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and with populous and peaceful cities, proteed by the fanéity of
temples rather than guarded by the firength of walls, Both produc-
tive and commercial induftry had attained a high degree of improve-
ment ; and the mode of carrying on traffic by great caravans con-
du&ed by officers of their own choice, produced that experience in
travelling and that accurate' knowledge of remote countries, which
had a tendency to facilitate the march and fubfiftence of armies.
In this ftate of things well concerted fchemes of ambition were
formed; and the moft afpiring and wilieft uvfurpers found in-
ftruments excellently fitted to their ends, in the fierce Nomadic tribes
amidft the fands of Arabia on one fide and the deferts of Scythia on
the other, who not yet fufficiently powerful or populous to corquer
for themfelves, and only folicitous for flaves and plunder *, were
eafily tempted to fight for more politic allies aiming at permanent
as well as extenfive conqueft %, At the head of his native fubje&s,
reinforced .by many Arab tribes under a chief named in Greek
Arizus*, the Affyrian Ninus thus overrun great part of Afia, and
adopted meafures for holding in fubje@ion many cities and provintes
eaft of the Euphrates”’, flourithing in arts and indufiry, and long
conne&ed in commercial intercourfe with each other ®. Succefsful
in all his undertakings, the conqueror built a city named from him-
felf”, in the valuable ifthmus between the Euphrates and the Tigris ™,
and which attained its utmoRt magnitude in the age of its founder™.
This report is not incredible, for Ninus was accompanied to the
thofen fite of his new capital, by a great oriental army with many
women and many fervants, like Nebuchadnezzar,”who afterwards

 Augoss wau Aafupms. Diodor. L. e 3. ¥ Herodot. L i c. gg.
Conf. Herodot. 1. iv. ¢. 17, % Diodorns, ibid.

® Juftm, 1. i ¢ . well'marks the di- % Diodorus, 1.5, ¢. 11, 8tfibs, 3. xwi,
'ﬁn&ijon. The Nomades contenti vitoria, p.737. ’ i
imperio abftinebunt. Ninus the Affyrian,  * Diodorns, L ih & 3.
on the other hand, Magnitudinem quefite Ema:t wode.  Ibid.  The wordds easinot
dominationis confinua poffeffiong rmiavit.  apply to the enlargement dfan old city.

* Diodorus, l.iis ¢ 1.
entarged
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enlarged Babylon to unrivalleél] greatnefs, and like the Tattar prince
who in the thirteenth century ere@ed a new city contiguous to
Pekin, greatly exceeding London on its prefent extended fcale ™.
The neighbouring firong-holds of Affyria *, not excepting ancient
Babylon, were drained to fupply Nineveh ; habitations were granted
to all foreigners in the fervice, who wifhed to repofe from their
military labours ; in a word, none were excluded from the immuni-
ties of a place deftined at two remote periods, to be the refidence of
the two longeft dynafties that ever reigned in the Eaft, I mgan the
kings of the Houfe ** of Ninus, and the Abaflides, Caliphs of Bagdad.

The diftri&t to which thofe capitals appertained, owed its pre-
eminence to the two rivers by which it is watered and enriched,
not principally by fpontaneous inundation like that of the Nile
in Egypt, but by the more ftubborn means of hydraulic engiges,
and unceafing manual labour®. Both the Euphrates and Tigris
take their rife in the Armenian mountains, the Euphrates being
formed by two main ftreams of which the one holds its tortuous
courfe from the lofty northern declivity pointing to the Euxine,
and the other flows dire@tly from mount Abas, the central and
higheft region in Armenia. The Tigris on the contrary colledts
ts nimerous rills from thofe fouthern defcents whofe fmaller eleva-
tion and ‘warmer afpe& occafion a fpeedier melting of the fnows,
and render the periodical fwellings of that river many weeks earlier
than thofe of the Euphrates™. Of thie two flowing boundaries in-
clofing Babylonia, the Tigris is the more rapid, bas the loftier banks
as well as the deeper bed ; and in winter rolls down the greater body
of water. Its pre-eminence is ftill more vifible after the firft thaws

_ ® Grpmnton’s, Exbally to China, vol.ii. % Henodotus, L 1. c. 1g3.

p. 146 4te ddit * The "Ligris {wells is. March and April :
==mbﬂ-¢mmmm-am the Euphrates ju June and July. Conf.
Diodes. ). i 7 4 Arrian, Exped. Alexand. 1. vd c. 7 and

% Theevprefion fonndsaatlert but i as I‘wu'sﬂmeﬂahcal Diflest. on.Xénophion’s
ancient as Herodotus, 1 i, . 107,
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of {pring ; but as the fealon advances and the [now begins to mels
amongethofe northern and higher mountains which feed the Eu-
phrates, this latter fiream acquires a decided fuperiority . It over-
flows its level banks ; and its dominion over the adjacent country is
confirmed by a circumftance, which, though little noticed by ancient
hiftorians, greatly contributed to that fingular fertility, which, if
any natural advantages could refift Tartar defolation, Perfian anarchy,
and Turkith tyranny, would in all ages have entitled Bab)lonia to
boaft the greateft cities in the world. For more than forty miles
above the fite of Bagdad, and throughout the whole territory fouth-
ward 1o the fea, the plain between the two rivers flopes with fo
gradual a declivity, firlt from the Euphrates to the Tigris, and after-
wards from the Tigris to the Euphrates, that it prefents in the utmoft
perfe&tion two vaft hanging gardens ; with the ineftimable advantage
in that aduft climate of being eafily watered by canals drawn from
the higher to the lower fiream. The whole of Babylonia was im-
memorially interfeGed by thofe artificial channels’, varying in
magnitude from rivers fit to fuftain heavy veflels down to fuch
minute fireamlets as the Greeks drew along their fields for the cul-
ture of millet*”. Not only in the intermediate peninfula, but in
the bordering territory beyond both rivers, the induftry of man had
reclaimed vaft tras of contiguous defert **°, Ten leagues weft of
the Euphrates, there are ftill marks of the great ancient canal, which
had flowed five hundred miles in the fame dire@ion with the parent
river, again to rejoin jt near its wide mouth **',  This advantage on

¥ Strabo, c. xvi. p. 742. The Euphrates
forces a paffage through Taures twelve miles
in length at 2 place called Elegia. The
wonder-loving Pliny is on his own ground,
when he defcribes the battle between the
mountain and theriver. Nat. Hift. 1.v. c. 24.

# Strabo, 1 ix. p. 502. Conf. Herodot,
Li. c. o193 "

» Or rather pannick, a plant of the millet
kind. Xenoph. Anabas, I ii. p. 283.

S

= Travellérs from Aleppo to Baffora

. have long remarked ruins of cities, owing

their exiftence to this artificial fertility.
Della Valle, Ockley, Ives, &c.

™ Niebubr. t.ii. p.323. Other travel
lers make the canal begin at Anbar, half
way between Hit and Babylon, while Edrifi,
p- 197. carries it to Thapfacus, 200 miles
above Hit, and 300 above Babylon.

the
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the Wweftersy fide of the Euphrates, wias balanced on the eaft of the
Tigris,” by Sufis, ot Sufiana, a rich alluvial diftri& like the Delta of
Egypt, and peatly of the fame magnitude. The capital, Sufa, de~
rived its'mame from the variety ‘'of beautiful lilies™* confpicuous
among the alluring* ornaments’ of its river, the flowery Eulzus.
The antiquity of the city is loft amidft the clouds of fable ; and as it
ftood within an hundred miles of the Perfian gulph, and nearly at
the equal diftance of two hundred from Babylon and Ecbatana, its
central fituation helped to perpetuate its profperity through a long
fucceflion of dynafties and empires. According to the Grecian mode
of eftimating fertility, thereturns in Sufiana amounted to an hun-
dred and often two hundred fold **.  Grains of the fineft forts ; dates,
cotton, linen were enumerated among its products; and hiftory
defpaired to reveal the immemorial eftablithment of thofe valuable
manufa&ures in cloth of gold and damafked fteel, for which it has
continued famous to the latcft and worft of times, when alternately
a prey to Perfians from Shiraz and Turks from Baffora'. In a
fublequent part of this work, we fhall be brought back ta Sufis, and
called to defcribe its rivers and geopraphy, when it became the
brilliant fcene of operations between the dexterity of Eumenes and
the energy of Antigonus; two of the ableft but leaft fortunate among
Alexander’s captains. It is enough at prefent to remark, that this
flat alluvial diftri& formed a continuation of the rich Babylonian
plain, throvgh which, in addition to other advantages, there was
the utmoft facility of communication by land and watcr...é- "t

The proper Babylonia bore away the palm of fertility from Egypt
and -even from Sufis “>, In the language of Herodotus and Strabo,

** Stephanus de Urb. in Voc. Sufs, and vol. ii. p. s0. & feq,

Athenzus Deipus L. xif. p. 513. * Herodot. L 1, ¢ 393, and Strabo,

" Btrabo; 1. xv. p. 731, Co XYis Do 743
™ Edrifi, p. 322, & feq. and Otter,
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it reftored with an increafe of an hundred and three huddred " fold,
all the fineft kinds of grain with which it was fown, or, perhaps,
planted. The leaves of wheat and barley were {our fingers broad ;
and Herodotus is unwilling to defcribe the ftalks of millet and {={ame,
left he fhould incur the reproach of exaggeration. The whole
country was adorned with palm trees, which prefented the triple
offerings of bread, honey, and wine’”; fruits were in the fame
feafon fucceeded by new flowers; and the foft warm foil, firongly
impregnated with nitre, required only a fprinkling of water to be
converted, in a few weeks, from an arid wafte into a green
paradife.

In materials for building, Babylonia furpafled all other countries ",
It every where afforded a vifcous clay, fit to be formed into the
hardeft bricks, either when they were baked in the furnace, or
fimply dried in the fun; and the naphtha or bitumen, the firmeft
of all cements, was found, at convenient intervals, from the eaftern
extremity of Sufis to Hit on the Euphrates, cight days journey
above Babylon ', For the timber ufually employed in carpentry,
the Babylonians often fubftituted their native cyprefs without ne-
gle@ing the reeds and ofiers growing profufely on the marfhy banks
of their rivers. But the currents of thofe rivers would bridg them
feafonable fupplies of the moft ferviceable foreft trees from the thick
woods in Armenia.

With men and materials at command, Ninus raifed a city, which
is faid to have been four hundred and eighty ftadia, or forty-eight
miles in compafs'®. 1t was built after the fathion of the greateft

* Colonel Wilfon fays % a crop of eorn  *? Strabo mentions an Oriental poem
in Egypt flill yields on an average fiom celebraung 360 ufes of the palg, I xv.
twenty-five to thirty meaiuces for onej in  p. 748 :
estraordinary years the tand goves a produce ™ Herodot, L. c. 279, 2ud Xenoph.
of fifty for one: inftances have occurred Anabas, 1 in p. 282, ’
where one bundred and fifly times the feed ™ Strabo, 1 xvi. p. 743, Copfl Herodot.
fown has been reaped. Bnuih Expedition ibid.

to Egypty p. 225, ¢ Diodorus, L il c. 3. .
Afiatic
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Afiatic cities to the prefent day, with fi:acious gardens, large refervoirs

of water, and as it {hould feem with feveral wide paftures for.cattle "’
But of the magnitude of Affyrian cities, and of the means by which
their numerous inhabitants were fubfifted at once comfortably and
cheaply, I fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter, when I tome to
treat of Babylon, which, though of the fame circuit with Nineveh,
abont forty-eight Britith miles ""*, was the larger city of the two;
fince Babylon was a regular {quare of twelves miles, whereas Nine-
veh was an oblong, meafuring fifteen miles in length, and only nine
miles in breadth *’. It is fufficient for my prefent purpofe to re-
mark, that the quadrangular form of thofe {ucceflive capitals of Afia,
their precifc agreement in circuit, their ftraight ftreets, and regular
fymmetry, plainly indicate their common origin in the encampments
of vaft armies, which, as we learn from refpetable authority, not
only formed their models in point of architectural arrangement, but
{upplied onc of the chief fources of their populoufnefs ***.

In the fulnefs of years and glory Ninus was fucceeded, or fupplant-
ed, by- his queen Semiramis, a woman whofe boldnefs of fpirit had
already entitled her to fhare the diadem. This martial princefs en-
deavoured to extend her empire by the conqueft of India, an enter-
prize unfortunate, according to Greek hiftorians ', but which, werc
Indian teftimony admiffible **%, fhould feem to have been crowned
with fignal fuccefs. The whole ftory of Semiramis, indeed, is
blended with the extravagance of fable; yet the confenting voice of

"t Jonah. India into execution. Arrian fays that (he

" According to Major Rennell, 10 ftadia
are nearly equal to a Britith mile.  Geogra-
Phy of Herodotus, p. 31.

" Conf, Diod8us, L. ii. ¢. 3 and Herp-
lelﬂ. I. is €0 178-

" Diodos. ibid. .

"8 Etrabo, L. xv. p. 687, fpeaks as if fhe
had died before carrying her defigns againk

died before the objed@ of the expedition was
effe@ed. Arrian Indica.

" The poetry of the Indians, fot they
have vo hiftory, is faid to fpeaify on a va-
ticty of occafions the attention of their au-
cicuit princes to pay a flipulated tribute to
the gicat kings of Affyria. See, Vincent's
Periplus of the Erythrasan 8ca, p. Go.

antiquity
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antiquity long ‘celebrated her remnown, confirmed, it was faid, and
perpetuated by everlafting monuments, extending at wide intervals
over the fineft regions gf the Eaft; valt mounds, lofty obelifks, ftu-
pendous maufoleums and palaces ; more ufeful roads, canals, bridges,
and emporiums.

Ninyas, the fon of Ninus and Semiramis, ftrangely degenerated
from both his parents in point of martial {pirit. His empire, how-
ever, was held together by contrivances that indicate more refine-
ment than is at any future time difcernible in the great monarchies of
the Eaft. While the fovereign refided in his vaft palace amidft beau-
tiful gardens, or rather parks, which the Babylonians called para-
difes "7, great bodies of foldiers encamped in the neighbouring dif-
tricts. They were varioufly armed after the fathion of the refpeQive
provinces from which they came, and which all paid tribute to”
Nineveh ; and they were commanded by generals in whom Ninyas
or bis minifters, who had bound them by good offices, could im-
plicitely confide. When the foldiers, thus appointed and officered,
had performed their annyal fervice of guarding the court and capi-
tal, they were reliecved by new levies belonging to the fame pro-
vinces, which levies at the year’s enid, again made way for a third
draught of military fucceffors. By means of this rotation, the con-
trouling armiy, though uniformly the fame in its mafs, as an inftru-
ment of authority, was changed too often in its parts, to become an
eagine of rebellion; and the fecurity refulting from {o judicious an
eftablifiment, is faid to have been increafed and confirmed by the
minute partition of provincial power ameng fatraps, generals, in-
tendants, and judges "

The policy and military arrangements of Ninyas were adopted,
and faithfully adhered to, for the fpace of four centtries by a line

% ‘The great city Sitace ; valt, popylous, 1.ii,.p.383.

with its beautiful paradifes muft bave fliced  ** Diodorus, I. ii. ¢ 214
near the fice of Nineveh. Xenoph. Anabas,

of
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of feventeen princes "°, whofe mild and pacific reigns leaving no
traces of blood behind them, have efcaped the notice of hiftory.
At the end of that period, Pull, king of Nineveh, and the-eighteenth
fucceffor of Ninyas, aflumed the command of his own armies, and
crofling the Euphrates, levied contributions on Syria. His fon,
Tiglath-Pilefer, conquered Damafcus, a Syrian city of great antiquity
and opulence, flew its king Rezin, and carried the moft diftinguifhed
portion of his fubjets into captivity . During the fame expedi-
tiom, he treated with equal barbarity the Ifraclites beyond Jordan,
confifting of the Rubenites, the Gaddites, and half tribe of Manafleh ;
tearing many of thefe unhappy men from their kindred and country,
and forcibly tranfplanting them to the banks of the Gozan ', now
Ozan a river which rifing in the central parts of Media, forces its
way through the mountains which divide the Medes and Cafpians,
defcends in a full and foaming torrent to the plain of Ghilan, and
through this Jevel province flows majeftically eaftward in a naviga-
ble courfe to the great Cafpian lake ™. Nineteen years after Tiglath-
Pilefer’s defolating expedition, his fon, Shalmanezer, invaded the
territory on this fide Jordan, plundered its cities, and carried with him
into captivity all fuch Ifraclites as were above the condition of mere
peafants, that is, all fueh as were in anywife diftinguifhed by their
rank in life, their fpirit, or their ingenuity. Hofea, who reigned
over Ifrael in Samaria, followed the conqueror in chains to Nineveh,
while the depopulated Samaritan cities * were planted with Affyrian

19 What follows in the text is, indeed,
liable to objeftions. How can it be other-

phus Antig. L ix. c. 13.
#* Qlearius and Hanway. Both travellers,

wife, when ancicnt teltimonies arc irrecon-
cileable? The neticesin Herodotus, Diony~
fius, and Appian; threc moll refpeduble
biftorians, form the bafis of my narrative ;
and Crefias’s accounts are adopted in as far
as they are not inconfiftent with this 1naic
refpe&able authority.
= 3 Kings, ¢ xvi. V. Q.
v#¢ ¢ Chrnocles, ¢, v, v. 26. Coof. Jofe~

VOL, I.

b 3

pafled the Gozan and its cataraéts 180 miles
from the Cafpian.

3 The cities chiefly were depopulated as
containing the defcriptions of perfons above
fpecified. Conf. z Kings, c. xvii. v. 24. and
¢. ¥x1v. v 14, and c. xxxii. v.11, 12, That
the removal of the whole people did not
take place appears from Ezia, . iv. v. 7.
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S‘Elf T. colonies, particularly from the imperial diftri@ of Babylonia .
et Senacherib, who fucceeded to Shalmanezer, purpofed to treat Judah,
Ths wars— a3 his anceftors had done Ifrael, and grafped in his ambitious dreams,
oo bot only all Syria, but alfo Egypt and Ethiopia. In the pro-

fecution of this bold defign, he loft his great army, and thereby
endangered his old hereditary dominion over the Eaft, while he
laboured to extend the recent ufurpations of his family in the Weft.
With the reign of Senacherib, we firlt attain the light of circums
ftantial and concordant biftory. He is the firft king of Affyria
mentioned in Scripture, whofe name is alfo preferved in a Greek
writer **;: and his expeditions againft Judza and Egypt are highly
interefting both for their incidents and for their confequences. But
to explain thefe incidents and confequences in a manner per{picuous
and fatisfatory, it will be neceffary for us, according to the method
which I preferibed, to look back to remoter times, and to acquire,
if poflible, corre& notions of the parties on both fides the Euphrates
engaged in this memorable warfare, The commotions which began
with 8enacherib's dififtesiin Egypt and Paleftine, terminated in the
demolition of the’ gmﬁt N’M :tlid the eftablithment of a new
empirein the fiifl grisiede Pabylad) whofe dominion, though con-
fined By the Medes bﬁ' th "*"’em -Sxtended ‘towards the fouth and
wzeﬂva%ér what Wm t0'be the fdiuré fegion of Saracen or
Adablan ﬁﬁw;‘?—“ B efelting! 'tiis Yewlition, foarcely lefs memo-
J'ible“themme; the Macedoitin or the Mahommedan eonqueft,
mnj§W1ﬁe invafions were made; many bloody battles were
Fought, 'atid inany obiffinate fieges were patiently endured on one
fidé, and perfevexingly profecutéd en the other. But knowing by
name only, the a&ors in thale perturbed fcenes, their exploits, how-
everimportant in themfelves, plide over the fancy like the thadow
of a dull dream. To remedy this evil, too often experienced by

™ Jofephus Antig. X, 9. = Conf, 2 Kings, ¢. xviii, and Hevodopos; Lk g 141,
ftudents



ALEXANDER’S CONQUESTS.

fiudents in ancient hiftory, we muft diret onr attention to arts,
manners, and inftitutions, and thofe concomitant labours of peace
which furnithed the materials of warfare, and which prefented tempt-
ing obje@s of ambition, at an interval of {ix centuries, to the arms firft
of a Ninus, and then of a Nebuchadnezzar.

In the fcience of political ceconomy, few queftions can be fafely ex-
atnined apart, fo intimately conneted aré even its minuteft branches.
But in attempting either to eflimate the acual condition of nations,
or to afcertain the means likelieft to promote their future improve-
ment and fecurity, there is not any one obje@. more important than
their ordinary commercial intercourfe. Compared in efficacy with

this, even their firenuous exertions in war which many good mo-

ralifts “ have deemed neceflary for {harpening the faculties of man,
and thereby exalting his characer, greatly fink in our regard, and
lofe the credit of occafional or contingent benefits, which but ill
compenfate their inherent and inevitable mifchief. From war, that
harfh mother of arts, much doubtlefs has been learned, and a judici-
ous narrative of wars cannot fail to unite’ many fcattered rays of
information, not more gratifying to 4 liberal ctsiofity, than efiential
to the juft apprehenfion, and thercfare;1o the- rightunanagement of
national concerns, Yet commerce;opets " fource of. infru@ion
ftill more fruitful, efpecially when diftant countries, inftead of com-
municating feebly by their #bores, were deeply penctrated by cara-
vans from each other.; and when their tran&ftiqim’. being . ;husfcai‘-
ried on in common, by, vaft crowds ™, lay more obyious to nofice,
and offered materials for hiftory equally importapt and eirgumﬂaﬁtial;
In this difcuflion, we fhall fee the foundations of Afiatic opulencs

8 xS wempoiporor 0 705 moheues w avfprais  Leon. Takica,'$. 809.

woyndbes. Xenoph. Hellen. L vi. p. 591, *9 The trovps of Tema and Sheba, or
The military philofopher, Xenophon, thus Saba, are renowned in that facred poetry
thought war fated By the gods: under the eneval with, or preceding the moft ancient
lower Greek empire, the philofophical em- hiftory. Job, ¢ vi. v.1p. Conf. Btrabo,
perar Leo An. Dom, goo ppbraids the Sarg- L xvi. p. 781,
et for holdiag 2 fimilyr do@rine, | Vid~.
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at the =ra of the firft great monarchy; we fhall difcover the caules
of that abundance, not only of neceflaries, but of precious and far
ferched luxuries, which Ninus is faid to have met with in many of
his eaftern conquefts ; we fhall difcern how the keen defire of fo-
reign commoditics occafioned wonderful afliduity in the manufaéture
of domeftic produce; and we fhall perceive that thofe countiies,
which, through the effe& of | good management, operating on a foil
naturally fertile, were beft provided with food, and moft enriched
with objects of real conveniency and ufe, found no difficulty in pro-
curirg the fpice of India, the perfumes of Arabia, the amber of
Pruflia, the yold of Ethiopia, the filver of Spain, and the tin of
Britain, Thefe fix great articles, which either the general confent
of mankind or the wants peculiar to particular times and places
rendered obje&@s of general demand, were, according to the uniform
teftimony of antiquity, produced moft perfectly and moft abun.dantly
at the fartheft extremities of the commercial world **; chey were
ftored up, however, in greateft plenty in places near to its centre,
and employed or, confumed with moft profufion in Egypt and
Babylonia ". ;

That fome kinds of fpice, swhich grow only in the Eaft Indies,
were uled in Egypt fifteen centuries before Chrift, appears from the
cinnamon and caffia*® mixed in the holy oil, that was prepared by
the Ifraclites foon after their delivery from Egyptian bondage. It
is alfp well known that Adel and Yemen, two parallel diftri@s on
theweftern and eaftern fides of the Arabian ‘gulph, early availed
themfelves of the precious metals procured for their drugs, dyes,
above all for their frankincenfe, to purchafe fuch quantities of Indian
fpices, that the citigg near the entrance of the Red Sea were deemed
principal emporia ** of articles indifpenfable a5 antifeptics wherever
the earth is deluged by periodic rains, inundated by great rivers,

©% Herodot. 1 iil. ¢, 106, and 114, » Exodus, c.xxx. v. 23, and 24.
b ldr 10 il md ii- Paﬁmo :’. Slmbﬂ, I, x?in P 778.

and
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with irrigation. It is impoffible to determine when this maritime ey

traffic began, but eafier to conjcéture by whom it was carried on.
From the earlieft accounts of Hindoftan, its natives appear to have
religioufly abhorred even a temporary removal from their country ;
neither curiofity nor intereft could tempt them cn remote voyages.
But very different maxims prevailed among the Sabzans ™, a people
inhabiting both fides of the Red Sea, and from whom, as we have
above thewn, the cntcr[;riﬁng Phcenicians were defcended. It may
be prefumed, therefore, that the Sabazans were the chief agents in
a trade peculiarly lucrative to themfelves, becaufe the fpices which
they imported were eflfentially neceflary to many nations around
them. But does the firft tranfient notice of fpice as an article of
commerce, warrant the opinion that it was obtained folely or
chiefly by fea feventeen centuries before the Chriftian ra? At this
early date, Jofei)h’s brethren, as is well known, were decided as to
the mode of exercifing their unnatural barbarity, by the appearance
of an Arabian caravan, * with their camels from Gilead, bearing
fpicery and balm and myrrh, and going to carry them down into
Egypt*.” The balm, as well as the myrrh or ladanum, were
producions from the neighbourhood of Gilead, a mountainous
region inclofing the north=weftern diftri&s of Paleftine, fince branches
of Gilead extended to the Anti-Libanus . But the {picery named
firft, as the main article, was never {uppofed to gmin Paleftine,
or in Syria, or in any part of Afia on this fides the Tndus. By
what means then had it come to Gilead, fo as to be brought
down from thence into Egypt? The {lightelt attention 'to' geo-
graphy. will {hew that it could not have been -tranfported from
the above-mentioned diftrits of Adel or Yemen, fince. on that

152 Thefe are Homer’s well initiated W Genefls, c. xxxvii. v. 21, 25.
Ethiopians inhabiting the extrenuties of the ™ Galaad Montibus Libani copulatus.
world. Odyfl. 1.i. v.25. Conf. Herodot. Hieronym. in Ezekiel, L. vii. c. 18.

L. i c. 1. and Strabe, L i p. 35, .
fuppofition,
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SECT. {uppofition, the Ifhmaelites or travelling Arabs who conveyed it, muft
o have purfued a route extravagantly circuitous’, Had they come

from Adel or Yemen, their dire& road to Thebes or Memphis, and
other great Egyptian cities, where the fpices were to be confumed,
lay on the weft fide of the Arabian gulph, and led through Axum,
Meroe, and other Ethiopian ftations or ftaples which will prefently
be defcribed ; not to mention that an article which had found its
way to Adel or Yemen by fhipping, would naturally have been for-
warded to Egypt by the fame cheap mode of conveyance. It thould
{feem, therefore, that the fpices tranfported thither from Gilead,
{eventeen centuries before the Chriftian zra, bear teftimony to an
extenfive communication through Afia at that early period ¥. 'The
ufeful intercourfe of nations had taken even a wider range: the Indo-
Scythians extended it to many regions beyond the Indus 7; and the
Pheenicians traded with their tempting trinkets to thofe coafts of
Europe ** where filver, tin, or amber could be obtained in exchange,
But the operations of domeftic induftry and foreign traflic, appcar
never to have been carried on with more aQivity than during the
four centuries and a half that elapfed from the warlike Ninus to the
rapacious Pull, During that long period, a peaceful fucceflion of
eighteen kings of Nineveh allowed a free and uninterrupted inter-
courfe through the Eaftern world, fo that the reigns of thofe princes

Al

5 Mr. Bruce feems aware of this difSculty
when he fays, ¢ Feor reafons not known to
us the Ifrdaeltes went and compleated their
cargoes at Gilead.” Bruce’s Travels, vol. v.
P 19 'H¢ maintains, however, the of inion
combatsd in the text, but on no folid grouady
for his illnfon concemiqg the valt extent of”
the maritime eommerce bétweenr Evhiopia
and India at this early peripd is difpelled by
a decifive paflage of Strabo, i p. 115,
proving that even under the Prolemies, when
navigation had attained much comparative
proficiency, the maritime traffic in fpices

bore & fmall proportion to the inland. Conf.

Strabo ubi fupra, and Bruee’s Trayels to
difcover the foarce of thp Nile, vol.i, p. 373.
and vol.v. p g, Quarte Edit,

¥ In Afiica and parts of America fas
ruder than Afin in the age of Jofeph, vecels
bty produces and mdintaing very extenfivg
eommercial commaunizations. See Hearne's
journey, undertaken byorder of the Hudfon’s
Bay Company 1369, Conf. African Res
fearches, and Mungo Paik’s Travels.

Y Blian Hift, Anim. Llv. c.6. and
Prolem. Geograph, 1.1, c. 11, Canf. By
ftath. ad Dionyfl. Perceget. v. 1086

8 Herodots Lda ga ts

whom
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whom hiftorians, too fond of war and bloodfhed, have degraded
into {luggards and voluptuar'es, are precifely the worthieft of
commendation in the whole endlefs feries of Oriental dynafties .
Among the principal emporia or ftaples linked together in this
commercial chain, we fhall find a great uniforinity of inftitutions
and manners. The trading cities in Egypt appear to have been the
firft that were united under ene government, and that many cen-
turies before the reign of Ninus in Affyria. This antiquity of their
monarchy the Egyptians owed not intirely to their fuperior civiliza-
tion, but rather to the nature of their country, (the alluvions and
valley of the Nile,) which, by its definite boundaries, had a tendency
to fall under one fovereign power. To this ftate it appears to have
been reduced when Abram, by command of the Almighty having
removed from Ur of the Chaldees to Sichem in the diflrit after-
wards called Samaria, was driven by a famine in that neighbourhood
with his houfehold and wife Sarai into Mifraim, or Egypt, a king~
dom already noted for fertility in grain. The few circumftances
revealed to us', are fraught with information. Egypt is governed
by a fovercign of the common name of Pharoah, a title of pre-
eminence like that of Cefar or Sultan, diftinguithing the mafter
of a populous and central kingdom from the petty princes around
him, his roving fatellites in the Syrian and Libyan deferts. As
effentials of grandeur, Pharoah had his palace and his haram with a.
fplendid crowd of courtiers, eager to rife'in place by apticipating his
commands, and pampering his appetites. Abram being apprehenfive
that the  fairnefs of Sarai, a native of northern Mefopotamia or
Armenia, might provoke the licentious defires of the Egyptians, and
expofe himfelf to danger, concerted with his wife, that the fhould
be defcribed as his fifter. But this device, contrived to fave the life
of Abram, had a tendency the more to expofe the perfon of Sarai to
w 'This will appear hereafter in ex- and Weit,
amining the eommerce of Tyre; a city 2 Genefisy ¢, xii

once concentrating the purfuits of the Eaft d’f’gr
11gTaCts

p, 3
SECT.
f-———-v:—--!

Egyptian
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difgrace. The nobles of Pharoah recommended her to their fove-
reign ; fhe was received into the haram; and her {fuppofed brother
was, on her account, enriched with cattle and fervants, if not mag-
nificent gifts for a great king to beftow, yet moft ufeful prefents for
a paftoral patriarch to receive, It would be to rob of jufl praife a
prince difcreet, even in his defpoti{fm, not to add that Pharoah, when
he difcovered the beautiful Chaldzan to be Abram’s wife, reftorcd
her, with a kind reproof to her hufband *, and then difmifled both
of them in fafety with their attendants and effects.

The condition of Egypt, as united under onc king in the time of
Abram, thraows back to a very remnote antiquity the tranfadtions of
the Egyptians before this union, when, according to Greek hifto-
rians, Elephantina, Thebes, Memphis, and other great cities were
governed apart, and only connected with each other in commercial
intercourfe. According to the priefls, indeed, in feveral of thofe
cities, innumerable centuries were afligned to the dominion of
the gods **, for, in the name of the gods whom they refpe&ively
worfhipped, various families of priefts exercifed a jurifdi€tion
revered by their fubjeCs as a real theocracy, analogous to the
theocracies ** of Greece copioufly defcribed in my hiftory of that
country. But fpecific localities gave to the facerdotal families in
Egypt and Babylonia a firmer hold of the mind, and an authority
more extenfive and more durable, than the fame defcriptions of men
ever enjoyed in Greece, or in any other confpicuous country of anti-
quity. An important paffage of Ifocrates, hitherto unnoticed by
writers on this fubjeét, affords the beft key for unlocking the con-
cealments of Babylonian-and Egyptian policy. In a difcourfe fraught
with manly fenfe, flowing in a vein of the pureft Atticifm, it is the
remark of Ifocrates, that while the Athenians fubmitted to the natu-

¢ Why fuidft thou the is my fiter; fo I v. 18. and 19,

might have taken her 1o me to wife,” or “ Herodot, 1. ii. Diodor, 1.j. paflim.

better,  have brought it inte my thonghts  ** Hit. of Ancient Greece, voli. c 2.
to take her.”” See Michaelis, Genefis, c. xii.  throughout.

7 ral
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ral and ufeful authority of the Areopagus, * their religious ceremo-
nies were conducted with order and propriety, on which account
the influences of the heavens operated without confufion and without
terror, uniformly favourable to the labouring of the ground, and the
reaping of its fruits . In Egyptand Babylonia, the produ@ions of
the earth depended, as elfewhere, on the influences of the Heavens,
but depended on them there, in a manner more vifible and more
firiking, than in any other country that belongs to the fubje& of
ancient hiftory. When the hand of the Almighty operates {lowly
and with unvaried regularity, his altions are apt to pafs unregarded,
though then really the moft fublime. But the fudden inundations of
the Nile and Euphrates, difpenfing alternately the greatelt benefits
and the greateft milchiefs, are phxznomena which no indifference
can overlook, and which no ftupidity can difregard. Gaeat, but
without fuch greatnefs as is too vaft for comprehenfion, with fuffi-
cient conftancy to excite expectation, and yet with a degree of ia-
ftability productive of anxiety and deep intereft, thofe palpable and
rapid changes on the face of nature could not fail to excite attention,
even in the rudeft minds, to the caufes concerned in fuch extraordi-
nary and momentous effeéts. But thefe important changes in the
lower world are vifibly conne&ed with the viciffitudes of the {eafons,
and the revolutions of the heavenly luminaries, which luminaries
were on this account early exalted into gods, with various families of
priefts for their vicegerents and minifters. In Ancient Egypt all
profeflions were hereditary, as they flill are in India; and in the
former country, the facerdotal caft had immemorially acquired fuch
pre-eminence ' in knowledge above the other cafts or races, whether
fhepherds, hufbandmen, artificers, or foldiers, that attainments in-
capable of being meafured, were thereforc deemed boundlefs. The
Foyptian priefts had afcertained the fun’s annual courfe ***; their year
 Ifocrates Areopagit. and my Tranflation 4% Strabo, 1. xvit p, 787,
of Lyfias and Ifocrates, p. 4~5. and feq. 8 Exodus, €. at V. 2. XXitie 16, XxXive 23.
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SECT. was fidereal, and regulated by Sirtus *’ the brighteft ftar of. heaven ;
and they were expert at calculating eclipfes of the moon, which,
from their power to foretel them, they were believed able to pro-
duce. 'The word in our Bibles rendered ¢ Wizzard " literally and

IT.
P

Egyptian
priclts—their
attainments.

properly denotes a darkener of the moon.

Can it then be matter of

furprife, that thofe thould be thought to hold much confidential intel-
ligence with heavenly powers, who could not only predié but con-
troul their operations, and at will heighten their {plendour or deepen
their obfcurity ? Accordingly we find that facerdotal families both in
Egypt and Babylonia, had reared a fancied theocracy to be adminif-
tered by themfelves, on the foundations of real knowledge in afiro-
nomy, and of thofe imaginary fupernatural fciences unalterably con-

ne&ted with it in the Eaft ',

But the widening iphere of their a&ivity ; I fpeak particularly of
the priefts of Egypt, extended itfelf to all thofe occupations and pur-
fuits moft conducive to the improvement of fociety. They were not

only converfant with the celeftial

motions, regulating the rife and

inundations of the Nile; they were not only aftronomers and feers,
but geographers, éngineers, architetts, and phyficians, dire@ors of
great undertakings in agriculture, and proteQors through the fanQity
of their temples, of that extended commerce which as the hiftory of
all ages attefts, neceflity will often produce and maintain among re-

1 The theory of Sirius was particolarly
connedted with their rural year, as will be
fhewn hergafter. Puolemy has preferved an
obfervation of the heliacal rifing of Sirus on
the 4th dry after the fummer folflice which
makes the obfervation remount to the 2z50th
year befere the Chriftian #ra, Petavii Ura-
nolog. Conf, Strabe, 1. zvil, p. 8o and
Andtor, Metaphys. i 3. &, 1. p. £ob.

M Deuterunumy, G« Xviile V. 10.

14 The text will be illaftrated by the fol-
lowing tucident. When Mr. Bruce arrived
at Chendi, near the ancieat Meroe, which
will be fpoken of pretently, he found the
people  much alarmed at 2 phznomenon,

which though it occurs every four years, had
by fome flrange inadvertency, never been
abferved even in thisferene fky. The planet
Vends appeared fhining with an undimimifh-
ed light all day. 'The people flocked to me
from all quarters to know what it meant,
and when they faw my telefcopes and qua-
drant, could not be perfuaded but that the
ftar had become vifible by fome correfpon-
dence and intelligence with me, and for my
ufe.” Bruce’s Travels, v. iv, p. §31. I
China, where opinions are as ynalterable ag
in Ethiopsay, the predi@ion of Edipfes il
continues to be a powerful engine of govern.
ment.  Staunton’s Embafly, v. ii. p. 9.

mote
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mote and barbarous nations'*.

Egypt paffed from the jurifdi@tion of Gods to that of men'
priefts did not lofe their prerogatives: they were amply endowed
with lands'": they were perpetual and indifpenfable counlellors to the
king "*; even the extraordinary merit of Jofeph muft derive luftre
from his marridge into the family of Potipherah“** prieft of On or
Heliopolis ; they filled the places of governorg and generals as well as
thofe of minifters and judges ; in one word, they continued to per-
form the fame fun&ions under earthly fovereigns chofen from their
own body, which they had formerly exercifed in the name of their
heavenly prote&ors '*, _

Concerning the origin of the facred families which a&ed this im-
portant part, there is fo little hiftorical information, that in the enquiry
from whence they came, I fhall neither entangle myfelf, nor have
the prefumption to detain my readers, The priefts of Babylonia are
traced with little thow of realon to the Chaldzans or Chalybians, of
whom we have above fpoken; and the priefts of Egypt have with
{mall probability been derived from Abyflinian Troglodites ; a peo-
ple, as it fhould feem, that muft have been unalterably condemned
by the baneful qualities of their foil and climate, to the fame condi-
tion of wandering barbarity, in which they are attually found™.
But though the primitive flock of thofe venerated priefts be un-
known, hiftory makes us acquainted with feveral of their branches
or brethren, who preferved, as will be fhewn, their hereditary

chara@eriftics,” down to the bright age of Ptolemy Philadelphus. sgﬂ} 2’

‘0 Herodot. 1. iv. ¢. 154 to ¢. 200, Comp.
Mungo Park’s Travels, African Refearches,
and Samuel Hearne’s Journey with North
American Indians, &c. to northern ocean,
gnne. 1769—1792, both inclufive.

51 Herodot. 1. il. €. 743 & 145.
. # Genefis, ¢ xlvit. v, 232.

W Erxodus. ¢. xi%. v. 6. Conf. Diodorus,

1.4, < 29. iii. c. 6. and Btrabo, L i, p. 24

L

“ Genefis, ¢ sli. v. 45

U5 gt wegs pwr Asyvrrros wds tfig Coamidum gupic
figeerinn; mpr, &e.  Plato in Politic. p. 550.
Edic, Ficini. He adds, that a king not be-
longing to thefacerdotal caft, was a king by
foree only, not right 3 aftrong proofof what
is called in foripture, *“ the prerogatives of
priefts,” Exodus, c. xix. v. 6.

% Broce’s Travels, vol. iv. p. 388,

2 The
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The fandy ocean of Africa, contained many ancient wonders in its
vaft bofom, of which the greateft was Meroe, a broad ifland, come
pared in form to a fhield"’, between the. thirteenth and eighteenth
degrees of north latitude, wathed on its eaftern and weftern fides re~
fpeQively, by the Aftaboras and the Nile ™", Its capital, called allo
Meroe, ftood near the fite of the modern Chendi ***, was immemo-
rially a great city'”, and fo anciently connetted with Thebes in
Egypt, that the citizens of thofe places conjunétly ', each of which
was then governed by its own magiftrates, built the far famed temple
of Jupiter Hammon, on a rich fpeck of the leopards fkin **, ten days
journey north weft of Thebes, and now clearly proved to be the
Oafis of Siwah ', The Aftaboras, now Takazzé, wathing Meroe
on the eaft is periodically joined by a ftill more eaftern ftream
flowing from Tigré in Abyflinia, and called Mareb “ the obfcure,”
becaufe it hides itfelf one part of the year in the fands, afterwards
emerging in the rainy feafon to join the Takazzé". The Nile enclof~
ing Meroe on the weft, is in like manner joined fourfcore miles fouth
of Chendi by the Aftapus, a more weftern river, which flows from
remote and unknown fources far to the fouth weft of Abyflinia, and
which as it is very deep, and prelerves during the whole year an un-
diminifhed ftream, deferves to be regarded as furpaffing the Abyflinian
Nile, both in the mafs of its waters, and the length of ire courfe *’. Of
this river Aftapus '“, the main component part of the Egyptian Nile,
none of the inquifitive antients were able to difcover the foyrce, and
it has ftill concealed its head from the curiofity of the moderns '*,

“1 Diodorns, 1. is ¢. 33. nel’s Geography of Herodotus, p. 437.

¥ Bruce’s Travels, v. iv. p. 539. Conf,  '® The AfRapus is called the White river ;
Plin. Nat. Hit. 1, v. c. 9. the Abyflinian Nile is called the blue river

“ Bruce, ibid. Conf, Strabo, I ii.p. 133, from the comparative clearnefs of its waters.
and 1. xvii. p. 790. Bruce, vol. iv. p. 516 & 539.

1% Herodotus, L. ii. c. 2g. “? The Abyfinian fources of the Nile,

% Id. Ll c 424 which Mr. Bruce boalts of as his difcovery,

“* Eowwe sroglaus. Strabo, 1.ii. p, 130. have been deferibed by modern miflionaries ;
' Rennel's Geography of Herodotus, ~ they were known to the Greeks as will be

p- 577 & feq. feen hereafter, in the age of the Ptolomies:
% Bruce, v, iv. p. §39. and even in that of Herddotus. Vid. L {i
** Qonf, Bruce, v. iv, p. 516, and Ren- c. 30, 31.

5 Engompaffed
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Encompafled by watery boundaries fo interefting in hiftory, SECT.
Meroé was celebrated for its profulion of precious metals, and of _...II,...._,°
gems ftill more precious™. It abounded beyond all countries in fﬁ:ﬁ:‘m‘;‘“
ebony; and with this valuable wood, it abounds to-the prefent, ;“!‘1 E“Gimt
day**. In the flourithing age of the Echiopians, it is faid to have plendott:
been defended by upwards of two hundred thoufand foldiers, and
cnriched by double that number of induftrious artizans™ . But the
circumftance efpecially deferving regard is, that it remained a
theocracy or faccrdotal government down to the learned age of
Piolemy Philadelphus, when king Ergamenes of Meroé, who had
imbibed enough of Greek philofophy to liberate him from cowardly
fuperftition, but too little to teach him either humanity or good
policy, maflacred * the colle@®ive body of priefts, minifters of
thegolden temple, who had long and wilely governed both
prince and people. Having committed this enormity, the ufurper
coerced by the arm of power a nation that had been immemo-
rially governed by the mere force of opinion*, Before a melan-
choly révolution eterrally fatal to the profperity of Meroe, that ifland
may be confidered as the fubfifting model of a government, anciently
very prevalent, and which without arms, and with few corporal
punifhments'”, overawed the minds of men, and concentrated theix
exertions, taught them to rear temples, and form facred enclo-
fures, haunts indeed of fuperftition, but feats allo of indufiry and
commerce, and which by the labours of peace adorned many

parte of the ancient continent with great cities before the iron age of

#8 Strubo, L xvii. p. 821 to end their lives,

» Briice, v, iiiy p. 651s "3 Qure o sme Cle: When a Meroite
» Plin, Nat. Hifl. L. iv. ¢. 129. had committed any great crime, the magi-
= Diodorus, 1. i, ¢. 6. ftrate fent to him the fymbol of death; and

7 Diodor. 1bid. The kings of Meroe, like the guilty perfon retired to a private apart-
the Lamas of Thibet, fhould feem to have ment, and became his own executioner, Dio-
been mere puppets in the hands of the priefts. dorus. The Jefuits in Paraguay never exer-
According te Diodorus, they were fo com- cifed over, their votaries {uch unbounded
pletely dependent on them, that at the com-  dominion,
mand of the priells, they were always ready

COn=-
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conquerors and deftroyers. In a fufequent part of this work, we
thall fee other models of facerdotal governments, fubfifting in Leffer
Afia down to the reign of Auguftus.

The traditions of the Abyffiniaas, often of little value in themfelves,
are corroborated by hiftory and monuments, when they affirm that
their capiral Axum, and 10 the fouth of Axum, Azab or Saba were
anciently renowned for religion and traffick. Both thefe cities were
intimately conne&ed with Meroce, and Meroe itfelf ftood in a fimilar
connedion with Thebes in Egypt, fince the Thebans and Meroites
eftablithed conjuné&ly the colony of Ammonium in Libya'’, The
hiftorical account of this eftablifiment, as well as the near relation-
fhip ** among all thofe remote cities, not to mention Elephantina,
This, and Memphis, is firongly attefted in the uniformity of their
fill fubfiting remains ; every where that maflive Egyptian ftyle, un-
rivalled in folidity and durability : huge pillars of ftone, roofed with
long paraliel beims of the fame unperifhing material; and thefe
cither traverfed by thorter ones, or lying contiguous to each other,
and thus forniing ftupendous blocks thirty and fometimes forty feet
long ™. The fame relationfhip is attefted in the agreement of Ethio_
pian and Egyptian hieroglyphics. That mode of writing, which
after the invention of alphabetic charaters, came to be confined in
Egypt to facred purpofes, #ill continned to be employed for alt ordi-
nary tranfations in Ethiopia*”- This latter coumtry, having pre-

'+ Herodatus, L ii. c. 49.

' This relavonthip afferted in the Abyfe
finian traditions, (Bruce’s Travels, v. I.
p- 409, &c.) is often alluded to in Beti\pmrg.
¢ Great pain fhall be in Ethiopa when
the flain, fhafl fall in Egypn” Ezekiel,
€. xxx.v 4. Again ¢“whena fire is fet in
Egypt, in that day fhall meflecgers go forth
through the dry walte, to make the carelefs
{bewser the fecure) FEthiopjans afraid.”
Ezekiel, c. xxx. v. g, in Michaelis tragfla-
tion. Again, * the labour of Egypt, the
metchandife of Echiopia, ¢ Ifatah, <. xlv.

v. 14 In defcribing the armonr of the
Ethiopians above Egypt, Herodotus fays,
that their arrows were pointed with a fione,
inftead of iron, and fo hard that they em-
ployed it in carving their feals, 1. vii, c. 67,
Could this one have been made ufe of for
graving not only the Ethiopian but Egyptian
obelifks ? '
" Conf. Pocoke, p. 86 & 92, Browne’s

Travels, p. 19 and feq. and Bruce's Travels,
Veiepo 121 & fo '

b
7 Diodorus, & . ¢ 40

{erved
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forved its ancient theocratic government, . alfo retained the ancient S EHC T.
picture writing or fymbols, which the priefts of Thebes and (momeu

Metoe had found highly ufeful, not in the affairs only of reli-
gion, but in thofe of common life, particularly in commerce. By
cafting an eye on the map of Africa, the reader will perceive that
the various cities above named, form two diftin& chains of faples or
ftations on oppofite fides of the Nubian defert ; one northward in ‘the
line of Elephantina, Thebes, This, and Memphis ; another fouthward
in the line of Meroe, Axum, Aflab or Saba. Carriers were not want-
ing to conne& the remoteft emporia on oppofite fides of the fandy
ocean: the troops from Tema and Sheba, Arabian and Ethiopian
nomades, whofe commercial expeditions are confpicuous in the
earlieft records of the Eaft ™. _

According to a juftly celebrated Abyflinian traveller, whofe infor-
mation derives peculiar importance, from its agreement with that of
books which had newer happened to fall into his hands'”, the
Abyflinians immemorially traded by caravans through their fouthern
provinces, with countries abounding in gold; and it is worthy of
remark, that this commerce on the eaftern coaft of Africa, was tranf-
a@ed in the fame fingular manner *, afterwards adopted by the
Carthaginians in dealing for the fame metal ‘on the coafts of the At~
lantic. The arrivals of the Abyflinian caravans, and of the Cartha~
ginian fhips were equally announced by great fires; their cargoes
were ftowed in places which experience fuggefted to be the fitteft for
this purpofe ; the negroes came with their gold duft and depofited

™™ Job, c. vi. v. 19.

= *Phis obfervation was formerly made by
me in 179¢, in.a criticifm on Mr. Bruce’s
Travels, which, though anonymous, excited
fome attestion both sy home and.abroad.The
Abyflinian notices concerning their golden
commerce, I found dopfirmed by Agacha:-
chides of Cnidus apnd PHotipm Biblioth.
Cod. ccr. This made me fearth for con-
firmations in antiquity of other reports
prevalent among that people : and the fruit

of my refearches led into the train of
thought which runs through this furvey,
with regard to the vaflt extent and high im-
portance of commmerce by cdravans. The
fame {ubje@ has been' fince treated at much
length, and with great ability in Mr, Heeren’s
wurk intitled, Ideen {iber die Politik den
Verkehr und den Handel, &c. above cited.
. ™ Hergdat. 1. iv. ¢. 196. Conf. Cofm.
Todicopleufl. apud Montfauc. Nov. Collest,

tom. ii.
fuch
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fuch a quantity as appeared to be a fair price: if the foreign traders
approved that price, the gold was carried away and the merchandife
left in exchange: if they thought the valuation too low, the negroes
brought more gold ; butnever carried away the goods, until the price
of them had been accepted by their foreign vifitants*'. This dumb
traffic fubfifts between the Libyans and Ethiopians to the prefent
day™,

The coudtries juft fpoken of, Egypt, and Ethiopia above Egypt, are
feparated by the Red {ea from Arabia, a vaft triangle whofe fides are
formed by that fea and the Perfian gulph, and whofe bafis is the In-
dian ocean. , The defert regions towards its centre, might be not im-
propetly claffed with the fandy Sakara in correfpondent latitudes of
Africa. But in many parts nearer to the coaft, and particularly at
Sab=za™ on the Red fea, and Omanum ™ on the Perfian gulph, Arabia
admits the cnlture of vines and of palm trees; and from participating
in thofe erdinary benefits was naturally viewed by men, as they
emerged from the gloom of the neighbouring wildernefs, with a de-
light heightened by contraft, and defcribed with tranfports fironger
and more glowing than the greatelt infulated beauty is able to in-
fpire*, It was called the *“ Happy Arabia,” a name which Sabza
more particularly deferved, as the land of frankincenfe, an article of
ineftimable value among nations with whom perfumes were favourite
and habitual luxuries, and which being highly p;:iz\':d,l and extrava-~
gantly indulged in by themfelves, were {uperftitioufly confumed in
vaft profufion on the altars of their gods. But the culture of frank-
incenfe was not confined to Sabza, the modern Yemen: it extended
to the oppofite fide of the Arabian gulph, over a territory in Ethiopia
now called Adel, five hundred miles in length. Adel and Yemen

" Heredot. 1. iv. c. 796, ®™ The ancient name i fill retzined in
"™ Hifoire de Voyages, tom. ii. p. 294, modern Oman.

and Shaw’s Travels, vol. 1. p. go2. 5 SH 3 Zalauwy n&upﬂm &ec. Strabo,
*% Babwa, on the cafltern fide of the Red 1. xvi. p. 778.

fea nearly correfponde to Yemen.

had



ALEXANDER'S CONQUESTS. 81

refpetive capitals known to ftrangers by the common appellation of § E(E T.
Saba; which name as it prevailed in other parts™, may be conjec- (mmmeu
tured to fignify any great flaple of frankincenfe. This main ob-

ie& of antient commerce occupied the ftationary peafant in its cul-

ture, and the travelling fhepherd in its tranfport; and fo much

abounded on both fides of the Red fea, that it was fomctimes ufed by

the natives for firewood *7.

But another article equally recommended by luxury, and demanded l“)m:‘:”ﬁ:f
by imperious neceffity, was wanting in both Ethiopias, as Adel and suaples.
Yemen were fometimes called . This article is {pice in all its different
kinds, effential as a prefervative againft putrid maladics in all warm
countries, efpecially thofe frequently laid under water, cither by the
natural floods of rivers, or by artificial irrigations for the purpofcs of
tillage. Pepper was conveyed, as we lave feen, from India to Egypt
by caravans, as early as the age of Jofcph. To obtain the fame
commodity by fca, the Sabzans gradually explored the coafts be-
tween the Arabian and Perfian gulph ; became the firft navigators on
the Erythrzan fea, and thus rendered the two Sabas emporia for the
aromatics of the coaft of Malabar as well as for the fpices of Tapro-
bana or Ceylon; fo that the happy Arabia in addition to its native
perfumes, early breathed foreign odours of a #ill fuperior quality.

The traditions of the Abyflinians concerning the high antiquity of
this extenfive maritime traffic, receive countenance from important
notices in facred and profane hiftory. When Abram according to
the injunétion of the Almighty, migrated from northern Mefopo-
tamia or Armenia to the neighbourhood of the Mediterranean fea,
be found ¢ the Canaanite already in the land,” of whom in Scrip-
tural langoage, Sidon is called “ the firflt born;” in other words, the
firft colony planted by Canaanites on the Mediterranean coat.  Who
thofe Canaanites,, the builders of Sidon, were, we know diftinQly

# Jofephus Antiqs jud'aic. Lii ¢ 5. " Vid, Michaclis ad Ifial, ¢ xlv. v 24.
1 Strabo, bid. '

YyOL. 1. M from
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8 E[C 1. from Herodotns, They were the tribe of Sabzans’called Homerites;;
l. . . » .
et 2N ingenious people, converfant with aftronomy and medicine *,

above afl devoted to the calture of* theirlanguage and of poetry, for
which they had competitions and aﬂ'embhes refembling the four
fatred games of Greece ', Their name Homerites denotes in Arabic
cither the palm tree or thc purplc cologr, and the nawne Pheenicians,
it is well known, has the famc double fignification in Greek. Thele
Homerites or Phaenicians tranfported themfelves gradually from the
happy Arabia or Sabza, ﬁnppmg occafionally at various harbours in
the Red Sea, from the laft of which halting places, called afterwaeds
Pheenicum Oppidum, they travelled northwards to the Mediterranean,
and eftablifhed them(elves on that part of the coaft which became fo
famous under the name of Pheenicia, which it derived from its new
inhabitants, The incidents attending this colonization are unknown,
‘but the purpofe for which it was effeCted fpeedily and vifibly de-
clared itfelf in the commercial exertions of the Pheenicians, whof
fhores feventeen centuries before Chirift are faid to have been covered
with fhips as with a garmeat™'; and who fhortly after that period
appear from profane writers, to have exchanged in their markets the
metals of Spain and Britain for all the moft coveted produ&ions of
the Eaft and South™, Even before that- early.date the migration
of Abram above-mentished, points o' a fubfifting commercial coms
munication between the countries around the Mediterranean fea and
thofe of Upper Afia. Tn the age ofithat patriarch, Damafcus was
already a well known ¢ity*™. Emefls or Hems, Epiphania or Ha-
math, and Hieropolis the temple of the Syrian goddefs on the right
# Pocoke Specileg. Hils Arsb, » Hevdos. L & c. 16y, Liiio 3.
' Schultens Prefat. ad Monumesat. 8trabo, Liil. p. 224. Dmdm Liv.c, 17,
Vetnft. Arab, and Arifot. Opera, vol. i. p. 1163, Com-

" Genefis, ¢. ilix, v. 13. which Michae- pare Gefoer de navigationibps extra, colum-
lia cranflates, * mit fchiffen bekleidet.” mnas Herculis, annexed to s edition of

Herodotus, 1.1 ¢. 1. fays of the Homerites *

or Phanjcians, that at their fick fettle.
ment "on the coalt of the Mediterranean
wurine veynidam pexpnos arlbiebu, &c.

meuu. and Heeren tn his fdéen, &e. above
cit
» Gedefis, ¢ 3. ¥ 15,

bank
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bank of the Euphrates, were ftations or emporia which all of them
remounted to immemorial antiquity. It thould feem, therefore, that
travelling traders between Upper and Lower Afia already explored
the routes which they were deftined thenceforwards to purfue, and
perhaps had difcovered thofe hiddea fecrets of the wildernefs, which
enabled them boldly to plunge through the fandy ocean of Palmyta
or Tadmor, a ftation not eftablifhed, but enlarged and ﬂ}'engthe.ned
by Solomon ***, and adorned under the firft fucceflors of Alexander,
with thofe prodigies of architeura] magnificence, which, though
totally unnoticed by anciént authors, clearly tell even in ruins their
own {tory; ruins ftill attefling the magoitude of commerce carried
on by caravans, f{ince to that folely, Palmyra owed its opuleace and
{plendour. y

Having given a general account of the cities found the Red Sea,
 works of the wonderful firength of Egypt and Ethiopja ™,” and
having furveyed alfo thofe in Aflyria.which in procefs of time
became fill more wonderful, it remdins to fpeak of the marts
of traffic and fuperflition in Ariana and the peninfula of Leffer
Afia. In each of thofe great regions, in the midft of favage
ferocity and rude barbatifm, the routes of commerce were marked
with opulence and elegance : great cities fubfifked. and flourithed,
proteted through the influence of ﬁl,pe:ﬁlunn rather than the
firength of arms; under prieftly magifirates © whole eye was
their law and whofe topgne, wag .their oracle ™" war-like No-
mades mixed in falutary intercourfe with, peaceful aﬁ:zans "7 and
on the (hores of the Euxine and Calpian, as well a3 in. the central
route before defcribed through Afia, there were many bold and
ufefnl undertakings and many indubitable proofs of very high civili-

# 1 Kings, ¢. pix. v. 18, He from the wond'ring furrow calltd the

¥ Nahum. . iil; v. . and 9. food,,

 On him their fecond pmvudence chey  Taoght td command the fire, b:mtmu] the
bung, flood.

Their faw his cye, their oricle bis tongue, . Effay on Man, Epift. ii.

™ Stephagus de frb, Artic. Afa. ‘

M2 zaton
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zation™’. DBut as in hiflory general defeription, how well foever it
of particular
and precile falls, I fhall, in reference to the thieefold divilion above
given of Alia, having already fpoken of Babylon in Afiyria, now
give fome account of Baflra in Ariana, and of Peflinus in Lefler
Alias ’

Badlra is rénowned in the middle ages under the name of Baleh,
as the capia! of the warlike kingdom of Khmofin, call of the Cal~
pian, and the feat of fuch fullen magnificence «s was then not un-
frequently difplayed by Saracens and TFartars. It enjoyed catlicr
and fairer fume as the Lead ? ot a province difmewmbered fram the
empire of the Scleucidie, Syrian fucceffors of Alexander, fixt,-nine
years after the dcath of that conquerory and two hundred and wnuty-
five years before the Chriftian va. In the preceding chapter of this
work, we have feen the importance annexed: by the politic not lefs
than valiant Macedonian to the intermediate territory between Scy-
thia and India, and the comparatively powerful garrifons which he
ftationed there. The Greek Theodotus, who commanded ia Baétria
under Antiochus Theus, threw off his allegiance to that prince, and
afferted independant fovereignty. From this time forward, Bactria,
in the rank of a kingdom, fubfifted an hundred and twenty-nine
years until the Greclan dypafty was fwept away by a reliftlefs
torrent of Scythians, flowing from the confines of China into the

countries on this fide the Jaxartes ™. Before this fad cutaftrophe,

*# The enterprize, aferibed by Greek
roythologifts to the Argonauts, of opening a
paflage for the fagnant waters of the Araxes
and thereby gaining a fine plain and a free
navigation to the Cafpian, indicates intelli-
gence as well ag boldnefs.  Strabo, L zi
p- 53 The immemorial linen manufa@ory
of the Colchians was confidered as a proof
“of their Egyptian defcent. Herodot. 1. ii.
c. 105. Conf. Strabo, L. xi. p.498. They
were a commercial colony eftablifhed by the

Egyptians on the Eusine.
w Taftin, LxMl. c. 4. and Strabo, 1 xi.
p. 516. and L xv. p. 686.

*° Strabo, I.xi. p. s11.  De Guignes

.Mem. fur la Ba@riane in Mem. de 1" Acad,

des Infeript. vol. alii, 8vo. edit, The French
academician who derived hignotics of the
fubverfion of the Greek kingdom of Badria
from Chinefc hiftory, did not ksow that
Strabo’s account of that muatter perfedtly
coincided with the sanals of China. »

Ba@ra
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Ba&ra acquired under Theodotus, and enjoyed under his five Gre-
cian fucceffors a high degreec of fplendour as the capital of Ariana,
and the commercial rendezvous of nations. Its enterprifing traders
made themfelves mafters of various ftrong-holds in India, and parti-
cularly of Pattala, an emporium built, as we have feen, by Alexander
at the apex of the Indian Delta; they carried on an extenfive and
advantageous intercourfe with what was then called the kingdom of
the Grecks, comprehending Affyria, Syria, and many provinces in
L fler Afia ; while their own crowded maikets were frequented by
powerful caravans from Scythia and India™",

By the brighter lines of comparatively modern hiftory, it feemed
fit to reftore the dim features of Badlra as it appears on'the remote
eaftern horizon twelve hundred and thirty years before the Chriftian
wera, At that eatly period, this city long flourifhing as it is reprefentcd
in arts and induftry, formed one of the moft important ** conquefts
of Ninus and his Affyrians, when with the afliftancc of Arabian
Nomades, they eftablithed the firft great monarchy. Before this
zra of war and defolation, Ba@ra is celebrated in the uniform tradi-
tions of Afia*’ and Europe as the feat of [cience as well as of com-
merce, governed by Zoroafter, whom fome writers call a king, others
a high prieft; doubtlefs becaufe he united both charatters; and to
whom all authors of any credit afcribe pre-eminent power, while
they concur in’ afligning to him the moft venerable antiquiry ™.

*1 gtrabo ubi fupra, and Bayer de Hiftor,
Reg. Grzc. Dadtrian.

=t Diodorus, l.ii. ¢.6. and Jultin, I i
C. 1.

* The hiftorians of Perfia make the
foundation of Balk, the city of Zoroafler,
remount ta the year 320y before Chrilt.
Con{. IYHerbelor Biblioth. Orient. Article
Balk, and Bailli Aftronomie Axicienne,p 354.
This is the oldeft aRronomical #ra of any,
fince that of the Indian meonarchy corref-
ponds with the year 3501 before Chrift 3 that
of Chipa with ths year 2952 ; and that of

both Egypt and Chaldwea with the year 2800.
1 have no faith in hiftory founded folely on
altronomy, whofe phenomeng may by cal-
culation be extended indefinitely backward
as well as forward. My purpofe is anfwered
by fhowing that with regard to the antiquity
of Ba&ra, the traditions of the Orientals
concur with better fources of information.

*+ See the authoritics colle@ed by Stanley
Oricatal Philefophy; by Fabricus Bibliothee.
Grze. Li. ¢ 36. p.243. and in Moyle’s
Works, volii. p. 19.

His
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His name might ‘be affumed at: ‘various times by different teachers
among the fire worthippere, or magi, for this kind' of {uperftition
fpread from Ba@ria to Media, and from thence to Perfia; it might
in particular be. ufurpéd by an -impofter in"the time of Darius
Hyftafpis, who'is {aid in the wild romances of modern Perfia to
have refbrmed the rchgmn of dhis “country, and o have firft taught
the Perfians to worthip in temples, - But fuch fables are totally un-
worthy of regard, fince we lave. the decifive authority of Xenophon,
who had viewed the Perﬁam not merély with the eye of a [oldier,
that their religion remained the fame and unaltered ™ from the age
of Cyrus, founder of their dynafty: a cloud of witnefles allo atteft

that the P_erﬁans ngl_th_ef worfhipped in temples nor ever erected fuch

edifices duﬂng the exiftetice ‘of their empire **; and the praice of
temple wnrﬂ’up they fhould feem o have: adopted flowly and re-
iu&anﬂy in their humthated ﬂate through the perfuafion or authority
of their Grecian conquérora. With the: Perfian Zerdutht we are not
in thxs eaﬂy patt “of hl&nry in aiﬂy manner concerned: but in the
Ba&ﬁan Zeroaﬁ'er, whofe riatie bears a reference >’ to his profici-
ency .in’ aﬁmnomy, we '-:mmgmze a faithful agreement with the
picture above given of Bﬁbylema and ‘Egyptian priefthood : the
fame attainments in "fxawledgé;' and ‘the fame application of them ;
for the mainténance, ” s Bwn authonty, but alfo to the
confpiouous benefitof thile whom it-vas exercifed =

‘The fame rank which Ba&r_a heid in Ariana, Peflinus appears to
havewly a:qmred in Leffer'Afia™. "._;_":Pacﬁ'mus flood in the ‘fineft
plain of ?hrygm, which was anciently eimﬁ_i@pmtam as well as
largeft ofovince in'that vesinfolai Tt was wathed by the river San-

= Xenoph: Cywpzd l it p 104 and - ** Heévmipp. cpuﬂ Arnoh. adverfi- Gent.
p.-438. & feq.- - - Conf. Strabo, L i. p. 23
- b Herodot. 14 eage. tﬁmdebkg . = Peffimuntein ipfam,  fedem | gomx:ih
l i/ "¢ 1. Dinon. aped Qlanen ﬁaymﬂ nmque matris I)mm qwm‘ T
; femper

in Pmtrcpt- P 56+ qui Afium Ea

7 Diogen. Laert. m Ptoem: aa&’Sutdae :fommi religione. ﬂ,eel.um‘ m pro
ul Voc. Sextio. .
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garius, and in the near vicinity of the caftle and palace of Gordium,
revered for its myRerious knot involving the fate of Afia, and which
had remained for upwards of a thoufand years untied, when it was
finally cut by the {word of Alexander *>. Pcflinus was thus fituate
in a diftrict of high celcbrity, and on the great caravan road which
we formeily traced through the fmoggh and central divifion of the
Afiatic peninfula, This 10ad in approaching the fea-coaft fplit into
three branches, leading into Myfia, Lydia, and Caria; {mall but
important provinces, which fbone in arts and induftry many ages
before their winding fhores were occupied by Greclan colonies,
Firom Lydia, then called Maonia, Pclops carried into Greece his
golden treafures, the fource of power * to his family in the peninfula
to which he communicated the name of Peloponnefus. To the
Lydians and Carians; many inventions are afcribed befpeaking much
ingenuity and early civilization *%, The coaft of Myfia was embraced
by the venerable kingdom of Priam, the Hellefpontian Pbrygia ; and
the more inland Phrygians who were faid to *have colonized that
maritime difiri&, pretended on grounds, fome of them folid,  and
others extremely frivolous *, to vie in antiquity with the Egyptians
themfelves. 'The three nations of Phrygians, Lydians, and Carians
were intimnately connefted with each other by the community of
rcligious rites as well as by .the ties of blood and language. They
accordingly exhibited a ftriking waiformity in manners and purfuits,
which, to a reader converfant with Roman hiftery, may be defcribed
meoft briefly by obferving that the principal features of tﬁe;t charaéter
are faithfully delineated in the effeminacy, ingenuity, and pompous
vanity of the Tulcans, a kindred people, and their reputed-de-
feendants

o Arrian, Exped. Alékend: 1. 1. c.§9.  Arnob. adverf. Geat. 1 v. and Lucretivs
W Thucydides, 1. i p. 6. de Natitr, Deor 1. i v, 613, & feq.

4 Herodotus, & i ¢; G and ipv. ¥ Herodots 1 i

' = Hetodot, ibid. Conf, Titmetbéus-apud

Thele

87

SECT.
11.



53

SECT.
1L
L — |

PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF

Thele induftrious and polifhed but unwarlike inhabitants on the
coaft of the Algman were conneted by many links with Upper ‘Afia,
but particulaily by Peflinus, the ancient capital of the Phrygian
kings *", and at the fame time the firlt and principal fan&uary in
thole parts of the mother of the gods, thence called the Peflinuntian 7
Goddefs, and morce frequentlg:the Idzan Mother, Cybele, Bereeyn-
thia, Dindymené, names all of them derived from her long efla-
blithed worfhip cn neighbouring mountains, The feftivals of Cy! cle
ase feleCted in poetical defcription 7 as among the moft fhowy and
magnificent in paganifm : and both the commerce and the fuperflition
of Peflinus continued to flourith in vigour even down to the reign
of Auguftus*®. But in his age the minifters of the divinity, thoush
they ftill continued magifirates of the city, had exceedingly declined
in opulence and power ™; and inftead of fLeing independant fove-
reigns with confiderable revenucs, might be deferibed in modern
language in a work lefs grave than hiftory, asa fort of prince bithops,
waflals and mere creatures of Rome. To the weft of Peflinus, the
city Morena in Myfia, and to the eaft of it, Morimena, Zela, and
Comana in the great central province of Cappadocia, cxhibited jn-.
ftitutions cxa&ly fimilar*° to each other, and all nearly 1cfembling
thofe of the Phrygian capital. In the Auguftan age, all thofc cities
ftill continued to be governed by facerdotal familics, to which they
had been fubje@ from immemorial™ antiguity: they all ftood on the
great caravan road through Leffer Afia; and in all of them the terms
marked by feftivals and proceflions, were alfo diftinguifhed by ‘great

=5 Diodor. L jiis ¢, 59, Amm. Marcellin,
1. axis

W6 Ex rw wroorros eyahparos, Herodian, | 1.
. 25. Of that flatue, or rather fymbol, which

" Qualis Berecinthia mater
Invehitur curru Phrygias turrita per urbes.
Eneid. vi. 985,
and Lucretius, 1.0, v. 623,

defcended from heaven, Livy fpeaks, | xxix.
.10, 11.B. C. 205. It was o the Romans
then hovering over Afia, what the Gotdian
knot had been to Alexander ¢ and a religious
piece of machinery as ealily overthrown by
them.

Horrifiew fertur diving matris imagn, &c.
2 Strabo, ). xii. p. 574,
1, ibid.
#* Strabo, =i p-§37. and L. xil. p. 559,
3 Staabo loc. citat. & loaif. p. 672,

fairs,
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fairs, not only frequented by neighbouring nations, but alfo nume-
roufly attended by traders from Upper Afia, and even by diftant **
Nomades. Conformably with thefe circumftances in their favour,
the routes of commerce traced a clear and diftin& line of civilization
and wealth, thus vifibly contrafted with the rudenels and poverty of
many remote parts of the peninfulag with thc favagencfs of the
Ifaurians and Pifidians ; with the half-barbarous Bithynians and Paph-
lagonians *#; in a word, with all thofe divifions of the country,
which lay beyond the genial influence of commerce ‘introduced
and upheld by fuperftition, and fuperftition enriched, embellithed,
and confirmed by the traffic, which it prote@ed and extended.

** Srrabo loc. cit. and Stephanys de Uib. Lefler Afia, barbarous as well as civilized,

voc. Agix. are related in the following work in connec-
*3 The tranfactions of all the aations in  tion with the general hiftory of the empise,

YOL. I N PRE.
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SECTION IIL

Reafons for entering into @ more particular Account of the Arts.—Thefc beft
exemplified among the Egyptians and Phanicians :—1. With regard to the
Augmentation and Improvement of the Articles of Food.—I11. The Compofition
and Embellifbment of the Articles of Raiment.—1L. The Means of procuring
folid and fecure Habitations. — Egyptian  Architeéiure : — 1. Temples. —
\I.. Maufolea.—The Labyrinth and Tomb of Ofymandyas~T1. Obelifis.—
1V. Pyramids.—Reign of Scfoftris.—Different Races in Egypt.— Senacherilys
Invafion.—State of Judwa and Egypt at that Period.—Greatnefs of Tarako,
the Ethiopian.— Deferuétion of the Affyrian Army.—Revolt of the Affirian
Provinccs,=Nineveh demolifbed by Cyaxarcs and NebopolefJar.~— Babylon the
new Capital of Affyria—Jealowfy of Necos King of Egypt.—He gains the
Batile of Megiddo.—Invades Mefopotamia, and garrifons Circefium.— Nebu-
chadnezzar affociated in Governmemt with bis Iather Nebopolaffar.—He
Jorms an Engine of Defence and glorious Victory.— Battle of Cirefium.

SECT. THE operations of commerce defcribed in the preceding fcQion,
11[ being carried on by crowded caravans, are more open to ob-
Reafons fu; fervation, than the higheft efforts of induftry and ingenuity in fuch
:n;f;:.tgp'::io ufcful or agreeable arts as are commonly exercifed in the privacy

I - . . . .

?rf::natro?c e #f domeflic retirement. When the produtions, indeed, of thefe

arts. arts remain in a tolerably perfect ftate, they recount impreflively
their own biftory ; and turn our attention with delight to the ener-

gies of thofe noble minds by which they were contrived and created.
7 But
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But when the deftru@ive hand of time has reduced the works to ruins,
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their authors will be robbed of due praife; and the nations which (e

nurfed and cherifhed them, will be divefted of thofe chara&eriftic pre-
eminences, independently of which, their wars, victories or defeats,
can never becomc a matter of ferious and deep intereft with pofte=-
rity. But here it is the duty of the hiftorian to interpofe his ut-
moft diligence, in colle&ing all the fcattered notices on record, with
regard to whatever forms the object of ingenious contrivance or com-
mendable purfuit,  From this more intimate acquaintance with re~
mote nations, attention will be awakened to their concerns : we fhall
take part in their profperity and in their glory ; real fympathy will
be excited for their fufferings; and our fancies being thus prepared
for the fcenes exhibited to view, will inveft with form, and adorn
with colouring, the meagre and fhapelefs fkeletons that in the page
of ancient hiflory, too often rattle their dry bones in harmlefs con-
flicts of unheeded wartare. The difcuflions into which it will be
necefiary for this purpofe to enter, are effential alfo to my main
defign of furveying dillin&ly the various countries, which, after
fubmitting to the valour of Alexander, were to become the obje&s_
of his enlightened policy ; and with regard to fome of which, his
plans were partially adopted by his immediate fucceflors.

In conneQion with the rife of Nineveh, and the magnificence of
that {irlt great capital of Afia, I had occafion to fpeak of the high-
mindcd Ninus and Semiramis, with their mixed army of Aflyrians
and Arabians. But in the revolution which undermined the power
of Ninevch, and caufed it to be finally fupplanted by Babylon, the
city chofen ' by Alexander for the head of his empire, all thofe
eaftern nations appear with confpicuous effe@, that deferve celebrity
cither by their prowefs or their wifdom. It will be neceflary in
particular to make known Senacherih the Affyrian, and Tarako the
Ethiopian ; Belefys the Babylonian, and Arbaces the Mede ; (whole

4 Strabo, I.av. p. 731,
N 2 fuppofed

Nations cone
cerned in the
revolution by
which Buaby.
lon fupplaut~
ed Nineyveh,
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fuppofed tranfa&ions will be fhewn exaltly to accord with thofe
afcribed on better authority to Nebopolaflar and Cyavares;) in
fine T fhall have to introduce Necos the cnterprifing king of
Epypt, and Nebuchadnezzar the more powerful and more renown-
ed king of Babylon. In oppofition to the erroneous notions con-
cerning the extent of the antient Affyrian empire, this king of Baby-
lon will appear to have been the firft prince beyond the Euphrates,
who confolidated his dominion over Aram on this fide the tiver; that
is the Proper Syria. The fame conqueror, as is well known, gained
Jerufalem after a fiege of eighteen months, and dragged its inhabi-
tants into captivity ; he alfo overcame after a fiege of thirteen yeais,
and totally demolifhed the great cominercial city of Tyre on the con-
tinent, a place infinitely {urpaffing in magnitude and importance in-
fular Tyre, which fucceeded to its name, and which, in the page of
hiftory, commonly uflurps its renown.

In profecuting the vaft fubje@ before me, I fhall begin with the
Egyptians and Phoenicians, concerning whofe inflitutions and inven-
tions, there are details equally refpeciable for their authenticity, and
interefting by their copioufnefs. Both nations were dreadful fuf-
ferers in the coofli@ that eftablithed a new empire, and raifed up a
new capital in Afia: both furvived their difafters, and became in the
hands of Alexander, principal agents in effe@ing his nobleft and moft
ufeful purpofes. Egypt, befides, under the brother of that con-
queror, the firft Prolemy, acquired and long maintained a decided
pre-eminence among all the new Greek kingdoms ereCed in the
Eaft. The regular and conneed annals of Egypt, will be embodied
in fubfequent parts of the prefent work : the obfervations which im-
mediately follow are of a preparatory nature, affording a fuccinét
view of the antiquities of 2 country, of which, as a Greek kingdom,
I fhall endeavour to prefent a clear and complete hiftory.

When the tranfa&tions of Egypt firft conne& themfelves with thofe
of Greece, the inheritance of the Pharaohs had fallen into the hands

of
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of twelve petty princes, who like the Beys of modein times, com-
bated each other, and diftra¢ted their common country. About the
middle of the feventh century before Chrift, Plainmetichus, oge of the
twelve, was enabled through the aflitance of Greck pirates, Ionians
and Carians, to crufh his competitors, and to affume undivided fo-
vereignty . Having conquered Egypt by Greeks, the gratitude of
Plammctichus confpired with good policy, towards eftablithing his
benefadtors in camps endowed with lands, on the Pelufiac or eaftern
branch of the Nile ; from which fettlement their delcendants removed
abcut a century ufterwards to the capital Memphis, that they might
ferve as body * guards to king Amalis, another illuftrious ufurper,
From the time of Plammetichus, but efpecially in the forty four
years of Amafis’s reign, the Greeks and Egyptians maintained a
clofer intimacy with each other, than ever prevailed between any
two nations of antiquity, that ftood not decidedly in the endearing
relations of metropolis and colony. The youths of Egypt were
taught the Greek tengue; commerce was induftrioufly cultivated
between the two countries ; and in perpetual fucceflion of time, the
philofophers Pythagoras and Plato®, the hiftorians Hecatacus® and
Herodotus’, with many intervening travellers as ftudious of know-
ledge® as their trading fellow citizens were greedy after gain, vifited
the venerable mother of inventions and of arts, and endeavoured to dif-
robe the concealed majefty of religious and civil wifdom, for which
the Egyptians had been renowned from the firft dawn of tradition.
Before entering however under fuch guides, the palaces and temples
and fa&tories of Thebes and Memphis, and from connetians that will
afterwards appear more clearly, thofe of Axum, Saba, Nineveh,
Ba@ira, and many other remote cities, it will be prudent to, cény

* Herodot. L. i ¢ 151, 152, probably eolle@ed the fruits of his travels in
4 Ibid. L ii. ¢, 178 & fea. the megumynen Asizs mentioned by Stcphanus
* 14, ibd. Byzunti. de Urb. Voc. ACapw;.
* Diogen. Lert, in Pythagor. and Platon, 7 Herodot. L ii. c. 43.

and Strabo, 1. xviii. p. 806. * Dipdorus, . 1. 1. g6,

* Hecateus was a great traveller, and had

with
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with us lights from a more hallowed {lLirine, to difpel the dark vapour
of illufion with which we might otherwife be furrounded.

Two centurics after the journey of Abram into Egypt, of which we
have alrcady {poken, the fimple ftory of Jofeph exhibits an impreflive
model of true virtuc, beyond any that evef was created by all the
richnefs of fancy. The lovely franknefs, it is well known, of the
young fhepherd, inflead of conciliating and riverting, as it ought to
have done, the affeCtions of his brethren, provoked their jealoufy
and hatred, and fubjeCted him to the mifery of being {old to an
Arabian caravan, carrying fpiceries into Egypt®. Through extraor-
dinary endowments beftowed on him by the Almighty, the unhappy
flave who had been purchafed for twenty fhekels of filver ) was
raifed to offices and honours that clearly charaéterife the authority of
grand vizier, already introduced it fhould feem, into this caflern
monarchy. Pharaoh furrounded his neck with a golden chain as a
badge of dignity, arrayed his body with veftures of fine linen, adorn-
cd his hand with his own ring or fignet, and made him ride in a
chariot appropriate to the man next in place to the king, and who
in effeét exercifed the whole kingly power*. In the officers alfo of
the royal houfehold, particularly the captain of the royal guards, en-
trufted at the fame time with the criminal jurifdi®ion, we perceive
the flill prevalent and unalterable cuftoms of the Eaft; though the
flow punifhment of a flave for the imputed enormity of infulting his
mafter’s wife, indicates a degree of forbearance and caution, a faint ray
of civilization, long extin& in all thofe unhappy countries, Through
the whole narrative, there are not any indications of the profufion of
precious metals afcribed by profane writers to Egypt at a fomewhat
later period *.  The fmall price paid for the perfon of Jofeph, his

7 Genefis, €. xxxvii. " The man who is the Lord of the land

¢ The ordinary thekel is valued at half a  fpoke roughly to us, Genefis, c. xlij, v. 30.
crown ; that in the time of Jofeph is thought In 1 Maccab. c. i, v. §3, Jofep]g- is called

to have beun of lefs weight. Michaclis Ane  xweios 7¢ Asvrra,
merk. Genelis, ¢ xlv. v. 22, *, Diodorus Siculus, L i. fe&, 49 & feq.

fingle
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fingle cup of filver, and the three hundred pieces of that metal, which
the difpenfer of royal munificence beflowed on his beloved Benjamin,
affords reafon to infer, that the golden treafures of Ethiopia had not
yet been ranfacked with very fuccefsful diligence ™, and thut the
Pheenicians had not yet diffufed in great abundance the filver of
Tarfhifh or Tarteflus over the caflern world ™.

he tranfactions of Abram and Jofeph afford a glimpfe of Egypt
as united at very early periods, under one great monarchy ; but the
third and moft important view of that country in fcripture, is given
at the ®ra of Hcebrew deliverance from Fgyptian bondage. The
children of Ifrael had been reduced into that wretched condition un-
der the dynafty of fhepherds, accumulated hordes of Ethiopian
Nomades, who had invaded and conquered Egypt at a period * be-
tween the age of Jofeph and that of Mofes. In this revolution we
find every thing conformable with the ordinary current of oriental
tranfaltions. It was, and has always continuecd the perpetual mis-
fortune of civilized communitics in that divifion of the world, never
to have attained a proficiency in arms, or adopted a ftyle of warfare
qualifying men refident in citics, and cultivating fedentary arts,
fteadily and fuccefsfully to refift the occafional irruptions of ncigh-
bouring nomades ; whofe uneducated chicfs could never diftinguifh
between the proper ufe, and the grofleft abufc of wealth, and to
whom therefore the conquelt of flourifhing cities, only fupplied the
means of exafperating, by the irritations of voluptuoufnefs, their
precipitate forwardnefs and native ferocity. Under a prince of this
character, known by the common appellation of Pharaoli or Sultan,
the Hebrews were fubjet to the cruelleft and moft capricious vexa-
tions. In the fertile triangle firetching from Heliopolis, its fummit

% Agacharchides de Muwi Rubro apud I ii. e. 100. The new king ¢ who hnew
Phot. Biblinth. p. 1339 & feq. ror Joieph,” nor Lis merits tow.ads the

“ Ariflot. de Muaubd. Opera, tom. i Liygypdan nation, well aceords witl, the no-
pr 1163.  Conf. 1 Maccab. . viil. v . and  tices in profine hiflory, concerming the king
Diodorus, 1. v. 1. 35. of a2 new dynalty.

s Conf. Exvdus, ¢. i. v, 8. and Heredotus,

ficar
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SECT. neir the fite of the modern Cairo, towards the Mediterraneah on

A it ONe fide, and the Red Sea on the other, the finall tribe of Hebrews
containing in it only fixty eight males, had grown to*a nation of two
millions and a half of fouls", fince the fighting men alone amounted
to {ix hundred thoufand, 6rdcevrding to a nicer computation, to fix
huadred and three thoufand five hunidred and fifty perfons . Ta
prevent or reduce this dangerous and growing population, for the
Hebrews were fhepherds and foldiers, Pharaoh tafked them with
hard labour; he condemned them to provide materials for his vaft
buildings ; and many of them were employed in rearing new and
fironger walls round Pithom and Raamfes”, antient fortrefles con-
waining the royal magazines. Another Rill viler expedient of which
the tyrant made ufe to intercept the formidable populoufnefs of the
Ifraclites, was, his cruel order.to the midwives to deftroy their infant
males *; a tranfa@®ion as ufually underftood, wearing an air of im-
probability, yet on a nearer examination, entirely confiftent with
the cuftoms and inftitutions of the Egyptians, reprefented with much
uniformity by authors who differ perpetudlly and widely about their
chronology and hiftory. In anciedt Bgypt, medicine in general,
and feveral of its branches were. M< -and heteditary profeflions,
exercifed under precife- and fev&rc‘ “:“egalmons, for the obfervance of
which by their fubftitutes, the heads of its different departments were
amenable to the magiftrates **. 'This explanation will remove our
furprife that Pharoah fhould have addrefled only two midwives, as if
thefe could have fufficed for fo great a nation ; and it gives a natura)
turn to their excufe for not executing the king's atrocious orders,
namely, that the Hebrew wonien being livelier than the Egyptian,

* The Ifraelites inhabited the “ beft ¢fthe ¥ Conf. Exodus, c. xii. v. 37, and Nums

land.” Genefis, ¢ xlvii, \r.ﬁ that js the fit-  bers. ¢ i v 46.
reft for pafturage : in wﬁ}chdlﬂﬁ& the Conful  * Exodus, ¢. i, v. 11,
Maillet (Defeript. de L'Egypte) fays, “the ¥ Id..c. iov. 15, & fr&."
grafs grows to the height of a man, and fo ™ Ariftot. Polities I." iils o 2. Conf.

thick that an ox may feed a whole dayying Heroder. L i < 65,
on the ground.

were
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were dclivered without the ufual intervention of public fun&ion-
aties ™. The extraordinary interpofitions of the Almighty, which
blafled all the defigns of this deteftable tyrant, are recorded in that
hiftory, with which frgm our youth we are moft familiar. But
it i$ worthy of remark, that of the wonderful phanomenon which
enabled the Ifraelites to pafls the Red Sea in fafety, the memory is
preferved in a pagan hiftorian, who authenticates it by reference to
a different fource of information, even that of the a&ual inhabitants
of the diftri@ *. It muft alfo be oblerved that Pharaok’s army
which perithed in that fea in his furious purfuit, confifted of chariots
and horfemen ; becaufe horfemen in the fenfe of cavalry, were not
ufed by the Grecks till cight centuries after this period, that is five
centwiies after the war of Troy; and both cavalry and chariots
cealed in procefs of time to be employed by the Egyptians, in con«
fequence of the perpetual interfeClions of their country by canals,
which rendered fuch forts of troops altogether unferviccable *,

The minuse interfe@ions of the Delta, doubtlefs contributed in
Fygypt towards agricultoral and commercial profperity. Yct at the
ara of the Jewith emigration, wonderful exertions had already been
made, both for multiplying the neceffaries of life at home, and for
procuring its accommodations from abroad. In treating of the
attainments and enjoyments of the Egyptians, 1 fhall confider the
three main articles of food, clothing, and habitation. The laft of
thefe will lead me to their ornamental architeture ; and this, again,
will be found intimately conneéted with all their noblelt difcoveries
in the arts and fciences. I begin, as neceflity requires, with a brief
furvey of the country.

From the mouths of the Nile and the Mediterranean, Egypt ex-
tended ir length five hundred and thirty miles to Syené and the
tiopic of Cancer, comprehending in its breadth the mountains on

a Aupw;-yo;. Exodus, c. Xix.
» Conf, Diodorus, 1. iii. fedl. 40. and 4 Herodotus, L ii. c. to8.
yOL. I. o both
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both fides the river, as far as the Red Sea on the right, and the
fands of Libya on the left. In its utmoft dimenfions the country
falls far fhort of Great Britain j yet, before it wag tavaged fucceffively
by the kings of Nineveh and Babylon, ans.},iifmré;ancndy opprelled
by the civil and religious perfecution of Cambyles and his Perfian
fucceflors, its populoufnefs may be fairly eRimated at cight mil-
lions of induftrious inhabitants ™, To the angient Cercaforum, a
place fituate fomewhat below the modern Gairo, the Nile flowed in
an unbroken ftream, then dividing itfelf into chiree principal branches,
the two outermoft of which infold the tiiangle of Lower Egypt, the
fertile Delta. 'The apex of the triangle at Cercaforum ®, is diftant a
hundred miles from its bafe, the waving coaft of the Mediterranean ;
and the fides are the Pelufiac and Canopic branches of the Nile,
whofe mouths are two hundred miles afunder. Anciently the whole
of the Delta was richly cultivated ; but tillage is now confined to
the inmoft diftri&, and to the valley of the Nile, a long firip of land
reaching to Syené, generally about twenty miles brond, overflowed
yearly by the river, and enriched by its fattening flime *. FHomer
is thought to have pointed to the canfe of this annual inundation,
when he characterizes the Nile %aﬂ\ﬁvm‘ fed by the fhowers of
heaven”. Under the Sixth Ptolemy, sfutnamed Philometor, Aga-
tharchides of Cnidus f{urveyed Ithiopia above Egypt with the eye
of a philofophér, and confirmed the authority of Homer, by de-
feribing the inceflant rains in Ethiopia from the fummer folftice to
the autumnal equinox *.  As early as May, torrents often defcend
from the Abyflinian mountains, {welling all the rivers of which
the Nile is the common receptacle. Their influence reaches Egypt
“ Jofephus de Bell. Judaic, I.ii. c. 26. inclined to limit too much the extent of the
Conf. Dicdor. I. 1. annual floods.  Browne’s Travels, ¢. 352,
#» Herodot, L ii, c. 15. and 17, 7 Odyfl. liv. v, 581 a5 explained by
* Btrabo is never more graphical than in  Auiltotle in Strabo, L gvii. p.790. Conf.
his defeription of Egypr, 1. zvik, p. 786. Anftot. Meteorol. 1. in# 14 -and Apollo-

Compare the moderns, Muillet, Pocoke, nius Lexicon Homer. v06. Jumrss.
Browne. The laR pamed wraveller feems  * Apathdrchides 2pud Diodor. 1.1, 97.

4 18
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in the middle of June, when the waters vifibly accamulate, and: to
wards the beginning of Auguft overflow their banks, From the
middle of Auguft to the end of O&ober, the Delta wears the appear~
ance of a great lake, .its numerous cities pecring ™ at intervals above
the watery furface, like the Cyclades and Sporades in the vbroad
Hgean.

The depofitions from ‘this temporary lake form fo rich a
mould, that the hufbandman is exempted from all the more laborious
operations of agriculture. Inftead of ploughing and harrowing the
ground, his induftry needs only be eaerted on the fofter element of
water ; which being diverted by canals, or {fcooped by machiges, is
equally and eafily diftributed over the adjacent country . In Egypt
the girain fown in the beginning of November ripens in lefs than five
months, and is gencrally cut down and depofited in granaries before
the firft of April*. During the fame feafon pulfe follows grains,
and fruits are fucceeded by new flowers. In feconding the liberality
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of nature, man was induftrious ; and the duty of agricultural induftry -

was enforced by various maxims of rcligion, particularly the facred
execration denounced againft fhepherds ™, thofe tigers as we have
{een in war, but drones and. fluggards in peace. Tillage as well as
other momentous concerns centipued immemorially under the
prieftly families, who had of old taught their {ubjeés to drain the
marfhy Delta, fince the fmaller mouths of the Nile long bore evident
marks of the patient labour which had been neceflary to open and
defend them ™. The building of Memphis ig aferibed to Menes, the
frf individual who, himfelf a prieft, conventrated * in his own
= Ferodot 1. 1. ¢ g7+ Egypt been afticted by tyranny ang enarchy,
» I¥Anville in his Egypte Anciennd e » ¥ Plin. N. H. Laviii. ¢ 37. Conf. Muils
Moderne; s 23, &eo computes the cultiva- ﬁ“]'i}efr;rigcion de PEgypte, et Relation de
ble jand of Eg¥pt'ae 2,100 fquare leagpes. 1 Locas. .
T'he land ceally ig, Gillage.does At now ox- " Genpfis, +. 1 v, ~2. and ¢. ®lvi. .34
coed twice that, vhrabgr.of Yquare mijes: ANt Meaeorcl 1i. c. 14 All the
yet the Delea aloge! contiiay abiowt 10,000 frstler braches of the Nile, he fays, were
fquare miles, and was anciently ip 3, fbage of  spmume.

the highe cultivation. §¢ Iy Bias % Heredot, L ii, c. 4. and ggu
02 hands
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hands the whole prieftly authority, which he fhould feem, however,

‘v to have exercifed in conformity to the will of his former equals and

Arts relative
to the 1ai-
provement.

1. Cf fuod.

brethren,  From the time of Menes, Memphis continued to be the
feat of the Pharaohs ; and from the fite of that city, near the top of
the Delta, its foundation muft have been accompanied with con-
trivances for regulating the Nile’s inundation, though the lake Maris,
formed, it is faid, for thisimportant ufe *, owes its nametoa prince
who reigned only four generations, that is a hundled and thirty-
two years before the taking of Troy.

Upwards of three centuries before that zra, the Egyptians in the
time of Moles raifed great vaiieties of grain ; wheat, barleyv, and rye™.
Their ‘gardens produced a profufion of legumes, cucumbers, and
melons : and though the {oil is unfavourable to trees, figs and
pomegranates abounded in the days of Mofes *, and grapes even in
thofe of Jofeph . At that early period, however, wine was not an
ufual beverage., Plaraoh’s butler took the grapes and prefled them
into Pharaoh’s cup ; clearly indicating that the natural juice was
drank fimply with water, and preferred to fermented liquor in a
warm climate, and by a people peculiarly attentive to rules of
health *°.  Of bLeer, which appears foon afterwards to have become
the common drink of the working clafles, 1 find not any mention in
the books of Mofes : though the invention of beer, a preparation far
more complicated than wine, is affigned ** to the reign of Ofiris, the
moft venerable of thofe idols in whofe name the Egyptians were
long governed by priefts, the gods’ earthly vicegerents.

As an article of food, the Egyptians fhould feem to have paid
particular attention to fithess The lake M:eris above-mentioned,
about fifty miles fouth of Memphis, and two hundred miles in circuit,

# Diodorus, L i. f. 51. and Herodet. * Numbers, c. xx. v. 5.

L ii. c.101. and 149. DButfee Major Ren-  # Genelis, c. zl. v. 11.

pell’s note, Geography of Herodotus, p. §04- * Herodotus, Ariftotle, and Diodorus
% Exodus, ¢, ix. V. 31, 32, Siculus.
# Numbers, ¢ xi. v. 5. * Diodorus, L1, £, 45

produced
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produced twenty-two different kinds, the catching and curing of SECT.
which employed innumerable hands. From the profits accruing on ,__..I.,I,.[..__,
this branch of induflry, a queen of Egypt is faid to have reccived

daily the value of two hundred pounds fterling for the expence of

her toilet and perfumes**. This queen, whofe luxury was fupplied

by the fale of other luxurics, fome hiftorians make anterior to Meris

who gave his name to the lake, Let us fuppofe that the curing of

filhes in Egypt was a lucrative traffic fifteen centuries before the
Ch:iftin wra;” at the {fame time, calling to mind the order of

Charles V. emperor of Germany, an equal number of centuries

after that pariod, for ere@ing a ftatue to George Bukel, for his va-

luable difcovery of curing herrings, and we fhall be ready to conclude

with the philofopher that many inventions, even of vulgar ufe, have

been often loft and often recovered *'.

In procuring materials for clothing, the Egyptians difcovered not If. Of
lefs ingenuity. The fine vefture in which Jofeph was arrayed * may S—
be fuppofed to have confifted of byflus or cotton, fince this fubftance
is extralted from a nut, iinmemorially growing in Egypt, and there
formed into raiment*. But at the =ra of the Jewith emigration,

Egypt abounded alfo with yarn from flax **; a manufaure of greater
intricacy than that of cotton, fince inftead of a foft down eafily
feparable from its covering, the tough filaments of flax muft be dil-
engaged from the friable and ufelefs wood which they inclofe, by
maceration in water, and fucceflive manual operations of confidera~
ble difficulty. Of the decorations which different ftuffs received from
dying and embroidery, confpicuous proofs appear in the facerdotal
veftments of the Hebrews and the inner hangings of the tabernacle,
in which we find not only the {impler employments of thofe arts,
but ingenious complications of them into pieces of exquifite work-

¢ Diodorus, l.i. {. 52. Conf. Herodot. “ Pollux Onematftic, vih 13.

1. ki ¢ 91, # And the Hax was bolled, that is, had

« Ariftotle, paflim. rifen in Rtalks. Exodus, c. ix. v. 33.

# Genelis, c. xli. v, 42
manthip.
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manfhip. Amoeng a profufion of brilliant colours may be difcovered

A the coccus® of the Greeks, orskermes of the Arabs, the deeper

IIL Witk
repard to,
folid and
maonificent
sdwellings.

fearler tint obtained from cochineal ¥, and the fill richer Tyrian dye

from the neck aﬂ{ghe Palagea *% as the colour tranflated bluc or

violet **, proceeds from the blacker blood of the Sepia or Cuttle-iifh,
The cochineal ‘mentioned in this lift, was brought by the Indo Scy-
thians, of whom we have "already fpoken, to the great flaple of
Bactra ; therc it was purchafed by the Affyrian caravans; and by
the routes formerly defcribed ™, brought down from Syria into
Lgypt. The greater part of ithis fhmmb dye fiopt fhort, however,
in Aﬁnm\g pj.:ly the, valt manufaltories of cloth cftabliicd fuc-
cﬁﬁv&% il'be feen hereafter; at Babylon and Botifippa.

Bm of the three neceflaries of life ; food, clothing, and habiration,

' tﬁ@h}& was moft magnificently prowdcd tor amongft a people who,

L

théﬁhﬁn of mountains bordering on the Red Sea, enjoyed invalu-
ahle ﬂmmia for building. In this endlefs range, for it extends
far beyﬂmﬂ the firaits of Babelmandeb, to the uncxplored regions of
Southern Africa, fine granite and marble were ordinary and little
regarded produ@ions : the mountains teem with porphyry, alabafter,
and the hardeft bafalts; and on their fides towards the Nile, many
natural declivities facilitate the conveyance of thofe rich produ@ions
to the water's edge™. Of this advantage the Egyptians availed
themfelves to rear.public monuments uwoparalicled in folidity and
grandeur ; among the yuins of ‘which, though no private dwelling
appear, it has been rafhly.conchaded that none of great value were
ever to be foum}, and that the habitations of the ancient Egyptians,
like thofe of the peef’mt« mchod tenants of the foil, confifled of

“ Koxsues Jsm. Exodus, c. xxv. “ Plin. N. H. L ix. ¢. 36. and Amati
+ Michuells, from the root of the word, de Reflitur. Purpwarum, p. 30,
infers thag the Febrews knew cochinealto % Tawldo, Septuagint,
be the pmdﬂ&m of fm jodedt, Anmerk. ' Bee ubove, p 24,
Exodus, &vixv. v. 4. Ho'mipht havecited  * Bruce’s Travels to difcover the fource
Ehe brue s mmmhp of Ctelias, Indic. of the Nile, vol. i. p, 176. and feq.

8. XX

carthen
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earthen huts, flightly covered with palm trees™. 'We know, on the
contrary, from good authority, that even in Thebes, the {irlt capital
of Egypt, many private heufes’ were worthy of that magniticence
v.hich thone in public edifices®. In early ages, m,deed, TMAZNin
ficence like knowledge was conﬁned to the fc% but’ exertions in
laborivus undertakings are never fmore vigorous or riore fuccefsful,
tiu n when the artful few direét the ;S&‘q:m induflry of thoughtlefs
and fubmillive millions **

'The {ubje& of Lgyptt'an u&huﬁﬂure naturally 31v1dcs itfelf into
temples, maufolea, 01;011&% y'rfftmds ; matters, too familiar to
the reader to be eafy w0 '&ke iter. The lw ﬁi‘ﬂ- ﬂentmned Te-
mount to immemorial agtiquity : Pyramids, as will'be fdent pt&fanﬁy,
have a far later origin. [ begin with temples, which, as above
proved, were deftined neot folely to facred, but to many 1mpgr.gmt
civil purpofes. 1t has been conjeCtured with fome prabaﬁiﬁy, that
the tabernacle of the Jews in the wildcrnefs, might give the general
outline of Egyptian temples*”.  This venerable fan¢tuary of worfhip
to the living God, in oppofition to the vileft, but from its affocia-
tions, the moft bewitching idolatry, was merely a portable temple
for as yet, 2 Nomadic nation 7, It is defcribed in all its parts with
a circumftantial minutencls, which thole will moft approve, who
can beft eftimate the importance of definite weights and meafures to
a people juft emerging into civil and fettled life. According to the
facred penman *, the tabernaele confifted of-ad inner ftructure, which
he calls the houfe ; and an outer, which ,]{e" ¢alls the tent or court,
The houfe was covered with curtains of Bne lingéng with blue and
purple and fcarlet. It was ten cubits high and as many broad, fup-
ported on acacia pillars, and divided by a veil into two 4partments ; &

% Bruce, ibid, wndertakings.
# Diodorus, L i, £ 48+ ¥ Spemer in Tifereat, . ds Tﬁbﬂmau
% The permd at which this moft perfe®ly Origin. p. 660; firft edit, 3

took place is the true age of Anakim; the % Jofiphus Judsie. Lii, c. 5.

ags oot fomuch of giants af of gigantic « ¥ Exodus, ¢, fxvil througbout,
the
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the one looking towards the eafl, called the holy place, twenty cubits
in Iéngth ; the other looking towards the weft, called the moft holy,
only ten cubits in: length. - Both divifions were overhung with fine
linen, and this linen was covered externally with camlet or hair
cloth, and this bair cloth again fhielded by two layers of leather, the
one of rams’ fkins dyed red, the other of badgers’ fkins. The rams’
ikins dyed red had already travelled, it fhould feem, to Egypt from
Morocco, and the pillars of Hercules, where they were manufa&ured
in the remoteft antiquity *. The badgers’ {kins formed the outermoft
covering of all, and were judicioufly chofen for completing the whole
work, fince the Atabwhn make (hiekdg'and fhoes of this {uli"ance,
boaft of.the former as mufket prodf, and are faid to under-value the
Tatter if they do not laft them fifteen years . The holy houfe, itfelf
are&tangle, was furrounded by a larger rc&angk,»calicd by Mofes
the court or tent; whofe two larger fides were hung with cuitains
of fine linen, an hundred cubits long, and the two fhorter fides hung
with curtains extending refpeétively the length of fifty cubits “,
The temples of Egypt had three diftin& parts, correfponding to
the divifions of the tabernacle : that is, the tent, the holy place, and

‘the moft holy ®. The tent of the Hebrews anfwe:ed to the facred

and folid inclofure of the Egyptians, always diftinguifhed by a war-
ble pavement, about one hundred feet broad, and three or four
hundred in length. Thn maguﬁcent avenue, which the Grecks
called Dromos “ the cﬁhrf: was ornamented on each fide by a row
of fphinxes, repoﬁng at the diftance of commonly thirty feet afun-
der”. The courfe’ led d.u'e&ly to the body of the temple, whofe
approaches were rendered awful by a long feries of lofty and found-

ing porticoes. The Body of the temple confified of two parts, the

¥ Herodotus, 1. iv. ¢ 385, with Rennell’s wuc; the outer mrrcfpoadmg to the holy

Commentary, p. 669. ~ P’“'- is called zporan; ; the inger comfpond..
* Michaglis ad Exod. e. n\n ing to the moll holy is called amess.  Strab,
9. Exodus, c. \ru. Ibid.

* The two paﬁmﬂﬂ;ively are called % Btrabo, L xvif. : 8oc.,
Adarger
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larger correfponding to the holy place, and the {maller to the mofk
holy. Both thefe apartments were embraced by walls of the fame
altitude with the temple, and called wings, becaufe they hovered
around that auguft building, expanding from it on both fides towards
the facred inclofure. Thefe walls or wings were carved with large
idols in the hard Tufcan ftile, or eatlieft fculpture of Greece *.

The Grecian traveller who thus delineates the general form of
Egyptian temples, was aftonithed to find their fan&tuaries or fhrines
altogether deftitute of go:ds in the human form. Notwithftanding
their high attainments in arts and fciences, the Egyptians, indeed,
appear to have for ever wallowed in the vilef} {uperftitions, even the
grofleft of all; that of brute. worthip. Though they were formed
into a nation, as we have feen, from a coalition among the trading
towns on the north of the Nubian defert, and from a varicty of
tribes living by different purfuits, and with a wide divetfity of cuf-
toms and rites, yet this firange mode of idolatry was the grand
chara@eriftic of the whole. Such wonderful concurrence in a matter
feemingly fo extravagani, points to a colonization flowing with the
Nile from the inland mountains of Africa, where brute worfhip

commonly prevailed, and flill continues to prevail ”’;

% 1d. ibid.

5 It is an ingenious conjefture of War-
burton’s (Divine Legation, B.iv. fedt. 4.
p. 168 ), that brute worfhip oviginated in
hicroglyphics ; in which the figures of ani-
mals were ecmployed as reprefsntatives of she
gods. Yet this conjetare is rather difproved
by a wider acquaintance with favage nations.
Many Negro tribes deftitute of hieroglyphics,
and writing and carving, of any kind, wor-
fhip animals, may, reptiles; punithing with
death thofe whe hurt them even cafually.
See Brian Edwards’s Hift. of the Weft In-
dies, 4to. edit. vol. ii. p.79. With a view
to confirm his fyftem, Warburton obfervas
that, “the Egyptians alfo worfhipped plants;
for plants too were made ufe-of for explain-
ing the hiftory of their gods,” p, 167. he

V'Olutfo B

and this fulpi-

cites Juvenal Satyr. xv.

Felices populi,
Quorpm pafcuntur in fiortis numina,
and as fgvas-J can difcover, no other autho-
rity can.be citéd belides this haily cballition
of an angry fatirift. That the Egyptians de-
rived their animal worthip from the interior
of Africa is indicated in Scripture, The
Hebrews are forbidden in Leviticus, <. xvii.
v. 7. “ to offer facrifices to devils.”” Michaelis
eranilates fatyrsy' the largel kind of Apes;
and I belteve 1ightly, for I find the fupergtis
tion of fatyr-worthip prevailing to an extra-
ordinary deprree, in a part of Afriog pervaded
by exploring detachments of Agathocles,
tyrant of Sicily, during his mémorable in-

“vaflon of Africa that will bg circum@antiaily

related ina fubfequent part of this work,
cion
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cion i§ corroborated by liftory, which places the firft great fettlement
or city at Elephantina, the fouthern extremity of Lgypt ; the fecond
at Thebes or Diofpolis ; and then northwards “ in fucceflion, at ‘This,
or Abydus, Heracleopolis, and Memphis, which laft, fitwate only twenty
miles above the apex of the Delra, contained tiie palace of the Pha-
raohs, though Thebes continued many centuries after Mofes to furpafs
the new capital in opulence and magnitude . The building of Mem -
phis and Heliopolis, places near the top of the Dclta, was accompanicd
with the draining of Lower Egypt, after which ufeful labour, cities of
great note arofe in that rich alluvial diftriét : Tanis, Buballus, Mendes,
Scbennncfus, Sals, Canopus, the laft of which was neaily contiguous
to Aboukir, a name ever glorious to Britain, and was a confiderable
emporium, diflinguithed by a great annual fair ©, before Alexandria
arofe in its neighbourhood, the gencral rendezvous of nations, and
fovereign of the commercial world.,

In the principal temples which adorned and proteéted the innu-
merable cities of Fgypt, there feems to have been a rivalilip of here-
ditary prieftoods ; firange diverfities of worfhip, and uraccountable
collifions of fuperftition. Some cities facrificed thecp, but abftained
teligioufly from goats ; others reverfed this praQice ®. Some huated
crocodiles, others held that monfler in veneration™. All of them
however worfhipped the bull, after that emblem of creative power
became the god of Memphis, the fupreme capital of the kingdom ;
and all abominated the hog ™, excluding {fwineherds from focial com-
munion ; doubtlefs in compliance with the great maxims of the

‘® The fites of three fucceflive capitals; nethon apud Syncell. Chronic.
‘Thebes, Memphis, and Alexandria, point to ® Ariftot. Econom. Opera, 1. ii. P* 509.
the fame general conclufion. As we defcend Edit, du Val,
in the order of time, Egypt becomes lefs “ Heradot. 1. ii. c. 42 & 46.
connedted with Ethiopia, and more conne®-  » Ariftot. Ecomon. ubi fupra. Conf.
ed ~with the Mediterrancan. The line of Herodct. L ii. . 69.
commercial and political connection flowed 7 Genefis, c. slvi. v. 34. Conf. Herodot.
{from fouth to north, Liicc. 47, &L iv. c. 186,

& Ariftot. Meteor. 1.1, 6. 14, Conf. Ma-

7 prieltly
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prieftly governors of Egypr, to draw their fubjeéts from the idlenels
of paftoral, to the induftry of agricultural, life. Amidft much capri-
cious variety, the genius of polytheifm delineated formerly in re-
ference to ancient Greece™, remained however unalterable, modelled
in Egypt by local circumftances, and extended by the zeal of priefls,
confifting of diftin(t races or cafts, and actuated by family as wecll as
perfonal confiderations in extending their credit with the multitude,
Although all the Egyptian idols were reprefented either in the general
form, or at lealt with fome prominent chara&eriftic of inferior ani-
mals, yet the Greeks ealily difcovered their own Jupiter at Thebes ;
their Apollo at Heliopolis or On; their Vulcan at Memphis ; their
Diana at Bubaftus ; and at Sais, the blue-cyed goddefs their favourite
Minerva™, All thefe fanciful images bore a reference to the bene-
ficent powers of nature ’*, or rather of its Great Author: they moft
of them admitted of interpretations, agricultural, or aftronomical ;
fome of a general kind, others applicable only to the meridian and
foil of Egypt. Thus the hawk-headed Ofiris, denoted either the fun
or the Nile ¥, two fources of fertility entitled in that country to equal ,
honours ; and the barking Anubis, for which no parallel was found
in the mythology of Greece, fignified Sirius ™ or the dog-ftar, whofe
heliacal rifing warned the Egyptians of the Nile’s approaching inun-
dation. '

That great periodical event which fufpended ufeful labours, was
the favourite feafon for religious feftivity, The feftival of Diana’s
temple at Bubaftus, continued even in later times, after Egypt had
long {marted under Perfian oppreffion, to be celebrated by fevep
hundred thoufand perfons 7, whofe boats in long order crowded the

7 Hiflory of Ancient Greece, chapter ii. geret. Plin. Nat. Hift. 1. ii.e. 7.
throughout. . * Plutarch de Ifid. & Ofirid.

1 Herodot. |, ii. pafli n. ™ In the language of the inhabitants in the

™ Fragilis ct laboriofa mortalitas in partes Ifle of Meroe, Seir fill fignifies 1 dog-
ffta digeffit, infirmitatis fuec memor, ut por- Bruce’s vaels.'
tionibas quifque coleret, quo maxime indi- 7 Herodot, L. ii. c. 60.

P2 Nile,
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Nile, and whofe licentious merriment at every city on their way,

‘e diffipated all perception of aual inconveniences in the gladdening

11, Maufo-
lea.

The Laby=
rinth.

proipect of promifed abundance.

Near to all the Egyptian cities, the folidity and magnificence of
maufolea excited the veneration of natives, and the wonder of
firangers. The peculiar pains beftowed in adorning thofe fepulchral
monuments, originated in the belief that the foul flill continued after
death to be deeply interefted in the treatment of its earthly compa-
nion ™; on which account dead bodies were carefully embalmed, that
they might be preferved from corruption and deformity. In the
neighbourhood of Memphis, the burying ground was viewed with
partticular attention by Greek travellers, The numerous fepulchres
belonging to that capital, were approached only by one paffage,
which led to hollow caverns and flowery meadows, to fcenes of
loathfome defolation and fields of verdant pleafure; and the arrival at
fuch contrarieties of habitation by the fame common avenue, the
dreary lake of death, is fuppofed to have given birth to the Greek

- fables concerning Charon, Acheron, Elyfium and Tartarus™. Even

the Pyramids in the fame neighbourhood, of which we fhall {peak
prefently, may be regarded under a certain afpe& as maufolea to the
dead ; fince among the Egyptians who fpoke and wrote by meta-
phors and images, no fymbols could be better chofen than thofe un-
perithing edifices to exprefs the unalterable ftability of the grave ™,
But among all the buildings in Egypt, the labyrinth or fepulchre of
the kings, and the tomb of Ofymandyas were regarded by the Greeks,
ap the greatefl prodigies both of labour aad of fkill.

The labyrinth, a few miles fouth of the lake Mceris, at the city of
Crocodiles, afterwards called Arflinoe, is erroneoully afcribed to the

® Diodorus, L i £ 51, Conf. Servius ad Egyptmns called the habitations of the living

Eneid, iii. 7. -taravanfaries, becanfe they are ufeful but for
» Diodorus, 1. & I, 96, Conf. Herodot. 2 fhort time ; whereas the tombs of the dead
L il e 123 they called er,emal ma.nﬁon&rbecaufe they are

* Diodoras, L i.{. §1. fays, aa ras uwv vwy  to ferve us for ever,
Corrar anennis xaveduoss wopabyasy &c.* The

twelve
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This prince began to reign fix hundred and fixty years before the ___

Chriftian 2ra; but the labyrinth near Arfinoe was imitated by
Dzdalus of Crete, above twelve centuries before Chrift, in an intri-
cate edifice, which he ere@ed in that ifland, at the expence of the
elder Minos *. This Egyptian monument is referred therefore with
fome probability to Mendes, the contemporary of Minos; though
our authority for this fa& is weakened by the inconfiftency of Dio-
dorus, who alfo affigns for the author of this ftupendous piece of ar-
chite@ure, Marus, a prince more ancient than Mendes ; and in ano-
ther paflage, even Menes the fuppofed founder of the Egyptian mo-
narchy ¥, The work therefore belongs to that early antiquity which
produced the boldeft exertions of the Egyptians; the fubjugation of
the Nile’s overflowing tide, the formation of the lake Meceris, the
building of Memphis, and the draining by fit channels the marfhy
Delta. The labyrinth which rivalled thofe labours, and which Hero-
dotus prizes far beyond the Pyramids, confifted of twelve nearly
contiguous courts, roofed with folid marble, and furrounded with
white marble periftyles. Of thefe twelve courts, fix faced the north ;
and other fix the fouth: the gates of the correfponding courts
were oppofite to each other, and the whole number was compre~
hended within one wall of mafly ftone. This quadrangular inclo~
fure of courts and galleries, whofe fhorteft fides extended a ftadium

in length, comprehended fifieen hundred dwellings or houfes,’

roofed with different kinds of valuable ftones, and a8 many fubter~
rancan apartments into which firangers were not allowed to enter,
becaufe they were the fepulchres of kings and facred crocbdiles™,
But all above ground was fthewn without {cruple, and appeared to
furpafs the productions of human art ; occafioning in the beholder a

pleafing aftonifhment by the iatricacy of the paffages from the houfes.

ludﬁm!, L io € 41\,' & M" 2 I{dem" 1' iiu Lo f“o»
3 lbidl Ly 96-
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to the courts, and from one court or one houfe to another, and then
each of which was alcended by ninety fteps *,
affording from their open fummits a wide profped of furrounding
ficlds of marble.

From hints afforded by Strabo® and Pliny it [eems improbable
It (hould
appear rather to have been a temple dedicated to the fun, and the
feat of political fuperftition, founded, as we have feen, chiefly on

that the labyrinth was originally deftined for fepulchres.

afironomy. In conformity with this notion, the twelve courts bore
a reference to the twelve figns of the Zodiac, the houfcs above and
below ground denoted the two hemifpheres above and below the
horizon : the ninety fteps by which each portico was afcended, re-
prefented the quadrant of a great circle ; the winding paflages might
exprefs the intricate revolutions of the planets; and even the numnber
of three thoufand apartments, (fifteen hundred above and as many
below ground), fhould feem clearly.connefted with a conclufion
of the Egyptian aftronomers, adopted, it is faid* by the Greeks, that
the preceffion of the equinoxes advanced a degree-of a great circle in
the fpace of one hundred years, and thercfore required precifely
three thoufand years to advance thirty degrees, that is a whole fign
of the zodiac. _

That the labyrinth was fometimes employed for interments we

% Plin. Nat. Hift, I. xxxvi. c. 13. T'he precifely what it did contain. 1t is well

importance of this notice will be fcen pre-
fently.

* Strabo, 1. xxvit. p. 811,

* Confs Ficin. in Plston. de Republie.
L. x. p. 744, and de Legib. L i p. 8o3. Ac-
cording to the principles in the text, the
Annus Magnus or Platonic year, will be
obtaived by multiplying three thoufand, ex-
prefling the time in which the equinoxes ad-
vance onc fign, by the number twelve, de-
noting the twelve figns of the zodiac: the
Plutonic year will therefore contain thirty
fix thoufand folar years, which number is

known that the ancients afligned too little
velocity to the preceflion of the equinoxes,
their real movement being about fifty feconds
yearly, Vid. L’Encycloped. Asticle Pre-
ceflion, The aftronomical explanations of
the Labyrinth re here given as conjedtures ;
for the hiflory of Egyptiun allronomy be-
comes certdin only in the age of the Ptole-
mics. We thall fee in a fubfequent part of
this work, the great improvements of af-
tronomy, geography, &c. under this learned
dynalty.

have
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have the authority of antient writers. This deltination of it was
indicated alfo by a pyramid two hundred and forty feet high in
its neighbourhood ™. But its conue@ion with aftronomy is con-
firmed by another monument of the fame kind, and not lefs
flupendous, in the nome or diftrict of Thebes; and called the
tomb of Ofymandyas. This ftruQure contained alfo, befides a
‘fepulchre, courts and porticoes, fome of them inflead of pillars
fupported by animals twenty four feet high, and formed from
fingle blocks. The tomb itlelf prefented images of equal durability,
being confiru@ed with ftones eight cubits long ; the roof was azure,
befpangled with ftars; but the coloffal figures of Ofvmandyas and of
the females of his family, (urpafled every thing moft admirable. The
flatuc of the king, in a fitting poflure, was formed of the ftone called
pyropxcilos® from the flaming colours with which it blazed. A
block of peculiar beauty, without the fmalleft crack or blemifh, had
been carefully feleted for this coloflus, whofe foot exceeded in length
feven cubits. It deferved to be an emblem of the f{un, and that it
really was fuch, appeared from the golden circle with which it was
encompafled, divided into three hundred and fixty five cubits, each
cubit denoting a correfponding day of the year, and defcribing in its
fculpture the current afpe@ of the heavens, and the accompanying
events on carth, according to the fanciful preditions of Egyptian
afirology *.

The trite {ubje& of obelifks and pyramids I fhall confider under
onc view, becaufe the fpecific diftiné&tions between them have been
greatly miftaken by popular writers*. They agree in being quadri-
Jateral figures, whofe fides point to the four quarters of hcaven..

* Herodot. ibid. p- 119. But Mr. Gibert, Mem. de L’ Acad.
* Diodorus, L. i. ¢. 47, with Weflelingen’s  vol. xxx. p. 241, denies alfo to him' that
pote. Cout, Plin. L xxxvi, ¢, 8. Lonour.

¥ Dicdorus, L is c. 49. Of all our tra-  * Among others by Diderot. See L’En~
vellers, Puul Lucas aloue was helieved to  cyclop. Article  Egyptiens.”

have feen this monumenty Voyage, vol. ii- (:\

But
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8 EI;J T. But the obelifks are pillars of granite of a fingle piece, from fifty to
L..._,,..__; one hundred and eighty feet high; and their perpendicular height
commonly'nine times the length of one fide of their bafe, The
pyramids, on the other hand, are enormous edifices of free ftone, (one
only is mentioned of brick”), whofe breadth commonly equals the
length of their floping fides **, and always exceeds their perpendicular
altitude. TRe obelifks remount to immemorial antiquity, and are
found in every part of Egypt. The builders of all the principal py-
ramids are mentioned as living a little before or after the Trojan
war®': and thefe.monuments  are confined to a particular diftric,
namely that of Memphis or Memf; to the north weft of which you
{ee the three greater pyramids; and to the fouth about threefcore
{maller ones®, The greateft of all the pyramids according to Hero-
dotus reached eight hundred feet in height, and contained precifely as
many in each fide of its quadrangular bafe. Our moft accurate meafure-
ments make the bafe 693 Englith feet broad, and the floping fides
the {fame number of feet long, but differences in the account are un-
avoidable -from, the perpetually fhifting mounds of fand, by which
the pyramids are {urroupded. Thefe huge mafles fill bear evident
marks of the fimple contrivance by which they were raifed. They
confifted of difkin& courles of ftone, gradually diminithing as they
rofe in elevation. Light machines of wood eafily manageable, placed
on the firlt or largeR courfe, ferved to raife the materials neceffary
for conftructing the fecond, and thus fucceffively uatil the whole
was completed”, In feveral of the pyramids our travellers have
difcovered chambers, gal!enes, and {ubterraneous cells*®; {uch varie-
ties might naturally be expetted in fepulchres. The three more
enormous maffes were raifed after the war of Troy*; and the firft

' Herodotus, 1, ii. p. 136, ® Herodotus, Lii. c. 125.

# Ibid. L. it. p. 125. : * Bruce’s Travele, vol, i. p. 41, Conf,

* Ibid. L ii. paflim, Herodot. | ii. c. 1:4a

* Conf, Pococke, Pecry, Greaves, Bruce, ¥ Thatis, B. C. 118y, deheups reign
Maillér, &, commenced 1178, B. C.

and
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and greateft of the three' by Cheoyss, whofe tyrannical reign of forty
years commenced fhortly after that event. This unworthy priace
was the firft native of Egypt, who, in quitting due reverence for the
gods and their minifters, at the fame time fearlefsly relinquithed the
maxims of humanity and juftice”. Through his oppreflive govern-
ment the public profperity, which had long appeared unalterable,
received a fatal fhock ; his unhappy fubjeéts were impoverithed and
exhaufted by inceffant and ufelefs toils, and particularly in raifing
this gigantic pradigy of archite€ture, which was completed in twenty
years by the uninterrupted exertions of 400,000 men tafked in fuc~
ceffion to the odious work*. 'The value of their confumption in
radifhes, onions, and garlic was engraved in Egyptian charafters on
the pyramid, and amounted to fixteen hundred talents of filver ™
How vaft then, af#ds the hiftorian, muft have been their expenditure
during the {ame fpace of time, in food, cloathing, and particularly in
iron implements of labour **?

The obelifks are productions not lefs wonderful by their difficulty
ithan the pyramids, and far more refpetable in their ufe.. When we
confider that the obelifks confifted of fingle blocks of granite, fome
of them an hundred and fifty, and even an hundred and cighty feet
high, the fucceflive operations of hewing them uabrokesn from the
quarry, of tranfporting them fafely to the moft diftant parts of the
country, of adorning the hard ftone with fculpture, often two inches
deep, and rearing fuch huge pillars into the fky with' a precife ad-
juftment of their fides to the four winds of heaven ™, we fhall feel a
new intereft in favour of the Egyptians, as a people who itluftrated
the utmoft extent of the human powers in works unrivalled in their
own kind, and whofe grandeur is fcarcely furpaffed in any other '®

# Conf. Herddot 1, il 'c. 124 and Arif- wmay be ellimated at 413,000,
tot. Palities 1 ii €. (1. = Heradot. ibid.
_* 1d. ibid. and Pfin, 1. 1xxvi. ¢ 12 ™ 8ce Memoir de PAcad. Jes Beiences
T The Egyptian ;alqut _eacedding the pous 1710, “Artic. Etoge de Chazglics,
Babylonian by twesty minw, the fom  * Plin. N.H L xxavi ¢ §.

FOL. I, Q The
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The firft obelitks remount to immemorial antiquity, and might
ferve for gnomons far more perfe than the natural fhadows of
trees and mountains %, They were unfortunately, as we have feen,
very early proftituted to the purpofes of fuperflition. They fre-
quently ferved as ornaments to palaces and temples. They might
fometimes be employed to convey inftruction to the multitude on
moral s as well as phyfical fubje@s; and they contained in their
hieroglyphics a hiftory ambiguous from the nature of the character
in which it was written ; perhaps hyperbolical in itfelf, and certainly
full of exaggeration, as it was ufually interpreted

The moft celebrated of thofc cxagyerations is the Egyptian account
of the reign of Sefoftris, which commenced above fourteen centuries
before Chrift, and is faid to have lafted forty years*’. This great
prince appears to have repaired the difafters in Egwpt, accompanying-
the emigration of the Ifraclites. At the head of a few of his coun-
trymen, enterprizing like himfelf, and of numerous hordes of Ara~
bian and Ethiopian Nomades'*, whom his valour and generofity
attraded to his fervice, he overran and plundered Leflfer Afia and
Syria*, in which territories monuments of his victories were thewn
after the lapfe of a thoufand years™. Ambitious of every kind of

4 Plin, ibid. Greece, vol. 1. ¢ 1. Herodatus makes him

1% This ufe of obelifks or pillars was adopt-
cdn Greece, See Hiltory of Ancient Greece,
vol. ii. ¢.13.  Mr. Bruce’s notion that the
gravings on obelitks contained aftronomical
obfervations is well founded : but he contra-
di&ts hiftory in confining the ufe of thefe
gravings to aftronomy only. Comp. Bruce’s
Travels, vol.i. p. 414, &c. and Diodorus,
1. i. c.56. and Tacitus Annal. L iv, c.6o.

¢ Every thing faid by rhe.ancients or
moderns on the fubjed of obelifks is colleéted
in a folio volame, De Origine et Ufu Obelif-
corum au&tore Georgio Zoega Dano. Ro-
m= 1747.

7 Ariltatle~places Sefoftris many: years
before Minos, 8ee Hiftory of Ancient

8

precede by a century the foundation of the
Affyrian empire, 1230 years B.C. Conf.
Herodot. 1.1 c. 95, {.ii, ¢, 206, and Arifs
tot. Politic. . vii. c. 104

*S Diodor. 1. i. c. §3. Conf. Herodotus,
Lii ¢, 110

™ Herodotus fpeaks pofitively as to his
ftatues in a diftri® of Syria, Lii. c¢. 102,
and 106.

1 Herodot. ibide  Strabo makes the du-
ration of his ftatues in Ethiopia four centu-
ries longer, fince he fays, “ they were fhewn
therein the age of Auguftus,” L. xvii. p. 790.
Both Strabo and Arrian rejed his fabulous
expedition into India. Conf, Arriani Indica,
¢. v. and Strabo, 1. xv. p. 686.

glory,
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glory, Sefoftris overcame the deep-rooted averfion of the Egyptians 8 EI S T.
to a fea-faring life. He encouraged all the arts, ereGted many tem- (et
ples, ftrengthened the fortifications of his kingdom ; and after a long
and fplendid reign, withdrew himf{elf by a voluntary death from blind-
nefs and old age, which appeared intolerable calamities toa mind foften-
ed by a long and fmooth courfe of unvaried profperity *“. On the bafis .
of thefe faéts feveral of which are well attefted, the Egyptian pricfts
raifed a fabulous fuperfirucure, which magnified the aGions of
Sefoftris above the peetical exploits of Hercules and Bacchus, His
imaginary rrophies were diffufed over India and Scythia; the Ara-
bian gulph was navigated with four hundred fhips of war; another
great fleet commanded the Mediterranean **; and his obelifks told,
according to the priefts, of the hundred myriads * of warriors whom
he commanded, of the kings whom he had dragged in triumph, and
of the annual tributes which he levied from the vanquithed and in-
flaved ** nations of the ancient world. That Egyptian vanity might
be flattered in every part of the narrative, the fierce Nomades, whom
the fame teftimony had afligned as the inftruments of his viGtories,
were thrown as it were into the back ground of the fable, and the
whole honour is afcribed folely to Sefoftris and his Egyptian com-
panions ; all born on the fame day with himfelf, carefully trained
with him to martial exercifes, and of whom feventeen hundred
accompanied him in the fortieth year of his age, on his great Indian
expedition ™.  But this number, it has juftly been obferved, implies
at Jeaft ten thoufand births in Egypt on one day; three million fix
hundred and fifty thoufand in one year; and therefore raifes the

" Diodor. Li. {. 54 & feq. Conf. He-
rodot. Lii. c. 107, & feqg.

#: Diodor. ibid.

3 "Exavor pupimdas, Strabo,

*“ Tacitus Apnal. laii, ¢. 6o. In Taci-
tus, the king’s name is Rhamfes; but Vale«
fius obferves Ifte Sefothis (Sefofiris) trino-
ainis fuity tefte Manethone, The Egyptian

Q2

kings, like the Affyrian, had often different
names at different periods of their reign.
Scaliger ad-Eufeb. Num. 530.

" Diodar. ibid. He reports this, but
cannot well be fappofed to have believed it
efpecially after what he had faid of the vain
lies of the Egyptian priefls, 1. i, c.29.

populouinefs
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populoufnefs of that kingdom to upwards of fixty millions of fouls: a
populoufnefs altogether impoffible in fuch a country, and not only
unwarranted, but contradited by all ancient authority 5,  After this
remark, it would be trifling with the reader to animadvert on
Sefoftris’s wondetous fhip of cedar, four hundred and ninety feet in
length, covered externally with gold, and on the infide with filver .
His nautical improvements left at leaft no traces behind them. We
hear noting for many following centuries of Egyptians in the Medi-
terranean : the navigation of the Arabian gulph was thenceforth left
:0 the nation from whom its name was borrowed; and until the
dynafty of Plammetichus raifed up, as we have feen, by Greeks, Egypt
is never mentioned as poffefled of any naval power, or carrying on,
by its own fhips, any maritime commerce.

Having endeavoured as briefly as poffible to defcribe the antiquities
of a country, whofe more authentic hiftory will be related in following
parts of this work, I fhall conclude the prefent fubje@ by examining
whether the ancient Egyptians, of whofe ingenuity and intelligence
fo much has been faid, were in reality woolly headed Negroes.
Such- an inference has been drawn from an extraordinary paffage of
Herodotus, in which he alleges their black colour and crifp hair as
reafons for believing that the Colchians inhabiting the eaftern thore
of the Black fea, were a ¢plony from Egypt'®, It is remarkable
that the hiftorian himfelf makes light of thefe arguments, and con-
fiders as much ftronger points the praftice of circumcifion common
to the two nations, and their agreement in the fame peculiar mode
of weaving linen™. The fa& appears to be, that the Egyptians

4

v Copf. Diodor. L i, £ 19, and Jofephus "¢ Ibid. and c. 105. Their peculiar mode

de Bell. Judaic. 1 1. c. 16. v of weaving alludes to what the author fuys,
" Diodor. 1.1. ¢ 57. ; l.H. ¢ 35, that other nations pufhed the
" Herodot. L ii. ¢. 104, The fame con- woof upwards, the Egyptians dowawacd ¢

cufion has been drawn from monuments, from which Junius de Pidtura Veterum, 1. i,

particalarly from the Ethiopiaa features of c. 4, concludes that the Egyptians were the

‘the celébrated Sphinx. Bruce, Denon; and £rft people who wovye fitting,

otlier travellers,

Were.
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were a mixed people, that had coalefced into a nation from different
calls or families, as their country had grown into a kingdom, from
different nomes or diftriés. Hiftorians, indeed, have fometimes
confidered thefe diviftons as nice arrangements of legiflative wifdom ;
yet no two authors are agreed as to the number of cafts ™
or as to the different trades or profeflions refpe@ively excrcifed in
them.  Authority, indeed, was not neceffary to induce the hardy
mountaineers on cither fide the valley of the Nile, or even the fée-
bler races inhabiting the marfhes which bordered on the Delta, both
which diftriéts arc unfit for tillage, to betake themfelvesto a paftoral
life. In feveral lefs fruitful parts on either bank of the river, as well
as on the luke Mceris, fithing was the hereditary trade, becaufe it was
the moft profitable. The caflt of failors was introduced and main-
tained through the commercial intercourfe on the Nile, ealily navi-
gable for upwards of five hundred miles from Syené to the Mediter-
ranean, and in the navigation of which the Egyptian mariners were
accuftomed to avail themfelves of a north wind to furmount the
force of the ftream in returning to Syené. The trading veflels were
called Baris, carrying fifty tuns and upwards; they were made of a
thorny fhrub, and the only fhips that from its native materials could
be conftruted in a country equally deftitute of wood and iron 2,
Herodotus fays that the caft of interpreters defcended from lonians
and Carians firft fettled in Egypt in the reign of. Plammetichus .
Yet the patriarch Jofeph a thoufand years before the reign of Pfam-
metichus, already fpoke by an interpreter to his brethren **¢; and
men converfant with different danguages could not fail to turn to
account this attainment, in a country which at that ¢arly period,

or nomes ¥,

" The great authorities, Herodotus and ™ Diodorus f{ays, * Scfofiris divided
Diodoras difier materially, The former, Egypt into thirty-fix nomes,” L i. ¢, 54.
.1y ¢ 164, makes feven caflts: prielts, fol- ™ Herodot. I iy ¢ 96.
diers. gragiers, {wine-herds, artificers, inter- 3 1bid. ¢. 754
{!qr;mrs, failors ; meaning watérmen onthe ™ Genefis, c. xlii, v, 23.

Nile.,

was
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was the centre of the great caravan commerce, between Afia and
Africa, and the principal fubdivifions of the latter between Libya
and Ethiopia** As the Egyptians fubfifting by agriculture, by far
the mofl numerous and refpedable ™ portion of the community did
not willingly quit their native country, this extended intercourfe
was carried on chiefly through Arabian and Ethiopian Nomades * .
With regard to the inhabitants of Egypt, it was in fome meafure a
paflive commerce, that people producing indeed many of the arti-
cles exchanged in it, but patiently waiting till other nations purchafed
and tranfported them. Through the excellence -of its hufbandry,
Egypt fpeedily becarse the granary of furrounding countries; and
from the earlielt times, the varied labours of its looms ", found
their way to the markets of Greece, and even to the coafts of the
Atlantic. In a country originally peopled by different tribes, and
which afterwards long continued to be the conflux of nations from
Afia and Africa, with regard to both of which continents it is fo
peculiarly fituate, that ancient hiftorians and geographers hefitated
to which of the two it ought in propriety to be affigned,. we might
naturally expe@ to meet with a wide diverfity of inhabitants, too
warioufly combined for diftin& claflification. The extremes, how-
ever, may be fixed on one hand, in the ftout, ftubborn, and woolly
headed Ethiopian ; and an the other, in the delicate, flexible, and
ingenious inhabitant of the Delta: a weak, dark race, with long
lank hair,” refembling nearly the natives of kindred alluvions formed

" Genefis, c. xxxvii. v. 25. lfaiah, ¢ xlv

théwords-of Herodotus, that the Egyptians
« 14, Exekicl, axxx‘ V. 4.and 9.

wove fitting. How could Mr. Bruce m op-

% Herodot 2. ¢. 160,

a7 {3pnehs, Ifaigh, and Ezckief, uli fupra.

1 Conf, Scylax Peripf. p. 129, and Thu-
eydid. Li. p. 5 edit. Francofort. Conf.
Herodot. Lii. c. 35 and Ifaiah, c. xix,
v, 16, 'The “weberftihle” in Michaclis’
grandlation, agrees with the conje@ure from

pofition t6 all anthority fay, ¢ Solomon

decked his bed with coverings of tapeltry of
Egypt! Egypt had neither filk, nor cotron
manufadory, nor even wool; Soksnon’s
coverings, therefore, though he had them
from Egypt, were an article of barter with
lndia-" Tra‘i'CL Ydoir an Hﬂ.

by,
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by the Indus and the Ganges™”. Between thefe limits the great
intermediate body of the nation, appears to have flu@uated; a
nation, that with much to recommend it to the attention of pofterity,
might have defervedly excited a yet deeper intereft, had not its im-
provement been thenceforward rendered ftationary, not merely
through external caufes that will be explained in the following work,
but through the difficultics of its hieroglyphical writing and its {uper-
ftitious abhorrence of innovation. It ‘has the glory, however, of
emerging above the ocean of time, as the firt regular monarchy
defcribed in authentic hiftory ; and fhould the polithed kingdoms of
Europe ever experience the fad fate that has befallen the far greater
eaftern - continent, when all their nobleft monuments were faft
mouldering to decay, the matchlefs works of the Egyptians would
even then furvive, and flill bear teftimony that civilization had once
exifted in an ancient world. ' .

Under the fucceffors of Alexander, Syria in its general accepta-
tion, became a kingdom more powerful than Egypt, and the proper
Syria ‘contained in it the Hebrews and Pheenicians, the two moft
interefting nations of Afia., According to my propofed method, I
fhould proceed, therefore, to the defcription and hiftory of Syria,
under which head the arts and commerce of Pheenicia would deferve
particular attention, as illuftrating the flate, not only of that fmall
diftri&, but of many great countries around it, during the fix cen-
turies which elapfed from the reign of Ninus to that of Nebuchad-
nezzar. But as the Pheenicians had not any thare in the tranfattions
which immediately follow in the courfe of my narrative, and as the

Jewidh hiftory is tod well known to be repeated in a work of this.

nature, 1 fhall delay my particular furvey of Syria, until the inva-

" Juvend) defiribes themn graphically, bur _ And before
ill-paturedly, e . < Terra mulos bomines nunc edum gtque
‘FmbeHeet idutile vulgns pufittos
Parvala A&1Kbus foliduni dive 'vels phafelis, Ergo Deus quicrmgue afpexit, ridet et odits
Ex brevibus pidie resuis incurberk téfte. V. 700
Satyr, L xv, v. 136.
fions
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fions and ficges of Nebuchadnezzar naturally direét the reader’s cu-
riofity to that country, particularly te the ancient greatnefs of Tyre ;
the fienuous induftry, bold cuterprize, and wonderful attainments
of the Pheenicians.

In deducing the revolutions of the Aflyrian empire, wc
reached firm hiftoric ground with the reign of Scnacherib, whof:
expedition againft Judza and Egypt is highly memorable both in
its circumftances and confequences. Egypt was then governed
by Sabacus, an Ethiopian "*°, who had granted his alliance to 1fracl
fhortly before the remainder of that nation had been tr-niplinted hy
Shalinanezer into Media ',  Judah, howeva, flill confiding in
Fgyptian aid, refufed to furrender its freedom; in confequence of
which refufal, Senachciib invaded that diftri& with a vaft army.
Having overrun the country and taken feveral fenced citics, he fent
his licutenants to chaftife king Hezekiah in Jerufalem, while in per-
fon he advanced fouthward and laid fiege to Pelufium, the key to
Egypt. No moment could have been chofen with a better profpeét
of conquering both kingdoms; Judah was then afflited with
epidemic ficknefs ***, and the once profperous Fgypt had become
“ the ftaff of a broken reed piercing the hand that leaned on it **%,”
The Nile, which is the feurce of health as well as wealth to that
country, having failed in the former year to bring its watery tribute
from Ethiopia, the canals had degenerated into peftilent ditches, and
the teriitory adjacent to the fea had been converted into a marine
marfh"™*. The labour of the hufbandman perifhed for want of refreth-
ing moifture: famine and defpair affailed the fithermen of the Nile,
and of the lake Mceris, and the numerous claffes of artizans ' crowding
the induftrious cities of Thebes and Memphis. The warlike Sabacus,

s Herodotus, 1. ii. c. 137, " Ifaiah, c.aix, In the tranflation of
" See above, p. 85 Michaelis before me the “ Weberflihle” 45
™ 2 Kings, ¢ xviil. v, 24, and ¢. xX. conformable to the circumftance which I

v. 7, 8. above-mentioned, that the Greels wove in
™ 2 Kings, ¢. xviii, v. 26. a ftanding polture, whereas the Egyptians
4 Ifaiah, e, aix. fat at their work,

alarmed



ALEXANDER’S - CONQUESTS.

alarmed by religious terrors'®, abdicated the goveruient; and
Sethos, high prieft of the Memphian god Phthas, ftepped into the
vacant throne, with juft cunning enough to atrain power, but with-
out wifdom to exércile it honourably or ufefully. His unfeafonable
rapacity refumed many lands held by military fervice, about ten acres
by each family, and thereby offended the martial cafts or clans, at a
time when the zeal of this militia was_effentially requifite to the
public fafet§ *’,- He was obliged, therefore, to throw himfelf into
his frontier ﬂrong—hald of Pelufium, with a motley rabble raifed on
the fpur of the occaﬁon, and confifting clneﬂy of tradefmen and
mechanics,

Before befieging that key to Egypt, Senacherib had fpent a fhort
time in taking Lachis, or Lachith, on the fouthern frontier of Judza.

While employed in the war there, a detnchmen; was fent to Jerufa-

lem. Its commanders proceeded to the: Walls of the place, under
which they were met by Hezekiah’s mlmﬂt:rsq The Jews were ex-
horted to fend prefents in token of fubmiffion: to th-‘: great king, the
mafter of nations, againft whofe hoftility no' power on earth or in
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heaven would avail them. The d:pnnca, conﬁﬁn‘sg .of the high

fteward, the chief judge, and the public fecretary, intreated the
Aflyrian generals to ceafe from fpeaking in Hebmw, and to employ
their own Syrian diale@, left their difcourfe trught be underﬁ'ood by
the Jewith foldiers on the walls. But Ra.bihekeh replmd in‘a loud
voice, and in the Jews’ !anguage. thathe had. not been fent ‘to thc
king only, or his minifter, byt rather to. thz pcnpie at large, 1o de-
froy their vam truft in a contempuble prme. and ‘his_perfidious
counfel

The. Jml; ac;mdmg 10 Hezekmh s command, kept ﬁ]encc, and
the Myrzans haftened to give an account of their Teception ‘to Sena-

ws. Herodor, 1. BT S t!v,yl. * 2 Kiogs, ¢ xviils
'“ url Al s l*lw

WL. xo R Chedb‘ .

The rumour
“of Turako’s
marvch raifes

«the fiege of
“Pelufium. -

B.C. 710,
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cherib, who having left the neighbourhood of Lachith, had proceeded
to attack Libnah or Pclufium ",  Inte this place Sethos had thrown
himfclf, as we have faid, with an inconliderable and ill compoled
army ; but was encouraged, as he afterwards gave out, to expect de-
liverance by a vifton from Phthas, whom the Memphians exalted
above all gods, and whom the Greeks fadly degraded by transferring
to him the name of their own Vulcan, an able artilt indeed, but a
very contemptible and even ridiculous divinity. Weare not inform-
ed of any human or divine means ufed by the prieft Scthos, for re-
moving the Aflyrian affailants. But Senacherib, we know from
Scriptuie, had not lain long before Pelufium, when a rumour reached
his camp>*, that totally difconcerted all his meafures, A prince
called Tirhakoh in Scripture, Tearcho and Taracho by the Greeks’*,
had during the difafters of Egypt, been making great conquefts in
Ethiopia on both fides of the Red Sea, Availing himfelf of the cara-
van roads, through the broad continent of Africa, he had purfued
his viorious career to the fhores of the Atlantic, and northwards to
the pillars of Hercules**, Many Nomadic nations of Ethiopia and
Arabia had united under his wide fpreading dominion; and he had
already performed more extenfive and more difficult journies, than
the march which report now afcribed to him, of penetrating
through the defert which joins the two cultivated regions of Arabia,
Sabza and Omanum'”, and then proceeding from the latter, along
the weftern fhote of the Perfian gulph, into the rich Babylonian
plain*, and to its capital Nineveh, the proud centre of Affyrian
power. Upon learning this alarming piece of intelligence, Sena-
cherib determined to return with all poffible expedition to the de-

* Conf, Haiah, c. xxxvil. v. 8. Herodot.  * Strabo, ibid.
L ii. c. 141. Jofeph. Antig. L, x. c. 1. “ See above.

_w Yfaiah, c. xxxviis v. 7, ““ See 2 Kings, ¢ xir. v, 7. Ifiah
- % Conf. lfaiah, ibid. and Strabo, L i+ c. xxgvii, v. 9. with Michaclis notes. £
P 61, & L xv. p. 686,

fence
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fence of pofleflions that formed the firength, the ornament, the 1ich
kernel of his empire '+,

In his way homeward, he once more fent Rabthekeh with a letter
tq Hezekiah, exprefling in that boaftful pride which is often a cloak
to cowardice, “ what the kings of Affyria had done to all lands, by
deftroying them utterly *:” and as if he had been apprized of the
promifes made to the Jews by the prophet Ifaiah 7, afking in a tone
of contemptuous menace, * Did the gods of the nations deliver thofe
whom my fathers deftroyed ; Gozan, Karan, Rezeph, and the chil-
dren of Eden who were in Telaffar?””  'Where is the king of Hamath,
and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sephervaim,
Henah and Ivah**? The event which terminated Senacherib’s ex«
pedition is related in the following words, “ The angel of the Lord
went forth, and fmote in the camp of the Aflyrians an hundred and
fourfcore and five thoufand ;" the morning thewed to the terrified king
and his attendants, only « hideous heap of carcales . Of the {ud-
den deftru@ion of the Affyrians, prophane hiftory gives fuch an ac-
count, as taken in a literal fenfe, wears the appearance of a childifh
fable. Herodotus relates, that vaft {warms of fields rats gnawed to
pieces in one night their bow ftrings, quivers and fhield ftraps, and
thereby leaving his men defencelefs, fubjected Senacherib to a dif-
graceful rout ', The difaftrous fate of their enemies, the Egyptians
afcribed to the prayers of king Sethos, of which they alledged as a
convincing proof, the ftatue of that prince in the Memphian temple
of Vulcan, holding a rat in his hand, and with the following me-
morable infcription, * Let him who beholds me, learn piety to the
gods %" In the childithnefs however of this ftory, we fhall perceive

"5 This part of hiftory is intelligible only ' Ifaiah, c.xxxvii. v. 12, 13, 14
on the fuppofition that Nineveh bad the fite,  * Id. ibid. v. 36.

which fo: reafons above given, 1 have ven- " Herodotus, 1 ii. c. 1471,
tured to affign for it. ¥ Herodot. ibid. Conf, Ifaiah, ¢, zix.
M Ifaiah, c. Xxxvil, V. 2. V. 20, 11, 22.

1 z Kings, ¢ Rix, v. 7.
k2 the
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the ftrongeft confirmation of the relater’s veracity, if we refleé thar
among the Egyptians, the rat was the hieroglyphic for deftruction “**:
apd that Herodotus, according to the prevalent fathion of his times
in relating the hiftory of Egypt, afcribed to the fign, the power of
the thing fignified **, By a far more {ublime metaphor, the Jews re~
ferred this fignal cataftrophe of their enemies to divine agency ; by
which they were accuftomed o explain the havoc made by warring
¢lements, the hot peftilential fimoum, the fwift deftroying blaft
which, in the Afiatic as well as African deferts, often proves fatal, in
a fingle night, to vaft multitudes of the human fpecies ***,

That the plague was on this occafion the inftrument employed by
the Almighty for punifbing a blood-thirfty king, derives fome proba-
bility from the prevalence of the malady at that time in Jerufalem,
Hezekiah himfelf appears to have been attacked by its worft ** {ymp-
toms, and was faved from death by the particular interpofition of
providence, for which he returned his acknowledgements in the
temple an ¢he third day. .Of his fudden recovery a circumftance
alfo agreeing with the well -known nature of the plague, a fign had
been given by bringing-back thedhadow ten degrees on the dial of
Ahaz ; coneerning which Qﬁmmal wonder, Baladan, general of
the troops belonging to Babylon, and alfo hereditary chigf of the
Chaldzan priefts ¥, the earlieft ewltivators of afironomy, and com-
partively gredt proficients in that fciemce, might naturally be
expedled to defire-accurate information. To gain this end, he fenta
congratulatory letter to Hezekiah on his recowery, The letter was
accompanied with prefents ;rand in jts fuperfription, a clear intima.
tion is affarded of the troubles™” that affailed Afflyria in confequence

% Horopoll. 1. & p. 5o. * 2 Kings, ¢. X% v. 7, and feq. It had
*” Seg abovey . p- 47 raged in Samaria a few years before Sena-
2 Samuel, ¢. x¥iv. v. 15 and 16, Jere- cherib'sdifafler. Jofephos, L ix. ¢, 1a.
;mnh,;.luv t. For the Sirhoum wind "'sngs,cu.r.u C’o:;f Dijodér.
fee Thevenot, apd Btmc’a Tnﬂfs..paﬂim. Lil. e 24
particularly Theyenot, p. i b. i ci80.30d %7 « Sennacherib’s ‘effate was tronbie.d,"
b. u. ¢ 16. Tobit. ¢. i, v. 15,

5 of
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of the difafter of Sennacherib. Baladan who in civil matters had
hitherto held only a dependent jurifdition™, like many other prieftly
vaffals of whom we have already {poken, affumed the title of king of
the Babylonians, in defiance of an odious and difgraced tyrant, from
whom, about the fame time, the Medes, Armeniane, and other great
nationa ventured alfo to revolt ',

At his return to Nineveh, Senacherib could not fail to be pro-
voked at finding the vanity of the rumour which had deceived him.
He was enraged' to madnefs at the rebelliop of his fubjes: but a
tyrant after the lofs of his army is a ferpent without its fting. He
vented however his mercilefs rage againft the {maller prey that he was
ftill able to devour, particularly the Jews in Nineveh *°, whofe
brethren bad occafioned his misfortunes, But in the fhort {pace of
fifty five days, he was flain by the confpiracy of his two elder fons,
in the temple of his god Nifroth*”, Their parricide was only ufeful
to the public; for the youngeft brother, Efarhaddon, at the unanimous
requeft of the court and country, mounted the vacant throne.

The chara@es of Efarhaddon fully juftified the general predilec-
tion in his favour. His valour and generofity ** together with the
vaft treafures fill contained within the palace of Nineveh, fpeedily
fupplied him with a new army. We are not informed of the means
which he employed either by war or negociation for reducing the
rebellious provinces. But from the moment of his elevation we hear
nothing more of an upflart monarchy in Babylon, under a prieft
who afpired to be the equal of his king,

The parricidal brothers of Efarhaddon had fled to Armenia; and as
they are faid to have reccived lands * from the king of that couatry,

" 3 Kings. c. xvile Vo 24 Seiacherib’s  * Tobit. cui. v. 18, 19, 20.

edecoflor appears there as king of Baby-  *' 2 Kings, c. xix. v. 36. & g7, and Mofes
En, as well as of Nineveh.—Conf. Diodor. Chardin. ihid,

ubi fupra. *: ¢ The great and noble Afnapper.” his
% Herodotus, }.i. €. 95 & Mofes Cho- name in Ezra, ¢. iv. v. 10.
vonehs, b i . 224 . ¥ Mofes Choronens, ibid.

the
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the rebellious fatrap who had fortified himfelf amidft the mountainous

b~ fources of the Euphrates and Araxes ™, muft already have affumed

the royal title. For recovering the allegiance of Armecnia, and the in-
comparably finer province of Media, Efarhaddon trufled to the re-
nown of his arms in profecuting the war in which Affyria was
already involved with Egypt and Syria. In the latter country,
Aflyrian garrifons ftill kept poflfeffion of many ftrong holds ; and
particularly of Azotus or Afhdod, which had been one of the five
capital cities of the Philiftines ™, and was the principal key of
Syria towards Egypt. Tarako the great Ethiopian whole name had
been terrible in thofe weftern countries, was no more; and his refift-
lefs Nomadic followers, with the lofs of their general and paymafter,
Jolt alfo their union and difcipline, and fell afunder with a rapidity
greater than that with which they had been affembled.  Sethos reign-
ed in Egypt thrcugh the intereft of the prieflts and the favour of the
multitude 3 for his unjuft rreatment of the foldiers was too pro oking
ever to be forgiven by them'®. In this pofture of affairs, Efarhad-
don direfted his arms weftward, It fhould feem that he made a fur-
ther and confiderable tranfportation of mutinous Ifraclites *’; which
confirms what has been already obferved, that the removal of the
whole people from their country had neven been intended by the
kings of Affyria*, The principal Citizens had been tranfplanted

men who might prove dangerous at home by their intrigues, and
ufeful abroad by their fkill in arts and adroitnefs in affairs. But the
fields had been flill left to the vine dreflers arid hufbandmen; many
of whom now mutinying againft a foreign yoke, were forcibly
dragged in captivity to the Eaft, and more {ubmiffive peafants from
the Affyrian territories, particularly Babylon and Cutha fubftituted in

" See above. 7 Egra, ¢ iv. v, 7.
% 1 Samuel, ¢ vi. V. 17, I See above p. 65.
¥¢ Herodotus, L ii. ¢, 141.

their
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their vacant ficlds ', Judah was next affailed by Efarliaddon with
more dccifive fuccefs, than had yet attended the A(lyrian arms in
that kingdom. The impious Manaflch, who had frangely degens-
rated from his {ather, Hezekhiah, was defcated in battle, purfued, made
captive among the thorns, and carried in fetters to Babylon'™.
But adverhity {o greatly improved the charaéter of this Jewifh king,
that he became a new man; and the fincerity of his repentance
under the juft chaftifement of the Almighty, was followed by the
preuliar favour of Elarhaddon, who could not fail to difcern the
advantage that might acrue to his Egyptian expedition from placing
a warlike and a&ive prince, bound to him by the higheft obligations,
in the vailil throne of Pa'zRine. Manafleh was therefore reinftated
in the kingdom of Judah, and received in addition that of lfrael,
Lolding both countries as homager to the great monarch of Affyria,
and tranfmitting them in that form, after a reign of fifty-five years,
to his fon the generous and ill-fated Jofiah "',

Of Lfarhaddon’s Egyptian expedition, which, according to the
vulgar eftimation of merit, muft have been the nobleft exploit in his
reign, we kuow only that he facked the ancient city of Thebes,
called in Scripture the populous No'*; a capital built *by the
infinite ftrength of Egypt and Ethiopia,” and celebrated from re-
mote """ ages for that magnificence which flill fhines in its ruins ",
Such an event indicates the deep wounds "* inflited on Egypt dur-
ing the reign of Sethos, in confequence of which that kingdom re-
mained a prey, for 20 years, to divifions and anarchy until the arifto-

' Prideaux juftly obferves, that Efarhad- ' Chronicles, ibid. and Jofephus Antiq.
" don could not have done this, if he had not x. 4.
been king of Babylon ; but he forgets that  ** Mahum. c.iii. v. 8, with Michaclis’
he had denied Shalmanefer to be king of notes.
Babylon, though that prince alfo planted  '* Homer. Iliad, L. ix. v. 382.
Samaria with Babylonians. 2 Kings, c.xvii.  ** Norden’s Voyage and Plates, No. 102
v. 24. Conf. Old and New Teltameat con+ ~—113. inclufive,
netted, B. i p. 42. 3 faiaby, il id

}° 2 Chropicles, ¢ xxxiii, v. 11. ;
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cracy of twelve kings not lefs turbulent than that of the Beys in
modern times devolved, as we have explained.above, into the fingle
hand of Pfammﬂmhﬂs .

The predatory eohquelt of Egypt only attefts Efarhaddon’s power;
his goodnels is illuRgated in his behaviour towards the two branches
of the Hebrews, whether remaining in their native country, or
tranfplanted to Nineveh apd bther cities of the Eaft. The atone-
ment which he made to that nation for the cruelties of Senacherib

~ affortls no {mall proof that his general government united lenity with

His fon
Nebuchadoa
nofor —war
with the
Medes. B.C.
66 ? .

Dejoces kin
of Medin, ©
700 B. C.

firmnefs . It muft have been conducted with great ability, fince
during his long reign we hear little of the troubles of the empire,
which began uader his father, and which zevived with dreadful effe&
uader the government of his fon.

Nebuchadonofor, for this is the name or title of the fon of Efar-
haddon, was involved in 2n obftinate and bloody war with the
Medes. This great nation had immemorially fubfifted in many
diftin@ and warlike clans, feattered over the fineft province of Upper
Afia, each patriarchal tribe inhabiting its populous village, and for
the moft part fertile valley ', The Medes had long fent their pro-
portion of troops and tribure to Nineveh, although a people circum-
flanced ag they were, wagld be eafily tempted to withhold thofe
contributions on every prbfpe& of impunity, The misfortunes of
Senacherib formed a crifis favourable for rebellion. -The Medes
expelled their Affyrian viceroy, and ackpnowledged no authority but
that of their own judges, heads sach.of his refpetive tribe, of which
that governed by Dejoces was dlﬁmg(uM by ite #alour and num-
bers; as twas their jidge himfelf h‘y‘w ‘pheveminence in wifdom "’
Through the equity and.promptitude of his. decifions, Dejoces drew
the canfes of neighbouring ‘elans, to«bis -tiibunal, and was chofen

¢ Herodothis, 4. f c.4§1. & Rgs " Herodotus, §. 1. ¢. g6. and Strabo,
W Tobity, &4 v 31, 23, ‘Eyrey o ivs € xiop. 520, & feqy
» 10 * Herodot, ibid.

king
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king of the Medes through his ability in exercifing one of the moft 8 ECT.
‘indifpenfible funQions of royal power, We know not by what s 3
means he contrived to avoid hofltilities with Efarhaddon ; but ave are
informed that the fuccellor of this great:prince invaded MNedia, de- D-feated
feated and flew Dejoces, and facked his upftart capital of Eebaraua. ll'f?d(:n. ‘,':,
Fhraortes, the fon of Dejoces, ailuming the' command of the Mcedes, ¥ s fim
became in turn the agreffor; drove the Aflyrians from IMedia, wrefled }:h.::(.!:;{lc:--
from them Perfis, the proper Ferfia; and perithed in an expedition {]:ﬂ”fst‘m
againft Nineveh the bulwark of their empire ™.~ But Gyaxares, the ¢zo.
fon of Phraortes, lived to revenge the death of his father and grand-
father on the cfleminate fon of Nebuchodonofor, the Jafl Affyrian

kiug of the houfe of Ninus, Before the reign of Agradotus'®, who

affumed the name of Cyrus, there. was not. agy.prince in Ariana,

that is, in any of the countries caft of mount Zagros, that equals the

hiftoric fame of this illuftrious Mede. Ta Cyaxares his countrymen ¢yzares
ncknowledged themfelves indebted for barmonizing their formerly 1% the
ill appointed armies into regular bodies of pikemen, cavalry, and

archers,  With fuch improved infiruments of victory, he extended

bis dominions northward to the Euxine and the river. Halys, affailed

the heart of Aflyria wow encompafled with his arms,-from the eaftern

wall of Media, to the mountainous confines of Cilicia ; and though

long interrupted in his progrefs by the Scythian invafion aliove-men-

tioned, refumed his warfare againft Nineveh with frefh ardour.

That city and empire was then governed by Sardanapalus, 2 name sardanapa.
coupled in our fancies with the utmoft extravagance of efleminacy f::slé"l:“‘i,‘:
and profligacy. Amidft the firft tranfadtions to which the indolence —hishittory.
of this voluptuary gave occafion, we read. of an attempt to riffle by
means of a mine that thould extend to the heart of . his palace, the
vaft fubterranean *** treafures, whlch his anceftors had colleCted from'

ihe fpoils of vanquithed enewics ™. We next find the revolt o_f

® Herogdot. Li. ¢ 102 " Herodotus, L. ii- ¢. 150
" Strabo, 1 Fv. p. y39. W [iah and Nahum,, paffim.
VoL L. 8 Nebopolafiar,
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Nebopolaffar ', the hereditary chief of the Chaldzan priefts at
Babylon, and as fuch alfo the hereditary fatrap of that important
diftrict ", who feems to have been encouraged by the carelefs fottifh-
nefs of Sardanapalus to refume the royal title which his father
Baladan had ufurped, afier the difgraceful* defeat of Senacharib. To
maintain this independance, the revolted prieft, who is defcribed as a
perfon of much cunning and dexterity ***, courted the friendfhip of
Cyaxares, and obtained an alliance with that prince, whofe objedt,
iffue, and incidents, fo perfeQly coincide with thofe of the far famed
confpiracy between Belefys the Babylonian and Arbaces the Mede ',
that it is impoffible on a careful comparifon not to regard it as one
and the {ame tranfa&ion '™ : a tranfaion ever memorable, fince it
fulfilled the prophecics againft Nineveh, and demolifhed a great

* Eufeb, Chronic. p. 46. and Syncell.
Chronograph. p. 210.

“ Durinyg the dominion of the houfe of
Ninus over Affyria, the hereditary priefts of
Babylon maintained a fubordinate royalty in
that city, agreeing in nature, as we fhall fee,
with the power of the facerdotal dwaras in
Lefler Afia under the Macedonian and
Roman empires. Conf, Strabo, L xv.
p- §57- Diodorus, L. ii. {.23. and 2 Kings,
€. xviti. V. 2. '

» Diodorus, 1. i, 1 28.

27 Diodorus, ibid.

8 According to the received chronology,
Arbaces and Belefys deftroyed Sardanapalus
and his capital Y20 years before Chrift.
Btrabos 1. xvi. p. 737. f{peaks pofitively as
to the total and final deftru&ion of Ninaveh
sancln wopppope. His authority is fup-
ported by thet of Dicdorns. Yet a century
after this fuppofed dempolition, the prophet
Nahum denounces againlt Nineveh the
wrath of heaven. See Nzbum, o ii. and
¢, iii. throughout, and particulagly c. iii.
v. 8. which afcertains .the Chronology.
Thefe prophecies, however, confirm Hero-
dotus’s report, (a report the mare likely to

be true, becaufe he wrote a particular hiftory
of Affyria,) according to which Nineveh was
deflroyed by Cyaxares and the Medes Go6
years before Chrift. Herodot. 1. i, ¢. 100.
Conf. Tobit, ¢. xiv. v. 15. and Judith, c. i
v. 16.  Of Belefys, whofe name ufuips the
place of Nebopolaffar, we know nothing.
Predeanx in his Old and New Teftament
clfine€ed, v.i. p.z. fuppofes him to be
Nabonaffar the firll king of Babylon in Pto-
lemy®s canon: But of this firlt king of Baby-
lon (a high prict molt probably who affected
kingly power), we have not a fingle particus
lar in hiftory, except the wra called by lus
name, agreeing with the year 747 before
Chrift. Inftead of Cyaxares and Ncbopo.
laffar, independant princes, we find, indeed,
in Ctefias (2pud Diodor Lii. [ 28.) Ar-
baces and Belefys revolted fatraps. But as
fuch Ctefias would find them reprefented n
the courtly annals of Perfia which Le con
pied, if the Perfians, as is faid, factered
their latter kings as the lineal and perpetual
fucceflors of the univerfal . monarchs of Afia,

Conf. Danicl, c. ix, and D’Herbelot Axrtic,
Perfis.

capital,
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capital, and the moft durable empire that ever fubfifted in the an«
cient world. '

In completing the objec of his Aflyrian warfare, Cyaxares had
great difficulties to encounter, The art of attacking fortified places
was flill extremely imperfe@. Pfammetichus, king of Egypt, had
availed himfelf of the diforders in the Affyrian empire for gaining
Azotus, the principa) Affyrian bulwark on the Mediterranean, but
had difficultly conquered the place after a blockade of twenty-
nine years '**: and Sardanapalus, king of Nineveh, though a flave to
beaftly appetites, prepared with the fiercenefs alfo of a wild beaft to
defend his polluted cen ', At the head of a great ariny he is faid
to have thrice repelled the invaders. But a fingle defeat reduced
him to the cowardly refolution of fhutting himfelf up within his
walls ; while his forces, ftill more numerous than thofe of the enemy,
wete committed to his general Salaiman, for thus the Greeks wrote
the Aflyrian name of Shalman or Solyman*:. The canal joining
the Fuphrates and Tigris was died red '™ with the blood of this
general and his army. But Sardanapalus ftill deemed himfelf fecure
in virtue of an ancient prophecy, that the city fhould not be taken
“ until it was hoftilely affaulted by the river #.” In the third year
of the fiege this mnigma was explained ; for the Euphrates fwollen
to fury by an unufual contribution of melted fnows from Armenia,
deftroyed a portion of the walls two miles in extent, and Nineveh
was reduced “ to a pool of water " The delpairing tyrant then
knew all to be loft; fet fire to his palace; and b?:riihed in the vaft
funeral pile of his empire, with his women and eunuchs, his trinkets
and trealures ',

0 Herodopus, L il o 157, fhall be opened, and the palace thall be difs

» Dgodorus, L i 1. 29. folved.”

w 1d, ¢ 36. Confs Nahum, ¢. I, v. 187, % Naghum, c.ii. v. 8. in Michaeliss
with Mighaclis’s notes, tranflation. Conf. DPiodor. L it. . 2.

" Diodor. ibid, #w Diador. ibid. Conf. Nahum, c. iii,

W Bay un wperie b wmeraper Tp wohs yewra v. 15, ¢ In thy firong-holds or palace fhall
mdguor.  Diodorus, L ii. £ 36, Conf, Na- the fire devour thee.”
hom, € i ve 6 ¢ The gates of the rivers
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i The Medes thus became more decidedly than before, the great do-

minant nation in the Eaft. But Nebopolaffar their ufeful ally, was

Dabylon be= 060 firmed in the ufurped kingdoms of Babylonia ; and as Cyaxares in

comes the

capital of  refentment of his father’s death before the walls of Nincveh, totally
Atlyiin, " it - -
E.C, 6os. demolifhed that capital™, Babylon from a feat of commerce, of

{cience, and of fuperflition, grew into a place of arms, the main bul-
wark of Affyrian power ™. The near vicinity of the old and the
new capital is clearly indicated in a propofal of the artful pricft of
Babylon, immediately after the taking of Nineveh. Defirous, it is
faid, of appropriating the precious metals which he well kuew would
be found in the afhes of the royal palace, he begged leave (on pretence
of a vow made during the dangers of the fiege,) to tranfport the huge
ruins to the place of his own refidence, and his requcft was
immediately granted **; a requeft which muft have appcared alto-
gether extravagant, had Nineveh, inftead of being fituate within
fifty milcs of Babylon, with a canal of communication between them

ftood three hundred miles diftant on the eaftern {ide of the Tigris ‘“

** Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 7:7. Before this Tigris and Evphrates. In this neighbour-

total demolition, Ninevch had fubfifted fix
hundred and twenty four years under thirty
two kings, from Ninus to Sardanapalus,
both inclufively., 'This chronology lcaves
nearly twenty years for the reign of each
king: the commonly received chrenology on
the other hand, makes the city and empire of
Nineveh to hayve lafted 1312 years, which
gives the monftrous average of forty one
years, for the reign of each fovereign.

¥ Herodotus, 1, i. ¢. 178. Confl L. i.
c. 1¢G.

" Diodorus, l. ii. f. 28. .

" It is faid in Tobit, ¢. vi. v.i. *“ And
when they fet out on their journey” (that is
to go from Nineveh eaftward to Ecbatuana
and Ruges) * they came in the evening to
the river Tigris.”” By a bend in the river,
the road indeed might rejoin the Tigris, but
the expreflion in Tobit is quite natural, if
* the city of three days journey,”
the royal canal, the Nahrmalka, between the

3

ftood on-

hood, Xenophon found, two centusies alters
wirds, the great city Sitacé, Anabas, L il
pr 283; and Ives deicribes nearly in the
fame pofition,Nimrod’s Tower,ax it is called,
one hundred and twenty fix fect high, and
one hundred in diameter. It ftunds ninc
miles welt of Bagdad; conlifts of bricks
mixed with rceds, and is on all fides fur-
rounded with ruins ; circumflances a greung
well with Diodorus’s pofition of Nincveh in
his acconnt of the decifive battle, and alfo
with the following words of Herodotus.
* Babylonia is like Egypt, perpetually in.
terfefted by canals; the greatél, which is
navigable for veflels of a large fize, joins
another river, the Tigiis, on which was
fituate Niveveh,” 1. i. ¢ g5. The words
naturally bring to mind the Nuhrmalka and
Bagdad. The expreflivenefs ot Herodotys’s
ftyle always fuggelts the potion which he
wilhes to convey,

‘From



