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~. way heat.in)!; with such force on the .hore that a buat could not 
1685. approach with safety: 'There was clean anchoring ground at. 

November. ' a mile or two from the shore. At the West end of this Bay, 
Hill of 'in 17° 30' N, is the Hill of Petaplan, which is a round point 

Pelaplau. 
, stretching out into the sea, and at a di8tance seems an Is1and -.' 
This was reckoned twenty-five leagues from Acapulco. A little 
to the West of the hill are several round white rocks. They 
sailed within the rocks, having 11 fathoms depth, and anchored 
on the NW side of the hill. Their Mosquito men took hMP 

some small turtle and small jew-fish. 
They landed, and at an lndian village took a Mulatto 

woman and her chiJdren, whom they carried on board. 'I'hey 
Jearnt from her that ~cara\'an drawn hy mulcs was going with 
flour and other goods to Acapulco, but that the carrier had 
stopped on the road from apprehension of the Buccaneers. 

Chequetan. The ships weighed their anchors, and ran about two leagues 
farther Westward, to a place called Cheque/an, which Dampier 
thus describes: 'A mile and a balf from the .hore is a small 
• Key (or Island) anrl within it i. a very good harbour, where 
, ships may careen: here is also a Imall river of fresh water, 
, and wood enough: 

14th . . On the 14th, in the morning, anout a hundred Buccaneers set. 
oft'in search of the carrier, taking the woman prisoner for a 
guide. They landed a league to the West of Cheque/an, a~ a 

fulapa. place called Estapa, and their conductress led tbem through a 
woorl, by the side of a river, about . a league, which ·brought 
them to a ,",vannah full of cattle; ond here at a farm-house 
the carrier and his mule. were lodged. He had .0 packs. of 
flour, some chocolate, sman cheeses, and earthenware.· 'f'be 
catable., with the addition of eighteen beeves which they 

killed, 
• Dampifr'. 
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killed, the Buccaneers laid on the backs of above' fifty mules 
which were at hand, and drove them to their boats. A present 

• 

l12t 

{'HAl'. 18. 
'---<---' 

l(iSS· 
of c10thcs was made to the woman, and she, with two of her Nm'cmb .. r . 

• children, were set at 1iberty; hut the other child, a boy seven Coast of 

or eight years old, Swan kept, against the earnest intreaties of New Spaiu. 

the mother. Dampier says, 'Captain Swan promised her to 
, make roUGh of him, and was as good fl S his word. He proved 
, afterwards a fine hoy for wit, courage, and dexterity: 

They proceeded Westward along the coast., which was high 
land full of ragged hills, but with pleasant and fruitful vallies 

21St. 

between. The ~5th, they were abreast a hill, ' which towered ]Jill of 
Thdul,an. 

, above his feHows, and was divided in the top, making two 
small parts. It is in latitude ISO 8' N--:- The Spaniards men· 

, tion a town called The/upon near this hill.' 
The 26th, the Captains SlVan and TOlVnley went in the 

canoes with 200 men, to seek the city of (,;olimo, which was 
reported to be a rich place: but their search was fruitless. 
They rowed 20 leagues along shore, and found no good place 
fol' landing; neither did they see house or inhabitant, although 
tbey pa .. ed by a fiue valley, called the Valley of J1aguell!l, 
except that towards the end of thF'ir expedition, they saw 
a horseman, who they suppo,ed had been stationed as a 
sentinel, for he roae off immediately on tllcir appcarance. 
They landed witb difficulty, and followed tbe track of the horse 

.00 the sand, but lost it in tbe wood •. 
On the 28th, tbey saw.the Volcano of Colima, whieh is in about ':!8th. 

ISO 36' N lat.itude, five or six leagues from the sea, and appears Vokanoof 
. CoJillUl. 

WIth two sharp points, from each of which issued flames or 
Iwoke. The Valley of Colima is tcn or twelve leClgues wide by VlIlleyof 

the sea; it abounds in cacao-gardens, fields of corn, and plan- ColilllU. 

taill .walks. The coast is a sandy shore, on whic.h the waves 
beat witb violence. EastlVard of the ValJey tbe land is woody. 

A rirer 
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C" A. P. 18. A river ran ~h~I'e into the sea, with tt shoal or bal' at its entrance, 
~ which boats could not. pas.. On the West .ide of the river w .... 
December. savannah land . 

• 
Sal_guo. December the 1st, they were near the Port of Sitlngttit, which 

Dampier reckoned in latitude IS' 5~' N. He says, ' it is only 
• a pretty deep bay, divided in the middle with a rocky point, 
, which makes, as it were, two harbours·. Ship9 may ride 

secure in either, hut the West harbour is the best: the depth 
, of water is J 0 or 12 fathom, and a brook of fresh water runs 
, into the sea there.' 

Repon of Two hundred Buccaneers landed at Salogt,a, and finding a 
Ci3 ~~::~~C(I broad road which led inJand, they followed it ahout fo~r leagues, 

arrah. over a dry stony coufiiry, m~ch overg~own with short wood, 
without seeing habitation or inhabitant; bnt in their return, they 
met and took pri..,ners two Mulattoes, who informed them that 
the road they h...l been travelling led to a great city called 
Oarrah, which was distant as far 8& a horse will travel in four 
days; and that there was no place of conseqwence nearer. The 
.ame prisoner .aid thp. Maflila ship was daily expected to stop 
at this part of the coast to land passengers; for that the arri.al 
of the ,hips at Acapulco from the Philippin .. commonly hap
pened about Christmas, and scarcely ever more thaD eight or 
ten days before or after. 

Swan and Townley sailed on for Cape Corri.nt... Man, 
among the crews were at this time taken ill with a fever aDd 
.g~c. which left the patients dropsical. Dampier8\\y.,lbe dropey 
is a disease very common on this coast. He was onr of the 
sufferers, and continued ill a long time; and several .died of it.; 

'The Laml The coast Southward of Cape Corritfll .. , is of moderate 
~;:iC~II~t~: height, and full of white cliffs. The inland country is high and 

barren, with sharp pellked hill •• Northward ofthis'rllgged land, 
is 

• See Chart in Spilbeigen·. Voyage. 
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i8 a chain of mountains which terminates Eastward .. vilh a high ell" 1'.18. 

~~ 

steep mountain, which hu three sharp peaks and resembles a J685. 

crown; and is therefore called by the Spaniards Coro"ada. On UccclU~r. 
the 11th tbey came in sight of Cap. Corriente .•. When the Cape c" ,I.., orunal,a 
bore NbW, the Coronada mountain bore ENE -. Hill,. 

On arriving off Cape Corriefltes, the buccaneer vessels spread, Cnp!: 

for the ad,'antage of enlarging tbeir lookout, the Cygnet taking Corn~utcs . 
the outer station at about ten leagues distance from the Cape. 
Provisiona however soon became scarce, on which account 
Townley's tender and some of the canoes were sent to the land 
to seek It .upply. The ""noes rowed up along .hore against 
a Northerly wind to the Bay de VmuJ .. «.; "but the bark could 
not get round Cape Corrient". On the"'8tb, Townley com- IBlh. 

plained he wanted fres1l water, whereupon the sbip, q"itted 
their station lIear the Cape, and sailed to some .mall Islalld. 
{'ollocl the Ke!!s if ClJametl!l, which are .ituated to the SE of 
Cape Carnerates, to take in fresh water. 

Tbe de""rip!iolls of the eoa.t of New SpoiM given by Dampier, 
in hi.; account of his "oyage with the Buccaneers, contain 
many particulars of importance which are not to be found in 
any other publication. Darnpier'ti manuscript and the printed 
Narrative frequently diller, and it i. so,,!etime, apparent that 
the difference is not the effect of inadYerlencet or mistake in 
the press, but that it was intended as a correction from a 
reconsideration of"lbe subject. The printed Narrative .ay. at 
this part, 'Theile Keys or IsllIMS of Chamell!! are about 16 or 
, 18 leagues to Ihe Eastward of Cape C ... rietltes. They are 
, small, low, w·oody, and coy-ironed with rocks. 'l'here ure 
, 6.e of them lying in the form of a half mOOD, not a mile from 
, the shore of the main, and betlVeen them and tbe main land 

IS 

i" " ,... .. .. , . " 

K('\'s or 
JsllliJ(l~ of 
Chamelly. 



BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA 

ell A 1'.18. ' is -very good riding secure from any wind \: In the manu .. 
~ script -it is said, 'the Islands C}'amt'tly make a secure port. 
Dttember. ' They lie eight or ninc leagues from POl't NatJidad: 

Kt'ys or .It is necessary to explain Jhat Dampier, in describing his 
Islands of ~. 

Chametly; navigation along the coast ot Nes Spam, uses the terms East-
. ward and 'Vestward, not according to the precise m.esDing uf 

the words, but to signify being more or less advan~d along tbe 
coast /i·om tbe Bay of Pana.M. By Westward; he invariably 
means more .advanced towards the Gulf 'If California; by 
Eastward, ·the contrary. 

Form a The ships entered witllin the Cltametly l,/and, by the channel 
co lp~:ti.cnt at the SE end, -alld anchored in five fathoms depth, on a bottom 

of clean sand. They.tound there good fre.h water and wood, 
and caught plenty of rock-6~h with hdok .and line. No inha
bitants were seen, but there were huts, made for the temporary 
convenience of qshermen who occasionally went there to fish 
for the inhabitants of the city of La l'uri/icaciJ' •. These Islands, 
forming a commodious port affording fresh water and other 
cOllvenienciest from the smallness of their size are not made 
visible in t.be Spanish charts of the coast of New Spain in 
present uset. Wbilst the sbips watered at the Key. or Isles of 
Chameliy, a party W1\8 sent to forage on the main land, whence 
they carried off about 40 bushels of maize. 

On the 22d, they left the Key' of Chametly, and retumed to 
their cruising station off Cope CON'ientes, "Where they wc;re 
rejoined by the canoes which had beeu to the Day de V.llder ••• 
Thirty •• even men Lad landed there from the canoes, who went 
three miles into the country, where they encountered a bod, of 
Spaniards, consisting both of horse and foot. 'lbe Buccaneers 

took 

• Dampier, Vol. J, P.257. 
t III . urne old manulcript Spsnisb Charts, the eMmelly I,lel are laid clowa 

SE,S ",bout l~ It:al!.uu d.i$taD\ 'from Cape <tornm', •. 
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took beDdit of a sman wood for .belter "I!"in.t t.1u! .. ttack of en <P • • 8. 

the borse,. yet the Spalliardo rode in aqloog them; but tbe ' •685 . • 

SpaDioh Capt.;" aDd .ome of their foremost mell being killed, December. 

t.lte. reot ret .... ted. Foor of the BucclMleers were killed. and 
two d"'perately wOIIIlded. The Spanish infantry were more 
aume""", tban tJ... horse, bal. they did not join K> the attack, 
beC1nlSe they were armed only with Is"" .. and 8wordB; • &lievcr· 
tlleleM: .. yo IlaaJpior •• if I.ey had come in, tbey woold cer· 
• .iDly ~e desb<0yed aU our _0: 'Fhe Boccan"""" conveyed 
their two wounded men to the water side on hor8.e'~ Otle of 
which, .. !uN> they arrived at their can""", they killed ... el dre.t; 
... t w..iBg to ..... tyfft woo tIo. sa.aanah for .. bullock, thoogh 
they","," man.r graaiDg. • ' 

Sw .. aN '1' __ ,. pre!efVeoL thei~ statioD. olf C"pe CON'ie"'" 
orWy till ~e IC'IlI of Janua." 16~6. when their ere .... hoca_ 
impatient for fresh meat, and they stood into the .1l«lI de 
JTandtras, to hunt for beef. The depth of water in this Bay is 
very great, and the ships were obliged to anchor in 60 fathom, . 

• The Valley of Vanderaiis about three leagues wide, with a 
• sandy bay against the sea, nnd smooth landing. In the 
• midst of this bay (or beach) is a fine river, into which boats 
• may enter; but ,t is brackish at the latter part of the dry 
• season, which is in March. and part of April. The Valley is 
, enriChed with fruitful savannahs, mixed with grove.'I of trees 
• fit for any use; and fruit·trees grow wild in such plenty as if 
• nature designed this place only for a garden. The savannah. 
• are full of fat buUs and eows, and horses; but no house 
• was in sight: 

Here they remained hunting beeves, till the 7th of the month. 
'1''''0 . lwndred and forty men landed every day, sixty of whom 
were .tationed as & guard, whilst the rest pursued the cattle; 
the Spaniards all the time appearing in large companies on 
~~~ Go ~ 

" ., 

1686. 
January. 

Bay de 
Vanderas: 

Valley of 
Vunderas. 



2£6 BUCCANEERS OJ.' AMERICA 

en A •• 18. the nearest hill". The Buccaneers killed and !alted meat su/li---------1686. 

January. 
Vallf'y of 
Vnnder811. 

Swan and 
Townley 

part 
cowptwy. 

cient to serve them two months, which expended· all their 8alt. 
Whilst they were thus occupied in the pleasant Talley of 
V.Tldora., the galeon from Matlila sailed past Cape COrMen/fI, 
and pursued her course in safety to Acapulco. This they learnt 
afterwards from prisoners; but it was by no means unexpected: 
on the contrary, they were in general so fullY'penmaded it 
would be the consequence of their going into the Bay 4e 
Va"der"" that tbey gave up all intention . of cruising for her 
afterwards. 

The IDsin object for which Townley had gone thus far 
Northward being disposed of, he and his crew resolved . to 
return Southward. "'Some Darien Indians had remained to . '. . 
this time with Swan: they were now committed to the · care 
of Townley, and the two ships broke off consortsbip, and parted 
company. 
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C HAP. XIX. 

The Cygnet and her Crew on the Coast of Nueva Galicia, and 
at the Tres Marias Islands. 

S WAN and his crew determined before they quitted the 
AmericflD coast, to visit some Spanish towns farther 

North, in the neighbourhood of rich mines, where they h"ped 
to find good plunder, and to increase their stock of provisIOns 
for the passage HCro •• the Pacific to 11IIJia. 

January the 7th, the .Cygnet and her 'tender sailed · from the 
Valley of Vanderas, and betore night, passed Point Pontque, the 
Northern point of the Vandel'ns Bay. Poi .. t Ponteque is high, 
round, rocky, and barren: at a distance it makes like an 
Island. Dampier reckoned it 10 leagues distant, in a direction 
N 2.0· W, from Cape Co,.rientes; the variation of the compass 
observed near th(": Cape being 40 ~ij' Easterly-, 

A league 'Vest from .Puint Ponteque arc two small barren 
Islands, round which lie scattered several high, sharp, white 
rock •• . The Cygnet passed on the East side of the t.wo Islands, 
the channel between them and Poillt Ponteque appearing clear 
of danger. 'The sea-coast beyond Point Poutequt runs in N E, 
• all ragged land, and afterwards out again NNW, making 
• many ragged points, with small sandy bays between. The 
• land by the s<~ is low and woody; but the inland country i. 
• full of high, sharp, rugged, and barren hills.' 

Along this coast they had light sea and land breezes, and 
fair weather. They anchored every evening, and got under sail 

lQ 

• According to Captain Vancouver. Poi'lt POlliflque and Cap#! CnN'ienlts ar<! 
la,fatly North aod South ~f each other. Dampier was nearest ill~ahore. 

G G i 
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J)oiut 

. 

Pontequ~. 
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en ... Ig. in the morning with the Innd·wind. On the 14th, they had sight 
'-v-' ., . 

1686. of a sman white rock, which had re~cmblance to a ship under 
Jauullry, sai1. Dampier gives its 1atitude 2\A 51 ' N, and its djstance 

14th. from COpf: Cu,.,.ielllt's 3+ leagues. It is three leagues from the 
'Whife main , with depth in the channe-1, ncar the Island, twelve or 
Rnc -k, 

21° 51' N. fourteen filthoms. 

loth. 

~oth. 

{;blunctlan 
Jsles, 

23° Il ' N. 

The 
P('nguin 

Fruit. 

The 15th, at noon, the 1atitudc was 2:20 11' N', The coast 
here lay in a NNW direction. 'fhe 16th, they steered • NNW 
as the Jund rUlls: At noon the latitude was 2~· 41' N~ The 
eoast WB.S sandy and shelving, with 'Joundings at six fathomi 
depth a league distant. The sea set heavy on the shore. They 
caught here mHuy cat·lil!ih. 

~ 

On the £oth, they anchored a leogup. to the Ea.t of a small 
groupe of 1,le., nRmed tbe Chametla .. bit .. after the name 
of the District or Captainship (A/ca/dia mlJ1for) in the province 
of Cu/iacan, oflposite to which they are situated. Dampier calls 
them the [sit. ~/'Chamet('1' • dift'erent from the III .. or Ktyl '~f 
, Charnel!., at ... hieh we had before anchored. These are sis 
, small lslands in latitude 1l3' II ' N, about three leagueo distallt 
, from the mainMJand -, where a salt Juke has its outlet into 
, the sea. Their meridian distan< ... 'e from Cilpe CON'ieRlel is 
, is leoglle. rWeSI.] 'fhe coast here, and for about teo leagues 
• before coming abreast these Islands, Ii .. NW and SE: 

On lhe C/wmrtlall I,lt. they found guanoes, and seal.; aDd 
a ""it of a sharp pleRsant tasle, by Dampier calJed the Poo. 
guin fl'uit, ·of a kind which grows 80 abundanll! in tile Btty 
<if eampcachy that there is no pasaing for their high prickly 
leaves.' 

R;o de 8,,1, In the m~in-18nd, six or seven I""gu", NNW r...., the 1.i<l 
alld 

Soh,wale< ~f Chametiao, is a narrow opening into a ..... witll ciepth 01 
Lag_nc, water sufficient for boats to enter. Tbis Iogune extends along 
~3· 30' N. 

tile 

• The Manulcript say!!, the fanhes.t of the CMmdiaA 1,Iu from the uWn .. W 
ill Dot more than four milea dilta,nt. 
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the back of the sea-beach about 12 leagues, and !\lakes many ,'" A P. '9; 

low Mangrove Island.. The latitude gi,'en of the entrance 
ab'JVe-mentioned is 2" 30' N, and it i. called b)' the Si,.niard, 

1686. 
Jaounl"y. 

Coost of 
Nueva 
Gl\lj(~ill . 

Rio de &1. . 

Hulf It degree Northward of Rio de Sal was said to be the 
niver CfJliaoon., wit.h u rich Spanish town of the same name. 
Swan went "with the C8noe~ in search of it, and l{)tlo~d the 
coast 30 leagues from abreast the Chametlan Isles, wit.hout find. 
iog allY river to the North of the Rio de Sal. All the coast wns 
low and sanety, and the sea beat high on the shore. The ~\ \\PS 
did not go farther within the Gu!l than to 23" '~5 ' N, \1\ wbieh 
latitude, on the 30th, they anchored in ~ight fathom, depth, 
three miles distant from.the main·land; the meddiall dlIJUmcc 
from Gape Corrientes being 34 leagues 'Vest, by Dampicr'~ 
reckoning. 

In their re-turn South\VaTd~ Swan wit.h the canoes, entered 
the Rio de Sal Lffgunc, antI at an estanchm on the 'Vcstem side, 
they took the owner prisoner. They found in his house a few 
bu.hels of mRize; hut the cnttle had ""en driven out of their 
reach. Dampier relates, • the olt! Spani,h gentleman who 'vas 
, taken at the E.tant;an near the Rio de Sal was a vcry inteT-
• ligent penon. He had been .. great traveHe. in the kingdom 
• of Merica, and 5pOke the Mexican language very ",veil. f-!P, 
I said it is u. copiou'8 language-, ur\d much esteemf'd by the 
• Spa~ish gentry in those parIs, nnd of great use ail over the 
• kingdom; and that many Indian languages had some de

pendency on it.' 
The town of M~.atl." was ,"ithin 5 leagues of the N E l18rt of 

the iagU1le, and Swan with 150 men went thither. The inhabitants 
Wilo!l<Hd oome of the Buccaneer'S with atr.,..." but could make 

. Jkt.;-~t\aai reeistance. Thete "ere rich- mines near Matatlau, 

.... tbtl Spal!\atdl of C9"'P"'t~l/a, which is the chief town in this 
district, 

301 ". 

TIll' 
;\j,· ... I~:I\II. 
a COpI UUl> 

I.auguag(', 

.\laz!ltlall. 
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C H It P. 19· district, kept slaves at work in them. The Buccaneers however 
~ found no gold here, but carried off some Indian corn . 
February February the .2d, the canoes went to an Indian t.own called 

Ro!~;iO. Rosario, situated on the banks of a river and nine miles within 
all IllOiull its entrance. 'Rosario was a fine little town of 60 or 70 hOQscs, 

To\\'n. 
w.ith a good church: The river produced gold, and mines 
were in the neighbourhood i but here, as at Mazatlan, they got 
no other booty than Indian corn, of which they conveyed to 
their ships between 80 and 90 bushel •. 

On the !Sd, the ships anchored near the River Rosario in seven 
fathoms oozy ground, a league from the shore; the 1atitude of 

RU" :IJ'l IJ, 

2 2" SI ' N. the entrance of the river .22~ 5 1' N. A smaJl distance within the 
SII~lIr. l l)a f coast and bearing 'Nt:. b N frQm tIle shipt was a round bill like 

11111. a sugar-loaf; and Norlh'Vcstward of that h\ll, was another 
~~J!;~ :i. 'pretty long hill; calJed Caput CatJalli , or the Horst's Head. 

8Lh. On the 8th, the canoes were sent to search for a river muned 

: 1 tho 

Hi!! 01' 

~a ll [ mp.o. 
~ ,~ . I~I 1\. 

tlle Vleta, which was understood to He in latitude iilo 27 N ; 
btlt the weather proving foggy they .could not lind it. 

On the J I th, they anchored abreast the South point of the 
('ntrance of a river called the Rifler de Santiago, in sc\'cn 
fitJhol1ls soft oozy bottom, about two miles from the : shore; a 
high wlllte rock, .call.d Marenlelbo, bore from their anchorage 
WNW, distallt about three leagues, and a high hill in the 
country, with a saddle or .bending, called the Hill X.liMlo, 
bore SE. • The River St. logo is in latitude 22· 15' N, the 
• entrance Ii .. East and West with the Rock Maztntelho. It i. 

one of the principal rivers on this coast: there is teD ~t 

, water on the bar at low water; but how much the tide rises 
"n" \nlls, was not observed. The mouth ofthe ·river i. nearly 
hah a mile broad, with very smooth entering. Witbint!ie 

, cull'ance it widens, for three or four rivers meet theret and ,isi~e· 

• all out together. The water is brackish 8 great way up;. bllt 
, fresh 
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• fresh water is to be had by digging two or three feet deep in 
• a sandy bay just at the mouth of the river. Northward ofthe 
, entrance, and NEbE from Mazentelbo, is a round white rock: 

, Between the latitudes ~2· 41' and ~~l 10' N, which includes 
, the River de Santiago, the coast lies NNW and SSE·: 

~31 

f : ilAl',19' 
'" . ' 

1686 , 

)'cbrnnry. 

COllst of 
Nucvu 
Galicin . 

No inhabitant~ were seen near the entrance of the River ni\"(~r ur 
St.lago, but'the countl'y bad a fruitful appearance, and Swan sent Suutitl.go. 

seventy men in four canoes up the river, to ~eek for some town 
or village. After two days spent in examining different creeks 
and rivers, they came to a field of maize which was nearly ripe, 
and immediately began to gather; but whilst they were loading 
the canoes, they saw an Indian, whom they caught, and from 
him they learnt that at.four leagues dista'lIce frOID them was a 

town named St- Pecaque. With this information they returned 
to the ship; and the same evening, Swan with eight canOCJ and 
1.0 men, set off for 81

" Pecaque, taking the Indian for a guide. 
This was 011 the 15th of the month. 

They rowed during the night about five leagues up the river, 
and at six o'clock in the morning, landed at a place where it Hilt.. 

WII8 about a pistal-shot wide, with pretty high banks all "ach 
'side, the country plain and even. Twenty men were left with 
the canoes, and Swftn with the rest marched towards the town, 
by a road whieb led partly through woodland, and partly 
through .avannas well stocked with cattle. They arrived at 
tbe town by ten ·in the rorenoon, and entered without oppo-
sition, the inhabitants having quitted it" on their approach. 

The town of Santa Pecaque was smaH, regular1y built after Town of 

the Spanish mode, with a Parade ,in the middle, and balconies S,apl:Cuque. 

to the houses which /Ton ted the parade. It had two,churches. 
The irihahitants were mostly .Spania.rds, and their principal 
·OClOI1p.tion was husbandry. It i. distant Irom Compos/ella 
.JoOat '~r leajzueo. Composteila itself was at that time reckoned 

not 

• Dampier, Vol. J, Chap. 9. 
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,CJU,.P.. 29; ~t to: cojlt$jn more than sevellty whit-e familie'6, which JD8de 
,6&i: -'- "bGut o.e-eightll parr oj' its inhabit .. nt", 

l;el;m,lary;. rr'h.ere .. 'ere large stoJ'chouscs., with maize, Mlt-fi8~ saUt ao{} 
C"""t of ~ugar. at i>4Jtta Peeaque, proviiJons being kept tlKlre /Or -the 
Nueva 
G~ljcill. subsistence of some hundl'eds ()f sla"'cl; who workc<d. in silver 

At mines not far distant. Tll.: chief p'Hpo.e for which the Cygnet 
S"Pecuquc L.. - , f' N I I . . . d . IMu come su ar ort 1 on t HS CQast wus to. get prOv.1S100li"an 

here lVII' "'lOre than 8uffici~nt (0 supply be. wants.. For _ 
jJQrtilJg i·t to .th.~if canoes, Swan divided · tJhe' men -into t .. o 
parties, which it was agreed should go altern_I,>" one I'ariy 
cOl1.!tantly to remain to guard the stollO' in tbe (own. 'I'·be 
a!lernOQU of tlIe /irst day was p""""d in talcing rest aBd ·ref,.,...-

'7110. meot, and .in. eoJJc'Cting horse" 'J:he n~x.t Ulo<niBg, fifty...,."" 
men, with a.. nuaeel1 Qf horses ludea with mt:WBe, eack·maafWlO 
carryw/! a slilllli quantity, set out for tlKlc .. noes. to·"hichtloe,< 
arrived, and ""filly deposited thei. bUltheno. The SpllDiard. 
had givell somc disturbance (0 . the men whog""rded " tire 
cano.s, and bad woullded one, on. whieR ... """not they ,_ 
reinforced ,.ilh seven ....,n from !oo CU1l11ing pvt.r.' ami' tn •• 
afternoon, the fifty returned to S",.I .. Pecaq.... Onl, 8Ile'1Iip 
was made in .the course of the day. 

lSlh. On tll.: morning of, the 18tb, the party which had· ~ 
the town the day before, took their tUI'Il for carrying. The,)! 
loaded 24. hOl'ses,and ever)! man had biB buru...... Thio ,de¥, 
they took a prisoner, wllo. told them, tbat nearly II tlIou....,d 
men, of all colours, Spalliar.ds, Indians, Negroes, IWId MaiatlDeo, 
were 8B6embled; at ~he tc>wn of Sanl",(£o, w.hieh was only.' ttwee 
leagues distant from Santa Peraq3J4. Tbi. informati._ .1INIde 
Captain S .. .an of opinion, that separnti)1g hi •.. men """, ... ttemied 
with much danger; and he· determined that .the 11.,.,( DlorDing." 
... ould quit the town with tllC who~ pu~ In the mean,1ima 
he employed his mCIl to eal:ch, a~ 1Uaa~ bllrses.aa . the~ oouW~ 
that when they departed they might carry oifa good load. 
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. On the J 9th, Swan called his men out early, and gave order 
to prepare for marching; but the greater num ber refused to 
alter the mode they had first adopted, 'and said they would not 
abandon the town until all the provision in it was conveyed to 
'the canoes. Swan was forced to acquiesce, and to allow one
half Of' the company to go as before. They had fifty-fonr 
hones laden' ; Swan adviticd them to tic the horses· one to 
.another, and the men to keep in two bodies, twenty-five before, 
and the same number behind. His directions however were not 
followed: 'the men would go their own way, every man 
leading hi. horse: The Spaniards had before observed their 
care Ie .. manner of marcbing, and had prepared their plan of 

, -attack for this morning, making choice of tbe ground tbey 
thought most for their advantage, and placing men tbere in 
ambush. The . Buccaneer convoy bad Bot been gone above a 
quarter of an bour when those wbo kept guard in the town, 
bean! the report of guns. Captain Swan called on them to 
JB8IICh out -to the assistance of their companions; but some 
eve lbeD oppooe<1 bim, and spoke with contempt of the 
danger and their enemies, till two horses, saddled, with holsters, 
and .. ithout rideN, caDle galloping into the town fright.,n ed, ' 

~S3 

ellA P. 19. 
, . . 

1686. 
Februl\fJ 

19th• 
At Santo 
P.caqtl~. 

ancl. one bad at its side a ~arabine newJy discharged. On this DU CCflllet.'f! 

additional sign .. ·that some event had taken place which it im- defeated 
IIII;! ~Iain 

ported thf'm to know, Swan immediately marched out of the tty the 

town, 'and aU hi. men fc)lIowed him. When they came to the SJllUliartli. 

~ "here the engagement had happened, they beheld their 
companions that had gone forth from the town that morning, 
e-1 man lying dead in 'the road, stripped, and so mangled 
ll1at , acareely anyone could be known. ' This was the most 
_ " defeat the , Buccaneers sufiered in all their South &a 
eat.erpn.e. • 

.. ':I."-party living very little exceeded the number of tbose 
VO'L. IV. iI IS who 
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c: II A P. 19· who by de'ad before them, yet the Spaniards made no endea~ 
~ VOUf to interrupt their retreat, either in their march to the 
Nbrunry. canoes, or in their falling down the river, but kept at a distomcc. 
CoaM of 'It is probable, ' says Dampier, 'the Spaniards did not cut off 

1'1 u(,,,1t 
. ' ". 'so many of our men without loss of many of their own. : We · ull lela. 

At ~anill. ']ost this day fifty-t(JUf Englishmen and nine blacks; and 
l'ccnqut..'. , among the slain was my ingenious friend Mr. Ringroset who 

wrote that part of the lfi,to!'!! oj tlte Buccaneers which relates 
, to Captain Sharp. He had engaged in this voyage as super

cargo of Captain Swan's ship.'- ' Captain Swan had been 
forewarned hy his astrologer of the great danger they were in; 

, anel severa] of the men who went in the first party had 
, opposed the di\' isi~n of their force: ,Some of them fiueboded 
, their mlsfOitune, and heard us they lay down in the church 
, in the night, grievous groaning. which kept them from 
, sleeping-: 

Swan and his !urvi ving crew were discouraged from attempting 
any thing more on the coast of New Galicia, although they had 
laid up but a small stock of provisions. On the Slst, ~.y 

sailed from the River of St • .logo for the South Cape of Celli, 
jonda, where it was thf"ir intention to careen the ship; but the 
wind had settled in the N\\.i quarter, and after struggling against 

March. it a fortnight, on ,the 7th of March, they anchored in a bay 
At the 
Mid,lIe at the East end of the middle of the Tr .. Maria. Island., in 
J.lan1d eight fathoms clean sand. The neit day, they took a birth 
~tle , 

Tres Marias. within a quarter of a nule of the shore, the outer points of the 
bay bearing .ENE and SSW. 

None of the Tr .. Marios [,lana. were inhabited. Swao named 
the one at which he had anchored, p,.ince Ge",ge'. 1./a"d. 
Dampier describes them of moderate height, and the W estero
most Island to be the largest of the tbree. 'The soil i. otoDy 

,and 
\t 1t1amacript JootTIol. 
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• and dry, producing much of a shrubby kind of wdod , trouhlc- C ll ll r . l t) . 
---..~ 

, ISOH}e to pass ; but in some parts grow plenty of straight large Hj~\ ;. 

'cedars. The ~ca·sh()re is s.andy, and there, a green pri ckly ~Ll r,k 

, I I I h I'k h 'I ' AI " " . P ant grows, W lOse eaves are lllUC Jet e p~nguJl) eal' ; T rrs ;\ l; lIja~ . 

, the root is Jike the root of the Sempervil1e, but larger, amI A H Ont 
IIs!'d :1 ~ 

, when baked in an oven is reckoned good to cat. The Illdians h.lUlI. 

of Calijor1tia are said to have great part of their 8ubsist(;IH:e 

, from these roots. \Vc baked some, hu t none of us greatl.Y 
, cared for toom, They taste exactly like the roots of OUT 

, English Burdock boiled: 
At this Islanu were gmillocs, raccoons, rabbits, pigeons, d(J\'e~, 

~sh, turtle, and seal. They careened hcrC', and made a division 
of the store of provisioIlS, two-thirds to "the Cygnet and onc
third to the Tender, ~ there being one I:undred eaters in the 
, ship, aud fifty 011 board the tender: The maize they had 
saved measured 120 bushels. 

Dampier relates the following anecdote of himself at this A nrop~y 

I II d be I . . k f d d· """., uy n pace.' 1& 'en a oug tnne SIC " 0 a ropsy, a lstemper S:wd Balh. 
, whereof many of our men d.ied ; so here I was laid and covered 
• all but my bead in tht hot. sand, I endured it ncar half an 
, hour, aod then was taken out. 1 sweated exceedingly while 
, I was in the sand, aDd 1 believe it did me .llluch good, for I 
, grew weH soon after: 

This was the dry season, and they could not find here a suffi
cient supply of fresh water, which made it necessary for them 
to return to the Continent. Before sailing, Swan landed a 
number of prisoners, Spaniards and Indians, which would have 
been necessary on many accounts besides that of the scanti
ness of provision., if it had been his design to have proceeded 
forthwitb Westward for the East Indies; but as he was going 
~n to the American coast, which was close at hand, the 
turning his priaoners ashore on a desolate Island, appears to 

' H H £ have 
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C II A P. l~. have been 'in revenge for the disastrous defeat sustained at 
1686. St. Pecaque, and for the Spaniards baving given no quarter on 

March. that occasion. 

D"J' of They sailed on the 26th, and two day. after, anchored in 
Vau eras. the Bay of Va"dera.'t ncar the river at the bottom of the bay; 

but the watcr of this river" was now brackish. Search was 
made along the South shore of the bay, and two or three 
leagues towards Cape Carrientes, a small brook of good fresh 
wswr was found; -and good anchorage near to a small round 
Island which lies half ~ mile from the main, nnd about four 
leagues NEastward of the Cape. Just within this Island they 
brought the ships to anchor, in £5 fathoms depth, the brook 
be'a.-inK from them E t N half~ mile distant, and Point Ponteque 
N VI' uN six leagues. 

The Mosquito men struck Lere nine or ten jew-fish, the 
heads and finny pieces of which served for present consumption, 
and LlIc rest was salted for sea-store. The maize and salted 
fish composed the whole of their stock of eatables for their 
pl.lssage across tbe Pacific, and at a very straitened -allowance' 
would scarcely he sufficient to hold out sixty days. 
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C HAP. XX. 

Tlte Cygnet. Ifer Passage across the Pacific Ocean. .At the 
l..adrolle.. At Mindanao. 

!37 

MARCH the 31st, they sailed from the American coast, ~. 
stc'Cring at first SW, and afterwards more Westerly till ,686. 

they "'~I'C' in latitude 13' N, in which parallel they kept. 'The Mm h. 
, kettle was boiled but once a day,' says Dampier, I and there Ttl(' ~:'ygnct 

. II h . I All h d 'IUtb tilt: C was no occasIOn to ea t e men to vlctua s. . 811 S came Americun 

~ Up to see the Quarter~master share it, ana 'he had need to be 
• exact. We had two dogs and two cats on board, and they 
, likewise had a small a.llowance given them, and they waited 
I with ItS much eagerncsfI to see it shared as we did: In this 
passage they saw neither fish nor fowl of any kind, ex copt at 
onc time, when" by Dampier's reckoning they were -40975 miles 
West from Cape Corriente.'l, nnd then, numbers of the sea-birds 
c1l1led boobies were flying ncar the ships, which were :mpposcd 
to come from some rocks not far distant. Their 10ngitudc at 
this time may be estimated at about 180 dCgrCC9 from the 
meridian of Greenwich -. 

Fortunately, they had a fresh trade-wind, and made great 
runs every clay. 'On May the 20th, which,' says Dampier, 'we 
, begin to ca1l the 21st, we were in latitud e l!lSO' N, and 
, steering ',"cst. At two p. m. the bark tender being two leagues 
, ahead ofthe C'ygnet, came into shoal water, and those un board 
• plainly .aw rocks under her, but no land was ill sight. They 

, hauled 

Coast. 

Lar.t!l' flight 
of Bird!'. 

Lal. lJo N . 
Long. 180·. 

May 
2 J!lt. 

Shnah and 
l~n', l kl'r;! 
Sb\\" }W 
10 or It 

JcflgUI'~ 
from the 
S t::nd of 

• Drunpiea'1I Reckoning made the d ifference of longitude b~twccn Cupr- C(Ir_ (;Ulthall. 
rtflltt. and tbe I.lund Gm.dum, 1~5 de.srecli; which is 16 dq;n.'t.'H more Ihau it 
bu· beeD. fOlllld by modem ob,lervatiolls. 
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ell It P. 20. ' hauled on a wind to the Southward~and hove the lc·:ud, and found 
1686. 'but fouf fathom~ water. They saw hreakers to the 'VesLward. 
May. They then wore round, and got their starboard tacks on board 

, and stood Northward. The Cygnet in getting up to the bark, 
flank de 'ran over a shoal bank, wllcrc the bottom was seen, and fish 

Sant" Rosa. , among the rocks; but the ship mn past it bef()fC we could 
, hea.ve the lead. Both vessels stood to the Northward, keep
, iog upon a wind, and sailed uircclly North, having the wind 
, at ENE, tin five in the afternoon, having at that time run 
I eight miles and in_creased Ollr latitude so many minutes. 'We 
• then saw the Island Guam [GuahollJ bearing NNE, distant 
, from us about eight leagut"s, which gives the latitude of the 

Island (its South ~Dd) 13" .~o' N. We did not observe the 
• \'ariation of the compass at Guam. At Cape Cort·ic"lt.~$ we 
, found it 1° :J:8' Easterly, and an observation we made when, 

we had gone about a thiru of the passage, shC\\o'ed it to be· 
, the same. I am incliucd to think it was less at Guam~: 

The shoal above mentioned is called by the Spaniards tbe 
Banco de Simla no.a, and tbe part over wbich tbe Cygnet 
passed, according to the extract from Dampier, is about 
S b W. W fDom the South end of GlIa/,an, distant ten or 
eleven leagues. 

AtGuahan. An hour before midnight, they anchored on the West side of 

Guahall, a mi1e from die shore. The Spaniards had ht:re a 
slUail .Fort, and a garrison of thirty suldiers; but the Spaniob 
Governnr resided at another part of the Island. A. the ships. 
ancbored, a Spanish priest in a canoe went on board. bel,icviug. 
them to be Spaniards from Ac'plfkQ. He was treated with 
civility, but detained as a kind of hostage, to facilitate any. 
negociation necessary for obtaining provisions j and Swan sent 
a p'e>cnt to the Spanisb Governor by the Indians of the canee. 

No 
• Dampier. JlJmlldcript Juurn.(fl, and Vul. I, Chap. 10. of his printed Vc>,YI8Ok . 
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No difHclIlty was experienced on this head. Doth' Spaniard~, (:H A ".10. 

and the few nati,,'cs seen hrre, were glad to dispose of their ~ 
provisions to so good a market as the buccaneer ships. Dam· Muy. 

pior conjectured the number of the natives at this time Oil A~ till: 
lslllnd 

Guahm, not to exceed a hundred. In the Just insurrection, GuttllUll. 

which was n short. time brfore Eaton stopped at the LCldrone.~, 

the nath,'cs; finding the,), could not prc\'t'lil against the Spa-
niards, destroyed their plantations, and went to other hlamh:. 
, Those of the natives who remained ill GUU/UIIl,' Sfl)'S Dan lpiel', 

• if they were not nctually cOllc:erned in that broil. their hearts 
, were bent 8gain~t the Spaniards; for they offered to carry us 
, to the .Fort and assist us to conquer the Island.' 

Whilst Swan lay at. Gllahan. the SpAnish Acapulco ship 
came in sight of' the Island. The Governor immediatel,}" sent 
off llotice t.o her of tll(,; iluccaneer ships being in the road, 
on which she altered her eourse towards the South, anel 
by so doing gOL among the shoal!S, where she struck off her 
rudder, nnd did not get cleat' for three days. The natives at 
Gualum told the Huccalleers that the Acapulco ship was in 
!\ight of the Island, 'which,' ~<Jys Dampier, ' put OUt' men ill 
, a great heat to go- out after her, b\lt Captain ~~h,,·an per
I 8uaded them out of that llUmour: 

Dampier praises the ingenuity of the natives of the Ladt'ollc 
;Islands, and particularly in the construction of their .S!liling' 
canoes, or, as they are -sometimes called, their flying procs, of 
wbich he lias given the following descriptio". 'Their Proc or 
C Sailing Canoe is sharp at both ends; the bottom is or one 
" piece, of good substance Heatly hollowed, and is about ~~ Icct 

• lo~lg; the under or keel part is made round, but inclining 
c "to a- wedge; the upper part is almost fiat, haying a very 
• gentle hollow. and i. about a foot broad: from hence. both 
• . sides of the boat are carried up to about fil'e feet high with 

, narrow 

Flying 
J'(4 .I:. 

",r :..:,: i I illg: 
l':!IIfl f' • . 
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.C .. A 1'. 20,' ' narrow plank, Rnd each end of the boat turns \1 p round very 
,686. • prettily. Hut what is very singular, one ,ide of tbe boat i, 
May. 'made perpendicular like a wall, while the other side is 

Guaban. 'rounding as other \'csscJs arc, with a pretty full beny. The 
Flying 'dried husks of the cocoa-nuts serve for oakum. At the 
Pro<. 

• middle of the vesscl the breadth aloft i, four or five feet, or 
more, according to the length of the boat. The' mast .tand. 

• exactly in the middle, with a long yard that peep' up and 
down like a ship's mizen yard; one end of it reach<:'s down to 

the head of the boat, where it is placed in a notch made 
purposely to keep it fast: the other end hangs over the 

• stern. To this yarll the sail is fastened, and at the foot of 
tile :sail is another ~lllall yard to keep the s"i( out square, or 

, to roll the sail upon when it blows "hard; for it serves 
instead of a reef to take up the sail to what degree they 
please. Along the helly side of the boat, parallel with it, ... t 

, about se\'cn feet distance, lies another boat or canoe very 
slllall, bt'ing a log of vcry light wood, almost as long as the 
gl'ea! boat, but not above a loot and a half wide at the upper 

, part, and shilrp like a wt'dgc at each end. The little boat is 
fixed firm to the other hy two bamboos placed UCI'OU the 

, great boat, OI~e near each end, ano its use is to keep the 
, gn'at boat upright hom o\,ersetting. They keep the flat 
, side 01 t lll~ great boat a~aillst the wind, and the bell, side, 

cOIl:ocqueutly, wilh it::; littl e boat. is upon t~e lee-, The "elSel 
, h ... a head at each elld so a, to be able to .ail with either 

, foremost: 

• TIlt" Ln41rune flying proa delcribed ill Commodore Anaon's voyage, lEIiled 
with uw hi'll." or rounded side IIml its smail canoe to windward; by which it 
nplw:,u>I lhal Ihc~c prolls wCft.",oecnsionally m.anaged either w.y. probablyaoGerd .. 
in,!.; I" tht' slrC~ lHth of t~lC wiu.d; Ihe linle pa~lIel ~ or aa~oe pre.erviqg- t~ 
Jar).:t: om: uprtght by Its weight "heD. to wlDdw«l'd, and by Its buoyancy "ben 
to It'eward. 
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c foremost: they need not tack as our \'csse]~ uO', but when 
, they ply . to windward and are mioded to make a board the 
, alher way, they only alter the seUing of the sail by shifting 
, the end oftbe yard, and they take the broad paddle with which 
, theT steer iostead of a rudder, to Ihft other end of the vessel. 
, I have beon particular in describing these their sailing canoes, 
, because 1 believe they ,ail the best of aoy boats io the 
' .wocld. I tried the swiftness of one of them with our log: we 

, had 'twelve knot!1S on our reel, and she ran it all out befor~ the 
' . half.mioute 'glass was balf out. I believe .he would run 2. 
~ 'milea in an·. hour. It was very pleasant to see tbe little boat 
, rUDDing 80 swift by the ot.her's side. I was told that one 
, of these proes being sent express frolll' Gual"m to Manila, 
, [a distance above .110 leagues] pelforll1ed the voyage in 
, four days: 

Dampier bas described the Bread·fruit, which is among the 
productions of, the Ltuirofle I,/ands, He had never seen nor 
beard ofi~ """Y wto.,rq but at these Islands. Provisions were 
il~ed!i",s""'hplenty at.Guah.n, that in the tll'O ,'esscls they 
&alted abare lifty hog. for sea use. The friar was released, 
with.pr:eoentain ' return for hi. good offices, and to compensate 
tor .""'Dfinement . . 

JU118 the.Rd, they sailed from Guo.han for· the Island Mil!
daaao. ' . 'The. weather . wu uncertain: • the Westerly winds were 
, DOt as , yet in' 8trength, and the Easterly wind. cOOllllonly 
'ov.er,maatered them and brougbt the ships on their way to 
, Mitwlanao.' 

'fhere is mll.ch difference between the ,manuscript Journnl of 
Dampier and the published Narrative, concerning the geography 
IIf. the East . side of Mindanao. The Mannscript says, • We 
' . arrived olr Mindanao the ~ I st day of June; but being come 
• in with the land, knew not what part "I' the Island the city 

VOL. IV. Ii' was 

CIIAP.ZU. 
~ 

16S6. 

1\11\)' . 

At the 
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Gt1 ahall. 
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side of 
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St. John . 
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CHAP, !l0. ' was in, therefore we .nm down to the North"rard, betweel\ . , 

1686. 'Mindanao and St. Jon", and came to an anchor jn a bay 
JUDe. • which lietb in six degrees North latitude: 

Mindanao In the printed Narrative it is said, C The S:lst-duy of June, we 
and 

S J h 'arrived Ht the lalond St. John, which is on the Eas.t side of • t. 0 n. 
, Mindanao, aDd distant from it 3 or + leagues. It i. in ltltitude 
, about 7' or S' North. This bland i,to length about 56 leagues; 
, .tretching NNW lind SSE, and is in breadth about 24 leagues 
, in the midd Ie of the Island. The Northernmost end i. 
C broader, and the Southern narrower. This Island is of good 
, height, and is full of small hill.. 'I'he land at the SE end 
, (\Vhe", I was ashore) i, of a black rat mould; and the whole 
'"hland seems to parc:ake uf the same, by the vait number of 

large trecs that it produceth, for it looks all ol'er like one 
great grO\'c. As we were passing by the SE end, we saw. a 

C cunoe of the nati\'cs under the shore, and one of our boats 
, went after to have spoken with her, but she ran to the shore, 

and the people Jea\'ing her, fled to the woods . . We saw no 
, more people herl' , nor sign of inhahitant at this end. 'Vhen 
, W~ came aboard our ship again, we ateered ·away for tJ1C 

, Island }'dimJanao, which was fair in sight of us, it being 
, about 10 leagues di~tant from this part uf. St. Johll's .. The 
~ !lid day, we came within a league of the .East side of 
, Mindanan, and llaving' tllC wind at SE, we steered towards 
, the North end, keeping on the East side till \o;"C came into 
, the latitude of ·7' 40' N, and there we anchored ill a small . ' . 
, bay, a mile from the shore, in 10 fathoms, rocky foul grouad: 
, Milldanao being guarded on the Ea.t side by St. JoJ.lI ', Isl4nd, 
• we might as reasonably have expected to find the harboolr 
, and city 00 this side as any where else ;' but coming iota t~ 
, lalilude in which we judged the city might be, we fouod 110 

, canoes or people that indicated .. cily or place of trade bein.g 
, mear 



NT MINDANAO. 

'. . .J)e~r at "hand; though we coasted within' a league of the C II It p. ~O. 
~-v--' 

to! shore -.' 1686. 

'{his dificrence between the manuscript and printedJollrnal Junt!. 

cannot well be accounted for. 1'he most remarkable paTti .. Mimlanan. 

cular of di.agreement is in the latitude of the bay wherein they 
"ncbored. At this hay they had communication with the 
inhabitants, . and learnt that the Milldnl/oo City was to the 
lVestward. They could not prevail on any Mindanao man to 
pilot them; the next day, however, they weighed anchor, and 
sailed back Southward, till they came to a part they supposed 
to be the oSE end of Milltlatl.o, and saw two small Islands about 
three Jeagues distant from it. 

There is reason to b~lic\'c that the h;' small Islands here 
noticed were Sarll1lgan nnd Candigar; according to which, 
Dampier's Is/and St. John will be the land named Cape San 
Augfl,stia< in the ' present charts. And hence arises a doubt 
"hether the land of Cape San Augustin is not an Island separate 
from Mindanao. Dampier's navigation between them does not 
apprar to have been far enough to the Northward to ascertain 
wbether he was i" a Strait or a Gulf. 

Snrangan 
allll 

Candigar. 

The wind blew con.tant and fresh li'om the Westward, and .J,iy. 

it:took them till the +th of July to get into a b.rbollr or sound 1I~"bo", 00
0 

. . Sound 011 
a few league. to the NW from the \lvo small Islands. ThIS the So,," 

harbour or sound rao deep into the land; at t.he entrance it is M~::~;~~:; . 
""ly two miles aero .. , but within it is three leagues wide, with 
seven fatboms depth, and there is good depth lor shipping four 
or five leagues up, but with some rocky foul ground. On the 
Eut side of this Bay are ,mall rivers and brooks of fresh water. 
',l'be couDtry on the West ,ide was uncultivated land, woody, 
and well .lOCked with wild deer, which had been used to live 

there . , 
• Dampier, Vol, I, Chap.ll. 

J" i 2 
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C HAP. 20. there unmolcsted, no people inhabiting on that side of the 
----..---' 

1686. bay. Near the shore was a border of saranna or meadow land 
July. which abounded in long grass. Dampier says, (the adjacent 

AI 'woods arc !l cO"<It for the deer in the heat of the day; but 
!\,Iilldnntlo. 

Hi,'cr of 
Mindanao. 

Cit,· of 
)lindRII3o. 

, mornings and evenings they feed in the open plains, as thick 
, as in our parks in England. I never saw any where such 

plenty of wild deer. We found no hindrance to dur killing as 
, many as we pleased, and the crews of both the ships were 
, fed with venison all the time we remained hel'e.' 

They quitted this commodious Port on the 1 gth .: the wcather 
had become moderate. and they proceeded Westward for the 
Ri"or afld City of Mil/dllllao. The Southern part of the Island 
appeared bettcr peopled than the E",stern part; they passed 
llJany fishing hoats, 'and now and then a RmaU village: 

On the 1 sth, they anchored before tbe River of Mindanao, in 
15 fathoms depth, the bottom hard sand, about two miles 
distant from thc slloTe, and three or fau'T miles from a small 
Island which was witbout them to the Southward. The river 
is sma)), and had not more than ten or elc\'en feet depth over 
the bar at spring tides. Dampier gives the latitude of the 
entrance 6° 221 N. 

'l'hc huccaneer ships on anchoring saluled with seven guns, 
under EngliHh colours, and the salute was returned with three 
guns from the shore. 'The City of Mindanao is about two 

miles from the sea. It is a mile long, of no great breadth, 
, wiuding with the banks of the river on the right hftnd going 
, up, yet it has many hous(!s on the opposite side 'Of the river: 
The houses were built upon posts, and at this time, as also 
during a great part of tile succeeding month, the weather was 
rainy, and' the city seemed to stand as in a pond, 80 that there 
, \\ as no pa'ising from one house to another but in caooes/ 

The Island Milldanao was divided inti:> a number of small 

.tates. 
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.lates. The port at which the Cygnet and hp.r fender now 
anchored, with a large district of country adjacent, wa:; under 
the dominion of a Sult.an or Prince, who appears to have been 
one of the most powerful in the Island. The Spaniards had Dot 
establish",1 their dominion over all the Philippine Islands, and 
the inhabitants of this place were more apprehensive of the 
Hollander!'! dllm of any other Europeans; and on that account 
expressed some di!iicontent when they understood the Cygnet 
was not (.'ome for t.he purpose of making a settlement. 011 the 
afternoon of their arrival, Swan sent an officer with a present to 
the Sultan, cunsist ing of scarlet cloth, gold lace, a scymitar, and 
a pair of pistols; nod likewise '3 prescnt to another great lUao 

who was called the Gen.cral, of scarlet clbth and tllI'ce yards 
of silver lace. The next day, Captain Swan went 011 shore and 
was admitted to an audience in form. The Sultan shewed him 
two lc-lters f!'om English merchants, expressing their wishes to 
establish a factory at Mindanao, to do which he said the Eng
lish should be welcome . A few days after this audience, the 
Cygnet and tender went into the river, the former being 
lightened first to g(,t Iler OVCI' the bar. Here, similar to the 
custom in the ports of China, an officer belonging to the Sultan 
went on board and measured the ships. 

Voyagers or travellers who visit strange countries, generally 
find, or think, jt necessary to be wary nnd drculll!lpect: mercan
tile voyagers are on the watch for occasions of profit, and the 
inquisitiveness of men of observation will · be regarded wi til 
suspicion; aU which, however familiarity of manners may be 
assumed, keeps cordiality at a ~jslaDce, and causes them to cnn
tinue strangers. TlJe present visitors were diflerently circum
s~cecl and of different character: their punmits at _Itfiudatwo 
~ere neither to profit by trade nor to make obsel'~atio.o • . Long 
confinlld with pocket. full of money ,,"icll they were impatient 

to 

i45 

(; 11 A P. 20. 

16R6. 

July. 

, 

l\·fiudanao. 
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~ HAP. '10; to exchange for enjoyment, lvith minds little tJ'oub1ed "bi canot 

11386. siderations of economy, they at ouce entered into familiar 
. At intercourse with the natives, who were gained almost as much 

Mindnnao. by the freedom of their manners as by their presents, and with 
whom they immediately became intimates and inmates. 'rhe 
same happened to Drake and his companions, when, returning 
enriched with spoil from the Soutl, Sea, they 'topped at the 
Island Java; and we read no instance of Europeans arriving at 
such sociable and friendly intercourse with any of the natives 
of India, as they became with the people of .lava during the 
short time they remained there, except in the similarly circum· 
stllnced instance of the crew of the Cygnet among the 
Mil1danayans. ~ 

By the length of their stay at Mindanao, Dampier was enabled 
to enter largely into descriptions of the natives, and of the 
country, and he has related many entertaining particulars con
cerning them. Those only in whkh the Buccaneers were 
interested will he noticed here. 

The Buccaneers were at first prodigal in their gifts. When 
any of them went on shore, they were welcomed nnd invited to 
the houses, and were courted to form particular attachments. 
Among many nations of the East a custom has been found to 
prevail, according to which, a stranger is expect~d to 'choose 
some individual native to be his friend or comrade; ' aDd a con ... 
flexion so filrmeri, and confirmed with presents, is r~rcledt jf 
not a. ,acred, with such high respect, that it i, held most dis
honourable to break it. The vi.itor i, at all time. afterward. 
welcome to hi. comrade·, Iiouse. The lay •• hip, with the cere
mony of exchanging names, among the South Sea islandeJl;, i. a 
bond of fellow.hip of the salOe nature. The people of Mi"dmtaa 
enlarged ond refined upon tbi. castom, and' aflowed to· the 
.trangera pugnlly, er platonic friend of the oth", &el[. The 

W1VeI 
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",iVC8 of the richest men may be chosen, and she is 'permittNl 
to converse with her pagalJy in public. '(n a short time-t ' SH,Y8 

Dampier, 'several of our men, such 38 had good clothes Mnd 

'! :store of gold, had a comrade ,or two, and ~s Dlliny pagallif'fi.' 
~me of the crew hired, and some purchased. houses, in wiJicit 
~hey Il"ed with their comrades and pagalli("s, and with a train 
of servants, as long as lht'ir IlH~an~ held out. 'Many of our 
, Squires: continues Dampier, ' were in no long time ekscd 
, of the trouble of cOl1hting their money. 'J'hi~ created a. 
, divisiou of the crew into two pu.rli~~, t.hat iii! to say, of 
, th08e who had mone.y, and those whiJ l)ad none. As l:,C 
, latter party increased, they bt!came dissatisfied 'and llnruly 
, for want of action, nnd. cOlJtinnaily urged" the Captain to go 

to sea; \vbich nut being speedily complit~d with, thf'y sold the 
'. sllip's stores and the merchants' guodti to procure arrack: 
ThOle whose mont'y held out, were not without their trouhk'S. 
The j\lIindunaysns were a pt'ople deadly in their resentments. 
'Vhilst the Cygnet Jay at MindanaQ, sixteen Buccaneers were 
buried, most of whoOl, Dampier !!Ktys, diCit uy l)oi~on. 'The 
, people of Mitldanao arc expert. at poisoning, amI will do it 
, UPOD snJaU occasions. Nor did our men want for gi\'ing 
, offence either by roguer;es, or by JiuniliaLrilies with their 
, women, e,,-en before theil' bmuands' faces. They have poisons 
~ which are slow snd lingering; for some who were poisoned 
~ at Mi,ulafttlO, did not die till many montl.s ·att ... : 
< Toward. the end of the year they be""n to make prepa
ration for sailing. It was thC.D. discovered that the boltom 
of the tender was eaten through by worms in such a manner 
that she would scarcely swim longer in port, and could not 
possibly be made fit for sea. The Cygnet was protected by 
a ~~thing which covered her bottom, the worms not being 

able 

~41 
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,0 n A:, 110; ahte to penetrate farther than to the hair which was between 
•687. the sheathing and the main plank. 

January. In the beginning of January (1687), the Cygnet wa. removed 
to without t.he bar of Ibe river. Whilst .be lay there, and when 
Captain Swan was on .bore, his Jonrnal was accident,,]]! left out, 
and thereby linble to the inspection of the crew, some of whom 
had the cllriosity to look in it, and found tbere· the misconduct 
of several individuals on board, noted down in a manner that 
seemed to tbreaten an after-reckoning. This discovery increased 
the discontenls against Swan to such • degree, that wh~n 
he heard of it he did not dare to trust himself on board, 
and the discontented party took advantage of hi. absence 
and got the ship 'under .ail. Captain ~wnn sent on board 
Mr. Harthope, onc 'of the Supercargoes, !G . • ee if he could 
effect a reconciliation. The principal mutineers shewed to 
Mr. Harthope the Captain's JournB], • and repeated to him all 
• his ill action., and they desired 4bat he would take the com-
• mand of the ship; but he refused, and desired them to tarry 
• a little longer whilst he went on sbore and communed with 
• ~be Captain, and he did not question but all differences 
• would be reconciled. They said. they would wait till t",o 
C o'clock; but at four o'clock, Mr. Harthope not having re~ 
• . 'turned, and no boat being seen coming from tbe .hore, they 

. • made sail aud put to sell with the ship, leavilig their Com-
• mander and 36 of the crew at Mindanao: Dampier wa. 
amoDg tho.e who went in the ship; . but he disclaill!l baving 
bad any share in the mutiny. 



FROM MINDANAO. 

C HAP. XXI. 

The Cygnet depart' from Mindanao. At the Ponghou Isles. 
At the Five Islands. Dampier"s Account of the }'ive Islands. 
They are named the Bashee Islands. 

I T was on thc l .. th of January the Cygnet sailed from before 
, the River Mindallao. The crew chose one John Recu, a 
Jamaica man, lor their Captain. They steered 'Vcstward along 
the coast of the South side of the Island, 'which here tends 
, W b S, the I.nd of a g!,od height, with high hill, in the couno 
a t.ry: The 15th, they ''Vf.~rc abreast a town mimed Chambo1lgo 
[in the charls Sambormgoll] which DHmpier reckoned to be 30 
lea~ues distant from the Hiver oj'kJilidalloo. The Spaniards had 
formerly a furt there, and it is SHiel 1.0 be a good harbour. 'At 
the distance'of t.wo or three leagues from the coast, an) many 
small low IsJauds or Kpys; and two or three leagues to the 
Southward of these Key. i, a long Island stretching NE and 
SW abuut t\Veh'c leagues -.' 

CUAr.21. 
'--,,---' 

1687. 
,fuuunry. 

South 
Coltse of 

Mindanao. 

Whe-n they were past the SW part of Mitulanno, they sailed AmoHp; the 

N~rt-hward towards Martila, plundering the country vessels that l'~);:~~~: E: 
tam(-- in their way. ""!Jnt wa~ seen here of the coasts is noticed 
slightly aDd with ullcertainty. They met two Mindanao vessel. 
Jaden with silks andcalicO€s; and near Manila they took some 
Spallish .vcsse)8f one of which had a cargo of rice. 

From the Pllilippine I,lall'" they went to the Island PUUJ M."h. 
Condore, Pulo 

Coodore. 
, o. D"!"pKr, Vol. I, Chap. 14. The long !slootl is llautf"ll Ba":ulflll in the 
charm; but the shape there given it doe, not u8!"ee well with Dampids 
dacription . 

. V,oL.IV. .K K 
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C II A P. 21. Condore, where two of the men who had been poisoned at 
'-v----' . 

1687. lIfi1l.dulIao, died. 'They were opened by the surgeon, in com· 
March. pliancc with their dying request, and their livers were found 
Iii the 'black, light, and dry, like I)icccs of cork,' 

China Se:l1s. 
}'l'Om Pulo COlldore they went cruising to the Gulf of Siam, 

and to diff"reut part. of the China Seas. What their success 
was, Dampier did not think proper to teJl, for i.t would not 
admit of being palliated under the term Duccaneering. Among 
tht..-tr beLter projecb and contrivances, onc, which could only 
ha,'c been undertaken by men confident in their own seaman
ship aud dexterity, was to search at the Praia Il'Jttllld Qud Shoal, 

for treasure -",'hich had been wrecked there, the J'ccO\'cJ'Y of 
which no one had C"~·er before v('n~ured to attempt. In pur
luit 0.1' this scheme, they unluckily felf to.o far to leeward, and 

were unable to beat up against the wind. 
J,ly. In July they went to the POlIglwu I.lands, expecting to find 

Poughou tHere a port which would he a safe ,retreat. On the 20th of 
Islell. 

The Five 
Ililandl:!. 

that munth, they anchured al une uf the Islands, where they 
found a large town, a",1 a Tartar garrison. This was DO~ a 
place where they cuuld rest with ease and security. Having 
the wind at SW, they again got nntler sail, and tlirectcd their 
cOUn!e to look for somp, Islullds which ill the eiJsl'ts were laid . 
down bt!tween }c)1'7nusa and Luamia, wjUlOut any na~e, but 
mar.keu with the figure 5 to denote their numher. , 'rhcw Duc
caneers, or rather pirates, huy no otllcr inf(Jrm~tion concer,Ding 
MIe Five Island. than beeing tltem Oil lb. clral'ts, an4 hoped to 
finJ them without illhabitanls. . 

, , '1,. . • ' 

Dampier'; account uf the loll'< Ilianlll would 10ae ill lDany 
. "'"Peets if gil'en in any other than his own words, which there
fore arc here transcribed. 

Damf'ier's 
De~crtption , 
of the Fiv(: 

'August the 6lh, We made the I,lands; tbe wind wa .•. at 
South, and we fetched in with the Westernmost, which i.the 

Islands, , largest, 



AT THE FIVE ISLANDS. ~51 . 
C largest, on which we saw goats, but could riot get anchor- ,~~ 

c ground, t.herefore we stood over to otbers about three leagucli 16H7. 

c from this, ami the next forenoon anchored in a small Bay on 
, the East side of the Easternmost Island in fifteen (athoms, a 

Dlllllpi('r's 
• cable's length from the shore; and before our sails were A ('C()ttlH 

, furted we had a hundred small boats aboard, with three, four, I,'i\~J~ ~:~~fk 
, and some' with six men in them. The re were three Ia.rge 
, towns on the shore within the distance of a league. Most 
, of our people being aloft (for we had been forced to tl1m in 
, close with all sail abroad, and when we anchored, furl ed all 
, at once) and our deck being soon full of Indian natives. we 
, were at first alarmed, and began to get our small-arms ready; 
, but they were very .quiet, only they J>ioked up such old 

iron as they found upon our deck. l\t last, one of our men 
, percei\'ed one of them taking an iron pin out of a gun-

carriage, and laid hold of him, upon which he bawlecl out, 
, and the rest leaped into their boats or overboard, a.nd they 
, all made aw~y for the shore. But when we perceived their 
, fright, we made much of him we bad in bold, and gave him 
, a small piece of iron, with which we let him go, and he 
, immediately leaped overboard and swam to his consorts, who 
, hovered nelir the ship to see the il!Sue. Sqme of the boat. 

came presently aboard again, and they were always nfter
, ward very bonest and civil. We presently after this, scnt our 
, canoe on shore, and lh-~y made the crew welcome with a 
, drink tbey call Bashee, and they sold us some hogs. We 
, bought a ,fal. ,goat for an old iron hoop, a hog of 70 or 801b .. 
, weight for two or three pounds of iron, and their bashee 
, drink Rnd roots for old naiJs or bullets. Their hogs were 
• very sweet, but many were meazled. We filled fresb water 
• lIere at a curious brook close by the ship. 

0 - We lay bere till the 1 ilb, when we weigbed to seek for a 
'K )[ ~ , bcuce 
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n\.\l'. 21. ' better anchoring place. We plied to windward, and pa~ed 
'---v---' 

, 687, • between the South end of [hi. Islund and the North end of 
August. • another Island South of [hi.. The.e Island. were oo[h full 

Dumpier's of inhabitants, Out there was no good riding. W'e .stopped 
Account 
of the • a tide under the Southern Island. The tide runs· there: vcry 

Fj\'e Islnnd5. , strong, the flood to the North, and it rises and .falls eight 
• feet. It was the 15[h day of the month bcfon> Ive found a 
, place we might ancbor at and careee, which was at aDIOtber 
, Island not so big as either of the formel". 

Names 
Given to the 

Islands. 

A Bock 

The BASIIEE llllan{ls'" 
. i'~ ......... . 

r"~:fr.~ .t'tI j!"m,!Or.,. ... ~;;;.", ... .. . 
. f; 

~ -.... kIl~ 

0" 

....... ...... 

/ .. ' 

, We anchored near the North East part of ·this srrH(lfer 

• Island, against a small ~andy hay, in seven fathdttis" t:tCRI\ 
, hnrd sand, a quarter of' a mile from the shore, We" prescti~y 
, set lip a tellt on ~horc, and C\'cry day some of 'u~ went to 'fije 
, t.owns of the natives, and were kindly entertained by th'etb: 

Their boats also c()rne on board to tTaflic witfi"us " ~~cry d'lij; 
.. so that besides provision for present l1se, we "btfugllt rind 

salted 70 or 80 good fat hOb'S, and laid ' up a' good stoek"or 
, potatoes and yams . 

• These Islands lie in 20' ~O' N ,. A. they are lirid- omvn in 
• ·the 

• :\1. dc SUl"\'ill(~ ill 1769, alld much uw}"c !lately Cniltl:lin A. MurrllY ot'the 
English t. I. Cowpanj"'s SClvict" i'O\Hut the South end of Monmouth Island to·be 
in 20· 17' N. 
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• the chart. marked ollly with 8 figure of 5, we gave'them what 
, names we pleased. The Dutchmen who were among us 
.' named the W~tCI'Rm08t, which. is the Jargest, the Pri1ICe ~f' 

C Orange'! Island. It is seven or eight leagues long, about two 
, Jeagues wide4 and lies alm-ost North and South. Orange 
, bland; was not inhabited. ltis high land, flat and even at 

the top, with steep rJitf~ against the sea; f(JI' which reason we 
, could not go ashore there, ns we. did on all the rest. 

'The Jsland where we finlt 8m'bored, we q illl"d .tbe J)~ ~f 
, Graftolt's -IlIle, it&\'ing married my wite ()ut...of. his_ Dut(~hcss's 

, family, and }eaYing her at Arlington House at ~ny going 
'abroad. Graflo" Isle is about four leagues long, stretching 
, North and South, and one and a halfwidt. 

f : UAr.2J. 
~ 

J687· 
Orange. 
lsluud. 

(;rni'loll 
Jsland. 

, The other great 
, Monntordit's Islund. 
, league wide. 

hiancl our so<;::amctl called the Duke <!l Monmouth 

It j~ about three leagues IOllg, and a blanJ. 

e The two smaller Islands, which lie bclween Momnouth, and 
, the South enu of Orange 18Ia"d; the 'Vest ern most, which is 
, the smallest, we called Goat bland, from the uumher of goats 
, we sa'v. lh~re. The EustP.fnmost, at which we Cart~(,llcJ, our 
, men urumi.,mously, called Bushee l:jlltnd, because of the pleJl~ 

• tifulqu8otity.ofthat liquor which we drank \horc every day. 

(;ont 
hl.:.tlltl. 

l!1l ~ 1J(!C 
1s1autl. 

, This, .dr~~ ;fall~d })asbcc, the natives make with the ,illite of Til(> nrin~ 
, the sugar-;c~ne. to which they IlUt some small black benjes. ~·:.rlt-d 

lillslict,. 
, It is well hb~iled,. and then pllt into great jars, ill which jL 

, stands tlu;ee or .four days to tennent. Th en it settles clear, 
f and ,ilt P.l:~JeJ?tJJ tj~ to drin.k. This is an excellent liquUl"t 
, strong" and 1 beJic\'c whoks.ume, and much like our Engli(o;h 
, beer both in colout" ano taste. Our men drank briskly of it 
'. duri~g . several weeks, and were frt;.quently urunk with it, 'nw whole 

, aud. never sick in conseqnence. 'l'bc natives sold it t.o Wi gl'lIUp 
nU"Jt!d the 

Rlsli<x' 
h/,mJs. 

, very chf'sp, and from the plellliful usc of it, our meo calbJ 
, jlU these Islands the Ba'/ICe Islunds. 

, To 
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Fiv!~ hlamls. 

NutiV('~ 

Llcscriuco . 
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, To th" Northward of the }'i"e Islands are two high rocks.' 
(These rocks are not inserted in Dumpier's manusaipt Churt, 
and only one of them in the pubJisiJed Chart; wilf'nce is to be 
inferred, that the other was heyond the limit ot'the Chart.] 

C These hlaDders arc short, squat, pt~()ple, generally round 
, visaged with thick eyebrows; their eyes of a hazel CO)OUl', 

, smail, yet bigger than those of the Chinese;' they have short 
, low noses, the.ir teeth white; their hair black, thick, and Jallk, 
, which they wear short: their skins are of a dark copper 
, colour. They wear nei t.her hat, cap, nor turnali to keep off' 
, the sun, The men had a cloth about their waist, and the 
, women wore short cotton petticoats whieh reached below the 
, knee. These pco(lle had iron; but ~vhence it came we knew 

not.. The boats they build ~re much after tht~ fashion of our 
, De~1 yawls, but smaller, and CVtry man hab a boat. which he 
• builds himself. They have also large boats, which will carry 
, "0 or 50 men cacho 

, T~ley are neat noll cleanly in their persoDs, and are withal 
• tbe quietest and civilest people I ever met with. I could 
, never perceive them to be angry one with another. I have 
, admired to sec 20 or SO boats aboard oUf ship at a time, 811 
, quiet and enc.Jeavouring to help each other on occasion; and 
, if cro",~ accidents happened, they caused no noise nor appear
, auce of distaste. \Vhen any of us came to their houses, tJwy 
, would entertain us with such things as their houses or planta~ 
, tions would afford; and if t hey had no hashee at home, wc;uld 
, buy of their neighbours, and sit down and drink freely with 

us; yet ne.i ther then nor sober could I eyer perceive them 
, to be out ot' humour. 

, I never observed them to worship any thing; they had no 
, idols; nehhcr did I perceive that one man was ~f greater 
, power than another: tbey seemed to be all equal, onl .. every 

man 
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t; man ruling in his own house, and children respecting and 
'honouring their parents. Yet it is probable they have some law 
C or custom by which they are governed; for whilst we Jay here, 
, we saw a young Illan buried alive in the earth, and it was 
, for theft, as fal' as we could understand from them. There 
( was a grt~at cleep hole dug, amI ahundance of people came to 
, the place to take their last farewell of him. One woman 
, particularly made great lamentations, and took off the con
e demned person's ear-rings. 'Ve supposed her to be his mother. 
, After he had taken leave of her, and ijome others, he was pnt 
, into the pi~ and covered over with earth. He did not Rtruggle, 
, but yielded very quietly to his punishment, and they crammed 
, the earth close UpOIl hi.m, and stifled him~ 

• Monmo!4th and G"afton Islc .• are very hilly with steep 
, precipices; and whether from fear of pirates, of foreign 
, enemies., Qr factions among their own clans, their towns nnd 
, villages are built Of) the most steep and inaccessible of these 
, procillices, and on the ~ides of roc*y hills; so that in some of 

their towns, three or four rows of houses staoo one above 
'another, in places so .tcep that they go up to the first row 
, with a ludder, and in the same mal-lFler asr-end to every street 
' .,upwaoos. Graj~on and Afonmouth islands are vcry thick set 
, with: these hilts and towns. The two small Islands arc flat 
" and even, except that on Rushee Islaud tllere js one steep 
, craggy bill. The Teason why OJ'ulige Island has no inhabitants, 
, though the largest and as fertile as any of these IsJanus, J take 
"to be, . because· it. is Jevel and exposed to attack; and ti:)r the 
, same reason, Goat Island, being low and mien, hath no inha~ 
'bitallts. \\le saw no houses built on any open plain ground. 
, 'fheirl houses are but small and l~, the roofs about eight 
, feet high • 

• The vaUies are well watered with brooks of fresh water. The 
jj'uitli 
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(' II" P. ~11. ' fruits o( these Islands arc plantains, bananas, pinc-appl~t 
~ 

1687. 'pumpkin~, yams anu other Toots, anti sugar-canes, which last 
B .. h.. "they use mostly for their bashee drink. Here are plenty of 
hlando. 'goats, nnd hogs; and but a few fowls. They had no grain of 

Septem~r. 

26th. 

. 
Oct.uber. 

C any kind. 
, On the 26th of September, our ship was driven to sea; by a 

strong gale at N b W, which made her drag her 'anchors. Sit: 
( of the crew wel'~ on shore, who could not get on board. 11he 
, weather continued stormy till the 29th. The 1st of October, 
, we recovered the anchorage from which we hnd been driven, 
, and imDJcdiately the natives brought on board our six seamen, 
, who refuted that after the ship was out of sight, the natives 

were more kind t1> them than they ~ad b~..,n before, and tried 
to persuade them to cut th~ir hair short, as was tbe cllstOm 

c among themselves, offering to each of them if they would, a. . 
young woman to wife, a piece of land, and utensils fit for a 
planter. These ofiers were dec1ined, but the natives were not 

, the less kind; on which account we made them a present 
., of three whole bars of iron.' 

T,,·o days after this reciprocation oiikindness, the Buccaneers 
bid farewell to these friendly Iolanders. 



FROM THE BASHEE ISLA~mS. 

C HAP. XXII. 

The Cygnet. At the Philippines, Celebes, and Timor. On Ihe 
Coast of New HoJland. End of the Cygnet. 

~57 

FRO M the ·BllShe. I.uma.., the Cygnet steered at first SSW, ~. 
with the wind at West, and on that course pa!lsed 'close 1687_ 

, \0 tbe Eastw~rd of certain small Island, that lie just by the Octobe,. 

, N"rth end of the Island Lllconia: 
Tbey went .on . Southward by tbe East of the Philippme hland 

lllands. On tbe 1.4th, Liley were near a small Jow woody bland, near the 
SE end of 

which Dampier reckolwd to lie East 20 leagues from the SE Mind.., ••. 

·end .of MjudanQo. TIl!' J 6th, they anchored between the 
BmaH lslanos Condigar and Saranga1l; but afierwards found at C8.l'Idig81. 

the. NW end of the Eastern of the two Islands, a good and 
.cQnv601ellt small co.'·c, into which they went, and careened the 
ship •. TheY heard here Ihat Captain Swan and those of the 
crew left with him. were still at the City of Mindanao. 

The Cygnet aod her restless t:rew continued wandering 
about .tbe Eastern Sea" alllong the Philippine Islands, to Celebes, 
and to Timor. December the .27th, steering a Southerly course, J)e('ember. 

they passed by the West side of Rotte, and Ily another small N'7 Ih 'h .., I e 
Island, near the SW end of Timor. Dampier says, , Being now SW cod of 

, clear of all the Islands, and having the wind at West and T imor . 

• W b N, we steered away SSW,· intending to touch at New 
• Holland, to see what that eoontry would alford us: 

Tbe wind blew fresh, and kept them under low sail; 
sometimes with 0111y their courses set, and sometimes with 
reefed topsails. The 31st at noon, thejr Jatitude was 13· fO' S. 31St, 

About ten o'c1uck at night, they tacked and stood to the 
Nllrthward for fear of a shoal, which their charts laid down 

10 

• 1dQ~t Journal. 
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~"A p. "; in the track they were sailing, and in latitude 1~' 50' S, At three 
1688. in the morning, they lacktid again· arid .tood S b Wand SSW. 

January_ As soon as it was light, they perceived.a low Island and shoal 
Low Island right ahead. This shoal, hy their reckoning, is in laHtude 
and Sho,', S W' h W d f "'. • I' ShW from l!f 50', ancllics b lrom t e est en 0 .L,mor. ' tIS 

"'e W,,, • a small ,pit of sand· 8NlParif1g ".webove . Ute 'water', ·ed .... 
~~ " rr- J- ~ 

'Timor. "with !'I8\'ernl -rocks abollt 1t ,-eight or ten . feet, high above 

N W Cou~t 
of ~ f!W 

Hollaud. 

'water. It lies in a trM."gular,4orm, each Bide in ' extent. about 
, a league and a half. We c"\lld ·not · weather it, so' bore "'faY 
' . round the ·£ast end, and :stood again to ; the Southward, 
, )l88sing dose "hy it -and sounding, but found no ground. This 
' -shoal i'i ·Iaid down in OHr drafts 'Dot above )6 or 21) Jeaglles 

, ft".nNew Holland; ' but ". ran afterwards 60 'Ieagues making 
, a course uue -Sotlth;hcfore we ·feB 'in with -the coast o{NtiD 
I Rutland, -which 'we did On January the 4th, ' in latitude 

16' 50' 8.' Damp;er remarks 'here, that unle$s they were ~et 
Westward by "eurrent, tile coast of Ntw Holland must hare 
been "laid do",n too far Westward in tbe charts ; but he 
thought it unt probable ·that they were deceived by currents, 
because the tides on 'that p.rt.of ,t.he co ... t were found very 
regular; thc ·flood setltng towards 1the 'N E. 

In" ~y rrhc 'coast here WBS low and level, wiLlI sand· banks. The 
N~ tnst Cygnet sailed. along thf'. shom N-E b E 12 'leagues, when Bhe 

of Ncw ('Hme to a point of land, with an Island so near it that 
Holloud. _~ Id I A I be' . I' l'tuC coo not pass >et'Wecn. eague lore conung to t us 

point, that is to say, Westward of the poInt, was a whoat which 
ran ·out .from '·the main·lanu n league, 'Beyond ihe poio't, the 
co .. t ran East, and Ea.tSoutheriy, making a deep 'bay with 

many , 
• 

• ~n tbe printed V0i'agc~ lhc ahoul iJ miaLa.lr.enly.a&d. w lie Sb W ti'omthe F..ut 
eml of Timor. The Manuscript Journal, ond the 'trnck of the IIhil' as marked in 
the chartll l0 the 1St volume of' JJnmpul, Yoyngt" agree in making the place of 
the ahonl S b W from the WeJt,eIMi of ~, ; ".h~e they had luat takeu their 
deplU'turc, twd from which their reckOWDi WBi kept. 
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many Islands .in it. On the .5th, they anchored in this ' bay, 
about two . mile. from the· shore, in!l9 fathorns. The 6th; ·thry 
ran nearer in and anchored -about' four miles Eastward of the 
point ·before mentioned, and a mile tlistant from the nearest 
shore, in 18 fathoms depth, the bottom clean sand. 

People wer.e seen on the land, and, a b0at was sent-to -endea
vour to mak.t aoquaint&o<!c·with them; but the natires did not 
wait. Their habitations were sought for, hut none 'were found. 
The soH ,here was dry and .sandy, yet fresh water was fOllftd -by 
digging for it. They warped "e ship int<> "small sandy coye. at 
a ,spring tide, as far as she wouldfleat, and at low water -she was 
high aground, the .and· being dry without her half a ·mile·; for 
the sea rose and fell heo;e aoout fiye fathoms perpendicularly. 
During the neap tides, the ship lay wholly aground, the sea 
not approaching nearer tbaR ·within ·R hundred yards of her . . 
Turtle and manatee were stmck here, as much every day- as 
sen-·ed the whole crew. 

Boats went , from the ship to different parts of the bay in 
search of provisions. For a considerable time they met -with 
no inhabitants; but at length, a party going to one of the 
Islands, saw there about forty- IJatives, men,. women,. and chil
dr .. n. • The I.land waa too small for them tl> conceal them- ' 
c sel,ves. > 1'he men ·at · first ,made threatening motions with 
, lances and wooden· 8WOt'dS, but a musket was ·fired to scare 

• them, and they stood stm. The ·women snatched up their 
• infant. and ran ·R .. ay ,howling, tbcir other children running 
• after .squeaking,aod bawling. Some invalids who could Dot 
• get away lay by the fire making a doleful noise; ·but after a 
• soot:1-time they grew sensible· that no mischiefwas interwled 
• them,· and theY' .. became qltiet: 1'h<>se· who had tied, soon 
relU~.and some presents made, succeeded in rendering them 
UiliH.~ Dampie. ·relat .. , . • we filled some of our barrels witrl 
• ...... -at weU., . "biebhad 'been dug by the Datives, but it 

LLS 'being 
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ellA 'P. 21; , being troublesome to get to our boats, we thought to have 
1688. , . made these men he1p U8, to which end we put on them some 

January. 'old ragged clothes, thinking this finery would make them 
In. Bay 'willing to be employed. We then brought our new servants to 

on the 
NW eo .. , ' the wells, and put a barrel on the shoulders of each; but 

of New 'all the signs we could make were to no purpose, for they 
Hollaod. 

, stood like statues, staring at one another and grinning like-so 
, many monkies. These poor creatures seem not accustomed 
, to carry burlhens, and I believe one of our ship-boys of teo 
, years old would carry as milch as oDe of their men. So 
f we were forced to carry our water ourselves, aod they very 
, fairly put off the clothe.. again and laid them down. They 
• had no great likiflg to them at' first, neither did they seem 
• to admire any thing that we had.' 

, The inhabitants of tbis country are the most miserable 
• people in the world. The Hottentot. compared ,with them 
, are gentlemen. They have no houses, animals, or poultry. 
• Their persons are tall, straight-bodied, thin, with long limb. : 
• they have great heads, round foreheads, and great brows. 
• Their eyelid. are always half closed to keep the flies out of 
c their eyes, for they are so troublesome here that no fanning 
, will keep the~ from one's face, so that froln their ,infancy 
• they never open their eyes as other people do, and therefore 
• they canllot see far, unless they hold up their heads .s if 

they were looking at something over tbem. They have great 
bottle nose., full iip., wide mouths: the two fore-teeth of their 
upper jaw are wanting in all of them: neither have they Rny 

• beards. Their hair is black, short, and curled, and their .kins 
• coal black like that of the negroes in Guinea. Their only 'food 
• i. fi,h, and they constantly search for them at low waler, 
• and they make little weir& or dams with .tones aero .. little 
• coves of the sea. At one time, our boat being among tiHI 
• Island. seeking for ' game, e.pied a drove of these people 

• Iwimming 
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C "Imming from one Island to another; for they have neither C II A P. ~2. ------, boats, C8n~, nor bark-logs. We always gave them victual!:! 1688. 

, when we met aoy of them .. But after the first time of our Murch. 

e being among them, they did not stir for our coming.' Iro" ',"Y . n llC 

It deserves to be remarked to the credit of human nature, NW Coast 

h h I . d .. I h d f .fNew t at t ese poor peop e, 10 escnptJon t le most wretc e () Holland. 

mankind in ' all respects, that we read of, stood their ground 
for the defence of their women and children, against the sbock 
and first surprise at hearing the report of fire-arm •. 

The Cygnet remained at this part of New Holland till 
the 12t.h of March, and then sailed Westward, for tbe West 
COait of Sumatra. 

On the \lsth, they f,1I in with a small '\Voody uninhahited 
Island, in 'latitude 10· 20; S, and, by Dampier's reckoning, 1ft 6' 

of longitude from the part of New Holland at which they had 
been. There wa. too great depth of water every where round 
the Island for anchorage. A landing-place was found 'near 
the SW point, and on the Island a sllJali brook of fresh water; 
but the .urf would not admit of any to be taken off to the 
ship. · Large craw-fish, boobies, and men-of-war birds, were 
caught, as many as served for a meal for the whole crew. 

281h. 
An Island 

ill Lat. 
lot '1. 0 ' S. 

April the 7th, they made the coast of Sumat~a. Shortly after.. Ar'·;'. 
at the Nicobar lIu.ntU, Dampier and some othe", quitted the End of ,h. 

CygMt. 
Cygnet. Read, the Captain, and those who yet remained with 
bim, continued their piratical cruising in the Indian Seas, till, 
after a variety of adventures, and changes of commanders, they 
put into Saint Augustine'. Bay in the loland of Madagascar, by 
which time· the ship was in so crazy a condition, that the crew 
abandoned her; and she sunk at her anchors. Some of the men 
embarked on board European ships, and some engaged (hem
IClvee 'in the service of the petty princes of that Island. 

Dampier returned to Eligiand in 1691. 
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C II A P. XXIH. 

French Bucca7!ccr.~ under l'-~rRnfois Grognict· and Le Picard, 
10 tlte Dealh of Grogniet . 

. <" H. '~. H A V I N G accompanied tbe Cygnet to her end, the History 
The j;ft'llch must again be . taken back to the breaking .up of the 
BUC('lJnt'en, general cop.fetleracy. of Buccaneers which took pl~ce at the 
Jul;~685 . bland Quibo, to gi,'c a connected narrative of the proceedings 

Under 
Grogniet. 

November. 

of the French adventurers from that period to their quitting 
the South Sea. 

Three bundred and forty,one l'rench Buccaneers (or to give 
th.cm their due, privjiteers, war then existing between France 
and Spain) separated from Edward Davis in July 1685, 

choosing for their leader Captain l'ran~ois. Grogniet. 
They had a small ship, two small barks, and some large 

canoes, which weTc insufficlf-nt to prevcl)t their being incom
moded far want of ,roOl,n, and the ship was so ill provided with 
sails as to ·be disquali&ed for cruising at sea. They were like
wise scantily furnished with provisions, and necessity for a long 
time confined t))cjr enterprise!; to th.e places on the coast of 
New Spai .. in the neighbourhood of Quibo. The towns of 
Pueblo NU_fVO, Ria Lexa, Nicoya, and others, were plundered 
by them, some more than once, by which they obtained .provi. 
sion" and little of other plunder, except prisoners, from whom 
they extorLt)d ransom either in provi.sions or .money~ . . 

. In November, they alt."eked !pC town of R.ia Lu:a. Whilst in 
the port, a Spanish Officer delivered .to them .a letter from the 
Vicar-General of the . province of GOlia Rica,written to inform 
them that a truce for twenty . sellrs , had .. been conc1.uded 

between 
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between France and Spain. The Vicar-General therefore re- (" II A P. 23· ---.....-..-
quired of them to forbear committing farther hostility, and J685. 

offered to give them safe conduct over 1and to the Nortlt Sea, Novemher. 

and a passage to Em-ope in the gaJeoD5 of his Catholic Majesty B!~:71:rli 
to n~ many as -should desire it. This offer not according with under 

(jroglllrt. 
tIle indinations of the adventurers, they declined accepting it, 011 tl \(' 

and, without ente_ring into enquiry, professed to disbelieve the NCOU~T of 
cw Spalll. 

intelligence. 
~ovembcr the 14th, they were ncar the Poillt BUI'iea. LU388,n Point de 

Hays, ' we admired the pleasant u.ppearance of the land, and lluricu. 

, among other things, a walk or avenue, formed by five fews 

, of cocoa·nut trees, which extended in continuation along the 
, coast 15 leagues, with as much regularitY)ls if they had been 
• planted by line.' 

In the beginning of January 1686, two hundred and thirty of ,686. 

thf'se Buccaneers went in canoes ffom Quibo against Chiriquita, Jnnuary. 
a small Spani!h · town on the Continent, between Point Burica Chi riquitR. 

and the Island Quibo. Chiriquita i. situated up a navigable 
river, and at some distance from the sea-coast. 'Before this 
, river are eight or tcn Ialnnds. and shoals on which the 

sea breaks at 10w water ; but there are channels between 
• them through which ships lDay p.,. *.' 

The Buccaneers arr~ved in the night at the 'entrance of the 
rh'er, unperceived by the Spaniards; but being without guides, 
and in the · dark, they mistook and landed on the wrong ~idc 
of the river. They were two days occupied in discoverillg tile 
right way~ but were so well concealed hy the woods. that 
at daylight on the morning of the third ,lay t"c.y came 
upon the town and surprised the whole of the iuhabitants, who, 
sav. Lussan, had been occupied the J8st two days in disputing 
which of tbem ohould keep watch, and go the rounds. 

I,us~an 

.. A JTflyage by Edllard CooM, Vol. I, p. 371. London, I j12. 
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C It A P. 23; LUBsan .. elates here, that himself and five others were decoyed 
• 

1686. to pursue a few Spaniards to a distance trom the town, where 
J ... ",y, they were suddenly attacked by one hundred and twenty men. 
Grogniet He and his companions however, he says, played their parts an 

on the 
Coast of hour and a half' en 'twa; Flibustiers; and laid thirty of the 

New Spltin. enemy on the ground, by which time they were relieved by the 
arrival of some oftbeir friends. They set fire to tbe town, and 
got ransom for their prisoners: in what the ransom consisted, 
Lussan has not said. 

At Quibo. Their continuance in one station, at length prevailed Oil the 
Spaniards to collect and send a force against them. They had 
taken some pains to instil into the Spaniards a belief that they 
intended to erect fo<tifications and establish them""lves at Quibo. 
Their \'ieW' in tllis it is not ~a8y to cOlljecture, un1ess it was ~o 
discourage their prisoners from pleading poverty; for they 
obliged those from whom they could not get money. to labour, 
and to procure bricks and rnaterials (or building to he sent 
for their ransolll. On the 27th of January, a small fleet of 
Spanish \'essels approached the Island Quibo. The buccaneer 
ship was without cannon, and lay near the entrance of a 
river which had only depth sufficient for their small vessels. 
The BuccaneeT!! therefore took out of the ship all that could 
be of usc, and ran her aground; and with their small barks and 
canoes took a station in the river. The Spaniards set fire to 
the abandoned ship, and remained by her to collect the iron
work; but they shewed no disposition to attack'the French in 

Feb,my, the river; and on the J st of February, they departed from 
the Island. 

The Buccaneers having lost their .hip, set hard to work to 
build themselves small vessels, In this month of February, 
fourteen of tbeir number died by sickness and accident.. 

March. They had projected an attack UpOD Granada, but want of 
preseot 
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present subsistence obliged them to seck supply neater, and. a ,r. II A 1'.23; 

detachment was sent with that "iew to the river of Puei1lo 1686. 

Nuevo. Some v""sels of the Spani'h flotilla which had lately M"'ch. 

been at Quibo, were lying at anchor in the river, which the Unsuccen· 

FI'b' . k ' . I E I' h B I f,1 attempt I ustlers mLStoo Jor a pal'ty of t Ie ng IS uccaneers. n at l)ucblo 
this belief they went within pistol-shot, and hailed, and were N,c'.' 
then undeceived by receiving for answer a volley of musketry. 
They fired on the Spaniards in return, hut were obliged to 
retreat, and in this affair they lost four men killed outright, and 
between 30 and 40 were wounded. 

Preparatory to their intended expedition against Granada, 
they agreed upon some regulations for preserving discipline 
and order, the principal articles of which w~re, that cowardice, 
theft, drunkenness, or disobedience, should be punishetl with 
forfeiture of all .hare of booty taken. 

On the evening of the 22d, they were near the entrance 
of the Gulf of Nicoya, in a little fleet, consisting of two .man 
barks, a row-gaBey, and nine 1argc canoes. A tornado came 
on in the night which dispersed them a good deal. At day
light they were .urpri,ed at counting thirteen sail in company, 
and before they discovered which was the strange vessel, five 
more sail came in sight. They soon joined each other, and the ' Grognict 

strangers proved to be a party of the Buccaneers of whom i ~ jninc1d by 
Town ev. 

Townley was the head. . 
Townley had ported company from Swan not quite two 

mooth. before. Hi. company consisted of 115 men, embarked 
in a ship and five large canoe •. Townley had advanced with his 
canoes along the cuast . before his · ship to seek provisions, he 
al)d hi. men being no better off in that respect than Grogniet 
alld hi. followers. On their meeting as above related, the French 
did.no! forget Townley's former overbearing conduct towards 
them : : t~e:f, howerer, limited their vengeance to a short 

;.vo.". I¥. M M triumph. 
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("' 11 A B. 23-- triumph. -Lussan sa,s, ' we nuw finding ourselves the strongest, 
~.--' , CIIlled to miad tbe ill offices he had done us, and to shew him 1686. 
Gtogniet 

.ad 
Townley. 

April. 

Expedition 
iLg ainst tl 1(~ 

City of 
Gnullidn. 

, our resentment. we mnde hilll and his men in the canoes 
, with bim our prisoners. We then bop.rded his Ithip, of 
, whic.h we made oU ... elves masters, and pretended that we 

, would keep her. 'Ve let them remain some tinw under 
, this apprebtmsion, after which we made them . sec· that we 
, were lIlore bon est and oj vilized people than tuey were, and 
, tbat we would not profit of our advantage over them to 
, revenge ourselves; for after keepiog possession about four 
, "r Ii,ve bours" we returned to them their ship and all that had 
• been taken frOID them: The Engli.h shewed their seose 01 
this moderation bY' offering to join in the attack on Granada, 
wh,ich o~r w.as immediately accepted'. 

The city of Granada is situated ill a valley bordering OIl the 
Lake. of Nicaragua, and is about 16 leagues distaot frolll Leoll, 
Tue. BllC'1aneel'~ were provided with guides~ and to avoidkg.iving 
ilie Spaniards sm~pieion Qf their design, Townley's ship and the 
two< barks w~rc left at. anchor ncar Cape Blanco, wjlilst the for"" 
de.tined to be emplQyed against G .'a/la(la proceeded in tit. 
canoe:s to Ute. plafle at which it was pl'Oposed to land, directiom 
being left, with. the ship and barks to follow in due time. 

The 7tb of Aprjl, 345 !3ucciUlc<rs landed from tbe canoes, 
about twenty leagues N"V ... wal'd of Cape Blanco, anu begall 
their march, conducted by the guides, who led them througl: 
wood. anti unli~quented. ways. They travelled night an.d da) 
till the 9th, itt bop"" to reach the city. before they were disco
,'cred by the inhabitants, or their having laoded should be 
knowo b5 \h~ Sp)lIliards, . 

The province of Nicaragua, in which Granada: stands, is
reckoned one of the most fertile in New Spmn. The dilown~e 
from where the Buccaneers landed, to the city, way. be .,.I;i.

mated 
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mated about 60 mile •. Vet they expected to come ul'on it .C RH. '3. 
by surprise; and in fact they did travel the greater part of the .686. 

way without heing seen by any inhabitant. .such a mark of the Ap.il. 

.tate of the populatioll, corresponds with all the accounts given Grogniet 
nnd 

(If the wretrhed tyranny exercised by the Spaniard. ovcr thCTownley. 
nations they have conquered. 

The Buccaneers hOWC\1cr were discovered in their second 
day's march, by people who were fishing in a river, some of 
.. hOlm immediately posted off with the intelligence. The Spa
niards had some. time before been advertised by a deserter that 
the Buccaneers. designed to attack Granada; but they were 
known to entertain designs upon so many places, and to be so 
fluctuating in their pla'ls, that the Spaniar71s could only judge 
from certain inteJligence where most to guard against their 
attempts. 

On the night of the 9th, fatigue and hunger obliged the 
Buccaneers to halt at a sugar plantation four leagues distant 
from the city. One man, unable to keep up with the rest., had 
boon taken pri.Gner. The morning of the loth, they marched 
on, and from an eminence over "'hich they passed, had a view 
of the Lake of Nicaragua, on whkh ~'ere seen two vessels sail-
ing from the city. These vessels the Bucc'Ineers afterward. 
learnt, were freighted with the richest moveables th~t at short 
notice the inhabitants had been able to embark, to be con-
veyed for security to an Island in the Lake which was two 
leagues distant from the city_ 

Granada was large and spacious, with magnificent churches 
and well-Imilt houses. The ground is destitute of water, aud 
the tilwn is supplied from the Lake; nevertheless there were 
many large sugar plantations in the neighbourhood, some of 
which 'were like small towns, and had handsome ·churche •. 
~ was not regularly fortified, bnt had a place of arms sur
roullded"'itb a waU, in the nature of Ii citadel, and furnished 

)\M2 with 

lOlli. 



266 BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA 

C H A 'P. !l3. with cannon. The great church was within this inclosed part of' 
'--,,--' . 

10M6. the town. The Buccaneer~ arrived about two o'dock in the 
April. afternoon, and immediately assaulted the place of arms, which 

The City they carried with the Joss of four men kille<l, and eight 
of Nueva 
Granada wounded, most of them mortally. The first act of the victors, 
tIIken; according to Lussan, was to sing Te Dcum in the great church; 

and the next, to plunder. Provisions, military slores, and u. 
quantity of 'merchandise, were found in the town, the laUer of 

nth. which was of little or no value to t.he captors. The next day 
they scnt to enquire jf the Spaniards would ransom the town, 
and the merchandise. It had been rumoured that the Bucca
neers would he unwilling to destroy Granada, bccau!Jc they pro
posed at some fuh11'e period to make , it their baiting place, in 
returning to the Nurth Sea, and the Spaniards scarcely con-

AntI Burnt, descended to make answer to the demand for ransom. The 
Duccaneers in revenge set fire to the houses. 'If we could ha \'c 

found boats; snys Lussan, ' to have gone on the lake, and 
, could have taken the two vessels laden with tbe riches of 
, Granado, we should have thought this a favoumble oppor
, tunity for returning to the 1fiest [m/ies: 

15th, On the 15th. they left Granada to return to the coast., 
which journey t,hey performed in the most leisurely manner. 
They took with them a large cannon, with oxen to draw it, ancl 
some smaller guns which they laitl upon mules. The weather 
was hot and dry, and the 1"00<1 so clouded with dust, a. almost 
to stifle both men and beasts. Sufficient provision of water 
had Dot been made for the joul'lley. anrl the o.en all died. 
The cannon was of COUNe left on the road. Towards the latter 
part of the jonrney, water nnr! refreshments were ,procured at 
Jo;ome vil1ages and houses, the inhabitants of which furnished 
.up!>li'" us a condition that their dwellings should be spared~ . 

On the £6th. they arrived at the sea and embarked in their 
,·essel., taking on board ~'ith them a Spanish priest whom the 

Spaniards 



IN THE SOUTH SEA. 269 

Spaniards would not redeem by delivering up tlJeir buccaneer ell " P. '2.1. -----prisoner. Most of the men wounded in the Granada expedition 16SG. 

died of cramps! Apri l. 

'fhe £8liJ, they came upon Ria Lera unexpectedly, anel made :.z8th, 

I A! 
one lUnd red of the inhabitanh prisoners. By such means, ]tiu LeXII. 

Iitt1e could be gained more than present subsistence, and that 
was rendered. very precarious by the SpaniarJs removing their 
cattle from the coast. It was thcrcf{>re determined to put an end May. 
to their unprofitabJe continuance in one place; but they could 
not agree where next. to go. All the English, and one half of 
the Freneh, were for sailing to the Bay of Panama. The other 
half of the !·'rench, 148 in Dumber, with Grogniet at their head, 
declared for trying their fortunes North-westward. Division 
was mane of the vcssel~ and provisiolls. The wbole money 
which the .Prench had acquired by their depredations amounted 
to little more than 7000 dollars, and this sum they generously 
distributed among those of their countrymen who had been 
lomed or disabled. 

May the 19th, they parted company. Those bound for the Grog";"! 
nnd 

Bay of Panama, of whom Townley appears to have heen Tuwnley 

regarded the heau, had a ship, a bark. and some large canoes. ., part 
I • • . • . ro. (,olllilany. 
Iownley proposed an altack on the town of Lavella 01' La hllw,. nU('(':U1e{~r s 
at w'hich place the treasure from the Lima ships had been mllkr 

d d · I j ' I h' I Townlt·y. Ian e m tIe precO( 109 year, an< t IS proposa was appl'U\'eri. 
Tornadoes and heavy rains kept them alllong the Kcy' JUII l'. 

of Quibo till the middle of June. On the 20th of that month, 
they arl'il'p.d off the Punta lvIala, and during the day, they 
lay at a distance from the land with sails fllrlcd. At lIight 
the principal part of their force made for the lalld ill the 
canoes; but they had been deceived in the distance. Finding 
that they could not reach the river which lead, to Lavelia 
~(ore day, they took down tlie sails and masts, and \\'Cllt 

to 
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~. to three -teagues distance from the Jond, where they lay an 
.686. the day of the 21,1. Lussan, who wa. of this party of Buc
June. cancers, says that they were obliged to practise the same 

Buccan..,,, manrellvre on tile duy following. In the middle of the night of 
under 

Towu!ey. the 2!2d, 160 Bucclineers landed from the canoes at the entrance 
'lSd. of the ri,'cr. They were some hours in marching to Lovelia . 

.Lrl\'cl ~a )'et the to"n was surprised, and abo\'c ~oo of the inhabitants 
tll~cn . 

made prisoners. '[his WAS in admirable conformity with the rest 
of the management of the Spaniards. The fleet from Lima, 
Jaden with treasure intended for Panama, had, more than a year 
before, landed the treasure and rich merchandise at LtWelia, as 
a tempurary measure of security against the Buccaneers, suited 
to the occasion. ~he Government a~ Panama, and the other 
proprietors, would not be at the trouble of getting it removed 
to Panama, eXl'cpt in such portiolls as might be required by 
some present convenience; and allowcd a great part to remain 
in Lavelia, a place of no defence, although during the whole 
time Buccaneers had been on the coast of Veragtta , or Nica
ragua, to whom it now became an easy prey, through indo· 
)ence and a total want of \'igilance, as well in the proprietors 
as in those whom they employed to guard it. 

Three Spanis!l barks were riding in the ri,'er, one of which 
the crews sunk, and 110 dismuntled the others that no use could 
be made of them; but the Buccaneers found two bonts in 
servicf"able condition at a JandingwpJace a quarter of a Jeague 
bela,,, the town. The riches they now saw in their pO'l8t!ssion 
equalled their most sanguine expectations, and if secured, they 
thought would compensate for all former disappointments. 
The merchandise in Lavclia WftS estimated in value at a mi1lion 
and a halfof piastres. The gold and silver found there amounted 
or.ly to 15,000 pia!tres. 

The first day of being masters of Lavelia, was occupied by 
the 
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the Buccaneers in making assortments of the most valuahle ~ 
articles of the merchandise. The next m rning, they loaded to&). 

80 horses with bales, and a. guard of 80 men -went with them June. 

to. the InDding-place where the two boats above mentioned were A 'L
4rl>·I· 

. t ave 1:1 . 

Iy·ing. In the way, oue man of this elCort was takeD by the 
Spwoiards. The tW() pri.e boats were by no means large enough 
to carr,)' all tke goods which the Buccaue ... proposed to take 
from LafJelia; and on that account direl'lions had been dis
patched to the people in the canoe. at the entrancr of the riv<f 
to advance-up towards the t.o\vn. These directions tll("y attempted 
to executtl ; but the la·nd. bordering the river was woody, which 
exposed the canoes to the fire of a concealed enemy, and after 
losing one man, they d~5jStcd fi'om advan~ing. li'or the same 
cause, it was thought proper Dot to send 0/1' the two IQaded 
boats without a strong guard, 8ud they did not move during 
this day. The Buccaneers sent a letter to the Spanish Alcalde, 
to demand if he would ransom the town, the merchandise, and 
tbe prisoners; but the Alcalde refused to treat with them. In 
the afternoon therefore, they set fire to the town, and marched The Town 

I I d · I I I bid h d set UII lire. to ,1 le aD mg-p acft w lere t Ie two oat. sy, an t ere rcste 
for the night. 

The. river of Lavelia is broad, hut sballow. ,Vessels of forty Hive .. of 
tons can, go a league and a half within the entrance. The l..a\'d ia. 

landing-place is yet" league and a half farther up, and the 
town is· a quarter of a. mile from the landil}g-placc-. 

On the morning of the 25th, the two boats, laden as deep as '5th. 
w"" safe, began to fall down the river, having on board nine 
Jueo to CODduct them. Tbe main body 'of the' Buccaneers at 
the same time· marched along the ·bank on one side of tbe 
river fo. their I'roteclion. A body of Spaninrd, skrcened by 
the woods, and unseen by tbe Buccaneers, k. pi pace with 

them 

• Ravenell" de Luuan, p. 117. 



C H' P •• ~. them . .,., tile other.ide of the river, 8t ·,a.m~\l , distance withiD , 
,sSe. the bank. The Buccaneers had marched' about a league, and 
June. the boats had descended as far, wben .tiIey c._ to a point of 

At Laveli • • laDd on .. bieh rbe trees and underw.ood gre1f .so thick,1lli iiot 
to be penetrated without-.oIne ,labour and expence 'of Hme, to 
whicb tbey did not choose to submit, but preferred making '. 
circuit which took them about a quarter of a mile from the 
river. The Spaniards on the opposite side were on the watch, 
and not .low in taking advantage of their absence. They came 
to the bank, wbence they fired upon the men in tbe laden 
boats, four of whom they killed, and wounded one; the other 
four abandoned the boats aDd escaped into the thicket. Tbe 
SpaWards took pOlll!ession of the boats, and finding there the 
wounded Buccaneer, they cut oif biB head and fixed it on a stake 
which they set up by the side of the river at a place by which 
tbe rest of tbe Buccaneers would necessarily have to pas •. 

The main body of tbe Buccaneers regained the side of the 
river in ignorance of what had happened; and Dot seeing:the 
boats, wel'e for a time in doubt wbether they were gone for
",ard, or were still behind. The first notice they received of 
their los. was from the men who bad escaped from the boats, 
who made their .way througb the thicket and joined them. 

Thus did this crew of Buccaneers, within a short 'space of 
time, win by circumspection amI adroitness, and lose by negli .. 
gence, the richest booty they had ever made. If 'quitting the 
baRk of the river had been a lDtItter of necessity, and unavoid
able, thore 'wl\s nothing but idlenesrto prevent their conveyiRg 
their plunder tbe renlainder of the distance 'to then- boats , 
by land. 

In making their way tbl'Ough the wood., they fOllndtb'e 
rudder, sails, and other furniture of tbe Sp.ni,h bUI-ks.in the ' 
river; the barks themselve, were near at I1and, and the 

BUCC8neet\l 



£73 

Buccaneer. embarked · iia .,tbeJu;: but th" : I\ood. tide' making, ~H n. '3: 
they came to an anchOli;'\'andlay still for the night. ,686 . 
. The next mOf/ling.' .. ·.the, descended the river, they saw the Jmw. 

• _L.-!_ 26th. boats whichlbey· loe"· ,,,' ri~..,.tieighted, now cleared Qf their 
lading and ·b;"'lien .. tci pieces; Pd nea •• their wreck, wa .. :tIIit 
head which the· Spaniards had stuck up. 'Fllis,'spectacle, added 
to "the morti(yoing loss of their booty, threw the Buccaneers into 
a frenzy, and they forthwith cut off the heads of four prisoners, 
and set them on poles in the same place. In the passage down 
the river; four more of the Bttccaneers were killed by the firing 
of the Spaniards /i'om the banks. 

The day .after their retreat /Tom the river of Lave/ia, a '7th. 

Spaniard went off to tlierri to treat for the reJcMe of the prisoners, 
and they came .to an agreement that 10,000 pieces of eight 
should be paid for their ransom."' SOlI)e among them, who had 

' wives were permitted to go on shore lhat thcy might assist .in 
procuring the money; but on the 29th, the same messenger again 
went off and acquainted them that the Akalde Major would not 
only not suffer the relations of the prisoners to send moncy for 
their ransom, but. tuat he had arrested some of those whom the 
Buccancers bad allowed to land, On receiving this report, these 
savages without hesitation cut off the heads of two of their 
prisoners, . and delivered thE'm to the messenger, to be carried 
to the Alcalde, · with dlcir assurance that jf the ransom did not 
speedily ar~ive, the rest of t.he . prisoners would be treated in 
tbe same manner. .1':IiJ.e next day the ransom was settled {sr 
the remaining pri,oners, an., for ;one of the captured t>ar~ .; . 

tbe Spaniards poying partly with moneYl partl! witll provi'io,,* 
and uecessariellfaud with the release y{ the Buccaneer they b"d 
taken. . In the ~ment for th,~, the Spaniards reijui~. 
a .Dote specifying that if the Butean.ors again . qlet .her, tlley. 
ib"oul~ . m,Bk.e··pl'ize only'of tbe C8~~ and nut of the vessel~ ," 

. After·tlle destruction of LaVelia, it might be .upposed that 
VOL: IV. N N the 



274 BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA 

~ the ptlrpetrators of so much tuischicf would not be allowed 
.686. with impunity to remain in the Bay q{Paooma; but such was 
J"ly. theweaknc .. or negligence of the Spaniards, that tbis small 

In the Bay body of freebooters continued sev.eral months in this same 
.r PaDam.. . h d d ' d h II f' L_ C' neJghbour 00 , an at times Wi er t every wa S 0 tuc fly. 

On another point, bowever, the Spaniards were mOI'e acti-ve, 
and with success; for they concluded a treaty of peace and 
alliance with the Indians of the Isthmus, in consequencc of 
-.1hich, the passage overland through the Darien country was 
no longer open to the Buccaneers; and some small parties 
of them who attempted to travel across, were intercepted and 
cut off by the Spaniards, wilh the assistance of the natives. 

The Spaniards !wid at Panama .. military corps distinguished 
by the appellation of Gr .. eks, which was composed of Europeans 
of different nations, not natives of Spain. Among the atroci
ties committed by the crew under Townley, they put to death 
one of these Greeks, who was also Commander of a Spanish 
vessel, because ·on,examininghiw for intelligence, they thought 
he endeavoured to deceive them; and in aggravation of the 
deed, Lussan relates the circumstance in the usual manner 
of his pleasantries, 'we paid him for his treacht:ry by sending 
, him to the other world: 

Augu" . On the 20th of August, as they were at anchoc within sight 
of the city of P'lnamQ, they observed boats passing and repass
ing between some vessels and tbe shore, and a kind of bustle 

Bottle .with .. hich bad the appearallce of an equipIllilDt. The next day, the 
s~~~: &ceaneer.ancho~ neartbe hi_ T~a; and tbere, ,on tbe 
,Ship" 1Il0.ning of the "~d, th.ey were attacked hy three armed vessels 

f .... m 'Pcnama. The'Spanjards were provided with caDDOn, and 
the battle , ... ted half tl ... I\I~, when, owilllJllW an explooion 
of 1!"n'po"der in one of'tbe Spanish ve_I., tbe victor:}' ..... 
decided in favour of the ~neen. Two of the three Spani,ah 
ve.se1. were taken, as w.s also one otber, which dllring' the 

fight 
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fight arrived from Panama as a reinforcement. In the last ,enA.T'. ~~. 

mentioned prize, cord. were found prepared for binding their .686. 

prisoners in the event of their being victorious; and this, the August. 

Buccaneers deemed provocation sufficient for them to slaughter Itfl the Buy 
o P"uaUl<t. 

the whole crew. This battle, so fatal to tbe Spaniards, cost the 
Buccaneers only one man killed outright, nnd !l2 wounded. 
'rownleY'waS' BmOtlg the wounded. 

Two of the prizes were immediately manned from the canoes, 
the largest uncler the command of Lc Picard, who was U;e 
chief among the French 'of this party. 

They had many prisoners; and one was ,;;ent with a JeUer to 
the Presiaent of Panama, to demand ransom for them; ~Jso 
medicines and dressillgs , for the wounded, <tand the release of 
five Buccaneers who they learnt were prisoners to the Spaniards. 
The medicines were sent, but the President would not treat 
either of ransom, or of the release of the buccaneer prisQners. 
The Buccaneers dispatched a second message to the :President, 
in which they threatened that if the five Buccaneers were not 
imn,ediately delivered to them, the heads of all the Spaniards 
in their possession, should be sent to him. The President paid 
little attention to this message, not bcJieving that such a threat 
would be executed; but the Bishop of Panama, regarding 
what had recently hapPened at Lavelu. as an ' earne,t of what 
the Buccaneers were capable, was seriously alarmed. He \\'rote 
a letter to them which he sent by a special messenger, "in which 
he exhorted them in · the mildest terms Dot to shed the blood 
of innocent men, and promised if they would have patience, 
to exert his inftuence to procure the release of the buccaneer 
prisoners. Hio letter concluded with the following remarkahle 
paragraph, wbich ,hews the greai · hopes entertained by the 
1I.bman Catholic. respecting G"eat Brita;" during the Reign 
of King James the IId. 'I have information; says the Bishop, 

"N:Ni 'to 
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~., to give you, that the English are all become Roman Catholics, 
1686. 'and that there is tlOW a Catholic Clwrch at Jamaica: 

Augu,t. The good Prelate's Jetter "as pronounced by the Buccaneers 
In the Day to be "oid of truth and sincerity, and an insult to their under~ 
of Panama. ~tanding. They had already received the price of blood, shed 

not in battle nor in their own defence ; and now, devoting 
themselve, to their thirst for gain, they would not· be 'diverted 
from their sanguinary purpose, but came to the re!;olution of 
sending the head, of twenty Spaniards to the Pre,ident, and 
with them a message purporting that if they did not receive a 
satisfactory answer to all their demands by the 2Hh of the 
month, the heaus of the remaining prisoners should answer for · 
it. Lussan says, ''the President's refusal obliged us, though 
, with some reluctance, 1.0 take the 'resolution to send him 
, twenty heads of his people in a canoe. This method was 

indeed a little violent, but it was the only way to bring the 
, Spanjard~ to reason lit: 

'Vhat they had resolved they put into immediate execution. 
The President of Panama was entirely overcome by their in .. 
human proceedings, and in the first shock and surprise, he 
yielded without stipulation to all'they had demanded. On 
the 2~th, the buccaneer prisoners (four Englishlllen and ODe 

Frenchman) were dcli\o'cred to them, with a letter from the 
President, who said he left to their own conscience the disposal 
of the Spani!o;h prisoners yet remaining in their hand8. 

To render the triumph of cruelty and ferocity more complete, 
the Buccaneers, in an answer to the President, charged the 
whole biame of what they had done to his obstinacy; in ex~ 
change for the five Buccaneers; they sent oo)y twelve. of their 
Spanish prisoners; and they demanded iO;OOO pieces of eight 

sa 

• , Ce moyen twit lZ fa vel;lt un peu ~ioltllt, mait c'dent (uniqut pour mettrt I" 
• E 'pagllol, a la f'ui$QII. 
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as ransom of the remainder, which demand however, they 1': 11 .... P. 2:}. 
~ 

afterwards mitigated to half that sum and a supply of refrcsh- ,6Ro. 
ments. On the 4th of September, the ransom was paid, and September. 

thE' prisoners were released. ~~~ :~:~I(~!::~. 
September the 9th, the buccaneer comm~ndert Townley, lknth of 

died of the wound he received in the last battle. The English Townlq. 

and French, Buccaneers were faithful associates, but did not 
mix well as comrades. In a short time after Townley's death, 
the English desired that a division should be made of the pri,.;c 
vessels, artillery, and stores, and that those of their nation 
should k~ep together in the same vessels: and this was done, 
without other separation taking place at the time. 

In November, they left the Bay qf Pallall'lfl" and sailed \Vest- Novelllbl'r. 

ward to their old station ncar the Poiut de Burica, where, by ~n lhe 
CuaNL of 

surprising small towns, villages, and farms, a bu!'inf~SS at ,,·hidr l\cw ~pUHJ. 

they had becume extremely expert, they procured provisions; 
nnd by the ransom of prisoners, some money. 

In January (1687) they intercepted a Ictter from the Spanish loR7. 

Commandant at Somonl/ate addresscd to the President of January. 

Panama., by which they learnt that Grogniet had been in 
Amapalla Bay, and that lhrc(': of his men had been taken 
prisoners. The Commandant remarktd in his letter, t.hat the 
peace made with the Darien Indians, having cut off' the retreat 
of the Buccaneers, would dr;,'c them to desperation, 1t.lld 
rencier them like so many mad dog3; he advised therefore tlmt 
some means should be adopted to facilitate their retreat, that 
the Spaniards in the South Sea might again enjoy rl'pose. I Tht'!J 
, have landed: he sa}'s, ' iu these parts ten or twelve times, ~'itlt-
, out knowing what tlte!) were seeking; but wheresoever they r:ome, 
, they sJI?il arullay waste every tMug: 

A few days after intercepting this letter, they look prisoner 
a Spani8h horseman. Lu.san say., • We interrogated him with 

, the 
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e u It. P. 23 . ' the usual ceremonies, that is to say, we gave him the torture, --------1687. 'to make him tell us what we wanted to know: 
January. .Many ~uch villanies were unuoubtcdly committed by thesp. 

On the banditti, more than appear in their Narratives, or than they 
Coaslof 

New Spain. dared to make known. Lussan, . who writes a history of his 

Grognil't 
n:j()in'i 
them. 

voyage, not before the enc..l of the second year of his. adventures 
in the South Sea, relates that they put a prisoner ta the torture; 
and it would have appeared as an individual instance, if he had 
not, probably through inadvertence, acknowledged it to have 
been their established practice. Lussun ' on his return to his 
native Jal\d, pretended to reputation and character; nnd he 
found (;ountenance and til\'our from his superiors; it is there.:. 
fore to I.e presurrted, that he would suppress every transac
tion in which he was a participator, 'which ·he thought of too 
deep a nature to be received by his patrons with indulgence. 
A circumstance whi'ch tended to make this set of Huccane~rs 
worse than any that had preceded them, was, its being com
posed of men of two nations between which there has exis~.cd 

a constant jealous'y and emu Cation. They were each ambitious 
to outdo the other ill acts of daringness, and were thereby 
inetigated to every kind of cxce~s. 

On the 20th, ncar Caldera Boy, they met Grognic t with 
sixty French Huccan<:crs in three canoe!;. Grogniet bad parted 
from Townley at the head of \48 men. They had made several 
descents Oil the coast. At the Bay ~f'Amapatlu, they marched 
14 leagues within the coast to a gold-mine, where .ther took 
many prisoners, and a .mall quantity of gold. Grogoiet wished 
to retura overland to the West-Indian Sea, but tbe maj<>rity 
of his companions were differently inclined, IWd &5 quitted 
him, and went to try their fortunes towards Colifomia. Grogniet 
neverthel"". persevered in the design with the remainder of hi. 
crew, to seek some part of the coast of NetJ) Sp"in, thin of 

inhabitants, 
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inhabitants, wbere tbey might land unknown to the Spaniards, 
and march without obstruction through the countr} to the 
shore of the Atlantjc, without other guide than a compass, The 
party they DOW met with, prevailed on them to defer the 
execution of this proj~ct to a season of the year more favour .. 
'able, and in the mean time to unite with them. 

In }'ebruary, they set fire to the town of N icoya. 'fheir 
gains by these descents were so smaJl, that they agreed to 
1eave the coast of NerD Spain and to go against Guayaquil; hut 
on coming to this determInation, the English and the l,'rt~nch 
fell -into high dispute jor the priority of choicd in the prize 
vesseJs which they expected to take, insomuch that upon this 
difference they broke off partnership, Gro~"'niet however, and 
about fifty of the .French, remained with the English, w'hich 
matle the whole number of that party 142 men, and tllt'y all 
embar}ed in one Sohip, the canoes not being safe for an open 
sea na\'igation. The other party numbered 16!2 men, all 

279 

e ll A P. 2,1. 
~ 

1(187. 

:Ft·brl lury. 
TIH 'Y 

d ivitlc. 

}"rcnch, and embarked in a small !Ship and a .Barca longa. 'nle >no~h 
. , 1' 1" I I n rt 1l'~ most cunous CJrcumstance atten< mg t liS separatIOn was, t 18t sai l ji lr lh.-: 

both I)arties 'persevered in the design upon GIlG,llflqui l, without C " Hsl ot' 
! l'l'rll . 

any proposal being made hy either to act in concert. They 
sailed from the C08St of Ne'll1 Spain near the end of' February, 
not in company, but each using all their exe·r(.ions to arri~e 
first at the place of destination. They crossed the Equinoc-tial The), illf' ('l 

I ' 1 b "d 'd II' II . 'lgain a; 1< 1 me separate y, ut a.tcrwar 8 at sea aCCJ cota y le -111 com~ 'n'u,:!, C' 
pany with each other again, and at this meeting they accolJI-
modated their differences, and renewed their partnership. 

April the l.3t.h, they were near Point "Smda Elfma, on the 
coast of Peru, and met there a prize vessel tw.longi.ig to their 
old Commander Edward Davis and his Company, but which 

.had heeD separated from him, She was laden with com and 
wine. and eillbt of Davis's men had the care of her, They had 

been 

i\ pri I. 




