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been a battle hf'tweeu these tribes, bnt we coplcl not ascertain the los's on either 
~de. The water rose to-day eight inches, a rise which we could only ascribe 
to the circumstance of the wind's having been up the river for the last twellty­
four hOUl'S, &iu-ce the influence of the tide cannot be sensible here on accoun~ of 
the flllls below. The lnmters returned in thc evening; they bad seen the tracks 
of elk and bear in the mountains, and killed five dee)', four very large grey 
squirrel"!, nnd a grouse: thpy inform us that the 'country off the river i~ broken, 

stony, and thinly timbered with pine and \\ hite oak. Be~ides these deJicacict> 
one of the men killed with a gig a salmoJl trout, which, being fried III som~ 

bear's oil, which had been given to UI.) by the chief whom we had lllet this morn­
ing below the ~arrows, furnIshed a dish of a V~l'j delightfnl flavolll'. A Humber 

of wlltte cranes Were abo seen fl,' iog ill dIfferent directum", but at such a height 
that we could lIot procllre any of them. 

The fica1>, with whom \\e had contracted an intimacy at 'he I1"alls, are so 
ullwilliug'to leave us, that the men are obliged to throw off all their cl0thes, ill 
order to relipve themselves from their pCl'seclItion. 

Smulay, 2i, 'fhe wind was high from the weJiltward during IU1>t night and 
thl<; mornmg, hut the weather bein~ fair we continued our celestial observations. 
'l'he two chief~ who remained with ns, were joined by seven indiam, who came 
in a canoe from below. To these men we were ,-cry particular in our atten­
tions; we smoked and ate with them; Lut some of them, who were tempted by 
the sight of our goods cxposetl to (lry, wi.,hcd to take hbertie., with thclIl; to 

which we wer'e under the necessity of putting an immet1iate check: tbis l'e. 

straiut displf'ftsed them so much, that they rctumed uown the ri,'cl' in a very ill 
\mnonr. 'I'lle two chieffi however remained with us till the eveuiug, when they 
Crossed the riv-er to their party. Beft)l'e they went we pt'ocurecl from thClll a 

v-ocabulat'Y of the ~cheloot, their native lauguag'c, and on comparison were SUf­

prisetl at its difie.'eucc from that of the. Enet'shul' tongue. In fact, althollg'h 
iJ'te Echeloou;, who Jin~ at the Great Narrows, are not more than six miles li'om 
the EReeshurs or l'esiuent"l ut and above the Great :fi'al1s, the two people arc se. 
parated by 9.. broad distinction of langlJage. '1'he Eneeilhul's are understood by . 
all the ttibt's residing 011 the ColuUlbi~ abovc the Falls; but at that place thcy 
meet· with the tmiiltelligible language of the Echeloots, which then descends the 
ft"~r' to e. cOl\siderable distllllcc. Yet the variation may possibly .he radler n.~ 
deep $hade of. dialed than a radical difference, since among both many words 
ate I the 'same, SDd'1Jse jde"!ity cannot lJe accuunted fOl' by supposing that their 
nei,hbourhood' bas interwoven them into their aaHy conversations, because the 

same weNiJ WtCl eq~aIy'familiar among all tilt Flatbead bands which we:have', 
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paaed. T& ... n these tribes too th!3 lIItrangt't clttcking .,1' gttttntat no~~ wlilch 
tlFSt strllck us is common. They al~o flattell the head~ of the children in nea'}'}Y 
the same mlinnet' but we now becrin to observ6 that the hearts of tho m~tle8, a~ , ~ 

"e],l as of the other sex, are subjected to this operation, whcl>eas among the 
mountains custom has confined it almost to the females, The hnrrters brought 
home four deer, 00(> grollse, and a iiqnirrel. 

l\londay, 2~, 'l'lte morning \Vas again cool and windy, Ha~illg' dried our 

~oods, we "ere about setting ont, when three canoes came fl'om ahoH~ to visit 
us, and at the same time two others from helow nt'rived for til(' same pnrposf', 
Among these Jast was an Indian who wore his hair in a (plene, and had on a 

lound hnt, and a sailor's jacket, which he said he had oJ,taiued from the people 
below the gTeat rapids, who bonght them from the whites, 'l'lIlS interview de­

tained us -till nine o'clock, when we proceeded down the rirer, which is now 
hordt>red with cli~\ of loose dark-co\onr:d rorks about ninety feet high, with 0. 

thm covering of pine and othe!: small tree~. At the distance of four mile~ we 
reacher! n small villnge of eight hOllses under some h1gh rocks on the right, 
with a small creek on the opposite side of the river, 'Ve landed and found the 

houses similar to tlJOse we had seen at the Great Narrows: on entering one of 

them we saw a Bt'itish mnsket, a cuthlSS, and several bras!! tea-kettles, of which 
they seemed to be very fOlld. Th€t"e were figures of men, birds, and difterent 
animals, which wCl'e cut and painted on the boards which form the sides of the 
room, nnd though the workmanship of these uncouth figures was very rougb, 
they were as highly esteemed by the Indians as the finest frescoes of mare civi" 
Hzed people, This trine is called the ChiUuckitteqnaw, and thei',. Janguag~, 
although SQmewhat dift'ereRt from, that of the Echetoots, has many of the sa'Mt. 

words, and is snlfiC'iently intf'lligible to the neig-hbom'jog Indians, We pPO­
cured from them a vocabulary, and then after btl) ing five t-m-aH dog's, some dried 
herrier., and a white bread or cake made of roots t we left theM, The wind 
howe-vet Mse 90 hig-h, th~t we were ohliged, after going' one milo, to land on t}~ 
left siJI::, opposite to a .. o(~ky islan8, and pass the day they-t'o We fo"tned onr 
camp in a nlcbe above n point of high rocks, and as it \tu the only safe barlit)tW. 
we c()nld find, submitted to the inconveni~9€e 01 lying ~n the !'iftOO, e,,~d te 
the wind and rain during all the evening. 'l'he high witr4J, whidl oMfgetI tis ~ 
'~OI~ult the .safe~ ef ow; hoat.~ by not venturing further, d,d net at aU tJret~fiC~ 
the Indians frOID RaYigating the riveT. We had nf1t been ten~ 6n' ~(jre~ ~ 
a canoe, with 1\ man, 14is wife, and two childtefl came "'~m."6~ thfobt'!lO'IJtW , 0 

high Wa\'6S with a fcnv 1'99JS to sell; and ~on after we~ "islfett OY'ft\'8ft1 
Indians f~om the viU*g"G ftoye. with Wh.M we ~ed ~ tJN,eHNI, . ''PM 

1 
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f!"~ _d J>y tllt~ people 8r.e lib tJwse aJrtady descrmed, imilt 01 white cedar 
til' pine, very light, wide in the middle, and .tapering towards the ends. the bow 
lIIeing J'~~eu anq prn~euted wiLl. carvings of tbe heads of animals. As the 
canoe it' the v~hjcle of transportation, the Indians have acql1iI;'ed great dcxte~ity 
i~l ~ management of it, and guide it safely over the bighest waves. They 
have RtUQUg their utensils bowls and baskets very neatly made of small bark 
nnd grass, in which th.ey J,oii their prOl'isions. The only game seen to-day were 
two deer, of which only oue was killed, the other was wounded but escaped. 

'11ue:?tl~y, 2H. The morning' was still cloudy, and the wind from the west, 
but as it bad abated its violellce, we set out at da,ylight. At the distance 0( four 
miles "l'a pas!'ed a creek on the right, oue mile below which is a village of s~ven 
houses on t\)e same side. 'filis is the residence of the principal chief of the 
C.wJIQckitteqna W llatiOlJ, whom we now found to be the same between whom 
and 0\11' two obiefs we Iwd made a pp.a<:e at the Echeloot villag-e. He l'eeeived 
liS "\'ery kiudly; and Stt before us pounded ish, filberts, nuts, the ber-riel': of the 
&~lIl;$ij"1 and white bread ,.uade of 1'0018. \Ve gave in return a bracelet of ri. 
ba'l1d t.o oCliloh of thu women of tJIC flowe, with which tbey were very much pleased. 
r1'1u~ 6:biJ had several al'ticl$, slIlCb ali searlet and blue cloth, a sword, a. jneket 
-.ad ltat, w~ioh must have beea procurued from the whites, and on one side of the 
rooru were two 'Wide spJj.t boal'ds plaoed together, so as to make space for a rude 
figure of a Luau cut and puiatecj ou them. On pointing to this and asking them 
wo'" it mean.t, he saUl something, of \1,hich aU we understood was" good," and 
~ ,stepped.to the image aad brought out his bo".v nnd quiver, which, with some 
etMa.-. lII',arJik.e jpstrumeMs, wet" kept behind it. The chief then dirEcted his 
~ to .band aim blfol mediciRe .. bag f from which he brought out fourtf'en fore-· 
_gar.~\~hicb be.told Ui ha4 .once belonged to the same number of his enemit~; 
_:hom .he.Il~,k.iMed in fighting wid} the nations to the S6uth-east, to which place 
~.pGi.d, ~4iing.DO ,doubt.to the 8nake InWafts, the COIDlnon enemy of the 
~. OQ,ibe·Colambia. 1'lJis bag is about two feet in length, containing 
r~,!poqadecl.irt, "c. 'Whioh .the latiiaui only k.now bow to appreciate. It is 
~.. i. \UJe ll1~dle of the lodge, and it is supposed to he a Ilpecies of 
sa.c1lilege.o ~.toodletl by any bat :the owner. It is an object of religious fearp 

a.ad ~ is,~ ... i&R'dity the safest place to deposit their medals and their more 
¥l,,** _aIM.., '1'00 I·odjalld ha.ve likewise small bagt' which th~y presel'V'e 
~ tbeir great med,icme..ba.g, fl'om whence they are taken and worn around: their 
1Pl~ ...... 6~~ against &By real or imaginary evils. 'F~8 was the 
~~~av __ o~ the l-rwiit.osto, carry (rom tbeAi~ld auy othertropby 
.. ' .... ~ 1_ 1'~ were .0_& WIth . .great ex.ultation~ .. ami, aftler an 
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·barangtle which we were left to prtMume was in praise of his E'xploit8, the 6n'gel'!ll 
were cal'efuHy r~placed among th~) valuable contents of the red m~d;cille-b:lq'. 

This village being part ofthe same nation with the village we passed above, th~ 
-Ia~~111age of the two is the !>arne, and their hOllSf>S of similar form and materilLfs, 
and clI.leulated to contain abont thirty souls. The inhabitants were unusually 
hospitable and g-ood humoured, so that we gave to the place the name Qf the 
Fl·iendly \ iIlag-e. \Ve breakfasted here, and after purchasing twehe dogs, foul' 
sacks of fish, and a few dried berries, proceeded on our jOl1l"ney. The hills a~ 
we passed are high with !'Jteep and rocky sides. and .. orne pine :md white oak. 
and an undergrowth of ~hrllhs scattered OVt'r them. li'onr miles below thiH 
'"illage is a small river on the .right side; immediately below is a vilh\g-e of 
(jhiUuckittequaws, consisting of ele\'en hOllses. Her'c we landed and smoked a 
pipe with the inhabitants, who were very cheerful and friendly. 'I'hey as well 
as the peol)le of flhe last village inform liS, that this fiver comes a considerable 
distance from the N. N. E. that it has a great number of falls, which prevent the 
salmon from passing op, and that there are ten nations residing on it who subsist 
on berries. 01' snch game as they ean procure with their bows and arrows. At 
its mouth the riYer is sixty yal'ds wide, Ilnd has a deep and very rapid chan­
nel. From the number of hIls of which the Indians spoke, we gave it the 
name of Cataract river. \,,"c purchased foor <logs, and then proceeded. The 
country as we advance is more rocky and hroken, and .the pine and low wbite9Bk 
on the bills increase in great quantity. ~'bree miles below Cataract ri~ we 
passed three large rocks in the ri ver; that in the middle is lar~f'r and longer 
than the rest, and from the cirt:!umstance of its having several square vaults on 
it, obtained the name of Sepulcbl'e island. .A short tlistance below are two hots ... 
of Indians on the right: the rivet' now widens, and in three mileH we ca.me to 
two more hou.~s on the right; one mile heyond which is a .. ocky island in a 
bend of the river towards the left. Within the next six miles we pUicd leone. 
huts of Indians, scattered on the right hank, and th~n reached the entranee of.a 
river on the ieft, which we called Labieshe's river, after Lu.bieshe one of our 
party. .Just ahovc this river is a low ground more thICkly timbered than lIIMJ&i, 
.00. in front are four huts of Indians on the bank, which. aN the 6. we 1Kwe: 
seen on that side of the Columbia. The exception may be occasieaeet, DJ tm. 
~t's being- more than usually protected from the approach ef \heir ....... P~ 
the creek, and the thick wood behind. 

'Ve again e~ba .. ked, and at the d~ee of a mile pattM, ......... "'. 
rapid creek op the right eighteen yards wide; iD tbis CJle~ ~ .... 
we left ~e their nilh.t aud frQDl _the n\UUbu Qf oaaoes. .~\ ....... ~ .. 
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callei it Canoe creek. Opposite to this crek IS a large sand.bar, Winch COll­

tinues for four miles along the left side of te rIver. Just below this a beautiful 
cascade falls in on the left over a precipice of rock one hundred feet in height. 
One mile further al'e four Indian buts in the low ground OIl the left: and. two 
mileN below this a Jloint of 1a.f1ld on the right, where the mountains become higH 
on both sides, and possess more timber and greater varieties of it than hitherto~ 
and those on the left are covered with snow. One mile from this point Wf' 

halted for the night at three Indian hutt on tbe right, having made thirty-two 
miles. On out' first arrival they seemed surprised, but not alarmed at our ap­
pearance, Bnd we soon became intimate by means of smoking, and our favourite 
entertainment for the Indians, the viohn. They gave us (mit, some roots, and 
root .. bread, and We' purchased from them three dogs. The bouse., of these peo­
ple are similar to those of the Indians aboye, and their language- the same: 
t heir dress also, consisting of Tohes or skins of wolves, ueer,.elk, and wild-ca.t, 
IS nearl'y after the same model: theil' hair i~ worn in plaits down cad; shoulder, 
..dIci rOl'lad their neck is put a. strip of ~ome 6km with the tail of the animal hang­
ing down over the breast: lik.~ the Indians aboye dtey are fond of otter skin&, 
and give a great price for them. We here saw the skin of a mountain sheep, 
\vhidb they sa.y live among the rocks in the mountains: the skin was co"-ere J 
with white hail', the wool long, thick, and coarse, with long coaNe hair on the 
top of the neck, and the back resembling somewhat the bristle..~ of a goat. 1m­
m.edia.tely behind the village is a pond, in '\Ihich were great numbers of smatt 
SWim. 

\Vednesday, 30. A moderate rain fell during allla<¢ night, but the morning 
". cool, and after takjng 0. scanty breakfast of deer, we proceeded. The river -is now about three quarters of a mile wide, with a cnrrent liO gentie, that it 
does not~x.ceed 0fJe- mile and a half an hour; but its course is obstructed by the 
projeetioo of large rocks, which seemed to have fallen promiscu0U81y from the 
Il'JOtUltaM$,mto tlte heel of the river. On the left side fonr differellt streams of 
"'titer empty theml81~ in cascades from the hills: what is, however, most sin­
ptar is, tim, theta aM Htumps of pine trees scattered to some distance in the 
rift!' •. whiY'has the appearaDce of being dammed. below, ahd forced to encroaeli 
ott tbe'sIIor!tr tII.a obstructions eOtltinlle till at the distance of twelve milb9, -w.fIeIll"'~to-"8'" mouth of a ri-ver on the rigbt; where We laDite~: we found 
it sig, yatds ~def and ita beaks I)I)SBeSS tW& kinds of timber which we had not 

Iri ....... '-....r ='.'-" latge 'I!Jecies of ash; the other .... ",lJIlng in il8 
~ thir""" "but.e tree itself, as also the }eaves, mod smaller. . W & eaBed 
tit. ~~ , . f, Tit., ,.fIIer Cnlsatte. I.he of otlr fften: oppotrite to its 

3c 
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mouth the Columbia widens to the ~istance of a mile, with a large sandbar. and 
large stones and rocks scattered t~rough the channel. We he~ saw sevend 
of the large buzzards, which are of the size of the targest eagle, with the node, 
part..: of their wings white: we also shot a deer and three dacks; on part of 
which we dined, and then continued down the Columbia. Ahove Crusatte's 
river the low grounds are about three quarters of a mile wide, rising gradually 
to the hills, and with a rich soil co\,cred with grass, fern, and other small un­
dergrowth; but below, the country rises \Vith a steep ascent, and soon the 
mountains approach to the river with steep rugged sirles, covered with B vel'Y 
thick growth of pine, cedar, cottonwood, and oak. The river is still strewed 
with large rocks. Two and a half miles below Cmsatte's river is a large creek 
on the right, with a small island in the mouth. JU!!t belo", this creek we 
passed alollg the right side of three small islands on the right bank of the 
rIver, with a larger island on the oppositl side, and landed on an island very 
near the rig·ltt shore at the head of the great shoot, and opposite to tW() smaller 
islands at the fall 01' shoot itself. .Just above the island on which we were 
encamped is a small villa,. of eight large houses in a bend on the right. where 
the country, from having been very mountainous, becomes low for a short dis­
tance. We had made fifteen miles to-day, during all which time we were kept 
con~tal1t1y wet \\ ith the rain; but as we were able to get on this island SOUle of 
the ash which we saw for the first tjmc to-day, and which makes a tolerable 
lire, we were as comfortable as the moistness of the evening woul.d permit. As 
'won as we landed, captain Lewis went with five men to the 'Village, whieh i,. 
!>ituated near the river, with ponds in the low groun(ls behind. The greater part 
of the inhabitants were ablJent collecting roots down the river: the few, hew .. 
f'ver, who were at home, treated him very kindly, and gave him herr .. , Duts:­
and fish; aud in the house were a gun and several articles whit-h must.laave 
been procured from the whites; )tut not being able to proem-e Rny jpfo.rmatloo 
be returnfld to the island. Captain Clarke had in the ~ft.tltime pe'dowa to 
examine the shoot, and to discover the best roote for a pertage. He fulio.cd. 
an Indian path, which, at the distance of a mile, led k 8. .mage.oR !all .elnallid 
s~ionf the houses of which had been large, but trQil\ in a -dil'erent fora'fNm: 

l. r l 
any we had yet seen, but which had been lately abandoned. the greater Ipart 
of the boa.rd~ being put into a pOlld near the village: this ~ taoft.probablJl 
for the purpose .of dl'Owuing the fleas, which were iii immense q __ tities ueu iIJe 
houses. .After golDg about three miles the night oblig«l·h.i .. ~ t.o dUrIjl: 
h~ ~med hu tioMrcb in the morning. 

Thursday, 31st, through the t6l. At the e~y of tlwJ btl'll.,'! •• ioll 
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a~d bes~d~ these were several ~ ima,. of ruen. SO~ of them so old and. 
decayed as to have almost lost thei, shape,.which were all pl:J.ced agait • .st tb.Q' 
sides of the \'aults. These images, a. weU,fS tooie in the bouse;i ~'e have lat~)y 
seen, do not appear to be at all the objects of adoration: in this place they [were 
mosf probably inttmded as resemblances of those whose dece4\~ tbey iuw(!ate; 
and when we ohserve them ill houses, they occupy th~ m08t oouspicuQUf, p~tt ; 
hut are treated more like ornamenh than object~ of worship. Near the vaultlS 
whit'-h are standing, are the remains of others 011 the gTOllud, completely rotted 
and covered with moss; and as they are formed of the most dural.>k i' ille ~d cf'(h-~r 
timber, there is every appearam,:e, that for a very 10l!g Belies of yea!")! this retired 
spot has heen the depository for the Indians near this place. After eXfU$lining 
this place captain Clarke went on, and found the river as before st1;ewed with 
large rocks) against which the water ran with great rapidity. Just below the 
"anlts the monntai]l, which i!> but low on tlfe right side, leaves the river, and is 
succeeded by an open stony le\'el, which extends down tbe river, while on tli(' 
left the mountain is still high and rugged. .At two mile/J cjista.Il()~ ~e G~e to a 
village of four houses, wJtjoh were now va.cant and the doors bart'ed up j 0'11 

looking in he saw the usual quantit)' of utensil!. shU rema.,illing, frOlu which he 
concluded that the inhabitants were at no great disu.,nce collecting l'oot" or 
hunting, in order to lay in their supply of food for the winter: he left tlJ,Cl,n and 
'WeBt on three miles to a difficult rocky rapid, which was t~ IOl\t in v.iew, Here 
on the right, are the remains of a large and ancient village, which coul<l PC 

plainly traced by the holes for the house.'I. and the ~e{Jo~it$ ~or ni~. fl.(t~r.!h." 
had e:s.amined these rapids, and the ~~bbouring OQuntl-y, he ret\l,rn~ ~~ c~1RP 
by the fi8,Dle route: the on~Y game, ~ ha~ obtained was ~ st\1l~4ijl ~f.tme. 

In the JJleantime we had been occnpied in pre~rationR for making th~ PQrt",~ 
and in conference with the I~di~s, who ca81e down froUl the viUage tp "isi~ 
us. Towards evenibg '1fo C~8 arrived) (rom th~ viUng.c f\t tlte n10tlth of 
Ca~ct river, loadefi with fish an. ~ani frease, for the ~a,rkt!t,J"ej"w; ,as 1')911 
88 they laaded they unloaded the canoes, turned,them ~pti4e .down OD t!)~ beach; , . 
and e~aq>ed under a shelving rock near our CQl~ )Ye bad un ()ppo~~u~~, 
o~~n.g to-day the hardihood of the Indians of the:~iwbb9urifl!f ,yilJflBe: pue 
of the ~n,bot a. goose, which fell into the river, and 'Wta$ ftoaling l·~y)~~nv.rd, 
dfe gr~!t ,.hoot, when an Indian obsevving it plJW8'ed. .)1 I;I.ft~ .it;. th~ I y<qpl~, 
JnQSS of the ;Vaters of the Columbia, just preparin8' flo d,.£end j~ ~,roY' Gh~.e).. 
earri~.tbe .~M "~a with greatrapjdity; tbe.I~iall ~~j.t ~lesN~, 
to W,Jf!llln on, ~ and fifty feet of th~ r~~, w.ere-!4~ 't!d (~Vi~lJ 
aave been dashed to pieces; but teizing his prey he turned r and swam 



ashore with grea.t composure. We very Ft1tingly relinquished OUT right tel 
the bird in favour of tbe Indian who liad t'08 saved it at the imminent hazard 
0'( his life: he immediately set to work, and picked off about half the feathers, 
alld then without opening it ran a stick through it, and cal'ried It off to ~, 

'1-i"1day, November 1, 1805. 'rhe morning was cool and th"e wind high from 

the 1wlth·cast. 'fhe rndians who arrived last night, took their empty canoes 
(')n their shoulders 8nd carried them below the great shoot, where they put 
them ill the water and brought them down the rapid, till at the distance of two 

and a half mile') they stopped to take in their loading, which they had been 
afraid to trust in the lust rapid, and had therefore carried by land frolD the 
bead of the "hoot. 

After tlleir exaUlplc we carried our small canoe, and all the baggage aero" 
the slippery rocks to the foot of the shoot. The (om' large canoes were nut 
brought down, by slipping them along poles, placed from on~ rock to another, 
and in some places by using partially streams which escaped along side of the 
river. 'Ve were not, however, able to bring them across without three of ~bem 
receiving injuries, which obliged us to stop at the end ofthe shoot to repair them. 
At this shoot we !:nw great numbers of ~ea-otters; but they are so shy that it is 
difficult to reach them with the musket: one of them that was wounded to-da.,. 
sLInk and was lost. Hlning by this portag-e avoided the rapid and shoot of foar 
hundred yards in length, we fe-embarked, passed at a mile and a half the bad 
rapid opposite to the old nllagc ('In the right, and making our way throngh tilt 
rocks, tJ4w the tlOuse just below th(· end of the portage; the eight vaults near it j' 
aad at the distance of four miles from the head of the shoot, reached b. high rock; 
~ich forms the upper part of an ililand near the left shore. Bt:t'Ween this isla.nd 
and the right shore we proceeded. leaving at the distance of a mile and !\ half, 
the viHage of four hOllses on our dght, and a mile and a half lower came to the 
bend of a rapid near the village on the right. Here we halted for the night, 
having wade only se~en miles from the head of the shoot. During the whole of 
tlri passage the river is very lUuch obstructed by J'Ocks. The island, which is about 
three tnilu long, reaches t9 the rapid which its lower extremity contributeS to 
fonn. Tl~ meridian altitode of to-day, gave us the latitude of 4So 44' 3" north. 

• 1 

As we pa.~ihJ .tbe viJIag1:! of four honses, we found that the inhabitants had re'" 
tdrn~d, aud stOpped to visit them. The houses are similar to those .already 00:­
scribed~1but tarp, from'thlrtY-Rye to fifty feet long', and thirty feet wide, being 
sulik'il\<~ ~"'"lhO\tt six feet, aad raised tlle IJamt height abcJve. Their 
~s'-ate 1'8.is.t 'tiput jOur feet and a haJf from the floor, and the uceat is ~y A, 



new painted ladder, with which e~ry family is provided, and under tl~e~l. are 
stored their dried n&h, while the spate between the part of the bed on whIch t'hey 
lie and the wall of the house is occupied by the nnts, roots, berries, 81\(1 oth~r 
prqvisions, which are spread on mats. The ilrt"pJace io; about f;jg,ht feet' long, 
and six feet wide. sunk a foot below the floor, secured by a frame, with mats 
placed around for the family to sit on. In all of the hOllses are images of men of 
different shapes, and placed as Ol'llamcllts in the parts of the house where they 
,are most seen. They gave us nnts, berries, aud some dried fish to eat, and we 
purchased, among other al,tides, a hat made after their own tash-, such as they 
wear, without a brim. 1'hey ask high pt'ices fol' aU that they sell, observing that 
the whites below pay dearly for all which they carry thp,re, We cannot learn 
precisely the nature of the trade carried on by the Indians with the inhabitants 
below. But as their knowledge of the whites seem~ to be very imperfe'Ct, and .. 
the only articles which they carry to market, such as pounded fish, bear-grease and 
roots, cannot be an object. of much foreign traffic. their intercourse appears to be 
an intermediate trade with the natives near the mouth of the Columbia; from 
them these people obtain in exchange for their fish, roots, and bear-grease, blue 
and white beads, copper tea-kettles, tn'a<;s arm-bands, some scarlet and blue 
l'obes, and a few 8l'tic1es of old European clothing', But their great object is to 
obtain beads, an article which holds the first placc in their ideas of relative 
value, and to procure whirh they will sacrifice their last article of clothing or tilt' 
last mouthful of food. Independently of their fondness for them as an ornament, 
theRe beads are the medium of trade, by which they obtain from the Indi~lls still 
higher up the river, robes, skins, chappelel bread, bear-grease, &c. Tllose 
Indians in turn, employ them to procure from the Indians in the Rocky mountaiUi, 
bear-grease, pachico, roots, robes, &c. 

These Indians are rather below the common size, with high cheek-bolles, 
their noses pierced, and in full dress ornamented with a tapering pif\C~ of white 
shell or wampum, about two inches long. Their eyes aI'e exceedino-lv sore and 

~ . 
weak, many of them have only a single eye, and some are perfectly blind; their 
teeth prematul'tly decayed, and in frequent instances, altogether worn away. 
Their general health, however, seems to be good, the only dj~rder we 
have remarked, being tumours in different parts of the body. The women 
-are small ~Id homely in tht::ir appearance, their legs aull thighs much swelled, 
and their knees rMlarkably large; deformities, which are no doubt owing 
to the manner in which they sit on their hams. Thef~ nearly naked, 
having only a piece of leather tied round the breast, falliltg -lthence, nea.rly 



as low as the waist; a small robe about three feet square, and a piece of 
leather, whi~h ill supplies the place of a cover, tied between their legs. 
Their hair is suffered to hang loose in every direction; and in their persons, 
as well as in their cookery, they are filthy to a most disgusting de-

• greet We here observe that the women universally have thei,. heads flattened, 
and in many of the villages, we have lately seen the female children undergo the 
operation. 
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CHAP. XX. 

FIRST APPIHRANCI. OF TIDE WATER Ir, THE COLU~lBIA Rn EH-DI·..,lRrPTlON OF THE 

QUICKSAND RtVE1t-SO;\IE ACCOUNT OF THlI: SKJLLOOT INlllANS-.rHI< PARTY l'A~il 

TIrE RIVER CoWEL15KE-50ME ACCOUNT OF THE WASHKIACUM INDIANS--ARlt!VAL ON -THB BOitDERS Of TUE PACIP[C-.P1SAGREEAnr.E AND CRITICAL '>rl'UATION OIl I'HL 

PAJtTY WHRN FIR.ST ENCAMPED--l:UEIR DI/)TRE~S OCCASWN ED BY TB. ... ~ INCBSSAloIT 

l'ORRENTS OF RAIN-EXPOSED t'OIt fHIRI'Y D.\\S TO THIS PRhNCHUiG D.I!:LIJOa., 

:DURING WHICH TIME THalR PRO\ ISloNS ARJo. SPOILED, AND MO:!tT OF THEIR 11V.~ 

A'RTICL!:! OF MERCHANDISB llEST1WYED-DISTR E5S or TUE PARTY--ADVENTUR,.;·-C!F 

S_ANNON AND HIS DANGER nO'!'l TilE WASHKIACUMS-DIFPlCUf.TY OF FINDING A 

PL4CE .UITAB1.E FOR A PERMANENT ENCAMP'mEN'F-YlSlTBD BY SEVERAL JIljDJAN~ 

or DIFFEa£IiT TJI.lBES. ON WHOM NUALS ARt: BJ)~TOWED. 

SArUIlDAY, November 2. WE now exauained the rapid below ..,re partlCtl· 
larly, and the danger appearing to be too gl'eat for the loaded canoes, all thoie 
who could not swim were sent with the baggage by land. 'I'he canoes then 
passed safely, and were reloadcQ.; at t.he foot of the rapid we took a meridialt 
altitude of 590 45' 45." Just as we were setting out se~ll sqU.'4WI IIN'rived ncress 
the portage loaded with dried filth and bear-greue, neatly packed in bundles~ aad. 
SOOIi. after four Indians came -down the rapid in a. large canoe. Aller breakfast­
ing we left Odf camp at one o'clock, passed the upper point of an tSl~ whieti 
is separated from the right shore by a narrow channeJ~ through which Ilt"higli 
tides the water passes. But at present it contains no l'wming water, and a 
cr~ which falls into it from the mountains on the tight, is ia ~ same drt' 
wndition, tb~g)a it has the marks of discharging immense torrent. at 8iOID61. • 
seasons. The is1and thus made is three miles in length, and about one in W'~; 
its situation is high and open, the land rich, and. at tbif tUne J!~red witl"n. 
ap~ a great number of strawberry 'ViAes, fro,!n which '\V~ :rve it the .JWIIUUof­
Str~wberry Llaad. II. several places we observed tha,-.,. ~i .. Jiadl __ ' 

2 
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digging for 'roots, and indeed the whole island bears every appearance of hav~ 
ing been at some period in a state of cultiv~tion. On the left side of the river 
the low ground is narrow and open: the rapid which we have just pa<;sed is the 
hlst of all the descents of the Columbia. At this place the first tide-w,ter 
commences, and the river in consequence widened immediately below the rapid. 
As we descended, we.eached at the di"tance of one mile from the rapid a creek 
under a bluff on the It''ft; at thl'ee miles is the lower point of Strawberry Island. 
To thi., immediately succeed three ~mall islands covered with wood; in the 
meadow to the right, and at some dj~tance from the hlBs, stand., a high perpen­
<liculal' rock, about eig'ht hnndred feet hi~h, and fonr hundred yards round the 
base; this we caUed the Beacon rock. Just below is an Indian village of nine 
house~, situated between two small creeks. 

At this village the river widens to nearly a nllie ill extent, the lolV grounds 
too become wider, and they as well as the mountains on each Side arp. covered 
with pine, spruce-pine, cottonwood, a species of ash, and some aIdel'. After 
being so long accustomed to the dreary nakedness of the country above, the 
change is as grateful to the eye, a~ it is useful.in supplying us with fuel. Four 
miles from the village is a point of land on tbe right, where the hills become 
lower, b~t are still thickly timbered. The river is now about two miles wide, 
the current smooth and gentle, and the effect of the tide hilS beeu sensible since 
leaving the rapid. Six miles lower is a rork rising from the middle of the river 
to the height of one hundred fpet, and about eighty yards at its base. We con­
tinued six miles further, and halted for the night under a high projecting rock 
on the left side of the river opposite the point of a large meadow. The mouo-' 
taiAS, which, froDl the great shoot to this place, arc high, rugged, and thickly 
rove red with timber, chiefly of the pine species, here leave the river 011 each 
side; the flfer beOODleS two and a half miles in width, and the low grounds are' 
e:r.tenai,,~ and well supplied with wood. The Indiam, whom we left at the 
port.a.ge,paS8ed'\1s, Oft tbeir way down the river, and seven others who were 
~'in a canOO for the pnrpose of trading below, encamped with us. 
We had lIftICle from the foot of the gt'f'at shoot twenty-nine miles to-day. The 
ebh4id(> 10 •• 'tt'om· camp about nine inches, the flood must rise much higber. 
W-. ._ g..eat numbers of water-fowl, sueh as swan, geese, docks of vntious 
kintbr, !'Jlk, 'pkwer; and the wlHte and grey brant, of which last we ki1t~d-' 
eightletlhr 

.' .... y; 3. .We ~ det~irled on til teu o'clock by a fog so thick that i tuan 
"&11df1Mlt iM!t di~ed .... the distance of fifty steps. As soon a'S it cleared oft'" 
we_t __ .pnit.itlt- OW' new Indian acquaintaeces, 9bo tame from'a 
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villawe 1l~e.t the great Falls. The low groWlds aloll&, the rh'er ..,e coveJ;ed ~ 
~ickly wIth rushes, vines, and Otnel' small grQwth, that they are almo~ im­
paf.isahle. At the. distance of three miles we reached the mouth Qf a. river OD. 

~be left, wh~h seemed to lose its wateJ;s in a 1U18<lliar opposite; the stream it!lelf 
btiilg ouly a few inches in depth. But OD. attempting to wooe across, we dis­
cQvered that the bed was a very bad quicksand, too dee)? to be PflSscd on foot. 
We went up a mile and a half to examiue this river, and found it to be at this 
di,'Itance a very considerable ~treaIll Qnc hundred ana twenty yards wide at. its 
narrowest part, with several snuill islauds. Its cbamctcr rcseulblell very much 
that of the river Platte. It drives its quicksand over the low groul1dti with great 
impetuo~ity. and such is the quantity 06 coarse sand which it discharges, that the 
accumulation has formed a large sandbar or island, three wilei long~ al,ld a mile 
and a. balf..wide, which divides the waters of the Quicksand riv€r intO'two channels. 
l'his saud Island conlpl'e~itt!s tbe Columbia ""jthin a space of h~f a mile, and throws 
its waole current a.gair~t the right shQre. Oppomte to this river, which we call Quick­
sand river, is a large creek to which we g'av.e the name of Seal river. The fir~ ap": 
pears. to pabS through the low COl\lltry, at the foot of the high range of Dlountains 
towards the south-ca~t, while the second, as well as all the large creeks 011 the 
right side of the Columbia, rises in tb~ same ridge of mountains N. N. E. from 
this place. The mountain, which. we have supposed to lJe the mount Hoorl of 
Vancouver" bcar~ S. 8S E. about forty-seven miles {roul the inouth of the Quick­
sand river. After dinner we proceeded,. and at the distance of three miles reached 
th~ lower mouth of Quicksa.nd river. On the oDposite side a'large creek falls in 
near the head of an island, which extends for tbree miles and II half {}own the 
river; it is a mile and a half in. widt.u, rocky at the upper end, has some timber 
round its borders, but in tht: middle is open and. has ~vcral ponds. Half a milt! 
lower is another il)land in the middle of the river, to which from its appearance 
we gal e the name of Diampnd i~la~d. I:lere we met Qft~en Indians ascending 
the river in two C1Uloes, but the only information we cquld procUJ'e from thefIl. 
was, that thej hrul seen three ve~el~, which we preSllln~ to be Europtlatl, at the 
Jlloutb of thc Columbia. We wellt along its right side for three miles, and en· 
camped opposite to it, after m&~ing to~4ay thi~en miles. A canoe soon after 
arrived from the village at the foot of tb~ last rapjd, with an IndiAn 3Jld hi. 
family, copsisting of a wife, ~ree ~hildren, and a woman who. had boo,n taken 
prisoner {rofn the Snake Indians, living oq a river from tfle south, which we 
afterwards found to be the :M:ultnoq:m~. Sacaj,awea. was im,wediAt,dy introdup6<l 
1&, her, in hope1J that being a Spa~e< ItUiian. al~, t~~y~,migbt uuder~~an,tl eaoh 
otl)e~, but their ~iuag~ was, ~Qt, ~Q1ij.c;ieptll iu~e~~g~ble. ~ P.e.fDlit *'b~qtt9 
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'tonT'erse together. The Indiafl had a gun with a brass ba1'rel 'And (mck, .. bit. 
he appeared to value very highly. . 

Below ~uicksa:nd rIver the country ig low, ricb, and thickly 'Wooded on each 
aide of the river: the island'! have leltS timber, but nre fnrnished with a numlter of 
ponds near ~hich are vast quantities of fowls, such as swan, geese, bra~t",. 
~ranes, storks, white 'gulls, cormorants and plover. The river is wide, and COb­

tains a great number of sea otters. 
In the evening the bunters brought in game for a sumptuous supper, 

which we shared· with the Indians, both pal1ies of whom spent the night 
with us. 

Monday, 4. The weather was cloudy and cool, and the wind from tIle west. 
J;luring the night, the tide rose eighteen inches ncar our camp. We set out about 
eight o'clock, and at the distance of three miles came to the lower end of 
Diamond island. It is six miles long, nearly three in width, 4lnd like the other 
islands, thinly cover('d with timber, and has a number of' ponds or small lakes 
icattered over its surface. Besides the animals already mentioned wo shot a 
deer on it this morning. Near the end of ~iamond island are two othel"l, 
separated by a narrow channel filled at high tides only, which continue on the 
right for the distance of three mites, and like the adjacent 10w g'rounds, are 
thickl,y cQvered with pine. Just below the last, we lunded on the left bank tJt 
the river, at a village Qf twenty-five houses; all of these were thatched with 

, straw, and built of Lark, except oue which was about fifty feet long, built of 
boards iu the form of those higher up the rivf>l', from which it differed however, 
ill .being completely above ground, and covered with broad split boards; this 
rillage contains about two hundt'cd men of the 8kittoot nation, who seem "'ell 
pr~vided with canoe~, of which there were at least fifty-two, and some Ijf then, 
very large, drawn up in front of the -v ilta ge. On landing we fotlrrd the Indihn 
(rolu above, who lIad left us this morning, and who nOw invited us into a lodge 
of which he appenred to own a part. l-Iere he treated us with a root, rollnd ill 
shape, and about the siz.e of a small Irish potatoe, which they tull wappatoo, it 
is the common arrowhead or sagittifoJia, so much cultinted by the Chill"CSt', turd 
whell l'oa~ted itl the emberir till it become'! soft, has a.n agreeable taste, and is 
a ve~y good sl\bstitute fo), bread. After purehasing some mOre' of tlris root. tfe 
resu~ed our journay, and at seven miles distance came to the head of a IM~e 
isiand Ilear t'he lt~ff. On tbe right shore is a tine open prairie for about a ftril~, 
hi\c){ of which ilie ~'ountry rises. abd is supplied with timber, sndJ. as white oai, 
ll'i'n~ otaiiter~nt kinds, wild crab, and several species ohtndergrowth-, whfle a}Qsg" 
tti€' 't,oTde~s: of; the river, ttiere art' onty It few euttcmwo01f tttld~m tt'etSo I" ~ 
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prairie were also sIgns of '<leer and elk. When we landed for dinner, ft, llJl,~~~ 
of Indians from the la~t village, came down for the purpose, as we SUPP?sed, of 
paying \1S a friendly vi&i1, as they hacl pnt on their favourite dre&'H:s.. In a~d~tion 
to their usual covering they had scarlet and blue blankets, !iado/'s' jackets aO{~ 
tl'owsel'8, shirts and hat&. They had all of tluom either war axes, sl?ellrs ~d l>fw 
arrows, or muskets and pistols, with tm powder 69.!;k~. 'Ve brooked with th~m 
and endeavoured to bhow them every attentwn, hut we soon found them very' 
assuming and thsagrcf!ablc companions. While we were eating ~hey btol~ the 
pipe wIth which they were smokmg, aorl the great coat of one of the me,n, W? 
immediately beal'ched them all, and discovered. the coat stuffed under the root o,f 
a tree near where they were sitting; but the pipe we could not recover. Finding 
us determined 110t to suffer any imposition, and di!tcontented with them, they 
showed th~lr di!tpleasul'e 10 the only way which they dared, by returniug in an ill 
humour to their village. We then pro~eded and soon met two canoos with 
twelve men of tb~ same Skllloot.JllJtion, wbo were on their way from below. 
The larger of the canoes wab ornamented with the figure of a bear in the bow: , . 
and l\ man in the stern, both llearly us large aa life, both made of painted wood, 
and very neatly fixed to the boat. In th(, i-oame canoe were two Indians finely 
dressed, and with round hats. rrhis circumstance induced us to give the name 
of Image-canoe to the large Island. the lower end of wluch we now pas~d at 
the di~tance of nllle miles from Its head. 'Ye had seen tWQ smaller islands to . / 

tae right, and three more near it~ lower extt'conty, rrhe Indian ... in the ca.noe 
here made signs that ther'e was a village behind those ~lands, 'and indeed w~ 
presumed there waf) a channel on that side of the river, for one of the ~aD~~ 
passed in that direction between the small islands, b~t we we.re ~~lxiou!'t to ~~esS 
forward, and therefore did not stop to exawine more ,minut,yly, T\lC ri~er, w¥ 
now about a mile and a half ill width, with a gentle current, the bottoms ex.· 

\ tU; J 

f.e;Il.8i\"e and low, but Dot subject to be overflQwed. , Thr~ mil~8 below tb~ 
I ! I. ~ ), 

lppIge capoe island we came to four large hou~s pn the left .;i.de, at which p!ac~ 
w~ had a fun "{iew of the mountain which we first saw on the lHtJl of Octq~r.~~, 
f(om the Musc~sheJl rapid. and whlCh we no" find to be the mOl1~t) ~t, nel~~ 
oi Vancou v-er. It bears north 2ft east, about ninety miles ~ist~n t i. ,t r~se#i lP 
theJorm of a sug'ar-Ioaf to a very great height, and is covered ,wi~b snow, A 

4 Ii d t 11 J 1 f J ~ .. ~ 

iu~ lo~er we passed a single house on tl~e left, an~ ~no~ber.pt;',.~be Ifjg~t'!ljI,r~, 
Indians had DOW learnt so much of us, that their c~~~osity ~~ ~i~hp~~\~py milfi 
tare of fear, a.nd their visits became very ire<J,,,ent. ~n~\..,{)ubl~~me: 11;~t\,~m: 
fore continued. on till after night, in ~()pes ~f .~ett'n" rii.:lJ ;~heJr j J but .,ltrr 
EaawU.1g a village on ev.~ .!fide, w~ich OD ~cOl\Ilt 9£ th~ l~t~:n,e~,. of~he. how. 'Nf; 
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saw inaistinctty, w~ found there was no escapjng from their importunities. We 
t11erefo'r~ landed at'the distance of seven mile~ ;beIow Image-canoe island, and 
ericamped ncar a single house on the right, having made during the day twenty~ 
ui'nf' miles. 

The -8k:illoots whom we pas~ed to-day, speak a language somewhat different 
from that of the Echeloots or Chillllckittequaws near the Long Narrows. Their 
dress 1114 similar, except that the Skilloots possess more articles procured from 
the white traders; and there is a further difference between them; inasmuch as 
the SkiJIoots, botl. males and femal<'s, have the head flattened. 1'heir principal 
food is fish, and wappatoo roots, and some elk and d£'er, in killing which with 
theil" arroW's, they seem very expert, for during the ahort til11e we remained at 
the village three deer were brought in. We aIHO observed there a tame brail'o. 

As <joon as we landed w(' were visited by two canoes loaded ,vit" Indians~ 
from whom- we purchas(>d a few roots. The grounds along the river ('ontinue 
low and rich, and amrmg the shmbs which cover them is a large quantity of 
vines resembling' the rasphel·ry. On the rll:ht the low grounds are term!nated 
at the distance of five miles by a range of high hills cover.ed with taU timber, 
and running sonth-east and north-west. The game, as usual, velY abundant; 
and among other Lirds we observe SOme white geese with a part of dleir wings 
black. 

'l'uesday,.J. Our choice of a camp had been very unfortunate; for on a 
sand island opposite to Us welC immense numbers of geese, swan-ducks, and 
other \\ild fnw1, who, during the whole night1 seren'aded us with a confusion of 
nOises which completely prevented olJr sleeping. Undue- the latter part of the 
n1gbt it rained" and we therefore willingly left our encampment at an early bout'. 
We passed at three miles a small prairie, where the river is only three quarters 
of a miTe to width, an (I soon after two 1louses on the left, half a mile distant 
from each' other; fmID' one of which three men came in a canoe merely to look 
at '1i~, and'llaying done So returned h~e. At eight miles we came to the lowell 
poii~t' ot ~!1 ista~dt ~ep8.rated from the right side by a narrow channel, on which, 
a SOO'i.t dli4.ahce above the end ot the island, is situated a large v-i11age: it is 
~iIt·i:tlotet~JWpact)y lhan the generality of the Indian villages, and the front 
nas foh~en 'hoUtes, which are ranged for a qUinter of a mile along the channel., 
~ Joon :ak~e ~re discovered, seven canoes came out to see Ui, and after sottte 
ttiHib, '~brlHg'#h'icll they seemed well-disposed and orderly, accompanied U8'~ 
sliJrf dis\~nceJ~t(),t, ~ J. Tlie rif'er bere again wid-ens to the space of a mile anti 
i ~!ft:tj .~ lW~ ~e~nd~ 'we 'sooq obServed, behind a sbarp point of rocRs, a 
cmlo!Jt~\aqMU'\~:\-'f$'iDile·wide,.w1liCh we suppose lXlust ~e tbe)i>n. taken btthei 
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aft.aoes yaterday IOn leaviftg Im.ge-canoe island. A mile below the chanfle) 
ore spme low cliffs of rocks, near which is a large island on the ris-ht side, and 
two small islnnw. a little further on. Here we met two r.anoe~ nscem}ing the 
river. At this place the shore 011 the right be('omt:'~ hold and rocky, nnd the 
bank. is bordered by a I'unge of high hills covered with a thick growth of pine: 
on the other side is an extensive low island, separated fl'om the left .iJe by a 
narrow ohannel. Here \Te ~ .. topped to dine, and found the island open, with an 
abundaut growth of grass, ami a number of ponus well supplied with fowls; and 
at the lower extremity are tbe remains of an old village. \Vt} procured a swan, 
several «lucks, and n bl'ant, and saw !'lOme dee .. on the isl~l.nd. Besides this 
island, the lower extremity of which il) seventeen miles from the channel just 
mentioned, we passed two or thr~!e smaller ones in the same distance. HeN 
the hill,. on the right retire from the river, leaving a bigh plain, between wllich, .. 
on the left blluk,.a range of high hiJIs running south-east and covered with pine, 
forms 8. bold and I'Ol'ky tilhore. :At the distance of six miles, however, these hills 
agaiD return and close llle river on hoth Hides. We proceeded on, and at four 
xniles reached a crook on the right, about twenty yards in width, immediately 
below which is an old village. Three mile~ furthE'r, and at the distanre of 
thirty-two miles .from our camp of last uight, we halted under a point of high.\ 
land, with thick pine trees on the left bank of the river. Before landing we 
met tW() canoes, the largest of wlJich had at the bow the image of a bear, and 
that of a man on the lltern: thel'e were twentY-liix Iodians on board, but they 
all ptooeeded upwards, and'we wEI.re left, for the first time since We reached the 
walen; of the Columbia, without any of the nativel with us during the night. 
Be8Mles the game all-cady mentioned, we killed a grouse much larger than t~ 
eemmon size, and observed along the shore a. Dumber of striped snakes. The 
.iY~r is here deep, ana about a mile and a half in width. Here too the ridge 
.r low lDQuRtalnl> running north-west and south-east, cross the river, Bnd form 
~ wt'Ktern bouml:1l'y of the plaiR through whicD we have just passed. This 
g'PeQ,t plain 0" valley begins above the mouth of QQicks&nd riv-er, aad is abo~ 
slxty m~les wi~ in a straigbt line, while on the rigOt and Jeft it extends to a , 
~at ~anee ~ it is a fertile and delightful ~ntr~, sbud~ by thick groves .ot 
t~n .imhel', w.atel'€d by small ponds, a&d running' 9ft both .idea! pi ihe ril'eI\ 
1',he s~» is .,tell, and capable of any species of eulNn; ~ ~n~e ,.;resell' COltdl' .. 

two sf t~ lu.aDs, its chief produeiita is the wapf'MoO POOt~ wru~b grows. .,... 
te.neollstyand exelYsively ill dHs reri_. LlMrecl"as ri..i8'Oft..'1to&b .id~ .. 
t!empere.ture Hi .,e. milder ibatt tW .. i)e SMt'CNO..r ~..y.1' f.' ~.~' ' .. 
l~is UMo. ar.t.e Jft, We ~"ft wry. iWe ~.,~ .r (fCWilt. ) D~; «I 
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.hole extent it is inhabited by nnmerou!+ trihe9 of Iadians, whO' either reside in: 
it permanently, or visit iu waters in quest of &h ad wappatoo roots: we gave 
it the name eyf the Columbia vaHey. 

Wednesday, 6. 1'he morning was cool, wet, rlDd rainy. We proceeded at 
M early bour between the high hills on both side" of the river, till at the dts­
tance of roUt mi,les we came to two tents of Indiuns in a. small plain on tltP- left, 
where the hills on the right recede a few miles from the rnrer, and a long nar· 
row ilila.nd stretches along the right shore. Behind this island is the meuth of 
a fnrge river a hnndred mKl fifty yards wide, and caUed by the Ind,iaM Cowe­
li,;kc. We halted for dinner on the island, but the red wood and green brial'fJ 
are 56 interwoven with the pioo, alder, ash, a species of beech, and other trees., 
that the woods tann a: thicke~ which our hunters could not penetratf!. Belrow 
the mouth of the CoweJiske a very remarkable knob l'i'leH from the wat.er's t~36 
to the height of eighty feet, being two hundred paees rounci the base; aud 8..'4 it 
js in a Jow part of, th£' isl.aIUl, aDd some distance from the high gronndfl, the ap .... 
pearanee of it is 'Vf>ry sin~ular. On setting out rrttcr dinner, we oveTtook two. 
ca1\oes. going down to trade: one of the Indians, who spoke a few WQrds of 
]~nglish, mentioned, that the principal person who traded with them was a Mr. 
Haley, and he shewed a bow of iron ami: several other things which he !mid'Mr. 
Haley hatl given him. Nine miles below that river is a creek on the same; 
and hetWe4n them three smaller iNland~; one on the left shoJle, the other aOout 
the middle of the l'i,,7er; and a. third neat' the lower eml of' the long natPGW 

island, and op,osite a high clift' of' bla.ck rock~ 011 .. left, sixteen I\liles' front' 
onr camp. Mere we were ovet'tnkcn hy the I nrtians ill'om the two tents W6 

passed ill'the rnol'ning, from whom we now purcha~ed wappatoo root5, sMttloJtit , 

tl'oat, and two beaver skins, for which last we gave five stuRll fishho&ks. At t'he8et 

c1i~ the mountaius, which had continued high, and rugged on the left, retired, 
from the. river, and' as the hills on the other side had, left the watl')' atJ the 
Coweliske, a b6aUtifnl exfX!ntriV'e plain now pl'e8t"nted itseUbefOl'e us. For a fuut 
miles we' passM' al()ng side ~f. an island a mile ill widtih atld1 three D1il~' long, 
l!e'k>w· wbich, is a sll\aUer island, where the high l'ug~ed hins, thiclfty co~lcdl 
w4th ti~.tJer, herder'the light; bank of the river, and terminate the low gt'ound~: 
these- wetc 'suppl,ied worth, common rushes, gt'MS, and' nm;t\es; in' the- moister 
pB~ wi~, ~~I~8'bes ami flags* ",uld',ulong the w{lters ed~ some willows. Hlel'e 
a1'!O 'were' ttW~· atic~en't vinag~, 00\";- abMtdm\ed uyl tlieito iuh&bitlluts,' of Whblt\ 
ne: 1~.~' ~mtiiBs~ . ~l-eept. t\,,~,"~u,.all. dbg!l almosf stM'Yed~ a'Hflt a prodigiou'S 
q~lIl~~~tj. ~r ~ea~.·' ~'t e~i~~. the p~a~ afl.d:l mfl.ki"~ 'fi,W! mi~~J we prtfceeded 
t~ll,~hil~i>r ei~'~iIe8. 'l'Iie ri~i!tlaOOu1t a·B1n&~i"l~dIdi~ andlthe 



hills so steep that we could not for several mil~s nnd a place sufficiently level to 
'suffer us to sleep in a level position: at length, by removing the large stontts 
we cleared a place fit for our purpose above the reach of the tide, and after a 
journf'Y of twenty-nine miles slept among tbe "maIler "ltonc" under a mountain 
to tthe right. The weather \Va"! rainy during the whole day: we therefore made 
Large fires to dry our beddmg, aud to kill the flea&, who have accumulated up­
on us at every old vll1age we have pas!>ed. 

Thursday, 7. The morning wa') rainy and the fog so tllick that \\e could 
not see across the river. We observed, }JQwever. opposite to OUI' camp, the 
upper point of an island, between whicl. and the steep hills ou tbe right we 
proceeded for five miles. Three miles lower is the beginlling of an island 
separated from the right shore by a narrow channel; down this we proceeded 
under the. dIrection of some Indians whom we had jU"lt met going up the river. 
and \\ho returned in order to 5how us-rhelr village. It consist& of four houses 
only, situah'd on "thiS channel ~hilld sevual mal'~hy islands formed by two sman 
creeks, On our al"r'lval they gave Ufil some fish, and we afterwards p1lfchased 
wappatoo root." {i"h, thl'ce dogs, .and two otter &kin~, fOl' which we gave fi'ih. 
books chiefly, that being an artIcle of whICh they Are very fOllO. 

These people seem to be of a dIfferent natIOn from those we have just passecl : 
tlJey are low in stature, ill shaped, and aU have their heads flattened. TIJey cah 
themselve" WahkiaculU, and thell'language differs from that of the tribes above, 
with whom they trade for wappatoo roots. The houses too are built in a differ­
ent st)Ie, being rai.,ed e.reIy above ground, with the eaves ahout five teet 
lugh, and the door at the corner. Near the end opposite to this door is a sins-Te 
fireplace, round which are the boos, rai"led four feet froIll tbe floor of earth; 
().ver the fire are hung the fresh fish, and when dried they are &towed away with 
the "appatoo roots under the beds. 'rhe dt ess of the m~n is like that of t\e 
people above, but the women are clad in a peculiar manner, the tobe not reaching 
lower than the hip, and the body being covered ill cold weather hy a ~ort of 
coraet of fur, curiously plaited, and reaching- frOlD the arms to the hip; added 
to this 1.S a &ort of petticoat, or rathel' tiSbue of white cedar bark. bruised or 
broken into ~mall :.tral1Us, and woven mto a gIrdle by several cords of the same 
materials. Being tIed round the middle, these stra~d.:i baug d9'fn as tow as 
tbe knee in front, and to midleg behindt and are of sufficient Jhickness to answer 
the pUrpolKl of concealment whilst tIu:. female stands in an 'erect p<mitiop, but j!1 
.apy other aUittJde is but a very ineil'ectual defence. 1 SQmefimes the ti~'" is 
fqrmed of striD"" of ~ grass, twisted and knotted at tQe t:I!d. 

After remaining with them aboqt ~n ho_ur, :VII~ pr~~d. dO,!D the chan~ 
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~Jth an l~dlan dressed in a sailor's jacket. for our pilot, and on rea'ching tile 
main channel were visited by some Indians who have a temporary rC'!>idence on 
a marshy island in the middle of the river, whel'e is a great abuncfahce of watl'r­
fowl., Here the mountainous country again approaches the ri\'er on the \eft, 
and a higher mountain is distinguit.hed towards the south-west, At a distance 
~f twenty miles from our camp we halted at a village of Wahkiacums, consisting 
of seven ill-looking hOllses, built in the same form with those above, and situated 
at the foot of the high hills on the rIght, behind t\~? small marshy is]an(]s. \\T e 
l1~erely stopped to purchase some food and two bea"cr ~kins, and thcn proceeded, 
Opposite to these islands the hills on the left retire. and the river "idens into a 
kind of ,bay crowded with low islands, subject to be overflowed occasjonally by 
the tide. We had not gone far from this village when the fog cleared otT, and 
W:~ enjoyed the delightful prospect of the ocean; that ocean, the object of all our 
labours, the reward of all our anxieties. This cheering vic.w exhilarated the 
lipirits of all the party, who were still more delighted on hearing the distant 
roar of the breakers. We went on with great clleerfulness under the high 
mountainolls country which continued along the right bank; the shore was 
however so bold and rocky, that we could not, until after going fourteen miles 
from th~ last vi1'Iage. find any spot fit for an encampment. At that distance, 
having :na~le during the day thirty-four miles, we spread our mats on the ground, 
and passed the night ill the rain. Here we were joined by our small canoe, 
Wllich had been separated from us during the fog this morning. Two India~s 
from the last village also accompanied us to the ;'~amp, but, baving detected 
diem if! stealing' a knife, they were sent off. 

Friday,' 8.
1 

• It l'llilled this morning; and having changed the clothing which 
~(l been wetted during yesterday's rain, we did not !!oct out till nine o'dGt::k. 
IlllUlediately'opposibe our camp is a rock at the distance of a mlle in the riwr. 
ab,out twenty' feet in diameter and fifty in height, and towards the !iouth-we~t 
some hio'b mountains, one of whi('h is covered with snow at the top. 'Ve pro-

, t) 

ct'eded pt\St several low i .. lands in the bay or bend of the river to the left, which 
is bere five or six miles wide. 'Ve werp. here overtaken by three Indians in 
a ca~~! who had a salmon to sell. On the right side we passed an old village, 
an~ 'theil, at 'the distance of thl'ee miles, entered an inlet or niche, abont si x miIe~ 
;a~;~~ ~nd' nia'king a deep bend of neady five miles into the hills on the riglll 
'~bor~~ where'it reCeives'tne waters of sel'eral creeks. \VEi coasted along this 
Il1l~t;,~jhieb", tmin:its't;iue d~ptb~ we called Shallow haYJ and at the pottom- of 

,Jt"l ha!f;~ J! dine, n~~r tne remaill!, o( an old "illage, ;"f~om whi~h, however, we 
lt~~rit a ~t~ di~t&nce: as' it wis occl)pied by grea' numbers ot fleas. At 
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tbh,. plaCe we observed a nQmOOr of fowl, among whicb we lilTed a roose-" 
two clucks, exactly resembling in appearance and flavour the caIl'Vassback dack, 
of the Susquehnnnah. After dinner the thretl Indiaftli left WI, apci we then took 
advrntagoe of the retnrning tide, to go on aoout three miles to ~ point on tAle 
right,. eight miles distant from our camp; but here the waves ran IiO high. and 
dashed about our canoes so much, that several of the men became so",slck. It 
was therefore judged imprudent to go on in the present state of the weather, and 
we landed at the point. The situat\on w&s e1lltrelBely uncomfortabk i the high 
hills jutted iu so closely that there was not room for us to lie level, nOl' to secure 
our baggage free from the tide; and the water of the riv-er is too salt to be u~ed; 
but the waves incJoeasing e\ er¥ moment so moeh, thJ:lt we could oot mo\te from 
the spot with safety: we therefore fixed Qur~lves 00 the beat;h left by the ebb-tide. 
and having raised the baggage on ~les, passed 8. disAgreeable night, the 
rain during the day having wetted us completely, as indeed we have been in 
aame days past. 

SahlPday, 9. Fortunately for n~, tOO tide did not rise .. bifb 8i oor camp 
.tuling the night; but being accompanied by ioligh winds fllOm the BOUth, the 
eanoes, which we could not place beyond its rt'och, were illed with water, and 
were saved with much difficulty: our position was very uncomforta.ble, but as 
it' Wali impossible to move from it, we waited lot' a, cBange of wtather. It 
rained, however, during the whole day, and at two o'crlook ill the afternoon, the 
flood tide set in, accompanied by a high wind from tbe south, wbicli, about 
four o'dock., shifted to the !U>uth-wtst, and blew tlmost a gale directly from tbB 
sea. The immense waves now broke o'fel'the place .t.ere we were encamped, and 
tile large trees, ROme of th€ID ii've or six feet thick, which.bad lodged at the 
point, were drif\etl over our camp, and the utmost vigilance of every man eouli 
scarcely save our canoes from being crushed to pieees. We remained ia the 
woater and drenched with ruin during the rest of the day; our O1\ly fuod being 
some. dried fish, and b"OOle rain warel' which we caught. Y ot, though 'Wet 
and culd, anti some of them sick from ufling the salt water. the'men are cheer­
ful, and full d anxiety to see more of the ocean. 'roo rain contioaed aU nig~ 
and, 

Sunday, 10th, the following moraing, the wind htwing. wuecl aotl ~ 
waves not ~eing so high, we loaded ou'r ~anQIeN and p~tJede"" The awuataial 
on the right are high, covered with timber, cll~ piea,. 8tui'deioeDd in a 001d ..u 
rock y s.hore to the water. We went tlm:>ugh a dee, nieh .. aot,i "",emU_e,... _ 
the Jigllt, while oli die opposite side is- ~ klrg'bl hay" .~, ~:tJy hill».~ 
close on the river. Att"he distano& bf't~I~.~ '\lfiad"" tlo1u .." .... 
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...-,}ucl the, w.aJe8"rleOI\~ S<l :hijh tbat we were (ore~d ~o return for two mile. 
10, II< p_ wlleR6 we powd w~tb s~fety unload. Here we landed at the mouth of 
a:sUIlaU,'ruu. .nd having placod our baggage on a pile of drifted log's waited 
_til low, water. The river then appeared w()re calm: we therefol'e started, 
but ~ft.er g()iAg a mile found the waves too high for our canoes and were obl~ge(j 
t. put t() ~re. We unlo&ded the canoes, and having' placed the baggage on 

a rock above the reach of the tide, encamped on some drift logl!l which fOl'med 

the oul, plue where we could lie, the hills rising steep over our headH to the 
lIeigbt of fi."e hundred feet. AU our baggage as well as ourselves ",a. 
thoroughly wetted with the rain.which did not ('ea~e during the day; it continued 
violently during the night, in the COllrse of whicb tIle tjde reached the Jogs OR 

'Whiob We Jay, and set them .afloat. 
Monday; U. The wind was still high from the south-west, ~nd drove 

the .wa .. es against the ihore wrth great fury: the rain too fell ip toncnts, and not 
cnly drenched us to the skin, but loosened the stones on the hill sides, which then 
eame rolling down upon us. In this comfortless situation we remained all day, 
wet, cold, with nothing but dried. fish to satisfy our hunger; the canoos in one 

place at the mercy of the waves; the ba,ggage in another, and all the men 

.cattered on tloating logs, or sheltering thelOselve$ in the crevices of the rocks 
and hill iii des. A bunter was despatched in hopes of finding some fresh meat, 
but the hill8 were 110 steep, and coy(.!red with undergrowth and fallen timber, 
that he eould not penetmte ,tilClU, and he was forced to return. Abo,lt twelve 
o'clock we were visited by five Indiaus ill 2 canoe: they came from above 
this pla()e on the opposite side of the river, and their langQage much resembles 
tha.t of the Wahkiacum: they called themselves Cathlo.mahs. In per~on they 
are small, ill made, and badly clothed; though one of them' had on a sail ... r's 
round jacket and pantaloous, which, as he explained by signs, he had received 
from the whites below the point: we purchased froOl them thirteen red charr, 
a fish whicll we found "cry c.¥.cp.ll.ent. After. some time they wcut on board 
the boat., and croslsed-u.e river, which is here fi\'(~ miles wide, tht'Ollgh a," very 
heavy ssa.. 

Tuesday, 12. About tlm~e o'clock a tremendous gale of wind arose, accom­
panied withJlightumg, thunder, and llail: at six i~ became light for a short time, 
hut 'ao violent ra;n ,800n oogan and lasted during the day. During this storm 
'Me lOt our, ,bWl," IBcured by being sunk witb great quantities Of stone, got 
loose., _t.drift~Dg a.gainet a rock, was recovered without having received much 
mjury.,' Our.'tiiiGation, became DOW Dluch 'Pore dangerous, for the waves were 
~u:_thtfdr"oga1_ tae~ aqd trees, wh~eh tvl now had aifordC'J ua; 
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re(llge: we therefore took ,ad.vantag;e of a low tide, &DC! mDved about fttd( tl mil~ 
round a point to a small brook, which we bad not oeservad. till now, on aCCGunt 
of the thick bushes and driftwood which concealed its mouth. Here we were 
~tore safe; but still cold aud wet, our clothes aud bedding rotten as weH M 

..we~ our baggage at a distance, and the canoes, onr only me3.11f4 of escape from 
this place, at the mercy of the waves: we were, however", fortuaate enough tcr 
enjoy good health, and e\'en had the luxury of getting- some fr"esh salmon 
and three salmon trollt in the brook. Three of the men atte-Ulllted to go round a 
point in our small Indian canoe, but the high waves reudcl'cd her quite unma­
llugcal>le; these boat., requiring the seamanship of the uati"'es themselves to Make 

them live in so rough a sea. 
Wednesday, 13. During the night we had short llltel'vals of fair weather, -but 

it began t9 rain in the mOI"uing, and c~tinl1(,>d throng-h the day. In order to 
obtain a. view of tlte country helow, captain Clarke followed up the course of 
the brook, and with mnch fatigue; and after walking three miles, ascended the 
m:st ~pur of the mountains. The whole lower country was covered with almost 
impenetrable thickets of small pine, with which is mixed a species of plant 
resembling" arrow wood, twehe or fifteen feet high, with a thorny stem, alm~t 
iuterwoven with each other, and scattered among the fern flnd fallen tuuoor: 
there is also a red berry, somewhat like the Solomon's seal, which iN calle(l by 
the natives, aolme, and used as an article of diet. rl'his thick gTowth rendcl'ed 
travelling almo~t impossible, and it was rendered more fatiguing by the steep.. 
ness of the mountain, which Was so great as to oblige bim to draw himself up 
by means of the bushes. The timber on the hills is chiefly of a large taU species 
of pine, many of them eight or ten feet in diameter at the stump, and rising 
sometimes more than one hundred feet ill height. The hail, which teU tw~ 
nights since, is still to he seen on the mountains; there was no gllllle, and DO 
traces of any, except hOme oM signs of eJk: the doudy weather prevented his 
seeing to any distance, and be therefore returned to camp, and sent three men 
in the- ladian I~anoc to try if they could double the point and find some sa~1' 
harbour for our ~auoes. At every flood-tide the liea break.s in great .swells' 
against the rocks, and drifts the tre{$ among oor' est.ablishmellt,. fI0 as to 
render it very ius('('urc. 'Ye were confined as UiQaJ' to dried fish" which is OUI" 
la.;-t reso,urcc .. 

Thursday, ]4. It rainp,d witho"t,ia~Fl:uisston during1ut,uiglM'l.1ld td.day.!!'l 
tbe wiud too i~ ,'c,rtY high, and one -of (}ur Ctllil0e8 mum 'It)jurdd'''~ bett.t dajhted 
ag,a.imt l·oels. FJvtl lnd.iarls frOom· wlo" <Clllle tb, llS- in' 8n~"""llwdl \thr_IO~ 
tbl:m ~avlllg lanuad, .ip~·~ed us' they 1~ seeft/,the _l).~t. ,dewGl:y8sterd. 



.A/l,ulis tbotnent one of-them 1ltTived, and i,nfor1ned us that tllest' Indians bad 

.tolen his·gig and basket: we therefore ordered the two women who remained 
in the canoe, to restore them; but tbis they refused, till we threatened to shoot, 
when they gave back the articles, and we then ordered them t() leave Ut->, Tbey 
were of the Wahki::tcllm nation, l'he man now informed us that they had gone' 
round the point as far as the high sea would suffer them, in the lanoe, and then 
landed, and that in the night ht> had separated f!'Om his companions, who had gone 
further down: that at no great distance from where we are is a beautiful sand 
beach and a good harbour. Captain Lewis concluded to examine more minutely 
the lower pal't of the bay, and taking one of the large canoe .. was landed at the 
point, whence he proceeded by land with fom men, and the canoe returned 
nearly ~l1erl with water. 

}',.iday, 15. It continned raining all night, but in the morning the weather 
became calm and fair: we therefOle began to prepare for settiLlg out, but before 
we were ready a high wind sprang up f"om thp south-eul'It, and obliged us to 
remain. The sun shone until one o'clock, and we were thus ('nabled 
to dry onr bedding and examine Ollr Laggag'e, The rain, which has 
continued for the last ten days without an interval of more than two 
}JQurs, has completely wetted aU our merchandise, and spoiled some of our 
ti .. h, destroyed the roLes, and rottod nea1'ly one lJalf of our few remaill­
mg articles of elothing, particolarly the leather d,'esse:'!, About three o'clock 
the wind feB, and we instantly ioaJetl the cano<'s. and left the mi-;erabJe 
~pot to which we ha\'e been confined thc la<;t six thys. On turning the point 
we caine to the sand beach, through which fune; a. small slr'i'ant from the hills; 
at the mouth'of which is an 3m'leut VIllage of thirty-six hOl\~(,", which has at 
present no inhabitants except fleas. Here we met ~hallnon, who had been !tent 
hack to meet U<i by {laptain Lewis, The day Shannon left us in the canoe, be 
and Wtlhu"(l proceeded OIl till they met a patty of tweut} Indians, who Ile\TCl' 

hav,ingdward of us, did not know wbere they came from: they however beh,Rved 
wid~ sa' .much Civility, and seetned so anxious that the mell should g'o 
Willli thCJll' towal'iliI the sea, that their stlspicions were (',,"cited, and they de· 

olined gtll1Ug' ... : the Indians, however. would not leave them; and the men 
beiog' donfWmed.lll .their slllJpicion~, and feal'flll if they went into the woods to 
sleep they would he cut to pieces in the night, thoug'ht it hest to pasIl ,the night in 
th61 midst bE tl •• Indian ... ;: they therefore made a fire, and aftt"t, talking urith them 
to .,late· .... , J.a:id,do~DI"ith their l'iBes'under th{'ir heads. As they awoke this 
In8rAi~tlle; fOl8l thattbe luciiantl had stOt.ell and concenlcd their guns: having 
~udedlt""'lih '118m, SDaauon lleiz.ed' a club, and wastahollt assaulting onE' of 
tbe IDdians wltom b~ snspected as a thiet~ when another Indian bfgan to lond a 



fowling piece with an iu'tention ~f &hooting him. He thererore stoppt!d ami 
explained by signs, that if they did not give up the guns, a Jarg't: party would 
~ome do,," the ri"cr Jx>fore the sllll rose to such a heig-ht, anil put everyone of 
tht'ln to death. Fortuna'tely, captaill Lewis and his party app(>ared at this time, 

"Uod the terrified hldians immediately brought t]}(, gUllS, alltl fire of them came 

on with Shannon. 'ro the&e men we declal'ed. tll,ttt if erer allY of t.heir nation 
,tole any thing from us he should he ill~tantly ~hot. Tlwy r""ide to the north of 
this place, and speak a language dlitl'rent frum that of tIlt' people higher up the 
ri1'el" It was now apparent that the sea ~ as at all ti1llt's too roug'h for us to 
proceed further down the bay b: "atcl': Wf' tlJ('l'dol't· lllnded, find having chosen 
the best spot \\c could :-.clect, made our camp uf boards froul tbe old village. 
\Ve wCl'e now situated comfortably, and Leillg' \ i!>it('d by four WahkiactlDl' 
with wappatoo 1'oots, were enabled to ma1e an agTeeahle addition to our food. 

Saturday, 16 .. The moming was clear aud beautiful We therefore put out 
all our baggage to dry, and sent several of the party to hunt. O~lr camp is in 
full ,-iew of the ocean, on the bay laid down by Yancouver? which we distin .. 
guit;h by the name of HaJey's hay, from a trader who visits the Indians here, 
aud is a· great favourite among them. 'rno mcl'idian altitude of this day gave 
46" 19' II" To as the latitude of our camp. The wind was strong from the south­
west, and the waves very high, yet the Indians were passing up and down the bay 
in canocs, and several of them encamped near us. \-Ve ~moked with them, hut 
after our recent experience of their thIevish disposition, treated them with 
caution •. Though .-0 much exposed to the bad weather~ none of the party 
have suffereu, except one, who has a violent cold, in consequence of sleeping for 
geveralnights in wet leather, The hunters brought in two deer, a crane, some 
geese and ducks, and several brant, three of which were white, except a blaclt 
part of the wing, and much larger thau the grey bra.nt, which is itself a size 
beyond the duck. 

" 
Sunday, 17. A fair ('001 morning and east .. rly wind. The tide rises at this 

flace eight feet -six inches in he.ght, and rolls over the be.ach in great wavelj. 
Abollt one o'clock captain Lewis returned? after'having coasted down Haley'. 

bay to Cape Disappointment, and some distance to the north aloqg,' the sea 
~ast. He wa.'i followed by several Cbinnooks, among whom were the princi­
pal chief an.d hii fa.mily. They made us a present of a boiletl-root, very muc!l 
like the cOlUJllon liquorice in taste and size, and called culwhamo: in return we 
gsve dooble the <value of theu- presen~ and now learnt the ,danger of accepting 
any thing (rom them) f!!inc(' no retufD, even if teJ} times the "alue 'of their gift. 
can satisfy them. We 'Were chiefly occupied in huntiug. 'and were able to pro..' 
cure three defr, four ~ant, and two duckl, and also .a~ aonl'e.signa of elk. 
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Capt .. il\ Clarke DOW prepared for an excursion down the baYJ and accordingly 
stnted, 

Monday, 18, at daylight, accompanied by eleven men. He proceeded along 
the beach oae mile to a point of rock~ about forty feet high, where the hills re­
tjrc, leaviog a wide beach, anq a number (;f ponds covered wIth water-towl,oe­
tween which and the mountain is a Darl'OW bttttom of alder and small balsam' 
tI'ees. Seven miles from the l'ock& is the cotl'allee of a creek, or rather drain 
from the ponds and hills, where iii a cabin of Chinnooks. The cabin contained 
lOme cbildren, and four women, one of whom was in a most misprable state, 
covpred with ulcers, proceeding, as we imagine, fi'om the venereal disease, with 
which severa] of the Chinnooks we have seen appear to be afflict('d. We were 
taken across iu a canoe by two squaws, to each of whom we gave a fishhook, 
and -theu coastiug along the bay, passed at two miles the low bluff of a srnall 
hiB, below which are the l'uins. uf sOUle old huts, and close to it the remain'! of 
a whale. rrhc count,·y is low, open, and marshy; interspersed with some high 
pine and a thick undergrowth. I"ive miles from the creek, We came lo a stream 
forty yards wide at low water, which we called Chinnook I'i~·er. '.fhe hill ... up 
this river and towards the Lay al'e not high, but very thickly COl"cred with large 
pio~ of sevcl'Ul species ~ in many places pine trees, three or four feet in thick­
nCIiH, are seen growing on the bodies of large tl'ee~, which. though fallen and 
covered with moss, were in pal't sonnd. Hert' we dined on some brant and plo­
Wl', killed as we came along-, and after crossing in tt boat lying in the sand 
near som~ old houses, proceeded along a Lluft' of )dlow clay alld,~oft stone to a 
little bay or harhour, into which a drain fl'om some ponds empties: at this har­
hour the land is low~ but as we went on it rose to hills of eIghty or ninety feet. 
abOll-e the water. At the distance of one mile is a secoutl bay, and a mile heyond 
it a small rocky island in a deep bend, which seems to afford a very good hal'· 
hour~ aod where the natives inform us European v(>ssels anchor for the purpose 
of trading. 'Ne went on round another hay, in whieh is a second small island 
of rocks, aod crossed a small stream, which risc" ill I.l. pond near tile sea coast, 
aD~ at~ rUU1~jngthrough a 10w isthmus empties into the bay. This narrow low 
grouud, about two or three hundred yards wide, separates f,'om the main hills a. 

kind of peninsula, the extremity of which is two miles ft'om the anchol·jug place; 
a~ld tMs spot, 'wh{ch was called' Cape Disappointment, is an elevated, ciJ'cuf!.,r­
knob, rl$ing with al!lteep aileent one hundred aud fitty or one humlr~d &ad sixtY' 
f~et abO¥~ the waur, formed li1i.~ the whole shore of the bay, a& wen all of tbe­
I~~~~t, ~nd co~ered with thick 'timber on the inner side, but opel} and grassy 

t t t "...- 1. ~ ~ ~ 

in tlae BJihlUre _xt ,he sea.. From thil ca'Oe a hi2.h POint of hmd be~ smith 
; l~ 
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!oP west, about twenty-five miles ditttant. In the rf\nge betweeu t~ two 
~minences, is the opposite point of the bay, a very low grouud, wIlieD has bee. 
-.at'iously called Cape Rond by La Perouse, aud Poillt A(lalllo8 by Vancuuver. 
~he watet' for a great di&tance oft' the mouth of the rivor, "uri wit.hin tbe mouth 
netil'cst to Poiut Adams, is a hU'ge sandhar, alnlQ1:it cover(~ at high tide. We 
('QuId not ascertain the direction of the derpest chanuel, fol' the waves brenk with 
tremendous force the whole distance across the hay, hut the Indians point nearer 
tQ the opPo['ite side as the best pa" .. ng·e. After remaining for SOIDe time on tili. 
f'levation, we desct>nded across the low iilthmw" uno reached the {)ccan at the 
foot of a hig'h hill, nhout a mile in cil'cmnfl'l'eul'c, and pl'ojectiug into the 1iCn.. 
\Ye cl'Ossed this hill, "hieh j[, opell, and has a growtb of high coarse grass, 
and encamped on the north side of it, having made nilleteen miles. Besides the 
pounded fish and brant, we had for Sllppel" a flounder, which we picked up on 
the beach. 

Tuesday, 19.' In the night it began to rain, and continued till eleven 0' clock~ 

Two hunters were sent on to kill something for break faist., and the rest of the 
party, after drying' their blankets, soon fonowed. At three miles we overtook 
the hllnter$, and breakfasted on a small deel', which they had been fortuDate 
enough 10 kill. This, like all those we have seen on tl)is coast, are mueR darker 
than om common decr. TJ)('ir bodies, too, are deeper, their legs shorter., and 
their eyes larger. The branches of the horns are similar, but the upper part of 
the tail is black, from the root to the end, and th~y do not leap, but jump like· a 
s11eep frightened. ". e then continut:-'t.l over rugged hills and steep hollows, neaf 
the sea, on a course about north 2()" west, ill a direct line from the cape, till at 
the distance of five miles, we reached a point of bigh land, below which a salMly 
beach extends,. in a direction north 10' west, to another higb point ab~u twenty 
miles distant. 'I'his eminence we distinguished by the name -of Point Lewis.. 
It is there that the highlands, which at the commencement of the sandy,beaalr, 
f€('efle towards Chirmook river, again approach the orean. The intenneliiat. 
country is hw, wrth many small ponds, crowded with birds, and watered ~1 
the Chin nook. on the borders of which resides the nation of the sa~ QNiIMt. 

\V (' went four miles along the sandy beach to a small pine tree, on whi~&"c.,.. 

tain tlarke marhd his name, with the year and day, and then retulTed to the 
iSlot of the hills, passing on the shore a sturgeon ten feet long,.and several joints 
of the lIw& bone of a whale, both which seem to have been thrown ashore and 
foundered. After dining on the remains of the small deer, we crossed in a 
south-eastern direction to the bay, where we arrived at ~e .distance of two 
miles, tIlen continued along the bay; crosliCd Chinnook river, and eD~mped 011 

its uPlJer side, in a san«1y bottom. 



Wednesday 20. It rained ill the course of the nig'ht. A huntf'r, despat(,hed 

early to kill some foo(l, "eturned with eight" Jucks, on which we Im'akfa:.ted. 
nnd then followed the eUllrSe of the bay to the creek or outlet of the ponds. It 
was now high tide, the stl'cam three hundt'ed yard<i wide, and no per'ion in the 
cabin to take us across. \\~ e therefore luade a small raft, on ,yhich one of-th<;. 

men passed and hrought a canoe to carry U'l OVCI', As we went along the beach, 
we were over'taken by ~c,,('ral Indians, who gave us drif'd ~tlll'geoll and wap­

patoo roots, and soon met several parties of Chinllooks retnrning from the camp. 

When we arrived there we fc,und mauy Chill nooks, alld two of them being 

chieflj, we went throngh the ceremollY of giving to each a medal, and to 

the most disting'uished a flag. Theil' names were Concommoly and ChillaLlawiIl. 

One of the Indians had a mLe made of two sea-otter skins, the flll' of which was 

the inost benutiful we had "ever seen; the owner resisted every temptation to part 
with it, but at length could not resist the offer of a belt of blue bead!\ which 

Chaboneau's wife wore round lwr waist. Dm·jng Oul' absence the camp had 

been visited by many Indians, and the men who had been cmplo)'cd in hunting 
killed several deer, and a variety of wild fowls. 

Thursday 21. 1'he mOMling was cloudy, and from noon till night it rained. 
The wind too was high (I'om the south-cast, and the sea so rough that the water' 

reached onr camp. 1\-J ost of th(" Chinnooks retul'lled home, out we were visited 

in the course of the day hy people of rliflerent uuuds in the neighuourhood, 

among whom are the Chiltz, a n!1fion residing on the sea-coast near Point 

I ... ewis, and the Clatsops, who live immediatdy (lpposit(' on the south side of 

the ColnrnLia. A chief from the Gmnd Uapid also came to see us, and we 

gave him a medal. rI'o each of our visitors we made a present of a <,mall piece 

df riband, and purchased some cranberries and some articles of their mauli5c­

tme, such as mats and hou~t'hold fnrniture, for all which we paid high prices. 

After we had been relieved from these Indians, we were ~ul'pl'ised at a visit of 

a different kind; an old wOUlan who is the wile of a Chinnook chief came 

with six Y0l1l1fJ' women, her (lano-hters and nieces, and having deliberately en-
... b ~ 

camped neal' us, proceeded to ('ultivate an intimacy between our mell and her 

fAir wardlol. 



CHAP. XXI. 

EXTRAVAGAS'f PASSION OF THE NATIVES FOR BLUE BEADS, WHICH CONSTITUTE AMONGST 

THEM THE CIR(TLATING MEDIUM OF THE COUNTRY--THR PART,\, STILL IN SEARCH 

OF A SnTABLE PLACE FOR WINTER Ql:ARTERS--STILL SUFFERING FROM 1'1'11': CON­

STANT 'DELUGES OF RAIN-ARE VISITED"'nY THE INDIANS, WITH wnOM THEY TRAPFIC 

Bt"T LITTLE, GN ACCOUNT OF TUE EXTRAVAGANT I'RICBS THEY ASK FOR EVERY 

ARTICLE-RE'l'l'llN OF CtHTAIN LEWIS, WHO REPORTS THAT HE HAS FOUND A SUITABLE 

PLACE FOR WIl'<TJ:.lt QUARTBRS-THE RAIN STILL CONTINUES-THEY I'REPARK TO 

FORM A"'< E!'.CAMPMENT ON A POINT OF HIGHLAND ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER 

NEl'TEL-C.I\PTAIN (LAKE GOES WITH A I'ARTY TO FIND A PI.ACE SUITABLE rOR 

THE J\lANt1lo'ACTl"RE OF SAI.T-HR 15 HOSPITABLY ENTERTAINEll BY THE Cl,ATSOPS­

THIS TRIBE AflDICTEJ) TO THE "ICE 010' G"MBLING-SJCKNF.&& OF SOl\IE: OP ., llE 

PARTY, OCCASIONED BY THE INCESSANT RAINS-THEY FORM, NOTWITHS1'ANDING, 

A PERMANENT ENCAMPlU:NT FOR THEIR WINTER QUARTERS. 

FRIDAY, 2~. IT rained during the whole night, and about daylight a tre­
mendous g'alc of wind rose from the S. S. E. and continued doring the whole 
day with great violence. The sea runs so high that the water comes inte our 
camp, which the rain prevents \1S from leaving. We purchased from the old 
squaw for armbands and rings, a few wappatoo roots, 011 which W~ subsisted. 
rrhey are nearly equal in flavour to the Irish potatoe, and afiuro a very gQod 
substitute for bread. The bad weather has driven several Indians to our camp, 
but they are still umler the terror" of the threat which we made on first seeing 
them, and now behave with the g'reatest decency. 

Saturday, 23. The rain continued through the night, but the morning was 
calm and doudy. The bunters were sent out and killed three deel', four brant, 
and three ~ucks. Towal'ds evening seven Clatsops came o;er,in .. canoe with 
two skins of the sea-otter. To this article they attach an extravagant -nIue, 
and their dem~llds for it were so high tbat we were fearful Df re~cjng our small 
~k ~f mercban~lIe, on which we-muat depend for alubBi~Ce as w~ rsUII1i, 

2 
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to venture on purchasing. To ascertain however their ideas a<,; to t.he value of 
different objects, we offered for one of the skin.. a watch, a handkerchief. ar.. 
American doI1ar, and a bunch of red beads; bllt neither the curious mechanism 
of the watch, nOI' even the red beads could tempt him: he l'I,fll'>ed the oifer, \mt 
asked fot' tiucomoshack or chief beads, the most common sort of coarse blue. 
coloured Leads, the article beyond aU price in their ('stimation. Of thl;'se hlue 

head .. we ha, e but few, and then'fore reserve them for more necessitous cil'cum­
stanel's. 

Sunday, 24. The morning being' fair, we dried our wet articles and sent out. 
the hnnters, but they returned with only a single brant. In the evening 'l. chief 
and several men of the Cbinnooks came to .. ee us; we smoked with them, and 
bought a sea.otter skill for some hlue beads. Having now examined the ,~oast, 
jt hecomes necessary to decide on the spot for our wintering quart~rs. The 
people uf the coulltry subsist chiefly on dl'ied fish and Tooh, b.tt of these there 
does noi 8(.'enl to be a sufficient quantity for our support, ('ven were Wb able to 
pnrchas(', and the extravagant prices, as well as ()tlr small store of merchandise, 
forbid us to depend on that resource. 'Ve must therefore rely fot, subsistence on 
our arms, and be guided in the choice of our residence by the abundance of 
game which any particular spot .may offer. The Inuians say that the deer is 
most nUlDel'OUS at some distance above on the river, Lut that the country on the 
oppo~ite side of the hay is !l(\ttel'supplied with elk, an animal much larger and 
more easily killed than deE'r, with a skill bptter fitted for clothing, and the meat 
of whica is more nutritive during the winter, wiltn they nre both poOl'. The 
climate too is o~violJsly much milder here than above the first range of moun­
t.uins, for the ludians arc thinly clad, and say they have liUle snow; indeed since 
QUI' arrival the weather has been very warm, aml sOinetin1f's disagreeahly so: alld 
d\'essed as we are altogether ill leather, the cold would be very unpleasant if not 
lnJ uri OUi. Tbe neighbourhood of the sea is moreover recommended by the 
facility ~ 8upplyif.g Qluselves with salt, and the hope of meeting' some of the 
trading v~seltl, which are expected in about three months, and from which we 
may procure a fresh supply of trinkets fOl' our route homewards. These con· 
sideraliofl$ itadwced us to determine on visiting the opposite side of the bay, and 
if there was en appearance of much game to establish ourselves there dUling t~e 
wmttu-. Ne",t day; 

l\(oM1tY~ 26, however, dIe w,ind was too high to suffer us to cross the river, 
but,1lS i.t WeWI g"emlly &om the east sou.th.east, the coast on the north was in 

~_ d~ree sheltered 'by the bighlands. We therefore set out, and keeping 
3}' 2 



n~ar ihe ~hol'e, halted for dinner 1\' the shallow ba'Y, and after dark, l'eached • 
spot'ne'll" a rock, at SOHl£' distance in tilt: river, nod close to OUl' former camp of 
the"; til inst. On I('avin~: our ('amp. seven Clatsops accompanied us ill a canoe, 
bll~ aiter g'oing' a ff'w miles crosst'd the bay through immense high waves, 
'l':>llving- us in admiration, at the dexterity with which they th"ew aside each 
wave;.; it threatened to come over their canoe. rl'hc evening was cloudy, and 

in the mOJ'lIing. 
'fue.sJay, :lU, it rained. 'Ve set Ollt with the wind from east north-east, and 

a short tlfi.,tnllcc aboyc the rock, near our cnmp, bC'gan to cross the river. We 
pas-,(·d hehH't'n some Jow, mal'shy i!.Jauds, which we called the Seal islands,. 
and J't'Rched the south side of the Columbia at a bottom tlnct miles below a 
point, to which we gave the na.me of point Samuel. After going nlon~. the 
~hore for five miles, we entered a chunAd two hundred YUI'ds in width, which 
separates from tbe main land a large, but low island. On this ch~mnel, and at 
the foot of some highlauds. is a' vi Uage, where we landed. It CODs!sb of nine 
lar'ge wooden houses, inhabiteu IJY n tribe called Cathlamahs, who seem to differ 
neither in dress. langlla~e. nor manners, from the Chinnooks and Wahklllcums: 
like whom they live chiefly on tish and wappatuu rool.s. \'Ve found, however, as 

we hop( d, :-ome t'lk meat; after dining on SOllle fresh fish and I'oots, whi~h we 

purchased from them at an immoderate price, we coasted along a deep bend 

of the river towards the south, and at night encamped under °a high hill. All the 
way from the "illage the land is high, and has a thick growth of pine balsam, 
and otuel' timber; lJut as it was still raining very hard, it was with difficulty we 
procured wood enough to m~lke fires. Soon after we landed, three Indians from 
the Catblawah village came down with wappatoo roots SOUle of which we fUll": 

~hased with fish·llOoks. At daylight the lIext morning. 
\V cdn~sday, ~7, t'IE'\'en more (~ame down with pro\'isions, skins and mats fOt' 

~al(', but the price" were too high fOt, our reduced financE'S, and we bought nothing • 
.As we wefl: preparing to set out we milJserl an axe, which was found UDder the 
robe of one of the Indians, and they were all prohibited in consequence trom: 
following us. We went on in the rain, which hA(1 continued through the night, 
and passing between a number of islands came to a small rivel', called by' tbe­
Indians Kekemabke. We afterwards came to a very remarka.ble knob of land; 
p'rojectiBg ~bout a mile and a half toward~ Shallow bay, an:' aoout four mites 
round, while the neck of land which connects it to the main ShOf~ is Bot more 
than fifty yards wide. . We went l'Ound this projection, w1licho ,,>e !lamed rmrltr 
William; but the waves then became 80 high that we eOwd not venture '.~ 



ra,-thoT, and we therefore landed on a beautiful.sh<lre of pebbles of various colour!~ 
aud encamped near an old Indian hut on the isthmWi. In drawing onr canoes 
in shore, we had the misfortune to make a split two feet long in one of them. 
This isthmus opposed a fOfmidable barrier to the sea, for we now found t~at 

the watt:r l!dow i" salt, while that above is fl'ctoIh and well tasted. It rained 
bard during the whole day; it continued all nig'ht, and in the morning, 

'l'hursday 28, began more violently, attended with a high wind from the 
iouth·west. It was now impossible to proceed on so rough a sea. We there~ 
fore spnt several men to hunt, and the rest of us remained during the day, in a 
situation the 1lI0st cheerless and uncomfOl'table. On tlns little neck of land we 
arc exposed with a miserable covering, which does not deserve the name of a 
shelt~r to the ,-iolence of the winds; all Oll!' bedfling and stol'es, as well a& our 
bodies, are completely wet, Ol1r cJotht>s rotting with cOll!oJtant exposur~, and no 
food, except the dried fish brought from the Falls, to which We are again re .. 
duced. The hunters all retun.ell hungry, and drenched with rain, hav;l1g seen 
lwither deel' nOf elk, and tbe swan and brant too shy to be approached. At 
1I00n the wind shifted to the north-west, and blew with such tremendous fury, 
that Ulany trCL"'S were blown down near us. rfhis gale lasted with short intervals 
dlU'illg the whole night; but tow1\rds morning, 

Friday, 2Hth, th(' wind lulled, though the rain continued, and the waves were 
still high. Captain Lewis took the Indian canoe, which is better calculated for' 
rough weather, and with five men wenl down to a small bay below us, where we' 

expect to find elk. 'l'hree other men set Ollt at ih~· same tune to hunt in diffel'~ 
{>nt directions, and the rest remained round the smoke of our fires drying 
leatllcr, in order to make some new clothes. 'fhe night hrought only i1 continu-

o 

atlOn of rain and hail. with short intervals of fair weathell, till in the 

morning, 
Saturday, 36th, it cleared up about nine o'clock, and the sun shone for seve­

ral hottl's. Other huuters were now sent out, and we passed the remainder of 
the dn.y in drying our m~rehllndise so long exposed. Sever'al of the men com­
plain of disordeTS- in their bowels, which· can be ascribed only to their di€t. of 
}I4;)uoded 6~h mixed with saltwater; a-nd they are therefore directed to use for­
its correction" the fresh watel above the point. 'l'he hunlers had seen three elk. 
hut could not obtain any ef them: they, however, brought in three h.awks· aRd~8: 
f~w. black .d~ks," of a specielf common in. the United States, living in large­
&r.k.~ _lUI. feeding 0!l gnws: they ave disting-uished by a sharp white beak, toe&' 
!>~, ~ud by haviog llO craw. Besides- these wild fowls, there. are ill thiS 
neighbourhood .. large kind of buzzard with, white VtIIings~.the grey and the balQ, 
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eagle, the large red.taileu hawk, tb~ blue magp,e, and grett unmoors of ravens 
e.nd erows. We observe, however, few smaU birds, the one w},jch has most at­
tracted our attentIon bemg a small hrown bird, which seellls ~ fl'equent logs and 
the Toots of trees. Of other animals there lii a great abnndaw-..R. We see great 

• quantities of snakes, lizards, worms, and spiders, 8S Wt'U as small bugs, Hies, aDd 
insects of different kinus. The vegetable PI'Oullctions arc also numerous. The 
bills along the coast are high and steep, and the g'eneral ('oH>['illg j" a growth of 
lofty pines of different species, some of which rj!j€ more than two hundred feet, 
and are teu or twelve feet in diametel' neat' the root. Beside thest' trees we ob­
serve on the point a species of a!oJh, the alder, the laurel, one species of the wild 
crab, and several kinds of underbrush, among which the ro~ebushes are con­

SpICUOUS. 

Sunday, December 1, ]805. Agaiu. we had a clouuy day, and the wind so 
high from the ea.'\t, that having ventured ill a boat with a view to hnnt at f'ome 

distance, we were ohhged to returu. \Ve resumed our oc('upation of of€'s~ing 

leather and menumg our old clothes, in which w(> pn1!l'led thf> day. ffhe hunters 
came in with a report of their having seen two hel"ds of (>lk, but they could kill 
notbipg, and we therefore agaia fed upon dried fish. At sunset it begal1 to rain 
violentl~, and contlllul'd alllllght, and 

Monday, 2d, the next day. rrhis disagreeahle food, pounded fi&b, ha'! occa­
~ioned so much sickness among the men that it is now absolutely uece:.Sary to 
vary it. Three honters therefore set out, and three more were sent up tht- Ke­
kemahke creek in search of fish or hirds. 'rowards evening oUe of them rettD'tled : 
he had obsen'cd great appearances of elk, and ('ven seen two herds of them; but 
it ralOed so hard that he could with difficulty get a shot; he had, however, at 
last killed one, a.t the distance of SIX miles trom the camp, and a canoe was no,~ 
sent to bring it. The party from Kekcmahke creek w('re less snc('cssful: they 
had seen no fish, and aU the bH'ds, in consequence probably of bf"mg much huntt->(I 
by the Indians, were too sby to be approa(~bt>d. 

Tuesday, 3. The wind was from the east, and the morning fait>; but, 88 if 
a whole day of fine weather was lIot permitted, towards night it began t«) raitt. 
Even this transient glimpse of sunshine revived the spirits of the party~ wtJO were 
stjil mere pleaaed, when the elk killed yesterday was brought into camp. This 
was the first elk we had killed on the west side of the Rock~ mo~in8, a'Ilti 
condemned 'as we had boon to the dried fish, forms a most DouriBltmg {OOOi .Afiel" 
eatiag the marrow of the shank-bones. the squaw cMpped dleDt line" .a "by 
beiJing, f>J!;traoted a pint of grease, superior to the tallow l..eJ£ ()f' ·the- .A,,*,,~! 
A canoe of eight IndiaIW, who were carrying clown '"PpM4IOr"ooIs \to~. ~ 
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the, Clatsops, stopped at o\lr camp: we hought a few roots for small fish-hooks; 
and they then left us: but accustomed as we' are to the sight, we could not bllt· 

view with admiration the wonderful dexterity with which they g'uide their canoes 

over the most boisterous seas; for though the waves were ~o hig-h, that be\ore 
they had gone half a mile, the canoe was several times out of sight, they prow. 
ceeded with the greatest calmness and security. Two of the hunter& who set 
out yesterday had lost their way, and did not return till this evening: they had 
l'cen in their ramble great signs of elk, and had killed six elk, which they had 
butchered and left at u great distance. A party wa" sent in the morning', 

WednesdAY, Dec. 4, to carl'y the elk to u bay, some distance below, to which 
place, if the weather permitted, we would all remove our camp this evtnmg; 
but the rain which hllJ contillued ,lm'ing the night lasted all next day, aud was 
accompanied by so tngh a wind from the south-east and south, that-we dared 
not ril'>k our canoes 011 the water. It was high water at elexen o'clock, '\\'hen 
the "pring tide rost- two feet h.i~·ber than the common flood..ttde". 'W e pa.~sed 
the oa) around our fires, and as we are £\0 situated that the smoke will not im­
medul.t('ly leave the camp, we arc very lUuch incommoded, and our eyes injured 
by it. No news has yet been received fr.om Captain Lewis, and we begin to 
have much uneasiness for his safety. 

'11 Imrsd ay , December 5. tt rained dnting the whole night, and this 
moming the rain and high wind compelled us to remain at our camp. Besides 
the inconvenience of being tha .. stopped Oil our route, we now found that all oor 
"tores and bedding are again wet with ram. The high water was at twelve 
o'clock, and rose two inches beyond that of yestet·day. in th~ aftemoon we were 
rejoiced at the return of captain Lewis, who came in a canoe with three of hi. 
men, the other two ~llg left to guard six elk and five deer which they ~i~{l 
killed: be bad examined the coast, aDd found a river a short distance below, on 
which we might encamp during the wiater, with a sufficiency of elk for our sub­
sistence within reach. This information was very satisfactory, and we decided 
on going thithe! as 800n 118 we could move from the point; but all night and 

the fullowing day, 
Friday 6 it, raiDed, and the wind blew hard from the south-west, so that " , 

tOO lea "as ~till too rough for us to proceed. The high tide of to-day rose 
tlHrteen i~s hi~r than it did yesterday, and obliged us to mov~ our camp 
to a19igb,sitaatiea.: .Here we remained waitiug for better weather, till about 
d~ ~ wia"- IIhifted te the norta,.and the' sky was clear. We had now some 
P~A of; r pmag I"we to, leave, onr situation" and indeed altho.gilt sOllie raiD fell. 

i'l·t~ ~.of" night, the llext morDing, 



&tnrday, i. ,,"as fair; Wf' tberefoFo loaded Oijf c..anoes, ~Q(l, pl~c~de,l • ." not. 
Ihe tiup was against us, and the waves very higb, SO; that we weft' obligctl ,to 

,pl"Oceed iotlowly and cautiously. ,\Ve at leJl~1 h tUl'Ut~ a peint" ami fmmll pur­
sdve-; in a deep bay; hel'e \'\Te landed fOl" hreald"al'tt, sud 'U-€re juined by: tJ)(~ 
"pa~ty 5>cnt out th,"{'e uays ago to look for the bix t:lk. J n ~eking f,l[ ther fjl)k 

thf'y had Oll!'htxl their" ay for .a (lay and a half, aud \\-lle,' they "CUdled,tll<> 
place. found the elk so much SpOJ\cu, that they bl"Gug'ht. the skin;; ouly of fOllr 

'01' thf'Ul. After breakfast W{J coasteu round tlw bay, whidl is about four Illile'> 
acro'>s, ancl rcreives, uesi(lf's ioteveml small creek!'>, two riv('t's eallcu oy thI' 1Ildi~))'" 

" the one Killbowanakel, the other l\~tll1. 'V c caUed it Mcri\\ethcl"suu). fJ"om 
the 'Chr'i~tian name of captain Le" is, ",ho wuo; uo tloubt the fil'st white Ulau 

who sl1freYf:'d it. As we went along the wind was hig'h from the uOl'th-euliit, 

and tn the middJe of the day it raiuNI for two huUl's, alit! theu dearc<l off.' Ou .. 
reaching til€' "outh side of the bay, we ascended the Netul f()l' ,three Dliles to the 
first point -of highland on its wCl'>tern bank, and i"urlUed VUI' caPl}> ia a thick 
grove of lofty pines, about two hundred yar-ds fr(nu the water, and thirty feet 
aboYe the level of the high ti<i('s. 

Sunday, R. This seemed the most eligiblfl spot. for our wiutel' estahlishment. 
In or"(ler therefore to find a place for making sail, and to examine u.e cOlUltry 

further, captain <.:Iarke set oull with five men, -and punuing a course SQu4b. 6Qo 

west, over a ,dividiug; "idge, through t.hick pine timber', luuch ~f which had 
fallen, passed the heads of two foImaU brooks. In the neighbourhood ef t~ 1he 
land wal'> swampy and overflowed, and they waded knee-deep till tbey came to 
an open ridgy prairie, covered with the plant known on our frontier by tbe l14IOe 

t)f sa.cacommis. Here is a creek abont t.ixty yards wide, and running towtU1ls 
p<>int Adams; they pa.'Jsf:'d it on ~l small raft. At this place they discovered-&. 
large herd of elk, l\ud after pursuing them for three mlles over bad aw.alPf)s 
and small ponds. killed one of them. 'I'be agility with whi£h !th6 dIk 
erosseJ the swamps and bogs, seems almost ineredible; as we followed tOeir 
track, the grolmd for a whole acre w-ould to'hake at 0111' tread, and 1KJIDet.im •• e 
sunk to our hips without finding any bottom. ()VC\' the lurface of thele.iwgl.is 
a species of moss, among which are great numbers of cranberries. ar.LacQa­
sionally there rise ftom the swamp steep and 8mall knobH. of,eanb,.imckJy. co· 
.'cred with pine and laurel. On one of these ~ halted., .Gighto; bUt :11:. ••• 
:>t~arcf::ly large enoogh to suffer UJ to lie crear of the water,wKl.Ia4:".YtJiCde 
dry wood. We lJdcceeded however in coHecting el\9l1gt. ........ &.,u., .xl 
having btretchcd the elk skin to kf;ep oW the rein,- ~'.'II1 __ iDAed1,""t 
tiD morning, 
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Hoar.." 9, .hen •• ~"perfeotIy wet with rain during the night. Three 

metl were theft Bent i., pursuit t)f the elk, while wiib the other three, captain 
Clarke proce«Jed' 'Westward towards the seQ. He passed over three swamps" 
and then arri .. ed at a creek, which watt too deep to ford, and there was no wood 
·to make a raft. He therefore procee&d down it fOF a short diitance, till be 
lound that he 'Was between the forklt of a creek. One branch of ~ bi..:h he bad 
tJ8ued yesterday, turns round towards the south-west to meet 811otbt:,r of equal 
size from the seuth, a~d together they form a small fJVer, about sa;venty yards 
wide. He retumed to the plooe where he had left the raft, and haviag crOSSt'd, 
frooeeded down about a. mile, when he met three Illdiaus~ 'l'hey were loaded 
with fresh salmon, which they had taken with a gig, and were now ret.lntiag 
to their village on the sea-cf)Qj*t where they im'ited him to accOlllpan1 the .. 
He agreed, and they breught out II canoe hid along the banks of the «_. 
In this they pused over the branch which he bad Just ero~d on .. raft. allCl 
then carried the canoe a quarter of a mile to the other fork, wh.ich they cr~ 
and continued down to the mouth of the river. At this pl~e it maker,.a.reat 
bend, where the l'i\'er is seventy yards wide j jut4; above, ()r tf). tht}, 1Du.tt. ~ 
whicb is the vitlage. We c~ over, &BQ fOlJnd that it cons.i&t~ of, three 
Ilooses, inhab1ted by twelve families of Clatsops.. They were ou the soutLt eX~ 
POSR't'e of a hill, and .nk abOut four fcet deep into the ground,; ·tlul walls, 
roof, and gable-cnd'!. being formed of split Illnc boards; the de:,cent thruug.b. 
a small door down a ladder. There are two .fires in the middle of the .;roo~ 
and the beds ciispQsed round the walls two lW three feet from the &or, s'oas,tp 
i~e Nom uDder them rot: ,their' bag!>, baskets, and hOUSellOid articl~8. The 
flOG\" itselt is covered with mats. Cl1.l)taiu Clarke was received with ~uch ~­
fenti.on. A.s ~n as he entered, dean math Wel,'e spread, and fibh. hel1'~e,,": apd 
~te JeV.hefo'8 him on SlDaU neat platters of r~hes. After he lmd,eatel"l, M\e 

4WD caf the,other houses eaDle a.nd smoked with hlnl. TheY,all ap'pear~d IU\\Ch 
.1IIIMlte .,their .perllOl1i>aQd diet than h.dl~ gcnerally are, aq4 frequ.entb' . wasil 
.,.. .... l .. luliaoeItJ Q, f;efewony by np IllcaQ& freql~n.t eh;ewp~e, , \Yhiltt-8e 
~_ .... i.g witb.tlleJII, a. ipek of "rant lighted on the water. O,1l4,llc. ~#b jL 

__ ~.AM QIle of them a.t a gr~at. dist.:,Lnce., '!'hcy Imm~4ia.tel,y jt;p.u,peP i!,. 
~it4Jll &bore,. fiery mucb astoWabed at the shot, which CO~i.rj~utea. to 
.. ke "'i~.,.if &~eD4i{pil., Tp'wa~s ev",ing i~ b~,W1 tf! !ai~l~.~d 
~~Jtc-- "lEI ~~w~ t jaQ.9 ,~q-,ptaip. Clarke" t4~fef,~et,,4f­
....... ~,~tt ~ 1 .. iiht• ,\V~n tqey, thoqf;llt~ bf ap£~~~\e ,4ftd 

'('-.II".t.IIl..~.ew*.1Wo Jl.\JlJbow~ ~a.~e,ofJj~P~,c?\~¥ped n?,:~l' 
a kipt\ .01 iirup, plea$ant to the taste, and' made from a species of b~fry C~U1~ 

:) G 



410 

~ m tins ~tluntr}", R~t tht> ~i~~ of 1\ then,.. Int! ~'J.f!d by 1~ Indi1lbs "het­
.tlh 6( these bernes a brend is <also prepared, whiclI being boj~ wid. 1'0O't~ 
~s 1\ soup, wtrith wa~ 8er'V~d in neat wo~ tH:nt1n>t's: this, with ff()m~ coc­
k~, was his ~epa"t. Tl1e men of thf> ",iHage now colle~clJ nnd ~g'9.t\ t~ gam­

.bIe. The most 'Common gal)1e, W8.S ont-' in whicll one of He company W'8.~ 
banker, and played against 'all the refit. He had a "ieee of ~ne, ahedt the 
Slife ~ a lal-ge heall, and having agrep(l wiril any individual a.q 1'0 the "alue .<If 
die stake, 'Would pass the bone from one hund to the otber, wfth great dexte­
rity, slRging at the same time, to di,'ert the attention of his adversary; and then 
hoMing it ;n his IltllUls, his antAgonist was challenged to guess tn which of tbeRl 
tbe bone wa<;, and lost or won as h(' pointed to the rig itt ~t' wrong hu:nd. To 
this game 'Of 'hazard tlley abandoned them~el¥fl8 with ~lTeat ar()Qr; sometimes 
every thll~g they JWtS~s is sa-erificed to It, atld t4.i8 evening seoveral of the In· 
dians lost an the .'beads whkh they had \fith them. 1'his lasted for t\tree Murs, 
whtm ~apt9in Otark~ appealing cii~r>()'Soo ttl sleep, the man who had l.een mom: 
frttl!Irtive, a'I'Id 'Who~ name was ()l1"kalah, spl'e-ad two 'flew mats n(>a1' the nt·('. 
GIld ordering his wife to retire to heT own bed, the rest of the company dispersed 
at the same time. Captain Clarke tlu'n JAY dOWll~ hnt the violence Witll whirh 
the fleas attacked him, did not leave his rest unhJ'oken, and he rose, 

Tuesday, JO, early. The moming was doudy, with some ra,n: h(' walked 
out on the sea-shore, and ob~erv€d the Indians walking up and (Iown the cl'fek 
and examining the shore: he was at a. loss to tlnderstand their ohject, till (Jne 
of them ca.me to him and explained that they were in search of fish which had 

been thrown on "hore and left. by the tide, adding in English, "sturg'eon j" 

very good." There is, indeed, every 'reason to AHp~e, that these Clabop!:! (Ie,­
pend for their subsiRtence during the winter, chiefly on ,the fish thns cnqlmtly 
thrown on the coast. After amusing himself t~r some time on the beach; he 
retnrned towards the viliage, and shot Oil his 'way two l1r1l.1\t. As h€ came near 
the village, one of the Indians asked him to shoot a (hH~k about thirty steps 

distant: he did so, and having accidentally Sh6t off' its head, the bird· 'WfiS 

brought to the "ilIage by the Indians, all of whom cam~ ronnd ill astonishment: 
they examined the duck, the mu~ket, and the very small 'bllUet, which were' e. 
lmndl't;d to the pound, and then exclaimed, "Clouch ~usquet, wab, (!6mn1ci_ 

1IiU8qU~: n. good mosquet, do not nndel'lrtl:md this kind of mtiJquetP '~t'Y 

now placed before him their beRt Toots, 1t~h, and sirop, ·after 'Whi'clt 'be atteD'rpteil 

to p\lrtllase 'a sea.lotter skin 'With some ref! beads ·'Whioh he' bftFpeneft 1:'1) hft+e 
about him; bnt they dedlined tralling, as th~ vahl~d D<In~ ~xCept bIt$- ~l\ 
white head,,: ht' therefore bonght nothing but a little berry bread and a. few 

1 



roots in in exchange for nsh.lwoks, and then set ont to retllnl by the same route 
un which he camf'. lIe wu accompanied by Cuskalaa and his brother as far 
M the third creek, and thea proceeded to the camp through a. heavy rain 
'fhe whole party had been occupied during his ah~nce in cutting down tree!; 
t& make huts, and in, hunting. 

Wednesday, 1 J. The rain continued last night and the whole of this day. 
\Ve were, however, all employed in putting up our winter cabins, which we au 
anxious to finish, as several of the men are begilluing to suffer from the exces­
~ive dampness: foar of them have very violent c/lds, one has a dysentery, a 
tllird has tumours on his legs, aud two have been injured by dislocation and 
itrlliniug of their limbs. 

Tliursday, 12. We continued to work in the rain a.t. our hOMes. In th, 
evening there 9.lTived two canoes of Clatsops, among whom was ft, principal 
chief, called Comowool. We gave him a medal, and treat~ his COtnpaniOll~ 
with great attention; after which we began to bargain for a sBlaH sea..otter 
skin. some wappfttoo roots, 811(1 another species of root caUed sbanataq1te. We 
readily }lel'C{;ived that they were close dealers, stickled much for trifles, and 
never closed the bargain until tooy thought they had the advantage. The wnp-
1':1too is dear, a. ... they themselves are obliged to give A. high price fOo, it to the 
Indians abm e. Hlue hc:"ads are the al·tides most in Tcclnest, tllt, white OC'Cupy 
the next place in their IPstimatioll; but they do Hot value much tllOs~ of any 
other colout'. ,Ve succeeded at ias~ in purcha,sillg their whole cargo for a few 
fi!>h-books and a small !>ack of Indian t()oac('o, wIti ... h we had rOO'ceived frOID the 
8hoshonees. rrbe next mOl'Uiug~ 

11~riday, 13th, we tre1l.teo them to a breakfast on elk meat, of which they 
seemed very iOnd, and haying purchased from them two sk.ins of the lQ.Cervm, 
and two t,obelo; made of the sk.ll' of fin animal abGnt the size m a cat, they lett 
us. 'fwo hullte~ ~tumed with the plr8sing intelligence of their having killed 
~ighteea elk aUotat si'X 'ilile~ -ofl". OUI' but.., bC'lJin to rise, for th~Jt it rains aU 
d~y ~-eM\tit1ttte out 1aboo"oI, and are rejoiced ro find that the beaut if til balsam 
pille splits into excellent boal'dft., more than two feet in .idtb. In the eveniJlg 
t.hr-ee lndtQft6 ·came in a canoe with provisious aDd skins fot' sale t at.td spt"Rt the 

• DiJht wi~h us. . 
, Sttnr<iay, 14 •. Again it l'aint"d all day, oot by worlt~ eoostantly 'V\re finished 

the wells of our huts, aud nearly completed a bouse for our provisions. 'fbe 
eonlitftftt ratOJ' haye ~ptetely ~ilef1 OUt' laSt supply of elk; b.t lietwith­
_l}'~ that "llCareel1 • man ha5 beMl tit,.. ~Of' a great nf1lllber .. dnys, the sick 
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are reeovering. FOllr men \Vere despatched to guard the elk whieh were, killed 

yesterday, tiUa Iargt'r party joint'd them. AccordiDgIYt 
Sunday, ]5, eaptain Clarke, with sixteen mt'n Het out iG three cauoes, and 

lJavil1g rowed for three miles up the river, iunlt~d up a lal'ge creek frOlD the 
.right, and after going' three llllles further, landed about the heig,ht of the tide 
water. The men were then despatched in small parties to bring in the elk, 
tach man returning wIth a quartt>r of the animal. In bringing' tbe third awl 
last load, nearly half the men missed theil' way, and did Hot rt:turn tIll afler 
night; five of them indeed Were not aUle to find their way at all~ It IHld been 
cloudy aU day, and in the Hight began to railA, and as we lUlU 110 CO\'cr were oL .. 
liged to .. it up the greater part of the night, for as soon as we lay down the 
rain would come under ns, and compel us to rise. It wa .. indeed a mo~t Ull­

comfortal)le &ituation, but the fi\re ruen who joiuf>..d u.q in the lUornlllg', 
Monday, H~, had been more unlucky,-for III ad(l,tion to the rain which had 

poured down upon them all night., they had no firc, and drenched and cold u 
they were wben they ,'cached us, exhibited a most di~tressmg sight. They had 
left their loads where they ~lept, and some men were sent after them, while 
others were de.,patched aftvr two more elk in another bend of the creek, who 
after taking theHe last on board, J)I'oceeded to our camp. It raineu and hailed 
dUI';ng the day, and a hig'h wind from the iouth~east 1I0t only threw Jown trees 

as we t!t'iSed aIoJlg;, hut made the river 80 l'Ollgh that we pl'Oceeded with great 
l'lsk, We had no\1' the me"dt-hollse eov~d, and aU OlU game carefully bung 
u.p in RmaU pieces. 

Tuei)day, 17. It rained all night, and this morning there WIMl a higb- wind, 
lind hail, as well as rain fell; and 00 the tOll of a mOQntai~Albout teu miles tl) 
the 80uth-east of 88, we observcd SOOle 5UOW. l'h8 great.«tr pan of our stores i. 
wet, and our leathern tent is so rottcn that the slightest tou.ch w.akes l\ J'ent ill,~ 
aMi it wilt now sclll'cely shelter a. sPQt large enollgh for oQur ~ds. We were all 
bul'y in finillLl.lng the in!ridf' of the huts. '!'he--af'ter part of rthe ,day was 0001 and 

fair. Bot this l'tspite was of very short duration, for a.ll·nigilt it eontiDUed/rain­
ing and snowiflg &Iternately,. and in the morniog', 

WedBcsday, 18, we had t4POW aud hailtiUtwelve o'clock ".a.ftc:;t' which.itcban&'drl 
to rain. fl'l~ air now became cool aru:l disag'l'eeable, the wind high a.M\ __ 
settled, He that being thinly dressed in leattler, we w.ere able to,,liQ l!8I'Y' bltlaun 
the houses." 

'I'hunklay, 19. The ratA continued all night ,wita .spurt. -~in~4'l·vw.. J:i~lthe 
morning wao; fair afld the-wind from the south..W.e8t. ,,~tw1tc~Las; we, •• ,our 

only oc('upo.tion 18 to ~ork as diligEmtly:as we can..{)D Dn" hOll'ic8"and/i41 watqh 
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the cllaB~es of the weathf'r, ~U; whicb so much of our c()lllfort lk{'peluh. ":0, 
avuilc(1 ollr"dn's of this glimpse of sun,..sbine~ to send across l\It.:riwethel"s hay 

fur the boards of .a.n. old Indian oouse; hut before the party returned with tbem. 
tile weather dOIlQed~ and we had hail ~ncI rain dur.ing. the rest of the da), Our 
OUt' only visitors were two Iudians, who spent a short time with HI>, 

, J.'l'iday, 20, A ,",ucccsslou of raiH aud hail during' the night, At ten u'd()clt. 

it cleared off for a short tjnlf', but the min I'>oon recommeuced; we now cOH.red 

In' fonr of f)llr hutl>; three Iudians Cluue in a canoe with mats, ,'oots, and 1be 

berries of the sacacomnll~, These people proceed with a dexkrity and finesse in 

their bargains, Vt'Lieh, if they havtl 110t leal'llcd ii'urn their. forcigl •. \ isitors, 
may ~how how nearly allied i,'i the euuIJing of 1:r.1.\ ages to the littlt: arb oftl'8ffic. 

IJ.1hey begin by a~kJllg douhlf' or trehle the value of what they h,n:e to !'>ell, and 

lower their demand in proportion to the grea.ter or k~" degree of ,a "dom' or 
lmow)edge of thE" purchaser, who with all his management is not able to. pro­
Gurc the article for h ~s· than it" real value, which the Indians' pedo('tiy UDder­

stand. Om chief medium of traJt.' consilSts of blue and" hite beads, files with 
which they shal'pen theil' too}"',. tislt-hogkt., and touacco: Lut of all these articles 
blue beads and tobacco are the mo~ esteemed. 

Saturday, 21. As usual it mined all nigbt and continucd, wiUwllt inter.nllssion 

durjllg' the lMlY, One of our Ill'dian visitori was detct:tcd in btealing. a hom 
'1)oon, and tul'll£d out of the camp. We find tbat thu plant called ::;;OlJllllis 
forms an. agreeable mixture with tobacco, .and. we therefore de. .. patch w() men 
to the open lands neal' the ocean, ill order to 1'011<.'ct !-lome of it, while the r~t 

continued theN.- work. 
8aaday, 22. 'n1ere was no interval in the l'uin la."t uight and. t(.\.,Jay; so that 

:t;-e OMU10t. go {)u rapidly witll our buildings. ~Oll\e of the men are indeed 

,lJUi1e .!liek, others have received bl'nises, and ticvCl'al complain. €If biles, \Ve 

di"co\'er t6cJ, tbat purt ~f om' elk meat irs spoiling ill.COusctlllence of the WQl'luth 
&f .. tJwvweatber .. ,ibouga, we ha"e kept up a constant smuk.e. uuder it. 
" ' l\.t.mcl~,. ~ I b.oootinued ,'aiDing the wbole day, widl no ,'a,.ja~iqQ escort 

QCCaSloha! thunder amI hail. 'fwu can~.s of CJut,&uvs cume t~ Wi W·ith. varioLls 
.na:siWos fOl" saIe-;. i we, bougllt thr.ee ruMS and bags, lle~lly made of t1~gs und 

~&, atra,allo·the skin of a J,lanthel' beven. feet long, iududing the tail. E?l' 

~H-t;e(we IBve Si" .• tilDaU, tisbhooks, a W01'U-out tilt", and 8Umo. poulld\ld ti~ 
which had becol.l1e so !tOft and mouldy by exposure, that we could,not U$e it.: 
ij.'il,-bowovB;:highly,priaed:hy ~ llldiall1J of tbiti ~jgbbourhood, Altbough a 
wry .,.r.iabltMLdc.l-clM1 .. ui~nt tOO(\.,.. tbe,roQ<!e Qf CUI·jug seeu,IS known, or at least 

'practiaed •. onl,_ by. th&: Ill.41an5 .n~ar:ttleIJ6i'ea:t Falls, and c:o~ing fMom ~uch n 
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{hstan~e, has an addi.tional value in the eyes of these people, who 3l'e anxious to 
possess some food less precarious than their ordmary 8ubsif"tel1ce. Among thenc 
Clatso\)f, was a second chief to whom We gave 8 llwJttl, and sent tmme pounded 
ihh to Cuscalah, \1,ho could not come to see us~ eo acc:ount ~f siokut'ss. a'hc 
tlt'xt day, 

Tuc&day, 2·J, however, he came in a canoe with his young brother nntl two 
~t{ua.ws. Ha"ing treated captain Clarke so killdly at his' illage we were pleased 
to S{'e him, and he gave us two mats dnd a parcel of I'oots. 'I'hese we accepted, 
as It would ha,'e been offen&ive to ul'cline the offer, but afterwal'ds hvo files were 
demanded in return for the presents, and not Leing ahle to 1'>l'are thosE' articles, 
we restored the mats and roots, C1l8('alah was a. little displeased: in tt.. 
evening, however, he offered each of us one of the squaws, and even this being 
declined, puscatah as well as the whole party of Indians were highly offended: 
the females particularlY,seemed to he mut!h incell~eo. at our indifference about 
their fayours. The whole stock of meat heing now cf)mpletely spoiled, our 
pounded fish became again oUr chief dependence, It had rained constantly all 
day, but we still continued working and at last moved into our hUls. 

Wedlle8day.25. We were awaked at daylig'ht hy a discharge of fil'earms, 
..vhich wa.~ followerl by a song from the men, as a compliment to us on the return 
~f Christmas, which we have always been accmtorned to observe as a dRy of 
rejoicin:. After bt'eakfast we divided our remaining stock of tobacco, which 
aUlO\lnte{l to twelve carrots, into two parts; one of whi('h we distributed among 
such of the party as made use of it, making a present of a handkerchief to the 
others, The remainder of the day was pab!.ed iu gooo. spirits, though there was 
nothing in our Nituation to excite much gaiety. 'l'he rain conoo6d lIS to the 
house, anfl OUr only luxuries in hohour of the seasen, were some poor elk. " 
much spoiled that we ate it tht'ough mere neeessity, a few r~, and $Ome ~~ 
pounded~. Tile Dext day, 

Thursday, 26, ht'ought a continuation of rain, accompanied with th~,ert 
and a high wirJd from the sootll-ett&t. We were therefere still obJi.ged fe ,,_ain 
in our buts, and c~ndeavoured to dry otlr wet articles bet'OI'e the &-e.. 'J'&. fea! 
Wllicb annoyed us ~ar the portage of tIM Gt~t Fat~, have tdIten s.tcb pe-.. 
~ion of 06r clothes, that we are obliged to have a tegulai seaF~ e.er, .,. 
thi'ough our blankets as a Decessary preliminary to sleeping "'.P~. T_ 
animals indeed are so numerous, that they .e &tmost • .,..lattl!t1. to a.e·lnti~. 
~f this .cOlintry. When tbey have ODee obf.:t,i.,d tbe ~8t~t' ,~~,. ,hoo~ ,. ,~, 
Im~sslhlc to ~pcl them, and the Iftdians llave fr~~enttt ~etlt ~.~~ 
which they resort oCe'tiionally ",heD the ~eJlS have "'~>\hrit, ~~ 
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r~sidence intolerab1e ; yet iR spite of these pr~autions, every Indiao is con"tantl y 
attended by mnltitudes of them, and no one comes into our hou~s without 
leaving -behind him S1l'nrms of these tormenting insech. 

Friday 1 27. 1'bc rain did not cease last night, nor the greater part of 'he 
(lay. In the evening we were visited by Comowool, the chiet~ and four men of' 
the Clatfmp nntion, who brought a very tilll(·ly l'Iupply of roots and berries. 
Among these was one called culholDo. rescmbling li(l11orice in size and ta~tf', 

and which they roast like a potatoe; there wa~ also the bllanataque, a ro:>t of 
which they are very fond. It is of a black colonr, ~w('et to the tabte, and is 
prC'pnl'cd for ('ating in a kiln, a1:> the IndIan.;; up the Volumbia dry the pas,ht'('o. 
These as well a<; thr shellwell bl,rries, they yalue highly, but were pf'rfectly 

satih1ied ""th the return \ve made them, cou"isting of a !om all ['ICce of r,11eepskin, 
to wear round the chief's head, a pair of earbobs fo1' hi" son, a smaIt Jfiece of 
bras.;;, and a little ribancl In addition to our old enemies the floea ... , we ol~erved 

two mU"quitoc'S, or iu"ect" &0 compktely l'c&embling them, that we can perceive 
no dlfft'rence in their "hape and appeara.nce. 

8atunla), 2A. Again It rained during the greater part of last night, and 
cOl1tinued all day. Five men wcr·€ sent out to·hunt, and five others despatched 

to the &Nl"id(', each with a larg'~ kettle, in order to begin the manufacture of 
salt. Thl) ronte to the seacoast is about seven miles in length, in a direction 

nearly west. FIve miles of the di"tance i~ through tllick wood varied wtfJh hills, 
ravines and swamp<;, though the land in general possesses a rich black ulould. 
rl'he rema.ining two miles is formed of open waving praIries of sand, with ridges 
running parallel to the river, and covered with green grass. l.'he re ... t of the 

~n 'Were ~u11ployed in making' pickets and gates for our new fort. Althoug'h 

we Mld nd~"n, tile weatJJel' was very warm. 
Sdnday, '29. It rained the whole night, but ceased this morning, and but 

little rain feU in the course of the day; r,till the weather was cloudy and the 
"~~'titgh -trb'm the '~uth-east. 'fhe Clatsop chief and },i!!> party left ~, after 

U~!t'~f~V a great, ~llmber of articles, which, as we could not spare the~, we 
reft1~d'~tcepf;4 razor. \-Ve were employed all day in pid .. etting the fort: ill 
tne:elt@hihlf'a ~ot\ng Wabkiacum chief, witll (our lllen and two women, arl'ived 
\wt!ti ~Me dr~sed elk skin aud wappatbo fOI' sale. We purchased about a 
b~U' anlfi'5''baff of tftOtJle l'Oots' for some red beads,' and small pie<;es of br~ 
~·tlti4 6td ~heck. The chiertGo matte lis a present of half a bushel mol'E', for 

~i~ll ~e 'itBye 41ilb. a meattl/\\na)at Jliec~ ?f Tl banol to tie round his hat. 'fher.c 
r/;Obf' are e'Xtremety grateful': &hl& oftr meat' J1as become spoiled, and w:e were 
~ 'dt1 ptWet.ltnr·1Ire mh«illd~; 'bbt -the chief would not dispose of all) 



1l101'tIl,1 as 'h~ \Vt\!! on his way to traae with the Chrtsop'. '111ey N!maineCl ~ifh 
'\IS however till the next day, 

)Jonday, so, when thpy were joined by fonr more of their collnt~ft ftom 
tbli; 'YahkiaclIlu vilJage. 'These Ia.,t began hy ofl'el'illg- us bOrrle roots; but as 

'we had now lealTH::d that they always expect tbree or four timc5 as mlfCb in re­
turn as the ,real value of the articles, and are even dissatisfied with'tha.t, 1fe 
declined snch dang'cl"Ons rrc'>euh, 'Towal'd& evening the hunters brou~t in 

fOllr elk, and after a long ('ottl'se of abstinence and miserahle diet, we had '3. 

mo,t sUUlptnolls bUl'prl' of dk\; • tongllt'b nnd marrow. Besides this agreel1ble 

"('past, the "tate of the weath£'r bad bren quite cxhilal'ating. It had rftined 
doring' the nig-hf, but in thl' JllOl'llinq', thou~h the high wind continued, we ~n· 
joyed the fairest and most pleasant weather since our arriral; the m.n h~ving 

I'Ihone !\t' intervab. and there being onl,'i,..three showers in the course of the day. 
iBy sun~et we hlrd complpted the fortification, and now announced to the In­
dians that c\'ery day at that hour the gates would be eIosed, and they mttSt 
leave the fort and 110t enter it till sun-ribe. The Wahkia('ums, who had re­
maineu with Uit. and who are ,ery forward in their deportmC'llt, complied VE'ry 

reluctantly with thi.., order; but being excluded from our houses, formed a camp 
ncar u!'t. 

Tuesday,31. A" if it were impossible to have t"'enty-fOUT bours of pleasant 
weather, the sky last (,\fening clouded, and the rain began and continued through 
the day. In the morning there came down two canoes, one frain the Wahkia­
('llDl vinage, the other conta.ined three men and a squaw of the Skit100t nation. 
They lll'ollght wappatoo, and ~hanataque roots, drIed fish, mats made 01 Sags 
and rushes, dre~sed elk lokins. and tobacco; for which, particularly the skin.'i, 
they 3'iked a vcry extravagant price. We purchased some wappatoo, anef a 
li.ttle tobacco, ,'ery much like that we bad ~en among the ShOfChofteeS, put up 
in small neat bags made of rtlshcs. 'J.1hese -we olltained in exd:t9.nge few a few 
articles, amolJg 'ft7hicb fish-hooks are the most f'steemed. One of the Sk1iloots 
'Moug-ht a gOT. wbidl wanted some re}lair, and havin~ put it itl order, we- te­
~ivcd fl'Om him a present of about a peck of wappatoo ; 'W~ then gM7e him a 

pIece of l!Ihcep skill and blue cloth, tn cover the lock, and he "eI'f .tbabkiMly 
<?ft'eted a further present of roots. There is, in fact, an ob¥ieu-, w~y in 
these SkuJoots over the'VahkAaeums, wbo .are iDtnwrive, thif¥i"-~ illper­
tinent. Our ,new regulations, however, and the appea~,."f. "NI1tirlel, 
have improved the behaviour of all OBI' lodie ¥isitoN. ~ >te6 -b '~~ 
,fOft! mtn-set, -even withouf. being ordetfll. 

BefiiMs the fleas, Y:B olgeerve ,a rmmbte· of ~., .. 1iIOtioa ~;..~"'II II es 
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ftDe yet to be seen; snails too, without cove~s, are comn,lOn. On the rivers, and 
along the shoff's of Meriwether's Bay, 31'e many kinds of larg'c water fowls, 
but at this I}cl'iod they are exce,,!>ively wild. The early palt of the night was 
fa~. 

\Veunesday, January 1, 180u, \Ve were awaked at an early hour by .a 
d.isoha~e <»f a volley of small arms, to salute the Hew year. This is the only 
mode of doing honour to the day which om' ~itllatioll permit!>; for though we 
ha.ve reason to be gayer than we were at Christmas, our only dainties are the 
botled elk and wappatoo, (~lllivened by dmughts of pure water. 'Ve were visited 
oy a few Clatsops, who came hy \, ater, hl'iug'mg roots and berries for sale. 

Among tbi!; nation w~ have ob"lC'/'vcd a mall ahout tweuty-Jive year,s o]u t of a 
much ligbtcr eomplexioll than the Indians generally: lw. face was t-'Vt'n freck­
led, and his bail' 10ug', :\l1d of a colour inclining to rod. lie was in·habits and 
IDaUDt::l'~ perfectl), Indian; l.IUI lhongh he did not speak a word of .Ellghsh, he. 
seemed to ulldE:l'l>tand llIure than the other,; of his party; UlHI, .1S we could 
obtain no account of his origin, "e coucluded that one of his parents, at lea&t, 
lUU-rt hu\'e beell completely white. 

'fheJ;e Indians sta.id wit.h us during the nig'ht, and left the fort next morn­

lIIg, 
Tblll'sday, 2, having disposed of their carg'o fOl' fi~bing-hooks and other 

tl'itling al'tlclcs. The hunters broug'ht ill two dk, aud we obtained from the 
tF'np~ Jlllothec. This animal, al> w('ll as the beaver ~l.lld the rackoon, are in 
Jileuty ilea:t: the sea-coast, and alol.lg' the !lIH:lU creeb and rivers as high as 
the Grand Rapids, and ill this country possess au extrcillely good fw·. 

t1'l~ bit-d~ which most strike om attention are the lat'ge as wdl as the small 
·Ql' whiltUtJlg swau, the sandhill crane, the larg'c and small geese, corruo!'ants,. 
hrown awl whit.e brant, duckauinmallard, the canvass and !>eveml other species 
<i duck,... Thecc is also n small crow, the blue crested corvus, and the !Smaller 

~~'"' withea white hrea&t, the little brown wren, a large brown sparrow, the 
b~\jd e~~ and the b~autiful buzzurd of the Columbia. All these wild fowl 
contin..w ~lih us, though they are not ill such numbers as on our first arrival in 

t.biJI ueig~bourhood. 
badAy,'!l. At eleven o'clock we were visited by our tleighhour the }i'i~. or 

~ ~OW~t who is also called Coone, and six Clatsops. Besi~e8 roots ~d 
bett:ies".,. bwu,gh~ for tiale three dogs aud some fresh blubb,el'. Having been 

:to:-lonffo oce-'om,e4 to live on tbe fte:<ih of dog'S, the g~a.ter part of US have 
acquired a fondness fo~' it, and OUl' or~ipal aversioll for it is OVC1'come, by re-

'..6eding·tJat ...... J.e. 'We Ju~d on~~, feoit we w~r6 JatteE, sttpnger, and m 
!3u 
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general, l'UjOyed better JH"alth than at any pt>rlod Minee lellving til(" buffalo MtlIl· 

try eastward of the mountains. 'I'he btul,lwr, which is estN'meu oy the JlIdi~\I1'i 
an €x('('llent food, ha!'o hl'~'n ohtainC'd, they tell n~. from' their neighhours the 

Kil~lInucks, a nat ion" Ito Ii \ e U1I Hw sea-coa~t to the south-east, and neat' ont' 
of whose villag-('s a whale' had recPI1tly 'wen thl'OWll and foundered. l'lu'("c of 

the hunt('l's who had bt't.!ll dp"pntehecl 011 tlt(· 2Hth, rctm'lH::d allont dark; they 

had he('u 6ft('(,11 mil(·s up the riHl' to the ('a~t of us, ,,,hid. fail" into M('ri­

wethcr':-, Bay, and had hunted a considerahle distance to the \clast; hut they 
had npt been able to kill more than a sillgI,' dl't'r, alld a t~'w {(,wIs, 'lcarcely 
sufficient for their subsistence; an 11lcitlellt which teadles liS the' I\('ees<,ity of 

keeping out se\ eral))arties of hunters, ill ol'd('1' to procure a supply agaill"t any 

exigency. 
Saturday L Como"'oolleft liS thi-; n"l1lil\~' with his pal'ty, ltig'hly pleased 

with a presclIt of ull old pail' of s~tin hr('('che';. The huntcr~ were all sent in 

different din·etion..;, and we are now hecotl1ill~ 1U00'p an"Xiou"i f(w their succe'iS 

since our stort' of wappatoo j" all I'xhalhted. 
Sunday, .). 'fH () of the fin' tIIen who had 'wen despatc'hcd to make '\aU re­

turned. They had c:lreflll1y examined the CO'lst, bllt it wa.s not till the f'flh day 

after their d( pal'tlll'(' that tlH'Y disco"\<cl'cd a COllvelliellt !>itnation for their manu­

facture. At length they formed an estahli.,htllcnt nhout fifteen miles south-west 

of the fort, near some scattered houses of the (,lahop and Killamllck nation, 

where they erected a cOlllfortabJ(~ camp, and had killed a stock of provisions, 
The Indians had treated them very kindly, alld made them a p,'psent of the 

blubber of the whale, some of which the Blen broug-ht horne. It wa" white and 

not unlike the fat of pOI'k, thoug-h of a ('oar'iCI' alld more srungy textnre, and on. 
being cooked was found to be tender and palata.ble, and in flavour re .. emhling the 

beaver. The mf'1I ab.o hl'oug-ht with them a gallon of salt, whi~h wns white, 

fine, and very good, but !Jot so strollg- a'i the rock-salt commfll. 10 the western 

parts of the United States. It pl'm e~ to be a most ag-reeahlt, addition to our 

food, amI as tile salt makers can manufacture three or fOI1l' qnarters a day, we 

haH' a pro~pcct of a vcry plentiful supply. 'J'he appeul'al1ce of the whaJe seemed 

to be a matter of importall(,e to all the neighbouring Indians, and as we wight 

be. a;,hle to procure some of it for ourselves, or at least purchase. bluhber from the 

Indians, a sroall parcel of merchandise was prepared, and a party of men held 

in readiness to ~et out in the morning. As 800n as this resolution was known, 

Chabonean and his WIfe requested that they might be permit\*,d to ftccpmpany llS. 

The poor woman l'tated V("'Y earn('~1Ij that she had travelled a great way with 
us to see the great wate,', yet she had never been down to the coast, and now 

t 



• 
that this monstrous fish was also to be seen, it sculled hard that she should not 
be permitted to see lIeither the ocean nor the whalt". 80 reasonah}(' a. "('(luest 

(~onld 1I0t be oenied'; they were therefore ~llfrcl'ed to accompany captam 

Chll'k, who, 
Monday (;, after an early Lreakfa..,t, set ont with t\"t1ve lIIen ill t" 0 calloe~ 

lIe l"roeeedt,d oown tlw Netll) into J\-leriwether Lav, illtt'wliw1' to n'() to the 
" n '"' 

Clatsop 1o~n, and there procure a guidE' throll~h the creek!>, which tht're wns 

reason to believe c\lInmllllicat(~d nul only with tlte bay, but with a small river 

rUlIniug' towaJ'd~ the S('a, J1(';tr where olll' saltmakers were encamped. Before 

however Iw conld l't'ach the Clat ... 0l' VIllage, the hig'h wind f!'Om the north-west 
compelled JllIn to Imt juto a ~Ulall creek. IIe tlwl"d~>1-c re.-.o}vt:a to attempt the 
passagt' withont a guide, and proceeded up thc creek three miles, to :;.ome high 
open lalld where he f(mnrl a road. Hc therE'fol"(' k1't the canoes, and followed 
the path over tQree uct!p Illarsbe~ to a pOilU about a mile loug .. and two hunured 
yards wide. HI:: kept on the left uf this P01l<1, aud at It:llgth camf- to the creek 
which he hu(l crossed on a raft, w h<>n hc had visited Cllscalah's Yillage on the 
ninth of necemher. ITe proceeded down it, till he fuunll a small canoe, fit to 

hold three persons, ill which the whole party crossed the creek. Here they saw 

a herd of elk, amI the men wcre divided ill smull parties, and hunted them till 
:1ftel' clark, "' hen they met again 'at tIle forks of the ri,,"cr. Three of the elk were 
wouuded, out night prcycnted their taking- more than one, which wa.s Ll"Oug-ht to 
the camp, and cooked with SUlue sticks of pine \\ hich had llriftcd down the 
creeks. The weathcl' was hcautiful, the sky d('ar, the moon shone brightly, a 
('ircl1ll1lOtan('e the more ag-reeable, u.., this j~ the tih,t fair evening we ha.ve 

el1jo~'ed fol' two months. 
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ellA I>. XXII. 

A PART\" HEADJI!D BY CAPTAIN CLARKE, GO IN gUEST OF A WHALE DEn'EN ON THt<: 

SHORE OF THE PACIFIC TO OBTAIN SOME. OF 1'H1-: OIL-THEY PASS CLATSOP RIVER, 

WHICH 111 DESCRIBED-THE PERILOUS NATURE OF THIS JAUNT, AND THE (}RANDEUR .. 
OF THE SCENERY, DF.SCRlBED-INDIAN MODE OF EXTRACTING WHAI.E OIL-THE 

LIFE OJ' ONE Of' CArTAI" CJ.ARKf.'s .PARTY PRESERVED BY THE KINDNESS OF AN 

INDIAN WO!\{AN-A ~HOnT ACCOLNT 01' rIlE ClllNNOOKS, OF TIlE CI.ATSOPS, KILI.A­

MUCKS, THE LUCKTOJl.l>, AND AN ENUMERATION OF SlWERAl. OTHER TRIBES-THE 

MANNER OF SEPl'L(,HHE AMONG THE CIUNNOOKS, CLAT!>()PS, &C.-DESClupno'll OF 

THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR AND HUNTING-THEIR 1I10DE OF BUILDPW HOLSE!>­

THEIR MANUFACTURES, AND COOKERY-THEIR MODE OF MAKI1'<G CANOES-THEIR 

GREAT DEXT1RITY IN MANAGING THAT vEHICU:. 

TUESDA.Y,7. 'I'UERE was a frost this morning. 'Ve rOie early, and taking 
eight pounds of flesh, which were all the remains of the elk, proceeded up the 
Mluth fork of the creek. At the distance of two miles we found a pine tree, 
which had been felled by one of our saltmakerl-, and on which we crossed the 
deepest part of thc creek, and waded through the re~t. We then went over an 
open ridgy prairie, three-qual ter(' of a mile, to the sea-heach; after followillg 
whic1. for three miles, we came to the mouth of a beautiful river, wifh a bold, 

rapid current., eighty-five yards wide, and three feet. deep, in its sh:tllowest cros­
..sings. On Its UOI ttl-east bide are the remains of au old Village of CJatsops, inha­
bited by only a &ingle faruily, who appeared miserably poor and dirty. We 

gave a man two fi:-h-hooks, to ferry the party over the rivcr, which, fi'om the 
tnbe on its ?anks, we called Clatsop river. '1.'hc creek, which ... e ha~ passed 

on a tree, approache~ this ri"er within about an hundred yards, anc! by means of 

a portage, supplies a communication with the villages near Point Adams. ~ft~r 
going on" for two miles, we found th~ saltmakers encamped' n~1It' four houses of 

CJ~ aod Killawucks, who, though pOOl·, dirfy, ~nd covered with Heas, 
i 
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st:emed kind and WE'll disposed. We persuaded a young Indian, by a present 
of a fik, and a promise of some other articles, to guide us to the spot where th(' 
whale lay. He led us for two and a half miles over the round slippery stones 
at the foot of a hig'h hill projecting into the spa, and then suddenly stopping,llnd 
uttering thp word peshack Ot' bad, explained by signs that we could no longer 
follow the coast, 1)llt must cross the mountain. 1'his prom:sed to be a mo~t 
laborious undertaking-, for the side is nearly perpendicular, and the top lost in 
clouds. He, however, followed an Indian path which woullfl along as much as 
pOf'!>iblc, but still the a'i('('nt was so steep, that at one place we drew om'selves 
for about :m hundred f('et lly means of bushes and root!'>. At length, after two 
hours labour, we rCllched the top of the mouut:l in, where we looked down with 
3stGuishnwnt on the pi odigious height of ten 01' twch c hundred feet, which we had 
asC'tndt·d. Immeoiately lit low Uf4, in the Htce of thi:. precipice, is a·stratum of 
wl1itc earth, used, as Oul' guide informed ns, a<; a paint hy the neighbouring 
Indium. It oLviou~ly contains argile, and r0scl1tbles the earth of which th~. 
I~rench porcdaine is made, thou~h whether It contains silex or magnesia, or in 
what proportion", we could 110t Obscl've. \Ve were hert' llH't by fourteen Indians, 
loaded with oil and blubbel', the spoils of the whale, which they were carrying 
in very heavy Jmrdl'ns, over this rough mountain. On 1f'8Ving- them, we pro­
cccdeu OVf'r a bad road till night, when we encamped on a small ron: we~ were 
all much fatig'ued, but tllC wl~ather was pleasant, and, for the first time since 
our arrival here, an ('ntire day has pas!)cd without rain. In the morniug, 

Wednesday 8, we set out early and proceeded to the top of the mountain, the 
highest point of whi('h is an open spot facing- the ocean. Jt i" situated aho'lt 
~hirty milt's sontIl-east of cape Disappointmellt, and project!' nearly two and a 
half miles into the sea. Here onc uf tIw mo!'>t delightful views in nature pr~c!lh 
itself. Immediately in ii"ont i!> the ocean, which breaks with fnry on the coast, 
from the rocks of cape Disappointment as far as the eye can discern tu the nortll­
west~ and agaiul'ot d.p highlands and it'f(>gulat' piles of rock which djvcr~ify thE> 
sl}~l'e to the south-east. To this boisterolls scene, the Columbia, with It-; tribl1ttU'Y 
witers, widening into ·bays as it approaches the ocean, and studded on both 
~ides, with'the Chinnook and Clat.sop villag'cs, fomlS a charmitlg contra!>t; while 
imD;lediately beneath our feet, are stretched the rich prajri('~, enlivened by tI~l'ee 
beautiful' streams, Wllich eonduct the eye to small lakes at the foo.t of the h\lb, 
yv estopped tq enjoy Ole romantic view fr~lm thili l)lu.cc, whieh we distinguished 
by ,!he ~~Ille ·of C14uke'<; Point of View, and then followed our guide &wn the 
·m~q.pi~in." The descent was steep amt dut1gerou!1o: in many places the hill side&, 
wl1i~h ~rE;'form~d principally of yrnow day, havp heen tv'asht"d by the late ntH!. 
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311d is now &1ipping into the sea, in large masses of fifty and an hundred acre.~. 
In other parts, the path crosses the rugged perpf'ndicular rocks which overhang 
the sea, into which a fal..,e step would have precipitated ns. The tnonntaini are 
covrred with a very thick gw,\(h of timber, chiefly pine and fir; some of which 
llear Clarke's Point of V jew, perfetily sonml and &olid, rise to the heig'ht of two 
hundred and kn feet, and :wc from eight to twelve in diamett'r. Intermixed ill 
th~ white cedar, or arbor" itre, and a small qU!lutity of black alder, two or three 
feet thick, and !'>i:ll.ty or seventy ill IH'ight. At length we reached a single house. 
the remains of an old Killamuck village, situated amollg some rocks, in a bay 
llnmediately 011 the coast. \Ve j hm continued fOI' two miles along the sand 
beach; and atter crossing a creek, eighty yards in width, near which are five 
cabins, reached the place wherc> the waves had thrown the whale on shore. ';rhe 
animal had bern placed bet" ('en two J(iHamuck yillages, and sueh had been 
their indubtry, that thf'['e now I ('OJ:UIlcd nothmg' more than the skeleton, which 
we found to be Ollt' hundred and 'five feet in length. Captaiu Clarke then re­
turned to the ,illagc uf fiy<, hut", on the creek, to which he gave the name of 
Ecola, or Whale creek. rI'hc natlyes were all busied in boiling the blubuer, in 
a large square trough of wood, by mealls of heated stone!'., and preserving the 
oil, thus extracte(l, in bladder .. and the entrails of the whalc·. The l'efl1<;;f' of the 

blubber, which still contained a pOI'bon of oil, are hung up in large flItches, and 
when wanted for use, are wnrmcd on a wooden spit befoJ'r the fire, and eaten 
either alone, or dipped in oil, or with roots of the rush and shanataque. 'fhese 
KilIa,mucks, thongh tlwy had b"'cat quantities, pa,rted with it reluctantly, and at 
~uch high prices, that our whvJe stock of merchandise was exhal1~ted in the 
purchase of about three hnn,{t'f'd pounds of blubber, and a few gall(')os of oil, 
With these we set ont to return; and having ('rossed Eco1a ('reek, encamped bn 
its bank, where there wab abundance of fine-timber. W <.' were soon joined by 
the men of the vlllage, with \yhom we smoked, and who gave ns aU the infor­
mation tbey possessed. rdatin: to their country. These KiUamucks .ire pal't of 
a much larger nation of the ~ame name, and they now reside chiefly in foolt vil­
lages, each at the entrance of a creek, aU of which fall into a bay on the south­

west ('oast; that at which we now arC', being the most northern, and at the dis .. 
tance of about forty-five miles south-east of Point Adams. 'rile regt 4f the 
lJati~n are s~attered along the coast, and on the banks of a river, '9Ftrich, as" 'We 
found it in their delineations, we called KilJamuck's river, emptying it&elf in the 
same direction. During the salmon season they catch grea) ql1~'ht'ties (1£, 'that, 
fish, in the small cj.'eeks, alld when they faR, ,their chief re!J~ree ~ tbe'st\lp. 
i'ffJft and oth€r fisb stranded along the coast. The elk w'cre very numerous hi 



the' mot1nta,in~, hut they could not procure many of them wIth theIr arrows; a.nd 
theil' principa.l communication with ~trangers, was by metw;.. of the KiHa\llllck 
river, up which they passed to the ~ho('atilcum (or Coll1mbil'l) 10 trade for wap­
patoo roots. In their dress, appearance, and indeed cn:l'y (,lrClIllllo!lancc of life, 

they diffp,l' vt'ry little from the Chinnooks, Clatsops, and otht·J' llatlOlls in the nei!h. 
bouthood. The chief variation we have observed is in the mannel' of lml'ying th("· 
dead; th!! bqdies heing secured in an oblong hox. of phuk, which is placed in an 

open canoe, lying on the ground, with Ii paddle, and other 5111all articl€.s of the 
deceased by his sioe. 

Whilst smoking with the Indians, captaill Clarke wa." surprised ahout tCIl 

o'clock by a loud I'IhriIl outcry (rom the oppo~itc viHag'c; on hearing which, all 
the Indians immediatf>ly started up to cross the ('I'c("k, ::Iud the guide infon~lCd 
him that some one lmd been killed. On examiuat iOll, oue of the lUE'Q was di~­
covered to be absent, and a guard (lcspatched, who IlH·t him crossing the creek 
ill g'l'eat· haf.h'. An Indian belonging to another band, alld who happ('ned to he 
with the Killamucks that evening, had treated ltim wllh milch kindness, and 
walked tWin in arm with bim to a tent wbere our man found a ChiulIoI)k squaw, 
who was all old acquaintance. From the convcl'~ation and manner of the 
!'Itrangel', tbiFi woman discovered that 11is object was to murder the white man, 
for the sa.ke of the few articles on "his person, alld wlltH he rose, and pressed our 

man to go to another tent where they would find something better to eat, sht> 
held l\t'Neal hy the blanket; not kliowin~ her object, he freed himself from her, 

and was going' on with his preteuded friend, '" hl'll she ran out and gave the 
~hriek which brought the men of the village OVtr, anti the stranger ral) off 

before J\'i'Neal knew what had occasioned the alarm . 
• 

Thursday,9. 'l'he morning was fine, the wind fI'om the north-east; <lnd 
having divided one stock of the blubber, we began at Mlllrise to retread our 
steps. in order to J"tc'ach fort Clatsop, at the distance of thirty-five miles. \Ve 
met several pat'ties qf Indians on their way to trade fot" bJulJbel' and oil with 
the KiUam\l4l!kf;; (our rOlltc lay across the same mountains which we had already 
passed) we allfo overtook a party returning from the village, and cou'ld not but 
J'f'gat'd. with astonishment the heavy loads which the women carryover these 
fatigoing aJKI daflgerous path". As o~e of the women was descending a steep 
part of' the· mountain, her load slipped from her back, and she stood holding it, 
by astra,: .with one hand, and with the other snpporting herself l;y a bush: 

captanr...clarke :.f)eiog Deaf her, undertook to repiace the load, and fou,nd it 
ahno • .,fmuth at he could lift, and abov.e one hundred pounds in weight. 
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Loaded a~ they were, they kept pace with us, till we reached the saltmaker&' 
tents, where we passed the night, while they continued their route. 

Friday, 10. We proceeded across ClatfrOp river, to the place where we had 
left our canoes; and a~ the tide was coming 10, immediatf'ly elDbal'ked fot' the 
fall, at which place we arrived about ten o'clock at night. During their ab­
sence, the men had Leen occupied in hunting', and dressing skins, but in tllUi they 
were not WI") succesbfuI, a'> the deer have become scarce, and are indeed, 
seen chiefly near the prairies aud open grounds, along' the coast. rl'his morning, 
however, there came to the forl tweh'e Indians, in a large canoe. They are of 
the Cathlamah uation, our uearest ~lejghbours above, on the south side of the 
river. Tlle tia, or chief, whose name was Shahawacap, having been absent on a 
huuting excursion, as we pasbed his village, had never yet been us, and we there· 
fore &hewed him the h0110urs of onr coun~ry, a.., well as our reuuCt'u finances 
would permit. \Ve illVe~tetl him with a small medal, and received a present of 
Indian toLacco ~IlJ a ba:,kd oC wllppatoo in retul'n, for which we g~lve him a 
small piece of our tobacco, and thread for a fi~hiug net. 'rhe~ had broug'ht dried 
salmon, wappatoo, dog's, and mat!' made of rWlhes and flags: but we bought 
only SOIDe dogs and wappatoo. These Cathlamahs speak the &ame langnagc 
as the Chinnook& and Clatsopll, whom they also resemble in dress and man~ 
ners. 

Saturday, 11.. A party \\ a~ sent ont to bring' ill !:tome elk killed yesterday, 
and several were despatched attcr' our Indian canoe, "hich drifted away last 
night; hut, though the whole ncig'hbourhood was diligently searched, we were 
una?le to find it. '1'his is a seriol1s loss, as she is much superior to our ow.n canoes, 
and so light that four men can carl'Y her readily without fatigue, though she will 
carry from ten to twelve hundred pounds, besides a crew of four. III the 
evening the Cathlamahs left U~, on their way to barter their wappatoo with tbe 
Clatsops, for some blubber anel oil, which these last bave pl'{\cured fr.M the 
Killamucks, in exchange for beads and othel' articles. 

Sunda}, 12. OUt· meat is now becoming scarce; we, theJ'efore, determined 
to jerk it" alltl issue it III small quantities, instead of dividing it among the IOllr 
messes, and leavjng to eadJ the care of jts own provision,s; a l)J~n by-wbich 
l~luch is lost, in cousequence of the improvidence of the men. Two Aanters- had 
,been despatched in the morning, and one of them, Dl·.yer" had before 
evening killed seven elk. We shoQ.ld scarcely be able to .... were it DOUOl" 

the exertions of this mo&t excellent hQllter. The game is -.cae, .and ~ 
is DOW to be seeOi except elk, wluc~ to almost aU the 1IleIl,~ are very di8i~. 



l)e l'">t~nred : but Drewyer, who is the offspring of a Canadian J:t'l'enchman, and 
~n Indian woman, has passed his life in the ~oods, and unites, in a wonderful 
degree, the dextrous aim of the frontier huntsman, with the intuitive sagacity of 
the Indian, in pursuing the faintest tracks through tht> forest. AU our men, 
howevf'r, ha~ nuieed, become so e:-..pert with the rifle, that we are never un~er. 
apprehensions as to food, since, whenever there is game of any kind, we are 
almost certain of procuriug it. 

Monday, 13. Captain LewIs took all the Illen who could be spared, and 

brought in the seven elk, which they had found untouched by the wolves, of wllich 
there are a few in the neighbourhood. The last of the candle,> which we brought 
with us being exhanstefl, we now began to make other,> of elk tallow. "rom all 

that we have seen und learnt of the Chinnooks, we hav(' been induced to estimate 
the nation at about twenty-eight houses, aud four hundred souls. Tlley reside 
chiefly alo1)g the banks of a river, to which we gave the same n;tme; and which, 
l1111ning parallel to the seacoast, waters 'l low country with many stagnant ponds, 
and then empties itself into Haley's bay. The wild fowl of these ponds, and the 
elk and deer of the nei~hbourhood, furnish them with occasional luxuries; but 
their chief suhsil-otence is derived from the salmon and other fish, which are caught 
in the small stream~, hy means of nets and g:gs, or thrown on shore by the 
,iolence of the tide. To these ur~ added some root1't, snch as the wild liquorice, 
which is the most conlIljIon, the shanataque, ancl the wappatoo, brought down the 
river by the traders. _ 

The men are low in stature, rather ngl), ~nd ill made; their Jegs being 
~maU and crooked, theil' feci large, llnd their heads hke those of the women, 
fla.ttened in n·most disgusting manner. 'l'he~e defol'lnities are in pal't concea](·d 
by robes made of sea-ottel', deer, elk, l)('a\'el', or fox sli11"'. They al&o employ 
III their dress, robes of tt.e skIll of a cat pecn1iar to this country, and of another 
au.imal.~of the snme size, whICh i .. light nno durable, aud sold at a high price by 
the Indians. who bring" from above. In addition to the'ie are worn blankets, 
wrappers of I'ed, blue, or spottf'd cloth, and SOI1l<' sailol's' old clothes, which 
were \'.ery~hig1lly prized. The greater part of the men have gUllS, ,}>owder, 

aud/balJ. , 
T.k, ~'I ~ave, in general, handsome faces. but arc fow and disproportjoned~ 

with .mall-feet and. large leg., Bud thighs, occasioned, probably, by strands 'Of 
beads." or vario .... gl, drawn fib tight above the ankles as to prevent the 
c~\) ... of • bl./ilOd. , 'I'h.eir dress, like that or the Wabkiacums, consists of 
aJiht;riJ»be, ;anc.i II tiisue. of cedat· bark. 1'heir hair hangs loosely down the 
r,boulders and back; aud their ears, neck, and "rists arc_ ornamented wIth hllw 
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'eaGa~ A~othe decoration whic~l is very highly prized, oomist& 0( ~ 
fllaee by puncturing the amu} or legs; and on the 4-rill tIf one of the ~_, 
we observed the name of J. Bowman, executt>d in tbe same way. In IlUl~. 
habits, and, in almost every other particular, they ree;emble die Ctatsops, GaAIt­
J~ahs, and ind.eed all the people near the mouth of the Columbia. THey, 
however, seem to ~e inferior to their neighbours in honesty as well u spit'it. N~ 

ill treatment or indignity, on our part, seems to ex-eite any feeling, ~ 
fear; nor, although better prm'ided than their neighbours with arms, have they 
enterprise enough to use them advantageously against the animals of the-tbrest, 
nor offensively against their neighbou1'8; who ow-e their safety more to the 
dIe timidity than the foroearnce of the Chinnooks. We bad heard install'C8S 

of pilfering whilst we were amongst thcDlt and therefore had It general order, 
exclodiDg' them from our encampme'll: S() tbat whenever an Indian ",i8bed to 
vmt 'oS1 he beg-Ml by calling out "No ehinnook •. " It may be probable that 
tlWa first im'We~&ion left a prt>ju4'ite agamt them, since when we wet'e among 
the Clatseps:, and other tribes at'the mouth -of the Ct>lumbia, the Indians had 
leHS oppcntunity of stealing, if they were so disposed. 

Tuesday, 14, we were employt'd in jerking the meat of the elk, and search. 
ing for one of the canoes which had been carried oft' by the tid .. last night. 
Having found it, we DOW had three of them drawn up out of reach of the water, 
a.JJd the other secured by a strong cord, so as to be ready for anyemergenc.v. 

After many inquiries and much observation, we were at length-enableEl to 
obtain a connected view of tile nations, who reside along the coast, on both aides 
of the Colmnhia. 

To the seuth, our personal observation has not exteDdild beyond the Kitta­
mue'ks; but we obtained from thol-e who were acquainted with the &el\ceast, '" 
list of the Indian tribes, in the order in which they succeed $3'Ch utile'). to a 
considerahle durtance. 'fhe mst natullt to the ~uth aN the Clatsops, ilWho 
reside on the southern side of the bay, and along the beacoast, on boih .ides of 
Point Adams. They are represented 88 Yle remains of a much larger u1ljon; 
bot about four years ago, a disorder, to which till then they were stranger., but 
which seems, from their description, to have been the 8maU-po~ des~r1)yed lour 
chiefs, and several hundt'eds of the nation. These are depoalted in _04., a 

few miles below ll8 on the hay, and the ItUl'ViVOr8 do POt n-.ber m.,-e,than'tmr-. 
teen houses, and about two hundred souls. N ext to the.u~u, 'tbe .~t 
coast, is a much large,. nation, the KillamuckJl, who numbCl'fJif*y ,bqa,e,j'tand 
a thousand son18. Tobeir first establishm,nt are the fo..-, ~. Q.t ,Q~","'9"",-ttl 
.ReGIa ort!ek, thirty..j~.ita frQJD Poiet ..A._~~.It"",~~ ."~_ 'f;1e" 
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$Iwt:_re latta; -but the principal town is ~itnated twenty miles lower, at tht 
flDir.ce of'la' oreek., called Nieloe, into the bay, which we designate hy the name 
~'..KiUBJriucl's bay. Into the same bay empties a second creek, five miles further, 
wibel1l II PI' I'-illatm'lCk ,,_Hag-e, called Kilbel"hurst; at two miles a third creek, 
jIJldfa. toarn osHea Kilhemer; nnd at the same distance a town called Cltislt1~c1., 
at/ the .1IIOUUa of K.iUamuck river. rrowerquotton and C/mclin, arc the names 
of·two ot}Jer towns, situated on creeks which empty into the bottom of the huy, 

... last. of which is sev.enty miles ii'om Point Adams. The Killamllck river is 
about olle hundred yards wide, and very rapid j but huving no perpendicular 
fuU, i. tile great a.~nue for trade. There are two small villages of K Illamueks 

settled above its mouth, and the whole trading part of the tribe ascend lt, till by 
a short portage, they t'.arry their canoes over to the Collllnbianvalley, and descend 
the Multnomah' to Wappaloo island. Here they pnrchase roots, which they 
carry doWIl the Cbock,a.lilum or Columbia; and, after trailicking with the 
tribes on its banks for the variQos articles wlJ,ich they rcqutl'e, eitbet­
return Uf) the Colommo., Or cross ~ver through the country of the Clatsops. ThW 
trade, lwwever, is obviously little more than a loose and irregular barter, on a 
ve.ry small scale; fur the materials for commerce are so extremely scanty and 
precarious, that the &trandmg C1f ~ whale wa~ an imp(}ftant commercial incident, 
which interested all the adjoining coontpy. 'l'heKHlamuck!' have little peculiar. 
either in character or manners, and resemble, in almost e\'ery pat,ticular, the 
Clatsops and Chinnooks. 

Adjoining the KiUamucks, and in. a directiun S. S. :E. arB the Lucktons, a 
small tribe inhabitillg the seacoast. 'rhey speak the S,lWC la.llguage as the 
I\i'klltnlCks-, hut do not belong to tile Marne nation. The same observation. ap­
plies ~ the K'8hunkle nation, their immediate neighbours, who are supposed to 

("on8ist'~ ,~b&ut fultr buodred souls. 
~he Liekawis, a still more lIumerous nlltion, who have a large towa of eight 

hun~ sems. 
" 'Tite ¥oukone natioll, who live in .. ery large hou!res, and number seven bun~ 

dred.1s: 
JTtte· N-eckieto- n*ltioa, of the same number of persons. 
Th~ ~ISeah·1rettolt, II SRl8tl tQwn of ODe hundred and fifty souls. 
The Yo1iit~ a trit'J6 ... 110 lwe in .a small tow., containing' bOt more tha.n. eme 

h~dred a-tid1fifty'.&uts, 
~f~fNtl~kI~.''''iofty wJ&o .... llII'ge.tf}wii of 'ninelhuntlNd BOtlls.. 
rp~IKft.tt.~Mtiolrj ()f.fl~lIulldH8"1IMIiGla- eoU.,t.eci into ooe luge.Sown. 
!Wittr 1h~ IkWHntMOD' _dt .. Iau(-~ ,(){ the KiU:uuucks ~ gnd the coast, 
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which then turns towartts the south-west, is occupied by nation~ Wh0fl6 h.n-r 
guag'es vary from that of the Killamuck<i l and from each otber, Of ,theSe, the 

first in order are, 
The Cookoose, :l large nation of one thousand five hundred sonls, inhabit­

ing the shore of the' Pacific and the neighbouring moontainloo, We have seen 
several of this nation, who were taken prisoners by the Clatsops and Kina­
mucks, 'fheir complexion was much fairer than that of the Indians near the 
mouth of tllt' Colulnoia, and their heads were not flattened. Next to the~ 
are, 

The 8halalahs, of whom we know nothing, except their numbers, which are 
compnted at twelvt' hundred souls. Then follow 

'l'he Luckasos, of about the same number, and 
'I'he Haullakalals, whom we estimaie at six hundred sonls. 
This is the extent of the Indian information, and judging, as we can do, 

with considerable a.,('uracy, from' the number of sleeps, or days' journey, the dis­
tance which these tribes occupy along the coast, may be estimated at three hun­
dred and ~ixty mil(>s. 

On the north of the Columbi:l we have akeady seen the Chinnook". of four 
hundred souls~ along the shOl'es of Haley's bay. and the low gt'ouud'l on Chin-
nook river. Their neare~t neighLoUl's to the north-east al'e . 

'fhe KilIaxthokle, a small nation on the coast, of not more than eight 
houses, and a hundred souls. To the~e succeed 

The Chilts, who reside above Point Lewis, and who are estimated at seven 
hundred souls, and thirty-cight houses. Of this nation, we saw, transiently, a. 
few among the Chinnooks, from whom they did not appear to differ, Beyond 
the Chilts we have seen none of the north-west Indians, and all that we learnt, 
consi:,tcd of an enumemtion of their names and numbers. The nations next to 
the Chilts, are 

The Cl:.lmoitomish, of twelve honses, and two hundred and sixty souls. 
The Potol\·shees, of ten hOllses, and two hundred souls. 
The Pailsk~ of ten houses, and two hundred souls. 
The Quinults, of iaixty houses, and one thouMlnd souls. 
The Chillates, of ~ight houses, and one hundred and fifty souls. 
The CaJasthortc, of ten houses, and two hundred souls. -
The Quinnechant, consisting of two thousand souls. 
A particular detail of the characters, manners, and habits.of. the trjbes,. mD~t 

be left to some future adventnrerst who may have more leisUre &lid a better. op. 
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portnnity than we had to accomplish this object. Those who first visit tbe 
ground, can only be expected to furni~h sketcl,es rude and iu,perfect. 

Wednesday, 1':>. '1'wo hunting parti('s intended setting' out this mornillg, 

but they were p"evented by incesbant mill, which confined us all to thf' fort. 
'fhe Chin nooks, Clatsops, aud lllost of the adjoiuiug' nations, dispol'ie of the 

dead in canoes. For this purpose a scaffold is erected, hy fixing pcrpcndicn-' 
Jarl.v in the g-round four long pieceb of split timber. 'fhese are placed two by 
tiwo, jllbt wide enough apart to admit the canoe, and sltfficieutly long to support 
its two extremities. 'fhe boards are connected by a bar of wood run through 
them at the ht'lght of six feet, on which is placed a small canoe, containing 
the body of the deceased, cal'dulJy wrapped in a rohe of dressed skins~ with a 
paddle, and some article!. belong'iug to the deceased, II) his side. O,'er this 
capoe is placed one of a lal'ger !lize, reversed, with its gunwale re!,tiQg on the 
cl·os.~lml·s, !!IO as to cover the bOlly completely. One 01' more large mats of 
l'udlCS or flug'~ an' thclI rolled roulld the canoeil, and the whole secured by cords 
usually made ~)f the bark of the \\hite cedar. On these crossbars are hung' dif­
ferent artidc~ u. clothing. or culinary ntensils. fI'he method practised by the 
Killamucks diBers ~omewhat from this; the body b{·ing deposited in an oblong 
box, of plank, which, with the paddJe, and other articles, is placed in a -canoe, 
resting on the gl·ollud. 'VitJl tbe religious opinion:; of these people we are 
but little acquaiuted, since we understand their language too imperfectly to 
converse on a subject so abstract, bllt it is obvious, from the different deposits 
which they place by their dead, that they beljey~ in a future state of existence.* 

Thursda.y, J6. To-day we finished curing our In€ut. and having now a 
plentiful supply of elk, and I>alt, and OUl' houses dry and comfortuhlc, we wait 
patiently for the moment of resUllling our jou\·ney. 

The iluplements used in hunting, by the Clatsops, Chinnooks, and othet' 
neighbouring nations, are the gun, bow and anow, deadfall, pits, snares, and 
llpears Qr gigs. 'the gullS ate generally old American or British muskets repair­
ed for this tl'ade; and althougb there are some good pieces among them, they 
are con~tantlv out of order, as the Indians have not been suffici('lltly accustomed .-
to arms to understand the management of them. The powder is kept in small 
japanned tin &.sks, in wh\ch the traders sell it; and when the bull or shot fails, . 
they make use of gravel or pieces of metal from their pots, without being sensible 

• This fllct is much too equivocal to warrant an interence so important. These deposits might bave 
been intenae\f fbt not~g ,,"ore thaD the testimonials of surviving afrection. Amongtt thoae sa­
~8~ 'W'heft the ..... lIsge 'Was better uodetstood, it does not ~ppear, that the Indiws int,nded any' 
iIliDg8l01/e bv .uch sacrifices tban 10 teitify their reverence for the dea~.-AMERICAN EDITOR. 
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.... f Ute injury -don~ to their gonR. The. arllltl ate ~rved fOF honting1olli; and 
the f~w deer aud bears in tbiH neigll:bourhood; but 8S they have BO rifles, the,. 
~re not very 8uccesl)ful hunters. Th.e most common weapon is the bow abd 
arrow. with which every man i., pt·ovlded, .men though he carries .. gullt,&ad 

"Mch.is used in every kInd of hmltiug. The how is extrema) aeat, and being" 
~ ery th.in and fiat, pO,!,5,e~ses great elasticity. It if> made of the heart of the wbite 
cedar, ahout two feet and a halfm length, two inches wide at the centre, ",kencf' 
it tapers to the width of balf an inch at the extremIties; and the back is covered" 
with the ~il1ews of elk, fustened on by means of a ghle made from the sturgeon. 
The ~trjllg is forDled of the i>ume sinews. '1l he arrow generally consists of two 
parts; the fir!.tt is about twenty inches long, and formed oflight white pine, with 
the feather at one end, and at the other a circular hole, which receives the llooond 
pa.rt, f<mlled of some harder wood, and about five inclles long, and secured in its .. 
place by means o~' &ineW8. Tile barb is either stone, or elile of iron ex' coppet·, ill 

which latter place, the angle is-more obtuse tban any we have 8~n. If, as 
.sometimes bappens, the arrow 18 fonned of a single ,ieee, the whole is of a more 
durable wood., but the form just described is preferred: because, as much of the 
game consists of wild fowl, on the ponds, It is deSIrable that they should be COl} .. 

l)tructed so as to 6oa4 if they faU 1010 tile water. These arrows arp. kept ill a 
quiver of elk. or young bear skm., opening not at the ends, as the common qui­
vers, but at the sides; whIch, for those woo hunt in caDoes, is much more conve­
nient. These weapons are not, however, \'ery powerful, for Ulaoy of the elk .. we' 
kiD have been wounded with them; and, although the barb with the small end of 
the arrows remain, yet the flesh cl~elJ, and the animal suffers De permanent in· 
JUry. Tho deatlSall. and snare8 are ~ed in taking the wolf, the raroon, and the 
fox, of which there are, however, lJot. ft.w in this e(nmtry. ':file spear or gig' eIIIl" 

ployed in pursuit of the sea-otter, (which tbey caUspact) .. colMlten oUer, 
and !MaTer, consists of two points of barbs, and i8 like thole alftady deseribeti, 
as OtrmmOll among the Indians on tke upper part oftha Oolambia. 'Jlhe.pitwa:re 
c.lritifly fot" thE: elk, and are thereiore usually large ancl dedp cuba of twelva.,or. 
fourteen feet lD depth, and are made by the s.de of SODle faMen tree lyiflrg ~NU 
the patb fl'equented by the elk. 'l'hey are oovered.<with slender ,*,gbs. and DlcMl8~ 
and tbe elk either SUlk .. into it as he approaches iM tree, or, 10 '.apiMg .. wrtthe' 
tr~e, falls iDtD. trhe pit 0n the other side. 

Friday 17. Comowool and seveaotber ClatsePfSpeM tbeday'With .. • Ud 
made us a (lreicnt of . .tiOQ)4 roots and ber,riea, and iu reW'- \\'e,gtWff hiID" u\t~ 
and:some tbrea4wAieb,.he wanted for .dJe p1IIpCi8e ',of. mal"'~IlI"k >!W .. lW8IW 

notaWeJopW'cba:ie aD.!,more'oOi ".~~thepft"j~_~ 
1 
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aur -exhausted stock of merchlmdise. One of the Indiauji wa'S dressed in thtefr 
very elegant skins of the sea-otter: for theRe we were very desIrous of trafficking :' 
but he refused every exchange except that of blue beads, of which he afiked 
$il( fathom for each skin, and as we had only four fathom Jeft, he wO\'lld not accept. 
for the l1efllaining two, either a knife, or any quantity of beads of ftnottler 
sort. • 

In fishing, the ClatsoJ>s, Chinnooks and other nations near this pI3(!€' employ 
tb~ common straight net, the scooping or dipping" net with a long handle, the gig, 
and the hook amI line. The fir'st is of different lengths and depths, a·nd used in 
t~kjog salmon, carr, and b'ont, in the deep inlets among the marshy grounds, 
n.nd the mouths of deep creeks. '!'he scooping net is ust>d for small fish in the 
spring and summer spa.'lon; and in both kinds the net is formed of SIlk gras.t;, ot" 
the batk of white cedar. '}'he gig iH used at all sea~ons, and for all kittds of fish 
they can procure with it; so too is the hook and hne, of which the line is made of 
the same material as the net, and the hook generally broll'g'ht by the traders; 
though before the whites came, they made hooks out of two small pieces of bone, 
resembling the European hook, but with a much more acute augle, where the 
two pieces were joined. 

Saturday, 18. We were all occupied in dre§ing skins, and preparing olothes 
foroul' journey homewards. Th~ houses in this neighbourhood are aU large: 
wooden buildings, 'Varying in length from twenty to sixty feet, and from fourteen 
to twenty ill width. They are com.tructcd in the f"Ollowing manner. Two posts 
of split timber or more, agreeal)iy to the number of partitiolls, are sunk in the 
ground~ above whieh they rise to the height of fourteen 01' ~ighteen tOOt. Ther 
a~ hbllowed at the top. so as to recei\'e the eoos of a rQUBO beam. er pole,­
s~lUJ\girom..<me to. the other, and forming the upper point oi the .roof fO!'ltila" 

wlKdtt e.'dft* of the building. On each side of this rang-e is placed another .. -
whicb fflillms tbe. eaves Qf the house, and is about five feet high; but as the bQikl~ , 
ing is nftemsiink .tolihe depth of foUl' 01' five feet, the eaves come very near tbe 
stn:ftlce D£ theJ6fU'th.. Smaller pieces of timber are now extended 'by pall'S. in the 
forQl of l)Pitets,·from the lower to the upper beam, where they are attached at 
both .llt\~ \Vith. coMS of gooar bark. On these raftert<t two or ~hree ranges of 
smalhpole!t. "'" pI"ced.hod~ontally, ,and secured in the saIne way with strings of 
cedar bark. The sides are now made with a range of wh~e boar ods, sunk" a 
sm.n di.MJ,~intQttbe gDO\1~ -.,itlfehe. Opper ends projecting abo~e the pciles 
ail lhetM.'Y.i ",.tU~h theyj\re·s~ed.by, a:lJeam passiag outside', parallel with 
thele"" ... ,.ne8,.u •• lt~ ~:!1!otOs j){) ~rJJli:rk passing through holes made in the' 
~}t& ~".i,"anet$idj ~hol~ enMs and parti~ions are fIXmed in the 
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~a.UlC way;lleing fa~tencd by beams on the outside, pal'nllel to the raftCl's, Th~ 
roof is then covered with a double' range of thin boal'dlO, except an al)ertnrc of 

two 0\' three feet in the centre, for the smoke to pu.!>s through" The entrance is 
by a small hole, cut Ollt of t,he boards, and just large enough to ~dmit the bod~. 
Tilt vCl'y larg-c .. t hot1~es only are divided by partitions, for though three or four 
families reside ill the same room, there i~ qllite space enough for all of them, III 
the centre of each room is a space I'>ix or cig'ht fect square, sunk to the dqlth of 
twelve illchel> below the re.,t of the flour, and enclo~ed by four piect's of square 

timber, 1I<>l"e they rual ... c the fire, f()l' which pUl'po .. e pine hark is gellcrally pr~­
fl'l'l'cd, Around this fircplace, lllats arc Sf/read, and ~Cl'VC a ... scats during- the 

day, aud Yery frequently as heds at nig'ht; there is howl'ver a more permanellt 
hed made, by fixing. iu two or sometimcs threc sidc), of the room, posts reaching 
from the roof down to the grouud, and at the Ji.,tancc of four ff'et flom the wall. 
From these posts to the wall itsdf, one n\' two l'anges of boarus arc placed so a> 
to form shelves, on which they,either slc~p, or ",here they ~tow away their 
various at,tiel,,!'! of merchandise, ffhe uncured fish is hung in the ~lDoke of their 

fires, as i., also the fic<.;h of the elk, when they are fortunate enong'h to procure 
any, which i!o> hut rarely, 

Sunday, 20, '1'hil'> Illoming' we sent ont two parties of hunters in di.ifel'el1t 
dil'eClion~· Soon atter we wcr" visited by two CI,lbop mell and a woman, who 
brought several articles to tra(le: we pUt'chased a small qU<lutity of train oil for 
a pair of hrass arlDhalld~, and sllcceedeu in ohtailling' a sea-otter skin, for which 
we g'ave OUt· only remaining fOUl' fathom~ of hlue beads, the same quantity of 
white ones, and a knife: we gave a ti~h-honk ~ho in exchange for one of ,their 
llats, 'rhese are made of cedar-hark and hear-gTass, interwoven together ijl ~he 
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form of an European hat, with a smalI brim of about two inches, and ~ hig';4 
crown, widening upwardl>, 'rhey are lig'ht, ornamented with various coloun 
and figul'es, and (wing' Blar1y water-proof, are much lIJore durab]p than either 
chip ()\' ~traw llats, 'rhese Imts fOl'm a small article of traffic with tlJc wl1ites. 
and the Illam.factllre is OIlC of the 1)est exertions of Indian iudnsb'y, 'fhey al'~J 
however, very dexterou~ ill making a. variety of donw',tic utell~ils, among ~;icb 
are bowls, spoons, :.kcwcrs, spits, and baskets. '1'he bow~ 01' trough is Qf dif­
ferent shapes, sometimcs rOlIlld, semicircular, in the form of a ca,po'~, 01' cubic, 
and generally dug Ollt of a single piece of wood, the larger ves~ls having- boles 
ill the sides by way of hal~dle, and all executed with g-reat neatness, in thes~ 
vessels thf)Y Loil theil' food, hy throwing hot stones into the wat~rJ a~d extr~ct 
oil from different animals in the same way, Spoons ar~ Hot VI'Y·;lLnn~f.!fltJ u~r 
.is there~~ny thing remarkahle in their shape, except t~at the~ ~r~,.laf,ge,j\9d .~~ 



bowl broad. Meat is roasted on one end of ~ sharp skewer, placed erect before 
the fire, with the other fixed in the ground. The spit for fish is !)plit at the top 
into two parts, between which the fish is placed, cut open, with its sides ex­
tended by means of liImnll splinters. The usnal plate i~ a small mat of rnshf'j or 
flags, on which every thing is scrve(l. The instrument with which they dig up 
roots, is a strong st.ick, about three feet and a half long, sharpened and a little 
curved at the lower end, while the upper is inserted into a handle, standing 
traDlwersely, and made of part of an elk or buck's horn. nllt the most curious 
workmanship is that of the basket. It is formed of cedar-bark and hear-grass, .0 closely interwoven, that it is water-tight, without the aid of either gum or 
resJIl. 'fhe form is generally conic, or rather th£' s<'gment of a cone, of which 
the smaller end is the bottom of the basket; and being- made of all sizE'~, from 
that of the smallest cup to the capacity of five or six gallons, answers the double 
purpose of a covering for the head or to contain water. Some of them arc 
highly ornamented with strands of bear-grass, woven into figmes of various 
colours, which require great labour; yet they are made very expeditiously and 
sold for a triAe. It is for the construction of these baskets, that the bear-grass 
forms an article of considerable traffic. It grows only near the snowy region 
of the high mountains, and the. blade, which is two feet long and about three-­
eighths of an inch wide, is smooth, strong and pliant; the young blades parti­
cularly, from their not being exposed to the sun and ail', have an appearance of 
great neatness, and are generally preferred. Other hags aud baskets, not water. 
proof, are made of cedar-bark, silk-grass, rnshes, flags, and common coarse 
sedge, for the use of families. In the manufactures, as ""c]) as in the ordinary 
work of the housE', the instrument most in use is a knife, or rathl:"f a dagger. 
The handle of it is small, and has a strong loop of twine for the thumh, to 11!'P­

vellt its being wrested from the han<l. On cach side is a blade, douhle-edged 
and pointed; the longer from nine to ten inches, the shorter from foul' to five. 
'rhis knife is ('arried about habitually in the hand, sometimes exposed, but mostly 
when in company with strangers, put under the robe. 

Monday, 20. We were visited by three Clatsops, who came merely for the 
purpose of smoking and conversing with us. 'Ve have now only three da),s' 
provision, yet so accustomed have the lllen become to live sparingly, and (ast 
occasionally, that such a circumstance excites no concern, as we all.calculate on. 
our dexterity as bunters. 

The industry of the Indians is not confined to household utensils: 
the great proof of' their skill is the constrnction of their canoes. In a conn~ 
b.'y, . indeed, where so much of the intercourse between different tribes i. 
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carried on by watel', the mgclluity, of the people would natm'ally direct itself 
to the improvement of (,!1I10e~, which would gradually become, from a mere 

safe conveyance, au elegallt O/"l1amcut. \V" have accordingly seen, on the 
Col~mbia, canoes of llIany fOl'U1f;, lwginning with the simple boats near the 
14,lonntains, to those mon' hig'hly dpcorated, because more useful nearer the 
mouth of the Cohunhia. Ueluw the grand cataract there are four forum of 
canoes: the fil'~t and bUlallt'~t i~ ahout fifteen fret long, and calculated for one 
01' two pCl'bOns: it is, jmked, hy 110 means n:markable in its structure, and is 
dlietJy t'lllploj cd ~'.v the Cathlumahs and Wahkiacums among the marshy 
iblamls. The sccollli l~ from twenty to thirty-five feet long, about two and a.. 
half 01' three feet ill the beam, and two feet in the hold, It is chiefly remarkable 
in haviug the bowsprit, "hich rises to some heig'ht above the bow, form~ by 
tapel'ing gradually from tllC sides into a.sharp point. Canoes of this shape are 

, comUlOn to all tht: uation~ helow the gmnd rapids. 
But the canoes most uSt'd by -tilt' (' olumbia lndiar.s, from the Chilluckitte. 

quaws inclllsive, to tI\(' ocean, are allout thirty or thirty-five feet long. The 
bow, which looh more like til<' stern of our hoats, is higher than the other end, 
and is ornamented WIth a sort of como, an inch in thickness, cut out of ~ he same 
log which forml! the canot', and extending nine or eleven incbefi from tne bow­
nprit to the bottom of the boat. 'rhe swru is n~arly rounded ofr, and gradually 
ascends to a point. Thi ... canoe is very light aud convenient; for though it will, 
contain t<:'ll or twelve persons, it may be carried with g-rcat ease hy foul'. 

The fourth and large~t ~pecie~ of canoe we did not meet till we reached 
tide-water, near the grand rapid:. below, in which place they are found among all 
tht' nations, especially the Killamucks, and others residing on the 1'.eacoast. 'J:her 
are upwards of fifty f('('1. long, and wi.ll carry from eight to ten thousand pounds' 
weight, or from twenty to thirt} persons, Like all the canoes we have men­
tioned, they are cut out of a slIlgle trunk of a tree, which is generally white, 
cedar, thongh the fir I'> t.ornctilUf'S used. The sides are secured by cro~-barR, 

or round ~ti('k", two or three jnches in thickness, which are inserted throughl 
holt-s madt' Ju~t htlov" the gunwale, and made fast WIth cOl'ds. 'fhe upper edge 
of the gunwalc Itsdf i" about five-eighths of an inch thick, and foUl', or five in 
Lreadth, and folds outward~, so as to form a kind of rim. which prevents the 
watcr from beating' lIlto the boat. 'rhe bow and stern are· about the same 
height, and ~ach proy idcd with a comb. reaching to the bottom of the boat. At 
each end, also, al'e pede~talsJ formed of the same solid pieoe, "on which are 
placed strange grotesque figures of, men or animals, rising sometimes to th4" 
height of five feet, ~ndccomposed of small pieces of wood, firmly united, with 



great ingenuity, by inlaying and mortising, ,without a spike of any kmd. The 
paddle is usually from fOUl' feet and a half to five feet in leng-th; the handle 
being thick for one-third of its length, when it widens, and i~ hollowed and 
thinned on each side of the centre, which forms a sort of rio. Whell they Im­
bark, one Indian sits in the stern, and 3teers with a paddle, the others kneel ill 
pairs in the bottom of the canoe, and sitting on their heels, paddle over the gun­
wale next to them. In this way they ride with perfect safety the highest waves, 
and venture without the ]ea~t conce!'ll in seas, where other boats or seamen 
could not live an instant. They sit (luietly and paddle, with no other move­
ment; except, when any large wave throws the boat on her side, and, to the 
eye of a spectator, she seems lost: the man to windward then steadies her by 
thl'Owing his body towards the upper side, and sinkin~" his paddle depp into the 
wave, appears to catch the water and fOl'ce it under the boat, whiclt, the same 
stroke pushes on with gl'eat velocit.y. In the management of these canoes the 
women are equally expert with the men; for in the smallt'I' boats, which contain 
four oarsmen, the helm is generally g"iven to the female. As soon as they land, 
the canoe is generally hauled on shore, unless bhe he very heavily laden; but at 
night the load is universally discharged, and the canoe brought on shore. 

Our admiration of their skill ,in these curious constrl1ctjon~ was increased by 
observing the very inadequate implements with which they are made. These 
Indians possess very few axes, and the only tool employed in their building,. 
from felling of the tree to the delicate workmanship of the images, is a chisel 
made of an old file, about an inch and a half m -vvirlth. Even of this, too, they 
have not yet learnt the manag'ement, for the chisel is somdirnes fixed in a Jarge 
block of wood, and being" held in the right hand, the block is pushp.d with the 
I;ft without the aid of a mallet. But under all these disadvantages, these canoes, 
which one would suppose to be the work of years, are made in a few weeks. A 
canee, however, is very highly prized: in traffic, it is an article of the greatest 
value, except a wife, which is of equal consideration; so that a lover generally 
gives a canoe to the father in excbange for hIS daughter, 



CHAP. XXIII. 

AN ACCOtz.NT OF THE ctATSOPS. KILLAMU~S, OHINNOOKS AND CATHLAMAHS-THBllt 

llNVORM CUSTOM OF FLATTENING THE FOREHEAD-THE DRESS OF TH~SE SAVAGES, 

AND THEIR ORNAMENTS, liESCIUBED-THE LICENSED PROSTITUTION OF THE WOMEN, 

MARRIED AND UNMARRH.D, OF WHI("H A LUDI("ROUS INSTANCE IS UIVEN-THE CHA. 

!tA("TER OF THEIR DISEASES-THE COMMON OPINION, THAT THE TREATMENT OF WOMEN 

IS THE IM'ANDARD BY WHIf'H THE VIRTUES OF AN INDIAN MAY BE KNOWN, COMBATTED, 

AND DISPROVED BY EXAMPLES-THE RESPECT ENTERTAINED BY THFSE INDlANl> FOR 

OLD AGE, COMPARED WITH THE DI1'FERhNT CO!lcDVCT OF THOSE NATIONS WHO SUB'SIST 

BY THE CHASE-THEIR MODE OF GOVERNMENT-THEIR IG~OlUNCE OF ARDENT 

SPIRITS, AND THEIR FONDNESS FOR GAMBLING-THEIR DEXTERITY IN TRA.FFlC-IN 

WHAT ARTICLES THEIR TRAFFIC (,ONSISTS-TllEIR EXTRAORDINARY ATTACIlME!'.T TO 

BLUE BEADS, WHICH FORMS THEIR CJRCULATING MEDIUM. 

TUESDAY,21. Two of the hunters came back With three elk, which form a 
timely addition to our stock of provisions. The Indian visitors left us at tweJv~ 
o'clock. 

The KillaD1ncks, Clatsops, Chinnooks, and Cathlamahs, the four nelgh­
t,otl'nng nations with whom we have haa most intercourse, preserve ao general 
resemblant-(' in person, dress, and manners. They are commonly of a diminu­
tive statUl'e, badly shaped, and their appearance by no means prepos~essjng. 

'They have broad tbick flat. feet, thick ankles, and crooked leg!.: the last of 
whicb deformities is to be ascribed, in part, to the universal practice of squatting, 
or sitting on the calves of their legs and heels, and also to the tJght bandages of 
beads and ~trings worn round the ankles, by the women, 'which' prevent the 
circulation or the blood, and render the legs, of the females; parti'~ular{y, ill 
.. haped and swollen. ';fhe complexion is the usual copper co!oute\rhiown of tb~ 

1 



North Amer"ican tribes, though the compJe}ion is rather ltg'hter than that of 
the Indians of the Missouri, and the frontier of the U nited ~tates: th~ mouth 1S 
wide and the lips thick; the nose of a moderate size, flesh)l, wide at the cxtr .. -
mities, with large nostrils, and generally low betwf'en the {'yes, though thcre .are 
rare iusta.nces of high aquiline noses; the eyes are generally black, though we. 
occasionally see them of a dark yellowish brown, with a black pupil. Bnt d·c 
most distinguishing palt of tI}f~ir physiognomy, is the peculiar flatness amI width 
of their forehead, a peculiarity which they owe to one of those Cl1stoms by \\ hi{'h 
nature is sacrificed to fantastic idea:. of beauty. The custom, indeed, (If flatten­
ing the head by artificial prei'l<.;ure during infancy, prevail., among all the nations 
we have seen we~t of the Rocky mountains. 'fo the east uf that barrier, the 
fashion is so perfectly unkllown, that there the western ] nJians, with the excep­
tion of the Alliatan or ~uake nation, are designated by the common name of 
Flatheads. 'fhis singular usage, which nature could Nearcely. seem to suggest 
to remote nations, mig'ht perhaps incline us to believe in the common and not 

very ancient origin of al1 the western nations. ~lIch au opinion might well 
accommodate itself with the fact, that while on the lower parts of t.hl' Columbia, 
both sexes are uniVel'SllJiy flatheads, the custom diminishe~ in receding' east­
ward, fl'om the common centre of the infection, till among the rellJoter tribes 
near the mountains, 'ftaturc rccov'ers her rights, and the wasted folly is confined 
to a few females. Such opinions, however, al'e corr{'cted or weakened hy con ... 
sidering that the flattening of the head is not, in fact, peculiar to that part of 
the continent, since it was among the first objtct'l which struck the attention of 
Columbus. 

But wherever it may have begnn, the practice is now universal ~mong these 
';ations. Soon after the birth of hel' child, the mother, anxiuus to procure {Ot· 

her infant the recommendation of a broad forehead, places it in the comprpssing 
machine, where it is kept for ten or twelve months; tbough the females remain 
longer than the hoys. The operation is so gradual, that it is not att(>nded with 
pain ~ but the impr~ssion is deep and permanent. 'l'he hf'acls of the chilJren, 
when they are rel~ased from the bandage. are not more than two inches thick. 
abont the p,pper edge of the forehead, and still thinner above: nor with all it~. 
efforts can l1~ture ever relotore its shape; the heads of grown persons being often 
in a str~igh~ line from the nos~ to the top of the forehead. • 

The hoir of hoth sexes is parted at the top of the head, and thence falls 
~oosely behind the ,~~rs, c:)Vel' t~~ back and shoulders. They use combs, of which 
they are '.very fond. and, indeed, contrive }Vithout the aid of them, to keep their 
llair in very good order. The dress of the man consists 9f :,\. Ama.ll robe, reachi ng 
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• 10 the middle of the thight tied !)y a foih'ing across the breast, with its corners 

hanging loosely over theil' arms. rrhese robes are, in general. composed of the 
skins of a small animal, which we have snppose.l to he the brown mungo. They 
have, besides, those of the tiger. cat, deer, ptllltber, bear, and elk, which last is 
p,riI:cipaUy used in war parties. Sometimes they have a blanket woven with 
the fingers, fl'om the wool of their native sheep; occasionally a mal is thrown 
over them to keep otr rain; hut except this robe, they have no other article of 
clothing- dUl"ing- winter or summer, r,o that every part of the body, but the hack 
and shoulders, is exposed to view. They are very fond of the dress of the whites, 
whom they call pashisheooks or clothmen; and whene\'C1' they can procure any 
clothes, wear them in our manner: the only article, indeed, whieh we have not 
.,een alllong them is the shot'. 

The robe of the women is like that worn by the men, exeept that it does not -_ reach below the wal~t. Those most esteemed are made of strips of sea-otter 
:-.kiu, which heillg' tWIstt'ft nre 'interwoven with silk-gra'>s, or the bark of the 
white cedar. in such a manner that the fur appears equally on both sides, so as 
to form a soft and warm covering. 'file skillS of the racoon or beaver are also 
employed in the '>ame way, though on other occasions these skins art' simply 
dressed in the hair, aud worn \\ithout further preparation. l'he garment which 
covers the body frolll the waist as low as the knee before and the thigh behind, 
1~ the tissue already described, and is made either of the bruised bark of white 
cedar, the twisted cords of silk-grass, or of flags and rushes. Neither leggings 
nor moccasins are ever used, the mildness of the climate not requiring them as a 
security from the weather, and theil' being so much in the water rendering them 
an incumbrance. The only covering for the head is a hat made of bear-grass, 
and the bark of cedar, interwoven in a ('onic form, with a knob of the same shap~ 
at the top. It has no hrim, but is held on the head by a string passing under the 
chin, and tied to a small rim inside of the hat. l'he colours are generally black 
and ,white only, and these are made into squarp.f;, tl'jangles, and sometimes rude 
figures of callDeS and seamen harpooning whales. 'rhis is all the usual dress of 
females; hut it the weather be unusually severe, they add a vest formed of skins 
like the robe, ti<.>tl Iwhilld, without any shoulder-straps to keep it up(, As th;s 
vest (:'Ovel'S the body from the armpits to the waist, it conceals the breasts, but, 
Oll all other occasioll~ they are suffered to remain loose and expo!ed, and present, 
in old women et;pecially, It mObt disgusting appearance. 

Sometimes, thoug-h not often, they mark their ~kins hy pun~turing and inl. 
troducing some r,01011red matter: this ornament is chiefly conh1ted to the won.eD~ 
who imprint on their. legs and anns, circular or parallel dots. -0&1 the a11m ef 
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one of tlie squaws we read the uaUle of .J. Bowman, apparently a {radel' who 

visits the mouth of the Columbia. 'fhe favourite decoration however of both 

seXtlS, Hl'e the common coarse hlue or white beads, which are folded Hry tightly 

rOLllld their wrists and ankles, to the width of three Ot' four inches, ulld WOI'II in 

lal'g e loose rolls ronnd the neck, or in the l'ihape of eur-rings, or han~'ing' ftom 
the nose, whlClt 1:Ist mode ilj peculiar to the men, ,}'hcl'e is ul!ooo a "pecies of 
wampum very much in u~e, which sl'ems to be worn in it" natural form without 

any preparation, Its shape is a (:One somewhat clIl'ved, ahout the bize of It 

I':n en's quill at the base, and tapering to a point, its whole length hemg from 

one to two and a half inches, and white, smooth, hard, and thin, A smull 
thread is passefl through it, and the wampum is either suspended from the HOSt', 

01' passed tlll'Ollgl1 th,! carlilage horizontally, and fOl'mr-. a ring', frol1l whicil oibel' 

oruumcuis hallg. This wampum is employed in tllf' same \\:l)' U" tlw heads, 
lJut is the t~lvouritc decoration fOf the noses of tll(> nwn, The men also use 

collars made of hears' claw:-, the WOll\en and children tho<;{' of db tusks, aud 

both sexes are adorned with bracf'lett-. of {'oppel', il'OIl, or brass, in valious 
t;mns, 

Yet all these deCOI"ations are 111lavailing to ('ol1ccal the deformities of lIature 

and the extravagance of fashion; nor hu,-c we seon any more disgnsting O~;t'ct 
dum a Chinnook 01' Clatsop be.lnty in fnfl attire, Theil' broad flat fjwclwuds, 

their falli.ng brea~ts, 1heit'ill-shapHl limhs. the awkwanlner-.., of their positions, 

and the filth which intrudes thl'vu;;h their finery; all these I'euoet' a Chinnook 

or Clatsop beauty in full attire, olle of the 111O,t disgustiug' objects in nature. 

Fortunately this cil'('umstance cOllspired with the low diet alld labo/'ion" exer· 
else of OUf men, to protect them li'OlIl the pel'severing gallantl'Y \,f the fair sex, 

Whose kinaness alwa) s exceeded the ol'diur.ry cOlll'te~ics uf hospitality. Among' 

these people, as indeed among all lndians, the prostitntion of unmarried wo­

mon is so far from beiug ('onsidered crimiual 01' improper, that the females, 

thcrm;elves solicit the favours of the other sex, with the entire approbation of 

their fl'iends and connexions. 'l'he perlion is in fact often the only property of 
a young f~ale, and is therefore the mediulll of tra<1(" the ,'cturn for presents, 

;Iijld the reward for services. In most cases, howevE'l', the female is 5>0 lUuch at 

the disposal of her husband 01' parent, that she i~ fanned out fOl' hire. The 
Chinnook woman, who bl'oug'ht her six female relations to our camp, had J'e:­

gular l)rices, proportioned to the beauty of each female; and among all the 

tribes. a man w.illlend his wife Ol" daughter for a f.sh-hook or a strand of beads. 

'1'0 decline an o:i'er of this sort is indeed tc! disparag'e the charms of the lady, 

ancl therefore giv-es Stlch-oft'ence, tha.t altbough we had oC,cas\onally to trtlat the 



Indians w\th rigour, nothing seemed to irritate both sexes more than our relu .. ) 
to accept the favours of the females. On One occasion we were amllsed by Q 

Clatsop, who having been cured of some dl4iorder by our medical skill, brought 
his sister as a reward for our kindness. The young lady was quite anxious to 
jOi\l in this expression of her brother's gratitude, and mortified that we did not 
'avail oUl'sehes of it, she coultl not be prevailed on to leave tht! fort, but rt'mained 
with Chabonean's wife, in the ne~t room to ours, for two or three days, declining 
ali the solicitations of the men, till finding, at lafo!t, that we did not relent, sb(j 
went away, regl'etting that her brother's obligations were unpaid. 

The little intercourse which the mell ha.ve had with these women is, how­
ever, sufficient to apprise us of the pre,'alence of the venereal disease, with 
whi!!h one or two of the party had been so much afllictetl, as to render a sali­
vation ne~essary. The infection in these C.H,es was communicated. by the Chin­
nook women. The others do not appear to be afilicted. with it to any extent: 
indeed, notwithstanding this disordcI' is certainly known to the Indians on tlw 
Colnmbia, yet the Ilurnbt:l' of infected persons is very inconsiderable. The ex­
istence of sueh a disorder is very ca.,ily detected, pal'ticularly in the men, jn 
their open stJle of dress; yet in the whole route doV\n the Columbia, we have 
not seen more than two or three cases of gonorrbrea, and about double that 
number of lues venerca, There do not seem to be any simples which are 
used as specifics in this disorder, 1101' is a complete cllI'e ever effected. When 
once a patient is seized, the disorder euds with his life only; though from the 
simplicity of their diet, and the use of certain vegetables, they support it for 
many years with but little IHconvenience, and even enjoy toleraole health; yet 
their life is always abridged by decrepitude or premature old age. The Indians. 
who al'e mostly successful in treating this disorder, are the Chippeways. Their 
speciDc~ are the root of the lobdia. and that of a species of sumac, common to 
the United l;tates, the neig'hbourhood of the Rocky mountains., lmd t,9 the COUll­

trieR westward, and which is rea.dily distinguished by being the smaUett of its 
kind, and b!, its winged rib, or (.'Ommon footstalk, supporting leaves oppositely 
pinnate. Deeoctions of the roots are used very freely, without any limitation, 
~\nd arc said to soften the vioJeuce of the lues, aud even to be sovereign in the 
cure of the gonorrhrea, . 
. • 'J'be Clatsops and oth£'r nations at the mouth of the Colu~bia, have visited 
us with great freedom, and we have endeavoured to cultivate theil' iDtimacy, as 
well for the purpose of aC(jUil'ing information, as to leave beb#lld IU iwpres. 
sions favourable to our country. Having acquired muclt of their la\l~. 
we aree.nabled, with th~ assistance of geit\ll'es.tohold COllvCtf$atioDs wi ..... "M~ 
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w~ tnd them ..mqui8itive And loq1laeious, with nndel'standings by no· means de­
fieient ill acuteness, and with very retentiv~ memories; and though fond of 
feasts, ai1d 'genera"y cheerful, they are never gay. Every tbitlg they iiee ex­
cites their attention and inquiries, hut having been accllstomed t.o see the 
whites, nothing appeared to give them mOTe astOftishment than the air-gun, 
1.'0 all our inquiries they answer with great intelligence, and the convel'sati~ 
rarely slackens, since there iIJ a constant di-scnssion of the events, and trade. and 
roIitics, in the little but active circle of Killamucks, CJatsops, Cathlamahs, 
Wahkiacums, and Chinnooks. Among themselves, the conversation generally 
turns on the subjects of trade, or smoking, or eatiug, or connexion with fe­
males, before whom this last is spoken of with a familiarity which would be in 
the highest degree indecent, if custom had not rendered it inoffensive. 
. The treatment of women is often considered as the standard by which the 

• moral qualities of savages are to be estimated. Ol1r own observation, how-
eVer, induced us to think that the importance of the female in savage life ha~ no 
necessary relation to the virtues of the men, but is regulated wholly by their 
capacity to be useful. The Itldians, whose tl'eatment of the females is mildest, 
and who pay most deference to their opinions, are by no means the most 
distinguished for their virtues; nor is this deference attended by any increase 01 
attachment, since they are equally willing with the most bmtal husband, to 
prostitute their wives to strangers. On the other hand, the tribes among whom 
the women are very much df'ba~ed, possess the loftiest sense of honour, the 
greatest liberality, nnc1 all the good qualities of which their sibmtioll demands 
the exercise. Where the women can aid in procuri1lg subsistence for the 
tribe, tlley are treated with n10re equality, twd their importance js proportioned 
t~ the ~ha.re which they take in that labour; while in countries where !oubsist. 
ence i~ ~biefly procured by the exertiolls of the men, the women are considered 
and treated as burdens. Thus, among the Clatsops and Chinno~s, who live 
upon fish and roots, which the women are equally expert with the meg in pro­
curing. the former have a rank and influence very rarely found among In­
dhtns. «Phe femal~ are permitted to speak freely befol'e the men, to whom ill­
dwth~ ~ometimes address themselves ill a tone of authority. On'many sub­
jects their judgments and opinions are l'esp('cted, and in matters of trade, their 
.dvie~ is g'eDemUy asked and pursued. The labours of the family, too, at.e 
-flllamd 1l4most ectu«l!y. The men 'collect wood and make fires, .as"ist in clean­
'Sirtg-,tI!e'·'·fis'h, make the JK,useSt canoes, and wooden utensil!i; and whenever 
.... {feH"are1tb be etttertained,·or a.greatJeait prepared, the meats are cooked 
1Ittt"tert«t up~·4ty'·the 'men. 1'he peculiar province of the female is to 001. 
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. I~et r()6tg, aftd to tft&llufactare the vaTioua aRiol.. wLick ~ r_. et' ~\lIItA 
tap; ~~dar-bark, and beaJ'logras8; bitt the mauagement of y.e ~w~s, ~ 
many .,f the' ocoopations, which elsewbere dev61ve wholly ~ the f~J)1~I~I_ 'W, 

ht!re common to both sexes • 
. 'Ihe observation with regard to the importance of {tmaltui applies w~tb eq~. 

force to the treatment of old men. Amol1g tt'ibes who ."b,ist by hur,tillg. tl¥ 
laboll" of the chase, and the wandering eXlstence to which that QCCU~ 
etmdemns tbem, neceliHarily throws the burden of procuring provisiQ1)s on the 
active young men. AI soon, therefore, 88 a mall is una})le to pursue the chase.l1e 
begins to withdraw something from the precariQUS supplies of th~ tribe. Stil.t, 
however, his counsels mny compensute his want of activity; but in the neJ.t 
stnge of infirmity, when he can no longer uavel from calJlp to camp, ~ ~b~ 
tribe roams about for S\1bsiste~ce, he is.,. then f.oood to be. a heavy burdefJ. .l~ 

. this situation they are abandon ad among the SWllS, ~mi~oins, 8.J;)(,i tl1e hUll~­
ing tribes on the MiNSOun. As' they are settHag 9ut i()f ,ollie pew excurslQ.D, 
where the old mun is unable t.o follow, his children, or neuejit relations, plu.ce 
before him a piece of meat and some water, ahd telling him t.hP,t )lC~ bas lived 
long enough, that it is now time for him to gQ hOllle to hi:» relatioIl!i\~ wbp cou.ld 
take better care of him than his friendH 00 earth, leave bim, witbRUt remorse, 
110- pel'ish, when hi8 little supply is exhausted. The same custOlJl i" said to pre. 
'nil among the Minnetarees, Aboallawati, and Ricaras, when they are attended 
by old men on their hunting ex cursioD8. Yet, in theil' villages, we saw ~Q 
wMJt of kindness to old men. On the cpntrary, probably b~cause in villageJ. 
the means of more abundaDt subsistence renders su.ch cruelty unn.ecessary, the 
old 'People appear to 'be treated with attention,. ap.d $ODle of their feast~, Pat'­
ticutarly the bllffato dall£ett, were intended chieBy.as a coqtribution fQr ~~ ,old 
tmd iunrm. 

The dispositJOl18 of these people !ecm mild ud ioo6entiu."a,ad t~y ~av.e uni­
fot"ft'tly behaved to us with great friendHhip. They are .ddWted tQ begging an(, pil. 
(tiring '1ma" .lrtit"les, when it can be done without da~ger of detection, but go JlPt 
~b want.:mly,oor to any lat'ge amollut; and some of them haviug purloined ~e 
of ~tnel1t. which the hunters had heen obliged to leave in the woods", they,yoJiul­
tRrtly iWougbt60rne dog'Ii a few days after, by way of compensation. O.r f.ar~ I\nd 

~at.mtper~ority in the use of nre-arms, enable WI always to dOJJlI"'~~~ ~~d 1'P~h 
'''8 tile fi.'ietldty deportment of these people, tbat the men bfN~ ~~, "'1CU~~ 

-1'0 t~at them with Ute greatest cllDidenoo. It is tberefoI'e 'w~th 4j~u\+f ltn~t 
we tah imp'ftIA on our rot'll ~ cenvietioa d j th& u.eoessity"!>f b~ing,'(~},,,.,.'y~ .,QJl 
o\1r~lII.'d, 'Since we 'QQP, perf~t1y aGftu~,with.~ .tJ'eac.O~1 ~rad& DC 
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"lfti'lb :~li@tnl. We lUte always 'Prepared forlLn attack, and uniformly eul\l4e' 
.at taTge l'arties' ~)f Indians from the fwt. TAeir large houses usually (!ontaia 
Wtvm-a\ families, ~nsi8ting of the jr.U~DttJ, tbeir so1d1 and uaughters-in-law, aLlfl 
grand ~hiIdTen, among whom the provisions are common, artd whol!te ~Ilt'mony 

1ft~clutely ever interrupted by diFlputes. Although polygamy is pel'lllltteft by 
fteit' e\:uttbmj, very few hav~ more than a single wife, and &ite is brought imlne.. 
1tilitely 'after' file matriage into ~e hnsband's family, where she reside~ viltil 
iJ'erem.ih'g" nu'J:nbers oblige them to seek another house. In this state the old 
W,lln 1s not ~n'Sider~a as the 'bead N the family, since the active tiuties, as well 
as the responsibility, fan on -some of the younger members. A.~'these f~milies 

graaUQtly expand irito bands, or tribes, or nation~, the paternal authority is 
represented by'the comef of each fls80ciation. This chieftain, bowcve\', i8 Rqt 

~redjtliry; 'his ability to render service to his neighbours, and the popularity 
Wbith foftO\\'s it, is at once 'the foundation and the measure of his authority, 
ihe exercise or which does aot extend beyond a reprimand for some improper 
action. 

'The tmrmony of their private life is indeed secured by their ignorance of 
SpiritubUs liquor'S, 'the earliest and most dreadful present which civilization has 
giVen to the otber'natives 'of the continent. Although they have had HO much 
Intercourse with whites, tbey d~ oot appear to possess any knowledge of thNe 
da:hgel'OUs luxuries, dt 1t>1tSt they lta~ never illquired after them, wbich t.h~ 
prohably would have done if tmee t~y had been introduced among them. la ... 
deed, we have not ob~rVed any liquor of an intoxicating quality used amol1g' 
t1Jese or "ahy Indians west of ttre Rocky Moun_ins, the universal beverage 
~eing pure Wttter. They, however, t'ometimes almost intoxicate themselves qy 
smoking tobacco, of which they are excessively fond, and the pleasures uf which 
they prolong as mnch as possible, by r('taining vast quantities I1t a time, bn 
a1ter' ~it~ulating through'the hmgs 'and stomach, it issues in volumes fr~ the 
tt10utb and nostrils. Bot 'the natural vice of aU these people is an aUacb~eDt 
tor ga~s' ot'batnrd, «ilich they rUf'lolue with a strange and rQioous al4diw. 
TIle' gatnes hl'e Of two kinds. 'In the first, one of the compaay assumes &.he 
office oftankt-r, and t>lays ngainst the I·est. He takes a,smarU !ltone, alMt .... tiJJe 
size of a'l)~an, whicl1 he shifts from one hand to the other with great ~­
rify,' 'rep~nting 'at the [,att1~ time a song adapted to the game, and which,.,. 
to 'aiv'ert th~ attention of 'the coml"nny, till ,having agreed Ott the at-ake, ·be JloWi 
6ut 'tlls'li-ailas:' an'd t'b'e antagOtJist win5 or loses f.tS be lUC'eeeds.or ,fUs at,cuei&­
fng 'fh'~bichttln»d (tle slon'e" is. 'Afttit' die 'bankel' baH lost bis UMmO". or. ~'hen­
e~i!t'h~lg ur'Cd>tft-e' St(irteJ.~'tf'Ittnsft!~'fG another, w~ "ia~i\tm,ol~leUi"jj ,be 
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JeStI.oF~oCo.Patlf., .. /i'~her r-lflB iti,~~g ijke ~~ .. Pltv 't~p~j,_~ 
tWo piM .. re~l8ced Oll'thetloor, abou& tbe '"S~~ u:g~~.fpptJqnp.,,;~~ HI~PIf 
~ a small hole ma~e behind them. Tbe .. playets then g.o, ~~ .tr:Pt ,f.,t '.;~ 
~ hole, iDto whieh they try to roll ft. amali piece ,rese~bliJlg the, 1,Il~1 ~ ~ 
drau·ghtM; if they succeed in putting it int.o the 11&Je, tlI~y will tbQ sta~4fi ... tbe 
piece rolls between the pins, but does not go into the hole, Jlotbing,:i, wqn ~ 
lorit; but the wager is wholly lost if the ~equ~r rolls outside of the, pius. > .. Em 
tire days are wasted at these games, which are 9ften continq~ through the 
night round the blaze of their fires, till the last article of dothiJl" or even ~ 
last blue bead is won from the desperate adventurer. 

In traffic they are keen, acute, and intelligellt, and they employ in all their 
bargains a dexterity and finesse, which if it be not learnt from th~ir fOl'eigl) 
visitor~, mllly show how Mal'ly the cu~ing: of savages is allied to the little lJ.ftf 

of mDf't' ¢Ivihzed trade. r.rhey begin by Mkillg, ,.Jouble or treble tb.e value qf 

their merchandl"e, and lower ale demand in proportion to the ardor or ~perience 
ill trade of the purchaser; and if be expresses ROy anxiety, the llDallest article, 
perhaps 11 handful of roots, will fUl'Ulsh a whol~ mormng's negociation. Being 
l1Btnrally suspicious, they of cour~e conqeive tilat you are pursuing' the same 
system. They, therefOre, inval'iaWy J!t}ftfSe the first offer. however higb, fearful 
that tltey or we have mistaken the value Qf ~he Q1f1rch~ise, and the .. efore 
caations)y wait to draw us on t~ Ja1'gcr offers, IG this way, after rejecting the 
most extravagant prIces, which we hav~ .... ered merely fw experiment, they 
have afterwards importuned U8 for a tenth part of what ,tbe,Y h~d .before refused~ 
In thi~ respect, they difierlfrem almost,all 1Ddian~ .. ~~ will g~D.6falJy e;x:chan~ 
in a thoughtless moment tile most, valuablQ artic\e ;Utey pOSSC6S .. , (or ""ny baqJ>le 
which happens to please their fancy. 

Th~e ltabits of cunning. or prudence, have be~ fot~~ 9r )Jlc,c;:ased htY. 
tIleir being eAgaged In a large part of the OOJJUn{t'Cf;l ,of the CplJl~kja; (Ii tbJlt 
trade, ·however, the great emporium js the Falls, where' all ~ Jleig.hbourin" 
nations assemble. The inbabitants of the Coluwtlian plaiDS, afttrr"ving ,passeq 
the winter noor the mOllDtains, come down .as sQon as the. snow )!as left, ~hA 
valleys; and are occupied in ooUectlllg and drying I~Q.Ots, iilll!;q9ut .• tbe moqt4 
of May. They t~n Cl'o.wd to the .. wer, and fixing thewselves pn its ~o~tb 8id~, 
to avoid the iucursionli of the Snake Indians, CQDtippp. fishiP-g, ~U" ab~pt ~ 
Mst of SeptemJaer, when the salmon are ao lODg~r fi~ior u~~ \J"'J,bey.,~~,~Qry 
tMir fish and.retw'n to the plains, where they ",~in ga~~g 'W!m~ .'iU 
•• now ~ligea thea1 to desist. T~ ~J~aek.~ ~ ~bi~~4 .,kiM 
~. Itore of ish, retir.e to the foot of'Aihe,JJW\lrQta-. ~ ~ij~ ~Ji~,J!~~ 



lftippIythnber fbr hOllses, and ~the winter.in tnmtinl' deer ~ ttlk, whith·wKII 
tAe l1id of their iiMb, enables them I to snbsist till} in the spring, tliuy resume tlae _'Ie 'of 'their emph>yments. During their residence on the river, from May 
tie Septel'fiber, or ratlter before they begin the regular fishery, they go down to 
a .. , 'Fallif~j -carrying with them skiuR, mats, silk gtass, rushes and chapp~leJI 
'read~ Thef aTe hete overtaken by the Chopunnish, and other tribe8 of the 
Reeky b\oontains, who descend the Kooskooskee and Lewis's riTE-r, for the 
purpose 'Of sening bear-grass, horses, quamash and a few skins which they 
have obtained liy hunting, or in exchange for horses, with the TushepawfIJ. 

At the Falls, they find the Chilluckittequaws, Eneeshul'8, Echeloots, and 
SkiUoots, whil~h Inst serve as intermediate traders or carriers between the inha­
bitants above and bf>low the Falls. These tribes prepare pounded fish lOt ,.the 
market, and the 11ations below bring wappatoo roots, the fish of tho sea-eoast, 
berrie:1, and a variety of trinkt:ts and small article" whIch th€y have procured, 
from the whites. 

The trade theft begins. The Chopunnishf .and Indians of the Rocky moun. 
t1linR, ~xchange the articles which they have brought for wappatoot pounded 
fish, and beads. The Indians of the plains being their own fishermen, take 
only wappatoo, horses, beads, and other al'ticJef1,. procured from Europeans. 
The Indians, however, from Le~iH's river to the Falls, consume as food or fuel 
aU the fish which th~y take; so that the whole stock for exportation is prepared 
liy the nations between the Towahnahiooks and the Falls, and amollllts. a&l 

nearly as we could estimate, to about thirty thousand weight, chieBy salmon •• 
above the quantity which they use themselves, or barter witb tbe more eaatelUl 
J..ttdians. 'I'hil.ll is IlO'W carried down the river by the Indians -at the Falls, .nel is, 
con6umed among the nations at the mouth of the Columbia, who in retul'n giye 
the fish of the seacoast, and the articles which they obtain from the whites.. 
The neigbbooring- people catch large quantities of salmon and dry them, but t.bq 
db 110t understaltd or practice the art of drying and pounding it ill the ~ma-.net' 
used at .ihe. F'alls, 1Uld . being very fond of it, are forced to purch~e it at·hjg~. 
prices. TillS .article, indeed, awl the Wappatoo, form the prinoipal subjeoti 
of1rade with the people of our immediate vicinity. The traffic is wholly carlim! 
on by water; there are even no roads or paths through the country, except aero .. ' 
the pol'tage~ wbieb. connect tile creekS. 

BIJi tbe ..cl.rcwIlsbulce which forms thE' soul, of tlMS trade, is tru; v~sit.c.{ ~ 
,,;Jdt8: '~"arrive -generalty about the lOOmh of April, ~d either .. ell),~ 
UIItU'O~~ otlftttrm at that t4me; 4m'iQg which time, having pQ e~hl~hlJle¥:t 
-~It~ ~ _ t,*ftWth 1Iide,4t£the b~1 at th~pllCe .alle.dy d~qitwJ,..) 



aimt ,. ~_ sp.~iow. lnd 'tbmmodiolls barbour, ~t(e~tly 5~~ No2n aD, e%te}'t 

.t'Iie ROut1land soutll-east wiJll(fs; and aR ttwy leave it before Wintl"r, tltey do·"bt 
iu1fJr fiIom these wlods, which, (hwing that ,"~aSon, M-e the 1ttost tJSU'a1 ':an'tl1lile 
fnos~ violerit. This sltuafion is re(·(>tllme\1(lt'd by it~ n~ighb~'Ilrhodd to fresh ~ 
1r.ua wood, as well as to C'KcE'-Hent tim1)er for repair~. Hert' they nre inl'tled~RM~ 
visited bf the tribefol along the SE'aeoast, hy the CathHlmah~, ttnd la ... tly by t1* 
SkiUoots, tlla( uumerou~ anc1 active peoplp, who ~kil"t the rive'r between the 
.marshy islands and the grand rapid<;, a .. well ali the Cowcli .. kee, and who earry 
down the fi!th prppllred oy their imDlPdinte neighbours the ChiHnekittequaws, 
£nee!thnrs, and Echee1ootr;;, residing fmln the grand rapids to the FaUs, as ,yell 
1s all the articles which they have procnred in bartel' at the market l'n May. The 
accumulated trade of the Colunibia now cOllsi,1:'l of dreRsed and undressed skins 
of elk, sea' Mter, 1he common otter, bP".tver, ('ommon fox, ~pnck, and tiger cat. 

'The ariicle.'I.ofles3 impbrtance. are a smaH qUtlllrity of dried or pounded salmoD. 
the bibcuits made of the chappdell root.. aud some of the manufactures 
:of the neigllf,onrhood. In return they receive gnns (which ate prin­
cjpan~, old British or American mtlskets) powder, bnll and tehot, copper and 
t>rass kf'tties, 'brafoiR tea-kett1es, arrd ooifee-pots, blankets, from two to three points, 
coarse scarlet and blue clotb, platt's Rnd strips of !theet copper and brass, large 
bTa~ wire, knives, tobacco, fish-ho6k .. , bottons, and a con~derabJe quantity of 
lsailors' 'hats, trow~~, coats and shirts. But as We have had occasion to remark 
tttore than once, the objects of foreign trade w'btth are the most desired, are the 
't01llmon cheap. blue or white beadA, of about fifty or ~venty to the penny 
'Weight, which are strung on strand» a fathom in length, 'Bnd sOid by the yard 
or tlte length of both 'alms -: of tb~8e tb~ 1I1ue belldsf which li&re 'CaUed tia <CO~. 
1itashuCk. or chief beads, hold the first ftnk in theil' ideas of tel&tive value: the 
IDO!lt inferior kind, are cbteemed beyond the fjn~ wampum, and a ... temptations 
'Mbtcb tan -a:hvays seauce them to part with ~ir mdtlt n'kllble·etFe. ,Iedeed, 
ti' the 'exarn~le of civilized life did not completer, vindicate .heir ~hojce. we 
~tJt won&r a.t thmr iniiltuated atta-climent to a 'bImble in itself 90 worthless. 
'Tet tite-;e beadw are, perhap~, quite ailt "t'~ohat1le 'dhjevts fJf reNe.reb 'ASI t!he 
pr~ci<1uS metal'l, sitlce they arc at once belldtiful ottta:fneYlts for the peNGft; aDd 
'~lgreat cil'c'ttlhfll'1g 'medium of trade ,~ilh all the natidns on '~ICl,inmbia. .. 

These str-anger ... \\}w vi~lt the Columbia (or (bel purpose &f tnicJe OJ' Jtunhlg. 
'ums't L'e" e'itlu·r English or Americans. '.tbe 'Indi'ans itiform '* that they 1Jpeak 
·lTle Same 1auglt1lgP. [is' We do, a'hd maeed'the feW' wtr&'W\idl tti6rlnclUuM'.c 
felit<fit tram tf.e snilotS', ~-uch a<; musk~, 1)6wdit, flMtilftrtiR!rlli.' hcaye 'fhe,JJ"", 
damned ra!'ccil, aiia )<kH~ pbta.~ 1J( tHat ileSCri~ktti, "~td ... , l .. itt*'.*fttJ'­
vi!\itol'K spe~k the Engh~h language. But as the greater part ohhem annually 



"""i ~ in April, and either remaiu till aut~mn~ or revisit ~r),Cm ate that tilDe, 
",hjc~ w-e could not clearly understanr1, the trade cannot be direct from either 
,Epgland or the United States, since the ships could not return t'lithcl' during the 
reQlainder of the year. When the Indians are asked whel'e these traders go on 
leaving the Columbia, they always point to the so nth-west, whence We pre~m6 

that they do not helong to any establishment at Nootka 80uud. 'l'llt'y (1~, 
ltowever. mention a trader by tbe name of Moore, who sOIPctimes touches 
at this place, and tha last time be came, he had on board three cows; 

I 

~«l when he left them, ('ontinued along the l1orth-" est coast, which renders it 
probable, that there may be a settlement of whites in that <1irection. The name$ 
and description of all the'>e persons who visit them in the spring and autumn are 
l'fimempered with great accur:'lcy, and we tvok down, exactly as they were 
pronounced, the following list: 'fhe favourjt~ trader is 

Mr. Haley, who vi&its them in a ves&el with three mast", and continues some. 
time. rl'he others are ' 

Youens, who comes also III a three masted vessel, and i~ a trader. 
Tallamon, in a three masted vessel, but he is, l~ot a trader. 
Callalamet in a slUp of the same size; he is a trader, and they say has "-

wooden leg. 
Swipton three masted vessel, trader. 
Moore four do. do. 
Mackey three do. do. 

Washington three do. do. 
M~~ ili~~. ~ 
Davidson three do. does not trade, but hunts elk. 
,Jaauon tbreq do. trader. 

B91ch three do. do. 
~liell~ also· a trMier, in a vealel with three masts, but h~ has been ¥onc:: r;;r 

1I9me years. He ,~ only '+De·ey~. . 
, It migh' be. m1fi~ujt t9;~djUBt Jpe babtnce of the adyalltages or, th~ danr.~i 

4If this trade to die pations of the ColunJhia, against the sale of ,their furs, anq Ute 
.acquiaitior1 of,Q few bad guns and household utensils. . . 

The natioas ncar the mouth of the Columbia enjoy great tranquillity.; !lOOp 
\.., '" 'If 

M:tUVibeli being .eDgag~ in war. ~t }OBg since,. however, the~e w.~s • w;t\r 
.~ dte ooast ,/te .'flQJlU1 ... ~Mtt in .which the Killamucks took several prisoqer,s. 
J'hIeIe._:t&r. WJl.cquId ~qe,iv~ 'Were tr,eated very well, and though no~i­
\aaH)"JfIa~'~"'_1~40~1 j,.~.t4e,~~l~jes of their ma~ters, a!ld ~e Y'?u~ 
•• : •• ,. *".-aeJpp~&, ,~it.h ~~ ~l4r~I1·Qf th~~pur.cbaser. 



'rhe month of 'February and the greater part of March were po.!\5Ie3. in t~ 
same manner. Every day, parties as large as we:> ('ould spare then} frOIIl onr other 
occupations, were sent out to hunt, and we were thus enabled to comma~d some 
clays.: provision in ad\'3Ilce. It conlji1.ted chiefly of deer and elk; the first·is 
~ery lean, and the flefoh by no means as good as that of the elk, which, thOllg'b 
poor, is getting better: it i!. indeed Olll' chief dependence. At thi~ time of the" 
year it is in much better or<1n' in th(· pmiries near the point, where they feed on 
grass and rllsheo;;, considerable quantitie,> of which nre yet green, than itl the 
woody country up the ~ etul. There, they Ijubsist on huckleherry bushes and 
fern, but chiefly Oil {:vf'rgrf'en, called sha1lun, resemhling the laurel, whicb 
abound., through aU the tinlbered lands, particularly along the broken sides of 
bill". 'rowards the latter end ofthe month, however, they left f he prairies llear ~oint 
Adams, and retired back to the hil1s ~ but fortunately, at the same time the 
sturgeon and anchovies began .to appeal', and afforded us a deltghtful variety of 
food. In the meal! tUlle, the party on the !oeacoast supplied us With salt: but 
thoug'h the kettlC's were kept boiling all day and night, the salt was made but 
slowly; nor was it till the middle of this month that lte succeeded in procuring 
twenty gallons, of which twelve were put in kegs for our journey as tar as the 
depo!;its on the l\libsollri. 

The neighbouring tribes continued to vi!.it us, for the purpose of trading, or 
merely to smoke with ns. But on the 21st, a Chinnook chief, whom we had never 
seen, came over with twenty-five of his men. His name was Tahcum, a man of 
about fifty years of age, with a lat'ger figure and a better carriage than most of 
bis nation. \Ve received him with the usual ceremonies, gave the party some­
thing to eat, smoked mOl'ot copiously with them all, and pr('~ented the chief wit,h 
a small medal. Thev were all &atisfied with their treutmeut " and thoucrb we 

~ ~ 

were willing to !:ohow the ('hief every civility, could Hot disl'cnse with our rule of 
not suffering so many "tranger::. to sleep in the fort. They, therefore, left NS at 
t-IunE>E't. On the twenty-fol1l'th, Comowool, who is by far the most fJ'iendly 
and decent s.lVage we have ~een in this neighbourhood, came with a large party 
of Clatsops, bringing among other articles, sturgeon and a small fish, which 
has just begnn, within a day or two past, to make its appearance in the 
Cohlmbia. 

From thi'S time, as the f'lk hecame scarce and lean, we made use of these fish 
whenever we conld catch theIn, 01' purchase them from the Indians. But as we 
were too poor to iurlulge vel'y largely in these lux.uries, .. the diet was by no 
nleans pleasant, and to the sick, er,petially, was unwholesome. On the Md. of 
March we were visited.l5y Delashilwilt, the;phinDook chief, and his wife, ac(,:om-
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p\luied by the same six damsels, who in the. autumn had encamped near us, 
on the other side of the bay, and whose favours had been so trollLlesome to 
several of the men. They formed a camp close to the fort, and began to rcnew 
their addresses vel'y assiduQusly, but we warned the lllf'I1 of the dangers of 
intercourse with this frail society, and they cautiotl~ly austained from connexron, 
with. them. 

During the greater part of this month, live or six of the Ulen W(:I'(, sick; 
indeed, we have not had so many complainiug' since we left 'Vood river; the 
general complaint is a bfLd ('old and fever, someihirlg' in the natur'c of at) influenza, 
which, joined with a .few cases of vcucreal, aud accideutal iujul'ies. c"mplcte 
our iuvalid corps. These disorders may chiefl) be imputed to the natnl'e of HIP, 

climate. 

3X 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

A GENERAL DE<'CRll'TION OF THE BEASTS, BYRDS AND P'LANTS, &C. FOUND BY TH~ 

PAItTY I!'. THIS E>'PEDITION. 

THE vegetable productions of the conntl'Y, which furnif-h a large proportion of 
the food of the Indians, are the roots of a specit's of thi"tle, the fern, the rush, 
the liquorice, and a small c)lindric root, resembling in flavour and consistency 
the sweet potatoI'. 

1st. The thistle, called by the natives shanatanque, is a plant which grows 
in a deep. rich, dry loam. with a considerable mixtur(' of sand. '1'he stem i.;: 
simplf>, ascending, cylindric, and hispid, and rising to the height of three or foUl' 
feet. The cltuline life, '" hich, as welt as the stem of the last season, is dead, is 
sim})le, crenatf', and oblong; rather more obtuse at its apex than at its insertion, 
which is decurrent, and its position declining; whi-lst the margin is armed with 
prickles, and its disk is hairy. 'fhe flower too is dry and mutilated; but the 
pericarp seems much like that of the common thistle. The root-leaves, wht.ch 
still possess their verdure, and are ahout half grown, are of a pale green coll)ur. 
The root, however, is the only part used. It is from nine to fifteen inches long, 
about the size of a man's thumb, perpendicular, fusiform, al'ld with from two to 
four rad~les. The rind is of a brown colour, and somewhat rough. When fitst 
taken from the earth, it is white, and nearly as ('risp as a carrot, and in this state 
i~ sometimes eaten without any preparation. But after it is prepared by the 
same process used for the paschcco quamash, which is the most usual and the 
be.§it method, it becomes black, and mnch improved in pavour. Its taste is 
exactly tha"t of sngal', and it is indeed the sweete[o,t vegetable employed by the 
Indians. After heing baked ill the kiln, it is either eaten simply or with train 
oil: sometime!> pounded fine and mixed with cold water, .. untll it is reduced to 
the consilStence of sag'amity, or Indian mush, which last method is the luOt!1 

agreeable to our paiatos. 



2. Three species of fern grow in this neighbourhood, but the root of only 
one is eaten. It is very abundant in those parts of the open lands ulld pt'airie~ 
which have a deep, loose, rich, black loam, without any sand. There, 1t attain ... 
the height of four 01' five feet, and is a heautiful plant wit.h 1\ fine green colour 
in summ~l" 'J'he stem, which is smooth, cylindt'ic, and slightly grooved-on 
one side, rises ere('tly about half its heig'ht, when it divides into two branches, 
or rather long footstalks, ",hid) put forth in pllir:ol from one side only, and neal' 
the edges of 1he groove, declining bark wards from thc grooved side. These 
footstalks are themselves grooved and cyhndric, and as they gl'adually taper 
towards the extremities, put. forth others of a smaller size, which arc aiternatc, 

and have forty or fifty alternate, pinnate, horizontal, and ioessile leaw's: the 
leaves are multipartlte for half the length of their foot!'otalk, wilen tlwy t""l1mf' 

the tongue-like form altogether; heing, moreoy!'!'. I'c\'olute, with the "pper disk 
smooth, and the lower resemhlm~' cotton: the top is annuul, and therefore dead 
at present, but it produces lit! flower OJ' fruit: the root itself j ... [wrl'rmiul and 
grows horizontally: sometimes a little <.\tvel'gillg, or obliquely ue'icending, and 
frequently dividing itself as it proceed..;, and shooting up a number of ~;tems. It 
lies about tour inches under the surface (If the earth, in u cyliud1'lcal form, With 
few or no radie·Ie:., al\d vat'ies from the !oIize of a goose quill to that of a man's 
fiuger. The bark is black, thin, 'brittle, and rather rough, and easily separates 
in flakes from the part which is eaten: the centre is divided into two parts by 
a stfong, fiat, and white lig'ament, lih· a piece of thiu tapf'; on each side of 
which is a white substance, J'esemblillg, after the root is roasted, both in ap­
pearan('{! and flavour, thf' (Iough of wheat. It has, howe"cf; a pungency which 
IS disagreeable, but the natives {'at it voraeiowdy, and it secms to fle very DU-, ~ 

tntious. 
a. The rush is most commonly used by the Killamucks, and other Indians 

on the ~acoast, along the sands of which it grows in the gTcatest abundance. }"rom 
each root a sing'Ie stem rises erectly to the height of three or four feet, some­
wLat thicker than a t..rg"c quilJ, honow and jointed; about twenty 01' thirty 
long, lineal, stellate, or radiate and horizontal leaves surround the ~tcm at each 
joiut, aOOut }lIj,lf an inch auove which, its stem is sheathed like the sand rush. 
\Vhcn green, 1t resembles that plaut also in appearance, as well as in having a 
rough stem. It is not branching; nor does it uear, as far as we call disco; CJ;; 

eitl\er tlower or seed. At the bottom of this stem, which is annua', is a smaU, 
litrong radicle; a.bout an inch long, descending perpendicularly to the root, 
while just a.bove the junction of the radicle with the stem, the latter is sur­
rounded ia t.lIe form of,. wheel with six 01' nille small ra.<hcles, descendmg 09-
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4/)2 

IJquely: tfw root attached to this radicle is a perenuial solid bulb, about an inch 
long, and of the thickness of a i}}8n' .. thumb, of an ovate fOl'm, depressed on 
Due or two of its sides, and co"erell \\ iill ~ thin, smooth, black rind: the pulp 
js white, brittle, and ca~ily lnasticatcd. 1 t is commonly l'oastetl, though some­

timh eaten raw; but in both states is rather an insipid root. 
. 4. The liquorice of this country docs nut differ from that common to the 
United Statt's. It here delights in a deep, loose, sandy soil, and gt'OWS very 
large, alltl abundantIy. It is prepared by roasting in the ell] bers, and pounding 
it :.lightly with a small stick, in order to separate the strong lig'ameut in the 
centre of the root, which is then thrown away, and the rest chewed and swal­
lowed. In this way it has an agreeahle flavOlu', not unlike that of the sweet 
potuioe. 'nte root of the cattail, Ot· coopcr'~ flag, is eaten by the Indians. 
'fhere IS ;\.Iso, a specicl> of small, dr~, tulJCl'UllS root, two inches in length; and 
about the thick~ess of the fing<el'. They at'e caten raw; are crisp, milky, and 
of dn agreeable flavour, 

fJ, Beside the small cy liudric root mentioned above, is another of the same' 
fOWl and appearanc(', which is u"ually boiled. and eaten with train oil. Its 
tast.e, however, is disagreeably bittel'. But the most valuable of all tile Indian 
roots, is 

6. The wappatoo, or the bulb of the common saglttafolia, or common arrow­
head. It does not grow in th~s neighbourhood, hut is in great abundance in 
the marshy gl'Ounds of that beautiful valley, which extends from near Quick­
sand river for seventy miles we!<ltward, and is a principal article of trade between 
the inhabitants of that valley and those of the sea coast. 

The shrub rises to the height of four or fivc fect; the stem simple and much 
branched. The bark is of a reddish dat'k brown; the main stem somewl~at 
rough, while that of the boug'h is smooth; the leaf is about one tenth of an inch 
long, obtuse at the apex, and acute nnd augulat' at tht' insertion of the pedicle. 
The leaf is three fourthli of an inch in length, and three eighths in width, smooth, 
and of a p,ller green than evergreens generally are, The fruit is a small deep 
purple berry, and of a pleasant flavour; the natives eat the berry when ripe, but 
seldom collect such <Juantities as to dry for winter use. 

The native fmits and berries in use among the Indians, are what they call 
1.\1e' shallun; the solme; the cranberry; a berry like the black haw; the scarlet 
berry, of the plaut called sacacommis; a purple beny, like the huckleberry. 

1. The shallun is an evergreen plant, abounding in this n~igbbourhQod, ~d 
its leaves are tlle favout'itt! food of tJle ~lk. It is ,a tbicJ4' growth, 'cylin~ricn.uy 
rising to the height ~ lhl'ee, and sometimes nve feet., and \!.arying from ,the size 
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of a. ~oose quill, t~ that of a man's thumh,. 'fhe "tem i~ simple, brancbing, 
rechmng, and partially fluxuose, with a bark which, on the elder part, is of a 
reddish b"own colour, while the younger branches are red where exposed to the 
son, and green elsewhere. The Jeaf is three foorth~ of an inch in length, and two 
and a half in breadth; of ,an oval form; the upper disk of a glO&sy deep grt>en,· the 
under of a pale green"; the fruit is a deep purple berry, ahout the size of a 
common black cherry, oval, and rather bluntly pointed; the peri carp is divided 
into five acute angular points, and envelops a soft pulp, containing a gl'eat num­
ber of small brown seed". 

2. 'fhe solme is a "mall, pale, red berry, the production of a plant, resembling 
in size and shape that which prodnces tll(" fruit, called in the Uuitec States, 
Solomon's sealherry. The berry is attached to the sh>m in the bam£' manner. 
It is of a globolar form; containing a soft pulp, which envelops four s(~eds about 
the size of the s(>pd of the common small grupe. It grows amongbt the wood­
land moss, and is, to all appea"ance, an annual plant. 

~. The cranberry IS of the low and vJl)Y kind, and grows in the marsllf's 01' 

bogs of this neighbourhood: it is precisely the same as the cranberry of the 
United States. 

4. The fruit, which, thoug'h rathet' larger, resembles in shape the black haw, 
is a light brown berry, the fruit ~f a tree about the size, shape, and appearance in 
every respect, of that of the United States, called the wild crab-apple. The 
leaf is also precisely the same, u!> rr]<;o the bark in texture and colour. The 
berries grow in clumps at the end of the small brandIes; each berry supported 
by a separate stem, and as many as fwm tht'ee to eighteell or twenty in a clump: 
tbe betTy is ovate, with one of its extremities attached to a pedundp • where it is 
to a small degree CORcavp, the wood of which is excessIvely hard. The l1~tives 
make their wedges of this wood, in splitting their hoards, their firewood, and in 
hoBowing out their canoes; the wedge when driven into solid dry pine, receives 
not the slightest h~l\ll'y. Our party made use of it likewise for wedges and axe· 
handles. The fruit is exceedingly acid, and resembles the flavour of the wild cra.b. 
The peri carp of the berry contains a soft pulpy substanCE', divided into four cells, 
each containing a single seed; the outer coat of the perlCarp, is a thin, smooth, 

though firm and tough pellicle. 
'rhe plant taHed sacacommi"l by the Canadian b'aders, derive!. its name irqm 

this circumstance, that the clerks of the trading com})unies are generally very 
fond of smoking its leaves, which they carry about with them in a small bag. It 
grows generally in on op~ piny woodhmd country, or on its borders. We 
found this berry in t'1~prairje9 bordering OIl the Rocky l\lOUntainR, or in the more 



open woodfands. It is indiscriminately the growth of a very rich or a very peor 
soil, and is found in the same abundance in both, 'fhe natives on the western 
side of the Rocky mountains are very fond of this berry, although to us it was a 
v.ery tasteless Rnd insipid fruit: the shr'ub lS an evergreen, and retains its ver .. 
dure' in the same perfection the whole season round. However inclement the 
ciimate, the l'Oot puts {Ol·th a great nnmber of sterns which sepa.rate near the 
surface of the ground, each stem from the size of a small q\\IJl to that of a man's 
finger: these are much branched, the branches forming an acute angle with the 
stem, and 411 more properly procumbent than creeping: althongh it sometimes 
puts forth ratlicles from the stems and bra.nches, which strike obliquely into the 
ground: these radides are by no means general Ot' equable in their distance'} from 
each other, nor do they appear calculated to furmbh nutriment to the plant: the 
bal'k is formed of several layers of a fMlooth, thin, brittle and reddish substance 
easily separated from the stem: the )PRves with respect to their position are 
~cattered, yet dosdy arranged, and J>nrticulal'ly near the extremities of the 
twigs: the leaf is ahout three fourths of an inch in length; oval, pointed and 
obtu.,e; of a deep gre£'n, slightly groovf>d; and the footstalk il'l of proportionable 
lengtb: the hel'ry i .. attacheu In an irregular manner to thl' small boughs alUon~' 
tbe leaves, and fllways supported by separate, small and short p~dl1nclcs: the in'Of'I'­
iion produces a !;light concavity in the berry, whi'le its opposite side IS slightly con­
vex. The outer coat of the peri carp is a thin, firm, tough pellicle: the innel' coat 
consists of a dry, mealy powder, of a yellowish white colour, envE-loping' from four to 
SIX large, light, brown seeds: the colour of the frUlt is a fine scarlet: the Dativetl eat 
these berries without any preparation: the fruit ripens in September, and re­
mains em. the bushes all winter unaffected by the frost: they are 8omNi"n~ 
gathered and hung in the lodges in bags, where they are cjried without (m·t.he·.> 
troahle. 

6. The deep parple bt'rfY, like the huckleberry, tevminl\tes bkmtly, and htlif 
a oap _ (,t)ver at the end: the berries are attached separately to the sides of the 

howghs by a short stem, hanging underneath, and they often grow very near eaeh 
<>*kl', t)J) the same bough: the berry separates 'Iery easi.ly f,om the stem; tbe 
leave. adJtere closely: the 8hrub rises to the height of six. ()r eight feet, and 
som~times grows on high lands, but more frE>quently on lo~ marshy gronndfif t 

the shmh is an evergreen, and about ten inches in circumference, divid~s into 
many irregular branches, and seldom more than one stem springs. from ORe root, 
although they ft1ll~cjate very thickly: the- bark is ~wbat- r~lt and 'Of a 
reddish brown eolour: the wood is Vef,! hald: tbe leaves are alternate aud 

" 



attached by a short footstalk to the horizontal sides of the Loughs: tIle fOri'll is a' 
long oval, rather more acute towards the ~pex than at the point of insertioll ~ 
its margin !llightly serrate, its sides collapsing, thick, firm, smooth, and g\os""y: 
the under surface is of a pale or whitish green, and the upper of a tine deep 
green. This beautiful shrub retains its verdure throughout the year, and is tnore 
peculiarly beautiful in winter, The natives sometimes eat the bernes without 
preparation: sometimes they dry them in the sun, and at others in their sweat. 
ing kilns: they very frequently pound them, and bake them in large loaves, 
weighing from ten to fifteen pounds; the bread keeps very well for one season, 
and retains its juices better by this mode of pl't"pal'ation than any other: *his 
bread when broken is stirred iu cold water, until it 3<'tluirel> the consi!Jtency 9f 
soup, and then eaten. 

'fhe trees of a larger growth al'e very abundant; the whole lwighboUl'ooed 
of the coast is SQpplied with gl'eat quantitie~ .. of excellent tnnhel', 'l'he predomi-. 
nating growth is the fir, of willch we have !Kell several species. 'fhere i~ 006 

singular circumstance attending all the pine of this country, which is, that when 
consumed it yields not the slightest particle of ashes. The first species grows to 
an immense size, and is very commonly twenty-seven feet in circumference, six 
feet above the earth's surface: they rise to the height of two hund.'ed and thirty 
feet, and one hundred and twenty of. that height without a limb. We have 
often found them thirty-six feet in circumference. One of our party measlll'ed 
one, and found it to be forty-two fept in cil'cumference. at a point beyond the 
reach of au ordinary man. This trunk for tht: distance of two hundred feet was 
destitute of limbs: this tree was perfectly sound, and at a Inoderate calculation, 
its size may be estimated at three hundred feet. The tim her is throughout, and 

./1 

llives better than any other species; the bark scales off in flakes irre~·t'larly 

round, and of a reddish brown colour, particularly the younger g-rowth: the 
trunk is simple, branching, and not very proliferous. Th.t! leaf is acerO!it', one 
tenth of an ioch in width, and three fOUl'ths in length, firm, stift~ aud accuminate. 
It is tri6Oplar, a littitl declining, thi~kly scattel'ed on all sides of the bough, and 
springs from lJIllall wiangulafo pedestals of soft, spongy, elastic bark at the junction 
of the boug-hB, Tile bud scales continue to encircle their l'espective twigs for 
several year.t. Captain Lewis hae counted as many as the growth of four years 
beyond- the scales; it y4ekJs but little lIosin, anr! we have lleV(~r been able ~e 
diseovet' the" c()ne, although we ha\'t;' killed several. 

The second , a much more common specia, a.nd constltates at least one 
half of the- timber in tbi$c lleitfbb~rhood. " It set>JDS to l'Csemhle a spruce, rising 
from ORe hundred and si~ty to ORe hundred and eighty feet, and is from four to 



six in diameter, straight, round, and regularly tapering. The bark is thin, of a 
dark colour, much divided in sm~lL longitudinal interstices: the hark of the 
boughs and young trees is somewhat smooth, but not equal to the balsam fir: 
the wood is white, very !loft, hut difficult to rive: the trunk is a simple, branch­
ing, -and diffuse stem, not so proliferous as the pines amI firs usually are. It pnts 
forth budlS from the sides of the small boughs, as well as froni theil' extremities: 
the stem terminates like the cedar, in a slender pointed top: the leaves are 
petiolate, the footstalks short, aCe rose, rather more than half a line In width, and 
very unequal in length; the greatest length seldom exceeJs one inch, while 
other leaves intermixed on every bough, do not exceed a quarter of an inch. 
'fhe leaf ha. .. a small longitudinal channel on the upper disk, which is of a deep 
and glossy green, while the under disk is of a whitish green only: it yields but 
little rosit). What is remarkable, Ute COlle i., not longer than the end 'of a 
man's thumb; it i~ soft, flexible, of an ovate form, and produced at the ends of the 
small tWigs. ' 

The third species resembles in aU points, the Canadian balsam fil·. It grows 
from two and a half to four feet in diameter, and rises to the height (If eighty or 
an hundred fcct. 'rhe stem is simple, branching, and proliferous: it!'; leaves are 
sessile, acerous, one eighth of an inch in length, and one sixteenth ill width. 
thickly scattered on the twigs, and adhere to the three under sides only; gibbous, 
a little declining, obtusely pointed, soft, and flexible. The upper disk is longi­
tudinally marked with d &light channel, of a deep, glossy g'reen; the under of a 
pale green and not glosl'>Y. This tree affords in considerable quantities, a fitle 
deep aromatic balsam, resembling the balsam of Canada in taste and appearance. 
The smalJ pistils filled, rise like a blister on the trunk and the branches. The , 
hal'k that envelops these pistils, is 80ft and easily punctured: the gent!ral 
appearance of the hark is dark and smooth: but not 80 remarkable for that 
quality as the white pine of our country. The wood 18 whIte anci soft. 

The fourth species tn size resemhles the second. The stem is &illaple, branch­
ing, ascend:ng, and proliferou8; the bark is of a reddish dark browD,and,thitker 
than that of the third species, divided by small Jongitudinal interstices, not 50 

much magnified as in the second species. 'fhe relative position of. th~ leaves 
resemble those of the balsam fir, excepting that they are only two-thirds the 
~idih, and little more t han half the length, and that the upper disk is not so green 
and glossy. 'fhe wood yields no balsam, and hut little rosin. 'l'he wood is white 
and tough although rather porous. 

Thp fifth species in size resemh~es the :second, and' has'" a trunk simple. 
branching, and proJifer9us. The bark is of a thin dark brown, divided lobgitil· 
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dinally by intllllStices, ana scaling off in thin rolling fi,lkes,' It yid~s but little 
l.talsam: two-thirds of tHe diameter of the trlluk ill the celltl'(, PI'C!'(,lIts a l'(;ddi~ 
whit~; the rOOlaindt:!t' IS white, porom" and tough: tile twig!> arc 1l1l1l;:1 lOllger 
aDd lJlOl'e tJemier than ill either of the other specit'i'>; the leaves an: Ul't'l'Ohl), oue­
tWt:tltidh of all inch ill w)dth, and Olle iuc.h ill J<·ugth; ~exldc, ill:,el'~e(l Orl all 

liides of the lJOtlg'l, stl'ai~ht, and olJlH{lwly pomting' to" anb the cx.ircllLi .. 

tie", rrhc upper disk haH a small lou~'ltud1l'a) (llUlilId, and IS of a deep 
gr.ecn, ftlKi Hot so glossy as the babam fir. rrhe Il11JU' dil'>k i~ of a })'11e 
gJ1oon. 

We have seen a species of tbi" fir' 011 low nHI.J'~lly g:roliud:., I'cscmiJiillg iu all 
points the foregoing, ex.cept that it uranehe... mOl't· ddtlhH dy, 'nus tree iii 
generally thirty feet in height, and two in dlamet(~l', TIH' difi'u:-.ioll of Iti> umuehe.\ 

may result froul its open situation, al) it beldolll gl'O" ~ In \II(! lleJg'hbollJ hood of 
fU)other tree. The cone is t~o and a half inch(;') III length, and tlm:c and three 
quarters in it:.. g'reate-.t circumference, It tapf'r-; l'cgnlarl) to <l poiht, aud u;. form,' 
ed of the imbricated beales, of a \)ltmUy rounded forw. A tbin leaf il) ln~cr\.ed in 

the pith of the cOlle,which ovedays the ce.Dtl'eof, and extend!; half an inc.b tieyolld 
the point of each scale. 

The sixth tq>ecies does not differ fl'OID what is usually denominated the white 
pine iu Virginia. The unusual length of the cone seeols to constitute the onleY 
dj B:ere nee. It is sometimes sixteen or eighteen inches in length, and is about 
four in circumference. It grows on the north bide of tfle Columbia, near tb.e 
ocean. 

The sevenU), and last 6pecies, grows m low grounds, and in ,places fref!llontl,y 
olVertlown by the tide, seldom rising bigher than thirty-ave ft::et, aud not DiWt;e 

t'Lan fJOfU two and a half to {oW' in diameter: the stem is simple, braul"hing, a,Q., 
pllQlifer()us: the bal'k l'eliembles that of the first species, but wore rugged: the 
leaves are 8cerose, tW4 .. tenths of an inch in width, tbree-fourtl,ls in ~ngtb" fi~'Il\, 

stiff, and a Jittle ooumioated: they end in sbort pointed tendrils, gihhaus, and 
thi~kJf. scattel"e4 IOn .. n slde, gf the br-allch, though tbey adhere to thert.hree llnJ~ 
:sides o&l~: taese WRel'ted 00 the uuder /'tide inclille sidewise, with "Ww.ard poinu, 
presenting the leaf in the _pe of a sithe: the others are pointiRg' up.wards, sex­
tile J\w1 Jik.e thase,of ·the fittst ipecieQ, grow from the small trianguJa.r pede~als, 
li)f _ bark., 'PUDgy, ~ft, and el.utiC4 rl~he under disk is of A dew glossy.g'feep, 
the other of a pale whiti.ih green: tJJe boughs retain the iaaV6s i"'f a. sill( y~~ 
growth: the bud scRles resemble tho~ of the first species: tile ~~e js Qf all ovate 

~ .r. I\nd.Q. half me •. in,iel.\lth, a~·thr~ ,in circu.mf~~nc, thjc"est in 
the ~1e,. 4Ild~Qg ,aQQ J*erJl.li~ti'i iJL~,.. ob~ ~~>:. i,t ~ cqmpo~d 
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of slPaU, hexible scales, imbricated, and of a re<ldish brown colour. Each of 
these scales covers two small se(>~ls, and is itself covered in the centre by a 
small, thin, inferior scale, acutely pointed: these scales proceed from the sides of 
the bough, as well as ii'om its ('xtremities. It was nowhere seen above the Wap­
patd-o. The ~tcUl of the black alder arrives to a great size. It is simple, 
b'ranching, and diffllse: the hark is smooth, of a lig'ht colour, with white spread­
ing spot!oO, rel'lembhng 1 hose of the bceeh: the leaf, fructification, &c. resemble 
precisely those of the cummOll alder of OUI' country: the shrllbs grow separately 
from different roots, and )\01 in clust£'rs, like those of the Pnited States. The 
black alder does not cast its leaf until the first of December. It is sometimes 
found growing to the heig'ht of sixty or seventy feel, and is {rnm two to four in 

diameter'. 
3. iI'h,erc is a tree common to the.columhia river, below the entrance of Ca­

taract river, when divested of its foliage, much resembling the ash. 'l'hc trunk 

is simple, branching, and diffuse: the leaf is petiolatf', plain, divided by four (leep 
lines, and resembling those of the palm, and considerably lobate: tl.e Jobes ter­
minate in from three to five angular points, and their margins are innenterl with 
irregular and somewhat circular incisures: the petiolate is cylindrical, smooth, 
and seven inches long; the leaf itself eight illches ill length, and t weJve in 

breadth: this tree is frcquently three feet in ciiameter, and rises from forty to 
fifty feet: the fruit is a winged seed, somewhat resembling that of the 

maple. 
In tbe same part of the ('ountry there is also another growth, resemhling the 

white maple, though much smaller, and is seldom to be seen of more than six or 
seven inches in diameter. These trees grow in clusters, from fifteen to twenty 
feet 1n height, from the same bed of roots, spreading and leaning outwards: the 
twigs are long and s1euder, the stem simple and branching', the bark, in colour, 
resembling the white maple, the leaf is petiolate, plain, scattered, Ilearly circular, 
with acate, angular mcisures round the margin, of an inch in length, and from 
six to eight in number: the acute angular points so formed. are crenate, 
three inches in length and four iR width: the petiole is cylindric, smooth, and 
an inch and a quarter in length, and the fruit is not known. 

The undergrowth ('onsiflts of honeysuckles, alder, seven bark or nine batk, 
h';Jclleberry, a shrub like the quillwood, a plant like the' mountain-holly, a. 
green briar, file fern. 

1. The hooeysnckle commOl\ to the United States we found In this n~j:o'b-
, b • 

b~Y.r~ood. We first discovered the honeysuckle on the wlters of the Kooskc)()~ 
kee, near the Chopunn~h nation, amI' again below the gra.nd rapid •. 
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2, The aldel', which i:; abo common to our coulilry, was found in great, 

abundance in the woodlands, on this side of the Rocky lll(,untains. It differ's 
ill the colour of it .. btlTY: this being of a palo sky blue, while that of the 
United States is of a deep purple 

3. The seven bark, or, as it is ufouully denommated, tll(' nine bark o( t.he 
U llited States, is also common to thil> cl)uutry, 

4. 'l'he huckleberl'J. 'nJcre ito. a spt'cies of huckleherry, common to the 
highlands, from the conllDCllCellJCnt of the Columbian val1ey to the sea-coast, 
rising to the height of six or eight feet, branching and diffuse: the trunk is cy­
lindrical, of a dark brown colour; the collateral hranches are green, smooth, 
and square, and put forth a. numbet' of altcl'llate hranche:: of the same colour, 

and from the two horizontal foides ouly. 'fhe fruit is a small deep purple ber'ry, 
heM in lUuch esteem by th£' lIatives: the leaf i~ of u pale grf'f'n, ~tPd small, 
three-fonrths of an inch ill lclJgtl" alld three-eighth.., in width, oval, terminating' 
more acutely at the apex than at the insertion of th(' foot stalk , the base is· 
nearly entire, and but slightly serrate: the footstalks are short; their relative 
position is alternate, t wo-rauked, and proccedmg from the horizontal sides of the 

boug-hs only. 
{). 'l'hqc are two species of shrubs, first seen at the grand !'aplds of the 

<.:olumbia, and which have silwC' been seen dsewlwre: they g-row in rich dry 
grounds, usually in the neighbourhood of ~ome watf'r-COUl''le: the roots are creep· 
iug and cylindrical: the sttID of the first species i~ from a foot to eig-htecH 
inches in height, and abont a~ large as un ordinary g'oose (tuill: it is simple, Ull­

branched, aud erect: its leaves are caulinc, cOll1ponnd, and spreading': the 
leaflets arv jointeo, ano oppositely pinnate, three pair, auo terminating in one 
~-e}.tile, wiuest at the base, and tapering to an acuminate point: it is an inch 
and a. quarter in its greatest wiuth, and three inches and a quarter in lell~tlt : 
each point of the mal gin is aruwd with a subulate thorn, and from thirtcen to 

seventeen in number: are veined, glossy, carinated and wrinkled: their points 
obliquely tending' to Nards the extremity of the common footstalk: the stem of 
the se<:ond species is procumbent, about the ~ize of that. of the first species, 
jointed and unbranched: its leaves are cauline, compound, amI oppositely pin­
nate: the rib is from fourteen to sixt.een inches in Jength, cylindric and smooth: 

the ~ea.flets are two inches and a half long, and one inch wide, and of the 
greatest width half an inch from the base: this they l'f'gularly ~urrouud, an'd 
fr()lll the same point tapering to an acute apex: this is usually t.erminated with 
a. ~all stJb.ul~tt- thO!'ll: they are jointed and oppositely pinnaje, consisting of six 
pair, and t~r~inatillg in 011e: sessile, serrate, and ending' In a small Sllhnlaf.e 
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spire, froml twenty-nve to twenty-se"en ill nnmber: they are' smooth, plain, and 
of a deep gl'(~en, and all olJliquely tending towards the extremity of the foot­
stalk: the" retain their O"eeen all winter. T'he large l .. afed thorn, has a leaf 

" ~ 
about two inches and a half long, which is p(·tiolate, ann conj\l~te: th-e leaftcls 

are ?etiol::tte, actltply pointed, having their mar~ins cut with une<lual and irr'e­
g,;lar incisures: the shrub, which we had once mistaken for the large· leafed 
thoi'll, re!!embJcd the stem of that shrub, excepting the thorn: it bear" a Jarge 
three healkJ leaf: the briar is of the class polyaudria, and ol'der poligymnia : 
the flowers are sillgle: the pecJuncle long and cylindrical: the calyx is a peri­
anth, of OtiC leaf, ii, e cleft, and acutt'ly pointed: the perianth IS proper, erect, 
inferior in hoth petals, and g'crnwn: the corona cOll!;ists of five acute, pale scar­
let petals, illserted in the receptacle with a shOl,t and narrow cleft: the corolla 

is smooth, modemtely 10llg, situated at the base of the germen, permunent; and 
in sha.pe r~s('mhling' a cup: the stamens -and filalIlent~ are sllbl1lute, inserted into 
the receptade, unequal and bent inwards, concealing the p,vstilium: the anther 
is two lobed and influted, situated Oll the top of the filament of the pystilium : 
the germ i~ conical, imhric-:lted, super'jor, sessile and short: the styles are short, 

compared with the stamt'lI, capillary, smooth and ohtuse: they are distributed 
over the sllrfaec of the germ, and deciuuous without. any perceptihle stamen. 

7. rl'he grt'en briar grows mo"t abundantly 1n rich dry lands, in the vicinity 
of a \\ atct-coUl''i€, and is found in small <Jl1antities in piny lanus at a distance 
from the watt:I'. J n the' forUler' I'.itllation tile stt'tn is frequently of the size of 
a man's fing{;r, and ri"es perpclldieuJady timl· Of' five feet: it then descends ill 

an arch, hecomes procnmhent, 01' \'('sts on SOUlt' neighbouring plants: it is 

simple, unbranched, and cy liudric: :n the latter situation it grows much 8maIle~, 
and usual! y procurn bent: the l'Item is armed wid) sharp and forked briars: 
the leaf f.S petiolate, tern ate, :lI1d resembles in shape and appearance ttn~ of the 
pnrplc ra:-pbcrry, so eOlUlllon to the Atlantic states: the fruit j~ a bvrr,y resem­
hling tlll.: LJad..berry ill all points, and is eaten wht,tl ripe hy the nativC8, 

which th'~'y ilU!d ill Illud. cstecllI J although it is not dried for winter con sump­
tizm. This ... hm1) wa~ first discovered at the entrance of Qllicksand river: it 
g-row-. sO ahundantly in the fe\'tile valley of Columbia, and the island" that the 
country is almost impelletrable: it retains its verdure late in HUmmer. 

, ~I llcsicJes the fern alreaJy described, as furnishing a nntritibus root, there 
arc two othef'l!lants of the sallie species, which may be divided into the J~e 
and the slllall :, the large 1(!l'IJ rises three or four feet: the steDI is a common 
footstalk, procecdiu.g' immediately from the radix, somewhat fulIt, abo'nt the Mite 

of a . man's arm, and co:vered with irummerable black coarse capiUary radicle&. 
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issuing from every part of its surface: one of these roots, win send t'orth fl'Om 
twenty to forty of these common footstalks, b~ndillg outwards from the ~om:lIon 
centre: the riLs al'e cylindric, and mat'ked longitudinally their whole len~:th, 
with a groove on the upper side: on either side of this groove, and a little be. 
low its edge, the leaflets are inserted: these are shortly petiolate for about two. 
thirds the length of the middle rib, commencing from the bottom, and from 
thence to the extremity sessile: the rib is terminated by a single undivic1eu Ian­
ceolate leaflet: these al'e from two to four inches in length, and have a small 
acute angular projection, and obliquely cnt at the hase: the uppel' surface is 
smooth, and of a deep green: the undt'r snrface of a pale grf'f'n, and covered 
with a brown protuberance of a woolly appearance, particularly Ii ear the central 
fibre ~ the leaflets are alternately pinnate, and in number, from one hundred and 
ten to one hundred and forty: they are "hm'test at the two extremiti.es· of the 
common footstalk, larg-est in the centrt", g:mdually leng-thening, ,and dimimshing 
as they sncceed each other. The small fern rises likewise with a common foot­
stalk from the radix, frOID four to eig'ht in Humher: from four to tight inches 
long: tile c(>ntral rib is lmlr-ked with a slight longitudinal gl'oove throughout its 
whole length: the leaflets are oppositd~' pinllate, about one-third of the Jength 
of the ('ommon footstalk, from the bottom, and thence alternately pinnate: the 
foot,,1aJk terminates in a simple undivided lanceolate leafl(,t: these are oblong, 
obtuse, comex, absolutely entire, and the upper disk is marked with a slight 
longitudinal groove: near the upper c~tremit.y these leaflets are decursively 
pinnate, as are all those (If the large fern. Both of these species remam green 
during the winter. 

The quad'rllpeds of this country from the Rocky mountains to thp Pacific 
oc~;n, may hp, conveniently divided into the domestic and the wild animals. 
The first embraces the horse "ud dog 0I11~'. 

The horse is confined principally to the nations inhahiting the great plains 
of the Columbia, extending from latitude forty to fifty north, and occupying the 
tract of territory tying between the Rocky monntains, and a mng'e of moun­
tains which puss the Colnmhin. river about the Great Falls from longitude six­
teen to one hundred and twenty-one west. 'I.'be 8hoshollees, the Chopunnish, . 
8okulks, Escheloots, Eneshnrc .. , and Chil1ucklttequaws, all enjoy the benefit of 
that doeile, noble, and genel'ous nniOlal; ancl aU of them, except the last three" 

pO!l5eAl immense numbers. 
Tl'hey appeal'> flo be (!)f an excellent race, iofty, cleg-antly {tll'med, acth'e and 

durable: many of them appear like nne E!lglish coursers; some of them are 
llied, ·with.' large: spots of white irregularly scattered, and iqtel'Jnixed with a dark 
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brown bay. the greater part, howcver, are of an uniform colour, markell with 
stars and white feet, and resembl~ in A~etncss and bottom, as wen as in form 
and colour, the best blooded horses of Vil·ginia. The natives I'ufi'er them to 
rnn at large in the plains, the grass of which afi(wds them tIlt'it' only winter sub. 
sist~nce; their masters taking no trouhle to lay in a winter's store for them: 
~-evel'theless they will, unless much exercised, fatten on the dry gral>s af­
forded by the pJains during the winter. The plains are rarely, if tover, moistencd 
by rain, and tlll' gras~ is consequently short and thill. '1'be natives, excepting 
those of the Rocky moulltains, appear to take no paills in st::1ecting their male 
horses for breed; and iudeed, those of that class appear much the most indjffer­
ent. "'hether the horse was originally a native of this country or not, the s(,)il 
and climate appear to be perfectly well adapted tu the nature of this animal. Horses 
are said to be found wild in many parts cJ thi~ extensive country. Til,> scvt'fal tribes 

of Shoshonces W~lO reside tow}]rd!> :Mexico, on the waters of the Mlltlomah ri\-cl> 
and particularly one of them; called Hhaboboah, have also a g-reat number 
of mules, which the Indiall~ prize mol'C highly than horses. An ('ieg-uut horse 
may be purchased of the nati, es for a few beaus or other paltry trinkets, which 
in the U mted 8tates would not cost more than olle 01' t" 0 dollars. 'll he :lhun­
dance and cheapness of horses, will be extremely advantageous to those who 
may hereafter attempt the fur tl'ade to the Ea/,t' lndic!', by the way of the Colum­

bia river, and the Pacific ocean. 
2. The dog is unusually small, al)()ut the size of all ordinary cur: he is usually 

parti-coloured, amongst which, the hlack, "hite, Lrown, and briudle, are the 
colours most predominant: the head is long, the llooSe pointed, the eyes smaJJ, 
the ears erect and pointed, like those of the wolf: the hair is ~hort ant! smooth, 
excepting on the tail, where it is long- and straig'ht, like that of the onlinary ~u~ 
dog. The natives 11(:' er eat the fJebh of this animal, and he appears to be in no 
I)ther way serviceahle to them than in hunting the elk. 

The second division comprehends the brown, white, or grisly 'Lear, tlw black 
bear; the deer, common red deer, the black-tailed fallow deer, the mule de~~:, 
the elk, the wolves, the large browu wolf, the small wolf of the plains, the 

tiger-cat, the foxes, the common red fox, the silver fox, the fisher or black 
fox, the large red fox of the plains, the kit-fox, 01' small fox of the plain~, the 

. iintelope, the sheep, ucavt:l', common oUel', sea-otter, mink, ~eal, racoon, squir­
rels, large lray sqnirrel, Mllall gray squirrel, small brown sq~irrd, grourid $quir' 

,f f 

reI, braro, rai, mouse, mole, pauthcr, hare, mhbit, pole oat or skvn'k. 
First, the brown, white or grisly bear, which seem to nerof the' saine fa.~i,t.y 

with an accidental vafiation of col~ur only, inha.bit t~e timbered parts "p/ :th. 
W 5 
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Rocky mountains. rrhey are rarely found GU the western side, and arc more 

commonly below the Rocky mountain!', in the plains, or On their horders, amid!>t 

cop"cs of btush auu underwood, and near the water courses. \Ve ar~ una b!t; 

to Jearn that they inhabit at all in the \\ ooc1y country hOl'(lerillg" on the c~ast, 

a~ far in the intl'rior as the ran~(; of monntains which pas!' the Columbia, hetwe €'l 

the gteat falls and the rapids of that ri\ t'I'. 

2. The black bear differ~ in 110 r('~pect from tho<.,e common to the U nitf'a 
States. They chiefl'y inhahit timbel'ed [>:u t~ of th(' Rocky mountain." a'ld like­

wise the borders of the grf'at plains of the Collllllbia. 'rhey are sometime:. 
found in the tract whi('h lie~ between those plaills and the Pacific ocean. One 

of our hunters saw une of this specie..;, which wa~ the only one we haVe (lisco­
vered since our residellce ill Fort Clatsop. 

3. 'The decr arc of three kind:;: the rOtlllllOn 1 cd du'!", tLe black-taiicd fallow 
rteer, and the mule Ileer. 

f. The common r('u dccr inhaLit the rocky mountain ... , in the neighhouriln.)(l 
of th(' CfIOPUIIUi:.h, and ahout the Colnmhia, and down the river a ... low as 

where the tIde water commences. They do 1I0t appear to differ essen·· 
tilllly from tho ... e of the United States, being the salllc jn shape, size, and ap­
pearance. Tbe tail is however different, which is of an llOusual length, far 
exceeding that of the common deer. Captain Lewis measured Ollt', and found it 

to be seventeen inehclt> long. 
2. 'l'he black-tailed fallow dt:er are pt·cu!:ar to this coast, and are a distinct 

"pecies, partaking eqnally of the (llmlitie~ of the mute and the common deer. 
Their cars are longer, and their wilth-}' coat darker than those of the common 

deDI. The receptacle of tlIt' eye more ('onspicl1ous, their legs ~hortel', their 

hodies thicker and, larger. 'rhe tail is of the same length with that of the 

common decl', the hair on the under side" hite, and on its sides and top of a 
deep jetty black: the hams resemble in form and co)onr those of the Illule, 
which it likewise resembles in its gait. 'rhe black-tailed deer neve) nms at 
full speed, but bounds with {overy foot frotH the ground, at the same time', like 
the mule deer. He sometimes inhabits the woodlands, but 1110re often the 

pl'airit's and Gpen grounds. It may be generally ~aid, that hc is of a size lm'ger 
than the common deer, and less than the mule deer. The flesh is seldom fa.t, 

and in flavour is.far interior to any other of the species. , 
3: The mule deer inhabit hoth the sea-cot'l.st and th~ plains of the Missouri., 

and likewise the ~order8 of the Kooskooskee river, in the neighboutbood of the 
Rocky mountains. It is not k110wn whetller they exist in the interim' or the 

~reat piain~ o(the Colombia,ol' on the lower bordel's, nearthe mountains whicb 



464 
'Pass tlie river above the great Falk The properties of this Ilninml have already 
heen noticed. 

4. The elk is of the same sp<>cies with dlat whi('h inhabits lllueh the gl'catest 
part of North America. They arc ('OIl\\1lOn to every part of this cOlin try, as 

""ell the timbered land as the plains, but are much mOI'e ahundant ill tlle for­
mer thnn in the lattel'. In the month of March we discmrored sevt"ral which 
had not cast their horn'l, and others where the new horn", had grown to the 
length of six inches. The laUPl' were ill much the be"t order, and from hellce 
we draw the infel'core that the leanest elk retain their horns the longest. 

5. The wolf is either the large brown wolt~ or the wolf of the plains, of 
which la'st there arc two kinds, th(~ large and the small. The Jarge brown wolf 
inhabit!' the woody conntries on th(' horders of the Pacific, and the mountain" 
which pass the Columbia river, between..the great Falls aDd rapids, and reiem­
bles in all point!) those of the United 8tates. 

The large and small wolve" of the plains princlpaUy inhahit the open coun­
try and the woodlands on their borders. 'rhey resemble, both io appear­
ance and habit. those of the Missouri plains. 'rhey are by 110 means abun­
dant in the plains of the Columbia, as they meet there bnt very little gaule for 
their subsistence. 

6. The tiger-cat inhabits the hordt>rs of tile plains, QDd the woody country in 
the neighbourhood of the Pacific. This animal is of a Slze larger than the wild 
cat of our country, and much the same in form, agility, and ferocity. The 
colour of the back, neck, and sides, is of a reddish brown, irregularly var\egated 
with small spots of dark brown: the tail is about two inches long, and l"learly . 
white, except the extremity, whi(~h is hlack. It terminates auruptly, as ,if it 
had been amputated: the belly is wlllte, and beautifully variegated with SIflaH 
black spots: the legs are of the same colour with the sides, and tbe back i~ 

marked transversely 'With hlack stl'ipes; the ears are black on the .Quter side, 
covered with fine, short hair, except :rt the llpper pOolut, which i~ furp#~ed 
with a pencil of hair, fine, straight, and black, three-folAlths ,of an iQ~ht in 
length. The hair of this animal is long anfl fine, .far ex~eecUng that ~\the<wild 
cat of the United States, but inferior in that quality io that uf tbe bEtal: Qf, f the 
lJorth.west. The skin of this animal is iu gt·eat demand amoogst ,the AaCives, 
for of this they form their robes, and it require. four to ,m~ ,UD .theI<comllle-

" ment. 
7. Of tbe foxes ,,,e have seen several species. 

The 'large red fox ()f the plaim~ _ the- kit..fOK .'SUlaU~e.Uo"',.f.~,fJt.inRI 
8N the same as al'.3 round on the bunks .of the Mitseuri. They :are {~ 
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almost exclusively in the open plains, or on !he tops of brush within the level 
country: the common red fox of the United States inhaoits the t."oulItl'y bor­
dering the coast, nor does this animal appear to have undcl'g'one any altera~ 
tion. 

The black fox, or, as it is tcrmed in the neighbourhood of Detroit,· the 
fisher, is found in the woody country bordering on the coast. How it !>hould 
have acquired this appellation it is difficult to imagine, as it certainly doe;; not 

prey upon fish. These animah are extremely strong and active, and admirably 
expel'! in climhing: this they pel-form with the grpatest ease, and bound from 
tree to tree in punmit of the squirrel or racoon, their mosi usual food. Their co­
)OUl· is of a jetty ),Iack, excepting a small whitc .,pot upon the brea&t~ the body 
is long, the legs short, and resembling those of the ordinar,v tnrnspit d,)g, The 
tail )S l'emul'kably long, and hot differing' in other particular~ from that of the 

ordinul'Y fox. 
The silver fox is an animal, cry rare, cven in the country h(' inhahits. 'Ve 

have seen nothing but the skins of this aIllmal, aud tllo&o in the possession of 
the natives of the woody country below the Columbia fall:., which makes us 
conjecture it to be an inhabitant of that country exclusively. Prom the skin 
it appeared to be of the size of the large red fox of the plains, resembling that 
animal in fo"" and particularly in the dimensions of the tail. The legs Cap.­
tain Lewi& conjectured to he somewhat larger. It has a 10ng deep lead-co­
)(}ured fUf, for foil, intermixed WJth Inng hairs, either of a white or black 
CoiOUf at the lower part, and invariably white at the top, forming a most beau­
tifol 'Silver gray. Captain Lewis thought this the most beautiful of the whole 
s)lecies, exce})ting one which he discovered on the Missuuri, near the natural 

'WaJls. 
8. rI'he antelope inhabits the great plains of the Columbia, and resembles 

th~e round on the banks of the Missouri, and indeed in E very part of the un­
timbered country, but they are by no meant! so abundant on this as on the other 
aide of the Reeky monntains. The natives in this place make themselves rooes 
of thew skins, and preserve the hair entire. In the summer and autumn, when 
the salmon, begin to decline, the majority of the natives leave the sides of the 
river, and reside in the open plains, to hunt the antelope, which they pursue on 
horseback, and shoot with their art·ows. 

9. The sheep lS found in many places, but mostly in the timbbed p~rts of 
the Rocky mountains. They live in greater numbers on the chain of mountains' 

fcmmllg'the commencement of the woody country on the CQast, and pa.saing the 
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ilolamhia'betweetl the falls and rapids. ".,. e have oaly seen the skins or these­
auimals, which the natives dress with the wool, ~nd the blankets which they 
manufacture fl'om the wool. 'fhe animal, from this evidence, a.ppears to be of 
the size of our commoll sheep, of a white colour: the wool is fine on many parts 
of the body, but in }eng,th not equal to that of our domestic sheep. 0. the back, 
a~d particularly on the top of the head, this is intermixed wit~ a considerable 
ptoportion of long straight hairs. From the Indian accouut, these animal~ have 
erect pointed horns: one of our engage(>s informed Uli that he had seen them in 
the black hills, and that the horns were lunated like those of our domestic sheep. 
We llave ne\et'thelcss too many proofs to admit a doubt of their existing, and 
in consideL'able numLers on the monntains 11ear the coast. 

] o. The beaver of this ('ountl'Y is large and fat: the flesh is very palata.ble, 
and at onr. tabJe was a ,-eal luxury. On ~e 7th of January, 180t), our hunter 

, found a beaver in,his traps, of which ht' made a bait for taking oth{'rs ~ this bait 
will entice the beaver to the trap, 'as far as he can sOlell it, and thi!. may be 
fairly stated to be at the distance of a mile, as their sense of smellillg' is very 
acute. To prepare beaver bait, the castol' or bark stone is first gently pressed 
from the Lladder-like bag which contains it, into It phial of tOur ounces, ~ith a 
large mouth: five or six of these stones are thus takelJ, to which must be added 
a 'nutmeg, a dozen 01' fifteen cloves, and thi,-tf grains of ciooamgllt finely pul­
Tel'ized and stirred together, and as much ardent spirits added to the compo~i­
tion as will reduce the whple to the consistf'ocy of lOWltard. All this must be 
carefully corked, as it soon loses its efficacy if exposed to open air. 'fhe scent 
becomes mueh stronger: in four or nve days after prepal'ation, and, provided 
proper precaution is exercised, will preAcrve its efficacy for months. Any stro~i 
aromatic spice"! will answer; their sole virtue being to give variety and pun­
gency to the scent of .he bark stone. The male beaver has six stones, two of 
which cOntain a substance much hke finely pulverized bark, of a pale yellow 
eoJonr, and in smell relffimbling tanners' oo~; tLese arc called bark stoneS Of' 

easton. Two others, which like the bark stone resemble small bladder!;, co.ntaiD 
plde strong oil, of a strong rank. smell, and are called the oil stone, and t~ 
oGer two are the testicles. The hark stones are two inchtfi in ~ngth; the 
others are somewhat smaller, of an oval fo'"m, and lie in a bunch tGgetber, b~ 
twe~n the skin and the root of the tail t with which they are clo$ely c~nne~~, 
and seem, w'·communicate. The female briogs forth once in a. year only, :and 
bas SOmetitDe8 two and sometimes, four at 8"i1irth. which U8U~ <b_ppent. ~ ., 
fatter end of 'May fl. tAe begiaoing pC Jiaae,,.at this. time·8h~ is -BaUd, $.Q,.M 
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the'male from the lodge, who would otherw~se destroy the ':;oung. 'I'hey pro-. 
pagate like the lowl, by the gut, and the male has no other bcxual dl~"nclioll 
t-hat we erntld discover. 

11. 'rbe common otter has aIt'eady been descrihed, alld thi", Stpecies doe. 
not-di1fer "<lIn those inhabiting the otber parts of America. 

12. rf'he sea·otter rCHides only on the sea-eoa.,t, or in the ueighbC!tttThood ot 
the salt water. When fully grown, he arrives to the &17.C of a large mastiff dog. 
The enrs and eyes, paTticularly the former, which are not an inch in length, are 
thick, pointed, fleshy, and covered with short hail': the tail is ten il1che~ lOllg, 
thiek at the point of iniertjoll and partially ('overed witb a deep flJr on the upper 
side: the legs ar~ Vf'ry short, and the feet, which have five toc!> each. are braad. 
large, and w~bLed: the IflbJ1t am covered with fur, and the feet with short miir: 
the body of this animal is long, ~md of the same thi('kne~:, throughout.: from the 
extremity of the tail to the nose th~>y measure five ftet. The colour is a uniform 
dark brown, and, when in good orJer and season, perfectly hlack. This animal 
is unrivalled for the beauty, richness, and softness of his fur: the Inner part of 
the fur, when opened, is lighter than the surface in its natural position: there 
are some black 'and shinning hairs intermixed with the fur, which are rather 
longer, and add much to its beauty: the fur ab~ut tile ears, nose and eyes, in 
some of this specie~, presents a lighter colour, sometimes a brown: their young 
m-e often sef'n Of a ueam-colollrefl white about the nose, eyes and forehead, aad 
which aloe always much lighter than tlleir other paIU: their fur is however much 
inferior to that of the full grown otter. 

13. 'l'he mink inhabits the woody country bordering on the ooast, and doea 
nqt diffel' iu any point from those of the U nit.ed 8ta1;('s. 

14, 'fhe seal are found on this ('oast in great numbers, and as far up th~ 
Colllmbia river at!! the Great ~'\alls, and nOlle have been dif>covereu beyond them. 
The flkiI*! of such a~ captam IJewis f'x~min6d, were covered with a sbot;t, coarse, 
stiff, and glossy hair, of a reddish brown colour. This animal, when in the 
water, appea~d of a black ooloor, and sometimes spotted with white. We 
believe that there are "eveTu] spec'ies of this animal to be found in this country., 
hut we couKI . wot procure a sufficHmt number to make the examinatwll: th~ 
.ins were rw~isf"ly "f the same kind as our countrymen employ ill the m8.llU .. 

facture 0f trunks. 
15. The r~oon inhabits.wOQdy couutries bordering on the .chast, in ~n .. 

siderelAe T$m"eJ'8~ and is caught by the nati ves with snares or pitfalls: they 
hoWtheir-;sktns in but tittle or no eshmatiQn, and very seldom .... ke tbe&D intq 
robes. 
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16. rfbe squirrels we have seen, are, 
The large gray squirrel. This aniuJal appears to be an inhabitant of a 

narrow tract of country, well covered with whiteoak timber, and situated on the 
upper side of the mountains just below Columbia Falls. This animal we have 
only found in those tracts which have been covered with timber; tot' in countries 
where pine is most abundant, he does not appeal': he is much superior 111 &ize to 
the common gray squirrel, and "("sembles in form, colour and size, the fox 
squirreJ of the AtlantIC states: the tail exceeds the whole length of the body 
and the head; the eyes are dur'k, the whiskers long and black, the Lack sides­
of the head and tail, aud outward part of the legs, are aU of a hlue coloured 
gray: the brea.o;;t, belly, and inner part of the body, are all of a pll'f! white: the 
hair is shOl't, like that of the fox squll't'el, though much fintr, and intermixed 
with a por.tion of fur. 'fhe natives hold .ae skin of this animal ill high estima­
tion) which they "9se in forming their roLes. He subsists on the aeol'll and 
filberts, which last grows ill great ~hundance in the I)ak country. 

ffhe small gray squirrel is common to every part of the Rocky mountains 
where timber abounds. He difters from the dark brown squirrel in colour only. 
The back, I'oides, neck, bead, tail and outer side of the leg-s, are of a browuibh 
lead-coloured gray: the taills sllg-htly touched with a durk reddish colour, neal' 
the extremity of bOUle of the hail's: the throat, 'breast, uelly, an~inuer parts,of 
the legs, are of the colour of a tanner's ooze, and lun e a narrow strip of black, 
commencing hehind each shoulder, and entering longitudinally about tb~'ee 

inches, between the culours of the Sides and belly. Theil' hahits arc precisely 
those of tile dark brown squirrel, and like them they are extremely nimble and 
active. 

'fhere is also a species of l-Iquirrcl, evidently uistinct, which we have deno~ 
minuted the burrowing hqllirrd. He inhabits these plums, and somewhat re­
selChles ~,bOS(' fount) on thf' :MisbOuri: he mea~urcs one foot and tive inches in 
length, of ",hieh ihe tail comprises t" 0 auJ a half inches only: the neck and 
legs are ~hort; fJw ('aI'S are likewise short, obtusely poiuted, and lie close to the 

head, and the aperture larger than will generally Le found among burrowing 
animak rrhe eyeb are of a moderate size, the pupil black t anq t.he iris of a 
dark sooty brown: the whibkers are full, long, and black: the teeth, and, indeed, . , . 
tt,e whole contour, resemble those of the squirrel: each foot has five toeBJ tb~ 
two inner ont:s of the fore-feet are remarkably short, and are equipped with 
blunt nails; the remaining toes on the ft'ont feet al'C long, black, slightly (!~ .. , 

apd sharply puirliecl: the bail' of the, tail is thickly inserted ,on the,sid.elIQnly, 
which gives it a. flat p.ppr-arance, and a long ova.l form: the tips of tb~ hair iw:~w, 
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ing the ollter edges of the tail are white, the o.ther extremity of a fox red: the 
under part of the tail resembles an iron gray; the upper is of a reddish hrown ~ 

the lower part of the jaws, the under part of the neck, legs, and feet, from the 
body and belly downwards, are of a lig-ht bl'ick red: the nost' and {'yes are of a 
darker shade, of the same colour: the nppf'l' part of the head, neck, and h;dy, 
are of a curious brown gray, with a slight tinge of brick red: the 10nger hairs 
of these parts are of a reddisl1 whitt, colon 1', at their extl'emiti,'s, and falling 
together, live this animal a speckled appearance. The:>e animals fonn in large 
companies, like those on the Missouri, occnpying with their hurrows sometimes 
two hundred acres of land: the burrows are separate, and each possesses, per· 
haps, ten or tweh c of these inhanit:mts. Then' is a little mound in front of the 
hole, formed of the earth thrown out of th(' hurrow, alld freqnrntly there ure 
three or fOllr distinct holes, fiJl'i1ling ont' hurl'ow, "itll thei'lf elltrance:.; around 
the base ofth('~e little 11I0unds. Thew mO'lllds, ~l.nnetinH's abont two fpet in height 
and fonr in diamt'ter, are occupied as watch·towt'rs by the inhahitanb of the~e 
little communities. The squirrel .. , om' or more, arc irregularly distributed on 
the tract they thn .. occupy, at the distance of ten, twenty, 0\' sometimes from thirty 
to forty yards. 'Vhen anyone approaches, they make a slll'ill whistling' sound, 
somewhat resemhhng twe~t, tweet, tweet, the signal few their party to t;ke the 
alano, Hun to retire into their'intrenchments. They feed on the roots of 

grass, &c. 
The small brown squirrel is a heautifnl1iH1p animal, abont the size and form 

of the red squilTel of the cfI'>tcrn Atlantic state'> and Wl:'>tprn lakfs. The tail i~ 

as long as the ho(ly nnd 111'l'k, and fOl"llled like that of the rell sllu1rrel: the eyes 
ar/l black, the whiskers IOIlt; aud black hilt not uLJUlHlallt: the back, sides, head, 
neck, and outer part of the leg'> are of a l'f'ddish hrown: the throat, breast, belly, 
aud inner part of the legs are of a pale reu: thl' tail is a mixture of black and 
fox.colot1red red, 1n which the black pl'edominntes in the middle, and the other on 
th~ edgestand extremity. the hair of the body is about half an inch long, and so 
fine and S(lft it has the appearance of fill'; the hait, of the tail is coarser and dou­
ble in lehgth. 'rhis animal subsists chiefly on the seeds of various species of pine, 

u'tld is alw'als foul1d in the pine conntry. 
'1.'he gtound squirrel is found in every part of this country, 11S well in. the 

prairies as in the woodlands, and is one of the few animals which we have seen itt 
every part' of our Journey, and differs in no respect from those of the United 

St'ateS; 
i > 'Tlfere is'still another species, denominated 

IIqUiiftJ, \'fbt1l:Ul in the 'plains of the Missouri. 

4 

by captain Lewis, tlle'barking 
rrhis animal qammonly weigh,,· 



Ihree~ndll : tne colour isa llni.fCl~m In'ight brick red and grey, and the fOl'111('1' pr€~ 
.domiuates: the uutter side of the neck and belly are lighter than the othpr part.~ 
of the body: the legs are short, and the hrea:.t and shoulders wide: the head i1'l 
stout and muscular, and terminates more blul1Uy, wider, and flatter than that ot 
tM common squil'rel: the eaTS arc short, and have the appearance of ampl1ta­
tion: the jaw is. fllrni~hed with a pouch to contain his food, but not so la1'ge as 
that of the common squirrel: the nose is armed with whiskel's on each side, and 
~l few long hairs are ins('l'te<1 on each jaw, and dil'('etly over the eyes: the c)'e is 
small and black: (';lch fuot has five to('s, and the two outer ones are mftch shorter 

than those ill the centre. 'l'he two inner' toes of the fore-feet are long, soharp, nnd 
wen adapted to dig'ging- and scratching. 11'rom the extremity of the llose to the 
end of the tail this animal measures one foot and five inche~, of which the tail 
occupies fonr inches. Notwithstanding the ctllmsilless of his form, he is remark­
ably active, and he hurrows in the ground with great rapidity. These animals 
burrow and reside iu their little subterraneolls villages like the burrowing ~qnirrel. 
To these apartments, although six or eight usually associate together, there is but 
one entrance. Tl'hey are of great depth, and captain LeWIS once pursiled one to 
tile depth of ten feet, and did not reach the end of the borrow. 'rhey o( cupy, in 
thiB mallner, SC\'C1'a1 hundred acres of gnmnd, and when at rest their position is 

generally et"Cct on their hinder feet and rump': they sit with much confidence, 
and bark at the intrl1der as he approaches, with a fretful and harmless intrepidity. 
The note resembles that of the little toy-cl<>g: the yelps ~rc in quick and angry 
Bucce.~ion, attende(] by rapid and convulsive motions, as if they were determined 

to sally forth in defence of their freehold. 'l'hey feed on the grass of their village, 
the limits of which they never venture to exC€cd. A'S soon as the frost c9m­
menees, they shut themselves up in their cavel'llS, and continue until the Rpring 
opens. lI'he flesh (Jf~his animal is not unpleasant to the tastf'. 

17. Sewcllel is a name given by the natives to a small animal foond in 
the timbered ('ountrJ' on this coast. It is more abundant in the neighbourhood 
of the great ~"alls and rapids of the Columbia, thnn on the coast which we 
inhabit. 

The natives make great use of the skins of this animal in formin~ their l'ob~, 
which they dress with tbe fur on, and attach them together wjth sinews of the 
elk or deer: the follin, when dl·essoo. is from fourteen to eiU'hteen inches fong 

~ t:> 

and (rom seven to nine in width; the tail is always separared {rotn the skin by 
the natives" hen mak jog thE'ir robes. 'fbis animal mounts a tree' ann burrows ift 
the groon.} "reci6ely like a sq'1irrel: the ears are short, thin. and pointed, and 
~v.ered with a ille. sbPJ.'t hair, of a uniform reddillh brown: the bottom, ~r the 
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lJase of the wng hairs, which exceed the fur but little in length, as w\111 as the 
fur itself, arc of a dark colour next to the skih for two-thil'ds of the length of 
this auimal: the fur and hair are very fine, short, thickly set, and silky: the endii 
of the fUf, and tip of the hair, are of a reddish brown, and that ('olour predomi­
nates in the usual appearance of the animal. Captain Lewis offer~d considera&le 
rewards to the Indians, but was nevel' able to procure one of these animals 
alive. 

18. '!'he braro, so called fl'om the }'rench engageesp appears to be an 
animal otethe civet species, and lUuch resembles the common badger. These 
animal:. inhabit the open plains of the Columbia, sometimes those of the Mis­
souri, and ure sometimes found iu the woods; they burrow in hard grounds ",jtb 

surJ'ri~ilJg ease and dexterity, and will cover themselves in a very few lUoments: 
they have five long fixed nails un e~:h foot; those on the fore-feet are Ullich the 
lougest, and olle of those on each hind foot is donlJitl, like t.hat of th~ beaver: 
they weigh from foul'ttoen to eighteell pounds: the body is long in 11roPQrtion 
to its thickness: the fore legs are remarkably large, muscular, and are formed like 
tbose of the turnspit dog, and, as wen as the hind legs, are short: thelolc animals 
are broad aCl'oss the shoulders and hl·east: the neck is short, the mouth wide, 
and furnished with sharp straight teethp both above and below, with fonr sharp, 
stru.ight, pointed tU8ks~ two in the upper, aud two in the lower jaw: the eyes an; 
black ana small; whiskers arc placed in four points on each side neal,the nOl:le, 
and on tbe jaws near the upening of tht: mouth; the ear.s are ~hool't, wide, and 
oppressed, Wi if a part had been amputated: the tail ill four inches in JengtlJ, 
the hair of which is longeit at the point of the junction with the body, and growing 
~horter until it ends in an acute l)oint: tbe !lairs of the body are much shorter. 
on the sides and rump than those on any other part, which gives the body C;ill 

apparent flatness, particularly "hen the animal rests upon ,his belly: the hair is 
upwards of three illch~s in length, especjully on the rump, where it extenus ~) far 
towards the. point gf the tail, it conceals the $hape of that part, awl givtJs to th~ whole 
of the hinder parts of the body tbe appeal'ance of a right-angled triangle, of 
which the point of the tail forms an acute angle: the slUall quantity of CO"l't;e 

fur intermjxed w~h thl;' hair js of a reddi:,h pale yellow. 
10. The ~at~ which inhabits the Rocky lDouutaius, like those OJ) the borders 

of tbe Missouri, in the neighbourhood of the Uloulltainll, have the disting'ulbhing 
tr~iq. <>f poH8esaing a tail covered will. hair lib..fl the other pal'ts <\f the" h~y.: 
Theli~ auiwalli a,re probably of the same speC!CS with tbose of the A\lant~~ t'tlltes. 
which ha.ve not tbis cbaracteristic di~tinctiou: the ordinary bOl1~e rat we fouhd 
o~,~he b~k¥ ,of ,are .M.is.sDlolri, ~U; f~r Ul) a.t:l the woody countrv,exteuds, aud ~he 


