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and with populous and peaceful cities', prot.Clod by tho !anlliry <If 
temples rather than guarded by the Ilrength of wall., Bothproduc
tive and commercial induflry had attained a high degree of improve
ment; and the mode of carrying on traffic by great caravans con ... 
dueled by officers of their own choice, produced that experience in 
travelling and that accurate

A 

knowledge of remote countries, which 

had a tendency to facilitate the march and fubfifien,e of armies. 
In this fiate of things well concerted fchemes of ambition were 
formed; and the moll: afp'iring and wilieft ufurpers found in

ftruments excellendy fitted to their ends, in the fierce Nomadic tribes 
amidR the' rands of Arabia on one fide and the deferts of Scythia on 
the other, who not yet fufficiently powerful or populous to conquer 
for themfelves, and only folicitous for fiaves and plunder", were 
eafily tempted to light for more politic allies aiming at pennancnt 
as well as extenfive conqueft !J. At the head of his native (nbjects, 

reinforced "by many Arab tribes under a chief named in Greek 
Aria:us· '6, tbe Alfyrian Ninus thus overrun great part of Alia, and 

adopted meafures for ho1ding in fubjeClion many cities and provintcs 
caft: of tbe Euphrates .7, flourHhing in ~rts and induftry, and tong 
connetl:ed in cotnm.ereial intercourfe with each otber N. Succefsful 
in 'all his undertakings, the conqoeror buUt 3. dey named from him .. 
fetf-', in the valuable Hlhmus 'between the Eupbrates and the ltgril 11<', 

and which atta.ined iu utm'Oft magnitude tn the age of its founder'-: 

This re'pon is not i~redible, for Ninus was accolt\.p:an!ed to the 
chafeo fite of his new capital, by a. great oriental arMy with many 

women and many fervanu, like Nebuchadnezzar" 'who aftcrwarda 

.. .6.M~ ,... )..Q~OI" Diodor. I. ii. ~. 3. 
Conf. Herodot. ]. iv. c. '7' 

Ii JU{bll, I. i, c. t. well ' mark. the dif
'.maioa. TIle Nomades GOlltent1 '1iaoria. 
imperio .bll:i:DebKn~. Ninus the AflYrian, 
oa the other hapd;. M~gnil1Jdine91 qu.efitz 
dominationit conEiDtla po/ullio.Q.. 6tll:i"avlt • 

• Dloclgrw. 1. ih c. z.. • 

... HerOl:lot. 1. i. c.~. 

.. Diodon15. ibid. 
lit niodoru~. 1. 'ii. c, II, -<~ l ~' ........ ,-" 

p. 737-
.. DiOdot'llJ, 1= u. C> j. 
.. Lrw.t ...,::v.. lold. n.t~ajDOt 

'afll'ly to t:.b.e eala"ltJlllDt..~4:. ~4 city. 



ALEX6.NDEIl'S ' eONQUF.STS, 

enhtrged Babylon to unrivallet1 greatneCs, and like the Tat tar prince 
who in the thirteenth century ereCted a new city contiguous to 
Pekin, greatly exceeding LODdon on its prefent ex.tended fcale \I~. 
The neighbouring ftrong.holds of A(J'yria fl, not excepting ancient 
Babylon, were drained to fupply Nineveh; habitations were granted 
to all foreigners in the fervice, who wilhed to repore from their 
military labours; in a word, none were excluded from the immuni. 
t~ of a place deClined at two remote periods; to be the telidencc. of 
the two longeft dynafiic& that ever reigned in the Eafi, I m;an the 
kings of the Houfe U of Ninus, and the Abaffidc8, Caliphs of Bagdad. 

The dHl:riCl: to which tbofe capitals appertained, owed ito pre
eminence to the two riven by which it is watered and enriched, 
not principally by fpontaneous inundation like that of the Nile 

in Egypt, but by the more ftubborn means of hydraulic eogiq.es, 
and unceafing manual labour 9'. Both the Euphrates and Tigris 
take their rife in the Armenian mountains, the Euphrates being 
formed by two main Rreams of which the one holds its tortuous 
courfe from the lofty nonhern declivity pointing to the Euxine, 

aDd the other Bows direlUy from mount Abas, the central and 
bigheft region in Armenia. The TIgris on the c~rrtrary coneas 
its ndmeron8 rills from thofe fouthero defcents whofe fmaller eleva
tion and 'Warmer afpclt oecaGon a fpeedier melting of the (nows, 
and render the periodica' fweHinga of that river many weeks earHer 
tban thofe of the Euphrates ", Of iii. t,-:o Bowing boundariea in-, 
clofiag J3abylonia, the Tigris is t~e more rapid, bae the loftier banks 
n wen as the deeper bed; and in winter rolls down the greater body 
of water. Its pR ... eminence is ftiU more .ifib1e after the firA: thaws 

. .. i~'s_ ~iI", to.c::ama. vol. ii. ts Hemdotus" J, i. c .• 91. 
p. 1-46 4t~ Ifdit. " The 1j)(r1s f.,e& i#. MitI'CA and April: 

~l ~1t,e..¢"M" '"' ... ..,.. __ .$~. t,II.e i4whr.uu }n ]l1ne an4 )l,Ily. \...onE. 
DirukN.- I. it. ' •• {... Arrian, Axptd. Alexand. }, vit c· 7 al}d 

.. T_~~"II,i .... ~b_ju .. 1~t'lGeocnehI~DJ,D&,rt.oa.XiijlOf>lW:ln·1t 
auciCllt u furodot.ua, I. i. c. 107. ' . E~edig~ 
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of fpring; bu ••• the fe.fon .dvanee, and .hO' fnow begin. to mel. 
2a\O{lg>dhofe northern and lligher mountalaa which feed the Eu
phrates, this Jatter ftre&m ~quirel a. deGided fuperiority 9'. It over
flows i.ts level banks; apd ita tilominioo over the adjacent country i, 
confirmed by a circum [lance, which. though little noticed by ancient 
hiftorians. greatly cODtributed to that fingular fertility, which, if 
any natural advantages couid refiA: Tartar defolation, Perfian anarchy, 
and TurkiIh tyranny, would in all ages have entitletl Bah) Ionia to 
boan tqe greaten cities in the world. for more rhan forty miles 

above the fite of Bagdad, ..and throughout the whole territory fouth .. 
ward (0 the fea, the pldill between the; two rivers flapes with fo 
gradual a declivity t firft from tbe Euphrates to the Tigris, and after. 
wards from tbe Tigris to the Euphrates, that h prefents in the utmeR 
pcrfeaion two vall banging gardens; with the inctlimable advantage 
in that aduft- climate of being eafily watered by canals drawn from 
the higher to the lower firum. The whole of Babylonia was im ... 
memorially interleCled by thofe artificial channels~', varying in 
magnitude from rivers fit to fufiain heavy velfels down to fuch 
minute ftreamlets as the Greeks drew along their fields for the cul
ture of millet". Not only in the intermediate peninfula, but ill 

the bordering terrirory beyond both rivers, the indufiry of man had 
reclaimed vafi tralls of contiguous deCert 100. Ten leagues weft of 
the Euphrates, there arc run marks of the great ancient canal, which 
had Bowed five hundred ~i1e8 jn the c.me direelion wirh d~e parent 
riveT, again to rejoin ;t Deac its wjde mouth '0'. This advantage on 

" Str.tbo. c· x"i. p. '4~' The Eujibratcs .... TraTeIl!r. from Aleppo to Bdora 
fan:es a pa/fage throug:ll Ta.ul'Ul t...d.ve.miJu . have loal remarked rqm.. of dt~ ... owlq 
in knc:th at a ptace ca.lred Ekgi.l.. The their exiftenu to thil artificw fertility. 
wonder· loving PJiflY iI on hil own ground. Della Valle, Oe:kJey, Ive5, .!ce:. 
,,~ he defcribel the battle Mtwun the - Niebuhr. t. ii. p. uJ. Other -rnrrcJ. 
IIlO1lll.tlIin and the river. Nlit. Hilt.. I .... e· S4. leN make the canal bep at ADbar, haIr 

.. Stnbo, 1. ix. p. sen. Com. Htrodot:. way betw~D Hit and Bilbyloa. "W'bile E4t'ili. 
J. i. c. '9)' . p. 191. ~tI it to 'I'hapI'actII, too miles 

• 01' rather pannick. II pbot of the milkt above Hit, IIld JOO &boTe BabyloD. 
kiad. XCDOph. ADabu, J. U. p. a.). 
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the 'Wefleri; lide oftbe Euphrates, "' .. balanced on the eall: of the SEC T. 
Tigris;" l:fy Sufis, at Sufiaba, a rich alluvial difiri8:: like the Dtlta of '- I ~;... ...... 
Egypt, and nearly pf the fame magnituae. The capital, Sufa, de ... 
rive"d its ' name 'from the variety lor beautiful lilies'" confpicuoua 

among the alluring' ornaments' of its ri"cr, the flowery Eulreus. 
The antiquity of the city is loft a,midf\ the doud:; of fable; and as it 
flood within an hundred miles or the Perrian gulph, and nearly at 
the equal di{lallce of two hundred from Babylon and Ecbatana, its 
central fituation helped to perpetuate its profpcrity through a Jong 
fucceffion of dynafties and empire", According to the Grecian mode 

of eftimating fertility, the...returns in Suliana amounted to an hun ... 
dred and oftcn two hundred fold u" . Grains of the fineft forts; dales, 

corton, linen were enumerated among its produ8s; and hiflary 
defpaired to reveal the immemorial eftahlilhment of thofe valuable 
manufaltures in cloth of gold and dama£k.e'd fted, for which it has 
continued famous to the latcft and wad\: of time~, when alternately 
a prey to Perfians from Shiraz and Turks ftom Baffora ' 0

4
• In a 

fubfequent part of this work, we {hall be brought back to Sufis, and 

called to deCcribe its rivers and geopraphy, when it became the 
brilliant [cene of operations between the dexterity of Eumenes and 
the ene'rgy of Antigonu8; two of the ableft But Ieall fortunate among 
Alexander's captains. It is enough at prefent to remark,' that this 
flat alluvial diftriCl: formed a continuation of the rich Babylonian 

plain, throcgh which, in addition to other advantages, tbere was 
tbe utmoil: facility of communication by land and water. 1-- ~ \ 

The proper Babylonia bore away tbe palm of fertility from Egypt 
and ·even from Sufis lit'. In the language of Herodotus and S[rabo, 

'e> Sttplw:lltS de Urb. in VOl;. Sufa. and 
A thenau$ Deipa~ 1. .ii. p. 513. 

... , Suaho. J.:;n'. Po '13 1• 
~ EdrHi, p. U2. 81: {cqo and. Otter, 

vol. ii. p. So. &: feq. 
lOS Herodot. 1. I , Co )fJ. aAd Strabo • 

t', Xli. P. 7 .... 
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it retlored with an incrc.lfc of an hundred &od three hll'rfdred I~I fold, 

all theiincfl: kinds of grain with which it was -fown, or, perhaps, 
planted. The leaves of wheat .tnd barley were (OUt fingers broad; 

and Herodotus is unwilling to defcribe the £talks of millet and f:>f"mt, 

left he ilioutd incur the reproach of exaggeration. The whole 

country ,,*as adorned with palm trees, which prcfented the triple 
offerings of bread, honey, and wine'o,; fruits were in the fame 
fearon fucceeded by new Bowers j and the foft warm foil, ftron,gly 
impregnated with nitre, required only a fprinkling of water to be 
converted, in a few weeks, from an arid wafi:e into a green 

paraflif." 
In materials for building, Babylonia furpafrcd all other countriea IU. 

It every where afforded a vifcous clay, fit to be formed into the 
hardeft bricks, either when they were baked in the furnace, or 

limply dried in die (un. and tbe naphtha or bitumen, the firmeCl 
of all cements, waS found, at convenient intervals, from the eafiern 

extremity of Sufis to Hit on the Euphrates, eight days journey 
above Babylon ,.,. '(It the umber ufual1y employed in carpentry, 

the Babylonians often fubftituted their native cyprefs whhout ne~ 

gleCling the reeds and oilers growing profufely on the marlhy banks 
of their ri'fen. But tm, currents of thefe rh'ers would bring [hem 
fe.rO!l.bl~ Cupplie. of the moti: ferviGeabLe foreft tree. from the thick 
woods in Armenia. 

With men and materiais at c.ommand, Ninua taued a city, which 
i. raid to have been four hundred and eighty flildia. or forty-eigbt 
miles in compara '''. It was built after Ihe faLbion of tbe gre.teft 

>06 Colonel Wilfon (.I1S U a crop of cotta 
in Egypt Rill )Idds on un average nom 
twenty,five lQ Ul1fty m~fuA!J fOf on~ ~ in 
li:lltraordinary yean the t,u,d gl\. S i produce 
of fifty for ooe J inR:lOccs 1I1NC (H.~rrt4 
wbcl"C oue bundre.d and fift y times 1.bc:: feed 
(own bll5 been re~ped. Btlt,tb ExlleQltlOIl 
W El;iypt. p. uS· 

..,. Strabo mentions an Orirnt~l JlOftn 
celebrating 360 uCe5 of moe pq. I. xv. 
po ,..... , 

, 00 Herodnt. I. i,. c. '79- lUd.x..oph. 
An "ba., 1 U. p, 28's. • 

-- Stnbo, <l. avi. po 1+3' C~s.rodot_ 
ibid. 

U G DlodorusJ l. it. c. 3. 
Afiatlc 
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Afiatic citiea to the prefent day. with fpacioul gar~n8, large refervoirs 
of water, and as i.t lhould (cern with feveral wide paftures for,attIc '''. 

But of the magnifude of Alfyrian cide~, an4 of the means by which 

tOOr numerous inhabitants were fubftfied at once comfortably a~ 
cheaply, I £han have oecalian to (peak hereafter, when I tome to 

treat of Babylon, which, though of the fame drcuit ,.itb Nineveh, 
abqot forty-eight BritHh miles m, 'W'I.S the Jarger city of the two; 
fil;1cc B::tbylon was a regular fquue of twelve& miJes, whereas Nine

veh was an oblong, meafuring fifteen miles in length, and only oine 
miles in breadth .... It is fufficient fOi" my ptefent purpofc to re
mark. tbat the quadrangular form of thore fuccdlive capitals of Afta, 
th ei r precifc agreement in circuit, their fhaight Il:reets. and regular 
fymmctry, plainly indicate tbeir common orig~n in tbe encampments 
of van armies, whicb, as we learn from rerpefuble authority, not 
only formC'd their model. in point of architectural arrangement, but 
fupplied one of lhe chief fources of their populoufnefa .... 

In tile fulners of years and gtory Ninus \Vas fucceeded, or fupplant. 
ed, by· his queen Semiramis, a woman whore boldnefs of {pirit had 

already ciltitled her to £hare the diadem. This martial princefs en

deavoured to extend her cmpir-e by the coo'luefi: of India, an enter
pril.e unfortunate, according to Greek. hiftorian8 "', but which, werc 
Indian teftimony admiffibl e "~, ihould feem to have been crowned 
with ligna! fuecefs. The whole fiery of Semiramis, indeed, is 
blended with the extravagance of fable j yet the c:onfeotiog voice of 

'" Jon;th. 
. 11 Ac(orditlg to Miljor R£nnell. to ft.ldia 

atJ lleilriy equal to 1I Briti{h mile. G~ogr"~ 
phy of H erodotus, p . 31 . 

"J Couf. lliodh" 1. ii. c. 3 and Herp-
4otl1l, I. i . II. 1 7 ~. 

I" DlOdo,. ibid. 
" 1 ~tr:1bo. l. ;J1'. p. 68,. t:.DC4s as if the 

had died bef'lre carrying her \kilEllS Aiolinll: 

India into c.xe(ution. Arrim fays that (he 
d ied before: the ohjeo!t of the cxp£wtion was 
t'li.:d;c:d. A rrjan l udlc.t. 

• .. The: poetry of the l)ldian~, fo l:" t hey 
have uo hi(lor,. iJ !aid to fpeclfy on a n~ 
r:~ fy of occa{iOIlt the attention of ~cir :lu. 
cicllt pd llcc," to poly a fiipul.i ted tribut o to 
the gl e,,1. lioi' of AIf)'ri ... See. Vincent', 
Periplll5 (,.,f the Erytllrtwl. &a, p. tio. 
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antiquity long · celebrated her renoWl), confirmed, it wu raid, ani 
perpetuated byeverlafting monument., extending at wide intervals 
0',", the fiGelt region. qj the Edl; nit mound •• iofty obelilK •• It .... 
pendous maufoleums and palaces t morc ufeful roads, canals, bridges, 
and empbriuma. 

Ninyu, rhe Con of NiDus and Semiramis, firangely degenerated 
from both hi. parents in point of martial fpirit. His empire, how
ever, v.'aa held togetqer by contrivances that indicate mOTe refine
ment than is at any future time: difccrnible in the great monarchies of 
the E.Il. While the fovereign refided in his valt palace amid I! beau
tiful garden" ot rather parks, which the Babylon"tans called para
difea 111, great bodies of foldiers encamped in the neighbouring dif
trias. They w,ere vadouf)y armed after t~e fa{hion of the refpeClive 
provjnces from which they came, and which all paid tribute to ' 
Nineveh; and they were commanded by generals in whom Ninyas 
or hlS mininers, who had bound them by good offices, could im· 
plicitely confide. When tbe foldie;., thus appointed and officered. 

had i>crformed their annual {ervice of gu&r:ding the court and capi
tal, tbey were relieved by ncW' levic8 belonging to the "fame pro .. 
violfes, which levies at the yeacta cnd, again m.,de way for a third 
draught of II).Uitary {uccelfors. By lUeans of thi, rotation, tbe con .. 
trouling army t though uniformly the fame in iti mar., a8 an inClru

meot of authQrity, ",as ,cban~ed too o~ it) its parts, to bc~ome an 
cngine of rebc,llioo; and the fccurity rcfu1tiog from fo judicious aa 
etlablilhment. is faid to have been increafed and confirmed by the 
minute partition of provincial power .among Wrapa, generals, in .. 

tendants, and judge. "". 
The policy and military anangemmll of Niny .. were adopte~, 

and faithfully adbered to, for the fpace of four centeries b-j'. li .. ~ 
to, The grt!at city Sitltc ; vall. po~. tii •. p , aSl. 

_ith iu ),ellutifu1l*~di.fes mult han Aped ~ .. DiodoruJ, I. ii. 0. sa. 
at.¥' the. Gee of NOIC\'eh. Xtnl)ph... ~ 
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,of feventeen princes "', whofe mild and pacific rcitrns leaving nD 

tracea of blood behind them, have cfcaped the notice of hinory . 
At the end of that period, Pull, king of Nineveh, and the-eighteenth 
fucceffor of Ninyas, affumed the command of his own ncmie!, and 
croiling the Euphrates, levied contributions on Syria. His fon, 
Tigl.uh-Pilerer, conquered Damafcus, a Syrian city of great antiquity 

and opulence, flew its king RCl.in 1 and carried the moO: difiinguifhed 
portion of his fuhjects into captivity "0, During the fame expedi

lion~ he treated with equal barbarity the IfraeIites beyond jord{ln, 

confining of the Rubenitcs, the Gadditcs, and half tribe of Manafi'eh; 
[caring many of thefe unhappy men from their kindred and country, 
and forcibly tranCplanting them to the banks of the Gozan '''', now 
Ozan a river which rl£ing in the central parts of Media, forces its 
way through the mountains which divide the Medes and Cafpians, 
defcends in a full and foaming torrent to the plain of Gbilan, and 

through this Jevel province flows majefiically eaftwaTd in a naviga
ble courfe to the great CaCphlD lake m. Nineteen years after Tiglath .. 
PilcCer's defolating expedition, his fan, Shalmanezer, invaded the 
territory on this fide Jordan, plundered its cities, and carried with him 

into captivity all fuch Ifraelites as were above the condition of mere 
peafants, that is, all futh as were in anywife dillinguifhed by their 
rank in tife, their {ph·it, or their ingenuity. Hofea, who reigned 
over Ifrad in Samaria, fonowed tbe conqueror in chains to Nineveh, 

while the depopulated Samaritan cities IIJ were plantea with AlTyrian 

.. , What follows in tJH~ lext is, indeed. 
liable to objefiions. How c.m it be oth(r
wife, when ancient tellimonies arc irrecon
ciJeabJC!? The nGticet in Hel"OdotuF, Diony
liUI, aad. ApP.ian,; thre, moll refpcfiahle 
hll\ori!ll)~, form the baGs of my narr.Ltive I 
and CceGlII's ilCeounts are adopted in as f,lr 
a~ they arc not inconlillent with thil> mOL e 
refpcdAbJc authority. 

, .. a Kings, Co xvi. v.9· 
, ." I Cbrnocies, c. v. v. 26. Coo!. Jore-

VOL: I. X 

phlls Antiq. I. ix. c. '3' 
1>, Olcarills and Hanway . Both travelleu. 

pafTed the Goun and its catarall:s 180 miln 
from tbe Cafpian. 

"' The ciliu chieRy were depopulated a. 
eoot.lining the defcnptions (If penon. above 
fp:cified. Conf. 2 Kings. c. Xliii. v. ~4. and 
c. J: J:i..,." 1-1. and c. xuii. V. II, u. That 
~he removal of the wbole JW!ople did not 
take place al'pean from E:tla, c. iv. v.1. 

colonies, 

S·EeT. 
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...... ...J 
·l 'r.mfadiolls 
of the Alry
rians to the 
reign 01 So:· 
noteherib, 
B· (;·7 U . 
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S .EI~ T. colonIes, particularly from the imperial diftriCl of Babylonia .U • 

... _.. zJ Senacherib, who fucceeded to Shalmanczer, purpofed to treat Judah .. 
::'~i:-;:;;-rt- as his aocefiors had done Ifrae1, and. grafped in his ambitious dreams, 
." ,on(,· not only all Syria, but alfo Egypt and Ethiopia. In ,be pro
qucncts. 

{eeudon of this bold defigD, he loft his great armv, and thereby 
endangered hii old hereditary dominion Over the EJ.Il, while he 
laboured to extend the recent ufurpations of his famHy in the Weft. 
With the reign of Senacherib, we firll atrain the light of circum_ 
ftantial and concordant hiliary. He is the 6rft king of Affpia 
mentioned in Scripture, whore Dame is alfo preferved in a Greek 
writer ... ·~: and his expeditions againft Judza and Egypt are highly 
interelUng both for their incidents and for their confequences. But 
to explain there incidents and confequences in a manner perfpicuous 
and fatisfaaorYt it will be necetrary for U8, according to the method 
which I prefcribed, to look back to remoter times, and co acquire, 
if pollible, correa notio.s of the parties on both fide. the Euphrates 
engaged in thu(memotabl .... n..... The eoblmotion> which began 
with Senacherill', Mflittlo Etypt and Palemoe, terminated in the 
demolition of tit,,' ~ 'N"~ alId tile efbbli!bmeot of a new 
empire'itl ,th.·~< "l;Ofe dominion, Ibough COD

filled tW· tI!lI~ .. .odt ~,~ 'mardI tbe fouth and 
""'ftf'~ei ~ ~~t&l.t.e~,,,! f"iWo legion of Saracen or 

"'.~"'~'ttIi' nl~, fcareely lee, memo
,",!,t'~~ . tlI. Macedoftljill of· ·the Mahom_da'n conqueft, 
~!i;:r!~lI'8:it~ joy.liona were made, many bloody battle. were 
1"1iIIg!/~ "alillliumy oliffinate {jege. were patiently endured on one 
fide, ud p!rfrt«ingly prol'eout<d on the otber. But knowing by 
Dame only, the at:\D~ in!h~ perturbed feenes, their e"ploita, how
.... er;III{>orta'" iu th .... Ccl .... glide over the fancy like the /hado", 
of' 'a dull drc&lll. To relll~dy ,hi, evil, too of len experiencejl by 

... J'"'Ph" Am;q. s. 90 '4 Com. ,ltiur. c . .lViii. d~ L~·"'l.~ 

fh~1!I 
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fiudents in ancient hillory, we muft direa: (lilT attention to arts, SEC T. 
manners, and inftitutions, and thofe concomitant laooun of peace *i .!.!
which furnilhed the materials of warfare, and which prefented tempt-
ing objed:s of ambition, at an interval 'Of fix unturies, to the arma firfi: 
of a Ninu8, and then of a Ntbuchadnczzar. 

10 the fcicnce of political a:conomy, few quefiioDs can be fafely ex- Tr.lnr,tion to 

81r:ined apart, fo intimately conneCted are even its minutdl branches. ~rl~ ~~~~'~} of' 
But in attempting either to eftimate the aauaI condition of nations, peAce 

Of to afcertain the means likelieft to promote tbeir future improve .. 
ment and fecurlty, there is not anyone objeCt more important than 
their ordinary commercial intercourfe. Compared in efficacy witlt 
thi!', even their ftrenuous exenions in war which many good roo- ' 
ralifts ne have deemed neceffary for lbarpeoiog the faculties of man, 
and thereby exalting his charatter, greatly fink in our regard, and 
lofe the credit of occafional o.r contingent benefits, which but ill 
compen[ate their ioherent and inevitable .Il)ifchicf. From war, that 
""rib mother of arts, much doubtlef. has b= learli!'d, and a judici. 
OU6 narrative of wars cannot fail to unitlf mall., {~ttered rayo of 
information, not more gratifying to> , ... li~l Clui<>.Gty. than elfential . -
to the jull apprehenfion, and th.rcfQr~ ,\\M!-' ~~~~CIlt of 
.national concerna. Yet commer~optb, ':Cource ~£, illft.rudion 
nil! more fruitful, efpecially 'wilen , dill.nl "",-,ntries, in/l'ead Qf ~m
munic.ling feeblf by t~,ifJll;or •• , were deeply ~,ed by p,-.
vans from eacb otber~i Ymd when their tranf.aJ,~i,~, \hu' rCg .. 
Z'icd on in common, by ... van crowds 111, lay more o}l.l'ip.ul to ~. 

and offered material. for hinory equally importa!,' aIld cir~umlladtial . 
In this difcuffion, we olin fee the foundation. or" Afiat~ opule_ 

... ke..,. ;'~11OIo If'_ '"'" ~ .. _!I9t"' ..... I~ Leon. T ll8:ic.,!j. 109. 
~ Xenopb.. -Heiko-. I . .,j. p. S91. ., 'nc tl'OOpl of 'l'"ema a'Ad Sheba. or 
'f4t: mUitar, philofofller. XenuphOll, tbll.l Saba, .r~ renowned io that f»g-cd PQetry 
thouiht Will' {oded 11>, t.b.c god.: Ilnder the ~n.J With, or preceding tlte moa ancient 
lower 9reck empire. the pbikJ(ophjcaJ ern· hilloty. Job, e. vi • •• I~. Coof. Strabo, 
pernr l,eo An. Dem, 9Pd l'.Pbraid. tha SatJ· J. In, ~. 781 • 
..... lb. holdio,t • (.,.u.r _. , Vuh 

J<l 
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at the ~ra of the fidl: great monarchy; we Glall difc::over the c:au[es 
of that abundance, not only of neceffaries. but of precious and far 

fetched kIxuries, which Ninus is faid to have met with in many of 
his cafiero conqueRs ; we {hall dircern how the keen defi rc of fo
reign commodities occafioned ,,,'ondeJful affiduity in the manufadure 
of domeJHc produl.:e; and we £hall perceive t1.at thofe countliest 

which, through the eff'eCl: ~gooJ management, operating on a [oil 
naturally fertile, were beft provided with food, and moll enriched 

with obJedll of real conveniency aou ufc, found no difficulty in pro
curi ,.g the fpice of India, the perfumes of Ar.:l.bia, the amber of 

PrulIia, the !~otd of Ethiopi<!.. the filvcr of SpAin, and the l in of 

Britain. Thefe fix great articles, which eilhcr the general con(ent 
of mankind or the wants peculiar to particular times and pldCCS 

rendered objeQ:s of general demand, were, according to the uniform 
tefiimony of antiquity, produced moll: perfeCtly and m oll: abun.l.lntly 
at the fartheft extremities of the commercial world " ' i (hey were 
flored up, however, in greateR: plenty in places near to its centre, 
and employed or, ~nfumed with moft profufion in Egypt and 
Babylonia UV. 

Commer:ial That forne kinds of fgi-Qt, ~which g.row only in the Eall: Indies, 
commlUlIca- rd' E fl'" 'b r CI ' ft f l ion through were Ute In gypt \\etn «nturtea Clore In, appears rom the 
~~h :~~i. cinoamon an;! caJ&a.:lJO .~is:ed in rhe holy oil, that was prepared by 
'lult)'proved. the Ifrael~tel fo:6n .,Iter their delivery from Egyptian bondage. It 

i. alf9 io;ell'known that Adel and Yemen, two parallel diftria. on 
the"we~ern an~ eaftern fides of the Arabian 'gulph, early availed 
thellJfelves of the precious metals procured for their drugs, dyes, 
above all for thdr frankincen(c, to purchafe fuch quantities of Indian 
fpites, that the citi~~ ~r the entrance of the 'Red Sea. were deemed 
principal emporia III of articles indilpcnfable as amifeptics wherever 
the earth is deluged ~y periodic rains, in-uodated by great rivers, 

.... Herodot. I. Iii. c. 106. and 11+ 
• ". Id. 1. i. ULQ ii. paltifb. 

U" Exodus, c. In. v, S~. anti a .. 
~JI Str .. bo, I. xvi. p,- 718. 

and 
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and even 'Wherever the work of agriculture mnft be accompanied 

with irrigation. It is impoffible to det,rmine when this maritime 
traffic began , but eatier to conjecture by whom it was carried on. 
From the earlieft accounts of Hiodoflan, its natives appear to have 
religiouflyabhorred even a temporary removal from tllt:ir country; 

neither curiofity nor inrcreft could tempt them rn remote voyages. 
But very different maxims prevailed among the S"breans '1', a people 

inhabiti ng both lides of.the Red S~a , and from whom, as we have 
.above Ihewll , the cnrcrprifing Pilcrnicians were defcended. It may 

he prefumed, therefore, that the Saba:ans were the chief agents in 
Do traoe peculiarly lucrative to themrelves, becaufe the [pices which 
they imported were eiTentially necefiary to many nations around 
them . But does the firll tranlient notice of fpice as an article of 

commerce, warrant the opinion that it was obtained folefy or 

chiefly by {ea {eventeen centuries before the ChrifHan ~ra I At this 
early date, Jofeph's brethren, as is ~ell known, were decided as to 
the mode of exercifing their unnatural barbarity, by the appearance 
of an Arabian caravan, "with their camels from Gilead, bearing 
fpiccry al1~ balm and myrrh, and going to earry them down into 
Egypt Ill." The balm, as well a8 thc myrrh or ladanum, were 

produClions from the neighbourhood of Gilead, a mountainous 
region inclofing the nortll"-weflern difiriCt& ofPalefrinc, finee branchcs 

of Gilead extended to the At'Jti-Libanu~ IU. But the rpics:rr ~amed 
lirft, as the main artic:e, was ' never fuppofed to ~ ~ Pateftihe, 
or in Syria, or in any part of Afia on this fides tbe 'Indo,", By 
what means then had it come to Gilead, fa as ' to be bt'O\1ght 
down from thence into Egypt ~ The Lligbtefi attention . to" geo

graphy, wlll {hew that it could not have boe-n .tranfported from 

the above· mentioned diflrids of Add or Yemen', lince. On that 

'" T here are Homer's well injt;3.t~d 
Ethiopian~ inh;tbiting thr. tltrm)lties of the 
world. OdyO', I. i. v. 25· Conf. Hcrodot. 
1. i. ,. I. OIlld Stroik. I. j, p. H· 

W Gendis. c. :fInii. v. II. IS' 

~ Galaa.d Momibus Libani copu!atu.,. 
Hieronym, in E:z:c1dcl, 1. vii. c. 18. 

fuppofition, 
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{UpPOfitiOR, the IihmaeHtesortraveliing Arabs who conveyed it, muil 
have purfued a route extravagantly circuitous HI. Had tbey ~om~ 
from Adel or Yemen, their direa: road to Thebes or Memphis, and 
other great Egyptian cities, where the {pices were [0 be coarumed, 

lay on the well. fide of the Arabian gulph, and led through Axum, 
Merae, and other Ethiopian ftations or naples which will prefently 
be defcribed; not to mention that an article whh .. h had found its 

way to Add or Yemen by illipping, would naturally have heen for~ 

warded to Egypt by the fame cheap mode of conveyance. It lhould 
fcem, therefore, that the {pices tranfported thither from Gilead, 
fevcnteen cf'nturies befof(" the ChrHliall <tTa, bear tefiimony to an 

exteofive ~ommunication through Alia at that early period '1. The 

ufeful intercourfe of nations had taken even a wider range: the Indo ... 
Scythians extended it [0 many regions beyond the Indus HI ; and the 
Pbo::nicians traded with their tempting trinkets [0 the(e coaCts of 

Europe'll where filver, tin, or amber could be obtained in exchange. 
But the operations of domeftic induftry olnd foreign traffic, appear 
never to have been carried on with more aCtivity than during the: 
four centuries and a half that eL&pCed frolD the warlike NiDlls to th t" 
rapacious Pull. During th~ IQQg period, a poaceful fuccoilion of 
eighteen king' of Nineveh aQawed a free and uninterrupted inter. 
,ourfe through the Eall.ro world, fo that the reign. of thofe princ", 

. 
on Mr. Druce fee,ms awo.re oftlJil d~ulcy 

when he fdY., IC FiM nafOJu not ":1own to 
U5 the Ifradt~, went and compleat<d their 
C.~'1;OCI at Gilead." Bruce's Travel., vol. 't. 

P 191' 'HI! mainta.in!, howtver. the Of iniolll 
conlbnted in the: text. b.u~ Oft tlO foJiJ IfD11nsla 
fer his iJJ.ufion coucem1~J: t4c vaft utent of" 
the m,,,rltitne< ~mmerCii .bet'ween Ethi"pi.a 
arid India lilt thi, earJy ped9d "difp'llle~ by 
:t decifin: paJTJge of Str<lUo. J. ij. p. I ii. 

proving tha.t e'Ven under the P tolcmit's, 'I'. hen 
navigation ha.d att:lined mueh eomJ"l1.rntive 
proficiency. the maritime tr.t.ffie is {pice, 
bore II. fmaIJ proportion to the inland.. Conf. 

., 
Str.t.bo ubi fupr .. , lind Brucc', Tra.,vel, to 
difcul"er the (ourte of .tbo Nile. ",01. i. p. 373, 
and vol. v. P 1.9' 'J2lU'tO Edit • 

.. os In A(lica and partl of AmericA ("I 
ruuer than Atia in the IIge of Jofeph. necel~ 
lity prodU-CCI .1k1 1n4i.nl,lLtlI vcry tlttenfiv, 
cl'lmn,ercio\l <;orprnuni-:atiom. See Hearne', 
joumry,l.mJertabQ byorJcl ofthel i'iu$on'. 
Bay Comrany 1769' Conf. African Jl~. 
fca rcllts, and Mungo PaJ k'~ TrolveJ" 

' ~ JEfhn Hin. Anim. I. Iv. c.6. alld 
Pealem, neogr:tph. \' i. e. II. Conf. E\+, 
ful,tn . :Jd DianyC. Peru.:~" 'f. ,,~iQ.. 

, .. Hcrodot. 1. i.. t;. I. 
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'whom hiGorians, too fond of war and bloodlhed, have dtgraded SEC T. 
into nu~gards and voluptuar:c5, are predfdy the worthieft: of "", ... _I~:_ ...... J 

commendation in the whole e'lidiefs [eiies of Oriental dynafties'H. 

Among the principal emporia or ftaples linked to£ether in this 

commercial chain, we fhall find a great unifor:nity of iofiitutions 
and manners. The trading cities in Egypt appear to have been the 
firfl that were united under one government, and that many cen
turies before the reign of Ninus in A1fyria. This antiquity of their 
monarchy the Egyptians owtd not intirely to their fuperior civiliza .. 
tion, but rather to the nature of their country, (the alluvions and 
valley of the Nile,) which, by its definite boundaries, had a tendency 
to faJl under one fovercign power. To this fiate it appears to have 
been reduced when Abram, by command of the Almighty having 
removed from Vr of the Chaldeea to Sichem in the di fl ritl a.fter-
wards called Samaria, was driven bya famine in that neighbourhood 
with his houfehold and wife Sarai into Mifraim, or Egypt, a king-
dom already noted for fenility in grain. Th~ few circumftancc$) 
revealed to us I~,), are fraught with information. Egypt is" governed 
by a fovercign of the common name of Pharoah, a title of pre-
eminence like 1hat of C:efar or Sultan, diftinguHhiDg the maller 
of a populous and central kingdom from the petty p~in'Cea around 
him, his roving fatcllites in the' Syrian and Libyan defeIts.· A, 
efft:ntials of grandeur, Pharoah bad his palace and his haram with a, 
fplendid crowd of courtiers, eager to rifel in place by apticipating his. 
commands, and pampering his appetites. Abram being apprehenfive 
that the . fairnefs of Sarai, a native of northern Mefop9tamia or 

Armenia, migbt provoke tbe IIcentiou. defire. of tbe Egyptian .. "nd 
expo{e hlmklf to danger, concerted with hi. wi~ that /he lhould 
be defaibed a. hi. liller. Bilt this device, contrived to {ave the life 
of Abram, had a teDdency tbe more to expofe tbe perfon of Sarai t<> 

,. Thil "iU appeat' -hereafter ill n· cd Wen. 
arrnl1in& the commerce of Tyl'e i !& dty ~ G~, c. sii. 
wee conctDuating the pumiu of t.Itt Ea& 

difgrace. 

Egyptian 
empori.l,pre:. 
ceJm~ Ab· 
ram's jour .. 
ncy th1 ther. 
£. C. 1911. 
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difgracc. The nobles of Pbaroah recommended her to their fove. 
reign; {he was received into the haram; and her fuppofed brother 
was, on her account, enriched with cattle and {ervant~, jf Dot n1.:lg

ni6cent gifts for a great king to befiow, yet moil: ufeful prefents for 
a panoral patriarch to receive. It would be to rob of jufi prai[e a 
prince difcreet, even in his defpotifm, not to add that Pharoah, when 
he difcovered the beaut:iful Cbaldrean to be Abram's wife l rdl:on.d 
11eT, with a kind reproof to her hufband '~l, and then dirmin~d b01h 

of them in Cafery with their a.ttendants and elfe"Q:s. 

The condition of Egypt, as united under one king in the time of 
Abram, throws back to a ,'cry rttnote antiquity the tranfaEtions of 
the Egyptians before this union, when, according to Grct::k hiflo
rians, Elephantina, Thebes, Memphis, and other great cities were 
governed apart, and only conneEted with each other in commercb! 
intercourfe. According to the pridls, indeed, in feveral of thole 

• 
cities, innumerable centuries were affigned to the dominion of 
the gods .4\ for, in the name of the gods whom they ref"peCtiveJy 
worlhipped, various families of priefis exercifed a jurifdiaion 

revered by their fubjeCts as a real theocracy, analogous to the 
theocracies ~J of Greece copioufly defcribed in my hHlory of that 
country. But fpeci6c localities gave to the {accrdotal families in 

Egypt and Babylonia a firmer hold of the mind, and an authority 
more extenfive and more dUIable, than the fame defcriptions of men 

cver enjoyed in Greece, or in any other confpicuous country of anti. 
quity. An important paR"age of Ifocrates, hitherto unnoticed by 
writers on this fubjeet, affords the bell key for unlocking the con
cealments of Babylonian· and Egyptian ·policy. III a difcourfe fraught 
with manly fenfe, Rowing in a "ein of the pureft Atticifm t it is the 
remark of lrocrates, that while the Athenians fubmiued to the natu-

'1' .. Why (a;dft thOIl fh e i$ my liner; fo 1 
m ight have taken ber to inC to wi(i;," 01' 

belter. 01 have brought it int0 my t~oughts 
to Ute her." See Michaelis, G:uefh, c. xii. 

7 

v. 18. and 19. 
'0' Hcrodot. l. ii. Diodot. I. j. paffim. 
',1 Hilt. of Ant.i,cm. Groece. vol. i. c. 2. 

throughout. 

tal 
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rat and u[eful authority of (he Areopagus, " their rclibious ceremo ... 
nics were condulted with order and propriety, on which account 
the inAucnces of the heavens operated without ccnfufian and '\\ithout 

terrOT, uniformly favourabl e to the Jab9uring of the ground, and the 
reaping of its fruits q\ OJ In Egypt and Babylonia, tbe produtlions of 
the eanh depended, as clfewhere, on tbe influence!' of the Heavens, 
but uepeOlled on them there, in a manner more vifible and more 
{hik.ing, than in any other country that belongs to. the fubjeCl: of 
ancient hiliary. When the hand of the Almighty operates flowly 

and with unvaried regularity, his actions are apt to pars unregarded, 
though then really the mcR fublime. But the fudden inundations of 
the Nile and Euphrates, difpenfing: alternately the greaten. benefits 
and the greateR mifchiefs, are phxDomena which no indifference. 

can overlook, and which no ftupidity can difregard. Gleat, but 
without fuch greatnefs a8 is too vall for compl ebenfion, with fuffi

dent conftancy to excite expectation, and yet with a degree of iil
ftaLility productive of anxiety and deep intereft, thofe palpable and 
rapid changes on the face of nature could not fail to excitc attention, 

even in the rudeft minds, to the caufes concerned in fuch extraordi
nary and momentous eB"eCls. But thefe important changes in the 
lower world are vifibly conneCled with the viciffitudes of the feafons, 

and the revolutions of the heavenly luminaries, which luminaries 
were on this account early exalted into god~) with various families of 
priells filr their vicegerents and minHlers. In Ancient Egypt all 

profeffions were hereditary, as they llill are in India; and in the 
former country, tbe facerdotal caft had immemorially acquired fuch 
pre-eminence u s in. knowledge above the other cafts or races, whether 

fh epherd5, huCbandmen, artificers, or foldiers, that attainments in .. 
capable of being meafured, were therefore deemed boundIefs. The 
EgyptiJn priefts had afcertaio{'d the fun':, annual courfe '.0; their year 

.... Ifocrate! Arc('lP~Rit. and my Tranlbtion 
of Lyfias ilnd Ifucutt:s. p. 4 - 5' alld (tq. 

VOL. f. L 

' .... Straho, 1.:1.\ ii p. is, . 
I.t E:tOaus, c.).u V. 2. XXIIi. 115. 'uxiv. 2:1. 

was 
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was fidereal, and regulated by Sirius •• , the brighte~ ft.r o(.heaven ; 
and they were expert at calculating ecHpfes of the moon, which, v 

from their power to fcretel them, they were believed able to pro
duce. The word in our Bibles rendered;' Wizzard ... n literally and 
properly denotes a darkener of the moon. Can it then be matter of 
furprife, that thofe /bould b. thought to hold much confidential intel-

• 
ligence with heavenly powers, who could not onlv predid but con-
troul their operations, and at will heighten their fptendour or deepen 
their obfcurity? Accordingfy we find that {acerdotal families both in 
Egypt and Babylonia, had reared a fancied theocracy to be adminif~ 
tered by thernfelves, on the foundations of real knowledge in aftro.. 
nomy, and of thofe imaginary fupematural fciences unalterabJy con ... 
nefied with it in the Eaft '". 

But the widening iphere of their a8:ivity; I fpn.k particularly of 
the pri.ft, of Egypt, extended itfelf to .11 thofe occupation, and pur
{uiu mon conducive to tbe improvement of fociety. They were not 
only converfan.t with the celeftiat motiona, regulating the rife and 
inundations of the Nile; they 'Were not only aftronomera and feera, 
but geogr,phers, ~ngineera, irchitcih, and phyficiana, directors of 

great undel1akings in agriculture, and prote/lors thro,ugh 'he fanthty 
of their temple., of tbat e",ended commerce which", the hillory of 
.11 age •• lteft" necefiity will olten produce and maintain among r~ 

>fI The theory of Sirius wu panicp\l.rly 
conneacd '9o,ith their t'ut'a! yur. as wtlt be 
Acwn btnt..'lftCl'. Pt.o1~ln1 has prcferYcrl.an 
ob[crvatlon of the hdiacaJ riling of Sirl ui on 
the +th day after the fURuner foH\!cc which 
mak.cs the obfcM'fltifm rcmollnUo the 22 SQlh 
ycar bd'ere die Chrillii.n tena. Prtavii era
nolar. Com. Sr:1'lIw" I. nii.. p. 806. aDd 
Anftot. Mctaphys. J. I· C. I. p. t!D6. 

101 DcUterulwmy, ... lViii. v. II). 
... The ten 1'I"ill he ill.tlratcd by tile fnl

Imag Tllciaent. When Mr. Bruce. arrived 
at Cbendi, :Dear the ancient Meroc ..... bich 
'Will be (poken of preload)·, he {wod the 
people If mucb alarmed a~ a phzAomcllOJI. 

which though it occurs every four yeat'~. hold 
by fume ftran~ inadvertency, ne17er been 
obfu'fed even intlW:k.f'enc /ky. The planet 
Venal 3ppcared ihining with au undimlul£h_ 
cd light all day. The people Rochel to me 
{rom all q:uarters to know w4a~ it meant, 
and when they &.W my telefcopc. and clua
drant., could Dot be perfuadcd hut that the 
dar had beLOme "ruble by romc correfpon .. 
dence and intelligence witb me, and for my 
ufc." Brucc', Travels. v. i,... p. 511. In 
ChID:!, where OpillioJ\i ~ IlS ualterable all 
iu Ethiopia,' tilt pnditlion 0( edil>fci tl:ill 
contwucs to be a powerfpl cDaiuc qf iO"ern~ 
mcnt. Staunton), !m\laB'T, v. Ii. p. 9f. 

mote 
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mote and barbaro~ nadona"o, When in the language of antiquilY. SEC T. 

Egypt pafi"ed from Ibe jurifdiltion of God. to that of men .... her ... .!!. .. 
priefts did not lofe their prerogatives : they were amply endowed 
with lands IU: they were perpetual and il).difpenfable counfellors to the 
king Ill; e~en tfle extraordinary merit of Joreph muft" derive lufire 
from his marriage into the family of Potiphcrah'" pri.en: of On or 
Heliopolis ; they filled the places of governor, and generals as well II 
thofe of minifters and judges; in one word, [hey continued to per .. 
form the fame functions under earthly fovereigns chofen from their 
own body, which they had formerly cxercifed in the name of their 
heavenly protc:dors JU. • 

Concerning the origin of the facTed familiC8 which aae~ this im .. 
portant part, there is fo little hiftorical information, that in the enquiry 
from whence they came, I lball Deither entangle myfelf, nor have 

the prerumption to. detain my readers. The priells of Babylonia are 
traced with little /how of realDn to the Chaldzao. or Chalybiao., or 
whom we have above rpoken i and the. prie!" of Egypt have witt. 
fmall probability been derived from Abyffini," Troglodites i a peo
ple, as it lhould feern, that mull. have been unalterably condemned 
by the baneful qualitica of tbeir foil and climate, to the fame condi ... 
don of wandering barbarity, in which they arc aClually found 'N. 
But though the primitive frock of thore venerated prieft. be un
known, hinory makes us acquainted with feveral of theif branches 

or brethren, who prefc"cd. .8 .,ijJ be {hewn, their hereditary' 

charalteriftics; down to the bright age of Ptolemy Philadelphu •• ~ ~J 

.... HerodGt. I. i •. c. J ~4 tn c. ,00. Compo 
Mut1J,o P<1,Tk' , Tranls, A.frican Rdean:be" 
and Samuel Hcame's Journey with North 
Amnkan Indian., &<:. to northern ocean, 
anQl'. 1769-"7., both iochlfive. 

'1' Serodot. I. it. t. '43 Ie 1+5' 
. ". Gtoefi. .. e. :lldi • .,. u. 

III EIOdus. c. xis. v. 6. COM. Diodonll, 
J. i • .c •• S" iii.. c. 6. ud Btralao, 1. J.p. 2+ 

.,.. Gcnefis, c. xli. T. 4r . 
'11 !l(t 'flfl t"- Ary.YT1' Ill, ,E. :~.Q xwel( 

lct-~ .. "f~IjO, kt. Plat\) in P'llitic. p . 5ro. 
Edit. 'Ficini. He add$, [bt a kiag not bo~ 
Jl)ogio(1:o tbelactrdotal cafl. W1I' 'a ~rig br 
fon:. onlt, Dot ri,ht: aArong proofl1(wh~t 
is (Riled in kriptUR, .. the prerogativet. of 
prielb .... E.odua, c. sis ••• 6. 

It' Bruce's Travels, .-oj. i.,. p. ,-8. 

L • The 
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The randy ocean of Afri~~ contained many ancient wonden in ita 
vafi bolam, of which the greateft was Merae, a broad in and, com. 
pared in form to a fhield"", between tbe. thirteenth and eiglHcenth 
degrees of north latitude, wafhed on its cafiero and weflern fides re" 
fpeClively, by the Aftaboras and the Nile "1. Its capital, called al[o 
!VIeroe, flood near the file of the ,modem Cheodi IU, was immemo

rially a gr~at ciry"o, and fo anciently connected with Thebes in 
Egypt, tbat the citizens ofthort places conjunaly 10', each of which 
was then governed by its own magiftrates, built the far famed temple 
of Jupiter Ha.mmon, on a rich (peck of the leopards ikin IU, tell days 
journev nonh weft. of Thebes, and now dearly proved to be the 
Oafis of Siwah 111. The Aftaboraa, now Ta.ka.zz.e, walhing Mcroe 

on the eaR is periodically joined hy a mil more eaClern arum 
Sowing from Tigre in Abyffinia, and called Marcb " the obfcure," 

becaufe: it hides itfelf one part of the year in the fands, afterwards 

emerging in the rainy feafon to join the TakazzC'''. The Nile endor. 

ing Mcrae 00 the weft, is in like manner joined fourfcore miles fouth 

bf Chendi by the Afiapus, a more weftern river, which flows from 
remote and unknown fourees far to the fouth weft of Abyffinia, and 

which u it is very deep, and prcfcrves during the whole year an un .. 

lliUtinilhed flream, deferve. ro be regarded .s furpafiiog the Abyffioian 
Nile, both in the mafs of its "aten. aftd the length of ir. oourfc ' ''. Of 
this river Aftaptls .,., the main component part of the Egyptian Nile, 

none of tbe inquifitive antients were able to difcover the {o.,u.cc, anlil 
it has mil concealed ics head frOal the curiolity of the moderns II'. 

'il Diodorus. 1. i. c. 33. nel', Geography of Hcrodotus, p. H7. 
·It Brucc's TravelS; v. iv. p. S39' Conf. ... The Aftapus i. caUed the Wbite rinr; 

Plin . Nat. Hill. I. ,.. c. 9. the Abyffinian Nile i, called the blue river 
.... Bruce. ibid. Conf. Strabo. I. ii. p. IS1. {~orn the comp&rativc clcsrtldl of ia; waten. 

ud I. n it p. 790· Druce, yoJ. it'. p. sa6 & $39 • 
.. Herodotu •• I. ii . c. '9. K, The AbylIiniaa {oun-:u of the Nik 
.... Id. I . ii. t. 41. which Mr. Bruce bealls of as hi,,; ditl:avery: 
... E.a-. ~11 . Strabe, 1. ii. p. '30' have h-I:en defcribed by'Jll.odun miGiosla,;u : 
.H. RenneP, Geography of Hel'OdotUl,' they Wert known to the Grecll ... "IWiU be 

p. 571 a: feq. fun hert:after, in. ~ agt" of'the Ptolomlu' : 
... Bruce. v. it'. p. S'39· and even in that of HerddotUI. Vid.l. U • 
.NI. (;on{. Bruce, v. iv •. p. 5,6, and Ren· c. 50, ]I. 

S ~oml'ofi'ed 
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Eoeompaff'ed by watery boundaries [0 iotereni-og in hillory, SEC T. 

Meroe was celebrated for its profullon of precious mctais
l 

and of .::.:... -oJ 

gems Rill more prccious'l>t. It abounded beyond aU countries in ~croe . i\s 
tncc'cracy 

ebony; and with this valuable wood, it abounds to· the prefent ;lnJ lIncient 
• • . fplcndour. 

day I' ''. In the 80unflung age of the Edtiopians, it is (a\d to have 
been defended by upwards of two .hundred thourand foldiers, and. 
enriched by double tbat number of induftrious artizans ' JO. But the 

circumflancc cfpeci.:tlly deferving regard i8, that it remained a 
theocracy or faccrdotal government down to the Jearncd age of 
rwlemy Philade1phns, when king Ergamencs of Meroe, who had 
imbibed enough of Greek philofophy to liberate him fro~ cowardly 

fuperftiti •. m, but too little to teach him either 'humanity or good 
policy, malTacred 'I' the colleCtive body of prieRs, minifters of 
thegoldeu temple, who had long and wifely governed both 
prince and people. Having committed this enormity, the ufurper 

coerced by the afm of power a nation that had been immemo-
rially governed by the mere force of opinion :'2, Before a melan .. 

choly revolution ett'rrta1ly fatal to the profperity of Merae, that Wand 

may be confidered as the fubliftiag model of a government, anciently 

very prevalent, and which without arms,_ and with few corporal 
punHbments'U, overawed the minds of men, and concentrated their 
exertions, taught theal to tear temples, and form faered enci().o 

furcs, haunts indeed of fuperfHtioD, but feats al[o of induftry and 

commerce, and whiGh by the laboura of peace adorned many 

palts of the ancient continent with great cities before the ir~n age of 

... Su-abo. l. xvii. p. 8z t. 
I06t BrUce, v. iii. p. 6510 
.,., Pli.n. N~t. BiR. 1. iv. c. 1.39. 
'I' Dicxloru5, I. ~ii. c. 6. 
'1' OWor. Lbid. The kin,. of Meroe.lil.:e 

the L.uuu o( Thibet. fbould [eem. to have 
bCcn mnc puppet! in th~hn.ds of the pr~lh. 
According te Diodornl, the.r were fo com
ple'tel1 cl<pcnuent on tbem. t.bat at the com
mand oCtile I?ricfi" they were alway' ~1 

to end their'lini • 
'll OLorf _~ wn 1:14: When a Meroite 

bad committed any i'feat crime, the m<tgi
ttra~ Cent to bim the r,.mhol of deatb, and 
the guilty pcl'i'on retired to a privilte apart
ment. aad became his own e.lccutiou.cr. DiG
dorui. The Jeruitl it/. Paraguay never elcr
c:ired over~ their YotariCil fuch wWounded 
iiwnWoa. 

coa-
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eouquero ... and deftroyero. In. i~f.quent pan of tbi. work, we 
Ihall fee other model. <If f.eerdotal governments, fubfilling in Leifer 
Ar.. down to the reign of Au~uftu •• 

The traditiona of the Abyffinians, o~n of little value in themfdves, 
are corroborated by biftGry and monuments, when they affirm that 
their capital Ax.llm, and to the room ofAxum, .6zab or Saba were 
anciently renowned for religion and traffick. Both thefe cities were 
intimately conneded with Merae, and Meree iuelf flood in a fimilar 

connedion with Thebes in Egypt, fince the Thebans and Me-roiles 
ellablifhed. eonjunllly the colony of Ammonium i. Libya '''. The 
hiftorical account of this eftabliO,ment, as well as the ncaf relation · 
fbip 'n among all thofe remote cities, ftot to mention E.!ephantina, 
This, and Memphis. is ftrongly attefted in the uniformity of their 
fUll fubfifHng remain.; every where that maffive Egyptian fiyle, un
riv.lled in folidity .nd durability: huge pillars of fione, roofed with 
long parallel beam. of the fame unperilhing materi.l ; and thefe 
either traverfed by 1hotter ones, or lying contiguous to each other , 
and thus forming ftupendou. bloclcs thirty and fometimes forty feet 
long I~. The filme r«latioo.G!ip is atteft-ed in the agreement of Ethio_ 

pian and Egyptian hie~yphie.. That mode of writing, ",rueh 
after the invention of alphabetic charaCten, came to be confined in 
Egypt to facred purpofe., filII eontinued to 'be employed for .11 ordi
nary ttan{aai~n8 in £thiopia Uf . This latter countt'y, haYing pre-

." Herodotul . I. n. C' 49' 

." Thil rel.1l1(lnfhip alTerted in the Abyf. 
fmi ... n tradit illn~, (Bruce'. T ravels, v. I. 

p. f03 , .te.) i5 oCteD allua~ to in Sori,pture, 
• , Gn:at pain thall be in Ethiop{ll w.b:en 
the fiaill.. ihd faU in Egypt." ~ekitl, 
e . xxx . ,. +- AgaiD ,. when a ire i. fet in 
Egypt, in that day fuall mdTcngers ,o forth 
tlu'ouab the dry walle. to -make the carelea 
(bttwl' the fe~) ~t.iop''''tU .traid." 
E t dQd.. to ux. Y. 90 In JC~. trll4fla
tWo. ...-.!At·' the labour m ".I!ft.. dw:: 
TDCJ:dlNlH .-'!.t!l.iopta, I.c:o·U."ah, c. xl ... 

Y. r... fa qefcribiug the armour 0[ tbe 
Ethiopians above Egypt. Herodotus fay .. 
that their .. rro~ were pointed with a ROlle. 
inll.c~ of 4'ont and Co hard that tMy em • 
¢OYf;d: it in carvin, their feaU. I. vii . C. 67. 
CoWd tbil ftone 'hl!.Vi: been ll'Iak ufe of for 
,n.vin.l Dot ouly the Ethiopian but tsrptian 
obeJi/h? . • 

ott Conf. Porob., l" 86 &: 9ol. Ito.WAf!~. 
Travel" p. '9;a.nd ft(. and &ac4:'. Tt:f..toJ" 
y . i. p. III &: {eg,. • . .." 
.. '~' Diodoru5.L 'll. " ... 

(e .. cd 
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Coned it. ancient theocratic govemment, . alfo retained the ancient 
pidure writing or fymbols, which the prieR. of Thebe. and 
Mel'Oe had found highly ufeful, not in the affair. only of reli
gion, but in thorc of common life, particularly in commerce. By 
cafting an eye" on the map of Africa, the reader will perceive that 
the various cities above named, form two ditlina chains of ftaples or 
ftations on oppofirc fides of the Nubian defcrt; one nonhvvard in ·the 
line of Elephantina, Thebes, Thb, and Memphis; anath. fouthward 
in the line of Mcroe, Axum, A{fah or Saba. Carriers were uot want
ing to connca the remoteR empOlia on oppotite fides of the fandy 
ocean : the troops from Tema and Sheba, Arabian and Ethiopian 
Domadcs, whofe commercial expeditions afC confpicuous in the 
carli eft records of the Eaft "'. 

According to a jufily celebrated Abyffinian traveller, whore infor
mation derives peculiu importance, from ita Jgreement with that of 
books which had nenr ftappened to faU into hia hands "', the 
Abyffinians immemorially traded by caravans through their fouthern 
provinces, with countries aboun,ding in gold j and it is worthy of 
remark, tha.t this commerce on the eafl:era coaft of Africa, was tranf

a~ed in the fame fingulat mauner"", afterwards adopted by the 
Carthaginian. in dealing for the fame metal -on the coalla of the At
lantic. The arrival. of the Abyffinian car •• ans, and of the Cartha
ginian lhipa wer~ equally a~Qounccd by great fires i thelr cargoe.s 
wefe rtowed in places which CJCperie~ce fuggefted to be the fitteft for 
thi. purpofe; the negroes came with their gold duft and depofited 

'O,. l ob, e, vi, v. 19. of my u(urchel Jed into the train of 
." Thil obfervation wal rormerlymade ~y thour;ht which runs through [hi. lurvey, 
~ in J79C, in .• criticlfm on Mr. 'Bruce'. with reg;ttd to the vall ext ent and f1igb. im
Tnt\'c1s, wh.ich, though anonymous, ucited portanee of eommnleree Ly c~r;lyan5 , The 
{orne ctuurion both Ilf home and.abroad.The f.une fuhje8 hu be.tn· finee ~reated at muc'h 
Abymnian notice5 ecncernilll their golden length,andwithgreat abilit y in Mr. Heeren's 
commerce, I found tOQRnacd bt Aptluu- wUll inli lleJ, Ideeu uber die Politik den 
<hides of "nidu. apnd P.ll~iDiD 1Hblioth, Verkehr und den ii andel, &c, above cited. 
Cod. eCI., Thi. made me (earl:bfor can- _ ... Herodot, I. iv. e. 196, Conf, corm. 
irm:uiODS in antiquity of odieI' reportl lLldleopJeuJl:. apoa Montfaue. Nay. CoU~. 
prc"aJCDt among that people: and the fruit torn. ii, 
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fuch a quantity as appeared to be a fair price: if the foreign traJe" 
• approved that price, the gold wall carried away and the merchaadife 

left in exchange! if they tbought the v.a.luation too low, the negroes 
brought morc gold; but never carried away tbe goods, until the price 
of them had been accepted by their foreign vifitants''' . This dumb 

traflic fubfilh between the Libyan. and Ethiopian. to the prefent 

day"'. 
The coulltries juft fpoken of, Egypt, and Ethiopia above Egypt, are 

fep.rated by the Red fea from Arabia, a vall triangle whofe fides are 
formed by that fea and the Perfian gulph, and whofe b.Gs is the In
dian ocean. , The defert regions tuwards its centre, might be not im .. 
propetly ' cl.6"ed with the fandy I!~k"r. in correfpondent latitudes of 
Africa.' But in many parta nearer to the coaA:, and particularly at 
Sabza IIJ on the Red fea, and Omanum '14 an the Perfian gulph, Arabia 
admit. the cclrore of vinCI! and of palm trees; and from participating 
in thore QTdinary benefit. was naturaHy viewed by mea, a~ they 
.mer~d from the gloom ef the neighbouring wildernefs, with a de
light heightened by contra.ft, and .defcribed with tranfports ftronger 
and more glowing than the greaten: infulated beauty is a.blc [0 iu
fpire ISJ. It was called the '~Happ, ;Arabia," .a name which Sab3!8 
more particularly defcrvecil, aa the land of fraukiacenfc, an article of 
ineftimable value among oatiCtIU with whom perfumes were favourue 
and habitual luxuries, , .. nd ,.bl." being highly p;izcd, and extrava
gantly indulged in by thomfd.e., were fupertUtiouGy COD fumed In 
vall profufion on the altars oftheir.gnd .. But the culture of frank
incenCe was not confined to Sabza, the modern Yemen: it extended 
to tbe oppofite fule of the Arabian. gnIph, over a territory in Ethiopia 
now called Adel, five hundrea mile. in leQgth. Adel and Yemen 

If> Hcndot. 1. i.,. c. 796. 
lilI tiiftoire de Voyage~. tom. ii. p. 294. 

aad Shaw', Travels. vol. I. -po 89" 
• ., Sabaa, 011; the CaneM\ fide of the Red 

fA aurly c.orrefpond. to Yernen. 

• .. The ancient name' ii fUll r.tWned in 
mod'ern Om.!.n. 

• ., 'H), I.a.:.u.., a).,fWfMl"'b I:c. Sttaoo, 
1. ui. p. 778. 

bad 
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refpcllive capitals' known to nrang-ers by the common appellation of 
Saba; which name as it prevailed in other parts I~, may be c,onjec
tured to fignifyany great ftaple of frankincenrc. Tlris main ob
jed of anticnt commerce occupied the ftationary pear ant in its cul
ture, and the travelling" fhephcrd in its tranfport; and fo much 
abounded on both 'fides of the Red fea, that it was Comctimes ufeJ uy 
the Datives for firewood 011. 

But another article equally r~commcnded by lux-urr, and demanded 

by imperious neccffity, was wanting in both Ethiopias, as Adel and 
Yemen were fometimcs cal led .U. This article is (pice in all its different 

kinds, effcnti.11 as .l prcfervative ag:ainft putrid maladies in all \varm 
countries, cTpecially thofc frequently laid under water, either by the 
natural floods of rivers, or by artificial irrigations for the purpofcs of 
tillage. Pepper was con\'eyed, as we have feen, from rndia to Egypt 
by caravans, as early as the age of Jofcph. To obtain the fame 

commodity by rca, the Sabreans gradually explored the coafis be
tween the Arabian and Perfian gulph; became the firft navigators on 
the Erythrxan fca, llnd thus rendered the two Sabas emporia for the 
arpmatics of the coa{\; of Malabar as well as for the I:Y)iccs of Tapro
uana or Ceylon; fo that the liappy ArabiIiL in addition to its native 

rnfumes, early br.eathed foreign odours of a ftill flJperior quality. 
The traditi.ons of the Abyffinians conceming the hi~h antiquity of 

this extenfive maritime traffic, receive countenance from important 

notices in facted and profane 'hi nary. When .Abram according to 
the injunCtion of the Almighty, migl":1tcd from northern Mefopo
tamia or Armenia to the neighb{\urhood of the IVlediterranean fea, 

he found "the Canaanite already in the land," of whom in ScriP'" 

tura.'l ,JangQa,ge, Sidon is called U the fira born j" in other ".'ords, the 
£rft comny planted' by Canaanites on the Mediterranean COJfl. ':Vha 

thore CanAanites, . tIle builders of Sidon, were, we know dHlintl ly 

... J ofephu$ Amiq . Jud'aie. I. ii. c. ) • 
.. " btr.lbo, Ibid. 

VOl,.. 1. M from 
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from H l?rt/dotlls. They were the tnoe ofSaba!:aDs'qlI~d H o'merite.' ; 
an i1]gt'niou5 people, cortvcrfo:lllt with aftronomy and m~djcine ~~, 

<:Ibflvc'<!ti devoteJ to the culture of· their"l.lngu iig~ and of paetry, for 
,",hich they had cO Ol pt',ilions and affemblies rcfembling the four 

• fdttcd ga"mea (' f Greece "G. Their name Homerites deootc6 in Arabic 
• cithc:r the palm tree or the purple C0101.11', and the name PhIXnicidob, 

it is well known, has the ["me double fi gnification in Greek. Thefe 
H omerites or Phttnicians tr.lnfported themfelycs gradually from the 
happy Arabia or Sanzl, rtopprng occafionally at various harbou rs in 
the Red Sea, from the hit· of which halting P).lCCS, call1!d aft t:rw,ltds 

l'hrenic\1tn Oppldum, t~r tTnelled northwards to dIe Medirerr.mean. 
and eftablHhed them(ehei on that pan of tbe coall which became fo 
famous under tbe name of Pba:.nicia, which it derived from its new 

inhabitants. The incidents attending this colonization are unknown, 

iJUt the purpor. for whicb it was effected rpeedily and viGbly de. 
dared. itfelf in the commercial exertions of ~he Phocoicia05, wha.!C 
fuOfe& r~ventf:en cetlturies before C6rift are raid to have been covered 
w'hb adps as with a garm~t "" j and who ihonly after that period 

appear (rom profane writers, to hne cKchaoged in their markets tbe 
metal. of Spain lind Britai. for all the moft- coveted productions of 

tbe Eall and South· .. •• 'Even befor .. "'at- early. date the migration 
of Abram above-lIIen6ot.od. PornQ fO' . fubGlling commercial com. 
munication beuveen the CGuB"tries around the Mediterrane.an fea and 
thofe of Upper Afi.. 70 the as<' of.. ,h.t patriarcb, Damafcu. was 

already. well known CitY'.... Emetr~ or Hems, Epipbania or Ha· 

math, .nd Hi.ropalis the temple of the Syri~n godder. on the right 

... P~ke Specile,. HiA-Arab. ' .. Hcrodot. L iI. c. 1li3' I. iii. C.3 • 

.,. Sc:bnltelll Prefat. ad MOGllmcat. Strabo. 1. iii. p. :'14· Diodonu; I. t •• c. I'. 
Vetua. Arab. . and Ari.tlot. Open, "01. j. p. 116). Com-

1" Geneli •• t. %filt, •• 15 ' whiCh ldich.ae- pare ~roer cl.e naviptioDibll' urr .. co1lo1R1_ 
1ia ~ ... ~rt {chilep bc~" lias H~lIli~ . .MInucd to ld. dition of 
HctOdoha, ). i. Co ., fay. of the Homuitu • Orpbeu. , and Reercto. hit fdC~,.&c. abovIC: 
Of' ~~ th~ at tb.ir Sri .tdt- cite¢. 

~ .~_ ~ , I 
~t: 0'11 ..- c:oa,~ of, the Nedilp-ruun ~ GcIMi ... ~ m-. "' .. 11. 
-~ ~,....,.. ~, &:c. 

ba.nk 
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b.nk of tbe EUphrateB, wet< filtion. or eirlpori. which all of ,them S BeT. 

Temouot:ed to immemorial ~ntiquity. It £bould {cern1 therefore, that ~L .... "l:--: .. __ oJ' 

travelltng traders b~tween Upper and Lower Alia alr~ldy explored 
'the routes which they were dcfiined thenceforwards to purfue, and 
perhaps had difeovered thofe hid" •• feerets of the wildernefs. which 
enablel them boldly to plunge through the fandy ocean of Palmyta 
or Tadmor, a fiatioR not ellabliOl-Cd t bt.t enlarged and ftrengthened 
by'Solomon ''', an.d adorneu llnder the 6rlt fuccctrors o(Alexander., 
with thofe prodigies of archit-eltwral magnificence., which, though 
torally unnoticed by anciellt authors, clearly tell even in ruins their 
own (lory; ruins filII attefting the magnitude of commerce carrLed 
on by caravans, tinee to tbat fold,., Palmyr~ owed ita opulence and 
fplendour. 

Having given a general account of the cities toqnd ~he. Red Sea, 
n works of the wonderful ftr,ength of. Egypt and EthioP1a "1," I'lOO 
llaving furveyed aU'o thofe ill A(fyri~ . which in proeefs of ti",. 
became {\iU more wOllderful, it re~lains to (peak' of the. mart8 

<>f traffic and fuperfiitioll in Ariana and the peninfula of, Lefi"er 
Alia. In each of thofe great regions.. in the midfi: of favage 
ferocity ~d. rude barbafum, d;ae .roqA;~ , of eQm~erce were marked 

with opulence and el.g~~ I Uea! citi •• fubfiB:ed. Ind ~ouriOl«I, 

proteCled through .the . it\I!u.~ "r .Ilition r.fliet: !hll> the 
IlreDgth of arms; W><I';o; , pr~~r 'I"'si~ "1\'bofe eye was 
their law and wh,o{e t~, .. ott ,th~if loraelc "',': ,,~ .. 'ikF No-
madcs mix.cd 1n fall,ltary intercoud'e with, peaceful, aft~zans 'f' j and 

en tlle 190m of tbe Eux;ne aDd CafpiAn, 0' well ., icn. l~ , ce~ltral 
rout~ bofore (jefcribed through Afia, there were many bold and 
u(efill UJjde!~ga and many indubitable pr06fS of very bigh dvm. 

#I I ~iJl&s. e, P-X. v. I~. 
'II N.hum • .c. iill v. ~ and ,. 
.". 0.0. ~Un their -h1;.'§D4 PfOvi~CSI~e -tht)' 

bung, , 
Tlteir bw hi, eje, ~eir or.icie hi, tq!l:zue~ 

aoo. 

He &ctn otne wond'rilJl furrow ~d the 
food, . 

TaQ£ht to comm'aad the fi~, ttmtr()oJ the 
' fioool. ' 

El&y Ol'l MAu, £.piA . .ii. 
"! Stephq:vs lie w-b. AttiC. An •. . , 

zat10n 

n,lbylon., 
B.idr1. an4-
PeUinu5, in 
reference ~o 
the ihrcc 
great divi. 
r~oo. of A.G&. 
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zation·~'. nut as in hifl ory generJ.l t.ldcrlpliml', how w,clrfoever it 
may be authen ticated, oever ruper[~defl the nl!ceJIlry of partic.ular 

and prcci!c faCt's, I ol :.l1f, in rderence to the tlH('~ff)!\i Jivjlion ab,!vc 

~iven of Alia, having already fp()hn of 13a1l)'10:1 in AOYriJ. no w 

give fume account of 13aClra iu Ari.lUa, all~l o!- Pd1inus in LdTt r 
Af,a.. • 

BaCtra. is renowned in the middle ares under dIe nail1C of B.dch, 
3S tlie capila! of the warJ ib= kingdom of KhOl c.d: ln , u ll of the C:1f:" 

pian, and tbe leat (Jf [ueh ruBen mag:nilicenc" ..: 3 was ~h '_ 1 1 I l\ ~t U!l 4 

fr !:(juently clift,Jayed by S.1r<lccns amI 'T.HtJrs. It ( ll Jl'ycd t'.l!li ... r 

and f.lirer f,Lme Ji the head ' .~ of a provin ce.: di(,ncUllJt:rc J [mm the 

empire of the Sr.ltucid~, Syrian fucce{fors of Alexander, fixt) -nine 

years after tIle d ('a~ h of that conqueror" .and two hundred a:\(! IlIty

five years before the Chriflian ~ra. In the preceding ch.1pter of lflis 

work, we have fcen the impoctance annexed- by the politic not lets 
than vali:wt Macedonian to the intermediate territory between Scy

thia and India, and the comparativc:1y power.ful garrifons wl.ich he 
fiationed there. The Greek Theodotus, who commanded is Haaria 

under Anticx:hus Theus, threw oft' hi s allegiance to th.:a prince, and 

alTer1:ed in dependant fovereignty. From this time forwa rd, D.1c1ria: , 
in the rank of a kingdom, fubfifted an hundred and twenty-nine 
yean until ' the Grecian dy.oafty .was fwept away by a rcfiftlefs 

torrent of Scythian" flowing from the C{)nfines of Chinl into the 

countries on this fide the Iaxartes allO. Before this (ad c ... tafirophc, 

~ ... The ~Jl.te rpri;o;e. afcriLcd by Greek: Egrptiani on the Eu,linc. 
rnytbologilb to thc Argonllut.\. of o~ning a '~ ] u{Un . 1...,xli. c. 4· and Straba. r. 1i. 
pall"age for the fiag nant waters of we Anxes p. n6. ::lDd t. xv, p. G86. 
and t1)eroby gaining a fine plain a.nd a . frte .,,0 Strabo, 1. .Ii_ p. 51 I. De CU;Pi 
navigatioD to the C:lfpian, indicates inteUi· . Mcm_ fur la Baari:ute in Mem. de l'Acad. 
g1:DCC as well a1 bchlm:f.... Strabo. I, xi. du In(cript. vol. :Iliii_ ivo. edit. The French 
p. 53. 'fhe imme~ori;tl linen manufa&ry academician who deri"ed ht.- norice of the 

. of.the Cokbians was rontidered as a proof (upverfion of the Greek .k jll.fl!jml·of &tar;" 
of their Egyptian defa:nt. Herodot. L ii. from Chinefe hillory, did ,not ~oV{ that 
c. lOS' Conr. St rabo, I. xl. P.498. They Su-.oo', acC(lum of that .1QAttU' perfaN,. 
","cre a commercial colony eftablilbcd by the: ,oincidcd with the fUmabof China. ,. 

Balb'a 
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Ihara acquired under ThcodolllSt and enjoyed under his five Gre .. 
dan fucc.e{fors a high degree of fplenclour as the capital of Ariana, 

and the commercial rendezvous of nations. Its enterprifi ng traders 

made rhemfeivcs maflers of variolls Ilrang-holds in India, and parti

cularly ofPattaia, an emporium Luiit, as we have r~en , by Alexander 
at the apex of the Indian Delta; they c<1rric~1 on an extcnfivc and 

advant1~eous intcrcour[e with what W<IS then called tile kingdom of 

th e GJ'cc:..b) comprehending Alryri.l , Syria, and many provin:es ill 
L dft:r Alia; while tllcir own crowded m:ukets were frequented by 
powerful caravans from Scythia and India 0. ', 

Dy the brighter lines of comp'aratively modern hillary, i~ feemed 

fit to reftore the dim features of Badra as it appears on-the remote 

ea(lern horizon twdve hundred and d:irty years before the CbrWian 

~ra. At th at eatly period, this dry long flou:-ilhing as it h. rCi,rc[cntcd 
in arts and indufiry, formed one pf the motl: important ~o~ couquells 

of Ninus and his Alfyrian$, when with the affiftancr... of Arabian 

Nomades, they efiabliil\cd the bra. great monarchy.. Defore this 

~ra of war and defolation, BaClra is celebrated in the uniform tradi
tions of Afia" l and Europe as th l.! feat of fdeuce as -well as of com ... 

mcree, governed by ZoroaHer, whom fome w~iters caU a king, others 

a high prien: j doubtlefs becaufe he united both char.atlers; and to 

whom all authors of any credit afcribe pre~eminent power, while 
they concur in- affigning to him the mQft venerable anliquity ' ~ •• 

"" Etraoo \lbi fllpra, and Bayer d<: Hlil:oe, 
Rc-g. Grz<:. Datlrian . 

.... Diodorus. I. ii. c,6. and Jnftin, I. i. 
<:, I. 

1M The hifiorians of Perli:l make the. 
foundation of Bilk. the dty of Z(lr1lllfier, 
Temount to tbe year 3:109 belate Chritt 
Conf. D ' HeTbelo( Biblioth . Orient. Articl e. 
Balk,"!ld B.1;lti Aftronomfe A nciennc-,p 354. 
Tlli~ is the oIddl aRronomicalzrll of any, 
finoe ,tbat of the Indian monlrd!.y corref· 
pon<n..nth the yeaT 3101 before Chrifl I that 
of CWJl:l 'I\'ith tho rear 2.9s:l j Ilnd. that ()f 

bo~b Egypt and C1I.atJ:e.l with the yc-:lr 2800. 
1 have no faith in hifiory founded l otely OIl 
afi fClnomy. whnfe j)h;enorncfta may hi cal
culation be t:Xtcllded indcfwitely backwa.rd 
as well as forward . M} purport is anf ..... cred 
by fbowing that \ .. ith regard to the antiquity 
of Daftrll, Ihe tr."Jit ion. of the Oricntll.ls 
concur with better /i)ur<:c' of informatiou. 

..,. Sec tbo-allthoritH:~ colle-tied by Stank!y 
Ori<:ctat PbiJofe>phy. by }<'abrkus Bibliothci'. 
Gn:<:_ L i. <:. 36. p. aU • .and in Moyle's 
Works, vo;" ii. p. 19. 

Hi. 
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'Mil of Pef· 
fin ... 

Hi. name mighl ',!Je' tffu",ea iir 'vanouHilriesby 'diBer."" teachert 
among the n.'re .wor(illppeli; ':·:cf·magl, :' f.()r: " ~his ' tdnd·~ of fuper.fHtion 
fpr:eaJ from··lladria'td. ':1t,feab, ' and 'frilril thc·tl'ce · to·· Pe.rfi.a.i it might 
in puticular 'be ., n~u~p~d by la'n' ::imponer, 'rn ' ~the , ·'ttmc "of Darius 

Hy(iafpis, . whO 'is ~jaia ' .in ~the wil'd 'rorriance'~ ' of modern Perfia (0 

. 'ha:~e' 'reformed "the. 'relfgi:rin .o,fihi!, :cou'ntty; " and 'to have firlt taught 
th~. P~rfi~~s' · t~ ·wdrffiip. in··te~.ples. ", But fuch fables are toraH y un-' 
wbrthy of .regard·/ fince we hav:e. th~ oc~iflve authority .of Xcnophoo, 

..." , who "ad' viewed the Perfi~' n$., -, riot .merdy with lhe eye of a foldi er, 
, ' , ' . , 

that" their religion remai'Qed the' fame and unaltered .. ,, ' from the 'age 

ilf Cyrtii,,$ptiMcT of'tn,~jr ·~iD'a.iiy:. ' clQ\ld of wit~cffe. .1(<> .tteft 
that t'be;:P~rCiaD8 " ne;,t~,et 1it'orihipped in temples nor ever erf8ed fuch 
edifi~~s ' duficfg t}te : ~xifta.rtce ' df ·thetT ·,e'm 'pire &Ol;'i " ~nd _the practice of 

temple ~oraupihef!hould :f~~hi" to ha .. e -~dupted flowly and re
luaa~n.tly 'in ~e'r:tibm.ilfa~dil~tl f~~ough .ti~c perfllafion or authority 
~f t~·ei.r··~~cilh 'cd*qu~'rpn':~?,-·-Vli·tli- th~ ~Perlian ·~crtlulht ~e arc not 

" ',I , . '. .• , ,' , 

i(l"~is " eari'y p~rl:.' .Pf ':hiftbty, in ,' Iii'fy.nlarlnef"-concerned : but in the 
., . , " ' ,,. , .- ':', ,",' " --, .' 
'Bail:tj~n-'~ZOroifter~ ; ,!bdre :·n:~m.e "tjlar8 ,a~·'T~fet:e·nc.e~' to bis pTofici-
ep~~·~.h~\!,~tlr.ori'~~·1~·:'~:f~:'~~i~':; ~, : , f~i,~'(ul a'gr~ent with' ~ilC 
pia~re~1iov.],iiif'D '''(\1ie' ~Wleilliti'ai.d ,Egypti.n prieRhood: the 
fa?>~~taiDti\~~is\~,l\~~~~#'~~,,~( 'Jh;;:f"lIle.pplic:ition of them; 
tor tb.mai!lieru.ii'*~'~~',li\l"i:l,~4uthority" but a1fo to the 
;c~~pi~~~~ J*~fi"'dq~~~:~ii~~:.'it~.~!a's :e~ereited '.~~ 

Thef~ni¥r'~'~1ilChll,iat'~;: h.lain 'Arla'';.;Pcffiu"..ppears · to 
h~v;;:.),i1i ai:q~~ :.~ ~~'~f~~~ ;;, Pe1l)du$/t99c1 I;,ibe 'fin eft 

'\ _ ,, ' , ", .,' ' ,. ', " ...... ,. , _,'. ,.' "" '" '' '' ,F, '. _ , . , . 
plaIn,ori'hrygia;'Wliich·~.'11cl<IiII11he .~iiD~t"'t" well as 
lar~iI' Dr~.~~cb:l'; :d.~tieblliJbJ~i;fft:\~~'iiih\j.tbYihe river&n_ 

.. ~. 
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garius, and in the near vicinity of the canle and palace of Gardium, 

revert;d for its. myfieriQus knot involving the fate of A~a, and which 
had remained for upwards of & thoufand yea1'S untied, when it was 
finally cut by the {word of Alexandet .. ~. l'cfIinus was thus fituate 

in a cliflriCt: of high cckbrity,. and on the great caravan Toad which 
we formeily Traced through tIle fino. and central divifion of the 
Ali.l li, pcuinlula. This load in approaching the [ea·coaft (plit into 

three Lranchts~ leading into Myp.a, Lydia, and Caria; fmall ~ut 

impol tant provi nces, which fuone in arts and indufiry many ages 
hefoTe their \\ jading iliarcs were occupied by Gneian colonies. 
l~lOm Lydia, then c~lled M<!:onia, Pdops carried into Greece his 
goh.len trc:lfurcs, the [ouree of power til [0 his family in the pen,inCul", 
to which Le communicated the name of Pefoponnefus. To the 
Lydians .and Carians; many inventions are afcri.bed bcfpeaking much 
ingenuity and early civilization U\ The coan: of Myfia was em1;>raced 

by the venerable kingdom of Priam. the Hellefponlianlhrygia ; and 

the more inland Phrygians who were fa.id to ilave colonIzed that - . 
maritime dinricr, pretended on grourule, fome of them foUd, and 
olj,hers extremdy frivolous IIJ, to v.ie in autiquity wid~ the Egyptians 

themfelvcs. The three oation. of Phrygian., ' Lyc\iaos, and Garians 
were intimately connea:ed with e.ch othel by the community of 
religious rites .. well •• by ,r)le ti •• of'hloo~ and language. They 
accordingly exhibited a fuiking'll'\iform\tr in manner. and purfuits, 

which, to • reader con.enant with 1I.0Ip~ hll\ory, n1&Y be defcribed 
moJ\ briefly by obforving that Jhe prineipal feature. of ~ejr cblU'aller 
... faithfully deliueated in the effeminacy, ingeQuity, .oll pOmpous 
vanilY Df the Tufcane, a kindred people, ant,! their reputed ' de
fcendant ... ,. 

- Amu, ~d.. Aktut4. 1. i. c.)9. 
.. ThucydMtes, I. i. p. 6. 
~ HerodotUI, t. i. Ct ~ aM '11. 
, ::0 Ib'odo<. Ibid. c.nt'. 'T-''1OpI>Oi 

Amob. ad~r. Gent. 1. v. land Luctetiul 
d. Nltbr. DC01". 1. n.' ,.. 6JS •• Ceq. 

!.f HuNot. f. i. 

Thcr. 
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PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF 

Thefe induflrious and poli01ed but unwarlike inhabitants on the 

coaIl of the k ; :can were conne{led by many links with Upper ·Afia, 

hut particul Jily by Pdlinu~, the ancient capital of the Phrygian 

kings ''', and at the fame time the firft and principal fantluary in 

thole p:nts of the mother of lite gods, tbence called the Pcffinuntian ' I~ 

Goddds, and morc frequentlt-rhe Idxan Mother, Cyhele, Bcree),n. 

thia, Dindymene, names all of them derived from her lon~ en.). 
hlifhed worillip cn ndghbouring mountains. The feflivals of Cyl d~ 

3J e fdeCled in poetical defcription "1 as among the ma fl filO\\)' and 

magnificent in paganifm : and both the comm~rce aod th e fupc dlitllln 

of Pcffiuu::. continued to fl'ourifh in Vigcruf even d own (0 the Tcig ll 

of Auguftus~". TIut in his age the mininers of the divi lli ty, t '10\: :~ h 

they Hill .continued magifirates of the city, hao exc("f'dj ' lgl y del J; nt'd 

in opulence and pO\ver nQ; and infte.ld of ~,c in g indt"prJ1d.H1t hvc ~ 

reigns with. confiderable revenues, mig.ht be defcribcd in In oJ .. :rn 

lJ.oguage in a work le fs grave than hinory, as a (ort oj prince bilh np!: , 

,vatThls and mere creatures of Rome. To the weft of PdIin 'l !:, the 

city Morena in Myfia, and to ~he eaR: of it, Morimcna) Zc!a, and 

Comana in the great central province of Cappadocia, I.: :.. hibik d jn-. 

ftitutions cxallly fimilar "'0 to each other, and all nearly I cremblin g 

thofe of the Phrygian capital. In the Auguftan age, all thore cities 

l1iH continued to be governed by facerdotal families, to which they 

had been fubjeCt from immemDriaru antiquity: they all flood on th~ 

great caravan road through LeIfer Afia ; and in all of them the terms 

marked by feftiv.als aDd proceiIions, were .4!lfo diftingullhcd by 'great 

'" Diodor. 1. iii. c, $9' Amm. Marcellin. 
I. ).Ii. 

,,~ Ell '::1 :rwwt'" flVt«~fU"Tl>;. Herodi~[l. J i . 
.(:.::: S. Of that Ilatue. o r rat.hcr fYnibol. which 
defctnptd from he,lYell, L ivy fpCol k ... I uix. 
.c, 10, II. 1}. C. ')05, It was to Ihe n Clln :Hls 

then bnvcl·jng over Afia. whllt the. C Ol J ia., 
knot: had been to Aleunde!" : and a religious 
piece of machiJilcry 31 e:ully oYe1'J:hrown by 
thera. 

" I QE.al is l\cfccinthia mater 
lnyellilur curru P llrygi.l$ tUn'i t.1 pr r urlles. 

Encid. ,·i . 18S' 
,md 1,ucTeliu <; , 1. i i , v. til j . 

lJorl'1 linl" f~rtur J ivimr In ,lt)'i~ ima&", &c. 
,,, St r<ll·o. J. ~ii. p. 5H . 
'" Ill. il,id . 
.., Stru m, I, 1ti. P '517. and 1. xiI. p. 3'59., 
"' .StJaUoloc. cit..lt. & I. ~. p,61S . 
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fairs, not only frequented by neighboUTing nations, but ;..I{o nume .. 
(-auny attended by traders from Upper Alia, and even by dinant tU 

Nomades. Conformably with there circumfiances in their favour, 
the routes of commerce traced a clear and dHlinCl line of civiliziltion 
and wealth, thus vifibly contrafted with the rudenefs and poverty of 

many remote parts of the eeninful-.s with the favagencfs of tbe 
lfaurians and Plfidians ; with the half-barbarous Bithyniao9 and P J.ph
lagonians UJ; in a word, with all Ihofe divilion9 of the country, 
which Jay beyond lht" genial influence of commerce 'introduced 

and upheld by fuperftition, and fuperfiirion enriched, embeHilhed, 

and confirmed by the traffic, which it protected and ex.tendc:d. 

" Srrol,bo loco cit. anJ Stephdn~s de Ulb. Leifer Alia. barbarous as well as civilized. 
y~e . A<11%. arc related in the followiog work in eonoee-

, , The trAIl(adiOll,$ of all the nation. in Uoa with. the gcACnU hiAory of th.e empire. 

'YOL. 1. H 
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SECTION Ill. 

Renfins for entering into IJ more particular Account oj the .A11s.-Thtj· b~fl 
exemplified among the Egyptians and Phamiciom :-1. Witb r rgllrJ 10 Ib .. , 
Augmentation and Impr()'lJcment of the Articles of Food.-II. TIJt' r:{Jmpqf.:;~!I 
and EmbelliJhment of the Artic/es of Raimcm.-lli. The :Mcom r:/ pr()cu,.iJ/~ 
fllid and ficurr: Habitations. - Egyptian ArcbitcClurc: - I. J ~·lIlpk.f. _ 

1I • . Maufolea.-The Labyri1l1b and T omb of Ofymolldyos.-Ill. Obclijh
IV. PyramidI.-Reign of ScJofirjs.-Diffcre1l1 Races in l.'g.1'Pf. - S<·J/arb .. rit"~ 
lnvojion.-State of Judaa and Egypt at Ibal Pcriod.-Crcnlmfi of Taraly), 
the Etbiupian.-Dfflrullion of the AJ!yrian Army.-Rtvolt of the AjJjTj,1Il 
PrO'/)jnccl.-NinC1Jeh demoliJbed by Cyaxarcs (lnd Nebopoltif/ilr.-Babyloll tbe 
new Capital of AJ!yria.-Jealot!fy t?f NerDs King of Egypt.-Hc gains tbe 

Battle of M egiddo.-Im.uzdes Mcjopoinmia, (md garrijons CirC(jilllJl.-N~'bu. 
cbadnez:r.ar nJ/bciated in GO'f}ernm~mt with bis Fatber Nchopt;/riffor.-H~ 

fornu (,In Engine rf Dcjence oud glorious Vi{lory.-BnttJe 0/ Cimjium. 

SEC T. THE operations of commerce defcribed in the preceding (cait)n, 
III. being carried on by crowded caravans, are more open to ob-

'-----' 
Rearons ror fervation, than the }ligheft efforts of inJufiry and ingenuity in fuch 
entering illlo r r. I bl I ' rd' a more par. UJL'JU or agreea e arts as are common y cxerClle m the privacy 
ticular >If:~ ~ domefiic retirement. When the produCl:ions, indeed, of there 
count 0 u lC! 

liltS. arts ,remain in a tolerably perfe~ fiate, Lhey recount imprcfiivcly 
their own Mfiory; and turn OUf attention with delight to I he ener_ 
gies 6f thofe noble minds by which they were contrived and cTca.[ed. 

7 But 
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But when tlle dellruCtive hand of time has reduced the • .. :arks to ruins, 

their authors will be robbed of due 'praire; and the nationo which 

mlTfed and cherifrJed them, will be divefled ofthofe charattlJrillic prc
eminences. independently of which, their ,"YaTS, viaories or defe::!.t!, 

can never become a matter of fcrious and deep interell with pof\e-
rity. But here it is t'he duty of the hiflorian to interpa[e his Ul-

man diligence, in collctling all the {cattered notices on record, with 

regard to whatever forms the objeCt of ingenious conrrivlocc or com-

mendahle purfuit. from this more: intimate acquaintance with re-

In ote nati,ms, .mention will be awakened to their concerns; we ihall 

take part in their prorperity _and in their glory; real fymplthy will 
be excited for their fufferings; and our fancies being thus prepared 

for the [ccnes exhibited to view, will inveft with form, and adorn 

with colouring, the meagre and /hapelefs lkcletons that in the page 

of anci.-:nt hillary, too often ratde their dry bones in harmlefs con-

mas of nnlleeded wolrfare. The difcuffions into which it will be 

necefiary for this purpofe to enter, are effential al[o to my main 

ddign of furveying dillinCtly the various countries, which, after 

9' 
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fubmittin~ to the valour of Alexander, were to become the objeCts_ 

of his enl ightened policy j and with regard to fome of which, his 
plans were partially adopted by his immediate fuccetTors. 

In cannedion with the rile of Nineveh, and the magnificence of Naliom con_ 
. • cenlcd iu the 

that (jrf\: great capltal of Afia, I had occafion to fpea.k of the hlgh- rcYoltuinnby 
. d I ~. . d S . . . I h' . d f AfT:.· which iLLy -mm Cl l 'olllUS an cmlramJS, wit 1 t elr mlxe ar~y 0 uynans IOl"lli!flpl ..Lu t . 

and AraLi,lIls. llut ill the revolution whieh undermined the power c:d Nil\c\ ch. 

of Nineveh, and eaufed it to be finally fupplantcd by Babylon, the 

city chofcn' oy Alexander for the head of hi. empire, all thofe 

eaftern nations appear with coufpicuous effeCt, that deferve celebrity 
either by their prowe[s or their wifl\om. It will be neeeff"ar:r. in 

parti...:ular to make known Senache:rih the: Affyriao, and Tarako 1\e 

Ethiopian; Belefys the Babylonian, and Arbaces the Mede; (whofe 

~ Strabo, I.:LV. p. 731 . 

N. fuppofed 
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PRELlMlNARY SURVEY OF 

fuppo(ed tranf.llion, will be !hewn ex.aly to accord with thofe 
afcribed on better authority to Nebopolaffar and C}'a~ares;) in 
fine I 'lIJa1l have to introduce NeeDs the cnterprifing king of 
E.gyPt, a.nd Nebuchadnezzar the more powerful and more rcoO\.""
cd king of Babylon. In opporition to the erroneous notions con· 
cerning the extent of the antient Affyrian empire, this king of Bahy

Ion v,,,il! appear to have been the firfl prince beyond the Euphratc!: , 
'who conrolidated his dominion o\'er Aram on (his fide the liverj that 

is the Proper Syria. The fame conqueror, as is ''''ell known, !!:a incd 
Jerufalem after a liege of eighteen months, and dragge d its illha['i~ 
tants into C:'Ipl'ivity ; he 31fo overcame after a fiege of thirt ren ),C,U ", 
ano totally demoli.lhed tbe great commercial city of Tyrc on the con

tinent, a place infinitely furpaffing in magnitude and im portance i n ~ 

fular Tyre, which fucceeded to its name, and which, in the page 01 
hUlory, commonly uCurps- its renown. 

In profecuting the van fubjeCl before me, I 013il begin ""illl the 
Egyptians and Pbcenicians, concerning whoCe inftimtions and iovell· 
tioD:s, there are details equally reCpectable for their authenticity, and 

interefting by their copioufner~. Both nations were dc!!adful fuf· 

ferers in the conAia that etUbHlbed a new empire, and raiCed up a 
new capita) in Afia: both furvived tbeir difallers, and became in thl! 
hands of Alexander, principal agcots in effeCling his noble£\. and moO: 
ufeful purpores. Egypt, be fides, undcr the brother of that can: 

que:ror, the firft PcoJemy, acquired and long maintained a decided 

pre-eminence "among all the new Greek kingdoms eretted in the 
Eaft. The regular .nd connelled ann.ls of Egypt, will be embodied 

in [ubfequent parts of the prefent work: the obferv.tion, which im
mediately {cHow ate of a preparatory nature, affording a fuccinet 

view ~f the antiquities of a country, of which, as a Greek kingdom, 
I thaD endeavour to prefent a clear and complete hillary. . 

Wben the tranfallion. of Egypt firlt connea themfdv .. with thofe 

of Greece, the inherlunce of the Pharaoh. had fallen into tbe hands 

of 
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of tweh-e petty princes, who like the Deys of modern times, I.:Otn

bated each other, and difi.raCled [lieir common country. About the 

middle of the {eventh centnry before Chrifi, Pf::lInmetichus, ORe of the 
twei,'e, was enabled throug,h the affifiance of Greek pirates, Ionians 

and Cariam, to cfulh his competitors, and to affumc undivided fo· 
vereignty 1. Having conquered Egypt by Creeks, the gratitude of 

Pfammctichus cOl\fpired \vith good policy, toward ~ dhbliU1ing hi :i 
bcnefaClors in camps endowed \\-ith I.wds, 00 d1e Pdufiac or eaftcrn 
branch of the Nile j from which fettlemcot their de(celldants removed 

abcut a century <afterwards to the capital Mempllis, thlt they might 
fene as body l guards to king Amalis, another il!uftnous ufurpcr. 
FrOll1. the time of PJammetichus, but efpecially in the forty four 

ycars of Amafi~'s reign, the Greeks and Egyptians maintained a 
clofer intimacy with each other, than ever prevailed between any 
two nations of antiquity, that flood not decidedly in the endearing 
relations of metropolis and colony. The youths of Egypt were 
taught. the Greek tengue·; commerce was induA:rioufly cultivated 

between the two countries; and in perpetual fucceffion .of time, the 
philofophers Pythagoras and Plato " the hiftorians Hecataeu8' and 
Herodotus " with many iutervening travellers as ftudious of know
ledge' as their trading fellow citizens were greedy after gain, vifired 
the venerable mother of inventions and of arts, and endeavoured to dif
robe the concealed majefiy of religious and civil wifdom J for which 
the Egyptians had been renowned {rorp t~e firft dawn of tradition. 
Defore entering however under fuch guides, the pa1aces and [emples 
and faltories of Thebes and Memphis, and from conneaions that will 
afterwards appear more clearly, thofe ofAxum, Saba. Nineveh. 

Baltra, and many other remote cities, it will be prudent to , em,. 

• Herodr-t. J. ii. e. lSI, 1)2. 
J Ihid. J. ii. c. 179 ~ fen. 
• lJ, ibId. 
, Diogen. LIt(1. ill Pyth.gor. nnd P)atOD, 

and Straho. I. xyili. p. 806. 
• He(atlfu$ w;u a great traveller. aDd had 

probably coJleaed the fruirt of his tl'1lvd, in 
the '/I"11'''Y''"1 A.v~ mentiOllcd by StepJ!:mul 
DY:talJ.~. J.: Urb. Vat. A:"r~. 

1 Hcrodot. I. ii. e. 43. 
• Digdotu$, 1. I. f. 96. 

with 
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with us lights [rom a more hallO\\'cd fi,riuc, to di(pel the dark vapour 

of iIIulion with which we might otherwife be furroundcd. 

Two centul"ics after the journey of Ahram into Egypt, of which we 
}lave alrcaJy 1poken, the fimple fiory of J ofeph exhibits an imprdJi.\·e 
model of true virtue, beyond any that ever was created by all the 

ricl~n efs of fancy. The 1m-ely frankncfs, it is well kn own, of the 
young lhepherd, junead of conciliating a11t£ rivertin g;, as it ought to 

have done, the afft!Ll:ioJls of his brethren, provoked .their j caloufy 
::l.Od hatred, and fubj eC1cu him to the miiery of bein g: j~J ltI \ 0 an 

Arabian cara\'an, carrying fpiceries into Egypt 0 , Tbrough o .:traor. 

dinary endnwrnents beftC'wed on him by the Almi~hty, the unh appy 
!lave who had been purchafed for twenty illekcls of fil\'cr '0, was 

raifed to offices and honours thlt clearly charatlerifc the aut horiry of 

grand vizier, already introduced it fhould fcem, into t1li s callern 

monarchy. Pharaoh furrounded his neck with a golden chain as a 

badge of dignity, arrayed his body with vefiurcs of fine linen, adorn
ed his hand with his own ring or fignet, and made him ride in a 
chariot appropriate to the man next in place to the king, and who 
in effea exercifed the whole kingly power '\ In the oHicers alfo of 

the royal houfehold, particularly the captain of the royal guards, cn· 
truficd at the fame time with the criminal jurifaiClion, we perceive 
the fiill prevalent and unalterable cull:oms of the Eafi; though the 
flow punifhmcnt of a llave for the imputed enormity of infulting his 
maner's wife, indicates a degree of forbearance and caution, a faint ray 
of ci.vilization, long extinCl in all thofe unhappy countries. Through 
the whole narratiye, there are not any indications of the profufion of 

precious metals afcribcd by profane writers to Egypt at a fomewhat 
I.ter period " . The fmall price paid for the perron of Jofeph, his 

, Gtn~fls. e. xnvii. 
, . The ordinary Ibehl is val ued :It half a 

crnwn ; that ill the time of Jofeplt is tbought 
to have bel.n of Ids weight. Michael.is An· 
merk. GCllclis, c. xlv. V. %%. 

" The man whn is the Lord of the laml 
fpoh: roughly to us. GeJlcfis~ t. xlii. v. 30. 
In I Macca!>. c. ii. v. 53, J .J(cph· is caJ/cd 
'Wf"; nr ,fu'l"".TtI. • 

': Diodorus Siculu$, I. j . {ca. 1-9 & feq. 

lingle 
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fingle cup of li}ver,and the three hundred pieces of th:-.t metal, which 
the difpenfer of royal munificence befiowed on his bcIovcd Benjamin, 

affords reafon to infer, that the golden trcaJure~> of Ethiopia llad not 
yet be'~n ranfackcd w1th very fuccefsful diligence lJ , and th iit the: 

Phccoicians had not yet diffufed ill great ahundance the fih·cr of 
Ta rnlinl or TartcOus over the cancra world 14 , 

T!lC tranfaClions of Abram and Jofcph afford a glimpfc of Egypt 
as ull ited H very early periods, under one great monarchy; but the 
third and mofl: important view of that coulltry in fcripture, is given 

at tile rera of H ebrew dcli\'crance from Egyptian bondage. The 
children of Ifr.Jd had been reduced into that wretched condition uo
ocr the dynafl y of Ihepherds, accumulated hordes of Ethiopian 
Nomaucs, who had invaded and conquered Egypt at a period ' l bc~ 

tween the age of Jofcph and that of Mofes. III this revolution we 

find cvery thing conformable with the ordinary current of oricntal 
tranfa Cl iolis. It wns, and has alwap continued the perpetual mis

forrune of civilized communities in that divifion of the world, never 
to have attained a proficiency in arms, or adopted a fiyle of warfare 
qualifying men reCident in citics, and cultivating fedentary arts, 
fl cadily and fuccefsfully to rcfift the oecafional irruptions of neigh ... 
houring nomades ; whofe uneducated chiefs could never diftinguilli 

between the proper ufe, and the groITcft ahufe of wealth, and to 

whom therefore the conqueR of flourilhing cities, only fupplicd the 

means of exafperating, by the irritations of voluptuoufnefs, their 
prccipi(ate for\\an.lnefs and native ferocity. Under a prince of this 

charaCter, known by the common appellation of Pharaoli or Sultan, 
the Hebrews were fubjeCl: to the cruellefl and moll capricious vexa

tions. In the fertile trianble flrctching from Hcliopolis, its fummit 

" Al!':;th:lrchides de M II'i Rul>ro :lpuJ 
I'hot. Biblir,l h, p, 1339 o.l<:q . 

,.; Arillot, de M lt ab:!. Opera, tom. ;. 
p. 11 (,3- e mir. I r.Iaccao. c. viii. v. 3' and 
DiodoJm, 1. v. (. 3 )' . 

I, Conf. EloJU~ 1 c. i. \'. 8. Olno Herodotus. 

L ii . ('. l OCI. T he n('w killg " who !,nc'I' 

""t ,l<J iq,h ," HOl' I.i, merit; t Oll,u d ·; the 
l:;~y\"i.H' 1!ati Ol~ . wdl a' ~"rds wid . tlH! II"· 
lice~.n I'I't,fmt: hjn"r~·. (OllHJ'!'!J ; !~ tho;: king 

. cf 'I IltW d}ll<dly_ 

ncar 
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SEC ,.. near the" fite of. the modern Cairo! towards the Mediterrafieah on 
liT. h 
~ one fide, and the Red Sea on t e other, the flnall trihe of Hebrews 

containing in it only fixty eight inaleS~ ha'd grown to '3 nation of two 
millions and a half of fouls 'J: {"rite' the fighdtta: men alone amounted 
to fix hundred thouralld, 6f acctfrdiog to. a niCer computation, to fix: 
hundred and three thoufand five "hdiidreCi aDd fifty perf on. ". To 
prevent or reduce this dangerous lind grow.w.g population, for the 
Hebrews were lhcpherds and [oldiers, Pharaoh talked them with 
hard labour; he condemned them to provide materials for his vaft 
building!; and many of them were employed in rearing new and , 
Rronger walls round Pithom and Rlamfcs 'I, andent fortrelTcs con. 

ti-ininl; the royal magazi.nes. Another fti1l viler expedient of which 
the tyrant made ufe to intercept the formidable populoufnefG of [he 
IfraeUtes, was, bis cruel order. to the midwives to deH:roy their infant 
males 1~; a tranfaftion as ufually underA:ood, wearing an air of im

probability, yet on a nearer examination, entirely confillent with 

the cuftoms and inftitutions of the Egyptian.s, reprefented with much 

nniformity by authors who differ perpetua11y aDd widely about their 

chronology and hiA:ory. In anciedffl8Ypt, medicine in general, 

and feveral of its bronches we\'e;".a'·.nd"hereditary profeffioD'. 
e'ltcreifed under pl'ecife- and {e~tli'~atatidb8, for the obfervance of 
which by their fubrutuie •• the heads Of ite different department, were 
amenable to the magiftrates 10. This explanation will remove our 

{urprife that Pharaoh fhou!d have addrell'ed only two midwives. as if 
ther, could have futliced for fo great a nation; and!t gives a narural 
turn to their excufe for not executing the ki6g~s atrocious orders, 

namely. that the Hebrew women being Ii~elier than the Egypt"D, 

" The Ifraelitesinhabited, tb.~ f< _ll9ftlte 
land." (;elleJi" c ];Ivii. v.l5', that it the fit
ttft for ptri\L1ragt : in whlchdll'b't! tlIeCbnful 
M'aillrt tneCcript. de L'Baypte) ray" "' the. 
Ir.US grows to the beight of a maul.uti to 
thick rhatan ox may fecd.a ~."1",g 
QA tJu: grouDd. 

I, Co~. ExodtlJ. c. aii. v. 37, a1utNana .. 
hers. c. L v. 16. 

.» Exodus, c. i . .. , II. 
I, Id. c. i. v. Jr· '" ~W. 
- Al'inot. Politic. 1. iii. e, I. Coni. 

Ucrodo~ .L ,i. c.6;, 

...ere 



ALEXANDER'S CONQUESTS. 

were delivered without the ufllal intervention of yuulic fundi6n

aries u, The extraordinary interpofitions of the Almighty, which 

b)"n~.J all the de{,jgn~ of this detcfiable tyrant, are recorded in that 
hillary, with which flj91I1 our youth we are ma(l. familiar. But 

it is worthy of remark, that of the wonderful pha::nomcnon which 
enableu the Ifraelites to pars the Red Sea in [.lfery, the memory is 
prcf/.:'t"\Ted in a pagan hiA.:orian, who authenticates it by reference to 

a different fouree of in(ormat; oo, even that of th.! aaual inhabitants 
of the dillrit,t n. -It :null. a)(o be obferved that Pharaoh's army 

which perialed in ~hat fea in his furious purruit) confined of chariots 
nnd hurferncn j bccaurc horf.:men in tIll: feofe of cavalry, were not 

ti led by the Greeks till cig-ht centuries after th is period, that is five 

ccntUl ie<; aftt!r the war of Troy; and both cavalry and chariots 

cealed in proccfl:i of time to he employed by the Egyptian.;, in con~ 
kyuenc\! of the perpetual rnrerfeClions of their country hy can,l/s, 
whieh rendered fuch forts of croops altogether unferviccahle u. 

The minu\e interfetlions of the Delta , doubllcfs contributed in 
}'gypr towards agricultura..l aDd commercial profperity. Yet at the 

rer.'l ot [he J cwifh emi~ratioD, wonderful exertions had already been 

made, both for multiplying the n,ece{fJries of life at home, and for 

procuring its accommodations from abroad. In trealing of the 
a tu in mctlts and enjoyments of the Egyptian s, 1 filall c(,nfider [h e 

three main articles of food, clothing, and habita.tion. The laft of 
thefe will /rad me to thdr ornamental architeClurc: j and this, again, 

will be found intimately conncCteJ with all thdr nobldl uifcoveri es 

in the arts and fciences. I begin, as neceffity requires, with a brief 

furvey of the country. 
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From the mouths of the Nile and the Mediterranean, Egypt ex~ Egypt 

fi d d \ . '1 S' I Jo:f~ILitC,I . tended in length ve hundre an t nrty mt es to yene an< the 

tJopic of enocer, compreh('nding in its breadth the mountains on 

" A~I'OltfYO" E-xodur, c, iiI:. 
.. Conf. Diodoru" \, iii. fe~. +0. a.nd I.l Herodotui, I. ii. c.laH • 
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both fidea the river, as far as the Red· Sea on the right, and the 

fands of Libya on the left. In its utmoff dimcnfions the country 

falls far !hort of Great Britain; yet, before it y.'¥ ~.avaged JuccdIivl"ly 

hy the 'l.:ings of Nineveh and &byldn, and. ,Pu8)anCIltly opprc:ITeu 
by the civil and rellgious perfeciltion of C .. ~by.fcs and his Perfi.m 
fucce£rors, its pnpuloufnefs may bc f.lidy ~ijimated at clg,ht mil

liom of induflrious inhabitants ~'. To the anr.fcnt Ccrcaforlllll, a , ,.~ . 

place fituatc fomewhar below the modem Cajro, the Nile flowed j,l 

an unhroken fiream, then di"iding irfelf into t~ principal hranches, 

the two outermofl of which infold the u ianglc' of 1 .... ,"Ner Egypt, the 

fertile Delt.. The apex. of the triangle at Ccrcaforum ", is dif1.Jnt a. 

hundred miles from its bafe, the waving (;oaO: of the Meui~rrancan j 

and the fides are the P",lufiac and Canopic branches of the Nile, 
whore mouths are two hundred mi~t§ afunder. Ancit:ntly the whole 

of the Delta was richly cultjv~ted j but tillage is now confined to 

the inmofl diUrilt, and to the valley of the Nile, a ipng fhip of land 

reaching to Syene, generally about twenty miles bro.."l4, overflowed 

yearly by the river, and enriched by its fa~jng flime ~6. Homer 

is thought to have pointed to the f¥;ft of th!~ annual inundation, 
when he characterizes the \'lile ~( .. ,pv~ fed by [i~e {bowen; (,f 
heaven .'. Under che Sixth Ptolemy, ~futnamed Philome(or, Aga

tharchides of Cnidu8 [urveycd ,Ethiopia above Egypt with the eye 
of a philofopber, and confirmed the authority of Homer, by de

fcribing the ince(fant rains in Ethiopia from the fum mer folilice to 

the autumnal equinox u. As early o.s May, torrents often defcend , 
from the Abyffinian mountains, fwelling all the rivers of which 
the Nile is the common receptacle. Their influence rea-ches Egypt 

~ Jofephu$ de Bcll. Judaic, I. ii. c. 26. 
Conf, D1Ddur. I. i. 

" HctodQt, J. ii. c. f S. anti 17. 
.. Strabo is bev~ more gt'llphical than in 

lII.. deferipliou of Egypt, J, :J:vi~. JI. ,86. 
Comp.u-.: the moderuS', 'M.tillet. Po'coke, 
Browne. 'th£!aft IWIlt:d tr'aveJlu i<eull 

J 

indiucd to limit too much the extent nr the 
IUltlUlll Roods. Bro .... ne·s Tra"eh. iI' 3p • 

.., o.Iy1T. J. iv. v. SAl. lI'5 clplaincd by 
Alillotle in Str.lbo. 1.1Ofii , p. '790- Con£. 
Arlflnt. Meteorol. I. i ... ~, t .... -ad Apollo. 
IUU. Lexicon Homer. 'tOO. lrrlPnO(. 

'! Agllth&rchid.t:s Qua-Diodot.!. j. f.97. 

ill 
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in the middle of June, when the waters .,ifibJy accumulat~ and- to-- S B.. C T. 

wards the beginning of AuguR o-ve,Bow their banks. From the "'L_U~.'_'-.I' 
middle of Auguft ~o tlu: cnd of OOober, the Delta w~ars tbe appear .. 
ance -of a great lake, ,its numerous cities peering .g at interva16 above 

• 
the watery furface, like the Cyclades and Sporades in the 'fbroad 
.JEgeJ.n. 

1 he depofitionl from ' this temporary lake form (0 rich a 
mould, that the hulbandcnao is e4empted from all the more laborious 
operations of agticulrur~. Inflead of ploughing and harrowing the 
groucd, his induftry needs only be e>..crted qn the fofter clement of 

water; which being, diverted by canals, or [cooped by machiQ-cs, is 
equally anJ eafily difllributcd over rhe adjacent country Jg . In Egypt 

the g,.dn [own in the begioning of November ripens in lefs than five 

months, and is g,encrally cut down and depofited in grllnaries before 
the firft of April u. During the fame fcaron pulfr follows grains, 
and fruits are fucceeded by new Bowers. In fecollding the liberality 

Agriculture 
ul l ho: E ,, } £1 -
t,II !l~ 11. C. 
1490. 

of nature. man was induftrious; and the duty of agricultural induftry . 
was enforcell by various ptaxims of religion, particula.r1y the facred 
execration denounced againft Jhephertis", thofe tigers as we have 
feen in war, but drones and .lJuggards in peace. Tillage as weH as 

other .momentous c.ooCertJB. consinued irnmemorially undl.'1" the 
prieRly famili." whq ha4 of old taught thei, fubjetls to dr.in the 
madhy Delta, fince t.he imaller momhs of Iht: Nile lang bore c:vident 
marks of [he patient labour which ~ad heen aeceff.ary to open and 
defend them n. The building of Memphh it afcribed tc.? Mencs, the 
lira I indiviuuJ.l who, hi,nreif a pricft t concc:ntrated ~'in m. own 
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hands the whole prieftly authority, which he lhould [cem, however, 

to have excrdfed in conformity to the will of his former equals and 
brethren . From the time of Menc:s, Memphis continued to oe the 
feat of the Pharaohs; and from the fite ~f that city, ncar the top of 
the J.")elta, its foundation mull: have been accompanied with con

trivances for regulating the Nik's inu'.'dation, though the lake M.cril?, 

formed, ir is raid, for this important u[e H, owes its name to a prince 
who reigned only four generations, th.lt is a hundled and thirty

two years before the taking of Troy. 
Upwards of three centuries before that (tra, the Egyptiam in the 

time of Mob. raired great v.uit:lics of grain; wheat, h.:nlcy, and ryc le
• 

Their 'gardens produced a profufion of legumes, cucumbers, and 
melons": and though the foil is unfavourable to trees, fiss and 
pomegranates abounded in the daya ()f ~Ore8 H, and grapes c\'en ill 

thore of Jofeph a. At that early period, however, wine was not an 

ufual beverage. Pllaraoh's butler took the grapes and preffed them 

into Pharaoh's eop; clearly indicating that the natural juice was 

drank limply with water, and preferred to fermen ted liquor in a 
warm climate, and by a people peculiarJy attentive to rules of 
health "0. Of beer, whieh ap?ears foon afterwards to have become 
tbe common drink of the working c1affes, 1 find not auy mention in 
the books of Mores: though the invention of heer, a preparation far 

more complicated than wine, is affigned·' to the reign of Olit-is. the 
moil venerable of thole idols in whole name the Egyptians were 
long governed by priefts, the gods' earthly vicegerents. 

As an article of food, the Egyptians fhould feern to have paid 
particular attention 10 fillies. The lake Mzria above.mentioned, 
about fifty milcs fouth of Memphis, and twO' hundred milcs in circuit, 

~ Diodorus, I. i. f. S I . and Herod~t. 
I. ii, c. 101. and '4', n~te-e Major ,Ren
uell', note, Geogravhy of Herodotu" p. S04-

Jj6 ElOJlls, c, i:r, 't. 3',1:1.. 
~ NumixTl, c. xi. v. S. 

.... Numbers, c. IX. Y. S. 
" Gene-fis, c. xl. V. II • 

... HerodofuI, AnOotlc, and Di«lonll. 
Sicuius. 

.. Diod:orus, 1. i, C ... s. 
produce4 



ALEXANDER'S CONQUESTS. '0' 
produced twenty. two different kinds, the catching amI curing of SEC T. 
w~ich employed innumerable hands. From the profits accruing on t I~[ ..... 
this branch of induflry, a queen of Egypt is (aid to have received 

daily the value of two hundred pounds fierling for the expence of 
her toilet and perfumes.... This queen, whore luxury was fupplied 
by the fOlIe of other luxuries, fome hifiorians make anterior to M~ris 
who gave his name to the Jake. Let us fuppofc;> that the curing of 

fillies in Egypt was a lucfJ.tive traffic tineen centuries before the 

ChTifli In a:ra;' at the fame time, calling to mind the order of 
Charles V. emperor of Germany, an equal number of centuries 

after tb.t puiod, for ereCling a ftatue to George Buke1, for hi .. wa-
IU.lbk dill-overy of cur!nJ:! herrings, and we !hall be ready to conclude 

with tlte philofopher that many inventions, even of vulgar ufe, have 
been oftcn loft and I1ften recovered .'. 

In procuring material. for clothing, the Egyptians difcolfer~ not IT. Of 
• c1oatbing. 

lefs ingenuity. The fine vefture jn which Joftph was arrayed" ITI:l.y 

be fuppofcd to lu\Ve confined of byffus or e"Otton, fiDee: this fubfiance 
is extraCled from a nut, immemorially growing in Egypt, and the re 
formed into raiment .J. But at the 3!ra of the Jewilh emigration, 

Egypt a!Jounded alfo with yarn from Sax" i a manufacture; of greater 
intricacy than that of colton, finee infiead of a foft down cafily 
reparable fr~m ·its covering, the tough filaments of Bax mull: be di/:' 

engaged from the friable and ufelefs W90d which they incloCe, by 
maceration in water, and fucceffive manual operations of confidera ... 
b1e difficulty. Of the decorations which different fluff's recei'Yed from 
dying and embroidery, confpieuous proofs appear in the f.acerdotal 

veftmente of the Hebrews and the inner hangings of the tabernacle, 

ill whicfl we nnd not onl')' the (imp!er employmenta of thofe m" 
but ingenious complications of them into pieces of exquifite work-

.' DiOOortU. 1. i. f, 1" ConE'. Ht"I'Odot . 
1. iii. c. 91. 

01 Aril\otl~. paaim • 
.. Gc:ntli" c. xli. T ..... 

.1 Pollul Onomaaic, Tili 13 • 

.. And the 8n. was "ooUed, lhat is, h:u! 
rikn in. (Wh. Exodw:. c. n. Y. 31 . 

man(hip. 
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manlhip. Among a profufion of brilliant colour. may be difcovcred 
the c~ceus·' of the Greeks, Qr' ol( kermes of the Arab!l, tbe deeper 
(carlct [i llt obtained from cochineal··, and tlie Rill richer Tyrian dye 
·from the aeck oE'j:Vte P~lagea 411, as the colour tmanated blue or 
violet·., proceeds from the blacker blood (If tiJ(;: Sepia or Cuttie-lilh. 

The cochineat'mcntioned in this lift,' was brought by tLe Indo· Scy ... 
thians, of whom we hue -aft'eady fpoke!), to the great flap!c of 

Dnttra; there it was rUTchafcd by the ACfy rian car,lvans ; and by 
the routc& formerly dcfaibed so, brought uown frolll Syria into 
Egypt. The JJ"C,a~tr:r part ofltlli s fhi~ing dye j~ o pt alOrt , hrH,·l"'l", 

~"AftPti .•. ~p~!y' "!'I. van manufaaories of clolh "n.oli.h" , Juc
~"Var'l ~m12e feen here.\fter; at Babylon. and UO] lippa. 

HI. \\li lh. : \ •. ~ dfthe three neceffaries of life ; food, clothing, and habiration, 
rt:g .ltJ Ut. . ' • . ' 
Ji:>lill .U1d tf\(Atf was moil: magnificently provIded tor amonp;ft:\ rc:oplc wiw, 
ma"nifiC( J)t . ' ~ ,. ,~ ,f •• • • 

.u\\eJJmgs. 10 tfieUlul'n of mountains bonlcnng on the Rea Sed, f.·nJoycd invalu-

able .te'nale for building. In this endlers range, for it extends 
far be,;c~ the ftra1ts of Babdmandeb, to the unexplored regions of 
Southern Africa, fine granite and marble were ordinary anti little 

regarded produtHooe: the mountains teem with porphyry, alabafter, 
and the hardeft bafa.1ts; and on their fides towards the Nl /C, many 
D3tural declivities facilitate the conveyance of thofe rid. prouuClions 
to the water's -edge ta. Of thil advantage Ihe Egyptians availed 

themfclvee to rear . public monuments unparalleled in folidity amI 
grandeur; among the {uina or. 'wltich, though no privA.te dwelli ng 

appear, it has been 'ufhly,-c4)llohlded that nODe of great value wefe 
ever to be fOun4.i . aad that'ilie habitations of the ancient Egyptian8~ 

" .... ,. 
like thor. of.~ prd'eot:~clml t~n~" of the foil, co.fined of 

.' , , 

... 'KOOOUJO> )l'l'),ajJ, .fx()dm, c: ~v. 
.. Mieh'l.cils. ftot,i.·tbe 1'00\'. Qf the 'word, 

infers tb~CJ th~ lUbte •• blew 1:achinta:1 to 
be the prqd\lo!loio. "r • jnfe~. Anmerk. 
E xn.lnll, a :,tn. 'v. +. H:~' m;~t ha. ___ e ti~d 
the o.y.... I~"" ~ 111-:' of Cccliou:. ludit. ,. . 
.e. XXI. 

.. PUn. N. H. ]. ix . c. 36, anJ Amati 
de Re{Hrl1t·. Purpm anlm. r. 3D. 

'" ''l'"", ,g.,.,, S~pIUdgillt . 
II See 1I11(,ve, ]I 2 •• 

U Brute', T ravels tl'l djfcol"e~ the {oorce 
of the NIle. vol. i. p, J 16. and feq. 

eartben 
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eartheD huts. flightly covered with palm trees". \Ve know, on the 

contrary, from good fI\Hhoflty, t\tia~ even in Thebes, the fi.rll capital 
of Egypt, many pri.y~te hewes' ~'ere worthy of that £!lagnificence 
", hich fhone in public edifices '\ In t:J.rly a!:"fll, iu..4ee~ magf!t~ 
licence like knowledge was confined to the fe~:, butt. t!Xertions in 

Jahori vu':) lI'1dc rtakings are never more- vigorous or more fucc~fsfult 

th , n \d,.n the artful few direfr the JS~e.nt indufitl of thoughtlefs 
• :l!lJ /t,hmiffive mill ionf> H. t 

'I he lubjd\ of Egyptip6. ~reaure n.turolly divides itfelf into 

rcmpk~" maulolcJ, OI}clHk:a..-~pyra'tn{ds; ma~rs too familiar to 

the rCdd\: r to be eafy'P fh.~\vriter. The tlpe'e «rt' *entinned 'te-
o . ' • \, • 

mount to immemorial tqtiqu'ity: ~yratnids; as win'"'be rdfed. prefcn.dy, 
have a far 1ater ori~ih. I begin with temples, which, at abo,e 
proved, were defline4 not folcly to facred, but to ma0:t . j.m?pr.t~t 
civil purpOrts. It has been conjeClured with fome prob.ttiUiiy, tbat 
the tauernade of the Jews in the wildcrnefs, might give. the.fCn~ 
olltlillC of Egyptian temples I~. Tbi& venerable fanltuaryof w~rthip 
to th t: li\ing G od, in oppofi tion to the vilefi, but from its affocia .. 

ti ons, the moll bcwitchi llg idolatry, was merely a portable temple 
for as yet, a Nomadic nat ion H. It is defcribed in all its parts with 
:l circumftaotial minutt:nds, which tbofe will maa approve, who 

can beft eftimatc the importance of definite weights and mcafurcs to 

a people jufi: emerging into ciyil and fetded .life. According to the 
facred penman ", the tabernacle c-onfifted of~~cOnnC'r firuCture, which 
he calls the houfe; and an outer, whicb ~e ttaU, the tent or court. 

The houfe was covered with curtains o( ~ liflfn. with blue and 
purple and fcarlet. It wa!> ten cubits high 'aad' AS ~y broad, fup_ 
ported on acacia pillars, aDd divided by a veil i~nto two mrtments;.. 

11 Bruce. ibid , 
.. DiNorus, 1. i . (. ,H, 
M The period I\t which this moR p'erfe&1y 

toQ)c place is the true olge of AlUkim ~ t hI! a,_ ~, Co mutb. o£.tianu at" of gie'~t: 

Wldcrtd:.:"'fP" 
tf Spe1:t&.r in ·'D.te\- . a. -T.abc:rna.: . 

Origin. p. 660-: SrIl ~t. . ,. 

rt Jokllhus ~./~ J. iii. c. ,. 
!' .E.zocilJs.I.. ~!X'J'i: ·t1atQUghout. 

tho 

lOj 

Sf, C T. 
III, 

• J 

I:g) pt ioln 
IIrLlutecture , 
1. TOllpk • 
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SEC T. the one looking' toward!) -the caa, called tbe holy plncc:, twcnty'CubitQ 
1..' ~_~J~I.I_· __ ";1 in Mngth; the other lookjng tow~rds the weft, ~Iled; the mon holy, 

only ten cubit8 in: length~·. 'Both divifious were. -overbung 'with line 
liocn, and ;·tb'i, Unen -was co.vered .:,externally with camlet or hair 
cloth, and .thiB· b~i~ cloth again lhielded by t\~·o layers of leathe r" the 
one of rams' fldsia dYed..red, the other of badgers' !kins. The Tami" 

&ins dyed red had already tra:vclled, it lhould feem, to Egypt from 

Morocco, and-the pillars of .HeeculeR, where they were manufJ.tturcd 

in the rc~otcft antiquity 19. Ttic .badgers' ikiQs formed the outcrmoll: 

covering of .11, and were j':ldiciouOy c~'~n for compl t ting the .... :hole 
'Work, fince the' 'htab~n m-ake n}i~1Ut'an(.thoes of thi s fu ! ;'~ alice, 
boafi o(:. t'h~' f;.~~er' a,~tifket pro~£,.&nd au' ~id to under-va lue the 
-.latter if they do no~ Iall them 'tifteen years ~: , The holy haufe, hCdf 
a 'reChngle, was furrounded by a larger rea-angle" calh:J hy Mores 
tbe coun 'Or tent; whofe two larger fid es were hung widl cl1ltains 

of fine ,linen, an hundred cubiti. long, and the two lhorter fi des hung 

with curu.ins ,extendiDg refpe£l:ively the length cf fifry c:lhirc; 6'. , 

,The tePlplcs of E,gypt , had three difiintl: parts, correfponding to 

t,he divifioD8 of the tabernade : that is,- the tent, the Ilbly place, and 
' the mon holy u. The. tent oJ tJte Hebrews allfwercd to the facred 

and fotid i!lclofure of the Egyptians, alw~ys difiingu ifhed by a lIlar~ 
ble pavement, about one , hu~dn;.d. :feet broad, and 'three or four 
hundreJ in ,length. '~;4~,~~a~fieent avenue, which the 'Greeks 
called;Dromos "the .~9~r~~"," was. ornamen~cd on each fide by a ' OW 

of fphrnxes t repofiqg at the diftans:e of commonly thiNy feet afun

der ", The <ouitt led dl["e/liy to the body 'of the t~mple, whoCe 
approache, we.rl'r~nde,~d a~l by a long feri.a of lofty and found
ing ponicofli. The' b'ody 0( .t~ tern'ple confified of two parts, the 
• 

M H~rodO(us. I. i .. : C"18vwith Rei'mell', 
Co'inmmtUy. p, 66g. . 

... Mich~il ad ElCtid. e. sivi. 

.. ,ElI:od~i'.;' c. ~vi~~: .. ,{ . 
• 1 The~ two ~~~'tly . a~ (:111( \1 

~ I the ' outer correij>ooo ing to the holr 
piace is eaHed ~fWl<'; ; ~he inner correr~nd • 
ing ~o dIe moll holy is called~. :;ttab . 
Ibid, . 

.- ' / Strabo. I. xvii; h, 80« 
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larger COTrefpondiqg to the holy place, and the fmaller to the moll SEC T. 

holy. Both thefe a.partments were embraced by walls of the fa.me ~ ..!!;, 
altitude with the temple, and -called wings, becauCe tbey hovered 
around that augu[\: building, expandi.ng fro.m it on both fides towards 

the facred inclofure. There walla or wings were carved with large 
idols in the hard Turcan ftile,. or carlieft fculpture of Greece 6 4

• 

The Grecian traveller "ho thuB delineates tbe general form of Their idols. 

Egyptian [emp1es, was aftoniihed to find their fanltuaries or lhrioes 

alrogether defiitute of gods in the human form. Notwithfianding 
their high attainments i~ arts and fdentes, the Egypdans, indeed, 
appear to have for ever wallowed in the vilef\ fuperfiitions, even the 
gro/Tefi: of all, that of brute . worlhip. Though they were formed 
int'Cl a nation, a8 we have fel!n, from a coalition among the trading 

towns on the north of the Nubian defert, and from a variety of 
triiJcs living by different purfuits, and with a wide diverficy: of cur .. 
toms and rites, yet this tlrange mode of idolatry was the grand 

c:haraCleriftic of the whole. Such wonderful concurrence in a matter 

fcemingly fo extravagant, points to a coloniution Bowing with the 
Nile: from the inland mountains of Africa, where brute wor£bip 
commonly prevailed, and ftill 'Continues to prevail eJ; and this fufpi-

.. It! . ihid. cites J uvenal Satyr. tV. 

" I t i ~ >1.11 ingcniout conjd\t11'e of War~ Fdice~ populi, 
hurroll's (Divine L egation, B. iv. (ea.,f. ~OJ'J1m aaicuntur in bortis numina, 
p. 168 ), that hrute worlbip ()rigittated ~Il abd <U '(jJt':~'f un di(co\,er. no ath .. autbo· 
hiC'roglypbic~; in which tht figures of ani· 1 J'itT can. ... oatOIJI bdit!es this hally ebullition 
mals were employed as ~prcf~ntlttjye, of lIbe of)tll aQ(If'Y fatiria. That the Egyptlau~ de_ 
gods. Y-e.t tn1' conjeCture is r:J.ther difproved rived their animal wodhip from the interior 
by :a wide( .;r.o:qnaiutdnce \II 1[h fav'l.ge llatioD5. of Afrin is indic.a.tw in Scriprure. The 
Many Negro tribt5 dtfiitute ofhic:roglyphic.s, HebreW'll are for~idden in L eviticus. c. xVIi. 
and writing llnd clU'Ving, ofany kincl. wor· ... ,. (j to 05'01' lacri6cn to nrl.'m." Michaeli5 
fhip anima". ~'. reptilu; punillLing with tnl.n£la1ea/~yrs.' t.b< urged kind of Ape.; 
dellth thofe w~ hurt thtm <,Yen cllfuaJly. and 1 petieve ligbrly, for I find , be fuperai: 
Sec Brian Edwarl$s'5 Hin. of the Weft Iq. tim of f2.tyr.wotOl.tP pl'e-'faillng ·,o an extra_ 
die~, -4-to. ulit. vol. ii. P.77. With a view -ordinary degreet in. part of,AfriOJl:pcrva(kJ 
to C'onfi:-m his fy/ltm. Warburton ob(erves by uploring detachmeats of Agatbodc~, 
that, .. the Egyptians .1{o wonhippcd pl.lnt5j tvrant of Sicil,.. during: hU.,mtmorabJe iu· 
for p.J:lntl too ~·ere made we "'(If fOl' eJ:ph.in· . ;atl.on of A£~ tlLu wit!. ~~ cireumQaJltiaUy 
in, tK hifiory of their god!," p. 16,_ h<: relattd m..a i~qu~nt p.u't of lhis work. 

V91.~ . i. :R cion 
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cion is corroborated by hillory, which plact's the fi.rll great fettlcment 

or city at Elcphantina. the fouthern extremity of Egypt; the ft:conu 
at 1 hebes or Diofpolis; and then northwan.ls·~ ill fucceffion, at This, 

or Abydus, licracleopoli~. and f\1emphh, which la!1-, fiulGtc onl y twenty 

miles above the apex of the Ddta, contained ti~e paillee of the l'ha~ 

raohs, though ThebLs continued many centuries ~\f[i.,!r Mofes to furrals 
the new capital in oi'JUlcllee and magnitude e,. Tilt: building of Mem· 

phis and H eliopolis, places near the lOp of the Delta, was ac.:ompanictl 
whh the draining of Lower Egypt, after whkh ufc:ful labour, dtic8 of 

great l1 C'l t e arofe in tbat rich alluvial dillrid: Tanis, llul.Hdlus, Mendes, 

Scbcnnnrl\\&, Sais, Canf)pm, t\IC Ial\. of which w:\s neatly conlj~uo\lS 

to AIJollkir, a name ever glorious to Britain, and w.\s a conlider"ble 
emporium, diOinguiihed by a great annual fa.ir G" before Alexandria 

arofe in its neighbourhood, the general rendezvous of nations, and 

fovcreign of the commercial world. 
]0 the principal temples which adorned and proteClctl the innu

merable cities of Egypt, there feems to have been a riv.~Jnlip of here
ditary prieRoods; firangc diverfities of wor/hip, and unaccountable 
col1ifio08 of fuperftjtion. &ome cities facrificcd !heep, but abftained 
religioufly from goats; others rcverfed this praClice G,. Some hunted 
crocodiles, others held that _ monner in veneration 7". All of them 

however worlhipped the bull, after that emblem of creative power 

became the god of Memphis, the fupreme capita1 of the kingdom; 
and all abominated the hog ", excluding fwineherds from focial com

munioD; doubtlefs in compliance with the great maxims of the 

•• The lites of three fucceffive capit ... I\; 
Thellcs, Merr.pbi~. and Alcxnndrin. poinl c" 
the (.m)c genet.!1 conch:fion. A~ we dcf~nd 

in the order of tim~. Egypt beeomc, le(s 
conntfted with Edli(lpia. nntl more connell. 
ed 1\ith tbe Mediterranean. The line vf 
c:ommerti~ and political conne-Oion flowed 
from (outh to norell. 
~ AriRot. Meteor. 1. i. c. '4-, cOllr. Ma· 

7 

nethon apud Syncell. Chl·onic. 
M Arifiot. fficollom. Opera, I. ii, p. Sog. 

Ed;t. du Val. 
.. Herodot. I. ii. e. 42 & 46. 
~ Atifiot. CEcomon. ubi fupra. Conf. 

Herodct. I, Ii. c. 69. 
" Gendis. c. 1 1\·j . v. 34. Con{. He~odot. 

1. ii. c. +7, & I. IV. c. 186. 

priefily 
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priefity governors of Egyp[, to draw their fllbjecls from the idlenefs 
of panora}, to the induftry of agricultural , life. Amidfl much capri

cious variety, the genius of polytheifm delineated formerly in rc ... 
fereoce to ancient Greece H, remained however unalterab! ~. modelled 

in Egypt by local circumflances, and extended by the zeal of prier..!I"t 
confifting of diftintl races or cafts, and actuated by family as "yel! a~ 
perrona1 confiderations in extending their credit with the multitude. 
Although all the Egyptian idols were rcprefented eitber in the general 

form, or at leaft with fome prominent charaCleriftic of inferior ani
mal !';, yet the Creeks earily difcovcrcd their own Jupiter at Thebes; 
their Apollo at Heliopolis or On; their Vulcan at l\1emphis; their 
Dbna at Bubaftus; and at Sais, the blue-eyed godders their favourite 

Minerva '\ All thefe fanciful images bore a reference to the bene .. 
ficent powers of nature n, or rather of its Great Author: they mofl: 
of them admitted of interpretations, agricultural, or aftronomical ; 
fome of a general kind, others applicable only to the meridian and 

foil of Egypt. Thus the hawk-headed Ofiris, denoted either the fun 
or the Nile 7', two faurces. of fertility entitled ill that country to equal . 
honours; and the barking Anubis, for which no parallel was found 
in the mythology of Greece, lignified Sirius 16 or the dog-fiar, whore 

heliacal riCing warned the Egyptians of the NUe's approaching inun .. 
dation. ' 

That great periodical event which fufpended ureful Jaboprs, was 
the favouri.te feafon for religious feftivity. The fefHval of Diana's 
temple at Bubaftus, continued even in later times, after Egypt had 
' long' fmarted under Perfian opprefiion, to be celebrated by fevep. 
hundred thoufand perfons 17, whofe boats in long order crowded the 

" HiRory oJ Ancient. Greece. chapter ii. 
throughout. 

II Herodot. I. ii. palIi-n. 
'" F rogili ~ et laboriofa morta\itat in partes 

!lb. digeffit t inhl'Inrtatis fate memor. U[ por
tiouibas qll ifque cokret, .quo ma&ime illdi~ 

li:: eret. Plin. Nat. Hill. I. ii. c. 7. 
" Plutarch de Hid. & Olil"id. 
... In the langu:lge ()f Lhe inb.abitants ill the 

HIe of Mcrae. Stir nUl lignifler; a dog. 
Druce's Tral'e!s. 

11 Herodot. I. ii. c. 60. 

P2 Nile, 
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SEC T. Nile, and whore licentious merriment at every city on their way, 
L 1~1 . .J difIipatecl all perception of aCtual inconveniences fu the gladdening 

profprCt. of promifed abundance. 

11. Mauro. 
lea. 

Near to all the Egyptian cities, the folidity and magnificence of 
tp&ufolea excited the veneration of natives, and the woruler of 
ftrangers. The peculiar pains befrowed in adorning thore fepulchral 
monuments, originated in the belief that the foul fiiH continued after 
df'atb to be deeply intercfted in the treatment of its eartllly compa ... 
nioo··j OD which account dead bodies were carefully embalmed, that 
they might he preferved from corruption and deformity. III the 
neighbourhood of Memphis, th.: burying ground WllS viewed with 
p8.~ti.cular attention by Greek travellers. The Qumerous fepulchres 
belonging to that capital, were approa~hed onl), by one pa{fage~ 
which led to hollow caverns and Bowery meadows, to fcenes of 

• 
loatbfome defolation a.nd fields of verdant pleafure; and the arrival at 

ruch contrarieties of habita.tion by (he fame common avenue, the 
dreary lake of deatb, i. fuppofed to have given birth to the Greel< 

. fablea concerning Charon, Acheron, lilyfium and Tartarus 1.. Even 
tbe Pyramids in the rame n';ghbourhood, of wbich we {hall fpeak 
prefendy, may be regu4td under a certain afpea as maufolea to the 
dUd; fincc among the EgyptianB who fpoke and wrote by meta
phors ~nd images, no fymbals could be better chofeo than thofe UD

perHhlDg edifices to e"prefs . tbe unalterable fiability of the grave '''. 

But among all the buildings in Egypt, the Ia~yrinth or repulchre of 
tbe kings, and the tomb of Orymandyas were regarded by the Greeks, 
III the greateR prodigies both of l.bour ~Dd of 1kill. 

The Ilbyrintb, a few mile. [outh of the lake M«ri., at the city of 
Crocodileo. afterwards called ArGn"", i. erroneoufly .rcrlbed to tbe 

,. Diodo11lS, 1. i. {. 5 t. Conf. Sef\'iw.ad 
Elleid, iii. ,. 

,. Diodoro.l. 1. j. {. 96. Couf. Herodot. 
1. ii. c. til. 

... Diodoras, I. i. {, S I . fays, _ '"" 1"''''' ',,"-.1tf#II{ ..... ~ ~ 8r:c.- n The 

. 
Emti2M eallcd the habitatious of the liYiDH; 

oC:IrannfaritJ. heca.ufe they arc uHflll but f(lr 
a ilil)n time; wMre.n the tombs of the dead 
they talled eternal man1'iolU,.becatic. th~1 u.. 
to fern: w ((lr ever.'" . 

twelve 
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twelve kings -immediately preceding the reign of Pfammetichul. S:l C T. 
This prince began to reign fix hundred and fixty ye,ars before the '-= ..!!l._ 
Chriftian refa; but tbe labyrinth near Arfinoe was "imitated by 
Da::qalus of Cretc, above twelve centuries before ehrift, in an intri-
c;:~tc edifice, which he erected in that Hland, at the expence of the: 
elder Minos It. This Egyptian monument is referred therefore with 
fome probability to Mendes, the contemporary of Minos; though 
our authority for this fad is weakened by the inconfiCtency of Dio-
dorus, who alfo alligns for the author of this flupendous piece of ar_ 
chitecture, Marus, a prince more ancient than Mendes; and in ano-
ther palfage, even Menes the [uppofed founder of the Egyptian mo-
narchy 1\ The work therefore belongs to that early antiquity which 
produced the holden: txertions of the Egyptians; the fubjllgation of 
the Nile's overflowing tide, the formation of the Jake Meeds; the 
building of Memphis. and the draining by fit channels the marfily 
Delta. The labyrinth which rivalled 'hGfe I.bours, and ~hkh Hero-
dotus prizc& far beyond the Pyramid., confifted of twelve nearly 
contiguous cOUtts, roofed with folid marble, and furroundcd with 
white marble petiftyles. Of thefe twelve court,. fix faced the north; 
and other fi" the fou,h, the gatee of tbe correfponding court • 

• 
were oppofite to each other, and the whole number Wal compre-
hended within one wall of malty /lone. Thi, , quadrangnlar inclo
Cure of courts and galleries, whofe /horteft fide. extend,ed a ftadium 
i~ length, 'comprehended fifteen hundred dwelling< or !wu{e." 
roofed with different kind. of valuable flones, aDd as many fubte,
rancan apartments into which ftrangers were not allowed to enter,. 
becaule they wue the fepulchres of king< and facred erocbdiles". 
But all above g~und was /hewn without {cruple, and appeared 10 

furp.r. the produClions or human art; occationing in the beholder .. 
pJeaflll& ailooiJhrnOllI by the iatricacy of til<: paJfage. from the hoof •• 

• Ditidonu, L i. ~. 42'.' k iOq •. 
• !bid. 1;,96. 
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to the courts, and from one court or one heufe to another, and then 
to elevated porticoes, each of which was afcendcd by ninety l1:ep~'\ 

affording fr~m t.heir open fummits a wide profpeu of furrounding 

fields of marble. 
From hints afForde~ by Straho H and Pliny it [eems improbable 

that the labyrinth was originally deRined for ft:pulchres. It lhoulJ. 
:tppear rather to have been a temple dedicated to the fun, ;;md the 
feat of political fuperftition, founded, as we have teen, chieAy on 

aflronomy. In conformity with this notion, the twelve courts bore 
a reference to the twelve figns of the Zodiac, the houfcs above ~lll1 

below ground dt:l1ott:c.l the two hemiipheres ahove and below the 
h orizon: the ninety fieps by wllich each portico was arccnJed, rc
prefented the quadrant of a gl'C\lt circle j the winding pa{l'ugcs might 
expre[s the intricate revolutions of the planets; and even the number 

of three choufand ,apartments, (fifteen hUOI.lred above and as many 
below ground), Ihould [cern c1early ,connelted with a concJulioll 

of the Egyptian aftronomers, adoprcd, it is faid If by the Greeks, that 
the preceffion of the equinoxes advanced a de'gree.of a great circle in 

the fpace of one hundred years, and therefore required prccifcly 

three thoufantl years to advjlnce thirty degrees, that is a whole lign 
of the zodiac. 

That the labyrinth was fometimes employed for interments we 

" Plin. Nat. H ill , I. xxxI,j. c. 13 . The 
importance of this notiCE: will be iCr.:n pre
fClIlly. 
~ Btl'abo, 1. xxI,ji. p. Ih '. 
,. Cont'. ,Fieill. in PLiton, de Republic. 

I. x, p. 144, and de Legib. 1. i~ p. 803' Ac.
cording to lhe principles in the: text, thz 
~nn\l~ Magnus or Platonic yenr, will be 
ohtained by multiplying three thou(;lnd, ('1-

pl'<:ffillg thc time in whit'h tbc tquiunJe, ad
vanCE OI\C ligll, by lhe numl.>el' twelve, de· 
noting the t ..... elve lign' of the 1;odiac: the 
I)I. tonic yea\' will therefore contOlin thirty 
fl. lilouf:J.lIu f"hi.r ),un,. whi~h number i) 

prccifcly ..... hat it did cOlluin, It i ~ well 
known LIi:,t dle ancic!Ots :J.{Jigned too little 
velocity to tIle preceffion of the equinmcs. 
their real nltJvemenl being :.tbnut fifty fcc('Ilcis 
yearly, ViJ. L'Encydapcd. AI'lic1e Pre
ceman . T hc aftronomical etl'l:.t"ations of 
the L "hyriuth 'lrt hcrc given as conjetJures; 
for the hillory of Egypti:.ln aGronomy be
comes (ert-lin only in the ~ge of T~ Ptole
mles. We lh.dl li:e il, a fubfcqllel\t p;u-t of 
tllis wor!.:, th .... gre,It impro\'cllle!ltl of nf. 
trouomy, gcography, &1;. IlJlder this ieuned 
clynatly. 

have 
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have the authority of antient wTiters. This defiinali.on of it Wi6 

indicatf'd alfo by :I. pyramid two hundred and forty feet high in 
irs neighbourhood '1~ But its C"onncCl:ion with a~roRotny is con~ 

firmed by another monument of the fame kind, and not leIs 

fiupendous, in the nome or <liJlriCt of Thebes j and called the 

tomb of Ofymandyns. T his firuClufc contained al[o, be fides a 

'{cpukhrc, courts and porticot:", fome of them inA-ead of pillars 

{oprorted hy animals tweo ty four feet high, and formed from 
lingle blocks. The tomh itfelf prcrented images of equal dura.Lility, 

being cont'lru(ted with /lones eight cubits long; th-..: roof was azure, 
bcfpanglcu with fiarli; but the co\off .. d tigures of Ofymandyas and of 
the femal es of his family, (urpaOi.:d every thing morl i!dmirable. The 
fiatue of the king, in a fitting poflure, was formed of the ftone called 

pyropxcilos II from the flaming colours with which it blazed. A 
block of peculiar beauty, with om the fmalleft crack or blemifh, h~d 

been carefully fc1eCled for this coloOus, whofe foot exceeded in length 

{even cubits. It deren'cd to be an -emblem of the {un, aDd that it 
really wa~ fuch, appeared from the golden circle with which it was 
encoOlpaffcd, divided into three hundred and fixty five cubits, each 

cubit denoting: a correfpon'ding day of the yeal', and defcribing in its

fculpture the current ;lfpea: of the heavens, and the accompanying 

events on earth, aC,cording to the fanciful predictions of Egyptian 
.afirology IP. 

The trite fubjell of obelilks and pyramids I /hall confider under 
one view, bccaufe the fpecifle difiinCtions between them hayc beeD 

greatly mifb.ken by popular wIit~rs 90. They agree in being quadri

lateral figures, whofe fides point to the four quarters of heaven •. 

" Herodot. ibid. 
., Diorlonn.l. i . e. 47. with Wdrt1inge~'s 

Dote. Cout . Plio. J. xxxv.i, .:. 8. 

p. Il!'}. But Mr. Gihert. Mem. r.le L' Acad. 
,o1. xu. p. "I-l~ denies \1.1(0 :0 bim' that 
Lonour. . 

JII 

SECT. 
II r. 

L_ I 
This con 
firHl~'! I'ythe 
f(, mu of 0(,,· 
llJ,lQdj'<ls. 

111. & IV. 
Pyramids 
anJQbdi{ks. 

a, Oil"joru8, J, i. c . +9, Of all our tra
veJl<!rs, 1'Iw i Lncali a/!!IlC wal t-.c1iel'cd to 
have CeeD tbis monumcnr, V.0Yllge, vol. ij. 

" Among oth(' rs tty Dir.lerot. See L'En~ 
cyclop. ArticJc ,. Egrpdcns." 

<
But 
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SEC T. But the obeUIka are pillar. of granite of. liogle pi..,e, frolll lift,. to 
, III. h d d 
! \ ,.q J one un red and eighty feet high; aD their perpendicular height 

commonlY'nine timet the leDgth of one fide of their baCe. The 
pyramids, on the 'Other band, are enormous edifices of free fionc) (one 
only is mentioned ofbrick."), whore breadth commonly equals the 
length of their fioping fides '\ and always exceeds their perpendicular 

altitude. TIe obelHks remount to immemorial antiquity, and are 
found in every pan of Egypt. The builders of all the principal py_ 
ramids are -mentioned as living a little before or after the Trojan 
war U: and tbefe.monuments" arc confined to a particular dHlriQ:, 

namely thot of Memphis or Memf; to the north welt of which you 
fee the three greater pyramid, I aDd to the {outh about thr«rcore 
(maller onet ,.. The greateR: of aU the pyramids accordiug to Hero
dotus reached eight hundled £eet in height, and con.rained precire1y as 
ma.ny in each fide of its quadra.ngular bare. Our moll: accurate meafure_ 

ment! make the bare 693 Englilh feet broad, and the floping fide. 
the fame number of fee~ IOQg, but difference's in the account are un

avoid.ble · from,. tbe perPetually Jhifling mound. of rand, by which 
the· pyramids are rll'To"l'ded. Thefe huge malT.s Itill bear evident 
marks of the limple GOD.trivance by which they were r.i red. They 

conulled of ~illin& cour(~ of fiooe, gradually ili:ninilbing as they 
rof'C. in elevatioD. ¥gbt tnachio.c~ ~f wood cafily manageable, placed 
On the fir1\: or large~ co~rre, {erved to ~aire the materials nece O"ary 
for oonBruCling the Jecood, and thus fucceffivc!y until the whole 

WAI cOlU,plcted ~'_ In fe~eral of the pyramids .oUt travellers have , 
di(cove~d cbamber.s, ~alleries, an,d fubterraDcous celts ~.; fuch varie-

tie. might 04turally be expelled ,io. {epulehre.. Th. three mor-e 
.enormous ma.(fca were raiCeu after the war of Troy"j and the {jrll: 

~ Herodotw. I. ii. p. 1$6. 
, . Ibid. ). ii . p. 125-
• 1 l~id , l. ii. pa.Bim. . 
.. CQul. Pocodu::". PdTy, Grca.vu. Bnac, 

M.Ii!Iet. &c. ' 

II Hero..loluf. I. i i. (: . 125. 

... Bruce'. 1'r,lVd •• vol. i. r- <for , Conr . 
Hel'Odot. I ii. c. J ~ +- ' 

t) Tl:uu is. 8 . C • • 11-4-t and Cheap's reign 
commenced 117~. b. c. 

and 
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and greate!\ of t'he three' by Cheal'"<, whore tyrannical reign of forty SEC T. 

years commenced Ihortlyafn:r th.t event. This unworthy priDce .. ;:'1. ,,,, 
was the firft native of Egyp~, who" in quitting due reverence for the 
gods and their minifters. at tbe fame time fearlefsly relinquilhed the 
maxims of humanity and jutlice III. Tht-ougb his oppreffive govern-
ment the public profperity, which had long appeared unalterable, 
received a fatal ihock j his unhappy fubjelts '"ere impoverHhed and 
exhaufic:d by incelTant and ufelcfs toils, and particularly in railing 
this gigantic prodigy of ~rcbireaure, ,.v.bich was completed in twenty 
years by the uninterrupted exertions of 400,000 men taikea in fue-
eeffian to the odious work ft. The value of their confumption in 

radilhee, oo\ons, and garlic was engraved in Egyptian chara8.ers on 
.tbe pyramid, and amounted [0 ftxteen hundred talents of filver ,0.. 
,How vall then, ~. tbe hilloria'n, moll have been their .",penditure 
during the fame fpace of time, in food, cloathing, and particoJarly in 
iron implements of labour ""? 

The obelilk. are produllion. Dot lefa 'Wonderful by tbeir difficulty 
,than the pyramids, and far 1II0re refpea-ble in their ufe. , When we 
confider that the ohelilk. confiftod of flngle blotks of granite, fome 

of them an huodred and £fty, and e"C!11 an Iwndred and eighty feet 

high, the Cutceffiy. operation. of bewing tbem unhrolteo from the 
quarrY, of traofportiog them farely to !h. mon dillant part. of the 
country, of adorning the hard ftone with fculpture, often two inches 
deep, and rearing fucb huge pillon into tbe tky witb' • preeife ad. 
jullment or their /ide, to the four wind. Of heaven ~', we 'lhall f .. 1 a 

new intenll in favour of the Egyptian., a •• people wbo j!lu!ltated 
the ut!!lOn oxtent of the hUman powe .. in work. unri ... )led in their 
own kind, and ,.boCe grandeu< i. fcarc.ly Clh'patred in .111 other '" 

" Ccd.. ~ot.. a, it 'Co u: .... ancJ Arif
tot. Politte. ' )0 ti c. f r-. 

" Id: ibid. I:ad P$n..I. n .uL eo .n. 
"', to- . The Egypti.an ~t I!Iice~ tile 
lla~ylmIl.. by "'coty ",u.e; ih~ r ... 

may \eo e£Waated at 4'3.000J. 
... lUrodoe. ibid. 
... See MCflloir de t! Aqd.. an -8ejm<lta 

.poD. 1710, ~ttic. t. ~ Cbt.dle.. ' 
~! PllA.N. H.I.u;ni. c.4. 

:WOLd. <L n. 
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The firft obclifks remount to immemorial antiquity, and might 
ferve for gnomons fd.r more perrea than the natural lhadows of 
trees aDd mountains .e~. They were unfortunately, as we have feen, 
very early proftituted to the purpofes of fuperfUtion . They fre
quently ferved as ornaments to palaces and temples. They might 
fometimes be employed to convey inft:ruCtion to the muhitude on 
moral'<>1 as well ilS phyfical fubjetts; and they contained in their 
hieroglyphics a hinory ambiguous from the nature of the charaCter 
in which ic was written; perhaps hypcrhoJical in itfelf, and certainly 
full of exaggeration, as it was ulually interpreted '<>'1. 

The mofi celebrated of thofe cx.agg:erations is the Egyptian account 
of the reign of Sefoftris, which commenced above fourteen centuries 

before ehrift, and ia faid to have lafied forty years '<>7. This great 
prince appears to have repaired the difallers in EgJlPt, a.ccompauying · 
the emigration of the lfraelitea. At the head of a few of his coun
trymen, enterprizing like himfelf, and of numerous hordes of Ara
bian and Ethiopian Nomadea '01, whom his valour and generali ty 
attrafud to his fen ice, he Qoverran and plundered Leffer Afia nnd 
Syria. tOO, in which territories monuments of his vifrories were fhewll 

after the lapre of a thoufand years "0. Ambitious of every kind of 

H, Illin, ibid. 
,'" This uIeof ohelilks or pillan waI adopt

ed In Greece. See Hitlory of Andent Greece, 
vol. ii. c , 13. Mr, Bruce's noti01l tb;'lt lb, 
graving' on obdifks contained aflronomical 
ohren-ations i.s well founded: but he contra
diCts hillory in con6nblg the ufe of thefe 
gr.lvin#s to al'trollomyonly, Camp, Druce's 
TrAvels, 1/01. j , p. t14. &c, and DiodoTu1, 
), i. c, 56. and Tacitus Annal. I, i,.. c, 6o. 

.:.11 Every thing raid by the_ancients or 
moderns on the {ubjett of obelilks is coJleaed 
Wl a folio volame. lli Origine c:t Ufu Obclif
c:onun au80re Geoq-:io Zcega D:wo. Ro
mil: 1747· 

,., AriQaUe "'Placu SefoR.ri.s many' years 
b::rore Minos. Sec Hiftory of Aucient 

8 

Greece, yol. i. C 1. H erodotus m akes him 
precede by a. century the foundalion of the 
Affyrian cmpirc. u 30 YC<ln B,C. Conf. 
H erodot. I. j, c. 95, I. i i, c. 106, and AriC .. 
tot. Politic. I. viI. c. 10. 

, Oil Diodor. I. i. c. 53. Conf. Herodotus. 
1. ii, C, IIQ.. 

... Herodot us {peaks pofitively as to his 
ibtuel in a ditlritt of Syri .!. J, ii. C. 102. 

anJ 106. 

"0 Hcrodot, ibid. Strabo makes the du
ration of his O:atuu in EthIOpia {our centu_ 
rie' longel', flnce h e fays ... they wen: fhewn 
there In the age of Allgullu5," I. nii. p. 790. 
Both StrabQ and ArrLan rejea hi, fahulous 
UfLedition into l odia., Conf. Arr\ani Indica. 
c, v. and Strabo, 1. n. p.6a6, 

glory, 
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glory, Seroftds overcame the det"p-rooted averlion of tlie Egyptians 

to a rea~faring life. l!e encouraged all the arts, ereCled many tem
ples, fircngthened the fortifications of his kingdom; and after a long 
and fl'l eodid reign, withdrew himfelfby a voluntary death from blind
new and old age, which appeared intolerab1e calamities to a mind foften
ed by a long and fmooth courfe of unvaried profperity u'. On the baftR , 

of theft faas feveral of Wl1ich are well attcfted, the Egyptian priefls 
r:l.i fcd a fabulous fuperfiruc:ture, which magnified the aaiona of 

Sefoflris above the pcetical exploits of Hercules and Bacchus. His 

imaginary trophies were diffufed over India and Scythia i the Ara
bian gulph was navigated with four hundred ihips of war; another 
great fleet c.ommanded the Mediterranean In; and his obelifk.s told, 
a.ccording to the priefhl, of the hundred myriads 01) of warriors whom 

he com.manded, of the ldngs whom he had dragged in triumph. and 
of the annual tributes which he levied from the vanqui1bed and in

flaved ". nations of the ancient world. That Egyptian vanity might 
be flattered in every part of the narrative, the fierce Nomades, whom 

the fame teftimony had affigned IS the inftrumcnts of his viaories, 
were thr~n as i[ were into tbe back ground of the fable, and the 

whole honour i. afcribed folely to Sefoftri. and hi. Egyptian com
panions; aU born on the fame day with himfelf, carefully trained 
with him to martial exercifcs, and of whom feventcen hundred 

accompanied him in the fonieth year of his age, on his great Indian 

expedition "5. But this number, it haa juftly been obferved, implies 

at leatt ten thouf.ad birth. in Egypt on one day; three million fix 
hundred and fifty thouf.nd in one year; and therefore raifes the 

• 

.n Diodor. 1. i. C. s+ "Ceq. Conf. li~· 
rodot. L ii. c. 1.07' "Ceq. 

t" Djodpr. ibid. 
"I '£un, ~';"I. 8trabo. 
Vo4 Tllcitu5 AnQaJ. !l.ii . c. 60. III Taci· 

twit the king" Qam~ j, lthamfu; but Vale .. 
Cau. obferves tae Sefothi. (Se4al}ril) trino
miDis fuit, t,cftc Manctbonc. The Egyptian 

kings, like thc ALryrian, had often different 
nameS at.difFerent periods of their 'feign. 
Scaliger JUI ·Eufeb. Num.51o. 

"1 Dlodof. ihid. H e reports this. but 
cannot well be Coppored tf) have believed it I 
efpccially after wh;l.t he h-ad f.id of the vain 
lies of the :Egyptian pric:lb, 1. i. c . .119. 

I'0puloufnef. 

• I:; 
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PRELlMlNARY SURVEY OF 

populoufnefs of that kingdom to upwards of fixty millioDs of fouls: a 
populoufnefs altogether impoffible in ruch Q. country, and Dot only 

unwarranted, but contraditled by all ancient authority lie, After thia 

remark, it would be trifling with the reader to animadvert on 
Sefollris's wondctous £hip of cedar, four hundred and ninety feet in 

length, covered externally with gold, and on the infide with filver " ,, 

His nautical improvements left at Iea~ no traces behind tnem. We 

hear noting for many following: centuries of Egyptians in the Medi~ 
lcrraOCan! the navigation of the Arabian gulph was thenceforth left 

:0 the nation from whom its J)ame was borrowed; and until the 

dynafty of PfammetichlJs raii'ed up, as we have fe-en, by Greeks, Egypt 
(8 nevc1' mentioned as poifefi'ed of any naval power, or can:ying on, 

by its own £hips, any maritime commerce. 
Having endeavoured as briefl y as poffible Lo defcribe the antiquities 

of a country, whore more authentic hifiory will be related in following 
parts of this work, I !hall conclude the prefetII fubject by examining 
whether the ancient Egyptiani, of whofe ingenuity and intelligence 
fo much bas bee .. faid, were in reality woolly headed Negroes. 
Such· an inference haa been drawn from an extraordinary paerage of 
Herodotut, in which he .alleges their black colour a,nd crifp hair as 
rearoDs for believing that the Colebians inhabiting the eafiero {hore 
of the Black fea, were a oplony from Egypt "' . . It i. remarkable 
that the Iiiftorian himfelf make. ligbt of thefe argument., and con
fiders .u much ftronger poiDts the praClice of circlJqlcifioD GOMmon 

to tbe two nations, and their agr.eement in the fame peculiar mode 
oJ.we ... ing linen u'. Tpe faa appears to be, that the Egyptians 

, , 
,'" Con!. Diodat. 1. i. r. '9. and Jofeplul' 

de 11eU. JuJait-. J ii. e. 16. 
... Diodar. I. i. c: 51. • 
Ifl HcrcwJot. 1. it c. 104. The faltlt COD

elution ha~ been drawn from motiIU1ltat:a, 
PllflictiJarly from the Ethiopian fC;ltllres of 
·the cdtbrated Sphinx. Brute, Denon; and 
otbtr trol'Vdlers. 

, .. 'Ilioid. and c. 105. Their pcc:uliar mode 
of weaving alludes to what the author (:'1" 
I. it. c. !5. thAt other nationli putbcd the 
woo! upwards, tbe Egyptians doWDWlU'd I 

frotn which Juniw de PiaUta Vitt'tllin, I. i. 
c. <t. concll1des thdt the ltgr.ptiu.t wc.rc the 
.6r.ft pcopk who w.ovc fittiui. 
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were a mixed people, that had coalefced into a nation from different 

cans or families, as their CDuntry had grown into a kingdom, from 
different nomes or diftri£ts. Hifiorians, indeed, have fomctimca 
conlidered thefe divilions as nice arrangements of legiflative wifdom; 

yet no two authors arc agreed as to the number of cafis ,,,, or nomes 10" 
or as to the different traues or profcmons refpeClively ex.crcifed in 
them .. Authority, indeed, was not necelfary to induce [he hardy 
mountaineers on either fide the vaHey of the Nile, or even the fee~ 
bIer races inhabiting the IJ?-arlhes which bordered on the Delta, both 

which difhi tls arc' unfit for 1.illage, to betake themfclvesto 3 rafteral 
life. 1n feveral lefs fruitful parts on either bank of the river, :u,; well 
as on the lake Mo:ris, filhing was the hereditary trade, bccaufc it was 
the mon profitable. The ca£\: of railors was introduced and main

tained through the commercial intercourfe on the Nile, ealily navi
gable for upwards of five hundred miles from Syene to the Meditcr .. 

noean, and in the navigation of which the Egyptian mariners were 

accuftomed to avail themfclves of a north wind to fmmaunt lhe 

force of the fiream in returning to Byene. The trading vefft:ls were 
called Baritl} carrying fifty tuns and upwards; they were made of a 

thorny Olrub, and tbe only £hips that from its native materials could 
be conflrulted in a country equally deftitute of wood aad iron In .. 

Herodotus fays that the caft of inflerpreters defcended from Ionians 

and Carians Brll: Cettled in Egypt in the reign of Pfammetichus "J. 
Yet the patriarch Jofeph a thoufand yean before the reign of P[am
metichus, already [poke by an interpreter to his brethren u~ j aDd 

men converfant with different -languages could not fail to turn (0 

account this attainment, in a country which at that .sarly period, 

, .. The Rr1'at aut:horitics. Herodotus and 
Diodorw diller ma,teri1H1' The former, 

-), i. c. 1~ maket feven calls: priens.. fol
dien. gra~ier," {wine-.herds. Mcifu:en. inter
l'l'<ttrJ, failors i meaning WRt~nncu on tile 
Nile .• 

'" Diodorus fays. <l Sdollris diviJcd 
Egypt into thirty-fix nomes," J. i. c. H. 

'"~ H,"codot. Iii. c.96. 
"-' lbid. c_ f f+' _ 
:~ Genets, c. xlii. v.11. 

was 
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PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF . 
was the centre of the great caravan commerce, between Alia and 
Africa, allQ the principal fubdivifions of the latter between Libya. 
and Ethiopia "', A. the Egyptians fubfifilng by agriculture, by far 
{he moil Dumerou~ aDd refpeClahle '1< portion of the community did 

not willingly quit the~r natiyc country t this extended intcrcourfe 
was earric~ on chiefly through Arabian and Ethiopian Nomades ' 1. 

\Vith regard to the inhabitants of Egypt, it was iD. fome mtafure a 
paffivc commerce, that people producing indeed many of the arti ... 
cles exchanged in it, but patiently waiting till other nations pUH.haft.tl 
and tranfported tbem. Through the excellence -of its hu{ba.nJry, 

Egypt fpeedily h.ecan-J-t: the granary of furrounding countries j and 
from the carliea: times, the va.ried labours of its looms "', found 

. ' f thelr way to the markets 0 G.reece~ and even to the coans of the 
Atlantic. In a country originally peopled by different tribes, and 
which afterwards long continued to be the conflux of nations from 
~£ia and Africa, with regard to both of which continents it is fa 
pe~uliarly fituate,- that ancient hiftorians and geographers hefitated 
to wh~h of the two it ought in propriety to be affigned,. we might 
naturallyexpea. to m~t with a wide divedity of inhabitants, too 
.. riouOy wmbioed for dlllilKl claJlification. The extreme" how
evert Il\~y be .fixed on ,one' haud, in the flout. !lubborn, and woolly 
headed .Ethiopian; and OA the otber, in the delicate, flexible, and 
cgeaioua inhabitant of the Delta: a weak, dark race, with long 
Il\llk h.ir~ · r.rembling nearly the natives of kindred alluvion. fornied 

'" GeDdis, c. UIyii. v. 2.;~ 1(00, c. xlv • 
. '4. ExekieJ, ~ xn. v. +. and 9. 
... Hcrodotut,lr s. c. 161). 

~'1 G:tMc.s. lfa~. and Ewael, ubi: f~pra. 
.11 Com.. Scylu Peripf. p. la9. an« Thu-

fydid. 1. j. p. S edit. Fnllcof'ort. Conf. 
Hcro4nt. I. ii. c. H. and [(,".th, c. xix. 
v. 10. the U wc:bc:rlbjhJe''' in Vichadis' 
~Ib -srcu with the COII.j~ from. 

tb'~I'O£ H,cr~t\ls, that the Egyptiarll 
90'0 fluil1l' How could Mr. Bruce In op
'pof.aoa te all authl)rity fay, .1 Solomon 
dc4~ hi. bed with covering. of tapdlry of 
Egypt I Egypt had neither 6U" nOT' .cotton. 
mlUlllfndory. nor even v.'QOl. ~D'. 
coverings, therefore. thf'l~rh 'u ~ them 
!rom EiYPt, were an articlt of Nrtcr with 
India," Tra\'eL voL ' : ~. ul. 

by. 
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by the Indus and the Ganges n,. Bet";een thefe limit, the great 
intermediate hody of the nation t appears to have fluCtuated. a 
nation, that with much to recommend it to the attenti~m of pofierity, 
might have dcfervedly excited a y·et deeper intereft:, had not its im~ 
provement been thenceforward rendered ftati onary, not merely 
through external caufcs that will be explained in the following work, 
but through the difficulti.:s of its hieroglyphical writing and its fupcr-
ftitious abhorrence of innovation. It -has the glory, however., of 
emerging above the ocean of time, as the firll regular monarchy 

dcfcribed ill authentic binory; and lhould the polilhed ~ingdom8 ~f 
Europe ever experience the fad fate that has befallen the far greater 
ea!Tern . continent, when all their nobleA: monuments were faA: 
mouldering to decay, the matcblefs works of the EgyptIans w?uld 
even then furvive, and fUll bear tenimon,. that .civilization had once 
exifted in an ancient worJd. 

SECT. 
1II. 
~ 

Under the fuccefI'ors of Alexander, Syria in its general accepta- Conn~aion.' 
_-I'. of l J. is fur_ tion, became a kingdom more powenul tbgn Egypt, and the proper "y. 

Syria 'contained in it the Hebrew. and Pb«nicians. the two moft 
iuterelling nation. of Alia. According to mv propofed method, I 
!bould proceed, therefore, to the defcription and hiftory of Syria, 
und~r which head the art; and commeree or' Pba:nicia wou.ld defcrvc 
panicular attentioD, as illuftratiDg the Hate, not o'&iy of thc~.t fmall 
d,ifiriCt, but of many grHt. ~O\lDtric8 around ' j~, .during the' fa. cen~ 
tunes which elapred from the .... ign of Ninus tb that of Ndluchad-
nezzar. _ But as the Phttnicians had not any 1hare in the tranfatUoDs 
which immediately follow in the courCe of my narrative, anti as the 
J~i/h hiftory is too well known to he repeated in a work of this" 
nature, I /hJ.1I delay m,! particular furvey of Syria, until the lnva-

.,. Ju1co~·dcicr1bc. 'tlaeingt"lphically. but 
ill·D~.- ~ I ; , 

I~Dt"lI!t litWie 'f1IlglIl 

P.rY'Cla S6f1ibut fbJidtItr¥ dftlftb pfuul!'tla, 
"&. IwcribUJ piac remit incumbeR ttl\e. 

Satyr, 1. n. T. 126. 

Andb<{ol" 
Tcrq lllldo. }! orpi~. nunQ ~ atq'llo 

pufiUo. 
ErtO DI:1l& qtticlm.qtH: afptxit, ridet et odi~ 

T'1°': 
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fion~ and fi l'gCS of l"\cuuchauo(,z'lar natura.lly direEt the Teader' s Cll· 

rio{i,y to th.1t country, pa.rticularly tQ tbe ancient ~reatncrs of Tyre ; 
the filenuous indufiry, bold chtcrprizc) :lod wonderful attainmcn~ .. 

of the Phr.c:: idans. 
In deducing the revolutions of tIle Affyrian empire, v:( 

reached firm hiftoric ground with the reign of Scn.1cherih, v. hor..: 
expedition againlt Judxa and Egypt is hig,hly mcmom1)le botil in 

its circumflances and confeqncoces. Egypt ".:J'i lhcll r;oyeTncJ 
by Sahacm, an Ethiopian 'JO, who had granted his alli,lIlet.: to Urad 
fllOrtly before the remainder of that nation ha.d be ..... n tr .n!pLlI1ted hv 
Shalmanezer into f\.Iedla"'. Jud..lh, howcvu, fiii} confiding ill 

~'gypti ::m aid, reful"cd to furrender its freed om; in confc(ltH:nc..e of 

which r<:fufal, Scnachclib invaded that diftriCl: with a vafl army. 
Having overrun the. country and taken feveral fenced cirice;, he rent 

his lieutenants to chafiife king Hezekiah in Jerufalem, while in per
fon he advanced fouthward and laid fiegc to Pelufium, the key to 
Egypt. No moment could have been chofeo with a. better profpcfr 

of conquering both kingdoms j Judah was then affiiaed with 
epidemic ficknefs u., and the once pro{perous Fgypt had become 

U the fia£r of a broken reed piercing the hand that ieanf'd on it III," 
The NileJ which is the {ourco of llealth as well as wealth to that 
country, having failed in the former year to bring its watery tribute 

from Ethiopia, the canals bad degenerated into peftilent ditches, and 
the tenitory adjacent to the fca. had been converted into a marine 

marlh. 'H. The labour of the hufbandman pcrilhcd for want of refrdh
iog moHlure: famine and dcfpair affailed the filhermcn of the Nile, 
andofthe lake Mceris, and the numerous claiI'es of artizaos 'U crowding 
the indufiriou5 cities of Thebes and 'Memphis. The warlike Sabacus, 

uo HcroJ ctll&, I. ii. c. 131 • 
• ,. Sec above, p.6S. 
. ,. :l Kings. c. xviii. v. :4' and c. SK. 

v. 7. 8. 
.» 2 Kings, c. :lviii. v. :.6. 
~ If.tiah. e. ).ix. 

.'" IfJ.j '(h . c. ),;:0::. In the tranltation of 
Michadi~ before me tltt: "Webulliible" oJ!> 

c(JDfot'IDable to the circurnftanu" "'bleh I 
3.bove~rncntioDcd. that the Grec:l.t ~ove in 
., Ibndmg poRure. whereas the rEgYPliajUI 
fat ,it their work. 

alarmed 
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alarmed br . religtous terrors '~, ,a.bdicated the government; and SEC T. 
Sethos, highpriell: ~f th~ Memphia~ god J'hth~~ l1:~pped into the <-_1_1:.;..- _oJ ... 

vacapt tbrone, w~th juG: Cl;lnning' enoulS~ to ~uai~' power, b1:lt with .. 
out wifdom to exercife it honourably ,or ufeful1y. Hi~ 'u.nfeafo~ablc 
rapacity refumed many lant;Ja ~eld by mi~itary'fe~ice, '~bout t~n acres 
by each family, and thereby offended t~_c ma~tial caft~ or' claDs, at .. 
time W~~fl the zeal 'of this " ':1~}itia .~~. " eifen~~lIy _.requif1~e to the 
pub1i~ fafety 'J' • . Jle W~8! obliged, . therefore, [0 throw himfe,lf into 
bis frontier I1:rongchold of Petufium, . wi.tha mattex r.b61e:rliifed on 
the fpur of the occafion; ~nd confiffing ~i.oi· oftraaefmen' .and 
mechanics. 

Before befieging that key to Egypt"Senacherib had fpent • Ihort Joe.(,'"" 
time in taking Lachia, or LacbHh,:on ~e Cou~rn front'jer of Judza. fummouelf . 

While employed in the w;u- tbere,a. l1~~h.'1'.~ '",~{entto J~rufa' 
lem. Its comm.nden 'proceeded to the?"~li~of:tb~ place, . und~r. 
'Which they were ,met by H-eie~ht8 :~ni.nq~~ , · ' ~l\'~ J~wl!I-~e(e exi 
horted to feod prefent. in token of·,fub.l\\i{lio!>'to thegrea! king, the 
mafter oLnations, againft ~l)orc h~.ity" :~" :pp.~·~r · 'o~~ eat:th 0; in 

,r ." , '" ." ,'" '.' ,.... <. '.,'" .,. 

heaven would •• ail them.:~ •. 'ne.;. dqnjtie" :~~G1!ili~vof _the high 
lIeward, the chief judge, :.nd }he puiilic:rect~!al'i;')ntruted, the . 
AlTyrian ge¥ral.to ceafe. ~pm:'fpeai4~gip .J.:feb~~i' lDdto employ 
their owl' Syrian ,dialef,t,left ibeif difcour(e, 'I'i~!>.t~e 1J~de#l,~ by 
the Jewifh foldie,. on .th,e. '''all~~iit,.Rabfbek~)l., .replie,d .l(\a.loud 
'1oice, and in tbe Jew" : langjJoge. , ~t he, had . :no~,l><;en :feii: 'totbe 

• '" ~, ,'C' 1' .. ·.'·· ... - " r " . 

Icing .only, or />i. minifier~ ~.jt ~th~, .t,\,t¥ :pebRI~ 1# li'rge; ;o de" 
limy .their.ain trilft in a contempublC . princ~, .a:nd · hi, . perfidioua 
cOullfeilOra': . .. . . , . 

T~c: !,~.~'!'~~~idin~ t~ '~~ze~ia~'& ~~r:n.~~d:,- ~~.t .. (11e:~~.~, ; ~~~;~d " TiT.r~~o~r 
the ¥)'!~AI~'lianened · ·tP Itive an K~u~t'OrtJle~ rCUptioD ,tq Sena"; ;~ar:h~ r~tc, 

" . . , . ' , . Ihe fitgc o( 

. R 

. Pelu[ium . . 
n.C· 71 •• . 
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chcrib, W110 ll!l.ving left the neighbourhood of Lachilh, 'hid proceeded 
to attack Libnah or Pdufium .u. Inra th is place Sethos bad thrown 
himfclt~ as we have faid, with an lnconfiderabJi.! and jll compared. 
army j but was encouraged, as he afren ..... ards gave Ollt, to expect de
liverance by a viGen from Phthas , whom the Memphians exalted 
above all gods, and whom the G reeks fadly dcgladed by transferri ng 
to him the name of their own Vulcan, an able artill indeed, but a 

very contemptible and even ridiculous divinity. \ V"c are not inform
ed of any human or divine means u{eu by the priell Sethos, for re
moving the AtTyrian affailants. But Senacherib, we kn ow from 
ScriptUlc, had not Jain long before Pcl~fium, when a rum our reached 

his camp"'\ that totally difconcerted aU his meafures. A prince 
called Tirhakoh in Scripture, Tearcho and Taracho by the Greeks''', 
had during the difallcrs of Egypt, been making great conquefts in 

E.thiopia on both fides o( the Red Sea. Availing himfdf of the cara
van roads, through t~e broad continent of Mrica, he had purfucd 
his vitlorious career to the fuores of the Atlantic, and north\\'lrds to 

thepi.llars of Hercules'4
\ Maay Nomadic nations of Ethiopia and 

Arabia had united under his 'Wide fpruding dominion; and he h<l.d 
already performed mote extenfive and more difficult journies, than 
the march which report now . afcribed to him, of penetrating 
through the defert. which joios the two cultivated regions of Arabia . , 
Sab:£& ·and Omanum U l, and then proceeding from the latter, along 
tl,e .. eftern /hate of the Perfiln gulph, into the rich Babylonian 

plain 4., and to its capi.tal Nineveh t the proud centre of Atryrian 
power. Upon learning this alai"ming piece of intelligence, 8ona

cherib determined to return with all poffible expedition to tbe de-

lie Con!. It:uah~ c, xxnii. v. 8. Hctodot. 
1. i i. c. 1+1 . Jorcph. Antiq.l. z. c. J. 

_ .... lfaiah. c. l[.[xyii. v. 7. 
. "CODf. lfaiah, ibid. and Strabo. L i. 

po 61, "L :lV. p. 6a6. . 

'+> Stn.bo, ibid. 
..., Sec abo,.c. 
044 See :J King', c. zit:. .... 7' JWah 

c". uavii. v. 9 .... k,b .Micbadit nota. I 

f .... 
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fence of poITeffions that formed the fircngth, the ornament, the lich 
kernel of his empire q,. 

In his way homeward, he once more fent Rablhekeh with a lenet 
tQ Hezekiah, expreffing in that boanful pride which is ofrcn a cloak 

to cowardice, " what the kings of AfTyria had done to aU lands, by 
<.lefiroying them utterly '.16:" and a8 if he had been apprized of the 

promifes made to the Jews by the prophet Iraiah 141, afking in a tone 
of contemptuous menace, " Did the gods of the nations deliver thofe 
whom my f ... thers deftroyed; Gozan, Karan, Rezeph, and the chit ... 
dren of Eden who were in Telatrar?" Where is the king of Hamath, 
and the king of Arphad, and the king of the ci.ty of Sephervabn, 
Henah and Ivah 14~ ? Tbe event which terminated Senachcri.b's ex .. 
pedition is related in the following words, " The angel of the Lord 
went forth, and fmote in the camp of the AlT'yrians an hundred and 
fourfcorc and five thouf~nd i" the morning Glewed to the terrified king 
and his attendants, only r hideous heap of carcares ' .. ~. Of the fud .. 
den dellruB:ion of the Affyrians, prophane hinary gives fuch an ae" 
count, as taken in a literal fenfc, wears the appearance of a childiJh 
fable. Herodotus relates, that vaft [warms of field, rats gnawed to 

pieces in one night their bow'firings, .quivers and lhield firaps, and 
thereby leaving his meo defencdefs, fubjeCted Senacherib to a dif
graceful rom' I

" . The dif .. (lrous fate of their enemies, the Egyptians 
.fcribed to the prayers of king Setho., of which they alledged as a 
convjncing proof, the ftatue of that prince jn tbe Memphian temple 
of Vu1can, holding a rat in his hand, and with the following me
morable inf(r~pttont U Let him who beholds me, Jearn piety to We 
god. .,.... Iu the childiilinef. however of this !lory, we iliaU perceiv" 

J·U Thi. rart of hiOory is intelligible only 
Oil the fuppolition that Nlne"eh had the lite. 
which {oo. reafon. dbove giun, I have vtn
tllred to affign ror it. 

' ... lIaiah. c. xu.:vii. v. 12, Il. I+ 
• .. Id. ibid. v. 36. 
· to H erodotus. Iii. c. t 4" 
", Herodot. ibid. Coni. IfaiahJ c, :til:. 

~ Iraiah. e. xxxvii. v. it. 

:01 % Kinjl$, c. til;. V. ,. 
v. ao, aI, .12. 

It • the 

U$ 

S EeT. 
III. 

Agreement 
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~ £ C T. the Arongeft confirmation of the relater's veruity, if we teflea: Ih..-
• 1;" -J among the Egyptians, the rat wlethe hieroglyphic for deftru8:ioD "': 

apd chat Herodotus, aceoAiing to the ptevalent falhOOn of hit time. 
in reiating tbe hiflory of Es1J>t, afctibed !" the lign, Ihe power of 
the thing ligni:6ed "'. By a fAr more {ublime met'rhor, the Jew. re
ferred this flgnal cataftrophe of their enemies to divine agency; by 
whicll they were accu(lomed to explain the bavoc made I>y warriog 
elemente, the hot peftilential fimoum, the fwift dellroying I>laIl 

JSalad2W. 
letter to 
He1.e k.i~h.. 

which, in the Aiiatic as we11 as African deferti, often proves fatal, ia: 
a flngl. night, to nil multitude. of the buman fpedes '''. 

That th. plague,.,.. on thit oeeafion tbe illihument employed by 
tb .• Almigbty for punHhing a \>Iood.thirfty king, derives fame proba. 
bility from the prevalence of the malady at that time in Jerufalem. 
Hezekiah bitafelf appeara to have been attacked by its .. orR ." fymp
toma, and was faved from death by the parti(w1a~ interpofition of 
,rovidence •• for ",hich he returned hi. acknowledgements in tho 
temple on (be thinl djIy • • Of bis ruddm recovery a circum £lance 

.1JO .. gTOei~l witb th, ... clHtoOW/1 natwe "f the plaglU, a fign had 
been given 1'1 bringills·bKlt _,g,.dow teo deg ..... on the dial of 

• 
Abu; cobo>e<oiag which :.tUpnomi .. 1 wond~, Baladan, geoeral of 
.be troopa belongiDg tq Babylon. and alft> hereditary chi# of tho 
Chll/d ..... prieft. '1" ;h. earlicn c"ki1<a!"'" ei aftronomy, aDd com. 

H • • R"m" patti_IT great ,.o6~1,1 ill that kience, lIIight nato rally b • 
• h, <it!< of exp~d to defire-accurate infonnatioa. 'fo gaiB \hi. cod, he fent & 
~h>g of 
lbb,lon. congratulatory letter to Hezekiah on hit reconry>' The letter waa 
a"ol,.f>l>. 'ed • b --r. __ ~.. r. • ..t'." 1."' , oM.... accompam wit ... ~.ent&j ''''''' III JU IUp .... ~. t ... r ."Uma.. 

rion ;. dorded of tile UO\lhlet~, ~ .r.iICIl M,. i .. confcq~_ 
>I' HDt"Opol1., 1. t p. so~ 
'If Sq. a¥nr ' P' 47 . 
114 :r Samuel. c. :ui.,. T. J S ud l~ pre.. 
~~ f' li.. .... I.. fl'or tbe &idloow:;o ~ 
~ Tbennot, ~ ~tIlCC·. Trawl",.pai,Ji.m. 
~icWarl, 'l)t.,.~ po ij. ~. i. f'".~ lUll! 
~ .. t. c. 16.. • 
", S 

~". ~iAgs). Co XL v. ,. au. feq. ~ Jaad. 
tagcd tIl Samaria a few yean b:fore Sena
~r\b" dihfter. Jofephua, I. ix. c. t,.. 
, .111 • KiDg"" c. u.. 't'. U. Ccqr. Di04br. 

L ji., 9- 2f.o \ 
IQ ., 8ennadi.tti'b', 'elate was b'ollbkdr 

Tobit. c. i. y. IS. 

of 
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of the dlf.ner of Sencacherib. Baladan who in civil maUen had 
hitherto held only a dependenr jurifdiltion "' , like many other pridUy 
".«.1. <If whom we bave already fpokeD, a(J"umed the title of king of 
the BabJloniaos, in defiance of an adiou. and difgraced tyrant, from 

whom, about the fame time, tbe Medel, Armenians, and otber grea.t 
nation.e 't'cntured alfo to revolt 1$0. 

SECT. 
III. 

At his rerurn to Nineveh, Senachcrib cou1d not fait to be Pl'()o. Senacherib 

't'okcd at finding the vaoky of the tumour which b~ deceived him. a:c~e;~ 
He was enraged, to madnef. at the rebelliol' of hi. fubjea.: but a 
tyrant after the 10Ca of his army is a fe.pent without irs {\jog. He 
vented however hi. mercilefs rage againfi: the fmaller prey that he was 

niH able to devour, particularly the Jews in Nineveh "'0, whore 
brethren bad occafioncd his misfortune8. But in the lhort fpace of 
fifty five days, be waS Oain by the cODfpiracy of 11i. two elder fon., 
in the temple of bis god Nifroth 1~ 1. Their parricide w.& only ufeful 

to tbe public; for the youngefi brother, EfarhaddoD, at the unanimous 
requeft of the court and country, mounted the vacant throne. 

I 

The charaa .. of Efarhaddon fully juftified tb. general predUec- !r"h'"'d .... 

tion in his f.avonT; His valour and genHOfity·' togerher with the glorious. C 
n:lgn. • • 

vaft tn:.fure. full cOBtained withip the palace of Ninenh, (peedily 1"9--

fuppliec! him w~tb & new army. We are oot i.o(or~td of the means 
which he employed either by war or negbciation for reducing the 
rebelliou8 provinces. But from the moment of hi. elevation we hear 
nothing more of an up!brt monarchy in Babylon, UDder a prieft 
who afpired to be the equal of his king. 

The parrieidal brotbers of Efarhaddon bad fled to ArmeD-ia; and as ai, inn:lioe. 

t'hcYAre raiei to baTe received lands 1&1 from the lcing of that country. of P,uRft llUl. 

*' Tobit. c. i. T. la, 190 ao· 
iii. a Kines, c. S I:I.. T. 56. &t 11, ad MoCe. 

C'lInrrin.. ibid • 
• • .. The great aDd no'hle Afnapper." hit 

ll.'Ulae in Enil. c. iT. \'. 10. 

~ More. Cll(lroa~, ibid. 



SF. C T. 
.III , 
~ 

PREL1MlNARY SURVEY OF 

the reuellious fatrar who had fortified himrdf amidA. tne mou ntainous 
fourccs of t he Euphrates and Araxes '~\ muft already have ' a{fumcd 

the ruyal title. I'or recovering the allegiance of Armenia, und the in

compurably finer province of Media, Efarhaddon tfulled to the re
nown of his arms in profecnting the war in which Affyria was 
already involved with E.gypt and Syria. In the latlcr country, 
l\{fYl'ian garrifons nill kept poifeffi611 of many (houg hold!> j and 
particularly of Azotus or Anldod, which had been one of the five 

capital cities of the Philit1ines '\ and was the principal key of 
Syria towards Egypt. Tarako the great Ethiopian whore Harne had 
been terrible in thofe wcftern countries, was no moff'; and his rclift

lcrs Nomadic followers, with the laCs of their general and paymaO:cl', 

10(1; alfo their union and diJcipline, and fell afunder with a rapidity 

gre,ater than that with which th ey had been affembled. Sdhos reign 

ed in Egypt thrcugh the intcrcll of the priefl:s and the favour of the 
multitude; for his unjuA: treatment of the foldiers was too pro ,oking 
ever to be forgiven by them .~. In this pofiure of affairs, Efarhad
don direCled his arms we'A:'vi;<ard. It fhould {cem that he made a fur_ 
ther and confider~ble ttan'rportation of mutinous Ifraciit t's '~1 j which 

confirms what has been already obferved, that the removal of the 
whole people from their cOUntry had neven been intended by the 
kings of Affyria "", Th~e ,principal Citizen; had been tranfplantcd 

. . 
men who might prove dangerous at home by their intrigues, and 

llfeful abroad by their fleill in arts and adroitnefs in affairs, But the 
fi elds had been H.iIl left to the vine dreff'ers and hufbandmen; many 

of whom now mutinying againft a foreign 'yoke, were forci bly 
dragged in captivity to the Eaft, and m6re iubmiffive peafants from 
the Affyrian territories, particularly Babylon and Cutha fubftitutcd in 

'.... S '!t "hove:. 
,," I Samuel , c. vi. v. 17, 

~"II H'!rodotus, J. ii, C, '+1. 

.~ Ezra. c i\·, V. , . 

~ .. See abO\"c p. 65. 

their 
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their va.cant fields '.'. Judah was next alTailcd hy Efarl-.uMon with 

more dc:dlive {uccers, than had yet attended the AtTyrian :lrnlS in 
that kingd.om. The impious Manafich, who h"d nran~ely dcgcne
rat~ d from ir is f.llhcr. I-lezd .iah, was defeated in hattIe, purfucu, m~H! e 

c:lJ .ti \·c :llllong the thorns, and carried in fetters to Dabylon '1", 

llu t .ad vt.rfi ty (0 greatly improved the charatlcr of this } :: wifll king, 
tl J .. r he became a new man ; and the finccrity of his repentance 

unuer the juft chaflifcmcnt of the Almighty, was followed by t Ile 

pcculi l f favour of Eiarhnddon , who could not fail to Jifcern the 

advautage that mig'lt acme to his EgYlJti .lI1 expedition from placing 

a warlike and aai\le p'ri ncc, bound to him by the higheR: obligations, 

ill the "afT.ll throne of Palxlline. ManaITch was therefore reinflated 

in the kingdom of Judah, and received in addition tha~ of Hrael, 

holJing: both t;\)untri es as homager to the great monarch of Affyri:t, 

anu tranflUitting them in that form, af[er a reign of fifty-five years, 
tn his [on the generous and iII-[ated J ofiah "'. 

Of Efarhaddon's Egyptian expedition, which, according to the 
vulgar efl.ima~ion of merit, murt have been the DobleR exploit in his 
reign, we know only that he facked the ancient dty of Thebes, 
called in Scripture the populous No on; a capital built U by the 
infinite firength of Egypt amI Ethiopia," and celcbrate4 from re
mote IJJ ages for that magnificence which fiill ihines in its ruins " '_ 

Such an event indicates (he deep wounds ou inBitled on Egypt dur
ing the reign of Sethos, in co~[equence of which that kingdom re
mained a prey, for 20 years, to divifions and anarchy until the arifto-

I t, Pridcatu: julUy oh(crvu, tll'at Erarhad-
. don rould not havr done this, if he had not 

been king of Ba!>ylon; but he fo~eu tAlit 
he hlld dl'nieQ Shalru ;lIIe(er [0 he Icing of 
Babylon, thrltlgh til .lt prioce alfo planted 
Samaria with 'BabyJoni:l"'. ~ King •• c.nii . 
Y . 2+ Coof. Old aud New Tdlamellt ton
neltcd. n. i. P. 42. 
~ -t Cllrop,iclcs, c. :luiii. v. II. 

')1 Chronicles, ibid. and Jofcphus Alltiq . 
x. ,.. 

.,. Nahum. c. ui. v.8, wil D. Michaeli,' 
notu. 

')J Homer. Iliad, I. i2. v. ~82;. 

.:. Norden', Voyage .uld Plates, No. 102 

-11 3' incioriv('. 
.:; Jfaiab, i l id. 

cracy 

U7 
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81\ C T. cracy of t ... I,. king. act lef. turhulent than tb.t of the lley. in 
~ .... ___ 1~: __ 1.-.J modem times devo-Ived, a!. we ha.ve explained .above. into tbe fingle 

Hi~ .lim, yet 
nliid govern. 
2il( .. ut. 

hand of Pfammedulnu, 11'. 

The pred.,ory·co\;quell of Egypt only attdls Ef.rbaddon'. power; 
his goodnefs is illuR~cd in hi& behaviour towards the two branches 
of the Hehrews, whetber remaining in their native country, or 
trahfplanted (0 Nineveh a(l.d blher cities of the Eafi. The atone
ment which he made to that nation for the cruehies of Senacberib 
affU111a 00 (mall proof that hi6 general government united lenity with. 
firlIloefs m. It muft have beell conduded with great ability, {inee 

durint; his lMg reign we hear little .of [he troubles of the empire, 
'Whicb began under his rather~ aa.d which :revi,ed with dreadful effea: 

under the.government of hia (on. 
Hi~ «In Nebuchadonofor, for this is the name or title of the fon of Erar-
Nchttehado_ 4 
Mlor-war haddon, was involved in an obu.inate and bloody war with the 
w,tllllt~ Medes. This great natiorr had immemorially fubfified ill many 
M~de~. B.C. 
Ui' diAinC'l and warlike clint, mattered over the fineR; province of Upper 

Afia., each patriarchal cribe Inba.lti,tiJ:(g its populous villabc, 'and for 
the moft part fertile yaUey ~~. The Med.s hao long fent their pro
ponion of troops,and tribQfc to- Nineveh, although a people circum
/lanced 8! tbey ",,,,,,,,,,,,,,lld .be ".fily tempted to withhold thofe 
.contributionlon. et'ety profpe& lor irnput\ity. The mi&fortunes of 
Senacherlb flJ1'tJ1ed • crlfll f.younible, fQr rehellion. . The Mede. 

<'pelled their Alfyrian viceroy, and acictlow~dg.d no au.hority but 
that of-Ibm own jud~ bead. each. of M& r.&.ai,,~ trib<, of whien 

that ~O\'el'll<!d qy Deja ...... lfif\iagUMb;, ira ".lour and Dum

b>n; a ..... ,thelt;Mgc b1lllklf b"'.::-~mi.!le1lC' in "ifdom " . 

D'~ki"' Tbrough,,1re f~~lr'.~pr~tIc'~~·. d ... i1ioo., ~ocea drew 
~ .. tc: tbe <4oII'n!tl. ueoghbourmg d4<>a, -..;bOo '.tilbu"al, and ...... "hOka 

~~ H~~. J. Ii. t. 1 S ~. "'&. ~()~ 
." l'IIbit. ,c..i. 1'. !U, n.. ~ c. i •. ..... .,. 'Herodotus. ,. i. ~,96 • ...c Strabo, 

'to xi.',p. JSO, & req,. 
:" HqOO9t. ib1a. 

king 
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·king oCtlle Medea through his ability in exercifing one () f t h~ rll c a 
1ndifpenfiWe funClions of royal power. \ V c kno w nN by wh:J.\ 

me:lns he' contrived to avoid hon il itics widl E f.u hJ.J don; IHIt ·we are 

informed that rhe flH:celIor of thj~ great · prince ill vaJd M <: dil. de ... 

fcared and flew Dejocel', and f.\ c:k~ d Iris u.pfiart capit.ll of E...:. bat~ lla. 

Phraortef;. the fon of Dejoccs, aauming the' comm~nd 01 the Mcucs, 
became in turn the agrcOor j drov e the AITyrianlt from MeJia, wreO ed 

from them P~r{j8, Ihe proper ~~rfia; and perilhed in an expc(..h[ion 

againfl Nineveh the bulwark of their empire 0100 .. . nut Cyaxar.cs, the 

fon ' of PhrtlOfrehl li ved to n'y-enge the death of.llis father :ind ~rand_ 
hthcr 01\ the effeminate fon af Nchnchodonofor, the lin. t d ryri:m 

kiug of lhe Iw ufc of Niuus. Bdorc the reign of Agratlotus " ',. ~\'ho 
:lffumed the name pf Cyrus, tll<'re. wa; not - aoy. prince in Ariana, 
that i ,~, ,in any of the cOlllltries call of mount Z:lgros, that elluaIs: the 

hinoric f,~me of this illuftrious Merle. To C yaxarcs his countrymen 

{\cknowh:tI ~ed fhemfd ve,s indehted for humani.zing their fNmerly 

jlJ 'lpr~liJ l red armie; into rcgu\;;r bodies of pi kc mcu J ca\'Jlry. and 
ardu::Ts. With [ueh improved infirume(l[s of vid pry, he r::;o::rc.nded 
hi r; dominions northward to the Euxine and the river· Halv5, aflailcrl , 
the heart of Atryria nnw encoll\:palTed with hi.s a.rms"from the eaftcrn 

wall of Media, to the mountainous confines of Ciiicia j and though 

long interrupted in his progrcfS by the Scythian invalion above· men

tioned, refllnled his warfare againft Ninev.eb with frelh ardour. 

ThaI city, ~nd ¢m'pire was. theil goveroed by Sarda.napalus, .a name 

coupled in our fancies with tlle utmaft extravagance of elfeminacy 

aod profligacy. AmidQ lhe firQ tral\f~,i""" IA which lhe indolence 
of this voluptuary ga,ve occafion, we re"d . of an attempt to rime by 
mean. of • JIline th,t /hould extend to ..the' be"'t .of: hia palace, the 
v.~ fnbt.rr.oean ... trafur.8, which his anceUors had colleCled fro.,' 
ihe fpoUs of vanquHhcd eneltlic:. Ill. We nex.t find the revolt of 

Ill> H~ro(IOt. 1. i. C. 102. 

," Strube, J. '1.,': p. rag, 
:¥C)l,. i .. 

,I. H~l'odotw. I. ii. c. IJO. 
u, Ja..iab and Na,\lultl,.paiGm, 

• Nebopo!auar. 

3 1': C 1'. 
HT. 
~ 

J)":o.:'ltcd 
.llI.! fl il n. 
1\. C, (' i ' 

l-l ~ It 'n 
PIli \ " r\c~ 
fl m 11\ 1)(', 
Ji . ~ iI ~r, )\, ;LIt. 
,,'h. II. C . 
til t;) . 

C }',,~ are ~ 
!,' I, L\\~ the 
w;:.r. 

S.II'danap:l.. 
Ius Lc!l t,;: ~ J 
in N'l1 ~· \t h 
-hisnill.)rf· 
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6 E C T. Nobopol.!I'ar .... lhe hereditary chief of the Chaldrean prieRs at 

"'L ___ I~I~_. -.J..J Babylon, and as ruch al(o the hereditary fat rap of that important 

The hiftory 
vi Nebopo. 
1.IIT"r .tnd 
C yautcs. 
the {lime 
wilh th.lt of 
Bddy~ ;tnd 
Arb.u:ei. 

dHiri£t ''', who [eerns to have been encouraged by the carders fotti!h
nefs of Sardanapalu6 to re[ume the royal title which his tather 

• 
Baladan had ufurpec.l, after the difgraceful' defeat of Sco3charib. To 

maintain this independancc, the revolted prien, who is uefcribed as a 

perron of much cunning and dexterity " \ couned the ftieodfhip of 

Cya.xares, and obtained an alliance with that pr.ince, whore ohject, 
ifrue, and incidents, fo pcrfcllly coincide with thofe of the far famed 
confpiracy between Belefys the Babylonian and Arbaces the Mede ''', 
that it is impoffible on a careful compariCon not to rt'gard it as one 
and the (ame tr:mfaCtion "'; a tranfac2ion ever memorable, fince it 

fulfilled the prophecies againft Nineveh, and dcmolHhed a g re~t 

... Euft.b. Chronic. p .• 6. and Synccll. 
Cht·onograpb. p.210. 

,f< During the donlinion of the houfe of 
Ninul over A!J'yria.. the hereditary prieRs vf 
Bil.bylon mainl"ined a fuh<')rdinate royalty in 
tbat cirYI agreeing in J\.,i~ urc, as we !hall fee, 
with the power of the r,.ccrdotal lWQ:;.u in 
Ldrer Alh under the MacedClntan and 
Roman empirn. Couf. Strabo. I. n . 
p. 557 ' Diodoru., I. ii. i.23' and 2 .r.:io~", 
c .lviii. v.2. i 

.. Diodot'\ls. I. it . {, "S, 

.., Dil')()ot'UI, ibid • 

.. A.ccordlng to the received chronology, 
Arbace. aod .Belel,.. deR:ro.Jed SardaOJp2!tt, 
and his capital 820 year~ before Chritl. 
6tTnbo. I. ]('Vi . p. ~37' fp~all. pofitivdy as 
to tbe total aRd 6.nal dellruBion. '" Ninneh 
~~ ",,,,,.;a.~. Hi, authori(y i, {up
ported by tbat of Diodorus. Yet a century 
after thi. fuppofed demolition, the propbet 
NAhum denolUlcel agaioll: Nineveh tbe 
,,"11th of IleaveD. See ~:.tbum. 0. ii. lUId 
c. iij. tbro"ghout, and particularlr c. iii. 
... I . which afcertaios ,the Cbronology. 
Tbere pt·op~ecitl. hvwevcr, con6.m\ Hero
dotu.;" r~port, (a rc~rt the more likely to 

be true. becaufe he wrote a pMtieulJ.r hiftory 
of ArTyr;.!.) .acl.orJing to wJlich Nme\'dl W.t~ 
defirored by CYolures and the MeJcs 606 
yean before Chritl:. Herodnt. I. i . c. 106. 
(.;onf. Tobit, c. xiv. v. 15' and J udith , c. i. 
v. 16. uf Belefys, whofe n ame Uf1l1 p~ the 
pJol,e of NebopoJolffilr. we l:llOw l1othrng. 
PreJea,ur:. in his O ld and New 'l'd LulItnL 
c~e&d. 'Y. i . p. l.. fuppnfe~ him to be 
NAhonafi"ar the 6rll king 01 B,lhylon in Pt().o 
lemY·Hanon: But of Ihi ~ firlt king of B.lo),_ 
Ion (II. bigh prien nloR: prvbably who olfl'etied 
kingly po ..... er), we holve not r,I. fingle p<ll'licu, 
lar in hinory. except dJe zra coilled by Ius 
name, ag~eing wi(h the rear 7~1 before 
ChriR:. Inllead of Cyuares and "chopa.. 
hdrar, iodependant princCl, we find. inderd. 
ill. CtcflaS (lIp .. d OiodQr J. ii. f. 2!l.) Ar
baees. OLnd Btlcfys. revoh.ed fJ.tt'aps. Hut as 
(ueh Ctdiu would nlld lhem reprefcnll!'u In 

the courtly annlls of Pel'fia which hI!' e\)~ 
pied. if the Perii . .uu. 21 is (aid, f1,{ttCTed 
the ir latler kings .!s the lineal and perpetlHl.1 
fu cedI"ors vf the \1f1iverliU.monareh, of Afi~ 
Conf. Daniel, e. is.. and. P'.Hcr.btlot &tit.. 
Perth, . 

capital, 
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capital. and the maft durable empire that ever fubfiCled in the an .. 
cient world. 

In completing the objet\: of his AlTyrian warfare, Cyaxares had 

great difficulties to enccuntet. The art of attacking fortified places 
Watl mil extremely imperfea:. Pfammetichus, ~ing of Egypt, had 
availed himfelf of the diforrlera in the Alfyrian empire for gaining 

Azotlls, the principgJ Affyrian bulwark on the Mediterranean, but 
had difficuhly contlut-red the place after a blockade of twC!'my .. 

nine years "': and 84rrlanapahls, king of Nineveh, though a flave to 
bcafUy appetites, prepared with the fiercenefs alfo of a wild bean to 

defend his polluted oen '''. At the head of a great army he is faid 
to have thrice repelled the invaders. But a fingle defeat reduced 
him to the cowardly ref(dution of {hutting himfelf up within his 
walls; while his forces, fiill more numerous than thofe of the enemy, 
wele committed to his general g",}aiman, for thus the Greeks wrote 
the AOyrian na.me of 8halman ot' Solymll.n 10.. The canal joining , 
the Euphrales and Tigris was died red .0' with the blood of this 

general and his army. But S .. rdanapalu6 am deemed hitnfelf fecure 
in virtue of an ancient propbecy, that the city (bould not be taken 
U until it wae bo!U1e1y affaulted by the river U J .

II In the third year 

of the liege this renigmn was explained; for tbe Euphrates fwollen 

to fury by an uoufual contribution of melted {nows from Armenia, 
deftroyed <I. portioD of tbe wall. two mile. in extent, and Nineveh 
wu reduced U to a pool of water .... ff The ~efrairing tyrant then 
knew all to be 1011:: ret fire to hi. palace, and pbrilhcd in the val1: 
{uneral pUe of hi, empire, with hi, wnmen and, eunuchs, his trinketo 
and trcafurci I~I. 

J&t lfer.Odaru" I. iI. c. '$7 • 
... f>to4oru •• J.lI. f .• , 
I" Id. II! 16. Cont'. N~uml o. t. v, ",. 

with Mlcllaelil" .. otet. 
1t,' Dioder. ibid. 
'JI kr i"'" w,.,,~ 6 Wff-rtf 'p ~Ii ,. ... 1 

p~. Iliodorus, I. ii. f a6. Co51f. Na. 
lunn,~ c. il, v.4. U Th. satel of the riven 

0I:ill be optned, and the pa;Ii'tclI! Quill be die. 
falved,'· 

1M N.hum. c. ii . v. I. ift MlcbaeUI's 
cranflation. Oont: 1:>iOOor . I. iI. f . ~1' 

•• Dlod<!r. ibid . Conf. Nahum. t. ili. 
•. I~ . II In thy ftroill-holdt or palace {h"U 
tho: 6tc devour thee." 

I a Tho 

'3' 
• 8 F. C T, 
Ill, 

'--""-' 
The reeming 
conu'adic
t ; () n ~ f eCOIt. 

died. 
NmCl'('h 
ldl.en by the 
M.des. U C. 
606. 
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The Meues thus became mare decidedly than before, the great do· 

minant nation in the Eaft. But Nebopolatrar their ufeful ally. vIas 
confirmed in the ufurped lcingdoms of BabylooUi j and a8 Cyaxares in 
refentmcm of his father's death before lhe walls of Nineveh, totally 
demoliOlcd that capital '96, Babylon fr'Om a feat of commer..:c, of 

{cienee, and of fllperfiition, grew into a place of arms, the main hul
wark of AfTyrian power "11, The near vicinity of the ol~1 anJ the 

new capital is clearly indicated in a properal of the artful pricll of 
Babylon, immediately after the taking of Nineveh. Defirous, it is 

faid, of approrria~ing the preciou~ metals which he well ku t w would 

be found in the allies of the royal palace, he begged leave (on pretence 
of a vow made: during the dangers of the: liege,) to tranfport the huge 

ruins to the place of his own refidence, and his rcqucfi was 

immediately granted '9' ; a. requert which muO have appeared alto. 

gether extravagant, had Nineveh, inftead of being fituate withill 
fifty miles of Babylon, with a canal of communication between th em 

• 
flood three hundleu miles difiant on the eaftcrn fide of the Tigris 'Q 'J. 

.,. StraM. I. xvi. p. 777, neror~ th is 
tou l demolition. N ineveh had fuhfified (n; 
hunJr~d and Iwenty (ollr )' e~ r, under [hin T 
two kings. from Ninus 10 S:lrd.lU:!p:!lus. 
both i!l.(;lurlVely, T his chronol0It'Y kavu 
n ear!r twenty rears for the reign of each 
L- iap.: tbe ,ommonl y reccived chronology on 
the other hand, makes !lIt cilY alld empire of 
Nineveh to haTt b,ned 131% yean, whieh 
gives the m onfirou, :\VeJ'age of fony one 
}'ears, for Ihe re:it::n of eaeh fuvereign. 

"" Herodotus. 1. i, e. 1,8. Con{. I, i , 
c. f(G • 

.,. Diodoru5, J. ii. f, 18. 
,., It is (.I id in T obit. c. vi. Y. i. .. And 

when Ihey fet Ollt ou their journcy" (that i. 
to go from Nineveh e'.\/\wattl t .... Ecbat;ma 
and R~gf'\) .. they carne in thc eTCning to 
the river Tigris." By::t bend in tbe nYer. 
the mad indeed migh.t rejoin the Tjgri~ but 
the: e .. prellion in T obit is quite natural, if 
" the city (If rllrre' \I.I Y~ jf.luTlley." fiood on · 
the roYill canal, the Noilinnalh , between the: 

3 

Tigris and Ellpllf.lte:s. In thi~ nci:::hbour
hood. X enopbon foun d, two \.\. 111 III it\ ,,1t.'I'

wards, the gre;tl eity Sil a(~. An,\b:I$. I. ii. 
p. 18 1; and lvC5 dercribcs lIe.u ly ill Ih.:. 
f~me 1'0lition,NimroU's T "wer, ;t ~ it i~ c .. lIed, 
one hundred ::tnJ t\Yent y f'l fect high. alld 
one JlUndred in diameter. lc lbnlls !lioe 
1I1ilu \Tell: of B"gdaJ; eonnfis of brid:s 
miJ.ed with reed,; and is on a ll liJe~ fur_ 
l'o\ll\dc:d with ruim; drcumfi3nc(S 3)t recillg: 
well with J)iodol'uS'5 pofition of Niucvc' ], ill 
hi, account uf the eleeiflve batt le, and aJfo 
with the following words of H CnlJut 'ls . 
.. Babylonia is like Egypt, pcrjlel ll .llIy ill_ 
ter fe Bed by canals; the greateR. wbidl is 
o.lvig:tble for yends of a large: lhe. juiu! 
:.an<llbel· river, the: Tigl i ~. on which was 
fiw:!te Nineveh:' I. i. c 95 , The w9rds 
Il.l tur:t tJ y brinK to mind the Nahrnlalb and 
fi:1gd:ld. The u prdlivc:nef! (It H o! rexlotlls', 
fiyle alw:l)'1 fuggdls ,the Dotion which he 
\\iIl1C5 to \.'Onvey. 
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