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been a battle between these tribes, bat we copld not ascertain the loss on either
side. The water rose to-day eight inches, a rise which we could only ascribe
to the circumstance of the wind’s having been up the river for the last twenty-
four hours, since the influence of the tide cannot be sensible here on account, of
the falls below, The hunters returned in the evening ; they had seen the tracks
of elk and beur in the mountains, and killed five deer, four very large grey
squirrels, and a grouse : they inform us that the ‘country oft the river is broken,
stony, and thinly timbered with pine and white oak. Besides these delicacies
one of the men killed with a gig a salmon trout, which, being fried i some
bear's oil, which had been given to us by the chief whom we had met this morn-
ing below the Narrows, furnished a dish of a very delightful flavour. A number
of white cranes were also seen flying in different directions, but at such a height
that we could not procure any of them.

The fleas, with whom we had contracted an intimacy at the Falls, are so
unwilling to leave us, that the men are obliged to throw off all their ciothes, in
order to relieve themselves from their persecution.

Sunday, 27. T'he wind was high from the westward during last night and
this morning, but the weather being fair we continued our celestial observations.
'The two chiefs who remained with us, were joined by seven Indians, who came
in a canoce from below. Lo these men we were very particular in our atten-
tions ; we smoked and ate with them ; but some of them, who were tempted by
the sight of our goods expesed Lo dry, wished to take Ibertics with them; to
which we were under the necessity of putiing an immediate check : this re-
straint displeased them so much, that they returned down the viver in a very ill
humour. The two chiefs however remained with us till the eveniug, when they
crossed the river to their party. Before they went we procured from them a
vocabulary of the Echeloot, their native language, and on comparison were sur-
prised at its difference from that of the Eneeshur tonguc. In fact, although
the Echeloots, who live at the Great Narrows, are not more than six miles from
the Eneeshurs or residents at and above the Great Falls, the two people arc se-
parated by a broad distinction of language. The Eneeshurs are understood by -
all the ttibes residing on the Columbia, above the Falls; but at that place they
meet With the uuistelligible language of the Echeloots, which then descends the
river to & considernble distance. Yet the variation may possibly be rather a
deep shadde of. dinlect than a radical difference, since among both many words
are'the satme, and-the identity cannot be accouated for by supposing that their
neighbourhood - has interwoven them into their daily conversations, because the
stone words wd equally familiar among all the Flathead bands which we have'
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passed. 'Te 4ll thesé tribes too ths strange clucking o guttural noise which
first strack us is tommon. They also flatten the heads of the children in nearly
the same manner, but we now begin to observe that the heads of the males, as
well as of the other sex, are subjected to this operation, whereas among the
mountains custom has confined it almost to the femates. The hunters brought
home four deer, one grouse, and a squirrel.

Monday, 25. 'The morning was again cool and windy. Having dried our
goods, we were about setting out, when three canoes came from above to visit
us, and at the same time two others from below wrrived for the same purpose,
Among these last was an Indian who wore his hair in a queue, and had on a
round hat, and a sailor’s jacket, which he said he had oltained from the people
below the great rapids, who bought them from the whites. 'T'hus interview de-
tained us "till nine o'clock, when we proceeded down the river, which is now
bordered with cliffs of loose dark-coloured rocks about ninety feet high, witha
thm covering of pine and other stmall trees. At the distance of four miles we
reached a small village of eight houses under some lgh rocks on the right,
with a small creek on the opposite side of the river. We landed and found the
houses similar to those we had seen at the Great Narrows: on entering one of
them we saw a British musket, a cutlass, and several brass tea-kettles, of which
they scemed to be very foud. 'There were figures of men, birds, and different
animals, which were cut and painted on the boards which form the sides of the
room, and though the workmanship of these uncouth fizures was very rough,
they were as highly esteemed by the Indians as the finest frescoes of moare civi
lized people. This tribe is called the Chilluckittequaw, and their language,
although somewhat different from that of the Echeloots, has many of the same
words, and is sofficiently intelligible to the neighbouring ¥ndians. We pro-
cured from them a vocabulary, and then after buying five small dogs, some dried
herries, and a white bread or cake made of roots, we left them. The wind
hewever rese so high, that we were obliged, after going one mile, to kand on the
left side, opposite to a rocky island, and pass the day therc. We formed onf
camp in a niche above a poeint of high rocks, and as it was the only safe harbos¥
we conld find, submitted to the inconvenience of lying on the sand, exposed to
the wind ard rain during all the evening. 'The high wind, whieh obliged s to
comyult the safety of our boats by not venturi ing farther, did net at all prevent
the Indians from pavigating the river. We had nét been lon# én shore, beford
a canoe, with a man, his wife, and two children, came from” below thivag it the
high waves with & few roots to sell ; and soom after we wevé ﬂsiﬁeﬂh'y‘ Hhuny
Indians from the villsge 2bove, with whom we wmeéked dnd edtwersed. ~ Whe
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canogy used by these people ore like thoese nlrfady described, built of white cedar
or pine, very light, wide in the middle, and «tapering towards the ends, the bow
being raiced and ornsmented with carvings of the heads of animals. As the
canoe j¢ the vehicle of transportation, the Indians have acquired great dextesity
in the managewent of it, and guide it safely over the highest waves. They
have awmong their utensils bowls and baskets very neatly made of small bark
and grass, in which they hoil their provisions. The only game seen to-day were
two deer, of which only one was killed, the other was wounded but escaped.
Tuesday, 20. The morning was still cloudy, and the wind from the west,
but as it bad abated its violence, we set out at daylight. At the distance of four
miles we passed a creek on the right, oue mile below which is a village of seven
houses on the same side. 'Fhis s the residence of the principal chief of the
Chilluekittequaw nation, whom we now found to be the same between whom
and eur two chiefs we had made a peace at the Echeloot village. He received
us very kindly, and set before us pounded fish, filberts, nuts, the berries of the
Basacommis, and white bread made of roots. We gave in return a bracelet of ri-
band to each of the women of the house, with which they were very much pleased.
The clief had several avticles, such a searlet and blue cloth, a sword, a. jacket
aud lat, which must have been precured from the whites, and on one side of the
roomn were two wide splis boards placed together, so as to make space for a rude
figure of a wan cut and painted ou them. On pointing to this and asking thexi
what i meant, he said something, of which all we understood was “ good,” and
then stepped to the image and brouglt out his bow and quiver, which, with some
other warlike instraments, were kept behind it. 'The chicf then directed his
wife to hand him s medicine-bag, from which he brought out fourteen fore--
fingars, which he sodd us had ence belonged to the same number of his enemies;
whom ke had kiMed in fighting with the nations to the south-east, to which place
he painted, allpding no doubt to the Snake Indians, the common enemy of the
mations on the Colambia. This bag is about two feet in length, containing
roots,ipounded dirt, &ec. which the Indians only know how to appreciate. It is
syspended in the nnddle of the lodge, and it is supposed to be a species of
sacuilege $a batonched by any but the owner. It is an object of religious fear,
and it is foome its sunctity the safest place to deposit their medals and their more
vpluable saticdes. Fhe Indjans have likewise small bags which they preserve
in their great medicine-bag, from whence they are taken and worn around their
waists and neckse agalets against any real or imaginary evils. 'Fhis was the
Wm avulmow the Indians to carry {rom the ficld any other trophy
exgept. tha. & . They were showa with great exultation, and . after an
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‘harangee which we were left to prasume was in praise of his exploits, the fingers
were carefully replaced among the valuable contents of the red medicine-bay.

This village being part of the same nation with the village we passed above, the
laxgnage of the two is the same, and their houses of similar form and materiuls,
and calculated to contain about thirty souls. The inhabitants were unusnally
hospitable and good humoured, so that we gave to the place the name of the
Friendly village. 'We breakfasted here, and after purchasing twelve dogs, four
sacks of fish, and a few dried berries, proceeded on our journey. The hills as
we passed are high with steep and rocky sides. and some pine and white oak,
and an undergrowth of shrubs scattered over them. Four miles below this
village is a small river on the right side ; immediately below is a village of
Chilluckittequaws, consisting of eleven houses. Here we tanded and smoked a
pipe with the inhabitants, who were very cheerful and friendly. 'They as well
as the people of the last village inform us, that this river comes a considerable
distance from the N. N. E. that it has a great number of falls, which prevent the
salmon from passing up, and that there are ten nations residing on it who subsist
on berries, or such game as they can procure with their bows and arrows. At
its mouth the river is sixty yards wide, and has a deep and very rapid chan-
nel. From the number of falls of which the Indians spoke, we gave it the
name of Cataract river. We purchased four dogs, and then proceeded. The
country as we advance is more rocky and broken, and the pine and low whiteoak
on the hills increase in great quantity. Three miles below Cataract river we
passed three large rocks in the river ; that in the middle is larger and Jonger
than the rest, and from the circumstance of its having several square vaults on
it, obtuined the name of Sepulcbre island. A short distance below are two huts
of Indians on the right: the river now widens, and in three miles we came to
two more houses on the right; one mile beyond which is a rocky island in a
bend of the river towards the left. Within the next six miles we passed fourteen
huts of Indiaos, scattered on the right bank, and then reached the entrance of &
xiver on the ieft, which we called Labieshe’s river, after Labieshe one of our
party. .Just above this river is a low ground mare thickly timberced than usual,
and in front are four huts of Indians on the bank, which ave the figst we have
seen on that side of the Coluinbia. The exception may be occasiened. by this
spot’s being more than usually protected from the approach of their ememies, by
the creek, and the thick wood behind.

We again embarked, and at the distanee of 2 mile pasid the mouth of.&
sapid creek on the right eighteen yards wide : in this creek,ﬁb)f Indians: ambom
we left take their fish, and from the numbex of cences which: wene. in it, we
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called it Cance creek. Opposite to this cjeek 15 a large sandbar, which con-
tinues for four miles along the left side of the river. Just below this a beantiful
cascade falls in on the left over a precipice of rock one hundred feet in height.
One mile further are four Indian huts in the low ground on the left: and,two
miles below this a point of land on the right, where the mountains become high
on both sides, and possess more timber and greater varieties of it than hitherto,
and those on the left are covered with snow. Oune mile from this point we
halted for the night at three Indian huts on the right, having made thirty-two
miles. On our first arrival they seemed surprised, but not alarmed at our ap-
pearance, and we soon becane intimate by means of smoking, and our favourite
entertamment for the Indians, the viohn. They gave us fruit, some roots, and
root-bread, and we purchased from them three dogs. The houses of these peo-
ple are similar to those of the Indians above, and their language®the same:
their dress also, consisting of robes or skins of wolves, deerqelk, and wild-cat,
18 nearly after the same model: their hair iy worn in plaits down eack shoulder,
and round their neck is put a strip of some skin with the tail of the animal hang-
ing down over the breast: like the Indians above they are fond of otter skins,
and give a great price for them. We here saw the skin of a mountain sheep,
which they say live among the rocks in the mountains: the skin was covere d
with white hair, the wool long, thick, and coarse, with long coarse hair on the
top of the neck. and the back resembling somewhat the bristles of a goat. Im-
mediately behind the village is a pond, in which were great numbers of smafl
SWan,

Wednesday, 30. A moderate rain fell during all last night, but the morning
wat ¢ool, and after taking a scanty breakfast of deer, we procecded. The river
18 now about three quarters of a mile wide, with a current so gentie, that it
dees not exceed one mile and a half an hour; but its course is obstructed by the
projeetion of large rocks, which seemed to have fallen promiscuously from the
mountaing. into the bad of the river. On the left side four different streams of
water ompty themselves in cascades from the hills: what is, however, most sin-
guiar is; that there ard stumps of pine trees scattered to some distance in the
river, which hus the appearance of being dammed below, and forced to encroach
on the shiore s these obstructions eontinue till at the distance of twelve miles,
vohiowt 'we cumisi to the mouth of a river on the right, where we landed: we found
it sixty yards wide, and its banks possess two kinds of timber which we had not
hithetty ‘deen? 4oy a very large speties of ash; the other resembifng in its
biark the Bbeadk S but the tree itself, as also the deaves, are smaller, 'We called
thifs “srerid’ Cilidotve’s tiver, dfier Crusatte; dhe of otir taen: opposite to its
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mouth the Columbia widens to the {istance of a mile, with a large sandbar, and
large stones and rocks scattered :trough the channel. We hefe saw several
of the large buzzards, which are of the size of the largest eagle, with the under
part, of their wings white: we also shot a deer and three ducks; on part of
which we dined, and then continued down the Columbia. Above Crusatte’s
river the low grounds are about three quarters of a mile wide, rising gradually
to the hills, and with a rich soil covered with grass, fern, and other small un-
dergrowth; but below, the country rises with a steep ascent, and soon the
mountains approach to the river with steep rugged sides, covered with a very
thick growth of pine, cedar, cottonwood, and oak. The river is still strewed
with large rocks. Two and a half miles below Crusatte’s river is a large creek
on the right, with a small island in the mouth. Just below this creek we
passed aloug the right side of three small islands on the right bank of the
river, with a larger island on the opposit€ side, and landed on an island very
near the right shore at the head of the great shoot, and opposite to two smaller
islands at the fail or shoot itself. Just above the island on which we were
encamped is a small village of eight large houses in a bend on the right, where
the country, from having been very mountainous, becomes low for a short dis-
tance. 'We had made fifteen miles to-day, during all which time we were kept
constantly wet with the rain; but as we were able to get on this island somc of
the ash which we saw for the first time to-day, and which makes a tolerable
fire, we were as comfortable as the moistness of the evening wonld permit. As
soon as we landed, captain Lewis went with five men to the village, which is
sitnated near the river, with ponds in the low grounds behind. The greater part
of the inhabitants were absent collecting roots down the river: the few, how-
ever, who were at home, treated him very kindly, and gave him berries, nuts:"
and fish; aud in the house were a gun and several articles which must have
been procured from the whites ; but not being able to proeure eny information
he returned to the island. Captain Clarke had in the meantime gone.down to
examine the shoot, and to discover the best route for a pertage. He followed
an Indian path, which, at the distance of a mile, led to a village on an elevated
sm;ahon, the houses of which had been large, but built in a different form from
any we had yet seen, but which had been lately abandened, the grmter park
of the boards being put into a pond near the vxllage this was, most probably:
for the purpose of drowning the fleas, which were im immense quantities near the
houses. After going about three miles the night obliged him.ssxaturn to oumg:
he resumed his search in the morning.

Thursdey, 31st, through the reim. At the extremity of the bayin, :in whiok
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and besides these were several images of men, some of them so old and
decayed as to have almost lost theif shape,. which were all placed against the
sides of the vaults. 'These images, as well 8s those in the bouses we have lately
seen, do not appear to be at all the objects of adoration: in this place they were
most probably intended as resemblances of those whose decense they indicate;
and when we observe them in houses, they occupy the most counspicuous part;
but are treated more like ornaments than objects of worship. Near the vaults
which are standing, are the remains of others on the grounnd, completely rotted
and covered with moss; and as they are formed of the most durable pine and cedar
timber, there is cvery appearance, that for a very long seiies of years this petired
spot has been the depository for the Indians near this place. After cxamining
this place captain Clarke went on, and found the river as before strewed with
large rocks, against which the water ran with great rapidity. Just below the
vaults the mountain, which is but low on the right side, leaves the river, and is
succeeded by an open stony level, which extends down the river, while on the
left the mountain is still high and rugged. At two miles distance he came to a
village of four houses, whjch were now vacant and the doors barred up; oun
Jooking in he saw the usual quantity of utensils still remaiping, from which he
concluded that the inhabitants were at no great distance collecting roots or
hunting, in order to lay in their supply of food for the winter: he left them and
weunt on three miles to a difficult rocky rapid, which was the last in view, Here
on the right, are the remains of a large and ancient, village, which could he
plainly traced by the holes for the houses, and the deposits for fish. After.he
had examined these rapids, and the peighbouring oonntry, he retn,rnad to camp
by the same route: the only game he had obtained was a sandbijl crane.

In the meantime we had been occupied in preparations for making the portage, 6
and in conference with the Indians, who came down frowm the village to visi4
us. Towards evening two cappes arrived,from the viliage at the mouth of
Catpract river, loaded with fish and bears grease, for the market below : as S00D
as they landed they unloaded the canoes, turned them ypside down on the beach,
and enca\nped under a shelving rock near our cawp. We had an oppoxtum;y
of seeing to-day the hardihood of the Indians of the, pﬁlghbounng lage: one
of the men shot a goose, which fell into the river, and was ﬁ)oatpug y, go\mrd§
the grept shoot, when an Indian observing it plunged in ufter Jt 5 the whele.
mass of the waters of the Columbia, just preparing to deseend itg paprow channel,
carried the animal dewn with great rapidity; the Iudian fo} # fearlessly,
to within one hundred and fifty feet of the racks, where, he phuld (ix;/eyjpb!*
have been dashed to pieces; but seizing his prey he turned r and swam
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ashore with great composure. We very fvillingly relinquished our right to
the bird in favour of the Indian who had thus saved it at the imminent hazard
of his life: he immediately set to work, and picked off about half the feathers,
and then without opening it ran a stick through it, and carried it off to rqast.

' Friday, November 1, 1805. 'The morning was cool and the wind high from
the north-east. The Indians who arrived last night, took their empty canoes
on their shoulders and carried them below the great shoot, where they put
them in the water and brought them down the rapid, till at the distance of two
and a half miles they stopped to take in their loading, which they bad been
afraid to trust in the last rapid, and had therefore carried by land from the
head of the shoot.

After their exawmple we carried our small canoe, and all the baggage across
the slippery rocks to the foot of the shoot. The four large canoes were next
brought down, by slipping them along poles, placed from one rock to another,
and in some places by using partially streams which escaped along side of the
river. 'We were not, however, able to bring them across withont three of them
recciving injuries, which obliged us to stop at the end of the shoot to repair them.
At this shoot we saw great numbers of “sea-otters; but they are so shy that it is
difficult to reach them with the musket: one of them that was wounded to-day
sunk and was lost. Having by this portage avoided the rapid and shoot of foar
hundred yards in length, we re-embarked, passed at a mile and a half the bad
rapid opposite to the old village on the right, and making our way through the
rocks, saw the house just below the erid of the portage ; the eight vaults near it ;.
and at the distance of four miles from the head of the shoot, reached a high rock ;
which forms the upper part of an island near the left shore. Between this island
and the right shore we proceeded, leaving at the distance of a mile and = half,
the village of four houses on our right, and a mile and a balf lower came to the
head of a rapid near the village on the right. Here we halted for the night,
having wade only seven miles from the head of the shoot. Daring the whole of
the passage the river is very much obstructed by rocks. The island,which is about
three wiles long, reaches to the rapid which its lower extremity contributes to
form. The meridian altltude of to-day, gave us the latitnde of 45° 44" 3" north.
As we passéd the village of four houses, we found that the inhabitants had re:
tdrréd, and stopped to visit them, The houses are similar to those already de-
scribed, but larger, from' thtrty-ﬁve to fifty feet long, and thirty feet wide, being
sak’ iﬂthb mabout six feet, and raised the dame height above. Their
bads are raisétk $Bout four feet and a half from the floor, and the ascent is by a
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new painted ladder, with which every family is provided, and under them are
stored their dried fish, while the spal:e between the part of the bed on whith ‘fbgy
Ye and the wall of the house is occupied by the nuts, roots, berries, and other
prqvisions, which are spread on mats. The fireplace is about eight feet long,
and six feet wide, sunk a foot below the floor, secured by a frame, with mats
placed around for the family to sit on. In all of the houses are images of men of
different shapes, and placed as ornaments in the parts of the house where they
are most seen. 'They gave us nuts, berries, and some dried fish to eat, and we
purchased, among other articles, a hat made after their own taste, such as they
wear, without a brim. 'They ask high prices for all that they sell, observing that
the whites below pay dearly for all which they carry there. We cannot learn
precisely the nature of the trade carried on by the Indians with the inhabitants
below. But as their knowledge of the whites seems to be very imperfect, and
the only articles which they carry to market, such as pounded fish, bear-grease and
roots, cannot be an object of much foreign traffic, their intercourse appears to be
an intermediate trade with the natives near the mouth of the Columbia; from
them these people obtain in exchange for their fish, roots, and bear-grease, blue
and white beads, copper tea-kettles, hrass arm-bauds, some scarlet and blue
robes, and a few articles of old European clothing.  But their great object is to
obtain beads, an article which holds the first place in their ideas of relative
value, and to procure which they will sacrifice their last article of clothing or the
last mouthful of food. Independently of their fondness for them as an ornament,
these beads are the medium of trade, by which they obtain from the Indiauns still
higher up the river, robes, skins, chappelel bread, bear-grease, &c. Those
Indians in turn, employ them to procure from the Indiaus inthe Rock y mountaing,
bear-grease, pachico, roots, robes, &c.

These Indians are rather below the common size, with high cheek-bones,
their noses pierced, and in full dress ornamented with a tapering piece of white
shell or wampum, about two inches long. Their eyes are exceedingly sore and
weak, many of them have only a single eye, and some are perfectly blind; their
teeth prematurely decayed, and in frequent instances, altogether worn away.
Their general health, however, seems to be good, the only disorder we
have remarked, being tamours in different parts of the body. The women
‘are small and homely in their appearance, their legs and thighs much swelled,
and their knees remarkably large; deformities, which are no doubt owing
to the manner in which they sit on their hams. Ther nearly naked,
bhaving only a piece of leather tied round the breast, falling \thence, nearly
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as low as the waist; a small robe about three feet square, and a piece of
leather, which ill supplies the place of a cover, tied between their legs.
Their hair is suffered to hang loose in every direction; and in their persons,
as well as in their cookery, they are filthy to a most disgusting de-
gree.  We here observe that the women universally have their heads flattened,
and in many of the villages, we have lately seen the female children undergo the
operation.
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CHAP. XX,

FIRST APPRARANCEL OF TIDE WATER IN THE COLUMBIA RIVEK—DISCRIPTION OF THE
QUICKSAND RIVER—SOME ACCOUNT OF THE SKILLOOT INDIANS—IHE PARTY PASS
THE RIVER COWELISKE~—-SOME ACCOUNT OF THE WASHKIACUM INDIANS-—ARRIVAL ON
THR BOH#DERS OF THE PACIF[C—-D!SAGREEA‘BLB AXD CRITICAL SITUATION OF PHL
PARTY WHEN FIRST ENCAMPED—THEIR DISTRESS OCCASIONED BY THE INCESSANT
TORRENTS OF RAIN—EXPOSED FOR [(HIRTY DAYS TO THIS DRLNCHING DELUGE,
DURBING WHICH TIME THBIR PROVISIONS ARXE SPOILED, AND MOsT OF THEIR FREW
ARTICLES OF MERCHANDISE DESTROYED—DISTRESS OF TUE PARTY--ADVENTURE OF
SHANNON AND HIS DANGER FROM THE WASHKIACUMS—DIFFICULTY OF FINDING A
PLACE SUITABLE FOR A PERMANENT ENCAMPMENT?—VISITED BY SEVERAL INDIANS
OF DIFFERENT TRIBES, ON WHOM MEBALS ARE BESTOWED.

SaTurDAY, November 2. 'WE now examined the rapid below mere partica.
larly, and the danger appearing to be too great for the loaded canoes, all those
who could not swim were sent with the baggage by land. 'The canoes then
passed safely, and were reloaded; at the foot of the rapid we took a meridiah
altitude of 39° 45’ 45.”" Just as we were selting out sewen squaws arrived acress
the portage loaded with dried fish and bear-grease, neatly packed in bundles, and
soou after four Indians came down the rapid in a large canoe. Afier breakfast.
ing we left our camp at one o’clock, passed the upper point of an 1sland whieh
is separated from the right shore by a narrow channel, through whieh iwhigh’
tides the water passes. But at present it contains no running water, and a
creek which falls into it from the mountains on the gight, is in the same dey’
condition, though it has the marks of discharging immense torrents at some-
seasons. 'The island thus made is three miles in length, and about one in width;
its situation is high and open, the land rich, and at this time covered with gress
apd a great number of strawberry vines, from which we f‘ave it the nande.of.
Strawberry Lsland. In several places we observed that.ibe Indians hadibeen:
2



385

digging for ‘roots, and indeed the whole island bears every appearance of hav-
ing been at some period in a state of cultivation. On the left side of the river
the low ground is narrow and open: the rapid which we have just passed is the
last of all the descents of the Columbia. At this place the first tide-wgter
commences, and the river in consequence widened immediately below the rapid.
As we descended, weggeached at the distance of one mile from the rapid a creek
under a bluff on theleft; at threc miles is the lower point of Strawberry Island.
To this immediately succeed three small islands covered with wood ; in the
meadow to the right, and at some distance from the hills, stands a high perpen-
dicular rock, about eight hundred feet high, and fonr hundred yards round the
hase ; this we called the Beacon rock. Just below is an Indian village of nine
houses, situated between two small creeks.

At this village the river widens to nearly a mile in extent, the low grounds
too become wider, and they as well as the mountains on each side are covered
with ping, spruce-pine, cottonwood, a species of ash, and some alder. After
being so long accustomed to the dreary nakedness of the country above, the
change is as grateful to the eye, as it is useful in supplying us with fuel. Four
miles from the village is a point of land on the right, where the hills become
lower, but are still thickly timmbered. The river is now about two miles wide,
the current smooth and gentle, and the effect of the tide has been sensible since
leaving the rapid. Six miles lower is a rock rising from the middle of the river
to the height of one hundred feet, and about eighty yards at its base. We con-
tinued six miles further, and halted for the night under a high projecting rock
on the left side of the river opposite the point of a large meadow. The moun-
tains, which, from the great shoot to this place, are high, rugged, and thickly
cbvered with timber, chiefly of the pine species, here leave the river on each
side ; the river becomes two and a half miles in width, and the low grounds are
extensive and well supplied with wood. The Indians, whom we left at the
portage, passed ‘us, on their way down the river, and seven others who were
descending’ in w canoe for the purpose of trading below, encamped with us.
We had mwde from the foot of the great shoot twenty-nine miles to-day. The
ebbtide rose at'our camp about nine inches, the flood must rise mach higher.
We saw 'gféat nambers of water-fowl, such as swan, geese, ducks of various
kinds, gulls, plover, and the white and grey brant, of which last we killed”
eighteen.

“Bunday; 3. We were detained until ten o'clock by a fog so thick that 4 man
conldmot bé discerned atthe distance of fifty steps. As soon 35 it cleared off”
weadtiout iw-dushpery'-with owr new Indian acquaintasces, who ¢are from'a
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village near the great Falls. The low grounds aloug the river are covered se
thickly wath rushes, vines, and other small growth, that they are almost im-
passable. At the distance of three miles we reached the mouth of a river on
the left, which seemed to lose its waters in a sandhar opposite ; the stream itself
beibg ouly a few inches in depth. But on attempting tv wade across, we dis-
covered that the bed was a very bad quicksand, too deep to be passed on foot.
We went up a mile and a half to examine this river, and found it to be at this
distance a very considerable stream ene hundred and twenty yards wide at its
narrowest part, with several small islands. Its character resembles very much
that of the river Platte. It drives its quicksand over the low grounds with great
impetyosity, and such is the quantity of coarse sand which it discharges, that the
accumulation has formed a large sandbar or island, three wiles long, and a mile
and 3 half wide, which divides the waters of the Quicksand river intotwo channels.

This sand 1sland compresses the Columbia within a space of half a mile, and throws
itswhole current against theright shere. Opposite to this river, which we call Quick-
sand river, is a large creek to which we gave the name of Seal river. The first ap-
pears. to pass through the low country, at the foot of the high range of mountains
towards the south-east, while the second, as well as all the large creeks on the
right side of the Columbia, rises in the same ridge of mountains N. N. E. from
this place. The monntain, which we have supposed to be the mount Hood of
Vancouver, bears 8. 85° E. about forty-seven miles from the imouth of the Quick-
sand river. After dinner we proceeded, and at the distance of three miles renched
the lower mouth of Quicksand river. On the opposite side a large creek falls in
near the head of an island, which extends for three miles and a half down the
river ; it is a mile and a half in. width, rocky at the upper end, has some timber
round its borders, but in the middle is open and has several ponds. Half a mile
lower is another island in the middle of the river, to which from its appearance
we gave the name of Diampnd island. Here we met fifteen Indians ascending
the river in two canoes, but the only information we could procure from them
was, that they had scen three vessels, which we presume to be European, at the
mouth of thc Columbia. We went along its right side for three miles, and en-
camped opposite to it, after making to-day thirteen miles. A canoe soon after
arrived from the village at the foot of the last rapid, with an Indidn and his
family, copsisting of a wife, three children, and a woman who had been taken
prisoner frotn the Snake Indians, living on a river from the south, which we
afterwards found to be the Multnomph. Sacajawea was xmmedmtely introduced
to. her, in hopes that being a Snake. Indian also, they might underbtand éah
other, but their lapguage was not, sufficieptly infelligible. to perniit them tg

1
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eonverse together. 'The Indian had a gun with a brass barrel and cock, which
he appeared to value very highly.

Below Quicksand river the country is low, rich, and thickly wooded on each
side of the river: the islands have less timber, but are furnished with a number of
ponds near which are vast quantities of fowls, such as swan, geesc, brants,.
cranes, storks, white gulls, cormorants and plover. The river is wide, and con-
tains a great number of sea otters.

In the evening the hunters brought in game for a sumptuous supper,
which we shared- with the Indians, both parties of whom spent the night
with us.

Monday, 4. 'The weather was cloudy and cool, and the wind from: the west,
During the night, the tide rose eighteen inches ncar our camp. We set out about
eight o’clock, and at the distance of three miles came to the lower end of
Diamond island. Tt is six miles long, nearly three in width, and like the other
islands, thinly covered with timber, and has a number of ponds or small lakes
scattered over its surface. Besides the animals already mentioned we shot a
deer on it this morning. Near the end of Diamond island are two others,
separated by a narrow channel filled at high tides only, which continue on the
right for the distance of three miles, and like the adjacent low grounds, are
thickly covered with pine. Just below the last, we lunded on the left bank of
the river, at a village of twenty-five houses ; all of these were thatched with
' straw, and built of bark, except one which was about fifty feet long, built of
beards in the form of those higher up the river, from which it differed however,
in being completely above ground, and covered with broad split boards; this
yillage contains about two hundred men of the Skilloot nation, who seem well
pr'ovided with canoces, of which therc were at least fifty-two, and some of them
very large, drawn up in front of the village. On landing we found the Indian
from above, who had left us this morning, and who now invited us into a lodge
of which he appeared to own a part. Here he treated us with a root, round in
shape, and about the size of a small Irish potatoe, which they eall wappatoo, it
is the common arrowhead or sagittifolia, so much cultivated by the Chinese, and
when roasted ir the embers till it becomes soft, has an agreeable taste, and is
a velly good substitute for bread. After purchasing some more of this root, we
resumed our Journey, and at seven miles distance came to the bead of a lavge
island near the 1. On the nght shore is a fine open prairie for about a mrile,
back of whick the country rises, and is supplied with timber, such as white oal,
Pine of' dlﬁ'erent kinds, wild crab, and several species of undergrowth, while alors
the Borders of, the river, teré are only a few cottorrwood and aste trees.  Frv thie

32



388

prairie were also signs of deer and elk. 'When we landed for Jdinner, a, numbey
of Indians from the last village, came down for the purpose, as we supposed, of
paying us a friendly visit, as they had put an their favourite dresses, Inaddjtion
to their usual covering they had scarlet and blue blankets, saiors’ jackets and
trowsers, shirts and hats. They had all of them either war axes, spears and bow
arrows, or muskets and pistols, with tin powder flasks. We smoked with them
and endeavoured to show them every attention, hut we soon found them very
assuming and disagreeable companions, While we were eating they stole the
pipe with which they were smoking, and the great coat of one of the men. We
immediately searched them all, and discovered the coat stuffed under the root of
a tree near where they were sitting ; but the pipe we could not recover, ]‘mdmo'
us determined not to suffer any 1mpomt10n, and discontented with them, they
showed their displeasure 1n the only way which they dared, by returning in an ill
humour to their village. We then profteded and soon met two canocs with
twelve men of the same Skilloot nation, who were on their way from below.
The larger of the canoes was ornamented with the figure of a bear in the bow s
and a man in the stern, both nearly as large as life, both made of painted wood,

and very neatly fixed to the boat. In the same canoe were two Indians finely
dressed, and with round hats. This circumstance induced us to give the name
of Image-canoe to the large 1sland, the lower end of which we now passed at
the distance of mine miles from 1ts head. We had seen twq smaller islands to
the right, and three more near its lower extremity. The Indians in the canoe
here made signs that there was a village behind those islands, and indeed we
presumed there was a channel on that side of the river, for one of the canoes
passed in that direction between the small mlands, but we were anxious to press
forward, and therefore did not stop to examine more minatgly. The river was
now about a mile and a half in width, with a gentle current, the bottoms ex-
tensive and low, but not subject to be overflowed. Thruc nnles below th@
Iage canoe island we came to four large housgs on the left side, at which p]acp
we had a ful view of the mountain which we first saw on the 19th of October,‘
from the Muscieshell rapid, and which we now find to be the mount ht ﬂeleu
of Vancouver. 1t bears north 25° east, about ninety miles dxstant, 1t rises in
the form of a sugar-loaf to a very great height, and is covered Wlﬂl sntoyy. A
mile lower we passed a single house on the left, and anotber on’the rlg t. Thy
Lndians had now learnt so much of us, that their curlocnty wa,p wu,hoqhany }Mﬁ
tare of fear, and their visits became very frequent and t1roublels?H ... We
fore continued ou till after night, in hopes of gettmg nd' of them ; ﬁbut ﬁftfr

pamsing @ village on eagh side, which o accornt of the Tateness of the hour. W
2



389

saw indistinctly, we found theré was no escaping from their importunities. We
therefore landed at the distance of seven miles ;below Image-canoe island, and
encamped near a single house on the right, having made during the day twenty-
nine miles.

The Skilloots whom we passed to-day, speak a language somewhat different
from that of the Echeloots or Chilluckittequaws near the Long Narrows. Their
dress is similar, except that the Skilloots possess more articles procured from
the white traders ; and there is a further difference between them ; inasmuch as
the Skilloots, both males and femalcs, have the head flattened. Their principal
food is fish, and wappatoo roots, and some elk and deer, in killing which with
their'arrows, they seem very expert, for during the short time we remained at
the village three deer were brought in.  'We also observed there a tame brairo.

As soon as we landed we were visited by two canoes loaded with Indians,
from whom' we purchased a few roots. 'The grounds along the viver continue
low and rich, and among the shrubs which cover them is a large quantity of
vines resembling the raspberry. On the right the low grounds are terminated
at the distance of five miles by a range of high hills covered with tall timber,
and running sonth-east and north-west. The game, as usual, very abundant;
aud among other birds we observe some white geese with a part of their wings
black.

Tuesday, 5. Qur choice of a camp had been very unfortunate; for on a
sand island opposite to us weirc immense numbers of geese, swan-ducks, and
other wild fowl, who, during the whole night, serenaded us with a confusion of
noises which completely prevented our sleeping. During the latter part of the
night it rained, and we therefore willingly left our encampment at an early hour.
We passed at three miles a small prairie, where the river is only three quarters
of 2 mile in width, and soon after two houses on the left, half a mile distant
from each other; from one of which three men came in a canoe merely to look
al'iis, and having done so returned home. At eight miles we came to the lower
péii\;t’of' an i‘sﬂaﬁd, separated: from the right side by a narrow channel, on which,
a shoit distahice above the end of the island, is situated a large village: it is
b}iift'iﬁm‘e‘cgﬂiﬁacﬂy than the generality of the Indian villages, and the front
has fourtéen houses, which are ranged for a quarter of a mile along the channel,
A éoon dswe Were discovered, seven canoes came out to see us, and after somé
traffle, “dlirltig Which they seemed well-disposed and orderly, accompanied us'a
short” distance’ below,” The river bere again widens to the space of a mile and
A Pife" s ik dgscernl(iaed 'we soon observed, behind a sharp point of rdcks, a
cHandl'a gliarker o 4 ile wide, which we suppose must be the'one taken by thel
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eanoes yesterday on leaving Image-cance island. A mile below the channe)
are spme low cliffs of rocks, near which is a large island on the right side, and
two small islands a little further on. Here we met two canoes ascending the
river. At this place the shore on the right becomes bold and rocky, and the
bank is bordered by a range of high hills covered with a thick growth of pine:
on the other side is an extensive low island, separated from the lcft side by a
narrow channel. Here we stopped to dine, and found the island open, with an
abundant growth of grass, and a number of pouds well supplicd with fowls ; and
at the lower extremity are the remains of an old village. We procured a swan,
several ducks, and a brant, and saw some deer on the island. Besides this
island, the lower extremity of which is seventeen miles from the channel just
mentioned, we passed two or three smaller ones in the same distance. Here
the hills on the right retire from the river, leaving a high plain, between which,
on the left bank,.a range of high hills running south-east and covered with pine,
forms a bold and rocky shore. ‘At the distance of six miles, however, these hills
again return and close the river on hoth sides. We proceeded on, and at four
miles reached a creek on the right, about twenty yards in width, immediately
below which is an old village. Threc miles further, and at the distance of
thirty-two miles from our camp of last night, we halted under a point of high-
land, with thick pine trees on the left bank of the river. Before landing we
met two canoes, the largest of which had at the bow the image of a bear, and
that of a man on the stern: there were twenty-six Tadians on board, butr they
all proceeded upwards, and 'we were left, for the first time since we reached the
waters of the Columbia, without any of the natives with us during the night.
Besides the game already mentioned, we killed a grouse much larger than the
cemmon size, and observed along the shore a number of striped snakes. The
river is here deep, and about a mile and a half in width. Here too the ridge
of low ountains ranning north-west and south-east, cross the river, and form
the western boundary of the plain through which we bave just passed. This
great plain or valley hegins above the mouth of Quicksand river, and is about
sixty miles wide in a straight line, while on the right and left it extends to a
great distance : it is a fertile and delightful eountry, shaded by thick groves of
tall timber, watered by small ponds, and running on both sides’ of the riven
The soil is rich, and eapable of any species of culture; but in*the pwsen\ condi.
tion of the Judians, its chief produetion is the wappatoo voot, which grows spon-
taneously and exchasively in this region. Shelered ds it. i orr both sulesﬁ,”ﬁhe
bemperature s mach milder than that of the mmmndmg l'uwﬁtry», for yeﬁm at
this season of the year e observe very kitle appearamos of frost. Am‘iuiﬁ its
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whole extent it is inhabited by numerous tribes of Indians, who either reside in
it permanently, or visit its waters in quesk of ish and wappatoo roots: we gave
it the name of the Columbia valley.

Wednesday, 6. 'The morning was cool, wet, and rainy. We proceeded at
an early hour between the high hills on both sides of the river, till at the dls-
tance of four miles we came to two tents of Indians in a small plain on the left,
where the hills on the right recede a few miles from the river, and a long nar-
row island stretches along the right shore. Behind this island is the meuth of
a farge river a hundred and fifty yards wide, and cailed by the Indians Cowe-
liske. We halted for dinner on the island, but the red wood and green briaes
are so interwoven with the pine, alder, ash, a species of beech, and other trees;
that the woods form a thicket, which our huaters could not penctrate. Below
the mouth of the Coweliske a very remarkable knob rises from the water’s edge
to the height of eighty feet, being two hundred pares round the base ; and as it
is in a low part of the island, and some distance from the high grounds, the ap~
pearance of it is very singular. On setting ont after dinner, we overtook twa
canoes going down to trade: one of the Indians, who spoke a few words of
English, mentioned, that the principal person who traded with them was a Me.
Haley, and he shewed a bow of iron and: several other things which he said Mr,
Haley had given him. Nine miles below that river is a creek on the same;
and between them three smaller islands; one on the left shore, the other about
the middle of the river; and a third near the lower end of the long nwrrow
istand, and opposite a high cliff of black rocks on thie left, sixteen miles from
our camp. Here we were overtaken by the Indians from the two temts we
passed in the morning, from whom we now purchased wappatoo roots, selhor,
trout, and two beaver skins, for which last we gave five smell fishhooks. Ai thewe
cliff the mountains, which had continued high-and rmgged on the left, retired
from the. river, and as the hills on the other side had left the water at the
Cowehske, a beautiful extensive plain now presented itself before us. For a few
miles we passed along side of an island a mile in width and: three miles long,
below which is a smaller istand, where the high rugged hills, thickly covered:
wath tlmber, berder the 11ght bank of the river, and terminate the low grotinds:
these wete snpplxed with- common rushes, grass, and' nettles ; in: the: moister
parts with: lmllmsbes and flags, and-along the water’s edge some willows. Here
albo were twor anuent villages, now: abamimed by their inhabitants, of whom
no véslﬂge ﬁsmmns; eswept two- “small- dogs almost sterved, and’a pm&igwu’s

quan ity of fleas. o crosbmg' the plam and’ mﬁkmg five mﬂes; we proceeded
gé‘tﬂﬁhﬂ&ﬁr eight’ niiles, The ‘rivel iy abowt at mile'in: widthi, andfthe
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hills so steep that we could not for several miles find a place sufficiently level to
‘suffer us to sleep in a level positiof : at length, by removing the large stonés
we cleared a place fit for our purpose above the reach of the tide, and after a
journey of twenty-nine miles slept among the smaller stones under a mountain
to'the nght. The weather was rainy during the whole day : we therefore made
large fires to dry our bedding, and to Kkill the fleas, who have accumulated up-
on us at every old village we have passed.

Thursday, 7. The morning was rainy and the fog so thick that we could
not see across the river. We observed, however, opposite to our camp, the
upper point of an island, between whicl and the steep hills ou the right we
proceeded for five miles. Three miles lower is the beginuing of an island
separated from the right shore by a narrow channel ; down this we proceeded
under the direction of some Indians whom we had just met going up the river,
and who returncd in order to show us*their village. It consists of four houses
ouly, situated on ‘this channel behind sevcral marshy islands formed by two small
creeks. On our arrival they gave us some fish, and we afterwards purchased
wappatoo roofs, fish, three dogs, and two otter skins, for which we gave fish-
hooks chiefly, that being an article of which they are very fond.

These people seem to be of a different nation from those we have just passed :
they are low in stature, ill shaped, and all have their heads flattened. They call
themselves Wahkiacum, aud their language differs from that of the tribes above,
with whom they trade for wappatoo roots. The houses too are built in a differ-
ent style, being rai-ed enfirely above ground, with the eaves about five feet
high, and the door at the corner. Near the end opposite to this door is a singTe
fireplace, round which are the beds, raised four feet from the floor of earth;
over the fire ave hung the fresh fish, and when dried they are stowed away with
the wappatoo roots under the beds. The diess of the men is like that of the
people above, but the women are clad in a peculiar mauner, the tobe not reaching
lower than the hip, and the body being covered in cold weather by a sort of
corset of fur, curiously plaited, and reaching from the arms to the hip ; added
to this 15 a sort of petticoat, or rather tissue of white cedar bark, bruised or
broken into small strands, and woven into a girdle by several cords of the same
materials., Being tied round the middle, these strands haug down as Jow as
the knee in front, and to midleg behind, and are of sufficient thickness to answer
the purposc of concealment whilst the female stands in an eréct position, but in
any other attitude is but a very ineffectual defence. Somefimes the tissue 15
formed of strings of silk grass, twisted and knotted at the ¢nd.

After remaining with them aboyt an hour, we prqg«;_&pd down the chanuel
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with an Indian dressed in a sailor’s jacket, for our pilot, and on rea'ching the
main channel were visited by some Indians who have a temporary residence on
a mnrshy island in the middle of the river, where is a great abundance of wator-
fowl. Here the mountainous country again approaches the river on the left,
and a hlgher mountain is distinguished towards the south-west. At a distance
of twenty miles from our camp we halted at a village of Wahkiacums, consisting
of seven ill-looking houses, built in the same form with those above, and situated
at the foot of the high hills on the right, behind two small marshy islands. We
n}erely stopped to purchase some food and two beaver skins, and then proceeded.
Opposite to these islands the hills on the left rctire, and the river widens into a
kind of bay crowded with low islands, subject to be overflowed occasionally by
the tide. 'We had not gone far from this village when the fog cleared off, and
we enjoyed the delightful prospect of the ocean ; that ocean, the object of all our
labours, the reward of all our anxieties,. This cheering view exhilarated the
spirits of all the party, who were still more delighted on hearing the distant
roar of the breakers. We went on with great cheerfulness under the high
mountainous country which continued along the right bank ; the shore was
however so hold and rocky, that we could not, until after going fourteen miles
from the last viflage, find any spot fit for an encampment. At that distance,
having made during the day thlrty-four miles, we spread our mats on the ground,
and passe(l the mght in the rain. Here we were joined by our small cange,
which had been separated from us during the fog this morning. Two Indians
from the last village also accompanied us to tl'e ‘camp, but, havmcr detected
them in stealmo a knife, they were sent off.

Friday, 8. 1Tt rained this morning ; and having changed the clothing which
had been wetted during yesteld'xy s rain, we did not set out till nine o’clsck.
Immedmtely opposlte our camp is a rock at the distance of a mile in the river,
about twenty feet in diameter and fifty in height, and towards the south-west
some high mountains, one of which is covered with snow at the top, We pro-
ceeded past several low islands in the bay or bend of the river to the lefi, which
is here ﬁve or six miles wide. e were here overtaken by three Indians in
a canpe, who had a salmon to sell. On the right side we passed an old village,
ahgzﬁ n at the distance of three miles, entered an inlet or niche, about six miles
gac;og; ;md makmg a deep bend of nearly five miles into the hills on the right
s oi'é; %ﬁere it receives the waters of several creeks. Weé coasted along this
mlef whm‘a fmin its Titile deptb we called Shallow bay, and at the bottom of
%3‘} g&) dine near the remams of an old vﬂlage, *from which, however, we

f %n cauinous d’ s{ance, as' it was occiipied by great numbers of fleas. At
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this place we observed a number of fowl, among which we killed a goose-and
two ducks, exactly resembling in appearance and flavour the canvassback duck
of the Susquehannah. After dinner the three Indians left us, and we then took
adventage of the returning tide, to go on about three miles to 3 point on the
right, eight miles distant from our camp; but here the waves ran so high, and
dashed about our canoes so much, that several of the men became sea-sick, Kt
was therefore judged imprudent to go on in the present state of the weather, and
we landed at the point. The situation was extremely uncomfortable; the high
hills jutted in so closely that there was not room for us to lie level, nor to secure
our baggage free from the tide; and the water of the river is too salt to be used;
but the waves increasing every moment so much, that we could not move from
the spot with safety : we therefore fixed qurselves on the beach left by the ebb-tide,
and baving raised the baggage on poles, passed a disagreeable night, the
rain during the day having wetted us coinpletely, as indeed we have been for
some days past,

Baturday, 9. Fortunately for us, the tide did not rise as high as our camp
during the night; but being accompanied by high winds from the south, the
eanoes, which we could not place beyond its reach, were filled with water, and
were saved with much difficulty: our position was very wncomfortable, but as
¥ was impessible to move from it, we waited for a change of weather. At
rained, however, during the whole day, and at two o’clogk in the afterncon, the
flood tide set in, accompanied by a high wind from the south, which, about
four o’clock, shifted to the douth-west, and blew almost a gale directly from the
sca. The immense waves now broke over the place where we were encamped, and
the large trees, some of them five or six feet thiok, which bad lodged at the
point, were drified over our camp, and the utmost vigilance of every man could
scarcely save our canoes from being crushed to pieees., We remained in the
water and drenched with rain during the rest of the day; our only food being
some, dried fish, and some rain water which we caught. Yet, though wet
and cold, and some of them sick from using the salt water, the'men are cheer-
ful, and full of anxiety to see more of the ocean. The rain continued all nighs,
and,

_ Sunday, 10th, the following morsing, the wind having lulled, and the
waves not being so high, we loaded our canoes and preceeded. 'The mouatsias
on the right are high, covered with tintber, chiefly pine, and descend in a bold and
rocky shore to the water. 'We went throngh a deep niche and several inlets ab
the right, while orl the opposite side is & large: bay; above: which the hilly. are
close on the river, At{he distance of-ten ‘mifes  the ‘wind - nese from the pewth-
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west,.and the waves beoame so high that we were forced 4o return for two miles
$0. & place whege we pould with safety unload. Here we landed at the mouth of
asmall rup, and having placed our baggage on a pile of drifted logs waited
wptil low water. The river then appeared more calm: we therefore started,
but after going & mile found the waves too high for our cunoes and were obl:ged
1o put to shore. 'We unloaded the canoes, and having placed the baggage on
a rock above the reach of the tide, encamped on some drift logs which formed
the only place where we could lic, the hills rising steep over our heads to the
beight of five bundred feet.  All our baggage as well as ourselves was
thoroughly wetted with the rain,which did not cease during the day; it continued
violently during the night, in the conrse of which the tide reached the logs on
whioch we lay, and set them afloat.

Monday, 11. The wind was still high from the south-west, and drove
the waves against the shore with great fury: the rain too fell in torrents, and not
only drenched us to the skin, but loosened the stones on the hill sides, which then
eame rolling down upon us, In this comfortless situation we remained all day,
wet, cold, with nothing but dried fish to satisfy our hunger; the canoes in one
place at the mercy of the waves; the baggage in another, and all the men
scattered on floating logs, or sheltering themnselves in the crevices of the rocks
and bill sides. A hunter was despatched in lopes of finding some fresh meat,
but the hills were so steep, and covered with undergrowth and fallen timber,
that he could not penetrate thews, and he was forced to return. About twelve
o'clock we were visited by tive Indiaus in a canoe: they came from above
this place on the opposite side of the river, and their language much resembles
that of the Wahkiacum : they called themselves Cathlamahs. In person they
are syuall, ill made, and badly clothed: though one of them had on a sailer’s
round jacket and pantaloons, which, as he explained by signs, he had received
from the whites below the point: we purchased from them thirtcen red charr,
a fish which we found very excellent. After. some time they weut on board
the boat, and crossed- the river, which is here five miles wide, through a very
heavy sea.

Tuesday, 12. About three o'clock a tremendous gale of wind arose, accom-
panied wish:lightning, thunder, and hail: at six it became light for a short time,
but & vielent tain .soon began and lasted during the day. During this storm
one of our. boats,- secured by being sunk with great guantities ¢f stone, got
loose, but drifting against @ rock, was recovered without having received much
injury. . Qur situstion became now much more dangerous, for the waves were
driven with: fury sgafnst the rocks and trees, which t{ll now had afforded us
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refoge: we therefore took advantage of a low tide, and moved abont haif o mite
round a point to a small brook, which we had not observed till now, en account
of the thick bushes and driftwood which concealed its mouth. Here we were
more safe ; but still cold and wet, our clothes and bedding rotten as well as
wet, our baggage at a distance, and the canoes, onr only means of escape from
this place, at the mercy of the waves: we were, however, fortunate enough to
cnjoy good health, and even had the luxury of getting some fresh salmon
and three salmon trout in the brook. 'Three of the men attempted to go round a
point in our small Indian cauoe, but the high waves rendered her quite unma-
nageable ; these boats requiring the seamanship of the uatives therselves to make
them live in so rough a sea.

Wednesday, 13.  During the night we had short wtervals of fair weather, but
it began te rain in the morning, and continued through the day. In order to
obtain a view of the country below, captain Clarke followed up the course of
the brook, and with much fatigue, and after walking three miles, ascended the
first spur of the mountains. The whole lower country was covered with almost
impenetrable thickets of small pine, with which is mixed a species of plant
resembling arrow wood, twelve or fifteen feet bigh, with a thorny stem, almost
interwoven with each other, and scattered among the fern and fallen timber:
there is also a red berry, somewhat like the Solomon’s seal, which is called by
the patives, solme, and used as an article of diet. This thick growth rendcred
travelling almost impossible, and it was rendered more fatiguing by the steep-
ness of the mountain, which was so great as to oblige him to draw himself up
by means of the bushes. The timber on the hills is chiefly of a large tall species
of pice, many of them eight or ten feet in diameter at the starp, and rising
sometimes more than one hundred feet in height. The hail, which fell two
nights since, is still to be seen on the mountains; there wus no game, and no
traces of any, except some old signs of elk : the cloudy weather prevented his
sacmg to any distance, and he therefore retuened to camp, and sent three mew
in the Indian anoe to try if they could double the point and find some safer
harbour for our cavoes. At every flood-tide the ses breaks in great swells
against the rocks, aud drifts the trees among our establishment, so s to
render it very insceure.  We were confined as usual to dried fish; which is our
last resource.

Thuarsday, 14. It rained without iatermission during Jast. night and to-day:s
the wind too is very high, and one-of our camoes mueh mjured by beimg dashed
agaast rocks, Five kndians from.below came 6o s in a:.chwoe, and threeof
them having landed, informed us. they had seen: the men seut. dows yesterdays
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A this moment one of ‘them arrived, and i,nfox:med us that these Indians had
stolen his'gig and basket : we therefore ordered the two women who remained

m the cance, to restore them; bot this they refused, till we threatened to shoot,

when they gave back the articles, and we then ordered them to lcave us. They
were of the Wahkiacum nation. The man now informed us that they had gone-
round the point as far as the high sea would suffer them, in the canoe, and then
landed, and that in the night he had separated from his companions, who had gone
further down : that at no great distance from where we are is a beaatiful sand
beach and a good harbour. Captain Lewis concluded to examine more minutely
the lower part of the bay, and taking one of the large canoes was landed at the
point, whence he proceeded by land with four men, and the canoe returned
nearly filled with water.

Friday, 15. It continued raining all night, but in the morning the weather
became calm and fair: we therefore began to prepare for setting out, but before
we were ready a high wind sprang up from the south-east, and obliged us to
remain. 'The sun shone until one o'clock, and we were thus enabled
to dry onr bedding and examine our baggage. 'The rain, which has
continued for the last ten days without an interval of more than two
hours, has completely wetted all our merchandise, and spoiled some of our
fish, destroyed the robes, and rotted nearly one half of our few remain-
ing articles of clothing, particalarly the leather dresses.  About three o’clock
the wind fcll, and we instantly louded the canoes, and left the miserable
spot to which we have been confined the last six days. On turning the point
we came to the sand beach, through which runs a small stream from the hills;
at the mouth-of which is an ancient village of thirty-six houses, which has at
present no inhabitants except fleas. Here we met Shannon, who had been sent
back to meet us by captam Lewis. The day Shannon left us in the canoe, he
and Witlurd proceeded on till they met a party of twenty Indians, who never
having heard of us, did not know where they came from : they however behaved
with se. anuch civility, and seemed so anxious that the men should go
with: them: towards the sea, that their suspicions were excited, and they de-
clined going: on: the Indians, however, would not leave them,; and the men
being. donfiomed in their suspicions, and fearful if they went into the woods to
sleep they wonld he cut to pieces in the night, thought it best to pass the night in
the midut of the Indiansy they therefore made a fire, and after talkmg with tbem
to a:late houwr, laid. down with thetr rifies-under their heads. As they awoke this
merning:they fonmnd thatthe Iudians had stoien and concenled their guns: having
demawded thove!in ‘vam,; Shannon seized a club, and wassabont assaulting one of
the Indians witom he suspected as a thief, when another Indian began toload a
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fowling piece with an intention of shooting him. He therefore stoppea and
oxplamed by signs, that if they did not give up the guns, a large party would
come down the river before the sun rose to such a height, and put every one of
them to death. Fortunately, captain Lewis and his party appeared at this time,
*and the terrified Indians immediately brought the guns, and five of them came
on with Shannon. To these men we declared, that if ever any of their nation
stole any thing from us he should be instantly shot. They reside to the north of
this place, and speak a language dificrent from that of the people higher up the
river. It was now apparent that the sea was at all times too rough for us to
proceed further down the bay by water: we thercfore landed, and having chosen
the best spot we could sclect, made our camp of boards from the old village.
We were now situated comfortably, and being visited by four Wahkiacums
with wappatoo roots, were enabled to make an agrecable addition to our food.

Saturday, 16. . The moming was clear aud beautifal.  We therefore put out
all our baggage to dry, and sent several of the party to hunt. Our camp is in
full view of the ocean, on the bay laid down by Vancouver, which we distin-
guish by the name of Haley’s bay, from a trader who visits the Indians here,
and is a - great favourite among them. 'The meridian altitude of this day gave
46° 19’ 117 1 as the latitude of our camp. The wind was strong from the south-
west, and the waves very high, yet the Indians were passing up and down the bay
in canocs, and several of them encamped near us. We smoked with them, but
after our recent experience of their thievish disposition, treated them with
caution. Though so much exposed to the bad weather, none of the party
have suffered, except one, who has a violent cold, in consequence of sleeping for
several nights in wet leather. The hunters brought in two deer, a crane, some
geese and ducks, and several brant, three of which were white, except a black
part of the wing, and much larger than the grey brant, which is itself a size
bevond the duck.

Sunday, 17. A fair cool morning and easterly wind. 'The tide rises at this
place eight feet six inches in height, and rolls over the beach in great waves.

Abont one o'clock captain Lewis returned, after having coasted down Haley’s
bay to Cape Disappointment, and sowe distance to the north along, the sea
coast. He was followed by several Chinnocks, among whom were the princi-
pal chief and his family. 'They made us a present of a boiled *root, very much
like the common liquorice in taste and size, and called culwhamo: iu return we
gave double the »alue of their present, and now learnt the danger of accepting
any thing from them, since no return, even if ten times the *value of their gift,
can satisfy them. We were chiefly occupied in hunting, and were able to pro-
cure three deer, four frant, and two ducks, and also saw soute signs of elk.
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Captuin Clarke now prepared for an excursion down the bay, and accordingly
started,

Monday, 18, at daylight, accompanied by eleven men. He proceeded along
the beach one mile to a point of rocks about forty fcet high, where the hills re-
tire, leaving a wide beach, and a number of ponds covered with water-fowl, be-
tween which and the mountaiu is a narrow Dettom of alder and small balsamn’
trees. Seven miles from the rocks is the entrance of a creek, or rather drain
from the ponds and hills, where is a cabin of Chinnooks. The cabin contained
some children, and four women, one of whom was in a most miserable state,
covered with ulcers, proceeding, as we imagine, from the venereal disease, with
which several of the Chinnooks we have scen appear to be afflicted. We were
taken across iu a canoe by two squaws, to cach of whom we gave a fishhook,
and ‘then coasting along the bay, passed at two miles the fow bluff of a small
hill, below which are the ruins of some old huts, and close to it the remains of
a whale. 'The country is low, open, and marshy ; interspersed with some high
pine and a thick undergrowth. Five miles from the ereck, we came to a strecam
forty yards wide at low water, which we called Chinnook river. 'The hills up
this river and towards the bay are not high, but very thickly covered with large
pine of several species: in many places pine trees, three or four feet in thick-
ness, are seen growing on the bodies of large trees, which, though fallen and
covered with moss, were in part sound. Here we dined on some brant and plo-
ver, killed as we came along, and after crossing in a bout lying in the sand
near some old houses, proceeded along a bluff of yellow clay and soft stone to a
little bay or harbour, into which a drain from some ponds empties: at this har-
hour the land is low, but as we went on it rose to hills of eighty or ninety feet.
above the water. At the distance of one mile is a second bay, and a miie heyond
it a small rocky island in a deep bend, which seems to afford a very good har-
bour, and where the natives inform us European vessels anchor for the purpose
of trading. 'We went on round another bay, in which is a second small island
of rocks, and crossed a small stream, which rises in 2 pond near the sea coast,
and after ranning through a low isthmus empties into the bay. This narrow low
ground, about two or three hundred yards wide, separates from the main hilis a.
kind of peuinsula, the extremity of which is two miles from the anchoring place;
and this spot, ‘which was called’ Cape Disappointment, is an elevated, circular
knob, rising with a steep ascent one hundred aud fifty or oue hundred and sixty
feot above the water, formed like the whole shore of the bay, a8 well as of the
Né@»c,t‘lgsﬁ,_ a‘qd covered with thick 'piinber on the inner side, but open’ and grassy
in the exposure next the sea. From thig cabe a hizh point of land bears south

1
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207 west, about twenty-five miles distant. In the range between these two
cminences, is the opposite point of the bay, a very low ground, which has beea
variously called Cape Rond by La Perouse, and Point Adams by Vancouver.
The water fora great distance off the mouth of the river, and within the mouth
netrest to Poiut Adams, is a large sandbar, almest covered at high tide. We
could not ascertain the direction of the deepest chanuel, for the waves brenk with
tremeundous force the whole distance across the bay, but the Indians point nearer
to the opposite side as the best passage.  After remaining for some time on this
elevation, we descended across the low isthmus, and reached the occan at the
foot of a high hill, about « mile in circumference, and projectivg into the sea.
We crossed this hill, which is open, and has a growth ef high coarse grass,
and encamped on the north side of it, having made nincteen miles. Besides the
pounded fish and brant, we had for supper a flounder, which we picked up on
the beach.

Tuesday, 19." In the night if began to rain, and continued till eleven o’clock:
Two hunters were sent ou to kill something for breakfast, and the rest of the
party, after drying their blankets, soon followed. At three miles we overtook
the hanters, and breakfasted on a small deer, which they had heeo fortunate
enough to kill. This, like all those we have seen on this coast, are much darker
than our common deer. Their bodies, too, are deeper, their legs shorter, and
their eyes larger. 'The branches of the horns are similar, but the upper part of
the tail is black, from the root to the end, and they do not leap, but jump like: a
sheep frightened. 'We then continued over rugged hills and steep bollows, near
the sea, on a course about north 20 west, in a direct line from the cape, till at
the distance of five miles, we reached a point of high land, below which a sandy
lreach extends, in a direction north 10° west, to another high point aboat twenty
miles distant. 'This eminence we distinguished by the name of Point Lewis.
It is there that the highlands, which at the commencement of the sandy beach,
recede towards Chinnook river, again approach the ocean. The intermediate
country is iow, with many small ponds, crowded with birds, and watered by
the Chinnook. on the borders of which resides the vnation of the same namae.
We went four miles along the sandy beach to a small pine tree, on which.cap~
tain Clarke marked his name, with the year and day, and then retutred to the
tgot of the hills, passing on the shore a sturgeon ten feet long, ,and several joints
of the Bagk bone of a whale, both which seem to have been thrown ashore and
foundered. After dining on the remains of the small deer, we crossed in a
south-eastern direction to the bay, where we arrived at the distance of two
miles, then continued along the bay, crossed Chinnook river, and encamped on
its upper side, in a sandy bottom.
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Waednesday 20. Xt rained in the course of the night. A hunter, despatched
early to kill some food, returned with eight’ ducks, on which we breakfasted,
and then followed the course of the bay to the creck or outlet of the ponds. 1t
was now high tide, the strcam three hundred yards wide, and no person in the
cabin to take us across. We therefore made a small raft, on which one of "the
men passed and brought a canoe to carry us over. As we went along the beach,
we were overtaken by scveral Indians, who gave us dried sturgeon and wap-
patoo roots, and soon met several parties of Chinnooks returning from the camp.
When we arrived there we found many Chinnooks, and two of them being
chiefs, we went through the ceremony of giving to each a medal, and to
the most distinguished a flag. Their names were Concommoly and Chillaklawill.
Onec of the Indians bad a robe made of two sea-otter skins, the fur of which was
the most beautiful we had ever seen ; the owner resisted every temptatjon to part
with it, but at length could not resist the offer of a belt of blue beads which
Chaboneau’s wife wore round her waist. During our absence the camp had
been visited by many Indians, and the men who had been cmployed in hunting
killed several deer, and a variety of wild fowls.

Thursday 21. The morning was clondy, and from noon till night it rained.
The wind too was high from the south-cast, and the sea so rough that the water
reached our camp. Most of the Chinnooks returned home, but we were visited
in the course of the day by people of different bands in the neighbourhood,
among whom are the Chiltz, » nation residing on the sea-coast near Point
Lewis, and the Clatsops, who live immediately opposite on the south side of
the Columbia. A chief from the Grand Rapid also came to see us, and we
gave him a medal. To each of our visitors we made a present of a small piece
dof riband, and purchased some cranberries and some articles of their manufac-
ture, such as mats and houschold furniture, for all which we paid high prices.
After we had been relieved from these Indians, we were surprised at a visit of
a different kind ; an old woman who is the wife of a Chinnook chief came
with six young women, her danghters and nieces, and having deliberately en-
camped near us, proceeded to cultivate an intimacy between our men and her
fair wards.
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CHAP. XXL

EXTRAVAGANT PASSION OF THE NATIVES FOR BLUE BEADS, WHICH CONSTITUTE AMONGST
THEM THE CIRCULATING MEDIUM OF THE COUNTRY—THE PARTY STILL IN SEARCH
OF A SUITABLE PLACE FOR WINTER QUARTERS-—STILL SUFFERING FROM THE ‘CON-
STANT IDELUGES OF RAIN-—ARE VISITED®BY THE INDIANS, WITH WHOM THEY TRAFFIC
BUT LITTLE, GN ACCOUNT OF THE EXTRAVAGANT PRICES THEY ASK FOR EVERY
ARTICLE—RETURN OF CAPTAIN ~Lli.WlS, WHO RREPORTS THAT HE HAS FOUND A SUITABLE
PLACE FOR WINTER QUARTERS-—THE RAIN STILL CONTINUES—THEY FREPARE TO
FORM AN ENCAMPMENT ON A POINT OF HIGHLAND ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER
NEUTEL—CAPTAIN (LAKE GOES WITH A PARTY TO FIND A PLACE SUITABLE [FOR
THE MANUFACTURE OF SALT—HE 15 HOSPITABLY ENTERTAINED BY THE CLATSOPS—
THIS TRIBE ADDICTED TO THE VICE OF GAMBLING-—SICKNESS OF SOME OF '(tHE
PARTY, OCCASIONED BY THE INCESSANT RAINS—THEY FORM, NOTWITHSTANDING,
A PERMANENT ENCAMPMENT FOR THELR WINTER QUARTERS.

Fripay, 22. Ir rained during the whole night, and about daylight a tre-
mendous gale of wind rose from the 8. S, E. and continued doring the whole
day with great violence. The sea runs so high that the water comes inte our
camp, which the rain prevents us from leaving. We purchased from the old
squaw for armbands and rings, a few wappatoo roots, on which we subsisted.
'They are nearly equal in flavour to the Irish potatoe, and affurd a very good
substiiute for bread. The bad weather has driven several Indians to our camp,
but they are still under the terrors of the threat which we made on first seeing
them, and now behave with the greatest decency.

Saturday, 23. The rain continued through the night, but the merning was
calm and coudy. The hunters were sent out and killed three deer, four brant,
and three ducks. Towards cvening seven Clatsops came overin a canoe with
two skins of the sea-otter. To this article they attach an extravagant value,
and their demands for it were so high that we were fearfal of reducing our small

stock of mcruhandlae, on which we-must depend for subslstence as we rettun,
5

-~



403

1o venture on purchasing. 'To ascertain however their ideas as to the value of
different objects, we offered for one of the skins a watch, a handkerchief, arn
American dollar, and a bunch of red beads; but neither the curious mechanism
of the watch, nor even the rcd beads could tempt him : he roefused the offer, but
asked for tiacomoshack or chief beads, the most common sort of coarse blue-
coloured beads, the article beyond all price in their cstimation.  Of these blue
beads we have but few, and therefore reserve them for more necessitous circum-
stances,

Sunday, 24. 'The morning being fair, we dried our wet articles and sent out
the honters, but they returned with only a single brant. In the evening 1 chief
and several men of the Chinnooks came to see us; we smoked with them, and
bought a sea-otter skin for some blue beads. Having now examined the coast,
it hecomes necessary to decide on the spot for our wintering quarters. The
people of the country subsist chiefly on dried fish and roots, bat of these there
does not scem to be a sufficient ynantity for our support, even were we able to
purchase, and the extravagant prices, as well as our small store of merchandise,
forbid us to depend on that resource. 'We must therefore rely for subsistence on
our arms, and be guided in the choice of our residence by the abundance of
game which any particular spot.may offer. The Indians say that the deer is
most numereus at some distance above on the river, but that the country on the
opposite side of the bay is brtter supplied with elk, an animal much larger and
wore easily killed than deer, with a skin better fitied for clothing, and the meat
of which is more nutritive during the winter, when they are both poor. The
climate too is obviously much milder here than above the first range of moun-
tains, for the Indians arc thinly clad, and say they have little snow ; indeed since
our arrival the weather has been very warm, and sometimes disagreeably so : and
dressed as we are altogether in leather, the cold would be very unpleasant if not
mjuriows, The neighbourheod of the sea is moreover recommended by the
facility of supplying ourselves with salt, and the hope of meeting some of the
trading vessels, which are expected in about three months, and from which we
may procure a fresh supply of trinkets for our route homewards. These con-
siderations indwuced us to determine on visiting the opposite side of the bay, and
if there was an appearance of much game to establish oursclves there during the
winter., Next day,

Monday, 26, however, the wind was too high to suffer us to cross the river,
but as. it blew genenally from the east south-east, the coast on the north was in
some degree sheltered by the highlands. We thercfore set out, and keeping

3?2
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ntar the shore, halted for dinner in the shallow bay, and after dark, reached a
spot near a rock, at some distance in the river, and close to our former camp of
the Zthinst. On leaving our camp, seven Clatsops accompanied us in a canoe,
but after going a few miles crossed the bay through immease high waves,
Jeavine us in admiration, at the dexterity with which they threw aside each
wave as it threatened to come over their canoe. The evening was cloudy, and
in the morning,

Tuesday, 26, it rained. We set ont with the wind from east north-east, and
a short distance above the rock, near our camp, began to cross the river. We
passed between some low, marshy islands, which we called the Seal islands,
and reached the south side of the Columbia at a bottom three miles below a
point, to which we gave the name of point Samuel. After going along, the
shore for five miles, we entered a chanacl two hundred yards in width, which
separates from the main Jund a large, but low island. On this chunnel, and at
the foot of some highlands, is a\villagc, where we landed. It consists of nine
large wooden housces, inhabited Ly a tribe called Cathlamahs, who seem to differ
neither in dress, language, nor manners, from the Chinnooks and Wahkiacums:
like whom they live chiefly on fish and wappatoo reots.  'We found, however, as
we hoped, some elk meat: after dining on some fresh fish and roots, which we
purchased from them at an immederate price, we coasted along a deep bend
of the river towards the south, and at night encamped under a high Lill. All the
way from the village the land is high, and has a thick growth of pine balsam,
and other timber ; but as it was still raining very hard, it was with difficulty we
procured wood enough to make fires. Soon after we landed, three Indians from
the Cathlawah village came down with wappatoo roots some of which we pur-
chased with fish-hooks. At daylight the next morning,

Wednesday, 27, eleven more came down with provisions, skins and mats for
sale, but the prices were too high for our reduced finances, and we bought nething.
As we wepe: preparing to set out we missed an axe, which was found under the
robe of one of the Indians, and they were all prohibited in consequence from’
following us. 'We went on in the rain, which had continued through the night,
and passing between a number of islands came to a small river, called by the
Indians Kekemahke. We afterwards came to a very remarkable knob of land,
projecting about a mile and a half towards Shallow bay, and about four miles
round, while the neck of land which connects it to the main shore is not more
than fifty yards wide. . We went round this projection, which we named point'
William ; but the waves then became so high that we eould not ventare any
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farther, and we therefore landed on a beautiful shore of pebbles of varions colours;
and encamped near an old Indian hut on the isthmus. In drawing onr canoes
in shore, we had the misfortune to make a split two feet long in one of them.
This isthmus opposed a formidable barrier to the sca, for we now found that
the water below is salt, while that above 18 fresh and well tasted. It rained
hard during the whole day ; it continued all night, and in the morning,

Thursday 28, began more violently, attended with a high wind from the
south-west. It was now impossible to procecd on so rough a sea., We there-
fore sent several men to hunt, and the rest of us remained during the day, in a
situation the most cheerless and uncomfortable. On tlus little neck of land we
arc exposed with a miserable covering, which does not deserve the name of a
shelter to the violence of the winds; all our bedding and stores, as well as our
bodies, are compictely wet, our clothes rotting with constant exposure, and no
food, except the dried fish brought from the Falls, to which we are again re-
duced. The hunters all returi.ed hungry, and drenched with rain, having seen
neither deer nor elk, and the swan and brant too shy to be approached. At
noon the wind shifted to the north-west, and blew with such tremendous fury,
that many trees were blown down near us. This gale lasted with short intervals
during the whole might ; but towards morning,

Friday, 20th, the wind lulled, though the rain continued, and the waves were
stilthigh. Captain Lewis took the Indian canoe, which is better calculated for-
rough weather, and with five men went down to a small bay below us, where we
expect to find elk. Three other men sct out at the same time to hunt in differ-
ent directions, and the rest remained round the smoke of our fires drying
leather, in order to make some new clothes. 'The night brought only a continu-
azlon of rain and hail, with shert intervals of fair weather, till in tie
morning,

Saturday, 30th, it cleared up about nine o’cloek, and the sun shone for seve-
ral hours. Other huuters were now sent out, and we passed the remninder of
the day in drying our merchandise so long exposed. Several of the men com-
plain of disorders in their bowels, which can be ascribed only to their diet of
peunded fish mixed with saltwater; and they are therefore directed to use for
its correction,, the fresh water above the point. The hunters had seen three elk
hat could not obtain any of them : they, however, brought in three hawks- and &
few. black ducks,- of a species common in the United States, llvmg in large
flocks, aud feeding on grass : they are distinguished by a sharp white beak, toes
separated, and by baving no craw. Besides. these wild fowls, there are in this
neighbourhood a large kind of buzzard with. white waings,sthe grey and the bald
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eagle, the large red-tailed hawk, the blue magpye, and great numbers of ravens
and crows. We observe, however, few small birds, the one which has most at-
tracted our attention being a small brown bird, whichseems to frequent logs and
the roots of trees. Of other animals there 15 a great abundance. We see great
quant;tles of snakes, lizards, wormns, and spiders, as well as small bugs, flies, and
insects of different kinds. The vegetable productions arc also numerons. The
hills along the coast are high and steep, and the general covering is a growth of
lofty pines of different species, some of which rise more than two hundred feet,
and are ten or twelve feet in diameter near the root.  Beside these trees we ob-
serve on the point a species of ash, the alder, the laurel, one species of the wild
crab, and several kinds of underbrush, among which the rosebushes are con-
spicuous. .

Sunday, December 1, 1805. Agaip we had a cloudy day, and the wind so
high from the east, that having ventured i a beat with a view to hunt at some
distance, we were obliged to retirn. We resumed our oceupation of dressing
leather and mending our old clothes, in which we passed the day. The hunters
came in with a report of their having seen two herds of elk, but they could kill
nothirg, and we therefore again fed upon dried fish. At sunset it began to rain
violently, and continued all mght, and

Monday, 2d, the next day. 'This disagreeable food, pounded fish, has occa-
sioned so much sickness among the men that it is now absolutely uecessary to
vary it. Three hunters therefore set out, and three more were sent up the Ke-
kemahke creek in search of fish or birds. Towards evening oue of them retwrned :
he had observed great appearauces of elk, and even seen two herds of them; but
1t raiped so hard that he could with difficulty get a shot; he had, however, at
last killed one, at the distance of six miles from the camp, and a canoe was now
sent to bring it. 'The party from Kekemahke creek were less snccessful: they
had seen no fish, and all the birds, in consequence probably of heing much hunted
by the Indians, were too shy to be approached.

'Tuesday, 3. 'The wind was from the east, and the morning fair; but, as if
a whole day of fine weather was uot permitted, towards night it began to rain.
Even this transient glimpse of sunshine revived the spirits of the party, who were
still more pleased, when the elk killed yesterday was brought into camp. This
was the first elk we had killed on the west side of the Rocky mountuins, and
condemned as we had been to the dried fish, forms a most nourishing food: After
eating the marrow of the shank-bones, the squaw chopped them fine, and by
beiling, extracied a pint of grease, superior to the tallow Wself of -the dubnl:
A canoe of eight Indians, who were carrying down wappateoroots to trade wifh
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the Clatsops, stopped at our camp: we bought a few roots for small fish-hooks;
and they then left us: but accustomed as we are to the sight, we counld not but-
view with admiration the wonderful dexterity with which they guide their canocs
over the most boisterous seas; for though the waves were so high, that before
they had gone half a mile, the canoe was several times out of sight, they pro-.
ceeded with the greatest calmness and security. Two of the hunters who set
out yesterday had lost their way, and did not return till this evening : they had
seen in their ramble great signs of elk, and had killed six elk, which they had
butchered and left at u great distance. A party was sent in the morning,

Wednesday, Dec. 4, to carry the elk to a bay, some distance below, to which
place, if the weather permitted, we would all remove our camp this evemng;
but the rain which had continued during the night lasted all next day, and was
accoinpanied by so high a wind from the south-east and south, that-we dared
not risk our canoes on the water. Tt was high water at eleven o’clock, when
the spring tide rose two feet higher than the common flood-tides. ‘We passed
the day around our fires, and as we are so situated that the smoke will not im-
mediutely leave the camp, we are very much incommoded, and our eyes injured
by it. No news has yet been received from Captain Lewis, and we begin to
have much uneasiness for his safety.

Thursday, December 5. It rained during the whole night, and this
morning the rain and high wind compelled us to remain at our camp. Besides
the inconvenience of being thus stopped on our route, we now found that all our
stores and bedding are again wet with ram. 'Fhe high water was at twelve
o'clock, and rose two inches beyond that of yesterday. In the afternoon we were
rejoiced at the return of captain Lewis, who came in a canoe with three of his
nien, the other two being left to guard six elk and five deer which they iiad
killed ; he had examined the coast, and found a river a short distance below, on
which we might encamp during the winter, with a sufliciency of elk for our sub-
sistence within reach. This information was very satisfactory, and we decided
on going thither ns soon ns we could move from the point; but all night and
the following day,

Friday, 6, it raised, and the wind blew hard from the south-west, so that
the sea was still too rough for us to proceed. The high tide of to-day rose
thirteen inches higher than it did yesterday, and obliged us to move our camp
to a:high situation,, Here we remained waiting for better weather, till about
dark the wind hmcd to the north, and the sky was clear. We had now some
pspeat of'baing able to.leave our situation, and indeed although some rain fell.

inithe eounse.of ¢he night, the next morning,
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Saturday, 7, was fair; we thereforo louded oyr canoes, and proceeded. - Bot
the tide was against us, and the waves very high, so, that we ware obliged to
proceed slowly and cavtiously. We at length torned a peint,.and found pur-
selves in a deep bay; here we landed for breakfast, and were juinca by. the
_party sent out three days ago to look for the six elk. In seeking for the, ¢}k
they had missed their way for a day and a half, and whea they reached the
place, found the elk so much spoiled, that they brought the skins only of fopr
‘of them. After breakfast we coasted round the bay, which is about four miles
across, and receives, besides several small creeks, two rivers called by the Indiaps
the one Killhowan’akel, the other Netul. We called it Meriwether’s bay, from
the Christian name of captain Lewis, who was no doubt the first white man
who surveyed it. As we went along the wind was high from the north-east,
and in the middle of the day it rained for two hours, aud then eleared off.” On
reaching the south side of the bay, we ascended the Netul for three miles to the
first pointe«of highland on its western bank, and furmed cur camp ia a thick
grove of lofty pines, about two hundred yards from the water, and thirty feet
above the level of the high tides.

Sunday, 8. 'This seemed the most eligible spot. for our winter establishment.
In order therefore to find a place for making salt, and to examine the country
farther, captain Clarke set out with five men, and pursaing a course south, 60
west, over a-dividing ridge, through thick pine timber, much of which had
fallen, passed the heads of two small brooks. In the neighbourhood ef these the
land was swampy and overflowed, and they waded knee-deep till they came to
an open ridgy prairie, covered with the plant known on our frontier by the name
of sacacommis. Here is a creek about sixty yards wide, and running towards
point Adams ; they passed it on a small raft. At this place they discovereda
large herd of elk, and after pursuing them for three miles over bad swamps
and small ponds, killed one of them. 'The agility with which the ek
crossed the swamps and bogs, seems almost incredible; as we followed their
track, the ground for a whole acre would shake at our tread, and sometimes- we
sunk to our nips without finding any bottom. Over the surface of these hogs. is
a species of moss, among which are great numbers of cranberries, and:ocpa-
sionally there rise from the swamp steep and small knobs of .earth, thickly. €o-
vered with pine and laurel. On one of these we halted @t nighty bist it was
searcely large enoogh to suffér us to lie clear of the water;snd bad very Jittle
dry wood. We sdcceeded however in colecting enough tepuke s five, and
having stretched the ¢tk skin 1o keep off the rain, which stilk coutinaed; slept
till morning,
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Monduy, 8, when we rose perfectly wet with rain during the night. Three
men were theh sent in pursuit of the elk, while with the other three, captain
Clarke proceeded: westward towards the sea. He passed over three swamps,
and then arrived at a creek, which was too deep to ford, and there was no wood
to muke a raft. He therefore proceeded down it for a short distance, till he
found that he was between the forks of a creek. One branch of which he had
passed yesterday, turns round towards the south-west to meet another of equal
size from the south, and together they form a small river, about seventy yards
wide. He returned to the place where he had left the raft, and haviag crossed,
proceeded down about a mile, when he met three Indians, They were loaded
with fresh salmon, which they had taken with a gig, and were now retarniag
to their village on the sea-ceast, where they invited him to accompsny them.
He agreed, and they breught out a canoe hid along the banks of the ereek,
In this they passed over the branch which he had just crossed on a raft, and
then carried the canoe a quarter of a wmile to the other fork, which they crossed
and continued down to the mouth of the river. At this place it makesa great
bend, where the river is seventy yards wide; just above, or to. the.south of
which is the vilage. We crossed over, and foynd that it consisted of . three
houses, inhalited by twelve families of Clatsops. They were on the south ex-
posnre of a hill, and sunk about four feet deep into the ground; the walls,
voof, and gable-ends being formed of split pine boards; the descent through
a small door down a ladder. There are two fires in the middle of the room,
and the beds disposed round the walls two or three feet from the floor, spas.to
degwe room undec them for their bags, baskets, and household articles. The
floor itself #s covered with mats. Captain Clarke was received with much at-
fention. .Assoon as he entered, clean mats were spread, and fish, bewries, apd
roots set:before him on sinall neat platters of rushes. After he had eaten, the
amen of theother houses came and smoked with Jum. They all appeared mych
sneuter wm-their -persons and diet than Indans generally are, and frequently wash
sheiv-hundeand faces, n ceremony hy np means frequent elsewbere, , \Whjlg he
wag conversing with them, a flock of brant lighted on the water, and, be, with 2
swalligifloumhot ane of them ab o great distance. 'T'hey immediately Jmuped in,
andebroaghs:it.on shore, very much astonished at the shot, which contributed to
oo themsijporeass their attentign. Towards eveping it began to raip, apd
shidaww nery.vichently. foom the south-west ; and eaptain Clarke, therefore, de-
Awaimid, o semin-sditing. the pight. When they thoyght bis appetite had
yokubnduan. okl Waman, presquted hiso 1.3, bowl, made of light, coloured Jiorn.
s kind of strup, pleasent to the taste, and made from a species of berry com-
3G
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won in this eountry, nbowt the size of a cherry, and called by the Indians shel-
weds of these berrdes a bread is also prepared, which being boiled with roots
forws a soup, whith was served in neat wooden trenchers : this, with some coc-
kles, was his repast. 'The men of the village vow collected, and began to gam-
.ble. The most common game, was one in which one of the company was
banket, and played acainst all the rest. He had a piece of bene, abeiit the
sive of a large bean, und having agreed with any individual as to the value of
the stake, would pass the bone from one hund to the other, with great dexte-
rity, singing at the same time, to divert the attention of his adversary; and then
holding it in his hands, his antagonist was challenged to gness in which of them
the bone was, and lost or won as he pointed to the right or wreng hand. To
this game of hazard they abandoned themselves with great ardor; sometimes
every thing they pessess is sacrificed to it, and this evening several of the In-
dians lost all the beads which they had with them. This lasted for three hours,
when captain Clarke appearing disposed to sleep, the man who had been most
attentive, and whose name was Cuskalah, spread two mew mats near the fire,
and ordering his wife to retire to her own bed, the rest of the company dispersed
at the same time. Captain Clarke then lay down, but the violence witli which
the fleas attacked him, did not leave his rest unbroken, and he rose,

Tuesday, 10, carly. The morning was cloudy, with some ran: he walked
out on the sea-shore, and observed the Indians walking up and down the creek
and examining the shore: he was at a loss to nnderstand their olject, till one
of them came to him and explained that they were in search of fish which had
been thrown on shore and lefi by the tide, adding in English, « sturgeon is
very good.” There is, indeed, every reason to suppose, that these Clatsops de-
pend for their subsistence during the winter, chiefly on the fish thus casantly
thrown on the coast. After amusing himself for some time on the beach, he
retorned towards the village, and shot on his 'way two brant.  As he camre near
the village, one of the Indians asked him to sheot a duck about thirty steps
distant : he did so, and having accidentally shot off its head, the bird was
brought to the village by the Indians, all of whom cam+ round in astonishment :
they examined the duck, the musket, and the very small bullet, which were: a
Lundred to the pound, and then exclaimed, “ Clouch musquet, wake, comnidn
usquet : o geod musquet, do not understand this kind of musquet.” They
now placed before him their best roots, fish, and sirap, after whivhbe attempteil
to purchase & seasotter skin with some red beads which he trappened to have
about him; but they declined trading, as they valued none: except blue wr
white beads: he therefore bonght nothing but a little berry bread and a few

1
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roots in in exchange for fish-hooks, and then set out to retarn by the same route
on which he came. Ilc was accompanied hy Cuskalak and bis brother as far
as the third creek, and them proceeded to the camp through a heavy rain
'The whole party had been occupied during his absence in cutting down trees
te make huts, and in hunting.

Wednesday, 11.  The rain continued last night and the whole of this day.
We were, however, all employed in putting up our winter cabins, which we are
anxious to finish, as several of the men are beginning to suffer from the exces-
sive dampness: four of them have very violent colds, one has a dysentery, a
third has tumours on his legs, and two have been injared by dislocation and
struining of their limbs.

Thursday, 12. We continued to work in the rain at our houses. In the
evening there arrived two canoes of Clatsops, among whom was a. principal
chief, called Comowool. We gave him a medal, and treated his companions
with great attention; after which we began to bargain for a small sea-otter
skin, some wappatoo roots, and another species of root called shanataque. We
readily perccived that they were close dealers, stickled much for trifies, and
never closed the bargain until they thought they had the advantage. The wap-
patoo is dear, as they themselves are obliged to give a high price for it to the
Indians above. Blue beads are the articles most in request, the white eceupy
the next place in their estimation ; but they do not value much thosg of any
other colour. We succeeded at lasi in purchasing their whole cargo for a few
fish-hooks and a small sack of Indian tobacco, wiiich we had received from the
Shoshonees. The next morning,

Friday, 13th, we treated them to a breakfast on clk meat, of which they
séemed very fond, and having purchased from them two skins of the lucervia,
and two robes made of the skin of an animal about the size of a cat, they left
us. Two hunters returned with the pleasing intelligence of their having killed
eighteen elk abont six milesoff, Qur huts begin to rise, for though it rains all
duy we-continue out laboars, and are rejoiced to find that the beautifal balsam
pine splits into excellent boards, nore than two feet in width. o the evening
three Indians .came in a canee with provisions and skins for sale, and spent the
night with us.

. Saturdoy, 14, - Again it rained all day, but by workm-g constantly we finished
the walls of our huts, and nearly completed a house for our provisions. 'The
cemstant rains have completely spoiled our last supply of elk; but netwith-
sandifg thet scareely 2 man has beem dry for: a great nnmber of days, the siek

3a?
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are recovering. Four men were despatched to guard the elk which were killed
vesterday, till a larger party joined them. Accordingly,

Sunday, 15, captain Clarke, with sixteen men set out in three canoes, and
lxavmg rowed for three miles up the river, turned up a large creck from the
.nght and after going three miles further, landed about the height of the tide
water. The men were then despatched in small parties to bring in the elk,
each man returning with a quarter of the animal. In bringing the third and
last load, nearly half the men missed their way, and did not return nll afier
night ; five of them indecd were not able to find their way at all. 1t lad been
cloudy all day, and in the night began to raiv, and as we hiad no cover were ob-
liged to sit up the greater part of the night, for as soon as we lay down the
rain would come under us, and compel us to rise. It wus indeed a most un-
comfortable situation, bat the five men who joined us in the morning,

Monday, 16, had been more unlucky,*for n addition to the rain which had
poured down upon them all night, they had no fire, and drenched and cold as
they were when thev reached us, exhibited a most distressing sight. They had
left their loads where they slept, and some men were sent after thew, while
others were despatched after two more elk in another bend of the creek, who
after taking these last on board, proceeded to our camp. It rained and hailed
during the day, and a high wind from the soutii-cast not only threw down trees
as we passed along, but made the river so rough that we proceeded with great
risk. e had now the meat-house covered, and all our game carefully bung
up in small pieces.

Tuesday, 17. It rained all night, and this morning there was a high wind,
and hail as well as rain fell ; and on the top of a mountain, abont ten miles to
the south-east of us, we observed some snow. 'The greater part of our stores i»
wet, and our leathern tent is so rotten that the slightest touch makes a rent imis,
and it will now scarcely shelter a spat large enough for our beds. We were all
buxy in finishing the inside of the huts. 'I'he-after part of the day was cool and
fair. But this respite was of very short duration, for all night it eontinued/rain-
ing and snowing alternately, and in the morning,

Wednesday, 18, we had snow aud hailtilltwelve o’clock,.after which it changad
to rain. The air now became cool and disagreeable, the wind high andmg-
settled, so that being thinly dressed in leather, we were able to.do very listlen
the houses."

Thursday, 19. 'The rain continued all night with short intervals, tint.the
morning wes fair and the wind from the south-west. ..Situated .28 we agey .our
only occupation 18 to work as diligently 95 we can.on bur.honses, and te, watgh
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the changes of the weather, onv which so much of our comfort depends. W,
availed oursclves of this ghwpse of sun-shine, to send across Mcriwether's bay
for the boards of .an old Indian house; but before the party returned with them,
the weather clonded, and we had hail and rain during the rest of the day. Qur
our unly visitors were two Indians, who spent a short time with us.

. Friday, 20. A succession of rain aud hail during the night. At ten o’clock
it cleared off for a short time, but the rain svon recommenced ; we now covered
i four of onr huts; three Indians came i a canoe with mats, roots, and the
berries of the sacacommis.  'I'hese people proceed with a dexterity and finesse in
their bargains, which, if they have not learned irom their forcign. visitors,
may show how nearly allied 13 the cuuning of savages to the little arts of traflic.
'T'hey begin by asking double or treble the value of what they bave to sell, and
lower their demand in proportion to the greater or loss degree of avdour or
knowledge of the purchaser, who with all his management is not able to.pro-
cure the article for Joss thau its real value, which the Indians perfoctiy under-
stand. Our chief medium of trade consists of blue and white beads, files with
which they sharpen their tools, fish-hooks, and tobacco : but of all these articles
blue beads and tobacco are the most estcemed.

Saturday, 21. As usnal it rained all night and continued witheout interamssion
during the day. One of our Indian visitors was detected in stealing. a hom
spoon, and turned out of the camp. We find that the plant called ::;%(:'ommis
forms an. agreeable mixture with tobacco, and. we therefore despatchedtwvo men
to the open lands near the ocean, in order te collect some of it, while the rest
eontinned thew work. .

BSanday, 22. 'There was no interval in the rain last night and.to-day ; so that
We oamnot. go on rapidly with our buildings. Some of the men are indeed
Suile sick, others have received bruises, and several complain. of biles. We
discover too, that part of our elk meat is spoiling in.conscquence of the warth
of the weather; though. we have kept ap a constaut smoke under it.

- - Monday, 23. | It.continued raining the whole day, with no variation except
occasiona! thunder and hail. 'Lwo canoes of Clatsops came te us with various
arsicles for sales 'we. bought three mats and bags. neatly made of flags und
sashes, aud.also the skin of a penther seven. feet long, includiog the tail.  For
all these; we gave six.small fishhooks, a warn-out file, and some pounded fish
which had becone so soft and mouldy by exposure, that we could not use it :
ik-is, howsver, highly.priaed by the Ludians of this neighbourhood.  Althongh a
veory portable.add. canveunicnt food, the,mode of curing seews known, or at least
ipractised. ouly. by the: Indians near the) Great Falls, and cowing fsom such o
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distance, has an additional value in the eyes of these people, who are anxious to
possess some food less precarious than their ordinary subsisteuce. Among thest
Clatsops was a second chief to whom we gave a medul, and sent some pounded
fish to Cuscalah, who could not come to see us, en account of sickness. Whe
next day,

Tuesday, 24, however, he came in a canoe with his young brother and two
squaws. Having treated captain Clarke so kindly at his village we were pleased
to see him, and he gave us two mats and a parcel of roots. Thesc we accepted,
as 1t would have been offensive to decline the offer, but afterwards two files were
demanded in return for the presents, and not Leing able to spare those articles,
we restored the mats and roots. Cuascalah was a little displeased: in the
evening, however, he offered each of us one of the squaws, and even this being
declined, Cuscalah as well as the whole party of Indians were highly offended .
the females particularly seemed to be mueh incensed at our indifference about
their favours. The whole stock of meat being now completely spoiied, our
pounded fish became again our chief dependence. It had rained constantly all
day, but we still continued working and at last moved into our huts.

Wednesday, 25. We were awaked at daylight by a discharge of firearms,
which was followed by a song from the men, as a compliment to us on the return
of Christmas, which we have always been accustomed to observe as a day of
rejoicin, After breakfast we divided our remaining stock of tebacco, which
amounted to twelve carrots, into two parts ; one of which we distributed among
such of the party as made use of it, making a present of a handkerchief to the
others. The remainder of the day was passed in good spirits, though there was
nothing in our situation to excite much gaiety. 'The rain confined us to the
house, and our only luxuries in hohour of the seasen, were some poor elk, so
much spoiled that we ate it through mere necessity, a few roots, and some speiled
pounded fish. The next day,

Thursday, 26, brought a continuation of rain, accompanied with thunder,
and a high wind from the south-east. We were therefore still obliged to remain
in our huts, and endeavoured to dry onr wet articles before the fire.  'I'he fleas
which annoyed us near the portage of the Great Falls, have taken sueh possos-

%ion of our clothes, that we are obliged to have a regulaf searoh every day
through our blankets as a necessary preliminary to sleeping stegight. These
animals indeed are so nonverous, that they are ahmost a onlamiiy to ﬂie‘ludﬁﬁy;"s,
of this codntry. When they have onee obtained the n,bstéry é:faany house i 4
impossible to expel them, and the Indtans have frequently diii‘qeem' ‘hougen, €0
which they resort occasionally when the fJens have renderéd {heir perianent,
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residence intolerable ; yet in spite of these precautions, every Indian is constantly
attended by multitudes of them, and no one comes into our houses without
leaving behind him swarms of these tormenting insects.

¥Friday, 27. The rain did not cease last night, nor the greater part of ghe
day. In the evening we were visited by Comowool, the chief, and four men of
the Clatsop nation, who brought a very timely supply of roots and berries.
Awmong these was one called culhomo, resembling liquorice in size and taste,
and which they roast like a potatoe; there was also the shanataque, a root of
which they are very fond. It is of a black colour, sweet to the taste, and is
prepaved for eating in a kiln, as the Indians up the Columbia dry the pashero.
These as well as the shellwell berries, they value highly, but were perfectly
satisfied with the return we made them, consisting of a small picce of sheepskin,
to wear round the chief’s head, a pair of earbobs for his son, a small' fiece of
brass, and a little riband  In addition to our old enemies the fleas, we observed
two musquilees, or insects so complctely resembling them, that we can perceive
no difference in their shape and appearance.

Satarday, 28. Again 1t rained during the greater part of last night, and
continued all day. Five men were sent ont to'hunt, and five others despatched
to the seaside, cach with a large kettle, in order to begin the manufacture of
salt. The route to the scacoast is about seven miles in length, in a direction
nearly west. Five miles of the distance is through thick wood varied with hills,
ravines and swamps, though the land in general possesses a rich black mould.
"The remaining two miles is formed of open waving prairies of sand, with ridges
running parailel to the river, and covered with green grass. The rest of the
men were employed in making pickets and gates for our new fort. Although
we Mad no'sén, the weather was very warm.

Sunday, 29. Tt rained the whole night, but ceased this worning, and but
little rain fell in the course of the day; still the weather was cloudy and the
wi®'Highi fvom the wouth-east. ‘The Clatsop chief and his party left us, after
Ué@ﬁﬂg%? a great fumber of articles, which, as we could not spare them, we
refused ‘éﬁoepfa razor. We were employed all day in picketting the fort: in
the'évéhihg'a jodng Wahkiacum chief, with four men and two women, arrived
with some drissed elk skin and wappatbo for sale. We purchased about 2
bﬁﬁiéf ‘and’ x ‘halt of those roots for some red beads, and small pieges of brass
witt' uld 61 check. Thé chieftoo made vis a present of half a bushel more, for
whith e Fave him a meddl, %nd @ piece of riband, to tie round his hat. Thesc
riots’dhe éxn:emeiy 'g'mtefuf,‘ sihce ogr meat das betome spoiled, and we were
dedibiis 0P pwichaéing the remaindes ; ot the chief wonld not dispose of any
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wore, as'he was on his way to trade with the Clatsops. They remained with
as however till the next day,

Mouday, 80, when they were joined by four more of their countrymien from
the Wahkiacum village. These last began by offering us some roots ; but &s
"we had now leained that they always expect three or four times as much in re-
turn as the real value of the articles, and are even dissatisfied with ‘that, we
declined such dangerons presents. Towards evening the hunters brought in
four elk, and after a long course of abstinence and miserable diet, we had a
most sumptuous supper of ¢lk’s tongues and marrow. Besides this agreeable
repast, the state of the weather had been quite exhilarating. 1t had rnined
during the night, but in the morning, thourh the high wind continued, we én-
joved the fairest and most pleasant weather since our arrival; the sun having
shone At’intervals, and there being only three showers in the course of the day.
By sunset we had completed the fortification, and now announced to the In-
dians that every duy at that hour the gates would be closed, and they must
leave the fort and not enter it till sun-rise. The Wahkiacums, who had re-
mained with us, and who are very forward in their deportment, complied very
reluctantly with this order ; but being excluded from our houses, formed a camp
near us.

Tuesday, 31.  As if it were impossible to have twenty-four hours of pleasant
weather, the sky last evening clouded, and the rain began and continued through
the day. In the morning there came down two canoes, one froim the Walkia-
cum village, the other contained three mnen and a squaw of the Skilloot nation.
They brought wappatoo, and shanataque roots, dried fish, mats made of flags
and rushes, dressed elk skins, and tobacco; for which, particularly the skins,
they asked a very extravagant price. We purchased some wappatoo, and a
little tobacco, very much like that we had seen among the Shoshonees, put up
in small neat bags made of rnshes. These we obtained in exchange for a few
articles, among which fish-hooks are the most esteemed. One of the Skilloots
brought a gur. which wanted some repair, and having put it in erder, we re-
ceived from him a present of about a peck of wappatoo ; we then gave him a
prece of sheep skin and blue cloth, to cover the lock, and he very thabkfidly
offered a further present of reots. There is, in fact, an obvieus superiority in
these Skiljoots over the Wahkiacums, who are intrusive, thi®vish, mnd iamper-
tinent. Our new regulations, however, and the appearanee of #he -sentigel,
have improved the behaviour of al} our Jndian visitors. They lefs -the futtobe-
fore sun-set, even withont being ordered.

Besides the fleas, we observe 2 numbes: of inspéts-in nsotion towduy - clenlkes
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are yet to be seen ; snails too, without covers, are common. On the rivers, a-nd-
along the shores of Mcriwether’s Bay, are many kinds of large water fowls,
but at this period they are excessively wild. The carly part of the night was
fair.

Wednesday, January 1, 1806. We were awaked at an early hour by a
discharge of a volley of small ars, to salute the new year. This is the only
mode of doing honour to the day which owr sitnation permits ; for though we
have reason to be gayer than we were at Christmas, our only dainties are the
boiled elk and wappatoo, enlivened by draughts of pure water. We were visited
by a few Clatsops, who came by water, bringmg roots and berries for sale.
Among this vation we have observed a man about twenty-five years old, of a
much lighter complexion than the Indians generally : lus face was even freck-
led, and his hair long, and of a colour inclining to red. Xe was in-habits and
manpers perfeetly Indian; but thiough he did not speak a werd of Kughsh, he.
seemed to understand more than the others of his party; and, as we could
obtain no account of his origin, we concluded that onc of his parents, at least,
wust have been completely white.

'These Indians staid with us during the night, and left the fort next morn-
g,

Thursday, 2, baving disposed of their cargo for fishing-hooks and other
wifling articles.  The hunters brought in two elk, and we obtained from the
traps anotheg.  This amimal, us well as the beaver and the rackoon, are in
plenty ncar the sca-coast, and aloug the sinall creeks and rivers as high as
the Grand Rapids, and in this country posscss an extremely good fur.

The bieds which most strike our attention are the large as wcll as the small
o whiﬂtliug swan, the sandhill crane, the large and small gcese, cormcrants,
brown and white brant, duckauinmallard, the canvass and several other species
of ducks. There is also a small crow, the blue crested corvus, and the smaller
edrvoe with.a white breast, the little brown wren, a large brown sparrow, the
bald cagle, and the beautiful buzzard of the Columbia. All these wild fowl
continge with us, though they are not in such numbers as on our first arrival in
this neighbourhood.

Friday, 3. At eleven o'clock we were visited by our neighbour the Fia, or
chief Comowool, who is also called Coone, aund six Clatsops. Besides roots and
betries, they. brought for sale three dogs and some fresh blubber. Having been
s0-1ong. accustomed to live on the flesh of dogs, the greater part of us have
acquired a fondness for it, and our eriginal aversion for it is overcome, by re-

-fecting that while. we pubsigied ongbat feod we were JSattex, stronger, and in
38
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general, enjoyed better health than at any period sinee leaving the buffalo conn-
try eastward of the mountains. The blubber, which is esteemed by the Tudians
an excellent food, has been obtained, they tell us, from™ their neighhours the
Killamucks, a nation whoe live ou the sea-ceast to the south-east, and near one
of whose villages a whale had recently been thrown and foundered. Threc of
the hunters who had been despatched on the 28th, returned abouf dark 5 they
had been fifteen miles up the river to the cast of us, which falls into Meri-
wether’s Bay, and had hunted a considerable distance to the east; but they
had not been able to kill more than a single deer, and a few fowls, scarcely
sufficient for their subsistence ; an incident which teaches us the nccessity of
keeping out several parties of hunters, in order to procure a supply against any
exigency.

Saturday {. Comowool left us this merming with his party, highly pleased
with a present of wn old pair of satin breeches.  The hanters were all sent in
different dircctions, and we are now hecoming 1ore anxious for themr success
since our store of wappatoo is all exhausted.

Sunday, 3. 'Two of the five men who had been despatched to makc salt re-
turned. They had carefullv examined the coast, but it was not till the fifth day
after their de parture that they discovered a convenient situation for their manu-
facture. At length they formed an establishaient about fifteen miles south-west
of the fort, near some scattered houses of the Clatsop and Killamuck nation,
where they erccted a comfortable camp, and had killed a stock of provisions.
The Indians had treated them very kindly, and made them a present of the
blabber of the whale, some of which the men brought home. It was white and
not unlike the fat of pork, though of a coarser aud more spungy texture, and on,
being cooked was found to be tender and palatable, and in flavour resembling the
beaver. The men also brought with them a gallon of salt, which was white,
fine, and very good, but not so strong as the rock-salt commou 1o the western
parts of the United States. It proves o be a most agreeable addition to our
food, and as tue salt makers can manufacture three or fomr quarters a day, we
have a prospect of a very plentiful supply. The appearance of the whale secined
to be a matter of importance to all the neighbouring Indians, and as ave might
be able to procure somc of it for ourselves, or at least purchase blubber from the
Indians, a small parcel of merchandise was prepared, and a party of men held
in readiness to set out in thc morning. As soon as this resolution was known,
Chabonean and his wife requested that they might be permitted to #ccompany us.
The poor woman stated very earnestly that she had travelled a great way with
us to see the great water, yet she had never been down to the coast, and now

2
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that this monstrous fish was also to be seen, it seemed hard that she should not
be permitted to see neither the ocean nor the whale.  So reasonable a request
conld not be denied’ they were therefore suffered to accompany captan
Clark, who,

Monday 6, after an carly breakfast, set ont with twelve men in two canoes
He proceceded down the Netul into Meriwether bay, mtending to o to the
Clatsop town, and there procure a guide through the crecks, which there was
reason to believe communicated nol only with the bay, but with a small river
running towards the sea, ncar where our saltmakers were encamped. Before
however he could reach the Clatsop village, the high wind from the north-west
compelled him to put into a small ereck.  He thercfore resolved to attempt the
passage withont a guide, and proceeded up the creek three miles, to some high
open land where he found a road. MHe therefore et the canoes, and followed
the path over three deep marshes to a pond about a mile loug, and two hundred
yards wide. He kept on the left of this peud, and at length came to the creek
which he had crossed on a raft, when he had visited Cuscalal’s village on the
ninth of December. e proceeded down 1t, till he found a smull canoe, fit to
hold three persons, in which the whole party crossed the creek. Hocre they saw
a herd of elk, and the men were divided in small parties, and hunted them till
after durk, when they et again at the forks of the river. Three of the elk were
wousnded, but night prevented their taking more than one, which was brought to
the camp, and cooked with sowc sticks of pine which had drifted down the
creeks. 'The weather was beautiful, the shy clear, the moon shone brightly, a
circumstance the more agreeable, as this is the fist fair evening we have

enjoved for two montbs.
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CHAP. XXII

A PARTY HEADED BY CAPTAIN CLARKE, GO IN QUEST OF A WHALE DEIVEN ON THE
SHORE OF THE PACIFIC TO OBTAIN SOME OF THE OIL—THEY PASS CLATSOP RIVER,
WHICH 1§ DESCRIBED—THE PERILOUS NATUR.E OF THIS JAUNT, AND THE GRANDEUR
OF THE SCENERY' DESCRIBED—INDIAN MODE OF EXTRACTING WHALE OIL—THE

LIFE OF ONE OF CAPTAIN CLARKE'S .PARTY PRESERVED BY THE KINDNESS OF AN

INDIAN WOMAN—A SHORT ACCOUNT Ol' I'HE CHINNOOKS, OF THE CLATSOPs5, KILLA-

MUCKS, THE LUCKTONS, AND AN ENUMLRATION OF SKEVERAL OTHER TRIBES—THE
MANNER OF SEPULCHRE AMONG THE CHINNOOKS, CLATSOPS, &C.—DESCRIPIriON OF
THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR AND HUNTING—THEIR MODE OF BUILDING HOUSES—
THEIR MANUFACTURES, AND COOKERY—THEIR MODE OF MAKING CANOES—THEIR
GREAT DEXTERITY IN MANAGING THAT VEHICLE.

Turspay, 7. ''HERE was a frost this morning. We rose early, and taking
eight pounds of flesh, which were ail the remains of the elk, proceeded up the
south fork of the creek. At the distance of two miles we found a pine tree,
which bad been felled by one of our saltmakers, and on which we crossed the
deepest part of the creek, and waded through the rest. 'We then went over an
open ridgy prairie, three-quaiters of a mile, to the sca-beach; after {ollowing
which for three miles, we came to the mouth of a beautiful river, with a bold,
rapid current, eighty-five yards wide, and three feet deep, in its shallowest cros-
sings.  On 1ts noith-east side are the remains of an old village of Clatsops, inha-
bited by only a single family, who appeared wiserably poor and djrty. We
gave a man two fish-hooks, to ferry the party over the river, which, from the
tribe on its banks, we called Clatsop river. The creek, which we had passed
on a tree, approaches this river within about an hundred yards, and by means of
a portage, supplies a communication with the villages near Point Adams. After
going on' for two miles, we found the saltmakers encamped near four houses of
Clatsops and Killamucks, who, though poor, dirfy, and covered with Heas,
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scemed kind and well disposed. We persuaded a young Indian, by a present
of a file, and a promise of some other articles, to guide us to the spot where the
whale lay. He led us for two and a half miles over the round slippery stones
at the foot of a high hill projecting into the sea, and then suddenly stopping, and
uttering the word peshack or bad, explained by signs that we could no longer
follow the coast, but must cross the mountain. This prom:sed to be a most
laborious undertaking, for the side is nearly perpendicular, and the top lost in
clouds. He, however, followed an Indian path which wound along as much as
possible, but still the ascent was so steep, that at one place we drew ourselves
for about an hundred feet by means of bushes and roots. At length, after two
hours labour, we reached the top of the mountain, where we looked down with
astonishment on the prodigious height of ten or twelv e hundred feet, which we had
ascended.  Tmmediately bclow us, in the face of this precipice, 1s a’stratum of
white earth, used, as our guide informed ws, as a paint by the reighbouring
Indians. Tt obviously contains argile, and resenibles the earth of which the
French porcclaine is made, though whether it contains silex or magnesia, or in
what proportions, we could not observe. 'We were here met by fourteen Indians,
loaded with oil and blubber, the spoils of the whale, which they were carrying
in very heavy burdens, over this rough mountain. On leaving them, we pro-
cceded over a bad road till night, when we cncamped on a small run: we were
all much fatigued, but thc weather was pleasant, and, for the first time since
our arrival here, an entire day has passed without rain.  In the morniag,
Wednesday 8, we set ont early and proceeded to the top of the mountain, the
highest point of which is an open spot facing the ocean. Tt is sitnated abont
thirty miles sonth-east of cape Disappointment, and projects nearly two and a
half miles into the sea. Here one of the most delighttul views in nature presents
itself, Immediately in front is the ocean, which breaks with fury on the coast,
from the rocks of cape ])isappointment as far as the eye can discern to the north-
west, and agaiust the highlands and irregular piles of rock which diversify the
shore to the south-east. To this boisterous scene, the Columbia, with its tributary
waters, widening into bays as it approaches the ocean, and studded on bLoth
sides with'the Chinnook and Clatsop villages, forms a charming coantrast; while
immédiately heneath our feet, are stretched the rich prairies, enlivened by tl.n'ee.
beautifal stnéams, which conduct the eye to small lakes at the foof of the hills.
We stopped tq enjoy the romantic view from this place, which we distinguoished
the name of Clarke’s Point of View, and then followed our guide down the
molffltizx)fn." The descent was steep and dwigerous : in many places the hill sides,
which e formed principally of vellow ¢lay, have been washed by the late raing,
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and is now slipping into the sea, in large masses of fifty and an hundred acres.
In other parts, the path crosses the ruggcd perpendicular rocks which overhang
the sea, into which a false step would have precipitated us. 'The mountains are
covered with a very thick growth of timber, chiefly pine and fir; some of which
zear Clarke’s Point of View, perfeetly sound and solid, rise to the height of two
hundred and ten feet, and are from eight to twelve in diameter. Intermixed 18
the white cedar, or arbor vitee, and a small quantity of black alder, two or three
feet thick, and sixty or seventy in height. At length we reached a single house,
the remains of an old Killamuck villuge, sitnated among some rocks, in a bay
nunmediately ou the coast. We then continued for two miles along the sand
beach; and after crossing a creck, eighty yards in width, near which are five
cabins, reached the place where the waves had thrown the whale on shore. The
animal had been placed between two Killamuck villages, and such had been
their indastry, that there now 1emaned nothmg morc than the skeleton, which
we found to be one hundred and five feet in length. Captain Clarke then re-
turned to the village of five huts, on the ereek, to which he gave the name of
Ecola, or Whale creck. The natives werc all busied in boiling the blubber, in
a large square trough of wood, by means of heated stones, and preserving the
oil, thus extracted, in bladders and the entrails of the whale. 'The refuse of the
blubber, which still contained a portion of oil, are hung up in large flitches, and
when wanted for use, are warmed on a wooden spit before the fire, and eaten
either alone, or dipped in oil, or with roots of the rush and shanataque. 'These
Killamucks, thongh they had great quantities, parted with it reluctantly, and at
such high prices, that our whole stock of merchandise was exhausted in the
purchase of about threc hundred pounds of blubber, and a few gallons of oil,
With these we set out to return; and having crossed Ecola creek, encamped on
its bank, where there was abundance of finetimber. We were soon joined by
the wen of the village, with whom we smoked, and who gave us ali the infor-
mation they possessed, relative to their country. These Killamucks are part of
a much larger nation of the same name, and they now reside chiefly in fous vil-
lages, each at the entrance of a creek, all of which fall into a bay on the sooth-
west coast; that at which we now are, being the most northern, and at the dis-
tance of about forty-five miles south-east of Point Adams. 'l‘he rest of the
vation are scattered along the coast, and on the banks of a rlv’er, which, a5 we
found it in their delineations, we called Killamuck's river, emptymg itself in the
same direction. During the salmon season they catch greap quantities of ¥hat_
fish, in the small creeks, and when they fail, ‘their chief resouree was the' stup-
geon and other fish stranded along the coast. The elk were very numerous in
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the’ mountains, but they could not procure many of them with thewr afrows ; and
their principal communication with strangers, was by means of the Killmunck
river, up which they passed to the Shocatileum (or Columbia) to trade for wap-
patoo roots. In their dress, appearance, and indeed cvery eneumstance of life,
they differ very little from the Chinnooks, Clatsops, and other nutions in the neifh.
bourhood. 'The chief variation we have observed is in the manner of burying the’
dead ; the bgdies being secured in an oblong box of plank, which is pluced in an
open canoe, lying on the ground, with & paddle, and other small articles of the
deceased by his side.

Whilst smoking with the Indians, captain Clarke was surprised about ten
o’clock by a loud shrill outcry from the opposite village ; on hearing which, all
the Indians immediately started up to cross the creck, aud the guide informed
him that some one had been killed. On examination, oue of the mep was dis-
covered to be absent, and a guard despatched, who met him crossing the creek
i great-haste.  An Indian belonging to another band, and who happened to be
with the Killamucks that evening, had treated himn with much kindness, and
walked arm in arm with him to a tent where our man found a Chinnook squaw,
who was an old acquaintance. From the conversation and manner of the
stranger, this woman discovered that his object was to murder the white man,
{or the sake of the few articles on his person, and when he rose, and pressed our
man to go to another tent where they would find something better to eat, she
held M*Neal by the blanket ; not kuowing her object, he freed himself from her,
and was going on with his pretended friend, when she ran out and gave the
shriek which brought the men of the village over, and the stranger ran off
before M*Neal knew what had occasioned the alarm.

’ Tharsday, 9. The morning was fine, the wind from the north-east; and
having divided our stock of the blubber, we began at sunrise to vetread our
steps, in order to reach fort Clatsop, at the distance of thirty-five miles. We
met several parties of Indians on their way to trade for blubber aud oil with
the Killamucks ; (our routc lay across the same mountains which we bad already
passed) we alsc overtook a party retarning from the village, and could not but
regard with hstonishment the heavy loads which the women carry over these
fatiguing and dangerous paths. As one of the women was descending a steep
part of the mountain, her load slipped from her back, and she stood holding #t-
by a strap with one hand, and with the other supporting herself by a bush :
captaheGlarke being near her, undertook to replace the load, and found it
almost as'much as he could lift, and ebove one hundred pounds in weight,
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Loaded a% they were, they kept pace with us, till we reached the saltmakers’
tents, where we passed the night, while they continued their route.

Friday, 10. We proceeded across Clatsop river, to the place where we bad
left our canoes; and as the tide was coming 1n, immediately embarked for the
fore, at which place we arrived about ten o'clock at night. During their ab-
sence, the men had been occupicd in hunting, and dressing skins, but in this they
were not very successful, as the deer have become scarce, and are indeed,
scen chiefly near the prairies and open grounds, along the coast. 'This morning,
however, there came to the fort twelve Indians, in a large cance. They are of
the Cathlamah nation, our nearest ‘neighbours above, on the south side of the
river. 'The tia, or chief, whose name was Shahawacap, having been absenton a
huuting excursion, as we passed his village, had never yet seen us, and we there-
fore shewed him the hounours of our country, as well as our reduced finances
would permit. We invested him witha small medal, and received a present of
Indian tolacco and a bashet of wappatoo in return, for which we gave him a
small piece of our tobacco, and thread for a fishing net. 'They had brought dried
salmon, wappatoo, dogs, and mats made of rushes and flags: but we bought
only some dogs and wappatoo. These Cathlamahs speak the same langnage
as the Chinnooks and Clatsops, whom they also resemble in dress and man-
ners.

Saturday, 11. A party was sent out to bring in some elk killed yesterday,
and several were despatched after our Indian canoe, which drifted away last
night ; but, though the whole neighbourhood was diligently searched, we were
unable to find it. This is a serious loss, as she is much superior to our own canoes,
and so light that four men can carry her readily without fatigue, though she will
carry from ten to twelve hundred pounds, besides a crew of four. In the
evening the Cathlamahs left us, on their way to barter their wappatoo with the
Clatsops, for some blubber and oil, which these last have procured from the
Killamucks, in exchange for beads and other articles.

Sunday, 12. Our meat is now becoming scarce ; we, therefore, detersmined
to jerk it, and issue it m small quantities, instead of dividing it among the four
messes, and leaving to each the care of its own provisions; a plan by which
much is lost, in consequence of the improvidence of the men. Two hunters had
been despatched in the morning, and one of them, Dreéwyer, had before
evening killed seven elk. 'We should scarcely be able to subsist, were it not for
the exertions of this most excellent hynter. 'The game is scarce, and pothing
is now to be seen, except elk, which to almost all the men,” are very diflicnic-te
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be protured : but Drewyer, who is the offspring of a Canadian Frenci]man, and
an Indian woman, has passed his life in the Gvoods, and unites, in a wonderful
degree, the dextrous aim of the frontier huntsman, with the intuitive sagacity of
the Indian, in pursuing the faintest tracks through the forest. All our men,
however, have indeed, become so expert with the rifle, that we are never um.]er,
apprehensions as to food, since, whenever there is game of any kind, we are
almost certain of procuring it.

Monday, 13. Captain Lew:s took all the men who could be spared, and
brought in the seven elk, which they had found untouched by the wolves, of which
there are a few in the neighbourhood. The last of the candles which we brought
with us being exhausted, we now began to make others of elk tallow. From all
that we have seen uand learnt of the Chinnooks, we have been induced to estimate
the nation at about twenty-eight houses, and four hundred souls. They reside
chiefly along the banks of a river, to which we gave the same name; and which,
running parallel to the seacoast, waters 1 low country with many stagnant ponds,
and then empties itself into Haley’s bay. The wild fowl of these ponds, and the
elk and deer of the neizhbourhood, furnish them with occasional luxuries; but
their chief subsistence is derived from the salmon and other fish, which are caught
in the small streams, by means of nets and g'gs, or thrown on shore by the
violence of the tide. 'To these are added some roots, such as the wild liquorice,
which is the most common, the shanataque, and the wappatoo, brought down the
river by the traders. )

The men are low in stature, rather ngly, and ill made; their legs being
small and crooked, their fect large, and their heads hke those of the women,
flattened in a-most disgusting manner. These deformities are in part concealed
by rebes made of sea-otter, deer, clk, beaver, or fox shins, They also emiploy
1 their dress, robes of the skin of a cat peculiar to this country, and of another
animal-of the same size, which is light and durable, and sold at a high price by
the Indians, who bring # from ubove. In addition to these are worn blankets,
wrappers of red, blue, or spotted cloth, and some sailors’ old clothes, which
were very highly prized. The greater part of the men have guns, powder,
und ball,

The women have, in general, handsome faces, but are low and disproportioned,
with small.feet and large legs aud thighs, occasioned, probably, by strands of
beads,, or various.strings, draws s tight above the ankles as to prevent the
cincmlation.of the blood. . Their dress, like that of the Wahkiacums, consists of
2 shagt fobe, ;and a tissue of cedar bark. Their hair hangs loosely down the
shoulders and back; aud their ears, neck, and wrists are_ ornamented with blue
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Beads. Another deoration which is very highly prized, consists of Ggures;
made by puncturing the arms or legs; and on the arm of one of the squaws,
we observed the name of J. Bowman, executed in the same way. In language,
ht\bxts, and in almost every other particular, they resemble the Clatsops, Gath-
Jamahs, and indeed all the people near the mouth of the Columbia. They,
however, seem to be inferior to their neighbours in honesty as well as spirit. No
ill treatment or indignity, on our part, seems to exeite any feeling, except
fear; mnor, although better provided than their neighbours with arms, have they
enterprise enough to use them advantageously against the animals of the forest,
nor offensively against their neighbours; who owe their safety more to the
the timidity than the forbearnce of the Chinnooks. We had heard mstamces
of pilfering whilst we were amongst them, and therefore had a general order,
excloding them from our encampment: so that whenever an Indian wished to
visit us, he begam by calling out «“No Chinnook.” It may be probable that
thas first impression left a prejudice sgaimt them, since when we were among
the Clatseps, and other tribes at' the mouth of the Columbia, the Indians had
less opportunity of stealing, if they were so disposed.

Tuesday, 14, we were employed in jerking the meat of the elk, and search-
ing for one of the canoes which had been carried off by the tide last night.
Having found it, we now had three of them drawn up out of reach of the water,
and the other secured by a strong cord, so as to be ready for any emergency.

After many inquiries and much observation, we were at length enabled to
obtain a connected view of the nations, who reside along the coast, on both sides
of the Colmmnbia.

To the seuth, our personal observation has not extended beyond the Kitla~
mueks; but we obtained from those who were acquainted with the seaceast, a
list of the Indian tribes, in the order in which they suoceeed each other,. to a
considerable distance. 'The first nation te the south ave the Clatsops, who
reside on the southern side of the bay, and along the seacoast, on both sides of
Point Adams. They are represented as the remains of a much larger nation;
but about four years ago, a disorder, to which till then they were strangers, but
which seems, from their description, to have been the small-pox, destroyed four
chiefs, and several hundreds of the nation. These are deposited in ‘canoes, a
few miles below us on the bay, and the survivors do not numbér mere than four-
teen houses, and about two hundred sonls. Next to them along the southienst
coast, is a much larger nation, the Killamucks, who pumber: fifiy houses; 1and
a thousand souls. Their first establishment are the four, hidts at the mauth -of
Ecola oreek, thirty-five. miles from Point .Adagss, and twe miles helow are s
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fowr. wiore hats; but the principal town is situated twenty miles lower, at thé
antrance ofia creck, called Nielce, into the bay, which we designate by the name
of Killamiuck’s bay. Into the same bay empties a second creek, five miles further,
whete is g Killamuck village, called Kilherhurst; at two miles a third creek,
andia town oalled Kilherner ; and at the same distance a town called Chishuck,
at’ the mouth of Killamuck river. Towerquotion and Chuctin, arc the names
of two other towns, situated on crecks which empty into the bottom of the hay,
the last. of which is seventy miles from Point Adams. The Killamuck river is
about one hundred yards wide, and very rapid; but having no perpendicular
fall, is the great avenue for trade. 'There are two small villages of Killamueks
settled above its mouth, and the whole trading part of the tribe ascend it, till by
a short portage, they carry their canoes over tothe Columbianvalley, and descend
the Multnomah to Wappatno island. Here they purchase roots, which they
earry down the Chockalilum or Columbia; and, after trafficking with the
tribes on its banks for the varicus articles which they require, either
return up the Columbia, or cross over through the country of the Clatsops. This
trade, huwever, is obvicusly little more than a loose and irregular barter, on a
very small scale; for the materials for commerce are so extremely scanty and
precatious, that the stranding of 2 whale was an important commercial incident,
which interested all the adjoining country. 'I'he Killamucks have little peenhar.
either in character or manners, and resemble, in almost every particular, the
Clatsops and Chinnooks.

Adjoining the Killamucks, and in.a directivn S. 8. E. are the Lucktons, a
small tribe inhabiting the seacoast. 'They speak the sume language as the
Killamucks, but do not helong to the same nation. The same observation. ap-
plies to the Kahunkle nation, their immediate neighbours, who are supposed to
consist' of -about four hundred souls.

The Lickawis, a still more numerous nation, who heve a large town of eight
hundred sbuls.

“ Thé Youkone mation, who live in very large houses, and number seven hun-
dred souls.

The Nécketo nation, of the same number of persons.

Phe Ulseah-nation, a small town of one hundred and fifty souls.

The Youitts, u tribe who live in « small town, containing net more than. oné
houdred and:fifty vouls,

Fher Bhinstacklenstion, who bavew lurge towii of nine:hundred souls.

"PhioK Miwets-nation; of: five: Bundred sexls collected into one large.town.

‘With this fustnation ends the laugmgve of the Killamucks: and the coast,
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which then turns towards the south-west, is oceapied by nations whose lans
guages vary from that of the Killamucks, and from each other. Of these, the
first in ordcr are,

‘The Cookoose, a large nation of one thousand five hundred souls, inhabit-
ing the shore of the Pacific and the neighbouring mountains. We have seen
several of this nation, who were taken prisoners by the Clatsops and Killa-
mucks. Their complexion was much fairer than that of the Indians near the
mouth of the Columbia, and their heads were not flattened. Next to these
are,

The Shalalahs, of whom we know nothing, except their numbers, which are
computed at twelve hundred sonls. Then follow

The Luckasos, of about the same number, and

The Hannakalals, whom we estimage at six hundred souls.

This is the extent of the Indian information, and judging, as we can do,
with considerable accuracy, from the number of sleeps, or days’ journey, the dis-
tance which these tribes occupy along the coast, may be estimated at three hun-
dred and sixty miles. ~

On the north of the Columbia we have already scen the Chinnooks, of four
hundred souls, along the shores of Haley's bay, and the low grounds on Chin-
nook river. Thelr nearest neighbours to the north-east are

The Killaxthokle, a small nation on the coast, of not more than ew‘bt
houses, and a hundred souls. To these succeed

The Chilts, who reside above Point Lewis, and who are estimated at seven
hundred souls, and thirty-eight houses. Of this nation, we saw, transiently, a
few among the Chinnooks, from whom they did not appear to differ. Beyond
the Chilts we have seen none of the north-west Indians, and all that we learnt,
consisted of an enumeration of their names and numbers. 'The nations next to
the Chilts, are

The Clamoitomish, of twelve houses, and two hundred and sixty souls.

The Potonshees, of ten houses, and two hundred souls.

The Pailsk, of ten houses, and two hundred souls.

The Quinults, of sixty houses, and one thousand souls.

The Chillates, of cight houses, and one hundred and fifty sonls.

The Calasthorte, of ten houses, and two hundred souls.

The Quinnechant, consisting of two thousand souls.

A particular detail of the characters, manners, and ha.blts .of the tribes, mm}t
be left to some future adventurers, who may have more leistire and a hetter. op-
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portunity than we had to accomplish this object. Those who first visit the
ground, can only be expected to furnish sketches rude and imperfect.

Wednesday, 15. 'I'wo hunting parties intended setting out this morning,
but they were prevented by incessant raiu, which confined us all to the fort.

The Chinnooks, Clatsops, and most of the adjoining mnations, dispose of the
dead in canoes. TFor this purpose a scaffold is crected, by fixing pcrpendicu-‘
larlv in the ground four long pieces of split timber. 'I'hese are placed two by
two, just wide cnough apart to adwit the canoe, and sufficiently long to support
its two extremities. 'The boards are connected by a bar of wood run through
them at the height of six feet, on which is placed a small canoe, containing
the body of the deceased, carefuily wrapped in a robe of dressed skins, with a
paddle, and some articles belonging to the deccased, by his side. Over this
caroe is placed one of a larger size, reversed, with its gunwale resting on the
crossbars, so as to cover the body completely. One or more large mats of
rushes or flags are then rolled round the canoes, and the whole secured by cords
usually made of the bark ot the white cedat. On these crossbars are hung dit-
ferent articles uv clothing, or culinary utensils. The method practised by the
Killamucks differs somewhat from this; the body being deposited in an oblong
box, of plank, which, with the paddle, and other articles, is placed in a canoe,
resting on the gronnd. With the religious opinions of these people wc are
but little acquainted, sincc we understand their langunage too imperfectly to
converse on a subject so abstract, but it is obvious, from the different deposits
which they place by their dead, that they belicvein a future state of existence.®

Thursday, 16. 'To-day we finished curing our meat. and having now a
plentiful supply of elk, and salt, and our houses dry and comforiable, we wait
patiently for the moment of resuming our journey.

The implements used in hunting, by the Clatsops, Chinnooks, and other
neighbouring nations, are the gun, bow and arrow, dcadfall, pits, snares, and
spears ot gigs. 'Lbe guns are generally old American or British muskets repair-
ed for this trade ; and although there are some good pieces among them, they
are constantly out of order, as the Indians have not been sufficiently accustomed
to arms to understand the management of them. 'T'he powder is kept in small
Japanned tin flasks, in which the traders sell it ; and when the ball or shot fails, .
they make use of gravel or pieces of metal from their pots, without being sensible

* This fact is much too equivocal to warrant an inference so important, These deposits might have
been infended for nothing more than the testimonials of surviving affection. Amongst those sa-
vapes, 'where the laaguage was better understood, it does not gppear, that the Indians intended any
$hing more by such sacrifices than 1o testify their reverence for the dead.—AMERICAN EDITOR.
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of (lie injury done to their gons, These arms are reserved for bunting.slk, and

the few deer and bears in this neighbourhood ; but as they have ne rifles, they

are not very successful hunters. The most cornmon weapon is the bow and

arrow, with which every man is provided, even though he curries & gun, .and

which is used in every hmd of hunting. The bow is extremely neat, and being'
very thin and flat, pessesses great elasticity. Itis made of the heart of the white

cedar, about two feet and a half m length, two inches wide at the centre, whence

it tapers to the width of half an inch at the extrennties; and the back is covered'
with the sinews of elk, fustened on by means of a glie made from the sturgeon.

The string is formed of the same sinews. 'I'he arrow generally consists of two

parts ; the first is about twenty inches long, and formed of light white pine, with

the feather at one end, and at the other a circular hole, which receives the second

part, formed of some harder wood, and about five inches long, and secured in its

place by means of sinews. 'L'he barb is either stone, or else of iron or copper, in

which latter place, the angle is-more obtuse than any we have seen. I, as

sometimes happens, the arrow 1s formed of a single piece, the whole is of a more

durable wood, but the form just described is preferred : because, as much of the

game consists of wild fowl, on the ponds, it is desirable that they should be con-

structed so as to float, if they fall into the water. These arrows are kept in a

quiver of elk or young bear skin, opening not at the ends, as the common qui-

vers, but at the sides; which, for those who hunt in caroes, is much more conve~

nient. These weapons are not, however, very powerful, for many of the elk- we*
kill have been wounded with them ; and, although the barb with the small end of
the arrows remain, yet the flesh closes, and the animal suffers ne permanent in-

jury. ‘The deadfalls and snares are used in taking the wold, the racoon, and the

fox, of which there are, however, but few in this conntry.  Fhie spear or gig em-

ployed in pursuit of the sea-otter, (which they call spnck) the commen otter,

and beaver, consists of two points of barbs, and is like these already described,

as common among the Induns on the upper part of the Columbia. 'Phe pitsare

chiefly for the elk, and are therefore usually large and deep cubes of twelveyor.
fourteen feet 1n depth, and are made by the side of some fallen tree lying seross

the path frequented by the elk. They are covered: with slender boughs.and mobs;

and the elk either sinks into it as he approaches the tree, or, in leaping vverithe

tree, falls mto the pat on the other side.

Friday 17. Comowool and seven other Clatsops spent the day with vs.’ He
made us a present of.some roots and berries, and in retorn weo. gave him «n dawl
and seme thread, which he wanted for the parpose -of  moktimg}a net.- :'We were
not able fo purchase any.amore'of their provisions the p;m:beng!m W
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owr exhausted stock of merchandise. One of the Indians was dressed in three
very elegant skins of the sea-otter : for these we were very desirous of trafficking -
but he refused every exchange except that of blue beads, of which hc asked
six fathom for each skin, and as we had ounly four fathom left, he would not accept
for the vemaining two, either a knife, or any quantity of beads of another
sort. ’

In fishing, the Clatsops, Chinnooks and other nations near this place emplov
the common straight net, the scooping or dipping net with a long handle, the gig,
and the hook and line. The first is of different lengths and depths, and used in
taking salmon, carr, and trout, in the deep inlets among the marshy grounds,
and the mouths of deep creeks. 'I'he scooping net is used for small fish in the
spring and summer season ; and in both kinds the net is formed of sitkk grass, or
the bark of white cedar. 'The gig is used at all seasons, and for all kinds of fish
they can procure with it ; so too is the hook and line, of which the line is made of
the same material as the net, and the hook generally brought by the traders;
though before the whites came, they made hooks out of two small pieces of bone,
resembling the European hook, but with a much more acute augle, where the
two pieces were joined.

Saturday, 18. We were all occupied in dressing skins, and preparing clothes
forour journey homewards. The houses in this neighbourbood are all large
wooden buildings, varying in length from twenty to sixty feet, and from fonrteen
to twenty in width. They are constructed in the following manner. 'T'wo posts
of split timber or more, agreeably to thenumber of partitions, are sunk in the
ground, above which they rise to the height of fourteen or eighteen feet. 'They
ave hbllowed at the top, so as to receive the ends of a round beam or pole,
st;wb;hing from one to the other, and forming the upper point of the roof for the-
whole extent of the building. On each side of this range is placed another,:
which fors the eaves of the house, and is about five feet high ; but as the baild- -
ing is pften‘siink tothe depth of four or five feet, the eaves come very near the
surface of the earth. Swmaller pieces of timber are now extended by pairs, in the
form of raftefs, from the lower to the upper beam, where they are attached at
both ends with conds of cedar bark. ©On these rafters two or three ranges of
small:poles apg placed horizontally, and secured in the same way with strings of
cedar bark. The sides are now made with a range of white boards, sunk &
small distanoésintoithe gnound; - with the. apper ends projecting abowe the pales
at the gaves, -which they are-speured by a'beam passiag outside, parallel with
thﬁaﬁ“&fﬂes.twltiéd by.cords of cesdarbark passing throdgh holes made in the
b%}“ surtain .distancess i Fhe) gable ends and. partitions are formed in the
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same way,' being fastencd by beams on the outside, parallel to the rafters. The
roof is then covered with a double range of thin hoards, except an aperture of
two or three feet in the centre, for the smoke to puss throngh.. The entrance is
by a small hole, cut out of the boards, aund just large enough to admit the body,
'Tht very largest houses only are divided by partitions, for Lhough three or four
families reside in the same room, there is quite space enough for all of them. I
the centre of each room is a space six or cight feet square, sunk to the depth of
twelve inches below the rest of the flour, and enclosed by four pieces of square
timber.  Here they make the fire, for which purpose pine bark is gencrally pre-
ferred.  Around this fireplace, mats are spread, and serve as seats during the
duay, and very frequently as beds at night ; there is however a more permanent
bed made, by fixing, in two or sometimes three sides of the room, posts reaching
from the roof down to the ground, and at the distance of four feet fiom the wall.
From these posts to the wall itself, onc 8 two ranges of boards are placed so as
to form shelves, on which they either slecp, or where they stow away their
various articles of werchandise. 'The uncured fish is hung in the smoke of their
fires, as is also the flesh of the elk, when they are fortunate enough te procure
any, which is but rarely.

Sunday, 20. 'This morning we sent out two parties of hunters in different
directions®" Soon afier we wer» visited by two Clatsop men and a woman, who
brought several articles to trade : we purchased a small quantity of train il for
a pair of brass armbands, and succeeded in obtaining a sea-otier skin, for which
we gave our only remaining four fathoms of blue beads, the same quantity of
whitc oues, and a knife: we gave a fish-hook also in exchange for one of their
hats. These are made of cedar-bark and bear-grass, interwoven together i m the
form of an Kuropean hat, with a small brim of about two inches, and a hlg‘u
crown, widening upwards. They are light, ornamentcd with various colours
and figures, and being vcarly water-proof, are much wore durable than either
Chip or straw hats.  These hats form a small acticle of traffic with the whltes,
and the manufacture is one of the best exertions of Indian industry.  They are,
however, very dexterous in making a varicty of domestic utensils, among which
are bowls, spoons, skewers, spits, and baskets. 'I'he bow) or tr ough is of dif-
ferent shapes, sometimes round, semicircular, in the form oi a capoe, or cubic,
and generally dug out of a single piece of wood, the larger vesaels having holes
in the sides by way of haudle, and all executed with great neatness. in thesq
vessels they boil their food, by throwing bt stones into the watgr, and extract
ol from different animals in the same way. Spoons are nol wer Yy dbundant, uay
s there any thing remarkable in their shape, except that they are large and the
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bowl broad. Meat is roasted on one end of 3 sharp skewer, placed erect before
the fire, with the other fixed in the ground. The spit for fish is split at the top
into two parts, between which the fish is placed, cut open, with its sides ex-
tended by means of small splinters. The usual plate is a small mat of rushes or
flags, on which every thing is scrved.  The instrument with which they dig up
roots, is a strong stick, about three feet and a half long, sharpened and a little
curved at the lower end, while the upper is inserted into a handle, standing
transversely, and made of part of an elk or buck’s horn. But the most curious
workmanship is that of the basket. It is formed of cedar-bark and hear-grass,
8o closely interwoven, that it is water-tight, without the aid of either gum or
resin. 'The form is generally conic, or rather the secgment of a cone, of which
the smaller end is the bottom of the basket; and being made of all sizes, from
that of the smallest cup to the capacity of five or six gallons, answers the double
purpose of a covering for the head or to contain water. Some of them are
highly ornamented with strands of bear-grass, woven into figures of various
colours, which require great labour ; yet they are made very expeditiously and
sold for a trifle. It is for the construction of these baskets, that the bear-grass
forms an article of considerable traffic. It grows only near the snowy region
of the high mountains, and the blade, which is two feet Iong and about three-
eighths of an inch wide, is smooth, strong and pliant; the young blades parti-
cularly, from their not being exposed to the sun and air, have an appearance of
great neatness, and are generally preferred. Other bags and baskets, not water-
proof, are made of cedar-bark, silk-grass, rushes, flags, and common coarse
sedge, for the use of families. 1n the manufactures, as well as in the ordinary
work of the house, the instrument most in use is a kuife, or rather a dagger.
The handle of it is small, and has a strong loop of twine for the thumb, to pre-
veut its being wrested from the hand.  On cach side is a blade, double-edged
and pointed ; the longer from nine to ten inches, the shorter from four to five.
This knife is carried about habitaally in the hand, sometimes exposed, but mostly
when in company with strangers, put under the robe.

Monday, 20. We were visited by three Clatsops, who came merely for the
purpose of smoking and conversing with us, We have now only three days’
provision, yet so accustomed have the men become to live sparingly, and f:ast
occasionally, that such a circumstance excites no concern, as we all calculate on
our dexterity as hunters.

The industry of the Indians is not confined to household utensils :
the great proof of their skill is the construction of their canoes. In a coun-
try, indeed, where so much of the intercourse between different tribes in

3 x
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carried on 'by water, the ngenuity of the people would natarally direct itself
to the improvement of canoes, which would gradually become, from a mere
safe conveyance, an clegant ornament.  We have accordingly seen, on the
Columbia, canocs of many forms, beginuning with the simple boats near the
mou‘ntains, to those morc highly decorated, because more useful nearer the
mouth of the Columbia. Below the grand cataract there are four forms of
canoes : the first and smallest is about fifteen feet long, and calculated for one
or two persons: it is, indeed, by no means remarkable in its structure, and is
chiefly employed by the Cathlumahs and Wahkiacums amnong the marshy
islands.  The second is from twenty to thirty-five feet long, about two and a
half or three feet in the beam, and two feet in the hold. 1t is chiefly remarkable
in having the bowsprit, which rises to some height above the bow, formeq by
tapering gradually from the sides into a sharp point.  Canoes of this shape are
. common to all the nations below the grand rapids.

But the canoes most used by the Colaumbia Indians, from the Chilluckitte-
quaws inclusive, to the ocean, are about thirty or thirty-five feet long. 'The
bow, which looks more like the stern of our boats, is higher than the cther end,
and 1s ornamented with a sort of comb, an inch in thickness, cut out of the same
log which forms the canoe, and extending nine or eleven inches from the bow-
sprit to the bottom of the boat. The stern is n;early rounded off, and gradually
ascends to a point. This canoe 1s very light and convenient ; for though it wilk
contain ten or twelve persons, it may be carried with great ease by four.

The fourth and largest species of canoe we did not meet till we reached
tide-water, near the grand rapids below, in which place they are found among all
the nations, especially the Killamucks, and others residing on the seacoast. They
are upwards of fifty fect long, and will carry from eight to ten thousand pounds
weight, or from twenty to thirty persons. Like all the canoes we have men-
tioned, they are cut out of a single trunk of a tree, which is generally white
cedar, thongh the fir 1s sometimes used, The sides are secured by cross-bars,
or roand sticks, two or three inches in thickness, which are inscrted through;
holes made just below the gunwale, and made fast with cords.  'The upper edge
of the gunwale wself ic about five-eighths of an inch thick, and four,or five in
breadth, and folds outwards, so as to form a kind of rim, which prevents the
water from beating to the bout. 'I'he bow and stern are’ about the same
height, and each provided with a comb, reaching to the bottom of the boat. At
each end, also, are pedestals, formed of the same solid piece,-on which are
placed strange grotesque figures of men or animals, rising sometimes to the
beight of five feet, and, composed of small pieces of wood, firmly united, with
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great ingenuity, by inlaying and mortising, without a spike of any kind. The
paddle is usually from four feet and a half to five feet in length; the handle
being thick for one-third of its length, when it widens, and is hollowed and
thinned on each side of the centre, which forms a sort of rib. Wheu they Sm-
bark, one Indian sits in the stern, and steers with a paddle, the others kneel in
pairs in the bottom of the canoe, and sitting on their heels, paddle over the gun-
wale next to them. In this way they ride with perfect safety the highest waves,
and venture without the least concern in seas, where other boats or seamen
could not live an instant. They sit quietly and paddle, with no other move-
ment ; except, when any large wave throws the boat on her side, and, to the
eye of a spectator, she scems lost : the man to windward then steadies her by
throwing his body towards the upper side, and sinking his paddle deep into the
wave, appears to catch the water and force it under the boat, which the same
stroke pushes on with great velocity.  In the management of these canoes the
women are equally expert with the men ; for in the smaller boats, which contain
four oarsmen, the helm is generally given to the female.  As soon as they land,
the canoe is generally hauled on shore, unless she be very heavily laden ; but at
night the load is universally discharged, and the canoe brought on shore.

Our admiration of their skill in these curious constructions was increased by
observing the very inadequate 1mplements with which they are made. These
Indians possess very few axes, and the ouly tool employed in their building,
from felling of the tree to the delicate workmanship of the images, is a chisel
made of an old file, about an inch and a half in width, Even of this, too, they
have not yet learnt the management, for the chisel is sometimes fixed in a large
block of wood, and being held in the right hand, the block is pushed with the
left without the aid of a mallet. But under all these disadvantages, these canoes,
which one would suppose to be the work of years, are made in a few weeks. A
canoe, however, is very highly prized : in traffic, it is an article of the greatest
value, except a wife, which is of equal consideration ; so that a lover generally
gives a canoe to the father in exchange for hus daughter.
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CHAP. XXIII.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE CLATSOPS, KILLAMUC.KS, CHINNQOKS AND CATHLAMAHS—THEIR
UNIFORM CUSTOM OF FLATTENING THE FOREKEAD—THE DRESS OF TRHESE BAVAGES,
AND THEIR ORNAMENTS, DESCRIBED—THE LICENSEDP PROSTITUTION OF THE WOMEN,
MARRIED AND UNMARRILD, OF WHICH A LUDICROUS INSTANCE IS GIVEN—THE CHA-~
RACTER OF THEIR DISEASES—THE COMMON OPINION, THAT THE TREATMENT OF WOMEN
15 THE STANDARD BY WHICH THE VIRTUES OF AN INDIAN MAY BE KNOWN, COMBATTED,
AND DISPROVED BY EXAMPLES—THE RESPECT ENTERTAINED BY THFSE INDIANS FOR
OLD AGE, COMPARED WITH THE DIFFERENT CONDUCT OF THOSE NATIONS WHO SUBSIST
BY THE CHASE—THEIR MODE OF GOVERNMENT--THEIR IGNORANCE OF ARDENT
SPIRITS, AND THEIR FONDNESS FOR GAMBLING—THEIR DEXTERITY IN TRAFF!C—IN
WHAT ARTICLES THEIR TRAFFIC CONSISTS—THEIR EXTRAORDINARY ATTACHMENT TO
BLUE BEADS, WHICH FORMS THEIR CIRCULATING MEDIUM.

Turspay, 21. Two of the hunters came back with three elk, which form a
timely addition to our stock of provisions. The Indian visitors left us at twelve
o'clock.

The Killamucks, Clatsops, Chinnooks, and Cathlamahs, the four neigh-
bouring nations with whom we have had most intercourse, preserve a-general
resemblance in person, dress, and manners. They are commonly of a diminu-
tive stature, Ladly shaped, and their appearance by no means prepossessing.
'They have broad thick ﬁat feet, thick ankles, and crooked legs : the last of
which deformities s to be ascnhed in part, to the universal practice of squatting,
or sitting on the calves of their legs and heels, and also to the tjght bandages of
beads and strings worn round the ankles, by the women, ‘which’ prevent the
circulation of the blood, and render the legs, of the females, partlcularl), ill

shaped and swollen. The complexion is the usual copper cojouréd hrown of thfe
1
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North American tribes, though the complexion is rather lighter than that of
the Indians of the Missouri, and the frontier of the United States: the mouth is
wide and the lips thick; the nose of a moderate size, fleshy, wide at the extre-
mities, with large nostrils, and generally low between the eves, though there are
rare iustances of high aquiline noses; the eyes are generally black, though we
occasionally see them of a dark yellowish brown, with a black pupil. But the
most distinguishing part of their physiognomy, is the peculiar flatness and width
of their forehead, a peculiarity which thev owe to one of those customs by which
nature 18 sacrificed to fantastic ideas of beauty. The custom, indeed, of flatten-
ing the head by artificial pressure during infancy, prevails among all the nations
we have seen west of the Rocky mountains. "T'o the cast of that barrier, the
fashion is so perfectly unknown, that there the western Indians, with the excep-
tion of the Alliatan or Sunake nation, are designated by the common name of
Flatheads. 'This singular usage, which nature could scarcely seem to suggest
to remote nations, might perhaps incline us to belicve in the common and not
very ancient origin of all the western nations.  Such an opinion might well
accommodate itself with the fact, that while on the lower parts of the Columbia,
both sexes are universally flatheads, the custom diminishes in receding east-
ward, from the commmon centre of the infection, till among the remoter tribes
néar the mountains, hature rccovers her rights, and the wasted folly is confined
to a few females. Such opinions, however, are corrected or weakened by con-
sidering that the flattening of the head is not, in fact, peculiar to that part of
the continent, since it was among the first objects which struck the attention of
Columbus.

But wherever it may have begun, the practice is now universal among these
pations. Soon after the birth of her child, the mother, anxious to procuie for
her infant the recommendation of a broad forehead, places it in the compressing
machine, where it is kept for ten or twelve months; thongh the females remain
longer than the boys. The operation is so gradual, that it is not attended with
pain; but the impression is deep and permanent. The heads of the children,
when they are rel¢ased from the bandage, are not more than two inches thick
about the npper edge of the forehead, and still thinner above: nor with all #s
efforts can nawre ever restore its shape; the heads of grown persons being often
in a straight line from the nos¢ to the top of the forehead.

The hair of both sexes is parted at the top of the head, and thence falh
loosely hehmd the ears, over the back and shoulders. They use combs, of which
they are .very fond, and, irideed, contrive without the aid of them, to keep their
hair in véry good order. The dress of the man cansists ¢f a-small robe, reaching
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to the mi:idle of the thigh, tied by a string across the breast, with its corners
hanging loosely over their arms. "These robes are, in general, composed of the
skins of a small animal, which we have suppose:l to be the brown mungo. They
have, besides, those of the tiger, cat, deer, panther, bear, and elk, which last is
prin'cipally used in war parties. Sometimes they have a blanket woven with
the fingers, from the wool of their native sheep; occasionally a mal is thrown
over them to keep off rain; but except this robe, they have no other article of
clothing during winter or summer, so that every part of the body, but the hack
and shoulders, is exposed to view. They are very fond of the dress of the whites,
whom they call pashisheooks or clothmen ; and whenever they can procure any
clothes, wear them in our manner: the only article, indeed, which we have not
seen among them is the shoe.

The robe of the women is like that worn by the men, except that it does not
.reach below the waist. Those most estcemed are made of strips of sea-otter
skin, which being twisted are interwoven with silk-grass, or the bark of the
white cedar, in such a manner that the fur appears equally on both sides, so as
to form a soft and warm covering. 'The skins of the racoon or beaver are also
employed in the same way, though on other occasions these skins are simply
dressed in the hair, and worn without further preparation. The garment which
covers the body from the waisi as low as the knee before and the thigh behind,
15 the tissue already described, and is made either of the bruised bark of white
cedar, the twisted cords of silk-grass, or of flags and rushes. Neither leggings
nor moccasins are ever used, the mildness of the climate not requiring them as a
security from the weather, and their being so much in the water rendering them
an incumbrance. 'The only covering for the head is a hat made of bear-grass,
and the bark of cedar, interwoven in a conic form, with a knob of the same shapé
at the top. It has no brim, but is held on the head by a string passing under the
chin, and tied to a small rim inside of the hat. 'The colours are generally black
and white only, and these are made into squares, triangles, and sometimes rude
figures of canoes and scamen harpooning whales. This is all the usual dress of
females ; buu it the weather be unusually severe, they add a vest formed of skins
like the robe, tied behind, without any shoulder-straps to keep it up,  As this
vest covers the body from the armpits to the waist, it conceals the breasts, but
on all other occasions they are suffered to remain loose and expoled, and present,
in old women especially, a most disgusting appearance.

Somectines, though not often, they mark their skins by puncturing and in-
troducing some celoured matter : this ornament is chiefly contthed to the women,

who imprint on their legs and arms, circular or parallel dots. On the arm of
3
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one of the squaws we read the name of J. Bowman, apparently a trader who
visits the mouth of the Columbia. 'The favourite decoration however of both
sexes, are the common coarse blue or white beads, which are folded very tightiy
round their wrists and ankles, to the width of three or four inches, and worn n
large loose rolls round the ncck, or in the shape of ear-rings, or hanging ffom
the nose, whicli Iast mode is peculiar to the men.  There is also a species of
wampum very much in use, which scems to be worn in its natural form without
any preparation. Its shape 15 a cone somewhat curved, about the size of a
raven’s quill at the base, and tapering to a point, its whole length hemng from
one Lo two and a half inches, and white, smooth, hard, and thm. A small
thread is passed through it, and the wampum is either suspended from the nose,
or passed through the cartilage horizontally, and forms a ring, from which other
ornaments hang. This wampum is employed in the same way as the beads,
Lut is the favourite decoration for the noses of the men. The men also use
collars made of bears’ claws, the women and clhildren those of elks tusks, and
both sexes are adorned with bracelets of  copper, iron, or brass, in vaious
forms.

Yet all these decorations are unavailing to conceal the deformities of nature
and the extravagance of fashion ; nor bave we seen any more disgusting object
than a Chinnook or Clatsop beauty in full attire. 'Their broad flat forchcads,
their fulling breasts, their ill-shaped limbs. the awkwardness of their positions,
and the filth which intrudes through their finery ; all these render a Chinnook
or Clatsop beauty in full attire, one of the meost disgusting objects in nature.
Fortunately this circumstance conspired with the low dict and laborions exer~
cise of our men, to protect them from the persevering gallantry of the fair sex,
whose kindness always exceeded the ordinary courtesies of hospitality.  Among
these people, as indeed among all Indians, the prostitution of unmarried wo-
wen is so far from being considered criminal or improper, that the females.
themselves solicit the favours of the other sex, with the entire approbation of
their fiiends and connexions. The person is in fact often the only property of
a young female, and is thercfore the medium of trade, the retarn for presents,
snd the reward for services. In most cases, however, the femalc 1y so much at
the disposal of her husband or parent, that she is farmed out for hire. 'T'he
Chinnook woman, who brought her six female relations to our cawmp, had re~
gular prices, proportioned to the beauty of each female; and améng all the
tribes, a man will lend his wife or daughter for a fish-hook or a strand of beads.
To decline an offer of this sort is indeed to disparage the charms of the lady,
and therefore gives such-offence, that although we had occasionally to treat the
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Indians with rigour, nothing seemed to irritate both sexes more than our refusal
to accept the favours of the females. On one occasion we were amused by a
Clatsop, who having been cured of some disorder by our medical skill, brought
his sister as a reward for our kindness, The young lady was quite anxious to
joitr in this expression of her brother’s gratitude, and mortified that we did not
"avail ourselves of it, she could not be prevailed on to leave the fort, but remained
with Chabonean’s wife, in the next room to ours, for two or three days, declining
all the solicitations of the men, till finding, at last, that we did not relent, she
went away, regretting that her brother’s obligations were unpaid.

The little intercourse which the men have had with thesc women is, how-
ever, sufficient to apprise us of the prevalence of the venereal disease, with
which one or two of the party had been so much afllicted, as to render asali-
vation necessary. The infection in these cases was communicated by the Chin-
nook women. The others do not appear to be aflicted with it to any extent:
indeed, notwithstanding this disorder is certainly known to the Indians on the
Columbia, yet the number of infected persouns is very inconsiderable. The ex-
istence of such a disorder is very easily detected, particularly in the men, in
their open style of dress; yet in the whole route down the Columbia, we have
not seen more than two or three cases of gonorrheea, and about double that
number of lues venerca. There do not seem to be any simples which are
used as specifics in this disorder, nor is a complete cure ever effected. When
once a patient is seized, the disorder ends with his life only ; though from the
simplicity of their diet, and the use of certain vegetables, they support it for
many years with but little mmconvenience, and even enjoy tolerable health ; yet
their life is always abridged by decrepitude or premature old age. The Indians,
who are mostly successful in treating this disorder, are the Chippeways, Théir
specifics are the root of the lobelia, and that of a species of sumac, common to
the United States, the neighbourhood of the Rocky mountains, and to the coun-
trics westward, and which is readily distinguished by being the smallest of its
kind, and by its winged rib, or common footstalk, sopporting leaves oppositely
pinnate. Decoctions of the roots are used very freely, without any limitation,
and are said to soften the violence of the lues, and even to be sovereign in the
cure of the gonorrhea. )

: The Clatsops and other nations at the mouth of the Columbia, have visited
us with great freedom, and we have endeavoured to cultivate their intimacy, as
well for the purpose of acquiring information, as to leave behind us impres-
sions favourable tv our country, Having acquired muglt of their lauguage,
we are enabled, with the assistance of gestures,tohold conversations withgreat ensg,
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We find them inquisitive and loquacious, with understandings by no'means de-
fieient in acuteness, and with very retentive memories ; and though fond of
feasts, and generally cheerful, they are never gay. Every thiug they see ex.
cites their attention and inquiries, but having been accustomed to see the
whites, nothing appeared to give them more astonishment than the air-gun.
To all our inquiries they answer with great intelligence, and the conversation
rarely slackens, since there is a constant discussion of the events, and trade, and
politics, in the little but active circle of Killamucks, Clatsops, Cathlamahs,
Wahkiacums, and Chinnooks. Among themselves, the conversation generally
turns on the subjects of trade, or smoking, or eatiug, or connexion with fe-
males, before whom this last is spoken of with a familiarity which would be in
the highest degree indecent, if custom had not rendered it inoffensive.

. 'The treatment of women is often considered as the standard by which the
moral qualities of savages are to be estimated. " Our own observation, how-
ever, induced us to think that the importance of the female in savage life has no
necessary relation to the virtues of the men, but is regulated wholly by their
capecity to be useful. The Indians, whose treatment of the females is mildest,
and who pay most deference to their opinions, are by no means the most
distinguished for their virtues; nor is this deference attended by any increase of
attachment, since they are equally willing with the most brutal husband, te
prostitute their wives to strangers. On the other hand, the tribes among whom
the women are very much debased, possess the loftiest sense of honour, the
greatest liberality, and all the good qualities of which their sitnation demands
the exercise. Where the women can aid in procuring subsistence for the
tribe, they are treated with more equality, and their importance is proportioned
to the share which they take in that labour; while in countries where sibsist-
ence is éhiefly procured by the exertions of the men, thc women are considered
and treated as burdens.  Thus, among the Clatsops and Chinnooks, who live
uwpon fish and roots, which the women are equally expert with the mea in pro-
curing, the former have a rank and influence very rarely found among In-
dians, The females are permitted to speak frecly before the men, to whom in-
deed they semetimes address themselves in a tone of authority. On many sub-
jects their judgments and opinions are respected, and in matters of trade, their
advice is generally asked and pursucd. The labours of the family, too, age
sharedt almost equally. The men -collect wood and make fires, assist in clean-
sirig"the “fish, wake the houses, canoes, and wooden utensils; and whenever
sttarigeni-ate‘to be entertained, or a-great feast prepared, the meats are cooked
aird“served up-by the men. The peculiar province of the female is to ool-

3 L
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'lect roots, and to manufacture the various aricles which are foxmed of rushes
flage, “cedar-bark, and bearagrass} but the management of the canges, and
mmny of the octupations, which elsewhere develve wholly on the female, gre
tiere common to both sexes.

. The observation with regard to the importance of females applies with equal
force to the treatment of old men. Among tribes who subsist by hunting, the
labours of the chase, and the wandering existence to which that occupation
condemns them, necessarily throws the burden of procuring provisions on the
active young men. As soon, therefore, as a maa is unable to pursue the chase, he
begins to withdraw something from the precarious supplies of the tribe. Still,
however, his counsels may compensate his want of activity ; but in the next
stage of infirmity, when he can no longer travel from camp to camp, as the
tribe roams about for subsistence, he s then found to be a beavy burden. In

. this situation they are abandoned among the Sioux, Assiniboins, and the hunt-
ing tribes on the Missouri. As they are setting qut for some mew excursion,
where the old man is unable to follow, his children, or nearest relations, place
before him a piece of meat and some water, ar.d telling him that he has lived
long enough, that it is now time for him to go home to his relations, whe could
take better care of him than his friends on earth, leave him, without remorse,
to perish, when his little supply is exhauasted. The same custom is said to pre-
vail among the Minnetarees, Ahnahawas, and Ricaras, when they are attended
by old men on their hunting excursions. Yet, in their villages, we saw no
want of kindness to old men. On the contrary, probably because in villages
the means of more abundant subsistence renders such cruelty mnnecessary, the
old people appear to be treated with attention, apd some of their feasts, par-
ticularly the buffalo dances, were intended chiefly as a contribution for the old
and iufirm.

"The dispositions of these people seem mild and inoffensive,. and they have nni-
formly behaved to us with great friendship. They are addicted to begging and pjl-
fering small articles, when it can be done without danger of detection, but do npt
rob wantenly, nor to any large amount ; and some of them baving purloined some
of outmeat, which the hunters had heen obliged to leave in the woods, they volun-
tarily broughtsome dogs a few days after, by way of compensation. Qur farce and
grreat-superiority in the use of fire-arms, enable us always to dommand, and wbh

+4s the friendly deportment of these people, that the men have been,agcmymgd
10 treat them with the greatest confidence. It is therefore -with difficulty that
‘We can impress on our men « conviction of, the necessity” of being, always Jon

our guard, since we are perfectly acquainted. with.the treacherous thme‘r of
1
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Bl To eréil. We ure alvays prepared for mn attack, and uniforily exclude’
&Y latge parties' of Indians from the fort. Their large houses usvally contain
bveral families, donsisting of the parents, their sons and daughters-in-law, and

d children, among whom the provisions are common, and whose harmony
féséhreely ever mtermpted by disputes. Although polygamy is permittedl by
their customd, very few have more than e single wife, and she is brought imme-
‘aihrtely "dfter the matriage into the husband’s family, where she resides yntil
ficreasing numbers oblige them to seek another house. In this state the old
than §§ not considered as thehead of the family, since the active duties, as well
as the responsibility, fall on some of the younger members. As these families
gradusMy expand iito bands, or tribes, or nations, the patermal anthority is
represented by the chief of each association. This chieftain, however, is nat
hereditiry ; ‘his ability to render service to his neighbours, and the popularity
which foltows it, is at once ‘the foundation and the measure of his authority,
the exercise of which does not extend beyond a reprimand for some impropar
action.

"The ttarmony of their private life is mdeed secured by their ignorance of
spititudus liquors, 'the earliest and most dreadful present which civilization has
gNen to the ather natives ‘of the continent. Although they have had so much
intercourse with whites, they do not appear to possess any knowledge of those
dahgerous luxuries, at least they have never inquired after them, which they
probably would have done if once they had been introduced among them. ILa-
deed, we have not observed any liquor of an intoxicating quality used amoung'
these or any Indians west of the Rocky Mountains, the universal beverage
being pure water. They, however, sometimes almost intoxicate themselves by
smoking tobacco, of which they are excessively fond, and the pleasures of which
they prolong as much as possible, by retaining vast quantities at a time, til
after dirculating through'the himgs and stomach, it issues in volumes from the
niouth and rostrils,. But the nataral vice of all these people is an attachment
for ramés of hazard, which they pursue with a strange and ruinous avidity.
The games are of two kinds. En the fitst, one of the company assumes the
office of benker, and plays against the rest. He takes a smal] stone, abeutthe
size of a béan, which he shifts from one hand to the other with great dexte-
nty. repé ﬂtmg wat the same time 1 song adapted to the game, and which.sdryes
to'divért the dttention of ‘the tompany, till‘having agreed on the stake, he holds
(mt ﬂs fﬁmds, and the antagonist wins or oses as he suceeeds or fails at guess-

m b ithickthand the stone is. After 1he banker has lost bis money, or.when-
ever e il tived.- the stdrie’s trunsferréd-to another, whe in:tum. challeuges the
3L2
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vest of th.comipany »- Lhyother game is sometbing ke the. play.of ninepines
two pins areplaced on-the floor, about the distange of| 3.foot frpm.. ensh jathen,
and a small hole made behind them. 'The players then go shout tep; foet Jram
the hole, into which they try to roll a small piece resembling the men, psed; of
dg‘au.ghts; if they succeed in putting it into the hele, they win the stakgy; #f the
piece rolls between the pins, but does not go into the hole, nothing iy wan qg
lost ; but the wager is wholly lost if the chequer rolls outside of the pins. ..Ens
tire days are wasted at these games, which are often continued through the
pight round the blaze of their fires, till the last article of clothing, or even the
last blue bead is won from the desperate adventurer.

In traffic they are keen, acute, and intelligent, and they employ in all their
bargains a dexterity and finesse, which if it be not learnt from their foreign
visitors, mey show how nearly the cugning of savages is allied to the little arts
of more c1vilized trade. 'They hegin by asking.double or treble the value of
their merchandise, and lower the demand in proportion to the ardor or experience
in trade of the purchaser; and if he expresses any anxiety, the smallest article,
perhaps a handful of roots, will furnish a whole morning’s negociation. Being
naturally suspicious, they of course conceive that you are pursuing the same
system. They, therefore, invariably refise the first offer, however high, fearful
that they or we have mistaken the value of the merchandise, and therefore
cautiously wait to draw us on te larger offers, In this way, after rejecting the
most extravagant prices, which we have offered merely for experiment, they
have afterwards importuned us for a tenth part of what they had before refused,
In this respect, they differ from almost all Iodians, who will generally exchange
in & thoughtless moment the most, valuable article ;they possess, for any bauble
which happens to please their fancy.

These habits of cunaing, or prudence, bhave been formed or increased by.
their being engaged in a large part of the commerce of the Columbia; of that
trade, -however, the great emporium is the Falls, where all the neighbouring
nations assemble. The inliabitants of the Columbian plains, after having passed
the winter near the mouuntains, come down as sqon as the snow has left the
valleys; and are occupied in collecting and drying roots, till about the month
of Muy. They then crowd to the river, and fixing themselves on its nortb side,
to aveid the incursions of the Snake Indiams, contipue. fishidg, till abopt the.
first of September, when the salmon are o longer fit for use. h,u'l‘,hey.ﬂgep_gurx
their fish and.return to the plains, where they remain gathering quamash, till
the snow obliges them to desist. They come back o the Chlgmnbia, and teking
their store of fish, retire fo the foot of the mowntains, and along,the qreeks, which,
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mipply timber f8r houses, and pass the winter in honting deer or elk, which with
the afd of theit fish, enables themto subsist till, in the spring, they resume the
éticke of ‘their employments. During their residence on the river, from May
to September, or rather before they begin the regular fishery, they go down to
the Falls;’ carrying with them skins, mats, silk grass, rushes and chapp%le.ll
Bread. They are here overtaken by the Chopunnish, and other tribes of the
Rotky 'mountains, who descend the Kooskooskee and Lewis's river, for the
purpose of sefling bear-grass, horses, quamash and a few skins which they
have obtained by hunting, or in exchange for horses, with the Tushepaws.

At the Falls, they find the Chilluckittequaws, Eneeshurs, Echeloots, and
Skilloots, which last serve as intermediate traders or carriers hetween the inha-
bitants abhove and below the Falls. 'These tribes prepare pounded fish for the
market, and the nations below bring wappatoo roots, the fish of the sea-coast,
berries, and a variety of trinkets and small articles which they have procured.
from the whites.

The trade then begins. The Chopunnish, and Indians of the Rocky moun-~
tains, exchange the articles which they have brought for wappatoo, pounded
fish, and beads. The Indians of the plains being their own fishermen, take
only wappatoo, horses, beads, 'and other articles, . procured from Europeans.
The Indians, however, from Lewis’s river to the Falls, consume as food or fuel
adl the fish which they take; so that the whole stock for exportation is prepared
by the nations between the Towahnahiooks and the Falls, and amounts, as
nearly as we could estimate, to about thirty thousand weight, chiefly salmon,
above the quantity which they use themselves, or barter with the more eastemn
Indians. 'This is now carried down the river by the Indians at the Falls, and is,
consumed among the nations at the mouth of the Columbia, who in return give
the fish of the seacoast, and the articles which they obtain from the whites,
The neighboaring people catch large quantities of salmon and dry them, but they
do not understand or practice the art of drying and pounding it in the manner
used at ihe. Falls, and ‘being very fond of it, are forced to purchase it at-high.
prices. This article, indeed, and the Wappatoo, form the primncipal subjecis
of trade with the people of our immediate vicinity. The traffic is wholly carried
on by water; there are even no roads or paths throngh the country, except aarpss .
the portages which connect the creeks. ]

But ‘the circumstance which forms the sonl of this trade, is the visit.of the
whites.” *'Theyarrive generally about the month of April, and either remain
until Octoher} orrétarn st that time; durigg which time, having po establishment,
o shije ;they arehor on the:north side.of the bay, at the,place alzeady described,.,
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Aich 76 b spadids 4nd ‘commodions harbour, petfeétly setute flom sll, except
e duth and south-east winds; and as they leave it before winter, they do-nét
#ulfr from these winds, which, during that season, ave the 1rost wswal “and e
foost vidlent. This situation is recommended by its néighbourhood to fresh whter
knd wood, as well as to cxcellent timber for repairs.  Here they are immedintely
visited by the tribes along the seacoast, by the Cathlamahs, and lastly by thé
Skilloots, that numerous and active people, who skirt the river between the
marshy islands and the grand rapids, as well as the Coweli-kee, and who earty
down the fish prepared by their immediate neighbours the Chiilluckittequaws,
Eneeshurs, and Echeeloots, residing from the grand rapids to the Falls, as wel
a5 all the articles which they have procured in barter at the market in May. The
accumu'ated trade of the Columbia now cousists of dressed and undressed skins
of elk, sea“ bfter, ‘the common otter, beaver, common fox, spuck, and tiger cat.
The articlesof less importance, are a smal quantity of dried or pounded salmon,
the biscuits made of the chappelell roots and somie of the manufactures
of the neighhourfioed.  In return they receive guns (which are prin-
cipally old British or American muskets) powder, ball and shot, copper and
brass kettles, brass tea-kettles, and coffee-pots, blankets, from two to three points,
coarse scarlet and blue cloth, plates and strips of sheet copper and brass, large
brass wire, knives, tubacco, fish-hooks, bnttons, and a considerable quantity of
‘sailors’ ‘hats, trowsers, coats and shirts. But as we have had occasion to remark
more than once, the objects of foreign trade whi¢h are the most desired, are the
common ¢heap, blue or white beads, of about fifty or seventy to the penny
Weight, which are strung on strands a fathom in length, and sold by the yard
or the léngth of both ‘arms : of these the blue beads, whichare called tia com-
mashuck, or chief beads, hold the first vank ih ¥heir ideas of relative value: the
inost inferior kind, are esteemed beyond the finest wampum, and are temptations
Which ¢an always seduce them to part with their mout valoabls-effects. Tadeed,
§f the ‘example of civilized life did not completely vindicate their choice, we
“ipght wondcr at their infatuated attacliment fo a banble in itself so worthless.
et these beads are, perhaps, quite as reasonable ‘dhjects of resesrch as the
pretious metals, since they are at orce beadtiful ertiaments for the person, and

"the'great dirctilating medium of trade With all the natidns on the! Ctdumbia.
These strangers who visit the Columbia for the purpose of wide or hunting,
thust be éitlier English or Americans. ‘Fhe Indtans itiform s that they speak
“the same Tangthfre ds we do, aud indeed ‘the few words which the Indiana baivec
Yedrnt from the sailots, such as muskit, powdér, ot knife; e, hexve the'lond,
damned rascil, nird ‘delier phrases of thet dedcriptivi, viduitly sheww that, the
visitors speak the English langnage. Baut as the greater part of them annually
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arrive in April, and either pemain till antumn, or revisit them at that time,
which we could not clearly understand, the trade cannot be direct from either
England or the United States, since the ships could not return tuither during the
remainder of the year. 'When the Indians are asked where these traders go on
leaving the Columbia, they always point to the south-west, whence we pres’uma
that they do not helong to any establishment at Nootka Sound. They do,
however, mention a trader by the name of Moore, who sometimes touches
at this place, and the last time he¢ came, he had on hoard three COWS ;
abd when he left them, continued along the north-west coast, which renders 1t
probable, that there may be a settlement of whitesin that direction. The names
and description of all these persons who visit them in the spring and autumn are
vemembered with great accuracy, and we tpok down, exactly as they were
pronounced, the following list : The favourite trader is

Mr. Haley, who visits them in u vessel with three masts, and continues some,
time. The others are

Youens, who comes also 1n a three masted vessel, and is a trader.

Talamon, in a three masted vessel, but he is not a trader.

Callalamet in a ship of the same size; he is a trader, and they say has a

wooden leg.
Swipton three masted vessel, trader.
Moore four do. do.
Mackey three  do. do.
'Washington three  do. do.
Mesship three  do. do.
Davidson three  do. does not trade, but bunts elk.
Jackson threq  do. trader.
Belch three  do. do.

Bkielley, also a trader, in a vessel with three masts, but he has been gone for
wome years. e had only que-eye.

- It might be. difficuit to.adjust the balance of the adyantages or, thg dangers
»f this trade to the pations of the Columbia, agaiust the sale of their furs, and the
acquisition,of & few bad guns and household utensils.

The nations near the mouth of the Columbia enjoy great tranquﬂ]lty ; non.e
of the tribes being engaged in war. Not long since, however, there was * War
“on the coast 4o Ahe pouth-west, in which the Killamucks took several prisoners.
'Tisese, as fhir s we.coulil perceive, were treated very well, and though nomi-
‘mally duves, yet weuk, adopiad igte the families of their masters, and the young
‘dnes:placention thesaime fooing. with the children of the, purchaser.
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The month of February and the greater part of March were passed in the
same manner. Every day, parties as large as we conld spare them from our other
occupatlons were sent out to hunt, and we were thus enabled to command some
(}aya provision in advance. It consisted chiefly of deet and elk ; the first-ig
very lean, and the flesh by no means as good as that of the elk, which, though
poor, is getting better: it is indeed our chief dependence. At this time of the’
year it is in much better order in the prairies near the point, where they feed on
grass and rushes, considerable quantities of which are yet green, than in the
woody country up the Netul. There, they subsist on huckleberry bushes and
fern, but chiefly on evergreen, called shallun, resembling the laurel, which
abounds through all the timbered lands, particularly along the broken sides of
hills. "Towards the latter end of the month, however, they left the prairies near l’foint
Adams, and retired back to the hills & but fortunately, at the same time the
sturgeon and anchovies began to appear, and afforded us a dehightful variety of
food. 1In the meau tume, the party on the seacoast supplied us with salt: but
though the kettles were kept boiling all day and night, the salt was made but
slowly ; nor was it till the middle of this month that we succeeded in procuring
twenty gallons, of which twelve were put in kegs for our journey as ‘ar as the
deposits on the Missouri.

The neighbouring tribes continued to visit us, for the purpose of trading, or
merely to smoke with us. But on the 21st, a Chinnook chief, whom we had never
seen, came over with twenty-five of his men. His name was Fahcam, a man of
about fifty years of age, with a larger figure and a better carriage than most of
his nation. 'We received hini with the usual ceremonies, gave the party some-
thing to eat, smoked most copiously with them all, and presented the chief with
a small medal. They were all satisfied with their treatmeut; and though we
were willing to show the chief every civility, could not dispense with our rule of
not suffering so many strangers to sleep in the fort. They, therefore, left us at
sunset. On the twenty-fourth, Comowool, who is by far the most friendly
and decent savage we have seen in this neighbourhood, came with a large party
of Clatsops, bringing among other articles, sturgeon and a small fish, which
has just begun, within a day or two past, to make its appearance in the
Colambia.

From this time, as the elk became scarce and lean, we made use of these fish
whenever we could catch them, or purchase them from the Indians. But as we
were too poor to indulge very largely in these luxuries, the diet was by no
means pleasant, and to the sick, espetially, was unwholesome. On the 15th of
March we were visited-by Delashilwilt, the Chinnook chief, and his wife, accom-
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panied by the same six damsels, who in the autumn had encamped near us,
on the other side of the bay, and whose favours had been so troublesome to
several of the men. They formed a camp close to the fort, and began to renew
their addresses very assiduously, but we warned the men of the dangers of
intercourse with this frail society, and they cautionsly abstained from connexfon_
with them.

During the greater part of this month, five or six of the men were sick ;
indeed, we have not had so many complaining since we left Wood river; the
general complamtisa bz}d cold and fever, something in the nature of an influenza,
which, jotned with a few cases of venereal, and accidental injuries, comnplcte
our invalid corps, These disorders may chiefly be imputed to the natnre of the
climate.

3Ixn
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CHAP. XXIV.

A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE BEASTS, BIRDS AND PLANTS, &c, FOUND BY THE
PARTY IN THIS EAPEDITION.

TaE vegetable productions of the country, which furnish a large proportion of
the food of the Indians, are the roots of a species of thistle, the fern, the rush,
the liquorice, and a small cylindric root, resembling in flavour and consistency
the sweet potatoc.

1st. The thistle, called by the natives shanatanque, is a plant which grows
in a deep, rich, dry loam. with a considerable mixture of sand. The stem is
simple, ascending, cylindric, and hispid, and rising to the height of three or four
feet. The cauline life, which, as well as the stem of the last season, is dead, 1s
simple, crenate, and oblong ; rather more obtuse at its apex than at its insertion,
which is decurrent, and its position declining ; whilst the margin is armed with
prickles, and its disk is hairy. The flower too is dry and mutilated ; but the
pericarp seems much like that of the common thistle. The root-leaves, which
still possess their verdure, and are about half grown, are of a pale green colour.
The root, however, is the only part used. 1t is from nine to fifteen inches long,
about the size of a man’s thumb, perpendicular, fusiforin, and with from two to
four radieles. The rind is of a brown colour, and somewhat rough. When first
taken from the carth, itis white, and nearly as crisp as a carrot, and in this state
is sometimes eaten without any preparation. But after it is prepared by the
same process used for the paschcco quamash, which is the most usual and the
best method, it becomes black, and much improved in flavour. Tis taste is
exactly that of sugar, and it is indeed the sweetest vegetable employed by the
Indians.  After being baked in the kiln, it is either eaten simply or with train
oil : sometimes pounded fine and mixed with cold water, until it is reduced to
the consistence of sagamity, or Indian mush, which last method is the mbut
agreeable to our palates.
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2. Three species of fern grow in this neighbourhood, but the root of only
one is eaten. It is very abundant in those parts of the open lands aud prairies
which have a deep, loose, rich, black loam, without any sand. 'There, 1t attains
the height of four or five feet, and is a heautiful plant with a fine grcen colour
in summer. The stem, which is smooth, cylindric, and shghtly grooved.on
one side, rises erectly about half its height, when it divides into two branches,
or rather long footstalks, which put forth in pairs from one side only, and near
the edges of the groove, declining backwards from the grooved side. These
footstalks are themselves grooved and cyhndric, and as they gradually taper
towards the extremities, put forth others of a smaller size, which are aiternate,
and have forty or fifty alternate, pinnate, horizontal, and sessile leaves: the
leaves are multipartite for half the length of their footstalk, when they zssume
the tongue-like form altogether; being, moreover, revolute, with the vpper disk
smooth, and the lower resembling cotton : the top is annual, and thercfore dead
at present, but it produces unce flower or fruit: the root itself is perennial and
grows horizontally : sometimes a little diverging, or obhquely descending, and
frequently dividing itself as it proceeds, and shooting up a number of stems. It
lies about tour inches under the surface of the earth, in a cylindrical form, with
fecw or no radicles, and varies from the size of a goose quill to that of a man’s
finger. 'I'he bark is black, thin, ‘brittle, and rather rough, and casily separates
in flakes from the part which is eaten: the centre is divided into two parts by
a strong, flat, and white ligament, like a piece of thin tape; on each side of
which is a white substance, resembling, after ihe root is roasted, both in ap-
pearance and flavour, the dough of wheat. 1t has, however, a pungency which
s disagreeable, but the natives eat it voraciously, and it secms 10 be very nu-
tritious.

3. The rush is most commonly used by the Killamucks, and other Indians
on the seacoast, along the sands of which it grows in the greatest abundance. From
each root a single stem rises erectly to the height of three or four feet, some-
what thicker than a large quill, hollow and jointed; about iwenty or thirty
long, lineal, stellate, or radiate and horizontal leaves surround the stem at cach
Joiut, about half an inch above which, its stem is sheathed like the sand rush.
When green, it resembles that plant also in appearance, as well as in having a
rough stem. It is not branching ; nor does it bear, as far as we can discover;
either flower or seed. At the bottom of this stem, which is annual, is a small,
strong radicle, about an inch long, descending perpendicularly to the root,
while just above the junction of the radicle with the stem, the latter is sur-
rounded in the form of a wheel with six or nine small rqdicles, descending ob-
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Liquely : the root attached to this radicle is a perennial solid bulb, about an inch
long, and of the thickness of a man’s thamb, of an ovate form, depressed on
one or two of its sides, and covered with a thin, smooth, black rind : the pulp
is white, brittle, and easily masticated. 1t i1s commonly roasted, theugh some-
timbs caten raw ; but in both states is rather an insipid root.

" 4. The liquorice of this country does not differ from that common to the
United States. It here delights in a deep, loose, sandy soil, and grows very
large, and abundantly. It is prepared by roasting in the emwbers, and pounding
it slightly with a small stick, in order to separate the stroug ligament in the
centre of the root, which is then thrown away, and the rest chewed and swal-
lowed. In this way it has an agrecable flavour, not unlike that of the sweet
potatoe. The root of the cattail, or cooper’s flag, is eaten by the Indians.
There is also, a species of small, dry, tuberous root, two inches in length, and
about the thickness of the finger. 'They are eaten raw; are crisp, milky, and
of dn agrecable flavour.

5. Beside the small cylindric root mentioned above, is another of the same
form and appearance, which is usnally boiled and eaten with train oil. Iis
taste, however, is disagreeably bitter. But the most valuable of all the Indian
roots, 1s

6. The wappatoo, or the bulb of the conmon sagittafolia, or common arrow-
head. It does not grow in this neighbourhood, but is in great abundance in
the marshy grounds of that beautiful valley, which extends from near Quick-
sand river for seventy miles westward, and is a principal article of trade between
the inhabitants of that valley and those of the sea coast.

The shrub rises to the height of four or five feet; the stem simple and much
branched. The bark is of a reddish dark brown; the main stem somewhat
rough, while that of the bough is smooth ; the leaf is about one tenth of an inch
long, obtuse at the apex, and acute and angular at the insertion of the pedicle.
The lcaf is three fourths of an inch in length, and three eighths in width, smooth,
and of a paler green than evergreens generally are. The fruit is a small deep
purple berry, and of a pleasant flavour; the natives eat the berry when ripe, but
seidom collect such quantities as to dry for winter use,

The native fraits and berries in use among the Indians, are what they call
the'shallun ; the solme ; the cranberry; a berry like the bladk haw ; the scarlet
berry, of the plaut called sacacommis ; a purple berry, like the huckleberry.

1. The shallun is an evergreen plant, abounding in this neighbourhaod, and
its leaves are the favourite food of the elk. It is a thick growth, cylindrically
rising to the height of {hree, and sowetimes five feet, and varying from the size



453

of a goose quill, to that of a man’s thumbh. The stem is simple, .branching,
reclining, and partially fluxuose, with a bark which, on the elder part, is of a
reddish brown colour, while the younger branches are red where exposed to the
sun, and green elsewhere. The leaf is three fourths of an inch in length, and two
and a half in breadth ; of an oval form ; the upper disk of a glossy deep green, the
under of a pale green’; the fruit is a deep purple berry, about the size of a
common black cherry, oval, and rather bluntly pointed ; the pericarp is divided
into five acute angular points, and envelops a soft pulp, containing a great num-
ber of small brown seeds.

2. The solme is 2 small, pule, red berry, the production of a plant, resembling
in size and shape that which produces the fruit, called in the United States,
Solomon’s sealberry. The berry is attached to the siem in the same manner.
It s of a globular form ; containing a soft pulp, which envelops four seeds about
the size of the seed of the common small grape. 1t grows amongst the wood-
land moss, and is, to all appearance, an annual plant.

3. The cranberry 15 of the low and viny kind, and grows in the marshes or
bogs of this neighbourhood: it is precisely the same as the cranberry of the
United States.

4. The fruit, which, though rather larger, resembles in shape the black haw,
is a light brown berry, the fruit of a tree about the size, shape, and appearance in
every respect, of that of the United States, called the wild crab-apple. The
leaf is also precisely the same, as also the bark in texture and colour. The
berries grow in clumps at the end of the smali branches; each berry supported
by a separate stem, and as many as from three to eightecn or twenty ina clump :
the betry is ovate, with one of its extremities attached to a peduncle, where it is
to a small degree concave, the wood of which is excessively hard. The natives
make their wedges of this wood, in splitting their boards, their firewood, and in
hollowing out their canoes ; the wedge when driven into solid dry pine, receives
not the slightest injury. Our party made use of it likewisc for wedges and axe-
handles. The fruitis exceedingly acid, and resembles the flavour of the wild crab.
The pericarp of the berry contains a soft pulpy substance, divided nto four cells,
each containing a single seed ; the outer coat of the pericarp, is a thin, smooth,
though firm and tough pellicle.

'The plant called sacacommis by the Canadian traders, derives its name fram
this circumstance, that the clerks of the trading companies are generally very
fond of smokiug its leaves, which they carry about with them in a small bag. It
grows generally in an open piny woodland country, or on its borders. We
found this berry in thé'prairies bordering on the Rocky mountains, or in the more
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open woodfands. It is indiscriminately the growth of a very rich or a very poor
soil, and is found in the same abundancc in both. 'The natives on the western
side of the Rocky mountains are very fond ot this berry, although to us it was a
very tasteless and insipid fruit: the shrub s an evergreen, and retains its ver-
dur€ in the same perfection the whole season round. However inclement the
climate, the root puts forth a great number of stems which separate near the
snrface of the ground, each stem from the size of a small quill to that of a man’s
finger : these are much branched, the branches forming an acute angle with the
stem, and all more properly procumbent than creeping : although it sometimes
puts forth radicles from the stems and branches, which strike obliquely into the
ground : these radicles are by no means general or equable in their distances from
each other, nor do they appear calculated to furnish nutriment to the plant : the
bark is formed of several layers of a smooth, thin, brittle and reddish substance
easily separated from the stem: the leaves with respect to their position are
scattered, yet closcly arranged, and particularly near the extremities of the
twigs: the leaf 13 about three fourths of an inch in length; oval, pointed and
obtuse ; of a deep green, slightly grooved ; and the footstalk is of proportionable
length : the berry is attached in an irregular manner to the small boughs among
the leaves, and always supported by separate, small and short peduncles : the inser-
tion produces a slight concavity in the berry, while its opposite side 1s sligrhtly con-
vex. Theouter coat of the pericarp is a thin, firm, tough pellicle: the inner coat
consists ofa dry, mealy powder, of a yelowish white colour, enveloping from four to
six large, light, brown seeds : the colour of the fruit is afine scarlet : thenatives eat
these berries without any preparation : the fruit ripens in September, and re-
mams on the bushes all winter unaffected by the frost: they are sometimes
gathered and hung in the lodges in bags, where they are dried without further
trouble.

6. The deep purple berry, like the huckleberry, terminates bhmtly, and has
a oap or caver at the end : the berries are attached separately to the sides of the
boughs by a short stem, hanging underneath, and they often grow very near each
otker, on the same bough: the berry separates very easily from the stem; the
leaves adhere closely: the shrub rises to the height of six or eight feet, and
some'times grows on high lands, but more frequently on low marshy grounds :
the shrub is an evergreen, and about ten inches in circumference, divides into
many irregular branches, and seldom move than one stem springs from one root,
although they sssociate very thickly: the bark is somewhat réugh and of a
roddish brown eolour: the wood is very hard: the leaves are alternate sund
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attached by a short footstalk to the horizontal sides of the boughs : the form is a'
long oval, rather more acate towards the 'zpex than at the point of insertion:
its margin slightly serrate, its sides collapsing, thick, firm, smooth, and glossy:
the under surface is of a pale or whitish green, and the upper of  fine deep
green. 'This beautiful shrub retains its verdure thronghout the year, and is fnore
peculiarly beautiful in winter. 'The natives sometimes eat the berries without
preparation : sometimes they dry them in the sun, and at others in their sweat-
ing kilns: they very frequently pvund them, and bake them in large loaves,
weighing from ten to fiftcen pounds: the bread keeps very well for one scason,
and retains its juices better by this mode of preparation than any other: this
bread when broken is stirred in cold water, unt:l 1t acquires the consistency of
soup, and then eaten.

‘[he trees of a larger growth are very abundant; the whole neighbourhoed
of the coast is supplied with great quantities of excellent timber. 'The predomi-,
naling growth is the fir, of which we bave scen scveral species.  There 1% one
singular circumstance attending all the pine of this coantry, which is, that when
consumed it yields not the slightest particle of ashes, 'The first species grows to
an immense size, and is very commonly twenty-seven feet in circumference, six
feet above the earth’s surface : they rise to the height of two hundred and thirty
feet, and one hundred and twenty of that height without a limb. We have
often found them thirty-six feet in circumference. One of our party measured
one, and found it to be forty-iwo feet in circumference, at a pont beyond the
reach of an ordinary man. This trank for the distance of two hundred feet was
destitute of limbs: this tree was perfectly sound, and av a moderate calculation,
its size may be estimated at three hundred feet. The timber is ihronghout, and
rives better than any other species; the bark scales off in flakes irregvlarly
round, and of a reddish brown colour, particularly the younger growth: the
trunk is simple, branching, and not very proliferous. The leaf is acerose, one
tenth of an inch in width, and three fourths in length, firm, stiff, and accuminate.
It is triangular, a little declining, thickly scattered on all sides of the bough, and
springs from small triangular pedestals of soft, spongy, elastic bark at the junction
of the boughs. The bud seales continue to encircle their respective twigs for
several years. Captain Lewis has counted as many as the growth of four years
beyond the seales; it yields but little rosin, and we have never been able o
discover the cone, although we have killed several.

The second js a much more common species, and constitutes at least ore
half of the timber in this neighbourhood. - Et seems to resemble a spruce, rising
from one hundved and sixty to one hundred and eighty feet, and is from four to
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six in diameter, stralght, round, and regularly tapering. The bark is thin, of a
dark colour, much divided in small longitudinal interstices: the bark of the
boughs and young trees is somewhat smooth, but not equal to the balsam fir:
the wood is white, very soft, but difficult to rive: the trunk is a simple, branch-
ing,*and diffuse stem, not so proliferous as the pines and firs usnally are. It puts
forth buds from the sides of the small boughs, as well as from their extremities :
the stem terminates like the cedar, in a slender pointed top: the leaves are
petiolate, the footstalks short, acerose, rather more than half a line i width, and
very unequal in length ; the greatest length seldom exceeds one inch, while
other leaves intermixed on every bough, do not exceed a quarter of an inch.
The leaf has a small longitudinal channel on the upper disk, which is of a deep
and glossy green, while the under disk is of a whitish green only : it yields but
little rosin. 'What is remarkable, the cone is not longer than the end of a
man’s thumb ; it is soft, flexible, of an ovate form, and produced at the ends of the
small twigs. )

The third species resembles in all points, the Canadian balsam fir. It grows
from two and a half to four feet in diameter, and rises to the height of eighty or
an hundred fect. 'The stem is simple, branching, and proliferous : its leaves are
sessile, acerous, one eighth of an inch in length, and onc sixteenth in width,
thickly scattered on the twigs, and adhere to the three under sides only ; gibbous,
a little declining, obtusely pointed, soft, and flexible. The upper disk is longi-
tudinally marked with 4 slight channel, of a deep, glossy green; the under of a
pale green and not glossy. This tree affords in considerable quantities, a fine
deep aromatic balsam, resembling the balsam of Canada in taste and appearance.
The small pistils filled, rise like a blister on the irunk and the branches. The
bark that euvelops these pistils, is soft and easily punctured: the general
appearance of the bark is dark and smooth : but not so remarkable for that
quality as the white pine of our country. The wood 18 white and soft.

The fourth species in size resembles the second. The stem is simple, branch-
ing, ascend ng, and proliferous ; the bark is of a reddish dark brown,and thicker
than that of the third species, divided by small longitudinal interstices, not so
much magnified as in the second specics. The relative position of the leaves
resemble those of the balsam fir, excepting that they are only two-thirds the
width, and little more than half the length, and that the upper disk is not so green
and glossy. ‘The wood yields no balsam, and but little rosin. The wood is white
and tough although rather porous,

The fifth species in size resembles the second, and' has & trunk simpe,
branching, and proliferpus. The bark is of a thin dark brown, divided longita-
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dinally by interstices, and scaling off in thin rolling flukes: Tt yiclds but litte
balsam : two-thirds of the diameter of the trink iu the centre, presents a veddish
white ; the remainder 1s white, porous, and tough : the twigs are muach long er
and wore slender than in either of the other species 5 the leaves are acerose, one-
twenticth of an wnch in width, and one inch in length; sextile, iuseried o all
sides of the hough, straight, and cbliquely ponting towards the extremis
tiecs. The upper disk has a swall lonmitudiral channel, and 15 of o deep
grecn, and not so glossy as the balsam fir. The mndar disk is of a pale
green.

We have seen a species of this fir on low marshy grouuds, resewbiing in all
poiats the foregoing, except that it branches wore hfiisncly.  Fhis tree is
generally thirty feet in height, and two in diameter. "L'he diffusion of 1ts branches
may result from its open situation, as it seldom grows in the nesghbourhood of
another tree. The cone is two and a half inches m length, and threc and three
quarters in its greatest circumference. It tapers regularly to o point, aud s form~
ed of the imbricated scales, of a blantly rounded form. A thin leafis wseried in
the pith of the cone,which overlays the centre of, and extends half an inch beyond
the point of each scale.

"The sixth species does not differ from what is usually denominated the white
pinein Virginia,  The unusuel length of the cone seems to coustitute the only
difference, It is sometimes sixteen or eighteen inches in length, and is about
four in circamference. It grows on the north side of the Columbia, near the
ocean.

"The seventh, and last species, grows in low grounds; and in places frequently
overflown by the tide, seldom rising higher than thirty-five feet, aud nat mere
than from two and a half to four in diameter : the stem is simple, branching, and
preliferous: the bark resembles that of the first species, but wore rngged: the
leaves are acerose, two-tenths of an inch in width, three-fourths in length, firm,
stiff, and a little aeuminated: they end in shert pointed tendrils, gibbous, and
thickly scattered on all sides of the branch, though they adhere to thegthree nnder
sides only : these inserted on the under side incline sidewise, with upward potats,
presenting the leaf in the shape of a sithe: the others are pointing upwards, sex-
tile nod dike these of the first species, grow from the small triangular pedestals,
of & bark, spungy, soft, and elastic. 'L'he under disk is of a deep glossy greep,
the other of a pale whitish green: the boughs retain the leavesof a six years
growth: the bud scales resemble those of the first species : the cage is of an ovate
fighee, thres and.a half inches inlength, and three in circumference, thickest in
the middle, .and tapering and terminating in tWe obtuse ppints : it is composgd
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of small, Hexible scales, imbricated, and of a reddish brown colour. Kach of
these scales covers two small see'ds, and is itself covered in the centre by a
small, thin, inferior scale, acutely pointed : these scales proceed from the sides of
the bough, as well as from its cxtremities. It was nowhere szen above the Wap-
patdo. The stem of the black alder arrives to a great size. It is simple,
b.ranching, and diffuse: the bark is smooth, of a light colour, with white spread-
ing spots, resembling thosc of the beech: the leaf, fructiﬁf:ation, &c. resemble
preciscly those of the common alder of our country : the shrubs grow separately
from different roots, and not in clusters, like those of the United States, The
black alder does not cast its leaf until the first of December. It is sometimes
found growing to the height of sixty or seventy feet, and is from two to four in
diameter,

3. 'There is a tree common to theolumbia river, below the entrance of Ca-
taract river, when divested of its foliage, much resembling the ash.  The trunk
is simple, branching, and diffuse : the leaf is petiolate, plain, divided by four deep
lines, and resembling those of the palm, and considerably lobate: the lobes ter-
minate in from three to five angular points, and their margins are indented with
irregular and somewhat circular incisures : the petiolate is cvlindrical, smooth,
and seven inches long ; the leaf itsclf eight inches in length, and twelve in
breadth: this tree is frequently three feet in diameter, and rises from forty to
fifty feet: the fruit is a winged seed, somewhat resembling that of the
maple.

In the same part of the country there is also another growth, resembling the
white maple, though much smaller, and is seldom to be scen of more than six or
seven inches in diameter. These trees grow in clasters, from fifteen to twenty
feet in height, from the same bed of roots, spreading and leaning outwards : tﬁe
twigs are long and slender, the stem simple and branching, the bark, in colonr,
resembling the white maple, the leaf is petiolate, plain, scattered, nearly circular,
with acate, angular mcisures round the margin, of an inch in length, and from
six to eight In number: the acute angular points so formed, are crenate,
three inches in length and four in width: the petiole is cylindric, smooth, and
an inch and a quarter in length, and the fruit is not known.

The undergrowth consists of honeysuckles, alder, seven bark or nine bark,
huckleberry, a shrub like the quillwood, a plant like thé mountain-holly, a
green briar, the fern.

1. The honeysuckle common to the United States we found in this neigh-
boyrhood. We first discovered the honeysuckle on the witers of the Kooskoos-
kee, near the Chopunnish nation, and again bélow the grand rapids.
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2. The alder, which is also common to our country, was found in great,
ubundance in the woodlands, on this side of 1he Rocky mcuntains. Tt differs
in the colour of its berry : this being of a pale sky blue, while that of the
United States is of a deep purple

3. The seven bark, or, as it is usuully denominated, the nine bark of the
United States, is also common to this couutry.

4. The huckleberry. Thcre is a species of huckleberry, common to the
highlands, from the commencement of the Columbian valley to the sca-coast,
rising to the height of six or eight fect, branching and diffuse : the trunk is cy-
lindrical, of a dark brown colour; the collateral branches are green, smooth,
and square, and put forth a number of alternate branches of the same colour,
and from the two horizontal sides only. The fruit is a small deep purple berry,
held in much esteem by the natives: the leaf is of u pale green, and small,
three-fourths of an inch in leugth, and three-cighths n width, oval, terminating
more acutely at the apex than at the insertion of the footstalk. the base ise
nearly entire, and but slightly serrate: the footstalks are short; their relative
position is alternate, two-ranked, and procceding from the horizontal sides of the
boughs only.

5. 'There are two species of shrubs, first seen at the grand rapids of the
Columbia, and which have sinece been scen clsewhere: they grow in rich dry
grounds, usually in the neighbourhood of some water-course: the roots are creep-
ing and eylindrical: the stem of the first species is from a foot to eighteen
inches in height, and about as large as ui ordinary goose quill: it is simple, un-
branched, and erect: its leaves are caulinc, compound, and spreading: the
leaflets arc jointed, and oppositely pinnate, three pair, and terminating in one
séatile, widest at the base, and tapering to an acuminate point: it is an inch
and a quarter in its greatest width, and three inches and a quarter in length:
each point of the maigin is armed with a subulate thorn, and from thirteen to
seventeen in number : are veined, glossy, carinated and wrinkled : their points
obliquely tending towards the extremity of the common footstalk : the stem of
the second species is procumbent, about the size of that of the first species,
jointed and unbranched:; its leaves are cauline, compound, and oppositely pin-
nate; the rib is from fourteen to sixteen inches in length, cylindric and smooth:
the leaflets are two inches and a half long, and one inch wide, and of the
greatest width half an inch from the base: thrs they regularly surround, and
from the same point tapering to an acutc apex: this is usually ter mmated with
a small Suhulate thorn : they are jointed and oppositely pmuate, consisting of six
pawr, and termmatmg in one: sessile, serrate, and ending ina small subnlate
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spire, from' twenty-five to twenty-seven in number : they are smooth, plain, and
of a deep green, and all obliquely tending towards the extremity of the foot-
stalk : they retain their geecen all winter. The large leafed thorn, has a leaf
about two inches and a half long, which is petiolate, and conjugate : the leaflets
are 9etiolate, acutely pointed, having their margins cut with unequal and irre-
gular incisures : the shrab, which we had once mistaken for the large leafed
thorn, resembled the stem of that shrub, excepting the thorn: it bears a large
three headed lcaf: the briar is of the class polyandria, and order poligymmia :
the flowers are single: the peduncle long and cylindrical: the calyx is a peri-
anth, of ouc leaf, five cleft, and acutely pointed : the perianth 1s proper, erect,
inferior in both petals, and germen : the corolla consists of five acute, pale scar-
let petals, inserted in the receptacle with a short and narrow cleft : the corolla
is smooth, moderately long, situated at the base of the germen, permanent; and
in shape resembling a cup: the stamens “and filaments are subulate, inserted into
the receptacle, unequal and bent inwards, concealing the pystilium : the anther
15 two lobed and influted, sitnated on the top of the filament of the pystilium :
the germ is conical, imbricated, superior, sessile and short: the styles are short,
compared with the stamen, capillary, smooth and obtuse: they are distributed
over the surface of the germ, and deciduous without any perceptible stamen.

7. The green briar grows most abundantly in rich dry lands, in the vicinity
of a water-course, and is found in small quantities in piny lands at a distance
from the watcer.  In the former situation the stem is frequently of the size of
a man’s finger, and rises perpendicularly four or five feet : it then descends in
an arch, becomes procambent, or vests on some wneighbouring plants: it s
simple, unbranched, and cylindric: in the latter situation it grows much smaller,
and usually procumbent: the stem is armed with sharp and forked briars :
the leaf is petiolate, ternate, and resembles in shape and appearance that of the
purple raspberry, so common to the Atlantic states: the fruit is a berry resem-
bling the blachberry in all points, and is eaten when ripe by the natives,
which they hold in much esteem, although it is not dried for winter consump-
tion.  This -hrub was first discovered at the entrance of Quicksand river: it
grows so abundautly in the fertile valley of Columbia, and the islands, that the
country is almost impenetrable: it retains its verdure late in summer.

% DBesides the fern already described, as furnishing a nutritibus root, there
are two otherwplants of the same species, which may be divided into the Jauge
and the small § the large fern rises three or four feet : the stem is a common
footstalk, proceedmg nnmediately from the radix, somewhat fiat, aboat the size
of 2 mau's arm, and covered with innumerable black coarse capillary radicles
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issuing from every part of its surface: one of these roots. will send forth from
twenty to forty of these common footstalks, bending outwards from the common
centre: the ribs are cylindric, and marked longitudinally their whole length,
with a groove on the upper side: on either side of this groove, and a little be.
low its edge, the leaflets are inserted: thesc are shortly petiolate for about t¥o-
thirds the length of the middle rib, commencing from the bottom, and from
thence to the extremity sessile : the rib is terminated by a single undivided lan-
ccolate leaflet : these are from two to four inches in length, and have a small
acute angolar projection, and obliquely cut at the hase: the upper surface is
smooth, and of a deep green: the under sarface of a pale green, and covered
with a brown protaberance of a woolly appearance, particularly near the central
fibre : the leaflets are alternately pinnate, and in number, from one hundred and
ten to one hundred and forty : they are shortest at the two extremitigs of the
common footstalk, largest in the centre, gradually leng*thening,‘and dimimshing
as they succeed each other. The small fern rises ikewise with a commun foot-
stalk from the radix, from four to eight in number: from four to eight inches
long : tie central rib is marked with a slight longitudinal groove throughout its
whole length: the leaflets are oppositely pinnate, about one-third of the length
of the eominon footstalk, from the bottom, and thence alternately pinnate : the
footstalk terminates in a simple undivided lanceolate leaflet: these are oblong,
obtuse, convex, absolutcly entire, and the upper disk is marked with a slight
longitadinal groove: near the uppei extremity these leaflets are decursively
pinnate, as are all those of the large fern. Both of these species remain green
during the winter.

The quadrupeds of this country from the Rocky mountains to the Pacific
ocean, may be convenmently divided into the domestic and the wild animals.
The first embraces the horse und dog ouly.

The horse is confined principally to the nations inhabiting the great plains
of the Columbia, extending from latitude forty to fifty north, and occupying the
tract of territory lying betwcen the Rocky mountains, and a range of moun-
tains which pass the Colambia river about the Great Falls from longitude six-
teen to one hundred and twenty-one west. 'The Shoshonees, the Chopunnish,
Sokulks, Escheloots, Eneshures, and Chilluckittequaws, all enjoy the benefit of
that doeile, noble, and generous animal; and ali of them, except the last three,
possess jmmense numbers.

They appear to be of an excellent race, iofty, elegantly formed, active and
durable : many of them appear like fine English coursers; some of them are
pied, with-large spots of white irregularly scattered, and igtermixed with a dark
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brown bay . the greater part, hovgcvor, are of an uniform colour, marked with
stars and white feet, and resemble in feetness and bottom, as well as in form
and colour, the best blooded horses of Virginia. The natives suffer them to
run at large in the plains, the grass of which affords them their only winter sub-
sistence ; their masters taking no trouble to lay in a winter’s store for them :
nevertheless they will, unless much exercised, fatten on the dry grass af-
forded by the plains during the winter. The plains are rarely, if cver, moistened
by rain, and the grass is consequently short and thin. The natives, excepting
those of the Rocky mountains, appcar to take no paius in selecting their male
horses for breed ; and indeed, those of that class appear much the most indiffer-
ent. Whether the horse was originally a native of this country or not, the soil
aud climate appear to be perfectly well adapted to the nature of this animal. Horses
are said to be found wild in many parts ¢f this extensive comtry. The several tribes
of Shoshonees who reside towards Mexico, on the waters of the Mutlomah river,
and particularly one of them, called Shaboboah, have also a great number
of mules, which the Indiaus prize more highly than horses. An ecicgant horse
may be purchased of the natives for a few beads or other paltry trinkets, which
in the United States would not cost more than one or two dollars.  "T'he abun-
dance and cheapness of horses, will be extremely advantageous to those who
may hereafter attempt the fur trade to the East lndies, by the way of the Colum-
bia river, and the Pacific ocean.

2. The dog is unusually small, about the size of an ordinary cur: he is usually
parti-coloured, amongst which, the black, white, brown, and brindle, are the
colours most predominant : the head is long, the nose pointed, the cyes small,
the ears erect and pointed, like those of the wolf: the bair is short and smooth,
excepting on the tail, where it is long and straight, like that of the ordinary Sur
dog. The natives never eat the flesh of this animal, and he appears to be in no
other way serviceable to them than in hunting the clk.

The second division comprehends the brown, white, or grisly bear, the black
bear ; the deer, common red deer, the black-tailed tallow deer, the mule deﬁa:ry,
the elk, the wolves, the large brown wolf, the small wolf of the plains, the
tiger-cat, the foxes, the common red fox, the silver fox, the fisher or black
fox, the large red fox of the plains, the kit-fox, or small fox of the plains, the
‘antelope, the sheep, beaver, common otter, sea-otter, mink, Real, racoon, squir-
rels, large gray squirrel, siall gray squirrel, small brown squirrel, grouxigl iécj\girr
rel, braro, rag, mouse, mole, pauther, hare, rabbit, polecat or sk\;nk.

First, the brown, white or grisly bear, which seem to Be of the same fnﬁi?(y

with an accidental variation of colour only, inhabit the timbered parts’bf At}n
5
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Rocky mountains.  They are rarely found en the western side, and are more
commonly below the Rocky mountains, in the plains, or on their borders, amidst
copses of brush and underwood, and near the water courses. We are unable
to learn that they inhabit at afl in the woody country bordering on the cqast,
as far in the interior as the range of mountains which pass the Columbia, betwe en
the gieat falls and the rapids of that river.

2. The black bear differs in no respect from those common to the United
States. 'They chiefly inhabit timbered paits of the Rocky mountains, and like-
wise the borders of the great plains of the Columbia. 'They are sometimes
found in the tract which lies between those plains and the Pacific ocean. One
of our hunters saw one of this species, which was the only one we have disco-

vered since our residence in Fort Clatsop.
3. The deer are of three kind: : the common 1ed deer, the black-taited fallow

deer, and the mule deer.
I. The common red deer inhabit the rocky mountains, in the neighboarhood

of the Chopunuish, and about the Columbia, and down the river as low as

where the tide water commences. They do not appear to differ essen-

tinlly from those of the United States, being the same in shape, size, and ap-
The tail is however different, which is of an vausual length, far

pearance.
Captain Lewis measured one, and found it

excecding that of the common deer.

to be seventcen inches long.
2. The black-tailed fallow deer are peculiar to this coast, and are a distinct

species, partaking equally of the qualities of the muic and the common deer.
Their cars are longer, and their winter coat darker than those of the common
deer. The veceptacle of the eye more conspicunous, their legs shorter, their
bodies thicker and larger. The tail is of the same length with that of the
common deer, the hair on the under side white, and on its sides and top of a
deep jetty black : the hams resemble in form and colonr those of the mule,
which it likewise resembles in its gait. The black-tailed deer never runs at
full speed, but bounds with every foot from the ground, at the same time, like
the mule deer. He sometimes inhabits the woodlands, but more often the
prairies and cpen grounds. It may be generally said, that he is of a size larger
than the common deer, and less than the mule deer. The flesh is seldom fat,
and in flavour is far inferior to any other of the species. ,

3. The mule deer inhabit both the sea-coast and thé plains of the Missouri,
and likewise the borders of the Kooskooskee river, in the neighbourhood of the
Rocky mountains. It is not known whether they exist in the interior of the
great piainé of ‘the Columbia, or on the lower borders, near¢he mountains which
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pass the river above the great Falki. The properties of this animal have alveady
been noticed.

4. The elk is of the same species with that which inhabits much the greatest
pagt of North America. They are common to every part of this country, as
awell the timbered land as the plains, but are much more abundant in the for-
mer than in the latter. Tn the month of March we discovered severul which
had not cast their horns, and others where the new horns had grown to the
length of six inches. The latter were in much the best order, and from hence
we draw the inference that the leanest clk retain their horns the longest.

5. The wolf is either the large brown wolf, or the wolf of the plains, of
which ldst there arc two kinds, the large and the small. The large brown wolf
inhabits the woody countries on the horders of the Pacific, and the mountains
which pass the Columbia river, betweenthe great Falls and rapids, and resem-
bles in all points those of the United States.

The large and small wolves of the plains principally inhabit the open coun-
try and the woodlands on their borders. 'They resemble, both in appear-
ance and habit, those of the Missouri plains. They are by no means abun-
dant in the plains of the Columbia, as they meet there but very little game for
their subsistence.

6. The tiger-cat inhabits the borders of the plains, and the woody country in
the neighbourhood of the Pacific. This animal is of a mze larger than the wild
cat of our country, and wuch the same in form, agility, and ferocity. The
colour of the back, neck, and sides, is of a reddish brown, irregularly variegated
with small spots of dark brown: the tail is about two inches long, and nearly .
white, except the extremity, which is black. It terminates abruptly, as ‘if it
had been amputated : the belly is white, and beautifully variegated with swall
black spots : the legs are of the same colour with the sides, and the back 1is
marked transversely with black stripes : the ears are black on the outer side,
covered with fine, short hair, except at the upper point, which is furnished
with a penci! of hair, fine, straight, and black, three-fourths of an ingh in
length. The hair of this animal is long and fine, far exceeding that of the wild
cat of the United States, but inferior in that quality so that of the bear ef ,the
north-west. The skin of this animal is in great demand amongst the natives,

for of this they form their robes, and it requires four to meks np the comple-
ment.

7. Of the foxes we have seen several species.
The large red fox of the plains, and the kit-fox ev:smalt ved fox of she plains
are the same as ar: found on the bunks of the Missouri. They ware found
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almdst exclusively in the apen plains, or on the tops of brush within the level
country : the common red fox of the United States inhabits the country bor-
dering the coast, nor does this animal appear to have undergone any altera-
tion.

The black fox, or, as it is termed in the neighbourhood of Detroit,’ the
fisher, is found in the woody country bordering on the coast. How it should
have acquired this appellation it is difficult to imagine, as it certainly does not
prey upon fish. These animals are extremcly strong and active, and admirably
expert in climbing : this they perform with the greatest ease, and bound from
tree to tree in pursuit of the squirrel or racoon, their most vsual food. Their co-
lour is of a jetty hlack, excepting a small white spot upon the breast: the body
is long, the legs short, und resembling those of the ordinary turnspit dog. The
tail 1 remarkably long, and not differing in other particulars from that of the
ordinary fox.

The silver fox i3 an animal very rare, even in the country he inhabirs. We
have seen nothing but the skins of this annnal, and those in the possession of
the natives of the woody country below the Columbia falls, which makes us
conjecture it to be an inhabitant of that country exclusively. From the skin
it appeared to be of the size of the large red fox of the plains, resembling that
animal in form, and particularly in the dimensions of the tail. The legs Cap-
tain Lewis conjectured to be somewhat larger. It has a long deep lead-co-
loured fur, for foil, intermixed with long hairs, either of a white or black
colour at the lower part, and invariably white at the top, forming a most beau-
tifal silver gray. Captain Lewis thought this the most beautiful of the whole
species, excepting one which he discovered on the Missvuri, near the nataral
walls,

8. The antelope inhabits the great plains of the Columbia, and resembles
those found on the banks of the Missouri, and indeed in every part of the un-
timbered country, but they are by no means so abundant on this as on the other
side of the Rocky moantains. The natives in this place make themselves robes
of their skins, and preserve the hair entire. In the summer and autumn, when
the salmon. begin to decline, the majority of the natives leave the sides of the
river, and reside in the open plains, to hunt the antelope, which they pursue on
horseback, and shoot with their arrows.

9. The sheep 1s found in many places, but mostly in the timbtred parts of
the Rocky mountains. They live in greater numbers on the chain of mountains -
forming' the commencement of the woody country on the coast, and passing the

3o



466

€olumbia between the falls and rapids. We have omly seen the skins of these
animals, which the natives dress with the wool, and the blankets which they
manufacture from the wool. 'The animal, from this evidence, appears to be of
the size of our commou sheep, of a white colour : the wool is fine on many parts
of the body, but in length not equal to that of our domestic sheep. On the back,

and particularly on the top of the head, this is intermixed with a considerable
proportion of long straight hairs. From the Indian accouut, these animals have
erect pointed horns : one of our engagees informed us that he bad seen them in
the black hills, and that the horns were lunated like those of our domestic sheep.
We have nevertheless too many proofs to admit a doubt of their existing, and
in considerable numbers on the mountains near the coast.

10. 'The beaver of this country is large and fat : the flesh is very palatable,
and at our table was a real lnxury.  On the 7th of January, 1806, our hunter
found a beaver in his traps, of which he made a bait for taking others : this bait
will entice the beaver to the trap, as far as he can smell it, and this may be
fairly stated to be at the distance of a mile, as their sense of smelling is very
acute. 'To prepare beaver bait, the castor or bark stone is tirst gently pressed
from the bladder-like bag which contains it, into a phial of four ounces, with a
large mouth : five or six of these stoues are thus taken, to which must be added
a-nutmeg, a dozen or fifteen cloves, and thirty grains of cionamgn, finely pul-
verized and stirred together, and as much ardent spirits added to the composi-
tion as will reduce the whole to the consistency of wmustard. All this must be
carefully corhed, as 1t soon loses its efficacy if exposed to open air. 'The scent
becomes much stronger in four or five days after preparation, and, provided
proper precaution is exercised, will preserve its efficacy for menths, Any strong
aromatic spices will answer ; their sole virtue being to give variety and pun-
gency to the scent of the bark stone. The male beaver has six stones, two of
which contain a substance much like finely pulverized bark, of a pale yellow
colour, and in smell resembling tanners’ oose ; these are called bark stones or
castors. Two others, which like the bark stone resemble small bladders, contain
pure strong oll, of a strong rank smell, and are ealled the oil stone, and the
other two are the testicles. The hark stenes are two inches in lgngth : the
others are somewhat smaller, of an oval form, and lie in a bunch tegether, ber
tween the skin and the root of the tail, with which they are closely connected,
and seem to' communicate. The female brings forth once in a year only, .and
has sometimes two and sometimes. four at a birth, which usually happens in the
Fatter end of Muy und the beginning of June ¢ at this time-she is -said. to, ive
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the 'male from the lodge, who would otherwise destroy the 'young. “They pro-
pagate like the fowl, by the gut, and the male has no other sexual disuinction
that we could discover.

11. 'The comwmon otter has already been described, and this species does
not differ from those inhabiting the other parts of America.

12. 'The sea-otter resides only on the sea-coast, or in the uneighboeurhood of
the salt water. When fully grown, he arrives to the size of a large mastift dog.
The ears and eyes, particularly the former, which are not an inch in length, are
thick, pointed, fleshy, and covered with short hair : the tail is ten inches loug,
thick at the point of insertion and partially covered with a deep fur on the upper
side : the legs are very short, and the feet, which have five toes each, are broad,
large, and webbed @ the legs ave covered with fur, and the feet with short hair :
the body of this animal is long, and of the same thickness throughout.: from the
extremity of the tail to the nose they mcasure five feet. The colour is a uniform
dark brown, and, when in good order and season, perfectly black. This animal
is unrivalled for the beauty, richness, and softness of his fur : the 1ner part of
the fur, when opened, is lighter than the surface in its natural position : there
are some black ‘and shinning hairs intermixed with the fur, which are rather
longer, and add much to its beauty: the fur about the ears, nose and eyes, in
some of this species, presents a lighter colour, somctimes a brown : their young
are often seen of a cream-coloured white about the nose, eyes and forehead, and
which are always much lighter thau their other parts: their fur is however much
mferior to that of the full grown otter.

13. 'The mink inhabits the woody country bordering on ihe coast, and does
ngt differ in any point from those of the United States.

14. The seal are found on this coast in great numbers, and as far vp the
Columbia river as the Great Falls, and none have been discovered beyond them.
The skins of such as captain Lewis examined, were covered with a shogt, coarse,
stiff, and glossy hair, of a reddish brown colour. This animal, when in the
water, appeared of a black coleur, and sometimes spotted with white. We
believe that there are several species of this animal to be found in this country,
hut we could not procure a sufficient number to make the examination: the
skins were precisely of the same kind as our countrymen employ in the manu-
facture of trunks.

15, ‘The racoon inhabits-woody countries bordering on the cbast, in oon-
siderable yambers, and is canght by the patives with snares or pitfalls : they
hold their skins in but little or no esimation, and very seldom mmke them inte

robes,
302
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16. The squirrels we have seen, are,

The large gray squirrel. This animal appears to be an inhabitant of a
narraw tract of country, well covered with whiteoak timber, and situated on the
upper side of the mountains just below Columbia Falls. This animal we have
only found in those tracts which have been covered with timber ; for in countries
where pinte is most abundant, he does not appear : he is much superior n size to
the common gray squirrel, and resembles in form, colour and size, the fox
squirrel of the Atlantic states: the tail cxceeds the whole length of the body
and the head : the eyes are dark, the whiskers long and black . the back sides-
of the head and tail, aud outward part of the legs, are all of a blue caloured
gray : the breast, belly, and inner part of the body, are all of a pure white : the
hair is short, like that of the fox squirvel, though much finer, and intermixed
with a portion of fur. 'The natives hold she skin of this animal in high estima-
tion, which they use in forming their robes. He subsists on the acorn and
filberts, which last grows in great abundance in the vak country.

The small gray squirrel is common to every part of the Rocky mountains
where timber abounds. He differs from the dark brown squirrel m colour only.
The back, sides, neck, head, tail and outer side of the legs, are of a brownish
lead-coloured gray : the tail is shghtly touched with a dark reddish colour, near
the extremity of some of the hairs : the throat, ‘breast, belly, and inner parts of
the legs, are of the colour of a tanner’s coze, and have a narrow strip of black,
commencing behind each shoulder, and entering longitudinally about three
inches, between the colours of the sides and belly. 'Their habits arc precisely
those of the dark brown squirrel, and like them they are extremely mimble and
active.

'There is also a species of squirrel, evidently distinct, which we have deno-
mipated the burrowing squirrcl,  He inhabits these plains, and somewhat re-
seichles those found on the Missouri: he ieasures one foot and five inches in
length, of which the tail comprises two and a half inches only : the neck and
legs are short; the cars are likewise short, obtusely poinied, and lie close to the
head, and the aperture larger than will generally be found among burrowing
animals. The eyes are of a moderate size, the pupil black, and the iris of a
dark sooty brown: the whiskers are full, long, and black : the teeth, and, indeed,
the whole contour, resemblc those of the squirrel: each foot has five toes; the.
two inper onks of the fore-feet are remarkably short, and are equipped with
blunt nails ; the remaining toes on the front feet are long, black, slightly curved,
and sharply puinted : the hair of the tail is thickly inserted on the. sides:qnly,
which gives it a flat appparance, and a long oval form : the tips of the hair forma,
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ing the outer edges of the tail are white, the ather extremity of a fox red: the
under part of the tail resembles an iron gray; the upper is of a reddish hrown :
the lower part of the jaws, the under part of the neck, legs, and feet, from the
body and belly downwards, are of a light brick red : the nose and cyes are of a
darker shade, of the same colour : the upper part of the head, neck, and body,
are of a curious brown gray, with a slight tingc of brick red : the longer hairs
of these parts are of a reddish white colour, at their extremities, and falling
together, give this animal a speckled appearance. These animals form in large
companies, like those on the Missouri, occupying with their burrows sometimes
two hundred acres of land : the burrows are separate, and each possesses, per-
haps, ten or twelve of these inhabitants.  There is a little mound in front of the
hole, formed of the earth thrown out of the burrow, and frequently there are
three or four distinct holes, forming one barrow, with tiese entranees around
the base of these little mounds. These monnds, sumetimes about two feet in height
and four in diameter, are occupied as watch-towers by the inhabitants of these
little communities. The squirrels, one or more, are irregularly distributed on
the tract they thus occupy, at the distance of ten, twenty, or sometimes from thirty
to forty yards. When any one approaches, they make a shrill whistling sound,
somewhat resembling tweet, twect, tweet, the signal for their party to take the
alarm, and to retire into their intrenchments. They feed on the roots of
grass, &c.

The small brown squirrel is a beautitul little animal, about the size and form
of the red squirrel of the castern Atlantic states and western lakes.  The tail is
av long as the body and neck, and formed like that of the red squirrel : the eyes
ara black, the whiskers long and black but not abundaunt : the back, sides, head,
neck, and outer part of the legs are of a reddish brown : the throat, breast, belly,
and inner part of the legs are of a palered : the tail is a mixture of black and
fox-coloured red, in which the black predominates in the middle, and the other on
the edges‘and extremity . the hair of the body is about half an inch long, and so
fine and soft it has the appearance of fur : the hair of the tail is coarser and dou-
ble in length. This animal subsists chiefly on the seeds of various species of pine,
and is always found in the pine country.

The ground squirrel is found in every part of this country, as well in the
prairies as in the woodlands, and is one of the few animals which we have seen i
every part of our journey, and differs in ne respect from those of the United
States.

" Phere is still another species, denominated by captain Lewis, the barking
sqiifrtel, ' found in the plains of the Missouri. This animal commonly weighs-
4
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threepounds : the colour isa uniform bright brick red and grey,and the former pre-
.dominates : the uuder side of the neck and belly are lighter than the other parts
of the body: the legs are short, and the breast and shoulders wide : the headis
stout and muscalar, and terminates more bluntly, wider, and flatter than that of
tht common squirrel : the ears are short, and have the appearance of amputa-
tion: the jaw is furnished with a pouch to contain his food, but not so large as
that of the common squirrel : the nose is armed with whiskers on each side, and
a few long hairs are inserted on each jaw, and directly over the eyes: the eye is
small and black : each foot has five toes, and the two outer ones are mch shorter
than those iu the centre.  The two inner toes of the fore-feet are long, sharp, and
well adapted to digging and scratching. From the extremity of the nose to the
end of the tail this animal measures one foot and five inches, of which the tail
occupies four inches. Naotwithstanding ¢he chimsiness of his form, he is remark-
ably active, and he burrows in the ground with greatrapidity. These animals
burrow and reside in their little subterraneous villages like the burrowing squirrel.
To these apartments, although six or eight usually associate together, there is but
oneentrance. 'They are of great depth, and captain Lewis once pursued one to
the depth of ten feet, and did not reach the end of the borrow. They occupy, in
this manner, several hundred acres of greund, and when at rest their position is
generally erect on their hinder feet and romp: they sit with much confidence,
and bark at the intruder as he approaches, with a fretful and harmless intrepidity.
The note resembles that of the little toy-dog : the yelps are in quick and angry
succession, attended by rapid and convulsive motions, asif they were determined
to sally forth in defence of their freehold. They feed on the grass of their village,
the limits of which they never venture to exceed. As soon as the frost com-
mences, they shut themselves up in their caverns, and continue until the spring
opens. ‘The flesh of this animal is not unpleasant to the taste.

17. Sewecllel is a name given by the natives to a small animal foand in
the timbered country on this coast. It is more abundant in the néighbourhood
of the great Falls and rapids of the Columbia, than on the coast which we
inhabit.

The natives make great use of the skins of this animal in forming their robes,
which they dress with the fur on, and attach them together wjth sinews of the
elk or deer the shin, when dressed. is from fourteen to eighteen inches tong
and from séven to nine in width; the tail is always separated from the skin by
the natives w hen making their mbcs. 'This animal mounts a reerand burrows in
the groand precisely like a squirrel : the ears are short, thin, and pointed, and
covered with u fine short hair, of a uniform reddish brown: the bottom, or the
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base of the long hairs, which exceed the fur but little in length, as whll as the
fur itself, are of a dark colour next to the skin for two-thirds of the length of
this animal: the fur and hair are very fine, short, thickly set, and silky : the ends
of the fur, and tip of the hair, are of a reddish brown, and that colour predomi-
nates in the usual appearance of the animal. Captain Lewis offered considerable
rewards to the Indians, but was never able to procure one of these animals
alive,

18. I'he braro, so called from the French engagees, appears to be an
animal of@he civet species, und much resembles the common badger, These
animals inhabit the open plains of the Columbia, sometimes those of the Mis-
souri, and are somctimes found in the woods; they burrow in hard grounds with
surprising ease and dexterity, and will cover themselves in a very few moments:
they have five long fixed nails un each foot; those on the fore-feet are much the
longest, and oue of those on each hind foot is doubie, like that of the beaver:
they weigh from fourteen to eighteen pounds: the body is long in proportion
to its thickness: the fore legs are remarkably large, muscular, and are formed like
those of the turnspit dog, and, as well as the hind legs, are short: these animals
are broad across the shoulders and breast: the neck is short, the mowth wide,
and furnished with sharp siraight teeth, both above and below, with four sharp,
straight, pointed tusks, two in the apper, and two in the lower jaw: the eyes are
black and small; whiskers are placed in four points on each side near the nose,
and on the jaws near the vpening of the mouth: the ears are short, wide, aund
oppressed, as if a part bad been amputated: the tail is four inches in length,
the hair of which is longest at the point of the junction with the body, and growing
shorter until it ends in an acute point: the hairs of the body are muich shorter,
on the sides and rump than those on any other part, which gives the body an
apparent flatuess, particularly when the animal rests nupon his belly : the hair 1s
upwards of three inches in length, especially on the rump, where it extends so far
towards the point ef the tail, it concealsthe shapeof that part, aud givesto the whole
of the hinder parts of the body the appearance of a right-angled triangle, of
which the point of the tail forms an acute angle: the small quantity of coarse
fur sntermixed with the hair is of a reddish pale yellow.

19. The rats which inhabits the Rocky mountains, like those on the borders
of the Missouri, in the neighbourhood of the mountains, have the distinguishmg
traits of possessing a tail covered with hair like the other parts of the body.
These animals are probably of the same species with those of the Atlantjc states,
which have not this characteristic distinction: the ordinary house rat we found
on the banks of the Missouri, as far up as the woody country extends, and the



