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PRE F A C·£. 

-
SINCE the publication of my Hillory of Ancient' 

Greece, twent y years have clapfed; an interval, had it 

been dedicated [olely to one objeCt, Ilill too !hort to 

mark and recommend the prefent volumes, by that com

pletene!s of information, and perfpicuity of conneCtion, 

which muft be deli red by readers of cvtry c1afs with re

gard to fo important ?&d fo fplcndid a theme as that of 

Alexander and his Su~ors. 

The Grecian dynally in Alia el!1braces, indeed, the 

whole portion of time during which the general alfairs 

of that vaft continent admit of any copious and con

fiftent narrative : but in my ambition to heighten the 

intereft of this narrative with the prefcnt "ge and pofte

rity, I have felt the neeeillty of continually extending 

my rerearche. beyond the chronology of kings, the in

trigues of courts, the dry and often doubtful details of 

negoeiations and battles. Without negleCting aby of 
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thefe indifpenlible rather t1mn:~~1'. 'jIiJil)-i;l{( matters, .. ~::,-..\.. ... ~~..;:.,,- . 
my attention has been chiefly di..eaeoto objeCts of more 

allurement or more permanency; the local circumfian

ces, occupations, and manners of communities at large, 

and of the various ranks of perfons compoling them; 

a curious and uncultivated branch of hillory, towards 

the advancement of which I have Iludied to unite even 

the fcantiell and moll fcattered fources of information 

that either the fragments of antiquity have delivered 

down, or the cafual notices of modern travellers have 

laid open. 

After the example of the Fir} of Hillorians, in point 

not only of time but of merit, .J have inquired', as he 

does on nearly :ilimilar occalion-, who they were, thofe 

ancient and once iIIufirious nations fubdued and long 

governed by the Greeks and Macedonians: in what 

charaCteriflic particulars they either agreed with, qr dif

fered from each other: what had been their purfuits, 

and what were their attainments. Through my refpeCt

ful adherence to a model, the nearell of any to perfec

tion, my readets will proceed ealily from the known to 

the unknow;' ; and the hiflory of''GTeece, the"countrv 

See Herodotus, Book i. Cbap. 9S. 
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to which we are indebted for our general acquaintance 

with antiquity, will naturally expand into the hifiory 

of tht: Eafiern world, and of thofe remote regions of 

the South and Wefi which gradually fell within the 

fphere either of its military exertion or of its ,commer

cial intercourfe. 

That this is the fitte'fi method in which the tranfac

tions and infiitutions of pafi times can be made known 

to the prefent, it will be my endeavour in the following 

volumes to evince. But in ellimating both nations and 

individuals, the opinions even of the learned are too 

often guided by the decilions of fortune; on which 

account the hillory of Rome is very commonly con

founded with that of the world. The grave alld judi

cions Polybius cQmpofed his invaluable work to explain 

by what means. the Romans, in the fpace of fifty-three 

years, commencing with the fecond Punic war, acquired 

a decided prepon~erancy over all thofe powers, which, 

ill the courfe of the following century, they reduced 

into provinces. It was, he thought, a talk more eary 

andmqre , anim.ting to trace the progrefs of the riling 

'commonwealth. tlmn . to rake il).to the vices and miferies 

of decaying monarchies: and the fame motives which 

fwayed 
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fwayed with Polybius, have generally aCtuated all fuc

ceeding hiftorians; though it may be doubted, whether 

their narratives would not have proved more ufeful to 

polterity if, inltead of continually expatiating on the 

wifdom and good management of the viCtors, they had 

been at more pains to imprefs the L1d Iejfons to be 

learned from the wretched impolicy of the vanqtlifi1ed. 

The reigns of Alexander and Atlgufius arc f"paratcd 

by a period of three hundred years, the bufieft in the 

annals of mankind. The clofe of this perion includes, 

indeed, twenty years of Roman civil wars , on which 

the nature of my work forbids me to dilatc. They 

contribute in nothing to our better acquaintance with 

the natives of thof~ countries which were their fcene, 

and they are altogether unconneCted with the principal 

,dian of this hiltory; I mean the gradual transfer of 

dominion from thc Greeks and Macedonians to the Ro

mans and Parthians. The civil wars of Rome only con

veyed from one military ufurper to another" the power 

already <lcqtlired and confolidated by the republick·; and 

are recorded by innumerable writers ,on the affairs of that 

Romains cot'Jtrt Romains, parens contre parens, 

Combattoient {c"lement. pour Ie choj.l du tyram. 
CollNBU.LE. 
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empIre, with whom I !hall not contend, if they arro

gate to their own province the whole century contiguous 

to Augufius, and interweave its moft memorable tranfac

tions in the majefiic ferics of cunfular triumphs. But 

the times nearer to Alexander muft be viewed under a 

different, and altogether independent afpeCt. Between 

the reign of that conqueror, (the moft brilliant >era of 

Greece,) and the commencing afcendency of Rome, 

the · events of a hundred and five years intervene, related 

in a manner fo little fatisfaCtory, that they are conlidered 

hy readers of reHeCtion as leaving a fort of blank in 

hillory. This chafm I have endeavoured to fill up, 

by drawing together many detached incidents, calcu

lated to give form and colour to the fubjeCt; and by 

obviating the chief difficulties attending it, through 

illufirations from parallel occurrences in earlier and later 

times. 

From [uch views of my undertaking, this [econd part, 

if it !hall be fo conlidered, of the "Hillory of Ancient 

Greece, its Colonies and Conquell:s," necelfariIy rifes 

above the firll: in greatnefs and novelty of de{,gn: its 

execution, al[o, has been incomparably more difficult, 

from the variety, intricacy, and wide difper[lOn of my 

materials: 

vii 
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materials: on all which accounts, I anxioufly crave for 

the pre[ent work the lame public indulgence which its 

precur[or continues to experience. 

Upper Seymour-fireet, 
June 1807. 
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ALEXANDER died at Bahylon in the thirty-third year of hi. s £ C T. 

age, agitating vall:' and various fchemea both' of war and of po. ~ 
liey. His Chort reign, of only twelve years and eight months., may DeAth of 

b . d d .,· n · A r n • h h ., f AI,,,.",,, 
C vlewe un er two ullun .... ~ alpel...ls: Cit cr all t e termmauon 0 re- OIYlTlp.cl.iv. 

p~bJjean Greece, thereby draiflcd ·of her firength, and thenceforth ~!III~e~~7_ 
ec.tipfed pf her fplelldour; or OIS the commencement of a Grecian 'jf'wl~ afp,efts 

~ . . 0 IIi ~lp. 

dy",,(ly in tbe !!alt, eOIll~rehendlng in tb,t quarter all tbofe nation. 

wllok recor4a are e~mbodied iI\ what i~ now c:&11e'.d a.nc:ient hifiory .. 
~D treating the fubjell!l1l<le. th.e former point of view, l.od •• vo.red. . . 
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SEC 1'. in a preceding work, to unfold the plan of Alexander's campaigns, 
,-~!'_-'j and accurately to defcribe his battles and fleges. But, in contem

plating his reign under its feconr.! and ftill more important afpec.t, as 

the foundation of a new empire, dcfl:incd fpccdily to dilTolve into 
many fcparate monarchies, it becomes necefTary to advert, not only 
to the exploits which he atchie,·ed, but to the cxtr30rdinary under
takings which he meditated, and which, verging- as they certainly 

did, on tomantic heroifm, wen:! neverthelefs, the bold eft of them, 

Pcctlliaritics 
in Il i< chi!. 
rafte r and 
fortune. 

confined within ftda praClicable Ii mits. 
Above all candidates for renown, the Macedonian n,lOds, indeed, 

pre-eminent for his uniform and nice difcrimination between diffi

culties and impoffibilities. The fonner"he perfeveringly [urmouoted ; 
with the latter, he never oCce had the prefumption [0 grapple. 
This difiinll:ion in his favour, which enfured to him the highf'fi. 
intereft with writers of refletlion, has not failed, however, to ex
pore him to the envious blafts of [atire, ~ager to leffen grcatnefs, and 
to the more peftilent breath of fabulous a panegyric, fervilely prone 
to exaggerate merit into perfection. 1£ his detraCtors h; ve abfurdly 
arraigned him, as a defiroyer, a rod, and a fcourge j his admirers 
are Dot entitled to adorn him with the fame of a~ blamelefs hero. 
In the ufual courfe of his behaviour, he was mild, temperate, 
and jun t; yet, on feveral important occafioos, he was the yietim 
both of anger and of pleafure; the two m?ft ordinary foucces 
of human fr<lillyr But fuch perfon,l el<~ellel\cie. or defeas dif
appear before Ihe fplendour of hi. puWic life. tho regular boldnef. 
of hi, plan" and the Ill\rivalled J1llgQitude of hi. performances. 
~nd~wed with an alertnei. ~ energy peculiarly hi. own. he 
neverthetef. pr.aifed patiently in war the le{fan. derived frap!. 

• Htn.ory of Ancient Gree~~. thefe pall'agcs! He (pew of bim npwAN& 
~ Strabo, J. ji p. 70. and L xy. p. 798'. of 70 tilDe' iA tho co\lrfe of hi' G.~.rb1t 

How deeply is the lofl [0, be regretted or and alw~ w'i~ per!c.df')il,G.{\en(y • • 
Strll.bo's Commect.lry on tbe Tr.u:Aaiom J.Arrian, Ex~ Aktand.. L "li. c.ao. 
oE Alcxaud_. alluded to ia tJLc. ~.m.tt of ~. 

. . ~ Philip, 
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Philip, the greatefl: of generals. In his clvil admi1'liHr:uion, and the 

prudent management of his conqueRs, he adhered as invariably to 
maxims inllilled" by Ariftotle, the greateR of philo(ophers. This 
fingularity in his proceedings, as regulated by the leCfons and authow 

lity of two fuch men, and of fueh appofite principles or purpores, 
firangcly overlooked as it has been, by hill.orians and philofophers of 
Europe, was clearly recognized by Mandanis, an Iodi ... n and a prien, 
when ho. declared the invading Macedonian the only proficient in 
wifdom, that he had ever known even by report, at the head of a 

vi!b.1rious army'. 

Writers, innumerable, have celebrated the valour or fo~tune ot 

Alexander j but few, in imitation of Mandanis, fcern willing to ad
mire his wifdom or found policy. To do jufiice to this part of his 
charaCter, it is neceffary to afcertain, how far l1is refourccs were 
adequate to his great .undertakings, and how far his bare projeas 
were warranted by rcafon and experience. ' 
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nefore he thought fit to crofs the Hdlefpont into Alia, he not Hisrefotl rC C5 
• _ • .• commen(u-

(lilly extmgU1£hed rebe1hon 10 Greece and Macedon, but fubdued rate t o his 

' d d b f h' II d T ,. . E uod",,'· the WI er an roug er parts 0 w at JS now ca e UT.Ley In U" ing~. 

rope, inhabited then, as at prefent, by Thraci~D8 and lIlyriaDs, 
fiubborn and wadike nations e. Moft uftful recruits might thuB be 

~tn.bo, I. i. p.6,. This paJfage anti
cipat'J and refutes the falfe praife beJ\ow. 
cd '~ AluaJlder at the npc:nee of his 
preceptor. who. according to Plutarcb. 
advifed 'hint to treat the Greeks :11 freemen, 
and tbe Bartiarl:ms al tI .. ve,. Plutarch'. 
ftport. of whieh we than afterwa rd~ fee 
deub the l ery improper grounds, ha5 been 

-fot1owe4, by all mot!ero writers. eve.n the 
moR rd'pe&ahle : Witllefs the late Dr. Ro· 
bertfon in hit Difqui6tion <on~erniog India. 
pge ~ ,.ro e~t. "¥ ~t Btrabo concludes. 
" Alexander did lIot _epa. the admonition, 
teat to him. but.1Jccop(.fli them. .... ~ full 
'8.pprobatiOll. nod c9mpletd1. ~C;QWlied wic.h 
alJJir fede .ud {pi':it." What mi' fe;n[e aad 

fpirit wen, may be feen in my tl"anfiationof 
Ariftot),e', pra~ical lVorks, vol. ii. p.37' 
and feq. 8vo. edic. 

• Strabo. I. :IV. p. 1 J S' 
6 Arrian, E&pedit . .'\lexand. I. ii. c. 7-

The epiphets btn'owed on them by the 
G ru k hillorillfto. they Je(erve to the: prcfeoJ; 
day. Under the Damc50fCroltts, Bofni;ul.s, 
Dulgarianl. :tnd Servians they 1l1l1 {ann to
~ards Europe the iron frontier ofTurk iOI 

~pO""er, hatirag the Chrill:iaQII ira their neigh
bonrbood with the pride of Mo!1ems. eur. 
penlted by the in.eteracy of bordercrs. 
Sltdljr did the unbppy En;lperor Jofepb ex
ptriClite their lI:ubborn valour in 1188. 

•• d.ri,.e4 
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derived from the ample region between the co~fine8 of the Danube 
and the fea of Pelopounelus ; a country much furpalling Great 
TIrit.un ill extent, and ill that age exuberantly populous. The reve
nues of Macedon, ariring, partly from the gold mines of Philippi, 
JUU thofc near the lake Bolbe', may, on good gl uunds, be efiirnatcd 

_It the value of a million fierling I; ,In annual [upply in thofe day", 
which notwithfi:andin ); the,J1.igh pay and liberal lubfificnce enjoyed ~ 

by tltt Greeks and M<.lccoonians, will appear on calculation fuBicient 
to keep on foot an army, mocerate in point of number, but fa 
judicioufiy compared and fa perfectly difciplincd, that no enemies 
with whom it was ever called to contend, could either relict its 
firength or elude its velocity. 

By an adherence to his preconcerted plan of firO: gaining the 
maritime cities of Leifer Afia, before he advanced inland, the 
invader acquired the command of the fea, and [hereby enfured the 
beft mean8 of availing him.felf of his domefiic refoulces. Long be
fore the Indians beheld his altars on the eafiern bank of the Hypha. 
fis, he 4J1ould fcern to have drawn from E.urope contingents of 
troops of very dif(lToportionate magnitude to the fmall army of 
thirty thoul'and foot aud five thoufand horf. ,. which he originally 

7 Hero&t~l. •• C.17. 
• This will appear here.d'ter from thdollU 

broLight iato the' Roman trellftu'y, .lUd a cri
tical examination of the palfages retording 
them, iu Livy. Plilly,aud Vd!cius P.tertuhii. 

, According to Thucydidci and DeD\CI"ft.. 
henn the fubf,fi:eacc of Atheni.m borfclllGl 
was. equal to tbeir pay, and thcir.pay wu a 
Gradun", tllat it nearly ~iht·pence daily. 
Tbt caplain had only t"i(:c thc pity of 6e 
rank and file, and the &ttltrai 01).1, twi«.t.ht 
pal of a captain •. Xenoph. de Exp&d. 
ern. 1. .-ii. p. 401. edit. l,.eund. ~rd
ing 'to thefe data. and nu).iD, amplo aDow. 
anee f. continaentiu, the eJptlld! of 
3~ foot: !oDd $,ooQ h'orie Deeded 'AOt' Ci:~ 
ceed 9oo,ooo.l. 

.. The numbers aTe differently reported; 
~,he higheftaccount m.l.kes ihern .3.000 foot, 
and 5.500 horfe. Plutarch de Vlrtut. Aka:. 
and. Or.at. i. p. 3l7. Edit. XyJand. Ar_ 
rian aDd Curtius do not profefi to f~ .£1 
nery rl'infon:ement. Without huing in 
"iew the gen¢r~1 fDllftcr, I c;'I;trafled from 
them t.bt fQiIo'lt>1ng COIItingcuts : 

6,000 

,00 

''"'''' 
.,o~ 

,00 

6,000 



ALEXANDER'S CONQUESTS. s. 
SECT. eonduaed aCTofs the Hcl1c:fpont j and the {uccers of his :mns tn Atia 

fpeedily procured him motl powerful auxiliaries in that qlfartcr. 
The wen-ern divifion of the reIGan empire, containing an incongru
ous aCfcmblage of indignant rcpubli~s and rebellious fatrapies, hung 
(0 loofely together, that one proportion of thore relutlant tributa
ries might be employed in fubd uing the other, and both of them be 

afterwards JireQed aguillfl. the remaining force of the monarchy . 
. In the courfe of four Iabodous campaigns, and through the [uccers 

chiefly of the three great battles of Graoicus. Ufus, and Arbela t and 
the two memorable fie-gea of Haliurnaffus and Tyre, Alexander 
thus laid at his mercy dominions twenty times more wealthy" than 
his hereditary kingdom. .Many robuil: yet docile AGarics were em
bodied under European officers, and with what experience dif.;overecl 

to be a fit au mixture of European foldiers; commonly four Greeks 
to twelve barharians in each divifion of fixteen "j that js, in each 
file of the phalanx, The !lauteft and hraveft amoni the vanquilhed,. 
might delight in the Grecian exercircs, and glory at being inRruCted 
in the arts, and anociJ.t~.d to the arms of the viaors: but a pallion 
far more powerful with the multitude than the tranfient love of 
glory, wou1d facilitate Alexander's levies of oriental troopt', if he 
really fcized at Sufa:' the value of nine millions flerling, and as 
concurring authorities anent double that. 'amount in th~ imperial 

I
e-.-> 

.. Heroo.lotui. I. iii. e, 95- is thought thrDugh a.v.lrj~ty of dyeallies from the an. 
to give 14.560 Eubo:ic talertts. equu to .<.ient PerUan' to the moder.n Turks: "but 
2,80'.+311 ter the ['tYC'nues. of Perlli.; hut the HilfIl~ or privy punc Ot the Grand 
thi, fum appe,\rs to n.\\t formed r~lhtr the l'ieignor i5 now richtrthan the Mid: which 
pri\'y purle of .the ~lIIptrDr. eonf'. Hero. bUer j, fil;d to amount to 4,QCO,oool. Eton'~ 
dot.! 192 iii'91 Xel1oph. L el/nc!. p. 23'" Turlr::ifh Empire. The tuflom of prcfcnr .. to 
and S Io? PJ,ltO OpeJ .1. vol. ii. p, III. their kings yn th .. n' ..... yur pte¥RHs Rlfo 
E dit. Ficini. I\Od SJ~, 1. U'. p. 735' amOl\g the mod~ PeriJ..lUs, Chi.!·dio arul. 
The eontrihuN''' ' bled. In ~ll.d (corn. Ut· Ddlil Vi\l!C. 
de. cloth. dnl;~I) uI'I:llledthofe ill, moce)" .. Conf. Arri.tn. vii. 23' ~d Plul:areh ill, 
rlMt is, fllvnr. The free gifts on new year', A\cx:Jnd. p.6gt. ' 
dotys 'We"e confJderahle. Elato:, yolo ii. p.IZ'. 'J Dlodorus SicuJu" 1: xv. fed . 66. 
The tJlltilltrtnO oIbO\'iI: .t;od~to.tW"Dlbe Arrian. iii. J6. l."wtiU ...... 2: JufiiB. xi .. 
rr'l'Y flU" aDd tM publil; tf1oU!.\\CJw pdtd 14.-

flrong 
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{hong hold of Pcrrepolj~ ,.. His army, therefore, continually fwetted 

with th e l' ro~refs of his expedition earlward ; and the diviftOn which 
he perfonally conduQed, was never more numerous than in the 

modern province of Lahort. and on the farth er bank of the Hyphalis. 
At this eaficrn extremity of his conqudls, he mufiered an hundred 
and twenty thoufano men II; alld in the:: laft year of his life, he was 

joi.ned in onc day on the Tigris by thirty th onfand· 6 barbarians, 

armed anl! dik iplined after the Grecian fJlllion . 

To (JlIalify my readers for perufing the following hiftory with 
fome degree of intcretl: , I (hall endeavour [0 lay before the-Ill a (art 

of .!latiftical fiHw'y of the vdJiuus dominions of Alexander, and de
{cribe the di1l:ribation of his Greeks and 1vlacedonians among them, 

in reference to local circumilances, and to that cary and general 

intercour[c, which, according to univerfal tefiimony, he laboured 

throughout to eftablifh: I £hall examine his lingular proceedings in 
the three main points of government, religion, and revenue j and 

1hall exert the utmofl: diligence to explain, fully and clearly, how far 

in the concern-s either of domeftic ~nduflry or forci !;n commerce, he 
profe..:u.,t:ed the plans of preceding princes, or embraced new ones, 

peculiar to himfclf j and of which as none before h im had fet the ex
ample, fo certainly none who followed him, have ever preCumed on 
the imitation. By the difeuffion of thefe important topics, our 

minds will be prepared to' unravel the intricacy of the ' perturbed 
{ce-nes that opened in the eafiern world. and whieh brought into 

aCiion all its elements and powers. The firuggle for empire among 

the Macedonian captains is the maft memorable warfare ever waged 

in ~ ACta in point of duration and obftinacy, and the only general 
~on8ia: in that quarter of the globe, during which the refources of 
wealth and numbers were fteadily direCted by fcientific !kill and 

If Diodorol. xvii. 'I. Strabo. IV. 'lI. " Arrian. 1. ,·iL c. S. and 3" and. P11I_ 
-Curclns. v. 6. and Plutarch in Ale.and. larch in Alcxand. 

~ CartieSt viii. 6. 

diCciplined 
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difciplined valour. It terminated by the battle of Ipfus in thl! 

Greater Phrygia, fought l, ... 'cnty-two years after Alexander's demife i 
through which memorable aainn his empire was indeed irrecoverably 

ruined as a whole, yet continued, iu confcquence of arrange ... 

ments that had been made by him, to flouriili ·confpicuoufly in many 
of i[s parts or ftagments ", 

In treating the fir{\; branch of my fubjeCt, I conld willi to perform 

wl1at the Greek hiflorian of thi s p triod has beeo contented wi.th pro

mifin~ j and to draw a lively pia:urc imprdIive on the fancy and me

mory", of tlle poli tica l geography of Alia from the Grecian rea to the 

InJ\l!', cAhibiting all the ilO~ortant pccu ! i ,~rities by which the fcveral 
portions of (h ,lt "art territory werc enemially charaaerifed. A delinea. 

tion of th(, twenty Jat rapies of Darius would not intirely anfwcr my 
purpafc , unce, :leCOl ding to that rJillributioll, which was made chiefly 

with a view to tribute, n.HioDs were cla{[ed in the fame [atrapy, 

110t only diffimilar in mauners, but in local fitua~ion extremely re. 

mote from each 01 her .... . Betides this inconvenience, the number of 

the fatrapics occafionally underwent alteration ~.; it was imprudently 

reduced by Darius's fucce lfon: ~ who thereby firengthened the hands 

of their more powerful viceroys or vafiais, fpontaneoufiy too prone 

to rebellion; and neither Alexander, nor thofe who came after him, 

adhered to a divi{ion artificial ",nd arbitrary, fince unguided hy thofe 

permanent differences by which nature;: had charaCierifed the coun

try, and thofe almoft equally invariable with which time and cultam. 
had marked its inhabitants . 

., ·H~ ((oil. A>.I(."eli &pi(1I» ~'&>'~;'<d1I, • .-,. 
Ir~'oror ,(.;1./>:1"""' 7<$1""" ' t\ppi,lfi. in Prjl:(ac. 
c. I C. 

" rIlP ~),,<u.o> 'f.a,,~ 't'Ii QM, '1V'IrG6f~~. &r. 
Diotl.or·~ . I. ~vii;. led: . ~ . 

'9 Her,,\l ntu~ . I. iii c. 89. To which I.M 
the ;,,,, .. 1,, \bk commentary I)f our great geo 
graptu:r; RenJlell', Geograph,of Herodotus, 

P 1.19-32 3. Tf.cfuJ.,jt'fl of th e P. rrbn ( .. tr.· . 
pit:. is learnedly tr-c.lceJ .llfQ loy Mr H~'elt:" 

in hll. wllI known work .. Ideen ubcr die 
I'uillik , &c. " that is, "l d~·.lS on th e Polky'!'" 
llllucourfc, alia Climmcrcc of Ihe P rinc;p.II 
Statc~ of Antiquity," I' I03- Ho . 

" Confer. H !:wdo,. ubi [upril. Ollld Keno. 
phon licUen, :.mr,! An.tb~s, p.d1im 

ConGdered 
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ConGdered under ~beir men gener~l '[pea, 1M Maoedo.aian eo. , 
minion. in the call. COQ!l'rehended tho peninfula" of Lol!l:r Ali. 
bounded by three fe .. ; tbe kiqgdom of Egypt on tbe ",ppo/'IIC or 
fouthern [Ide of tbe Me.diterra~; ami the moll renowned pow.on 
of the ancient c~~nent funning ,eaftw.ard of tboat f.ca,.and. nearly 
commcn(1Ifat~ wi-\b i[l intire e,,panfe of WAfer both in 1 m.agnilode 

and in dttmate. Alexander'. TPnqud\s wlU thus. be,.,tOund to have 
extended forty-five degre .. ,..,f longitude over the ,f.ireft portidls of 
th~ tCippc;rate zone: their g.reateft breadth ft.CAtched over twenty 
degr~es of latitude, from thc_ fea of Aral and the martes, to tbe 
.... cuth of the )ndus, the entunee of the l'ernan gulph, and the 
fouthern frontler .of Egypt; all three pofitions in rise near vidnity 
of the ugrthern tropic. , 

In thi • • mighty and gen<rally eomp~ fabric of empire, Leifer 
Au. and Egypt fuljiciently .difiingui'" themlelve ••• outfpread
iqg append.ge. on twa ,lOppofite fide. of the Mediterrane.n. 
The former is a peninfula owly equa{ to Germany in eXfent, 

..,S! whic~ dUJiog ~"" . ~\:O o~ ao!iquity, mijlltt be eom
pa".t ')"it~ th .. ~ ... n entpire In the .. i~ vaI'iety of its govern
lW'or-., . ~~ ccmtaiaed gtner.Uf. but ,ploft. ~~nfpiel1oufly .Ioqg 

·the, lea . cQ'\lt, 'I(. ~rong' c3/.l~tPr&-J"f j .... opean blood; which 
ci .. eumftan~. r"lder.c:it ~ ~t i ... poll",,_1 and military 
p.oiot o,f ~i<~:, . It II")! 1je,e;w. Iong-.famed for ita a~s and opuknee : 
""d its PR'~dty ea~91,.l). fufpc;,fud. ofA'6' li!,"" u.'.41ex.ndcr 
and hi. ~'!.~~trQli1' if, ,after JII~¥, .. ereil~ d~~a.lion. 1>1 Milhri
dates and the ~'.I'44'JI. ~~y I>y a dou)te,l'cquiC,ti"" really 
.xtort~d .fr~'" it.~ all" y.f.r~~ ~Olljlt of iollli milliol\l, lWing ... 
In the p'Qgref. of thi ..... ork,' the tnOfmity of thai {urn will be re

~""d ~rer. (0 tbe tl;olldaw., of probability1 wl!;n .• e _traa the 
, -

.. Tho tona~m4 b,. Sttabo. ".ii.,. fays. this fum 't\'~& t1le tribu.t:e tll t~ yean, 
/'- 6?H .. " . .. . . . , A, ..... Ik~, C!<iI .. I .• " ..,:' 

N Plui::anc11. .. 1n \~n.. lb. ruIIi:t ratt·? 5 
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ancient {ourees of the riches of Leifer Alia with the a!t:ual caufer: of SEC T. 

ita wretched poverty. Let it fuffi ce for the prefent to obferve, that .... --!' qj 

it exhibited for the extent of two thoufand miles along ite winding 
eoaft a ferie. of flourHhing fe-aports. moil: of them Greek colonies 
and republics; an unbroken line of civilization and commercial 
aClivitYt that can be compared fa -fitly with nothing: in the ancient 
or modern world, aa with the long lift of Britifh colonies, now 
Voited Statea, on the coaft of North America. 

Of ancient Egypt we ihould judge ~ry improperly by the de- Elm'" 

graded country DOW bearing that name. The Egyptians of old, 
whofe ingenuiry had fubdued the Nile, and controuled its defolating 
fuperahundance or too niggardly -I contributions of water, are 
defcribed as an orderly and courteous people, delighting in habitual 
induilry, enjoying great vigour of health, and according to the 
report of Herodotus, thoCe of them culuTatiDg hufbandry, or reu. 
dent in cities, the moft intelHgent of all foreignctll, with. ",hom that 
acute Greek hiftorian in the courfe of his long uncIa, had the good 
fortune to converfe St. Through the facred indolence of the Mof .. 
Jems in negletl:ing the various branches and canals of tbe Nile, 
Egypt is reduced to half its ancient cultivable foil ", and contains 
not even a half of ita ancient population". Through terror of t,he 
wandering Arab. and bandini that perpetually infeft ita frontier, it 
i. cut olf from the mountain. of tbe Red Sea, which fupplied it 
with a profufion of pn:cious marble.. With the ruin of its ufeful 
or etegant arts, it bat teng ceaCed to command an .nluable caravan 
commerce, which had rendered it fucceflively a powerful inde
pendent ki~om. and ~he richelt fatrapf. except Babylonia, in the 

u St~ ~'h ,'11 bd apin. p, 811. 
v..!9,. ~ .,.,.-. ~ ~"'I{, '1"1 1"1 uplOf ~I.c 
IU'oI I'll ...,...... ~ 

.. Herodot.l:i.". 'It {ct! , 
• s.. R.cDDCll'. GeogtaJlhf.oC Hcrod<1tuf., 

p . $n-S33' 

'Y0l.. 1. 

II JelipJrut datu itt popaJoarodA at eight 
milliom. De Bell. Judaic. I. ii. C. 4- III 
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Pcrfian empire, before Alexander and his fuccdfors made it the 

great maritime emporiu.m of nations. In this flou riChing fiate, it 
fell into the hand. of tbe Romans, and was governed by them fix 

complete centuries, producing an annu,,1 revenue little exceeding 

indeed three millions ller1ing OJ; but which, even in the fplendid 

age of AuguAus, far furpa{fcd the prefent value of t hat fum in ex

change either with the labour of num, or the urdu! productions of 
nature. 

Beyond the l\1editerranean, and the p::ninfula which that fea 
wathe:6 and confines, the broadt:r exp.w{c: of A fi a i~ commonly 

divided l!1lo the lerriw ries to t ), e c.ali ,1llJ well of the Tigris. But 

this molt celebrated portion of the ancient corulnent, as the im
memorial feat of endleis dyn.lfi.ics, may bt: more fitly difiingl1ilhed 
by the chain of mouut diu8 a litt le ealt of the Tjgris, fep..1rdl

ing nncien-tly the dominions of Afl) ria from thofe of Media, and 

confiituting the aQua1 boundary between the Turkifh and Perfian 
powers. In this mountainous chain. which ftrctches from the con
fines of the Euxine 10 the fuorea of tht: Pt:rCiaQ gulph, Zagros is the 

moll. important link., unce forming. a".it were, the weflern wall,of 
Media.Magna. Zagros rcparotes" thot ",id<;ft .of, the atrapico 
from the once richer and 'more r.eDllwned ngioos watered by tbe 
n .. igable coune, of {be JiQphra!ce and TIgria. By cftablilhiog 
mount Zagros far the gfo.ui\d 'Ml our divifion. we filall at 9Qce im
partially refpea th. grear , diftin<lio(lof of .!Dpir. ~ anciCll! and 
modern times, tht; comparative extent and "alue of territory, and 
thor. etrential difF~ren ... of,blood and .language. by which <Melly the 
nations of the eanh are, ci.stlKr unit¢ or difcrjminate4. .Yarif;JUS 
languages, at will be expla.i~ed hereafter, were 1,P0kcu ill the AGatic 
p'eninrula I but f!'om th. confine. of tbe .peninful~,thok of.Medii, 
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the Syri.an prevailed univerfally~' j and the Perfian held nearly 'O the SEC T 

fame extenfive fway to the Indus over Media; Pedis, the proper " ..... __ ~~ ... _-' 
l'erfia; Baa.ri~, or Batlrian'a, and all the inferior provinces of the 
Eaft. In point of habits and manners, Zagros formed a boundary 
not lefs palpable. To the- we(\: of it lived the Afi'yrians, a people 
comparatively peaceful and civilized j to the nfi, dwelt the rude 
Cafpiaot" Hyrcanians, Parthians, Ariani, BaClrlans t Sogdians, a.1I 

of them alike armed with bowl made of reeds, or bamboos, and 
Owrt lances: in their per fool; and cuft-oms there was a dear and 
(hiking refembiance, which uni\'erfally betrayed a ftrong admixture 

of Scythian blood, and Scythian barharifm.J" 
In the geography of tbe Greeks, Affyria often confounded with 

Syria, comprehended the four following countries'~ Mefopotamia 
and nabylonia, r .::: rpettively the nonhero and fonthera divHion8 of 
the ",aft peninfula between the Tigris and Euphrate8; Atur or 
Adiabene:il, lying to the eaft ot the Tigris; and Syria Proper, the 
ext en five province to the wcA:. of the Euphrates, and reaching from 
that mighty fiream to the coad of the Mediterranean '4. As the 
coincidence in language and inftitutioD6 united the whole of thofe 
regions under the comrllon appellation of Affyria, fo .. fimilar uni .. 
formity difFufed over the cOllfttries 00 the other fide of ZagroB even 
to -India, the ancient and gene.i name of Ariana u, a Dame cafily 
recognizable 10 the Eriene or Inn" of Qrieutal writer.. But, in 
confcqueaee of the a(cendency, acqui.~;', -loft, recovered, aDd ~ at 

" T", ~fJt,. .. f"XJl. l'W .l"'f'mi&,.. 'I'll( A\If'IIK 

"'~ ,., ''''''01 'I'1i E~I'-OI lUll, .,.." "'II\". Slrabo. 
I .•. p·41. • 

.. o~ ~ ,...~; Jd. J. xv. p. 7:l.4 • 

.. KerOOot. l. nt. c:. 61. Be feq. 
• Heridotn', ~1\. Sttaho, and 

Al'riaD.: pa.'ti1lB1ulf HtrOdotu •• i . 106. a.nd 
'78. . 

u..'PUn. 'N. •. t .... c ...... This country 
1'rU nUod At," by t~ DiU'n11 ""hid! 21:une 
&.h~ il.onlaQs COAfoUII.dc4 wita A.lyriol iA itl 

" gel\ualligni5c:atio~ Dion C.dIiU$, I. lx,·jii. 
in Traj£n: an errett' La names whic.h 01 ra. 
fi01lC4 great eoa(uf'PD ill. l:Ul!:oryal well at: 
gc:ograf,by • 

14 '11 .."" ""P'" Strll.bo, I. n. p. ~I. 
" Tle Lower Syria." tlt.a.t. j, nearer th fea. 
coall. 

d Straho. rv. 1"'. G'~ 
~ ZcndA.ofta p~ and D'Srrbelot, 

.&..ie. lrav.. 

C2 

AiTyl i". its 
umfionl. 

ATiana, OC' 
Perliot. it; 
di,itionl. 
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different period. of hinory long held by Perus, the proper Per(,a, 

adjacent to the Pedian gulph, the name of Ariana was in latt"r times 
fuppJanred, and among the hiflorians and geographers. of Europe, at 
length totally funk in that of Perfia, including not only the countries 

of Ariana above mentioned, but the extenfive territory louthward, 

wallied by the Erythrrean fu, and having the Perfian gulph and 

the Indus for " its weftern add eaflern boundaries. Within this {pa

dous quadrangle, four times the extent of France, the main body 
of modern Pedia extends irs ofe!efs bulk, the inland regions be:ng 
fcantily fupplied with water, and the coaft: of the Erythr<ean fca un
provided with fafe harbuunI". Its fouthern parts afe i,mJt.:lil.>ly 
nlal ked by the wide defr::rts of Carmania and Gcurofia, and its !hores 
were in all ages of antiquity deformed by miferablt: Ichthyophagi, 
far {pread though feeble trioes, whofe bread confined of dric:d fillies, 
their h'oufes of filh bones, and whofe fole difiinClions of honour 
depended on the quantity and kinds which they bad collcited of 

thofe wretched materials jl, Hut Carm:ania 'and Gedrofia, now Ker .. 

man and Makran, were: refpeClive1y bounded on the north by Ara. 
cllofia and Saranga, provinces refrefhed by projeCling branches of 

the Paropamifu8 ~'. F.ertiliry began with the mountains; and as this 
traCt of Perna formed the fhorteft communicalion between India and 

Affyria., its inhabitants, improved by commerce, are charaClerized U 

by their party coloured robes of deHcate texture, their weahh, 
ciyilitYt and beneficence, long before the ereaion there by Alexan_ 
der of fiati ons or ftaples con netted by dire{t roads with Babylon, _ 
which that conqueror purpofed to re~der the centre of univerfal 

commerce, u well a8 the taptt.l of his mighty empire. From thit 

u Cliarlul, Ta~ier, nardin, Le ~rutl. 
.. t\rr;"ni Indira, c. :19. 
• In the middle of the "7th century."" 

,",",itr vHhtd I. ruinotu; city uJlw&lJcd. {op
pofcd the capitRI of C:trm3J'lii\. and {1tIlale 

ill a «lmparativdy fulilc difttia.. "OJa,e 

eo Pcra. po IOf' at r.;q. It appc.rt from 
hi' di{l~CI .. haft itood DCJa the oo-rdcra 
(J( Sar:,mga • 

.. Utedwu'. xvii.'. ConE. Herodctus" 
."ii. 67. 

general 
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general (urvey, it will appear that lea.ving for the prefent India out of 3 'E C T. 

the account, the AGatic dominions of Alexander comprehended the I",., --!". 
comparatively narrow peninfub. compre{[eJ bt:twcen the Euxine and 

Mediterranean; the widely fpreading Affj'ria, inhabited by Affyrians 
or Syrians; and Ariana. or Perfia, the country of the I\ledes and 

Pedianl, and all the kindred nations of the Eall:. 

]n each member of this threefold divifion, we Chall find many Taurut em_ 

charatleriflic differences; moral as well as phyfical. But in fur- ~~:Y:,~\"f!nu 
veying the whole generally, Greek hHlorians difcovered a feature :Ullle m"ill 

~ grouQ,1 of 
in its geography, which pervaded its ~ntire length, and of which ~cn.l:.r.l phj. 

f k ' f d'n' '0' '1 h 1 ~ f «, d,It",,· they 0 len rna e Ule or llllOgUi ling, not on y t e arger maues 0 tion. 
this territory, but a1fo the minuter groups into which powcr or 
pelky had thrown it 4', With both thefe views, their defcriptions 

of that part ('If the eaftem continent, at aU open to their refearchcs, 

are commonly guided by the bold form of its mountains, which 
decide the (aurfe of thofe great rivers, to whofe natural inundations, 
modified by patient anificial management, the dry Affyrian plains 
wholly owed their fertility and beauty. There gigantic highlands, 
the great laboratory of Afia, direClly crofs the chain of Zagros H 

above noticed, incomparably exceeding it, however, in the length 
of their courfe. Commencing in the fouth-wellern corner of the 
peninlula, nearly oppofite to Rhodes, they hold under the: general 
n~me of Taurus, a direc.non parallel to the Mediterranean, and thus 
divide 'Leffer Afia into two unequal pani, by feparating the · fouthern 
and rugged diftriCts of Lycia, PaOlphylia.,La}1.4 . . Cliicia from the more 
ext.eftfivc and more level p~o;i-;ce.. of Lydia, Pf~ygia, and Cappa .. 
dada. At the facred promontory of Lycia. a branch of Taurus 
filll rifes to confpicuous eminence. overhanging the adjacent fea, 

• ' Con( Diodorns, I.nin. c. s. &feq. 
fltnbo. 1. xiv. po. 6-,3. and Arcian. l.xped. 
Aleland. 1. v. c.! . & fcq • 
~ Tho imBOnant~ afiignec1 iD the ttJ.t to 

Zagros is conformable to Stroho, I. li • 
p. ,SU . CouC. Pol) bju~. 1 v. C H . P t ..... 
leroy enlarges nioUlit ChQatlU'oli :.H the u' 
pence ofZ .. gros.. 

and 
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and thence boaning the-proud, name U of Olympus, a name ufurped 
by many other mount.rins, both in ancient Greece and in her Afiatic 
fettlements. Taking an oblique coutfe It!; it advances towards the 
cafiern confines of the peninfuJa, Taurus afi"urnea there & greater 
e1cva:tion, fomenmc6 furveying from its fummits at once the Medi
terranean and the Euxine, and therl gradually diffofes itfelf over the 
table land of Armenia, a.country in the fame latitude with~ Spain, 
yet experiencing, in confequence of its height, the utmoft feverity 
of winter ··0 From this huge trunk, as it were, of the mountain, a 
branch extends northwards, which, under the name of CdUcafus, 
tOwers bctwetn the Euxind :ulll Cafpian feas, 'and from its rrorthern 
rid~i overlooks the boundlet, deferts of Sarmatia and Scythia. In 
a direa-ion oppofite to thaI:' of CaucafusJ Zagros, 8.6 above obrerved, 
fcparated Affyria from Media-Magna, forming the wefiern frontier 
of'the latter. The principal entrance into Media, condutl:ed to that 
beautiful diCtriB:, wliich lies between Ecbatana, no~w Hamadan, and 
the 'lake Maraga 6J: a.l\d the main Hrue from the fame great province 

[0 1I\0r. · .afi.rn land.; pAtl""ed through tb. C.fpian· gat", a v;1t 
chafm eight miles JbDg, and commonly fony yard. broad, at the 
difianc. of .n hundred mile. due fouth from the Cafp.ian fca~. 

Medl., whi~h thua COfllliwud the link of communication between 
~yria and A,'Tiana-, '"ae" Ia.& aiKYve c1bferved, 'bedt' qn a moral and 
seor:til.pblcal point of vi .... , . 'g<eat abd i;nportant boundary. · 1~0 

[be wert.of the Mede. lived the Myrian., · a people· mort' polifhed 

than 



ALEXANDFR'S CONQUESTS. 

(han tbemfelves; the -contrary was the cafe, with the Parthians, 
Arians, and Pt:rfiani, their eafiero neighbours. 

Alter PLlJ1~ing forth the oppofite branches cf Caucarus anJ Z ' gros, 
the great mOllntaio. or rather tht, table land Ruddell with m(,uor .. ins, 
continues hs courfe t:aftward, affuming a little beyond the fite of 
Ecbatana, or Hamadan, fbI;: founding Dame of OrOnt~9. The portion 
of T ""UfUS dillinguHhed by this name, {eparatcd the two .Medias, 
[he northern meftly a rugged diflriCl, fit only for rude p<lfiurage, the 
fouthern, defeJ;vedly called Medid.-Magna, a ~()untry abounding. in 
beautiful val lies lufceptible of the higbefi cultivation, and fu cceffively 
the main flock of the Perfian and Par.f.hian empires, neither of which 

were of much aCC(l unt until tbe klo1ire:d DoitioD· 9f the Medea rein .. 

forced tlldr pOW,-T. Frem.the ncighbou·dlo~ of the Cafpian gates, 
Taurus pufhes foutbward the Paratacaene:1 hills, a branch parallel to 

Zagnls [epa rating Media trom Perfia j while the great pom.ry 
chain flill continues its eafiero dircaioD through the unfruitful tra~ 

of H yrcaoia and Parthia, cOl,Tefpondiog wjtp the reugher pattlof the 

modern Kborofan, and from Ihence to * £re~ kingdom of B\I.::h.nai 
a kingdom comprehending the Ba4ria 4

1 ,:and Sogdia of the ancieutl. 
Under their rude modern appelhltiQo. thefe valuable prpvince. l\avc 
long been deformed QY Tartars, but they were oocieotly,embelliihed 
by Greek. beyond ,moft reGi~. of tbe EaR i >&rid their /itu~tlon CD 

the Scythian frontier wil~give to them I'Ill\Ch milita.ry importance in 

the [ubfequent hiR"I1' . 
,At the extremity of Botltia, tTle f"'elIiD.~~ divide. ar.d ex~ 

panda into lWO broad belli, t-he -one called heau.,. ftrett:hing towards 
the Hyperborean n:gions, and the ~oaft of N<rt~, Zembla; the o<\ler" 

.; A, Zagros;J: tile wtft'trA, fr:I the l'Ilr'P interrupted by the .,.U~, of Irpailan, whIch 
~c:l.ene..hlll. art the etftern, wan of Media. ,city is fcareely fou~ miles dillant from the 
'l"hc two paf'alkl ~ ije a~ 300 mila foudulrn B'lollDl&iJ:H:. Bell's Trllwu, vol. i. 
GUO~; The •• __ 'lle'1D&untlm. Of p. 1,8. 
Mtdia ~ {ooUrwtrd _ to join *~.of ." r .. ~~ $U'abQ. tbeatc aften 
1_,tIIt ,......r_ .• ~;,~", calIt.D.tb-~ 

51' CT. 
\. 
~ 
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under the fucceffive names of Paropamifu8, tbe Indian Caucafus, &nd 
Emodus, and holding the original eafiern courCe., and compofing the 

vall high-land. tb.t long defended the wealth aud effeminacy of Hin
dollan ; w hLJe on the oppolite, or northern fide, they {ann an obtufe 
angJe with Imaus, and .thus indore the grc::at .defert of Shamo or 
Cobi", whofe frigbtful Ilerility mil (but. up and guard. the un
warlike populou[~ef8 of China. Alexander attempted not (0 {cale 
Imaue, the afcont to the proper region of tbofe Scythians, 19'10 

boafted of being the "ancientelt of men, becaufe their country was 
the moft elevated I., and whore defolating inundations have fo often 
deformed the face of tbe caA-ern world. Menacing hordel of the 
fame warlike Dation, he encountered on the banks of the laxartest 

the northern boundary of Spgdiana or Sogdia. After wounding them 
from his engines acro(s tbat broad river, he ' pa{fcd to the oppofite 
ihore on fldn~ and a!railed the infalent ~bariani in a manner fo 
new to them, and fo reuRlers, that they had recourft; to a hafty fub
miffion ", Hie friendlhip was then granted to the great Khan, who 
dif .. owed tbe hollile p<oceediDgo of a wortblef. part of hi. fubjetl.; 
and Alexander having thus fuflainc,d the matchlcfs fame of his arms. 
allowed himfclf with admirable policy to be rellr.ined by divine 
," .. arrung' from violating tbe inward majefty of the defert, into 
which there waa not any rational human motive that fhould induce 
him to penetrate ,. 

To the fagadty of that conqueror, the ridges of Paropamifu8 were 
not 1,18 alluring than Imous had . been repuUivo. The lOuthe~n 
mountains cOIlot&incd the in~~ to India, .a ,country diatigured. in ... 

'It Shamo. or Sh;unoo,iltheCbine(ename. 
Cignifying the .. Sea of SIIIQd," Cqbi i. the 
Tartar n~nle fOr thef.me4efert. 

~~ Jufiin, I. ii. c 4. The boat\. of [hore 
weftern Scythi;tDS iD JuIl!Q is cle ... rly deri"td 
from tbtir eaftern brethren the Calmou'ks 
and Zongnaes, who hold the r;mle pro.w.4 
language to the pre(ent day. La Cb~pc 
Voyage en Siberie, p. 3°:1. T¥ ~ to 

-Chihd"e 'Tzrt.u,. i5' fcmlld by barometrical 
QhCer9'a!ion, to be 16,000 feet abo .. _ the Yd .. 
Jqw Sea. C9nr. Pallas Aa. Petropol. An. 
1177· StaulUOtI'j VO}'lI,gc to Cbi~, vClI . ii. 
p a06 , and Kirwan' s GeoJogiUl !,lfaYJ, ' 
p. :6. "{eq. ' ' 
~m~. 1. j, •. c' .sl. ~'~ ftq. Can£. 

PliJlircb Ul Alu:l.nd. Rt ~I. 
U Arrian, Ibid'. ' , 

de'lrl. 
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deed, by Greek fables, but known to produce commodities peculiar 
to itfdf, and of univerfal demand amon!; all the civilized nations of 
antiquity. In pe.netrating through the Parop:lI1)ifus thither, Alex
ander purfued the fame route that had been opened, or frequented, 
bv ancient caravans, and which has been followed, as is well known, 

.by all future conquerors. From the precifion with whi ch the ave
nues to India arc defined by rivers and defiles, armie!> in different 

ages have confiantly invaded that country by the fame 1I1'1.\'aricd 

tract tJ; all of them have traverfed the Paropamifus fo as to defcend 

into the valley of Candahar, and all have crorred the Indus at Taxila, 
now Attock, bccaufc [he only pklce on that river where the flack

cned rapidity of its flream conveniently admits a bridge. But, in 
his tranraCl.iolU' in the neir;hbourhood of the Indu!;, and his return 

to that of the Euphrates, Alexander difplayed view8 in his expedi
tion altogt::ther different from the mercilefs depre,lations of a ~adir 
Sh:lh, a Tamerlane, and a l\1ahmut. The mountainous inlets to 
]ndia were formed in to a Macedonian province, tinder the name of 
the Satrapy of Parnpamifus, and bridled by well garrifoned cities, 

particularly two AJexandrils, upon, or ncar It, the fites of the modern 
C.lbll1 and Candahart places fUll recognized as the two principal 
gales of Hindoftan; the former wwards Tartary, the latter towards 
Perfia. The high lands fnrrounding Cabut and Candahar, containing 
the fourees of the Oxus and Indus, muft always be important in a 
commerc.ioll point of view, firn:e ,they unite the navig:lble courfe of 
thore great riverf;; but they were of far gre.1ter relative importance 
in thore ages, when the commerce of the Eaft was carried on chid~y 
or foldy by inland communications. In the Panjab agaiu, or country 

watered by the five eafiero branches of the Indus, the pacific Taxiles, 

and the waf-lik.e. rorus, were alike reinflated in th~ir domin!ons, 

uConf.ArriaD,I.!v c.u, and D'Anvillc 
EdaiTcHr. Cur la Gcogtaph. de la Haute 
Afie, p . 19' 

VOL. 1. D 

J< Rennell's Memoir of a map of Hind.or. 
tan, p. 153-167 3d edition. 

an" 

'7 
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and admitted to the rank of friends no But a furer friend, Python, the 
fon of Agenor .I', was left with a body of Greeks in the Panjab, as 

fuperintendant of Macedonian affairs in that vaJuable H territory. 
Thefe arrangements fo effential to tbe inland commerce carried on 
with India, were accompanied by naval undertakings of a boWer 

nature, but not lefs decided utility. On the banks chiefly of the 
Indus and'Hydafpes a fleet was conftruCled, or <;olJeCled, thar from 
the trireme to the tender, amounted to two thou rand fail .1. While 
the land forces.in divifions pervaded the country on either fide, this 
great armament purfued its triumphant couTfe for the (pace of fi;'C 
lwndrcd Ulilc5 down the ll:¢uii tu the ocean. Having accomplialcd 

this voyage. the leafi. ferviccable veo-cis were laid up in the Indian 
Delta, a difi.riCl: formed by alluvions of the Indus, into the [,line 
triangular fhape with the well known Delta of the Nile. The 
floy,ter lhips or gallies Alexander then manned with above tcn 
tb"ouCand Greeks or Pbcellicians, anu cntruned them to Nealchu8, 
the zealous friend of his youth and adverfity during the fufpicious 
reign of Philip, that he might explore the navigation I.Htwecn 
the mouth of the Indus, aDd the iarnoil recefs of the;: l \ .rlian 
gulph: an enterprize which that commander fuccef!.fully performed 
in the courre of fomewhat leCs tbaD five months, and which he .lfter .. 
wards dearly 'and impreffively defcribed '~. Meanwhile the Greek 
cities of Bucepbalia and Nicoca, an.d others whofe very names have 
perilhed to, were built in the five tributary ftreams which water the 
Paojab; and Pattala, now 'I;atta, was built on the Indus itfelf, near 

" Arri':tn, 1. v c. llO. 

t' Thus ruuncd by Diodot'llc, ~iii. 39- t() 

dinmguifh him (rofU Python, the fon of 
Cra!eolS. an officer, a~ we th.ul fee, of higher 
,.an):; in Alel.mdo~ .. ·S fenice. 

J) Plut",fclt, p. 699. fays that Alexander 
{lIbdued 5.9(10 dde$, in Iodl", as large as 
Cos; ::md Strabo, J. xiv. p. 6,7. fays that 
Cos, though a beau,iful aDd deg~nt, i. but 
a (mall city. If It contained Ilbout five or 

iiJi thonl'and inhabitants: for ~rrj.1Jl informs 
\IS d;utt the Ctluntry of the Gtall~ in lndi ... 
cont4ined 37 cities. whl(.h had from 5"'t;><> to 
1"0,000 inhabitanu." Arri.lO. I T. e, ::!('. 

ill ArMan. 1. v. c, a. Tbe number., how~ 
ever, IU'C: di1F¢rcot in Jli~ Indi.m biftory. 
c. '9, ~ 

U Apnd Arriao, Hill. ludic. c. 10. &; 

feq. 
~~ .flutll.rch.ArriaD, Oi.odo11ls. and Pliny. 

th. 



ALEXANDJ;;R'S CONQUESTS, 

the top of the Delta "', deftined in Alexander's fond fant·y to oeeom-e 
the Memphis of the Indian world. 

In cIJmpliance with the example of ancient hino~ians, I have thus 
traced mount Taurus to the extremitity of the Macedonian conqueRs. 
But truth obliges me obferve, th:l.t the delineation of this fiony gir

dle of Alia would far better difcriminatc the divifiol1s of that conti~ 
Dent, if its nature more ~xaC11y correfponded to the notions which 

Greek writers entert.J.ined of it. They confidered thill mountainous 

ran?!:, part icularly in itR prolongation eaflward, as feparating'" the 
dal k ] cViODS of cold and penury t from the dclici ou~ and bright 

p!.tir,b of Southern Afia, from countries whore names revive tbe ideas 
of \\ ealth and pleafure; peculiarly adapted to the arts of peace, and 
tht' mult iplication of men and animals; the firft that were adorned 

by grcat cities, and which as the 'Warm genial foil, when Coftened by 
irrj ~ation, is in no feafon of the year condemned to ·barren lleep, 
produced abundantly, through many fueeeliions of ages and empires, 

'whatever c.m foothe the fenfes or delight the fancy. But this bold 
dillinCtion is wanting in correCtnefs. Within the precinCts of Ldfer 
A[ja, the Greeks well knew that the fouthern dillriCl:s .of LyeLl, 
l'amphilia. and CHicia, are rougher and lefs fertile than the great 
cemral plains of Phrygia and Cappadocia, or the Rill more northerly 
traa of Pootus, watered by the lris and Thermodon u, Beyond the 
limits of that peninfula, Taurus, in its pragrefs eaRward, iuftcad of 
forming a ni-HaW line of partition, {wells generally in breadth 
between the thirty .. fifth and fortieth degrees of north latitude, and 

the provinces to which ancient hiftorians affign it for the fouthern 

boundary, namely, Armenia, Media .. Alrapatena, Parthiat Sogdia. 

t. 6trabo, I ... "t' p. 701. 
... DiodorllO. xviii. sConE. Stf'llbo. l.xi". 

p. 673 ~r.,j A.rdoln, t. v. c:. 5. Ali thde 
Gr~-=" ,,,riters coujiducd Taurus A1f(1 AI RD 

UJlb!'t)ktn riJ~, divilllni' the: tWO great cc:n~ 
ttitl rel.,.,jona of Afl"" Iran and Turan'. as 
they ate called by the oriental.. But in de~ 

{cribing the roads from India to T ur:m. the 
more nortbCln region, the Ayi,:J. Acbanc 
mentions one by the way ot Cand ... h.\r en. 
ttrdy tre, from hilk. R.c:JlJlcll', M~oir. 
p. 'U, 

6, StTabo, 1. ,ii. p. 54" 

., 
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and Baftri:l, arc all of them partly, and fome of them chiefly com
p()lcd r. f the broad mountainous chain itfelf. Yet we {hall fee in the 

p ror,rcfs of thi s hillary, that thefe northern lands teemed with fruit

ful :lnci hcautiful vallie~, immemorially praifed by the orientals as 

earthly [nradifcs ; whereas not to mention the (outhern regions of 

CaTtT'ania anel G cdro(ia, which can only be c1affc:d 'With the Syrian 
all'l Arabian de(\!rts, Perfis, the proper Pcrfia , fi ve dc~ rees fomh of 
Taurus, is n,\tnrally one of the roughell. and pooreR div ifions in the 

empire b(" :'r i n~ its name, and ouly exceeded by the neighbourin!; 

h,IlItHS of the predatory Uxii and Cn(fzan~, in rhe forbidding afpect 
of the cnunlry and native fierccnefs of irs in lla1)itam-s. The forticth 

degrce lJ f J;tti rnde, howl:vcr) which fl)fflleJ the great northcrn boun

dary of Alcx:l!'HJcr'S Afia ti c empire, may he regarded as a clear a~d 
~cci fi\'e limit'" between panoral and agricultu ral nat ion .• , Icparatiilg 

the l)caccful Anncllians from the irreclaimable tenants of Caucafus; 

l\.1cdia-Magn1 from Media Atrapatenaj 8 0gdia Olnd llaCtria. trom 

Scythia j and beyond dlC geography known to the Grech, thc iude

fati&able hufb:llldmen of China, from the Nomades in Chtncfc 
Tartary. 

Before I proceed to explain the diO.riblltion of the G reeks and 
Maccdonians among the various provinces which I have enumerated, 

it will be proper to advert to the natural and ufual communications 

between them in the whole of their extent from the JEgean fca [0 

the Indus. Under the Perlians, whofe thoughts turned, foldy on , 

aggran~ifemeDt or fecurity, part of this vaft route was marked by a 

great military road which extended above thirteen hundred mile&' 

from the Choafpes or Eulzus ", to the Greek coaft of Ionia. The 

banks of the Euheus were adorned by Sufa, a rich and Bourifhing 

city, of whofe immemorial profperity, the {ources will afterward. be 

" COMpareStMlobo. D iodorus. andArrian 
;a'oove cited, with Chardin. T .vernier, and 
FoDer', jOW'1le1 from Bengal co Epgland in 

'lga. 
.3 

fI The Choa(pu aDd Eul&tn uuite t'bcir 
fircam, a little above SuA, thcaec the tOD. 
fuUoIl. of U nles. 

explained • 
!\c..(. ND 1:4' 35G:5"O 4\- 2.1 - t)l·\\l 
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explained. It fio('ld two hundred" miles eaft of Bdbylon on the 

fame ex.tended plain, and (hrollgh htltred to the Babylooilnij ~lad 

been preferred by the kings of Pecfi.!., for the ufna1 refidence of their 

court, and the cbief fcat ofthcir empire". In confcquence of this 
circlimfiaacc, tbe military or royal road, for the purpofc of the 
hifiorian who defcribes it, is carried no farther than Sufa. This 

road paIT"ed -. from the Glecian f~a through the cemral provinces of 

Lydia, Phrygia, and CalJpadocia;' penelrated through the Ctlician 
panes at Hfus, croffe.d the Euphrates at Zeugma, and thence traverred 

1\lefopotamia to Ninc\'cn or Moful, the ordinary pafT.lge of the 
Tihcis. It then took its direaion louthw3nl through Adiabcne or 
Atucia, and croff cd the four rivers, which, after wi\lering that pro

vin..::e, fall into the Tigris : namely, the greater and leiTer Zab, which 
th~recks called the \Volfe and the BoaT; the Viala, or Phy{cus. 
which flows through the intermediate ,!J(f:ritt, and the more {outhern 

• 
M endc1i or Gyoues, which Cyrus, to ave.nge the drowning of a 
facred horfe, is faid to ha\'c deprived of its dignity as a great river , 
by dividing it into ,360 a rtificial channels .e. From Aturia it con

ducted to Sittacenc the cafiern appendage of Babylonia, and from 
thence proceeded through a rich pb.in to Sufa.. Tbe whole route 

... Polycle~ apud St"nbon, I n. P- 1:1 S. 
" According to ~nopholl , CP'Uf (pent 

(e\'co mooth~ olt B" hylfl o ; twO (ummer 
month. at Ed' at:l.na m Media-M"Kuol ' .tnd 
rhc three months of rl'rlll, olt SufoLo Xeno 
phon CyropocJ. I. viii. P.233 . But fHlm 
.he lime of l)anu5 HylUf..,i. Su(" lM:c.J.n,e 
the ,-hief rdidcncc of the Pc-m,m king •. 
Mr. Latcher in his tranOution 01 Herodot us, 
vol. ,.ii. p . 347. Table Gc~ravh, fay, 
.. thaz the Pcrf~o kio&~ :arter Cyr" ., l.,ellt 
the .noter ~t Sw;... the (umlDlr at Ecuat n<l, 
the !}ninl at Baby .. and the alltuuua at 
Penc poh,. But be d~ DOt cite hi. ag,. 
thor:uet .. and I bd,"e .. llLnc: ... ilI be h:,ll:ld 
for the rdideocc of thore kiJ:I,. during tlfe 
autumn at PerCepoJil. 

" HcJOdot,. 1. Y. c. S s. at feq~ 

" derodotul. ibid. Yet Crru~. "'htl 'ft"U 

in.comp.u Ibly the btll and wi( .t of .. 11 t he 
l'erlioln Ifl ll i~' might h.'·e better rufO n. (or 
lhi~ ltr.w~e undel""km~. Fioding the G"Il,j~. 
uncli ~~ted l ... I ..... oln, and being unpruvided 
with clll b .. tkationl, he might b,,~e recourre 
to tIle 1001,gur of hi. Kreole '&,rIll! lQ make the 
r,vcr lor 11I bk; .• ,td the Wolll't to gol ill hil 
end. might Dlark out a un Ilumber of chan
ndl . RenneII'. G-<I&r .. ~b,. 0 ' HUOdotUI,. 
r lO.I . c.r"r perfollneJ a umilolr rmcra
lion on t be l iver :-.iWN in Spain_ Cctolr de 
llcU. ~i , il_ i . 6 1. Thi. aCtion ill Cyna .. 
the, efore, h DcJf to be put on a footing .. ilh. 
,tNr rtf knea, thc third in fua:eUton from, 
him. wben he threw fetter' into tho Hclkf
porn.. I:lcrodot. vii.. 

S I: C T. 
I. 

• 
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confumctl ninety-three days, at the rate of fourteen Engli fh miles 
for e,\c1} day's march, thus exceeding above thirteen hundred of fuch.. 

miles in ICIlg'dl. There is nClrly the fame diftuu:e between the 

ChoJ.(pes which wafilcd the wall~ of Sufa, and the remote para ll el 

{tream uf the Indus. The military progn:fs through and c.:nt Alia, 
ouy be fuppofed, therefore, to have con[umed about th"c fp<lcC of fix 
months ; but the flO\}·eft:. caravans far exceed the rapidity of armies, , 
commonly traveHing each day feventeen or eighteen miles. 

On this occafion [ mention carav,ans, becaufe the roads travcrfed £01 

military purPOrtS by the PerliJ.ns were according to the carlidl: not ices 
in hiftnry frequented by th.e AIT'yrians., Arabians, and Indd..1lcythians '. 
in travelling affociations for commerce. To th is ClJutary intcrl OUlfe 
through many parts of the Eafiern continent, deferts pre[cntc(.) dif_ 

ficulties. and mountains impoffibilitics. " The halting places , thcr~

fore, and great naples by means of which only an extcnfivc inland 

traffic can be carried ' on, were determined chiefly by the direct ion of 

Taurus and its various branches above fpecified . In pailing through 
LeBer Afia, Taurul overhangs the level and eafi ly pervious provinces 
of that peninfula, which were traverred as we have feC'n by rhe royal 

road of the Pernana, and which will be ihewll in the progrefs of this 

hillary, to have been immemorially the feats of ~Q~. commercial 
cm~s. As it advances e.award, the fame mountain, f.urvcycd from 
its. fouthern fides, the once rich Myrian plain, an uninten upted level 
inferior t~ the peninfula. in dimenfioDs, but contiguous to the bound_ 

leri deCem of Syria and Arabia. As the Syrians and AraLiam, 
through all age. of antiquity, fpol<e di.lea. of the fame .l.oguage, 
they may be reg.rd~d •• b,auches of one gr~t nation. According 
to concurring te{iimonies, the Phcenicianl w~e a colony l' frOtIl ,the 

,.. fob. .t. J9' S~lIo. ~i. p , ,. BI. edition o{ Orpheul, p. 4-2,.. . Sec aJ(o 1,,'Ipfe 
Etij/:tthiUli ~d Dionyf' . .Perlegot'. v, loBI. ' i,n L"reber". Herodotu," I. i. e. i. til which 

,. HcrodotlU. 1. i. c. i. Conf. Gcne.u., he ezpoft.OIl ,his1ijbj!:la. the (lllpend'oB. ig .. 
c , ~ ,.. 's , and. c. xii, v. 6. in the traofia,· 'll.ot'eee,o£Voltl.ln:; an .u .... dd'Qitm,inr 
tion of Michlteiil, alld Gerner de N ... iKat,ioni- eve.,. pout of that to() pt)pal# ~thor'. re. 
bu.. extra Column.u Hertuli., anneJ.cd to hia mar.bcoJl(a'niGg mw"" c{ ~ biQary. 

SabzI\Il 
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Sab::can coaA: i.n Arabia, who early fettl ed ~:m the coaA: of Syria, and 

whofe purfuits there will ht f,?und perfdlly analogous ~,o thore oftbc 

peaceful S.breans, from wh~m ~hey defcenc.led. -But neither the 
Sab;Eans, Pha:nidans, nor Syrians, much lefS the induftrious cuI. 

tivators of th~ rich Babylc,>n,ian plain, had any affinity in manners 
Or in fortune with the far (pread Arabian Nomades. Amidft innu. 
merable revolutions of all around them, there Nomades have re

mained unalterably the fame. At the dawn of hiftory, they appear 
with their prefent charat'l:eriftic features u j a8 men with open -hearts, 

and boiling paffions, quick in apprehenflOn, voluble in fpeech, with 
ardonT to undertake great enterprifes, and with a pre fence of mind 
and per[cvcrllnce fitted to carry them into execution j on the whole 
admirably adapted to thofe ·bold commercial expeditions, which, if 
they ddcrred by the dangers of dillant warfare, alf? tranfportcd by 
its hopes, and .allured by its advantages. Their importance to the 
Affyrians, in e£reaing the boafted conquefts ~fNinus and Semiramis, 
will afterwards be explained: in commerce ~Ifo they. were early an4 

intimately conneCled with Nine·veh and Babylon fucceffive capit~ls 
of AlTyria j and the trade in which they were the carriers to the 
latter of thofe cities affords notices for exteDdiQg the ·royalroad.juft. 
mentioned eaftward to the Indus. 

In order to obtain the vail quantities. of Indian commodities con_ 

fumed 11 in Babylon, the fhortefi. route woul~ have conducted acrofs 
the mountains of the Uxii, and ~lf<can8, and other: ·fierce clans, all 

brethren and robbers infefiing the rugged frontiers between l>erfia 
and Media. It then led, as we have above feen, through Saranga 

and Arachofia ·on the frontiers of tbe Carmanian and Geprofian 

defert~" . To a·void fucn dangers, the A(fyrian or Arabian carava~s 
proceeded northwards thro~gh ~efopotamia,croffc:d the Tigris into 

t !.,&:m(rtelll" ~Fa·t, : ~ :M~tlm"nt. Vt- ,"JI Ctdfd· look. 
toft. cnnr. Afiatic .Kefeanh.u, and: D'Hol'" 1. i. c. J 83' 
bclot Bib1icrtJa.equc.Oricnbi.lc Artic~ ~I,cs • . 

( • .2.1. ani Her.odouu, 
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conquctls.'O Of aU thofe cities, Alexandria in Egypt, built in the 

vidility of the antient Canoplls, has moft il1uftrioufir tranfmhted to 

modem times the ,name of the conqueror. For eflablifbing this great 
emporium defHned to continue for eighteen centuries, the principal 
bond of conneaion between the Eaft and \Vefi, tbe only fituation 
\\'3S felelted that obviated the iriconven;ences of a low ecaft, invifible 

at a difiance, and dangerous to a proverb when approached.1t The 
barbours on the fea, . and on the lal:e'Mareotis; the fpadous and well 

'Ventilated" ftreets of Alexandria; and the magnificent lighthoufe in 
the iOe of Pharos, were all of them indeed completed by the firft 

PtolrmYt the brothl"r of Alexauuer; but that conqneror himfelf not 

only planned thefe noble undertakings, but had begun to carry them 
into execution j and mixing agreeably to his charalter, the endearments 

of private fri,endihip with generous fchemes of public utility, he com ... 
manded the Pharos to be adorned with a Heroum in honour of 

Heph~frion j that contracts b~tween merchants and mariners might 
for ever commemorate the mild and manly virtues of his early, beR: 

beloved, and deeply regretted friend. CJeomenes, his intendant ge. 
nel':\1 in Egypt, with whom, as we {han fee hereafter, there was 
much reafon to be offended, he exhorted by letters to forward the 

monumtnt to Hepbzftion, declaring witb his chara£terU\ic fpright .. 
linefs, that aCtivity in this particular., would cancel many paf't tranf .. 
greftion., and procure iDdul~DCe for new onee. II Befidcs tbis 

Cleomenes, a Greek, and a Ikilful financier, Alexander left in Egypt 
Pent.loon and Pol.mon, tTUfty Macedonians, 'refpeaively Command
iog in Memphie ... d Pelufium. 

At the ...,fteTn extremity of the empire, Antipater, the able mini
fter of Philip, governed IIn"r hie fon .. iientenant or viC<1'01 in 

Macedon; 'and to fnch pCa/;eful fubjea. had the Greeks, MAccdo-. 

.. Plutarch de ,Fort'OB. 4Jnand. p. 5-21, 
Conf. Diodor. xvii. 83' . 

• Stn.boa. 1. ;noii. 

... Strabo, ibid. p. 19'~ 
b Anian, 1. "fii. c. 23' 
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oilns, and niH more turbulent Thracians been reduceu, that the mi- SEC T. 
litary dtablifhments of Antipater, required only fixteen thoufand ~' .. J 

foot, and five thoufand horre; that is the full complement of tbe 
phalanx, attended with its,effi:ntial '40 auxiliaries. On the three coafts 
of Lcff'er Afia, -the generofity of Alexander had fubdued the affections 
of the Greeks. In the interior of that Peninfula, hi!l: principal mili. 
tary force rendezvoufed under Antigonus, in the central province of 
Phrygia. The wide extent ~ Ariana, or Perfia, was committed 
chiefly to Peucenes and Atfopates, who ruled refpectively in Perfis, 
the proper Perfia, and in Media. The king in perron, with many 
of tbe. officers high eft in his fervice, and an army fifty thoufand 
firong, '1 fpent the bA: (ceoes of his life in Babylonia, which he had 
chofeo '~ for the feat of an empire, of which it formed locally the 

centre, fince at an intermediate, and nearly equal dlilance from its 

four great boundaries; tbe Indus, the Danube, the burning fands of 

Libya, and the bleak Scythian defert. After making this general CoonmuDic •. 

"1 f h' h 11 d''''b h '1 h tion between mUH.er, t lC parts 0 W 1C natura y ll1.n ute t cmle ves over t e Afia :mdEo. 

above explained geography of the country, I thaU delay till the rope:. 

coulfe of my narrative requiresh, to enumerate officer6 commanding 

inferior provinces, or thofe entrufted with the various callies or trea'" 
furies wrened from Darius and his Satrapl, Thefe employments, 

important as they were, feU 17 generally to the {hare of fubalterns, in 
two diftinguHhcd bodice of horfe and foot, known by the technical 
name of Companion.r; a term of which, in tbe progrefs of this hiftory, 

it will be material a<:cauratcly to afcertain the import. At prefem, it 
is more necelfary to remark, that by wife regulations, and an accu-
rate furvey of road. and diflance •••• ery 'pollible facility was afforded 

to -.n uninterrupted communication among all the diflcreDt garrifonl 

II DiodOTOS rays, lI.ooofoot and IJ .SOO 
bone. H, has a:agmented the latter at tile ell;" 
pence ()f the: former."8s will alppeRl', when we 
come to confuter more particularly the com· 
polition of Macedoniall annles. 

Is Diodnru!, Arrian, Curtius. 
.. Slr,loo, I. JV. P.7'1. 
f' Arri.m. Diodorus. Cnrtiu$ anu Plo. 

tareh. 
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in Alia j" and betv.oeen Alia and Europe, the fame recure intercourfe 
wa~ mailltained by a fleet of three hundred gaUies, commanding the 

narrow [cas, and perpetually exchanp;ing" the money and merchandife 

of-the one continent for the men and va.lour of the other. 
AlcIanJcr'\ In all.gencral difcuffioos concer..ning Aua t the frrength and diftri ... 
n~w m .xim~ 
for the g"O_ burien (If armies are matters of primary importance; becaure in that 
~c.~~:ncllt of quarter of the world, the forms of public adminiftration hue ever' 

been chiefly military; and inftead of the perfuafive voice of law, the 

coetcive arm of power, is, on every occafion, vigoroufly exerted for 
the mai.ntenance of police, the collection of revenue, and the enforce

ment of what is there called juftice. With all his \lnwearie~ exer
tions nod incomparable a.bilitie~, Alexander could not have altered 
the natural genius of the people, or tathc:r thore acquired lubits of 
thinking, which time And cufiom had indelihly impreff.:d. The 
great mafs of his eaficrn {uhjects, he fpeedily perceived was incapable 
of adopting, nay of underftandiog8 the liberal inlHtutions of his here
ditary kingdom; a gO\'crnment not of arbitrary will, but of equitable 

law ;~ in wmch all judici~1 trials were public, and co~du(ted accord

ing to preci(e indifpenrabJe forms ;9 1 in which taxes were not to 
be jmpofed but by general confent; and a,ccording to whiel, a Joyal 
and martial people prefumed, .for the pt1blic good, to regulate the 
cccupatjons, and fomctimcs tp <;.ontroul even the amu[emems of their 

{o.,ereigns.'· Such inftitutiona .. Alexander well knew, were not 
calculated for the meridian of Alia. He employed, howev:er, un
remitted diligence to engraft on the ·iA'ec1aimahle and barren ftock of 

derpotirm, fome of the coLifer fruits of liJ>e!tY. U nd'r the Perfian 
dyna(ly which immedia):e1y Plo;.<~ liim, ·.nd under the Medes "ho 
preceded the Pediln.; ' individuals of thofe nation., .wbo then.Iel.a 

• PJin. Nat. Hit\. 1. "i. r::. d. Conf. Arlf
tot.. de C\lra Rti Familiaris, I. Ii. P.$'O. Qaul 
St.r.tbo ii. P. 6,? . 

4 ])iodor. L milo c. IS, An1a.n _C~. 
tiu., pafim. . 

,> x.,.. JOt"" !;-..\IM. Ariflci. iWiticf. 
, " N.ilill po~a:u regum vilel>at, aili ~riu. 
'l:a1uilfetlluaorit.u. Curti,", (.~. t . 8. 
. "Curtiw • .1. viii! e,,6. ' CoD£. 'Tit. Li •• 
uti and 1li.v.' . 

trembitd 
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trembled at tlJe frown of a mafier, goyerned dt:fpotic:al1y other na
tiO~8t whom they fcorned a!; their natural inferiors. In this manner 

t.he extended poiTeffioos of Afiatic monarchies formed a wiJe poli

tical circle, of which the dpminan-t nation was the cemer, and of 

which the parts Dt~artn to this ccnter rofe in refpeCl.l.bility above 

the provinces m01"e remote from it/' Natives of Perils, the proper 

Perlia, thus governed the territories in their immedi",tc neighbour

hood j and natives "Of thefe territories were employed as Satraps over 
countries mOle diilant froln the Pcdians, but on one fide contiguous 

to them/elves. Vcfted with this commiffion, they help both the 
{word and the purte, accountable only for their adminifiration to 
Satraps nearer to Pc:rfia, while the laft and ne~reft of there, always 

themfdves Perfians, were amenable to none hunhe great king or his 

miDifiers. The [arne national pre emi nence had been claimed of old 

by t~e A!fyrians, and has been exercifed with cruel arrogance over 
Alia, by all the conquering clynafl:ics of Scythian or Saracene de· 

{cent down to the prefent day"· But Alexander, the only Euro-

"Herodor. J. i. c. 1113 and 191i, and I. iii, 
C. 192. Conf. Xenoph. Cyrop:r:d. I. vii. 
p . (9.~· 

')< ~() cJtenfive in poillt both of time :lIld 
phlce arc Afidtit""malLillls, tbat the Tartar~ 
a8: t()w;u'l.is the Chinefe wilb the fdme fyne 
matic na!ion.uitf ... The fdence of govern· 
ment ." Lord Macartney abferves, .. in the 
canern world is under!lood by thofe· ... ho gO"
vern. ,cry differently from what it is in the: 
wefie~. When the fucceffion of a contdled 
kingdom in Europe is once :l!ceruined, 
whether by .. iolencc or eompromife •• the 11.\· 

tion l'CtUf'llI to iu prijijpe ngu4rit'J and 
comporu~; it matter. little whttlu:t a 
:Bourbon Of' an Aufimn 6115 the throne of 
Nll.PKs or of Spain; beclllI(C the fovereign. 
whee,er he it". then b¢comel 1\ Spaniard gr 

:a Neapolir.11t> T#ae policy of A.lia ~ totnlly 
(JP'pofd~ . Th~ ihe"priaec reaards the pltee 
of hi, nativitY;ll "D aeQdelltofmtre in4.W-

• !trc.net. It i. ~ ~ality. b~)lit OWA Qlll 

or f. lmily : it is nnt the COuntry where ile 
drew hi, brcll.!h. but the blood f.·o1l'1 which 
he f., r.mg, it il not. the drdpe, y of the 
tilc.ltre, but the fl'ir1t of the dr.1m.! th..lt 
eng.LRcs 1m artentio.. and occupies his 
thoughts. A rerics of two hundred yedrs, 
under a fueeeffion of eight or ten monllrchs, 
d~ nut change the Mogul into.l. Hindo". 
nor 1L.I.' a CentUl y and.a h.1Jf '?lade Tcllico 
Lung. II. Chin"{e." The "i:'.lrlllr confJueror 
neyer lofn fight for a mo'neot of lhe fupl> 
riorityof his CdQ : - " hili impartiality is a 
mere pretence :-he conduda' bimfe1f at b6t_ 
tOUl with a fyllcm.llic. oOlliooalitr.'· MOl .. 
cartney. quoted by Mr. Barrow iii hi, China. 
p. 4',' Compo Staunton'. Cbinefe Embaffy, 
vol. ii. c. 4' To thefe l'em,lrk, I !hall add. 
that in reference to ml.tiun~. w..o,f'/5 ill Hero
dotu. and otber correa Greek writcn, r.gnr 
fie. c, the fr~dom of one nation from 
valfalagc under another." Herodot . i. OS

." iii. 11. ~nd paalm, Thc word, dCDOtiui 

pean . 
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pe:m ,1 who ever bore fway· in the great 

the eafiern continent, determined to dellroy 

central regions of 

this moll invidious 

of tyrannies, the tyranny of nations ()vcr nations, and perf evcr
cd immovably in bis pUipofe, notwithfianding the perpetual and tur
bulent remollfirances of his Greeks and Maccdonians. The proude1l 

of his lieutenants were compelled to refpea the cuftoms, the fuper
fiitions, the local prejudices of the vanqu.ifhed.'s The ordinary 
affairs, whether civil or facTed of the Barbarians, were left to the 

management of perfons appointed from thcir own number, and the heft 

qualified, therefore, to dirca in matters of domeftic concern. The 

feverity of g OVt:ll.I111Cnt was mitigated by minute partitions of power 
and quick rOlations of magifiracy: and we can dircern with wonJer 

and regret that offic-cs, whofe union is dcfcribcd at other periodli of 

ti me as the univer ral U bane of Afia, were clearly diltillgu ilhetl and 
unalterably feparated. In E.gypt and Syria, in Lab),lonia and Media, 

the fu nctions of Ihe financial adminillrator were exercifed apart Jeom 

thofe of the general and the judge; Ihe people might occafionally be 

injured by perfoos holding dHtintlly thofe various powers, but could 

not be permanently oppreffed by their united ana d lcadful IpringEl, 
wound up in one unfeeling hand, and exerted at will by one ffit:rci

lefs arm. Amidfi: ttle fevereft toils of war, Alexander never loR:. 

fight of the great and liberal maxims which had carefully been in-

,.h,olt (lit call .. liberty" are '~JU& and 
• lI"oryoP'''; wordl hJ ppi ly cJlo(CIl. {jlle~ the for_ 
mer c:.Iprefi~~ " tqultlity of I~w regllhl.ling 
• aion~." alld the lalter " rquality in the me 
offpeech or writing," implying a pelic-a in
dependence of thought. 

M Tile ArAb •• in a!inuon to this cireum
fiance, tall Alu:ander Dhull.:Cllmaim, .. the 
two horned," quod afJ'eCUtu5 eft Orientem 
et Oecidentern. Abulph.II 01gius Compend. 
DynalL P 96. 

¢ ArrilUl,l. ii i. c J 6. Stnbo. 1. xvi. p. 7 38, 
and JoCeph. Cont. Apiou. Plutarch de 
Fortan. A1u.and. complimellts tbe pupil on 

this fubjefl mort unjllll:ly at toe expcllceofhi • 
preceptor. it c,I1 ILmny amiclpaled dud refuted 
by Stt:l.bo. J. i. P.67 • 

f7 From Ihi~ union of powcrs, the AIi'lrics 
arc (~id to he dt:prived of all (ecurit) with re. 
lard to propaty; ;,& fccurity woich Benlier' 
[urn3nLN Lbe idogul [rum hi~ long travels 
ill the E .. n, rightly denolnin,I.I.t's the fouree 
of all th. lt j5 .. bnu anu hon dan~ Ja foeiett;· 
a langu,lge altogether different from that of 
hi. countrymen. Raynal, Diderot . &:c. in 
the [ub[eqllent century. ".Le Meum k.D.d 
Tuum, font In plus gnnda Beaux de G'enre 
huma""." 

fiilled 



ALEXANDER'S 

nilled into him. In the progrer, 
without feverity, was watchful. 
of the times, his foldiers were 

CONQUESTS. 

of his conqudls. hb di(ciplinc, 
In oppofition to the cuflom 

reftraincd from the licence of 
plunder, and habituated to [elf-commanc.l in the moment of viCtory. 

Safety and impunity .were granted to feafonable fuhmiffion: his 
word was facTed ; and his faith once plighted, was relied on as firmly 

by cC'lUquered enemies, as by the unfufpeaing companions of his vic
tories. ~, 

31 

SECT. 
I. La_. 

According to the univerral report of antiquity, Alexander was of Alc r:nder:s 

all men the moft zealoully and pt.rpetually obfervant of his duties to ~;~:~;:'lh 
the Gods. Dut unlike, a!! we iliaD fee, t l) his pcrfccuting prcdecelTors rtllg\()Il . 

in empire, and {O his inrolerant fu cccfJius in Egypt and Sylia, he 
treated the G ods of 311 natioOf as the ohje'18 not only of indulgCHcc, 

but of commendable wor(}ip. If he commanded the rcvenue~ due by 
Ephcfus to be devotl:d (Q the refioratioll and embcllHhment of its 
celebrated temple, he- wa~ not lefs attentive to repair the temples in 

Memphis and B<lbylon. In this refpctl he Thewed no partiality; 
and neither in tile general progrer!> of his march eaftward, nor in the 
wide \'al iety of hi~ numerOllS excurfions., did he omit any facrifice 
tll.!.t was due to the lotal divinities of the minutefl: diftria, or violate 

any place thar was holy, or treat cOfltemptuoufiy any ceremony, 
however frivolous in itfclf, yet refpcdable in the eyes of tho[e, :t.mong 
whom ir had long been eflablifiled. This proceding, the objelt of 
high and exclulive panefYric among all hiltorians and biographers, 
ought not to be afcribed to any peculiar excefs of fnpcrfiition. \Ve 

know on undoubted authority, that Alexander had been taught early 
to entertain ratiorutl and philofophic notions of deity, and to prize 
the clear convillion of divine truths ahove his high eft exploits and 
proudeft vi£tories.... To account therefore for fo firiking a fingularity 
in his clJnduB:, it is necclfary to advert, lO what will fully J.ppear in 

~ Artiaa,. Cwtiqs, and Plutarch. ~ Sec my tranfu tion of A1 iIl:Otll '~ Etbic l: ~, 
.uul P~liu( ks. vol. i. p. 35, 1d edi t . 

the 
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SEC T. the courfc of the prefent work, that throu~hout the whole of the ,. 
l..-...--.J Macedonian Jominion'>, the 10c:11 rites of rcli hion were indiffolubly 
Their in_ d . 
Ill1ll1U III .connectc wtth art s, ind\~fl:r)', commercc, and all the hcfl improve-
;11'1 .1nJ ment" of facidl life. rrom the earlicn temples in Ninc\'ell and Baby. _ 
I'Gllllll e Lce. 

Jon down to the defl:ruCtion hy Mahomet of the idols of Mecca, the 

fanCluaries of eafiero fuperflit"on continued inv:\Tlahly the (cats of 

trade. '.0 Even in Greece itrelf, as 1 have {hewn On J. former acca· 

fi nu , the inviolahle repo6taries of tC'mples ('onfiitu lcd rhe ordinary 

b anks of llepofit both for inJi viduais and for fi.1te s.'ol The venerable 
manfioll of Saturn formed the principal lrca{ury at R ome ; and fu eh 

is the force of imitation, that the "'efiihuie:& ilild Llcred cnclofures of 
the temple of Jcruralcm, were rordid:y 'O ~ applied to purpofes widely 

diRt-rent from their pure and primiti\'c dcllill.:tlion, as places of prayer 

to the Almighty ' Ql. 

It is impofflble to trace ' the muddy fyflcms of polytheifm 
to anyone clear rouree, and wouhl be idle nicely to difcriminate be
tween things cffentially capricious ; yet capricious ano abfurd as they 
are in their own nature, and fraught with many cou(l.'!Juences prejudi
cial to public and private happinefs, they appear, <Ill of them, to have 
contained fa Illany points of agreement, as greatly facilitated illter

courfe among remote, jealous, and often honile nations. This re

mark migh( be copioufiy illuftrated in the notices ftill extant con
cerning moil: of the principal emporia from the Grecian rea to the 
Indus. In Leffer Alia, in A{fyria, and in Ariana, the threefold clivi. 

fion above given of the great antient continent, we {hall find prieftJy 

cans or famiJies t hereditary minifters of the Gods) bearing fway 
throughout each of them refp'e<lively, in .11 tne places mo(\ confpi-

' .. Sb,t}' idols Ilood in the Caaba., tbe an
cient refort of the Sabzau merchlUlU. Ma~ 
hornet ruined trade by the profana.tion of 
thi5 temple. Bruce's Trllve~ vol. v. p. :n, 
and Gl1nnier Vie de Malaomet. For the 
antiquity of the Caaba. thefe writer. might 
have citcdDio4orw 1. ill. c. #. The: fitua--

tion "f his 1t('1' a<yIO,. ... -ror es6d.ly correfpouds 
wirh the Caaba. lit Mecca, 

.. ' Xeuoph. Anabas. I, v. <1'. SH. and 
<;icero ill, Verrc.m, 1. i. c, 'I" 

- Matthew XIi . I a. 
':1 If. iah lvi. ,. 

cuous 
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eUOU! for ch,i!ization and commerce: and in feveral citirs of Leifer SEC 1.', 

fi 
L 

A 10., we {hall fee this facerdotal government, fubGfi.ing in fuB force " __ .... _~.~. 

from the darkeft Mltiquity dO'tvn to the bright reign of Auguftus, 

an'lidft innumerable- convulfions and revolutions of all t~le fiates 
around them. ,0" Of thefe hierarchical efiahliChmcrtt8, however various 
tIle forms 6rrirell, the principle or fancHon t~ad everywhere much fame ... 
oefs. This {anction depended chiefly on benefits uerwed from heaven 
through the fuppofed intervention of earthly vicegerents :'05 and ill 
the countries where idolatry is faid to have begun, and where ,it cer-
tainly fl ourifhed man vigorouIly, I mean Babylonia and Egypt, 
priefHy domination was efft!otially conncded with the kindly in-
fl'uences of the cele[\:ial rev olutions on the regular returns of the fca ... 

fons, and the indifpenfable opr-rations of agriculturc.'o, Originating 

in an art effcIltial [0 human fubftftence, it extended with another 

pr("~em1nently conducive to aaual well-being and futare improve .. 
ment. By commerce ()nly~ the fca.ttered rays of knowledge &nd 
chility could- be collected and concentrated, in cities guarded b,.~e 

fanClity of temples more furely than tbey could be defended by 
rhe ftrength of walls. In thofe marts of fuperftirion and traffick, 
fierce Nomades intermixed with peaceful artiuns ;10l' through the 

revered aurhority of priefts, the one clafa was reA:raioe:d from fraud, 
and the other from violence; and the cuonomy and tendency 
of fuch a(yla, or privileged refo,rts in. fitnpler ageB, 'We may 
in fome meafurc team IJ'Y theit defcriptic~ in later and more 

corrupt times, when they frill pTe(ented obje4a imperiolJfiy de-
maooed by the multitude l airy ceremoniea and fable., to anlofe the 
dangel'OUi iidleuefs Clf thoft: mind' f tog~her with tempting allure .. 

mc;Qts an~ I.u~uriefo to foothe.their fenres, a~d.rof(en tl\~ir ferocky~'O' 
]u Alcxandet'l .ptmetilioQ.s attention to IQCal ' fuperftitiOUI we m~y 

•••• Di(ldorll$ I. ili'. :;. s,. , Coo(. Strabo, 
I. l/ii . P SSB &: G,a. 

.. , 'Straw, 1.1. p. *4,.& 1.ni''l''16l. 

) ,"OJ.. I. 

, .. lrocrat. AnopclSit, 
"T St~ILIl,U!-9C Ul'b. VO(;. .A.,,,,. 
.... ~,11hi fupra. 

p difccm 



34 PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF 

SEC T. difcem therefore a perfea harmony with all the great views by which 
~\ua_.,.:._.J he was aauated. His veneration for imaginary gods, fo univcr

fally attened, and fo unanimoufly approved 10\ difcovere a refpeCl: 
Rill mor>:: commendable for produdive and commercial indull:ry, for 
fafe communication and confidential intercourfc, for all the arts, 

either of elegance or utility; in a word, for whatever in that age 
bad a tendency to reA:rain the brutal paffiona of men, and to·engage 

them in laudable exertions. 
Hisrcvcnucs. Hillary is full of Alexander's endcavourtl, even during the pro. 

gre(s of his conquefts, to wean wandering and war-like l1 H;,p hcrds 

from their predatory habits, and to convert them inca induC1:rious 
hulbandmen .. co. Of his exertions to make the empire fiollrilh ifl 

refources, there is c:very where abundant atteftation j but none of 
hi$ biographers or hillotians have furniillcd us with any nOlices 

concerning the impofition or colleCl:ion of his revenues. On this 
fubjeCt, the only details are given as exceptions to his general 

fyftem, and muft be fought in the writings '" of his pre
ceptor, to which no one has hitherto, for this purpofe, had recourfc. 
With regard to the impofitioD of taxes, a faying of Alexancfer's is 

handed down, reproaching" the wafieful gardener, who, infiead of 
picki.ng the fruit, plucked up the plants tbemfelves u~." Yet his 
fleets and armies, his new cities, fortifications, and arfcoals, not to 

mention leffer objeO:s conneaed either with the defence or with the 
improvement of his dominions, mua hav.c.required prodigious efforts 

of labour, and enormous dHburfemems of money. His revenues afe 

vaguely eftimated at three hundred thoufand talents U], -above fifty 
millions Reding; and his diligence in augmenting them was zea
loufly feoonded by hi, ,financial adminiltrators,. fome of whom hop-

• ., Arrian, Plutarch, Diodorua. Btrabo, II. Olitormt fe odiJTe, AJexandcr dixit, 
and all the authors whom the>: dte. qui radieibus exlcillderct ~Ie.ta qUIe ca.rpere 

. - &trabo, 1. Ii. p. 111 ' PJiny,!. vi. alld . 4ebuiEet. 
Plutan:h ill. AleDDd. ~J Jultin. I. xiii, c. J • 

.. , Ariftot. de cur ... Reifarniliari,~ Opera • 
• 01. i., p. S09' edit, Du Val. 

7 ~g 
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illg to obtain impunity for their malverfations while they gratified SEC T. 
their maficr in an .objctl: fo imponant to him, had rccourfe to very L _:.. ~ 
unwarrantable means for diving into the rurfcs of his fubjetlR: abufes, 
which doubtlefs affix a fiain on the government under which they 

happened. but which, being oblique and artful, [erve notwith!1antl-
ing to dillinguifh the extortions under AIc:xantIcr from the dirta: 
and front!efs depredations of other Afiatic conquerors. 

Among thefe difgraccful expedient::. for railing money we fhall The intemh 
;mts. Cleo

[elect thofe employed by Cleomcnes, a Greek, formerly mentioned mel\C'~ and 
Plu]oxenus • 

.as intendant general in Egypt, one of the countries mofl: abounding their cruel 

in wealth, and the moO: reluCtant in paying contributions. Corn ~:~~~~t~~~ 
being the principal export of that fcrtHe kingdom, Cleomenes ob~ my. 

tained large rums by alternately impofing and threatening corn laws. 
On an occdlion of pEcuniary exigency, he made a progrefs to the 
nome of Th!:bes, whofe inhabitants, he underflood, worfhipped the 
crocodile: and one of his IOCJutious attendants being {natched away 
by a hungry .monner of this fpecies, Clcomc:nes pretended that he 
would afk Alexander's pcrmiffion to employ his generals command .. 

ing in Egypt in a war againft crocodiles, and thus make reprifals on 
an enemy who had viCibly been the aggrefTor. The rich inhabitants 
of the Thebaid thought no price too dear to purchafe jmpunity for 
their gods. At another time Cleomenes complained, that the ec
clefiaflical eftablilhment of the Egyptians was tQO burdenfome to the 
fiate, and faid that he £houJd be under' the neceffity of advifing his 
mafier to make conflderable reduttioos in it. The prlefts flocked to 
him with full purres to rave their !emples, their tithes, ..1.nd great 
pecuniary revenues, By letters from Alexamler, the fame Cleomen.es 
was defired to traosfer the fefiivals and fairs immemorially held at the 
inland dry (',anopus, to the maritime capital Alexandria, then rHing 
in iti neighbourllood. Perf ODS interefied in the profperity of Cano-
pus, offered him large bribes to fufpend the alteration. He accepted 

the money, but found pretences foon after for carrying his mailer's 
1 • orde" 
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SEC T. orders into execution Ill, Such difgraceful proceedings were not 
I . 

t. ._ ' peculiar to Cleomencs. Philoxenus intendant general in Cada Wall 

equally culpable. Having proclaimed a fenival to Baccbus, Phi
loxenus appointed the richeft citizens to bear their feveral parts in 
the folemnity. To avoid the irkfomenefs of this tedious ceremony, 
the Carians purchlfed exemptions at a high rate. Others next to 
them in opulence, were then fubftituted to their funCtions; thefe al[o 
defired to commute their perfonal attendance for money; Philoxcnub 
ftill perfevercd in appointing a new fet of performers, until he thus 
received money from all the principal Carians, then and long aftcr
war~8 J1 ~t:ry wealthy people .. \ 

FairSnancial The vile expedients of Cleomenes and Philoxenus diff~red wide! y 
Tn:;;~~I~: .Of from the fair financial operations of their fellow-Iabmlrer Antigcncs, 
intend.mt of inrtndant general in Bab']Jonia. Antigenes impofed a tax on m,dl.ers 
llab}loIUol. 

for every Have or (ervant employed by them, but ftipulated to pay 
to there mallers in retufa, the full value of every fugitive that cfcJI,eJ 
from their famities or manufaCtories; a condition, which~ in molt 
countries of antiquity, would have proved very burden fame, tflJ.yes, 
almoft the only labourers, heing extremely addicted to oe1t.!rtion,) 
bUI which was ful1illed ~t little coil by Antigene., [uch"lln excellent 
roliee had he eftablilhed .long the highway. in hi. province. Thi. 
refpeClable mi?ll\er aJfo -reviv~d fC"etal of the duties or cu(\oms 
which ancicl;1t1y "J prcy1ll1ed in the AB"yrian empire, when Babylon 
-wae the feat cf arts and of 1uxury; and, as will be explained here
after, a.t once the fourc~ ,and the centre of an exteQfive and multifa· 
rioua GOn:uncr~e; 

"J AriftOt. ibid:. J.I! ldo ibld. p. Sto. 

PRE-
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ALEXANDER'S CONQUESTS. 

SECTION II. 

Two Cld/PS of Ajia!ic Conquerors.-Alfyrians and Egypt/am, their CLara&triJIiu. 
- S(ylhiarn, tbelr Cbaraflcqjlics. - Medel and Per/Jlms 10 be d~d witb' 
barbarous Conquerors.-The Babylonian Plam.-lfJ Revolutions and JucctjfiV! 
Capital.r.-Autbtntic Hiflory of AJljno, confirmed by I()('ol CircumjJances.
Stalf 0/ Afia aN/em/wily 10 the filft great Monarchj.-Jnland communication 

from tb{' Mediterranean 10 India.-Emporia in AJljria, Ethiopia, and l."gypt. 
-Shlii/or/ly of their "!lhlations and Govcrnment.-Purjuits and Attaimlltnfs 
ofth~ Egyptian Priffls.-:rhtir Brethrtn in Ethiopia.-Mer«, its H!flory and 
/ingular Theca·ary.-The Sab(f(111J and Phanidolll.-Three main Stoples.
Babylon til A./[yria.-Ba{Jra in ArillfJo.-PfilinUJ in Lejftr Afia. 

, 

AGREEABLY to the method above prefcribed, I Ihould now 
proceed to examine how far, in the ,concerns of domefiic in

dufiry, or foreign commerce, Ale ... ander's plans were original; and 
how far, in fuch purfuita, he was guided by the examples of his 
prccurfors in empire. But to treat this fubject. in a'manner the maft 
fatisf.a.ory, it wi!1 be nece£fary, in connection with a more circum
fiantial furvey of favoured imperial diftnas, and the magnificent 
cities which' adorned them, to review the various dynafties which 
had fucceffivcly governed Alia, and whore tranfaClions in peace and 
war, whofe manners and inftitutioDs~ left indelible impreffioD8 on 
the great ancient continent. 

From the concurring teftimony of facTed and prophane hinary, it 
appears, that before the Macedonian invaf'ioo, two claffes of con
<)uerers bad alternately held fway in the Eaft. The nations to which 

thefe 
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SECT. 
n. 

\- . .' 

Of the Scy
thian,. 

PRELIMINARY SURVEY. OF 

thefe conquerors belonged, are marked by wide difcriminatioos of 
civility and barbarifm. Antecedently to the boafied reigns of Ninus 
and Sefoftris, the former of which began only twelve, and the latter 
about fourteen centuries, before the ChrHlian a:ra, the Alfyrians and 
Egyptians confined chiefly of laborious hufbandmen and induflrious 

artificen;, re!ident in cities or villages, additl:ed to pomp in religious 
worlhip, and fa immemorially converfant with arts and letters, that, 

at their firft appearance above the horizon Bf time, they f'hould [eem 
to have reached their higheft meridian of refinement; and the far .. 

ther back that we remount in their annals, their proceedings in war 
and pc:acc, become proportionally the more worthy of regard', 
The ftupcndous monuments, befidcs, of both thefe nalions, may be 
confidercd as fim attefting their ancient grciltnc[s, tince thore of the 

Egyptians which rcmaia, were, according co un'1ucflionablc autho
rity, far rurpafTed and outilione' by thofe of the Affyrians which 
have periO;led through the flighter confi{\.ence of their materials. 

The fetond clars of eaftern conquerors is diflinguiChed by features 

equ.ally charafrerifti.c, but uniformly expreffi ve of grolfnefs and ig
norance. Beftitute of temples ,for their gOUfi, and of fixed habita
tions for themfelytlS, they roved with their flocks, and herds, and 

tenti, over the wide Scythian deferts, firetching between the range 
of Taurus above defcribed, and another chain of mountains twelve 
~egrees north of it. T.his northern range, known under the general 
name of Altai, lhould feem, from the inhofpitable favagenef.s. of the 
inhabitants and the country, to have b~en rarely vifited by ftrangers 
during any age of antiquity; in after times it became the disfigured 
fcene of Tartar and Turlcifu f.blea '; and it waR firft carefully fur

veyed by tbe curiofity or policy of tbe Ruffian governmcmt ;n the 
£our[e of the laft century. Commenciqg with the lo[ty llipb",an 

I See the 6rn and feoond bGOh.of Dio
dOl'IK Siculu, tbrol:lghoat. For the .e:llen. 
rl~ -eonquea.. and the ,.,.,.~ ~14f' or 
~eogrllphkal table'S, of the Egyptianr, fu 
Apollonills Rhodiu. Argnllaut, 1-. if. ". '75. 

and EullJ.fhiLa i. Proem.:r:d Di6tlyf. Ptrie. 
get. p . 6. 

• Herodol. 1. i. c. 1,8 .• 
, D'Hcrbdot BibliOttaeqlitC Orientale, Ar_ 

tide£J. 
mou D taina, 
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mountains, a thoufand miles due north of the Carpian, Altai pro- SEC T. 

Jongs its rhlges to the fea-coact of Siberia, and the frightful rolitudes ,,-__ 1..,1_. -J4 
of the Tongures, a people fo irreclaimably barbarous, that they are 
niH governtd by Shamans or wizzards \ Within the ample region 

between Taurus and Altai, the elevated plains of Scythia are gene-
rally unfit for tillage, though frequently chcqucred with rich herbage, 
and have therefore been invariably inhabired by nations or clans, 
whofe manners are panora], whofe government is patriarchal, and 
whore habirs arc military; thus prefenting in all ages the fame un-
altered picture of war-like barbarity, turbulent at home, and awfully 
formidable abroad. The dcfcents both of Taurus and of Altai 
afford, in many parts, the ben. iron $ , which the Scythians, at their 

firft appearance in hifiory, had already fafhioncd into fwords and 
hatchets 0. In giving firmnefs and iharpnefa to thit; metal, in con-
verting the hair of their camels into fdt for tents or for garments, 

and in corrupting the innocent mildnefs of milk: into a liquor highly 

intoxicating" thofe lhepherds of the north difplayed their higheft 

reaches of art and ingenuity; but of their native courage and 
prowers there are perpetual and fignal proofs in all their tranfaClions 
and infiitutions, and in all the earlieft reports concerning them. 
Not to menticn the tradition that Afia had been thrice conquered by 
Scythians before the building of Nineveh, and that Ninus, the foun ... 
der of that kingdom, firA: ventured to withhold from them the tribute 

which they had exatl:ed from Atfyria during fiueeD centuries., 
the father of prophane hiftory records their defolating migrations 
fouthwarda, fix hundred a.nd twenty.eight years before the Cbriflian 
zra. At that period, Cyaxares the Mede had undertaken an ex .. 

pedition againfi the Atfyrian Sarae or SardaDapaius, king of Nineveh, 

• View or the Ruffian Empire by Smir. 
"on, r. 61-

Voy~ en ~yrie flU !'.<\bbe Chapp!:: 
Autiruche, p·603-

• Herodot. I. ,jj. c.6+ 
, Pallas. Hutory of the Mogul •• p. In. 
• ]uttiD, 1. ii. c. 3' Conf. Diodor. ii. +$- Tftc. 

~nt;quity of the Scftbian conqueR B gre:tdr 
antedated, "if the origin of the nation re
mvuht.::d .mly to the year I po before the 
Ch.rifHan 'Zroll or a. H erodotus fay •• 11. thou. 
land 161'5 before Darhv', Scythian upcdi. 
tiOD, H~ot. il". 7. 

when 

Thcir irrup .. 
lions intn 
SOUtlll.'1 n 
Ah.I,Olymp. 

lj, C, 6:8. 
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6 E C 1'. -when 30 irruption of eaftern Scythians into the ricIT Nica:!an plain, 
-11. 
~ the fineR diftritl: in Medin. recalled him to the defence-of his ravaged 

,fields and flaming villages. To this Cyax-ares the Medes acknow

ledged themfel-Tes indebted for their .military difcipll"ne, and for 
reducing: into regular bodies of ' pikemen, cavalry, and archers. 

thofe fhapelefs unweildly 'maWes that hfld h,itherto acted with tumul .. 

tuary rage .and by mere brute force ' • . But the improved taClic.s of 
the Mcdes ·fe,rved not to re{i{l. the perpetual" torren ts of Scythian 

horfemcn that affaikd them in rapid fu cceffion; and Cyaxarcs in 

danger of being overwhelmed on aU fides by this defultory warfare, 

confenteJ. to acknowledge · the Scythians for his maf1:ers by' payiug 

t.o them hlrge coot1'ihutioos. In the [pace of five years, the hi-vadet's 

carrying their houfes on their waggons, pufhed their predatory colo~ 

nies into Armenia, Colchis, Pontu!', Cappadocia: [orne ravagerg 
penetrated into Syria, particurarly that divifion of it called PaldUlle, 
'in which they ,occupied Bethfhe:m, a, town f ormerly belonging to:the 

half .tribe of Manatreh on this 'ud(the:'Jordan, arid which thence ... 
forward nceived ,the narne ofScyt.hop~Hs '0. 'On tbe frontiers of the 
Holy La-nd" Ffammettcus, ·king o'f Egypt, came forw ard, not to Ope 
pore the invll[wil by ann's; ' but to ' dinrt 'it '-bY' fu'bmifiion and rich 

,pre-fents : '~ 'By 'th'efcf offering'-: 'l'he rage") of the SCYlhians was ap-. 
peafed :· .. flaves 'and oootf "forn1,ed ltne' rnailr:6'hjcCts of their ambition; 

fince, being· narto1Ai~d;. 'ih : tl\iod~ by ·the :11i'lne .hahits and mode ' of life 

whIch 'invigorated· and "enlBf'ged their :bodi~, they were. totany unfit 

:fO govern: the "con<iuens~hich their v'alohr h~d ate'k1eved·,.arid wh~ich 
rheir 'rapacity, for ··the · m()ft\ pB:r~j :deforrned ·aq.d~i1cfUlated; for wiin 
them 'the met'ci\ef$ : hivo~"'Qf,.~a,r . was r~ft:~hecr'by no cODfideration~ 
c.ven ·of) i9~MIift:, . " the: .nak'td f~~ .:'of~~tb'e'i* . O"i n·. countrt ' favjiig';:the~
.from f""t'<,frepr',..1sili tilcif 'grotfefr :.biir' 6f 'vidmv '\ :Ailli>lig the . , ... '.. . .. 
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fierce natives of the defect, who on this occafion elhbiifhed them
{elves in the countries {outh of mount Taurus, tbe fudden alteration 
in their way of life appears to h:\\'C' produced a correfpondent cbange 
in their character. Finding th t' mfclves in poifcffion of many coo

veniencies and luxuries, hitherto unknown to them, they greedily 
embraced every new temptation to appetite, indulp;cd the wildefi 
caprices without {hame or remorfe, and paff.:d at one fatal bound 
from the fimplicity of childhood to the miferable voluptuoufnef.:i of 
doating old age: a ccnfequencc inevitable whenever grafs undifd
pHoed minds arc borne on too brilk a tide of deceitful profperity. 
Of this rapiJ degeneracy, Cyaxares availcp himldf for ucftloyiug 
part of his unworthy gueR.s, and expelling the remainder of them 
from Meuia. In feveral neighbouring conntries, the peopl:.:: collec
tively ~o(,k arms againfi their info lent and befotted "ppreffors; whofl.: 
vexation!. , though dreadful in the viHages and open country, had 
generally ftopped 110ft at the gates of walled cities, well provided 
with granaries and arfenals; and [orne of them poffdfcd al[o of 
tceafuries. As the Scythians had neither £kill nor patience for [leges, 

money, by way of ranium, was readily accepted by them. Many 
trii'aes returned home richly laden with fIlver: others fell a prey to 
theiT own vices or the revived courage of the vantIlliilicd; and the 

agricultural nations of Afia were thua delivered front a fcourge by 
which they had been affli.cted upwards of twenty years'l. 

But after a {hort breathing-time of fca,rceJy half that period, a 
new irruption from the Rooy girdles of Alia left marc indelible 
marks on the fouthern parts of that continent. In the moO: venera .. 
ble of all records, the <;baldxan Nomadcs, deftined to overthrow 

Jerufalem and Tyre t are charaClcrized by qualities exa.Etly appro
priate to their remottft Tartar dcfcendants '\ They are the iron 

I I It..:rodotLlS (,IY' :a8 yun; (li.ller~ 1" l Lif ... I)f Tl'rn .. rhnl'. and in tbe lif!: of Zing'. , 
the Rtf: m ab:t trd r.raJua1I ~ . ·CouC. Hero- or GcngiWt..Ju"fGU,t deja CroiJ'1 lire enR 
dot, i . 106. Sa.n8. Bieron. \', iv. GolI.66f. wpies of ~oto4rawn in Scripture. in Hel·o. 

q The f.illurc! gi ven ill Chcrefeddiu's uotl.ll, in Oiodom .. alld in luftin. 
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nation of the north, the refi(U~rs rovers of the dcfertt whore (ucce(

fions of fierce cavalry are numerous 8S tbe rca's waves, and impe

tuous 3S the winds of heaven 01. The flightcft attention to geogra-

phy lhows that this impreffive imagery is, as will be explained more 
fully hereafter, totally inapplicable to thofe ChalJa:ans who immemo
Iiallyformed the facerdotal tribe in BabyTonia, and who cannot poffii)iy 

be regarded as a northern people in refpett of the Jews or Pha:uici.lOS. 

TheChald<l'.mfo of the proph~ts arc thofe of whom a part was anciently 
call e-d Chalybians by the Grech from their hal>itual l.tbours in iron . 

They dwelt among the craggy defcents from the table land of Arme-
nia towards the Euxillc fca, and cultivated there, the tame trade 

of armourers for the fupply of the wefiern Scythians, which the 
Turks afterwa~d8 exercifed for the fervice of their eaA:ern brethren ". 

Their name being tbat of the tribe neareft to civilized nations, waa 
extended to Scythians in general, in the fame manner as the appel

lation of Tartars, or rather Tatan, originally denoting a fmall body 

of men, attained in later times ali ia.defiDite amplitude ", and as the 
name of a miferable village OD. dle fouthern frontier of Siberia has ., 
expanded over the whole -of that im:menfe region ". 

Fre~en~1of A lively writer cited, and approved by a Jearned one, afcribes the 
A fiatlc rcvo. ,..lr. 
lutIOIl5.C.ufe: frequent revolutions In Arm to the extreme! of cold and beat, which 
Ih<r<of. • h . . di I h h th . h . 10 t at contment Immc ate y tone eae 0 er, Wit out any IDter-

veDiDg degree of middle temperature d. But conliftent!y with the 

records of hiRory, indifpenfable premife& to {ucb general conclufions, 
the viciffitudes in tbe eaftern world may more truly be referred to 

'I COl1f. l(aiah, e. S,Jiii. ". ·1,. Je:mniahJ. ~" othc ~be, ~ame: to be applied by 
J3. and n . IS. Et.ckic:l u .ri. !- and 7. .~ '.,: . ' the: whole Scytbl.uJ n,.tion • 

• f Scubo, l..lI.«. p. 149. rc:ret, in Hill:. de I' AcaJ. del LUcript. 
" Conf. Str.boubi fupra, audAbalgbazi lOm nin. p. 60. 

KbaA Rlftoire: Gc.ncalogique det Tatan, ., ~idt's RuRifche: G.fc.he:du:e. Feo-
~~·S· _.~. 

" Tbe !artan . .tonn.:r .~ ftII~~ of ~ •. Oon.f, Montd'quien E.r~1t des LQ~ 
the Sq'thllln arttnt .. atilI ... ~ dlnJ L.1PnI, Co " udGiblloD.·. Dediuc: a.lJd F~II 
re:athm: the (VHf fo~i ? i~'" 9f ~ ,.,.&. ii, c. a6.. • 

6 the 
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the nriking contrall: between fierce Nomad~s wirh their warlike 
manners and habits, and the fofrcned civilization in tIldr n(,ighbour

hood of f!len colieCled in great cities, diffolved in tJle luxury of 

baths and harams. If the Scythian! often c.lcrc~udcd in terror [mm 

their cold mountains,the iliepherds of Arabia and Ethiopia, as we ihall 

fee prefently, emerged with as fucccf~rul boJdncfs from their [corch

ing plains. The Medes inhabiting a country more 'outhern than 
Spain, helo. fw~y, during their rude paftora! IlatC', for a century and 
a half in Upper Afia " , But corrupted by their conquefls in AlTy

ria, the Mcdes loR their military prowef. .. without improving in civil 

wifdom H; and thereupon fuumittcd to Cyrus and his Pcrfians, a. 
people viCitcd by a ftill warmer fun, hut who then livcJ in fcattered 

villages, fubhfled chiefly by hunting and pafiuras:e, and were comw 
manly c1o~thcd in the {kins of wild beafts OJ. >( \.~ 

Notwith/bnding the boallful fitl:ions of the modern Perfians, a 
mingled brood of S~ythians and Sara-cens, the purer ancient nation 

bearing the Pel fian name, including: the Medes, intimately united 

with the Perlians in government, in manners, and in language, 
mull, according to authenti~ hiliary, be c1affed with the barbarous 

conquerors of Alia in as far as concerns the purfuits either of foreign 
commerce or even of domefiic ioduflry. Their unikilful pratl:ice, 
a1fo, in arms, a6 well as in artst is atleficd by. all their wars with 
Greece t circumRantially related in a former work. Wi and the cantri .. 

butions of their provinces were irreguld.r and precarious until the 
rapadous ~s reign of Darius. In the exercife of what was. called 

.. The Medct were encoura$ed tn revolt 
from the Atryri.In~. 710 years before Cbrill. 
in confeqaence of the dlr"Uer. of Smullc. 
rib's army related In I(lliah, c. :u:xyiL. v. 36. 
Afl~r the lor. C'f his anny 41 Sen~cherlb's 
e{late'WU troubled," 'tobit, c. I. v'S, 
Conf. Herpdoc. I. i. c. 95 .. md MoC. Choro~ 
liens, 1.10 C. 21.. Hl!rodotlll, who v,:rOl~ .Ill 
Aifyti:nl H Illory, die Joft of 'wltith i. infi
Illtdf to be regretted.. plaecn.lte foundation 

of the Atryri.m empire po years before the 
revolt of the Mede'i, (I J c'95') th .. ti~, 
J230 year. bcfol'C the Chrln;.m a:r ... 

" Xennph. de Infl,tut. Cyri. I i. p.tfIim. 
... Herodot. I. i. c 71. The ~ort oj the 

Perli"'D~ h.lppened 550 yurs berore Cililct. 
~nd the Ian Danu\ was nlUruered by Beaus 
3.50 year.: before ('.hrill. 

.. Hillary of Ancient Greece. 
• HerWot. I. iii. c. 89' 

02 government. 
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government, we fee on every fide the tremendous pe wc'r of defpotl 
with all the fire ngth and all the weukncfs incident to their detcilahle 

domination Oil ; the p:dJ.ces an d cities in the centre poJlut~d by fub

mifu\'c {l.lves, infiruments of a vile luxury, while the dinant pro

vinces were perpetu.dly iliakcn by u furping Cat raps or rebellious 
vaffals. The law of the Medes and Per fi ans., H wl.ich altereth not," 

bas been too favourably canaruco into a definite code of written 

legiflation, befpeaking confiderable advancement in. civil poliey 11: 

for indubitable eviuence compels us to take the expreffion in its 

literal fenfe. Notwithftanding the primitive · and ha rdy virtnes of 

the Perfla~8, fpontaneOU8 refulls of ignorance and poverty, XenOR 

phOD acknowledges wi.th what facility they defccnded from the in. 

nocence of their mountains into the profligacy of Babylonian plains, 

and with what flubborn formality, charaderiftic of barbarians, they. 
adhered to tbe lener t after the:y had long departed from the fpirit of 
their primitive inftitutions u., They were deftit.ute of temples and 
idols .' , but had been taught by their magi, or priefts, an awful 

veneration for the ~l~m.entBt t.hofe particularly of fire and water h . 

This ftrange fuperftitiol! pre~ntcd them from willingly uDdertaking 

any voyage by fea, left they lhould defile· ita wave. by the UD
avoid ... ble .Cecrecions from tlleir bodies ". Dariua Hyftafpi.&t a prince 
inimical to the magi. cndeavour~dt indeed., lO o.vcrcome this leligi_ 

oq' fcruple ". Yet of tbe ~lv. hundred /hips with which hi. 
[Deceffor Xerxes inV)l.qed Greece, DOt ODe was furnifhed ~, Pertia. 
Tile feaopons of S.yria and Leifer ArlO, with the .-"j .... nt iIIIlnda of 

Greece, fupplied the Whole number. ThiJ; timid folly was carried 

of x.. T'II»A VI1'(I, ~~-,.s.s,c"fC'O 

Ari~t. Politic. I. V . I;. It . . 

" In the cdebratcd Trueil ' to difcovu 
the (ource of the Nile, vol. i. p .... 9. Mr. 
Bruce akribes thif maxim to Nebuc:b.tdnu· 
zar, "ho WII,I neither a Mede not a PerUan. 
:But thiS '"'at tra'I'ClIcr was not ftry ~. 
rudy acqu'aintcli with ancient hift.ory.OII 
{~impoNAt p&lTap or ,..hicll hi& w.ork. 

as win aJ'pcar in the (<<Iud, WoW! much 
light. . . 

.. Xenoph. Cyropaed. I. viii. P.138 •• 
feq. Conf. Hcrodot. 1. i. c. '.:5,. ' 

., Hetodot. I. i. c. Ill, 

.. Xcnopb . u.bi{up~, and~t. "i. 
c. 1.18 and, t. ii,i. ·c. J6 • 
. • ' 'Plio . N. H. t. sx~ f:" . 
~ Hcrodot. 1. ill. ,c. 10. ud J. iy. ~ . .... 

by 
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by t\\e Perfians to fuc.h an extravagant excefs, that they never b\l11t 
:l. harbour, or city of any norc, on any part of their vaA: coa!l:s n, 

They even dcrtroyed thore inland navigations which had antece
dently been efl:ablilhed, and fllcceedcd in the perverfe labour l4 of 

ohfl:ruttin;; great rivers fitted to lay open the inmnft recelfes of Aria, 

and which, as we Hull let: in the progrefs of this work, both before 

and after the dominion of thofe unworthy II maners, were fuccefs

fully employed for th" beneficial purpofe. Egypt and Babylonia, 

two countries, which for rcafons t~a't will afterwuds appc3r. were 

tlie peculiar objects of Alexand .: r's parti.tlitYt {uffered under the Per
flans the utmon. feverity of perfecution $". Cambyfes, the brutal 
conqueror of Egypt, in his eagerncfs to level every thing in that 

!illlcient kingdom before his own ddpotifm, e:uinguiDled the whole 
loyal lineage, and raged with intolerant fury againft the prielUy caft, 
or andent faccrdotal families I', the 6rft amhors, as will be ihewn, 

and always the main fupporters of Egyptian profperity. Perfecution 
excited rebellion, and 1 ebeIlion was punHhed by Dew aggravations 
of cruelty. III this manner Fgypt, for the (pace of nearly two 

centuries, continued the perpetual 1cene of crimes and of punHhmenta.. 
Scarcely twenty years before the Macedonian conqueft, Artaxerxes 
Oehus fupprclTC'd Ne8:enebus the laft: confpicuous rebel; and on this 
occalion fre!h [everities were exercifed on the Egyptian prieRs; their 
temples were pJunder~d, their lands were wrefted from them j even 
their fdcred books, the objeCls of fuch religious care, were fdzed in 
their hidden repofitories, and retained by their cruel perfecutors, till 
ra~fomed by large fums of money )'. The injuriei inRj8:ed on the 

Babylonians were not lefs outrageous. The Perfians pluAdered their 
treafuries and profaned their temples", corrupted their daughters, 

~l Ammian . Maredlin. I. :uii. e. 6. 
.It "trahf'l, : In-;. p 740. lIigmatifes their 

..a~'t~ X"'~IIT-s'. 

Ii 8trabo, I. XI. p. 509- Hcfpeabofthcir 
grof,nefs. ignut df!(:e. ~ud tota.! neglcd: of a.!1 
improvemeol in teNn S ~pphc"ble to the fa~ 
cred iPdoli:nct of their Mollem {uccea'OTI. 

JII Hcrodot I. i. e. IS3_ I¢. 1. iii. e. 9" 
Strabo. I. :ni. p. 740. Dioclorul. 1. Jivi • 
c, 51 . 

" Rerodot. 1. iii. e. 1. a Ceq. 
Jl D iodoru$o J. xvi. e.51. 
~ Herodol. j. 183. 
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and emafclilatedthcir [O Q8j4. and with tyranny emhittered by envy, 

intercepted twO ancient (ource! of BJ.l)yJoni.I'l wedlth, by obflruQing 
the navigable courres of t"he EuphrJ.tcs :And Tigrio. 4

' 

To a prin..:e animated by the ProflH::tl: of extending commerce and 
diffuung arts and induftry over, the fineft regions of the eanh, the 

proceedings of all thofe conquerors whor'l we have named, couJJ 
(lnly preft'nt examples to he thuoned. In the progreb however 

of his expedition, AkxanJ~ ured unexampled. diligence in rearching 
after the archivesU of the vanqu .. iJhed, a~ well as in t' ::"' ;l[nining wirh 

his own eyes the ancient monuments of their opulcn '.:c anJ power.:' 
~lany invaluable records colleeled by him, Ilave irrc('(Jvcr.-l.hly perilh

cd. Yet the objects which he beheld) and the information which 

he received on the fpot, concurring with the notices recorut.:d by a 
few travellers of his own coumry, could not fail to raife hi~ thoughti 
above the yain pomp of Ecbatana, P.1f.-lgarda anJ Perfepoli f:, and 

to fix. them on the more fubft.mtial grandeur of BJbyion, BaC\:ra, 

Tyre, l\iemphis, and Thebes, before tht>fe and other once induftrious 
cities, were fome of them a prey to the favagenefs of the Scythians

t 

and others of them. permanently cnflaved under the painted barbariCm 
of the Medes and ·Perfiatll. 

]n entering UpOll the hiftory of thofe ages of produClive induO:ry, 
and commercial intercou.rfe, which muft of ncceffity have preceued 
the deftruCt:lon and havoc attending the foundarion of empires, I 
might regret the fcantineCs qf my materials, if there were not frill 
greater reafan to lament their uncertainty. The ancient glories of 
the Affyrians t Ethiopians, and Egyptians, immemorial cultivators of 
the earth, aDd the inventors of thofe arts which naturally flow from 

the feifure and Iecurity of agricultural and fettled life, were not 

.. HerodOt. l. i , c. t96, &: I. iii. c. 92 . 

.' Str.tbQ, I ":ni. P HO. The kiags of 
:Perna tre~ted the merch ... nu of BaJ,ylon pre-
cifdy in the \u.ner. that~. merthu.t of 
L ondon, prerended ludic.roulr,. , to Ieat" lell 
(hi. i~a.t tonunercial cit! might. be treated 

by Charle. JI . "The lUlll" bet was told 
II i. 'Very angry:" .. Indeed I «. r.- he wi.U 
take the river from ~ • .'. • 

.' Strabo. J. u.. p. 69. l"itny.~. '7 .• 
Coni. Moles CbotmfHllJ L i. c· ,. II Ceq. 
~.A~ Curtie&, aDd. Plutarch.. > 

io44Cd 
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indeed abandoned either to the darknefs of oblivion, or the mills of SEC T. 

traditionary faLle. Their tranfaClions. were recorded on manu .. L l .. ~ , 

mcntsH of the utmol1: durability, but recorded in a kidd of piCture-
writing whofe charaClers, except in gTors material objeCls, being e(;,. 
fcntially ambiguous, necdfarily heightened in obfcurity, according to 
tIle growing extent of their lignification j that is to the variety or 
fpirituality of th.e notions which they were employed to cxprefs. If 
is remarked by Herodotus, that the Egyptians wonderfully excelled 
in the fircngth of thrir memories. 4

' A prodigicu$ compafs of this 
faculty. was requi{uc to grafp the wide variety of their hieroglyphics, 

already perplexed. with fuch difficulties in the age of the patriarch 
Jofei'h, who governed Egypt as intendant general during thl! greater 
part of t}IC feventeenth century before Chrifr, that the imerpretat\on 
of facred vlriring is defcribed as ODe of the moil important profcffions 
in the kingdom:· It was exercifed like all other employments of 
dignity, by the privilcdged or facerdotal families, in Lhe ' hands of 

whofe degenerate dcfcendants it always continlled to remain, and 
was often very grofsly abufed; wit,nefs the impudent lies told froru. 
hieroglyphics, to the inquifitive travellers Herodotus and Diodoru8 
Siculus,47 remote by five centuries from each bther; and at the io

intermediate point of dme between thefe refpeaable hiftoridns, the 
f'hamelcfs fiCtions, given al(o as explanations of hieroglyphic,;, by 
Manetho and Bero{us, when the trannation of the books of Mofes 

into Greek under the firft Ptolemies, eiqucd the national vanity of 
thofe romancers,- the one an Egyptian, the other a Babylonian, prieR, 
and made them enhance beyond all bounds, the antiquity and cele-
brity of their refpeCl.ive nations. I thall not therefore venture to 

write, what, in the numerous authors who have copied each other 

.. Strabo. l. :tvi. p. 729. Diooor. L i. 
c. ". Herodotus. Pliny and CaffioJorus. 

·n Herodotus. I. Ii. c. 77. Conf. Dlodoru~. 

lU. 4. The llieroglyphic. en fome lingle 
4:lbeliiks, are f:.lid to amount to 400. Dio· 
doni. fpeaks with wonder of the I~~ 

jo< ~i""' ~},""''''I>. Diodor. ibid 
... Gcnelis Xli. II. The wrsd [T'anGated 

" M;lgicians" in our biblei, Mich.\elis ren. 
de..,; " Aufleger Egyptfhen bllderfdu ,fr .. 

., IloM<¥ i\foyOI1'li ~1.,mfAOTICO" '!'It., 1IW\~"""'f.r. 

J)iodor. i. a9- \ .". 
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on the fubjea, I have found it dif~umop;ly tircfome to read, and 
formally repeat thofe incoherent and infipid fahles which pars for an .. 
cient binary.· There would be a chance rather of Chame than of 
fatisfaCtion, in laborioufly arranginb ruch faithlefs and flimfy mate
rials, fillee after much paine in feleClion and Jecoration, inlh'ad of 
the exploits of kings and conquerors, of men and gods, all equally 
the cr.catures of fancy, a more £ki lful interpretation of the rcc;ord, 

might rightly fubfiitute .the annual viciffitudcs of the Euphrates or 

the Nile, the peri:itions of the heavenly lumina.i". the opera-
tions and implem _ ... ~feful arts, Orion or a plough fhare.·~ 

The Dabyloniltn . however, which COlll CS forward in Scrip .. 

ture as the firll great feenc of national el1terprife, eotltinued to be de. 
redbed long after the introdultion of alphabetic wlitiog, as the fineil 
portion of Atryria and of all Alia. At the dillance of a few years 
from the projected tower; " whore top might reach unto heaven~9:~ 
we find in profane billary a city whofe rera remounts 2234 years be
fore thrift; a date obtained from the afironomical tables fent by 
Alexander to ArHlotie fa, and important beyond other afironomical 
CEras, becaufc fupponed by various notices and circumftaneesl all 

bearing aD the fame point, and powerfully co-.operating to confirm 

.. A n agricultural Upl,\t12lioQ .of hiem .. 
gl~ plHlJ h gi1'en hy ADbi I"l nehe in hi. His
loire c.lu l.,d: (vol. i . p. 45 &; feq. Edit. 
17' 'ft,) Ul amhor, '" ho belllg ",n 2d v(lCate fOf 

rci igloll. I I moll alnmoDiooOyill(ulted byV ol
uire, .IS an ",dverf",ry, alld tre.u.ed too angrily 
b) WArburton who nteded not to have feared 
hlnl .. ,.1 rival . \V,Irbuttoo"greatmeritin the 
"pl"'nat,on o f the origiu ... od nature of hlero
Jilvrhics i$ generally and jum,. ndmirtu ; yet 
I,,, h\U not eshaun _d the fubjed,.wd 1 calillOt 
Ttconcile .. II 0{ hl5 cODcl ution, witlt thc only 
c11ning authorities concerning it; viz. H e_ 
redcatlU, I. i ii. c. 36. Diodoro'. I. iii. c . ... 
'orpl!:yr. in Vit Pythagor. Clemens A,ln
and. V. Strom. P'S$S, 2Dd a fragment of 
Manet.bo in Eureblu,', Cllrouicle. p. 6. In 
~bi~ fraimCll\c, Warbunon iunel1d of 'Yt~j, 
I""'~I~ iubiUtutu 'Yr'-t'I'MJ U~I_;, 

Hi ~ re,(on for thi~ correll ion is,that "!"")'~~.~ • 
beilllt ,1lw.ol.Ys uled by the ,II1lleDU to denote 
cbar.c(lel s of things, I II oppoflt ion to alpha_ 
betic letters, or ch.tralfen of words, ought 
not to he joined \\ ith '1r<".,....-r. which denotes 
charaite rsof \\ or,h onl)'. E ccatiCe "tor" .. ;. ..... 
alway. denotu c1Hu,lflelS of til ing8, War
bartoQ. conduded thai 'Y(.,,,,,,,n. alway, de
noted c~crs of words. The conciulion 
is illogical. and tonlr.ldlfil'lry to on e of 
the r,,'I:'j!;Cl on which our whole knowledge 
of the !ubjeCt f e n S. 'II''fi )1 ..-.. , A,9."n""" 
'I'r~f't'&f"' ''''' ..... r ~TIOIf jreo'Y~_ ~,._, 
&c:. D iodorus.1. iu. c + l ouf. Dl'i.nel.cgae 
lion. b. iv. r. +, 

.. GonefU .Ii. '9. 
.. Porphrr. apod Simplk. i.a Anft." de 

Cool .. 

it-
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it ". That Babylon was immemorially governed by (;haldw.ans, a 

facerdotal caft or family; and that the authority of thofe Chaldzans 
was founded on their [uperior attainments, pJ.rticnlarly their Pl'O

£ciency ill aflronomy, is (aid to have been attefled by the concurring 

remains of AfTyrian hictory 1'. The Greeks too, fond as they were 

of afcrihing their f~ i ~ntilic improvements to Egypt, acknowledge 
then,fe!vcs indebtl!d to til.! Babylonians fot the vole, the gnomon, 

and the divifion of the d.lY into twelVe" hours"j inycntions which, 

with others of a like practical mture, CO~~I, fail to bc difrufed 
over remote cbuntrir.:s by a city t""rrying Clp ; " cxtf:llfi\'c traffic, 

and whore w:\rts fOHlld their WJY into Cr ~ '1Tlanyar,es before the 

waT of Troy H. Of the ir;gc'1iolls 1Dafluf'a(tures alfo, for which 

Bahylon continued to be renowned, enn un der the Pcrfiail yoke, 

many mull. have remounted to a very high an!iquil y , l"inee fourteen 

hundred and fifty years before Chrifl, the degllnt dyes urought from 

Arabi:t. were aJrcJ.dy employed in that city, wh-cn U the goodly 

BJbylonifh. garment" umrted the difhonefty of Achan, and over

came hi t:> fear of the Almighty, thereby occafioning his memorable 

punHhment in the mournful valley of Achor". Yet according to 

the manner in which ancient hiftory i~ generally unJerllood, after the 
£irfi glimpfes of the tower and city' above mentioned, not only 

thefe important monuments, but the whole Babylonian plai n dirap

pears from our fi ght for the fpa\:c of fixteen centuries, after which 

lapfc of time, Babylon again commands our attention itS the new 

capital of Affyria, upon the deftruClion.of Nineveh, a place de [..:: ribed 

in fcripturc nine cencurics before Chrift, in terms c<11clliated to excite 
our urmoft: curiofi(y. l 'h'ree hunJreJ years after this magnificent 
defcription of Nineveh, and fi.8. hundred years before the Chrifiian 

I ' Sen~. Nat. Qud\. L \'ii. ~. 3. Conr. 
An.tulin. ~I'\ld Fahric. Uil iloth. GI.t:C. 
J. iii . c to· p. 175 . 

H Strabo. ,I. i. r. 2!. -.nd 1. 1"i. p. ,62, 
II J::lerodot. I. i. c. iog. 

VOL. J. 

" Ibid. I. i. c. I, 

" J"Jhll.l, c vii. v. 21, Clfnf. 2 Sllmnd. 
c· xi" . v I~. Str.lbcI. I. lvi. P 139. and 
»rlln', Ahyffill l,t, ¥1,)1 i ". 574. 
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SEC T. zra t Bahylon was enriched, peopled. and enlarged by Ncbuchad .. 
CL_~I~I, __ .J' nezzar, even beyond the mea[ure of Nineveh itfelf, that ftu.pendous 

capjtal in which there were upwards affix fcore thoufand perfaos, inca~ 
pable of difceming' betwcen th~ir right hand and their lef[ 18. Is it yet 

paffible to give an account of what happen"cd in Babylonia in the in
terval of the fixteen centuries above mentionc(l, between its projected 

and un6niChed tower, and the wonderful aggrandifement by Nebu
chadnezzar of its moll ancient city, whofe rera, according to the no· 
lices rent by Alexander to Arifiotle, accords with the year 2234 bC4 
forc Chrift? This-qd'"efiion is important, for it cann'ot be imagined 
th:;tt the indllilry of Olao, equ4.lly ftubborn and audacious " , {hQulcl 
have neglelted for fixteen hundred years, a territory well known, and 

acknowledged to be the fineft" portion of Alia, though fitted accord
jng to circumflances, to be the mon productive of plains, or the moll 
frightful of deferts Si'. To anfwer this queRioD fully and clearly, 

would necefi"arily give birth to a n~w hinory of Affyria, for a care
ful meditation of all the authorities on record, have forced me on 
condufion5 different from thofe hitherto received, 1. concerning the 
foundation and extent of the empire of Ninus; 2: concerning the 
zra and fite of Nineveh, its firf\: capital; and 3. concerning the time 
and circumftances of its decline and downfall. In my cadeavour to 
iUuftratc tbis very exteniive fubject, (for the hiftory of Arabia and 

Etltiopia will be found elfentl.lly connected with that of AfTyria) the 

furefl notices of antiquity will be confirmed by rcafooa drawn from 
the unaltetable difpofitioD.·of nature. I therefore reqlleft the reader's 
attention to the following iliort account of the geography of Affyria. 

.. Jonah, ... iii. T. 3. and ... iv 'Y.I1. 

IT Ckndis xi .• -6. .. Let v.bultd 2 t:ity 
and tower whofe top may fUlch unto 
.beaven." The Lord filid •• , thit the people 
br.gin. ' to do~ IlDd naw nothing :wiU be reo 
Aramed from them whicb thq Jta,e iD}&litl:. 
ell to c1o,>' Compllre Hor-ut, Ode. ill. l.t. 

Audax lapni geDw.. 
pel'll. Crude mala gentibus i.o.tnlit-

. to 
Again 
Nil mortalibus arduuta d't: 
Coelum ipfum petimuf ftliitieia, h. 

~ Herodot.1. i. c. '78, r. iii. c. 92" 1. i, • 
c. 39. I. vii. e. ti3· l:onf. Jofeph. Antk. 
Jud. J. i. c· 7. and I. avl. c. fiaud 7. 

" Strabo. I. ii. p •• $'92. 

til 
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In ha complete ' lignification, that name comprehended two vaft 
tracts of territory, on oppoCite fides of the Euphratcs-; called in fcrip
ture, Aram beyond the Euphrates, and Aram on this fide the river!\G, 
To the former, the Greeks peculiarly applied the name of AtTyria; 
to the latter, for the fake of di(\inCtion, that of Syria 6' , Exclufively 
of Aram on this fide the river, Alfyria contained three divifion&; 
firft Mefopotamia, an appellation which taken literally, lhould com
prehend the {pace of {even hundred miles between the whole courfes 
of the Euphrares and Tigrit', from the Armenian mountains in which 
they rife to the Per !ian gulph into which, dur1lt the age of Alexan
der, tller Rill continued to How by feparate ch;nnels n. But the name 
Mefopotamia waS confined to the northern region, where t~e rivers 
diverge an hundred, ·and in fome parts two hundred miles a(under, 
uotil in their courie towards the fea, they contra£\" to the nearners of 
twenty miles in the vicinity of Bagdad, the great modern capital. 
From this narrow ifthmus, the fecond divifion of Affyria deriving its 
name Babylonia from andent Babel, extended three hundred miles 
to the Pcrfian gulph, never exceeding fourfcore miles in its breadth 
between the rivers. ~he third divifioD of Affyria was the projeQing 

ditlriCl beyond the Tigris, reaching to the foot of the Carduchian 
hills, and watered by the greater and lC,Ifer Zab~ the Diala, and the 
Mendeli. From thefe )ocai circumftances, this eaftern diftrid:, pro. 
perly named AtUf, was frequently qUed Melfene and Adiabene, 
Greek tranl1ations of Myrian worda, denoting a country, lying 
among 'rivers difficult of palfage 6

J
• It lrappened hOWCYef, tbat the 

.., Nehemhh, c. i, v. 7. 9, 2.,,$,,,muei viii, 
3, Conf. Herodot, ubi fupr"', ilnd Arri",n, 
J Tii. c , 7. 
~ The Jlatnu are tbtlS tlfed by Xenophon, 

Diodorus, Arnlln. and the whole feries of 
Greet. biltori.lni, The SYria.ns ~d Arrr 
rians, tbc-ugh rtgardc.d a5 one people born 
their a.greement inlangutge. in pen.lnS, aDd 
in mauucn (Heroloe, 1. .,ii. c. 6J.) yet ia-

babitcd di6'ercnt 6dcI of the Euphrates: 
and as we {hall (tie 'below, were urn com_ 
pletely reduced under one empire. by N,bu_ 
chadneuar. iiI: centuries beron: l.:hri/t. 

.. Neate-hui llpud &rllln, Indic, e· 40. 
&J Soidas in VOt. Adill.ben. Conf. Ste. 

phanu, de Urbibu\ in Voe. MelTene ~nd 
Adiabene, cum )lotis ad 1ot'Um.. ltdit. 
Berkd. 

H a ....m. 

SI 

SECT. 
U. 

L -._ , 
AITyria.caufc: 
of errol'S in 
its geogra
phr· 



SEC T. 
II. 

L %_ ...... 

-
PRELIMINARY SUIlVEY or 

f:tme term Mtjfone denoted alfo the n:.lrrowefl part of Babylonia, 

becaufe that invaluable {hip of land, the firft [I.:ene of entcrpri:£e, and 

firll f("'at of civiii7.ation, coo1pre(fed and defe.llC.led, as ir. was, by the 
Euphrates and Tigris, had alfo from immemorial antiquity been in

t\!rJeCleJ near the fite of the modem Bagdad by innumc:crable canals, 

feveral of which wore the appearance ot" great natural rivers 0.. In 

thtir wars for three centuries with the Pdrthians, the Romtlns ufually 

marched through the country called ~'\tur by the natives, by them

felves Aturia, and which, from the fimilarity of found, they ca»ly 

confounded with tbe more I.xtcnfive name of Aifyria ~I . Whil e this 

deceptiou made the Rumans dignify the IC.1fr important divifioll of 

Alfyria, with a name properly applicable to the whole, the terms 

M1fone and Adiabene made the Greeks under the Roman empire 

confound the fame northern difirid with the central and more cele

brated divHion, called properly Babylonia; and this conflux of errors 

from different faurces gave birth, as will be {hewn prefently, to 

ftrange mi.frcprefentation of ancient hiftary. Meanwhile it is mate
rial to remark that the! Affyrians and Syrians, though they had the 

Euphrates throughout for their acknowledged boundary, could really 

communicate with each other towards their northern frontier only . , 
where the river approaches ~he Mediterranean, until it is again re ~ 

pelled caftward by mount Amanus. Southward of this mountain, 

Syria extended four hundred miles along tbe Mediterranean coaft : 
the mean diftance of an hundred miles from the fea marked, and in_ 

delibly marks the region of fertility! all the vaR intenncdiate fpace 
between this limit and the Euphrates is occupied by inhofpitable aDd 
for the moil p:lrt impenetrable deferts u.X .. ~) 

... Herodnt.l. i . e 193· Xenopb. Anabas, 
I. ii. p. ~8j. Djodoru~ , L it e. ~6 Conf. 
Nabum. c. ii. v. 6 8 . 

t, Dion Ca1li1l5. I Ih·iU. e. 2a. He con" 
flder, Affyria and Atllria a, th~ fame wOnUJ 

djjferently pronounced. 

fd Strabo, I. xvi. p. i4«h "feq. Camp. 
Volney, Voyale en Syrie. The!c duen. 
were di~aly crall"ed hut once by an an:oy. 
that of Nebuehadnc%ur. u we 1haJ1 feo 
below. . 

Betor. 
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Before I proceed to relate the htR:ory of the Alfyrhns cl~nfiJlent1y 

wi-th thefe unalterable diftinClions in geography, it is neccff.lry to 

fiate in few words the received o~inions on the fuoje8:. I! is gene
rally {aid, then, that the empire of the Affyrians began before the 
days of Abram; that it extended over all · fouthern Afia j thJ.t 'its 

capital was i\ineveh in Aruf, the eaflern diftriCl beyond the Tigris; 

SECT. 
11. 

and that this capilal near the file of the modern MoCul, (ublified 

with the empire itfclf thirteen hundred years from the triumphs of 

Ninus and Semiramis to the voluptuous reign of Sardanapalus, who 
was ddlroyed b~' his provincial governors, Belefys the Babylonian 
and Arbacc8 the Mede, {even hundred anu fOfty-feven years before 

'- .. 
Rt.~,i,'ed 
nou nns of 
Afr"II.lU 
hlll :,1 y. 

the Chriflian :Era 61, Not to mention that the wonderful Ila.bilityof The two 

the dynafiy of NiDus during the [pace of thirteen hundred years, is Nmcvclh. 
incompdliblc with the varied revolutions in [outhern ACta during aU 

fucceeding periods, and thofe i\ubborn ca.ufes above explained, from 

which fuch perpetual \'icilIitudes have never ceaCed to flow, this early, 

extenfive, and Jurable monarchy is fo totally ioconliA:ent with the 

divided flate of th.e ancient world, as reprefented in facred and pro-

fane authors, that the great Newton and his few f()llowers in chro-

nology, are folicitous to reject the \"'hole fiory as fictitious, and to 

make the a::ra of Nineveh, as a feat of empire, begin about the rame 

time, that other chronologers have thought fit to €End it ct, Accord-

ing to this lefs exuavap;aot fyfiem. the firO: great Affyrian conqueror 

was Pull, who appeared in that lofty charaCter [even hundred and 

fcyenly-ooe years before Chrift, interpofing with a thong arm in the 

~ .. The ancient en\pire of the Affyrians 
which hold governed AIi.1 for J.bovo:: thll teen 
hundred yeJ. rs w.u d,(fo!ved on the death of 
Sarda,o"",a!ul.' 7+7 yt.ln beforc Chri!L" 
Pride ~ul Ul the Old altu New l'dbmcilt 
Con,neded. b. i. p, J .lod fueh is lhe gene. 

·rql1.lIl£uJ.ic of hillorians and chronologt rs 
fol.llldeJ on corrupt or fabulol,lS lills of the 
great kingf of Alia from Ninos to ArtaJ:er, 
:lU Mucmon. Thefe lifts were copied j" 

I 

th;l.t reign hy Ctdia~, and from him tr,mf· 
eriheJ by Cailor. Eu/ebIUS, and SyneeIJus. 
They cont<lin nOt ;t tingle n,lIne aSreeing 
widl that of o\oy of the Affyri.ln lings Inen. 
tioned ill Scripture. But Illnoric.ll argu' 
ments. mOft Irrefragable tll",n difeordancy 
of name~. toully dilpzoyc dIem. 

,6' Newton's Chronology fnllowed hy the 
authors of the Aneient Ulliverfal ~Ifl:ury. 
vol, iv. c. viii, P.3Io. and vol. ix. p, 3~2. 

affairs 
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affairs of Syria, and by the plenitude of power confirming the mur
derous Manakcm in the umrped .kingdom of Ifrael". But even 
this fyflem of Newton is invalidated.by the bell Gl'Cek hiftorianst 
an~ overthrown by the authority of Scripture, which defcribes 

Nineveh in the century 'before PUU with the fame charaClerillic 

majell.y in which that capital come. forward twelve hundred years 
before Chrifi: in profane authors, aa.~ city of wonderful extent, and 
more wonderful populou(nefs, and the feat of a mighty monarch, 
whore meafures of government were concerted in the council of his 
prlnces and minifters 70. That rueh a dominion fubfificd twelve 
hundred yean before Chrifl: at M ofnl, and uninterruptedly continued 
there for many following c~uturie5 is difproved by the firon gcfi 
evidence. Moful Rands within a hundred miles of Zobah or Nifibis" 
in northern Mefopotamia, whofe kings, inconfiderable potentate~ , 

fought in the eleventh century before Chrift againll Saul and David 
kings of Ifrael ; and were often defetllCd by tboCe illufirious Hebrew,. 
David in particular vanquHhed Haderezer king of Zo!)ah, wi(h great 
ilaughter, firipped bis fervams of their golden quivers, and not 
tati.s6ed with reto'Vering his own border' on the Euphrates, purfued 
the flying enemy homeward, and facked the cities Betah and Bero

thai 'a, place8 of little ftrength but confiderable commerce, Lince they 
contained, with other merchandize, vail: magazines of brafs 7l , a 
circumR:ance wel, mark.ing the country contiguoui to Nifibia, botb 
banks of the Trjgris in that neighbourhood abounding in copper 
mioes '\ feveral of which are wrought to the prefent day, panly for 

. 
It :J Kings. c \'9'. Tavtrnier, Lucas, Bernier. }a.ckron. ~c:. 
'" Jon:tb, iii. 3' and iv\ II. Conf NdlUm. l' I Samuel. c. xiv. v . 4-7. with Michaeli. 

c, iii, v.U, & feq, A. t9 tbe t.haraeterillic DoteS. 

.Qrcusn£ql.ncc nJpe.lting ~ine9'eh. in d~ ~ ,. I S .. muei. c, 'Viii, .. ,,,. and c. P • .,.. 18, 

tent of three day, journey. it will be lhe'l'l'D 71 Id. ibid. 
hereafter that the circuit of itS walls was 14 Denottd 'by the word },fed .... blch 
4-S0 A:adi~ wbich divided by ~ gives)6o gin. na.rn~ to many place, ilil.l\.~ ~ 
iadi", ~jbo~t '7 milu, jl'l'ccite1y the com~ Cllrdillan. See Jackro ... }burn", .&oar,. 
putCd day. joomey am!,ng the Oriental. in India in 1791. 
all agt~ COD,f. ,Strabo, 1, xyi. P. )37' and. 
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export.tion •. ~nd 'p,anly for fupply;ng lhe manufa8:erie. of .tho ro- SEC T. 
IL ccotly. populous ·DiarbeJ4r "... FrQm tbe ·near conneaion of NiCibis ~f.a_~. ___ ",. 

in locality with Morul, it is impoffi,ble that the former of thefe cities 

fliquld have long .maint~intd 'Wars ~ith the kings of Ifrae1 without 
rouling into action! at leaft '\ withbut bringing" into notice, 1he far 
greater power of MoCul, iIlh.t had really beeD til<: bead of a mighty 
empire. The great Ninoveh, therefore, could not -occupy die fire 
ufuallyaffigned to it; its fplendid coun and powerful garrifon .mull: 
have belonged to "a kingdc,in naturally fccluded by the defert above 
mentioned from r.h~ countries contiguous to the' Mediterranean fea.: 
nor doe~ it appear to have interfered. with thofe countries in 'war or 
government, until Pull , king of A{fy~a, quitting the pacific Syfte.m 
which had gov:erned me{\: of his predeceffors, conquered Nilibis or 
Zobah, Haran, Eden, 'with aU the neighbouring ftrong~hold8 in 
Armenia or Northern Mefopotamia" and thereby brought his ~i~ 
rious arms on the immediate ~tier8 of Syria J6. Of this greater: 
Nineveh, caned by the Greeks Ninus, mu'th is {aid in h~ftoryo' . It 

adorned the invaluable ifih,mus of Babylonia above ' defcri"bed, and: 
its pafiticn has been varioufly marked by the Euphrates and ,tltc 
Tigris, becaufe it occupied the banks of the great ' canal· betwe.en. ~ 
them 71. It was dift-ant above four hundred miles from the fertile 
rliftriCl of Nifibist and fecluded from it by the fmaller, as from S'yr!&. 
~y the greater defert. It was ·built by NiDUS, the firft great Affyrian 
conqu~ror, in the tear twe'lve hundred and thirty . ,before thrift. 
On the welt. its territories, were bounded by an, impenet(abJe ocean of . . 
r.nd: but to the eal! it fubdued, aDd go~rned for the fpace Qf five 

' ;. . ~J,ilr"bekir Wai" in 17~6. more populous the city of Diir~t-. bdides thor~'w1i~ pe
~an.~ny city ~n , thC! Tor:ki(h empin', nat ex- ri(hed in the neigMlQurillg villages." .Eton'i; 
~f.pt1tlg eithcr Ca.i~ .'.or' Oonllan~iJ?Op!e. It :Survey of the Tur"l;1t"h empire.: c. 'lit. '~. ~·6~ . 

. cQ'Dt.arned ~CX!1OOo Jnhabrunu. .. But, in .,.. 2 Kings, ~ :ryjij. iIlnd xix. Conf, Jfaiilll,. 
j,s,,. ,,.'C"'arft,s of'l~'R. '~youred aD the Vt- c .. uui. . 

.~ti6n· iJf tIi'C' turhfudailli :~un·t"''' and 77 Ca"nf. f!erodot. i. i ~ c, 9$. ·~il )Jift~ 
, ~oiiea,~a f~M;dll!; ei)i~ ~ 6c1ulcrs dOf, · l.ii. { • .J5.. " .... 
~;lrhicJl carrita of iod}o&.iP~iD. . .. . , 



PRELlMIN ARY SURVl:Y or 
SEC T. centuries, M edia, BJ.ll: ria , PerCis, and other provinces of Upp~r Ajia'l 
~ ... _~1.~_. _~J The confounding of this great capital with a city of hllm\,)!er fortun e 

hut much higher antiquity, has A:rangely perplexed the hiA:ory of 
what is called the fidl. great monarC'hy, or t.lther the lirfi great cm~ 

rire thac permanently eftabliChed the domi nion of nations o\'er 

nations, though that dominion was mllch lightened and mitigated, 

as we Oull fce, under Nioyas the fu ccdlor of t\ in us, and (cventecn 
J'acif1c princes that followed him. The two Ninev(' hs ale difl :n

guiChed from each ot her by n : ry c1c<l f c hara(l~rifl i t:s. The fi rft 

Ninevf'h was Luilt by AOlur upon hi .. rcrtlm'al fr om tt a: pb in (If 
Shinar, ane' if. d~fcrihcd as Ids conflller.Jhle th .tn OIher ci lic .. in it:. 

IleighhourheJod IP, It flood on the caRel'll hallk of the Tib: Iii three 
1lUnured miles above Babylon, at a place where the ri \,t.'r is mo.1: 

l' 'H _,., A .... HtrOOot. I. i. t · 9 ;. that 
is the coulltriei eaft of th e Euphrales; 
D ion!fi u.s cf H "lit :.lmaffus :11(0, A ntiq Ra
ttan. Ct c· .. thus 1imiL~ t he A ffyrian 
empire in pniril of fpace. A s to time: H e· 
roi:l.ottls [.Iy' t b e' A fry ri.ln$ KOYemed Upper 
Alia . s:10 years bnore the revolt of Ihe 
Medc'!. 'T his rl::y"lt , as ",ill appear fuUy 
b<,rc,ifttr, h" pr(ll~d 710 yeau before CllTifl; 
:H!d p o. :md t he fou nd~t ion of'the Alryri.ln 
e lllpi ,'~ will r~rllount w \hc year 1:130 b~forc 
C hrift. "fhi!> cate coincide, wi, b that g iven 
by Appi~n of Alcx:mdria ;n Proco" c. i;r: . 
Appian f.lrs "the Alfy, i'II1~ . Medes, and Pcr~ 
{h,,, goverm:d A li .. nint hundred ) e ,,.... '" he 
Ian DOirim "':11 fu,i " H O ycars bc1w'e: ChI ifi: 
:\dd tlli\ HI 9='0 :lm.l we th ol ll lIg:l.In hal'c 
" 30 ht.r. 'Ie: Cht in for 1I1e lICf'a c~e Alfy. 
r iau em pire. H eroJot u .. • notice, with refpdl 
both 10 the eIu;,nt :a nd the dur.u·on Gf lha.t 
emr1n , :u·c thU5 f onllrmttl by two M&orianl 
infal"r til none in point of , red it. Inde
pendently of this (onlir(l1io1.tion. hi. 3utllOrily 
'm :lY r.fely be relied on in matters f<! im· 
pOt-I;Jl.bt to him 1I~ tbe d:ne anJ d,)ffl;nion.s of 
:In em pire. of ';II hieh he " 'ro\c tll e hillory. 
Vid. Herodnt. e. i . I. ,c6. :and 184-0 H em
~ttU' .. Ai"yr.ifn Hillory j, alluded to by 

A r;flotle in h; ~ Hi'lury •. r A n; 1I.lb. 1. \,i,;. 
c . I R. In fi~~!,in1: (If lir.h \\1111 "Ot>!,~ J 

hi1l\, .. ",hidl Il('VH dl inl. .. ' the phlJ" joplJcr 
obfe rvu,lhat Ihi .. peetll •• nt) 11'.\\ unkn. ,\\,lIto 
Hcttltlntus. wh o Jcferibc~ the .mgtlri.lI c:aj:ih.· 
::IS drinking, in hi~ f\.:.LITJ,tive o! Ihe t'll.tng u f 
Nineveb. In M (' . lmu~'~ editIon (II d Ie 
. , H lfiory of A nimJ1s " now h:Jore me, he 
adopts the enoneom reading of .. Hefmd ill ' 
Read of HeroJ,,!u. " \Y .. " 1i ~ 1i d .m 11:1: 
ton~n ~ Or, .\ <I uefiiol\ nilt Ill< H: dceifi,,', 
coulJ H elind leI.lte an t9cnt long poner ior 
to' Jlis own 3j.;e ? I :Iud 0111:: remal k f.1.r lher 
bcc;"illfc it appellrs to ' m'! of jlllport;mce. 
He~otus' dlrcuolo!":) i$ not only conliRtnt 
with Scrl rture, but tend. to increafe our 
reyerener fOC'" the pmphecy therr ('unccrning 
the A tI,.ri.lll' IHl yean befurc Chri lt. ~ee 
Numhe~. e. XlIV . Y. n. In tLi, pa.lTdge 
the t ;lptivity a.nnounced under the All'y,·ians 
would he Icf. marvclloQ~ if "their dominion 
( ru 'commonly f.tid) h,ld :llrc:uly tubMed 
Il:any centuriu ovc:: r all Ali:t. H.yd ~t 
bccn the toUe. it wa' tOi fy to (orc(c'e- ·that :t 
powenW. n~lron Ylould he earr <ttl ~~ ita 
rehdliou. "att,is. 

1, Genefl" e. x. Y. I J. and' 12: in M.;l"'h ... IiJ;' 
Tranllat ioD. ' 

cODveniently 



Al.-t.X.uIDER'S CONQUESTS. 5' 
..,n •• niontly crolfed. lIB locality i, marked by Mor"I, the bridge SEC T. 

or paiT4ge, tbe name of a city {iDee built on the oppqfite or weA:ecn Jul' " 

bank:. and is nill further confirmed br great mounds of eanh indi- .. 
cating, according t.o trjlveUers of good authOlity .", (he remains of 
ancient buildings. From the convcDicncy of paffing the Tigris in 
its neighbourhood, this Nineveh became earl?, a place of cont'i.derable 
traffic, and as. a commercial eity, it remained to the reign of Cll.u ... 
dius the Roman emperor". ' But Nineveh, ra}fed anet fortified by 
Ninus in the great Babylonian plain, was deftiDed to a far £horter 
though incomparably more brilliant cxiftence: fince it was founded 
{even hundred years later, and was totally demolilhed h fix centuriCI 

befor.e Chrifi. When the Afi"yrians, under Ninus. became eKtenfi1'e 

conquerors, they built, according to ACiatic m.a.xiIDS, this their great 
firong-hold and capital in the dillriCl bell caleulated for futh prodi-

gies of archite6ure and populoufnef! a8 Nineveh. BabyloD. and 
after them SeJeucia, CteGphon. and Bagd~d: fuccefiive (Uts of em-
pire, which, as will be explained hereafter, arofe Dot 6sw.auRly Oll 

the ruins, but literally from the materials of each other. 
Having removed geographical difficulties, founded 00 tnifconcep ... Completioa 

• d d h h I' I d I' ofN •••• • hOB ·an perpetuate t roug neg 1gence, procee to cx.p am the C()~eA:"-. 
tranCaaiont of the Affyrians and of the principal nationl c:onneCled ~eTeot:Dtel 
with them either in war or in commerce. For the fake of gr~ater B.C. 12,,0. 

perfpituity, ~nd that the cbronnlpgy of fubfequent eventl may be 
refcrrtd to a precife and important zra, I begin with the reign of 
NiDUS. Many centuries before that ~nqueror. the virgin foil of 
Alia, new and wann from the hand. c\ nature, is reprefented as 
teeming with men and animals ". The "ail central plain. invirioS' 
to agri .. iltun and a rettled life, abounded witb well cultiv.>tod fidd .. 

.. J>eB" Val1t. 'Nit.,.hr. lee. 
I, Tadtua,. ~~. I, ..... tl, e. 13' "..1). 50. 

Hi, upn:lion; "f'et1iikis.a"a:tcdes AJ'yric are 
_ ...... 1, .Pl'Ii"' .... "'.laa. r .... 
-J>id> 11\> "'iaodi~~"" 
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