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I; UAP.14. left. them: 'The (jm'ctnor would not pay ransom for the town; 
. • . though he feu the Buccancers with hopes till the .ixth day, 1684· 
November. when tlJcy se t it on fire. 

P:)Yll1 At most of tbe towns on the c08sfof Per.u, dJe houseif are 
burnl. 

built with bricks made of earth and .traw kneaded together 
and dried in the SUll; many hou"es llRve no roof other thaD 
mats laid upon rafters, for it nc\'er rains, and they endeavour 
to fence only from the sun. From the want of moisture, great 
part of the country ncar the coast will not produce timher~ 
and most of the stone they have, ~ is so brittle that anyone 
may rub it into sand with their finger.' 

Payta had neither wopd nor water, except what was carried 
tTlithcr. The water was procured from a river 'about two 
leagues NN.E of the town, where was a small Indian village 

f'nrt of lh(' called Colan. Dampier says, 'this dry country commences' 
J)(~~::~~ln 'Northward about Cape Blallco (in about 4° S latitude) whence 
where .it 'it reaches to 1atitude jO° S, in which extent diey have no 

lIn"cr rams_ , raill that I could ever observe or hear of.' In the Southern 
part oftbis tract bowe"er (according to Wafer) they have great 
dews in the night, by whieh the vnlli .. are rendered fertile, and 
ure well furnished with '\lege tables. 

Eaton had been at l'ayfa, where he burnt a large ship in the 
road, but did not land. He put on shore there all · hi. · pri~ 
&oners; from which circumstance it was conjectured that ,he 
purposed to sail immediately for the Basi I"di,,; and ouch 
proved to ,be the lact. 

The ve...,1 commanded by HalTis, sailed .badly,and was 
thcl'eforc'luiti"d and burnt. 00 the 14th; the ·oth.,r J3Qccaoeer 

J.oho~ i1e Ycssc1s, under Davis, ancllored ncar the N:& end of Lobo, de 
Tierra. 

1'iel'rll, iu four fat.hbms dept·h . . They .•. took "he.e. renguiilt. 
Lobo, tic I. boohies. "nd seals. On the 19th,tlley ·wereiAt.·Lobru·de' I_Mar; 

Mnr. wL."!'e they fQUOU a leIter lefl .. by .• . ~ seot in search , of 
• Eaton, 
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Eaton, wbich gave information that he had entirely departed 
tram the American coast.- The bark bad sailed for the Island 
Plata. expecting to r~join the ships there. 
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CHAP.l" • . 

Ealon in his route to the East Indies stopped at Guaha", onc Eaton .ail. 
of the Ladro71t! 18lamu, where himself and his crew 'acted towards Eu~~rIJtl~i:cs. 

• • 
the native Islanders with the ut.most barbarity, which Cowley SlOp, II ! the 

I . b' f . Ladrollel!. re ates as a su ~ect 0 memment. 
On ·their first arrival at Guahan., Eaton sent a boat on !hore 

to procure refr.eshmcnts; but the natives kept at a distance, 
believing hi. ship to be 'one of the Manila galeons, and his 
people. Spaniards. Eaton', men served the",selves with cocoa
outs, bnt finding difficulty in climbing, th.cy cut the trees down 
to get at the Iruit. The next time their boat went to the shore, 
the Islanders attacked her, but were easily repulsed, and a 
number of them killed. By this time the Spanish Governor 
was arrived at the part of the Island near which the ship had 
anchored, and ·sent a letter addressed to her Commander, 
\VritteD in four different languages, to wit, in Spanish, French, 
Dutch, and Latin, to demand of "hat country she was, and 
whence she carne. Cowley .ays, • Our Captain, thinking the 
• French· would be welcomer tban tbe Rnglish; returned 
, answer·.we· were French, fitted out by private merchants to 
• make fuller dilcovery of the world; .Tbe Governor anthis, 
• invhed ·tbe C.ptain to .the sbore, and'at their first conference, 
L the Captain· told him that the indians had fallen upon his men, 
• and· that we bad killed lome · of tbem. ·He·wished we had 
• killed tbem all, ·aod told· us of their rebellion, that they had 
• kiIlf'd eigbt:F.tbers, of lixteen. which were in a convent. -lie 
• pve uI .. I ... ve to· kill and· take whalif:ver we Could find ·on one 
• ·Ulfof the 1.1 .. 04 where the rebelt·li.ed. We t!jen mlldewus 
• witb tl.est";nfidels, and went on abore every day, fetcbing pro-
• ·v;';oa .. and firing upon tbem, wberever we aaw ·them; ·lOtbat 

V9,{., lV, . : ¥ I . the 
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.~ ..... ~. ' the greate.t pert ·of riocm left tbe I.lImu. '{'la, Indian, ',ent 
lm'4. 'two of their captain! to 8S to treat of peace, but we would 

C not treat with them· :_t The whule ~and is ,a garden. 
• The Govern"" .... s the ""me ""'n "'ho detained Sir John 
• N.rbrough·s Liel>tenatlt at B.ldi";~. Our Captain supplied 
• him Ivith four banoel. of gunpowder, andaTm,: 

Josef de Quiroga was at thi. time (;Qvemor at Omit ..... 
who all........,.d. ('.anquered and 'Orrpoopled all the Northern 
Man'" <1f the Ladron... Eaton'. crew lOok ,ome of the 
Islanders pri"'mcrs: three of them jumped orerboard to en
deaVOUT to eoc.pe. It wa. easy (0 retake them. a, they had 
been bound with tbpft' hand, behind them; but Ealon's men 
pursued them with (be determined purpo.e to kill (b"",. 
which they did in mere """,ton ness of sport t . At aoother 
time, when they had so f.rcome to an accommodation ",·illt · 
the llilanders 8' to admit of their approach. the ship's bout 
being -on .hore tishing .... ith the .~me. some "atiYesin ,"""""" 
near her ''''''''' .n'pected of io(en4iag mioohief. Cowley ,re!a.Ieti. 
• OIl. people tlmt were in the boat let go it> amongst the 
• thiekest of them. and killed .. great many of:their number: It 
.. J'O"'ible tbat thus much might bave been necessary for 
.... fety; but Cowley proceeds •• the others. seeing theirmates 
e fall, raft -away. OUf other men which were on 'shore, meeting 
, them, Mluted them also by 'milking hoi.,. in their trid ... : 

From the Lad_ .. Eaton ,ailed to the Nord. of ~,ltl1d 

""", .. ,Ii through among the bland. which _"',after ....... '9.,ed 
by Dampier the &tIt.e I ..... rh. 'llte <tCc"'"tltgiten by eo.riey 
is &, follows: 'There being half a peiftt EilIIt "aria~bn. till we 
• came to ,Iatituoo~o' ':10' N. whete IOe rell in witba pareelof 
• Island. lying 'to ttlc N orthwatd of r.....ma. On the zsd<lay 

, of 

., Ma'lIIl(;ript JtItlr:na/ in the SIOlJlIe ColleiiioN. 
t See Cowlti' Yoy." P.34. AI.o, V'01.1I1. of South Sta DilCOveNtl, f. 305. 
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, of April, we sailed through between the second and third c" A P. '4. 
, . 

, of the Northernmost of then,. We met with a very strong ,6R4. 

, current, like the Race of Po,tlMId. At the third of the 
• No{tthernmost lilands, we sent our boat on shore, where they 
,. found abundance of nutmeg. growing, but no people. They 
, observed abundance of rocks and foul ground near the abore, 
, and saw m;"'y goats upon the Island: 

Cawley conclude. the oarrative of hi. voyage with saying 
that he arrived home safe to Engimld through the infinite 
mercy of GOO. 

Nutmeg 
hland • 

North of 
Lltconiu. 

To return to F.dward Davffl: At Lebo. tie I. MaT, the MO"'luito Con" of 

Indians struck as much turtle afi se.rv-ed.a.ll the crews. Shortly ~~:~; 
arret, Davis made an attempt to surprise GUlJyaqwl, which attempts 

miscarried through the cowardice of Ofle of his men, and the Guuyuquil. 

coldne .. of Swan to the enterprise. III the Boy q/" G-uayaquil 
they captured four ves .. ls; one of them laden with woollen 
cloth of Quito manufacture; the other three were ships coming 81m 8hr 

out of the River of G-ua!f'tl9mi with cargoes of Negroes. captu" . 
The number of Negroes in the.e veooels was a thousand, from 

among which Davis and Swan eho.e each about fifteen, and 
let the veaselo go. Dampier entertained on this occasion dif
&rent Vi~W5- from hit companions. 'Never: says h~, ' was put 
, into the handa of men a greater opportunity to enrich them
' .. Iv.... We had 1'(100 Negroeo. all IUlty young men and 
, women, and '"' had lIOO toilS of /lour stored up at the 
, GolspallOf I...... Witb th_ Negroes we might boL.e gone 
, and settled at Santa Maria on tbe Ilth.us 'If Da~N, &lid 
, have employed the ... iB getting gold out of tbe mines tbere. 
, All the lndi ..... living in that neighbourbood were morb&! 
• _ieo to the SpaJriard., were /luBbed by .ucce .... against 
, them, and for several yean had been the fast friend. of the 
'privllteeJ1. Add to whicb. ~ should have had the Nortlt 

l'~ 'Sea 
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, Sea open to us, and in a short time should have receive(1 
• assistance from all parts of the West rndies. Many thousands 
• of Buccanec", from Jamaica and the Fr~nch Island. would 
• have flocked to us; and we should have been an overmatch 
• for all the force the Spaniards could have brought ' out of 
, Peru against us: 

The proposal to employ slaves in the mines leaves no cause 
to regret' that Dampier'. plan was not adopted; but that was 
probably not an objection with his companions. They natu
rally shrunk from an attempt which in the execution would 
have required a regularity and order to which they were unac
customed, and not at . aU affcc'ted. 

The flarbour of GIlayaquil is the best formed port in r ...... 
In the river, three or four miles short of the town, stands a low 
Island about a mile ' long, on either side of which is a fair 
channel to pass up or down. The Western Channel is Ihe 
widest: the other i. as deep. • From the upper part of the 
, Island·to the town is about a league, and it -is near as 'much 

from one sidc of the river to the other. In that spacious place 
• .hips of the greatest burtben may ride afloat; but the best 
• place 'for .hips is near tbat part of the land on which the 
• 'town 'stands. The country here is subject to great-rains and 
• thick fogs, which render it ,very unwholesome and sickly. in 
• the vallies especil\lIy; Guayaquil bowever.iS Dot so unbealthy' 
• as Quit. and other towns inland; but . the 'Nortbern ' part of 
• Peru 'pays for the dry weather which they have about Lima 
, and to the Southward: 

• ~bips bound into the, river of Guayaquil pass on the Soulh 
• side of the Island Santa Clara to .. void sboals which: are all' 
• the North side; wl!ereon fonnerly ' sbips ' have been wrecked;' 
• A rich "reck lay on the North side of Santa Clara not far frOm 
~ the island, and some plate ,whiFh:watl in her was taken up: 

C more 



IN THE SOUTH SEA:. 

i more might have been saved but for the cat-fish which swami 
, 'hereaboll t5. 

• The Cat-fish is much like a whiting; but the head is /latter 
• and bigger. It bas a wide mouth, and certain small strings 
• pointing out on each ·side of it like cats' whiskers. It hath 
, three fins; 'otJC on the back~ and orie on "either side. Each of 
, these .fins hath a sharp bone which is vcry vene'mous if it 
, strikes into a man's flesh. Some of the Indians that adven
t tured to search this wreck Jost their lives, and others the use 
• of their limbs; by these fins. Some of the cat-fish weigh seven 
, or eight pounos; and in some places there arc cat-fish which 
, Rrc none of them bigger than a man'j ~humb; but their fins 

are all alike venemous. They are lUost generally at the 
C mouths of rivers (in the hot latitudes) or where there is much 
'. mud and, HQZe. The bones in their bodies are not venemous, 
, and we never perceived any bad effect in eating "the fish, 
, which is \·ery sweet and whole!llome meat-: 

'l'he 13th, Davis and Swan witt, their prizes sailed from the 
Bay. of Guayaquillo the Island Plata, and found there the bark 
which had been in quest of Eaton's ship. 
· From Plata, . they . sailed Northward towards the Bay if 
Panama, landing at the villages along the coast to seek provi
.ions. They were ill provided wilh boats, which exposed them 
to danger in making descents, by their not being able to land 
or hring ·ofl' inany men at . one time; and tbey judged that the 
best places for getting their wants in this respect supplied would 
be ·in rivers of the Continent, in which tbe Spaniards had no 
settlement, ., wbere from the native inhabitants they might 
obtain ·canoes by·tratlic or purchase, if oot otherwise. Dampier 
remark. tbat· there were many BUch uofrequented rivers in the 
C.;>ntioent to the Northward of the Lk d. Ia PlaIa; and that 

from 
• Dt#JIpino, Vol. I, Cbap. <3. 
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c., •. ,~. from the Equinoctial '" the Gu!f de San M~u" in Ihe Boy of 
1684. Panama, which is above eight degree~ of latitude, the coast was 

December. not inhahi~d by the Spaniords, nor were the Indian. ",ho lived 
Coast of there in any manner under their subjection, except at- ODe part 
P,,,.. nea< the Island Gal"' • • where on the banks of a. Gold River 

, or CWo, ",me Spaniards had ""ttled to find gold: 
The Land The l&IId by the .ea""o""t to the North of C"I" San Frmocirco 
Norlhwa~~1 is )ow and e:xitremely woody' the trees are ef extraordinary 
of Cope San ' 
Frall(:iseo. height and bigness; and in this part of the toast are Jorge and 

The CottOQ navigable riven. The white cotton .. tree, which bears a yery 
T(.' '''',,', lind fine!Ort of cotton, called silk cotton, is the largest tree in these 

AI. IRge 

TRC. woods; and the cabbage-tree i. lhe tall.,.t. Dampier has 

Ri '"cr of 
St. Juso. 

given full descriptions of both. He measured a cabbage-tree 
120 feet in 1ength, and some were longer. ,It has no limbs nor 
• bough. except at the head, where there are branches some
, thing bigger than a man's arm. The cabbage-truit shoots out 
, in the midst of these branche!i, invested or folded in leaves, 
• and i. as big as tho small of a man', leg, and a foot long. It 
, is white as milk, and sweet as a nut jf eaten raw, and is very 
' " sweet and wholesome if hoiled: 

The Buccaneers entered a river with their boats, in or near 
latitude g' N, which Dampier, from some Spanish pilot-book, 
call. the River of St. Jogo. It was navigable some leagu"" 
within Ihe entrance, and seems to be the river marlced with the 
name Patia in the late Spani,h charts, a name wbicb h ... allu
sion to spreading branches. 

Davis'" men went six leagues up the river without seeing 
habitation or people. They then came in sight of two small 
huts, the inhabitants of which hurried inoo canoes with their 
household-stuff, and paddled upward. against the stream faster 
than they could be pursued. More hous .. were seen higher up ; 
but tbe streaw ran here >0 swift, t,hat the Buccaneers would not 

be 
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be at the labour of proceoou:lg. They found in the tw.o clcserll'd (' \I 0\ I'. 14. 
~ 

.h",ts, a. Jmg, some fow.Js and pla'Gtaius, whidl taey ,ul'Csse<i 011 1684_ 
tlJe spot, -and after their meal returned tothe shit-p>s, which -wore lkt.'I..'lMhcr. 
u •• L l-' _J G-'l CO", [ uf 

,cw, ('uC lI'tQ.l'HlI' UI( 6. Pt'ru. 

, Tofte Ielrtnd Gallo is clothed w·~th timber, aoo here was a 1 ~la lld 

, .pringof go<>d water at" the NE end, with gooo .landing ill .n (;"Hu. 

, smull sandy bay, and socure ~iding in ~ix "Or sevoo tatorun6 
, deptl.-: 

They entered with their boats anGtitcl' large r~v~l', caUud the nin-r 

TOnlQC6, the entrance <r>f which is eut three loaguc!I fr6tu .the Tomanl, 

lsltmd C;all •. Tb.is riv.er wa.s shool ·l\l llhemouth, "nd. nH.vigu.Llc 
for small vesoel. Vtlly. A little within, was a village called 
TMtUCf, lome of the inhabitants of which they took ,pritloncrs, 
and carrred off a dozen ja~ of good w~ne. 

On the 16t of January, they took a p"oket-I>oot b<.und .for ,,;R.s. 
liNla, which the President of PatlQ1f'tft had Uts~tl.Lcbed to hattten .Ianuary. 

Ihe tioiliRg of the l.llate F'leet rrolU Calkto; the treasu·rc Mcnt 

lram l'.rrt aud Chili to Old Spain being ".ually nnt collected 
at I)an«wta. and tbCUl .. -e transported on mules to P9f'tobe/lo. 
The Buccaneers judged that the Pearl .rslands in the lJa.v of 
I'un_ would be the best slaliun tbey could occul'Y for intet'- · 
eepting ships from Lima. 

On the 7th, they ·left Gailo, aud pursued their course North
.ward . An example occurs here of llucca ... order and ·disci
pline. 'We weighed: laYs Dampier, 'before day, and ·all got 
, out of the road e>ccept Captain Swan'. tender, wbich ne_er 
• budged; for tl", men were all asleep when we went <JUt, and 
• the ude of a .... d coming on befure they awoke, we were tWeed 
• In stay for them till the following tide: 

On the Ith, they took a vessel laden with 6our. Tae next 1.1" .. 1 
dayu.y . ....,bored on the West side df the I.1und GorgOM, in Go,go" • . 

38 fathoms 
• Dampier. 
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~ . S8 fathoms depth clear ground, a qunrtel' of a mile from the 
,685. 'shore. Gorgono was uninhabited; and like Gallo covered witll 

. January. trees. It is pretty high, and remarkable by two ~addlc8, or 
risings and failings on the top. It is about two league. long, 
one broad, and is four leagues distant from the mainland. It 
was well watered at this time with small brooks issuing from 
'the high land. At its West end i. · another small ·hland. The 
tide rises and falls seven or eight feet; and at low water sbell
fish, as periwinkles, muscles, and oysters, may be" taken. 'At 
Gorgmo. were small black monkeys. 'When the tide was out, 
, the monkeys would come down to the sea-sbore for shell
'fish. Their way was to take up an oyster and lay it upon a 

Pearl 
Oy.stcu. 

, stone, and with another stone to keep beating of it till they 
, broke the sbell -.' The pearl oy,ter was here in great plenty : 
they are fiatter than other oysters, ·are slimy, and taste col'-
perish if eaten raw, but were thought good when boiled. The 
Indians and Spaniards hang the meat of them on strings to 
dry. 'The pearl is found attbe head of the oyster, between 
, the meat · and the sbell. Some have 20 or 3Q .mall seed
, pearl,"some none at all, and some onc or two pretty large 
'pearls. The inside of the shell i. more glorious than the 
, pearl itself t: 
. . They put some · of their prisoners on shore at Gorgana, and 
sailed theaoe on tbe 13th, being six sail ill company; that io to 

Bay of ·.ay, Dav;"s ship, Swan'. ship, three tenders, and their last priu. 
Panama. ·The 210t, they arrived in the Bay of Panama, andanehored at 

Galera Isle. a amalilow ,'II.od barren Island named Galera. 
On the !15th, they went from Galera to one of tbe Southern 

Pearl bland., where they lay the ships .aground to clean, the 
rise and filii of tbe ..,.. at the spring tides being ten .feet per
pendicular. The small barks were kept out cruising, and on 

the 
t Dampin', Vol. I, Cbap.1. 

• 
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the 31st, they brought in a vesseJ bound for Pauamn from 
Laveli., a tOlvn on the West side o( the Bay, ladell with 
ID(\ian corn, salt beef, and fowls. 

Notwithstanding it had been long reported that a fleet was 
fitting out in Peru to clear the South Sen of pirates, the small 
force unuer Davis, Swan, and Harris, amounting to little more 
than 250 men, remained several weeks ill uninterrupted pos
session of the Bag of Pauama, blocking up access to the city by 
sea, supplying themselves with provisions from the Islands) and 
plundering whatsoever came in their way. 

The Peat'l IsUJ.llds are woody, and tblj soil rich. They arc cul
tivated with plantations of rice, plantains, and bananas, tor the 

• support of the City of Pallama. Dampier says, • Why they 
, are caBed the Pearllliancls I cannot imagine, for I did ne\'er 
, see one pearl oyster about them, but of other oysters many. 
e It is very pleasant sailing here, having the maiuland 011 one 
, siue, whieh appears in divers forms, bea.utified with smail hills 
• clothed with woods always green and flourishing; and on the 
, otl~el' side, the Pearl Islands, which also make a lovely pros
• pect as you sail by them: 

The Buccaneers went daily in their canoes among tbe dif· 
ferent Islands, to fish, fow], or hunt for guanoes. One man 
so employed and stJ1\ggling ,from his party, was surprised by 
the Spaniard!, and' carried ,to PallQma. 

In the , midljl,e of February, Davis, who appears to have 
alwll15 directed their movements as tbe , chief in command, 
W~Dt with , his ships ,and anchored near the City of Pallama. 
l1e,,'legocjaleil ,with the Governor anexchange of prisoners, and 
r),L ' . ~, . 
• . as glad by Jhe release of forty Spaniards , to obtain the deli-

';, ?' -' .... ' . ' " '.' . 

~.pc~ of t~? , Buccaneers; one of them the straggler just 
- rri~t~Qqc~,; .\lle other, one pf H~~~'8 men. 

l;bdrt ' iiine after thi. exchange, as tbe Buccaneer sbips 

.v?~. IV. Z were 

t69 
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C HAP. l~. were at anc110r ncar the Island l'aboga , which is about four 
• 

, 685, leagues to the South oLPanama, they were visited by a Spaniard 
March. in a canoe, who pretended he was a merchant and wanted to 
Bay "I' traffic with tbem plivately. He proposed to come otrto Lhe .hips 

PanlUUa. 
io the night with a small vessel Jaden with such goods as the 
Buccaneers desired to purchase. Thi's was agreed to, and he 
came with his vessel when it was da.rk ; but instead. of a cargo 
of goods, she was fitted up 8 S a fil'c~s hip with combustibles. 
The Buccaneers had suspected his intention and were on their 
guard ~ but to ward off the mischict~ were obliged to cut from 
their anchors ano set sail. 

In the morning they r,rturned to their anchorage, which they 
had scarcely regained when a fresh cause of alarm occurred. 
Dampier relates, 4 We were striving (0 recover the anchors we 
, had parted from, but the buoy-ropes, being rotten, broke, 
, and whilst we were puzzling about our anchors, we saw a 
, great many canoes full of men pass between tbe Island 
( Taboga and another Island, which at first put us into a new 

Arri\'al of c consternation. We lay still some time, till we saw they made 
L(~~~I of ' directly towards us; upon which we weighed and stood 

UUl'cnnc(' rs ' towards t.hem. 'Vhen we came within hail, we found that they 
,:~~;l;~~i~5. ' were English and French privateers just come from the North 

Grogniet 
aml 

L'Escuycr. 

• Sea over the Is/11m'" of Dari.". We presently came to an 
, anchor again, and all the canoes came on board.' 

This new arril'al of 13uccaneers to the Sout" Sea consisted of 
jon Frenchmen and 80 Englishmen, commanded by two French
men named Grogniet and L'Escuyer, Grogniet had a com
mission to war on the Spaniards from a ~'rench Welt-India 
Govr.rnor. The Englishmen of this party ·upon joining Davi., 
were received into the ships of their countrymen, and the 
largest of the prize vessel., wbichwa. a ship named the 
San Rosario, was given -to the Frenchmen. 

From 
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From these new confederates it walJ learnt~ that another 
party, consisting of 180 lluccaneers" commanded by an 
Englishman named Townley, had crossed the Isthmus, and. 
were building canoes in the Culf de Sa" Miguel; on which 
int.elligence, it was determineo to sail to that Gulf, that the 
whole buccuneer force in this sea might be joined. Urogniet in 
return for the ship given to the ]·'rench Buccaneers, offered to 
Davis and Swan new commissions from the Governor of Petit 
Goave, hy ,,,,·hom he had been furnished with spare commissions 
with blanks, to be fill ed up ::HId dispo!:lcd of at his own dil:lcre· 
lion. Davi8 accepted Grogniet's present, ' having before only 
, an old commission which hud belonged to Captaiu Tristiu.n, 
, and which, being found in 'I'ristian's' ship when she was car-
, Tied 06' by Cook, had ucvoh'ed as an inheritance to Davi~: 
The commissions which, by whatever means, the 1Juccalleen 
procured, were not much protection ill the event. of their 
falling into the hands of the Spaniards, unless the nation of 
which the Buccancel' was a lIative happened to be then at 
war with Spain. Instances were not uncommon in the " '-cst 
Imlies of the Spaniards hanging up their buccaneer prisoners 
with their commissions about tht.!11' ,leeks. nnt the commi&
"ions were allowed to be valid in the ports of other powers. 
Swan howe\'er refused the one offered him, and rested lli~ 

justification 011 the orders he had received fi'OIII the Duke of 
York; in which he was directed, neither to give offence to the 
Spaniards, nor to submit to receive affront from them: they had 
done him injury in killing his men at Baldivia, and he beld his 
orders to be a lawful commission to do himself right. 

On the 3d of March, a. they approached the Gulf de 
San Miguel to meet the Buccaneers. under Townley, they 
were again surprised by seeing two ships standing towal'ds 
them. These proved to be Townley and hi. men, in two prizes 

• z ~ they 

171 

16NS· 
l 'cbruary. 

Bay uf 
I l WllW1u, 

March, 

Townley 
and Ilia 
Crew. 



17~ BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA 

~. they had lltready taken, olle Jaden with flour, the other with 
1685, wine, brandy, and sug\lr ; both designed tor Panama. The wille 

March. came from Pisco, 'which place is famous for wiot~, and was 
~~~u~~. 'contained in jars of seven or eight gallons eacll. Ships which 

Pisco Jade at Pisco stow the jars one tier on the top of another,. so 
Wine. 'artificially that we could hardly do the like without breaking 

them: yet they otten cany in this manner 1500 or !!wQO, 01' 
more, in a ship, and seldom break one: 
. On this junction of the Buccaneers, they went altogether to 

the Pearl II/ullds to make arrangements, and to fit their prize 
,'csscls a5 well 3S circumstances would admit, for their new 
occupation. Among the preparations necessary to their equip~ 

• 
ment, it was not tlu:: last which occurred, that the jars from 
Pi.Yeo were wanted to ('ontain thp,ir sea stock of th~sh \\'atcr j for 
wlJi('b service they were in a short time rendered competent. 

The \ otb, they took a small bark in ballast, from Guayaquil. 
On the 1 ~th, some Indians in a canoe came out of the Ri\'cr 
Santa .Alm'ia, purposely to ini'lfm them that a large body of 
English and Jt'rcnch Hut::canecrs were then 011 their march over 
the Isthmus from the · Nortlt S,a. This was not ull; for on the 
15th, one of the small harks which were kept out cruising, ·fell in 
with a vessel ill which were six Englishmen, who were part of 
a crew of Buccaneers that had been six months in the South 
Sea, under the command of a "Villiam ]{.night. These six. men 
J]ad hcen sent in a canoe in chase of a vessel~ which they 
callie up with and took; but they had chased out 'of sight 
of t.hcir own ship, and could not aft.er"ards find her. ' Davis 
gnvc the command of this vessel to Harris, who took possession 
of \l{'r with a rrc\v of his own fullowers, .and he was !lent to the 
Ri\"{~r &1111(1 Maria to look fur the buccaneers, of whose coming 
the Indians had given information. 

This was the Jalter part of the drY' season in the Bay of 
j>anama. 
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Panama. Hitherto fresh water had been found il1 plenty at e ll A P. 14_ 

the Pearl l.~lmlds; but the springs aQd rivulets were !lOW '-~ 
dried up. The Buccaneers examined within l)ui"t Garachtllll. Mnrch. 

but found no fresh water. They searched along tbe coast Bny of 
l'lItlalllll. 

Southward, and on the :l5th, at a narrow opening in the main-
land with two small rocky Island!; before it, ahout seven Icaguc~ 
distant from·Poillt GUl'af :hillu. which Dampiel' supposed to be 
P01't de Piuus, they found a stream of goud walel' which ran 
into the sea; but the harbour was opell to the S\V, and a swell 
set in, which rendered watering there difficult and hazard OilS : 

the fleet (HI!" they wcre nine sail in company) tiJerefore .hloU 

for the Island Tabo!.fa, 'where,' say!j Dampier, 'we were sure 
• to find u supply: 

Port 1M! 
J)ilJll~ 

~5lh. 

'1'11 hoga 
!sIc . 

Their . boats heing sent before the ships, cam€' unexpectedly April. 

upon some of the inlHlbitants of PU"iiama who were loading a 
canoe , .... itll plantains, nnd took them prisoll cr~. One anlOng 

these, a l\lulatto, bad the impruden ce to say he was in the fire· 
ship which hUll bet·u !>cnt in the night to burn the Buccaneer 
ships; upon which, the Buccaneers immediately hanged him. 

Tlu:y had chocolate, but no sugar; alld all the kettles thcy 
possl~ssed, constantly kept boiling, w~rc 1I0t sufficient to dress 
victuals for so many m~n. Whilst the sllips lay at 'l'ahogll, a · 
det.achment was scnt to a sugar.work on the mainland , from 
which they returned with sugar and three coppers. 

On the 11th of April, they went frolll 'l'abogo to the Pearl More 
• • •• llUCCll n('CTI 

Illandl, and were there .Jomed by the Fltbustlcrs and Bucca- arrive. 

neers of whose coming they had been last apprised, consisting 
of 264 m('n, commanded by Frenchmen !lamed RU!je, Lc 
Picard. and Des-marais. Le Pkard was a ,,'eteran who h~d 
served under Loionois and Morgan. In this party came 
Ra,'cneau de Lussan, whose Journal is SHiel to he t.he only one 
kept by Bny of the French who were in this expedition. 

Lussan's 
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Lussan's' Narrative is wrilte,n with much mi.splaced gaiety, 
which comes early into notice, and shews him to have been, 
even whil!:lt 'young and un practised in the occopation of f\ Buc· 
canf'er, of a disposition delighting in cruelty. In the ac('.ount 
of his journey m·erland from Lhe West Indifl, he relates 
in.lances which he witnessed of thll great dexterity of the 
monkeys which inhabited the forest!, and among others the 
following: 'Je tit! puis me souvenir sans rire de l'action queji; 'Vis 
, faire a un de ees animaux, aUfJucl apres avoit, tire plusieurs COUpR 

de fusil qui lui emportoie11t 'UfLC partie du ventre, en sorte que 
, touies BeS fripes SOl'tOiCl1t ; Je Ie vis se fcuir d'une de sea pates, ou 

mains si 1'011 11CUt, a une b,'Qnche d'al'iJre, tandis que de (autre it , 
, ramassoit ,w:s illtcslills'gu';1 ~c "(fou-roil dans ce qui lui restoil de 

1)elllre .. : 
Ambro .. Cowley and Ravenenu de Lu.san are well matched 

for comparison, alike not only in their dispositions, but jn 
their conceptions, which made them imagine the recital of 
sucb actions would be read with delight. 

'rhe Buccaneers in the Ba.1J ofPanuma were now nearly a thou
sand strong, nnd they held a consultation whether or not they 
should attack the city. 'They had just before leamt from an 
intercepted packet that Ihe Lima l'Icet was at ,ea, richly' charged 
\Vith treasure; and thut it was composed of all the naval force 
the Spaniards in Peru had been ahle 10 collect: it was therefore 
agreed not to attempL the city at the pre.ent, but to wait 
patiently tbe arrival of the Spanish lIeet, and give it battl". 
'The only enterprise Lhey undertook on the main-hind in the 

Chepo. mean time, wall against the town of' ChepOt where they found 
neither opposition nor plunder. . 

The ,mall I,land eMpiilo near the moutb of the river. whieb 
leads to Chepo, Dampier reckoned tbe moot pleallllnt of all tbe 

Island • 
• JouNwl du Voyugt. au Mer du Sud:par &11. de Lman, P.25. 
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I.land. in the Bay of Pallama. • It is low 011 the North side, 
• and rises by a small ascent toward. the. South side. The soil 
• is yellow. a kind of clay. The low land is planted with all 
, sorts of delicate fruits: The 1s1ands in the Bay being occu
pied by the Buccaneers, caused great scarcity of provision 
and distress at Pallam-a, much of the consumption jn that city 
having u8ual1y been .u pplied from the lolands, which on that 
account and for their pleasantness were ca.lled the Garden~ 
of Panama . 

In this situation things remained till near the end of May, 
the Buccaneers in daily expectation of seeing: the fleet from 
Lima, of which it is DOW time to speak. 
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C HAP. XV. 

Edward Davis Commander. Meeti7lg ~f the Spanish and Bucca
neer Fleets in the nay of Panama. They "parate without 
fighting. The Bllccaneers .ail to the Island Quibe>. The Engli.h 
alld Prench .epOl·ate. &pedition against the City q( Leon. 
That City and Hia Lexa burnt. Farther dupe'!ion of the 
Buccaneers . 

• CRAP. , ~. THE Viceroy of P"",judged the Fleet he had collected, to 

1085. be strong eJlough ' to encounter the Buccaneers, and did 
MaJ. nol fear to trust the treasure to its prot.cction; but he gave 

nllyof directions to the Commander of the :Fleet to endeavour to 

V<.Illlinia. a\'oid a meeting with them until after the lrea.'mre should be 
safely landed. In pursuance of this plan, the Spanish Admiral, 
as he drew ncar the Boy of Panama, k~pt more Westward than 
the usual course, and fell in with the coast of Veragua to the" 

'fhe West of the PUllta Milia . Afterwards, he entered the Bay with 
Lima FJt>et Ilis Beet keel)ing dose to the West shore; and to placc the 

arriVCb at 
Panatua. treasurc out of <.Janger as soon as possible, he lanued it at 

Laf,e/ia, thinking it most probable his tleet would be descried 
by the eneTlIY hefore ,he could reach Panama, which must have 
happened if lhe weather had not been thick, or if the Bucea
neers had kept " sharper look-out by stationing tenden aeross 
the eutrunce of the Bay. In consequence ofthi. being neglecl~d, 
the Spanish lIeet arrived and anchored before the !i!fY ·· of 
Pallama without having been perceived by them,and;jj,.me-

-j;;. , 

diatcly on their arrival, the crews of the ships were reinfoic~d 
will. a number of European seal\len who had purposely been 
sent over land from Port. Belk>. Thus strengthened, and 'th~ . .. .. ~ 

t.feaJllre 



IN 'rnE SOUTH SEA:. 

treasure being placed out of danger, the Spanish Admiral took 
up his anchor., and .tood from the road before Panama towards 
tbe middle of the Bay, in que.t of the Buccaneers. 

May the 28th, the morning was rainy: the Buccaneer fleet 
was lying at anchor neflr the Island Pacheca, the Northernmo.t 
of tbe Pearl blands. " Af eleven o·c1ock in the forenoon, the 
weather cleared up, when the Spanish fleet appeared in sight 
about three leagues distant from them to the WNW. The wind 
was light from tbe Southward, and they were standing sharp 
trimmed towards the Buccaneers. 

177 

(: IIAP.15· , , 
1685. 
Mil)'. 

Bay of 
Panama. 

28th. 

Lussan dates tbis their meeting with the Spani.h Fleet, to be Mcetiog of 

00 June the 7th. Ten days alteration ,of the style had taken ~~:~ 
place in France three years bcfore, and· no alteration of style 
had yet been adopted in England. 

The Buccaneer Beet was composed of ten sail of vessels, of Force of 

diifel'ent sizes, manned with 960 men, almost all Europeans; Buc::eeu. 
but, excepting the Batchelor's Delight and the Cygnet, none of 
their vessels had can nOD. Edward Davis was regarded as the 
Admiral. Hi. ship mounted 36 guns, and had a crew of 156 

men, moot of them English; but as he was furnished with a 
}'rench"Colllmissioo, and France was still at war with Spa;", he 
carried aloft a'white flag, in which was painted a hand and sword. 
Swan's ship had 16 guns, with a crew of 140 men, all Engii.h, 
and carried a Saint George's flag at her main-topmast head. 
The rest of their fleet was well provided with small-arms, and 
the crews were dexterous in the use of them. Grogniet'. ship 
"81" the most powerful,except" in .. cannon, her crew consisting 
or '11f! meo. " " 

"Tii,Spanish fleet numbered fourteen sail, six of which were Fo'" ofth. 
Spani&h ptoVided with cannon; six others with musketry only, IUId F1eeL 

qr~";eie6tled ,up a. fire-.hips. The buccaneer accounts say the 
lpao .... :adllliral bad "48 gun' "mounted, and 150 men; the Vice-

'~iJ..;'iV. A A Admiral 
, .' .. '.:',; .. . 
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eR.p. 15; Admiral 40 guns, and men in proportion; tIle Re8T·Admiral 
1615. ~6 guns, one of the other ships ~4, one 18, and one 8 guns; 
M"y. and that the number of men in their fleet was above 2500; 

Jbyof but more t.han one half of them Indians or slave!. 
Pallama. 

When the two fleets first had sight of each other, GrogBiet" 
ship lay at anchor a mile to leeward of his confederates, on 
which account he weighed anchor, and stood close upon a 
wind to the Eastwarrl, intending to turn up to the other ships; 
but in endeavouring to tack, he missed stays twiee, which kept 
him at a distance all the fore part of the day. From the supe
riority of the Spaniards in cannon, and of the buc(',aneer CFews 
in musketry, it was cvj~~eut that distant fighting was most to 
the advantage of the Spaniard,; and that the Buccaneers h.d 
to rest their hopes of success' on close fighting and boarding. 
Dnvis "as fully of this opinion, and at three o'c1ock in the 
afternoon, the enemy's fleet being directly to leeward and not 
far distant, he got his vessels under sail B.nd bore right down 
llpon them, making a signal at the S8-me time to Grogniet 
to board the Spanish Vice-Admiral, who was some distance 
separato from the other ships of his fleet. _ 

Here may he contemplated the Buccaneers at the highest 
pitch of elevation to which they at any time attained. If they 
obtained the victory, it would give them the sole dominion of 
the &uth &a; and Davis, the buccaneer Comlltander, aim6d 
at no Ie .. ; hut he was ill seconded, and was not posseoeed flf 
authority to enforce oBedience to his commands. 

The order given to Grogniet was not put in execution, and 
when Davis had arrived with .his ship within cannon-:thot 91"the· 
Spaniard •• -Swan shortened sail and lowered his .,.,.;gn, to 
signity he was- of opinion that it would- be best to postpone 
fighting till the next day. Davis wanting the support of two' 
of the most able ship, of )lis fle~t, was obliged to forego -hi.· 

jn~tionJ 
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intention, and no act of hostility p."ed during the aflernoon 
and evening except the exchange of some. shot between his own 
.hip and that of the Spanish Vice-Admiral. 

When it was dark, the Spanish fleet anchored, and at the .ame 
time, the Spanish Admiral took in hi. light, and ordered a light 
to be shewn from one of his small "esse is, which he sent to lee
ward. The Buccaneers wt~re deceived by this artifice, believing 
tIle light tbey saw to be that of the Spanish Admiral, and they 
continued under sail, thinking themsch'cs secure of the weather
gage. At daylight the next morning the Spaniard. were 
seen weB colJceled, whilst the huccaneer vessels were much 
dispersed, Grogniet and Townley were to windward of the 

CHAP. 15. 
~ 

1I3RS· 
May. 

Ray of 
Panama. 

• Spaniard.; but all the rest, contrary to "hat they had expected, 
were to leeward. A t sunrise, the Spanish iieet got under 
sail and bore do,,"n towards the leeward buccaneer ships. 
The Buccaneers thought it not pmdent to fight under such 
di88dvantagcs, and .did not wait to receive them. They were 
near the small l.l.nd Pacheco, on the South side of which 
are .ome hlands yet smaller. Among these Islands, Dampier 
says, js a narrow channel in one part not forty feet wide. 
Townley, I]eing pressed by the Spaniards and in danger of · 
being intel'Cepted, . pushed for this passage without any pre
vio~ e~amination of the depth of water, and got safe throng!>. 
Davis and Swan, whose ships were the fastest sailing in either 
leet, hoo the "redit of alfordi·ng protection to their /lying 
compaoiontt, by waiting to repulse the most advanced ·of the 
Spaniards. Dampier, WllO was in Davis's ship, says, she WAS 

pre8SO!d uptlfl by the whole Spanish force. ' The Spanish 
• Admital and the rest of his sqadron began to play at us and 
...... t th_ as fast as we could: yet they kept at di.tant 
•. .........,.adir>g. They might have laid us aboard if they would, 
'. '1tG& tio8y _ not within· small-arm •• hot, intendiag tOlOOuL , 

A A £ , us 
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~. , us in pieces with their great guns: After a circuitous chaC"..e 
1685. and running fight, which lasted til ,l the evenine;. the Buccaneers, 
May. Harris's ship excepted, whidl huu been forced to make off in a 

·Bayof different direction, anchored hy the lsltt. lld Pu('k'eca, nearly in 
PilLlluna. 

30tb. 

the same spot whcllce they had set out in the morning; 
On the soth, at daylight, the Spanim ficet was seen at anrhor 

three leagues to leeward. The breeze was faint, and hoth flet~ts lay 
quiet till ten o'clock in t.he forenoon. The wind then freshened 
a little from the South, Rnd the Spaniards took up their 
anchors; but instead of making towards the Buccaneers, . they 
sailed away in a disgraceful manner for Pana",a. Whether they 
sustained any loss in tj,lis skirmishing dors not app,ear . . The 
Buccaneers had only 6ne man killed outright. In Davis's ship, 
six men were wounded, and half of her rudder was shot away .. 

T~~.!~o It might seem to those little acquainted with the management 
, c.parate. of ship!!! that it could make no material difference whether 

the ·Spaniards bore down to engage the Bu(.:caneers, or the 
Buccaneers bore down to engage the Spaniards; for tbnt 
in either case when the fleets were closed, the Buccaneers 
might have tried the event of boarding. But the difference 
here was, that if the Buccaneer!!! had the weatl~er.gage, it 
enabled them to close with the enemy in the fDost speedy 
mauner, which was of much consequence where the disparity;iQ 
the number of callnon was so great. When the Spaniards had. the 
weather-gage, they would press the approach only. nearenougb 
to give effect to their cannon, and not IIcar enough t.or m.u8I(e~l· 

to do thelll mischief. With ·this view, they could choose .tbeir 
distance when to stop and bring thei,' broadsides to beart>!lad 
leave to the Buccaneers the trouble of making "earer .apprdo(:h, 
against the wind and a heavy cannonade. Dampier, who ·h .. 
related the transactions of the 28th and 29tbvery brie~, sp""''' 
of the weather-gage here as a deci&ive advantage. He .. , ... 

. ~ u I" 
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" In the morning (of the 29th) therefore, when we fonnd the CIIAf'.15. 

" enemy hud got the weather~gagc of. us, and were cOlllillg '~ 
" upon ,us with full sail, we 1'un for it." "'J 11' ay. 

On this occasion there is no room for commendation on the ll.,yof 
l'analn:!. 

valour of ~itht'r party. The Buccaneers, howel'cr, kuew, by Lile 
Spanish fleel coming to them from PUl/(llllO, that the treasure 
must have been lamlt!d, Hnd therefore tlwy could have had little 
motive for enterprise. The meeting was faintly sought by hoth 
sides, and no battle was fought, exct'pt a little canuunading 
during the retl'eat of the Buer-ancel's, which on their side was 
almost wholly confined to the ship of their Commander. ' Both 
Dampie~ and LU!js;tn acknowledge that Edward llu\'is brought 
the whole of the buccaneer fleet otf lafe 1'1'0111 the Spaniards 
by his courage and good management . 

. On June the hit, the Buccanecrs sailed out of the Bay of Junc. 
Pmlama for the Island Quibo. The)' had to beat up against 
SW winds, and had much wd weather. In the middle of JUIIC, 

they aDchored on the East side of Quibu, where they were 
joined by Harris. 

< Quibo and the smaller Islands near it, Dampier calls colIec- K(','s of 
tively, the Key. of Quibo. They are all woody. Good fresh Q,; ;Do. 

'd I I I d I· I Id 'I , . Tlw 1,1 .. ,,1 water was loun on t Ie great san ,W lIC 1 WOll natura Y Je QuiOo. 
the case witb-the wet weather; and here were deer, guanoe~. and 
large,black monkeys, whose flesh was esteemed by the BUl'ca-
neer. to be sweet and wholesome lood. 

A shoal which run. out from the SE point of Qllibo half a 
mile ·into the sea, has been already noticed: a league to the 
North of this shonl, and a mile distant from the shore, js a 
rock which appear. above water only at the last quarter ebb. R ock ne.r 
Ex'cept tile ~hoal, and this rock, there is 110 other danger; and A ',he 

nc IOrage. 
_ thips -, may anchor within a quarter of a mile of the shore, in 
from iilt .to twelve fathom. dear sand and ooze •• 

They 

• Dampi~r, Vol.!, Chap. 8. 
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,"" A p, • ,I; They 8to}lped at Quibo to make them.e1ves canoes, the trees 

At the 
Island 
Quibo. 

Serpents. 

Th(' 
St'rt wnt 
H~try. 

there bcmg well suited. for tbe purpose, and 80me so large tbat 
a single tl'ullk hollowed and wrought into sLape, would carry 
forty or flfty mt'D. \Vhilst this work was performing, a strong 
party was sent to the maio·Jand against Pueblo Nuevo, which 
town was now entered witbout opposition; but no plunder 
was obtailJed. 

Luss.n rdates that two of the Buccaneers were killed by 
serpents at Quibo. He says, ' here arc serpents whose bite is so 
, vencmous that speedy death inevitably ensues, unless the 
, patient can have immt:diutc recourse to a certain fruit, which 
C must be chewed and applied to the part bitten. The tree which 

bears this fi'uit growS" fJ f~re, and in other parts of America. It 
resembles the almond.tree 10 l'rallce in height and in ilS 

I Jea\'cs. The /i'uit is like the sea chesnut (Cltataillel de Mtr) 
but is of a grey colour, rather bitter in taste, and contains 
in its middle a whitish almond. The whole is to be chewed 
logethe.r bef("e it is applied, It is called (Omill<: d Serp.nt) 
the Serpent llerry: 

July. The dissatisfaction caused by their being foiled in the Bay of 
nisilgree- P b L ' I I ·' I d' mcnts anama, rotl:C out Hl reproa.c les, an( prouuce( great Isagree-
amollg tLc ments amODO' the Buccaneers. Many blamed Groglliet for not 

lluc('aul'l'rs 0 • 
, coming jnto battle the {il'st day, On the other haud, LUBsan 

blames the bcha\"ioHf of the English, who, he says, bewg the 
greater number, lorded it ovm' the Frencb; that Townley, 
likin~ Grognict', ,hip betler tban 'his own, would have in.i.t"d 
on a chauge. if the French had DOt shewn a determination w 
resist such an imposition. Another cause of comltlaint· a~in" 
the E.nglish was, tl\e indecent ' and irreverent mauner iu which 
they shewed th.ir hatred 10 tbe Roma", Cat.ioolic r<!ligion. 
LUS8an says, ' When tbey cnter...L tbe SpanisJ. cburcbes, itWM' 
, their diversion to hack and mutilate every thing with: tb~ 
• cutlasses, and to fire their mU8k6ts and pistols at the imap 

• of 
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• of the Saints,' In consequence ofthescdisagreenients, 3300f ,eIlAT'. 15: 

the }'reneh joined together under Grogniet, and separated from ,665. 
the En81i&h. Th~ l ' ro.'ud, 

Before either of the pft\'tie~ had left QuiiJo, William Knight, a 1;.~~l r; ~~; ;; 
Buccaneer alre.ady mentioned, arrived there in a ship manned ~I~glish . 

. I E I' I d j' h 'fh' II ' K,uglu, a WJt) 40 ng 15 Imen an 11 ~ rene men. IS sma crew of IlUCCUIII'('f 
Buccanccrs bad crosseu the lslltmu~ about nine months before: ~~IOIIj)lallde.r. 

Joms [lVI S. 

they had heen cruising both on lhe coast of New Spa-in and 011 

the coast of Peru; and the sum of their successes 31llount('d to 
their heing provided with a good vessel and a good ~t()Cj( of 
provi.ions. They had latterly been to the Southward, where 
they learnt that the Lima fleet had sailed against the 13ucca-, 
neers before Panama, which was the fil's't notice they r~cCilted 

of other Buccaneers than themse.lves being in the South Sca . 
On the intelligence, they immediately sailed for the Bay 'if 
PantlIM, that t.hey might he present and share in the capture 
of the Spaniards. which they believed would inevitably be the 
resutt of a meeting. On arriving in the Bay of Panama, they 
learnt what really had happened: nevertheless. they prc.ceeded 
to Quibo in search ofthtir friends. The Frenchmen in Knight', 
ship left her to join their countrymen: Knight and the rest of 
the crew, pttt themselves under the command of Davis. 

The ship comrrmnded by Harris. was found to be in a 
decayed state and untenuntabJe. Another vessel was given to 
him and hi. crew; but the whole company were so much 
crowded for want of shi~ room, that a number remained 
constontly in canoes. One of the canoes which they built at 
Quilol meaoured 56 feet in length, and between 5 and 6 feet 
jft width. 

Dowi. and the English party, baving determincd to attack 
tM city of L"", in the province of Nicaragua, sent an invita
tloa to the F1'eDch Buccaneers to rejoin them. The Freneh 

had 
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,CH". 15; had 'only abe ship, which was far fronl lufticient to contain 
,Ms. . tbeir ·whole number, jlnd they demanded, a. ·a coad.ition of 
July. their uniting again with the Englitib, that anotber v.,.!iibould 
A, the be gil'''' to them.ell·ea. The Engh.h oould ill spare a.hIt» 'and 
lahind 
Qu;bo. wouk! not agree to tbe pl'Op08ition; tbe separation .dterefore 

was final. Jean Rose, a Frenchman, with fourteen o~ .hi,CouD. ·. 

t.rymen, in a ncw canoe tbey had built for themselves,' left. 
Gl'Ogniet to try their fortunes under Davi" 

In this,and in other separations which . subsequently ,took 
place among the Buccaneers, it has becn thought the most c1 ....... 
and convenient arrangement of narrative, to foJlow the fortunes 
of the buccaneer Commander Edward Davi. and bis ad· 
herents, without interrnption, to the conel_ion of their adven.; 
tures in the South Sea; and afterward • . wres\UDe' the JII'I>' 
ceedings of the other ad,,·enturers. 

On the 20th of July, Davis with eight vessel. and 640 mea, 
departed from the Island Quibo for Ria UZG, sailing tbrough 
the channel between Quibo and the main-land, and . along. 
coast of the latter, which \l'as low and overgrown with ·d.iclr. 

Augu.t. woods, and appeared thin of inhabitants • . August .. tbe fth; . at 
EJC~iljon eight in the morning, the tfhips being then 80 far out .. in tthe 
~'t:,~:tof offing that they could not be d""crietl from the shore, Da.is 1I'ith 

Leon. S,RO mell went away in 31 canoes for the harbour of IIia-Lt:..r. 
They set out with fair weather; but at tlVO in· the .aftel'llQOlO; .• 

tornado caDle from the land, ",ith thunder. , lightaiaf,.· . .iIad 
rain, and with such violent gusts of wind that .tbe~_ 
all obliged to .put ~ight belore ito -to a.oid beillg.~ 
by tlte billows . . Dampier remarko generally Df\1lte.Joot ~~."f; 

as Lussan doe. of tl,e Pacific Oc''''', that tbe - "tIIer.;'*'-' 
raised by the wind"andwben tho,.wiad ·.lllr.tllw .. ) ...... ' ....... ; . " . 
again. Up Wi1ld Up &a, DOIJI" W~· -D""~';"·'PM'~.I 

b$:twccl1 the tropiCOaIJlOflg. __ " '_',"'~" -"i" 
;~Q 
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tomado conti.nued about half an hour, after which the wind C" A P. '5. 
, . .. 

gradually abated, and tbe canoes again Ulad. towards tbe land. ,685. 

At .~ in the evening it was calm, and the sea quite smooth. August. 

During tbe nigbt, the Buccaneers, baving the direction of a Proceed
Spanish pilot, entered . a narrow creek which led towards Lton; U:~D~:; •. 
bllt the pilot could 1I0t undertake t.o proceed up tlll daylight, 
le,t he sbould mi,takc, there being several creeks commu-
Jlicating with eacb other. 

The city of Leon bordered on' .tbe Lake of Nicaragua, and Leo •• 
,uo reckoned twenty miles witbin the sea coast. Tbey went 
only a part of tbi. diotance by tbe river, wben Davis. lea ving 
sixty -men to guard the canoos, landed with the rest and 
marcbed . t01Vard. the city, two mil"'" 'short of which they 
paged througb an Indian town. Leon had a catbedral and 
tbree other churches. It was not fortified, and tbe Spaniards, 
·though tbey drew up their force in the Great Square or 
Farad", ilid not think tbemselves strong enough to defend the 
place. About three in the afternoon, the Buccaneers entered, 
and tbe.Spaniards retired. 

All the Buccaneers wbo landed did not arrive at Leon tbat 
same <lay. According to tbeir ability for tbe march, Davis had 
diopoaed his.men into division.. The foremost was composed 
ot;.all,the ",oat.active, wbo marcbed witbout delay for the town, 
lhe ot.ber divisiolll following as.speedily as they were able. The 
rear divjaion beiDjJ .of course composed of the worst travellers, 
II(lme of them could not keep pace even with their own clivi
sina. ·' They.all came in afterwards except two, one of wbom was 
kille<!, and the otl.er taken prisoner. The man killed was a 
elollt.gre.)l-beaded uId man of the name of Swan, aged about 
.. "....,.,ho ·had served under Cromwell, and had ever since 
. ....,.priv.teering or buccanceringhis occupation. This veteran 
~Id:; .. ot .. be diHUaded from going Oil. the enterprise against 

V:O·I .. 'dV. . B " LtOll; . 
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• H' p, is; fibf&; hut' hIs ~lI'ength fiiiled in the tmlrch : hnd aftet bei"@: 
, ;'~5' ' felt in tbe toad, he wa, foUnd by tbe IIpetliMds, \rho endea.oured 

:Augu", to make him their prisoner; but he refu9l!rl to .urre .... , Bnd 
Pmee...t

f
- fired flis thil,ket ntnongst them, h."lllt; III rele"" a pistol still 

1Tl~U h h Edw,l:J.v;" cnarged ; 011 w!ch e \vIIS obot dead. 
TI,e houses in LtcJn 'Were large, bllilt of Itone, but not high, 

with gardetrs about them. 'Some h8Y~ tl!Cl>nl_decl uon at 

• the most pleasant place in all America; and for he.hh aod 
• 'ple.isure it 'doe'!! sOf'!\!lss I\\ost pl"ces. 'I'he c""ott y ,ound is of 
, a sandy soil, which soon drinks up the rain. to whicb tileoe 
, partsafe I\\uch .ubject '-: 

lA"'" bumt 'rhe Buccaneers bejng IINI!ter, of the city, the GCWIUBor 

n~7c:lI~~rs. !Sent a Rag of 'tnrce to ~ fbr it! ransom. l'rhey demanded 
soo,OOo dollars, and ~much 'provi!lioft as , ..,;/1(1 81l0.iil IUOO 

ineil fotir inonth~: ;1lso tbat the Btl'CCaMCr tll'kdl \lri9Ollet sbould 
be extlt'i1ilgcd. 'I'he'!!e demands it i. p!'6bl11l1e 'tM Sl'a'lliard • ...,rer 
intended to comply 'witb ; howe""" dley f#ck>nged the '"",,0-
ciation, ttil the Buccaneers su'peered it wllS rot tire purpooe of 
coJlecting force. Therefore, on the '1<M'I\,1Irey ,set fire to the 
City, and returiled to the 'coast. 'Fhe lown ,bf Bi4 il.ao under
went a similar fate, con\rary to the intention ofthe Buccaneer 
tornmander. 

Ria Le... }'Ua Ltxa i. un,vholesomely .itua'ted ina · ~ftift '''liang creeks 
and swamps, • and i. never free from ,,'Itoioome ,1tIH!II: The 
soil is a strong yellow clay; 'in the 'neighbollfhood af the -.. 
were man,Y sligar-works and beef-fat!l1'8; 'piteh, 'tar,aod'<lOl'dll(le 
were made hct~; with all ",hich commodttk!a tfte I ...... bitaats 
carried on II good trnde. The Buccaneers .rtpp!i\ld 'u.. ....... .. 
wilh as much as they wanted of these a'tticles, I!eoii;tes 'which, 
tl.ey received at Ria Lexa 150 he<ad of 'Cllttle ifrom a Sl"'nilb 
gentleman, who had been released "l"'" "_t"lt{iJe, and '1''''" 

• Dampier. 
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mise of making such payment for his ransom; their own man 
who had been maue prisoner was redeem~d in exchange for a 
Spanish lady, and they found in the !,own 500 packs of flour; 
which circumstances might have put the Buccaneers in good 
\cruper and have induced thero to spare the town; , but; says 
Dampier, 'ilIJII>e of our .d,!strUC()fe crew, I know nllt br W)IO'C 

' . ..... ,der, set ,tire to the jlOll,SeS. IUld Ive IDllrchcd aw¥ and #Ott 
, ,t!.ellt ooruing.' 

After the u,mexpooitioo, no objoct of enterprise occurred 
to them of sufficient magnitude to induce or to enable them to 
k~p together ,in such large fume,. DiliP!'FiOO iu ,ml\U ht)rlie~ 
t40ey '.pectcd a better chllnce ofprOCllri~g 'P-Qth ell.\Wstenee 
and j!lkJnder. '~ gene .... 1 conllOllt tloIt~efa,re. till' ,qon,federaey 
.. 11"'h t.e.r.I bee. 'praoer,ved 0( the I'llgIi'h nuc,cj\~r.o "PI' 
relinquished, and they formed into new par.t!ies accordiog VI 
tlteir .... veral i"cIiIilatiOllO. Swanpl'opooed to C1Mi$e .along the 
...... to( N ... Spain, and NW· .. "rd, a. fi\C ,QO tQ the efl,lr"nce g/.' 
the GWlf ef>Ca1,ifor..u., aDd ~bonce to ·I;li<e hi. ,depw:tu~e for die 
&rot .'ndie.. '1'o .. nley aod Ilis followe ... agreed to try tl~ 
f<>rtutles with SWMI as'oag 85 he JfOOl;Ulled OIl ~ coast of N.", 
Bps;"; <rt'terwhich .they propo.ed to .return [0 ,the Iuku,... In 
the <lOU"",, -of , .. ttding the.., .... ran~D<Ifl:I,s, W:iII~ Dawpic.>:, 
being desirous of going to the East ITidies, l~ Je;lve Q/' hi,s 
'.,,; ........ nder. EIi';,..",I, Doi ...... all.elll~Jl W~tll SwlL'tI. pr,·tbesc, 
Itfl aeeoUllt .. iII De.giVeR h~r. 

BOn t 

1~.7 

(' III\I',J5· 

'------16Hs· 
August. 

'fown of 
Rill Lcxll 

bum!. 

Further 
SClllII'ulion 

of the 
ij,ucc'!:1'een. 
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C HAP. XVI. 

Buccaneer, under Edward Davis. At AmapaUa Bay; Cocos 
ohland; The Galapagos I.land,; Coast of Peru. Peruvian 
Wine. Knight quit. the South Sea. Bezoar 8Mnes. Marine 
productions on Mountains. Vermejo. Davis joim the French 
Buccane." at Guayaquil. Long Sea Engagement . 

• 
~. WIT H Davis there remained the vessels of Knight °and 

,685. Harris, with R tender, making in all four s.il. August 
Augu". the 27th, they sailed· from the harbour of Ria Leora, aDd as 

they departed Swan saluted them with fifteen gun .. to which 
Davis returned eleven. 

P,"""",,"- A sickness had broken out among Davis'. people, which was 
~~~:~~;;~ attributed to the unwholesomeness of the air, or the bad 

under. water, at Ria Leora. After leaving tbe place, the disorder in
~ ... :; •. creased, on which account Davis sailed to the Bay of Amap<Jila, 

~',y. n where on bis arrival he .huilt buts on one of the blands in the 
Bay for the accommodation of his sick men, and landed them. 
Above 130 of the Buccaneers were ill with a spotted fever, 
and several died. 

AllOt 
River. 

Lionel Wafer was surgeon with Dav;', and has given a brief 
account of his proceedings. Wafer, with some athe .... went on 
shore to the main.land on the Soutb side of AmtJp<JU.~, to 
seek for provisions. They walked to a beef farm which was 
about tbree mile. from their landing. In tbe way they C1'OIsed 
a bot river in an open savannah, or plain, whiCh they forded 
with some difficulty on account of its heat. Thi. river i .. ued 
from under a hill wbieh was not a volcano, tbough along tbe 
coast there were several •• I had tbe curi08ity; says Wafer, • to 

, wade 
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• wade up the stream a. far as I had daylight td guide me. 
e The water was clear and shallow, but, the steams were like 
• those of a boiling pot, and my hair was wet with them. The 
, river reeked without the hill a great way. Some of our men 
• who had the itch, bathed themsell'cs here, and growing well 
, soon after, their cure was imputed to the su]phure~u8ness or 
, other virtwe of this water: Here were many wolves, who 
approached .0 neal' and so boldly to ,ome who had straggled 
from the rest of their party, us to give them great alarm, and 
they did not dare to fire, le,t the noise of their gun, should 
bring more wo]ves about them. 

Davis remained some wceks at Amapalla Btl!!, and departed 
thence for the Peruviltn coast, with thc·crews of his ships reco~ 
vered. In tbeir way Southward they made Coco. Island, and 
anchored in the harbour at tbe NE part, where they supplied 
themselves with excellent fresh water and cocoa~nuts. Wafer 
has given the description following: • The middle of Cocos 
• blalld is a steep hill, surrounded with a plain declining to the 
• sea. This plain is thick sct with cocoa-nut trees: but what 
• contribules greatly to tbe pleasure of the place is, that a 
c great many springs of clear and sweet water rising to the top. 
• of the hill, are there gathered.s in , a deep large bason or 
, pond, and the water having no channel, it overflows the vp,rge 
, of its bason in several places, and runs trickling down in 
• pleas.nt streams. In some places of its overflowing, the 
• rocky side of the bill being more than perpendicular, and 
• banging over the plain beneath, the water pours down in a 
• , cataract, so as to leave 11 dry space under the spout, and 
• form a kind of arch of water. The freshness wbich the 
• ,falling water gives the air in this bot climate makes this a 
• delightful place. We did not spare the cocoa-nuts. One 
, day, lOwe of our men being minded to make themselves 

, merry, 

1685' 
Amapul1u 

flay. 

Coco. 
hland . 
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r" A r. ~ii.' merry, ",ent ashore and out dm .... fil a gn::at many oocoa4 nut trees; 
, 685. '!h,m Ivhich they gathered the fruit, and drew about twenty 
C""oo 'gullon. of the milk. They tben sat down and drank health. 
blnnll . , to the King abd (~uecn, and dr-ank nn excessive quantity; 
Eft(~ct of 
Ext.(.ss. in l yet it did not eud in drunkenness: but this liquor 50 chilled 

drinkillgl lll.' , and benumbed their nCfn!'S that they could neither go not 
1Ililk uf the 
Cocoa-nu t. • st:'1nd. Nor CQuid they return o n board wilhout· the l.elp of 

, those who had not been partaker.; of the froJick, nor ,did the., 
• reco\1et under four or five d9~' ~' time·: 

Here Peter Harris broke off consortship, and departed for 
the Rast Indies. The tender sailed at the same time, probably 
fOlluwing the .ame route. , 

AI till' Davi8 ond Knight continued to associate, 8'Od sailed together 
(;atllpngos from Cocos Isfand to the Gnlapa· !!t'1S. At one of tllf~e ]slan~ 

J-hlod s. '-' 
they fotllld fresh water; the buccBneer Journal. eI" n<>tspecify 
whicb Island, nor any thi"g that ·can be depended up"" •• 
tetbtin of i'ts si.tnation. 'Vafer only says. ' ·From Cocos we came 
, to one of the Ga/apagas bland., At this 1.1,."d tJ.ere w ... but 
, one watering-pl-ace, alld there ''''e careened ·oof:ship.' Dampier 
".'" not with them at this time; but in descrih1ng tbe,Gtdap«go, 
!sles, -he makes the fullo'wing mention of lhnls's 'oor&<ming 
place. 'Part of whut I .RY of these Island, I hod irom·Captain 
, ·D-.i\'is, ,vho W('lS there aftcnmrds, and careClled his Ai1ip at 
, neither of the -Islands that we were at in J 6'84., but went ·tO 
, ·other blands mo,'e to the West,Y·ard, which he .found ,w :be 
, g()~t1 hahitable Islands, having a deop omt 1IOiI1lllpmf • . <if 

prod"cing <lny thing that grow. in""'" clllllat ... : Qey .. re 
• well 'Watered. lind hove plenty of gc.od .~...", ;Captain 
, Harris came hither like wi",. nml rounil ... ore loland. ,tbolt ·bad 
, plenty of mammee-trees, "f1(\ 'Pretty larg.e'Titoe .. ,1f~na,·e 

, ·good -.nchOling in . many place •• ·00 t\lat 1oiIoe,'lhe 'Gwlopago • 
• l«lsnd • 

• "'u!lage alld lJesrriplion, &c. by Lio/,cll'fajerj p. 191, and Ileq. Lulidon, It"%J~.· 
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• Islands by ~14d Jarge. tbey arc ex traordinary good. place, for 
• ships in distress to seek reljef at 0: 

Wafer has Dot given the date of this' visit, wJlich .. 'as till' 

second made by Davis to the Galapagos; but as he "topped 
irt!veraJ weeks in the Gt,,(f' "!.f Amapalia fur the recO\'ery of Ilis 
sick, a"d afterwards made some stay rtt. Coco.v IJa"., it must 
have been late in the ),ear. if not after the end, when he acrin'd 
at the Ga/apo!,1'fJ6, and it is prouable, during, or immediately 
ftftcl', a rainy season. 

The account published by'Vafcr, excepting what relate!'> to 
the Istltmtts of Darien, cOllltistii of short lJoliceg M)l. down li'o,tl 
recol·lection, and occupying in the whole not ubo\'c liny 
duodecimo pages. He mentioll!; a tree. at the Islano of tile 
Galtrpagos where they chrcened, like a peal'-lrer, ' low and not 
, shl'Ubby, very ~wcet in smell, aud full of "ery SWllet gum.' 

Dal.'ls and Knight took on board their ships SO() packlli Qr 
sllcks of flour fronl tlle stores which ilad f()fmcrly beeu (loposiLCd 
at the Galapagolf. The hird!<i had dcvomeu some, in consequeucc 
of the hags having been left r xpo8ed. 

I'rom the Galapagos, the.y sailed to the coast of Pet·u, and 
cruised iu company till ncar the cncl uf 1686 . They cap
tured many ·\"es~ls, which they released after plttodering ; and 
attacked screral towns along: the coast. They had sharp cnga~c
mcnt':\'Wlth -the Spaniard:; at GUflSco, and at Pisco, the particulan; 
of whicb are not related; 'but they plundered both the towus. 
rrhey landed a'is() at La Nasca, a. small port on tllC coast of 
Peru inlatitud~ about 15~ 8, at which place they furni!<Ohcd 
themsclve!i with a stock of ·wine. Wafer suys, 'This is a rieL 
~ strong wine, in taste much 1ikc Madeira. It is brought 
, down out of the country to be shipped for Lima and Panama. 
, Sometimes it is kept here many years stopped up in jaTs, of 
& -a~ut eight gallons each: the jars were umif::r no shelter, but 

~ exposed 

• Dampi!!," ~lamlScripl Juurmd. 

I Y I 

I: 11-,,'. J () . 
~ 

16tl.,; , 
At Iht· 

Galal 'l1!!th 
l s!and~, 

11'&;, 
Oa lht, 

. CUII~ t of 
P('fU, 

l\'ruvjan 
Will(' like 
1dadeiru. 
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,C HAP. 10. ' exposed .to the 5corching sun, beillg placed along the bay 
1686. 'sud between the rocks, every merchant having his own wine 

On the 'marked: It could' not well have been placed more con
Coast of venientJy for the Buccaneers. 

Peru. 
They landed at Coqllimbo, which Wafer describes • a lal'ge 

• town with nine churches.' What they did there is not 'said. 
Wafer mentions a small river that emptied itseJf in a bay, 
three miles from the town, in which, up the country, the 
Spaniards get gold. • The sands of the ril'cr by the sea, and 
, round the whole Bay, are all bespangled lVith\ particles of 
, gold; insomuch that in travelling along the sandy buys, 
, our people were covered with a fine gold-dust, but too fine for 
• any profit, for it lVollld be an endless work to pick it up: 

Statistical accounts of the Viccmyalty of Peru, which during 
a succession of years were printed annually at the end tif the 
Lima Almanack, notice thc towns of Santa Maria de La Ptrilla, 
Guusca, Santiago de MiraJlores, Canetl, Pisco, HftOrtJ, and 
Guayaquil, being sacked and in part de'troved bv l plm:te~. in 
the yea", 1685, 1686, and 1687. 

At .1"'0 Davis and Knight having made much' booty' (1Jn~lIiI' lftiyil ' lIo 
I"crnaud(:z. much that the share of each man amounte[J .. to ' 5I()()0''1't~esof 

eight), they went to the Island Juan Pernaildeli t&lrelitilittl'\\din~ 
to sail thence for the West IlIdi,,: hut belore fuey'hlfd"j,/!'ruiled 
and prepared the ships for the voyage ",mid ;thivSontb'· of 
America, Fortune made a new distribationot" ·thtir 'l"lander. 
Many lost all their lOolley at play, .and they ~ not !!tidure. 
nfterso much peril. to quit the Soutll Spa emptY 'handed; bllt 

Knight resolved to revisit the coast of P~ru. The more fortunate ·party 
~tlit.. tl~c embarked with Knight for the T-Jlest Indiel. 
~outh ~ea. 

nuvi~ The luckles8 residue, consisting of sixty Engli9hmeoi )'3nd 
n :lurns 10 twenty Frenchmen, wit.h Edwtlrd Davis at their head, remailltd 
the CoaH 
.r 1'".. with the Batchelor's Delight to begin their work afresh. 1'hey 

sailed fwm Jua71 Fel'na •• dez for lh,c American coast, which tbey 

nlado 
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made as far South as tlie Island Mocha. By t.raffic with the en A P. 16. 
, ---------inbabitants, they procured among other provisions, a number of 16R7. 

the Llama or Peruvian sheep. • Wafer. relates, that out of the Com uf 
Peru, stomach of one of these sheep he took thirteen Bezoar stones lkzo", 

of several forms, 'some resembling coral, some round, and all StOBe., 

• green when first taken' out; but by long k~eping they turned 
I of an 8sh 'colour: 

In latitude 26' S, wanting fresh water, they made search for Mo.;", 
l'rodl.1cti(III' 

the River Copiapo. They landed and ascended the hills in found on 
hopes "f discovering it. According to Wafer'~ computation Mountaill~. 
they went eight miles within the coast, a.cending mountain 
beyond mountain till they were a full. mile in perpendicular 
height above the level of the .ea. They found the ground there 
covered with ' sand and .ea-shelh, • which,' say. Wafer, • I the 
• more wondered at, because there were no ,hell-fi.h, nor could 
• I ever filld any shell., on any part of the sea-coast hereabouts, 
• though I have looked for them in many places: They did not 
discover the river they were in .earch of; but shortly afterwards, 
the, landed at Ari<a, which they plundered; and at the Hiver 
Th, where they took in fresh water. At Arico was a house full of 
JeIt.Ilta' bark. Wafer relates, , We also put nshoreat Vermejo, in Vermf'jo. 

• 10" S latitude. I was one of those wbo landed to se" for .... ater. 
• We marched about fOur mile. up a sandy bay, which we foultd 
• covered with the bodieo of men, women, and children. These 
• ~ to appearance, seemed ... if they had Dot been above 
• a week dead; but if touched, they proved dry and light as a 
• sponge or pieoe of cork. We ,vere told by an old Spanish 
• indian whom we met, that in-his father's time, the soil there, 
• ,wiaich DOW yielded nothing, wao well cultivated and fruitful: 
• tlI!attbe city of Wormia hod been 80 numerously inhabited 
" '~ lodianB, .that they could 4ave banded a fish from hand 
~ m' ,baQ!l uB,ti1 it bail com~ to the Inca's hand. But that 
:: , V;QL. IV. C C • when 
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C:llAI'.16.' 
---"....-

when the ·Spaniards came and laid ,iege to their city, the 
, Indians, rather than 'yield to their mercy, dug holes in the 1687. 

Coast, of 
.'Peru. 

April. 

sand and buried thcJ11selv<-'s alive. The men os they now 
, lie, 11<1\'c by them their broken bows; and the womea their 
, spinning-wheels and distaff. with cotlon yarn upon them. Of 
, the,e dead bodies I brought on board a boy of about ten 

YCHI'S of age with an intent to bring him to Engldnd; but wa1> 
fi-u,trated of my purpose by the ,aiIOl~, who had 1\ foolish 
conceit that the compass would not traVCl'!Je right whilst 
there was a dead body on hoard, so they threw him over
board to my great vexatiou-" 
Neal' this [mTt oftll~;:OHStofl)t'1'u, inApril16S7, Davjs had 

8 severe action with a Spani!'j~1 frigate, ,lamed the Katalinu, in 
which the drunkenness of his crew gave' opportunity to the 
Spanish Commander, who had made a stout defence, to run 
his ship ashore upon the coast. TI,ey rell in with many other 
Spani~h vessels, which, after pluudering, they dismissed. 

Shortly after the engagement wit.h _,the Spanish tj-igate 
Ka'lalina, Davis made n descent at Pallfa, to -seck refreshments 
for his wounded men, and surprised th~re a courier with dis· 
patcheti from the Spanish Commander at Guayaquil to Llle 
Viceroy at Lillln, hy which he learnt t.hat a large body of 
English and French Huccaneer. had attacked, and were then 
in possession of, the town of GUlI!Joqttil. The Gm'eroor hat! 
been taken prisoner b.v the Du ecancers, .aud the Depuly or 
next in authority, made pressing instances fur speedy succour, 
in his letter to the Viceroy, whit.:h, Rccording to LUf;SQU, con .. 
tained tbe following pa.sagO: 'The lime ha_. "<pired ,orne day' 
• which "'a' nppmflled for Ihe r411som ,[lour priooners. I -amwe 

Ihe enem!! !'IIilh the -hopes ql' some IhoUSOftrh '!f' piee"" ~I' eight, and 
, I h~y IUI.e sent me Ih. , head. of ftmr of Bur pro..IIc/-s: bul if:tke!/ 

, send 
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C ,(jewl me.ft.fty, 1 sliou1d tstcem it less prt;jtldici.a/ than our sl!flcl'illg 
these rl{O'icl1ls to live. ~f .'l/0ur E:l.'cellfllc.¥ will hastell Ihe anl/(I 

, ment to ollr a.~sistancc, here will be a fail' opportlluily to 1'id 

, or.rsCil)CS ~f tltem: 

195 

ell A l'. 16. 

--------16S 7· 

1\1"y. 

Upon this news, and the farther intelligence that ,spanish DHI·i" 

ships of Will' had hcen dispatched from Cullao to the rdi(~ r of };i':(r':~n'I:~~ :\'~ 
Gun,yar/Ilil, r)avjs ~ailed for that place, 1111(1, on l\la)' the l .aIt, , itl . 

, I' I B f' G 'f I I ',' . I UuaJHtpJI!. arnVC( In lie u!J C! uU,1)aqw, w !( ~I'C 1C 10llllu many oj· 11:$ 

old confederates j Jor tbcsc were tIle Freuch Bliccan('('1's who 
1Jad separated fj'olll him under Grogniet, and t.he }t:llglish who 
had gone wnll Townley. Those two leaders had been o\-'crtukcn 
hy the perils of theil' \Iocation, and were no more. But whilst in .. 
their mortal career, and fitter their !)eparation fi'om Da \'is, thougb 
they had at one time been adverse almost to hostililY against each 
other, they hud met, been reconcikd, and had associated toge-. 
ther. T()wnley di ed first, of a wound lie received in battlc, and 
was succeeded in the command of the English by a lluccanecr 
named George Bout or Hutt. At the Olttack of Gua~llaquil, 

Crogniet was Illorlally wounded; and I.e l)icanl was chosen hy 
the :French to succeed him in the command. Gua,yaquil was 
taken on the 20th of April; the plunder and a number of pri.
sOllers had be~n conveyed by the Buccaneers to their ships, 
which were at anchor by the Island PUlIa, when their unwear~crf 
goou fortune brought Davis to join them. 

The taking of Guayaquil by the 13uceaneers under Grognie! 
and Hutt will be more circumstantially noticed in the sequel, 
with other proceedings of the same crews. ''''hen Davis joil1ed 
them, they were wa.iting with hopes, nearly worn out, of 
obtaining a large ransom which had been promised them for the 
town of Guayaquil, and for their prisoners. 

'l'1te jnformation Davis had received made him deem it 
prudent, 
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~UA.J'. 16; prudent, instead of going to anchor at P ·ItRa, to remain with 
,687, 1M. ship on the look..,ut in the offing; he therefore sent a 
May. prise-vessel into the road to acquaint the Buccaneers there 

Nij:ntSe of his being near at hand, and that the Spaniards were to be 
Puoa. expected shortly. 

The captors of Gttayaquil continued many days after this to 
wait for ransom. , They had some hundreds of prisoners, for 
whose sakes the Spaniards sent daily to the Buccaneers ' large 
supplies of provisions, of which the prisoners could expect to 
receive only the surplus after the Buccaneers should be satis.
fied. At length, the Spaniards sent 42,000 pieces of eight, the 
most part in gold, and ~ighty packages of flour. The sum was 
far short of the first agreement, and thc"lluccanecrs at Puna, to 
make suitable return, relcl.lscd only a part of the prisoners, 
resen'ing for a subsequent settlement those of the most eOIl". 

l!Iidcration. 
26th. On the 26th, they quitted the road of Puna, Bnd joined 

Meeting Davis. In the evening of the same day, tlVO large Spanish 
bf'twcell 
~plll)ish ships came in sight. navis's ship mounted 36 guns; and her 
~I~f;k~f crew, which lUHI heen much diminished by different engage ... 
untl the ments, was immediately n:: inforccd with 80 men from Lc Picard's 

ll",'Call'~", Be 'I D " I ' I U I d I II party. 31( es aVI8 S ~ lip, t lC uccaneers lR on y a sma 

A s en 
F.1I~atie 
IIwnl of 

levt!u days. 

ship and .<t barca·louga iiL to comc into action. rrheir prize 
vessels which could do no sen'ice, were sent for security into 
shallow water. 

011 the morning of the 27th; the Buccaneers . and Spaniards 
were both without the lslulld S' Clara. ' The Spaniard. were 
the farthest out at sca, and had tile sea-breeze first, with \vhleh 
t,hey hore down tiB about noon, when being just-. within the 
reach of cannon-shot, . they hauJed upon a wind, and began a 
distant cannonade, which was continued ., till evening; the two 

partiea 
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partie. then drew off to about a league asunder, and anchored 
for the night. On the morning of the 28th, they took up their 
anchors, and the day was spent in distant aring, and in endea~ 
vours to gain or to keep the wind of each other. The same kind 
of mareuvring and distant firing was put in practice 011 each 
succeeding day, till the evening of the lid "f June, which com
pleted the Seventh day of this obstinate engagement. The 
Spanish Commander, being then sati,fied that he had fought 
long enough, and hopeless of prevailing on the enemy to 
yield, withdrew· in the night. On the morning of the 3d, the 
Buccaneers were surprised, and not displeased, at finding no 
enolDY .n ·sight. 

During all this fighti.Qg, the Bucr.aneer. indulged their vanity 
by keeping the Governor of G ua!Jaquil, and other prisoners of 
distinction, upon deck, to witness the superiority of their 
nllHHlgement over that of the Spaniards. It was not indeed a 

pOt;l of much <.langer, for in the whole seven days battle, 
not one Buccaneer was killed, and only two or three were 
wounded. 

It may be some apology ti:Jr the Spani!;h ·Commander, that in 
coutlequence. of Davis's junctioll with tilt captors of Guayaquil, 
he fc:>unJ, a much gJTater force to contend ,v.ith than he had 
been taught to ,expect. Fortune had been peculiarly unfavuur· 
able to the Spaniards on this occasion. Three ships of force had 
been equipped and sent in cOlDpany against the Buccaneers at 
Guu.tlaquil . . One of them, the Kat~lina, by accident was 
separated from the others, and feU in with Davis, by whom she 
was driven on , the coa!lt, . where she st.randed. The Spanish 
~rmamcgt thus weakened one-third, on arriving in the Bay qf 
GuugofJuil, l('Hnd tbe buccaneer force there increased, by this 
'Same lJavis, ill a proportion greater than their own had heell 

dililiuishcd. 
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(: H A P . J6. diminished: Da\'j!; nnd Lc Picard left the choice of distance to 

---------t687' the Spaniards in this meeting, not cunsidering it their bu~ jlles~ 

JUllC. to come to serious hattlc unless li,)\'Cc(L They had reason to he 
At tht: satisfied with hariu \)' ddcmdc(l thelll!iehes and their plunder; 
Island 0 

lklal'lata. and afte r the e Jlcmy disappeared, finding the coast clear, the)!" 
sailed to tile hlHUd De la Plata, where they stoppod to l'cpai}' 
damages, and to hold council. 

'l'hcy all nnwinclincd. homewards. The booty they ·had 
made, if it fell short of the cs.pectations of some, ,,,'as suffic.im1t 
to make them eager to be where the.}' could use or ex pend it ; 

but they were llot alike T)]'o\' ided with the meau::; of returning 
to the N01'th /je(f. ])<1')s haJ a stout ship, amI he proposed tQ 
go t.he Southern passage by the Strait ()f A/ngalhan4:$, or round 
Cffpe llornt:. No other of the n :ssell:i in the possession of the 
Buccaneers was strong enough for such a voyage. All the I"rcnch 
therefore, and many of the English Buccaneers, Lent their 
thoughts on returJling o\"crJa nel, an underlaking that would 
incvitably Le attcmlcu with much difficulty, cncumbered as 
they were with ilu ~ ir plunder, and the Darien Indians ha"ing 
become 110stiic to thew. 

A1most all the I'renchmcn ill Da\'is's ship, left her to join 
their countrymen, and many of the English from their parly 
embarked with Davis. All tho ughts of liuthel' negociation 
with the Spaniards for the ransom of prisoners, were relin:
quished. Lc Picard had given notice on quitting the Ea." of 
Guayaquil, that payment would be expected for the release 
of the rema iuiug prisoners, and that the Buccaneers would 
wait for it at Cape liunta Elena; but Ihey had passed that 
Cape, and it was apprehended that if they returned thither. 
inslead of receiving ransom, they might find the Spanish ships 
of war, come to renew the attack on th~m under other Com:-

manders, 
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inandcl's. On the loth, they hwdeu their prisoners on the 
Continent. 

The next day they ~hared the plunder taken :.!l GIl(/,',(1(llCiI. 
'fhc jewels and urnamculq coujd not well be di\·idr.c], 11 0 1' could 
their value be estimated to general s<ltisf'act.ion: lwithl'r cou ld 
they agree upon a s talld~lrd proportion hrt,rc('n the ntitle of 
gold and silver. EVf'ry man was fl{'''Iirou~ to n'cci\'c for his 
share such parts of the spnii as weJ'(~ 1II0St. porttlhlc, and this 
was "more c!:Ipccially of importance tu thuse who illh~ l\(kd to 
march o\'erland. The value of gold was so much enhanced that 
an ounce of gold was received jn lil'l[ of eighty dollars •• 1Ild a 
Spall ish pi :;loic wenl for fiftc (, 1l d()lIar~,; hut thcl5c ins tances 

probahly took place in 60ttling their g:lIning accounts. III the 
division of the plunder these dimcultlt's ,\·cr(' obviated hy a 
very ingenious anu llnot~j ccti(lnahk lIlode of distri\)ution. TIH~ 

silv(:'r was fir::.t di,·idcd: the other art ides werc then put iJjl to 
auction, and bid fOl' in pieces of e ig ht; aJld when ull were so 
disposed of: a second di,:jsioll was made of tbe silver produced 
by the sale. 

Daris and his company were not present at the taking of 
Guuyaquil, hilt the services they had rcndcrf'.d, had ~a\'t':d both 
the plunder and the plunderers, and gave them a lair claim 1.0 

share, Neither ,.yafer nor T ... ussan speak to this poi lit, trOi:~ 

which jt may he inferred that every t.hing relatin g: to tlw di\'i
sion was settled among them amical~!'y, anJ thal Davis and his 
men had no reason to he dissatislicJ. Lussull gives a loose 
statement of the sUln total and of the single sha res. 'Nul\\ilh
, standing that these things were sold sO dearly, we ... hared for 
, the taking of Guu!/uquil only ,!OO piN:es oj' ci~ht to each 
, man, which would make in the whole about !iflt'c ll hundred 
, thousand livl'e,: The number of Buccaneers with Groglliet 

and 

" 11 .\ 1', 16. 
- r--' 

lfj~7· 

,I UI\I ', 

I )i\'i ~i I)H uf 
l'hullkr, 
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.CRA P. 16;llmt Hutt lmmediately previous to the attAck of Guayaquif, 
J087- was 304. Davie's CfCl.V at the time he separated from Knight, 
June. consisted of eighty men. He had afterwards lost men in 

several encounters, and it is probable the whole number 
p1't'Sent at the sharing of the plunder of Guayaquil was short 
of three hundred and fifty. Allowing the extra shares to officers 
to have been 150, making the whole number of shares 500, the 

They amount of the plunder will fall short of Lussan's estimate. 
"p","e 10 On the 12th, the two parties finally took le3\-e of each other 
return home . . 
by ri;fie<enl aDd separated, bound by dIfferent routes for the Atlantrc. 

Route, . 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Edward Davis; /,is Tlti"d vi.,it to tlte Galapagos. aile of til",. 
Illtlnw, named Santa :Maria de l'Aguada hy lite Spa1liards, a 
Cat'eening ' Pla.ce of the Buccaneers. Suiling thence Southward 
they di,cover Land. Question, whetlwr Edww'd Davis's Dil). 
cover,,! is tlw L(md which 'lilas afterwards named E~ter Island? 
Davis anti his Crew 01'1'ivc it, tlte "'. est Indies. 

~Ol 

D A V I S again sailed to the Galapagos Is/tmds, to victual ~. 
and refit bis ship. l .. ione1 ' ·Vaft.'f ~as still with him, and 1687. 

appears to have been orie of those to whom fortulle had been Oa"i .~ sails 
. '\.. I .. I h . lu lhe most unpropllious. . aler (OCs not IIICIlLIoll elt ler t c joimng Galal'a:f09 

company with the .French Buccalleers, or the plunder of Islall ". 

Guayaquil; and p;'lrticularises few of his adventures. He says, 
1 shall not pursue all my coasting: along the 8hore of Pt'ru 

, \Vith Captain Da,·is. 'vV c continued rambling about to little 
, purpose, sometuncs at sea, sometimes ashore, till having 
, spent much time and visited many places, we were got HgaiJl 
, to the Galapagos; fraIn whence we were determined to make 
, the best of our way out of these seas.' 

At the Galapagos they again careened; and there they vic
tualled the ship, taking on board a large supply of flour, 
curing fish, salting flesh of the land turtle for sea store:; and 
they saved a!' much of the oil of the land turtle as filled sixty 
jars (of eight gaHans each) which proved excellent, and was 
.thought not inferior to fresh butter. 

Captain Col net was at the Galapago, Isles in the years 1793 
and 1794, and fuund traces, still fresh, which marked the haunts 
of the Buccaneers. He says, 'At every place where we landed 

VOL. IV. . D D ' on 
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(' II A P. ti. (4)n the W~stern side of Killg .Tamc.~·s laic, \\'c might have 
~ , walked for miles t.hrough IOllg grass and beneath groves of 

At the 'trees. It only wanted a stream to compose a very charming 
GabrHtgos landscape. 'rids.. Isle appears to have been a favourite resort 

JslalHk 
Kin,!; 

Jllnll'~ 'S 

Islmui. 

, of the BUCC:lIICerii, as we found scab; made by them of earth 
and stone, and tl considerable numl~er ofhroken jars scattered 

, about, and some whole, ill which the PCfUVl<.til wille and 
liquors of the country arc preserved. ,Yc also fou.nd .Jaggers, 

, nails, and other implclllents. The waterillg-place of the 
Buccaneers was at this t.ime (tbe latter parl of .. '\ pril or hegin
ning of May) entirely dried lip, and there was oilly fouut! a 
small rivulet hctwcl' n two hills running into tIlt; sea; the 

, Northernmost of wtlirh hills 1(lrmS the South point of Presh 
, Ifate'" B(/!!. There is plenty of wood. but that ncar the shore 
, is not large enough le)l' other usc than firc-wo()(l. JIl the 
, mountains the trce~ Illay be larger, :t8 they grow 10 the 
'sulllmits. I do not think the watcrillg-plaec we saw js the 
, ollly one on the ]sland, Hnd I have no doubt, if wells werc 
, dug nny whefC heneath the hills, all(i not Ileal' 1hc lagoon 

behind the sundy beach, that fl'e~h water woulLi be founo ill 
, great plenty": 

Since Captain Coluct's Voyage, Captain Du\,jd Porter of the 
American U Iliicd Stales' li'igatc Essex, has seen and given 
descriptiolls of the Ga/aprrgfJli lslands. He relates an anccdote 
which accords with Captain Col net's opinion of' there being 
fr~sh water at King JallldlJ bland. He landec.l, on its 'Vest 
side. t()Ur goals (one male and three female) and some sheep, 
to gra~e. As tbey were tame and of their own accord kept near 
the landing-place, they were left every night without u keeper, 
nnd water was carrico to them in the morning. 'But one morning, 
, aher they had been on the Island several days and nights. 

, the 

• C"lm:l', VO!luge tu tilt Pari/ie, pp. IS6.7. 
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, the person who attended them went on shore afi ugual to gi.\ic 
, them water, but no goat .. were to be fopnd : they had all as 
, wit.h one accord disappeart~cI. Several persons were sent to 
, search after them for two or three clays, hut without success.' 
Captain PortH concluded that they had f()und fresh water in 
the interior of t.he hll:l.nd~ and chose to rt~lIlain Ilcar it. • One 
, filet,' he sa.y~, • wn!O lloticcd by lIlyseif and many others, the 

day preced ing their departure, which must. lead us to bdiCVt~ 
, that something more lllall chance direcled their movelllents, 
, wllich is, that they all drallk an unusual quantity of wate-I" on 

, that day, as though they had determined to provide thclllsdvcs 
with a supply Lo enable them to reach the rnuuntain~ *: 
Da"is and his men IH~d leisure for seah'h aut! t.o mal<e every 

kind of experiment; bllt no one of his part'y has given all.Y 

description or account of what was transacted at. the Galapagos 

in this hi,:, t.hird visit. Light, howc\'cr, has been derived from 
Jate yoyages. 

lI03 

CHAP.)'. 

AI III\' 
Galal'Hgos 

l sla[J{k 

It has been generally bclievrd, but not tiil lately ascertained, 'fhe blanrl 
:-\1,· Maria tIl! 

that Davis passed most of the timo be was amongst the Gala· rAgllutlu, 

Pa!!os, at an Island which the Spaniards have designated by the a (1 ·~ ;\I"{·t' l~il,'K 
. J I' lie..: 01 llC 

name of S'" ltJaria. de l' Agllarla., ctJllcp.rning the situation of lluccaucer~. 
which the Spaniards as well as geographer8 of other countries 
have disagreed. A Spanish pilot reported to Captain " 'ondes 
Rogers that SI" JlrJaria de l'Aguada Jay by itselt~ (i. e. was not. one 
of a groupe of Islands) in latitUlle 10 £0' or I 0 30~ S, was a 
pleasant }Slaml, well stocked with wood, and with plenty of fresh 
watert. Moil, DeVaugondy, and others, combining the accounts 

gIven 

.. Journal tif a Cruize to tlte Pacijic OemTl, by Captain David Porler, in tIle !lear.~ 
1812.13 &. ,814. 

t Cruuing /'"Q!lage round the World, b!l Cnptnill Woodes Rogers, ill the .'/ftllrs 

1108 to 1111, PI" 211 and 265, 2d edition. London, )71~. 

'lJD2 
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t: 11 /I. 1'. 17· given by IYo.mpicr and \Voodes H.ogers, have placed a $1" Ma1"ia 
~ 

St· MlU'illde de l',Aguada several degrees to the Westward of the wholp. of 

J'Aguadll. Cowley's groupe. Don .Antonio de Ulloa. on the contrary, has 
laid it down as one of the Galapagos Isles, Lut amo1lg the 
most South-eastern of the whole groupe. More consonant with 
recent intonnation, l">ascoe Thomas, who sailed round the world 
with Commodore Anson, has given from a SpanisH. manuscript 
the situations of different Islands of the Galapagos, and among 
them that of S'· lJ-Iaria de l'Aguada, The most " 'estern ill the 
Spanish list published by Thomas is named St~ Margarita, and 
is the same with the Albcmm'{c l$lalld in Cowley's charI:. The 
SI. l1!a1'ia de I'Aguada is sct down in the same Spanish list in lati
tude 10 I o~ S, und 19 tJiinutcs in longitude more East thall t.he 
lungitude given of St- Afargm'ita, which situation is due South 
of Cowley's King James's bland. 

Captain Colncl saw land due South of King James's lslmuf, 
wllich he did not anehOl' at or examine, and ap{Jcars to have 
mistaken for the Kiug Cltarles',~ islaud of Cowley's chart. On com
paring Captain Col net's chart with Cowley's, it is evident that 
Captaiu Col net has given the name of L01'd Chatham's Isle to 
Cowley's King Charles's Is/a1ld, the bearings and distance from 
the South end ,of Albemarle Illland being the same in butll, 
i. c. due East about ~o leagues. It follows that the C/tarles 
Island of Col net's chart was not seen by Cowley, and that it is 
the S" Maria de l' Agauda of the Spaniards. It bas lately been 
f.e'luented by English and by American vessels employed in the 
South Sea Whale .Fishery, who have found a good barbour 011 

its North side, wilh wood and fresh water; and marks are yet 
uiscoverable that it was formerly a careening place of the 
buccaneers. 1\fr. Arrowsmith has added this harbour to Captain 
eolnet's chart, on the authority of information communicated 
by the mastcr of a South Sea "haler. 

From 
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}'rom Captain David Porter's Journal, it appeal's that the (: II A P. )7. 

watering-place at S~ llIal'ia de I'Aguada,is three miles distant ~ 
from any part of the sea-shore; alld that the supply it yidds is l'Aguada. 

not constant. On arrivillg a second time at the Galapagos, in 
the latter part of August, Captain Porter sent a boat on shore 
to this lslanrl. Capta.in ·Portrr relates, • 1 gave directiolls that 

our former watering-places there should he examined, out 

, was intormed. that tlley were entirely lhied up: 
Cowley's chart, being original, a buccaneer perJorlllance, 

and not wllOlly out or use, is anuexed to this account; with the 
insertion, in unshaded outline, of the S jlIaria de {A !£ I,~ adu., 

according to its situation wilh respect to Albemarle bland, as 
laid down in the last edition of CaptatH Colnct's chart, pub· 
lished by Mr. Arrowsmitll. This ulla\'oidal)ly IIlakes a lliderclIce 
in the latitude cqual to the ulf'il:rencc betwecn Cowley's and 
Captain Coilld's latitud e of the South end of A/bollarie Island. 
In Captain Colne1's chart., the North cnd ()r8r~ .Alal'ia de I'Agulllla 

is laid down in 1" 15' S. 
The voyage of t.he Essex gives reasonable expectation of' all 

improved chart of the Galapagos I.~[e!J, tbe Rc\" . . Mr. ,Adams, 
who sailed as Chaplain ill that expeditiun, havillg cmpluyc,d 
himself acti\'e1y in surveying them. 

When the season approaehl'u for making Hie passagp. round 
Cape Horne, Davis and his cOlllpany quittt:J their retreat. Tht.: 
date of tbcir sailing is not gi\·en. Wafer relates, • !-'rolll tile 
, Galapagos l!Jlund, we went again t()f the Southward, illtt'lu/illg 
, to tuuch no where till we callie to the Islalld JI.IlW femamln:. 
, III OUf way thither, being in the latitude of I~" :w' S, <Hid 

, about I ~O leagut·s from the main of Aml:l'ica, about four 
, dclock. in , the morning, our ship kit a terrihle shol:k t ~o 

, sudden and violent that we took it luI' granted ~he hud struck 
, upon a rock. When the allla~emeut was a JiuJe over, we 

, cast 

Dilvi ~ "a ils 
;;'_'111 lIlI' 

(;1J11I1' ;Jg., ~ 
10 III<' 

SOlitilly"nJ. 
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C 11 A p, 11.' cast the fead and soundr:d, but found no ground, so we con-. ' 

1687. 'eluded it must certainly he some earthquake. The sea, which 
, oTdinarily looks green, seemed then of a whitish colour; and 
c the water which we took up in the buckets for the ~hip's 
, usc, we fonnd to be a little mixed with sand. Some time 

after, we hean1 that at that very time, there was an ca'fth
quake at Callao, which did mischief both there and at Lima: 

Tshlll(1 ' Hal'ing recovered our fright, we kept on to the Southward. 
di9c~;~(,f\!(1 , 'Ve steered S bE t Easterly, until we carne to the latitude 

.Edw,1)"v; s. , of 27- 20' S, when about two hours before day, we fell in with 
, a smaH lour sandy Island, and heard a great roaring noise, 
, Jike that of the sea hCUlillg upon the l'hore, right :-tilead of 

the ship. Whcreurron, fearing to fall foul upon the shOl'e 
before day, the ship was put ahclIIt . . So ·we phed off till day, 

, and then stood in again with the land, which proved to be a 
• small flat Island, without the guard of any rocks. We stood 
, in within a quarter of a mile of the shore, and could see it 
,. plainly, for it was a clear morning. To the 'Vestwaru, about. 
, twelve leagues hy judgement, we !!law a range of high land, 
, which we took to be Islands, for there were sc\'cral partitions 
, in the prospect. This land seemed to reach about 14 or 
, 16 leagues in ,0. range, and there came thence great flocks of 
'fow)s. I, and many of' our men would have made this Jand, 
• and have gone ashore at it, hut the Captain would not permit 
• us. The small Island bears from Copiapo almost due East 
• [West was intended] 500 leagues, and from the 'Galapagos 
, under the line is distant 600 leagues·: 

Dampier was not present at this discovery; but he met his 
old Commander afterwards, and relates information he received 
concerning it in the following "orels. • Captain Davis told me 
• lately, that after his departing from us at Ria Lua, he went, 

6 , after 

• Wufty, Yoyagn; p. :14 &. seq. 



IN THE SOUTH SEA. 207 

~ ,after several traverses, to the Galapagos, and tlrat standing (; 11" ... Jj. 
'---...--' 

, thence Southward for wind to bring hi~ll about the Tierra cld 1687. 

, Fuego, in the latitude of 27- S, about soo Jeagues fmlll Copa.lfapo .hhllld 

, on the coast of Chili, he saw a 5111all sandy Island just by d,s(~)~~\:n'tl 
C him i and that they saw to the'Vestward of it a .Jung tract Edw.hwis . 

• of pretty bigh land, tending away toward the NW out 
, of sight •. ~ 

Qut!stion 
wll(:tiJl'l" 
E.lwllrtl 
I)u \" is'" 

The two preceding paragraphs contain the whole which 
either in Wafer or Dampier is said COTH'l',ming this land . The 
apprehension of being late iu the st'ttSOIi fc) .. the passuge round 

Land and 
Cape I-Jor1le seems to have deterred Val'is from makillg eXa mi- Easler 

nation of his discovery. The Jatitude and specified distance ~f~~n:\:::: 
from Copiapo were partJCulurs suflicicllt 'lu direct future search ; Lund, or 

• clitlcrcnl. and twenty~6ve years afterwards, ,Iacob Hog-gew(:'in, a Dutch 
navigatGr, guided hy those marks, tilun<i Jand; but it being 
more distant from the Americall Continent than stated by 
Davis or Wafer, Hoggt'wcill duilllcd it as a new discovery. A 
more convenient place t()r disClI!;sillg this point, wllich h:'ls beln 
a lasting sul~jcct of dispute alllong geographers, would be in an 
.account of Roggeweill's voyage ; but a few remarks here may 
be satisfactory. 

Wafer kept neither journal nor reckoning, his profession not 
being that of a mariner; and from circulTIstances whidl occur 
.in Davis's navigation to the Atlantic, it may reasonably be 
doubted whether a regular reckoning or journal was kept by 
any ~rson on board; and whether the 500 JCHgUC8 <listance 
of the small Island from the American coast mentioned by 
Davis and Wafer, was other than a conjectured distance. They 
.had no ~uperior by wholll a journal of their proceedings would 

be required or expected. If a regular journal had really been 
kep!"jt would most probably have found it. way to the press. 

Jacob 

• Dampier, Vor. 1. Chap. 13, P.35';: , 
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~~ Jacoh ROggeweio, "the Dutch Admiral, was more than any 
QUCltion other navigator, willing to give himself the credit of making new 

concerning discoveries, as the following extracts from the JO\1rnal of his 
Davis's 

Land and expedition will evince. 'We looked for 11o.kin8', MaideR Land, 
J~"d. 'but could not find it; but we discovered au Island' 200 

, leagues in circuit, in latiturle 5" 5, about !lOO leagues distant 
" to the East of the coast of South America, whien we named 
, Belgia Austral: That is as much as to say, Admiral Rogge
weill could not find Hawkins', Maiden Lalld; but he discovered 
land on the same 'pot, which he named Belgia Austral. After
wards, proceeding in the same disposition, the .TournaI rela.tes, 
, We directed our course from Juan Fernandez to\Vards Davis', 

Lal/d, but to the great astonishment ?f the Admiral (Rogge
wein) it was not seen. I think " we eitp-er missed it, or that 

, there is no such land. We went on towards the West, and on 
I the anniversary of the Resurrection of our Saviour, we came 

in sight of an Island. We named it' Paa.chen or O.ter Eyland/ 
"(i. e. Easter Island): 

Pao!chell or Easter bland according to modem charts and. 
observations, is ne.-'lrly 690 leagues distant from Copiapo, wh&ch 
is in the same parallel on the Continent of America. The state
ment of Davis ~nd Wafer nJakes the diRtance on1y 51£ Jeagues, 
wl'ich is a difference of 178 leagues. It is not probable tbat 
Da"is could bave had good information of the longitudes of the 
Galapago. Island. alldCopi"po; but with every allowance,lo large 
au ~rror as 1 ; 8 leagues in a run of 600 leagues might bethought 
illcro.dible, ifitt possibility had nol been demonstrated by a much 
greater being made by the same perooos in tbi. 118"'" bouoe ... rd 
p ... age; as will be related. In the latitude andappearaoceoftbe 
land, the descriptions of Davis and Wafer are correct, E",'r 
lslatld being a mountainous land, which will make partitioQl 'in 
the distant prospect and appear like a number of Island .. 

, , Roggewein', 
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Roggewein's claim to Poasc"cn or RUIter 1:J1(l1J(/ as It uew Co II It. 1'. 17. 

c.liscover.r has had countenance and support from geographers, (::::; 
some of the first eminence, but has been made a subjl~et 1)11,,1'$',. 

.Lund lind 
of jealous contest, and not of impartial ;m,'estigation. .If Ea~tcr 

Roggewein discovered an Island farther to the ·'Vest of tile ItJluul. 

American coast than Davil/s Land, it IlItist follow that Dav.is's 
land lies betweeuhig discovery and the Continent; but t.hat part 
of the South Sea baR been so much explored, that if nn," high 
land had existed hetween Easter IslalHi and the AnH'ri('ull 

coast, it could not ha\'e escaped being known. There is not 
the least improbabjlit,y that ,ships. in making a pnssagG from 
the Galapagos blclJ through the Suuth East tracie-wind, shall 

• come in'to tlie nejghboul'~ood of Ea.vtcl' I.vlalld. 

'Edward Dl\\li~ hets generally been thought a nath'c of 
"Ellgla,ul, but acc.onling to ·Lussan, and nothing appears to the 
contrary. he was a Ilative of llot/and. The nntjority of the 
Buccaneers in tht~ ship. however, were British. How far to that 
source .may be traeed lilt.' disposition to r~fusc the Buccaneers 
the"credit,of -,the discovery, and how much national partia)ilies 
"have ' contributed to the di s pllt~. may he judged froln this eir· 
cUlHstance, that Easter bland being Duvis',~ La1ld has ne,'er beeR 
doubted by Britisll geographers, and has bccn.yucstiollcd only 
by tho~e of oth~r nations. 

, 'J'be merit of t.he discovery js nothing. for the Bu(:caneers 
were not in ~eRrch of land, but came witbout design in sight uf 
it, and would not look at what they had accident.ally t()und. 
And,,'Y·he.ther the disccl\'cry is to be attributed to Edwurd Davis 
or to , his' Cl;~Wt' OUgllt to he cs'tcemcd of lit.tle conCCf[] to the 
nations of which ·they were natives, sceing the discoverers were 
men 'outlawed;,' aDd whose ' acts wcre disowned by the gO¥ern
lll'tlnts of their countries. 

VOL. IV. E J~ 'Pussiug 
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,eftA P. 1~. Passing ·from co'DlillJerations of clnims to con"ideration of the 
Con~in~ fact ;-there is not the smaHest pIca for qUefitioning, nor ha.1 any 
t!!'d'i:d one questioned the truth of the Buccaneer'S having discovered 
Ea.... a high Island We,t of the American CO.8t, in or near the lati
lolaod. tude of ~7·S. If different from Ea,ter Island, ' it must be 

At the 
Island 
JUIlU 

'Fcruundez. 

supposed to be situated between that and the Continent. But 
however much it has been in.isted or argued thRt· En,ter I.lalld 
is not Davis', Land, no chart h., yet pretended to shew two 
separate Islands, one for Ed,vard Davis's discovery, and one for 
Roggewein·s. The one Island known has been in constant requi
sition for double duty; and mu~t continue so until another 
Island of the same d""cription shall be found. 

Davis arrived at Ju;;" F~rn~ndfz C at ,the latter end of the year: 
and careened there. Since the Buccaneers were last at the 
Island, the Spaniards had put dogs on sbore, for the purpose of 
killing the goats. Many, however, found place, among preCI-
pices, where the dogs could not get lIt them, and the Bucca
neers shot as many as ser~ed for their daily consumption. Here 
again, five men of Davis's crc\v, who had gamed- away their 
money, ' and were unwilling to return out of these seas as poor 
as they came in; determined on staying at Juan FeNlandez, to 
take the chance of some other buccaneer ship, or privateer, 
touching at the Island. A canoe, arms, ammunition, and various 
implements were given to them, "ith a stock of maize 'for 
planting, and some for their immediate subsistence; and each of 
the," gentlemen had a negro attendant landed witbhim, ' 

From .Juan ' FeNlande., Davi. sailed to the Island. Mocha' and 
Santa Maria, near the Continent, where he expected to -have 
procured provisions, but he found both those Island. deserted 
and laid waste, the Spaniards having obliged the inhabitants 
to remove, that the Buccaneers might DOt obtain 8Ilpply tII ... e. 

The 
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The ~i:iSun was ad\,aDceu, thercfcJrc wit~,out cKpending more 
time in searching for provisions, they bent their course South
ward. 'rilE'Y passed round Cape Hamt: without seeing land, uut 
fell in with many },land. of ice, and mn .0 far Eastward before 
they vcntured to steer a Northerly course, that afterwards, when, 
in the parallel of the River d< lid'laia, they steered W .. tward to 
make the American coast, which they believed to be only one 
hundrf:d leagues distant, they Mailed 'tour hundred and finy 
, leagues to the West in the same latitude: before they C8J'le in 
sight ofland ; whence many began to apprehend they were still 
in the Sout" Sea ., and this belief would have gained ground, if a 
lIight of locu.ts had not alighted on the .hip, which a stroug 
lIun'Y of wind had blown off from the Alnerican coast. 

They arrived in the TYest lndie.~ in the spring of the year t 688, 
at a time when a proclamation had recently been issued. 
oflcring the King's pardon to all Buccaneers who would quit 
that way of life, and claim the benefit of the proclamation. 

It was not the least of fortune's favours to this crew of Buc
caneers, that they should find it in their power, without any 
care or forethought of their own, to terminate a long course of 
piratical adventures in quietness and security. Edward Dav!s 
was afterwards iu England, as appears by the notice given of his 
discovery by William Dampier, who mentions llim aJwaYA with 
pet:uliar respect. rrhough a Buccaneer, he was a man of much 
sterling worth; being an exceUent Commander, courageous, 
never rash, and endued in a superior degree with prudence, 
moderation, It.nd steadiness j qualities in which the Buccanc...'ers 
generally have been most deficient. Hi. character is not .tained 
with acts of cruelty j on the contrary, wherever he COIlll

mlUlded, he r .. trained the ferocity of hi. compaolOns. It i. 

• Wl!In'$ rryyagu, p. ~~O. 
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~ no small te~timony of ",his abiHties that the whole of the Bucca-
1688. neer! in the South 'Sea during his time, in every enterprise 

wherein he bore part:'vo]untariJy placed thetnselvcfI .undcr hi:i 
guidance, and paid him obedience as· their leader; and no 
symptom occurs of their having at any . time wavered in this 
rc~pcct, or shewn inclination to set up a rival a~thority. It 
may almost be said, that the only matter in whioh they were 
not capricious was their confidence in his management., and in 
it they found their advantage. if not their preservation. 
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C II A P. XVIII. 

Adventures rif Swan and Townley on the COf/,<;t 'If New Spain, 
until theh' Separation. 

213 

THE South Sea adventures of the buccanecrChiefDavi!i ,CHAI',IS; 

being brought to a conclusion, the next related will he. 
those of Swan and his crew in the Cygne t, they being tlll~ first 
of the Buccaneers who after the battlc in the Ba.lf of J>anama 
left the South SM. 'William Dampier whu was in Swan's ship, 
kept a Journal of their proceedings, whi<!h is published, and the 
manuscript also has been preserved. 

Swan and Townley, the reader may recollect, were left by 

:::\wnn 
IIml 

Townley. 

Edward Davi!!l in the harbour of R.ia L c.:ra, in the latter part of Augu~t . 

A~gu.t 1685, and had agreed to keep company together West-
ward towards the entrance of the Gulf' of C"lijrm,ia. 

They remained at Ria Le:ra some days longer to take in fresh Btul W ilIer, 
, d h I autIULlh~':I I-\Vater, ' such as it was, an ' t €Oyexperiencec from it the same thiuess or 

bad effects which it had on lJavis'~ men; for, joined to the Ititl l.(~);.". 

unwholesomeness of the place, it produced a Illalignant · fever, 
by. which several were carried off. -

On September the 3d, they put to sea, four sail ill company, S.'pl~· I1 ,l.u,> r. 

'i. e. .'ibe Cygnet, Townley's ship, and two tenders; the total of ~)u ti,,; . 
. C()a~t 01 

the c.rews bemg 340 men. New Spain. 

Tne: ..... 00 was not favomable for getting Westwllrct along 
thi's 'coast; ,We!Sterly winds were prevalent, and scarcely a day 
passed .without one:·or · two vioJept tornadoes, Wllich were . .,- Tornadoes. 

companied :,vith,. rrightful flashes of lightning, and claps of 
tbunder; ~ the like,' says Dampier,_ 4 I did · never meet with 
, before ,i nor' , since.' These tornudoes gencralfy came out of 

the 
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~. the N E, very fierce, and did not last long. When the tornnclo 
1685. was passed, the wind"again settled " !cstward. On account. of 

Septellloco·. these .torms, Swan and Townley kept a large offing; but 

Co
On tiler towards the end of the month, the wt~ather became settled. 

as\. 0 . 

New Spain. On the 24th, Townley, and 106 men in nine canoes, went 
on Westward, whilst the .hips lay by two days with furled sails, 
to give them time to get well lorivard, by which. they would 
come the more UDf'xpct'tcdly upon any place along the coast. 

Octobcr. Townley proceeded, wilhout flnuing harbour or inlet, to the 
&y of l'ecuantt'peque, where putting ashore at a sandy beach, 
the Canoe!l ,,'ere all oversct by the surf, one man drowned, nlHl 

some muskets lost. Townley however drew the canoes up ~Iry, 
and marched into thc,,"-ountry; but notwith!tanding that tIlt~y 
had not discovered any inlet OIi the coast, they found the couutry 
intel'1lCcted with great creeks not lord able, and were lorced 
to return to tbeir canoe.. A body of Spaniards and Indinns 
came to reconnoitre them, from. the town of Tecuunttpeque, to 
seek which place was the chief purpose of the Buccaneers when 
they landed. 'The .Spanish books; says Dampier, 'mention 
, a large river th~rr., but whetber·it WSij run away at this time, 
, or rather t.hat Captain Townley and his men were shortsighted. 
, I know not; but they did not find it: 

October the 2d, the canoes returned to the s1.ip', The wind 
was fre.h and fair from the EN E, and they sailed Weatward, 
keeping within sbort distance of the sbore, but found neither 
h.rhour nor opening. They had ,ouDdings all ·the way, . the 
depth being 21 fathoms, a cOIl ... e ... ndy bottom: at eigbt miles 
distance from the land. Having run about 110 leagu,," a1DOg 

hlund tlw; coast, they came to a small high Island call.d Tangola, ·au 
Tangol,. which they found woo.! and water; and near it, good anchorage. 

, This bland is about a I~ague distant from the main, wl!ich 
, is pretty high; and savannah land by the sea; but within !,e.lId 

, it 
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, It IS higher aod woody.'-' We coasted a leag'Uc farther, C HAl'. lR • . 
, and came to Guatuico, in latitude J 5" :30', which is one of the 16R5. 

, best ports in this Kingdom of Mexico, Near a mile trom the Octohc,. 

, mouth of the harbour, on the East sine, is a little Island close Guatulcn• 

, by the main-land, On the West side of the mouth of Ibe EI n"",,",,, 
'I bo' h II I h' h L I 'I k a ,po",;", tal' Uf, IS a great 0 ow roc {, W Ie "y t JC contlOUS WOf· Hoek . .... 

, iog of tbe sea in and out, makes a gre" t noise, and may be 
• heard a great way; every surge that comes in, forc{~!i the 
C water out at a httle hole at the top, as out of a pipe, fl'om 

, whence it flies out just like the blowing of a whale, to which 
, the Spaniard. liken it, and call. it EI B~tl'ado,'e, Even at the 
I calmest seasons, the beating of the sea makes the water spout 

out at the hole, so thnt this is always""-ll good oJark to find 
, the harbour of GuatliZcQ by. The hurbour runs in N\V, is Th~ 

L I 'I I d 'I b I TI 'V 'd H,,,l>ou, of , al10ut t lree D;l1 ('S c eep, an one ml e roac. ' le est !II C Guftlul(.'o. 

4 of the harhonr is the best for small ships to ritle in: any 
, where else yon are open to SW' winds; which often 'blow here. 
, 1'here is clean ground filly where, and good gradual soundings 
, from 16 to 6 fathoms: it is bounded by n smooth sandy shore, 
, good for landing; and at the bottom of the harbour is a fine 
, brook of ·fresh wuter running into the sea. The country 
, is extraordiJlary pleasant and delightful to behold at " 
, distance': it'" 

~'here appeared to be so few inhabitants at Ibis part of the 
coest, that the Buccaneers were not afraid to land their sick. 
A party ·of meD went Eastward to seek lilT houses Dnd inha
bitants, and at u. league distance ,·rom Guatulco they found a ri ver, 
named by y:.e Spaniards El Caplllita, which had a swift current, 
aod was deep at ·the entrance. The:-y took a tew lndians pri!!OlUIP, 
butlearut lIothin!! ofthe country from them, 0" the 6th,TOIvnley 
.... ~ 1.:4.0 men marched fourteen miJe~d.n)and, and in all that wny 

. found 

• Dampitr,· Vol.!, Chllp. 8. 
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C II A P. 18. found on]yone small Indian village, the inha.bitants of which 
~ 

,685, cultivated and ' cured a plant called Villel/o, which grows on 
October. a vine, and is used" to perfume cbocolate, ·and sometimes 
Vinello. tobacco. 

or Va.nillu., 
a Plant. The loth, the canoes were sent We!iltward ; aDd on the ~gtht 

the ships followed, the crews being well recovered oftbe 'Ria Lexa 
fever. 'The coast (from Guotuteo) lies along West and ' a little 
, Southerly for gO or so leagues-: On accou"t of a c",",,;nl 
which set Eastward, they anchored near a: small green filland 

Isla1ll1 named Sacrificio, about a league to the ,"Vest of Gu,atuico, and 
Sacrificio. half a mile. -fl'Olll the main. In the channel between, was £I\'C 

or six fathoms depth, and the tide ran there very swift. 
Pm' They advanced Westward; but slowly. The canoes were 

dl' ADgt.-ks. again O\'erset in attempting to']and neaT P.ort de Angeles, at "

place where cattle were seen feeding, and 8'lolher man was 
drowned. Dampier says, 'We were at this time abreast of 

Pm·t· de Angeles, hut those who had gone in the canoe!S did 
not know it, bt:cau.se the Spaniards describe it to be ·us 

, good a barbour as GUlltU/CO. It is a ' hroad open bay I·with 
, two or three rocks at the West side. There itt good anchorage 
• all over the bay in depth from so to 12 tathoms, but you are 
• open to all winds till you come into 1 £ fathoms, and then YOli 
, are sheltered from the ,,,,'S\'\', which i:. here t.he co'm'~on ; t"rade

'wind. ~lt'w al.\\"ay~ is a great swell, and ·)K.nding it: had.· ~.ibe 
place of landlllg I!; e1o~e by the '\lest Side, 'behlnd . :.(.#ew 

' .rock8. Lat.itude ISO N. The tide rises about five ·teet,;;:.i.r"·The 
.' land round lJort de A1Igell' is pretty high, tile ' earth aandy 

Hnu yellow, in ·some places red: Tllc Buccaneere . Jallrl8(i; at 
~I't de A"gei .. , lind supplied themselves with "a~;.. bO!(S, 
poultry, maize, and •• 11; and a large party ·of· tliem 'remained 
j(,.,liug lilree days at a . .furm-qouse. The.llTth, ,, tlICY sili/fd 
on Wcstwnrd. 

• Ihmpitr, Vol. I, Chap. g •. 
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Some of their canoes in seeking Port de Angeles had been as ~~. 
far Westward as Acap"lco. In their way- back, they iound a ,6",. 
river, into which they went, and filled fresh water. Afterwards, Oclt,.ber. 

h Ii h Coast of 
they entered a lagune or lake of salt water, were s crmen New Spaiu. 

had cured, and stored up fish, of which the Buccsneers took 
away a qU8utity. 

On the e""ning of the ~7th, Swan and Townley anchored in 
16 fathoms depth, near a small rocky Island, six leagues We,t
wsrd of Port de Angeles, and about half a mile distant from the 
main land. The next day they sailed on, and in the night of 
the 28th, being abreast ·the lagune above mentioned, a canoe 
manned with twelve men was sent to bring off more of tbe 
fish. The entrance into the lagune was"'not more than pistol-
shot wide, and on each 'side were rocks, high enough and con-
venient to skreen or conceal men. The Spaniards having 
mOle expectation of this second visit than they had ofthe first, 
a party of them, provided with muskets, took station behind 
these rocks. They waited patiently till the cnnoe of the Buc-
caneers WIl8 fairly within the lagune, and then fired their volley, 
and wounded five men. Thp, huccaneer crew were not a little 
surprised, yet returned the fire; but not daring to repass tire 
barrow entrance, they rowed to the middle uf the lagune, 
wbere ,they lay outof the reach of shot. There 'was 110 other pas-
eage out.'but the ODe by which they had entered, which besides 
being so narrow 'was a quarter of a mile in length, and it was 
10\1. desperate an undertaking to attempt to repass it. Not 
knowing what else to do, they lay.estill two whole days and 
three nights in hop.,. of relief trom the .hips. 
. It w"" .notan uncommon circumstance among the Buctla
Peera.' for parties sent away on any particular design, to un
dertake some new adventure i,' the. loag absence of the canoe 
therefprecre&ted 'little surprise in the ships, which layoff at sea 
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waiting wiltout illlicitude for her relurn; till Townley's "hip 
happening to stand Ilearer to tbe .hore tban the reot, heard , 
muskets lired in the lago.me. He then ocnt a strong pa.ty in hi. 
canoes, which obJi/!tld the Spaniards to retreat from the rocks, 
and leaYe the PlllKgC free for the bitherto penned-up Baoca-
ncers. Dampier gives the latitude of this laguM, • about 
J6· ~O'N: 

They CQUted on Westward, witil fair weather, and a Ourreftt 
oetting to the Weol. On November the 2d, tbey paned a rock 
called by the Spaniards the A/calra. (Pelican.) 'Five or six 
• miles to tb~ West of the rock are s",'en or eight white cliff's, 
, which are remark'able, because there ore none other so white 
• and so thick togethl!r on all the COIut. A dangcrous ohoa! 
, lies S b W from thea. cliff's, four or live miles oft' at oc.. Two 

Ri.", '0 ~>C • leagues tn the West of these cliff', io a prelly large river, whicb 

'~I °':"1''1 'forms a small bland at its mouth. The channel on the Eaot Ie ...., IllS. 

Snook, 
:l Fish. 

, .ide is ohoal and Bandy; tbe We.t channel is deep enough for 
, Qanoes to enter: The SpaniRI·d. had raioed a breaotwork OIl 

tho bauk. of this channel, ano they made a .bow of resi.ling 
the Buccouee ... ; but seeing they were determintld .... Iaading, 
Ihey quitted tho place; on which Dampier honelUy remarko, 
• Olle chief reas,:", wb,. Ihe Spaniard. are so frequently routed 
, by us, though much our superiors jn number, is,. their waot of 
• fire-arms; fnr they have but few un leas IIMr their a,~ . , , 
, garnSQn~. 

A large quanlity of I8lt intended for salting the li.h <lIaught 
in Ibe lagune, was tum here. Dampier say., 'The ioh ill 
, these lag un.os were of a kino called Snook ..... hich .... e neither 
• ·_fisb Bar fresh-water fish ; it is about a foot long, rBulld, and 
• as I"ick aa the small of a mao', leg, has a pretty loog h ....... 
, whitish sca1es, and is good meat.' 

A Mulatto whom the,' took prisoner told tbe. that 8 ,hlp 
of 
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of twenty guns had lately afrived at Acapulco from Lima. 0." A P. ,8. ------Townley and his crew had long been dissaJ;isfied with their ship; ,6~5 , 

and in hopes of getting a better, they stood towards the har- No'cml~" 

bour of Acapulco. On the 7th, they mtlde the high land over H ' 7
l
th
r· • • • Ig I ,,"lmi 

Acapfllcn, • which IS remarkable by a round hill standmg of 

, hetween two other hill,; both higher, the Westernmost of Acapulco . 

• wbieh i. tile biggest alld the highest, and has two hillocks 
• like two paps at the top.' Dampier give. the latitude of 
Acapulco 17' N •. 

Thi~ was not neal' the usual time p-ither of the departure Ol 

of tbe arrival of the Manila ships, and except at those times, 
Acapulco is almo.t de .. erted on account of the situation being 
unhealthy. Acapulco i •. described hot, UDwhol,",ome, pestered 
with gnats, and having nothing good hut the harbour. Mer
chants depart from it as soon as they have transacted. their 
busine". l'ownley accordingly expected to bring off the Lima 
ship quietly, and with little trouble. In the evening of the 7th, 
the ships being then so far from land that they could not be 
descried, Townley with 1+0 men departed in twelve canoes for 
the harbour of Acopulco. They did not reach Port Marq"" till 
the second night; and on the third night they rowed softly and 
unperceived by the Spaniards into AC(lpulco .Hurbour. 'fhey 
found the Lim. ship moored close to the castle, and, after 
1'efi;onnaitriag, thought it would not be in their power to bring 
IIer QIf; 80 th~y paddled back quietly out of the harbour, aod 
""tamed to their ships, tired and di~pointed. 

West"ard from the Port of AcapiJco, they passed a sandy 
00,. or beach above twenty leagues in length, tht sea all the 

... ay 

• Late Ob.ervatioruJ place 4.capulco in latitude 16- 50' 41'1 N, and longitude 
locfo'-WetC. of Grtt1ttftch. 

S.ndy 
Beach, 

W est of 
Acapulco . 




