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“The smek is very pleasant, and the natives, after drying and cnttmg themmto
mll pneces, wear them, in strings ‘around their necks.

Tuesday', 17. We find lately that the air is pleasant in thamtn-aeof t.hedng,
bift notwithstanding the shortness of the night, becomes very cold before morning.
At &n early hour we collected our horses and proceded down the creek, which

¢« we'crossed fwice with much difficalty and danger, in consequence of its depth
and raplduy We avoided two other crossings of the same kind, by crossing
overa steep and rocky'hill. At the distance of seven miles, the road begins the
ascent of the main ridges which divide the waters of the Chopunnish and Koos-
kooskee rivers. We followed it up a mountain for about thfee miles, when we
found ourselves enveloped in snow, from twelve to fifteen feet in depth, even on
the south side of the mountain, with the fullest exposure to the sun. ' 'I'he winter
now presented itself in all its ngours, theair was keen and ‘cold, mo vestige of
vegetation was to be seen, and our hands and feet were benumbed.  We halted
at the sight of this new difficalty. "We already knew, that to wait till the snows
of the mountains had dissolved, so as to enable us to distinguish the road, ‘would
defeat our design of returning to the United States this season. 'We now found
also that as the snow bore our horses very well, travelling was infinitely easier
. than it was last fall, when the rocks and fallen timber had 0 much obstructed
ourmarch, But it would require five days to .reach the fish-weirs at the wouth
of Colt creek, even if we were able to follow the proper ridges of the mountains ;.
and the danger of missing our direction is exceedingly great, while every track .
is covered with snow.  During these five days too we have no chance of finding
either grass or underwood for our horses, the snow being so deep. To proceed,
therefore, under such circumstances, would be to hazard our beimg bewildered
the mountains, to insure the foss of ourhorses, and should we even beso fortumate.
as to escape with oor lives, we l!ngﬁt be obliged to abandon all our papers andg
collections. Tt was therefore decided hot to ventare wry farther; to deposit
here all the baggage and provisions, for which we had 'no* immediate use, and:
reserving only subsistence for a few days, return, while onr horsés were yet strong)-
to some spot where we might live by hunting, till @ guide ‘conld be procured to
corduct us across the mountains. %m“ww
euufnlly covered, as were also the instruments and papers,
safer to leave than to risk them over the roads and M&bf
Having completed this operation, we set out at one o'clock, m
our steps, reached l&igfjr ereek, W i
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evening, and: ag.this. was the first time, that we have ev er been compelled to
make any retrograde movement, we feared that it mxg'ht depress the ‘spirits of *
the: men;  but-though somewhat dejected at the circumstnce, the obv:ouga neces-
sity precluded all vepining. During the night our horses straggled in seargh of
food'to aconsiderable distance among the thick timber on the hill sides, nor ooufd
we collect them till nine o'clock the next morning.

Wednesday, 18. Two of them were however still missing, and we therefore *
directed two.of the party to remain and hunt for them, At the same tjme, we
despatched Drewyer and Shannon to the Chopunuish, in the plains beyond the
Kooskvoskee, in order to hasten the arrival of the Indians who had promised to
aeeompany.us; or at amy rate, to procure a guide to conduct us to Traveller's-
rest: ot ithis purpose they took a rifle, as a reward to any one who wonid
engage: to conduct us, with directions to increase the reward, if necessary, by an
offer of two other guns, to be given immediately, and ten horses, at the falls of
the Missouri: we. then resamed ourroute. Inerossing Hungry.creek, one of thes
Horses fell; and rolling over with _the rider, was driven for a considerable distance
among the rooks ; but he fortunately escaped withont losing his gun or suffering:
any-injury. - Another of the wmen was cut very _hadly,“in a vein in the inner side
of the légy and we had, great difficulty in stopping the blood. About one o’clock
wéhalted for dinner at the glade, on a branch of Hungry creek, where we had *
dinediom the 16th.  Observing:muceh track of deer, weleft two men at. t]ns place
to'bnmt, and then, proceeded: to Collins's creek, where we encamped in a pleasant
situation, wt thecupper end of the meadowa two miles abpve our engampment. of
the 16thinstt  Phe bunters were immediately sent out, but they returned without
having killed any thing, though they: saw some few tracks of deer, very great
appearance of bear, and what is of more importance, a number of what they
* thought weve saliion-trout, in the ereek. We therefore hope, by means of these
fish'and other gawe to subsist at. this, pluce without retu;mng to tﬁe Quamash
flats, which we are wawilling: to: do, since l’,harc m n these mendows gredt
Mdmahw havsess Lo oo _

, 19: The hunters renewed the gbue‘at a very early hour, bin
Ww.w@“ at noon. 'The ﬁshpru;en__were more unsuceessfal,
for w novfish, and broke their two Indian. gl . We, however, mqnf :

edthemr with s sharp, piece of iron; and towards evening they took a single fish,

s it e salimon,ofthisspring s aival, which would of conrsa”

avedl 16 bo 0, salmontrout of the red kind, which remain All'
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horses, rgturned wlthout being able &o ﬁnd them, and the other two hunters
 Sireived from Hiighy "ereck with'a couple SPdid: B RY NS TR Wi
hong-hhm to-day, and caten, as ‘we were How bliged to usaﬂibm#ﬁbat’emr
Sqlt,” pepper or grease, and seemed 4 ‘very tasteless insipid’ food” “Our stock of
salt, is now wholly ‘exhausted, except two quarts, which we 1éft on the mountain,
The musquitoes have become very troubl.some since we amved here parheuhd,
in'the evening. y

‘Friday, 20. The scantiness of our subsistence was now such that we were
determined to make one effort to ascertain if it be possible to remain here. The
hunters therefore set out very early. On their return in the eveningy they
brought one deer, and a brown bear of the species called by the Chopunnish
yahhar, the talons of ‘which were remarkably short, broad at the base, and
ﬁnrp’ly pointed, Tt was in bad order, and the flesh of bear in this situation
is much ‘inferior to lean venison or elk, We also caught seven trout. But the
hunters now reported that game was so scarce, and so difficult to be approa&oﬂ,
in’ consequence of thick under-brush and fallen timber, that with their
exertions, they could not pmensauhmtence for morethuhoheoftwm
l’onger We determined, therefore, to set out in the morning for the Qlllllllﬂl
flats, where we should hear sooner from the Chopunnish ontheﬂb;octdo&
guide, and also renew our stock of food, which is now nearly exhausted. | ﬁ-
termined, as we now are, to reach the United States, if pomble, this mnl'.q, :t
would be destructive to wait till the snows have melted from the
snows have formed a hard coarse bed withont crust, on which tllpbmvp'l'. :
safely without slipping ; the chief difficulty, therefore, is :oam:,a,, road.

this be assisted by the circumstance, th , gen: :
Jﬁiﬂnbummﬁbxhwﬁ% h ._ j‘{?’)?
e

trees, and from roundthemk a.,w"”r ' Em
me Mmm of tba m’ or ' ” m c ' :b" A 01 NES W ICRO ‘-%
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modlald] at ﬂiq m“g “‘)ﬁep‘h 1§ not P]- ; ‘Lﬁn @?\fu w Dt
hopg that the Ms Ofthﬂ';ig‘m "fbb’“sl r, ,. m o v %

ved and we bave decided, in eue
5 llketbraeorfon;'ofom"
ourbmbonu,andmnmple‘ Jr ____
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on the trees, which they would then mark more. distinctly
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mamhm o delay there, lest, by admcmg' 100 soon, thq,lmu by
fqpedto.hﬁ where no food could be obtained for the horses, If the trace of *
ﬁantoomdma,thewholeputyutommmtOHﬂngrycmaLmd
,mll then attempt the passage by ascending the main. south-west brn.nch of
wis's_river through the country of the Shoshonees; oyer to Madlaon 9:
Galhtm rivers. On that route, the Chopunnish inform as, there is a,pmgp
oot obstructed by snow at this period of the year. That there is such a passage,
m lu.rnt from the Shoshonees whom we first met on thq east fm;k of Lewis's
mﬂ'., but they also represented it as much more d:ﬁicult t,ha‘m that bx,wlugh,lgp
clme, being obstructed by high steep rugged mountains, fullogved by an, gx,t\og-
sive pl'aup, without either wood or game, We are, indeed, inclined to Bfﬂ er
the account of the Shoshonees, because they would ha\e ce"tamlg recomu@ndqg
l.l!,n* lmlte had it been better than the one we have taken ; and becau,sp ﬂlqrﬁy

a war between the Chopunnish and the Shoshonees, who, live on thgj: route, the

er are less able to give accurate information of the state of the couqtrx

'i‘hn route too, is so circuitous, that it would require a month to perfor‘m it, and
:we tber;ﬁnne copsider it as the extreme resource. In hopes of soon procunng a

guide to lead us over a more practicable route, we collecte.d our horses at an
b imﬂ'mtﬁemormng, ol bith e ©
d Qnturday, 21, and proceeded towards the Flats 'l‘he mortxﬁcanon of fve:n,g
« ged to tread back our steps, rendered still more tedlous a route a](
tructed by brush and fallen, timber, : that it could not be j‘nmd
_ cn Eyvﬁnd even danger to our horses. . Oune of these poor crleatI s, a
50 in jumping over fallen log's that he was ren un t.
Iuﬂ n&mwhu de{;‘ﬂvzi fsof the service of a second At the of !C?gfl;nsfl
creF‘ we met two Indians, wbp mtumed with us about half a nule, tq the spot
%' ‘e hud formerly slept n Se tember, and ‘where e now halle& to dnqe

“l ir b w &‘.?“ﬁ.: These Indmns hnd four su‘perpumemr_v horses and
SEre

cmuﬁlem X ac seenﬁreweraqﬂs e
':mu ﬂ£ui JEH:L*, lday!; ﬁ ressed q!nioremau:
‘ﬁ‘tliizﬁm? i korf MM' B dver the mountmuS. {o which the
‘and depc 1{&'&0&3{&&'&‘ roots a thbread in the bushes a;a‘]' e
. ..'_"_‘ IR, 28D liﬁ_!-, “‘??3 ‘!!louh 'tmhll Onl' l'emil'l md'ﬁ :
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¢ ng,n. At daylight aill the huntérs set out, 4nd having chased through
" the whyle country, wére much more suctessful than we even hoped, for they
brouglit in eight deer and three bear. - Hearing too that the salinon was' now
abyndant in the Kooskooskee, we despatched a man to our old encainpment
abpve Uoﬂmh‘s creek, mmmormmgdmm.wu&.
which ‘were found dccidentally in one of our waisteodt pockets. He did not
return in the evening, nor had we heard from Drewyer and Shannon, who we
begin to fear have had mach difficulty in engaging a guide, and we wereequally
apprehensive that the two Indians might set out to-morrow for the Mm‘mm
Early in the morning,

Monday, 23, therefore, we despatched two hunters to prevail on ‘them, if
possible, to remain a day or two Jonger, and if they persisted im going oo, they
were to*accompany them with the three Tnen at Collins's creék, and mack the
youte, as far as Traveller’s rest, where they were to mmtdl wgomdthn
by pursuing the same road. ,

2Our fears for the safety of Drewyer, Shannon, and Whitehiouse, were for-
tunately relieved by their return in the afternoon. The former brought three
Indians, who promised to go with us to the Falls of the Missouri, for the
compensation of two guns. One of them is the brother of the Cutnose, ‘and the
other two had each given us a horse, at the "house of the Brokenarm, and as
they are men of good character, and respected in the nation, we have the best
prospect of being well served. We therefore secured our m mrﬂe*u-np
-and at an early hour next morning, i3
- Tuesday, 24, set out on a second attempt to cross the mountains. On
yeaching Collins’s creek, we found only one of onr men, who informed us thata
short time before he arrjved there yesterday, the two Indians, tired of&ni-q._
had setout,andthectherfonr’ufonrm had uceompumdthu as they were
directed. After halting, we went on to Fish creek, the branch of Hungry creek,
where we had slept on themnetemth instant. Here we overtook two of the
party wbohdgomouwhb tlielndmns,andlndnow bmﬁmm

them to wait for ns. During their stay at Collins's ereck, ‘they had
. a single deer ovly, Qndofhtbqhd”bunwrymw dhians,
whn&qm prevailing upon to remain, so Mﬁqw visions,
gnd mdthmbulutom for mhndaof Hangry creck, where

& . ot GELI).
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fiame mounted to thefhpﬂeftheh: hest trees, xesembled a splendid d;
ﬂ!e«-woll:s. Inthe morning, . Tk plendid. dirmiag ofi'
 Wednesday, 25, one of our guides complained of bemg sick, a spmptom by ‘

no means pleasant, for sickness is generally with an Indian tht pretext*for
abandoning an enterprise  which he dislikes. He promised, however, ,to
overtake us, and we therefore left him with his two compgnions, and set ont.af |
an eatly hour. At eleven o'clock we halted for dinner at the branch of Hungry
ereek, wheae we found our two men, who had killed nathing, Here too we
were | , rather unexpectedly, by our guides, who now appeired disposed to
be faithful to their engagements. The Indian was indeed really sick, and
having no other covering except a pair of moccasins and an elk skin dressséd
withont the hair, we supplied him with a buffaloe rebe.

~ In the evening we arrived at Hungry creek, and halted for the mght a.baqt, ‘_
wile and a half below our encampment of the sixteenth.

Thursday, 26. Having collected our horses, and taken breakfast, we lef
out at six o'clock, and pursuing our former route, at length began to ascend, for
the second time, the ridge of mountains. Near the snowy region we killed two
of the small black pheasants, and one of the speckled pheasant. These hirds
generally inhabit the higher parts of the mountains, where they feed on the
leaves of pines and firs ; but both of them seem solitary and silent birds, for we
have never heard either of them wake a noise in any sitnation, and the Indians
inform ws that-they do mot in flying drym or produce a whirring sonnd with
their wings. On reaching the top of the mountain, we" found our deposit
perfeetly untouched. 'I'he snow in the neighbourhood has melted nearly four
feet since the seventeenth. By measuring it accurately, and comparing it by a
mark which we then made, the general depth we discover to have heen ten
feet ten inches, though in some places still greater ; but at this time it is about -
seven feet, It vequired two hours to arrange our baggdge and to prepare a
Thasty meal, after which the guides urged us to set off, as we had a long ride fo
-ﬁehfmm:upmmmprwforowm ‘We monnted,
.u& Mmc &wdapn, wmwmﬂﬂwﬂwm@mﬂiﬂﬂ
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'Ihewspﬁ-. and engampéd near a good spring of water. It was
the steep side of a mountain, with no wood and a fair southern aspect, from
Mémﬁowsmstohue melted for about ten days, and given place to an
abundant gro‘vﬂ»of young grass, resembling the green sward.  There is also
ancther species of grass, mot umlike a flag, with a broad succalent leaf
. which s confined to the upper parts of the highest mountains. It is a
favourite food of the horses, but at present is either covered with snow, or just
- making' its appearance. There is a third plant peculiar to the same regions,

and is a species of whortleberry. There are also large quantities of a species of

bear-grass, which, though it grows luxuriantly over all these mountains, and
its verdure during the whole winter, is never eaten by horses. -

In the night there came to the camp a Chopunuish, who had pursued us with
a view of accompanying us to the Falls of the Missouri. We now learnt that
the two young Indians whom we had met on the twenty-first, and detained
several days, were going merely of a party of pleasure to the Ootlashoots, or as
they call them, Shallees, a band of Tushepahs, whohveonchrke'-nm,nm
Tﬂlnllut's-lﬂ. Early the next morning,

. Friday, 27, we resumed our route over the heights and slnep-bdh of the
-nc_gmt ridge. At eight miles distance we reached an eminence where the
Indians have raised a conie mound of stone, six or eight feet high, on which is
fixed a pole made of pine, about fifteen feet. Here we halted and smoked for
some time at the request of the Indians, who told us, that in passing the moun-
tains with their families, some men are usually sent on foot from this place 1o
fish at the entrance of Colt creek, whence they rejoin the main party at the
Quamash glade on the head of the Kooskooskee. From this elevated spot we
have a commanding view of the surrounding mountains, which so completdly
enclose us, that although we have once passed them, we almost despair of evef
escaping from them without the assistance of the Indians. The marks on the
trees, which had been our chief dependence, are much fewer and more difficult
10 be distinguished than we had supposed ; but our guides traverse this trackless
 region with a kind of instinctive sagacity ; they never hesitate, they are never
Suramed ;. et 20 “md-p thn-vl-n-"ﬂi mﬁ'&r
hﬁvwwlﬁ“ q.....,..,_
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than two or:three inches. 'After the sun’ has been ou it for some hours it becomes®
softer than early in the morning, yet they are almost glways able to get a sure
foothold. | After some time we resumed our route, and at the distahee 'of three
miles descended a steep mountain, then crossing two branehes of the Chopannish
river, just above their forks, began to mount a second ridge. Along thie we
proceeded for some time, and then, at the distance of seven miles, reached our »
camp. of the sixteenth of September. Near this place we erossed three small
branches of the Chopunnish, aud then ascended a second dividing ridg®, along
which we continued for nine miles, when the ridge became somewhat lower,
and we halted for the night on a position similar to that of our encampment last
evening.  We had now travelled twenty-eight miles without taking the loads
from our horses or giving them any thing to eat, and as the snow where we
halted has not much dissolved, there was still but little grass. Among the vege=
tation we observed great quantities of the white lily, with reflected petads which
are now in bloom, and in the same forwardness as they were in the plains on
the tenth of May. = As for ourselves, the whole stock of meat being gone, we
distributed to each mess a pint of bear’s oil, which, with boeiled roots, made an
agrecabledish. We saw several black-tailed or mule-deer, bat counld not get a shot
at them, and were informed that there is an abundance of elk in the valley, near
the fishery, on the Kooskooskee. | The Indians also assert that on the mountains
to our right are large numbers of what they eall white buffaloe or mountain
sheep. - Our hopses strayed to some distance to look for food, and in the morn~
m‘Saturday, 28, when they were brought up, exhibited rather a gaunt appear-
ance. The Indians, however, promised that we should reach some good grass
at !om, and we therefore set out after an early breakfast. = Our route lay along
tue dividing ridge, and across a very deep hollow, till at the distance of six-
miles we passed our camp of the fifteenth of Septembes. A mile and a half
further we pmed ‘the road from the mghi immediately on the dividing ridge,
leading by the fishery. - We went on as we bad doue during the former part of
the route over deep snows, when having made thirteen miles we reached the
side of a mountain, just above the ~which having no timber, andya
southern «xposure, the snow had disap +deaving: an abundance of ﬁna

i Mﬂmgh:tmnuptmﬁty “But as there'
i - we melted snow for cooking, and‘.wy!h=
udﬁ’ .’uﬂn] lﬂ llsllduil'hlhd {nu&a u‘ i ,_!h.u MU rd.ﬂ
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~ Sunddy, 20, continued along the ridge which we have boea{dbmgfor
eral days, till at the and of five miles it termiuated ; and. now bidding adieu
to the snows in which we have been imprisoned, we dqmndedtothemm_
banch of the Kooskooskee. On reaching the water side, wqfoundudur
whith had been left for us by two hunters who had been despatched at at enrly
 Jiotir to the warm springs, and which proved a very seasonable addition to.nur
food for having neither meat nor oil, we were reduced to a dm,tofroots, with-
out salt or any other addition. At this place, about a mile and a half from
the spot whefe Quamash creek falls in from the north-cast, the Kooskooskee is
about thirty yards wide, nng rans with great velocity over a bed, whichy like
those of all the mountain streams, is composed of pebbles. We forded the river,
and ascended for two miles the steep acclivities of a mountain, and at its summit
found coming in from the right the old rgad which we had passed on our route
last antumn. It was now much plainer and more beaten, which the Indians
told us was owing to the frequent visits of the Ootlashoots, from the valley of
Clarke's river to the fishery ; though there was no appearance of their having
been here this spring. 'T'welvé miles from our camp we halted fo graze our
horses on the Quamash flats, on the creek of the same name. This is a hand-
. some plain of fifty acres in extent, covered with an abundance of quamash, and
seems to form a principal stage or encampment for the Indians in passing the
mountains. We saw here several young pheasauts, and killed one of the small
black kind, which is the first we have observed below the region of snow, In
the neighbouthood were also seen the tracks of two barefoot Indians, which our
compariions supposed to be Ootlashoots, who had fled in distress from the Pah-
kees. Here we discovered that two of the horses were missing. 'We therefore
sent two men in quest of them, and then sent on seven miles further to dhe
warm springs, where wé arrived early in the afternoon. The two hunters who
had been sent forward in the morning had collected no game, nor were several
“others, who went out after our arrival, more successiul, - We therefore had o
prospect of continuing our usual diet of roots, when late in the afternoon the
men retorned with the stray horses and a deer for supper.,
. These warm springs are situated at the foot of a hill, onﬁenorlhad;d'
Traveller's-rest creek, which is ten yards wide at this place. They,issue from
tho bittoms, and throigh ihe intetstioos of o gray frecstone rock, which rises in
Indians have fot-dnhlbﬂhlgmm run with m nd pebbles,
Virginia. “On trying, captain Lewis could with main
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'mmen masecteamunpmmwhm 'mm*i
gs are much hotter, the temperature being equal to that of the w

the hot springs in Virginia. Our men as well as the Indians amused themselv
d}&gomgmtothelmth the latter, mmmmmmm
first into the hot bath, where they remain as long as they can bear the heat, then
plm!ingmtothemék,whchmnowofmwymldmmdmthu'
mmuﬂhmu,bmﬂwaytmdhgm&emm
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CHAP. XXXI. ' P

THE PARTY PROCEED ON THEIR JOURNEY WITH THEIR INDIAN GUIDES, AND AT LENGTH
AGREE TO DIVIDE, TO TAKE SEVERAL ROUTES, AND TO MEET AGAIN AT THE MOUTH
OF THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER—THE ROUTE OF CAPTAIN LEWIS IS TO nnq: THE
MOST DIRECT ROAD TO THE FALLS OF THE MISSOURI, THEN TO ASCEND MARIA'S
RIVER, BXPLORE THE COUNTRY, AND THEN TO DESCEND THAT RIVER ToO TS MOUTH
—CAPTAIN LEWIS ACCORDINGLY, WITH NINE MEN, PROCEEDS WﬂSﬂal FRANCH
OF CLARKE'S RIVER, AND TAKES LEAVE OF THE INDIAN GUIDES — DESCRIFTION OF
THAT BRANCH, AND CHARACTER OF THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY-—DESCRIPTION Q’
THE COKALAHISHKIT RIVER—THEY ARRIVE AT THE RIDGE DIVIDING THE
FROM THE COLUMBIA RIVERS—MEET ONCE MORE WITH THE wrumn AHP no“
BEAR—IMMENSE HERDS OF BUFFALOE DISCOVERED ON THE BORDERS ‘or iznrbnm
RIVER—THE PARTY ENCAMP ON WHITEBEAR ISLANDS—SINGULAR ADVENTURE THA
BEFEL M'NEIL—CAPTAIN LEWIS, WITH THREE OF HIS PARTY, PROCEEDS TO EXPLORE
THE SOURCE OF MARIA’S RIVER—TANSY RIVER DESCRIBED, WE REACHES THE MIVIDING
LINE OF THESE TWO STREAMS—~GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY.

{ 01 BaStihst ol peidd i daide rheq
Moxpay, 30. We despltchdmem ahead, and mhrnﬁm*
out, when a deer came to lick at the spriags; we killed ity 'and being now pro-
wvided with meat for ditmer, proceeded along the north wide of the créek; some-
times in the hottoms, and over the steep sides of the ¥idgy, tillat the distance of
mmwehbdummd.mmmmw

on the 12th of September. Here we observed & road hMMﬁo
ll.ﬁmmformusleadstonﬁmcxtmmnvﬂleyon Clarke's riveryawhere the
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obtained a small gray squirrel like that on the coast of the Pacific, ecept thas.
its belly was white. Among the plants was a kind of lady’s slipper, or moccas
sin flower, resembling that common in the United States, but with *a white
corolla, marked with longitudinal veins of a pale red colout on the inmer
side. .

Tuesday, July 1. We had now made one hundred and fifty-six _miles from
the Quamash flats to the mouth of Traveller's-rest creek. This being the point
where we proposed to separate, it was resolved to remai® a day or two*in order
to refresh ourselves and the horses, which bave bore the journey extremely well,
and ‘are still in fine order, but require some little rest. We had hoped to
meet here some of the Qotlashoots, but no tracks of them can be discovered.
Our Indian companions express much anxiety lest they should have been cut
off by the Pahkees during the winter, and mention the tracks of the two
barefooted persons as a proof how much the fugitives muast have been dis-
tressed. :
~ . We now formed the following plan of operations. Captain Lewis, with
mine men, ‘is to pursue the most direct route to the falls of the Missouri, where
three of his party are to be left to prepare carriages for transporting the baggage
and canoes across the portage. With the remaining six he will ascend Maria’s
river, to explore the country, and ascertain whether any branch of it reaches as
far north as the latitude of fifty degrees, after which he will descend that river
to its mouth. The rest of the men will accompany captain Clarke to the head
of " Jefferson river, which Sergeant Ordway and a party of nine ‘men will de-
sdend ‘with the canoes and other articles deposited there. Captain Clarke's
party, which will then be reduced to ten, will proceed to the Yellowstone, at its
nelrest approach to the three forks of the Missouri. There he will build ca-
mdp down that river with seven of his party, dnd wait at its mouth till
the restof the party join him. Sergeant Pryor, with two others, mllt.bentake
the horses by land to the Mandans. From that nation he is to go to the British
posts on the Assiniboin with a letter to Mr. Henry, to procure his qulen.vom
to' preveil on some of the Sioux chiefs to accompany him to the gity of
w.---o FoRE AV N e ¥ -
~ Having made these arrangements, this and the following day were employed
in hunting and repairing our arms. 'We were successful in procuring a number
" of fine- large deer, the flesh of which was exposed to dry. Amqug other arfi-
it o) & " D e F**“.M—Mms M oodpecker




Jawks, and a variety of sparrows, as-well s the bee martin, and several species
of corvus. The musquitoes, too, have been exeessively troublesome since ‘our
arrival here.  The Indians assert,also, that there are great numbers of the white
‘bidffaloe or mountain sheep, on the snowy heights of the mountains west of
Clavke's river. 'They generally inhabit the “rocky and most inaceessible

« parts’ of the mounteins, but as they are not fleet, are easily knlledby the
hunters.

The plants which most abound in this valley are the wild rose, the honey-
suckle, with a white berry, the sevenbark, serviceberry, ‘the elder, aspen, amd
alder, the chokecherry, and both the narrow and broad-leafed willow. ' The
principal timber consists of long-lenfed pine, which grows as well in the river
bottoms as on the hills; the firs and larch are confined to the higher parts of
the hills, while on the river itself, is a~growth of cottenwood, with a wider
leaf than that of the upper part_of ‘the Missouri, thongh narrower than that
which grows lower down that river. There are also two pieces of clover i this
valley, one with a very narrow small leaf, and a pale ved flower, the other
with a white flower, and nearly as luxariant in its growth as our red clover. =

The Indians who had accompanied us, intended leaving us in order to seek

. their friends, the Ootlashoots ; but we prevailed on them' to dccompany. eaptain
Lewis a part of his route, so as to show him the shortest road to ‘the Missouri,
and in the meantime amused them with conversation and running races, both
‘on foot and with horses, in both of which they proved themselves bardy, athle-
tic, and active. To the chief, eaptain Lewis gave a small medal and a gun,
as a reward for having guided us across the monntains; in retorn, the custom-
ary civility of exchanging names passed between them, by which the former
acquired the title of Yomekollick, or white bear-skin unfolded. - The Chopun-
nish, who had overtaken us on the 26th, made us a present of an excellént
Thorse, for the good advice we gave him, and as'a proof 'of -his uttachment ‘to
the whites, uweﬂuofhudmmto beat mmﬁm The next
‘morning, : . e e S L
| My,.hlys mmwmmm we saddled odr
Tosses, and the two parties who had been so long W;MM
wihnmnomhopaofmuuing after each had
mm fo »inriber g emicud X . boviok L

The nine men and five mm w“w

ammm.mm mam i ol

from the camp we forded T - :
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creek on the eastern side, and a mile lower downy the entrance of the m
branch of the river. This stream is from ninety to goe hundred and twenty
yards wide, and its water, which s diseharged through two chanheld.’, is more
turbid-than that of the main river. The latter is one hundred and fifty ‘yards
Ain width, and waters an extensive level plain and prairie, which on its Iwer
parts are ornamented with long-leafed pine, and cottonwgod, while the tops ofe
the hills are covered with pine, larch, and fir, 'We proceeded two miles fur-
ther to a place where the Indians advised us to cross) hut.,havinge..-ﬁo boats,
‘and timber being scarce, four hours were spent in collecting timber to make
thred small rafts; on which, with some difficulty and danger, we passed the
river. 'We then drove our horses into the water, and they swam to the oppo-
site shore, but the Iudians crossed on horseback, drawing at the same time their
baggage alongside of them in small basins of deer skins. The whole party being
now reassembled, we continued for three miles, and em.amped about sanset ata
small creek. The Indians now shewed us a road at no great distance, which
‘they said would lead up to the eastern branch of Clarke’s river, and aunother
river called Cokalahishkit, or the river of the road lo buffaloe, thence to Medi-
gine river and the falls of the Missouri. They added, that not far from the
dividing ridge of the waters of Clarke’s river and the Missouri, the roads forked,
nad though:both led to the Falls, the lefi-hand; route was. the best.. The route
was s0 well beaten that we could no longer mistake it, and having now shewn
us the way, they were anxions to go on in.quest of their friends, the Shahlees,
besides'which, they feared, by venturing further with us, to encounter the Pah-
kees, for we had this afternoon seen a fresh track of a borse, which they sup-
posed to be a Shahlee scout. We could not insist. on their remaining longer
‘with us ; but as they had so kindly conducted us across the mountains, we were
desivous of giving them a supply of provisions, and therefore distributed. to them
hwmdm.'mdmmumpmdwwmumbmmmrm
in hopes of adding to the stock. .
mmm&rndreadhﬂyfm the mugu:toes. thnt we are. thgpd
to kindle large ' fires. and place  the poor animals in the midst of the
hlq Mnmlw.hommn became | cold after dark, and MW
‘W“? e R E bt tdoygs <o fip ontisen 1o
© “Friday, Joly 4. The m ucudmgly set ont, bg mtlunﬁd nam(;;qsfgl
Wcm the meantime we were } & youpg man of
Palloatpallah m&fmm afow days after us, and had followed us
h-— mmmmm to pass the mountains
i Jine, while w 'Mmmhm -Wenaw
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- within the hills for two wiles,  when the bottom wi

ST
smoked a° farewell pipe with:-our .estimahle companions, who BMM
emmofregntatpﬂungmthm,whehthyfeltthemom, fheg
did ‘wot ‘conceal their fears of our being cut, off by the Rabkees. W ]
thém uhimwdnulkemhnf. ‘and a.small guantity of m}mmum “H;u
which they received from us was dried and left at this place as : store tfnnP
‘the homeward journey. - This circumstange. confirms our belief, therjeilé
route along Clarke's river to the Columbian plains, so, near or aogood as tﬁnby
which we came ; ‘for; although these people mean to go for several d:}xs Jom'ney
down that river, to Jook for the Shahlees, yet they intend, returning home by fhg
same pass of the motmtain through which they cenducted us, 'I‘lnsponte is also
used by all the nations whommcmmmofﬂnmnmm wbgmmthe
habit of visiting the plains‘of ‘the Missouri; while on the othe,r mdja qu tbé‘ war
paths of the Pahkees, which fail inte this-valley at Chrkp § river, eonoentﬂ: at
Travellers'-rest, beyond which these people have never ventu.md to the Wesi. s
Having taken leave of the Indians, we mounted mrhone- and sede
up the eastern branch of Clarke’s river through tbedavel plqm in whlchwe w&e
encamped. At the distance of five miles we haicroued a sm.n“ creek fifteen
yards'wide, and now entered the mountains. The river is here cldnfl_y confined
into an ¢ extensive pﬂde,
and the river is one hundred and ten yards in width. We went three pnlu far-
ther, overa high plain succeeded by a low and level prairie, I’oﬂie entran - of
the Cokalahishkit. This river empties itself from the no u,dgh;é."ipp:?
and about sixty. yards wide, with banks,, which_though not bigh,
bold fo prevent the, water from. overflowing,  The  ea i
rive ixninety yards-wide:ahore %m lf-)o spreads {o oné

ofthe two s-the' beds,of. both, are, Z ravel,

hl-w&. mﬁ;ﬁm Mﬂ‘ WA &

rents; - Before the, mm '
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are said, indeed, e e siiiorous 68 thin Fivers ‘an well s onsthe h..a.‘,g
tileY stone. ddiw yoiteeq 4o yem
&furday, July 5. “Early in ‘t!ae mmhgl we proceeded mfu ﬂnmnnd a
[mlf qnha, in a direction north 75° east, then 'inclining to-the sonth. erossed n
extensive, beantiful, and well watered valley, nearly twelve miles.in length, at
the exim*xty of which we halted for dinver. Here We obtained n great qiian-»
ﬁtjy o" quamash, and shot “an antelope from’ s gang of females,) who at this
season herd together, apart‘from the bucks After dinne¥ we followed: the course
of the river eastwardly for' six’ -miles, to'the mouth of a-ereek thirty-fivé: yards
mde, whu:h we called Werner's creek.'” Tt'comes'iti from the north; and waters
a btgh exhnswe prairie, the hills néar which are low, and supplied with the
long—leafed pine, larch, and some fir. ‘The road then led north 22° west, for
four .miles, 00D after” which it ‘again turned north 73° east; for two apd a half
m:]ea, over a handsome plain, watered by Werner's ereek, to the river, which
we follow’ed on its eastérn direction, through a high prairie; rendered very un-
equa.] hy a vast number of little hillocks and sinkholes, and at three miles dis-
tance eucamped near the éntrance of a large creek, twenty yards wide, to which .
w uﬁ“ﬁ,ﬁf namp of Seaman’s creek. We had seen no Indians, although
nfa;- tl;e canip‘were fh?f:onéededﬁms"of aw puq wla hadpn-edabnut
;wo mont‘hs ngo auis tung
ngd y, 6. At sunrlda we contifided our domeeastmdnlolgthanm

%ev mlles listance wepamed the north fork of the Cokalahishkit, a deep
c& stmam forty-ﬁve yards in" width, and’ like the main "branch itself
13 thon h the other stréams’ of ‘this country are clear.. Seven
ﬁrﬁt}e ‘i*iv"i:: enbrs ﬁe’ notintains, and here end ' those extensive
K tlns sade, ‘thou *hey'#lﬂﬁn ‘in their course towards the-south-east,
9"‘% ?:p ndl rfnfefp earborn’s river, ‘and thence tp'the Missouri: . From
ob. lrreg'nl ly Scattéred through thew, eaptain Lewis calied
‘@f” ‘the Kuobs. ’uT Wﬁ:‘m“ﬂMﬁwpﬂq

el t ik
robins,

%ﬁb%nbeom

“"df &d“‘ulirhbi.wf ﬁhiehwﬂ ,
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fiag and pepper-grass; and ‘at the distaice of three and a half miles, reached
the two forks of the rive~ mentioned by the Indians. They are nearly equal in,
width, and ﬂn road itself here forks and follows eachiof them., Waf@ﬂowed
 thdy whmbled us in a direction north 75° east, ovgrsuteephugb hill, theuce
ahn&amdebo&nmwathmﬂywwdedﬂdedlhﬂl where the low grounds.
“wre marrow, till we reached a large creek, eight miles ﬁ'omthe*rkl and,
twenty-five from our last encampment. Here we halted for the night. - In the
course of the daytheu-wkorthalndmwhom we mpposed belhei'ahkeen,
continued to grow fresher, and we passed & number of old lodgea and encaimp-
ments. At seven o'clock the next morning,

Monday, 7, we proceeded through a beautifal pllm on l.henqﬂhude of the
river, which seems here to abound in beaver. The low grounds possess much tim-
ber, and the hills are covered chiefly withpitch-pine, that of the iong-leafed kind
having disappeared since we left the Prairie of .the Knobs. Atthedlsmuceof
twelve miles we left the river or rather the creek, and ]mvnng for fonr mnles
erossed, madlmnuthlfeaﬁ,twondgu,ag‘unltmek totbenght,
which we followed through a narrow bottom, covered with low 'pillnwsand’glqni
and abundantly supplied with both deer and beaver. After seven miles we
reached the foot of a ridge, which wenomdedmaduectgonnoﬂh‘i,?pnh
thronghalowgapofeuymtfromtbewwward,mdonducendng
delighted at discovering that this was the dividing ridge betw\pen l]:a waten o£
the Columbia and those of the Missouri, From this gap . tbeFortmuntamnq
Mtwantym}umanmh-a-lq‘w We now wonnd thmﬂ t‘r
mnahononof&emmm.mmmlmuw,ﬂmhm q»,
right, and at the dmdmnﬂp,ﬁmﬂnmmpd. d\c,tm
ﬂnﬁy-twomdn. We procured some beaver, uﬂﬂmmmg saW some s
tﬂhchdhﬂq,ﬁmvhchum&bmamqg neti .
trate 10 a short distance*within the mountains. 5 s
‘_Tz:dq,s. h&;ﬂhﬁnmmg we ;u)chedﬂq Um

sespiies et Skt ;s hmg . o e ,f,.
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strike Medicine rwb!‘. and hiint down to its" mouth, in order to procure alm‘
for the ‘!’ood and gear necessary for the three men who are to be. left at the
Falls noné of whom are hunters, we determined to leave the read, and shege-
fore proceeded dué north, fhrotlgh an open plain, till we reached Shw‘leqmw
creok a stream about twenty yards wide, with a constderab]e quantity of tim-

in its fow grounds, Here we halted and dined, and nbw felt, by the luxury
of oar food, ‘that we were approaclung once more the plains of the Missouri,
%0 rich in game. ‘We saw o great number of deer, goats, wolves, and some
barkipg squirrels, and for the first time canght a distant prospect of two buf-
faloe. After dinner we followed the Shmhequaw for six and a half mi'les, to ‘its
entrance into ‘Medicine river, and altmg the banks of this river for e!ght ‘miles,
when we encamped on a lnrge isfand. ~ The hottoms continued low, leve‘} anci
extensive ; the plains foo are Tevel; but the sofl of neither is ferfile] ds # con-
sists qf a llght coloured earth, mtermixed with a Inrge proportion of gravel ; the
gmg in both is genernl!y about nine inches high. Captain Lewis here shot a
lm:g‘e md remarkably white wolf. We had now mnde twenty-eight miles §
and set ouf early the next mom‘in%
" Wednes: :Y,O’ “but tﬂqiﬁ- soon’ ‘bécame very cold, and 1t'began to rain.
We halted for : a ﬁév”tltﬁﬁuféa in ‘some old Tndian Eages, but finding that ﬁﬂ
rain contﬁmea we ceeded on, ihough we were all wet to the skin, und I"nhef
for dinner at {he d‘ istance of exgﬁfmiles "The Em. however, continued, and Wq
Jetermmed' to go no further. ,The riveris abo ighty yards wide, mt!l b
W?ucb tbongh low, are seldom overflowed ; the bed is composed . of loose
re'bl;les, the ‘water clear and rapid, 'bét not so much as to impede the navi-
g‘?ﬂo > i’l"'ire botlo:ﬂi are tahdsj:am“e, wide, and Tevel, and suppﬁed with a eod-
erable lumtlty of narrow-lenf ed cottonwood. Dmn our short ride we
kﬁfeﬂ‘t d}ee “and'a w:be, and w"a‘nmizlber of wavh and tntefopu ﬂe

l..].t-—-.—n- ’ i

m S“IU’]{”“ Pﬂt, ali 0 ﬁ’nu '_ ! | a coun'zry ’““_1‘;:" ioJ i.bat
o’r s A of o d"cottonwood o lly aldog the
b un A W -‘ S ha 'ﬁmbﬁr‘: in.&‘
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#ad a brown bear. Captain'Lewis halted to skin them, when two of the men
took the pack-horses fortvard to seek for an encampment. It was nine o'clock
before he overteok them, at the distance of seven miles in the first grove of cot-
tongood. They. bad been pursued as they came #fong by a very large bear,
,on which they ‘were afraid to fire, lest their horses, being unaccustomed. to the
gnn, might take fright and throw them. This circumstance reminds us of the
ferocity of these animals, when we were last near this place, and admonishes us
to be very cautions. 'We saw vast numbers of buffaloe below us, which kept 2
dreadful bellowing during the night. 'With all our exertions we were unable. to
advance more than twenty-four miles, owing to the mire, throngh which we are
obliged to travel, in consequence of the rain.  The next morning, however,

Friday, 11, was fair, and enlivened by great numbers of birds, who sang de-
lightfally in the clusters of cottonwood. Bhe hunters were sent down Medi-
¢ine river to hunt. elk, while captain Lewis crossed the high plain, in a direc-
tion 75° east, to the Whitebear island, a distance of eight miles, where the

- bunters joined him. They had seen elk ; but in this neighbourhood the buffaloe
are in such numbers, that on a moderate computation, there could wot have
been fewer than ten thousand within a circuit of two miles.. At this season,

“they are bellowing in every direction, so as to form an almost continnal roar,
which at first alarmed our horses, who being ‘from the west of the mountains,
are unused to the noise and appearance of these animals. Among the smaller
game are the brown thrush, pigeons, doves, and a benntliui bird called a buf-
faloe-pecker.

Immediately on our arrival we began to hant, and by three in. thc aflzempon
had collected astock of food and hides enough for our purpose. . We then made
two canoes, one in the form of a basin, like those used by theM;mdlm_,'tha
other consisting of two akms,m a fnmofour mm Mm com-
pleted the next morning, iy

Saturday, 12; "but the wind continued so higll th-t u; ‘'was nnt ﬂl towa.:ds
night that we could croms the river in them, and make our horses swim. An the
meantime nearly the whole day was consumed in search after our M&W

had disappeared last night, and seven of which were not recov em%flfdﬂ};k
-while Drewyer was still in qnuiofﬁm. The river umhﬁ

i* was last summer, the t season being much more moist than, th

ceeding one, 4s may be mwm«dhm, =

3 Sllndq 13. We fanedmwhw"ﬂﬂ

head of the Whitebear islands, and ins
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which; in ‘a flood of the river, had penetrated to them. Al the specimens of
plants were unfortunately lost; the chart of the Missours, however, still remained
unhurt, and several articles contained in tranks and boxes had syffered 'but little
imjury ; but a phial of laud®oum had lost its stopper, and run into a drawer’of
medicinies, which it spoiled beyond recovery. The musquitoes have beeh so
troublesome that it was impossible even to write without the assistance of a mus-*
quito bier. 'The buffaloe are leaving us fast on their w J to the south-east.

Monday, 14. We continuned making preparations for transpornng our ar-
ticles, and as the old deposit was too damp, we secured the trunks on & high
scaffold, covered with skins, among the thick brush on alarge island : & pre-
caution against any visit from the Indians, should they arrive before the main
party arrives here, ' The carriage wheels were in good crder, and  the iron
fraiié of the boat had not suffered materially. The buffaloe have now nearly
disappeared, leaving behind them a number of large wolnea who are now
pl'Mh?g about us. -

“"Puesday, 15. To our great joy Drewyer returned to-day from a long
séarch ‘fter the horses ; for we had concluded, from his long stay, that he had

‘met* with a bear, and with his vsual intrepidity attacked the animal,

in’ ‘Whieli ease; if by any accident he should be separated from his horse, his-
déath would be almost inevitable. Under this impression, we resolved to set
ot to“morrow in quest of him, when his return relieved us from our apprehen-
sionis. He had searched for Mdayubbfamhedueovem&thatthehmeshd
crossed Dearborn’s river, near a spot where was an Indian encampment, which
géémed to havebeen abandened about the time the horses were stolen, and which
WM ‘concealed that no trace of a horse could be seen within the dis-
ténce of w qiiarter of amile. He crossed the river, aud pursued the track of
these Indians westward, till his horse became so much fn.tigue&l that he despaired

of overtaking ﬁmm, and then returned. These Indiahs we suppose to be a
'whe huve ventured out of the monntaifis to hunt huffaloe.
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roke thedbreech of the musket and kncked the bear to'the ground, and be-
fore he recovered, M<Neal seeing a ‘willow trée close by, sprang up, and there
remameﬁ u'hlle the bear closely guarded the foot of the tree until late in the
affesnoon.  He then went off, and M<Neal being@released came down, and
having found his horse, avhich had strayed off to the distance of two miles,
‘returned to camp. "Lhese animals are, indeed, of a most extraordinary fero-
* city, end it is matter of wonder, that in all our encounters we have had the good
fortune fo escape. 'We are mow troubled with another enemy, not quite so
dangerous, though even more disagreeable: these are the musquitoes, who now
infest us in such myriads, that we frequently get them into our throats when
breathing, and the dog even howls with the torture they oceasion. Having
now accomplished the object of our stay, captain Lewis determined to leave
sergeant Gass with two men and four horses-to assist the party who arg ex~
pected to carry oar effects over the portage, whilst he, with Drewyer, and the
two Fields, with six horses, proceeded to the sources of Ma.r:a.a river, Ac-
cordingly, early in the morning, ¢RI
Wednesday, 16, captain Lewis descended in a skm*’canoe 'to the lower ‘m!e
of Medicine river, where the horses had previously been sent, and then rode
. with his party to the fall of forty-seven feet, wheré he halted for two hours' to
dine, and took a sketch of the fall. In the afternoon they proceeded o the
great Falls, near which they slept under a shelving rock, with a happy exemp-
tion from musquitoes, These Falls have lost much of their grandeur sinee'we
saw them, thé river being much lower now than at that time, thongh they still
form a most sublime spectacle. As we ‘came along, we met several white
bear, but they did not venture to attack us.. There were but few buffaloe, how=
ever, the large having principally passed the river, directed their course down-
wards. There are, g3, usnal, great numbers of goats and ﬁtﬂobwdw
through the plains, and*large flocks of geese, which raise their young about the
entrance of Medicine river. We observe here also the cuckoo, or as it is some+
times called, the raincraw, a ﬁrd' whcb is not known eitbe! within or west of
the'B.o&y mountains, % e Gy Uik 1 reiiie S S ni nd .ﬁui
“Thursday, 17. After taking a second dmng'ht ol' ﬁe Fﬂh. WM
directed his course N. 10° W. with an intention of - M&gmwm
point to which he had ascended it in 1804, ‘The country'is here-spread into
wide and level plains; swelling like the ocean, in which' the view is uninter-"
rupted by @ single treeor shrab, auwdﬁmma&mebywm
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the plainsyof the Columbia, or those lower downithe Missouri, When dry it
cracks; and. is hard and ‘thirsty while in its wet state: jit is as soft and slimy as 2%
soap. . . The grass is naturally short, and at this time is stiil more'so from the

a

recent. passage of the buffaloe. »
Among the birds which we met was the party-cgloured plover, withe the

head and neck of a brick red, a bird which frequents the little ponds scattered,
over the plains.  Afier travelling twenty miles we reached Tansy river, and as .
we could not go as far as Maria’s river this evening, and’perhaps not fihd either
wood or water before we arrived there, we determined to encamp. As we ap-
proached the. river, we saw the fresh track of a bleeding buffaloe, a circum-
stance by no means pleasant, as it indicated the Indians had been hunting, and
were not far from ws, The tribes who principally frequent this country, are
the anetareea of Fort de Prairie, and the Blackfoot Indians, both of whom
are vicious and. profligate rovers, and we have therefore every thing o fear, not
only from their stealing our horses; but even our arms and baggage, if they are
sufficiently strong. In order therefore to avoid, if possible, an interview with
them, we hurried . across the river; to a thick wood, and having turned out the
horses to, graze, Drewyer went in quest of the buffaloe to kill it, and ascertain
whether, the wound was given: by, the Indians, while the rest reconnoitred the
whole country, . In about three hours they all returned without having seen the
buffaloe or any Indians in the plains. 'We then dived, and two of the party
resumed their search, but could see no signs of lLodians, and we therefore slept
insafety. ‘Taunsy river is here about fifty yards wide, thongh its water occupies
enly. thirty-five, feet, .and is not more than three in depth. It most probably
rises ‘within the first range of the Rocky mountains, and its general course is
from east to -west;.and as far as we are able to trace it through wide bottoms,
well supplied. with both.the long .and broad-leafed cottonwood. . The hills on
its: banks, are from one hundred to one hundred and -ﬁ&) feet in height, and
possess blufls of eanth, like the lower part of the Missouric the bed is formed
of small, grayel and(mud; the water iturbid, and of a whitish tint ; the banks
low, but never overflowed ; in short, except in depth and velomty, it is a pert‘eet
mtmmmmno ptoumtb Biosse o cotinl WeE )
= Fridays 18,4 listle before mmmﬂwed»ron a.comse N 25, W
&mMangdqheq «of a high plain, which divides the'w
* of, Maria.and Lansy rivers, and a mile further reached a..oreek »of the former,
MWW wide; thongh with no water except in occasional pools
| bed mmmrfu twelve miles through thick
| "“‘?W&W buffaloe, that
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the whele, seemed to be a single herd. -Accompanying  thern were: great: pmmns
Bers of wolves, besides yhich we saw some antelopes and hares. - Aftet dinner
we left the ereek, which we called Buffaloe creek, and crossing the plain for
six _failes, canfe to Maria’s river, and encamped in.a grove of cottonweod; on
its western side, keepigg watch through the might lest we shounld be: surprised
by the Indians, Captain Lewis was now convinced that he was above the point
. to which he bad formerly ascended, and fearing that some branch might -come
w.on tht north, betwéen that point and our present position, he enrly in the
wmorning, .
1 Saturday, 19, idespatched two huntan, who descended tha river m'h d»
rection north 80° east, till they came to out: former position, at the distance of
six. miles, without seecing any stream exeept Buffaloe ereek. Having coms=
pleted an observation of the sun’s meridian gltitude, captain Lewis proceeded
along the north side of Maria's river. - The bottoms are in general about half
a'mile wide, and possess considerable quantities of cottonwood timber, and an
underbrush, consisting of honeysuckle, rose bushes, narrow-leafed willow, and
the plant called by the engagees, buffaloe grease. 'The plains are level and
beantifol, but the soil is thin and overrun with prickly pears. ' It consists of &
sort of white or whitish-blue eclay, which after being trodden; when wét, by the:
‘buffaloe, stands up in sharp hardpeints, which areas painful to the horses asithe
great quantity of small gravel, which is every-where scattered over the ground,
is in other parts of the plains. The bloffs of the river are high, steep, and
irregular, and composed of a sort of earth which easily dissolves and slips into
the water, though with occasional strata of freestone near the tops. The bluffs
of the Missouri above Maria’s river, differ from these, in consisting of a firm
red or yellow clay, which does not yield to water, and a large proportion‘of
rock. The buffaloe are not so abundant as they were yesterday ; but there are
still antelopes, wolves, geese, pigeons, doves, hawks, ravens, crows, larks, and
sparrows, though the curlew bas disappeared. At the distance of eight miles a
large creek falls in on the south side, and seven miles beyond it, another thirty
yards wide, which seem to issue from three mountains, stretching from east
to west, in a direction north 10° west from its mouth, and which, from their
loose, irregular, and rugged appearance, we called the Broken fountains,
That in the centre terminates in a conic spire, for which reason we call it the
Tower mountain. After making twenty miles we halted for the night, Indth
next mormng, .
Sunday, 20, continued our route up the river, through a country mw
Mﬂmhwepﬂdyuteﬂq watthﬂﬁl plains are more mq
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the appearances  of ‘mineral salts, common o the Mzmun ‘plains, jare more
abundant than usual ; these are discerned in all the pogls, which indeed at pre-
sent contain the mly water to be found throughout the plains, antl are so
strongly impregnated as to be unfit for amy use, except that of the butfglse,
who seem to preferitto even the water of the river, The low grounds are
well timbered, and contain also silk grass, sand-rush, wild liquorice, and sun-»
flowers, the barb of which are now in bloom. Besides the geese, ducks, and -
other birds common to the country, we have seen fewbr buffaloe to-8ay than
yesterday, though elk, wolves, and antelopes continue in equal numbers, - There
is ‘alsb much appearance of beaver, though none of otter. At the distance of
six miles we passed a creek from the south; eighteen miles farther one from
the morth ; four miles beyond which we encl.mped The river is here one
bundred and twenty yards wide, and its water is but little diminished as we
ascend. - Its: general course is very straight. From t.hoappmnt duoentﬂf
the country to'the morth and above the Broken mountains, ‘it uemprohble
that the south branch of the Saskashawan receives some of its waters from these
plains; and that one of its/streams must, in descending from the Rocky moun-
tains, -pass mot! far from Maria's river, to the north-east of the Broken moun-
tains; ' We 'slept in peace, without being ‘annoyed by the mlm[ultm wlud:
nrhwammdnuwleﬁ&e Whnebenulmd: :
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CHAP. XXXII.

EAPTAIN LEWIS AND HIS PARTY ETILL PROCEED ON THE nours ununonzn m
THE LAST CHA‘PTBII. AND ARRIVE AT THE FO.IIKB OF MARIA® B RIVEII. OF WHICB
RIVER A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION 15 GITEN_ALARMED BY THE EVIDENCE

/THAT THEV ARE IN THE NEIGHBOVAHOOD OF UNFRIENDLY INDIANS, AND MUCH
DISTRESSED FOR WANT or-unrmouﬁ, THE WEATHER PROVING UNFAVOURABLE,
THEY ARE COMPELLED TO RETURN—THE FACE OF THE COUNTRY DESCRIBED—

_ANTERVIEW WITM THE UNFRIENDLY INDIANS, 'CALLED  MINNETAREES , OF

FORT DE PRAIRIE—MUTUAL CONSIER}\‘AI‘ION-—RSSOLFTLDH OF CAPTAIN LEW;‘U—-.—

THEY ENCAMP TOGETHER FOR fllE NIGHT, APPARENTLY WITH AHIO#BLE Dig=

" POSITIONS—THE CONVERSATION THAT ENSUED BETWEEN nir.ss NEW \'ISI‘I‘.;‘K:I".I
—THE CONFLICT OCCASIONED BY THE INDIANS' ATTEMPTING To SEVZE THE RIFLES
AND HORSES OF THE PARTY, IN WHICH ONE 1§ MORTALLY WOUNDED—CAPTATN
LEWIS KILLS ANOTHER INDIAN, AND'HIS NARROW ESCAPE—HAVING TAKEN FOUR
HORSES BEUONGING TO THE INDIANSy; THEY HASTENED WITH ALL EXPEDITION
TO JOIN THE PARTY ATTACHED TO CAPTAIN CLARKE—ARRIVING, NEAR, THE
MISSOURI THEY ARE ALARMED BY THE SOUND OF RIFLES, WHICH PROVES FOR-
TUNATELY TO BE FROM THE PARTY OF THEIR FRIENDS UNDER THE oonqmb

OF SERGEANT OBDWRY—THE TWO DETACHMENTS TllUE FOB.TUNATBLY U l'l'

LEAVE -num: HORSES, AND DESCEND THE MISSOURI in cANORE-THEY ao‘u-
“INUE THEIR ROUTE DOWSN THE RIVER To FPORNM A JONCTION Wit oABTAYN
ELARKE—VAST OUANTITIES OF GAME FOUND IN THEIR 'PASSAGE 'DOWN THE
RIVER—CAPTAIN LEWIS ACCIDENTALLY WOUNDED BY ONE OF HIS OWN, PARDY
 —~THEY PROCEED DOWN THE lluon.iu, AND AT LENGRH JOIN CAPTAIN GLARKE.
<

1%

whatians Al oY ST ey
Moxpay, 21, A7 sunrise we pfoeeeded“]ong the northern side of the ‘river
for a short distance, when finding the ravines too steep, wé crossed to'the south; |
but after contrauing three miles, returned to the ‘north and took 'eur coarse
- through the plains, at some distance from the river. After mxﬁm dﬁ
we came to the forks of the river, the largest branch of - “which' beats |
wést to the mountains, while ‘the course ‘of the other is worth 40%
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‘halted fo dinn er,and believing, on examination, that the northern branch cargh’
from the mountains, and would probably lead us to the most northern extent of
Maria’s river, we proceeded along, though at a distance ovey the plalps, till
we struck it eight miles from the junction. 'Fhe river is about thirty yakds
wide, the water clear, but shallow, rapid, and unfit for navigation. Tt is clasely
confined between cliffs of frecstone, and the adjacent country broken and poor?
‘We crossed to the south side, and proceeded for five mlies, till we encamped °
under a chiff, where not seeing any timber, we made a fire of buffaloe Jung, and
passed the night. The next day; :

Tuesday, 22, we went on; but as the ground was now steep and unequal,
and the horses’ feet very sore, we were obliged to proceed slowly. . The river is
still coufined by freestone cliffs, till at the distance of seven miles the - country
opens, is less covered with gravel, and has some bottoms, though gdestitute' of
timber or underbrush. - The river here makes a considerable bend to the norti-
swest, so that we crossed the plains for eleven miles when we again crossed the
river. - Here we halted for dinner, and having no wood, made a fire of the dung
‘of biiffaloe, with which we cooked the last of our meat, except a piece of spoiled
buffaloe. Our course then lay across a level beautiful plain, with wide bottoms

" near the bank of the river. The banks are about three or four feet high, but are,
not overflowed.  After crossing «for ten miles a bend of the river towards the
south, we saw, for the first time during the day, a clump of cottonwood trees
in an extensiverbottom, and halté® there*for the night. 'I'his place is about ten
miles below the foot of the Rocky mountains; and being now ablé to trace dis-
tinctly that the point at which the river issued from those mountains, was to the
south of west, we concluded that we had reached its most northern point, and as
vge have ceased to hope that any branches of- Maria’s river extend as far north as
the ﬁmeth degree of latitude, we deem it useless to. progeed further, and. rely
chiefly on Milk and Whiteearth.rivers for the desired oundary. We therefore
determined to. remain - here two days, for the purpose of muking the BRROY
‘observations,; and resting our horses. - T'he next morning,

© “Wednesday, 23, Drewyer was sent to examine the’ bearings of the river,
Aillits entrance info the mountains, which he found to be at the distance o ten
‘miles, and’in @ direction south 50° west; he had seen also the remains of memhiv
, afieleven Jeathern Jodges, recently abandoned, which induced us to suppose. that
" the Miunetarees of-Fort de Prairie are somewhere in this mﬂshbﬂlbwdi a sus-

' 'Wbyhm ‘the hunters, wh N
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The course of the monntains still - continues from south-east to north-wests in
which last direction from us, the front range appears to terminate abruptly; at
“the distance of_thirty-five miles. Those which are to the south-west, and more
diftmctly in view, are of an irregular form, composed chiefly of clay, with a very
small mixtare of rock, without timber, and although low, are yet partially covered
* with snow to their bases. The river itself has nearly double the volume of water
" which it possessed when we first saw it below, a circumstance to be aseribed,
no doubt, to the great evaporation and absorption of the water in its passage
through these open plains. 'The rock in this neighbourhood is of a white colour,
and a fine grit, and lies in horizontal strata in the bluffs of the viver. We attempted
to take some fish, but could procure only a single trout. We had, therefore,
nothing to eat, except the grease which we pressed from our tainted meat, and
formed a mush of cows, reserving one meal mdre of the same kind for to-moyrow.
We have seen near this place a number of thé whistling squirrel, common- in the
country watered by the Columbia, but which we observed here for the first time
in the plains of the Missoari. The cottonwood too, of this place, is ‘similar to
that of the Columbia. Quar observations this evening were prevented-by-dmb.
The weather was clear for a short time in the morning, - BT
Thursday, 24, but the sky soon clonded over, and it rained: durlag lhtlu&.f
the day. 'We were therefore obliged to remata one day longer for the purpose
of completing our observations. Qur situation now became unpleasant from the
rain, the coldness of the air, and the tutal absence of all game; for the hunters
could find nothing of a largekind, and we were obliged to subsist on a few pigeons
and a kettle of mush made of the remamder of our: luudof cows. th-
plied us with one more meal in the morning, 1 Wy ¥ i onid
Friday, 25, when finding M&emﬂaﬁmuﬂrmﬂﬂd&mp
here, two of the men were despatched to hunt. They returned in the evening
with a fine buck, on which we fared sumptuously, Iuo: their excursion they had
gone as far as the “main branch of Maria's river, at the: distance of ten-miles,
through an open extensive valley, in which were scattered a great numberiof
]dpugl’ evacuated. The next merping,y i v ANl sabehd GaeE
~ ‘Saturday, 26, the weather was still clondy, so that no observation could be
made, and what added to our disappointment; captain Lewis's chronometer
mppedyeuadsy from some unknown cause, though when set in motion sgain_
it m-uu. th W“M%W .“, 3
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anddeaving with reluctance our position, which we now named Catap Disapy
pointment, directed our course across the open plains in @ direction nearly south-
east; At twelve miles distance we reached a branch of Marias river, ghout
sixty-five yards wide, which we crossed, and continued along its southern side for
two aniles, where it is joined by another branch, nearly equal in size, from “the
south-west, and far more clear than the north branch, which is turbid, thoi:gb .
the beds of both are composed of pebbles. We now decided on pursuing this °
viver to its junction with the fork of Maria's river, which we had ascended, and
then cross the country obliquely to Tansy river, and descend that stream to its
confliience with Maria's river. We, therefore, crossed and descended the river,
and at-one mile below the junction, halted to let the horses graze in a fertile
bottom, in which were some Indian lodges, that appeared to have been inhabited
during the last winter. We here discern more timber than the country,ip general
possesses ;. for besides an undergrowth of rose, honeysuckle, and redberry busheq,
and asmall quantity of willow timber, the three species of cotton wood the narrow-
leafed, the broad-leafed, and the species known to the Columbia, though here
seen;for the first time on the Missouri, are all united at this place. Game, too,
appears in greater abundance. We saw a few antelopes and wolves, apd killed a
huek, besides which we saw also two of the small burrowing foxes of the plains, ,
about the size of the common domestic cat; and of a reddish brown eolour,
except the tail, which is black.

1 At the distance of three nnles, we ascended the hills ¢lose to the river s:de,
while Drewyer pursued the valley of the river on the opposite side. "But scarcely
had captain Lewis reached the high plain, whenhe saw about a mile on his left, a
collection of about thirty horses. He immediately halted, and by the aid of his
spy-glass, discovered that one half of the horses were saddled, and that on the
eminence above the horses, several Indians were looking down towards the river,
probably at Drewyer. - This was a most unwelcome nght Their probable
numbers rendered any contest with them of doubtful issue ; iaa.ttempttoesmpa,
would ouly invite pursuit, and our horses were so bad that we must certainly be
overtaken ; besides which, Drewyer could not yet be aware that the Indians
WMF‘W ..hn would most probably be sacrificed. We therelbre
: est. of mammm,nndadmto!mﬂs them in a

friendly manner. - Whe flag: which we had bronght in case of any such accident
: 'W#mpmm slowly our march towards them.
:  attentic _mw mmrmmwme did not ipmedi-
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dwwibh‘?-honq%hnp guu-!bg{ f' the ‘efninence , to which'they then retarned,
a8 if o wait, our arrival.* Wben cadfe within @ ‘quirter of & mile; one of the
izns mounted and rode peed to receive us; but whew withinf &
hungred paces of us, he balte captaid Lewis, who had alighted: to- reccive
_him, held out his hand, and beckfn‘u'f to him to approsch ; he only looked at us
_ for some time, and then., without sa ng a wotd, retui‘ﬂed%hmmqiamni with
as much, haste as he hpﬂ .dyméd "The whole party ‘How ‘descended the: hill
and rode mwd. ns, "As yet we saw only eight, but présumed that thiere must
be more behind ns, as therg were m ral hqrset saddled. 'We however advanced,
and;, captain Lewis, now to'f& his i:wo men tﬁat ‘he believed these were the
Minnetarees of Fort de P rairie, who, from their infarots ‘cHarsotery would in
all probability atterpt to mb t.‘ham{ ; but being determined to die, ratherthan lose
_ his, papess.and instruments, he intended to resist to the last extremity, and
advised them to do the | nmt:?ﬁ{tp'be %iﬁhmﬁwﬂmhqm
tion to attackins; Whent twd Tes umemlnamma,ud.dqa
othernllthelndunq,ex ’_ ed'; ‘captdin Lewis ‘therefore ordered his
tweomen to halt while h'; advam: anda ' mg"ﬂnﬂ with the Indian, went
«on/and did the sume with_the othe& in 'thé rear, while the Indian himself shook
‘hands with the two men. They ‘.in now came up; and after’ alighting, the
Imdians asked, to, qqnpke Iw1th us Uap‘uﬁh Fewis, who was very anxious for
Drewyer's safety, told them the man who had gol'.!b downt ‘the river had the pipe,
and. requested- thqj;astheg hﬁt,lis ‘M’mfmtwy R.
Pields to bring him back, mtlns they ‘s ; and Pields went with a young
v ,ymnf‘])qgnf;1 Cup l uﬁ ‘tow m bfl%‘fw
swere the Minnetarees of the north, and
“SiDmapiion wBs 100, 100, °*i‘°“‘|£: '
them, .. hey pointéd gt three ;, hut fhotg
1 thought sbest to plp,gj% 1 Bgtu{g"‘ me»aﬂ-g:wm-t
these presents, and now B‘o&tn thie dgitation inte whieh our au.,hp-
MMM» them, for.ﬂ'lpy WQref!eilﬂr friore alarmed then ourselves at the
meeting, I gur tuen, hqwever, we beciie equally satisfied on finding that
' they. ere not joined by any more am‘mmm
qw.a.mb f?’m&ﬁ 3
being armed mith, on)
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descending a ' very steep bluff, two hundred pndﬁﬁ] fout h;gh. encapmped in a,
small bottom. Here the Indians formed a large semjeircular tent of dressed
‘buffaloe skins, in which the two parties assembled, and by the means of Brewyer,
the evening wasspent in conversation with the Indians, They ififormed us that
they were a part of ‘a large band which at present lay encamped on the main
branch of Maria’s river, near the foot of the Rocky mountamu. and at the-dis-,
tance of o day and a half’s_journey from this place. * Another large band were |
hunting buffaloe near the Broken mountains, from which they would proeeed in a
l‘mv dtyufta thenorthof Maria's river. With the first of these there was a white
+They-added, that from. ﬁhul pla.ce to the establishment on the Saskasha-
at:wimh ‘they trade, is only six_days’ easy march; that is, suchia’ diy's
Mumhmade with their women and cluldren. s0 that we compuited the
distance at: one hundred and fifty miles, There they cau'ythe skins of wolves
undsome beavers, and ‘exchange them for guns, ammunition, blankets; bpirituons
Hiquors; and the wrticles. of fndian traﬂie. Captain Lewis in tara informed thein
that he (had-come from,a great ﬂ;stnnce up the large river which rans towards
thievising dun’; that he had been, as far as the great lake where the sun sets;
that hé -had seen many nations, the g'rcate.r part of whom were at war with each
nﬂmr,rbntdrjrhnmoqqure restored to peace ; and all’had beent invited to
‘eowierand trade with him west of tl;e mnn,ntams he was now on his way home;
‘atthad left bis companions at the Falls, and come in search of the Minnetarees,
ih hopes-of inducing them to hve at peu:e with fhﬁu‘ neighbours, and’ to visit
m'u-adi-grhmﬁhndhqoukl be formed at the entrance of Maria’s’ river.
"'Pliey’ said that they were anxious of be_mg at!_pel'be with the Tushepaws, bat
"tlibse people had dately killed a_number of their relations, as they proyed by
ann&wnbmi .the party who had their hair cut s a sigi' of ‘mourning.
“Phey wereequally willing, they added to come down and trade with ws. Cap-

“taiti‘Eiewis thetefore proposed. thqt. they, should send sofi of their ‘young - men
torinvite gl MM}»MW qt,thn-mouth of Maria’s tiver, and the vestof

“Hieparty togo with ““IMM}WW he hoped to find his men, offering
“thétter horses and some tobacco in case they would accompany ws.  To-this

‘he a0 ™ Endm J"“'.Y f’ondnffheplpe, captain l’aans{ who

meﬁ? atabdnnngtbanight. smoked with them

. “tihtif aduteshour, and a8 soon;as they were all asleep, he woke R. Fields, and

WW us allin case mhﬁﬂiﬁﬁ the camp, a3 they would pro-

Nially apre he. ag,&ornlgﬁiidhd?ﬂﬁ%thtﬁt
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Sunday, 27, the Indians got up and crowded round the fire, near which J.
Tads, who was'then op watch, had carelessly left his rifle, near the head of his
brother? who was still asleep.  One of the Indums slipped behind him, and un-
percived, took his brother's and his own nﬂe, while at the. same. time, two others
. seized those of Drewyer and captain Lewis.  As soon as Fields turned round,
« he*saw -the Indian running off with the rifles, and instantly calling his brother,
they pursted him for fifty or sixty yards, and just as they overtook him, in the
seuffle for the rifies, K. Fields stabbed him through the heart with his knife; the
Indian ran about fiftéen stops and fell dead. 'They now ran back with, their
#ifles to the camp. ~ The moment the fellow touched his gun, Drewyer, who was
awake, jurped up and wrested it from him. The noise awoke ceptain Lewis
who instantly started from the ground, and reached to seize Bisg'un, but ﬁndnqg
it gone, drew a'pistol from his belt, and tosning about, saw the Indian  run-
ning off 'with it. 'He ‘followed hiin, and ordered him to lay it down, which
he was doing just'as the Fields came up, and were talung aim to phoot lum,
when captain Lewis ordered thiem wot to fire, as the Indian did not appesr to
intend any misclief. © He dropped the gun, and was going off sl‘owlg, as Drew-
yeér cawie out, and asked permission to kill him, but this capl.mn Lewis forbad,
as e had hot yet atterapted to shoot us. But finding that the Indians were now
* endeavouring to drive off all the horses, he ordered three of them: to follow, the
nmin party who were chasing the horses up the river, and fire instantly upon
the thieves ; while he, Wwithout taking time to run for his shot-pouch, pur-
suéd the fellow who had stolen his guon and another Indian, who were driy-
ing away the horses on the left of the camip. "He pressed them so eloaely, that,
they Jeft twelve of their horses, but continned to drive off one qf our own, M‘
the distance of three hundred paces they entered a mep nu‘.he in. the river,
‘bluffs, when captain Lewis, Mugtobmtchoutof ,‘ﬂl@ﬂpy
further, called out; u8'l'did several times befote, ﬂn; anless they ga g" the,
horse hewould shogt them.” As e ruised his gun, “one oi' the ;nd ey
behiid arock and spoke o ‘the other, who ‘stopped a | “thirts
paces, -as captain Lewis shot him in' the 'beil h
-uquv ‘but rning!lumelf tlttﬂe, ﬁred.
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ordered hitn'to call out to them to desist fromm the pursmt, as we eonld take the
horses of the Indians in place of our own, but they were at too great a dis-
tance to hear him. He therefore returned to the camp, and whilst he ‘was*sagd-
dlihg- the horses, the Fields returned with four of our own, having followed «the
Tndiahs uhtil two of them swam the river, two others aacended the hills, so that ,
the horses became dispersed. We, however, were rather gainers by this contest, for
we took four of the Indian horses, and lost ouly one of our own. Besides which,
we found in the camp four shields, two bows with guivers; and one of .the guns
whlcb we took with us, and also the flag which we had, presented to them,. but
1eft the medal round the neck of the dead man, in order that they might be in-
formed who we were. The rest of their baggage, except some buffaloe meat,
we léft : and as there was no time to be lost, we mounted our horses, and after
aseending the river lulls, took our course through the beautiful level plams in @
direction a little to the south of east, We had no doubt but that, we shounld b& °
lmmed'iately pursued by a much larger party, and that as soon as. intelligence
was grven to the band near the Broken mountains, they would hasten, to. the
moutb of Maria’ 5 nver to intercept us.. 'We hope, however, to be there before
them, ‘so'h’s i;o fo a 1 junction with our friends, ‘We therefore pushed ‘our horses
as fast : as we. yo&m ly‘ could ; and  fortunately for us, the Indiab horses were. very *
g’«b’&d fhe pfams perfectly level and without many stones. or prickly. pears, and,
itf ‘fine order for travelling after the late rams. . At eight miles from our; camp
we pamed a st.rmm forty ya.rds wide, t0. which, from the occurrence.of the,
mbﬁi‘m we gave the name ot Bpttle river. At three o'clock we reached Rose
river, : ie mﬂes above where we had formerly passed it, and having now come
b? estimate s:xty-three lmles, halted for an hour and a half to refresh  our,
hbiﬁe} then ursm.d om' Jjourney seventesn miles further, when, as the night
cﬁﬂia on, we ﬂled a buﬁ'aloe, and again stopped for twg hours. . The sky was

!’«’a 'im e bl;rt as tl:e moon gave light enopgh to,sboq us the route, we.
ng through immeuse herds of buffaloe for, twenty; miles, and then,
: ex ﬂil:!;li! ’I{}ith_ i"atxgue‘ qll:ei:l attwo in the morning, o0 g
_' 1y, ﬁ‘rést ourselves and the horses. . At day-light we. avioke sore’,
sarce ‘eit sta?,n *b\}lt;n our own. hggs, quweﬂfgp those of our mpﬂ:

e - forward, we mounted our horses .and sat;out.s

n of cross 1 i at t@GrogW where Rose |
app : ,spdmsdawtha side of it -
‘ ,.‘Hgm; ction of the two rivers, ‘which he .
vhole in the mcan tlma mck fhe chnoes ME
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'ﬂllrpllt, wqﬁ:hminldhuputyxtwumwthurduty to risk their lives
“for thiewr friends and ‘companions ; that he would proceed immediately to the
~pojiit, to givé the alarm to the cances, and 1fthey had not yet arrived, he would
rakt the Missouri, and after hiding the bag ;age, ascend the river on foot through
« 'the woods till he met them, He told them also, that it was his detérmination,
. <incasethey wéro attackéd. in crossing the plains, to tie the bridles of the horsed,
vand stdnd together till they had either routed their enemies, or sold their lives as
vdearly as possible. To this they all assented, and we therefore continued our
“route to the eastward, till at the distance of twelve miles we came nepr the
Missouri, when we heard a noise which seemed like the report of & gun, We
stherefore. quickened our pace for eight miles further, and about five miles
from the Grog spring now heard distinctly the noise of several nﬂes from tﬂe
?wim ‘We hurried to the bank, and saw wuh exquisite satlsfactwn qunJ fpends
,«coming down thé river. They landed to greet us, & a.ft.er tummg our horses
losse; we-embarked with our baggage, and went down to the spo't where we
had made a depesit. This, after rwqpmnenng the athacant conntrj we
~opened ; but unfortunately the cache had caved in, and most of the articles were
- injured. "We took whatever was still wgrth preserying, and un 1atéfy pro-
" eeeded to the peint, whemwpfpnqdoarde utamgnm!order singular
‘good fortune, we were heve joined hy aerg.eant Gw and Wullatd l‘x_-qmle ‘
-wtho had been ordered to bring the horses here to  assist in oone:-ﬁﬁg‘ meat for
- the voyage,.as it .had heen,cﬁmhtq, that, hp‘ mn?esl{:rotﬂd reach t‘h[s Tace
v much soener than captain Lewis's party, A,ftg 8, very “Fn'\ifi sho‘vaJer' 0 nun
-and il attended with violent, thunder and_lightning, we left tbe vomt- and
giving a fiwal discharge te our horses, went over to ﬁhe island whire we biad
“Jeft ourired perioque, which however we found so gn ecay.ed gln_i w
“'mo means of repairing her "NW’«‘M :1 u PR
" proceeded down.the  river fifteen miles, and pnmm? ﬁ‘i uu
::-, u;s;:i ~which was of the WF:;’rlﬁﬂfP‘] W%“}ﬂ first of that ;
. we remarked as'we ascend
. . Bergeant Ordway’s party, which bﬂp ﬁm"mm Jﬁaﬁlgﬁ}dﬁvﬁw&e
lﬁ,h&ﬂieuﬁedem safety tothe Whitebear i
19th; and 'after collecting tl!ﬂlhsmfa"ﬂ:ﬁ s'
m ‘periogpe, and five canoes, while and Wi r ;?'E
Pt iesilayy 89 Am ,
N"nommofmﬂmgadlelter,wéhymﬂw in, and he whéle da
mnmdsoaxpoud. ’Hletwnqll mmMu order to Tiant
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elk and buffaloe, which are in immense quantigies, saas to provide sheltgr as well
as food for the party. We then proceeded very rapidlywith the aid of a strong
current, and after passing at pne o’clock the Natural walls, encantpeé late in
the evening at our former encampment of the 20th of May, 1805. The ritgmis -
now as high as it has been during the present season, ‘and every little fivuletsdis-
charges torrents of water, which bring down suach quantities of mudand sand,s
that we can scarcely drink the water of the Missouri.' The buffaloe continue to -
be very numerous, but the elk are few. The bighorns, however, are In great
numbers along the steep cliffs of the river, and beingwow in fine order, 'their
flesh “is extremely tender, delicate, and well flavoured, and resembles in colour
and flavour our mutton, though it is not sostrong. - Thehrown eurlew. hasdisap-
peared, and has-probably gone to some oﬂ:ler cﬁmuelﬁermng ;lts ydng'm
these plains.
Wednesday, 30. The rain still" prevented us from sl#ppmg to dry oar: b«q
gage, and we therefore proceeded with'a strong current, which; joined to our oars,
enabled us to advance at the rate of seven miles ‘an hour.. We went-on shore
several times for the purpose of hunting, and proeured several bighorns,  two
bnﬂ’aloe, a bewer, an elk, and a femalé brown bear, whose talons were six-
wq_ﬂnrl:er inches in feng'th' In' the evening we dnc:m'ped ﬂn*nn-' llhhﬂ t“dl
] above ( Geodnch“s island, and early in the morning, 10y oild
= Thursday, 31, continued our route’ in ‘the rain, passing; dmg ihe M
pnrt of the day, through high pine hills, sitceeeded by low grounds aboundingyin
timber and game. The buffaloe ar¢ scarce ; but we procured fifieen elk; four-
teen deer two‘bxg-homs, and a beaver: Ttlefelk are in fine order, particalarly
. the males, who now herd tog'dher’in small parties. ' Their horns have. reachied
u' fuil grqwth but still retain the vélvet or skin' which covers them. Through
ottoms are scattered a nmmber of lodges, some of-whieh seem to- have been
m wlﬁnter, and were probably” occupied by the Minuetarees of Fort de
“river is still and more mnddy than sve have ever seen
"LL m“’gﬂﬂ took shelter”froms the rain in some old Indian-
{W\ H&)t;milw below the entrance of North-mountain creek, and then
o T ¢
(

ffn‘:a

8 Jisl, had dogly ey «yowleQ tuan_“r. .
1, at aii early hodr. “We passed the Museleshell river at
MMWWWM ‘Indian lodges; /where ~ '
Mf& the rain stitl continwed, ;and we featted
of the ‘.{ vould M&yw eonstantly wet. Having
exposed the  we'proceeded to-hunt. . Thenext.
i lon JUET 88 g val 3w wmtlade o Yo b 3o r"*‘m an ‘,‘Au,..h :
IS 1mh ﬂlb&ﬂd’»iﬂ! 1SR ap0ui lggn«. 0wt odT °  hasoirs oz Bomiiaes
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Mmuhpwanﬂhf sup. Such is the immediate effect of  fair weather,

thiletin® )8t gyenjiig, the sinps bas. fallen. ¢ighteen; inches.. . o, men, were
© sert, forward in"a canoe to hunt; and now, haviog reloaded.our cances,ive resoly-

‘ed te go on as fast as possible, and accordingly set out, SO
« .Sunday, 3 atan ealy hour, and without stopping as usual to cook a dimer,
. encamped in the evening ‘two. miles above onr camp of . May 12, 1805. . We

were hefe joined by the two hunters, who had killed twenty-nine deer m‘
they, left us. These animals are in great abundonce inthe river bottoms, and
" very gentle:, We passed alsoa great number of elk, wolves, some. hear, beaver,
geese, a-fev, ducks, the party-coloured coryus, a calumet eagle, some bald eagles,
aud, red-headed . wmm bl..ﬁ very, tew bqﬁahe By, four,. o' elock. next
w&, 5 - SYIHIES i1 5ilt 3o eitwld m; i
. ,..and’ay. 4, !e,mne aswn in, mouon, A&,elewx we E&lﬂﬂdﬂbﬂsm
,r,r(tpr -which hap,mg a bold, even, but qugcnmbm yards in width,
and halted for a few minutes at the month of Milk river,, This stream.is, at;prer
sent full of water, resembling in colour that of the Missouri, andas it possesses
quite as much water as Maria’s river,;we have no doubt that it extendsto a con-
siderable distance towards the north. .. ‘We here killed a very large rattlesnnke.
Soon after we passed seyeral herds,of buffaloe. and elk). and eucamped.at night,
mwtv below. the gulf, en the nerth-gast side of the niver;, For the fisst time
s season we were saluted with the, cry, of the whippearwill, ot geatsucker ofshe
w-—“ owitmo1ot mrbusiorosm o Nef Sohassds oW molad 2slim wel s 20
"+ Puesday, 5. We ?Mw.mme&mﬁmm twgiof
Mma ho had gope achead in a canoe to days ago, but who were,at
ce from the river, as we passed them. they did not,mlm

y. had passedus in tl mw
neim m
ﬂwﬂk" eﬁmﬂnﬂ

@m m‘m‘ﬂ
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© ‘Wednesday, 6; but after we had passed. Porcupine river, were, by the high
wind, obliged to lie by until four o’clock, when the wind abating we continued,
and at ‘might encamped five miles below our camp of the st *of , May,
1805.  Here we were again drenched by the mn, which lasted all the-d‘ext '
morning, '
Thursday, 7 ; but being resolved, if possible, to reach the Yellowstone, 2
distance of eighty-three miles, in the course of the day, we set out early, and”
being favoured by the rapid current and good oarsmen, proceeded with great
speed. In passing Martha's river, we observed that its mouth is at present a
quatter of 4 mile lower than it was last year. Here we find for the first time
the appearance of coal-burnt hills and pumicestone, which seem always to
accompany each other. At this place also are the first elms and dwarf cedars
in the bluffs of the river. The ash first makes its appearance in, one solitary
tree at the 'Ash rapid, but is seen occasionally scattered through the low grougds -
at ‘the Elk rapid; and thence downwards, though it is generally small. The
wholé' country on the north-east side, between Martha and Milk rivers, is a
beautiful level plain, with a soil much more fertile than that higher up the river.
The baffaloe, elk, and other animals still continue numerous ; as,are also the
beur; who lie in  wait at the crossing places, where they seize elk and the weakeyr
eittlé, and then stay by the carcase in order to keep off the wolves, till the whole
is'devoured. At four o'clock we reached the mouth of Yellowstone, where we
found & note from captain Clarke, informing us of his intention of waiting for
us a few miles below. We therefore left a memoranduia for our*two huntsmen,
whoii we now ‘supposed must be behind 'us, and then pursued our course till
night ‘camé on, and ‘not being-t‘bieio overtake captain Clarke, we encamped.
_ﬂi‘-{hé'moming, bib _ '9E8d 3 : _
"Priday, 8, we sét out-in hopes of overtaking captain Clarke; but after
m g .to nearly ‘I.he entrance of 'Whité-earth river, without being able to
sée him, we were at a 14ss' What to conjecture. In this situdtion we landed, and
begiti'to’ citulk ‘and repair the canoes, as well as prepare some skins for clothing,
for'since we'left the Rocky mountains we have had no leisure to maka clothes, so
“that’ wm part’ of the men are almost naked. In these occupatichs we*
passed tifis and the following day, without any interruption except from the
W ‘irlﬂ:lr are very tahnblesome, and then having eompléted the repairs

W&E\n’%ﬂeﬂ“ i
'X' };"'l‘, ‘at' five in the afternoon; but the wmd and um _prg_.
venged | memm mceofwmm“v& The
meg J « * 1 > 3 :-
L] I *
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. Mondzy, 11; being anxious to.reach the Burnt hills by noonyin erder to
ascertain the latitade, we went forward with great rapidity ; but by the time we
veached that place, it was twenty minutes too late todake the meridian altitude.
" Héving lost the observation, captain Lewis observed on the opposite side of the
river, a herd of elk on a thick stndbar of willows, and landed with Cruzatte to
‘wunt them. ' Bach of them fived and shot-an elk. They then reloaded and took
* different _routes iin pursuit of the game, when just as captain Lewis was taking
aim at an elk, a ball sfrack him in the left thigh, about an inch below the joint
of the hip, and missing the bone, went through the left. thigh and grazed the
right to'the depth of the ball.' It instantly occurred to him that Cruzatte ‘must
have shot him by mistake for an elk, as he was dressed in brown leather, and
Cruzatte had not a very good eye-sight. He therefore called out that he was
shot, and looked towards the place from Which the ball came ;. but seeing
nothing, he called on Cruzatte by name several times, but received no answer.
He now thought that as Cruzatte was out of hearing, and the shot did notseem
to come from more than forty paces distance, it must have been fired by an
Indian ; and not knowing how many might be concealed in the bushes, he made
towards the perioque, calling out to Cruzatte to retreat, as there were Indians in

the willows. As soon as he reached the perioque, heé ordered the men to arms,

and mentioning that he was wounded, though he hoped not mortally, by the
Indians, bade them follow him to relieve Cruzatte. 'They instantly followed for
an hundred paces, when his wound became so painfal, and his thigh stiffened in
such a mannér, that he could go no further. He therefore ordered the men to
proceed, and if overpowered by nambers, retreat towards the boats, keeping up
a fire ; then limping back te the perioque, he prepared himself with his rifle, a
pistol, and the air-gun, to sell his life dearly in case the men should be ovit—
come. In this state of ‘anxiety and suspense he remained for about twenty
minutes, when the parfy returned with Cruzatte, and reported that no Indians
could be seen in the neighbourhood. Cruzatte was now much alarmed, and de-
clared that he had shot an elk after captain Lewis left him, but disclaimed every
idea of having intentionally wounded his officer. There was no doubt but that
he was the person who gave the wound, yet as it seemed to be perfectly acei-
dental, and Cruzatte had always conducted himself with propriety, “no farther
notice was taken of it. 'The wound was now dressed, and patent lint put into
the holes ; but though it bled considerably, yet as the ball had touched neither a
bone nor an artery, we hope that it may not prove fatal. As it avas; however,
impossible for bim to make the observation of the latitude of the Burnt hills,
which is chiefly denrablq. asbemgthemoat northempu'tl of &emh
E[' T .
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“declined remaining' till to-morrow, arid preceeded on till evening.s OCaptaip -

Lewis could not now be removed without great pain, as he bad a high
fever. He, !het'efore, remained on board during the night, and early'tbo m:t
morning,

Tuesday, 12, proceeded with as much expedition as poulble, and soon aﬁat
wards we put ashore to visit a camp, which we found to he that of Dickson ‘and®
Hancock, the two Illinois traders, who told us that they had seen capta.m Clarke -
yesterday. As we stopped with them, we were overtaken by our two hunters,
Colter and Collins, who had been missing since the third, and whose absence

excited much mnensiness. They informed ‘us, that after following us the first
day, they concluded that we must be behind, and waited for us during several
days, when they ‘were convinced of their mistake; and bad then come on as
vapidly as they could.” We made some presents to the two traders, and then
proceeded 1ill at one dctock we Jdmedom'ﬁ-mﬁhmdmmm cap-
fﬁnﬂlarke o ot o
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THE PARTY COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN CLARKE, PREVIOUS TO HIS BEING JOINED
BY CAPTAYN LEWIS, FROCEED ALONG OLARKE'S RIVER, IN PURSUANCE OF THE
ROUTE MENTIONED IN A PRECEDING CHAPTER—THEIR SORRY mmquuom oOF
OUR NATIONAL  ANNLVERSARY-—AN INSTANGE OF SACAJAWEAH'S STRENGEH, OF
MEMORY—DESCRIPTION OF THE RIVER AND OF THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY s“
THE PARTY PROCEED—SEVERAL OF THE nongzs ssx.ozqnmo TO THE PARTY aDP-,
POSED TO BE STOLBN BY TKEII IIDIAN NEIGH BOII RS—THEY RI&OB WIBDOI lllVEl
—EXTRAORDINARY HEAT OF A SPRING—THE STRONG ATTACHMENT OF THE PARTY

_FOR TOBACCO, WHICH THEY FIND ON'OPENING A CACHE-SdERGEANT ORDWAY mi/
COVERE THE HORSES—CAPTAIN CLARKE DIVIDES HIS PARTY, ONE DETACHMENT OF
WHICH WAS TO DESCEND THE RIVER—THEY REACH GALLATIN AND JEFEERSON -
RIVERS, OF WHICH A DESCRIFTION.A} GIVEN-—ARRIVE AT THE.VELLOWSRONE,
RIVER—SOME;ACCOUNT OF, OTTER AND REALER BIVERS—AN, EXAMELE OF INDIAN |
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of a large creek, where we let our horses graze, and after dinner resymed our
journey in the same direction we had pursued during the morning, till at the
distance of eighteen miles further, we encamped on the north side of* a large
creek. The valley became more beautiful as we proceeded, and ‘was diverSified
by a number of small open plains, abounding with grass, and a variety of swheet-
scented plants, and watered by ten streams which rugh from the westerne
mountains with considerable velocity. The mounta_i;ls themselves are covered -
with snow about one-fifth from the top, and some snow i8 still to be seeh on the
high points and in the hollows of the mountains to the eastward. In the course
of our ride we saw a great number of deer, a single bear, and some of the
burrowing squirrels common about the Quamash flats. The musquitoes too
were very. troublesome. .

“Friday, July 4. = Early in tl:a mormng t.hreo lmntm were sent out, and the
rest of the party having eollected the horses and breakfasted, we proceeded at
seven o’clock up the valley, which is now contracted to the width of from eight
to ten miles, with a good proportion of pitch-pine, though its low lands, as well as
the \bottoms of the creeks, are strewed with large stones. 'We crossed five
creekq pE dxﬁ'erent, sizes, but of great depth, and so rapid, that in passing the
last, ae.wewl. of . the horses were driven down the stream, and some of our bag-.
gage: wetted., -Near this. river.we saw the tracks of two Indians, whom we
supposed to be Shoshonees. Huving made sixteen miles, we halted at an early
hour for the purpose of doing honour to the birth-day of our country’s indepen-
dencg. " 'The festival was not very splendid, for' it consisted of a mush made ‘of
cows anﬂ a saddle of vemson, nor had we any thing to tempt us to prolong it.
We therefore went on till at the distance of a mile we came to a very lar
cl#k wlnch like all those in the valley, had an immense rapidity of descent;

refore proceeded up, for some distance, ih order to select the most

'm i 3 ) ‘for fording. Even thiere, however, ‘such ‘was the violence “of the
vz mﬁ up h iﬁé”“néél;" ”d’s“not higher thw the beéllies of the horses,
nce }" made in passing, caused the stream to rise ‘over their backs™ |

o " After passin ing the creek we ’inclined t6 the Teft, and "§oon “after
ﬁ'j j b a w]l‘ we had descended last yéar, near the spot where we " *
" on m ofSe 'ber’ ’A’lond this road we continued on the west 'l
'l':ots nver. I'nt thq d ita:hcj of thu*t.aen mﬂea, during which tvé .

p&,ﬁ[‘m‘,‘ wore deep 1 creeks, We reached its’ western branch, where e

egcamped, and hav t, out | wo hinters, despatchied some men to exdinine
H&%”m iR eo fuis he"ﬁnfq of to-dsy pommteﬂ of fﬂ‘ ('fee:'d. ¢
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‘though™ wé - Muw«*fa heai of' ibex, or b%m nyz daylight the next
mrﬂng-’ 3y M1 ity te ortyorr ehieoi
* Satfirday, July 5, we again e!ammed tho M and having ‘discovered what
we conceived to be the best, began the passage at a place where the river is
divided by small islands inte six different channels. We, however, orossed
* them all ‘without any damage, except wetting some of our provisions and
- merchandise ; and at the distance of a mile came to the eastern bramch, up
which ‘we procecded aboat a mile, till we came into the old road we had
descended in the autamn. Tt soon led us across the river, which we found had
fallen to the same depth’ at which we found it last autunin; and along its eastern
bank to the foot of the mountain wearly opposite Flower ereek. Here we
halted to let our horses graze, near a spot where there was still a fire.burning
and the traeks of two horses, which we presiimed to be Shoshonees ; and baving
dried all our provisiens, proceeded at about four o'clock, aeross'the mountain
into the valley where we had first 'seen the Flatheads. We then erassed - the
viver, which we now perceived took its rise from a high peaked mountain at
about twenty miles to the north-east of the valley, and then passed wup it-for two
miles, and encamped after a ride of twenty miles during the day. ~As soon as
we halted several men were despatched in different directions to examine the
road, and from their report, concluded thatthe best path would be onée about
three miles up the creek. This is the road travelled by the Ootlashoots, and
will eertainly shorten our route two ‘days’ at least besides being much better,
#s we had beén informed by the Indians, than by that we came last fall..... ...
1 Sunday, 6. The night was very cold, suceeeded by frostiin the merning ;
‘as the horses were much scattered;, ‘we were not able to set: owt before nine
o'clock. 'We then went along the creek for three miles; and leaving to.{he.
right the path by which we eame last fall, pursued the road taken 'by the Oot-
lashoots, up a geutle asvent to the dividivg mountain 'which separates the waters
of the middle Fork of Clarke’s river, from thoséof Wisdony and Lewis's rivers. *
On reaching the other side, we came to Glade creek, down. which we proceeded,
crossing it frequently into the glades on each side, where thie tirber.is small
* and in maily places destroyed by fire ; where are great ‘quantities -of quasiash,
now in bloom. Phroughont the glades are great numbersof: holéssmade by the.
#hsding or burrowing squirrél ; and we killed a hare of ‘the"large mountain |
species. Along’these ronds there are also appearances of huffalve phths; and some.
old beuk of buffaloes’; and as thése ahimals have worderfal sagacity iin- the'
m«wm;mbammum with an Fndian road, was the
; Udgile ef 31 asididgaup des@y ot eliod 1918w o doisiv
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strongest assnrance that it was the best.' In the afternoon we passed glong the,:
hill-side, morth of the ereek, till, in the course of six, miles, we entered an
extensive level plain. Here the tracks of the Indians scattered so mich that we

could no Jonger pursue iit, but Sacajaweab recognised the plain immedidtely,

She had travelled it often during her childhood, @nd informed us that it wasthe

great resort of the Shoshonees, who came for the purpose pf gathering quautash
and cows; and of taking beaver, with which the plain abounded, and that
Glade creek wasa branch of Wisdom river, and that on reaching the higher part
of the plain, we should see,a gap in the mountains, on the course to our canoes,
and from that gap a high point of mountain covered with snow. At the distange
of ‘a milée we erossed a Jarge ereek from the right, rising, as well as Fish creek,
in & snowy mountain, over which there is a gap.  Seon after, on ascending a
rising, ground, the country spreads itself into a beautiful plain, extending vorth
and south about fifteen miles wide and thirty in length, and surrounded on all
sides by high points of mountains covered with snow, among which was the gap
pointed out by the squaw, bearing 8. 56° E.  We had not gone two miles from
the last creek when we were overtaken by a violent storm of wind, accompanied
with ‘hard/rain, which lasted an hour and a half. Having no shelter, we
formed a-solid column to protect ourselves from the gust, and then went on_
five 'miles to a:small creek; where. finding some small timber, we encamped for
the night; and dried ourselves. .  We bere observed some fresh sigus of Indians,
whe had been guthannga qumﬂ: Our-dlltmr.c was twenty-six miles. In the
mommg,: AL »
xﬂmhyy'!,mmhm wore 0. lmmh qcﬂtored, th&t although. we senb nut
hunters in' every divection, to range the country for six or eight miles, nine of
theocould  not ‘be recovered. ' 'They were the wost valuable of all our borses,
and 'so ‘much attached to some:of their, companions, that it was difficult to
_ separate: them. m the day-time.  'We therefore presumed. that they must: bave
b-u-'ml-ﬂgi some voving Indiaus, and accordingly left @ party of five men
to continue the pursnit, while the rest, went on. to the spot where the canoes had
beew deposited. ' Accordingly we set out at ten.o'clock, and pursued a gourse 8,
56" . agross - the valley, which we found to:be watered by four large crevks,
with extensive low and miry bottoms ;. and then reached Wisdom river, along
,the-north-east side of which we continued, till at the distance of sixteen miles
we' came to the three branches. Near that place we stopped for. dinner. at z a
het) spring situated in the open plain.  The bed of the spring is about fifteen
yards-in cireumference, and composed pf loose, hard, gritty stones, through
whchthewmbodsmptqum uﬂghﬂyw&taiwvhd;
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phur, and 's0 "Hot that a pigce of medt abont the size of three ingm way
completely done in twerty-five minutes, After dinner we proceeded across the
eastern ‘branch, and along the north side of the middle branch for nine miles,
whon we reached the gap in the mountains, and took -our lastleave of this
extensive valley, which we calted the Hotspring valley. It is indeed a beautiful

* country ; though enclpsed by mountains covered with snow, the soil is exceedingly

* fertile and well supplied with esculent plants; while its numerous creeks furnish
immense quantities of beaver. Another valley less extensive and more rugged
opened itself to our view as we passed through the gap; but as we had made
twenty-five miles, and the night was advancing, we halted near some handsome
springs, which fall into Willard's creek. After a cold night, during which our
~horses separated and could not be collected till eight o'clock in the morning,

Tuesday, 8, we crossed the valley alomg the south-west side of Willard's
creek for twelve miles, when it entered the mountains, and then tarning 8. 200
E. came to the Shoshonee cove, after rndmg seven miles; whence we ,proeeeaed
down the west branch of Jeflerson river, and at the distance of nine miles,

_reached its forks, where we had deposited our merchandise in the monfh of

.Angust. Most of the men were in the habit of chewmg tobacco ; and mch was

. their eagerness to procure it after so long a privation, that they mreely took
‘the saddles from their horses before they ran .to the cave, and were ddrg‘\bted
at being able to resume this fascinating indulgence. This- was 6ne of lﬁs se-

. werest privations which we have encountered. Some of the men, ‘whose
hawks were $o constructed as to answer tbopnrposeu of plpea, broke tﬁe '
of these instruments, and after cutting them into qmnfl' :mntﬁ cﬁq ved them
the wood having, by frequent. smoking, become_strongly mpre wi
Aaste, of that (plant. We found every. thpnsj. .%“P“sh
were a little damp, and one of the ¢ A nh“ i

- was  twenty-seyen miles in length, u:d'romjh country d
‘marshy M&hdhghmmmdm -plains, terminated by high m

. ou the tops aud along the northern sides,of whigh t heéi?‘r, y fgwgw

‘the whole were scattered great quantities qf, hyssop, and rt]hg ferent ,{ff

‘ #rﬂ{:c;dmmn;o thﬁp]zl:lq;te* A a o od¥ o, % :u ail Es# %

A mw. II i : o q WI y 8 vﬂﬂ ) { #
_head of Jefferson’s river, which seems to. ﬁ?'i‘!f?x?;* Wﬂ

E fl"*—-:l‘
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"the mountains, during almost the whole distance of one, hund
~miles, It is, in fact, a very excellent mmmm A
m . 05 4

be rendered a good route for
" over one of the mountains, whu:‘h wonj@qnm some lev

.
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Wednesday, 9. ‘We were all occupied in msmg and repairing the canoes,
de ‘making the necessary preparations for resufhing our journey fo-morrow.
T;le &a pmed cold and wmdy, s0 that the canoes were soon dried. We were
jfnu ovorta en by sergeant Ordway and his party, who had «discovered our
hones near the head of the creek on which we ‘encamped, and although :tbay
‘were very mucB scattered, and endeavoured to escape as fast as they could, he,
brought them back The squaw found to-day a plant which grows in the mmsl:
lands, the root of which is eaten by the Tndians. 'The stem and lea§ s well
: as the root of tlnn plant resemble ‘the common carrot, in form, size, and taste,
tﬁougﬁ the colour i 15 of Somewhat a paler yeﬂow The night coutmued vury
cold, and in the morning,
! Thursaay, 10, a white frost covered the grou'nd the g‘rass was frcmm. and
the ice three quarters of an inch thick in a basin of watér. The boats were
WIOa.ded and captain Clarke divided his men into two bands, one*ts descend
ﬁa river with the baggage, while he, with the other, proceeded on horsebagk
+ to the Rochejaune. After breakfast the two parties set out, those on shore
lhrﬁng_ﬁe eastern side of Jefferson river, through Service valley, and over the
*  Rattlesnake mountain, into a beautiful and extensive country, known among the
Inqﬁ’m‘ ‘the nams ‘of Hahnahhappapchah, or Beaverhead valley, from the
"o kg imals fo be found'in it, and also from a point of land resem=
{?ﬁ;m heaﬁofa.bea.ver 1t éxtends from the Rattlesnake mountain as low
o .:ﬁragcrqelk and is about fifty miles in length, in a direct line, while its
varies' from ten {o fifteen miles, being watered in'its whole course by the
“uﬂ’mx t creeks." Tbevﬂlaylsopenmdhhie,dndm
’mn{uﬁ'nbte iiantities of beaveér and otfer, with which its  crecks re sup-
pled, the bushies ‘of the  Tow gfdinds are & fuvodfite. resort for deer, while on
hihe: Flh‘,é*.'lsei are‘sdén ‘scifteted groups of antelopes, and stll
e ks

o W ’b!inhrv&ﬂ‘ many of the bighorn,

‘“’&odﬁa ol wfid ety "Al th diants of Hftsen

R ‘Whe édptain Clarke finding that the river
Yespe “the edtioed could’ advance more nﬁdly .

5 m ‘opposite’ ﬂ:ewa:‘h:
ile-island. = in’ ‘Wl
S u&"}uiu’“‘m"“"‘”

“after snnset the weather lﬁi&.
W 1wt ol g hm“ 5 Bvvatinin ;
W « quJr 2 alushom o ™55 Hri.
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Friady, 11 ui;ﬁnwm seritfour mien alead o hunt, and after .mm,
breﬂtﬂit procéeded dowi & very narrow channel, which was rendered more
difficult Gy 4 high southi-west wirid, which blew frem the high snowy mountains
ifi it quarter; diid met theiti in the face at every bend of the river, whick
was wow Become very crooked, At noon they passed the high point of land
An the left, to which Beaverliead valley owes its rame, and at six o'clock

. teiiched Philanthropy rivér, which was at present very low. The wind now
shifted to the north-east, and, though high, was much warmer than before:
‘At seven o'clock they reached their encampment at the entrance of Wisdom
river on the sixth of August. They found the river very high, but falling.
‘Here, too, they overtook the hunters, who 'had killed a buek and some. young
geese. Besides these, they had seen a great number of geede and-safidhill
cranes, and some deer. The beaver too werg in great guantities along the banks

. of the rivers, and through the night were flapping their tails in the water tound
the boats. Having found the canoe which m been mm as thby ascended,
they employed themselves, .

' Batarday, 12, till eight o‘ciock,lhdﬂwingmt the nmh, mdmkq-'pedilu
“8f the sides of it. Then leaving one of their canoes: here, they set:out after
Breakfast. * Tmmedidtely below the forks the current became. stromger than
‘above, and the course of the river straighter, ‘as far as-Panther ereek; after which
it becarié much miore crooked. A high wind now arose from:the snowy moun-
tains to the north-west, so that it was with much difficuity and some danger they
‘veached, 4t tiirée o'clock, the éntrance of Fields's creek. ~After dining at that
‘pliice, thiey pursued thieir course and stopped for themight- below their encatap-
‘ment of the 31st of Fuly last. « Beaver; yotng geese, anid deer confinned to-be
thieir game, and thiey saw ‘some ol ngmrdtuﬁhe.n The musquitoes.ajso
wel'e §till very troublesomie.” 1-oils aotistih wrevs ai bual aeqd

'Sonday, 13, Barly, m ‘the m:&;wm&dw
‘ m of Madigon river, where sergednt Pryor had avrived with the horses
- abont an honr befeve, The hotses weére then driven aeross Maudison and Gallatin
ivers, and the ‘whole party halted to dine ‘and unlond the:canoes below: the

. Ha0EN ‘of e Tutter, Here the two parties separated ; sergeant Ordway with

“nine men ¥et out in six canoes to gescend the river; while' captain: ‘Glarke with

“the retdainifig’ ten,' and the wife and child of Chabonesa, were &' proceed by

fand, ‘With fifty, horses, 1o Yellowstone river. They set ottt five in the after-

“nooti from ‘the Forks ‘of the Missoari, in direction uﬁtpm«lm.
“many of ‘thié Nofses Wiid sore feet, they were and after
g four miles, hatted (or ﬂww M

l
'
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@ beautiful stream, and though the current is rwldmd obstructed by islands
mear its:mouth, is navigable for canoes. On its lower side the lnnh rises gri-
dually to the foot of & mountain, funning almost parallel to it ; but the country
‘below.it and Madison’s river is a level plain, covered at present with lowogq;ss :
£ ‘the soil being poor, and injured by stenes and strata of hard white rock glong
ithe 1hill sides. - Throughout the whole, game was very abundant. They. pro;
cured deer in the Jdowgrounds; beaver and otter were 3¢en in Gallatin's river,
and clk, wolves, eagles hawks, crows, and geese, wereseen at differemt parts of
‘the route.. The plain was intersected by several great roads, leading to a gap in
#he gountain, about twenty miles distant, in a direction E. N. E. but the Indian :
swoman, who was acquainted with the country, recommended a gap more {0 the
Jsonthward. 'This, course captain Clarke determined fo pursue ; sad therefore at
-ap-early hour in the morning,
+Monday, 14, crossed Gallatin’s river, in a direction south 78° east,’ auﬂ,pawqg ;
“over a level plain, reached the Jefferson at the distance of six miles. That river
is here divided into many chanmels, which spread themselves for several nnbs
thronghithe low grounds, and are dammed up by the beaver in such a manner,
that after attempting in vain to reach the opposite side, they were obliged to
‘turn ‘shovt about to.the right, till with some difficnlty they reached ajow but
«fivax island, extending nearly inthe course they desired to follow. The squaw
mow assnred captain Clarke that the large road from Medicine xiver to the gap
we were seeking, crossed the upper part of this plain. He then proceeded four
/miles up ithe plain and xeached the mwain chansc) of the river, which js till
“mavigable for canoes, though much divided and dammed up by, multitudes of
‘beaver. Having forded the river, they passed through a little skirt of cottonwood
‘timber to.u low open plain, where.they dined. They saw elk, deer, and anig-
lopes, ;and ,in every direction the roads made by the, buffaloe, awe!l,%mwe
~old signs of them. The squaw informed them, that but a few years ago_these
. animals ;were numerogs, ot aaly bege but.even to he squrces of Jefferson's
“rivér ;. but.of Jateithey have disappeared, for the Shoshonees being fearful of
going -west ins, have, hunted this, country with more uctivity, and
 of: canrse driven the ,bisfialoe, frow their usual haunts. After dinngk they con- |
 tinued iaglining to.the,south of east, through an open level plain, wll at the dis-
mmm&mmw forks of Gallatin's riyer. On
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Further, and eneauped at the beginning of the gap in the mountain, which here
forms a kind of semicirgle, through which the three branches of the r nver pass.
Severalroails come in from the right and left, all tending to ﬂle g_a.p A Tittle
stow’ still remtains on a naked mountain to the eastward, but’ n every bthér
direction the mountains are covered with great quantities. i o
o ' “Tuesday, 15. After an early breakfast they pursued the buffaloe road' ovér
< a'low gap in the mountain to the heads of the eastern Fork of Gallatin’s river, neat _
which they had encamped last evening, and at the distance of six miles réached
the top of the dividing ridge, which separates the waters of the Missouri ‘and
the Yellowstone ; and on descending the ridge, they struck one of ‘the streams
of the latter river. They followed its course through an open cuuntry, with
high mountains on each side, partially covered with pine, and watered by several
stteams, crowded as usual with beayer dagms. © Nine miles from the top of the
ridge they reached the Yellowstone itself, about a mile and a half below Where
it'issues from the Rocky mountains.” It now appeared that the commumcuﬁon
between the two rivers was short and easy. = From the head of the Mlssom-l at
its three Forks to this place is a distance of forty-eight mlles, tbe greater pﬁ‘i‘t
of 'which is throagh a level plain;; indeed, from the Forks of the eastérn branch
of Gallatin’s river, which is there navigable for small canoes, to t'lﬁs yart of ﬂle
“Yellowstone, the distance is no more than eighteen lmles, thh aﬂ excellent 1‘6&&
over a high, dry ¢ountry, with hills of inconsiderable height aqd no dlﬁ'lcu'ﬂy
passing. - They halted three hours to rest their horses, and tben pursueﬁ ?g
‘baffaloe road-along the bank of the river, Althoug'h J}‘St leavmg: a hrgb SnOY
mountain, the Yellowstone is already a bold rapid, u}d d,eep’ r?;m,‘ otjfé"ilhﬁ
dred and twenty yards in width,  The bottoms of [ the 1 nver nre narro# within
the mountains, bot widen to the extent of qequy two mlles m tl;e “[ifey"be‘léy
where they are occasionally overflowed, and | the’ poll ﬂyesa ;fhmeptﬁag&
‘tonwood, vose-bushes, honeysuckle, rushes, common goina” yrnss, o

rye, ‘and such productions of moist lands. On each side 't'ﬁeﬁe Tow W
bounded by dry plains of coarse gravel and sand, stretching b%kq{o
“the mountains, and supplied mthavel;y,shqq‘grass '
. ‘east-side of the river are rough and rocky, and.ml rot:?m ’
~#mow, and two other high snowy mountains may be ;nrym i
morth fifteen or twenty miles, the other nearly east. hey
W‘tfawn@ﬂtﬂedpme,mrmdwd ﬁrfxnrnk?fqtﬁ,] & gnall' 64
to be seen. ummofw;mue,,mm ujtouﬂ : "_' '
wmtoﬁe'ﬂmm%w est, under a high
rifles from the’ mwym in, that direction;
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vnde, has a bold, deep cutrent ; is skirted by some cottonwood ayd willow,
trees, and like the Yellowstone 1tse?f seems to abound in beaver. - They gave it
the name of Shields's river, after one of the party. ' Tmmiediately belbw s a very
good buffaloe road, which obviously leads from its' head through a gap.if, the
‘mountain, over to the waters of the Missouri. ~They passed Shields's river, mud
at three miles further, after crossing a high rocky hill, egcamped in a low bot-e
tom, near the entrance of a small creek.” As they came through the mountains .
they had seen two black bear and a ‘number of antelopes, as well a8 several
herds of elk, of between two and three hundred in m:lmbar, but they were. cahle
to klll only a single elk.” The next morning;

Wednesday, 16. therefore, a hufiter was despatched a-head, whlle the parﬁg
callected the stragglmg- horses.  They then proceeded down the river, which is
verys str‘alght and has several islands covered with cottonwood and willow ; but
they could not procure a single tree large enough for a canoe, and being ap-
wrllmg to trust altogéther to skin canoes, captain’ Clarke pmfemdgmng on
lmtll they found some timber. The feet of the horses were now nearly worn fo
the qmcL partlcularly the hind feet, so that they were obliged to make a. sort ef
moceasin of green buffaloe skin, which relieved them very much in crossing, the
plams After passing a bold creek from the south, of twenty yards in widil, they
ha]ted for dinner on anisland, then went on till at night they encamped near the’
entrﬂﬁoe of another small stream, having made twenty-six miles during the day.
'fhe saw some *bear and great numbers of antelopes and elks ; but the soreness
hf tﬁe:r horses’ feet rendefed it difficult'to chase them. One of the men. caught
a fuih wh:eﬁ they Bad not seen before ; it was eight inches long, and resembled.a
trout t in f form. but its mouth was like that of the sturgeon, and it had a red streak
passing !on”each side from the gills to the taill! \ In'the plains were but few plants
except the “siikgrasa the ‘wild indigo, and" the sanflower, which are now all in
h: n, -n. e high grounds on the tiver ‘are faced with & deep freestone rock, of
a ha iﬁﬁ"?t& h‘la'y'éiso bdteenmperpmdwnlﬁmuthougbnu

NI (D by e TRy RNy e do s $le o wib g Bl
ST, " ruiied BaHAG i GHE) tnd o e pirty bkl mp cavering
; m’ d.ge* rose drenched with water mmlipm'nmgaﬁm Jourpey at

" point of o ridge, and-through an’ open low. bottom,
of ‘six ‘and '« half miles, a-part of the river, .where. two
ot smmedia 6i3boﬁh to edch other ; ‘one fromy the

Blonveh 3 ! o |\ T ‘captain - Clarke “called . Rivers-
o bl il g the m‘fotmwwmm
) &Mﬂkﬁ&' W%wﬂw wm



wmhrm Neady opposite to this is uo&&’%"ﬂhi‘ﬁ thiey gave the
name of Beaver river. The waters of both are of 4 ’illy colour, and the barks
well supphied with small timber. ~ The river is now bé‘no:mhé‘ more divided by
lpnds, and 2 mamsher of small creeks fall in on both mﬂea. The]al;gaﬂt of'thgse'
is @bout seven miles from the Beaver river, and enters on the right : they ca,lied
« it Bratton’s river, from one of the men. The highlands too approach the river
ore nearly than before, but although their sides are partially supplied with pine
‘and cedar, the growth is still too small for canoes. The uffaloe is bqginnmg
‘to be more abundaut, and to-day, for the first tite on this river, they saw n
pelican ; but deer and elk are now miore sedrce thin Béfore. Tn ‘one of the low
bottoms of the river was an Indian fott, which seems to hive been built duiring’
the last summer. It was built.in the form of a circle, about fifty feet it diamé-
ter, five feet high, and formed of 16gs, lapping over each other, and covered on
the outside with bark set up an end. The entrance also was guarded by a wurk
'oh ‘each side of it, facing the river. These intrenchiients, the squnw ‘inforus
us, ‘are frequently made by the Minnetarees and other fndnms at war with the
‘Bhoshonees, when'pursied by their enemies on'horseback. After making thirty-
‘three miles, ”they encamped :iear a pomtnf m:ods lh.ﬂ:e nartow bem'p of the
rhfer ;

"Friday, 18. Before setting ont ﬁ:ay killed ‘two huﬁ!& wfm:h vddftni'éﬂ
néar-the cauip, nd then pursued'their route over the ridges of ‘the Highlands,
“s0'8s'to avoidl the bends of -the river, ‘which 'now 'washes the féet of ‘the Iul!d
The face of the country isrough end stony, aud covered with immense h’tlu.aﬁﬁb
of “thhe prickly pear. The river is nearly two hindred Jards wide, apid as
‘eul, and with a bed of coarse. gravel and round stdiles. " The Al ation
“ire'the ‘basiy of the soil in ‘thér High bittoms, ‘with o mixtifie of dirk broys
edfth. “The river-hills are abouttwo hundred feet high, and m&iﬂf
‘dark-freestone rock ; and the eouritry back 'of “thei’ Brokeh iito open’ waving
"phains. 'ﬂd‘kﬁ‘doﬁl}'w&h’ﬂpﬂ‘tﬂﬂ%‘ but amb
were distingidhed the' porpl, yellow, snd b Wlatk bk Wi
“anid of an excellert favour. © Abotit/eloven’ o'clock o snioke whis
878, E. towards ‘the ‘termination umwmﬂy'hm
my.fw.agmuy wc&mww itk Y f0¢ &4
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nearly two inches into the muscular part of his thigh. ‘The wound was very
paiofal ; ~and were. it not for their great anxiety to meh the United States®
this season, the party would have remained till he was cred : but the tigie was
too precious to wait. The gentlest and strongest horse was therefore wluw!,
and a sort of litter formed in such a manner ay to enable the sick man to lie
nearly at full length. They then proceeded geutly, and at the distance of twe
miles passed a river ,entering from the south-east side, abbut forty yards wide,
and called by the Indians Itchkeppearja, or Rose river, a name which it deserves,
as well from its beanty as from the roses which we saw budding ou its borders,
Soon after they passed another Indian fort on an island, and after making nine
miles, halted to let the horses graze, and sent out a hunter to look for tim-
ber to make a canoe, and procure, if pomble, some wild gmgar to make
a ponltlce for Gibsou’s thigh, which was now exceedingly painful, in.con.
sequence of his constrained position. He réturned, however, without being able
to find either ; but bronght back two bucks, and had had a contest with twe white
bears who had chased him ; but being on horseback he escaped, after wounding
bqlh of them. There are great quantities of currants in the plains, but almost
eyery, bh,dp, of grass for many miles has been destroyed by immense swarms of
grasshoppers, who appear to be ascending the river. After taking some re-
freshment they proceeded, and found that the hills became lower on both.sides ; -
those on the right overhanging the river in cliffs of darkish yellow earth, and
thp bottums widening to several miles in extent. The timber too, although
chiefly cott,onwood, is, coming lnrge

ﬂ.‘)}gy had not, gone, far when Gibson’s wound became 50 YIM pmﬁll
ghp,t'hﬁ qpnld no longer remain on horseback, He was therefore left with twe
Junder the shade of a tree, wlule captain - Clarke went on to seek formber.
,I.hg q;qtnnca of e)ghtpqn milea from his_camp . of ls,st uight he hqlleh’q.ra
d:m*. BToTe. o M some of whlch were lqrge enough *for small eanoes, and

Wﬂﬂm ml ews when Gjbson wes brought
m“(

v& deer, seven elk, and an
M smokeé which t‘:el?‘tb,vquunﬁ!ﬁnm

ayg; e,,y”f ,% JpporFaql thnt!u;‘ha,d observed.an, Indiap on
s on mg side of the river. | The next morning at daylight,
- ﬁdﬂaﬂm?%ﬁﬁvﬁm“eﬂmmw‘
| le.to find a r than those near
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men might lead the ‘horses to the Mandan natin. Three axes were now
‘shh.rpene'a with a file, and ‘some ‘of the men proceeded to cut down two of the
largest, treps, on whicli they worked il mght ‘The rest. of the party were
mpled in dressing skins for clothes, or in lmn‘lmg, in which the were %o
forfunate as to procure a deer, two buffaloe and an elk. The horses bemg m\lch
, fatigued, they were turned out to rest for a few days; but in the mormng,

Monday, 21, twenty-four of them were missing. Three hunters were' sent
in different directions, to look for them ; but all returned unsuccessful, and it
now seemed probable that the Indians who had made the smoke a few days
since, had stolen the horses. In the meantime the men worked so dnhg'cntly on
the canoe that one of them was nearly completed. Late in the evening, a very
black cloud accompanied with thunder and lightning rose f’rom the south-east
and rendered the weather extremely warm and dlsagreeable The wmd ioo
was very high, but shifted towards morning, _

Tuesday, 22, to the north-east, .and became moderately cool.” Thrée mén
were now despatched in quest of the horses, but they came back without being
able to discover even a track, the plains being so hard and dry that the foot
makes no impression. This confirms the suspicion of their being stolen by the
Indians, who would probably take them across the plains, to avoid being pur-

- sued by their traces ; besides, the improbability of their yoluntarily leaving the
rushes and grass of the river bottoms to go on the plains, where they could find
nothing but a short dry grass. Four men were again sent out with orders to
encircle the camp for a great distance round, but they too réturned with no
better success than those who had preceded them. 'The search was resumed in
the morning, £

Wednesday, 23, and a piece of a robe, and a moccasin, were discovered not
far from the camp. The moccasin was worn out in the sole, and yet wet, and
bad every appeamceof having been left but a few hours before. This sign
was conclusive thu the Indians had taken our horses, and were still prowhng
about for the remainder, which fortunately escaped last night, by being in a small
prairie, surropnded by thick timber. At length Labiche, who is one of the best
trackers, veturned from a very wide circuit, and informed captain Clarke that
he had traced the tracks of the horses, which were bending their oouue rather
down the river towards the open plains, and from the track, gomg"very rapidly.
All hopes of recovering them were now abandoned. The Indians are not the
only plunderers who surround the camp, for last night the wolves or dogs stole
the greater part of the dried meat from the scaffold, The wolves; which con-
m:hatteudthebnﬁloe, are here mgreatnmnbers. forﬂmumtob&

;
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pigeons, doves, hawks, ravens, crows, larks, sparrawy, eagles, bunk-
&, &,&,‘Mwmbers of geese too, which raise ms' on tﬁi’nter, have
passed the camp.  The country. 1tself consists of level plmns, bty ﬂ)e
soil is thin and stony, and both phms and low g-rounﬁs are covered mth g'n'ept
quantities of Pﬂsﬂy pear. E
.At noon the two canoes were finished. 'I‘hey m twanty-eight feet long,
nxpep or e:ghtqen inches deep, and from sixteen to t&enty-four inclles wide,

helllg ]ﬂhed tfgether,i.e ery thlng was _prapared for setting d-ﬁ E—ﬁoﬁ'ﬁv

Gﬂiligm ngw movg nt Pryor was now di .
and Windsor, to tptheMandm,ma.fhefmaMﬁ
Henry was on Wm uver, to go thither and deliver him a letter, the
obctofwhwhmtoprevmlonthemmt dlstmgmshed chiefsoffhe ‘Sioux to
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i &l it CHAP. XXXIV.-. ; . .
curun CLARKE rnocEan WITH ms PM{TY Down THE nmn—nnscnrrrlou OF %u IN-
'DIAN LODGE— SERGEANT PRYOR ARRIVES WITH THE HORSES LEFT BY THE PARTY
OUNYHEN THEY EMBARKED TN THEIR CANOES—HIS DIFFICULTY IN BRINGING THEM ON—
© REMARKABUE ROCK DISCOVERED BY CAPTAIN CLARKE, ANDTHE BEAUTY oF THR ni.ti-
SPECT FROM THE'SUMMIT-—THEY CONTINUE TREIR ROUTE DOWN THE RIVER, OF WHICH

A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION IS GIVEN, AS WELL AS OF THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY -+
* YELLOWSTONE AXD BIGHORN RIVER COMPARED—GREAT QUANTITIES OF GAME FOUND

ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVEBS-—IHMENSE HERDS OF BDFFALOB-—FIERCENEBB oF THE .

WHITE BEAR—-ENCAMP AT THE JUNCTION OF THE YELLOWSTONE AND nusovn:—a
GENERAL OUTLINE GIVEN OF YELLOWSTONE RIVER, COMPREHENDING THE SHOALS-—
178 xu'rnaﬁcz RECOMMENDED FOR THE FORMATION OF A TRADING ESTABLISHMENT-—
'nu-. SUFFERINGS OF THE PARTY FROM THE Musgmrous—-'isxﬁxAnw PRYOR, WHU WAH
A DETACHMENT OF THE PARTY WAS TD mva nnouum‘ ON THE HORSES, ARRIVES,
AND REPORTS THAT THEY WERE ALL STOLEN BY'THE INDIANS—DEPRIVED OF THESE

"ANIMALS, THEY FORM FOR THEMSELVES INDIAN (:AN'OB.S OF THE SKINS o‘nmAs'rs, AND
OF CURTOUS STRUCTURE, WITH WHICH THEY DESCEND THE RIVER OVER THE MOST DIF-
FICULT SHOALS AND DANGEROUS RAPIDS—MEET WITH TWO WHITE MEN UNEXPERCT-
EDLY,, FROM WHOM THEY PROCURE INTELLIGENCE OF THE INDIANS EORMERLY  VI-

 SJTED BY THE PARTY, f

\ i [
liitwr of Jiers ad) au #9919 Heme

TaurspAy, July24.  THE cinoes were mﬁ& and sergeant Pryor and his
rty set out with orders ‘to proceed down to the' muurwemghﬁ‘ﬁ'#&
3'&31, was supposed to be 4t o great distance, and where they should be taken
.in the boats across the Yellowstone. At ¢ight reloek Captain Clarke embarked
in the little flotilla, and procéeded on very steadily' down'the tiver, which' coti-
finues o be abont two hundred yards wide, and containis 4 nomber of ishirds,
' ‘somé of which are supplied with'a’ smiall growth of timber. A e ditadte ot
a mile from the camp, the river passes under a high bloff for w&w three
miles, when the bottoms widen ot both sides. At the distarice of twenty-nirie
miles, & river falls in from the south. 'This Was the “river sapposed o be the
'Big'llaru but afterwards, when the Bighorn was fotnd, the namé of Clarke's
Wiitidradiad yards

o 'gwu.wﬂn,ﬁam “Ttisa bold river, one
wh&‘h cutrance, but a short itadice -5+, 4i" votitaictilf 6°d it
yards. The waurlxofahgh!m&ﬁyoolowrmdmdl eolderthanthﬁtbfﬂle
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Yellowstone, and its general course is south and east of the Rocky gountainsg
There is a small island situated immediately at the egtrance, and this or the
adjoining main land would form a very good position for a fort. 'The* country
most frequented by the beaver begins here, and that which lies between.this
river and the Yellowstone is, perhaps, the best district for the hunters of that
animal. About a mile before reaching this river, there is g ripplé in the Yelfow-e
stone, on passing which the canoes took in some water. 'The party therefore -
landed to bail the boats, and then proceeded six miles fulther to a large island,
where they halted for the purpose of waiting for sergeant Pryor. It is a beauti-
ful spot with a rich soil, covered with Wwild rye, and a species of grass like the
blue-grass; and some of another kind, which the Indians wear in plaits. round
the neck, on account of @ strong scent resembling that of the vanilla. There is
also a thin growth of cottonwood scattered over the islaud: Tn the ‘ceutre is a
lal‘ge Indian lodge, which seems to have been built dnrlng[-) the last summer.
It is in the form of a cone, sixty feet in diameter at the base, composed of
" twenty poles, each forty-five feet long, and two and a half in circumference,
and the whole structure covered with bushes. The interior was cariously orna-
mented. . On'the tops of the poles were feathers of eagles, and circular pieces of
‘wood, with sticks across Them in the form of a ‘girdle : from ‘the ‘centfe was
suspended a staffed buffaloe skin: on the side fronting the door was hung a cedar
bush : on one side of the lodge a buffaloe’s head ; on the other, several pieces
of wood stuck Jn the ground. From its whole appearance, it was more like a
ledge for holding comncils, than an ordinary dwelling honse. Sergeant Pryor
‘not having yet arrived, they went on about fifteen and a half miles further to a
small creek on the right, to which they gave the name of Horse creek, and just
Melow it overtook sergeant Pryor with the horses, . He had found it almost im-
pomble, with two men, to drive on the remaining horses, for as soon as they
discovered a herd of buffaloe, the loose horses, havmg;been trained by the ¥n- *
e mltp. hunt, mm&ndy set off in pursnit of them, and sarrounded the buffa-,
~ loe herd with almost as much skill as the riders could have done. At last he
was obliged to send one horseman forward, and drive all the bu&loe from the ~
m,,mm were here driven across, andmel:ggeantl’ryor agm prooceded »
‘with an additional man to his party. . The river is now much more deep and
. ‘havigable, and the crrent more regular, than above Clarke's Fork,’and al-
" though much divided by well-wooded islands, when collected, .the stredm is'be-
Atween two and three hundred fect in' width. Along its banks are some beaver,
~and, an immense number of deer, elk, and buffaloe, -Towards night thgy Passed
1A ¢reek from the south-cast, thicty-five yards. wﬂe. whwh m .
:'!» 1o el asd) 1»1 for tosm biie usofds 4}&2&! 1y o 3 misw. sdl . sbiay
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creek ; half a mile below which they encamped, after making sixty-nine and a
Bglfmﬂmdwmg‘the day. At sunvise the next morsing, . w0 cleo o

. Friday," 25, they resumed their voyage, and.pmn&a.aumbuoﬁnhndnmi
umli streams, ‘and occasionally high bluffs, composed of a yellow gritty stone.
A storm of rain and high south-west wind soon overtook them, and obliged
tbﬂmwhndmﬂﬁwn‘\amd log hut, covered with deer skins. As soon as
. it, censed, they proceeded, and about four o’clock, after having made forty-nine
miles, chptain Clarke landed to examine a very remarkable roek, situated in an
extensive bottom en the right, about two hundred and fifty paces from the
shore. It is nearly four hundred paces in circumference, two hondred feet
high, and accessible only from the north-east, the other sides being a-perpendi-
cular cliff of a light-coloured gritty rock. The soil of the top 15 five or six feet
deep, of a good quality, and covered with short grass, - The Iudians have carved
the figures of animals and other objects ou the sides of the rock, and on the top
are raised two piles of stones; From this height the eye. ranged over a large
extent of variegated country :—On the south-west the Rocky meountains cover-
ed with snow ; a low mountain, about forty miles distant, bearing south 15°
east, and in a direction north 55° west ; and at the distance of thirty-five miles,
the sotthern extremity of what are called the Littlewslf mountains. .. I'hé-dow.
grounds of the river extend nearly six miles to the southward, when . they rise
into plains reaching to the mountains, and watered with a large creek, while
at some distance below a range of highland, covered with. pine, stretches. on
both sides of the river, in a divection north and south.. The north side of the
river, for some distance, is surrounded by jutting romantic cliffs ; these are sue-.
ceeded by rngged hills, beyond which, the plains are again open and extens
sive 3 and the whole country is enlivened by herds of buffaloe, elk, and wolves.
After enjoying the prospect from this rock, to. which captain Clarke. gave. the:
name of Pompey’s pillax, he descended, and continued his course. At ‘the dis-.
tance of six or sevex. miles, he stopped to gei two bighorns, which. were. shot.
from the hoat ; and while on shore, saw, in the face of the liff on. the left, about.
- twenty feet above the water, the fragment of a rib of a fish, three feet long, and .
« mearly thrujnchaa round, inerasted in the rock itself ; and though neither de--
cayed nor petrified, is very rotten., After making fifty-eight miles, they reached.
the entrance of a stream on the right, about twenty-two, yards wide, andiwhich
dmrhugeaagmmyofmddyww Here they encamped rather earlier’
than, seasl, 9, acconnt of & heavy aqrell aseompaoied. with: wmigsein:dhely
"!‘W!Mrr T Lsil bl & - ety A sudl sy tu- gloul h..i i e B0N03
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islands-and bavs ; bnt the current, though swift, is vegular, and there sre matig
very handsome islands covered with cottonwood. On the leﬁ shore the bottoms
are very extensive; the right bank is formed of high cliffs of a whitish gritty
stone ; ‘and: beyond these, the country on both sides is diversified with wavigy
plains, covered with pine. At the distance of ten miles is a large creek on *the
right, about forty yards in width, but containing litye water; and in'the®
course of the day,two smaller streams on the leﬁ,:z-a fourth on the right, At °
length, after coming sixty-two miles, they landed at the entrance of t{: Big-
horn river ; but finding the point between the two composed of soft mud and
sand; and liable to be overflowed, they ascended the Bighorn for half a mile,
then crossed and formed a camp on its lower side. * Captain Clarke then walked
the river. At the distance of seven miles, a creek, twenty yards wide, which
from the colour of the water he called Muddy creek, falls in on the ‘north-
onlt,lndafawmllan farther, the river bends to the east of south. The bag-
toms of the river are extensive, and supplied chiefly with cottonwood trées, va-
" riegated with great quantities of rosebushes. The current is regular and rapid,
and like the Missouri, constantly changes so as to wash away the banks on one
side, leaving sandbars on the other. Its bed contains much less of, th¢ large
gravel than that of the Yellowstone, and its water is more muddy, and of 3,
brownish colour, while the Yellowstone has a lighter tint. "At the junction,
the two rivers are nearly equal in breadth, extending from two hundred to two
hundred and twenty yards, but the Yelowstone contains much more water,
being ten or twelve feet deep, while the depth of the Bighorn varies from five to
seven feet.. ‘This is the river which had been described by the Indians as ri'sing
in the Rocky mountains, near the Yellowstone, and the sources of the river
Pihtte, and then finds its way through the Cote Noir, and the eastern range of the
Rocky mountains. ~Iu it long' course it receives two large rivers, one from the
nﬂﬂlﬂbﬂ the other from the south, and being unobstructed by falls, is navigable
ineanoesfora great distance, through a fine rich open coutitry, supplied with
gmmm ‘and inhabited by beaver, and by niimerous species
of animals, ‘aniong which are those from which it derives thie name of, Bighorn.
There areno permanent settiements near ‘it ; but' the whole country whith it *
waters, is® occasionally  visited by roving ‘huh*»ﬂ huniters- from the Crow
_ tribe, ‘the Paanch, -a band of mwm&mu, a mmumd af Shn;e P
* Umdina, ity bagmrms (o spkd asiew (blo Wb ¥ & ery
 Sunday, «27. Fhey again set out very early, u&bm hdvihg me Bi&wﬁ, i
took.a fast look at the Rocky mountaigs, which had been View
| _wumwwmmwmm" our to six
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COLASE
pundred uyards “is vouch divided .by istands‘and sahdbars’; its banks gehemlly
low and falhng in, ‘and resembles the ‘Missouri in many ‘particulars; but its
islands fre ¥ more ‘numerous, its waters less maddy; and the current more rapid.
The ‘water too “isof a yel!owmh-whrte, ‘and ‘the round stones, which form the
baré above the Bighorn, have given place to gravel.” On the left side ‘the ‘river
« run& under kil of light, soft, gritty stone, varying in height from seventy to an
‘ hundrdd feet, behind which are level and extensive plains.  On the right side of
‘the river are low extensive bottoms, bordered with cottonwood, various spécies
of willow, rose-bushes, grape-vines, the redberty or buffaloe-grease bushes, and
a species of sumach ; to these succeed high grounds, supplied with pine; and
still further on are level plains. Throughout the country are vast quantities of
buffaloe, which, as this is the running season, keep a continued bellowing:
Large herds of elk also are lying in evefy point, and are so gentle that they
may be approached within twenty paces without being alarmed. ‘Sevéral beaver
were seen in the course of the day; indeed, there is a greater appearance of
those animals than there was above the Bighorn. Deer, however, are by'iib .
means abundant, and the antelopes, as well as the bighorns; arescarce. '+
Fifteen, miles from the Bighorn river they passed a large dry creek on the
left, fo which they gave the name of Elk creek, and halted for breakfast abont
three ‘miles further, at the entrance of Windlsor’s river, @ stream from the'left,
which, though fifty yards wide; contains scarcely any water. - Forty-eight miiles
from the Bighorn is a large bed of & stream sixty yards wide, but with very
little water. T'hey called it Labiche's'river. - Several other smallér streams, or
rather beds of creeks, were passed in the course of the day, and after coming
eighty and a half miles, they encamped on a large island. ' At daylight the
next morning, il
Monday, 28, thﬁy,proeoeded ‘down the smooth gentle cuﬂmﬁ,‘ﬁ&'ﬂg‘ﬁy a
number of islands and several ereeks, which are now dry. Thiesé are, mﬁ&;
more ‘like torrentss and like the dry brooks of the Missouti, merely serve to
carry off the vast quantities of water which fall’ in'the plains; nd bring them’
also a grept deal of mud, which contributes to the mnddiness of the Yellowstone.
The umost *distingnished of these are at the distance of six ‘miles; ‘a ‘creek ‘of
eighty yards in width, from the north-west, and' ealled by the n “Titfle:
wolf river: twenty-nine miles lower another on the left, séventy yards i width;
which they call Table creek, from m"wmm mm
west, the tops of which resemble a table.  Four miles - a streaim
impdrtance enters behind an island from wm iuwwnwm _
3nﬂlwmdﬂ:, with'a mm _ s
fs')- otttegt os.cand ay ;.Adadw adlsd 3zwd Yo smmt
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called by the Indians the Little Bighorn; and another stream on {he vights
twenty-five yards wide, the Indian name of which {s Masha.skmp Nearly
opposite to. this creek they encamped after making seventy-three thiles. 'The
river during part of the route is confined by, cliffs, which on the “right are%fsa
soft, yellowish, gritty rock, while those on the left are harder, and of a llght'eu
colour. . In some of these cliffs were several strata of coal of Hifferent " thick: o
ness and heights above the wg.ter but like that of the Missouri, it.is of an inferior .
qllﬂhty. RCIopw » N

Tuesday, 29, Durmg the nlgbt there was a storm of thunder and llghtnmg,
mth some rain, a. high north-east wind, which continued during the morning,
and prevented the party from making more than forty-one miles, The country
resembles that passed yesterday ; the dry beds of rivers continue, and large
quantitles of coal are seen in the sides of the cliffs. The river itself is, now
between five bundred yards and half a mile in width, and has mor¢ and: and
bars.of gravel than aboye, The beaver are in great numbers ;' and in the course

" of the day some catfish and a soft-shelled turtle were procured. In the evening
they encamped on the left, opposite to the entrance of a stream, called by the
Indians Lazeka, or Tongue river.  'This stream rises in the Cote Noir, and is
formed of two branches, one having its sources with the heads of the bhayenue,
the other with one of the branches of the Bighorn. , It has a very wide bed, and”
a,chanpel of water a hundred and fifty yards wide, but the water is of a light
brown colour, very muddy, and nearly milk-warm. It is shallow; and its rapid
current throws out great quantities of mnd and some coarse gravel. Near the
mouth is a large proportion of timber, but the warmth of the waier would seem
to indicate that the pqunn,y through  which it passed. was open and without,
shade. .
. Wednesday,, 80, They set out at an early. hour,, and after passing, at;the
distance of twelyejmiles, the bed of a river.ane hundl:ed.ynrds wide, but nearly .
duy at present, reached, two miles below it, a succession of bad ehoals, interspersed.
withia bazd, dark brown, gritty rock, extending for six miles, the last of which
stretches mearly scross the river, and has a descent of about. three feet, At this.
were obliged, to let, the canoes down with the hand, for fear of their »
splitting on a;concealed rock ; though when the shoals are known, a large canoe .
conld, with safety pass through the worst of thewm.  This is the most difficult part.
mmmmmmd was called the Buffaloe: soal, froin., thie,
right ai _tabpntm.bmduhm.,m MMM,
ally rises, the M!’W#" fist-
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‘Buffaloe .hmis the river is contracted to the width of three or four hundred
yﬁi-da.the wlﬁ\ﬂsleda nvmerous, and a féw scattering trees only ave seen either
on’its Banks or on the hightands : twenty miles from those’ shoals is a rapid,
tuced by a number of rocks strewed over the viver; but though the waves are
high, there is a very good channel on the left, whfﬁ ers the passage secure.
*Thére was a bear standing on'otie of these “roc hich oceasioned the hame
- of the Bear rapid. Asﬂ:eywere descending this rapid « viclent storm from the
north-west obliged them to take refuge ifi an old Indian lodge near the mouth
of a river on the left, which has lately been very high, has widened to the dis-
tance of a quarter of a mile, but thongh its present chatmel is eighty-eight yards
wide, there is not more water in it than would easily pass through a Hole of ‘an
inch in diameter. It was called York’s dry river. As'soonas the rain and wind
had abated, they resumed their journey, ¥nd at seven miles encamped andera
spreading cottonwood tree on the left side, after making forty-eight miles. A
mile and a ‘half above ow'the opposite side'is a river cotitaining” one handred
yards width of water, though the bed itself is much wider. ~“The water is very
guddy, and like its banks of a dark browncdlour. M&mmmmm
qudntities of red stones; and this circumstance, with ‘the appearance’ of ‘the
ﬂmﬁﬂ:hﬂs, induced eup&m Clarke to' calt it the Eéﬂsﬁn@‘%m
found to be the meaning of its Indian name, Wihasah! == »fs wooe Jorid
** *Thursday, 31. During’ the whole night the bitffiloe Were-prowlitig about
the camp, and éxcited much dlarm, Test in ¢rossig the river thiey should' tread
o' the‘boats and split’ them’ f&'ﬂ&eﬁ‘"“ﬂy sét ot as tisnal, andat the' distance
of two miles passed 4 ‘rapid of w6 greit’ dinger, Which thiey elled Wolf vapid,
from seeing o' wolf!in them. " At'this “coffimences a targe of Highlands.
These ighlands'liive nio tiriber, m pl“éd’ﬂf eutth of different  eolodts,
without mruch rock; butsapplie with great Guantities of ‘eoal, ‘or
carbonuted wood! At 'pﬂu ' fhese "iﬁmﬂu ¢otmtey © agrhin’ opens’ into
extensive pldind, Tike &wmﬁmumum river mmm
islands, dtid pmmy' tbet't
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td.m before seen, devouring a dead buffaloe M&nnﬂbar. They
‘two balls into him, and he theo swam to the main land and walked along the
shore. - Captain Clarke pursued him, and lodged. two more balls it hie body ;
but theugh he bled profusely he made his escape, as night prevehted theq;'&gm
following him. ' The néxt day, .
v Friday, August 1, a high wind from n-l!eml m&de‘hg witer rongl;,-.nd.
vetarded their progress, and as it rained during the’ whole day,thmr sitaation ,
in the open boats was very disagreeable. The country®beais in ever} respect
the same appearance as that of yesterday, though there is some ash timber in the
Hottom; and low pine and cedar on. the sides.of the hills.  The current of the |
viver is less rapid, has more soft mud, and is more obstructed by sandbars, and
the rain has given an unusual quantity of water to the brooks. The buffaloe now
a.ppurmmstnnmbntl. A berd bappened to be on their way across the river.
‘Such was the multitude of these animal, that although. the river, including an
sisland, over which they passed, was.a mile in length, the herd stretched as thick
* as they could swim, completely from one side to the other, and the party was
‘obliged to stop for an hour. 'Lhey consoled themselves for the delay by killing
four of the herd, and then proceeded till at the distance of forty-five ,miles they
yeached an island, below which two other herds of buffaloe as numerous ,y,s,up
fmt,soonaﬁetcrm-sedthenveti Prere—
.+ Saturday, 2. The river is now about a_mile. wide, less rapid, and more
th islands and bars of sand and mud than bitherto : the low grounds too
-are-more extensive, and contain a greater quantity of cottonwood, ash, and
~willow trees. - On the north-west is.a. low, level plain ; on the sonth-cast some
- mugged hills, on which we saw, without being able. to approach, some of the
‘bighorns, -The buffaloe and elk, as,well as the pursuers of bothy the wolves, are
in great mumbers, . On each;side of the viver are seyeral dry biouks; but the
ouly. stream of uny. sise. isthat they, called Ihex siver, on, the right, about
; WMWMMM Thedear which, gave so

MMMMan oAty phanges i aud s sowards
Mmﬂmm mhm,hmwmm

" mwwt amamm
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‘“ifficdlitys between two herds ‘of ‘buffaloe, which were crossing the river, and
would probably have again detained the party. - Among: the elk of this neigh-
“bourhodd are an tnusnal mimsber of males, while higher.up the viver.the numer-
‘ofisrherds consist of females chiefly. - After making eighty-four miles, they en-
cmi:pe;lamong some ash and «lm trees on the right. ' They, however, ;rather
“ passed the night than nh-gﬂlmt-‘ for the musquitoes weve so troublesome, that

3 \l‘n\'cé‘i':nvnf thejﬂrty ‘could’ tmmiewmoﬁaw part of the
ﬁxhb

eyﬂferbﬁire«mouteudyin&hendmmg tmiy on vegod fealio
"' Stinddy, '3, ‘to avoid the persecution of those inseots. ,um;dmmafam
miles they passed Fields's ereek, a stream thirty-five yards.wide,which enters.on
‘the tight, immediately above a high bluff, which is rapidly sinking, into the river.
Here captain Clarke went ashore in pursuit of some bighorns; but the musquitoes
were so-numerons, thit'he was unable to shBot with certainty. . JdHe:therefgre re-
‘tirned to ‘the candes ; and soon‘after observing-a ram-of the same animals, sent
‘one of ‘the ‘Tanters, * iiiptahot- it, “and 4t was preserved entire as @, specimen.
‘Abodt two o*¢lotk’ they reachied; eightaniles below:Fields's eveek,|the junction
- &f the Yellowstone with the Missouri; and- formed ‘a-camp om the point.where
“thew hiid encamped on the 26th of April; 1805, /Fhe: canoes were naw. Anloaded,
“grid ‘the 'baggage expm&ao dry MNM“ mmMmpf
oo ol Wi Do mioe o ysntodande adi
"""I'zo“:!:behbjarmm or Yenmm,wmmmmhhu
‘its remote sorces in thie Rocky mowntains, néar the péaks of the Rioel Norde,
‘on'the ‘confines of New Mexico, to which country there isa good read during the
“whole distance along the banks of‘the ¥ eliowstone. -+ kts western waters ase pro-
bably connected with those of Léwis's viver; while thel éastern-branches
‘the heads of ‘Clarke’s river, the Bighor, and the: Platte ; so:that /it waters
“middfe portion of the “Recky mountains for several handred.miles foonx, north-
" west to south-east. Ditring its whole’ course’from: the point at.which captain
“Clurke reachied it t the Missouri, 2 distance which-he computed.at. eight. bun-
“dred ﬁhd“iﬁﬂf—m&eﬁ‘ miles, this river'is large and navigable for perioques,and
even battunx,there being none of the moving sundbars/which.impede the nayi-
“gatibn of the Missouri, and only" 4 single ledge of rocks, which, lhowewetyis not
m ‘to pass. » Bven its’ ‘waters, the: Bighorn, Clarkels* fork, and
gue tiver, wwwmmamw

- 5me‘ﬁ'+& are‘low, bt bold, andno whete'subjectto  be overflowed; excgpt.for ,*

" ashert distance below the’ motntaing, 'T'he’ predominating: colous of the riveris
MWWMW ww
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@b colowr s ﬁl-hho&ﬁ former hﬁg“gm«wd.d .Ioopg W
Which, iowever, diminish in size in descending the vivgr, till after passing the
‘Laweka; the pebble cease as the river widens, and the mud and sand continne to
foriiv the greater purt of the boftom. - Over these the water flows with a, velqoity -
‘eotantly and abmést equally decreasing in praportion to, its distance frone fhe
‘mountains. | From the mountains to Clarke’s fork, the cugrent thay be estintteds
it four and whalf miles per hour; thence aslow as the Bighorn, at three and a .
hilf miles; between that and the azeka at three miles} and from that river to
mmmu two and three quarter miles ;. frow which to its entrauce, the
eneral rapidity is two miles pev-honr. . The appearance and, character of the
GoMntEY present’ wearly similar vabieties of fertile, rich, open lands. Aboye
Olirke’s fork, it'eonsists of high waving plains bordered by stony. hills, partially
sapplied with pine ; the middle portion, as low as the Butfaloe ahoahp.,coml
‘féss timiber, and the number diminishes still lower, where the river lidem.lmd :
4heEountry spreads itself into-extensive. plains. _ Like all the, branches of the
' M'ﬂh&m%%‘m&a Yeuowmemﬂlqm',
‘within that distriet 'of country beyond Clarke’s fork, abound in beaver and otter ;
‘@eircumstance which strongly recommends the entrance of the latter river asa
'juidicious positionfor the purposes-of trade, To an establishment at that place,
the Shoshouees, both within apd westward of the &mky mountaing, would
“willingly resort, as they would be farther from the reach of the Blackfoot Indians,
‘and ‘the Minnetarees of Fort:de-Prairie,-than they conld be in trading with any
“faétories on the Missouri.  Whe same wotive of personal safety, wonld most, pro-
‘Bublyinduce many of the tribes on' the Colambia and Lewis's river o prefer this
/| pluiceto the entrance of Mariu's river, atleast for some years; and as the Crow,and
“®Patineh Indidns, the' Castahanahs, and the Ladians residing south of Clarke's fork,
“would-also be iduced to visit'it, the mouth of that river might be considered as

mwmwmm %ﬁ%ﬂ kﬂ'mﬂ
“mnrhtu suon Haisd r;. S nsvd
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mym scaréelytobe andured. . Bhere was also' a want of meat; for the
buffaloe were not to be found 3/ and though! the elk are very abundant, yet their
ﬁlﬂmd Hesh is mﬂ:ﬁmlﬂo‘ryn the sun;and is also much more, easily spoiled
¥Haz, the meat or fat of either deer or buffaloe:: Gaptain; Clarke therefore deter-
T mided'fo g‘un&n%%omoqﬂm should be free from musquitoes, and furnish
“miore game. ‘Afmwmpm a note to captain Lewis, to inform him of his
. m&w «and stuck it on a pole, at the confluence of .the, two xivers, he loaded
the canoes at five in the afternoon, and proceeded down the river to the. second
point and encamped on a sandbar; but heve: the musquitoes secwed to be even
mare numerous thuw above. - The face of the Indian child is considerably puffed
up dhd swollen® with ‘thé ‘bites of these animals, mor could.the imen procuge
scarcely a‘ﬁg‘ sleetrﬂnrlﬂg thénight, aud‘thq:mﬁmedhm them thenext -
nibrhf‘ng aolls¥ vds ehicwot srumuTeassifiion. b vaey  adoed sl aa
“Puiesday, 5, 4s they’ proceeded: Owablion mm.eapam Clarke. went jon
shore and ascéended ahill after ene’of the bighorns; but the musquitogs,were in
such multitides that he could not-keep them from.the -basrel of bis vifle long -
eriough to” take aim. About fen o'clock, however, a light breeze sprang. up
fromr the north-west, and dispersed them in'some degree. . Captain Clarke
Tanded on a sandbar, intending to wait for captain Lewis,and went out to |
But not finding any boftaloe, he again proceeded in the - aficruoon, .and haying -
Killed a targe white bear, en - a bigh blaff exposed to a.light breeze,
‘from the south-west, which blew awsy the musquitoes. . About.eleven o’clock,
however, the Wind became very high, and'a storni.of rain camie ov, which lasted
“for twd hotirs] abeomwmea«&ﬁb sharp lightning andJoud peals of thunder.
MMMW stra ool bos 199t manee (fiagd tash18 & ¢t o) vg
T Wednesdy, 6, very wet,” MW&MMW
‘"Whiteearth viver. Just-above this place; the Indians had, apparently, within
“Seven or eight days past, been digging u voot which they ‘employ. in: making a
kind" of ‘soup. fixed their ténts, the men were employed in, dressing *
“skins and hunting. They ‘shot ‘a ‘wamber of ‘deer; but only.two of them. were
fat, owing probably to the great  quantities of musquites which antioy,them
: whilit feeding. 'The next day, <harw seoshped od R arab asvy Jaisw
"M Kuvsday, 7, after WWW&Q proceeded at elaved, o’clock,
mﬁé‘h xm'w rain and high wind till six in the evening, when they. en-
ped *R'hﬁw ’Btia‘lb} mqmm
M‘ﬂm nudw‘mn 0s mcyul 'ndmn mgmmm anm

L)
'(. £




S b
“¥ Piday; 8, ‘Sergeant’ Pryor, nccompanied. by Shannon, Hall, and.Wmd-qr;-
arrived,” but without the horses. - They: rdpéﬂe@het.onth second day after
they Teft captain Clarke, they halted to let the horses graze | near the Bed of a
large créek, which contained wo running water ; but soon after o shower of Fivn
féll, and thé creck swelled so suddenly, that several horses which had stmggl«l
across the dry bed of the ‘creek; were obliged to swm Rack. " They nmv‘de--

termined to formn their camp ; but the next moruing wera astonmhed at.not being -

abl to Hnd 4 single one of ‘their borses, They immediately examMed the
neighbourhood, and ‘soon finding the track of the Indians who had stolen the
horsés, porsued them for five miles, where the fugitives. divided into two parties,
They now followed the largest party. five miles further, till they lost all hapes of
oyertaking the Indians, and returned to the camp; and packing the baggage

on their backs, pursued a north-east course towards the Yellowstone. , On the -

followitig' night a wolf: bit- sergeant Pryar through the hand as he ‘uy asleep,
‘@nd “made an attempt ‘to seize. Windsor,; swhen Shannon discovered and shot
* Mim. ""Fhey passed over arbroken open country, and having reached the Yel
lbwm near Pompey's Pillar, they determined to descend the river, and for this
two skin canoes, such as they bad seen among the Mandans and
‘Ricaras. 'They are'made in the following manner:—Two sticks of an inth and
4t quarter in-diameter ave tied together so as to form azound hoop,awhmh serves
for the ‘hrim, while a second hoap, for:, Mthfpm of  the boat, is made-in the
ﬁmewey, and both secared by sticks of ihe same: size from. the sides of the
:!Hdp, fastened by tllnngsmnﬂnzedwd -the haops,, and: at the interstices of
‘the sticks+ overithis frame the. skin is dvawn, closely and, tied with, thongs, so
-as to form a perfect basin, seven feet and three inches in diameter, mpteeu inches
ﬂﬁw&h& with sixteen ribs or - cross-sticks, and, Eapablh of carrying six oweight
“mién with their loads.! Being nmacquainted. with, the river, they thought it mpst
“pradént’ to: divide: their| guns and ammuaition,  so, thak in case of accident all
“sitight’ 1ot be:lost; and therefore built two canocs. , Xn these; frail vessels; they
“enifbarked, ‘and - were, surprised .at. the . perfect ‘secarity jin which they. passed

“Ahvough the most difficalt:shoals and rapids .Qf.-,diefpi’ﬁh \!’Fﬂ)m&ver t;kmg i ° |

water, gven during the highest winds. o5 2on 1 P .
<+0In phssing the cobfluence o&ﬂlq;Xg\lamm Missopei, li;r m glown
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muchaimm. CL o tinld
+ « Saturday, 9. A beavy. dew j'e.ll is, m q}p&m Clarke now pro-
-eeeded slowly down the river, huntmg throﬁgh the low un('is in the nélg*h

«bourhobd after the deer and alk tall late m th a,ﬁern% en&amped on ﬂ‘lﬁ

. south-east side. - Hert they re:p.uned dunqg the next Y,
JQL Y
Sundny, 10, attempting to dry the meat, wflﬁe the fumters were all abroad;

but they could obtain notllang eacept an antelope ‘and one ne Black 'fﬁled dﬁ’ef"
those animals being very scarce on this part of the river. In the low grounds
of the river captain Clarke found to-day a species of cherry which hé had
never seen before, and which seems jaecuhar to this small district of country,

though even there it is not very abundant

The mén also dug up quantities of a Iarge and very insipid root, called by

tlie Indians hankée, and by the engapees, the white apple. It is used by them

ina dry and pounded state, so as to mix with their soup ; but our men boiled

it and ate it with meat. In desoendmg the river yesterday, the squaw brought

in a large well-flavoured gooneberry, of arich crimson colour; and a deep pur-
ple .be.'_ry of a species of currant, common on this river as low as the Mandans.

and called by the engagees, the Indlan currant,

Monday, 11. The next mornm capfam Clarke set out early, and
landed on a sandbar about ten o’clock for the purpose of takitig breakfast and
drying the megt. At noon they proceeded on about two miles; when they ob-
served a canoe near the shore. They 1mmed1ate1y landed, and were equally
surprised and pleased at dlscovermg two men by the names of Dickson and
Hancock, who had come from the THmms ona hnutuig excursion up the Yel-
lowstone. They. had left the Illinois in the summer of 1804, and had spent the

last winter with the Tetons, in cumpauy with a Mr. Caautoln, who bed come -

there asa trader, put whom they had robbed, or rather they haﬂ taken all his

.merchandise and given him a few robes in exchange. These tien had met the °

* boat which we had despatched from fort Mandan, on board of which they were

L

told ghere'avas a Ricara chief on his wa to Wasluhg'tbn ‘and also another
party of Yankton chiefs, accompanyi r. Durion on a visit of the same
kind. We were sorry to learn that the andans and Minnetarcesswere at war
with the Rma:aa, and had killed two of them The Assiniboins, too, are at war
with the Mandans, They. have, in consequence, prohibited the north-western -

from trading to theMmuoun, a.nd even killed two of theirtraders near
tbe' Mouse nvgr, and are now lymg ih wait for Mr. MK enzie ‘of the Nbl'ﬂl-

l'
L f



?.‘!.‘Ii.'l";.‘j: 'J".: 1wl 1 | wld T .‘-*_--.= Al 16 e (1R DS wid .-"_‘,Ml,'ali:

Bl “Sa 0% % Jo anindd sb-u) hygint odysl) iadyma, asver e o

:«rc,.-,.-_'-.-_. 10 Pt 1 i il TRV TS ST dotiw, bos  aylad pece iy

o, JALalaniakd e bl I goil! agea s
".;a-l _hBijd" Joo1 I TR Y e Yt e Yo m 1'|!Il'¢--i!l AU b wels |1’-|i'." LY A

09il3 yd hoes ov 3k - sigiy o el iy wismmans <A e b Podnngd comibi Y S

hdiod vinsit vide 704 ‘iR DaA A Ziir oY 2 ar Cqieth D i ,."--1 b & ot

: i b M‘rr Ful RS B ) wubnsaeuly ol M 1 245 _boa 3

*Df{f' !B De o 1 4 '.,f;l y ' Lid~iig it aa"_‘..',lr'u_l.'
s .

.:nuimr.M xﬁa ?Ju; el wu elil) Lo AHTHUGD S I o Lis poly i i e L ;y\h'.l

. onsrwe meihal silt evax nnn-ody vd bwliso bos
' Bag oli8s 360, Yes o3daiD sullyes, numgrom e uall L R § T Y

boe twildasrd yuizes e e TR Avola'e aus taods e dhadge £ 1o hobhnal
~dogodr-asdw Nshun 0wt t0ds 4o tmbrrmq vl woog JA Agoam w3 wii ke
vibaups svaw b Bobiiet eTdibotitdi vod T iavald 5 1638 sona 5 8 haywe
B woSIICT Yo S5lded il vd asin owe aMave vails 18 boag lg by lm“-i-ma
B0 g nrbqu Woias 25 gmmud’ £ {10 aom‘!l ) metl srmes bed odw dadeesB
oy matﬁ’-bml"fn*- T satauise ol ar cignill) aild Dol bad, gad . anosawal
ﬁma lmil ody monm.aj' Al o diew (O8G0 ul .mc.bl aly drw sehiier 2ep)
2id te miu Lad tOil w'l 0 .bmldm bad yod; mm{w Jﬂﬂ 9her? 8 s Agils
iﬂ‘“ﬂfﬂ :ugnmhn i vador wsl 2 id guvig Los serba s
sww i dhidie 16 Basod 110 Va8bASNE 101 mat hatlndneab bnd hgy Abin Skod

wmﬂu‘ﬁ W ol pw el o Wids desifl s wel Sty Bloy

Bl ai nt.quun.n‘, Maidy popluaY Yo 1iaq

et é’éhdfm?{l'qzﬂoe‘ﬁ? l" S‘i
i P T ‘wt H&d bad bosg tm;.uﬂ_ Jd! '.
- SIRsp: ' 'i' .muw




’

m aw o&'w aswm

0l oo

ot e BT A vy Flie Treretiytor et e irrrerembrymen b el Sreed! et mmm
. =% . i )
- ot R R mottenidl SR s Setiolr el ezl e o Y gppnress
" 1 rr 8 adl
el il . o yerrds P orevTral oyt Ain il :J.fr”h_. Mty sl sl DBTTIIIS.
uw . " + bl —
.r, B o AL, - ity ol oot e Bl ol | s rn e
L
% . CURIE e ST U LT
. - 4 .o & }
s ' HA!PW e g
w2 : S e C 5 :
{8 A Lag L - Rt TN B

THE u;n-, WHILE DESCENDING THE RIVER wmmmm-‘cﬁﬂm (ARE OVER-
TAKEN BY THE DETACHMENT UNDER CAPTATN LEWIS, AND THE WHOLE PARTY
'NOW ONCE MORE HAPPILY UNITED, DESCEND THE MISSOURI TOGETHER—THEY
'ONCE MORE REVISIT THE MINNETAREE INDIANS, AND HOLD A COUNCIL WITH
THAT NATION, AS WELL AS THE MAHAHAS—CAPTAIN CLARKE ENDEAVOURS TO
PERSUADE THEIR. OHIEFS TO AGCOMPANY JIM TO THE UNITED STATES, WHICH
_INVITATION THEY nncmun, ON ACGOUNT OF rnmn rzau OF THE uom: AN
‘THEIR PASSAGE DOWN THE RIVER—COLTER, ONE OF THE rurrr, REQUESTS AND
OBTAINS LIBERTY T0 KEMAIN AMONGST THE n&b‘unc, FOR THE ‘PURPOSE OF KUNT-

ING BEAVER—FRIENDLY DEPORTMENT OF THE lnﬁba‘n—-‘omm‘"'lum o

CAPTAIN CLARKE WITH THE OHIEPS OF THE DIFFERENT VIILAGES—THE CHIRP
w 'rn: BIGWHITE, WITH HIS WIFE AND 80N, AGREE TO nmnﬁ: THE
J&ﬂrr 1'0 “THE UNITED STATES, WHO TAKES AN AFFEQTING rmm::.p,pq“!’.

* NATION—CHABONEAU, WITH HIs WIFE AND CHILD, DECLINES Vlﬂl'tl,ﬁﬂ t‘.’?‘ uu@

_STATES, AND 1 LEET AMONGST THE INDIANS—THE PARTY AT LENGTH PRO-
 CEED ON THEIR :aunumr, AND FIND THAT THE COURSE or THE utasouaq‘ 151N
SOME PLACES CHANGED SINCE THEIR PASSAGE UP ﬁiu RIVER—THEY ARRIVE
" AMONGST THE mcaui—cﬁ‘unmn OF THE CHAYENNES; THEIR iﬂnu“n*ﬁi-ﬁ;
&C.—~CAPTAIN CLARKE OFFERS TO THE CHIEF wmmwm WHIOH
| HE AT FIRST REFUSES, BELIEVING IT TO BE MEDICINE, BUT \WHILH MEB 15°AFs
TERWARDS PREVAILED ON T0 ACCEPT~THE RICARAS w‘l‘&m:ﬂﬂ
OF THEIR PARTY TO AGCOMPANY GAPTALN. CLAREE 10 ?W!E-U“Fﬂﬂ#m

TIL . THE RRTORY . OF ENALR, CH FRETy MARAD T ANIBA AR EARTY,
PROCEED RAPIDLY DOWN nu ﬂpr PARE roghnln THE u ru m

MITIIEN

3 4 £
THE TETONS, l?‘l‘ nncuvs »o uumur FROM 'l‘ll x—-ua lnl OF
 BUFFALOE snau NEAR mﬂ‘r nlvnn-—ﬂi g l&ﬁ

i‘nn nnﬁsk ﬁu’u” iniﬁﬁ?ﬂu ‘ro -:;i%—mi‘iﬂﬂt‘r‘r" m
e o woded) Jase yiadebommi W a0 -geisw is baesnlq d'uun R
Toespay,’ Augest 12. *rm party contintied wwsam‘ﬂdm
One of the skin canbes whs' by accident pierced ‘with & suiall hole; h.mléy
mm*ﬁw & of m&amgm wi’.’“"" amm mmw

-
L]



641 BT

who they then learnt had been wounded the day hefore; and was thep lying in
the perioque. After giving to his wound all the at{gntion in our power, we
remained here some time, during which we were overtaken b our tWo men,
accompanied by Dickson and Hancock, who wished to go with us as far al .the
Mandans. The whole party being now happily reunited, we left the two Kin
canoes, and all embarked together, about 3 o’clock, in tlre boats. The wind
was however very high from the south-west, accompamcd with raia, so, that »
we did not, go far before we halted for the night on a sandbat. Captain® Lewis's
wound was now sore and somewhat painful, - The next day,

Wednesday, 13, we set out by sunrise, and having- a very strong breeze from
the north-west, ‘proceeded on rapidly. At eight o'clock we passed the mouth
of the Little Missouri. Some Indians were seen at a distance below in a skin
canoe, and were probably some of the Minnétarees on their return from a hunt-
ng' excursion, as we passed one of their camps on the south-west sld'e. where
they had left a cance. Two other Indians were seen far off on one of the hl“!,
" and we shall therefore soon meet with our old acquaintances, the Mandans.
At sunset. we arrived at the entrance of Miry river, and encamped on the north-
east side; having come by the assistance of the wind and our oars, adistsnog of
eightv-slx ‘miles;  The air was cool, and the mquuwescensedtotronbleus
as fhéy had done.

Tﬁursaay, 14. We again sel out at sunrise, and at length approached the
graq:{ ﬂlla,gﬁ of, the Minnetarees, were the natives had collected to view us as-
we passed. . We_fired the blunderbuss several times by way of salate, and soon
after, Janded .at the bank near the village of the Mahahas,. or Shoe Indians, and
were-received: by a crowd of people, who came to welcome our return. Among
these were the principal chief of the Mahahas, and the chief of the Little Min-
netaree village, both of whom expressed great pleasare at seeing’ us again; but
the Tatter wept m(lst"bitfe‘i'fy On” mq‘tﬂry;' if'appéni'ed #hat " his' tears were ex-
cited, Betw the si iit of us reminded ‘hltﬂ of' ‘his son, who had been Tately
kl!lg& }‘,’}' ,q;,f mi‘;k{o?'i ]qu‘la.np, ,uk{-r remammg ﬂ:ere a few mmutes we
crassed 10 the, Mandan,village of the Blackeat, where 11l the inhabitaugs seenxed :
very much pleased at secing us. We immediately sent Chaboneau With an in- »
vitation, for the Minnetaees to Nisit us,, and. despatched Drewyer to the, lopwer
_ village of the Mandans tohring.dssseayme, a3 an; interpreter., Captais, Clarke,

in.the meantime, walked up to the village of the Blackeat, mukq%pqd-hy sl
mmmmwm rebuilt, since.our ¢ and was pow
5o quarrel baying  agisen m.ahe,hdlmL of
onmbay;of familigs. mw@w opposite side.
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‘the arrival of Jessaume, captain Clarke, addressed the ‘chiefs. We spoke to
them mow, he said, in the same language we had done before ; and repeated
his mv'!auon to accompany him to the United States, to hear in person the
tduaisels of their great father, who can at all times protect these who open their
ear§ to his counsels, and punish his enemies. The Blackeat in reply, declared
€ that he wished to visi{ the United States, and see his great father, but was afraid
* ofthe Sioux, who had killed several of the Mandans since our departure, and
who were now on the river below, and would intercept him if he attempted te go.
Captain Clarke endeavoured to quiet his apprehensions by assuring bim that he
would not suffer the Sioux to injure one of our red children who should aecom-
pany us, and that they should return loaded with presents, and protected at the
expense of the United States. The council was then broken up, after which we
crossed and formed oar camp on the other sille of the river, where we should be
sheltered from the rain. Soon after the chief of the Mahahas informed us, that
if we would send to his village, we should have some corn. ‘Fhree men were
therefore despatched, and soon after returned loaded with as much as they could
carry ; and were soon followed by the chief and his wife, to whom we presented
a few peedles and other articles fit for women. 1In a short time the Borgne (the
‘g‘reat"chlef of all the Minnetarees) came down, attended by several other chiefs,
to whom, after smoking a pipe, captain Clarke now made an harangue, renewing
his assarances of friendship and the invitation to go with usto Washington. - He
was answered by the Borgne, who began by declaring that he much desired to
visit his great: father, bat that the Sioux would certainly kill any of the Mandans
who should attempt to go down the river. 'They were bad people; and would
not listen to any advice. When he saw us last, ‘we had told him that we had
made peace with all the nations below, yet the Sioux had since killed eightof
his tribe, and stolen a pum'ber of their horses. The Ricaras too-had stolen their
horses, and in the contest his people hiad killed two of the Ricdras. Yebin spite -
of these dlspoml::ohs be had always had his ears open to oar:counsels, and had °
actually made a peace with the Chayennes and the Indians of the Rocky moun-
tains. JHe éenclnted by saying, that however disposed they were to visit the
* United Sfates, the fear of the Sioux would preventthem from going with us.
. The council was. then finished, and soon afterwards an invitation wis received
. ﬁ'om the Blackcat, who, on captain Clarke’s arrival at his village, presented
with a- dozen bushels of corn, which hé said was a large proportion of what
Be@lemod ‘and a.&ersmokingapape, declared that his people were too
Wn #f af Sioux to ‘venture with us.  Captain-Clarke then spoke to
iefs ¢ 'oftlmu!l;gt- ﬂem‘mwmwm ;
"B ¢ he )
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of them shotld see ‘their great father, and hear his gaed words and receivey
his gifts, and requested them to fix on some conﬁdenh&l chief who fmght ac®
company s, To- this they made the same objections 25 Before, tilbat [ength a
young man offered to go, and the warriors all assented to it. Bk the chauctet
of this man was known to be bad, and one of the party with captain Clarkg 1 in-
formed him that at the moment he had in his poaseamon a knife which *he J:ad
stolen, Captain Clarke therefore told the chief of this theft, and ordered tl:w
knife to bg given up.. This was done with a poor apology for having it fn his
possession, and captain Clarke then reproached the chiefs for wishing to send
sich o fellow to see and hear so distinguished a person as their great father:
Phey all hung down their heads for some time, till the Blackcat apologized by
saying, that the danger was such that they were afraid of sending any of their
M as they cousidered his loss almost inevitable. . Captein Clarke remained
some time with them, smoking and relating various particulars of hts journey,
and then left them to visit the second chief of the Mandans (or the Blackerow)

* who had expressed some disposition to accompany us. He seemed well inclined
to the journey, but was unwilling to decide till he had called a council of his
people, which he intended to dein the afternoon, On returning to the camp, he
foand' the cliief of the Mahahas, and also the chief of the Little Mimyethree
village, ‘who brought a present.of corn on their mules, of whicli they possess
séveral; and which they procure from the Crow Indians, who either buy or steal
them' on the frentiers of the Spanish settlements. A great namber of the
Endians visited us for the purpose of renewing their acgnaiatance, or of exchang-
ittg' robes or other avticles for the skins brought by the men.
2 Jav the evening we were applied to by one of our men, Colter, who was
desirous of joining the two trappers who had accompanied us, and who now
pwpused‘ an:expedition up the river, in which they were to find traps and give
it @ share of the profits. The offer was a very advanhg'eous one, and as he
had' always-performed bis duty, and his services mlght Jdispensed with, we
agreed that be might go; provided none of the rest would ask or expect a similar
wﬁ o this they cheerfully answered, that lhﬂy«!nuhed Colter every .

, aud would not apply for liberty to separate before we reached S, Eouis. = ¢

‘We; therefore, supplied him, as did his comrades also, with powder and lead, and *
@ variety of -articles'which might be useful to him, and he lefl us the next *duy. .
hw'ﬂmm&nwmQM may be weaned from the lmh& o
dmﬂaﬁﬁqmmm less fascinating um&mofthe’
This binter has been now absent for mm ﬁmn e frontiers, and Fight
M be-presumed to biave some aniety, or some  ciosity d® least
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© his fnends ‘and his country yet just af the moment when"he is approaching
Che fronhers, he is tempted by a hunting schewe, to give up those. delightful
prospectf, and go bick without the least relactance to the solitude of the
woodr. ;

“n the evening Chaboneau, who had been mingling with the Indians, and
Jad learned ‘what had taken place during our absence, informed us, that as soon

_ as'we had léft the Minnétarees, they sent out a war party against the Shosho-

nees, whom they atiacked and routed, though in the engagement they lost two
men, one of whom was the son of the chief of the Little Minnetaree village.
Asiother war party had gone against the Ricaras, two of whom they killed. A
mistinderstanding ‘too had taKen place between the Mandans and Minnetarees,
in‘eonsequence of a dispute about a woman, which had nearly occasioned a war;
but at héngth a pipe was presented by the Mimnetarees, and a reconciliation took
plﬁce

«Priday 15. The Mandans had offered to give us some carn, and on sendmg
thlB morning, we found a greater qua.ntlty collected for our use than all our
canoes would contain. 'We therefore thanked the chief and took only six loads.
At ten o’clock the chiefs of the different villages came down to smoke with us,
We'threfore took this opportunity of endeayouring to engage the Bor,gne in
cur interests by a present of the swivel, which is no longer uervlceable, as it can-
not be discharged from our largest perioque. It was now loaded, and the chiefs.
being formed into'a citcle round it, captain Clarke addressed them with great
ceremony. He said that he had Tistened with much ‘attention to what had yes-
terday been declared by the Borgne, whom he believed to be sincere, and then.
véproachied them with their disregard of our counsels ‘and then; wars on 1 the
Shoshonees and Ricaras.  Littlecherry, the o'ld Mlnnetaree c?uef a.mm;ered thnt
they' had long staid at home and listened to our adnce bqt at last ent to ’Y“

against the ‘Sioux, bécause theit horses had 'been s sto‘l, nqimd ir éhiﬁpn}qqs
killed; and that in an expedmon agamst those People, th ) t’bP

III?) MO "m

ras, who were on their way to strike them, and a 'batﬂe enmedr 1?1111 1y r, re, 3

« he'said," they swould attend to our words and live at peace. ".Bogg?qe!g&d ,
 that lggwi;q‘too wonld always bé' open to the words oflus ‘ er,P!im_ L

against bud ‘counsel. Captain’ Clarke then presented tq thé "
which we told him had announced ihéWordsofhls great father to aii‘ e nations
wd had- seex, and'which, whenever it was fired, shb‘uia]man those which 1{“
“bad delivered to him. The gun was theniﬂinchirged and the ‘g% ,]:ﬁ)m
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"I the afternoon, captain Clarke walked'up to«he village of the Littlecroﬁ.
taking a flag, which he intended to present to him, bu® was surprisgd oft being
told by him that he had given over all intention of accompanyipg us, angl o "
fused the flag. He found that this was occasioned by a jealousy between 'hlm
and the principal chief, Bigwhite : on the interference, howeveg, «of Je:seapme, -
the two chiefs were reconciled, and it was agreed 3hatoth‘l3 Bigwhite hunsell’
should accompany us with his wife and son. . o N 5

*Saturtlay, 16. The principal chiefs of the Minnetarees came down to bid us
farewell, as none of them could be prevailed on to go with us. This cireuur-
stance induced our interpreter, Chaboneau, withyhis wife and child, to remain
here, as he could be no longer useful ; and notwithstanding our offers of taking
him with us to the United States, he said that he had there no acquaintance, and
no ghance of making a livelihood, and preferred remaining among the” Indians,
This man has been very serviceable to us, and his wife particalarly useful among
the Shoshonees. Indeed, she has borne, with a patience truly admirable, the
fatigues of so long a route, incumbered with the charge of an infant, who is
even now only nineteen months old. 'We therefore paid him his wages, amount-
ing to five hundred dollars and thirty-three cents, including the priee ofg Norse
and a lodge purchased of him ; and soon afierwards dropped down to. the village
of the B'ig_“ihite, atlended on shere by all the Indian chiefs, who went, to take
leave of him. = We found him surrounded by his friends, who sat in a circle
smokmg, w]uha the women were crying. He immediately sent his. wife and
son, _w;th their baggage, on board accompanied by ‘the intefpreter and his
wife, and two children ; and then, after distributing among his friends some
powd‘er and ball, which we had given to him, and; smoking a pipe with us,
went with us to the river mde The whole village crowded about us, and many
o’f?he peop'le wepi alond at the dep.nrture of the chief,  +As captain Clarke was
'*ng hanas mth t.he p}'mc;pal clans of all the vnllgkes, they requested that

he s won i1 o si -:f"ﬂ’ them ope‘]t‘:sl?i?ent longgr Bemg willing to_gratify them, he
S;él‘ryii}ecf“uia tqrd'qued a il pe, aﬁar smo]mlg' which, they mformed him that .

n{:he SAW Us,
tlnl siddal hl I

vm n w seen ou; words were all true;  they would carefnlly remember

fbael;;" fﬂ%, 111 v;ee, thﬂt llﬂ lplght tell their great father that the %
% l% . B m

ey dld not beheve all that we, then tald -l.heln but .

l-v‘l'

dqotggke war on any people. except. in de- * i
I,, upnted him to tell the Ricaras {6, comannqw
éhej eant t n&*um no harm, but were

oux., how::r, they had ne dependuwice, mqst‘

kiﬂ ﬂmn whenefer they made war 'partles.agamst. their c? Captajn ..
ot
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.Blarke n rap]*y, mformed them that wé had never insisted. on their not ﬂdend-
ing dﬁmselves, but. requested only that they would not strike those whom we
‘had taken by the hand ; that we would apprise the Ricaras of their friendly in-
ienﬁons, and that, although we had not seen those of the Sioux with whom they
wmatw, avg should relate ¢heir conduct to their great father, who would
“ take measures for pro“ncnpg a general peace among all his red children.

The Borgne now rgquested that we would take good care of this chief, who
would report whatever their great father should say ; and the council being then
broken up, we taok leave with a salute from a gun, and then proceeded. . On
reaching fort Mandan, we found a few pickets standing on the river side, but all the
houses except one bad been burnt by an accidental fire. At the distance of
eighteen miles we veached the old Ricara village, where we encamped on the
south-west side, the wind being too violent, and the waves too high, to permit
us to go any further. The same cause prevented us from setfing out before
eight o'clock the next day,

Meonday, 18, Soon after we embarked, an Indian came running down teo |

the beach, who appeared very anxious to speak to us. We went ashore, and
found ,)t was the brother of the Bigwhite, who was encamped at no great distance,
gnd hearing of our departure, came to take leave of the chief. The Bigwhite
gave him a pair of leggings, and they separated in a most affectionate man-
ner; and we then continued, though the wind and waves were still high., . The
Indian chief seems quite satisfied with’ his treatment, and doring the whole of
bis time ‘was employed in pointing out the: ancient monuments of the Man-
dans, or in relating their traditions. At length, after malupg forty miles, we
encamped on the north-east side, opposite an old Mandan wllage, and below
the mouth of Chesshetah river.
. 'Tuesday, 19. The wind was so violent, .I;hat we weue not. the to prweed un-
til four in the aﬂernopn,dnrms which time ;hehmlters killed fom- elk and twelye
deer. We then went on for ten miles, and came to on a pandbar. The
. and wind cnntmned through the night, and duuug: the whqle of tbe next
Waﬂlﬂﬂay- 20, the waves were so J:ugh, that one man was constantl _
enp.dm bailing the boats, We passed, at moon, Canponhall nvd&-; and lm;
th:pemthaaftemn.theanhmmnﬁthen;er g,thebound}wyof&e

. " gountry claimed by the Sioux; and after coming. e%,one miles,.

a sandbas,  The:plains, are beginning to_ change theif dppearance,
of ayellow éolour, - We have seen groat numibers o welves
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to-day, and some buffaloe and elk thougl thae are by no means so nbu-ndn‘
ason the Yellowstone. v o 1+ S

Since we passed in 1804, a very obvious change.hh taken phtcp'm&e cur-
rent and appearance of the Missouri. Tn places where at that time &el\e were
sandbars, the carrent of the river now passes, and the former channel- oflhe

- river is in tarn a bank of sand. Saudbars thelt naked, are cyvered with wﬂ-
Jows several feet high : the entrance of some of the sreeks and rivers changaf
in consequence of the quantity of mud thrown into thery ; and in sdge bf the

*bottoms are layers of mud eight inches in depth.

Thursday, 21. We rose after a night of broken rest, owing to 'the mus- .
quitoes, and having put our arms in order, so a§¥o be prepared for an attack,
continned our course. We soon met three traders, two of whom had
wintered with us among the Mandans in 1804, and who were now on their
way there. They had exhausted all their powder and lead ; we therefor® supplied
‘them with both. They informed us, that seven hundred Stoux had passed dhe i
Ricara towns on their way to make war against the Mandans and Minnetarees,
leaving their women and children encamped near the Big-bend of the Missouri,
‘and that the Ricaras all remained at home, without taking any part in
the war. They also told us, that the Pawnee, or Ricara chief whp *went
o the United States in the sprmg of 1805, died on his return near Sioyx
river.

We then left them, and soon afterwards arrived oppostte to the upper Rwan
villages, “We salited them with the discharge of four guns, which they an-
sweied n the same manner ; and on our linding we were met by the greater

"part of the inhabitants of each village, and also by a band of Chaytnm, who
.were encamped on a hill in the neighbourhood.
As soon as captain Clarke stepped on shore, he ‘was greeted by them
chiefs to whom we had given medals on ouf last visit} "and as they, as ‘well as
the rest, appeared much rejoiced at out return, and desirous of hearing from the
: mnéan., e sat down oo’ the bank, while the Ricaras and Chayennes formed
" circle round him ; and aftér smoking, ‘e informed them, as be had already,
done the Minnetarees, of the various tribes we had visited, and ou.l' mnety io .
,‘ M'p&um&g our 'red brethren. He then expressed his regret at their
4 bwmgaﬂa ke ‘ﬁtﬂindnﬁs, who‘had listoned to our eotmieh. and hpd M on -.
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mwm wals gadklar chtefthin himself, and to hifn Wctefors o Bal diié

mendéred the flag and ‘hedal with which we Tiad honoured hini. “This’ chief,
who wilk dbsent at our Jiftt. visit, is a man of thirty-five years of age, a ﬁor.it,

: well looking men;, and called by the Indians, Grayeyes.

nﬂe now made a very animated reply. He declared that the Ricaras ‘were

- wﬂlipg 0 follow ¢the counsels wé had given them, but a few of their bad young

‘men would.not live 1n Peaae, but had joined the Sioux, and thus embroiled them
" with the, ¥andaus. « These young men had, however, been driven out of the
villages, and as the Ricaras were now separated from the Sioux, who were a bad

. people, and the cause of ull their misfortunes, they desired to be at peace
" with the Mandans, and would'receive them with kindness and friendship. * Se-

veral of the chiefs he said were desirous of visiting their great father, but 4s the
chief who went to the United States last sammaer had not returned; and they had
some fears for his safety, on account of the Sioux, they did not wish fo léave
howie until they heard of him. With regard to himself, he would continue
with his nation, to see that they followed our advice.

The sun being now very hot, the chief of the Chayennes invited us to his
lodge, which was at no great distance from the river. We fullowed him, and
fountl g¢very Jarge lodge, made of twenty buffaloe skins, surrounded hy e:gb-:
teen ortwenty lodges, nearly equal in size. "Fhe rest of the nation‘are expected
to-morrow, and will make the number of one nfudred and thirty or ﬁﬁy lodg'es,
containing from three hundred and ﬁﬁy to four hundred men, at wh:ch the men
of the nation may be computed. These Chayennes are a fine 100'kmg peopl.e
of a large stature, straight limbs, high cheek-bonés and noses, and of 2 comi-
plexion similar to that of the Ricaras. THéir éafs are’ cut it the wer part, bat
few wear ornaments in them : the “hair is generally cut over the e’yebroWs and’
small ormaments fall down the ‘cheeks, the ‘remainder bemg either th-usted
with horse or buffaloe hmr, and ‘divided over éaéh $houlder, " ‘or éﬁe ot
looaely behind. Their decorations ¢onsist chicfly of ‘blue Ws, siiem,, red pa:ﬂt,
brass rings, bears’ claws, and strlps of "otter ‘skitiy; of which'lla#t r’héy as wéll'as”
« the Ricaras, gre very fond.  The' women are coatbédn their fe’afﬁréis % vi;fﬂi wide”
mouths, nnq agly. Their dréss consists of ‘4 habit " ﬁlﬂlhg to ‘the ’midleg, and’
‘ made of two equal pieces of leather, sewed fr om the bottom with aﬂ!ﬂl@&ﬂ, ivfﬂ:l'1

 a flap hanging neafly half way dowi the body., Both beforé and ‘behind. “These
« are burat with varions Egures, by means of a hot S‘hck“inﬁ"aﬂo‘rﬁw #ﬂﬂ héltfd"

ells, and elks" tisks, which all Tdidns adinire, Theé et oeidiisind dhe’ BIt"
'thﬁsm.bus the hair is plain dnd flows down the'back.” "The sunimer
"iumpte buﬁbéme ‘o cloth romid the Wast, moccasins,
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cautiouy, but are peaceably disposed, and profess to makg war wm
3%“’*3’0‘“ » With whom they haye been engaged gnWmm
In their excarsions they are accompanied by their dogs ang horses, which,
they possess in great numbers, the former serving to carry almost all their B@bt
baggage, After smoking for some time, captain Clarke gave .amﬂ wadilm
the Ohlyenne chief, and explained at the same time the meaning of it. ﬁg’
seemed alarmed at_this present, and sent for a robe and a quantity qf buffaloe *
meat, which he gave to captain Clarke, and requested him to take Imek the,
medal, for he knew that all white people were medicine, and he was afraid of
the edal, or of any thing else which the white. people gave to the Indians, °
Captain Clarke then repeated his intention in giving the medal, which was the
medicine bis great father had directed him to deliver te all chiefs who listened
to his word and followed his counsels ; and that as he had done so, the medal
was given as a proof that we believed him sincere. | He noy appeurad satisfied -
. and received the medal, in retarn for which he gave double the quantity of buf-.
fa.loe meat, he had offered. before. He seemed now quite reconciled to the
apd requested that some traders might be sent among the Chsyennu
!wﬁ he said, in a country fall of Leaver, but did not understang wgll how.
tg h them, s nnd were dmconraged from it by having no sale for thenf _when
emg'bt.f quptam Cla.rke promised that they should be. soon supplied with g'oodg
lmd taugb], the best mode. of catching beaver. :
m:':t e Blgwlnte, Q]nef of the Mandans', nqw addreased them at lome lengﬂ:’
cx‘p]ggqng the paclﬁc intentions of his nation; and the Chayermo obperved ﬂn.?
both the Ricaras and Mandauq seemed to_be.in fault; but at the end of the
cguucil, the. Maudan chief, was treated with great civility, and the greatest har-
meny prevailed among tjmp The great. chief, however, informed us, that none
of the Rica qua could h?premled on to, go with us till the return of the other
MI%M *’ W“J eongs.were a wild PWR“: ‘“’d 'fmdf‘p g9 He xmnt.-
%Wc &M‘m and gave him two E_a,grom of' vobacco,,two buver
' of boiled, mm%!w'-r; “?*'w A g “'%“1,.
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3&"’% teoffer to every, white man food an yim
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chief, on hm;.ng. the Mandan, began to speak to him in & loud and threatening
tane, till captain: Clarke, declared that, tlte Mandans had listened to our conneils,
and that lfuauy injury. gvac done to the chief, we should defend hun agmnstﬁ?m
nation. ‘He then inyited the Mandan to_his lodge, and after a very ceremoni-
" ouésmoking, assured captain Clarke that the Mandan was as safe as at home, for
the R:cqras,,l,md gpened their eaws to our counsels as well as the Mandavs. | This
‘was rep@md by ,tha great chief, and the Mandan and Ricara chiefs now,  smoked
: and,eenymed in great gpparent harmony ; after which we returned to ;he boats.
The whole distance to-day was twenty-nine miles. AT
. Friday, 22. It rained all night, so that we all rose this mornmg qmtg. wg;,
- and were about proceeding, when captain Clarke was requested to visit.the
chiefs, - They now made seyeral speeches, in which they said that they were un-
willing to go with us, until the return of then;s countrymen : and  that, although
they disliked the Sioux as the origin of all their troubles, yet as they had more
horses than they wanted, and were in want of guns and powder, they would. be
obhged to trade once more with them for those articles, after which they would
break off all connexion with them. He now returned to the boats, and after
taking leave of the people, who seemed to regret our departure, and firing a sa-
"ll_.ltepf. two_guns, proceeded seventeen miles, and encamped beloy Giouse island.
We mude only seventeen miles to-day, for we were obliged.to land near Wetar-
Boo river to dry our baggage, besides which the sandbars are now, unusually nu-
merous as the river widens below the Ricara villages. - Captain Lewis is now so
far recovered that he was able to walk a little to-day for the first time. While
here we had occasion to notice that the Mandans p.g,wze].l.ns the Mnne;amgg and
Ricaras keep their horses in the same lodges wﬂ%upﬂiyes. b ik i
_ Saturday, 23. We set out early, but the wind was so lngh, &at soon after
. passing the Sahwacanah, we were obhged to go on shore, and remain till thrze
©'clock, when a heayy phower of rain fell and the ,wx,!l:d WWWQ then, conti-
nued our route, and. aftcr a dq.y’p journey of forty miles WM,, m}f’“
shore we killed three deer and as many elk. Alqng!the river are, great guanti-
ties of grapes and chokechemes w:d also. qapecles of gn'rmt which we haye ngyer,
" seen. befoz;e ‘it is black, with a ]egf much larger than that of ﬂ}ﬂﬁqﬂqﬁ currauts,
and iaferior in flavour to all of then;n i 1O T
_ ﬁnnﬂay,u. ~ We set put,at aupnge,nnigf e;gh,tg,,gyc WM*
island, opposite to the lower part, of which,we landed to examine a stratum of
stone,m the tap of a blaff of remarkably black clay% E}&m white, and con-
A, 8. xory. five gt s s «mm s"!gl.ll' bF#*R will srshleto piece
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Hours, but proceeded a1 five o'clock. * After making forty-three wmilés, we' 61
ceamped at the gorge of the Lookout 'hend'of the Misouri. The Sioux have
datély passed in this quarter, and there is now very ltfe gwame, andsthaf*so wild,
that we were unable to shoot any thing. Five of the bunters were therequ sent |
‘ghead before daylight next morming, ' ; ". /
" Monday, 25, to liunt in the Pawnee island, tind ‘we follpwed *hem sson lftar
‘At eight o’clock we reached the entrance of the Chayemme; “where we remarhoa
till noon, in order to take a meridian observation. A} three o’clock v’ passed
. the old Pawnee village, near which we had met the T'etons in 1804, and encamp- .
ved ina large bottom' on the north-east side; a little below the mouth of Notimber .
creek. Just above our camp the Ricaras had formerly a large village on éach A
side 'of the river, and there are still seen the remains of five villages on the sonth-
vwest side, below the Chayenne, and one also on Lahoocat’s island ; but these
‘have ‘all been destroyed by the Sionx. The weather was clear and calm, but
by means of our oars we made forty-eight mt{es Onr hunters procured nothng '
’except afew deer.

The skirt of timber in-the behd above the Chayenne is inconsiderable, and
‘scattered from four to sixteen miles on the south-west side of the river, and the
‘thickest part i from the distance of from ten tosix miles of the‘Chayamu.. There
3iitl% a'narrow bottom of small cottonwood trees on the north-east point, at the

“distance of four miles above the river: also a few large trees, and a small under

- gl'cm'th of wﬂldwd o the lower side bottom on the Missouri for half a mile, and
étténdmg- a qnnﬂei- of amile up the Chayenne : there is a bottom of cotton
" timibet i the part ‘abové the-Chayénne. The Chayenne dnchirges but a htﬂe
water at its mouth, which resembles that of ‘the Missouri. e
'7'"4‘ Tuesddy, 26. After a heayy dew we set out, and at nine 6’clock reae’he&&e
‘%ﬁiﬂc@ ‘of 'bebn river, béelow which were a raft and a skin canoe, which induc-
e uh“td tdspedt ‘that the Tetons were in the nelghhourhood The arms weére
“Ahérefore put it perfect order, and every thing preparéd to révenge the slightest
ikl m&d‘bﬂp]& 0 whom it is necessary to show an example of salutary
“rigour. * We, However, went on without seeing any of them, althoagh we werg
‘bliged t6 Tuid near Srioke ereek for two'hours; fo'stop 1 leak 16 he periodie,
Here*ye saw great quantities of ploms and grapes, but not yet ripe. At five
‘8‘&6& \SM ‘Liouisville's fort, on Cedar island, twelve miles belows which ,.
ﬁﬁn“ible to row dixfy'lmle:, with the wmd ail‘ead d;li'ing-

o1e k&.kv -‘-".a "hi'*:ﬂj-f 1y "': Ak AR Y

edie _ '*ﬁﬁ m&ﬁia‘ivmiet out withuﬁﬁ‘autem M‘Hﬁm g

fistarice of ‘a few miles landed on-a 5 wqﬁu
402. g % *. .
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6f meat, Which was now completely exbausted. But after » hunt of thr
they repprted that no ganic, was to be found in the bottoms, the mhmgbm
- laid flat by the immense number of buffaloes which had recently passed over it ;
ud}httheymonlyafevhﬁlm WMMMmkﬂ.uﬂnwae
.quite unfit for<use. Near this place we obsevved, however, the first sigus of the
wild turkey ; ainuhg-hlndduﬁewndhﬂdmﬁeh
elk, oft which we feactefl. . Towards night we heard the bellowing of the buffa-
loe balls, on the lower island of the Bigbend. -We pursued this agreeable sound,
~ and after killing some of the mmmpedmthedmdﬁnnyﬂwmhﬁw

thé.camp of last might. :

Thursday, 28. We pwaa‘ad atan enrly bonr, hnung pmenoqd‘y despmbed
su-ehnnm-ahnd,mthordqntnpmusuourdd camp a little above Corvus
creek, where we intended remaining one day, in order to procure the skins and
skeletons of some animals, such asthe mule-deerythe antelope, the barking-squirrel,
and the magpie, which we were delu‘ousof carrying to the United States, and
which we had seen in great abundance, Afer rowing thirty-two miles we
danded at twelve, and formed a camp in a high bottom, thinly imbered ,and
coveted awith grass, and not covered with musquitoes. Soon after we arrived |
ﬁmwﬂmﬂdmmmwwbﬂmwﬁomw}d
brought great quantities of large well flavoured plams of three diferent species.,

- The hunters returned in the afternoon, without Mﬂh»mqqf
*M"wﬂwmmzﬂWWﬁwdem,,.
mon deer, and had seen large herds of buffaloe, ofvluohtbnybm‘pm
They resumed their hunt in the moruing, .. o Wi bad l5abos we 0t Vesh rad

Friday, 29, and the rest of the party were cmployed in dresing except
two, who were sent to_the village of the barking squirrels, byt _}ﬂ#"ﬂﬂ".
of them out of their holes, #tu.anloﬁk,ﬂp,w we pro-
ceeded ; and soon‘passed’the entrance dmmq.th,r_ which is at
this tune nearly the. golour of milk, The day was spevt. in buating along, the
river ; 0 that we did not advance more than twenty miles; but with
.qu.m unable to kill either a mule-deer or an antelope, m
cared the,dommon deer, a_poreupine, and some buffaloe.  These Jast
: mmnmuhnﬂmﬂdmmm,m"_ iw
e, A ened d w'mg' Ao

* 4 mmwm ,
' *!ﬂ”:”M*ﬁW‘!w ZAmE i genergl, we
: mmw«mgmmun_ | »
.nyl;mgbetmmmung ik
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“Satarday, 30. m.wmm:w ummm%
JETE OGN L5 i G oio Wi, s ieF §5 it st Wudbesds Durmg
ﬁmmﬂthtmemmﬂmn
were so fortunate as to kill two bnek elks. We then proceeded down the giver,

and wete about landing at & place where WNWMﬂmM
when several persons appeared on the high hills to the north-eastNwhoms by the

elp of the spy-glass, we distinguished to be Tudians. » WE kinded on.the south-"

west side of the river, and inmediately after saw, on ammw\ow.
ubout twenty persons, one of whom, from his blanket great-coat, and a handker-
chief,round his head, we sapposed to be a Frenchman. At the ssme time; eighty
or ninety more Indians, armed with guns and bows and arrows, came putof s
wood some distance below theni, and fired a salute, which we returned. *From
their hostile appearance, we were' appréhensive that they might be Tetons ; but-
a flom’ the country throngh which they were roving, it was possible fhat they

wereYanktons, Mnmﬁ,wm .and therefore léss suspicions, we did w0t

- Kniow in what way to receive them. In order, however hmmmﬂﬂf‘

were, without risk to the party, captain Clarke crossed, with three persous who
could speak diﬂerent Indian languages, to a sandhar near the opposite side, in
hopes of oonnnhng- with them. Eight young men mwmthﬂhﬂﬂajm—‘*
bar, but none of them could understand’ either ‘the Pawnee or Mahia intérpreter;
They were then addressed in thé Sioux langudge, and answered MW
'l‘etonu. of the band heuded by the Black-buffaloe, Tahtackasabah. This
was the Same who bad attempted to stop us in 1804 ; and being now less snxious'’
about offending so mischievous a tribe, captain Clarke told them thut' they ‘had
been deaf to our counsels, had ill treated us two years ago, and had abused all*
the Whites who had since visited them. “He believed them, e added, to'he bad
péople and ‘they mast theréfore return to’ their companions, for if they crossed
over 10'our ¢amp we wmwﬂmm denth"T MWMW
which captain (ﬁiﬂ{h refused ; théy then requested gurm p 16 come and visit
Mmawmeumawm people: He' then returned; -
s - Wl prégabel i ese o i attack; byt when the ",
s, niid hiad ioformed their chiefs of ohgSivtgntion,
‘owii camp; bt some’of themhited on a
M&WG Rill us if wo cime
time, till the return of threaof qut -
Todidht iight have aiet; bt as 4o 4 ghey
Tudians would

ﬂm,gwﬂm
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cyet out foi-thentump, othemwﬂkeumm, and one man walkedmdu the
'bom;ma fvited us to land.  As he came near, we recoguised him t0 be the
‘same who had accompanied us for two days.in 1804, and who is considered a

ake feiend of the whites. 'Unwamng, however, to have any interview with these
peeple, we dedmeﬂ his invitation ; upon which he returned to the hill, and

o struck the emilllhmetnmuv:thhuﬁm a greﬂmthmngthelndm who
- consider gwearing by thé earth as one of ‘the most sacred forms of imprecation.
At the I!is'tmce’of §ix “miles we stopped on & bleak sandbar ; where, however,
‘we thought ourselves safe from attack during the night, and also fvea from

- musquitoes.  'We had now made only twenty-two miles; but in the course of
'Hielhyhad procured a mule-deer, which we much desired. About eleven in
‘the evening the wind shifted 10 the north-west, and it begau to rain, accom- |
‘panied' with hard claps of thunder and lightuing ; after which the wind changed
to south-west, and blew with such vielence that we were obliged to hold the
“camoes for fear of their being driven from the sandbar; the. cables of two of

‘them however broke, and two others were blown quite ‘across the- river, nor -
_%itﬁﬂﬁwoocloekwwhohputywummmbled vmnngmthamn

ayhi
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Suxpay, August 31.  'WE examined our arms, and proceeded with the syind in
our favour. For some time we saw several Indians on the hills, but soon lost
sight of them. In passing the ddme, and the first village of barking squirrels, we
stopped and killed two fox squirrels, an animal which we have not seen on the
river higher than this place. At night we encamped on the north-east side,
after a journey of seventy miles. We had seen no game, as usual, on the river ;
but in the evening the musquitoes soon discovered us.
« Monday, September 1. 'We set out early, but were shortly compelled to pq
to shore, for half an hour, till a thick fog disappeared. At nine o’clock we-
passed the entrance of the Quicurre, which presents the same appearance as
when we ascended, the water rapid and of a milky-white eslour. Two miles
below several Indians ran down to the bank, and beckoned to us to land ; but
as they appeared to be Tetons, and of a war party, we paid no attention to
them, except to inquire to what tribe they belonged ; but as the Sisux inter-
preter’ did not ‘understand much of the language, they probably mistbok his’
question. As one of our candes was behind, we were afraid of an attack on the |,
g lj!&ia, MM‘:& hﬁdeﬂ on anopeneommﬁding-mmm outofthnm
of the. Indiam"iti order to wait for them. Wemwwmmmmu
teen minutes, when we heard sevepal gaus, which we immediately qoneladed
b W &d wng wwvwwm?
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égmmlt ahy nnmber of Indians, captain Clarke with ﬁﬁeeﬁ men ranupt]m
river, wlnl@ captain «L£wis hobbled up the bauk, and fermed the rest of the
in such.a manner as would best enable them to protect the boats. On
fur.ﬁmg a point of the river, captain Clarke was agreeably surprised at seemg
the lndmns repaining in the-place where we left them, and our canoe at the
'dutanoe of amile. “ He npw went on a sandbar, and when the Indians crossed,
' gave -.‘hgm his hand, gnd was informed that they had been amusing themselves
with shooting at an old keg, which we had thrown into the river, and ‘was float-

I_ ing down. We now found them to be part of a band of eighty lodges of

Yanktons, on Plum creek, and therefore invited them down to the camp, “and
after smoking several pipes, told them that we had mistaken them for Tetons,
and had intended putting every one of them to death, if they had fired at our
canoe ; bat,finding them Yanktons, who were gtiod men, we were glad to take
them by the hand as faithfal children, who had opened their ears to our counsels.
They saluted the Matidan with great cordiality, and one of them declared that
_their ears had indeed been opened, and that they had followed our adyice since
we gave a medal to their great chief, and should continue to do so, We now
tied @ piece of riband to the hair of each Indian, and gave them some corn.
We made 8 preseut. of a pair of leggings to the principal chlef}n:ld then took
our leave, being previously overtaken by our canoe. At two o'clock we landed
te hunt on Bonhomme island, but obtained a amgle elk Onl) The bottom on
the north-east side is very rich, and éo thickly overgrown with pea-vmes and
grass, interwoven with grape-vines, that some of the party who attempted to
hunt there, were obliged to leave it and ascend the plain, where they found the
grass nearly as high as their heads. 'I‘hqsephmslremuch richer below than
‘above the Quicurre, and the whole country is now very boaqt:ful.ﬁ After mdun;
filty-two miles against a head wind, we night an a
opposite o ihe Calumet ‘luff, where wqmgzm?eq%:tbe’zmof
ber, 1804, and whete dur flag-staff was still standing. W ﬂﬁ'ﬂgd ery
-nhiom,t.hopmqmtou, uﬂthewmdbecameaohlﬁﬁutolﬂow%
dl ‘w.,u @ Gkl vl

Tuesday, 2. .Ate;ght o'clock. wepmdthenverl butmnﬁ%r
m-owdhdhhnd n consequence nftheh}ghmnm )€
" and remain till sunset: after which we went on toamndbnrtwenfy—ti‘o’ﬁﬂa
ﬁanwmoflutevenmg. Whilst we were on shore we hlldﬂneew
'qlpd four prairie fowls, which mthaﬁm we);aw,mn‘m lgscendin
-also killed, anﬂwquymwt dmired by the Indians, who
‘ h‘m&m animal before. 'I‘heplnnn oonﬂmu o d fertile, and in.
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the low grounds there is much white oak, and some whxte ash in the raviney
and high bottoms, with lyn and slippery el occasionally. During ¥he night
the wind shifted to the south-west and blew the sand.oWr®us in such, a Manner,
that our situation was very unpleasant It lolled, however, towards daylight,
and we then, "° ¥

Wednesday, 3d, prooeeded At eleven o'clock we pgssed ‘the Radstone.
The river is now crowded with sandbars, which are vely ‘differently situated
now from, what they ‘were when we ascended. But notaithstanding *these and
the head wind, we made sixty miles before night, when we saw two boats and

several men on shore. We landed, and found a Mr. James Airs, a partner of .

a house at Prairie des Chiens, who had come from Mackinau by the way’of
Prairie des Chiens and St. Lonis with a license to trade among the Sioux for one
year. He had brought two canoes loaded with merchandise, but lost many of
his most useful articles in a squall some time since.  After so long ay interyaly
the sight of any one who could give us information of our cbuntry, was pecnh-
arly delightful, and much of the night was spent in making inquiries into what
had occurred during our absence. We found Mr. Airs a very friendly and
hbera.l ~gentleman, and when we proposed to him to purchase a small quantity
of tobacco, to be paid for in 8t. Louis, he very readily furnished every K et of
the party with as much as he could use during the rest of the voyage; and in-
sisted onour accepting a barrél of flour. This last we found very agreeable,
althongh we have still a little flonr which we had deposited at the mouth of
Mamu river, We could give in réturn only about six bus.hels of corn, which

2

was | all that we could spare. The next morning, 3
i Thnmday, 4, we left Mr. Airs about eight o'clock; and after passing the
Q Sioux river, stqpped at noon near Floyd’s bluff. On ascending the hill wea.

funnd that the grave of Floyd had been opened, and was now half uncovered. -

We ﬁlled it up, and then continued down to our old edmy near the Maba village,
; wbichbadbeenwetted by themmgf!utmght,m exs
Qf is no game on the river except wild geese and thOans.‘
Near Floyd's grave are some flourishing black walnut trees, which are the ﬁht‘
our return. At night we heard the report of seveﬂlﬁpms
towar '_,tleg'Mahavﬂhge. and supposed it  be the signal of‘the

--_._lhl,\ £
.-

& .. gmwmeehngh}mﬁen we set Ollt, thé Ilmm 2.

t {ﬁi 13 me.rely toannoupoe ﬂlql‘&.’lrn
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qvet‘ is now more crooked, the current more rapid, and crowded with snags and
snwyera, and the bottdms of both sides well supplied with timber. At three
o’clock we *passed the ‘Biuestone bluff, where the river leaves the highlands
and meanders through a low rich bottom, and at night encamped, after malung
sevonty-three miles.
v ¢ Hatdrday, ‘e The wind contmued ahead, but the musquitoes were so tor-
p mentmg, fhat to remam Was more unpleasant than even to advance, iowaver
slowly, “and we thefefbre proceeded. Near the Little Sioux river.we met a
) trading boat belonging to Mr. Augustus Chateau, of St. Louis, with several
. aen, on théir way to trade with the Yanktons at the river Jacques. We ob-
tained from them a gallon of whiskey, and gave each of the party a dram,
which is the first spirituous liquor any of them have tasted since the 4th of
July, 1805. After remaining with them for sgme time we went on to a sand-
_ bar, thirty iiles from our last encampment, where we passed the night in ex-
+-  pebtation of being ‘joined by two of the hunters. But as they did not come on,
we set out next morning,

Sunday,. 7, leaving a eanoe with five men, to wait for them, but had not
gone more t]:an eight miles, when we overtook them; we therefore fired a gun,
wlnch?was a signal for the men behind, which, as the distance 'in a divect line
was about a mile, they readily heard and soon joined us. - A little above the
Soldier’s river we stopped to dine on elk, of which we killed three, and at. night,
after making forty-four miles, encamped on a sandbar, where we,hoped in vain
to escape from the musquitoes. 'We therefore set ‘out early the next morning,

Monday, 8, and stopped for a short time at the Council blufls, te examine
the sitnation of the place, and were confirmed in our belief that it would be a

- very eligible spot for a trading establishment.  Being -anxious to reach tige
Platte, we plied our oars so well, thay by night we had made seventy-cight
miles, and landed at ongold encampment at Whitecatfish camp, twelve miles
above that river. 'We had here occasion to rémark the wonderful evaporation
from the Missouri, which does not appearto contain more water, nor is its chan-

« nél wider thar at the distance of one thonsand miles neaver its: mme,dﬂmgb :
within, $iafdpace it receives about twenty rivers, some of - thém of.

. width, arfd & great nifmber of creeks.  This evaporation seems, in iau..m,

. g'mrternbw than when we ascended the river, for we are obliged to replenish
the inkstand every day with fresh ink, nmeatenﬂu ‘of which must quye,by oV~ o
tion, ‘;-J, bt ratii
" "Fuedday, 9. By dight o' checkc w»pﬂu‘l the river .

3 wnw&, afid its witers mam,m&»m&m[
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usual. . The sandbars which obstructed the Missouri are, however, w
dway, and nothing is to be seen except a few renmins ©f the  bar. Below the®
Platte, the current of the Missouri becomes evidently hére rapld and fhe ob-
stractions from fallen timber increased. The river bottoms are éxt.enswe.nch
and covered with tall, large timber, which is still mo ah,undant in the holbwl
of the ravines, where may be seen, oak, ash, elm, int vAfh some walnut :
and hickory. The musquitoes also, though still numu;o\ﬂ;,‘sa.aem to lose sowme of
their vlgour.. As we advance so rapidly, the change offcBmate is ver "percep-
‘tible, the air is more sultry than we have experienced for a long time before,
and the nights so warm that a thin blanket is now sufficient, although a few da)u'
ago two were not burdensome. Late in the afternoon we encamped opposite to
the Baldpated prairie, after a journey of seventy-three miles.

Wednesday, 10. 'We again set out early, and the wind being moderate,
though still a-head, we came sixty-five miles to a sandbar, a short distance above
the grand Nemaha. In the course of the day we met a trader, with three men,
on his way to the Pawnee Loups or Wolf Pawnees, on the Platte. Soon after
another boat passed us with seven men from St. Louis, bound to, the Mahas.
With both of these trading parties we had some conversation, butyour anxiety

- to-go on would not suffer us to remain long with them. The Indiafs, fad par-
ticularly the squaws and chﬂdren, are- weary of the long journey,and we are ngt
less desivous of seeing our conntry and friends. We saw on the shore, deer,
rackoons, and. turkies.

Thursday, 11. A high wind from t.he north-west detained us till after st~
rise, when we proceeded slowly ; for as the river is rapid and narrow, as well as
more crowded with sandbars and timber than above, much caution is necessary
& avoiding these obstacles, particularly in the present low state of the waier. .
"T'he- Nemaha seems less wide than when we saw it before, and Wolf river hu
scarcely any water. In the afternoon we halted &bovq the Nadowa to lmnt,
snd killed two deer ; after which we went on to a smajl isnd; forty miles from
our last night’s encampwment. - Here we were no longer anfloyed by musquitoes,

_which do not seem to frequent this part of the river; and afigy.having Leeps
Wﬂiﬁﬁumdmg the whole route fromthe Fa.lk“;t;aamq;t ¢
agreealfie exemption.  Theic noise was very agreeably’changed for ¥hat of the'
‘common wolves, which were howling in different directions, and bmn'eo.'
whlvm, whose barking resembles precisely that of the common cur, dog\

Pnthy 12.  After a thick fog and a heavy dew we set out bysunrmaq:l

seven miles met?® two. periogues, one of them h@d,‘h‘
Mﬁm mmmmw Pawnees, the other'on a trappingse-"
¢ qp2 \" Ay, - | L. » / e
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pedition lao the nelghbourhood of the Mahas. Soon after we met the tradin

party under Mr..M’Ge'lkm ‘and with them was Mr. Gravelines, the interpreter,

whom e fiad sent with aRicara chicf to the’ United States. The chief had
unfoi anately died at Washington, and Gravelines was now on his wayito the

Rw:r.ras, with a.speech 3om the president, and the presents which had been

made td the chief. otg had al_ directions to instruct the Ricaras in agriculture.

. He’ was a;'t:ompamedtqn Affis mission by old Mr. Darion, our former Sioux in-
terpretef whose ob_feci was to procure, by his influence, a safe passage for the,
Ricara presents through the bands of Sioux, and also to engage some of the

© Bioux chiefs, not exceedmg six, to visit Washington. Both of them werk in-
structed to inquire particularly after the fate of our party, no intelligence having
been received from us during a long timé. We authorized Mr. Durion to invite
ten or twelve Sioux chiefs to accompany him, paeticularly the Yanktons, whom
we had fornd well disposed towards our country. The afternoon being wet, we
determined to remain with Mr. M¢Clelian diffing the night : and therefore,
after sending on five hunters a-head, spent the evening in inquiries after occur-
rences in the United States during our absence ; and by eight o'clock next
mommg, ¢

Baﬁmlay, 13, overtook the hunters ; but they had killed nothing. The wind.
bzing now too high to proceed safely throngh timber stuck in every part of the
channel, we landed, and sent the small canoes a-head to hunt. Towards evening
we overtook them, and eicamped, not being able to advance more-than eighteen:
miles. The weather was, very warm, and tbe rnshes in the bottoms so lng'h and. «
thick that we could ‘scarcely hunt, but were fortunate enongh to obtain four
deer and a turkey, wbach with the hootmg owl, the common buzzard, crow,

« .and hawk, were the only game we saw. Among the timber is the cottonwood, -
"sycamore, ash, mulbesry, pappaw, ‘walnat, hickory, prickly ash, several species.
of elm, mtermned‘mth gréat quantities of grape-vines, and three kinds of peas.

Sunday, 14. Wﬂ resmfied our journey, and this being a part of the river to.
which the Kanzas résort, in order to rob the boats of traders, we held ourselves
‘in readiness” t¢ fire upon ahy Indians who should offer us the slightest indignity,

. a8 we e fopder needed their friendship, and found that a tone of firmness and
dequon i€"the best posSible method of mnlnng' aproper impression on th&se free-

' © booters.? < 'We, however, did not encounter any of them ; but just below the old .
“ Kamzas village met three trading boats from St.Louu. on their way to the .
Ymmand Mahas.  After leaving them we saw a number of deergof which. .,

five, and ewaml:eﬂonm ﬁfty-ﬂme mmmm“.
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. Monday, 15. A'strong breeze a-head prevented,us frpm advancmgmora th&n_
forty-nine miiles to the neighbourhood of Haycabin cpd®ke The river Khnzas is
very low at this time. About a mile below it we lan&ed to view the s@atlon
of a ‘high hill, which has many advantages for a tr -ouse or fort ; 1|e
on the shore we gathered great quantities of pappawg shete an, k. The
low groinds are now delightful, and the whol ibits a wch appear-
ance; but the weather is oppressively warm, and eileudmg as we ¢p Trom a
.cool.opén c'B'untry, between the latitude of 46 and 49°, ir which we have been
for nearly two years, to the wooded plains in 38 and 39°, the heat would he
almdst insufferable were it not for the constant winds from the south and soufh-
east. o A

« Tuesday, 16. We set out at an early hour, but the weather soon became so
warm that the men rowed but little. Tu the course of the day_we met two trad-
ing parties, on their way to the Pawnees and Mahas, and after making fifty-
two miles, remained on an island till next morning,

Wednesday, 17, when we passed in safety the island of the Little Osage vil-
lage. This place is considered by the navigators of the Missouri§as the most
dangerous part of it, the whole water being compressed, for two mllesfewithin
a narrow chamnel, crowded with timber, into which the violence of the current
is constantly washing the bankss At the distance of thirty miles we met a cap-
tain ‘M’Clellan, lately of the United Smtes army, with whom we encamped.
He'informed u¥ that the general opinion in the United States was that we were

S Jost; the last accounts which had been heard of us being from the Mandan vil-
lages. *Captain M’Clellan is on his way to attempt a néw trade with the In-
dnms His plan is to establish himself on the Platte, and after trading w:th
the Pawnees and Ottoes, prevail on some of their chiefs to accompany him tg
Santa Fé, where he hopes to obtain permission tg We;eﬂahge his merchandise
for gold and silver, which is there in abundfhee. ~ Ptfs joTgranted, he ean
transport his goods en mules and horses from the Platte to sdmg part of Louisi=.
», ana, convenient to the Spanuh settlements, where he may be met b{ the traders o
..from New Mexico. -.' Pi
'l‘humday, 18, We Parted with captain ‘M’Clellan, Md within sfaw mles R
the' “Grand river, below which we overtook the hunfers, who Yeen. :
\ WWT afternoon. Tbey had not been able toakill arly thing, " ¢
. * nor did we see any game exoept one bear and three turkies, so ﬁmtmr ‘whole
stock of proisions is one biscuit for rson 3, but as thereuwabn&nm
- of puppuws, the men are perfectly 2 dhted. The current of, thp siver js'maag’
gmlﬂhn it was when weuomdod, the wath lwwer w stall fpxd-m
- ot 1
._1‘-;_’17 "' g ‘l‘ttl'. %. '_r
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ﬁmes wherest is confined. We contined to pass through a very fine cwnlry
for fifty® twe mifes, mx:., _we encamped nearly opposite to Mine river. The’
. mext pproing, '
cﬂ'rxday, 19, we w Yd our oars all day, without taking time to hunt, or
” evcn Janding, etoept&mcﬁ to gather pappaws; and at eight o'clocke reached
the entrange of the‘.!)(ug wiver, a distance of seventy-two miles. Several O.f
" the pafiy, Have been ft’i{a day or two attacked with'a soreness in the eyes ;
» eye-ball being very much swelled and the lid appearing as if buritby the stm,
- and extremely painful, particularly when exposed to the light. Three of the ‘
men are so much affected by it, as to be nnable to row., We therefore tutned
one of the boats adrift, and distributed the men among the other canoés, when
we set out a little before daybreak,
\ Saturday, 20. The Osage is at this¥time low, and discharges but a very
. ‘small quantity of water. Near the mouth of Gasconade, where we arrived at
noon, we met five Frenchmen on their way to the Great Osage village. As
we moved along rapidly, we saw on the banks some cows feeding, and the
whole pat‘tyf almost involuntarily raised a shout of joy at seeing this image of
civitizgtioand domestic life.
g Soon after we reached the little French village of La Charette, which we
saluted with a discharge of four guns, and three hearty cheers.. We then
landed, and were received with kindness by the inhabitants, as well as some
traders from Canada, who were going to traffic with the Osages and Ottoes.
They were all equally surprised and pleased at our arrival, for they had long
since abandoned all hopes of ever seeing us return,
_ These Canadians have hoats prepared for the navigation of the Mnssoun,
" which seem better- calculated for the purpose than those in any other forfh.
'I‘hey are in the skape'of, batteaux, about thirty feet long, and eight wide; the
bow and m-ﬁmtp'q,;'qa botinue flat, and carrying six oars only, and their
chief advantage is their width and flatness, which saves them from the danger of
» rolling '““‘"&.
’ Hgﬂug-ccome sixty-eight miles, and the weather threatening to be bad, we
remmeﬁ{nt La Chargite till the next morping, *
Bh?dpy, 21, when we pmoeeded.mdunevemllatﬂmnhhvehunmde
- -during-6ur absence, were refreshed with the mghtofmnandoatﬂanbng the P
bans. Weﬂnopamdtwelwcam of Kickapoo Indians, going on a hunt- o
;dgo Mbngﬂ:.uftaonmmfortydghtmﬂu,,wodubqimh
M -ubcw the village of St Charles, mtmwmd
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*Their civility detained us till ten o'clock the next”
Monday, 22, when the ram»hvmg ceased, we fet Sut for C‘pld (!

abonéthrepmﬂasfmmt}mmouth oftbeMmour:,g g we found a

of troops of the United States, with whom-we

~ Tuesday, 23, descended to the Mississippigapd Mg

we arrived at twelve o'glock, and ha'vmg- ﬁred S 3

_ receivedethasheartiest and most hospitable welcome from' | R
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