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SINCE the publication of my Hiftory of Ancient
Greece, twenty years have clapfed ; an interval, had it
been dedicated folely to one objed, ftill too fhort to
mark and recommend the prefent volumes, by that com-
pletenefs of information, and perfpicuity of connection,
which muft be defired by readers of every clafs with re-
gard to {fo important apd {o fplendid a theme as that of
Alexander and his Su%ﬂors.

The Grecian dynaﬁ'y in Afia embraces, indeed, the
wholc portion of time during which the general affairs
of that vaft continent admit of any copious and con-
fiftent narrative : but in my ambition to hcighten the
intereft of this narrative with the prefent age and pofte-
rity, I have felt the neceflity of continually extending
my refearches beyond the chronology of kings, the in-
trigues of courts, the dry and often doubtful details of
negociations and battles. Without negle&ing any of
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thefe indifpenfible rather thﬂxﬁ'aﬁg #ﬁif‘yw{ matters,
my attention has been chiefly direfied 16 0 obje@s of more
allurement or more permanency; the local circumftan-
ces, occupations, and manners of communities at large,
and of the various ranks of perfons compofing them ;
a curious and uncultivated branch of hiftory, towards
the advancement of which I have ftudied to unite even
the {cantieft and moft fcattered fources of information
that either the fragments of antiquity have delivered
down, or the cafual notices of modern travellers have
laid open.

After the example of the Firf of Hiftorians, in point
not only of time but of merit, d have inquired, as he
does on nearly a'fimilar occafion®, who they were, thofe
ancient and once illuftrious nations {ubdued and long
governed by the Greeks and Macedonians: in what
chara&eriftic particulars they either agreed with, or dif-
fered from each other: what had been their purfuits,
and what were their attainments. ‘Through my refpeét-
ful adherence to a model, the neareft of any to perfec-
tion, my readers will proceed eafily from the known to
the unknown ; and the hiftory of "Greece, the. country

Sec Herodotus, Book i. Chap. ¢5.



PRETFACE

to which we are indebted for our general acquaintance
with antiquity, will naturally expand into the hiftory
of the Eaftern World, and of thofe remote regions of
the South and Weft which gradually fell within the
{phere either of its military exertion or of its commer-
cial intercourfe.

That this is the fittet method in which the tranfac-
tions and inftitutions of paft times can be made known
to the prefent, it will be my endeavour in the following
volumes to cvince. But in eftimating both nations and
individuals, the opinions even of the learned are too
often guided by the decifions of fortune; on which
account the hiftory of Rome is very cominonly con-
founded with that of the world. The grave and judi-
cious Polybius compofed his invaluable work to explain
by what means, the Romané, in the fpace of fifty-three
years, commencing with the fecond Punic war, acquired
a decided preponderancy over all thofe powers, which,
in the courfe of the following century, they reduced
into provinces. It was, he thought, a tatk more eafy
and more- animating to trace the progrefs of the rifing
commonwealth, than to rake into the vices and miferies
of decaying monarchies: and the fame motives which
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{wayed with Polybius, have generally a&uated all fuc-
ceeding hiftorians ; though it may be doubted, whether
their narratives would not have proved more ufeful to
pofterity if, inftead of continually expatiating on the
wifdom and good management of the vicors, they had
been at more pains to imprefs the fad leffons to be
learned from the wretched impolicy of the vanquifhed.

The reigns of Alexander and Auguftus are {feparated
by a period of three hundred years, the bufieft in the
annals of mankind. The clofe of this period includes,
indeed, twenty years of Roman civil wars, on which
the nature of my work forbids me to dilatc. They
contribute in nothing to our better acquaintance with
the natives of thofe countries which were their {cene,
and they are altogether unconneéted with the principal
action of this hiftory ; I mean the gradual transfer of
dominion from the Greeks and Macedonians to the Ro-
mans and Parthians. The civil wars of Rome only con-
veyed from one military ufurper to another* the power
elready acquired and confolidated by the republick’; and

are recorded by innumerable writers on the affairs of that

Romains contre Romains, parens contre parens,
Combattoient feulement, pour le choix des tyrams.
CoRNEILLE.
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empire, with whom I fhall not contend, if they arro-
gate to their own province the whole century contiguous
to Auguftus, and interweave its moft memorable tranfac-
tions in the majeftic ferics of confular triumphs. But
the times nearer to Alexander muft be viewed under a
different, and altogether independent alpe&. Between
the reign of that conqueror, (the moft brilliant zra of
Greece,) and the commencing afcendency of Rome,
the events of a hundred and five years intervene, related
in 2 mauner {o lictle fatisfatory, that they are confidered
by readers of refleétion as leaving a fort of blank in
hiftory. This chafm I have endeavoured to fill up,
by drawing together many detached incidents, calcu-
lated to give form and colour to the fubjed; and by
obviating the chief difficulties attending it, through
illuftrations from parallcl occurrences in earlier and later
times. ,
From fuch views of my undertaking, this fecond part,
if it {hall be fo confidered, of the ¢ Hiftory of Ancient
Greece, its Colonies and Conquefts,” neceflarily rifes
above the firft in greatnefs and novelty of defign: its
execution, alfo, has bcen incomparably more difficult,
from the variety, intricacy, and wide difperfion of my

materials :
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materials : on all which accounts, I anxioufly crave for
the prefent work the fame public indulgence which its

prccurfor continues to experience,

Upper Seymour-fireet,
June 1807.

CON.



CONTENTS

OF

THE FIRST VOLUME

ey ———

PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF ALEXANDER'S CONQUESTS.

SECTION 1.

Two Afpels of Alexander’s Reign.—Pecutiarities in bis Charaller and Fortune,
— Refources commenfurate to bis Undertakings.— Political Geography of Afia.—
Delineation of Mount Taurus to the northern and eafiern Extremities of the
Macedonian Canguqﬂ:.——d!exander’.r Tranfaltions on thofe Frontiers.~Notions
of the Greeks concerning Taurus, as the Ground of geographical Diftinétion,
corrected by modern Diftoveries.==Military and Caravan Roads through Afia.
—Alexander’s Garrifons and Fallories.—~—His new Maxims : 1. With regard
to Government ;=11 Religion;—IIl. Revenue. Page 1

SECTION II.

Two Claffes of Afiatic Conquerors.—~Affyrians and Egyptians, their Charafleriftics.
— Seythians, their Characteriftics. — Medes and Perfians to be claffed with
barbarous Conquerors.—1 be Babylonian Plain.— lIts Revolutions and Jucceffive
Capitals.— Authentic Hiftory of Affyria, confirmed by local Circumftances.—
State of Afia antecedently to the firft great Monarchy.—Inland Communication

from the Mediterrarean to India.—~ Emporia in Affyria, Ethiopia, and Egypt.
~—Similarity of their Inflitutions and Government.— Purfuits and Attainments
of the Egyptian Pri¢fis.— - Their Brethren in Ethiopia — Meroe, its Hiftory and
fingular Theocracy.—The Sabaans and Pbanicians.—Three main Staples.mm
Babylon in Affyria~Baitra in Ariana.— Peffinus in Leffer Afia. 37

vOL. L. a SECT.



CONTENTS.

SECTION IIL

Reafons for entering into @ more particular Account of the Arts~Thefe beft
exemplified among the Lgyptians and Phanicians :—1. With regard to the
Augmentation and Improvement of the Articles of Iood.~ 11. The Compofition
and Embellifbment of the drticles of Raiment.—1. The Means of procuring
Jfolid and fecure Hubitations. — Egyptian  drehiteclure : — 1. Temples, —
1I. Maufolea.—The Labyrinth and Tomb of Ofymandyas.~I11L. Ob.lifls.—
IV. Pyramids.—Rcign of Sefoftris.—Dyfferent Races in Egypt.—Senacheri’s
Invafion.—State of Judea and Egypt at that Pcriod.—Greatnefs of Tarako,
the Ethiopian.— Dyftruction of the Affyrian Army.—Rewvolt of the Afyrian
Provinecs.—Nineveh demolifbed by Cyaxares and Nebopolaffar. — Babylon the
new Capital of Affyria.—Jealoufy of Necos King of Egypt.—He gains the
Burtle of Megiddo.—Invades Mefopotamia, and garfifons Circefium. — Nebu-
chadnezzar affociated in Governmemt with his Father N:bopolaffar.—He
Jforms an Engine of Defence and glorious Victory.— Battle of Circefium. Page go

SECTION IV,

Nebuchadnenzar's extenfive Conquefts in Africa—His Invafion of Syrig.e
Defeription and Hiftory of that Country.— Babylonifl Captivity.—Importance
of the Jews in Macedonian Hiftory.—The two Tyres. — Commercial Connetons
of the Phanicians.—Tarteffius.—The Caffeterides.—~Opbhir.—Saba.— Political
8tate of the Phenicians.—Their Manufactures and Inventions.=Defiruion
of the great Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar.— His Invafion of Egypt.—Hiftory of
the Eaft between the Reigns of Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander.— Babylon.—
Magnitude, Populoufnefs, Manufactures, Commerce, and Manners. 141

SECTION V.

Application of the preceding Survey to Alexander’s Undertakings in the Eap.
— His Views with regard to the We.~The Hiftorian Livy's Defiance,mm
State of Rome at that Period.—Of Carthage— Alexander's.Helps wouards
decuting his Yoldeft Profels—Efpecially from Greeks in thé throe Dinifions

4 Ul



CONTENTS,

of the World.— Adlexander's lafp Operations in Babylonia, conneBed with
wfeful Eftablifoments on bis moft remote Frontierse—His Death and Tefta-
ment. . - . - . - . Page 178

HISTORY OF THE WORLD, FROM ALEXANDER
TO AUGUSTUS.

CHAPTER L
Huirs in the Family of Alexander.—Their refpective Incompetencies .— Pretenfions
of his Generals.—Their Procecdings confarmable to their feveral Ranks and
Situations.—Arrhidaus chofen King by the Phalans~—~Perdiccas’s Character
and Views.—Thofe of Nearchus and Ptolemy.— Bold Stratagem of Perdiccas,
swhich terminates the Sedition.— Divifion of the Provinces. --Lammratmm of
Alexander’s Afiatic Subjelts.— His late Funeral. - " 203

CHAPTER II

Diftractions in the outlying Provinces, — Ewvents in Egypt and in Thrace, —
Maffacre of Greek Mercenaries. — Hiftory of the vwe Cappadocias. — Wild
Projects of Leonnatus. — Rebellion of the Pifidians.—Perdiccas’s lofty Defigns.
Confederacy aga.r:@/i him. —-V:é?ane.f of Eumenes, == Perdiccas’s Expedition
againft Egypt. == His Murder. - - - 225

CHAPTER IIL

State of Greece. == Proclamation for recalling Exiles. = Oppofition of the fthe-
nians and Etolians.— Lamian War.— Antipater ncgstiates with the, Staics
Sfeparately.—The Etolians alone refrallory. — Hyffory of the Greegs in
Africa. — Motives and Object of their firjt Settlements there. — Commneycial
Geography of Africa.— Defcription and Hiftory of the Pentapolis. — Its Pro-
duchons and Arts. — Thimbron’s Invafion. — Cyrené reduced under Ptolemy
Soter. - - - - - 252

CHAPTER 1V.

Poolemy declines the Protellorfbip. = Funeral Procgffion of Alexandsr. w= ri-
daus gnd Python Proteltors. = Sedition excitad: by Furidice. — Refignation of
a2 the

.



xil

CONTENTS.

the Pratelongs == Antipaser fole Regent, — dbandonment of Alexonder's great
Undertakings. = New Divifior- of the Provinces. — Antigonus fent againft
Eumenes. — War in Pifidia. — Ptolemy conquers Syria. — Death and Charac-
‘ter of Antipater. — Polyfperchon Regent. — Oppofition of Caffander. — His
Intrigues with Antigonus, — The Regent endangered on all Sides. — He em-
ploys Eumenes againfé antigonus. — Recals Olympias from Epirus. — Iffues an
Edict for reftoring Democracy throughout Grecce. — Phocion’s Accufation and
Execution. — Battle of Byzantium. — Athens furrenders to Caffander. —
Is governed by Demetrius Phalereus. — Murder of Arrbideus and Euridice.
—Trial and Exccution of Olympras. — Caffander r.builds Thebes. Yage 286

CHAPTER V.

State of the Empire — Fancied Theocracy in the Throne of Alexander.—Machia
nations of the Rebellious Saraps. — Defeated by Eumenes. — He marches into
the upper Provinces,— Peculiar Circumftances of their Governors at that
Moment.~War between. Antigonus and Eumencs. —Their mutual Stratagems,
and Battles. — Defeliion of the Jrgynyjam’u — Eumenes’ Captivity and
Death. - - - & - B 328

CHAPTER VL

Antigonus sufurps the Proteclor/bip. — His cruel Policy. — He dgferoys the Argy-
rafpides. — Murders Python and Peuceftes.~ Invades Babylonia. — Scleucus®
Flight into Egypt. — Wars i Leffer dfa, in Greece, and in Thrace, — An-
tigonus' waft Projells. — Battles of Gaza and Myons. — Egyptians expelled
from Syria. — Nabathaan Arabs.— Their Hiftory and Inflitutions, — Il
Succefs of Demetrius againft them. — S eleycus recovers Babylonia. — Lira
of the Kingdom of the Greeks. = General Péacs. - - 360

CHAPTER VIL

Murders in the Fam:?y of eramnder —-A;mgﬂnm Expeeﬁ?mu into B pﬂja -
His Nepbfw revolts 1o Ptal’m;.-—l)memm‘ mncepm'e: Grecce.- = rmmg?.
#ic Chagadler and Proceedingssee-bivades Chpeus—Trigical Boents )ﬂc?e

ge



CONTENTS.

Siege of Salamis.—~The Helepolis.— Demetrius’ decifrve Naval Viclory.—How
announced to Antigonus.—He affumes the Title of King.—In this, imitated
by bis Rivals.~Unfuceefsful Expedition againft Lgypt.— State of that King.
dom.—Makes War on Rbodes.—Hi ory, Inflitutions, and Connections of that
Jfland.—The " Siege of Rbedes raifed.— Dewetrius’ fecond Expedition into
Greece.—Views of Antigonus.—Secrecy of the Confederacy againft bim.—
Campaign in Lefler Afia.— Decifive Batile of Ipfus. - Page 402

CHAPTER VIIL

Neww Partition of the Empire.—Flight of Demetrius to Greeco—His Tranf
aftions there and in Thrace —Marries his Daughter to Seleucus.— Surprifes
the Strong-holds in Cilicia.—~Sends Pyrrhus as Hoftage into Egypt.— Hiftory
of Caffander and bis Sons.—Demetrius King of Macedon.— Lyfimachus’ War
beyond the Danube. — Demetrius’ fecond Greatngfsv—His City Demetrias.—
His capricious Government. —Macedon wrefted from bim by Lyfimachus.—
His Expedition into Leffer Afia. ——C’apnwty, Dcath, and Cbaraﬁer.—Pa&.
gamy—its Lffecls on the Affairs of Alexander’s Succeffors.— Ptolemy, his Wives
and Sons.—His younger Son raifed by bim to the Thronc.—~Tragedy in the
Family of Lyfimachus. —Which invelves him in War with Seleucus.— Motives
and Views of the latter Prince.— Story of his Son Antiochus and Wife Srrata-
nicé.—Lyfimachus flain in the Battle of Compcd:on — His Charaéter. -—Ncw
Cities,—Fond Hopes of Seleucus. — Is affaffinated by Ptolemy Keraunus.—
Motives of the Affaffin.— Sclexcus’ Charaéler.— His new Cities. --Pra!emy
Soter.— His wife Adminiftration. — Profperous State of Egypt. — Leﬂer.r,
Stiences, and Arts.—Coronation Feftival of his Son. 453

CHAPTER IX.

Weftern Greeks,—Their Misfortunes through the Diffolution of the Pythagoncan
Band. — They are defended by Alexander of Epirus. = Their Revolutions to
the Reign of Jgatboda = His Enarmities. — Defeription of Carrbage and.
ks Plf ons. 7—6«3: gf Syraclg?. —Jgafbode': invadcs dfnm - {-{u
!}‘W " in Sicily, nfmﬂ that y‘ the A:baam —

&“Pmedﬂg; with Opbd."a:, the Ufurpir of Cyrens. — - Bomilear's

Confpiracy.



xiy

CONTENTS.

Confpiracy. — Agathocles, king of Africa. — Grecks detached info she Intand
Country. ~ Difafters and Defeflions. — Agathocles’ final Return to Sicily,
His fubfequent Proccedings and tragic Death.—— His Mercenarics called
Manmertines, —They ufurp Meffenc. — State of Sicily. Page 504

CHAPTER X,

Diferdcrs on the Death of Seleucus.—~ New Kingdoms of Pontus, Bithynia, Cappa-

dociay and Pergamusc—Gauls prepare ther Irruption.—Tranfaélions precede
ing that Lvent : 1. in the Kingdom of the Greeks, or Syria ; 1L, in Egypt ;
WL in Macedon; V. in Thrace; V. in Grecce. — Gauls, their Migra-
tions, == 145 and Manncrs. — Affasl Macedon, and flay Kereunus, —
Invade Grecce — Marvelloufly defeated at Delphi. ~— More probable Account
of their Cataftropbe.~Galhe Kingdom of Tulé. — Their ambulatory Dominion
in Lefler Afia.—1bey effablifs themfelves in New Gauly or Galatia, s
Their Purfuits in that Country, and improved Manucrs. 569

CHAPTER XL

Effeéts of the Gallic Invafion. — Reign of Antigonus Gonatas. — The Achaan

League.~—Reign of Antiochus Soter.— Aeccffi n of Antiochus Theos. — Rewolt
of Parthia and Baclria.— Horrid Tranfaltions in Syria.— Reign of Ptolemy
Philadelphus. — Tragic Ewents in Cyrené.— Flourifbing State of Lgipt. —
Army.—Navy.—Treafury, — Produétive and commercial Induflry. — Canals
and Harbours. — Piclure of Nations between the Nile and the Red Sca. —
Prtolemy’s Views with regard to the Commerce carried on by the Ethigp:an
Nomades.—Arts and Sciences.— Conflellations of Pocis.~ Hiflurians.— Philgs
Jophers. — Prolemy’s Inicreourfe by Embaffies with Rome and Carthage.—
Tranfition to the Hiftory of the Growth and Aggrandifiment of Rome. 593

CHAPTER XIL

Diftinctions beiween the Greek Colonigs in Latium, and thofe in Magna Cracia.

— Foundation of Rome, — Views and Infiituticns of Rotulus, =~ Parallel be-

tween Ranie and Athens,—Wars of the Romans under the Kings. — Inprove-
ments



CONTENTS.

ments of Rome, in point of Strength, Beauty, and Salubrity. —— Wars with
the Tarquins. — Italian Wars under the Confuls. ~ How the Lqui and Volfci
were enabled fo refeft two Centurics. — Siege of Veli. — Legivnary Order of
Battle. — Rome taken by the Gauls. — Deftrultion of thefe Invaders. — War
with the Samnites. — Rebellion of the Latins and Campanians. — Seitle -
ment of the Roman Conquefes. — War with Palapolis. — Jealoufy of Taren-
tum. — Her Artifices for embroiling Rome with the Lucaniars and Samnites.
— Caudine Forks. — The Romans protect Thuriis — Survey the Coafl of
Magna Gracia. — Pyrrhus chofen General of Tarcntum. — His Expedilions
inty Italy and Sicily.— The Romans fubdue the continental Part of Magna
Gracia — Caufes of the firff Punic War. — lIts Hiftory. — Sicily divided
between the Romans and king Hiero. ™ g0 646

PRELI.

Xy



PRELIMINARY SURVLY

OF

ALEXANDER’S CONQUESTS.

SECTION. L

Two Afpelts of Alexander’s Reign.— Pecuiiaritics in bis Charaler and Fortune,
— Refources commenfurate to bis Undertakings.— Political Geography of Afia.—
Dehneation’of Mount Taurus to the narthern and eaftern Extremities of the
Macedonian Conquefis.—Alexander’s Tranfactions on thofe Frontiers.—Notions
of the Greeks concerning Taurus, as the Ground of geographical Diftinction,
correlfed by modern Difcoveries.~ Military and Caravan Roads through Afia.
—dlexander’s Garrifons and Fallories.—His new Mawims : 1. With regard®
20 Government ;~11. Religion ;—11. Revenue.

LEXANDER died at Babylon in the thirty-third year of his sEgcT.
age, agitating vaft'and various fchemes both’' of war and of po- L

licy. His fhort reign, of only twelve years and eight months, may Deash of

. i . &Lk Alex mder,
be viewed under two diftin&t afpelts: cither as the termination of re« O mp.civ.
publican Greece, thereby drained ‘of her frength, and thenceforth (‘:'h”ﬁ”?:‘f__
eclipfed of ber fplendour; or as the commencement of a Grecian Two alfpedts

N ; ’a . of his reign.

dynafty in the Kaft, comprehending in that quarter all thofe nations
whofe records are embodied in what is now called apcient hiftory.
In treating the fubject nnder the former point of view, 1 endeavoured,

YOL. L A in’



SECT.

Peculiarities
in his cha-
ralter and
fortune.

PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF

in a preceding work , to unfold the plan of Alexander’s campaigns,
and accurately to defcribe his battles and fieges. But, in contem-
plating his reign under its fecond and fiill more important afpect, as
the foundation of a new empire, deftined fpeedily to diffolve into
many {cparate monarchies, it becomes neceflary to advert, not only
to the exploits which he atchieved, but to the extraordinary under-
takings which he meditated, and which, verging-as they certainly
did, on romantic heroifm, were neverthelefs, the boldeft of them,
confined within ftri&t pra@icable limits,

Above all candidates for renown, the Macedonian ftands, indeed,
pre-eminent for his uniform and nice difcrimination between diffi-
culties and impoffibilities. The former, \he perfeveringly furmounted ;
with the latter, he never once had the prefumption to grapple.
This diftin&ion in Lis favour, which enfured to him the higheft
intereft with writers of refleion, has not failed, however, to ex-
pofe him to the envious blafts of fatire, eager to leflen greatnefs, and
to the more peftilent breath of fabulous® panegyric, fervilely prone
to exaggerate merit into perfe@tion. If his detradors have abfurdly
arraigned him, as a deftroyer, a rod, and a fcourge ; his admirers
are not entitled to adorn him with the fame of a-blamelefs hero.
In the ufual courfe of his behaviour, he was mild, temperate,
and juft’; yet, on feveral important occafions, he was the vitim
both of anger and of pleafure; the two moft ordinary fources
of human frailty; But fuch perfonal excellencies or defe@s dif-
appear before the fplendour of his public life, the regular boldnefs
of his plans, and the unrivalled magnitude of his performances.
Endowed with an alertnefs and energy peculiarly his own, he
neverthelefs pra&ifed patlently in war the leflons derived from

! Hiftory of Ancient Greect. thele paﬂ'ages ! He fpeaks of him upwards

* Strabo, l.ii p.70. and L xv. p«798. of 70 times in the coyrfe of his Geography,
How deeply is the lofs ro be regretted of and alwayys with perfd confiftency. .
Strabo’s Commentary on the Tranfattions . Asrian, Exped. Alexand, & vii. c. 30
of Alexander, alluded to in the former of and paffim.

'3 Philip,



ALEXANDER’S CONQUESTS.

P];ilip, the greateft of gencrals. In his civil adminifiration, and the
prudent management of his conquefts, he adhered as invariably to
maxims inftilled * by Ariftotle, the greateft of philofophers. This
fingularity in his proceedings, as regulated by the leffons and autho-
rity of two fuch men, and of fuch oppofite principles or purpofes,
ftrangely overlooked as it has been, by hiftorians and philofophers of
Europe, was clearly recognized by Mandanis, an Indian and a prieft,
when he declared the invading Macedonian the only proficient in
wifdom, that he had ever known even by report, at the head of a
victorious army *,

‘Writers, innumerable, have celebrated the valour or fortune ot
Alexander ; but few, in imitation of Mandanis, feem willing to ad-
mire his wifdom or found policy. To do juftice to this part of his
charaéer, it is neceffary to afcertain, how far his refources were
adequate to his great undertakings, and how far his bare proje&ts
were warranted by reafon and experience.’

Before he thought fit to crofs the Hellefpont into Afia, he not
only extinguifhed rebellion in Greece and Macedon, but fubdued
the wider and rougher parts of what is now called Turkey in Eu-
rope, inhabited then, as at prefent, by Thracians and Illyrians,

ftubborn and warlike nations®.

Strabo, 1.i. p.67. This paffage anti-
cipat~s and refutes the falfe praife beftow.
ed ‘U0 Alexander at the expence of his
preceptor, who, according to FPlutarch,
advifed him to treat the Greeks as freemen,
and the Barbarfans as flaves. Plutarch’s

reporty of which we fhall afterwards fee
clearly the yery improper gmunds, has been
“foflowed by all modern writers, even the
moft refpedable : Witnefs the late Dr. Ro-
bertfon in his Difquifition congerning India,
puge 28, 4to edit. "Yet Strabo concludes,
@ Alexander did not negleét the admonitions
fent to him, but accepied them with full
approbation, and completely complied with
their feafe and fpirit.””  What ‘this fenfe and

Moft ufeful recruits might thus be

fpirit were, may be feen in my tranflation of
Avriftotle’s prafical works, vol. ii. p. 37-
and feq. 8vo. edit.

* Strabo, I, xv. p. 715,

¢ Arrian, Expedit. Alexand, L ii. c. 7+
The epiphets beftowed on them by the
Greek hiftorian, they deferve to the prefent
day. Under the names of Croats, Bofnians,
Bulgarians, and Servians they fill form to-
wards Europe the iron Yrontier of Turkifh
~power, hating the Chriftians in their neigh~
bonrhood with the pride of Moflems, exafl-
perated by the inveteracy of borderers.
8adly did the unhappy Emperor Jofeph ex-
perieace their ffubborn valour in 1788,
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Hisrefources
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derived from the ample region between the confines of the Danube
and the fea of Pelopounefus; a country much furpafling Great
Britain in extent, and in that age exuberantly populous, The reve-
nues of Macedon, arifing partly from the gold mines of Philippi,
and thofe near the lake Bolbe’, may, on good giounds, be eftimated
at the value of a million fterling *; an annual fupply in thofe days,
which notwithftanding thehigh pay and liberal (ubfiftence enjoyed®
by the Greeks and Macedonians, will appear on calculation fufficient
to keep on foot an army, moderate in point of nuinber, but fo
judicioufly compofed and fo perfectly difciplined, that no enemies
with whem it Wwas ever called to contend, could either refift its
firength or elude its velocity.

By an adherence to his preconcerted plan of firlk gaining the
maritime cities of Letler Afia, before he advanced inland, the
invader acquired the command of the fea, and thereby enfured the
beft means of availing himfelf of his domeftic refources. Long be-
fore the Indians beheld his altars on the eaftern bank of the Hypha-
fis, he fhould feem to have drawn from Europe contingents of
troops of very difproportionate magnitude to the fmall army of
thirty thouland foot and five thoufand horfe ** which he originally

7 Herodotus; L. v, ¢. 17,

* This will appear hereafter from the {ums
broaght irto the Roman treafury, and 2 cri-
tical examination of the paffages recording
them, in Livy, Pliny,and Velleias Paterculus,

* According to Thucydides and Demoft-
henes the fubfifteace of Athenian horfemen
was equal to their pay, and their.pay was a
drachmua, that is nearly eight-pence daily,
The captain hed only twice the pay of the
rank and file, and the general only twice the
pay of a captain. * Xenoph. de Exped,
Cyri, 1. ik, p. 403. edit. Leuncl, Accord-
ing to thefe data, and making ample allow-
ance fer contingencies, the expence of
30,000 foot and §,000 horft needed mot exe
ceed gooyo00l.

* The numbers are differently reported :
the higheft account makes them 43,000 foot,
and 5,500 horfe. Plutarch de Virtur. Alex-
and. Orat.i. p. 327. Edit. Xyland. Ar-
rian and Curtius do not profefs to fpe ¥y
every reinforcement. Without having in
view the general muiter, [ extra@ted from
them the following contingents:

6,000

§00

3,900

§00

4,000

500

6,000

e e,
Inall 20560

Bt

condu&ted
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conduéed acrofs the Hellefpont ; and the fuccefs of his arms in Afla SECT.

5.

fpeedily procured him moft powerful auxiliaries in that qdfarter. L____i_____,,

The weflern divifion of the Perfian empire, containing an incongru-
ous aflemblage of indignant republics and rebellious fatrapies, hung
fo loofely together, that one proportion of thofe relu@ant tributa-
ries might be employed in fubduing the other, and both of them be
afterwards direCted againft the remaining force of the monarchy.
In the courfe of four labotious compaigns, and through the fuccels
chiefly of the three great battles of Granicus, 1flus, and Arbela, and
the two memorable fieges of Haliearnaffus and Tyre, Alexander
thus laid at his mercy dominions twenty times more wealthy ** than
his hereditary kingdom. Many robuft yet docile Aftatics were em~
bodied under European officers, and with what experience difcovered
to be a fit admixture of European foldiers; commonly four Greeks
to twelve barbarians in each divifion of fixteen*’; that js, in each
file of the phalanx. The ftouteft and braveft among the vanquifhed,,
might delight in the Grecian exercifes, and glory at being inftru&ed
in the arts, and aflociated to the arms of the victors: but a paffion
far more powerful with the multitude than the tranfient love of
glory, would facilitate Alexander’s levies of oriental troops, if he
really fcized at Sufa” the value of nine millions fterling, and as
concurring authorities atteft, double that amount in the imperial

* Herodotus, 1 iii. c, gs- is thought through a varicty of dynafies from the an-

to give 14,560 Eubeic taletts, equal to
2,867,487 tor the revenues of Perfia; but
this fum appears to bave formed rather the
privy purfe of .the emperor. Conf. Hero-
dot.1 192 iit. 92 Xenoph. Leuncl. p. 239,
and yi10. Plato Opera, vol. ii. p. 1210
Edit. Ficini. and Stmabo, 1. xv. p. 735.
The contributions levied In kind (corn, cat-
tle, cloth, drugs,) cqualled thofe in mooey,
that is, filver. The free gifts on new year’s
days wede confiderable. Blato, vol. if. pa121.
The diltintion above sliuded to berween the
privy purle and the public revenue has paffed

.cient Perfians to the modern Turks : "but

the Hafoé or privy purfe of the Grand
Seignor is now richerthan the Miri: which
latter is faid to amount to 4,0c0,000l. Eton’s
Turkith Empire. The cuftom of prefenteto
their kings on the new year prevails alfo
among the modern Perfians, Chardin and,
Dellg Valle.

' Conf, Arrian, vii. 23, gnd Plutarch in
Alexand. p. 6g1. *

Y Idodorus Siculus, 11 xv. fed. 66
Arrian, iii. 16. Curtius, v, 2, Juftin. xi«
L4y

firong
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firong hold of Perfepolis . His army, therefore, continually fwelled

‘___:____, with the progrefs of his expedition eaftward ; and the divifion which

Subjc&s of
dilchion
. prepar tory
to the {ol-
lowifig hif-
tory.

he perfonally condu@ed, was never more numerous than in the
modern province of Lahore and on the farther bank of the Hyphalfis.
At this eaftcrn extremity of his conquefts, he muftered an hundred
and twenty thonfand men *; and in the laft year of his life, he was
joined in onc day on the Tigris by thirty thoufand ** barbarians,
armed and difciplined after the Grecian fathion.

To qualify my readers for perufing the following hiftory with
fome degree of intereft, I thall endeavour to lay before them a fort
of flatiftical furvey of thc vaiious dominions of Alexander, and de-
fcribe the diftribution of his Grecks and Macedonians among them,
in reference to local circumftances, and to that cafy and general
intercourfe, which, according to univerfal tellimony, he laboured
throughout to eftablifh : 1 fhall examine his fingular proceedings in
the three main points of government, religion, and revenue ; and
thall exert the utmoft diligence to explain, fully and clearly, how far
in the concerns cither of domeftic induftry or foreign commerce, he
profecuted the plans of preccding princes, or embraced new ones,
peculiar to himfelf ; and of which as none before him had fet the ex-
ample, fo certainly none who followed him, have ever prefumed on
the imitation. By the difcuffion of thefe important topics, our
minds will be prepared to' unravel the intricacy of the-perturbed
{cénes that opened in the eaftern world, and which brought into
acion all its elements and powers. The ftruggle for empire among
the Macedonian captains is the moft memorable warfare ever waged
in Afia in point of duration and obftinacy, and the only general
confli in that quarter of the globe, during which the refources of
wealth and numbers were fteadily direGed by {cientific fkill and

% Diodorus, xvii.7t. Strabo, xv. 731. ' Artian, L vii. ¢. 8. and 32, and Pla-
Curtiys, v. 6. and Plutarch in Alexand. tarch in Alexand.
¥ Curtius, viii, 6,

difciplined
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difciplined valour., It terminated by the battle of Ipfus in the
Greater Phrygla, fought twenty-two years after Alexander’s demife;
through which memorable a@ion his empire was indeed irrecoverably
ruined as a whole, yet continued, in confequence of arrange-
ments that had been madc by him, to flourith-confpicuoufly in many
of its parts or fiagments "

In treating the fir{t branch of my fubjeét, 1 conld wifh to perform
what the Greck hiftorian of this period has been contented with pro-
mifing ; and to draw a lively picture impreilive on the fancy and me-
mory ', of the political geography of Afia from the Grecian fea to the
Indus, eahibiting all the important peculiarities by which the feveral
portions of that vaft territory were effentially chara&erifed. A delinea-
tion of the twenty latrapies of Darius would not intirely anfwer my
purpofe, iince, according to that diftribution, which was made chiefly
with a view to tribute, nations were clafled in the fame fatrapy,
not only diflimilar in manners, but in local fituation extremely re-

v

mote from each other . Belides this inconvenience, the number of

the fatrapics occafionally underwent alteration ™

; it was imprudeatly
reduced by Darius’s {fucceflors, who thereby ftrengthened the hands
of their more powerful viceroys or vaflals, fpontaneoufly too prone
to rebellion ; and neither Alexander, nor thofe who came after him,
adhered to a divifion artificial and arbitrary, fince unguided by thofe
permanent differences by which nature had charaflerifed the coun-
try, and thofe almoft equally invariable with which time and cuftomn
had marked its inhabitants.

w 'He (foil. Aniferdew apyns) DanvBucng emi-
wingor thdapne 7o pegn,  Appian. in Prefac.
€. E0.

¥ TIgo ofBarpw: Teducns 75 OArs rumebiqias, &c.
Liodor: s, e aviiis {e&. 5.

' Herodintusy 1. iii ¢. 89, To which 1dd
the invaluible commentary of our great geo-
grapher; Rennell’s Geographyof Herodotus,

p 229~—323. Thefubjed of the P rfian fatras
pies is learnedly treated aifo by Mr Heeren
in his well known work * lIdeen uber die
Polutik, &¢.” that is, *1deas on the Policy?
Intercourfe, and Comrtherce of the Principal
States of Antiquity,” p to3=—350.

# Coafer. Hercdot. ubi fupra, and Xeno-
phon Hellen, and Apabas, palim

Confidered

Polizical

geography
of Afia
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Confidered under their moft general alped, the Macedonian do-

L_ﬂ,__, minions in the eaft comprehended the peninfula™ of Lefer Afia

Its moit ge-

neral afped.

Leffer Afia,

bounded by three feas; the kingdom of Egypt on the eppofite or
fouthern fide of the Mediterranean ; and the moft renowned powion
of the ancient coptinent running eaftward of that {ea, and nearly
commenfyrate with its intire expanfe of water both in 'inagnitade
and in climate. Alexander’s conquelts will thus beifouid to have
extended forty-five degrees-of longitude over the “faireft portigs of
the tempsrate zone: their greateft breadth fizetched over twenty
degrgcs of latitude, from the_fea of Aral and the laxartes, to the
mouth of the Indus, the entrance of the Perfian gulph, and the
fouthern frontier of Egypt; all three poﬁtlons in the near vicinity
of the northern tropic.

In this mighty and genfrally compact fahric of empire; Lefler
Afia and Egypt fufficiently  diftinguifth themfelves as outfpread-
iog appendages on two joppofite fides of the Mediterranean.
The former is a peninfula nearly equal to Germany in extent,
and which, during many, agps of antiquity, might be coms
pared “with the German enfpire in the wide variety of its govern-
pents, < {t contained geénerally, but gmoft. cenfpicuouily along

‘the fea.cqaft, a; firong . admixture-sof Ruropean blood ; which

ciccumftance rendered @t equally imyportant in-a politieal and military
point of view, , Jt had been longwfamed for its arts and opulence :
and jts profperity caunqq,,{bc fufpefied. of, éeghnq., undeprAlexander
and his tuccpﬁ‘oggt if, safter many mercilels dqmedmcna by Mithri-
dates and the R:::z@,;vfmlt Mark Anthogy by a doublerequilition really
extorted from it »g pne year,shy amount of forty millions fietling **,
In the prqgrcfs of this*work, the enormity of that fum will be re-
Buced nearer. o the flandazd, of probability, whea we contta the
# Thu torm.nfed by Stmbo, I Miv.. fays, this fom was the tribute of ten years,

P*ﬁ? APPBB: M c'h'!lﬂ kL V‘u%‘d
”Pluumlw'in Jlmmu.. P mmm

ancient
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ancient fources of the riches of Lefler Afia with the aftual caufes of SECT.
its wretched poverty. Let it fuffice for the prefent to obferve, that (e ey
it exhibited for the extent of two thoufand miles along its winding

coaft a feries of flourifhing feaports, moft of them Greek colonies

and republics; an unbroken line of civilization and €ommercial

altivity, that can be compared fo-fitly with nothing in the ancient

or modern world, as with the long lit of Britith colonies, now

United States, on the coaft of North America.

Of ancient Egypt we fhould judge’very improperly by the de- Egype.
graded country now bearing that name. The Egyptians of old,
whofe ingenuity had fubdued the Nile, and controuled its defolating
fuperabundance or too niggardly* contributions of water, are
defcribed as an orderly and courteous people, delighting in habitual
induftry, enjoying great vigour of health, and according to the
report of Herodotus, thofe of them cultivating hufbandry, or refi-
dent in cities, the moft intelligent of all foreigners, with whom that
acute Greek hiftorian in the courfe of his long travels, had the good
fortune te converfe ™. Through the facred indolence of the Mof~
lems in negle&ting the various branches and canals of the Nile,
Egypt is reduced to half its ancient cultivable foil *, and contains
not even a half of its ancient population *. Through terrer of the
wandering Arabs and banditti that perpetually infeft its frontier, it
is cut off from the mountains of the Red 8Sea, which fupplied it
with a profufion of precious marbles. With the ruin of its ufeful
or elegant arts, it has Yong ceafed to command an invaluable caravan
commerce, which had rendered it fucceflively a powerful inde-
pendent kisgdom, and the richeft fatrapy, except Babylonia, in the

% Straboy xviicyRys dnd again, p. 81z, ™ Jefephus Mates its populonfoefs at cight
Krafpe &5 rapuos b agxyreutonss, o 16 uoyir udvg  millions, De Bell, Judaic. L ii. ¢. 4 Its

M2 7O RN . inhabitants are now redoced to lefs than
% Herodot. H. 99. % feq. three millions. Pococke, Volney, and dif.
* Bee Rennell's Geography of Herodotus, feremt HiRtories of the Britifh Expedition to

p- 531533 Egypt, in 1801,

YOL. I c Petfian
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Perfian empire, before Alexander and his fucceffors made it the

g__....,....._; great maritime emporium of nations. In this flourithing ftate, it

Aflyria and
Arrama mu-
tuaily fepa-
rated by
mouvnt Zag..
YO&.

fell into the hands of the Romans, and was governed by them fix
complete centuries, producing an annual revenue little exceeding
indeed three millions fterling ¥; but which, evcn in the fplendid
age of Auguflus, far furpaficd the prefent value of that fum in ex-
change either with the labour of man, or the ufeful produions of
nature.

Beyond the Mediterranean, and the peninfula which that fea
wathes and confines, the broader expanfe of Ala is commonly
divided iuto the territories to the caft and welt of the Tigris. But
this moft cclebrated portion of the ancient continent, as the im-
memorial feat of endlets dynaflics, may be more fitly diftinguithed
by the chain of mountains a linle eaft of the Tigris, feparat-
ing anciently the dominions of Affyria from thofe of Media, and
conftituting the altual boundary between the Turkifh and Perfian
powers. In this mountainous chain, which ftretches from the con-
fines of the Enxine to the thores of the Perlian gulph, Zagros is the
moft important link, fince forming, as.it were, the weflern wall of
Media-Msagna.  Zagros feparates™ that wideft .of the fatrapics
from the once richer aad'more rengwned regions watered by the
navigable courfes of the Kuphratew and Tigris, By ecfablifhing
mount Zagros for the ground of: our divifion, we fhall at gace im-
pardally refpect the great. diftin®tions of empire jn ancient and
modern times, the comparative extent and value of territory, and
thofe effential differences of bloed and language by which chiefly the
nations of the earth are cither united or diferiminated,  Yarigus
languages, as will be explained hereafter, were fpokea in the Afiatic
peninfula ; but from the confines of the peainfulagothofe of Media,

o Strabo, 1 xvii p. 708 The revenue *?!Mwhw&kuw?w
under the Beys way eflimated af 1, 5qo0,900)e _Strabe, 1, &v, p. 532. CoskRolybing.brv.
Wilfon’s Britub Expedmon, p. 236, ¢ #ide

the
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the Syrian prevailed univerfally *; and the Perfian held nearly * the
fame extenfive fway to the Indus over Media; Perfis, the proper
Perfia; Badtria, or Ba&triana, and all the mferlor provinces of the
Eaft. In point of habits and manners, Zagros formed a boundary
not lefs palpable. To the weft of it lived the Affyrians, a people
comparatively peaceful and civilized ; to the eaft, dwelt the rude
Cafpians,- Hyrcanians, Parthians, Arians, BaGrians, Sogdians, all
of them alike armed with bows made of reeds, or bamboos, and
fhort lances: in their perfons and cuftoms there was a clear and
firiking refemblance, which univerfally betrayed a ftrong admixture
of Scythian blood, and Seythian barbarifm **

In the geography of the Greeks, Affyria often confounded with
Syria, comprehended the four following countries *: Mefopotamia
and Babylonia, rcfpe@ively the northern and fonthera divifions of
the valt peninfula between the Tigris and Euphrates; Atur or
Adiabene ¥, lying to the eaft of the Tigris; and Syria Proper, the
extenfive province to the weft of the Euphrates, and reaching from
that mighty fiream to the coaft of the Mediterranean™. As the
coincidence in language and inflitutions united the whole of thofe
regions under the common appellation of Affyria, fo a fimilar uni-
formity diffufed over the countries on the other fide of Zagros even
to India, the ancient and general name of Ariana”, a name cafily
recognizable in the Eriene or Iran® of Qriental writers, But, in
confequence of the afcendency, acquimd,‘g doft, recovered, and at

* Twg ahewry paxph wr Sapuoutn e avens
woi; T exro; e EuQparn waw seis wiog.  Strabo,
L1 p- *ll ’

P OuoyAsreo wage pouer, 1d. 1. xv. pa 724,

#* Herodot. 1. vil. ¢. 61. & feq.

® Hevedotns, Xenoplon, Strabo, =md
Arrian: pactionlarly Herodobus, i, 106. and
178.

& Piin,N, H. L. v. ¢. 13, This country
was catled Atur by the natives ; which tame
the Romans confounded with Aflyria in its

€z

F} 1

gcrural ﬁgmﬁ'canon. Dmn Caﬂius, L Ixviii,
in Trajan: an error’ in vames which occas
fioned great comfufion in hiftory as well as
geography.

# M xore ovpw.  Strabo, 1. xv. p. 693.
¢ THe Lower Syria,” that is nearer the fea
coalt.

# Straho, rv. p. (88,

# Zendavefla paflimy and D’Herbelot,
Aatic, Il‘ant

different
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SECT different periods ef hiftory long held by Perfis, the proper Perfia,
,____.,____, adjacent to the Perfian gulph, the name of Ariana was in later times
fupplanted, and among the hiftorians and geographers of Europe, at
length totally funk in that of Perfia, including not only the countries
of Ariana above mentioned, but the extenfive territory fouthward,
wafhed by the Erythrzan fea, and having the Perfian gulph and
the Indus for its weftern arffd eaftern boundaries. Within this fpa-
cious quadrangle, four times the extent of France, the main body
of modern Perfia extends its ufelefs bulk, the inland regions being
fcantily fupplied with water, and the coaft of the Erythrzan fea un-
provided with fafc harbuurs”. Its fouthern parts are indelibly
maiked by the wide deferts of Carmania and Gedrofia, and its thores
were in all ages of antiquity deformed by miferable Ichthyophagi,
far fpread though feeble tribes, whofe bread confifted of dried fithes,
their houfes of fith bones, and whofe fole diftin&ions of honour
depended on the quantity and kinds which they had colle@ed of
thofe wretched materials. But Carmaniaand Gedrofia, now Ker-
man and Makran, were refpeively bounded on the north by Ara-
chofia and Saranga, provinces refrefhed by projeQing branches of
the Paropamifus *.  Fertility began with the mountains ; and as this
traé&t of Perfia formed the fhorteft communication between India and
Afiyria, its inhabitants, improved by commerce, are chara&erized **
by their party coloured robes of delicate texture, their wealth,
civility, and beneficence, long before the ere@ion there by Alexan-
der of ftations or ftaples connefted by dire@ roads with Babylon,.
which that conqueror purpofed to render the centre of univerfal
commerce, as well as the capital of his mighty empire. From this

¥ Oliarius, Tavernier, Chardin, Le Brun. en Perfé, p. 107, & ﬁq It appears from

® Acriani Indica, ¢ 39.

® In the middle of the a7th century, Ta-
wernier vifited & ruinous city unwalled, fap-
pofed the capital of Carmania, and fituate
iu 2 comparatively fertile difixi®. Voyage

his diltances @ have ftood near ibe borders
of Sarunga,

+ Diedorus, xvii. 8. Conf. Herodotus,
Vil 67

general
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general furvey, it will appear that leaving for the prefent India out of
the account, the Afiatic dominions of Alexander comprehended the
comparatively narrow peninfula comprefled between the Euxine and
Mediterranean ; the widely {preading Aflyria, inhabited by Aflyrians
or Syrians; and Ariana or Perfia, the country of the Medes and
Perfians, and all the kindred nations of the Eaft.

In each member of this threefold divifion, we fhall find many
characteriftic differences; moral as well as phyfical. But in fur-
veying the whaole generally, Greek hiftorians difcovered a feature
in its gecography, which pervaded its intire length, and of which
they often make ufe for diftinguifhing, not only the larger maffes of
this territory, but alfo the minuter groups into which power or
policy had thrown it*', With both thefe views, their defcriptions
of that part of the eaftern continent, at all open to their refearches,
are commonly guided by the bold form of its mountains, which
decide the courfe of thofe great rivers, to whofe natural inundations,
modified by patient ardificial management, the dry Aflyrian plains
wholly owed their fertility and beauty. Thefe gigantic highlands,
the great laboratory of Afia, direly crofs the chain of Zagros *
above noticed, incomparably exceeding it, however, in the length
of their courfe. Commencing in the fouth-weftern corner of the
peninlula, nearly oppofite to Rhodes, they hold under the general
n-we of Taurus, a direGtion parallel to the Mediterranean, and thus

divide Leffer Afia into two unequal parts, by {eparating the -fouthern
and rugged diftricts of Lycia, Pamphylia, and Cilicia from the more
extenfive and more level provinces of Lydia, Phrygia, and Cappa-
docia. At the facred promontory of Lycia, a branch of Taurus
firft rifes to confpicuous eminence, overhanging the adjacent fea,

# Conf Diodorus, I xviii. e. 5. &feq. Zagros is conformable to Strabo, 1. xi.
8trabo, L. xiv. p. 6-3. and Arrian. Exped. p. 522. Coul. Tohybiuvs, 1 v. ¢ 44. Pro-
Alexand. L v. ¢ 8. & feq lemy enlarges mount Choathros at the ex-

# The importance afligned in the text to  pence of Zagros.

3 and
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and thence boafting the-proud name * of Olympus, a name ufurped
by many other mountains, both in ancient Greece and in her Afiatic
fettlements. ‘Taking an oblique counrfe as it advances towards the
eaftern confines of the peninfula, Taurus affumes there a greater
elevation, fometimes furveying from its fammits at once the Medi-
terranean and the Euxine, and thed gradually diffufes itfelf over the
table land of Armenia, a.country in the fame latitude with*Spain,
yet experiencing, in conlequence of its height, the utmoft feverity
of winter **. From this huge trunk, as it were, of the mountain, a
branch extends northwards, which, under the name of Caucafus,
towers between the Euxinc and Calpian feas, 'and from its morthern
ridges overlooks the boundlef deferts of Sarmatia and Scythia. In
a dire@ion oppofite to that of Caucafus, Zagros, as above obferved,
feparated Affyria from Media-Magna, forming the weftern frontier
of the latter. The principal entrance into Media, conducted to that
beautiful dictri&, which lies between Ecbatana, now Hamadan, and
the lake Maraga“: and the main iffue from the {fame great province
to more- eaftern lands, paffed through the Cafpian: gates, a vaft
chafm eight miles d6hg, and commonly forty yards broad, at the
diftance of 4 hundred miles due fouth from the Caipian fca*.
Media, which thus conftitnted the link of communieation between
Affyria and Ariana, whas, a8 above dbferved, ‘beth*in a moral and
geoptaphical point of view a'great and important boundary.” ,""o
the welt.of the Medes lived the Affyrians, a peop"rc‘ moré polithed

" Oavprr 35 our Myn ‘ Ariftot. de Moft anéient nauoﬁs had their Olympus,
Mundo, &c. thenoé denoting **the 30 fin. evey the Séythians, whofe defcendants, Lhe
ing manfious of the Gods.”, See Homer,” Tartars, fill veserate as fuch monnt Cafh-
Oyl vi. v 45. bemﬁfdﬂy tranflated by ﬁr on the frontier of their great defere

Lucretius, iii. v 18, Cobi. In the fame manner Afgard was the
Apparet Divum numen, fedefque guierm, Olzn;zl:;’:fh.th;%;;:;ng;:ﬁ&L ife;ﬁd;?
Quas neg_ue concutiant ventl, cte, "deﬂﬂmthog Lov i-‘ 52, ,Gadu;s;;:thh;'
And Clauds ‘modeca gythoritics in Remncll's B
i of Hepedorus, p. 277. andgsﬁ. e
Celfior exurght pluvm, lmdir.qae ruentes,  # Bling N. H. L, vie,c. 14 Confy Della~
Sub pedibus nixnbos, £t rauca tonitroa calea valle, vol. iii. p. &3.

than
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than themfelves; the contrary was the cafe, with the Parthians,
Arians, and Perfians, their eaflern neighbours.

Atter pufling forth the oppofite branches of Caucafus and Z1gros,
the great mountain, or rather the table land ftudded with mountains,
continues its courfe eaftward, afluming a little beyond the fite of
Ecbatana, or Hamadan, the founding name of Orontes. The portion
of Taurus diftinguithed by this name, feparated the two Medias,
the northern moftly a rugged diftri&, fit only for rude pafturage, the
fouthern, defervedly called Media-Magna, a coumry abounding. in
beautiful vallies tufceptible of the higheft cultivation, and fucceffively
the main ftock of the Perfian and Parthian empires, neither of which
were of much account until the kindred nation. of the Medes rein-
forced their power.  From the neighboughood of the Cafpian gates,
Taurus pufhes fouthward the Paratacaene* hills, a branch pa.rallel to
Zagros feparating Media from Perfia; while the great primary
chain flill continues its eaftern dire@ion through the unfroitful tradts
of Hyrcania and Parthia, correfponding with the reugher partsof the
modern Kborofan, and from thence to the great kingdom of Bycharia;
a kingdom comprehending the Ba&ria ** and Sogdia of the ancients.
Under their rude modern appellations thefe valuable provinces have
long been deformed by Tartars, but they were anciently ¢mbellithed
by Greeks beyond moft regions of the Eaft; and their fituation cn
the Scythian frontier will give to them much military importance in
the {ubfequent hiftory.

At the extremity of Badris, tlie fwelling phugle divides ard ex>
pands into two broad belts, the one called Imausy ﬁremhmg towards

the Hyperborean regions, and the coaft of Navg Zembla; the other,.

@ Ay Zagros i the weltern, fa the Paras interrupted by the yalldy of Ifpahan, which
tacaenc,hilis are the eaftern, wall of Media. city is fearcely four miles diftant from the
The two paraliel chaing lie abone 300 miles  fouthern monntains. Bell’s Travels, vol. i,
afunders The Parktacaene Wmeuntding of p. 1B,

Media advance fouthward to join thofe of  #' I'n Baxspet, Strabo. thence often
Pecfis, the proper Perfin ¢ whe chaiy isonly  callell Badrians.

und'en
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under the fucceflive names of Paropamifus, the Indian Caucafus, and
Emodus, and holding the original eaftern courfe, and compofing the
vaft high-lands that long defended the wealth and effeminacy of Hin-
doftan ; while on the oppolite, or northern fide, they form an obtufe
angle with Imaus, and thus inclofe the great defert of Shamo or
Cobi **, whofe frightful fterility fiill thuts up and guards the un-
warlike populoufhefs of China. Alexander attempted not to fcale
Imaus, the afcent to the proper region of thofe Scythians, who
boafted of being the ‘ancienteft of men, becaufe their country was
the moft elevated *°, and whofe defolating inundations Lave fo often
deformed the face of the eaftern world. Menacing hordes of the
fame warlike nation, he encountered on the banks of the Iaxartes,
the northern boundary of Spgdiana or Sogdia. After wounding them
from his engines acrofs that broad river, he pafled to the oppofite
thore on fkins, and aflailed the infolent barbarians in a2 manner fo
new to them, and fo refiftlefs, that they had recourfe to a hafty fub-
miffion*’. His friendfhip was then granted to the great Khan, who
difavowed the hoftile proceedings of a worthlefs part of his fubjeéts ;
and Alexander having thus fuftained the matchlefs fame of his arms,
allowed himfelf with admirable policy to be reftrained by divine
warnings from violating the inward majefty of the defert, into
which there was not any rational human motive that fhould induce
him to penetrate **

To the fagacity of that conqueror, the ridges of Paropamifus were
not lefs alluring than Imaus had been repulfive. The fouthern
mountains comdained the inlets to India, a country disfigured, in-

# Shamo, or Shamoo, is theChinefe name,
figriifying the ** Sea of Sund.” Cabi is the
Tartar name for the fume defert.

% Juftin, L ii. ¢ 4. ‘The boaft of thofe
weftern Scythians in Juflin is clearly derived
from théir ealtern brethren the Calmouks
and Zongones, who hold the fame proud
langnage to the prefent day. La Chappe
Voyage en Siberic, p. 302. The aﬁ:ent to

Chifefe "Tartary i found by baremetrical
obiervations to be 16,000 feet above the Yele
low Sea. Conf, Pallas A&. Petropol. An.
1777. Sraunton’s Voyage to China, val. iis
p 306 and Kirwan’s Geologmal Eflaysy
p- 26. &feq N

“ rrian, L. iv. o in Conf.

¥rch in Alexand, ;kg -
" Arrian, Ibid,

deed,
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deed, by Greek fables, but known to produce commodities peculiar

1}
SECT.

to itfelf, and of univerfal demand among all the civilized nations of | g

antiquity. In penetrating through the Paropamifus thither, Alex-
ander purfued the fame route that had been opened, or frequented,
by ancient caravans, and which has been followed, as is well known,
by all future conquerors. From the precifion with which the ave-
nues to India arc defined by rivers and defiles, armies in different
ages have conftantly invaded that country by the fame unvaried
trat *’; all of them have traverfed the Paropamifus fo as to defcend
into the valley of Candahar, and all have croffed the Indus at Taxila,
now Attock, becaufe the only place on that river where the flack-
ened rapidity of its ftream conveniently admits a bridge. But, in
his tranfadtions in the neighbourhood -of the Indus, and his return
to that of the Euphrates, Alexander difplayed views in his expedi-
tion altogether diffcrent from the mercilefs depredations of a Nadir
Shah, a Tamerlane, and a Mahmut. The mountainous inlets to
India were formed into a Macedonian province, under the name of
the Satrapy of Paropamifus, and bridled by well garrifoned citics,
particularly two Alexandrias, upon, or near *, the fites of the modern
Cabul and Candabar, places ftill recognized as the two principal
gates of Hindoftan; the former towards Tartary, the latter towards
Perfia. The high lands furrounding Cabul and Candahar, containing
the fources of the Oxus and Indus, muft always be important in a
commercial point of view, fince they unite the navigable courfe of
thofe great rivers; but they were of far greater relative importance
in thofe ages, when the commerce of the Eaft was carried on chiefly
or folely by inland communications. In the Panjab again, or country
watered by the five eaftern branches of the Indus, the pacific Taxiles,
and the war-like Porus, were alike reinftated in their dominions,

¥ Conf.Arrian, Liv c.22. and D’Anville  * Rennell’s Memoir of a map of Hindof-
Lclaircifl. {ur la Geograph. de la Haute tan, p. 153—16; 3d edition.
Afie, p. 19.

VOL, 1. D and
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SE C T. and admitted to the rank of friends*, But a furer friend, Python, the

M fon of Agenor *; was left with a body of Greeks in the Panjab, as
{uperintendant of Macedonian affairs in that vaJuable* territory.
Thefe arrangements fo effential to the inland commerce carried on
with India, were accompanied by naval undertakings of a bolder
nature, but not lefs decided utility. On the banks chiefly of the
Indus and* Hydafpes a fleet was conftruéted, or colle@ed, that from
the trireme to the tender, amounted to two thoufand fail **. While
the land forces in divifions pervaded the country on either fide, this
great armament purfued its triumphant courfe for the fpace of fix
hundred wiles down the Indus to the ocean.  Having accomplithed
this voyage, the leaft ferviceable veflels were laid up in the Indian
Delta, a diftri€t formed by alluvions of the Indus, into the fame
triangular fhape with the well known Delta of the Nile. The
flogter fhips or gallies Alexander then manned with above ten
thoufand Greeks or Pheenicians, and entrufted them to Neaichus,
the zealous friend of his youth and adverfity during the fufpicious
reign of Philip, that he might explore the navigation bitwecn
the mouth of the Indus, and the iamoft recefs of the I'erhan
gulph: an enterprize which that commander fuccefsfully performed
in the courfe of fomewhat lefs than five months, and which he after~
wards clearly and impreflively defcribed *, Meanwhile the Greek
cities of Bucephalia and Nicza, and others whofe very names have
perithed ®, were built in the five tributary fireams which water the

Panjab; and Pattala, now Tatta,

% Arvinn, L v c. 20.

* Thus named by Diodorus, xviii. 39. o
diftngnith him from Python, the fon of
Crateas, an officer, as we fhall fee, of higher
rank in Alexander’s fervice.

37 Plutarch, p.6gg. fays that Alexander
fubdued §,0d0 cities in India, as large as
Cos ; and Strabo, I xiv. p. 657, fays that
Cos, though a beautiful and elegant, is but
a fmall city. ¢ It contained about five or

was built on the Indus itfelf, near

fix thowfand inhabitants : for Arrian informs
us that the country of the Glanee in India
contained 37 cities, which hud {rom s5,c00 to
£0,000 inhabitants.” Arrian, 1 v. ¢, 2¢.

¥ Arrian, ). v. ¢, 2. The numbers, how-
ever, are different in his Indian hifory,
¢ 19,

s Apnd Arrian, Hift, Indu:. c. 20 &
feq.

 Plutarch, Arrian, Diodorus, and Pliny,

the



ALEXANDER'S CONQUESTS.

the top of the Delta®, deftined in Alexander’s fond fancy to become
the Memphis of the Indian world.

In cumpliance with the example of ancient hiftorians, I have thus
traced mount Taurus to the extremitity of the Macedonian conquelts.
But truth obliges me obferve, that the delineation of this ftony gir-
dle of Afia would far better difcriminate the divifions of that conti-
nent, if its nature more exatly correfponded to the notions which
Greek writers entertained of it. They confidered this mountainous
ranpe, particularly in its prolongation eaftward, as feparating® the
dark 1epions of cold and penury, from the delicious and bright
plains of Southern Afia, from countries whofe names revive the ideas
of wealth and pleafure ; peculiarly adapted to the arts of peace, and
the multiplication of men and animals ; the firft that were adorned
by great cities, and which as the warm genial foil, when foftened by
irrigation, is in no feafon of the year condemned to barren fleep,
produced abundantly, through many fucceflions of ages and empires,
whatever can foothe the fenfes or delight the fancy. But this bold
diflin@ion is wanting in corre@nefs, Within the precinéts of Lefler
Alia, the Grecks well knew that the fouthern diftri@s of Lycia,
Pamphilia, and Cilicia, are rougher and lefs fertile than the great
central plains of Phrygia and Cappadocia, or the ftill more northerly
trac of Pontus, watered by the Iris and Thermodon ®, Beyond the
limits of that peninfula, Taurus, in its progrefs eaftward, inflead of
forming a narrow line of partition, fwells generally in breadth
between the thirty-fifth and fortieth degrees of north latitude, and
the provinces to which ancient hiftorians affign it for the fouthern
boundary, namely, Armenia, Media-Alrapatena, Parthia, Sogdia,

% Btrabo, . xv p. 701. feribing the roads from India to Turan, the

% Diodorue, xvitl. § Conf. Strabo, 1.xiv. more northern region, the Ayin Acbaree
p. 673 and Arriany, L v, ¢.5. All thefe mentions one by the way of Candahar en-
Greck writers confidered Taurus alfo as an  tirely tree from hills, Rennell’s Memoir,
unbroken ridge, dividing the two great cen- p. 154,

tral rcgiona of Afia, Iran und Tursm, as % Strabo, 1. ii. Pes 48
they are called by the orientals. Butin de-

Ui and

9
SECT.

L3

| N SR |

In what funie
Trurus say
bt reguacd
av a comedl
Itne of dif=
undion.



20
BECT.
1.
)

Military
roadthrough
Afia.

ll

|

'll

|

|
|
|

I

I

I

IMPOOO0O35950ENG

Il

3
Acc NO Tib 35950 ¢y 27.07-0
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and BaQria, are all of them partly, and fome of them chiefly com-
pofed of the broad mountainous chain itfelf. Yet we fhall fee in the
progrefs of this hiftory, that thefe northern lands teemed with fruit-
ful and beautiful vallies, immemorially praifed by the oricntals as
earthly paradifes ; whereas not to mention the fouthern regions of
Carirania and Gedrofia, which can only be clafled with the Syrian
an’l Arabian Jefurts, Perfis, the proper Perfia, five degrees fouth of
Taurus, is naturally one of the rougheft and pooreft divifions in the
empire besring its name, and only exceeded by the neighbouring
haunts of the predatory Uxii and Cofleans, in the forbidding afpett
of the country and native fiercenels of its inliabitants. The forticth
degree of latitnde, however, which formed the great northern boun-
dary of Alexander’s Afiatic empire, may be regarded as a clcar and
decifive limit * between paftoral and agricultural nations, feparating
the peaceful Armenians from the irreclaimable tenants of Caucafus;
Media-Magna from Mcdia Atrapatena; Sogdia and Badtria trom
Scythia ; and beyond the geography known to the Grecks, the inde-
fatigable hufbandmen of China, from the Nomades in Chincfe
Tartary. .

Before I proceed to explain the difiribution of the Greeks and
Macedonians among the various provinces which I have enumerated,
it will be proper to advert to the natural and ufual communications
between them in the whole of their extent from the [Egean fea to
the Indus. Under the Perfians, whofe thougiits turned folely on.
aggrandifement or fecurity, part of this vaft route was marked by a
great military road which extended above thirteen hundred miles
from the Choafpes or Eulzus *, to the Greek coaft of lonia. The
banks of the Eulzus were adorned by Sufa, a rich and flourithing
city, of whofe immemorial profperity, the fources will afterwards be

¢ Compare Strabo, Diodorus, and Arrian  The Choafpes and Eulzus unite their

above cited, with Chardin, Tavernicr, and flrcams a little above Safa ¢ thence the con.
Fofter’s journcy from Bengal to England in fufion of names,

1798, .
explained.,
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explained. It ftord two hundred * miles eaft of Babylon on the
fame extended plain, and through hatred to the Babylonians had
been preferred by the kings of Perfia, for the ufual refidence of their
court, and the chief feat of their empire”. In confequence of this
circomftance, the military or royal road, for the purpofe of the
hiftorian who defcribes it, is carried no farther than Sufa. This
road paffed ** from the Grecian fea through the central provinces of
Lydia, Phrygia, and Cappadocia j penetrated through the Cilician
pafles at Iffus, croffed the Euphrates at Zeugma, and thence traverfed
Mefopotamia to Nineven or Moful, the ordinary paflage of the
Tigris. It then took its direion fouthward through Adiabene or
Aturia, and croffed the four rivers, which, after watering that pro-
vince, fall into the Tigris : namely, the greater and lefler Zab, which
th®Grecks called the Wolfe and the Boar; the Diala, or Phyfcus,
which flows through the intermediate diftri@, and the more fouthern.
Mendeli or Gyndes, which Cyrus, to avenge the drowning of a
facred horfe, is faid to have deprived of its dignity as a great river.
by dividing it into 3060 artilicial channels . From Aturia it con-
ductcd to Sittacene the eaftern appendage of Babylonia, and from

thence proceeded through a rich

“ Polyclet apud Stribon, 1 xv. p. 728.

* According to Xenophon, Cjrus fpent
feven months at Babylon; two fummer
months at Echatana in Media-Magna ¢ and
the three months of fpring at Sufa. Xeno
phon Cyroped. 1. viii. p.233. But fiom
the time of Darus Hyftafpis Sufa became
the chief refidence of the Perfiun kings.
Mr. Larcher in his tranflation of Herodowus,
vol. vii. p.347. Table Geograph. fays
% that the Perfian kings after Cyrus, fpent
the winter at Suf, the fummey at Ecbat na,
the fpring ar Babylon, and the autumnn at
Perfepolis. But he does not cite his aw-
thoriues, and I believe, uine will be fonnd
for the rclidence of thofe kings during tlie
autumn at Perfepolis.

i H‘m 1! Y- &]I- &h’

plain to Sufa. The whole route

% derodotus, ibid. Yet Cyrus, who was
incompui 1bly the beft and wif 1} of ull the
Perfiaa kings, might have better reaions for
thisitravgeundentaking. Finding the Gyndes
uncxj ¢éledly fwoln, and being unprovided
with einbarkations, he might have recourfe
to the lubour of hu great armuy to make the
river for fable 3 and the fooner to gam his
end, might mark out a vaft number of chan-
nels. Rennell's Geography o' Herodotus,.
p 202. Cefur perfoined a fimilar opera-
tion on the tiver dicoris in Spam. Caztar de
Bell. Civil. i. 61. This a&ion in Cyrus,
thei efore, is not to be put on a footing with
thar of Xerxes, the third in fuccefhon from:
him, when he threw fetters into the Hellel~
pont. Herodot. vii.

eonfumed
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confumed ninety-three days, at the rate of fourtcen Eoglifh miles
for each day’s march, thus excecding above thirteen hundred of fuch
miles in length.  There is nearly the {ame diftance between the
Choafpes which walhed the walle of Sufa, and the remote paraliel
fiream of the Indus. The military progrefs through ancient Auna,
may be fuppofed, therefore, to have confumed about the {pace of fix
months ; but the floweft caravans far exceed the rapidity of armics,
commonly travelling each day feventeen or eighteen miles.

On this occafion I mention caravans, becaufe the roads traverfed for
military purpofc?s by the Perlians were according to the carlicft notices
in hiftory frequented by the Affyrians, Arabians, and Indo-Scythians™
in travelling affociations for commerce. To this falutary intercourfe
through many parts of the Eaftern continent, deferts prefented dif-
ficulties, and mountains impoffibilities.” The halting places, there=
fore, and great flaples by means of which only an extenfive inland
traffic can be carried on, were determined chiefly by the dire@ion of
Taurus and its various branches above fpecified. In paffing through
Lefler Afia, Taurus overhangs the level and ealily pervious provinces
of that peninfula, which were traverfed as we have fecn by the royal
road of the Perfians, and which will be fhewn in thie progrefs of this
hiftory, to have been immemorially the feats of opulgnt commercial
cities. As it advances eaftward, the fame mountain, furvcyed from
its fouthern fides, the once rich Affyrian plain, an uninteriupted level
inferior to the peninfula in dimenfions, but contiguous to the bound-
lefs deferts of Syria and Arabia. As the Syrians and Aralians,
through all ages of antiquity, fpoke diale@ts of the fame lungnage,
they may be regarded as branches of one great nation, According
to concurring teftimonies, the Pheenicians were a colony ™ from the

" Job. vi. 19. Strabo, xvi. p. y81. edition of Orpheus, p.424. See alfo g nore
Eyftachivs ad Dionyl. Periegst. v. 1088, -+ in Larcher's Herodotus, 1. i. c. i. in which
" Herodotus, L i. c.is Conf. Genefis, he expoics on this fubjed the Gupandous ig.
€. % v 1§ and c.xil. v. 6, in the tranfla- notwnce.of Voltaire ; an ipnorspagdeforming
tion of Michaelis, and Gefner de Navigationi- every part of that top populap guthor’s rew
bus extra Columnas Herculis, annexed to his  marksconcerniog matters of ancient hiGory,

Sabzan
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Sabzan coaft in Arabia, who early fettled on the coaft of Syria, and
whofe purfuits there will be found perfuétly analogous to thofe of the
peaceful Ssbzans, from whom they defcended. But neither the
Sabzans, Pheenicians, nor Syl"lanb much lefs the induftrious cul-
tivators of the rich Babylonian plain, had any affinity in manners
or in fortune with the far fpread Arabian Nomades. Amidft innu-
merable revolutions of all around them, thefe Nomades have re-
mained unalterably the fame. At the dawn of hiftory, they appear
with their prefent chara&eriftic features ™; as men with open hearts,
and boiling paflions, quick in apprehenfion, voluble in fpeech, with
ardour to undertake great enterprifes, and with a prefence of mind
and perfeverance fitted to carry them into execution; on the whole.
admirably adapted to thofe bold commercial expeditions, which, if
they deterred by the dangers of diftant warfare, allo tranfported by
its hopes, and .allured by its advantages. Their importance to the
Aflyrians, in effe@ing the boafted conquefts of Ninus and Semiramis,
will afterwards be explained : in commerce alfo they were early angd
intimately conne@ed with Nineveh and Babylon fucceffive capitai]s
of Affyria; and the trade in which they were the carriers to the
latter of thofe cities affords notices for extending the royal road juft
mentioned eaftward to the Indus.

In order to obtain the vaft quantities of Indian commodities con-
fumed™ in Babylon, the fhorteft route would have conduéed acrofs
the mountains of the Uxii and Coflzans, and other fierce clans, all
bretliren and robbers infefting the rugged frontiers between Perfia
and Media. It then led, as we have above feen, through Saranga
and Arachofia on the frontiers of the Carmanian and Gedrofian
deferts,. To avoid fuch dangers, the Affyrian or Arabian caravans
proceeded nor-thwarda through Mefopotamia, croffed the Tigris into

7, Schultens Prz&b ad Mogument. Ve-  ® Ctefias Indic, c.21. and Herodotus,
tafl. Conf. Afiatic Refearches; and D’Her~ L i ¢ 183
belot Bibliotheque Oricntale Artic, firabes.

Aturia, .
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conquefts.”” OF all thofe cities, Alexandria in Egypt, built in the
vicifiity of the antient Canopus, has moft illuftrioufly tran{miited to
modern times the name of the conqueror. For eftablifhing this grear
emporium deftined to continue for eighteen centuries, the principal
bond of conne&tion between the Eaft and Weft, the only fituation
was feleted that obviated the inconveniences of alow coaft, invifible
at a diftance, and dangerous to a proverb when approached.'* The
harbours on the fea,.and on the lake Mareotis ; the fpacious and well
ventilated ** fireets of Alexandria; and the magnificent lighthoufe in
the ifle of Pharos, were all of them indeed completed by the firft
Prolemy, the brother of Alexander ; but that conqueror himfelf not
ouly planned thefe noble undertakings, but had begun to carry them
into execution ; and mixing agreeably to his charalter, the endearments
of private friendthip with generous fchemes of public utility, he com~
manded the Pharos to be adorned with a Heroum in honour of
Hephzftion ; that contratts between merchants and mariners might
for ever commemorate the mild and manly virtues of his early, beft
beloved, and deeply regretted friend. Cleomenes, his intendant ge-
neral in Egypt, with whom, as we fhall fee hereafter, there was
much reafon to be offended, he exhorted by letters to forward the
monument to Hepheaftion, declaring with his chara@eriftic fpright-
linefs, that a@ivity in this particular, would cancel many paft tranf-
greflions, and procure indulgence for new ones'  Befides thig
Cleomenes, a Greek, and a fkilful financier, Alexander left in Egypt
Pentaleon and Polemon, trufty Macedonians, refpe@ively command-
ing in Memphis and Pelufium,

At the weftern extremity of the empire, Antipater, the able mini-
fter of Philip, governed undgr his fon as dieutenant or viceroy in
Macedon ; 'and to fuch peaceful fubje&ts had the Greeks, Macedo-.

* Plutarch de Fortun. &lexand. p. 827, * Stralho, ibid. p. Y93
Conf. Diodor. xvii. 83.° ¥ Asrian, 1 vii, ¢, 23,
& Strabo,, L. avii.

2 nians,
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nians, and fiill more turbulent Thracians been reduced, that the mi- SECT.
litary eftablithments of Antipater, required only fixteen thoufand ‘___I,___,,
foot, and five thoufand horfe ; that is the full complement of the

phalanx, attended with its effential * auxiliaries. On the three coafts

of Lefler Afia, the generofity of Alexander had fubdued the affe@ions

of the Greeks. In the interiar of that Peninfula, his principal mili-

tary force rendezvoufed under Antigonus, in the central province of

Phrygia. The wide extent of Ariana, or Perfia, was committed

chiefly to Peuceftes and Atropates, who ruled refpeitively in Perfis,

the proper Perfia, and in Media. The king in perfon, with many

of the officers higheft in his fervice, and an army fifty thoufand

ftrong,” fpent the laft fcenes of his life in Babylonia, which he had

chofen * for the feat of an empire, of which it formed locally the

centre, {ince at an intermediate, and nearly equal diftance from its

four great boundaries ; the Indus, the Danube, the burning fands of

Libya, and the bleak Scythian defert, After making this general Communica-
mufter, the parts of which naturally diftribute themfelves over the 41, oiyeet
above explained geography of the country, I fhall delay till the TP
courfe of my narrative requires it, to enumerate officers commanding

inferior provinces, or thofe entrufted with the various caftles or trea~

furies wrefted from Darius and his Satraps. Thefe employments,
important as they were, fell” generally to the {bare of {ubalterns, in

two diftinguifhed bodies of horfe and foot, known by the technical

name of Companions ; a term of which, in the progrefs of this hiftory,

it will be material acceurately to afcertain the import. At prefem, it

is more neceffary to remark, that by wni'e regulations, and an accu-

rate {urvey of roads and diftances, every poﬂible facility was afforded

to an upinterrupted communication among all the dificrent garrifons

* Diodoras fuys, 13,000foot and 11,500  ® Diodoras, Arrian, Curtms
horfe. He has angmented the latter at theex= % Strabo, L xve p. 751,
pence of the former, as will gppear, whenwe ¥ Arrian, Diodorus, Curtius and Pla-
came to confider more particularly the com- tarch.
pofition of Macedonian armies.
£ 2 in
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in Afia;" and between Afia and Europe, the fame fecure intercourfe
was maintained by a fleet of three hundred gallies, commanding the
narrow feas, and perpetually exchanging™ the money and merchandife
of‘the one continent for the men and valour of the other.

In all gencral difcuflions concerning Afia, the firength and difiri-
bution of armies are matters of primary importance ; becaule in that
quarter of the world, the forms of public adminiftration have ever ’
been chiefly military ; and inftead of the perfuafive voice of law, the
coetcive arm of power, is, on every occafion, vigoroufly exerted for
the maintenance of potice, the colle&tion of revenue, and the enforce-
ment of what is there called juftice. With all his unwearieg exer-
tions and incomparable abilities, Alexander could not have altered
the natural genius of the people, or tather thofe acquired habits of
thinking, which time and cuflom bad indelibly imprefled. The
great mafs of his eaftcrn fubje@s, he fpeedily perceived was incapable
of adopting, nay of underftanding, the liberal inftitutions of his here-
ditary kingdom ; a government not of arbitrary will, but of equitable
law ;* in which all judicial trials were public, and conduted accord-
ing to precife indifpenfable forms;*' in which taxes were not to
be impofed but by general confent; and according to which a loyal
and martial people prefumed, for the public good, to regulate the
occupations, and fometimes to controul even the amufements of their
fovereigns.® Such inftitutions, Alexander well knew, were not
calculated for the meridian of Altla. He employed, however, un-
remitted diligence to engraft on the irreclaimable and barren ftock of
defpotifm, fome of the coazfer fruits of liberty. Under the Perfian
dynafty which itomediately preceded him, and under the Medes who
preceded the Perfians, "individuals of thofe nations, who themfelves

® Dlin. Nat. Hift. Lvi.c. 19, Conf, Arif- 9 Kerw wueb Caoiaus.  Ariftot. Politich
tot. de Cura Rei Familiaris, 1. ii. p-§10, a’pd _ " Nihil poteftas regum valebat, nifi prius
8trabo il p. 5_9- valuiffet auoritas. Curtivs, 1. x. ¢. 8,

% Diodor L xviiis ¢, 15. Arrlan ndCure * * Curtius, L viili ¢85’ Codf, Tit, Liv.
tius, paffim. ’ zxxi and xliv. '

trembied
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trembled at the frown of a mafter, goyerned defpotically other na-
tions, whom they fcorned as their natural inferiors. In this manner
the extended poffeflions of Afiatic monarchies formed a wide poli-
tical circle, of which the dpminant nation was the center, and of
which the parts neareft to this center rofe in refpectability above
the provinces more remote from it.*” Natives of Perlis, the proper
Perfia, thus governed the territories in their immediate ncighbour-
hood ; and natives of thefe territories were employed as Satraps over
countries mote diflant from the Pe:fians, but on one fide contiguous
to themfelves. Vefted with this commiflion, they held both the
fword and the purfe, accountable only for their adminiftration to
Satraps nearer to Perfia, while the laft and neareft of thefe, always
themfclves Perfians, were amenable to none but the great king or his
mipifters. The fame national pre eminence had been claimed of old
by the Affyrians, and has been exercifed with cruel arrogance over
Afia, by all the conquering dynafties of Scythian or Saracene de-
fcent down to the prefent day.”* But Alexander, the only Euro-

o' Herodot. I. i. c. 183 and 196, and 1. iii.
¢. tg2. Conf. Xenoph. Cyropzd, 1. vii.
p- 193-

% 50 extenfive in point both of time and
place are Afiatic- maxims, that the Tartars
adt towards the Chinefe with the fame fyfte-
matic nationality. ¢ The fcience of govern-
ment,” Lord Macartney obferves, “ in the
eaftern world is underftood by thofe who go-
vern, very differently from what it is in the
wefltern.  When the fucceffion of a contefted
kingdom in Europe is once afcertained,
whether by violence or compromife,, the na-
tion returns to its priftine regularity and
compofure ; it matters little whether a
Bourbon or an Auftrian flis che throne of
Naﬂks or of Spain, becaufe the fovercign,
whoever he ke, then bgcomes g Spaniard or
a Neapolitan, The policy of Afia is totally
oppofite. There the prince regards the place
aof his nativity as an accident of mere indif-

.ference. It ‘is not locality, but his own calt

or family: it is not the country where he
drew his breath, but the blood from which
he fprang, it is not the drapery of the
theatre, but the {pidit of the drama that
engages lus attentiom, and occupies his
thoughts. A ferics of two hundred years,
under a fuceeflion of eight or ten monarchs,
t,‘l‘d not change the Mogul into a Hindod,
nor has a centwry and a4 balf made Tchien
Lung, a Chinefe.” The Tartar conqueror
never lofes fight for a moment of the fupe-
riority of his caft : - ¢ his impartiality is a
mere pretence :—he condu@s himfelf at bat-
tom with a fyflematic natipaality.” Ma-
cartney, quoted by Mr. Barcow in his China,
p-4t5 Comp. Staunton’s Chinefe Exabaffy,
vol. ii, ¢. 4. To thefe remarks I fhall add,
that in reference to nations, sl in Hero-
dotus and other corre@ Greek writers, figni-
fies ** the freedom of one nation from
vaffalage under anothers” Herodot. i. 95+
“& iii. 87. and pafiim. The words denoting

pean.

. |
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pean * who cver bore fway- in the great central regions of
the eaftern continent, determined to deflroy this moft invidious
of tyrannics, the tyranny of nations over nations, and perfever-
ed immovably in his purpofe, notwithftanding the perpetual and tur-
bulent remonftrances of his Greeks and Magedonians. The proudeit
of his lieutenants were compelled to refpect the cuftoms, the fuper-
fiitions, the local prejudices of the vanquithed.” The ordinary
affairs, whether civil or facred of the Barbarians, were left to the
management of perfons appointed from their own number, and the beft
qualified, therefore, to dire& in matters of domeflic concern, The
feverity of government was mitigated by minute partitions of power
and quick rotations of magiftracy : and we can difcern with wonder
and regret that offices, whofe union is dcfcribed at other periods of
time as the univerfal ** bane of Afia, were clearly diftinguifhed and
unalterably feparated. In Egypt and Syria, in Labylonia and Media,
the funéions of the financial adminiftrator were exercifed apart {rom
thofe of the general and the judge ; the people might occafionally be
injured by perfons holding diftinétly thofe various powers, but could
not be permanently oppreffed by their united and dreadful {prings,
wound up in one unfeeling hand, and exerted at will by one merci-
lefs arm. Amidft the fevereft toils of war, Alexander never loft
fight of the great and liberal maxims which had carefully been in-

what ewe call *¢ liberty” are wowms and
sonyopie 3 words happily chofen, fincé the for-
mer exprefles  cquality of law regulating
a@ions,” and the latter ¢ equality in the ufe
of fpeech or writing,” implying a perfe@ in-
dependence of thought.

% The Arabs, in allufion vo this circum-
ftance, call Alexander Dhalkcarnaim, * the
two horned,” quod affecutus eft Orientern
et Occidentem. Abulpharagius Compend.
Dynalt. p 96.

% Arrian, Liii. ¢ 16. Strabo, 1. xvi. p.738,
and Jofeph. Cont. Apion. Plutarch de
Fortun. Alexand, compliments the pupil on

this fubjec moll unjuftly at the expenceof his
preceptor, a calumny anticipated and refuted
by Strabo, l.i. p. 67,

# From this union of powers, the Afiatics
are faid to be deprived of all fecurity with re-
gard to property ; a fecurity which Bernier
furnamed the Mogul from his long travels
in the Eaft, rightly denominates the fource
of all that is ** beauand bon dans la focieté,”
a language altogether different from that of
his countrymen, Raynal, Diderot, &c. in
the fubfequent century. “ Le Meam and
Tuom, font les plus grands fleaux de genre

humain.”
ftilled
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ftilled into him. In the progrefs of his conquefts, his difcipline,
without feverity, was watchful. In oppofition to the cuftom
of the times, his foldiers were reftrained from the licence of
plunder, and habituated to felf-command in the moment of victory
Safety and impunity were granted to feafonable {ubmiffion: his
word was facred ; and his faith once plighted, was relied on as firmly
by conquered enemies, as by the unfufpe@ing companions of his vic-
tories,”

According to the univerfal report of antiquity, Alexander was of
all men the moft zealoufly and perpetually obfervant of his duties to
the Gods. But unlike, as we fhall fee, to his perfecuting predecellors
in empire, and to his inwolerant fucceffors in Egypt and Syiia, he
treated the Gods of all nations as the obje ts not only of indulgeice,
but of commendable worfbip. If he commanded the revenues due by
Ephefus to be devoted to the reftoration and embellithment of its
celebrated temple, he was not lefs attentive to repair the temples in
Memphis and Babylon. In this refpe@ hc thewed no partiality;
and neither in the general progrefs of his march eaftward, nor in the
wide variety of his numerons excurfions, did he omit any facrifice
that was due to the local divinities of the minutelt diftrict, or violate
any place that was holy, or treat contemptuoufly any ceremony,
however frivolous in itfclf, yet refpe@able in the eyes of thofe, among
whom it had long been eftablifhed. This proceding, the obje& of
high and exclufive panegyric among all hiftorians and Liographers,
ought not to be afcribed to any peculiar excefs of fuperftition. We
know on undoubted authority, that Alexander had been taught early
to entertain rational and philofophic notions of deity, and to prize
the clear conviétion of divine truths above his higheft exploits and
proudeft vitories.” 'To account therefore for fo firiking a fingularity
in his condu@, it is neceffary to advert, to what will fully appear in

# Arrian, Curtins, and Plutarch. * Sce my tranflation of Auiftotle’s Ethicks,
“d P?lit!cks; ‘rol! il po 35; zd Cdit-

the
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the courfe of the prefent work, that throughout the whole of the

t———v Macedonian dominions, the local rites of rcligion were indiffolubly

Their in-
flucnce
art and

commence,

«conne&ed with arts, induftry, commerce, and all the heft improve-
ments of focial life.  T'rom the earlieft temples in Nineveh and Baby-
lon down to the deftrution by Mahomet of the idols of Mecca, the
fan&uaries of eaftern {uperftit'on continued invaﬁal:ly the feats of
trade.'™ FEven in Greece itfelf, as 1 have fhewn on a former occa-
fion, the inviolable repofitaries of temples confiituted the ordinary
banks of depofit both for individuals and for ftates.” The venerable
manfion of Saturn formed the principal treafury at Rome; and fuch
is the force of imirtation, that the veftibules and facred enclofures of
the temple of Jerufalem, were (ordidly " applied to purpofes widely
different from their pure and primitive deflination, as places of prayer
to the Almighty .

It is impoffible to trace: the muddy fyftems of polytheifin
to any one clear fource, and would be idle nicely to difcriminate be-
tween things cffentially capricious ; yet capricious and abfurd as they
are in their own nature, and fraught with many confequences prejudi-
cial to public and private happinefs, they appear, all of thewmn, to have
contained fo many points of agreement, as greatly facilitated inter-
courfe among remote, jealous, and often hoftile nations. This re-
mark might be copioufly illuftrated in the notices ftill extant con-
cerning moft of the principal emporia from the Grecian fea to the
Indus. In Leffer Afia, in Aflyria, and in Ariana, the threefold divi-
fion above given of the great ancient continent, we fhall find prieftly
cafts or families, hereditary minifters of the Gods, bearing (way
throughout each of them refpe@ively, in all the places moft confpi-

1 Sisty idols ftood in the Caaba, the an- tion of his o ayioraror exadlly correfponds
cient refort of the Sabman merchants, Ma~ with the Caaba at Mecca.
homet ruined trade by the profanation of  ** Xenoph. Anabas. I. v. @, 855, and
this temple.  Bruce’s Travels, vol. v. p. 21, Cicero in Verrem, L.i. ¢, 19.
and Garmier Vic de Makomet. For the  *» Matthew xxi. 12,

antiquity of the Caaba, thefe writers might  * Ifaiah Ivi, 7.
bave cited Diodorus 1. ili. c. 44, The fitpa-
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cuous for civilization and commerce: and in feveral cities of Lefler
Afia, we fhall fee this facerdotal government, fubfifting in full force
from the darkeft antiquity down to the bright reign of Auguftus,
amidft innumerable convulfions and revolutions of all the ftates
around them.™ Of thefe hierarchical eflablithments, however various
the forms drrites, the principle or fanction had every where much fame-
nefs. This fanétion depended chiefly on benefits derived from heaven
through the fuppofed intervention of earthly vicegerents:"* and in
thc countries where idolatry is faid to have begun, and where it cer-
tainly flourithed moft vigoroufly, I mean Babylonia and Egypt,
prieftly domination was effentially conne@ed with the kindly in-
fluences of the celeftial revolutions on the regular returns of the fea-
fons, and the indifpenfable operations of agriculture.”  Originating
in an art eflential to human fubfiftence, it extended with another
pre-eminently conducive to a&ual well-being and futare improve-
ment. By commerce only, the fcattered rays of knowledge and
civility could* be colle¢ted and concentrated, in cities guarded by whe
fanétity of temples more furely than they could be defended by
the ftrength of walls, In thofe marts of fuperftition and traffick,
fierce Nomades intermixed with peaceful artizams;'” through the
revered authority of priefts, the one clafs was reftrained from fraud,
and the other from violence; and the cconomy and tendency
of fuch afyla, or privileged reforts in fimpler ages, we may
in fome mealure learn by thei? defcription in later and more
corrupt times, when they #ill prelented obje@s imperioufly de-
manded by the mulditude ; airy ceremonies and fables to amafe the
dangerous fidlenels of their minds, together with tempting allure-
mengs and luxuries to foothe.their fenfes, and Jfoften their ferocity.'*
In Alexander’s punéiilioys attention to local' fuperflitions we may

"4 Diedorus L iii. 2. 590, Cunf Strabo, " Ifocrat. :‘kreapagit.
1, #ii.p §58 & G72. " Stephanus.de Urbs Voc, Adia,
v8 ‘Btraboy L, i - 245 & L xvi. p. 762, 4 Birabdy. ubi fupra.

OL. 3. F difcern
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difcern therefore a perfe&t harmony with all the great views by which
he was aGuated. His veneration for imaginary gods, fo univer-
fally attefled, and fo unanimoulfly approved*”, difcovers a refpe&
ftill mors commendable for produfive and commercial induftry, for
fafe communication and confidential intercourfe, for all the arts,
either of elegance or utility ; in a word, for whatever in that age
had a tendency to reftrain the brutal paflions of men, and to-engage
them in laudable exertions.

Hiftory is full of Alexander’s endeavours, even during the pro-
grefs of his conquefts, to wean wandering and war-like fhepherds
from their predatory habits, and to convert them into indultrious
hufbandmen '*°, Of his cxertions to make the empire flourith in
refources, there is every where abundant atteftation; but none of
his biographers or hiftorians have furnifhed us with any notices
concerning the impofition or colle&tion of his revenues. On this
fubje&, the only details are given as exceptions to his general
fyftem, and muft be fought in the writings™ of his pre-
ceptar, to which no one has hitherto, for this purpofe, had recourfe.
With regard to the impofition of taxes, a faying of Alexander’s is
handed down, reproaching * the wafteful gardener, who, inftead of
picking the fruit, plucked up the plants themfelves *.” Yet his
flects and armies, his new cities, fortifications, and arfenals, not to
mention leffer obje@s conne@ed either with the defence or with the
improvement of his dominions, muft haverequired prodigious efforts
of labour, and enormous difburfements of money. His revenues are
vaguely eftimated at three hundred thoufand talents ', above fifty
millions fterling ; and his diligence in augmenting them was zea-
loufly feconded by his .financial adminiftrators, fome of whom hop-

*s Arrian, Plutarch, Diodorus, Strabo, ™ Olitorem fe odiffe, Alexander dixit,

and all the authors whom they cite. qui radicibus exfcinderet olera que carpere
% Strabo, L xi. p. 517, Pliny,lv vi. and ~ debuiflet.

“Plutarch in Alexand. 3 Juflin, I xiii, ¢, 1.

% Ariftot. de cura Reifamiliaris, Opera,
vol. it, p. §09. edit, Du Val.

7 ing
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ing to obtain impunity for their malverfations while they gratified SECT.
their mafler in an obje@ fo important to him, had recourfe to very
unwarrantable means for diving into the purfes of his fubje€is: abufes,
which doubtlefs affix a ftain on the government under which they
happened, but which, being oblique and artful, ferve notwith{tand-
ing to diftinguifh the extortions under Alexander from the dire&
and frontlefs depredations of other Afiatic conquerors.
Among thefe difgraceful expedients for raifing money we fhall The intend-

ants, Cleo-
felect thofe employed by Cleomenes, a Greek, formerly mentioned i A

Philoxenus,

as intendant general in Egypt, one of the countries moft abounding (heir cruel

in wealth, and the moft relutant in paying contributions. Corn ?’:}ﬁ;‘ Ii‘:"
being the principal export of that fertile kingdom, Cleomenes ob- ney.
tained large fums by alternatcly impofing and threatening corn laws,
On an occafion of pecuniary exigency, he made a progrefs to the
nome of Thebes, whofe inhabitants, he underftood, worfhipped the
crocodile : and one of his incautious attendants being fnatched away
by a hungry moafter of this {pecies, Cleomenes pretended that he
would afk Alexander’s permiflion to employ his generals command-
ing in Egypt in a war againft crocodiles, and thus make reprifals on
an enemy who had vifibly been the aggreflor. The rich inhabitants
of the Thebaid thought no price too dear to purchafe impunity for
their gods. At another time Cleomenes complained, that the ec-
clefiaftical eftablithment of the Egyptians was tao burdenfome to the
ftate, and faid that he fhould be under the neceflity of advifing his
mafter to make confiderable redutions in it. The priefts flocked w0
him with full purfes to fave their temples, their tithes, and great
pecuniary revenues. By letters from Alexander, the fame Cleomenes
was defired to transfer the feftivals and fairs immemorially held at the
inland city Canopus, to the maritime capital Alexandria, then rifing
in its neighbourhood. Perfons interefted in the profperity of Cano-
pus, offered him large bribes to fufpend the alteration. He accepted
the money, but found pretences foon after for carrying his mafter’s

T2 orders
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orders into execution'”. Such difgraceful proceedings were not
peculiar to Cleomenes. Philoxenus intendant general in Caria was
equally culpable, Having proclaimed a feftival to Bacchus, Phi~
loxenus appointed the richeft citizens to bear their feveral parts in
the folemnity. To avoid the irkfomenefs of this tedious ceremony,
the Carians purchafed exemptions at a high rate. Others next to
them in opulence, were then fubftituted to their fun&@ions : thefe alfo
defired to commute their perfonal attendance for money ; Philoxenus
flill perfevercd in appointing a new fet of performers, until he thus
received money from all the principal Carians, then and long after-
wards a yery wealthy people ',

The vile expedients of Cleomenes and Philoxenus differed widely
from the fair financial operations of their fellow-labourer Antigenes,
intendant general in Bab}lonia. Antigenes impofed a tax on mafters
for every flave or fervant employed by them, but ftipulated to pay
to thefe mafters in returg, the full value of every fugitive that efcaped
from their families or manufatories; a condition, which, in moft
countries of antiquity, would have proved very burdenfome, (flaves,
almoft the only labourers, being extremely addited to delertion,)
but which was fulfilled at little coft by Antigenes, fuch-an excellent
rolice had he eflablithed along the highways in his province. This
refpetable minifter aifo revived feveral of the duties or cuftoms
which anciently ' prevailed in the Ayrian empire, when Babylon
was the feat of arts and of luxury ; and, as will be explained here-
after, af once the fource and the centre of an extenfive and multifa-
rious commerce;

He Arlﬁdr. ﬂ.ﬁc‘L w Iﬂ'. ibid. s T4, ibido P: 510,

PRE-
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SECTION 1L
Two Claffes of Afiatic Canq:aemrs.;ﬁﬁ»rians and Egyptians, their CLaraleriftics.

— Scythians, thetr Charalteriftics. — Medes and Perfians to be claffed with’

barbarous Conqusrors.—The Babylonian Plam.— Its Revolutions and JSuceeffive
Capitals.~— Authentic Hiftory of Affyria, confirmed by local Circumplances,—
State of Afia antecedcntly 1o the firft great Monarchy.—Inland communication
Sfrom the Mediterrancan to India.~=Emporia in Affyria, Ethiopia, and Egypr.
—Similarity of their Infitutions and Governmento—Purfuits and Attainments
of the Egyptian Priefts.—-Their Brethrenin Ethiopia ~Mere, its Hiffory and
fingular Theocracy—The Sabaans and Phenicians~Three main Staples.—
Babylon in Affyria~—Baltra in Ariana.— Pefinus in Leffer Afia.

GREEABLY to the method above prefcribed, I fhould now
proceed to examine how far, in the concerns of domeftic in-
dufiry, or foreign commerce, Alexander’s plans were original ; and
how far, in fuch purfuits, he was guided by the examples of his
precurfors in empire. But to treat this fubje@ in a’'manner the moft
fatisfaQory, it will be neceffary, in conne@ion with a more circum-
ftantial furvey of favoured imperial diftrits, and the magnificent
cities which’ adorned them, to review the various dynafties which
had fucceffively governed Afia, and whofe tranfadtions in peace and
war, whoft manners and inftitutions; left indelible impreflions on
the great ancient continent.

From the concurring teftimony of facred and prophane hiftory, it
appears, that before the Macedonian invafion, two claffes of con-
querors had alternately held fway in the Eafta The nations to which

thefe
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SECT, thefe conquerors belonged, are marked by wide difcriminations of
;,__.il.a.._; civility and barbarifm. Antecedently to the boafted reigns of Ninus
and Sefoftris, the former of which began only twelve, and the latter
about fourteen centuries, before the Chriftian @ra, the Aflyrians and
Egyptians confifted chiefly of laborious hufbandmen and induftrious
artificers, refident in cities or villages, addicted to pomp in religious
worfhip, and fo immemorially converfant with arts and letters, that,
at their firft appearance above the herizon of time, they fhould feem
to have reached their higheft meridian of refinement; and the far-
ther back that we remount in their annals, their proccedings in war
and peacc, become propottionally the more worthy of regard ',
The ftupendous monuments, befides, of both thefe nations, may be
confidered as flill attefting their ancient greatnefs, fince thole of the
Egyptians which remain, were, according to unqueftionable autho-
rity, far furpafled and outthone® by thofe of the Aflyrians which

have perifhed through the flighter confiltence of their materials.
Of the Scy=  The fecond clafs of eaftern conquerors is diftinguifhed by features
e equally chara&eriftic, but uniformly expreflive of groflnefs and ig-
norance. Deftitute of temples for their gods, and of fixed habita-
tions for themfelves, they roved with their flocks, and herds, and
tents, over the wide Scythian deferts, firetching between the range
of Taurus above defcribed, and another chain of mountains twelve
degrees north of it.  This northern range, known under the general
name of Altai, fhould feem, from the inhofpitable favagenefs of the
inhabitants and the country, to have been rarely vilited by firangers
during any age of antiquity ; in after times it became the disfigured
fcene of Tartar and Turkifh fables ’; and it was firlt carefully fur-
veyed by the curiofity or policy of the Ruflian government in the
courfe of the laft century. Commenciag with the lofty Riphzan
' Bee the firlt and fecond hooks.of Dio- and Euftathius in Proem. ad Dionyf. Perie-

doros Siculus thronghout. For the exten. get. p. 6.  °

five conquells, and the wpawres xwplums, or  * Herodot. L. i. ¢. 178.

geographical tables, of the Egyptians, fee 3 D’Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientaje, Ar.
Apollonius Rhodius Argonaut, L iv. v. 275, ticle €af,

mountains,
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mountains, a thoufand miles due north of the Cafpian, Altai pro-
longs its ridges to the fea-coaft of Siberia, and the frightful folitudes
of the Tongufes, a people fo irreclaimably barbarous, that they are
ftill governéd by Shamans or wizzards *.  Within the ample region
between Taurus and Altai, the elevated plains of Scythia are gene-
rally unfit for tillage, though frequently chequered with rich herbage,
and have therefore becn invariably inhabited by nations or clans,
whofe manners are paftoral, whofc government is patriarchal, and
whofe habits are military ; thus prefenting in all ages the fame un-
altered picture of war-like barbarity, turbulent at home, and awfully
forinidable abroad. The defcents both of Taurus and of Altai
afford, in many parts, the beft iron °, which the Scythians, at their
firlt appearance in hiftory, had already fafhioned into {words and
hatchets ®. In giving firmnefs and fharpnefs to this metal, in con-
verting the hair of their camels into felt for tents or for garments,
and in corrupting the innocent mildnefs of milk into a liquor highly
intoxicating’, thofe fhepherds of the north difplayed their higheft
rcaches of art and ingenuity; but of their native courage and
prowefs there are perpetual and fignal proofs in all their tranfactions
and inflitutions, and in all the earlieft reports concerning them.
Not to menticn the tradition that Afia had been thrice conquered by
Scythians before the building of Nineveh, and that Ninus, the foun-
der of that kingdom, firft ventured to withhold from them the tribute
whick they had exa@ted from Aflyria during fifteen centuries®,
the father of prophane hiftory records their defolating migrations
fouthwards, fix hundred and twenty-eight years before the Chriftian
®ra, At that period, Cyaxares the Mede had undertaken an ex-

pedition againfl the Affyrian Sarac or Sardanapalus, king of Nineveh,

¢ View of the Ruflian Empire by Smir- =ntiquity of the Scythian conqueft #s greatly
nove, p. 67. antedated, %f the origin of the nation re-

Voyage en Syrie par 1’Abbé Chappe invunted only te the year 1510 before the
Autireche, p. 603. Chriftian ®ra; oras Herodotus fays, athou-
¢ Herodat. L. viis ¢. 64+ fand years before Darius’s Scythian expedi-

7 Pallas, Hiftory of the Moguls, p. 133.  tion, Herodot, iv. 7.

'Juﬂiﬂ, Lii.c. 3s Conf, Diodor. ii. 43~ he h
waen
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when an irruption of eaftern Scythians into the rich Nicaan plain,
the fineft difiri@ in Media, recalled him to the defence of his ravaged
ficlds and flaming villages. To this Cyaxares the Medes acknow-
ledged themfelves indebted for their military difciplife, and for
reducing into regular bodies of pikemen, cavalry, and archers,
thofe fhapelefs unweildly maffes that had hitherto acted with tamul~
tuary ragé and by mere brute force®, ' But the improved tadics of
the Medes ferved not to refift the perpetual torrents of Scythian
horfemen that aflailed them in rapid fuccefhion; and Cyaxares in
danger of being overwhelmed on all fides by this defultory warfare,
confented to acknowledge the Scythians for his mafters by paying
to them large contributions. In the fpace of five years, the invaders
carrying their houfes on their waggons, pufhed their predatory colo-
nies into Armenia, Colchis, Pontus, Cappadocia: fome ravagers
penetrated into Syria, particufarly that divifion of it called Paleftine,

in which they-occupied Bethfhean, a town formerly belonging to the

half tribe of Manaffch on this fide the Jordan, and which thence-
forward received the name of Scythopolis . On the frontiers of the
Holy Land, Plammeticus, King of Egypt, came forward, not to op-
pofe the invafion by arms, but to- divert it by fubmiffion and rich
prefents’’. By thefe offerings, the rage ‘of the Scythians was ap-
peafed : {laves and booty formed ‘the main objes of their ambition ;
fince, being narrowed in mind by the fame habits and mode of life
which invigorated and ‘enlarged their bodies, they wefe totally unfit
to govern the conqueflts which their valour had atékieved, and which
their tapacity, for the moft: part, ‘deformed’ and defolated ; for with
them the mercilels' havoe. of War was mﬂﬁ&mcd by no conﬁderanons
ever of interaft;. the naked face ‘of thelr own country f:wmg them

from frar of reprizals in their groffelt abufe of victory . Among the

Hem&ot..«e ',3_.,1%5 M-‘\Saﬂﬂjl 4‘

'_ q{n&d the pnnmple
: wm urn tpmlm
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fierce natives of the defert, who on this occafion eftabiithed them-
felves in the countries fouth of mount Taurus, the fudden alteration
in their way of life appears to have produced a correfpondent change
in their charadter. Finding themfelves in poffeflion of many con-
veniencies and luxuries, hitherto unknown to them, they greedily
embraced every new temptation to appetite, indulged the wildeft
caprices without fhame or remorfe, and paffed at one fatal bound
from the fimplicity of childhood to the miferable voluptuoulnefs of
doating old age: a cenfequence inevitable whenever grofs undifci-
plined minds are borne on too brifk a tide of deceitful profperity.
Of this rapid degeneracy, Cyaxares availed himfelf for deftioying
part of his unworthy guefls, and expelling the remainder of themn
from Media, In feveral neighbouring couatrics, the people collec-
tively took arms againft their infolent and befotted oppreflors ; whofe
vexations, though dreadful in the villages and open country, had
generally ftopped fhort at the gates of walled cities, well provided
with granaries and arfenals; and fome of them poffeffed alfo of
treafuries.  As the Scythians had neither fkill nor patience for fieges,
money, by way of ranfom, was readily accepted by them. Many
tribes returned home richly laden with filver: others fell a prey to
their own vices or the revived courage of the vanquithed ; and the
agricultural nations of Afia were thus delivered from a fcourge by
which they had been affliCted upwards of twenty years “.

But after a fhort breathing-time of fcarcely half that period, a
new irruption from the ftony girdles of Afia left more indelible
marks on the fouthern parts of that continent. In the moft venera-
ble of all records, the Chaldman Nomades, deftined to overthrow
Jerufalem and Tyre, are charaflcrized by qualities exaétly appro-
priate to their remoteft Tartar defcendants*, They are the iron

" Herodotns fuys 28 years; others 203 Life of Tamerline, and in the life of Zingis,
the ftosm abuted gradualls. -Copf. Hero- or Gengifgap, by Patit dela Croix, are exadt
dot, i. 106, Sané. Hieron. v. iv. Coll. 661. eppies of thotk drawn, in Scripture, in Hero.

4 The pidtures given in Cherefeddin’s dotus, in Diodorus, and in Juftin.
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nation of the north, the refiftlefs rovers of the defert, whofe fuccef-
fions of ficrce cavalry are numerous as the fea’s waves, and impe-
tuous as the winds of hcaven”. The flighteft attention to geogra-
phy fhows that this impreflive imagery is, as will be explained more
fully hereafter, totally inapplicable to thole ChalJzans who immemo-
riallyformed the facerdotal tribe in BabyTonia, and who cannot poffibly
be regarded as a northern people in refpeét of the Jews or Pheenicians,
The Chaldzzans of the prophets are thofe of whom a part was anciently
called Chalybians by the Grecks from their habitual labours in iron ~
They dwelt among the craggy defcents from the table land of Arme-
nia towards the Euxine fea, and cultivated there, the fame trade
of armourers for the fupply of the weftern Scythians, which the
Turks afterwards exercifed for the fervice of their eaftern brethren ",
Their name being that of the tribe neareft to civilized nations, was
extended to Scythians in general, in the fame manner as the appel-
lation of Tartars, or rather Tatars, originally denoting a fmall body
of men, attained in later times an indefinite amplitude **, and as the
name of a miferable village on the foat‘bem frontier of Siberia has
expanded over the whole of that immenfe region “.

A lively writer cited, and approved by a learned one, afcribes the
frequent revolutions in Afia to the Extremes of cold and heat, which
in that continent immediately touch each other, without any inter-
vening degree of middle temperature . But confiftently with the
records of hiftory, indifpenfable premifes to fuch general conclufions,
the viciffitudes in the eaftern world may more truly be referred to

% Conf, Ifaiah, ¢. xxiiis v. 1§, Jeremiahi. any ot *mhe, came to be applied by
13. and xv, 12. Ezekiel xxvi. g. and 7. " “%o the whole Scythian nation.
* Strabo, 1. dii. p. 549. reret in Hift. de I'Acad. des Infeript,
7 Conf. Strabo ubi fupra, and Abulghazi tom xyiii. p. Go.
Khan Hiftoire Genealogiqué des Tatars, ™ Schmidt’s Ruffifche Gelchechee. Feo-
p-ii. €. 5. dor, 1584.
" The Tartars !ormqﬂth:m-ﬂard of = Conl. Montefquieu Efprfic des 1,,;,
the Scythian armies, mﬂ shfir game thus L wwii, ¢ 3. and Gibbon's Decline and Fgll,
reaching the mnfmw&ﬂof &eo vol. il ¢, 26,

b the
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the ftriking contraft between fierce Nomades with their warlike
manners and habits, and the foftened civilization in tlicir neighbour-
hood of men collefted in great cities, diffolved in the luxury of
baths and harams. If the Scythians often defceuded in terror from
their cold mountains,the fhepherds of Arabia and Ethiopia, aswe fhail
fee prefently, emerged with as fuccefsful boldnefs from their fecorch-
ing plains. The Medes inhabiting a country more fouthern than
Spain, held {way, during their rude paftoral ftate, for a century and
a half in Upper Afia™. But corrupted by their conquefts in Ally-
ria, the Medes loft their military prowefs without improving in civil
wifdom **; and thereupon fubmitted to Cyrus and his Perfians, a
people vifited by a ftill warmer fun, but who then lived in fcattcred
villages, fubhfted chiefly by hunting and pafturage, and were com-
monly cloathed in the fkins of wild beafts "./‘( L%

Notwithftanding the boaftful itions of the modern Perfians, a
mingled brood of Scythians and Saracens, the purer ancient nation
bearing the Peifian name, including the Medes, intimately united
with the Perfians in government, in manners, and in language,
muft, according to authentic hiftory, be claffed with the barbarous
conquerors of Afia in as far as concerns the purfuits either of foreign
commerce or even of domeftic induftry. Their unfkilful pra&ice,
alfo, in arms, as well as in arts, is attefted by. all their wars with
Greece, circumftantially related in a former work *; and the contri-
butions of their provinces were irregular and precarious until the
rapacious * reign of Darius. In the exercife of what was called

* The Medes were encouraged to revolt

of the Affyrian empire 520 years before the
from the Aflyrians, 710 years before Chrift,

revolt of the Medes, (1 1 ¢ 95.) thatis,

in confequence of the difafters of Senache-
rib’s army related in Ifuiah, c. xxxvii. v. 36.
Afier the lofs of his army “ Senacherth’s
eftate was froubled,” Tobit, c. 1. v 135,
Conf, Hergdot. 1. i. ¢. 95. and Mof. Choro-
nens, 1. 1. ¢. 22, Herodotus, who wrots an
Affyrian Hiftery, the lofs of “which ia infi-
nitely to be regretted, placesthe foundation

G2

1230 years before the Chriftian =ra.

# Kenoph. de Infhitut. Cyri, 1 i. pafim.

4 Herodot. 1. i. ¢ 71, The revolt of the
Perfians happened 550 years before Chult ;
and the lalt Darws was murdered by Beflus
330 years hefore Chrilt.

* Hiltory of Ancient Greece.

* Herodot. L iii. c. 89,

government,
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SECT. government, we fee on every fide the tremendous pewer of defpots

1L

¢ , with all the firength and all the weaknefs incident to their detcftable

domination **; the palaces and cities in the centre polluted by fub-
miffive flaves, inftruments of a vile luxury, while the diftant pro-
vinces were perpetually fhaken by ulurping fatraps or rebellious
vaffals. The law of the Medes and Perfiang, ** which altereth not,”
bas been too favourably conftrued into a definite code of written
legiflation, befpeaking confliderable advancement in civil poliey :
for indubitable evidence compels us to take the e;cpreﬂion in its
literal fenfe. Notwithftanding the primitive-and hardy virtues of
the Perfians, fpontaneous refults of ignorance and poverty, Xeno-
phon acknowledges with what facility they defcended from the in-
nocence of their mountains into the profligacy of Babylonian plains,
and with what ftubborn formality, chara&eriftic of barbarians, they
adhered 1o the letter, after they bad long departed from the fpirit of
their primitive inflitutions ™. They were deflitute of temples and
idols ™, but had been taught by their magi, or priefts, an awfal
veneration for the elements, thofe particularly of fire and water *°,
This firange fuperftition prevented them from willingly undertaking
any voyage by fea, left they fhould defile its waves by the un.
avoidable {ecretions from their bodies . Darius Hyfafpis, a prince
inimical to the magi, endeavoured, indeed, to overcome this religi-
ous fcruple *. Yet of the twelve hundred fhips with which his
fucceflor Xerxes invaded Greece, pot one was furnithed by Perfia,
The fea-ports of Syria and Lefler Afia, with the .adjacent iflands of
Greece, fupplied the whole number, This timid folly was carried

* Kau Tai0n vou vasvre Thipowanas Balapes  as will appear in the fequel, throws much
Ariflot. Politic, ). v. c.o 11, - light, -

7 In the celebrated Travc_:ls'm difcover  * Xenoph. Cyroped. I viii, p.238. &
the fource of the Nile, vol. i. p. 449. Mr. feq. Conf. Herodot. 1.i. ¢, 185.
Bruce afcribes this maxim to Nebuchadnez-  * Herodot, L i. ¢, 131,
zar, ‘who wag neither a Mede nor a Perfian. ~ * Xenoph. ubi fuprs, and Heradet. 1, i
But this great traveller was not very agen- ¢ 138 and.l. iii. -¢. 16. -

rately scquainied with ancient hifory, on - * Plin. N. H, L xxx. e.3.
forae important paffages of which his work,  * Herodot, 1. ifiu €. 70, and Liv. ¢, 44n

by
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by the Perfians to fuch an extravagant excefs, that they never built
a harbour, or city of any note, on any part of their valt coafts *,
They even defiroyed thofe inland navigations which had antece-
dently been eftablifhed, and fucceeded in the perverfe labour ** of
obftruting great rivers fitted to lay open the inmoft recefles of Afia,
and which, as we (hall fec in the progrefs of this work, both before
and after the dominion of thofe unworthy ** mafters, were fuccefs-
fully employed for that beneficial purpofe. Egypt and Babylonia,
two countries, which for rcafons that will afterwards appear, were
the peculiar obje@s of Alexandur’s [;artiality, {uffered under the Per-
fians the utmoft feverity of perfecution®. Cambyfes, the brutal
conqueror of Egypt, in his eagerncls to level every thing in that
ancient kingdom before his own defpotifm, extinguithed the whole
soyal lineage, and raged with intolerant fury againft the prieftly cait,
or ancient facerdotal families ¥, the firft authors, as will be thewn,
angd always the main fupporters of Egyptian profperity. Perfecution
excited rcbellion, and 1ebellion was punifhed by new aggravations
of cruelty. In this manner Fgypt, for the fpace of nearly two
centuries, continued the perpetual 1cene of crimes and of punithments.
Scarcely twenty years before the Macedonian conqueft, Artaxerxes
Ochus fupprefled Ne&enebus the laft confpicuous rebel ; and on this
occafion frefh feverities were exercifed on the Egyptian priefts : their
temples were plundered, their lands were wrefted from them ; even
their facred books, the obje@s of fuch religious care, were feized in
their hidden repofitories, and retained by their cruel perfecutors, till
ranfomed by large fums of money **. The injuries infliGted on the
Babylonians were nat lefs outrageous. The Perfians plundered their
treafuries and profaned their temples **, corrupted their daughters,

2 Ammian. Marcellin. L xxii. c. 6. % Herodot 1. i, ¢4 183. 196, 1. iii. ¢. 92.
# Straho, | xvi. p 740. ltigmatifes their Strabo, L xvi. p. 740. Diodorus, L zvi.
HOTAPANTE X UpIROINTAS. c. 5t

# Btrabo, L. x1. p. 509. Hefpeaksof their  # Herodot. L iil. ¢, 1. & {eq,
grofsnefs, ignotance, aud total negleé of all # Diodorus, }. xvi. c. 51,
improvement in terms apphcable to the fa- ¥ Herodot. i. 183,
cred indolence of their Moflem fucceffors.
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and emafculated their f[ons;* and with tyranny embittered by envy,
intercepted two ancient fources of Babylonian wealth, by obftruting
the navigable courfes of the Euphrates and Tigris.*'

To a prince animated by the profped of extending commerce and
diffuling arts and induftry over. the fineft regions of the earth, the
proceedings of all thofe conquerors whom we have named, could
only prefent examples to be fhunned. In the progrels however
of his expedition, Alexander ufed unexampled diligence in fearching
after the archives** of the vanquifhed, as well as in examining with
his own eyes the ancient monuments of their opulence and power.”
Many invaluable records colle@ed by him, have irrecoverably pcriﬂi-
ed. Yet the objeéts which he beheld, and the information which
he reccived on the fpot, concurring with the notices recorded by a
few travellers of his own country, could not fail to raife his thoughts
above the vain pomp of Ecbatana, Pafagarda and Perfepolis, and
to fix them on the more fubftantial grandeur of Babylon, Badra,
Tyre, Memphis, and Thebes, before thefe and other once induftrious
cities, were fome of them a prey to the favagenefls of the Scythians,
and others of them permanently enflaved under the painted barbari{m
of the Medes and Perfians.

In entering upon the hiftory of thofe ages of produ&ive induftry,
and commercial intercourfe, which muft of neceflity have preceded
the deftruction and havoc attending the foundation of empires, I
might regret the {cantinefs of my materials, if there were not ftill
greater reafon to Jament their uncertainty. The ancient glories of
the Aflyrians, Ethiopians, and Egyptians, immemorial cultivators of
the earth, and the inventors of thofe arts which naturally flow from
the leifure and fecurity of agricultural and fettled life, were not

# Herodot. L i. c. 196, & . iii. c. 92, by Charles II. ¢ The king” he was told
# 8trabo, 1 xvi. p 740. The kings of “isvery angry : " ““Indeed | I fear he will
Perfia treated the merchants of Babylon pre. take the river from us.”
cifely in the maner, thata merchant of ¢ Strabo, L ii. p. 69. Pliny, wi. rv;.
London, pretended ludurouﬂy to fear leR Conf, Mofes Choronens, L i. c. 7. & feq.
this great commercial city might be treated  # Arrian, Curtius, and Plutarch. -

indeed
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indeed abandoned either to the darknefs of oblivion, or the mifts of
traditionary fable. Their tranfa@tions. were recorded on monu-
ments** of the utmoft durability, but recorded in a kind of picture~
writing whofe chara@ers, except in grofs material objeéts, being efe
{entially ambiguous, neceffarily heightened in obfcurity, according to
the growing extent of their fignification ; that is to the variety or
{pirituality of the notions which they were employed to exprefs. It
is remarked by Herodotus, that the Egyptians wonderfully excelled
in the ftrength of their memories.* A prodigicus compafs of this
faculty, was requifite to graip the wide variety of their hieroglyphics,
already perplexed with fuch difficulties in the age of the patriarch
Jofeph, who governed Egypt as intendant general during the greater
part of the feventeenth century before Chrift, that the interpretation
of facred wiriting is defcribed as one of the moft important profeflions
in the kingdom.** It was exercifed like all other employments of
dignity, by the priviledged or facerdotal families, in the® hands of
whofe degenerate defcendants it always continued to remain, and
was often very grafsly abufed ; witﬁncfs the impudent lies told from
hieroglyphics, to the inquifitive travellers Herodotus and Diodorus
Siculus,”” remote by five centuries from cach other; and at the in-
intermediate point of time between thefe refpe@able hiftorians, the
fhamelefs fitions, given alfo as explanations of hieroglyphics, by
Manetho and Berofus, when the tranflation of the books of Mofes
into Greek under the firft Ptolemies, piqued the national vanity of
thofe romancers, the one an Egyptian, the other a Babylonian, prieft,
and made them enhance beyond all bounds, the antiquity and cele-
brity of their refpe@ive nations. I fhall not therefore venture to
write, what, in the numerous authors who have copied each other
# Strabo, 1. xvi, p. 729. Diodor. l. i. p npuns cumBAnuems. Diodor. ibid
c. 27. Herodotus. Pliny and Caffiodorus.  * Genefis xii. 8. The wred tranflated
# Herodotus, l.1i. ¢, 77. Conf. Diodoruss ¢ Magicians” in our bibles, Michaelis ren-
iii. 4 The hieroglyphica cn fome fingle ders * Aufleger Egyptthen ilderfchifr »
ohelitks, are faid to amount to 400. Dio- 7 TIoahe Asyovrs; Qidoniporrgoy nrtp whnfovwrepor,

dorus fpeaks with wonder of the suPases Diodor. i 294
on
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on the fubje&, I have found it difguftiogly tircfome to read, and
formally repeat thofe incohereat and infipid fables which pafs for an-
cient hiftory,® There would be a chance rather 6f fhame than of
fatisfaction, in laborioufly arranging fuch faithlefs and flim{y mate-
rials, fince after much pains in feletion and decoration, inftead of
the exploits of kings and conquerors, of men and gods, all equally
the creatures of fancy, a more fkilful interpretation of the record,
might rightly fubftitute the annual viciflitudes of the Euphrates or
the Nile, the periodig motions of the heavenly luminarics, the opera-
tions and implem %zfeful arts, Orion or a plough fhare.*

The Babylonian however, which cowmes forward in Scrip-
ture as the firlt great fcene of national enterprife, continued to be de-
{cribed long after the introduéion of alphabetic wiiting, as the fineft
portion of Affyria and of all Afia. At the diftance of a few years
from the proje@ed tower, “ whofe top might reach unto heaven*,”
we find in profane hiftory a city whofe xra remounts 2234 years be-
fore Chrift; a date obtained from the aftronomical tables fent by
Alexander to Ariftotle *, and important beyond other aftronomical
mras, becaufe fupported by various notices and circumftances, all
bearing on the fame point, and powerfully co-operating to confirm

4 An agricultural explanation of hiern-
glyphics is given by Abbé Plache in his His-
toire du Ciwel: (vol.i. p. 45 & feq. Edit.
17'8,) wn author, who bemng an advecate for
religion, 1s moft acrimonioufly infuslted by Vol-
taire, as an adverfary, and treated too angrily
by Warburton who needed not to have feared
himas a nival. Warburton’sgreat meritin the
explanation of the origin and nature of hiero-
glvphics is generally and jultly admired ; yet
fiv has not exhaufl .d the fubjed, and I cannot
reconcile all of his conclufions with the only
exifting authorities concerning it ; viz. He-
rodatus, 1. iii, c. 36. Diodorus, 1. iii. c. 4.
Porphyr. in Vit Pythagor. Clemens Alex-
and. V. Btrom. p. 555, and a fragment of
Manetho in Eufebius’s Chronicle, p. 6. In
this fragment, Warburton inftead of ypuppas,
igoyhvdixess fubltitutes ypmppaos lpoypaPinas,

His reafon for this corre@ion is,that ugo'yl.u@-ul
being always ufed by the ancients to denote
chara&ers of things, 10 oppofition to alpha-
betic letters, or charadfers of words, ought
not to be joined with yexppars which denotes
charaétersof words only. Becaufe lipoyhvdica
always demnotes chaialters of things, War-
burton concluded that ygaypare always de-
noted charasters of words. The conclufion
is illogical, and contradi®ory to one of
the pailages on which our whole knowledge
of the fubje@ refts, wigr 3wy Abiomixan
vgppater v wag Avyumnions inoyhuQuay xadwpier,
&c. Diodorus, L. iu. ¢ 4. Conf. Divine Lega~
tion, b. iv. f. 4.

“ Gonefis xi. 19. -

* Porpbyr. apud Simplic, in Ariftet. de
Ceelo.
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it", That Babylon was immemorially governed by Chald@ans, a SECT.
facerdotal caft or family; and that the authority of thofe Chaldzans h,,.E._._,

was founded on their fuperior attainments, particularly their pro-
ficiency in aftronomy, is faid to have been attelted by the concurring
. The Greeks too, fond as they were
of afceribing their fcientific improvements to Egypt, acknowledge
themfelves indebted to the Babylonians for the pole, the gnomon,

remains of Aflyrian hiftory *

and the divifion of the day into twelve hours®; inventions which,
5t fail to be diffufed
Aty extenfive traffic,
i &“many ages before the

war of Troy ™ Of the ingenions manufatures alfo, for which

with others of a like pradical nature, couldyy
over remote countrics by a city carrying Qp
and whole wares found their way into Gre

Babylon continued to be renowned, even under the Perfian yoke,
many muft have remounted to a very high antiquity, fince fourteen
hundred and fifty years before Chrift, the clegant dyes brought from
Arabia were already employed in that city, when * the goodiy
Babylonifh garment” tempted the dithonefty of Achan, and over-
came his fear of the Almighty, thereby occafioning his memorable
punithment in the mournful valley of Achor*. Yet according to
the manner in which ancient hiftory is generally underftood, after the
firk glimpfes of the tower and city above mentioned, not only
thefe important monuments, but the whole Babylonian plain difap-
pears from our fight for the fpacc of fixteen centuries, after which
lapfc of time, Babylon again commands our attention as the new
capital of Affyria, upon the deftru€ion of Nineveh, a place delcribed
in fcripture nine centurics before Chrift, in terms calculated to excite
our utmoft curiofity. Three hundred years after this magnificent
defcription of Nineveh, and fix hundred years beforc the Chriftian

# Seneeu Nat, Quefl. |, viic c. 3. Conf. ¥ Ibid. L i c. 1,
Anatolins apud TFabric. Bil Loth. Giec. ¥ Jothua, ¢ vii. v, 21. Conf. 2 Samuel,
L iii. ¢ 10. p- 275 c. xin. v 18, Strabo, I xvi. p 939, and
» Strabo, i i. p. 28, and b xvi. p. 762 Bruce’s Abyfliwa, vol i p. 374
% Herodot. L1, c. iog

VOL. I H xrd,
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@ra, Babylon was enriched, peopled, and enlarged by Nebuchad-
nezzar, even beyond the meafure of Nineveh itfelf, that ftupendous
capital in which there were upwards of fix fcore thoufand perfons, inca~
pable of difcerning between their right hand and their left *°. Is it yet
poflible to give an account of what happened in Babylonia in the in-
terval of the {ixteen centuries above mentioned, between its proje&ted
and unfinifhed tower, and the wonderful aggrandifement by Nebu-
chadnezzar of its moft ancient city, whofe @ra, according to the no-
tices fent by Alexander to Ariftotle, accords with the year 2234 be-
fore Chrift? This'gleion is important, for it canuot be imagined
that the induftry of mian, equally ftubborn and audacious , thould
have negleGted for fixteen hundred years, a territory well known, and
acknowledged to be the fineft** portion of Afia, though fitted accord-
ing to circumftances, to be the moft produétive of plains, or the moft
frightful of deferts*, To anfwer this queflion fully and clearly,
would neceflarily give birth to a new hiftory of Aflyria, for a care-
ful meditation of all the authorities on record, have forced me on
conclufions different from thofe hitherto received, 1. concerning thé
foundation and extent of the empire of Ninus; 2. concerning the
@ra and fite of Nineveh, its firft capital ; and 3. concerning the time
and circumftances of its decline and downfall. In my eadeavour to
illuftrate this very extenfive fubje&, (for the hiftory of Arabia and
Ethiopia will be found effentially conneéted with that of Affyria) the
fureft notices of antiquity will be confirmed by reafons drawn from
the unaltefable difpofitionsof nature. I therefore requeft the reader’s
attention to the following fhort account of éhe geography of Aflyria.

% Jonah, c. iii. v. 3. and c.iv v. 11, A_gain _
% QGenefis xi. 4—6. ** Let us build a city Nil mortalibus arduum eft
and tower whofe top may reach unto Ceclum ipfum petimus ftaltitia, &c,

heaven.” The Lord fd, *¢ this the people  * Herodot. L. i. c. 178, 1. i, €. 93, 1, ive
begin 'to do, and now nothing will be re- ¢ 39- I vil. c. 63. Conf. Jofeph. Antic.
firained from them which they have imagin- Juod:. L. i, c. 7. and 1. 2vi. ¢. 6 and 7.
ed to do.” Compare Horace, Odeiii. L1, ¥ Strabo, L. xi. p. go3.

Audax lapett genus '

Ignem fraude mala gentibus intulit—

In
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In its complete fignification, that name comprehended two vaft
tra&s of territory, on oppofite fides of the Euphrates'; called in fcrip-
ture, Aram beyond the Euphrates, and Aram on this fide the river

5
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oo Affyria,cavfe
* of errors in

To the former, the Greeks peculiarly applied the name of Affyria; it}ﬁ} geogra-

to the latter, for the fake of diftin&ion, that of Syria®. Exclufively
of Aram on this fide the river, Affyria contained three divifions;
firft Mefopotamia, an appellation which taken literally, thould com-
prehend the fpace of feven hundred miles between the whole courfes
of the Euphrates and Tigris, from the Armenian mountains in which
they rife to the Perfian gulph into which, duritg the age of Alexan-
der, they ftill continued to Row by feparate channels ©*. But the name
Mefopotamia was confined to the northern region, where the rivers
diverge an hundred,-and in fome parts two hundred miles afunder,
until in their courfe towards the fea, they contra&t to the nearnefs of
twenty miles in the vicinity of Bagdad, the great modern capital,
From this narrow ifthmus, the fecond divifion of Affyria deriving its
name Babylonia from ancient Babel, extended three hundred miles
to the Perfian gulph, never exceeding fourfcore miles in its breadth
between the rivers. The third divifion of Affyria was the projedting
diftri&t beyond the Tigris, reaching to the foot of the Carduchian
hills, and watered by the greater and lefler Zab, the Diala, and the
Mendeli. From thefe local circumftances, this eaftern diftrict, pro-
perly named Atur, was frequently called Meflené and Adiabeng,
Greek _tranﬁations of Aflyrian words, denotig a country, lying
among rivers difficult of paffage®. It happened however, that the

% Nehemish, c.i. v 7, gy 2. Hamuel viti,
3. Conf. Herodot. ubi fupra, and Arrian,
I vii.c. 7.

® The pames are thus ufed by Xenophon,
Diodorus, Arriun, and the whole feries of
Greek hiftorians, The Syrians and Afly-
rinns, though regapded as one people from
their agreement in fanguage, in perfons, and
in manners {Herodot. L. vii. c. 63.) yet in-

habited different Gides of the Euphrates :
and as we fhall fee ‘below, were ficlt com-
pletely reduced under one empire, by Nebu-
chadnezzar, fix venturies before Chrift.

* Nearchus apud Arran, Indic. c. 40,

& Suidas in Voc., Adiaben. Conf, Ste-
phanus de Urbibus in Vor, Meflene and
Adiabene, cum anotis ad locum, Edit.
Berkel.

2 fame

poy.
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fame term Meffene denoted alfo the narroweft part of Babylonia,

A Decaufe that invaluable ftrip of land, the firlt {cene of enterprize, and

firft fcat of civilization, comprefled and defended, as it was, by the
Euphrates and Tigris, had alfo from immemorial antiguity been in-
terfedted near the fite of the modern Bagdad by innumgrable canals,
feveral of which wore the appearance of great natural rivers®. In
their wars for three centuries with the Parthians, the Romans ulually
marched through the country called Atur by the natives, by them-
felves Aturia, and which, from the fimilarity of found, they cafily
confounded with the more cxtenfive name of Affyria®,  While this
deception made the Romans dignify the leaft important divifion of
Affyria, with a name properly applicable to the whole, the rerms
Meffené and Adiabené made the Greeks under the Roman empire
confound the fame northern diftri& with the central and more cele-
brated divifion, called properly Babylonia ; and this conflux of errors
from different fources gave birth, as will be fthewn prefently, to
firange mifreprefentation of ancient hiftory. Meanwhile it is mate-
rial to remark that the Aflyrians and Syrians, though they had the
Euphrates throughout for their acknowledged boundary, could really
communicate with each other towards their northern fyontier only,
where the river approaches the Mediterranean, until it is again re-
pelled eaftward by mount Amanus. Southward of this mountain,
Syria extended four hundred miles along the Mediterranean coaft :
the mcan diftance of an hundred miles from the fea marked, and in-
delibly marks the region of fertility : all the vaft intermediate fpace
between this limit and the Euphrates is occupied by inhofpitable and
for the moft part impenetrable deferts “.X o

“ Herodot. L i.¢ 193. Xenoph. Anabas,  * Strabo, L xvi. p. 749, & feq. Comp.
1. i, p.283. Diodorus, . ii. ¢. 26 Conf. Velney, Voyage en Syrie. Thefe deferes
Nahum, c. ii. v. 6§ 8. were direétly croffed but once by 4n army,

% Dion Caffius, 1 xlviii, ¢. 28. He con~ that of Nebuchadnezzar, as we fhall fee
fiders Affyria and Aturia as the fame words, below.
differently pronounced.

Before
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Before I proceed to relate the hiftory of the Aflyrians confiftently SECT.
with thefe unalterable diftinétions in geography, it is neceflary to k__,_ﬂ___,
ftate in few words the received opinions on the fubje&. It is gene- ﬁ:»::gf
rally faid, then, that the empire of the Affyrians began before the I‘:if{;:;m
days of Abram ; that it extended over all -fouthern Afia; that its
capital was Nineveh in Atur, the eaftern diftri& beyond the Tigris ;
and that this capital near the fite of the modern Moful, fubfifted
with the empire itfelf thirteen hundred years from the triumphs of
Ninus and Semiramis to the voluptuous reign of Sardanapalus, who
was deftroyed by his provincial governors, Belefys the Babylonian
and Arbaces the Mede, feven hundred and forty-feven years before
the Chriftian ®ra®, Not to mention that the wonderful {tability of
the dynafty of Ninus during the fpace of thirteen hundred years, is
incompatible with the varied revolutions in fouthern Afia during all
fucceeding periods, and thofe ftubborn caufes above explained, from
which fuch perpetual viciflitudes have never ceafed to flow, this early,
extenfive, and durable monarchy is fo totally inconfiftent with the
divided flate of the ancient world, as reprefented in facred and pro-
fane authors, that the great Newton and his few followers in chro-
nology, are [olicitous to rejet the whole ftory as fictitious, and to
make the xra of Nineveh, as a feat of empire, begin about the {ame
time, that ether chronologers have thought fit to end it®. Accord-
ing to this lefs extravagant {yftem, the firft great Affyrian conqueror
was Pull, who appeared in that lofty character feven hundred and
feventy-one years before Chrifi, interpofing with a ftrong arm in the

The two
Ninevehs.

that reign by Crefias, and from him tranf-
cribed by Caftor, Eufebius, and Syncellus.

“ ¢ The ancient enlpire of the Aflyrians
which had governed Afia for above thuteen

bundred years was d.flolved on the death of
Sardapapalus,- 747 years before Chrifl.”
Prideaux wn the Old and New Teltament
Conneéted, b.i. p. 1 and fuch is the gene~
-ral language of hiftorians and chronologers
founded on corrupt or fabulous lifls of the
great kings of Afia from Ninus to Artaxer-
xes Mpemon. Thefe lilts were copied in

I

They contain not a fingle name agreeing
with that of any of the Affyrian Lings men-
tioned in Scripture. But hiftorical argu-
ments, more irrefragable than difcordancy
nf names, totally dilprove them,

5 Newton’s Chronology followed by the
authors of the Ancient Univerfal Hiftory,
vol. iv, ¢. viils p. 310. and vol. ix. p. 352.

affairs
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affairs of Syrla, and by the plenitude of power confirming the mur-
derous Manakem in the ufurped kingdom of Ifracl®. But even
this fyftem of Newton is invalidated by the beft Greek hiftorians,
and overthrown by the authority of Scripture, which defcribes
Nineveh in the century before Pull with the fame chara&eriltic
majefty in which that capital comes forward twelve hundred years
before Chrift in profane authors, asa city of wonderful extent, and
more wonderful populoufnefs, and the feat of a mighty monarch,
whofle meafures of government were concerted in the council of his
princes and minifters ™. That fuch a dominion f{ubfifted twelve
hundred years betore Chrift at Moful, and uninterruptedly continued
there for many following cénturies is difproved by the firongeft
evidence, Moful ftands within a hundred miles of Zobah or Nifibis”
in northern Mefopotamia, whofe kings, inconfiderable potentates,
fought in the eleventh century before Chrift againft Saul and David
kings of Ifracl ; and were often defesed by thole illuftrious Hebrews.
David in particular vanquifhed Haderezer king of Zobah, with great
flaughter, ftripped his fervants of their golden quivers, and not
fatisfied with recovering his own borderon the Euphrates, purfued
the flying enemy homeward, and facked the cities Betah and Bero-
thai ™, places of little firength but confiderable commerce, fince they
contained, with other merchandize, vaft magazines of brafs™, a
circumftance well marking the country contiguous to Nifibis, both
banks of the Trigris in that neighbourhood abounding in copper
mines ™, feveral of which are wrought to the prefent day, partly for

& 2 Kings, ¢ av. Tavernier, Lucas, B.ernier, Jackfon, &ec.

* Jonah, iii. 3. and iv, 11, Conf Nahom, 7 ;1 Samuel, . xiv. v.47. wuth Michaelis
c. iit. v. 16, & feq. As tothe charaferiftic potes.
circumfiance refpe@ing Nineveh, its eX., 7 1Samuel, ¢. viii. v. 3. and c.xv, v, 18.
tent of three days journey, it will be thewn 7 Id. ibid.
hereafter that the circuit of its walls was % Denoted by the word Medan, which
480 fadia, which divid;d by 3 gives Y60 gives name to muny places in Amﬁﬁti,ng
fadis, “gbout 17 miles, precifely the com- Curdiftan. B8ee jackfon’s Journpy from
puted days journey among the Orientalsin  Indiain 1797,
all ages. Conf. Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 737. and

exportation.
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exportation, and partly for fupplying the manufa&ories of the re- S EIC T.
cently populous Diarbekir .. From the near conne@ion of Nifibis s

in locality with Moful, it is impoflible that the former of thefe cities
fhould have long maintained ‘wars with the kings of Ifrael without
roufing into alion, at leaft without bringing into notice, the far
greater power of Moful, if that had really been the head of a mighty
empire. 'The great Nineveh, therefore, could not occupy the fite
ulually afligned to it ; its fplendid court and powerful garrifon muft
have belonged to a kingdem naturally fecluded by the defert above
mentioned from the countries contiguous to the Mediterranean fea :
nor does it appear to have interfered with thofe countries in war or
government, until Pull, king of Affyria, quitting the pacific fyftem
which had governed moft of his predeceflors, conquered Nifibis or
Zobah, Haran, Eden, with all the neighbouring ftrong-holds in
Armenia or Northern Mefopotamia, and thereby brought his vico«
rious arms on the immediate fontiers of Syria™. Of this greater
Nineveh, called by the Greeks Ninus, muth is faid in hiﬁory.—. It
adorned the invaluable ifthmus of Babylonia above- defcribed, and
its pofition has been varioufly marked by the Euphrates and -the

Tigris, becaufe it occupied the banks of the great canal between-

them 7. It was diftant above four hundred miles from the fertile
diftri@ of Nifibis, and fecluded from it by the fmaller, as from Syria
by the greater defert, It was built by Niaus, the firft great Affyrian
conqueror, in the year twelve hundred and thirty before Chrift.
‘On the weft its territories were bounded by an impenetrable ocean of
fand ; but to the eaft it fubdued, and governed for the ] pace of five

“# Diarbekir was, in 1756, more populous
than any city in the anh[h empire, not ex-
cepting either Cairo or Conftantinople, It
‘contained 4ous600 inhabitants. But, in
:757,, fwarms of lociifls devoured all the ve-
getation of the furrouuamg coyntry, and

_eccdfioned ‘a famine t 4n i | ficknefs

followed, which carried off 306,000 fouls in

the city of Didrbekir, befides thofg who pe-
rithed in the neighbouring villages.” Eron’s
Survey of the Turkith empire, c. vit, p. 268.
2 ngs, ¢ £viil. and xix. Conf, Haiih,
€ X¥XVie
7 Conf. Herodot. 1. i. c. 95. and Die«
dor. L ii. . 25.

centuries,
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centuries, Media, Batria, Perfis, and other provinces of Upper Afia ™
The confounding of this great capital with a city of humbler fortune

“but much higher antiquity, has ftrangely perplexed the hiftory of

what is called the firft great monarchy, or rather the firft great em-
pire that permanently eftablithed the dominion of nations over
nations, though that dominion was much lightened and mitigated,
as we fhall fce, under Ninyas the fucceflor of Ninus, and feventeen

pacific princes that followed him.
guithed from cach other by very clear chara@eriftics.

The two Ninevehs are dift'n-
The firft

Nineveh was built by Athur upon his removal from the plain of
Shinar, and is dcferibed as lefs confiderable than other cities in its

neighbourhood ™.
hundred miles above Babylon, at

* 'H aw Aaiz, Herodot. 1 i, ¢. g3 that
is the countries ealt of the Euphrates;
Dionyfius of Halicarnaflus alfo, Antiq Ro-
mun, LY. c. 4 thus limits the Affyrian
empire in paint of fpace. As to time He-
rodottss fuys the Affyrians governed Upper
Afia_s20 years before the revolt of the
Medes. This revalt, as will appear {ully
hereafter, happencd 710 years before Clrift;
add ¢20, and the foundation of the Affyrian
empire will remount to the year 1230 before
Chrift. This date coincides with that given
by Appian of Alexandria in Proem, c.ix.
Appian fays “the Affyriins, Mcdes, and Per-
fians governed A fia nine hundred yet,” 1 he
Jalt Dartus was flain 330 years before Chnifl :
add this to g2o and we fhall agam have
1230 befine Chiift for the =ra afrbc Afly-
rian empire. Herodotus notices with refped
both to the extent and the durat'on of that
empire, are thus confirmed by two hiftorians
inferior to none in point of credit. Inde-
pendently of this confirmation, his authority
may fafely be relied on in matters fo im-
portaht to him as the date and dominions of
an cmpire of which he wrote the hiftory.
Vid. Herodot. c. i. l. v¢c6. and 184. Hero-
dotus's Affyrgn Hiftory is alluded to by

It ftood on the eaflern bavk of the Tigus three

a place where the river is mod

Ariftotle in his Hitory of Anivals, L. viii.
c. 18, In fpeaking of lirds with croohed
bills, * which never diink,” the philolopher
obferves, that this peculiarity was unknownto
Heiodotus, who deferibes the avgurial eagle
as drinking, in his Marrative of the taling of
Nineveh, In M Camus’s editon of the
“ Hiftory of Animals” now before me, he
adopts the erroncous reading of “ Hefind in-
flead of Herodotus ” Wus Hufi d an hif-
torian ! Or, a queflion (Ll wicre deeifive,
could Hefiod 1clate an event fong pofterior
to his own age ! I udd one remuk farther
becaufe it appears to>me of importance.
Herodotus® chirenolagy is not only confiftent
with Scriptore, but tends to increafe our
reverence for the prophecy there concerning
the Aflyrians 1452 years before Clrilt.  See
Numbhers, c. xxtv. v.22. In this paflage
the captivity announced under the Afflyrians
would be lefs marvelloos if their dominion
(as :nmmunly faid) had already fubfifted
wany centuries over all Afia, Hyd that
been the cafe, it was eufy Yo forefée that a
powerful nation woutd he eageno popifh its
rebellious vaffals,

" Genefis, . x. v, 11. and 12, i Michaslis?
Tranflation.

conveniently
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conveniently croffed. Its locality is marked by Moful, the bridge SECT:
or paflage, the name of a city fince built on the oppafite or weftern ‘__i[__,
bank :. and is ftill further confirmed by great mounds of earth indi--

cating, according to travellers of good authoiity *°, the remains of

ancient buildings. From the conveniency of paffing the Tigris in

its neighbourhood, this Nineveh became early a place of confiderable

traffic, and as a commercial ¢ity, it remained to the reign of Clau-

dius the Roman emperor *. "But Nineveh, raifed and fortified by

Ninus in the great Babylonian plain, was deftined to s far (horter

though incomparably more brilliant exiftence: fince it was founded

feven hundred years later, and was totally demolifhed ** fix centuries

before Chrift. When the Affyrians, under Ninus, became extenfive
conquerors, they built, according to Afiatic maxims, this their great
firong-hold and capital in the diftri& beft calculated for fuch prodi-

gies of architeQure and populoufnefs as Nineveh, Babylon, and

after them Seleucia, Ctefiphon, and Bagdad : fucceffive fests of em-

pire, which, as will be explained hereafter, arofe not figuratively on

the ruins, but literally from the materials of each other.

Having removed geographical difficulties, founded on mifconcep- Somes o
tion-and perpetnated through negligence, I proceed to explain the mf‘?’"‘
tranfa@lions of the Aflyrians and of the principal nations conne@ted (ferect
with them either in war or in commerce. For the fake of greater B-& 1230
perfpicuity, and that the chronology of fubfequent events may be
referred to a precife and important mra, I begin with the reign of
Ninus. Many centuries before that conqueror, the virgin foil of
Afa, new and warm from the hands of nature, is reprefented as
teeming with men and animals ™. The vaft central plains inviting
to agriculture and a fettled life, abounded with well cultivated fieldss

% Delly Valle, Niebuhe, &e. VPhumoln wegwrgppaz,  Strabo, 1. xvi,
" Tagitus, Annal. Lxtis ¢, 13, A D.50.  p. 737- with whom Diodorus agres.
His enpreffion, vetuftiima fedes Affyrizare  ® Diodor, L it ¢ 5. Canf. Ghnefis,
words highly applicable, but sintin the fenfe ¢ xxvj, v. 1a.
which hte infendi-thefs.
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