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was canjeatured that she was a homeward-bound ship from the
South Sea, and Captain Rogers judged the best chance of falling
im with her again, would be by running Northward Lill the first
dawn of day, and afterwards Westward till full daylight, which
was done. At daylight the weather was hazy and no strange
vessel was secn, therefore the course Southward was resumed
but between six and seven o’clock, it cleared up and the chase
was seen, bearing Sb E, three or four leagues distant. The wind
dying away, the ships got out oars, and their boats ahead to
tow. In the forenoon, a light breeze sprung up from the North,
and they crowded all =ail in pursuit. At noon, the latitude by
observation, was 52° 40’S. The variation of the compass
observed nearly at this time was 24° 30’ Easterly.

At six in the evening, the breeze freshened, and the boats were
hoisted in. At ten o’clock, the chase bore S8W per compass:
the weather then became foggy, and she could no lenger be seeri..
The English ships stood on [in a SSW direction,] but wathi
shortened sail,

At daylight the next morning there was a thick fog ; but in
an hour after, it cleared away, when the chase was again seen
to the.Southward. ¢ The wind,’ says Captain Rogers, *soon
¢ weering ahead, we had disadvantage of the chase. We ran
¢ at a great rate, but it coming to blow, the chase outhore
¢ our consort, who was nearest, 30 she gave off, and .came
¢ down:melancholy, to us, supposing the chasc to be a French
¢ homeward-bound ship from the South Sea. - At:noon we saw
¢ a little plain low Island, bearing WNW, -distant fourleagues,;
‘.not matked in any chart.” The :ships latitude by Captain
Rogers’s reckoning was 53° 11’S. Edward Cook was in latitude
per-estumation that day 53° 45°.8, and his longitude 1°4" frem
the SI end of Falkland's Island, whether Bast or Welt he has
not - distinguished ; but by the: circumstaaces :related :of . ghs:
chase, it may be concluded to have been West. -.'Fhe two.ships:
were 8t one time so near the low Island, that they tacked dn

account
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account' of not being able to weather it. There #ppears no
reason’against supposing this Island to be the same “which
M:.de Beauchesne discovered a few years before; and it is
something strange that no supposition of the kind should have
ocourred to Captain Rogers, who was so well acquainted with
Beauchesne’s discovery as to insert an aceount of it in the
Narrative of his own Voyage. It is worth remarking that it was
a single Island which was seen by Woodes Rogers, agreeing
with t¢he account given of M. de Beauchesne’s discovery.

Tbe’ Duke and Dutchess made their passage round Cape
Horneat a great distance, and were at one time as far ‘South
as 62°.0-They afterwards had sight of the American coast in
latitude 47°, and ou the 31st of January, at seven in the morn-
ing; they made the Island Juan Fernandez, bearing WSW. At
two.an the aftérnoon, being then four leagues distant, the
Duke’s: pinmace was hoisted out and manned, and Captain
Dower put off in'her for the shore, to look for provisions. Thd
crew had to row against the wind, and before they could reach
the lamd, the dusk of the evening came on, when a fire was
seen lighted en the shore, whence it was concluded that some
ship or ships were at anchor in the road. Captain Rogers there-
fore, with lights and with firing of guns made sigoals for.the
pinnace to returm on board ; which, however, those in her
hed .begun to do of their own accoerd. In the night every
preparation was made for engagement, and at daylight the
ships stood in towards the land, but no strange ship was
seen. ‘About noon, Captain Dover was sent in the; yawl to
reconnoitre, it being apprehended that the Spaniards had a
gﬂrismn here. -

As the yawl drew ' near, @ man was seen on the shore waving,
a-awhite flag; and on her nearer approach, he called. to-the
pebplé.dnithe boatyand in the English language directed them
tojallandimg place.

sCiteinRogers relates; ¢ our yawl which we had sent ashore,

¢ did
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vae it ¢ did not return so soon as was expected, 30 we sent our pin-
1700. © nace armed to see the occasion of her stay. The pinnace
Febramy. ¢ returned immediately {rom the shore, and brought abundance
]f::lal::ilfl ¢ of craw-fish, with a man clothed in goats’ skins, who looked
" ¢ more wild than the first owners of themn. He had been on the
Aleaander ¢ Island four years and four months. llis name was Alexander
Sclharh ¢ Qelkirk, a Scotchman who bad been master of the Cingue
¢ Ports Galley, a ship which came here with Captain Dampier,
¢ who told me that this was the best man in her; so 1 nnme-
¢ diately agreed with him to be a mate ot board our ship. It
¢ was he that made the fire last night, judging our ships to
¢ be English.’

¢ During his stay on Juan Fernander he saw scveral ships
¢ pass by, but two only anchored. d4le went to view them, and
¢ finding them to be Spaniards, retired from them, upon
¢ which they shot at him. He said, if they had been French,
¢ he would have surrendered himself to them; but the Spa-
¢ piards in these parts, he apprebended would kill him, or make
¢ a slave of him and send bim te the mines. Some of the
¢ Spaniards came so near him that he bad difficulty to make
¢ his escape. They not only shot at himn, but pursued him into
¢ the woods, where he concealed himself by climbing into a
¢ tree. 1}e was born at Largo in the county of Fife in Scotland,
¢ aud had been bred to the sea from his youth., The reason of
¢ his being left at Juan Fernandes was u difference between bim

¢ and his captain, Stradling.’
¢ He had with bim a firelock, a hatchet, a knife, & kettle, and
¢ other things, with which he provided for himself very well as
‘ to food and lodging: but for the first eight months be had
* much ado to bear up against melancholy. He built two huts
¢ which he covercd with long grass and lined withgoats’ skins
¢ In one he dressed his victuals; in the other be siept. He got
firc by rubbing two pieces of pimento wood together. He
employed himself much in singing psalms and praying.

¢ He
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He was at first distressed by the want of bread and salt, but «uar. 10.
at length came to relish his meat well cnough without either *. $555,
When his gunpowder failed, he took the goats by speed of Alexande:
foot, for his way of living and continual exercisc of walking (:.‘!;“:T“
and running, cleared him of gross liumours, so that he could Fernand:z.
run with wonderful swiftness, through wobds and up rocks
and hills. He kept an account of 500 goats that he killed
whilst there ; and he caught as many more, which he marked
ou the ear and let go. His agility in pursuing a goat had oncc
ncarly cost him his lifc: he pursued with so much cagerness,
that he caught hold of it on the brink of a precipice of
which he was not aware, the bushes having hid it from him,
so that he fell with the goat down the said 'precipicv a great
height, and was so stuniicd and bruised with the fall that
¢ he narrowly escaped with life, and when he came to lis
senses, found the goat dead under him. He lay there 24 hours
before he could crawl to his hut, which was about a mile
¢ chistant, and could not stir abroad again for many days.’
¢ In the scason he had plenty of zood turnips, which had
¢ been sowed there by Captain Dampier’s men, and have now
¢ overspread some acres of ground. Ile had cabbage from
¢ the cabbage-trees, and seasoned his mcat with the fruit of the
¢ pimento, which is the same as thc Jamaica pepper. He
¢ found also a black pepper, called Malagita, which was very
* good in stomach complaints.’
¢ He soon worc out all his shoes and clothes by running
¢ through the woods; and at last, by being accustomed to shift
¢ without them, his feet became so hard that he ran eyery
¢ where withoat annoyance, and it was some tune before he
¢ could wear shoes after he was with us, for not being used to
¢ any so long, his feet swelled when he came to wear them
¢ agdin.’
& ¢ He

4 ' 14 i . :
* The: Buccaneers of Edward Davis’s crew who chose to remain on Juan
Fernandez supplied themsclves with salt by making salt-pans ncar the scaside.
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¢ He was-at first much pestered with cats and rats, that bad

¢ bred in great numbers from some of each species which bad
¢ got on shore from ships that put in here to wood and water;
¢ but by cherishing the cats with pieces of goat’s flesh, they

became so tame that they would lay about him in hundreds,
and soon delivered him from the rats. He likewise tamed
some kids, and to divert himself would sing and dance with
them and his cats; so that by the care of Providence, and
vigour of his youth, being now about thirty years old, he
came at last to conquer all the inconveniences of his soli-
tude, and to be very easy *. When lus clothes were worn out,
he made himself a coat and cap of goat skins, which he
stitched togethér with little thongs of the same, cut with his
knife. He had no other needle than a nail; and when his
kpife was worn to the back, he made others of iron hoops that
were left ashore.’

¢ The climate is so good at Juan Fernandez that the trees
and grass are verdant all the year. The winter Jasts no longer
than June and July, and is not then severe, but sometigmes

there are great rains. He saw no venomous creature en the

Island.’

Edward Cook says, ¢ This man was commonly cglled
Alexander Selkirk; but his right name was Selcrag; who,
being left on the Island Juan Fernandez, lived there foyr
years and four months without human society. When the
first boat landed, he saluted the new comers with much joy,
and invited the officers to his habitation. The way to it was
very much hidden and uncouth, and only Lieutenant, Fry
would bear him company. Having with much difieulty
climbed up and crept down many rocks, they came atJast to a
pleasant spot of ground full of grass, and fprpgbgd
trees, where were twa small huts indifferently built, one

‘ the

acltlos
* According to The Remarkable Adventures of Alsrander Selkirk, pringed st

Bristol, 1800, he was borg in or a._bont the year 1676.
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“‘the 1odging room, add the other the kitchen. ' His bed was cuae. 10,
*‘rhised from the grotind on a'bedstead of his own contriving, 1se0,
¢ and consisted of goats’ skins. About the habitation wer& a Febtuary.
¢ number of goats which he had bred up tame. He had pro- g
¢ vided goat’s flesh to entertain his guests, which after their lTong on Toan
' rtth at sea, was no small dainty. It was with some difficulty Fernandez.
¢ he was persuaded to go on board, on acéount of a certain
¢ officer that he heard was there, yet upon promise of being
‘ restored to his former dwelling, if not satisfied, he at length
“‘complied, and found such entertainment as made him no:
¢ long for his solitary retreat®.’ ’

- The number of individuals each of whom has at tirhes been
the dolitary inhabitant of Juan Fernandez, entitles that Island
to' be‘ealléd the Land of ‘Robinson Crusoes. A more circam-
ﬁtﬁﬁtiﬁl“d’é&ci‘ipﬁon of Selkirk’s manner of living than of that
of his equally loncly predecessors, came to the notice of the
public;"and his residence in that Island is known to be the
groamyd-work of De Foe’s Robinson Crusoe.

Tt has been madc a question whether Daniel de Foe came
faitly by the materials of his ¢ Scrious Romance ;' and though
the matter seems ably considered and candidly pronounced upon
in''the Biographia Britanmica (under the article De Foe) it can
scarcely yet “be regarded as settled. It is stated that Selkirk
being advised to get his story put into writing and to publish
‘ ' it,

. * Vaoyage by . Captain Edward Cooke. Introduction to Vol, 1ld, p. xx. , The
guthor of the Remgrkable Adventures of Alexander Selkirk has conjectured that
‘e officer against whom Belkirk entertained so much dislike was Captain Dampier.
Ia @ Colpetion of Woyages published under the name of John Hamilton Moeore,
i# Ja,apsgmieq that the object of Selkirk's gnimosity was an officer formerly belong-
g to the Cinque Ports galley, who he was informed was on board the Duke.

1abbér gécount, though {be‘authonity on which it is given is not specified, is
i} the  mat probable, for Belkirk was not a shipmate with Dampier in the
of the Saint George, but sailed in the Cinque Ports galley; and the
mgiun by Dampier of Selkirk to Captain Rogers shews that therc did
mokepheigt betyoan them any unfriendlines,
Vor. IV. 30
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it, went to De Foe for assistance, to whom he related every
thing he could remember ; but that De Foe, instead of serving
Selkirk, expanded the information he received into his history
of Robinson Crusoe. The Biographia Britennica observes that
no charge was published against De Foe during his life time of
having converted to his own purpose communications of any
kind made to him by Selkirk, though few men have been more
beset by literary enemies. It i8 plain that Selkirk, before he
arrived in England, made known the heads of his adventures to
Woodes Rogers and Edward Cooke; and in fact, it was by
their publication that Selkirk was bereaved of any advantage
he might have derived from first telling his own history. It is
sufficient exculpation of De Foe, that Woodes Rogers and
Edward Cooke published their account of Selkirk in 171,
and that Robinson Crusoe did not appear till 1719. Sir Richard:
Steele also, in a paper of his Englishman, dated December
1713, gives a brief account of Selkirk, his manner of living
and employment of his time whilst on the Island Juan Fer-
nandez, received from his own mouth. ¢ It was matter of great
¢ curiosity,” says Sir Richard, ¢ to hear him, as he was a man
¢ of sense, give an account of the ditferent revolutions in his
¢ own mind in that long solitude.” Here were the rudiments
of a Robinson Crusoe laid before the world. Daniel De Foe at
the time he published, or any other man, had a right to make
use as he thought proper of the ideas which the accounts so long
before published of Selkirk, and which likewise that related
of the Mosquito Indian, William, by Dampier, might give birth
to; and in fact they appear to have gained complete hold of
his imagination. De Foe, between the years 1712 and 1719,
by his political writings involved himself in great inconveniences.
He also suffered severely from illness, being, in. 1715, struck
with a fit of apoplexy. Itis said that after his recovery he
appeared to have wholly quitted politics. Unprosperous cir-
cumstances with any mixture of disgrace, have a strong

tendency



ROUND THE WORLD. 467

tendency to wean a man from taking delight in society, and cua». 10,
to dispose him to lonely contemplation. De Foe seems to Tor
have sought consolation in reflecting on solitude as productive Ag“uﬁ;‘l‘["k‘”
of peace of mind, and to have placed himself in the situation

of Selkirk with the full bent of his imagination. Hence it resulted

that the distresses and employments of his Robinson Crusoe

were so naturally imagined, and that his resources were con-

trived with as much reflection as ingenuuty.

It is not probable that the publication of Robinson Crusoe
occasioned any deprivation to the public, or was of any pecu-
piary detriment to Selkirk ; for it does not follow that if De Fee
had not written, Selkirk would have published his own adven-
tures. It was natural at the same time, that when Selkirk
beheld another person reaping profit from his misfortunes, it
should create in him regret and discontent, that he should
regard it as a benefit intercepted, and in that hight, as an injury
done him. There appears however, no solid ground for dis-
puting the legitimacy of De Foe’s Crusoe.

Captain Rogers stopped a fortnight at Juwan Fernandez, and o
landed the sick, about fifty from both the ships, mostly scorbutic chruary.
patients, all of whom recovered, except two. He remarks, as
other navigators had before done, on the multitude of seals
and the fineness of their fur at Juan Fernandez.

On the 14th of February the ships sailed, Alexander Sclkirk
being on board the Duke as Second Mate. The Lobos de la
Mar Isles was appointed for the place of rendezvous in case
of separation, with directions that ¢ Either ship arriving and
not finding his consort, should before his departure, set up a
cross at the landing place, and any intelligence he may wish
to communicate, bury it under ground, secured in a glass bottle,
twenty yards directly North from the cross.’

* The 17th, they sew the Contment, and stood Northward C;J)aﬁt of
keeping at a good distance from the land. In sailing thus along e
30¢g the
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the eoast, they did aot fall-in with any vessel: till: Mdrdhithe
15th, near the Lobos islands, when they took a smil bark'
belonging to - Payte, with about 200 dollars on bosrd, intended
for the purchase of flour at a place called Cheripe. From the
crew of the prise they learnt that the Cinque Ports Galley had
foundered on the coast, and that Stradling with those of* his
people who were saved, were then prisoners at Lima.

The 16th, the two ships with their prize anchored at the
Islands Lobos de la Mar. Woodes Rogers says, ¢we had
20 fathoms depth, clean ground, in the thoroughfare between
the two Islands, above a cable’s length from each;’ but his
description afterwards of the Islands, shews that there are more
than two; and what he says of the anchorage is confused and
liable to misinterpretation. He says however in clear language,
that ¢ on the EasternmostIsland is a round hummock,and behind
‘ it & small cove, very smooth, deep, and convenient for a ship
¢ to careen in. They hauled their small prize into this cove,
and fitted her up as a tender. No fresh water, ner any. thing
green, was found on these Lobos Islands. -Fowls like teal nestled
in" holes on the ground, and were reckoned good meat. A sea-
man of the Duke died suddenly after eating the liver of a seal
here, and the Spanish prisoners said that the flesh of the old
seals was reckoned unwholesome food.. One of the sailors was
attacked on shore by a large seal, who bit him in several places,
and,- though he was a stout man, almost 'pulled him into
the water.

The Duke and Dutchess cleaned and repaxred here by i.ums,
one ship with the tender keeping out. cruising.. They continued
on this station till the middle of April, in which time thay took
five prizes, none of much value to -them.; and in the sttack of
one of these vessels with boats, Captain Rogers had.the: misfor-
tune to lose his brother Mr. John Rogem. ..Amother of the
Duke's men was killed at the same time, and three were

wounded,
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wonnded, who all died of their wounds. Two of the prises were
breach-built vessels, their names the Havre de Grace, and
La Lune d’Or, which the French had sold to the Spaniards.

- In the latter part of April, Captain Rogers surprised Puna,
and afterwards took Guayaquil. In the attack they lost two
men, and one was afterwards shot by therr own secntinel, in
consequence of his not answering when challenged. But they
suffered more in the sequel by a contagious fever which
had raged in Guayaquil. The plunder found here in treasure
and merchandise convenient for them to take, scarcciy
exceeded 2,000. in value; but they obtained 27,000 dollars
for ransom of the town and the shipping in the river, and a
good supply of provisions ; and they kept a humber of negroes
as a reinforcement to the crews. They also sold some of their

-former prizes and prize goods here to the Spaniards. On May
the 8th, the Duke and Dutchess, with four prize vessels, sailed
from the coast of Peru for the Galapagos Islands, carrying with
them some Spaniards who had been delivered as hostages for
the payment of the ransom, the terms agreed upon not lmvmg
been fulfilled by about 3000 dollars.

In the passage to the Galapagos, the fever broke out on
board the ships, and immediately spread in ansalarming manner.
. ¢ This day, the 11th, says the Journal, Captain Courtney was
¢ taken ill, and Captain Dover went on board the Dutchess to
¢ ;prescribe for him. Twenty of our men have been taken ill
¢ within this twenty-four hours of a malignant fever, we sup-
¢ pose contracted at Guayaquil’ ,

i The 16th in the. forenoon, they came in sight of the Gala-
pagos Islands. At this time sixty men were in the sick list on
board the Duke, and above eighty on board the Dutchess.
On arriving near thd land, it was agreed for the vessels to
separate to different Islands, that they might the better search
for fresh water,and a ¢ remarkable Rock’ was fixed upon near
which to rendezvous after the search. Turtle, fish, and wood,

were
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were found, but no fresh water was discovered. On the 2ad,
five out of the six vessels had reassembled near the Rendezvous
Rock. The one missing was a prize bark in the charge of Simon
Hatley, the Third Mate of the Dutchess, who bhad with him five
seamen, four negroes, and an American Indian. At the time
she parted from the other vessels, she had on board fresh water
for not more than two days at the common allowance. One of
the prize vessels, and boats, were first sent in quest of her; and
afterwards, the Duke and Dutchess, and the other prizes cruised
among the Islands, firing guns and carrying lights abroad during
the night; which was continued till the 26th ; but nothing of
Hatley’s vessel was seen.

Unfortunately, 'and rather unaccountably, Captain Rogers
bad neglected to takea supply of fresh water on board his ships
whilst they were in the Bay of Guayaquil. Since -their arrival-
at the Galapagos, ten men of the crews had died, and the sick-
ness still raged : they were now threatened with a scarcity of
water, on which accounts it was determined in a consultation,
to stand over to the Continent to water the ships, and to
return to the Galapagos to look for Simon Hatley and his men.

The Island of the Galapages first made by the Duke and
Dutchess was the, King Charles’s Island of Cowley’s chart; and
it is probable, that his Rendezvous Rock is the Dalrymple Rock
of Captain Colnet’s chart. Captain Rogers in expressing his
regret that he had not watered his ships before he sailed to the
Galapagos, says that he was thereby prevented from giving
himself time to lopk for the Island Santa Maria de I Agueda,
“ reported to be one of the Galapagos where there is good
¢ water, timber, and a safe road, where it is said Captair Davis
¢ the Buccaneer lay some months and recruited ta comtent.’

On the evening of the 26th they made sail from the Gala-
pagos, and on June the 5th made the Continent. The same
day, they captured a small vessel from Panama bound for
Guayaquil, having on board some passengers and negroes. The

- 7th,
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7th, they anchored by the Kast side of Gorgoma, where they cuar.io.
found fresh water, and took a supply. The 8th, their boats T
chased and captured a small bark, with salt and brandy, and  June.
about the valuc of 50017 in gold. Captain Rogers stopped at ﬁ ﬂ:{t‘
Gorgona to careen the Duke and Dutchess, and at the same (,.-Z;g,ua,
time the prige Havre de Grace was equipped as an assnciate,
being mounted with £0 guns, and manned with sixty men from
the crews of the Duke and Dutchess, and seventeen black men ;
Edward Cook was appointed to command her, and her name
was changed to that of the Marquis.

July the 11th, they landed a number of prisoners on the main  July.
land. On the 18th, a negroe belonging Lo the Dutchess was
bit by a small brown-speckled snake, and ‘died within twelve
hours after.

- There are many snakes on Gorgona, some very large. Woodes = Snithes.
Rogers saw one as thick as his leg and three yards long. He f::;]ifc‘[“l
describes an animal caught at Gorgona, which he calls a Sloth;  Sloth.
¢ in appearance it had some resemblance to a monkey of the
‘ middling sort. One was set loose at the lower part of the
¢ migen shrouds, and he was two hours in getting up to the
¢ top-mast head.” No land hirds were seen at Gorgona, which
was attributed to the woods being peopled with monkeys.

The ships remained at Gorgona til August, with tents crected
on shore for the sick. During that time they had frequent
communication with the Spaniards on the main, many of whom
came to purchase prize goods, for which they paid sometimes
in money and sometimes in provisions. The most valuable of
the prige goods that were not so disposed of, were taken into
the Duke, Dutchess and Marquis, and the prize vessels, the
Marquis excepted, were purchased by their former possessors.
Captain Rogers proposed that the Marquis should be sent to
Brasil, where he thought her cargo might be disposed of to
much advantage ; but the majority of the council opposed such

a separation.
August
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Auvgust the 7th, they sailed from Gorgona, bound South”
ward ; but by currents and the lightness of the breczes they were
kept a week in sight of the Island. On board the Duke were
35 stout negroes, selected from those taken in Spanish vessels
to serve as part of the Duke’s crew. Cuptain Rogers called
them together, and told them that in the event of meeting an
enemy, if they fought and behaved themselves well they should
be free men ; ¢ on which thirty-two of them immediately pro-
‘ mised to stand to their quarters as long as the best English-
* man, and desired that they might be improved in the use of
¢ arms. Upon this I made Michael Kendall, the Jamaica free
¢ negroe, their leader, to exercise them. To confirm our con-
¢ tract, I made them drink a dram all round to our good
¢ success.’ o

The 18th, they took a small bark from Panama’ hcumf fof
Guayaquil, with 24 negroes in her. They learnt by this vessel
that two large French ships were cruising in search of ‘thém.
On the 24th, they anchored in the Bay de Atacamés w'l’uch
is on the ENE of Cape San Francisco, where they w‘atbfeh
there being two small rivers near the Village de Atacmi:es,
which their boats could enter at half flood.’ "Whllsf they ]ay
in this bay, both Spaniards and Natives came o tiade with
them. One merchant, by name Sefior Navajre, boug‘ht oods
and slaves to the value ‘of ' 3, 500 dollars, an they took in
payment his written obhgatwn 'or bond tp rem"ij that shm
to Jamazca by the wav of Poriobello. for the Hwhbts of ‘the
Duke and Dutchess.

Westward from the Bay de Atacames, about'ﬁtm‘ m} toward's
Cape San Franmco, is a’point off which runs ) 'on
which account it is recommcnded pot to a mac ‘m AT r‘ffmn
within balf a league of the shore; and also nof’ u')" fthor T
less depth than six fathoms near this shore, boci‘uw“the tidés
sometimes, out of the ordinary course, ebb exceedingly los..

On the 31st, the three ships, with @ tender, left the comst

to
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to return to the Galapagos. September the 10th, they anchored uar. 10.
at one of the Islands, opposite to a white sandy bay, and Tr
within less than a mile of the shore, a great rock bearing from Septembu.
them N b E, distant six miles ; and a small white rock which At the
appeared lihe a sail bearing W b S about four miles distant. la;l:l:}?h

Here they supplied themselves with land and sea turtle, fish,
good salt, and wood. No fresh water was found, nor was it now
much sought after. Search was made for the bark which Simon
Hatley bad commanded, but nothing was seen that gave any
informnation concerning her or her people. The rudder and
bowsprit of a small vessel were found, which at first weie
supposed to have belonged to Hatley’s; but on examination
they appeared to be much older.

Woodes Rogers, in this part of his Journal, speaks again of OF the
the Santa Mariade I Aguada. He says, ¢ The Spanish reports ba:ﬁt’ﬂ’mn
agree that there is but one lsland that has any fresh water ; de 1 Aguadu.
which lies in 1° 30’ S. Sefi'. Morell [a Spanish sea captain,
but then prisoner] tells me, that a Spanish ship of war
employed to cruise against the pirates, was once at an Island
which lies by itself in the latitude of 1° 20" or 1° 30’S. They
call it Santa Muria de T Aguada, a pleasant Island and good
road, full of wood and plenty of water, and turtle of both sorts,
with fish. I believe this to be no other but the same Island
where Captain Davis the Buccaneer recruited, and all the
Jight he has left to find it again is, that it lies to the West-
ward of those Islands he was at with the other Buccaneers.’

The Galapagos Islands, from their proximity to the Continent,
ha.ve not constantly the regular trade-wind, and the sea ngar
them is subject to strong currents. Captain Colnet remarked,
m e the month of June, near the Galapagos, a current so strong
anﬁ 1 lar as to change the ship’s course against the helm,
though spiling at the rate of 3¢ miles per hour *. The dif-
ference
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ference in the reckonings of navigators produced by thcse
currents and light variable winds, caused a belief that there
were two groups of Islands in the parallel of the Galapagos,
about 100 leagues apart from each other. The prevalence of this
opinion is noticed by Captain Rogers; and many charts composed
in the middle of the eighteenth century accord with it.

September the 17th, Captain Rogers sailed from the Gala-
pagos Islands for the coast of New Spain, with the ihtention to
look out for the arrival of the Galeon from the Philippines, and
afterwards to sail for the East Indies.

October the 1st, they made the coast of New Spain as far to
the North as the Province of Colima, and the next day were in
sight of Cape Corrientes. They stood over to the Tres Marias
Islands, and when near the South . Fastern Island, an officer
was sent in the Duke’s pinnace to examine if it afforded safe,
anchorage or other convenience. The ofticer reported on his’
return, ¢ that the Island had foul ground near half a mile from
the shore ; bad anchoring, worse landing, and no fresh water.’

Captain Rogers accordingly sailed on to the middle Island,
and anchored near its SE part in 11 fathoms sandy bottom, halfl
aleague from the shore. Water was found here, but it was bitter
and purgative. A boat was sent to examine  the other side of the
Island,” and she returned with information of there being signs
of turtle and indifferent good water on the NE side. Ona
second search, a boat load of turtle was obtained and an
excellent run of fresh water found near the NW comer of
the Island; and thither all the vessels went and anmchered,
the Duke in seven fathoms clean sandy bottom, half a mile
distant from the shore, the extremes in sight of this Middle
Island bearing Wb N and Eb S, and the body of the North-
western of the Marias bearing NW distant four leagues. The
weather at this time was fair and the winds light ; ¢ otherwise
this would have been but an ordinary road.’

At this middle Island of the Marias were turtle, fish, fresh

water,
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water, and wood ; parrots, pigeons, doves, and many other birds ;
guanoes, hares small but of good flavour, and rakoons. The
rakoons barked and snarled at the men like dogs, but were
easily driven off.

All the turtle taken here were females, who came on shore
to lay their eggs and bury them in the sand. Woodes Rogers
relates, ¢ One of these turtle had at least 80p eggs in her, 150
¢ of which were skinned and ready for laying at once. I could
not imaginc the egys were so long in hatching as some
authors write, considering the sun makes the sand so very
hot. In order therefore to be better informed, 1 ordercd
our men on shore to watch carefully for one, and to saffer her
to lay her eggs without disturbance, and tb take good notice
of the time and place. Accordingly they did so, and assured
me they found the eggs addled in less than twelve hours, and
in about twelve more, they had young ones in them, com-
pletely shaped and alive” Edward Cook says, the turtle
buried their eggs two feet deep in the sand ; which depth seems
intended by them for protection as well from the heat of the
sun as from birds of prey.

£

‘

[

'I'en of the negroes who had been kept to serve as part of

the crews, being sent on shore here to cut wqod, seven of them
deserted, and concealed themselves in the woods as long as
the ships remained: from which circumstance no favourable
inference can be drawn respecting their treatment, notwilh
standing the handsome professions which had passed betwecn
them and Captain Rogers.

The European provisions with which the ships first sailed had
heen much saved by the provisions and refreshments théy had
met with, except in the articles of bread and flour, of which it
way apprehended they would experience a scarcity. They
were at this time at an allowance of a pound and a half for
five days. 'They had kept at a distance from the coast of New
Spain, where their wants might have been supplied, thinking it

3 pQ neecessary
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necessary to their success against the Manila ship that they
should not risk being descried from the shore.

The 25th, they sailed from the Tres Marias for Cape San
Lucas, off which Captain Rogers stationed his ships a good dis-
tance spread from each other, to extend his view. The Tender
was the in-shore vessel; and to her some Californian natives
went off on small rafts or catamarans. They were naked, and
on their first coming appeared fearful, but some small presents
being made them they became confident. They gave in
return for some knives -and cloth, two live foxes, a deer skin,
and some fresh water which they carried in bladders. They
did not understand a word of Spanish, and nething was observed
among them that indicated their having communication with
the Spaniards. Some of the Tenders men landed afterwards,
and were entertained by the natives with broiled fish.
~ Whilst cruising off Cape San Lucas, an agreement was entered
into on board the Duke, and adopted by the officers and crews
of the other ships, for the purpose of discouraging gaming ;
in which they mutually consented and bound themselves
to remit all notes of hand, bills, or obligation of any kind
soever, signed after November the 11th, the date of the
agreement, that should have been contracted or have passed
between them directly or indirectly for any wagering or gaming
account: '

The acquaintance formed with the natives of Cape San
Lucas was of great use; for boats went on shore at different
times from the ships, and brought off fresh water. . The natives
were very friendly with the people who went in the boats. bat
would not allow them to land during the might.

The middle of December arrived, and the Commanders
of the English ships began to apprehend there ‘Would be no
Manila ship this year; though it was well known that ‘Swan
and Townley had formerly missed the Manila galeon by
quitting their station off Cape Corrientes so early as the 18t of

January.
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January. The impatience in Captain Rogers’s ships was
chiefly on account of the shortness of their stock of bread, of
which there remained only sufficient to serve them 70 days,
and it was necessary for them to go into port to water before
they departed for the East Indies. The Marquis was found
so. much in want of repair that on the 15th she was sent into
the bay called Puerto Segura at Cape San Lucas; and it was
intended that when she came out refitted and watered, the
other ships should go in by turns ; but on the 20th, a council
was held at which it was determined not to continue longer
cruising for the Manila ship ; and according to this resolution,
they stood in for Puerto Segura, intending there to water, and
to proceed with all speed for the East Indies. -

All the afternoon of the 20th, there was little or no wind,
-and a current set from the land. On the morning of the 21st,
a breeze sprung up, with which they made towards the Cape ;
but at nine o’clock, a strange sail was seen to the Westward.
The course was immediately directed towards her, though at
first it was supposed to be the Marquis, her repairs finished,
and coming out of the Puerto Segura to rejoin them ; but finding
that she altered her course and stood from them, there remained
no doubt of her being a stranger, and the Duke and Dutchess
chased under all sail. The wind falling, they gained but little
on her that day. During the night, Captain Rogers cmployed
boats to keep sight of the strange ship, and by eight in the
morning of the 22d, he was alongside of her in the Duke. She
had hoisted Spanish colours, and after an hour’s engagement, the
Dutchess by that time having come up, she struck, and proved
to be from Manila. §wo ships had sailed this year from Manila
for New Spam. Thistwhich was the smallest of the two, was
named the Nuesira Sesiora de la Encarnagion, was of 400 tons
burthen, and commanded by Don John Pichberty, by birth a
Frenchman, and brother-in-law to Mons. Du Casse, the French
Governor in Hispaniola. She had 20 guns mounted, and at the

time

477

CHAP.10
~———

1700.
De reember,

Near Cape
San Lucas.

1 5th,

20th

215t,

A Munila
Ship seen?

22d.

and taken.



478

PART 1I.
e

1 7 % .
December,

At Cape
San Lucas,

244,

24th.

esth.

A second
Manila
ship seen ;

1s attacked

26th,

WOODES ROGERS

time of coming to action, 193 men, of whom nine were killed
and several wounded. She was laden with Kast-Indian goods,
and had departed from Manila in company with the larger
ship, but they had lost company on the passage.

On board the Duke, only two men were wounded in the
action; onc of wham was Captain Woodes Rogers, and badly,
by a musket-ball passing through his left cheek, which car-
ried away part of the upper jaw and several of his teeth.

They stood in with their prize for Puerto Srgura, and
anchored there on the afternoon of the 23d. The Marquis was
by this time ready for sea, and as it was probable that the other
Galeon had not yet passed the Cape of California, v was
determined that the Dutchess and Marquis should keep the
sea, whilst the Duke, the Tender,, and their Manila prize,
refitted in the port. On the 24th, the Dutchess and Marquis
sailed, and took their station off Cape San Lucus. The nexts
morning Captain Rogers placed men on the top ofa ! 1 to
look out, and to make signals on sceing any stiio o vessels.
In the afternoon of the same day, the look-out men made
signals that three sail were in sight in the offing; whereupon
Captain Rogers put all his Spanish prisoners into the Tender,
from which he took all thc arms, the sails, boats, and the
rudder, and caused her to be anchored at a mile distance
fiom the Manila prize, the charge of which he gave to Captain
Dover with 22 men ; and then weighed anchor in the Duke,
and stood out to sea to join his consorts,

'T'he strange ship, which proved to be the expected large
Galeon, had been seen by the Dutchess and Marquis early in
the ‘mornring, and was chased by them the whole day. At mid-
night, the Dutchess got alongside of her, and by herself engaged
her near two hours, the Marquis not having come up, when
having suffered much, she dropped astern to wait for the
Marquis ; but the Marquis could not get near enough to assist
till the afternoon (of the 26th,) and then the attack was

renewerl
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rencwed by them jointly, and continued until sunset, the two
ships being encouraged by the Duke approaching. When
it grew dark, the firing was discontinued, and duri ng the night,
the Duke joined the Dutchess and Marquis. At daylight (of
the 27th,) all the three Einglish ships fell on the enemy, who
with unabated resolution continucd to defend himself. At
cleven in the forenoon, the Fnglisl ships drew off; and holding
a short council, agreed that thev were 1ot able to take this
Manila ship, and that instead of farther atiempting hey, they
would look to the securing of the prize alrcady taken.

The Spanish Galcon which so successfully resisted the threc
English ships, was named the Bigonia, her burthen was abhout
900 tons ; she had 40 guns mounted, and 490 men on board.
She was strongly built, her-sides being so thick, that the shoi of
the Fnglish ships, none of which excceded six pounds weight,
seemed to make very littfe impression. On the side of the
English,'the Dutchess suffered most, ¢5 of her men being killed
or wounded. In the Duke and Marquis 13 were wounded,
but no one killed. Captain Rogers was again among the
wounded ; a splinter having struck his left heel and ankle and
forced out part of the bone.

The Galeon sailed on for Acapulco, and the English returned
to Pucrto Segura to repair and to make dispositions for quitting
the American coast.’

Some Spaniards had becn brought by Captain Rogers from
Guayaquil, kept as hostages for the payment of ransom remain-
ing due for that place. An agrcement was now concluded
with them and the Chevalier Pichberty, according to whicl, on
their giving bills payable in London for 6000 dollars, all the
Spanish prisoners were released, and the bark which had
served the English as a tender was given to them, with provi-
sions for their subsistence to Acapulco. Thirty-six Lascars, natives
of the Philippine Islands, who were taken in the Manila prize,
were not included in this treaty, but kept to assist in navigating

the
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the English ships, the number of which was increased by the
council determining that Jhe Manila prize should be taken to
England, to which end she was furnished with officers and crew,
and her name was changed for that of the Batchelor, in com-
pliment to Mr. Alderman Batchelor, of Bristol, who was one of
the principal owners of the Duke and Dutchess ; but the majo-
rity in the committee differed from Captain Rogers in the choice
of a commander for the Batchelor, which produced protests
and counter-protests. The matter was at length accommodated
by the appointment of three captains, of whom the chief, and
so styled, was Captain Thomas Dover, who was to have charge
of the cargo and of the interests of the owners (himself being a
part owner.) The.two other Captains, the order of the Com-
mittee says, were ¢ to act in equal ppsts in the sole navigating,
¢ sailing, and engaging if occasion should be, under Captain
¢ Thomas Dover, who shall not molest, hinder, or contradict
¢ them in their business.” Alexander Selkirk was appointed
Master of the Batchelor under the three Captains.

The natives at Puerto Segura, Captain Rogers says, were
¢ tall and large limbed, had dark black hair and were of blacker
complexion than any other people he met with in the South Sea :
their aspect and language disagreeable, pronouncing so much in
the throat as if their words had been ready to choke them.”
They were, however, quiet and friendly with the English. They
had bows seven fect in length, the strings of which were madc
of a silken grass: the arrows were of small cane pointed with
fish-bone or flint.

¢ Pucrto Segura is about a league to the Eastward of a round,
¢ gandy, bald headland, which some take to be Cape San Lucas,
¢ because it is the Southernmost land. The entrance into the
¢ Bay may be known by four high rocks which look like the
* Needles at the Isle of Wight as you come from the Westward,
¢ The two Westernmost are in form of sugar-loaves, and the
¢ innermost of them has an arch through which the sea makes

¢ its
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¢ its way. You must leave the outermost rock aboul a cable’s
¢ length on your larboard hand, and steer into the deepest part
¢ of the bay, being all bold, where you may anchor in from
# 10 to 25 fathoms depth. Here you may ride landlocked from
¢ Eb N [round by the left] to the SEbS : yet it would be hyt
¢ an ordinary road if the wind should camc strong from the sea,
¢ which it did not whilst the Duke lay there. The starboard
¢ side of the bay is the best anchoring ground, where you may
¢ ride on a bank that has fiom 10 to 15 fathoms depth. The
¢ rest of thig bay is very deep; and near the rocks ou the lai-
¢ board side going in, there is no ground. This is not a good
¢ recruiting.place. The land near where we were is barren and
¢ sandy, and had nothing but a few shrubs, and bushes pro-
¢ dycipg. berries of different sorts. The natives have roats
‘, which eat like yams *." Iish, fresh water, and a litile game,
‘mada.up the rest of the bill of fare at Puerto Segura. 'kife
ariadden of the compass observed near Cape Sun Lucas was
three degrees Fasterly.

.On Jaguary the 10th, the four ships, Duke, Dutchess, Mar-
quis, and Batchelor, sailed from Californiu tor the East Indies.

Sowe account is given by Edward Cooke of the lading with
whigh, they Jeft the Amcericau coast, which was composed of the
most valuable part of.the gargocs of'the difterent prizes they had
tajken, but the cargo of the Manila prize, now the Batchelor,
remained. unmixed. The following is a summary of the whole.

Silks, damasks, satins, and linens | about 90,000 pieccs,

of various denomnnations - -} and 1000 balgs.
WRaw and, sgwing silk - - - 48,000 1bs.
Sik stockipgs - - -~ - 4,310 pair,

¥

;L‘l‘uhk Fad" “1 ' T - T . 5,997 04,
SRICES, - - .- - - 13,000 lbs.
Various

M X t';!h‘ii;ag' Vi nyaée found the World, P 317; and Poyage by Edward Coole,
Shaledi pe 38584 ¢ '
Vour. 1V. 3Q

481

CIHAP.10.
S Te——t

1710,

Janvary,

Departue
from the
Coast of
Amcnen,

Cill'um-u ol
the Sy,



482

PART 11.

1710.
January.

Murch.
At Guabun.

WOODES ROGERS

Various other articles in smaller quantitics.

Money and plate in value aboul 12,000 /.

Jewels and pearls, the particulars of which are specified in
an inventory, but not their value; and some bills taken for
ransom.

In the Batchelor was found near 4000 lbs. weight of bread,
and a quantity of sweetmeats.

And in the Duke and Dutchess was a quantity of iron and
steel in bars, and of European hardware manufacture, being
part of the original cargo with which they sailed from
England.

Woodes Rogers with his small squadron pursued the track
usually sailed by the galeoris, of getting early into the parallel
of Guahan. 1t was pradent and necgssary, notwithstanding the
supply just above mentioned, to deal out the provisions with a
sparing hand during the passage to the Ladrones; but a partial:
and dishonourable, or to name it properly, an infamous
measure of frugality was put in practice by Captain Rogers,
which necessity could not have justified. The Africans who
formed part of the ships companies, and who had been pro-
mised that they should be regarded as Lnglishmen if they
behaved manfully against the enemy, who had performed their
part of the contract, by serving in the actions with both the
galcons, were put to shorter allowance in this season of scarcity
than the English seamen, and some of them died from absolute
want. Ilere is scen the causc of the desertions at the Tres
Marias.

“On March the '10th, they arrived at the Island Guakan,
where they anchored under Spanish colours, and were shortly
visited by two Spaniards who came off in a small boat. Cap-
tain Rogers sent back in the boat, one of the Spaniards and two
of his own men, with a letter to the Spanish Governor, proposing
to abstain from all acts of hostility on condition of the ships
being allowed to purchase or trade for provisions and refresh-

ments.
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ments. The next forenoon an answer assenting to the propo-
sition was received from the Governor.

Here, their wants were amply supplied. Besides provision
for present consumption, a sea-stock was procured, of which
the Duke received for her share, 14 small bullocks, 60 hogs,
99 fowls, 24 baskets of Indian corn, 14 bags of rice, 44 baskets
of yams, besides cocoa-nuts, sugar-canes, limes, oranges, and
other fruits. The price of cocoa-nuts in money, was 10 dollars
per 1000. Other provisions cost rather more in proportion. At
this time there resided on Guahan and Zarpana, about 500
Spaniards, some of whom had married with native women.

Captain  Rogers was of opinion that the Ladrone Istund
proes would sail at the rate of above 20 miles per hour. Ile
took one on board his ship to carry to Englund. * It might be
¢ worth fitting up,” he says, ¢ to put in the canal in St. Jaines’s
¢ Park for a curiosity.’

March the 21st, they sailed from Guahan for the Moluccas.

April the 10th, in the afternocn, they saw, bearing from them
SE, distant five leagues, a pleasant small low Island, all green
and full of trees. Its latitude 2° 54’ N. Longitude, by Edward
Cooke’s reckoning from Guahan, 14" 40’ W.

The 14th, they had sight of the Island Morotai. After a long
trial to get round the North of Gilolo, which they were pre-
vented from doing by calms and currents, they stood South-
ward, and passed by the South of Gilolo. They stopped at the
Island Bouton to take in water and provisions, and on .June
the 19th, anchored in the road of Batavia. Many of the scamnen
were taken ill here with fevers and fluxes, which was attributed
to bad water taken from an Island in the harbour called,Horn
Island.

The Marquis was found unfit to proceed to Europe, and was
therefore sold, and her cargo and crew werc distributed on
board the other ships.

The three ships sailed from Batavia October the 23d, and

3¢ arrived
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arrived at the Cuape of Good Hope on December the 28th.
Captain Rogers waited there till a number of homeward-hound
ships had collected, and on Aprdl the 6th, they sailed together
in company, forming a ficet of sixteen Dutch and nine
English ships.

They all preserved company throughout the homeward
passage, which they made by the route commonly called
North about: that is to say, round the North of Scotland.
July the 23d, the whole flect anchored at the Terel. The
English Past-India ships sailed soon after for the River Thames;
but the Duke, Dutchess, and the Batchelor, remained at the
Tezel, according to orders received from the owners in England,
¢ who,” Captain Rogers says, ¢ were informed that the East-
¢ India Company was resolved to trcuble them ; aithough we
¢ had dealt tor nothing but-nccessaries in Judia.” Affidavits to
this purpose were made by the ofticers of the ships.  The owners,
however, did not immediately think it prudent to rely on the
affidavits for defence, and by their dircctions Captain Rogers
remaincd with the ships in Holland till the end of September,
when they sailed for England, and on the 14th of October,
anchored at Erith in the River Thames.

Captain Rogers mentions that after his return, he met Cap-
tain Thomas Stradling, formerly commander of the Cinque
Poits Galley, from whom he learnt that Simon Hatley after
losing company of the Duke and Dutchess at the Galapagos
Islands, sailed to the coast of Peru ; and that he and the men
with him, being distressed for want of provisions, had surrendered
themselves to the Spaniards.

Weéodes Rogers and Lidward Cooke have cach given charts
and a description of the coasts of Chili, Peru, and New Spain,
said to be extracted from Spanish manuscripts; but they have
morc the appearance of being drawn up from charts and descrip-
tions before published. Captain Rogers candidly enough
remarks, ¢this voyage being only designed for cruising on the

¢ enemy,
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¢ enemy, it is not reasonable to expect such accounts in it as cuar. io.
¢ are Lo be met with in books of travels relating to history, T
¢ geograpby and the like. Somcthing of that however, I have
¢ inserted to oblige the booksellers, who persuaded me that
¢ this would make it more grateful to some sort of readers,’

Woodes Rogers’s Journal is rendered extremely dull and
unentertaining hy being swelled with tedious details respecting
his government of his ship, and with resolutions of councils
which were held on board given at length, ol no mterest to the
generality of readers: the perusal of which, however, may
possibly be profitable to persons concerned in the equipmen:
of private ships of war. 'T'o prove his knowledge as a traveller,
he describes places he had not seen. Being on the coast of
Bras:l, affords him opportunity 1o remark that the River oy the
.Amazonsis the Northern boundary of the Brasils, and the remark
‘affords him opportunity to describe the River,  Tle afterwards
recollects the River de la Plata to be the Southern boundary,
¢ for which rcason,’ he says, ¢ I shall give a description of i
¢ from the best authors.,” Fdward Cooke’s Journal and charts
arc inferior to those published by Woodes Rogers.

This voyage is the last in which William Dampier isknown to  William
have been cngaged. Many years spent in a laborious and almost Paanpies
unremitting cxercise of his profession, added to disappointment
that his endcavours were not attended with better success, must
have much worn his constitution at the time he sailed with
Woodes Rogers. I'rom his own account of himself we learn, that
he first went to sea in the year 1669 or 1670, being then cighteen
years old, and we Lave sight of him till the end of his voyage
with Woodes Rogers. What afterwards became of him is not
known ; but there is no reason to belicve that he was sccured
from indigence in his latter days.

It is matter of regret and not less of dissatisfaction to see

that some late writers have beer so little conscious of the
merits
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merits of Dampier as to allow themselves to speak of him with
small respect, for no other cause than that it appears he had
disagreements with some of his* shipmates, the particular cir-
cumstances of which are not known, farther than that he had
to deal with a quarrelsome and mutinous crcw, and was not
armed with sufficient authority to repress their disorders, and
was far distant from any appecal. Such petty considerations
should never have been lifted up against the memory of such a
man as Dampier. It is not casy to name another Voyager or
Traveller who has given more uscful information to the world ;
to whom the Merchant and Mariner are so much indebted ;
or who has communicated his information in a more unem-
barrassed and intelligiblc manner. And this he has done in a
style perfectly unassuming, equally. free from affectation and
from the most distant appearance of invention. It is with pecu-
liar justness of feeling that the author of the Navigation aux:
Terres Australes, speaking of him, demands, * mais ou trouve
¢ t'on des Navigateurs comparables @ Dampier ?° Swift approved
the plainness and simplicity of his style, as is evident by Cap-
tain Lemuel Gulliver hailing him Cousin. Many editions of
Dampier’s Voyages have been printed, and they have been so
fairly worn out that at this time it 1s difficult to procure a
complete set.

IN the year 1711, was erected in England, a South Sea
Company, concerning which it is sufficient in this place to
observe, that its formation had no relation to any scheme or
plan for establishing a commercial intercourse between the
British Nation and the Countries bordering on the South Sea,
or to any maritime entcrprise then carrying on, or in con-
tcmplation.
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CHAP XL

Voyages of the French to the South Sea in the years 1709 to 1721,
mcluding the Voyage of M. Frezier.

OR several years after the Voyage of Woodes Rogers, the

navigation from Europc to the South Sea seems to have been
undertaken only by the ships of France. 'The memorials found
of these Voyages which are most worth preserving, will occupy
the present Chapter.

In January 1709, the Saint Jean Baptiste, from Marseilles,
commanded by M Doublet, anchored at la Concepcion. In
the passage out, they went by the Fast of Staten Land, wlich
passage M. Durct, who sailed with Captain Doublet, calls
Browwers Strait.  Durct wrote an account of the voyage
principally for the sake of deseribing the Spanish settlemerits
in Peru and Chili, the government and commerce; and the
manners and customs of the inhabitants*,

In the year 1709 also, the St. Antoine, a French ship com-
manded by M. Frondac, sailed from Chine to the American
coast. This passage was made in the months of May, June and
July, and Frondac went as far North as 45° N latitude, where
he had Westerly winds. It is remarked that his crew suffered less
from the scurvy than the crews of the Manila ships in making
this passage usually did; which was attributed to the passage
being shortened by their going so far North, and to their touch-
ing at the coast of California, where they found a place in
latitude 81° N 4, to stop at and take refreshment. Guillaume De
Lisle has drawn the route of the St. Antoinc across the Pacific,
in one of his charts. Frondac sold his cargo on the coast of Peru
and Chili, which was contrary to the orders and regulations of

the

* Printed 1720, at Pans, 12mo.
+ Noticia de la California, Part IV. Append. V.
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the Spanish Government, which expressly prohibited the intro-
duction of Chinese merchandise into Perwor Chili. In the begin-
ning of the year 1711, the St. Antoine anchored at lu Concepcion ;
where M. Frondac, having been informed against, on landing
from his ship, was apprehended by the Spaniards and thrown
into prison. Several other French ships were then at la Con-
cepcion, and some of the commanders proposed to cannonade
the town : but others advised  that the prison gates should be
opened with a silver key.” 'The latter counsel was adepted, and
with success, except that the key is said to bave cost Frondac
14,000 piastres, but it seems he was satisfied at baving so
escaped ¥,

In Febroary 711, the French ships, the Philipeau com-
manded by M. Noail du Parc, the Aurore by M. Legriel, and
the Saint Antoine, sailed:from /o Concepcion for Europe. Le
Pere Louis Feuillée was a passenger in the Philipeau.

In the beginning of November, a ship from France, in which
the Pere 'Abbé, a French Missionary, went passenger, anchored
in the Bay de Buen Suceso, on the Tierra del Fuego side of Strait
leMaire, where they stopped five days, and had intercourse
with the natives. ¢ ‘I'hese people,” says Pere 'Abbé, ¢ appeared
to me very docile, and 1 am of opinion that it would not be
difficult to convert them.” After passing Strait le Maire, they met
another ship, named le Prince des Asturies, and on December
the 26th, arrived at fla Concepcion, where they found ‘three
French ships named, les Deux Couronnes, le St. Jean Baptiste,
and le Comte de Torigny; all three ready to depart for Europe.
One of these ships, the St. Jean Baptiste, it appears sailed
through Strait le Maire in her homeward passagc.

In the same year, Vlncarnacion, a large ship ¢ of three decks,’
which the French had taken from the Portuguese, sailed from

Rio Janeiro for the South Sea under the command of M. Brignon
of

* Journal des Obs. Phys. &c. par le R, P. Louis Feuillce, Vol. 111, p. 67.
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of 8t. Malo. M. Frezier relates that she fell in with ¢ the Scbald de cuav. 1.
¢ Weerts, which are three small Islands, about half a league long, ot
¢ lying triangularwise *.” L'Incarnacion was afterwards bought Peon of
by the Viceroy of Peru for the service of the King of Spain. de Weert

In the course of the year 1712, the French ships hereafter ey,
mentioned, were on the coast of Chili and Peru.

The St. Charles, which ship was bought by the Spaniards.

The ship Le Clerc, commanded by M. Boisloret.

The Solide, of 50 guns, commanded by M. Ragueine, an
officer of the French Marine.

The Mariane de Marseilles, commanded by M. Pisson.

La Vierge de Grace, of St. Malo.

The Concord, commanded by Pradet Daniel of St. Malo,
which ship had been detsched from the squadron of M. du
Guay Trouin in the West Indies, with a lading of prize goods to
sell in Chili and Peru.

A ship named I'’Assomption, commanded by M. Le Brun.

The St. Joseph of St. Malo, coinmanded by Duchéne Battas.

The Marie, Jardais Daniel, commander.

In the month of November the French ship la Reine
d’Espagne, commanded by Brunet, stopped in a bay in Strait
le Maire, supposed to be the Bay de Buen Suceso. ¢ She
¢ anchored at the entrance in 10 fathoms, oozy sand; and watered
¢ from a small river on the larboard hand within the Bay. This
¢ water had a reddish cast, but it became clear, and was good.
¢ Some natives came to them in a friendly manner : the weather

¢ was

1712.

® The Sebald de Weerts are not represented in a triangular position as desgribed
by Frezier, either m the English Chart composed from the Journal and drawings
of Captain Macbride and published with the Voyage of Commodore Byron, or
in the Spanish Chart of 1788. Do Pernety, bothin his uccount and 1n his Chart
of the Malouines, has ascribed to them a triangular position. Itis to be observed,
that if a range of Islands which are situated in a direct line, are of different eleva-
tions, their situations will at a distancc appear to be oblique. In the present case,
the English Chart merits the preference, having the track of the ship described on 1.

Yoi. 1V. 3R
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rAaRT IL ¢ was extremely cold, nevertheless most of them were quite
1712. ¢ naked, and they were alinost as white as Europeans.’
The St. Clement, a French ship of 50 guns, commanded by
Jacinte Gardin of St. Malo. In their passage outward-bound
Volcano on round Cape Horne, they saw a Voloano on the Tierra del Fuego ;
the Tierra . . .
del Fuego. Which Frezier has marked an his chart.
This year, some Frenchmen under the direction of a person
of the name of Apremont established a fishery on the Island of
Juan Fernandez. ‘The ship St. Charles, then belonging to the
Spaniards, going thither to take a cargo of salt-fish, was wrecked
on the Island ; but all the crew were saved.

In this year also (1712) M. Frezier went from France to

Chili.

Voyage of M. Frezier was not a sea commaader, nor even of the pro-

M. Frezier. gossion of a mariner ; but-an ofticer of Engineers in the French
Ring’s service, who made a voyage to the South Sea, of which
at his return he published an account, under the title of
Relation du Veyage de la Mer du Sud. His Journal 18 cne of
observation and description, his researches being profesgedly
directed to supply what was wanting in the Journal of Pere
Feuillée. It appears in the Dedication of his Journal, which he
addressed to the Regent Duc d'Orleans, that he was appointed
to make the voyage to collect information, and to make plans
of the places he visited. Frezier's Relation du Voyage contains
much both of the natural and civil history of Chili and Peyu;
but the maritime parts of his work only will be noticed in the
present account.

M. Frezier embarked ¢ in quality of an officer’ on board
the chip St. Joseph, of 350 tons burthen, belonging to merchants
of St. Malo, carrying 36 guns and 135 men, and commanded
by M. Duchéne Batias. On November the 23d, 1711, they
went out of the port and anchored in the outer road, where they
were long detained by unfavourable winds. Whilst there, they
witnessed the following strange accident. A large French prir

vateer,
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vateer, named la Grande Bretagne, came in from sea intending ouar. 11,
to anchor in the road ; instead of which, she drifted on the T
rocks and was wrecked, in consequence of the buoy<rope January.
through neglect being kept fast within board when the anchor _Accident
was lét go, and which was thereby prevented from taking the {h‘iﬁ‘ﬁl“
ground. Three men of the crew were drowned. wrecked.
Towards the end of January, 1712, the St.Joseph, and the
Marie, of 120 tons, commanded by Daniel, quitted the coast
of Franmce in company. February the 16th, they anchored C.deVerde
at the Island St Vincent, in the bay opposite to the Island Sll:]i::‘::m
St. Antonio. Frezier advises in entering this bay, to be prepared
for squalls or sudden gusts of wind, which come from the
mountain to the North East.
On searching for fresh water in a cove on the North side of
.the bay, where a river runs during the greater part of the year,
‘they found the bed of the river quite dry. Near the outer point
on the West side of the bay, they found a small stream or drain
of fresh water, and by digging a pit to collect it, they were
enabled to complete watering the ships in two days ; bat ¢ this
¢ water when first taken was not of the best, and with seven or
* eight days keeping, smelt so badly that it was a punishment
‘ to be necessitated to drink it.’
The inhabitants on $%. Véncent were negroes, and had so
kttle confidence in the honesty of white men, that on the
arrival of the ships, they abandoned their houses from appre-
hension of being carried away and sold. Good fisi were caught
in plenty with hook and line, besides which, the ships found
litthe refreshment at Saint Vincent. They therefore sailed next
for Brasil.
- In a plan M. Frezier has given of the bay in the Island
8t. Vincent, the North is made to point downwards, contrary
to the more general custom. It is true that there is no reason
on scientific principles why the North should be uppermost in

a ehart rather than the South, and the custom seems to have
3R 2 proceeded
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proceeded from the accident of charts being an invention of
the Northern hemisphere, which circumstance without contest
obtained this preference for the North. Some Hydrographers
however, in delineations of coasts or seas 1n South latitude, have
thought it most consonant with astronomical principles to
make the South wppermost, as being towards the elevated
Pole. This being in opposition to the ideas instilled by early
education, and but seldom practised, may sometimes occasion
perplexity. For the South being uppermost in Frezier's plan
of the Bay of St. Vincent, there is no apparent reason, the
Island St. Vincent being in North latitude.

March the 31st, they anchored at the Island S Kataling,
where they obtained supplies from the Portuguese, not without
difficulty, because, not long before,-a French squadron com-
manded by du Guay Trouin, had taken the city of Rio Juneiro,
and had made the Portuguese pay ransom for it, ‘

The Island S Katalina is described one continued forest of
trees, green all the year. The Portuguese who inhabited there
were so desirous of European clothing, that they sold their
provisions for small pieces of linen rather than for money.
Frezier remarked of them, that ¢ they were a ragged people, but
¢ lived in the enjoyment of plenty of the necessaries of life, and
¢ of a healthy climate, and they seemed to be most sensible of
¢ their own happiness when they saw us seeking after money

¢ with so much pains.’

April the 12th, they sailed from §“ Katalina, and on May
the 8th, arrived at Strait le Maire, which M. Frezier says, is
easily known by three uniform hills, named the Three Brothers,
contiguous to each other on the Tierra del Tuego; ¢ beyond
¢ which, towards the South, you see appearing above them a
¢ high mountain in form of a sugar-loaf, and covered with snaw.
About a league to the East of the three hills is the Cape de
S. Vicente, which is low, as is the Cape San Diego, which is
more advanced. As you approach these Capes from the

¢ NNW,

- - L
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¢ NNW, you open the Strait le Maire, which it is necessary cuae. 11.

‘ to remark, because vessels, and lately La Incarnacion and
¢ La Concorde, believed thatsthey passed through the Strait,
¢ although they went to the East of Staten Land and saw
‘ land only on the West side of them, they being decceived by
¢ hills on the Staten Land which resembled. the Three Brothers,
¢ and by some bays similar to those in the Tierra del Fuego.’
This wisconception must have happened in foggy or hazy
weather, otherwise the absence of land to the East would have
explained to them their situation. The variation of the compass
in Strait le Maire was at this time 24° Kasterly. In the passage
round Cape Horne, the St. Joseph and Marie were separated.

M. Fregier advises, that every ship in dowbling Cape Horne
from the Eastward ¢ showld make of Southing and Westing half
_as much more as they think will be necessary, on account of the
- great prevalence both of Westerly winds and of currents which
may set them back.” All who have given counsel for passing
round Cape Horne from the Atlantic, agree, that with unfavour-
able winds it is desirable to keep a good distance to the South
of the Tierra del Fuego ; but it would be waste of a fair wind
to give up much ground, and cspecially of Westing, to gain
offing beyond half a degree South ot Cape Horne.

The Marie putinto Baldivia. Juue the 18th, the St. Joseph
anchored at la Concepcion,and saluted the town with seven guns,
to which, ¢ according to the custom of the place, none were
returned.” Here were lying the French ships, la Mariane of
Marseilles, and la Concorde of St. Malo, which had been
detached by M. du Guay Trouin from Brasi! to this coast, laden
with the spoils taken at Rio Janciro.

Fregier in describing the natives of Chili, questions the accounts
published by the Missionaries of their progress in converting the
Indians. Concerning the inhabitants of the more Southern
parts of America, Frezier collected the following information.
¢ The Indians of the country near Chiloe are called Chonos.

¢ But

S el
1712,

At La Con-

cepeion,

Of the
Nauves of

Chili.
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rarT i. ¢ But farther inland is a nation of Indian giants whom they
N et

1712.

Patago-
nians.

¢ call Cauca-hues. They live in peace with the Chonos, and
¢ gometimes come with them to the habitations of the Spaniards
¢ at Chiloe. Don Pedro Molina, who has been Governor of the
¢ Island Chiloe, and some others who had been in that country,
¢ told we, that the Cauca-hues approached to four varas in
¢ height, that is to say, mearly to nine or ten feet. These are
¢ the same people 'who are called Patagons, and inhabit the
¢ East coast of the desart country, as mentioned in the old
¢ accounts; all which have been since treated as fabulous,
‘* because there bave been scen in the Strait of Magalhanes
¢ Indians of a size which did not surpass that of other men:
¢ but the people of the Jaques of St. Malo, in July 1704, saw
< sevea of these giants in the Bay de San Gregorio *.

The Southern Settleménts of the Spaaiards in Chili were
thought so much less secure than the Northern, that the force
kept there was composed principally of men sentenced to that
service as a punishment for crirnes or misdemeanors.

At this time, negociations for peace were in great forward-
ness in Europe, and the Spanish Government began to wish the
French would discontinue their visits to the South Sea. Whilst
M. Fiezier was at la Concepcion, the Governor received an
order from the President or Captain-General of Chili to make
all the French ships which were lying there immediately quit
the port. This order, Frezier says, was given on occasion d'une
galanterie d'éclat, and was not rigidly enforced. The ships
' Assomption, and the St. Joseph, were suffered to continue in
the poit loong after the order arrived, that they might dispese
of as much of their merchandise as would enable them w pay
tor the victualling their ships.

Frezier has given a plan of the harbour de la -Concepcion.
Pere Feuillée had before given one, and Frezier is. at the pains

of

T P TP Yt r—teprpr—urvr ’ w————
® Frezier, p. 77-78. Edit. of 1733.
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of pointing out what appeared to him defective in P. Feaillte’s cuav. 13.
plan. He has donc this in several instances where they have each .5
drawn plans of the same placg, and in a style of disrespectful
levity towards Pere Feuillée, whose astronomical observations he
treats with little deference. Some of these criticisms are rendered
more conspicuous by being made the subject of a prefatory
Avertissement to bis Relation du Voyage de la Mer du Sud. This
was an attack unnpccessary, and seems to have been no other
way provoked than by Frezier being cmulous to eclipse Pere
Feuillée’s reputation for science. It was in the power of any
person, by compaiing the plans, to see in what particulars they
differed. A plan must be extraordinerily correct in which a new
survey shall not discover error. 'In fact, ,every survey that
differs from a former, ta.gltly accuses it of incorrectness, and
M. Frezier might have rested satisfied with producing plans
different from those of Pere Fewllée, and have forborne other
comment or comparison: it would then have remained with
Pere Feuillée to attack the variations, or to acquiesce in them.
Frezier has not softened the matter by the kind of apology he
makes fer P, Feuillée, who he remarks ¢ was not ata fit age to
uyndertake the rude exercises which arc nccessary in making
large plans, and which require the exertions of a young man
capable of fatigue.’ '
 La Concepcion, or Penco as the town is culled by the Indian
natives, a name which signifies fresh water being found there,
Kreaier says, is the best place on the whole coast for ships to
stop at, both for the plentifulness and for the good quality of
the supplies to be obtained there; ¢ and though the town to
speak of it properly is only to be culled a village, we found
agreeable society to relieve us from the wearisomeness we had
so long endured in-a ship by being constantly shut up with the
same people.’

. In September the St. Joseph sailed to Valparaiso, where they September.

: h . Valparaiso.
were-received with rather more civility than at lu Concepcion, HPHER
for

1712,
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for on saluting the town with seven guns, they were compli-
mented with ane gun io retugn. _

M. Fregier wished to see the Gity of Sqntiago, the capital of
Chili, but would nat ask for permission, lest enquiry should be
made into his profession and businpss. Under pretence of
going to la Concepcion to embark in a ship bound to France,
he was allowed to go to.Santiage as being in the way by lagd
to la Concepcion. " His abode there was shortened in cqn-
sequepce of an affray which happened between the Spanish
Custom-house officers and some French seamen at la Concep-
cion, in which a Spanish soldier was killed. The anger against.
the French which the news of this affair produced at Santiagn,
made M. Frezier think it prudent for him to return to his ship.
The Captain of la Vierge de Grace wes poudeu'meq tg_me'l;z!e
satisfaction for the resistance shewn to the officers of customs
and for what had happened in consequence, by payment of a
fine of 9000 picces of eight.

Frezier remarks that the climate at Valperaiso is so accom-
modaling to all vegetation, that the fruits are cpmi_pg fm"ynqi
throughout the year. *In the same apple-tree may be soe
¢ fruit of all ages; in flower, in blossom, apples just formed,
¢ balf grown, and quite ripe, all togetber.” In eight months
that Frezier remafned at Falparaiso, thirty vessels depﬁ’fted
thence laden with com, the average bui-tpcn of each’ PC'IID
estimated at 6000 fanegas or sacks. 'ﬁm {anega is 1501bs, ai{g
the price of a fanega of corn at Vafpm_-m}:o u'r‘t;s from 18 I?E:I
rcals, ‘The French found the market for Eurqpéén goods very
heavy. Three of the commanders, on a sPecu'laiiiOﬁ 't._!,;iii:‘i
peace would put an end to the grajiting licenses to the ships
of France to enter the Spanish ports in the South Sea, ‘and that
the value of European goods would be enhanced there in con-
sequence, bound themselves h‘y p;utltgal ngreeqent, unile;
penalty of 50,000 crowps forfeiture, not tqy,l;;:}l ,ﬁwq‘ .gords
under certain specified prices. The Captainof .the-St. Jeseph
wag one of the parties in this agreement. y

o
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In January 1718, the ship St. Clement arrived at Valparaiso, cuae.11,
and in company with her a French ship of 20 guns. The T
St. Clement sailed under Spanish colours, in consequence of
her Captain, Gardin, having a license from the Spanish govern-
ment to trade on the coast, which 'he had purchased for
50,000 crowns.

In or about the month of February, two French ships, one
of them of 44 guns commanded by M. de Ragucine Mareuil,
the other of 16 guns commanded by M. Bocage of Hauvre,
arrived on the American coast from China, laden with silks and
East-India goods.

In May, the St. Jean Baptiste, commanded by M. Ville-  May.
morin, in passing throngh Strait le Maire was becalmed, and
some inhabitants of the Therra del Fuego in two boats went off
.to her. The complexion of these people was remarked to be
‘nearly as white as that of Furopeans. They were eager to
obtain any thing red, insamuch that one of them, it is related,
on‘seeing a fowl with a red crest, tore it off to carry away*.

In the same month (May 1713,) a Tartan 4 named the Saint Passage
Barbe, commanded by M. Marcand, outward-bound from S‘O:?::;C.
Eurape to Chili and Peru, entered the Strait of Magalhanes, and
by accident discovered on the Tierra del Fuego side of the
Strait, another channel or strait till then unknown, through
which he sailed into the Soutk Sea. M. Frezier has given thé
following account of this discovery.

¢ At six in the morning, on May the 15th, the St. Barbe got
¢ under sail from Elizabeth Bay (which is on the North side of
¢ the Strait) and steering SW and SWbS, those on board her
« mistook the usual channel for that of the Riviere du Massacre

¢ [or

% Relation du Foyage de lu Mer du Sud, p. 58.
. 4, A small vessel much in use in the Mediterranean, having only one mast and

s bowspit: the principal sail is triaogular and extended on a lateen yard.
Falconer. :
‘Vou. 1V, 38
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vart 1. ¢ for Canal de San Jerome,—See Beauchesne’s Voyage,] and
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continued steering to the SW towards an Island which they
took for the Isle Dauphine, assisted by a current jn their
favour and a good fresh of wind from the NE. They ranged
along this Island, and an hour affer having passed it, they
found they were .in a broad channel, where on the Southera
hand, they saw no other land than a quantity of little Islets
intermixed with breakers. Then perceiving they bad missed
their way, they sought for anchorage, in order that they might
have time to send their boat to reconnoitre where they were;
and they found a small bay where they anchored in 14 fathows,
the bottom grey sand and small white gravel.’

¢ The morning of the 26th of May, they got under sail at
seven o' clock, and after making sorme tacks to get out of the
bay which is open to the ESE, they directed the course to
South, to Sb W, and to SSW, and at noon found themselves
clear out from the lands ; they took an observation, baviog
very fair weather, which gave their latitude 54° 34’ S. This
observation was confirmed by that which they made the next
day, when in sight of an Islet, which bore from them Last
true, they observed 54" 29.”

¢ This Islet was to the South of a large Island, the SE point
of which was pamed Cape Noir, because it is of that colaur.
The Islet here spoken of, is a rock in form like a very high
tower, by the side of which there is one smaller neasly of the
same shape, from whicl it is evident that it would be impossible
to miss-this chanunel, i it were sought for by the latitude,
having such singular marks. 'I'be orew of the vessel say that
the bottom is .good, and that great ships may sail through
without danger, the breadth being about two leagues.’

¢ T'bis Strait is perhaps the same as that of Jelouchté which
M. de Lisle has put in his last chart of Chili; but as the
English memoirs which he was pleased to shew me seem to
place it [the Jelouchté] to theSouth from Cape Froward, it may

¢ be
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¢ be imagined there are two different Straits. It.may also be
¢ the same by which a boat of the squadron of M. de Gennes
¢ penetrated in 1696. ‘

The fact of the foregoing account seems to be, that Marcand
had bad charts of the Stsait, if he had any; and that on the
morning of the 15th, it was not from Elizabeth Bay he weighed
anchor, but from some part considerably more to the Eastward ;
otherwise it could scarcely have happencd to him to mistake
the main channel of the Strait for the Canal de San Jerome, and
Whale Bay for the main channel of the Strait. The author of the
Noticia de las Expediciones al Magalkanes relates the discovery
in the following manner. ¢ M. Marcand in the Tartan S* Barbara,
¢ endeavouring to pass through the Strast of Magalhanes with-
¢ out good charts or othet proper intelligence, entered one of
¢ the many channels which are in the Tierre del Fueoo, and
« without knowing how, found himself after a few hours of navi-
¢ gation in the Pacific Ocean *’

What English memoirs on thissubject M. de Lisle could shew
to Frezier, there is no clue for conjecturing. The Saint Barbe,
after sailing through the newly discovered Strait, proceeded 1o
Chil; and Peru, where Frezier met with her Captain.

The information M. Frezier collected from, the commanders
of different vessels, induced him to make a chart de lertremité
meridionnale de I Amerique, ou sont comprises les nouvelles Isies,
i. e. ¢ of the Southern extremity of America, in which arc com-
prised the Nowvelles Isles’ In this chart M. Fregier has displayed
his new materials with pains and good judgment; his fsles
Nouvelles in particular, which are put in a much more improved
shape than had heen given to them in any former chart,*with
the exception that the Beauchesne is made two Islands without
any e‘xplariation being given. In the other parts of his

chart,

* Noticia, p. 276.
3s2
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chart, he has shewn much want of care and some want of
information.

To proceed with Frezier's voyage in the St. Joseph:: In May
she sailed from Valparaise to Cequimbo, where a short time before,
the French ship le Solide lost two anghors by anchoring too near
to two small rocks or islets called Pararos Ninos, which lie
about a quarter of a league distant from the South pointof the
Bay, the rockiness of the bottom cutting ber cables.

The Captain of the St. Joseph proposed remaining longer in
Chili than' suited the views of M. Frezier, who therefore guaitted
the ship at Coquimbo, and embarked in a Spanish vessel that
was bound to Calluo.

His progress to Callao was close along the coast. At Copiapo
the vessel took in a cargo of sulphur® Scarcity of fresh water is
the evil most generally complained of on this oeast : the countty .
Northward of Copigpo is so -burnt up, that cattle are starved for’
want of herbage; and Frezier .says that in the conma af
80 Jeagues there is but one river.

The vessel stopped at Arica. In the road is a small Island
called Guano, which breaks off the swell of the sea at the custo-
mary anchorage ; but being directly to windward, the stench of
bird’s dung with which 1t 1is covered, is very offensive, and in
summer is thought to make the port unwholesome. 'fen or
twelve vessels load here and at the Island Yquique every year
with this dung, or a yellowish earth compounded of the dung
and the soil, which is called guana, which they carry to the
Continent, where it is used for manure, and so wonderfuilly
fertikizes the earth, that in the valley of Arica, it yields 400
and *500 for one of every kind of grain. Ships obtain fresh
water at Arica by digging at low water about halt a foot deep
in the sand whence the sea has retired, and in these shallow
cavities, they find fresh water tolerably .good, which keeps

well at sca *, -
Whilst

* Frezier, pp. 135-137.
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‘Whilst Frezier was at Arica, news arrived there that a sus-
pension of arms had been agreed to in Europe, and that orders
bad arrived from Spain to obkge all the French who were in
Peru and Chili to embark and return to Europe ; that otherwise
their effects would be confiscated.

The vessel in which Frezier was, stopped. next at Ylo. Most
of the houses there had been built, and were then inhabited,
by Frenchmen, who had cleared the ground of wood to nearly
a league distance from the sea. I'wo French ships werce lying in
Yio Road, which were those commanded by Ragueine Marewl
and Bocage, which had some months before arrived from Chine.
On account of the prohibitions, Ragucme purchased or hired a
vessel of the Spamards, in which he lodged his East-1ndia cargo,
that his own ship might be in a condition to uudergo search.
. M. Frezier embarked here with Ragueine.

September the 10th, they anchored in the Road of Pisco, in
five fathoms. Ships water here at a small river, half a leaguc
Northward of the Town; and sometimes they get fresh water
by digging in the sands as at Arica.

In the course of the same month, they arrived at Callao,
where upwards of twenty sail of shipping, Spauniards and French,
were at anchor. On the 30th, the Viceroy of Peru came to
Callao, and nade a visit on board the ship 7a Incarmacion,
which the French had taken from the Portuguese, and bad
now sold to the Viceroy for the service of the Ring of Spain.
He was saluted with thirteen guns by each of the other ships
in the Road.

Trezier visited Lima, of which he has given a plan. In his
description of that city, he computed the number of inhabatants
to be between 25,000 and 28,000, of whom about one-third
were whites.

In October he embarked in the ship Marianc de Mayseilles,
bound for France, and November the 12th arrived at
da Concepcion, where were lying the French ships St.Jean

Baptiste,

B01
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Biptiste, le Frangois, and le Pierre, all of St. Malo. The 25th,
intelligence was received from Callao, of peace having been
concluded, and the news was atcompanied with a repetition
of the order for the French to depart. The French however
were not in haste ; and on the 9th of December, the President
of Chili issued a proclamation commanding that they should
be cottipelled t6 embark in two days, and forbidding the
inhabitants after that time to furnish any who should be found
rermaining on shote with provisions or means of subsistence. In
this proclamation was' noticed thét seven ships belonging to
Genoese merchants had been fitted out at Marseilles intended
for the South Sea.

Besides the French vessels already named, the fbllowing
were in the course of the year 1713 'on the coast of Peru or
Chili. Le Berger, le Saint Esprit, le Prince de Astarias,
la Marguerite; and in the month of December the same year,
and January 1714, there: arrived on the coast of Chkili from
FPrance, the ship le Martial, which carried 50 guns, le Chancelier,
la Mariane, le Bien Aimé, le Poisson Volant, I'Assomption, and
another vessel, almost all of them ¢ommanded by Malowinés, or
men of S8t. Malo. French ships also arrived at this time at
la Concepcion from Pern, most of whom had dispesed of their
éargoés and ‘were homeward bound; so that there was’ at
la Concepcion an assemblage of fifteen French ships, having on
board 2,600 men ; which was some cause for alarm, and for the
Spaniards to desire their absence.

February the 17th, the César, a ship of Marsedlles, wrrived
at la Concepcion, and two days after, four ships departed in
company from la Concepcion for France, one of them :being
la Mariane, in which M, Frezier was passenger ; but she sailed
badly, and the others separated from her before passing round
Cape Horne ; which passage, instead of going through the Strast
of Magalhanes, appears to have been most generally preferred,

from
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from the apprehension” of making some mistake in coming in
with the West entrance of the Strait.

April the 8th, the Mariane camé in sight of the Island
Trinidada, not the Trinidada near the coast of Paria, but the
smaller Island of that namec in 204 South latitude and about
12 degrees of longitude East of the coast of Brasil. At this
Island the Mariane anchored, in 30 fathows, the bottom sand
hut rocky, about four cables length W 3 N,or WhN troe,
from a raund conical rock hke a tower which lies near the
SW partof the Island. A boat was sent to scarch for better
anchoring ground, which they found farther Northward, with
25 fathoms depth, the botlom coarse black sand; to the NNW
of a cleft Islet ®.

A fine cascade of fresh ‘water was found, which would have
.supplied a whole squadron ; but at the place of landing the sea
"was rough, and a quantity of great stones kept rolling about on
the shore, swhich made landing and loading dangerous, so that
in a whole forenoon they got otf'only two small casks of water.

1t was determined therefore not to stop herc longer.

Eieaier claiws credit for keeping a very correct sca reckoning,
aad he has rewarked with some reason against an erroncous
method of marking the log-line which was then practised. 'T'he
difference between the meridians of la Concepcion and the Island
Trinidada he makes by his reckoning to be 43° 10’, which is
almost exactly the same ditlerence as between Dr. Halley's
longitude of Trinidada (29° 50 W from Londen) and Pere
Feuillée's longitude of la Concepcion (75° 3« 30” W from the
B. Qbservatory at Paris+)

Some doubt had formnerly been entertained whether anbthber
Jeland did not exist pear to this Island T'rinidada ; and in some
of \be old charts, a second Island 1s laid down with the name

Acenggon.

*’ Frezier, p. 367.
" 4 The epnaseqt. tables give the difference of Ilcngitude between the two

‘places 43° 33
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rarr 1. Acengaon or Ascencion®*. Frezier, trusting to the old accounts,
T and having some appetite for controversy, chose to call the Island

April.  he now saw, Ascengaon. He notices the small isles or rocks known

Island by the name of Martin Vaz, Eastward of the large Island. ¢ These
Trinidada. ¢ 4} ree Islets,’ he says, ¢ have caused some persons to imagine

¢ that this Island and the Island called Trinidad were only the

¢ same, because it has happened to ships to seek for the other

¢ by its latitude without finding i1t : but 1 know also that vessels

¢ have found it in returning from the East Indies, and have even
supplied themselves with fresh water there from a pond. It is
¢ therefore mal-d-propos that Edmund Ialley has suppressed in
¢ his large chart the Island Trinided, and that he bas called
¢ by that name tlis lsland of Ascengaon.

Frezier made a chart to shew' his track from 8t. Malo
to Chili and back to Europe. After strenuously insisting that,
there were two separate Islands, an Ascengaon and a T'rinidada,’
near the coast of Brasil, it was incumbent on him to have
given cach of them a place in his chart; nevertheless, he has
laid down only one which he calls Ascengaon, and Trinidada is
omitted, which amcunts merely to an alteration of the name.
With as little consideration, he ventured to make remarks on
Dr. Hulley’s chart of the Variations. Frezier was more eager to
press forward than at pains to be correct. His own chart he has
dignified with curved lines designed to shew the progression of
the variation of the compass ; and he has fixed upon a central
point as a magnetic pole, at about 250 leagues to the ESE from
Cape Horne.

Dr. Halley thought proper to answer M. Frezier, to defend
the suppression complained of, by explaining his reasons for
believing that no other Island existed near that part of the
Atlantic than the one Island which himself had seen in 1700,
and which Frezier had seen in 1714, This answer Dr. Halley

sent

L.}

* Different from the Island in the Atlantic at which homewmd-houndjﬁ:pu
from the East Indies frequently stop to take turtle.
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sent to the editor of the English translation of Frezier's Voyage cuar. 1.
whilst it was in the press, and it was publisied with the .,
Trauslation. (London, printed 1717.)

The Mariane stopped at Bahia de Todos los Suntos, and there
rejoined the ships which bad separated from her necar Cape
Horne. She afterwards stopped at the Western Lslands, and in
August arrived at Marseilles.

It has been remarked of Frezier's Voyage, that it furnishes
excuse for the reserve of the Spaniards respecting  their
American posscssions. It docs not appear, however, that they
considered his visit, or his accoung of it, as injurious to them

At the time Irezier's Relation du Veyage de la Mer du Sud
was published, only two volumes of Pere, Feuill™e’s Obser-
vatigns had appcared. The third volume was then in the press,
and in a critical preface to it, he rephied to the atizcks of Frezer,
.on whose, descriptions Lc did not fail to retaliate. M. Prezier,
he describes to be, ¢ Pilote sans étude, obser calcur sans instrumens,’
who jjnmediately on setting his foot on board a ship wrote long
dissertations on the log and on sca reckoning, ¢ mais a un
maupais auteur fout est bon pour grossir son ouvrage.’ e remarks
on t];(; vanity of Frezier in attributing to lus own capacity the
merit due to the officers of the ship who marked the courses
and , distances on the, log-board. Frezicr'retqrpwl to the
g;:h;‘trgﬁ, and wrote Une Réponse a la Preface C'rit.cg.(u.:'. In this
séponse he has with, much wit accused l.]is antag'umst of unuie-
cessary prolixity in the account he has given of his observations.
¢ To what purpose, he demands, ¢ does Pere Feuillég center
¢ inta the minute details of his observations and calgulgtions to
‘\‘deécribe an, operation in which there is nothing new, with
¢ ggetting forth all the common process of hls.sme?and ](‘)garitl_ml‘s;
¢, Have thase who have given us Astmngmlcal ']egb!c? and
P Tﬁﬂlesi of Logariths done us wrong n.l suppressing ‘t‘hc'
£ immense calenlations which they were obliged l.u- make 7. 1f
¢ P. Feuillée observes the latitude, he cmploys five lines instcad

" Yo, V. 3T ‘ of
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PART 1. ¢ of two words. At noon, he says, I observed the complement
¢ of the meridian altitude of the sun, so much ; its declination
¢ calculated for the same¢ meridjan was found to be, so much;
¢ whence the elevation of the pole must be, so much. Now,
* a less able man would at once say, latitude observed,
¢ and that would bge enough.’

This is worth attention. In justification of Pere Feuillée it
is to be observed, that the scientific part of navigation was then
understood in a very moderate degree by mariners generally.
Few, in computing their observations for the latitude, thought
of applying any allowance to the numbers in the tables of the
sun’s declination, on account of any difference in the meridian
of the place of obkservation from the meridian for which the
tables were calculated. School examples were then of consi-
derable use, and Pere Feurlliée’s were of the best. It is also
proper in determining the latitude or longitude of a place to-
which an erroneous position had long been assigned, to produce
all the particulars which authorize the correction.

Without being called for by occasions such as above men-
tioned, the practice of inserting in the history of a voyage long
calculations throughout the whole of their process, has of late
years ohtuined to a most cxtravagant and oppressive degree.
If half the account of a voyage is found to consist of figures and
mathematical dissertation, what reader will not wish that this
part had been published separate? It is not very reasomable
that those who desire to purchase the history of a voyage should
have imposed upon them the additional expeuce of a school-
book of 700 pages ; or that those who desire to have only the
struction should not be able to obtain it, without purchasing
also the history. The giving publicity to observations in their
uncalculated state can be no guarantee of their fidélity, unless
they are sent to the press fresh from the instrament; and if
they are intended as evidence for the results being correctly
given, by whom will they be examined? There is small pro-

bability
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bability that a singlc” lunar distance in the hundred, of (he
calculations published of late, will be recomputed by any person.
The importance of very few observatiohs renders the publication
of the whole calculation respecting them necessary. Vor the
rest, if’ the figures are thought worth being preserved, they
might be lodged in the public librarics, where, if they are never
enquired after, they will be of no cost to any one. le DPere
Feuillée was one of the first travellers who detailed his obser-
vations at much length. They were excellent and of much
value, and in the quanuty of figurcs published fell far shor
of those of which the world has lately had reason to complas, :
nevertheless, he did not cscape being censured for prolixity.

The following account:1s extracted fromm a Memoir written
by M. Pingré.

¢ Not many years ago, a mariner of St. Malo, named Bernard
¢ de la Harpe, printed at Rennes, a 'I'reanisc on the discoveries
¢ of Southern Lands, enutled Un Memotr pour la France
¢ servant d la découverte des Terres Australes. 15 pp. in 4to. Ile
¢ reports in it, that in 1714, the Captain of a Spanish Brigan-
¢ tine, going from Cuallao bound for the Island Chiloe, finding
¢ himself in 38° S latitude, and 540 leagues to the West of
¢ Chik, discovered a high land, which he coasted during a day.
¢ By fircs which he perceived during the night, he judged this
¢ land to be inhabited. Contrary winds afterwards obliging
¢ him to stop at la Concepcion, he found there the ship le ¥Fraucois,
¢« of St. Malv, commanded by M. du Fresne Marion; who has
¢ affirmed that the journal of the Spanish Captaia was com-
«¢ municated to him, and that Lc found therein the fact to
¢ be stated as above reported. Those who know M. Marnon,
¢ know hini to be a sensible intelligent officer, and a man of
* veracity ; consequently not liable to be deceived, or capable
¢ of deceiving any person®.’

" ® Memeir aur le choi des liewx ou le passage de J enus du 3 Juwn 1769, porira
btre observé avec le plus d'avantage, p. 70. Vans, 1767,
312
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It is farther related, that the Brigantine, on standing back to
the Continent, was not able to-make the coast in so high a
latitude as 53° S.

It is some corroboration of the foregoing account, that the
name le Francois i1s found among the ships known to have been
at that time in the South Sea; and it has been supposed that
the land seen by the Spanish Brigantine is the same which so
long before as in the year 1576, was reported to have been dis-
covered by Juan Fernandez*.

The distance of the Brigantinc’s discovery from the American
coast, joined to the circumstance of her making the coast of
Chili afterwards in a less latitude than 38 degrees, suggested a
doubt to Mr. Dairymple, that the Brigantine saw the land
discovered by the Buccancer Chief, Edward Davis, and that
by mistake in transcribing, the latitude has been delivered to us ,
38° S, instead of 28° S. Since the publication of Mr. Dal-’
rymple’s opinion, search has been made for land in 38" S ; and
in late times, the tracks of many ships have crossed this part
of the South Sea, without finding any indication of the land in
question.

The next navigation of the French to the South Sea to be
noticed, is of L¢ Gentil de la Barbinais, if such a voyage
was really made by such a person. The account is full
of obscurity, which may have proceeded from the ignorance
of the writer on maritime subjects, and from his general want of
judgment. M. de Brosses has allowed credit to the narration
as being genuine, observing at the same time that it was one
of small importance to the history of navigation or com-
merce. Itis given in the form of letters, addressed to some
unnamed correspondent. The author it is probable went as

supcereargo

* Sec Vol. I, Chap. XVI1I, on Reports concerning the Discovery of a Southern
Continent.

+ Investigation of what farther may be expected in the South Sea, p. 19, Dal-
rymple’s Hist. Coll. of Discoveries in the South Sea, Vol. 11.
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supercargo or agent for the owners of the ship in which he cuav. i1
sailed ; he remarks that in consequence of the conventions sub- 1714
sisting between France and Spain, and” of the orders issued, that L. ;. de la
it behoved those who equipped vessels for Chéli or Peru, to keep  Prbmais
their own counscl.  Holding this maxim in mind, he informs lis
reader that he departed in a vessel named le V. . . . from the
Bay de C . . . "This, however, appears to be not unuccessary
discretion; for ¢ the owners! la Barbinas relates, © provided our
“shiple V. . .. with an English commission, in the name of
an Euoglishman who sailed with us with the title of Captain,
but without exercising the functions ; and that we might ti.c
better pass tor Iinglish, we engaged a number of English
sailors as part of our crew.’ '

The author proceeds %o relate that they departed from the
coast of France in the end of Augnst, 1714. 'T'hey touched

[}
[
‘

L3

“at Isla Grande ncar the coast of Brasil, where he says he
saw wild monkies as large as calves. December the 29th,
they left Isla Grande, and la Barbinais relates, as confidently
as the oldest mariner would do, the sequel of their navigation,
¢ T'he first land we saw after leaving Brasid, was the Tierra
¢ del Fuego, and a Cape named Cape IMirgenes. Our pilot
¢ thought he saw Strait le Maire behind this Cape. We mmade
¢ sail to enter it, but were glad to come out again, the sup-
¢ posed Sirait being no other than a gulf full of rocks. The
¢ wind increased, and our loss seemed inevitable. 1 considered
¢ fear in situations of this kind to be an cftect of reason ; and
¢ courage, whether true or false, to be insensibility, generally
¢ procecding trom want of judgment. But the desire of philo-
¢ sophising is carrying me too far. 'The Tierra del luego was
¢ discovered by Magellun, and has since been found to be only
¢ a considerable number of high Islands. A vesscl may stop in
¢ a case of neccssity, in a small port named Port Desire in one
¢« of the Islands of the Ticrra del Fuego: the most Southern
Cape of these Islcs is the one discovered by Captain Lloorn,

¢ to

L3
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rart il ¢ to which he gave his own namec; but Staten Island is the
b S y

1714.

¢ most Southern land of which we have had any knowledge.’

The above sample is‘sufficient to explain the qualifications
of M. la Barbinais as a sea journalist, to say nothing of him
as a moraliser. It remains briefly to finish the sketch of his
track, and to mention what is found in his Narrative which
it may be useful to notice.

Barbinais relates that another French ship bound to the
South Sea this year, after passing Strait le Maire, was driven
into a port of the Tierra del Fuego. A violent tempcst had
obliged them during the night, to takc in all sail. At daylight
the Captain was greatly astonished to find that the ship had
drifted without ahy guidance into a port formed by many
Islands, and to discover as far as dould be seen an infinite
number of rocks or islets ; and here they remained some days .
gsheltered from the storm. '

The ship in which la Barbinais was, in passing Cape- Horne,
went into 611 of S latitude. In the beginning of March he
arrived at la Concepcion; from which place his first letter 1s
dated, and said to be transmitted by the Freuch ship St. Malo,
which was lying at la Concepcion ready to sail for Europe.

In June, at Coquimbo, he rcceived letters from France by
the French ship, le Dauphin. Other ships also arrived from
France, in consequence of which, some Spanish merchants who
had bought up merchandise from the French, in the belicf
that no more ships of that nation would come to the South Seq,
found themselves ruined by their speculation. The South Sea
trade was also at this time ruinous to many Freoch traders.
At A%ica, the ship in which the author sailed, joined seven
others of their nation. Ile exclaims, ¢ the stagnation of trade
¢ from the maiket being overcharged, has devoted us to
¢ melancholy. Qur day is divided into two portions, one for
¢ sleeping, the other for having nothing to do. Is it not enongh
¢ to make us losc our gaiety that France should bave sent forty

- ¢ vessels
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vessels to Peru when six would lLave sufliced? Bowc have « nawe. 11,
been obliged to sell their cargoes at a loss 1o the merchants T
of above 50 per cent, besides runmng the risk of seizures on
account of the prohibitions.’

March the 4th, 1716, la Barbinais sailed for China from  17:6.
a port of Peru named Goucho, the latitude of which s set down Mech
11° 48 in a plan he has given; but 11° 47 S in his narrative.

The course was dircected WNW. He relatés, * On the ged of
¢ March, we were by our estimation, under the equinoctial
¢ line in 275° of longitude [reckoned East trom the weridian of
¢ Teneriffe.] I have ncver felt {ieat more oppressive : 1amn and
thunder joined to render it more incommodious, and we
remained twelve days in a vicisstude of good aund bad

¢ weather. The wind absolutely faidled us, and we had to

¢ endure all the mtemperance of the worrid zone. Oun the
.¢ 5th of April, the wind began to revive. We continued our
¢ route to the WNW, as we had done all the way before. We  Buds.
saw birds of many kinds usually seen at sea. An owl, which
1s extraordinary enough, came and perched upon our masts.
¢ We 100k him, and he was kept in a cage fifteen days, but
¢ would not eat, and at the end of that tine we set him at
¢ liberty. He flew a long while about the ship, and at length
¢ we saw him fall in the water. This owi made us believe that
* therc was some land near us.’

T.a Barbinais afterwards remarks that the wind did sot
quite settle in their favour till April the 13th; and that on the
29th of April, they had advanced on their passage 1338 leagues
towards the WNW from Goaclho. From ail the circumstances
mentioned, it may be inferred that the ship was not. very
distant from thc Galapagoes Isles when the owl alighted on
her mast.

La Barbinais mentions here, that M. du Bocage of Havre, Lilcdela
commanding a ship named la Découverte, in sailing from Peru Lision.
*to.China, on Good Friday, being in 4° North latitude, and in
280° of

&
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PART 1. 280" of longitude (equal to 19" W from Valparaiso according te

1716,

1718,

17%20.

the tables thén in use) discovered a large high rock surrounded
with a sand-bank, which he namgd Isle de la Passion. The ncarest
land to this situation which is known and admitted on the pre-
sent charts, the Galapagos Isles excepted, is a small Island
or rock which was seen in 1787, by the English merchant ship
Princess Royal, commanded by Mr. Charles Duncan, in 6° N
latitude, and aboui 35° West of the meridian of 'alparaiso. 1t
is named on the charts Passion Rock.

May the soth, La Barbinais arrived at Guahan, where the
ship he was in joined three other French ships, le Martial,
le Marquis de Maillebois, and la Bien Aimée ; all homeward-
bound like themselves from Peru. The Maillebols had been
struck with lightning, by which her ,Captain had been killed,
and the masts of the ship _shivered. La Barbinais arrived in
France in the summer of 1718.

Disturbances that happened in Ewrope, revived for a time the
trade of the French in the South Sea. A squadron of ships of
war in the service of the Ring of Spain, but more French than
Spaniards in their officers and men, had been employed to
drive all the French traders from the South Sca : and some
French cargoes were confiscated.  On symptoms of war being
ready to break oiit again between Great Liritain and Spain, the
Spaniards in the South Sea gave fresh encouragemeat to the
French. In 1720, a ship of $t. Malo namcd the Solomon, of
40 guns, was allowed to sell her cargo at Yo without interrup-
tion. The success of the Solomon had such effeet on the
St. Malo merchants, that they immediately fitted out fourtcen
sail, which all arrived in the South Sea in the beginning of the
year 1721, most of them large ships,one named the Fleur de Lys
being capable of mounting 70 guns. In the same year, a French
ship sailed from China for New Spain, and by running well ta
the Northward, arrived in the Bay de Vanderas in less than fifty

days;
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days; bul notwithstanding the shortness of the passage, many cuae. i1.

of the crew died of the scurvy ¥,

About this time, a Frenchman nanfed Thaylet, was sent by

the Viceroy of Peru in o small vessel furnished only for a two

months voyage, to look for an Island, which the commander of
a Spanish vessel reported he had fallen in with in 10° 8 latitude.

4

3

4

3

Thaylet cruised thercabouts ull his provision was nearly
expended, and returned without success. The Spaniards
nevertheless gave credit to there being such a place, as the
like account came by two different ships winch touched
there -}

* Commodore Anson’s Voyage. By the Reo. R. Walter, Book 11, Chap. io.
t Voyage round the Wortd. By W. Betagh. p. 276.

Vor. IV. sl

—— e —
1720.
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CHAY XIL

The Asiento Contract. The English South Sea Company. Plan
for a Voyage of Discovery proposed by John Welbe. Supposed
Discovery of Islands near Japan.

AT the general pcace concluded at Utrecht among the

European States, a separatc treaty was agreed upon
between Great Britain and Spain (signed in April 1718,) by
the 12th article of which Spain granted to her DBritannic
Majesty, or to sueh of her'subjects as she should appoint, a
contract for supplying the Spanish-West Indies with negro
slaves, for a term of 30 years-from the Ist of May 1713, at the
rate of 4,800 negroes yearly, the subjects of all other countries
(Spain not excepted) being by the treaty excluded from intro-
ducing necgroes into the dominions of his Catholic Majesty
during the said term. This sordid and mean privilege (the
seeking gain by supplying other countries with slaves being
yet more wicked than procuring slaves to do our own
work) was called the Asiento Contract, a name composed
of two words synonymous. I'he same privilege had been given
to the English in or about the year 1659, and they had held it
from that time to the brecaking out of the war of the Spanish
Succession, when 1t was made over to the French, in whose
hands it continued ten years. This was indeed a wretched object
for rivalry between (wo nations reckoned the most civilized in
the world. At the peace of Utrecht, it was re-transferred to
Great Britain ; and was given by the British administration to
the South Sea Company, as was also a license from the King
of Spain for three ships of certain specified burthens to be
permitted annually to carry merchandise to the Spanish West-
Indies.

The
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The Charter of the South Sea Company, similar to Pope cuav. 2.
Alexander the VIth’s Bull of:Donation, had bestowed upon the (.hu;'—.:
Company, ¢ from the 1st of August,’ 1711, for ever,” the sole  of the
trade and traffic to the parts of America South from the River :I:u::::,:‘n
Oronoko, and to all the West side of America both North and ‘
South, to the exclusion of all others the subjects of Great
Britain, the Company being authorized to seize to their own
use all British ships trading or haunting within certain limits
prescribed. These limits are shewn on a map by a line of
demarkation, not a mean imitation of the old Spanish and
Portuguese line, which forms a pale round the South and
Western coast of America, at the distance of some huodred
lcagues from the coast. The Company were authorized to
receive subscriptions towards a joint stock, and, though the war
. with Spain had not terminated, the prospect of a trade te the
South Sea, procured subscriptions to the amount of more than
three millions, before the Charter was signed. The peace which
soon followed, with the gift to the Company of the Asiento
Contract, aund the Spanish West-India licenses, created great
expectations of their future prosperity ; but the project ofset-
ting up this Compauy did not originate with merchants: it was
merely a financial expedjent, contrived or adopted by the
British Ministry, to satisfy the proprietors of debts owing by
the government, principally those incurred on account of the
navy. These debts were consolidated into onc stock, amowit-
ing in the whole to 9,471,325 .. Provision was made, by appro-
priating the produce of taxes, for paying interest for the same,
at the rate of six per cent. per annum till the principal should be
discharged. It appears strange at this time, that it shoald be
thought necessary to do any thing farther to content the public
creditors ; but so it was, and grants were made to them of
exclusive licenses and privileges as above related. The several
proprietors of these public securities were accordingly incor-
porated into a Company called the South Sea Company. Their

3u g Charter,
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zawt i Charter, contirmed by the British Parliament, specifies the privi-
leges therein granted in the following woids: ¢ That the trade to
¢ the South Seas may hc tarried on for the honour and increase
¢ of the wealth of the realm, which cannot so secarely be begun
¢ and carried on as by a Corporation with a good joint stock
¢ exclusive of all others ; Be it enacled, that this Company shail
¢ from the I1st of August 1711, be vested for ever in the sole
¢ trade and traffic unto, and from all places in, /Imerica on the
¢ East side, trom the Rever Oronoko to the most Southern part of
¢ Tierra del Fuego; and on the West side thercof, from the
¢ said Southernmost part of” Tierra del Fuego through the South
¢ Seas to the Northernmost part of dmerica, not exceeding
¢ three hundred leagues in distance from the Continent of
¢ America on the West side.

¢ And no British subject shall trade within those limits,
¢ excepting the Company, their agents, and factors, and those
¢ licensed by the Company, under forfeiture of the ships,
¢ merchandise, and double their value®.’

Such a Charter, though it did not fall into the hands of
merchants, ought to have awakened a spirit for mercantile
undertakings in the proprietors ; but here, a number of uncon-
nected individuals, of whom no other qualification was required
than that of being public creditors, were jumbled together into
a trading corporation, and a charter thrust upon them of
which they knew not the value ; who had not premeditated any
scheme, ncither does it appear that they afterwacds meditated
auy, to usc their privideges either to their own or to the public
advantage. Ior their own credit, and to justify the exclusion
of théir conntrymen, the Company should have seen the pro-
priety of engaging in some undertaking 1o the South Sea; but
nothing of the kind took place, and the slaves they supplied to
Peru and Chili in virtue of the Asiento Contract, were marched
overland at the Isthmus, or fromm Buenos Ayres.

Io

* Aunderson’s History of Commerce, Vol 1, and Macpherson’s Annals of' Com=
merce, Vol 111,




IN THE SOUTH SEA.

In 1713, Joha Welbe, a person who had been in the South
Sea with Captain Dampier, offered a plan to the Britsh
Ministry for a Voyage to make a full discovery of the Terra
Australis. Welbe was an ingenious but distressed projector,
aud it appearing that his proposals were made principally with
a view to his own relief, they obtained listle attention. They
were referred to the Admiralty, and afterwards to the South
Sea Company, a‘Committee of which Com p.a,ny cxamined, and
¢ found the matter out of then bounds.” The heads of Welbe's
scheme were, to give them in his own words, as follows; ¢ Jor
¢ a good fourth-rate ship of the Navy to be cquipped for tue
¢ voyage, to carry 150 men, hu\'mg only ber upper tier of gans

¢ mounted, lcaving the rest ashore for the couvemence of

¢ stowing additional protisions and for the case of the ship.
¢ The cooking copper to be hung like a sull, so that when
¢ water 1s wanted, we can distil <alt water and make fresh.
¢ Also a hrigantine tender to be provided. 'l'o go round Cape
¢ Horne; to the Island Juan Fernandez ; thence to the Salomon
¢ Islands discovered 150 years ago by the Spaniards, but the
¢ Court of Spain did not think fit o settle them by reason they
¢ had not eatirely settled the main-land of Peru. On aniving,
¢ to search aad discover what that ceuniry abounds i, and to
¢ trapan sosne of the inhabHants on board avd bring them to
¢ England, who when they have lcarnt our language will be
< proper interpreters.”  He proposes afterwards to sail to New
Guinea, which he supposed to be a part of the Terra Australis,
and there to make the like exammation.

Welbe several times renewed his proposals. 1lis plan and
applications have been preserved in the Sloane collectibn of
manuscripts, and his last application 1s dated m the latter part
of the ye'di' 1716, from Wood-street Compter, where he was
then confined for debt. He complains in it, that he was
brought to distress by fourtcen months attendance,having in that

time presented three peutions to the hing, besides petutioning
the
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DISCOVERIES IN THE SOUTH SEA.

the Treasury and Admiralty board, without receiving any
definitive answer.

It is proper to mention here,sthat in the old Spanish charts
Islands are laid down near the East coast of Japan in latitude
36° N, marked Ilas Nueva del Ano de 1716, meaning Islands
newly discovered in 1716. It is noticed in the discoveries
of 1664 and 1688%, that search was lately made without find-
ing Islands in that situation; and that it is believed the
navigator on whose information they were inserted in the charts,
saw the hills of Japan at a distance, and mistook them for
separate Islands.

In 1716, was completed the celebrated Survey of China and
Chinese Tartary, by the Jesuit Missionaries. By the union of
their labours, was formed a general Map of the Empire, which
they presented to the Emperor Canghi, in 1718. This survey |
was commenced in 1708, with ascertaining the situation of the"
great Wall. Mr. Dalrymple’s favourable opinion of the Mis-
sionary map, has been noticed in the Memoir to the Chart of
the Coast of China, in the Third Volume. Within the same time,
the Korea was surveyed by Korean geographers, the King
of Korea not choosing to admit the Christian Missionaries into
his dominions. Pere du Halde obtained a copy of the Korean
survey. The original was deposited in the King of Korea’s
palace.

* See Vol. 111d. pp. 269 & 412.
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CHA'P. XII

Voyage of Captain John Clipperton, and Captain
George Shelvocke.

IN the year 1718, at a time when Great Bri!uin was al peace cuar. 13

with Spain, some speculating adventurers, whom the journal- g
ists of the voyage to be related style, ¢ worthy gentlemen of
London, and persons of distinction,” were of opinion that a wor
which then subsisted between Spain and the German Empure,
afforded an advantageous opportunity of profiting vy an expe-
dition against the Spaniatds in the South Sea. To this cnd, they
determined to endeavour to obtain commissions from the
Emperor of Germany, and to fit out ships under bis flag and as
his subjects, to cruise against the Spaniards. Application was
made to the Imperial Court, and favourable answer being
obtained, the Company of Adventurers in London fitted out two
ships in the River Thames ; but as it was to be specified in the
comunissions that the ships should be equipped as private ships
of war, under order and appointment of the College of Admiralty
of the Austrian Netherlands, it was thought uecessary that one
of the ships should sail over to Ostend to receive the commis-
sions, and for the more decent appearance of the thing, the
names of the ships, which originally were the Success and the
Speedwell, were changed for those of the Prince Eugene and
Staremberg ; and some Flemish officers and scamen were to be
engaged as part of the ships’ companies. The Prince Eugene,
which was the largest of the two ships, mounted 36 guns, was
to have a complement of 180 men, and to be commanded by
Mr. George Shelvocke, who had served in the British Navy as a
lieutenant. The Staremberg, which was but of 200 tons burthen,
mounted 24 guns, was to carry 106 men, and to be commanded

by

1718,





