .... Ilaft ~ of 9-
etr'eetit (Jf diM .aJIilot .. that Datioa are mDllt .tistressmg; it .. apt kaown ill 
wtM 'ftr"t"ftI &it ~"'-d to them. ttaourh probaItlyltJ ... wv 
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part~. . They had' heeD a mili.tal'Y and powerful peoP~; btl' JWhen tUe~ JV~r
rioTs saw their 'Strength .. utmg before a malady whICh they could not resIst, 
their phrensy was extreme; they bUl"nt their village, .and many of them put to 
death their wives and children, to lave them from SQ cl"Uel an a1Ilictiou, and that 
. all migbt ga together to some 6etter country. 

On the 16th, we still waited for the Indians: a party w.,I gone out yesterday 
to the Maha creek, which 'tVa!!! dammed up b~ the beaver between the camp and 
the village: 'a second went to-day. Tbey made a killd of drag with small wil
lows" and bark, and swept the creek: the first company brought three hundred 
and eighteen, the second upwards of eight hundred, consisting of pike, bass, fish 
resembling salmon, trout, red horse, buff'aloe, one rockfish, oue 6atback, perch, 
cattish, a small species of perch called, on the Ohio, silverfish, a &hrimp of the 
.ame size, shape and flavour of those about New Orleans, and the lower part of 
the Mississippi. We also fouud ury fat muscles; and on the river as well as 
the creek, are different kinds of ducks and plover. The wlUd, which in the 
morning had been from the north-west, shifted round in the evening to the bouth
east, and as usual WE' had a breeze, which cooled the air and relieved us from 
the musquitoes, who generally give us great trouble. 

Friday 17. The wind continued frorn the soutb-east, and the morning was 
fair. l\7e observe about us a grass resembling whcat~ excf'pt that the grain is 
like rye, also some similar to both rye and Qarley, and a kind of timothy, the 
aeed 6f which branches from the main stock, and is more like a flax-seed than a 
timothy. III the evening, one of the party sent to the Ottoes~ returned with the 
iofornaUion that the rest were oou.ing on with the deserter: they had albo 
caught Liberte, but, by a trick, he made his e8(!ape: they were brinj'ing three 
of the chiefs in order to engage our assillotance in making peace with the Mahas. 
This nation having left their village, that desirable purpose cannot be effected; 
but in order to bring in any neighbouring tribes, we set the surrounding prairies 
on fire. 'fhis is the customary signal made by traders w. apprize tbe Indians oi 
their arrival: it is also used between different nations aH aD jndication of ~l 
event which t~ey have previously agreed to anD()Wlce in *bat way; and as ~oon 
u.it • seen collects the neighbouring tribesj unlejJ tbey apprehend ttl'!ot it is 
made by their enemies. , , 

Aupt 18. In the afternoon the party arrived wi&h the Inc1iaq~, cODsi.ting 
of the Little Thief and the BigcBorse, whom we had teen on the thu,d, togqher 
witll six ,other chie(~ and a Freflch ,interpreter. We ~ef. tbe~J UIlder a shade, 
Iud after they had 6uished 8 repast with which we SGpplied t4pm, "e iRq~ired 
into tao origin of the war bet1feeD' -then! and the Xabu, Which ~Y., "'. 



with great frankness. It seems that two of the Miisouris went to the Mabu to. 
steal horses, but were detected and killed; the OUoes and Missourilf' thought 
themselves bound to avenge their compaIDoos, and the wbole nations were at 
last obliged to share in the dispute; they are also in fear of a war from the 
Pawnees, whose village they entered this summer. while the inl\abitants were 
hunting, and stole tJleir corn. This ingenuous confession did not make us the 
less desirous of negociating a peace for them; but no Indians have as yet been 

• attracted by our fire. The el'ening was closed by a dance; and tlle next day, 
August 19, tbe chiefs and warriol's being assembled at ten o'clock, we ex

plained the speech we had already sent from the Council-bluffs, and renewed 
our advice. They all replied in turn, and the pre~ents were then distributed: 
we exchanged the small medal we had formerly given to the Big Horse for one 
of the same size with that of Little 'fhief: we also gave a small medal tCI a third 
chief, and a kind of certIficate or letter of acknowledgment to five of the warri
ors, expressive of OUi' favour and their good intentions: one of them djssatisfied, 
retuMled us the certificate; but tIle chief, fearful of OUI' being offendt:d, begged 
that it might be restored to him; thil!l we declined, and rebuked them severely 
for having in view mere traffic instead of peace with their neighbours, This 
displeased them at first; but they'at length all petitioned that it shou1«1 be given 
to the warrior, wh() then came forward and made an apology to us; we tben de-
1jl'ered it to the chief to be given to the most worthy, and he bestowed it on the 
same wart·jor, whose name was Great Blue Eyes. After a more substantial 
present of small articles and tobacco, the council was ended with a dram to the 
Indians. J n the evening we exhibited different oLje('ts of curiosity, and paTti. 
cularly the airgun, which gave them great surprise. Those people are almost 
naked, having no covering, except a sort of breechcloth round the middJe, with 
a loose blanket or buffaloe robe painted, thrown over them. The Dames of these 
warrion, besides those already mentioned were Karkapaha, (or C l'OW' shead) 
~nd Nenasawa (or Black Cat) Missouris; and Sananona (or Iron Eyes) Nes
waunja (or Big Ox) Rtageaunja (or Big Blue Eyes) and Wasashaco (or Brave 
Man) all Ottoes. These tWG tribes sl>eak very nearly the same language: they 
an bEfg'ged us to gi'Ve them whiskey. 

'fhe next morning, August 20, the Indians mounted their horses and left us, 
ba'ring reeeived tr cannister of whiskey at parting', We tben set sail, and after 
passing two islands on the north, came to on that side under some bluft's ~ the 
6.r8t near the river siBee we left the Ayauwa viUage, Here we had the misfor
tUlle to lose one or oar sergeants, Charles Floyd. He was yesterday seized 
'"itb a bflions dlolic, aad all GUt ~e and attqtion WW~ Mleifectual to relie'Ve , 
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him: a little before his deatlt, he laid to Capbia Clarke, " I am gom, tv 

leaVe yoo't his strength failed him 81 he added" I wat YOII to write ~e a let
ter ;t' bu, he died with a cOID)108ore which jutified the high opiniou we, had 
formed of his firmness and good conduct. He was buried on the top of the 
'bluff with the honours due to a 'brave ""ldier; and the Itla.ce of his interlJl9l1t 
marked by a cedar post, on which his name and the day o( his death were in
scribed. About a mile beyond this place, to which we gave Lis name, is a 
small river abbut thirty yards wide, on the north, which we called Floyd's river. 
wher~ we encamped. We had a breeze from the south-east, and made thirteen 
miles. , 

August 21. The same breeze from the south-east carried us by a small willow 
creek on the north, about one mile and a half above F1oyd'~ river. Here began 
a range of bluffs which continued till near the mouth of the great Sioux river, 
three milell beyond Floyd's. This.iver comes in from tbe north, and is about 
one hundred and ten yards wide. Mr. Durion, our Sioux interpreter, who is 
well acquainted with it. says that it is navigable upwardtl of two lU1Ildred miles 
to t.he FaiJs, and even beyond them; that its sources are near tbose of the St. 
:Peter's. He also says, that below the FaUs a creek falls in from the eastward, 
after passing through cliffs of red rock: of this the Indians make their pipes; 
and the necessity of procuring that article, bas introduced B sort of law of na
tionl, by which the banks of the creek are sacred, and even tribes at WB.· m~e[ 
without hostility at these quarries, which possess a'right of Mylum. 'rhus we 
~nd even among savages certaiD principles deemed ~red~ by which the rigours 
of their merciless sygtem Qf warfare are mitigated. A sense of common danger, 
where stronger ties are wanting, gives all the biudiIlg force of more solemn 01>
ligatioM. The importance of preserving the known and settled rules ot warfare 
among civilized nations, in aU their integrity, becomes Htrikingly evident; since 
e'fen 'savages, with their few precarious wants, caun~ exilit in a state of peace 
or war where this faith is' once violated. The wind became southerly, and blew 
wi~h sueh violence that we took a reef in our sail: it also blew tbe sand front 
Ge ban in such quantities, that we could I10t see the channel at aDY di!ilt~,nce 
ahead. At four and a quarter miles, we came to two willow islapds~ ~l'Ond 
~hich are several sandbars; and at twelve miles, a ~t where the M'ahai once 
lia~ a'Vlllage, DOW D8 longer existing. We again paUid a Dumber of sandbars; 
aild encamped on the south; having come twenty_four'lanc1' three quarter mltes~ 
'f!t~ Country through which we passed has the samt "ulform appearance ever 
.n~ ~e i,eft,tbe river PJatte: rich low..growads ne.r' the river, 8ucceeded by 
un~g prairies, with ti.~r Dear th.e w&ten. 'I'~e w<ittea ltel1! I~. to..: 



37 
day on the sudbeaehea 1;0 the SOQdl; we also procured an excellent fruit, re
sembling a red currant, growing on a ihru.b like the privy, and about the heicbt 
of a wild plum. 

August 22. About three miles distant, we joined the JDeI1 who bad been 
sent from the Maha village with our horses, and }Vho brought u.s two deer. The 
bluW, or hill. whicb reach tbe river at this place, on the south, clmtaiu alWll, 
copper-a.", cobalt whtch had the appearance of soft isinglaas, pyrites, and sand • 
.tone. the two 6rltt very pure. Altove this bluff comes in a small. cree~ on the 
iOUth, which we call Rologe creek. Seven miles above is another cli6, on the 
same side, of alum rock, of a dark brown colour, containing in its crevices 
great qoantities of cobalt, cementfd "hells, and red earth. From this the river 
bends to t.he f'astward, a.Qd appro~hes the Sioux river within three or {ow 

miles. We sailed tAe greater part of the day, and made nin~eeo milei to OW' 

camp on the north side. The sandbars are as lljual nUUlerous: there are alao 
considerable traces of elk; but none are yet seen. Captain Lewis in proving 
the quality of some of the IlUbstances in the 6rst clifT, wu cODiiderably injured 
by the fumes and taste of the cobalt, and took some strong medicine to relieve 
him from its effects. 'rhe appearance of these mineral substances enables us to 
account for disorders of th,e stomach, with which the party had been affected 
since they left the river Sioux. We had been in the habit of dipping up the 
water of tbe J'iver inadvertently and making use of itt tin, on examination, the 
sicknes~ was thought to proceed from a scum covering the surface of the water 
along the bouthern :-.hore, and wLich, as we now discovered, proceeded from 
these bluffs, The men had been ordered, before we reached the bluffs, to agi
tate the water, so as to disperse the scum, and take the water, not at the sur
face, but at some depth. 'fhe consequence W85, that these disordcn ceased: 
the biles too which had afflicted the men, were not observed beyond the !Sioux 
river. In order to supply the place of Serjeant Floyd, we permitted the men to 
I\ame three persons, and Patrick Gass having the gl'eatest number of votes wali 
ltlade a sergeant. 

Augtl8t 23. We set <')ut early, and at four miles came to a small run between 
cli1fs of yellow and blue earth: the wiud, however, soon changflld, and blew so 
hard from the west, that we proceeded very slowly; the fine sand from the bar 
being driven in such clouds, that we could scarcely see. Three and a quarter 
miles b,ey?nd thlS rUD, we came to a willow island, and a'sand island opposite, 
.,nd,encamped OIl the south side, at ten and a quarter miles. On the north side 
is an,,~xteD~ive and delight~u,I p'~irie, which we called Buffaloe p~airie~ from 
WI' ~*r.ng "b.~re~killedthe first, bp1faloe. Two elks sw~ the.ljver to-day ~d 
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were fired at, hut escaped: a deer was killed from the hoat; one beaver was 
killed; and several prairie wolves were seen. 

August 24. It began to rain last night, and continued this morning: we 
proceeded, however, two and a quarter miles, to the commencement of a bluff 
of blue clay, about one hundred and eighty, or one hundred and ninety feet on 
the south side: it seems to have been lately on fire; and enn now the ground 
is so wann that we cannot keep our hands in it at any depth: there are strong 
appearances pf coal, and also great quantiti~'i of cobalt, or a crystalized sub
stance resembling it. There is a fruit now ripe which looks like a currant, ex
cept that it is double the size, and grows on a bush like a privy, tbe size of a 
damson, and of a delicious flavour; its Indian name means rabbit-berries. We 
then passed, at the distance of about seven miles, the mouth of a creek on the 
north side, called by an Indian name, meaning Whitestone river. The beau
tiful prairie of yesterday, has changed into one of greater height, and very 
smooth and extensive. We encaDlped on the south side, at ten, and a quarter 
mi1es~ and found ourselves m\1ch annoyed by the musquitoes. 
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CHAP. III. 

WHIMSICAL INSTANCE OF SUPERSTITION OF THE SIOlJX INDIANS--C017NCII. HBLD WJTH 

THB SJ01)X -CHARACTER OF THAT TRIBE. TREIR MANNBRS, &C.- A llDICllJ.OVS 

INSTANCE OF l'HIUB HBROIlM-A..NCIENT PORTIl'JCATlONS-{)UJCUBRB .nEB DB

SCRIBED-VAST HERDS OF BUFFALOE-ACCOUNT OF THE PETIT CHIEN OR LITTLE DOG 

--NARROW ESCAPE OF GhORGE SHANNON-DESCRIPTION OF WHITERIVEll-SlJR'JIIUS

INU FI.~ETNESS OF THE ANTELOPE-PASS THE RIVER OF THE SIOlJX-DESCllIPTION 

OF THE GRAND DE TOUR, OR GREAT BEND--ENCAMP ON THE TETON }UVIUt. 

AUGUST 25. Captains Lewis and Clarke, with ten men, went to see an object 
deemed very extraordinary among all the neighbouring Iudians. They dropped 
down to the mouth of Whitestone river, about thirty yards wide, where they 
left the boat, and at the dl&tance of two hundred yards, ascended a rising ground 
from which a plam extended itself as far as the eye could discern. After walk
ing four ITllles, they crossed the ('reek where it is twenty-three yards wide, ~n. 
walel's un (xtensive vall(·y. The heat wa~.so oppressive that we were obliged 
to send hack our dog to the creek, as he was unable to bear the fatigue; and it 
was not till after four hours march that we reached the object of our vist. This 
was a large mound in the midst of the plain about N. 20° W, from the mouth 
of Whitestone river, from which it is nine miles distant. The base of the 
mound is a regular parallelogram, the longest side being about three hundred 
lards, the soorter sixty 01' seventy: from the longest side it rises with a steep 
• ascent from the north find south to the height of sixty-jive or seventy feet, 
leaving on the top a level plain of twelve feet in breadth and ninety in length. 
The north and south extremities are connected by two oval bord6rs which serve 
as new bases, and divide the whole side into three steep but regular gradatiC:»IlI 
from the plain. The only thing characteristic in this hill is,' jt~ extreme symme
try, and this, together with its being toWly detached frow the other h1lls which are 
at the distance Qf eight or niDe miles, would induce a belief that it was artificial; 
but,as the earth and the loo'le pebbles w bieh oompose it, are arranged exactly like tbe 
.teep grolU1iilson the bonier» oitha creek, we concluded from this similarity oftexmre 



that it might be Batural. ' But the Ind ians have made it a great article of th8ir su .. 
perstition: it iii called the mountain of Little People, or Little Spirits, and they 
believe that it is the abode of little devils. in the human form, of about eighteen 
inches high, and with remarkably large heads; they are armed with sharp arrows, 
with which they are very skilfttl, and are always on the watch to kill those who 
sltould have the hardihood to appt'oach their residence. 'fhe tradition is, that 

" many have suffered from these little evil spirits, and among others, three Maba 
Indians feU r. sacrifice to them a few yeart ·since. This has inspired aU the 
neig:hbouring nations, Sioux, Mahas, and Ottoes, with such terror, that no can
trid~ratiOll ~oold temfJt them to vuut the hill. 

We SftiV none of the~ wicked little spirits, nor any place for them, except 
some small holes ~cattered over the top: we were happy enough to escape their 
vengeance, though we remained some time on the mound to elljoy the delightful 
prOSptl<-'t of thQ plain, which spreads itself out tIll the eye rests upon the N. W. 
hills at a great distance, and those of the"'N. E. still farther off, enlivened by 
large herds of buffaloe feeding at a distance. The f'oil \.If the~e plains i" exceed~ 
ingly tine; there is, however, no timber except on the Missouri; all the wood of 
the Whitestolte river not being mfilcient to cover thickly one huudretl l)ues. 
TJle pi_in eountry whioh surrounds this mound has contributed not a Jitt,k to it& 
bad reputation: the wind driviug from every direction o'-er the level groun~ 
ohHges the inseet8 to seek shelter on its leeward side, or be driven against u. .. by. 
the WM. The small bird., whose food they are, resod of eounIC in gr~at QUC:R"' 

here in Qllest of 1Ubi.-istenee; and the Indians always seem to discover Pa UJJ~ 

assembla~ of bUds as pnMinOflfl by some mpel'tlatul'8.1 cause: alftO;lg' _m w. 
ehlerved tt.e brown martn. employed ill looking tOI' insect.''J, tlllci so gootle th.ai 
they did BOt lIy until wu got witAm a few feet of teem. We have also di~ 
~hed amon;g- the 1M1JneroOi birds of the plain, the bla~kb-lrd, the WfeJ1 ~ 

pra,iM lnrd, and a specie. of lark abeat tbe- sir.e of a partridg-tl, with a short. ~\, 
Ttt& elfCnMVe neat and thirst fort.'Od us from the hill, aLoW one 0' (:l~ to tM 
DeiB'f'e!jt water, wttich we (&UnA i. the ... eek, .. three miles ,tiuD('e, and N1QIli~ 
alt Itoor and a naIf. W & then went down the. creek:, Uweugh a. low Iud a_ 
one mile 1ft widtll, and CPOSsed it three ~ to the spot .. here we fir& fe~ 
i4I ia th8 lnorwiBg. JiIere we gathered some Gelie .. plums, grapes •• ah~ 
~tt, 'MId Aftel"W8A"d~ arrived at the IMfttitof the tiww ab.ui sllJllfli. ~() ... 
place. 'Ct)ttr'fJ6 hn the m...wJ is S. tllNllty ._, &. nine 1IIbles;, w .... 
~Med dOT l'eri~, "wd GltfMehmg aut .ooo ....... t of 1_ ajgJr.t -u. 
pPtliirieH 011 tift, te 1MI'D the Sieu of ... approM. III tb... tUae.>" 
hoftt t1MteY ~M\tPryerr. hint rrfJlf!eiljed iIt tt.e ....... ane......, ... WtIi' of 
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blue elay C>ft tbe sooth, and after peaing. &abClbar ad two 8Nld isluds bed 
their camp at the distance of six mtJ.es on the south. III the eveniag som~ rain 
fell. We had killed 3 duck and several birds: in the boat, they hlLd caaght some 
large -catfish. 

8n.nday, August ~. We rejoined the boat at {) o'clock befo"t she liet out, 
ftnd then paMing by.an island, and under a cliff ou the south, nearly two miles 
in extent and composed of white and blue earth, encamped at nine DliJes distance, 
()h a sandbar towards the north. bpposite to this, on the south, is.a small creek 
cal1t>d Petit Arc or Little Bow, and a short distance ab:;:>vc it, an old village of 
the same name. 'l'his village, of which nothing remains but the mound of earth 
about foul' feet high surrounding it, was built by a Maha (thief named Little 
Bow, who being lll~pleased with Blackbird, the late king, seceded with t,W() 

hundred followers and settled at this spot, which is now abandoned, as th<: two 
villages have reunited since the death of Blackbird. 'Ve ha\'e great (Inuntities 
of grape~, and plums ot' three kinds; two of a yellow colour, and distingui&Lcd 
by one of the 8pecit's being' longer than the other; and a third round and red: 
all have an excellent flavour, particularly those of the yellow kind. 

August 27. 'fhe morning star appeared much larger than usual. A gent.le 
breeze from the south-east carried us by some large sandbars, on both sidell an~ 
in the middle of the l-i'rer, to a bluff, on the south side, seven and a balf mil~ 
dishiut: this bluff is of white clay or chalk, under which is much stone, like 
lime, inct1ll'lted with a clear subctance, supposed to be cobalt,. and some dark or4. 
Above this bluff we set til{> prairie on fire, to invite the Sioux. A.fter twelve 
and a half miles, we had passed several ot.her sandbar!'!, and now reached the 
mouth of a river called by the F.'ench Jacques (James river) or Y1.mktOD,. from. 
the tribe which inhabits it5 banks, It is alloW: ninety y~rds wiele at til41 coo. 
ftuence: the col1ntry which it waters is rich prairie, with little timber: it becomes 
deeper tmd wider above its mouth, and tna~ be na-vigated a gl'eat distanee; ~ 
its mtl'Ce8 rise near those of St. Peter'·s, of the M issibsippi, and the red rivet' of • lake Winnipeg. As we t!ame to the mouth of the river, an Indian swam to thc-
hoat; ed, ml ou.r Iftbding, we were met by two ethers, who illfol'med UI that a 
large body of Sioux were ~ neal' us: they a.ccompanltd three of our 
men, wi. an iftvitation to meet us at a sp9t above the river: the third Indian 
're'IlIai~d "ith:us: .fie is a Maha BOY, aDd says that his natioo bawe gone to the 
hW8eM to make :peace with them. .At tQul'teen miles, we encamped. OD a 
tabdbart& tlte north. The air .as cool, tbeeveaing pleasant, the willel ft'Qlll tbe 
1IMttb-eMt, .4 t;ght. .fJ'be riMr has fallen gr-.ulually, and is IWW low •. 

,,--.,-~. We patllHKl, Uh a stij{ breeze from ~,auat.h,.veml slW14l
G 



ba~. 6ri' the ~outb i~ a Frame wlJich J1SeS gradual1y from the watrr to tlIt" 
he'ignf o'f a bluff, which is, at fonr miles distance, of a whitish colonr, and abollt 
shentyor eighty feet high. Further on is another bluff, of a brOWllish colour, 
en the north sitit>; und at the distance of eig-ht and a half mil€s is the beginning 
i)f Cillmnet l:Jluff, on th(' sOl1tli side, nnder which We' formed our camp, in a 
beuutit\ll plain, to ,~ait the nrrirnl of the Sioux. At the ~rs\' bluff' the young' 
Inrli~n lett 11<; llnd jOilWd thE'JI' camp. Before reaching Calumet hlnft', une of 
i:}w periorplP<.l ran ui)ol1 a 10:::; in the river, and \Yas l"endel'P<i unfit for sE'l'Vice; so 
that 'all our loading was pnt into the !oo€eond pt'l'ioqllC'. On h01h !!oiuco; of the rinr 
nre fine' prail'ies, with cottol1~ood; and lI(>a1' the hluff th(,l'e is mOl'e timber in 

the points and 'valleys than we haH' heell acc\l!o.tomed to sec. 
"r('dnestIay,2t)th. 'V ... IHld a vIolent storm of wiud and ram last cVt>nin~; 

~md wert' eng-aged during the day in repairing' the periOIIIH', aud other necessary 
occnpation">; when, at four o'clock ~ till' aftcrnoon, ~ergeant l}ryor and his 
party arri,'crl OIl the opposit(> sidc, attended hy five chief ... , and aoout seventy me'} 
ttnd boys. 'Vi" ,*,nt a hoat for i1WUl, and they joined ns, as did also Mr. Durion, 
the son of our intt>rpretcr, "ho happened to he H'ading with tht' Sioux at this 
time. He returned with I-\el'!.!,'cant l)ryor to the IlldillOS, with a ill'(>sent of 
-tobacco, ('orn, and a few kettle,,; and told them that we would speak to theit 
chief .. in tIl(' mOl'lIiug'. ~erg'('ant IJryol' r<>ported, 1hat Oil reaching their village. 
which is at tn-eh e miles ("li~tan('(:' from Olll' call1p, lie was met hy a party with a 

bnffaloe robf', on which they (lesired to carry their visitors: an hOllour which they 
<leclincd, informm~ the Indians that they were not the cOIDmundel's of the boat,,: 

as a g1'eat mark of l'e-.pect, they were then Im:'sented with n fat dog, already 
eook('d~ of whi('h they partook heartily, and found it. well ila\'oured. The camps 
(If the Sioux are of a conical form, co'VtH'cd with butl'aloe robe~, painted with 
-",arious figures and colours, with an apf'rtUl'(~ ill the top for the smoke to pass 

through. 'fhc iodges contain from ten to fifteen pe .. ~ons, llnd the interior 

arrangement is compact and halld~oDle, each lodge baving a place for cookLag 
detac!wrl from it. 

August :i(lth. rrhursday. 'J'bf" fog- was ~o thick that we could not see tile 

IndiaH camp on the opposite side, but it cleared oft' about oight o'clock, lYe 
pnparcd a bpcech, and !;ome presents, and then sent for the cbiefs and·...,arrjQl's, 
whom we received, .at twelve o'dock, under a large oak t.rt>le, neat', to wllich the 
.flag of the United ~tates was flying. Captain Le""iR deli:vertKi a. ~h, with 

the llhual advice and counsel for their future conduct. We thea at~llO"led~ 
their clllef!ol, hy giving to the grand chief a flag, a meoal, a eertmOaie, w.th a 
~tring, of wamp"lll; 'to which we added a ,'Chief!.-eoat; ~ is, .. ,rieWy'da~d 
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uniform of the United States artillery corps, aml a cocke<l hat, and red feather, 
One se('olld chief and three inferior ones were made or recognist>d by medals, ~;nd 
a suitable pl'e!)t:lIt of tobacco, and articles of clothing. 'Ve then smoked the 
ripe of pca~c, and the chie('i retired to n bower, formed of bushes, by their youn'''' 
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men, where tlleY divided among each othel the. pr'esents, and ~moked and ate . ' 
~md held a l'oullcil on the answer which they WC1'C to make us to-morrow, The 
young people ex(~r~jsed their Lows and arrows in shooting at marks for beads, 
'" hid} we distributed to the be~t 1narksmen; and in the evening tl'\e whole party 
danced nntjl~ a laie hour, aud in the cour~c of th~jr amrl!>elflcut we threw among 
them some kuives, tobacco, bells, tape, and binding, with which they were much 
plcno.;('d, 'rlwil' musi('al instruments were the drum, and a sort of little bag made' 
of buff'aloe hide} .lressed white, wjth t-mall !)hot or llehbles in it, and a bUlWh of 
hail' tied to it, rrhis pi (lcluc:es a sort of rattling lllU&.iC, with which the parLy was 
Hnnoyc·(l uy four mUf;iciuUH <-luting: the conncil this morning, 

Aug'ust ;) l. In the mornmg, after IJrcakfu!>t, the chietS met, Ilnd lout dow!1 
in 1\ row, with ripe~ of }lcaco, highly ornamenteJ, and aU pointed towatds the 
seats intended for captains LeWiS and Clarke, \Vhen they arrived and were; 

ieated, the grand chief, whose Indian name, 'Veucha, is, in Englilih Shako 
Hand, and, in Ii'rench~ is called Lc Liberatem' (the deliverer) ro~e, and spoke 
at some length, approving what we had said, and promising to follow our advice: 

•• I see hefore me," said he, "my great father's two sons. You see me, .and 
the rest of OUl' cbit;fs and wan·iors. We al'e very pOOl'; we have neither powder 
nor ball, nor Y.nives; and our women and children at the villag'c have no clothes. 
I wish that as my brothers have given me a flag ami a medal, they would gire 
8Omething' to thoNc poor people, or let th.em stop anu trade with Ule first boat 
which cOllies up the river. I will hring chiefs of the Pawnees and Ma.hastogethcl', 
and make lleace betweeB them; but it is better that I &hould do it than my great 
father's sons for they will listen to me mor~ readily. 1 will also take some chiefo; 
to your country in the spring; but uefore that time I cannot leave howe. I 
·went formerly to the Eng'libh, and they gave me a lDt'dal and some clothes; wIlen 
I went to the .Bpuish they ga.ITe me a. medal. but nothing to kecp it from my 
"kin;.hut now YOfl g.i¥e me IDied~l and clothes. But still we are poor; an<! I 
WiRh brUbers, yC>\llwould gjve \l$ so~ethiDg for our squaw,.." 

When be st.t. ~W11, MahtQree, ,or White. Crane, rose: 
"1 a.:vc: liste.ned," laid _e.1 '·'to what .our father's words wel'e yestcrda.y; 

iind' I''''' to-day. gt6d to 86~ llo.w you have dl'essed our old <;hief: 1 a.ml 8., )'OlUlg 

iii", and_not ;W\lt~ te tallt D.Hl~; my fathel'shave made me a chief: Lhadllluch 
--1Ieiore, but~ I th~ l_ve more than ~ver,. ,VhJ.t the eld,chicf h~H~ 
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rleclatea I will confirm, and do wha.tever he and yon piease; but I wish that you 

'Wbllld take pity on us, for we are very poor." 
Another chief, called PawnawneahpahbC}, then said: 
H I am a young man, and know but litde: I canuot speak wen; but I 

have listeneP to what you ha'Ve told the old chief, and w m do whatever yO'u 
agree." 

The same sf'ntimE'uts were then repeated by AweawecMlche. 
\Ye wel'6' surprised ~t finding that the fir"t of these titles means" Struck li)' 

the Pawnee," and was occasi-oned by some blow which the chief had received ill 
battle. from one of the Pawnee tribe. 'rhe second is, in English, "Half Man," 
wb;ch seems a singular name for a warrior, tin it was explai.ned to have its origin, 
probably, in the modesty of the chief; who, on being told of his exploits, would 
say, HI am no warrior: I am only half a man." 'rile other chiefs spoke very 
httle; but aftet· they had finished, one of the warriors d£'livered a speech, in which 
he declared he would support them. ~hey promised to make peace witb the 
O1too" and Missouri'l, the only nations with whom they are at war. AU these 
harangues conclnded by dcscl'ihing the distress of the nation; they begged us to 
have pity on them; to send them traders; that they wanted powder and ball; 
a'nd seemed arrxio\\s that we slwuld supp1y them with SOLlle of their great father's 
milk, the name by wlJicll they diht'iuguish ardent spirits. We then g-a.ve some 
tobac('o to each of the cbiefs, and n certificate to two of the warriors wbo attended 

the chief. We prevailed on Mr. Dnrion to re-main here, and accbwpany as 

many df the Sioux chief. .. as he could collect, down to the seat of government. 
We also gave his son n flag, some clothes, and provisions, with directions to briQg 
a1)out a peace between the surrounding tribes, and to convey some of their chicPs 
to see the president. In the evening th<'y left us, and enoamped on the opposite 
m'ftk, accompanied by the two Durions. During the eve»ing and lljglit we had 
lmIch rain, and o'b&-erved that tlte riV'er rifies a little. 'l'he'Indians, who bal'e 
just left U!I, are the Yanktons, a trine ()!the great natienq,(,Siottx. These Yankt.on~ 
'are a.bnnt two hundred ruen in number; and inhabit the J-acqucs, Di.rsrooines,'a.ld 
SioltX ri~e['$. In 'per~n they are stout, well propottic:med,l1nd. baYe a Oettaip ,ir 
df'ilipi'ty end "boldness. In their dress tbey diffe1' ntMting '{rom the other 'Uads 
of the nation whom 'We tt'1lW, aDd will <1escribe 8fterRrds: they aref'.tLof 
derorations, and use paitrt, and poreupibe quills, an« feathers. $ome <it theIl1 
\Tore a Kind Cff net!khlCe df "White )bear~s claws, -three j'n&er Joag, .aDd, elosel.,y 
'strttDg together "rOund their neeks. . T~y Dave only -a 'Ie. 'fowling"'Piee.~ • .ag 
generally armf'd with 'btJws'and arro'tn,.fu which, ~ve:r, ~y ae DO~ apf*f 

a~ exp6t as the more.'nortbern ftldiam. What'stNc~ us m,.w.,aniiD"~~ 
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pceu1iat to t).len~, anll ~o the Kite loiJji¥ls, fuxth~ t9 t~1e 'W~e':ltward, from whom 
it is &a.id to have been copied. It is ,a1;1 Jl~ociation of the ~ost active and brave 
yonn o' men, who are bound to ea.ch other by attachment, secured by a vow, 11m PI' . ~ , 

to r~trooJ; before auy da:pger, Of gixe way to their t;nemies. In war tbey go 
forward without sheltering thf'Ulselvq behind trc:.s, or aidinp their yatural ,alour 
by any artifice. 'rhis punctihou", determination, 1I0t to be turned from their 
coun;e, became hel'Qic, or ridicnlQu-;, a .,ho1't tinw bincc, when the Yanktons 
were croshing' the MiliSouri on the'ice. A hole lay im~l1ediately in tlleir C9urbf>, 
,\'hich might easily have been a, oidf'd, by going round. This til; foremQst of 
the baud dibdaiucd to do; but went 'itrajght forward, and was lost. The others 
would have £ullowcd Lis examplf', but were forcibly prevented by the rest of t,be 
tribe. These young men ~it, and encamp, alJd dance together, distinct from ther~t 
of the nation: they are generally about thirty or thirty-five years old; a.Qd such 
i~ the deference paid to {'ourage" that their ~cats III conucil are superior to thQle 
of the chiefb, and their persons mort:: respt>cted. But, as lllay be supp,osedJl such 
indibcreet bravery wilillOOli diminish the nUmbel'$ of those who practise it; so 
that the band is now reduced to foul' \\ arriors, who were alU~ng our Tisitors. 
'!'hese were the remaius of twenty-two, who composed the ,society not long ago; 
but, in a battle with the Kite Indians, oithe Black Mountains, eighteen oftbem 
WCr.e killed, and these four were dragged from the field by their companipns. 

Whilst these Indians remained with ~ we made very ~inut.e inquiries r~a.t~e 
to tllcir situation o.nd numbers, and it'ade, and ma.Ulle~. ';rhis we di.~ very sa~ 
fp.ctorily, by means of ,two different iaterpreters j ~nd from ~eir a<;coJlDtB, joined 
to o\}r iotcrvicwlS wit)J. othel' bands of the ~amc n!l.tio~" and much intell~~ 
acquired rtince, we were cnabJed to undel'l)tand, with some accuracy, the conditiqn 
(l the Sioux bith~rto !iO little known. 

'l'hc Siollx, or j)acorta llluialls, originally ~ttled on the Mississippi, _and 
callQ<! py C~rv~r. M.~wet$utns, are now subdivided i{ltp tribes, as follow: 

Fil'/it , trh~;I aAktqJls-: t~l.~. tz'i~e l~babit,s the ~ioux, Desmoin,.es, ~ud J.a.c,que80 
riwers",a.llfil,P\l~ber a.bout t\wo .~~ll(}l·c4 warriors. 

Se(:ond, rrhe TetoDs of Ole burnt woods. This trihe numbers about three 
Ilt1lld,e.d\ ~en",~~ rQvfJ ~n l>otli ~s of the l\'ijssouri, the lVhite# !lQd TetQn,rivers.: 
, !(~;rfl~ 't4e te~s O~d¥,-~9as, fI: tr~be cOllJ)isting of about.one bundred ~~ 
~f\y m,C!11,r,\aO ~~it.bo,t~ ~es.of the ~Ii~souri.~lo.w tile Cbl\rellne rive~ •. ,r., 

) ~<tur~\il \ f:!~qn8J¥:'P:Jlakepoz~, A na~u~n inhabitIng both sides of t.he.M~~~, 
n~~v~ t!i~, Cha~~~~ti:y'er, ~ ~~nUijniA~t,.bout',two ~ed and fifty ~~: 
• '~~~~IJ~~~ ~~.;.,. ( .:, \ ~il~,tp ~~ o~ tbG MilijoUlibel~w the'W nr-
t~~~ "ver. alld ,QQl;ltDlt ~ A~ +\''',,;'',h~nd1;lttT ~n. 

tf ~ 1"~ '1\ 
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Sixth, Yankto1l5 o(the Plains, or Big Devils; who rove on the heads of the 
Rioux, Jacques, and Red river; the most numcrOllS of all the tribes, and number 

about five hundred men. 
Seventh, Wahpatone; a nation residing on the St. PetC'r's, just abovt1 tbe 

mouth of that river, and numbering two hundred men. 
Eighth: 1\Iirulawarcarton, or propel' Dncorta or Sioux Indians. These po:;;

sess the original seat of the Sioux, and are properly socdenominatp.d. 1.'hey 
l'ove on hoth sides of the ::\ljs!>is~ippi, about tbe Falls of St. Anthony, and consist 

of three hundred men. 
Ninth, rnle \Vahpatoota. or Leaf Beds. This nation i,lhabits both sides of 

the river Sf. Pet('r's, helow 1 eHow wood river, amounting to about oue hundred 

and fifty men. 
Tenth, Sistnsoone: this nation nnmbers two hundred men, and resiue at tIle 

l1ead of dIe St. }>cter's. Of these scycral tribes, more particular notice will be 
takeu hereafter. 

Saturday, September 1, ).80·1. 'Ye procee{Jed this morning under a light 
southern breeze, and pas~eJ the Calumet hluff ... ; these are compol'ed of a yel
lowish red, and brownish clay as hard as chalk, which it much rf'!.Cmbles, and 
are one hundred and seventy, or onc hundred and eighty feet high. At thi~ 
I}lace the hills 011 each side come to the verge of the river, those on the I)outh 
being higher than on the north .• Opposite the bluffs i~ a large island covered 
with timber; above which the highlands form a cliff over the rirel' on the north 
side, called White Bear cliff; an animal of tbat kind being killed in one of the 
holes in it, which are numprous and apparently deep, At six miles we came to 
a large sand island covered with cottonwood; the wind was high, and the 
weather rainy and cloudy duriug the day. We made 6fteen miles to a place on 
the north side, at the lower point of a large island called Bo~mme, or Good
man's island. The country on both sides bas tbe same ~u'aeter of prairies, 

. with no timber; \lith occalilionaI lowlands covered with cottonwood, elm a,ld 
nak: our hunters bad killed an elk and a beaver: the catfish too are in ~~t 
abundance. 

September 2. It rained last night, and this morning we had a lligh wind 
from the N. W • We went three miles to the lower Pd.rt of an anci~Qt fortifica
tion on the south sid., and passed the bead of Bonhwmte island, wb~h is ,arge 
an,d well timbered: after this the wind became 80· ,violent, -.ttend~ ~1 a c~" 
l'~m, that we were compelled to land at fom' miles ~ the no~~ side",under a 
lngh b\uft' of yellow clay, about one Jmndred and ten feet in heigl1t. Qut: hu,n
ten supplied us with four elks; aUd we bad grapes and P .... s OJ). ~he ~l;ik$: We 
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at)()ve the jancfion, is a small circular redoubt. Along the bank of the ri.ver, 
and at eleven hundred yards dil'ltancc, in a straight line from this wall, is a 
second, about six feet high, and of considerahle width: it riaes ahruptly from 
the bank of the Mls!.ouri, at a .point where the river bends. and goes straight 
forward, fO\';ning an acute angle with the last wall, till it enters the river again, 
not far from the moullld!> just desrribed, towards which it h obviou<.;ly tending. 
At the bend .the 1\fis~oU\'i is five hundred yal'''s wide; til(> gl'Ound on the oppo
site side highland .. , or Jow hiIl~ on the bank; and where the river pa~<;cs be
tween this fort and Bonhomme island, all the dl'itanc(' from the bend, it is con. 
stantly washing the bank!> mto the btream, a larg'e bandb~mk being alrcady taken 
from the bhore near the wall. Durillg the" hole courbe of thi" wall, 01' glacis, 
it is covered with tt'€PS, among Vi hich are many large cottl)n tree!., two or three 
feet in diameter. Immediately oppo!:.ite the citadel, or th~ part most strongly 
fortified, on Bonhomml- i~land, is a ~lIfIln work in a circular form, with a wall 
surrounding it, about "ix feet in height. The your.g willows along the water, 
joined to the general appearance of the two shores, induce a belief that the bank 
of the i~land is encroaching, and the l\li~souri indemnifies itself by washing 
away the base of the fortification. The citadel contain~ about twenty acres, 
but the parts between the long wall!> must embrace nearl) five hundred acres. 

These are tlle fir.';t remains of the kind which W(' ha\ (' had an ol'},ortnnitj of 
f'xamining; but our French interpreter.; as."urc us, that thr:\'c are great nnmhef'lJ 
of them on the Platte, the Kauola!oo, the Jacque~, &.c. aud ~OlllC of on1' parif say, 
that they obsel'Vp.d two of those fortresses on the upp('r !'Iide of the l'etit Ar() 
creek, not far from its mouth; that the wall was about six feet high, auu the 
!'Ijde~ of the angle!> one hundred yards in length. 

September 3, 'l'he morning was cold, and th~ wind (rom the l1oJ'th-we~t. 
We pU&sed at sunrise three large sandbars t and at tbe di!'ltance of tell milei 
reached a small creek, about twelve yards wide, coming in from the north, 
above a white bluff: this creek has obtained the name of PIllm creek, from ~c 
numher of that fruit wluch arc in the neighbourhood, and of a delightful qua
lity. Five miles further, we encamped on the south near the edge of a plain; 
the river is wide, and covered with sandbars to-day: the bank.s a~e high and of 
a whitish colour; the timber scarce, but an abundance of grapes. Beaver 
ho~ses too have been observed in great numbers on the rive!' __ but none of the 
aIllmals themselves. 

Sep~emher 4. ~ We set out early, with a very cold wind from S: S. E., and 
a' one tnile and • half, reached a. small creek, called Wh~limc cree.; ,Ol) the 
~uth side. J Ul)t above this is a diE, covered with cedar trees, and at th~e' 
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miles a creek, called Whitepaint c,reek, of about thirty yards wide: on the same 
side, and at four and a half miles distance (rom the 'Vhltepaint er~ek, i" the' 
Uapid ,tiver, or, as it is called by the French, la Riviere qui Court; tbi8 river 
empties into the Missouri, in a COUl'se S, W. by W., and is one hundred and 
fiftv.two vards wide, aud fonr feet deep at the confluence. It no;e" in tne Black 

" " mountains, and pass('~ throug-h a hilly counh'y, with a poor sod. Captain Clarke 

asccuded three miles to a beautiti.ll plain, on the upper side, where the IJaWllf'€'s 

ouce had a village: he found that tht·liver widened above its mouth, ami was much 
(iivided by sands and islands, which, joiued to the great J'aridity of the cm'''ent, 
makes the navigation very difficult, ('ven for small boats. Like the Platte its 
waters wel'e of a light colour; like that river too it t hl'OWS out int.) the lUi ;'IOuri, 
great quantities of I.'IIH1, coarser even than that of the Platte, which foml sand
b,ars awl shoals near its llllll'lth. 

, We encamped just ahove it, ull the south, having made only eight mi1clJ, "lI8 

the wind shifted to the south, ,alld blew so hard that in the course of the day we 
broke onr mast: we saw some deer, a number of geese, and shot a turkey and 
it duck: the place in which we halted is a fine low-ground, with much timber, 
such as red cedar, honeylocust, oak, arrowwood, elm and coifeenut. 

. ~eptember 5, 'Vednesday. 'fhe wind was again high from the south. At 
the miles, we came to a large island, called Pawn-ee irland, in the middle of 
the fiver; and stopped to breakfast ~t a small creek on the north, which has the 
name of Goat creek, at eight ltnd a half miles. Near the mouth of this creek 
t.be beaver had made a clam aCl'osq so as to form a large pond, in which they 
built their houses. A Love this island the river Poncara falls into the l\:liASOUri 
f"om the south, and is thirty yards wide at the entrance. T,,'o nlen whom we 
dt!spatched to the village of the same name, returned with inform.ation that th~y 
had found it on the lower side of the creek; but as this is the hunting 
~eaS()n, the town was so completely deserted that they had killed a lmf
faloe iu the village itself. This tribe of Poncaras, who are said to have 
~n~e numbered four hundred men, are now reduced to about fifty, aud 
have associated for mutual prutection with th~ Mabas, who are about two hun. 
dred in number. These two nations are allied by a similarity of misfortl1lle ; 

they were once both numerous, hoth relfided in villages, and cultivated Indian' 
corn; their common enemies, the Sioux and smaH-pox, drove them from their 

'towns, which they \fisit ouly occuiOftaUy for the purposes of trade; and the". 
now wander over the plains on the sources of the Wolf and Quicarre riwers...: 
Between the Pawnee i~'and and (loat creek on the north, is a cliff of b~ earth, 
.lldcr'~hiCh are evend mind sprmgs.' impregnated with ~: Real' this we .. 
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observed a number of goats, from which the creek derins its nome. At three 
a.nd a )la1£ miles i'rom the creek, we came t'() a larg(' island on the south, along 
whieh VI {' passed to the hE'ad of it, and encamped about four 0' dock. Here we 
replaced the mast we had lost, with a new one (",1' ctlt!ur: ~omt" bucks and an elk. 
were procJ,lred to-day, and a black tailed dtlet was .,een neat' the POllcara's 

village. 
Thursday, September 6. There was a 5.torm this morning- fl'om the N, W.o 

and thong-l~it moderat('(l, the wmd was "ti1l hj~h, and the weather very cold; 
the number of sandbars too, added to the rapidity of the current, ohhg ed us to 
have recourse to the towline: with all Ollr exertioll" Wf' dId not make more than 
eig'ht and a 11alf miles, and encamped on the north, after pushing high chff:i. of 
2oft,1,11lt', and red coloured stone, on the southern shore. 'Ve saw some goats, 
and great numhers of buffaloe, in addition to which the hunters fUl'D1s1wd us 
with elk, deer, turkies, geese, and one beaver: a large catfi!oth too wa~ eaught in 
the en'nlng-. rrhe gronn(J near the camp;- was a low praine, ,",itboct timber, 
though jnst below is a qroye of cottonwood. 

Friday, September 7. 'fhe morning was very cota ana the wind sonth-ea!',t. 
At five and a half miles, we reached and encamped at thL fooL of a round mouo
tain, on the SOUd" having pas..,eu two small i"lands. This mountam, which is 
about three hundred feet at the base, forms a cone at the top, re:-.embh'1g a 
dome at a dlbtance, and seven1y fe£.t or more above the surrounding- highlallds. 
As "e descended from this dome, we arrived at a spot, on the gradual del:'cent 
of the 11111, nearly four acres ill extent, and covered with blllHll holeh: these are 
the resl(lence of a little animal, called by the French, peiIt chien (httle dog) 

who sit erect near the mouth, ami m .. ke a whistling nOI!ote, l.mt when alarmed 
take refuge jn their holes. In order to bring- them out, we poured into one of 
the holf'S five ban'els of water without filling it, but we diJ,lodgpd and ('aught 
the owner. After digging OO'Vl n another of the holes for SIX feet, ,~e founo, on 

lDnnmg a IJole into it, that we hac1 not yet dug half way to the bottom: we dis. 
covered, however, two frogs in the hole, and near it we kliled a dark rattle
tlnake, which had swallow(.oQ a ",mall puaine dog: wee were also infol'Iued, though 
we never \\ J'ine,,'<Cd the fact, th8t a !<!ol"t of li2ard, and a. snake, live habitually 
with thes£' animab. The petit chien are jUi>tly named, as they resemble. a small 
dog m some particular ... , though they have also 80me points of snnilarity to the 
HfluincJ. ':f1he head resembles the squirrel in every respect, cXQept that the' 
E'ar ]s ",horter, the tail like that of the ground .. squirrel, the toe~ftails are long, 
~e fur. is nne, and the long hair is gray. 

Saturday, September 8. The wind still continued from the lOutb-east, hut 



moderately. At seven miles we reached a house on the north Ili<l<" ('aIled the 
Pawnee house. where a trader, named 'J.'rudeau, wintet'ed in till'- yt"ar I iUo-7 : 

hehind thi-., hIlls, much higher than usual, appear to the- oorth, about eight mill''> 
ofl'. Bei()rt' reachiug' this house, we came hy three small islands, on tbe nurth 
side, and a smalJ ('reel on the ,"outlt; and aftl'r le}lvillg it, I'ead.lt~d. tmotlier, at 
flU' ellJ of ~(,v('lJtcpn mik .. , on which we ellcampell, and called it Boat i ... land; 
we here :.aw herds ~f huft'aloe, ami some elk, del'l', tUl'kie~; Oeaver, a'iGlt.l'r(>l, 

and a prail'lc oo~. The party on the north ropresent the country tJu'oug'h which 
they pn~l>ed, as poor, rugged, and hilly, wjth tIte appearance uf havillg been 
lately btll'llt h}' the llldian~; the broken bIBs, illdeed, approach the river on 
both I'oide", tllOue;h (·aeh is hordered hy a ... trip of woodland lit ar the" ater. 

Sunday, ~eptcnlhl'r SJ. \Ye coasted ~do!)~' the i:-.htlld on \~lJjch we had 
enc:1ll1lwd, aJlll then pa-sed tlllee $an<1 Dnd wiilow i"land" :1llci a lIumher of 
smaller 1'<"lIdbars. The river i" ~han()w, and JOlllt'd hy two MoaU CH!t'Kb Crom 
the lJorth, anel one from the f'outh. In the plains, to tll€> ~ollth, are great num
bers of Imfl'aloc, ill ht·rd:. of nearly five huudred; nIl the copses of timber 

appe:\l' to contain elk 01' deer. We encamped Oll a ~nlldbar, on the iouthera 
"hore, at the di~tance of fourteen and a quat1:er miles. 

September 10, ?tlonday. The next day we made twenty miles. The 
morning was dondy and dark, but a light breeze from the soutll-east carried u.s 
pa.<;t two small il>lallds on the south, and one on the north; tilJ, at the diHtance of 
ten aud a half miles, Wt l'e~l(~hed an island, extending for two miles in the mid. 
dIe of the nve)', covcl'<>d with red cedar. from which it derIves it~ name of Cedar 
l.sland. .Just bdow this i ... land, on a. hill to the soutI., i~ the huck.bolW of a fish, 

f(Yl'l,'y-1i, e feet )ollg;. tapering towal'<!s the tail, and in a pt'rfect. ... bte of pt"tflfac. 
tlon, frag'nwllls of \\ hieh were collected and sent to W aslungton, On hotb sidcs 
of the 1'i, er are hig'h dark-coloured bluffs. About a mile and a half frOID the 
island, on the MJuthcm slIOl'£', t.he party on that side discoveretl a ial'g't' and n ry 
strongly impr{'gnated spring of water; and another, DOt so strongly imrrregnated, 
l~lf a nlile lip the l1iil. l'hl'ee miles beyond Cedar island iF; a large island 011 

the north, and a numher of ",oadbars. After which. iF: another, about a mile in 
loogth, lying in1be middle of the river, and separated by a sm<\lI cbannel, at 
its extreD1ity, frum aOGlhel'abol'e it, on which we encamped. '!'bcsc two islands 
are called Mud islands. rrhe I'j.ver is shallow during this day's com'~e, and is 
faUmg a litHe. 'l'beelk and -h .... aloe at'e in great abundance, but the deer ,Dave 
beooDlte scarce. 

September 11'1 Tue!da.y. At _ and a hali _-leIS we paMed 'the uPlJer ex .. 
tlHmlialyl ·of ian i6md 011: ilae IO'*'; loW' 1bi\e8 beymad •• is a .. t1ler on the 
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.. me .id. o( til. rivet'; ,and .boot • qaarter or • mUe'iliibDt w. n.ited ... ~ 
village of the barking...squirrel. It was situated on a gentle decli..-ity; IiDd 
COtered; . ' space of nine hundred aDd teTenfy yard. long, and eIght lilri'dred 
yards' wide j we killed foor of tbem: We then resumed oar eourile. and .. tinr 
6 .. aod a h.l( inil .. po,...) two island. on the nor1h, and then encamped at 0.. 
distance of siIteen miles, on the lOuth side 01 the riYef, and jwt .J:)ove &-.nall. 
Nn. The morning bad been cloudy, but in tile afternoon it began raining, 
with a high ~orth~w'est wlna, which conttnu%d duTing the greater part of the 
night. The col1ntry seen to-d8Y consiru of Darrow Irtrip80f lowl •• d, rning iDle 
Uneven grounds, which are succee4ed, at the distance of three milee, by rich 
and level plains, but without any timber. The river ilself'is ",ide, and crowded 
with sandbars. Elk, deer, squirrels, a pelican, and a very large porcupine, were 
our game this day j some foxes too were seen, but not caugbt. 

In the morning we observed a man riding on horsebaok down towards the 
1ioa.t, and we were much pleased to fina. that it wu Goot'ge SbnUnoo, obe of 
our party, (or whOle safety we had been very uneaty. Our two horses having 
atrayed from UJ on the 26th o{ August, be was IeIlt to search for them. After he 
had round them he attempted to rejoin lhI, but seeing sdme other tracks, which 
mnet have been those of Indians, and which he mistook for our own, he con
cluded that we were a-.head, and bad been for sixteen 8ays following the bank 
~( \he river above us. During tbe first four da.ys lte exhausted bis bullets, and 
wu then nearly staned, being obliged to subSist; for twelve' days, on a few 
gnP<", and a rabbit which he kiUed by making Ule of a hard 1'iece of otid< 
for a ball. One of hi. bo .... gave out, and ", .. 1.ft liebioil; the other h. kept 
u a lut resoure~ for food . Despairing- of o'Vertakiog UJ, be was returning 
down tbe river,. in hopes of meeting IOnle other boat; and was on the poiut of 
killing bis horse, when be WRf so (ortunate as to Join us. 

Wednesday, September 12. The day wao dark and c1ondy; the wind (rom 
the north. west.. At a .holt distance we nached aD itland in the middJe of the 
rive,* which is covered with timber, a rare object now. We with grt!lIt dill
coIty were en.bled to Iltruggle tbroughJ.he aandbal'S, tbe "ater being' very rapill 
and shallow, 60 that we were leveral hoon in malting a mile. Several ti.,.. 
the boat wheeled on the bar, and the meo were ob~ged to jamp ..... and pnI' 
not her from upsettiog; at otberl, after making 8 way 'Up oee .... , the 
shoal .... of the water (orced til back to oeek·the deep channel W • .mnM 
OBly four miles in the whole day, and encamped on the touth. Moag boMl 
Odeo of ,.the river are high grounds; em the _h ..... side pii1iIlaJorJ'y. thor tar. 
dutr. bla8i, in whic;h _1 "" obeerred oIate ... ~ .. temiII.1I1 W_ ........ 
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oeu(al, 'I. f ~i.gr,oquirre"; gJ;eat Dumbe'1' of grow .. , and Jbru 
foxetJ. ,.,1· b ')f 
1 .. ,lSept.mber 13, Tkunday, We )IlIUIe twel.",,,,il .. t~ay tbrough a number 
r .....u.a .. , whicb make it difficult to 'nd the prope' chao ... \. Tbe hills on 

.. ~h lide we big4,.-t and separated from ~ . ~ ver by a narro~ plain on ita . 
borde ... , Qn the north, tl\ese )owl.nds ... e covered in part wil~'timher, and 
great q,lantiti8J of 'ra~, which are/now ripe: on the BOuth we f~)Und plenty 
of .plu'!)8, pllt they are not yet ripe; and near the da.rk p1411's a ruq tainted with 
,1uDl ~ copperu; the 8Outb~rn side being more strongl,y. impregnatei\, with 
minera:i!l than the northero. Last night (our beaver were caught in the traps; 
a porpopine was .bot as it was upon a cottontree. feeding on its leaves and 
braacbes. We encamped on the north side, opposite to a small ~iIlow island • . 
At night tbe musquitoes were very troublesoRpe, though the weather was cold 
J.n..djaiuy, aDd tbe wind {(om the north-west. • • 

I'ridny, September 14. At two miles we reached a round island on the nor 
thern lIIidej at about nve, a nm 00 the south; t'Yo and a half miles fllrther, a 
8JIlall;creek; and at nine miles encamped near the mouth of a creek, on tb:, 
.me side. The I8lldlJus arc very numerous, aod render the river wide an4 
.ju!.Uow, and obliged tb".crew to get into the water and drag tbe boat over th 
bars several time.. During. the wh.ole day we &earcbed along the soothei'll 
abore. and at EIOme dilitance juw the interior, ~ nnd an ancient 'VoJcaqo ~bich 
we beard at St. Chades was somewbere in this neighbourhood<; but we, pould 
Dctt ldiSC&1l the slightest, appearan;ce of Rny thing volcanic. In the course of 
their aearch the party lihol a buc,"Mgoat and a hare. The

t 
hills, particularly 09-

the tiOutn. oo,1\tioue high, but the umber is confiued to the islands au.,d hanb 
of the river. We had occ,aaion here to observe the rapid uodermiohtg of these ' 
hiUs by the MiiJsouri: the first aUacks seem to be 00 the hills which overhaug 
the river..; as 800a ,\5 <the. violeuce of the current destroys the grass at the (oot of 
them, the whole texture appear, 100000ned, and tbe ground dissolves and mixes 
\fjdl tH water: tb. muddy (miJture if then forced over the low-grounds,. whiGi 
il 'If>,ers _elim .. to tbe depIb of three ioches, and gradually destroys,the 
berbage; .after which 't canoler DO resiatlDce to tbe water, aDd J>ecomes at last 
covered with land. ~ 

So&urd&y, 8ep..,ber l~, We pUled, al an early bour, tbe creek'll ..... our 
• lUI Di.' .... e .... pm.ot; aod U two mile. diatonce reached the moutb o( While 

ri,or, OOtIIiog ilL (rom the 1OIIIb" W. _ended a short diotooce, "lid sent ~ 
....-aool anotIo,Jt .......... ...ai .. it bipr up, . ;rhi. rirer bu a ~ of 
........... 041n4-,..., ~lb ... aIet i. ,?"pfiQI"I 10 'I!l8 ~~~~ 

• 



• .. 
'-

6fty: in. the month are a sand 4slllod, nnd Averal .. odbars. The current ill 
regular and swift. with salldLnrs projecting from the points. It d iffc1'III "err 
mucb fretn the Plnttf", and QuicurTe, to tbl'owing out, 'eomparatively. titU~ snnd, 
but its general character is ,like that of the Miuouri. 'fhiJ resemblance wu 
'Confinned b,.. the sergeant, who MCeuded about twel,.e miles ; at thls di lance it 
WIl5 about. tbe same width as ne"r, the rnoudl, aud the .course, whica waa gene .. 

rn.l1y west, 'bad been interrupted by 4slands and 6flodbars. i'he timlJer ('00 ittted 
chiefly of elQl ; they taw pine OOmi, and slicks of ,birch 'were seen floating 
down the river; the', hac..l also roN with 'g03u" Neh, as we I)ave .her-etofore 
seen; great quantities of buffaloe, near to ",bieb were wolves, some deer, and 
Yi1Jn~s of barkmg squirrels. At (he confluence of White river with die Mi .. 
soun ;5 on excenent position (or a towo; the land tiling by fbl'ee gradua:l 
aScents, and. the lleigl1bourhood furnitlhing 'Inore timbm- than is uiual -in tbii 
country. After passing high dark bluff~ an bOUl sides, we reacbed .the lower 
point of 'an island 'towards the soutb, srihe dtstance of lIix miles. The i.tand 

bears an abundance of grapes, aqd i" covered with red cedar; it al60 conta.ina a 
llmnber"Of rabbibJ. At the ~d 'Of this islond, which i. sma'll, a Darrow ooannet 
le~'IU'ates it from a lar~e sand island, ",·hieb we pa.~, and encamped, eigtJt 
m iles on tbe north, under & high point 'Of land opposite a large creek to ~ 
fIOUdJ, on -whicll we observe an unusual quantity of timber. The wind was 
from tbe north-we5t tbis afternoon, and '1)1gh. 1'be weather cold, and its drean.. 
ness lncrell!ed by tbe lhowlin~ of a number of wolves around-'U8. 

September 16, Sunday. Early this morning, baving .reached a convenieat 

~t on tbe south side, an~ at one mile Elnd a quarter distance, we encamped 
just above a small creek, -whioh. we called Corvoa, baving killed an ,aoiftlal of 
tbat gen'd:8 neaT it. Finding that we could not proceed ovm- the sn.ndb"MI, a. 
fast as we 'desircd, while the boat was 80 heavily loe.ded, we concluded Dot to 
send baCk, as we originally intended., our third perioqne, but to detain the 
IOldiers until spring, and in the menn time lighteD. the boat by !bading the 
perioque, this operation, added to that of drying Rll our wet nrticl<s, delaiodi 
u. during lh. aay. Our.ampi iDa beautiful plain,'Witl! limbertbi.ly __ 
for three quar1enl of a mile. 811d consisting cbiefly of elm, cottonwood, ....... 
of an indifferent quality, and a considerable quantity of" smallapeci" Gf wbite 
oak: thi. tree .. Wom ri ... bi~er then thirty feet, and lorancbes "'1 ...... i.; the 
bark" roogh, thiCk and. of a~i~t .00our; tbe 1_ .. omall. <Ioepiyiadenlell, • 
aDa of • pale green; tbe c,,!! which contains lite ..."" ;., friogod on die ~ 
'ODd cm~rnce. it atJoat oDe bt.lf: lite ""'"' it.elf, wIri .. roWo iIt rreat pt ..... 
ia of an e:lceUe1Il '!fa""..,.; aDd b .. 1IOI10·of the -SbL .... _ ... 



aCOrllS possess j they are now faUing, and have probably aUrac1~the-numberf1f 
deer which we saw on this place, 85 all the animals we have seen are fond of that 
food. rfhe groond having been recently burnt by ihe Indians, i!J covered with 

youn'g green grass, and in the neighbourhood are great quantities or nne pIUDlB. 
We killed. a (ew deer fo.r the sake of their skins, which we wanted to cover the 
pecioques, tbe mente being too poor for food: UJe cold season coming on 0 Bannel 
shirt WAS givlll to each man, oDd fresh powder to those who bad exhausted their 

• supply. • 
!lfonday, september 16. Whilst some of ,li''" pruty were eogaged in the 

lame "ay as yesterda.y, others were employed in examining the surrounding 
country. .About a quarter of a mile behind our camp, and at an eJe\'8tion of 
twenty teet abate it, a plain extends neady three miles paraUel to the river, and 
about a mile back to the hills, towards which it gradually ascends. Here we 
... w a grove of plulU~b'ees loaded with fruit, now ripe, dud dittering in nothing 
from those of the Atlantic states, except that the tree i.s smaller anu more thickly 
set. The ground of the plnin is occupied by the burrows of multitudes of hal'king 
squirrels, who entice hither the wolves of a small k.ind, hawks, nnd polecats, all 
of which aniloals we sa.w, aoel presumed that they fed on the squirrel. Thia 
plain is inten;ected nearly- in it. )Vbole ext.ent by deep ravines and steep irregular 
rising grounds., from one to two hundred feet. On ascending the range of 
hiU, which border the plain, we saw a second high level plain stretching to the· 
'south, a~ far as the eye could reach. To the westward, a high range of hills 
about ~e"ty lUiles distant ,runs nea,rJy north and FlOUtl), but not to any great 
enent, as their rise and termination is embraced by one view, and they seem 
tovered with a verdure similar t.o that of the plains. 'fhe same view ext8llded · 
over the irl'eguLar bills whicb I>orclcr the northern side of the l\lissouri: all around 
the country bad been recently burnt, and a young green grass, about four inc""bes 
high, covered the ground, which wns enlivened by herds of 'antelopes and 
buffaloe; the last of which were in such multitudes, that we CJlDnot exaggerate 
• 

in saying-, that at a single glance, we saw three thousand of them befol'e us. 
Of all tbe:Q.Oimala we had Heen the antelope seems to possess the mOBt won .. 

cle.rfut 8eetnea: illY and timotous they generally repose only on tlie ridges, wbicl1 
command a view of all tbe approaches of DO enemy: the acuteness of their sight 
c!isting.ailbes the _ distant danger, the delicate sensibility oftbeir smell deioall 
the preea.utionl of concealmct, and wheD alarm~d their mpjd career aeema 
_like the /lip of birds tho.. the movemeDlo of an earthly being. AJ\er 
...., ___ c:clIsful attempt., eaptain Lewis at last, by winding around the 
ridll"", approaclled a P"l'Y 01_. whU:h .. ere Oil .... emiDellce, "'lVordo .. /old!, 
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I I r J" me W1ria .. af DDfortltnatJy blowing. The only In., of ' the party freqoently 
encirdea the Bmnmit of the hill, as I if' to announce any danger to the femalb.l ~ 

.. flo formed a group at the lop'. Although tbey did bot see c'pt.i. 1Iewu..' the 
emeU 8.lann~ tbem, and they fled when he WM at the digtnnce of twO lbuDdr-ed1 

yards: he immediately an to t"he spot Where the] had been, a rav~ne conceiled 
them from him, bot the next moment tbey appeare<l on atttecond ridge, at tM 
di~ce of three miles. He (lo'ubted wbetber it could be thet same, bot tliei't 

• • 
number and 1.he extreme rapidity with which they continued their conrse, con ... 
viliced bim that they most have go,'e Witb a .peed equal to tliat of the m 
diatingumlied racehorse. Among bur acquisitions to-day wU' a: mule..deer, 1f' 

magpie, tbe common deer, and bu1faloe: captai riLewis aho sa\v a hare,t and· 
kiUed a rattlesnake Heilr the burrow!'! of the barking squirrels. ",. 

Tuesday, September18. Having every thing-in readiness we .proceeded, with.: 
the boat much lightened, but the wind ,¥ing"'from the N. W. we made bot littl-. 
way. "'At one mile wereacbed 3D' island in the middle of the river, ne .. rly. mile 
io length, and covered with red redar; at its extremity 11 small creek comes; iw 
from tlle north; we then met some sandbaN~ and the wind being very high and.: 
a.head, we encamped 00 the south Laving made only 'Men milei.1 In additiOD-< 
toLtbe common deer, which were in great abundanco, we saw goats, elk, buft'aloe,r 
the black tailed deer; tbe large wolVe» too are very numero~1 a.nd have long 
bait wfth coarie (ur, dnd are ofJa likbt coloUr. A: small specieg .oftwoif, abh:u.t . 
the size of a gray fox: was also kiJIed, alld PTOl'ed to &e tbe 8oima) which W81had 
hithllrto rnistbken for a fox : there are aboo fuaoy porcypin..., rabbits, and 'barl<.ios> 
squirrels in the neighbourhoOd. " ... ., ~ Ii n 

&ptember 11. We this day-enjoyed a cool c;Iearmoming. ana a wind from 
the aouth-east. We reached at three mil .. a bluff on the iooth. IlOd foar mil .. 
rarther} tbe lower point of ProSpect island, about two and a haU .ilea: ia feagtjl; 
ojiposite to this are high blufF... aboot eigbty feet abo.., the water. heydbil whieb 
are """.tiM plain" gradoaUy yioiug lIS'they TOOede WOOl thecri •• r: the. are. 
watered by tbr .. ,treams wbich empty near ,,"eli-other: Ihejil1ll i •• boot lItirli-

• fi,e yards widt; the ground on 'its sides high' and ricb, ",itA lOCDe timber; the 
oecood ,boot twelve yards wid.; t "ith" 1_ ti .. ber; th. th.inI is ...... , of 
the note lIize, anti contain! more ",ater, but-~Jt IICItteta ita wate,. .,,_ die I ... 
timhered 'Plain, aDd emptieo ito.lf into tile riv .... al IhreO pI--. ~ wi .... 
are cal"'" by the French Leo lro;' rivi .... cleo ' SiOll", .Ibe I~ Sio .. ri_, . 
aad u the SiooK generally c,.. the Hi_i.t Ihio]dace, it io aaJIod tIIe:liiou. 
poll Of tbe three ,;"en. Tbeoe,_ baye lite _ rig"', .... .., ........ ' .. 
iniril .. des-.... I';peII_ ....... ~y_il Id, .• ,~,. .' 
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T w..,..,il .. from the i.land we pllSSed • creek fine." j'ard, i~e; eigl,t '!Iileo, 
tfur1her, another twenty yards wide; thtee..t miles beyo~d w}U,~ i,s a hirq of 
eighteen yards width, flU on-tbe ~ntbside: \the second, wbic~ passes .t.b.r~gh>a. 

·higb ploin, we called Elm. creek; 00 the third we ga,'a tb • .name, of Night c~ 
.h.ving r.ached lit.lnt. alpigl\! •• , About a mile beyoojl,tbi. i.s. ~.ll j'iand,cm, 
the north ide ofthe river;andis cnllM Lowe island, alii it is s't'~a1e~ at the co~ . ., 
m~ncement of whav UJ known· by' tbe m~me oJ the Grayd D~Jlr. or Great.J)end 
of the l\fiMOUI';. Or.posite is a. creek-on the south, aboilt tro~yarQg. ,.ide. ~Nc;h 

'Waters a;pluju where tb~re arcr gJ'cat-numbers of tne P!?ckly pea.r" wJ1~dl a.me, 
'Y.C ga\'c to the creek. We/encamped'on the south, qpposite the l1ppe~ eX!J~p1it 
'Of .th~ island, having made all ex£ellent-daY"8 ~ail of t\t'cntyailix ,04 a qua.rtel;! 
miles . .. Our game. this day consisted chieBy of Jleer, of these f9ur wer~ bJ~~ ~ 
tails, one a buck with two-main prongs of horus on each siqe, and f9rked .equ~Jly. 
Larg} ,enl. of buffaloe, elk and gop.ts, wete also seen. , 

t fl'hJlnday September 20. Finding we Jmd reached the Big Ben.d., we 
~tched twomeu with our only horse aerosa tbe..neck, to hunt t..llere and.. W¥tit Op 1 
afrjra! a~ the first creek beyond it. We theu set out witb f.ir weat,he 'IIl'i I!¥I' 
wi(ld from S, E . to make the circuit of the bend . . Neat th,e lower ii!J.l\!l~ 
s{Wdbb.J\r JlUwerOUS, nDd the river ,shallow. At nine and a half miles' a ~Q.. 
island, on the 1sou,thern side. Aboui ten mil_ beyond it is n sm~1 islanwggJ.lMt 
.ontb~pposit to 8 smoll creek on the north. ;, r~is island, wbjcbj~ near tb 'Y-. 
eitreDli>y of 'the bend, i. callea Solitary i.land, AI about eleveo. miI .. .furtber 
,.,~dcllhped-9D D.08andbllr .... h~ving made. twcnty.se,·en 'and a,haJf mile.. C!lPttm 
Clarke, who early this morning had .cros.-.ed the neck of, the bend, joined ~ i 
tlJfJ-ri"ebiulJ!. a Altho unrrowest. pa,l't, the gorge is compoied of high and il'}'~lat 
hill of Wtt.oDe hundred nnd eig'.hty" or'one.hundre3 and Dinet,.ieet an el6vat\pnj 
fromj:hii deacendlt!9.Il unbroken phlin over the wbole bend, an,(\ the country is 
ge:pamtetl from. ito by thi& ridge.. Great numQen Qf .buft·alo~. elk, and goata are 
wanderiag over t:heso l)laius, UCC01\lpao:ied,by grouse and ~ar,ks. Capta.iu Clarke 
..... 1\0", also, 00 the Grea 'BeIMl. Of.t~. goals killed OO,.day, oue, is",", r. ..... oJ... 
d~g ftGm the .n.~ in. 1.eiog lDlalJer!iu size;. its honlfi too are lUlaller nn.d 
'&aigbiu, h ...... oue. .h~.ipro"g, .. gcI DO b.lack .bout th oeclo;; Done of Ih " 
g'. haM .. y beard, 00t ane..delicately formed, auc\ ver:y. bQap.tiful. , .. . 

" Rricla,..,.:sePI<lalbe1l2J. __ on ••• 4 t .. o o'clock t.be .. rgean~ o'l'l::=~ 
~ ... lof.cs';'~"U.Io .. aodl>l\to. wbicb we I.t w"'" .inkiggj 0 j! 
"I'>'''' ~ ... 110 .bcnoe..ud below oor..!18ll\(\ J~~ '~nd, uodermi!> 
... ! 'l).i,jnr-t. f .. , wdad.-.;eIy PllLID. boat. ao4 ~ 94:. ;"::: 
lb. blink under which they.Joool .... lyiogJeU '8P<I.)J~ aiAbjltU 

• 
" 



rth. tw" perioqiles if tbey had 'rem.ined there. By the ti ........... ocbea lb. 
,opPo.ite .hore the ground of our encampment "'nk also. We fortn<ld a second 
camp for the rest of thO. night, and at dayligbf proceea.;(l on 10 tb~ gorge etr 

lhrnnt of the Great Bend, where we briakfilato!d. A man, 'wbom we ti~ d_ 
patched to .top off .!.he dilrtanc,facross tile bend, made it fwo tbobsand yard.; 
the circuit i. thirty miles. Doring the wboHi course, tbeland of the bend i, )0" 

with occasional bluffs; {hat ob the opposite sitle, high pniir~e grouud, and lOD! 
ridgea of aalk bluff.. After breakfas!, we 'pllssed tbrougb • Iligb prairie on the 
north Bide, nnd a rich cedar lowland and cedar bluff on~tlie eoutb.. till we rea<.iIed 
a willow illand below 'the mouth of a. small creek. This creek, called Tyler". 
river, i. about tJrirty~five yareb wi<le, comes in on tbe soutb, and is at the distance 
o¥ six miles trom the neck of tbe Great Bend. Here we Jound 8 deer, and the 
.kin of a white wolf, left Us by onr bOOter! a.bend: large qu .... 'iti .. of different 
kinds of plover and bra'Uts' nre in··~DeighbourhoOd, and teeD coUeeting and 
moviog towards the south: the catfish are small, and not in luch plenty 88 we 
bad ronnd"them below this p1.ce. W. p088ed several .andbars .... hicb make the 
river very slialldw and about a mile in wiatft, and encamped on the south, at the 
diJtance of eleven and a ' half miles. On eat:b side the shore1' lined with hard 
rough golJeystdnetJ, rolled from tlie hill .... ntl small brooks. The mOit OOmmon 
tiIobe"riB thh cedar, tbodgb, in (La prairle!l. there are great quantities tit.-the 
priCkly Peat. A.t the 'disfance of iiI even and a balf mile., w'; encan~ 
O:D the nord) at the lower point of an ancient 'isliftd, ..... wbicli b'U siRce beeH 
_nocUd witll be mBin' land by the -filling up of the nortbern chlinnelr'lIDd 
it now covered .Jfb cottonwood. We hete 8&W 10m trackS of lddians, bot 
they appeared three or four weeks old. Tlii. dat w .. WanD. 

~ s;,ptelnber 22. ' A tbick fog detained U8 oolil seven o'eloelf; our coone ..... 
through iodined prairies on each side of the river, crowded with buEaJoe. we 
baited at a p6ipt on the north side, near a higb blOW on the' ""utb, "lind took .. 
meridian altitude, which P"8 08 the latitude of 44· 11' 3~". Ou renewjng 0. 

eodtoe .... e r.ached lit.t a 1111011 island 0 tbe soolb. at tbe distance O('fOOf and' a 
half mil ... immediately above whicb is aoothe~ w.ad oppooite to a creek Iiieen 
yoro. wid.. 'Ehia creek, and the two island., ode of wblch i. half a mil. 1""8'. 
~d the IeCODa three miles, are called the Three Sisten: a beautiful plaiD estead .. 
iDg on both sidet of the river. Thill is follow'ed I)yad island on the..north; celled 
Ced.r i,land, about one mile and a b tllfin length. "D~ the ...... mAanco iu breodIIi; • 
ODd deriving its name from the quality ot'tJie tiniber. On the -a ... ide 'o' tbii 
ioIand, : •• fort and a larr tracIing bcJUoe, boilt 'by "Mr. LoioeI,'WhO'wiilll!nlo\ 
here cJariDg the la.I year. ill onl.r \0 lrad. with the IiIioux; tllh ...... /nof ....... 
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!'diP" are in grut .,n~ aboat{ Ihia plflu· Tbe eltabliJIuBeat, , ixly Of 
ftYemy ree.! ~ll"wbui1t.nth red ceoIar aad flic1<etted in wilb. tbe.,.me mi. 
t.eQaIL The'hllDle, who load bee. ",aI ... ~d.joined us ~e~.. ~bey mentioo 
tPoL tlt. bill .. are walfhed in gulliC8,~ ill p •• iDg. ove1 wbicb,. s~ mineral sub .. 
f!Iaoo~' bad rolled IIDII deotrayed iDeir .,oCeMU..· Iboy bad killed ~wo deer and • be...... .Ai oisteen mi'" diJtaDce "e tame, to "",the north side at tbe mout\l 

. of .. -U cceek. '.rile ,Jaoge_ wl'lieb ye ! aw y-...lay 08 the sbor .. ..... 
DOt¥' eolM ".ace io tAe river, tmd>-reo~" tile na,'~~ daftierouf. The 
IIMMpIitOeo _ otiIl ...... ....". i. IIoe u- IV""nd •• 

Suoday, ,8epa-l";r 2l\. We po.oiI, ;.rith • light breeze £rOIJl tIoe 101Il!.. 

-. '" _II ~<I. on lb. north, ca .. <1 Goa~ island;. 00. .... hlcb is . .. .... 11 
CI!QOk,. ·caIIed ~y u.. parly; Smola. oreolt,. as we ....... I'ed & ,reat 'l"'oke to tIoe 
fOIIIIo::"."'flll opproaebiaf it. AI Ion ...... .., ~ ..... Io tlte lo",.r poiot of a 
Iar~. islna4 Jaari,,! _ad: t .... _all willow: iIIa.4' ... ~ .usdb&rI pro:;.,ctitlc 
f .. u.tIoe"", '.tbio ioIaod, wbi.b -..call 1illk -nol. io aIleui. _ a..(} a 'hoft 
mit .. long, ... d Ibfee quorters of, o mile wide, situated near the-ooaIlt,. IIDII 
covered with co,ttonwood, the red currant, and grs.pes. The river is here almost 
o.Iraight for a coDBiderable distance, wide and shollow, with many sand-ba.... A 
omaIl creek on tbe nortl!. about aixteea yard. wide. we called Reuben', cr~; ., 
1lI Reuben Fjelds# one of our me~# was the fint of the party whonacbed it. 
At aJlh.ort dipnc;e .hove this we encampedjor.,..tbe night, having made twenty. 
miles. The country, generally, consists of low, rich, timbered ground on the 
nortb, and high barren land, on Ibe south: on both .,idea great numbers of 
pufl'aloe pre feediog. In the evening three boys of the §ioux nation swam 
across the river, and infonned 118 that two parties of Siqux were etlcamped .. .on 
tb, next river, one consiJtiDg at eighty. and the second or-sixty lodges, .t some 
diMs"co above. Aft .. r treating them kindlY,we sent them back, witb a present 
pC two carrots of tobacco to their chiefs, w~om we invited to a' conference in the 
morning. ) .J 

. Moooay. September 24. The wind 'tas from the east, and the day fair' 
wo &000 ~ a hawlsom ptai,rie on the .. north !ide, covered with ripe plums. 
and tho moutla of. creek on the IOUth. called Highwoter creek •• liule abo.~ 
0Ij1' OIIC8IIlJ!'Ileot. At about Aye m~ .. we reacbed ... island two and a half 
mi/eo i. IoogUI, aod .itnsted near the lOulh. Here we were joined by oue of 
our bUDlenl, wbo procured fom elk, but whilst bo .... in pursu~t of ,the ~ 
the ladialls had .... len bis bol!lC. We left the isI.nd. and soon overtook five 

. " lodi_ OD the abore: .. e uchored, and told t,bem from tbe boat we w~ 
(rie,d' aod w;.bed \0 ....un"" .. , but were Dot afraid of any IDdiu.; tho" - -" ~ ~ ... ~ , 
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lOme of their young men had 8tol~n the horse which their great rather had ~t 
for their great chief, and that we could not treat with them until he was re
ltored. They said that they knew nothing of lbe horse, but if he had been 
taken be fih~uld be given up. W-e went 011, aod at eleven nnd a balf miles, 
passed an iM!and on the north, which we calJed Good.humoured island; it i. 
about one and a half miles long. and abounds in elk. At thirteen and a half 
miles, we anchored one hundred yards oft" the mo~tb of a river on the BOutb side; • 
where we were joihed by both the perioques 'aDd encamped j two--thirds of the 
party remained on board, and the fest went a'A a guard on shore with the cooks 
and one perioque; we have seen along the sides of the bills on the north a great 
deal of stone j besides the elk, we also observed a bare ;' the five Indians whom 
we had seen foUQwed us, and slept with 'the guard on shore. Finding one of 
them. was a chief ,we smoked with kim. 8D_d made him a present or ~ob&cco.: 
This river is about seventy yaros wide, and has a considerable current; As1tbe 
tribe or the Sioux which inhabit it are-called Teton, we gave it' tbe name of 
'1,I0Il river. • ' r P 
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CHA~. IV. • • 

• COUNCTL IrKLD WITH THE TBTON&-TH211l MANNERS, DAKCBS, &C.---(:UAYRNNB BIVEB_ 

• COUNCIL DItLO WiTH THE BICARA. INDJA.N&-THBI. MAHM.!BS AND HABIT&-STIlANG& 

INBTANCI; OF BI C"R" rUOLATRY-ANOTHBB INS1'A.NCB--CA.NNONBA.LL JtJV£Il--;:-Aft

RIYAL AMOHO THB kANDAM8-CBAR.A.CTBIl OJ' TUB ItllUlO UNDlNG C01JN'tIlY, AND OW 

THE ellSBXS, ULANDS, &e. ;> 

SEPTEMBER 25. THE morning was fine, and the wind continued from the 
soutb..ea~t. 'Ve raised a flagstaff and an awning, under which we assembled at 
twelve o'clock, ~ith all the ' party parading under arms. The chiefs and wu~ 
Mors fronl the camp two miles up the river, met us" about fifty or sixty in num
ber, and after smoking deli~ered them n speeeb; but as our Sioux interpreter"" 
Mr. Durion. bad l>een JeA. with the YanktoDs, we weFe obliged to make u"se o( 
a li'renchman who could not speak fluently, and there£ore we curtailed our 
harangue. After tbis we went through the ceremony of a.cknowledging the 

chiefl, by giving, to the grand chief a medal, a flag of tbe United States, a laced. 
uniform coat, a cocked hat and feather: to the two other chiefs a medal an(L 
lome Imall presents; and to two warriors of consideration certificates. The
aame of the great chief is Untongasabaw, or Black Buffaloe; the seconcl 
Tortohonga, or the Partisan; the third Tartongawaka, or Buffaloe Medicine:. 
th~ name of one of the war.riors was Wawzinggo; that of the lecoud Ma.to· 
coquepa, or Second Bear. We then invited the chteflt on board, Bnd' showed. 
them the boat, the airgun, and such curiosities as we thought might runUS& 

them: in thh, we IUccccded too well; for after giving them a quarter of a glass< 
of whilkey, which they seemed to lilce very mach, aud !lucked the betUe, it Wo.& 

with moch difficulty that we ooald get rid of them. T.hey at last accompaoiOd 
Captain Clarke on .bore in a perioque with five men r but it seems they bad< 
formed a desigp to !lop .. ; for DO IOOner had the party landed thllll thr.e of the· 
lnd;';" Ieized the cable of the perioque, and Doe of tbe soldi .... of the chief put> 
Ilia _1-.I1he .... : the .. coad chief who affecled intoncation,. then said" , , 

• 



· . I 
that. we should not rro on, that they ha.d Dot recelved present!; enough from US"; 

o ~ , 
Captain Clarke to1d him that he woulu not be prevented from going on j that 
We\WefB nOitsqlla\vlI, but warrioNi; that we were sent by our great father, who 
eould in a. moment extennlD!lte then): the t chief replied. lbat he tao had 
wa.rriors, ami was proceeaing to offer penooft1 violence to Captain Clarke, who 
immediately dr~'" hili sword, and made a signal to the boat io prepare for acfion. 
The Indians who surronndell him, drew their .3lTOWS from their quivers and were 
bending their bows, ",ben the swivel in tb1e 1;o.t was instantly pointed towards 
tbem, and twelve of our most determined Oleo jumped into the perioque aDd 
joined Captain G!.rke. "bis InOv,eweR' made an impression on thelll, for the. 
gnuKi chief ~e!'~tlte yong men ~ay from th.~ penoqne, and they withdrew 
and held tl short- council witb tlle waniors. Being unwitting to irritate tl\enl , 
Captain Clar'lte then w ellt forwaru and dft'ered his hand to tl,e first and secbn<l 
chiefs, ..... ho refused to take it. He then turned from .them ana got into the 
perioql1e. but bad not gone more than teu paces when both the chien and tw~ 
Of tile warM .... ""dod In after~. and he lltoiigllt thmi On bo.ro. "We thell 
proCeeded "" for a mil .. an<! ••• fi_ -oft! a 1WiJ~ i.l«dd. wbi.h frool th'e el _ 
eu""to""". wbieh bad,itt. ocCll'lftd, we a.Hed 1Ioabumoured "1.n<!. • 
- Wednesday, September ~6. Our condO<!tl '-""-y_med to 11& •• iftopiffllJ 
the Tndiaft5 with feM' of. OB, aad aft W~ were '~ of erilrifllting. 'tLeit ac
quaintance, we tomplied .. itb their'wish that .. e ... ld give them .. ojlportGn\tl 
of treeting us well, Mdt al80-lder dleiP-1KJl"lW'IJ1 a"nd children to see OS Slid 6.J 
"""t, ... biel>"oukl be per&ctly n ... to...... Aoeordingly,...tI... passin I ,~ 
one an<! .. balf miI. .... smail willow iliud 118<1 ..... ra1 sa ........... ,j came to. 
.. iMMIth lide, where a.. crew. of men, women ud chit ... "ere waitiDgL~ 
recelV&8S. Captam Lew" went-OD ..... _ MnaiOed tevevu ItOGI'Il ta.ld1 
oI»moing that thew ~i.,..ition_"'1- friwdly .. e reoolved Ie> ....... n. ~uring tW 
.ight to • da ..... w~iclI thy .. _ p<eparinl!' for.... CaptaiM Le .... afttt 
Clarke, who .... nt ... shore one afteo tlle-other,,, .... Met on lauding'''y tl.ni,.. 
4"""",, yotlng men, wllo tool> them up i . .. roi>o!-higbly> deoonUe<J /nId <'Mri<!it 
"m to a l,tge council' ....... wiler. lIoey w.... placed ""'. d""-,, IOuftIdoII 
lIti. by the oride or the K"""'I .~i.f. Tbe bait •• .......,;'-- ...... ;" the 'aIaIp\I 
of tl" ... CfIlattsa of • circle.-<lOTooecI at ibo "'p-alld oideo with ....... eJl ........, 
and ...... Uogadoer. UDder. ilriubelteo _ ..... ot...-y ~foomiwg II clrdi! • 
..... d tU clrief. bef_ ......... _ pIoIoe.t. 8pa'aiob taw- nd tk _ .,;,. hi rye. them. yeot.mla,. Thillei ..... _ .. ,.. <11 ...... t ~ faor .... _, ~ 
fticl.th. pip .. f peoilee ............ __ ~ llieb, .......... .... 
"",_mill Ihe.,"-<I ......... iI ..... "'tbe __ 2 Ilsnll .. . 
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<large fire, in which the, weee.cookiog provisions, stood near'; and!in the centN 
.boot four hundred pound I of excellent boffaloe meat as a present for \\8. A. 
'.000 as we were &eateci"an old maD gOl up, and aft.er approving what we had 
done; begged us to tak'o. ~ty ooltbeh' unfortonate situation. To Lbis we replied 
with aSlJ.lT~CCR of pro~ectioD. After pe bad ceased, the great cbief rose and 
delLvered nn ..ha~ue to t.he 1&1}l8 effect: then with great solemnity he took 
lOme o( the most delicate parts 0' .the dog. which was cooked (or ·the festival. 
a~d beld it to the Jlag by, way of .... crifice: tbi. done. be held up' the pi pe oC 
peace, Dud first pointed it towards the heavens, then to the. {OUf\' quarters of .the 
globe. and tIIen to the carth. made. short speech. lighted the pipe. and p ..... nted 
it to us. We smoked, and. be again harangued his people, after which tbe 
repast was serv.e(l up to us. It onsiiited of the dog which they ,bad juIt been 
t:OOking, thi. being a grut dish among the Sioux, nnd used on aU festival.; to 
this ",ere added, pemitigou, Q. dish made of buft'aloe meat, dried or jerked, aDd 
~hen PJ>undecl nnd mixed ra .. with grease and a kind of grouod. potatoc. dre ... d 
like the preparatiou of Indlon corn called hominy, to which it is little inferio,~ 

Qf all t hese luxurjes which were placed before us in platters with horn spoons, 
we took the pemiligon and I'be.,potatoe. which we (ouod good. bul we eould .. 
yet parlalFe bul sparingly of lhe<log. W. ate and smok",] for an hour. when 
it becemedari.; every tbi1lK 'W8M then cleared away (or the aaoee, 4 1a'lr. lire 
,eiog mad. iu the CEntre of the house, giving at once light and warmth to &b .. 
~~-«oom. The orchestra WaA composed of nbo..ut ten men, who pla-yed on a. 
sort Qf tambou,rio, formed of skin stretcbed..acl'OS8 a hoop; and madq 8 j ingliBli 

• 
DOi~ with a long &tick to which th.e hoofs of deer and goats were huog; the 
thiJ;d instr,umc;n~ was 0. RmpJlskiD bag with pebbles in it: these, with five or Ai 
young men rfor the vocal part .. made up the band. T:he women then C1llDe 
forwaJid, h:ig:Wy decorated ; some with poles in their hands, on which were bung 
the scalps of their enemies; others with gnns, spears or different trophies, tuk:J!n 
in wo.r by their husbands, brothers, or connexioll8. H aving an:a~ tbemgelve. 
ip ~Wo columns, one on ooch tide of tbe fire, all soon as the music began they 
daQ~ towarlls each other till they met in the centre, wJlen the raUles were 
shaken, end they all shouted and Tetltrned back to their places. They b:n~&DO 
.up, botehuile atopg the grouad; 'nor does the mu.,ie appear to be nny'thing 

, more. thaD a ooofuaion of noi8el, distingui&-hed only by hard or gentle blows upon 
the buW.1oa skiD: the lOng is pe~cIIy extemporaneous. In the . pauses of tb6 
dance, aay maD 0{ the compuy COIUeI forward and recites, in a sort of low gutturaJ 
~, IOIb8 liUle &tory or incideat, which is either martial or lud~crolll; or, u.s 

w ...... ~.' ... ing ..... qpt ....... ild indec •• t;.thiJistakenupbythe orcheslc .. 

L-____________________ ~~ ______ ~~ ____ • 

' ~-------" 



that we sbcml(l not ~o 0\\, that t'lt~Y lUl.d nllt received presents enough fl'om us: 
Captain Clarke told him that he wonld not be prevented from going on;' that 
we' were net sqn8ws, but warriors; that we were sent by our great father, who 
~ould in a nlOment extermi nate thelll: the chief replied. that he tOI) had 
'Warriors, and was proceeding to offer personal violence to Captain Clarke, who 
inmlediatelv drew his sword, and made a signal to the boat to prepare for act.ion. 
The Indja~s who surronllded him, drew their .. alTows from their qui'lerR anit were 
bending their bows, when the swivel in the tJollt was instantly pointed towards 
them, and twelve of Olll' most determined men jumped into the perioque and 
jmned Captain Clllrke. This movement '.'Bade an impresm()n on Otem, for the 
grand f.'!hiet' eNtered t.he yoltng- men -away from the perioque, and they withdrew 
and held a sbort ('onncil with the Wftrt;ors. Being mlwil1ing to jrritate them, 
Captain Clarke then went forward and offered his hand to tlte first and second 
chief.'J, who l"t"fnsed to takf' it. He tlwn turned from them and got into the 
perioque, but bad not gone more than ten pace,. when hoth the chicf..., and two 
of the warriors waded in after ltTm, and he btottpt th~m on board. 'We then 
proceeded on for a mtle and an~hored off a. willow island, which fro~1 the cir.. 
Ctlmstanee!'l which bad just ocC'm'l"ed, we catted BadbumBured ~land. 

",r ednesday, St>pt~r ~6. Our conclftct yenerday seemed te ha\'e iftspifed 
Hl~ IndiftTltJ with {eM' of ns, aDd as w(" were de8irO'US of enltivating their ac. 
qt1ftit'ttance, we ~plied with their wish that ""' .slHmtd. give them *tl opptlrt8nity 
of treating U8 wen, .d alRO suft'er thefp flqftWS and children to see utJ MId out 
~t, which. .... onk! be perfuctly new te tt.em. Accordingly t -rafter passing at 
Dne and 6 half miN! ,a. small willow _Ad 8IKl several flaaAarw,,,e came to db 
11M stWIth side, where a crow4 of men, .Otn«l aad chit __ were waiting M 
FeU1Ve· os. Captain Lewis went on 8hoN am" Ntnained 1evnal J.OflI'8, 'ad 
obaervjng that their tilispeaition was frieadty .e resolved to renmm during. 
aight to a danre, w~iclJ they were "'epbrihg' for as. CaptaiM Lewis • .4 
VIMkc, who went OD lIbore one after tke other, were met on landing \y tielt welf 
4~e;sN yonng men, Who took them up in 01 robe higthly tMcorated ftnd (."amed 
them to a b,r.ge COQ1lcil MU8e, wh .. e dtey weN placed OIl a d~d ~ 
skin by the side of the gr8lld ehiJ.. The biD or .~I.Jl'IOCMn W'Wf. itt the ~ 
.f three qnatten of a. circle, coveted &t the top aDd tides with ... weB' .... 
a.nd sewei,tog.etiher. Under "shelte'_.ut~ ~"'mil."'cikB 
:Nod the chtef,. he_ w .... ....., Iplatmt. Spa.ish tag .. l tW ~ .. 'W 
wiveD t-hem yestcmJa.y... Tbia left ., '\IIt.CIIIt .... <Jf .&Out ...... "etiW~lftlI 
~ch. the pi~ ei ptMe wag rai..tt ..... ~ stieb....--- ... Ie"" 

)oohealromtbe.groadt ....... • ' __ 'fIf' • .............. ~. 
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large fire, in which they w.eve cooking provisions, stood near, and in the cen(N 
about four hundred pounds of excellent boffaloe meat RI!O a pt'esent for llfl. As 
soon as we were seated, an old man got up, and after approving what we had 
done, begged us to take pity on their unfortuna.te sitlJation. To tbi" we replied 
with assurances of protection. After he had ceased, the great chief rose and 
delivered an haranl?\.ue to the same effect: then with great solemnity he took. 
some of the most delicate parts of the dog, which was cooked for the festival, 
and held it to the Bag by way ot' ~critice: this done, he held up· the pipe of 
peace, and first pointed it towards the 11eaveus, then to tbe four quarters of -the 
globe, and tlIoo to the eILl'th, made a short speech, lighted the pipe, and presented 
it to us. We smoked, and he again J)arangued his people, after whICh the 
repast was serve.} up to us. It consisted of the dog which they had just been 
cooking, this being a great dish among the Sioux, and llsed on all festivals; to 
this were added, pemitigon, a dish made of butfaloe meat, dned or jerked, and 
then pounded and mixed raw with grease and a kind of ground potatoe, dre!Wed 
like the preparation of Indian corn called hominy, to which it is little infemor. 
Of all these luxuries which were placed before us in platters with horn spoons, 
we took the pe.mitigon and the potatoe, which we found good, but we could as 
yetpartake but sparing'ly of tbedog. We ate and smoked for an. hour, when 
jt beceme dark: every thiBg was then cleared Jlway for tbe dance, a Jarg~ lira 
he.lGg made in the centre of the hoose, givjag at once light and warmth to- tbe 
ball..rooUl. The OI'chestl'a was composed of about ten men, who played on 'a 
sort of tambourin, formed of skin stretched across a hoop; and made a jtDgliagt 
noise with a wng atick to whlch the hoofs of deer 3mI goats wete hung; the. 
third instrument was a folOlaU skin hag with pebhles in it: these, with five or six: 
young men for the vocal part, made up the band. l'he women then came 
forward highly df'('orated; 80me with poles in their hands, on whicb ""ere hung 
the scaJ.P& of their enemies; others with gnns, spears or t.1ifierent trophies, tuken 
ttl Wat by their h\lSbands, brothers, or conooxions. Having arrangf!d tbt'mselv€s 
in two CQlumns, pne on eitch tride ()( the fire, as soon as the music began they 
danced. towards eaeh other tiU tltey met iu the centre, wht'D the rattles were 
sha,ken,. and they aU shouted and 1'EltOf"ned back to their places. 'l'h(>y ha,'e DO 

step. i;JQ18buiie aiOflg the gJ1)W;ld; 'nor does the music appear to be nny thing 
more tban a eonfusle. of noises, distiuguished only by bard or gentle blows upon 
.~ bofaloe skiD,: the soug iii peIfeciJ.1 esteD.lperaneous. I1l the pauses df the 
dan" •• , 81at1 (j{ the OOOlpaay GOmes forward and recites, in a sort of loW' guttural 
~t\ ~ litU,.v&tory 10 .. incidut, which is either marhal or l\l(\~,eus; or, as 
,u*:~.v~, ~ ... "ncLin.ec_t) this is take1tup by the oreileatt'1k> 



and the ~anters, who repeat it in't\ higher strain ond dance to it. '&metimes 
they ~1ternate; the orchestra first ~erfo ... tl'ling', and when it ceases, t~ 'Womea 
raise their v{)ices and make a mUllie more n.greetfule, that is, less int.olerahle thAll 

that of the ll'1usicians. The dances of dIe meh. w~h are alway4J sepaYate from 
the women, are conducted very nearly 'in the same way, except that" the men 
jump up and down instf'ad of shuffling; and in the war ~ances the rpcitarions 
are a11 of a military CMt. The harmony of thf" entertainment had nearly heen 
.disttlrbc(l II,' oue of the mnc;icians, who think;ng he had not reeeiv..,d a dne share 
,of the tohacco we had distributed dm'jug the evening, put himself into a pa8~ion~ 
broke one of the drums, threw two of them into the fire, and left the hamt. 
They were taken out of the fh'e: a buffaloe robe held in one hand and beatoo 
with the other, hy tlievel'l,l of the company, supplied the placf> of the l()Rt drnM 
or tambourin, and 110 notice was taken of the offensive conduct of the manl 
\Ve staid till twt'lve o'clock at night. when we informed the chiefs that they .. 
Jnust be fatigued with all these attempts to amuse 11&, and retired accompanied 
by four cMef.ll, two of whom spent the nlght with us on board. 

While Oll liihore we saw twenty-five ~qllaws, and about the same mit'n.oor'Of 
ehildren, who had been taken prisoners two weeks ago, in a battle with theit' 
~ountrymt"n th(> Mahas. In thi~ eu~t\g't'ment the Sioux destroyed forty loogeg. 
kIlled seyenty-iive men. of which we saw many of the scalps, and took these 
prisoners; their appearance is wretched and dejected; the women too seem 
low in I'Itatu!'e, coarse and ugly; though their present condition may diomni. 
theif beauty. 'Ve gave them a variety of small at,tides, such as awls. ani 
needles, and interceded for them with. the chief.-t, to whom we recomm~ftded Co 
foHow the advice of tlleil' great father, to restore the prisoners and uve in p~ 
with the Mabas, which they promised to do, 

rrhe tribe which we this day saw, arc H part of the great Sioux natiQl), and, a~ 
known b~ the name of the 'l't>ton Okaudandas: tbey are auout tw~ huudrecl 
nWll in 1I1lmher, and tbeir clud' l'e!iidence is Oil hoth sides of the l)tlw,SQJ,Wi, be
tween the Chayellne aud Teton ril'er~, In their person!t they ar-e rathe.t JlgJy 
and ill made, theil' leg'S' 'and arms being too small, their c~elbC)llie8 hl~, fW,Q! 

tlreir eye\;\ projet't\ng. The females, with the same eb~er ~f fa-rm" Jl,r1:t,D}Ql'Rt 

handso)me; and both sexes 81>1)ea1' cheerful 8'1\d sprightly 3 but In (}qr i>Jt~Jl}o~. 
",ith thf'1ll ,,,e (liscov'E'J'e<i that they were clmnwg 8.l141,,..j.clous. 

The men shnvtl the hall' off theit' beads, except a ".aU tuft on.e ~Pt \VbW~J 
they suffer to grow and weat' in plaits .ova' tbe ah()Jllders; :tQ, tbis"tB~1 ,.if:l~ 
much :Htacbed, as tht!!' JO!IJS of it i~ the usuahacriDceat ihe dea,~fr o£,qeaJf ml~j.j 
I~l fnl) dl'€,~s, the mCll of consideratioll wear a hawk's feather, ol''lCalumet feather 



warked with porcnpine quillS, a.nd fastened to the top of the head, from which it 
falls back. The faee and body are generally painted with a mixture of grease 
aod coal. Over the shoulders is a loose robe or mantle of bufl"aloe skin dressed 
white, adorned with porcupine qnills loosely fixed so as to make a jingling 
noiie when in motion, and painted with various uncouth figures unintelligible to 
us, but to them emblematic of military exploits, or any otber incide~t; the hair 
()f the robe is worn next the skin in- fair weather, but when it rains the hair is 
Jlut outside, and the robe is eith('r thrown over the arm, or wrapped round the 
body, all of which it may cover, Under this in the winter season they wear a 
kind of shirt resembling OUl'S, alld made eith(!I' of skin or clotb, and covering the 
arms ana body, RouDd the middle is fh:ed a girdle of cloth or procured dressed 
elk-skin, about an inch in width and closely tied to tJle body, to this i$ attached 
a piece of doth or blanket or skin about a foot wide, which passes Detween the 
legs and is tucked under the girdle both before and behiud; from the hip to the 
anele he is covered by leggings of ul'eiScd antelope skins, with seams at .the 
side!; two inches in width, and ornamented by little tufts of hair, the produce of 
the scalps they have made in war, which arc scattered down the leg. 'l'he win
ter moccasins are of dressed buffaloe-skin, the hair b~i.ng worn inwards, and 
soaled wid) thick elk-skin parchment; those for summer are of deer or elk-skin, 
dre.ssed without the hair, and with soals of elk-skin. On great occasions, or 
whenever they are in full dr'ess, the young men drag after them the entire skin 
of a pelecat fixed to the heel of tile moccasiu. Another skin of the same animal 
is either tucked into the girdle or earned ill t.he haud, and serves as a pouch fott 
their tobacco, or what the French traders call the bois roulc: this is the in.ner 
bwk of a species of red willow, which ueing dried in the sun or over the fire, i& 
ruhued hetwef'll the hands and broken into small pieces, and is used alone or 
mixed with robacco. The pipe is gcnerally of red earth, the stem made of ash, 
about tLree or four feet long, and highly dccorated with feathers, hair and 
pOT'Cupine quill •• 

The hair of the w.omen is sttffercd to grow long, and is parted frorn the fore
head across the bead, at the back of which it is either collected into a kiad of 
bag, or hangs tl()wn .over the aboulderlil. rfheir moccasins are like those of the 
Jl\en, IS aH &iso 'the leg,g-ings, whicb do not however reacD beyond the kne~. 
where it is met by wleng loolle Wbit of skin which reaches Dew'ly to the aneles ,;, 
thi'l 'if fastened ovet tile .-boo)." by a striug and has no slecv-es, h~ ~ few 
pieces .rille skin barwg a short distance down dIe arm. Sometio)es a girdle 
idlM!nwlchil'HjnR ~ tIM waist, ad over aU IS thrown a robe 1ik~ t.hat worn 

It 
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1>1 the Men. They seem fond of dl'"e"~. T~ir lodges are very neatly eon
Itm~t in the. same form as those of the Ya!ltktons; they consist of abollt one 
11lmdred cabins, made of white huffaloe hide dressed, with a larger one in the 
eeutre for holding councils and dances. They nre built ronnd with poles ab()"t 
fifteen OJ" tvyellty feet high, covered with white ~kiml; these loclgc~ may be taken 
to pieces, packed up, and catTier} with the nation where~·er they go, by dogs 
which bear great burdens. 'j'he women are chit,fly employed in dresS'ing 
buffaloe skins: they seem perfectly well disposed, but are addicted to stealing 
any thing which they can take without bein!{ observ(>d, This nation, although 
it makes so many ravages among its neighhours, is hadly supplied with gnns, 
The water which they carry with them is containf'd chiefly in the paunches of 
deer and other animal!!, and they make use of wooden howls. Some had their 
heads shaved, which we founel was a species of mourning for relations. Another 
usage, on thc&e occasions, is to i'un arrows through the fle~h both above and be .. 
low the f>lbow. 

While on shore to-day w(' witnesseo a quarrel between two squaW's, whieb 
appeared to be growiug every moment mOl'C hoi~tt;ro\l~, ,,,hen t\ man came fot-
ward, at whose approach everyone seemed tt>tTined and ran. He took the 
ilquaws, and without any ceremony whipped them SPV('l'e1y i oh inquiring into 
the nature of &uch summary ju<,tic(', we leflnlt that thi'l man \Vn" an officer well 
known to this and many other tribes. His duty is to keep the peace, and the 
whole interior police of the village j" confided to two or three of these office~, 
who are named by the chief and remain in power some days, at least tm the 
chief appoints a successor; they file('m'to be a sort of cOllfooiabJe or sentinel, sincf' 
they are always on the watch to keep tr'anquiUity during the day, and guarding 
the camp in the night. The short duration of their oflice 1~ compensated by it:. 
authority: his power is supreme, and in the suppression of' any riot ot' dis
turbance no resistance to him iR suffered: his power is sae\'cd, ana If in the exe
cution of his duty he s1rlkes even n chief of the second daliR, he cannot be. 
punished for this salutary insolenco. In general they accomp::my the person of 
tbe chief, and .,'hen orderc·rl to any duty, however dangerous, it is a point of 
honour rath~r to die than to refuse obedient"e. Thus, when they attempted to 
"top us yesterday, the chief ordered one of these men to take possession ef the 
boat; he immediately put his arms round the mast, and, as we lmdentood, no 
force except the command of the chief woold have induced him tb' l'~lease his 
hold, . Like the other men their bodies are blaeke:tled, but tht:lir disting.ui8hing 
mark IS a collection of 1wo or 'three tavtm gkins fixetP to the' 'girdle behind' 'tJle. 



hack ill auth a. way, that the tails stick out horizontally from tllf> bc>dy. en 'hi'S 
bead tQO is a. raven skin split intolr two parts, and tied so as to let the beak pro

ject from the forehead. 
Th.ursday, September 27. 'Ve rose early,. and the two chiefs took off', as a 

matter of course and according to their custom, the blanket on which they had 
!Jept. '1'0 this we added a peck of cort} as a present to each. Captain Lewis 
and the cwef5 went on ~hore to see a part of the nation that was expected, bttt 
did not CQQle. He Jeturned at two fl'clock, with fOllr of tbe chieftJ and a war
rior of distillction, called W adrapa, (or 011 his gllard); they examined the boat 
and admired wl.atever wa<i strange, dUTing half an hour, when they left it 'With 
great reluctanc('. Captain. Clarke accompanied them to the lodge of the gntnd 
c,bief, .who invited them to a dance, wharf', being joined by Captain LeWis, they 
remained till a late hour, The dance was very similar to that of yesterday. 
About twelve we left them, taking the second chief and one principal warrior 
on board: as we came ncar the bont the UlaD who steered the perioque, by mis
tak(> , brought hel' broadside agaillst the ooat's cable, and hroke it. We ca1led 
up all hands to their oars; but our noise alarmed the two Indians: they called 
out to their companions, and immediately the whole camp crowded to the shore ; 
hut after half an honr they returned, leaving ahout sixty men neaT us. 'rite 
alarm given by the (;hiefs was said to be that the Mahas had attacked UIt, and 
tooL they W('J'e desirolls of as~sting us to J'epel tbem; but we suspected Hurt they 
were afraid we meant to sct bail, find intended to prevent us from d()ing so j rot' 
in the night the l\Illha pribooers bad told one of Olll' men, wh<! understood the 
langua.ge, that we werp. to be stopP(·(l. 'Ve therefore, withollt giving any indi. 
cation of our suspicioll, pretlllred evt'ry thing for an attack, as the l'oss of cmr 
andlor obligf'u us to come to near a falling bank, very unfavourable fur defence. 
'Ve wel'e not mistaken ill these opinions; for when in the m1>rning, 

Pt'iday, September 28, after dragging unsuccessfully for the anchor, we 
wl~hed to set sail, it was with great difficulty that we could make the chiefs 
tpave the bont. At length we got! rid of nil except the great dhief; when just 
as we were setting out, severol of the chiefs soldiers sat on the rope which held 
the boat on the shore. Irritutro at this we got every thing ready to fire on them 
if the, persisted, but: the great chief said that these were his soldlers and onl1 
wanted S01cl)e tobaceo. We had, alrt>1luy refused 11 flag and some tobacco to tile 
l-,econd chief, who -hnd den.H\.Uded- it witb great importunity; but willing fo le~"e 

" tbem without going to extremities, we threw him a carrot of tobacco;' sAyinlr'tb 
h_; II You have toJd·u, tltat"'rot)'were a 2'l'eat matt, and' have itiflubhee'· "flOW 

d f • III OJ , 

show yoar inffbence, by taking the rope f\oom those men, and We ,1ill J then go' 
K:2 
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WithOUt"iliay Ifttrthff trouble,'" This appeal to flill pride 11M til. desired e«e-et J 
bewent out of the boat, gaTe the soldierfl the tobacr.o, and pulling tbe repE!,out 
of tfleir hand~ delivered it on board, Rnd we tileD set sait uDder a breeze f,'OID 
the S, E. After sailing about two miles we ebsf.lrved th~ t:bird chief beckoning 
to ftS! we took him on board, nnd he informed U8 tha.t the rop6 bad been held by· 
the order of the second chief'. who 'Was 1\ double-faced man. A (little farther ea 
we were joined by the son of the chief, who came Oil board to see his father. On 
his return we·sent a speech to the nation, expfaining \\- hat we had d&ne~ and ad
vising them to peace; but if they persisted in their attempts to stop us, we were 
willing and able to defend ourselves. After making six miles, during which we 
passed a willow island on the south and one sandbar, we encamped on another in. 
the middJe of the river. The country on the south side was a low prairie, tbat 
on the north highland. 

September 29. We set O\\t early, but were again impeded by sandb~ which 
made the river shallow; the weather ;" however fMr; the land on tile nortlt 
side low and covered with timber, contrasted with the bluffs to the south. At 
nine {)·cloclt we saw the second chief and two women and three men on shore. 
who wished us to take two women offered by the second chief to make friendSt 
witi'Ch was refused; he then requested us to take them to the other band of their 
nation, wbo were on the river not far from us: this we declined; but in Ipite of 
our wishes they followed us along shore. The chief asked us to give them 80me 
tobacco; this we did, and gave more as a present for that part of tile nation which 
we did not see. At seven and a Jlalf miles we came to a small creek, on the 
southern side, where we saw great tmmbers o£ elk, and which we called Nouml.te:r 
creek from its bare appearance. Above the mouth ef this stream, a Ricara 
band of Pawnees had a village five years ago: but there are no remains of it 
except the mou~d which encircled the town. Here the second chief weRt on 
shore. We then proceeded, and at the distance of eleven miles encamped on the 
lower part of a willow island, in the middle of the river, being obliged to sub
stitute large stones, in the place of the auchor which we lost. 

September 30. The wind was this morning very bigh from the 8Out.h-east~ 
80 that we wel'~ obliged to proceed under a doubJe-J'Nfed mainsail, through Ute 
rain. The eOQDtry presented a large low prairie covered with timber on the Dortb 
side; OIl,the south, we nnt had high hlU"l'eD lUlls, bot &ier some mile. it lleca.mo 
of the same ,(lharacter as that on the opposite side.. We had not goPe lar whea 
an Indian ran .fter us, 8tld begged to be carried OIl boa.td u far ., ~ Ricans. 
wWeh we refued:- SOGB after, we tliscovered on the JaWs at 8.~. a I~. 
aUlDbel'()C In .. , who caae towerda the Ii". MCJ eDC~:~-k~ .t.,-., 



'9 
1Ve stopped at aAndbl.r~ at about eJ~_ Jl\ilea, and a{~ breakfaatting proee~ 
on a short distance. to their camp, wbich consiAed of about·Jour huodJ'ed S()Ub.. 

We anchored ODe bu.dred yards from the shore, and dittcovering that they were 
TetoD8 belongU'g to the baM w~h we AId just left. we told them that we took 

I • 

them by the hand, 1Pld would Q'lake..ea,cb chlcf a present of tobacooJ .that we had 
been badly t~ated by 80~ of their band, and that having waited for them two 
day'S J:mlow, we coula not BOp here, but referred them to Mr. Durion for onr talk 
and all explanation of our view»: t.l\ey then apologized for what had past, assured 
us that tbey were friendly, aDd very desirous that we should land and cat with 
them: this we refused, but SCDt the perioque on shore with the tobacco, which 
was delivered to one ofthe 'Soldiers of the chief, ~hom we had on board. Several 
of them no.w ran along the shore after us, but the chief threw them a twist of 
tobacco, ana told them to go back and open their ears to our councils; on which. 
they immediately returned to their lodges. We then proceeded past. a continua.
tion of the low prairie on the north, where we had large quantities of grapes,. 
and 011 the south saw a small cJ;eek and an ilJand. Six miles above this, two. 
Indians came to the bank, looked at U8 about half an how', and then went without 
lpeaking over the hills to the south.west. After HOme time, the wind rose still 
higher, and the boat struck a log, turned, and was very near taking ill water. 
The chief became so much terrified at the danger,. that he hid himself in the 
IJOut, aud as 800n as we la.oded got his gUll ami told us that lAe wanted to l'etlJl'D,. 

that we would now see no more Tetons, and that we might proceed unmolested:. 
we repeated the advice we had already given, ptesented him with a blallket, a. 
knife, some tobacco, and afte,' 8moking with mill he set out. We then continued 
to a sandbar en the north side, where we encamped, having come twenty and .. 
half miles, In the course of the day we saw a number of sandbars which inipede. 
the navigatiou. The only animal which we observed was the white gull,. tAeb 
ill great abundance. 

October 1st, 1804. The weather was very cold and the wind high from tIut 
south-east during the night, aud oootinued so this Inorning. At tb.l'ee miles dis
tance, we had paGed a large islaad in the middle of the river, opposite to the 
lo~r ead .of which the RMaru obee had a "mage on the south side of the river: 
tbe\'le arOf however, DO r8tnnuta of it now, except .. circular waR $bree or fo"," 
feet in heigb~ whWJa _co~ Mae tctWl\' Two miles beyoncl this island is • 
river oommg ia &om the IOUtl .. W-, about iou" hUDdt'ed yards wi41e; the curreat· 
gentle" aad diBchargiag IBOtI8Mb water, Uld very lit.tle &fWd! it takes it,s , •. in. 
the fIeIC01ld rage IDf tlIIe Cote •• or Black. mOWltaiftl, and it. ~1'fl\tQ,O\IWe' 
is· ..... .,._,·thit,.ri, .. ' ... beea'~icIaalIy called Beg ri_,."" lnijtaJa:. 



OlJinlon that it" F'I'C'llCb name was Chien, but its tme appellation is Chayeulle, 
and it derives thi~ title from the Chayenno lntlifus; their histol'Y is t1le~lol't and 
melancholY relation of the calamities of rumoljt all the Indians. rEliey were 41-

unmeroll'; i>eople and lived on the Chaycnot', a. branch of the Red river of Lakt, 
\VinnlI)i'(l'. The invasion of the Sioux dNYC them wesh\uru; in their progreli~ o • 
they ha}tt·d on the southern <;idf' of the ~Misso\lri below the 'Val'reconnc, where 
their aneient fOl'tiiientiolls still l'Aist; hut the same impulse again druve Ulf'lll to 
the beads o~ the Chu),cnne, where they now rovcJ and occa)'ionally vi~t the 
Ri~at·as. 1'hey nrt> now redllCe(l, Lut &till nnmber three hundred mell. 

Although the I'iH~I' did not r-.eem to throw out much sand, yet neal' and aLove 
its mouth" e find a gTeat many salll1bars difficult to pa&s. 0» both side" of the 
Missouri, neat· the Chayeune, are rich thinly timberclliowlands, bcbiud which 
are bare hills. As we proceeded, we foond that the sandbars m~l.(h~ the rivel' so 
shallow, and the wind "ar-. so hi~'h, that we e.ould scarcely find the channel, and at -one place we were fOl'(,t~d to drag the boat over a sandbar, the Missouri being yery 
wide and falling' a little. At ')C'vcn ;.lIlll a half miles we came to at a point, and 

l'emained three hours. during '\\'hich time the wind abated: we then paskll within 
four mile~, t~'o ('reeks on the south, one of which we called Centinel creek, and 
the otber Lookout creek. This part of the river has but little t.huber; the hills 
are !Jot so high, as Wf' have hitherto i>c"'("ll, and the number of sandhars extends 
the riv('l' to more than half a mile in breadth. 'Ve continued aLout four aud a 
half miles further, to a sandbar in the middle of tile river, where we spent the 
nig'ht, our pI'O~T(>SS heing sixteen milf>s. On the ()pposite shore, we saw a hoose 
among the willo\V~, auti a boy, to WhORl we called, and brought rum on bQard. 
He proved to be a young Frencbman ill the employ of a Mr. Valle, a trader, 
who is now here pursuing his commerce with tht.· s.wux. 

1.'ncl'Klay, October 2. rrhere haeI beeD a '101t'ut wind from the K E. during 
the night, which ha\ing moderated, we i>et ~ail with Mr. Valle, who vi!tited U$ 

this morninL; and accompanied liS for two miles. He itS QIIC uf three French 
tr;id('rs "ho hale halted hel'e, eXHectllw the Sioux who a,·c cOlllillg down from .. '=' 
the Rica,"as, ';\ here they now are, for the purposes of t.".a.ffic. Mr. Valle tells us 
that he pa'ise<1 the last winter three hundred wagues up abe Chayelltle, under the 
Black mountains. 'fhat rivel' he represents a.~ very rapid, Ha.ble to sudden IIweU., 
t he bed and shores formed of COtlT're gra.vel, ana ditiicult of alteen' even f~ caaotI. 

One hnndred leagues f.-om its mouth it divides into two branches, "oe coming from: 
dl€ south, the other at forty )eagQes from the junctioa.eaters the BlilGk. mouniainl. 
'rIte land which it waters from the MissoUl'li to tlul Black 1ll0Wltaim, NBeowles,the 
('Otlhtry ou the- ~ltiS4ouri, elilO&pt tha1; ~ femler hu.eMll luss&iliber .. aQd_~· 

1 ", 
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greater proportion is cedar .. The ChayeDDes l'efride chiefly on the heads of tl:(t, 

river, and !'Iteal horses from the Spanish settlement, a plundering excursion which 
they perform in a month's time. The :Black mountains, he observes, are very high, 
covered with great qnantities of pine, and in some parts the snow remain~ during 
the sumtner, fl'here are also great quantities of goats, wllite bear, p'-airie cocks, 
and ti species of anilllal which from his description must resemble a small elk, 
with large circular horns. 

At two and a half mileg we had passed a willow island on the south, on the 
north side of the river wel'e dark bluffs, and on the south low rieh prairies. 
We took a meridian altitnde on onr arl'ival at the upper end of the isthmus of' 
the bend, whieb we called the Lookout bend, and found the latitude to h~ 
14" ur 36", 'rhis bend is nearly twenty miles round, and not more than twO' 
miles p,cross, 

In the aftt'rlloon we heard a bhot fired, and not long after observed some 
Indians on a hiH: one of them came to the shore and wished us to land, afi there 
were twenty lodges of Yanktons or Boisbrule tllere; we declined doing so, tel
ling him that we had already seen hiR chiefs, and that they might learn from 
Mr, Durion the nature ~f th(> talk we had delivered to them. At nine miles 1iVe 
came to the lo~ er point of a long island on the north, the hanks of the south side 
of the river being high, those of the north forming a 10w rich prairie. We 
('oastf,d along this island, which we caned Caution island, and aftel' passing a. 
smull cl'cek on t11e sonth, encampld nn a sandbar in the middle of the river; 
ha"ing made twelve miles. The wind changed to the north-west, and became 
w'I'y hig'h and cold. The current of the river is less rapid, und the water thol1g~ 
of the same colonr contains less sediment than helow the ChaycIIII€', but its 
wi(lth continues the same, 'Ve were not able to hunt to-day; for a~ there are so 
mnny lndiam. in the neigbbourhood, we were in constant exp<'ctation of being 
attacked, and were therefore forced to keep the rarty together and be on Ollr 

gnat-d. 
Wednesday,O'ctobera. Tlle wind continued so hig·h {I'om the nOI'th-tlcst, 

that we" could not s~t ont till after seven: we then pl"oceedf'd till twelve o'clock, 
and hind",« ot."o. bur towards the 8011fh, where we examined the pel'io(ltJf;S, alJd the 
forecastle "Crihe boat, and found that the mice had ('ut sc\"eral bags of coru, and 
spoiled Rome or ou.r clothes: abOut Ol1e o"clock an Indian came running to the 
shore J1Ul Ii. tllti~ on ilis back : '~veraI otllE'rs soon joined him, but we had 110 
iutE';'~du~t Witb·~ntetn. We'iJ:.ih. went on for three miles, but the a<.;cent soon 

booQ:tb~'~d"'~frt\aea by satldbarfl and ihGal water, that after attempting in VUill 

se;61'ftl 'cb~nnel'~ ~ diMttftined W rest for tbe nhrht under some bi!Yb bluff.., ou. 



~ feutb,.«nd send out to -examiae the best ell_ltd. We had ... de .eight milcJ 
alOftg high bluffs on .each side, The biftls we JaW were the white gulls and th. 
brant which were flying to the southward in large ftook •. 

Thursday, 4th. On exami .. ation we found that theN was Ill) outlet practica
ble {Ot' us ;n this channel, and that we must Tetread our steps. We therefol'e 
returned thrE"c miie+l, and attempted another channel, in 1"hich we were more 
fortunate. The Indians ",'el't' in small numbers on the shOt'e, and seemed willing 
had they beeJ1 more llomel'ous to molest us. They called to desire tbat we wO\Jld 
land, and one af tbem g'a"e tbT.ee yells and fired a ban a.head of the boat: we 
howre\'er took 00 notice of it, but lande-l on tbe south to breakfast. One of 
these ludiarls swam across and begged for some powder; we gave him a piece .of 
tobacco only. At eight and a balf miles we l1ad pai~ed an island in the nliddle 
of the river, which we caned Goodhope island. At one and a. half luile we 
r.eached a creek on th .. south side abolM' twelve yards wide, to which we gave 
the name of Teal creek. A little above this is an islaqd on the Borth side of the 
current, about one and a ha.lf mil~ in length and three quarters of a mile in breadth. 
In the centre of this island is an old "iUage of the Ricaras, called Lahoocat; it 
W8.1I surronnded by a circular wall, containing seventeen lodges. The Ricaru 
are known to have lived there in 1797, and the village seems to have been de· 
scrted about five years since; it does not contain much tilllber. ,\\T e encamped 
on a 81Uldbar making out from the upper end of t.his island; .our journey to-day 
being twelve miles. 

Friday, October 5, The weather was very cold: yesterday evening and this 
morning there was a whitt' frost. We sail('d along the higWands OD the pOrth 
side, passing a small ('reek on the south, uety,'een three a.ad four miles. At 
seven o'clock we heard SOtn<." yell'S and Ijaw three IndiWls of the T~ ba.D4, 
who asked us to come on shore and begged tOr some tobacco; to all which we 
gave tbt' same answer as hitherto. At eight miles we reached a small creek on 
the north. At fourteen we p8l;scd an i&luhd on the south, covereil with wild rye., 
awl at lIu; head a largf> creek comes ill frbID the south, whicb we named White
brant cff'ek, from seeing several wbite brants amoug Bock's of 4ark-coJ4lW.-.4 
ones. At tJH~ ditJtance of twenty milH we came to on a iandbar to ......... 
north side of the river, with a willow island opposite; the hilJaorblafa.,....w 
t~e l~nks of the river on, both sides, but are ~ so high as tb", a.a!e Gelo~ ~,. 
rIver Itself however contmues of the &arne WJdth, ad the sa.ndbans are q~,f," 
DllmerOllS. The ~ofl of the banks is datk oo!Ot)r~ mad maoy of ., b ....... '" 
the appearance of being on nre. Oat pme this dar was a __ , a~t",4M, 
aud serhe goats out of a Rock that WM nriDamiag acJOII the ~,er II! 



'Sifttntlly,IOetobt1r '6; 'l"be momingJ wU still cold, the wind being ft'om t.t.. 
ttm-t .... tI At eigltt miles we eatne to a 'witlow jll1,OO on the oortb, opposite a point 
of timber, where there are many large stones ncar the middle of the rivE'r, 
~;hith !!learn to have been washed (rom tbe hills and high plaill/t on both sides, or 
driven froni a (limnDCe down the stream. At twelve miles'we baIted for mnner 
nt It vinage 'WMeh wtl Stlppose to have belonged to the Ricaras: it is situated in 
a low pltlin on the rivcr, and co~sists of about eigbty lodges. of an octagon 
fet'm, neatly covered with earth, placed as close to each other as possible, and 

})icketed round. 'fh~ skin canoes, mats, bncket<;, and articles 01 furniture found in 
the lOdges, indnce os to suppose that it had been left iu the spriag. '" e found 
three differerrf gott~ of squashes growing in the village; we al:ro killed an elk near 
it, and ~nw t1'l'O wolves. On leaving the village the river 'became shallow, and 
aftN' sNlrchiug a long time for the main channel, which was con('ealed among 
~nndhan;, "'E" at last drnggC'd the hoat over one of them rather than go back 
three miles fur th(> deepest channel. At fourteen and a half tnile~ we I'topped 
f6l'the nig'ht on a sandhar, opposite a creek 011 the north, caneu Otter creek, 
twerrty-h\'o yards in width, bnd containing morC' water than is common for creeks 
of that size. '!'hc sides of the river during the day are variegated with high 
hluff.:; nnd low timhered grounds on the banks: the riycl' is vet"y much ob&tructe<l 
hy sandhnrs. 'V (> ~aw geese, swans, brunts and dncks of different kinds on ~ 
tU\~dtmrs, tm.1 on "hore numbers of tbe prairie l.1cn; the magpie toq is very; 
common; but tit(' gnlls alill plover, "hich we saw in such numbers below, arfJ' 
n-o'\\' quite rure. 

Sunday, Octoher 7. There was frost ng-ain last evening, and this morning 
,'as ckiud,Y and attended with rnin. At two miles we came to the mouth of a 
nWr'; caned by the RictUl1S, Sawawkawna, or Pork riVf'f: the party ,,10 ex&
niiot-d it for at\(lut'tlll"e~ oliies up, say that its cm·rent is gentle, and that \t d~ 
not ~~m 't~ tbrow out much saud. It.~ sources are the first tangc Qf the Black 
lYIOonh\ins, ltiYd thOugh it 'has now only waler of tWt'Hty yardi; width, yet \\ htm 
\tIHt~lt1'ie~ ml\~ty.' J l lSt below the moutb is another village or wintering 
rl~JWpIM't'fie k,icntiis, f'bmposed of ahout sixty lodges, built in the same forlll a'J 
ttl()S~~ y~rday, with willow and stra.w mats, haskets and buffaloe-skin 

et\~W-\'~it1Jf .. tire in the ~p. 'Ve ptoceeded under a gentle bree1;~ 
trt1tn tlM'lHItlfllft."W8t! at ten>d'eIoek we saw two Indians on the nOI,th side, WlUl 
t61dI Wlr1t"" fi,y.~·of the lodge of Tattoopw~ka; 01' Blltralo~ Metiicine;' 
tHt~lttM\\tll' ... \mn·!W'."a''''~ on the twcnty .. iiftb, Ulat they W'el'C on a;c' 
~t.ti_"'C1lt'ft5, .... '.~' IIfI for sometlling to eat, which we of (';our~«:1 
gave then}. At >'Sc.ven aad ,a <~ tWles i, a willow illand ~ .. t~ n6l'tb( ahtr 
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