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parent dates we supposed that they were made by a band of about one hundred
lodges, who were travelling slowly up the river. Although no part of the Mis-
souri from the Minnetarees to this place, exhibits signs of permanent settlements,
yet none seems exempt from the transient visits of hunting parties. We know
that the Minuetarees of the Missouri extend their excursions on the south side of
the river, as high as the Yellowstone; and the Assiniboeins visit the northere side,
most prebably as high as the Porcupine river. All the lodges between that
place and the Rocky mountains, we supposed to belong to the Minnetarees of
fort de Prairie, who live on the south fork of the Saskashawan.

Friday, 31. We proceeded in two periognes, leaving the cances to bring on
the meat of two buffaloes killed last evening. Soon after we set off it began to
rain, and though it ceased at noon, the weather continued cloudy during the
rest of the day.  The obstructions of yesterday still remain and fatigue the men
excessively: the banks are so shippery in some places, and the mud so adhesive,
that they are unable to wear their moccasins: one-fourth of the time they are
obliged to be up to their armpits n the cold water, and sometimes walk for
several yards over the sharp fragments of rocks which have fallen from the hills:
all this, added to the burden of dragging the heavy canoes, is very painful, yet
the men bear it with great patience and good hamour. Once the rope of one
of the perioques, the only one we had made of hemp, broke short, and the perioque
swung and just touched a point of rock which almost overset her. At nine miles
we came to a high wall of black rock, rising from the water’s edge on the south,
above the cliffs of the river: this continued about a quarter of a mile, and was
succeeded by a high open plain, till three miles further a second wall two hun-
dred feet high rose on the same side. Three miles further a wall of the same
kind, about two hundred feet high and twelve in thickness, appeared to the
porth. These hills and river-cliffs exhibit 2 most extraordinary and romantic
appearance: they rise in most places nearly perpendicular from the water, to
the height of between two and three hundred feet, and ave formed of very white
sandstone, so soft as to yield readily to the impression of water : in the upper
part of which lic imbedded twe or three thin horizontal strata of white freestone
insensible to the .ain, and on the top is a dark rich loam, which forms a gradually
ascending plain, from a mile to a mile and a half in extent, when the hills again
rise abruptly to the height of about three hundred feet more. In trickling down
the clifis, the water has worn the soft sandstone into a thousand grotesque figures,
among which, with a little fancy, may be discerned elegant ranges of freestone
buildings, with columns variously sculptured, and supporting long and elegant
galleries, while the parapets are adorned with statuary: on a nearer appreach
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they represent every form of elegant ruins; columns, some with pedestals and
capitals entire, others mutilated and prostrate, some rising pyramidally over
each other till they terminate in a sharp point. These are varied by niches,
alcoves, and the customary appearances of desolated magnificence: the illusion
is increased by the number of martins, who have built their globuldr nests in
the niches, and hover over these columns; asin our country they are accastomed
to frequent large stone structures. As we advance there seems no enl to the
visionary enchantment which surroundsus. I[n the midst of this fantastic scenery
are vast ranges of walls, which seem the productions of art, so regular is the
workmanship: they rise perpendicularly from the river, sometimes to the height
of one hundred feet, varying in thickuness from one to twelve feet, being equally
as broad at the top as below. The stones of which they are formed are black,
thick, and durable, and composed of a large portion of earth, intermixed and
cemented with a small quantity of sand, and a considerable proporiion of talk
or quartz. These stones are almost invariably regular paraliclipeds of unequal
sizes in the wall, but equally deep, and laid regularly in ranges over cach other
like bricks, each breaking and covering the interstice of the two on which it
vests; but though the perpendicular interstice be destroyed, the horizontal one
extends entirely through the whole work: the stones too are proportioned to
the thickness of the wall in which they are employed, being largest in the
thickest walls. The thinner walls are composed of a single depth of the paral-
leliped, while the thicker ones consist of twe or more depths: these walls pass
the river at several places, rising from the water’s edge muach above the sand-
stone bluffs, which they seem to penetrate; thence they cross in a straight line
on either side of the river, the plains over which they tower to the height of
from ten to seventy feet, until they lose themselves in the second range of hills:
sometimesthey run parallel in several rangesnearto each other, sometimes intersect
each other at right angles, and have the appearance of ancient houses-or gardens.

The face of some of these river hills, is composed of very excellent freestone
of a light yellowish brown colour, and among the cliffs we found a species of
pine which we had not yet seen, and differing from the Virginia pitchpine in
having a shorter leaf, and a longer and more pointed cone. The coal appears
only in sma]l quantities, as do the burnt earth and pumicestone: the mineral
salts have abated. Among the animals are a great number of the bighorn, a.
few buffaloe and elk, and some mule deer, but nonc of the common deer nor
any antelopes. We saw, but could not procure, a beautiful fox, of a colour
varied with orange, yellow, white, and black, rather smaller than the common
fox in this country, and about the same size as the red fox of the United States..



176

The river to-day has becn from ubout one hundred and fifty to two hundred
and fifty yards wide, with but little timber. At the distance of two miles and a
half from the last stone wall, is a stream on the north side, twenty-eight yards in
width, and with some running water.  'We encainped just above its mouth, having
made eighteen miles,

Saturday, Jure 1. The weather was cloudy with a few drops of rain. As
we procceded by the aid of our cord, we found the river-cliffs and blufls not so
high as yesterday, and the country more level. The timber too is in greater
abundance on the river, though there is no wood on the high ground; coal
however appears in the bluffs.  The river 1s from two hundred to two hundred
and fifty feet wide, the current more gentle, the water becomung still clearer and
fewer rocky points and shoals than we met yesterday, though those which we
did encounter weve equally difficult to pass.  Game is by no means in such plenty
as below; all that we obtained were one bighorn, and a mule-deer, though we
saw in the plains a quantity of buffaloe, particularly near a small lake about
eight miles irom the river to the south. Notwithstanding the wind was a-head
all day, we dragged the canoes along the distance of twenty-three miles. At
fourteen and a quarter miles, we came to a small island opposite a bend of the
river to the north: two and a half miles to the upper point of a small island on
the north; five miles to another island on the south side, and opposite to a Lluff.
In the next two miles we passed an island on the south, a second beyond it on
the north, and reached near a high bluff on the north a third, on which we en-
camped. In the plains near the river are the chokecherry, yellow and red
currant buslies, as well as the wild rose and prickly pear, both of which are now
in bloom. From the tops of the river-hills, which are lower than usnal, we
enjoyed a delightful view of the rich fertile plains on both sides, in many places
extending from the river cliffs to a great distance back. 1Tn the plains we meet
occasionally large banks of pure sand, which were driven apparently by the south-
west winds, and there deposited.  The plains are more fertile somie distance
from the river than near its hanks, where the surface of the earth is very generally
strewed with small pcbbles, which appear to be smoothed and worn by the
agitation of the waters with which they were no doubt once covered. A mountain
or part of the North mountain, approaches the river within eight or ten miles,
bearing morth from our encampment of last evening ; and this morning a range
of high mountains, bearing S. W. from us, and apparently runninf to the west-

ward, are seen at a great distance covered with snow. In the evening we had
a hitle more rain.



177

Sunday, 2. The wind blew violently last night, and a slight shower of rain
fell, but this morning was fair. We set out at an early hour, and although the
wind was a-head, by means of the cord, went on much better than for the lust two
days, as the banks were well calculated for towing. The current of the river i«
strong but regular, its timber increases in quantity, the low grounds becoine more
level and extensive, and the bluffs on the river are lower than usual. In the
course of the day we had a small shower of rain, which lasted a few minutes
only. As the game is very abundant, we think 1t necessary to begin a collection
of hides, for the purpose of making a leathern boat, which we intend constructing
shortly. 'T'he hunters, who were out the greater part of the day, brought in
six elk, two buffaloe, two mule-decr, and a bear.  This last animal had ncarly
cost us the lives of two of our hunters, who were together when he attacked
them; one of them narrowly escaped being caught, and the other, after ranning
a considerable distance, concealed bimself in some thick bushes, and wlale the
bear was in quick pursuit of his hiding place, lus companion came up and for-
tunately shot the animal through the head.

At six and a half miles we reached an island on the northern side ; one mile
and a quarter thence is 2 timbered low ground on the south: and in the next
two and three quarter miles we passed three small istands, and came to a dark
bluft ou the south : within the following mile are two smail »lands on the same
side. At threc and a gnarter miles we reached the lower part of 2 much larger
island near a northern point, and as we coasted along its side, within two miles
passed a smaller island, and halt a mile above, reached the head of another.
All these islands are small, and most of them contain some timber. Three
quarters of a mile beyond tho last, and at the distance of cighteen miles from
our encampment, we came to for the night in a handseme low cottonwoad
plain on the south, where we remained for the purpose of making some celestial
observations during the night, aud of examining in the morning a large river
which comes in opposite to us.  Accordingly at an early hour,

Monday, 3d, we crossed and fixed our camp in the point, formed by the
Junction of the river with the Missouri. It now became an intercsting question
which of these two strcams 1s what the Minnetarecs call Ahmateahza or the
Missouri, which they described as approaching very near to the Columbia.  On
our right decision much of the fate of the expedition depends; since it after
ascending to the Rocky mountains or beyond them, we should find that the viver
we were following did not come near the Columbia, :nd be obliged to return,
we should not only lose the travelling season, two months of which had already
elapsed, but probably dishearten the men so much as to induce them either to
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abandon the enterprise, or yield us a cold obedience instead of the warm and
zealous support which they had hitherto afforded us. We determined, there-
fore,- to examine well before we decided on our future course; and for this
'purpose despatched two canoes with three men up each of the streams with
‘érders to ascertain the width, depth, and rapdity of the current, so as to judge
of their comparative bodies of water. At the same time parties were sent out
by land ¢o penctrate the country, and discover from the rising grounds, if possible,
the distant bearings of the two rivers ; and all were directed to return towards
evening. While they were gone we ascended together the high grounds in the
fork of these two rivers, whence we had a very extensive prospect of the sur-
rounding country : on every side it was spread into one vast plain covered with
verdure, in which innumerable herds of buffaloe were roaming, attended by their
enemies the wolves: some flocks of elk also were seen, and the solitary antelopes.
were scattered with their voung over the face of the plain.  To the south was
arange of lofty mountains, which we snpposed to be a continuation of the South
mountain, stretching themselves from south-east to north-west, and teyminating
abruptly about south-west from us.  These were partially covered with snow ;
but at a great distance behind them was a inore lofty ridge completely covered with
snow, which seemed to follow the same direction as the first, reaching from west
to the north of north-west, where their snowy tops were blended with the liwrizon.
The direction of the rivers could not however be long distinguished, as they
were soon lost in the extent of the plain. On our return we continued our
examination ; the width of the unorth branch is two hundred yards, that of the
south is three hundred and scventy-two. The north, although narrower and
with a gentler current, is deeper than the south : its waters too are of the same
whitish brown colour, thickness, and turbidness : they run in the same boiling
and rolling manner which has uniformly characterized the Missouri ; and its
bed is composed of some gravel, but principally mud. The south fork is deeper,
but its waters are perfectly transparent: its current is rapid, but the.surface
smooth and unruffled ; and its bed too is composed of round and Hat smooth
stones ltke those of rivers issuing from a mountainous country. The air and
character of thie north fork so much resemble those of the Missouri that almost all
the party believe that to be the true course to be pursued. 'We however, although
we have given no decided opinien, are inclined. to think othgrwise, because,
although this branch docs give the colour and character: to the Missouri, yet
these very circumstanees induce an opinion that.it rises in, and runs through an
open plain country ; since if it came from the mountains it would be elearer,
uuless, which tiom the position of the country is improbable, it passed throngh a
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vast extent of low ground afler leaving them: we thought it probable that it
did not even penetratc the Rocky mountains, but drew its sources from the open
‘countrv towards the lower and middle parts of the Saskashawan, in a direction
north of this place. What embarrasses us most is, that the Indians who appeared
to be well acquainted with the geography of this country, have not mentioned
this northern river ; ¢ for the river which scolds at all others,” as it is termed, must
be according to their account onc of the rivers which we have passed ; and if
this north fork be the Missour:, why have they not designated the south branch
which they must also have passed, in order to reach the great falls which they
mention on the Missouri. In the evening our parties returned, after ascendiag
the river in canoes for some distance, then continuing on foot, just leaving them-
selves thme to return by night.  The north fork was less rapid, and therefore
afforded the easiest navigation : the shallowest water of the north was five feet
decp, that of the south six feet. At two and a half miles up the north fork is
a small river coming in on the left or western side, sixty feet wide, with a bold
cuwrrent three feet in depth.  'Lhe party by laud had gone up the south fork in a
straight line, somewhat north of west for seven miles, where they discovered that
this little river came within one hundred yards of the south fork, and on return-
ing down i, found it a handsome stream, with as much timber as cither of
the larger rivers, cowosisting of the narrow and wide-leafed cottonwood, some
birch and box-alder, and undergrowth of willows, roscbushes, and currants:
they also saw on this river a great number of elk and some beaver.

All these accounts were however very tax from deciding the important question
of our future route, and we therefore determined each of ns to ascend one of the
rivers during a day and a half’s march, or farther if necessary, for our satisfac-
tion. Our hunters killed two buffaloc, six elk, aud four deer to-day. Along
the plains near the junction, are to be found the prickly pear in great quantities ;
the choke-cherry is also very abundant in the river low grounds, as well as the
ravines along the river bluffs ; the yellow and red currants are not yet ripe ; the
cooscherry is beginning to ripen, and the wild rose which now covers all the low
arounds near the rivers is in full bloom. The fatigues of the last few days have
ovcasioned some falling off in the appearance of the men, who not having been
able to wear moceasins, had their feet mnuch bruised and mangled in passing
over the stones and rough ground. They are however perfectly cheerful, and
have an undiminished ardour for the expedition.

'Tuesday, June 4. At the same hour this morning captain Lewis .and captain
Clarke set out to explore the two rivers; captain Lewis with six men, crossed
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the north fork near the camp, below a small island from winch he took a course
N. 30" W. for four and a half miles to a commanding eminence. Here we
observed that the North mountain, chauging its direction parallel to the
Missouri, tarned towards the north and terminated abruptly ai the distanee of
about tlni'rty vules, the point of termination bearing N. 48" E.  The South
mountain too diverges fo the south, and terminates abruptly, its extremity bear-
ing 8.8 W.distant about twenty nmles: to the nght of, and retreating from this ex~
tremity, is a separate mountain at the distanc eof thirty-five miles, m a direction 8,
38" W. which from its resemblance to the roof of a barn, we called the Barn moun-
tain. The north fork, which is now on the left, makes a considerable bend to
the north-west, aud on 1ts western border a range of hills about ten miles long,
and bearing from this spot N. 60" W. runs paraliel with it: nerth of this range
of hills is an elevated point of the river bluff on its south side, bearing N. 72° W,
about twelve nules from us; towards this hedirected his course across a high,
level, dry, open plain, which in fact embraces the whole country to the oot of
the mountains, 'The soil s dark, vich, and fertile, yet the grass by no means so Juxu-
riant as might have been expected, for it is short and scarcely more than sufficient
te cover the ground.  There are vamt qnantities of prickly pears, and myriads
of grasshoppers, which afford food for a species of curlew which is 1 grea
numbers in the plain. e then proceeded up the river to the pomt of observ:-
tion they had fixed on; from which he went two mHes N. 15° W, to a bluff
point on the north side of the river : thence his course was N. 30° W, for two
miles to the entrance of a large creek on the south. The part of the river along
which he passed is from forty to sixty yards wide, the current strong, the water
deep and turbid, the banks falling in, the salts, coal, and mmeral appearances are
as usual, and i every respect, except as to size, this river resembles the Mas-
sourl. 'T'helow grounds are narrow but well supplied with woaod ; the bluffs are
principally of dark hrown yellow, and some white clay with freestone in some
places. From this pomnt the river hore N. 20° E. to a bluff on the south, at the
distance of twelve nules: tuwards this he directed his course, ascending the
hills, which are about two hundred feet high, and passing through plains for
three miles, till he found the dry ravines so stcep and numerous that he resolved
to return tc the river and follow its banks. He reached it about four miles from
the beginning of his course, and encamped on the north in a bend among some
bushes which sheltered the party from the wind : the air was very cold, the;
north-west wind high, and the rain wetted them to the skin.  Besides the game
just mentioned, he observed buffalee, elk, wolves, foxes, and got a blaireawaund |
a weasel, and wounded a large brown bear, whom it was too late to pursue,
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Aleng the river are mimense guantitics of roses which are now 1w full blvom,
and which make the low grounds a perfect garden.

Wednesday, 5. The rain fell during the greater part of the last night,
and in the morming the weather was cloudy and cold, with a high north-west
wind : at sunrise he proceeded up the river cight miles, to the bluft on the left
side, towards which he had been directing his course yesterday. Here he found
the bed of a creek twenty-five yards wide at the entrance, with some timber,
but no water, notwithstanding the rain: it is, indeed, astonishing to obéerve the
vast quantitics of water absorbed by the soil of the plains, which being opened
in large crevices, presents a fine rich loam. At the mouth of this strean (which
he called Lark creek) the bluffs are very steep, and approach the river, so that
he ascended thens, and crossing the plains reached the river, which from the last
point bore N, 30° W.: four miles from this place it extended north two miles.
Here lic discovered x lofty mountain standing alone at the distance of more than
K0 miles in the direction of N.30° W. and which, from its conical figure, lie called
'Tower mountain. He then proceeded on these twobills, and afterwards in different
eonrses six miles, when he again changed for a western course across a deep bend
along the sonth side : in making this passage over the plains he fonnd them like
those of vesterday, level and beantiful, with great quautities of bufialoe, and some
wolves, foxes, and antclopes, and intersected near the river by deep ravines.
Here, at the distance of from one to nine miles from the river, he met the
largest village of barking squirrels which we had yet seen: for he passed »
kirt of their territory for seven miles,  Ile also saw near the hills a flock of
the mounntain cock, or a large species of heath hen, with a long pointed tail,
which the Indians below had mformed us were common amony the Rock moun-
tains. Having finished lhis course of ten miles west across a bend,. he conti-
nied two miles N. 86° W. and from that point discovered some lofty mountainy
to the north-west of Tower mountain, and bearing N. 65" YV, at eighty or one
hundred miles distance : here he encamped on the north side in a handsome low
eround, on which were several old stick lodges: therc had been but little tim-
ber on the river in the forepart of the day, but now there was u greater quantity
than usual. The viver itsel is about eighty yards wide, from six to ten fect
deep, and has a strong steady current. 'The party bad killed five elk, and a
mule-deer ; and by way of experiment roasted the burrowing squirrels, which
they found to be well-flavoured aud tender.

Thursday, 6. Captaio. Lewis was now convinced that this river pursued a:
ditection too far north for our route to the Puacific, and therefure resolved to re-
turn ; but waited. till noon to take a meridian altitude. The clouds, liowever,.
which had gathered during the latter part of the night continued and prevented



182

4he observation. Part of the men were sent forward to a commanding eminence,
six miles 8. 70" W.; from which they saw at the distange of about fifteen miles
S. 80° W. a point of the south bluff of the river, which thence bore north-
‘wardly. Tn their absence two rafts had been prepared, and when they returned
about neon, the party embarked: but they soou found that the rafts were so
small and slender, that the baggage was wetted, and therefore it was necessary to
abaudon them, and go by land. 'They therefore crossed the plains, and at the
distance of twelve miles came to the river, through a cold storm from the
north-east, accompanied by showers of vain.  The abruptness of the cliffs com-
pelled them, after going a few miles, to leave the river and meet the storm in
the plains.  Here they directed their course too far northward, in consequence
of which they did not mect the river till Iate at night, after having travelled
twenty-three miles since noon, and halted at a hittle below the entrance of Lark
creek. 'They had the good fortune to Kifl two buffaloe, which supplicd them
with supper ¢ but spent a very uncomfortable night without any shelter from
the rain, which continucd till morning,

Friday 7, when at an early hour they continned down the viver.  T'le route
was exiremely unpleasant, as the wind was high from the N. 1. accompanied
with rain, which made the ground so slippery that they were unable to walk
over the blufis which they had passed on ascending the river.  The fand i5 the
most thirsty we have ever seen ; notwithstanding all the rain which has fallen,
the carth is not wet for more than two inches deep, and resembles thawed
ground ; but if it requires more water to saturate it than the common soils, en
the other haud 1t yields mowsture with equal difficulty.  In passing along the
stde of one of these blufls, at a narrow pass thirty vards in lergth, captain Lewis
slipped, aund but for a fortunate recovery, by means of his espontoon, would have
been precipitated into the river over a precipice of about ninety feet. He had
just reached a spot where, by the assistance of his espontoon, he could stand
with tolerable satety, when he heard a voice bebind him ery out ¢ Gooed God
He turned instantly, and found it was Windsor,
who had fost his foothold about the middle of the narrow JPass, and had slipped
down to the very verge of the precipice, where he lay on his belly, with his
right-asm and leg over the precipice, while with the other leg and arm he was
with difficulty holding on to keep himself from being dashed to pieces below.
His dreadful situation was instantly perceived by captain Lewis, who stifling:
his alarm, calmly told him that he was in no danger; that he should take his
knifc out of his belt with the right band, and dig a hole in the side of the bluff
to receive Ws vight foot.  With great presence of mind he did this, and theu
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raised himscHf on his knees ; captain Lewis then told him to take off his mocca--
sins, and come forward on his hands and knees, holding the knife in one hand
and his rifle in the other.  He immediately crawled in this way till he came to
a secure spot. The men who had not attempted this passage, were ordered to
return and wade the river at the foot of the bluff, where they found the water
breast high,  This adventure taught them the danger of crossing the slippery
heights of the river; but as the plains were intersected by deep ravines almost
as difficult to pass, they continued down the river, sometimes in the mud of
the low grounds, sometimes up to thcir arms in the water, and when it became
too deep to wade, they cut footholds with their knives in the sides of the banks.
In this way they traveiled through the rain, mud, and water, and having made
only cigiiteen miles during the whole day, encamped in an old Indian lodge of
sticks, which afforded them a dry shelter. Here they cooked part of six deer
they had killed in the course of their walk, and having eaten the only morsel
they had tasted during the whole day, slept comfortably on some willow boughs,
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CHAP. X.

ARTURN OF CAPTAIN LEWIS~-ACCOUNT OF CAPTAIN CLARKYE'S RESEARCHES WITH HIS
EXPLORING PARTY~—PERILOUS SITUATION OF ONE OF 1S PARTY—TANSY RIVER DE-
SCRIBED~—THE PARTY STILL BELIEVING THE SOUTHERN FORK THE MISSOURI, CAP-
TAIN LEWIS RESOLVES T ASCEND IT—MODE OF MAKING A PLACE TO DEPGSIT PROVI-
SIONS, CALLED CACHE—CAPTAIN LEWIS EXPLORES THE SOUTHERN FORK—-FALLS OF
THE MISSOURI DIS(OVERED, WHICH :ASCKRTAINS THE QUESTINON-—ROMANTIC SCENERY
OF THE SURROUNDING (OUNTRY-- NARROW ESCAPE OF CAPTAIN LEWIS—THLE MAIN
BODY UNDER CAPTAIN CLARKE APPROACH WITHIN TIVE MILE> OF THF FALLS, AND
PHREPARE 1 OR MARKING A PORTAGE OVER THE RAPIDS,

SatTvrpay, 8. IT continued to rain moderatcly all Jast night, and the morn-
ing was cloudy till about ten o’clock, when it cleared off, and became a fine
day. 'They breakfasted about sunrise, and then proceeded down the river in
the same wauy as they had done yesterday, except that the travelling was some-
what better, as they had not so often to wade, though they passed some very
dangerous bluffs.  The only timber to be found 15 in the low grounds, which
are occasionally on the river, and these are the haunts of innumerable birds,
who, when the sun began to shine, sany very delightfully.  Among these birds
they distingunished the brown thrush, robin, turtledove, linnet, goldfinch, the
large and small blackbird, the wren, and some others.  As they came along,
the whole of the party were of opinion that this river was the true Missouri ;
but captain Lewis beng fally persuaded that it was wneither the main stream,
nor that which it would be advisable to ascend, gave it the name of Maria’s
river.  After travelling all day, they reaclied the camp at five o’clock in the
afternoon, and found captain Clarke and the party very anxious for their safety,
as they had stuid two days longer than had been expected, and as captain
Clarke had returned at the appointed time, it was feared that they had met
with sume accdent, '

Captain Clarke on setting out with five men on the 4th, went seven miles
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on a course S. 25° W. to a spring ; thence he went S. 20" W, for eight miles
to the river where was an island, from which he proceeded i1n a course N. 45°
W. and approached the river at the distance of three, five, and thirteen miles,
at which place they encamped in an old Indian lodge made of sticks and bark.
In crossing the plains they observed several herds of buffaloe, some muledecr,
antelopes, and wolves, The river is rapid, and closely hemmed in by high bluffs,
crowded with bars of gravel, with little timber on the low grounds, apd none
on the highlands. Near the camp this evening, a white bear attacked one of
the men, whose gun happening to be wet, would not go off’; he Instantly made
towards a tree, but was so closely pursued, that as he ascended the tree he
struck the bear with his foot. 'I'he bear not being able to climb, waited till he
should be forced to come down ; and as the rest of the party were separated
from him by a perpendicular chiff of rocks, which they could not descend, it was
not in their power to give him any assistance : fortunately, however, at last the
bear hecame frighted at their cvies and firing, and released the man. In the after-
noon it rained, and during the night there fell both rain and snow, and in the

a

morning,

June 5, the hills to the K. E. were covered with snow, and the rain conti-
nued.  They proceeded on in a course N. 20" W, near the river several milkes,
till at the distance of eleven miles they reached a ridge, from the top of which,
on the north side, they could plainly discern a mountain to the 8. and W. at a
great distance, covered with snow ; a high ridge projecting from the moun-
tains to the south-east approaches the river on the south-east side, forming some
cliffs of dark hard stone. 'They also saw that the river ran for a great distance
west of south, with a rapid carreut, from which, as well as its continuing of the
same width and depth, captain Clarke thought it wseless to advance any fur-
ther, and therefore returned across the level plain in a direction north 30° cast,
and reached, at the distance of twenty miles, the little river whicli is already
mentioned as falling into the north fork, and to which they gave the name of
Tansy river, from the gireat quantity of that herb growing on its banks.  1ere
they dined, and then proceeded on a tew miles by a place where the Tansy
breaks through « bigh ridge on its north side and encamped.

The next day, Gth, the weather was cold, raw, and cloudy, with a high
north-east wind. They set out carly down the Tansy, whose low grounds
resemble precisely, except as to extent, those of the Missouri before it branches,
containing a great proportion of a species of toitonwood, with a leaf like that
of the wild cherry. After halting at twelve o’clock fur diuner,‘they ascended the
plain, and at five o’clock reached the camp through the rain, which had fallen
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without intermisslon since noon. During his sbsence the party had been occu-
pied in dressing skins, and being able to rest themselves, were nearly freed from
their lameness and swollen feet.  All this night, and the whole of the following
aa‘y, 7th, it rained, the wind being from the south-west ofl the mountains; yet
the rivers are falling, and the thermometer 40° above 0. 'The rain continued
till the next day, §th, at ten o’clock, when it eleared off, and the weather became
fine, tha wind high from the south-west. The rivers at the point have now
fallen six inches since our arrival, and this morning the water of the south fork,
became of a reddish brown colonr, while the north branch continued of its usual
whitish appearance. The mountains to the south are covered with snow.
Sunday, Oth. 'We now consulted upon the course to be pursned. On com-
paring our obscrvations we were more than ever eonvinced of what we already
suspected, that Mr. Arrowsmith is incorrect, in laying down in the chain of
Rocky mountains one remarkable mountafh called the Tooth, nearly as far south
as 45°, and said to be so marked from the discoveries of a Mr. Fidler. We ae
now within one hundred miles of the Rocky mountains, and in the latitude of
47° 21’ 12” 8, and thercfore 1t is highly improbable that the Missour: should
make such a bend to the south before it reaches the Rocky mountains, as to have
saffered Mr. Fidler to come as low as 45° along the eastern borders without
touching that river: yet the general course of Maria's river from this place for
ffty-nine milcs, as far as captain Lewis ascended, was north 69° west, and the
south branch, or what we consider the Missouri, which ecaptain Clavke had
examined as far as forty-five miles in a straight line, ran in a course south 29°
west, and as far as it could be seen went considerably west of south, whence we
conclude that the Missouri itself enters the Rocky mountains to the north of 46°.
In writing to the president from our winter quarters, we had already taken the
liberty of advancing the southern extremity of Mr. Fidler's diseaveries about a
degree to the northward, and this from Indian informasion, as to the beanng
of the point at which the Missouri enters the mouniain; but we thiak actual
observation wil! place it one degree still further to the northward. * This inform-
ation of Mr. Fidler however, incorrect as i¢ is, affords an additienal reason for
not pnrsning Maria’s river; for if he came as low evem as 47°- and saw ouly
small streams coming down from the mountains, it is to be presumed that. these
rivalets do not penetrate the Rocky mountains, so far as to approach any fawi-
gable branch of the Columbia, and they are most probably the remote waters, of
some northern branch of the Missouwri. In shert, being: alveady in latitude
47° 24’ we cannot reasonably hope, by geing farther to the northward, to find
between this place and the Saskashawan, any streams which can, as the Indigns
1
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assure us the Missouri does, possess a navigable current for some distance in tH8
Rocky mountains. The Indians had assured us also that the water of the Missouri
was nearly transparent at the falls; this is the case with the southern branch:
that the falls lay a little to the south of supset from them; this too is in favour
of the southern fork, for it bears considerably south of this place, which4s only
a few mimates to the northward of fort Mandan; that the falls are below the
Rocky mountains, and near the northern termination of one range ’of those
mountains: now there is a ridge of mountains which appears behind the South
mountains, and terminates to the south-west of us, at a sufficient distance from
the unbroken chain of the Rocky inountains, to allow space for several falls,
indeed we fear for too many of them. If, too, the Indians had ever passed any
stream as large as this southern fork on their way up the Missouri, they
would have mentioned it; so that their silence seems to prove that this branch
fust be the Missouri. The body of water also which it discharges must have
been acquired from a considerable distance in the mountains, for it could not
have been collected in the parched plains hetween the Yellowstone and the
Rocky mountains, since that country could not supply nourishment for the dry
channels which we passed on the south, and the travels of Mr. Fidler forbid us
to believe that it could have been obtained from the mountains towards the
north-west,

These vbservations, which satisfied our minds completely, we communicated
to the party: bat every one of them were of a contrary opinion; and much of
their belief depended on Crusatte, an cxperienced waterman on the Missouri,
who gave it as his decided judgment, that the north fork was the genuine
Missouri. The men therefore mentioned that althongh they weould most cheer-
folly follow us wherever we should direet, yet they were afraid that the south
fork would soon terminate in the Rocky mountains, and leave us at a great
distance from the Colombia. In order that nothing might be omitted which
could prevent our falling into an ervor, it was agréed that one of us should ascend
the southern branck by land, uniil we reached either the falls or the mountains.
In the meantime in order to liglten onr burdens as much as possible, we deter-
mined to deposit here one of the perioques and all the heavy baggage which we
could ‘possibly spare, as well as some provision, salt, powder, and tools: this
would at once lighten the other boats, and give them the crew which had been
employed on board the periogne.

Monday, 10. 'The weather being fair ané pleasant, we dried all our baggage
and merchandize, =nd made our deposit. 'T'hese holes or caches, as they are
caled-by the Missouri traders, are very common, partieularly amoong those who
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&al with the Sioux, as the skins and merchandize will keep perfectly sound for
years, and are protected from robbery - our cache is built in this manner. Tn
the high plain on the north side of the Missouri, and forty yar ds from a steep
bluff, we chose a dry situation, and then deseribing a small circle of about
twenty kaches diameter, removed the sod as gently and carefully as possible : the
hole is then sunk perpendicularly for a foot deep, or more if the ground be not
firm. Tt is now worked gradually wider as they descend, till at length it be-
comes six or seven feet deep, shaped nearly like a kettle or the lower part of
a large still with the bottom somewhat sunk at the centre.  As the earth is dug
it is handed up in a vessel and carefully lmid ou a skiu or cloth, in which it 1s
earried away, and usually thrown into the river, or concealed so as to leave no
tracc of it. A floor of three or four inches in thickness is then made of dry
sticks, on which is thrown hay or a hide perfectly dry. The goods being well
aired and dried are laid on this floor. and grevented from touching the wall by
other dried sticks, in proportion as the merchandize is stowed away: when the
hole is ncarly full, a sk is laid over the goods, and on this carth is thrown, and
beaten down, until, with the addition of the sod first removed, the whole 1son a
level with the ground, and there remains not the slightest appearance of an exca-
vation. In addition to this, we made another of smaller dumensions, in which
we placed ull the baggage, some powder, and our blacksmnth’s fools, having
previously repaired such of the tools we carry with us as require mendmg. To
guard against accident, we hid two parcels of lead and powder in the two distinct
places. 'The red perioque was drawn up on the middle of a small 1sland at the
entrance of Maria’s river, and secured by being fastened to the trecs from the
effect of any floods. In the evening there was a bigh wind from the south-west,
accompanied with thunder and rain. 'We now made another observation of the
meridian altitude of the sun, and found that the mean latitude of the entrance of
Maria's river, as deduced from three observations, is 47° 25' 17" 2 north. We
saw a small bird like the blue thrush or catbird, which we¢ had not before met,
and also observed that the beemartin or kingbird, is common to this country,
although there are no bees here, and in fact we have not met with the honey-bee
since leaving the Osage river.

Tuesday, 11. This morning captain Lewis with four men set out on their
expedition up the south branch. They soon reached the point where the Tansy
river approaches the Mussouri, and observing a large herd of elk before them,
descended and killed several, which they hung up along the river, so that the
party in the boats iight see them as they came along. They then halted for
dioner: but captain Lewis, who had been for some days aéiicted with the
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dysentery, was ndw attacked with violent pains attended by a high {ever, and
was unable to go on. He therefore encamped for the night under some willow
boughs : having brought no medicine he determined to try an experiment with
the small twigs of the chokecherry, which leing stripped of their leav cswl cut
into pieces about two inches long were boiled in pure water, till they pxoducc(l
a strong black decoction of an astringent bitter taste ; a pint of this he took at
sunset, and repeated the dose an hour afterwards. By ten o’clock he #tas per-
fectly relieved from pain, a gentle perspiration ensued, bis fever abated, and in
the morning he was quite recovered.  One of thc men caught several dozen fish
of two specics ; the first is about nine inches long, of a white colour, rouud m
shape ; the mouth is besct both above and below with a rim of fine sharp teeth,
the eye moderately large, the pupil dark, and the iris narrow, and of a yellowish
brown colour : in form and size it resembles the white chub of the Potomac,
though its head is proportionably swaller ; they readily bite at meat or grass-
hoppers; but the flesh though soft and of 2 fine white colour is not highly
flavoured. 'The second species is precisely of the form and about the size of the
fish known by the name of the hickory shad or old wife, though it differs from
it in having the outer edge of both the upper and lower jaw set with a rim of
teeth, and the tongue and palate also are defended by long sharp teeth bending
inwards, the eye is very large, the iris wide and of a silvery colour ; they do not
inhabit muddy water, and the flavour is much superior to that of the former
species.  Of the first kind we had seci: a few before we reached Maria’s river ;
but had found none of the last before we canght them in the Missouri above its
junction with that river. The white cat continues as high us Maria’s river, but
they arc scarce in this part of the river, nor have we caught any of them since
leaving the Mandans which weighed more than six pounds.

Of other game they saw a great abundance even in their short march of ninc
miles.

Wednesday, 12. This morning captain Lewis left the bank of the river in
order to avoid the steep ravines which generally run from the shore to the
distance of one or two miles in the plain: having reached the open country he
went for twelve miles in a course a little to the west of south-west, when the sun
becoming warm by nine o’clock, he returned to the river in quest of water and
to kill something for breakfast, there being no water in the plain, and the
buffaloe discovering them before they came within gunshot took to flight. They
reached the banks in a handsome open low ground with cottonwood, after
three miles walk. Here they saw two large brown bears, and killed them both at
the first fire, a circumstance which has never before occurred since we have seen
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that animal, Having made a meal of a part and hung the remainder on 2 tree
with a note for Captain Clarke, they again ascended the blufls intg the open
plains. Here they saw great numbers of the burrowing squirrel, also some
wolves; .antelopes, muledeer, and vast herds of buffuloe. 'They soon crossed a
ridge considerably higher than the surrounding plains, and from its top had 2
beautiful view of the Rocky mountains, which are now completely covered with
snow : their general course is from south-east to the north of north-west, and
they seem to consist of several ranges which successivcly rise above each other
till the most distant mingles with the clouds. After travelling twehe miles they
again met the river, where there was a handsome plain of cottonwood ; and
althongh it was not sunset, and they had only come twenty-seven miles, yet
captain Lewis felt weak from his late disorder, and therefore determined to go
no further that night. 1In the course of the day they killed a quantity of game,
and saw some signs of otter as well as beaver, and many tracks of the hrown
bear : they also caught great quantities of the white fish mentioned yesterday.
With the broad-leafed cottonwood, which has forined the principal timber of
the Missouri, is here mixed another species differing from the first only in the
narrowness of its leaf and the greater thickness of its bark. The leaf is long,
oval, acutely pointed, about two and a half or three inches long, and from three
quarters of an inch to an inch i width; it is smooth and thick, sometimes
slightly grooved or channelled with the margin a little serrate, the upper disk of
a common, the lower of a whitish green. This species seems to be preferred
by the beaver to the broad-leaved, probably because the former affords a deeper
and softer bark.

Thursday, 13. They left their encampment at suarise, and ascending the
river hills went for six miles in a course generally south-west, over a country
which though more waving than that of yesterday, may still be censidered
level. At the extremity of this course they overlooked a most beautiful plain,
where were infinitely more buffaloe thag 'we had cver before seen at a single
view. To the south-west arose from the plain two meuntains of a singular
appearance, and more like ramparts of high fortifications than works of nature.
'They are square figures with sides rising perpendienlarly to the height of two
hundred and fifty feet, formed of yellow clay, and tlie tops seemed to be level
plamns.  Finding that the river here bore considerably to the south, and fearful
of passing the falls before reaching the Rocky mountains, they now changed
their course to the south, and leaving these insulated hills to the right, proceeded
across the plain. In this direction captain Lewis had gome about two miles
when his ears were saluted with the agreeable sound of a fall of water, and-as
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leaving this, the Missouri again spreads itself to its nsual width of three hun-
dred yards, though with more than its ordinary repidity.-

The hunters who had been sent out, now returned loaded with buffaloe meat.
and in Lewis encamped for the night under a tree near the falls. The
men were again despatched to hunt for food against the arrival of the party, and
captain Lewis walked down the river to discover if possible some place where
the canoes might be safely drawn on shore, in order to be transported beyoud
the falls. He returned however without discovering any such spot, the river for
three miles below being one continued succession of rapids anc cascades, over-
hung with perpendicular bluffs from one hundred and fifty to two huundred feet
high ; in short, it seems to have worn itself a channel threugh the solid rock.
In the afternoon they caught in the falls some of both kinds of the white fish,
and half a dozen trout from sixteen to tweuty-three inches long, precisely re-
sembling in form and the position of its éms, the mountain or speckled trout of
the United States, except that the specks of the former are of a deep black, while
those of the latter are of a red or gold colour : they have long sharp teeth on
the palate and tongue, and generally a small speck of red on each side behind
the front ventral fins ; the flesh is of a pale yellowish red, ar when in good order
‘of a rose-coloured red.

Friday, 14. 'This morning one of the men was sent 10 captain Clarke with
an account of the discovery of the falls, and after employing the rest in pre-
serving the meat which had becn killed yesterday, captain Lewis proceeded to
examine the rapids above. From the falls he directed his course south-west up
the river: after passing one continued rapid, and three small cascades, each
three or four feet high, he reached, at the distance of five miles, a second fall.
The river is about four hundred yards wide, and for the distance of three hun-
dred throws itself over to the depth of mneteen feet, and so irregularly that he
gave it the name of the Crooked falls. From the sonthern shore it extends ob-
lignely upwards about one hundred and. fifty yards, andithen forms an acute
angle downwards nearly to the commencement of four,small islands close to the
northern side. From the perpendicular pitch to these islands, a distance of more
than one hundred yards, the water glides down a.slopiag.xack with veloeity
almost equal to that of its fall. Abave this fall the river bends syddenly ta the
northward : while vicwing this place.captain Lewis heard 3 loud rear aboye
him, and crossing the point of a hill for a few hundred. yards, J)é;SﬂW ong,of the
most beantiful objects in nature : the whole Missouri js suddenly stopped by one
shelving rock, which, without a single niche, and with an edge as straight and
regular as if forwed by art, stretches itself from one side of thé river ta the.qther



193

for at least & quarter of a mile. Over this it precipitates itself in an even unin.
terrupted sheet to the perpendicular depth of fifty feet, whence dashing against
the rocky bottoin it rashes rapidly down, leaving behind it a spray of the purest
foam across the river. 'The scene which it presented was indeed smgularly
beantiful, since without any of the wild irregular sublimity of the lower falls, it
combined all the regular elegances which the fancy of a painter would select to
form a heautifal waterfall. 'The eye had scarcely been regaled with this charm-
ing prospect; when at the distance of half a mile captain Lewis observed
another of a similar kind : to this he immediately hastened, and foumd a easeade
stretching across the whele river for a quarter of a mile with a descent of
fourteen feet, though the perpendicular pitch was only six feet. This teo in any
other neighbourhood would have been an object of great magnificence, but after
what he had just scen it became of secondary interest : his curiosity being how-
cver awakened, he determined to go on, even should night overtake him, to the
head of the falls. He therefore pursued the south-west course of the river, which
was one constant succession of rapids and small cascades, at every one of which
the bluffs grew lower, or the bed of the river became more on a level with the
plains. At the distance of two and a balf miles he arrived at another cataract
of twenty-six feet. 'The river is here six hundred yards wide, but the descent
is not immediately perpendicular, though the river falls generally with a regular
and smooth sheet ; for about one-third of the descent a rock protrudes to a smail
distance, receives the water in its passage and gives it a carve. On the south
side is a beautiful plain a few feet above the level of the falls; on the north the
ceuntry is more broken, and there is a hill not far from the river. Just below
the falls iy a little island in the middle of the river well covered with timber.
Heve on a eottonwoed tree an eagle had fixed its nest, and seemed the undis-
puted mistress of a spet, te contest whose dominion neither man nor heast wouald
venture across the golfs that sarround it, and which is further secured by the
mist rising from the falls. This solitary bird could not escepe the observation
of the Indiams, who meade the eagle’s nest a part of their description of the falls,
whiclt new preves to be cotreet in almost every particular, except that they did
not de justice to their height. Juast above this is a caseade of about five feet,
beyond which, as far as could be discerned, the velocity of the water seemed to
abate. Captain Lewis how ascended the hill which was behind him, and saw
from its top a delightful plain extending from the river to the base of the Boow
mountaius te the south and south-west. Along this wide level osuniry the
Missouri pursued its winding course, filed with water to is evem and grasey
banks, while #bout four miles absve it was joined by o large river Aowine from
€c
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_the north-west through a valley three miles in width, and distinguished by the
.timber which adorned its shores ; the Missouri 1tself stretches to the south in one
unroflled stream of water as if unconscious of the roughuess i1t must soon en-
counter, and bearing on its bosem vast flocks of geese, while numerous herds of
buffalod-are feeding on the plains which surround it.

Captain Lewis then descended the hills, and directed his coursé towards the
river fglling in from the west, He soon met a herd of at least a thousand
buffaloe, and being desirous of providing for supper shot one of them; the
animal immediately began to blced, and captain Lewis, who bud forgotten to
reload his rifle, was intently watching to see bim fall, when he beheld a large
brown bear who was stealing on him unperceived, and was already within
twenty steps. In the first moment of surprise he lifted his rifle, but remember-
ing instantly that it was not charged, and that he had not time to reload, he fclt
that there was no safety but in flight. Ttavas in the open level plain, not a bush
xor a tree within three hundred yards, the bank of the river sloping and not
more than three feet high, so that there was no possible mode of concealment ;
captain Lewis therefore thought of retreating in a quick walk as fast as the
bear advanced towards the nearest tree; but as soon as he turned the bear ran
open mouth and at full speed upon him. Captain Lewis ran about eighty yards,
but finding that the animal gained on him fast, it flashed on his mind thut by
getting into the water to such a depth that the bear would be obliged to attack
him swimming, there was still some chance of his life; he therefore turned
short, plunged into the river about waist deep, and facing about presented the
point of his espontoon. 'The bear arrived at the water’s edge within twenty
feet of him, but as soon as he put himself in this posture of defence, he seemed
frightened, and wheeling about, retreated with as much precipitation'as he had
pursued. Very glad to be released from this danger, cuptain Lewis returned
1o the shore, and observed him run with great speed, sometimes looking back as
if he expected to be pursued, till he reached the woods. He could not eonceive
the cause of the sudden slarm of the bear, but congratulating himself on his
escape when he saw his own track torn to pieces by the furicus animal, and
learnt from the whole adventure never to suffer his rifle to be a moment un-
doaded. He now resumed his progress in the direction which the bear had
taken towards the western river, and found it a handsome steeam about two
hundred yards wide, apparently deep, with a gentle .current ;. itsiwraters clear,
and its banks, which were formed principally of dark brown and blue elay, are
about the same height as those of the Missouri, that is from three to five feet.
What was singular was that the river does net sesm te overflow its banks-at
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nny season, while it might be presumed from its vicinily to the mountains; that
the torrents arising fromn the melting of the snows, wonld sometimes canse it to
swell beyond its limits. The contrary fact would induce a belief that the Rocky
mountains yield their snows very reluctantly and equably to the sun, and arc
not often drenched by very heavy rains. This river is no doubt that which the
Indians call Medicine river, which they mentioned as emptying into the
Missouri, just above the falls.  After examining Medicine river, captain Lewis
set out at half after six o’clock in the evening on his return towards the camp,
which he estimated at the distance of twelve miles. In going through the low
grounds on Medicine river he met an animal which at a distance he thought
was a wolf, but on coming within sixty paces, it proved to be some brownish
vellow animal standing near its barow, which, whea he came unigh, crouched
and scemed as if about to spring on him.  Captain Lewis fired and the beast
disappeared in its burrow. ¥From the track and the general appearance of the
animal he supposed it to be of the tiger kind. He then went on, but as if the
beasts of the forests had conspired against him, threc buffaloe bulls which were
feeding with a large herd at the distance of half a mile, left their companions
and ran at full speed towards him. He turned ronnd, and unwilling to give up
the field advanced towards them: when they came within a hundred yards,
they stopped, looked at him for some time; and then retreated as they came.
He now pursued his route in the dark, reflecting on the strange adventures and
sights of the day which crowded on his mind so rapidly that he should have
been inclined to believe it all enchantmeni if the thorns of the prickly pear
piercing his feet did not dispel at every moment the illusion. He at last
reached the party, who had been very anxious for his safety, and who had al-
ready decided on the route which each should take in the morning to look for
him. Being much fatigued he supped and slept well during the night.
Saturday, 15. The men were again sent out to bring in the game killed
yesterday, and to procure more : they also obtained a number of fine trout and
several small catfish weighing about four pounds, and differing fromn the white
catfish dower down the Missouri. On awaking this moraing captain Lewis
found a large rattlesnake coiled on the trunk of a tree under which he had been
sleeping. Me killed.it, and fonnd it like those we had seen before, differing
from those.of the Atlantic states, not in its colours but in the form -and arrange-
mwent of them ; it had one hundred. and seventy-six scuta on the .abdomen, and
seventeen half-formed scuta on the tail. There was a heavy dew onsthe grass
about the camp every morning, which no doubt proceeds from the. mist of the
folls, as it takes place. nowhere in the plains nor on the river .except here.
cc?2
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The messenger sent to captain Clarke peturned with infermition of his hiving
arrived five miles below at a rapid, which be did not think it pradent to asocend,
and would wait till captain Lewis and his party zejoined him,

On Tuesday 11th, the day when captsin Lewis left us, we remained at the
entrancd of Maria's river, and ocompleted the deposits of all the articles with
which we could disperse. 'Fke moraing had been fair, with a high wind from
the south-west, which shifted in the evening 1o morth-west, when the weather be-
came oold and the wind high. . The next morning, -

Wednesday, 12, we left our encampment with & fair day !md a south-west
wind. The river was now so crowded with islands, that within the distance
of ten miles and a half we passed eleven of different dimensions before reaching a
high black bluffin a bend on the left, where we saw a great number of swallows.
Within one mile and a half further we passed four small islands, two on each
side, and at fifteen miles from our encampment reached a spring which the men
called Grog spring: it is on the northern shore, and at the point where Tansy
river approaches within onc hundred yards of the Missouri. From this place
we proceeded three miles to a low bluff on the vorth opposite to an island, and
speat the night in an old Indian encampment. The bluffs wnder which we
passed were composed of a blackish clay and coal for about eighty feet, above
which for thirty or forty feet is a brownish vellow earth. The river is very
rapid, and obstructed by bars of gravel and stone of different shapes and
siges, so that three of our canoes were in great danger in the course of the
day. We had a few drops of rain about two o’clock i the afternoen. The
only animals we killed were elk and deer ; but we saw great numbers of ratthe-
smakes.

Thursday, 13. The morning was fair and there was some dew on the
ground. After passing two islands, we reached at the distance of u mile and 1
balf & mnall rapid stream fifty yards wide, emptying itself’ on the sonth, rising
is & mountain to the south-east about twelve or fifteen mides distant, and at thi
time covered with snow. As it is the chaunel for the melted smow of thai
mountain, we called it Snow river : opposite to its entramce 38 anether island:
at.one mile and three quarters is a black bluff of slate en the.south ; nine miles
beyoud which, after passing ten istands, we came to on thesouthern share nest
an old Indisn fortified camp, opposite the lower point.of au islaad, having mad
tnrteen miles. The mumber of islands eud shoals, the rapidity of the river
aid-the quantity of large stones, rendeved the nawigation very -disagrecable
along the banks we distinguish severad low. bluffs or-cliffs of siate. . Fhore. wew
#reat numbers of geese and goslings; the geese not being able to fly at thu
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scason. Gooseberries are ripe and in great abundauce; the yellow eurrant is’
also common, but not yet ripe. Qur game consisted of bufiuloe and goats.

Friday, 14. Again the day is fine. We made two miles to a small island
in the southern bend, after passing several bad rapids. 'he current becomes
indced swifter as we ascend, and the canoes frequently receive water as we drag
them with difficulty along. At the distance of six iniles we reached captain
Clarke’s camp on the fourth, which is on the north side and -opposite toa large
gravelly bar. Here the man sent by captain Lewis joined us with the pleasing
intelligence that he had discovered the falls, and was convineed that the course
we were pursuing was that of the true Missouri. At a mile and a half we
reached the upper point of an island, three quarters of a mile beyond whick we
encamped on the south, after making only ten and a quarter miles. Along the
river was but little timber, but much hard slate in the blufls.

Saturday, 15. - The morning being warm and fair we set out at the usual
hour, but proceeded with great difficulty in consequence of the increased rapi-
dity of the current. 'The channel is constantly obstructed by rocks and danger-
ous rapids. During the whole progress the men are in the water hauling the
canoes, and walking on sharp rocks and round stones which cut their feet or
cause them to fall. The rattlesnakes too are so numerous that the men are
coustantly on their guard against being bitten by them ; yet they bear the
fatigues with the most undinminished cheerfulness. We hear the roar of the
falls very distinctly this morning., At three and three quarter miles we came to
a rock in a bend to the south, resembling a tower. At six and three quarter
males we reached a large creek on the south, which after one of our men we
called Shields’s creek. It is rapid in its course, about thirty yards wide, and on
ending a person five miles up 1t proved to have a fall of fifteen feet, and some
tumber on ifs Jow ground. Above this river the bluffs of the Missour: are of red
earth mixed with strata of black stone ; below it we passed some white clay m
the; banks which mizes with water in every respect like flour. At three and
thige quaster miles we reached a point en the north opposite an island and a
blyff; and eue mile amd a qoarter further, after passing some red bluffs, came
to ou the morth ssde, having made twelve miles. Here we found a rapid so
difficult that we did net think proper to attemipt the passage thiy eveniug, end.
therefore nent to Cuptain Lewis to apprise him of our arrival, We saw a num-.
ber of goese, ducks, crows, and:blackbirds to-day, the two former: with theip!
young. [Fhe river rose a littie this evening, but the timber is:still- 50 scarce thak
we could-adt prosure enongh forous use dusing the night.
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Sunday, June 16, Some rain fell last night, and this morning the weather
was cloudy and the wind high from the south-west. e passed the rapid by
doubly manuing the perioque and canocs, und halted at the distance of a mile
and a quarter, to examinc the rapids above, which we found to be a conti-
nued succession of cascades as far as the siew extended, wlhich was about two
miles.  About a mule above where we halted was a large creek falling i on
the south, opposite to which 15 a large sulphur spring falling over the rocks
on the north: captain Lewis arrived at two from the falls, about five miles
above us, and after consulting upon the subject of the portage, we crossed the
river and formed a camp on the north, having come thrce quarters of a mile
to-day. I'rom our own observation we had deemed the south side to be the
most favourable for a portage, but two meu sent out for the purposc of
examining it, reported that the creek and the ravines intersected the plain
s0 decply that it was 1mpossible to cross it. Captain Clarke therefore resolved
to examine more minulely what was the best voute: the four canoes were un-
loaded at the camp, and then sent across the river, where by means of strong
cords they were hauled over the first rapid, whence they wmay be casily drawn
into the crcek.  Finding too, that the portage would be at all events too long
to enable us to carry the boats on our shoulders, six men were set to work
to make wheels for carriages to transport them. Nince leaving Maria’s rives
the wife of Chaboneau, our interpreter, has been dangerously ill, but she now
found great relief irom the mineral water of the sulphur spring. 1t is situated
about two hundred yards from the Missouri, into which it empties over a prect-
pice of rock, about twenty-five feet high. The water is perfectly transparent,
strongly impregnated with sulphur, and we suspect iron also, as the colour of
the hills and bluffs in the neighbourhood indicates the presence of that metal.
In short the water, to all appearance, is precisely similar to that of Bowyer's
sulphur spring in Virginia.

Monday, 17. Captain Clarke set out with five men to explore the country;
the rest were employed 1n hanting, making wheels, and in drawng the five
canoes, and ull the baggage up the creek, which we now called Portage creek:
from this creek there is a gradual ascent to the top of the high plain, while the
bluffs of the creek lower down and of the Missouri, both above and below its
entrance, were so steep as to have rendered it almost impracticable to drag ‘them
up from the Missouri, We found great difficulty and some danger in even
ascending the creek thus far, in consequence of the rapidsand rocks of the chan-
nel of the creek, which just above where we brought the ganoes has a.fall.of
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five feet, and high and steep bluffs beyond it: we were very fortunate in finding
just below Portage creek, a cottonwood trec about twenty-two inches in diawetr,
and large enough to make the carriage whecls : it was perhaps the only one of
the same size within twenty miles; and the cottonwood, which we are pbliged
to employ in the other parts of the work, is extremely soft and britile. The
mast of the white perioque, which we mean to leave behind, supplied us with two
axletrees.  There are vast quantities of buffaloe feeding in the plains of water-
me in-the river, which is also strewed with the floating carcases and limb. of
these animals.  They go in large herds to water about the falls, and as all the
passages to the river near that place are narrow and steep, the foremost are
pressed into the river by the impatience of those behind. In this way we have
scen ten or a dozen disappear over the falls in a few minutes. They afford
excellent food for the wolves, bears, and birds of prey; and this circumstance
may account for the reluctance of the bears to vield their dominion over the
neighbourhood.

Tuesday, 18. The perioque was drawn up a little below our camp, and
secured in a thick copse of willow bushes. We now began to form a cache or
place of deposit, and to dry our goods and other articles which required
inspection. The waggons too are complcted. Our hunters brought us ten
deer, and we shot two ouat of a herd of buffaloe that came to water at the sulphar
spring. There is a species of gooseberry growing abundantly among the rocks
on the sides of the cliffs: it is now ripe, of a pale red colour, about the size of
the common gooseberry, and like 1t is an ovate pericarp of soft pulp, enveloping
a number of small whitish-coloured sceds, and consisting of a ycllowish slimy
mucilaginous substance, with a sweet taste; the surface of the berry is covered
with a glutinous adhesive matter, and its fruit, thourh ripe, retains its withercd
oorolla. 'The shrub itself seldom rises more than two feet high, is much branched,
and haspo thorns. The leaves resemble those of the common gooseberry, except
in being smnller, and the berry is supported by scparate peduncles, or footstalks,
half an inch long. 'Thexre are also immense quantities of grasshoppers of a brown
colour in thie plains; and they no doubt contribute to the lowness of the grass,
which is not- generally more than three inches high, though it is sofi, narrow-
leafed, and affordr a fire pastare for the buffaloe.

Wednesday, 10. The wind bléw violently to-day, as it did yesterday, and
as it does frequently in this open country, where there is not a tree to break
or eppose its force. Some men were sent for the meat killed yesterday, whick
fortunately had not been discovered by the wolves. Another party went to
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Medicine river in quest of elk, which we hope may be iuduced to resort there,
from there being more wood in that neighbourhood than on the Missouri. All
the rest were occupied in packing the baggage and mending their moceasias, in
order to prepare for the portage. We caught a number of the white fish, but
mo catfish or trout. Our poor Indian woman, who had recovered so far as to
walk out,.improdently ate a quantity of the white apple, which with some dried
fish, octasioned a return of her fever.

The meridian altitude of the sun’s lower limb, as observed with octant by
back observation, was 53° 15, giving as the latitude of our camp 47° 8’ 5976,

Thursday, 20. As we were desirous of getting meat enough to last us during
the portage, so that the men might not be diverted from their labour to look for
food, we sent out fonr hunters to-day: they killed eleven buffuloe. 'This was
indeed an easy labour, for there are vast herds coming constantly to the opposite
bank of the river to water; they seem als&to make muchuse of the mineral water of
the sulphur spring, but whether from choice, or because it is more convenient than
the river, we cannot determine, as they sometimes pass near the spring and go
on to the river. Besides this spring, brackish water, or that of a dark colour
impregnated with mincral salts, such as we have frequently met on the Missours,
may be found in small quantities in some of the steep ravines on the north side
of the river, opposite to us and the falls.

Captain Clarke returned this eveuning, haviny examined the whole course of
the river, and fixed the route most practicable for the portage. The first day,
17th, he was occupied in measuring the heights and distances along the banks of
the river, and slept near a ravine at the foot of the crooked falls, having very
narrowly escaped falling into the river, where he would have perished inevitably,
in descending the cliffs near the grand cataract. 'The next day, 18th, he con-
tinued the same occupation, and arrived in the afternoon at the junction of
Medicine and Missouci rivers; up the latter he ascended and passed, at the
distance of a mile an island and a little timber, in an eastwardly bend of the
river. One mile beyond this he came to the lower point of alarge island ; another
small island n the middle of the river, and one near the left shore, at the distance
of three miles, opposite to the head of which he encamped, near the mouth of a
creek which appeared to rise in the South mountsin. These three islands are
opposite to each other, and we gave them the name of the Whitebear islands,
from observing some of those animals on them. He killed a beaver, an elk, and
eight buffaloe. One of the men who was sent a short distance from the camp,
to bring home some meat, was attacked by a white bear, pod closely pursued

1
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within forty paces of the camp, and narrowly escaped being caught. Captain
Clarke immediately went with three men #n quest of the bear, which he was
afraid might surprise another of the bunters, who was out collecting the game.
The bear was however too quick, for before captain Clarke could reach the man,
the bear had attacked him and coempelled him to take refuge in the water. He

now ran off as they approached, and it being late they deferred pursuing him
till the next morning. '

P



202

CHAP. XI.

DESCRIPTION AND ROMANTIC APPEARANCE OF THE MISSOURI AT THE JUNCTION OF THE
MEDICINE RIVER~~THE DIFFICULTY OF TRANSPGRTING THE BAGGAGE AT THE FALLS
~—THE PARTY EMPLOYLD IN THE (‘ONSTRU“CTI()N OF A BOAT OF SKINS—THE EMBAR-
RASSMENTS TAEY HAD TO ENCOUNTER FOR WANT OF PROPER MATERIALS—DURING
THE WORK THE PARTY MUCH TROURLED BY WHITE REARS--VIOLENT HAlL STORM,
AND PROVIDENTIAL ESCAPE OF CAPTAIN CLARKE AND HIS PARTY-—DESCRIPTIQON OF
A REMARKABLE FOUNTAIN-—-SINGULAR EXPLOSION HEARD FROM THE BLACK MOUN-
TAINS—THE BOAT FOUND TO BE INSUFFICIENT, AND THE SERIOUS DISAPPOINTMENT

OF THE PARTY—CAPTAIN CLARKE UNDERTAKES TO REPAIR THE DAMAGE BY

BUILDING CANOES, AND ACCOMPILISHES THE TASE.

ON the 19th captain Clarke not being able to find the bear mentioned in the
last chapter, spent the day in examining the country, both above and below the
Whitebear islands, and concluded that the place of his encampment would
be the best point for the extremity of the portage. The men were therefore
occupied in drying the meat to be left here. Immense numbers of buffaloe are
every-where found, and they saw a summer duck which is now sitting.

'The next morning, 20th, he crossed the level plain, fixed stakes to mark the
route of the portage, till he passed alarge ravine, which would oblige us to make
the portage farther from the river: after this, there being no other obstacle, he went
to the river where he had first struck it, and took its courses and distances down
to the camp. From the draught and survey of captain Clarke, we had now a
clear and connected view of the falls, cascades, and rapids of the Missouri.

This river is three hundred yards wide at the point where it receives the
waters of Medicine river, which is one hundred and thirty-seven iards in width,
The united current continugs three hundred and twenty-eight poles to a small
rapid on the north side, from which it gradually widens to one thousand four
hundred yards, and at the distance of five hundred and forty-ei%ht poles reaches
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the head of the rapids, narrowing as it approaches them. Here the lills on the
north, which had withdrawn from the bank, closely border the river, which, for
the space of three hundred and twenty poles, makes its way over the rocks with
a descent of thirty feet: in this course the current is contracted to five hundred
and eighty yards, and after throwing itself over a small pitch of five feet, forms
a beautiful cascade of twenty-six feet five inches; this does not however fall
immediately perpendicular, being stopped by a part of the rock which projects
at about one-third of the distance. After descending this fall, and passing the
cottonwood island on which the eagle has fixed its nest, the river goes on for five
hundred and thirty-two poles over rapids and little fall§ the estimated descent
of which is thirteen feet six inches till it is joined by a large fountain boiliug up
underneath the rocks near the edge of the river, into which it falls with a cascade
of cight feet. 1Tt is of the most perfect clearness and rather of a bluish cast: and
even after falting into the Missonri it preserves its colour for half a mile. From
this fountain the river descends with mcreased rapidity for the distance of two
bundred and fourteen poles, during which the estimated descent is five feet :
from this for a distance of one hundred and thirty-five poles, the river descends
fourteen feet seven, inches including a perpendicular fall of six feet seven inches.
The river has now become pressed into a space of four hundred and seventy-
three yards, and here forms a grand cataract by falling over a plain rock the
whole distance across the river to the depth of forty-seven feet eight inches:
after recovering itself the Missouri then proceeds with an estimated descent of
three fect, till at the distance of one hundred and two poles it again is precipitated
down the Crooked falls of nineteen feet perpendicular ; helow this at the mouth
of a deep ravine is a fall of five feet, after which for the distance of nine
hundred and seventy poles the descent is much more gradual, not bemng more
than ten feet, and then succeeds a handsome level plain for the space of one
hundred and seventy-eight poles with u computed descent of three feet, making
a bend towards the north. Thence it descends during four hundred and eighty
poles, about eighteen fect and a half, when it makes a perpendicular fall of two
feet, whih is ninety poles beyond the great cataract, in approaching which it
descends thirteen feet within two hundred yards, and gathering strength from its
confined channel, which is only two hundred and eighty yards wide, rushes over
the fall to the depih of eighty-seven feet and three quarters of an inch. After
raging among the rocks and losing itself in foam, it is compressed immediately
180 & bed of ninety-three yards in width: it continues for three hundred and
forty peles.to.the entrance of a run or deep ravine where there is a fall of three
feet, which,.joined to the decline of the river during that course, makes the
DD?2
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desceirt six feet. As 1t goes on, the descent within the next two hundred ead
forty poles is only four feet: from this passing a run or deep ravine the descent
for four hundred poles is thirteen feet ; within two hundred and forty poles a
second descént of cighteen feet ; thence one huadred and sixty poles a descent of
six feet § after which to the mouth of Portage creck, a distance of two hundred
and eighty poles, the descent is ten fect. From this survey and estunate i
results that the river experiences a descent of throe hundred and fifty-two feet
w0 the coursc of two and three quarter miles, from the commencement of the
rapids to the mouth of Portage creek, exclusive of almost impassable rapids
which extend for a milesbelow its entrance.

The latitude of our camp below the entrance of Portage creek, was found to
be 47° 7' 10" 3, as deduced from a meridian altitude of the san’s lower limb
taken with octant by back observation giving 53° 1V,

Friday, June 21. Having mude the necessary preparations for continuing
our route, a part of the baggage was carried across the ereek into the high plain,
three miles in advance and placed on one of the carriages with truck wheels :
the rest of the party was emploved in drying meat and dressing elk skins. We
killed several muledeer and an elk, and observed as usual vast quautities of
buffaloe who came to drink at the rviver. For the first time on the Misscuri we
have seen near the falls a species of tishing duck, the body of which is brown
and white, the wings white, and the head and upper part of the neck of a brick
red, with a narrow beak, which scems to be of the same kind common in the
Susquehanna, Potormac and James’ river. The little woed which this neighbour-
hood affords consists of the broad and narrowdeafed cottonwood, the box alder,
the narrow and broad-leafed willow, the large or sweet willow, which was not
common below Maria’s river, but which here attuins the same size and has the
samwe appearance as in the Atlantic states. 'The undergroewth consists of roses,
gooseberries, currants, smail honeysuckles, and the redwood, the inner part of
which the emguges or watermen are fond of smoking when mixed with to-
bacco.

Saturday, 22. We now set out to pass the Pertage und halted for dinner at
eight miles distance near a little stream. 'The axletrees of our carriage, which
had been made of an old mast, aud the cottonwood tongues, broke before we came
there : but we renewed them with the timber of the sweet willpw, which lasted
till within half & mile of our intended camp, when the tongues gave way and
we were obliged 1o take as much baggage as we could carry on eur backs down
to the river, where we formed an encampwment in a small grove of timber epposite
to the Whitchear islands, Here the banks on both sides of the river are hand-

1
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some, level, and exteusive ; that near our camp is not more than two fect above
the surface of the water. The river is about cight hundred yards wide just
above these islands, ten feet deep in most places, and with a very gentle cur-
rent. 'The plains however on this part of the river are not so fertile as those
from the mouth of the Muscleshell and thence downwards ; there is much more
stone on the sides of the hills and on the broken lands than is to be found lower
down. We saw in the plains vast quantitics of buffaloe, a number of small
birds, and the large brown curlew, which is now sitting, and lays its eggs, which
are of a pale blue with black specks, on the ground without any nest. 'There is
also a species of lark much resembling the bird called the oldfield lark, with a
yellow breast and a black spot on the croup; though it differs from the latter in
having its tail formed of feathers of an unequal length and pointed ; the beak
too is somewhat longer and mwore curved, and the note differs considerably. The
prickly pear annoyed us very much to-day by sticking through our moccasins.
As soon as we bad kindled our fires we examined the meat which captain
Clarke had left here, but found that the greater part of it had been taken by the
wolves.

Sunday, 23. After we had brought up the canoe and baggage captain
Clarke went down to the camp at Portage creek, where four of the men had
been left with the Indian woman. Captain Lewis during the morning prepared
the camp, and in the afteraoon went down in a canoe to Medicine river to look
after the three men who had been sent thither to hunt on the 19th, and from
whom nothing had as yet been heard. He went up the river about half a mile
and then walked along on the right bank, hollooing as he went, till at the
distance of five mides he found one of them who had fixed his camp on the
opposite bank, where he had killed seven deer and dried about six hundred
pounds of buffaloe meat, but had killed no elk, the animal chiefly wanted.
He knew nothing of his companions except that on the day of their departure
from camp he had left them at the Falls and come on to Medicine river, not
having seen them since. As it was too late to return captain Lewis passed
over en a raft which he mede for the purpose and spent the night at qhan-
non’s camp, and the next morming,

Monday, 24th, sent J. Fields up the viver with orders to go four miles and
return, whether be found the two abseat hunters or not ; then descending the
south-west sile of Medieine river, he crossed the Missouri in the canoc, and sent
Bhannen back to his camp to join Fields and bring the meat which they had
kitled: this they did, and arrived in the evening at the camp on Whitebear
slunds. A part of themenfmm Portage creek also arrived with two canoes
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and baggége. On going down yesterday captain Clarke cat off several angles of
the former route so as to shorten the Portage considerably, and-marked it with
stakes : he arrived there in time to have two of the canoes carried up in the high
plain abput 2 milc in advance. Iere they all repaired their mocessins, and pot
on double soles to protect them from the prickly pear and from the sharp points
of earth which have been formed by the trampling of the buffaloe during the
late rain$ : this of itsclf is sufficient to render the Portage disagreeable to one
who had no burthen; but as the men are loaded as heavily as their stremgth will
permit, the crossing is really painful ; some are limping with the soreness of
their feet, others arc scarcely able to stand for more than a few minutes from
the heat and fatigue : they are all obliged to halt and rest frequently, and at
almost every stopping place they fall and many of them are asleep inan instant
yet no one complains and they go on with great cheerfulness. At their camp
Drewyer and Fields joined them, and white captain Lewis was looking for them
at Medicine river, they returned to report the absence of Shannon about whom
they had been very uneasy. They had killed several buffaloe at the bend of the
Missouri above the Falls: and dried about eight hundred pounds of meat and got
one hundred pounds of tallow : they had also killed some deer, but had seen no
elk. After getting the party in motion with the canoes captsin Clarke returmed
to his camp at Portage creck.

‘We were now occupied in fitting up a boat of kkins, the frame of which bad
been prepared for the purpose at Harper’s ferry. It was made of iron, thirtys
six feet long, four feet and a half in the beam, and twenty-six inches wide in
the bottom. Two men had becn sent this morning for timber to complete it,
but they could find scarcely any even tolerably straight sticks feur and a half
feet long, and as the cottonwood is too soft and brittle we were obliged to use
the willow and hox-alder.

Tuesday, 25. The party returned to the lower camp. Two men were:
sent on the large island to look for timher. J. Figlds was sent up the Missouri
to hunt elk ; b.at he returned about noon and informed us that a few miles above
e saw two white bear near the river, and in attempting to fire at ‘them. eame
suddenly on a third, who being only a few steps off immediately attacked him ;-
that in running to escape from the monster he leaped down a steep bank of: the
river, where falling on a bar of stone he cut his hand and kneg and bent s
gun ; but fortunately for him the bank concealed himefrom his antegonist or-he
would have been most probably lost.” The other‘two returned with o small.
quantity of bark and timber, which was'all they cotild find on;the. island ; but.
ﬂvoy had killed two elk : thesc were valuable, as we were desirous of proouring

-
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the skins of that animal in order to eover the boal, as they are more strong and
durable than.those of the buffaloe, and do not sbrink so much in drying. The
party that went to the lower camp had one canoe and the baggage carried
into the high plain to be ready in the morning, and then all who could make
use of their feet had a dance on the green to the music of a violin. We have
been unsuccessful in our attempt to catch fish; nor does there seem to be any
in.this part of the river. We observe a number of water terrapins. There are
great quantities of young blackbirds in these islands just beginning to fly.
Among the vegetable productions we observe a species of wild rye which 1s now
heading : it rises to the height of eighteen or twenty inches, the beard remark-
ably fine and soft ; the culen is jointed, and in every respect in height it resem-
bles the wild rye. Great quantities of mint too, ke the peppermint, are found

hete. f

The winds are sometimes violent in these plains. The men inform us that
as they were bringing one of the canoes along on truck-wheels, they hoisted the
sail-and the wind carried her along for some distance.

Wednesday, 26. Two men were sent on the opposite side of the river for
bark aad timber, of which they procured some, but by no means enough for our
purposes. The bark of the cottonwood is too soft, and our only dependence is
on the sweet willow, which has a tough strong bark : the two hunters killed
seven buffaloe. A party arrived from below with two canoes and baggage, and
the wind being from the south-east, they had made considerable progress with
the sails. On their arrival one of the men whe had been considerably heated
and fatigued, swallowed a very hearty draught of water, and was immediately
taken ill ; captain Lewis bled him with a penknife, having no other instrument
at- hand, and succeeded in restoring him to health the next day. Captuin
Clarke formed a second cache or deposit near the camp, and placed the swivel
under: the rocks.near the river.. The antelopes are still scattered through the
plains ; the females with their young, which are generally two in number, and
the males by themselves.

‘imrsdey,.27. The party were emplpyed in preparing timber for the boat,
except two who werg sené;to hunt. About one in the afternoon a cloud arose
fronx the south-west and brought with it, violent thunder, lightning, and hail :
soow afber it pussed the hunters came in from about four miles above us. They
had killed: nine elk, and.three:beay. As they were hunting on the river they
saiva low ground eowered with thick, brushwood, where from the tracks along
shave they. theughst, a bear had probably tsken, refuge; they therefore landed,
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‘proved to be the largest we have yet seen, his noise appeared to be like that of
‘u common ox, his fore feet measured nine inches across, and the hind feet were
seven inches wide, and eleven and three quarters long, exclusive of the talons.
~ One of these animals came within thirty yards of the camp last might, and
 earried off some buffaloe meat which we had placed ou a pole. In the evening
after the storm the water on this side of the river became of a deep crimson
colour, ‘probably caused by some stream above washing down a kind of soft ved
‘stone, which we observe in the neighbouring blufis and gullies. At the camp
below, the men who left us in the morning were busy in preparing their load
’..; iii&?i I.’P.rli;.ro
§ v

. Friday, 28. .E-. Eﬁi l-ln.&r.fl}i
.E‘»E&h_* bark to line her, and ‘over these were placed the
ek skins, iisiiigigg - The
- white bear have now become exceedingly troublesome ; they constantly infest
ooy camp daring the night, and though they have not attacked us, as our dog
who patroles all night gives us notice of their approach, yet we are obliged. to
sleep with our arms by our sides for fear of accident, and we cannot send one
man alone to any distance, particularly if he has to pass through brushwoed.
~ We saw two of them to-day on the large island opposite to us, but. as we are.all
50 much ocenpied now, we mean to reserve owselves for some leisure moment,
andl then make & party to drive them llalt? fii-
_.ﬁitis;gi‘a. g

# A iﬁl ‘captain ﬂlfiiulla ial._..!
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"but ¢ould find'no place where they would be secure from being blown inte the
“iriver if the wind should prove as violent as it sometimes does in the plains., . At
kq&h about a quarter of a mh above thaFaLhrhnmﬂ“pdeapm




210

her child, before the net in which it lay at her feet was carried down the cur-
rent. He now relinquished his intention of going up the river and returned to
the camp at Willowran. Here he found that the party sent this morning for
the baggage, had all returned to camp in great confusion, leaving their loads in
the plain. On account of the heat they generally go nearly naked, and with no
covering on their heads. The hail was so large and driven so furiously against
them by*the high wind, that it knocked several of them down: one of them
particularly was thrown on the ground three times, and most of them bleeding
frecly and complained of being much bruised.  Willowran had risen six feet
since the rain, and as the plains were so wet that they could not proceed, they
passed the night at their camp.

At the Whitebear camp also, we had nct been insensible to the hail-storm,
though less exposed. In the morning there had been a heavy shower of rain,
after which it became fair.  After ::!-:signﬁ)g to the men their respective em-
ployments, captain Lewis took one of them and went to see the large fountain
near the Falls. For about six miles he passed through a beautiful level plain,
and then on reaching the break of the viver hills, was overtaken by a gust of
wind from the south-west attended by lichtning, thander, and rain : fearing a
renewal of the scene on the 27th, they took shelter in a little gully where there
were some broad stones with which they meant to protect themselves against
the hail ; but fortunately there was not much, and that of a small size ; so that
thev felt no inconvenience except that of being exposed withont shelter for an
hour, and being drenched by the rain : after it was over they praceeded to the
foantain, which is perhaps the largest in America. 1t is situated in a pleasant
level plain, about twenty-five yards from the river, into which it falls over some
steep irregalar rocks with a sadden ascent of about six feetin one part of its
course. 'The water boils ap from among the rocks and with such force near
the céntre, that the snrface seems higher there than the earth on the wides of the
fountain, which is a handsowe tarf of fine green grass. T'he wuter is extremely
piire, cold and pleasant to the taste, not being impregnated with lime or any
foréign sibstance. Tt is perfectly transparerit and continues its bluish cast for
half a mile down the Missouri, notwithstanding the rapidity of the viver. After
examining it for some time captain Lewis rétorned to the camp.

‘Sunday, 30. In the morning eaptain ‘Clarke sent the men o ‘bring up the
baggage left in the plaiis yesterday. ‘On their vetarn the axletrees and -car-
riages were repaired, and the baggage conveyed on the whoulders of the party
across Willowrtn which had fallen s low as'three feet. The carriages being
then taken over, a Joad of haggiuge was carried ‘to the six-mile stake, deposited
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there, and the carriages brought back. Buch 1s the state of the plains that this
operation consumed the day. T'wo men were sent to the Falls to look for the
articles lost yesterday ; but they found nothing but the compass covered with
inud and sand at the mouth of the ravine ; the place at which captain Clarke
had been caught by the storm, was filled with large rocks. I'he men complain
much of the bruises received yesterday from the hail. A more than usual num-
ber of buffaloe appeared about the camp to-day, and furnished plenty of meat :
captain Clarke thought that at one view he must have seen at least ten thousand.
In the course of the day there was a heavy gust of wind from the south-west,
after which the evening was fair.

At the Whitebear camp we had a heavy dew this morning, which is quite a
remarkable occurrence. The party continues to be occupied with the boat, the
crossbars for which are now finished, and there remain only the strips to com-
plete the wood work : the skins necessary to cover it have already been pre-
pared, and they amount to twenty-eight elk skins and four buffaloe skins, Among
our game were two beaver, which we have had occasion to observe always are
found wherever there is timber. We also killed a large bat or goatsucker, of
which there are many in this neighbourhood, resembling in every respect those
of the same species in the United States. We have not seen the leather-winged
hat for some time, nor are there any of the small goatsucker in this part of the
Missouri.. We have not seen either that species of goatsucker or nighthawk
called the whippoorwill, which 1s commonly confounded in the United States
with the large goatsucker which we observe here; this last prepares no nest,
but lays its eggs in the open plains ; they generally begin ic sit on two eggs,
and we believe raise only one brood in a season: at the present moment they
are just hatching their young.

Monday, July 1. After a severe day's work captain Clarke reached our
camp in the evening, accompanied by his party and all the baggage except that
left at the six-mile stake, for which they were too much fatigued to return.
The route from the lower camp on Portage creek to that near Whitebear
island, having been now measured and examined by captain Clarke was as
follows :

From our camp opposite the last considerable rapid to the entrance of Por-
lage creek south 9° east for three quarters of a mile : thence on a course south
10° east for two miles, though for the canoes the best route is to the left of this
course, and strikes Portage one mile and three quarters from its entrance,
avoiding in this way a very steep hill which lies above Portage creek : from this
south 18° west for four miles, passing the head of a drain or ravine which falls

EE2



212

into the Missouri below the great Falls, and to the Willowrnn which has always
a plentiful supply of good water and some timber: here the course turns to
south 45° west for four miles further; then south 66° west three miles, crossing
at the beginning of the course the head of a drain which falls into the Missouri
at the Crooked Falls, and reaching an elevated point of the plain from which
south 42° west. On approaching the river on this course there is a long and
gentle descent from the high plain, after which the road turns a little to the
right of the course up the river to our camp. The whole Portage is seventeen
and three quarter miles.

At the Whitebear camp we were occupied with the boat and digging a pit
for the purpose of making some tar. The day has been warm, and the mus-
quitoes troublesome. We were fortunate enough to observe equal altitudes of
the sun with sextant, which since our arrival here we have been prevented from
doing, by flving clouds and storms in the evening.

Tuesday, July 2. A shower of rain fell very early this morning, We then
despatched some men for the baggage left behind yesterday, and the rest were
engaged in putting the boat together, This was accomplished in about three
hours, and then we began to sew on the leather over the crosshars of iron on the
inner side of the boat which form the ends of the sections. By two o'clock the
last of the baggage arrived, to the great delight of the party who were anxious
to proceed. 'The musquitoes we find very tronblesome.

Having completed our celestial observations we went over to the large island
to make an attack upon its inhabitants the bears, who have annoyed us very
much of late, and who were prowling about our camp all last night. We
found that the part of the island frequented by the bear forms an almost im-
penetrable thicket of the broad-leafed willow : into this we forced our way in
parties of three ; but could see only one bear, who instantly attacked Drewyer.
KFortanately as he was rushing on the bunter shot him through the heart within
twenty paces, and he fell, which enabled Drewyer to get vut of his way: we
then followed hiim one hundred yards and found that the wound had been mor-
tal. Not being able to discover auy more of these apimals we returned to
camp : here in turning over some of the Laggage we caught a rat somewhat
larger than the common European rat, and of a lighter colour; the body and
outer parts of the legs and head of a light lead colour ; the joner side of the
legs as well as the belly, feet, and ears, are white ;. the ears are not covered with
bair, and are much Jasger than these of the common rat; the toes also are
longer, the eyes black and prominent, the whiskers very long and full ; thqrg;g.ll
rather longer than the body, and covered with fine fur and hair of the same size
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with that on the back, which is very close, short, and silky in 1ts texturc. This
was the first we had met, although its nests are very frequent among the cliffs
of rocks and hollow trees, where we also found large quantities of the shells and
seed of the prickly pear, on which we conclude they chiefly subsist. The mus-
quitoes are uncommonly troublesome. The wind was again high from the
south-west : these winds are in fact always the coldest and most violent which
we experience, and the hypothesis which we have formed on that sshject is,
that the air coming in contact with the Snowy mountains immediately becomes
chilled and condensed, and being thus rendered heavier than the air below 1t
descends into the rarified air below or into the vacuum formed by the constant
action of the sun on the open unsheltered plains. The clouds rise suddenly
near these mountains and distribute their contents partially over the neighbour-
ing plains. The same clond will discharge hail alone in one part, hail and rain
i another, and rain only in a third, and all within the space of a few miles;
while at the same time there is snow falling on the mountains to the south-east
of us. There is at present no snow on those mountains; that which covered
them on our arrival as well as that which has since fallen having disappeared.
'M'he mountains to the north and north-west of us are still entirely covered with
snow, and indeed there has been no perceptible diminution of it since we first
saw them, which induces a belief either that the clouds prevailing at this season
do not reach their summits or that they deposit their snow only. They glisten
with great beauty when the sun shincs on them in a particular direction, and
most probably from this glittering appearance have derived the name of the
Shining mountains.

Wednesday, 3. Nearly the whole party were employed in different labours
connected with the boat, which is now almost completed : but we have not as
vet been able to obtain tar from our kiln, a circumstance that will occasion us
not a little embarrassment. Having been told by the Indians that on leaving
the Falls we should soon pass the buffaloe country, we have Lefore us the prospect
of fasting occasionally ; but in order to provide a supply we sent out the hunters,
who killed only & buffaloe and two antelopes, which added to six beaver and two
otfer have been all our game for two or three days. At ten in the morning we
had a slight shower which searcely wetted the grass.

Thursday, July 4. The boat was now completed, except what was in fact
the most difficult part, the making her seams secure. We had intended to
despatch a canoe with part of our men to the United States early this spring ;
but not having yef szen the Snake Indians, or known whether to ecalculate on
Aheir friendship or enmity, we have decided not to weaken our party, which is

. -



214

alveady scarcely snfficient to vepel any hostility. We were afraid too that such
a measure might dishearten those who remain ; and as we have never suggested
it to them, they are all perfectly and enthusiastically attached to the enterprise,
and wiljing to encounter any danger to ensure its success. We had a heavy
dew this morning.

Since our arrival at the Falls we have repeatedly heard a strange noise coming
from the mountains in a direction a little to the north of west. It is heard at
different periods of the day and night, sometimes when the air is perfeetly still
and without a clond, and consists of one stroke only, or of five or six discharges
in quick succession. 1Tt is loud and resembles precisely the sound of a six pound
piece of ordnance at the distance of three miles. The Minnetarees frequently
mentioned this noise like thunder, which they said the mowntains made ; but
we had paid no aftention to it, believing it to have been some superstition or
perhaps a falsehood. 'T'he watermen also of the party say that the Pawnees and
Ricaras give the same account of a ndise heard in the Black mountains to the
westward of them. The solation of the mystery given by the philesophy of the
watermen is, that it is eccasioned by the bursting of the rich mines of silver
corfined within the hosom of the mountain. An elk and a beaver are all that
were killed to-day : the buffaloe seemed to “have withdrawn from our neigh-
bourhood, though several of the men who went to-day to visit the Falls, forthe
first time, mention that they are still abnndant at that place. We contrived
however to spread not a very sumptuons but a comfortable table in honour of
the day, and in the evening gave the men a drink of spirits, which was the last
of our stock. Some of them appeared sensible to the effects of even so small a
quantity, and as is usual among them on all festivals, the fiddle was produced
and a dance begun, which lasted till nine o'clock, when it was interrapted by
a heavy shower of rain. They continued however their merriment till a
late hour. ' 2

Friday, 5. The boat was brought np into a high situation and fires kindled
under her, in order to dry her more expeditiously. Despairing now of procuring
any tar, we formed a composition of pounded charcoal-with'bees-wax and buffaloe
tallow to supply its place; should this vesonrce fail us it will be very unfortn-
nate, as in every other respect the beat answers our purposes completely.
Although not quite dry she can be carried with ease by five nlen ; her form is
as complete as ‘could be wished ; very strong, and will carry atleasteight thou-
sand pounds with her complement of hands. ‘Besides our want-of tar,we have
been unlucky in sewing the skins with a needle which hﬂrﬁlﬁ) edges mstend
of a point merely, although a large thong was used in ovder to fill'the hole, yet

b



215

it shrinks in drying and leaves the hole open, so that we fear the boat
will leak.

A large herd of buffaloe came near us and we procured three of them :
besides which were killed two wolves and three antelopes. In the course of the
day other herds of buffaloe came near our camp on their way down the river:
these herds move with great method and regularity. Although ten or twelve
herds are seen scattered from each other over a space of many wmiles, vet if
they are undisturbed by pursuit they will be uniformly travelling in the same
direction.

Saturday, 6. Last night there were several showers of rain and hail, attended
with thunder and lightning : and about day-break a heavy storm came on from
the south-west with one continued roar of thunder, and rain and hail. The hail
which was as large as musket balls, covered the ground completely ; and om
collecting some of it it lasted during the day and served to cool the water.
The red and yellow currant is abandant and now ripe, although stil! a little
acid. We have seen in this neighbourhood what we have not met before, a
remarkably small fox which associates in bands and burrows in the prairie, like
the small wolf, but have net yet been able to obtain any of them, as they are
extremely vigilant, and betake themselves on the slightest alarm to their bur-
rows, which are very deep.

Sunday, 7. The weather is warm but cloudy, so that the moisture retained
by the bark after the rain leaves it slowly, though we have small fires con-
stantly under the boat. 'We have no tents, and therefore are obliged to use the
sails to keep off the bad weather. Our buffalee skins too, are scarcely sufficient
to cover our baggage, but the men are now dressing others to replace their present
leather clothing, which seon rets by being so constantly exposed to water. la
the eveming the hunters returned with the skins of only three buffaloe, two aunte-
lope, four deer, and three wolf skins, and reported that the buffaloe had gone
farther down 'the river ; two other hunters who left us this asorning counld find
nothing except -one elk : inaddition tothis we caught a beaver. The musqui-
toes still isturb -us very much, and the blowing-flies swarm in vast numbers
round the boat. At four in the afternoon we had a light shower uf xaiu attended
with some thunder and lightning.

Menflay, 8. In.orfer more fully to replace the notes of the river which he
had Jost, and whi¢h 'he was prevented from supplying by the storm of the
twenty-ninth ult, captain Clarke set out after breakfast, taking with him peaxly
the. whole party. with a view of shooting buffaloe, if there should.be any near
tiie Falls, After getting some distance in the plains the men weredivided into
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squads, and he with two others struck the Missouri at.the entrance of Medicine
river, and thence proceeded down to the great cataract. He found that the
immense herds of buffaloe have entirely disappeared, and he thought had gone
below the Falls. Having made the necessary measurements, he retarned through
the plains and reached camp late in the evening; the whole party had killed
only three buffaloe, three antelopes and a deer ; they had alse shot a smail fox,
and brought a living ground-squirrel somewhat larger than those of the United
States. -

The day was warm and fair, but a slight vain fell in the afternoon.  The
boat having now become sufficiently dry, we gave it a coat of the composition,
which after a proper interval was repeated, and the next morning,

Tuesday 9, she was launched into the water, and swam perfectly well : the
seats were then fixed and the oars fitted ; but after we had loaded ber, as well
as the canoes, and were on the point ofsetting out, a violent wind caused the
‘waves to wet the baggage, so that we ‘were forced to unload them. The wind
- eontinued high till evening, when to our great disappointment we discovered
that nearly all the composition had separated from the skins, and left the seams
perfectly exposed ; so that the boat now leaked very much. 'T'o repaic this
misfortune without pitch is impossible, and as none of that article is to be pro-
cured, we therefore, however reluctautly, are obliged to abandon her, after
having had so much labour in the construction. We now saw that the section
of the boat covered with bufialoe skins on which hair had been left, answered
better than the elk skins and leaked but little ; while that part which was
covered with hair about ene-eighth of an inch, retained the composition per-
fectly, and remained sound and dry. From this we perceived that bad we
employed buffaloe instead of elk skins, and not singed them so closely as we
have done, carefully avoiding to cut the leather in sewing, the boat would have
been sufficient even with the present composition, or had we singed instead
of shaving the elk skins we might have succeeded, Bui we discovered our
error too late: the buffaloe had deserted us, the travelling season was so fast
advancing that we had no time to spare for experiments, and therefore finding
that she could be no longer useful she was sunk in the water, so as to soften the
skins and enable us the more easily to take her to pieces, It now. became
necessary to provide other means for transporting the baggj\gg_whiqﬁ we_ had
intended to stow in her. For this purpose we shall wanttwo canoes, but for
many miles from below the mouth of the Muscleshell river to ;hiqulam,.wéqh}i'e
not seen a single tree fit to be used .in that way. The hun_ters.howeygr wgm_hp.d
hitherto been sent after timber, mention. that, there is a low ground om the
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opposite side of ‘the river, about eight miles ubove us by land, and more than
twice that distance by water, in which we may probably find trees large enough
for our purposes. Captain Clarke therefore determined to set out by land for
that place with ten of the best workmen who would be occupied in building the
canoedtill the rest of the party, after taking the hoat to pieces and making the
necessary deposits, should transport the baggage and join them with the other
six canoes, o ¥

Wednesday, 10. He accordingly passed over to the opposite side of the
river with his party, and proceeded on eight miles by land, the distance by
water being twenty-three and three quarter miles. Here he found two cotton-
wood trees, but on cutting them down, one proved to be hollow, split at the top
in falling, and both were much damaged at the bottom. He searched the
neighbounrhood, but could find none which would suit better, and therefore was
obliged to make use of those which he had felled, shortening them in order to
avoid the cracks, and supplying the deficiency by making them as wide as
possible. They were equally at a loss for wood of which they might make
handles for their axes, the eyes of which not being round, they were obliged to
split the timber in such a manner that thirteen of the handles hroke in the course
of the day, though made of the best wood they could find for the purpose,
which was the chokecherry.

The rest of the party took the frame of the boat to pieces, deposited it ina
cache or hole, with a dranght of the eountry from fort Mandan to this place,
and also some other papers and small articles of less importance. After this
we amused ourselves with fishing, and although we had thought on our arrival
that there were none in this part of the river, we caught some of a species of
white chub below the Falls, but few in number, and small in size.

Sergeant Ordway with four eanoes and eight men had set sail in the morning,
with part of the baggage to the place where captain Clarke had fixed his camp,
but the wind was so high that he only reached within three miles of that place,
and encamped for the night.

“Tharsday, July 11, In the morning one of the canoes joined eaptain
Clarke : the other three having on board more valuable articles, which would
have been injured by the water, went on more cautiously, and did not reach the
camp till the evening. '‘Captain Clarke then had the canoes unloaded and sent
back, but the high wind prevented their floating down nearer than about

“eight miles above us. "His party were busily engaged with the canoes, and their

hunters supplied them with three fat deer and a buffalee, in addition to two

“deer and an' antelope killed yesterday. 'The few men who were with eaptin
FF
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Lewis mqeapccnpwd»m bunting;, but. with not mueh suceess, -having killed only
one, buffaloe.  They heard about sunset two discharges of the  tremendons;
mountain nmllery they also saw several very large gray eagles, much larger
than those, of the United States, and most probably a distinct species, though the
bg.Ld, eagle of this country is not.quite so large as that of the United#Stases..
The men have been much afflicted with painfol whitlows, and one of them
disabled from workiug by this complaint in his hand. i v
_Eriday, 12; .In consequence of the wind the canoes did not reach the lower
camp.till late in the afternoon, before which time captain Lewis sent all the men
he could spare upthe river 1o assist.in building the boats, and the day. was..tod’
far advanced to, reload and send them up before morning. . The musquitoes are
very. troublesome, and they have a companion not less so, a large black gnat:
which daes; mot. sting, but attacks the eyes in swarms.. The party with captain
Clarke jare employed on the canoes : in the course of the.work sergeant Pryor
d}ﬂpqa‘ted, his shoulder yesterday, but it was replaced immediately, and though
pamful,does not, threaten much: injory. The hunters brought in three deer
agﬂ,,.#;wo otter. .. This Jast animal has been.numerous since the water has
become, sufficiently clear for them to take fish. - The blue-crested fisher, or as:
lt,,w_.somqnmes called, the king-fisher, is an inhabitant. of this part of  the
nger, it is a bird rare on the Missouri; indeed we had not seen more than
three or, four of them from its entrance to Maria's river, and.even-those did net:
seem. to reside on the Missouri, but on some of (he clearer streams which empty
into it, as they were seen near the mouths of ithose streams, . - /. o 19 oo
. Saturday, 13. . The moming being faix and calm, captein Lewis-had alV
the remaiming baggage embarked on board the six canoes, which sailed with: .
two men in each for the upper camp. 'Bhen with a sick, wman and m\l
woman, he left the encampment, and crossing over the river. went.on by land,
to_join captain Clarke. . From the head of the Whitebeap islands he qrocegded.
in a south-west direction, at the distance of three miles, till he struck the Missouri,,
which he then followed till he reached.the place, where all the iparty, were
oceupied in boat-building. On his way he passed a yery darge Indinnlodge;
which was probably designed as a great coungil-house, but,it differs in.itsiconsi
struction from all that we have seen lower, down, the, Missouri,ov elsewhere.,
The form of it, was a circle two hundred and sixteen fect in cireumference, ot
the base, and composed of sixtecn large.cottonwood poles ahout, ifty. feet long,.
and at their thicker ends, which touched the ground, about the size of a,man’s,
body : they were distributed at equal distances, except that.onesvas. omitted: to.
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poles bonverged towards the centre where they were united and secured by large
withes of willow brush. « There was no covering over this fabric, in the centre
of - which were the remains of a large fire, and round it the -marks of about
eighty leathern lodges. 'He also saw a number of turtledoves, and some pigeons,
ofswhiehi he shot oné differing in no respect from the wild pigeon of the United
States. - The dountry” exhibits its usual appearances, the timber confined to the
river, the country on both sides as far as the eye ean reach being entirely des-
titute of 'trees or brash. - In the low ground in which' we are building the
canoes, the timber is larger and more abundant than we have seen it on the
Missouri forseveral hundred miles.  The soil too is good, 'for the grass and
weeds reach about two feet high, being the tallest we have observed this season,
though on ‘the “high plains and prairies the grass is at no season above three
itichies in height. . Among ‘these weeds are the sandrash, and neftle in small’
quantities; the plains are still infested by  great numbers of the ‘small ‘birds’
already mientioned, among’ whom is ‘the brown curlew. The current of the
river is here extremely ‘gentle; the buffaloe have not yet quite gone, for' the
hunters brought in three'in very good order. It requires some diligence to supply
us plentifully, for as we reserve our parched meal for the Rocky mountains,
where we do not expect to find much game, our principal article of food is ‘meat,
and' the: consumption of the whole thirty-two persons belonging to the' party,’
amounts to four ‘deer; an elk and ‘a ‘deer, or ‘one’ buffaloe every twenty-four
howrs. The musquitoes and gnats'persecute us as violently as below, so that ‘we
can get no sleep unléss defended by 'biers, with which we are all provided.
We ‘here found several pltmts !utlm-to unknown o us, and of’ whxch we pre-
- served specimens. 00 -

"Sergeant Ordway' proceeded with the six canoes five miles up the'river, but the'
wind becoming so' high ‘as'to wet the bagg'age he was obliged to unload and
dry'it; Phe’ witid “abated 4t 'five o'clock ‘in the evening, when he agam pi'o-
ceeded eight miles 'and encamped.  The next mbrﬂmg, g

o Sunday; July 14; he’joined usabout noon. ' On leaving the Whitebear camp
he spassed at‘a shert distance a little créek or ron coming in on the left. © This
hadbeen ‘already 'examined and’ealled Flattery run ; it contains back water,
oulyy! with' very ‘extensive low grounds, which rising into large plains reach the-
wiountaing on the easty” then passed a willow istand on the left within one mile
* and®a 'Nalf) 'and’'vésched two miles’ furtlier a’ cliff of rocks in’ a bend on’ the’
- sameside. © Tnthelcotirs'of ahivther miléand o halfhe passed two islands covered
with eottonwood, box-alder, sweetiwillow, and the usual undergrowth; Tike that’
of ‘the Whitébear islands.’ At thirteén and three qmmmuehumé 1o’ the’
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mouth ¢ of a small creek on the left; within the following nine miles he passed
Whmbered:ﬂands andaﬁermuhngtwmty-&mauduqm miles from
the lower camp, amvedatthepmntofwoodhndmthemrthwhaeﬂnm
were constructed.

'-, The day was fair and warm ; the men worked very mduatnm\nly. and were
enabled by the evening to lmch the boats, which now want only seats and oars
to be complete. One of them is twenty-five, the other thirty-three feet in length
and three feet wide. Captain Lewis walked out between three and four miles
over the rocky bluffs to a high situation; : two miles from the river, a little below
Fort *Mountmn creck. The country which he saw was in most parts level, but
oceasionally became varied by gentle rises and descents, but with no timber
except along the water. From this position, the point at which the Missouri
umtheﬁutehmofthelockymountmhme mthzs west about twenty-
ﬁvs ‘miles, according to our estimate.

o  The northern extnemny of that ‘chain narth 73" qutatthednumofq;hty
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fifty miles.

Tothemostremotepomtofathu-dandcontmued chunof thesamomtnm
nﬂﬂlﬁo 1mm two hm miles. i) : s & bk oll.
. The direction of the first chain whnmhlowf uwtenmh 20° west ;
of the second, from. south 45° east to north 45° wests but the eye counld not
reach their southern extremities, which mest probably may be traced to Mexico,
In a course south 75° west, and at the distance of eight miles is @ mountain,
which from its appearance we shall call Fort Mountain. It is sitaatedin the
level plain, and forms nearly a square, each side of ‘which is' a mile inextent.
These sides, which are composed of a yellow clay with no mixtare of rock or
the top becomes a level plain covered, us captain Lewisnow observed; withi'a
tolerably fertile mould two feet thick, on which wasa coat of grass similar to
that of the plain below: it has the appearance of being perfectly inaccessible,
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THEPARTY EMBARK ON BOARD THE cuom—-nxacmrrmr IIBWI IIM RACTER
OF THE COUNTRY, &¢.—DEARBORNE'S RIVER DESCRIARD—CAPTALN CLARKE PRECEDES

THE PARTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCOVlBIhG ".l‘llE IKDIANS Ol‘ THE ROCKJ Mow
T_AIHS—IIAGNIPICEN‘I‘ ROCKY APPEARAN(‘EB ON THI BOBDBRS'_OR THB luvnn,qnno.
CMENATED THE GATES OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS-CAPTATN CLARKE ARRIVES A
THE THREER FORKS OF THE MISSOURI WITHOUT OVERTAKING THE INDIANS-—THE
LIPARTY ARRIVE AT THE THREE FORKS, OF WHICH A PARTICULAR AND mnunmg
DESCRIPTION 1S GIVEN, m il
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canoes, which, though eight in number, arestill heavily loaded, and at ten o’clock set
out on our journey. At the distance of three miles we passed an island, just
above which is a small creek coming in from the left, which we called Fort
Mountain ereek, the channel of which is ten yards wide, but new perfectly dry.
At six miles we came to an island opposite to a bend, towards the north side;
and reached at. seven and a half miles the lower point of a woodland at thé
entrance of & beantiful river, which, in honour of the seeretary of the navy, we
called Swith’s. river.. Phis stream falls into a bend on the south side of the
Missouri, and. is eighty yards wide. As far as we eonld discern its course it
‘wound through a charming valley, towards the south-east, in which many herds
of buffaloe. were. feeding, 4ill.at, the distance of twenty-five miles it entered the

 and  was lost from. onr view.. ' After dining near this place we
proceeded on four and three quarter miles, to the head of an island; four and'a
quarter miles kydwﬂa‘liudmenduhnd on the left; three and a quarter
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,_gln,%:q, " ogemymrtof the Missours, from its eniranee to this place, is
abundant apd in bloom, . The lamb's-quarter, wild cucumber; saudsushy(
1 rtlrrowdoqk are alQO commpn TWO elk, a. m aﬂd an otter,, were our:
qm - 1:, ~altdsobh ru‘ll-f(
Ti:g river has now become 50 much mqre q.rqqkpd thnn belom that we omit,
talung all m short mea.nders, but note only ifs general course, and lay down the.
smatlll'ﬁepds on our dally qhart by the eye,, The general width is from one hog-
dred to one hundred and fifty yards. Along the banks are. large beds of sand:
r;ped above the Plams, as they always appear on the sides. of the river opposite:
to the aouth-west exposure, seew obﬂously bronght tb.epe from the channel of the.
r;var"by tlhe mcessant wxpd.a from that quarter: we ﬁndslso mnrp timber than for-
ag'rest'dlstance behwthef&lls. g - St Y6 e
'i‘;ma&ay, [18. 'l‘here was & heayy QQW lag mght. : We mn pmdabant,
foﬁ? Aittle booths, formed of wﬂlow bushes as a shelter against t| the sun. ., These
seem to Bave :been (fleserted ahout tmm1 days, und we mwgd by, the Snake,
I‘ha‘l.ans, Phos‘ﬁqnees, whom we h?pe soon to n;ﬁet, as they appeared from the
m&; aYe a number, of horsas with t}lem At three and a quarter miles we.
%Esﬂ. fu» creek or run, in a bend on the left slde, and four mlles further another

ran or sma]l l:qnle‘t on ths nght. .Aﬁer breakfaang on a bnﬂ’aloe shot, by,
one of the bunters, captain Lewis determined to_go achead of the party, to the
point where the river enters the Rocky mountains, and make the necessary obser-
vations before our arriyal. He therefore st out with Drewyer, and two of the;
sick men, to whom he supposed the walk would be useful: he travelled on the;
nprth pdg of the nver;thmﬂsh# handsome level plma which, continued, on, the,
opposite side also, !Wi at_the distance of cight miles passed,a_small stream on,
which he observed a le_quantity of the, aspen tree, | A, little hefore;
. MMM abend to_the,north, Aqﬁlmmnvgmmm
er, about four and » half miles below the mouniaing,and oblained a meridiap,
ude, by which we found the latitude was 46" 46/ 50" 2", | His route then,
laﬁhw&h a high waving plain to a rapid, shere the Migsouri first leaves the,
MMMMMM@" mt"\ihﬁum 16" bkt o ddasd
., In the meantime we had proceeded aficr breakfast one mile to;a bend in,the.
‘@-,m’--tm which was the frame to,a large, lodge situnted in_ the. prairig,,
like that already. mentioned above the ‘Whitebear, islands, but only,,
;fﬁ*,n m,mm mmm ighty leathern,

m:i ,. the,
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* Wednesday, 17, we'set out early, and at four miles distance ,omea caplain’
LA at thi foot of “the rapids, and after Ih*e’akfaﬁtbegan the pamge of them:
soiie of the @rticles most liable 1o 'be injared by the water were carried round.’
We then double-manned the canoes, and with the aid of the tomng-hne,,got
them up without ‘accident. ' For séverdl miles below the mpnda the curreat of
the' Missouri béconies stronger as youu approach, and the spurs of the mountain_
advahce towards the ‘river, Which is deep and more than seventy yards wide:
at the rapids the river is closely hemmed in on both sides by the hills, and foams
forhalf o ‘mile overthe' rocks which 'obstruct its chanuel. The low grounds
aré mow not more than a few yardsin width, but they furnish room for an Indian.
road which winds under the Hills on the north side of the river. Tﬁe ral
range of these hills is from south-east to north-west, and the clifis %msetwee
aré about eight hundred feet above the water, formed almost entirely of a hard
black ‘granite, on whicl are scattered u few dwarf pine and cedar trees. Iph
miediately in the gap'is'a large rock four hundred feet high, which on one side
i ‘washed by the Missouri, while on its other sides a handsome little plain
separates it from the neighbounng mouqtnms It may be ascended wit.h some-
difficulty nearly to its summit, and_ aﬁ'ards a beautiful prospect: of the phms
below, in which we could observe ]nrge herds of buffaloe. After a.upq_ding
the rapids for half a niile we came to a small,mlp.nd at the head of them,  which
we called Pine island, from a !arge plne ‘at’ the lower endof 1t, which is. ﬂlf
first we have ‘Seen near the river for a g@eﬂ. t'hstance bermﬁ W,
Liewis's E’iinp we had a mendian ‘alfitade whu;h ve ‘us the Iahtud% of
467 42" 1477, 'Ab thé canoes were still heaﬂly loa?ed a.ll those not 9m.a‘!oyed
in' working them walked on ‘Shore. ' The’ navxgaf.lpn is now very Ia_. )
'HE d*e:“ﬁldéep but with Tittle cutrent, and from seventy to oné hundre
w‘dé, &H&'l'nﬁ# g*mdmb dte ‘very narrow, with bt little tim!')er, and thnj ch,leﬂx
aspen trec. “The clis'are steep and hang over the river so mrﬁ:
ﬁ"w &ﬂ*“mt llt were obliged to pass and re
tﬁ%‘rﬁﬂ-% ’$i‘def’ to make our way. Innome aces tha
banks are formed of mkd wm ‘black graiite, ‘ﬁnugperpen&cuﬁdyto :
great b | _ M‘ﬂ%&%htﬁom&ﬁmqm
' 1 ifibutitains we ‘56 more pine thai usual, bi:lntu
M"thﬂﬁt&e a %@é‘i‘n _,”
e,




menl. Sometimes they add a portion of water, and drink it thus diluted: at
other times they add a sufficient proportion of marrow grease to reduce it to
‘the consistency of common dough, and eat it in that manuer. This last com-
position we preferred to all the rest, and thought it at that time a very palatabile
dish. - There is however very little of ‘the broad-leafed cottouwood on the side
of the Falls, much the greater part of what we see being of the narrow-leafed
species. There are also great quantities of red, purple, yellow, and black
currants. The currants are very pleasant to the taste, and much preferable to
those of our comimon garden. The bush rises to the height of six or eight feet ;
the stem simple, branching, and erect. These shrubs associate in crops either
in upper or timbered lands near the water courses. The leaf is petiolate, of a
pale green, and in form resembles the red currant, so common in our gardens.
'I'he perianth of the fruitis one-leaved, five-cléft, abbreviated, and tubular. The
corolla is monopetallous, fannel shaped, very long, and of a fine orange colour.
There are five stamens and one pistillum of the first, the filaments are capillar,
inserted 'in the corolla, equal and converging, the anther ovate and incumbent.
‘The germ of the second species is round, smooth, inferior, and pedicelled: the
style long and thicker than the stamens, simple, eylindrical, smooth, and erect.
It remains with the corolla until the fruit is ripe, the stamen is simple and
obtuse, and the fruit much the size and shape of our common garden currants,
growing like them in clusters, supported by a compound footstalk. Thepeduncles
are Jonger in this species, and the berries are more scattered.  The fm:tislﬁt
muﬂdnthemmmmmmtmdhuamagrmbleﬂwmr :
The other spemeud:ﬂ’aninnorupactfmm theydlow cm-rant, exoepﬁngh_l
ﬁe colour and flavour of the berries. .
*'"The serviceberry differs in some points from that of the Umteﬂm The
bushes are small, somaumesnotmoretb‘mtwoféeth!ﬂi mo‘ly’exéeéd
&gh inches. They are proportionably small in their Stems, _growing very
thick, associated in clumps. * The fruit is of the same form, but for the most part
hh-gerandofavéryda&purple They are now ripe and in graatperfecﬁnm
There are two species of gooseberry h&e,bntne‘itherbf&emy&n ¢ nor are
ﬁu»ha:m though fn great quantities. Besides there are also at that pma
Pp iedivmow,andaspeciesofmmﬁﬁh. “In the evening we saw
“ti.n tmor big-horned animals, but no other game o
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island to a.point of rocks.on the south side the low grounds become rather wider,
and three. quarters of .a mile ‘beyond. these rocks, in a bend on the north, we
encamped opposite to a uny hagh cliff, having made daring thoday nlwen and
nm seait dedd to ofd bap  Seay it Tle of baapsisag
-4+ Tharsday,.18. . This mormng' early before our departaue Vo la.rge
_herd of the big-horned animals, who were bounding among the rocks in the
opposite.cliff with great agility. . These inaccessible spots secure them’ from all
_their. enemies, and the only danger is in wandering among these precipices,
_ where we should suppose it scarcely possible for any animal to stand ; a single false
gm), wonld precipitate them at least five hundred feet into the water,, At one
.mile and a quarter we' passed another. single cliff on: the. left ;: ‘at. the same
Mpce,heyond ‘which is the mouth. of a. laxge river emptying itself from
_the north, | It is a handsome, bold, and clear stream, eighty, yards wide, that/is
~mearly as broad as the Missouri, with a rapid current over a bed of small smooth
stones of various fignres, - The water is, extremely transparent, the low grounds
.are narrow, but possess as much wood asthose of the Missouri : and it has
every appearance of being mavigable, though to what distance. we, .canmot
ascertain, as the qounln'y whlch it_waters, is broken and mountainous.  In
~honour of the secretary at war we called it Dearborn’s river., Being, now very
_anxious to_meet, with, the_ Shoshonces o, Snake, Indians, for the. purpose;of
qu the necessary information of; our, route, as well as to procure horses,
,it, was thought best for.one of us to go forward with a small party and endeavour
to duoover them, before. the,dlply discharge of our guns, which is necessary for
; ence, should, give them notice of our approach : if by an aceident
ﬁy us, they will most probably retreat to the _mountains, msgalg;g us for
y, attack. them on_this sxde, Amordmgly _eaptais
yﬂf;?pt ont, i .men, and followed. j,ha course of the river on the morth
-§I- ‘5%?‘?? at first that he was not able to go much, faster than
.ﬁé ‘?wmvm; ,he cut off many miles of the circuitous eoulle
mountain over which he found g wide Indinn road,
b f,)apr.,!?ef n cut,or dug down in, the earth, He
cher ! r‘rbwh-he called Ordway’s mﬁm
) ver-dams extending in ¢ wcawon tow e wmoun-
: I r%f i (, r squblsihm
"‘"‘H nall steem pf

w?‘
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; wiﬂlhﬂlltdilhncamymall bends. At twe and a half miles further is
another island : three quarters of a mile beyond this is a small ereek on the north
side. At a mile and a half above the creek is a much larger stream thirty yards
wide, and discharging itself with a bold current on the north side : the banks are
low, and the bed formed of stones altogether. To this stream we gave the
name of Ordway's creek, after sergeant John Ordway. At two miles beyond
this the ‘valley widens : we passed several bends of the river, and encamped in
the centre of one on the south, having made twenty-one miles. Here we found
a small grove of the narrow-leafed cottonwood, there being no longer any of the
broad-leafed kind since we entered the mountains. The water of these rivulets
which come down from the mountains is véry eold, pure, and well tasted. Along
their banks as well as on the Missouri the aspen is very common, bat of a small
. kind. The river is somewhat wider thanewe found it yesterday ; the hills more
d:stantﬁmlﬁenverandnotwhlgh there are some pines on the mountains,
but they are principally confined to the upper regions of them : the low grounds
are still narrower and have little or no timber. The soil near the river is good,
and produces a luxuriant growth of grass and weeds: among these productions
the sunflower holds a very distinguished place. For several days past we have
observed a species of flax in the low grounds, the leaf-stem and pericarp of
which resemble those of the flax commonly cultivated in the United States : the
stem rises to the height of two and a half or three feet, and springs to the number
of eight or ten from the same root, with a streng thick bark apparently well
calculated for use: the root seems to be perenmial, and it is probable that the

cutting of the stems may not at all injure it, for although the seeds are not yet
ripe, there are young sackers shooting up from the root, whence we may infer

that the stems which are fully grown and the proper stage of vegetation to pro-
duce the best flax, are not essential to the preservation or support of the voot, a
circomstance which would render it a most valuable plant. Mo day we have
met with a second species of flax smaller than the first, 0s it seldom obtains a
greater height than nine or twelve inches : the leaf and stem resemble  those of
'&ewmmntmed except that the latter is ravely branched, and bears
tti:glampetatmbeushnped blue flower, suspended with its limh down-
wards. We saw several herds of the big-horn, but they were in the cliffs
beymﬂmr rwdq We killed an etk this manfq and fourfd part of a deer
whcbhadhmkﬁbrupbymphmm He pursued his route,

- Friday, 19, w in the morning, and soon passed the remains of several

Ww ﬂwmﬁmmumm |

spring. At hm-ﬁuhwm the pine trees had been stri
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their bark about the same season, which our Indian woman says her country-
men do in order to obtain the sap and the soft parts of the wood and bark for
food. About eleven o’clock he met a herd of elk and killed two of them, but
such was the want of wood in the neighbourhood that he was unable to procure
enough to make a fire, and he was therefore obliged to substitute the dung of
the buffaloe, with which he cooked his breakfast. They then resumed their
course along an old Indian road. 1In the afternoon they reached a handsome
valley watered by a large creek, both of which extended a considerable distance
into the mountain : this they crossed, and during the evening travelled over
a mountainous country covered with sharp fragments of flint-rock : these bruised
and cut their feet very much, but were scarcely less troublesome than the prickly
pear of the open plains, which have now become so abundant that it is impossible
to avoid them, and the thorns are so strong that they pierce 4 double sole of
dressed deer skin : the best resource against them is a sole of buffaloe hide in
parchment. At night they reached the river much fatigued, having passed two
mountains in the course of the day and having travelled thirty miles, Captain
Clarke’s first employment on lighting a fire was to extract from his feet the
briars, which he found seventeen in number.

In the meantime we proceeded on very well, though the water appears to
increase in rapidity as we advance : the current has indeed been strong during
the day and obstructed by some rapids, which are not however much broken by
rocks, and are perfectly safe : the river is deep, and its general width is from
one hundred to one hundred and fifty yards wide. For more than thirteen miles
we went along the numerous bends of the river and then reached two small
islands ; three and three quarter miles beyond which is a small creek in a bend
to the left, above a small island on the right side of the river. We were regaled
about ten o’clock P. M. with a thunder-storm of rain and hail which lasted for
an hour, but during the day in this confined valley, through which we are
passing, the heat is almost insupportable ; yet whenever we obtain a glimpse
of the lofty tops of ‘the mountains we are tantalized with a view of the snow.
These mountains have their sides and summits partially varied with little copses
d;ﬁm;oednr,audhhmﬁt. A mile and a half beyond this creek the rocks
approach the river on both sides, forming 2 most sublime and extraordinary
spectacle. For five and three quarter miles these rocks rise perpendicularly
- from the water's edge to the height of nearly twelve hundred feet. They are
composed of a black granite near its base, but from its lighter colour above and
from the fragments we suppose the upper part to be flint of a yellowish brown
aud cream colour. Nothing can be m—dm tremendons. thn the frown-
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ing darkness of thm rocks, ‘which project over the river and menace us with
estraction.  The river, of three hundred and fifty yards in width, seems to have
orce "rts channel down this solid mass, but so reluctantly has it given way that
luring the whole distance the water is very deep even ut the edges, and for the
* first three miles there is not a spot, except one of a few yards, in which a man
oonla stand between the water and the towering _perpendtcular of the mountain :

the convalsion of the passage must have been terrible, since at its outlet there are
vqst colamns of rock torn from the mountain, which are strewed on both sides of
the river, the trophies as it were of the victory. Several fine springs burst out
from the chasms of the rock, and contribute to increase the river, which has now
a étrohg current, but very fortunately we are able to overcome it with our oars,
since it would be impossible to use either the cord or the pole. We were obliged
to go on some time after dark, not being able to find a spot large enough to
encamyp on, but at length about two miles above a small island in the middle of
the r_i've? we met with a spot on the left side, where we procured plenty of light-
wood and pitchpine. This extraordinary range of rocks we called the Gates of
the Rocky mountains. We had made twenty-two miles ; and four and a quar-
ter miles from the entrance of the Gates. The mountains are higher to-day than
they were yesterday. 'We saw some big-horns, a few antelopes and beaver, but
since entering the mountains have found no buffaloe : the otter are however

in great plenty : the musquitoes have become less troublesome than they
were.

Saturday, 20. By employing the towrope whenever the banks pertmtted
the use of it, the river being too deep for the pole, we were enabled to overcome
the current which is still strong. At the distance of half a mile we came to a _
high rock in a bend to the lefi in the Gates. Here the perpendicular rocks
cease, the hills retire from the river, and the vallies suddenly widen to a greater
extent than they have been since we entered the mountains, At this place
wns some scattered timber, consisting of the narrow-leafed cottonwood, the
aspen, and pine. There are also vast quantities of gooseberries, serviceberries,
and several species of currant, among which is one of & black colour, the flavour
of which is preferable to that of the yellow, and would be deemed superior to that
of any currant in the United States. We here killed an elk, which was &
plemtaddmontoourstock of food. At a mile from theﬁun,alugam#
comes down from the mountains and empties itself behind an Jdsland in the -
middle of a bend to the north. To this stream, whd:nﬁﬂm;uﬂp i
gave the name of Potts’s creck, after John Potts, one of owr mien. g ‘
vﬁyabowtmmmhnwed‘m#dppeﬂm %ﬁw . '
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had been set on fire ; but were at a loss to decide whether it had been done
acmdentally by captam Clarke’s party, or by the Indians as a signal on their
observing us. We afterwards learnt that this last was the fact; for they had
heard a gun fired by one of captain Clarke’s men, and believing that their
enemies were approaching had fled into the mountains, first setting fire to the
plains as a warning to their countrymen. We continued our course along
several islands, and having made in the course of the day fifteen miles, encamped
just above an island, at a spring on a high bank on the left side of the river. In
the latter part of the evening we had passed through a low range of mountains,
and the country became more open, though still unbroken and without timber,
and the lowlands not very extensive : and just above our camp the river is again
closed in by the mountains. We found on the banks an elk which captain
Clarke had left us, with a note mentioning that he should pass the mountains
just above us and wait our arrival al some convenient place. We saw but
could not procure some redheaded ducks and sandhill cranes along the sides
of the river, and a woodpecker, about the size of the lark-woodpecker, which
seems to be a distinct species: it is as black as a crow with a long tail, and flies
like a jaybird. = The whole country is so infested by the prickly pear that we
could scarcely find room to lie down at our camp. -

Captain Clarke on setting out this morning had gone through the vnlhy
about six miles to the right of the river. He soon fell into an old Indian road
which he pursued till he reached the Missouri, at the distance of eighteen miles
from his last encampment, just above the entrance of a large creek, which we
afterwards called Whiteearth creek. Here he found his party so much cut and
- pierced with the sharp flint and the prickly pear that he proceeded only a small

distance further, and then halted to wait for us. Along his track he had taken
the precaution to strew signals, such as pieces of cloth, paper and linen, te prove
to the Indians, if by accident they met his track, that we were white men. But he
observed a smoke some distance a,-hend and concluded that the whole country
had now taken the alarm.

- Bunday, 21, On leaving our camp we passed an island at half a mile, and
reached at one mile a bad rapid at the place where the river leaves the mountain:
here the cliffs are high and covered with fragments of broken rocks, the current

' ilalloitmng but although more rapid the river is wider and shallower, so

‘are able to use the pole occasionally, though we principally depend on
ie. . On leaving the rapid which is about half a mile in extent, theoonnhy
each side ; the bills become lower ; at one mile is a large island on the

d fou mmmn a large and bold creek twenty-eight
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yards wide, coming in from the north, where it waters a handsome valley : we
ealled it Pryor’s creek after one of the sergeants, John Pryor. At a mile above
this creek on the left side of the Missouri we obtained a meridian altitude, which
. gave 46° 10' 32" 9" as the latitude of the place. For the following four miles
the country, like that through which we passed during the rest of the day, is
rongh and mountainous as we found it yesterday; but at the distance of twelve
wmilés we came, towards evening, into a beautiful plain ten or twelve miles wide,
and extending as far as the eye could reach. This plain, or rather valley, is
bounded by two unearly parallel ranges of high mountains whose summits are
partially covered with snow, below which the pive is scattered along the sides
down to the plain in some places, though the greater part of their surface has no
timber; and exhibits only a barren soil, with no covering except dry parched
grass or black ragged rocks. On entering the valley the river assumes a totally
different aspect: it spreads to wmore than a mile in width, and though more rapid
than before, is shallow enough in almost every part for the use of the pole,
‘while its bed is formed of smooth stones and some large rocks, as it has been
indeed since we entered the monntains: it is alse divided by a number of islands,
some of which are large near the nolthern shore. The soil of the valley is a rich
black loam, apparently very fertile, and covered with a fine green grass about
eighteen inches or two feet in height; while that of the high grounds is perfectly
dry and seems scorched by the sun. The timber, though still searce, is in
greater quantities in this valley than we have seen it since entering the moun~
tains, and seems to prefer the borders of the small creeks to the banks of the
viver itself. 'We advanced three and a half miles in this valley, and encamped
on the left side, having made in all fifteen and a half miles. 3
© Qur only large game to-day was one deer. 'We saw however two pheasants
of a dark brown colour, much larger than the same species of bird in the United
States. In the moming too, we saw three swans, which, like the geese, have not
yet recovered the feathers of the wing, and were unable to fly: we killed two of
them, and the third escaped by dmng' and passing down the current. These
are the first we have seen on the river for a great distance, and as they had
mfyaugwﬂxthm we presume that they do not bmdm&nmgw
Of the geese we daily see great numbers, with Mmpufeelyw
except on the wings, where both young and old are deficient; the first are very
fine food, but. the old ones are poor and unfit for use. Several of the larg
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shallow we have caught a number of trout to-day, and a fish, white on the belly
and sides, but of & bluish cast on the back, and a long pointed mouth opening
somewhat like that of the shad.

This morning captain Clarke wishing to hunt, but fearful of alarming the
Indians, went up the river for three miles, when finding neither any of them nor
of their recent tracks returned, and then his little party separated to look for
game. They killed two bucks and a doe, and a young carlew nearly feathered :
in the evening they found the musquitoes as troublesome as we did; these
animals attack ws as soon as the labours and fatigues of the day require some
rest, and annoy us till several hours after dark, when the coldness of the air
obliges them to disappear; but such is their persecution, that were it not fww
biers we should obtaiv ne repose.

. Monday, 22. We set out at an early hour. The river being divided into s0
many channels by both large and small islands, that it was impossible to lay it
down accurately by following in a canoe any single channel, captain Lewis walked
on shore, took the general courses of the river, and from the rising grounds laid
down the situation of the islands and ¢hannels, which he was enabled to do with
perfect accuracy, the view not being obstructed by much timber. At one
mile and a quarter we passed an island somewhat larger than the rest, and
foar miles further reached the upper end of another, on which we breakfasted.
This is a large island forming in the middle of a bend, to the north a level
fertile plain, ten feet above the surface of the water and never overflowed. Here
we found great quantities of a small onion about the size of a musket ball,
though some were larger; it is white, erisp, and as well flavoured as auy of our
garden onions; the seed is just ripening, and as the plant bears a large quantity
" to the square foot, and stands the rigonrs of the climate, it will no doubt be an
acquisition to settlers. From this production we called it Onion island. During
the next seven and three-quarter miles we passed several long circular bends,
andnmberof hge and small islands, which divide the river into many
channels, andthenrewhdﬁe mouth of a creek on the north side. It is com-
posed of three ereeks which unite in a handsome valley, about four miles before
&eyéu&m-;ethmdvei into the Missouri, where it is about fifteen feet wide
and e:gﬁtfeet deep, with clear transparent water. Here we halted for dinner,
bwtu%emm took different chanvels in ascending, it was some time before
the .gBr; oined. Mkahghtadhind that the Indian woman recog-

es the co ; &muwm&hmmm muhm
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‘ance, 4 piece of intelligence whicli hus! cheered the. spivits bf us all, a8 we hope
‘soon to ‘veach the head of thatriver. -This is the watmest day except one we
Jave experienced this summer. In the shade 4 mugagq_ﬂmf
-0, which-is the sécond time it has reached that height during: this seasons
ﬁw&lhﬁ island, after making niveteen and three-quarter miles. .« w111,y
o' " In'the-eonrse of the day we saw many geese, cranes, small birds
‘plains; and a few pheasants: we also observed -a. swall plover. or curlew  of @
“brown colour, abont the size of the yellow-legged plover or, jack, EMMW
«d'different species. - It first appeared near the mouth of Smith’s river, but isso
.shy ‘and vigilant that we were unable to shiooeit. 'Both the: broad MP!F!RW‘
leafed willow continue, though the sweet willow 'has become very scarce. . The
-rosebush, smill honeysuckle, the pulpy-leafed thorn, southern weod, sage and box
alder; marrow-leafed cottonwood, redwood, -and a species. of sumach, are, all
‘abundat. 8o too tre the red: and black ¢Sosehervies, serviccberries, chokecherry,
and the black; red, iyellow, and purple.carrant, which, M seams to be a favouri
~food of the bear., Before encamping . we landed rand took. on board captan
#Clarke; with the meat he had collected during this day’s hunt, which gpnfmd
{of -one deer and anelk: we had ourselyes shot a deer and an antglgpg 1 The
-muaqumasandgmts were unusually fierce this evening,. Y Ry
++Tuesday, 23. - Captain Clarke again. pwcet;.ded mth foun m,gn B]HIH the
rsght bank." During the whole day. the river is divided ,by 2 number of lg{aqu,
- which spread it out sometimes to, the. dmpapoe of t.hrge .lmlqs, the current is vﬁy
“rapid and has many ripples; and the, hcd.,faxmgd of“ gravel and smoof
The banks along the Jow, groundsare of a rich loam, f?ﬂﬂ%ﬂ RFCH!H ’l}.l
low Blufls, of yellow nnﬂmdq;,lng,wﬂa a B
low grounds are wide, and have very litﬂﬂmﬂbq;,
" willow, and rose and currant bushes: these are s
vingon each side to the hase of the mountains, 1
- about eight or twelve miles apart, and are high

~‘pine and ceder interspersed on them. A‘W 4’8%9?"; g

myynrdsmd&mpmmlmqg, hr

Hor several miles parallel to the river, amgpes?l _. .
ﬂilhmm”wwbltﬂhomq. Wﬁrjg&% VY | i.‘t.: O one ¢

and ‘the islands, from  their number, received
mm»dﬂmmwmwl
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wide, and continued along it for onemdeandaqumer, and then passed a second
island just above it. We halted rather early for dinner, in order to dry some.
part of the baggage which had been wetted in the canoes: we then proceeded,
and at five and a half miles had passed two small islands, Withio the next three
miles we came to a large island, which, from its figure, we called Broad island.
From that place we made three and a half miles, and encamped on an island to
the left, opposite to a much larger one on the right. Our journey to-day was
twenty-two and a quarter miles, the greater part of which was made by means
of our poles and cords, the use of which the banks much favoured. Daring the
whole time we had the small flags hoisted in the canoes to apprise the Indians,
if there were any in the neighbourhood, of our being white men and their friends;
but we were not so fortunate as to discover any of them. Along the shores we
saw great quantities of the common thistle, and procured a further supply of
wild onions, and a species of garlic growing on the highlands, which is now
green and in bloom: it has a flat leaf, and is strong, tough,.and disagreeable.
There was also much of the wild flax, of which we now obtained some ripe
seed, as well as some bullrush and cattail flag. Among the animals we met with
a black snake about two feet long, with the belly as dark as any other part of
the body, which was perfectly black, and which had one hundred and twenty-
eight scuta on the belly, and sixty-three on the tail: we also saw antelopes, crane,
geese, ducks, beaver, and otter; and took up four deer, which had been left on
the water side by captain Clarke. He had pursued all day an Indian road on
the right side of the river, and encamped late in the evening at the distance of
twenty-five miles from our camp of last night. In the course of his walk he met
besides deer, a namber of autelopes and a herd of elk, but all the tracks of Indians,
though numerous, were of an old date.

. Wednesday, 24. We proceeded for four and a quarter miles along several
islnnds to a swall run, just above which the low blufls louch the river. Within
three and a balf miles further we came to a small island on the north, and a
remarkable bluff, composed of carth of a crimson colour, intermixed with strata
of slate, either biack or of a red resembling brick. The following six'and three-
‘quarter mijes brought us to an qasemblage of islands, having passed four at
different distances; and within the next five miles we. met the same number of
iddands, and m on the north, after ‘making nineteen and a half miles.
"Lhe e of t,he nverm strong gnd obd;ructed as indeed it has been for some

, by & or "ﬂmﬂ.hﬁh descend from one to three feetmﬂeeb&l‘le of
mmmw are ravely : umommoded by any ﬁﬂd rocks,
thoug .m watuu,npxl,the passage is not aﬁendetfﬁiﬂi danger.
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The valley through which the river ‘passes'is like that of yesterday'; the nearest
s generally concealing the most distant frou sy lbut when tve obtain. o view
f them they present themselves in amphitheatres, rising above each otheb as
' mé?'receae ffom the river, till the ‘tost rémote are covered with subw. + Wie saw
man) oﬂer and beaver to-day; the latter seems'to’ contribute veryimuch tosthe
Xumber of islands and the widéning of ‘the river. They: begin by damming up
t.he small channels of about twenty yirds between ‘the islands; -this obliges thie
nver to seek another onﬂet, and ‘as'soon as this is effected the chmmuel stopped
by the beaver becomes ﬁlled with mud and sand.: The industrious -animaul is
then driven to another channel which soon éhaves the same fate, till the river
spreads on all sides, and cats‘the projecting poinits of the land intovislands. . We
killed a deer and saw great numbers’ of antélopes, cranes, some goese, and a
few ‘rédheaded ducks. “The ‘tmall birds. of ‘the plains, and the curlew, are
su’lla'bdndan_t we saw, but could not come within gunshot of ‘a Jarge bear.
There is much of fhe'track of €k, Hat nioneof the animals themselves, wd from
Ele appearance of bonés and old éxcrement, we suppose that buffalee have:some-
mes strayed into the valley, ‘ﬂm‘ngh we have as et seen no recent sign of them,
A]ong the water are a number of snakes, some of a ‘brown uniform eolour, others
black, and a third speckled on the abdomen, and striped with black and a/brownish
yellow on the back and sides. 'The first, which are the largest, are dbout four
feet long; the second is of the kind mentioned vesterday, and the third resembles
in size and appearance the garter-snake of the United States. ' On examiniag
the teeth of all these several kinds we found them fre¢ from -poison: they are
fond of the water, in which they take shelter on being pursued. ' ‘Phe musquitoes,
gnats, and prickly pear, our three persecutors; still continue ‘with us, and, joined
with the labour of working the canoes, have fatigued us all excessively: Captain
’(?ﬁrh ‘continued along the Tndian road which led him up o ereeks: fMt'tﬁ
o'clork he saw at the distance of six miles a horse feedingin-the plains. - He
went towauis him, but the animal was so wild that he could not get withinseveral
‘hundred paces of him : hé then ‘tarned ‘obligacly to'the tiver whero he-killedia
deer and dined, having passed in'this valley five hatidsonie streams, only one of
whdl had any timber; another had some willows, and-was very much dammed
up by the beaver. At Wiiaier he continued his route ‘along the river and en-
camped_ at the Mea'é‘l’ﬁtulty mmmmmw
oflb:«:lmhi,fi!!’l:j 1e of recent date. "Thé next morning, T niz rek
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iﬂé”lﬁmy‘ ﬁ%‘“ hé found that the

north side, and saw the tmckoft‘“ﬁﬁﬁéhmm .
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four or five days since. Afler breskfast he examined the rivers, and
that' the north branch, -altheugh wvot larger, contained more water thm thq
miiddle branch; and bove move. to. the, westward, he determined to ascend it.
He therefore left a note informing captain. Lewis of his intention, and then went
up’ that stream on the north: side for about twenty-five wiles,  Here Ch&boneau
was unable o proceed aiy further, and, the party thetefore encamped, all of
them much fatigued; their feet blistered and Wmndﬂdbjjhﬂwehlypw %
- /¥ the meantime we left-our eamp, and proceeded on very ygll, though the
water is still rapid and has some occasional ripples,  The country is much. like
that: of yesterday : there are however fewer islands, for we pﬂ-pqed only two,
Behind one of them is a large creek twenty-five yards wadle, to wlngh we gave
the name of Gass's creek, from one of our sergcants, Patrick Gm it is formed
by the umion of five streams, which descend from the mountains -anglm in p”
plain near the river. . On this island we saw a large brown bear, but he re-
treated to. the shore and ran.off before we could approach him. These animals
seem more shy than they: were below the mountains. The antelopes bave again
collected in small herds, composed of several females with their young, attended
by one or two males, though some of the males are still solitary or wander in
parties of two over: the. plains, which the autelope invariably prefers to the
woodlands, and to-which it.always retreats if by accident it is found stragg]
in:the hills, confiding no doubt.in its wonderful flectuess.  We also killed a few
young: geese, but as this game is swall and yery incompetent to the subsistence
of the party, we have forbidden the men any lunger to waste their wmpl;l
onthem.« About four and a half wiles ahove Gass's creck, the valley in whi
~ awehave been travelling. ceases,  the. bigh craggy. cliffs again approach the niser,
awhich mow \enters, or xather leaves what appears to be a second great chain of
‘the Rocky mountains. .. About,a mile afier entering these hills or low mountains
awe passed.p apmber. off fine bald springs, which burst out near the edge of the
fwiver- under the, clifis. on. the left, and furnished a fine Mm VAR  pegr
mmmmmm PG SeEh, pce, ERlerNg, the
‘mountains ;. & ridge of : trefching actoss, the river, leaying
WMMW W,yea{&hgmr
ur than those we have already passed, aud .JBTM the river is some
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period, tind fallen' down from the hills on'their sidés, 'the istrdta:bP roeki rsonie-
times Jying with their edges upwards, others not detached. from the lills are de-
pressed obliquely on the side next the river asif they had. sunk/to ill up.the
hﬁty formed by the washing of theriver. 1 o1 «/dvnn cnonadad™ wmbmd
7 “In'the open places among the rocky cliffs are ¢wo kinds of ~gouseberry; ofe
véllow ‘and the other red. The former species | was! observed for the first time
near‘the Falls, the latter differs from it injno respect -exeept in: colour and in
beéing of a ldrger mi- boﬁ have a sweet ﬂaarm, and are rather indifferent
il s G o alvicftay Hag sthibehothbon
A7 Friday, 26, We again fonn& th‘e current . ﬂnmgmd the mipples frequent:
‘these we were obliged to overcome by means of' the cord and the-pole, ‘the oar
being scarcély éver used except in crossing to take advantage of the shore.
Witlfin' three and three quarter miles we passed seven small islands and reached
the month of a large creek whicly empties Ttself in the centre of a bend onthe
Jeft side: it is a bold ranning stream fifteen yards wide; and veceived the name
‘of Howard eveek after John P. Howard one of the party. Onemile beyond it
‘is a'small ran ‘which falls in on the same side just above a rocky chiff. . Here the
‘motitairs récede from the river, and the valley widens to/the extent of several
‘miles. “'Phe river now becomes erowded with islands of which we ‘passed ten in
‘the next thirteen and three quarter mileés, then at the distance of eighteen miles
‘we enéamped on the left shore near a rock in the centre of 4 bend' towards 'the
‘left, and' opposite to two more islands:  This valley has wide low grounds
covered with high grass, and i many with a fine turf of groen sward.  Fhe
‘s6il ‘of “the ‘highlands is thin' and meagre, without any ceveriiig exeept-a low
sedge and a dry kind of grass whichi is almost as inconvenient’ as the prickly .
‘pear.  "The seeds of it are armed with a leng twisted hard beard at their upper
‘extrémity, while the lower part is a sharp firm point, beset at its base withlittle
"stiff bristles, with the points in a' direction contrary to the subulate point to
“whitch they answer as a barb. '~ 'We'see also another species of prickly pear:-+ ¥t
‘is of d'globular form, compoesed of an- assemblage of little'conic leaves sprioging
from a common root to which their small ‘points are: attached as & edmmon
‘eéntre, and the basé of the’ cone forms the apex of the leaf which'is ‘garnishéd
‘with & circular tange of sharp thorns like the cochineal  plant,” and quite ds stiff
“and ‘even‘more keen than those WWW
‘hills the'¥iver hid been confined within' one’ hundbed
WMmM
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‘of ‘wmile: + The'banks are low, but the river never overflows them.  On entery
‘the valley we again saw the snow-clad mountains before us, but the Qpaag--
of thie hills-as well as of the timber near us is much s heretofore.

- Pinding Chaboneau unable to proceed captain Clarke: left hia with one of
e men; ‘and accompanied by the dtlier went up the ziver about twelve miles to
the! top of »a mounitain. . Here he had an extensivé view of the, river valley up-
wivds and saw a large creek which flowed in on the right side. He however
'discovered no fresh sign of the Inidians, and therefore determined to examine the
middle branch and join us by the time we reached the forks: he descended the
mountain bj an Indian path which wound through a deep valley, and at length.
‘venched a fine cold spring. - The day had been very warm, the peth unshaded
by timber, and his thirst was excessive ; he was therefore tempted to drink :
‘but although he took the precaution of previously wetting his head, feet, and
‘bands, he soon found himself very unwell: he continued his route, and after
“resting with Chabonean 4t his camp, resumed his march across the north fork
méar a large island.  The first part was knee deep, but on the other side of the
asland ‘the water came to their waists and was so rapid that Chabonean was on
- the point of being swept away, and not being able to swim would have perished
f eaptain Clarke had not rescued him, . While crossing the island they killed
two brown bear and saw great qmnm of heayer.. 'He then went on toa
small river which falls into the north fork some miles above its junction with the
“two-others : here, finding himself grow move unwell, he halted for the nqg-ht at

sthe distance of four miles from his last encampment,
wo | Saturday, 27 ‘We proceeded on but slowly, the enrrent, bemg atdi 50: rmul
- vasto requive the ntmost exertions of us all to advance, and the men are loosing
stheir strength fast in! consequence of their'constant efforts, At half a mile we
spassed. an-island; and a-mile and. a quarter further again entered a ridge of hills
owhich; now appreach; the river with, cliffs apparently sinking like those of
s yesterday. . Phey.are-eomposed of a solid limestone of a light lead colour when
vexposed to the! airy. thongh when freshly broken it is of a deep blue, and of an
rexeellent quality and very. fine. grain. .., On. these cliffs were numbers of the big-
Ihdmi . Atitwor and o half miles. we reached the, centre of a bend towards the
/south pnssinga small island, jand at one mile and a quarter beyond this reached
subout mine'in thé-morning the mouth of ., river seventy yards wide, which falls
mmb Mh’m suddenly opens;into, exteusive, and
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X oﬂ;; i, of which this gwywﬂw

@E &ni'i&? tﬁe seven miles it passes &; -
ofﬁne viding rtséft'mtdmeh.l’m& latgest
%ﬂ‘; rl org:;:s on w’hlcﬁ'he stood. ©~ On the right sidd shide'of" thie' Miissonri’
a 1ng w;de, and utemve plain meea‘s to ﬁm"lﬁ# meadow Whichi ‘renches

‘ﬁ; In the meadow a large spring rises ‘abouf a quarter of o mm
q:fs sodth-east fork, into which it discharges itscif on'the vight side about four
hundred paces from where he stood.  Between the soutli-east shd middlé forks
a alstant range of snow -topped mountains spread from edst 6 south dbove the
lrregular ‘broken Hhills nearer to this spot : the middle and south-west forks amite
at half a mile ahove the entrance of the sonth-east fork. The extreme point at
which the former can be seen, bears 8. 15" E., and at the distance of fotirteen
milel, where it turns to the right round the point of a high plain and disappears
fiom the view. Tts low grounds are several miles in width, forming & smooth
and beantifal green meadow, and Tike the south-eabt fork it divides itself into
several streams. Between these two forks and neat their junefion with that
from the south-west, is a position admirably well caleulated for a fort. ¥t is'a
ﬁpeatone rock of an oblong form, rising from the plain perpendicularly to the
height of twenty-five feet on three of its sides ; the fourth towards' the middle
fork being a gradual ascent and covered with a fine green swird, a5 is ulso thie
tnp which is level and contains about two acres. An extensive plain lies be-
tween the middle and south-west forks, the last of which after wafering s
country like that of the other two branches, disappears about twelve miles off, 'a':
Xaintbmgsonthm"m Tt is also more divided and’serpentitie in its
course t{nmthe other two, andposaeﬁec more ﬁhﬁeﬂﬁﬁﬂeﬂﬂﬁ m ;
tnpxbef cons:sts almost ‘exclusively of the natrow-leafed cottonwdod, with an -
taermmture of box-alder and sweet-willow, the W‘hﬂ"ﬂ(ﬂ and like
ofthallmomlowerdowm Arhnkebﬂﬁ’g’l tially covered
snow is seen at a considerable ‘distance ruiving M “soutl to ‘west; ard’
nearly all around us are broken ridges of country Tiké" that‘bélow; thrdtigh
which those united streams appear to have forced their passage: after observing
- the country eaptain Lewis descended to breakfast. 'We then left the mouth of
the south-east fork, which in honour of the secretary of the treasury we call-
ed Gallatin’s river, and at the distance of half a mile reached the confluence of
the south-west and middle branch of the Missouris. Here we found the letter
from eaptain Clarke, and as we agreed with mm&awuﬂ
west fork gave it a decided preference over the others, we ascended that branch
of the river for aﬁﬂc}'ﬂi&‘ wu-mmm th
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haying Mf"ﬂy seven miles. Here we resolved to wait the return of
captain Clarke, and in the mmﬁme make the necessary celestial observations,
as this seems an gupntisl point in the geography of the vestem ‘world, and also
to recruit the men and air the baggage.: It was aqeordl gh' all unioufed and
stowed away on shore, ~Near the three forks we saw many collections ‘of the
mud-nests of the small martin attached to the smooth faces of the limestoue
rock, where they were sheltered by projections of the rock above it : and in the
meadows were numbers of the duck or mallard with their young, who are now
nearly grown, The hunters returned towards evening with six deer, three otter
and.a muskrat ; and had seen great numbers of ante!opes, and much slgn of the _
beayer and elk.
.During all ]ug} night. cglptatn Clarke had ahigh fever and chills ace
with great pain, He however pursnf;t'f his route egghi; miles to' thé'nﬁddle
branch, where not finding any fresh Indian track he came dgw:x it o.nd,mmed
us about three o’clock, very much exhausted with ﬁ\tig‘lle and. thevmhmeof
his fever, Believing lnmetf bilious he ‘took a dose of Rash’s pills, which we
have always found aoverelgn in such cases, and bathmg ihe lower mm in

W’Wbma ey @Gy guoTk .
LWe mwm.}pm ;he Sn,ake Inchans After aamcnqg for

several hundred miles ‘into this wild and mountainous oauntr;, we mgmn
expeet that the game will abandon us, With no information of the route we.
may be unglbie to find a passage across the mountains when we reach the M
of t.ﬁe river, at least such a one as will lead us to the Columbia, and even were
we 89, W,ﬂp to find a branch of that river, the timber which we !u.vf -
hithgrto seen,in these mountains does not promise us any fit to make canoes, so’
thgt. our, chief depepdence js on meeting some tribe from whom we may procure
horses, }m consolation is, y,l_;#q this vouql-west hraneh can scarcely hen,d with
iy, and that if any nation of Indians. _pan live in

the mountains we are able .»,,mm av,much,as ;hey. m have ‘eveh m{
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_THRER m:n, ONE OF WHICH 1S CALLED APTER JEPFERSON, THE OTHER MADISON,
"AND THE OTHER AFTER GALLATIN-THEIR GENERAY CHARACTER-THE PARTY
| 'NSGRND THE JEFFERSON BHANCH—DESCRIPTION OF THE RIVER PHILOSOPHY WHICH
| ENTERS INTO THE JEPFERSON—GAPTAIN CLRWIS AND A SMALL PARTY GO IN;AD-
(IWNANCE IN SEARCH OF THE SHOSHONEES—DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY,. q:p.
51 BORPBRING ON THE, RIVER—CAPTAIN LEWIS STILL PRECEDING THE MAIN H'LE'
Shi ﬂl Ql!;lll‘ Df 'I'Hl SHNBOHBH—-A SINGULJ.I AGCIDBNT muclt PIIYINTID cuﬂm
E FROM FOLLOWING CAPTAIN LEWIS'S ADVICE, AND ASCENDING THE M:
- "mﬂ#w ¥ THE RIVER—DESCRIPTION OF PHILANTHROPY HIVER, ANOTHER
14 IRUNWING INTO THE JEPFERSON-SCAPTAIN LEWIS AND A7 SMALLK PARTY HAVING
. TUBEEN UNSUCCESSPUL IN THEIR FIBST ATTEMPT, SEY OFF A SRCOND TIMEIN QUEST
-mm THE SHOSHONEES,
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hood would be sufficient for the ordinary uses of an establishment, .whith, how-
ever, it would be advisable to build of brick, as the earth appears calculated
for that purpose, and along the shores are some bars of fine pure sand. The
greater part of the men, having yestefday put their deer skins in water, were
this day engaged in dressing them, for the purpose of making clothing.” The
weather was very warm, the thermometer in the aflernoon was at 90° above 0,
and the musquitoes more than usually inconvenient : we were, however, relieved
from them by a high wind from the south-west, which came on at four o'clock,
bringing a storm of thunder agd lightsing, attended by refreshing showers,
which continued till after dark, In the evening the hunters returned with eight
deer aud two elk ; aud the ywhohadbeenmtuPtheGalhm reported
‘that after passing. the ; point, where it escaped from capta.m { Lewis's vfa'#je#a-
iday,.it taraed more towards the east, as far as they could discern ﬂiﬂ,qu of
«the :mountains, formed by:the valley. vzh\ch.huﬂared.;h The low grounds
‘were still wide but vot so extensive asnear its-mouth, and though the stream is
rapid and much divided by islands, it is still sufficiently deep for navigation with
_canges. The Tow. grounﬂs, although not more than eight or nine feet abové the
m;.&pem,mgjﬁ_ Le\,qve;ﬂpned, a:qpppt aapggt on the west side o!'themlddle
fork, which.is.stony and scems occasionally inundated, are farnished with great
~quantities of small fruit, such as currants and. gooseberries : among the last of
‘whielh is & black species, which we observe not only in the meadows but along
the mountain rivulets. From the same root rise a number of stems to the
height of five or six feet, some of them particularly branched and all reclining.
-The berry is attached by a long peduncle to,the stem, from which they W
& smoth, ovate form, as, large as the common garden gooseberry, and as,
a8 jet, thougl the pulp is,of a bright crimson colowr, It is extremely acid;
foxm, of the leaf,resembles, that, of the common gooseberry, though larger, T
stem is.covered with very sharp, thorns or briars : ﬂww it very luxuriant
s gwould, yield fine, hay, in, parcels of several acras, The sand rushes will
grow. in many placey as,bigh a3 8 man’s breast, and as thick as stalks of whﬂat;
it would supply;the; best food during the winter to cattle of any trading or m, 3
ATy posty sw vowed ouad® 0 duig Ve v -.rn,z MDA - gy, 0
2.1 Sacajawes, our Indign. woman, at we, are %@W‘?ﬁl on the
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of four other boys, and all the females, of whom Sacajawea was one : ' she does
not, however, show any distress at these recollections, nor any joy at the pro-
mdbmngmndm her country ; for she seems to pessess the felly or the
philosophy of not suffering her feelings to ahnd-b:ynnd the uﬂety ql’vbm
plenty to eat and a few trinkets to wear. = il ‘ol 16
Monday, 20. This morning the hunters htoughtmumefttdmd ﬂpe
ionguxed red kind, which are quite as large as those of the United States,
-and are, indeed, the only kind we have found at this place : there are numbers
of the sand-hill cranes feeding in the meadows ; we caught a young one of the
.same colour as the red deer, which though it had nearly attained its full growth
could not fly; it is very fierce and strikes a severe blow with its beak: The
kingfisher has become quite common en this side of the Falls : but we have seen
wnone of the summer duck since leaving that place. The mallard duek, which
we saw for the first time on the 20th instant, with their young, are now abun-
dant, though they do not breed on the Missouri, below the mountains. The
small birds already described are also abundant in the plains ; here too, are great
quantities of grass-hoppers or erickets ; and among other animels, a large ant
with a reddish brown body and legs, and a black head and abdomen, who build
Jittle cones of gravel, ten or twelve inches high, without a mixture of sticks,
and but little earth. In 'the river we see a great abundance of fish, but we
cannot tempt them to bite by any thing on our hooks. The whole party have
been engaged in dressing skins, and making them into moccasins and leggings.
Captain Clarke's fever has almost left him; but he still remains very languid and
has a general soreness in his limbs. The latitude of our camp, as the mean of
two observations of the meridian altitude of the sun’s lower limb. with octant by
back observation, is N.456° 24" 8" 5", , 0 0 sw vl venann smeand
- Tuoesday, 30. Captain Clarke m&hm.mmbmmd ‘and, there-
fore, having made all the observations necessary to fix. thie longitade, we ve-
Joaded our canoes, and began to ascend Jefferson river. . The river now becomes
very crooked, and forms bends on each side ; the current 100, rapid, and cut
into a great number of channels, and sometimes. shoals, the beds, of which
«consist of coarse gravel. The islauds are unusually sumerous :: on the, right
: _ -asionally forming cliffs of rocks,and hills ; while the left was
an extensive loy ground and prairie intersected by a number of bayous or chan-

‘pels falling into the river. Captain Lewis, ﬂoamfm through it with -
Chaboneau, his ‘wife, and two invalids, joined u miles aboye
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~mounted their horses; and fled as soon as the attack began. 'The women and
childven’ dispersed, and Bacajawea as she was crossing at a shoal place, way
‘overtaken' in' the middle of the river by her pursuers. As we proceeded, the
low grounds were covered with cottonwood and aﬁwm and pn both
sides of the river, except wbemthehighhiﬂl‘pibvenwdn,theglwndm
divided By bayous, which are dammed wp by the beaver, which are very
numerous here. 'We made twelve and a quarter miles, and eiicamped on the
'iﬂl‘ﬂl’ side. Captain Lewis proceeded after dinner, through an extensive
low ' grotnd of timber and meadow land intermixed | but the biyous were so
_obstriieted by beaver dams, that in'order to avoid them hie direeted his' coarse
towards the high phaini on the right. - "T'his he gained with some difficulty, after
‘wading up to his ‘waist through the mud and water of a ymmber of beaver
‘dams. "When he desired to rejoin the canoes he found the anderbrush so thick,
aid the tiver so erooked, that this, joined to thie difficulty of passing the beaver
dams, induced him to'go on and endesvour to intercept the river at some point
‘where it might be more collected into one channel and approach nearer to the
high plain. - He artived at'the bank about sunset, having gone only six miles
iti a direct course from the canoes : but he saw no traces of the men, nor did he
teceive any answer to  his shouts nor the firing of his gun. It was now mnearly
dark'; a dack lighted near him and he shot it. Fle then went to the head ‘of
2 small island where he found some driftwood, which enabled him to cook his
ﬂ%k!ui‘mppef and he laid ‘down to sleep on some willow brush. The night
‘was cool, but the driftwood gave hnllagnod'ﬁm, udhwﬁe&d‘mm
‘vetiience except from the musquitoes. ' thany & wadl
1! 'Wednesday, 31.° The-extmnminghemimd till after seven o'clock, when
he became uneasy lest we should have gone beyond his umphﬁéwhm
determined to follow us.  Just as he had set out with this intention, he sa
of the party in advance of the canoes ; although our camp was only two miles
Whﬂmlhtwﬂg&tm ‘we could not reach him sooner, in consequence
of the ' of the water and tlie circuitous course of the viver. We halted
' | which captuin Lewis continued his route. ~ At the distanee
'of one mile from our encampment we passed the principal entrance of a'stream
‘oni’ the' left, which rises in the snowy mountains to the south-west, between
Jefferson and Madison vivers, and discharges itself by seven nhﬂurm*up,

© ‘4d one three miles-above this, which is the largest, and about thirty yards
- wide: we called it river.. The water-of it is and perfectly
 ‘ledr, and ‘the bed Tike that ‘of the Jefferson consists of pebHle and gravel.

1r2



beaver, which- hnidawuwimﬂer mouths and the bayous of its neighbourhood.
The Jefferson continues as yesterday, shoaly and rapid, but asthe islands though
pumerous are small, it is however move collected into one current than it was
below, and is from ninety to one hundred and twenty yards in width.  The low’
ground has a fertile soil of rich biack loam, and contains a considerable quantity
of timber; with the bullrash and eattail flag very abundant in the meist parts,
while the drier situations are covered with fine grass, tansy, thistles, onions, and
flax. The uplands are barren, and without timber : the soil is'a light yellow
elay intermixed with small smooth pebble and gravel, ‘and the only produce is
the prickly-pear, the sedge, and the bearded grass, which is as dry and inflam= _
mable as tinder. ~As we proceeded 'the low grounds became narrower, and the "
timber more scarce, till at the’distance of ten miles the high hills approach and
overhang the river on both sides, forming cliffs of a hard black granite, like
almost all those below the limestone Hiffs at the three forks of the Missouri :
they continue so for a mile and three quarters, where we came to a point of
rock on the right side, at which place the hills again retire, and the valley
widens to the distance of a mile and a half. Within the next five miles we
passed four islands, and reached the foot of a mountain in a bend of the river
to the left: from this place we went a mile and a quarter to the entrance of a

geme which we have seen are oné bighorn, a few antelopes, deer; aud oné
brown bear, which escaped from our pursuit. Nothing was, however; killed
to-day, nor have we had any fresh meat except one beaver for the last two.days,
ntﬂmmnwndumdwummﬂm, for we bave hitherto-always '
had a great abundance of flesh. gl ayiinne daid & meias vavn
- Thursday, August 1. Weleﬁ.our encampment - etdy}mul-uthddm
of-a mile, reached a point of rocks on the left side, where the siver passes through
perpendicular cliffs. Two and three quarter miles further we halted: for breaks
fast under a cedar tree in a bend to the right: here as kiad been previously
arranged, captain Lewis left us, wahmmﬂnipﬂ]ﬂbmm.lﬂﬂnm
intending to go on in advance in search of)theMuaﬁHgmb
route along the north side of the river over a high range of
M*WMQM%NM&MMMM
dpreading to the north of west, and concluded Mmmm
the. river took that direction ; but when he reached that valley,. captair

H#hhihwvf > lmgo ik Aling. M s
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Mmmmm . On discovering his error, be bent
bis .conrse, towards that river, which he reached about. two in the afternoon,
very much  exhausted, with heat. and thirst. . The mountains were very bare of
timber, jand, the. route lay, along the steep and narrow hollows of the.mountain,
exposed to the mid-day sun, without air, orshade, or water. Just as he arrived
there. a flock of elk passed, and they killed two of them, on which they made
their dinner, and, left.the rest on the shore for the party in the canoes.. After
dinner they resumed their mareh, and encamped on the north side of the river,
afler  making, seventeen miles; in crossing the mountains captain Lewis saw. a
fock of ithe black or dark brown. pheasant, of which he killed one.. . This bird
is;one third Jarger than the common pheasant of the Atlantic States ;. its form is
much the same, The male has not however the tufts of long black feathers on the
"sides of the neck so conspienous in the Atlantic pheasant, and bofh sexes are
booted nearly to the toes. - The colour is a uniform dark brown with.a small mixe
ture of yellow or yellowish brown specks on some of the feathers, particulasiy those
of the tail, though the extremities of these are perfectly black: for about an inch.
The eye is nearly black, aud the iris has a small dash of yellowish. brown;
the feathers of the tail are somewhat longer than those of our.pheasant,-but
the same m..numban. .eighteen, and nearly equal in size, except that these of the
udﬂnthuthmeﬂs their flesh is white, and agreeably flavoured.. ..
4o He also saw among the scattered pine near; the top of the . mountain,
ijlm llqu:d about  the  size, of u robin, but in. action and form something
like a jay; it is constantly in motion, hopping from spray to spray, and.its
note. which. is lond. and frequent, is, as far as lﬂtemm rapmant it,. char ah!
m,lth'ahlu.:;-..l. AT 104 s laegid
" aﬁarlm&kiwwq mednd.ﬂn nuhedmtmeof twnu&aqmmm
viver enters a high mountain, which forms rugged cliffs of neatly perpendicular
rocks. . These. are of a black granite at the lower part, and the upper consists
of & light coloured freestone ; _they continue from. the point of rocks close to the
river. for nive miles,. which we passed before breakfast, during which the current
!mmdb&mmniq,qw ‘miles we passed an island, and a rapid
with Mﬁmw the, entrance of a large creek onthe left
side. Jn passing this. plece the towline of one of the canoes broke just.at.the
| mﬁpw%mh rocks and had nearly upset. . To the creek
, Mﬂb WMMd.MMMMM

mmmm--m.m =MMm of timber, and that consists
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almost entirely of a few nanow-leafed cottonwood mu-mgm%sr
the viver.: The soil of the plain is tolerably fertile, and ‘consists of a black 'of
dark-yellow loam. nwum%mmm
of high mountains which lie parallel to the Fiver; the tops of them u%wmm
covered with ssow, and while in' the valley ‘we are weatly suffocited with
during the day, and ‘at hight the wir'is so ‘cold that two blankets até not miore
than'sufficient covering. Tu passing through the hills 'we’ observed somie large
cedar trees, and some juniper also.. From Frazier’s creck we’ went three and
three-quarter miles, and encamped on  the left side, having come thirteen miles.
Directly opposite” oar camp is a large creek which we' ¢all Field's creek, frotm
Reuben Fields, one of our men. Soon after we halted two of the hunters wefit
out and retarned with five deer; which; with one bighorn, “we killed in coming
through the mountain, on which we dined ; and the elk left by captain Lewis.
Wwwmmm *mme mwwwﬂwi
brown béar, but were not able to shoot him, < 00 -

- Friday, Aungust 2. Captain Lewis, who slept h’*ﬂ!ﬂﬁlbyhﬁi‘mﬂeﬂb&v’é
sy vesuined-tis journey early; and after making five miles, and finding that the
river still bore to the south, determited to' cross it in hopes of -wwmh'gt&
voute: for the first time therefore he waded across it, althongh there are

many places above the Falls where it might uwm'equw _

M about nivety yards ‘wide, thé eurrent rapid, and about ‘waist"
the bottom formed of smooth pebble with a small mixture of codrse gravel.
then continued along ‘the left bank of the river till sunset and encamped, aftér
travelling twenty-four miles. He met no fresh tracks of Indians. f'mhw
the valley are scattered the bones and excrement of the buffaloé of an old :
but there seems no hope of meeting the MWWW*
hmumdww ‘and ni ¢ trieKs of eIk and bear.
m.rmm

mmmmmmmmmmm
lence.of its flavour. In the low grounds wmmm*
formed of willow brush; mud, and

the water perfectly: some of ﬁmmwawrfmw ‘ﬂ
acren-of labl, 'trite vl Lo el diaul - ssgolaioy el i w e :
- In the meantime we pmidmwy Mmmd trong as te
“ﬁw&m | vith th

large and small islands, and the plain cut by gmmﬂm “’ _' .
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w which are multitudes of beaver. In the course of the day we passed some
villages of barking squirrels: we,saw. several rattlesnakes in-the plain; young
ducks, both of the duckon-mallard and redheaded fishing-duck species; some
geese; also the black woodpecker, and adarge herd of elk.  The chaunel, carrent,
banks, and general, appearance. of the river, are like that of yesterday. At
fonrteen and three-quarter miles we veached a rapid creek or-bayou, about
thirty yards wide, to which we gave the name of - Birth creek. After making
seventeen miles we. halted in a smeoth plain in & bend towards the left. . -
_Saturday, 3. . Captain Lewis continued his course along the river through the
vgllq which continued much asit was yesterday,except that it now widens to nearly
twelve miles: the plains too are more broken and have some scattered pine near
the mountains;. yh;e&exmhghuﬁnuhm In the level parts of the
ﬂqwmdﬂn river bottoms, there is no timber except small cotton-wood near
the wargin, and an undergrowth of narrow-leafed willow, small honeysuckle;
rosebushes, currants, serviceberry, and gooseberry, and a little of a small species
of birch; it is a finely indented oval, of a small size and a deep green colour;
the stem is simple, ascending and branching, and seldom rises higher than ten
or twelye fect. The mountains continue high on each side of the. valley, but
ir only covering is a small species of pitch-pine with a short leaf, growing on
dower and middle regions, while for some distance below the snowy tops,
neither timber nor herbage of any kind.  About eleven o’clock Drewyer-
ed a.doe on which they breakfasted, and after resting two hours continued
mmmmﬂaumm a low ground more extensive than
usual. mthwqfﬂha timber captain Lewss supposed that the
s e him, and therefore encamped with an intention of examining
:tmmm}ulg in the morning. He had now made twenty-three miles,
the latter part of which was for eight miles through a high plain, covered with
prickly pears, grass, which rendered the walking very inconvenient;
but even this, was better than the river bottoms we crossed in the evening, which,

danger of evary step. - rﬂmum of. these. low. Mm

ntain -mtmw ‘many feet deep apparently, as’
Al salts, . which we, have alceady mentioned on the Missouri,
, mydmmm&hwmbuvc,mdyﬂw
'-ﬂ- gﬂthmmm -uu.a JMWH
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4 “On setting out with the canoes. we found. mmm*mw
with islands, the carrent more rapid as well as shallower, so that in many places
they were obliged to man the canoes double, and drag them over the stone and
(R £ o chnasil;, Sgomnfer e vt o, gt Clarke. 9 N Jruliae

the large toes being turned inwards, and following it found that it led o the point
~of a bill, from which our camp of last night could be seen, . This, circumstance
mgﬁmmwwﬁwwlmwmmwwmw
plumedat‘thenghtofm. At two and a quarter miles, B&MOE
mabendtowardn the right, which ynns down from the mountains at a li
‘distance ; we called it Panther creek, from an animal of that kind killed by
nmbqﬁdd-atmmm Itupremd,ythemmmaleomontp,
Mofthe Unlted.Smea‘,and measured seven nnd shdf feetfmmﬁo
1pqultoﬁlqemtyoftheml Bix; : &u
Bmﬂhq‘ontheleﬁ,formad.b]thedrmmwhlchmuy melted
 from a mountain near it, under which the river passes, hmg thelwg;rm&
o;theﬁgbté:de and making several bends in its course. Onﬂmdnun,m
mylnpbeaverdams One mileabove it is a small run on the left, and affer
- ‘which begins a very bad rapid, wierqﬁequof&anmﬁm
ﬂpbdwck ﬂluwpmedmthemqqfsmﬂe,mdu_ ed on the lower
otthenmmdextm-y 2 umeﬁvufp ; )
mdurmgdmgrmnutdthdq Wopy
.eommon birds of the country. ls G e

Maﬂdhﬂngthevlﬂeymwhmb | travelk

entered another which bore east. f*r*’e;-,:f:
waqu« ir
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“whié vallies, retarned fo the more southern, m%ch fie had left:

this he foand a river about forty-five ‘yards wide, the water of which i.a .

“Whiitly bie tinge! With  génfle carrent, and a'gravelly bottom. This he waded

“aind Tt it Wwaist'deep. “He then coiitinued down it, €l at the distance of

, Hie saw the entrance of the small river he had just passed ;
¥ heé et on 'two iles lower down, he found the mouth of the creck he had

“Geen in"the’ morning. “Proceeding farther on three miles, l:eamhdatthe

mﬂwr'mh'hfe&r mhuawwcn rises from the south-west,

‘about twelve miles before it forms its junction, where it is fifty
Mﬂe"%ﬁe tiow found that our éamp of Tast night was about o mile and

! aﬂﬁv'gtﬂe “entrance of this lhrga river, on the right side. Thilis a bold,
apid, clear stream, But its bed is s much obstructed by gravelly bars, siid

s lfﬁ?v':aed"ﬂ“ lﬂnﬁds" that the navigation must be very insecure, if not impracti-

ﬁaﬂ . ‘i‘ﬂ” other, or miiddle stream, has about two-thirds its quantity of water,

el gen*ﬂe,anamayw%tymhm As far as it could be observed,

9 cg% was about sd&tb-irm,hutthe opening of the valley’ indlhoed him to

% Mﬁ-ﬂmrabove it “turnied more towards the west. Tts water is more

er ’tﬁ'an that of the other branch, whence it may be presumed

i sources at a ’Mmam&mum odssthatigh

”" “Under impression he left a note recommending %

‘Ee’&e Muam”eo&.ﬁmd his course dlong the rig

u r]ia In m: ld Bﬂinc"i xﬁerh‘tfalﬁzgtwentj I!

dion Twe whore Ebe river leaves the valley and enters the nwdi.'

T &f"  for the hight. "The country he passed s liké. that of

{heremmoreﬁmbermthiipu-tmﬁeﬁpﬁm
bm%the river in the same extent since we entered it} for

m some’ purts ofj ‘n?’e;i}f“ dia seemtohvedeumybdagtﬁt#nyom

: ttle’ g i'm&r‘wﬁ'-mn’gﬁmtothem He saw some

ol el o WALEALEL G TS ofﬁietwonpemes common to this
uc ?ﬁ.} eeﬂaulid uppnr mwkmwu
ver.

""f”“ o: ‘ﬂmﬁv miles we pmum ma..
both sides eight o’clock we stopped to-
il ‘u.a’ w"m ‘the 2d instant,

= ee small of the W
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vivod owl fod e

Mﬂl&mgbtmthw naoreum-%odﬂﬁew “Our ‘day's
jommey, though only fifteen mﬂn length, was very fatiguing Wn’iﬁ"ﬁ

still rapid and the water though clear is very much obstructed
at every two or. three hundred yards: at all these places we W%W
the canoes over the stones, as there is not a uﬁﬁeﬂ;&pﬂwfmm thens,
and in the other parts the current obliges us to’havt recourse to the cord. - But
a8 the brushwood on the banks will not permit us to walk on shore, we aré uides
the necessity of wading through the river as we drag the boats.  T'his ‘Soon 'makes
our; feet tender, and sometimes occasions severe falls oyer the slippery stones;
and the men by being constantly wet are becoming more feeble, Tn the course of
the day the hunters killed two deer, some geese and ducks, a.nd t,he partg saw
antelopes, cranes, beaver, and otter.

Monday, 5. This morning Chaboneau complained of bemg unable to march
fax to~day, and captain Lewis therefore otdered him and sergeaut Gass to pass

the rapid river and proceed throngh the level low ground, to a point of high
- timber on the middle fork, seven miles distant, and wait his return. ' He then
went along the north side of the rapid river about four miles, where he waded
ity and found it so rapid and shallow that it would be impossible to navigate it.
He continued along the left side for a mile and a half, when the mountains cane
close on the river, and rise toacmndgublehaghtwﬁhnpa;ﬁﬂéwmngof
snow. . From this place the course of the river was to ﬂleeast’af north,” After

ascending. with some difficulty a high point of the hie had 4 pleasing’
view of the valley he had passed, and which continued out t#anym
farther on each side of the mddlefm-k -eéqed o’ etiter the mouts
tains, and was lost to_the view. auecﬁoa however, e Ml u&ﬂﬁ*.
tmutetha.valley,uemh lowthnthn " of ‘the

‘ other
particularly. the rapid one, where they con’nqp rising in ¢ each other’

- asfar as the eye could reach. 'l‘hepleml our “‘&7}3“? e middle fork, ‘as”
ﬂqthtnfthegapwhehltﬁmm mm‘enngﬂwm

to the south of west ; circumstances which gave a décided” Wb this®
branch as our future route, - Captain Lema now descended th

mw.' Thm“nwmqﬂﬁ IE

1w pi 11 3 -3 " .-
,mﬁ"“‘r he thereloss”

: m Thowhanmaden
mhmapweuslw

camop. ltmnwﬁi.mdhe efor obliged to make
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she thicky brush of ¢ po.lpyhafed thorn and the prickly pear, for two houts
before. he, reached their camp. Here he was fortunate enough to find the
mqﬂme%wluch was lm only food during the march of twenty-five
miles to-day. ; He had seen no game of any sort except a few antelopes who
were very.shy. 'l}hqmloftheplammameagreclay.ofahghyeﬂowmlout.
mtermixed mﬂu large proportion of gravel, and producing nothing but twisted
oribearded grass, sedge and prickly pears. The drier parts of the low grounds
are also more indifferent in point of soil than thosé farther down the river, and
although they have but little grass, are covered with southern wood, pulpy~
leafed thorn, and prickly pears, while the moist parts are fertile, ‘and npphsd
with fine grass and sandrushes.
- ‘We passed within the first four and a quarter mllesﬂn'eemsllwhndt and
the same number of bad rapids, At the distance of three quarters of a mile is
another rapid of difficult passage : three miles and three quarters beyond this are
the forks of the riven, in reaching which we had two islands and several bayous
on different sides to pass. Here we had come nine miles and a quarter. 'The
river was straighter and more rapid than yesterday, the labour of the navigation
proportionally increased, and we therefore proceeded very slowly, as the feet of
several of the men were swollen, and all were languid with fatigue. We arrived
at the forks tbontfomodock,bﬂtunln&dy captain Lewis’s note had been lef¢
on a green. pole which the beaver had cut down and carried ' off with the notey
an accident which deprived us of -ﬂlnﬁrmhmutothechunbteroﬂbm
branches of the river. Observing therefore that the north-west fork was most in-
our, divection, and contained as much water as the other, we ascended it: we'
, found it extremely rapid, and its waters were scattered in such a maniner, ‘thas'
for.a quarter of a mile we were forced fo cut a passage through the willow brusl¥’
thatleaned over the little channels and united at the top. After going up it for'
amile we encamped on an island which had been overflowed, and was still so.
! n&ehsﬁdbmﬁhko@mmhuﬂnfﬁt

wet: that we were compel ﬁ"
m,,,m,'mwdmdwm had been mwu
LB AT )

m'ﬁ . aally lg"-;;'.'-_-'. 3y

ageeal Kt s 15l wou e i1 Jaia?



; 252
oing. down one, of the canoes upsety and, two: others, filled mwith  water, by,
I he baggege, was wetted, and severalaticlenirrsconerably lost- Asana
n round in  rapid current, Whitehouse was thrown out of her, and
m the canoe passed over him, and had. the water been two inches
hallower would have crushed him to pieces; but he escaped with 2. severe
br,nneofhm}eg In order to repair these misfortunes we hastened to the farks
whm-;ye were joined by captain Lewis, and then passed over, to the left side
Wtotheentranoe of the rapid fork, and encamped on a large gravelly,

bar, near which there was plenty of wood. Here we opened and exposed to dry all
the articles which had suffered from the water; none of them, were completely.

spoiled except a small keg of powder ; the rest of the powder, which was dis~
tributed in the different canoes was quite safe, although it had been under the
water upwards of an hour, The air is indeed so pure and dry. that. any wood~
work immediately shrinks unless it is kept flled with water ; but we had placed
our powder in small canisters of lead, each containing. powder. enough for the
qnqurwbenmeltad into bullets, undaemdwﬁhemkandmwhmhm
uppqrpooepa'fwﬂy _ i@ Fo Ba e g,

Captain Lewis had risen very early, and lumlg' noth:ngtout.m&mt
bnpyarwthewoodhndvonthe left in search of a;deer, and directed sergeant
Gass to keep along the middle branch to. mest us. if we, were. ascending, i,
He then set off with Chaboneaun towards the forks, but five miles above them,
mmgmm&eh&m&&emuuvemhMMnm
at the forks. ' s LR i i
" In the evening we killed three desr, wad. four. ol which, Sornished ve.onge.
more with a plentifal supply of meat. Shaunon, the same man,who.was lost
hh-ﬁrﬁftmm ‘was sent out this moming.to hout, up: the north-west

fork : when we decided on returning, Drewyer was, directed. to.go. inquest.of:
ﬂm.hthmnmdw mmwwmmw
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the 61 bed; and spread-into channels whichileave the low grounds covered
young grass, ‘resembling that of the adjoining lands, %ﬁ‘m‘h&eﬂol nundate ,

Whienow e vendily Fiifor thiat:thie supiply a8 iore pheBRHOUS ik that of the
branich, the mwmuwwmwmwtm
st fork 8 Called Wisdom Fivers -/ ¢ BP0 T SHAOW

Al soon as the baggage’ was' dﬂdd’ it was' reloaded ‘on board the boiis
but‘we now found! it so mach diminished, that we would be able topmcead with
dne ‘cantoe less. - We' therefore hauled up the superfluous one into a thicket
of Brosh where ‘we secured Her agdinst béing swept away by the high tide. ' At
ane’o’clock all Set out, except captain Lewis, who remained till the evening in
ofder to'compléte the ‘observation of equal altitudes : we passed several bends of
the river both to the right and left, as well as & number of bayous on both nded,
atid iade seven miiles by watér, though the distance by land is only three. 'We
tliett encamped on a creek which rises in a high mountain to the north-east, and
ﬁar‘pmmg through an open plain for several miles, dlﬁcharg‘es itself on the
Tefty Swhiere it is ‘a bold rumning stream’ twelve yards wide. We called it Turf
ereek, from the number of bogs and the quantity of tarf on its waters. 'fm the
eoursé of ‘the -afternoon ‘there fell a shower of rain attended with umn&urmg
Tightning, which lasted *about forty minutes, and' the weather raniiildd
cloudy ‘all night that ‘we ' were anable to take any lunar observations.

about Shannon; we sent R. Fields in search of hlmﬂiiamormng- bt w'olﬁ;e‘g
WW of either of them. - Qur only game to-day was one deer.

" Tharsday, 8. There was a heavy dew this morning. Having Teft aﬁeh
the carioes, there are now more men to spare forthe chace : and four were‘tms
. 6ut at an early hour; after which we proceeded. ' We made five miles by watet
along two islands and several'Bayous; but as the river formed seven ihﬁ‘ereﬁi
bends' towards' the “left; “the distance by land was only two miles south cﬁ
encanipment. At the énd of that course we reached the upper princ entrance
of a stream | whith we called Philanthropy river. Th:’ﬂﬁermptfﬁdﬂnio
the' Jefferson on the'south-eust side, by two channels a m&mm!e.ds
othet 5 front its side and its sduth-eastern course, we presume that it fises in
WMMMH‘h Madison. - Tt is thirty yard:

: -mw*mmmmsmmmwa. .
noon with‘information that he had gone up W
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above Philanthropy tiver by water, thongh only six by land.: Ehe river has in
use congtantly, we make a considerable distance, yet being obliged: to follow its
windings, at the end of the day, we find ourselves very little advanced. .on.eur
WM mwm MMMhﬂh:m mm
“w“s the nghb it -fhwcver sinch:mors goﬂle and dedp»thu bdmr Wia-
dom river, and its general width is from thirty-five to forty-five yards. - The
geueral appearance.of the surfounding country is that of & valley five orisix
miles wide, -enclosed between two high mountains. The bottom is rich, with
some small timber on the islands and along the river, which consists rather of
underbrush, and a few eottonwood, birch, and willow-trees. The high grounds
have some scattered pine, which just reli¢ve the general nakedness of the hills
and the plain, where there is nothing except grass. - Along the bottoms we saw
to~day @ considerable quantity of the buffaloe clover, the sunflower, flax, green
sward; thistle and several species of rye grass, some of which rise to the height
of three or four feet. There is also a grass with asoft smoeth leaf which rises
about. three feet high, and bears its seed very much-like the timothy, but it does
not grow luxariantly nor would it apparently answer so well in our meadows as
that plant. We preserved some of its seed, which' are; now ripe, in order .to
make the experiment. Qur game consisted of deer and antelope, and we saw.a
number of geese and dueks just beginning to fly, and some cranes. Among the
inferior animals we have an abundance of the large biting or hare fly, of which
which is green. = The green or blowing flies wmite with them in swarms
to attack us, and seem to have relieved the eye-gnats whe have mow disi'.
appeared.. The musquitoes too are in large quantities, but-not so ‘troublesome '
as they were below. Through the valley are scattered bogs,and some very good

turf, the earth of which the mud is composed is of a white or binish white :

colour, and seems to be argillaceous. On all the three rivers, but particularly dn
the Philanthropy, m-mwimmw At our
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which is-on & river beyond the mountains, aad renning to. the west. She
is therefore certain that we shall meet them either on thisriver, or on that
nmmediately west of its souree, which, judging from its present size, cannot be far
distant, Persuaded of the abselute necessity of procuring horses to cross the
mountaibs, it -was determined that one of us should proceed in the morning to
the head of the river, and penetrate the mountains till he found the Shoshonees
or some other mation who could assist us in trapsporting our.baggage, the
greater part of whu-h mmhaﬂvha mﬂeﬂ ln«lnnmthowllornﬂ of
horses. .+l v o et - rinedd aded g3 4oy, el
««Friday, 9. 'The mnmmg was fair and ﬁu. Wa nt oﬁuﬂn ad proceeded
on wvery well, though there  were more rapids in the river than yesterday. Af$
eight o’clock we haited for breakfast, part of which consisted of two fine geese
killed ‘before we stopped.  Here ' we were joined by Shannon for whose
safety we had been so uncasy. - The day on which he left us on his way up
Wisdom river, after hanting for some time and not secing the pacty amive, he
returned to/the place whete he had left @is. = Not finding us there he sapposed we
had passed him, and he therefore marched up the river during all the next day,
when he was convinced that we had not gone on, as the river was no longer
navigable.. He now followed the course of the river .down to the forks, and
then took  the branch which we are pursuing. During the three days of his.
absence; he had been much wearied with his mmumw;
and-brought the skins of three deer. = As far as he had nscended Wisdons river
it kept dts/ course ‘obliquely down towards the Jefferson. Immediately after.
breakfast;, captain Lewis took Drewyer, Shields and M‘Neal, and slinging their
kiapsacks they set out with a resolution to meet some nation of Indians before
they: returned; however long they might be separated from the party. He
divected ohis . course across the low ground to the plain on the right, leaving
the Beaver's-headiabout twe miles to the left. = After walking eight miles to the -
river; which they.waded, they went on to a commanding point from which he
saw the place at wisieh it enters the mountain, but as the distance would not per-
renching it this: eveningy he descended towards the viver, and after
4 -eightmiles further, encamped for the evening some miles helow the
wmp-l ‘before reaching their camp a hapdsome little stream .
formed by seme large springs which rise in the wide bottom on the left.
of the river, hﬁaﬁvﬂy,tlﬁyﬂodm antelopes, and. took  with

.
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weather became overcast towards evening, and we experienced:a slight
aitendedwith thundertund lightoing, - The thres hunters who were seat
«only two antalopes ; game of every kind being searge. . 711 © i e 0

¥ Wum Captain, Lewis continued his ronte at an.early hour through
the wide bottom along the left bank of the river. - At about five miles he passed
o large creck, and)they fell into,an Indian voad leading,tawards the, peint where
the river, entered the mountain. This he followed. tili he reached a. high
perpendicular cliff of rocks where the river makes its passage through the hills,
and which he called the Rattlesnake cliff, from the number of that animal which
he, saw. there ; here be kindled » fire and waited the return of Drewyer, who
been sent;out,on the Way fo kil a deer : he came hack about noon with the

of three deer ‘and the flesh of orie of the best of them. —Afterashasty
dinner they returned to the Indian road which they. had leftifor a short distance
to;see the cliff, It led them sometimes over the hills, sometimes in. the narrow
Wﬂwnmﬁﬂl at. the distance of. fifteen miles from the Rattlesnake
liffs they reached a handsome open;and. levei valley, where ﬂwnmm
-wmmum branches. The mountains over which they
ﬁmmf&nmmw‘ mﬂ m:mm dxle rigameid:
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adl ‘road 'he concluded to tak m'mm W
p-usammn 'rns*mdyome wew ﬁ‘mm&b T

bears a little to thie orth of West, and is confiied m ‘the “§pace of about
mile in width, by rongh mountains and mﬁ*m’ At'the distatics o
four and a half miles it opens into a beantiful and extetisive plam about ton tife
long ‘and five or ‘six in width : this is sarrounded on mwﬂeﬁﬁy‘ﬁgﬁeﬂﬂhgor
waving cotntry, intersected by several little rivulets from the mountains, each
bordered by its wide meadows.  The whole prospect is ‘bounded by ‘these
mountains, which nearly surround it, so as to form a beautiful cove about sixteen
w wiiles in ‘diameter. On enitering ‘this cove the river bends to the
“dnd Vathes the ‘Foot of the Kills to the right. = At this place zﬁsy
Nalted for the night ot the right side of the river, and Having lighted a fire of
ary willow bush, the otily fiiel which the country affords, mpped‘ on' a deer.
Thiéy had’ travelled' t6:day thirty miles By estimate ! that is ten to the Rattle”
srinke CHff, fifteen to the forks of Jefferson river, und five to their encimpinent.
it tliis ‘cove some parts of the low grounds ‘are tolerably fertile, but much the
greater pr 'i# covered with prickly pear, sedge, twisted grass, the pulpy
Jéafed thorn, southern-wood, and wild duge ‘aiid like the uplands have a very
mferior !!o‘ﬂ'” 'Hese last bhave little miore than the prickly pear and the twisted
of bedrded grass, nor dre theré in the whole cove more than three or four cotton-
~Wood trées, nid those are small. At the apparent extremity of the bottom above,
dﬂ&"tﬁaht' tén miles to the westward, are two perpendicular clifls rising to &

M height on éach side of the rn‘ér ‘and at this distance seem mfe a
&4 yul aostl b0 albee QU GG B s gu hae s i¥i %}

“ﬁrum Mﬁmﬁ‘h&,mdfwﬁdtﬁ! Fiver 86658
%M’w‘ﬂamw crooked, and so shallow

' ‘&e" % over many Hpplés 1 the” coursé of thé
mile wmw‘m'ﬁe ﬁd”ﬁ. ihdtﬁb
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ah mww*mm»wﬁem
-dmmmnthmm We had now come
‘were ouly four on our route towards the mountains, The
declining, for our bunters procured only a single deer,
-noﬂlprfornltblbdbeonkmed ﬂpuduabefonbgmof
*m&mnclnemmndbﬁforumth&mm _
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CHAP. XIV.

J oy

cm.mw LEWIS noenm BEFORE THE MAIN BODY IN sxancn or THE mosuonns
—IM18 ILL SUCCESS ON 'rnl FIRST INTERVIEW —THE PARTY WITH CAPTAIN LEWIS
" AT LENGTH DISCOVER THE SOURCE OF THE MISSOURI—CAPTAIN CLARKE WITH THE
MAIN BODY STILL EMPLOYED IN ASCENDING THE MISSOURI OR JEFFERSON RIVER
~—CAPTAIN LEWIS'S SECOND INTERVIEW WITH THE SHOSHONEES ATTENDED WITH
SUCCESS—THE Im'mixsuna CEREMONIES OF HIS FIRST INTRODUCTION TO THE
:u'nvn, DETAILED AT LARGE—THEIR HOSPH'ALITY—JI'HB!R MODE OF lwmlm
THE AHT!LDPB—TH! DIFFICULTIES xncouurxun BY CAPTAIN CLARKE AND THE
MAIN mr IN ASCENDING THE RIVER—THE SUSPICIONS ENTERTAINED OF CAPTAIN
LEWIS MY THE SHOSHONEES, AND HIS MODE OF ALLAYING THEM—THE RAVENOUS
APPETITES OF THE SAVAGES ILLUSTRATED BY A SINGULAR ADVENTURE—THE IN-
DIANS STILL JEALOUS, AND THE GREAT PAINS TAKEN BY CAPTAIN LEWIS TO PRE-
ERVE THEIR CONFIDENCE—CAPTAIN CLARKE ARRIVES WITH THE MAIN BODY EX-

USTED BY THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH THEY UNDERWENT. ' '

Sonpay, August 11. Caprary Lewis again proceeded on early, but had.
the mortification to find that the track which he followed yesterday soon dis-
- He determined therefore to go on to the narrow gate or pass of the

river which he had seen from the camp, in hopes of being able to recover the

Indian path.  For this purpose he waded across the river, which was now about
twelve yards wide, and barred in several places by the dams of the beaver, and
then went straight forward to the pass, sending one man along the river to his
left, and another on the right, with orders to search for the road, and if they
found it to let him know by raising a hat on the muzzle of their guns. In this
order they went along for about five miles, when captain Lewis perceived with
Waﬂ on horseback at the distance of two miles coming
mm ‘On examining him with the glass, captain Lewig!

Ma“%mmthMM
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he was armed with a bow and a quiver of arrows ' mounted on an-elégant horse
without @ saddle, and -a small string attached to the under jaw answered as'a
bridle. |Convinced that he was a Shoshonee, and knowing how ' mauch of our
success depended on the friendly offices of that nusion, weaptain Lwis was full of
anxiety to approach without alarming him; dnd endeavour to convince him that
he was asswhite man.  'He therefore proceeded lon ‘towards the Trididn at his
ustial ‘pace, when they were within ' wmile of each other the Indian suddenly
stopt, captain Lewis immediately followed  his example, took his blanket from
his khapsack, and holding it with both hands at the twe corners; threw it above -
his head and unfolded it as he brought itito thesground as if in 'the act of spréad-
ingit. . This signal which ‘eriginates in the practice of spreading a robe or a'
skiny as a seat for guests to whoni they wish toshow .amgmm kindness, is
the/ mniyersal sign. of friendship among| thg ‘Fndians on the Missouri and’ the’
Rogky mowntains. - - As usual;, coptain, Lewis repeated; this signal three times -
stil the: ndian kept his ;position, and looked with amsir of suspicion on: Drewyer
and Shields: who were now advancing on each side. - Captain Liewis was afraid
to'ihake any signal for them to ialt, lest he should incrense the suspicions of the
Indinp; wha began to be uneasy, and they were foo distant to heat his voice.
He, therefore, took from his pack some beads, & looking-glass and a few trinkets,
which be had brought for the purpose, and-leaving his gun advanced unarmed-
towatrds the Indian.  He temained in the same position till ‘captain Lewis'came
withiin two bundred yards of him, when he turned his Horse, and' began to'meve '
off slowly ; ‘captain Lewis then colled out to him, in Mmmwuwm
repeating the word, tabba bone} which in the Shoshonee language thenns

man; but looking over his shoulder the Indian kept his eyes on' Dréwyer and- .
Shields, who were still advancing, without recollecting the imprapriety ‘of doing -
so-atsuch & moment, till captain Lewis made a 'signal to them o /halt » this
Drewyer obeyed, but Shields-did not observe it, and still went forward s seeing
anyu:h:ltlholnglnw his iomabout as tf'ﬁmwizfd'ww
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teack of the. horse, :which- they hoped might leid them' to the camp dwi
Tndimn. who had. fled, or if he had'given the alarm o any small party, their track
might conduct . them to the body of the nation. They now fixed a small flag of
theUnited States on a pole, which. was carried by one of the men as 2 signal of
their fridnd)y intentions, should the Indiauns observé them as théy were advancing,
‘Thesroute lay across an island formed by a nearly eqaal division-of 'the creek in
thie hicittom ;- after reaching the open grounds on the right side of ‘the creek, the
teack turned towards some high hills about three milés distant. Presuming. that
~_ the Indian, catwp might be-among these hills, and that by advancing hastily he
the creek, bad u fire made of willow' brush, and took' breakfast. -At!the same:
titne he prepared a small assortment of beads, trinkets, awlq,;snmerplmbmd‘b
looking-glnss, and placed thetfi on d pole near the firé, in orded that if the;
Indians MMMMVM the party were white mm-ﬁﬁm
Whilst anaking these (prepaiations a-very heavy shower of raiu and hail cathe
on, anid- wet theni to the skin : in about twenty winutes it was over, and captain
Lewis then repewed his pursuit, but, as the rain had made the grass which.the:
horse shad trodden down rise again, bis track, conld with difficulty be distin-!
guished, . -As: they went - along ' they, passed-several places where the. Indliaus
seeménd.to have been digging roots to-day, and saw the fresh track of eight or.
tewhorsca; biat, they-had: been wandering shout in so-confused a manner that he-
'MMM&WM&M -and. at last, ‘after pursuing it about four.
; the wafley.to the left-wnder the foot of the hills, he lost the track of
the ndian: . Near the head of the valley they had passed a large bog
‘ mmﬁm and. tall grass, among which wére: several springs of pure.
*mmwﬂnﬁﬁl&wm left along the foot of the high hills,
angireachgd-a small creek, where! they encamped for the night, having made
abont. twenty miles, though not ﬁanmrmmmm ﬁom zhump
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plains, and with a skin in which black,. reddish browny; and yellow,
arionsly,intermixed. . O the creck of the Columbia they fowrd s upscies
%nrmimm £33 Bigh,an oot ok b Diogurts thenh e
wnm ndet disk of which is covered,with a hairy.
pubescence, is twice s large.. The fouit is of the ordinary size aud shaps of the:
mg Mmed, in the m»ﬂru bﬂﬁl’ Of WPMWM
Mﬂ\ﬁr"ﬂ Hagour, , ey b 1 lastro 1ok b & Wed
Ve on in, the beats, hut as ﬂm river, nuwwMﬁ#
themavigation is extremely difficult, and the men who arg almost constantly in.
the water are getting feeble and sore, and so much wora, down by, fatigue. dhint:
they gee_very anxious fo commence  travelling by land, We went along the:
main chanpel, which is on the wight side,eand afier passing nine bends!in that
dipection, thrge islands and a number of, bayous, reached at the distance:of five:
apd. ®, balf miles the upper point of a largeisland: | At noon there wasa storml
of thunder  which. continued about, half au hionr ; afler which we procebdeds but:
ag,it. was necessary to drag the canoes over theshoals and igapids, imade bat..
ligtle progress. On leaving. the island we passed @ mumber of shert bends,
several bayous, and one run of water on the right side, and having gone by
fonr small and two large islands, encamped on a smeoth plain to the left, neara’
few cottonwood trees: our journey by water was. just:twelve miles, and fourin:
a direct live. nmmllnilﬁdadl with theee deerand afawn v o
,Tuesday, 18, Very eady in.the morning captain Lewis resumed the Indian:
, fﬂn'hﬂhhﬂ him in a western direction, through an open broken: country;:
on the left- was a deep valley at the foot of a high range of mountains. rannifg’ -
from south-east to north-west, with their sides betten clad, with timber than the’
hills to, which we had been for some time accustomed, and their tops covered;
in, part with.spow. At five miles distance, after follawihyg the leng deseent of/
another valley, he reached a ereek, abopt:ten yards wide; and bn gising the:
hill beyond it,had a view of a handdome little valley on the Jeft, cdbolitoa milels
mﬁthl himgi which they judged, WMMM.
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several sinall hrown seeds arly scattered Wﬁy&nf _
fﬁ‘ﬂoﬂﬁipﬁﬂe id donbw o Pl}:’ F 1 !ﬂin Do 2atisi g 94 o Haw

' Phey proceeded along Hvamg phain parslicl to \!rbmley for abott fonr
siiles; whei dhey diseovered two women, & mi abd Somie dbgmanéuﬂﬂm .
at the’ distamee of a mile before them. Theﬂrang&sﬁmt viewed them a
rently with much attention for a few miun;es. and thén two of them sat do
as if to await captain Lewis's arrival,  He went on till he reached within abott
bhalf a mile, then ordered his party to stop, put down his knapsack and #iflé;
and unfurling the flag advanced alone towards the Indians. The ﬂmﬂleh“oon
vetreated behind the hill, but the man remained till' captain Lewis cafie within
a handred yards of him, when he too went off, thongh captain Lewis called
out tabba bone! loud enough te be heard distinctly. He hastened to the fop’
of the  hill; but they had all disappeared. The dogs however were less shy,’
and came close to him ; he therefore thought of ‘tying a handkerchief with some
beads round their necks; and then let them loose to convince the fugitives of kis
feiendly  disposition, but they would not suffer him to take hold'of them; and’
soon deft him. He now made a signal to the men, who joined him, and then'
all followed the track of the Indinns, which led along a coatinuation of the
same road they Had been already travelling. = It was dusty and seemed to liave’
been much’ used lately, both by foot passengers and horsemen. They had not’
gone alongrit more thana mile when on asudden they saw three female Indians,
from whom they had' been concealed by tlic deep ravines which intersected the
road, till they were now. within thirty paces of each other ; one of them, a young
woman, immediately took to flight, the other two, an elderly woman and ‘s
- litdlengirl, seeing we ‘were too near for them to escape, sat on the ground, and>
helding down:their heads seemed as if reconciled to the death which they syp-'
posed. awaited: them. . T'he sante. habit of holding dewn the head and inviting
the enemy to strike; when all chance of escape is gone, is preserved in Egypt
h@":dl’..nwwhtﬂyﬁwdmrhil rifle, and advancing towards
them, took the woman by tiid hand, vaised her up, and repeated the words taljba
bone! at the same time. stripping up his shirt sleeve to prove that he was a
MJ@M hnbiuﬂﬁwb ‘had bebbnm b} mmm a:pum qmtm as
ww m apmlmﬁ gnowmaw
few: awls, pewter. mirrors, and a little - paint, and told Drewyer to;request the -
m&mm bad escaped to some distance; and by
_ } ight cause them to ‘attack him- without any time for .
| mﬁduﬁemd‘nﬂd. and ﬁeymgmuﬁm{m
i MM )
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hyreatl m Iawugavehermequd
“h of all three of them with v nilion, a ce
Shoshonees is emblematic of peace. A&artlle] h
g tqubg of his mdxtogotothelreampmo
! d warriors ; tbey rendr]y obeyed, and comiucted the party g - the i‘h‘
the river. In this way they marched twomﬂes ‘when ‘they lnet“é
ni' nearly sixty warriors mounted on excellent horses riding n‘t full s
mrds them, As they advanced captain Lewis pu’t down ins gun, and went
w:th the flag about fifty paces in advance. The chief, who, vntb two men, was
ndmg in front of the mmMy, spoke to the women, who now explained that
the party was composed of white men, and showed exnfhngly the presents‘!hey
had received, The three men immediately leaped from their horses, 't‘:anlle up
to qghm Lewis and embraced him with great cordiality, puﬁmg their 1
his right shoulder and clasping | his back, applying at the same time ﬂi’éii'
}th eheek to his, and frequently vociferating ah hie' ah hie! “! am “much
, T am much rejoiced.” 'The whole body of warriors vow came forward,
pnd d\n‘ men received the ea.ressu,andnosmaﬂshareof the g-reueandpuint
of their new friends. After this fraternal embrace, of which the ‘motive was
meb more ngreea.ble than the manner, captain Lewis lighted a plpe and offered
to the Indians, who had now seated themselves in a circle mund the par*y
t before they would receive this mark of friendship they pulled oﬂ"ﬂ:mmoq.
mnq. a custom, as we aﬂ;e‘i-wmis learnt, which indicates thelna-gd’ sincerity
dtharpmfemomwb&n theyunol:emthnnhuger, and which imprecs “‘oi
themselves the misery of going barefoot_for ¢ ever i'!'ﬂky are faithless to their
words, a penalty by no means ght toﬂ:uevhomn over'ﬂmﬂtprn{ ﬂaim‘&‘
their_country. Itnnotmorﬂ:ytomrk, which
customs _of tbonﬂdd:ﬂ&mnoftliewiﬂerﬁlburht sse recorded in b
mﬂ" ﬁmu ldmmﬂd tapnll‘tﬂ!‘Imull!oelﬁrﬁo“'L 'éii%‘&'h ‘"é#od
was holy ground. Why this was enjoined as an act =
gﬁba' nwﬁmﬁemﬁahnﬂnmd f :
are ﬁmmdednmdeeme(latestofﬂn sincerity of de

aaaaaa
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now put ?ﬂlﬁ! ins andthexrchnef whoa?nmequmhw
% d,phprt speech to the warriors, Captamﬁw;a then gn’ye!nmths
%:mix he mformed jum mamongwlmementheemblemofpeaca. tuém
that be. had received it was to be in future tbehondofumanbetwenthen
'.thecluef then povetl on, our party followed huq, and the rﬂtoftbe warriors
n a sqnupdmn, brought up the rear. After marchmga mile they were halted
by the chief, who made a second harangue, on which six or eight young men
rode forward to their camp, and no further regularity was observed in thie order
of march. At the distance of four miles from where they had first met, they
mpbed the Indmn camp, which was in a handsome level mxeadow on the bank
of the river. Here they were introduced into an old leathern lodge, which the
young men who had been sent from the party had fitted up for their reception.
After being seated on green boughs and anfelope skins, one of the warriors
pul,led up the grass in the centre of the lodge so utofomavmntmﬁlho&'
two. feet diameter, in which he kindled a fire. The chief Mprodﬁmdﬁs
pipe and tobacco, the warriors all pulled off theic moccasins, mdmpu-tywp
reqneqted to take off their own. This being done, the chief l:glptedhls pipe at
the fire wnhmj.he magic cirele, lndthenmh’eahngfromlt bagmaﬂpeeeh_
qualmmutulong. at the e ofwh:ehhepomtedtbemtowuﬁshkm-
cardinal points of the heavens, ing with the east and concluding with the
qorth. er. this cemyhmmhﬂtho stem in the same way to captain
I,ewn, whomppqdngntmmvmmtonmph,ptouthhmdhmuth
pipe, but the chief drew it back, and continued 1o repeat the same offer three
uqﬁaﬁ#pbchhepomedﬁwmﬁmwthe heam,thentotheoantmdf
litdle_cire t.p& three whiffs himself, and presented it again {6 captain
"indi hﬁoﬂ'erwasmgoodmest, he smoked a little; the
then he ldl:o?mhofthe thite men, and after they bad taken a few
to th I is pipe was made of a dense transparént

"nmgmmhoumthtbom A small piece

| "l,ei" > bowl to separate the tobacco from
an irreg ’l‘ymmxlligﬁre.mtﬂ&gﬁa

m&'amywﬂw

T 1§iq$’fu ce Mands
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jgﬁa,mqn qnﬂ children of the camp had gatheved aronnd the lodge to'
in_a view of the fiyst. white men they bad ever seen, he distrilivtéd
W Wlth" remainder of the small articles he had brought . mq:. bim. o It
was now late in the afternoon, aud our party had tasted no food singe the night/
ore. - On apprising the chief of this circumstance, be said that Le had notbing:
bﬂt Pﬁ[m to eat, and presented some cakes made of servicaberny and.chakes
“which had been dried in the sun. ‘On, these captain, Lewis. made a
l\etrty meal, and then walked down towards the river ; he found it a rapid clear
stream forty yards wide and three feet deep : - the hanks were low and abropt,
l.\kethoae of the upper part of the Missouri, and the bed formed of loose stoues
and gravel. Its course, as far as he could observe it, was a little to the north of
west, and was bounded on each side by a range of high mountains, ;of which
d:meontheeutmthelowest and most distant from, the river, . .. . 4.
" 'i‘he chief informed him that this strexm discharged itself at the distance qf
bﬂ‘ aﬂnysmmh, into another oi' twice its size, coming from the south-west ;
but added, on further inquiry, that there was scarcely more. timber helow.the
junction of those rivers than in this neighbourhood, and that the river was rocky,
rapid, a and so closely confined hetween bigh mouutains, that it was impossible to
pppdown )t. eu‘-ber by land or water to the great lake, where as hie had under=
atooa the wlute men lived. This information was far from being satisfactorys;
fotthm vaanqumberhmtbnt would answer the purpose of building, canoes;
not more than just sufficient for fuel, and even that consisted of the
narrow-leafed cottonwood, the red and the narrow-leafed willow; the choke-
«#pm serviceberry, and a few currant bushes such as are common on the Mis
The prospect; of going on by land is more pleasant ;. for there ave, great -
smbm of horses feeding in every direction xound the camp, whichwill enable
mip\mmnwmﬁm r the mountains, Captain Lewis
returaed from. the river to  his ~on his. way an. Indian  ins
_' hw into his bower and gave. hm o swall, morse), of. boiled antelope
s, piece, of fresh. salmon roasted.. . This, was the, firsh. salmons he hasd
-and perfectly satisfied him that he was now mmw
5.9% Eﬂﬁ‘“s this Mﬁ he mnd.— is. convers :

m‘; weraumedmt&hﬂlmdm lnddndﬂ& W*”
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had sthall fasils, such ‘us ate farnished by the NorthZwest ‘Company traders, #nd
which they-hd obtained from the Indians on the Yellowstone, with whom they
ave now at peuce. © They had reason to dread the approach of the Palikees, who
lind attacked: thiem ' iw the course of this spring and totally défeated thein.  On
this occasion tweénty of their warriors were eithér killed or' made prisoriers, and
they lost: their wholé eamp, except the leathern lodge which they had fitted up
for s, ‘and were now Gbliged to live in huts of a conical figure made with willoss
brash, The music und dancing, whick Was fu'fio respect different from those of
the Missoari “Indiats, “coftinted nearly all night ; but captain Lewis rétitéd to
rést about twelve o'élock, when thé fatiguesof the day enabled him s& aleeiif.hou‘g‘lt
h! was awaked séveral'times by the yells of the dahcers. =" :

. 'WWhilst all these things were occarring to captain Lewis we weré sﬁ'ﬂy
laboriously ascendifig: the river: ‘For’ the Hitst  two and' & half milds Wwe wen
along the island ‘opposite to which we' encatiped hist evening, and soon ré
a second island, béhind which comes in ‘a small creek on the left sidé of the river,
Tt rises in the motntains to the east, and forms'a handsome valley for me‘inffé‘}
from its mouth, where it is a bold runniiig stream, about seven yards wide:
we called it MNeal's creck; after Hugh MNeal one of our party. Just above
this stream, and at the distance of four miles ﬂ'em’onr‘eam apointof lime:
stone rock on the right, about sevetity feet high, forming a ‘cliff over the river.
From tha top of it the Beaver-head bore north 24° east, twelve miles distant,
the course of Wisdom river, fhat is, the direction’of its valley throgh the moun-
tains, is north 25" west, while ‘the gap, through which the Jefferson enters the
motintains; is ten miles above us, on a coursé south 18° west. Mtptm
- stona rock we proceeded along- several iskinds, ‘on- both sides, and after
mm’muww«mmmwwm “to which
we encamped in a° smooth level , near a few cottonwood trees ; but were
ohligdbo hactbhe ey, witlowteabh-for el  The tiver i sll very ‘looksd the
bends short and abrupt; aiid obstructed by s0 many shoals, over which the canves
were 1o b dragged;' that. the meni were' i the mqw*méq
Thiey saw nambers of otter, some beaver, ‘antelopes,  ducks, goest,

iy e

- ‘m'm o 4 'aa,nu:- b ‘l‘ﬂ" pdipl "*’“‘“"
_ ive tin *mmwﬂwﬁ.




‘butaJittle ot and parched meal, with the berriex of the Indians, he sent ot
Drewyer and Shields, who borrowed horses fronythie natives, to hunt for a few
hours. About the same time the young warriors set out for the same ‘purpose.
There.are but few clk or black-tailed deer in this ncighbourhood, und s the
- common red-deer secrete themselves in the bushes when alarmed, they' are soon
nﬁ;:fui hm ‘which are but feeble weapons ‘against any animals which
the huntsmen cannot previously run down with their herses. - The chief game
of the Sheshonees, therefore, is the antelope, which when pursued vetreats to the
‘open plains, where the horses have full room for the” chase.  But such is its
extraordinary fleetness and wind, that a single horse has no chance of vutranning
it, or tiring it down; and the hunters are therefore obliged to resort to '
About twenty Indians, mounted on fine horses, and armed with bows and
arrows; left the camp; in a- short time they descried a herd of antelopes : they
immediately separated into little squads of fwe or three, and formed a scattered
circle round the herd for five or six miles, keeping at a wary distance, 5o 88 not
to alarm them till they were perfectly eunclosed, and usually sclecting some
commanding eminence as a stand; Having gained their positions, a small party
rode towards the herd, and with wonderful dexterity the huntsman preserved
his seat, and the horse his footing, as he Tan at full speed over the hills, and down
stripped by the antelopes, which, on gaining the ether extremity of the eircle;
were driven back and pursued by the fresh hunters. Theyturned and flew,
rather than ran, in amother direction; but there too, they found new enemies.
In this way they were alternately puarsaed backwards and forwards, till at
tength, notwithstanding the skill of the hunters, they all eseaped; and the party
after running for two hours retarned without having caught nuything, and their
horses foaming with sweat. This chase, the greater part of ' which was seen
from the camp, formed a beautiful seene;. but to ‘the hunters is exceedingly
laborious and so unproductive; even ‘when they are able %o  worry ' the" arinval
down and shoot him, mwwwwww
half a day without obtaining more than two or three antelopes: - Soon after they
returned, our two huntsmen came in with no- better  success:. ' Captain Lewis
therefore made a little puste with the flower; and the addition of somé berries
formed a very pulatable repast. Having now secured the goodewill of CutiieaHs
wait, captain Lewis informed him of his wish 'that he would speak to the
warriors and endeavour to enguge me
Jefferson river, where by this time amother chief, with
“mm mmwm
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horses to. transport the merchandize; that they should be well rewarded for
their tronble; and that when all the party should have reached the Shoshonee
camp, they would remain some time among them, and trade for horses as well
mm plans for farnishing them in futare with regular supplies of merchan-
He readily consented to do so, and after collecting the tribe together he
muh uhlphnngm,zmﬂ in-about an hour and whﬁmd,udb!dm
Lewis that he would be ready to accompany bim in the morning.
< As the early part of the day was coldy and the men stiff and - m‘ﬁul!thev
fatigues of yesterday, we did not set out till seven o'clock. At the distance of-
amile we passed a bold stream on the right, which comes from a snowy mountain
1o the north, and.its entranee is four yards wide, and three feet in depth:
we called it Track creek: at six miles further we reached another stream which
heads in some spririgs.at the foot of -the. mountains en the left. After passing a
number of bayous and smallislands on' each side, we encamped about half a mile
by land below-the Ratélesnake cliffs;! The river was cold; shallow, and as it
approached the mountains formed one continued rapid, over which we were
obliged to drag the boats with great labour and difficulty. By using eonstant
exertions we succeeded in making fourteen miles, but thisdistance did not carry
us more than six and a haif in a straight line : several of the men'have received
wounds and lamed themselves in hauling the boats over the stones. The hunters
m“«ﬁ!h.iﬂllﬁe.dwnndmnmm Jioiliw - anolsiae sy gl h-’,«v!ﬂ!'ﬂ_{
v~ Pbursday, 156.  Captain Lewis ros¢ early,and having eaten nothing yesterday
except-his-seanty meal of flower and. berries, felt the inconveniences of extreme
hunger. ' On inquiry he found that his whole stock of provisions consisted-of two
* poundsof flour. Fhis he ordered to be divided into/ two equal parts; and -one
half-of it boiled with the berrics into a sort of pudding; and after presenting a
large -share go the chief, he and his three men breakfasted on the remainder.
Qameahwait was; delightéd at this new dish, he took a little of the flour in his
hand; tasted and examived itvery narrowly, asking if it was made of roots;
captuin Lewis| explained the process of preparing it, and he said it was the best

Wbﬁwawh AHLS Lovons 5 f e andoe Juosl vl s e
‘Aliis being finished, captain Lewis now Mnmmm

of the Indians who! still, hesitate, -and seemed reluctant ‘to move, although
the chief addressed them twice for the purpose of urging them: on inquiring
the reason, Camieahswai told: him that some foolish person had suggested that
* he wasin-league with their enemies the Pahkees, and bad come ouly to draw
them into ambuseades bot. that he. himself did not belicve it: captain Lewis
 he koew. the suspicious temper of the Indians,
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WMMMQmMaquﬁmh “and saw
“Wmeﬁmmwmﬂqum*mm

ise. Assuming therfore a serious wir, he told the chief that he was
qutberplaud so little confidence in him, but that he pardoned their
suspicions, because they were ignorant of the character of white men, among
whom it was disgraceful to lie and entrap even an enemy by falsehood; that if
MmtmuedtoMﬂnnnMyduﬂ:qqh—hmdnvﬁh“
Mﬂﬂ\'ﬂ' come to supply them with arms and merchandize; that there was
-at this moment a party of white men waiting to trade with them at the forks
of the river; and that if the greater part of the tribe entertained any suspicion,
‘he hoped there were still among them. some who were men, who would go and
paqwnlhthuroneyuthemw of what he said, and who, even if there was
‘any danger, were not afraid to die. To doubt the courage of an Indian is to
touch the tenderest string of his mind, and the surest way to rouse him to any
-dangerous achievement. Cameahwait instantly replied, that he was not afraid
to die, and mounting his horse, for the third time harangued the warriors: he
told them that he was resolved to go if he went alone,orif he were sure of
perishing; that he hoped there were amoug those who heard him some who
‘were not afraid to die, and who would prove. it by mounting their horses and
following him. This barangue produced an effect on six or eight only of the
warriors, who now joined their chief. ~With. these. captain Lewis smoked a
Ppipe, and then, fearful of some change in their capricious temper, set out immedi-
ately, It was about twelve o’'clock when his small party left the eamp, attended
by Cameahwait and the eight warriors: their departure seemed to spread a
gloom over the village; those who would not venture to go were sullen and °
‘melancholy, and the women were agwﬂm;ﬁomwb
protect their warriors as if they were geing to certain i the
Avavering inconstancy of these savages, that captain Lewis's party. ‘*M
%Mwmpmeﬁqmmdnmmﬂw
creek which they had passed on the morning. drlhusm-“nﬁr“
Wn,,mdanumberof women had overtaken them, and had changed from
the, ill. tempe ‘whnhﬁqmmw-whw
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