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been direc\ed in case of separation, to rendezvou!i nt the bland 
Plata.; but the uncertainty of meeting Davis there, and the 
danger they should incur if they missed him, made them glad to 
join in the expedition against G.ua.ua~luilt and the provisions 
with which the )'essel was Jaden, made them welcome associates 
10 the 11uccancers engaged in it. 

Their approach to the City of Guayaquil was coaducted with 
the most practised circumspection and vigilance. On first 
getting sight of Point Santa Elena, they took in their sails and 
lay with them furled as long as there was daylight. In the 
night they pursued their course, keeping at a good distance 
from the laud, till they were to the Southward of the Island · 
Sa1lta Clar". Two ~lUndred and sixty men then (April the 15th) 
departed from the ships in. canoes. They landed at SOlita Clara, 
which was uninhabited, an~ at a part of the Islam ... Puna dis
tant from any habitation, proceeding only during the night 
time, and lying in concealment during the day. 

In the night of the 17th, they approached the Riv." G"".9a
gllil: At daylight, they were perceived by a guard 011 watch 
near the entrance, who lighted a fire as a signal to other 
guards stationed farther on; hy whom, however, the signal 
was 1I0t observed. The Buccaneers put as speedily as they 
could to the nc,irest land, and a party of the most alert made 
a circuit through the woods, and surprised the guard at the 
first sigool station, before the alarm had spread farther. 'fhey 
stopped near the entrance till night. All day of the 19th, they 
rPosted at .an Island in the river, and at night ad\'anced again. 
Their imention was to ha\'c passed the town in their canoes, 
and to j",ve landed above it, where they would be the least 
expected; but the tide of flood with which they ascended the 
river did not serve loug enough for their purpose, and on the 
20th, tlVO hours before day, tbey landed a short distance below 

the 
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the town, towards which they began to march; but the ground 
was marshy and O\"crgroU'n with brushwood. Thus faT they 
had proceeded undiscovered; when one of the Buccaneers left 
to guard the canoes struck a light to smoke tobacco, which 
was pcrcci\'cu by a Spanish sentinel on the shore opposite, who 
immediately tired his piece, and gave alarm to the Fort and 
Town. This. discovery and the badness of' the road caused the 
Buccaneers to derer the attack till daylight. The town of 
GuaYllquil is built round a mountain, on which were three forts 
which overlooked the town . The Spaniards made a tolerable 
defence, but by the middle of Ihe day they were driven from 
all their forls, and the town was Icft to the Buccaneers, 
detachments of whom were sent to endea\'OlIT to bring 1II 

prisoners, whilst a chosen party went to the Great Church to 
chant Te Deu ... 

Nine Buccaneers were killed Rnd twelve wounded in the 
attack. The booty founo in the town was considerable in 
jewels, merchandise, and sih'cr, particularly in church plate, 
besides 92,000 dollars in money, and they tuok seven hundred 
prisoners, among whom were · t.he Governor and his family. 
Fourteen vessels lay at anchor in the Port, and two ships were 
on the stocks ncarly fit for launching. 

On the cl'f'ning of the day that the city was taken, tile 
Gm'-crnor (being a prisoner) entered into treaty wit.h thc BlIc~ 
cancers, for the Cit.y, I-'ort" Shipping, hilllself~ and all the 
prisoners, to he redeemed for a million pit.'ccs of eight, to be 
paid in gold, and 400 packages of fluUJ'; and to hasten the 
procurement of the' money, which was to be brougJ.t. li'om 
Quito, the Vicar (,itllcral of the district, who was abo a prisoner, 
was released. 
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ell A P:~3· hou~s witTl such rapidity, that onc third of the city was de
---------•687. stroyed befOl" its progross was stopped. It had been specified 

Apl'iI. in the treaty, that the Buccaneers should not !let fire to the 
At .1 town; , therefore: says Lussan, ' lest in consequence of this 

Guayaqui. 
, accident, the Spaniards should refuse to pay the ransom, 
, we pretended to believe it was their doing.' 

Many bodies of the Spaniards killed in the assault of 
the town, remained unburied where they had fallen, and the 
Buccaneers were upprehcl1sive that some infections disorder 

'14th. would thereby be produced. They hastened therefore to em-

At Iht· 
Island 
Pilon. 

M :w. 
Grognict 

dies. 

bark on board the vessels ill the port, their plunder and 500 of 
their prisoners, with which, on the Sl5lh, they feU down the ' 
Ril'er to the Island Puna, wheTe they proposed to wait fOT 
the raDiom. 

On the 2d of May, Captain Grogniet died of a wound he 
received at Gua,yaquil. Le Ilic8rd was afterwards the chief 
among the French Buccaneers. 

The 5th of May had hcen named for the payment of the 
ransom, from which time the money was daily and with 
increasing impatience expected by the Buccaneers. It was 
known that Spanish ships of war were equipping 3.t Callao 
purposely to att,ack th~tn; and also that their former Com
mander, Edward Davis, with a good ship, was near this part 
of the coast. They were anxious to have his company, and on 
the 4th, di.patched a gulley to seck him at the Island Plata, 
the place of relldezvous he had appointed for his prize. 

The· 5th passed withont any appearance of ransom money; 
as did many following days. The Spaniards, however, regularly 
sent provi,i"n. to the ships at' Putla every day, otherwise the 
r.risoners would have starved; but in lieu of money they sub .. 
stituted nothing better thRn promises. The Buccaneers would 
hav., felt it humililltion to appear Ie •• ferocious than on former 

occasions, 
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occasions, and they recurred to their old mode of. intimida
tion. They made the prisoners throw dice to determine which 
of them should die, and the heads of four 00 whom the Jot fell 
were de)irercd to a Spanish officer in answer to Cl:Cuses for 
delay which he had brought from the Lieutenaut Governor. of 
GUCJyaquil, with an intimation that at the end of four days 
morc five hundred \\I',~ds ,hould follow, if the ransom did 
not arrive. 

2 .83 
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At the 
Island 

On the 14th, their galley which had been sent in sCal'eh of 14th. 

Davis returned, not having found him at thl"! Island Plata; hut. 
she brought notice of two stmnge sail being ncar the .Cape 
Sant" Elena. These proved to be Edward Davis's ship, <Iud a 
prize. Davis had received intelligence, as- already m(~utioucd, E,iwl1rd 

of the Buccaneers havi"ng captured GUllyaquil, and ' 'las now J,>".vis 
. . . . P-

come purposely to JOin them. He sent IllS pnze to the Eucca- 1..(; PiCaL'd. 

llcers at J)ulla, and remained with his own ship in the offing on 
tbe look-out. 

The four days allowed for the payment of the ransom expired, 
and no ransom was sent; neither did the Buccaneers execute 
their sanguinary threat. It is worthy of remark, that in treaty 
or intercession made to this ~et of Buccaneers, so far from ob
taining remission or fa\'our, at al1 til.llcs produced the opposite 
effect, as if reminding them of their power: instigated them 
to an imperious display of it. The Lieutenant GOVernor of 
Guaya.quil was in no ha8te to fulfil the terms pf the treaty made 
by the Governor, nor did he importune them with solicitations, 
and the whole business for a time lay at rest. The forbearance 
Df .tbe Bue""""ers may not unjustly be attributed to Davis 
having joined. tbem . 

. On the ~3d, tbe Spaniards paid to the Bnecaneers as much '3d. 

gold as amounted in value to £0,000 pieces of eight, and eighty 
packages of flour, as part of the ransom. The day following, 

.0 0 !l the 
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the Lieutenant Governor sent word, tbat they might receive 
22,000 pieces of eight morc for the release ot'the prisoners, and 
if tha~ sum would not satisfy them, they might do their won;t, 
for that no greater ,vould be paid them. Upon this message, 
the Buccaneers held a consultation, whether they should cut 
off the heads of all the prisoners, or take the 22,000 pieces of 
eight, and it was determined, not uaanimously, but by a 
J1lnjority of voices, that it was better to take a little money than 
to cut oft· many heads. 

Lussan, his own biographer and a young man, hoasts of the 
pleasant manner in which he passed hili time at Puna. 'We 
, made good cheer, being daily supplied with refreshments · 
( {i'om G llayaquil. ·W c had concerts of music; we had the best 
, perfiJrmcrs of the city among our prisoners. Some among us 
, engaged in friendships with our women prisoners, who wert: 

not hard hearted: This is said by way of prelude to a history 
which he gi,'es of his own good fortune; all which, whether 
true or otherwise, serves to shew, that among this abandoned 
crew the prisoners of both sexes were equally unprotected. 

On the 26th, the 22,000 pieces of eight were paid to the 
Bucc.aneers, who sdec.tcd a hunored prisoners of the most con
sic.leration to J'ct~in, and released the rest. The samc day, they 
quitted their anchorage at Puna, intending to anchor again at 
Point S(lnta EleJ/(l, and there to entcr afresh into negociation 
for ransom of prisoners: but in the evening, two Spanish Ships 
of War came in sight. 

The engagement which ensued, and other proceedings of the 
Buccaneers, until Edward Davis parted c()mpany to return 
homeward by the South of America, has been related. It re
mains to give an account of the French Buccaneers after the 
separation, to their fin.Uy quitting the South Sea. 
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C H 1\ P. XXIV. 

R.etrcat of flte French lluccanecrs across New Spain to the 
West Indies. Allihe Buccaneers quit Ihe South Sea. 

TIlE party left by Davis consisted of 250 Buccaneers, the 
greater Dumber of w110m were french, the rest were 

English, and their leaders Le Picard and George Houl. They 
had determined to quit the South Sea, and with that view to 
sail to the coast of Nrw Spain, whence they proposed to march 
oyer Jand to the shore of the Caribbean Sea.· . 

!lS5 
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Ahout. the end of July, they anchored in the Bay of Am.palla, .h,Jy. 

and were joined there hy thirty French Buccaneers. These On 111(: 
Coust of 

thirty were part of a crew which had formerly quitted Grngniet New Spaiu. 

to cruise toward~ Califorllia. Others of that party "ere stil1 OIl 

the coast to the Norlh-\Ve~t, and the Buccaneers in Amapalla, 
Bay put to st:a in se-arch t)f them, that all of their fraternity in 
the South Sea might be colkcteci, and dCp<Ht together. 

In the search after their former companions, they landed at 
different places on the coast of New ~"PftiJv Among their 
adventures h£'I't', they took, nnu remained four duys in posses
sion of, the Tuwn of 'i'ecoQntrpeque, hut without any profit t.o 
themselves. At Guatulco, tlwy plundered sollie plantations, 
and ohtained provisions in ransom for prisoners. \Vhilst they 
Jay there at anchor, they saw a vessel in the offin~, which 
from her appearllnCt', and manner of working hf"T sails, t.hey 
beJie\'t'd to contain the people they were seeking; but the 
wind and sea set so strong on the shore at the time, t.hat neither 
their ve!J~els nor hoats could go out to a!lcertain what she was; 
and after that day, they did not see her again. 

In 
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In the ' middle of December they returneo to the nay of 
Am(/palla, which they had fixed upon for the place of their 

In 
Amnpstlln 

Bay. 

December. departure from the shores of' the Soul" Sea. Their plan was, to 
march by the town of' Nueva Segovia, which had before been 
visited by Buccaneers, and they now expected would furnish 

them with provisions. According to Lussau's information, the 
distance they would have to travel by q,nd li'om Amapalla Bay, 
was about 60 leagues, when they would come to the source of 
a river, hy which they could descend to the Cal'ibbea1l Sea, 
near to Cape Gracias aDios. 

Whilst they made preparation ~or their march, they were 
amdous to obtain intelligence what force the Spaniards hud in· 
their proposed rottle, but the ITdtives kept at a distance. On 
the 18th, seventy Buccaneers landed and marched into the 
country, of which adventure Luss&.n gives the account follow
ing. They travelled the whole day without meeting an inha
bitant. They rested for the night, amI next mOl'lling proceeded 
in their journey, but nll seemed a Jesert, aud about lIuon, the 
majority were dissatisfied and turned back. rrwenty went on; 
and soon after caUle to a beaten road, on which tbe.y pCl'cei\'cd 
three horsemen riding towards them, whom they way-laid so 
effectually as to take them all. By these men they learnt the 

Chilotecn. way to a small town named Chiloteea, to which they went and 

there made fifty of the inhabitants prisoners. They took up 
their quarters in the church, where they also lodged their 
prisoners, and illteDded to have rested during the night; but 
after dark, they heard much bustle in the town, which made 
tbem . apprehensive the Spaniards were preparing to attack 
them, and the noise caused in the prisoners the appearance of 

1I!~sucrcof a disposition to rise; upon which, the Buccaneers slew them 
P".ouen. 11 ' b h . d . h h a except Jour, W om t ey carrie away , Wit t em, aDd 

reached the vessels witbout being molested in ·.their retreat. 
The 
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The prisoners were interrogated; and the accounts they gave ell ... 1'. !Z4. 
~~ 

confirmed the Buccaneers in the opinion that they had no 
hetter c:hancc of transporting themselves and their plunder to 
the North Sea, than by immediately setting about the execution 
of the plan they had formed. To settle the order oflhe march. 
they landed their riches and the stores necessary for their 

Uecrlllht'r, 

I" 
Am,1pallu 

lluy. 

journey, on one of the Islands in the Ba.v;, ami that their TIle 

number might not suffer diminution hy the defection of any, it If":I,~~;a;;~~;::, 
was agreed to destroy the vessels, which was executed forth with, Vl'ssds. 

with the reserve of one gaJley and the canoes, which were 
necessary for the transpol't of themselves and their eifrcts to 
the main lanrf. They made a muster of their force, which they 
divided into four compal)ics, earh eonsisting of seyenty men, 
and cyery man ha\'ing his arms and accoutrements. 'Vhilst 
these matters were arranging, a dt~taclmwnt of 100 men were 
sent to the main land to encJ~ayonr tn g(~ t horses. 

Tiley had destroyed their ve~st'ls, and had not removed from. 
the Island, , ... ·hen a large Spulli.,h armcd ship andlOred in 
Amnpalla Bny; but she was not: ethIc to ,give them lInno),ance, 

nor in the least to impede their operations. On the 1st of loRS . 

J h ~ . I I' fe I JUIII.ary. anunry. 1688, t ey passcu O\er, Wt11 Llclr e Icets, to tIe 

main land. and the same clay, tbe party whi('JI bad gone in' 
search of horses, returned, bringing with them sixt~v-cjght, 

which were divided equally among t.he filllr cotnpanie~,· to be 
employed in carrying stores and prods ions. as were eighty 
prisoners, who besides being cal'riers of stOI'e'S, were morie to 
carry the sick and wounded. E ... ·cry Buecant'f'f had his par .. 
ticular sack, or paCkage, which it was requirt.'d should contain 
his ammunition; what else, WAS ut his· own discJ'{~tion. 

Many of these Buccaneers had more silver than themselves 
were able to carry. There · were also many who had neither 
silver nor gold. and were little encumbered with effect. of tbeir 

own: 
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.c n ... '4; own: these light freighted gentry wcre glad to be hired as 
1688. porters to the -rich, and the contract for carrying silver, on thlS 

Janunry. occa'Sion, was one half; that is to say, that on arriving at tho 
In Nortlt. Sea, there should be an equal division between the 

ArnulJullu 
!l.y. employer and the carrier. Carriage of gold or other ,'alu .. bles 

was according to particular agreement. Lussan, who no doubt 
was as sharp a rogue 8S any among his companions, relates of 
himself. that he had been fortunate at play, and that his 
winnings addod to his share of plunder, amounted to 30,000 

pieces of eight, the whole of which he had converted into gold 
and jewels; and that whilst lhcy were making rca,: j' for their 
march, he rcceh"ed warning from a friend that a gaug IJarl been 
formed by about twenty of the poore.r Buccaneers, with the 
intention to waylay and strip those of their brethren, who II ad 
been most fortunate.. On considering the danger and great 
difficulty of having t~ guard against the machinations of hungry 
conlSpirators who were to be his fcllow~tra"ellers in a long 
journrYt and · ~ljght have opportunities lo perpetrate their 
mischiel'ous intention. during any fight with the Spaniards, 
Lussan came to the resolution of making a sacrifice of part of 
llis rirhes to insure the remaining part, ,and to )c!;sen the 
templation to any individual to seek his deatl,. To this cnd he 
divided his treasure into a number of small parcels, which he 
confided to the care of so many of his companions, making 
agreement with each for the carriage. 

He.tn·ltt January.the 2d, in the morning, they began their march, an 
" I 'he d d lb' bl' h d . f H U",'uu ("" r8 a vah~e guar< cmg esta IS e to consist 0 ten men from 

OR'I" la llt! each company, who were to be "relieved every !Doming by' ten 
W" . " M . ' .. 
ill{hU;1 ~t: a. others. At IlIght they rested at four ~eaglle8 d,sta11'ce, accordmg 

tu their estimation, from the border of the sea. ' 
The lil .. t part of Luss.n's account of tbisjourney has little 

of "dveRlure or description. The difficulties p.onprienced were 
what 



ON THE ISTHMUS. !89 

what had bee:n fOTc:secn, such a~ the inhabitants driving away 'HI A 1'. 'l4. ------.....-.. 
cattle and removing provisions, setting fire to the dry gn:l SS lfiSR. 

when it could annoy them in their march; ano sometilllcs the .lan ,: :'ry. 
n fi cl b h 'rl _. I R d l"eat uccanccrs were re at y unsee~ S ooters. ley rc~C~( at ' of die 
villages and farm s whell they found aoy in their route, where, DlIccnncen 

d I b k' . lb' d . . '''I o' er 1.",1 an a so y ma IIlg pnsoners, t ICY 0 tame prOVIsIons. ',len to the 

no habitations or buildings w(,re at hand, they geDerally Wc, t lndie .. 

enC'.ampcd at niglit On a hlll, Of in open ground. Very early in 
their march they wel'c attended by a body of Spanish troops 
at a small distance, the music of whose trumpets afforded them 
entertainment every morning and evening; , but,' ... ays Lussa.n, 
• it was like the ' music of the enchanted palace of Psyche, 
, which was beard witbout the mu"sicians being visible: 

On the forenoon of tfle 9th, notwithstanding their vigilance, 
the Duccaneers were saluted with an unexpected vollt:y of 
musketry which killed two men; and this was the only mis
chance that befel them in their march from the Western Sea: to 
Segovia, which town they entered on the 11 th of January, 
without hindrance, and found it without inhabitant:!, and 
deared of every kind of provisions. 

I "The" town of Segovia is !Situated in a vale, and is so sur· 
, rounded with mountains that it seems to be a prisoner there. 
• 'The churches are ill built, The place of arms, or parade, 
' ".is large and handsome, as are many of the houses. It is 
• . distant from ' the shore of the Sou!h Sea forty leagues: The 
c' road i,· difficult, the country beiog extremely mountainous: 

On the 1 ~tb, they lett SegIYVia and without injuring the 
b,ouses, 8 forbearance to which they had little accustomcd 
tbem.iclves; but pres~nt circumstallces brought to their con .. 
.... 'ioo that if it should be the,ir evil fortune to be called to 
6CCOlln,t. it might be .quite as well for them not to add the 
"uri>in~of Segovia to the reckoning. 

y oL, ',IV. P P The 

Town of 
New 

SegO\'iu" 
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The 13th, an hour hefore suusct, they aacended a hill, which 
appeared a good station to occupy for the night. When tbey 
arrived at the summit, they perceived 00 the slope of the next 
mountain before them, a great number of horses grazing (Lussan 
say. hetween twelve and fifteen bundred), which at the first 
sight they mistook for horned cattle, and congratulated each 
other 00 tbe near p\'Otlpect of a good meal; hut. it was soon 
discovered they were horses, aod that a number of them were 
saddled : intrenchments also were discerned near the same 
place, aod finally. troops. This part of the coun try was a thick 
forest, with deep gullie~ and not intersected with any path 
excepting the l'oad they were travelJing, which led across the 
mountain where the Spaniards· were intrenched. On recoo .. 
noia-iug the position of th~ Spaniards; the road beyond tbem 
was seen to the right of the intrenchments. The Buccaneers 
on short consultation, determined that they would eodeavour 
under cover of the night to penetrate the wood to their right, 
so as to arrive at the road beyond the Spanish camp, aod eDDIe 

on it by surprise. 
This plan was similar to that which they had projected at 

Guayaquil. and was a business exactly suited to the habits aod 
incliDationa of these adventurers, who more than any oUler of 
their calling, or Perhaps than the native tribes of Nortll America, 
were practised and expert in veiling their purpose so as Dot to 
awaken suspicion; in concealing themselves by day .odmakiog 
silent advaoces by oight, and in aU tbe arts by which. even the 
moot wa"y may be eosnared. Here, immediately after .fixing 
their plaD. they began to intrencb aod fortify tbe ground they 
occupied. aod made aU the diopo.ition. wllicbtroops . usually 
do who halt for the night. This eocampmeot, besides impr.,... 
iog the Spaniards with the belief tbat they intenped to pass the 

night 
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night ;nrepose, was necessary to the """"ring their baggage ~ H n. '4; 

and prisoners. 1688. 

Rest ,seemed necessary and due to the Buccaneers after a January. 

toilsome day's march, and so it was thought by the ·Spanish R,,,·,., 
over laud. 

Commander, who seeing them fortify their quarters, doubted 
not that t.hey meant to do themselves justice; but an hour after 
the close of ·dny, two hundred Buccaneers departed from their 
camp. The moon shone out bright, which ,gave them light to 
penetmte the woods, whilst the woods gave them concealment 
from the Spaniards, and the Spaniards kept small look" .. t. 
Before nlidnight, they were near enough to hear the Spaniatlds 
chanting Litanies, and long before daylight were in the roa" 
beyond the Spanish encampment. They 'Waited till the clay 
broke, and then pushed' for the camp, which, as bad been con
jectured, was entirely open on thi, side. Two Spanish sentinels 
discovered the approach of the enemy, and gave alarm; but 
the Buccaneers were immediately after in the 'camp, and the 
Spanish troops disturbed from their .Ieep had neither time nor 
recollection for any other measure than to save themselves by 
flight. They abandoned all the intrenchments, and the Bucca
neersbeing mMters of the po .. , were soon joined by the party 
who bad charge of the baggage and prisoners. In this affair, 

• 
the 10 •• of tbe Buccaneers was only two men killed. and four 
wounded. 

In the remaining part of their journey, they met no serious 
obstruction, 'and were not at 'any time distre8sed by a scarcity 
"f provi.ions. Lu .. an .ay. they led from the Spanish encamp
ment 900·ho",,,,,_ which served them for carriage, for prOBent 
food, <Uld to salt for future provision when they should alTive 
_t.the sea .hore. 

,On the I 7th, of January, which was Ihe 16th of their journey, Rio d. 

they· came '" the banks of Ii river by which they were to eY.",'\.o, 
ap~ Iver. 

p. P i descend 
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ClIAP·'l4· descend to the Caribbean Sea. Thi9 river has its source among 
'--v--' 

1688. the mountains of Nueva Segovia, and falls into the sea to the 
Janunry: South of' Cope Gracias a D;08 about 1 + leagues, according to 
RctreHt D'Anvilic's 1\inp, in which it is calleel ·Rio de l·ar'e. Dampier 

8t~rOll~ the 
lsthmn~ make~ it. hili into the sea something more to the Southward, 

to t~c ~esr and names it the Cape River. 
IndHm Sea, 

The country here WIlS not occupied nor frequented by the 
Spaniards, and was inhabited only in a few places by small 
tribes of native Americans. The Bue.cancers cut down trees, and 
made Tafts or catamarans for the COnV(~yHnce of themselves and 
their effects down the stream. On account of the tails, the 
rafts were constrncted each to carry no more lhan t\VO persons ' 
with· their luggage, and every man went provided with a pole 
to guide the raft clear of rocks and. sha~lows. 

In the commencement of this fl'esh-water navigation, their 
maritime experience, wllh all the pains they could take, did 
not prevent their getting into whirlpools, where the rafts were 
overturned, with clanger to the mell and frequently with· tile 
loss of part of the lading. When they carne to " tilll which 
appeared more than usually dangerous, they put ashore, took 
their rafts to pieces, and carried all below the fall, where they 
re·accommollated matters and embarked again. The rapidity 
of the stream meeting many obstructions, raised a foam and 
spray that kept evel'y thing on the rafts constantly wet; the 
salted horse tlesh was in a short time entirely spoilt, and. their 
ammunition in a state not to be of service ill supplying them 
with game. Fortunately .for them the bilnks ·of the tlver 
aboundc~l in ham\na.trees, both wild and in plantations .. 

WllCn they first embarked on the ri,er, the ralb .. ent 
in close company; but the irregularity And yiolence of the 
~trealn, cOlltinualJy entangled and drove them against each 
other,oll which account the method was changed,aud disliUloo, 

preserl'ed. 
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preserved. This gave opportunity to the desperadoes who had ell " P. 24. 
~-~ 

conspired against their companions to commence their opcm- 11.88 . 

tionst which they directed against five Engli~hUlctl;whom they U~~(~!~e:;~t! 
killed and despoiled. '['he murderers absconded in the woods Is th m ll :J 

. I I . d f d I 10 111l! \\'C~ l Wit I t. le ll' prey, an were 1I0t a tcrwar s seen hy t It: company. ludinn ~c~ . 

The 20th of February they had passed all the ralls, .lId F""m,,,y. 
were at n brmld uccp and smooth part of the rill er, whEre they 
found no other ohstruction than trees and drift-wood floating. 
A,s they were near the sea, many stopped and began to build 
canoes. Some English Buccaneers who went lower down the 
river, fonnd at anchor an English vessel belonging to Jam/lief!, 

from which they learn.t that the EI"ench Government lHld just 
proclaimed an amner; ty in favour of those WilO since the Peace 
umde with ~paildlad co~mitted acts of piracy, upon condit.ion 
of their cltliming the benefit of the Proclamution within a 
specified time. A similar proclamation had been issued in the 
year 1687 by tile English Government; but as it was not dea\' 
from the report IlHl.dt~ by the crew of the Jamaica vessel, whether 
it yet uperated, the English Buccaneers would nut embark f()r 

.Tamuica. They sent hy two Mosqnito Indians, an accuunt of 
the news they had heard to the French Buccaneers, with notice 
that there was a vessel at the mouth of the river capable of 
accommodating not more than forty persons. immediateJ), on 
receiving the inteJJigence, above a hundr~d of tile }'rench .~et 

oft" in all haste ·tor the vessel, everyone of whom pretended to 
be.ofthe forty. Those who first arrived on board, took up the 
anchor as speedily 8S they could, and set sail, whilst those who 
we,'c behind called loudly for a decision by lot or dice; but 
tbe first comers were content to rest their tille on possession. 

The .. English Buccaneers remained for the present with tho 
Mosqu'to · Indians near Cape Gracias a Di(J,~, ' who,' sa.Ys 
Lutaan;' have an affection for the English, on account of the 

many 
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,~ • m!ft1Y little COIIImodities which they bring !hem from the 
,.688. • Island of Ja"",ica.' Tke greater part of the Freaoh .Bucca

neers went to the French settlements; butoeventy-6ve of them 
who wcnt to Jamaica, were apprehended and detained prisoners 
by the Duke of Alhemarle, who was then Governor,and their 
effects sequestrated. They remained in prison until the d.-Ilth 
of the Duke, which happened in the ,following year, when they 
were released; but neitber their arms nor plunder were retumed 
to them. 

La Pava. 

Captain 
SlIaiton. 

Le Sage. 

The South &a "'ns now cleared of tlte main hody of the 
BuCeafleers. A few stragglers remained, concerning whom 
some scattered ootices are foond, of which the following .are 
the heads. 

SeiXBS mentions an English frigate .named J:..a Pava, being 
wrecked in the Strait qf MagaUume, in the year 1687; and that 
hcr 10" was occasioned by currents". By the name heing 
Spanish (signifying the Hen) this vessel must have heen a prize 
to the Buccaneers. 

In the Narrative of the loss of the Wager, by Bulkeley and 
Cummins, it i, mentioned thattbcy found at Port J)uire 
cut on R brick, in very legible characters, "Captain StraitoD, 
16 cannon, 16~7." M""t probably this was meant of a Ducca
neer vesseJ. 

At the time tbat the English and French Buccaneers were 
cr","iog the bthmmin great .numbers froID the W .. t i..u.us to 
tbe South Sea, two hundred French Buccaneers departed from 
Hi6p(t1tio/a in a ship'eomm.nd~d ,bya Captai,, ·Le.Sage, inteading 
to go to the South &a by the Strait of Magalha .... ; but· haviDg 
cbosen a wrong season of the year for that ·passage,aad ·fiudiDg. 
the wind. unfavourable, theyotood over 'to the ooa.t ·o£ Africa, 
where they continued """ising two yea .... aNt ·return.dto .the 

Welt 
• TAltltro NOfJtJl. fo1. 61,1. 
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West Indit. with great booty, obtained at the ~xpence of the 
Hollonders, 

295 

!fhe small crew of French Buccaneers in the South &0 who Smull Crew 

were a part of those who had separated from Grogniet to cruise nUCC~~I('crs 
near California, and for whoRl Le Picard had sought in vain on nt the. 

h f S ' , db h II f Tre• M• n • . , . t e caaal 0 Ne1l' pain, were necessitate y t e sma ness a 
their force, and the had state of their ve~sel, to shelter them-
selves at the Tres Marias Islands in the entrance of the Gu?f of 
California. It is said that they remained four years among 
those Islands, at the end of which time, they determined, 
rather than to PMS the Test of their Jives in so desolate· a place, 
to s.il SouthwaTd, though with little olher prospect or hope 
than that t.hey should Il)eet some of their 'former comrades; 
instead of which, on looking in at Arica on the coast of Peru, Their 

they found at anchor in the road a Spanish ship which they Advt'l lltlU'!i, 
, nud Relurr: 

took, and in her B large quantity of treasure. The Buccaneers 10 the 
West Indies. 

embarked in their prize, and proceeded Southward for the 
Atlantic, but were cast ashore in the Strait of Magalhanel. 
Part of the treasure, and as much of the wreck of the vessel as 
eerved to construct two 5100p8, were saved, with which, after 
80 many perils, they arrived safe in the Wed Indk" 

Le Sieur Froger, in his account of the Voyage of M, de S'MY 

h ' d --~ 'f f F h B related hy Gennes, as JDtro UL~ a narrative 0 a party 0 reoc llC~ Lc Sicur 

caneers or Flibustiers going from Saint Domingo to the So,~t" Frogt·c. 

Sea, in the year t 6&6; which is evidently a romance fabricated 
fiom the descriptions which had heen given of their general 
courses and habits, These protege. of Le Sieur Froger, like 
the BucCaneer crew from the Tr .. MarilU blanch just men-
tioned, were reduced to great distre.s,-took • rich pri.., after_ 
wards' on the co •• t of Peru,-were returning to the Atlantic, 
aruH~t t.heir ship in the Strait oj Magalkanes. They were ten 

. months 
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, ellAI'. 21' months in the St,.ait building a uark, which they loaded with 
. tbe best of what they had sa\'cd of the cargo of their ship, and 

in t.he end arrived safe at Cayenne*. 1~'uuDel also men.tion~ a 
report which he hC'ard, of a small crew of :French Buccaneers, 
not more than twenty, whose adventures were of the sume 
cast; and who probably were the T1'es ~{OJ'ius Buccaneers. 

It lms been related that five Buccaneers whe had gamed 
away theil' mouey, unwilling to return poor out of the So~tI, 
Sea, landed at the bland JUaJ< Fct'llandez fmm Ed\\'ard Davis's 
ship, about the end of the year 1687, and were left there. In 
1690, the English ship Wellare, cummanded by Captain John 
Strong, ancl~()red at Jitan Fel''fImldez i of which voya.ge two 
journals have been preser\'ed among. the MSS in the SI""ne 
Collection in the 13riti.shMuseum, frOID which the foUowing 
account is taken. 

The Farewell arrived 00' the Island on the evening of October 
the 11th, 1690. In the night, those on board were surprised at 
seeing a fire on an elevated part of the land. Early next. 
morning, a boat was sent on shore, which SOOll returned, bring~ 
ing off from the Islaud two Englishmen. These were part of 
the five who had landed from Davis's ship. They piloted the 
Welfare to a good anchoring place. 

Hnccnne~rs In the three years that tht:y had )jved on Juan Ferna'lder. 
who lived 
thl"l~t: }'t '!tTS they had not, until the arri"":;11 of the Welfare, Been any -other 

1,°11 tille ships than Spaniar<ls, which was a great disappointment to them. 
H tUH! • mill 

Femaudcz. The Spaniards had landed and haJ endeavoured to tHe theID, 
out tucy had found concealment in the woods; one excepted, 
.who deserted from his companions t and del;vered himaeij' .p ·.to 
tllC Spaniards. The four relllaining, when they iearnt .,tirat tbe 
Buccancers bad entirely quitted the Soul" &<'0 willingly 

embar~ed 

• Relation du Y0!lagl1 de M. de Gemuf, p. 206. Purls, 1(~8. 
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embarked with Captain Strong, and with them fonr ~er\'ants or 
slave.. Nothing is said of the manner in which they employed 
themselves whil!St on the Island, except of their contrivillg 
subterraneou. places of concealment that the Spaniards should 
not find them, and of their taming a great number of goats, so 
that at UDe time they bad a tame stock of 300. 

VOL. 1\",' 
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C HAP. XXV. 

Step. taken to .. ard, reducing tM Buccaneers and Flibustiers 
under ,ubardination to Ihe regular Grrvernmenls. War of 1M 
Grand Alliance against France. The Neutrality' of the Island 
Saint Christopher broken. 

~"AP. '5; WHILST these matters were passing in the Pacific Ocean, 
. smalJ progress was made in the reform which had been 

begun in the West Indi... The English Governors by a few 
examples of sevetity restrained the .English Buccaneers from 
undertaking any enterprise of magnitude. With the French, 
the case was different. The number of the Flibustiers who 
absented themselves from Hi.paniola, to go to the Soulh Sea, 
alarmed the French Government for the safety of their coloni .... 
and especially of their settlements in IIj'paniolo. the .ecurity 
and defence of which against the Spaniards they had almost 
wholly rested on its being the place of residence and the home. 
of t.hose adventurers. To persist in a rigorous police against 
their cruising. it was apprehended would make the rest of them 
quit Hispaniola, for which reason it Willi judged prudent to relax 
in the enforcement of the prohibitions; the Flibu.tiers aecord
ingly continued their courses Wi usual. 

,68C. In 1686, Granmont and De Graaf prepared an armament 
against Campeachy. M. de Cussy, who Willi GoveroorofTortuga 
and the French part of Hispaniola. applied personally to them 
to relinquish their design; but a. tbe force Willi collected. and 
all preparatioo made, neither the Flibustiers nor their Com
manders would be dissuaded from the uodertaking. and De 

Campea.hy Cu",y submitted. Campeachy Willi plundered an4 burnt. 
burn" Am~ 
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A measure was adopted by the French Government which (: II A. r . 25' 

certainly trenched on the honour of the regular military csta-~ 
blishments of France, but was attended with succcss in bringing 
the Flibustiers more under control and rendering them morc 
manageable. This was, the taking into the King's service some 
of the principal leaders of the Flibustiers, and giving them 
r.ommissions of advanced rank, either in the land service or in 
the French marine. A commission was made out for Gran .. GraDmoDt. 

mont, appointing bim Commandant on the South coast of 
Saint Domi1lgo, with the rank of Lieutenant du Hoy. But of 
Granmont •• a Bucca"eer, it might be said in the language of 
sportsmen, that he was game to the last. Before the commis-
sion arri\'ed, he received information of tht: honour intended 

• 
him, and whiJst yet in his state of liberty, was seized with the 
wish to make one more cruise. He armed a ship, and, with &. 

crew of 180 FHbustiers in her. put to sea. This was near the 
end oftbe year \6~6; and what afterward. became of him and 
his foHowers is Dot known, for they were not again seen or 
heard of. 

In the beginning of 168'1, a commi5sion arrived from France, 1687 . 

appointing De Graaf Majur in the King'. army in the West 
Indiel. He was then with a crew of } 'iibustiers near Carthagena . 

• 
In this crn""" t.wenty·five of his men who landed in the Gulf 
of Darien, were cut off by the Darien Indians, De Graaf on 
his return into pori accepted his commission, and when trans
formed to an officer in the King's army, bt.~calllc, like Morgan, 
a great .courge to tbe Flibustiers and Forb."" 

In consequence of complaints made by the Spaniards, a rrodM.ln-
P I · 'd h" b h K ' /' G' t tlon agllillst roc amatlOD was Issue at t IS time, y t e mg u rea Pirate •. 
Britain, James the lId, specified in the title to be ' for the 
• more effectual reducing and suppressing of Pirates and Priva-
• tppn.: in Amp";'ca, as well on the sea as on the land, who in 

Q Q 2 ' great 



~O() HISTORY OF THE 

ellA P. '15. c great numbers have committed frequent robberies, which hath 
---------1088. c occasioned great prejudice and obstruction to Trade and · 

, Commerce: 
A twenty yea ... truce had, in the year 16~6, been agreed 

upon bctlveen France and Spain, but scarcely a twentieth part 
of thnt time was suffered to elapse before it was broken in the 
West I"di... The Flibustiers of Hispaniola did' not content 

Danish themselves with their customary prdctice: in 1688 they .plun .. 
Factfl ry tiered the Danish :Fact.ory at the Island St. Thomas, which is rob! >t'tl by 

til l' one of the small lstands called tlte Jlirgins, near the }~ast end 'of 
Buccullccrs· 1, R' 'J'I' . b d th I" h' h orto lCO. . lIS was on aggression e,on . e 101lt! W Ie . 

they had professed to prescribe to their depredatory system, 
and it is not shewn that they had received injury at the hands 
of the Danes. Nevertheless, the French West-India hi.tories 
say, ' Our Flibustiero (no. Flibmtier.), in HiSS, surprised the 
• Dani.h Factory at St. Thomas. The pillage Will! considerable, 
, and would have been more if they had known that the chief 
• part of the cash was kept in a vault under the hall, which was 

known to very few of the hou.e. They forgot on tiris oeca
, sion their ordinary practice, which is to put their prisoners to 
, the torture to make them declare where the money is. It is 
, certain that if they had so done, the hiding-place would have 
, been revealed to them, in which it was believed there was 
, more than 500,000 livres: Such remarks shew the strong 
prepossession which existed in flu'our of the Bucca.neers. and 
an eagerness undistinguishing a\HI determined after the e~tra
ordinary. Qualities the most common to the whole of mankilld 
were received as wt.mdclful when related of t:he Buccaneers. 
One of our Encyclopedia., u.wer the article .Buccaneer, says, 
, they were tran.ported with an a.toni.bing degree "f enthn
, siusm wheneorer they saw a sail: 

In thi ... ame year, 1611S, war broke out in Enrope between 
the 
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the French aDd Spaniards, and in a short time tlle English c 11 A P. 25. 

joined against the French. ~ 
FAlgland and Ft'ance had at no period since the Norman con- July. 

quest been longer without serious quarrel. On the acces~ion TI~d::nI11i~ l, 
. , drl"Cll trolll 

of WIlham the HId. to the crowns of Great Britain, it wWJ St, Chri~ 

generally believed that a war with I-ranee would ens4~. The lupher. 

l~rench in the JVest Indie~ did not wait for its being declared, 
but attacked the English part of St. Christopher, the hland 011 

which by joint agreement had been made the original and con
federated first settlements of the two Nations in the TVest Indies. Sc~~ p. 31::. 

The English inhabitants were driven from lheir possessions and 
obliged to retire to the !slane! Nevis, which tenllinatod the 
longest preserved unjoQ, which history cau· shew belween the 
English and French as su~jects of difierent nations. In the 
commencement it was strongly cemented hy tbe mutual want 
of support against a powerful enemy; that motive for their 
adherence to each other had ceased to exist: yet in the reigns 
ofeharle. the lid. and James the 111l. of Euglaud, an agree-
ment had been made between England and Fl'ance, that if war 
shou1d at any time break out between them, a neutrality shouh.i 
be observed by their subject. ill the West Ilidies. 

This war continued neady to the end ot' King \Villianis 
reign, and during that time tile English and .Frcuch Buccaneers 
were engaged on opposite sides. as auxiliaries lo the regular 
forces of their respective nations, which completely separated 
them; and it never afterwards happened that they (lgaiu con· 
federated in any buccaneer cause. They became more generally 
distinguished by different appellations, not consonant to their 
presr.nt situations and habits; for the French adventurers, who 
were frequently occupied in hunting and nt the boUCllll, were 
called the Flibustiers of St. Domingo, aDd the English adveuturers, 

who 



302 HISTORY OF THE 

~. who had nothing to do with the hoI/COlI, were called the lIuc, 
t6g0. cancers of Jamaica • 
.luly. The French bad not kept possession of St. Chriotopher quite 

TheEngli, h a year, when it was taken from them by the English. Tbis 
retake , , h F h h .. '" d 81. Chris. was an unlortunate year lor t e rene, W omIt suuere a 

mpher. great defeat from the Spaniards in Hi .• paniQla. Their Governor 
Dc Cussy, and 500 Frenchmen, fell in battle, ant! tbe Town 
of Cape Franfois was demolished. 

The }'reoch Flibustiers at this time greatly annoyed Jamaica, 
making descents, in which they carried off such a number of 
negroes, that in derision they nicknamed Jamaica ' Little Guinea.' 
The principaJ transactions in the 1Yest Indies, were, the attempts 
made by each party on the possessions of the other. ln the 
course of these services, De Graaf was ,accused of misconduct, 
tried, and deprived of his commi .. ion io the army; but tbough 
judged unfit for command in land service, out of respect to hi. 
maritime experience he was appointed Captain of a Frigate. 

No one among the Flibustiers was more distinguishod for 
courage and enterprise in this war ilian Jean MODt8uban, who 
commanded a ship of between ::10 and 40 guns. He sailed from 
tl.e Wesl Indies 10 BOllrcicaux in 1694. In February of the year 
following, he departed from Bourdeaux for the coast of Guinea, 
wl.ere in battle with an English ship of force, both the ships 
were hlown up. Montauban Dnd a few others e8cap~ with 
their Ji,,·es. This affair is not to be ranked among buccane~r 
exploits, Great B1'itain and Fra1J1!e heing at open War, and 
Montauban ha"ing a regular commission. 
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C HAP. XXVI. 

Stige and Plunder ~f the City of Carthagena on the Terra Firma, 
by all Armament from France in conjunction will. the Flibustiers 
of Saint Domingo. 

IN 1691, at the suggestion of M. Ie Baron de Pointi., an 
officer of high rank in the :French Marine, a large armament 

was fitted out in France, jointly at the expenee of the CroWD, 

and of private contributors, for an expeditiun against the 
Spaniards in the West .bldies. The chief ~ommalld was given 
-to M. de Pointis, and orders were sent out to the Governor 

• of the French Settlements in H i.'panio/a (M. du Cassel to raise 
1900 men in Tortuga and lfispaniola to assist in the expedition. 
The king's regular force in M. du Casse's government was 
small, and tbe men demanded were to be supplied principally 
from the Flibustiers. The dispatches containing the above 
orders arrived in January. It was thought necessary to specify 
to the Flibustiers a limitation of time; and they were desired 
to keep from dispersing till the 15th of February, it being cai
eulated that M. de Pointis would then, or before, certainly be 
at llispaniola. De Pointist however, did not arrive LIIl the 
beginning of March, when he made Cape Franrois, but did not 
anchor there; preferring the Western part of Hi.1paniola, , fresh 
water being better and more easy to be got at Cape Tiburon 

,than at any otber part: M . du Casse had, with some difficulty, 
· kept the }'Iibustiers together beyond the time specified, and 
· they were soon dissatisfied with the deportment of the Baron de 
· Pointis, which was more imperious than they had been accus-
· tamed to from any Commander. 

M. de 

303 
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~ 1\1. de Poilltis published a history of his expedition, in which 
1~7 . he relates that at the first meeting between him and M. du Casse, 

he expressed himself dissatisfied at tile small number of men 
provided; , but; says he, ' M. du Casse assured me that the 

Character 
of the 

Buccanet!11I 
by M. de 
P ointis. 

• Buccaneers were at this time collected, and would every man 
• of them pertorm wondel'8. It is the good fortune of all tile 
• pirates in these parts to be co lied Buccaneers: These fecc-

• • hooters are, for the most part, composed of those that desert 
• from ships that come upon the coast: the advant,age they 
• bring to the Governors, protects them against the prosecu
, tion of the Jaw. An who are apprehended 8S vagabonds in. 
c ',France, and can . give no account of themselves, are sent to 
• these Islands, where they are obliged to Berve for three years. 
• The 6rst that gets them; ohliges them to work in the planta-

• • tions; at the end of the term of servitude, somebody IendB 
• them a gun, and to sea they go a buccaneering: It is proper 
to hint here, that when M. de Pointi. published his Narrative, 
he was at enmity with the Buccaneers, and had 11 peDOual 
interest in bringing the buccaneer character into disrepute. 
Many of hi. remarks upon them, nevertheless, are not less just 
than characteristic. He continues his description; • They were 
• formerly altogether independent. Oflate yeal'8 they have been 
• reduced under the government of the coast of St. DMllmg<>: 

• they have commi .. ions given them. for which they pay the 
• tenth of all prizes, and are now called the King's lubjectl. 
, TI,e Governors of our settlements in &i!tt: Do"*¥!o being 
• enrich~,d by them, do mightily extol them for tbe damages 
• they dr, to the Spaniards. This infamouB profession which, an 
, impunity for all sorts of crimes renders 80 much 'beloved, baa 
• within a few years lost UB above six thoulIBnd men, who might 
, have improved and p60pled the colony. At PreoJeDt tbeyare 
• pleased to be called the King's 4Ubjects; yet it is with 10 

. muCh 
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, much arrogance, as obliges all who arc desirous to'make use .:.~. 
, of them, to court them in tbe most flattering terms. This '~7. 
, was not agreeable to my disposition, and considering them as 
• his Majesty's subjects which the Governor was ordered to 
, deliver to me, I plainly told them that they should find 
, me a Commander to lead them OIl, but not as a companion 
C to them: 

The expedition, though it was not yet made known, or even 
yet preteuded to be determined, against what place it shotdd 
be directed, was expected to yield both honour and profit. The 
Bucca"neers would not quarrel with a promising enterprjse under 
a spirited and experienced commander, for a little haughtiness 
in hi. demeanoUr towards them; but they demanded to have 
clearly specified the ,hare of the prize money and plunder to 
which they liho\lld be entitled, and it was stipulated by mutual 
agreement' that the Flibustiers aud Colonists should, mao for 
, man, have the same shares of ~ty that were allowed to the 
, men on board the King's sliips: As 80 many men were to 
embark from M. du Cassc's government, I,e propo.ed to go at 
tbeir hmd, and desired to know -of M. de l'ointis what rank 
would be allowed him. M. dll Casse was a mariner by pro
fes.ion, and had the rank of Captain in the French Navy. 
De Pointi. told him that the highest character he knew him in, 
was that which he derived from his commission as Capitai1tc de 
Vau.ea", _ and that if he embarked in tbe expedition, he must 
be-cootent to serve in that quality according to his seniority. 

M. du Casse neyJ;rt.heless chose to go, though it was generally 
.thought he was .. ",t -allowed the hooours and cOllsideration wl,ich 
w:erc hi, due WI Governor of the French Colonie, at St. Dom;,,,,o, 
_8.Ild Commander of so large a portion of tbe men engaged in the 
.expeditiol). It was settled, tbat the Flibustiers should embark 
p6~y. io their own cruising venels, aod' partly OD board tbe 

VOL. lV. ll. Il ships 
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,~n .. , .6; -obips of'M, de ,Pointis'lquadron, and should be furni.bed 
'~7' .with six weeks -provisions. A review was made, to prevent 

any ·but ... ble men of the Colony being taken; negroes who 
served, if free, were to be allo,," .. 1 shares like other men I if 
slaves and they were killed, Iheir masters were to he paid 
for them. 

Two copies of the agreement respecting the sharing 'of booty 
,were posted up in public places at Pelit Goave, and Q ' copy was 

delivered -to M. du Casse, the-Governor. M. de Pointis con-
· ... lted with M .. du,Cas.e what enterprise they should undertake, 
but the determination wholly rested with M. de ,Point;'. 
, :rhcre WM.S .~dded,' M. de Pointis 8&Y5, , without my flOW

• ledge, to the directions sent to GOYernor du 'Coosc, that he 
., wau; to give assistance to ·our uDder~kiog, without damage to, 
, 'or endangering, hiB Colony. This restriction did in some, 

, measure deprive "me of the power of commanding his 'forces, 
• """iog ,he -had an opportunity of pretellding to keep· them for 
• tbeprtlllervation of the Colony.' 1\1. du Casse made 00 pre
_,",,,ces to withhold, hut gave all the a •• iotance in big power. 
He ...... an advocate for attacking the City of San Do ...... 
This """'" 'Ibe -wi.b of moot of the coloni.ls, and perhaptl WIIS 

what would h~ve been -of more arlvltntage to F"ance tlIao &'t!1 
.other expedition they could -have undertaken. But the ar_
..,.,.t .w.viog been prepared prinei!,""Y at pcil'Bte ex~:)t 
..... r .... oD .. bIe for the contrib~tors to iook to their _D -~ 
bUrtlellJ80t. 'i'o attack tbe City of s.... Domioogo ..... _ apo 
pl'G,ad -: other plans were propooed. but Crthagena 1Cf"t.P 
hue '-n oIbe .... lgin .. l object .t' the projerter. of the eXY'tl""", 
,&ad doe all\ack of tBa.t city was detennieed tlpOD. J!"~ die 
FUbustien.,..J other coloRists embad:ed,. diw&tettlk."IIt "-p
peiIiId ""aidt b"" nearly made them ref...., ~her t~ 
.the e.tpeditioo. Too olllean 'Gf De P..mtU' ieetbad' --- . • 

-i ;"i 
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the sentiments of their Commander respecting the Flibustiers c .... ,6. --------or B.ccaDeers, and followed the example of his manners toward. '&)7. 

them. The fleet was lying at Petit Goave, and M. de Pointi •• 
giving to himself the title of General of the Armies of Fra1tC. 
by Sea and by Land in America, had placed a gllard in a Fort 
there. M. du Casse, as he had received no orders from Europe 
to.aeknowledge any superior within hi. government. might have 
considered such nn exercise of power to be au encroachment on 
his authority which it hecame him to resist; but he acted in 
tbis, and in other instances, like a man overawed. The officer 
of M. de Pointis who commanded the guard on shore, arre,ted 
a F1ibustier for disorderly behaviour. and held him prisoner in 
the fort. The }'libu8tier. surrounded the Ibrt in a tumultuous 

• 
manner to demand his release. and the officer commanded hi, 
men to fin, upon them. by which three of the Flibu,tier. were 
killed. It required 'some address and civility on the part of 
M. de Pointis himself. a. well as the assistance of M. du C.s.e, 
to appease the }~libustiers; and the officer who had committed 
the oftence was ~ent on board -under arrest. 
. The force furnished from M. <lu Casse's government, consisted 
Qf ·nearly 700 Flibu.tiers, 170 solrliers from the garrisons, and 

'. tmiily volunteer inhabitants and negroes as made up about 
• 

IiIlO,meD. The whole armament consisted of seven large ships, 
J'~ eleven frigates, besides store ships and smaller ,'esse)s; 
ud, reckOlling penons of all classes, 6000 men. , 
, The Fleet ..."iveol off Carthagena OD April the 13th. and the Ap,il. 

lIndiDg was ,,1f«Mcl.' on the 15th. It is not necessary to· relate Siege of 
Carthagena 

'all the ·particula,. of this siege, in which the Buccaneers bore b, lhe 

Oeiyt part. That part however was of essential importance. Preuch . 

. , M. de Poi ntis, in the commencement, appointerl the whole 
~, tbe, Flibustien, without any .mixtu~ of the King'8'troopo, 
.lita,MrViceofgreat danger, wblch l"8Ioed a' ~U8pw")1l of par. 

II a SI tiality 
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,eH A P. ~6; tiality ana of an intention to save the men he brought with 
1~7' him from Europe, as regarding them to be more peculiarly hi. 

own men. An eminence ahout a mile to the Eastward of the 
City of Car/hag"'., on which was a church named NUt,/ra 
Senora de to POl~pa, commands all the avenues and approaches 
on the land side to the city. 'I had been assured: says M. de 
Pointis, ' that if we did not seize the hill de la Poupa imme .. 
, diately on our arrival, all the treasure would be carried off. 
, To get possession of this post, I resolved to land the Bucca~ 
, neel's in the night of the same day on which we came to 
• anchor, tlwy being proper for such an attempt, as being 
, :ICCWiIUlTlccI to mardling and subsisting in the woods,' M. de 
Pointis takes this otcasion to accuseth~ Buccaneers of behaving 
less heroically dian M. du .Cassc had boasted they would, and 
that it was nut without murmuring that they embarked in the 
boats ill order to their landing. It is however Que to them on 
the score of courage and exertion, to remark, though in some 
degree it is anticipation, that no part of the force under M. de 
Pointis shewed more readiness or pt"rformed better service in 
the siege t.han the Buccaneers. 

There was unccrtaint.v about the most proper place for land
ing. and ~f. de Pointis went himself in a boat to examine near 
the. shore tu the Nurth of the city. The surf roU.d in heavy, 
by .. hieh his hoat wa, filled, and was with difficulty saved from 
beillg stramled on !l ruck. The proposed landing was given up 
as illlpraclit'"bJe, and l\f. de Pointis became of opinion that 
COl'lh"/;" lIo was approachable only by the·lak"""hich makeS tbe 
luuhl}ul", :.he entrance to which, on account of its narr~t 
was cali,·t! [he Bocca-chic., and \rM defended by B Itrongfort. 

1'1,0 fl",'[ sailed for the Bocca-chica, Bnd on the 15th IOlDe of 
the ships h~gan to cannonade the Fort. .Tbe 6nt landingwu. 
effected at the salDe tilDe by a corJlB of eighty negroes, with~c 

any 
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any mixture of the King's troops. This was a second marked ell Ii l>. 26. 

----------instance of the Commander's partial attention to the prcserva- tf)g7. 

tion of the men he brought from France. M. de Pointis despised Apdl. . 

the Flibustiers, and probably regarded negroes as next to c!~~~~e~~ , 
nothjng. He was glad however to receive the.1ll as his corn .. 
panions in arms, and it was in honour due from him to all 
under his command, as far 8!J circumstances would admit with-
out injury to service, to share the dangers equally, fJf at least 
without partiality. 

The 16th, which was the day next after the landing, the 
Castl~ of Rocca-chica surrendered. This was a piece of good 
fortune much beyond expectation, and was obtained principa'~y 
by the dexterous management of a small party of the Bucca .. 
neers; which drew commendation c\"en from M. de Pointis. 
, Among t~ chiefs of these lluc('aneers,' he says, , there may 
, be about twenty men who des:cr\'t! to be distinguished for 

c their courage; it not heing my inteqtion to comprehend them 
c in the descriptions which 1 make uf the others: 

De Pointis conducted the siege with diligence and Spll'lt. 
The NUl:stra Sell ora de la POllpa was taken possession of on the Mav. 

17th ; and on the 3d of May, thp. City capitulated. The terms The C1·" ty 
capllU lites. 

of the Capitulation were, . 
That all public effects and office accounts shou1d be delivered 

to the captors. 
That merchanb should produce their books of accounts, and 

deliver up all money and etTcet. held by them fur their cor
respondents. 

That every inh .. hitanhhould be free to le''''e tlw city, or to 
remain in his dwelling. That tho!ic who retired fro II) the city 
"'ould first deliver up all their property there to the captors. 
That tbot;e who chose to rema!\l, should dN.·lare faithfully, 
under penalty of entire confiscation, the gold, silver, and , 

jewels, 
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,C HAP, 'l6: jewels, irt their possession; on which condition, and delivering 
'~7' up .one balf, they should be permitted to retain the other halt; 
May. and afterwards be regarded as subjects of France. 

At That the churches and ,,>Iigious bouses should he spared 
Carthagena. d and protectc . 

The Frcllch General on entering the Town with bis troops, 
went first to the cathedral to attend the T. D.om. He next 
sent for the Superiors of the convents and religious houses, 
to whom he explained the meaning of the article of the capitu
laLi.on promising them protection, which was, that their houses 
should not be destroye.(I; but that it had no relation to money in 
their possession, which they were required to deliver up. Other- . 
wise, he observed, it would be in their power to coHeet in their 
houses all the. riches of' the city. He caused it to be publicly 
rumoured that he was diretted by the Court to keep po""",sion . 
of Cartl.agtlla, and that it would be made a French Colony. 
T.o give colour to this report, he appointed M. du Casse to be 
Governor of the City. Be strictly prohibited the troops from 
entering any house until it had undergone the visitation of 
office .. appointed by himself, some of which officers it was 
supposed, embezzled not less than 100,000 crowns each. A 
reward was proclaimed for informers of concealed treasure, of 
one-tenth of all treasure discovered by them. 'The hope of 
, securing a part, with the fear of bad neighbour. and false 
, friend ... induced the inhabitaut. to. he forward in discloaing 
, their riches, and Tilleul who was charged with receiving the 
, treasure, was not able to weigh the specie fast enough: 

M. du Casse, in the exercise of wbat he conceived to be the 
duties of his new office of Governor of Cart""gtna,. had ~un 
to take cognizance of the money which the inhabitants .brought 
in according to the capitulation; but · M.. de · Pointi. 'IV., 
d""iroWl that he should not .be. at ·any trouble on that bead.. 

High 
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High words passed between them, in consequence bf which, CH A 1'. 26 , . 
Doll CUSRC decJined further interference in what was traus8cting, ' 1~7. 

and retired to a house in the suburbs. This was quitting the M.y. 

field to an antagonist who 'Would not fail to make his advantage At 

f . I" • Cartha.gena. 
o It; \V lOse refusal to admit uther witnesses to the receipt of 
money than those'of his own appointment, was a strong indi-
cation, whatever contempt he might profess or reaHy feel for 
the }llibustiers, that he was himself of as stanch Flibustier prin-
ciples as anyone of the gentry of the COBst. Some time 
uftenvards, however, M. du CHS!ie thought proper to send a 
formal 'representation to the -General, that it was nothing more 
than jast that ")me person of the colony .hould be present Ht 
the receipt of the money. The General ret»rned answer, that 
what M . du Casse propn"5ed, was in itselfa matter perfectly in~ 
different; but that it would be an insult to his O'wn dig11ity, 
and therefore he could not pem)it it. 

'fhe public collection of plunder by authority did not save 
tbe city from private pillage. In a ,hort time ·all the plat.e dis
appeared from the churches. Houses were forcibly entered 
by the troop~, and 'as much violence cO'mmitted as if nO' capi~ 

tulation had been granted. Ai. de Pointis, ,,,'hen complained 
to by the aggrieved inhabitants, gave orders for the prevention , 
of outrage, but was at no paius to make them observed. It 
appears that the Fllhustier-s were most impticated in these 
disorders. MRlIy of the inhabitants who had complied with 
the terms of th~ capitulati(:)n, seeing the violences every whete 
comnl'ittoo, hired. Fllbustiers to be guards in their hOl}!jcs, 
bopingtbat by bei,,! .'well paid they would be sati.ned and 
protect them against ethen. Some obseTved this compact and 
.. ere fRjtuful guardian.; but the greater number robbed thowe 
they undertook todeknd. For this among ether rea,.",., 
De Pointia resolved to rid the city of them. On a report, 

which 
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~. which 1t'lS said himself caused to be spread, that an ~rm,. 
1697- of 10,000 Indians were approaching Carthagella, he ordered 
May. 

At 
Carlhagena., 

the FJibustiers out to meet them. Without su.pecting any 
deception, they went forth, and were some days absent seeking 
the reported enemy. As they were on the return, a message 
met them from the Geneml, purporting, that he apprehended 
their presence in the city would occasion some disturbance, and 
he therefore desired them to stop without the gates. On recch,tug 
this mes~age, . they broke out into imprecations, and resoh'ed 
not to delay their return to the city, nor to be kept longer in 
ignorance of what was passing there. 'When they arrived at the 
gales they found them shut and guarded by the King's troops. 
Whilst they deliberated on what they should next do, Rnother 
fl)('ssage, morc conciliating in language than the former, came 
to them from M . de Pointi~, in which he said that it was by no 
means his intention to interdict them from entering Carthagena; 
that he only wished they would not enter so 5000, nor all at 
one time, for fear of frightening the inhabitants, who greatly 
dreaded their presence. The Flibustiers knew not how to help 
themseh'es, aud were necessitated to take up their quarters 
without the city walls, where they were kept fifteen days, by 
which time the collectioll of treasure from the inhabitants was 
completed. the 't11oncy weighed, sccured in chests, and great 
part embul'ked. De }lointis saYSt • as fast as the money was 
brought in, it was immediately carried on board the King's 
ships: 'fhe uneasiness and impatience of the FJibustiers for 
dlOtributioll of the booty may easily be imagined. On their 
re-adwission to the city, the merchandise was put up to s.le 
by auction, and the produce joined to the former collection; 
but no distribution took place, and the Flibu.tiers .were"Joud in 
their importunitie.. M. de Pointis assigned as a reason for the 
delay, that the clerks employed io .the bUliness ·.bad .not inade 

up 
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up the accounts. He says in bis Narrative, 'I was 'not so ill CIIAF, 'l6. 
'---.---' 

, served by my spies as not to be informed of the seditious t ("!:l] . 

• discourse. held by some wholly abandoned to their own May. 

• interest, upon the money being carried on board the King's At 
Csrthu.geoL 

• ships: To allay the ferment, he ordered considerable gratifi-
cations to be paid to the Buccaneer captains, also compensa-
tions to the Buccaneers who had been maimed or wounded, 
and rewards to be given to some who had most distinguished 
themselves during the siege ;-and he spoke with so much 
appearance of frankness of his intention, 8S soon 8S ever he 
should receive the account of the whole, to make a division 
which should be satisfactory to all parties, that the Buccaneers 
were persuaded to remain quiet. 

The value of the plunder is variously reported. Muoh of 
the riches of the city had been carried away on the first al.rm 
of the approach of an enemy. De Pointis lays 110 mules laden 
with gold went out in the course of four days. 'Nevertheless, 
, the honour acquired to his Majesty's arms, besides near eight Value of 

f or nine millions that could 'not escape us, consoled us for the the Plunder. 

"rest: Whether these eight or nine millions were crowns or 
Jivres M. de Poi ntis' account does not specify. It is not im .. 
probable he meant it should be unnerstDOd as livres. Many . 
were of opinion that the value of the booty w"as not less than 
forty millions of livres; M. du Casse estimated it at above 
twent.y millions, besides merchandise. 

M. de Pointis now made known that on account of the 
unhealthiness of the situation, he had changed his intention' 
of leaving a garrilon and keeping Carthagena, for that already 
more Frenchmen had died there by sickness than he had 
lost in the siege. He ordered the cannon of the Bocca-chica 
Ca.tl. to' be taken on board the ships, and the Castle to be, 
demolished. On the 25th of May, orders were issued for the 

VOL. IV. .S s troops 
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" RAP •• 6; troops to embark; and at tbe .ame time he eOlbarked himself 
1~7' without huving gi\'t:n any prevjous notice of Lis intention so 
May. to do to M. du Casse, from whom be had parted but a felV 

At minutes before. l'he ships of the King'. lleet began to take up 
Carth •• ,... . d h f h h rb d their anchol's to move towar s t e entrance 0 tea our, au 

M. de Pointi. sent an order to M. du Casse fur the Buccaueers 
and the people of the Colony to embark on board their own 
l'eltSels. 

M. du Ca ••• sent two of his principal officers to tbe General 
to demand that justice should be done to the Colonists, Still 
the accounts were said not to be ready; but on the S:9th, the 
King', fleet being ready for sea, M. du Pointis sent to M. du 
Casse the Comllli~ary's account, which.tated the share of the 
booty due to the Coloniot., including the Governor nnd the 
Buccaneers, to be 40,000 crowns. 

What the customary manner of dividing prize money in the 
French navy was at that time, is not to be understood from the 
statement given by De Pointi., which says. ' that the King had 
, been pleased to allow to the several IhiptJ companies, a tenth 
• of the first million. and a thirtieth part of all tbe rest: Here 
it i. not specified whether the million of whicb the ships com
panies were to be allowed one-tenth, is to he undentood a 
mmion of Loui~, a million crowns, or a million livres. The 
differ('nce of construction in a large capture would be nearly as 
three to abe. It requires explanation likewise what persons are 
meant to he included in the tern}' ships companies: SometiDles 
it i, used to signify the common seamen, without including the 
office ... ; and for them. the one-lenth ;. certainly not too large 
a share. "hat in any military service, public or pri"ate, ODe· 

tenth of captures or of plunder lhould be d-..ed ldequute 
gTlitification fM the .. nices of all the captol'l. oBicen included, 
seem. scarcely credible, In Ihe C<rrtltagcn4 expedition it i. 

also 
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also to be observed, that the dues of the crown were in some 
measure compromised by the admission of private contribu
tions towards defraying the expence. The Flibustiers had con
tributed by furnishing their own vessels to the service. 

Du CBlIse when be saw the account, did not immediately 
communicate it to bis Colonists, deterred at first probably by 
oomething like shame, and an apprehension that they would 
reproacb him with weakness for having yielded so much as h. 
bad all along done to the insulting and imperious pretensions of 
De Pointis. Afterwards through discretion he delay~d making 
the matter public until the Colonist. had all embarked and theIT 
veeoeJ. had sailed from the city. He then sent for the Captains, 
and acquainted them with the distribution ibtended by M. de 

• 
Pointi., and they informed their crewi. 

'oS 2 
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C HAP. XXVlI. 

&cond Plunder of Carthagena. Peace of Ryswick, in 1697. 
Entire Suppr .. ';on of the .Buccaneers and Flibustiers . 

.:;~. THE share which M. de Pointis had allotted of Ihe plunder 
1~7' of Carthagena to the Buccaneers, feU so short of their cal-
May. culations, Hnd was felt as so great an aggravation of the con

temptuous treatment they had before received, that their rage 
was excessive, and in their first transports they proposed to board 
the Sceptre, a sh~p of 84 guns, on '1oard which M. de Pointi. 
carried his flag. This was too desperate a scheme 10 be perse
vCTc'd in. Aflel' much ddiberation, one among them f"xclaimed, 
, It is u~elcss to trouble ourselves any farther about such a 
, villain as De Poinlis ; let him go with what he has got; he 
, has left us our share at Ca,·thagena, and thither we mu~t 
, return to seek it: The proposition was received with genera' 
app1ausc by these remorsrlcss robbers, whose desire for ven
geance on De Pointis was aU at once obliterated by the mention 
of an ohject th!lt awakened their greedillcss for plunder. They 
got tlwil' l'css('ls under ~ail, anel stood back to the devoted 
city, doomod hy them to pay Ihc forfeit for the dishonesty of 
their countryman. 

The matter w~\s consulted and determined upon without 
M. <Ill Cn,," being prescnt, and the ship in which he had em
barked. as left by the rest without company. When he per
ccin.~d wlmt thry were bent upon, he sent orders to them 
to d(~sibt, whit'h he accompanied with a promise to de
mand r~dress for thclll in France; but neither the doubtful 
pro.pect of distant redress held out, nor respect for his orders, 

had 
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had any effect in restraining them. M. du Casse sent an c It A. P. '27· 
~~ 

officer to M. de Pointis, who had not yet sailed from the .697. 

entrance of Cartliagena Harbour, to inform him that the Buc
caneers, in defiance of all order and in breach of the capitula-
tion which had been granted to the cily, were returning thither 
to plunder it Rgain; but M. de Pointi. in sending the Com
missary'. aceount had closed his intercourse with the Bucca-
Deers and with the Coloniltts, at least for the remainder of his 
expedition. M. du Casse'. officer was told that the Ge""al 
was so ill tbat he could not be spoken with. The Officer wellt 
to the Ilext senior Captain in command of the fteet, who, un 
being informed of the matter, said, 'the Buccaneers were 
great rogues, and ought to be hanged;' but"as no step could be , 
taken to pre,-ent the mischief, without delaying the sailing of 
the fleet, the chief commanders of which were impatjent to 
see their booty in a place of greater security, none was taken, 
and on the 1st of June the King's firet sailed for FNl1Ice, JUlie. 

kaving Carthagena to the discretion of the Buccaneers. M . de 
Pointis claims being ignorant of what was transacting. 'On 
, the 30th of May,' he says, 'I was taken so ill, that all 
, I could do, before I fell into a condition that deprived me of 
, my intellect, was to acquaint Captain Levi that 1 committed 
, the care of the squadron to him.' . 

If M. de Pointis acted fairly by the people who came from 
France and returned with IJim, it must be supposed that in hjs 
sense of right and wrong he held the belief, that 'to rob a 
rogue is no breach of honesty.' But it was said of him, 'II 
, eloit capable lie former un grand dessein, et de rien epargtur 
" pour Ie faire reussir;' the English phrase for which is, ' he 
would stick at nothing.' 

On the 1st of June, M. du Casse also sailed from Carthagena 
to return to St. Domingo. Thus were the Flibustiers abandoned 

to 



HISTORY or THE 

CR A P. '7· 10 their own will by all the authorities "booe duty it 1I'a, to 
~ . 

1697. have rt>Strullled them. 
Junc. The inhabitants of Carlhagen" oeeing the bnocaaeer ship. 

At returning to the city, waited in the mOlt anxious smpenee 
CerthugeD8, . . 

to learn the cause. The Flibu.tie1'8 on landing, oeUoed on all 
the male inhabitants they could lay hold of, and sbut tbem up 
in the great church. They p",ted up a kind of manifetlto in 
different parts of the city, setting forth the ju.tke of their 
second invasion of Carthagef.a, whicb they grounded on the 
perfidy of the }'rench General De Pointis (' que .,,'", v ..... 
, permdtolls de charger de foule, les maledictiOflB imaginable,,') 
and on their own necessities. Finally, they demanded fiY6 

millions of li ... e, "g Ihe price of their ?eparting again without 
committing disorder. It s~ml strange that the Buccaneers 
could expect to raise ,0 much money in a place 80 recently 
plundered. Nevertheless, by terrifying tbeit pri90npl1I, putting 
some to the torture, ransacking the tombs, and other meant 
equally abhorrent, in four day. time they had nearly made up 
the proposed sum. It happened that two Flibustiers killed two 
'WomE"n of Carthagena in some mOODer, or under same circum· 

stances, that gave general nfi'ence, and raised indignation in the 
rest of the Flibu.stirrs, "ho held a kind of trial and condemned 
them to be shot, which n as done in presence of many of the 
inhabitants. The Buccaneer histories praise this as an act of 
extraordinary justice, and a set-oK against their cruelties and 
robberies, ,uch as gained them the esteem even of the Spa
nIards. The punishment, however merited, wal a mat~r of 
caprice. It i. no where pretended that they ever made a ·Iaw 
to themselves to forbid their murdering their prisODel'O; in 
very many iO!o.tances they had not refrained, and in ItO former 
instance had it been attended with puniBbment. The putting 
these two murderers to death tberefore, a. it related to them-

selves, 
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~Ives. was an arbitrary and lawless act. If the wbmcn had 
been murdered for the purpose of corning at their money, it 
could not ba,'c incurred blame from the rest. These remark, 
arc not intended in djsapprobation of the act, which wai very 
well; but too highly extolled. 

Having almost completed their coliection, they began to 
dispute Ilboo.,t IIIC division, the Flibu.ticrs pretending that the 
more regular .ettle,.. of the colony (being but landsmen) !Were 
not entitled to an equal share with thpmsclvcs, when a bark 
arrived from Martillico whicb was sent exprt"c;;sly to gi\o'o tht..>fll 

Ilotice that R Beet uf English 011(1 Dutch ships of war had just 
arrived in the lfe~t lnclic.~. This news made them hastcD their 
departure, and ohorlcnetl or put an cnd to-thf'ir disputes; for 
previous to sailing, they made a division of the gold and 
silver, in whkh each man shared nearly a thousand crowns; 
the merchandise and negroes being rCf,crved for future uivision, 
and which it W8~ exptcted would produce much more. 

The Commander, of the English uud Dutch squadron., on 
arril'ing :1t nOl'bacloes, learnt that the l"rcnch had taken Cm'· 
thagwa. They .ailed on for that place, and had almo,t reached 
it, when they got sight of De Point",' squadron, to which they 
gave chollit", but \\ hich escaped from them by superior sailing. 

319 

JUUf'. 
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Curtbugcna. 

On the sd or 4th of June, the Flibusticrs sailed from Carflla- An En~h, h 
.. I d b d d d h' I f h' lUlIl DW'!I gena 10 DIne vesse s, an a proece e t IIty eagues 0 t Clr SCI"nllloll 

route towards Hi3paniola, when they came in sight of the lali I~ I 
. . . . \\Jth fl ,;' 

English aud Dutch fleet. They lhsperse(l, e\'ery one uSlIIg IllS llllCCIIlIf'1..'II. 

best endeavoul'll to IIIve himself by lIight. 'fhe two richest 
ships "ere taken ; two were drl\'en on shore and wrecked, one 
Qf them n""r Ccrtkagetla, and her crew fell into the hands of 
the Spaniards, who would have been justified in treating them 
08 pirate.; but they were only made to work on the fortifica-
tWill. The five others bad the good furtune to reach ' Isle 

Avache. 
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.C" A P. '7; AV(JCiu. To conclude the hi. tory of the Carthagena expedition. 
:., a 4uit was instituted in France against M. de Pointis and the '..,.7· 

Sept('mlwr, 
P~ilce of 
1tyswlck. 

armateurs, in behalf of the Colonists and Flibustiers, and R 

decree was obtained in their favour for 1,400,000 livres; but 
the greater part of the .um was swallolVed up by the e.xpeu8e8 
of the ,uit, and the embezzlements of agents. 

The Carthagena expedition was the last transaction in which 
the Flibustiers or Buccaneers made a conspicuous figure. It 
turned out to their disadvantage in many r .. peets; butcbie6y 
in stripping them of public favour. III September 1697, an end 
was put to the war, by a Treaty signed at RylftJick. By thill 
treaty, the part of the Island St. Christopher which bad be-
longed to the J'l'c[):h was restored to them. 

III t'arlier limes, peace, by releasing the Buccaneers from 
public demands on their ser\'ices, left them free to pursue their 
own projects, with an understood liceosc or pri"iJege to crqise 
or form any ot\lcr enterprise against the Spaniards. without 
danger of being suhjected to enquiry; but the aspect of alf';," 

Causn in this re~pect was now greatly altered. The Treaty of 1670 
whi 'hi led bet weeD G,'eat n1'itaill and S1Jain, with the late alliance of tl..-se to t 1t' ..., 

';UI'\'1I" 10n powrrs against France, had put an end to buccaneering il;l 

llU~~It~~~~' u , Jamaica; the scaudal of the second plunder of Cat·thagena lay 
heavy on the Fltbustiers of St. Domingo; and a circumstance 
in ,\ hich both Great B"itaiu and France were deeply interested, 
WClit yet more strongly to the entire suppression of tho 
cruisings of the nuccaneers, and to the dissolution of their 
piratical ullion; which was, the King of Spain, Charle, the lid. 
being III a weak ,tate of health. without issue, .nd the suc
cession to the crown of Spain believed to depend upon hie will. 
On this 181'>t account, the kings of Great Britain aDd Franc~ 
were earnelSt in their endeavours to give satisfaction to Spain. 
Louis x, v. sent back from France to Carlhagtna the silver 

ornamenta 



BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA. 

.,marnent. of which the churches there had heen stnppecl ; and 
distinction was no 10nger admitted in the French Settlements 
between Flibustier and Pirate. The Flibustiers themselves had 
grown tired of preserving the distinction; for after the Peace 
of RYSflJick had been fully notified in the Wesl Indi .. , they con· 
tinued to seize and plunder the ships of the EnglISh and Dutch, 
till complaint was made to the }'rench Governor of &.illt 
Domingo, M. du Casse, who thought proper to make indem .. 
nification to the sufferers. Fresh prohibitions and proclamation!'; 
were issued, and encouragement was given to the adventurers 
to become planL(·TS. The French were desirous to obtain pl'T· 

mission to trade in the Spanish ports of the Terra Ph rna. 
Charlevoix says, I the Spaniards were charmcd by the stnding 
, back the ornaments taken from the churches at Carthagena, 
• and it was hoped to gain them entirely by putting a stop to 
• the cruisings of the }'Iibustiers. The commands of the King 
, were strict and precise on this head; that the Governor should 
, persuade the Flibustiers to make themselves inhabitants, and 
• in default of prevailing by persuasion, to use force: 

Many Jo'libustiers and Buccaneers did turn planters, or fol. 
lowed their profession of mariner in the ships of merchants. 
Attachment to old habits, difficulties in finding employment, 
and being provided with vessels fit for cruising, made many 
persist in their former courses. The evil most grievously felt 
by them was their proscribed state, which left them no place in 
the W .. t Indk. where they might riot with safety and to their 
liking, in the expenditure of their booty. Not having the same 
inducement a. fonnerly to limit themselves to the plundering 
ooe people, they extended their scope of action, and robbed 
".,..el. of all nations. Most of those who were in good vessels, 
quittecl the West Indian Sea., and went roving to different parts 
of tbe world. Mention i. made of pirates or buccaneers being 
ill the &rsth Sea in the yean 697, but their particular deeds 

VOT •. n ·, arc 
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are not related: and Robert Drury, who was shipwrecked 
at lIf (J(laga,~('ar in the year 1702, relates, 'King Samuel's 
mp<;sengcr th('n desired to know what tht'y demanded for me? 
To which, Deaao Cl'indo sent word that they required two 
buccaneer gllns: 

At the time of th" Peace of RYS'IIIJick, the Darien Indians, 
having f1l1arrelled with the Spaniards, had berom-e reconciled 
to the nih",tirr" and s<,veral of the old Flibustiers afterwards 
settled on the bthmus anrl lnarricd Darien women. 

One of the 7,W'rl,1/flS, or Bahama Islands, had been settled by 
the Engli .. h. 11lltiCI' the name of Prot'id(,fICC 181Q'Hd. It afforded 
good anchorage, and the strength of the settlelnf'nt was smaIJ, 
Wllich were conn'n'icncies to pirates thM induced them to fre
quent it; and, ac('orrltng to the provf'rJ)ial effect of evil Corn

municl.Ition, the inhabitants were tempted to partake of their 
plunder, and assist in their robberif's, by purchasing their prize 
goods, and .upplying them with all kinds of store; and neces
saries. This was for several years so gainful a business to the 
Sctt1t~ml'nt, as to cauo;c it to he proverbial in the We,t Indies, 
that' Shipwrecks and Pirates were the only hope. of the lakmd 
Providence .' 

In three years after the Peace of Ryswick, Charles the lid of 
Spnin died, and a j)rincc of the House of Bourbon mounted 
the Spanish Throne, which produced a close union of interests 
bet .. eell FrallC< and Spain. The ports of Spanish America, 
both in the If"t I"dies and in the So.th &a, were J.id open to 
the merchants of France. The Notida de las E:rpedici01u, at 
MagalJ .. "" notices the great rcsort of the Frtnch to the PtlCiflC 
OCt!an, , who in an clt..traordinary manner enriched themselves 
during the war of the Spanish succession: In the French 
S.ttlement.. in the West Indies the DRme of Fl'bu.t;"r, becauoe 
it implied enmity tc the Spaniard., wa. no longer tolerated. 

On tho breaking out of the "'&or between Great Brita"" aDd 
FnlfIU 
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France which followed the Spanish succession, tlie English 
drove the FreDch out of St. Chrisfuplt,r, and it has ,incc 
remained wholly to Great Britain. M. Ie Comte de GenDes, 
a Commander in the French Navy, who a few years hcforc 
htld made an unsuccessful \'oyage to the Strait rif .~lagfllhQ1wtl, 

was the Governor of the FreDch part of the Island at the tillle 
of the surren'der*. 

During this war, the Governors of Prol)idc1lcc exercised their 
authority in granting commis&ions, or Icttc1'~ of t'CjJt'tsal; and 

. created Admiralty Courts, for the condemnation of cuptured 
vessels: for under some of the Governors no vessel& brought to 
the adjudication of the Court escaped that sentencc. The;e 
were indirect acts of pin~cy. 

The I •• t achievement related of the Flibllsticrs, happened in 
170!!, when a party of Englishmen, having commission ii'om 
the Governor of J"amaica, Janucd un the 1.~t1U1ms ncar the Sam
bullas 18ks, where they were joined by some of the old }'Iiblls
tie .. who lived among the Darien Indians, and also by 300 of 
the Indians. They marched to some mines from w liic..:h they 
drove the Spaniard" and took 70 negroes. They kept the 
ncgroc% at work in the mines twenty-one days; but in all this 
exploit they obtained 110 more than abOUl eights pounds weight 
of gold. 

Here then terminates the History of the Buccaneen; of 
A_riM. Their distinctive mark, which they undeviatingly 

preserved 

• Pt)rt" Labat reJatt-s a story of a ridiculous dllirt iLl nlcclinnica! illg:<>tlllity, in 
whi<'ll M. de Gennes succeeded whiliJt he wa~ GOVf'rno" at Saini C/,ri,[opJtt., .. He 
motk rut AUlumaton in the Jilu::tl('ss of a soldier, which mR .. dled and pf'rlormed 
'''''*:1 actions. It was jocosely iaid that M. de Gelln('~ mIght h~Vt , dcfell<i('C1 
his ,governJllcot with troops of his own waking. Hi~ :mtomnton ~oldi('r eat 
vietiutls placed before itl wllich he digested, by means of 01 di.!lSol\'~nt,-P. Labal, 
Vol. V. p. 3-19. 

'1' T :2 
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~lIAP·'l7: preserved nearly two centuries, WBS, their waging constant wat 
• against. the Spaniards. and against them ooly. Many peculi

arities have been attributed to the Buccaneers in other respects, 
some of which call apply only t.o th~ir situation .s huotel'!! of 
cattle, and some existed rather in the writer's faney , tlian in 
wality. Mariners are generally credited for being more ecceo
tric in their caprices than other men; which, if true, is to be 
accounted for by the circumstances of their profession; and it 
bappem that they are most subjected to observation at tbe times 
when they are fresh ill the possession -of liberty and mon.,.. 
earned by long confinemeIlt and labour. ~ 

Extract 
IroUl 

Dampier. 

1t may be said of the Buccaneers that they were. in general. 
couragcous nccon1ing to the character of their leader; often 
~sh, alrernatf'ly negligent and vigilant, and always addicted to 
pleas",.., and idlel/{',... It will help to illustrate the manne," · 

-and qnalifications of the Buccaneers in the South Sea, to give 
an ('xtract from the concluciing part of Dampier's manusc""t 
journal uf his Voyage round the World with the Buccan .. ",. 
"n" will also establish a fact wbich has becn mentioned before 
only as a matter surmi!;cd-. Dampier says, 

, ScptC'HlhC'r the goth, 1691, arrived in the Duw"s to my 
, great joy and satisfaction, having in my voyage ran denr 
t round til e (;/obc.-I might have been master of the shjp we 
, first sailed ill if 1 would have accepted it, for it was known 
• to mo.S! llIen on board that I kept a Journal. and all that 
, knew me did ever judge my accounts were kept as correct 
, as uny mun's. Beside!!, that most, if not all others who kept 
, journals in the voyage, lost them before they got to E""'Pe, 
, whereas 1 preserved my writing. Yet I see tlU\t 80me men 

::!.re not ~o well p1eased with my account as if it came from 
a\1y of the Commanders that were in the South &a. though 

moot 
• See p. !).o7, nea'r the bottom. 
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, most of them, I think a11 but Captain Swant were'incapable en ... 1'. '1. 
I of Keeping a sea journal, and took no account of any action, .-----'---
• neither did they make any ohservations. But I am only to 
c answer for myself, and if I l'3ve not given satisfaction to my 
, friends in what I have wriLtcn, the fault is in the U1eannes!I of 
, my infurmation, and DOt in me who have been faithful as to 
, what came to my knowledge.' 

Countenanced as the lSuccaneers were, it is not in the Jeast 
surprising that they became so numerous. \\' ith the same 
deg-ree of encouragement at the prescnt tillle, the Seas wOlild 
be filled with such adventurers. It was fortuIlate for the 
Spaniards, aDd perhaps for the other maritime Nations of 
Europe, that the llucFsnccrs did not make conquest and 
scttlement so much thcir object as they !.lid plunder; BIlll that 
they took no step towards makjn~ thcm~c1vcs indepcn4cnt, 
whilst it was in their power. Among their Chiefs were some 
of goud capacity; but only two of them, Mansvelt aud Morgan, 
appear to have contemplated auy scheme of regular settlement. 
independent of the European Governmcllts, and the time was 
then gone by. Before Tortuga was taken possession of for the 
Crown of Frauce, such a project might hu\'c been undertaken 
with great advantage. 'I.'be English und j "I;'ench Hllccam'crs 
were then united; England was deeply engaged and fully oceu
pied by a civil war; and the jealousy which the Spa"iaid. 
entertained of the cncroachments of tlie French in tile Trest 
I"dia, kept at a distance all probability of their coalescing to 
suppre •• the Buccaneers. If they had chosen at that time to 
have formed for themselves any regular Illode of government, 
it appears not very improbab1c that they might have become a 
powerful independent State. 
'. In t~.bistary of 00 much robbery and ontrage, the rapacity 
~hewn in some instances by the European GovernmcQts in their 

West-
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eHA P. 27. West·lndia transactions, and by Governors of their appoint
~ 

meDt, appears in a worse light than that of tile Huccanecrs, 
from whom, they being profes~d ruffians, nothing better 
was expected. The superior attainments of Europeans, though 
they have done much towards their own civilization, chiefly 
in humallising their institutions, have, in their dealings with the 
inhahitants of the rest of the globe, with few exceptions, been 
made the instruments of usurpation and extortion. 

After the suppression of the Buccaneers, and partly from 
their relicks, arose a race of pirates of a more despcmte cast, 
so rendered by the increased danger of their occupation, who 
for a number of years prcyed upon the commerce of all 
nations, tin they 'were hunted dowIJt and, it may be said, 
exterminated. Of one crew of pirates who were brought 
before a Court of Justice, fifty-two men were condemned and 
executed at one time, in the year 172i. 
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VOY AGES AND DISCOVERIES 

IN THE 

SOUTH SEA, 

AFTER THE RETREAT OF THE BUCCANEERS. 

PAR T II. 

CHAPTER I . 
• 

Voyage of Captain John Strong to the Coalt of Chili and P~ru. 

I N the War between Great Britain and France which ensued .c RAP. '; 

on the accession of William the HId and Mary to the • 
Briti.h Throne, Spain being at the .ame time at war with 
France, some merchants in Englatld joined in the equipment of 
a ship for the purpose of trdding with the Spanish Settlements 
in tbe South &0. They obtained a commission from the 
Admiralty for their ship to cruise upon the French, which was 
granted witb a proviso that the commander dr tbe said ship 
.hould keep an exact journal of hi. proceedings, and transmit 
a copy thereof from time to time to the Commissioners for 
ex"!'uting tbe office of Lord High Admiral of England. Another 
object propooed in this undert.kiog was to •• ",rch after' a rich 
• wreck or two; at or near the Point of Sunta Elena not far 
• from Ibe Bay ~f PUIIQ, and to endeavour to fish up some of 
'. Ibe loot treasure: 

!t:hip 6ued up for this ,'oyage was London built, of ~680. 
.. he 'd d . h d . I Sh1p trued 170 Qurt n; was proYI e 'NIt cannon, an Wit 1 8 cargo out fur the 

of mercbair.e, consisting chjefty of cloths, arms, and iron- SQurh f;f'ja
d
, 

Cfll1l1l1Am (> 

wnri; ..... , • crew of ninety men, and was commanded by by C.p!ai • 
• r. Job1I !Itroag. Joh. '''''''1' 

VOL, IV: U 11 The 
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The most extravagant hopes w('rc entertained of the success; 
of thi>; vuyage. SOllie of the owners expected no less a return 
than 1600 per cent. 'fhe celebrated Dr. Radcliff had a large 
share, it is said one half, in both Mhip and cargo. 

A Journal of the voyage of the Welfare, written by Captain 
Strong, is }1rescrvcd in the British MWifllm; and likewise a 
narrative entitlf>d Observation5 made during a South Sta Voyage, 
which was wriucn by Itichanl Simson who sailed in dte 
same ship. 

October the I !2th, 1689, tlie '''dfilrc sailed from the Dotl'ns, 
:1-'111111 till' 

UUWllb. and on the I st of NO\'('lIlber frtHll PI!Jmoufli. Dp('embcr the 
15th, she crossed the equinoctial lim', Captain Strong iOb'nded 
to hav~ put in at POf't Des;rc 011 lh~ coast ~f Patagmlia , but 
near that Latitude they. found the wind"" constant from tli" 
'Vestward that they could not get in with the American coast. 

,600. On January tbe 27th, t 69(), they came in sight of JolHl 
~~. . Arnve at Davis's Soul/tern Islands, concerniftg ""hteh, and the navig;ttion 

Jo~n UUV\S" of the Welfarf" among them, Captain Strong has given the 
Soutllern 
hlamls. following Recount • 

• Monday the f7th, we .aw the land. When \~itl\in three 0" 
o four leagues we had 56 fathom.. It is a large land, and 
• Iyeth Ea.t and W Nt ncarest. There arc ,evera I keys [small 
" :hlandsJ that lye along the shore. ''Ie sent our boat to one, 
• and ,I" brollght on board ahllndance of penguins and other 
• fawlo, and ... Is. We ,teered along shore EbN, and ot eight 
, at night "e !1tW the land run Eastwnrdtas far trs we could 

A Sound '" 'diseem. L.titudc 51' S' S. '!t",daY the feth. Tins motnlbg 
di:;;~~~ir~'d .• at four {{clock, -.vc saw a rock'that lycth fram tbe main'18tand 

• fmrr 0, five league,. It make, like a '-ail e. At $i" l'i'e stood 
, into a Sound that lies about 20 leaglles from the W~b.t 
• land we had seen. The Sound Iyetb South and N.,..th nearest • 

• 'l'b~re 
, 

• 1" u.c E.glilNt Chert of welle kiand., tIlIi. Rock .. named ' d., ,~,. 
and jg luiu dUWIl within two ICIlguc!J distance frOID tbe larger..lawl. It w. ~ 
While Cumiuit by Sir Richard Hawkin-.. 
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• There i. 24 fathoDjs depth at the entrance, whtch is four CHAP. ,. -------, leagues wide. 'Ve came to an anchor six or seven league~ )(190. 

, within, ill 14 fathoms water. Here are many good harbours. Jan'unry. 

, We tound fresh water in plenty, and killed abundance of John 1;'lvi!'s 

, geese and ducks. As for woud, there is none: SoutlH~rn 

They iIItoppcd in a harbour on the western side of the Sound hlundb. 

till the 3Ist,.when they sailed on Southward, and found a clear 
passage to the open sea in that direction. 'Ou the 31st,' sa.y,"! 
Captain Strong, , in the morning, we weiglled from this har-

bour with the wind at WSW. We sent our long-boat ahead 
, of the ship to sound before us.. At eight o'clock in the eV":I-
f iug we aocllOreu in nine fathoms. The next morning, we February 
, ,veighed and sent .our boat before us. At-tell, we were clear 1St. 

, out of the Soulld. At" twel ve, we set the West Cape [of the 
, Southern entrance] bearing NNE, which we named Cupe 
• Farewell. This Swml, Folklalld s.,und aM I named it, i. The Sound, 

, about 17 leagues long .. The fi~t entrance lies S b E, and V~ti::::d 
, afterwards S b W.' Sound. 

Here it appears til at the name of Falkland was given by 
Captain Strong to the So,,~d or P"""ge through which he sailed 
(which was a discovery of hia OW9), and that he did not intend 
!o disturb any name belore given to Lhe lands, which he calls 
in his journal, Hawki ... • lANJ. By some ac~ident or misap
prehension, however, the name Falkland has been adopted by 
Ihe English for the general name of all these Islands. 

Simson remarka that the Sound was ill several places so faJl 
flf ~eeds that the ship cQul<Hlardly he 10l'ced all by the oails: 
'. it··"" ... ra.lber .., if we ';'~e sailing through a meadow than an 
~ FlD pf the ~ea: They saw foxes on this land, which, Simson }·o ... 

",. , ~ .... ere twice as big 8S tbose in England. Having brought ,~~u;,td .. 
' . """yhclUnds with us, we caught a young fox alive, wbich we 
, l!ept on board some months: but on the first firing our great 
~. guaa ill the South &a, he. was frighted overboard, as were 
• like .. iIe.,..ae St, Jago monkies. A. to the antiquity of these Conj'ctu ... 

• COllc~nuug 

U U £ 'foxes, dIem. 



UI 

February. 
In th~ 

Strait of 
Ma&alblU1u. 

March, 

Natives. 

VOYAGE OF 

• ,k ... ai tIley canDot fly, and it 10 oot likely they .boDld 
' I.wim 80 filT lUI from America, Dor again i. it 'probable that 
• ell Y would be at the pains of bringing a breed of fox ... 80 fur 
• .. H_ltins' /,kmd i. froOl any ether land, it will follo'll' ttlat 
• there has either heen tWl> dil!tihCt creations, or tlIat America 
• .nd this land have he ... fOrmerly tile same Continent: There 
are meILllfI more within the common course of n.t"'" than those 
which occurred to Simson, by which foxes may have become 
inhabitants of this land. Islands of ice are met at sea in much 
lo""r .southern latitudes, many of which no <lonbt are formed 
in the bays and rivers of the Continent. Seals .. od _-bim. 
repose on the edge of the shore, "hether it i. ice or land, and 
foo.es or other arrimal. ill 'search <of PI'e1' will tre\juently he ' 
carried a ... ay on the Iarge,pieces of ice"wbieh break off and are 
dmven out to aea. 

,The Welfare after quitting Falkland &wod sailed W ... tward 
for the Strait of Magalhaner. About Jllidway they had sound-' 
iogs at '86 fathoms, and observed 'the "'-rlati'on ttf the c"nip" •• 
to be 81' 40' Easterly. February ' die' l~th, in the moming, 
tbey entered the Straft .f,Vagalhdflts,'and by' noon bad nearly 
pasoed through the Ftrst N,m..." when the wind fililing and the 
/lood tide being .pent, lhey 'aooh'ored in 56 fathoms. When 
the tide of eoo was at its greatest .trength, Captain SIron; 
ascertained its velocity by tbe Jog, aDd found it to ran at the 
rate of nine knots, or geographical miles, per hour. Thi" .... 
at the .pring tide •. 

The Welfare ...... aoove three months making ber pa .... ge ' 
through tho Strait, and in that time anchored in a variet; of 
pIlle... Tbeir boat went to fish with a large 1I<:ioe on tIIIore.t 
IJatoheu,rI Riv.... Some nlltives were there. Richard SmilOll 
relaleo, • these natives were aMicable with us till our people 
• went to fish where """,e of them were. They had al.o sroall 
• nets .. itb which they ... pplied and contented them.el ..... till 
• unfortunatel.v they saw our people fishing with our seine .biell 

• "at 
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',. '1' .... .80 fathoms,long. 'Fhe great mnnher' of fishes we c"ught, C"R' P ••• ---, r.-ise4, Ij"t tbeir amaSelnent, and Ihen tbeir indign"tioA, wllich .6g0. 

, iJlcrcllJled·to that height tbat tbey began 10 gi,.., our men dis-
, ~rbal/ell by peltin~ tbem with oIod., and some ran intD the 
, w~ 10 get their ar\lll. ond to gl\ther together tim rest of 
, their com.panioDII: The English fouod themselves obliged to 
repel this aiLaci< wilh their IDllSkels. by which some of the 
DlI~veo were wO\HIded; but the quarrel ,hould have been 
arqidcd by offering to share tbe fi.h lVitb them. 

r/,>e ,~3d of. May. they were clear of the Strait. aDd in the May. 

~"~~" 
J,une ~e 10th. StrOlll!J · arrived at the Island Mocha. He Jun •. 

remark" , '. There ,;' IlI""P broken ground ort the West side of ThMe I' hl•od 
oc a. 

tllif lsil¥Jd. OoOd at the .sW· end is a reef of rocks that lie, six 
miles oft' to sea.' He landed, and found the bland withO"dt 

. iuhllbltaMs. Horses. dOgl, lind the ruins of two deserted towns . 
WeJ:l1.ieell ... !\d. ,turnips were growillg in abundance . 

. TIj!l ."'*llIt , tl>,ey wete near Baldi";". and as they stood in for Bald"i •. 

the .\I.II.!:l,w.ur, ,the .hip was ired at from tbe forts. Strong sent 
a~,tp. \\le.sbore ,,,itb a tlag of trace, but she was not allowed 
to h'~A, J,'he like atleU/p~ w.as _de 10 obtain communication 
witl,t It,IIC ~iard. at La. St7'/ffltl" and at other place. more , 
Nmt\Jtward. aDd with tbe ,.mo want of success. Orders bad • 
hello givGn.eyery wbere along the coast to probibit all commerce 
wilh str .. gero. 

August tbe 9th. they anchored near the entrance of the August. 

Ril!1": pi T",,,,bu. Here some Spalliard. came to them, and cOn tbe 
•• 1 - Ol1l' t of 

engagefil,An II contraband trade, by .which they disposed of as ' Po,". 

owcn.,lllerchandise as produced ~ooo pieces of eigbt, and a 
oUj/P1¥ .pf,pr.<lvisions. On the 19th, tbey sailed from the River ' 
qf.r~",; . .and the Ust, they anchored on the Nortb side of A, Point 

l'~, .sqmjl J>kna. two miles within tbo point, in 10 fatbom.. s" Elen •. 

. mrC\llg!learnt bere that a Fre,ncb privateer had within the last 
ail: .1IJ~ ,dOlle mucn mischief on the coast, and tbat two 

Spanish 
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Spanish ships of war were in search of her. A Padre at 
Santa Elmo likewise told him that a year before, a Freoch
mlln named IJodo\'icus de Ia Roc.he. in company with an 
Englishman, had plundered along the coast, giving no quarter, 
and tlmt they had cut 011' the heads of thirty Spaniard. at one 
time. The circumstances here meant, but misunderstood with 
respect both to name aud date, were most probably the bar. 
baritiC's practised by the Bucc.aneers in 161:16 and 16S7, in the 
Bay of Pallarna and at G .. ayaquil. 

, Point Santa Elena makcth like an Island, and like the 
, Bill (!l Fort/amI.' Captain Strong made seal'ch with his boats 
along the ('oast on both sides of the Point, and 1(>UllU the rc
Dlains of a vessel -that had been stranded three yeafl; before; 
uut of the rich wrecks he, came to '/!leek, no marks ,,'ere dis
covercd. ' The ma!)ter of a Spanish vessel that anchored near 
, us, told me,' says Captain Strong, ' that the wrt'ck 1 looked ' 
, for lay eig,ht leagues within Pu;n.l SOllia Elena, in {{)ur fatboms 
( "'ater, sandy ground, about half a luile from the shore. He 
, told me fartllCl' that she had been there about 25 years, and 
, that she is entirely buried in the sand, JlO that DOW there is no 
• sign of her. The Spaniards worked upon her with dircrs, anu 
, did reCO"Cl' sc:>me trca~ure. tilt by the greatness of the sea the 
, ~alld covered her over. The Spanish captain said that there 
, was twelve millions of monies still in her.' Captain Strong 
employed his boal.!; a week ill !:Icarching uear the spot pOinted 
out by the master of the Spanish vessel i but nothing was 
Ibulld; iii the mean time, some more of the merchandise was 
sold to the Spaniards. Nevertheless, from what (hey heard, 
as well a8 frolll what they had experienced, of tbe ....... itioo 
-of the Spanish Governors in Lhe South Sea, Captain Strong was 
not encouraged to visit any more of their Settlements, nur to 
remain .Jon gel' on the coast. It appears in hi. journal, that he 
had given chace to vessel. 011 tJ>e coast, and bad fired at oame 

f« 
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(or not shewing their colours; but he says, whcll he founu tilt'IU C 1\ A 1'. 1. 

to be Spaniard" he did them no wrong. ',,"0. 

From Point Santa Bletw tIle 'VcItUI't" ~ailcd to the IsJaml (kloIJeJ. 

lUal.a·fucro, where they could not find <lndlOragc; but thf'Y 
got 00' a boat-load of wood ano some goats, alld caught fish. 
'fhey thf'n stood O\'cr to Juan FC1'1/(mdrz, and were ,~ell ill with 
the Island dn the ('vcning of the 11 th of Octohe\'. 'fhey were 
surprisctlllt seeing a fire on an cie,'ated part o r tile Jand tlunng 
the night. Early next morning, a boat wa~ .. ent Oil ..,hort', 
which relurned, bringing from the hland two 1:.ngh~hmell. 
Tlw~c were two of the fi\'c men who had ILit the ship of the 
Ruccanerr Commander .Edward DaVIS, wheu he touched at 
Juon Pernande: on his return to the Atl""tic, CIS related in , 
p . 296 of the History of tlle llu("call f'CI'I, . \\ It Ii Ihclr as.i.,tancC', 
t.he ,,'"('Ifare was piloted to a ,!lood anchoring plucc ill n Ra.v at 
the Eu~lcrn part of' tht~ hland, wb('rc ,he lay l.lhout three 
cahlt-s length from tht" ",lion', JIl 18 ritfllOH1~ 'land and clay, the 
,outn poinh of the Hay hCHring En." and N N \V. 

Thebe' Bu("canee'fii had landed on .Twl1l P",.lUllldez in DeccllI
'her 1687. One of the fivt' had delJ\cl"(~d III00beif up to .,Ollie 
Spaniard! who had touchrd at tlll'5 hland. The f('<,t hPpt th('tll~ 
!o.clvcs conrealefi, and flOIV Icarning tll<lt tIJl~. Buccancers h .. d 
entirely quiut'd the South Sea, tht·.v lV,JIJII~ly c111iJarkcu \\ Ith 
Captain Strong, and ,,·it h th.-In foul' '5l'r\'ilnh. or .,Iavt's. 

October the '2~d, Strong left .lila" fo'fnwlIf)cz, and. bt·ing 
wil1ing to ma~c une mOl'c di~lrt to cli~posc of lub cargo, he 
saiJed again to the ('oast of Chili. 

J lilt!! 
j'"C'IIl.LIIJU, 

]ll!( '(" U1 l'l.'h 

\\ Ito hml 
'1\ (II There 

nOll ly duct! 
)'CUll>. 

N01'embcr the 10th, being Hrar the entrance of the River NU\'l'mt,t.'r 

Biobiof1he sent a boat to the ~hore; hut thc s<>a runnlllg IJlgh, 10th. ,he could not pa'is the bar of the ri\'cr, OJ' find JUlidlUg. The 
ned doy, the sea was not so rough, and the boat cmered the 11th, 

Tiver. Tty, Strong'lt dire<"tiou, the crew 0f the hoat pret.endE'd to 
·the inhabitants tbat they we", Dutch, IIlId that the ship came 
.fr_ HeUImd, The,.., W18 no reason for suppo,;ng that the 
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Dutch would be more welcome than the Engli.h, and as the 
.hip had .0 lately stopped at places along the coa.t, the decep
tion was the more likely to be detected, The inhabitants who 
came to the place where the boat landed, said they might have 
no traffic with strangers without leave being obtained from the 
Governor of La Concepcion, On the day following, Strong oent 
his cbief mate with a letter directed to the Gbvernor; but 
on the crew landing, they were seized by the Spaniard .. 
and el .. 'en men out of fourteen were made prisoners, Three 
escaped with the boat, and returned to the .hip, 

Upon this, Captain Strong on tbe 15th, sent the bOIlt again 
with another letter, in which he desired that the men who were 
detained should be'treated witb kindn",., for that the Spaniard. 
would be called upon to answer for their conduct, It was not 
judged safe farther to trust them",lves to the Spaniards, aDd 
therefore the letter wos placed on a rock in their sight. This 
was the only step Strong took in favour of the men who had 
been seized. On the same day, as 800n 8S the boat returned, 
he got the ship uncl.r sail, and pursued hi. coune for the Strait 
of Magalho1lfs, without again landing or stopping at any other 
part 01 the coast of Chili, He entered the Strait by the W.,.tern 
entrance on De<:ember t.he 5th. 

Among 1 he Inen detained by the Spaniard., were three of the 
Buccaneers who had just before been taken on hoard the ship 
at Jllan FaTwnd .. , And wbil.t tbe Welfare was. 00 the coast 
of Chili, Strong's people received information concerning Lieu
tenunl Thomas Arllliger, wbo was left at Baldivia by Captaia 
Narhrougb, in 1670, Simson relates the unfortuoa~ fa~ of 
Lit'lltenant Armiger, who settled at Baldivia among'" Spa
niard., as perforce he was neceuitatcd to do, Havingsome skill 
in fortl6,'ation, he taught them to fortify Baldivio, After more 
than si1teeo years residence among tbe Spaniards, tbey aceuaed 
him (.,f treason, and be was execnted, probably for no other 
reason tbao be.cause tbey were apprehensive he would eodea-

YO'1f 
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~our to escape to joip tim .,Buccaqeers. Th~f" is cau'e for C H. > .• , 
surprise that no step appe~r& t9 )laye hllen taken by the British 
governmcnl for the release 'l~ t\}is Offi~er [,OlD hi, long and 
unjust captidty. 

• 
16g~J . 

The I ~th o( p~CI:IIlQcr. Stroug repasse.<Uhl' -!"a,Wn ~ra,w;/: Dcccmb" 

of tbe Sirflit, \V~ be sailed lirst to the .,W.,t ,In4it>, aud 
afterwards to England. wherl' he arrived in June 1.6~1. 

The owners sustained a loss of 1 ~.ooo I. qy the voyage ()t tbe 
Welfare. altho"Sh *" ber return whe., "car hOllle she togk two 
prizes. which were OOIldemned. and belpeu to defray the 
obarges. It.. to be renlll'ked that this voyage was made 
without . any lir.euoe fram the Spanish government to visit the 
ports of · Chili aod Peru. If license w.d applied for ,and 
refused, it w •• uudertalWn at gr.at risk. If DO application was 
ma,de. w.bi<:h Ill~t probably was the cas". the loss mUlt be 
a,tlribu~ .to the .negligence of the o"",ers ill thi. particular . 
. • Tlae .dilt.overy .I 1i ... /khtnd s..-J. i. a .,ircumstaoce which 
Jtlll/lt , ... .., •. 1teep. thill Voyago in .romembrance. 
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Notie" of the Discoveries of two Islands whose Situations have 
not been ascertained. Voyage of M. de Genne. to tht Strait 
of MagRlhane.. Of Gemelli Careri. 

PAII,T II, G1U(ELLI CARERI mentions a discovery made in the year 
,6g .. 1691, by a vessel which sailed from the Philippine [,lands 

bound for New Spa;,,: It is only incidentally noticed by him, 
in ad"i ce which he ha.~ given for that navigation. He says, 
, ln latilude 37', 've sailed East, which was in our proper 
, course, for if ships do not place themselves enough to the 

Float ing 'Northward before they meet the Seiias, or floating weeds, 
WI ech !lear I which arc called Seiias because they are regarded as "'gnals or 
CalLlurn ia, 
culled the 'iJldie-ations of approach to the Land of California, it will be 

Seiin!. , difficult for them afterwards to get to the Northward. So it 
, happened six ycars ago to the Pink that set Ollt for N,w 
, Spai .. after the galeon San Josef was wrecked; for having 
, sailed to 35' N, and not keeping up to that latitude, she 
, could never meet the Sdias, being too much to leeward, and 
, the crew had all died for want of provisions, if Providence 

I,land I had not ordered that they should put into an unknown Island 
de San in 1~" 20' N, which was discovered on St. Sebastian's day, 
St'ha~t i RnJ 

111 J8°:zo' N. I and was named St . Sebastian. Here they got water out of a 
, smoll lake, and meat by killing abundance of birds called 

bobu.,. The Island was small, flat, and full of pleasant trees-: 
This Island does not appear in the Spanish Charts. '¥ecord. 

ing to the above account, it is an uninhabited lagoon 'Island; 
concerning its situation in longitude, no conjecture can be made, 
as it is not noticed whether at the time of the discO\'ery, the 
Pink was far advanced in her pa.asaget or was on her return to 

the 

• TrtlmiatlOri in Churchill, Vol. tV. p. 46~ 
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the Philippines. There is an Island de Sebastian Lobo.~ 10 the C H AP. ~ . 
'---.,--' 

Spanish charts, II" of longitude East of the Island Guaha,,; but '6!>" 
in latitude 25" SO' N. 

In the Chart of the Soullt Sea by De Vaugundy, for M. de J"J.n~ 

.B • H' . d N .. '" A I d I J. de GaIrosses lstozre es avtgatwflS all.1: .L ares usira es, an a so Jego,suid to 

jn Bellin's A tlas Maritime, an Island: .Tuan de Gallego en 1695, ~~ve bc(,'~ 
ulscovcrc" 

is marked ij.bout one degree North of the equinoctial line, in 1~5' 
and twelve d.egrees Westward of all the Galapagos Islands; also 
intermediale Islands connues des Espa[.,11lols. M. de 11l'Osst~s has 
not mentioned these Islands in his HIstory, nor has any uther 
notice concerning such a discovery been mel with in any 
account wbich has been consulted for tbis Work-, 

In 1695, the French Government fitted uut a squadron of '6!>5. 
ships for an expedition against the Spaniards in the South Sea. Voyuge of 

M.de 
A Narrati\'c of this expedition was published soon after its (iennesto 

termination hy M. Franrois FroO'er a person who served in tlie Suoitof , ) eo , MagalLunes. 
the quality of engineer on board the ship of the Commanuer in 
Chief, of which an English translation was published in 169~. 
It was undertaken at the instance of M. de Gennes, a captain 
in the l"rcnch Marine, who, M. Frager says, was incited 
thereto by the representat.ions of a buccaneer named l\facerty, 
who having been successful in the South Sea, was willing to try 
his fortune there once more. The :French GOl'prnment listened 
to the proposal of M. de Gennes with more than ordinary 
favour: he was appointed to command the expedition, wilh 
lea\'c to chuse such of the King's ships tiS he thought most fit 
for tbe purpose; aDd many young persons of distinguished 
families cagedy enlisted to serve in his squauron. 

On ~une the sd, 1695, M. de Gennes sailed from Rochelle 

with six ships named as f'vllows; Le Faucon Al1gloist of 46 guns 
,!nd 2~O rICn, ill which ship M. de Gennes sailed; Le Solcil 

d'Afriqllc, 

• Don:lotef de EapioOtla mentions in hi~ Memoria Scgllllda. dlll.t n ~\luth 0\.'11 
MaJer JaW 0.0 Island in 0 0 50' S and 98~ W de Cadiz ( 104" 17' W of G'CCIlrClcIt ), 

.u.ppoaed to be the J. del Gatltgo. 
::J X 2 
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d'Afriqut" bf Si! guns and !H!O men; Lc Seditiewr, of 26 guos 
and 140 men; La Felir'if(~, of R guns and 40 meRi and two 

store sJlips named La lJ/OU/0 1l11(, and 1.(1 Fcconde. 
July the 3d, they made ('aI" de rerde, and the .ame day 

anchored 11rnl' the l.~l(}nd Goree, whicll was then in possession 
or the }"rcnch. The following particulars concerning this Island 
are given by Frogcr...... 'Gm'ee is one league distant from the 
Continent, anu foul' lcagnc9 from Cape de 'Verde. The Hol
landers were the fir~t Europeans who cstablished thcmseh'cs at 
GOt'te. Jl was taken from them by tbe l"f(~nch in 1678; nnd 
from the j.'fCIlCh hy the' Englisll in 1692. The French retook 
it in 1693, anel at thi~ time (in 169.5) there were settled on the 
Island about one hundred French, and some families of freo 
Negroe.: 

lu theRil,'CT Tbe squadron sailed next to the RiVl:'1" Gambia, where was 
liambm, 

nnrlJnrou~ 
tr<,utml.!lIt 
(If Shu {'So 

a British Fort named Fort St. James, which surrendered on 
being summoned. This was on July the. 24th. Such of the 
effects found in the fort ab 1\{. de Gennes \fished to preserve, be 
ordered to be taken on board the squadron. 'fhe store ship 
La }'econde was ordered to carry a number of Slave. which 
lhe Engli.h had collecled, und which made the principal 
part of the booty, to the West Indies, and likewise the officer. 
of the English garrison, who were to be sent thence to France. 
One hundred and fifty slaves were put on board this .hip: 
• These poor wretches were .hut in the hold to prevent them 
, from attempting to escape, where, having scarcely any air 
, to breathe, they cast themselves upon one another in despair, 
, and thirty-four were found suffocated: 

The Fort was demolished, and the Feeonde sailed for OIytnne. 
M. de Gonne. remained in the River Gambia till the g5tb of 
Augnst, when he sailed for the coast of BraJil; but afterwards 

changed 

• Yvyage de M. fTt: Gtmlt. 4" D.troit de MQg~ll'I1I, Par It S . .r,.,e,.. 
P:lri'l, p. 37. 




