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~ regarded this hland as their Ilcad quarters, or place of general 
TCJldczvous to which to repair in times of'danger. They elected 
no chief, f'fcclcd no fortificattull, s('t up no authorities, llor 
fCltCJ"('d thcrusd\'('s by any engagement. AU w.as voluntary; 
and tlwy Wl'rC lH'gligently contented at having done so much 
towards their sC'curity. 

'WIH'n('C' ;\ bout the time of their taking possession of 'lbrluga. they 
th, - !\ ; U I\( ' I I k b I ,. J' J' I' I )('fran to Ie 'nown y t Ie name o · :>UCl'al1('crs, 0 W He I 

Buccuul'('r. t'"I 

aJlpdlatioll it will be proper to speak at some length. 
The flesh of the caUl" killed hy the hunters, ",us curet! to 

keep good t()f USC, after a manner Jearnt from the Curih?c 
Indians, which was as follows: Tile meat was laid to be tll'ied , 
upon a wooden grate or hurdle (grille de bois) which tilt": 1 ndians 
called barb~cll, placed . at a good distance over u. slow fire. 
The meat when C"ured was calJed wucan, and the satne name 
was gi"en to th~ place of their cookery, Pere Labat destrihes 
Vial/de bollcamlfe 10 br, l'iaude sech" fl petit feu d a La fum{oc. 

The Caribhcs arc said to ha\'c sometimes sen'l'o their prison('rs 
after this fashion, ' 11.'1 Ii'S mangc11111prc,'f le.'i avo;,- bien b(JIt(.·(mll~e, 

c'est a dire, Tolis bien sec -: The houcan was a 'Try fav(juri~c 
method of cooking 31T1(,lng these Indians. A Carihhe has been 
knmo,.'ll t on retuming home frollJ fishing, fatigued und JlJ'{'sscu 
with hunger, to ha\'c had the patience to wait tJIC roasting of 
a fish on a wooden grate fixed two feet ahove the ground, over a 
fire so small as sometimes to require the whole day to dress it t . 

TIle fle.h of the cattle was in general dri"d in the smoke, 
.. ithout being .alted. The Die/innnaire de Trevour ('xplainw 
BQuco7lf.:r to be 'lai1'e sorer ,Q71$ !leI,' to dry red without su It .. But 
the flesh of wild bogs, and aI..o flf the beeve. when . ill1L11ded 

• H ist . de! A,dilttt, par P. du '1'ert~, l'lJri ~ , 1661. Tome 1. P.4\5. 
t U Roc"ifort, ",r It lltpa& du Carrib", 
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fi>r keeping a length of time, was first salted. The·same thing 
was practised among the Brasilians. It, was remarked in one 
of t.he earliest visits of the Portuguese to Brasil, that the natj,·cs 
(who were cannibals) kept human flesh salted and smoked, 
hanging UI"l in their houses". The meat cured by the Bucca­
neers to sell to shipping- for sea-store, it is probable was all 
falted. The pf()ce .. ~ is thus described: ' The bones being taken 
• out, the ticslI was (",ut into convenient pieces and salted, Hnd 
, the next day was taken to the boucan: Sometime!'>, to give 
a peculiar relish to the meat, the skin of the animal was cast 
iliiO till: fire uHdt'f il. Tile meal thus cured was of a fine red 
colour, aud of excelleul flavour; hut ill SIX months aftor it 
was bOlJcanned. it IU.ld liule taste Mtr., except of salt. The 
boucanlll;d hog's Besh continued good a much longer tilllt~ than 
Hie flesh of the heeves, if kept in dry places. 

From adopting the bOllcan of the Caribbcs, the hunters 
in Ilispaniula, the Spaniards excepted . came to be caned 
nou<~aniers, hut afterwards, according to a pl'onuntiation more. 
in f~l\'ou r with the English, nUCctlueers ·1"'. l\-"luny of the French 
hunters Wl~re natives of Nonoondy j whence it Oecame proverbial 
in some of the sea-ports of .NolmQlld~1J to say ()f a smoky house, 
c' est un vrai Boucan. . 

The }·' rench Buccaneers and Ad"'enlurers were also caIJeJ 
}'libustiers, and more frequently by that than by any other 
name. The word l;'hbusticr is merely the }"'rcnch mariner's 
mode of pronoullcing the English word }"reeoooter, a name 
wbich long preceded tbat of Boucanier or Buccaneer, as 

the 

• llUtW'] of Drlllil, by Robert S~lhty. p. 17. 
t [n soule of the English accounb the name is writtcn BIJ(anicr; but unitor­

mity in IIl>t.'lIiog was Hot tuuch atteDlled to at that time. Dampier wrote 
Bau:canter, which agrees with tht~ prc~nt mauner of prollouDcini tbe word, aDd 
is to be etu,.'tmed tho best autbority. , 

C"""·4· -.--
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,c: It /I. P. 4., the OCCupdlion or cruising a~ainst the Spaniards preceded 
• that of hunting and c~ring meat. Some authors have given 

a . derivation to the name FliblisticT from the word :fJyboat, 
because, say they, the }'rench hunters in l1ispaniu/a hought 
"cssds of the Dutch, called Flyboats, to cruise upon the 
Spaniards. There arc two objections to this derivation. First, 
the word j/!Jbnat, is only an Ellglish translation o( the Dutcl, 
worJ jlu!!l, which is the proper denomination of the vessel 
intended hy it. Secolldly, it would nut \'cry readily occur 
to allY one to purchase Dutch 8uyls, or t1yuoal., for 
chasing vessels. 

Some have und(' fstood the floncanier and Flibusticr to be 
uistinct both in person a'nd character·, This was probahly the 
case with a t(~W, after tllt~ settlement of Tortl/ga; uut. before, and 
n~r'y generally aflerwords', the occupations were joined, nmking 
one of amphibious character. Ships from all parls of the 1rest 
IJldies frequented Tortuga, and it continually Imppened that 
some among the crews quitted t.heir ships to turn llll<:cnnecrs; 
whilst amotlg the Bucranccrs some \vould be desirous to quit 
their hunting employment, to go 011 a cruise, to make a ,·oyage. 
or to return to Europe. 'llle two o.ccnpations of hunting and 
cruising bcinp; so cou;mon to the same person, caused the 
nalll{,S Flihusl ier and Buccaneer to he estecmed sYllonimous, 
signi(villg alwaJs anti principally the being at war with the 
Spanianls. The Huccant'cr and Flibustier therefore, as long &s 
th('J contilluC'd in a state of independence, are to bp t!onsi­
dcrcd as the same character, exercising somr,timc~ one, some-

times 
--------------------------------

• TI ... Frt'nt'll IICCOL!nt says, thnt nfter taking pOlSession of Tortllga, the 
.!\t\vt · nllJn·r~ dl\'ided into three c11H1~e~: that Ih08(' who occupied thew!lclvel jo 
tht: dlllsf ', took Ihe name of B(Jul'lIlIi('u; thn~(' who went on crui~C!I, the name 
of Fld"bticr-.; and a third dll~~. who (~ultivaled the toil, culled them8c1"~i 
1 Jllhi/,ms (InllabiulIIls.) ::;Cf ' JJ istoire des AV'III'liri~r, 911.t ,e IOnt ';gTlIlieZ,w," t,. 
Iud". l'ur. Aic.r. VI. Oermeiin. Parill1688, 'vol. i. p.2 2. 
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times the other employment; a nd either name wa~ t~kcn hy 
them indifferently, whether they were employed 011 the sea Vr 
on the land. Rllt a fanciful kind of inversion took place, 
through the difte-rellt caprices of the }'I'cnch and English 
adventurers. The greater part or the first cattle lltlnters were 
French, and the greatel' f)umh er of the lirst cruisers againl the 
Spaniards were English. The F'rcllch ad"cntl1rCT~, nC\1erlhcless, 
had a partiality fol' the nante of J"lihuslicr ; whil !>t the English 
shewed a like preference for the nallle of lluct"i.Hl('c l", which. as 
will ue seen, was assumed hy many hundred seame ll , )1" their 
nation, who were never employed either in huntillg or ill the 
hOllean. 

A propensity to make things which arc extraordinary appear 
mol'c so, has causcd mallY peculiar clistoms to be attributed to 
the Buecanccr~, which, it is pre tended. were obsef':cd as stri c tly 
liS if they had been cstabJi~hcu laws. 1t is said ~hat e \,f'ry Buc­
caneer had his c hosen and declared comrade, hctw('cn whom 
property was in common, and if one died, the survivor was 
inheritor of the whole. This was called hy the French A/ale­
lotage. Jt is howc\-er ackno\Vledg(~d that the ~Matelotagc was 
not a compul:satory fl'gulation ~ and tllil~ the ]JllcCant~crs soinc­
times bequeathed by will. A general right of llartic ipation in 
:;;O I1lC things, among which wns meat flJr present conSlIlllptioll, 
\ras acl.;nowll'dgf'd among them ; alld it is sa id, that billts, 
Jucks, and ("\'ery spceies of fastening, were prohibited, it ht.:illv 

. ~ 

)J('i.lli::lt the lise of sllch s('!cllritics would have irilpl'aei ,('d "H:~ 

honour of their vocation. Yet ou commellcing But:canet'l', it 
wns 1'\Isl omary wilh those who 'Were or I'e~pt:clablc lillcage, 
to relinquish tht'ir t ~1n'lil'y name, and assullIe ~0!1lt~ 0111(.')' • • 1,) 

a ,/Om de ,g ucrre. Tlwir dress. which was unil iJl'fIlJy 5lm-c l1iy 
when ( :ngn gt~d in the bu~iness of hUllting 01' fit' the houci.lu, 
is m~llti()ncd as a prescribed costume, but which doubtless 

WClS 
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was presci'ibc.:i only by their own negligence and indo~ 
ICJlct:; in particlllar~ that they wore an ullwashed ~hirt and 
pantaloons dyed in the ul(){~d or the animals they had 
killed. Other dist.illctiulIf' , t'(!uall.v capricious, and to Jitt)c 
purpo;;,C', nre related, which hav~ no connexion with their 
history. SOIlW cmious anecdotes ar(~ produced, to shew the 
grcat respect some among th(,10 cnlertaillcu for 'rdigion und 
li)r morality. A certain :FliLHtsticr c<lptain, named Daniel, 
shot onc of his erew ill the dlUl'ch, for behaving irreverently 
during the pt;rf'orn :ancc of lIIa::;s. Ha\'enl'au de Lussall (whose 
ad\'Clltures will he fi·t'quelltly 1llf':lltiollt'd) took t :Ll: occlIpat,ion 
of a Buccallecr, hecau?c Iw. was ill deht, and wi shed , as every 
JJOnest mall should Jo, to hu\'c whuewitllHl to salisfy his 
t"rt'dit.ors. 

In their sea (.'ntcl'priscs, tli('5' followeo most of thc customs 
which <tn-' ,generally ohsC'r\,('u in pri"ute ships of war; and some­

tim<.'s Wf'rc I.dd together hy a. sllb~criur.d writtt:n agrcC'IlWllt, 

by th(· English "albl Charter-party; by th" French 01(1.<,"­
pm'tie, whicli nli,gllt. ill lhis case' be construed a Chasing agree­
Illl'nt. \rhCIIC"Cf it happened that Spain W<lS at Op<.'11 ul1d 

ueciarc(1 war witli any. of the marit.ime natioHs of Europe~ the 
lluccunecrs who W('rC nati,'cs uf lhe country at war wit.h her, 
obt.aineu eommissiolls, which rendered the \'cssl'is in whi(:iJ 
they cruised, regular prinllccrs. 

The English adventurers sumetimes, as ;s seen in Dampier, 
• called thelllsci,'es Pri\'atl'('J's, applying the term {"o persons ill 

the same manner we !IOU' apply it to private ships of war. 
The Dutch, whose terms nf{' gell<'rally faithful to the meaning 
intended, caJled the a<in'ntul'crs Zee lwovers; the word TQOVet' 

in the Dutch language comprisillg the joint sense of the two 
English words rover and robber. 
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Treat.1J made boY the Spanit/rds 'with ])011 Hel1riquez. illcl't!rls(' of 
Eng/i.slt lind Frcudl ill the "Vest) II d it's. TOl"tuga '~'m'l'ris('(J 

b.'1 the Spalliard,." Policy qt' lIlt' BlIglis!1 fllld FI'f'w h (;rr. '/TlI­

melll:; with rt'.~pect 10 the Bun:(IIIt:Cl's. }\"i;.UlS\'l'iI, hi ... alll'lIipl 

lo/urm an ;lIdepcl/(!t~llt J~I(CCf1l1 eCr Esf(/bli.~ltm(,lIt. Prl'llch " ('.0;1-

ImJill Compall!). }\'Iorgan llUcceed,., l\laIlSW~lt liS C'hiqr of tin: 
llucctlllCtTS. 

T 11 E Spl:wish (;f)\'cnlJlw:!t at length urg iln 10 think it 
ncct~s~al'." to relax from their large prt'H'II!:.1iolis, alHI in 

tiw year 1630 entcrcll inLo lrt'atic~ with (1)1<:1' EUI'()p(~all 

IHiti n ilS. tor lUutual securit.y of their 'Vest-ln~Jia possession:.;, 

In .. .I 'I'l'e~l ty concluded that: year with Great Brita;n, it \Va:' 

dcclart·d. that. peace, amit.y, alld friendship, should be ob~elTed 
between their respective <.;ubjecls ill all parts of the world. 
Bul this general spf'cification was not.. sutIiCienl Lo produce 
dlc."d in the lfest IwJies. 

J n ll;,<;palliola, in the year 1633, the Govcrnment ..,t Sail 
D l)mingo l'ondudcd a treat)' ,,,ilh Don Henriquez; whit.:h \\' (1S 

1iH) lIIore readily accorded to him, because it was apprdlCIHlt'ti 
till, rt~\,,)lted natives would league with the Brethren of the {'oa~t. 
By this tl'c;;>.t,v all the tollowers of Don Henri(lut';.; who t:ould 
t'lulUl cJescent ti'tml the original natives, ill llumu('r li.lur thou4 
sand persons, were declared frce and unuer hilS prot.ediulI, auo 
lauds were marketl out for them. Dut, what if; revolting to all 
gt~nerous hopes of human nature. the negwes were &lnmdollcd 
to tbe Spaou.rds. M.~nanimitv was Dot to be expected of [he 

natives 

(' 11 A I'. ,Ii. 
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natives of lIo!!li; yd they Imd shewn thcmscJve8 capable of 
c,..'tcl'honl(Jr their own'relief; and a smalJ degree more of firmness 
would hene included t"CS{', their most able dlampiolls, in the 
treaty. This \1'c<lk <lnt.1 wicked defection frolll friends, con fc­
(Ienllcd witll (hem in olle common and righteous cause, seems 

to hH\'C 'lTought its own punishment. . The \'igila1lce and vigour 
of milHi of t.he negro might ha\'c guardt;d agail'st cncroach­
UlClltl'o upon the independence ohtained ; instead of ,.,-hich, the 

\Ht'!chcu Haytialls in a short time fell again wholly into the 
grinding hands of the Sp<lnimJs: and in t.he early part of 
lhe eighteenth eentuJ'Y, it was rcclwned that tile whole number 

livillg, of the dcsccmhll}ts of the parly of Don H cn:'iqucz, did 
not f(uite alllount 10 OIW hundred persons. 

The settlelllent or the BlIecaJll~c rs at Tortuga drew many 
Europeans there, ,I S well scttlers as others, to join in their 

c..;uhi\'alioll adventures ~lnd occupations. Tl}(:y began t.o (:Icar and culti~ 
ill Turtu~l\. h I I ' I b f' . I I vate t e groulH s, W He I were . (' Ol'f' overgrown wit 1 WOO( 51, 

and made' ph\lltations of tobl.lcto, which proved to be of 

extraordinary good ql1alily. 
Incrc'!I~c of 1\.JOI'(;~ .E.un>pcan~, not. Spanianls, conseqneully allies of the 
1I1l~ l:1~~ lg l i slll Buccaneers, continued. to pour into the "'Ve~t Indies, and f()rmp.d 
;lOti • rene I 

~ettlelllmh settlements on their nwn aCc(lulIls, on sOme of the islands of the 
ill tbe II .• '/1 '}'I I If' Weat ludic5. sma / dlfl es. lese sett t.'llIcnts were not cOnJl'oscc 0 nllx-

tures of dificl'cnt people, but were 1I10st of them all English or 
all f'rench ; and as tile), grew into prosperity, tiley were blken' 
posS{~ssion of for the crowns of England or of Fr(Hlcc hy the 
Tl'spective governments. Under the government authorities new 
coluni!;ts were seut out, royal governors were appointed, and 
codes of law established, which combined, with the security of 
the colony, the interests of the mother-country, But at the same 
time tbrse benefits were conJerJ'ed, grants of lands were made 
under royal authority, which disp~sseseed many persons, who, by 

labour 
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labour and perHous adventure, and some who at considerable , C!"" 1'·5·, 

·expenee, had achieved establishments f«':'f themselves, in 1av(?ur • 
of men tin then no way concerned in any of the undertaking!). 
10 some cases, grants of whole jslands were obtained by pur­
-chase or favour; and the first s~ttlerst who had long hefcm: gained 
possessioll, and who had-cleared and brought the ground into a 
"tate i~Jr cukivatic)O, wefQ rendered tit-pelldent upon the new 
proprietary governors, to whose terms th~y ",'ere obliged to 
fmbmit, or to relinquish their tcuurc. Such were the hard 
accompaniments to the protection afforded by the gm'crmnents 
of France and Great Britain to colonies, which, before they werc 
acknowledged legitimate oftsprings of the mother-country, had 

• 
grown into consideration through their own exertions; and only 
because they were found worth adopting, were now received 
into the parent family. Tilt: cii.scontents created by this rapa­
cious conduct of the govt'mments, and the dilS,~egard shewn to 
the c1aims of the first setllcrs, instigated some to resistance and 
rebelii<m, aud caused many to Join thc lluccanecrs. The 
Caribbe inhabitants were driven from their lands also with as 
little ceremony. 

The Buccaneer colony at Tortllgn hall not" been beheld .with 
indifference by the Spaniards. The Buccanf'crs, with the care­
·tessness natural to Olen in their loose cond ilion of jife, under 
,neither command nor guidance, continued to . trust: to the 
supineness of the enemy for their safety, and neglected all pre-
caution. .In the year 1638, Ihe Spaniards with R lal'ge force 
fen unexpectedly upon Tor-tuga, ata lime when the greater 
JlUnlber of the settlers were absent in Hispaniola on the chace; 
and those who were on the Island, having neither I(")rtress nor 
.gover~ment, became an easy prey to the SpaniardH, who made 
.,. gener.1 massacre of an who fell into tlleir hands, not only of 
tho.~ they surprised in tpe beginning, but many wbo afterwards 

VOL. IV. • H came 
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(! lUI'. 5. came in from the woods to implore their lives on condition of 
,638. r"turning to Europe, t~ey hanged. A lew kept themselves con­

cealed, till they fi:)und an opportunity to cross over to theic 
brethren in 1Jisl'1l1liola. 

It happened not to suit the convenience of tbe Spaniards 
to keep a garrison at Tortugll, and they were persuaded the 
Buccaneers would not speedily again expose themselves to il 
repetition of such treatment as they hud just experienced; 
therdore they content,",1 themselves with destroying the build­
ings, and as much as they could of the pirlntations ; after which 
they returned to San Domingo. In a short time after their 
departure~ the remnant.of the Hunters collected to the number 
Qf dlfCC hundred, again fixed tlJt~msch .. cs at Tortuga, aud, for 
the first time, elected a, commander. 

As thc ho.tility of the Buccaneers had constantly and solely 
been directed ,against the Spaniards, all other Europeans in 
the 'West Jlldie.~ regarded them as champions in the common 
cause, and,the st'verities which had been exercised against 
them created less of' dread than of a spirit of vengeance. The 
numbers of the Buccaneers werc quickly recruited by volun­
teers of English, ' FrCl,lCh, and Dutch, from aU parts: and 
both the occupations of hunting and c.:ruising were pursued 
with more than usual eagerness. The }'rench ami English 
Governors in the ,f'ed 11ldirs, influenced by the like feelings, 
either openly, or by conni\'ancc, gave constant encouragement 
to the Buccaneers. The .... rt~nch Governor at l';t . C/lJ'istctpher. 
who was also Governor General for the Fret1ch West-India 
hlandst ·was most re~dy to send 8s~istance to the 13l1ccaoecrs. 
This Governor, Mcnsicur de Poincy, an enterprising and capabJe 
man, had formed a design to take pOisession of the Island 
'Tortuga £Or the. crown of Fr.ance; w hie·h. he managed to put ill. 
·executioo three years after, baving by Lbat time predisposed 

some 
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some of the principall;'rench Buccaneers to Teccjv~ a garrison 
of the French king's troops. This appt;opriation was muue in 
] 641; and De Poiocy, thinking his acquisition would be more 
secure to France by the absence of the English, forecel all the 
English Buccaneers to quit the Island. The }'rcnch wrilers 
say, 'hat before the interposition of the French Governor, the 
~lJglish Bu.ccaneers took advantage of their numhers, and 
domineered in 7'lJrtuga. The English Governors in the fYcst 

Indies could not at this time shew the same temler regard for 
the English Buccaneers, as the support they received from 
home was ve.ry precarious, owing to the disputes whkh thell 
subsisled in Ellglu1Id between King Charles and the English 
Parliamp.nt, which engrossed so much· of the public attention 
as to leave little to colonial concerns. 

The hench Commander de Poincy pushed his saccess. In 
his appointment of a Governor to 1ot'fuga, he added the title 
or Governor of the West coast of llispa-niola. an'd by degrees he 
introduced French garrisons. This war. the first tooting 
obtained by the Go\"ernment of France in IJi.'palliola. The same 
policy was observed there respecting the Bnglish as at 'Jarfuga, 
by which means was effected a separati<tn of the Bnglish 
Buccaneers from the French. After 'this time, it was' only 
occasionally, aDd from accidental circumstances, or by special 
agreement, that they acted in concert. The English a(hen~ 
turers, thus elbowed out or Ili~paniQla and Turluga, lost the 
occupation of hunting cattle a'nd of the boucan, but they 
continued to be distinguished by the appellation of Bucca­
neers, and, when not cruising, most generally harboured at 
the Islands possessed by the .British. 

Hitherto, it had rested in the power of the Buccaneers to havc 
formed themselves into an independent state. Being composed 
of people of different nations, thc admi .. ion of a Governor 

from 
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ell ... 1'.5· from any abe, might easily have been resisted. Now, they 
1641. were considereu in a .kind of middle state, between that of 

Buccaneers and of men returned to their native allegiance. It 
seemed now in Lhc power of the English and French Govern~ 
ments to put a stop to their cruisings, and to furnish them with 
more honest mnployment; but poli.ics of a different cast 
prc\·ailcd. The Buccaneers were regarded as profi.taulc to thy 
Colollics, on account of the pri:lcs they brought in; and even 
vanity had a share in their being countenanced . The J·'rench 
authors call them 1l0S in'aves, aJl(J the English speak of their 

Poh,C'.\ of ' unparalleled exploits: The policy both of England aDd of 
II", 1.,, "1,,), l ' . L I ] I b II ,Ill': FI( III It 'ranee Witll rt'Spcct to tie 3uccane.ers, seems to la\'e ecn 'We 

(; ,'t'rI l - dt ·:-ot·rihed in 111(-: fi.)lIo\ving sentence: On laisloit {aire des 
lJJ("ll l, \\ Jlh • 

n·' I', ·t"! _-ll'1J11tlll'it:r!i, qu'oll pOltl'oif tOlfjours des(Jvouer, mats dont lcs suc:ces 

B u:.~>.::\',',\ 'fS. JI(J.'It'uieut eire utitt!s: i.e. 'they connived at the actions of thCf;C 
Ad\'elltHrcrs, which could always be disavowed, and whose 
RUCCC'SScs might be serviceable: This was 110t esteemed 
ji·;punut'Tie, but a maxim of sound state policy. In the cha­
ractt~r giH~n of 3. Aooel French 'Vest-India gO\fel'llor, he is 
prabf'u, {C) f that, ' besides encouraging the cultivation of lands, 

.lie IJCVf" f lIegleC'ted t? encourage the Fiibustiers. It was a 
, cf",rtain mean~ of il .'lproving t.he Colony, by attracting thithn 

, the young ~md enterprising. He would scarcely receive a 
'-.slight portion of what he was entitled to from his right of 

bestowing c.ommissions in time of war •.. And when we 
, were at peace. and our flibustiers, for want of other cmploy­
, mcnt, would go cruising, and would carry their prizes t.o the 

English Islands, he W:'IS at the pains of procuring them 
commissions from Portu~ul, whieh country was then at war 

~ with Spain; in virtue of which our Flibustier~ continued to 
, make 

.. The Govcrnor or Admirnl . who grullted thc commi'90n, claiD"u:d one ·tenth of 
aU llrizc ~ made ululcr ils Ruthority. ' 



BUCCANEERS OF AMElllCA, 

, make themselves redoubtable to the Spaniards, arid to spread 
, riches and abulldance in our Colonies: This panegyric was 
bestowed by Perc Labat; who seems to have had morc' of 
national than of moral or religious feeling on this head. 

It was a powerful consideration with the l·'rcnch and English 
Go\'crnmcnts, to Imve -at their occasional disposal, without 
~rollble or .expellee, a well trained military f{)rc(~, always at 
lwnd. and willing to be employed upon emergency: who 
required no pay nor other recompense t(U' their servic.:es and 
constant reauincss, than their share of plunder, and :.hat their 
piracies upon the Spaniards should pass unnoticed. 

Towards the cnd of 1644, a new Uorcl'J)ol' General for the 
l'reneh " 'est·lndia possessions was aj)pointcd by the Jt'rcnch 
Uegellcy (during the minority of Louis xJ\' .); but the Com­
mander de J?oincy did not choose to resign, .md the colonists 
,,"ere inclined to su))porl him. Great. discontcnts pfcl'uilctl in the 
} .... rench Colonies, which rCllilered them liable t~) being shaken 
by civil wars; and the apprehensioll!) of the Ut'gcncy on tiJis 
head enabled De Poincy to stand his ground. He remained 
Gm'crnor General over the }'rcnch Colonies not only ti)1' the 
tillJ(", but was continued in tlw,t office, ~y sl1ccceding adl.uinis-
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trations, many years. I(is .... 

About the year) 654, a Jarge party of Buccaneers, }~rcnch The 

and Engli!5h, joined in an expedition Oil the COlltill(~nt. Tht'v lhu:("u~\'~r~ 
, '" P , IIIIUl..'1 

asct'mJcd a ri\'t' f of the IHosqt.tito shure, a small distallce on the r.,: , ~u 

I fC ( ' ' J)' . d Sq;uviu. South Sil co ape IrnClUsa lOS, III canoes; an after labouring 
n~arly a mOlllh against a strong stream and watcrfillls, lllt'Y 
left tht'ir COHoes, and marched to the t.own of Nueva Segovia, 
whi,~h they plundered, and then returned down the river. 

In the same ye~r, the Spaniards took 1'ol'lligo ii'om the 
Freoch, 

III 

Till.' 
:-\paniunls 

1't'llIk e 

Turtu~:l, 
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Cillt P. 5. In the year foll()win~, t 655 1 Ent.(land being at war with Spain, 

----------Jt)55 . a large fiJrcc was sent from England to uttempt the conquest 
With 1I1I' of the Island lIispnniola. III ' this nttempt they falilcd; but 
n~~lt~ :,ll~~C( ' afterwards fdl upon Jllmaica, of \'r'hich Island they made 
nUl.T?Ut'l'r~. themselves nUisters, and kept )lo~session. In the conquest 
ll"L"g"' " 'J ' I J' 1'1 I' dl I B 1111.(' oj . ammc(/. t Ie :.ug IS 1 were great y assrste ).Y t le ur,caneers; 

.nmHuc:t: and a tcw )"t!<lrs after. with their assistance also, the French, 
.' 6';0 ; 

Awllh.:­
l 'rt'ndl 
1'l'llIl.l' 

TlJrlu~a. 

Pierrf" Ie 
<irund, 

a Freneh 
BUl'cancer. 

regained possession of Tortugn. 
On the recovery of Torillga, tho -French Bnccanccl'!; greatly 

inCTf".used in the Northern and 'Vcstcrn parts of lli~paniola. 
Spain also sent large reint{)rccmcnts from Europe; and for 
some years war was ('arricu on with great spirit and animosity 
on both sides. During 'the heat of this contest, the }~rench 
J~uecanecrs fullowed ~ore the occupation of hunting, and 
Jess that of cruising, than at any other period of their history. 

The Spaniard~ finding lhl'y could not expel the }'rench from 
lIispaniola, determined to join their eil()rts to those of the 
}~rench hunters, for the destruction of the ca1t.Je and wild hogs 
on the Island, so as to rend(~ r the husiness of hunting lInpro­
ductil'c, But the French had begun to plant ; anti the depriving 
them of the cmp}oyll1~nt of hunting, dI'O\"e them tu other 
occupations Ilut less contrary to the interest and wishes of the 
Spaniards. Tile less profit they found j.n the chace, the more 
tiley became cultivators and cruisers. 

The Bucc.meer f listories of this perioo abound with relations 
of daring ~ctions pcri()rmed hy them; but maRY of ",hicb are 
chiefly remarkable for the krocious cruelty of the leaders by 
whom theJ wcre conducted. Pi'crrc, a 113-t;vc of DiePIn, for 
his SliCceSS received to his name the add4tion of Ie grQtld, anGi 
i~ mentioned as one of the first .Flibustiers- who obtained much . 
notoriety. In a boat, with a crew of twenty-eight men, he 

surprised 
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surprised and took the Ship of the Vice-Admiral or the Spanish en A P. 5; 

galeons t as she was sailing homewal'd~uound with a rich 
freight. He set the Spanish crew 011 shore at Cape Tibw:on. 
the 'Vest end of Hispallioiu, and sailed in his prize to Prance. 
A Frenchman, named Alex.andre, a]80 in a small vessel, took U J\ [\ 'x1llldre, 

Spani'h ship of war. 
. It is related of auother Frcnchmllll, a native of LalIguedoc, 
named IVlontbars, that on rrading a history of tli, Cl'uclty of 

M(J fl lh!lT~. 
~ uruallll"d 
tilt' Esh-r-

the Spaniards to the Americans, he conccivctl such an illl- lIIinu.tur. 

placable hatred against the Spaniards, that he uelt:nllined on 
going to the IVcst Indies tu joiu the Buccaneers; and that he 
there pursued his vengeance with so much ardour as to 
acquire the surname of the Exterminator. 

One lluccaneer of some note was a native of PortU!.{al, known BlIl'lolollleo 
hy the name of Bartolomeo Port,uguez; who, ho,~eveJ', was Poltugue., 

nlOre renowned f()i' his wonderful escapes, both in battle, and 
from the ga)lowl;, than for his other actions, . 

nut no one of the Buccaneers hitherto named, arri"cd at so 1.'0\0[\1\0;". 

great a degree of notoriety, as a i-'rendllllan, calle .. l I,'ranrois a Frcu('1t 
, J Buccauu:r 

14'OJonnois, a nat.ive of part uf the 1.'l'cnch coast which is ncar ' 
the sands of O/(mlle, but whu~c r C411 name i~ 1I0t known . . Tbis 
man, and l\lich(:~1 Ie llasque, buth l~u~cal!ccr commanders, at. And ]\fie/wi 

the heau of 650 men took the tow liS uf AlaTocaibo and It· Ba~qllt'. 
, bk,' Marll-

Gibraltllr in the Gu{f of Vcm:zudll, on the 7'iara Firma. The (·nibll and 

I I · I b I 1.1 G ibraltar. booty t Jey 0 )tamc( y tie P ullucr and ransom of thc!:tl~ 

place~, WilS estimated at 400,000 crowns. The barbarities OUll'ag:t.!; 

practiiCd on the prisollus could not be exceeded. Olonllois ('oilltuiltL't1 

was PI)slSesst:d with an amhition to make himself renowned for L'Ol~~'"ojs. 
being terrible. At one time, it is saiu, he put tbe wbcle crew 
of a Spauisb ship, ninety men, to death, performing himseJf 
tbe office of executioner, by beheading them. He caused the 
crews of four other vesselli _ to be thrown into the lien; and. UlOre 

than 
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CH A P. 5·, tban once, in his frenzjes, he tore out the hearts of his vidims, 
and devoured them .• Yet this man had his encomiasts·; so 

. m~ch will loose notions concerning glory, aided by a little 
partiality, mislead even sensible men. P~rc Charlevoix says, 
Celu; de tous, do"t les grandes actions iUustrtreni tlavalliagt les 
premieres anllct:! du gou()erncmellt de JtI .. d'Oget'oll~Jut I'OI0111HJis. 
&8 p1'cmias succe/J jtll'ent suivi.s de quelques malheurs, qui nr­
.'iC1'l.r;re1lt qu'd dormer un nouveau lustre () sa gloire. The career 
of thi~ savage was terminated by the Indians of the coast of 
Dariw, on which he had landed. 

The Buccaneers now went ill such formid~b)e numbers, that 
several Spanish tOWIlS, both on the Continent and among the 
Islands of the West iudies, submitted to pay them contribution. 

Mnnsvdr, n And at this time, a l~uccalleel' commander, named Mansrelt, 
RUCCllnt.'l'f • I I b· . . I·· I h ChicI' ; more provlc ent am morc am ItlOUS to liS Vlew!\ t Ian any W 0 

Ili.s I'lull fur preceded him, formed a project lor founding an independent 
'unum" a . 
lhl(·l.:lIn~'er Buccaneer establishment. Of what country Mansvelt was 
Establitih- nali\'c, does. not uppear; but he was so I,opular among the 

mrnt. 
16601· J3uccanecl'!, that both French and English were glad to lla .. ·c 

him for their leader. The greater number of his followers in 
his attempt to fortH a st:ttlclllcnt were pl'obably English, 85 he 
fitted out in .Iomoiw. A Welshmall, named Henry Morgan, 
who harl made some slIccc:ssful cruises as n Buccaneer, went 

Islaml with him as second in command. Tht! place designed by them 
~I' Katalina. for their establishment, was an Island named 8'· Katalina or 

or ' 
l~rn~ i lll'll('(' ; Provirhflce, situated in latitude 130

24' N, about 40 leagues 
sll1c(~;;lm{'d (0 the Eastward of the Jl!L'osquito ... hore. This Island is scarceJy 
pw,·j{ICllcc. more lba~ tw.o leagues in ih greatest extent, but has a harbour 

capablt of being easily fortified against au enemy; and \(ery 
ncar to it. North end i. a mueh smaller Island. The late Charts 
•• sign th" name of S" Kata/illa to the small Island, and givet<> 
the larger Island that of Uld Providel/ce; the epithet Old.h!lving 

been 
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heen added to distinguish this from the Pro"oide"ce of the Bahama 
l.~land.~. At the lime l\tfansvelt undertook his scheme of ~c~t\c­
merit, llii!; 8''' .KII/a/illa, or Providellce Islalld, was occupied by 

the Spalliard~, who had a fort ano good garrison there. Some 
time in or ncar the year Ifl64, l\tlansvclt sailed thither from 
.famaica, with 6f1cC'11 v~ssels and 5(l{1 men. He assanltf'd and 
.took the fopt, which he garrisoned with OTl(' hundred Buccaneers 
and all t.he slaves he had tuken, and left the command to a 
Frenchman, named Le Sicur Simon. At tlw ('nd of his cruise, 
he returned to Jflmaica, infcllding: 10 procure tht're recruits for 
llis Sef.tlcUlcnt of 8'4 Au/alilla: hut the G(w(,fIIor of Jamaica, 

however fri endly to the Buccaneers ~"hiJst the), made Jamaica 
their home, saw ruan.Y n'asOl1s Ie)!' disliking MansveJt's plan, 
and would not consent to his raising men. 

Not being able to ovC'rcome the Go\'crnor's unwillingness, 
.Mans\'dt ~ail('d {'or 1'()l'flfga, to tl'y what assistflQcc he could pro-
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cure the1'e; hut in the pass"'gC' he was suddcllly taken ill, and Dt"!llh ~)f 
Mans\'ch. died. For a length of tim(, aftt'r. Simon r('mained at SM Kala/ina 

with his garrison, ill continuul expt>ctation (If seeing or hearing 
from Muns\'c1t; illsteHo of wll;ch, a Jnrgc Spanish force arrived 
and besit'ged his fort, when, learning ()f lV1ans\'cJt's death, and 
seeing no prospect of receiving reinforcement or relief, he found 
himself obliged to surrender. 

The government in France had appoint.ed commissioners on l~rench 
behalf of the french 'Vest-India Company, to take I.ll1 the \C':(,S I-iIlJ:~ 

. owpany. 
Islands caBed the Frfllch Antlllff, out of the hunds of indi-
viduals, subjects of France, who hctd before obtained possession, 
and to put them into the possession of the said Company, to 
be governed according to such provi:;ions ali tlley shouJd think 
proper. In February 1665, M. d'Ogeron .-as apl'ointcd Govcmor 1665. 

cif. TQrtuga, and of the French scttiem('nh in IJi.'fpatlioia, or 
St. Domingo, as the Island was now more cummonly called. On 

YOl<o IV. ' I his 
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en A r. 5· his arrival at Tortuga, the l"rcnch adventurers, both there and 
'----.-' 

1665 in JIi."paniola, declared. that if he came to govern in the name 
Th~ l'rcnch of the King of France, he should find faithful and obedient 

sl'l1iL' r s suhiects; but thc.y would nol submit t.hemselves to any l'om~ 
ti iSI'Ulc "J 

their pan,Y ; and ill no case would OICY consent to the prohibiting 
lIuthorily. their trade with the Hollanders, ' with whom: .said the 'Buc­

cancers, ' we ha\'c been in the constant habit of trading, aruJ 
, were so before it was known in Fl'am:e that thCT was a :si n(r/c 

" 

Morgan 
SlweCc d!\ 

Mam;vt:ll ; 

pltllulprs 
I ut"rlo del 
PrillciJH!. 

, Frenchman in TOriUgfl, or 011 the coast of St. DmniIl40: 
M. d'Ogeron had recourse to dissimulation to allay these 

discon.tcnh;. lie yielded consent to the cOlH.litillll respecting 
the commerce wi th the l?utch, fully resoh'cJ noL to observ(' it 
Jonger than lill hiS authority should be sufliciclltly established 
for him to hreak jt with safety; and to !o:('curc the commerce 
within his government exclusively to the l;'rcnch Wcst~lndia 
Company, who, when rid of all competitors, would be a.ble to 
fix their own prices. ]t was not long before M. d'Ogcron judged 
the opportunity was arrived for effecting this revocat.ion i.rithout 
danger; but it caused a'revolt of the French settlers in 
St. Domingo, which did not terminate without hloodshed and an 
execution; and so part;",,1 as well as defective ill principle were 
the historians who have related the fact, that they "ha\'c nt the 
same time commended ?vI. d'Ogcron for his probity and sjmple 
manners. In the cnd, hc prevailed in establishing a monopoly 
for the Company, to the injury of his old companions the French 
BYccaneers, with whom lie had at a former perioel a~socia.ted, 
and wbo had been his benefactors in a "time of his distress. 

00 tbe ·death of Mansvelt, Morgan was regarded as the 
most capable.....d most fOl"tunate leader of any of the' Jamaica 
BuccalKlml. With a body of seyeral hundred men, whopl"""'<i 
them.elves lInder bi, command, he took and plundered tbe 
town of Puerto ·d.l Pri~cipe in Cub.. A quarrel happened lit 

. this 
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this place among the Buccanecr!i, in whidt a Frchciunan was l'lI A P. 5· 

treacherously slain by an Englishman.. The l"rench took to ~ 
arms, to rc\'cngc the death of their countryman; but l\1.organ 
pacified tbem by putting the murderer in irons, and promising 
IJC should be delivered up to justice on their return to Jamaica; 
wl,ich was done, and the criminal was hanged. nut in some 
oilier rt's p~l.s, the }'rench werc not so ","ell satistied with 
Morgan fur their l:ommander, as they had been with l\1ansvelt. 
Morgan was a great rogue, and little respected the old pro,'erb 
ot~ HOllour among Thic\'cs: this had heen made manifest to 
the }-'rcnch, and almost all of them separated Ii'om him. 1607-

•• 'F Mar;u 'Hiho J,t/arocailm was now a second time pillaged by the rench il !-:11111 

Buccaneers, lIlIdt' f Michel Ie Hat;que: pilbj.!{·d. 

J\.forgan's next undertaking was against Pot'Lv lJdlo, onc of IfifiS. 
M !'rgan 

the principal Hnd best forti fwd ports llt'longing to Ihe Spaniards tlll.:( ·>( 

in the IFest Jlldic,f, He had under his commaud only 460 men ; Portollcll(); 

but not having rc\'calcu his <it'sign to any per~on, he came on 
the lown hy surprisc, and found il unprepared, Shocking 
cruelties are rdaled to have been tpmmitted in this expedition. 
Among llIany Glheri', that a castle hm·jng made morc resi ~tance Ex('rci~c .• 

gn:llt 
than had been expected, l\tlorga)l~ afte ... its surrendering, shut CrllcJt)' , 

up thc garrison in it, and caused fire to Le sd to the magazine, 
destroying t11ercby the cas tic and the garrison together. In 
the attack of another fort, he compeJled a number of I'f.!i-

gious persons, both male and female, whom he tmn taken 
prisoners, to carry and plant scaling ladders against the walls; 
and many of them were killed by those who derendcd the Ii,,!. 
The Buccaneers in the end became masters of t.he place, and 
the use they made of their victory corresponded with their 
actions in Obtaining it. Many prisoners· died under tortures 
i06icted 00 them to make them djscover concealed tre88ures~ 
whetber they knew of any or not. A large ransom was also 
elUQrted for the town and ptisoncrs. 

I ~ '!'hi. 
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This succtss attracted other lluccaneers, amollg them the 
French again, to join .h1orgnn ; and by a kind of circular notice 
they rL~ndezvoused in large force under his command at the 
IsZ" de la I'aca (by the Frellch calltd 1,le /Jvache) near the 
SW part of UispalliQla. 

A large jo-'rench Buccaneer ship was- lying at la l/aca, which 
was not of this combination, the commander and crew o( 
which refused to joiu with l\lorgan, though mudl solicited. 
Morgan was angry, but dissembled, and with a show of cor· 
diahty invited the French captain and his officers to an enter­
tainment Oil board his own ship. 'Vhcu they wcre his guesLs, 
tlw)' ii.)UlHj thelllsel\'es his prisoners; and their ship, heing left 
without officers, was taken withont resistance. The men put 
by 1\forgan in c1mrgc of the ship, fell to drinking; and, whether 
from lilt'ir (IrUllkcllncss and negligence, 01' from the rcrenge 
of any of tile prisoners, cannot be known, she sutldenly blew 
up, hy whid. 35'0 English Buccaneers, and all the Prcnclimen 
on hoard iter, perished. The IIistor.1l of tlte BW;cQ1Jeers f!f 
Ameriw, in which the t:\'eDfl~s related, adds oy way of remark, 
, Thus was \lli5 unjust action of Captain 1\imgan's soon fol~ 
, lowe.] by divine jllstic~; for t.his ship, the largest in his fleet, 
, was hlowil up in the air, with S50 l~nglishlllcn and all the 

l;'rcllcli prisollers: This comment seems to have suggested 
to Voltaire the ridicule lie has thrown on the indiscriminate 
mauncr in which mell sometimes pronounce mislol'tune to be 
8 peculiar judgmellt oj' God, in the dialogue he put into the 
mouth, of Candide ond Martin, on the wicked Dutch skipper 
being drowned. 

Ih~. }'rom Jsla de la Voca l\lorgan sailed with his fleet to Maracaibo 
Maracaibo und Gib1'oltar; which uni()rtunate towns were again sucked. 

ami 
Gihraltnr It was a fi'equcnt pract.ice with these desperadoes to secure 
pJulHler(',i tiJeir prisoners by shutting them up in churches, where it was 

Ly Morgan. 
easy to keel' guard over them. Tt.i. was done by Morgan at· 

Maracaibo 
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ltlal'acllibo and Gibraltar, and wilh so little c<lfe for lllCir 
subsistence, that l!laB,V of the prisOIwrs \)'CI'C actually stan'cd to 
(leath, whilst t1lt~ir nlcrcilcss \·iclors were rioting in the pluni1cr 
of their hOllses. 

Morgan remained so long at (;ibral/ar, that the Spaniards 
had time to repair and f'lut in order a castle at the CIlt.rall('C of 
~hc Laguuep,f lIJoracaiilu; and 11Irce lar.~e Spanish ships ur war 
arri\'('d ano took stutiolls m:al' the ca::;tk, hy which ILey JlOped 
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to cut off the retreat of the pirates. The Buccaneer Ilistori('s I-lis Cun-
' l\( " ' , . , . .. trivallI'f'", iu gl\'c I organ BlUe' I erCt It lCI'C t 101' liS mUIl:l!:;emc.lJt !H t'xtn- ('n~ '(,ll;'" 

o 
cati'lg hi!; AI:et ant) prir.es from their ditficuJt sit.uation, which is IllS Hctrcut. 

related to IIa\'e heen ill tlu: Jitllu"'ing 1I1<1Il1lU. He converted 
one of his \'t'ssds illto a fire-~hip, hlit so Hlt('d up as to pre-
serve the appearance of a. ship intt'ndc(1 ftJr fighting, and clumps 
of woo <I were stuck up ill her, drcs~cd with IWls 011, 10 resemhJe 
JIlen. By means of fllis ship, the rest of I.is fled f()llou-ing 
close at hanel, lie took one of the Spanish ship~! ~Hld dcslro-,,(~d 
the two ottu.! rs. ::;till there remained the ca,Lle to h(-~ passed: 
which he cficcted without Joss, hy a stratagem which (leccived 
the Spaniards from their guard. During the day, and in sight 
of t.he castlt', he filled IllS bm~ts with armed men, and they 
TOwed from the ships to a part of th~ "hore which was well 
cuncealed by thickets. After waiting as )ong as might be sup-
posed to he occ,upied in the landing, all the men lay dG~\' n 

dose in the buttom of the hoats, except two in each, who ro\\"("d 
them back, going to the sidesyf the ships which were farthest 
from the castle. This heing repeated several times, CftllsCJ t.he 
Spaniards to belic\'c that the Buccaneers intellded an assault 
by land with tlleir whule force; and they nuu}c (Ii~position 

with lheir cannon accordingly, Icaving the sitlc of the castle 
towards the sea ullprO\' ided. "'hen it was night, and the ehb 
tide begun to make, JI,lorgan's lIeet took up thcu' anchors, alld, 

"itbout 
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without setting sajl, it being moonlight, they fell down the 
r;"cr, unpercel\'cd, till ,tlley were uigh Ihe castle. They then 
set" tllt' ir sail:;, and fired upun the castle, and before the 
Spc.wiards coul.d bring t ill'ir guns back to return the fire, the 
ships were pust. The vaJuc of the booty made in this expe­
dition W;:lS .2 .50,000 pieces of eight. 

SOllie mi1l01' actions of the Buccaneers arc omitted here, not 
bt~ing of sufficient conscquenec to excuse detaining the Reader, 
to w hom will llext be related one of their most remarkable 
exploit:!. 
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C HAP. VI. 

Treaty (tf America. Bxpcdition qf' the IJuccQllter ... agai."st Panama. 
E.1'I/uemdiu's Ifistul'!I uflhc .1mcricau ,~'(~a ROllers. JUiscollducl 
(l lite RlIl'l.Ipcall CO'f.'ernnrs in f1ll~ 'V c~t .111(1 ies. 

IN July lG70, was concludc(l a Trenty between Cri' llt Britain 
and Spa~ill, made expressly with the intention of terminating 

the Bt1ccam~er war, anti of' sdl-ling all disputes between the 
subjects of the two countries ill America, J t has hl'l:n w1th this 
especial signification entitled the 'l'f'c:\ty of AlIH'I'f('(J , and is the 
first which appears to ha\'f~ been dictatt~d by a JlH!ttHiI dispo~ 
sition to establish pencc in the IFest Indies. 'J'iH~ articlt'~ par­
ticularly directed to this end nre the following:-

Art. If. There shall be an llnin~ rsaJ pe.ace and sincere fricnd w 

ship, as well in America, as in nt.lle}' pal'ts, h<'lWfCn t.he l\in .~s 

of Ot'cut Rl'itaiu and Spa;u, their heirs and successors, their 
ki"gcioms, plantations, &c. 

III. That aU hoSlilitic!'t. df'predations, &c. sHall cease between 
the su~jccts of the said Kings. 

IV. Thf~ hvo Kings shall take care that their suhjeets forbear 
a1l acts of hostility, and shall call in all commissions, icttf'rs of 
marque and rrprisals, and punish all offenders, obliging them 
to mnke reparation. 

VI.I. All past injuries, on both sides, .ilall be buried in 
oblivion. 

VIII. The King of Great Britain shall hold and enjoy all the 
lands, countries, &c. he is now possessed of in A meric:a. 

IX. The subjecls on each side shan forbear trading or ~ajling 
to any places whalsoever under the dominion of the other, 
-without particular licence. 

XIV. Par-

CIIA,'_6_ -------167(11 
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XIV. Pa;ticular offences shan be: repaired in the common 
course of justice, and no rcprisals made uilless justice be 
denied, or unreasonably retarded . 

'Vhen notice of this Treaty wa!-l received in the TYest ludies, 
the lluccanct' I"S, immediately as of one accord, resolved to 
undertake somc grand c}";peclition.· Many occurrcuccs had 
given ri se to jealousies hetween the English uno the French in 
the TVest Indies; but Morgan's reputation as a commander was 
so high, that ad",'euturers from all parls signified t.heir readine~s 
to join him, and he appointed Lape TilJU1'on on tlle West of 
lli.'Ipmlio{a. tt)r the place of general l'emlCzrol1s. I n consequ~nce 
of this summons, in the, beginning: of Decel1l11cr 1670, a fleet 
was there (ol/cct(,(j under his (~omliland, consisting of no Jess 
than thirty-se\'en l"Cssds of difiercill sizes, and above .200('1 mell. 
IJavillg so large a force, he held council with the principal 
commanoers, ulld propose.d for their determination, whieh they 
should attempt of the three places, Carthagena, Vct"a Cruz, and 
Panamu. Punama was believed to be tlte richest, anti on that 
City the lot tell. 

A century before, when the name of Buccaneer was not 
known, roving adventurcr~ had crossed the Isthmus of America 
from the 'fest Iudit:s to the S(jutl~ Sea; but the. fate of Oxnam 
and his companions deterred others from the like attempt, untiJ 
the time of the Buccaneers, who, a~ they increased in numbers, 
extendt'd their enterprises, urged by a kind of necessity, the 
TVetit lttdittl Dot furnishing plunder sufficient to satisfy so many 
IllOr), whose modes of expcnditure were not Jess profligate than 
their means of obtaining were violent and jniquitous. 

The rendezvous appointed by Morgan for meeting his confe­
derates was distant from any authority which could prevent or 
impede their operations; and whilst they remained on the POast 
of Hi'pa"iola, he employed men to hunt cattle, and cure me!,.~ 

He 
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He also sent vessels to collect maize, at the settlements on the (' nAP. 6, -------Tierra Firma. Specific articles of agreement were drawn up 1670. 

and subscribed to, for the distribution of plunder. Morgan, Expc~iliol\ 
as commander in chief, was to receive onc hundredth l;~~:::~. 
part; each captain was to have eight shares; provision wns 
stipulated for the mai~ed and wounded, and rewards for 
t.hose who ~hould particularly distinguish themselves. These 
matters being settled, on December the 16th, the whole fleet December. 

sailed from Cape 'I'ihurott; on the 20th, they arrived at the They tnkf! 

) I d the hhlOd s an Sl~ Kala/ina, then occupied by the Spaniards, who had St. Kutaliull. 

garrisoned it chiefly with criminals sentenced to serve there by 
way of punishment. Morgan had fully entere,l into the 
pr~ject of lVfans\'elt for fomliog an establishment at $I" K atalina, 
and he was 110t the less inclined to it now that he considered 
himself as the head of Ihe Buccaneers. The Island surrendered 
upon summons. 1t is related, that at the request of the 
Governor, in which Morgan indulged him, a military farce was 
pcrfomed; lvlorgan causing cannon charged only with powder 
to he firp,d at the fort, which returned the like fire for a decent 
time, and then loWCrt!J their flag. 

Morgan judged it would contribute' to the success of the 
prop05cd expedition against Panallla, to make hiUlseif master 
of the tort or castle of Sail Lo"enzQ at the entrance of the River 

. Chag1'e. For this purpose he seot a detachment of 400 men 
under tbe command of ao old Buccaneer named Brodely, and 
in the mean time remained himself with the main body of his 
forces at S'" Katalillo, to avoid giving the Spaniards cause to 
suspect his further <Iesigns. 

The Castle of Chagre was strong, both in it~ workli and m Attack of 
situation, being built on the summit of a steep hill. It was t,hel C,"tde 

a tl~ Iver 
valiltnlly" assaulted, and no less "slianlly defended. The Buc- Chngrc. 

cI'n<ie" were once forced ~ retreat. They returned to the 
attack, aod . w.ere nearly . a secoud time driven back, when a 

VOL. IV. K powder 
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powder maga.inc in the fort blew up, and the mischief and 
confll~ion thereby occ~sioncd gave the Buccaneers opportunity 
to force entrance through the brcaches they had made. The 
Governor of the castle refu.ed to take quarter which was offered 
him by the Buccaneers, as did also ,ome of the Spanish wldiers. 
More than .200 men of 314 which composed the garrison were 
killed. The loss on the side of the lluccaneers was above 100 

men killed outright, and 70 wounded. 
On receiving intelligence of the castle being taken, Morgan 

repaired with the rest of his men from S'" Kalil/ina. He set 
the prisoners to work to repair the Castle of San Lorenzq, in 
which he stationed a garrison of 500 men; he also appointed 
150 mco to take care of the ships; and on the 18th of January 
1671·, he set forwa"rel at the head of l.iOO men li)r Panmna. 
One party with artillery and stores embarked in canoes, to 
mount the RitJi7' CllOg"C, the course of which is extremely ser­
pent.ine. At the end of the second day, however, they quitted 
the canoes, on account of the many obstructions frulI! trees 
which had fallen in the riYcr, and because the ri\'cr was at this 
time in TUany places almost dry; but the way b.v land was also 
found so difficult for ,the carriage of slores, that the cano{'s 
were again resorted to. On tbe sixth day, when they had 
el:pended great part of their travelling store of provisions, 
they had the good fortune to discover .. barn full of maize. 
Tbey saw many native Indians, wh.o all kept at a distance, 
and it was io "run endeavoured to overtake some. 

On the seveoth day they came to a village called Cruz, the 
inhabitants of which had sct fife to their houses, and fled. 

They 

~ " It is proper to mention, that an errolleoUBly printed dote, ill the &glilb 
edition of the BuccQJlttr. of Amtrica, occ8Bioned a milltake to be made in the 
accoun~ given of Narbrough's Voyage, respecting the time the Bucc8Deel'l kept 
posseUIOIi of PtUlama. See Vol. Ill. of P"fJ!lagu (1M DiKO'lJt1'ie • • " I'" ~ 
Sea, p, 3;4. 
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'rhey found there, however, fifteen jars of Peruvian wine, and a 1: 1\" P. 6. ------­sack of bread. The vilJage of Cruz is .at the highest part of I (i71. 

the Rivet' Cltagl'c to which boats or canoes can arrivl'. It was JUlitwry. 

reckoned to be eight leagues distant from Pauama. ExpCt~itiuu 
. u"amsi 

On the ninth day of their journey, they came in sight of the l·~Ia1lJa. 
Soutlt Sea: and here th1:~y were amollg fields in which cattle 
grazed. Towards evclling, they hau sight of the steeples of 
Panama. In the course of their nmrch thus far f!'Om the Castle 
of Cltagre, th<'y lost, by being fired ai, from cOllceaicd places, 
ten men killed; amI as lUauy Iilore were wounded. 

Panama had not the detence of regular fortific.atiom., Some 
works had been raised, but in parts tl~c city lay open, and was 
to be won or defended by plain fighting. Accurding to the 
Buccaneer account, the Spaniards had about 2000 ·illfillltry 
and .4-vO horse; which torce, it is to be supposed, was in part 
Cf)mposed of inhabitants and slaves. 

January the !!7th, early in the morning, the Buccaneers 2i l.h. 
resumed their march towards the city. The Spaniards came Thl' Ci,.v of 

j'ullilliia 

out to meet them. In this battlc, the Spaniards madc usc of taken. 

wild bulls, which t.hcy drove upon the Buccaneers to disorder 
their ranks; but it does not appettr tQ ha\'e had much efth:l. 
]n the cnd, the Spaniards gave way, aDd hcfore night, the 
Buccaneers were masters of the city. All that day, the 
Buccaneel's gave no quarter, either during the battle, Ijr 
afterwards, Six hundred Spaniards fell. The nuccaneers lost 
many men, but the number is not specified. 

One of the first precautions taken by Morgan after his 
victory, was to prevent drunkenness among his men: to which 
end, he procured to have it rcpor~d to him that all the wine 
in tbe city had been poisoned by tbe inhabitants; and OD tbe 
grQund of this intelligence, . he strictly prohibited e\'ery one, 
UDder. severe penalties, from tasting WiD!,' Before tbey bad well 

• " i fixed 
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fixed their quartel'l! in Panama, several parts of the city burst 
out in flames, which spread so rapidly, tbat in a shOlt time 
many magnificent edifices built with cedar, and a great part of 
the city, were burnt to the ground. Whether this was dene 
designedly, or happened accidentally, owing to the consternation 
of the inhahitants during the assault, has been disputed. 
Morgau is accused of having directed some of his people to 
commit this mischief, but no motive is assigned that could 
induce him to an act which cut off his future prospect of 
ransom. Morgan charged it upon the Spaniards; and it is 
acknowledged the Buccaneers gave all the assistance they were 

able to those of the inha.bitants who endeavoured to stop the 
progress of the fire, which neverthe)es~ continued to burn near 
four weeks before it was quite extinguished. Among the build­
ings destroyed, was a tactory·housc belonging to the Gcnoese, 
who then carried on tbe trade of supplying the Spaniards 
wi til slaves from Africa. 

The rapacity, licentiousness, and cruelty, of the BuccalleeJ'8, 
in their pillage of Panama, had no bounels. 'They spared,' 
says the narrative of a Buccaneer named Exquemelin, ' in 
, these their cruelties no sex nor condition whatsoever. As to 
, religious persons and priests, they granted them less quarter 
, tlnin others, unless they procured a considerable sum of money 
, for their ransom: Morgan sent detachments to' scour the 
"country for plunder, and to bring in prisoners tTom whom 
Tansom might be extorted. Many of the inbabitants escaped 
wit.h their effects by sea, and went for shelter to the Island, 
in the Bay of Panama. Morgan found a large boat lying agrouna 
in the Port, which he caused to be 'Ianched, and manned 'witb 
a numerous crew, and sent her to cruise among the Islands. 
A galeon, on board which the women of a convent had taken 
refuge, and in 'wbicb money, pIaI\'. and 'other vtJuable effects,' 

bad 
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tiad been lodged, very narrowly escaped falling into their ell A P. 6. 
~r--' 

bands. They made prize of several vessels, one of which was 1t)71. 

well adapted for cruising. This opened a new pro!o'pect ; and Expe,!iti()11 

smne of the Buccaneers began to consult how they might quit }~'l~~~;:. 
Morgan, and seek their fortunes on the South Sea, whence they 
proposed to sail, with the plunder they should obtain, by the 
East Indies' to Bu·roj)f'.. But Morgan received notice of their 
design before it could be put in execution, and to prevent 
such a diminution of his force, he ordered the masts of the 
ship to be cut away, nnd all the boats or vessels lying at 
Panama which could suit their purpose, to be burnt. 

The old city of Panama is said to ha.vc contained 7000 houses, Fell. 24th. 

many of which were magnificent edifices built with cedar. The 

O I h t· F b M d I . ddt' Buccllo('f'rs n tie .24t 0 c ruary, organ an 115 men cpartc rom d('pan from 
its ruins, taking with them 175 mules laden with spoil, and PaUIIlDa, 

600 prisoners, some of them carrying burthens, and others for 
whose release ransoin was ex pected. Among the latter were 
many womeu and children. These poor cre-atures were 
designedly caused to suffer extreme hunger and thirst, and 
kept uncler apprclJcnsions of being carried to Jamaica to be 
sold as slaves, that they might the nlore earnestly endeavour to 
procure money to be brought for their ransom. When snme of 
the women, upou their knees and in tears, begged of l\:lorgan 
to let them return to their tamilies, his answer to them WW>, 

that' he came not there to listen to cries and lamentations, 
but to seck mouey: Morgan's ~ thin;t for mOD<'Y was not 
restr~ined t'1 seeking it among his iPes. He had a. haud 
equally ready for that of hi. friends. Neither did he think 
4is friends people to be trusted; for in the middle of the 
march back to Cltagf'c, he drew up his men and caused them 
to be swum, that they had not reserved or conceaJed · any 
plunder, but hat! delivered all fairly into the common stock. 

This 
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This ceremony, it Sl.'t!ms, was lIot ulicustomal'Y. 'But Captain 
, Morgan having had experience that those loose fellows 
, would not much stickle to swear fulsely in such a case, he 
, commanded every olle to be searched. ; aod Ihat it might 80t 

, be esteemed nn affront, he permitted himself to be first 
searched, even to the Ycry soles of his shoes. The French 

, 13m'cancers who had engaged 011 this expedition with 1\tlorgaos 
, were not well satisfied with this new custom of searching; but 
, their number being less than that. of the English, they were 
, forced to suhmit: On arriving at Clwg'l'e, a division was 
maue. The narrative says, , ellery person recei ... eu his porti,:m, 

, or rather what part t)lcrcof Captain Morgan was pleased 
, to girc him. rOf so it was, that his companions, even those 
, of his o\\'n nation, complained of his proceedings; for they 
, judgt'd it impossible that, of so many valuable robberies, no 
I greater share :;hould belong to them than 2no pieces of eight 
, per head. But Captain Morgan was deaf to these, aod to 
, many other complaints of the same kind.' 

As .l\-Iorgon was not disposed to allay the discontents of his 
men hy coming to a more open reckoning with them, to a\'oid 
having the matter pressed upon him, he determined to with­
d;·aw from his command, ' which he did witiJout caUing any 
, council, or bidding any onc adieu; but went ~~c .. etly on 
, board his own ship, and put out to sea without giving notice, 
, being follol.cd only by three or four vessels of the whole fieet, 
, who it is believed went shares with him in the greatest part of 
, the spoil: 

The re.t of the Buccaneer vessels soon separated. Morgan 
wt:nt to Jamaica, and had begun to levy mCD to go with him to 
the Island !Y' Katalina, which he purposed to hold as his own, 
and to make it a common place of refuge for pirates; when the 
arrival of a new Governor at Jamaica, Lord John Vaughan, with 

orders 
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orders to enforce the late treaty wiLh Spain, obliged him to C II A 1'. 6. 

--------­relinquish his plan. 
The foregoing account of the ucstruction of Panamll by E!l:quen1O'Iin". 

M.organ, is taken from a History of the Buccaneers of America, t-~;.~~~? 
written originally in the Dutch language by a Buccaueer named BUtTllIl~{ ' rS 

E I· I hi · I d A I· . I I of Am"," • . xqncme In, all( pu IS Ie at mstcn am 10 1678, Wit) t.le 
Jitlc of 1)6 Americaeuschc :Zcc Uuon-rs. Exquemel;n'~ hook 
contains only partial accounts of the nctions of SOUle of the 
principal among the Buccaneers. ] Ie has set forth the valour 
displayed by them ill the most 8lhantagc:ous lig-ht; but 
generally, what he has relateu is credible. His Ilistory has 
been translated into all the European languages, but with 

• 
l'srious additions and alterations by rhe translators, ea(:h of 
whom has inclined to maintuirJ the military rcputaljon of IJi~ 

OWIl uation. Tlu.~ Spanish translation is entitled J'iratas. and 
has the following short complimentary l"locm pr~fixed, addressed 
to the Spanish ell itor and emendalor :-

D (> Agaml~n(m cantu In. villa Homcro 
Y Virgilio de Eneas 10 pindoso 
Cnmnes de Guma el curliO pr('surosso 
Gongora d brio u{' Colon Velcro. 

Ttl, 0 Alunso! mas t1octo y vc;dudPfO, 
Dellcrivcs del America ingcnio8o 
La que assaltn el l'iraUl cudicio.!lo : 
Lo que de6cnde ~l Eapllilol Guerrero. 

'fhe French translation is entitled Les Avantflrier,~ qui Ie 801JI 

signale.z dans /C.fi Indcs, and contains actions of the French Fli­
bustiers wl,kh arc not in ExquemeHn. The like has been done 
in the English translation, which has for title The Buwn;'", of 
Am,,·ica. The English translator, spe-dking of the saCking of 
Panama, has expressed himself with a strange mixture of 
boastmg and compunctious feeling. This account, he says, 
contains the unparalleled and bold exploits of Sir Henry 

• 
Morgan, 
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Morgan, written by one of the Buccaneers 'who was presenfat 
those traged ie., 

It has been remarked, that the treaty of America furnishes an 
apology for the C'nterprjses of the Buccaneers previous to its 
notification; it being so worded a8 to admit an inference that 
the English and Spaniards were antecedently engaged in a 
continual war in America. 

The new Governor of Jamaica was authorized and instructed 
to proclaim a general partlon, and indemnity from prosecution, 
for all I)iratical offences committed to that time; and to grant 
9:5 acres of land to every Buccaneer who should claim ~he 
benefit of the prociamati,!o, and would promise to apply himself 
to pJantillg; a measure from which the most beneficial efiects 
might have been expected, not to the .British colonists only, 
but to all around, in turning a number of able men from 
destructive occupations to useful ami productive pUl'suits, if it 
had not been made subservient to sordid views. The author of 
the History of Jamaica says, • This offer was intenocd as n lure to 
, cugage the Buccaneers to come into port with their effects, 
, that the Govcruor might, and which he was directed to dOt 

, take from them the te#lths and fifteenths of their booty as the 
dues of the Crown ~ and of the Colonial Government] for 

• granting them commissions.' Those who had lIeglected to 
obtain commissions would of ('ourse have to make their peace 
by an increased composition. Iu consequence ofthis scandalous 
procedure, the Jamaica Buccaneers, to avoid being so taxed, 
kept aloof from Jamu"ica, and were provoked to continue their 
old occupations, Most of them joined the French Flibustiers 
at Tortuga. Some were afterwards apprehended at Jamaica, 
where they were brought to trial, cond~mned a8 pirates, ""d 
executed. 

IG7" A war which was entered into by GrefZl Britaill and France 
&ga;oot 



BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA. 73 

against. Holland .. fumiohed for a time employment for the eRA P. 6; 
Buccaneers and Flibustiers, IIIld pro~ured tbe Spaniards a 

·.hort respite. 
'. In . 1673, the French made , an attempt to take the Island .673, 

of . C .... Ilf'IOJrom the Dutch, and failed. , M. , d'Ogeron, the F,';hu";e
k
,, 

5 IlpWrt'C -

Governor of Tortuga, intended to have joined io · this expe- cd lit, 
~' . , h' I b 'I '~' I ' --~ I'L',- 'I 1'0rlo R'eo' pltlon, .or.w Ie 1 purpose e sal f'AI m ' 8 Slip naweu ,£A;Uel, • 
manned with 300 Flibustiers; but in the night of the !5th 
of February, she ran aground among some small islands and 
rocks, near the North side of tbe Island Porto Rico. The 
People got safe to land, but were made close priBone ... by the 
Spaniards. After some months imp~jsonment, M. d'Ogeron, 
with three others, made their escape in a canoe, &nd got back 
to Torttlga. The Governor General over the French West-
India Islanos at tbat time, was a M. de Baas, who sent to 
Pm'to Rico to demand the deliverance of the french detained 
there prisoners. The Spanish Governor of Porto Rico required 
3000 pieces of eight to be paid for expences incurred. 
De Baas was unwilling to comply with the demand, and sent an 
agent to negociate for Rn abatement in the sum; but they came 
to no agreement. M. d'Ogeron in the lIJean time collected five 
hundred men in Tortuga and Hi8paniola, with whom he 
embarked in a Dumber of small vessels to pass over to Porto 
Rico, to endeavour the release of bis shipwrecked companions; 
but by re,peated tempe8ts, several of his flotilla were forced back, 
and he reached Porto Rico witb only three hundred ruen. 

On tbeir landing, the Spanish Governor put to death all his An. put to 
French priaooe:n, except 8C\'enleen of the officers. Afterwards .It:'ath hy the 
in an .el1gagelDl'Dt with the Spaniards, D'Ogeron IOtIt Beventt'cn Spun;",h. 

llIOIIo .. and fouodbis strength not aufficient to force the Spaniards 
to ~m.;, UPOD .. !>ich be withdrew from Porto Rir", and returned 
to,f!!f:/." ~ .. .IOvenlleao French officers that wereapared in 

Vo)" IV. L the 
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~ the massacre of the prisoners, the Governor of Porto Rico put 
J673. on board a vessel bound for the Tierra l-irma, with the intention 

of transporting them to P eru ; but from that fate they were 
delivered by meeting at sea with an English Buccaneer cruiser. 
Thus, by the French Governor ' General disputing about a 
trifting balance, three hun<lred of the French Buccaneers, whilst 
employed for the French king'. service under· one of his 
officers, were sacrificed. 
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C H .A Po. VII. 

Thomas Peche. Attempt oJ La Sound to cross th~ .Isthmus 
of America. Voyage ~f Antonio de Vea to, the !1trait of 
l\fngalhaPles. Various Advfntm'cs of tlte Dw.:caneers, in the 
West Indies. to tlte year 1679. 

75 

IN 1675, Thomas Peche, an Englishman, fitted out a ship ,C HAt'. 7" 

ill England for a piratical voyage to the Soutit Sea against 
the Spaniards. Previous to this, Pechc had been many ypars 

• a Buccaneer in the Ifest Iudie ... , and therefore his voyage to the 
South Sea is mentioned as R Buccaneer expedition; but il: was 
in 110 manner connected with any enterprise in or from the 
TVest Indies. The only information we have of. Peche's voyage 
is from a Spanish author, SeiJ;as!J Lovera; and by that it lUay 

be conjectured that Pcche sailed to th(' Aleulian Isles.-
About this time the Frencu West-India Company was 

suppressed; but another Company was at the same time erect.ed 
in its stead, and under the unpromisipg title of Compagnie 
des Fermiers du domaine d'Occident. 

Since the plundering of Panama, the imagination!; of the 
Buccaneers had been continually running on expeditions to tile 
Soutlt &a. Tbis was well known to the Spaniard., and produced 
many forebodings and prophecies, in Spain as well as in j-Jeru, of 
great inva!;ions both by sea and land. 'fhe alarm was increased 

Thomas 
J1cchc: . 

by an attempt of a :Freoch Buccaneer, named La Sound, with La. ~oun" 

a sm.all b?dy of men, to cross over land to the South &a. a~:~~!~h(~ 
La IsthmUIL. 

".<. Thtatro Na'041 H..ydrographico. Cap. xi. See al)lo of Pecbe, in Vol. Ill. of 
Sovth .S. royal" and Dis((Wt ritf, P.392 . 

• L! 
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(: n A P. j., La Sound got no farther than the town of Cheapo, and was 
,675. driven back. Dampier'reJat~ •• • Before my going to the Soutl. 

Sea.~t I being then on board R privateer off Pm'tobel, we took 
a packet from Cu·rthagella. 'Ve opened a great many of the 

, merchants' letters, several of which informed their COlTe5-

pondents of a certain prophecy tbat went about Spai" that 
, ycar, the tenor of which was, 7'/tat the English privtlt('er~ in 

the West Indies would that year open a (loor into the South Seas: 
In 1675, it was reported and believed in 1)~1'u, that strange 

ships, supposed to be Pimtes, had been seen on the coast of 
Cftili, and it ","as apprehended that they dCfiigncd to form an 

VOyll.g'<' of establishment there. In.. consequence of this information or 
Ant. {lei' V(~a rumour, the Viceroy sent a ship from PCI'll, under the command 

to I 1(' 

Slrait or of Don Antonio de ' Vea, accompanied with small harks ns 
!\Iag<lllHlUu. d . h G if liS .. T: . id d ten t'rS, to reconnOItre t e u ( ea antlsslma r'n a a, 

and. ·to proceed thence to the West entrance of the Strait 
of Magll'''a1les. De V ca made examination at those places, and 
was convinel'd, from the poverty of the land, that no litttle­
ment of Europeans could be maintained there. One of the 
Spauish barks, with a crew of sixteen men, was wrecked on the 
small Islands call(;'cl Et.'angclists, at the West entrance of the 
Stmit. Dc Vea relurned to Callao in April 1676". 

16i6 . 'file ('attle in lIi.'ljumio/{;, had again multiplied so much as to 
revive the business c,f hunting and the baucall. In 1676, some 
French who hnd hahitations in the Peninsula uf Sa-mana (the 
N E part of llixpallio/u) made incursions on the Spaniards, and 
plundered one of tbeir villages. Not long afterwards, the 
Spaniards learnt that in Samana there were only women Rnd 
children, the men being all absent on the chace; and that it 
would he eHsy to surprise not only the habitations, but the 
huuters also, who had a boucan at a phice called -the Round 

Mountain. 

'" Nut. de lell Exp. Magill. p. 268, of VII. Yiagt al E,trullo. 
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Moultloin. Thi. the Spaniards executed, and with such full 
indulgence to their wish to extirpate the French in I1i'polti"/a, 
that they put to the sword everyone they found at both 
the places. The French, in consequence of this misfortune, 
strr.ngthencd their fortifications at Cape F,'anFois, and made it 
their principal establishnient in the. Island. 
• In J 678, -the French again undertook an expedition against 
t.he Dutch Island Curn(:ao, with a Jarge fleet of t!IC I·'rench 
king's ships, under the command of Admiral the Count d'Etrces. 
The Frencli Court were so earnest for the conquest of Curafao, 
to wipe of}' the disgrace of the former failure, that the Governor 
of Tortuga ,.,.1.\5 ordered to raise 1200 fllen to join the Admiral 
d'Etrees. The king's troops within his govcmmcnt did not 
exceed 300 men; neverthelesl'J, the Governor collected the num­
ber required, the Flibustiers willingly engaging in the expe~ 
dition. Part of them embarked on board the king's !Ships, 
and part in their own cruising vessels. By mistake in the 
navigation, d'Etrecs ran ashore; in the middle of the night on 
some small 1sles to the East of Curofao, called de Aves, which 
are surrounded wiLh hrp.akers, and eighteen of his ships, besides 
some of the }~Iibusticr vessels, wt:re' wf(~cked. The crews ' were 
saved, excepting about soo men. 

The Curllfao expeditlon being thus terminated, the Flihustiers 
who hud engaged in it, after sadng as much as they could of 
the wf(~cks, went on expeditions of their own planning, to 
seek compensation for their disappointment and loss. Sume 

77 
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landed on Cuba, and pillagt'd Puerto (It:! P1·jucipc. Onc party, OrannlOlIl. 

under Granroont, a leatler noted for the success of hi!S enter~ 
pri'se9, went to the Gulf of Vene.tuela, antI the ill-fated townlil 
ltJarllcaiiJo and Gibraltar were again pluml('n~d; hut what the 
Buccaneers obtained was not of much valut'. ]n August thts 
year, France concluded a treaty of peace wjlh Spain and " 
Ifolland. 

The 
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The Government in Jamaica bad b'y this time relapsed to it. 
former propcllsitics, and again encouraged the Buccaneers, nnd 
shared in their gains. OIlC crew of Buccaneers carried there a 
vessel taken from the Spaniards. the cargq of which produced 
for each man's share to the value of 400/, After disposing of 
the cargo, tlH'Y burnt the "esseJ; 'and 'haying paid the 
, Govt:'fUor his duties, they embarked for E1Igland, whcre,~ 
added the author, 'some of them live in good reputation to 
( this day-: 

As long as the war Ilao lasted between .H'allce and Spain, the 
French Buccaneers had the advantage of being lawful pri~ 

"atC('TS. An English llllccanecl' rdates, '\Vc IlIct a }'rcnch 
, pl'itatc ship uf 'war, n;ouJltiog eight guns, who kept in QUI' 

compallj' some days. Hcr commission was only for three 
, monlJls. " 'e shcu'cct him our cornlllis5ion, which was for three 

ye<.trs to COUlf'. TIJis we had purchased at a cheap rate, having 
, I(i\'en for it only lell pieces of eight; hut the ~ruth of the 
, thing was, that our commission was made out at first only 
, for three months, thc samc date as thc Frenchman's, whereas 
, among ourseh'cs we contri\'cd to make it that it should ~erve 
, jClr threc years, for w}th this we werc resolved to seek our 
'lortuII(,s.' Whenever Spain was at war with another Euro­
pean Power, adventurers of any country found no difficulty in 
the Itest Indies ill procuring commissions to war against the 
Spaniards; with wllie" cOlIlIlJission, and carrying aloft the flag 
of the nation hostile to 8paill, they assumed tbat they were 
lawful enemies. Such pretr.nsions did them small service if 
Uley fen into the hands o/' the Spaniard.; but they were 
allowed in the ports or neutral nations, which benefited by 
being maue the mart of the Buccaneer prize goods; and the 
Buccaneers thought themselves well recompensed in having a 
ready market, and the security of the port. 

The 
• BUCCQ1I(tr, tf America, Part 11 I. Cb. xi. 
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'1'he enterprises of the Buccaneers on the Tierra Firma und ,c II A P. 7., 

other parts of the American ContineAt, brought them into 1678. 

frequent intercourse with the natives of thos~ parh, "nd Hnrit'll 

d d ' h d II . h S Indi:llIli • . pro uce .riends ips, an sometimes a jallce~ agamst t c pa-
niarrls, with whom each were alike at con&tant enmity. But 
there sometimes happened disagn'('ments ·between tlwm 'Rnd 

~he natives. The Buccaneers, if they wanted prm'isiolls 01' 
assistance from the Indians, had 110 objection to pay Jt.H' it 
when they had the means; no)' had the natives ohjedi(~n to 
supply them on that condition, and occasionally out of pure 
good will. The Duccaneers nC\'ertheless, did not ah\'lt)'s rdj'ain 
from helping themselves, with no other leave than their own • 

• 
Sometime bct()re lV{orgau's expedition to l'IlIUlma, they had gi\'cn 
the Indians of l)aricll much offence j but shortly after that expe­
dition, they were reconciled, in conse-quencc of which, the 
Daricn ]ndians had assi~tcd La Sound. In lfi78, they gave 

• 
assistance to another party of Flibusticrs which went against 
Cheapot under a French Capt'ain named BOllmano, and offered 
to conduct them to a place called Tocamoro, where they said the 
Spaniards had lIluch gold. Boumano did not think his force 
sufficient to take advantage of their .offer, but promis£d he 
would come again and be better provided. 

In 1679, three Buccaneer vesse]s (two of them English, and 1679. 

one French) joined in an attempt to plunder Porto Btl/a. J~:;;:~ri~~~lo 
They landed 200 men at such a distance from the town, that it by tlw 

oecupit~d them three nights in travelling, for during the day they Buccaneers. 

lay conccHled in the woods, before. they reached it. Just as they 
came to the town, they were discovereu by a negro, who ran 
before to give intelligence of their coming; but the Buccaneers 
were so quickly after him, that they got possession of the town 
before the inhabitants could take any step for their defence, 

and, 
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C U:. 7·. and, being dnacquainted with tbe stnmgth of the enemy, they 
all Bed. The Bucca!ll'ers remained in tbe town collecting 
plunder two days and two nights, all the time in apprehension 
tbat the Spaniards would' pour in the country' upon their small 
foree, or intercept their retreat. They got back however 10 tbeir 
ships unmolested, and, on a division of the booty, shared 16.0 
pieces of eight to each maD. . 
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CHAP. VlII . 

.Meeting rif Buccaneers at the Samballas, and Golden Island. 
Party fONlled by the E1Ig li. h Buccan«" to crDls the Isthmu •• 
So",e account of the Nativ.Inhabitant. rif the MosquitoShore. 

ill 

IMM'ED'iATELY after the p"'ndering of Porto Bello, a .<Ru. 8 .• 
number of Buccaneer ve.sel., hoth English and French, on • • 

the report which had been made by Captain Bournano, 
assembled'at the Sambalku, or 1.1 .. of Sa .. Bla., near the coast 

. of Darien. One of the.e ,'e.sel. was commande<lby Bournano. 
The Indians of Darien received theln as friends and .alli ... 
but they now disapproved the project of going to Toeamoro. 
The way thither~ they said, \Va. mountainous, and tbl"'Jugb a 
long tract of uninhabited country, in which it would be difficult 
to find sub.istence; and instead of Tocamaro, they advised going 
against the city of Panama. Their representation caused the 
design upon Tocamoro to be given up. The English Buccaneers l~~ •• 

were for attacking Panama; but the French objected to the 
length of the march; and on this differen"", the English and 
French ""peTated, the Ellglish Buccaneers going to an Island 
called by them Gold .. Island, which is the most eastern of the Gold .. 

Samballa., if not 1D0re properly to be said to the eastward of Iol ... d. 

all the &mballa •• 
Without the assistance of the French, Parlama was too great 

an undertaking. They were bent, however, on ero,sing the 
1'1'-'; and at the recommendation of their Darien fri"n<lt, 
they determined to visit a Spanish town named Santa Mario, 
aitWlted qP the banks of a river that ran into tbe South Sea. 
Tbe. Spaniards kep~ a good garrisoo at &lIta M",~ ,~ 
accoufit of gold which was collected from WOUl)tam8 '~ 
nel&hbourbood. · .•••. 

VOJ,. IV. M The 
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The Buctancers who engaged in this expedition wel'e 
erews of seven \esscls"of force as in tilc fc.lllowing list: 

(i"n_' 1I11'n 
A vessel of 8 and 07 comman!letI hy John Coxon. 

'lS - 107 - Pt:k!r }htrris. 
I - 35 - Uiduud Sawkinl. 
, 40 

o - 43 
- Bart. Sharp. 
- "Edmond Cook. 

o _ 24 - Hobert 1\ !I('stOIl" 

- 0 20' - - Ml1ckct. 

the 

It was .ettled that AII"ston and Macket, with 55 men, IIJCI11-
selves included, should be left to guard the vessels during the 
absencc of those who went all the expedHion, whicb was not 
expected to be of long continuance. These matters were arranged 
at.GoIden Island, and agfeement madc with the Darien Indians 
to '-urDish them with subsistence during the march. 

WiHiam Dampier, a" seaman at that time of no celebrity, 
but of good observa.tion and experience, WDt; among these 
Buc'caneers, a.nti of the patty to cross the bthmus; as was 
Lionel 'Yarer, since well known for his J)cscI·i.plwfl of tll8 

Illhmus of Darien, who had engaged with them us surgeon. 
Iu this Jlflrty of Buccaneers were also some native Arne.: 

ricans, of a .moll "tribe called Mosquito Indians, who inha­
bited the sea coast on each side of Cape Gracias a Dio., 
one way towa.rds the river San Jrw.n de Nicaragua, the other 
toward. the Gulf of Iiondur<1S, wliich is called the ll,fo,quit. 
Silore. If Europeans had any plea in justification of their 
hostility again.t the Spaniards in the W .. t Indiu, much more 
bad the native Americans. The Mosquito India ... , moreover, 
bed long beell, aDd were at the time of the"" occurrences, 
ill an extraordinary degree attached to tbe English, insomuch 
that voluntarily of their own choice they acknowJ,<!ged the 
Kjrlg of Grotrt Brilflin for their IIOvereign. They were an'",.. 
t~ly iog"";"u. people, and w",e greatly esteemed by the 
European seamen in the We.ot Indie>, on account of their great 

'ClIl pertaess 
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expertness in the usc of the harpoon, and in tukingtul'tlc. Tile CHAP.8, 

following character of them is given by Dampier: 'These ~ 
, Mosquito lliclians,' be says, ' are tall, well made, slrong, and MO~\lito 

IllduUJ,s. 
, nimble of loot; long visaged, Jank black hair, look stern, and 
, are of a durk cqpper compJexioD. They are but a sllIall 
, nation or f~Hl'il.y. They arc very ingenious in throwiug tbe 
, lance, 01' ~arpoo]). They have extraordinary good eyes, aud 
, will descry a sail at. sea, farther than we. }"or these things, 
, they afC esteemed and covet.ed by all privateers; for one or 
, t.wo of them in a ship, wil~ sometimes maintain a hundred men. 

'Vllcn they come among privateers, they learn the lise of guns, 
, and prove very good marksmen, They behave tiu.'mscivcs 

• 
bold in figiJt, and are never seen to flinch, or hang back; for 

, they think that the while men with whom they are, always 
, know better than they do, wher. it is best to fight; and be 
, tile disadvantage never so great, they do not,give back while 
, uny of their party stand. Thet;c Mosquito mcn are in general 
, vcry kind to the EnglilSh, of whom they receive a great deal 
, of respect, both on boaI'd their ships, and on Hhorc, either in 
, Jamaica, or elsewhere. 'Ve always humour them, letting tlH.:m 
, go any where as they will, and return. to their country in allY 
• ves~el bound that way. if they please. They will haI'C the 
, management of themselvls in their strikiug fish, and will go in 
, their own little canot', nor will they then let any white man 
, COIl\C in their caTloe; all which we allow them. }'or should \;'(: 
, cross them, though they should see shoals of fish, or turlle, or 
• the like. they will purposely strike their harpoons anrl turtle­
, jrons aside, or so glance them as to kilJ nothing. They &c­

, kn<>wJedge the King of England for their sovereign. learn 
" our language, and take the Governor of Jamaica to be one of 
• the greatest princes ill the world. While they are among the 
• Engli.b. they wear good cloaths. and take delight to go neat 
• and tight; but when they' return to their own country. they 

)J 2 ' put 
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.' • u , 8,. • pllt by all 
• 

their cloaths, and go after their own count .. ! 
Of the • fashion.' 

MOIquito 
lod.ians. In Dampier'. time, it "as the custom among the Mosquito 

Indians, wbeo their Chief died, for his succ""",,r to obtain a 
commi .. ion, appointing him Chiet~ from the Governor of 
Jamaica; and till he received his commission !:Ie was not ac~ 
knowledged in form by his countrymen-. 

How would Dampier have been grieved, if he could have 
foreseen that this simple and bonest people, whilst their attach­
ment to the English had suffered no diminution, would be 
delivered by the British Government into the hands of the Spa­
niards; which, from all ~xpericnce of what had happened; was 
delivering them to certain destruction. 

Hefore this unhappy transaction took place. and after the 
time Dampier wrotc, the British Government took actual po;­
session of the )\fosquito Country, by erecting a fort. and sta­
tioning there a garrison of British troops, British merchants 
settled among the Mosquito natives. and magistrate. were ap­
pointed with authority to administer justice. Mosquito mell 
were taken into British pay to serve as soldien., of which the 
following story is related in I.ong's Hi.tory of Jamaica. • In 
• the year 1758, the Government of Jamaica took into their pay 
• two hundred Mosquito Indians, Ie as.i.t in the suppression of 
• the Maroons or Wild Negroes. During a march on this set-

-f vice, 

• 4 Tbey -Det'''!r forfeit tbeir word. The King h .. hi. commilsion from the 
• ,Governor of Jamaica. tlnd ut every neW' Govemor'. arrival, they COQle over to 
, kOO'N bis ple8lure. The King of the Mo.quir.o. ,,,as reeeivl'<l by hiM Grace the 
, Duke of Portland (Governor of JafN4ica, A.D. 11U~3) witb that courtety which 
~ wax nntural to him, and with more ceremony than .eemOO 10 be due to • 
~ Monarch who held hi. tovereignty by commi"ioo.'-' The Mosquito Intijazp; 
, had II. ,·jetory over the Spanillh Indian.about 30 yean ago, apd cut oft' a number; 
, but glLve 0 Negro who was with them, hi. life purely on account of hb speaking 
'English.' HiMory of JalfWJiC4. London ~774. Booki Cb.ll. Aad.B.flili 
:£mp;rI in "'",,"CD, Vol.ll. pp. 367 I< 37" 
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• vice, one of their white conductors shot a wila hog. The 
• Mosquito men told him, that was not the way to surprise the 
• negroes, but to put them on their guard; and if he wanted 
• provisions, they would kill the game equally well with their 
'arrows. They effected considerable service OIl this occasion, 
, and were well rewarded for their good conduct; and when 
c. a pacification took place with the l\faroons, they were seot 
, well satisfied to their own country.' 

In the year 1770, there resided in the Mosquito Country of 
British settlers, between two and three hundred whites, as 
many of mixed blood, and 900 slaves. On the breaking out 
of the war bet\veen Great Britaiu. and Spain, in 1779, when the 
Spaniards drove the British logwood "cutters frolU their settle­
ments in the Bay of Honduras, the Mosquito men armed and 
assisted the British troops of the line in the recovery of the 
logwood settlements. They behaved on that o~easion, and 011 

ot.hers in which they ser\'ed against the Spaniards, with their 
accustomed fidelity. An English officer, who was in the West 
Indies during that war, has given a description of the Mosquito 
men, which exactly agrees with what Dampier has said; and all 
that is related of thelo whilst with th~ Buecaneers, givetl the 
most favourabJe impression of their dispositions and character. 
It was natural to the Spaniards to be eagerly desirous to get the 
Mosquito Country and people into theil' power; but it was not 
natural that 8uch a proposition !'hould be listened to by tll.? 

British. Nevertheless, the matter did so happen. 
When notice was received jn the 1Yelt Indira, that a ncgo~ 

ciation was on foot for the delivery of the Mosqllito SIIo,.< ,to 
Sp8in. the Council at Jamaica drew up a Report ancl Hernon­
strance agail1'St it; in which was stated, that 'lhe numhcr of 
• the Mosquito Indians, so justly remarkable for their fixed 
, hereditary hatred to tbe Spaniards, nnd attachment to us, were 
• from seven to ten thousand!' Afterwards, in continuatioll, the 

• Memorial 

d5 
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CH 0\1',1:1. Memorial says, '\V.e heg leave to ~tatc tlw nat.ure of His 
~,--' 

Of fht' ., Majesty's tcrl'itnl'i~ll"igbt, pr,rcci\' jllg with alarm, from papC'l'!os 
Mu..qtlilo , submitted to OUI' insl)cctinn, thal ~ndeavours lta\·t! been m:t(lp. 

Indians. 
, to creat.e donht~ as to His ]\1ajesty's just clailll~ to the 
, sovereignt.y of this valuahle and delightful countr.v. TIll' 
I native Indians of this country liavc nc\'cr submitter} (0 

, the Spanish (jov~rnment. The Spaniards never had an:)' 
, seUlement amongst them. During the course of 150 years 

the.Y have maintained a strict and uninterrupted a1liance wit.h 
, the suhjccts of Great J-jl'it(Jin. They made a free and formAl 
, cession of the dominion of their country to His 1\lajf:'sty~s 

• predecessors, acknon'\edgiug the King of Great B1'itn;J,' for 
"' their sovereign, 1ong' hefore the American Treaty (:ouciu<icd 

at Madrid in J 670; and consequently, by the eighth Article of 
that Treaty, our right was declared·: In one l\,iemr)fial and 

·Remonstrance ,which wa'S presented to the British :T\Iinislry on 
the filial ratification (ill 1786) of the Treaty, it is complained, 
that thereby his Majesty had given up to the King of Spnill 
, the Indian people, and country of the Mosquito ShQre, which 
, formf'd the most sl!cure West-Indian Province posses~ed j)y 

, Creat Rrituin, and which we held by the mOllt pure and 
• perfect title of sovereignty.' Much of this is digression; but 
·the subject unaroidably came into notice, nod could not be 
hastily quitted. 

Some mercantile arrangement, said to be advantageous to 
Great Britaill, bllt which h", been di'puted. ,va, the puhlicly 
assjgn~d mOli\'e to this act. It has been conjccturL-o t.hAt a 
desire to shew civility to the Prime Minister of Sp"in wa,tiro 
real motive. Only blindness or want of information could give 
either of these con!:liderations such fatal influence·, 

The making over. or transferring. inhabited lerritory ·from 
the . 

• Cay '1 ' 11j, Mn:il!!tg'J SU'~flctJ flpon lhe Ma.quito SJlOrl', mO$t humbly " ub~ 
mitttd, ll.c .• Londoll, 1789' 
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the dominion and jurisdiction of one state to that·uf another, 
has been practised nnt always with rcg<1r~1 fur propriety. Jt has 

been done sometimes llnavoitlauly, ~olllet;lllt:s justly, and some­

times inexeeusably. Unavoidahly, when a wcaker state is 
llcccssitutcd to submit t.o the exactions of a stronger. Justly, 
when the inhabitants of the territory it is proposed t.o transfer, 
are cousullcp, and gi ... ·e their consent. .\liio it lIlily he reckoll('d 
j~st to cxcrciw the power of trallsli:'I'rillg a cOllqllcn.·d terri­
tory, the inhabitunts of wllich ha\'{~ nol been received und 

adopted as fellow suhjects with ti,e slll~j{)cts of Ihc slale 
uo<l('1' whose power it had fallen. 

The inhahitants of a territory who wit.h their lands arc 
transferred to the dominion of a n-cw ~t!lle wit.hout their 
inclinatiolls being consulted, arc placed in the conditjoll of 

ft conquered people. 
The conncxion of the l\1osquito people with Great B"ilaiu 

\las Jormed in friendship, and was OIl each side a voluntary 

engagement. That. it was an engagement, should he no question. 
In equity and honour, whoever permits it to be believed that 

he has entered into an engagement, therehy becomes engaged. 
'.rhe Mosquito people were knon-n t.o helir.ve, and had been 
allowed to continue in the belit:f, that ·t.hey were permancntly 
united to the British. The (;o\-'crnors of .Jamaica. giving C()lll~ 

missions for tile instalment of their chief, the buildinl.! a fOl't, -.and placing a garrison in the country, shew both acceptance ~~f 
their submission and exercise of 8ovcl'eignty. 

Va·t.tel has decribed this case. He says, '\V.hen a nation has 
, not. sufficient strength of ibelf, :.md is not ill 8. condition to 
, resist its enemies, it may lawfully SUh~lit to u morc powerful 
, nation on certain conditions upon which they shall come to 
, a.n agreement.; al1lI the pact or treaty of submission will be 
., afterwards the measure and rulc of the rights of each. For 

, that 

B7 
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that which submits, resigning a right it possessed, and con­
, v~ying it to another, has an absolute power to make this 
, conveyance upon wl~at conditions it pleases; and the othf':T, by 
, accepting the submission on this footing, engages to observe 
, religiously all the clauses in the treaty . 

• When a nation has placed itself under the protection of 
, another that is more powerful, or has submitted.to it with a 
, "iew of protection; jf this last docs not etrectuaBy grant iis 
, protection when wanted, it is manifest that by failing in its 
, engagements it loscs the rights it had acquired.' 

The rights lost or relinquished by Great Britai .. might 
possibly be of small import to her; but the 10 ... of our pro­
tection was of infinit~ t':onseqncnce to the Mosquito people. 
Au\'alltagcs supposed or rea1 gained to Great Britai", is not to 
be pleacled in excuse or palliation for withdrawing her pro­
tection; for that would seem to imply that an engagement 
i. more or less binding according to the greater or less interest 
there may be in observing it. But if there had been no 
engagement, the length and .teadiness of their attachmeut to 
Great Britai" would have entitled them to her protection, and 
the nature of the case rendered the obligation sacred; for 
be it repeated, that experience had shewn the delivering them 
up tc1 the dominion of the Spaniards, was delivering them to 
certain slavery and death. These considerations possibly might 
not occur, t()r there seems to have been a want of information 
on the subject in the Hritbh Ministry, and al80 a want of 
attention to the remonstrances made. The Mosquito Country, 
and tb .. native inhabitants, the best affected and most conltant 
of all tbe friends the British ever bad, were abandoned in tbe 
Bummer of J 787, to the Spaniards, tbe known e"terminaton of 
millions of the native Americans, and who were JQot6Oyer 
incensed again.t the Mosquito meo, for the part they bad 

alw.,.. 
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always taken with the British, by whom they were thus "IIAl' . 8. 
--.--' 

forsaken. The British settlers in that cottntry found it Ilccc!\sary Of thr. 

to withdraw as speedily as they had oj'l)orlunity, .'ilh the ir Mo~quilO 
Illdian~. 

effects. 
If the business had been fully understood, aud the safety of 

Great Britaiu had depc·nded upon abandoning the Mosquito 
}>eoplc to their merciless enemies, it would have bee:n thought 
disgraceful by tile nation to have done it; hut the national 
interest being trivial, anti the public ill gCIl('ral being un· 
informcd in the matter, the transaction took place without 
attracting much notice. A motion, however, was made in the 
British House of Lords, ' that the kt'ms of the Convt'.nlioll 
, with ~pai", signed in July 1786, did not meet the fm'ourable 
, opinion of this House;' and the noble MO\-er o~icctcrl to 

that part of the Convention which related to the surrender of 
the British possessions on the l.H(),'Iqflito Slwl¥., that it was a 
humiliatiOIJ, and derogating from Ihe rights of Greal Brilaill. 
The first Article of the Treaty of 17tW ~ays, • His llritH.llnic 

, Mujesty's subjects, an{l the other Colonist~, who have hitherto 
, enjoyed the protection of England, shull e.va(~uatc the Country 
, of the Mosquitos, us well as the Continent in gencru), and the 
, Islands adjacent, without exception, situated beyond the line 
• hereafter described, a. what ought to be the extent. of terri­
~ tory granted by hi. Catholic Majesty to the English: 

In the debate, rights were asserted for Sp"ill, not. only to 
Wlilit she tben possesscd on the Continent of America, but to 
parts she had never possessed. 'Vas this want of information, 
or want of cOhskleration? The \ford' granted' was improper),. 
introduced. In truth and justice, the claims of Spain to America 
a(e not to be acknowledged rights. They were founded in 

.. ulmrpation, and prosecuted by the e .. termination of the lawful 
aDd natural proprietors. It, is an oifence to morality and to 

VOL. IV. N hUDlanity 
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humanity to pretend thnt Spain had ~o clear and just a title lC' 
::my part. of her possessions on the Continent of America, as 
Great Britain had to the 2110squUQ Couutry. The rights of the 
J\.Josquito people, and Iheir claims to the friendship of Great 
Britain, were 110t sufficiently made known; and the motion 
was of"gatived. It might have heen of service in this debate to 
have quoted Dampier. 

III conclusion, the case of the Mosquito !>copJc deserves, 
and oemands the ' reconsideration of Great B"itllin. If, on 
examination, it shall be proved that they have been unge· 
nerously and unjustly treated, it may not be toO late to seek 
10 make repnration, whic.h ought to he done as far as CiI'CUli1-

~tan('cs will yet admit. 'The first step towards this would he, to 
institute enquiry if thert· are living any of 01.11' forsaken friends, 
or of their posterity, and what is their prescnt condition. If 
1l1c Mo'quito pe0ple have heen humanely and justly governed 
since their separation from Great Britain, the enquiry wi}) give 
the Spauiards cause for triumph, and the, British cause to 
njoicc tl".1 evil has not resulted from their act. On the other 
lmnd, shuuld it he found that they have shared in the common 
calamities heaped upon t.he natives of America by the Spaniards, 
then, if there yet exist enough of their tribe to form a nation, it 
would he right to restore them, if praclicahle, to the country 
amI sitllalioll of ~' hich their fathers were deprived, or to find 
them an equivalent; and at allY price or paius, to dcJiver them 
from oppression, If only few remain, those few should be 
freed from their bondage. alJ(1 he liberally provided with lands 
and nmintcnancc in our own West-India Islands. 
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C HAP. IX . 

.Touruey (tf the Buccaneers across the Isthmus of America. 

ON the 5th of April, 1680, three hundred ano thirty.onc ~ 
Buccaneers, most of thmn' English, passed o ~'er from 168,), 

Colde1l I.~lalld, awl land ed in Darieu, 'each man ]H'{J \, jded with April SIlt, 

e fuur cakes of bread called dough-boys, with a fus il, a [)istol HUCl' ;m, ·(",. 
. , lallIl ~)U Illl' 

, and a hanger: They hegan their journey marshalled in clivi- htllluus . 
• sions, with distin .~uishing flags, under their se\'eral commanders, 

DnJ'lllolomc\\' Slwrp and his men taking the kad. Many 
Darit'll lndians kept them company as their cOl1fcdcratf's .. amI 
su ppl ied them with plant.ains, ffUil', and venisOl~, for Wllich pay~ 
Illf'1I1 W<1S made in axes, hatchet s, knives, DeC{lIes, beads, and 
trinkets ; all which the BUI'C<l1wcrs bat! taken care to come 
well IU'O\' i<ied with. Among the Darien Indialls in company 
werc two Chiefs, who went by the names of Captain Andreas 
and. Captain Antonio. . 

The commencement of their march was through the skirt of a 
wooo , which having passed, tllt'Y proceeded aLout a league by the 
side of a bay, and aft(~rwards about two leagues direct ly up a 
woody "ullcy, where was an Indian house and plantation hy till: 

side of. a river. Here they took up their lodging for the night, 
those who could 110t be rcceivl"'d in the house, lJuilJing llUts. 
'I'he ]ndian~ were earnest in cautioning them agaillst ~ Iccping 

in the grass, on account of adders. This fi rst day's journey dis· 
couraged four of the Buccaneers, and they re t limed to the ships. 
Slont's were found in the ri\'{~ r, which on being broken, shone 
with sparks of gold. These s tone~, they were told, were driven 
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down from the neighbouring 1H001lltains by torrenl..; during the 
rainy season -, 

The next mornlllg, at sunrise, they proceeded in thrir 
journey, labouring up a steep hill. which they surmounted 
about three in the afternoon; and at the (emt 011 the other 
sicie, thry rested un the hank of a river, which Captain Andreas 
told them ran into the South Sea, antI was the same by which 
the town of Santa Maria, w!ls situated. They marched after· 
wards about six miles farther, over another steep hill, where the 
path was so nan-ow that seldom more titan one man. could pass 
ut a time. At night, they took up their ludging by the side of 
the river, having marche~l this uay, aecordillg to their CUHlpU~ 
tatlun, eighteen miles .. 

. . ,Ih., The next day, April the 7th, the marcll was continued hy the 
1 "",IliaI' . I f h· h . I I h d JOUl"I!C')" river, t Ie course 0 W IC was so scrpentllle, t lat t ley a to 

cross it almost ,at en~ry half mile, sometime:; up to t.heir 
knees, somdimes to their middle, and running with a \'cry 
swift current. About noon they arrived at some large Indian 
houses, neat.ly built, the sides of wood of the cahhagc·tree, and 
t.he roofs of cane thatched over with palrnito leaves. The 
interior had di\' isions into rooms, but no upper story: and 
before each hOllse was a. large plantain walk. Conti.mling their 
journey, nt five in the afternoon. they came ton house helonging 
to a son of Captain Andreas, who wore a \\Tt"ath of go1d 
about his hearl, for which he was IlOnoured by the Buccaneers 
,.ith the title of King Golden Cap. 'They found their enter­
tainment at King Golden Cap's house so good, that they 

8th. rested there the whole of the following day. Bartholomew 
Sharp, who published a Journal of his cxpeditio\(, says here, 
• The in'h"bitants of Darien arc for the most part very hand­
, some, especially the temale sex, who aTe also exceeding 

" loving 
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, Jo\'ing and fi'ce to the embraces of sll'allgcrs:' This was 
calumny. Basil ltingrose, another Buccaneer, wllO~e Journal 
has been published, and who is 11)01'(' entitled to credit thaH 

Sharp, a.;; wtll be seen, :.;ays of the Darien women, ' llley 
, arc generally well featured, vcry ii'cc, airy, and brisk; yet 
, withal very modest: . J .ionl'i 'Vatt.T also, who lireu many 
)uonths among the ] ndians of tile !:sflufllf." spP;'lks highly of 
the modesty, kindness of disposition, aud illllocency, of the 
Darien women. 

On the 9th, after brcaldast, the.v pursued t.llcir journey, 
accompanied hy tile Dal'len Chiefs, and about 200 Jm.lians, 
who wert: armed with uQ\rs and lances. They descended 

• 
along the rirer, which they had to ,,.ade through iJetween 
fifty and sixty times, and t.hey came to a house : on ly here 
and there: At mo~l of these houses, the oW11tr, who imd heen 
Clpprised of the march of the Buccanecr>;, s~ood at the door, 
aLld as they passc(], gave t.o each mall a ripe plantain, or some 
!Sweet cassanI TOOt. ]f the Buccaneer desired more, he WU'i 

· cxpect(~d to purchase. SOllie of the lnliians, to count the 
number {Jf the Buccanecrs, for every man that went by 
drol}ped a grain of corn. That night tliCY lodged at three larg(~ 
houses, where they fOllnU clltcl'taiun!,='nt provided, and · ul~o 
canoes for them to l1escend the river, willch · hegun bere to 
be navigable. 

CIIAI'·9_ 

161\0. 

Apri l. 

J ourn{'y 
ow'r tlie 
Islilu.lIs. 

(llh. 

J'iltJrtl, 
n ay's 

JOUI"J](')" • 

. 

The next morning, as they wcre preparing to (kpnrt, two l(},II. 

of the Buccaneer COlllluandeJ's, .Jo111l Coxon and ] \' lcl' Harris, Fifdl i)i;'''S 

had 80me disagreement, nnd Coxon fired his IlJutike1: at 
Hurri5, who was ahout to fire in rctm'n, but otlicl' Buccaneers 
inlerposed, and etfeeted a reconciliation. ,seventy of the 
Buccaneers embarked ill fom:teen canoes, in each of which two 
Indians also went, who best knew how to lIIallage nnd guide 
them down dle stream: tbe resl P1'05ccutt'd their llll.tfch hy 

land. 

JOUrIIL"Y· 
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land. The'men in the canoes f(lUnd that mode of travelling 
quite as weadsome as marchin~, for at almost c\'cry furlong 
they were constrained to quit their boats to lanch them over 
rocks, or over trees that had Jullen athwart the river, and 
sometimes over llecks of land. 1\ t night, they-"stopped and 
made themselves huts on a green b~nk by the river's side. 
Here they !:iliot wihl·fowl. 

luh. The next day, the canoes continued t.o descend the river, 
Six", !Jay', h' I . k' d f" d' I Jourul'v. avmg t Ie same "]0 0 ' lInpc IInents to overcome as on tIe 

. preceding day; and at night, they lodged again Oil the green 
bank of the river. The land party had not kept up with them. 
Bartholomew Sharp say~, 'Our SUpPf..'.r rnterluinl11cnt was -a 
, 'very good sort of a wild heast called a lJ'Clrr~, wlJicit is much 
• like to our English hog, and altogether as good. Tliere are 
C st.ore of them in this part of the world_: 1 observed that 
, the navels of ~hcsc animal., grew upon their backs.' Wafer 
calls this species of the wild hog, l'ecQ1:fJ -. In the night a l'tmall 
tiger came, und afte r looking at the.m some time, went away. 
The Buccaneers did not fife at him, lest the noise of their 
muskets should gire alarm to the Spaniards at S'" It.faria. 

l~th_ 

Sc\'enth 
J):I\"s 

The next clay, the w,atcr party again elllbarkc<l, but uuder 
some anxiely <.Il beilJe(" so long without havinoO" any communi­

Jourricy. cation wilh the party marching by lalld. Ci:lptain Andreas 
perccj\·jng their uneasiness, sent a canoe back tip the river, 
which returned before sunset with some of the land pall t.y, 
and intelligence that the rest were near at hand. 

Tup-.day the 13th, early in the duy, the Buccaneers arrived 
at a b,-:'achy point of land, where another stream from the 
uplands j oined . the river. '1'hi~ place had sometimes been the 
rendezvous of the Daricu Indians, when they collected for 

attack 

• De lUxhfort dt'.~cribes this animal under tbe name Javllris. Ilid. NUl. du 
Itles Antilles, p. 138, edit,100S. It i. alMo'deacri.bed. by P"Ulant, in hi' Sgnapcu 
of QUtldr'lJIt~, Art. Mtxiccl1I Wild [log. 
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attock or defence against the Spaniaros j ";wd }H~rl! the whole 

party now made a halt, to rest themscbTs, and to dean allll 
prepare their arms. They also made paddles and uars to row 
with; for thus far down the ri\'er, the cauues had heen currieo 
by the stream, and guided with poles: but here the river was 
broad and deep . 
• On tlJC ·1 4th, the whole party, UUccillIccrs nncl Jlldians, 
making nearly 600 men, embarked in 6S canoes, which the 
Indians had provided. At midnight, they put to lanJ, within 
llalf a mile of the town of Sr • • Hm'iu. In the mornill!t at Hu~ .. ' 
brea.k of day, they heard muskets fired by the guard in the 
town, and a 'drum beating (f tl'avail/a"'.' The Buc<.:aueers put 

• 
themselves in motion, and by se\'en in· the mornillg callie to 
the open ground bcfi>re the ForI, when the Spaniards u{'gan 

firing lIpon them. The I,'ort wa~ formed simply with palisadocs, 
without brlc},:\vork, so tlialaftcr pultillg dO\rn ('\0 or tllrcc of tllc 

patisalioes, the Buccaneers entered without fartbe!' opposition, 
and without the loss of a man; ncrcrtheless, thl'Y actcd wilh 
so liulc moderation or mercy, that lwenty-six Spaniards were 
killed, and sixteen wounded. After the surrellder, the Indjatl~ 
took many of the Spaniard .. into the .adjoining woods, where 
they killed them with lances; and if they had not becu- dis­
co\"crcd in their amusement, and prevented, not a Spaniard 
would have been left alive. Jt is said in a Buccaneer iiCCOUllt, 

that they found here the eldest daughter of the King of Dariell , 
Captain Andreas, who had been forced from her father's house 
hy one of the garrison, and was with child by him; which 
greatly incensed. the father against the Spaniards. 

The 
• Ringrole. Bucw1il~t'rs tj" Amn·jca, Purt IV. p. 10. Tile- (·arly lII[Jrnin .~ cint "l 

has, in our tim e, bCf!1l ('sHell the lkceiller. Either lh.1t or (I tratlQillt'r 6Cl'lIIi 

applica1)Jc ; for according to BO./ft,., trtlt'fIilln' !i i gllif i ('~ to trollbll', ' ;r jl iHturb. a~ 
well as to wi)rk; and it i~ pMbal>le, from lhe ngc of till· aUlhurity l\bo\'t: ("ir~'d, 
that. the original term was a. tra~ailkT. 
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The Buccaneers were much disappointed in their expecta­
tions of Jllund~ r, Ji:u' , the Spaniards had by some means 
received notice of their iutcndctl visit in time to lend away 
almost all tlmt was of value. A 13uccanccr says, ' though \ve 
examined our prisoners severely, the whole that we could 
pitlagc, either ill the town or fort, amounted only to twenty 
pounds weight of gold, and a small quantity of silver; whereas: 
three uays sooner, we should have found three hundred pounds 
weight in gold in the Fort: 

JohnCmwn The majority of the Buccaneers were desirous to proceed in 
("ho~e.1 

CorumllJlUt'r. their canoes to the South Seat to seck compensation for th.cir 
disappointment at S'" "blaria. John Coxon and hi::: follO\r<~rs 

were for returning; on' which acconnt, and not li'OlIi an upinion 
of his capability, thos'c who w('rc fi.lr the SoutA &a, off(~red 

Coxon the post of Gcncl'al, provided he and hi:; men would 
join in t.heir seh,eme, which offer was accepted. 

It was then determined to descend with tw,..tream of the 
river to the Gulf de San IIIiguel, which is on the :east .ide of the 
BU!J '?f Puuama. The greater part of the Darien lndrans, how­
ever, st'paratcd from thellJ at 8''' A-faria, and returned to their 
homes. The D~rien Chief .Andreas, and his son Colden Cap, 
with some foJlowcrs, continued with the Buccaneers. 

Amoug the people of iJarien were remarked sume wliit<>, 
.' fairer than any pc-ople in Europe, who had hair like unto th~ . (,' 

, finest flax; and It w.as report.eel of them that they cou1d sec 
• farlher in the dark tlmn in the light": 

rrhc River of SI" Jt,laria is lIlt: largest of several rirers which 
fall iflto the Gulf de SII/I Miguel. Abreast where the town 
l\tood, it was reckoned lo be twice as broad as the River .Thames 
i. at LOfl(um. The rise and fall of the tide there was two 
fathoms and a half t. 

April 
• N"fOrative by Basil RillgNMt, p. 3. t Ringrole, p. II • . 
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April the 17th, the Buccaneers and their remaining allies ,c \I A,Po g., 

embarked from S'· Maria, in canoes and a small bark which 1680. 

was found at anchor befOre the towo. About thirty Spaniards AI><i111th. 

who had been made rri,oners, earnestly entreated that they 
should not be left behind to fall into the hands of the Indians . 
• We had much ado,' say lhe Buccaneers, • to find boats enough 
, fUT out!lelves: the Spaniards, however, found or made bark 
, logs, and it being for their lives, made shift to come along 
, with U&.' At ten that night it was low water, slId they 18th, 

stopped on account of the flood tide. The next morning they They orri •• 
d h . h ."he pursue t elf OOUt'le to t e lea. SouLh Se8. 

VOL. IV. o 



98 BUCCANEER EXPEDITION 

C HAP. X. 

Fi"t Bllcca.e ... Expedition in the South Sea. 

,eRA;' ]'J; ON ~he 19th of April, the liuccaneers, under tile command 
.680. ot John Coxon, entered the Ba.y qf Panama; and the 

Aprillgth. same day, at one of the lsJamls in the Bay, they captured a 
)11 the liay Spunish vesse l of so tons, on board of which 130 of the Buc­
of 1'0"""". . d· lid h lid b I· d cancers Imine late y pace t emse yes, g a to e re leve 

~'2d. 
l ~lnnd 

Che pill l>. 

Ii·om the cromped and prowded state they had enoured in the 
canoes. The next day another small bark was taken. The 
pursuit of t1Jcsc vessels, and seeking among the Islands for pro­
visions, had separated the Buccaneers; hut they had agreed to 
rendezvous at, the Island Chfpillo, ncar the entrance of the 
River CJtcapo. Sharp, however, and some otl~rs, 'ranting fresh 
",ater, went to the Pearl I,land,. The rest got to Chepillo "" 
the 2'ld, where they found good provision of plantains, fresh 
water, and hogs ; and at four o'clock that same afternoon, they 
Towed from tltc Islalld toward!! Panama. 

By this time, illtelligence of their heing in the Bay had 
reached the city. Eight vessels were lying in the road, three of 

, which the Spaniards hastily equipped, manning them with the 
crews of all the Ycssels, and the addition of men iTom the 
shore; the whole, according to the Buccaneer accounts, not 
exceedill,~ 2S0 men, and not more than one-third of them 
being Europeans; the rest were lllulattoes and negroes. 

23<1. 011 the 23d, before sunrise, the Buccaneers came in sight of 
Dnulf> wi!h lll(~ city; and as Roon as they were descried, the three armed 

8 S lIwli • • 

~1':!!Ij~h Spullish SlllpS got untler saIl, and stood towards them. 'fhe 
ArIlIKUlenl. conflict ,"as se\'ere, aud lasted the greater part of the day, wb~n 

it 
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;t terminated in the defeat of the Spaniards, two of their C lilt P. 10. , 
vessels being carried hy boarding, and· the third ohliged to 16110. 

save herself by Hight. The Spanish ComIllander fell, with mallY April. 

of his people. Of the liuccancers, 18 wC're killed, and above Hu(~~!lr~('trs 
30 wounded. Peter Harris, one of their Captains, was among \·idtJriuus. 

the wounded, and tlicd t~' o days after . 
. One Buccaneer account says, 'we were in all 68 men trlat 

, were cngagt'd ill the fight of that day.' Another Huccane~r 
relates, ' we had scnt away the Spani~h bark to seek fresh 

water, and had put on board her above olle hundred of our 
, best men; so that we had only canoes for this fight, nnd in 
, them 110t above 200 fighting men.' '(he Spanish ships fuught 
with great. hra"ery, hut were uvermatched, bc.ing manned ,,·jth 
motley and unfaught crews; whereas the IJuccancers had been 
in constant training lo t.h€! llse of their arms; and their being in 
canoc~ was no grc'at di~ad\'iHltagt>, as they liad a. smooth sea to 
fjvht in. The ,'alum of Hichard Sawkin~, who, after being Richard 

/"') Sawkim. 
three times T(,PU\SCri, SUfT(>cdcu in hoarding and capturing olle 

of tbe Spanish sllips. WOl!J principally instrumental in gaining 
the vietury to the nucC'ancers. It gained him also their con-
fidt'ncc, and the mOl"( ' fully as some 31lJOflg tla'lll were tllollght 
to have .shewn backwardness, of which number Jollll Coxon, 
their elected Commallder, appears t.o have been. The Darien 
Chiefs were in the ht'ut of the baltic. 

Immediately after the victory, the Buccaneers stood towards Tht: New 
h . I IIr t"ityof Panama, t en a new CIty, ane on a ( iucrent site from tile old, Pnn:;.na, 

being four miles 'V{'~ t\vard of the ruins of tile city burnt by four 11111('1 
\\ cst W eml 

}'f.organ. The oid city had yet some illhat)itants. '('he prescnt (,I' flie 

adv~ntu('ers~did not judge their strength sufficirnt for landing, 0111 City. 

and they contented thcJIl!'e1vc-"I with calJturill.!! tile vessels that I' TIl(' 
'-' ' 1'{·{·1tIU'('rl 

were at anchor ncar the small JsJands of Pel'icQ, in the road tilh· ~t." ... t·rul 
. h J'n~"S. before ~be. city. Oue of t e~e ,esscls was a ship namf'd the 

o I< Trinidad, 
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•• A P. 10. Trinidad, of 400 tons burthen, in good condition, a fa.t sailer, 
~ aud had on board a oargo principally consisting of wine, sugar, 

April. and sweetmeats; and moreover a cousiderahle sum of money. 
In the Bay The Spanish crew, before they left her, had both 8cuttled and ofP....... h II k' . . 

Pac...., 
th~ new 

City. 

set her on fire, but t e uccllneers too possessIOn 10 time to 
extinguish the /lames, and to stop the leak.. In the other 
prize.. they found /lour and a!llmunition; and two of theIR, 
beside. the Trinidad, they fitted up for cruising. Two prize 
vessels, a1><l a quantity of goods which were of no use to them, 
811 iron, .kin .. and soap, which the Spaniard. at Panama refused 
t<> ransom, they destroyed. Besides these, they captured among 
'be Islaud. some small ,esscls laden with poultry. Thus in Ie •• 
than a week after theit arrival acro .. the 1sth",u. to tbe coast 
of the South &0, they w"'. provided with a small IIeet, not in 
equipped; and witb which they now formed an actual and 
clole blockade. by sea, of PClSIlma, stationing themselves at 
anchor in front of the city. 

This new city was already cooaiderably larger than old 
Panama bad ever been, its extent being in length full a mile 
and a half, and in breadth above a mile. The churches (eight 
in number) were not yet finished . The cathedral church at the 
Old Town. was still in use, ' the beautiful building whereof," 
says Ringrose, ' maketh a fair show at a diitance, like unto the 
, church of St. Paul's at London. Round the city for the .pace 
, of seven leagues, more Qr less, all the adjacent country is 
, what they call in the Spanish language, Savant>, that i. 10 "y, 
, plain and level ground, a. smooth as; 11 sheet; only Ioere and 
, Ihere i. to be seen a small spol of woody land. And evory 
, wileI\', thi. I~vel ground i. fuJI of va.ada., where "';,hoIe droves 
• of cow. and oxen arc kept. But the ground whereon tbe 
, city otandeth, is damp and moist, and of bad repute n.r 
'laealw.. Tit/: sea is also very full of worma, much p •• jndicia! 
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