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PREFACE,

BY THE ENGLISH EDITOR.

S xcr the annexation of Louisiana to the United States of Ame-
rica, in the year 1808, the government of the latter country has
turned its attention on several successive occasions to obtain an ac-
curate knowledge of the new territory, with a yiew to ultimate ob-
jects of colonization and commerce. and the judicious measures it
has pursued, besides answering the purposes to which they were
more immediately directed, have resulted in geographical discoveries
of great importance.

In 1805, a party under the command of Lieutenant Pike, a young
officer of bold and enterprising spirit, was ordered to explore the
Upper Missistippi; Dy -ascending along the whole of its channel from
its confluence with the Missouri to its source. This expedition sailed
from St. Louis on the 9th of August, 1805, and returned to the same
place on the 80th of April, 1806, after succes;}"ully accomplishing
the design of its appointment.

In the course of the same year, Lieutenant Pike was chosen to
b



s . the homﬁin“ano Pedituon destined to explore the interior
- districts of, Lowisiana, ljing‘to the southward of the Meissouri. He
“was instructed to ascendlE;:e Gteat Osage River to its source ; then to
‘proceed towards the Arkansay; here he was to detach a party, under
« the command’ of  Lieutenant Wilkinso to ‘descend this Tiver as far
»as the Mississippi ; while himself, with e rest of his* Qien, aspendcd
» to.its source. , After visiting its head watrs, he was directed to seek
the source of the Red River, and to follaw that stream to Natchi-
toches. The former part of this plan he executed agreeably to his
orders: but being bewildered in the snowy rejzions at the head of the
Arkansaw, he advanced too far to the westward, and struck the great
River del Norte, within the Spanish boundary. He was here drrested
by a detachment of Spanish troops, and carried prisoner to the
capital of New Mexico ; whence, aftér a detention of a few montlis,
he was conveyed*by a circuitous route along the shores of the Gulph
of Mexico towards the boundary of the province, on the road to Nat-
chitoches. Lieutenant Pike departed from St. Louis on ﬂus expe-
ﬁﬂ@‘h :My 15, 1806 and returned Jtﬂyl IBOT e
“The ihtereﬁﬁng narrative of theése two journies was pubha’ﬁed ‘in
Ehghﬂ in the yedr 1811, by the present Editor, who had ‘been
* furnished ‘with an Authiorized copy of the original manuscfipt. M.
Pike's Travéls were of considerable importance in’ & @dgﬁphéﬁl ;
view. The sources of the Mississippi were before known, and
geographical position accurately ascertained from préé&ﬂn"" ser-
« , wations ; but its progress down to its junction with the Missouri, had
never heen examined, except at a few places mhmhjad_hmm- 2
" sually visited by Indian traders. Mr. Pike explored the whole of this
# w ﬁ W anﬂ ]ﬂﬁr?t M 10 m ac .' \
cting ks adicasurements by astronomical observat
ﬁﬁeﬂ on his retum to farmmngm of . its. con
been given on ahedwedlcahmth&a ﬁ' . By pursaing
. 'the same laborious plan, of surveying i (r "in his second 1o
he has been cblb to fiirnish fhé‘ﬁisf"g fact of the Great "
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. Osage River, and of tha_upper pmmn of &ndm {ﬁom shout
latitude 35, north, to its_source, about ang also of the
genem.l course of the R:q del Norte: of Mpm He visited

: lnkqmae a_part, of the river Kansas, and diwovemd ;the head waters.
of the Platte, another large stream whmh flows into’ the. Musoun
The lower portion of the A¢kansaw, from the point whence Mr. Pike.
ascended, was explored durmg this expedition by Lieutenant Wil-
'krmop whose Journal is printed in Mr..Plke's Work: ¥ Jfuise Sil¥

_ _ (1 etfng
Th_e c_ountriea traversed by Mr. Pik& especially during his last Tour,
. were almost as little known to the world as the interior of Africa.
French traders had, it is true, penctrated through a considerable por-
tion of them; but as in almost every instance their objects were
merely commercial, their knowledge was carefully kept to themselves,
and perished with them. An exception ought indead to be made in
the case of Du Pratz, whose work on Louisiana displays considerable
talent for observation, and whose statements, as to its geographical
features, have in general been corroborated by subsequent surveys.
After all, however, the courses of the great riversswere but very
partially ascertained, and all the maps of this district were, inrcon-
sequence grossly erroneous. These defects hage been in a great de-
gree rectified by Mr. Pike’s Charts, which have supplied materials for
;@rq;pgllqm MﬁWn at.the,Amermn Continent.* ..
.&? ?,A,ﬁﬂq great Mﬁﬂﬂ%wu expeditions on @ »mdtgr
..}T‘”E‘? ifieegied tmﬂmmmmnf parmﬂar districts. Among
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these may pe mentionea, a Journey performed in the latter part of
the year 1801 by Mr. Duttbar and Dr. Hunter, with a party under
their dlrectxon, who asc%nded. the Washita River, an interesting
stream flowing from the .north west, and emnptying its waters into the
Red River of Louisiana, a fcw miles above the confluence of the
latter with the Mississippi, It was intenjed that the examination of
the Red River 1tself should be entrusted t§ Mr. Pike, who, after com-
pletlng hls survey of the upper part of the province, was to descend
along its channel vn his return. But, previously to this period, some ac-
count of it had been drawn up by Dr. Sibley, of Natchitoches, who
had himself explored it for a considerable distance, and obtained his
information respecting the upper part of its course from a respectable
native trader, who had passed his life in the neighbourhood. This
account, togcther with Mr. Dunbar and Br. ITunter’s description of the
Washita, were tramsmitted to the President of the United States, and by
him communicated to Congress in the year 1800. They were afterwards
published by the government with some other official Docunents of a
similar kind,

But the most important expedition of discovery fitted out by the
government of the Upited States was that entrusted to the command
of Captains Lewis and Clarke*; who were directed to explore the

The following Message on the Subject of this Expedition was delivered to Con-
gress by the President of the United States, n the Year 1808,

T0 THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES.

Ix pursuance of a measure proposed to Congress by a message of January {8th, one
thousand eight huncred and three, and sanctioned by their &Ppl'o,prlahpn, for carrying it
into execution, Caéunn Meriwether Lewis, of the first regnnent of mﬁntry, was appomt-
ed, with a pagly of men, to explore the river Missourj, from its mouth to its source, and
crossing the hxghlamls by the shortest portage, to seek the best water communication
thence to the Pacific Ocean; and Lientenant Clarke was appomteﬂ second in commsnd
They were to enfer into conference with the Indian nations on their route, with a view to
the establishinent of commerce with them. They entered the Missouri May 14th, one thou-
rand eight hundred and four, and on the 1st of November took up their winter quarters near
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river Missouri from its confluence with the Massissippi to 1ts source—
to procced thence across the mountains,* by, the shortest, rpute, to the

the Mandan towns, 1609 miles aboye the mouth of the river, in latitude 47° 21 47
north, and longitudt 99 24' 45" west from Greenwich. On -the S$th of April, one:
thousand eight huhidred and five, thgy proceeded up the river in pursuance of the ohjects
prescribed to them. A letter of the preceding day, April 7th, froin baptain Lewis, is
herewith communicated. During his stay among the Mandans, he had been alle to lay
down the Missouri, according {o courses and distances taken on his passage up it, cor-
rected by frequent observation's of longitude and latitude; and to add to the actual survey-
of this portion of the river, a general map of the country between the Missiesippi and
Pacific, from the thirty-fourth to the fifiy-fourth degrees of latitude. These additions
are from information collected from Indians with whom be had opportunities of communi-
cating, during his journey and residence with them. Copies of this map are now presented
to botl houses of Congress. With these I communicate also a statistical view, procured
and forwarded by him, of the Indian nations inhabiting the territery of Louisiana, and
the countries adjacent 1o its northern and western borders; of their commerce, and of other
interesting circunstances respecting them.

1n order to render the statement as complete as may be, of the Indians inhabiting the
country west of the Mississippi, 1 add Dr. Sibley’s account of those residing in and adja-
cent to the territory of Orleans.

I communicate also, from the same person, an account of the Red river, according to
the best information he had been able to colleCt.

.Having been disappointed, after considerable preparation, in the purpose of sending
an exploring party up that river, in the summer of one thousand eight hundred and four,
it was thought best to employ the autumn of that year in procuring a knowledge of an in-
teresting branch of the river called the Washita. This was undertaken under the direc-
tion of Mr. Dunbar, of Natchez, a citizen of distinguished science, who had aided, and
continues to aid us, with his disinterested and valuable services in the prosecution of these
enterprises. e ascended the river to the remarkable hot springs near it, in latitude
84° ST' 4". 16, 108gitude 92° 50" 45" west from Greenwich, taking its «courses and dis-
tances, 'snd ‘correcting them by fréquent celestial observations. Extratts from his obser-
vations, and copies of his map of the river, from its mouth to the hot springs, make part
of the present communications. "The examination of the Red rixer itself is but now com-
meheing.

TH. JEFFERSBON,
Fedbaivy 19, 100,
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first navigable water on<hg western side, which they were to follow as
far as the shqres of the Pacifrc Ocean. 'This party entered the Mis-

Extract of a Letter from Captain Meriwether wais, to the Presigent of the United
States, dated

DEAR SIR  Fort Mandan, April 17th, 1805.

Herewith enclosed you will receive an invoice of certain articles which I have for-
warded to you from this place. Among other articles, you will observe, by reference to
the invoice, 67 specimens of earths, salts, and minerals, and 60 specimens of plants,
these are accompanied by their respective labels, expressing the days on which obtained,
places where found, and also their virtues and properties, when known. By means of
these labels, reference may bc made to the chart of the Missouri, fornarded to the
Secretary of War, on which the encampment ofeach day has been carefully marked: thus
the places at which these specimens have been obtained, may he casily pointed out, or
again found, should 'fm_v of them pro’ve valuable to the community on further inves-
tigation.

You will also receive herewith enclosed, a part of Captain Clarke’s private jonrnal ;
the other part you will find enclosed in a scparate tin box. This journal will serve to
give you the daily details of our progress and transactions.

Yshall despatch a canoe with three, perhaps four, persons from the extreme navigeble
point of the Missouri, or the portage between this river and the Columbia river, as
either may first happen. By the return of this canoe, I shall send you my jon;rnal, and
some one or two of the best of those kept by my men. [ have sent a journal kept by
one of the sergeants, to Captain Stoddard, my agent at St. Louis, in order, as much as
possible, to multiply the chances of saving something. We have encouraged our men to
keep journals, and seven of them do, to whom, in this respect, we give every assistance
in our power.

I bave transmitted to the Secretary at War, every information relative to the geography
of the conntry which we possess, together with a view of the Indian pations, containing
information relative to them, on those points with which I conceived it important that the
government sbould be informed.

By reference to the fiuster rolls forwarded to the war department, you will see the
state of the party; in addition to which, we have two interpreters, ®ne negro man,
servant to CQaptain Clarke; one Indian woman, wife to pne of the interpreters, and a
Mandan man, whom we take with a view to restore peace between the Snake Indians,
and those in this neighbourhood, amounting, in total with ourselves, to thirty-three per-
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souri on the fourteenth of May 1804, and toek=up their winter quarters
on the first of the ensuing November in‘the country of the Mandan

— e —— g e - —

cons. By means of the interpreters and Indians, we shall be enabled to converse with all
the Inllians that we shall probably meet with on the Missouri.

I have forwarded to the Secretary at War my public accounts, ‘rendered up to the
present day. They have been much longer delayed than I had any idea they woald have
been, when we departed from the Illinois: but this delay, under the circumstances in which
1 was compelled to act, has been unavoidable. The provision perioque and her crew,
could not have been dismissed in time to have returned to St. Louis last fall, without
evidently, in my opinion, bazarding (he fate of the enterprise in which 1 am engaged; and
I therefore did not hesitate to prefer the censure that I may have incurred by the detem
tion of these papers, to that of risking, in any degree, the success of the expedition. To
me, the detention of these papers has formed a serious source of disquiet and anxiety ;
and the recollection of your particular charge to me on this subject, has made it still
more poignant. 1 am fully aware of the inconvemence which must have arisen to the
war department, from the want of these vouchers, previous to the last session of congress,

but how to avert it was out of my power to devise.

From this place we shall send the barge and crew early to-morrow morhing, with orders
to proceed as expeditiously as possible to St. Louis; by ber we send our despatches, which 1
trust will get safe tohand. Her crew consists of ten able bodied men, well armed, and pro-
vided with a sufficient stock of provision to last them to St. Louis. Thave butlittle doubt
but they will be fired on by the Sioux; but they have pledged themselves to us that they
will not yield while there is a man of them living. Our baggage is all embarked on Losrd six
small canoes, and two periogues; we shall set outat the same moment that we despatch the
barge. One, or perhaps both of these periogues,we shall leave at the Fallg of the Missouri, from
whence we intend continuing our voyage in the canoes,and a perioque of skins, the frame of
which was prepared at Harper'sferry. This periogue is now in a situation which will enable
s to prepare it.in the course ofa few hours. Asour vessels are now small, and the current of
the river much more moderate, we calculate upon travelling at the rate of 20 or 25 wiles
per day, as faras the Falls of the Missours. Beyond this point, or the firgt range of rocky
mountains, situated about 100 miles further, any calculation with respect 'to aur daily pro-
gress, can be little more than bare conjecture. The circumstance of the Shhke Indians
possessing large quantities of horses, is much in our favour, as by means of horses the
trunaportation of our baggage will be reudered easy and expeditious over land, from the
Missouri to the Columbia river. Sbould this river not prove navigable where we first meet
with jt, our present intention is, to continue our march by land down the river, until it be-
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Ixdians, having by cemputation proceeded 1609 miles. 'They re-
sumed their voyage on the seventh of April 1805; and on the eighteenth

comes 50y or to the Pacific ocean. The map, which bas been forwarded (o the Secretary of
War, will give you the ides we entertain of the connexion of these rivers, which bas been
formed from the corresponding testimony of a number of Indians, who have visited that
country, and who have been separately and carefully cxamined on that subject, and we
therefore think it entitled to some degree of confidence. Since our arrival at this place, we
have subsisted principally on meat, with which our guns have supplied us amply, and have
thus been enabled to reserve the parched meal, portable soup, and a considerable propov-
tion of pork and flour, which we bhad intended for the more diflicult parts of our voyage.
If Indian information can be credited, the vast quantity of game with which the country
abounds through which we are to pass, leaves s but little to apprehend from the want of
food.

We do not calculate on completing our voyage within the present year, but expect to
reach the Pacific ocean, and return as far as the head of the Missouri, or perhaps to this
place, before winter. You may therefore expect me to meet you at Montuchello in Sep-
tember, 1806. On our return we shall probably pass down the Yellow Stone river, which,
from Indian information, waters one of the fairest portions of this continent.

I can see no material or probable obstruction to our progress, and entertain, therefore,
the most sanguine hopes cf complete success.  As to myself, individually, I never enjoyed
a more perfect state of good health than I have since we commenced our voyage. My
inestimable friend and companion, captain Clarke, has also enjoyed good health generally.
At this moment every individual of the party is in good health and excellent gpirits,
zealously attached to the enterprise, and anxious to proceed ; not a whisper of discontent
or murmur is to be heard among them ; but all in unison act with the most perfect har-
mony. With such men I have every thmg to hope, and but little to fear.

Be s good 8s to present my most affectionate regard to all my friends, and be assured
of the sincere and unalterable attachment of

Your most obedient servant,

MERIWETHER LEWIS,
Captatn of the 1st U. S. Regwq'lnfmy

Tu. Jerrersox,
Presidlent of the United States.
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of August reached the extrcme navigable poant of the Missouri, yp-
wards of 3000 miles from its mouth. They here procured horses, and
crossed the dividing chain of mountains for a distance of more than
sixty miles, and having reached a namgahk, stream, descended in
canoes to the mouth of the great Columbia River; whicl they rcached
on the fifteentlr of November. They passed the .winter among the
Indians on the coast of the, Pacific. On the 27th Mdrch, 1806, they
set out on their return, and reached St. Louis on the QSd of Septem-
ber following, after having travelled in all, by computation, nearly
0000 miles!

The work which is here given to the public, contains the official
Journal of this eatraordinary and interesting Journey ; the nnportance
of which, to geographical scicuce, will readily be estimated by those
who are acquainted with the glaring imperfections of the best Maps
Intherto published of the countries thatare heredescribed. Aseveryreader
will have the opportunity of judging for himsclf, it were supertluous to
say any thing in this place as to the admirable address. the discretion,
perscverance, and intrepidity, which were on all ocoasions evineed

Sce a Pamphlet, intituled  Message from the President of the United States, communicating
Discoveries made in exploring the Missouri, Red River, and Washitn, by Captains
Lewis and Clarke, Doctor Sibley, and Mr. Dunbar ; with a Statistical Account of the
Countries adjacent. Read in Congress, February 19, 1806.” New York, printed, 1806.

The principal part of Captain Lewis's Statistical View of the Indian Nations of
Louisiana, together with Dr. Sibley’s Account of the Indians on the Arkansaw, &c. and
Mr. Dunbor and*Dr, Hunter's Account of the Washita River, all referred to in the above
communication, were published in Englémd, in an Octavo Valume, intithled ¢ The Trauvcls
of Captains Lewis and Clarke, from St. Louis, by way of the Missouri and Columbia Rivers,
to the Pacific Ocean ; performedd fé fhe. ¥rars 1804, 1805, and 1806, by Order of the Go-
Wbﬁqf the Uitited Stuted ; contaiming Delincations of the Manncrs, Customs, Religion,

&c. of the Indians, compiled from various authentric Sources, and origingl Documents, end
@ Summary of the Slatistical View of the Indian Nations, from the gﬂteml Com;numcatwn of
Meriwether Lewis.” London, 180Y.
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by, the commanding effigers throughout the whole of their long,
bazardous, gnd fatiguing route, during which they proved themselves
eminently qualificd for the important trust which had been com-
mitted to them in charge!

The Tour which is here detailed, was terminated in®the autumn of
1806; but the Journal, though repeatedly announced, was not published
before this year*. Part of the delay was probably occasioned by the
death of Captain Lewls, in consequence of which the whole labour of
preparing the manuscript for the press devolved on his intelligent asso-
ciate, Captain Clarke. The present edition is printed nearly verbatim
from the original ; the sheets of which were forwarded to this country
by the American Proprictors: the_only liberty that has been taken
with the language, has been merely the correction of a few inadvértent
grammatical or typographical errors. 'The American Copy contained
an Appendix drawn up by Captain Lewis on the State of the Indian
Nations ; with hints for their future government, and for the regulation
of the commercial intercourse between them and the United States;
but as the subject is altogether of a local nature, and the obscrvations
possess little intercst for the British reader, it has been omutted.

TIIOMAS RELS.
Barnard's Inn, 4pril 30, 1814.

As far as relates to Lewis and Clarke’s Travels, this work is not, however, what it pre-
tends to be, for it contains ko farther account of them than was given in the ahove mes-
sage, and some private letters of Captain Clarke, addressed to hiy friends before sand
after his return. But, in other respects, it is of considerable value, the other documents
inserted in it being curious, and contained in no other knglish publication.

* 1n the year 1§08, an account of this expedition was published in an octavo volume
by Patrick Gass, a sergeant attached to the exploring party. The officers had encouraged
the men to keep journals, in order to multiply the chances of communicating information
of their progress to the government, in case of accident. This work ig feunded on one
of these private ‘journals. It exhibits a plain statement of the transactions of each
day ; with ocgasional remarks on the country and the inhabitants, which are in general
sensible and judicious. Its interest is mot wholly superseded by the puhlication of the

official Narrative, as it contains some particulars not noticed in thal, and serves at the
same time to authenticatg its details. 2
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an official account of itq.transfer to the United States, was obliged, by the
general pohcy of his government, to prevent straugers from passing through the
Spamsh territory. They therefore encamped at the mouth of Wood river, on
the eastern side of the Mississippi, out of his jurisdiction, where they passed the
winter in disciplining the men, and making the necessary preparations for
setting out early in the Spring, befere which the cession was officially an-
nounced. The party consisted of nine young men from Kentucky, fonrteen
soldiers of the Xnited States army who volunteered their services, two French
watermen, an interpreter and hunter, and a black servant belonging to Captain
Clarke—all these, except the last, were enlisted to serve as privates during the
expedition, and three sergeants were appointed from amongst them by the cap-
tains. Iu addition to these were engaged a corporal and six soldiers, and nine
watermen to accompany the expedition as far as the Mandan nation, in order
to assist in carrying the stores, or repelling an attack, which was most to be
apprehended between Wood river and that tribe.  The necessary stores were
subdivided into seven bales, and one box, containing a small portion of each
article in case of accident. 'They consisted of a great variety of clothing,
working utensils, locks, flints, powder, ball, and articles of the greate

To these were added fourteen bales and one box of Indian presents, di fribyted
in the same manner, and composed of richly laced coats and other srticles of
dress, medals, flags, knives, and tomubawks for the chiefs—orngments of
different kiods, particnlarly beads, looking-glasses, handkerchiefs, paists, and
geoerally such articles as were deemed best calculated for the taste of the
Indians. The party was to embark on board of three boats ;" the first was a
keel boat fifty-five feet long, drawing three feet water, carrying one large squarg
sail and twenty-two oars, a deck of ten feet in the how and stern formed a fore-
castle and cabin, while the middle was covered by lockers, which might be
raised so as to form a breast-work in case of attack. This was accompanied
by two perioques or open boats, one of six and the other of seven oars, Two
horses were at the same time to be led along the banks of the river for the?
purpose of bringing home game, or hunting in casc of scarcity.

Of the proceedings of this expedition, the following is a succinct and circum-
stantial narrative.

All the preparations being completed, we left our encampment on Monday,
May 14th, 1804. This spot is at the mouth of Wood river, a small stream
which empues itself into the Mississippi, opposite to the entrance of the
Missouri. 1t is situated in latitude 38° 56,, 19"% north, and longitude from
Greenwich, 89° 57° 456”. Qn both sides of the Mississippi the land for two,or



3

three miles is rich and level, but gradually swells info a high pleasant country,
with less timber on the western than on the eastern side, but all guseeptible of
cultivation. The point which separates the two rivers on the north, extends
for fifteen or twenty miles, the greater part of which is an open level plain, in
which the’ people of the neighbourhood cultidate what little grain they raise.
Not being able to set sail before four o’clock P. M., we did not make moure than
four miles, and encamped on the first island opposite a small creek called
Cold Water.

May 15. Therain, which had continued yesterday and last night, ceased this
morning. ¥We then proceeded, and after passing two smhll islands about ten
miles further,. stopped for the night at Piper’s landing, opposite another island.
The water is bere very rapid and the banks falling in. We found that our
boat was too heavily laden in the stern, in consequence of which she ran on logs
three times to day. It became necessary to throw the greatest weight on the
bow of the boat, a precaution very nccessary in ascending both the Missouri
and Mississippi rivers, in the beds of which there lie great quantities of con-
cealed timber.

The next momning we set sail at five o’clock. At the distance of a few
miles, we passed a remarkable large coal hill on the north side, called by the
French La Charbonniere, and arrived at the town of St. Charles. Here we

remained a few days.
St. Charles is a small town on the north bank of the Missouri, about twenty-

one miles from its confluence with the Mississippi. It is sitnated in a narrow
plain, sufficiently high to protect it from the annual risings of the river in the
month of June, and at the foot of a range of small hills, which have occasioned
its being called Petite Coté, a name by which it is more known to the French
than by that of St. Charles. One principal street, about a mile in length and
running parallel with the river, divides the town, which is composed of nearly
one hundred small wooden houses, besides a chapel. The inhabitants, about
Your hundred and fifty in number, are chiefly descendants from the French of
Canada; and, in their manners, they unite all the careless gaiety, and the
amiable hospitality of the best times of France: yet, like most df their country-
men in America, they are but ill qualified for the rude life of a frontier: not
that they are without talent, for they possess much natural,genius and vivacity ;
nor that they are destitute of enterprize, for their hunting excursions are long,
laborious, and hazardous: but their exertions are all desultory ; their industry is
without system, and without perseverance. The surrounding country, there-
fare, though rich, is not, in general, well cultivated ; the inhabitants chiefly
B2
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subsisting by hunting and_trade with the Indians, and confive their eulture to
gardening, in which they excel.

Being jbihed by Captain Lewis, who had been detained by business at St.
Louis, we again set sail on Monday, May 21st, in the afternoon, but were pre-
vented by wind and rain from.going morc than about three miles, when we
encamped on the upper point of an island, nearly opposite a creek which falls in
on the south side.

On the 22d we made about eighteen miles, passing several small farms on
the bank of the river, a number of islands, and a large creek on the south side,
called Bonhomme, or Goodman’s river. A small number of emigrapts from the
United States have settled on the sides of this creek, which are very fertile.
We also passed some high lands, and encamped, on the north side, near a small
creek. Here we met with a camp of Kickapoo Indians who had left us at St.
Charles, with a promise of procuring us some provisions by the time we overtook
them. They now made us a present of four deer, and we gave them in return
two quarts of whiskey. This tribe reside on the heads of the Kaskaskia and
Illinois river, on the other side of the Mississippi, but occasionally bunt on the
Missouri.

Maw 23. Two miles from our camp of last night, we rcached a river
emptying itself on the north side, called Osage Womnan river. . Itis about thirty
yards wide, and has now a settlement of thirty or forty families from the United
States. About a mile and a half heyond this is a large cave, on the south side
at the foot of cliffs, nearly three hundred feet high, overhanging the water, which
becomes very swift at this place. The cave is one hundred and twenty feet

~wide, forty feet deep, and twenty high ; it is known by thie name of the Tavem

among the traders, who have written their names on the gock, and painted some
images which command the homage of the Indians and French.  About a mile
further we passed a small creek called Tavern oreek, and eacamped on the
south side of the river, having gone nine miles.

Early the next moming we ascended a very difficult rapid, called thes
Devil's Race Ground, where the current sets for half a mile against some
projecting rocks on the south side. We were less fortunate in attempting a
second place of equal difficulty, Passing near the southern shore, the bank fell
in so fast as to oblige us to cross, the river instantly, between the northern side
and a sandbar, which is constantly moving and banking with.the violence of the
carrent. The boat struck on it, and would have upset immediately,. if the men
bad not jomped into the water and held her, till the sand washed from unda'
ber. . We encamped on the south side, baving ascended ten miles; apd the nekt
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day, May 25, passed on the south side the mouth of Wood river, on the north,
two small creeks and several islands, and stopped for the night at the entrance
of a creek ou the north side, called by the French La Charrette, fen miles from
our last encampment, and a little above a small village of the same name. 1t
consists of seven small houses, and as many poeor families who have fixed them-
selves here for the convenience of trade, and form the last establishment of
whites on the Missouri. It rained lust night, yet we found this morning that
the river had fallen several inchea.

May 26. 'The wind being favourable we made eighteen miles to.day.
We passed. in the morning several islands, the largest of which is Buffaloe
island, separated from the southern side by a small channel which receives the
waters of Buffaloe creek. On the same side is Shepherd’s creek, a little
beyond which we encamped on the northern side. The next day we sailed
along a large island called Otter island, on the northern side, extending nearly
ten miles in length, narrow bat high in its situation, and one of the wost fertile
in the whole river. Between it and the northern shore, three small creeks, one
of which has the same name with the island, empty themselves. On the
southern shore is a crech twenty yards wide, called Ash creek. 1In the course
of the day we met two canoes loaded with furs, which had been two memths on
their route from the Mahar nation, residing more than seven hundred miles up
the river-—one large raft from the Pawnees on the river Platte, and three others
from the Grand Osage river. At the distance of fifteen miles we encamped on
a willow island, at the emtrance of the river Gasconade. This river falls into
the Missonri from the south, one huadred miles from the Mississippi. Its
length is about one hundred and fifty miles in a course generally north-east
through a hilly country. On its banks are a number of saltpetre caves, and it is
believed some mines of lead in the vicinity. Its width at the mouth is one
hundred and fifty-seven yards, and its depth nineteen feet.

Here we halted for the purpose of hunting and drying our provisions, and

smaking the necessary celestial observations. This being completed, we set sail
on the 28th at four o'clock, and at four miles distance encamped on the south
side, above a small creek, called Deer creek. The next day, ,30th, we set out
early, and at two miles distant reached a large cave, on the north, called
Montbran's tavern, after a.Freach trader of that name, just abeve a creek
called after the same person. Beyond this is a large island, und at the distance of
four miles, Rush creek coming in from the south, at eleven, Big-muddy river on
tha.porth, about fifty yards wide ; three miles further, is Little-muddy river on
the sase aide, opposite-to which we encunped at the mouth of Grindstone crogi.
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The rain which began lagt night continued through the day, accompanied with
bigh wind and some hail. The river hus been rising fast for two days, and
the country around appears full of water. Along the sides of the river to day
we observe much timber, the cotton wood, the sycamore, hickory, white walnut,
some grapevines, and rashes—the high west wind and rain compelled us to
remain all the next day, May 31. 1In the afternoon a boat came down from the
Grand Osage river, bringing a letter from a person sent to the Osage nation on the
Arkansaw river, which mentioned that the letter announcing the cession of
Louisiana was committed to the lames—that the Inditans would not believe that
the Americans were owners of that country, and disregarded St. Louis and its
supplies. The party was occupied in hunting, in the course of which they
caught in the woods several very large rats. We set sail early the next morning,
June Ist, and at six miles distant passed Bear creek, a stream of about twenty-
five yards width: but the wind being aghead and the current rapid, we were
unable to make more than thirteen miles to the mouth of the Osage river ; where
we encamped and remained thé following day, for the purpose of making
celestial observations. The Osage river empties itself into the Missouri, at one
handred and thirty-three miles distance from the mouth of the latter river.
Its general course is west and west sonthwest throngh a rich and level country.
At the junction the Missouri is about eight hundred and seventy-five yards wide,
and the Osage three hundred and ninety-seven. The low point of junction isin
latitude 38° 31" 16", and at a short distance from it is a high commanding
position, whence we enjoyed a delightful prospect of the country.

The Osuge river gives or owes its name to 2 mation inhabiting its banks at a
considerable distance from this place. Their present name however, seems to
have originated from the French traders, for both among themselves and their
neighbours they are called the Washashas. Their number is between twelve
and thirteen hundred warriors, and consist of three tribes: the Great Osages of
about five hundred warriors, living in a village on the south bank of the river—
the Litile Osages, of nearly half that number, residing at the distance of six
miles from them—and the Arkansaw band, a colony of Osages, of six hundred
warriors, who left them some years ago, under the command of a chief called
the Bigfoot, and settled on the Vermillion river, a branch of the Arkansaw. In
person the Osages are among the largest and best formed Indians, and are said
to possess fine military capacities ; but residing as they do invilldges, and having
made considerable advance in agriculture, they seem less addicted to war than
their northern neighboury, to whom the ase of rifles gives a great superiority.
Among the pecaliarities of this people, there is nothing moré remarkable than
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the tradition relative to their origin. According to ugiversal belief, the founder
of the nation was a suail passing a quiet existence along the banks of the Osage,

till a high flood swept him down to the Missouri, and left him exposed on the
shore. 'The heat of the sun at length ripened him into a man, but with the
change ot his nature, he had not forgotten his native seats on the Qsage, towards
which, he immediately bent his way. He was however soon overtaken by
hunger and fatigde, when happily the Great Spirit appeared, and giving
bim a bow and arrow, showed hith how to kill and cook deer, and cover himself
with the skin. ke then proceeded to his original residence, but as he approached
the river, he was met by a beaver, who inquired haughtily who he was, and by
what autheiity he came to disturb his possession. 'I'he Usage answered that
the river was his own, for he had once lived on its borders.  As they stood
disputing, the daughter of the beaver came, and having by her entreaties
reconciled her father to this young stranger, it was proposed that the Osage
should marry the young beaver, and share with her family the enjoyment of the
river. The Osage readily consented, and from this happy union there soon
came the village and the nation of the Wasbasha, or Osages, who have ever
since preserved a pious reverence for their ancestors, abstaining from the chace
of the beaver, because in killing that animal, they killed a brother of the Osage.
Of late years, however, since the trade with the whites has rendered beaver
skins more valuable, the sanctity of these maternal relatives has visibly dimi-
nished, and the poor animals have nearly lost all the privileges of kindred.

Oun the afternoon of June 3, we proreeded, and at three miles distance,
reached a creek called Cupboard creek, from a rock of that appearance near its
entrance. Two miles further we encamped at Moreau creek, a stream of
twenty yards width, on the southern side. 'The next morning, we passed at an
early hour, Cedar island on the north, so called from the abundance of the tree
of that neme ; near which is a small creek, named Nightingale creek, from a
bird of that species, who sang for us during the night. Beyond Cedar island,
Qre some others of a smaller extent, and at seven miles distance a creek fifteen
or twenty yards wide, eutering from the porth, and known by the name of
Cedar creek. At seven and a bhalf miles further, we passed on the south side
another creek, which we called Mast creek, from the circamstance of our mast
being broken by ruuning under a concealed tree ; a little apove is another creek
on the left, one mile beyond which we encamped on the southern shere under
high projecting cliffs. The French had reported that lead ore was to be found
in this place, but on examining the hills, we could discern no appeararce of that
mineral. Along the river on the south, is a low land covered with rushes, and
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high. nettles, ‘and near the mouths of the cresks, sapplied with onk, ash, and
walont timber. On the north the land is rich and well situated. We made
seventeen and a half miles this day. The river is falling slowly. We continued
our route the next morning early : asmall creck called Lead creek, on the south ;
aunather on the north, known «o the French by the vame of Litile Good
Woman’s creek, and again Big Rock creek on the south were the only streams
we passed this morning. At eleven o’clock we met a raft made of two eanoes
joined together, in which two French tradefs were descending, from eighty
leagues up the river Kanzas, where they had wintered, and caught great
guantities of beaver, but had lost much of their game by fires from the prairies.
They told us that the Kanzas nation is now hunting buffaloe in the plains, having
passed the last winter in this river. T'wo miles further, we rcached ou the south
Little Manitou creek, whick takes its name fromn a strange figure resembling the
bust of a man, with the horns of a sigg, painted on a projecting rock, which
may represent some spirit or deity. Near this 13 2 sandbar extending several
miles, which renders the navigation difficult, and a small creek called Sand creek
on the south, where we stopped for dinner, and gathered wild cresses and
tongue grass from the sandbar. 'The rapidity of the currents, added to our
having broken our mast, prevented our going more than twelve and a balf miles.
The scouts and hunters whom we always kept out, repori that they bave seen fresh
tracks of Indians. 'The next morning we left our camp, which was on the south
side, opposite to a large island in the middle of the river, and at five miles
reached a creek on the north side, of about twenty yards wide, called Split Rock
creek, from a fissure in the point of a neighbouring rock. Three miles beyond
this, oo the south, is Saline river ; it is about thirty yards wide, and has its name
from the number of salt licks and springs, which render its water brackish ; the
nver is very rapid, and the banks are falling in. After leaving Saline creek, we
passed one large island and several smaller ones, having made fourteen miles,
The water rose u foot during the Jast night. x
.The next day, June 7, we passed at four and a half miles Big Manitoy
creek, ncar which is a limesione rock inlaid with fint of various.colours, and
embellished, oreat least covered, with uncouth paintings of animals.and inscrip-
tious. We landed to examine it, but found the place occupied by a nest of
ratilesnakes, of which we killed three. We also examined some licks and
springs of salt water, two or three miles up this creek. We then proceeded
by some small willow islands, and encamped at the mouth of Good Woman
siver on the north, It is about thirty-five yards wide,, and said to be nayigable
for hoats sevcral leagues. 'The hunters, who had bighertd ,g-ivmm ouly, @ﬁ&.
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brought in this evening three bears, and had seen seme indication of buffaloe.
We had come fourteen miles.

June 8, we saw several small willow islands, and a creek on the south, near
which are a number of deer licks ; at nine miles distance we came to Mine river.
This river, which falls into the Missouri from®the south, is said to be navigable
for boats cighty or ninety miles, and is about seventy yards wide at its mouth.
It forks about five or six leagnes from the Missouri, and at the point of junction
are sowe very rich salt springs; the west branch in particular, 4s so much im-
pregnated, that, for twenty miles, the water is not palatable : several branches
of the Manitou and Good Woman are equally affected. The French report
also, that lead ore has been found on different parts of the river. We made
several excursions near the river through the low rich country on its banks, and
after dinner went on to the island of Mills, where we encamped. We met
with a party of three hunters from the Sioux river; they had been out for twelve
months, and collected about nine hundred dollars worth of peltries and furs.
We ascended this river twelve miles.

On the 9th, we set out early, and reached a cliff of rocks, called the Arrow
Rock, near to which is a prairie called the Prairies of Arrows, and Arrow creek,
a small stream about eight yards wide, whose source is in the adjoining prairies on
thesouth. At this cliff the Missouriis confined within a bed of two hundred yards ;
about four miles to the south east is a large lick and salt spring of great strength.
About three miles further is Rlackbird creek on the north side, opposite to which,
is an island and a prairie enclosing a small lake. Five miles beyond this we
encamped on the south side, after making, in the conrse of the day, thirteen
miles. 'The land on the north is a high rich plain.  On the soutb it is also even,
of a good quality, and rising from fifty to one hundred fect.

On the next morning, 10th, we passed Deer creck, and at the distance of
five miles, the two rivers called by the French the two Charatons, a corruption
of Thieraton, the first of which is thirty, the second seventy yards wide, and
‘enter the Missouri together. They are both navigable for boats: the country
through which they pass 1s broken, rich, and thickly covered with timber. The
Ayauway nation, consisting of three hundred men, have a villag® near its head-
waters on the river Des Moines. KFarther on we passed a large island called
Chicot or Stump Island, and encamped on the south, aftgr making ten miles,
A head wind foreed-us to remain there all the next day, during which we dried
the meat we had killed, and examined, the surrounding country, which consists
of geod land, well wateved, and supplied with timber: the prairies also differ
from those eastward ;of the Mississippi, inasmuch as the latter are generally

¢
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without any covering except grass, whilst the former abownd with hazel, wrapes
and other frpits, among which is the Osage plum of a soperior sive and
quality.

On the morning of the 12th, we passed throvgh difiionlt places in the river,
and reached Plum creck on the South side. At oneio’clock, we met two rafts
loaded, the one with furs, the other with the tallow of buffaloe; they were
from the Sioux nation, and on their way to St. Louis ; but we were fortunate
enough to enghge one of the party, a Mr, Durion, who had lived with that nation
more than twentv yveers, and was high in their confidence, to accompany us
thither. We made nine miles.  On the 13th, we passed at etween four and
five miles, a bend of the river, and two creeks on the north, called the Round
Bend creeks.  Between these two creeks is the prairie, in which once stood the
ancient village of the Missouris. Of this village there remins no vestige, nor
is there any thing to recall this grea# and numerous nation, except a feeble
remmant of about thirty families. They were driven from their original seats
by the invasions of the Sanks and other Indians from the Mississippi, who
destroyed at this village two hundred of them in one contest; the rest sought refage
near the Little Osage, on the other side of the river. The encroucinnent of the
same enemies forced, ahout thirty years since, both these nations from the banks
of the Missouri. A few retired with the Osage, and the remaindcr foond an
asylum on the river Platte, among the Ottoes, who are themselves declining.
Opposite the plain there was an island and a French fort, but there is now no
appearance of cither, the successive inundations having probably washed them
away, as the willow island which is in the sitnation descvibed by Du Pratz,
small and of recent formation. Five miles from this place s the mouth of
Grand River, where we encamped. This river follows a course nearly south,
or south east, and is between eighty and a hundred yards wide where it enters
the Missouri, near a delightful and rich plain. A racoon, & bear, und soms
Geer were oblained to day. 'We proceeded at six o’clock the mext morning.
The curreat was so rapid and the banks on the north falling in eo-constantly,
that we were obliged to approach the sandbars on the sowth. These were
moving contiml.}slly, and formed the worst passage we had seen, and which we
surmounted with much difficalty. We met a tradimg raft from the Pawwee
nation on the river Platte, and attempted um.uccessﬁ:lly to engage one’ of their
party to return with ns. At the distance of eight miles, we camé te weme high
chiffs, called the Snake bluffs, from the nomber of thes eninad in the neigsbour-
hood, and immediately above these bluffs, Snake oveek, abowt eighteen yards
wide, on which we encamped, - One of our hunters, a bald Indian, brought ne

[
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an aceount of his having to day passed a small lakg, near which 2 number of
deer were feeding, and in the pond he heard a snake making a %;u.ttural noise
like a turkey. He fired his gun, but the noise became louder. He adds, that
he has heard the Indians mention this species of snake, and this story is confirmed
by a Frenchman of our party.

AM the next day, the river being very high, the sandbars were so rolling and
numerous, and the current so strong, that we were unable to stem it even with
oars added to our sails ; this obliged us to go nearer the banks, which were fall-
ing in, so thas we could not make, though the boat was occasionally towed; more
than fourteen miles. We passed several islands and one creek on the south side,
and encamped on the north opposite a beautiful plain, which extends as far back
as the Osage river, and some miles up the Missouri. In front of our encamp.
ment are the remains of an old village of the Little Osage, situated at some dis-
tance fromn the river, and at the foot 6f a small hill. About three miles above
them, in view of our camp is the situation of the old village of the Missouris after
they fled from the Seuks. 'I'he inroads of the same tribe compelled the Lintle
Osage to retire from the Missouri a few years ago, and establish themselves near
the Great Osages. The river which is here about one mile wide, had risem in
the morning, but fell towards evening. Early this morning, June 16th, we join-
ed the camp of our hunters, who had previded two deer and two bears, and then
passing an island and a prairie on the north covered with a species of timothy,
made our way through bad sandbars and a swift current, to an encampment for
the evening, on the north side, at ten miles distance. 'The timber which we ex-
amined to day was not sufliciently strong for oars ; the mnsquitoes and ticks are
exceedingly troublesome. Ou the 17th, we set out early, and having come to a
conveniant place a¢ one mile distance, for procuring timber and making oars, we
occupied ourselves in that way oun- this and the following day. The conntry on
the north of the river is richmnd covered with timber ; among which we pro-
cured the ashfor oars. At two mvles it changes mto extensive prafries, and at
feven er eight miles distance becomes higher and waving. The prairie and
high lands on the south commence more inuediately on the river ; the whole iv
wel watered and: provided with. game, such as deer, elk, and béar, The hun-
tars brought inw fat:horse: whieh was prabably lost by some war party—this be-
18g the cvessing place for the Houwks, Ayauways, and Sioux, m their cxcursions
against the Osage.,

June 18, the oopm being Ruithed, weproceeded under a gentle Breeze by two-
lange: andu some sunller iskmdecl Fhe sandbars sre numerous and so "bad, that

g
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at one place we were forced to clear away the driftwood in order to pass: the
water was so rapid that we were under the necessity of towing the boat for
half-a mile round a point of rocks on the south side. We passed two crecks,
one called Tiger creek on the north, twenty-five yards wide at the extremity of
a large island called Panther Island : the cther Tabo creek on the south, fifteen
yards wide. Along the shores are gooseberrics and raspberries in great abun-
dance. At the distance of seventeen and a half miles we encamped on the south,
near a lake abeut two miles from the river, and several in circumference ; and
much frequented by deer and all kinds of fowls. On the north the land is
highcr and better calculated for farms than that on the south, which ascends
more gradually, but is still rich and pleasant. The musquitoes and other ani-
mals are so troublesome that musquitoe hiers or mets were distributed to the
party. 'The next morning we passed a large island, opposite to which on the
north is a large and beautiful prairie, called Sauk prairie, the land being fine
and well timbered on both sides the"river. Pelicans were seen to day. We
made six-and three quarter miles, and encamped at the lower point of a small
island, along the north side of which we proceeded the next day, June 2{st, but
not without danger in consequence of the sands and the rapidity ot the water
which rose three inches last night. Behind another island come in from the
south two creeks, called Kau Beau, or Clear Water creeks: on the north is a
very remarkablc bend, where the high lands approach the river, and forin an
acute angle at the head of a large island produced by a narrow channel through
‘he point of the hend. We passed several other islauds, and encamped at seven
and a half miles on the south.

22d. The river rose during the night four inches. The water is very.
rapid and crowded with concealed timber. We passed two large islands and
an extensive prairie on the south, beginning with a rich low land, and
rising to the distance of seventy or eighty feet of rolling clear couniry.-
The thermometer at three o’clock P. M. was at 870, After coming ten and a
half miles we encamped on the south, opposite a large creek called ¥Fipd
Prairie river.

23d. The wind was against us this moming, and became 80 violent that we
made only three and a half miles, and were obliged to. lie to:during the -dey at a
small island. This }s separated from the northern side by a narrow channel
which cannot be passed by boats, being choked by trees aund drifted wood.
Directly opposite on the south, is a high commangding position, .more than
seventy feet above high water mark, and overlooking the river, which is bere of
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but little width; this spot -has many advantages for g fort, and trading house
with the Indians.* Thc river fell eight inches last night.

The next day, 24th, we passed at eight miles distance, Hay ‘Cabin crech
coming in from the south, about twenty yards wide, and so called from camps of
straw built on it; to the north are some rocksprojecting into the river, and a
little'beyond them a creek on the same side, called Charaton &cm ty : that s,
Charaton like the Otter. We halted, after having made eleven and a half miles,
the country on both sides being fine and interspersed with prairies, in which we
now see numerous herds of deer, pasturing in the plains or feeding on the young
willows of the river.

25th. A thick fog detained us till eight o’clock, when we set sail, and at three
miles reached a bank of stone coal on the north, which appeared to be very
abundant : just below it is a creek called after the bank La Charbonuiere,
Four miles further, and on the southern side, comes in a small creck, called La
Benite. 'The prairies here approach the river and contain many fruits, such as
plums, raepbemes wild apples, and nearer the river vast quantities of mnlber-
ries. Odr encampment was thirteen miles distance on an island to the north,
opposite some hills higher than usual, and almost one hundred and sixty or one
hundred and eighty feet. 20th. At one mile we passed at the end of a small
island, Blue Water creek, which is about thirty yards wide at its entrance from
the south.t Here the Missouri is confined within a narrow bed, and the current
still mere so by counter currents or whirls on one side and a high bank on the
other. We passed a small island and a sandbar, where our tow rope broke
twice, and we rowed round with great exertions. 'We saw a number of paro-
quets, and killed some deer ; after nine and three quarter miles we encamped at
the upper point of the mouth of the river Kanzas: here we remained two days,
during which we madc the necessary observations, recruited the party, and re-
paired the hoat. 'Fhe river Kanzas takes its rise in the plains between the Ark-
ansaw and Platte rivers, and pursues a course generally east till its junction with
The Missouri, which is in latitude 38° 31’ 13”; here it is three hundred and forty
and a quarter yards wide, though it is wider a short distance above the mouth.
The Mmsouri iwselfl is about five hundred yards in width ; the point of union is
low and subject to -inwundations for two bundred and fifty yards, it then rises a

4

. The United States built in Septémber 1808, a factory and fort at this spot, which is very conve-
(&lent for tradmg with the Osages, Aywuways, and Kanzas.

#V‘

T A few miles up the Blue Water Creek are quarries of plaster of Paric, since worked and brouzht
down to St. Louis,
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litle above high water mark, sod comtinues so as far back as the hills,. Oe
the south of the Kanzas the hills or highlands come within one mile and a halé
of the river; on the north of the Missouri they do mot approach nearer than
seveval miles; but en all sides the country iv fime. 'Fhe comparative specifie
gravities of the two rivers is, for the Missouri seventy-aight, the Kanzas seventy-
two degrees; the waters of the latter bave a very disagreeable (aste ;- the
former has riseu during vesterday aud to day about two feet. On the banks
of the Kanzas reside the Indians of the same hame, consisting of two villages,
one at_about twenty, the other forty leagues from its mouth, and amoustiog to
about three bundred men. 'They once lived twenty-four leagues higher than
the Kanzax, on the south bank of the Missouri, and were then more numerous
but they have been redueed and banished by the Sauks and Ayauways, who
being better supplied with arms have an advantage over the Kanzas, though
the latter are not less fierce or warlike than themselves. 'This nation is now
hunting in the plains for the buffalee, which our hunters have seen for the
first time.

On the 29th, we set out late in the aftcrnoon, and having passed a'sandbar,
near which the hoat was almost lost, and a large island on the morth, we
encamped at seven and a guarter miles on the same side in the low lands, where
the rushes are so thick that it is troublesome to walk through them. Early the
next morning, 30th, we reached, at five miles distance, the wouth of a river
coming in from the north, and called by the I'rench, Petite Riviere Platte, or
Litte Bhallow river; it is about sixty yards wide at its mouth. A few of the
party who aseended informmed us, that the lands on both sides are good, and
that there are several falls well calculated for mils; the wind was from the
south-west, and the weather oppressively warm, the thermomcter standing ot
96" above O at three o'elock P. M. One mile beyond this is a small creek on
the south, at five miles from which we encamped ou the same side, opposite the
lewer point of an island ealled Diemond island. 'T'he land on the north between
the Little Shallow river, and the Missouri is not good, and subject to-overflow-
aa the south it is higher and: better timbered.

July 1st. We proceeded along the north side of Diamond istand, where ¥
sinall ereck called Biscuit creek empties.itseif.  One-and a balf miles abbye the
nland is a large sandbar in the middle of the river, beyond which we' stoppred
to refresh the men, who saffered very much from the heat. Flere we' obseived
great quantities of grapes and raspberries. Between one and two tailes further
are three islands and. a oreck on the south known- -by the French name of
Rémore. - 'The main curvent-wiiich is now on- fhe! somth wigle -HF the' Haribent b
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thie three islands, ran three years, as we were told on;the north, and there was
then no eppearance of the two smaller islands. At the distance of four and a
Baif imiles we reached the lower point of a cluster of smail islands, two large
and two small, called Isles des Parcs or Flield Islands. Paccaim trees were
this day seen, and large quantities of deer and +turkies on the banks. We had
advanced twelve mHes.

July 2d. We left our encampment, opposite to which is a high and beau-
tiful prairie on the southern side,”and passed up the south of the jslands, which
are high meadows, and a creek on the north called Parc creek. Here for half
an bour the river became covered with drift wood, which rendered the naviga-
tion dangerous, and was probably caused by the giving way of some sandbar,
which had detained the woed. After making five miles we passed a stream on
the south called Turky creek, near a sandbar, where we could scarcely stem the
current with twenty oars, and all the poles we had. On the north at about two
miles forther is a large island called by the Indians, Wau-car-da-war-card-da,
or the Bear Medicine island. Here we landed and replaced our mast, which
had besn' bLroken three days ago, by ranning against a tree, overhanging the
river. Thence we praceeded, and after might stopped on the north side, above
the island, having come eleven and a helf miles. Opposite our camp is a valley,
in which was situated an old village of the Kanzas, between two high points of
land, and on the bank of the river. About a mile in the rear of the village was
a small fort, built by the French on an elevation. There are now no traces of
the village, but the situation ot the fort may be recogmized by some remmains of
chimnies, and the gcneral outhne of the fortification, as well as by the fime
spring which supplied it with water. The party, who were stationed here, were
probably cut off by the Indians, as there are no accounts of them.

July 3d. A gentle breeze from the south carried us eleven and a quarter
miles this day ; past two islands, one a small willow island, the other large, and
called by the Fremch, Isle des Vaches, or Cow island. At the head of this
Bland, on the northern shore, is a large pond containing beaver, and fowls of
different kinds. After passing a bad sandbar, we stopped on the south side at
an old trading house, winch is new deserted, and haif a mile beyond it
encamped on the south. The land is fine along the rivers, and some distance
back. We observed the black walnut and oak, among the timber; and the
honey-smckle and the buck’s-eye, with the nuts on them.

The moming of the 4th July was announced by the discharge of our gun.
At one mile we reached the mouth of a bayeau or creek, coming from a large
lske on the north side, which appears as if it bad onoe been the bed of the
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wver, to whieh it rung paralld for several miles, The water-of it is clear, apd
supplied by a small creek and several springs, and the number of geslius which
we saw ou it, indnced us to call it the Goslin lake. It is about three quarters
of a mile wide, and seven or cight miles long.  One of our men was bitten by
a snake, but a poultice of bark aud gunpowder was sufhicient to cure the wound.
At ten and a quarter miles we reached a creck on the south about twelve yards
wide, and comung from an extensive prairie, which approuched the borders of
the river. 'Tp this creek, which had no name, we gave that of Fourth of July
creck; above it is a lugh wound, where three Indian paths centre, and from
which is & very extensive prospect.  After fificen miles sall we came to on the
north a little above a creek on the southern side, about thirty yards wide, which
we called Independence creek, in honour of the day, which we could celebrate
only by an evening gun, and an additional gill of whisky to the men.

'The next day, 5th, we crossed over to the south and came along the bank
of an extensive and beauntiful praivie,<utersperscd with copses of tintber, and
watered by Independence creek,  On this hauk formerly stood the second
village of the hanzas ; from the remains it must have been once a large town,
We passed several bad sandbars, and a small creeh to the south, which we
called Yellow Qclwe creek, from a bank of that mmeral a little above it. The
river continues to fall.  On the shores are great quauntitics of sumwer and fall
grapes, berries and wild roses.  Deer is not so abundant as usual, but there ave
nuwerous tracks of elk around us,  We cucamped at ten miles distance on the
south side under a ligh bank, opposite to which was a low land covered with
tall rushes, and some timber.

July 6. We set sail, and at one mile passed a sandbar, three miles further
an islaud, a prairie to the vorth, at the distance of four miles called Reevey’s
prairie, aftcs a2 man who was killed there; at which place the river is coufined
to a very narrow channel, and by a sandbar from the south. Four miles beyond
is another sandbar terminated by a small willow island, and forming a very
couf%mﬁ»lc bend i the river tuwards the north.  The sand of tha bar is light,
wteMMixcd with smull pebbles and some pit coal.  The river falls slowly, and,
owing cither to,the muddiness of its water, or the exteeme heat of the weather,
thg wen perspire profuscly. We encamnped on the south, having 1ade. twelsa
miles.  'The bird called whip-poor-will sat en the boat for some time,

T the morning, 'July 7th, the rapidity of the water obliged us. fo draw. the
boat along with ropes. At six and three guarter miles, ave ca:ne 19 3 sandhar,
at a poi‘pF upposite a fipe rich praivie on the worth, called St. Michael's.
'The prairies of this neighbourhood have the appearance of . distinet..fagps,



17

divided by marrow strips of woodland, which follow the .bm-ders of the small runs
lesding to the river. Above thid, about a mile, is a cliff of yellow clay on the
notth. At four o’clock we passed a narrow part of the channel, where the
water is confined within a bed of two handred yards wide, the current running
directly against the sowthern bank, with no samd on the north to confine it or
break its force. We made fourteen miles, and halted on the north, after which
we had a vielent gust about seven o’clock. One of the hunters saw in a pond
to the north, which we passed yesferday, a number of young swanss We saw a
large rat, and killed a wolf. Another of our men had a stroke of thewun;
he was bled, and took a preparation of nitre which relieved him considerably.

July 8. We set out early, and soon passed a small creek on the north,
which we ealled Ordway’s creck, from our sergeant of that name who had been
sent on shove with the horses, and went upit. On the same side are three
small islands, one of which is the Little Nodawa, and a large island culled the
Great Nowada cxtending more than five miles, and containing seven or eight
thousand ecres of high good land, rarely overflowed, and onc of the jargest
islands of the Missouri. 1t is separated from the northern shore by a small
channel of from forty-five to eighty yards wide, wp which we passed, and found
near the western extremity of the island, the mouth of the river Nodawa. This
river pursues nearly a seuthern course, is navigable for boats to some distance,
and about seventy yards wide above the mouth, though not so wide immediately’
there, as the mud from the Missouri contracts its channel., At twelve and a
quarter miles, we encamped on the north side, near the head of Nodawa island,
and ¢pposite a smaller one in the middle of the river. Five of the men were
this day sick with violent headachs. 'The river continues to fall.

July 9th. We passed the island opposite to which we last night encamped
andl saw near the head of it a ereek falling in from a pond on the north, to
which we gave the name of Pike pond, from the numbers of that animal which
some of our puriy saw from the shore. The wihd changed at eight from N. E,
to 8. W. and brought rain. At six miles we passed the mouth of Magmer's
ereek on the south, and twd miles above a féw cabins, where one of ourﬁrty
had encamnped with some Frenchmen sbout two years ago. ‘Further on we
passed an island e the north, epposite some cliffs on the south side, near which
Loup or Wl rivee falls into the Missouri. 'This river,is about sixty yarde
wide; it heads near the same souices as the Kanzas, and is navigable for boats,
at vome distancetpe At fomriesn miles we ancamped on the south sidd.

'Fuesday 10th. We proceeded on by a prairie on the upper side’of Wolf
nivey, anfk ot S wilds passed s dreek fifteen yards wide ofi'the south, called

D
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Pape’s creck after a Spemard of that name, who kifled himself there. At six
miles we dined on an island enlled by the French He de Salomion, or 8d-
lomon’s island, opposite to which on thé south is a beautifal plain covered with
grass, nfermixed with wild rye and a kind of wild potatoe. After making ten
miles we stopped for the niglht on the northern side, opposite & cliff of yellow
clay. 'The river has neither risen nor fallen to day. On ‘ihe north the low land
is very extensive, and covered with vines; on the south, the hils approach
nearer the river, and back of them commence the plains. There are a great
many goslins along the banks.

Wednesday 11th.  After three miles smling we came to a willow island on
the north side, behmd which enters a creek called by the Indians Tarkio. Above
this creek on the north the low lands are snbject to overflow, and farther back
the undergrowth of vines particularly, isso abundant that they can scarcely be
passed. 'Three mles from the Tarkio we encamped on a large sand island om
the north, 1mmediately opposite the'fiver Nemahaw.

Thursday 12th. We remained here to day for the purpose of refreshing the
party, and making lanar observations. The Nemahaw empties itself into the
Missourt from the south, and is eighty yards wide at the confluence, which is in
lat. 39° 55 568" : Captam Clarke ascended it in the perioque about twe miles to
the mouth of a small creek on the lower side. On going ashore he found in the
level plain several artificial mounds or graves, and on the adjoining bk others
of a larger size. 'This appearance indicates sufficiently the former popalation of
this country, the mounds being certainly intended as tombs ; the Indians of -the
Missouri still preservirig the castom of interrmg the dead on high ground. From
the top of the hifhest moudd & delightful prospect presented itself—the levek
and extensivé meadows watered by the Nemshaw, and enlivened by the few
trees and shrubs skirting the borders of the river and its tributary streams-the
towland of the Missouri coveréd with undulating grass, nearly five feet®Nish,
gradually rising into a second plain, where rich weeds and flowels* dre “fiier-
spetved with copses of the Osage'phem ; further back are seont‘suvall groves'of
treéds an abundance of grapes ; the wild eherry of the Missourt;, resemabling our
own,-but larger, and growing on 2 small'bush ; aud the chokecherry, whidh'we:
oheerved for the first time, Some of the grapes gatheved to-day wre nedrly ipd
On the south of the Nemahaw,” and abeut a quarter of & mitefrouk o nromtl 3¢
2 ghff of freestohe, m which are various inscriptions and megle made by theFus
dians. The sand island where we are encamped, is covered wish:thédwo specied
of willow, broad and narrow leaf.

July 13th. We prooeeded at sunyise'with & foir wind Siows tie sowth,y i at
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two wiles, passed the mouth of. 3 small river on the norih, called Big Tarkio.

' A channel from the bed.of the Missouri once ran into this river, and formed an
island called St. Joseph’s, but the channel is now filled up, and ibe island is
added ta the northern shore. Further on to the south, is situated an extensive
plain, covered with a grass resembling timothy. in its general appearance, ex-
cept the. seed which is like flaxseed, and also a number of grape-vines. At
twelve miles,, we ppdsed an island on the north, above which is a large sandbar
covered with willows: and at tweaty and a half miles, stopped on a large sand-
bar, in the middle of the river opposite a high handsome prairie, which extends
g the hills four or five niles distant, though near the bank the land is low, and
subject to be overflowed. This day was exceedingly fine and pleasant, a storm
of wind and raip from north-northeast, last night, having cooled the air.

July 14. We had sowe hard showers of rain before seven o’clock, wken we
set out. We had just reached the end of the sand island, and seen the opposite
banks falling in, and so lined with tunber that we could not approach it without
danger, when a sudden squall, from the northeast, struck the boat on the star-
board quarter, and would have certainly dashed her to pieces on the sand island,
if the party had not leaped into the river, and with the aid of the anchor and
ceble kept her off: the waves dashing over her for the space of forty minutes ;
after which the river became almost instantaneously calm and smooth. The
two periognes were ahead, in a situation nearly sumilar, but fortunately no da-,
mage was done to the boats or the loading. The wind having shifted to the
southeast, we came at the distance of two miles, to an island on the north,,
where we dined. One mile above, on the same side of the river, is a small facy
tory, where a merchant of St Louis traded with the Ottoes and Pawnees two
years ago. Neur this is an extensive lowland, part of which is overflowed oc-
ensionally,. the rest is rich and well timbered. The wind again changed to
northwest by north. At seven and a half miles, we reached the lower poigt of
a Jarge island, on thg porth side.. A small distance above this point, is a river,
etlled by the Maha Indiags, Nishpahbatoua, This is a cousiderable creek,
nearly as large as the Mine riyer, and runs parallel to the Missopri the greater
part of its cousse, being fifty. yards wide at the mouth. In the prairies or,
glades, .we. saw wild-timothy, lambsquarter, cuckleberries, and on the edgeg
of the siven, summer-grapes, plums, and gooseberrics. We also saw to-day;
for the first time, some elk, .at:which some of the party shot, but at.top great a
distange. ., We encamped on the north side of the island, a httle above Nishnah.
batona, having made nine miles. The river fel a liitle.

+ uly. B, Sthiek fog. prevenderd, our. leaving the encampmsent hefore seyen.
D2



20

At aboit four iniles, tre rpached the extremity of the harpe island, and crossiugy
to the sowth, at the distance of seven miles, arrived at the Little Nemaha, a small
river from the south, forty yards wide a little above its mouth, but contractimg,
as do almost all the waters emptying into the Missouri, at its confioence. At
nine and three quarters miles, we encamped on a woody point, on the south.
Along the southern bank, is a rich lowland covered with peavine, and rich
weeds, and watered by small streams rising in the adjoining pmnes They too,
are rich, and. though with abandance of grass, have no timber except what
growr, ncar thé water : interspersed through both are grapevines, plums of two
kinds, two species of wild cherries, hazlennts and gooseberries. On the south
there is one unbroken plain; on the north the river 19 skirted with some tmaber,
behind which the plain extends four or five miles to the hills, which seem to
have little wood.

July 16. We continned our route between a large island opposite to our
last might’s encumpment, and an“extensive praitie on the south. About six
miles, we came to another large 1sland, called Fairsun island, on the sanve side ;
above which is a spot, where about twenty acres of the hill have falten into the
river. Near this, is a chiff of sandstone for two miles, which is much frequented
by birds. At this place the river i3 about one mile wide, bat not deep; as the
timber, or sawyers, may be seen, scattered across the whole of its hottom. At
twenty mifes distance, we saw on the south, an island called by the Fremch,
I'He Chauve, or Bald island, opposite to a large prairie, which we calted Bald-
pated prafrie from a ridge of naked hilis which boond it, rurming paraflel with
the river as far as we could see, and from three to six miles distant. To the
south the hills touch the river. We encamped » quarter of n mile beyomt
this, ih a paint of woods ou the notth sifle. The river continues' to fal.

Tuesday, July 17. We remained kere this day, in order to make absés-
tions and dorrect the chronometer, whi¢h ran down-en Sunday. The Ratitude
we found to be 40° 27 8”=. 'The observation of the time proved out chrono-
thetér too slow, by 8 51%t. The highlands bear from our camp; north 28
west, up the river. Captain Lewis rode up the country, and saw the* NishuiH-
batona, about ten or twelve miles from its mouth, at 4 place not more thas'three
hundred yards fiom the Missomri, and a ¥tfle above our camp. ¥t thén pusses
near the foot of the .Baldhills, and is at least six feet below the level of the Mis-
gouri. Onits banks aré the oak, whlnut, and mulberry. @he eolmron cirrent
of'the Missouri, taken with the log, 'is 50 fathodwy i 40%, at dome places, and
even 20

Wedhesday, Jdly 18, ~ The morning was fair, aud a wenits wind fromy sduth-
i
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exst by aduth, earried us #long between the prairie-on the north, and Buld island
te the south : opposite the middle of which, the Nishnahbatona approachcs the
nenvest to the Missouri. 'The current here ran fifty fathoms in 41" * At thirteen
ad a balf miles, we reached an island on the north, near to which the banks
overflow ; while on the south, the hills projest over the river and form high
¢éhffs. At one point a part of the cliff, nearly three quarters of a mile in length,
and about two hundred feet in helght has fallen into the river. It is composed
chiefly of sandstone intermixed with an iron ore of bad guality ; near the botiom
is a soft slatestone with pebbles. We passed several bad sandbars in the course
of the day, ad made eighteen miles, and eucamped on the south, opposite to
the lower point of the Oven islands. 'T'he country around is gencrally divided
into prairies, with little timber, except on low points, islands, and near creeks,
and that consisting of cottonwood, mulberry, elm, and sycamove. The river
falis fast. An Indian dog came to the bank ; he appeared to have been lost
and was nearly starved: we gave him some food, but he would not follow us.

Thursday, July 19. The Oven islands are small, and two in number; one
near the south shore, the other in the middle of the river. Opposite to them 1s
the prairie, called Terrien’s Oven, from a trader of that name. At four and a
half miles, we reached some high cliffs of a yellow earth, on the south, near
which are two beautiful rons of water, rising in the adjacent prairies, and one of
them  with « deerlick, about two hundred yards from its mouth. 1In this
neighboarhood we ubserved some iron ore in the bank. At two and a half miles
above the runs, a large portion of the hill, for nearly three quarters of a mile, has
fallen into the river. We encamped on the western extremity of an island, in
thre middle of the river, having made ten and three quarter miles. The river
fafls a little. The sandbars which we passed to-day, are more numcrous, and
vhe rolling sands more frequent and dangerous than any we bave secn; these
obstacles ihcreasing as we approach the river Platte. The Missowi here is
wider also than below, where the timber en the banks resists the current ; while
here the prairies which approach, are mere easily washed and undermined.
The hunters ave drought for the last few days, no quadruped, but deer : great
quantities of young geese are seen to-day; one of themn brought calamus,
which ke hid guthered opposite our encampment, and a large quantity of
swtetfng.

Friday, July 20, There Was a heavy dew last night, and this morning was
foggy and cool. We passed at about three miles distance, a small willow
isfand to the north, and a creek on the south, about twenty-five yards wide,
¢lled by the French, L'enn qui Pleure, or the Weeping Water, and emptying
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itself jggg,,’awbove;\ a cliff of'brovm clay. Thentj‘a we .madg two and a;hﬂ_xlfam
to, another dsland ; three huiles further 1o a third; six miles beyond which ia &
fourth island; at the head of which we encamped on the southera shore; .in all
eightéen miles. The party who walked on the shore i0-day, fm_md ﬂ;e.p}amq‘
to the south, rich, byt much parched with frequent fires, and with no timber,
except the scattering trees about the sources of the ruus, wh.ich are nuMmerguy
and fine. Oa the porth, is a similar prairie country. The river coitinues to
fall. A large vellow wolf was this day killed. For a month past the party
hive been iroubled with biles, and occasionally with the dyseutery, These,
bilés were large tumours which broke out under the arms. on the legs, and,
generally, in the parts most exposed to action, which sometimes becamc? Lo
painful to permit the men to work. After remaining some days, they disap-
peared without any assistance, except a ponltice of the bark of the elm, or of
Indiap meal. 'This disorder, which we ascribe to the muddiness of the river
water, has not affected the general health of the party, which is quite as good,
if not beiter, than that of the same number of men . any other situation.
Saturday, July 21. We had a breeze frous the south-east, by the aid of
which we passed, at about ten miles, a willow island on the soutl, near high
Jands covered with timber, at the bank, and formed of limestone with cemented
shells: on the opposite side is a bad sandbar, aud th> latd near it is cut though
at high water, by small chanuels forming a number of islands.  The wind
lulled at seven o’clock, and we reached, in the rain, the mouth of the great
river Platte, at the distance of fourteen miles. The highlands which had
accompanied us on the south, for the last cight or ten miles, stopped at about
_three quarters of a mile from the entrance of the Platte. Captains Lewis and
Clarke ascended the river in a perioque, for about one mile, and found the
carrent very rapid ; rolling over sands, and divided wto a number of channels;
none of which are deeper than five or six feet. One of our Frenchmen, who
spent two winters on it, says that it spreads much more at some distance from
the mouth ; that its depth is generally not more than five or six feet; that there
gre many small islands scattered through it, and that from its rapidity and the
quantity of its sand, it cannot be navigated by boats or perioques, though the
Indians pass it in small flat canoes made of hides. That the Saline or Salt
river, which in some seasons is too brackish to be drank, falls into it from the
south about thirty miles up, and a little above it Elkhorn rivgy from the north,
ranning nearly parallel with the Missouri. The river is, in fact, much more
rapid than the Missouri, the bed of which it fills with moving sands, and drives
the current on the northern shore, on which it is constantly encroaching. At-its
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jonetion the Platte is about six undretl yards wide, and the same number of
miles from thé Mississippi. With much difficulty we worked round, the sand-
bars near the mouth, and came to above the point, having made fifteen miles.

A number’ of wolves were secn and heard around us in the evening.

"July 22.  'The next morning we set sail, and having found at, the distance
of ten miles from the Platte, a high and shaded situation on the north, we
encamped there, intending to make the requisite observations, and to send for
the neighbouring tribes, for the purpose of making known the recent change
in the gotérnment, and the wish of the United States to cultivate their

friendshig.
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CHAP, IL

SUME ACCOUNT OF THE PAWNKE TNDIANS—COUNCIL HELD WITM THE OFTO AND
MISSOURI INDIANS —COTU NCIL HELD WITH ANOTHER PARTY OF THE OTTOES—DEATI}
OF SERGEANT FLOYD—THE PARTY LENCAMP NEAR THE MOUTH OF WHITESTONE
RIVER-——-THE CHARACTER OI' THE MISSOURI, WITH THE RIVER> THAT ENTER IT-—
THRE SURROUNDING COUNTRY—THE VARIOUS ISLANDS, BAYS, CREEKS, &c. GIVEN IN
THE COURSE OF THE EXPEDITION.™

Ovur camp is by observation in latitude 41°3" 11”.  Immediately behind it is a
plain about five miles wide, one half covered with wood, the other dry and ele-
vated. The low grounds on the south near the junction of the two rivers, are
rich, but subject to be overflowed. Farther up, the banks are higher, and oppo-
site our camp the first hills approach the river, and are covered with timber, such
as oak, walnut, and elm. 'The intermediate country is watered by the Papilion,
or Butterfly creek, of about eighteen yards wide, and three miles from the
Platte ; on the north are high open plains and prairies, and at nine miles from
the Platte, the Musquitoe creek, and two or three small willow islands. We
stayed here several days, during which we dried our provisions, made new oars,
and prepared our despatches and maps of the country we had passed, for the
president of the United States, to whom we intend to send them by a perioque
from this place. The hunters have found game scarce in this neighbourhood ;
they bave seen deer, turkies, and grouse; we have also an abundance of ripe
‘arapes ; and one of our men caught a white catfish, the eyes of which were
small, and its fail resembling that of a dolphin. The present season is that in
which the Indians go out into the prairies to hunt the buffaloe; but as we
discovered some hunters’ tracks, and observed the plains on fire in the direction
of their villages, we hoped that they might have returned to gather the green
Indian corn, and therefore despatched two men to the Ottoes or Pawnee villages
with a present of tobacco, and an inviiation to the chiefs to visit us. They.
retarned after two days absence, Their first course was through ap open
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prairie to the south, in which they crossed Butterfly crtek. They then reached
a small beautiul river, called Corne de Cerf, or Elkhorn river, about ome hundred
yards wide, with clear water and a gravelly chaunel. It empties a little below
the Ottoe village into the Platte, which they crossed, and arriv red at the town
about forty-five mles from our camp. They found no Indians there, though
they saw some freshytracks of a small party. The Ottoes were once a powerful
nation, and lived about tweuty miles above the Platte, on the southern bank of
thé Missouri. Being reduced, they migrated to the nemhhouxhood of the
Pawnees, under whose protection they now live.  Vheir village is on the south
side of the Platte, about thirty miles from its mouth; and their number 15 two
hundred men, including about thirty families of Missouri Indians, who are
incorporated with them, Five leagues ahove them, on the same side of the river,
resides the nation of the Pawnees.  'This people were among the most numerous
of the Missouri Indians, but have gradually been dispersed and broken, and even
since the year 1797, bave undergone some sensible changes. They now consist
of foeur bands; the first is the one just mentioned, of about five hundred men,
to whom of late years have been added the second band, who are called repub-
lican Pawnees, from their having lived on the republican branch of the river
Kanzas, whence they emigrated to join the principal band of Pawnees: the
repablican Pawnees amount to nearly two hundred and fifty men. The third,
are the Pawnees Loups, or Wolf Pawnees, who reside on the Wolf fork of the
Platte, about ninety miles from the principal Pawnecs, and number two hundred
and eighty men. The fourth band originally resided on the Kauzas and Arkan-
saw, but in their wars with the Osages, they were so oiten defeated, that they
at last retired to their present position ou the Red river, where they form a tribe
of four hundred men. All these tribes live in villages, and raise corn ; but du ing
the intervals of culture rove in the plains in quest of buffaloe.

Beyond them on the river, and westward of the Black mountains, are the
kanmav:esoh consisting of about four hundred men. They are supposed to
Bave emigrated origmolly from the Pawnees nation ; but they have degenerated
from ‘the improvements of the parent tribe, and no longer live in villages, but
rove through the plains,

+ wtill farther td the westw}mra, are several tribes, who wander and hunt on the
sources of the river Platte, dnd thence to Rock Mountain® These tribes, of
whichs little mbve. is kivown fhan ‘the names and the population, are first, the .
Stoitih, orKite Tndiang, 2 smiall tribe of one hundred men. They bave acquired
thé‘hhmu of Kites, from their flying ; that is, their being always on ho;seback;
andtithe:amidlinesd of their nilmbers is to be attributed to their extreme ferocity ;
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they, are the most warlike of all the western Tndians ; they never yield in battle;
they nevcr spare their enemies; and the retaliation of this barbarity has almost
extinguishéd the nation. Then come the Wetapahato, and Kiawa tribes, as-
sociated together, and : dmouutm » 1o two hundred men; the Castahama, of threé
hundred men, to which are to be added the Cataka of seventy-five men, and the
Dotami. These wandering tribes, are conjectured to be,the remnants of' the
Great Padouca nation, who occupied the cpuntry between the upper parts of
the river Plaite, and the river Kanzas. They were visited by Bourgemont, in
1724, and then lived on the Kanzas river. 'The seats, which he describes as
their residence, are now occupied by the Kanzas nation ; and of the Padoucas,
there does not now exist even the name.

July 27. Having completed the object of our ssay, we set sail, with a plea-
sant breeze from the N. W. The two horses swam over to the southern shore,
’long which we went, passing by an island, at three and a half miles, formed
by a pond, fed by springs: three miles further is a large sand island, in the
middle of the river; the land on the south being igh, and covered with timber ;
that on the north, a high prairie. At ten and a half miles from our emcamp-
ment, we saw and examined a curious collection of graves or mounds, on the
south side of the river. Not far from a low piece of land and a pord, is a tract
of about two hundred acres in extent, which is covered with mounds of
different heights, shapes, and sizes: some of sand, and some of both earth and
sand ; the largest being nearest the river. 'Fhese mounds indicate the position
of the ancient village of the Ottoes, before they retired to the proteétion of the
Pawnees. After making fifteen miles, we encamped on the south, on the bank
of a high handsome prairie, with lofty cottunwood in groves, near the river.’

July 28. At one mile, this morning we reached a bluff, on the north, bemg
the first highlands which approach the river on that side, since we left the Na-
dawa. Above this, is an istand and a creek, about fifteen yards wide, whieli, as
it has no name, we called Indian Knob creek, from a number of round‘knblﬁ
hare of timber, on the highlands, to the north. A little helow the bluff, on the
north, is the spot where the Ayauway Indians formerly lived. They were a
branch of the Ottoes, and emigrated from this place to the river Desthoines.
At ten and thiee quarter miles, we encamped on the north, opposite dn istand,
in the middle of the #iver. The land, generally, on the north, consists of Kigh
prairie and hills, with timber; on the south, low and coveitd with' cottonwoud'
Qur hant.er brought to us in the evening, a Missouti Fndian, whom he had fouist,
with two others, dressing an elk; they ‘were perfectly friendly,” gave himisotre
of the meat, and one of them agrced to accompany him o the boat. Fe is one
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of the few rémaining Missouris, who live with the Ottoes: he belongs to a small
party, whose camp is four miles from the river; and he says, that the body of the
nation is now hunting buffaloe in the plains: he appeared quite sprightly, and
his language resembled that of the Osage, particularly in his calling a chief,
inga. We sent him back with one of our party‘next morning,

Bunday, July 29, with an invitation to the Indians, to meet us above on the
viver, and then proceeded. We soon came to a northern bend in the river,
which runs within twenty yards of Indian Knob creck, th: water of which is
five feet higher than that of the Missouri. In less than two miles, we passed
Boyer's -creek on the north, of twenty-five yards width. We stopped to dine
under a shade, near the highland on the south, and caoght several large cat-
fish, one of them nearly white, and all very fat. Above this highland, we ob-
served the traces of a great hurricane, which passed the river obliquely from
N. W. to 8. E. and tore up large trees, some of which perfectly sound, and four
feet in diameter, were snapped off near the ground. We made ten miles to a
wood on the north, where we encamped. The Missouri is much more crooked,
since we passed the river Platte, thongh generally speaking, not so rapid ; moré
of prairie, with less timber, and cottonwood in the low grounds, and oak, black
walnut, hickory, and elm.

July 30. We went early in the morning, three and a quarter miles, and en~
camped on the south, in order to wait for the Ottoes. The land bere consists of
a plain, above the highwater level, the soil of which is fertile, and covered with
a grass from five to eight feet high, interspersed with copses of large plums, and
a currant, like those of the United States. It also furnishes two species of ho-
neysuckle; one growing to a kind of shrub, common about Harrodsburgh
(Kentucky), the other is not so high: the flowers grow in clusters, are short,
and of a light pink colour ;. the leaves too, are distinct, and do net surround the
stalk, as do those of the wommon honeysuckle of the United States. Back of
this plain, is a woody ridge about seventy feet above it, at the end of which
we, formed our camp. .'khis ridge separates the ower from o higher prairie, of
a good quality, with grass, of tem or twelve inches in height, and extending
back abowt a mile, to another elevation of eighty or ninety fees, beyond which
i qn_g‘cpnti;qued plain. Newr our ,camp, we enjoy from the bluffs & most beau-
tfyl view of the niver, and the adjoining, country, At a distance, varying ffom
four to tew miles, and of a beight between sevepty and shree hundred feet, two
apyallel ranges of highlend;affond & passage to the Missouri; which enrichies the
oW .grevads between them., In its winding course, it nodrishes tha willow
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islands, the scattcred cotipnwood, elm, sycamere, lynn, and ash, and the groves
are interspersed with hickory, walnut, coficenut, aud oak.

July 31. 'The meridian altitude of thus day made the latitude of our camp
41° 18" 157, The hunters supplicd us with decer, turkies, geese, and beavgr g
one of the lgst was caught alive, and in a very short tine was perfectly tameds
Catfish ave very abundant in the river, aund we have also seen a buffaloetish.
One of our men brought in yesterday an animal called, by the Pawnces, chocar-
toosh, and, by the French, blaircau, or badger. The evening is cool, yet the
musquitoes are still very troublesome.

We waited with much anniety the return of our messenger to the Ottoes.
The men whom we despatched to our last encampment, returned without having
seen any appearance of its having been-visited.  Our horses too had strayed;
but we were so fortunate as to rccover them at the distance of twelve miles,
Our apprehensions were at length relieved by the arrival of a party of about
fourteen Ottoe and Missouri Indians, who came at sunset, on the second of
August, accompanied by a Frenchman, who resided among them, and interpret-
ed for us. Captains Lewis and Clarke went out to meet them, and told them
that we would hold a council 1n the morning. In the mean time we sent them
some roasted meat, pork, flour, and meal; in rcturn for which they made us 2
present of watermelons.  We learned that our man Liberte had sct out from
their camp a day before them : we were in hopes that he had fatigued his hozse,
or lost bimself in the woods, and would soon return; but we unever saw him
again.

August 3. The next morning the lndians, with their six chiefs, were all as-
sembled under an awning, formed with the mamsail, in presence of all our party,
paraded for the occasion. A speech was then made, announcing to them the
change in the government, our promuses of protection, and advice as to their
future conduct. All the six chuefs replied to our speech, cach in his turn, acr
cording to vank: they expresscd their joy at the change in the governmerd ;
their hopes that we would recommend them to their great {ather (the prestdwt),
1;]1at they might obtain trade and necessaries; they wanted arms as well for
huntipg as for defence, and asked our mediation between them and the Mabas,
with wbom they are now at war. We promised to do so, and wished some of
them to accompany us to that nation, which, they declined, for fear of being
killed by them. We then proceeded to distribute onr presents. -The grand
chief of the nation not being of the party, we sent him a flag, a medal, and some
ornaments for clothing.  To the six chiefs who were present, we gave a-medad
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of the second grade to one Ottve chief, and one Missouti chief ; a medal of the
third grade to two inferior chiefs of each nation : the customary moderof recog-
nizing a chief, being to place a medal round his neck, which is considered
amony his tribe as a proof of his consideration :Ebron.d. Each of these medals
was uccompanied by a present of paint, garters, and cloth ornamehts of dress ;
and to this we addeq a cannister of powder, a hottle of whiskey, and a few pre-
sents to the whole, which appoared to make them perfectly satisfied.  The air-
gun too was fired, and astonished them greatly. 'The absent grand chief was an
Ottoe, named Weahrushhah, which, in English, degenerates into Little Thief.
'The two principal chieftains present were, Shongutongo, or Big Horse; and
Wethea, or Hospitality ; also Shosguscan, or White Horse, an Ottoe : the first
an Ottoe, the second a Missouri. 'T'he incidents just related, induced us to give
to this place the name of the Council-bluff; the situation of it is exceedingly
favourable for a fort and trading factory, as the soil is well calenlated for bricks,
and there is an abundance of wood in the neighbourhood, and the air being pure
and healthy. It is also central to the chief resorts of the Indians: one day’s
journey to the Ottoes; onc and a half to the great Pawnees; two days from the
Mahas ; two and a quarter from the Pawnees Loups village ; convenient to the
hunting grounds of the Sioux ; and twenty-five days journey to Santa Fc.

The ceremonies of the council being concluded, we set sail in the afternoon,
sud encamped at the distance of five miles, on the south side, where we found
the musquitoes very troublesome.

Angust 4. A violent wind, accompanied by rain, purified and cooled the at-
mosphere last might; we proceeded early, and reached a very narrow part of
the river, where the channel is confined within a space of two hundred yards, by
a sand point on the north, and a bend on the south ; the banks in the neigh-
bourhood washing away, the trees falling in, and the channel filled with buried
logs. ‘Above this is a trading house, on the south, where one of our party pass-
(:d two years, trading with the Miahas. At nearly four miles, is a creck on the
soutli, emptying oppusite a large island of sand ; between this creek and our last
night’s encampment, the river has changed its bed, and encroached on the
southern shore. About two miles farther, is another ereck on the south, which,
like the former, is the outlet of three ponds, communicating withreach other, and
forming a-small lake, which is fed by streams from the hfghlands, At fifteed
miles, we encamped on the south, The hills on both sides of the'river are near-
Iytwelve or fifteen miles from each other ; those of the north containing sonie
timber; whilg the bills of the south are without any covering, exéept some ‘scat-
tering wood in the ravines, and near where the crecks pass into the hills; rich
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plains and prairies acenprying the jntermediate space, and partiatty covered, tieke
the water, with cottonwood. There has heen a great deal of pumice stone on
the shore to-day.

August 5. We set out early, and, by means of our oars, made twenty and &
half miles, though the river was crowded with sandbars. On hoth sides the
prairies extend along the river; the banks being covered with great quantities
of grapes, of which three different species are now ripe; one large and re-
sembling the purple grape. We had some rain this morning, attended by high
wind ; but generally speaking, have remarked that thunder storms are less fre-
quent than in the Atlantic states, at this scason. Snakes too are less frequent,
though we killed one to-day of the shape and size of the rattlesnake, but of #
lighter colour., 'We fixed our camp on the north side. In the evening, Captain
Clarke, in pursuing some game, in an eastern direction, found himsclf at the dis«
tance of three hundred and seventg yards from the camp, at a point of the river
whence we had eome twclve miles. 'When the water is high, this peninsula is
overflowed, and judging from the customary and notorious changes in the river,
a few years will be sufficient to force the main current of the river across, and
leave the great bend dry. 'The whole lowland between the parallel range of
hills seems formed of mud or coze of the river, at some former period, mixed
with sand and clay. The sand of the neighbouring banks accumulates with the
aid of that brought down the stream, and forms sandbars, projecting into tha
river ; these drive the channel to the opposite banks, the loose texture of which
it undermines, and at length deserts its ancient bed for a new and shorter pas-
sage ; it is thus that the banks of the Missouri are constantly falling, and the
river changing its bed.

August 6. In the morning, after a violent storm of wind and rain from N. W,
we passed a large island to the north. In the channel separating it from the
shore, a creek called Roldier’s river enters; the istand kept it from otir view,
but one of our men who had seen it, represests it as sbont forty yards wide us
its movth. At five miles, we caftte to a bend of the tiver towards the notth,
a sandbsr, runping in from the south, had turned its course so as to leave the oid
channel quite dry. We again saw the same appearanée atour encamprhent;
twenty and a half miles distant on the north side.: ¥ere the channe} of the
river had encroached south, and the old bed was witheut water,‘except a-fow
ponds. The sandbars are still véry numerous. R
" August 7. We had anothet stotfa from the N. W iti ‘the courie of the-dast
evening ; in the morning We proceeded, haviug the wind feomt the north, and
encampéd on the nofthiers shore, Ravitip rowed seventéen mifes, Pherivir i
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here encumbered with sandbars, but no islands, except two small ones, called
Detachment islands, and formed on the south side by a small stream.

We despatohed four men back to the Ottoes village in quest of our man,
Liberte, and to apprehend one of the soldiers, who left us on the 4th, under
pretence of recovering a knife whichrhe had dropped a short distancg behind, and
who we fear has deserted. We also sent smnall presents to the Ottoes and Mis-
souris, and requested that they would join us at the Maha village, where a peace
might be concluded between them.

August 8. At two miles distance, this morning we came to a part of the siver,
whevre there was concealed timber difficult to pass. The wind was from the
N. W. and we proceeded in safety. At six miles, a river empties on the northern
side, called by the Sioux Indians, Eaneahwadepon, or Stone river; and by the
French, Petite Rivicre des Sioux, or Little Sioux river. At its confluence it is
eighty yards wide. Our interpreter, Mr. Durion, who has been to the sources
of it, and knows the adjoining country, says that it rises within about nine miles
of the river Desmoines; that within fifteen leagues of that river it passcs
through a large lake nearly sixty miles in circumnference, and divided into two
parts by roeks which approach each other very closely : its width is various: it
contains many islands, and is known by the name of the Lac d’Esprit: it is near
the Dogplains, and within four days march of the Mahas. The country wa-
tered by it, is open and undulating, and may be visited in boats up the river for
some-distance. The Desmoines, he adds, is about eighty yards wide where the
Little Sioux river approaches it: it is shoaly, and one of the principal branches
is ealled Cat nver. Two miles beyond this river is a long island which we
called Pelican island, from the numbers of that animal which were feeding on
it: one of these being killed, we poured into his bag five gallons of water. Am
elk, too, was shot, and we had again to remark that snakes are rare in this part
of the Missouri. A meridian altitude near the Little Sioux river made the lati-
tude 41° 42’ 31", We eucamped on the north, having come sixteen miles.

August 9. A thick fog detained us until past seven o’clock, after which we
proceeded with a gentle breeze from the south-east. After passmg two sand-
bars we reached, at seven and a half miles, a point of high land oh the left, near
which the river has forced itself a channel across a peninsula, leaving on the
mght a - eironit of twelve or eighteen miles, which is now recognised by the
ponds and ishands it contains. At seventeen and a half miles, we reached a
Poist on the narth, where we.emeamped. The hills are at a great distance from
the, river.for. the last several days; the land on both sides low, and: covered
with  eottopwood. and abifndance of grape vines, An elk was seen to-day, a
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furkey also shot, and ncar oyr camp is a beaver den: the musquitoes huve been
more troublesome than ever for the two last days.

August' 10. At two and a half miles, we came to a place called Coupee a
Jacques, where the river has found a new bed, aud abridged a circuit of scveral
miles: at t\i elve and a half miles, a chfl of yellow stoue on the left.  This 1s
the first high land near the river aboye the Councik-bluff. ‘ﬁlftcr paming a nun-
ber of sand-bars we reached a willow island at the diatance of twenty-two ayd «
ll;ﬂf miles, which we were enabled to do with our oars and a wind from the
S. W. and encamped on the north side.

August 11.  After a violent wind from the N. W. attended with rain, we
sailed along the right of the island. At ncarly five wiies, we halted on the
south side for the purposc of ¢xamining a spot where one of the great chicfs of
the Mahas, named Blackbird, who died about four yeas ago of the smallpox,
was buried. A hill of yellow soft sand-stone rises from the river in blutls of
varions heights, till it ends 0 a kitoll about three hundred feet above the water;
on the top of this a mound, of twelve feet diameter at the base, and six feet high,
is raised over the body of the deceased king ; a pole of about eight fect lugh ¥
fixed in the centre; on which we placed a white flag, bordered with red, blue,
and white. The Blackbird seems to have been a personage of great consider-
ation, for cver since his death he is supplied with provisions, from time to time,
by the superstitions regard of the Mahas. We descended to the river and passed
asmall creck on the south, called, by the Mahas, Waucaundipeeche, (Grent Spi-
rit is bad.) Near this creck and the adjoining hills the Mahas had a village,
and lost four hundred of their nation by the dreadful malady which destroyed
the Blackbird. The meridian altitude made the latitude 42° 1" 33" north, We
encamped, at s¢; enteen miles distance, on the north side in & bend of the rjver.
During our day’s course it has been crooked ; we observed a number of places
m it where the old channel is filled up, or gradn{p,lly bpyoming covergd with
willow aud cottonwood ; great numbcers of erons are observed to-day, and the
nmusquitoes annoy us very much. ‘

Augnst 12. A gentle breeze from the south, carried us along about ten miles,
when we stoppad to take a meridian altitude, and sent 8 man across to ouyr plage
of observation yesterday: he stepped nine hundred :igil seventy-fonr. yards, and
the distance we had‘ come round, was eighteen mi‘fes“ and three qua‘,;%;:ls. The,
river is wider and shallower than usual. Four miles beyond tbiswl;g,nd‘ dulglpg;
begins, and continues several miles; on the sputh it rises from the watar at dify
ferent heights, from twenty to one hundred and ﬁftygﬁfeet, am}{ l”gb% 8 i e
gedes on the river: it consists of yellow and brown clayy with sp'ttsq?wem,,
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bedded in it, and i ¢overed-with timber, among which may be observed some
red cedar: the lands on the opposite side are low and subject to inundation, but
contain willows, cottonwood, snd many grapes. A prairie-wolf came near the
bank and barked at us; we attempted unsuccessfully to take him. This part
of the river abounds in beaver. We encamped on a sand istand in a bend to
the north, baving mpde tweaty miles and 2 quarter.

August 13. Set ont at daylight with a breeze from the south-east, and passed
seversl sandbars, Between ten and eleven miles, we came to 2 spot en the
south, where a Mr. Mackay had 2 trading establishment in the years 1705 aad
1706, which he called Fort Charles. At fourteen miles, we reached a creek on
the south, on which the Mahas reside, and at seventeen miles and a quarter,
formed a camp on a sandbar, to the south side of the river, opposite the lower
pomt of a large istand. From this place Sergeant Ordway and four men were
detached to the Maha village with a flag and a present, in order to induce them
to come and hold a council with us. They returned at twelve o’dock the next
day, August 14. After crossing a prairie covered with high grass, they reached
the Maha creek, along which they proceeded to its three forks, which join near
the village : they crossed the north branch and went along the south ; the walk
was very fatiguing, as they were forced to break their way through grass, sun-
flowers, and thistles, all above ten feet high, and interspersed with wild pea.
Five miles from our camp they reached the position of the ancient Maha vil-
lage : it had once consisted of three humdred cabins, but was burnt about fone
years ago, soon after the smallpox had desiroyed foer hundred men, and & pro-
portion of women and children. On a hill, in the rear of the village, are the
graves of the nation ; to the south of which runs the fork of the Maha creek :
this they crossed where it was about ten yards wide, and followed its course te
the Miissouti, passing along a ridge of hill for one and a half mile, and a long
pond between that and the Missouri: they then recrossed the Maha creek, and
agrived at the comp, having seen no tracks of Indians nor any siga of recent
saltivation,

'In the morning I5th, some men were sent to examine the canse of s large
smbkée from the horth-enst, and which secmed to indicate that some Indians were
near 5 but they found that a small party, who had lately passed that way, had
left somie trees berning, and that the wind from that quaiter blew the smoke
directly towards us: Our camp fies about three miles north-sast from the old
Mk villiige, and s in latitade 42° 13’ 41, ‘The acoounts we have had of the
effects of &ié sit{alipox on that nation are most distressing ; it is not known in
whitt ‘wily“4t ‘whis fied commrimiented to them, though probably by some wer
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party. "Fhey had’ been a military and powerful people ; bub when these way-
riors saw their strength wasting before a malady which they could not resist,
their phrensy was extreme ; they burnt their village, and many of them put to
death their wives and children, to save them from so cruel an affliction, and that
all might go together to some better country.

On the 16th, we still waited for the Indians : a party had gone out yesterday
to the Maha creek, which was dammed up by the beaver between the camp and
the village : a second went to-day. They made a kind of drag with small wil-
lows and bark, and swept the creek : the first company brought three hundred
and eighteen, the second upwards of eight hundred, consisting of pike, bass, fish
resembling salmon, trout, redhorse, buffaloe, one rockfish, one flatback, perch,
catfish, a small species of perch called, on the Ohio, silverfish, a shrimp of the
same size, shape and flavour of those about New Orleans, and the lower part of
the Mississippi. We also found wery fat muscles ; and on the river as well as
the creek, are different kinds of ducks and plover. The wind, which in the
morning had been from the north-west, shifted round in the evening to the south-
east, and as usual we had a breeze, which cooled the air and relieved us from
the musquitoes, who generally give us great trouble,

Friday 17. The wind continued from the south-east, and the morning was
fair. We observe abont us a grass resembling wheat, except that the grain is
like rye, also some similar to both rye and harley, and a kind of timothy, the
seed of which branches from the main stock, and is more like a flax-seed than a
timothy. Iu the evening, one of the party sent to the Ottoes, returned with the
information that the rest were coming on with the deserter: they had also
caught Liberte, but, by a trick, he made his escape : they were bringing three
of the chiefs in order to engage our assistance in making peace with the Mahas.
This nation having left their village, that desirable purpose cannot be effected ;
but in order to bring in any neighbouring tribes, we set the surrounding prairies
on fire. 'This is the customary signal made by traders to apprize the Indians of
their arrival : it is also used between different nations as an indication of a.ny
event which they have previously agreed to announce in that way ; and as soon
8s.it is seen collects the neighbouring tribes, unless thﬂy apprebend that it is
made by their enemies.

Angast 18. In the afternoon the party arrived w;th the Indians, consisting
of the Little Thief and the Big-Horse, whom we had seen on the third, together
with six other chiefs, and a Frerch interpreter. We met them under a shade,
and after they had finished a repast with which we supphed them, we igquired
into the origin of the war between them and the Mahas, which they related
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with great frankness. It seems that two of the Missouris went to the Mahas te
steal horses, but were detected and killed ; the Ottoes and Missour thougfxt
themselves bound to avenge their companions, and the whole nations were at
last obliged to share in the dispute ; they are also in fear of a war from the
Pawnees, whose village they entered this summmer, while the inhabitants were
hunting, and stole their corn. 'This ingenuous confession did not make us the
less desirous of negociating a peace for them ; but no Indians have as yet been
attracted by our fire. 'The evening was closed by a dance ; and the next day,

August 19, the chiefs and warriors being assembled at ten o’clock, we ex-
plained the speech we had already sent from the Council-bluffs, and renewed
our advice. They all replied in turn, and the presents were then distributed :
we exchanged the small medal we had formerly given to the Big Horse for one
of the same size with that of Little Thief: we also gave a small medal to a third
chief, and a kind of certificate or letter of acknowledgment to five of the warri-
ors, expressive of our favour and their good intentions : one of them dissatisfied,
returned us the certificate ; but the chief, fearful of our being offended, begged
that it might be restored to him ; this we declined, and rebuked them severely
for having in view mere traffic instead of peace with their neighbours. This
displeased them at first; but they-at length all petitioned that it should be given
to the warrior, who then came forward and made an apology to us; we then de-
livered it to the chief to be given to the most worthy, and he bestowed it on the
same warrior, whose namc was Great Blue Eyes. After a more substantial
present of small articles and tobacco, the council was ended with a dram to the
Indians. Tn the evening we exhibited different objects of curiosity, and parti-
cularly the airgun, which gave them great surprise. Those people are almost
naked, having no covering, except a sort of breechcloth round the middle, with
a loose blanket or buffaloe robe painted, thrown over them. The names of these
warriors, besides those already mentioned were Karkapaha, (or Crow’s head)
and Nenasawa (or Black Cat) Missouris ; and Sananona (or Iron Eyes) Nes-
waunja (or Big Ox) Stageaunja (or Big Blue Eyes) and Wasashaco (or Brave
Man) all Ottoes. These twe tribes speak very nearly the same language : they
all beégged us to give them whiskey. '

'The next morning, August 20, the Indians mounted their horses and left us,
having reecived a camnister of whiskey at parting. We then set sail, and after
passing two islands on the north, came to on that side under some bluffs; the
first near the river since we left the Ayauwa village. Here we had the misfor-
tune to lose one of our sergeants, Charles Floyd. He was yesterday seized
‘with a bifious cholic, and all our care and atteption were ineffectnal to relieve
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him : a little before his death, he said to Captain Clarke, « I am going w
leave yoﬁ\ ;" his strength failed him as he added “ I want you to write me a let-

;¥ but he died with a composare which justified the high opinion we had
formed of his firmness and good conduct. He was buried on the top of the
bluff with the honours due to a brave suldier; and the place of his interment
marked by a cedar post, on which his name and the day of his death were in-
scribed. About a mile beyond this place, to which we gave his name, is a
small river abbut thirty yards wide, on the north, which we called Floyd's river,
where we encamped. We had a breeze from the south-east, and made thirteen
miles.

August 21. The same breeze from the south-east carried us by a small willow
creek on the north, about one mile and a half above Floyd’s river. Here began
a range of bluffs which centinued till near the mouth of the great Sioux river,
three miles beyond Floyd’s. 'This giver comes in from the north, and is about
one hundred and ten yards wide. Mr. Durion, our Sioux interpreter, who is
well acquainted with it, says that it is navigable upwards of two hundred miles
to the Falls, and even beyond them ; that its sources are near those of the St.
Peter’s. He also says, that below the Falls a creek falls in from the eastward,
after passing through cliffs of red rock : of this the lndians make their pipes;
and the necessity of procuring that article, has introduced a sort of law of na-
tions, by which the banks of the creek are sacred, and even tribes at war meet
without hostility at these quarries, which possess a right of asylum. Thus we
find even among savages certain principles deemed sacred, by which the rigours
of their merciless system of warfare are mitigated. A sense of common danger,
where stronger ties are wanting, gives all the binding force of more solemn ob-
ligations. 'The importance of preserving the known and settled rules of warfare
among civilized nations, in all their integrity, becomes strikingly evident ; since
even savages, with their few precarious wants, caunot exist in a state of peace
or war where this faith is once violated. The wind became southerly, and blew
with such violence that we took a reef in our sail : it also blew the sand frdﬁi
the bars in such quantities, that we could not see the channel at any distance
abead. At four and a quarter miles, we came to two willow islands, beyond
which are several sandbars ; and at twelve miles, a spot where the Mahas once
bad a village, now ne longer existing. We again passéd a number of sandbars,
4nd encamped on the south ; having come twenty-four and” three quarter miles.
'!2)9 country through which we passed has the same uaiform appearance ever
sinice we left the river Platte : rich low-grounds nesr the river, succeeded by
undulifing prairies, with timber near the waters, "Séile walves were séun to-
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day on the sandbeaches to the soyth; we also procured an excellent fruit, re-
sembling ared currant, growing on & shrub like the privy, and about the height

of a wild plam.
August 22.  About three miles distant, we joined the men who had been

gent from the Maha village with our borses, and who brought us two deer. The
bluffs or hills which reach the river at this place, on the south, cbntain alum,
copperas, cobalt which had the appearance of soft isinglass, pyrites, and sand-
stone, the two first very pure. Akove this bluff comes in a small creek on the
south, which we call Rologe creek. Seven miles above is another cliff, on the
same side, of alum rock, of a dark brown colour, containing in its crevices
great quantities of cobalt, cemented shells, and red earth. From this the river
bends to the eastward, and appreaches the Sioux river within three or four
miles. We sailed the greater part of the day, and made nineteen miles to our
camp on the north side. The sandbars are as usual numerous: there are also
considerable traces of elk; but none are yet seen. Captain Lewis in proviang
the quality of some of the substances in the first cliff, was considerably injured
by the fumes and taste of the cobalt, and took some strong medicine to relieve
him from its effects. 'The appearance of these mineral substances enables us to
account for disorders of the stomach, with which the party had been affected
since they left the river Sioux. We had been in the habit of dipping up the
water of the river inadvertently and making use of it, till, on examination, the
sickness was thought to proceed from a scum covering the surface of the water
along the southern shore, and which, as we now discovered, proceeded from
these bluffs. The men had been ordered, before we reached the bluffs, to agi-
tate the water, so as to disperse the scum, and take the water, not at the sur-
face, but at some depth. 'The consequence was, that these disorders ceased:
the biles too which had afflicted the men, were not observed beyond the Sioux
river. In order to supply the place of Serjeant Floyd, we permitted the men to
name three persons, and Patrick Gass having the greatest number of votes was
Mmade a sergeant.

August 23. We set out early, and at four miles came to a small run between
cliffs of vellow and blue earth: the wind, however, soon changed, and blew so
hard from the west, that we proceeded very slowly ; the fine sand from the bar
being driven in such clouds, that we could scarcely see. Three and a quarter
miles beyond this run, we came to a willow island, and a "sand island opposite,
and encamped on the south mde, at ten and a quarter miles. On the north side
is an extensive and delightful prairie, which we called Buffaloe prairie, from
our haying here killed the first bpffaloe. Two elks swam the river to-day and
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were fired at, but escaped: a deer was killed from the hoat; one beaver was
killed ; and several prairie wolves were seen.

August 24. Tt began to rain last night, and continued this morning :
proceeded, however, two and a quarter miles, to the commencement of a bluﬁ'
of blue clay, about one hundred and eighty, or one hundred and ninety feet on
the south side: it seems to have been lately on fire; and even now the ground
is so warm that we cannot keep our hands in it at any depth: there are strong
appearances of coal, and also great quentitivs of cobalt, or a crystalized sub-
stance resembling it. 'There is a fruit now ripe which looks like a currant, ex-
cept that it is double the size, and grows on a bush like a privy, the size of a
damson, and of a delicious flavour ; its Indian name means rabbit-berries. We
then passed, at the distance of about seven miles, the mouth of a creek on the
north side, called by an Indian name, meaning Whitestone river. The beau-
tifol prairie of yesterday, has changed into one of greater height, and very
smooth and extensive. We encamped on the south side, at ten and a quarter
miles, and found ourselves much annoyed by the musquitoes.
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CHAP. IIL

WHIMSICAL INSTANCE OF SUPERSTITION Of THE SIOUX INDIANS—COUNCIL HELD WITH
THE SIOUX —CHARACTER OF THAT TRIBE, THEIR MANNERS, &C.— A RIDICULOVS
INSTANCE OF THEIR HEROISM—ANCIENT FORTIPICATIONS—QUICURRE BRIVER DE.
SCRIBED—VAST HERDPS OF BUFFALOE—ACCOUNT OF THE PETIT CHIEN OR LITTLE DOG
—~~NARROW ESCAPE OF GRLORGE SHANNON-—DESCRIPTION OF WHITERIVER—SURPRIS-
ING FLEETNESS OF THE ANTELOPE-~PASS THE RIVER OF THE SIOUX—DESCRIPTION
OF THE GRAND DE TOUR, OR GREAT BEND—ENCAMP ON THE TETON RIVER,

Avcust 25. Captains Lewis and Clarke, with ten men, went to see an object
deemed very extraordinary amoung all the neighbouring Indians. They dropped
down to the mouth of Whitestone river, about thirty yards wide, where they
left the boat, and at the distance of two hundred yards, ascended a rising ground
from which a plain extended itself as far as the eye could discern. After walk-
ing four miles, they crossed the creek where it is twenty-three yards wide, and
waters an «xtensive valley. The heat was so oppressive that we were obliged
to send back our dog to the creek, as he was unable to bear the fatigne ; and it
was not till after four hours march that we reached the object of our vist. 'This
was a large mound in the midst of the plain about N, 20° W. from the wmouth
of Whitestone river, from which it is nine miles distant. The base of the
mound is a regular parallelogram, the longest side being about three hundred
yards, the shorter sixty or seventy: from the longest side it rises with a steep
ascent from the north and south to the height of sixty-five or seventy feet,
leaving on the top a level plain of twelve feet in breadth and ninety in length.
The north and south extremities are connected by two oval bordérs which serve
as new bases, and divide the whole side into three steep but regular gradations
from the plain. 'The only thing characteristic in this hill is its extreme symme-
try, and this, together with its being totally detached from the other hills which are
at the distance of eight or nine miles, would induce a belief that it was artificial ;
but,as the earth and the loose pebbles which compose it, are arranged exactly like the
steep groungdson the borders ofthe creek, we concluded from thissimilarity of texture
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that it might be natural. ' But the Indians have made it a great article of their su-
perstition : it is called the mountain of Little People, or Little Spirits, and they
believe that it is the abode of little devils, in the human form, of about eighteen
inches high, and with remarkably large heads; they are armed with sharp arrows,
with which they are very skilful, and are always on the watch to kill those who
should have the hardihood to approach their residence. The tradition is, that
many have suffered from these little evil spmts, and among " others, three Maha
Indians fell = sacrifice to them a few years'since. This has inspired all the
neighbouring nations, Sioux, Mahas, and Ottoes, with such terror, that no con-
sideration could tempt them to visit the hill.

We saw none of these wicked little spirits, nor any place for them, except
some small holes scattered over the top: we were happy cnough to escape their
vengeance, though we remained some time on the mound to enjoy the delightful
prospect of the plain, which spreads itself out till the eye rests upon the N. W,
hills at a great distance, and those of the N.E. still farther off, eulivened by
large herds of buffaloe feeding at a distance. The soil of these plains is exceed-
ingly fine ; there is, however, no timber except on the Missouri: all the wood of
the Whitestone river not being sufficient to cover thickly one hundred acres.
Fhe piain eountry whioh surrounds this mound has contributed not a little to ig
bad reputation : the wind driving from every direction over the level ground
obliges the insects to seek sheiter on its leeward side, or be driven agaiust us hy
the wind. The small birds, whose food they are, resort of course in great nug-
bers in quest of subsistence ; and the Indians always seem to discover an npusual
assembluge of birds as produced by some supernatural cause: wmoag them we
observed the brown martin employed in looking for insects, and so gentle thas
they did not fly until we got within u few feet of thems. We have also distin.
guished among the wumerous birds of the plain, the blackbird, the wren og
prairie nrd, and a species of lark abeut the size of a partridge, with a short tail,
"Fhe excessive heat and thirst forced ws from the hill, alout ene o'ciock, ta the
nearest water, which we found in the ereek, a¢ three miles distance, and remaiped
an bour and a half. We ther went down the creek, threugh a lowlend abows
one mile in width, and crossed it three times, to the spot where we first. reacheg
i m the morming. Here we gathered some delicioms plums, grapes and hiug
currants, and afterwards arrived at the mouth of the river about sunset. o this
place the course from the meowmd is 8. twenty miles, E. nine miiles; we therg
résamed our perioque, and on reaching eur encampmrent of last night sek the
prairies o five, to warw the Sienx of our approsch. In the mean time, Aha
hont tder Bergeont Pryor had proceeded in the afiermoon one'mabe, 4o biufl of
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blue elay on the south, and after pessing a sandbar and two sand islands fixed
their camp at the distance of six miles on the south, In the evening some rain
fell. We hadkilled a duck and several birds : in the boat, they had cawght some
large catfish.

Sunday, August 26. We rejoined the boat ut 9 o’'clock before she set out,
and then pussing by an island, and under 2 cliff on the south, nearly two miles
in extent and composed of white and blue earth, encamped at nine miles distance,
on a sandbar towards the north. Upposite to this, on the south, is. small creek
called Petit Arc or Little Bow, and a short distance above it, an old village of
the same name. 'T'his village, of which nothing remains but the mound of carth
about four feet high surrounding it, was built by a Maha chief named Little
Bow, who being displeased with Blackbird, the late king, seceded with two
hundred followers and settled at this spot, which is now abandoned, as the two
villages have reunited since the death of Blackbird. We have great quantities
of grapes, and plums of three kinds; two of a yellow colour, and distinguished
by one of the apecies being longer than the other; and a third round and ved:
all have an excellent flavour, particularly those of the yellow kind.

August 27.  'The morning star appeared much larger than usual. A gentle
breeze from the south-east carried us by some large sandbars, on both sides and
m the middle of the river, to a bluff, on the south side, seven and a half miles
distant: this bluff is of white clay or chalk, under which is much stone, like
lime, incrusted with a clear substance, supposed to be cobalt, and some dark ore.
Above this bluff we set the prairie on fire, to invite the Sioux. After twelve
and a half miles, we had passed several other sandbars, and now reached the
mouth of a river called by the French Jacques (James river) or Yankton, from
the tribe which inhabits its banks. It is about ninety yards wide at the con-
fluence : the country which it waters is rich prairic, with little imber : it becomes
deeper and wider above its mouth, and may be navigated a great distanee; as
its saurces rise near those of St. Peter’s, of the Mississippi, and the red river of
lake Winnipeg. As we came to the mouth ef the river, an Indian swam to the
boat ; and, on our landing, we were met by twa ethers, who informed us that 3
harge body of Sioux were encamped near us: they accompanitd three of our
men, with an invitation to meet ws at a spot above the river: the third Indian
remiained with us : ke is o Maba boy, and says that his nation have gone to the
Paweces to meke peace with them. At fourteen miles, we encamped on a
sandbar te the north. The sir was cool, the evening pleasant, the wind fram the
south-east, and tight. The river has fallen gradually, and is now low..

Toesduy 28th, We passed, with a stiff breeze from the south, several sand-
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bars. Or the south is a prairie which rises gradually from the water to the
heighit of a bluff, which is, at four miles distance, of a whitish colour, and about
sévénty dr eighty feet high. Further on is another blaff, of a browuish colour,
on the north side ; and at the distance of eight and a half’ miles is the beginning
of Calumet bluff, on the sonth side, under which we formed our camp, ina
beautiful plain, to wait the arrival of the Sioux. At the firs: bloff the young
Indian left us and joined therr camp. Before reaching Calumet bluff, one of
the perioques ran upon a log in the river, and Was rendered unfit for service; so
that all our foading was put into the second periogue.  On both sides of the river
are fine prairies, with cottonwood; and near the bluff there is more timber in
the points and valleys than we have heen accustomed to sce.

Wednesday, 20th.  We lad a violent storm of wind and ramn last evening ;
and were engaged during the day in repairing the periogue, and other necessary
occupations; when, at four o'clock iy the afternoon, Sergeant Pryor and his
party arrived on the opposite side, attended by five chiefs, and about seventy men
and boys. We sent a boat for them, and they joived us, as did also Mr. Durion,
the son of our interpreter, who happened to be trading with the Sioux at this
time. He returned with Nergecant Pryor to the Indians, with a present of
tobacco, corn, and a few kettles; and told them that we would speak to their
chiefs in the morning.  Sergeant Pryor reported, that on reaching their village,
which is at twelve miles distance from our camp, he was met by a party with a
buffaloe robe, on which they desired to carry their visitors : an honour which they
declined, informung the Indians that they were not the cominanders of the boats :
as a great mark of respect, they were then presented with a fat dog, already
cooked, of which they partook heartily, and found it well flavoured. 'The camps
of the Sioux are of a conical form, covered with buffaloe robes, painted with
various figures and colours, with an aperture in the top for the smoke to pass
through. The lodges contain from ten to fifteen persons, and the intexior
arrangement is compact and handsome, edch lodge having a place for cooking
detached from it,

Angust s0th. Tharsday. 'The fog was so thick that we conld not see the
Indian camp on the opposite side, but it cleared off about eight o'clock, We
prepared a speech, and some presents, and then sent for the chiefs and warrirs,
whom we received, at twelve o’clock, under a large vak tree, near.to which the
flag of the United States was flying. Captain Lewis delivebed a speech, with
thc. usual advice and counsel for their future conduct,. We then acknowledged
ﬂ‘"»f"’ chiefs, by giving to the grand chief a flag, u medal, a ceriificate, with a
string. of wampum ;'to which we added a chief’s cont ; thdt is, e richly Joced



43

vniform of the United States artillery corps, and a cocked hat, and red feather.
One second chief and three inferior ones were made or recognised by medals, and
a suitable present of tobacco, and articles of clothing. We then smoked the
pipe of peage, and the chiefs retired to a hower, formed of bushes, by their young
men, where they divided among each other the. presents, and smoked and ate,
and held a council on the answer which they were to make us to-morrow. The
young people exerised their bows and arrows in shooting at marks for beads,
which we distributed to the best marksmen; and in the evening the whole party
danced until a late hour, and in the coursc of their amusement we threw among
them some knives, tobacco, bells, tape, and binding, with which they were much
pleased.  Their musical instruments were the dram, and a sort of little bag made
of buffaloe hidc, Jdressed white, with small shot or pebbles in it, and a bunch of
hair tied to it. 'This produces a sort of rattling music, with which the party was
annoyed by four musicians duting the council this morning.

August 31. In the morning, after breakfast, the chiefs met, and sat down
in a row, with pipes of pcace, highly ornamented, and all pointed towwds the
seats intended for captains Lewis and Clarke. When they arrived and were
seated, the grand chief, whose Indian name, Weucha, is, in English Shake
Haund, and, in Trench, is called Le Liberateur (the deliverer) rose, and spoke
at some length, approving what we had said, and promising to follow our advice:

« I see hefore me,” said he, “my great father’s two sons. You see me, and
the rest of our chiefs and warriors. We are very poor; we have neither powder
por ball, nor knives; and our women and children at the village have no clothes.
I wish that as my brothers bave given me a flag and a medal, they would giye
something to those poor people, or let them stop and trade with the first boat
which comesup theriver. I will bring chiefs of the Pawnees and Malias together,
and make peace between them; but it is better that I should do it than my great
father’s sons for they will listen to me more readily. I will also take some chiefs
to your couniry in the spring; but before that time I cannot leave home. 1
"went formerly to the Euglish, and they gave me a medal and some clothes; when
I went to the Spanish they gave me a medal, but nothing to kecp it from my
okin ; but now yoa give me medal and clothes. But still we are poor; and I
wish brothers, you would give us something for our squaws.”

When he sat down, Mahtoree, or White.Crane, rose:

w1 have listened,” said be,, “to what our father’s words were yesterday;
and ¥am,; to-day, glad to see haw you have dressed our old chief: 1 am,a young
man, andde.not wish te talk much: my fathers have made me a chief; Lhad much
setse before, but now I think 1 have more than ever. What the old.chief has
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declared I will confirm, and do whatever he and you please; but I wish that you
would take pity on us, for we are very poor.”

Another chief, called Pawnawneahpahbe, then said:

«] am a young man, and know but little: I cannot speak well; but ¥
have listened to what you huave told the old chief, and will do whatever you
agree.”

The same sentiments were then repeated by Aweawechache.

We were surprised at finding that the first of these titles means “ Strack by
the Pawnee,” and was occasioned by some blow which the chief had received in
battle, from one of the Pawnee tribe. ‘The second is, in English, «“ Half Man,”
which seems a singular name for a warrior, till it was explained to have its origin,
probably, in the modesty of the chief; who, on being told of his exploits, would
say, “1 am no warrior: I am only half a man.” 'The other chiefs spoke very
little; but after they had finished, one of the warriors delivered a speech, in which
he declared he would support them. hey promised to make peace with the
Ottoes and Missouris, the only nations with whom they are at war. All these
harangues concluded by describing the distress of the nation; they begged us to
have pity on them; to send them traders; that they wanted powder and ball;
and seemed amxions that we should supply them with some of their great father's
milk, the name by which they distinguish ardent spirits. We then gave some
fobacco to each of the chiefs, and a certificate to two of the warriors who attended
the chief. We prevailed on Mr. Durion to remain here, and accompany as
many of the Sioux chiefs as he could collect, down to the seat of government.
We also gave his son a flag, some clothes, and provisions, with directions to bring
about a peace between the surrounding tribes, and to convey some of their chiefs
te see the president. TIn the evening they left us, and encamped on the opposite
‘bank, accompanied by the two Darions. During the evening and night we had
much rain, and observed that the river rises a little. The Indians, who have
just left us, are the Yanktons, atribe of the great natien-of Sioux. These Yanktons
‘are abant two hundred men in number; and inhabit the Jacques, Desmoiies, and
Bioux rivers. 1n'person they are stout, well proportiowed, and have o dertain sir
dfdignity end‘boldness. In their dress they differ néthing from the other hands
of the nation whom we saw, and will describe afterwards: they are ¥ond of
decorations, and use paint, and porcupine quills, and feathers. Some of them
wore a kind of retklace of ‘white ’bear’s claws, ‘three inéhes loné, and, &6se!y
strung together Tound their necks. “They bave only a'few fowling-pieces, being
generally armed with ‘bows'and arvows, in which, however, they do not appear
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as expert as the more northern Tndians.  Whatstruck us most wes. an/instiiidion,
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pf.culma' to them, and to the Kite Tndiaps, further to the westward, from whom
it is said to have been copied, I is an association of the mgost active and brave
voung men, who are bound to each other by attachment, secured by a vow, never
to retreai before any dapger, or give way to their enemies. Xn war they go
forward without sheltering themselves beliind trees, or .udmg their patural valour
by any artifice. 'This punctilious determination, not to be turned from their
course, became herote, or ridiculous, a short time since, when the Yanktons
were crossing the Missouri on the jce. A hole lay immediately in their course,
which mwht easily have been avoided, by going round. This the foremost of
the band disdained to do; but went straight forward, and was lost. 'The others
would have followed bLis example, but were forcibly prevented by the rest of the
tribe. These young men sit, and encamp, aud dance together, distinct from therest
of the nation: they are generally about thirty or thirty-five years old; and such
is the deference paid to courage, that their seats in conucil are superior to those
of the chiefs, and their persons more respected. But, as may be supposed, such
indiscreet bravery will soon diminish the numbers of those who practise it; so
that the band is now reduced to four warriors, who were ampng our visitors.
'These were the remaius of twenty-two, who composed the society not long ago;
but, in a battle with the Kite Indians, of the Black Mountains, eighteen of them
were killed, and these four were dragged from the field by their companipns.

Whilst these Indians remained with us we made very minute inquiries relative
to their situation and numbers, and trade, and manners. This we did very satis-
factorily, by mcans of two different iaterpreters; and from their acconats, joined
to our interviews with other bands of the same nation, and much 3ntelligenqe
acquired since, we were enabled to understand, with some accuracy, the conditign
of the Sioux hitherto so little known.

The Sioux, or Dacorta Indius, originally settled on the Mississippi, apd
called by Carver, Madowesigns, are now subdivided iptp tribes, as follow :

First, The Yapktons: this tribe inhabits the Sioux, Desmoines, and Jacques
rwers, and nugber about two hundred warriors.

NSecond, The Tetons of the burnt woods. This tribe numbers about three
handred men, whe rove on both gides of the Missouri, the White, and Tetonrivers.
, ’I‘b‘;rd ‘Lhe ",I‘et,qps Oka,ndgmdas, a tribe cousisting of aboitt.one hundred and
ﬁfgy men, :who inkabit, both sgdes of the Missouri below the Chayenne river. -

I“‘eiuﬁb ’lleqt Mipnakenwzo? & natién m]habltmg both sides of iheMgssoqn,
150\1; tjl}‘ 4yca;age.rmnr, and coma.ynqg about two hundred and fifty nﬁmu:

Ft M:t tops Basne; 4 hkmt’hﬁdes of the Missouri. belowthe’War-

siine miver, and mmt of abgit thege hundmd, men.
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Sixth, Yanktons of the Plains, or Big Devils; who rove on the heads of the
Sioux, Jacques, and Red river; the most numerous of all the tribes, and number
about five hundred men.

Seventh, Wahpatone ; a nation residing on the St. Peter’s, just above the
mouth of that river, and numbering two hundred men.

Eighth: Mindawarcarton, or proper Dacorta or Sioux Indians. These pos-
sess the original seat of the Sioux, and are properly so‘denominated. They
rove an both sides of the Mississippi, about the Falls of St. Authony, and consist
of three hundred men.

Ninth, The Wahpatoota, or Leaf Beds. 'This nation i.habits both sides of
the river St. Peter’s, below Yellow wood river, amounting to about one handred
and fifty men.

Tenth, Sistasoone : this nation numbers two hundred men, and reside at the
head of the St. Peter’s.  Of these several tribes, more particular notice will be
taken hereafter.

Satarday, September 1, 1804. We proceeded this morning under a light
southérn breeze, and passed the Calumet bluffs ; thesc are composed of a yel-
lowish red, and brownish clay as hard as chalk, which it much resembles, and
are one hundred and seventy, or one hundred and eighty feet high. At this
place the hills on each side come to the verge of the river, those on the south
being higher than on the north. | Opposite the bluffs is a large island covered
with timber ; above which the highlands form a cliff over the river on the north
side, called White Bear cliff ; an animal of that kind being killed in one of the
holes in it, which are numerous and apparently deep. At six miles we came to
a large sand island covered with cottonwood; the wind was high, and the
weather rainy and cloudy during the day. We made fifteen miles to a place on
the north side, at the lower point of a large island called Bonllomme, or Good-
man’s island. The country on both sides has the same character of prairies,

- with no timber ; with occasional lowlands covered with cettonwood, elm aad
nak : our hunters had killed an elk and a beaver : the catfish too are in gws’st
abundance.

September 2. It rained last night, and this motning we had a high wind
from the N. W. We went three miles to the lower part of an angient fortifica-
tion on the south side, and passed the head of Bonhomme island, which is Jarge
and well timbered : after this the wind became so violenty attended by a cold’
ra.\'m, that we were compelled to land at fonr miles on the norghern side, under a
high bluff of yellow clay, about one hundred and ten feet in height. Our hun-
ters supplied us with four elks; and we had grapes and plams on the banks: we









48

above the jonction, is a small circular redoubt. Along the bank of the river,
and at eleven hundred yards distance, in a straight line from this wall, is a
second, about six feet high, and of considerable width: it rises abruptly from
the bank of the Missouri, at a.point where the river bends, and goes straight
forward, forx.ning an acute angle with the last wall, till it enters the river again,
not far from the mounds just described, towards which it & obviously tending.
At the bend the Missouri is five hundred yards wide ; the ground on the oppo-
site side highlands, or low hills on the bank; and where the river passes be-
tween this fort and Bonhomme island, all the distance from the bend, it is cone
stantly washing the banks wto the stream, u large sandbank being already taken
from the shore near the wall. Duriug the whole course of this wall, or glacis,
it is covered with trees, among which are many large cotton trees, two or three
feet in diameter. Immediately opposite the citadel, or the part most strongly
fortified, on Bonhomme island, is a sursll work in a circular form, with a wall
surrounding it, about six feet in height. The young willows along the water,
joined to the general appearance of the two shores, induce a belief that the bank
of the island is encroaching, and the Missouri indemnifies itself by washing
away the base of the fortification. The citadel contains about twenty acres,
but the parts between the long walls must embrace nearly five hundred acres.

These are the first remains of the kind which we have had an opportunity of
examining ; but our French interpreters assure us, that there are great numbers
of them on the Platte, the Kanzas, the Jacques, &.c. and some of our party say,
that they observed two of those fortresses on the upper side of the Petit Aro
creck, not far from its mouth; that the wall was about six feet high, and the
sides of the angles one hundred yards in length.

September 3, The morning was cold, and the wind from the north-west,
We passed at sunrise three large sandbars, and at the distance of ten miles
reached a small creek, about twelve yards wide, coming in from the north,
above a white bluff: this creek has obtained the name of Plum creek, from the
number of that fruit which are in the neighbourhood, and of a delightful qua-
lity. Five niles further, we encamped on the south near the edge of a plain ;
the river is wide, and covered with sandbars to-day : the banks are high and of
a whitish colour; the timber scarce, but an abundance of grapes. Beaver
houses too have been observed in great numbers on the river, hut nope of the
animals themselves,

September 4.. We set out early, with a very cold wind from §. 8. E., and
ab one mile and 4 balf, reached a small creek, called Whitglime creek, on the
south side. Just ubove this is a cliff, covered with cedar trees, and at three
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miles a creek, called Whitepaint creek, of about thirty yards wide: on the same
side, and at four and a half miles distance from the Whitepaint erdek, is the
Rapid tiver, or, as itis called by the French, la Riviere qui Court ; this river
empties into the Missouri, in a course S, W. by W, and is one hundred and
fifty-two yards wide, and four feet deep at the confluence. It rises in the Biack
mountains, and passes through a hilly country, with a poor sail.  Captain Clarke
ascended three miles to a beautiful plain, on the upper side, where the Pawnees
once had avillage : he found that the Fver widened above its mouth, ard was much
divided by sands and islands, which, joined to the great rapidity of the current,
makes the navigation very difficult, cven for small boats. Tike the Platte its
waters were of a light colour ; like that river too it throws out into the Missouri,
great quantities of sand, coarser even than that of the Platte, which form sand-
bars and shoals near its mouth,

We encamped just above if, un the south, having made only cight miles, as
the wind shifted to the south, fmd blew so hard that in the course of the day we
broke our mast : we saw some dcer, a number of geese, and shot a turkey and
@ duck : the place in which we halted is a fine low-ground, with much timber,
such as red cedar, honeylocust, oak, arrowwood, clm and coffeenut.

September 5, Wednesday. The wind was again high from the south. At
five miles, we came to a large island, called Pawnee island, in the middle of
the river; and stopped to breakfast at a small creek on the north, which has the
name of Goat creek, at eight and a half miles. Near the mouth of this creek
the beaver had made a dam across so as to form a large pond, in which they
built their houses. Above this island the river Poncara falls into the Missourt
from the south, and is thirty vards wide at the entrance. Two nien whom we
despatched to the village of the same name, returned with information that they
had found it on the lower side of the creek; but as this is the hunting
season, the town was so completely deserted that they had killed a buf-
faloe in the village itself. This tribe of Poncaras, who are said to have
onde numbered four hundred men, are now reduced to about fifty, aund
have associated for mutunal protection with the Mahas, who are about two hun-
dred in number. These two nations are allied by a similarity of misfortune ;
they were once both numerous, both resided in villages, and cultivated Indian
corn ; their ¢comnmon enemies, the Sioux and small-pox, drove them from their
‘towns, which they visit only occasionally for the purposes of trade; and they.
now wander over the plains on the sources of the Wolf and Quicurre rivers..-
Between the Pawnee island and Goat creek on the north, is a cliff of blue earth,
under which are several minersl springs, impregnated with salts: near this we.
X
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observed a number of goats, from which the creek derives its nome. At three
and a Lialf miles from the creek, we came to u large islaud on the south, along
which we passed to the head of it, and encamped about four o’cloch. Here we
replaced the mast we had lost, with a new one oi cedar : some buchs and an elk
were procared to-day, and a black tailed deer was <een near the Pouncara’s
village.

Thursday, September 6. There was a storm this morning from the N. W,
and thougheit moderated, the wind was still high, and the weather very cold ;
the number of sandbars too, addcd to the rapidity of the current, obliged us to
have recourse to the towline : with all our exertions we did not make more than
eight and a half miles, and encamped on the north, after passing high chffs of
soft, hlue, and red coloured stone, on the southern shore. We saw some goats,
and great numbers of buffaloe, in addition to which the hunters furnished us
with elk, deer, turkies, geese, and one beaver : alarge catfish too was caught in
the evening. 'The ground near the campy was a low prairie, without timber,
though just below is a grove of cottonwood.

Friday, September 7. The morning was very coid and the wind south-east,
At five and a half miles, we reached and encamped at the foor of a round monn-
tain, on the south, having passed two small islunds. This raountam, which is
about three hundred feet at the base, forms a cone at the top, resembling a
dome at a distance, and seventy feet or more above the surrounding highlands.
As we descended from this dome, we arrived at a spot, on the gradual descent
of the hill, nearly four acres in extent, and covered with small holes : these are
the residence of a little animal, called by the French, petit chien (little dog)
who sit erect near the mouth, and make a whisthng noise, but when alarmed
take refuge in their holes. 1In order to bring them out, we poured into one of
the holes five barrels of water without filling it, but we dislodged and caught
the owner. After digging down another of the holes for six feet, we found, on
ranning a pole into it, that we had not yet dug half way to the bottom : we dis-
covered, however, two frogs in the hole, and near it we killed a dark rattle-
snake, which bad swallowed a small prairie dog : we were also informed, though
we never wrinessed the fact, that a sort of lizard, and 2 snale, live habitually
with these animals. 'The petit chien are justly named, as they resemble a small
dog 1n some particulars, though they have also some points of sunilarity to the
squirrel.  The head resembles the squirrel in every respect, exgept that the*
ear 13 shorter, the tail like that of the ground-squirrel, the toe-nails are long,
the fur.is fine, and the long hair is gray.

Baturday, September 8. The wind still continued from the gouth-east, but



51

moderately. At seven miles we reached a house on the north side, called the
Pawnee house, where a trader, named Trudeau, wintered in the year 1708-7 :
behind this, hlls, much higher than usual, appear to the north, about eight miles
off. Before reaching this bousc, we came by three small 1slands, on the north
side, and a small creek on the south; and after leaving it, reacked, another, at
the end of seventeen miles, on which we encamped, and called it Boat island :
we here saw herds of buffaloe, and some elk, deer, turkies; beaver, a sgurrel,
and a prairic dog.  'The party on the north represent the country through which
they passed, as poor, rugged, and hilly, with the appearance of having been
lately burnt by the Indians; the broken lnlls, indeed, approach the river on
both sides, though each is bordered by a strip of woodland near the water.

Sunday, September 9. We coasted ulong the island on wlich we had
encamped, and then passed tinee sand and willow islands, and a number of
smaller sondbars.  'I'he viver is shallow, and jomed by two small creeks from
the vorth, and oue from the south. In the plains, to the south, are great num-
bers of buflaloe, in herds of nearly five huudred; all the copses of timber
appear to contain clk or deer. We encamped on a sandbar, on the southern
shore, at the distance of fourteen and a quarter miles.

September 10, Monday. The next day we made twenty miles. The
morning was cloudy and dark, but a light breeze from the south-east carried us
past two small islands on the south, and one on the north; till, at the distance of
ten and a half miles, we reached an island, extending for two miles in the mid-
dle of the rnver, covered with red cedar. from which it dertves its naine of Cedar
island.  Just below this 1sland, on a hill to the souul, i« the backbone of a fish,
forty-tive fcet long, tapering towards the tail, and in a perfect state of petrifac-
ton, fragments of which were collected and sent to Washington.  On boil sides
of the river are high dark-coloured blufls. About a mile and a half’ from the
island, on the southern shore, the party on that side discovered a large and very
strongly iinpregnated spring of water; and another, not so strongly impregnated,
Ialf o mile up the hiil. ‘L'hree miles beyond Cedar island is a large island on
the north, and a number of sondbars. After which is another, about a mile in
leagth, lying in the middle of the river, and separated by a sinall chanvel, at
its extremity, from auvother above it, on which we encamped. ''hese two islands
are calied Mud islands. The river is shallow during this day's course, and is
falbng ahittle. The elk and buffaloe are in great abundance, but the deer have
become acarce.

Beptember 11, Tuesday. Af six and & half miles we passed the upper ex-
tremivy -of an island ow the soush; four miles beyond which is anether on the

H 2
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same side of the river; and abont a quarter of amile distant we visited a large
village of the barking-squirrel. It was situnted on a gentle declivity, and
covered a space of nine hundred and ‘seventy yards long, and eight hundred
yards wide ; we killed four of them. ‘We then resumed our course, and during
five and a hglf miles passed two islands on the north, and then encamped at the
distance of sixteen miles, on the south side of the river, and just above a small
run. The morning had been cloudy, but in the afternoon it began raining,
with a high aorth-west wind, which continuéd during the greater part of the
night. The country seen to-day consists of narrow strips of lowland, rising inte
uneven grounds, which are succeeded, at the distance of three miles, by rich
and level plains, but without any timber. The river itself is wide, and crowded
with sandbars, Elk, deer, squirrels, a pelican, and a very large porcupine, were
our game this day ; some foxes too were seen, but not caught. :

In the morning we observed a man riding on horseback downtoward:tho
boat, and we were much pleased to find that it was George Shannon, one of
our party, for whose safety we had been very uneasy. Our two horses having
strayed from us on the 26th of August, he was sent to search for them. After he
had found them he attempted to rejoin us, but seeing some other tracks, which
must have been those of Indians, and which he mistook for our own, he con-
cluded that we were a-head, and bad been for sixteen days following the bank
of the river above us. During the first four days he exhausted his bullets, and
was then nearly starved, being obliged to subsist, for twelve days, on a few
grapes, and a rabbit which he killed by making use of a hard piece of stick
for a ball. One of his horses gave out, and was left behind ; the other he kept
as a last resource for food. Despuiring of overtaking wus, he was returning
down the river, in hopes of meeting some other boat; andmonthepomtof
killing his horse, when hemmfoﬂubﬁteutogomna : i
~ Wednesday, Beptember 12. The day was dark and cloudy ; the wind fmh
the north-west. At a short distance we reached an island mthemzddieofﬁo
river, which is covered with timber, a rare object now. We with great' difil<
colty were enzbled to struggle through the sandbars, the water being very rapid
and shallow, so that we were several hoursin making a mile. Several times
the boat wheeled on the bar, and the men were obliged to jump ont and. pre
vent her from upsetting; at others, after making a way up one channel; the
shoalness of the water forced us back to seek the deep channel. We advanéed

“only four miles in the whole day, and encamped on the south  Along both
sides of the river are high grounds; on the southern side particularly, they form
dark bluffs, in which %M“MM

.‘
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several villages Jnthrkinswquimh;«--mfmhm of growse, and three

m:, hvilhab alfas 4y a » ¥ feoe : -

i September 13, Thmdsy We made twelye miles to-day through a number
of isandbars, which make it difficult to find the. proper channel. "The hills on
each. side are bigh, and separated from the river by a narrow plain on its
borders.. . On the north, these lowlands are covered in partmthtamba' and
great quantities of Jrapes, which are now  ripe: on the south we found plenty
of ;plums, but they are not yet ripe; and near the dark bluffs, a run tainted with
alum and copperas ;. the southbern side being more strongly impregnated with
minerals than the northern. . Last night four beaver were canght in the traps ;
a porcupine was shot as it was upon a_cottontree, feeding on its leaves and
branches. We encamped on the north side, opposite to a small willow island,
At night the musquitoes were very troublesome, though the weather was celd
and.rainy, and the wind from the north-west.

. Friday, September 14, At two miles we reached a round island on the nor-

thﬁm side; at about five,a run on the south; two and a half miles further, a
small creek ; and at nine miles. encamped near, the mouth of a creek, on the
same side, The sandbars are. very numerous, and render the river wide and
shallow, and obliged the crew to get into the water and drag the boat over the
bars several times. . During the whole day we searched along the snntbem
shore, and.at some distance into_ the interior, to find an ancient yolcano qbld,l
we heard at St. Chatles was somewhere in_this neighbourhood ; but we . coq.'@
not.discern the slightest appearance of any thing volcanic. In the course of
their search the party shov a buck-goat and a hare. The hills, p&}'tlcnlp,rly o
the south, continue high, but the timber is confined to the islands and banks
of theriver. We had occasion here to observe the rapid undermining of these
hills by the Missouri : the first attacks seem to be on the hills which overhang
the viver; as soom as the violence of the current destroys the grass at the foot of
them, the whole texture appears loosened, and the ground dissolyes and mixes
with the water :, the muddy mixture is then forced over the low-grounds, which
it covers, sometimes 1o, the. depth of, three inches, and gradually destroys the
herbage ; adter which it can offer no resistance to the water, and becomes at last
covered with sand, .
ot MMW mw%m ,at an early hour, the creek near s,m
Jast night's encampment ; aud at two miles distance reached the mouth of White
. Tixer,coming in from, the sonth, ,We, ascended 2, short djstance, ta
sergeant;and. another. man. {0, examine it higher up.. !‘hw;&mhﬁlﬁm °f|

W&am mwmn one,
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fifty : in the mouth are a sand island, anduwdm The current is
regular and swift, with sandbars projecting from the points, It differs very
much from the Platte, and Quicurre, in throwing out, eomparatively, littie sand,

'bnt its general character is like that of the Missouri. 'This resemblance was
confirmed by the sergeant, who ascended about twelve miles; at this distance it
was about the same width as near the mouth, and the course, which was gene-
rally west, had been interrupted by islands and sandbars. Whe timber cousisted
chiefly of el ; they saw pine bures, and sticks of birch were seen floating
down the river; they had also met with geats, such as we have heretofore
seen ; great quantities of buffaloe, mear to which were wolves, some deer, and
\ '“tgesof barking squirrels. At the confluence of White river with the Mis-
souri is an excellent position for a town; the land rising by three gradual
ascents, and the neighbourhood furnishing more timber than is usual in this
country. After passing high dark bluffs on both sides, we reached the lower
point of an island towards the south, at"¥he distance of six miles. The island
bears an abundance of grapes, and is covered with red cedar; it also contains a
number -of rabbits, At the end of this island, which is small, a narrow channel
separates it from a large sand island, which we passed, and encamped, eight
miles on the north, under a high point of land opposite a large creek to the
south, on which we observe an umusual quantity of timber. The wind was
from the north-west this afternoen, and high. The weather cold, and its drearie
ness increased by the howlings of a number of wolves around us.

September 16, Sunday. Barly this moming, baving reached a eomemut
spotonﬂlemth side, and at ene mile and a quarter distance, we mmpad
just above a small creek, which we called Corvas, having killed an animal of
that genus near it.  Finding that we could not proceed over the sandbars, as
fast as we desired, while the boat was so heavily loaded, we concluded not to
send back, as we originally intended, our third periogue, but to. detain the
soldiers until spring, and in the mean time lighten the boat by hndn‘ ‘the
perioque ; this operation, added to that of drying all our wet articles,
us during the day. Qur campis ina beautiful plain, with timber thinly scattered
for three quarters of a mile, mdmnﬁngeheﬂyofdmemcwod.ma*
of an indifferent quality, and a considerable quantity of a small species

i e

oak : ﬂmtmuéﬂmﬁmhrgﬁaihwmyfeet a.dlﬂncbum the

'haﬂnsroug‘h,thd:m&ofﬂ colour ; the Mmm
.‘haofapdegrm ‘ﬂnmq:ﬂ?&mhm th:muWth
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acorns possess ; they are now falling, and have probably attracted the number of
deer which we saw on this place, as all the animals we have seen are fond of that
food. 'The ground having been vecently burnt by the Indians, is.covered with
young green grass, and in the neighbourhood are great quantities of fine plums.
We killed a few deer for the sake of their skins, which we wanted to cover the
perioques, the meat being too poor for food : the cold scason eoming on a flannel
shirt was given to éach man, and fresb powder to those who had exhaustsd their
supply.

' Monday, September 16. Whilst some of the party were engaged in the
same way as yesterday, others were employed in examining the surrounding
country. About a quarter of a mile behind our camp, and at an elevation of
twenty feet above it, a plain extends nearly three miles parallel to thé river, and
about a mile back to the hills, towards which it gradually ascends. Here we
saw a grove of plum-frees loaded with fruit, now ripe, and differing in nothing
from those of the Atlantic states, except that the tree is smaller and more thickly
set. 'The ground of the plain is occupied by the burrows of multitudes of barking
squirrels, who entice hither the wolves of a small kind, hawks, and pelecats, ail
of which anitnals we saw, and presumed that they fed on the squirrel. This
plain is intersected nearly in its whole extent by deep ravines and steep irregular
rising grounds, from one to two hundred feet. ©On ascending the range of
hills which border the plain, we saw a second high level plain stretching to the
south, as far as the eye could reach. To the westward, a high range of hills
about twenty miles distant runs nearly north and seuth, but not to any great
extent, as their rise and termination is embraced by one view, and they seem
covered with a verdure similar to that of the plains. The same view extended
over the irregular hills which border the northern side of the Missouri: ali around
the country had been recently burnt, and a young green grass, about four inches
high, covered the ground, which was enlivened by herds of amtelopes and
w; the last of which were in such multitudes, that we cannot exaggerate
iuuyhg-,thu at a single glance, we saw three thousand of them before us.

" Of all the animals we had seen the antelope seems to possess the most won-
derful fleetness: shy and timotous they generally repose only on the ridges, which
command a view of all the approaches of an enemy: the acuteness of their sight
~ distinguishes the most distant danger, the delicate sensibility of their smell defeats

the precautions of concealment, and when alarmed their rapid career seems
-mu W of Mhﬂamﬂ of an earthly being. After
: tain Lewis at last, by winding around the
: Eﬁh were on an eminence, towards which
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the Witk was unfortunately hlowing. The only male of the party ‘frequéntly
encircled the summit of the hill, as'if to announce any danger to the females;
who formed a group at the top. “Although they did not see captain Lewis, the
smell alarmed them, and they fled when he was at the distance of two hundred
yards: he ifmnediately ran to the spot where they had been, a ravine ‘concealed
them from him, but the next moment they appeared on a'gecond ridge, at'the
distance of three miles. He doubted whether it could be the same, but their
numbér and the extreme rapidity with which they continued their course, eon<
viticed him that they must have gone with a speed équal to'that of the most
dimg-uihhed racehorse. ' Among our ‘acquisitions to-day was @ mule-deer, ‘&
magpie, the common deer, and buffaloe: captain Lewis also saw a hare, and
killed a rattlesnake near the burrows of the barking squirrels, ‘

Tuesday, September 18. Having every thing' in readiness we proceeded, wlﬁ'
the boat much lightened, but the wind hging from the N. W. we made but little
way. At one mile we reached an island in the middle of the river, nearly a mile
in'length, and covered with red ¢edar; at its extremity a small creek comes. in
from the north; we then met some sandbary, and the wind being very high and
a-head, we encamped on the south having made only seven miles. In addition
to'the common deer, which were'in great abundance, we saw goats, elk, buffaloe,
the black tailed deer; the large wolves too dre very numerous, and have long
hair with coarse fur, and are of a light colour. A small species of 'wolf; about
the size of a gray fox, was also killed, and proved to be the animal which we had
hitherto mistaken for a fox: there aunbomnypmnbbm md-bnlngv
aqumelsinﬂ:enelghbdurhood v v ode '

“September 19. We this day enjoyed aoool clmmmmg, and a wind- ﬁom
the south-east. We reached at three miles a ‘bluff on the south, and foar miles
further, the lower point of Prospect island, about two and a half miles in length;
opposite to this are high bluffs, about eighty féet above the water, beyond which
are beautiful plains, gradually rising as they recede from the river: these are
watered by three streams which empty near each other: the first is about thirty-
five yards wide, the ground on its sides high and vich, with some timber; the
second about twelve yards wide, but with less timber; the third is nearly of
the same size, and contains more water, but it scatters. its waters over the large
timbered plain, and empties itself into the river at three places.  Pliese rivers
are called by the French Les trois rivieres des Sioux, the thrée Sioux: rivers;
and as the Sioux generally cross the Missouri at this place, it is called the Sioux,
pibbf the three rivers. These streams have the

in & less degree than Pipestone creek dlready mentioned, ™.« <y jual wn
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~ 1. M wommiles from: the island we passed a wkﬁ&eenym'dtmde,,mgimm
further, another twenty yards wide; three. miles beyond. which, is a third of
eighteen yards width, all on the south side: the second, which. pmqsﬂwqyglr.n.
‘high plain, we called Elm, creek; to thethird we gave the,nmoi.nghm
haying reached it late at might. . About am;lebeyond.thuapwll;ﬂandm
the north side of the .mrer, and is called Lower island, as it.is situated at the com-
mencement of what s known by the name of the Grand Detour, or Great. Bend
of the Missouri. - Opposite is a eréek on the south, abont ten yards wide, which
waters @ plain where there are great numbers of the prickly pear, which name,
we gave tothe creek. We encamped on the south, opposite the upper extremity
of the island, having made an excellent day’s sail of twenty-six and a quacter.
miles. - Our game this day consisted chiefly of deer, of these four were biack:
tails, one a buck with twomain prongs of horns on each side, and forked equally.
Large herds of buffaloe, elk and goats, were also seen. amiit gt deodads
- Thuorsday, September 20. = Finding we had reached the BlgBend, we dess
patched two men with our only horse across the neck, to hunt there and wait onr,
afrival -at the first creek beyond it. 'We then set out with fair weather and the.
wind fiom 8. E. to make the circuit of the bend.. Near the lower island.the.
sandbiirs are numerous, and the river shallow, At nine and a balf miles is a sand. .
island, on the southern side. -About ten miles beyond it is a small island: on the;
sonth,-opposite to-a small ereek on the north, /This island, which is near the N, W,
extrémity of ‘the bend; is called Solitary island, . At about eleven miles further, -
weencamped on a sandbar, baving made twenty-seven and a half miles. Captain.
Clarke, who early this morning had crossed the neck of. the bend, joined.us in.
the evening. - At the narrowest part, the gorge is composed of high and irregular
hills of about one hundred and eighty, or one hundred and ninety fect in elevation;
" from this descends an unbroken: plain over the whole bend, and the country is
separated from it by this ridge. Great numbers of buffaloe; elk, and goats are.
wuﬂnq overthese plains, accompanied by grouse and larks. rCOPMGhlh
saw'a hare also; on the G reat: Bend.. - Of the goats killed to-day, one is.a female.
différing from: the male in being smaller,in size ; its horns too are smaller and .
straightery having one short jprong, and no black about the neck; none of these. .
MM MMMV&@ bﬂﬂu‘lful-,ﬁ o 13h4
Hridayy Séptemben21. Between one and two o’ clock the sergeant on guard .-
memm Mmmlklm we jamped,
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the two perioques if they had remnined there. By the time we veached the
opposite shore the ground of our encampment sunk also.  'We formed a second
camp for the rest of thé night, and at daylight proceeded on to the gorge or
throat of the Great Bend, where we breakfastéd. - A iman, whom we had des-
patched to step off the distance ‘across the beni,ﬁmdelttwothohnndytdl"
the circuit is thirty miles. ‘During the whole course, the landof'the bend is low,
with occasional blufis; that on the opposite side, high prairie ground, and long
ridges of dafk bluffs. ' After breakfast, we phssed throngh a high prairie on the
north side, and a rich cedar lowland and cedar bluff on-the south, till we reached
a willow island below the mouth of a small creek. This creck, called Tyler’s
river, is about thirty-five yards wide, comes in on the south, and is at the distance
of six miles from the neck of the Great Bend. Here we found a deer, and the
skin of a ‘white wolf, left us by our bunters a-head: large quantities of different
kinds of plover and brants are in thig neighhourhood, and seen collecting and
moving towards the south: the catfish are small, and not in such plenty as we
had found them below this place. We passed several sandbars, which make the
river very shallow and about a mile in width, and encamped on the south, at the
distance of ¢leven and a half miles. On each side the shore is lined with hard
rough gulleystones, rolled from the hills and small brooks. The most common
timber is the cedar, though, in the prairies, there are great quantities of the
prickly pear. At the distanceé of eleven and a half miles, we encaniped
on the north at the lower point of an ancient island, which has since bean
connected with the main land by the fillibg up of the northern channel, and
is now covered with cottonwood. Weheteuwmetrdohofhdam,
they appeared three or four weeks old. ' This day was warm. . ;
“September 22. Ath&ﬁgd&heﬂmuﬂmwnﬂo&‘;mmw
through inclined prairies on each side of the river, erowded with buffaloe, ' We
halted at a point on the north side, near a high bluff on the south, and took a
meridian altitade, which gave us the latitade of 44° 11’33%", On renewing our
course, we reached first a small island on the sonth, at the distance of four and'a
half miles, immediately above which is another island opposite to a creek filteen
yards wide. 'I‘hkcroat,mdtbétwoﬂmdt,o&df‘wﬂéhwwlmbw
and the second three miles, are called the Tliree Sisters : a beautiful plain extend-
ing on both sides of the river. Thhufoﬂoweﬂby&%dhﬁémm
Cedar island, about one mile and a hlfin Tength, and the s f
and deriving its name from the quality of the timiber. “On the south s
island, is a fort and a large MW%WVM*M
here during tb&h‘u M.wwaaw with the Sioux, .'
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cawps are in. great numbers about; this place. The establishment is sixty or
seventy feet square;, built with red cedar and picketted in with the same ma-
terials. The hunters who had W&Mjﬂmﬁd us here. They mention
that the hills ave washed in gullies, in_passing over which, some mineral sub-
stances had rotted and destroyed their moccasins ; they had killed two deer and
a beaver, . At sixteen miles distance we came to on the north side at the mouth
“of asmall cveek. Phe large stones which we saw yesterday on the shores are
now some. distanice in the river, und render the navigation dangerous. The
~ musquitoes ave still numerous in the low grounds.

- Sunday, September 23. We passed, with a hghtbweﬁgmthenuh-
enst, a small island on the north, called Goat. island ; abeve which is a small
creeky called by the party Smoke cveek, as we observed a great smoke to the
south-west on approaching it. At ten miles we mlotheMpomtoi'a
large island, having passed two small willow islands with sandbars
" from themw.. This island, Mnnﬂﬂ&ﬂﬂ.nhﬂﬂo_n&aw
miles long, and thiee quarters of a mile wide, situated near thesouth, and
covered with cottonwood, the red currant, and grapes. The river is here almost
straight for a considerable distance, wide and shallow, with many sand-bars. A
small creek on the north, about sixteen yards wide, we called Reuben's creek ;
as, Reuben Fields, one of our men, was the first of the party who reached it,
At a short distance above this we encamped for the night, having mede twan‘:x
miles. The country, generally, consists of( low, rich, timbered glvound on the
north, and. high barren lands on the south: on both sides great numbers of
buffaloe are feeding,  In the evening three boys of the Sioux nation swam
across the river, and informed us that two parties of Sioux were encampedon
the next river, one consisting of eighty, and the second of sixty lodges, at some
distance above..  After treating them kindly we sent them back, with a present
of two carrots of tobacco to, their chiefs, whom we umtedto a conferencaintho
m

HM!-W% !!‘119 wmq was_from the cast, and the dayfur
\umpund ghqdmmomqu:egxﬂh side, covered with ripe plnms,
and the mouth of a creek on the south, called Highwater creek, a llttle above

our cncampment. ﬂMMW'ﬂmchedmuhndtwomdnh#f
miles, in length, and situated near the south.  Here we were joined by oge,,gt
* ou, hunsers, who procured four elk, but whilst be was in_pursuit gﬁ,m

m shore:  we 1O o
mm,mmmm ‘were, not, afraid, of,
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some of their young men had stolen the horse which their great father had sent
for their great chief, and that we could not treat with them until he was re-
stored. They said that they knew nothing of the horse, but if he had bean
taken he should be given up. We went on, and at eleven and a half miles,
passed an island on the north, which we called Good-humoured island ; it is
about one and a half miles long, and abounds in elk. At thirteen and a half
miles, we anchored one hundred yards off the mouth of a river on the south side,
where we were joined by both the periogues tand encamped ; two-thirds of the
party remained on board, and the rest went as a guard on shore with the cooks
and one perioque ; we have seen along the sides of the hills on the north a great
deal of stone ; besides the elk, we also observed a hare ; the five Indians whom
we l:a.dseen followed us, and slept with the guard on shore. Finding one of
them was a chief we smoked with him, and made him a present of tobacco.
Thlsnvernsabontseventyyudsmde ‘and has a considerable current. Asthe
tribe of the B:ouxwhchmhubxtxtn'e called Teton, we g'ave it the name of
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comtcu. Hn,n WITH THE TETONS—THEIR MANNERS, DANCES, &c-—-—cnarnmm ltm.—.
_ COUNCIL AELD WITH THE RICARA INDIANS—THEIR MANNERS AND nnmn—-—nnnusl
"INSTANCE OF RICARA IDOLATRY—ANOTHER INSTANCE—CANNONBALL nrvsn—an-
RIVAL AMONG THE MANDANS—CHARACTER OF THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY, AND OF
| THE CREEKS, ISLANDS, &c. ' :

SeprEMBER 25. THE moming was fine, and the wind continued from the
south-east. We raised a flagstaff and an awning, under which we assembled at
twelve o’clock, with all the party parading under arms. The chiefs and war-
riors from the camp two miles up the river, met us, about fifty or sixty in num-
ber, and after smoking delivered them a speeeh ; but as our Sioux interpreter,
Mr. Durion, had been left with the Yanktons, we were obliged to make use of
a Frenchman who could not speak fluently, and therefore we curtailed our
harangue. After this we went through the ceremony of acknowledging the
chiefs, by giving to the grand chief a medal, a flag of the United States, a laced.
uniform coat, a cocked hat and feather: to the two ether chiefs a medal and
some small presents ; and to two warriors of consideration certificates. The
name of the great chief is Untongasabaw, or Black Buffaloe; the second
Tortohonga, or the Partisan ; the third Tartongawaka, or Buffaloe Medicine :
the name of one of the warriors was Wawzinggo ; that of the second Mato-
coquepa, or Second Bear. We then invited the chiefs on board, and showed
them the boat, the airgun, and such curiosities as we thought might amuse
them : in this we suceeeded too well ; for after giving them a quarter of a glass
of whiskey, which they seemed to like very much, and sucked the bottle, it was
with much difficulty that we could get rid of them. They at last accompanied
Captain Clarke on shore in a perioque with five men ; but it seems they had:
formed a design to stop us ; for no sooner had the party landed than three of the
MﬁaeﬂﬂtﬂﬁGMmdmd’ the soldiers of the chief put:
bmum the second chief who affected mtonmhm,.thmmuh
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that we should niot go on, that they had not received presents enough from ﬂ?‘
thtﬂh'@larke told him that he wonld not ‘be prevented from going on; tl_ia%
we were not squaws, but warriors ; that we' 'w'ere sent by our great fath{n"', who
could in"a moment exterminate them? the' chief replied, that he too ImJﬂ
wiirriors, and was proceeding to offer personal violence to Captain Clarke, who
immediately drew his sword, and made a signal to the boat to prepare for action.
The Tndians who surrounded him, drew their arrows from their quivers and were
bending their bows, when the swivel in the Boat was instantly pointed towards
them, and twelve of our most determined men jumped into the perioque and
joined Captain Clarke. This movement made an impression on them, for the
grand chief ordered the young men away from the perioque, and they withdrew
and held a' short conneil with the warviors. Beéing tnwilling to irrifate them,
Captain Clarke then went forward and offered his' hand to the first and second
chiiefs, who refused to take it. He then turned from them and got into the
perioque, biit bad not gone more than ten paces when both the chiefs and two
of the warriors waded in after im, and he brought them on board. ''We then
proceeded on for a mile and anchored off o willow island, whieh from the cir-
cumstances which had just eceurred, we called Badhumoured island. -~
© Wednesday, September 26. Our condact yesterday seemed to bave inspired
the Indians with fear of us, and as we were desirous of cultivating théir ac-
quaintance, we complied with their wish that we should give them an opportanity
of treating us well, and also suffer their squaws and children to see us and our
beat, which would be perfectly new to them. Aceordingly, ‘fter passing at
one and a half mile a small willow island and several sandbars, we' came to 6t
the south side, where a crowd of men, women and childven were waiting to
receive us. Captain Lewis went on shore and remained teveral hours, ‘and
observing that their dispesition was friendly we resolved to remain during the
night to a dance, which they were preparing for us. Captains Lewis and
Clarke, who went on shore one after the other, were met on landing by ten well
dressed yonng men, who took them up in a robe highly decorated and carried
them to a large council house, where they were placed on a dressed buffilol
skin by the side of the grand chief. The hall or eouncil-room was in the shiaps
of three quarters of a circle, covered at the top and sides with skins well dressed

T
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large fire, in which they were cooking provisions, stood near, and in the centre
abont four hundred pounds of excellent buffaloe meat as a present for vs. As
soon as we were seated, an old man got up, and after approving what we had
done, begged us to take pity on their unfortunate situation. 'To this we replied
with assurances of protection. After he had ceased, the great chief rose and
delivered an harangue to the same effect : then with great solemuity he took
some of the most delicate parts of the dog, which was cooked for the festival,
and held it to the flag by way of sacrifice: this done, he held up®the pipe of
peace, and first pointed it towards the heavens, then to the four quarters of the
globe, and then to the earth, madea short speech, lighted the pipe, and presented
it tous. We smoked, and he again harangued his people, after which the
repast was served upto us. It.consisted of the dog which they had just been
cooking, this being a great dish among the Sioux, and used on all festivals; to
this were added, pemitigon, a dish made of buffaloe meat, dried or jerked, and
then pounded and mixed raw with grease and a kind of ground. potatoe, dressed
like the preparation of Indian corn called hominy, to which it is little inferior.
Of all these luxuries which were placed before us in platters with horn spoons,
we took the pemitigon and the potatoe, which we found good, but we counld as
yet partake but sparingly of the dog. We ate and smoked for an hour, when
1t became dark : every thing was then cleared away for the dance, a large’ fire
being made in the centre of the house, giving at once light, and warmth to the
ballroom. The orchestra was composed of about ten men, who played ona
sort of tambourin, formed of skin stretched across a hoop ; and made a jingling
noise with a long stick to which ‘the 'hoofs of deer and goats were hung; the
third instrument was a small skin bag with pebbles in it : these, with five or six
young men for the vocal part, made up the band. The women then came
forward bighly decorated ; some with poles in their hands, on which were hung
the scalps of their enemies ; others with guns, spears or different trophies, taken
m war by their husbands, brothers, or connexions. Having arranged themselves
10 two columns, one on each side of the fire, as soon as the music began they
danced towards each other till they met in the centre, when the rattles were
shaken, and they all shouted and returned back to their places. They have no
step, but shuffle along the ground ; nor does the music appear to be any thing
- more than a confusion of noises, distinguished only by hard or gentle blows upen
the buffaloe skin: the song is perfecily extemporaneous. Tn the pauses of the
Wﬁmmmm in a sort of lowguttaral

ory or incident, which is either martial or ludicrons | or, us
) 'WMMHMPU&.M
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that we should not go on, that they had not received presents enough from us:
Captain Clarke told him that he would not be prevented from going on; that
we were not squaws, but warriors; that we were sent by our great father, who
could im a moment exterminate them: the chief replied, that he ton had
warriors, and was proceeding to offer personal violence to Captain Clarke, who
immediately drew his sword, and madc a signal to the boat o prepare for action.
The Indians who surronnded him, drew their arrows from their quivers and were
bending their bows, when the swivel in the boat was instantly pointed towards
them, and twelve of our most determined men jumped into the perioque and
joined Captain Clarke. This movement ‘nade an impression on them, for the
grand chief ordered the young menaway from the perioque, and they withdrew
and held a short council with the warriors. Being unwilling to irritate them,
Captain Clarke then went forward and offered his hand to the first and second
chiefs, who refused to take it. He then turned from them and got into the
perioque, but had not gove more than ten paces when both the chiefs and two
of the warriors waded in after ¥im, and he brought théem on board. ' We then
proceeded on for a mile and anchored off a willow island, which from the cir-
cumstances which trad just occurred, we caled Badhamoured island.
Wednesday, September 26.  OQur condact yesterday seemed to have mspired
the Indiens with fear of us, and as we were desirous of cultivating their ac-
quaintance, we ¢omplied with their wish that we sheuld give them an opportanity
of treating us well, and also saffer thetr squaws and children to see v and our
beat, which would be perfectly new to them. Accordingly, ‘sfter passing at
one and @ half mile a small willow island and several sandbars, we came to én
the seuth side, where a crowd of men, women and children were waiting to
receve us. Captain Lewis went on shore amd remained several hours, snd
observing that their dispesition was friendly we resolved to remam during the
night to a dance, which they were preparing for us. Captains Lewis and
Clarke, who went on shore one after the other, were met on landing by ten well
dressed yonng men, who took them up in o robe highly decorated and carried
them to a large councit bouse, where they were placed on a dresed buffalub
skin by the side of the grand chief. The haltor eouncil-room was in the slfupt
of three quarters of a circle, covesed at the top and sides with skins well dressctd
and sewed together. Under this shelter sat about seveuty meny, fortming b-cipdl¥
round the chief, befove whom were pleced s Spanish flag and the one we Had
given them yesterdsy. This loft & vacent circle of about six fest dinnteter; i
whiich the pipe of peace was raised) on two forked sticks, -ihout siw or el
saches from the gromnd, and under it the ‘dewn of the swan was seattordds ¥
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large fire, in which they wevre cooking provisions, stood near, and in the centre
about four hundred pounds of excellent buffaloe meat as a present for us. As
soon as we were seated, an old man got up, and after approving what we had
done, begged us to take pity on their unfortunate situation. Teo this we replied
with assurasces of protection. After he had ceased, the great chief rose and
delivered an harangue to the same effect : then with great solemnity he took
some of the most delicate parts of the dog, which was cooked for the festival,
and held it to the flag by way of sacrifice : this done, he held up”’ the pipe of
peace, and first pointed it towards the heaveus, then to the four quarters of the
globe, and then to the earth, made a short speech, lighted the pipe, and presented
it tous. We smoked, and he again harangued his people, after which the
repast was served up to us. It consisted of the dog which they had just been
cooking, this being a great dish among the Sioux, and used on all festivals; to
this werc added, pemitigon, a dish made of buffaloe meat, dried or jerked, and
then pounded and mixed raw with grease and a kind of ground potatoe, dressed
like the preparation of Indian corn called howiny, to which it is little inferior.
Of all these luxuries which were placed before us in platters with horn spoens,
we took the pemitigon and the potatoe, which we found good, but we counld as
yet partake but sparingly of the dog. We ate and smoked for an hour, when
it beceme dark: every thing was then cleared away for the dance, a large fira
baing 1uade in the centre of the beuse, giving at once light and warmth to the
ball-toom. The orchestra was composed of about ten men, who played ona
sart of tambourin, formed of skin stretched across a hoop ; and made a jingling
noise with a long atick to which the hoofs of deer and goats were hung ; the
third instrument was a small skin bag with pebbles in it: these, with five or six
young men for the vocal part, made up the band. The women then came
forward kighly decorated ; some with poles in their hands, on which were hung
the scalps of their enemies ; others with guns, spears or different trophies, taken
1 war by their hushbands, brothers, or connexions. Having arranged themselves
in two columns, one on each side of the fire, as soon as the music began they
danced towards each other till they met iu the centre, when the rattles were
shaken, and they all shouted and returned back to their places. They have no
step, buvshuffle along the ground ; nor does the music appear to be any thing
more than a confusien ef noises, distinguished only by hard or gentle blows upon
the buffaloe skin-: the song is pesfectly extemporaneous. Iu the pauses of the
dance, any man of the company comes forward and recites, in a sort of low guttural
tome, some little, story or iucident, which is either martial or ludicrous 3 or, as
waathe ease thisevening, voloptuensuind indeceat ; thisistakenup by the orchestra
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and the dancers, who repeat it in'a higher strain and dance to it. Sometimes
they glternate ; the orchestra first performing!, and when it ceases, the women
raise their voices and make a music more agreedble, that is, less intolernhle than
that of the musicians. The dances of the meh, which are always separate from
the women, are conducted very nearly in the same way, except that' the men
jump up and down instead of shuffling; and in the war dances the recitations
are all of a military cast. The harmony of the entertainment had nearly heen
disturbed by one of the musicians, who thinking he had not received a due share
«of the tobacco we had distributed during the evening, put huuself into a passion;
broke onc of the drums, threw two of them into the fire, and left the band.
They were taken out of the fire: a buffaloe robe held in one hand and beaten
with the other, by several of the company, supplied the place of the lost dram
or tambourin, and no notice was taken of the offensive conduct of the man
We staid till twelve o’clock at night, when we informed the chiefs that they
must be fatigued with all these attempts fo amuse us, and retired accompanied
by four chiefs, two of whom spent the night with us on board.

‘While on shore we saw twenty-five squaws, and about the same ndmber:of
ehildren, who had been taken prisoners two weeks ago, in a battle with their
countrymen the Mahas. In this engagement the Sioux destroyed forty lodpes;
killed seventy-five men, of which we saw many of the scalps, and took these
prisoners ; their appearance is wretched and dejected ; the women too seem
low in stature, coarse and ugly; though their present condition may diminish
their beanty. We gave them a variety of small articles, such as awls and
needles, and interccded for them with the chiefy, to whom we recommended to
follow the advice of their great father, to restore the prisoners and live in pence
with the Mahas, which they promised to do.

The tribe which we this day saw, are a part of the great Sioux nation, and. are,
known by the name of the ''eton Okaundandas: they are about twe hundred
men in number, and their clief residence is on both sides of the Missouri, be-
tween the Chayenne and 'T'efon rivers. In their persons they are rather ngly
and ill made, their legs’ and arms being too small, their chieehbones high, gnd.
their eyes projecting. 'The females, with the same chameter of form, arg, mere
handsvme ; and both sexes appear cheerful and sprightly ; but in ont intergourss,
with them we discovered that they were cunning andvicious.

The men shave the hair off their heads, except a small tuft on she tqp, which,
they suffer to grow and wear in plaits over the shoulders; o this they sepm
much attached, as the loss of it is the usual sacrifice at the death, of near pglatiopm,;
In ful] dress, the men of consideration wear a hawk’s feather, oncalumet feathgr
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warked with porcupine quilld, and fustened to the top of the head, from which it
falls back. 'The face and body are generally painted with a mixture of grease
and coal. Over the shoulders is a loose robe or mantle of buffaloe skin dressed
white, adorned with porcupine quills loosely fixed so as to make a jingling
noise when in motion, and painted with various uncouth figures unintelligible to
us, but to them emblematic of military exploits, or any other incident ; the hair
of the robe is worn next the skin in-fair weather, but when it rains the hair is
put outside, and the robe is eithcr thrown over the arm, or wrapped round the
body, all of which it may cover. Under this in the winter season they wear a
kind of shirt resembling ours, and made either of skin or cloth, and covering the
arms and body. Rouud the middle is fixed a girdle of cloth or procured dressed
elk-skin, about an inch in width and closely tied to the body, to this is at{ached
a piece of cloth or blanket or skin about a foot wide, which passes between the
legs and is tucked under the girdle both before and behind ; from the hip to the
ancle he is covered by leggings of dresscd antelope skins, with seams at the
sides two inches in width, and ornamented by little tufts of hair, the produce of
the scalps they have made in war, which are scattered down the leg. The win-
ter moccasins are of dressed buffaloe-skin, the hair being worn inwards, and
soaled with thick elk-skin parchment; those for summer are of deer or elk-skin,
dressed without the hair, and with soals of elk-skin. On great occasions, or
whenever they are in full dress, the young men drag after them the entire skin
of a pelecat fixed to the hecl of the moccasin. Another skin of the same animal
is either tucked into the girdle or carned in the haud, and serves as a pouch for
their tobacco, or what the French traders call the bois roule : this is the inner
bark of a species of red willow, which being dried in the sun or over the fire, is
rubbed between the hands and broken into small pieces, and is used alone or
mixed with tohacco. The pipe is generally of red earth, the stem made of ash,
about three or four feet long, and highly decorated with feathers, hair and
porcupine quills.

The hair of the women is saffered to grow long, and is parted from the fore-
head across the head, at the back of which it is either collected into a kind of
bag, or hangs down over the shoulders. Their moccasins are like thosc of the
mety, 4s uve also the leggings, which do not however reach beyond the kuee,
where it is met by « long loose shift of skin which reaches nearly to the ancles :
this iy fastened over the shoulders- by a string and has no sleeves, hut a few
pieces of the skin hang a short distance down the arm. Sometimes a girdle
fditeny this-skin rouod the waist, and over all 1s thrown a robe like that warn
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by the men. They seem fond of dress. Their lodges are very neatly con-
structed, in the same forn as those of the Yamktons; they consist of about one
hundred cabins, made of white buffaloe hide dressed, with a larger one in the
centre for holding councils and dances. They are built round with poles about
fifteen or twenty feet high, covered with white skins ; these lodges may be taken
to pieces, packed np, and carried with the nation wherever they go, by dogs
which bear great burdens. The women are chiefly e;nployed in dressing
buffaloe skins : they secm perfectly well disposed, but are addicted to stealing
any thing which they can take without being observed. This nation, although
it makes so many ravages among its neighbours, is badly supplied with guns,
The water which they carry with them is contained chiefly in the paunches of
deer and other animals, and they make use of wooden bowls. Some had their
heads shaved, which we found was a species of mourning for relations. Auother
usage, on these occasions, is to run arrows through the flesh both above and be.
low the elbow.

While on shore to-day we witnessed a quarrel between two squaws, which
appeared to be growiug every moment more boisterous, when a man came for-
ward, at whose approach every onc seemed terrified and ran. He tock the
squaws, and without any ceremony whipped them severely ; on inquiring into
the nature of such summary justice, we learnt that this man was an officer well
known to this and many other tribes. His duty is to keep the peace, and the
whole intertor police of the village is confided to two or three of these officers,
who are named by the chief and remain in power some days, at least till the
chief appoints a successor ; they seem’to be a sort of constable or sentinel, since
they are always on the watch to keep tranquillity during the day, and guarding
the camp in the night. The short duration of their office is compensated by its
authority : his power is supreine, and in the suppression of any riot or dis-
turbance no resistance to him is suffered : his power is sacred, and 1f in the exe-
cution of his duty he strikes even a chief of the second class, he camnot be
punished for this salotary insolence. In general they accompany the person of
the chief, and when ordercd to any duty, however dangerous, it is a point of
honour rather to die than to refuse obedience. Thus, when they attempted to
stop us yesterday, the chief ordered one of these men to take possession of the
boat ; he immediately put his arms roand the mast, and, as we understood, no
force except the command of the chief would have induced him 5 rélease his
bold, ‘ Like the other men their bodies are blackefied, but their disﬁnguishing’
mark 15 a collection of two or three raven skins fixed to the’ ‘girdle behind the
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hack in such a way, that the tails stick out horizontally from the body. On his
head too is a raven skin split intor two parts, and tied so as to let the beak pro-
ject from the forehead.

Thursday, September 27. 'We rose early, and the two chiefs took off, as a
matter of course and according to their custom, the blanket on which they had
slept. 'I'o this we added a peck of corn as a present to each. Captain Lewis
and the chiefs went on shore to see a part of the nation that was expected, but
did not come. He 1eturned at two e’clock, with four of the chiefs and a war-
rior of distinction, called Wadrapa, (or on his guard) ; they examined the boat
and admired whatever was strange, during half an hour, when they left it with
great reluctance. Captain Clarke accompanied them to the lodge of the grand
chief, who invited them to a dance, where, being joined by Captain Lewis, they
remained till a late hour. The dance was very similar to that of yesterday.
About twelve we left them, taking the second chief and one principal warrior
on board : as we came ncar the boat the man who steered the perioque, by mis-
take, brought her broadside against the boat’s cable, and broke it. We called
up all hands to their oars; but our noise alarmed the two Indians: they called
out to their companions, and immediately the whole camp crowded to the shore;
but after half an hour they returned, leaving ahout sixty men near us. The
alarm given by the chiefs was snid to be that the Mahas had attacked us, and
that they were desirous of assisting us to repel them; but we suspected that they
were afraid we meant to sct sail, and intended to prevent us from doing so ; for
in the night the Maha prisoners had told one of our men, wh(z understood the
language, that we were to be stopped. 'We therefore, withont giving any indi-
cation of our suspicion, prepared every thing for an attack, as the Yoss of our
anchor obliged us to come to near a falling bank, very unfavourable for defence.
We were not mistaken in these opinions ; for when in the morning,

Friday, September 28, afler dragging unsuccessfully for the anchor, we
wished to set sail, it was with great difficulty that we could make the chiefs
leave the boat. At length we got rid of all except the great chief; when just
as we were setting out, several of the chief’s seldiers sat on the rope which held
the boat on the shore. Irritated at this we got every thing ready to fire on them
if they persisted, but the great chief said that these were his soldiers and only
wanted some tobaceco. We had already refused a flag and some tobacco to the
second chief, whe hed demanded 1t with great importunity ; but willing to Teave

. them without going to extremities, we threw hira a carrot of tobateo, saying'to
him; “ You have told us that you were a great man, and have influsiee’; ow
show yom* inffluence, by taking the rope from those men, and we will‘ then go
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withoiit why frther trouble”” This appeal to his pride had the desirad efferty
he werit out of the boat, gave the soldiers the tobacco, and pulling the repe out
of their hands delivered it on board, and we then set sail under a breeze from
the S. E. After sailing about two miles we observed the third chief beekoning
to us: we topk him on board, and he informed us that the rope had been held by-
the order of the second chief, who was a double-faced man. A little farther en
we were joined by the son of the chief, who came on board to see his father. On
his return we*sent a speech to the nation, explaining what we had done, and ad-
vising them to peace; but if they persisted in their attempts to stop us, we were
willing and able to defend ourselves. After making six miles, during which we
passed a willow island on the south and one sandbar, we encamped on another in
the middle of the river. 'The conntry on the south side was a low prairie, that
on the north highland.

September 29. We set out early, but were again impeded by sandbars, which
made the river shallow; thc weather Was however fuir; the land on the north
side low and covered with timber, contrasted with the bluffs to the south. At
nine o’clock we saw the second chief and two women and three men on shore,
who wished us to take two women offered by the second chief to make friends,
which was refused; he then requested us to take them to the other band of their
nation, who were on the river not far from us: this we declined; but in spite of
our wishes they followed us along shore. The chief asked us to give them some
tobacco; this we did, and gave more as a present for that part of the nation which
we did not see. At seven and a half miles we came to a small creek, on the
southern side, whére we saw great numbers of elk, and which we called Notimber
creek from its bare appearance. Above the mouth of this stream, a Ricara
band of Pawnees had a village five years ago: but there are no remains of it
except the mound which encircled the town. Here the second chief went on
shore. We then proceeded, and at the distance of eleven miles encamped on the
lower part of a willow island, in the middle of the river, being obliged to sub-
stitute large stones, in the place of the anchor which we lost.

Beptember 80. The wind was this morning very high from the south-east,
so'that we were obliged to proceed under a double-recfed maiusail, through the
rain. The country presented a large low prairie covered with timber on she north
side; on-the south, we first had high barren hills, but afier some miles it became
of the same character as that on the opposite side. 'We bed nos gore far whea
an Indian ran after us, and begged to be carried on board as far as the Ricarns,
which we refased: soon after, we discovered on the hills at a distance, a great
number of Indiaus, who came towards the river and encamped: a-head of ug,
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‘We stopped at a sandbar, at about eleven miles, and after breakfasting proceeded
on a short distance to their canpy which consisted of about-four hundred souls,
We anchored one hundred yards from the shore, and discovering that they were
T etons belonging to the band which we had just left, we told them that we took
them by the hand, and would make each chief a preseat of tobacco; that we had
been badly treated by some of their band, and that baving waited for them two
days below, we could not stop here, but referred them to Mr. Durien for our talk
and an explanation of our views: they then apologized for what had past, assured
us that they were friendly, and very desirous that we should land and eat with
them: this we refused, but sent the perioque on shore with the tobacco, which
was delivered to one of the soldiers of the chief, whom we had on board. Several
of them now ran along the shore after us, but the chief threw them a twist of
tobacco, and told them to go back and open their ears to our councils; on which
they immediately returned to their lodges. We then proceeded past a continua-
tion of the low prairie on the north, where we had large quantities of grapes,
and on the south saw a small creek and an island. Six miles above this, two
Indians came to the bank, locked at us about half an hour, and then went without
speaking over the hills to the sonth-west. After some time, the wind rose still
higher, and the boat struck a log, turned, and was very near taking in water.
The chief became so much terrified at the danger, that he hid himself in the
Lsoat, aud as soon as we landed got his gun and told us that he wanted to return,
that we would now see no more Tetons, and that we might proceed unmolested:
we repeated the advice we had already given, presented him with a blanket, a
knife, some tobacco, and after smoking with him he set out. 'We then continued
to a sandbar en the north side, where we encamped, having come twenty and a
half miles. In the course of the day we saw a number of sandbars which impede.
the navigation. The only animal which we observed was the white gull, thew
in great abundance.

October 1st, 1804. The weather was very cold and the wind high from the
south-east during the night, and continued so this morning. At three miles dis~
tance, we had passed a large island in the middle of the river, opposite to the
lower end of which the Ricaras ohoe had 2 village on the south side of the river:
theve are, however, no remnants of it now, except a circular wall three or four
feet in beight, which emcompassed the town. 'T'wo miles beyond this island is @
river coming ia from the south-west, about four hundred yards wide; the current:
gentle, and discharging mot mweh water, and very little sand: it takes its rise.in.
the second range of the Cote Noire or Black mountains, and its general.counse
isnearky canty- ¢his river has been cocasionally called Dog river, under s mistakem
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opinjon that its French name was Chien, but its true appellation is Chayeune,
and it derives this title from the Chayerne Indiaus: their history is the short and
melancholy relation of the calamities of almost all the Indians. 'Fhey were a
numerous people and lived on the Chayenne, a branch of the Red river of Lake
Winnipeg. . The invasion of the Sioux drove them westward; in their progress
they halted on the southern side of the Missouri below the Warreconne, where
their ancient fortifications still exist; but the same impulse again drove them to
the heads of the Chayvenne, where they now rove, and occasionally visit the
Ricaras. They are now reduced, bat still number three hundred men.

Although the river did not seem to throw out much sand, yet near and above
its mouth we find a great many sandbars diflicult to pass. On both sides of the
Missouri, near the Chaveune, ave rich thinly timbered lowlands, behind which
are bare hills. As we proceeded, we found that the sandbars made tle river so
shallow, and the wind was so high, that we could scarcely find the channel, and at
one place we were forced to drag the boat over a sandbar, the Missouri being very
wide and falling a little. At seven and a half miles we came to at a point, and
remained three hours, during which time the wind abated: we then passed within
four miles, two creeks on the south, onc of which we called Centinel creek, and
the other Lookout creek. This part of the river has but httle timber; the hills
are not so high, as we have hitherto seen, and the number of sandhars extends
the river to more than half a mile in breadth. We continued about four and a
half miles further, to a sandbar in the middle of the river, where we spent the
night, our progress being sixtcen miles, On the opposite shore, we saw a hoase
among the willows, aud a boy, to whom we called, and brought him on beard.
He proved to be a young Frenchman in the employ of a Mr. Valle, a trader,
who is now here pursuing his conunerce with the Sioux.

Tuesday, October 2. There had been a violent wind from the 8. K. dariog
the night, which having moderated, we sct sail with Mr, Valle, who visited us
this morning and accompanied us for two miles. He is one of three French
traders who have halted here, expecting the Sioux who are coming down from
the Ricaras, where they now are, for the purposes of traffic. Mr. Valle tells us
that be passed the last winter three hundred leagues up the Chayenne, under the
Black mountains. 'That river he represents as very rapid, liable to sudden swells,
the bed and shores formed of coarse gravel, and difficult of ascent even for canoes.
Ove hundred leagues from its mouth it divides into two branches,bae coming from:
the south, the other at forty leagues from the junction enters the Black mountains,
'The land which it waters from the Missouri to the Black mountains, resembles. the
country on the Missouri, exoept thut the former hus.even less tithber, and of thutithe:
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greater proportion is cedar. 'The Chayennés reside chiefly on the heads of tis
river, and steal horses from the Spanish settlement, a plundering excursion which
they perform in a month’s time. The Black mountains, he observes, are very high,
covered with great quantities of pine, and in some parts the snow remains during
the summer. There are also great quantities of goats, white bear, ptairie cocks,
and 4 species of animal which from his deseription must resemble a small elk,
with large circular horns.

At two and a half miles we had passed a willow island on the south, on the
north side of the river were dark bluffs, and on the south low rich prairies.
We took a meridian altitnde on our arrival at the upper eénd of the isthmus of
the bend, which we called the Lookout bend, and found the latitude to he
44° 19° 36”. 'This bend is nearly twenty miles round, and not more than two
miles across. '

In the afternoon we heard a shot fired, and not long after observed some
Indians on a hill : one of them came to the shore and wished us to land, as there
were twenty lodges of Yanktons or Boisbrule there; we declined doing so, tel-
ling him that we had already seen his chiefs, and that they might learc from
Mr. Durion the nature of the talk we had delivered to them. At mine miles we
came to the lower point of a long island on the north, the hanks of the south side
of the river being high, those of the north forming a low rich prairie. We
coasted along this island, which we called Caution island, and after passing a
small creek on the south, encamped on a sandbar in the middle of the river,
having made twelve miles. The wind changed to the north-west, and became
very high and cold. The current of the river isless rapid, aud the water though.
of the samc colour contains less sediment than below the Chayenne, but its
width continues the same. We were not able to hunt to-day ; for as there are so
many Indians in the neighbourhood, we were in constant expectation of being
attacked, and were therefore forced to keep the party together and be on our
guard.

Wednesday, October 3. The wind continued so high from the north-west,
that we conld not set out till after seven : we then proceeded till twelve o’clock,
and landed oh a bar towards the south, where we examined the perioques, and the
forecdstle'of the boat, and found that the mice had cut several bags of coru, and
spoiled sbrte of our clothes : about one o'clock an Indian came running to the
shore with 4 turkey on his back : ‘several others soon joined him, but we had no
interddufse with them. We éhén went on for three miles, but the ascent soon
befaﬁa@fsé": fructed by sandbars and shoal water, that after attempting in vain
several ‘channels, we detéfrined té rést for the night under some hieh bluffs on.
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the seuth, and send out to examine the best channel. We had made eight miles
along high bluffs on each side. The birds we saw were the white gulls and the
brant which were flying to the southward in large flocks.

Thursday, 4th. On examination we found that there was no outlet practiga-
ble for us in this channel, and that we must retread cur steps. We therefore
returned three miles, and attempted another chanmel, in yvhich we Were more
fortunate. The Indians were in small numbers on the shore, and seemed willing
hed they been more numerous to molest us. They called to desire that we would
land, and oue of them gave three yells and fired a ball a-head of the boat : we
bowever took no notice of it, but landed on the south to breakfast. One of
these udians swam across and begged for some powder; we gave him a piece of
tobacco only. At eight and a half miles we had passed an island in the middle
of the river, which we called Goodhope island. At one and a half mile we
reached a creek on the south side abous twelve yards wide, to which we gave
the name of Teal creek. A little above this is an island on the north side of the
current, about one and a half mile in length and three quarters of a mile in breadth.
In the centre of this island is an old village of the Ricaras, called Lahoocat ; it
was surrounded by a circular wall, containing seventeen lodges. The Ricaras
are known to have lived there in 1797, and the village seems to hive been de-
serted about five years since ; it does not contain much timber. We cneamped
on a sandbar making out from the upper end of this island ; our journey to-day
being twelve miles.

Friday, October 5. 'The weather was very cold: yesterday evening and this
morning there was a white frost. We sailed along the highlands on the north
side, passing u small creek on the south, between three and four miles. At
seven o’clock we heard some yells and saw three Indians of the Teton band,
who asked us to come on shore and begged for some tobacco; to all which we
gave the same answer as hitherto. At eight miles we reached a small creck on
the north. At fourteen we passcd an island on the south, covered with wild rye,
and at the head a large creek comes in from the south, which we named White~
brant creck, from seeing several white brants amoug flocks of dark-saloured
ones. At the distance of twenty miles we came to on a sandbar towards the
north side of the river, with a willow istand opposite; the hills or blufis omxo
the banks of the river on both sides, but are not so high as they ave below : the
river itself however continues of the same width, and the bars are quite 4s
oumerous.  ‘T'he soil of the banks is dark coloored, and many of the blufiyhave
the appearance of being on fire. Qur game this day was a deer aprairie walf,
avd some goats out of a flock that was swimming across the Tiver.
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Raturday, Oetober 8. The morning’ wis still cold, the wind being from the
north. © At eight miles we ewme to a'willow istand on the north, opposite a point
of timber, where there are many large stones near the middle of the river,
whiclt seem to have been washed from the hills and high plaing on both sides, or
driven frond a distance down the stream. At twelve miles'we halted for dinner
at a village which we suppose to have belonged to the Ricaras: it is situated in
a low plain on the river, and consists of about cighty lodges, of an octagon
form, neatly covered with earth, pluced as cluse to each other as possible, and
picketed round. The skin canoes, mats, buckets, and articles of furniture found in
the lodges, induce us to suppose that it had been left iu the spring. 'We found
three different sotts of squashes growing in the village ; we also killed an elk near
it, and saw two wulves. On leaving the village the river ‘'became shallow, and
after searching a long time for the main channel, which was concealed among
gandbars, we at last dragged the boat over one of them rather than go back
three miles for the decpest channel. At fourteen and a half miles we stopped
for the night on a sandbar, opposite a creek on the north, called Otter creek,
twenty-two yards in width, and containing more water than is common for creeks
of thatsize. The sides of the river during the day are variegated with high
bluffs and low timbered grounds on the banks: the river is very much obstracted
by sandbars. We saw geese, swans, brants and ducks of different kinds on the
sandbars, and on shore numbers of the prairie hen; the magpie tog is very,
common ; but the gulls and plover, which we saw in such numbers below, are
now quite rare.

Sutiday, October 7. There was frost again last eveniag, and this moraing
was cloudy and attended with rain. At two miles we came to the mouth of a
rivér ; called by the Ricaras, Sawawkawna, or Pork river: the party who exa~
niined it for aboufthree miles up, say that its current is gentle, and that it doeg
not seetn ¢6 throw out much sand. Its sources are the first range of the Black
monntding, #ird though it has now only water of twenty yards width, yet when
ultibceuples mitiety. ' Jnst below the mouth is another village or wintering
canp 'of the Ricaras, composed of about sixty lodges, built in the same form as
thésé'pisted yesterday, with willow and straw mats, Daskets and buffaloe-skin
énndey relliting entire in the camp. We procceded under a gentle breezg
froin fhe'sonthiwest ¢ at ten o’clock we saw two Iudians on the north side, wha
t6ld Wity werda part'of the lodge of Tartongawaka, or Buffaloe Medicine;
the et shitf whom: wehad <seen on the twenty-fifth, that they were on l‘,he
Wﬁ%%mm, srwd begged: us for something to eat, which we of éomse
gave them, At 'scven and a hadf wniles is & willow iland en the north, and’
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