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In the uniform belief
of their fubjeéts, they were the accountable vicegerents of heaven,
and the fceptre dropped from their hands, whenever they infringed
the facred obligations, under which they held it. Through the
eminent abilities, the obflinate firuggle, and the ultimate and com-
plete difcomfiture of the Roman, as well as the Athenian tyrants,
the martial fpirit of both nations was raifed to the highelt pitch ;

gion of the times oppofed to their tyranny .

and in both alike, the enthufiafm for military glory accompanied
the enthufiafin for liberty . The obje& of their fond wifhes,
both of them acquired beyond all other citics in the world ; though
their roads to grandeur and renown became widely different from
their total diffimilarity, in point of local circumftances and neigh-
bourhood. Athens, furrounded by flates brave and politic as her-
felf, made conquefts abroad; and in the zenith of her greatnefs,
afferted dominion over far remote coafts, and a thoufand maritime
republics. But her diminutive territory, at home, afforded not any
firm baflis on which empire could reft ; whereas the Romans firft
conquered the nations of Italy around them, and thence from that
central peninfula, the folid citadel of their power, extended their
triumphs on all fides, until the whole of the Mediterranean fea was
inclofed within their iron frontier.  Yet, notwithftanding this
diverfity of fortune, the maxims and revolutions of the two ftates,
exhibit fuch a ftriking refemblance as renders the hiftory of the one
a perpetual commentary on that of the other.

In comparifon with other nations of antiquity, the prominent

. chara&eriftics of both Greeks and Romans confifted in the law of

monogamy '°, and in the zeal for civil liberty, From the former of

" thefe

1 Thucydid. in Proem. Ariftot. Politic,
paflim. Montefquieu, Efprit des Loix. 1. xi,
c. 1t. totally miltakes the nature of thefe
revolutions.

" A df 8 xara iT pover al\g TOAAXXH 7
imyvei wo 151 xempe owasmor, &c. Herodot,
1. v. ¢ 78, This puflage, artefling the

2

military energies infpired by liberty, is the
text on which Livy cxpatiates, in his fecond
book throughout.

® Eve avdon plag yuvings tuxuy, wd. Petit,
de Leg. Attic. p.35. From two paffages
of Livy, the one corrupy, the other rheto-
rical, Vico, Neapolitano, and D’Uni, (Della

ﬁl tta~
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thele fources flowed that eatly inflitution, and that propiiety of
domeltic manners, which diftinguifhes, in modern times, the fubjeéts
of Europe from the flaves of Afia. Confuls were in Rome, what
thearchons had been in Greece. The Tribunes in the one country,
correfponded to the Ephori in the other. Uncontrouled powers had
belonged to the Grecian Alymnetz ™, before they were conferred
on the Roman Dicators. In the Patricians of Rome, it is eafy to
recognile the Eupatride of Greece™; while the Equites of the for-
mer country bear a firiking analogy to thofle noble bands of Grecian
youth, employed by the magiftrates in matters requiring celerity ™
and difpatch, and, who ferving on horfeback in proof of their here-
ditary opulence, were always ready to defend the ftate againft foreign
enemies, and the government againft domeflic infurgents ®.  To fay
all in one word, fuch was the aflinity between the two nations, that

even the municipal laws of the Greeks, were early borrowed by the

Romans, and embodied in their jurifprudence’
With fuch congeniality of charadter, their tranfallions alfo afford

very remarkable parallels, In their refpe@ive hiftories, we find alike

cittadinanza Romana) and other fanciful
writers, have inferted that martiges, efla-
blifhing certainty with regard to the off-
.pring, the duties of cducation, &c. could
be contradted only by Patriciins fo called,
a patre ciendo, that i, as they explain the
words, fiom being able to name their fa-
thers. But Homer wonld have taught them
thut they fhould have faid from being
able to boalt their fathers’ wirtves. The
etymology, befides, is denied by Dionyfius,
1. ii. p. 83. and indeed by Livy himflf,
4l P.ytreg certe, =0 honore; Panicigue
progenies eorum appellata,”  Tit, Liv. L i,
c.'8. Conf. L s. c. R,

# Ariftnt. Politic. 1. iii. ¢. 1 4.

* The prerogatives of the Roman Patri-
cians are comprifed in the old Athenian
law, Evratadac paoxuy Ta tua, xm waergar
agxorras, xas youwr Sdaoxedss oo, s ewn xes

fsguy sEryrras. © It belongs to the Enpatride
to perterm the tites; and interpret the
omens of 1igion, to teach the laws, and
to bear magiltracies.”

* The Equites were originally called
Celeres, a word denoting their primary
fun&ions, (Plin. Nat. Hill. I xxxiii. ¢. 2,)
and evactly qiccording with thewr office in
Greece 8ce Hiflory of Ancient Gieece,
€. XXViile

¥ Ariltot. Palitic. I. iv. & paffim. Compare
the account of Cinadon’s confpiracy, Hitory
of Ancwent Grocce, c. xxviii

*» Dionylias, 1. x. p. 681. Tit. Liv,
I il c. g1, Tacitus Aunal. L ik ¢ 29.
Strabo, 1. xiv. p. 642. & Piin. Nae. {lift.
). xxxiv, c. 5. The twelve tables were pro-
muigated, U.C. 302. B. C. 452. Heimo-
dorus of Ephefus aflifted in the work.
Pompon. de Origin. Juris, &c.
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haughty * proceedings of the Eupatride and Patricians, immediate-
ly after the abolition of kings, whole facred office had ferved in
both countries, as a fecurity and pledge, that the people fhould not
be treated with infult, nor thc nobles with injuftice™, Yet from
the deftru&ion of Tarquin, a period of three hundred and fixty-one
years pafled away before any diffentions between the Patricians and
Plebeians terminated in blood *': and fo {irmly had the foundations of
domeftic manners been eftablithed under the fix preceding kings,
that two hundred and fixty years elapfcd, before any woman in
Rome publicly feparated from her hufband **.  lnno country in the
world were crimes lefs frequent, or punifhments lefs fevere. The
aread of admonition from a magiftrate long ferved for a2 moft effica-
cious reftraint **; fo acute was the fenfe of fhame, and fo awful the
reipe& for government, deemed effential to the nature of man, be-
caufe indifpenfable to his exiftence in community. Habituated to
fuch feelings, the Romans were quickened in the purfuit of great-
nefs by the aflive emulation of two annual confuls, and the ardent
competition between two orders in the flate, the Patricians friving
to maintain the pre-eminence which they enjoyed, the Plebeians
firugpling to merit the equality to which they alpired : and the fame
political arrangements, under which a people lefs difciplined by
morals, would have fluCtuated between cruel tyranny and bloody
fedition, fecured, to this illuftrious nation, equality of freedom at
home, and abroad confolidation of empire.

Few readers are altogether unprepared on the {ubje& of Roman
warfare in Italy : fewer flill entertain clear or 'corre® notions con=

* Conf. Dianyf. I x. p. 632. & feq. and
Hiltory of Ancient Greece, c. 13. Dein
fervili impenio. Patres Plebem exercers,
Saluft, Fragment.

* Ariftot. Politic. 1. #. ¢. 10,

7 See in Livy, l.iv. ¢ 9. 1o. the con-
traft between the impaflioned and fanguinary
Ardeans, and the difciplined moderation
even of the Romap populace.

* The firlt divorce happened U.C. 520,
Vid. Sigonii ‘d¢ Antlq. J&r. Civil. Rituns
L g @ p5ic

» Conf. Tit. Liv.l x. ¢, 9. and Aulug.
Gelliuk, 1. xv. ¢. 11. ' The fole fan&ion of
the Valerian law, gonfified in the declara-
tion, that he, who violated it, would act amifs,
Tit. Liv. ubl, fonra.

cerning



FROM ALEXANDER TO AUGUSTUS.

cerning it. For this purpofe it would be neceffary to caft an eye on
the oations by whom Rome was {urrounded ; and to examine her
tranfadtions with thefe nations feparately and fucceflively, fo that
preceding events may throw light on thofe that follow them. In
profecuting this new mode of Roman hiftory, it will be proper alflo
to advert to the refults of military fuccefs, on the incieafe and embel-
lithment of Rome, and on the extenflion, improvement, and fecu-
rity of its territory : from the diftin& view of which particulars,
my readers will be enabled to cftimate the progrefs of the Romans,
in arts as well as arms, when, at the clofe of Alexander’s reign, they
firlt came into conta&t with the inhabitants of Magna Gracia, and
thereby fall within the limits prefcribed to the prefent hiftory.
Befides, their brethren in Latium, and the Tufcans who poffefled
the oppofite bank of the Tiber, the Aqui lived more inland
towards the north of Rome, and the Volfci on the fouth, inhabiting
relpeQtively the rough and intricate vallies around the Anio, and the
Liris, Beyond the Zqui on one fide, and beyond the Volici on
the other, the Sabines and Samnites held more extenflive domains.
The Samnites, who became the more powerful of the two, were
colonies of Sabines; both nations defcended from the Olci, and
fpoke the ancient Ofcan tongue *; and both were the founders
of various f{maller communities, which divided by mountains or
rivers, and defended by rude walls, occupied and deformed many
inland diftri@s, while the neighbouring coafts were cultivated and
embellithed by Tufcans and Greeks. Of the two feas encom-
paffing Italy, the weftern received the name of Tufcan, and the
eaftern is faid to have been called the Adriatic from Adria, a Tufcan
colony *. * The Tulcans, indeed, very anciently cultivated the ex-
tenfive plains betwecn the Alps and Apennines, the Po, and the
Rubicon. 'Their firft fettlements, however, fhould feem to have
been formed on the cppofite fide of the peninfula, in the country

Stravo, I v, p. 233 # Tit. Live L ve ¢ 33

- flill
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flill bearing the name of Tufcany ™. In this diftri& bgtween the
Tufcan fea and the Apennine, they built twelve cities, shich in
procefs of time planted the eaftern fide of the mountain, with 2s
many colonies, extending to the Hadriatic, and hnally occupying
the whole of the adjacent coaft, except the little corner manfully
defended by the Veneti ; a name, which local fituation perpetuated to
modern times in the long illuftrious Venctians, Not contented with
fuch ample pofleflions in the north, the Tufcans in their profperous
days ufurped the Campania, that valuable fouthern plain immediately
contiguous tuv the Latin fhoie, comparatively {mall in extent, but
peculiarly alluring in point of climate, fertility and beauty . In
this delightful diftri&, the Tufcans likewife eftabliftied twelve colo-
nies, of which the principal was Vulturnus, afterwards called
Capua **. But notwithftanding the amplitude of their territories,
their military power had ceafed to be formidable even in the fuft ages
of Rome. At the time when Romulus occupied that fironghold,
arts, rather than arms, formed the main purfvit of the Tufcans.
They. were a commercial and ingenious pcople, refembling the
Greeks in their tafte for mufic and dancing, for painting and
fculpture : while their pompous magnificence, voluptuous luxury,
and worfe than Afiatic effeminacy *, well accord with the charac-
teriftics of the Lydians, their reputed anceftors®. Their confe-
deracy had become extremely inadequate even for the purpofe of
defence ; and their thirty fix cities, governed by as many kings,

* Livy fays of them ¢ in utrumque mare
vergentes incoluere urbibus duodenis terras,
prius cis Apenninum, ad inferum mare;
poltea trans Apenninum totidem, quot capita
otiginis erdnt, coloniis miflis; que trans
Padum ompja loca, excepto Venetoinm
angulo, ufque ad mare tenuere.” L v. ¢. 33,
‘The firlt {ettlements of the Tufcans thus lay
between the Mare Inferum and the Apen.
,nine, they afterwards croffed the mountain,
and plagted colonies around the ®& But

Cluverius fays, on the contrary, * Hi igiwur
antique illius Hetruriz Circumpadanz fucre
fines ; ex quibus poflea in novam inter
Apenninum et Mare inferum Hetruriam
totidem colonias dedukcrunt.’” Vid. Chluver.
Ital. Antiq, . ii. p. 434.

3 Polybius, L it ¢, 17,

# Tite Liv. 1. iv. ¢, 3%

* Athenzus, l. xii. p. 517.

¥ Jultios §, x% c© 1.

called
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called Lucomons , will appear to have becn anxious, each for its
particular fafety, taking a very faint concern in the affuirs of its
neighbours.

Under fuch circumftances of ancient Italy, a country, exhibiting
ftrength void of art in fome parts, and opulence without union in
others, Romulus was firft engaged in war through the expedient by
which hisfubje&s had been collelted, and among whom, the num-
ber of males greatly predominated over that of females. This gave
occafion to the well known exploit, called the rape of the Sabines,
though Latin and Tufcan women, ftill nearer neighbours to Rome,
had flocked to fee the games of Neptune, and thereby expofed
themfelves to the rudenefs of compulfory wedlock; for Romnulus
adminiftered to the Romans, and the damfels whom they refpectivelyv
{eized, the elements of fire, bread or rather grain, and water,
emblems employed in thofe days to denote the indiffoluble commu-
nion of married life™. To the relatives of the detained women,
enraged at violated holpitality in {o flagrant an outrage, he allcdged
the plea of political neceflity, and the primeval inftitutions of Greece,
according to which it was dcemed more decorous™ in females
to fabmit to manly force, than to pronounce a blufhing confent. 1In
contempt of {uch juftifications, the neighbours of Rome took arms.
The Romans checked their irruption ; drove them into diforderly
flight ; and Romulus, with his own hand, flew their leader, king of
Cenina, a city, it 18 uncertain, whether of the Latins or Sabines.
Upon this, and a fecond vi&tory over the Latin city Antemna,
Romulus led back his atmy exulting in fuccefs, and finging rude ex-
temporary verfes, to the praife of his fkill and valour. He then
entered the ¢ity cloathed in purple, and crowned with laurel, pre-
ceded by priefts, and followed by foldiers. Public gratulations
hailed this victorious proceflion, Sacrifices to the gods were accom-

7 Lucomones reges furg Tufca lingua,  * Dionyf. Halicarn, 1 ii. p 95
cervins ad Eneid. L . 8 Tais ywiadt imParegrgors Lds b
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panied with joyous entertainments ; and during this mixed folemnity,
deftined, in procefs of time, to fwell into all the pomp of Roman
triumphs, Romulus conveyed to the Capitoline hill the fpoils of the
king of Cienina, his proftrate rival, and confecrated them to Jupiter
under his tie of fpoil-bearer; to whom he afterwards raifed a
temple whofe veftiges could be difcerned with reverence even in the
age of Auguftus*. This temple, the firft germ of the renowned
capitol, was deftined for the reception of the fpolia opima, the fpoils
ftripped by Roman commanders frouf the bodies of adverfe generals;
an honour not leflened to Romulus by frequent participation, f{ince
the fpolia opima were only twice confecrated, from the death of that
prince to the diffolution of the commonwealth *, after mumerous
battles, and almoft as many viories.

Under her firft king, Rome conquered feveral cities of the Latinsg
and Tulcans, and incorporated within her own walls a confiderable
portion of the Sabines*. Numa, the fecond king, reprobated the
encroachments of ambition. He ere¢ted a temple to Good Faith;
and his example concurred with his precepts towards imprefling the
falutary conviltion that juftice is eflential to piety. His mild yet
firm {way anticipated the wifh of the virtuous Plato; and while
populous and powerful nations were a prey to defpotifm ar anarchy,
a {mall community on the banks of the Tiber fourithed under the
paternal care of a philofopher on the throne. The influence of
Numa’s virtues extended to neighbouring ftates, Thofe who had
been rivals and enemies celebrated his well earned praife 3 and the
fpirit of jult government, diffufing itfelf like a mild zephyr from
Latium, foftened into amity the furrounding commonwealths. To
propitiate the gods rather by fanity of manners ¥ than. hy rich

offerings,

# Dicnyf. Halicara. 1. ii. p. 102 over Britomarus king of the Gauls. -Plut.

# Tit. Liv. L. i. ¢. 10« The fecond fpolia in Marcello. s
opima were pained by Cornelius Coffus over  + Dionyfius, 1. ii. & Tit, Liv. 1. i
Tolumnius king of the Veientes. Id.l.iv.  # Dionyfius, L ii. p. 123. & Plutarch in

¢ 19; the third, by Claudivs Marcellus Numa. Numa reje@ed all traditionsand all
P ceremonies
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offerings, to till or plant the ground, and to rear lawful children,
occupied the central ftates of ltaly for the fpace of forty-three years;
during which period it was never once neceflary to open the temple
of Janus. To this myflerious perlonage, whofe reformation of
mankind from favagenefs into civility, was typificd in his double
countenance *', a temple bad been dedicated by Romulus, Numa
completed this temple, and adopted it as a fit emblem of war and
peace ; of war when cpen, of peace when thut: under which latter
circwnflance, the territory of Rome was cultivated not more from
neceflity, than an emulation of induftry. Eaeh citizen could call a
ligtle “* lot of land his own.
main divifion of Romans *.

Hufbandmen thenceforth continued the
Other branches of labour were encou-
raged in proportion to the profit, or even pleafure, which they
afforded. 'The fmith, carpenter, weaver, and tanner adminiftercd to
coarfer wauts ; and already, in the reign of Numa, the more refined
trades of the dyer, the gold{mith, and the maker of mufical inftru-
ments were ereted into feparate corporations, enjoying appropriate
halls, emblems, and feflivals ¢/,

- 1u the reign of Tullus Hoflilius, fucceflor to Numa, the preten-
fious of Alba, long the chief city of the Latins, were overthrown by
the iffue of the well known combat between the Horatii and Curiatii 5
a tranfaflion in feveral of irs circumftances ftrongly marking the
diftin€lion between heroic and barbarous manners *.  But notwith~

# Manners are barbarous when crimes are
committed ewantonly, viewed unfeelingly,

¢eremonies derogatory to the gods, and
thereby detrimental to man. He thus re-

fined the mythology of Homer, as was after-
whrde dode by the Pythagoreans. See Hif~
tory of Apcient Greece, ¢.xi. From this
coincidence in theelogical reformation arofe
the’ hnhthronifm Rigmatized by Livy, 1. i.
c. 18, «ffmakmg Numa a fcholar of Pytha«
goras, who lived 100 years after him,

# Macrob. Sdturnalia, 1. c. 7.

¢ Two Roman jugera, equal to acres
1.236: that is, to five-fourths of an Englith
acre, .
# Pl Nat. Hit. L xviii. c. 34.
# Plutarch in Numa.

4P2

and either horridly avenged, or allowed to
pafs unchallenged.  The reverfe of all this
appears in Dionyfius, 1. it. p. 151. See the
affeéting prelude tp the combat ; the agita-
tions and tears of the kinfmen ; the refiltiefs
tranfports of the love-fick Horatia burfiing
the reftraints of her well difciplined modefly :
the @tern patriotifm of her brother; his
evizdue, or confidence in” his own dire fedl-
ings, of which the propriety, on fuch un oe-
cafion, was recognized by the father of Ho-
ratia and himfelf, and by the king who ex~
piated thc murder.

flanding
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ftanding the demolition of Alba, and the c¢onverfion of its inhabitants
into Romans, wais were often rcnewed with the Lating, as well as
with the Sabines and Tuicans, in confequence of the law of nations
then preveirnt in Ttaly, By a ufeful fiction of modern lawyers,
Kings are {aid never to die; amidil the perithing fluctuations of their
perfons, in their oflicial capacity they are-immortal ; and the rights
and obligations of cach prince are thus tranfinitted intire to his fuc-
ceffors. But the neighbours of ancient Rome, not acknowledging
this maxim %, rcje@ed the fupremacy, firft of Ancus Martius, and
afrerwards of Tarquinius Prifcus. 'The former of thefe princes,
grandion te Numa, and heir to his virtues, armed for a jult defence,
and terminated a long and complicated war by refults moft beneficial
to his country. The Viientes ceded to Rome the property of the
Mefian foreft ; the remoteft communities of Sabines acknowledged
the fuperiority of Roman valour : Ancus extended his frontier to the
fea ; and near the mouth of the Tiber, conftrufled the fafe harbour
of Oftia. To fecure the navigation ** of that river, he fortified the
Janiculum, an cminence on its weftern bank ; and this eighth, as it
may be deemed, and loftiet ** of the Roman hills, was joined to
mount Palatine by a wooden bridge. To the new citizens, chiefly
Latins, whom bis viCtories brought to Rome, Ancus afligned dyvell-
ings on mount Aventine. Mount Cazlius was inhabited by ‘Albans :
the Palatine and Capitoline hills had been already oecupied refpec-
tively by Romans aad Sabines*. Upon the death of Ancys:Mar-
tius, his fucceflor, Tarquinius Prifcus,. was involved-in a mew war,
The incurfions of his enemies were reprefied, their acmics driven
from the field, many-of their cities taken, and chaflifed with different
meafures of feverity according to the obftinacy of their.refiftance,
The Latins, having wholly fubmitted; became auxiliaries th Tanquin
in reducing the rebellious communities of Tufcans: namely, thofe

; ﬁni?fy:ulsé 51: iii, p. 186, ;1;:;:‘: .any of the feven hills on the oppofite

s The Janiculum rifes 260 feet above the  ** Dionyf, ibid.
level of the Tiber, that is, yoo feet higher
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firft eftablithed in Italy on the weftern fide of the Apenuine; and
both' Latins and Tufcans followed ‘the-ftandard & Rome in her re-
newed hoflilities with the Sabines, and in the courfe of five years
compelled that warlike people to accept the fame conditions of peace,
by which themiclves were bound *,

Such a tide of profperity was celebrated by triumphs at Rome,
and commmemorated by public monuments. As embiems < ¢ his {u-
premacy, Tarquin received from the Tufcans a golden crown, a
{ceptre of 'ivory, bearing an eagle on its fumuit, and a throne of
the fame rare material.  'The oftentatious Tufcans, pompous even
in their flattery, picfented him alfo with a purple tunic embroidered
with' gold, and a robe of royalty rivalling the Cundys worn by the
great kings of the Eaft, together with twelve fafces, reprefenting the
allegiance of their twelve fubje& coinmunities **, The fenate and
people of Rome confented that Tarquin thoudd aflume thefe badges
of grandeur, which were retained by fucceeding kings, and even by
the Roman confuls, who rejected only the golden crown and varie-
gated robe of royalty, as ornaments too proud and invidious *'.

A man of Corinthian extra&tion, brought up amidft the arts of
JTulcany, and carefully inftru@ed by his father in thofe of Greece,
might be expeted to employ the wealth acquired by conqueft in
works 'of ufeful magnificence. 'Wonderful were the exertions of
Tarquin for improving the ftrength, the beauty, and the falubrity
of.. Rome. The four hills rudely inclofed by preceding kings (for
the Quirinal, Vimingl, and Efquiline were taken in by his fucceflor
Servius Tullius), he furrounded with a regular and complete wall,
cempofed, it is faid, of fones, forming, many of them, a cart’s load.
He cenftruéied the Cloaca maxima, deftined to carry in a broad fub-
tereaneah ftreans the filth of the city into the Tiber *. IHe adorned

the
# Dionyf. 1. iii. p. 184 & feg. % Strabo, 1. v. p. 235. & Plin. 1 xxxvi.
% Dionyf. ibid. . . ¢. 24. The Cloaca wus repaired under the

$ Conf. T, Liv, 1. i» ¢.8. & L.ii. ¢. I, 1ecpublic at the expence of toco talents.

& Dioayf, ubi fupra. Diony[ 1. iii. p. 200, Tt was again repancd

by
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the Forum with clegant porticoes ; and, afpiring in all things to rival
the magnificence of Greece, ere@ed on a plain between the Palatine
and Aventinc lills, a regular and {pacious hippodrome, which, under
the name of Circus, far furpaffed its model the hippodrome of
Olympia. Tarquin approached his cighticth year, and commenced
in this advaaced life the noblefl of all his works, During his obfli-
nate war with the Sabines, he had vowed temples on the Capitoline
hill to Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva; but as Terminus and Juventas,
the god of boundarics and the goddefs of youth, who had already in
that place chapels ere&ed Lo them, 1clufed to 1gfign their feats -7 even
to Jupiter himiclf, Le inclofed the mantions of thefe inflexible divi-
nitics within the precinéts of his new architeQural undertaking, of
which he traced the plan, aod laborioully formed the vaft fubterra-
His grandfon, Tarquin the Proud, carried on the defign,
The capitol of Rome
ftood like that of Corinth on an eminence, though far lefs command-
ing **; and contained within its walls three paralle]l temples, that of
Jupiter occupying the middle or moft honourable place. This enor-
mous pile of building, which extended 1840 Roman feet in circuit,
was burnt amidft the civil wars of Marius and Sylla. Enriched with
the fpoils of Alia, Rome rebuilt the capitol, and adorned it with a
profufion of coftly ornaments, but neither altered its primary form,
nor increafed its original dimenfions *

nean bafe.
which was completed in the 3d Confulate.

Ly Agrippa under Auguftus. Ovid. Falt. above the level of the Tiber : the Pakatine,

1. iv. v. 401. & Strabo ubi fupra. It is now
choaked up and negle&ed, and its mouth cnly
1o be feen when the Tiber is low.

% The obftinacy of Terminus was cone
firued by the augurs into an omen, * that
the boundaries of the commonwealth fhoutld
never recede; and that of Juventas, tha
Rome fhould ever fourifh in yonthful vigour.
Livy, l.i. ¢.. 55 refers this tranfa@jon to
the reign of Taiquin the Proud. Dionyfius,
Liv. p. 259. is {ar more worthy of being
followed. ..

# The Capitoline hill now rifes 118 feet

133 ; the Calian, 125 ; the Efquiline, 154
the Aventine, 117 ; the union of the Quui-
nal and Viminal in Diogdetia’s baths, 141 :
the,top of mount Japiculum, pear thy Villa
Spada, 260. Bee Philofuphical Tranfa&ions,
vol. dlvin part fi:Aor gear'ty23 But the
hills of Ramg haye bfcn deprefied fqu;d its
vallies clevated through frequent dilapida-
tions ofsthe ciry. , 2 .

9 Plin. L xxxvj. c. 24. Conf. Tacit. Hif+
tor. 1 iv. ¢. §3. Even under the emperors,
all admired, valtam aggeris {patium et fub.
ftru@tiones infanas Caputolii.  Plin. ibid.

Tarquinius
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Tarquinius Prifcus, after a reign of thirty-eight years, was fuc-
ceeded by his fon-in-law Servius Tullius, who, from the caufe above
explained, which armed the neighbours of Rome on the acceffion of
every new king, had to begin his adminiftration with hoftilities
againft the Tufcans and Latins. The former people, being ftripped
of part of their lands, renewed their fubmiffions ; and the latter,
after repeated defeats in war, were more completely fubdued by
policy. In emulation of the Amphi&yons in Greece *, Servius re-
quired the Latins to build’a temple at Rome on mount Aventine,
and to fend thither annual deputies from their feveral cities, that they
might worlhip their common gods, commemorate their common
origin, adjuft their mutual differences, and concert fuch meafurcs as
beft fuited the general intereft. By thus aflembling at Rome, the
Latins all acknowledged that city for the centre of their union and
their capital; and the name of Latin, as Servius had forefeen, came
gradually to be loft in the more honourable apellation of Roman,
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By fifty new laws, this wife prince reftrained the commiffion of His new

wrongs, and enforced the obligation of contradts. He communicated
the rights of citizenfhip to cmancipated flaves, repelling the objec~
tions of pride and cruelty, by afferting it for the prerogative of good
government to {mooth rather than exafperate the harth inequalities
of fortune. To flaves themf{elves, he communicated the privileges of
religion, built for their ufe wooden oratories on the crofs-ways, and
allowed them to celebrate in common the feftival of the Compitalia *.
To accommodate the new citizens, whom his mild policy had created,
he joined the Quirinal, Viminal, and Efquiline to the mounts already
inclofed, and thus completed the city of the feven hills. Rome, as
thus enlarged, is likened to Athens in extent. The comparifon is
not exad, for Athens meafured cighteen miles in circuit; and the

walls of Rome, only fourteen miles, even when the Campus Mar-

& Dionyf, L. iv.%p. 213. ¢ Dionyf. p. 213. & feq.

Laws.
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tius had been taken in by Aurelian®. But long before the age of
that emperor, fp'\cmus fuburbs, as we [hall {ee, had arifen on all fides,
exhibiting from their near contiguity to Rome, and each other, the
appearance of one immenfe and endlefs city.

In confequence of the enlargement of Rome, Servius deemed it
the more neceflary to keep an exaét account of its refources. For
this purpofe, he availed himfelf of the divifions, already madc, of the
city into wards, and of the country into diftriéts. The wards, he
raifed from the number of three to that of four, inhabited by four
city tribes: the ruftic tribes were diftributed into fifteen diftriQs,
each of which was provided with a place of fafety in cafe of invafion,
commonly a natural eminence fortificd by art, and denoted by the
Greek word Pagus, expreffive of its form and ufe. Over each Pagus
an officer was chofen to prefide, whofe peculiar bufinefs was to col-
le& contributions, and to {uperintend in the celebration of the Paga-
nalia ; religious feftivals which were made to anfwer an important
political purpofe ; for the inhabitants of each diftri& were command-
ed to dedicate, at their refpe@ive Paganalia, copper coins of different

& According to Nolli’s acevrate map, the
walls of Remc, including the Campus Mar-
tius inclofed by Aurclian, and the Mons
Vaticanus, callcd .Citta Leonina, becaufe
taken in by Pope Leo 1V. extend in their
whole circuit only 151 miles, 43 cannes, and
§ palms, Roman meafure. The modern
walls, however, are more extenfive than the
ancient, which, in the reign of Titus, mea-
fured 1z miles, 2c0 paces. Plin. 1. iil. ¢ 5.,
But we fhall fee hereafter that the environs
of Rome came to be crowded by buildings,
efpecially along the high-ways, comprehend-
ed under the fame general name, ¢ Urbis
-appellatio muris, Romz autem continentis
bus @dificiis finitur, guod latius patet ;

And Clandian,

Inde falutato libatis Tybride lymphis
Excipiunt aveas, operofaque femita vaftis
Molibus, et quicquid tantx prainittitur urbi.

verfes extending the approaches of Rome to
the confluence of the Nar and the Tiber.
The indefinite fignification of the word has
paffed with fimilar effe® to modern times,
of which I met with an examplc thirty years
ago. At the diftance of two Rages from the
Porta del Populs, 2 Roman being taxed with
chcatmg‘ replied “ alle porte di Roma non
s’ inganna niffunc,” a moral exaggeration
as great as the geographical. Horaee, dur-
ing the meridian greatne(s of Rome, fixes
the Quirinal and the Aventine for its
northern and fouthern boundaries ;

Cubat hic in colle Quirino,

Hic extremo in Aventino :
The interval between which bewndaries
meafures 3 Englith miles,

denominations
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denominations, according to their own differences of age or fex.
Thele religious offerings at once fhowed to the tnagiflrate the popu-
loufnefs of his canton or diftri&, the proportion of males to females,
and that of fighting men to males above or below the fit military
age. The regulations ol Servius did not ftop here. At the death
of every inhabitant bclonging to the city or country, a pigce of
money was approptiated in the temple of Venus Libitina; and for
every child that was born, a piece, differently ftamped, was to be
depofited in the temple of Juno Lucina: dire&ions that produced
an accurate regifter of births and burials, The laft and moft im-
portant ordinance of Servius, was that of the Cenfus and Comitia
Centuriata; an inftitution of important effe@ in confolidating the
commonwealth, and with the difufe of which, as we fhall fec here-
after, thofe evils began, which rendered the moft high-minded peo-
ple in hiftory a prey to military defpotifin.

Servius is faid to have obferved *, that in the beft ordered repub-
lics of Grecce, the proportion of public contributions was adjufted
with all poflible exatnefs to the extent of private property. To
introduce the fame equitable regulation at Rome, a law was cna@ed
commanding fathers of families to dcliver upon oath a full and
faithful account of their whole houfchold and fortunes. According
to their various gradations in point of wealth, Servius diftributed
them into fix claffes: the firft clafs confifted of perfons worth
100,000 afles®, equivalent to 100 pounds weight of filver: the
fecond clafs, of thofe worth two-thirds of that amount ; the third, of
perfons eftimated at §o,000 afes : one-half of that valuation marked
the fourth clafs : the fifth clafs required only 11,000 affes equivalent
to 35 pouads flerling : citizens not pollefied of property to this

amount,
& 1 follow Dionyfiu¢, I iv. p. 213. ing with wha Varro fays. Servius As pecore
& feq. it potavit. V.urro de Re Rallic, 1 i. c. 1.

& An as was a Roman pound of copper, Confl. Plin. 1. axxiii. c. 3.

nearly 12 ounces avoirdupos. Old fquaie * In thofe days, and long afterwards, a

pieces of copper, with the figure of a theep, hufhel of barley fold m Italy for two-pence;
are met with in various colle@ions, agive- u bufhe) of wheat colt four-pence: a fukiu
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amount, compofed the fixth clafs, and were exempted on account
of poverty from all ‘pecuniary centributions. DBut this indulgence
was attended with nearly a proportionate degradation as to the ex-
ercife of political rights: for the fix clafles werc colleGively divided
into 193 centuries, comprehending the whole body of Roman citi-
zens: each citizen voted only in his century ; and each century had
an equal weight in the ena@ment of laws and the appointment of
magiftrates, But of the 193 centuries into which the people were
divided, not lefs than 98 were formed out of the firft clafs; f{o that
when thefe 9§ centuries were unanimous, they enjoyed a decided
preponderancy in all public concerns, The three fucceeding cla{les
were muftered, each into 21 centuries; whofe equipments for war
varied in completenefs in proportion to their refpeflive fortunes, all
of them being lefs perfec than the Grecian bucklers, breaft-plates,
greaves, and helmets diftinguithing the centuries compofed from the
moft honourable divifion of foldiers as well as citizens. The fifth
clafs was divided into 35 centuries of velites, or light-armed troops ;
and the fixth clafs was ‘thrown into one centyry, not fo much for
moilitary purpofes, as-to prevent the exclufion of any individual at
Rome, however unfortunate his circumftances, from all fhare in
public deliberations and popular ele@ions. To efiimate the fluctua-
tions of property produced among individuals by time and chance,
a new valuation of efltates, or new cenfus, was to be taken at the
end of every fifth year, accompanied by a periodical mufter of per-
fons*®, On this folemn occafion, the centuries of horfe and foor,
the heavy-armed and velites, were drawn up in battle array in the
plain extending between the 'Tiber on one fide, and the €apitoline
and Quirinal hills on the other. This plain was called the €ampus
Martius, being peculiarly confecrated to the god of war, on whafe
altar the fuovetaurilia, that is, a bull, # boar, and a ram, were at

of wine was exchanged for 2 bufhel of wheat; This cheapnefs of living arofe from the
and a man defrayed his expences, dinner or  plenty of neceffaries fubfifting from thé ine
fupper, at an inn on the road, for one far- duftrious agricultural age of Numa.

thiog. Palybius, }, it ¢, 25, & L vi. ¢, 29, Dionyfius, I iv. p. 325,

every
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every quinquennial mufter offcred as an expiatory facrifice or luf-
trum ; for this is the Greek term denoting fuch a folemnity ; and
we have feen in a former part of this work, that fimilar luftrations *’
of atmed men, prevailed from the carlieft times in Macedon, the
geatelt and moft renowned of all Greek kingdoms: at the only
mufler recorded under Servius Tullius, the Romans in arms amounted
to 84,7¢0": a military force, which, in the fpace of 260 years from
the death of their laft king, (for Tarquin the Froud was a tyrant),
gave to this warlike people a firm dominion over Italy, and eventu-
ally cnabled them to pufh their conquefts on all fides around it,
with an uniformity and ftability of fuccefs, unparalleled in hiftory,
Had Rome, at the conclufion of Servius’ reign, paffed from a
monarchy to a republic, it would have uadergone little other change
than that of fubflituting in the ftead of kings two annual confuls.
But Tarquin the Proud {purned hereditary and legal forms, governed
by domefllic councils, opprefled his people, and affaflinated his nobles.
The public indignation, which had been a long twenty years in col-
le@ing, exploded in the well known events which followed the
tragic death of Lucretia. In eftablithing, or rather in reftoiing the
republic, the chief merit belonged to Brutus and Collatinus, both of
them of Corinthian extraction, fince the former defcended from the
fifter of Tarquinius Prifcus, and the latter from Aruns, elder bro-
ther to that accomplithed prince, At their inftigation, the Romans
banifhed Tarquin the Proud with his three fons, They were fol-
lowed into exile by the obnoxious inftruments of their tyranny;
and abetted, during the fpace of fourteen years, by the refentment
or envy of both Latins and Tufcans, But this long war, levied for
the reinftatement of tyrants, redounded wholly to the glory of Rome
and of liberty ; names ever to be affociated with thofe of Brutus and
Valerius; of Horatius Cocles and Mutius Scavola; of the virgin
Cloglia ; and of the diGtator Pofthumius, who terminated the fierce

“ See abovt, c. 1. p. 318, & Disnyfivs, ibid.
4 Q2 ftraggle
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{trugple by his viGtory near the lake Regillus® .at the footuof the
Tufculan hills. Two fons of Tarqltin® fell in the field: the hird
had previoully perithed in.an attempt to recover Gabiy: the wrétched
father died next year at Cumz, a Greek 4olony in Campania, in
which he had found refuge, after the wreek of his fortunes, with
Ariftodemus, malter of that place, and like himfelf the ufurper of
fovereignty in a free city.

Before the cotfular' government was eftablifhed, Rome had gained
an afcendency over the Latins, Sabines, and Tufcans. From this
time forward, until, on the lapfe of two centuries, her affairs come
to be embodied in the prefent hiftory, fhe carried on, 1. Perpetual
hoftilities with the Alqui and Vollci, envious and angry neighbours,
inhabiting refpe&ively the mountainous tracts around the Anio and
the Liris. 1I. She had occafional conflits with the nations previoully
conquered, whom fhe therefore regarded as rcbels, elpecially with
the Tufcans, who, though cowardly as a confederacy, {howed {pirit
and perfeverance in defending particular cities, III. She had to
oppofe the bloody and delolating irruptions of the Gauls, until fhe
had cowed the courage of that barbarous enemy. IV. She engaged
in the Jong and obftinate comfli¢t with the Samnites, which finally
brought her into warfare ‘with the cities of Magna Grzcia. Under
thefe four heads, all the Italian wars of Rome mnaturally arrange
themfelves, fince her mort obfcure enemies were ‘dependencies or
colonies of the nations juft mentioned, and never had recoutfe to
arms but in the chara@er of auxiliaries, '@ /v

The &£qui, even in the reign of Ancus Martins; ‘ard chataéterifed
as a people of high antiquity ; and both they,’ sad the Volf&i, men
of congenial chara&ers, 1 fhould regard as the braveRt portion of the
Siculi, who maintained their hereditary poffeflions on the continent,
when their brethren, as we are informed Gy the moft accurate of

% Tit. Liva Lii. ¢. 19. Tor the events alluded to in thg text, fee his fecond book
throughout.

hiforians,
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hiftorians, fought refuge invthe neighbouring ifland, to which they

communicated the name of Sigily ”> Proud of immemorial poflef~
fion, thefe fierce cldns hated their neighbours in Latium as intruders,
lived by prey and plunder, and, from their numerous ftrongholds
among the mountains, were always ready to pour down on the in-
viting adjacent plains, Their fudden incurfions were followed by
rapid retreats, that they might avoid pitched battles with the Romans,
over whom they boafted their {fuperiority in defultory encounters, as
well as in fingle combats. From the time that Tarquin the Proud
firft "' levied war on the Volfci to their total difappearance in hiftory,
that is, for the period of one hundred and ninety-four years, their
incurfions are defcribed as returning almoft regularly with the re-
turn of autumn ™., Their arms were frequently joined by the Jqui,
who, refiting twenty-fix years longer, finally {fubmitted in the 450th
year of the city, and were only fubdued by being nearly extermi-
nated, fince, in the preceding year, the conful Sempronius ftormed
and burned forty-one of their ftrongholds or cities™. In the courfe
of this unceafing warfare of two centuries, the Romans often brought
their enemies to battle, and defeated them commonly with the lofs
of two or three thoufand flain. They alfo made themfelves mafters
of feveral of their townthips ; and it appears extraordinary, that, re~
duced in their pumbers and curtailed of their territory, the Kqui
and Vplfci thould fo long have found new refources, and retained
undaynted refolution. In his perpetual narrative of their refiftance
or aggreflion, Livy feems apprehenfive, not only of tiring the pa-
tience, but of ftaggering the belief, of his readers. * How is it pol-
fible that thofg  milerable diftricts, which are now refcued from
folitude only by, Roman flaves, (hould have fupplied fuch continual

™ Thucydides, {. vi. p. 412, & feq. 7 Sigonius’ emendation reconciles Dio-
7 Tit. Liv. 1. 1. ¢. 53. dorus, L. xx. f. 102, vith Livy, 1 ix. c. 45.
7 Ab ZEquis et Volfcis ftatum jam et Cluverius Iril. Antiq. p.776. quotes the
prope folenne bellum in ﬁngglos annos time- latter incorredtly.
batur. Tit. Liv. 1. iii, ¢ 15,

fuccellions
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fucceflions of bmv'e‘ military reéruits?” He anfwers by faying,
‘ that cach levy muft have been confined to perfons of a particular
age, one racc being allowed to fpring up before another was entirely
cut ofl'; or that the unceafing hoftilitics of the nations were not
carried on by precifely the fame cities ; or in fine, that the moun-
tains of the AEqui and Volfci mufl have tcemed beyond all example
with inhabitants ™.” To the caufes affigned by Livy, four others,
I think, may be added. Without fuppofing any unaccountable de-
gree of populoufnefs, it may fafely be allowed that the proportion
of foldiers to the whole inhabitants was far greater in Italy in thofe
remote times, than in the age of Livy and Auguftus. In the firft cen-
turies of Rome, arms and agriculture formed the great purfuit of that
republic herfelf; and were the fole occupations followed by her ruder
neighbours, who needed few accommodations, who coveted no
luxuries, and whofe ruling paffion was the love of indepcndence.
Secondly, by the unfkillful engineers of, thofe times, whofe attain-
ments by no means kept pace with other branches of the military
art, many cities of the &qui and Volfci were regarded as impreg-
nable fortrefles. Though driven from the field, thofe alert and
cautious adverfaries generally fecured their retreat; and oftentimes,
after wafting the harvefts of Rome, allowed their own to be burned
or deftroyed without quitting the prote@ion of their walls”, Thirdly,
the £qui and Volfci did not fight unaided. Not to mention the
contemporary wars, that will be examined prefently, thefe inceffant
and irreclaimable enemies drew to their ftandard numerous volun-
teers from various parts of Italy; enterprifing youths, eager to ex-
ercife their impatient valour, and more concealed levies from jealous
communities anxious to crufh fécretly the power of Rome, though
they had not courage openly to affail it. ~ Not aniy more diftant

* Liv. L vi. e 13, larique paffi. Liv. L fii. ¢ 3. ‘Stmilar ex«
% In oppida foa fe recipere, uri fua popu- preflions frequently occur.

flates,
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ftates, but the Hernici™, a Sabine nation, and even the Latins
themftlves, were frequently convicted of this dandeftine hoftility.
Fourthly, the colonjes which the Romans eftablithed as out-pofts in
the territories of their enemies, were, in the courfe of time, tempted,
in fome inftances, to prefcr the connetion by neighbourhood to
that by blood ””, and thus to ftrengthen the party, which they had
been fent out to ruin. In addition to thef: circumftances, ferving
to account for the endlefs wars of the Aqui and Vollci, it may be
obferved, that mountainous diftricts, thovgh not eflentially more
populous than others, are found by experience better to maintain
the populoufnefs which at any given time they have acquired : they
are not flore-loufes or arfenals of fighting men, but rather their
breeding places and founderies : and whatever numbers you drain
off, the populoufnefs again rifes to its former level.

In the midft of their long warfare with the ZEqui atd Vollci, the
Romans were engaged in comparatively‘ﬂaort but fharp conflicts
with the Veientes, their near neighbours in Tufcany, and with the
Galli Senoncs, the moft fouthern clan of the Gauls, who, from the
time of Tarquinius Prifcus, had been pouring their rapacious hordes
into Italy. The former of thefe enemies the Romans totally extir-
pated ; and by the latter, only {ix years afterwards, were themfelves
brought to the brink of deftruétion. The Veientes had fubmitted,
with other Tufcan cities around them, to the arms of the Roman
kings; and after efpoufing the caufe of Tarquin the tyrant, had

.relu&antly acknowledged the new republic for their mafter. But
in the language of the Roman f{enate, they rebelled feven times ;
and one of their earlieft rebellions had been fatal on the banks of
the Cremera, which flowed through their territory-into the Tiber,
to the m?ﬁ ﬂburiﬂﬁng fa.mily of the republic, 306 Fabii, the whole

® The Hernici apologifed,. ““ quod fuz But the Romans were not the dupes of this
javentutis aliqui apud Volices militarent : artifice. Vid. Tit. Liv. L. vi. . 10,
nec culpam in eo publieamy, ‘nec confilium.  ? Tit, Liv. ). wiiic ¢ 13, & feq.
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671

C H_-A P.
XII.
Kty et

Sicge of
Ven. U. C.
351—361.



Gra

CHAP.
X1

HISTORY OF THE WORLD,

individuals belonging to that name of an age to bear arms ™. Pro.
voked at this defeaty and ftung with many infults which followed
it, the Romans vowed revenge on the hoftile towers of Ve¢ii frown-
ing from abrupt hills, only eighteen miles diftant. The ftrength of
Veii deficd affault : the place muft be taken by blockade, for which
purpofe it would be neceflary to keep the field many months, per-
haps years. The fenatc therefore decreed, that foldiers, who had
hitherto ferved at their private expence, fhould receive pay from
the public”®; and that each citizen fhould contribute towards this
expencé in proportion to his property or cenfus. The Patricians,
and more wealthy among the Plebeians, vied with each other in pour-
ing their money into the treafury. Veii was invefted in form: a
ditch and rampart, thrown round the place ; and, at a due diftance,
a line of circumvallation drawn to intercept fuccours to the belieged.
The vigour of attack was met with equal vigour of refiftance. The
Romans kept the field in winter as well as fummer ; having in this
warfare firft ereted tents, covered with fkins, Yet Veii was not
taken until the tenth year, when Camillus, by means of a mine *°,
opencd a paflage to the citadel, at the fame time that a general af-
fault was made on the walls, The city became a fpoil to the con-
querors: and nothing was brought into the public treafury, but the

" Conf. Tit. Liv. Lii. ¢ 45. & feq. &
Dionyfius Hit. Roman. L ix. c. 587.

™ The pay of one horfeman was equiva-
lent to that of three foot foldiers; but we
are not informed of the exa@ amount of
either. Two centuries afterwards, in the
age of Polybius, the Roman infantry received
the value of two-pence daily; centurions
four-pence, aud horfemen fixpence. This
daily pay fufficed Lo provide the fojdier with
eight meals, or to fupply him four days
with bread. Conf. Polybius, 1. ii. c. 13,
& L vi, ¢, 39. ln Cicero’s time, 100 years
after Polybius, the bufhel of wheat coft 12
{eftertii : that is, it had rifen four times in

2

value. In fpeaking of early times, Pliny,
I. xvni. e. 4. fays, Ergo ijs moribus non
modo fufficiebunt fruges, verum etiam an-
none vilitas incredibiis,

® Livy, L. v. c.19. fays of this mine,
Operum fuit omnium longe maximum et
laboriofiffimum. Zanchi examined its re-
mains, and has ventured to give a plate of
it in his Veio 1luftrato. This circumftance,
with many others, confirms the notices in
Eutropius and in Peutinger’s T'ables, con
cerning the long difputed fituation of Veii.
That city was diftant 18 miles from Rome,
and ¢ from the Tiber. lts ruins were found
bv Zanchi in the wood of Moatelupuli.

price
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price of the captive Veientes, whd next day werc fold te merchants
accompanying the Roman army.

During the obftinate refiftance of this ill-fated people; who had
repeatedly burnt or deftroyed the wvince, or Roman engines, the
oracle of Delphi had been confulted by the Remans, and had ex-
horted them to perfeverance in the fiege. To repay this encourag-
ing refponfe, Camillus dedicated the tenth part of his fpoil to the
god. A golden vafe was caft, and fhipped for Declphi. But the
veflel,. conveying this donation, being captured near the firaits of
Meflina by pirates belonging to the Liparean ifles, Timafitheus, the
archon, orfirlt magifirate, of Lipara, procured her reftitution, and
himfelf condu@ed the Romans to Delphi. The fenate declared
Timafitheus a benefa@or to the republic; rewarded him with fit
prefents ; and, an hundred and forty years afterwards, when in the
midft of the firft Punic war, they made conqueft of Lipara, they
gratefully remembered his merit, aidd exempted his defcendants from
every public burthen *.

The fiege of Veii, which firft introduced pay into the Roman
armies, fhould feem the ®ra® of -a far more important change:
namely, the introduion of their thequer order of battle. Before
this time they were armed, like the Greeks, with long fpears. From
this weapon, the firft rank retained the name of Haftati ' : this rank
confifted, as in Greece, of young men : the fecond, called Principes,
confified of foldiers in the vigour of life: the third rank, or Triarii,
were tried veterans "*; and to this fyftem of arrangement, according
to different ages, the Romans, as well as Greeks, continued unal-
terably to adhere ™. But in their chequer order of battle, as com-
monly underftood, the Romans differed from the Greeks and all

# L]

% Conf. TitcLiv. l. v. c.25. & feq. & conneion between the fowum and the
Platarch ia Qamill, chequer urder of battle,

% Y infer this from what Livy fuys, Cly-  * Varro de Ling Latin, L iv. c, 16,
peis antea Romuwd ufi funt, deinde poftea  * Tit. Liv. 1. viii. c. 8. ]
ifpendiatii fa@i, fcuta pre clypeis.fecere.  ® Hillory of Ancient Greece, ¢ ix.
Liv. L viii. c. 8. We fhall fe¢ prefently the
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other nations. The legion, it is well known, contained tan cohorts ;
the cohort, three méniples ; and the maniples two centuries,  IHad
the century denoted precifcly an hundred men, the legion thus con-
taining fixty centurics would have amounted to fix thoufand foldiers.
But the Comitia centuriata, as regulated by Servius Tullius, accuf-
tomed the Romans to employ the term  century’ in a loofer fenfe ;
fo that in the g407th year of the city, the legion of [fixty centuries
confifted only of four thoufand two hurdred men ; which continued
to be its ordinary force two hundred years afterwards in the age of
Polybius. According to reccived accounts of the legionary order of
battle, the fixty centuries, or rather the thirty maniples into which
each legion was divided, were thrown into the form af a quin-nux;
each maniple being a fquare mafs, ten in rank and as many in fle,
and the whole maniples in the centre line ftanding dire&ly oppoiite
to the intervals in the front and rear. Upon this fuppofition, the
legion drawn up for battle formed not a full line, but a number of
fquare mafles, feparated by intervals equal or nearly equal to the
fronts of the maniples®. Thefe wide intervals, however, muft
have rendered it difficult, if not impoflible, for the Romans to advance
regularly to the charge, or to have maintained due order in time of
ation, The fame chequer order of maniples would alfo have ex-
pofed them in every battle to be attacked in both flanks, and in rear ;
and if the fccond line had been pofted, as is commonly imagined,
fifty feet behind the Haftati, even its pila, or miffile {fpears refcmb-
ling thofe of Homer’s heroes, would have been unable to reach
the enemy ; much more, the pila of the rear guard, or Triarii; fo
that on this {yftem, the inefficiency of men in a Roman army is too
abfurd for conception.

% The fyftem is explained at large by  ed, without acknowledgement, his dorine
Lipfius de Militia Romana, a work fo clafli- concerning the legionaty order, from Fran.
cal with critics, that Crevier corre@sthe text cifco Patrizio. " Patrizio’s work is faid to
-of Livy where inconfiftent with it. Vid. have bren written in Ttalian. - Vid. ‘Scalige-
Crevier Not. 2d Liv. vol. ii. p.704. Could rean. Artie. Aiphue, Edit. Colon. Agrip-

we believe Jofeph Scaliger, Lipfius borrow- pin. An, 1667.
7 Thefe,
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Thefe inconveniencies are obviated by another, and very dif-
ferent account, of the legionary difpofition ¥+ Amid{t uncealing con-
fli&s with multiplied opponents, the Romans naturally difcovered
that other weapons, whether manual or miffile, were all of them
inferior in efficacy to their fhort mafly {words, double edged, fharp
pointed, and which, fuftained by a proper arm of defence, were
adapted alike to all varieties of ground and all defcriptions of ene-
mies. To make the beft ufe of fuch a weapon, they faw the necel-
fity of allowing the {fwordfman full fpace around him, and to leave
to him this fpace within the imalleft poffible compafs, they placed
the men belonging to the fecond rank behind the intervals in the
firff, and the men belonging to the third rank behind the intervals
in the fecond ; compenfating in fafety to the foldier for this loofe
order by furnifhing him with the fewzum ©, a fhield far more ample
than the clypeus, which he had before worn. In confequence of
this alteration, the Roman talics became totally different from the
Grecian, The Greeks alled in phalanx by the united impreflion of
their mafs, the men beliind invigorating the impetuas of thofe in the
fame file before them. But the Romans, not being drawn up in
rank and file, for the latter of which no word remains in their lan-
guage, *, were obliged, each fingle combatant, to depend on the
ftrenuous exertions of his flrength and a&ivity. Arranged in the
quincunx, or chequer order, not of Maniples ”, but of individuals,

' the

¥ For what follows I am indebted wholly ~ *® This is {fufficient to fhow that the file~

to the perufl of a treatife in manufcript on
the legionary order, by the fume excellent
friend, to whom, in my Hiltory of Ancient
Crecee, | owed a ratunal account of the
war gallies of the ancients. The pubhic will
anticipate the name of General Melville.
Bee Hiftory of Amcient Greece. vol. i. p. 208.
fourth edition,

™ Clypeus illis (Macedonibus) Ramanis
Scutum, majus corpori tegumentum. Tit.
Liv, Lix. c. 19

4R 2

order was not ufual among them, though
employed in particular inftances, “as at the
famous battle of Zama, where the Romans
were placed in dite& back flanding, and at in-
tervals, to make wav fcr the enemy’s cle.
phants. Polybius, I. xv, c. § & feq.

# 1t wowid be prefumptuous to fuy that
the chequer-order by Maniples never was
employed. Yet, upon a careful cxamination
of all the ancient battles, that are defcribed,
I find not any one decifive example of it,
The
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the legionary foldier had, within a given fpace, the freeft fcope for
the motions of his fword in attack and in thofe of his fhield in
defence®. This chequer difpofition was alfo incomparably the beft
fitted with fuch weapons-for facilitating, the neceflary fucceffions in
battle to the killed, wounded, or repulfed, whether thefe {ucceflions
were made by individuals, by maniples, or by whole ranks : ranks
ftill retaining the technical names of Haflati, Principes, and Triarii;
after the long fpear or hafia had been totally laid afide, and the whole
legion armed alike with the fword and pilum. This latter weapon
was fix feet long, terminatiug in a fteel point; after difcharging
which miffile fpcar®’, the Roman rufhed on the enemy with his
mafly gladius. But 1 return from this technical _c'ligreﬂién, to the
irruption of the Galli Senones.

Thefe Gauls, having traverfed the lands long eccupied in Italy by
their brethren, difpoflefled the eaftern Tufcans and Umbrians of the
territories between the rivers Utis and AKfis, extending from Ravenna
to Ancona, ninety Roman miles along the coaft of the Hadriatic.
Not contented with this eafy conqueft, they marchéd to Clufium, a
city in the heart of Tufcany, only fourfcore miles from Rome,
threatening the inhabitants with deftru@ion, unlefs they divided
with them their well-cultivated fields. The Clufians, while they

The great depth affigned to it by Lipfius is
better adupted to the phalang than to the
Jegion, and fomcth:ng very like his Roman
order’ was pra&ifed, under particular cir-
cumftances, by Xenophon ‘when Le afcended
the mountains, and defeated the Colchians.
Expefit. Cyri. L iv. p. 34k. Comp. Hiftory
of Ancient Gooece, vol.dii. ¢. 26 The
fame,tallics were employed by Philopeenien
in the fecond battle of Mantinea ; of which
hereafrer. )

» The beantiful pafluge in Cicera de Se-
mefot. c. 7. where Lyfander, upon
viewing the plantations of Cyrus, admired
ptoceritates arborum, et direfos in quine
guncem ordines; and the more beautiful
tines ig Virgil, Georg.ii, v. 280, Where he

recommends the planting of treesin a quin-

eunx, 0s armies are drawn up :

Non animum modo uti pafcat profpe@us
inanem,

Sed quia*non aliter vires dabit omnibus
®quas

Terrd,; neque in vacuum poperunt fe exten
dere rami

Thefe paffages apply not rto the quincunx of

maniples, of met, or of clumps of trees, bot

to the quincunx of individuals m both kinds,

which arrangement alone allows sither air

and foil to the plants, or elbow room to i

s yfius, Vi etms. et Lipfius de ‘Milit.
Roman, I, sii. -e.e:. =

negotiated
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negotiated with the invaders, difpatched ambafladors to Rome,
craving affiftance as fpeedy as their danger was imminent®s The
Romans fent by way of mediators between the Gauls and Clufians
three brothers of the Fabian family, the moft diftinguifhed in the
republic for patriotifm and boiling valour. The Fabii, according
to their inftruftions, explained, to the Gauls, that Clufum being
united in fri& friend(hip with Rome, any injury done to it could
not be overlooked by their commonwealth, hitherto unacquainted
with the Gauls, and defiraus of being known to them only by good
offices, The Gauls replied, that they doubted not the bravery of
the Romans, whom the Clufians had chofen for their protectors:
that this people poflefled more lands than they needed, and, if they
refufed to relinquifh their fuperfluity, muft prepare for a battle, in
which the Romans, as {petators, might witnefs how far the prowefs
of the Gauls furpaffed that of all other nations®. The Fabii re-
monftrated, but in vain: the Gauls told them, that their rights were
in their fwords®. A battle enfued, in which the Roman ambaf-
fadors diftinguithed themfelves confpicuoufly in the firft ranks ; and
one of them, Quintus Fabius, being carried beyond the van by the
impetuofity of his horfe, encountered, flew, and fpoiled a Gallic
chief, ' | ' ' _

~ The fall of this chief was communicated, by fignal, to the whole
invading army. The Gauls founded a retreat ; and ftifled their
animofity againft Clufium, that it might be dire€ted more fiercely
towards Rome. - Though blind to their own injuftice, they were
taught by their priefts or elders, to difcern that of the enemy, and
to fend meflengers before them, demanding the Fabian brothers, as
violatars of the laws of nations. Thefe laws were from the reign

» "Pir. Liv. 1. v. €. 35. & feq. * Arrian Expedit. Alexand. L i, c. 4.
% Alexander remarked jultly, & xowe s % Se in armis jus ferre, Liv L w
swadou. ¢ The Gauls were evér bodfters.””  c. 36.
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of Numa interpreted at Rome by the college of heralds *’, which,
upon complaint from the Gauls, denounced the wrath .of heaven
againft the commonwealth, unlefs the Fabii were furrendered to
ponithment, as men who had polluted the fanéity of their own
official chara&er ; for among the Romans an awful fanélity invefted
every inftitution, and every agent fubfervient to the prcvention or
the termination of hoftilities. The fenate concurred in reprobation
of the unwarrantable proceedings of the Fabii ; but in tenderncls to
perfons of fuch diftinguifhed hereditary worth, referred the ultimate
decifion to the people, who, inftead of delivering into the cruel
hands of Barbarians, three illuftrious youths, whoife fault had origi-
nated in an excefs of valour, named the Fabii, with three colleagues,
for military tribunes. Apprifed of this proceeding, the Gauls, who
had been flowly advancing fouthward, precipitated their march to
Rome with all the fury of ungovernable rage, declaring to the terri-
fied cities in their way, Rome only to be the object of their ven-
geance.

‘News of the approaching danger had fcarcely arrived there,
when the Gallic train, both cavalry and infantry made its appear-
ance, covering a vaft extent of country. It exceeded {eventy thou-
fand in number, twice the force which the Romans could imme-
diatety march. Headed, however, by their military tribunes, they
haftened to meet the invaders; and taking poft on the left bank of
the Allia, eleven miles from Rome, near its confluence with the
Tiber, detached part of their number to feize a neighbouring emi-
nence. Brennus, general of the Gauls, fearful of an attack in flank,
determined firlt to diflodge this detachment, whofe refiftance, fhort

* The Feciales in Rome correfponded other grounds than thofe of making repri-
with the Esgnodixas’in Greccec  War was not  fals, of repelling or avenging injuries 3
0 be levied till formally declared by them 3 omnia que defendi, repetigue, et ulcifei fas
and according to the Jus Feciale (the law of fit. Tit. Liv. L v. ¢. 49. Conf. Dionyfius,
mations) could not be jultly declared on any L i p, 131.

"and
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and feebie as it was, faved the main body of Romans from de-
firu@ion, but faved them at the expence of that pre-eminence in
martial glory, which they had long and honourably fuftained. The
celerity of the Barbarians had obliged them to omit thofe religious
ceremonies which infpire confidence, and prevented them from
emplo) ing thofe military precautions which enfure victory. Their
fituation was unufual in taking arms, unauthorifed by the college of
heralds; and they had to contend with a new and terrible enemy,
whofe numbers, 1mpetuoﬁty, fingular arms, and more fingular
taQics”’, heightened the confternation firlt excited by their favage
Imwlings, fanguinary afped, and gigantic ftature. The Romans
fled : one part of them towards Rome, the far greater to Veii **
The conquerors paufed in amaze at their eafy victory., Appre-
hending an ambufh, they explored the ground on all fides; and
when danger in no part threatened them, they began to chaunt
boaftfully their warlike fongs, to pile in towering trophies the Roman
thiclds, which in the trepidation of flight had been abandoned, and
to indulge in that levity of mirth, and thofe intemperate caroufals,
with which they were accultomed to celebrate the feafts of vidtory.
Their intermediate pofition, however, prevented all communication
between Rome and Veii; fo that thofe of the routed army, who
had entered the former city, regretted as loft, the far greater number
of fugltives who had efcaped to the latter. Thus reduced in
ftrength, they defpaired of being able to withftand the progrefs of
the Gauls, or of defending the wide extent of Rome againft the
fury of their affault. The helplefs crowd, belonging to {o vaft a city,
was encouraged to fcatter itfelf fouthward, through the inferior
ftrongholds of Latium; while the priefteffes of Vefta were per-
mitted to traifport the venerated {fymbols with which they were en-
trufted in an oppofite direGion to the Tufcan city Cere, fifteen

# See above chapter » # Tit. Liv, l.v. c. 38, Conf, Plutarchin Camil.
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miles diftant. In pesforming this-facred office, they were aflifted Ly
the piety of Lucius Albinius, a poor Plebeian, who, on beholding them
after they had pafied the wooden bridge acrofs the Tiber, laborioufly
alcending mount Janiculum, placed them in 4 cart, in which he
was conveying has wife and children to a place of fafety. The pre~
ference given by Lucius to a religious duty, above the interefts of
his own family, was extolled by Roman hiftorians, and hig,namb
pafled in an obfcure rumour into Greece, as that of the fayviomr of
Rome ”,

But this commonwealth was really faved by mof¥ exeraordinary
public exertions of patriotifm and fortitude. On a fimilar dedalion,
the Athenians acquired immortal glory by abandoning: their city,
for the fake of their country '™, With a magnanimity not lefs'lab-
lime, one part of the Romans invited certain death to renderthe
other invineible. Retarded by their frantic rejoicings, the Gauls
advanted not 1o Rome till the third-day after the Allian rout, By
thig dime; the more helplefs inhabitants had difperfed over Latium ;
the mkn {it to bear arnis had fortified themf{elves in the capitol: whide
thie aged fathers of the republic, difdainiag to encumber the warritrs,
ot‘confitme any past of their provifions, feated them{clves.on theit
curule chairs, fome in the Forum, others in the veftibules of: their
Mohufes, and defired Marcus Fabius, the high priefl, 1o rehearfe 1o
théin the form ‘of devotion for the fafety .of their fellow«citiuéns,
"Fiis ceremony being performed; théy grafped their ivory rodsptand
datoly: waited the-approach of the Barbarians, { Amidftrahel dreary
folirads nd filencd which prevailed it Rome, the majelty. of fuehria
fighvmighvhave overawed shic'invallen, a nation peinstiarly fafcepeible
of row imprefiions; wheah Gxebimere’andaciousithanyhis et ben,
feifuedvhe fiowswhie foand »of: Mhrenfwnprim Wl ke yewsfibl
fegiator, with his tvery. rod checked eh@Barbarimn, ‘suditherebyipra-
vokod-higiinpeodtns broad fword 1. vhe: eonbmsiowsiexu biple Y ayriel-

* Ariftet. a M HCemil. o Tir, Lave Hidi
** Hiftory of Ancient Greece, vol. i. ¢. 1o,

fowed



FROM ALEXANDER TO AUGUSTUS.
lowed by his blood thirfty companions, who completed the unrefifted

maffacre **'.

In the fack, which immediately followed, of Rome, the fireets
in many places were fet on fire ; by which wanton havoc, the Gauls
diminifhed their own refources for befieging the capitol, now forti-
fied by ftrong bulwarks in form of a citadel. The want of provi-
fions obliged part of them to quit the blockade ; and as the corn in
the neighbourhood of Veii had by this time been conveyed thither,
the Gauls foraged in an appofite dire@ion, towards Ardea, a Roman
colony, twenty miles fouth of its metropolis In Ardea there refided
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an illuftrious Patrician, now involved in foul ignominy, inftead:

of the high honours which his fervices had deferved ; and who
of all men would have been the beft qualified to prevent the evils that
had fallen on his country, as he was foon deftined glorioufly to
avenge them. Camillus, after conquering Veii, had celebrated
games in the Circus, and triumphed in a chariot drawn by four
horfes of refplendent whitenefs. This pomp offended the jealoufy of
republicans, by the glare of too confpicuous a profperity, He was
invidioufly and moft unjuftly impeached of peeulation, and forfeeing
that faGious fuffrages would prevail, had retired to Ardea in volun-
tary banithment "**,

But the good fortune of Rome fent Camillus to Ardea. Ag his
nftigation, the Ardeans, by a nournal marah, furprifed the Gauls
buried in fleep and wine. Many of them were flain ; and a party,
being driven towards Antium, was totally deftroyed by a fally from
that place. Meanwhile, the army at Veii had received reinforcements
from many neighbouring diftrits, Only a general like Camillus
was wanting to condué it to vitory. Before naming an exile for
Difdmsor; it feemed neceflary to the army at Veii to confult the
Romans befieged in the capitol, wha ftill preferved all the legal
fioxmms of civil polity, paffing decrees regularly, as before the iavafion,

» Tit. Livt ibid, 1 Plgtarch in Camilly .
YOL. . 4 in

Camillus
Diftatore—
Deftru&tion
of the
Gauls.

U. C. 367.
B. C. 387.
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majefty of the republic, was a great but not infuperable difficulty ;
for the Romans had always agents at command, ready for every en-
terprife. By means of a‘piece of buoyant bark, PontiusComigius, an
intrepid youth, floated wmperceived down the fiream .of the Tiber;
afcended an unguarded precipice on the bank ; and commupicated
to thé Romans in the capitol, the withes of their brethren at Veii.
Camillus was voted Dictator : news of his ele@ion were conveyed to
Veii by the fuccefsful return of Pontius thither, The DiQator haf-
tened from Aidea, and, having reviewed his army, immediately led
it to Rome ",

Before his arrival, the capitol had been narrowly faved from {uc-
prife ih the night, through the vigilance and valour of Marcus
Wranlios ¥ a deliverance, however, that feemed of little importance,
ag'thebelieged were now perithing from hunger. Meanwhile, the
Gadle learned that their own territories had been invaded by the
wwarlike Veneti ', In hafte to prote& their homes, they gave intima-
tidn ¢hat, for a moderate ranfom, they would confent to raife the fiege.
Fumnine compelled the Romans to liften to this mortifying propefitiag.
Their military tribunes began to weigh a thoufand Roman. poynds
of gold to king Brennus. That dithoneft Barbarian had bsoseght, A
falfe balance: the tribunes deteCted his fraud, and weighed the
gold fairly: Brennus threw Lis {fword into ;hcan fca;c,‘ mc?cila;qx"ing
«'fith juftice belongs to the vanquithed.” During.a.tranfatiaag,
infsmous or one fide, and jgnominious on the othqrf‘GﬁhullEs
sdrgrd ‘Rome with his army, and ranfomed. othat, <ity, with
fteel.- A dreadful bavoc was made of the Barbdridns, firfl n'l the
fircets, 4sd afterwards ‘where they madeJ &.chalty ax - tha-,hmgh,gx
milesflone ‘on the road - to Gabg. Ng: & ‘Miefengér . Yt to

w Pioasih in: Comill, mw Plyﬁp Dﬂ'bh:.ll;&\;n

*¢ We learn this important circomfance the Good drtune of R

- frain Podybios, . ii. <. 18 1t is pestinently, Xyland.

have
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havé retarned home; to report the univerfal deftrulion of the ¢ a p,

invaders
The Romans thus recovered their city, but a city in ruins.

XL

s e |
That RGme ¢ e-

it might‘Be the more fpeedily repaired, bricks were fupplicd by the Pued:

plblié ; "4nd “permiflion was granted of cutting timber, and digging
ftohe twhetever thefe tmaterials abounded. Before the burning af
Rome by the Gauls, many houfes confifted of feveral ftories, and were
adorned By cousts and veftibules'® They were rebuilt, doubtlefs,
with fefs mdgnificence ; for the owners were obliged to give furcties
thatthe weyk fhould be completed within the year ; and this defire of
expedition prevented due care in ftraightening the ftreets, infamuch
that the common fewers, which formerly ran below empty fpaces,
ot too frequently anuoyed the tenants of well-inhabited buildings.
The capitol was ftrengthened with grateful diligence, and its tupen-~
dous bafis of fquare ftone conftruéted on this occafion remained a
work of confpicuous grandeur in the age of Auguftue. Amidft
exertions effential to their fubfiftence or fecurity, the Romans-(howed
pectiliar attention to the concerns of religion. This, a8 Camilas
told them, was the primary and moft important of all national -ob-
jé&s; ¢ fince in recalling to mind the viciffitudes of the Viciea-
tidn and Gallic war, they muft perceive that fuecefs had uniformly

Conf Tit. Liv. Polybius ubi fupra, et
Plorasehim Camill.

R "I‘,;t.‘Li‘y,‘ct Plutarch in Camil They
were thus ditingmfhed from the huts of
riiftics, Whether hufbandmen or fhepherds.
Yer ?q:mt:fqnicu, in fpeaking of the burn.
ing of Rome by the Gaals, fays ¢ L’incendie
dd’ly wlleme' fue que Vinceadie de quelques

b e pafteurs.” Grandeur et decadence
S:pmrﬂd}!gt‘hing fras %ré}sagatcd more falfe
notions concerning things remote in place or
time, Fhﬂtr@-fﬁgﬁglt the French call ¢ PEfpuir,”
which may often be yrariflated {tHough furcly

482

not in the cafe of Montefquien) * wit wich-
out wifdom.” The refpedable mqdesn
writers who talk of the rudenefs and bar-
barifm of the ancient Romans think bery
differently from Cicero as quated by A &%“.
tin. de Civitate Dei. {. xxii. c. 16, ¢ ﬁ'aglq
eft in Romulo «dmirandum, quod ezteri, gui

.Dsi ex hominibus fadli effe dicuntuy, migps

eruditis hominum fecufis fuerunt : Romuli
autem wtaterm, minds his fexcentls dnm,
jam inveteratis literis atque doétrinis, omni-
que illo antiquo ex inculta hominum vita
errore {ublato, fuifferdefaimus?
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accompanied their obedience to the gods, whereas dif aer had as
conftantly refulted from the guilt of an oppofite behaviour ***.”

From the rebuilding of the city, the Romans were, in the courfe
of one hundred and feven years, brought nine times in competition
with the Gauls, in as many tumultuary wars, commonly decided
by the events of /fiagle battles. Before the end of this period, the
Romans dilcovered that the Gauls had not ftrength proportional to
their ftature; ihat their impetuous courage wanted perfeverance ér
firmuefs; that, though in their firft affaults they were greater than
mweny in thejr, fecond they were lefs than women ™ ¢ in fine, that in
all things, they were more thowy than {ubftantial.

in.the midft of the Gallic wars, and about half axcentury after the
rebyilding of Rome, the commonwealth firk engaged in hodtilities
with a nation of a far more obftinate charater. This was the Sam-
pites, a people  inhabiting thefe rough and lofty traQs of the Appen-
nine, which overlook Latium and Campania on one fide, the Hadriatic
{aa on the other ; and which diverge in their fouthern courfe towards
Hpuwliaaad Lucania, From their central mountains, they poured
gown their arms and colonigs towards the Hadriatic and ‘Tufcan
§eas 7 and eighty yeara before this period, a party of Samnites fus-
prifed Vulturnus, the principal Tufcan fetdement in Campania, but-
ghered the inhabitants, and appropriated their city and territory ',
Fsom Capua, the new pame of Vulturnus, thele:dating affaffins are
sommanly/:called Capuags ;' and theix bloody- wlurpdstien: of that
lacey, compared with the:tnankaétions . which we sremdiv gbiajivo
sclate, sffords a memorable inflance of the. change whichw may be

“'*"i‘ft 1“ B JJJx .H Ladl aw 19vegul iﬁmélcmnnccfanibpfif :zo
1oME IhidkiL x. g:um J!!:l ilir-pczaunt -ﬁﬁlm ¥ m-mqﬁaﬁ:ﬁ qu:‘

R e e G e
.ur{ m{ sod sLiey,"” 1, oW 2 dE el .rﬂﬁﬂ&dt Ramibi st dd gund RaGaLd

it S B nim ot £ﬁ}§§r‘3ﬁ7mm

.authou as well as with Polybiusywill appear gamq ml vii, o 10. et 1. viii. ¢ 9.

from vomparing his account ‘& Manfius® 7 <oy Liv. L iv. . 37,

eperated
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eperated in the courfe of fourfcore yeais, on the charaGers of men,
through local circumftances and climate.

The Samnites, in their various encroachments, had hitherto met
with nooppofition from Rome ; and, as they admived the valour and
good . fortune of this commonwealth in the wars which have juft
been related, they folicited and obtained the friend(hip of its magif-
trates, and were accepted as its allies. Prefuming on this treaty,
they made war.on.the Sidicini "%, a people of Campania, whole
capital wag>within five miles of the Liris ; the eaftern boundary of
Latidm,: . This war was not coloured with the flighteft pretence of
juftice. The Samnites, defcending from the Apennine, had been ac-
cultomed to infeft many adjacent plains, and they quarrelled with
the Sidicini,.merely becaufe they were ftrong enough to plunder
them with impunity.

i ‘The Sidicini applied for affiftance to their neighbours the Capuans,
and obtained it from that people whofe own fafety appeared to be at
ftake. Both communities were defeated by the Samnites; wupon
which event, the Capuans fent an embafly to Rome, fupplicating
prote&tion again®t fierce mountaineers, with whom they acknow-
ledged, that their own city, populous as it was, and next to Rome,
the greateftand richeft in all Italy, was totally unable to contend.
The enate replied, by the voice of the Conful Valerins, *“ The
Romans. would:willingly contra& friendlhip with the Capusans § bat
ndfounsnely; w prior friendthip fands in the way., We areallied
swig the v8xmmitesy on which account we caanot arm in your de-
fencey: withdut »yiolating' otr duty to the gods, as well as to our
confcderates_, to whom, hovever. we fhall intimate our dglire, that
:hey,,daEME;pmliﬁnher hnéalnnu&" . Upon receiving this anfwer,

%ﬁiﬂﬂ Bif“'tgé‘ﬂapﬁéh embafly faid, according to the inftruc.
"I’J Ml 2 -him, thefe memerable. words, “ Although you
w el {ne ﬁﬂqu 1‘“m nrotef the Cabuans againft unprovoktd

Tit. Liv. 1. Tl (0 20
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\;io!c:‘.tc, you will :.Ioub{!c{'s defend your own property. We there-
fore Turrcuder to you Capua, its people, and territory, and temples,
'l Ly are ail‘}'ou:fa; and whatever wrong may be done them is
Ahenceforth committed againfl the fupremacy of Rome.” 'The am-
bafladors then fell proftrate in the veftibule of the fenate-houfe, with
fupplicating hands, agd tears {ircaming fiom their eyes. Hiftorians
do not infinuate, that thefe abje€l demonfirations might be nothing
wore than an artful drama, previoully concerted with the Romaus,
fgr the purpole of enabling them to elude, without difhonour, their
treaty with the Samnites. Ao cml?affy, however, was fent l)y”t'hc-m
to Sawnium of a quitc differcnt iwport from that propofed by Vale-
riug, explaining the recent furrender of Capua; and (Fould fricndly
admonitions fail, commanding their ancient allies to abftain from in-
juftice towards their ncw {ubje@s. The Samnian magiftrates, alfem-
bled in their fupreme council, fet this mandate at defiance; and in
hearing of the Roman ambafladors, ordered their forces into Cam-
pania

Their audacity, when made known at Rome, filled all ranks with
indignation. The fenate difpatched heralds into Samnium, to de-
mand reparation of wrongs; and, in cafe of refufal, folemnly to
denounce war, The popular affembly, upon learning that juftice was
denied, decreed that the confuls, Valerius and Cornelius, choHId im-
mediately march, the former into Campania, the latter into S_af.r}mjiﬂm.
Valerius encamped near Mount Gaurus in Campaﬂii‘,g_,""hﬁfﬂﬂ‘c
eagernefs and confidence on both fides foon occafioned a battle ; nei-
ther the fwordfmen, nor the cavalry of the Bomanéyﬁouiibreak the
Sampite line, briftling with fpears ; and the re(f__ilﬁ’aqf:e,‘infumi{éil:ntla‘b}e
to,mere force, was overcome by thofe tranfports of military enthu-
fiafm which the Romans difplayed in their firft conflict with this few
and formidable enemy. The Samnites had entered the ficld agaight
men, whofe rénown filled Italy, with a refolution 16 ¢ongucr or dfé :

**Tit, Liv. L vii, ¢ 31,
and



FROM ALEXANDER TO AUGVISTUS.

and when afked, after defeat, what had changed their purpole, they
faid, that the eyes of the Romans flathed livingeflames, blafting op-
pofition ; and that their fierce countenances and wild demeanour, it
was totally impoffible to endure ",  The Romans took pofleflion of
their camp; the Capuans and other Cimpanians flocked from all
quarters to congratulate the vi@ors. During Valerius' war in Cam-
pania, his colleague gained a ftill more bloody battle in Samuium.
Thirty thoufand of the enemy are faid to have fallen. But upon the
firt appearance of a new enemy to Rome, the Volfci, {o often de-
féated, were in arms: and even fuccefs fomented dangerous difcon-
tents among the Latins, who had long formed one half of the Roman
armies, Meanwhile the greatnefs of their difafters fo much difmayed
the Samuites, that when the Conful /E nilius invaded their territory,
he was met, not by hoftile armies, but by fupplicating embaffies ',
He therefore granted to them peace, upon recciving three months
provifions, and a years’ pay, for his legions.

Thefe legions, indeed, were fpeedily to be employed in a more
domeflic warfare. The {pirit of mutiny, among the Latins, was fo-
mented by ambitious chiefs, particularly Annius of Setia, and
Numicius of Circeii. Thefe men, equally artful and enterprifing,
maintained that civil fociety inferred perfe& equality of law, and that
this equality could only be fecured by a fair rotation of magiftracy;
on vs:iﬁc’}l account they infifted that the Latins (hould enjoy a due
(haré in“the confular and fenatorian power. At the diftance of onc
ﬁ%ua}&i “and fikty-one years from the viQory at the Jake Regillu,
Yv}‘nq‘hhﬁl confirmed their {upremacy over Latium, the Romans

ere thus brought into a new war with a people, who boafted tiig

i b e 1 ¢
I'J‘ (4.4

ﬁuﬁw? blood and courage with them/felves, who had conformed to the
i1

fame i ‘ilf,dﬁbgs both civil an(? m'i!i“ti\-rg ;. in 3 word, who had byers

. afcufol 18i Romixionum nidere vifus~  was well underfiood by Homer; whoidhinze-
vefanos vyltus et foreptla opa,  Tit. Liv.  terifes it as the only virtue agitated by all
J. il c.“;t:. Conf. l’lué(:rc‘h it PyreHo, * the madnefs of ehthufiafm. e !
p. 398, Edit. Xyland. Valour, he fays, ' Ti. Liv, ). viii. c. 1. .
12 thing
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patriotifm and of pblicy. Thefe virtues never (hone more conipi-
cuoufly than in the prefent renewed {truggle with the-Latins, and the
Campanians their rath abetters: In the firft great battle fought near
the roots of Mount Vefuvius, the Conful Manlius, who twenty:
years before had defpoiled the Giant Gaul, and acquired ‘the fur-
name of Torquatus, infli¢ted death on his own fon for combating
beyond the ranks “**: the other Conful Decius devoted himfelf to
the infernal gods for ‘the fafety of his army ‘. This moral machi-
nery proved irrefiftible. The enemy were repeatedly vanquithed in
Campania ; and, upon a renewal of hoftilities, completely fubdued
at the river Aftura, and the city Pedum in Latium. Lucius
Camillus rivalled the glory of his kinfman Marcus, conqueror of the
Gauls ; and entering Rome in triumph, referred to the fenate in
what manner the Latins onght in futyre to be treated, obferving that
through the bounty of the gods, it now depended on that council,
whether thefe rebels thould any longer exift as a nation.

That corre@ juftice might be adminiftered, the fenate determined,
that each community, both of Latium and Campania, fhould be tried
feparately. Some flates were firipped of their lands; new Roman
colonies were eftablifhed ia cities belonging to othegs ; national af-
femblies, and all federal inflitutions were thenceforth abolifhed
among the Latins, that:thefe allics might be connetted with each
other, only through the intervention of Rome. Bat, in compenfa-
fation for thefe feverifies, the fidelity of Laurestium was rewsided
with an equal and honourable altiance. Tusculum sstained the pri-
vilsges of Romas citizenthip formerly conferred-on ic. - The fame

were exwended to fourvether Latin-oities; Nomentums,

Pedfir, Lanuvium, sad Arigle; forming st the radius of fiftecn o

twenty miles from Reme, a balf ciesle on the eaft of .that. eapital.

In Campania, and the adiscent diftri@ of the Aurand, fimilar im-
Tis. Livs L i, ¢. 7, e l’iid.c.g.

mynities
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n.unities were granted to Fundi, Formiz, Cumz, Capua, Sueffala ;
and foon afterwards to Acerra. Colonies were planted at Cales in
the territory of the Aufones, and at Fregella in that of the Sidi-
cini ", To the north, as we have feen, the Romans enjoyed many
{ftrongholds, intermixed with the polfeflions of the Sabines and
Tufcans. They now acquired equally important outpofts in the fouth,
firetching an hundred and twenty miles from Rome. The number
of citizens amounted to nearly two hundred thoufand. Thusin
Italy, as afterwards in a large portion of the world, the Rémans
united and rewarded their friends, divided and punifhed their ené-
mies ; and thefe fimple maxims, flowing from plain fenfe and nattral
paflion, led them more furely to empire, than all the windings of
that crooked policy with which their proceedings are fometimes
juftly branded.

The cxtenfion of their afcendency and power excited much fear
and jealoufy among the {tates of Magna Gracia, from Palzpolis the
neighbour and elder fifter of Naples, to the far diftant Tarentum ;
a republic whofe wealth and commercial profperity had been long
marked in the communication of its name to the great adjacent
gulph, All thefe cities, as we have feen,.were deformed by the levity
and capricioufnefs incident to the worft form of democracy; and
cach had too little fability in its domeftic councils to infpire its
neighbours with refpe&t or confidence, Without wifdom at home,
they were deftitute of allies abroad. Like Grecks in all parts of the
world, they-had among them ingenious and able men, whofe’admo-
nitions they hag the folly to defpife ; generally committing their ‘con-
cersts to oftentatious’ haranguers, or petulant biffoons, whofe con-
gelnlﬁiy of charalter raifed them to unrivalled credit with the

de. Under the influenice of fuch couhfellors, the

commorwealth of Palepolis, wantonly injured 1the Roman fettlers in
it Liv. L viii. c. 13, and feq-
yoL. 1. 4T Campania ;
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€y APr. Campania; and cocouraged by the -Samnites who, after a breathing
X1.  time of a dozen yeurs, had refumed their hoftility, anfwered all
I . ' ‘ e
demands for reparation in terms of defiance'’. Having unwifely
provoked the Romans, Palzpolis more unwilely, admitted a garrifon
of Samnites. The Romans fent an embafly into Samojum, come-
plaining of the afliftance thrown into Palapolis as an infraflion of
the late peace. The Samnites returned a proud anfwer, qhal__]engin;g;
the, Romans to meet them in the plain of Capua™’. The ambafla-
dors rejoined, that the legions were accuftomed to march whither
their own generals camnmanded them : with all paflible difpatch, they
in fa& proceeded under the conful Papirius into Samnium, and, be-
fides committing dreadful ravages on the open country, conquered
the walled towns Allifae, Callifae, a Ruffrium '
The addrels Meanwhile Publilius Philo, conful of the former year, was conunyed
of Chanlws 45 command pntil he fhould finith the war with the infolent Palazpoli-

and Nym- |
phius by tang, By making a judicious encampment, he had cut them off from

;;}::edll’:ll:ga' all communication with their brethren in Naples, on the oppofite or
11';: C.431. right bank of the river Sebetus; and, in addition to the ufual feveri-
B-€- 323 fies of war, the befieged were dreadfully afflicted by the rapacity,
crpelty, and unbridied luft of the Samnites, who were entertained as
their prote&ors. Charilaus and Nymphius, two bold and able ci;ich{s,
{aw no other fafety for the place than a fpeedy furrender of it to the
Romans, Having concerted between them the means for‘q:#_i_agiqg
this meafure, Charilaus repaired fecretly to the conlul,and acquainting
him with his projedt, fubjoined, that it would depend ou the teeat-
ment of the furrendered <city, whether, he himfelf .fhguld pafs with
pofterity for a patriot or a ¢raitor.  Publiliug fept him away with
good- hopes, and efcorted by 3,000 fojdiess,, for .whole, exertigns,
his accomplice Nymphius wag af,3his time providing, an opgartupity.
Undez, the femblance.of fierce animefity to Rome, this axtful Greek

1 Tit. Liv. L viii, ¢ 280 u Ibid. c. 33, Ibid, ¢, 25.
perfuaded
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perfuaded the Samnites in garrifon, that, as the principal firength of
the etiemy was then employed in diftant fervice, it would be ealy
for them to make a defcent on the coaft of ‘Latium, and to carry their
ravages even to the gates of its capital ; for which purpofe, however,
it would be neceffary to fet fail fecretly in the night-time. Agree-
ably to‘this plan, all fhips in the harbour were put in readinefs, and
the Samnites, at the cloft of night, proceeded thither for embarka-
tion. Then was the time for Nymphius to exert his utmoft dexte-
ﬂtl);, and by a ‘number of bold artifices to create confufion and delay,
il Charilaus with his Roman efcort fhould arrive, and furprize
the nearly defencelefs city. The Palzpolitans obtained fafety on
fubmiffion; a few troops belonging to Nola, a town ten miles
diftant, were glad to efcape through the northern gate; while the
Samnites betrayed and now deferted by Nymphius, and excluded
from the furprifed city, which contained all their neceffaries, fled in
trepidation homewatd, in extreme want and half naked, objeQs of
derilion and mockery in the different diftri¢ts through which they
paffed . We know not how exally Publilius fulfilled his tacit
fiipulations with Charilaus. Tt is certain that from this time for-
ward, Naples, or the new city, rofe on the decline of the old;
and affumed its proper ftation as head of the Greek fettlements
on its beautiful bay. The Romans confirmed the pre-eminence
H‘Nﬁ'ﬁleﬁ, and entered into an honourable treaty with its magil-
tfives:

L9 efd tranfactibns wwere not viewed with unconcern by Tatentum.
The defetion ‘of the Lucanians, its neareft neighbours, and the
fabinilfish of the’kindred colony of Palzpolis, were the circumftances
it dedalionedl moft anxiety.. The fate of Palzpolis feemed irrevo-
vabley ‘Gt the  Girdanians, -a barbardus: and unfteady people, it was
foped, smight b aghinfprevailed on to change fides. For bringing
them ower from the party of the Romans, a ftratagem was put in

Tit. Liv. L viii, ¢. 26
4T2 in
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in pra@ice that could havebeen devifed only by the profligate artifice
of the Tarentines, and that could have proved fuccefsful only with the
credulous ﬁl]pldlty of the Lucanians. Some youths, more diftine
guifhed by their rapk in life, than refpeable for their charadters, were
bribed to tear with lafhes each others backs, and then expofe their
bleedmg bodies in the Lucanian affembly, demanding vengeance for
thefe abominable cruelties as inflicted on them by the Romans ™.
The,multitude beheld, pitied, and called aloud for 3 meeting of the
fenate, in which council it was determined to renew the league with
Samnium, and to bind the ficklenefs of the Lucanians by giving
hoftages to that flate, and putting it in poffeflion of feveral Lucanian
firongholds.

The confederacy of the Samnites was at the fame time joined by
the Veflini, one of the numerous colonies of Sabines. The laft-
mentioned people, being confined on the north-eaft by Umbria, and
on the fouth-weft by Latium, had early poured down their plants-
tions along the Hadriatic fea under the various names of Veftini,
Peligni, Picentes, Marrucinj, while their more illuftrious colony of
Marfi occupied the central ridges of the Apenaine. To rcprefs the
Veftini, whofe hoftilitics might be followed by thofe of many kia-
dred tribes in their neighbourhood, the conful, Junius Brutus,
haftened into their territory, and facked two of their towgs, Cutina
and Cmgalla. His colleague Lucius Camillus was obliged, thrqugh
bad health, to name Papirius Curfor for carrying on the war.,in
Samnium. The Samnites were twice defcagcd with grcat ﬂmgliter.
'I"wemy thouland of them are i'md to have fallen in the battlg of Im-
brinium. Having' copfented to furnith cloathing, and a years pay,
or the Romm.army, thcy obtaiped a thort ‘ruce, which they | h@d

4}?‘\?:

the folly to v:olate. Thqu' country as ﬂ}?lﬂdﬁd anew b? que}m

Arv;na, and thq werc co,mpeiled 0 the difgraceful mﬁlm of
makmg atonement for the zm!t of the community by {ummdeﬂng

Tit. Liv. L vili. ¢. 298,
Brutulus
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Brutslus Papius, a bold and powerful citizen accufed as inftigator of ¢ u 4 ».
the war.’ Papius withdrew from ignominy by a voluntary death,  Xi1
His body and effe@s, however, were fent in folemn procefion to — " —
Romé§ but the Romans difdained private fatisfation for the public
deIHiqLIency, and reje&ted all terms of accommodation with a people

who had (6 often proved themfelves void of faith.

This decifion was reprefented as inexorable cruelty by Caius Pon- TheCaudine
tins the bravelt of the Samnites, and fon to Herennius the wifelt of Tt Roman
that natfon.  Pontius exhorted them to confider that war as juft L;Eif:gclr’“tf;
which tircumftances made neceflary, and the caufe of thofe as pious Joke 2
whofe fole refource was in arms ' The_Samnites followed him B.C. 3;3
into the field, to refift two confular armies that were expeéted to
eriter their country. To receive them, Pontius, adding craft to
boldnefs, took poft in the valley of Caudium, the narroweft and
darkeft in the Apennines. By foldiers, difguifed as fhepherds, the
confuls Veturius and Pofthumius were affured that the Samnites had
marched into Apulia, and in the defign of following them thither
aliowed themfelves to be decoyed into the moft intricate defile of
Caudlium, ovethung by woody rocks, and known by the name of
thie Caudine Forks, Here their progrefs was fuddenly interrupted,

They perceived that the road had been obftructed by trunks of trees
and huge mafles of rock. The fides of the valley prefented unfur-
muntdble precipices. The Samnites were next defcried on the |
cofitifudus heights. In this extremity the Romans endeavoured
to ‘tui"ﬂ"b"ack but found their retreat alfo cut off by artificial barriers,
guh‘tﬂed be thé enemy. Pontius confulted his father Herennius,
hot bef“td ivail himlelf of this bloodlefs viGory. The wife old
lngiﬁda!vﬁll’ed Ium either to grant the Romans entire fafety, or to put
tﬁ'w&' &‘ thith’ts death. ' Pontins reje&ed the extremes of ufe-
fuP Vorpérhips ‘miore ufeful crielty. He cxafperatc& the

Reofidts 16 Trrecdnéﬁéable enmity by making them’ pafs under the

Tit. Liv. Lix, ¢, 3. & feq.
ignominious
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ignominious yoke, at the fame time that he fpared their lives on the
holiow promife of peace, which thofe who gave it had neither the
power nor the will to ratify, Within the fpace of a few months
Papirius Cuifor retaliated the difgrace of the Caudine Forks, on a
garrifon of 7,000 Sabines, which he found in Luceria, a city which
he wrefted from them in Apulia. The war having thus recom-
menced with wounds to mutual pride, deeper fometimes than thofe
of blood, continued to be carried on with little intermiffion til] the
memorable expedition of Pyrthus, in whofe final defeat the fortune
of Samnium and all the more fouthern diftriks of Italy was in-
volved ",

In the courfe of this long confli&, relentlefs on one fide, and
defperate on the other, the Romans experienced feveral fevere checks,
but never met with any very fignal lofs ; whercas the Samnites, on
five different occafions, are faid to have left above tweaty thoufund
flain in the field ™. The bloodielt battles were thofe of Beneven-
tum in Samnium, and Aquilonia in Apulia, in the latter of which
the Roman cavalry decided the battle with well-levelled {pears, break-
ing down the enemies bagtalions wherever they charged. Next
year Fabius Maximus, among other Samnite prifoners, feized the
perfon of Caius Pontius, their intrepid chief, the idol of his country
and the fhame of its enemies. Pontius adorned the congperor’s
triumph, and his death then expiated the ignominy wf&_xc‘la he had
infliG&ed at the Caudine Forks, on .two confular armies ""! ,Wuh
the lofs of their favourite leadar, the Samaites loft for 2 while the
fpirit of rcﬁ&ang:e ; and ha\@?g cralged apd otgta.mqé q.rt{ucp, }he]t
were .accufq:d of , violating, th;r faith fpr the fixth ;'d“?e’ .On this
laft occa.ﬂon thcy were powerfully a'betgpd by ¢ the ucanians ?'“db.—f“
Brutii, "and the force of the war was directed towards the
colony of Thurium, formerly Sybaris. fituate on the fouthern’ ﬁﬂe
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of the broad Tarentine gulph, oppoiitc to, and feventy miles diftant
from Tarentum. This colony, called indifferently Thurium or
Thurii, had always maintaired, as we have feen, a conne&ion‘with
the mother country, and a dozen years before the war of Peloponne-
fus had been reinforced by a conliderable emigration of Athenians,
detiving peculiar hortour from the names of Herodotus, Thucydidecs,
and Lyfias, who are numbered among the colonifts ', To refift
the Lucanians afid Brutii, by whom it was furrounded, and whofe
animofity it Had provoked by refufing to join in their confederacy
with the Samnites, Thurii entered into the clofeft friendfhip with
Rome, and accepted a Roman garrifon for its defence. In confe-
quence of this intimacy with a city that had been long one of the
moft diflinguifhed in Magna Grezcia, the Romans firft began to ex-
amine as matters of improvement or curiofity, the language and arts
of their remote Grecian anceftors . To expel the Romans from
Thurii, the Samnites, with their allies, bent the moft defperate efforts
of their refentment and obftinacy. But the illuftrious Fabricius,
whofe charadter will appear more confpicuoufly in the war with

Pyrrhus, defeated them in a great battle, and compelled them to
raife the fiege s only one year before the arrival of that prince in
Italy.

" In the central territory between the Rubicon and the borders of
Campiiiia, the Romatis had obtained a ftill more decided afcendency.
The lE’;qﬁ’i and Volfei, the Sidicini and Aufones, who had co-ope-
ratéd in the fitft fcenes of the Samnite war, were punifhed almoft
by totat extirpa}ion, and their territories were occupied or rather en-
drely coloriifed by the congquerors. The Tufcan commonwealths of
Paii fa{;'Arr'etii!m, Volfinii, fought feparately and were fucceflively
Libdued.” “Other "Tifcan cities were equally unfortunate, whether

.18, Conf; Strabo, ).viy Diodot. 1 xii, Flpmin. o
flu&rch in Pericl. & Dionyfe Hallicarn.in  ** Liv. Epitom. 1. xii. Dionyfius Excerp.
Lyfia. Legat. Valerins Masimus; -1 vin. ¢. 6. &
‘1 Appign de Reb. Samid. & Plutarch in Pl L xxxiv. c. 6.
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they took arms {pontaneoufly, or were impelled to hoftility by the
Gauls, who, having firft made them the victims of their rapacity,
next compelled them to become the inftrvments of their vengeance in
ravaging the Roman territory. The legions, after an interval of
forty years, met this new invafion of Gauls at Sentinum in Umbria.
Their rattling chariots of war frightened the Roman cavalry, when
the conful Publius Decius, in imitation of his father of the fame
name, devoted himfelf with equal glory for the fafety of his coun-
try '’ Twenty-five thoufand of the enemy were flain, and eight
thoufand madc prifoners. Nearly ten years, however, elapfed, be-
fore the Galli Senones were totally exterminated by the conful Cor-
nelius Dolabella, who reduced their defolated city Scna into a
Roman colony, and fecured this bulwark againft more northern
Gauls by a decifive vi€ory over the Boii at the lake Vademon in
Tufcany ; a viGory which happened only four years *° before the
war with Pyrrhus and Tarentum.

During this tide of military {uccefs, the profperity of the Romans,
we may obferve, was marked and confirmed by the eﬁabli[hxpcnt of
colonies. Early in the Samnite war, they colonifed the important
ftrongholds of Luceria and Saticula on the immediate frontier of
their enemy. The Umbri were punifhed for a fhort defe@tion by
being bridled with a garrifon in their ftrongeft city Nequinum, or
Narni. The fame year Carfecli was planted in the country of fhvc
Marfi, the braveft of the Sabineé race; and fhortly afterwards-M
turna and Sinuefla, both of them on the frontier of Campania, thg
former near the mouth of the river Liris, the latter in the Vefcian
foreft : and fcarcely four years intervened, before they fent one of
their largeft colonies to Venufia in Apulia. It confifted of tweaty
thoufand men, and proved of vaft impustance in maintaining their
authority over that extenfive diftri@ Upon the whole, Previous ta
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the ‘war of Tarentum, they fhould feem to have eftablithed at leaft
thirty colonies in different parts of Italy .

The Tarentines, as we have fcen, had defcended to the vileft arti-
fices, for interpofing a firong barrier between the manly valour of
Rome and their own voluptuous effeminacy. But when they per-
ceived that, by the falling of one pcople after another, the war was
brought to their borders, anger carried thein to an a& of capricious
rathnefs, which could have been committed only by a city like
Tarentum, the abftract and effence of the moft corrupt democracy.
It happened that thc Romans in ten decked fhips, a force fufficient
to protect them againft pirates, failed, probably from Thurii, to
furvey '™ the neighbouring coafts of Magna Grzcia ; and being fill
at peace with Tarentum, prepared to enter that port as into a fricndly
harbour. Many Tarentines were then affembled, as was cullomary
witlf a people who lived only for pleafure, in their magnificent and
fpacious theatre, from which they had a diftin@ view of all veffels
which approached their coaft. Upon fight of the Roman thips, the
fpe&ators were thrown into an uproar. The confcioufuefs of their
own injuries, made them fufpect the ftrangers of hoftility. Philo-
charis, nicknamed Thais, the moft profligate of men, and therefore
the moft acceptable to the multitude, cried out, that the guard-fhips
in the*harboiir muft be launched, and the Barbarians repelled. His
ofdets were obejed; the Romans betook themfelves to flight; five
of theil thips efcaped, four wére funk, one was taken, and its crew
#ither flain in making refiftance, or dragged into flavery. 'l?roud of
tﬁi&“iﬂ%fdﬁotiv ¥ittory, ‘the Tarentines haftily marched to Thurii,
bonipelled Tts féndeér garrifon to capitulate, banithed the nobles, and
§haBerdd the ity
“ivpl @A ot Protedding immediately to punith thofe enormous out-
rigesythe RO, decording to their law of nations, fent an embaffy

® Liy, 1 x. & xi. paffim. Conf. 8trabo, Rebus Samuit. ¢. vii. p. 57. Edit. Schweigh.
lv " Dionyfs Halicarn. Excerpt. legat.
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to Tarentum with demands of fatisfaction. The embafly was headed
by Lucius Pofthumius, 2 man of confular dignity. It was admitted
to the bar of the Tarentine affembly, convened, as often happened in
Greek cities, in the great theatre. But before the ambaffadors de-
clared the fubje@ of their miffion, their drefs, their appearance, and
as foon as they began to fpeak, the inaccuracies of their language
and pronunciation, (for they made ufe of the Greek tongue), ex-
cited derifion and mockely among the petulant rabble. Upon their
demand, that the authors of moft unprovoked violence, againft the
Romans and their allies, thould be furrendered to condign punith~
ment, they were hifled contumelioufly from the theatre ; and the
buffoon Philonides, (for the names of fuch wretches only occur in
the hiftory of Tarentum), followed clofely after Pofthumius, and
lifting up his own garment, defiled with his excrement, the fenato-
rian purple. 'The grinning multitude claimed his beaftly infult for
their own, while Pofthumius calmly declared that the blood of the
Tarentines fhould wafh the ftain from his laticlave ',

That wretched people, uniting in an extraordinary degree the
weaknefs of folly with the vices of falfe refinement, thus provoked
the refentment of Rome, without poffefling the firft requifite in war,
a good general. As a free and commercial fate, their walis de-
fended them againft neighbouring Barbarians; their fleet, againft
foreign enemies; they were jealous of military power, and carelefs
of military merit; and their anceftors, on various occafiens, to
avoid employing commanders among themfelves, 'who might have
been tempted to become tyrants, had ufefully engeged in their fer-
vice, generals formed in the experienced fthools of Giesce and Sicily,
In compliance with fuch precedents, the Tarentines, i denking
abroad -for a ftranger quilified -to 'dsfiend them, cal theireyes on
Pyrrhus of Epirus, This prince, ‘who boafted - his defcent rom the
heroic lings of Herculgs and Achilles,had -in early peuth been ex-~

4 Pionyfists, iibid.
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pelled by treafon from his hereditary kingdom. He Lad long fol-
lowed the fortunes of Antigonus and Demetriusg and in their caufc
fignalized his valour at the great decifive battle of Ipfus in Phrygia.
The misfortunes of Demetrius, after the death of his father in that
battle, reduced Pyrihus to the condition of an hoflage at Alexandria
with the firft Ptolemy ; where, by his a@ivity and addrefs in hunt-
ing and the gymnaftic exercifes, he gained high favour with the
king, and by the regularity of his morals, accompanied with affiduity
and flattery, fo ftrongly ingratiated himfclf with queen Berenice,
that in preference to many illuftrious f{uitors, he obtained in marriage
her daughter Antigone. This alliance, with the dower of troops
and treafures which followed it, reinftated Pyrrhus in his kingdom
of Epirus. After his re-eflablifhment there, he had, upon the death
of Antigone, efpoufed Lanafla, daughter to Agathocles of Sicily, in
virtue of which marriage he laid claim to the ifle of Coréyra, and
was aflited by fome gallies belonging to Tarentum, in effeCtuating
his defigns againft that ifland. Fortune for a moment had flattered
him with far higher acquifitions; he had gained the kingdom of
Macedon from the capricious Demetrius, loft it to the warlike Lyfi-
machus, and was again on the point of contending for it with the
deteftable Ptolemy Keraunus, when the ambafladors of Tarentum
and her allies gave a new dire&ion to his arms ',

According to the cuftom of that age, the ambafladors prefented
him with crowns of gold as tributes of relpe®t from their feveral
cities. They affured him, that the ftrength of the {ea-ports in
Magna Grecia, and of the Italian confederates around them, exceeded
three ‘hundred thoufand infantry and twenty thouland cavalry; a
mighty force which they were defirous of entrufing to the greateft
of Oreek gonerals, that he might employ it againft an uvpftart and
arrogant republic on the banks of the Tiber. Pyrrhus needed not
the gncouragement of this alluring exaggeration, His anceftors, as

3 Plutarch in Pyrrho.
4VU2 we

699

cCliaAP.
XII.

A Aual cir
cumflances
ol that
priace.

Flis great
views.—He
mikes {aul
tor Tualy.
. C. 473.
B.C. 28 1.



700

CHAP.
X11.

Hisproceed-
ing atTaren-
tum.

U.C 473.
B.C. 281,

HISTORY OF THE WORLD,

we have feen, had fought with glory in defence of the Greek colo~
nies in Ttaly ; his affinity with the houfe of Agathocles gave him a
perfonal concern in the affairs of Sicily and even of Africa; and his
own genius, being vaft and romantic, and emboldened by great, fud-
den, and moft unlikely firokes of good fortune, he prefumed to take
the great Alexander for his model, and doubted not his abilities to
effe& in one-half of the world a revolution fimilar to what his re-
nowned kinfman had accomplifhed in the other. Through the
peninfula of Afia, the fon of Philip had afcended to univerfal empire
in the Eaft; Pyrrhus hoped to make the peninfula of Italy, the
{adder by which he was to attain an equal fupremacy in the Weft.
Under fuch flattering delufions, he immediately difpatched to Ta-
rentumn his lieutenant and friend Cineas the Theflalian at the head of
3000 men; and being furnithed with tranfports by his allies in
Magna Grzcia, followed in perfon with a far greater force, partly
raifed in Epirus, and partly received from Ptolemy Keraunus on
eondition of leaving that murderous ufurper in quiet pofleflion of
Macedon. This fecond embarkation confifted of twenty thoufand
heavy armed infantry, three thoufand horfe, two thoufand archers,
five hundred flingers, and twenty elephants ’*: a well compofed
army which, by the Greeks of that age, might very reafonably have
been deemed capable of atchieving mighty exploits ‘among bat-
barous nations.

The firft imprudence of Pyrrhus was that of fetting fail at the
flormy opening of {pring, in ‘confequence of which rathnefs his
tran{ports were fcattered by & tempeft, and even his owh palley
wrecked on the coaft of Meflapia. The inhabitantsiof that'extenfive
diftri&, furrounding on the land fidethe tervitéry ‘of Tarentum, whe
had entered into all the vietvs of their Grevian nieighbours, Teesived,
with the moft refpeiful courtefy; a-prince who hiad- braved every
danger in haftening to their aid. Pyrrhus advanced to Tarentum at

¥ Plutarch in Pyrche..
the
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the head of little more than two thoufand men ; he was met on the
way by an efcort under Cineas; and a few days after his arrival at
the place of deftination, moft of his tranfports reached its capacious
harbounr in fafety. The Tarentines had fuffered much unealinefs
during the ftorm by which the king’s fhips were affuiled ; and fear-
ing the immediate vengeance of Rome, had pufillanimoufly pent
themfelves np within their walls. Pyrrhus exhorted them to em-
ploy nobler means of fafcty, By his orders, an exa& account was
taken of the males fit to bear arms, Levies were made with all
poilible expedition ; and the king, foon difcovering the cowardice of
the people with whom he had to do, charged the prefs-mafters to
bring him perfonable men, fuch as had fize and ftrength, faying,
that it would be his own bufinefs to fathion them into [(oldiers ‘¥,
In conformity with this refolution of rendering Tarentum a place of
arms, the number of ufelefs holidays was reduced; unfeafonable
{olemnities were profcribed ; an order was iffued for fhutting up the
public walks and gardens, the porticocs of prating politicians, the
gymnafia for {uperfluous exercife, above all, the infamous bagnios,
thofe vile reforts of all the vices that lazy voluptuoufncfs carries in
her train. Inftead of the general whom they had voluntarily chofen,
the Tarentines began to complain that they had found a cruel
:yram;’“. Pyrrhus treated thefe murmurs as fedition, fome of the
more audacious demagogues, he is {aid to have taken off by aflaflina-
tion: others of them, he ordered under various pretences into
Epiras ***, governed in his own abflence by his fon Ptolemy, nephew
on the mothers fide ta Piolemy Philadelphus then reigning with
great glory in Egypt. .

,Thare, was in Tarentusy a certain Ariftarchus, a man of much
sloguence and addrefs, and fo upiverfally acceptable to his country-
men, that Pyrrhus was at fome lofs by what means moft fafely to
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remove him, To ruin the credit of this favourite, he affe@ed to
take Ariftarchus inwo his moft intimate confidence; and, mingling
with the fevere difcipline of camps the cruel artifices of courts,
caufed it to ‘be induflrioufly circulated that the meafures moft dif-
pleafing to the Tarentines had all of them been fugpefted by this
able counfellor. Soon afterwards, Ariflarchus was difpatched on
pretence of an honourable commiflion to young Ptolemy, viceroy in
Epirus. He embarked without any apparent rclu@ance, but de-
termined in his own mind to elude the bafe arts of the king by fill
more perfidious addrels; for he was no fooner beyond the reach of
Tarentum, than he commanded his pilot to fteer for the coalt of
Latium, and was received cordially at Rome as a perfon well qua-
lified to ferve the commonwealth “°.  From him, the Romans firft
learned the vigorous preparations of the enemy : that the Meflapians,
Lucanians, and Samnites were ready to co-operate with the Greeks ;
and that embaflies had been fent to the Tufcans, Umbri, and Gauls
to roufe againft Rome the ill-ftifled animofity of thefe nations, and
to make them take part in a war that would affuage their urmoft
hatred.

The firft care of the Romans was to fecure the fidelity of their
sllies. They next fent a legion of 4000 men to protect the inha-
bitants of Rhegium, who, though Greeks by blood and language,
were Romans in affe@ion. But it unfortunately happened that the
greater part of this legion confifted of licentious Campanians, headed
by their countryman Decius lubellius, a wretch capable of every
enormity. The Campanians beheld from Rhegium the towers of
Meflené on the oppofite fide of the Strait, and the fight reminded
themt of the fuccefsful villainy of their now envied brethren, Iu
bellius exhorted them, in the midft of the prefent genetal convellion
of Italy, to imitate the bold example which would crown them with
wealth and power. The defign was executed as fiercely as it Had

Zomaras, Phatarch.
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been cruelly conceived. The unfufpe&ting Rhegians weie maffacred 3
their women and property became a fpoil to the murderers ; and thofe
abominable affaflins, having foon entered into a confederacy with
their neighbours of Meflen¢, brethren to them in blood and infamy,
fet the refcntment of Kome at defiance, and ftyled themfelves the
new commonwealth of Rhegium *  We fhall {ee in due time the
jate but dreadful vengeance which overtook the contriver and the
aQlors in this perlidious and murderous enterprize.

Meanwhile the conful Coruncanius, having marched northwards
to reprefs infurre@ions in Tufcany, the concerns of the fouth were
committed to his collcague Leevinus. He proceeded into Lucaria,
and encamped on the left bank of the Siris, which, after watcring
the Platzan fcttlement Pandofia, flows into the Tarentine gulph near
Heraclza, a colony of Tarentum. Pyrrhus was alfo in the field,
but flill unaccompanied.by his auxiliaries. Lavinus hoped to fight
him before their arrival; and having received from him a herald
with the propofal of fubmitting to his arbitration the differences be-
tween Rome and Magna Grzcia, the conful made reply, “ that his
countrymen neither delired Pyrrhus for their judge, nor feared him
as their enemy.” That he might difcover the foundation of this
extraordinary confidence, Pyrrhus employed fit emiffaries to exa-
mine the number and quality of the adverfe army. They were de-
teCted, however, and condufed to Lzvinus, who, inftead of
punifhing them as {pies, ordered them to be thewn every thing at
the greateft leifure. They were then difmiffed to their employer,
with the information, that a fecond, and far greater army, than that
which they had juft reviewed, was ready to take the field. The
king fcascely believing bhis own agents, ventured to reconnoitre in
pexfop the  quadrapgular camp of the Romans, and when he had
aceurately, furveyed the judicious plan of the whole, and the nice
eppfiguration of the parts, exclaimed to Megacles, one of his genecrals
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who accompanied him, ¢ Thefe Barbatians have nothing barbarous
in their‘encampments ; we fhall fee, whether the bravery of their
a&lons correfponds with the {kill of their difpofitions.” But every
thing, that he had yet heard or feen, inclined him to avoid a battle
before the arrival of his expe&ed fuccours. For this purpofe it was
neceflary to defend, if poffible, the paflage of the Siris. His move-
ments, however, with this intention, were ill-concerted and unfuccefs-
ful. The Romans paffed the tiver with little moleftation. A general
a@ion enfued, in which the legions were feven times repelled by the
phalanx, and feven times returned to the charge . Pyrrhus per-
formed prodigies of valour; his horfe was killed under him, and
Megacles, wt o fought in the royal garb, was miftaken and flain for
his mafter, The vitory of the Greeks was due to the compact
afrangement of their phalanx ; to the terror occafioned among the
Roman horfe by the appearance and noife df the elephants; and to
the rapid evolution and refiftlefs irruption of the Theffalian fquadrons,
whofe fuperiority was confpicuous in 4ll the combats of cavalry
during that age. According to the moft moderate computation, the
Romans loft 7000 men; the Greeks, about half that number: the
vanquifhed, abandoning their camp, retreated into the flill friendly
diftriet of Apulia: Pyrrhus, after burying even the enemy's flain,
out of refpe& to their valour, haftened into Campania in order to
make conquefts, or gain allies through the fame of his glorious vic-
tory. His attempts failed againft Naples and Capua; he captured
Fregellz, a2 Roman colony on the Siris, and from thencé proceeded
t6 Przuefte within twenty-five miles of Rome,

By this time two legioné had been raifed with ‘a view to reinforce
Lezvinus; and his cofleague Coruntanits had returned tridmphant
"from “Tufcany. Pyrrhius, in confequence of this mtclligtnl‘;&, per-
ceived his dariger of being inclofed betéveen two confilaf”Srrhtes.
He refolved, therefore, to return fouthward with his fpd'f“m& ‘pri-
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feners to_ Tarentum, fufpeéling, that Jtaly was mot the..country in
which it would be eafy for him to gather laurels. This fufpicion
was much Rrengthened by occurrences which immediately followed.
The Romans fent to him a deputation of three fenators, Dolabella
and KEmilius, famous for the reduction of the Galli Senones ¥, and
Fabsicius who had more recently in the defence of Thurii figmalized
bis fkiil and valowr.againft the Samnites and Lucanians. Pyrtbus
fondly hoped.thaz they had gsome to treat of peace, but thcir only
ervand was the exchange of prifoners, particularly their captive
knights, ef whow ,800 had fallen into the enemy’s hands in con-
fequence ‘of the diforder produced by his elephants among the
Roman cavalry. . Pyrrhus gratuitoufly releafed 200 of the number,
and allowed the whole remainder to return to Rome on their parole
that they might celebrate the Saturnalia. Acccording to the Greek
cuftom, he eantertained the ambafladors at his table; and on this
occalion, when Cineas, :t‘[é king’s minifter and friend, was explain-
ing the fathionable philofbphy of Epicurus, * that pleafure was the
greateft of goods, and that the gods were neither delighted with our
virtues, nor offended by our crimes,” Fabricius exclaimed, ¢ may
fuch principles aGuate Pyrrhus and his allies while they continue at
wariance with Rome !” The king bad already acknowledged the
wouth of Fabricius, as 2 man whom he could neither fcare by his
elephants, nor corrupt by his gold: his fimple word had been de-
glared a-certain pledge. for the return of the Roman prifoners ; and

when they a@ually returned, Pyrrhus, in.admiration of proceedings
hndike to what he had been accuftomed to meet with in the wars
of the Eaft, fent Cineas to the fenate with. offers.of peace and the
sefioration of all prifoncrs unranfomed, on condition that Magna
¢ M;}d‘be Jeft unmolefted, and. that, for. its future fecurity,
the. Romans: (heuld evacuate their firongholds in the neighbouring
wa ﬁmmum Aucania, and Apulia. A the infligation. of
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Appius Claudits Crecus, fo named from hie blindnefs, the fenate:re~
je&ted all terms of sccommodation, and: even determined not to
recéive any new propofal frem Pyrrhus, while he semained in ltaly
with &n army

« ' I confequerice of this tranfa&ion towards the end of winter, the
king invaded Apulia early in the {pring : he gained fome towns by:
affauk, and others by capitulation. But his fuccels terminated
on the arrival of the confuls Sulpicius and Decius, the latter of whony
wag {on and grandfon to the two Decii, who had fucceflively devoted
themfelves to voluntary and certain death in the fervice of their
country ; events of which both Pyrrhus and his foldiers were ap-
prifed. As that prince, however, had kept up a communication by
fed with Epirus, and the Lucantans and Samnites had by this time
foined his ftandard, the firength which he now muftered was fitted
to tofpire confidence. It exceeded forty thouland men. The Ro-
mars led againft him two confular armies, cach confifting, as ufual,
of two legions with a due proportien of auxihiaries; fo that their
force fell {hort by about one-fourth of that of the enemy. To relift
his elephants, the Romans accoutred their firongeft horfes in, plates
of iron, and yeked them in chariots blazing with fire-brands, and
briftting with iron forks. It appears not, however, that this can-
ttivance was made available in a&tien. The battle was foughs, at
Afcutom in Apulia, and the field fo obftinately difputed, that .it is
faid ro have contained fifteen thoufand flain on either fide, whenithe
apptoach of night left the victory fiill dovbtful. The phalinx; re-
mainéd impenetrable, until a detachment being feot, by Pyrrhus
Attt the Apuliane whe ‘had bréken -iato his camp,, difcompafed
Lo @Hfcottaped the Epirots, ‘and thus predeting a: futtuation in
‘their lite] 'gave admiflion; in viirieus ‘parts; to dhe ! Romam fwondf-
‘mvh, T ¢onful Decits had-fallen it the beginning of theserigaga-
ment, and near the clofe of it, Pyrrhi 'was feverely <wobnued

*latarch, ibid. %
with
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with a pilum. Next day, though both parties claimed the [(upes
riority, yet both thought fit to retreat ; Pyrrhus, to Tarentum ; the
Ronians, 1o the friendly firongholds in Apulia. The dreadful carnage
on both fides is attcfted indeed by the long ina@ivity which follow-
ed it © and Pyrrhus when congratulated on his viQtory, faid frankly,
“ ‘Another fuch, and we are undone,” Duiing the remainder of
the campaipgn, he fhewed no inclination to ritk a fecond gencral en-
gagenient § and when the new co .fuls Fabrictus and Eniilius cotered
the field again@t him in the {pring, an event happened which made
him miore defirous than ever of accommodating his differences with
the Romans ",

The king’s phyfician, with equal levity and bafenefs, feat a
letter to Fabricius, offcring for a due reward to poilon his royal
maller. Tabricius immediately tranfmitted this letter to Pyrchus,
accompanied with another from himfelf to the following purport.
“ You make an unhappy choice of your friends and of your
enemies, as the writing herewith fent will afford proof. Your
hoflilities are direted againft honeft men, while you repofe con~
fidence in villains. This communication is not made through regard
to your fafety, but left the Romans, if any misfortune happened
to you, fhould ever be fufpected of having employed expedients
unworthy of them.” Pyrrhus exclaimed, that in this letter he re-
cogrifed the foul of Fabricius, a man not to be diverted from the
path of ‘re@itude, any more than the fun from its courfe ™. He
immediately difpatchied Cineas to Rome with rich prefents, and the
releafeof al] prifoners, 'The Romans, both in their individual and
colle@inve capacity '*’, rejeCted his prefents, and claiming no remune-
ration for an a& of mere juftice, they fent back an equal number of
phifoners in .exthange, but firmly maintained their firft refolution of
not - hearkening to any texms of accommodation, until the king
{hawld withdraw from Italy.

144 Plutarch, ibid. ¢ Valerius Maxim. | iv. ¢, 3.
% Plutarch i Pyriho.
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Ta this rafolution Pyrrhus was fhorily afterwards detersnined
by the magnanimity,of the Romans, his own inconflancy, and
an emergency altogether independent on thefe cavfes, but whicks
ftromgly co-operated with them. This was an invitation from the

Siahv i, v & Greeks in Sicily, harraffed ar the prelent crifis by evils above ex~
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plained, and who faw no other defunce but the arms of Pyrrhus,
wholg marriage with the daughter of Agathocles gave him ftrong
claims ia their ifland, againlt the ufurpations of the Carthaginians
on one fide, and the rapacity of the Mamertiaes on the other. The
Carthaginians had not Leen inattentive to his frallan warfare. They
had long lcoked to that quarter as prefenting mioft danger to their
republic ; but Magna Gracia, not Latium, was the obje@ of their
jealoufy. The frength of Carthage had been fhaken and bent by
the invafion of Apgathocles, Pyrrhus, with equal abilities, was arie
mated by not lefs ardent ambition. The Carthaginians, therefore,
moft heartily withed fuccefs to Rome, in the defenlive war which the
waged with that prince, and had even made offers of fending a fleer
to her affiltance, if that fhould be deemed ncceflary ™', With fuch
apprehenfions, we muft refer to that inflability above explained in
their cowncils, in order to comprehend the extreme remifli efs with
which they guarded the ftraits of Meflina; for Pyrrhus, upon the
preflig folicitations fent to him from Sicily, having lefr 1 gamifon
in ‘Tatentum, immediatcly embarked for that ifland, rcuclieldl* at
"Fauromenium, landed at Catana, and unintefrupted !::f-y 'the Cartha-
gifians, marched with an increafing army towatds Syfaciffe.
Thuridn and Sofiftratus, who, as we have feen, held i divilled
fovertignty in that city, entrafted 16 his command' #ti ‘whiokd mi‘ﬁ’-
tary add naval force. He whs' Joined by Tyndarion, th¢ fenefal Bf
Tawtodveninm ; ' Agrigentum expelled it§ Catthagitiian’ garrifon”s (RY
infisrreStion i his’ favour was univerfal throlghour the ifidnd ;" ind

Djodes. Eclog. xxii.
Pyrshus
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Pyrshus {faw at his difpoful upward of thirty thouland foat, three thou-
fand horfe,and a fleet of two hundred gallies, which were employed
by that prince with an activity and effe® worthy of his ambitiom
The Gaxthaginians were driven to the weftern coraer of the ifland
diftingnifhed by the promontory Lilybzum, alter they had loft
Panormus on the northern, and Sclinus on the foutherr fhore. At
the other extremity of Sicily, ncar the promontory Pylorus
Pygehus’ detachments had proved equally fuccefsful againft the
Mameitines vi Mefleue.  The hoftilitics of thefe Banditti had been
reprefled, their rapacious colleCtors had been made prifoners, they
had been beat from their ftrongholds in the country, and were
cooped up within the walls of their capital. Lilybzum and Meflene,
at the mutually remoteft points of Sicily, were the only places that
held out againft the arms of the invader ™’

In Lilybzum, the Carthaginians refifted with unabating vigour;
and being mafters of the ncighbouring fea, continually multiplied
the mecans of defence by new fupplies of men and provilions, of
arms and military engines. Pyrrhus befieged the place for two
months, and is faid to have performed prodigies of valour, worthy
of his anceftor Achilles. But his foul, equally impatient, was not
proof again(l the initations of delay ; his temper was completely
overfet ; he thirfled for fpeedicr vengeance, and the example of
Agathocics had taught him that the enemy was moft vulnerable in
Carthage. His refolution to invade Africa was followed by moft ob-
noxious mcafures for carryiug the defign into execution. In the
prefling of fa":!nrs for his flcer, his agents were guilty of fuch cruel
tics, a8 inflamed, the hafty temper of the Sicilians into mutiny.

The punithment of their ringleaders only exafperated their fury, and.

the. exgrtions “of this fury were repreffed by new acs of tyranny.
Thofe of Pyrrhus’ advifers, who exhorted him to perfevere in coer-
cjiun. were alone in credit with him ; and all who would have per-
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' whom he'had 'been igvited into tlic ifland, and by whom chiefly hie
‘authority: in' it had been eftablithed, were heard  with: difpuft;

treated with fufpicion, - and many of them punifhed as traitors. ' JIa
confequence of fuch’ proceedings, his ftandard was univerfally
abandoned by the iflanders '**; and a new armament from Carthige;
threatened to overwhelm the puny force of his faithful Epirots. i
-In’this' diftrefsful perplexity, the natural refuit of his own Head-
firong folly, Pyrrhus was glad to cfcape from Sicily, as from a vefel
tempeft-toft and unmanageable, and to feek rather honourable than
fafe refuge in his renewed war with the Romans. That people;
though affli&ted with a malady, which under the name of peftilence
had raged above twenty times at Rome fince the foundation of
the city, had, during Pyrrhus’ abfence in Sicily, gained fucceffive
victories over the Lucanians and Samnites, and made themfelves
mafters of the Greek cities, Locri, Heraclza and Crotona; the lafk
of which was furrounded by ftrong walls twelve miles in circuit.
Their armies had undertaken a new invafion of Lucania and Samnium,
when Pyrrhus arrived at Tarentum, after being purfued at fea by
thé Carthaginians, and at land by the Mamertines, the latter of
¥whom, having crofled the Frith, much haraffed his march. Butnote
withftanding thefe affliCting circumftances, he found t6 his joy, that
the yet independent Greek cities, reinforced by -all the furrounding
Barbariane, the Bruttii, Salentines, Lucanians;’ Meflapiatis, “itid
Sammnites, had combined towards one vigorous'exention for refifting
the domtination of Rome. Of the forces collefted from' &' many
‘nations, the {maller divifion marched into Lucania, 10 keep in"theck

§he ‘Confut Cornelius Lentulis, who had entered that difirict ¢ i while

Pyritics ot'the head of éighty thoufand foet) and’ fix ‘tHoulktid

“horfe-préceeded to’offer battle to his colléague - Curiue Pentdtiss (th

Samnium,

Piutarch in Pyrrho.
o “The
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, The Romans had encampad on a rough and woody fpat, ncar agity' c u A p.

then called Maleventum, learning from experiepce that fueh ground X4
was moft unfavourable to the phalank. They had alfo provided Deiifive
themfglves with ignited weapons of an improved confiru&ian, which ,'ﬁ‘ﬁt’v‘e’f‘mm
were fuccel:fully employed againft the terror of the enemy’s ele- i{jsémﬁ’_‘;”_'“
phants "*°.  Thele precautions, and ftill more their valour in the time B.C. 275.
of a&ion were rewarded with a memorable and decifive vi&ory.
Above thirty thouland of the enemy were counted among the flain,
while the prifoners amounted to ouly thiiteen hundred, for the
Conful Curins determined, by the greatnefs of the carnage, to break
at once the force of fo formidable a confederacy **'.

The battle of Beneventum, for thus, by a grateful change, the Pycrhus’
place was thenceforth named, proved completely decifive; and de- I«fiﬂl'.‘:‘,f“md
termined Pyrihus who had nothing of the perfeverance of Alexan- 11:2\:{3?:2:.“
der, his boalted model, to-crofs the Ionian fea with all convenient
expedition. To cover his thame he amufed the allies who had un-
happily confided in him, with a promile of {peedy and more effec.
tual aid ; and to promote this delufion coudefcended to the mean-
nefs of reading to them many counterfeit letters which he pre-
tended to have received from his own and the ncighbouring king-
doms **,  Having then left Milo, oune of his officers, to guard the
citadel of Tarentum, he pafled into Epirus, carrying with him only
eighg thoufand foot and five hundred horfe. By fingular good for-
tyne, he regaiped, for a moment, poflefion of Macedon ; but loft
thag kingdow, his fon Prolemy, and his own life, by an unfeafon-
abje .invatien of Peloponnefus. e fell combating in the ftreets of
Argos, not by the hand of any rival champion, but killed by a tile
from a boufs 1op, thrown by an anxious mother, who {natched hes
.qmg,,‘,[pb from danger by deftroying his affailant. Thus perithed
Bysthwg i death, 1as well a5 in bis whole life, the {post of cantin-

»* Ovofins, 1 iv. c. 2. n: Polyen, Stratagem. L vi. ¢. 6.
¢ Plutarch in Pyrrhoe
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gencics 5 a gredt warrior "' who gained only ufelefs vidories, an

artful poltician wha formed only wunfuccefsful projefts, a meteor
which blazed fiercely for a time, leaving no traces behind it, fince
his bold fapguinary career terminated only in tranfmitting his little
kingdom of Epirus, much exhaufted in wealth and firength to a
prince named Alexander, born to him by Lanafla, the daughter of
Agathocles, Befides this Alexander, Lanaffa brought to her hufband
Nereis, married to Gelon of Syracufe, and involyed, as we fhall {ee
prefently, in the difafters which ruined the family of that prince.
Alexander the fon of Pyrrhus, was fucceeded by a defcendant named
Ptolemy, in whofec daughter Deidamia, the race of the Aacida
became extin; and Epirns was ere@ed into a commonwealth,
whofe tranfaGions, until it was reduced with peculiar circumftances
of cruelty under the Roman yoke, will be embodied in a following
part of this hiftory. 2

In lefs than two years after the repulle of Pyrrhus, the Romans
completely reduced his allies, the Lucanians, Samnites, and Taren.
tines. Upon his firft arrival in Italy, the Carthaginians we have
feen, had made offers of afliftance to Rome: they now changed
their policy in confequence of the Roman preponderancy, and en-
deavoured to fave Tarentum from the grafp of the viGorious com~
mopwealth. That place was taken: and the {quadron which they
had fent to defend it, fowed the feeds of the firft Punic war,grhich
broke out cight years afterwards. Rome at length enjoyed leifure
to punith her infamoys legion, which being fent to the prote@ion of
Rhegiam had badifhed or butchered the citizens of that place, and
appropriated their wives, children, and cffe@ts. During ten years
7 SR oy Y 3 da ; i
tradiftion. Tl fpeakisg of the:famons con- whar palled at the above mehtigned eonfer-
ference between Scipio and Hapaibal, at  encey makes Hannibal aflign ?g eﬁg@ place
Pyrrbué the find of ol gemeralsy-Beipio the third to himfelf. Plutarth m::
ﬁiow 5 and himflf the shirds Platarch in p. g8u "
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that thefe wretches had ufurped Rhegium, they had maiutained an
intimate correfpondence with=their fellow afla{fyns, the fierce Mamer-
tines of Meffene. Thie two cut-throat communities, feparated only by
a narrow frith, mutually abetted each other’s enormities ; and, during
Pyrrhus’ wars in [taly, ravaged many parts, both of that country and
of Sicily. The time was now come for deftroying the one of thofe con-
federates in guilt, and thereby much weakening the other. Soon after
taking Tarentum, the Romans laid fiege to Rhegium. The affaflins
made a futious refiftance.  Of four thoufand, their original number,
only threc hundred were drageged in chains to Rome, and there
fcourged and beheaded . Their leader Dacius Jubellius, is cited as
an example of that facred vengeance, which ufually purfucs enormous
wickednefs, Having paflcd fiom Rhegium to MNletene, and being
feized there with a malady in bis eyes, he applicd to the moft
cminent furgeon of the place to which he had come, who happened
to be a native of that from which he had removed. This furgeon ad-
miniftered to him an application, which totally deftroyed his eye-
fight : and, having thus avenged the aflaffination of his fellow-citi-
zens, provided for his perfonal fafety by a precipitate flight from
Mecflene. The blind Jubellius had returned to Rhegium befere the
capture of that city ;. and only efcaped the public execution which
awaited him at Rome, by killing himfelf in prifon ***,  The Romans
collefled the remains of the difperfed Rhegians, and reinftated them
in their poffeflions, their laws, and their liberties ",

In the interval of eight years that elapled from the taking of
Tarentum to their war with the Carthaginians for Sicily, they com-
pleted the conqueft of that part of the peninfula antiently compre-
hended under the name of Italy. Cornelius triumphed over the
Sarfinates, the fierceft mountaineers in Umbria ' : Sempronius fub-

% Polybius, I.i. ¢ 7. Appian, Zonaras. " Polybius, 1 i. e 7. o
Asy Dio{’:or. ;E'.xc.erp. 1. xxii. p. 561 et Ap- 7 Polyb. L i1 ¢. 16, ¢t Tafli Capitolin.

pian de Rebus Samnit. L ix. €. 3.
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dued the more populous nation of the Picentes, extending from
the mountains of Ukmibria to the coaft of the Hadriatic. Their
capital Afculum, with other ftrong-holds, were reduced to uncon-
ditional furrender ***: and three hundred and fixty thoufand men
fwore allegiance to the victors ", The Salentines, occupying the
heel of Italy, next {uffered the punifhment due to allies of Pyrrhus
They afférded an eafy triumph to Regulus and Libo **'; and yiclded
their convenient fea port, Brundufium, which [ent out and received
fleets with the fame wind, and was deemed incomparably the belt
harbour on the fouthern coalts of Italy "*,

The opulence of Rome received great acceflion from the war
of Magna Grazcia. Inftead of herds of cattle driven from the
Sabines and Volfci, the empty cars of the Gauls, and the broken
arms of the Samnites, Papirius Curfor exhibited in his triumph
over Tarentum, innumerable carriages loaded with precious furni-
ture; pictures, flatues, vales, with a profufion of implcments and
ornaments of gold'and filver ', The public profperity was attefted
by the introduion of denarii and quinarii of filver "%, which re-
ceived the name of money, becatife firft coined in the temple of ad-
monithing Juno, Juno Moneta '*. As the important conqueft of the
Picentes which we have juft mentioned, nearly toincided in point of
time with this new coinage, the molft antient denarii are ftamped
with the image of Picus, the reputed founder of the nation of the
Picentes, fupplicating the protection of a Roman magiltrate '*°,
But fpoils, in the form of precious metals, were accompanied by fill

" Eutropius, I. ii. et. Liv, Epitom. L xv. ' The later denarii are ftamped with the

¥ Plin. N. Hit. L i, c. 1§, figure of Rume, and with a biga or quadriga
*o Tit. Liv. ibid. Florus, L. i. c. 20, on the reverfe. The quinarii, five afes,
# Faft, Capitolin.’ were called vi@toriati, from the fgure of vic.
' Polybius, 1. x. ¢. 1. Enpius. Zonaras, tory. - The feRertii, 23 afes, are ufually
¥ Florus, 1. 1. c. 28, diftinguithed by the figures of Caftor and
“ Plin. b xexiif. ¢ 3. Pollux,

¥ Suidas in Merna.
more¢
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more importaat acquifitions, The conquered nations were ftripped of
one part of their lands to be divided among Roman citizens, and of
another part to be cultivated as public domain at a ftipulated rent,
The Tarentines were fubje&ed to a fevere annual tribute : and the
augmentation by thefe means accruing to the public revenues made
it neceflary to double the number of quaftors . Two of thele
financial adminiftrators hagl the care of the temple of Saturn, which
ferved at Rome for a treafury : two attended the confuls in their
military expeditions : the four remaining were diftributed among
four diftinct departments in Italy : at Oftia in Latium, Cales in Cam-
pania, Sena, in the country formerly belonging to the Galli Scnones,
and Tarentum in Magna Gracia ™. The Romans with their ufual
prudence confolidated their conquefts by colonies. Within the inter-
val jull mentioned, they planted Cofa and Poeftum *’, the former in
Tufcany, the latter on the coaft of Lucania: and five years afterwards
they colonifed Ariminum in the territory of the Gauls, and Beneven-
tum in that of the Samnites ™, Their new pofleflions were thus firmly
united with the old, under the various titles of eqlonies, municipia,
allies, and fubje@s: and to enlarge the bafis of a dominion proje&-
ing on Evcry fide, the antient Sabines weré' now advanced to the
complete dignity of Roman citizens; an equal right of fuffrage, and
an equal participation in all offices of authority. At the next cenfus
or luftrnm, in the four hundred and ninetieth year &f the city, the
number of Romans capable of bearing arms amounted to two
hundred and ninety-two thoufand two hundred and twenty-four ',
But popu‘loufnefs formed the leaft pre-eminent diftin&ion of a people
mvrgoratqd by exertion, difciplined by laws and manners, and to
whmﬁthc beflt inftitutions both public and domeftic, had through
quﬁ%im. been rendered the moft agreeable ; above all, who in their
% Tacit Annal. L xi. c. 323. Liv. Epitom. §. xiv.

w8 T, Liv. Epuom !Vh Conf: Pigh. 7 Velleius, ibid. _
Anaal. ad an. 488. U.C.* " Tit. Liv. Epitom. 1. xvi. Eutropius,

1% Velleius Paterculns, 1. 1. ¢. 11, Conf. 1. ii. c. 18,
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behaviour to friends and enemies invariably adhered to a pra@ically
accurate admeafuremefit of rewards and punifhments, and thus pur-
fued for the attainment of empire, thofe natural and folid maxims
which far furpafs in eflicacy all political refincments.

In this flourifhing condition of the commonwecalth, the Cartha-
ginians, who had unfeafonably offended her by interference in the
defence of one part of Magna Grecia, fopn provoked her jealoufy
by perpetual ufurpations in the other. The power of Carthage had
been bent, not broken, by the invalion of Agathocles. During
a peace of forty years which followed that event, an indufirious and
maritime people had full leifure to repair their lofles, and once more
began to fhine in all the brightnefs of naval and commercial prof-
perity. Mafters of a vaft domain in Africa, of many important
fettlements in Spain, of Sardinia, and other inferior iflands in the
Tufcan fea, they had been continually gralping one city in Sicily
after another, until the turbulent republic of Syracufe, almoft alonc
indcpendent, was now comprefled on one fide by the fubje@s of
Carthage, and on the other by the fierce Mameitines of Meflend.

The rapacity of thefe ufurpers had reccived a check by the de-
ftru@ion of their confederates in Rhegium. But other events, at firft
ficht highly unpromifing to them, had tended to increafe their
courage. The mercenaries belonging to Syracufe, being, as often
happened, at variance with the m.giftrates, appointed generals by their
own authority, among whom was young Hieron ', who had been
recommended to their choice by his popular manners, his conlpi-
cuous valour, and his deicent from the generous and* high-minded
Gelon, the brighteft charafter in the long line of antient Syracufan
kings. Through the bold cxcrtions of the mercenaries, and his own
addrefs in gaining a party among the citizens, Hieron made himfelf
mafter of the obnoxious magiftrates and their capital : bat ufed his
advantage with fuch mildnefs and magnanimity, that his praifes,

17 Polybius, L iv ¢, 8, gt feq. Conf. Jultin, J. xxiil. ¢, 40
’ were
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were founded more loudly by thofe whom he had conquered, than
by the infiruments or companions of his vidtory. Hieron, with
univerfal confent, was named general againft the Mamertines, who
were carrying on, as in every autumn, their predatory incurfions.
He led forth part of the citizens in arms, together with the whole
body of the mercenarics; but knowing the ficklenefs and levity of
his countrymen, and that thofe who remained at home, were ealily
moved to feverity againft their generals ferving abroad, he entered
before his expedition into a bond of amity with Leptines, a man in
high credit with the multitude, and cemented his union with that
powerful citizen, by taking his daughter in marriage. Haviny thus
provided a fit coadjutor in policy, his next care was to rid himfe!f by
war of thofc turbulent hirelings, who had been the ready infiruments
of his clevation, but whofe capricious inconftancy might as fuddenly
precipitate him from power. To this end he dexteroufly expofed
them to the Mamertines, by whom the greater part of them were cut
in pieces: while the well affeted portion of his army was led home
in fafety. Elated by their vidlory over tlie mercenaries, the Mamer-
tines renewcd their devaftations, extended them more widely than
ever, and by lofing difcretion through fuccels, atlength carricd them
on as incautioufly as fiercely. Hicron meanwhile had been collect-
ing recruits ; thefe he carefully difciplined, at the famne time that he
animated the old foldiers with a ncar profpe& of revenge. In
a fhort time he took the field with an army, confident in its own
firength, and the abilities of its general ; and having furprifed the
enemy at the’river Longanus, which wathes the beautiful Mylzan
plain, he gave them a total dcfeat, purfued them with great flaugh-
ter, and made captive their leaders, This glerious exploit raited
Hicron to the throne of Syracufe: while the Mamertines retired
within their walls, and inftead of any longer fending forth their
ravenous banditti, to infeft the neighbouring territories, trembled for
the fafety of their own guilty ftronghold.

Amidft
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Amidft the divided councils incident to misfortune, one part of
them applicd to the* Carthaginians, and another to the Romans.
Among the latter people, the fcnate enjoyed the prerogative of dil-
cufling in the firlt inftance all matters of foreign policy. The con-
queft of fouthern Italy had brought, they acknowledged, the vic-
torious arms of their country to the thores of Sicily 5 but, however
tempting the occaflion, they declined to interpofe in favour of the
infamous Mamertines, whofe demerit furpaded that of the recently
and moft juftly punithed Rhegians, fince the latter had been imi-
tators, but the former were originals and models, in perpetrating the
moft execrable villainy. The popular affembly was far lefs feru-
pulous. Its leaders reprefented the critical fituation in which the
fafety of Rome muft be placed, fhould Carthage, alrcady poffeffed
of nearly all Sicily, and whole dominion was gradually encompaf-
ing and threatening their own, gain poffeflion of Meffene, which
by its commodious fituation on the ftraits, feemed to rite like
a bridge for pafling conveniently into Iraly., This was the argument
on which they thought fit chicfly to dwell; but as they hoped to
enrich themfeclves as generals in the expedition, fo they failed not to
point out to the a}ridity of the foldiers, that the infular part of
Magna Gracia furpaffed the continental in opulence .

While the Romans deliberated, the Carthaginians were in arms.
They entered Meflené, and placed a garrifon in its citadel. Upon
learning that event, the Roman comitia, or general affembly of the
nation, without waiting for the authority of the fenate, fent the
conful Appius Claudius to the ftraits. His arrival there occafioned
great commotions in Mellené. The Mamertines, being moft of
them Italians, were lefs fearful of Rome than of Carthag‘e ;- and
when they underftood that a Roman conful had advanced”to their
neighbourhood, they flew to arms, overpowered the party in_the
citadel who abetted the Carthaginians; expelled all whom they

" Polybius, L i. c. 8,

Judged
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judged their foes, with equal cruclty and infult; and urged the con-
ful Appius to ufe the utmoft diligence in goming to them and
feconding their boldnefs. Before he could pafs the ftraits in tranf-
ports with which he was furnifhed by the dependent Greek cities on
the Italian fhore, Meffené was invefted on one fide by the refent-
ment of the Carthaginians, and on another by the policy of Hieron,
who deemed this a fit.opportunity for rooting out of Sicily a com-
monwecalth of robbers and aflafins, long the opprobrium of that
ifland. But Appius with great refolution threw himfelf into Mef-
fene in the night time ™. When apprifed of the ftrength and animo-
fity of the befiegers, he made offers to them of an accommodation,
on coudition that the Mamertines fhould be included in it. His
prepolals were reje€ted both by Hieron and by the Carthaginians,
Appius fought with them feparately, and fucceflively defeated
them.

With this double victory commenced the firft Punic war, which
lafted with little intermiffion for twenty-four years, and in which,
though Sicily was its main fcene as well as its principal obje&, the
actions of the native iflanders make but a f{inall figure in hiftory.
Their citics, many of them rich and populous, were deformed or ruined
by the invading rivals, as their arms alternately prevailed. In the fack
of Agrigentum, the Romaus, in one day, fold twenty-five thoufand
citizens for flaves. Shortly afterwards that magnificent city, fecond
only to Syracufe, was nearly depopulated and demolifhed by the Car-
thaginians ™. The inland country for the moft part fubmitted to
the legions, while the fleets of Carthage domineered over the fea
cqaf, But in this general outline of the war, Syracufe, a mari-
gmc city,,, ftands as an important exception. Its king Hieron,
"whq{'e good policy continued confpicuous through a reign of fifty
Y <ars, had the fagacity, in his firft intercourfe with the Romans, to

s Polybing, I i ¢. R Cenf. Frontin. ' Confi Tit. Liv. L xvi. c. 58, L xviii,
Stratagem. L. iv. <. 38.
2 difcern
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difcern the incomparable fuperiority of their charaller; and having
made atonement to them for his ill-advifed oppofition to a confular
army, he craved and obtained their friendfhip, and continued thence-
forth to be numbered with the moft zcalous, and moft firenuous of
their allies.

Bur even with Lis maritime afiitance, the Romans, who now firft
carried armies beyond {uvas, labourcd under great inconveniences
in contending with a pecople, who had long commanded all the wel-
tern fhorcs of the Mediterrancan. They were not indecd, as is
generally 1eported by hiftorians, too prone to the marvellous, altos
gether unacquainted with fea affairs.  As carly as the reign of Ancus
Martius, their fourth king, they had built the convenient harbour of
Oftia, at the mouth of the Tiber: and in the firll year of the re-
public, they counted among their maritime allics or fubjeQs, the
cities of Ardea, Antium, Laurentinm, Circeii, Anxur or Teriacina,
In that memorable year, the firft confuls, Junius Brutus and Marcus
Horatius, obtained a treaty of commerce with Carthage, already ap-
proaching, as we have cxplained above, through the deftruQlion of
the firft and far greater Tyre, to the zenith of its extenfive maritime
dominion. In this inftrument, which has fortunatcly come down to
us ', the Carthaginians granted to the Romans a frec trade to Sicily ;
they granted to them allo the privilege of buying and fclling in Sar-
dinia and Africa, without paying other impofts than certain ftipu-
lated fees, to the criers and public clerks of the markets ; but they
forbad the Roman merchantmen to pafs beyand the fair promontory,
now Cape Bon, towering an the north of Carthage, and {hutting up,
as with a firong bulwark, the valuable unwalled towns in Byzatium
or Emporia. The Carthaginians, on their part; agreed not to erect
any fortrefs inr Latium ; and, if carried to that coaft in purfuit of an
enemy, promifed to ufe their beft endeavours not tq pafs a fingle
night in the country., The fpirit of thefe articles accords well with

Polybius, 1. iil, c. 2335

the
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the circumftances of the contralting parties. The Carthaginians
from a commercial jealoufy, as well as from fears of a political na-
ture """, were unwilling that the Romans thould trade dire@ly with
.Byzatium ; they totally debarred them, therefore, from that part of
the African coaft, and in cafe they were driven thither by ftrefs of
weather, commanded them to carry nothing from thence, except
what was effentially requifite for refitting their veflels, or performing
indifpenfible facrifices. With regard to Carthage itfelf, and all the
weftern parts of Africa, as well as the ifland of Sardinia, the
Roman traders were placed, in fome meafure, under the controul of
criers and clerks, appointed by the magiftrates of Carthage; their
tranfa&tions were to be public, and the public faith was thereby
pledged for the exa@ fulfillment of all bargains. As to Sicily, on
the other hand, the Romans were indulged in the moft perfeQ free-
dom. The Carthaginians, as yet, poffeffed fearcely a third part of
Sicily. The Greeks, chiefly, were mafters of all the reft: and the
Romans, if fettered by commercial reftri®lions in one part of the
ifland, would naturally have direted their attention to another.
What were the commeodities which ‘Carthage at this time exported,
we had formerly an occafion to explain. 'The exports of the Ro-
mans, it is not difficult to conjeture. Africa, indeed, abounded
in corn, but different kinds of grain fhould feem to have been
early cultivated in Italy, which were little known on the fouthern-
coaft of the Mediterranean'’', Linen and leather, wool, oil and
wine, formed probably very important articles: above all, {laves
taken in war,, which a republic in Africa was in that age as eager in
purchafing from the coafts of Europe, as the. Europeans have in
lnter times beem bufy in profecuting the fame odious commerce
on the coafts of Africa. Befides all this, the Romans from the age
of Numa, cultivated, as we have feen, many ingenious arts, and

™ To prevent revolt among their de- " Varro de Re Raftica, 1.1 ¢, 8
pendencies, See above, p. 529,
VOL. I« 42 carried
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carried on many ufeful manufatures whofe produ@ions might be
in requeft among the:Carthaginians or the nations with which they
traded.

This memorable treaty contrafted with the Carthaginians in the
245th year of the city, had been renewed and mudified three feveral
times, that is, in the years 406, 448, and 473 of the fame xra: fo
that the Romans were not altogether inattentive to commercial con-
cerns, though matters of war and government form the exclufive
theme of their hiftorians, Neither were they firangais to fea aflairs,
nor uncxperienced in the conftruction of round, flat, heavy failing
merchantmen ; but they had not as yet builr gallies, and were alto-
gether unpradifed in naval warfare. When they carried their arms
beyond ltaly, it became neceflary to apply to thofe objecs, and they
did fo with an alacrity and perfeverance which furpaffes every thing
moft admirable in their hiftory .  Fortune, at the commencement,
feconded their views. About the time that Appius paffed the Straits
into Sicily, a Carthaginian quinquereme {ailing too near to the land,
was ftranded on the coaft of Rhegium: and being boarded by fome
Roman foldiers, was carried as a prize into that harbour. %in-
queremes or veflels with five tier of oars had been dilcovered, as
we have before feen, amidft the naval engagements of Alexander’s
fucceflors, to be the moft (crviceable rate of war-fhips ; and their
ufe very generally fubflituted to that of trireme gallies, with which,
alone, the Athenians had raifed their immortal trophies over the Per-
fians. The captured Carthaginian quinquereme ferved the Romans
by way of model ; and within the fpace of fixty days from the time
that the timber was cut down, they built a hundred fuch veffels :
commonly manned by j3oo failors and 200 marines. While the
fhip-carpenters performed their affigned tafks, the future rowers
were furnifhed with heavy oars, and, being feated on benches, were
daily exercifed " in the ufe of them. Ia this manner they were

*» Polybius, L i. ¢ 30—63. % 1d.bid. e 21

accuftomed
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accuftomed to handle thefe implements with vigour and dexterity,
and to obey with quicknefs and precifion the fignals of their officers.

With a fleet thus formed on land, Cornelius put to fea, and was
defeated ™.  Buat his fucceffor, Duillius, obtained a fignal vi&tory,
chiefly through his addrefs in converting the naval engagement into
a pitched battle. This was effeted by grappling machines, called
corvi, from the refemblance which they bore to beaks of crows.
For working thefe corvi, Duillius erected flrong pillars on the prows
of Lis gallies, Thefe pillars were furnifhed with pullies at top, and
furroundcd with ftages of ftour tiinber, bordered with a parapet knee
high. In a&ion, the corvi, being thus raifed aloof by pullies, might
be turncd to any dire@ion, fo that on whatever fide an enemy’s
vellel approached, it would be infallibly ‘'made faft by them. When
the fhips thus lay along fide of each other, the Romans enjoyed the
advantage of boarding in full line ; but when they could only bring
their own prows to touch the middle, or cither extremity, of the
cnemy’s veflels, they then advanced cautioufly in two files, the file~
leaders extending their fhields in front, and their refpe&ive followers
refting the fame arm of defence on the bordering parapets above-
mentioned, which completely defended them in flank '™, In this
manner they rufthed on the enemy with their pointed, two-edged,
mafly and well tempered fwords, incomparably the fitteft of all in-
ftiruments for fuch defperate fervice.

‘When the decifion of fea-fights was brought to this iffue, and be-
came a battle of men rather than of fhips, the Romans uniformly
prevailed : th::y were long as conftantly unfuccefsful, when the en-
gagement chiefly depended on f{wiftnels of failing and dexterity of
manceuvre. Notwithftanding this inferiority, they carried the war
into Africa, where the firft {uecefles of Regulus rivalled thofe of

"' The Punic wars conflitute that portion to enter into fuhje&ts o univerfally known,
of Roman hiftory, on which the writers of no farther than as they ferve to explain the
Rome have moft delighted to expatiate. general revolutions of the world.
¥rom the nature of my work, it feemed fit ™ Polybius, 1.1 c. 22,

422 Agathocles.
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cwu ap Agathocles. But a body of Greck mercenaries arriving at Carthage
X11.  under the Lacedzmbnian Xantippus, the Romans, about rj5,000
foot and 500 horfe, were totally defeated, and their general made

prifoner . His ftory is well known. Being fent home on his

parole to negociate an exchange of prifoners, he diffuaded his coun-

trymen from acceding to that propofal, and returned to the -cruel

death that awaited him at Carthage . In the courfe of the war,

above 700 Roman quinqueremes were deftroyed. Their lofes were

great in action, and fill greater in ftorms on the coafts both of Sicily

and Africa'®, But their fpirit in refifting thefe misfortunes, their
indefatigable perfeverance- and unextinguifhable patriotifin afford

one of the nobleft fpectacles in hiftory, On one occafion the engag-

ing {quadrons amounted calle@ively to 500, and on another to 700
quinqueremes ; the former containing 210,000, and the latter

The confl 264 500 combatants ™. At length the conful Lutatius Carulus

Catulus’® de-

shirevitiaey gained a decifive victory at the Egades ifles, off the weftern coaft of
e Sicily, funk 125 Carthaginian quinqueremes, and captured 73 with

g'g. ,54':: 'upwards of 30,000 men on board'”: fer the Romans had now
' attsmed an equality in feamanthip, and by wonderful and moft un-
wéaried difigence had brought their veflels to cope with and furpafs
thofe of the enemy in all the celerity and variety of their moft alert
fautical movements, -
ﬁﬁ:’;ﬁ;“g, During the fiege of Lilybzum, which™ lafted ten years, and ter-
m}‘uf' minated only with the war itfelf, the Carthaginians felt the utmoft
U.C. s01— anxiety to know the fate of a city, which, on account of its fituation,
i}t". 352 its fidelity, and its power, they regarded as an effestial outpoft to
e thelf empire, But none of their boldeft captains would venture
through intkicate fhallows, which lay between two Roman fquadrons
that blocked up its harbowr. At length, Haonibal, a noble Cartha-
¥ Palyhiat, L ic ¢/ g0 & fg. " Polpbingy b ic c. 35, & feq. &4 &
M Cicero, Seneca, and Horace, 1 il feq. X
Od. 3. . ~ Ibid, e b10°

. .
"Conf. Polyb. L i. £ 37 39. 54 :
ginlan,
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ginian, but named the Rhodian for his intimate conaection with ¢ g A e,
that naval ifland, in a veflel built on a new model, and at his private  Xii.
expence, darted into the defired port in fight of the whole Roman, S
fleet ™. Provoked at this audacity, the Romans, to intercept his re-
turn, prcpared ten of their {wifteft veflels, and ftationed them as near
to the harbour’s mouth as the fhallow would permit, with orders to
keep their oars fulpended in the air, ready to be plied on the firk
fignal. The Rhodian at length made his appearance, and before the
enemy could bear down on him, elcaped from the harbour in fafety:
then infulting and mortifying the Romans {till further by lying oa his
cars by way of bravado in the midft of obftacles and dangers which
they themfelves feared to approach. The fuccefs of Hannibal the
Rhodian, eacouraged other Carthaginiag captains. They built veflels
of a fimilar conftrution, and by their means kept up a uleful inter-
caurfe with the hefieged city. But one of thefe veflels having un~
forsumately ftruck on the fragment of an ancient mole, fell into the
haads of the Romans, and ferved them for a model in building thips
of their own, fitted to cope with and finally to capture all thofe of
the: enemy employed in this dangerous fervice . Thus did they
wreft from the Carthaginians the command of the fea, by inftru-
ments which, though they wanted ingenuity to invent them, they
had however the induftry to improve, and the boldnels and perfe.
verance vidtorioully to employ.
In the laft ftages of the war, there was not any Roman general Eamuw
that {urpafled in abilities and enterprize Hamilcar Barcas. This Hafstﬁfd:;.m-
man was the fathes of the great Hannibal, and of four other fons, fu it

the hemili-

wham he;; &cmwdg bogfled of rearing, “as fo_many lions whelps ug torms

1ce ime _

againft the Romans.”  When the decifive fca-ﬁghr, near the fEgades pofed on lus
ifles: wmllgd the Qut.hagqmaps to treat of peace, he r&'uf:d to i?“?:n}v
furrender the city Eryx, in which he eommanded, on any but the g
moft hondurable conditions,  Asticles, however, were foon agreed

10, by which theCarthagians not, only relinquithed all their pofleffjons

Polybius, 1. 1. c. 46. % Ibid. ¢. 47. & feq.
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in Sicily, and its {mall fatellite ifles, but confented to pay down
1,000, and to raife a tontribution of 2,200 talents in the courfe of
ten years. Such was the iffue of the firft Punic war, which gave to
the Romaas fhips and feamen, and enabled them, as we fhall fee,
only a dozen years afterwards, to carry great armaments acrofs the
Hadriatic. This advantage, which opened to them a vaft career of
conqueft in the Macedonian empire, was not on their fide cheaply
purchafed. Tn the twelfth year of the war, they muftered 297,797
citizens : at their following cenfus the number was found to be re-
duced to 251,222
The firlt Punic war involved the fate of what was regarded as the
moft important divifion of Magna Grzcia.”'. Many Greek cities
in Sicily, which had flourifhed in arts and arms, were reduced with
the far greater part of the ifland, into the form of a province; and
thus fubjected to tribute and port-duties, and the ftern jurifdiGtion
of a pretér, fent annually from Rome with an army . From this
humiliating dependance, the dominions alone of king Hieron were
exempted. His zealous co-operation with the Romans procured
for him, not the bare title, but all the fubftantial advantages of an
equal and honourable ally *.  Thefe advantages he improved with
incomaparable abilittes in his fubfequent reign of twenty-feven years,
during which Syracufe, poffefled of a territory extending fcarcely
fourfcore miles along the eaftern coaft of Sicily, enjoyed a degree of
credit abroad, as well as profperity at home, altogether unexampled
in any other fo fmall a kingdom.

% Tit. Liv, Epitom. 1, xix, Sicil. Orat, vii. Platarch in Marcell. Conf,

% SBeabo, 1 vie p. 253. & 273 Tit. Liv. L xix. ¢. 64,
®.Cicero in Verrem. & ii, De Jurifdi®.  * Td. L xix, c. 33.
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