rugged comntry-affords them but few articles to exchange for it. “Here they
remained for about an hour, and on setting out, by engaging' to pay four of the
pasty, captain Lewis obtained permission for himself and each of his mer to ride
behind an Indian ;: but he soon found riding without wmwmﬁ than
walking; and thérefore dismounted, making the Indian carry his pack. ~About
sunsét they reached the upper part of the level valley, in the cove through
which he-had passed, and which they now called Shoshonee cove. The grass
being bufnt on the north side of the: ¥iver they crossed over to the south, and
ericamped about four milés-above the narrow pass between the hills, noticed as
they traversed the cove before. The river was lere about six jaﬁh“wﬂoi“
frequently dammed up by the béaver. Drewser had beeh sent forward to hus
but he retumed in thoevening mnsuecessfl, and their only supper therefore was
the remaining pound of flour ‘stirred in a litﬂe‘w, m&theh Mﬁg
the: four white-men-and two-of the'Indians,; 11 1 oo sl e
" - In order not to.exhaust the strength oﬂlﬁi’iﬁen eaptﬁn Clarke did niot Teave
his camp till after breakfast. - Although he' was scarcely half ‘a milé below the
Rattlesnake cliffs, he ‘was obliged to make a circait of two named by water befora
he reached them.  The river now prassed between low and uéuhmni
and cliffs formed of a wixture of imestone and a hard black rock
exeept a few scattered pines. Wum 4 bold Htllé
which throws itself from the mountains down a steep précipice of rocks on Tﬂ:e
left. - One mile further is'a second point of rocks, @nd au istand, about a1
begond: which is a creek on thevight, téii yards wide'ind thrée feet three inches
in depth; with a strong current: we calléd it ‘Willard's creek after oﬁé"‘&r’ohr
- men, Alexander Willard:~ Phreé il beyond this creek, after passing
eliff om the right q»m-ebw steep hill; we reached a'small meadow on the left
hank-  Duvitig its passage thirough ‘these hills to Willdrd’s creek the
river ad ‘thayi usnal, seo that in the first slfmi!éb% Willard's
mmmmwwsw /"W ‘contintie %P&w’
meammamim dad’a
fewy-edttonwdod  trees: here “we ‘passed ‘the wight heir the remains of some ol
Lidian dod gres of brushi "The river is 65 mmmda‘wiwam ‘an
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wmtﬁ a pemlmrly bitter taste, pmeodingm M&W
ﬂ’aﬁmnw

Fh-id-.y, 16. Lsneﬂhe? our party nor the h&nhdayﬂngtont,
uplulbemmt two of his hunters a-head this morning to procure some
provision : at the same time he requested Cameahwait to prevent his young
wien from going out, lest by their noise they might alarm the game; but this
measure immediately revived their suspicions. ‘It now-began to be believed that
these men were sent forward in order to apprize the enemy of their coming, and
" as captain Lewis was fearful of exciting any further uneasiness, he made no
objection on seeing a small party of Indians go on each side of the valley under
pretence of hunting, butin reality to watch the movements of onr two wen :
even this precaution However did not quiet the alarms of the Indians, a con+
siderable part of whom returned home, leaying only twenty-eight men and three
women. After the hunters had been gone about an hour, captain Lewis again
mounted with one of the Indians behind him, and the whele party set out ; but
Just ws they passed through the narrows they saw cne of the spies coming back
at full speed across the plain : the chief stopped and scemed umeasy, the whole
band were moved with fresh suspicions, and captain Lewis himself was much
disconcerted, lest by some unfortunate accident some of their enemies might have
perhaps straggled that way. The young Indian had scarcely breath to say
a few werds as be came up, when the whole troop dashed forward as fast as
their horses could earry them : and captain Lewis astonished at this movement
was borne along for nearly a mile hefore he learnt with great satisfaction that
it was all caused by the spy’s having come to announce that one of the white
men had killed a deer. Relieved from his anxiety he now found the jolting very -
uncomfortable ; for the Indian behind him being afraid of not getting his share
of the feast had lashed the horse at every step since they:set off ; he therefore
reined bifn in and ordered the Indian to stop beating him. ' The rihvpad
idea of lesing time in disputing the point, and jomping off the horse ran fora
mile at full'speed. Captain Lewis slackened his pace, and followed at .a sufficient
distance to observe them. When they reached the place where Drewyer had
thrown ont the intestines, they all dismounted in confusion and ran tumbling
over edch dﬂierﬁke famished dogs: each tore wway whatever part he could
and instantly began o eatit : some had the liver, some the kidmeys, in short o
part on ‘which we are aceustomed to look with disgust escaped them : oneof °
uwwmmmwmmmm
while with his hand he was diligently clearing ‘his way by dischavging the
contents at the other. !Wedm&ﬁmw

-
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without deploring how nearly the condition of savages approaches that of the
brute ereation : yet though suffering with hunger they did not attempt, as they
might have done, to take by force the whole deer, but contented themselvgs with
what had been thrown away by the hunter, Captain Lewis now had the deer
skinned, and. after reserving a quarter of it gave the rest of the animal to the
chief to be divided among the Indians, who immediately devoured nearly the
whole of it without cooking. They now went forward towards the creek
where there was some brushwoood to make a fire, and found Drewyer who had
killed a second deer : the same struggle for the entrails was renewed here, and
on giving nearly the whole deer to the Indians, they devoured it even to the soft
part of the hoofs. A fire being made captain Lewis had his breakfast, during
which Drewyer brought in a third deer: this too, after reserving one quarter
was given to the Indians, who now seemed completely satisfied and in a good
humour. At this place they remained about two hours to let the horses graze,
and then continued their journey, and towards evening reached the lower part
of the cove, having on the way shot an antelope, the greater part of which was
given to the Indians. As they were now approaching the place where they
had been told by captain Lewis they would see the white men, thaclnefimisted
on halting : they therefore all dismounted, and Cameahwait with great eeremnny
and as if for ornament, ‘put tippets or skins round the necks of our party, similar -
to those worn by themselves. =As this was obviously intended to disguise the
white men, captain Lewis in order tomspnretbemwthmoraconﬁdencepuths

cocked hat and feather on the head of the chief, and as his own over-shirt was in

the Indian form, and his skin browned by the sun, he could not hmrebeen
distinguished from an Indian : the men followed his example, and the change
seemed to be very agreeable to the Indians.

~+ In order to guard however against any disappointment mphnn Lewis agmn
explained the possibility of our not having reached the forks in consequence of
the difficulty of the navigation, so, that if they should not find us at that spot thay
might be assured of our not being far below. ﬁeyggmnaﬂmonntedﬂlem
* horsés and rode on rapidly, making one of the Indians carry their flag, so 50 tha
quhmﬁ-ww us ; but to themortlﬁmtlou
disappointment of both parties on-coming within two miles of the forks, no
' canoes were to be seen. | Uneasy lest at this moment he should be abandoned,
mwamwmmmdﬁm ain. Lewis

. r him that if the enemies of his
WMM“M Mfae his own Mm""“a&m
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to die, and that the chief might shoot him as soon as they discovered themselves
betrayed. = The other three men at the same time gave their guus to the Indians,
‘who now seemed more easy, but still wavered in their resolutions, As they went
on towards the point, captain Lewis perceiving how critical his situation had
become, resolved to attempt a stratagem which his present difficulty seemed com-
pletely to justify. Recollecting the notes he had left at the point for us, he sent
Drewyer for them with an Indian who witnessed his taking them from the pole.

When they were brought, captain Lewis told Cameahwait that on leaving his
brother chief at the place where the viver issues from the mountains, it was
agreed that the boats should not be broaght higher than the next forks we should
meet ; but that if the rapid water prevented the boats from coming on as fast as
they expected, his brother chief wasto send a note to' the first forks above him to
let-him know where the boats were ; that this note had been left this. morning. at
the forks, and mentioned that the cances Were just below the mouniains, and
coming slowly up in consequence of.the current.  Captain Lewis added, that he
would stay at the forks for bis brother chief, but would send a man down the
siver, and that if Cameahwait doubted what he said, one of their young men
would go with him whilst he and the other two remained at the forks, This
story satisfied the chief and the greater part of the Indians, but.a few did not
conceal their suspicions, observing that wetold different stories, and complaining
that the chief exposed them to danger by a mistaken coufidence. Captan Lewis
now wrote by the light of some willow brush a note to captain Clarke, which he
gave to Drewyer, with an order to use all possible expedition in descending

be river, and epgaged an Indian to accompany him by a promise of a knife

and some beads. At bedtime the chief n&ﬁwnothoruhptmundlhﬁlaof.
captain Lewis, gnd,ﬁhe rest hid themselves in different parts of the willow brush

4o avoid the enemy, who they feared would attack them in the ‘night.  Captain

Lewis e wmmegcheerﬁhmhddmfulhmmwe

despondency of the savages: afler conversing gayly, with.them. e retired. to,his.

fwm, baﬁbendaoi,whmhthechdmww..hlqw
-yet slept but little, being Rﬁﬂwﬂﬂmmm




essential to our stceess : he was at the same time consoled by remembermgﬂ,ﬁ
his hopes of assistance rested on better foundations than their g‘enerosxty-—.thew
avarice, and their curiosity. He had promised liberal exchanges for their
horses : but what was still more seductive, he had told them that one of their
country-women who had been taken with the Minnetarees accompanied the
party below ; and one of the men had spread the report of our having with us
a man perfectly black, whose hair was short and curled. This last account had
excited a great degree of curiosity, and they seemed more desirous of seeing this
monster than of obtaining the most favourable barter for their horses.

In the meantime we had set out after breakfast, and although we proceeded
with more ease than we did yesterday, the river was still so rapid and shallow
as to oblige us to drag the large canoes during the greater part of the day.
For the first seven miles the river formed a bend to the right so as to make our
advance only three miles in a straight line ; the stream is crooked, narrow, small,
and  shallow, with highlands oceasionally on the banks, and strewed with
islands, four of ‘which are oppesite to each other. Near this place we left the
valley, to which we gave the name of Serviceberry valley, from the abundance
of that frait now ripe which is found in it. In the course of the four following
miles we passed several more islands and bayous on each side of the river, and
reached a high cliff on the right. Two and a half miles beyond this the cliffs
approach on both sides and form a very considerable rapid near the entrance of
a bold running stream on the left.  The water was now excessively cold, and
the rapids bad been frequent and troublesome. On ascending an eminence
.captain Clarke saw the forks of the river and sent the hunters up. They must
‘have left it only a short time before captain Lewis’s arrival, but fortunately had
not seen the note which enabled him to induce the Indians to stay with him.
From the top of this eminence he could discover only three trees through the
whole country, nor was there along the sides of the cliffs they had passed in the
‘course of the day, any timber except a few small pines: the low grounds were
supplied with willow, currant bushes, and serviceberries. - After advancing half
.anllmfuuhn we came to the lower point of an island near the middle of the
river, and about the centre of the valley : here we halted for the might, only
fnuuﬂn by land, though ten by water, below the point where captain Lewis
‘lay. . Although we had wade ‘only fourteen miles, the labours of the men had
Maﬂmmmm wethanferecollécwdsome iﬂﬂm

‘willow brush for uMadfhy down to shep. i sl
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CHAP. XV.

AFFECTING INTERVIEW BRETWEEN THE WIFE OF CHABONEAW AND THE CHIEF OF THE
SHOSHONEES—COUNCIL HELD WITH THAT NATI.QN, AND FAVOURABLE RESULT—THE
EXTREME NAVIGABLE POINT OF THE MISSOURI MENTIONED—GENERAL CHARACTER
OF THE RIVER AND OF THE COUNTRY TREOUGH WHICH IT PASSES—CAPTFTAIN CLARKR
IN EXPLORING THE SOURCE OF THE COLUMBIA FALLS IN COMPANY WITH ANOTHER
PARTY OF SHOSHONEES-——THE GEOGRAFHICAL INFORMATIGN ACQUIRED FROM ONE
OF THAT PARTY—THEIR MANNER OF CATCHING FISH—THE PARTY REACH LEWIS
RIVER—THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH CAPTAIN CLARKE HAD TO ENCOUNTER IN HIS
ROUTE—~—FRIENDSHIP AND HOSPITALITY OF THE SHOSHONEES—THE PARTY WITH
CAPTAIN LEWIS EMPLOYED IN MAKING SADDLES, AND PREPARING POR THR

SOURNEY.

SarTurpay, August 17. CapraiNy LEWIS rose very carly, and despatched
Drewyer and the Indian down the river in quest of the boats. Shields was sent
out at the same time to hunt, while M‘Neal prepared a breakfast out of the
temainder of the meat. Drewyer had been gone about two hours, and the
Indians were all anxiously waiting for some news, when an Indian who had:
straggled a short distance down the river, returned with a report that he had
seen the white men, who were only a short distance below, and were coming on.
The Indians were zll transported with joy, and the chief in the warmth of his
satisfaction renewed his embrace to captain Lewis, who was quite as mach
delighted as the Indians themselves; the report proved most agreesBly trne

On setting out at seven o’clock, captain Clarke with Chabonean and his wife
walked on shore, but they had not gone more than a mile beforé captain
Clarke saw Sacajawea, who was with her husband one hnmdred yards akead,
began to dance, and show every mark of the most extravagant joy, tutning
round to him and pointing to scveral Indians, whom he now saw “dvaneidy on-
horseback, sucking her fingers at the samé time to indicate that they were of
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her native tribe. As they advanced captain Clarke discovered among them
Drewyer dressed like au Indian, from whom be Jearnt the sitution of the party.
While the boats were performing the circuit, he went towards the forks with the
Indians, who as they went along, sang aloud with the greatest appearance of
delight. We soon drew near to the camp, and just as we approached it a 'woman
made her way through the crowd towards Sacajawea, and recognising each
other, they embraced with the most tender affection. The meeting of these two
young women had in it something peculiarly touching, not only in the ardent
manner in which their feehngs were expressed, but from the real interest of their,
situation. They had been companions in childhood, in the war with the Miane-
tarees they bad both heen taken prisoners in the samne battle, they had shared
and softened the rigours of their captivity, till one of them had escaped from
the Minnetarees, with scarce a hope of ever seeing her friend relieved from
the hands of her enemies. While Sacajawea was renewing among the women
the friendships of former days, captain Clarke went on, and was received by
captain Lewis and the chief, who after the first embraces and salutations were
over, conducted him to a sort of circular tent or shade of willows. Here he was
seated on a white robe ; and the chief immediately tied in his hair six small shells
resembling pearls, an ornament highly valued by these people, who procured
them in the coarse of trade fromn the seacoast. The moccasius of the whole party
were then taken off, and after much ceremony the smoking began. After this
the conference was to be opened, and glad of an opportunity of being able to
converse more intelligibly, Sacajawea was sent for ; she came into the tent, sat
down, and was beginuing to interpret, when in the persen of Cameahwait she
recognised her brother: she instantly jumped up, and ran and embraced him,
throwing over him her blanket and weeping profusely : the chief was himoself
moved, though not in the saine degree. After some conversation between them
she resamed her seat, and attempted to interpret for us, but her new situation
seemed to overpower her, and she was frequently interrupted by her tears.
After the council ‘was finished, the unfortunate woman learnt that all her family
were dead except two brothers, one of whom was ahsent, and a son of her eldest
sister, a small boy who was immediately adopted by her. The canoes arriving
saon after, we formed a camp in a meadow on the left side, a little below the
forks ; took out eur baggage, and by means of our sails and willow poles formed

8 ‘cagopy for our Indian visitors. About four o’clock the chiefs and warriors
were collected, snd after the custemary ceremony of taking off the moccasing
und smoking+a pipe, we -explained to them in a long barangue the purposes of

our yisit, sasking theraselves one -eonspicuous object of the good wishes of our



government, on whose strength as well as 1ts friendly disposition we expatiated.
We told them of their dependence on the will of our government for al} futpre
supplies of whatever was necessary cither for thc:,;r cumfort or defencg ; that as
we were sent to discover the best route by which Terchandize conld be comeyed
to them, and no trade would be begun before our return, it was mutually advan-
tageous that we should proceed with as little delay as possible ; that we were
under the necessity of requesting them to furnish us with horses to transport owr
baggage across the mountains, and a guide to show us the route, but that they
should be amply remuncrated for their horses, as well as for every other service
they should render us. In the meantime our first wish was, that they should -
mediately collect as many herses as were necessary to transport our baggage to
their village, where, at our leisure, we would trade with them for,as many borscs
as they could spare.

The speech made a favourable impressioh : the chief in reply thanked us for
ouraxpressious of friendship towards himself aud his nation, and declared theis
willingness to render us every service. He lamented that it would be so long
before they should be supplied with firearms, but that till then they could subsis
as they had heretofore done. He concluded by saying that there were nof
horses here sufficient to transport our goods, but that be would return ta the
village to-morrow, and bring all his own horses, aud encourage his peyple tg
come over with theirs. The conference being ended to our satisfaction, we noy
inquired of Cameahwait what chiefs were among the party, and; he poipted ouf
two of them. We then distributed our presents: to Cameabwait we gavg g
medal of the small s.ze, with the likeness of president Jefferson, and, oy, Uy
reverse a figure of hands clasped with a pipe and a tomahawk : to this was added
an uniforin coat, a shirt, a pair of scarlet leggingy, a carrot 9f t,?ba;{cg., and
some small articles. Kach of the other chiefs mcexved a small mcdnl struck
during the presidency of general Washington, a shirt, lmpc{keruhlef leggmgﬁ%
knife, and some tobacco. Meduls of the same sort werc also presentgd. fo tw
young warriors, who though not chiefs were promising youths and very mpgl
respected in the tribe. T'hese honorary gifts were followed by presents, of paint,
moccasins, awls, knives, beads and looking-glasses, . W¢ akio. gaye them.all ¢
plentifat meal of Indian corn, of which the hull js taken, Oﬁ' by, ] %xgmb%jﬂﬂ
lye; and as this was the first they bad eyer, tusted, | lmy were ) eymum B}ew
with it. They bad indeed abundant saurces of syrpxise, in, all they AV, H
appearance of the men, their arms, their clothing, the capoes,, th Wntgaggg W
of - the negro, and the sagacity.of .qur_ dog, all in fyre_sharedfheir
which was raised to astonishament by a abot. from. the airgyny: this Operation W
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owtuntly consideved as » great medicine, by which they as well asthe othex
Fudians mean something emanating divectly from tlie Great Spirit, or produced
by dis invisible and incomprghansible agency. The displey of all these riches
had been intermixed with imquiries into the geographical situation of their
country ; for we had learnt by experience, that to keep the savages in good
teniper their attention should not be wearied with teo much business; but that
the serions affairs should be enlivened by a4 miztare of what is new and entertain-
ing. Our hunters brought in very seasonably four deer and an antelope, the
st of which we gave to the Indians, whe in a very short time devoured it.
After the council was over, we consulted as to our future operations. 'The game
does not promise to last here for a number of days, and this circumstance
combined with many others to induce our going on as soon as paessible. Oar
Indian information as to the state of the Columbia is of a very alarming kind,
and our first object is of course to ascertain the practicability of descending it,of
which the Indians discourage our expectations. It was therefore agreed that
captain Clarke should set off in the morning with eleven men, furnished, besides
their arms, with tools for making canoes ; that he sheuld take Chabonean and
his wife to the camp of the Shoshonees, where he was to leave them, in order to
hasten the collection of horses ; that he was then to lead his men down to the
Columbia, and if he found it navigable, and the timber in sufficient quantity,
begin to build cances, As soon as hie had decided as to the propriety of proceed-
ing down the Columbia or acress the mountains, be was to send back one of the
men with informatien of it to captain Lewis, who by that time would have
brought up the whole party, and the rest of the baggage as far as the Shoshonee
village.

Preparations were accordingly made this evening for such an arrangement.
The sun is excessivély hot in the day time, but the nights very cold, amd ren-
dered still more anpleasant from the want of any fuel except willow brush.
The appearances too of game, for many days’ subsistence, are not yery favour-
alile.

Sunday, 18. In erdir to velieve the men of captain Clarke's party from the
heavy weight of their arms, provisions and tools, we exposed a few articles fn
beirter #or horses, and woon obtaimed three very good ones, in exchange fof
which- we gave a vniform coat, a pair of leggingy, a few handkerchiefs, three
Rives and some other small articles, the whole of which did not in the United
Staikei bost ‘more than twonty dollers: a fourth was purchased by the men for
dould vhisckebed shirt, a pair of old Jeggings and a kaife. The Indians seamed
‘wrive: uplite! as well ploaned as curselves ot the bargeins they had made. 'We,

00
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now foutrd that the two inferior chiefs were somewhat displeased at not having
teceived a present equal to that given to the great chief, who appeared in a dress
¢0 much finer than their own. To allay their disgpntent, we bestowed on them
two old conts, and promised them that if they were active in assisting us across
the mountains they should have an additional present. This treatment com-
pleteély reconciled them, and the whole Indian party, except two men and two
women, sof out in perfect good humour to return home with captain Clarke.
After going fifteen miles through o wide Jevel valley with no wood but willows
and shrahs, he encamped in the Shoshonee cove near a narrow pass where the
highlands approach within two hundred yards of each other, and the river is
only ten vards wide. 'The Indians weat on further, cxcept the three chiefs and
two young men, who assisted in eating two deer brought 1n by the hunters.
After their departure every thing was prepared for the transportatien of the
baggage, which was,now exposed to the airand dried. Our gamne was one
deer and a beaver, and we saw an ahundance of trout in the river, for which we
fixed a net in the evening

We have now reached the extreme navigable point of the Missouri, which
our observation places in latitude 43" 80’ 43" north. It is difficult to comprise
in any general description the charactenstics of a river so extensive, and fed by
so many streams which have their sources in a great variety of soils and climatps.
But the Missourti is still sufficiently powerful to give to all its waters something
of a common character, which is of course decided by the nature of the country
through which it passes, The bed of the river is chiefly composed of a blue mud;
from which the water itself derives a deep tinge. From its junction heve to the
place near which it leaves the mountains, its course is embarrassed by rapids
and rocks which the hills on each side have thrown into &ts chanvel.! From that
place, its current, with the exception of the Falls, is not diffioult of navigation;
nor is there much variation in its appearance till the mouth of the Platt¢e. "Fhat
powerful river throws out vast quantities of coarse sand which contribute to give
a new face to the Missouri, which is now much mnore impeded by islands. 'Dhe
sand, as it is drifted down, adheres in time to some of 'the projecting points from
the shore, and forms a barner to the mud, which at dength fitls.to the soine
licjight with the sandbar 1tself : as soon as it has scquired a cousisteney; ‘the
willow grows there the first year, and by its roots:-assists the bolidity of .¢he
whole : as the mud and sand accumulate the cottonwood tree next ;!ppem ; till
the gradual excretion of soils raises the surface of thie 'peint . above the highest
freshets. . Thus stopped in its course the water seeks a passage elsewhere, wod
as the #oil on cach side is light and yielding, what was shlya peni;lsula,-bécom
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gradudlly an island, aud the river indemnifies itself for the usurpation by eu.
creaching'on the adjecent shore. In this way the Missouri Like the Mississippi
s constantly cutting off the projections of the shore, and leaving its ancient
channel, which is then marked by the mud it has deposited and a few stagnant
ponds.

"The general appearance of the country as it presents itself on ascending may
be thus deseribed. - From its mouth to the two Charletons, a ridge of highlands
borders the river at a small distance, leaving between them fine rich meadows,
From the mouth of the two Charletons the hills recede from the river, giving
greater extent to the low grounds, but they again approach the river for a short
distance near Grand river, and again at Snake creek. From that point they
retire, nor do they come again to the neighbourhood of the river till above the
Sauk prairie, where thvy are comparatively low and small.  Theuce thex
diverge and reappear at the Charaton Bearty, after which -they are scarcely
f at all discermble, till they advance to the Missouri nearly opposiie to the
Kanzas.

The same 3idge of hills exteuds on the south side, in almost one unm-
broken chain, from the mouth of the Missouri to the Kanzas, though decreasag
in height beyond the Osage. As they are nearer the river than the hills on the
oppesite sides, the intermediate low grounds are of course marrower, but the
general character of the soil is common to both sides.

In the meadows and along the shore, the tree most common is the cotton-
wood, which with the willow forms almost the exclusive growth of the Missouriy
The hills or rather high grounds, for they do not rise higher than from ope
hundred aud Gifty to two hundred fect, are composed of a good rich black seil,
which is perfeetly susceptible of cultivation, though it becomes richer ¢n the
hills beyond the Platte, and are in general thinly covered with timber. Beyond
thepe hills the country extends into high open plains, which are on both sides
sefficiently fertile, Lut the south has the advantage of better streams of water,
antl may therefore be <onsidercd as preferable for settlements. The lands,
howaver, become much better and the timber more abundant between the Osage
and the Kanzas. Frem the Kauzas to the Nadawa the hills continue at nearly
aniequal distance, varying from four to eight miles from each other, except that
from the little Platte to nearly opposite the ancient Kanzas village, the hills are
more remote, and the meadows of course wider on the north side of the river.
From the.Nadawa the northery hills disappear, excepl at oceasional intervals,
whare they ate seen at a distanec -till they return about- twenty-seven miles
abowe the Platte; near the ancient village of the Ayoways. Oa the south the

00?2
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bills, dantinue: close 'to the river from the ancient village of the Kanzag dp to
Gouucil bingl, fifty miles beyond the Platte ; forming high prarie lands. . On
both sides the Jands are good, and perhaps this distence from the Osage to the
Platte may be recommended as among the best districts op the Missours for the
purposes of selilers.

From the Avoway village the northern hills again retire from the river, to
which they do not retarn till three hundred and twenty miles above, at Floyd's
river. The lulls on the souih also leave the river at Council blufls, and reappear
at the Mahar viillage, two hundred miles up the Missouri. 'I'he country thus
abandoned by the hills 1s more open and the timber in smaller quantties than
helow the Platte, so that although the plain 15 rich and covered with high grass,
the want of wood renders it less caleulated for cullivation than below that river.

'The northeru hills after remaining near the Missouri for a few milesat
Floyd's river, recede from 1t at the Bioux rixer, the course of which they follow ;
and thongh they agam visit the Missouri at Whitestone river, where they are
low, yet they do not return to it tifl beyond James river.  The highlands en
the south, after continuing near the rher at the Mahar villages, again disappear,
and do not approach it till the Cobalt blufls, about forty-four miles frow the
villages, and then from those bluffs to the Yellowstone river, a distance of about
one thousand miles, they follow the bauks of the river with searcely any desia~
tion.

From the James nver, the lower grounds are confined within a. narrow
space by the hills on both sides, which now continue near each otherup to the
mountains. 'The space between them however varies from one to three miles as
high as the Muscleshell river, from which the hills appreach so high as to leave:
searcely any low grounds an the river, and near the Falls reach the water's edge.
Beyond the Falls the hills are scattered and low to the first range of mouniains,

The soil during the whole length of the Missouri below the Platte is . gene:
rally speaking very fine, and although the timber is scauce, .there is stilk sl
cient for the purposes of settlers. But beyond that river, aithough the. soil is stild
rich, yet the almost total absence of timber, and particalacly the want of geed :
water, of which there is but a small quantity m the cresks, and even that
brackish, oppose pewerful obstacles to its settleraens, A'he difficulty. hecomes.
still greater between the Muscleshsll river and the Falls, whare, besides tha
greater scarcity; of timber, the countgy Mesl{ is less fertile.

+. The elevation. of these highlands varies as they.pasn shrough. this extensive:
tragt of country, From Wood river they are about-one huudned sud fifty-fodt:
abose the, water, snd coutinue as that height t4d they miae aees the, Osages . faami.,
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which place #0 the: ancient. fortification they again diminish in size. Thence
they continue higher till the Mandan village, after which they are rather lower
till. the neighbaurbood of Muscleshell river, where they are met by the Northern
hills, which have advanced at a more uniform height, varying from one hundred
and fifty to two hundred or three hundred fect. From this place to the moun-
tains the height. of both is nearly the same, from three bundred to five hundred
feet, and the low greunds so narrow that the traveller seems passing through a
range of high country. From Maria’s river to the Falls, the hills descend to the
height of about two or three hundred feet.

Monday, 19. This-morning was cold, and the grass perfectly whitened by
the frost. We were engaged m preparing packs and saddles to load the horses
as soon as they should arrive. A beaver was caught in a trap, but we were
disappointet in trying to catch trout in our net ; we therefore made a seine of
witlow brush, and by bauling it procured a number of fine trout, and a speces
of mullet which we had not seen before: it is about sixteen mches long, the
soafes small; the nose long, obtusely pointed, and exceeding the under jaw ; the
mouth « pans with folds at the sides; it has no teeth, and the tongue and palate
are snooth. - 'Fhe colour of its back and sides is a bluish brown, while the belly
is -witite: it bis the faggot bones, whence we concluded it 1o be of the mullet
species. . It is by'no means so well flavoured a fish as the trous, which are the
same 8§ those we first saw at the Falls, larger than the speckled trout of the
meuntains in the Atlantic states, and equally well favoured. .JXn the kevening
the hanters returned with two deer.

- Gaptain Clarke, in the meantime, proceeded through a wide level valley,
«which the chief pointed out a spot where many of his tribe were killed in battle
a yessnago.: The Indians. accompanied him during the day, .and as they had
noshing o eat; he was.obliged to feed them from his own stoyes, theihuntersmot
being-able to kil any thing. JFust as he was entering’ the mountajns, he met
awdudids with twe-mulds and a Spanish saddle, who was se polite a8 to offer
one:of them to him te ride over the hills. Being on foot, captain Clarke ac-
caplied Mis offor and gave bim & waisteont as ayremard for his -ewility, e ea-
camped for the night on a small stream, and the dext morning,

- Poevday, Aogust 20, he setr eat.at-sin o'cleek.: In passing throwgh'a cone
tinantion: ef the: hilly ‘byoleen eduntwy, he met severa}partics of Indians, ; On;
caming. near the camp, ‘which-had been removed sinee we ' left them- twb ores
hapherinp the miver, Camenhwall. requested ihint: the party sheilld hatt: - This
wass eottipliodd with & riambee of Indiass canid oit fromithe. eanop,: ndi with.
gseas: cemcmmihymevesal pipeyiwere wmoked: - Tlia bring. oftr saptain Clavks'
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‘wal*Ebndadted 6 a large feathiorn lodge preparéd for Hs party i the middte’ of
thé’ encampmenf the Indians having only shelters of willow bushes. 'A fesw
Wied berries, and one salmon, the only food the ‘whole village could cdntrrbufﬁ
‘were ‘thén presented to him; after which he proceeded to repeat in counéil,
what had been already told them, the purposes of his visit : urged them to take
their horses over and assist in transporting our baggage, and expressed a wish
to obtain a guide to examine the river. This was explained and enforced to
the whole village by Cameahwait, and an old man was pointed out who was
said to know more of their geography to the north thon any othe~ person, and
whom captain Clarke engaged to accompany him. After explaining his views
he distributed a few presents, the council was ended, and nearly half the village
set out to hunt the antelope, but returned without success.

Captain Clarke in the meantime made particular inquiries as to the sitnation
of the country, and the possibility of soofr reaching a navigable water. ‘The
chief began by drawing on the ground a delineation of the rivers, from which
it appeared that his information was very limited. "The river on whick the
camp is he divided into two branches just above us, which, as he indicated by
the opening of the mountains, were in view : he next made it discharge itself
into a large river ten miles below, coming from the south-west : the joint straain
continued one day’s march to the north-west, and then inclined to the westward
for two day’s march farther. At that place he placed several heaps of sand on
each side, which, as he explained them, represented vast mowntains of rock
always covered with snow, in passing throngh which the river was so completely
hemmed in by the high rocks, that there was no possibility of travelling along
the shore ; that the bed of the river was obstructed by sharp-pointed rocks, urid
such its rapidity, that as far as the eye could reach it presented u pérfect eolumn
of foam. The mountains he said were equally inaccessibie, 45" neither man
nor horse could cross them ; that such being the state of the ¢ourtry neithér he
ror aiiy of his nation had ever attempted to go beyond the motuntains. Canmveaha
wait said also that he had been informed by the Chopundish, or Pierddd
ndse Indians, ‘wio reside on this river west of the wmountains, = that
it ran a great way towards the setting sun, and atlength’lost itselfin a great
také of water which way ill-tasted, and where the white men‘lived. An Indidn
belonging to a band of Shoshonees who lived to the south-west, and w‘ho happeéatd
to be at camp, wad then brought in, and inquiries made of him ‘a5 to the situds
tion’ of the country' ifi that direction’: this he described’in‘term¥ scarcely less
téttible than those ‘in” which- Cameahwait had represented the Wt ‘Mo shid
that Bié telations Tved at thedistance of twenty day’s fmarch from this place; oh
a course a little to the west of south and not far from the whites, with whom
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they traded for horses, mules,. cloth, metal, beads, and the shells here worn as
ornaments, and which are those of a species of pearl oyster. In order to reach
his country we should be obliged during the first seven days to climb over steep
rocky, mountains where there was no game, and we should find nothipg but
roots for subsistence. Even for these however we should be obliged to contend
with a ficrce warlike people, whom he called the Broken-moccasin, or moccasin
with holes, who lived like bears in holes, and fed on roots and the flesh of such
horses as they could steal or plunder from those who passed through the moun-
tains. So rough indeed was the passage, that the feet of the horses would be
wounded in such a manner that many of them would be unable to proceed.
The next part of the route was for ten days through a dry parched desert of
sand, inhabited by no animal which would supply us with subsistence, and as
the sun had now scorched up the grass and dried up the small pools of water
which are sometimes scattered through this desert in the spring, botb ourselves
and our horses would perish for want of food and water. About the widdle of
this plain a large river passes from south-east to north-west, which, though navi-
gable, afforded npeither timber nor salmon. Three or four day’s march beyond
this plain Lus relations lived, in a country tolerably fertile and partially covered
with timber, on another large river runping in the same direction as the former ;
that this last discharges itself into a third large river, on which resided many nu-
merous nations, with whom his own were at war, but whether this last emptied
itself into the great or stinking lake, as they called the ocean, he did not know ;
that from his country to the stinking lake was a great distance, and that the
route to it, taken by such of his relations as had visited it, was up the river on
which they Jived, and over to that on which the white people lived, and which
they Lkpew discharged itself wto the ocean. 'This route he advised us to take,
but added, that we had better defer the journey till spring, when he wonid
hipself conduct us. 'This account persuaded us that the streams of which he
spoke weie southern branches of the Columbia, heading with the Rio des
Apostoles, and Rio Coloradp, and that the route which he mentioned was to
the gulf of California; captain Clarke therefore told hiin that this road was too
wngh towards the south for our purpose, and then requested to know it there
was ng rqute on the left of the river wherc we now are, by which we might
iptereept it below the mountains; but he knew of none except that through
the barren plains, which he said joined the mountains en that side, and through
which it was impossible to pass at this scason, even if we were fortunate engugh
to_escape the Broken-moccasin Indians, , Captain Clarke recompensed the
Indian by 3 present of p knife, with which he seemed much gratified, and now
2
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inquired-.of . Cameahwait by what reute the Pierced-nose Indians, who be snid
Bved wast of the momntains, crossed over to the Missourt thishe said was towards
¢he morth, but that the road was a very bad une ; that during the passage he had
been pold they suffered excessively from hunger, beimg obliged to subsistfor
meny days on berries alone, there being no game in.that part of the mountains,
which were broken and rocky, and so thickly covered with tinber that they
could scarcely pass. Surrounded by difficulties as all the other. routes ure, " this
seems to he the most practicable of all the passages by land, since, if the Indians
an pass the mountains with their women and children, no difficuities whach they
conld encounter could be formidable to us; and if the Indians below the
mountains are so nnmerons as they are represented to be, they must haye some
means of subsistence equally within our power. They tell us indeed that the
nations to the westward subsist principally on fish and roots, and that their only
game were a few elk, deer, and antelopa, there being no buffaloe west of the
mountain. The first inquiry however was to ascertain the truth of their infor-
mation relative to the difficulty of descending the river: for this purpose captain
Clarke set out at three o'clock in the afternoen, accompanied by the guide and
oll his men, except one whom he left with orders to purchase a horse and jom
bim as soon as possible. At the distance of four miles he crossed the river,
end eight miles from the camp halted for the night at a small stream. The
road which he followed was a beaten path through a wide rich meadow, in
which were several old lodges. On the route he met a number.of mets, women,
and . children, as well as horses, and one of the men who ;mal:ed 19 possess
some consideration turned back with him, and observing a woman, with three
salmon, obtained them from her, and presented them -to the pariy.  Captain,
Clarke shot a.-mountain cock or cock of the plams, a-datk:brown bird Jargér
than the dunghill fowl, with a long and pointed ¢ail; ane a fleshy pratuberanes
about the base of the upper chop, semething like that.of the turkey, theygh
without the snout. In the mormng, y

Wednesday 21, -he resumed his march early, , atithe distance. of .fiveimiliy
reached an Indian lodge of hrush, inhabited by, seves families-of Shoshongpes.
They behuved with great civility, gave the wheole puriy -as much, boile¢d splmop
as they could eat, and added as n present several dried salmon and 8 considerable
quantity f chokeehervies:  After smeking with them: all he vigited, the fish weir,
which was dboirt two hundred yards distant ; the siver was heye;divided by, thrae
st islatids, avhich oconsionid the water to passialang foun d;mm'ls, -, Df thage
Tiiree were nidréwi and stopped:by menns-of trees Which meve streiched. aceqs,
ahd supported by . willow sakes,  suffictently nea-each biherts prevent.the pa-

3
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suge of the fish. About the centre of each was placed a basket formed of

willows, eighteen or twenty feet in length, of a cylindrieal form, and termi-
nating in a conic shape at its lower extremity ; this was situated with its mouth
upwards, opposite to an aperture in the wetr. The main channel of the water
was then conducted to this weir, and as the fish entered it they were so entangled
with each other that they could not move, and were taken out by untymng the
small end of the willow basket. The weir in the main channel was formed in
a manper somewhat different; there were in fact two distinct weirs formed of
poles and willow sticks quite across the river, approaching eaeh other obliquely
with an aperture in each side near the angle. 'I'his is made by tying a number
of poles together at the top, in parcels of three, which were then set up in a
triangular form at the base, two of the poles being mn the range desired for the
weir, and the third down the stream. 'I'o these poles two ranges of other poles
are next lashed horizontally, with willow bark and withes, .and willow sticks
joined in with these crosswise, so as to form a kind of wicker-werk from the
bottom of the river to the height of three or four feet above the surface of the
water. This is so thick as to prevent the fish from passing, and even in some
parts with the help of a little gravel and some stone enables them to give any
direction winch they wish to the water. 'These two weirs being placed near
to each other, one for the purpose of catching the fish as they ascend, the other
as they go down the river, are provided with two baskets made in the form
already described, and which are placed at the apertures of the weir.
After examining these curious objects, he returned to the lodges, and soon passed
the river to the left, where an Indian brought him a tomahawk, which he said
-he bad found in the grass, near the lodge where captain Lewss had staid on his
first visit to the village. This was a tomahawk which had been missed at the
time, and supposed to be stolen; it was however the only article which had
been lost in our intercomrse with the nation, and as even that was returned the
inference 1s highly honourable to the integnty of the Shoshonees. On leaving
the lodges captain Clarke crossed to the left side of the river, and despatched
five men to the forks of it in search of the man left behind yesterday, who pro-
cured a herse and passed by another road as they learnt, to the forks. At the
distanee of fourteen miles they killed a very large salmon, two and a half feet
Jong, in a creck six miles below the forks: and after travelling about twenty
miles through the valley, following the course of the river, which runs nearly
viorth-west, halted in a small meadow on the right side, under a cliff of rocks.
Here they -were joined by the five men who had gone in quest of Crusatte. They
had been to the forks of the river, where the natiyes resort in great numbers for
i
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the purpose 6f gigging fish, of which they made our men a present of five fresh
salmon. In addition to this foud, one deer was killed to-day. The western
branch of this river is much larger than the eastern, and afier we passed the
junctipn we found the river about one hundree yards in width, rapid and shoaly,
but containing only a small quantity of timber. As captain Lewis was the first
white man who visited its waters, captamn Clarke gave it the name of Lewis’s
river. 'Fhe low orounds through which he had passed to-day were rich and
wide, but at his camp this cvening the hills begin to assume a formidable aspect.
The chff under which he lay is of a reddish brown colour, the rocks which have
fallen from it are a dark brown flintstone. Near the place arc gullies of white
sandstone, and quantities of a finc sand, of a snowy whiteness: the mountains
on each side are high and rugged, with some pine trees scattered over
them,

Thursday, 22 He soon began to perceive that the Indian accounts had not
exaggerated : at the distance of a mile he passed a small creek, and the points
of four mountains, which were- rocky, and so high that it secmed almost 1m-
possible to cross them with horses. 'T'he road lay over the sharp fragments of
rocks which had fallen from the mountains, and were strewed in heaps for miles
together, vet the horses altogether unshod, travelled across them as fust as the
men, and without detaining them a moment. They passed two bold-runniug
streams, and reached the entrance of a small river, where a few Indian fanulies
resided. They had not been previously acquainted with the urrival of the whites,
the guide was behind, and the wood so thick that we came upon them unob-
served, till at a very short distance. Assoon as they saw us, the women aud
children fled in great consternation: the men offered us every thing they had,
the fish on the scaflolds, the dried berries and the collars of elk’s tushes worn
by the children. 'We took only a small quantity of the food, and gave them i
return some small articles which conduced very much to pacify them. The
guide now coming up, explained to them who we were, and the objcct of our visit,
which seemed to relieve their fears, but still a number of the women and children
did not recover from their fright, but eried during our stay, which lasted about. an
hour. The gnide, whom we found a very intelligent friendly old man, informed ns,
that ap this river there was a road which led over the mountaios to the Missouri.
On resuming his route, captain Clarke went along the steep side of a mountain
about threc miles, and then reached the river near a small isldnd, at the lawer
part of which he encamped ; he here attemped to gig some fish, but cauld only
obtain one small salmon. The river is here shoal and rapid, with many rooks
scattered 1n various directions through its bed. ©On the sidés of .the mquntaips
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are some scattered pines, and of those on the left the tops are covered with them 5
there are however but few in the low grounds through which they passed, indeed
they have seen only a single tree fit to make a canoe, and even that was small,
'The country has an abundant growth of berries, and we met several womegn and
children gathering them, who bestowed them upon us with great liberality.
Awmong the woods captain Clarke observed a species of wood pecker, the beak
and tail of which were white, the wings black, and every other part of the
body of a dark brown; its size was that of the robin, and it fed on the seeds
of the pine.

Friday, 23. Captain Clarke set off very carly, but as Lis route lay along
the steep side of a mountain, over nregular and broken wasses of rocks, which
wounded the harses’ feet, he was oblived to proceced slowly. At the distance of
four miles he reached the river, but the rocks here became so steep, and projected
so far into the river, that there was no mode of passing, except thirough the
water. 'This he did for some distance, though the river was ver rapid, and so’
deep that they were foreed to swim ther horses.  After following the edge of
the water for about a mile under this steep chff, he reached a small meadow,
below which the whole current of the river beat against the right shore on which
he was, and which was formed of a solid rock perfectly maccessible to horses.
Here too, the little track which he bad been pursuing termuated. He there-
ivre resolved to leave the horses, and the greater part of the men, at this place,
and examine the river still further, in order to delermine if there were any
possibility of descending 1t in canoes. Having Killed nothing except a single
goose to-day, and the whole of our provision bemg coastmed last evening, it was

by no means advisable to remain any length of time where they wcre. He now
directed the men to fish and bunt at this place till his return, and then with his
guide and three men he proceeded, clambering over mnuiecuse rocks, and along
the sides of lofty precipices which bordered the river, when at about twelve
miles distance he veached a small meadow, the tirst he had seen on the river
since he left s party. A httle below this meadow, a large creck twelve yardg
wide, and of some depth, discharges itself from the nourth. Here were some
recent signs ot an Indian encampment, and the tracks of a number of horses,
who must have come along a plain Ludian path, which he now saw tollowing the
course of the creek. This stream his guide said led towards a large river ranning
to the north, and was frequented by another nation for the purpose of catching
fish, He remaned here two hours, and having taken some small fish, made a
dtiner on thein, with the addition of a few berries. Lrom tbe place where he
had left the party, to the month of this creek, the river presents one continued
rerpe
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rapid, in which are five shoals, neither of which could be passed with loaded
canoes; and the baggage must therefore be transported for a considerable distance
over the steep mountains, where it would be impossible to employ horses for the
relief ¢of the men. Kven the empty canoes must be let down the rapids by means
of cords, and not even in that way without great risk both to the canoes as well
as to the men. At one of these shoals, indeed, the rocks rise so perpendicularly
from the water as to leave no hope of u passage or even a portage without great
labour in removing rocks, and in some instances cutting away the earth. To
surmount these difficulties would exhaust the strength of the party, and what is
equally discouraging would waste our time and consume our provisions, of neither
of which we have much to spare. 'T'he season is now far advanced, and the
Indians tell us we shall shortly have snow: the salmon too have so far declined
that the natives themselves are hastening from the country, and not an animal
of any kind larger than a pheasant or @ squirrel, and of even these a few only.
will then be seen in this part of the mountains; after which we shall be obliged
to rely on ovr own stock of provisions, which will not support us more than
ten days. These rircamstances combine 1o render a passage hy water impracti-
cable in our present situation. To descend the course of the river on horseback
is the other alternative, and scarcely a more inviting one. 'The river is sv deep
that there are only a few places where it can be forded, and the rocks approach
so near the water as to render it 1mpossible to make a route along the water’s
edge. In crossing the mountains themselves we should have to encounter,
besides their steepness, one barren surface of broken masses of rock, down which in
certain seasons the torrents sweep vast quantities of stone into the river. These
rocks are of a whitish brown, and towards the bese of a gray colour, and so.
liard, that on striking them with steel, they yield a fire like flint. This sombre
appearance is in some places scarcely relieved by a single tree, though near the
river and on the crecks there is more timber, among which are some tall pine:
several of these might be made into canoes, and by lashing two of them together,
one of a tuterable size might be formed.

After dinner he continued his route, and at the distance of half a mile passed
another creek about five yards wide. Here his guide informed him that by
ascending the creck for some distance he would bave a better road, and cut off
a considerable bend of the river towards the south. He therefore pursued: a
well-beaten Indian track up this creek for about six wiles, “when leaving the
creek to the right he passed over a ridge, and after walking a mile, agnin met the.
river, where it flows through a meadow of about gixty acres.in'extent. This
they passed, and then ascended a high and steep point of a mountain, from



203

which the guide now pointed out where the river broke through the mountains,
abont twenty miles distant. Near the base of the mountains a small river falls
in from the south: this view was terminated by one of the loftiest mountains
captain Clarke had ever seen, which was perfectly covered with snow. Towards
this formidable barrier the river went direcily on, and there it was, as the guide
observed, that the difficulties and dangers of which he and Cameahwait had
spoken, commenced. After reaching the mountain, he said, the river continues
its course towards the north for many miles, hetween high perpendicular rocks,
which were scattered through its bed : it then penetrated the mountain threugh
a narrow gap, on each side of which arose perpendicularly, a rock as high as
the top of the mountain before them; that the river then made a bend which
concealed its future course from view, and as it was alike impossible to descend
the river, or clamber over that vast mountain, eternally covered with snow,
neither he nor any of his nation had ever been lower than a place whence:
they could see the gap made by the river on entering the mountain. Tothat
place he said he would conduct-captain Clarke, if he desired it, by the next
evening. But he was in need of no further evidence to convince him of the
utter impracticability of the route before him. He had already witnessed the
difficulties of part of the road, yet after all these dangers, his guide, whose
intelligence and fidelity he could not doubt, now assured him that the difficulties
were only commencing, and what he saw before him too clearly convinced him of
the Indian’s veracity. He therefore determined to abandon this route, and
returned to the upper part of the last creck he had passed, and reaching it an
hour after dark, encumped for the night: on this creek he had seen in the morn-
ing an Indian road coming in from the north. Disappointed iu finding a route
by water, captain Clarke now questioned his guide more particularly as to the
direction of this road which he seemed to understand perfectly. He drew a
map on the sand, and represented this road as well as that we passed yesterday
on Berry creek, as both leading towards two forks of the same great river, where
resided a nation cailed Tushepaws, who having no salmon on their river, came
by these roads to the fish weirs on Lewis’s river. He had himself been among
these Tushepaws, and having once accompanied them on a fishing party to
another river, he had there seen Indians who had come across the Rocky
mountains. After a great deal of conversation, or rather signs, and a second
and more particular. map from-his guide, captain Clarke felt persuaded that his
pride kmew of a road from the Bhoshonee village they bad left, to the great river
to/the north, without coming so low down as this, on a route impracticable
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{or horses. e was desirons of hastening his return, and therefore set out
early,

Satarday, 21, and after descending the creek to the river, stopped to hreak-
fast on.berries, in the meadow above the second creek. He then went on, but
anfortunately iUl from a rock and injured his leg very much; he however walked
on as rapidly as he could, and at four in the afternoon rejoined his men. During
his absence thev had killed one of the mountain cocks, a few pheasants, and
some small fish, on which, with haws and serviceberries, they had sabsisted.
Captain Clarke mmme diately sent fornard a man on horseback, with a note to
eaptain Lowis, apprising hun of the vesult of his inquiries, and late in the after-
noon sct out with the rest of the party, and encamped at the distance of two
miles. The men were much disheartened at the bad prospect of cscaping from
the mountains, and having nothing to cat but a few berries, which have made
several of them sick, they all passed a disagreeable night, which was rendered
more uncomfortable by a heavy dew,

Sunday, 25. The want ot provisions urged captain Clarke to retnrn as soon
as possible; he theretorce set out early, and halted an hour in passing the Indian
camp, near the fish weirs.  Tliese people treated them with great kindness, and
thougl poor and dirty, thev willingly give what little they possess; thex gave
the whole party hoiled salmon and dried berries, which were not however
in sufficient quantities to appease their hunger. They soon resumed their old
road, but as the abstinence, or strange diet, had given one of the en a very
severe illoess, they were detained verv much on his account, and it was not till
late in the day they reached the clift, under which they had encamped on the
twenty-first.  They unmediately began to fish and hunt, in order to procure a
meal.  We caught scveral small fish, and by means of our guide, ohtained two
salmon from a small party of women and children, who, with one man, were
going below to gather berries, ‘This supphied us with about hailf a meal, but
after dark we werc reguled with a beaver, which oue of the hunters brought in.
The other game secn in the course of the day, were one deer, and a party of elk
among the pines on the sides of the mountains,

Monday, 26. The morning was fine, and three men were despatched ahead
to hust, while the rest were detained until nine o’clock, in order to rctake some
uorses which had strayed away during the night. 'They then proceeded along the
route by the forks of the river, ull they reached the lower Indian camp, where
tliey first were when we metthem.  'The whole camp immediately flocked around
him with great appearance of cordiality, but all the spare food of the village did
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not amount to more than two salmon, which they gave to captain Clarke, who
distributed them among his men. The hunters had not been able to kil any
thing, nor had captain Clarke, or the greater part of the men, any food during
the twenty-four hours, till towards evening one of them shot a salmow in the
river, and a few small fish were caught, which furnished them with a scanty
meal. The only animals they had seen werc a few pigeons, some very wiid hares,
a great pumber of the large black grasshopper, and a quantity of ground hizards,

Tuaesday, 27. The men, who were engaged last night in mending their moc-
casins, all except one, went out hunting, but no game was procured. One of
the men however killed a small salmon, and the Indians made a present of
another, on which the whole party made a very slight breakfast. These kndians,
to whom this lite is familiar, seem contented, although they depend for snbsistence
on the scanty productions of the fishery. But our men, who are used to hard-
ships, but have been accustomed to have the first wants of nature regulary’
supplied, feel very sensibly their wretched sitnation; their strength is wasting
away; they begin to express their apprehensions of being without food, in a
country perfectly destitute of any means of supporting life, except a few fish.
In the course of the day an Indian brought into the camp five salmon, two of
which captain Clarke bought, und made a supper for the party.

Wednesday, 28, There was a frost again this morning. The Indians gave
the party two salmon out of several which they caught in their traps, and having
purchased two more, the paity was enabled to subsist on them during the day.
A camp of about torty Indians from the west fork passed us to-day, on their
route to the eastward. Our prospect of provisions is geiting worse every day :
the huunters who had ranged through the country in every direction where game
might be reasonably expected, have seen nothing. 'The fishery is scarcely more
productive, for an Indian who was out all day with his gig, killed only one
salmon. Besides the four fish procured from the Indians, captain Clarke
obtained some fishroe in exchange for three small fish-hooks, the use of which
he taught them, and which they very readily comprehended.  All the men who are
not engaged in huating, are occupied in mwaking pack-saddles for the horses
which captain Lewis informed us he had bought.

August 29. Two hunters were despaiched early in the morning, but they
returned without killing any thing, and the only game we procured was a
beaver, who was caught last might in a trap, which he carried off two mniles
before he was found. 'The fur of this animal is as good as any we have ever
seen, nor does it in fact appear to be ever out of season on the upper branches
of the Mis;ouri. 'This beaver, with several dozen of finc trount, guve wus 2
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plentiful subsistence for the day. 'The party were occupied chiefly in making
pack-saddles, in the manufacture of which we supply the place of nails and boards,
by substituting for the first thongs of raw hide, which answer very well; and for
boards we use the handles of our oars, and the plank of some boxes, the contents
of which we empty into sacks of raw hides made tor the purpose. The Indians
who visit us behave with the greatest decorum, and the women are busily engaged
n making and mending the moccasins of the party. As we had still some
superfluous baggage which would be too heavy to carry across the mountains,
it became necessary to make a cache or deposit. For this purpose we selected,
a spot on the bank of the river, three-quarters of & mile below the camp, and
three men were set to dig it, with a sentinel in the neighbourhood, who was
ordered if the natives were to straggle that way, to fire a signal for the work-
men to desist and separate. Towards evening the cache was completed, without
being perceived by the Indians, and the packages prepared for deposit.
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¢oITERT BETWEKN LREWYER AND A SHOSHONEE—THE JIDELILY AND HONOUK OF
ug‘ummul-u}s—o—runﬁmnY SLT OUT ON THEIR JOURNIY—THE CONDUCT OF CAMEAH-
(WAIT REPROVAD, AND HIMSELY RECONCILED—THE EASY PARTURITION or” rak
>H05HOM~E “o‘wr"*msronv OF THIS NATION —THEIR TERROR OF THE PAWKERS
~—'1:m:m_ GOVIHNMERT AND FAMILY ECONOMY IN THEIR TREATMENT OF CHEIR
{WbMENMIEIN COMPLAINTS OF SPANISH TREACHERY—DESCRIPTION OF THKEIR

WEAPONS OF WARRARR—THEIR cnxuous MODE OF MAKING A SHIELD—THE CAPARIBO§

OF THERIR HORSES—THE DRESS OI' THE MEN AND OF THE WOMEN PABTIC&LARLY

DESCRIBED-—THEIR MODL OI' ACQUIRING NEW NAMES.

Wrbpxespy, Angust 21, THE weather was very cold; the water which
stood in the vessels exposed to the air being covered with ice a quarter of anm
inch thick: the ink frcezes in the pen, and the Jow grounds are perfectly whitened
with frost: after this the day proved excessively warm, The party were engaged
in their usnal occupations, and completed twenty saddles with the necessary
harness, who all prepared to set off us .00n as the Indians should arrive. Our two
hunters who were despatched early in the morning have not returned, so that we
were obliged to encroach on our pork and corn, which we consider as the last
“resource, when our casual supplies of game fail.  After dark we carried our
baggage to the cache, aud deposited what we thought too cumbrous to carry
with us: a small assortment of medicines, and all the specumens of plants, seeds,
and minerals, collected since leaving the Falls of the Missouri. Late at night
Drewyer, one of the hunters, retarned with a fawn and a considerable quantity
of Indian plunder, which he had taken by way of reprisal.  While bunting this
morning in the Shoshonee cove, he came suddenly upon an ludian camp, at
which weré an old man, a young one, three women, and a boy: they showed no
sdrprise at the sight of him, und he therefore rode up to them, and after turning
his horse loose to graze, sat down and began to converse with them by signs,
They had just finished a repast on some roots, and in about twenty minutes one
of the women spoke to the rest of the party, who immediately weat out, collected
theis horses, and began to saddle them. Having rested himself, Drewyer thoug it
that he wonld coutinue his hunt, and rising, went to catch his borse, who was ut
QQ
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a short distance, forgetting at the moment to take up his rifle. He had scarcely
gone more than fifty paces when the Indians mounted their horses, the young
man snatched up the rifle, and leaving all their baggage, whipt their horses, and
set off at full speed towards the passes of the mountains: Drewyer instantly
jumped on his horse and pursued them. After ranning about ten miles the
horses of the women nearly gave out, and the women finding Drewyer gain on
them raised dreadful cries, which induced thz young man to slacken his pace,
and being mounted on a very fleet horse rode round them at a short distance.
Drewyer now came up with the women, and by signs persnaded them that he
did not mean to hurt them: they then stopped, and as the young man came
towards them Drewyer asked him for his rifle, but the only part of the answer
which he understood was Pahkee, the name by which they call their enemies,
the Minnetarees of Fort de Prairie. 'While they were thus engaged in talking,
Drewyer watched his opportunity, and seeing the Fndian off his gward, gallopped
up to him and seized his rifle : the Indian struggled for some time, but finding
Drewyer getting too strong for him, bad the presence of mind to open the pan
and let the priming fall out: he then let go lis hold, and giving lus horse the
whip escaped at full speed, leaving the women to the mercy of the conqueror.
Prewyer then returned to where he had first seen them, where he foand that
their baggnage had been left behind, and brought it to camyp with him.
Thursday, 22. 'This morning early two men were sent to complete the
covering of the caehe, which could net be so perfectly done during the night as
to elude the search of the Indians. On examining the spoils which Drewyer
had obtained, they were found to consist of several dressed and undressed
skins ; two bags woven with the bark of the silk-grass, each contsining a bushel.
of dried serviccberries, and about the same quantity of roots: an imstrument
made of bone for manufacturing the flints into heads for arrows; and 2 number
of flints themselves: these were much of the same colour und neurly as trans-
parent as common black glass, and when cut detached itself into flakes, leaving
u very sharp edge.
' The roots were of three kinds, and folded separate from each other in hides of
buffaloe made into parchment. 'The first is a, fasiform roet six wnches long, aad
abont the size of a man's finger at the largest end, with radicles larger than.is
usual in roots of the fusiform sort - the rind is white end thip, the bedy is also
white,” mealy, #nd easily reducible, by pounding, to a substance. rescmhlmg
flour, like whick it thickens by boiling, and is of anagreeable favour ; it js eaten
frequently in ity vew state either green or dried. .'The sgoond specigs was pach
mutilated, but appeared to be fibrous ;. itis of a cylindr ical form shout the size
2
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of &« small quill, hard and brittle. A past of the rind which had not been, de-
tached in the preparation was hard and black, but the rest of the root was per-
fectly white : this the Indians informed us was always boiled before eating ; and
on making the experiment we found that it became perfectly soft, but had «
bitter taste, whieh was nauseous to our taste, but which the Indians seemed to
xelish ; for on giving the roots to them they were very heartily swallowed.

The third specics was a small nut about the size of a nutmeg, of an wregu-
larly rounded form, something like the smallest of the Jerusalem artichokes,
awhich, on boiling, we found them to resemble also in flavour, and is certainly
the best root we have secn in use among the Indians. On inquinieg of the
Indians from what plant those roots were procured, they mmformed us that none
of them grew near this place.

The men were chiefly employed n dressing the skins belonging, to the party
who accompanied captain Clarke. About eleven o'clock Chaboneau and his
wife retarned with Cameahwait, accompanied by about fifty men with their
women and children. After they had encamped near us and turned loose their
horses,” we called a council of all the chiefs and warriors and addressed them in
a specch: additional presents were then distributed, particularly to the two
second chiefs, who had agreeably to their promises exerted themselves in our
favour. The council was then adjourned, and all the Indians were treated with
an abundant meal of boiled Indian corn and beans. = The poor wretches, who
had no animal food and scarcely any thing but a few fish, had been almost
starved, and received this new luxury with great thankfulness. Out of compli-
ment to the chief we gave him a few dried squashes which we had brought
from the Mandams, and he declared it was the best food he had cver tasted ex-
cept sugar, a small lump of which he had received from his sister : he now de-
clared how happy they should ail be to live in a country which produced so
many good things, and we told him that it would not be long before the white
men would put it in their power to live below the mountains, where they might
themselves caltivate all these kinds of food instead of wandering in the mom-
tains, He-appeared to be much pleased with this information, and the whole
purty being now in excellent temper after their repast, we began our purchase
of Horses. 'We soon obtained five very good ones on very reasonable terms;
that-is; by giving for each merchandise which cost us originally about six
dollarse © 'We have again to admire the perfect decency and propriety of their
cinduct; for although' so numerous, they do not attempt to orowd roend oar

-comp o take any thing which they see lying about, and: whenever they bormrow
aQ?
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knivey, or ketiles or any other article from the men, they return them with grea$
fidelity.

Towards evening we formed a drag of hushes, and in about two hours caught
five hundred and twenty-eight very good fish mo-t of them large trout. Among
them we observed for the first time ten or twelve trout of a white or silvery
colour, except on the back and head where they are of « bluish cast : in appear-
ance and shape they resemble exactly the speckled trout, except that they are
not quite so large, though the scales are much larger, and the flavour equally
good. The greater part of the fish was distributed among the Indiaus.

Friday, 23.  Our visitors scem to depend wholly on us for food, and as the
state of our provisions obliges us to be careful of our remnining stock of corn
and flour, this was an additional rcason for urging our departure ; but Cameah-
wait requested us to wait till the arrival of another party of his nation who were
expected to-day. Knowing that it wguld be in vain to oppose his wish, we
consented, and two hunters were sent oot with orders to go further up the south-
east fork than they had hitherto been. At the same time the chief was informed
of the low state of our provisions, and advised to send out his young men to
hunt. 'This he recommended them to do, and most of them set out: we then
sunk our canoes by means of stones to the bottom of the river, a situation which
better than any other secured them against the effects of the high waters, and
the frequent fires of the plains ; the Indians having promised not to disturh them
during our absence, a promise we believe the more readily, as they are aimost
100 Jazy to take the trouble of raising them for fire-wood. We were desiyous of
purchasing some more horses, but they declined selling any until we reached
their camp io the mountains. NSoon after starting the Indian huuters discovered
a mule buck, and twelve of their horsemen pursued it, for four miles. We saw
the chase, which was very entertaining, and at length they rode it down and
killed 1t. This mule back was the largest deer of any kind we have scen, being
nearly as large as a doe elk.  Besides this they brought in another deer and
three goats - but instead of a general distribution of the meat, and ssch as we
have hitherto ceen among all tribes of Indians, we observed that some families
had a,large share, while others received none. On inguiring of Cameahwait
the reason of this custom, he said that meat among them was scarce, that eaolp
hunter reserved what he killed for the use of hxmself and s own family, none
of the rest having any claim on what he chose to keep. Our hunters vejurned
saon after with two mule deer and three comimon deer, thrqe of which we dls‘
tributed among thefamilies who had received. none of the game uof their ‘own
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hunters. About three o’clock the expected party consisting of fifty men, women
and children arrived. We now learnt that most of the Indians were on their
way down the valley towards the buffaloe country, and some anxiety to accom-
pany them appeared to prevail among those who had promised to assist’ us,in
crossing the mountains. We ourselves were not without sonie apprehension
that they might leave us, but as they continued to say that they would return
with us, nothing was said upoun the subject. We were, however, resolved to
meve carly in the morning, and therefore despatched two men to hunt in the

cove and leave the game on the route we should pass to-morrow.
Satarday, 24, As the Indians who arrived yesterday had a number of spare
horses, we thought it probable they might be willing to dispose of them, and
desired the chief to speak to them for that purposc.  They declined giving any
positive answer, but requested to see the goods which we proposed to exchange,
We then produced some battle-axes which we had made at fort Mandan, and a
quantity of knives; with both of which they appeared very much pleased; and
we were soon able to purchase three horses by giving for each an axe, a knife, a
handkerchief and a little paint.  'T'o this we were obliged to add a second
knife, a shirt, a handkerchief and a pair of leggings; and such is the estimation
in which those animals are held, that even at this price, which was double that
for a horse, the fellow who sold him took upon himself great merit in having
given awuy u mule to us.  They now said that they had 1o more horses for
sale, and as we had now nme of onr own, two hired horses, and a mule, we
began loading them as heavily as was prudent, and placing the rest on the
shoulders of the Indian women, left our camp at twelve o’clock.  We were all
*on foot, except Sacajuwea, for whom ber husband had purchased a horse with
some articles which we gave lim for that purpose ; an Indian however had the
politeness to offer captain Lewis one of his horses to ride, which he accepted in
order better to direct the march of the party. We crossed the river below the
forks, directed our course towards the cove by the route already passed, and had
just reached the lower part of the cove when an Indian rode up to captain
Lewis to inform him that one of his men was very sick, and unable to come on.
The party ‘was immediately halted at a run which falls into the creek on the
left, and captain Lewis rode back two miles, and found Wiser severely afilicted.
with the colic: by giving him some of the essence of peppermint and landanum,
he reéovered sufficiently to ride the horse of captain Lewis, who then rejoined
thé party gn foot. When he arrived he found that the Indians who had been
impatiently expecting his return, at last unloaded their horses and turned them,
loose, and had now made their camp for the night. It would have been fruit-.
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Tess to remonstrate, and not prudemt to excite any irritation, ‘afd therefore,
although the sun was still bigh, and we had made only six miles, we thought it
best to renain with them : after we bad encamped there fell a slight shower of
rain. * One of the men caught several fine trout ; but Drewyer had been sent
out to hunt without having killed any thing. We therefore guve a little corn te
those of the Indians who were actually engaged in carrying cwr baggage, and
who had absolutely nothing to eat. We also advised Camcahwait, as we could
not supply all his people with provisions, to recemmend to all who were not
assisting us, to go on before us to theie camp.  This he did : but in the wmorn-
ng,

Sunday, 25, a few only followed his advice, the rest accompanying us at
some distance on each side. We set out at sunrise, and after going seventeep
miles halted for dinner within two miles of the narrow pass in the wountains.
The Indians who 'were on the sides of @ar party had started some antelopes, but
were obliged after a pursuit of several hours to abandon the chase : our hunters
had in the meantime brought in three deer, the greater part of which was dis-
tribated among the Indians. Whilst at diuner we learnt by means of Sacajawea,
that the young men who left us this morning, carried a request from the chief,
that the village would break up its encampment and meet this party to-morrow,
when they would all go down the Missouri into the buffaloe country. Alarmed
at this new caprice of the Indians, which, if not counteracted, threatened to
leave ourselves and our baggage on the mountains, or even if we reached the
waters of the Columbia, prevent our obtaining horses to go on further, captain
Lewis immediately called the three chiefs together.  After smoking a pipe he
asked them if they were men of their words, and if we can rely on their pre-
mises. 'They readily answered in the affirmative, He then asked, if they bad
not agreed to assist us in carrying our baggage over the mountains. To this
they also answered ycs; and why then, said he, have you requested your people
w meet us to-morrow, where it will be impossible for us to trade for horses, as
you promised we should. If, he continued, you had not promlsed to help us in
transporting our goods over the mountains, we should nat have 4ttemped it, but
have returned down the river, after which ne white men would ever have come
into your country. If you wish the whites to be your friends, and to bring you
arms and protect you from your enemies, you should never prgmise what you do
not mean to perform : when { first met you, you doubted what I said, yet you
afterwards saw that I told you the truth. How therefore can you deubt what I
now tell you ; you see that 1 have divided amongst you the mgat xvhlch m;
hunters kill, and 1 promise to give all who assist us a share of whatever we have
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to eat, If therefore you intend to keep your promise, send one of the young men
immediately to order the people to remain at the village till we arrive.

The two inferior chiefs then said, that they had wished to keep their werds
and to assist us ; that they had not sent for the people, but on the contrary had
disapproved of the measure which was done wholly by the first chief. Came-
ahwait remained silent for some time : at last he said that he knew he had done
wrong, but that seeing his people all in want of provisions, he had wished to
hasten their departure for the country where their wants might be supplied. He
however now declared, that having passed his word he would never violate it,
and counter-orders were immediately sent to the village by a young man, to-
whom we gave a handkerchicf in order to ensure despatch and fidelity.

This difficulty being now adjusted, our march was resumed with an unusual
degree of alacrity vn the part of the Indians. We passed a spot, where six
years ago the Shosohnees suffered a very severe defeat from the Mimnetarees ;
and late in the evening we reached the upper part of the cove where the ereck
enters the monntains, The part of the cove ou the north-east side of the creek
has lately been burnt, most probably as a signal on some occasion. Here we
were joined by our hunters with a single deer, which captain Lewis gave, as a
proof of his sincerity, to the women and children, and remained supperless
himself.  As we came along we observed several large hares, some ducks, and
many of the cock of the plains: in the low grounds of the cove were also con-
siderable quantities of wild onions.

Monday, 26. 'The morning was cxcessively cold, and the ice in our vessels
was nearly a quarter of an inch in thickness: we set out at sunrise, and soon
reached the fountain of the Missourl, where we halted for a few minutes,
and then crossing the dividing ridge reached the fine spring where captain Lewis
had slept on the 12th in his first excursion to the Shoshonee camp. 'The grasson
the hill sides is perfectly dry and parched by the sun, Lut ncar the spring was a fine
green grass : we therefore halted for dinner and tarned our horses to graze. To
each of the Indians who were engaged in carrying our baggage was distributed
a pint of corn, which they parched, then pounded, and made a sort of soup. One
of the women who had been leading two of our packhorses halted at a rivulet
about a mile behind, and sent on the two horses by a female friend : on inquir-
ing of Cameahwait the cause of her detention, he answered with great
appearance of unconcern, that she had just stopped to lie in, but would soon
overtake us. In fact, we were astonished to see her in about an hours time
come on with her new born infant and pass us on her way to the camp, apparcntly
in perfect health.
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This .wondcrfol facility with which the Indiaa womten buing forth: their
children, seems rather some benevolent gift of nature, m exempting themn from
pains which their savage state wonld render doubly grievous, thaa any result of
habit. If, as has been imagined, a pure dry aiv or a cold and elevated country
arc obstaclés to” easy delivery, every difficult incident to tUrat eparation might be
expected in this pari of the contiuent: nor can another reason, the habit of
carrying heavy burthens during pregnancy, be at all applicable to the Shoshonee
women, who rarelv carry any burdens, since their nation pessesses an abundance
of horses. We huve indeed been several times informed by these conversant
with Indian manuers, and who asserted their knowledge of the fact, that Indian
women pregnant by white men experience more difficulty in child-birth thaw
when the father is an Indian. If this account be true, it may contribute to
strengthen the belief, that the easy delivery of the Indian women is wholly cou-
stitutzonal.

The tops of the high wrcgular monntains to the westward are still entirely
covered with snow ; and the coofuess which the air acquires in passing them, is a
very agrecable rclief from the heat, which has dried up the herbage on the sides
of the hills. While we stopped, the women w ere busily employed in collecting
the root of u plant with which they feed their children, who like their mothers
are nearly half starved and m a wretched condition. It is a species of feunel
which grows In the moist grouuds ; the radix is of the knob kind, of a loong
ovate form, terminating in a single radicle, the whole being three or four inches
long, and the thickest part about the size of a man’s little finger : when fresh, it
is white, tirm, and crisp ; and when dried and pounded makes & fine white meal.
Its flavour is not unlike that of anisecd, though less pungent. From one tofour
of these knobbed roots are attached to a single stem which rises to the height of
three or four feet, and is jointed, smooth, cylindrie, and has several small
peduncles, one at each joint above the sheathing leaf. Its colour is a decp green,
as is also that of the leaf, which is sheathing, sessile, and polipartite, the divisions:
being long and narrow. The flowers, which are now in bloom, arc small and
numerous, with white and umbelliferous petals : there are no root leaves. As,
soon as the seeds bave matared, the roots of the present year as well 3s the stem,
decbine, and are renewed in the succeeding spring from the little knot which
unites the roots. The sunflower is also abundant here, and the seeds, which:
are now ripe, are gathered in considerable quantities, aud g¥ter being pounded
and rubbed between smooth stones, form a kind of meal; which is a favenrite,
dish among the Indians.

Ater dinver we coutinued our route aud weresoon mel by p-party.of yourg
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ren on-horsebiack, who turaed with-us and went to the village. As s00n as we
were within sight of it, Cameahwait -requested that we would discherge onr
guas ; the men- were therefore drawn up in a single rank, and gave a running
fire of two rounds, te the great satisfaction of the Indians. We ,tben‘ prooeeded
to the encampment where we arrived abont six o’clock, and were conducted to
the leathern lodge in the centre of thirty-two others made of brush. The
baggage was arranged mear this tent, which captain Lewis occupied, and sw-
rounded by those of the men sv as to secure it from pillage. 'This camp was in
a beautiful smooth meadow near the river, and about three miles above their camp
when we first visited the Indians. We here found Celter, who had been sent
by captain Clarke with a note apprising us that there were no hopes of a passage
by water, and that the most practicable route seemed to be that mentioned by his
guide, towards the north. Whatever road we meant to take, it was now necessary
to provide ourselves with horses; we therefore mformed Cameahwait of our
intention of going to the great river beyond the mountains, aud that we would
wish to pugchase twenty more horses: he sard the Minnetarees had stolen a
great number of their horses this spring, but he still hoped they could spare us
that number.  In order not to lose the present favourable moment, and to keep
the Indians as cheerful as possible, the violins were brought out and our men
danced to the great diversion of the Indians. This mirth was the more welcome,
because our-situation was not precisely that which would most dispose us for
gaiety, for we have only a little parched corn to eat, and our means of subsist-
ence or of success, depend on the wavering temper of the natives, who may
change their minds to-morrow.

The Shoshonees ave a small tribe of the nation called Snake Indians, a
vague denomination, which embraces at once the inhahitants of the southern
parts of the Rocky mountains-and of the plains on each side. The Shoshonees
with whom we now are, amount to about one hundred warriors, and three times
that number of women and children. Within their own recollectton they:
formerly lived in the plains; but they have been driven inte the mountains by
the Pawkees, or the: roving Indians of the Sascatchawain, and are now obliged
to: visit' ocgamionalty, and by stealth, the country of their ancestors. Their
lives are indeed migratory. From the middle of May to the beginning of Sep«
tember, they reside-on the waters of the Columbin, where they consider
themselves: perfectly seeure from the Pawkees, who have never yet found their
way-bo that reteeat. - During this time they subsist chiefly on salmon; and-as
that . fish disappears on the approach of autumn, they are- obliged to seck’
subsimterice elsewhere; They thenrcross the ridge to the waters of the Missouri,

R R
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dewn which they proceed slowly and cautiously, till they are joined near the
three forks by other bands, either of their own nation or of the Flatheads, with
whom they associate against the common enemy. Being now strong in numbers,
they venture to hunt buffaloe in the plaius eastward of the mountains, near which
thety spend the winter, till the return of the salmon invites them to the Columbia.
But such is their terror of the Pawkees, that as long as they can obtain the
scantiest subsistence, they do not leave the interior of the mountains ; and as soon
as they collect a large stock of dried meat, they again retreat, and thus alter-
nately obtaining their food at the hazard of their lives, and hiding themselves te
consume it. In this loose and wandering existence they suffer the extremes of
want: for two-thirds of the year they are forced to live in the mwountains,
passing whole weeks without meat, and with nothing to eat but a few fish and
roots. Nor can any thing be imagined more wretched than their condition at
‘the present time, when the salmon is fastretiring, when roots are becoming
scarce, and they have not yet acquired strength to hazard an encounter with their
enemies., 8o insensible are they however to these calamities, that the Shosho-
nees are not only cheerful but even gay; and their character, which 1s more
interesting than that of any Indians we have seen, has in it much of the dignity
of misfortune. In their intercourse with strangers they are frank and communi-
cative, in their dealings perfectly fair, nor have we had during our stay with
them, any reason to suspect that the display of all our new and valuable wealth,
has tempted them into a single act of dishonesty. While they have generally
shared with us the little they possess, they have always abstaived from begying
any thing from us. With their liveliness of temper, they are fond of gaudy
dresses, and of all sorts of amusements, particularly of games of hazard ; and like
most Indians fond of boasting of their own warlike exploits, whether real or
fictitious, In their conduct towards ourselves, they were kind and obliging, and
though on one occasion they seemed willing to neglect us, yet we scarcely knew
how to blame the treatment by which we suffered, when werecollected how few
civilized chief: would have bazarded the comforts or the subsistence of their
people for the sake of a few strangers. 'This manliness of character may causey
or it may be formed by the nature of their government, which is perfectly free
from any restraint. Each individual is his own master, and the vnly controt
to which his conduct is subjected, is the advice of a chief supported by his i
fluence over the opinions of the rest of the tribe. The chief himself is in fact
no more than the most confidential person among the warriors; a rank neithier!
distinguished by any external honor, nor invested by any ccremony, but:
gradushy acquired from the good wishes of his companions and by sperior
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merit; Such an officer has therefore strictly no power ; he may recommend or
advise or influence, but his commands have no effect on those who incline to
disobey, and who may at any time withdraw from their voluntary allegiance.
His shadowy autherity, which cannot survive the confidence which suppprts it,
often decays with the personal vigour of the chief, or is transferred to some more
fortunate or favourite hero.

Iu their demestic economy, the man is equally sovereign. The man is the
sole proprietor of his wives and danghters, and can barter them away, or dispose
of them in any manner he may think proper. The children are seldom corrected ;
the boys, particularly, soon become their own masters; they are never whipped, for
they say that it breaks their spirit, and that after being flogged they never recover
their mdependence of mind, even when they grow to manhood. A plurality of
wives is very common ; but these are not generally sisters, as among the Minne-
tarees and Mandans, but are purchased of different fathers. The infant daughters
are often betrothed by their father to men who are grown, either for themselves
or for their sons, for whom they are desirous of providing wives. The compen-
sation to the father is usnally made in horses or mules; and the girl remains
with her parents till the age of puberty, which is thirteen or fourteen, when she
is surrendered to her husband. At the same time the father often makes a
present to the lusband equal to what he had formerly received as the price of his
daughter, though this return is optional with her parent. Sacajawea had
been contracted in this way before she was taken prisoner, and when we
brought her back, her betrothed was stili living. Although he was double the
age of Sacajawea, and had two other wives, he claimed her, but on finding that
she had a child by her new husband, Chaboneaun, he relinquished lis pretensions
and said he-did not want her.

The chastity of the women does not appear to be held in much estimation.
The busband will for a trifling present lend his wife for a night to a stranger,
aud the loan may be protracted by increasing the value of the present. Yet
strange as it may seem, notwithstanding this facility any connexion of this kind
not . authorized by the husband, is considered highly offensive and quite as dis-
guvacefnl tp his character as the same licentionsness in civilized societies. The
Shoshonees are net so importunate in volunteeting the services of their wives as
we found the Bioux were; and indeed we observed among them some women
whe appeared to be held in more respect than those of any nation we had seen.
But.the mass of the females are condemned, as among all savage nations, to the
lowest and most laberious drudgery. When the tribe is stationary, they collect
the rgets, and cook ; they build.the huts, "dress the skins and make clotliing H
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collgct the wood, and assist in taking care of the hoxaes ow the route ; they load
the horses and have the charge of all the baggage. The only lbusiness of the
man'is to fight ; he therefore takes on himself the care of his horse, the com-
panion of his warfare ; but he will doscend to no. gther labour than .to hynt and
to fish. He would consider himself degraded by being compelled to walk any
distance ; and were he so poor as to possess only two horses, he would ride the
best of them, and leave the other for his wives and children and their baggage ;
and if he has too many wives or too much baggage for the horse, the wives have
no alternative but to follow him on foot ; they are not however often reduced to
those extremities, for their stock of horses is very ample. Notwithstanding their
losses this spring they still have at least seven hundred, among which are ahout
forty colts, and half that number of mules. There are no horses here which. can
be considered as wild ; we have seen two only un this side of the Muscleshell
, river which were_ without owners, and gven those although shy, showed every
mark of having been once in the possession of man. The original stock was
procured from the Spaniards, but they now raise their own. 'The horses are
generally very fine, of a good size, vigoraus and patient of fatigue as well as
hunger. Each warrior bas one or two ticd to a stake near his hut both day and
night, 50 as to be always prepared for action. 'The mules are obtained iu the
course of trade from the Spaniards, with whose brands several of them are marked,
or stolen from them by the frontier Indiuns. They are the finest animals of that
kind we have ever seen, and at this distance from the Spanish colonies are very
highly valued. The worst are considered as worth the price of two horses, and
a good mule cannot be oliained for less than three and somectimes four
horses.

We also saw a bridle bit, stirrups and several other articles which, like the
mules, came from the Spauish colouies, The Shoshonees say that they can
reach thosc settlements in ten days’ march by the route of the Yellow-stone
river ; but we readily perceive that the Spaniards are by no means favouyites.
They complain that the Spaniards refuse to let them have firearwns under pre-
tence that these dangerous weapons will only induce them to kill each other.
In, the meantime, say the Shoshonees, we are left to the mercy of the Minner
tarees, who having arms, plunder them of their horses, and put them to death
without mercy.  But this should not be,” said Cameahwait. fiercely, “ if we
had.gung, itstead of hiding ourselves in the mountains and liv‘mg like the bears
on roots and bersies,; we would then go down and live in the huffaloe copntry
n spite of our enemjop, Whom we bever fear whep we meet on equal texms.”

As war is the, chiefl occupation, bravery is the first] virtue amopg tbe
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Qﬂ&smées "None cin Tiope'to be J’Htlhgtﬁsbéd without' havmg given proofs of
%, nor' cifi ‘tHe¢ be any preféerment, or iifliience among the nation, without
some witlike achiévement. ‘Those important eVents whlch give reputation to a
wartiér, and %\d\ ‘entitle him to a new name, are killing a white bear, stealipg
fidividudlly the' hotses of the enémy, feading out a party who happen to be
suécesiful éither in plundering horses or déstroying the enemy, and lastly scalping
a warrior. ‘Thése acts seem of nearly equal dignity, but the last, that of taking
an'éneiy’s scalp, is an honour quitc independent of the act of vanquishing him
To kill your adversary is of no importance unless the scalp is brought from the
field of battle, and were a warrior to slay any number of his enemies in action,
atid others were to obtain the scalps or first touch the dead, they would have all
the honours, since they have borne off the trophy.

Although thus oppressed by the Minnetarees, the Shoshonees are still a very
military people. Their cold and rugged country inures them to fatigue ; ther
long abstinence makes them support the dangers of mountain warfare, and worn
down as we saw them, by want of sustenance, have a look of fierce and adven-
tarous courage. 'The Shoshonee warrior always fights on horseback ; he
possesses a few bad guns, whilh are reserved exclusively for war, but his com-
mon arws are the bow and arrow, a shield, a lance, and a weapon called by the
Chippeways, by whom it was formerly used, the poggamoggon. The bow is
made of cedar or pine covered on the outer side with sinews and glue. It is
about two and a half feet long, and does not differ in shape from those used by
the Sioux, Mandans aund Minnetarees. Sometines. however, the bow is made
of a single piece of the liorn of an elk, covered on the back like those of wood

«with sinews and glue, and occasionally ornamented by a strand wrought of
porcupine quills and sinews, which is wrapped round the horn near its two ends.
The bows made of the horns of the bighorn, are still more prized, and are formed
by cementing with glae flat pieces of the horn together, covering the back with
sinewes and’ glue, and loading the whole with 4n unusual quantity of ornaments.
The arrows resemble theote of the othér Indians, except in being more slender
thah any wé have seen. They are contained, with the implernents for striking
fire, ih a wirrow §uiver ‘formed of different kinds of skin, though that of the
ottér skéms to be préferréd. It ié just long enough- to protect the arrows from
the Wweather, add is worn on the bitk by meaus of a strap passing over the right
shotitder and umfer the left arm. "The shield'is a circulat piece of buffiloe hide
abttit two feat four or five Inchés 'ifi diameter, ornamented with fedthers, dnd a
fringe Hounid'it of dressed leathér,” and ddorned or deformed with peintings of
s'¥acgé! fiffurés.  The buffiloe hide is perfectly proof aguinst any arrow, but in

3
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the minds of the Shoshonees, its power to proteet them is chiefly derived from
the virtues which are communicated to it by the old men and jugglers. To
make a shicld is indeed one of their most important ceremonies : it begins by a
feast to which all the warriors, old men and jugglers are invited. After the
repast a hole is dug in the ground about eighteen inches in depth and of the
same diameter as the intended shield : into this hole red hot stones are thrown and
water poured over them, till they emit a very strong hot steam. The buffaloe
skin, which must be the entire hide of a male two years old, and never suffered
to dry since it was taken from the animal, is now laid across the hole, with the
fleshy side to the ground, and stretched in every direction by as many as can
take hold of it. As the skin becomes heated, the hair separates and is taken off
by the hand ; till at last the skin is contracted into the compass designed for the
shield. It is then taken off and placed on a hide prepared into parchment, and
then pounded during the rest of the festival by the bave heels of those who are
invited to it. This operation sometimes continues for several days, after which
it 18 delivered to the proprictor, and declared by the old men and jugglers to be
a security against arrows ; and provided the feast has been satisfactory, against
even the ballets of their enemies. Such is the d®usion, that many of the Indians
implicitly believe that this ceremony has given to the shield supernatural powers,
and that they have no longer to fear any weapons of their enemies.

The poggamoggon is an instrument, consisting of a handle twenty-two
inches long, made of wood, covered with dressed leather about the size of a
whip-handle : at one end is a thong of two inches in length, which is tied to a
round stone weighing two pounds and held in & cover of leather: at the other
end is a loop of the same material, which is passed round the wrist so as to,
secure the hold of the instrament, with which they strike a very severe blow.

Besides these, they have a kind of armour something like a coat of mail,
which is formed by a great many folds of dressed antelope skins, united by
means of a mixtare of glue and sand. With this they cover their own bodies and
those of thesr horses, and find it impervious to the arrow.

The caparison of their horses is a halter and a saddle: the first is either a
rope of six or seven strands of buffaloe hair platted or twisted together, about
the size of a man’s finger and of great strength : or merely a thoug of raw hide,
made pliant by peunding and rubbing ; though the first kind is much preferred.
The halter is very long, and is never taken from the neck of the horse when in
constant use. One end of it 18 first tied round the neck in 8 koot and.then
brought down to the under jaw, round which it is formed iuto a'simple noose,
passing through the mouth : it is then drawn up on the right side and held by
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the rider in his left hand, while the rest trails after him to some distance,
At other times the knot is formed at a little distance from one of the ends, so
as to let that end serve as a bridle, while the other trails on the ground. With
these cords dangling along side of them, the horse is put to his full speed without
fear of falling, and when he is turned to graze, the noose is merely taken from
his mouth. 'The saddle is formed like the pack-saddles used by the French and
Spaniards, of two flat thin boards which fit the sides of the horse, and are kept
together by two cross pieces, one before and the other behind, which rise to a
considerable height, ending sometimes in a flat point extending outwards, and
always making the saddle deep and narrow. Under this a piece of buffaloe skin,
with the hair on, is placed so as to prevent the rubbing of the boards, and when
they mount they throw a piece of skin or rabe over the saddle, which has no
permanent cover. When stirrups are used, they consist of wood covered with
leather ; but stirrups and saddles are conveniences reserved for old men and
women. The young warriors rarely use any thing except a small leather pad
stuffed with hair, and secured by a girth made of a leathern thong. In this
way they ride with great expertness, and they have a particular dexterity n
catching the horse when he is running at large. If he will not immediately
submit when they wish to take him, they make a noose in the rope, and although
the horse may be at a distance, or even running, rarely fail to fix it on his neck ;
and such is the docility of the animal, that however unruly he may seem, he
surrenders as soon as he feels the rope on him. This cord is so useful in this
way that it is never dispensed with, even when they use the Spanish bridle, which
they prefer, and always procure when they have it in their power. 'The horse
becomes almost an object of attachment: a favourite is frequently painted and
his ears cut into various shapes : the mane and tail, which are never drawn nov
trimmed, are decorated with feathers of birds, and sometimes a warrior suspends
at the breast of his horse the finest ornaments he possesses.

Thus armed and mounted the Shoshonee is a formidable enemy, even with
the feeble weapons which he is still obliged to use. 'When they attack at full
speed they bend forward and cover their bodies with the shield, while with the
right band they shoot under the horse’s neck.

The only articles of metal which the Shoshonees possess are a few bad knives,
some brass kettles, some bracelets or armbands of iron and brass, a few buttons
worn.as ornaments in their hair, one or two spears about a foot in-length, and
some ‘heads for arrows, made of iron and brass. A these they had ob-
tained in trading with the Crow or Rocky mountain Indians, who live on
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the Yellowstgne. The few bridle-bits and stizryps. they procured fromw the
Spanish colonies,

The instiument which supplies the place of .8 knife among thewm, isa piece
of flmt with no regular form, and the sharp part of 3t not mare than one or twe
inches long : the edge of this is renewed, and the flint itself is formed inta heads
for atrrows, by means of the point of a deer or elk horn, an ipstrament. which
they use with great art and ingenuity. 'I'here are no axes or hatehets ; all the
wood being cut with fliut or elk-horn, the latter of winch is always used as &
wedge in splitting wood. Their utensils consist, besides the brass kettles, of
pots 1n the form of a jar, made either of earth, or of a stoue found in the hilk
between Madison and Jefferson rivers, which, though soft and white in its
natural state, becomes very hard and black after exposure to the fire, The
horus of the buffaloe and the bighorn supply them with speous.

The fire 15 always kindled by gveans of a blunt arrow, and a piece
of well-seasoned wood of a soft spongy hind, such as the willow or cotten-
wood.

The Shoshanees are of a diminutive stature, with thick flat feet and ancles,
crooked legs, and are, generally speaking, worse formed than aoy nation of
Indians we have seen. Their complexion rcsembles that of the Sioux, and is
darker than that of the Minnetarees, Mandans, or Shawnees. 'The hair of both
sexes s suffered to fall loosely over the face and down the shoulders : some men,
however, divide it by meaus of thongs of dressed leather or otter skin into two
equal gneues, which hang over the ears and are drawn in front of the body ;
but at the present moment, when the nation is afflicted by the loss of so many
relations killed in war, most of them have the hair cut quite short in the neck,_
and Cameahwait has the hair cut short all over his head, this heing the customary
mourning for a deceased kindred.

The dress of the men consists of a robe, a tippet, a shirt, long leggings and
moccasins, The robe s formed most commeonly of the skins of antelope, big-
horn, or deer, though when it can be procured, the buffaloe hide is prefetred.
Sometimes too they are made of beaver, moonax, and small wolves, and fre-
quently during the summer, of elk skin, These are dresséd with the hair on,
and yeach abont as low as the middie of the leg. They are worn loosely over
the shoujders, the sides being at pleasure either left open pr drawn together by
the bandy and in cold weather kept cldse bya girdle rputﬁi the waist. 'This
robe answers the purpase of a cloak during the day, and at night is their ‘onlv
covEring.
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- Fhe tippet is the most elepant: article of - Indiati dress we have ever seen.
The neck or collar of it is a strip about four or five inches wide, cut from the
back of the otter skim, the nose and eyes forming one extremity, and the tail
enother. This being dressed with the far on, they attach to one edgewf it,
from one hundred to two hundred and fifty little rolls of ermine skin, beginning
at the ear, and proceeding towards the tail. These ermine skins are the same
kind of warrow strips from the back of that animal, which are sewed round a
small cord of twisted silkgrass thick enough to make the skin taper towards the
tail which hangs from the end, and are generally about the size of a large quill.
'Whese are tied at the head into little bundles, of two, three or more, according
to the caprice of the wearer, and then suspended from the collar, and a broad
fringe of ermine skin is fixed so as to cover the parts where they unite, which
might have a coarse appearance. Little tassels of fringe of the same materials
ate also fastened to the extremities of the tail, so as to show its black colour to
greater advantage. 'The centre of the collar is further ornamented with the
shells of the pearl oyster. 'Thus adorned, the collar is worn close round-the
neck, aad the little rolls fall down over the shoulders nearly to the waist, so-as to
form a sort of short cloak, which bas a very handsome appearance. These
tippets are very highly esteemed, and are given or disposed of. on important
accasions only. The ermine is the fur known to the north-west traders by the
name of the white weasel, but is the genvine ermine ; and by encouraging the
Indiavs to. take them, might no doubt be rendered a valuable branch of trade.
Thesa animals must be very abundaat, for the tippets are in great numbers, and
the construction of each reguires at least one hundred skins.

The shirt is a covering of dressed skin without the hair, and formed of the
‘hide of the antelope, deer, bighorn, or elk, though the last is more rarely nsed
than any other for this purpose. It fits the body loosely, and reaches half way
dawn.the thigh. The aperture at the top is wide enough to admit the head,
and. has no coller,. but is either left square, or most frequently terminates in the
tail of the animal, which is left entire, so as to fold outwards, though sometimes
the. edges are cut into a fringe, and ornamented with quills of the poreupine.
The seams of the shirt are on the sides, and are richly fringed and adorned with
porcupine qudls till within five or six inches of the sleeve, where it is left opén,,
8a; is aleo 1he ynder side of the sigeve from the shouldet to'the dlbow, where it
fits closgly round the arm.as low as the wrist, and has no fringe Jike the sides;

and the nnder part of the sleeve abeve the elbow. . It is kept up by wide shonlder
m-aps, on which the manufacturer displays his taste by the variety of figures:
wronght with porcupine quills of different colours, and sometimes by beads when

§8
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they cxn be obtained. The lower end of the shirt ratains the natural shape of
the fore legs and neck of the skin, with the addition of » shight fringe ; the
hair too is left on the tail and near the hoofs. part of which last is retained amd
split énto a fringe.

The leggings are generally made of antelope skins, dressed without the b,
and with the legs, tail and neck hanging to them. Each legzing is formed of
a skin necarly entire, and reaches from the ancle to the upper part of the thigh;
and the legs of the skin are tucked before and behind under a girdle round the
waist. It fits closely to the leg, the tail being worn upwards, and the neck;
highly ornamented with fringe and porcupine quills, drags on the ground behind
the heels. As the legs of the animal are tied round the girdle, the wide part
of the skin is drawn so high as to conceal the parts usually kept from view, in
which respect their dress is much more decent than that of any nation of Indians
on the Missouri. The seams of thedeggings down the sides, are also fringed
and ormamented, and occasionally decorated with tufts of hair taken from ene-
mies whom 'they have slain. In making all these dresses, their only thread
is the sinew taken from the backs and loins of deer, elk, buffalve, or anmy other
animal.

The moccasin is of the deer, elk, or buffaloe skin, dressed without the hair,
though in winter they use the buffaloe skin with the hairy side inwanrd, as do
most of the Indians who inhabit the buffaloe country. Like the Mandan moc-
casin, it 13 made with a single seam on the outer edge, and sewed up behind, a
bole being left at the instep to admit the foot. It is variously ornamented with
figures wrought with porcwpine quills, and sometimes the young men most fond
of dress, cover it with the skm of a polecat, and trail at their heels the tail of the
animal. )

The dress of the women consists of the same articles as that of their hus.
bands. The robe though smaller is worn i the same way : the moccasins are
precisely similar. The shirt or chemise reaches haif way down the leg, is in
the same form, except that there is no shoulder-strap, the seam coming yuite
up to the shoulder ; though for women who give suck both sides are open, almost
down to the waist. It is also ormamented m the sawe way with the addition of
little patches of red cloth, edped round with beads at the skirts. ' The ohief
ornament is over the breast, where there are carious figures made with the
usual laxury of percupine quils. Like the men-they hive « girdle ‘pound
the waist, and when either sex wishes to divervgage thearm, it is diawn. np

through the hole near the shonlder, snd the Jower part of the sleeve (uwa
behind the body.
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Childven alone wear beads round their necks ; grown persons of both sexes
prefer them suspended in little bunches from the ear, and somefimes intermixed
with triangular pieces of the shell of the pearl oyster. Sometimes the men tie
them in the same way to the hair of the forepart of the head, and increase the
beauty of it by adding the wings and tas of birds, and particularly the feathets
of the great eagle or calumet bird, of which they are extremely fond. 'The
collars are formed either of sea shells procured from their relations to the south-
west, or of the sweet-scented grass which grows in the neighbourhood, and
which they twist or plait together, to the thickness of a man’s finger, and then
cover with porcupine quills of various colours. The first of these is worm in-
discriminately by both sexes, the second principally confined to the men, while
a string of elk’s tusks is a collar almost peculiar to the women and children.
Another collar worn by the men is a string of round bones like the joints of a
fish’s back, but the collar most prefered, because most honourable, is one of the
claws of the brown bear. 'To kill one of these animals is as distinguished an
achievement as to have put to death an enemy, and in fact with thewr weapous is
a more dangerous trial of courage. These claws are suspended on a thong of
dressed leather, and being ornamented with beads, are worn round the neck by
the warriors with great pride. 'The men also frequently wear the skin of a fox,
or a strip of otter skin round the head in the form of a bandeau.

In short, the dress of the Shoshonees is as convenient and decent as that of
any kndians we have seen.

They have many more children than might have heen expected considering
their precarions means of support and their wanderiog life. This inconvenience
1 however balanced by the wonderful facility with which their females underge
the operations of child-birth. In the most advanced state of pregnaicy they
continue Lheir usaal occupations, which are scarcely interrupted longer than the

were time of bringing the child into the world. .
The old man are few is namber, and donot appear to be treated with much
tenderness. or respect:

- The tobacco used by the Shoshonees is not cultivated among them, but ob-
wmad fhoma the Indians of the Rocky mountains, and from some of the bands of
their 'own ‘nation who live south of thewm : it is the same plant which is in use
sinong-the Minnetarees, Mandans, and Ricaras,

Their chief intexvourse with other nations seems to consist in their, assaciation
with.other Snake Indians, and with the Flatheads when they go eastward to hunt

baffsdoe, .and in the occasional wisits made by the Flatheads to the waters of
s82
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the Columbia for the purpose of fishing. Their intercourse with the Spaniards
i6 much more rare, and it farnishes them with a few articles, such as mules,
and some bridles, and other ornaments for horses, which, as well as some of their
kitchen utensils, are also furnished by the bauds of Snake Indians from the
Yellowstone. The pearl ornaments which they esteem so lighly come from
other bands, whom they represent as their friends and relations, living to the
south-west beyond the barren plains on the other side of the mountains : these
relations they say inhabit a good country, abounding with elk, deer, bear, and
antelope, where horses and mnules are much more abundant than they are here,
er to wse their own expression, as numerous as the grass of the piains.

The names of the Indians varies in the course of their life: originally given
in childhood; from the mere necessity of distingunishing objects, or from some
accidental resemblance to external objects, the young warrior i» imnpatient to
change it by seme achievement of his owy, Any important event, the stealing
of bhorses, the.scalping an enemy, or killing a brown bear, entitles him at once
o0 2 new name which he then selects for himself, and it is confirmed by the nation.
Sometimes the two names subsist together : thus, the chief Cameahwait, which
means, “ one who never walks,” has the war name of Tooettecone, or * black
gun,” which he acquired when he first signalized himself. As each new action
gives a warrior a right to change his uyue, many of them have had several in
the course of their lives, o .give to a friend his own name is an act of high
courtesy, and a pledge, like that of pulling off the moccasin, of sincerity and
hospitality. The chief in this way gave his name to captain Clarke when he
first arrived, and he was afterwards known among the Shoshonees by the name
of Cameshwait. (

,The diseases incident, to this state of Jife may besupposed to be few, and
chn;ﬂy the result of accidents. We were particularly anxious to ascertain
whether they had any knowledge of the vencreal disorder. After inquiring by
means of the interpreter and s wife, we learnt that they sometimes suffered
from it, and that they most usually die with it ; nor could we discover what was
their remedy. It is possible that this disease may have reached them in their
citcuitous communications with the whites through the infermediate Indians;
T)gli the situation of the Shoshonees is so insulated, that it is net prohable. that
it couid have reached them in that way, aud the existence of such a diserder
amdﬁg the Rocky mountains seems rather & proof of its peing p,bqngmal
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CHAP. XVIL

THE PARTY, AFTER PROCURING HORSES FROM THE SHOSHONERS, PROCEED ‘ON THEIR
JOURNEY THROUGH THE MOUNTAIN&—THE DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS OF THE ROUTE
~~A GOUNCIL HELD WITH ANOTHER BAND OF -THE .SHOSHONEES, :OF WHOM SOME
ACCOUNT IS GIVEN—-THEY ARE REDUCED TO THE NECESSITY OF KILLING Tnsm
HORSES FOR FOOD—CAPTAIN CLARKE WITH A SMALL PARTY PRECEDES 'rux MA;N
BODY IN QUEST OF FOOD, AND IS HOSPITABLY RECEIVED BY THE FIERCED-ROSE
INDIANS—ARRIVAL OF THE MAIN BODY AMONGST THIS TRIBE, ‘WITH WHOM A COUNCIL
8 HELD-—THEY RBSOLVE TO PERFORM THE REMAINDER OF THEIR JOURNEY IN
CANORS—SICKNESS OF THE PARTY-—THEY DESCEND THE KOOSKQOSKEE TO ITS JUNO-
TION WITH LEWIS RIVER, AFTER PASSING SEVERAL DANGEROUS RAPIDS — SHORT
DESCRIPTION OF THE MANNERS AND DRESS OF THE PIERCED-NOSE INDIANS,

Aveust 27.° 'WE were now occupied in determining our route and procuring
horses from the Tndians.” The old guide who had been sent on by captain
Clarke, now confirmed, by means of our interpreter, what he had already
asserted, ‘of a road up Berry creek which would lead to Indian establishments
on another branch of the Columbia : his reports however were contradlcted by
all the Shoshonees. This representation we ascribed to a wish on their part to
kéep us’ with them dﬂrmg the winter, as well for the protection we might afford
’ag‘émst their enemies, as for the purpose of consuming our merchandise amongst
them'; and as the old man promised to conduict us himself, that route seemed to
bé the mdkt’ efigible.” "“WWe wérd able to procure some horses, though not enougb
for dfl'Ghr'purposes;” This ttaffic, and our'inquiries ‘and councils with the Indians,
cﬁ%d&héd”‘the rétiiainder’ of ‘hie dky.’

K gkt 28" Phé- jmrchuse of horses was resumed, and our stock raised to
tWeiity $wo:S Waving now crodbed more tﬁan once the" country ‘which separates
tffé’!%ad‘watéi‘s‘of‘ e Missotri Trom’ those ‘of "the’ (‘foium'l‘na, we can designate
the easiéht m&“&bﬁ"‘eiﬁéanﬁé\is route k'’ pm‘tage : 'it 18 a5 follows®

“From the forks of the river north 60° west, five miles to the point of a hﬂl
on the right # then south’' 80" west, ten miles to'a spot where the creek is ten
yards wide, and the highlands approach within two hundred yards; south-west
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five miles to a narrow part of the bottom; then turning south 70° west, two miles
to a creek on the right: thence south 80° west, three miles to a rocky point
opposite to u thicket of pines on the left: from that place west, three miles to
the gap where is the fountain of the Missouri: on leaving this fountain south 80"
west, six miles across the dividung ridge, to a run from the right passing several
small streams north 80° west, four miles over hilly ground to the east fork of
Lewis’s river, which is here forty yards wide,

Thursday, 29. Captam Clarke joined us this morning, and we continued

our bargains for horses. The late musfortunes of the Shoshonees make the price
higher than common, so that one horse cost a pistel, oue hundred balls, some
powder, and a kaife; another was changed for a musket, and in this way we
obtained twenty-nine. 'Che horses themselves are young and vigoroas, but they
are very poor, and most of them have sore backs in consequence of the roughness
of the Shoshouee saddlc. We are therefgre afraid of loading them too heavily,
and are anxious Lo obtain cne at least for each man, te carry the baggage, or the
man himself, or in the last resource to serve as food; but with all our exertions
we conld not provide all our men with horses. We have, however, been fortu-
nate in obtaining for the last three days a sufficient supply of flesh, our hunters
having killed two or three deer every day.
" Friday, 30. The weather was fine, and having now made all our purchases,
we loaded our horses, and prepared to start. The greater part of the band wheo
had delayed their journey on our account, were also ready to depart. We then
took our leave of the Shoshonees, wha set out on their visit fo the Missouri, at
the same time that we, accompanied by the old guide, his four sons,,and another
Indian, began the descentof the river, along the same raad which captain Clarke
had L)re;viously pursued. After riding twelve mies we encamped au the south
bank of the river, and as the hunters had brought in three deer early in the
morning, we did net feel the.wang of provisious,

Saturday, 81. . At sunrise we resumed our journey, and halted foy three hours
on_ 8slmon creek to let the horses graze. We then proceeded to the stream
called Berry creek, eighteen miles from the camp af last night: a9.we prssed
along, the vallies and prairies were on fire in. several pluces, in ordex te collect
tln; bands of the Shoshonees and, the Flatheads, for their journey to the Missguzi.
The weafther was warm and, sulry, but the only inconvenience which we appren
hend'is a dearth of food, of which we had torday an abundange, baving procurse
a,dger, 2 goase, ope duck, and a prairie fowl. On reaching Tower creck weloft

ae former traﬂf. of scaptain Clarke, and began to explare the, mew rente, Mbmh
is our last hope of Zetting ot of the seountains. Fer four miles the.road,.which
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is tolerably plain, fed us along Berry éroek to some old ¥ndian Todges, where we
encamped for the night; the next day,

Sutiday, September 1, 1805, we foHowed the same road which hereleft the
creck, and tnrned to the north-west across the hills. Durimg ali the day we were
riding over these hills, from which are many drains and smaHl strea'tns’runnii;g
into the river o the left, and at the distance of eighteen wiiles came to a large
creek called Fish creek, emptying into the Colombia, which is about six miles
from us. Tt had rainéd'in the course of the day, and commenced raining again
towards evening. We therefore determined not to leave the low grounds to
night, and after going vp Fish creek four miles, formed our encampment. The
country over which we passed is well watered, but poor and rugged or stony,
except the bottoms of Fish creek, and even these are narrow. Two men weté
sent to purchase fish of the Indians at the mouth of the creek, and with the
dried fish which they obtained, und a deer and a few salmon killed by the party,
we were still well supplied. Two bear also were woundéd, but we could pro-
cure neither of them:

Monday, 2. This morning all the Indians left us, except the old guide,
who now conducted us np Fish creek: at one mile and a half we passed a branch
of the river, coming in through 2 low ground covered with pine on the left,
and two and a half mriles further is a second branch from the right: after con-
tinving our route along the hills covered with pine, and a low ground of the
same growth, we arrived at thc distance of three and a half miles, at the forks
of the creek. The road which we were following now turned up the eéast
side of these forks, and asour guide informed us, led to the Missouri. We were
therefore left without any track; but as no time was to be lost we began to
cut our road up the west branch of the creek. This we effected with much
difficulty; the thickets of trees and brush, through which we were obliged to
cut our way, required great labour; the road itself was over the steep and rocky
sides of the hills, where the horses could not move without dangéer of slipping
down, while their feet were brutised by the rocks and stumps of trees. Accus-
tomed as these animals were to this kind of life, they suffered sevetelv! several
of thern féll to some distance ‘down'the sides of the hills, some turned over with
the baggage, one wes crippled, and two gave ont, exhausted with fatigue.  After
crossing the oréek weveral tithes we ot lwst made five miles, with great fatigwe
#nd Yabour, ‘and ‘encemped-on the feft sider of the creek, 'in 2 small ' vtony low
grovtd. - It was-not, howover, ¢l after’ dark that the whole party Was colldcted,
andl then, as itsrained, xnd we killed shothing, we passed an wnrcomfurtable wight.
The party had beon teo'busily octupied with the horses'ts maké'any tuntitig’

2
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excursion, and though, as we came aloug Fish creek, we saw many beaver dams,
we saw none of the animals themselves. In the morning,

Tuesday, 3, the horses were very stiff and weary. We sent back two men
for the load of the horse which had been crippled yesterday, and which we had
been forced to leave two miles behind. Ou their return we set out at eight
o’clock, and proceeded up the creek, making a passage through the brush and
timber along its borders. The country is generally supplied with ping, and
in the low grounds is a great abundance of fir trees and under bushes. The
mountains are high and rugged, and those to the east of us covered with snow.
With all our precautions the horses were very much injured in passing over the
ridges and steep points of the hills, and to add to the difficuity, at the distance
of eleven miles, the high mountains closed the creek, so that we were obliged
to leave the creek to the right, and cross the mountain abruptly. The ascent
was here so steep, that several of the kprses slipped and hurt themselves, but at
last we succeeded in crossing the mountain, and encamped on a small branch
of Fish creek. 'We had now made fourteen miles, in a direction nearly north
from the river; but this distance, though short, was very fatiguing, and rendered
still more disagreeable by the rain, which began at three o'clock. At dusk it
commenced snowing, and continued till the ground was covered to the depth of
two inches, when it changed into a sleet. 'We here met with a serious misfortune,
the last of our thermometers being broken by accident. After making a scanty
supper on a little corn, and a few pheasants killed in the course of the day, we
laid down to sleep, and next morning,

Wednesday, 4, found every thing frozen, and the ground covered with snow.
We were obliged to wait some time, in order to thaw the covers of the baggage,
after which we began our journey at eight o'cleck. We crossed a high moure
tain, which forms the dividing ridge between the waters of the creek we had
been ascending, and those running to the north and west. We had not gone
more than six miles over the snow, when we reached the head of astream from the
right, which directed its course more to the westward. We descended the stée;;
sides of the hills along its border, and at the distance of three miles found a
small branch coming in from the eastward. We saw several of the argalia,
but they were too shy to be killed, and we therefore made a dinper from a deer
shot by one of the bunters. Then we pursued the course of the stream for three
wiles, till .it emptied itself into a river from the east. In the wide valley at
their junction, we discovered a large encampment of Indians: when we had
reached them gnd alighted from our horses, we were received with great cordi-
ality. A cooncil was immediatedly assembled, white robes were thrown aver



321

our shoulders, and the pipe of peace ntroduced. After this ceremony, as it was
too late to go any further, we encamped, and continued smokiig and conversing

seith the chiefs till a Tatc hour. 'The next morning,

Thudrsday, 5, we assembled the chiefs and warriers, and informed them who
we were, and the purpose for which we visited their country:- All this was how-
ever conveyed to them through so many different langwages, thint it was not
comprehended without difficulty. We therefore proceeded’ o the mbrc intelli-
gible language of presents, and made four chiefs, by giving a medal and a small
qLIantnty of tobacco to each. We received in tarn from the principaléhief; a
present consisting of the skins of a braro, an otter, and two antelopes, and! wéte
treated by the women to some dried roots and berrics. We then ‘beguit ‘to
traflic for horses, and succeeding in exchanged seven, and purchasing eleven, for
which we gave a few articles of merchandize.

This encampment consists of thirty-three tents, in which.wére about four
hundred souls, amon:z whom vighty were men. They are called ‘Ootlashoots,
and represent themselves as one band of a nation called Tushcpaws, a numerons
people of four hundred and fifty tents, residing on the heads of the Missouri and
Columbia rivers, and some of them lower down the latter river. In péx:son
these Indians are stout, and their complexion lighter than that common among
The hair of the men is worn in quenes of otter skin, falling in front
over the shuulders. A shirt of dressed skin covers the body to the knee, and
on this is worn occasionally a robe. To thesc were added leggings and moe-
casins. 'The women suffer their bair to fall in disarder over the face and shoulders,

and their chief article of covering is a long shirt of skin, reaching down to the
In other respects, as also in the few ornaments

Indians.

ancles, and ticed round the waist,
whlch they possess, their appearance is similar to that of the Shoshonees; iheve

ls however, a difference between the language of these people, which is still
fayther increased by the very extraordinary pronunciation of the Qotlashoots.
Their words have all g remarkably guttural sound, and there is nothing which
seems to represent the tone of their speaking more exactly than the cluckmn' of
a fowl, or the noise of a parrot. is pocullarity renders their voices Scar(:ely
audxblc, exgept at a short distance, and when many of them are talking, forms
a stnauge confusion of sognds. The common cohvetsation we bverheaxd con-
msfed of low gutt{pral sounds, occaslonally broken by o loud word of ‘two; aftée
wkc}l it would relags? §nd scarce‘ll be dlsﬁngmsﬁeﬂ They seel kiud:adﬂ
fmitidly m}d#,?vﬂhglgly sl;gred mt&ﬂus ;i)err;ise s;ng r?oiﬁwnggxafbrr:efﬁ t;iir M‘ig
visions, ir op is thieir horse ch are” 2, an
Sork of o b g} & %&*i’éﬁéﬁm hitwidtréd.

so numerous that this party

®
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Friday, 6. We continued this morning with the Qotlashoots, from whom
we purchased two more horses, and procvred a vocabnlary of their language.
'The Ootlashoots set off abont two o’clock to join the different bands who were
cqllecting at the three forks of the Missouri. 'We ourselves proceeded at the
same time, and taking a direction N. 30 W. crossed within the distance of one
mile and a half, a small river from the right, and a creek coming in from the
north. This river is the main stream, and when it reaches the end of the valley,
where the mountains close in upon it, is joined by the river on which we en-
camped last evening, as well as by the creek just mentioned. 'To the river thus
formed we gave the name of captain Clarke, he being the first white man who
had ever visited its waters. At the end of five miles on this course we had
crossed the valley, and reached the top of a mountain covered with pine; this
we descended along the steep sides and ravines for a mile and a half, when we
came to a spot on the river, where the OGtlashoots had encamped a few days
before. 'We then followed the course of the river, which is from twenty-five to
thirty yards wide, shallow, stony, and the low grounds on its borders narrow.
‘Within the distance of three and a half miles, we crossed it several times, and
after passing a run on each side, encamped on its right bank, after making ten
niles during the afterncon. 'The horses were turned out to graze, but these we
had lately bought were securcd and watched, lest they should escape, or be
stolen by their former owners.  Our stock of flour was now exhansted, and we
had but little corn, aud as our hunters had killed nothing except two pheasants,
our supper consisted chiefly of berries.

Saturday, 7. The greater part of the day the weather was dark and rainy :
we continued through the narrow low grounds along the river, till at the distance
of six miles we came to a large creek from the left, after which the bottoms
widen. Four miles lower is another creek on the same side, and the valley now
extends from one to three miles, the mountains on the left being high and bald,
with siow on the summits, while the country to the right is open and hilly.
Four miles beyond this is a creek running frpm the snow-topped mountains, and
several runs on both sides of the river. Two miles from this last is another
creek on the left. The afternoon was now far advanced, but not being able to
find a fit place to encamp we continued six miles further till after dark, when
we halted for the night. The river here is still shallow and stony, but is in-
creased to the width of fifty yards. The valley through which we passed ls of a
poor soil, and its fertility injured by the quantity of stone scatiéred over it.' 'We
met two horses which had strayed from thé Indians and were now quite wild.
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No fish was to be seen in the river, but we obtained a very agreeable supply of
two deer, two cranes, and two pheasants.

Sunday, 8. We set out early : the snow-top'd hills on the left approach the
river near our camp, but we soon reached a valley four or five miles wide,
through which we followed the course of the river in a direction duc noMh.
We passed three creeks on the right, and several runs emptying themselves into
the opposite side of the river. At the distance of eleven miles the river turned
more towards the west : we pursued it for twelve miles, and encamped near a
large creek coming in from the right, which, from its being divided ints four
different channels, we called Bcattering creck. The valley continues to be a
poor stony land, with scarcely any timber, except some pine trees along the
waters and partially scattered on the hills to the right, which, as well as¢ those
on the left, have snow on them. The plant which forces itsell most on our
attention is a species of prickly pear very common on this part of the river: it,
grows in clusters, in an oval form about the size of a pigeon’s egg, and its thorns
are so strong and bearded, that when it penetrates our feet it brings away the
pear itself. We saw two marcs and a colt, which, like the horses seen yesterday,
seemed to have lost themselves and become wild. Our game to-day consisted
of two deer, an elk, and a prairie fowl.

Monday, 9. We resumed our journey through the valley, and leaving the
road on our right crossed the Scattering creek, and halted at the distance of
twelve miles on a small run from the east, where we breakfasted on the remaing
of yesterday’s hunt: we here took a meridian altitade, which gave the latitude
of 46° 41' 38" 9"": we then continued, and at the distance of four miles passed
over to the left bank of the river, where we found a large road through the
) valley. At this place is a handsome stream of very clear water, a huandred yards
wide with low banks, and a bed formed entirely of gravel : it has every appear-
ance of being navigable, but as it contains no salmon, we presume there must
be some fall below which obstructs their passage. Qur guide could not inform
us where this river discharged its waters: he said that as far as he knew its
course it ran along the mountain$ to the north, and that not far from our present
position it was joined by another stream nearly as large as itself, which rises in
the mountains to the east near the Missouri, and flows through an extensive
valley or open prairie. . l‘hrough this prairie is the great Indian road to the
waters of the Missouri; and so direct is the route, that in four days® Joumey
from this place we might reach the Missouri about thirty miles above what ‘we
called the Gates of the Rocky mountains, or the spot where the v;dley of that
river widens into an extensive ‘plain on entering the chain of mountains. At ten

TT2
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miles from our camp is a small creck falling in from the eastward, five miles
below which we halted at a large strenm which empties itself on the west side
of the river. It is a fine bold creck of clear water sbont twenty yards wide,
and we called it T'raveller's-vest creek ; for as our guide told us that we should
here leave the river, we determined to remain for the purpose of making cclestial
observations and collecting some food, as the country through which we are to
pass has no game for a great distance.

The valley of the river through which we have been passing 's generally a
prairie from five to six miles in width, and with a cold gravelly white sml. The
timber which it possesses is almost cxclusively pine, chiefly of the long-leafed
kind, with some spruce, and a species of fir resembling the Scotch fir: near the
water courscs are also seen a few narrow-leafed cottonwood trees, and the only
underbrush is the redwood, honeysuckle, and roscbushes.  Qur game was four
deer, three gecse, four ducks, and three prattie fowls : onc of the hunters brought
in a red-headed woodpecker of the large kind common in the United States, but
the first of the kind we have seen since leaving the Tllinois.

‘Tuesday, 10. The morning being fair all the hunters were sent out, and
the rest of the party employed in repairing their clothes: two of them were sent
to the junction of the river from the ecast, along which the Indians go te the
Missouri : it is about seven miles helow Traveller's-rest creek ; the country at
the forks is seven or cight miles wide, level and open, but with httle timber : its
course is to the north, and we itucline to believe that this is the river which the
Minnetarees had described to us as running from south to north along the west
side of the Rocky mountains, not far from the sources of Medicine river : there
fs moreover reason to snppose, that after going as far northward as the head-
waters of that river it turns to the westward and joms the Tacootchetessee.
Towards evening one of the hunters returned with three Indians, whom he had
met i his excarsion up Traveller’s-rest ereck : as soon as they saw him they
preparcd to attack him with arrows, but he quicted them by laying down his
gun and advancing towards them, and soon persuaded them to come to the
camp. Our Shoshonee guide conld not speak the langnage of these people, but
by the universal language of signs and gesticulations, which is perfectly intcl-
ligible among the Indians, he found that these were three Tushepaw Flatheads
in purstit of two men, supposed to be Shoshonees, who had stolen twenty-three
of their horses : we gave them some boiled venison and a few presents : such as
a fishhook, a steel to strike fire, and a little powder ; but they seemed better
pleased with a piece of riband which we tied in the hair of eachof them. They
were however in such haste, lest their horses should be carried off, that twe of
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them set off after sunset in quest of the robbers: the third however was persuaded
to remain with uy and conduct us to his relations : these he said were numerous,
and resided on the Columbia in the plain below the mountains. Irom that
place he added, the river was navigable to the ocean ; that some of his rclations
had been there last fall and seen an old white man who resided there by himsdlfs
and who gave them some handkerchiefs like those we have, The distance from
this place is five sleeps or days’ journey. 'When our hunters had all jomed us
we found our provisions consisted of four deer, a beaver, and three grouse.

The observation of to-day gave 46” 48" 28” as the latitude of '[raveller’s-rest
creek.
Wednesday, 11. Two of our horses having strayed away we were de-
tained all the worning hefore thev were caught. In the meantinie our Tushepaw
Indian became impatient of the delay, and set out to return home alone. As
usnal we had despatched four of our best hunters a-head, and as we hoped with
their aid and our present stock of provisions to subsist on the route, we proceeded
at three o’clock up the right side of the creek, and encamped under some old
Indian hats at the distance of seven miles,  T'he road was plain and good : the
valley is however narrower than that which we left and bordered by high and
rugwed hills to the right, while the moantains on the left were covered with

The day was fair and warm, the wind from the north-west.

SNOW.
We proceeded at

Thur-day, 12, There was a white frost this moruning.
seven o'clock and soon passcd a strcam falling in on the right, near wlich was
an old Indian camp with a bath or sweating-house covered with carth, At two
miles distance we ascended a high hill, and thence continued iheongh o hilly and
thickly timibered country for nine miles, when we camc te the forks of the
creek, where the road branches up each fork.  We followed the western route,
and finding ihat the creck made a considerable bend at the distance of fonr
miles, crosscd a high mountain in order to avoid the circuit.  The road had
been very bad during the first part of the day, but the passuge of the mountam,
which was cight nules across, was very painful to the horses, as we were obliged
to go over steep stony sides of hills and along the hollows and ravines, rendercd
more disagrecable by the fallen tunber, chiefly pine, sprace pine and fir.  We
at lenath reached the creek, having made twenty-three miles of a route so difli-
cult that some of the party did not join us-before ten o’clock.  We found the
account of the scantiness of game buat too true, as we were not able'to procure
any thing during the whole of yesterday, and te-day we killed ouly a single
pheasant. Alohg the road we observed many of the pine trees peeled off, which
1s done by the Indians to procure the inner bark for food in the spring.
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Friday, 13. Two of our horses strayed away during the night, and one of
them being captain Lewis’s, he remained with four men fo search for them
while we proceeded up the creek: at the distance of two miles we came to
several springs issuing from large rocks of a coarse hard grit, and nearly boiling
hot. 'These seem to be much frequented as there are several paths made by elk,
deer and other animals, and near one of the springs a holc or Indian hath, and
roads leading in different directions. These embarrassed our guide, who mis-
taking the road took us three miles out of the proper course over an exceedingly
bad route. e then fell into the right road, and proceeded on very well, when
having made five miles we stopped to refresh the horses. Captain Lewis here
joined us, but not having been able to find his horse, two men were sent back to
continue the search. We then proceeded along the same kind of country which
we passed yesterday, and after crossing a mountain and leaving the sources of
the Traveller's-rest creek on the left, reached after five miles riding a small creek,
which also came in from' the left band, passing through open glades, some of
which were bhalf a mile wide. 'The road which had been as usual rugged and
stony, became firm, plain and level after quitting the head of Traveller's-rest. We
followed the course of this new creek for two miles, and encamped zt a spot
where the mountains close on each side. Other mountains covered with snow
are in view, to the south-cast and south-west. We were somewhat more fortu-
nate to-day, in killing a deer and several pheasants, which were of the common
species, except that the tail was black.

Saturday, 14. The day was very cloudy with rain and bhail in the vallies,
while on the top of the mountains some snow fell. We proceeded early, and
contiuning along the right side of Glade creck crossed a high mountain, and
at the distance of six miles rcached the place where it is joined by another
branch of equal size from the right, Near the forks the Tushepaws have had
an eucampment which 1s but recently abandoned, for the grass is entirely
destroyed by horses, and two fish weirs across the creek arc sull rcmainiug ; 10
fish were however to be seen. We here passed over to the left side of the cl‘eel-
and began the ascent of a very high and steep mountain nine miles across. On
reaching the other side we found a large branch from the left, which seems to
rise in the snowy mountains to the south and south-east We continued along
the creek two miles further, when night coming on we encamped opposite a
small islaid at the mouth of a branch on the right side of the river, The
mountains which we crossed to-day were much more difficalt than those of
yesterday : the last was particularly fatiguing, being steep and stony, broken by
fallen timber, and thickly overgrown by pine, spruce, %r, hacmatick ‘and
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tamarac, Although we had made only seventecn miles we were all very weary,
The whole stock of animal food was now exhausted, and we therefore killed a
colt, on which we made u hearty supper. From this incident we called the last
ereek we had passed from the south Colt-killed creek. 'The river itself is eighty
yards wide, with a swift current, and a stony channel. Its Tndian name is
Kooskooskee.

Sunday, 15. At an early hour we proceeded along the right side of the
Kooshooskee over steep rocky points of land, till at the distance of four miles we
reached an old Indian fishing place: the road here turned to the right of the
water, and began to ascend a mountain : but the fire and wind had prostrated or
dried almost all the timber on the south side, and the ascents were so steep that
we were forced to wind in every direction round the high knobs which constantly
impeded our progress. Several of the horses lost thewr foot-hold and shipped :
one of them which was loaded with a desk and small trunk; rolled over and
over for forty yards, till his fall was stopped by a tree. The desk was broken ;
but the poor animal escaped without much injury. After clamberiug in this way
for four mules, we came to a high snowy part of the mountain where was a spring
of water, at which we halted two hours to refresh our horses.

On leaving the spring the road continued as bad as it was below, and the
timber more abundant. At four miles we reached the top of the mountain, and
foreseeing no chance of meeting with water, we encamped on the northern side of
the mountain, near an old bank of snow, three feet deep. Some of this we
melted, and supped on the remains of the colt killed yesterday. Our only game
to-day was two pheasants, and the horses on which we calcnlated as a last

Jesource begin to fail us, for two of them were so poor, and worn out with
fatigue, that we were obliged to lcave them behind. All around us ave high
rugged mountains, among which is a lofty range from south-east to north-west,
whose tops are without timber, and in some places covered with snow. The
night was cloudy and very cold, 4and three hours before daybreak,

Monday, 16, it began to snow, and continned all day, so that by evening it
was six or eight inches deep. This covered the track so completely, that we
were obhged constantly to halt and examine, lest we should lose the route.
In many places we had nothing to guide us cxcept the branches of the trees
w)nch "bemg 10W, have been rubbed by the burdens of the Tndian horses. The
road was, like that of yesterday, along steep hill sides, obstructed with falen
txmber, and a ,growth of eight different specics of pine, so th‘iclﬂy strewed that
the snow falls from them as we pass, and keeps us centinually wet to the shiu,

1
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and‘so eold, that we are anxious lest our feet #hould be frozen, as we have only
thin moccasins to defend them.

At noon we halted to let the horses feed on some long grass or the south
‘side of the mountains, and endeavoured hy making fires to keep ourselves warn:.
As soon as the horses were refreshed, captain Clarke went a-head with one man,
and at the distance of ~ix miles rcached a stream from the right, and prepared
fires by the time of onr arrival at dusk. We here encamped in a piece of low
ground, thickly timbered, but scarcely large enough to permit us to lie level.
We had now made thirteen miles. We were all very wet, cold, and hungry :
but although before setting out this mormng, we had seeu four deer, yet we
could not procure any of them, and were obliged to kill a second colt for our
sapper.

Thursday, 17. Our horses became so much scattered during the night, that
we were detained till one o’clock before They were all collected. We then
continned our route over high rongh. knobs, and several drains and springs, and
along a ridge of country separating the waters of two small rivers. The road
was still difficult, and several of the horses fell and injured themselves very much,
so that we were unable to advance more than ten miles to a small stream, on
which we encamped.

We had killed a few pheasants, but these being msuflicient for our sub-
sistence, we hilled another of the colts. 'Fhis want of provisions, and the extreiue
fatigue to which we were subjected, and the dreary prospects before us, began
to dispirit the men. It was therefore agrecd that captain Clarke should go on
a-head with «1x hunters, and endeavour to kil somethng for the sapport of the
perty.  He thercfore sct out,

Wednesday, 18, early in the morning in hopes of finding a level country
from which he might send back some game. His route lay 8. 85 W, along
the same high dividing nidge, and the voad was still very bad ; but he moved on
rapidly, and at the distance of twenty miles was rejoiced on discovering far off
an extensive plam towards the west and south-west, bounded by.a high monntain.
He halted an liou- to let the horses eat a little grass on the hill sides, and then
went on twelve and a hall miles till he reached a bold creek, running to the
left, on'which he encamped. 'To this stream he gavethe very appropriate name
of Hungry creek ; for having procured no game, they had nothing toeat..

In the meantime we were detained till after eight o'clock by the lossof one
of our horses which had strayed away and could not be found. We thenproceeded,
but baving socn finished the remainder of the colt killed yesterday, felt the want of
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provisions, which was more sensiblé from our meeting with no water, till towards
nightfall we found some in a ravine among the hills, By pushing on our horses
almost to their utmost strength, we made eighteen miles.

We then melted some snow, and supped on a little portable soup, a ’fev«
canisters of which, with about twenty weight of bears’ oil, are our only remaining
means of subsistence. Our-guns are scarcely of any service, for there is no
living creature in these mountains, except a few small pheasants, a small species
of gray squirrel, and a blue bird of the vulture kind about the size of a turtle
dove or jay, and even these are diflicult to shoot.

Thursday, 19. Captain Clarke proceeded up the creek, along which the
road was more steep and stony than any he had yet passed. At six miles
distance he reached a small plain, in which he fortunately found a horse, on
which he breakfasted, and hung the rest on a tree for the party in the rear.
Two miles beyond this he left the creek, and crossed three high mountains,
rendered almost impassable from the steepness of the ascent and the quantity of
fallen timber. After clambering over these ridges and mountains, and passing
the heads of some branches of Hungry creek, he came to a large creek running
westward. This he followed for four miles, and then turned to the right down
the mountain, till he came to a small creck to the left. Here he halted, having
made twenty-two miles on his course, south eighty degrees west, though the
winding route over the mountains almost doubled the distance. On descending
the last mountain, the heat became much more sensible after the extreme cold
he had experienced for several days past. Besides the breakfast in the morning,
two pheasants were their only food during the day, and the only kinds of birds
they saw were the blue jay, a small white-headed hawk, a larger hawk, crows,
“and ravens,

We followed soon after sunrise. At six miles the ridge terminated and we

" had before us the cheering prospaot.of the large plain to the south-west. On
leaving the ridge we again ascended and went down several mountains, and six
miles further came tc Hungry creek where it was fifteen yards wide, and
received the waters of a branch from the north, We went up it on a coursc
nearly due west, and at three miles crossed a second branch flowing from the
sume gquarter. The country is thickly covered with pine timber, of which we
have enamerated cight distinct species, Three miles beyond this last branch of
Hungry creek we encamped, afler a fatiguing route of eighteen miles. The
road along the creek is a narrow rocky path near the borders of very high
Pprecipices, from which a fall seems almost inevitable destruction. One of our
harses slipped and rolling over with his load down the hill side, which was nearly
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peipétidicnlat nd stréwed with Jarge irregifar rocks, mearly a hundred yards,
and 8id not stop till he fell into the creek : we all expected he was killed, but
to our astonishment, on taking off his load, he rose, and seemed but little inyured,
angd in tweénty minutes proceeded with his load. Having no other provision
we took some portable soup, our only refreshment during the day. This absti-
nence, joined with fatigue, has a visible effect on our health. The men are
growing weak and losing their flesh very fast: several are afflicted with the
dysentery, and eruptions of the skin are very common.

Friday, 20. Captain Clarke went on through a country as rugged as usunal,
till on passing 2 low mountain he came at the distance of four miles to the forks
of a large creek. Down this he kept on a course south 60° west for two miles,
then trning to the right, continued over a dividing ridge, where were the
heads of s¢veral little streams, and at tWe}vg miles distance descended the last of
the Rocky mountains and reached the level conntry. A beantiful open plain,
partially supplied with pine, now presented itself. He continued for five miles
when he discovered three Indian boys, who, on observing the party, ran off and
hid themselves in the grass. Captain Clarke immediately alighted, and giving
his horse and gun to one of the men, went after the boys. He soon relieved
their apprehensions, and sent them forward to the village, about a mile off, with
presents of small pieces of riband. Soon after the boys had reached home, a
man tame out to'meet the party, with great caution, but he conducted them to
w large tent in the village, and all the inhabitants gathered round to view, with
a mixture of fear and pleasare, these wonderful strangers, The conductor now
informed captain Clarke, by signs, that the spacions tent was the residence of
the great chief, who had set out three days ago, with all the warriors, to attack
some of their enemies towards the south-west; that he would not return before
fifteen or eighteen days, and that in the meantime there were only a few men
left to guard the women and children. They now set before them a sinalf piece
of buffaloe meat, some dried salmon, berries, and scveral kinds of roots.  Among
thesc last is one which is round and much like an onion in appearance, and
sweet to the taste: it is called quamash, and is eaten uther in its patural statc.
or hoiled into a kind of soup, or made.into a czke, which is then called pasheco,
After the long abstinence this was a snmptuons treat; we retwrned the kindmes:
of the people by'a few small presents, and then went on in company with one of
the chiefs to a second village in the same plain, at the distance of two miles
Here the party was treated with-great kindoess and passed the wight. The
hanters were sent out, but though they saw some tracks of deer were not able
procure any thing.
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Weé weré detained till ten o’clock before we could colect our scatiered harses;
we then procceded for two miles, when to our great joy we found the borse
which captain Clarke had killed, and a note apprising us of his intention of
going to the plains towards the south-west, and collect provisions by the timegve
reached him. At one o'clock we halted on a small stream, and made a hearty
meal of horse flesh.  On examination it now appeared that one of the horses was
missing, and the man in whose charge he had been was directed to return and
scarch for him. He eame back in two hours withont having been able to find
the horse ; but as the load was too valuable to he lost, two of the best woodsmen
were dirceted to continue the search while we proceeded. Our general course
was south 25° west, through a thick forest of large pine, which has fallen in
many places, and very much ebstructs the road. After making about fifteen
miles, we encamped on a ridge where we could find but little grass and no water.
We succeeded, however, in procuring a little from a distance, and supped on the
remainder of the horse.

On descending the heights of the mountains, the soil becomes gradually more
fertile, and the land through which we passed this evening, is of an excellent
quality. Tt has a dark grey soil, though very broken, and with large
masses of grey freestone, above the ground in many places. Among the vege-
table productions we distinguished the alder, honeysuckle, and huckleberry, come
mon in the United States, and a species of honeysuckle, known only westward
of the Rocky mountains, which rices to the height of about four feet, and bears
a white berry. 'Fhere is also a plant resembling the chokecherry, which grows
in thick clumps eight or ten feet high, and bears a black berry, with a single stone,
of a sweetish taste. The arbor vite too, is very commeon, and grows to a great
size, being from two to six feet in diameter.

Saturday, 21. 'The free use of food to which he had not been accustomed,
made captain Clarke very sick both yesterday evening and during the whole of
to-day. He thercfore sent out all the hunters and remained himself at the village,
as well on account of hir sickness as for the purpose of avoiding suspicion, and
collecting inforrnation from the Indians as to the route.

The two villages consist of about thirty double tents, and the inhabitants call
themselves Chopunnish, or Plerced-nose. The chief drew a chart of the siver,
and explained, that a greater chief than himself, -who goveraed this village and
was ‘cdlled the Tiwisted-hair, was now fishing at the distance of half 3 day's
ride down the,river: his'chart made: the Kooskooskee fork a little below his
camp, a second fork below; stilt forther on d Jarge branch flowed in on each side,

below which the river passed the mountains: here was a great fall of water, near
vTU2
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whidh Tived' white people, from whom were procuted the white beads and bass
ornaments worn by the women.

A chief of another band made a visit this morning, and smoked “with
capfain Clarke. 'The hunters returned without having been able to kill .any
thing; captain Clarke purchased as much dried salmon, roots, and berries as hé
could, with the few articles he chanced to have in his pockets, and having sent
them by one of the men, and 2 hired Indian back to captain Lewis, he went on
towards the camp of the Twisted-hair. It was four o’clock before he set out,
and the night soon came on; but having met an Indian coming from the river,
they engaged him by a present of a neckcloth, to guide them to the Twisted-hair’s
camp. For twelve miles they proceeded through the plain before they reached
the river hills, which are very high and steep. 'I'he whole valley from these hills
to the Rocky mountain is a beautiful level country, with a rich soil covered with
grass: there is, however, but little timber, and the ground is badly watered; the
plain is so much lower than the surrounding hills, or so much sheltered by them,
that the weather is quite warm, whilé the cold of the mountains wasextreme. From
the top of the river hills they proceeded down for three miles, till they reached
the water side, between eleven and twelve o'clock at night: here they found a
small camp of five squaws and three children, the chief himself being encamped,
with two others, on a small island in the river: the guide called to him and he
soon came over. Captain Clarke gave him a medal, and thty smoked together
till one o’clock.

We could not set out till eleven o’clock, because being obliged in the
evening to loosen our horses, to enable them to find subsistence, it is always
difficult to collect them in the morning. At that hour we continued along the
ridge on which we had slept, and at a mile and a half reached a large creek
running to our left, just above its junction with one of its -branches. We pro-
ceeded down the low grounds of this creek, which are level, wide, and heavily
timbered, but turned to the right at the distance of two and a half miles, and
began to pass the broken and hilly country: but the thick timber had fallen in
so many places that we could scarcely make our way. After going five miles
we passed the creek on which captain Clarke had encamped during.the night
of the 19th, and continued five miles further over the same kind' of 'roaili: tilt we
came to the forks of a large creek. We crossed the northern- brauch of- ¢his
stream, and proceeded down it on the west side for a mile: here' we found'a
small plain where there was tolerable grass for the horses, and theréfore remained
during the night, having made fifteen miles on a course 8. 30° W

The arbor vite increases in size and quantity as we advance: Some of the trees
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we passed to-day being capable of forming perioques, at least forty-five feet in
length. We were so fortunate also as to kill a few pheasants and a prairie wolf,
which, with the remainder of the horse, supplied us with one meal, the last of
awr pryvisions, our food for the morrow being wholly dependent on the chance of
our guns.

Sunday, 22. Captain Clarke passed over to the island with the Twisted-
hair, who seemed to be chcerful and sincere in his conduct. The river at this
place is about one hundred and sixty yards wide, but interrupted by shoals, and
the low grounds on its borders are narrow. The hunters brought in three deer;
after which captain Clarke left his party, and accompanied by the 'Fwisted-hairand
his son, rode back to the village, where he arrived about sauset : they then walked
up together to the second village, where we had just arrived.  'We had intended
to set out early, but one of the men having neglected to hobble his horse, he
sirayed away, and we were obliged to wait till nearly swelve o’clock. We then
proceeded on a western course fur two and a half miles, when we met the hunters
sent by captain Clarke from the village, seven and a half mnles distant, with pro-
visions, 'This supply was most seasonable, as we had tasted nothing since last
night, and the fish, and roots, and berries, in addition to a crow which we killed
on the route, completely satisfied our hunger. After this refreshment we, pro,
ceeded in much better spirits, and at a few miles were overtaken by the two men
whe had been sent back after a horse on the 20th. They were perfect y,
exhausted with the fatigue of walking and the want of food; but as we had two
spare horses they were mounted and brought on to the village.

They had set out about three o’clock mn the afternoon of the 20th, wnth one
horse between them: after crossing the mountain they came to the place whgre
‘we had eaten the borse. Here they encamped, and haviag no food, made a ﬁre
and roasted the head of the horse, which even our appetites had spared, and
supped on the ears, skin, lips, &c. of the animal. The next morning, 21st, thej
found thetrack of the horse, and pursuing it recovered the saddle-bags, and at
length, about eleven o’clock, the horse himself. Being now both mounted, they
set put to retusn, and slept at a small stream: during the day they had nothing
ot al), except two pheasants, which were so torn to pieces by the shot, that the
head and legy, were the only parts fit for food. In this situation they found the
nextanarning,, 22d, .that during the night their horses had run away from them,
or been stolen by the. Indians. 'They searched for them until nine o’clock, when
seeing thas, they. could not recover them, and fearful of starving if they remained
where they weng they.set out on foot to join us, carrying the saddle bags alter-
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nately. .'They walked as fast as they could during the day, Gill they reached us in
a deplorable state of weakness and inanition.

As we approached the village, most of the womem, though apprised or our
being, expected, fled with their children into the ncighbouring woods. The meu,
however, reccived us without any apprehension, and gave us a plentiful supply
of provisions. 'The plains were now crowded with Indians, who came to see the
persons of the whites, and the strange things they brought with them; b as our
guide was perfectly a stranger to their language we could eonverse by signs only,
Our inquiries were chiefly directed to the sitnation of the country, the courses of
the rivers, and. the Indian villages, of all which we received mtformation from
several of the Indiams, and as their accounts varied but hittle from each other,
we were induced to place confidence in them. Among others, the Twisted-hair
drew a chart of the river on a white elk skin, According to this, the Koos-
kooskee forks a few miles from this placg; two days towards the south is another
and larger fork, on which the Shoshonee, or Spake Indians fish, five days
journey further is a large river from the north-west, into which Clarke’s river
empties itself: from the mouth of that river to the falls, 1s five day’s journey
further: on all the forks, as well as on the main river, great numbers of
Indians reside, and at the falls arc establishments of whites. This was the story,
of the T'wisted-hair.

. Monday, 23. The chiefs and warriors were all assembled this morning,
and we explained to them where we came from, the objects of onr visiting them,
and our pacific intentious towards all the Indians. This being conveyed by
signs, might not have been perfectly comprehended, but appeared to give per-
fect satisfaction. We now gave a medal 1o two of the chiefs, a shirt in.addition
to the medal already received by the Twisted-bair, and -delivered a flag and 2
haudkerchief for the graud chief on his rcturn. To these were added.a koife,
a handkerchief. and a small piece of tobacco for each chief. The mhabitagts
did not give us auy provisions gratuitously. We therefore pugchased a quantity,
of fish, Lerres (chiefly red haws) and roots; and in the afternoon went .00 ;10
the secoud village. The twisted-hair introduced us into bis own tent, W‘h_ic,lg
consisted however of nothing more than pine bushes and bark, and gayp
us some drie‘d salmon holled. We continued our purchases,, and obtained.as,
wuch provision as our horses could carry, in their present.wesk conditian, . ps.
far as the river. The men cxchanged a few old canisters for dtessed elk skins,,
of which they made shirts: great crowds of the natives are Wu&all nighty

but we have not yet missed any thing except a,koife, and a few. other spigles.
stalen yesterday frum a shot pouch, At dark, we bad, a, ;mﬂl« mn,glﬁ:qm gtizf;
-l i 3 Faad i *
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south-west, accompanied with rain, which Iasted half an hour, but in the
moraing,

Tuesday, 24, the weather was fair. We sent back Colter in search of the
herses lost in the mountains, and having coltected the rest set out at ten o'clgck
-along the same route already passed by captain Clarke towards the river.
All round the village the women are busily employed in gathering and dressing
the pasheco root, of which large quantities are heaped up in piles over the plain.
We now felt severely the conscquence of eating heartily after our late privations:
captain Lewis, and two of the men, were taken very ill last evening, and te-day
he could scarcely sit on his horse, while others were obliged to be put en
horseback, and some from extreme weakness and pain, were forced to lie.down
along side of the road for some time. At sunset we reached the island whege
the hunters had been left on the 22d. They had been nnsuccessful, having
killed only two deer since that time, and two of them are very sick. A little
below this island i« a larger one, on which we encamped, and administered
Rush’s pills to the sick.

Wednesday, 25. The weather was very hot, and oppressive to.the party,
most of whem are now complaining of sickness. QOur situation, indeed, rendered
-it necessary to husband our remaining strength, and it was determined to jpro-
ceed.down the river in canoes. Captain Clarke therefore set out .with the
Twisted-hair, and two young men, in quest of timber for cances. As he went
down the river, he crossed at the distance of a mile, a creek from the right, mwhich,
from the rooks which obstructed its passawe, he called Rockdam river. The
lls along the river are high and steep: the low grounds ave narrosv, and the
pavigation of the river embarrassed by two rapids. At the distance of three
wmiles further he reached two nearly equal forks of the river, one of which flowed
wfrom the north. Here he rested for an hour, and cooked a few salmon which
one of the Iudians caught with a gig. Here too, he was joined by two canoes
of Indians from ‘below : they were long, steady, and loaded with the furniture
-and previsions of two families. He now crossed the south fork, and returned-to
the camip-on the south side, through a narrew pine bottom the greater part of
theway, in which was found much finc timber for canoes. One of the Indian
-bouts with-two men, set out at the same time, and such was their dexterity in
manwging the pole, that they Teached the camp within fiftcen minntes after
“Him, withougtithey had to drag the canoe over three rapids. He found captain
Lewis, ahd séveral of the men still very sick; and distiibuted to such as were in
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TDKiivekddy:126. Haxitg resolved to go down to some spot ealculated for



R ."--'_-;\_v _,_?,-x-;.- i

T ST SR







{0 some astronomical observations. The latitude of our-camp as deduced from
the miean: of two observations is 46° 34’ 56/ B”\morth. .+ 0L e
1 , 7. 'This morning all the canoes were put in the water and loaded-
the oars fixed, and every preparation made for setting outy but when we were
all ready, the two chiefs who had promised to accompany us, were not to be
found, and at the same time we missed a pipe tomahawk. We therefore proceeded
without them. Below the Forks this river is called the Kooskooskee, and is @
miles the hills are steep, the low grounds narrew, but then succeeds an open
country with a few trees scattered along the river. At the distance of ni
is a small creek on the left. We passed in the mwimmmwwh
descending - which, one of the canees struck a roek, and sprung aleak :\we
_however continued for nineteen miles, and encamped on the left side of theviver,
. opposite to the mouth of a small run. Hgre the .canoe was unloaded and re-
paired, and two, lead canisters of powder deposited ; several camps of Indians
were op the sides of the viver, but we had litile intercourse with any of them.
..+ Tuesday, 8, . We set out at nine o'clock, . At eight and a half miles we
passed ap jsland : four and a half  miles )ower. a second -island, opposite
a small creek on the left side . ef  the criver. . Five miles lower. is
mﬂﬂmhyl ~on the left: a milg and a half below, which is a Aourth! At
& short distance from this is a large creek from the right, to which we gave
‘the,name of Colter's areek, from Colier oueof the men, . We had left this.¢reck
~about a mile and a half, and were passing the last of fifteen rapids which-we had
- been fortunate enough to escape, when one of the eanoesstruck, andahole being
‘made in her side, she immediately filled and sunk.. The. men, soveral of whom
sauld pot swism, clung: to the boat till ope of.our cances eould. beunloaded,and
with the sssistance of an Indian boat, they.were all brought to.shore.. .Alkthie
_goods were 50 much wetted, that we were obliged to halt fon the night, and spread
shem. oupito, dry.. While all this was exhibited, it was necessary to-plage;two
mxﬁw wmmmuhw
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yesterday and Wmm&w&w& “The boaty!
though wuch injured, was repaired by ten o’clock so as to be perfectly fit for
service'; but--we were obliged to remain during the day till the articles were
safficiently. dry to beireloaded : the interval we employed in purchasidg fish fpr
the.voyage and conversing with the Indians. In the afternoon we were sur-
prised at hearing that our old Shoshonee guide and his son had left us, and been
seen running wp the river several miles above. Ashe had never given any notice
* of his intention, nor had even received his pay for guiding us, we could not
Fg- the cause of his desertion, nor did he ever return to explain his conduct:
We requested the chief to send a horseman after hitn to request that'he would
return and receive what we owed him. From this however hie dissuaded i1, and
said: very feankly, that his nation, the Chopunnish, would tuke from the old man
any presents that he might have on passing their camp, ' 0 0iss s
+ 'Fhe Indians came about our cathp at night; and were very gay and good- *
lmmoured with the men. ' Awong other ‘exhibitions was that of a squaw who
appeared to be crazy: shesang in'a wild inecherent mauner, and would offer
tor the spectators all the little articles she possessed; scarifying herself i a Horrid
maomer if any one refused herpresent: she'seemed to be'nn object of pity ainong
thedndihns; iwho saffered lier to do'asishe pleased withoat interruption!” 7
‘4. Dhursday, 40: A fine morning. . 'We londed the tanoes arid ‘set off at'seven
@elock: | At the distance’ of two and a half miles we had passed thiree istands,
therdast of which is opposite to' a small stream on the right. * Within the féllow-
ing “three ‘and a'balf miles is another island and ‘a creck on ‘the left, Wwith wide
Jow grounds, eontaining willow and cottonwood trees, ‘o WhICH WS THFes
tets of Fudians. «Pwo' iniles lower is the  head of & large iMand,” aird"six
‘and.'n' half miles fovther ‘we balted at an encampment of eighit odges on” thie
dofty in order'to view avapid before us: we hud dlréady passed eight, dnd Sore
‘ofs them difficult ; but this was ‘worse than any of them, being a very
“ripple strewed awith rocks: ‘we here purehased roots and dined with thé Endians.
MMMWMomm people-at
‘with s ; “ah ‘offer which However
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* i'lirgé Fork of the river from the south ; and after coming mm
below thie juniction on the right side of the river: our arrival soon'uttracted the
atterition of the Indians, who flocked in all directions to see us, ¥n the evering
the Tndian from the Falls, whom we had seen ut the Rugged rapid; joinéd'us
with*his son in a small canoe, and insisted on accompanying us to the Falls/
Being again reduced to fish and roots we made an experiment to'vary ‘out food -
lgx,;mubasmg a few dogs, and after having been aceustomed to horse-flesh, felt
wo distelish to this mew dish. The Chopunnish have great numbers of dogs
which they employ for domestic purposes, but never eat ﬁd’oﬂrﬂﬂg‘tﬁu
flesh of that aniimal soon brought s into vidiele as dogleaterss i 1o couoil
_Phe country at the junction of the two rivers umopohﬂﬂndwdlm';
bmkmwmlathe left by a distant ridge of highland, thinly covered with tim
ber: this is the only body of timber which the country possesses; for at the Forks
there s not a tree to be seen, and duringealmast the whole descent of sixty miles
down the Kooskooskee from its Forks there are very few. This southern branch
is in fact the main stream of Lewis's river on which we encamped whet among
the 'Bhul;duees. The ‘Indians inform us'that it is navigable for sixty miles;
Mhﬁtﬁrﬁﬁwibmoﬂkwmwzh a branch from the south; and a second
and larger branch, two days’ march up, ‘and nearly mrﬂm&eﬁmﬁoﬁuﬁ
uish villages, we met near the momntains, 'Fhis branch'is called Pawnaslite,
and is the residence of a chief, who, according to their expressioni; Ry
" horses than he can connt.  The river has many rapids, near M%m
several fishing camps ; there being ten establishments of
the fiest southern branch ;mﬁlﬁmﬁdb’bﬂmﬂﬂdﬁwm
oveon that river, and two above it; besides many othet Endiavs who réside
liigh up on the more distant waters of this river. AW thesé Tndians!belong to
the: Chopunnish nation, and live in tents of an oblong form;  covered with  flut
roofs. v PO 8013 RO SN eludenn]
‘a0idke it sonth Lewis's viver i abbut 6o Rindebl oing saad: :
its water is of u greenish blue colour, !‘hm e
 clearas erystal, one hundred and fifty yards in width, ‘dnd a b the’ thikin N
. river enlarges io mmamwﬂnmmm
.mwm and inmmbw-m mmmdl hMm ,
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vation, being foud of displaying their ornaments, ;| The buffalog or clk-skin robe
decorated with beads, seashells, chiefly mother-of-pearl, attached to an ofter-
skin. collar. and hung in the hair, which falls in front in two queues; feathers,
paints. of different kinds, principally white, green, and light blue, all of whick
they find in their own couutry : these are the chief ornaments they nse. In the
 winter they wear a short shirt of dressed skins, long painted leggings and mocs
casins,, and a plait of twisted grass vound the neck.

.. The dress of the women is more simple, consisting of a lu.g' ahinofup.lu
the,x,skm. reaching down to the ankles without.a girdle: to this are tied little
’leces of brass and shells and other small articles ; but the head is not at. all
ornamented.  The dress of the female is indeed more modest, and more studiously
so,than any we have observed,, though the other sex is careless of. ﬂlﬂm
Qfmﬂ yull; 2 0 N0 Sl : od vleo il & 2

4 The, Chopunnmh hgve very few mnnsqmentl, for their life is [mnful u,nd‘

Iﬂhpnoua, and all their exertions are necessary to earn even their precarious
subsistence. Dunpg the summer and autamn they are busily occupied ie fishing
for. salmon, and collecting. their winter store of roots,  In the winter they-hunt.
the. deer on snow shoes over the plains, and towards spring cross the mountains.
to the Missouri for the purpose. of  trafficking for buffaloe robes. The inconve-
nignges of that, comfortless life are increased by frequent encounters with their.
enemies from the west, who drive them over the mountains with the loss of their.
 horses, and sometimes. the lives of many of the nation. Though originally the:
same. people, their dialect vavies very. perceptibly from that of the Tushepaws:.
thein, treatment, of us differed, much. from the kind and disinterested services of
the, Shoshonges :  they are indeed selfish and avaricious ; they part very reluctantly.
with .every. article of food er clothing ; and while they expect a recompense for:
avery nervice however, small, do not cancern themselves about mdmm
ptananu we my gm: them,

- bk DE; ral he. only disorders whmh we have . hldvﬂccﬂlon
Wmm and for these, as well as for the amuse-
WMM good health, hot and cold Imhng' o my

oft To in:oq ad) 35 +ehey Besbond sswlt To avege )
~The soil of these m of a light rrﬁlhmchs ;ntsmmd mﬁ-ul ‘

gh D ..moqt which we,now found threo species
1-leate, nd, com b&m
WMMW&W
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THE u!w PROCEED IN CANOES—DESCRIPTION OF AN INDIAN lwn-nn nru urh.

- BURTAL PLACE—MANY DANGEROUS RAPIDS PASSED~—NARROW ESCAPE OF ONE orF
THE CANOES—IN THE PASSAGE DOWN THEY ARE VISITED BY SEVERAL INDIANS, ALL
OF WHOM MANIFEST PACIFIC DISPOSITIONS—DESCRIPTION OF THE SOKULK TRIBE—
THEIR _DRESS, AND MANNER OF BUILDING HOUSES—THEIR ncmc CHARACTER—
'l’!llll uAB‘l'l'l oF LIVING-—TEIIB MODE OF BOILING MLHON—YM‘I‘ QUAFTITlll OF

" SALMON AMONGST THE SOKULK—COUNCIL HELD WITH THIS TRIBE — THE :nnol
AND CONSTERNATION EXCITED BY CAPTAIN CLARKE, CONCEENING WHICH AN INTE-

 RESTING CAUSE 15 RELATED—$OME ACCOUNT OF THE PISQUITPAWS—THEIR MODE OF
BURYING THEIR DEAD, :

¥

Frinay, October 11, 1805, Tais morning the wind was from the east, and
the weather clondy. We set out early, and at the distance of a mile and a half
reached a point of rocks in a bend of the river towards the left, near to which
was an old Indian house, and a meadow on the opposite bauk. Here the hills
came down towards the water, and formed by the rocks, which have fallen from
their sides, o rapid over which we dragged the cances. = We passed, a mile and
a half further, two Indian lodges in a bend towards the right, and at six miles
from our camp of last evening reached the mouth of a brook on the left. Just
amm&mmmmmoﬁMu
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m and after being seated ronnd W«m
steam becomes of a temperature stfficiently mm‘mp&
“Phe baths of the Indians in the Rocky mountains ate of :
‘common béing made of miid and sticks like an oven, but the mode
‘stean is exactly the same. - Among both these wnﬂswym
manto bathe alone, he is generally accompanied by one; or sometimes several of
his dcquaintances; indeed it is so essentially a social amusement, that to decline
going in to bathe when invited by a friend is one of the highest indignities which
can be offered tohim. The Indians on the frontiers generally use a bath which
will accommodate only ene person, and is formed of a wickered work of willows
‘gbout four feet high, arched at the top, and covered with skins. In thisthe pa:
‘tient sits till by means of the heated stones and water he has perspired sufficiently.
‘Almost universally these baths are in the neighbourhood of: running water, into
. vhwﬂwlnm plunge immediatelyson coming out of - the vapour bath, and
&mmmnmmmmwo.. This
M m%wm‘kd‘bequm ‘among our neighbouring nations than those
to the westward. This bath is employed either for pleasure or for health, and -
Ww far rhmﬁmu nm-ui wu-hat ﬁ'cﬂhﬁrﬂ
" On huhg‘thh encampment we pnmbdeNmpidl, ud wmuﬂ
water, and at the distance of four and a half miles reached one which was much
more difficult to pass. 'Phree miles beyond this rapid, are three huts of Indians
on'the right, where we stopped and obtained in exchange for a few trifles some
pashequa roots, fivedogs, aud a small quantity of dried fish.- -We made our din<
ner of part of each of these-articles, and then proceeded on without any obstrac-
mmﬁmnmmmmuw
mumwmmmw
| ‘small brook which-empties
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mtim ammmmm
miﬂ- which.are covered  over mmm.mﬁ

or pieces'of wood, stuck ly over and around
it Mmmm-»mm of about two, huu-
dred feet, becomey au ope, level, and fertile plain; which is, however, as welf as
theborders of the river itself, perfectly destitate of any kind of timber ; and the
chief growth which we observed, consisted of a few low blackberries. . We killed
dome geese and: ducks, - Whe wind in. the aﬁcwd‘hﬂumm
mmﬁmhﬂ-m&om : tewhto ad g
v Baturday 12, it shifted to the east, and we had ;.fm: mdmm
purchasing all the provisions. these Indians would spare, which amounted te only
three dogs-and a few fish, we proceeded. We soon reached a small island, and
in-the course of three miles passed three other islands nearly opposite to each
other, and a bad rapid on the left in the neighbourhood of them. Withia the |
following seven miles we passed a small rapid, and an island on the left, another
stony istatid and a rapid on the right, just below which a brook comes in on the
- same side; and came to a bend towards. the right opposite to a small island.
From this place we saw some Indians on the hills, but they were too far off for
us to have any intercourse, and shewed wo disposition to approach us. _After
going on two miles to a bend towards the left, we found the plaius, which till
four hundred yards, and continues for the same width, the country rising by a
gentle ascent towards the high plains. At two and a half miles is a small creek
o thie left opposite to an island. . For the shree following wmiles, the country.is
Tow wnd open on-both sides; after which it gradually rises till. we reachod: a; bend
of ‘the river towards the right, three and a half miles further, in the course of
islend. The wind now changed to the south-

which we'passed' a rapid and an
“y mm MM at the distance of' four miles,
- ﬁ%“m

‘a brook on the right, ,ut-pnu;ﬂw__ :
mmwm Ourday'ss
the Tndigns:
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1 mwm
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mm;..mw stone. The mmm
ebstracted by islands and rapids, some of which are difficult to pass. . Neither
the plains nor the borders of the river possess any timber, except a; fow; hacks
W.nhndnl and iallom, and as there is not much driftyood; fuel is very
sdanee: 1 1o o pof -0if) 0l saiog & o batsntm cae 1] ebaeiEiggh

© !/ Sdnday, 13. The nﬂmg was windy and dark, and the rain which began
m&yhgll. continned till near twelve o'clock. Having viewed very
adéurately the whole of this rapid we set out, the Iudians going on before us to
pilot the canoes. We found it, as had been reported, a very dangerous rapid,
about two miles in length, and strewed with rocks in every direction, so as to
réquire grent dexterity to avoid running against them, . We however passed
through the ‘channel, which is towards the left, and about the centre of the
rapid, without wmeeting with any accident., 'Twe miles below it we bad another
. bad vapid; a mile/beyonil which is aJarge creek in a bend to the left. ..Thiuq
Wm; s bobsavong asd: has Lowmb sw vl - drroor
On leaving it the river soon became crosvded with Nﬂg‘h'bhtk Mﬂﬂl&
the distance of a mile it forms a rapid -which continues for four miles, and daring
thie hatter part of it for a mile and a haify the whele riveris compressed.into a
narraw chaonel, not more than twenty-five yards wide. The water happened
to be low as we passed, but during the high waters, the navigation mast be
very difficult.  Immediately at the end. of this rapid, is a large stream in a bend
to the right, which we called Drewyer’s river, after George Drewyer, one of the
party. A little below the mouth of this river.is a large fishing establishment;
where there are the scaffolds and timbers of several houses piled. up against each
other, and the meadow adjoising contains n number of heles, which seem to
have been used as places of deposit for fish for a great length of time . . Lheré
were no entire bouses standing, and we saw only two Indians who, had visited
the marrows, bul we were overtaken by two others, who accempanied us;ow
horseback down the river, informing mﬂmmmmm
down to the great river. Nine and a balf miles below. Drewyer's riverys wa
passed avother rapid, and mm;mmmm some, higl
~ in@bend to the left. . Here, after passing the. timbers. of m vhic]
mmmsmmmm. 1 of g
Mﬂ&m’m WEMM ishing. houses, whi
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dnd this morning it changed: to the west, and the weathér bécambe very«¢old
antil about twelve o'cloek, when it shifted to the south-west, and continued in
thatquarter during the rést of the day. © We set' out early, and
some 'swift watér, reached at two anda half miles a rock of a :ﬂqﬂ&
appearance. It was situated on a point to the left, at some distance fromthe
ascendlitig: country; very-high and large, and resembling in‘its shape the hall of
a'ship: At five miles wé passed o rapid ; at eight another rapid, and a small
island’ on- the right; and at ten and a half a small island on the right. - We
lialted @ mile and a half below for the purpose of examining a much larger and
, more dangerous vapid than those we had yet passed. Tt is three miles in length,
" andvery difficult fo navigate.. We had scarcely set out, when three of the
canoks stuck fast in endeavouring to avoid the rocks in the channel ; soon after
in'passing two'small rocky islands, one of the canoes struck a rock, but was
prevented from upsetting; and fortunutely we all arrived safe.at the lower end-of ,
the rapid. Here we dined, and then proceeded, and soon reached snother rapid
bn'both sides of the river; whichwas divided by anisland. 0 00
w1 As we were descending it one of the boats was driven crosswise against a
rock in'the middle-of the current. - T'lhe crew attempted to get her off, but the
waves dashed over ber, and ‘she soon filled; they got out on the rock and held
her'above water with great exertion, till another canoe was unloaded  and  sent
to her relief; it they conld met prevent a great deal of ‘her baggage from
floating' down the stream. ' As'soon as she was lightened, she was horried down
the channel; leaviniy the crew o the roek.  They were brought off by the rest
of the-party, and 'the canoe itself, and nearly all that had been washed over
béard, wele recovered. - The chief 1oss was the bedding of two of the men,a
towahawk, and some small-articles. But all the rest were wetted,and though by
arying welwere able tolsave thépowder; all the loose packages of which were
mm«m Mamemidﬂ other provisions, which' are speilt by
; o diminish the'loss as far as was in'our pewely we halted
he' ik land; and WM}!lhﬁg to ilryahﬁ‘mgm
amw anmm Waepmu their' fish. - We have -
‘ lously frot &ngym}ummw
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Tat : ' - | Our journey was
oy M; o903 2 Daswhak },ga anathal 20939 1voqey sdi wdf 1ine
“m The morning was fair, ‘wnd being obliged to remain for the
purpose of drying the baggage, we sent out the hanters to theplains, but they
retarned at ten o'clock, without having seen even the tricks of wny large game,
ut brought in thréé geese and two ducks. The plains are waving; and-as we
ked in them, we could plainly discover a range of manuntains beaving sotth+
and north-west, becoming higher as they advanced towards-the nerth, 'the
“mearest point bearing south abont sixty miles from us. Our stores being: suflfi-
agcydryuurdmdd, and as we shall bu obliged to stopdor the purpose of
muleﬂ:dohuuﬁmaﬂﬂeub&thd’ﬁeﬂm, mmﬂ

at a peqt distance, we Wum&kummm
place : mﬁrs&nﬂoﬂi’tﬁom For the first four wiles we passed
. fhree is &&m%um&mmum
besides a fourth at a distance from them. ~During the next ten miles we passed
cight islands and three more n}ﬁll."’iﬂ‘tuchdﬂ ‘@ point of ‘rocks on the left
medefWMﬂWﬁW
out this the country becomes Sk i M%me
wmum’w.m and extending back intoa
g plai oon_afier luv'tng “this ‘of rocks, we entered & narrow
 lormed b the projecin ol of e bask, which v meuly perpnt
ing its eqnﬁnmant, wlﬂWmemm
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W d more di
aﬂttﬂnmw m ”::Pm.?;_

axid sputting vur Iadian guide in front, our mmmm 4» nym
mmm descent : the passage proved to be very ﬂnughelﬂe, as
fheve is.a continuation of shoals extending from bauk to bank for the distance
mmwcﬂwhnhe.#nwmmm crooked, udobnwd
bydarge rocks in every direction, so.as to require great dexterity to avoid be-g
dashed-on them. . We gotthrough the rapids with no injury to any of the boats *
exeept the bindmost, which ran-on a rock ; but by the assistance of dlqnﬂ:er
Mdmuwhnquymlhm%a@’h .
" shie contained was wetted. . Within three miles after leaving the rapid we pussed
three smull islands, on. one of which were the parts of a house put on scaffulds as
usual, and soon after came. to -2 rapid at ththrexlmm:tyofnﬂ nmnﬂ
M‘}mﬂnmﬂlﬂhmo&fg;deﬂgthﬂfwowﬁm reaching
mmthemnptdr&mntaﬁmks “-R“l o fhe oper *
peint of a small istand on the left. Three miles ¢ :
Mb"!wd Ma:w,hydgpﬂ,,ornthmsﬁﬁ ‘
examination, proved so difficalt to pass, v?%p',, ght it ing
lt,nndtbq:efom unloaded the canoes an o
mile, The rupid,. awhich is.of abont, xtent
M-ﬂmnm“m L It 8
land we halted for diouer, and wl;*t{wqmemng
Kudians;, who: came ,up: the. river on foot in. gmt,imz ived the
kindly, smoked, with: them; and gave them a piece of tobacuo'ton&k& 3
theie, tvibe = n veceiving the present, they set out to retarn, and coutinge
ining w8, fast, ae. they could while they remained in sight.,Their wwf '




Indians, we formed a camp at the poi tﬁm!'ﬂ rivers gnite, uear to
mhwz.msyw omm
the:stalks of wvillows and some small busheésfor fiek: Wi had 'scarcely 4
" the.camp and got the fires prepared, when o chief chime from the Indian'camp
abeut 4 quarter of a mile up the Columbia, at the head of ‘nearly two-hindrs

MIMWMW&WM%‘mnm thbfr’ﬂinp
wusic of their drums, which they accompanied with ‘their voices. “As’

, Mthqumimmmb round us, ‘and continued singing i‘nr‘ibﬁé
time: we then smoked with them all, and eommunicated, uvbﬂu%&&oﬂ
by signs, our friendly inteutions towards all mations, and our jpy at ﬁn’ding our-
selves surrounded by oar children : we then proceeded to distribute pmntl to
them, giving the principal chief a large medal, a shirt and handkerchief ; to the
second chief, a medal of a smaller size, and to'a third chief who came down
ﬁunmf-tieupper mmmm and a handkerchief. This
mmyhmlgmlm&nyh& us; ‘but in’the course ‘of the afternoon
several of them returned and remained with us till a late Hour, After thdj bul"
dispersed we proceeded to purchase provisions; and were enabled to collect

~seven dogs, to which some of the Indians added swall prebétl’h‘of ﬁch,"tnﬂ One
of them gave us twenty-pounds of fat'dried horse:flesh. © «

. Thursday, October 17.1/The day fair we wert occupied i md&.lﬁg-
the necessary observations fob determi g otr loigitude; atid obtained o ‘mri-
dian altitude, from which it appeared: that we were in kititude 46° 1% ’l’a"‘ﬁ""“
We. also measured the two rivers by angles; and Md*tldtldtiiu‘jwcﬁ&h the
‘Columbia is nine hundred and sixty yards wide, and: Léwis's river five hurdréd’
and séventy-five ; but soon after they unite, the formet widens to the space of
from. mmw me mm&wa'&f ction the’
Wmmm: mww
from the south-west; and is onthe m}.&m Waﬂhw
Colambia.  There is through this plain no tree and

: Wﬂnsbm Qd mwuwwa :
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Wa are, call with them mmmedur'awofu&
nation, who reside on a western Mhiimpmng itself into the Colambia

f W qu‘l@ aboye the mouth of the latter river, and whosename is Chimnapum.
?}v : of these, nations, of each of which we obtained a vocabulery,
g Pgt htl.le fmm _each other, or;fnmbat of the Chopunnish who inhabit the
kee gnd Lewis's river. In their dress and general appearance also they.
;nblc much those nations; the men wearing a robe of deeror antelope skin,
m.ger which a few of them bave a short leathern shirt. - The most striking differ:
ence between them is among the females, the Sokulk women being more inclined
tg,chpn ency. than any we have yet seen : their stature is low, their faces broad;
and their }:gelqla flattened in such a manner that the forehead is'in'a straight line
frpm the pose to the erown of the head : their eyes are of a dirty sable, their hair
too, is coarse, a,nd Dblack, and braided as above without ornament of any kind:

instead, pf wearing, as do the Chopunnish; long leathern shirts, highly decorated

with beads and shells, the Sokulk females have: no other covering but 'a'truss or
piece of leather tied round the hips. and then drawn tight between thelegs. " The
orpaments nsually worn by:both sexes aredarge blue or white beads, either pen--
dant from their ears, or round the necks;iwrists; and-arms ; they have likewise
bracelets of brass, copper, and. hern, and some tritikets of shells, fish bones] and
cungpfeiﬁhgn- ' Bhe honses of the Sokulks are made of large mats of rushes; and
are generally of a square or oblong form, varying in leagth from ' fifteen to ‘sixty"
feet, and supported in the: inside by polesor: forks about six feet high ; the top'is
covered with mats, leaving a space of - twelve or fifteen inches the whole length
; %%]}9% for_the purpose of admitting the' light-and suffering the ‘smoke!ts:
, the roof is nearly flat, which seems to indicate that ruiris-gre: not’

_open country, and.the house iwnot divided 'into' apartments, the
mﬁﬁﬁﬂw the large room, and immediately under the hole in'the-
fm,mmm ented with their nets, gigs, and- oﬁuw&.
'&M&nﬂsm'oﬁr each inbbitanty ang a:large quiver gt e i
w‘m &* !Féme! f g4l L‘-‘l'-".""!'" il rr-h el § 5 1A Mo
e Sokalks mbma mild: .u,pmau-&qm ‘and live in o>

‘*“*‘--‘ ‘T"" | ; ed more-than maad winters. In this madm,..



: _ "'gﬂybmqimmmaﬂ&mbmy IWW‘
d.q,,-;g remote cause of the chief disorder which prevails aniong them, ‘as ‘well
qm,mmwamwgmmmnﬁ&ﬂm ‘With alll these
W&Hmﬂfhwnhvaymw%ﬁiwm
ripe %m‘rﬁ.&!mmdqmedofmdtuwwﬂm
Whamqm. This dreadful calamity may reasonably, we think, be'
i flectio ottwmmtbemmuym
Mmqﬂwmmmgm
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depth of fifteen or twenty fect, The Indians who had coliected on the banks
wmwmmmmﬁmmamwmnﬁ
A mile above the rapids he mmﬁekw&mw island whei"eth! ‘course
of the river, which had been from its. mmlnoniﬁs' west, now became due
west. &MnMﬂ;Mﬂmxﬁmhoﬁof mats At
a short distance he landed to visit thém. On entering one of the houses he
mm#hmmen,md children, who immediafely provided
sw&hwmmdmed&epﬁymwwmmﬁqto
eat. ( He began by bringing in a piece of pine wood that had drifted down the
rmmwwmnmwthawodgnmdeoﬂhadhm
meansof .a mallet of stone curiously carved. Thepmmm&nhdmie‘
fire, and several round stones placed upon them ; mofthe-qmwﬁswbmqh
a bucket of water, in which was a large salmon about half dried, and as the
mmwwmwmmmuWhmﬂmﬁ
ficiently boiled for use. It was then taken out, put on a platter of Tushes neatly
ml&udhdh*ow%hﬁmrwm&uédh
men: During these preparations he smoked with those abouthmwhom
mehmedm‘ng.anwm
general among: thew, and chiefly used as a matter of form in great ¢ ies.
After eating the fish, which was of a Nﬂm%%wgﬁf
and at the distance of four miles from the ] uhnq,mwﬁﬁelo‘gw e
another ear the left shore, where he halted at two large mat houses. Here as at
thie:three houses below, the inbabitants werc occupied in splitting and | 3
salmon. - The multitudes of this fish are almost inconceivable. 'I'hemlfu
clear that they can readily be seen at the Mofﬁﬁmmww*&wh
this season they float in such quantities down the stream, and are WW!;
Wﬂmm@tmﬁyhm&ew
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high resembling whins, To the eastward is a range of mountains about fifty or,
sixty miles distant, which bear north and south ; but neither in the low grounds,

nor in the highlands is any timber tobe seen. The, evening coming on he de-,
~ termined not to proceed further than theisland, and therefore returned to camp,,
accompanied by three canoes, which contained twenty Indians. . _¥n the course of
his excursion he shot several grouse and ducks, and received nom,;mof
fish; for which be gave in return small pieces of riband, He also killed a prairie,
eock, an animal of the, pheasant kind, but about the size of & small turkey, It
measiwed from the beak to the end of the toe twofaet.q;;mcheundthmqm-
ters, from the extremity of the wings three feet six inches, and the feathers,of the,
tail were thirteen inches long. = This bird we have seen nowhere except on this
river., Its chief food is the grasshopper,and the,seed of the wild plant, which is
peeulmrtothumerandtheupperparuoﬁtham & HeEL o g
. ~The men availed themselves of this dgy's rest:to mnd thexr p\lp,i‘hap,.(}rw

skins, and put, their arms in_complete order, an. ohlect,nlmss;sx primary

concern, but mﬂul; at, ammswmsmmwnm By i, —P"“—’x
strangers. soibhe By o

... Friday, 18 We wg:e vmtedl.hta mornmg hy mm;l qmoﬁ Indlma, wh;
MM!M weve already with vs, and soén opened a numerous conncil,
We informed them as we had done all the other Indian nations of our friendship
for them, and ?‘P“l desire to promote peace among, all our red children in this
m This was conveyed by, signs_through. the means of our two chiefs, and

to.be, perfectly understood..  We then made a second, chigf, and gage to

all the chiefs,a string of wampum, in remembrance of what we bad saidy | Whilst
the conference was going on four men, came ina cange | mlww%m
on. an island about cight miles below, but afler staying a few minutes returned
without saying a word to us. We now procured from the principal, chief and

one of the Cuimnapum nation a sketch of the Columbia, .WP?&RE_:#
nation living. along its banks and those of  the, Taptect. _They drew it, with,»
piece of coal on a robe, and as we afterwavds trausferred it to. paper, it exhibited

.pxyhnhknpmdhdmm n,..u;msam-,m:m
qﬁwmwthmnfmmumm n_to, lay in ou
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Wi} two 6f the thiree ot being willing to o ‘any Tuither, ahd the third conld be/
‘tise u he was not acquainted with the river below.” We therefore took wo-
Tridians But'Guf two'chiefs, and resumed our joutney in the presence of miany of
ﬁmﬂb} ‘who'caitik to witriess our departure. The Miﬁ was d&d ﬁd
v, 4 the'Wind from the soath-east. © Soon after proceeding;
- Wé"phheu the i#tnd in the mouth of Lewis river, and atagmmues reachad
iirger island, ‘which'extends three milés in fength. On going down by this
‘thiere’ is another on the right, which commences about the middle of it,
and contintes for three and a half miles. WHhilé they continue’parallel to each
other, they occasion a rapid near the lower extremity of the first island, epposite
£6"Whichi‘on the second island are nine lodges built of miats, and intended for the
acdbititiodation of ‘the fishermen, ofwhontwe m‘gi'eafmb&i ihdms
quantltleaofdned fish on their scaffolds. Q761 Uy
" On vétidhing the lowet point dfbhé.islnd, W thiiai 4’ dnkighie Ubndr&pld :
anid thén widertook the passage mumyaimcuu,u the Mmm&
two ‘smill islands, with two othets’ still smaller near the left'side of the river.
Here are two Indian houses, the inhabitants of which were as usual drying ‘fish.
We passed the rapid without injiify, ahd fourteen and a half miles from the
mouth of Lewid's Mum*w ‘islanid near the right shore, on ‘which were
mwmmm mgﬂmwmmm‘*wmﬂ
it‘hdr'ﬁa%hh s plice, is o touth of a'small brook under a high hill o the
It seéris £6'viin diiritiy its whole caurse thiroagh the high country, whi
dt ths’ pliee Begind, 4nd rising to the height of tivo hundred feet fornis cliffs
BIKAE RO WG fromut” o coHiidera e’ distKcloe it (b6 PHo.
W%WL%H a hotntait to the 8. W. thie form of which rs" :
Y dovéred with snow. “We followed the river as it entered these high-
‘l'é’ﬁd?‘ﬂﬂd ﬁ{!mcﬁﬁc‘e“ol‘%ﬁﬂﬁ reached three islands, one on each side 6f
e B " U R o e e s ir £ Tk
| wwmmmu Wbl Ppit. “NeaPthiesd ¥ fouribiaatiid Begink cldse
Py bt L
we ca tous to
“Wats'fio appearanice of wood in went on aboiit a mile farther,
il observiniga Tog WW%m&w «awwﬁ% mm
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N ‘%a 4 calted fo' reduiest’ s to Tnd" and 3&& h@mm
Hiin‘as, e had plenty of wood ‘for ws. “This iniélligénce would have beéd v
atoeptable if ‘it had beéen ‘explained sosher, for wa ‘were obliged to ‘uise
‘%ﬁmi‘o fuel to cook. whh, not being able to burn the drift-log which had
‘iam “us to land,  'We now sent the two chiefs along the l¢ft side of the river
10 invite the greatcbiefﬂow to spend the night with us. He ‘chme ‘at’ a late
hour, accompamed by twenty men, bringing a basket of mashed berries, which
‘nelaﬁuaprmtﬁrus,mdfumedacampataahortdmtmﬁomw The
next mmn‘g, : gt Ri1  snvixtd
i Sntm'day, 19, thag'reli chief, with two of his inferior chlaﬁ, and ‘a‘third
'Beionq'mg' to a band on the river below, made us 4 visit at a very early hour.
The first of these is called Yelleppit, a handsome well-proportioned man, about five
feet elghl mc‘:eu hi gh, and thirty-five years'of ‘age, witha bold and dignified
© countengnge; lbemtwére not distinguf$hed i their appearance. 'We smoked

with them, and after making ‘a speech gave o medal, a Bandkerchief aind 4 string
ar-iﬁp&ﬁ‘totempm ma.utngu wampuin only to the inferior chiefs.
He requeste uﬂoremsmﬁﬂthe‘lﬁulale of the day, in order that all his nation
might come and see us, but ‘we excised ourselves by telling him that-on’ our
mﬁ?‘“ we would spend two ot thied days with Him. 'T'is conference detained

niné o’clock, by which time gteat hutibers of the Trdians had come doyn
to visit gs.  On wi‘rfnfg thiem, W went on for éight miles, wh we cametoian
island mmuﬁm ‘which continued 'six ‘miles in length.. 'At'the lower
a small island oh ‘which are five houses, &t present vacant,
though 4¢ of fish aré as i usoal abundant. * A’short distance below, are
m fjﬂuﬂi,oneoftﬁﬁl near the ‘middle of the river. = On thi¢ there were
seve s '?viasm as the Indians, W"ﬂﬁ'ﬁ}ﬁq' fish; saw us, they
mamtmofm till we had ps 'muy
s than is détial f6r honses o
. &m:wmmmww
. 'We werd ‘very desirots “of landitig''in -orded to
; “th&.wam&m«mmm
wdﬂnmwwm “nm.. oot of s
which detwm -

. “%Mio' tapid
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| byishonls, orerwhich, M‘E P g ,

a tyro Mmm.&ims m&thh e
mm;;mnmbsr ofmﬂeu The rapid has several small islands, and banks
of muscleshells are spread along the river in several places. In order to lighten
the boats, captain Clarke, with the two chiefs, thqmlﬂam,uﬂ his wife, Had
walked, acrpmj.bg;owgmndapntbeleft to the foot of the rapids. On the
way, captain; Clarke ascended a cliff, about two hundred feet above the waters
fram which be saw that the country on both sidas of the river immedmtely
from its cliffs, was low, and spreads itself into a level phm, extending for

o, great, distance on all sides. To the west at the distaneq bfdhqd:one
hmdred and_ fifty miles, is a very high mountain covered’ wlth ml,
fvg;mdgmnopnpdgppw-mce,hgmpmedtobe!hel( ﬂtlﬁl«i’r
laid down by Vancouver, as yisible from the mouth of the Columbia: ﬁavlp-
also another mountain of a ecovical fom, wbmtopumavﬂwthq
south-west direction. Asew;;(ﬂnke arrived at the lower. end ‘of ﬂn
before auy, except one of the small canoes, he sat dcwnmamlg,\, wait for
them, and seeing a mne ﬂy aeremln, ﬁm,,nhoq;t, andi " feﬂ near him. iﬂf" '

mm&-ﬁ:o

appearanceon the,tepart of the gun, fed to thei 'PWP“-
afrajd that these people had uot yet heard that white men mwms au&iﬂ‘m-
fove, in.order to allay their uneasiness before the w. jm[.
he got inso the small canoe with three meg, and rowed over toy

and while crossing shot a duck which fell into the water. Aillle ¥
mmmt«te seen, except three men in. thegi;m,aml&g! tgo L
came near, the shore,  He landed befmmmludoae to each her, but \
ﬂMﬂﬂMMmﬂqﬁMw ere closed. - He went fox
- omaofi them, with 2.pipeiin bis hand, and mg aside the mi o
mmmmm% some hanging down
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. ?t Qne 0‘ tPﬂlll . 1l P" M ! { L &hgl i?jﬁ’

s, who !Metilately ex mtenhoﬁs |
n after Wsw#élm B"' mn:n j’*ﬂdﬂﬁ

Jonbtg 3?’0& Pomg we]‘l-d:qued, since in this oonnﬁ-‘i no woman ever acco
panies a war party ; t,hgy therefore all came out and seemed perfecﬂy recoﬁ"gi?

eoq]d we indeed wame them for their terrors, which w were perfect[y nﬁtﬂl&l
mtﬁldthetwonbmfpthattbeyh;wwewmmlme ﬁ:r ﬁnthadéeen?m
?a.ll from t the clqnda in_fact, unperceived by them, capta ln Clarke “!md nho! thé
whlle mne, which they had ~seen fnll Juqt hefore .Be pentéél
the duck which he had illed also fell ¢ ;, inm.mdu mwareaf
flying over at the moment, they oqnnoetajcl }Ihe fall of the birds and His Ebﬁ

* appearance, and belioved that he had himself dropped from the cloids; the noise
afg.mﬂ,,?l tfhagh\dwer ear: hroié;bezﬁ o ‘dened nsemi'y‘i’me

gg;.m’d W '?“6“\‘“ 80 _ nar’y: an ' f W &i’e eﬂsa

when on entering tham hebmught aow‘ 'rm 'heawm .ﬁah.

; Guhurmn » We soon convinced ﬁlem " l‘ﬂ t ‘we weref
mortals, nnd one of our chleﬁ had exp]yneﬂ our history and objects, we' lH‘lr

smako& tber,m e harmony ;ﬂa le do mf s aﬁ f-a{?iséi}' the
same ]nhl:::ge as the I?dlans abo\'e, but Pﬁm ﬁfm mp:on\’el&ﬂﬁou i Th
_q,pho;t time we were,pomaa'by many oftﬁe qxb&batants ﬁ"om “below, several of
them on b and_ all pleased to sce us, and fo excl ;em"a.ﬂm
berries  for e few trinkets. We remamqﬂ rg J'ine, and thén gmcé&ﬂéd: ot

.hﬂfamie‘:‘:ilﬂ'feounir:a ) ht si ’ 1_ _ afele‘%ﬁ’

we a rapid, a,uu
yl:::lg d}a-e are f’m". willews.
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qﬁqyed imfrm&e m"br our ﬂo!uu, with which they .emf&;
much delighted : tbéyvem:uned ght at our fires. This tribe is a branch of the.
nalon called Pishquitpaws, aﬂd can r.alse 3Bout three hundred and ﬁﬁy wen..
'ITI dm tlwy resemble the Indmu near the forks of the thnnhla, except {hat
their robes are smaller and do not reach Iawer &ah the waist; indeed, three.
fourths of them have scarcely any robes at aﬁ. The dress of the females is.
equally scanty ; for they wear only a small piece of a robe which coyvers their
shoulders and neck, and rem:hei downthe back tothewant, wﬂaereltmiﬁsChﬁd-
byapteeecfleathertwdhght round the body : their breasts, which are_thus.
exposed to view, arelarge, ill-shaped, and are suffered to-hang down very low :
their cheek-bones high, their hamdsﬂattened.nndthmtpemmmg@erdad’om
ed with searcely any ornaments. Both sexes are nmployed m,cdnngﬁaﬁ,"tf
which they have great qtmnt:tws on  their sc.nffpldb-

* Sunday 20. The morning was eool, the wind. from themﬂ:-wesf; _.,&u
:ppeamoehad excited the t;qnomty of thenmghbourhoodnmuch, that before
‘we set out about twohun&mﬂ l.ndmnsﬁad collectedtosae us, and as. we were de--
sirous_of conciliating th¢ll friendship, we nelmmec_l tg,smokqandnon?'armﬂ:.
tbem till breakfast. We"ihei:"' k.'?qr.k____ , which consisted wbﬂy
of dog-flesh, and . proeeeded M manthoqaeu-nqar our.
_qmg,mdstmmleamchodthehqadofa.m id, ahdeacending whiﬂt
.we soon_came fo another, very Mqult and. dangerous, It is forﬁmi By
qpm-dflambla;kroch, streu:hmg from, the right mae of the I;Ner,,sn&
_several small islands on the lfﬁ neariy choakmgthe cImnnel of the river:
this place we gayethe name of the i’eilcan rapid, from seeing a nnmber of ppﬁo
caps and hhelg_oo:mmtsabmtxt. Just below it is a sn'lalllsl‘and near ﬁo
qghtlhore,wbnrem‘fmrhmsenofln&am,allhusymdrymg% A}nus?n
pﬁqﬁwoui‘mpwwmhqd&bendtothelaﬁoppomtew&lu
. ntmollﬂ* Wfqt&m mrerpomtoﬁ 9nrml:.n_|l‘ fhe“ﬂgﬂ-plaa

e channel. %m{t’ﬁumghgernian&mthemmé%,fnd on the
M%@mwam&msﬁ&hhﬁv - We landed near some Indian
huts, a | fhmhndc,uv'___;o?‘thcphom(ﬁﬂed
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whole length of the structure. Aguinst this ridge-pole are placed broad boards,
~ and pieces of canoes, in a slanting direction, so as to form a shed. It stands east
and west, and neither of the extremities is closed. On entering the western
end wve observed a number of bodies wrapped carefully in leather robes, and ar-
ranged in rows on boards, which were then covered with a mat. This was the
part destined for those who had recently died : a little farther on, the bones half
decayed were soattered about, and in the centre of the building was a large pile
of them heaped promiscuously on each' other. rAt the eastern extremity was a
mat, on which twenty-one sculls were placed in a circular form, the mode of in-
terment being first to wrap the body in robes, and as it decays the bones are
throwni into the heap, and the scills placed together. From the diffierent bosrds-"
mdﬁehwﬂuﬁkhmuua,mwumm&
nets, baskeis, wooden-bowls, robes, skins, trenchers, and trinkets of various kinds,
obviously intended as offerings of affection to deceased relatives. Oa the outside
ﬂm-nuwmwm-
the A mmwummmm
ably sacrificed at the funeral rites of their masters. =

Hdvng&udwpoeuk&putsmnﬂwhnd,wheremﬁubuﬁdh—
dians, and at the lower extremity a bad rapid. Half a mile beyond this, and at the
distance of twenty-four from our camp, we came to the commencement of the
highlands on the right, which are the first we lrave seen on that side since near the -
rapids, leaving a valley forty miles in extent. Eight miles lower we -

a large island in the middle of the river, below which are eleven small
“.haﬂbehgﬂrh same number on the left, and one in the middle of
the stream. AMﬁhuumummM’
behind one of the islands. The country on the right »

hills; the left is a low plain with no timber on éither side; except a few swall
along the banks; though a few miles after loaving thebe islands -
on the left rises to the same height w with thatioppos a‘lv-ilht‘
a point of bighlend in « bend towards the right, e

a journey of forty-two miles. mqumm‘
in Hﬂ. ‘with a wmarmmww
two days. vnmamw and several ducks of a
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observed some acorns, the fruit of the white oak.  These they use as food either
raw or roasted, and on inquiry informed us that they were procured from the In-
dians who live near the great Falls, This place they designate by a name very
corpmonly applied to it by the Indians, and highly expressive, the word Timm,
which they pronounce so as to make it perfectly represent the sound of a distant
cataract. After breakfast we resumed our journey, and in the course of three
miles passed a rapid where large rocks were strewed across the river, and ut the
head of which on the right shore were two hats of Indians. We stopped here
for the purpose of examining it, as we always do whenever any danger is to be
apprehended, and send round by land all those who-cannot swim. Five miles
further is another rapid, formed by large rocks projecting from each side, above
which were five huts of Indians on the right side, occupied like those we had ‘al-
ready seem, in drying fish. Onc mile below this is the lower point of an
island close to the right side, opposite to which on that shore, are two Indian
huts.

On the left side of the river at this place, are immense piles of vocks, which
seem to have slipped from the cliffs under which they Ne; they continue till
spreading still farther into the river, at the distance of a mile from the island,
they occasion a very dangerous rapid ; a little below which on the right side are
five huts, For many miles the river is now narrow and obstrncted with very
large rocks thrown into its channel ; the hills contimte highand covered, as is
very rarely the case, with a few low pine trees on their tops. Between three
andfour miles below the last rupid ocears a second, which is also diffticult, and
three miles below it is a small river, which seems to rise in the open plains to the
south-east, and falls in on the left. It is forty yards wide at its mouth; but dis-
charges only a small quantity of water at present: we gave it the name of Le-
page’s river, from Lepage, ovne of our company. Near this little river, and im-
mediately below it, we had to encoanter a new rapid. The river 1s erowded, in
every direction, with large rocks and small rocky islands: the paswmge erooked
and difficult, and for two miles we were chliged to wind with great carealong the
narrow channels and betwzen the huge rocks. At the end of this rapid-are four huts
of Indians on the same side. Here we landed and passed the night, afier making
thirty-three miles. The inhabitants of these huts explained to us that they were
the relations of those who live at the great Falls. ‘Fhey appeat to be of the same
nation with those we have seen above,whom, indeed, they resemble in every thing
except that their language, althotigh thesanme,  has somé words different. They
have all pierced noses, and the meh when in full dress-wear along tapering phece
of shell or bead put through the nose. © Fhese people-did not, however, receive

1
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us with the cordiality to which we have been accustomed. They are poor;
but we are.able to purchase from them some wood to make a fire for supper, of
which they have but little, and which they say they bring from the great Falls,
The hills in this neighbourhood are high and rugged, and a few scattered trees,
either small pine or scrubby white eak, are occasionally seen op them. From
the last rapids we also observed the conical mountain towards the south-west,
which the Indians say is not far to the left of the great Falls.  From its vicinity
to that place we called it the Tiwm or Falls mountain. The country through
which we passed is furnished with several fine springs, which rise either high up
the sides of the hills or else in the river meadows, aud discharge themselves iutp
the Columbia. We could not help remarking that almost universally the fishing
establishments of the Indians, both on the Columbia and the waters of Lewis’s
river, are on the right bask, On inquiry we were led to believe that.the reason
may be found in their fear of the Suake Iudians ; between whom and themselves,
considering the warlike temper of that people, and the peaceful habits of the river
tribes, it is very natural that the latter should be anxious to interpose so good
barrier. 'These Indians are described as residing on a great river to the south,
and always at war with the people in this neighbourhood. One of our chiefs
pointed out to-day a spot on the left where, not many years ago, a great baitle
was fought, in which numbers of both nations were killed. We were agreeably
surprised this evening by a present of some very good beer, made out of the re-
-mains of the bread, composed of the Pashecoquamash, part of the stores we had
laid in at the head of the Kooskooskee, aud which by frequent exposure becomes
sour and moulded.

Tuesday, 22. The morning was fair and calm. We left our camp at nige
o'cleck, and after going on for six miles came to the head of an jsland, and a
very bad rapid, where the rocks are scattered mearly aeross the river. Just
above this and ou the right side are six hats of Indians. At the digtauce of two
miles below, are five more huts; the inhabitants of which are all engaged in
drying fish, and some of then in their canoes, killing fish with gigs; epposite to
this establishment is a small island 1n a bend towards the right, on which there
.were such quantities of fish that we counted twenty stacks of dried and peund-
od salmon., ‘Lhis small island s at the upper point of one mueh larger, the sides
of whieh are:high uneven rocks, jutting over the water here there is a bad rapid.
The wsland continues for four miles, and at the middle of it is a largé river, which
‘appears.to comme from the south-east, and empties mself on the left.. We landed
jast abowe its soouth in order {0 examine it, and seon found the ronte intercepter!
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by a deep, narrow channel, running into the Columbia above the latge ertranee, so
as to form a dry and rich island about 400 yards wide and eight hundred long. Herey
as along the grounds of the river, the natives had been digging large quuntitios
of yoots, as the soil was turned up in many places. We reached the river about
a quarter of 2 mile above its mouth, at a place where a large bedy of water is
compressed within a channel of about two hundred yards in width, where i.
foams over rocks, many of which are above the surface of the water. These
narrows are the end of a rapid which extends two miles back, where the riveris
closely confined between two high hills, below which it is divided by numbers of
large rocks and siall islands, eovered with a low growth of timber. 'This river,
which is called by the Indians Towahnahiooks, is two hundred yards wide at its
mouth, has a very rapid current, and contributes about one-fourth as much water
as the Columbia possesses before the junction. Tmmediately ut the entrance are
three sand islands, and near it the head of.an island which runs parallel to the
large rocky istand. 'We now returned to our boats, and passing the mouth of
the Towahnahiooks went between the islands. At the distance of two miles we
reached the lower end of this rocky island, where were eight huts of lndians.
Here too, we saw some large logs of weod, which were most probably raftet
down the Towahnahiooks; and a mile below, on the right bank, were sixteen
lodges of Indians, with whom we stopped to smoke. Then at the distance of
abaut a mile passed six more huts on the same side, nearly opposite the lower
extremity of the island, which has its upper end in the mouth of the Towahna-
hiooks. Two miles below we came to- seventeen huts on the right side of the
river, situated at the commencement of the pitch which includes the great Falis.
Here we halted, and immediately on landing walked down, accompanied by an
old Iudian from the huts, in order to examine the Falls, and ascertain on which
side we could make a portage most easily. We soon discovered that the nearest
route was on-the right side, and therefore dropped down to the head of the rapid,
uninaded the canoes, and took all the baggage over by land to the foot of the
rapid. The distance is twelve hundred yards. On setting out we crossed a
solid rock, about one third of the whole distance ; then reached: a space of -two
hundred yards wide, which forms a hollow, where the loose sand from the low-
grounds has been driven by the winds, and is steep and loose, and therefore dis-
agreeable to pass; the rest of the route is over firm and solid ground. The
labour of cressing would have been very inconvenient,.if the Iddians: had:not
assisted us in carrying some of the heavy articles on their. horses 3 but for this-
service they repaid themselves so adroitly, that on reaching the foat of the rapids
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we formed -a camp ih a position which might secure us+from the pilfering of tﬁe,i
umtives, which we apprebend much more than we do their hostilities. Near onr
camp are five large buts of Indians engaged in drying fish and preparing it for
the warket. - The.manuner of doing this, is by first opening the fish and exposing
it ta the sun on their scaffolds. When it is sufficiently dried it is pounded fine
between two stones till it is pulverized, and is then placed in a basket about two
feet long and oue in diameter, neatly made of grass and rusbes, and lined with
the skin of a salinon stretched and dried for the purpose. Here they are pressed
down as hard as possible, aud the top covered with skins of fish which are secured
by cords through the holes of the basket. 'The baskets are then placed in some
dry situation, the corded part upwards, scven being usually placed as close as
they can be put together, and five on the top of them. The whole is then wrap-
ped up in mats, and made fast by cords, over which mats are again, thrown.
Twelve of these baskets, each of which countains from mninety to a hundred
pounds, form a stack, which is now left exposed till it is sent to market; the
fish thus preserved is kept sound and sweet for several years, and greag
yuantities of it, they inform us, are sent to the Indians whe live below the Falls,
whence it finds its way to the whites who visit the moutl of the Columbia. We
observe both near the lodges and on. the rocks in the river, great numbers of
stacks of these pounded fish.

Besides fish, these people supplied us with filberts aud berrics, and we pur-
chased-a dog for supper; but it was with much difliculty that we were able to
buy wood enongh to cook it.  In the course of the day. we were visited by many
Indians, from whom we learnt that the principal chicfs of the bands, residing in
this neighbourhood, are now hunting in the mountains towards the south-west.
On. that side of the river none of the Indiaus have any permanent habitations, and
en inquiry we were confirmed in our belief that it was for fear of attacks from
the Snake Indians, with whom they are at war. 'L'his natioun they represent as
very numerous, and residing in a great number of villages on the Towahnahiooks,
where they live principally on salmon. 'T'hat river they add.is not obstructed
by rapids, above its. mouth, bat there becomes large and reaches to a considerable
distance ; l.lw first village of the Snake Indians on that river beiug twelve days’
Journey on a-course about south-east from this place. )

. Wedneaday, 23. Haviug ascertained irom the Iudians, and by actual
expmination, the best mode of bringing down the canoes, it was found'necessary,
ax the, river. was divided uto several narrow chanoels, by rocks and islands, to
follow -the route adqptp& by the Indians themselves. 'I'his operation captain
Clarke began this merning, and after crossing to the other side of the river,
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hiauled the canoes over a point of land, so as to avoid a perpendicular fall of
twenty fect. At the distance of four hundred and fifty seven yards we reached
the water, and embarked at a place where a long rocky island compresses the
channel of the river within the space of a hundred and fifty yards, so as to form
nearly a semicircle. On leaving this rocky island the chanvel is somewhat
wider, but a secoud and mach larger island of hard black rock, still divides it
from the main stream, while on the left shore it is closely bordered by perpendicwtar
rocks. Haviug descended in this way for a mile, we reached a pitch of the
river, which being divided by two large rocks, descends with great rapidity down
a fall eight feet in height : as the boats could not be navigated down this steep
descent, we were obliged to land and let them down as s.owly as possible by
strong ropes of etk skin, which we hed prepared for the purpose. They all
passed in safety except one, which being loosed by the breaking of the ropes, was
driven down, but was recovered by the Iadians below. With this rapid ends the
first pitch of the great Falls, which is not great in poiot of height, and remarkable
only for the singular manner in which the rocks have divided its channel. From
the marks every-where perceivable at the Falls, it is obvious that in high floods,
which must be in the spring, the water below the Falls rises nearly to a level with
that above them. Of this rise, which is occasioned by some obstructions which
we do not as yet know, the salmon must avail themnselves to pass up the river
in such multitudes, that that fish is ahnost the only one caught in great abandance
above the Falls; but below that place, we observe the sulmon tiout, and the
heads of a species of troul smuller than the salmon trout, which is in great
quantities, and whicli they are now burying to be used as their winter food. A
hole of any size being dug, the sides and bottom are lined with straw, over
which skius are laid : on these the fish, after being well dried, is laid: covered with
other skins, and the hole closed with a layer of earth twelve or fifteen inches
deep.  About three o’'clock we reached the jower camp, but our joy ut having
accomplished this object was somewhat diminished, by the persecution of a new
acquaintance. On reaching the upper point of the portage, we found that the
Indians had been encamped there not long since, and had left behind them mul-
titodes of fleas. 'These sagacious animals were so pleased to exchange the straw
and fish skins, in which they had been living, for some better residence, that we
were sosn covered with them, and during the portage the men swere -obliged to
strip to the skin, in order to brush them from their bodies. ‘They were pot,
however, so easily dislodged from oor clothes, and accompapied us in great
numbers to our camp. '

We saw no game except a sea otter, which was shot inthe nareow channdl
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as we came down, but we could not get it. Having therefore scarcely any
prowisions, we purchased eight small fat dogs, a food to which we are now com-
pelled to have recourse, for the Indians are very unwilling to sell us any of their
good fish, which they reserve for the market below. Fortanately, however, the
habit of using this animal has completely overcome the repugnance which we felt
at first, and the dog, if not a favourite dish, is always an acceptable one.
'T'he meridian altitude of to-day gives 45° 42" 57" 3-10 north, as the latitude of
our camp.

On the beach near the Indian huts, we observed two canoes of a different
shape and size from any which we had hitherto seen: one of these we got in
exchange for our smallest canoe, giving a hatchet and a few trinkets to the owner,
who said he had purchased it from a white man below the Falls, by giving Lim
a horse. These canoes are very beautifully made ; they are wide in thie middle
and tapering towards each end, with curious figures carved on the how. They
avre thin, but being strengthened by cross bars, about an inch in diameter, which
are tied with strong pieces of bark through holes in the sides, are able to bear
very heavy burdens, and seem caleulated to live in the roughest water.

A great number of Indians both from above and below the Falls visited us
to-day, and towards evening we were informed by one of the chiefs who had
accompanied us, that he had overheard that the Indians below intended to attack
ns as we went down the river. Being at all tunes ready for any attempt of that
sort, we were not under greater apprehensions than usual at this intelligence :
we, therefore, only re-examined our arms aud increased the ammunition to one
hundred rounds. Our chiefs, who had not the same moiives of confidence, were
by no means so much at their ease, and when at night they saw the Indians
leave us earlier than usual, their suspicions of an intended attack were confirmed,
and they were very much alanued. The next morning,

Thursday, 24, the Indians approached us with apparent caution, and behaved
with more than usual reserve. QOur two chiefs, by whom these cirenmstances
were 1ot inohserved, now told us that they wished to return home ; that they could
be mo longer of any service to us, and they could not nnderstand the language of
the peoplc below the Falls ; that those people formed a different nation from
their own ; that the two people had been at war with each other, and as the
Indrans had expressed n resolution to attack us, they would certainly kill them,
We endeaveured tc quiet their fears, and requested them' to stay two nights
longer, in- whish ‘time we wonld see the Indians below, and make a peace
between the two nations. They replicd that they were anxtous to return and
‘966 theit” Hiarses | lwe however msisted on their remaiing with us, not only in
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hopes of bringing about an acesmmodation between them and their enemies, but
becanse they might be able to detect any hostile designs against us, and also
assist us in passing the next Falls, which are not far off, and represented as
very difficult : they at length agreed to stay with ns two nights longer. About
nine o’clock we proceeded, and on leaving our camp near the lower Fall, found
the river about four hundred yards wide, with a current more rapid than usual,
though with no perceptible descent. At the distance of two and a half miles,
the river widened into a large bend or basin on the right, at the beginning of
which are three huts of Indians. At the extremity of this basin stands a high
black rock, which, rising perpendicularly fiom the right shore, seems to run
wholly across the river ; so totally indeed does it appear to stop the passage, that
we could not sec where the water escaped, except that the current appeared to
be drawn with more than usual velocity to the left of the rock, where was s
great roaring. Ve landed at the hats of*the Indians, who went with us to the
top of this rock, from which we saw all the difficulties of the chavnel. We
were no longer at a loss to account for the rising of the river at the ¥alls, for
this tremendous rock stretches across the river, to meet the high hills of the left
shore, leaving a channel of only forty-five yards wide, throngh which the whole
body of the Colmubia must press its way. The water thus forced into so narrow
a channel, is thrown into whirls, and swells and boils in every part with the wildest
agitation. But the alternative of carrying the boats over this high rock was
almost impossible in our present situation, and as the chief danger seemed to be not
from any rocks in the channel, but from the great waves and whirlpools, we
resolved to try the passage in our hoats, in hopes of being able by dexterons
steering to escape. 'This we attempted, and with great care were able to get
through, to the astonishment of all the Indians of the huts we had just passezi,
who now collected to see us from the top of the rock. The channel continues
thus confined within a space of abount half a mile, when the rock ceased. We
passed a single Indian hut at the foot of it, where the river again enlarges
itself to the width of two hundred yards, and at the distance of a mile and a
half stopped to view a very bad rapid; this is formed by two roeky islands which
divide the channel, the lower and larger of which is in the middle of the river.
The appearance of this place was so unpromising, that we anloaded all-the most
valuable articles, such as guns, amimunition, our papers, &c. qnd sent them by
land, with all the men that could not swim, to the extremity of the rapids. We
then descended with the canoes two at a time, and though the cances took in
some water, we all went through safely ; after which we made two miles, antd
stopped in a deep bend of the river towards the right,’ and éncamped & littls
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wbbve a large village-of twenty-one houses. Herewe landed, and as it was ate
before all the canoes joined us, we were obliged to remain here this evening,
the difficulties of the navigation having permitted us to make only six miles.
This village is situated at the extremity of a deep bend towards the right, apd
immediately above a ledge of high rocks, twenty feet above the marks of the
highest flood, but broken in several places, so as to form channels which are at
present dry, extending nearly across the river; this forms the second Fall, or the
place most probably which the Indians indicate by the word Timm. Whale the
canoes were coming on, captain Clarke walked with two men down to examine
these channels. On these rocks the Indians are accustomed to dry fish, and as
the season for that purpose is now over, the poles which they use are tied up very
securely in bundles, and placed on the scaffolds. The stock of fish dried and
pounded was so abundant that he counted one hundred and seven-of them,
making more than ten thousand pounds of that provision. After examining the
Narrows as well as the lateness of the hour would permit, he returned to the
village through a rocky open country, infested with polecats. This village, the
residence of a tribe called the Echeloots, consists of twenty-one houses, scattered
promiscuously over an elevated situation, ncar a mound about thirty feet above
the common level, which has some remains of houses on it, and bears every ape
pearance of bemg artificial.

The houses, which are the first wooden buildings we have seen since leaving
the Ilinois country, are nearly cqnal in size, and exhibit a very singular appear-
ance. A large hole, twenty feet wide and thirty in length, is dug to the depth
of six feet. 'The sides are theu hned with split pieces of timber, rising just above
the surface of the ground, which are smoothed to the same width by burning,
or shaved with small iron axes. These timbers are secured in their erect posi-
tion by a pole, stretched along the side of the building near the caves, and
supported on a strong post fixed at each corner. 'The timbers at the gable ends
rige gradually higher, the middle pieces beiug the broadest. At the top of these
is 2 sort of semicircle, made to receive a ridge-pole, the whole length of the
house, propped by an additional post in the middle, and forming the top of the
roof, From this ridge-pole to the eaves of the house, are placed a number of
small poles or rafters, secured at each end by the fibres of the cedar. On these
poles, which are connected by small transverse bars of wood, is laid a covering of
tive white. cedar, or arbor vite, kept on by the strands of the cedar fibres: but.a
small distence glong the whole length of the ridge-pole is left uncovered for the
purpowe. of Jight, and permitting the smoke to pass thrqugh. The roof thus
Hormed heg e descent about equal to that commeon. amongst us, and near the
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aeves s porfarated with @ number of small holes, wmade most probably to dis-
charge their arrows in case of gqn attack. 'The only entrance is by a small
daor at the gable end, cut ont of the middie piges of timber, twenty-nine and 8
ba&f inches high, and fourteen inches broad, and reaching only 'eigl‘lxeex? inchgs
above the earth,  Before this bole is hung 3 wat, and gn pyshing it aside and
erawling through, the descent is by a small wooden ladder, made in the form of
those nsed amongst us.  One half of the inside is us¢d oy a place of depesit for
their dried fish, of which there are large quantities stored away, and with a few
baskets of berries form the only family provisions ; the other half adjeining the
door, remains for the accommodation of the fanmidy. On gach side are grranged
near the walls, small beds of mats placed ou hitle scaffolds or hedsteads, raised
from eighteen iuches to three feet from the greund, and n the middle of the
vacant space is the fire, or sometimes two or three fires, when, 9s is indeed
usnally the case, the house contaius three damilies.

The inhabitants receiyed us with great kindness-—mvited us to their bonses,
and i the evening, after our camp had been formed, camw i great numbers to
s$ee us 1 accompanyiag them was a principal chief, and seyeral of the warriors
of the nation below the Great Narrows. We made nse of this opportunity to
attempt 2 reconciliation between them and our two chiefs, and 10 put an end to
the war which had disturbed the two nations. By representing to the chiefs the
evils which the war inflicted on them, and the wants and privations to which it
subjects them, they soon became disposed to eonciliate with each other, and we
had some reason to be satisfied with the sincerity of the mutual professions that
the war should no longer continue, and that in future they wonld live in peace
with each other. On econcluding this negotiation we proceeded to invest the
chief with the insignia of command, a medal and some small articles of cloth-
ing ; after which the violin was produced, and our men danced to the groat
delight of the Indians, who remained with us till a late hour.

Friday, 25. We walked down with several of the Indians to view the paxt
of the Narrows which they represented as most dangerous: we found it very
difficult, but, &s with our large canoes the portage was impracticable, we ~con;-l-
eluded on carrying our most valuable articles by land, and then hazarding the
passage. We therefore returned to the village, and after sending. some of tl”
party with ous best steres to make a postage, and fixed others an the.rack o
assist with Topes the canoes that might meet with any difficulty, we began the
descent, in the presence of great numbers of Indians who bad collected to wit-
ness this exploit. The channel for three miles is wara thrgugh a hard rough
Mack rock frem fifty to one hundred yards wide, in which the water swells-and
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boll§ it 4' treméndons manmet. The three fitst canoss escapsd very well ; the
fotitth, however, had nearly filled with water; the fifth passed through with only
a small quanfity of water over her. At half a mile we had got throngh the
worst part, and having reloaded our canoes went on very well for two and a
half mfles, except that one of the boats was nearly lost by rumning against a
tock. At the end of this channel of three miles, in which the Indians inform
us they catch as many salmon as they wish, we reached a deep basin or bend of
the river towards the right, near the entrance of which are two rocks. We
crossed the basin, which has a quiet and gentle current, and at the distance of
a mile from its commencement, and a little below where the river resumes its
channel, reached a rock which divides it. At this place we met our old chiefs,
who, when we began the portage, had wdlked down to a village below to smoke
4 pipe of friendship on the remewal of peace.  Just after our meeting' we saw a
chief of the village above, with a party who had becn out hunting, and were
then crossing the river with their horses on their way home. We landed to
smoke with this chicf, whom we found a bold looking man of a pleasing ap-
péarance, about fifty years of age, and dressed in a war jacket, a cap, leggingy
and moccasins : we presented him with a medal and other small articles, and he
gave us some meat, of which he had been able to procure but little ; for on his
route he had met with a war party of Indians from the Towahnahiooks, with
whom he had Liad a battle. We here smoked a parting pipe with our two faithful
friends, the chiefs who had accompanied us from the heads of the river, and
who now had eacli Bought a horse, intending to go home by land.

On leaving this rock theriver is gentle, but strewed with a great number of rocks
for a few miles, when it becomes a beautiful still stream about half a mile wide. At
five miles frot the Iarge bend we came to the mouth of a creck twenty yards wide
heading in the range of mountains which run 8. 8, W, and 8. W. for 1 long
distance, and discharging a considerable quantity of water : it is called by the
Indlians Quenett.  'We halted below it under a high point of rocks on the left ;
and as it was necessary to mmake some celestial observations, we formed a camp
on the top of these rocks.  T'his situation is perfeetly well caleulated for defence
in case the Indizns shauld incling to attack ws, for the rocks form a sort of
patural fortification with the did of the river and ereck, and is convenient to hunt
aloiig the foat of the motntding to the west and south-iwest, where there are
sévetal gpedics of timber which forth fine coverts for game. From this rock,
the pindadle of the' vound’ wotntain covered with snow, which we had scén 4
shoit distinée betow the forks of the Columbia, and which we had called the
Palls of 'IMdtei wounthin, is sovth £3° west, and about thirty-seven miles dis-
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tomt. 'The face ot the country on both sides of the river above and helow the
Falls is steep, rugyed, and rocky, with a very small proportion of herbage, and
no timber, except a few bushes: the hills, however, to the west, have some
scattercd pine, white ouk and other kinds of trees.  All the timber used by ihe
PQ(')PIG at the upper Falls is rafted down the Towahnahiooks ; and those who
live at the head of the Narrows we have just passed, bring thewr wood in the
same way from this creek to the lower part of the Narrows, from which it is
carried three miles by land to their habitatiouns.

Both above and below, as well as in the Narrows, we saw a great number of
sca-otter or seals, and this evening one deer was killed, and great signs of that
animal seen near the camp. I the creek we shot a goose, and saw much
appearance of beaver, and one of the party also saw a fish, which he took to be
a drum-fish. Among the willows we found several snares, set by the natives for
the purpose of catching wolves.

Saturday, 26. The morning was fine: we sent six men to hunt and to
collect rosin to pitch the caunoes, which,' by being frequently hauled over rocks,
Lave become very leaky. The cargoes were also brought out to dry, and on
examination it was found that many of the articles had become spoiled by being
repeatedly wetted. We were occupred with the observations necessary to determine
our longitude, and with conferences among the Indians, many of whom cainc on
horseback to the opposite shore in the forepait of the day, and showed some
anxiety to cross over to us: we did not however think it proper to send for them,
but towards cvening two chiefs with fifteen men came over in a small canoe,
They proved to be the two principal chiefs of the tribes at and above the Falls,
who had been absent on a hunting excursion as we passed, their residence: each
of them on their arrival made us a present of deer’s fiesh, and small white cakes
made of roots. Being anxious to ingratiate ourselves in their favour so as to.
ensure a friendly reception on our return, we treated them with all the kinduess
we could show : we acknowledged the chiefs, gave a medal of the small size, &
red silk bandkerchief, an armband, a kuife, and a piece of paint 1o each chief,
and small presents to several of the party, and half a deer: these attentions wevg,

not lost on the Indians, who appeared very well pleased with them. , At mght
a fire was made in the middle of our camp, and as the Indians sat. round it oy
men danced to the music of the violin, which so delighted them that.several
resolved to remain with us all night ; the rest crossed the river. All the. tribes
in this neighbourhood are at war with the Snake Indians, whanuthey all deseribe
as living on the Towahnahiooks, and whese nearest town is said to be four days’
march from this place, and in a direction nearly south-west : there has lately



