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where they obtained fresh provisions. Thi! was the wet season. (' HAP • .1 
~~ 

The rains were heavy, and the weather at the same time excesa 1740 

sively hot. Thomas says, ' the country was so thick of wood, Dec(·mbcr 

, that the air must needs be stagnated and rendered unhealthful.' ~~.::r.::~ 
From these unfavourable circumslances. notwithstanding the 
rest and "freshment. obtained. the Centurion buried 28 men 
there; and the number of the sick on board her. increased 
from 80 to 96. The other ships were in the like sickly state, 
, their disorders being in general those kind 01 fevers whieh 
, they call Calentures: 

Whilst they lay at Santa Kalalina the Moon was eclipsed. 
Pascoe 'fhornas' relates, ' December the S18t, I observed an 
, Eclipse of the Moon. and comparing the time of its ending 
, with a calculation I purposely made of it for the meridial' of 
, London. from Sir Isaac Ne,.,ton·s Nelli 11 .. ory of til. 1>1000. 
, I found the place where the ship lay. to be 49' 53' W of the 
, meridian of London. I am sorry to be obliged in justice to 
, myself to notice. that when 1 presented to our Commander 
, my account of the said Eclipse. some other gentlemen pre· 
, sented theirs, which differed from mine, as 1 was told, about 
, lIO' of longitude. However. on a sight of my calculation 
, (though I had never the satisfaction of seeing theirs) they 
, soon discovered their mistake, and brought in a new account 
, differing from mine but one minute. I have since heard that 
, the principal of these person. got £redit in England for having 
• settled tbe longitude of the Island Saint Kalkerin.: 

The variation was ob.erved here II' ~O' Easterly. 
Defect. in the lower masts of the Tryal occasioned 80me 

detention to the squadron. Previons to sailing. the Com­
modore delivered instructions to the ships, appointing places 
of rendezvoul in cases Gf separation. 

On January the 18th (1741). they quitted Sanla Katalina. '74" 
00 the gid. in foggy weather. tbe Pearl was separated from Janu"-1· 
&be lquadroD. A cummt had been observed to set Southward 

at on 
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C HAP 3: on their first approach to the coast of Brasil; but on coming to 
• 

1741. the 1atitudc of '60 S, a current was found setting in the 
Januouy. opposite direction: and as they proceeded Southward beyond 

that parallel, they were con.tantly ill soundings, the greatest 
depth of water being 60 fathoms, although part of the track 
sailed was reckoned to be 70 leagues distant from the American 
coast. 

February. 

Pori Sun 
.Iu],an , 

February the 18th, the Pearl rejoined company. During her 
separation, her Commander, Captain Kidd, had died. The 
officer next in command, Lieutenant Salt, informed the Com­
modore, that on the loth instant he had fallen in with five 
large ships, which he at first took for the English squadron; 
and the commanding shi p carrying a red broad pendant at the 
topgallant.mast head, so much favoured the deception, that he 
was within gun-shot before he discovered his mistake, and that 
they were Spanish; but he escaped by standing across a ripling 
in the water, through which the Spanish ships did not think it 
safe to follow him. These were the ships that had been seen 
olf Madeira. Tbey were under the command of Admiral Josef 
Pizarro, and had put in at the River de 10 Plata. Whilst there, 
the Spanish Admiral learnt the arrival of the British squadron 
at Santa K atalinu; on which intelligence he hastened again to 
sea, directing his course Southward, anxious to arri,ve first on 
the coast of Chili. 

On tbe 18th of February, the English squadron was off Pori 
San Julian, and a boat was sent to discover the entrance of 
the Port, ' which is ;'lot visible with much offing, nor easy to 

finel without the help of such a mark as Wood', Moullt. 
Port San Julian is a barred harbour. Pascoe Thomas says, 
Before any ship or vessel pretends to venture in, they ought 

, to Bcnd their boats at low water to fix buoys on the ends 
of the shoals, which in a manner block up the p ...... ge: This 

is the more necessary beeause the bar is often shifting. Com­
modore Anson anchored his squadron about tlVO mile. without 

the 
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the entrance, in 1 ~ fathoms depth, the bottom a mixture of ~ 
mud and sand; the Northernmost land in sight bearing N b E, '74L 

and Wood·, ~fou"t WSW. In the time of Magalhanes the Feb".,,.. 
entrance of this port was probahly more free; but that which 
was a sufficient harbour for the ship. of Magalhane., might 
ill suit the ships of war of more modern times. 

The Hon. Captain Murray was appointed to the Pearl in 
the room of her late Commander; Captain David Cheap to the 
Wager, and Lieutenant Charle, Saunders to thp. command of 
the Tryal Sloop. Here the squadron was agail!. delayed by 
repairs wanting for the Tryal. No fre ... h water was found in 
Port San Julian, and it became necessary to put the ships' 
companies to the short allowance of a quart one day and three 
pints the next, alternately. 

1'0 reduce the weight in the upper works that the ships might 
be Jess strained in stormy weather, for such was to be expected 
in the passage round Cape lIorne, some of the heavy guns had 
been struck down into the hold; but on the no lice received by 
the Pearl of an enemy being near, they were again got up and 
remounted. 

The risc aDd fall of tide at Sa" Julian was four fathom,: the 
variation of the compass, 17' Easterly. 

The £7th of February, the squadron sailed, and March 
the 4th, passed in sight of Cape de las Virgeues, which aftordeti 
a view resembling the land of the North and Sout" Fore/al/d, 
on tbe Kenti.b coast. 

On arriving at Strait Ie Maire, Mr. Walter blames M. l'rezicr 
for not baving given a view of the Staten Island .ide of the 
Strait, 8S a companion to the one he gave of the Tierra del 
Fuego side; owing to which neglect he say., they found it 
difficult to determine e"aelly where the Strait lay. Land-
meo who write histories of sea voyages, are sometimes apt to 
be .prompted by al) apprehension that their accounts will 
appear barren of nautical information; which occa,ion. them 

(0 
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c HAr·3 to be on the watch for opportunity to lfitroduce' something of 
the kind. This has happened to Mr. Walter. Frezier had 
described marks for knowing Strait Ie Mai,·e, with some shew 
of their being necessary. But it i. evident on the slightest 

174 1• 

Mkrch. 

consideration, that the geographical position of the Western 
side of ihe Staten [,land, witbout other mark, secures it from 
the smallest probability of being mistaken for any other land. 
It is only to the charge of neglect against Frezier that this 
remark applies; for good views of land, though they are not 
all of equal service or equally necessary, are always satisfactory. 
Those published with Mr. Walter's narrative, among which 
is a prospect of the West of Slat,,, Island, were engraved after 
drawings made by an officer of the Centurion, Lieutenant 
Piercy Brett, and have every appearance of being correct 
representatioDs. 

The Squadron entered Strait Ie Maire on the morning of 
March the 7tb, with fair weather, and were hurried through 
by a brisk gale and rapid tide, in about two hours; but tbis pros­
pect of a speedy passage into the Saut" &a was of short dura­
tion. The very next day they experienced a change both in the 
wind and tbe weather. The wind blew strong from the SW, 
and by the 9th increased to a storm, which lasted several 

Jl;usage days, aod they had the ill fortune to encounter violent 
wund . 

C .. pc Home. tempests from one or the other of the Western quarters, WIth 
very ,mall intervals of abatement, for many weeks. Thomas 
says, , As far forward as to passing Strait le Maire, we had 
• indifferent good weather. But now began a new and dread­
, fu} scene. The very next day we were attacked with a storm, 
• which was nothing to what we afterwards experienced. From 
• this time to the 25th of May, we bad, excepting only ""me 

short intervals, the most terrible Rnd dreadful 8tom •• that it 
• is possible to conceive. The sea went continnally mountains 
• high; for the intervals of tbe storms never lasted 110 long as to 
• aIJay the raging of the waves. Our ship, the Centurion, "as 
• nothing to them, but was tos,ed and bandied about as if she 

had 
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had been a small wherry: These gales were generally accom- CH .... ,. 
~ 

panied with snow or sleet, and the crews were dreadfully 174'-

afflicted wilh the scurvy ; so that the history of the squadron Pa"a!ic 

whilst labouring to get round Cape Horne, presents a most CIlI:~~~lorn(' . 
melancholy and long continued scene of extreme distress and 
calamity. 

Ou the loth of April, the Severn and the Pearl were separated Ap,·iI. 

from the squadron. They did not again join the Commodore, The Sc\'crn 
. • nnd the 

,vho afterwards, whilst he was in the South Sea , heard of their Pearl H'tum 

arriving at Rio Janeiro. 
On the 13tb, by the reckoning on board the Centurion, the 

longitude was estimated to be 10 degrees West of the most 
Western part of the Tierra det Fuego; their latitude was one 
degree more South than the Westcrn entrance of the Strait of 
Magalhanes; the wind was from the WNW, and the squadron 
was standing to the North, in the belief that they were running 
clear inte> tbe South Sea; when, in the night, the moon suddenly 
shining out bright, they saw land a-head about two leagues 
distant ; whieh appeared like two Islands. The squadron im­
mediately wore roun,1 to the Southward. The land seen was 
supposed to be Cape Noir. Its latitude was estimated to be 
54- £0' S. 

This was a most depressing disappointment. The scurvy 
had terribly increased, and the disease was so aggravated by 
the bad weather, tbat in the month of April, the Centurion 
alone buried in the deep no less than forty-three men. The 
mortality in the other ships was equally dreadful. Among the 
invalids 80 inhumanly sent on this expedition, wounds which 
bad been received in their early days, and wbich had been 
healed, some of them forty years, in one instance fifty years, 
now by the seurvy and the violent motion of the ship 
broke out afresh, aad appeared as if they had never been 
hea\ed. A great majority of the seamen were incapable of per­
iorming any duty, whilltl tbe iempesluOUI weatber occasioned 

a continual 

Ilomcwartf. 
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CHAr·3 to be on the watch for opportunity to introduce' something of 
the kind. This hRs bappened to Mr. Walter. Frezier had 
described marks for knowing Strait Ie Maire, with some shew 
of their being necessary. But it is evident on the sligbtest 

1741• 

March. 

consideration, that tbe geographical position of the Western 
side of the Staten Island, without other mark, secure. it from 
the smallest probability of being mistaken for any other land. 
It is only to the charge of neglect against Frezier that this 
remark applies; for good views of land, tbough they are not 
all of equal service or equally necessary, are always satisfactory. 
Those published witb Mr. Walter's narrative, among which 
is a prospect of tbe West of State,. Island, were engraved after 
drawings made by an officer of the Centurion, Lieutenant 
Piercy Brett, and have every appearance of being correct 
representations. 

The Squadron entered Strait Ie Mai"e on the morning of 
March the 7th, with fair weather, and were hurried through 
by a brisk gale and rapid tide, in about two hours; but this I"os­
pect of a speedy passage into the &lut" Sea was of short dura­
tion. The very next day they experienced a change both in the 
wind and the wealher. The wind blew strong from tbe SW, 
and by the 9th increased to a storm, whicb lasted several 

ll:tll"ngc days, and they had the ill fortune to encounter violent 
lound . 

Cape HOTlle. tempests from one or the other of the Western quarters, WIth 
very small intervals of abatement, for many weeks. Thomas 
says, • As far forward as to passing Strait Ie Maire, we had 
• indifferent good weather. But now began a new and dread-
• ful scene. The very next day we were attacked with a storm, 
, which wa. nothing to what we afterwards experienced. From 
• this time to the ~5th of May, we had, excepting only some 
• short intervals, the most terrible and dreadful storms that it 
• is possible to conceive. The sea went continually mOUlltains 
• high; for the interval. of the storms never lasted 90 long as to 
• aUay the raging of the wav.,.. Our ship, the Centurion, "as 
I pothiog to them, but was tos.ed and bandied about as if she 

had 
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had been a small wherry: These gales were generally accom-~ 
panied with snow Or sleet, and the crews were dreadfully '741-

afflicted with the scurvy; so that the history of the squadron P .... r 
whilst Jabouring to get round Cape Horne, presents a most cal~~~~oTl\~. 
melancholy and long continued scene of extreme distress and 
calamity. 

On the loth of April, the Severn and the Pearl were separated Ap,il. 

from the squadron. They did not again join the Commodore, The .~c\I·ern 
• lUlu t Ie 

who afterwards, whilst he was in the South Sea, heard of their Pt:arl Tt:tUrtl 

arriving at Rio Janeiro. hOlllcwmt! . 

On the 13th, by the reckoning on board the Centurion, the 
longitude was estimated to be 10 degrees West of the most 
Western part of the Titrra del Fuego; their latitude was one 
degree more South than the Western entrance of the Strait of 
Mugalhants; the wind was from the WNW, and the squadron 
was .landing to the North, in the heliefthat they were running 
clear into the South Sea; when, in the night, the moon suddenly 
shining out bright, they saw land a-head about two leagues 
distant; which appeared like two Island.. The squadron im­
mediately wore round to the Southward. The land seen was 
supposed to be Cape Noir. It, latitude was estimated to be 
54" £0' S. 

Thi. was a most depressing disappointmenl. The scurvy 
had terribly increased, and the di,ease was so aggravated by 
the bad weather, that in the month of April, the Centurion 
alone buried in the deep no les. than forty-three men. Tbe 
mortality in the other ships was equally dreadful. Among the 
invalid. so inhumanly sent on this e~pedition, wounds which 
had been received in their early days, and which had been 
healed, some of them forty yea.-s, in one instance fifty years, 
now by the _rvy and the violent motion of the ship 
broke out afresh, aud Rppeared as if they had never been 
healed. A great _jority of the seamen were incapable of per­
femaing any dllty, whilst the tempestuous weather occasioned 

a continual 
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: "AP. 3·. a continual dell:l~ fpr "~ertio..,,,. and re.\lq/il\'l'l. ,,~II; ,c'll'C ,/l.ljd , 
1741. 

April. 

ThE' 
Squadron 
dispersed. 

management of the ships 10 laborious a ,task, Ibat tqose on 
whom it fej!. were scarcely ahle to supporl themielv<l4" 

The squadron was now reduced to the Centll~~ • . IRe·GIOIl­
cester. the Wager Frigate. the Tryal Sloop. a~ , Il/lI .N'.i<;t~ 
Pink Anna. On the l/lSt, they were in 60' 5' S Iatitu\l"",lt'aifh 
is the farthest they went South during the voyage. 

On the night of the ~~d, in " very hard gale "ilb thjQlt 
weather, the five ships were separated frolll eacb otber ... nei..., 
completely dispersed. tbat when daylight came no two of them 
w~re in sjgot of each other. The next day .. be wind b~~8f!le 
fa~ourable. ,l\Ild .the .bip", each singly, made sail towllflb 
the NW. Mr. WlIltcr bas IIPpropriated a cbapt~r to direcu­
for Ibe passage round C~~ !;lOT'1'e. He rllCoIDI!IIlIlIl. ' as ~.~, 
, of advice. wbic!> . in, ' J'rljjienoo ouglJ/; qel:er , to );w, depu~ 
, fr~, tbat.all _I\ips bpund.lo .the.,i:outA $(~ • .in.\.,.q,IIf.~i~ , 
, through Strait Ie Maire should constantly pass to .the, ,~~ 

, IYI/I'd 9f Stal.en La~A; ,and .hpqlli ,~ ;"'l'I'+ri"Wy .,qellt.l,oIln 
• T,\lnqing t\> Lh. SQllth.waFfl, "" far all ,\0 ,1b1\1,\;atitll!Iq .of,~, o~ , 
• ~fl. ,Yegr"" •• bef,!re $W, pndfJavour.,\o ~\aJldl ~.~ W,..,\II\IIqrJ,;. 
llfii'1, again Mr. Waltfit' unl;lec ... ~riLl. ,Nphlt\ ~ ,llis ~"'1lU. 
d •. Mq-, aQ~ i~ g\~G~j1f.0"'" l,ight thau, ~~'K!\' 

J,'p.#/H. p8lt ,Df Mr~W.~ter'. narrati~.ris "',~ iq, wlUcll UII 
dTiWr~PI;d. t\l,M'i"A~ ,0' lhi .CenturiouPlIllfI Jhe ~~qn,parta!li . 
Am""iI;4' ,,""P~I'i'lJlf/'I\W', ,tbe,reckql/ipg. allfl tl>e.QIil~wa_~ 
arq ,po.tA ,~l\w~Wr ·A~~ purpole of.""'~w.ill8 tW;,~pft"'IIII'" 
rents. A ' peeu~1Ifi.\l #> 'bc ,remar.k~d .iA t.\¥. c:I!M~M. t,Iw QIlIIIM/i 
whif:h.Nn~,t\!'1rl\ />!lillg,DlIWeQ,a Wp,tefbl.""~I.!M/IJ ..... 
to t!>e c.u,lqU/opf,d&:figPIIJ!,9got"- d,irectiqn pf;1-4e ••• !ll'tt:""-~ 
o~ fbe,~r., py, *,pojnt.pf1h~ l>9.i'~ ,JVII'I\W~ ,i1.;~IlIIlMt~'" 
of bJ.t\lat ~ w"icll.j~ ,~M',<;I ... ~J th~ tfIi.IIcj if:JfIilIli.,p",,~.iW ... 
w!>en it blo"'* .~IVe.¢·, 1 J/i ""ololld fII~ell'l ..... ~""'._ 
modatiqg to our appreh\lflAi~I\. , if tlf' ,"VIif~,ofJhIl. IWI<f ,tho 
current of the water were designated alike, whether by die 

point 
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point of the horizon wbence they come, or by the direction in 
which they flow. The practice which has been adopted by 
Europeans generally (universally would have bren said but for 
the instance to tbe contrary in the chart just noticed) involves 
tJireet contradicti·on in the signification of the same terms, 
a Westerly current and a West wind, being understood a stream 
of water and a Htream of air in direct opposition to each 
other; and on the other hand an Easterly current and .. West 
wind travel in the same direction. 

The ' first appointed rendezvous for the ships after pas.ing 
Cape Home, was the Island Nueltra Senura del Socorro, in 
latitude, according to Sir John Narbrough, 4';' S; with 
directions to cruise near tbe Island ten days, and then to 
proceed to Baldi";", near the entrance of which port they 
were to remain a fortnight; and if in all that time they did 
not meet the Commodore, they were to sail to the Island Juan 
Ftl'flOfldez. 

May the sth, the Centurion being in latitude 45' 39' S, came 
in light of the land of America, which appeared mountainous 
and much covered with I!IlOW; the coast rocky and barren. 
The weather wa. too rough for the ship to venture near with 
.afety. An bland was seen in 45' ~O' S, which was believed to 
he N . S. Ikl &corro. The distressed state of the Centurion'. 
crew, induced tbe Commodore to stop at this rendezvous no 
longer than till the lOth, as well as to forego tbe design he had' 
formed of attacking Baldinw, and to repair with all possible 
speed to the Island .Tuan Fernandez for their relief. 

Tie Centurion did not get into the parallel of JUIJA Fernandez 
before the 18th, when, having had much bad .. eather, and 
baving _no land for many days, they were uncertain whetber 
the }oland .... to the East or West of them. It was deemed 
the oafeat COlIne to mer East, which on the 30th, brought 
tHm in sight or the main land of Chili: the course wa. then 

Vo L, V. H directed 
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'741. 

May. 

N.S. del 
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<"", 3, directed Westward, and on the 10th ofJu~, the Centurion 
~ 

1741. anchored at .TlUln Fernandez. 
J"ne, The description in Mr. Walter', Narrativ~ of the approach 

Cf',~!:;ion of the Centurion t-o' this IslHn<l, is too interesting not to giVe 
nmvt'~ lit in bis: own words. 'On the 9th of June, at ·daybteak, we 6rst 

J u tili 
:Fernanile1., C descried the Island of Juan Fer1lontlet, and on this first view, 

, it appeared to be a mountainous place, extremely ragged and 
C irregular; yet it \vas land. and was to us a most agreeable 
• sight; because here only we could hope to put a period to 
, the terrible calamities which had swept away above lialf OUf 

C crew. On the 10th, in the afternoon, we got ncar the lee of 
• the Island, and kept ranging along it at about two mil •• di ... 
C tance, to look for proper anchorage, which was de,cribed to 
• he in a bay on the North side. Being now nearer in with the 
C shore, we could discover that the broken craggy precipic~ 
, which had appeared 80 unpromising at a distance, were 
, covercd with woods, and between them were interspersed tti~ 

nnest .allics clothed with most. beautiful Terdure; wat.ired 
• with numerous streams and cascades of clear water, ' frt odT 
• distressed situation, languishing for the land 81Id its vegetable 
, productions, it is scarcely credible with what eagerness/and 
• transport we viewed the shore, aDd with how much illlpatiebce 
, we longed for the greeos and other refreshments then In 
• sight, and particular'J for the water. Those ... ho have endlll'fid 
• a long series' af thirst, and who can readily recnllhe Wit It,(d 
• agnation which the ideas alooe of springs and brtiak. I'IIIve 
• raised in them, call judgc of tbe emotion with· which ... ~ ei~d 
• a large cascade of tran'parent water, which poored r .. ahi ' iJ. 

• rock a huodred feet bigh into the sea. All those amongst 
• the diseased who 'were not in the lullt' stages oP 'the dis. 

temper, excrted the ~mall remains of strength left them, and 
, crawled up to the deck to feast themselves 'with tile revivi'ng 
, prospect.' 

This 
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ThiJ was nIWul" . heighteij~d picture. In the passage .c H >P. 3-. 

frolll Brasil to Juan Pernandcz the CenturIon hau buried 17~1. 
~QP m~nJ auo of het remaining company, ISO were DOW in the JUlK". 

<;ok li~t_ _ At Ju,u 
.,.". 1 crmulllcz 
, J'ood a,nchorage was not obtained on the loth, and in the 

'Iiglll IPto suip was sel oy a current near to the East end of the 
lslallli, whore she anchored in 56 f .. thoms, not more than half 
~ mile distant. The next mornin!( early, a boat was dispatched 
to find the proper bay, and she returned in the forenoon laden 
with seaJ:5 and vegetables. 'fhe ship was got under sail, anu at 
two in the afternoon anchored again in a bay 011 the North or 
North Eastern side of the Island, called Cumbfrland Bay_ The 
same afternoon the Try,,1 8100p arri,-ed and ~nchored near the 
Centurion, having 1D8t 3. men of her small complement, Tellis 
were erected 011 shore, and the sick landed with as much speed 
as was practicable. MaDY were conveyed in their hammocks all 
tbe way from the ships to the tents, which was a work of much 
fatigue to the few who co].dd be so employed. In this duty the 
Commodore " .. isted with hi. personal labour, as did all the 
office ... after hiS t>Xample. Twelve of tbe Centurion's .ic!.. men 
died in their remo.allo the .hore, 

On the 21st, the Gloucester was seen 10 the Northward of 
the Island, and apparently, from the little sail .h .. had set, in 
distreu. The wind was from the South, and a current set 
N'1rthward, by which, the same day, after \laving made ber 
aRPCQ.rance, she was carried out of Kight; nnd was not again 
II\M}n till the Jl6th, when boats were directly sent 10 her a"ist-
8lIt'e with fresh water and other refre,hments. Two thirds of 
the Gloucester's crew had been carried off by the scurvy, and 
not a man remained in her who <;o~ld be termed healthy, 
Owing 10 the current and baffling winds, this distressed sbip 

1" juill,'rl 
by th," 
'1'11,,1 ; 

"as not got to the anchorage till the ~3d 91' July, which was July_ 
146 days from her quitting Port San Julia", the anchorage from AGn

i
d by ,1>< 
oucc,.ler. 

H 2 which 



COMMPiQIQ~E PEORG:&J ~SON 

.0)' .... ~', which &he ,bad ,Ia'" d.epal't6l\, 8Il4 i,I ,too llH!glell~,.mI<ea con-
17~" ~nuaooe <If " ship being uneler, sail ,that is .... ""'0". 

July. ".:rhe chill{ sutTer ... , in otbe ... miseries were the in'llllidlk Of 
fifty wbo sailed from England in the Centurion. there _ined 
only four; and every OIle that had been embarkad i4lIl ; ,Iv'o .... 

the Glouoester died before her arrival at Juan P .... landu. 
M" .. • The Gloucester had been close to the Island MalHl-fu ..... OIl' 
fucra. 

which were seen streams of fresh water. Her boat·eBdeavoured 
to land, which sbe could not for the surf; but .he returned lo 

tbe ship with a load of fi.h. The Island was estimated tE> be kmJ' 
miles in length, and was co,'cl'ed with, trees. A. it was thought 
probable that 80me of tbe missing ,hips of the squadron migllt 
faU io with J;[a,-""fil£ra. and mistake it roc JUQ11 1''e.·".,I4 ••• 
the Tryal. as 8000 as)lbe could be 6tood for Slliliog. was dis­
patched to look rolllld tbelsl.oo. 

Rcf",h- The refresbmenta obtained at Juan Fr""",de. b,y,Coul .... dn'" 
mj~~~ .. t Anson's ships. were of~he same kiod iii ,ho.d J;J,een,ioUlld. by. . 

Fernando" fOfl"er navigators. ~ta , we'e seell 0111, _ni ptellipiollll.' 
'Oie vegetables were. the .cabbage tree. celary. , ~r,Cllel.ea. 
sqr!cl, parsley. turnips ,~I)d radish"". '.file C'HIlmodore added . 
~~ t)w,sp ,productions /;>1., sQ)Ving IJIlrden-jlee4., and fruit.slDlltll. ' 
in ,\liJ;,ppssessWn. SO,1JlC 4ft w,bicb it ,wa. :,.(ler ..... rd. Iearni. pro"" 
oP"red well. }'ish was always a certaiu awl p1entiful.supply,,!Uld, 
i~,gr.e!'tl Y~.lh' ~d.,to" contribute , to .tbe restoration ~ ne 
h~~, oj.,t,he,-js;k,l ,IIY'W-I .,wm ,Pill IJP on sha~e and frealo,,1pIoMI 
b'lKl'<\,fw t.hv»1 ,Ilfltil y., 
,.M ~; .W~\«" f~I~~ ~ SOllle ·gOllI8 ,.ere ~_keDJ'tml Jll'ltci8e 

ear",,~~ ,be"!]...IiA. . .aml be, GQnj~tllr"d them, to, ha.e,AlllOllutob 
11U/!'/iP<!.4Y ~I,~"n~f~ ,ljclkirk./llx>v,e thirtf.Y.<IIIrs .beUore., 

A"g"'" 0" the 16th ¢"~A.gII!jt ,~he\ AlIIl" t.P,u!t, &J:rived ,at . .Ju"" 
TII,H' kAllna FMRfwdc::, which caused much reioidng, as it removed the 

10 rc- OJ 

JUlll8 the apprelicnsions of a scarciti of prov.i.sioU:t.1 . .A'twl"bei~" lle.pa-
( ulUlUodure. .._.l f .. 1. ~~ .1_ b he Ie •. L ' .... ra""" rOI» "'0 " ",om~o,",re ' , y" t 'go '''on ... e IIh,ut ' df 



the £lId~l\prilr8lll!<dire\:!le'IIlJier a&ur,e 'fOl' tbe IHlltlld "N.'~ all ,~n ~ ." '~'. 
80corro, and IDa.te>tIIe- Amllrli!tlll'ebUst '<>0 the 16th :ofMkYl 'lh ,; ... 
IIUitud81by 'her ,,"ekoning 45' 1'9' S: "Many I.lilntl, hiY 1Jetw~ell Augol., 
thom, .. ,,1 the main-land. The wind wa. fresh from WSW, arid AclcoAun, of 

t It: nna 
in'la' 811"all thatbretop sail split, which made it doubtful if they dun"gh« 

could keep' clea, of the land; the Mtt5ter therefore steered in separatIOn. 

but""",n' t ... o 01' the Islands, where the passage proved good, and 
c •• t anehor on the East side of an Island which, as was after-
wards learnt, was named Inchin ttl by the native Americans who 
iuhabited near it. Tlte anchor was let go in 25 fathoms depth; 
but the cable not being veered away in time, the onchor did 
not take good hold of the ground, and the ship drove into 
aeeper water. Another anchor was let go, ,vilieh ' brought the 
ship up and held her fMt till the I yth, when she dragged both 
the anchors and came into 65 tiKhoms depth, the land to lee-
wBrd being then not more than Ii mile oiotant. An opening was 
""",eived in this land wl.ieh oeemc-d to offer secure shelter, npon 
which they eot 't.ath the cables, and leM'ing the anchors, sailed 
iot& ,the'opening, whieh proved to be " channel betweeh an 
bland and the main-land, and led them to a safe and '1uiet 

I !Ieil III 
hland. 

barbour, where they' trRchored with a small anchor and hawser Harbour on 

in S6 fathoms de"'h,'WMcb held the .h'pf ... t, and gave time tel " 'che w .. ft Y" ,onH 0 
JOGla to their farther· ~ou"ity. . ' ' .. 1 ' I . ~ " Patagonia. 

,'n Mr. WRIter's Narrative a plan is givm of tbis barb'o<tr; 
• ...... ~ Room the ' memorandum. an'd 'rude .ketches ma\te 
• by the Mllster and Surgeon of the Pink, ' 'WlIo were 'Hbt ' thll 
• ..bIeet draughtsmen. The 'latitude is not wtill 'ascertairied, lhe 
• ,Pink, havlRg no observation either the duy ,befure ' ~he cam\! 
• in, or witbln' a day of her lea,ing the Port; bot it was Stlp-

• >j>OMKI 'w be net ~ry ' dis"'n' ftdrn u~sd' S t'. 
Here 

" ... ,~o.spilllld1icl\Jt; [,,-.., 
It, I"j~~ .detrPpli9PJof'~J9'ripcel of CMHH,I ltfIJi.1Q:OO.l. de J\pero&, it. 

mentiooea, tbat a Spanish pilo'tnamct.! Francisco de Machado, was scot in the year 
l~ ! to examine the CO'llt to the South of CltiltH:, and that in about latitude 
~. 50' S, at a part of the Const where arc many Islands, he found the Port 
in which die Anna Pink had anchored. 



eH"·3. Here Wa.' fresh water, w<>od, wild cc~ry . ... IHi .other h""bs, . 
'74>' ¥hell fi.h, and in a fresh water river were caught mullet. of 

AU~l1 l1t. Hood flavour. Wild geete, shags, ami penglolUl8 ,,'ere aho. -in 
Th 

A P
e. k abundance. 

ona III. 

MII.~a· 
fuera. 

The Pink lay in this harbour a month without seeing .any 
inhabitant. At the end of that time a small coooe came 
in, and the Master of the Pink sent hi. boat, which brought 
her and the people in her, to the ship. These were an 
lndian family consisting of a man, his wife, and t",o children. 
They had with them, a dog, a cat, a fishing net, a hatchet, II 
knifr. a cradle, a reel and some worsted, a flint and steel, some 
pieces of bark intended for the covering of a hut, and .om .. 
roots of a yellow colour and disagreeable taste, but which they 
u.ed as bread. They "ere taken into tbe ship, the Maoter thinking 
it neceS8ary to detain them, lest they shou ld carry intelligence 
to the Spaniards of the English heing on tbe coast. They were 
allowed to go about the ship as they pleased in the daytime, 
and the man 80metimes accompanied the Master of the Pink 
when he went on a shootin/1 party; but at nip:ht they were 
locked lip in the forecastle. After being detained and confined 
in this manner eight days, the man contrived to lOO8<ln tI ... 
scuttle of the forecastle, and a bad watch being kept on bo&rct,· 
in a dark night, he, biB wife, and their two children, got qui",ly 
into the sbip's yawl, ~nd, first cutting adrift tbe long boat and 
hjs own canoe to prevent pursuit, put off for the oh_. 'Floe 
noise of the oars gave notice to tf.e crew of the Pink ·of the 
esco ~ of their pri.onen; but no means remained ", . FeYent 
it, and they were under the necessity to contrive rafts to go in 
aearch of their Own boall. In a short time after this, tbe AnM 
sailed, and joined lhe Commodore at Juan Fernandez, .. ,",,",e 
related. 

The Tryal returned from sailing round Mm-a:f_ ·"ptilouL 
seeing any vessel The Island abounlled with goal8, for ¥I 

tbere was no good anchurage or .helter for shipping, the 
Spanlardli 
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Spaniards wel'fl'11ot anxious to destroy thein, and ""d ndt put ~ 
dogs on the Island, as they had done at.Tuan Fernandez . • Near '74'-

•. the ' North side of Ma.-a1iu:ra i. n pl.c~ where a s/!;" Augu'" 
• may come to an anc!lOr, though the anchorage is inconve~ 
,. nieot; for the bank extend! but a little wai~ ;~ ~t~iJ, and 
. \ h08 very deep water on it, !ItO that you must anchor very near 
• to the shore, and be exposed to aU winds except it be a 
, Southerly onc. A reef of rocks runs off the Eastern point of 
• the bland, about two miles in length, but always visible from 
, the sea breaking oyer it.-

On account of the rockiness of the hottom in the hay where 
the Centurion Jay at .luan Pernnndrz, it is recommended, in 
addition to the usual guard of rope wouno round the cable 
eal1ed service, to arm the cable from the anchor to five or six. 
fathoms up, with an jron chain. 

By the beginning of September, the health of the remaining Sc.'pIPlJllwr. 

people was much r~stol'ed. 'rhe stores which remained in the . At -'Utili 
j ' l 'rllll.u t!c j'. 

Alma Pjnk were distributed among tbe ships of war, as were . 
~r men, and she was broken up. 

On the 8th, whilst they were yet at anchor, a sail was seen to 
the NE of the I.land, whieh at firSt wa, believed to be one of 
the n.is.ing ships of the squadron' ; but as she did not make 
f.,r the anchomge, the Commodore in the' Centurion, hi; 'sliip' 
&eingtbe mo.t in readines.: weighed aht'hor and gave cbaco" 
bat' in the night lo.t sight of· her, J n rtiurni'lg fo the Island;' 
hollrever, another .ail was ieen, and' IIfte\' 'a short. chace cal'.' 
tul'ed: " :l'bis 'was a .hip named Nnestra Sc'iio"a del Mon(e 
~1",1>f' .50 ton. burtli<"Tl, from Callao bound' to Va/par"Mo, 
\1'itb a catgo.df sugar, Quito cloth, tobacco, some wrbught rlate, 
and 'n ~ek8~ of ' dollars weighing each about two hundre<l 
,..eight. She had left Cal/ao in company with two other ships, 
oae 'of .. lrieh Wat! ttl.! slIip ,tfIe Centuribn half chaced on the 8th. 
PIJom' this prize, 'information was obtained that the Spanisli 

squadron 
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squadron uDder Admiral Pizarro had wb(~ly lailed in their 
attempt to get into the South &a, that two of the largest ship. 
bad been loot, aDd tbat the remainder had put back to 13I'<IIil. 
On this intelligence, the Commod()fC determined to divide hi. 
force; and 011 getting back to Juan Fernandez, he dispatched 
tbe 1'ryal Sloop to cruise off Va/parailo. On the 19th, he fol­
lowed in the C~nturioD, accompanied by the Monte Carmelo 
prize equipped for a cruiser witb the guns of the Anna Pink, 
and a crew under the co~mand of Lieutenant Saumarez. 'rbe 
Gloucester not being yet ready for sea, was ordered as soon as 
.he. was able to join the Commodore off Pay/a. 

The Tryal had captured a ship with a cargo of tbe same 
kind with that of the Carmelo, but the silver 011 board ber waa 
not of more than [. 5,000 value. The mainmast of the Tryal 
was sprung, and she was otherwise much out of.repair; and as 
her prize was a good sailing vessel and in good condition, the 
Commodore ordered the Tryal to be abandoned, and her 
officers and crew to establish themselves OIl board the prize, 
which he commissioned by tbe name of the Trya!'s Prize; aod 
!lO guns were mounted in her. 

The month of October was occupied in cruising along the 
Coast of Chili, the sbips occasionally separating for Ibe beller 
chance of making captures. 

On tbe 5tb of November, they took a ship from Guayafllil 
bound for Panama, laden with variety of goods, among "hic:Ia 
were cocoa-nuts and tobacco. Mr. Peter Dennis, tbe third 
Lieutenant of the Centurion, was put in charge of this pn.e. 

The I !atb, near the LobOli,k., they captored a ship aamed 
the N uestra Seiiora del Carmen, from PtmllmtI, bound for 
Callao, laden with steel, iron, W8l<, pepper, sDuff, aDd ...... 
merchandize, tbe value of the whole to tbe Spaniard. being 
estimated at 400,000 dolla.... The alarm of the EDfIIioIt. ~iu& 
in the South &a bad spread along the coaa!, and trealUre wbicll 
had been cullected at Payl" 011 the King of Spain's account, 

1M 
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11lt1l"beeh fem""odi'tt\-P .... a, a' "W"';il . ",-~ .\ .. · U8gue!l '~in' .~' .... '3. 

11!!d~ IftIt, money '11&<1 ftIel't4lantliw·tt. .... grea. amoupt';" ,.~ ," '" 
phtll ': ill!6 A,iati", ' g9!Jds; belong;ng"to' .indil'idua!o; ,._.ine.t No ... ,,,,,,. 

IIJBkat ·inthe Custom-house and i .. warehou,,,,,_t 'Paye"" ... Tbe ' 0",10< 
~. ~~ ""t>tlllmen hlld· puHn there, by whioh·means theComDlodore p,.". 
b!!ti4.ft\\ infurme\l ·of the above cireum8taace." and he .deter-
mPfttd' to' eI1deavour 10 surprise the town .. 

''At' 'J ethat night, being within five leagues 01 the land, three 
b'oafs with ~8 men ... ere sent under the command ofLieulemtnt 
Brett, with whoRl went Lieul .... ant8 Dennis 'and Hughes, and 
Mr. Keppel (afterwards Admiml' Lorn KQppel) then a Mid-
sllljinlan. They ' entered the · Bay qf Payta before daylight. Pavia 

St)rnc 'oI the ·crew ijf a vessel at anchor gM'e ularm "; but the surpl:ilii(:d. 

hbit!s'feached tbeilhore."sMn aftll', ·that·the 'inhabitants had 
t1IIt . time to recover from th" sU'prise·· so a, ; to collect· fur 
dt1'en"",i '>1 "to · _e milch of 'value,,, 'Itre, fort, which bad 
nelthe,"ditoh nMfflit..",ort.. ",as ttba'lidOft<ld.' .'Hie ·Govem ... ·8nd 
Jm'l'd.Y;tbeft"' l\e,,~ llIltmed,' narroWly ""'"'ped being ma.Ii> 
p;mne;;;; · h.vi"~' ~o littl~ notice 'of tbeerlemybeing hin(lod, 
that the lady, it i, related, was camed 'olf m her shift by ·tJVo 
SpfInilih·.<>ldiers· .• ' Saine shOt welelired .. &Om the gallery ""i1le 
~hiIt's IIoUf~; "'hich kil~ '()oo·,()f·*We Centurioh'", MOD, 

and wounded two others. In the mornlQ8,' tI.o Englioh .... 
.tnellllW!ll··ihtlie' pOt1!, 
'"'N-b ih!1li ... ere· · bl!ctlpiedill'~mbllrltinghl>lmNIe!\.'lvhirih'_"; _a <if'eom' .... dplate;· in vlAue alo>iJUt.![. ilgj{)CIO;'-~"""i' 
t~iaiid' blllletr df fine' fu .. ", r be!idell 'whloh,IWlgii' """7': 
JINf"tWbj,\'>'j5rovl'sllfftlll "",m' f()und lin "grtat" itiMIdaue., .... d a 
illIl'ic WiI~nt1W'tiI;t.pMt ladelf With Sram,h blllftli ~nd WIne. 

, - 'in 
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In pillaging the houses a quantity of rich clothing w., 
found, which the c-sptors were uDwiJling to If'ave hehind, and 
as a convenient as well as triumphant mode of conveyance, 
they put them on, either in lieu of, or over, their own jackets 
and lrowsers, without regarding for which sex they had been 
intended. Their ludicrous and motley appearance in these 
habiliment, has been mnde the subject of a humourous 
print. 

The Spaniards would not ransom, and on the afternoon of 
the 15th, the Commodore ordered the town to be set on fu'e, 
with the exception of two churches which stood separate from 
the houses. Five vessels of .ix wbich were in tbe port shared 
the like fate, and the sixth was kept as a tender. Mr. Langdon, 
" Midshipman, in one of the Centurion's boats, took a balsa 
Inden with dried fisb. 

The damage sustained by the Spaniards at Payt. was esti­
mated by tbe English at a million aad " half of dollars, which 
must have been by the destruction of mercbandise; .s the 
town consisted only of about 150 houo .. witbout upper stories, 
the walls built of split cane and mud, and the roofs of 
thfttching. 

Pascoe Thomas remarks that ' Pay til i8 very unhappily 
, .ituated, for they have no water but what i. brought from 
, several leagues distance, and they are obliged to keep large 
I quantities by them in earthen jars, not only fortheir own usc, 
, but for olnps "hich touch here. They are in the 18me ca.e 
••• to> grolin and ""gt'tables; and lie 80 OpeD to an enewy, 
, that the town has often been taken and ruined; Lut tbe con­
, venieney of the port overbalnnc ... aU other con8ideration .. ' 
Much of the fresh water used nt Payt. is brougbt in balaas 
from an Indian town two or three leagues distant to tloe,NOItb,. 

"",rd, called Colan. '1'hi. water ;,. whitish, and of dis~abl<> 
appearance; but it is ",okoned wholesome, and i. OILid to run 
th""'gh 1ft"!,, wooGo« .l1IIIp,nilla, with wlW:h it is .., ... ibjy 

il1lprepated. 
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impregnated.- During the time that the English were in pos- c It.·\)' . 3. 

session of the town, the slaves of the Spaniards crept in by ~ 
stealth in the dark, and carried away jars of water for their ~o\'cl1lbcr. 
maslers. Some negroes were taken in this employment, and. In PaYllI. 

several others deserted from the Spaniardst desiling to serre un 
board the British ships, whrre they were gladly accepted. 

The Commodore released he.., 88 prjsone,., 81llong whom 
were some females of distinction. 

Some of the plunder taken at PayJa not being thrown ioto 
the general stock, gllve dissatisfaction to tho.e alllong the ship, 
eompanies who had not been employed 011 shore, who reasoned 
that the pefllOnal danger incurred in attaeking the town, had not 
been a matter of choice, but of obedience to tht..- order of supe­
rior. ; and that if permitted, every mall would have gone on the 
landing party, in preference to heing left in care of the ships. 
Disputes on this head ..... re terminated by the Commodore 
deciding, that all plunder should be regarded as belonging to 
the general stock, and be shared in the same manner as otller 
prize money or good .. 

The second day aftor leaving Payt.., the Gloucester joined 1711 •• 

the Commodore with two pri.ae~t having on board coin aud 
plate to the value of £.18,000. Two horses were in one of these 
prizes. which heing in good condition, shared the fale of oxen. 

TiN! Commodore now directed his course for New Spam, h.s 
in.telltian being to cruise near the Cape of California for .. Manila 
ship, which was expected. Ooe of the prize ves,els was sent to 
examine at the Isle of Pl.ta for fresh water, but none was 
round. 

Frem this place to the Island Qui"', tbey had Westerly winds D"",mL ... 

witb heavy rains. On December the 5th the Centurion aod hhmd , QUlOO. 
tbe other .hips aochored in a bay on the East side of Quibo, 
where they obtaioed fresh water, green turtle, monkies, and 

guanoes: 
',' $ • 

• "am,.. 
I £ 
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~ guanoes: herds of deer were seen, but only two were kiJlecl# 
174 1. Quibo 18 covered with trees; nevertheless few birds were 

lkcl'lIIocr. seen, except of the parrot kind. The mackaws were in pro .. 
hlnnd cligious flights. It was reported that there were tigers in 

Qiliho. 
the woods, also serpents of a kind called the fiying snake. 
Lussan has related that two buccaneers were killed at Qui"" 
by the bite of serpents; the sea shore likewise is infested with 
alligators. 

At the anchorage at Quibo the weather was fine, hut to sea­
ward there appeared continually a dark sky; and on putting 
again to sea, which was done on the 9th, they came into rains 
and unsettled weather: the winds for the most part Westerly. 
On the 101h, they took a small vessel with salt, and about 
£.40 in small silver money, intended for the purchase or pro­
visions at Cheripe for the Panama market. 

' j.p Their progress NWward wa~ much too slow to suit their 
J!lIHmrJ' design upon the Manila ship. On the 28th of January, they 
On lilt" 
Cua~t (If made the coast of Ne'ltl Spain Westward of Acapulco, and the 

New ~IMI!I. Commodore spread his ships to command an extensive look-
out. A current was found setting to the Westward along the 
coast, at the rate of 15 miles in 24 hours. 

On F~bru.ry the 12th, the Centurion's barge was sent to recon· 
uoitre near the shore, and after a week's absence she returned 
with a fishing canoe and three negroes, from whom it was 
learnt, that the Manila ship arrived at Acapulco on the 9tbof 
.Janllary. AI.o, that she was preparing to return to M.nila, and 
that the 14th of March was the day fixed for her departure. 

It was believed that this .hip would sail as richly laden from 
New Spain .s from the PhiJippines, and the Commodore deter­
mined to remain on the look-out Deaf Acapulco, proposing to 
take .uch a position a. should prevent his ships being seen from 

Commt'l cc the land. 
N~w~ I'~in The commerce between the Philippine Island. and NetIJ Spa;IJ, 

.,,,1 ,F.. according to the information obtaiDed by Mr. Wlllter, employed 
]'htllpplllC 

blaudll. one 
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one ship, in some years two. They generally sailed from ~~ 
Manila. in July, Rnd arrived at Acapulco about the end, or 174':: . 

early in the beginning, of the year. This limited trade was On the, 

carved into small monopolies. The ships always belonged to N~:~~)~:n. 
the Crown, and the tonnage was allotted in grants of privilcgc~ 
for a specified number of bales of a prescribed size. Some of 
these grants ""'ere bestowed on convents and religious houses 
at Manila, principally as <loDations towards the support of 
missions for the propagation of the Faith. The granb were 
transferable, Hnd were fr<'quently sold. It was not unusual 
for persons to purchase grants who were not rich enough to 
make the mOlt advantage of them with0Ut borrowing; in which 
ca.~€', the convents would lend money upon jnt~rest. This was 
called. bottomry. Among the Ealit India goods sent from 
Manila, it is said that 50,000 pairs of silk stockings went anDU" 

ally to Me,t'ico and PeTit, and that on this account, femonstrances 
were made to the Court of Spai" against permitting the King-
dom of Mexico to trade with the Philippine Islands or with 
China, to the prejudice of the silk manufactories of J'alencia. 
It was also believed that the Manila trade rendered both Mr.Tico 
and Peru less dependent upon Spain for supplies than thoy 
ought to be ; and these considerations hau so much influenc(', 
that at one time it was contemplatpd to suppress aU commerce 
between the Spanish possessions in America, and the Phiiippillt.: 
Island., or the East IndiCl. 

The English squadron, consisting of the Centurion, the Glou­
cester, nnd three armed prizes, continued cruisillg to the West­
ward of Acapulco according to the plan adopted. The wealher 
was fine, and turtle were caught every day. A. the time drew 
near that the galeon was expected, the Commodore stationed 
boats to keep midway between the ship" and the land during the 
day, and to make nearer approach to the entrance of the harbour 
in tbe night. By some accident, however, one of the English 
boats was perceived by tbe Spaniards, and being very different 

from 
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from the canoes and boats in use upon that coast, alarm was 
taken, and the sailing of the galeon was s(lIpped for that year. 

Towards the end of March, the Commodore entertained 
little doubt of what was the fact, and the .hips being in want 
of fresh water, he left a boat bndcr Lieutenant Hughes to 
watch otr Acapulco, and sailed with the ships for Chequeta ... 

, There is a beach of sand which extends I ~ leagues West­
, ward from the harbour of Acapulco, against which the sea 
, breaks with violence. The land adjacent to this beach is low, 
o full of villages and thickly planted with trees. On some 
, eminences were look-out towers. The face of the country 
, affords an agreeable prospect, for the cultivated part extends 
, some leagues back from the shore, where it is bounded by a 
, chain of mountains. Yet along this extent of coast, though 
, the land appeared populous and well planted, there wa. not 
, seen either boat, fishing canoe, or olher embarkation.' 

, Five miles Westward of the end of this beach there ·i. " 
fill t'nl( rmg , hummock, which at first makes like an Island, and is not 
('t1t'out'tlln 

HnrLuur. 'unlike in ~hape to the Hill of Petaplan, but is smaller. 'fhree 
, miles Westward of the hummock is a white rock lying near the 
, shore, which cannot easily be passed unobserved. It is about 
, a ouarter of a mile from the main Jand, and lies in a large bay 
I which is about nine Jeagues over. The Western part of the bay 
• is the Hill of Ptiapian, which also makes like an Island, but iff 
, in reality a peninsula, being joined to the Continent by a Jow 
• narrow Isthmus. The Bu.y of Pe/aptan i. part of tbe Bay if 
o Soguataneo, "hich extend. a great way We.twRrd of the Hill 
o of Petapum. About half a league Westward /Tom the Hill '!/ 
• Po/apia,. is an assemblage of rocks, which are white from the 
• excrement of biM., and are called the Whit. Friorl. Between 
o them Rnd the main i. good depth of water, 15 fat.hom. iD mid­
, channel. Seven miles to the W",tward of the roeb liea .tbe har-
o hour of CheqwtON, which i •• till Dlore minutely diRingui.hed 
o by a large siogle Rook, Of: small ltw!~, of,. _,.,note height, 

~ whit'!h 
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C which lies before the middle of the harbour, bearing from tile 
, enhance S f \V, and distant half a league. The harbour is 
, little more than a mile deep to the innermost. part. The 
, entrance is about half a lIlile broad, the two points forming 
, it bearing from each other N'V and SE., <Hal there b good 
C depth of water ill all parb, from 1 1 fathoms to foUl' fathoms 
, close in shorl'. In the approach to this harbour whil!)l in 
, deep water, the bottom was found rocky wlth some sand; 
, but when tbe depth was under 24 Jathoms, th''': bottom was 
, coarse sand and small stones. The Centurion anchored in 
, the harbour in II fathoms, soft lUUG; and moored, a whole 
, cable on each andlOr, the outer points of the harbour bcar­
, iog WS\V t \r and ShE, and tlie rock before the ('ntrance 
• SlJW. There i; gooJ dq.th 011 cach side of the Rock·: In the 
samly bays within the harbour were fuund great variety of 
line shells. 

C/,equetan was an unquid port at this time, a swell setting ill 
from ~ea, whicu made much surf on the shore. Mr. "Valter 
remarks, that here is no dangrr of bad weather from the middle 
"f October to the l>t:ginniug of May. 

The ships watf'rf>d from a sllHlII lagullc or Jake ncar the 
Eabtern end of a beach, so concealed h.v woods, that it 
required fItOme search. to discover it. The farthe!' from thc 
sea the fresher and softer was the water; but notwilh~tanoii.!{J' o 
the utmost care and pains the water taken bC'fC proved bad, 
hell1~ not ouly bracki~h: but in a short time brecdlllg in it a 
great number of worms. A Spanish Table uf Situations which 
I)aecoe Thomas has printed at the end of Lis Journal. pla<.:cs 
Chequ.tan ·56 minutes of latitude to the North, and l ' ~£' of 
longitude to the 'Vest of Acapulco. The variation was ob crved 
3' 30' Ea.ter!y; and the rise and {aU of tbe tide about Ji.e fect 
perpendicular. 

~'he 

'. Parc' t Tllomlll, p, 114 &:. 1trJ. And H'a/lcf's Narra(jvt , Book JI, Chap. 1'1, 

..mete it siveD II. plan of the harbour. 
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COMMODORE GEORGE ANSON 

The day after the Centurion anchored, a detachment of 
40 men was sont into the cauntr)', to cndea,·our to discover 
some town or village. They marched 16 or 1 S miles, the nrst 
ten in a frequented road, but found neither town, village, nor 
habitation, although the grounds were cultivated. They met 
one man on horseback, who was so near them before he per­
ceived his danger, that in tho IlIIrr.y of his ,,"cape he dropped 
his hat and a pistol. Some squadrons of horsemen 'Were after­
wards .een hovering about in the neighbourhood of Chequetan, 
and the Commodore's cook straggling int.o the woods fell into 
the hands of the Spaniards, and was sent prisoner to the City 
of Merico. By a quick succession of adventures he found 
his wny to Londoli, in time to gi,"e there the first authentic 
account of the English Squadron having arrived in the 
South &a. 

It was now the Commodore's intention to Jeave the American 
coaot; but the boat which had been left oft' Acapulco under 
Lieutenant Hughes, had not as directed joined the CODlmo­
dore at Chequeta .. ; and it waa apprehended she had fallen into 
tbe hands of the Spaniards. The pri.eo which had been kept 
as tenders were no longer wanted for that purpo~e, and WCI'e 

therefore cleared and destroyed. On the £sth, the Centurion 
and GJooce5ter, the two remaining ships of the squadron, saiJed 
from C~q"eta" Eastward along the coast, to look for th~ 

cutter. 
Mar· On May the £<1, being lIear Acapulco, the Commodore sent 

a letter by some prisoners, to the Governor, proposing to release 
all the prisoners in his possession, and a number of n.egroC1l, in 
exchange for the officer and crew of tbe ·Centurion's cuUer. 
On the 5th, in the forenoon, before an .an&\\'er had alTived 
from the Governor of Acapulco, a boat was .een to the Eaat­
ward, which proved to be the long missing cutter, .. ith Lieu­
tenant H ughe. Bnd hi. p""ple. The great length of their cruise 
had been caused at lint by currents whicll set tbem to the 

Eaatwud; 
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Eastward; and afterwards by the want of fresh water, which in- ('11 A P •• 1. 

uuccJ them to run farther Eastward in search of a supply; hut ---..--
174'1. 

in 80 leagues they found no place where they could land. Pro- Ma,,.. 

videntially, they were relieved by a fall of rain, and the last two 
uay~ there was a change of wind ano current in tilt'ir favour 
for returning Westward. 

On rel'overing the cutler, the Commodore ft.-leased his 
Spanish and] ndian prisoners, giving them two pnze launches 
and provisions for their subsistence to Panama; and Immediately 
{JU their departure, made sad from the American coast. with the 
GJoucestf!T in company, foJ' China. 

The next day, May the 6th, they lost sight 01 the Mountains 
of .fl'le.1'ico; but instead of the gClJcrai trade wind e,'"pt'cted, 
they had, both in the llTltupdiate IlClghbourhood of the Ame­
rican coast, and to a l"()nsiderabl(~ distance from it, 'Vc'iterly or 
unsettled winds, with rain nllt! thunder storms. At the Jistanee" 
of 30 leagues from the land, they ccased to see turtit.'; bUl took. 
many fish, as skipjacks and albacores. At the end of forty Jay!-
they had not ~d\'anced more than 600 leagues on iheir pas~ag:(', 
and symptoms of the SCllfvy appeared among: the (T(-'WS. 

During the latter half of June and for the greater parI of .J"ly, 
they had the trade winri, but it was so light that th<'y seldom 
advanced more than a degree in the .24 hours . 

Pa~~ag~ 
rrom 

Nt'w ~rai" 
to IIII' 

Latlronl'~. 

.July the 10th, thn'e gannets and some sea wCf'd were set-n, I ll il ll'allOlI" 

by which it was supposed that they were ncar SOllie Island. l') V'! "~ 
Iw:rr Land, 

Their latitude on that day at noon was 12° 50' N, nnd longitude JalllUdt, 
12" jI)f N. 

by reckoning 70~ "Vest of AcapulclJ. In the latter part of July long, frolll 

they had again variable winds, and were nl1.1ch retarded by the <..iftl"lIwif'h 

h GI h· I I' f I k '70
• w. slow sailing of t e oucester, W Ie I s up was requent y ta en 

In tow by the Centurion. 
The people now feU down daily wilh the scurvy, and the 

unfortunate experience of this voyage furnished opportunity to 
compare the effecls of a cold and of a warm dima!e UPOll that 
diaense. In the p ...... ge round Cape Horne the scorbutic patients 

VOl .. V. K ,uffered 
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ell ... r 3', suffered from scarcity of water, and in this passage frum the bad-
1742. ness of the water taken at Cht!quetall; but rains gave them some 
July. relief in this particular, and a circurn~lance in thiR tropical pas­

Passage sage which might have been expected to have been efficacluus 
Ne!ro~atn in stopping the progress of the disease, was, thllt they caught 

La
'dothe albacores, honctas, and dolphins, in such numbers 8S often to 

cones. . 
serve the whole of the crews. The provisions in their remaining 
store were in a corrupted or decayed stale. The JournaJi5ts 
however, were both of opinion, that being a long time at sea 
was as great a promoter of the scurvy as 6ubsi!lting upon 
decayed provision!o.; that' the sleams ansing from the ocean 
• rendered the air through which they were diffused ill adapted 
, for supporting the life of terrestrial animals;' and that.' in 
, some instances the prevention or cure of this malady is 
• impossible to he ellected by any management, or by the 
, application of any remedies which can be made use of at sea: 
A regulation was established by Captain Mitchel in tbe Glou­
cester, which in cases of sickness or of distress from scarcity of 
provisions IS well worth adopting. Some of tbe crew who best 
under!oltood fishing, were employed, as B mUlter of duty, to 
fish for the whole ;hip" comp.l,y, the sick to be first provided 
for: if other persons desired to fish, tbey were permitted only 
on condition that whaten'r they caught bhouJd be on the 
general account. 

Finding the disorder to rncrease, notwitluitanding all Il,e care 
that could be taken, trial was made of Dc. Ward's pill. on some 
of tbe patients. 'l'hos. who took them seemed to be a little 
easier for" day or two, but tbey always relapoed and became 
.. orse tban before; which i. not to be wondered at, the sea 
scurvy being in this ca ... , and indeed generally, produced by 
bad provisions and ocarcity, by which the body i. in too illlpo­
verished a state to endure farther exhaostion. • Befor .. t quit 
, this subject: says Thomas, ' I shall endeavour to remove a 
• prejudice by which persons under tbis amiction have loog 

• severely 
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, severely and unjustly sufl~red, which is, a belief that none but 
, the idle and indolent are ever sick of the scurvy; and thiH 
t opinion has caused many sufie-rers to endure more from their 
4 commanding officers than from the di!itemper itself; being 
, orivcll to do their duty when incapable, and sometimes when 
• ready to e.pire; with the epithets of lazy and sculkillg he­

stowed Oil them. OUT e:xperience abundantly t{'stified that 
• continuance of labour instead of curing only helps to kill the 
, sooner·/ 

It wa. observed in this passage, that the fi.h took the bait 
more readily in rain, or in showery, than in fair weather. The 
Gloucester had constantly greater success in fi~hing than the 
Centurion ; for which difference no cause is as"ignf'd. But it 
has been frequently found by ships sailing in company, and 
especially bef.,..e coppering the bottoms was '0 general a custom 
as it is at pl'f'Sent, that the hottom which was most conspicuous 
in the water (fur example, that which is called the white boot 
top, which i. a brood brigbt white streak exlJending along the 
hull just above and below Il,e water hne), has attracted fi.h in 
greater numbers than darkroloured bottoms, which have passed 
au without a fish being seen near them ~ probably owing to 

their Dot being .een by 8 fish. This is worth attending bo in 
.hips .ailing between the Tropics. 

67 
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PasSMgc 
from 

New Spain 
to the 

Ladrones . 

The Gloucester had long been leaky. On August the 15t.~ , ,\ugo,!. 
.he put forth signals of distress. At this time, the llClln'y had so 
much increased in both the ships, that scarcel!)' a cia,. """"ed 
without five or six men being carried· off by it. The Glouceoter 
had six tilet ..... Wr in ber hold, and in the wcakened s\:ate of ber 
crew, tbollgil assisted with men from tAe Centurion, tbe leak 
gamt'd u'PMI their endeavours. It was fouod necessary tbere- The 

t· _L..L._ h T L - _L ' , and h Oluu., ,,,, ore to HUaDu~ or.. 1m "lIp S company., sue 'stores as abandollcd. 

"""Id be saved and received, were taken iAto the Lon1lurjon, 
and 

' ~ISmollct bas exllttlj 'de!lCribed thii ~ind. of <tige;plinc sud its dfe<:t!l in CapUlin 
O:a.na'l.hip. 

K 2 
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t!1I A. 1'. :~ . aull 011 the 15th uf August, sIle was set 011 fire, having til her -------, 
1742. prize goods to thl' \'aluc of many thou~ntl pounds, and 40 cask 

Augusi. of brandy, which they were unable to save. 
P~:.~ng(' As the Centurion approached the Ladrrmes, the winds proved 
from. I New Spnm Westerly, which threw her out of the usual track. In t 1C 

Lal~ the evening of the !lsd, she made two of the l!dallds, and the next 
urones. 

day at noon, was within three miles of the largest of the two, 

Anat.acan 
and 

SerigKn. 

which was hilly and full of trees. The latitude by Pascoe 
Thomas was 16° 34' N. These were supposed to be the Islanos 
Anatacan and Se.rigan. Serigan appt!arcd as a high flK'k, and 
not a place where ancborage could be expected. Mr. Walter 
mentions a third Island or Rock named Fa.raro,Of, '5111all and 
very low,' which they passed within a mMe of in the night, 
without seeing. 

A boat was sent to the Island supposed to be Alia/acall, to 
look for anchorage and fresh water. No anchorage was found; 
landing was effected with difficulty; the lsI and was over-cun 
with a kind of cane or rush; there were cocoa-nut trees, but 
no ft"eSh water. This was a great disappointment to the sick, 
allayed in a small degree by a few cocoa-nuts which were 
taken off in the boat. 

In the night, the ship-was set Southward, and two days were 
spent in endeavours to get near AnatacaR again to send for 
more cocoa-nats; bot being foiled by the wind, the Commo­
dore stood for the blands to the Southward. On the morning 

26th. of tire !6th, they ..... ,. three Islands, the middle of the three 
being Tifl;"n, which 'bore .from them East. The next day the 
Centurion stood into Tinian Road, onder Spanish colotll'8. 
An Indian proa or canoe, in which were a Spaniard and four 
Indians, put off from the Island, and w,," met by the Cen­
turion's cUlter which was on her way to the shor~.· The proa 
belonged to a bark of about 15 tons, then 8t".,,,,8,,, near tbe 
sbore, which was com~ to Tinia .. to kill calde-lind hogs, and 
to jerk beef (i. <. to cure it with Bait and by d~J'ing) for tbe 

Spanisb 
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Spanish garrison at Guahan. The bark was taken possession of ~: 
by the Centurion's boat, and part of her crew made prisoners: 1742. 

the remainder escaped into the woods. In the evening, the AU~II~t 

Centurion aDchored in Tinian Road, jn 22 fathom!S, the ground At2.fj~'i~D. 
fuuI, being spots of sand interspersed with coral rockl:!. 

The ship was soon removed to cleaner anchorage nearer the The 

bhore, which however was two miles distant, and with the same Auchomge. 

depth of water; the extremes in sight of the Island bearing 
NW b Nand SE t E, and the body of Aguigall bland SSW. 
A reef of rocks Jay betwecil the Centurion and the shore, bear-
ing from her ESE t E; and the Peak of SayP"" was seen over 
the land of l'inian, NNE t E, The latitude observed by 
Thomas was 14' 58' N. 

The passage ofthe Centurion from Ne", Spain to the Ladrone 
I.la1ld, occupied twice thc length of time usually required. 
Thomas says, 'We left the Coast of Mexico on May tbe 5th, 
C two mouths later than the Spanish ships do, and we did not 
• meet with any trade wind before we were about 400 leagues 
, from the American shore: and after we had it, it blew neither 
, so fresh nor so constant as the trade winds in the Atlantic or 
• Ethiopic Sea., but was frequently interrupted by NW or SW 
, wiuds, with rains, storms, and calms, which troubled and 
• hindered u. greatly. The Spaniards .ay this sea i. very tem-
• pe.tuou. in the months of June, July, and August, and th.,v 
• have lost some rich .hip. by venturing to proceed in the IaUer 
• en',! of April; in consequence of which, the merchants procured 
• an order to be issued by the Spanish Government, that the 
• .hips from Acapulco for the E(J8/ Indies should bail on or before 
• the 1st of April: and if not then ready, that they should not 
• presume to sail till the next season: The variation of the 
compass in this navigation was, 

Near ACQPulco 
At a' West of Acapulco -
At 26' East of the Ladronu 

And at Ti1lian 

4' 0' Easterly. 
- Ii o -

II '0 

- 6 36 
CaWe 
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CHAP.;) 

17~2. 

At Tmian. 

<':OMMODORE GEORGE ANSON 

Cattle and hogs bred IV ild at Tllliau in great herd.. Mr. 
Walter ,a)"" we computed the nllmber of the cattle to be at 
least ten thousand, and they were not at all shy. Is Jarge 
thatched building to serve as " store-hou"", and some buts, had 
been erected by people who occasionally went there fj-om 
Guahan to hunt. The store-hou,e was immediately cleared of 
some packages of provisions, and converted to an hospital fOr 
the sick of the Centurion, who were landed to the number of 
128. A large penn had twenty live hogs ill it. Fowls W()re 
numerous and not difficult to catch; and ncar t1lC middle of 
the Island were two pieces of frosh water, the resort of wild 
ducks, curlews, snipes, and plovers. 

The cattle on Tiniall were mostly white with black ot' browtl 
ears. They were obtained by sbooting, and sometimes by being 
run down by the seamen. 'rhe Indians of the bark had brought 
large dogs of the mastiff and pointer breeds to assist them in 
hunting, and these dog" rendily entered into the service of new 
masters. 

Tire supplie. ofm"'t moment to the p""""'t visitors were the 
vegetables. '(:o('oa nuts were in inconooi'Vtlble quantities;' 
bread-Iruit (by the Indians called Rima), limes, oranges of the 
sweet and sour kinds, wnter-me)ons, lOme other- tropical fruits, 
and variety of wholllOome herbage, as mint, scurvy gra ... purs­
lain, &c. were in abun<i .. nce; and patches of Indian <'Orn 
were found. 

When tbtl <.:enturion first anchored in the road, some fish 
were caught, which Mr. Walter ""ys • ourfuiterl tho"" who eat 
• of them, and it wal thoognt prudent afterntds to abstain 
totally from f"h·.' 

To 

• Commodore Byron btoppeflat 'jj,wm in 1765. He rela1e5, 'several of our 
• meT! were so milch dis(')rdered by enting uf a very tine loo'king 'fi!ltl which we 
, caught herr, that their reMvery was for _ kmg time doabtfDl. The author of 
• the account of Commodore Amou'" v0fil.ie say', the people on board the CeD­
, tution thought It prudent to llblltaiu from fish, as the few which they caught at 
• Ihelf first amval ,uifelted Ihose who eat of them. B"Ut not attending 5ufliciently 

• 10 
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To the crew ofthe Centurjon, Tinian was an earthly paradise. ~ 
On the day, however, that the ship anchored and the day 1/4" 

which next f()lIowed. more men died than on any hvo days At Tinian. 

preceding. This jncreased mortality seems to have been occa-
sioned by agit.ation of mind at the near prospect of relicf. In 
those two days they buried twenty-oDe men. About ten more 
proved past recovery. The rest found such immediate benefit 
from tht change of diet and the land, that at the end "f a week 
they were out of danger, and some were <!uite re,~overed. 

It is proper. however, to speak of )Jollie ineODvcllicnces 
expericlIced at Tintan. HfOre were no rUlluing streams. The 
lsland depended upon the rains for fresh water, which W8.~ 

found only in pools or ponds; and in the cour~(l of the different 
seasons the water varier; much both in quantity and quality. 
At this time, water was to. be obtained every where by digging, 
good aDd near the surface. The Island swarmed with rats, who 
were bold aud familiar; flies, moskitocs, and an iuscct called 
the tick, ",,'ere numerous and tormenting. The tick, if not 
perceived and removed in time, wou-ld bury its head under the 
skin and raise a painful inflammation. JI1 the woods \fere scor~ 
pions and centipedes, but no mjury was sustained frOID them. 

The repa.irs wanted for the CeDtturiun were taken ill hand 
according to usual course. and one of the Indian pr; :i~ncR who 
was by trade a carpenter, eutt-red 8:t purt of' her crcw. By ihf' 
middle of September many recovered lUeli hud returued to the St'ptcmlJn. 

~hip. The weather now began to be ",,·e1 aud squally. On the 
~ 1st, It blew a 1I1il"d gale from tho Eastward, which caused 
a great. "'" to corne into the road round th. South end of 
Tinian. A strong tade runs between 'j'inia1t and the !tIDal! Island 
Aguigall, bettiog in a SSE and NNW directIOn, but the SSE 

tide, 

.< to this cautioll,lllMlloOha.r..ily tuing the word lJuifeil in itslitcflliulld common 
• acceptatiool we imagined that Couunodore ADs\Ju'!I UleD were maUl' ~ick b.y 
I ee.ting too much. All of our people wbo ta'itcd l!.iolo filth {'at &l.arillgly. yet they 
• were all soon afterward, dangerously ill." Com11l(}(/vre R!lron's rO.'1fJf.:e round 
tAt World, p.l!/:O. 
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.~ H A. P. ~. tide, which is the tide of flood, was fuund to be the longest and 
1742. the strongest. Thomas remarks, that· contrary to the conilnon 

September. phenomena of the tides, at the quartering of the moon. the 
~fe~u~il,~~l!s r tide at Tinian rose and fell eight feet perpendicularly, ,~hich 
at Tinian. 'was two feet more than the rise ancI fall at the full and 

'change.' A South 'Vest wind occasioned the tides to risc 
much ahO\'c their usual leveJ. 

lht. In the afternoon of the ~lst, the small bowel' cable of the 
Centurion broke; but tbe ship was brought up and rode fallt 
hy the best bower. In the evening, the tide set strong to wind· 
ward: the long-boat which bad been fastened by a rope to the 
stern, was forced under the ship's counter, and there being 
much 8Wen, she was overset and broken to pieces; the boal­
keeper was saved with difficulty. In the night, the cable of tbe 
best bower anchor parted. Another ancbor was immediately 
dropped. but it did not bold the ship, and she was driven out 
to sca. 

The Commodore was on shore,with several of the officers, 
the sick peopl~. and men attending th~ watering and wooding. 
amoun,ing in the whole to 11 i men; a number rather greater, 
it io remarked, than that oftbe people who ..,ere ill the sbip; by 
wbich it appea .... that of the original crews of tbe rour ships, 
Centurion, GloucCllter; 'l'ryal Sloop, and Anna Pink, consisting 
of 900 men at the time of leaving EIIgimuJ. not quite one fourth 
remained alive, now cotnposing the comJl'lny of the single ship 
the Ct:nturion. 

On tbe !Ntt. the ~torm abated; but there w,," reason to 
apprehend that tile Centurion would not b. able to regain her 
station. and that she might be dri"Vcn wholly from tbe Island. 
To be prepared for such an e"ent, the Commodore imme­
diately set to work to lengtben the prize bark. to make her 
capable of carrying the present company to Macao. The smith's 
forge had been taken vn shore. but without the bello ... , wbicl. 
necessary part they lIIade shift to supply by bullocks hides and 

the 
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the barrel of a musket. Teuts had been erected on shore, which I'll AI>. 3· 
~ 

with the sails and furniture in the bark were sufficient for her 174 ~. 
sailing equipment. The Island furnished jerked heef, old cocoa- AtTmliJl1. 

nuts, and other requisites for sea provisions. 
October the 5th, two Indian·built proas approachcd the Octob". 

Island. The Centurion's people kept out of sighl, in hope, 
they would come to land; but after remaining two hours 
within a quarter of a mile of the shore, they sailed away to ~ 
Southward. 

On the 8th the prize bark was sawed asunder, and the two 
parts were placed at the propooed dlOtance from each other 
for lengthening her: On the 1 Dth, howcver, which was Sunday, 
they had the satisfaction to descry their sillp In the ofling. A 
boat was dispatched to her with provisions and a reinforcement 
of men, and tbe next day she anchored in the road. On the 
13th, shp. was again driven to sea, bu.t recoycred the anchorage 
again on the 17th. 

The tents, stores, and people were now embarked with all 
expedition. By a very extraordinary accident two of the men 
employed in the watering lost thcir lives. The casks were filled 
at a well dug at some distance from the sea shore, and were 
not rrmoved as loon as filled; the consequence of which was, 
that the weight at the edge of the well accumulated. till the 
soil, which was only sand, gave way. and tbe ca.k. rolling down, 
the two men who were dipping water, were bruised to death or 
suffocated. 
Th~ Eastern mOllsoon had set ill and began to produce a 

favourable change in the weather. One of the first good effects 
apparent from this was a decrease in the Dumber of flies, mos­
quitos, &ad other insects. Preparatory to sailing, a man from 
each mess W88 employed to gather a sea stock of berbage and 
oranges. 

Mr. Walter has given a description of the flying proa of the 
bdrone blands, in which IS to be observed some marks of 

Vo L. V. L European 

Flying 
Proa. 
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European improvemoot in the support given to the mast, and 
in the use of the puUey. In other respects, MI'. Walter's 
descrjption does not materiaily Jitlcr from that giveu hy Dam .. 
pier. It is mentioned that an experiment was m'ade at 
Portsmouth <subsequent to ComllJodote Anson's Voyage) with 
a proa built there in imitation of the Lath'one proa, and that 
her swiftness was wonderful; but the rate of her sailing is not 

· ;"ed. 
sJl~~~.. . 

Tit/ialt is said ilJ ~:.."!y~ formerly contained 30,000 IIlhabitants. 
At the time the Centurion was there, marks were frc~h of the 
Island having b"cn once fully peopled. ' Ruins of buildings 

were scell in all parts. The-y usually consisted of' two rows of 
, pyramidal pillars, each pillar being about six fect ii'om the 
, next, and the di<;ranf'c hetween the rows about twelve teet. 
, The pillars "ere ahuut five feet sqnare at the bast' and thir .. 
, teen teet high, and on the top of each was U sCl1Ii.globc with 

the flat surface upwa1'd". The whule of the pillars and semi­
, globe is soliel, being ('ompl>sco of ~and and stone cemented 
, together and plaistered over".' 

The equal height of the pillars nnd shape of the capitals 
exp1ain that thl'Y were oeHigu('d for lodging a floor or platform, 
and for preventing the ascent of rats and other noxious vermin. 
III many parts of the East II/dies the inhabitants iHlVC houses 
elevated upon pillars for their residence during the rainy sea­
sons, or in low situations. In tJJC voyage of Magalhanes, the 
city of Bornt'o, containing Hlany thousand inhabitauts, is 
described to consjst of houses resting upon po~t!' which were 
washed by the tid •. The I,adrone Islanuers might derive the 
custom eltAer from the East Indies or from similar necessity. 
The pillan; at Tinian were in a style of grandeur surpassing any 
thing which has been seen in the dwellings of the natives of tbe 
more Eastern hlands of the 8o"tlt Sea. The kindness of II. 

friend, 

• lfafter' ~ Narrulil1t~, llook lU, Chap. 2. 
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friend, not profes:,ionnlly an artist, ha!ll contributed to the present ,{' H"'~ 
account of Commodore Anson's \'o'yage a representation of 174 '2. 

the ruins at Tiniau, designed and executed by him after the 
description giv~n by Mr. Walter. 

l>etrifactions were found at 'l'iniall of substances of varions 
kinds, but chiefly 01' tIte \'(~g('tablc. The Island Gllrzltan is selid 
to have contained at this time 4,000 inhabitants; Hnd on the 
Islnnd Rota. were about 250 Indians, placed there ttl cuiti\ate 
rice filr the garrison at Gllalul1I. 

It is remarked that in the whole range of the Ladrollc 
I.~/allds thf're is not nne good harbour, The Rond at 1'i"ian is 
reckollcd insecure from tIle middle of J lIllC to the middle 
of October. The rest of the year is geuerally a season of settled 
weather. 

October the ~ 1 st, the Centurion sni\('d from Tillian for China. 
November the 3d, she passed the two Jslands of Bote! Tobago 
Xima. Mr. 'Valter sa'ys ' the first, is a small islet or rock lying 
five or six miles due ERst of the other.' The old Dutch charts 
as weB as later charts lay clown the smaller Island in a dircc~ 
tion nearly SE. from the larger. 

The Centurion pa~sed to the South of the Vele R.ete Rock." 
some of which appeared ' as high out of water' as a ship's hull. 
, They are environed on all sides with breakers, and there is a 
• shoal stretching from them at least a mile and a half to the 
, Southward-, 

November the 5th, they made the coast of China, and the 
next morning were in the midst of a throng of fi~hjng boats, 
lJupposed to be not so few as 6,000 within their view. A pilot 
was wanted, and the ship pas~ed many of the boats so 
close as to touch them, but no signs of invitation, though made 
with the ofter of dollars held out, could prevail 011 a 'ingle 

Chinaman 

• Walter, Bvok Ill, Chap, 6. 
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eRA r. 3· of war) would at that time, under similar circumstances have 
~.--' 

1743. acted in the like manner. 
A, MaC<lo. The ship's company of the Centurion whilst she la.r in the 

Typo, was strengthened by the entering of 23 men, part Las-
Ap,ii. cars. Between the 1st ann 151h of April, the change of the 

monsoon took place with much stormy weather, heavy rain"t 
and' terrifying claps of thunder and flashes of lightning;' after 
which time, the Westerly monsoon was regularly set in. 

19th . On the 19lh, the Centurion put to seD, with 227 men on 

board. The Commodore now made known to them that it was 
his intention to sail to the Philippine Islands, to cruise near 
them for the Manila ship from New Spain. He remarked that 
as the sailing of the Acapulco ship had been stopped the I're­
cpding year, on account of the English being on the coast of 
New Spain, there was good reason to expect that this year two 
ships would be sent. 

This oetermiuatiuu is a strung: iU!:Itance of patient perseverance, 
and it was seconded with cheerfulness by the ship'. company, 
who, notwithstanding an absence of S 1 months from Eug/and 
and witnessing the death of 50 many of their companions, 
entered with eagerness into the views of their commander. 
, The Commodore's speech,' say~ Thomast • was received by 
• the people with great joy, for we knew him to be a person of 
, consummnte pnulenr.e, and that he would not rnshly uDder­
• take a wild lI"""e chace.' 

M.y. The course was directed Eastward. May the £d, they made 
the South end of lomlO,a, and on the 5th, saw the Northern­
most of the range of the Islands by Dampier named the 
Ba.hee.; at the same time the Island Botel Tobago Ximo was 
seen in the opposite direction, ann by the observations then 
mane was remarked to be situated from the Northem &Mu 
NNW ; and their distance asunder was estimated to be ~O' 
leagues. • 

The £oth, they came in sight of Cape E'piritu Stmto. the NE 
Cape 



nOUN!) TIn: \\'(JIlLIl. 

Cupe of the Island Samal, in latitude', according to Thollimi, 
laO 3fl N. .1\.1 1'. 'ValIer gives the ialit ude of t he ('({Pi', 12° 40' N. 

Near the Cape the C('nlnrioll cJ'ui-;cd a month without any 
strange v('ssel beil1g tern. It iJad bee'n ('!lciCil\'OlllTd io pn'scl'vc 
a station \000 distant li'om the land itS to pn'\'('nt the "hip heing 
then(;c (lisccrJlcd ; but oncr, bv illdranglll of tide' ill the night, 
!ihc came considcrahly wililin the prclpo"t·cl houlJ(iary. and flews 
of her hring Oil the COil'\l reacilt'd Jlltmifn. 11 wa') I lnl hO\\'{!\'cr 
~m easy mClttt~r for the SpalJi.<1I'd ... \0 ('olltriH' JlH' Hlh Ihat ... houlll 
have any prolmhle chanrc of (,olllnHml('atill~ \\ 'll"llin!..~ or notic..'C' 
to a ship on Ilf'r passage from Amerim: aud It d()l.'~ n')t appear 
that it wa, altempteci. 

On the 20th of .Jlloe, nt sllnri~lC', J\lr. CIHlrl(-'~ J)roby, mid­
shipman, "ho had the look-mIt at the lopma .. t Jlf'arl, called ont 
, a sRil to windward' (which wao; to the SE). She WHS 50011 

after ircn from lhe cleck, coming down btfore the 'wind towards 
the Centurion. 

As hRd heen conjC'ctllff'cI, two ship<i wcre sent this :Wil,;on 
from Nail Spoitt; and no enC'rn.v hcin!;appn·hended. they were 
altowed to sail spparately. The first, in (,OIl!U'f)lIl'ncc of the 
former detention, wag rrally alld had d£'parted ti'om Acnpuh'Q 
considerably earlier than the customary time. The ship !low 
seen was the lurgest and the latest, and was ('(JolTnandcd by the 
General of the Galt-oDs. On sight of the Centurion, he COIl­

ject.ured her to be what she was, but trusting to hn bein~ weakl:, 
manned, aDd more pJ'Obahly being undf'r a com-iction that an 
ac1ion could not he avoided, he hoisted Spanish colours at the 
ensign staff, ano the standard of Spain at the main-top gallant­
mast-head, and preparing his ship a,; well as he could Ii" hatll,', 
boldly stood on for the enemy. 
_ The crew of the Centurion, though short in number, \verc in 
"",d health, well trained, and their strength was ciislributed to 
,.i.antage. The men appointed to the lower licr of guns 'were not 

VOIo. V. M sufficient 
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,ell A,.. 3. sufficient for lighting more than one half of tllem in tl1t~ mann(,f 
• 

1743. usually practised, which is, for every gun to hav" its approprinte 
June. gang attached solely and exclusively to its n.anagement: but 

on tbis occasion, that all the guns might be employed. on~y 
two men were made stationary to each, ,,,ho$c business it WRit­

to load and make preparation: the rest of the men on that 
deck wert.' di\,jded into parties of ten or twelve each, and went 
from gun to gun to run it out when loaded. 

The galeon had on board, including passengers, 550 men. 
In other respects ",he was much inferior to the Centurion. She 
hud ports for 6. cannon, btlt had only 36 mounted, of which 
17 were brass, not any two of them alike. She had piedraroes 
mounted on swi\'els along the gunwale, which were generally 
loaded with a mixture of bullets and stone •. 

At halfao hour past noon, tbe two ships were near each other, 
and commenced action, which lasted nn hom' and twenlty 
minutes, with great slaughter to the galeon and Jittlle mischief 
to the Centurion, when the galeon struck her colours. She was 
DIdlled the N uestrn Senora ue Cabadonga, and was commanded 
by Don JeTonimo de Montero, a PortugueSf'" who was sty.ed 
Gonc",~ and al.o 1'ilolo MaJor of !flam/a. The Celiturion loot 
two men in the action, and had i. 7 wounded, all of 'Whom 
rncovcr<d except one. On board the go.leon 67 meo were killed 
and 84 wounded; the Ganeml among the latter. 

'HlC cargo of the galcon comristed of 1,313,843 pieoes of 
eight, 55,682 ounces of virgin .Ilver, and a large quantity of mcr­
cbo.nrii,.,. A. soon as sHe ........ ecUl'ed, the Commodore directed 
the ,course for the North of Lucollja, to return to Canton. He 
commis.wnnd the tJl'ile 05 a fifth rate -ship of "ar in the Brit;'h 
navy, and appointed Lieutenant Philip Saumarez to command 
her. Other promotions which took plnce at the same time 
were, Mr. Justinian Nut!, lIfast"'"' and the Hon. Augu~t~ 
Keppel, ·Midshipm.n, to be Lieutellants; MT. John Call1Pbe!I.-

Mate, 
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Mate, ,was marie , Master, and Robert .NIan", Guoncl'"7 of the (;11 A P. :1 · 

Centurion,-
, A chart of the Northern part of the l'ucl/tC OCelill was rouml .hm . 

Oil board the galeou, ou which was markcu the tntck which she 
bl\a ,ailed in both the pa.sages between New Spain "lid the 
FMlippines. A copy of this chart was puhlishcd witb Mr. 
Waltcr'lS history of the voyage, which IlUs since heen Illllch cited 
and referred to, as authority for some of tbe ('arty di sc(H'cricsi". 

On the 25th, it blew strong. The CcnturiolJ's long boat and 
the Galeou's launch had been hoisted out, ami were towing 
a-stern of their respective shiJ.'5; 8ud' tht! sea getting up with 
the wind, both the boats filled and broke adrift. Towards 
evening of tbe 301.h, they had sight of lslands near the North 
end of Luconia, bearing W b S, about 9 league. distant. The 
next dtly, tbey made tlte B"'MrcC 1.lands. Thomas relate., J,I, . 

4 llewg very near, and !be wind so much Northward that we Til(' Ua~llI'(" 
. bland". 

, could not ,,·ell weather them, nnd obscrvmg a large opening 
, ,between the two most noted Islands, we cast oft' our prize, 
• which we had had in tow, rcsoh'ing to pass through t.ai. 
, <Jfxming if possible, wbieh we etlected with good &tl(:CeBI, 

• .teering ,through SW b.W. The Island on our starboard .ide 
e we took to be Gra"ftotl, the other Monmo1lth, a~ they are 
• named by Dampie1". Gruft"" i. a fino le"el Island, "nd 
, appears vcry pleasaDt, and tllorc is a very remarkQhle 'hiAh 
• rouM rock lying oft' tbe N:E eud of it: but 1I10,,",oulf, ;< 
• cbietly high and -craggy, especis.lIy 'towards the SE end. TOOtle 
• hi""'" are about four or I>ve leagues di.taot 1,<>11, each otID .. ·. 
, We law s1e\'eral ,smnll boats betwem them, which seemed 

• desirouo to speak 'With us, but huving a I"ir ,wind, ,ve "<>old 
• not 

• " .. 
• Theft.?, and soruc other pr(¥JloUooll made in the ~ollrse of tLifj t"xpeditioo, are .. , 

Q~tjced chiefly on account of heing the Brat public mentiun ofnumcs which after_ 
,.~~ dl8fift~;lIhed in the .t!!"iee of'thc Briti~h Navy. 

1' ~ J'It: chart bere ~ntiooed wi.ll be farther nllticed in the lEqueJ. 

M ~ 
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not gi,'C our.:WI~·t"s hindrallce on dlat areoulJt/ A !Strong tide 
r8n between the Islands, causing 8. ripling nud lOHm, whick 
made the channel uppear as if full of breakers. 

Ou the loth, t he Centurion anchored with her prize off Mactw. 
A few days afterwards, they entered the Hin~r of CaniOll$. 
, J knO\v no cOllntry ill tIle \YorJd,' says 'l'hOlHtiS, ' where 

there nrc morc bCilutitid and romantic rural scelles than arc 
, to be met with on tLe banks of thi~ River: their towns and 
, villages arc so intermixed with fields and trees, all green and 
, tlomishing, that. nOlIiing can be more entertaining to an eye 
, and mind tumed to delights of this nature: and among their 
, buildings arc muny wiJich appear not only grand pleasure 
house~, but also from their rural situ,ations, pertoot parad;ises.~ 

Payment of pUl't dutic~ was demanded of the Centurion, but 
resisted oy the COlllmodore on the ground of het' being a shlp 
of wart sailing under tile commission of It sovcreiga prinoot '8.ntl 

that she did not enter their port to traUe. These reasons, iwere 

not acknowlcdged suffieit'lit fOI" an exemption, and the pny­
Dlent continued lo be tlcmandcd for some days; but the ptr­
seN'ranee of the l'hilll~se otJicers gu\'e wa,Y at length to the 
stcb.diHeSS of thc COlnulOdort.>'s refusal. The Spanish pl'isoacrs' 
tuken ill tbe galcon being u ,g-roat incumbrance, -release was 
grantC'd to them <.I S fa~t as they could procure passages fat 

~ 

AIunUa, or otherwise provide for themselves. 
Ou the 16th, the Commodore sent one of his ,Lieutenants to 

Callion witl .. a letter to the Chantuck (or Viceroy) of Canton, in 
'" hich he explained the reason of the Centurion's I)utting into 
a port of China, and requested to ·be permitted"to pay his 
respects to his ExC'ellcncy. The Commodore succeeded in thls 
his seeonu attempt to obtain an audience of the Chantuck., 
but not speedily nor without trouble. In the steps takeftl ,td 
procure this distindion, it was found, that 01\ almostqeft:ry 
occasion in which vl'rbal application was made to- Ute ' Mall& 
darincs or Chinese officen, promites lOf Ml'v.i¢e 'ot atlJtetance 

were 
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" .. ".., obtaiMd wlth··little difficulty, and di,appointment lIIost 
~nerally followed; but whene\'cr he lHtd recourse to writing, 
attention was immediately paid to his application. 

'1,1t is not said to whom the Licutennut ddiycrcd the Com· 
rand ore's lettt"r, but he was civilly received, and inli.>nlled that 
au ans\"i'r would soon he sent.. On the 20lh of t il" month, 
thrf'e 1\iandarines, wilh a larg-c f(,tinlle, went on hoard tlH~ 

Crnturion, and uelh'cred to tile Cum mod ore an ol'Jer from tilt' 

Chantuek for the daily supply of the ship, auci a ~lJ(:>!:I~agc ill 
an~w£'r to his ICUt.-T. purporting that he df..'sircd to be excused 
from recei"iug the Cornmodore':t vi~it durillg tilt, thcn t'xce':isiv(~ 
hot weather, because the as:;embiing the .l\Iand<Jrines and 
soldiers necessllry to that ceremony would be extremely futi­
guing~ but that in Septemher, when more lelllpuatc weather 
was,·to be expected, 'be ~hould be giad to sec the COUlmodore. 
It · was suppotlerl the Cl.mutu{'k numed so di:,lant a time to 
enable biOi to learn the Emperor's pleasure. 

September ramt', and the l\Iaudarine WJIO had t.lle SlIllt:f­

intondence of the port, intimatt'u to the COIliUlodore that a tillY 

of audience would Rhol'lly ec appointed . 'rhat ulOnth, howc\'cr, 
and the greater part of tbe m!xt, passed, uud the lws:i4lo$!i 
seemt!d lo have been dropped or ftJl'gotttm. On the Q4liJ "of 
·November the Commodore scot another lew,'!", writtenl iu 
Chinese characters and directed t()r the Challtll~k, by one ofhh; 
offieers, who delivered it to the M'audarine cOllHtlaooing. the 

guard at the principal gate of GaM.". 
On ,he g6th of the sallie month, ,a fire broke out at a tailor's 

house in the subur~ of CantolJ,. 'fho houses being composed. 
principally of .wood, and the Chinese uut bci.ng: \'try eXI)ert 
firemen, the fire spread with great rapidity. Several ,lrects of 
boUlle5, and withtbem the Swedish factory, were burnt down in 
. '!!ibortilime,. Fortuostc}.v, the Swedes lauA ~hipped IlICir guotls 
intdDded ' £Or Europe that ..... on. The Commodore w.. at 
Cimhln at tbe ,toillM!l,: \f~h _qf.loi • . olelk.,,, nod his barge'. 

crew, 

ellAi'. ;'\. 
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crew, fintl ou the aht.rm of fire, they hatilCoed to tite as~istancc 
of the Chillese. The service they did in stol'ring the progrc .. 
of tht' Hames was witne~scd by the Chautuck whQ cam" in 
person to the pla{'e; and immediatdy after the fire was extia­
guish('u, the Commodore received a Ule&6Ugc from him, appoint­
ing the 30th of the montlt for hi~ audience. 

On tbe 30th, the Commouore, aueoued by Captain SaUmal'6iS 
nnd 1\11'. Keppel, an interpreter, and a smaJl retinue, waited on 
the Chan tuck. The f(mn~ ~uu m<lnner of the proceshlon arc briefly 
d .. crihcd by Mr. lValter, who relates, that a body of 10,000 

troops new clothed for this cC'rcmony, were drawn up on a 
parade before the palace. The Commodore was conducted to 
a great hall, where the Chailluck was seated uudor II canopy ill 
u chair of state. and the l\1andarines forming his court were 
scated in order near him. 'A vacant seat was prepared f<X' 
, the Commodore, in wuieh he was placed on his arrival. H¢ 
, was ranked the third in order from the VicelOY or Chantuck t 

, there being above him the Chief of lhe Law and the Chief of 
, the Treasury, who in the ChineseGO\,'erolnenl have preeootmce 
, ofaH military oilier!'!). The Commodore wuen scated addrclbed 
, the Viceroy hy hi:, interpreter. Un the mention of the method. 
, he .h.ad fOl'lllcriy taken to obtain an audience, the Viceroy 
, iute.lTupted the jnterpreter, al.1d bJd him assure Mr. AniOn, 
, that lhe u",t knowledge he ha.d of hi. being at Cantoll, W8fI 

, froQI th. Jetter which he ,;eDt .by hi, own officer to the gate: 
Tile Commodore in .the rcaainUer of his addceas, repretoCuted 
""me cause. \>f complaint given by the Chinese Custom-hon"" 
to British ships aod 1).lerchants; "nd laally, he requcsted a 
license from the Viceroy,.th"t would obviate all diffi.cultie. in 
procuring supplies for his own ship. The Cbantuck ill hia 
answer, avoided Doticjng the CowplMints against t;be, Cwo,. 
Custom-house: to tbe rest ue replied ill obliging ·lenn ... ...c 
prolllood tbe Commodore that tbe liceD16 are« .a..uw Oe 
forthwith .i.~ued. lie IWknowledged. .\be gJ'8IIL ervkll,-w.a 

to 
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In the city by the e!lertiolls of the Commodore and his people ,0 H' P. 3 •• 

M; the fire, and concluded his discourse by wishing the Com- '743. 

modore a prospeMU& voyage to Europe. During the audience, Nov~lllbcr. 
'* a "ord was said on either side concernillJ! port duties. nIn th~f ..... Ivet (I 

! '~arly in November the Centurion was ready for sea. Chnton. 

It is not by travellers only that the Chinese are de,erihed to 
be .harp and imposing traders. They are reputed to claim fur 
themselves the mtrit of heing more acute and re~dy in ovcr­
rcar-hing, than other people. Pluming themsclrcs on their 
!uperior dexterit.y, they say that Europeans sec with one eye, 
and China meulVith tIYO. They are little in the habit of robbing 
by violent mean., and still less of letting slip an opportunity 
where they think profit can be made without danger. A top­
Mast ha~iAg beC1\ stolen in the night from the C~nturi{)n 's 

stern, B rewQrd was olfured thr its recovery. A Mandadne \vho 
wU successfully active on the occa!ion wa~ paid the advertised 
r.ard; and a 'Short time after, the Commodore, as a farther 
gratuity, sent bin) ft sum of money by his ChinclJe linguist. 'rhe 
IiDgUi.t, not knowing that the Mandarino had expectation of 
such un additional present, for it had been promised him tty 
tiIe ,Crnnmodore, kept the money. The Mandarine soon beli\tn 
to suspect there was some interception in the case, and tdHk 
an opportnnity, with the decorum of seeming to speak w'itlro\.\t 
deoign, to ma\e the Commodore comprehend tl,at· he hlld 
received no gratuity beyond tbe 0111: first paid ; which br6llgf,t 
0\\ lin ""phmlrtion and laid Opell ' !'he rognery of the Iing'uIs'!: 
The ntxt day he was seized hy orde,' of the ~Iandarin", a'lld 
be.ides being mulcted of all he had earned in the servire of 
the Commod~re, was ~ ,everely bftstinadoed with the bamhoo 
as- scarcely 10 ",cape with life. 'When he ",ag aftcrwaTds 
• 1I,.,brai\l6'li by the 'Commodore, to wtmm he went begging, 
• 'with 'his fully U\ riIIking this """em chastisem~JJt and the loss 
• '. " 'be """ \l"()i\'h.,fl,r ·the lucre <If a few doll .... , he had no 
• ' .... Ift_ \\lI inWb tl:taD 'tbe ·~trtmll" bia~ of Iris 'nntion, say­

~ ing 
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ing in hrok('Il,iargon t H Chillese man V('1'fl great rogue (I·UI.¥, but 
H lura .ra,~ltiulI, 110 can belp." 

]\J lI('h of the live stock purchased for the Centurion, died in 
n \'('r,Y "hort lime atter hcin~ on board, the puultry in consc­
~f'qllf'n('c of having heen clammed with stones und gravel, and 
the hog!'! from !:ollit fceding gi\'('11 to excite them to drink, that 
their \\,,'ig hL mi~ht be jl l lTf'a ~e d. ,Many Chine~e do not object 
to fct'ding on Hnimals thnt dlC a natural death. In the present 
cu.,r hO\\'('\'f' f, the allilllHI., cannot he said to have died a natural 
(lentil; they W('I'(' killed, but not in the usual manner; in which 
light (itmhtlt's!t it W2S ('ol1!'-1itiert'd by the Chinesf', and not by 
the Engll!'!h; for all that (Ii(,d wcre thrown ovcrhoarc1 from the 
Centurion, and wefe e<l gNly seized on by the CI)inese; and 
wlif'n tlw Centurion and her prize sailed from the River, which 
was on the loth of Ul'ecmhcr, Chiner,e boats fi)iloweJ in their 
wakt, to pick up what was tlll'own overboard. 

On the I !2th, they anci,ol'('d oft'l\'lacao, where the prize ship 
wa'i sold for 6,000 dollar'S, On the 15th, the Centurion !Hliled 
frolll JUac(w, di\'cctlllg h,,1' cours€' homeward by the Cape of 
Good Jlope. 

June the loth, 1744-, ncar the entrance of the Engli~h channel, 
tht'y spokc 311 English merchant ship, antllearnt that war had 
brok('n nut Lct"H'cn B"~l(md and J<'ru1Ice. A f'rench fleet was 
thell <T\li ~ing in the dlUllnd, but, favoured by ,foggy weather, 
the ('cllturinn pasM~d undiscovered, and on the J 5th anchored 
safe 'l)' at 8l'itheud, after an absence of three years and nine 
mouths. 

Thus, of a ~quadron of six ships of war and two victua1lers 
wllich !'-Iaikd from Bnglond on an expedition to the Sout/j &6. 
one !!IIIip only, tile ('ellturion, returned of those which performed 
the pft'scribed plan of the voyage. 'I'he Severn aDd the Pearl 
mis~d making the passage into the South Sea; one of the 
victuallers. h .. ving deltvered her lading. WIIO dismiAed "bilot in 

the 
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the At/afttic: the Gloucester. the Tryal. and the other victualler. 
were broken up in the South Sea, for being WOfn out Of no 
long~ oerviceable. 'J'he Wager frigate was parted from the 
OOMflJodore by a gale of trind on fi",t entering the South Sea; 
and· what afterward, befel tbat ship. her office .... am! ship's 
r-mlpaoy. being diltiDct from other circum.lances of til<' 
expedition. wili be related in a separate Chapter. 

l'OL. V. C IJ AP. 

CIIAl· , ~. 
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WRECK OF THE WAGER. 

C HAP. IV: 

Wreck of the Britu" Frigate the Wager -, ami rne _qu.", 
Proceeding •• nd .Adventures 0/ Capttlm David Cheap, and hi. 
Ship', company. 

APRIL the ~sd, 1741, in latitude 58' S, and about 10 
degrees of longitude Westward of Cape HOrne, in a heavy 

gale of wind, and in tbe night, the Wager frigate, commanded 
by David Cbeap, was separated from Commodore Anson's 
squadron. A short time before this happened, the Wager Iuod 
carried away her mizen-mast, without any sail being set oliift, 
by a sudden and violent roil of the ship, which· snapped alt,the 
chain plates to windward. 

After the separation, Captain Cheal' directed hia ,,",uroe for 
the Island &=rro, whicb was tile 61'1t appointed ~ of ren­
dezvoul. On May the 13th, in latitude betW8ell' 48' and 49' ; 
tbe sbip was steering to the NE, with a froob gale from the SE. 
The sight of birds and sea-weed indinated that,·.the American 
coast was not far distant, and some uneasine88 ~' felt at run­
ning in to make tbe land in stormy weather without a mizen­
mast. It was known to Captain Cheap that Commodore Anson 
in tended to attack Baldivia, and most of the ordnance and 
military stores had been shipped in the Wager; her junction 
with the squadron at Socorro tberefore appeared to him of 
material consequence, and 88 the coast of C/Uli in that latitude 
was believed to lay in a North and South direction, aDd WIll 

so drawn in the charts, no doubt was entertained of tbe 'obip 
being able to run off from the land at any time, if tbey ,~ 

see occasion. 1'hc .course was accordingly continued. 

The 

• So named after ¥miral Sir Cbulft W &lid: 
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'The nest day. tbe l,th, at eight in tbe morning, the .traps of ,CHAP. 4., 

the block. by~hich tbefore-yard was suspended. broke,and li~" 
tbeyam came down; AbOut·an bour .. af'ter, the carpenter and May 

the ·hoatowai.n's mate, being on the forecastle. thought tbey .14th . 

..... Iaod. aodpointed;t · out to the Lieutenant wbo had the 
watcb:; ,but as tbe· appearance seen, bore NNW, and the belief 
w ... general tbat all to tbe Westward was a clear sea, it was 
concluded this could not be land, and either the Lieutenant did 
DOt iaform his ' commander, or tbe commander coincided in 
opinion .with him, and no fartber notice of it was, then taken. 

, .At two in . the aftemooa,land ...... plainly seen bearing 
NWbN; 'high with billocks, and one . remarkable hummock 
, like a .ugar-loaf, very higb e: .The .hip'. company of the 
Wager were in B ve., .ickly .tate; of 130 men, the. number on 
board-,DOt more·'than thirteen, office .. iDCluded, werecal'able 
ofduty;.and o ... ing totbis, the repair of the rigging oftbe fore­
yard ...... not soOner completed. The .hip wat at this time lying 
.. itb her lIead to the ENE, and wa. · drifting ina direct 
line, towards: the land seen ·; .but. tM fore-yard .. as no .. · got up 
witb .aU .peed, .and. the ship'. bead veered round SWward. 
Unfortunately .... Captain Cbeap was. el<ertinghimoelf on this 
occasion, he :,feU d .. wn 'tbe at\er ladder and dialocated liia 
abouId .... ;·by whicb accident· he was dioabled from keepiogthe 
_It . . He 80..., · order ·for carryinga. mucb .. il B8 the ... eatber 
would allow. and eadeavour ... as made to set the main topoail ; 
bllUhewind ... u ' tooetrong. and tbe ship was therefore""n­
~_d ... tbe lowell sails ollly, with her head to the SSW, 
... ~'_inder of the day, and through a dark Itormy night. 

ODthe 
Soulhem 
eoan <It' 

Cbili. 

A*. »nr,o~eloClt-in the lOoming, !.be wind beaded her, and • 5th. 

,. <f<;lI" .... · .. to·, .. Weo~; but· DO" daoger was apprehended, ·it 
~.,~I .. {,tb.L.be bad been ' going directly from the 

land 
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land all nigbt. At half paot four, a violent shock wa.e felt, but 
tbe sbip went on. Mr. Campbell, one of the midshipmen of 
tbe Wager, relates, ' I ran upon deck and asked what W8B the 
'matter. The Master answered, U Nothing; onfy a great sea 
,. under the counter." He had no sooner 5[)Oken these words. 
• tban the ship struck again with a more dreadful shock t.ban 
, before;' neverthelC!s it did not stop her, and on heaviag the 
lead, 14 fathoms depth was found. The Captain ordered an 
anchor to he let go, but hefore the order could be executed, the 
ship struck again, and with 50 mucb violence t.hat the sbock 
blOke the tiller, and forced one of the flukes of ftll anchor of 
48 cwt. belonging to the Centurion, which had been stowed in 
the Wager's bold, through her bottom. For a small time.belay 
nearly on her beam end~ till a mount.aioou8 sea threw her uver 
the rock on which she had struck, and she IVas again aBORt, 
but was fast filling. The mainsail ,va. then clued up, and they 
endeavoured under the foresail to run right in for the land, 
giving direction to the steerage as well a.e they could by the 
braces and sheets. The dawn of day just began to appaar 
when the ship ran between two rocks which were above water, 
and immediately after she took the ground. One of the rock. 
or small islets being to windward, kept o4f the violence of tbe 
~, and. they were distant Dot more tJum a musket shot from 
the shore of a larger land, • whetber Continent or bland, they 

could not tell: 
Among statistical accounts which were printed at the end. 

of some of the Lima ahnanacks about tbat ti .... , is found the 
remark following: • The part of the co .. t of C/Uli near which 
• Hie Wager was lost, and thence a. far as to tbe Cap< de Pilu,... 
• ·at the entraDce of the Strait of Magoillon .. , ruos North 

and South : and it is not accurate what Captaia.Cbeop, bas 
affirmed, that the cause of his being wrecked was the elTOr 

• of the charts in laying down the coast in the direction Nortb 
aod South; for this point has been Dewly eo.wroICd, and 

t. what 



I 
J'.----""""""---.,...-

I 
~"-------I ~-----+-

.. '·-1 . . 
.. .-

.' 4'·: 

bo,,;~ (/IPl:N..4S 

/-j 
/

1 :~ ••• 0. 

I''''' +~ • • .~. / . . 
/ 4 •• 

. . .". 
II> 


