ALEXANDER’S CONQUESTS.

From the time that the Affyrians carried their conquefis to the
fhores of the Mediterranean, the Egyptians had every thing to fear
from their ambition or their vengeance. Plammerichus, the king of
Egypt, who in the laft ftage of his reign of nearly half a century,
had effeed the conqueft of Azotus, was fucceeded by his fon, the
Pharoah Necho of Scripture, and the Necos of Greek hiftorians ; a
prince of deep policy and daring enterprife. Difdaining the fuperfti-
tious fcruples of his countrymen againft a feafaring life, Necos con-
flru@ed harbours and equipped fleets on the Mediterranean and the
Red Sea ; and applied to the Pheenicians, as the people belt fkilled
in diftant navigation, for perfons willing to undertake a long voyage
of difcovery along the African coaft. The Phoenicians, who, as
already mentioned, had immemorially traded in Egyptian and
Affyrian wares*, had alfo eftablithed faltories in thofe countries,
particularly in the cities of Thebes and Memphis, the fucceflive
capitals of Egypt, and according to cuftom, thefe fadtories were
under the prote@ion of temples ereCted in honour of the foreign
Venus . From among fuch colonifts, or their correfpondents,
Necos fpeedily found inftruments fit for his purpofe. The Phceni-
cians took their departure from an Egyptian harbour on the Red Sea,
reached and pafled the ftraits of Babelmandeb, in the fpace of forty
days; in that of two years failed round Africa to the pillars of Her-
cules, and then purfuing their voyage two months longer through the
well known Mediterranean, returned about the middle of the third
year into Egypt**. The principal danger in this expedition was that
of ftarving on the inhofpitable thores of the fouthern continent, But
this difficulty was provided for. Having laid in a fuflicient ftore of
{eeds, the Pheenicians fowed them at the proper feafons '*; and as in
many parts of Africa, the corn fown in July, is reaped in September,

= Herodot. L i. c. 1. graphy of Herodotus, p. 682,
xt Thid. 1. ij. c. 112, 23 Trapwoy o yw e wagery, §eo Heros
%t Tbid, L, iv. ¢. 42. Conf. Rennel’s Geo- dot. ibid,

the
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the delay in procuring food neceffary to the continuance of the voy-
age, could not be longer than neceffary for repairs and refrethments.
But thould threc months be allowed for the floppage each autumn,
full time will remain for the completion of the undertaking within
the afligned period, even at the flow rate of ancient navigation. Both
the Pheenician and Greek fhips feem to haye avoided keeping the fea
in dark nights; they both advanced at the mean rate of little more
than forty Britith miles daily. But from the nature of their conftruc-
tion, particularly the flatnels of their bottoms, which aliowed pallies
containing two and three hundred men, to be cafily hauled on {hore,
they were much better adapted to coafting voyages, than modern
veflels of far inferior burden

Another undertaking by which Necos attempted to fignalize his
reign, was the drawing of a canal from the Red Sea to the Medi~
terranean: a defign which Sefoftris is faid to have begun, which
Necos refumed but abandoned, and which Ptolemy Philadelphus, the
fecond fucceffor of Alexander in Egypt, is faid to have happily ac-
complithed *,

But thefe great enterprifes did not prevent Necos fiom paying due
attention to the important revolution, which, inftead of an odious
defpot diffolved in pleafure, had eftablithed in the new capital of Af-
fyiia a vitorious ufurper inflamed by ambition, With great. activity
of preparation, he colleted a numerous army of warlike ftrangers,
and unwarlike Egyptians, and being mafler of Azotus, the key to
the holy land, marched through that country to aflail on the Eu.
phrates, the yet unconfolidated power ofsaNebopolaffer and Baby.’
lon **, whofe allies the Medes were fill fully occupied in extin<
guithing the embers of the Scythian war. But in the diftriét of Sama-

=4 Their expedition aecordingly wascom=  * Serabo, 1. xvii. . 8o4. Ofihk more
pletely fuccefsfnl, * Thus was Africa for  will be fald hereatter,
the fcfl time circumpavigated.” Herodot,  ** Jofephus Antiq. Judaie. L x. ¢. 6.
1hid,

a,



ALEXANDER’S CONQUESTS

ria, Necos was encountered *7 by Jofiah, king of Ifrael as well as
Judah, in virtue of the grant of Efarhaddon to his grandfather Ma-
nafleh, but who, according to oriental maxims above explained,
fthould feem to have confidered himfelf as homager rather to the
Aflyrian nation, than to the perfon or family of the king*.
pafled at leaft, not only as an obedient, but zealous vaffal under the
{overeign jurifdition of Nebopolaflar ; and with a fpirit congenial to
the warmth with which he exerted himfelf for the purity of religioss
worthip, determined to fhew fidelity to his lord paramount by refift-
ing the Egyptian invafion. But this generous prince, whofe virtues
deferved a better fate, was defeated and flain in the plain of Megiddo
in Samaria **,

Necos, without halting to make conquefts in Paleftine, haftened
by rapid marches to northern Mefopotamia, and having repelled the
Babylonians, who oppofed his paflage of the Euphrates at Thap-
facus, made himfelf mafter of the important city of Carchemifh or
Circefium *° on the confluence of the Chaboras with that great river.
Having garrifoned a place well {ituate for facilitating further con-
quefts, he returned in a few months to Paleftine, affaulted and took
Jerufalem, then known by its eaftern name Kadytis “the Holy,”
depofed the new king whom the Jews had ecleed, a-fon of their
admired Jofiah, and fubftituted in his fltead Jehoiakim another fon
of that much lamented prince, on condition of an annual tribute ***
valued at fifty-two thoufand pounds fterling,

He g

* 2 Kings, ¢. xxui. and 2z Chronicles,
. XXXVe

* In this manzer Netocris, (of whom
hereafter,) Rood in the place of the ancient
kings of Affyria. Conf. Herodot. 1. i. c.106.
and c. 185|.

% 3 Chrenicles, ¢. xxxv. v. 22. and Jo-
fephus, 1 x. c. 15. Herodotus, 1.1, ¢. 159, fays
the battle was fought at Magdolus, There

is a place of this name in Antonine’s
Itmerary, diftant 12 miles from Pe-
lufiam and the Egyptian frontier. Ir is
mentioned under the name of Migdol,
Exodus, c. xiv. v. 2. and Jeremuah, c. xlvi.
V. 14,

“ Jofephus Antig. L x. c. 6.

™ 2 Kings, ¢ xxiii. apd 2 Chronicles,
€ XXXV

The.
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The rapid fuccefs of Necos made Nebopolaffar, who was himfelf

‘o—~—— far advanced in years, allociate to his government his fon Nebuchad-

Nebugchoode
Nerdr alie
¢ ated to las
fcher’s po-
VAL L.

He {ortns an
enrine nt
gilcuce in
ciopota-
mi ;.EODc-
foription of
that country,

nezzar, a name equally illuftrious though not equally terrible in
facred and prophane hiftory, fince Greek writers, in their occafional
mention of him, prefer his fuccefsful valour to that of their greateft
heroes ™. During the tranfa&ions of Necos in Paleftine, the young
Babylonian had been fharpening a weapon of defence deftined to be
converted by him into an inftrument of decifive viQtories and im.
portant conquefts.

The wide-fpreading region of Mefopotamia, northward of
the narrow but rich and populous territory contiguous to Babylon
and Nineveh, was fometimes referred by Greck hifterians to the
different countries from which it appeared to have been peopled.
The northern parts were frequently called Armenia: the fouthern
were afcribed to Syriaj and the great central defert, to Arabia, The
whole tra& of land formed, as it were, a great triangle, whofe fum-
mit was the narrow ifthmus near Nineveh before defcribed ; whofe
fides were the Tigris and Euphrates ; and whole bafe repofed on the
chain of mount Mafius, its common frontier with Armenia. In the
northern divifion and near vicinity of the mountains, we are alrcady
acquainted with the hiftory of Zobah, or Nifibis, a city which we
fhall fee embellifhed as well as firongly fortified by the {irft Syrian
fucceflor of Alexander, under the name of Antioch, and diftinguifhed
from other cities of that name by the epithet Mygdonian, from the
river Mygdonius which wafhed its walls ***. - After the deftru&ion
of the Grecian kings of the Eaft, Nifibis refumed its old oriental
appellation, denoting a military poft or place of arms, and as fuch,
we thall fee hereafter, was long occupied by the Romans, forming
their main bulwark againft the Parthians. Mefopotamia in approch-

" Megafthenes apud Jofeph Cont, Apion. droforus
Conf Antiq Judaic-l. x.c. 11, and Strabo, ! Toaylor mo ws vy muxu xopor.  Jullan
L xv. p. 678, He calls him Nauoko. Orat, 1. de Nifib, P 22 ]

ing
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ing the fhores of its great rivers, changed fuddenly from a defert to
a country of confiderable fertility, and was early improved by agri-
culture, and planted with cities, which, being enlarged and adorned
by Alexander and his fucceflors, received univerfally Grecian names,
thoygh really of Afiatic origin. Carrhz, as well as Carchemis, or
Circefi ium, of both which we have already fpoken, retained enough
of their primitive found to evince their true extraltion; a purer
Grecian origin feems indicated in Edefla, Anthemulias, Nicephorium,
Apamea, and other places of lefs note, though many of thefe alfo
had fubfified at periods long anterior to the Macedonian dominion in
Afa.

The watery and mountainous parts of Mefopotamia have under-
gone many changes, but the dry central region has remained uni-
formly the fame, inhabited by roving Arabs, mixed, as we fhall fee,
occafionally with fiercer wanderers from Scythia. The nature of the
country, indeed, admitted of none but Nomades for its mafters. It
was a vaft unvaried plain, deftitute of trees and rivers, but abound-
ing in wormwood and other ftrong-fcented fhrubs®« It produced
vaft flocks of a bird called Otis, a fhort and heavy flyer, yet its
fleth of the higheft flavour; and not {maller troops of oftriches,
which, however, it was difficult to catch, {o nimbly did thley fkim
the ground, ufing their wings fkillfully as fails to navigate the fandy
ocean. The moft defert fpots of Mefopotamia were enlivened by
herds of wild goats and wild affes ** as they are called by Xenophon,
but the animal itfelf is defcribed by Ariftotle *, and recognized by
our naturalifts in the Dfiggetai, no longer feen in thofe fouthern
parts, and now frequent in the remote northern deferts of eaftern
Tartary **. The Dfiggetai out-ftripped the {wifteft horfe; but the
nimble fugitive was entrapped by gins, or caught by artful and long
continued purfuit®'. Armenia and other neighbouring provinces

4 Xenoph. Anabas, 1, i. p. 255 edit. ¥ Hiftor. Animal. L. vi. <. 36.

Leuncl. # Pallas. Neue Nordithe Beytrage.

a5 Ibid. st Xennpb..\i). 256,
YOL. 1. T had
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had recently been invaded, as we have feen, from Scythia, whofe
roving hordes ftill lay in watch, as it were, to renew their ravages in
fouthern Afia. Mafter of the fpoils of Nineveh, Nebuchadnezzar
was pofleffed of a magnet calculated to attract greater {warms than
ever from this vaft northern hive. They were divided into many,
different tribes often hoftile to each other, but the name of Chal-
dzans was beftowed on all thofe whom the valour and generofity of
Nebuchadnezzar drew into his fervice, whether becaufe great part
of them really defcended from that region of Taurus called Chaldaa,
whofe natives the Chalybeans ftood in the fame relation as armourers®»
to the Scythians, that the Turks are known afterwards to have borne
to the Tartars **°, or becaufe a colony of thofe Chalybeans or Chaldzans
about a century before this period, was eftablifhed in the fouth-weftern
diftri&t of Babylonia, and thereby induced to betake themfelves to a
fettled agricultural life ™. It might naturally be expefled that the
great body of the nation would be called by that name already moft
familiar in fouthern Afia, and which muft have prevailed from the
carlieft antiquity, fince the facerdotal caft in Babylon, priefts of
Belus, men of polifhed manners and high attainments ***, were con-
ne@ed, at léaft in name, with the rude mountaineers between the
Euxine and Cafpian, a nation more ftubborn than the iron which
they forged . That branches of mankind fo diffimilar in manners
and charater, really proceeded from the fame ftock, hiftory does
not warrant us to affert ; but there is the fureft teffimony that the
conquering Chaldees, of whom Nebuchadnezzar became general and
king, were a northern people, Scythians *** by blood and country,
in their manners, habits, and mercilefs fury. With this infirument
of viGtory we fhall fee him eflablith at Babylon an empire necarly

2 Xenoph. Anabas, L v. p.354. and Iaiah, c. xxiii. p.13. Conf. Jerc-

Strabo, 1. xii. p. 549. mizh, c.i. v. 13.
#o Gee above, p. 42. Conf. Abulghazi  ** Diodorus, L ii. ¢. 29. & feq,
Khan Hiftor. Gencolog. des Tatarsy p., il  *” Xenoph. and Strabo, ibid.
5. 2 Jeremially ¢, iv v.13- andc. xv. v. 124

commenfurate
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commenf{urate in the weft and fouth with what was to be the future
exten{ion of Saracen power. The Medcs, after the deftruttion of
Nineveb, reigned without a rival in the Eaft ; and as their incurfions
reached the Greek colonies on the Euxine, the name of the Medes
chiefly is confpicuous in Greek hiftory, while the contemporary re-
nown of Nebuchadnezzar was far more terrible among the Jews, the
Pheenigians, and other inhabitants of Syria.

With Cyaxares, or the Medes, through whofe co-operations his
father had obtained independent fovereignty, Nebuchadnezzar it
fhould feem, during his reign of forty-five years, had never any hoflile
collifion. His firft undertaking was the recovery of Circefium
from the Egyptians, an enterprize for which, as Necos had ftrongly
fortified the place, the ftyle of Scythian war might appear to be very
imperfely adapted. But Nebuchadnezzar, befides being aided in
the fiege by his more fkilful Babylonians, was one of thofe extra-
ordinary men, who, like fome Tartar conquerors in modern times,
have rendered their barbarous followers not lefs perfevering in induf~
try than they are naturally prompt in aétion: who taught them to
build walls and bridges, to conftru& engines of war, in a word, to
perform all thofe laborious tafks **, independently of which mere
prowefs in battle never made a great conqueror. Necos, however,
had time to come to the affiftance of Circelium with the united
ftrength of his allies ; Lybians and Ethiopians, cavalry and chariots,
archers and fpearmen, all the incongruous affemblage ** of party
coloured Africa. In the two armies refpe@ively, the fierce Nomades
were pre-eminent, Ethiopians and Scythians, bardened offspring of
burning fands, and bleak deferts, prepared to join in a mergilefs con-
fli& of which the incidents are rather indicated than defcribed, but
indicated by fuch pi&urefque fymbols, as furpafs in power and effect
the moft ample narrative. The overflowing numbers of the Egyp-

=5 See Cherefedden’s Life of Tamerlane 15 Jeremiah ¢, xxv. v, 9.
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tians are reprefented by the inundation of their river *’.  But Nebu-

‘e~ chadnezzar ftays their impetuous tide, towering like mount Tabor ***

Vi&ory of
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NEAZAr.

above the adjacent plain, or Carmel refifting the fea, and bidding
defiance to its raging waves **, The great dragon of the Nile darts
forth with his rattling ferpents ; but the Chaldzans hew down their
wood **, bate their lurking places, and thus render thofe wily and
envenomed montfters a bloody prey to the parting fteel.

In this figurative language we difcern the ruinous dcfeat of Necos.
Circefium was recovered; the Egyptians were purfued through
Syria; their countrympen were expelled from the firong-holds which

.they had occupied there: and, with the illuftrious exceptions of

Jerufalem and Tyre, Nebuchadnezzar gained the whole of Syria
from the Euphrates to the river of Egypt; a magnificent name for
the thallow torrent of Sihor*”, forming the common boundary of
Egypt, Paleftine, and the ftony Arabia.

¥7 Jeremiah, c.xxvi. v. 8. B Genefis, ¢, xv. v, to. Jofhua, c. xv.
** 1bid, v 18, v. 3. Conf. Hieronym, in Amos, ¢ vi.
2 Ezekiel, ¢. xxjx. v, 3. 1 Kings, c, viii. v, 65,

¥ Jeremiah, c. xlvis v, 23.

PRE-
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SECTION IV.

Nebuchadnezzar's estenjive Conquefts in Africa.~His Invafion of Syrig.——
Defeription and Hiftory of that Country.— Babylonifly Captivity.—Importance
of the Jews in Macedonian Hiftory.—The two Tyres.— Commercial Connections
of the Phanicians.~Tari¢ffus.—The Caffcterides.mmOpbit.—Saba.~—Poitical
State of the Pbhanicians.~-Their Manufaltures and Inventions,—DeBruition
of the great Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar.—His Invafion of Egypt.—Hiftory of
the Eaft between the Reigns of Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander.— Babylon.—
Magnitude, Populoufnfs, Manufatures, Commerce, and Manners.

ROM the xra of Nebuchadnezzar’s victory over Necos at Cir- g C.T.
cefium, his reign of nearly half a century confifted chiefly of  IV:
a long feries of diftant invafions, fierce encounters, laborious cam- Nebuchad-
paigns, and perfevering fieges. Emulous of Tarako the Ethiopian, tentve o

tenfive con~

he fpread his dominion over both fides of the Red Sea; rendered “f"r[;‘c’;“
Egypt tributary ; and pervaded the broad extent of Africa to the
pillars of Hercules'. In thefe perpetual expeditions, many a rich
temple, the feat of traffic and fuperftition, fell a prey to his rapacious
followers, and to his own unprincipled purpofe of decking the new
capital of Aflyria with the fpoils of every ftrong-hold whofe opulence
provoked his enmity. But we are informed of the event only,

without learting the incidents in this remote and comparatively

Strabo, L xvi. p. 637. Conf. Bzekiel, ¢, xxx. and xxxix.
barbarous,
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barbarous, warfare. A deeper intereft is excited by his invafion of
Syria. He is the firft ;prince who reduced into fubjeion all the
variouns divifions of that country, deftined colle&ively, as we fhall
fee hercafter, to form a powerful Greek kingdom under the dynafty
of the Seleucide, defcendants of Seleucus Nicator, the moft for-
tunate of Alexander’s captains.

Long preceding this new dynafty on the banks of the Orontes,
the native Syrians had cultivated arts, and attained opulence. They
were tributaries to the warlike David, king of Ifrael ; and after the
misfortunes of the houfe of David, they fubmitted to the kings of
Nineveh, The interval between thele calamitous ®ras formed that
period of Syrian fplendour ; in which, Hadad and Hazael {ucceflive
“ kings of Syria at Damafcus,” having obtained a paramount jurif-
di&ion over neighbouring cities *, were occafionally employed againft
them as inftruments of divine chaftifement®. During the fpace of
an hundred years, the names of Hadad and Hazael fo terrible to the
Hebrews, were proportionally revered by the Syrians, who finally
enrolled them among their gods, and continued as fuch to worfhip
them even down to the reign of the Roman emperor Vefpafian*.
With thofe brilliant reigns, the glory of Damafcus fet: the Syrians
funk in fuperflition and foftnefs, ceafed for ever to be the hunters,
and continued thenceforward the unrefifting prey ; but the Phoeni-
cians 1ong eftablifhed on their coafts, and the Jews poflefling part of
the inland country, will demand attention in the immediately follow-
ing, and in many fubfequent parts of this work; befides that the
peculiarities and prerogatives of.Jerufalem give to it a real and pere
manent intereft furpaffing the tranfient glory of the greateft monar-

* Comp. 1 Xings, c. xv. v,20. and c.xxi. Ipeaking of deification, he fays * the fucce
Y. Lo fors of Alexander were the firlt objeds of
* 2 Kings, c. xiit. v. 30 this impious and fervile mode of adulation.”
* Wiuypswor avros 7e § Adudo; xeu Afvhosal; Oie  Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,
wiwwras. Jofephus Antig. . ix. ¢, 14, p. 404. Vol i. ¢. 3.
Mr. Gibbon, therefore, is miftaken when in

chies,
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chies. Itis fir, therefore, briefly to defcribe the charateriftic features
of a country that continued the fcene of memorable tranfa&ions.
In the whole of its extent of four hundred miles embracing the
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mountains, running for the moft part parallel to the fea, and to each
other, and fending forth innumerable branches, which {ometimes
terminate abruptly, but oftener gradually fubfide into warm and well
watered vallies. Towards the middle of the broad line, Libanus and
Anti Libanus, inclofing the diftri&t of Calefyria, of which Damafcus
was the capital, rife to the height of nine thoufand feet, an altitude
double to that of Benneves the higheft mountain in Scotland, but
little more than one half the elevation of Mount Blanc, the lofticlt in
the Alps. The region of Libanus overtopping* all the country on
either fide, feparates the waters of Syria, and thereby clearly diftin-
guifhes into large and bold groups the divifions of its geography. From
the heart ® of thole mountains the Orontes flows northward fifteen
days journey, before it joins the Mecditerranean: and about one half
that fpace, the Jordan’ runs to the fouth, until it mixes its {weet
waters with .the bitternefs of the lake Afphaltites, called from its pef-
tiferous qualities the Dead Sea®. The northern valley of the Orontes
with all the cultivable country inland towards the Euphrates and the
defert, was the portion of Syria peculiarly adorned by the Greeks,
and named Tetrapolis, from its four principal cities ; Scleucia, Lao-

5 The higheft part of Libanus or Lebanon,
is called in Scripture Heemon. This wef-
tern chain, producing cedars, is fcparated by
vallies and rivers from Anti Libanus, called
by the Arabs, Senner, thatis, * the moun-
tain of fire.” Ezekiel, c. xxvii. v. 5, with
Michelis’ notes. How could Mr. Volaey in
commenting on this word fay, ‘ Sennir,
peutétre, le mont Sannine.” Volney, Erat
Politique de la Syrie, p. 304,

¢ Orontes natus inter Libanum et Anti
Libanum juxta Hcliopolim. Plin. Nat, Hift,

1. v.c. 42,

7 Jofephus de Bell. Jud. L iii. c. 35. He
calls the mountain from whence it defcends,
Paneus.

& Mare Mortuum, a quo nihil poterat effe
vitale. Hierofiym. in Ezckiel, c. xlvii, v, 8.
Jultin, xxsvi 3. fays * propter magnitudi-
nem, et aquz immobilitatem, mare mortuum
dicitur.” But in this he is miftuken, fince
the Greeks called it farzoew wxgx, though
that epithet is not applied by them to ftag~
nant water. Paufanias Bliac.

docea,
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docea, Aparaea and Antioch. The .fhorter fouthern valley of the

oy Jordan, with many adjacent diftriis on both fades that river, formed

Inlabitants.
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Nebuchad-

NELTAT

B. C. 6os.

Paleflinian Syria o, the Land of Fromife. Libanus and Anti Libanus
overhanging Caxlofyria ‘with their waving forefts formed the lofty
inland boundary between the two countries jult mentioned ; both of
which.extended at their remote extremities to the Mediterranean, but
in their contiguous and more central parts wene excluded from that
fea for two hundred miles, by a long line of maritime cit es, com-
pofing the Pheenician confederacy. Such were the divifions of a
territory, inbabited by Syrians in the north, and Jews in the fouth,
both confidered as inland nations in comparifon with the Pheenicians,
who held pofeflion of the more ufeful part of the coaft, and of the
ornly confiderable harbours which fublilfted in the country before the
Macedonian conqueft. .

The Syrians had been long inured to the yoke of Nineveh, and
fathioned to that foftnefs and fervitude, which made them eafily admit
the fucteeding yoke of Babylon. The Pheenicians ™ as well as Jews
had fmarted under the fcourge of the former tyrannical capital: and, as
both nations were united in their- higheR profperity, under the glo-
rious reigns of David and Solomon, zealous and unalterable allies to
Hiraom king of Tyre®, fo both. were levelled by Nebuchadnezzar in
{eemingly inextricable calamity.

Shortly after thav prince defeated the Egyptians at Circefium, he
befieged and took Jerufalem, made king Jehoiakim his prifoner, de-
fpoiled the temple of fome of its sicheft ornaments, and carried into
captivity to Babylon; the faireft: and moft intelligent youths of noble

° The expreflion “ Syrian Palefline,” or
Syria of Paleftine 1s impropet, becanfe it if-
plies, that 8yria belongs to Palsftipe, and
not {which is the truth) that Palefline isa

But, in the phrafg ek Zugn, the latter
word feemed the fitter epithet on account of
its terminmtion ; which has Gccalioned the
nniverfal error of tranflators.

part of Byria. The Greeks faid « Palef-
tinian 8yrin* as they did Ceele Byriay, Coms-
magenian Syria, &c. Herodotas, L 1. p. 105.
{lonf, Arrian, Evped. Alexand. l.8ii.' <. 25,

1o Jofephus Antig. Judiac. L. ix. ¢. 14.
* Conf. ¢ Samuel, ¢ v. v. 15, & 1 Kings,
e, ve v. 8. B. C. 1048—3014.

defcent,
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defcent, to be infiru@ed for three years in the language and learning
of the Chaldxan priefts, that they might be fitted to ferve the king and
fiand in his prefence ®. From this event, hiftorians date the capti-
vity of the Jews in Babylon, though the misfortunes of that people
did not receive their completion until eighteen years afterwards, when
the temple was burned, the city defolated and demolithed, and the
vaffal king Zedekiah dragged away in fetters, with all thofe of his
fubjcéts, deemed dangerous at home, or qualified to prove ufeful
abroad to their new mafter 2, None but miferable peafants were left
in the land ; which remained during fifty-two years in the condition
of a great farm under the ftewards of Nebuchadnezzar, The meaner
claffes of men fill left behind in Paleftine, were the lefs likely to
create jealoufy, becaufein the former tranfplantation of the ten tribes,
the place of expatriated Ifraclites had been fupplied by Cuthzans,
ftrangers from the Eaft'4, who, having partially joined with the na-
tives in incongruous rites and manners, formed with them the mixed
and mungrel nation of Samaritans; a nation held heathenifh by the
Jews, though treated as Jews by the heathens.
" A 'moft improbable event happened, and was brought about by an
inftrument, and at a time clearly {pecified in prophecy . At the end
of feventy years, Cyrus reftored the Hebrews to their country. Asthe
greateft and moft diftinguithed portion of the exiles thus reinftated
in their inheritance, belonged to the tribe of Judah, the name of Jews
thenceforward prevailed ; under which the nation, fallen from the rank

of a kingdom, began to be governed in their domeftic concerns,’

chiefly by their high priefts; though completely fubordinate as to
their contingents in war, and their pecuaiary contributions, to the
great powers who held fucceffively the empire of Afia. This form
of an ecclefiaftical government st home, dependent on a civil or ra-

2 Dantel, ¢. 1. 2 Kinss, ¢. xxiv. 2 Chro« ¢. xxv.v. 11, 12, and Jeremiah, c. Lt
picles, c. xxxvi. 4 Jofephus Antiq. L. xi. c. 14.

4 Conf. 2 Kings, cv xxiv. v. 14. and % 1fziab, o xlv. v. &
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ther military povernment abroad, of which we have feen feveral ex-
amples from Babyloa to Peflinus inclufively, fhould appear to have
deceived Herodotus. That hiftorian vifited Jerufalem, which he calls
by its oriental name Kadytis ™ the IIoly, a name {ill prevalent in the
Eaft. But the Jewifh priefts being as niggardly of truths, as the
Egyptian priefts had been lavifh of lies, the inquilitive Greek en-
joyed not any opportunity of learning the internal arrangements, the
ceconomy and hiftory of the facred city. He pafles over thele {ub-
jeéts with an otherwife incomprehenfible filence, viewing the king-
dom of David and Solomon with as little intereft as he had formerly
beheld the prieftly governments (for that of Babylon was in his time
abolifhed) of Olbus and Peflinus, of Comana and Morimena,

With equal difregard from Greek hiftorians 7, the Jews pafled from
the dominion of the Perfians, to that of the'@weeks and Macedonians,
and continued thenceforward te yield obedience to thofe fucccffors of
Alexander in Egypt and Syria, who alternately {wayed the politics of
Lower Afia; until theill advifed decree of conformity by Antiochus
Epiphanes, the feventh® Syrian fucceflor of Alexander, command~
ing them to comply with the eftablithed rites of Grecian {uper-
flition. Injured ia this tender point, they, whofe religious immu-
nity had been the price and bond of allegiance, raifed the flandard of
rebellion ; and, in afferting not only the freedom, but the exclufive
propriety and dignity of their national worfhip, vindicated the infti-
tutions of Mofes, and precipitated the downfal of the Syrian monar~
chy. In this defperate warfave their valour and perfeverance awaken-~
ed Grecian curiofity to flill fubfifting peculiarities among the Jews as
well as to their antient and memorable hiftory. The work of Heca~
teus of Abdera, a follower of Alexander, who had examined the
affairs of Paleftine, ata much earlier period with attention and impar-

* Heroaat. L. ii. a, 159 & L. iii. c. 5. that decree, in the year 216 before Cbrfﬂ

‘? Arrian, Exped. Alexand. l. il . 25. Prolemy Philopator was difgraced by a fhore

¥ Antiochus’ decree was iflucd 168 years lived and dif; tﬁmus regulation of the fame
before Chrift, Nearly half a century before  kind, as will be feen in the feque).

tiality,
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tiality *, Is unfortunately loft, and the lofa is for ever n be regretted;
fince the notices of other Greeks, preferved chiefly in Diodorus and
Btrabo, refledt but a broken and diftorted image of the facred records,
elthough they concur in bearing teRimony to the power and popu-
loufnefs of the Jews, their momentous tranfadtions and extraordinary
inftitutions ™,

Of all the nations of antiquity next to the Jews themfelves, there
is none more worthy of liberal curiofity than their neighbours the
Pheenicians, whole irreparable misfortunes immediately followed their
own, '1yre on the continent deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, .was a
very different place fram the fmall city on a rocky ifland fcarcely a
mile diftant from the coalt, taken after a fiege of feven months by
Alexander™, Infular Tyre was confined to an oval and elevated
fpot, now covered with black earth, eight hundred paces long, and
four hundred broad, and could never excesd two -miles in circym-
ference. But Tyre on the oppofite coaft was a city of vaft extent,
fince many centuries after its demalition, the thinly inhabited ruins
meafured nineteen miles round™ including the populous ifland or
rather rock in its neighbourhood, whofe houfes for want of room on
the carth, rofe msiy ftories into the air, The Tyrians conquered by
Alexander were al{o a very diflerent people from thofe deftroyed,
enflaved, or expelled by the king of Babylen. The Macedonian in
facking Tyre, revenged not only the abominable cruelties recently
committed againft his own countrymen, but the bloody infurredion
of Tyrian {laves then pofleffed of the city, againft indulgent and un-
fufpe@ing mafters*, The Babylonian drove from their country the
more illuftrious anceltors of thofe mafters themfelves; men equally
confpicuous for their attainments in arts, and their atchievements in

" Jofeph. Antiq. . i, c. 8. Eufeb. Pree 7 Hiflory of Ancient Greeee, v. iv. c. g8,

parat. Evangel. 1 ix. and Origen conts CeJi # Plin 1 v. c. 19, Conf. Strabo, 1, xvi.
$ 5 pe 13 ; : p- 738
* Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 750, and Diodor. 1. 1. % Juftin, L xviii. c. 1,

4. 7. and in Fragment. Libror, 3xxv and xl.
U2 arms
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arms; who notwithftanding the deftrution of their government and
their capital, left a numerous progeny of colonies on their own
model, to refcue and perpetuate their renown; and whofe example
was of much importance to Alexander, in fuggefting the means of
completing by fea as well as land, the vaft commer.ial chainin which
he had purpofed to bind the remoteft countries of antiquity.

In a former part of this furvey, we defcribed the fettlement of the
Phaenicians on the coaft of Syria, and conlidered their maritime
traffic there, as an appendage to the great earravan trade carried on
through Afiaand Africa**. The nature and intent of this fettlement
on the thore of the Mediterranean, are well, calculated to confirm
the obfervation that the further back we remount in the hiftory of
Afia, we thall find chara&ters the worthier of our efteem. The
Pheenicians were a colony® of Sabzans, an induftrious feafaring
people of Arabia, not lefs ingenious than enterprifing, and of whom
we have before fpoken as fingularly attentive to the culture of their
language, and holding public competitions in poetry, {carcely lefs
memorable than the Pythian gimes in Greece® Rivalling the
Greeks in tafte for the fine arts, the Sabzans, and particularly their
colonifts, the Pheenicians, were flill further ennobled by zeal for equal
laws and political Hberty. Sidon, the firft fettlement of the Phoeni-
cians on the coaft which borfowed their name, remounts to the age of
Abram*": Tyre followed it perhaps * at no great diftance of time ;
and upwards of twelve centuries before Chrift, they had founded other
colonies and built other feaports, each governed apart by its own

“ Homer, Iliad, 1. vi. v. 2g0 & Odyfl.
L xv.v, 419.~424., By means of this com-
munication, it is not impoffible that Indiun
ivory might have adorned the palace of
Menetavs, Odyfl. L iv. v, 70. et feq,

* Herodot. ). i, ¢. i.

™ Vid. Schultens. Przfac. ad Monument.
:e:;ft. Arab, and Pococke Specileg. Hilt.

rab,

? Conf, Genefis, ¢. x. v. 15, and c. xii
v. 6.

#* Herodot. 1. iis c. 44. But the priefls
of the Tyrian Hercules indulged the vanity
prevalent, as we havefeen, inall foch colleges
Jofephus, Antiq. 1. viii. ¢. 3. makes the
foundation of Tyre precede by only 240
yoars, thag of Solomon’s Temple.

kings
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kings or judges, whofe official authority was fo ftrictly limired, that
it is fcarcely to be diftinguifhed from that of eleGive and refponfible
magifirates. Under the influence of fuch inflitutions, the. citizens
of Tyre and Sidon gradually became great merchants trading on
large capitals, at the various exiremities of the commercial world,
which, according to the obfervation of Herodotus, were difcovered
meft to abound ** in precious commodities. The hiftorian’s remark
is juftified by a fhort enumeration of articles ; the gold and ebony
of Ethiopia, the fpices, gems, and ivory of India, the perfumes and
drugs of Arabia, the filver of Tarteffus or Spain™. To thefe the
Phaenicians added flaves from Caucafus,.horfes and furs from Scy-
thia, the amber of Pruffia, and the tin of Britain™. There was
fcarcely a commodity cither of ornament, or ufe, which found not a
place in their markets, and fcarcely a fhore, however remote, which
they did not lay under commercial contribution, after they had
eftablithed convenient halting places for reaching it by a coafting
navigation *’.  Of thefe halting places, as well as of the principal
goals or markets to which they led, the notices in ancient hiftory
are more numerous than might be expe@ed from authors chi¢fly
occupied about wars and conquefts.

In examining in-a former wark, the coldnization of the Greeks ”,
we fcarcely touched at an ifland in the Mediterranean, without dif-
covering fa&ories and forts of the Pheenicians, or clear veftiges of
the mining and other ftubborn, exertions of that indefatigable people,
Cyprus had been cultivated by their induftry *, before it was embel-

» Herodot. 1. iii. c. 106. and c. 114.

# Tarteffus and Ethiopia are called par-
ticularly “*the extremities of the world.”
Homer Odyfl. 1. iv. v. 563.

Eig nAugics midiov xéth THgaTea yaings
Conf Strabo, L. iii. p. 150, For Ethiopia,
fee Matthew, c. xii. v. 42.

» E..kiel, c.xxvii. Exodus, xxx. v, 23.
24 Merodot. Li, e 163. L iii. e, 15,
Strabn, Liii. p. 145

# See Gefner Commentar. de Eleétro

Veternm, et de Navigationibus extra Colum.
nas Herculis, and the fame fubje@ treated
in a {lill more fatisfaltory manner by Heeren
in his Ideen, &c. p. 767. & feq. I am par-
ticularly indebted to Mr. Heeren, though
this part of my work was rough-hewn be-
fore his publication appeared.
# Hiftory of Ancient Grecce, pafim.
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lithed by the elegance of Greece, In Crete the Phoeniclan flory of
Europa is anterior** to the age of the Greek Minos, The moft
accurate of hiftorians within the narrow limite prefcribed to his nar.
rative, attefts the immemorial fettlement of Phocniclans in Sicily *,
In purfuing this dire@ion from eaft to wefl, Sardinia and the Balearic
ifles filled up the long infular chain of their forts and fettlements,
finally terminating in Tarteffus, the ifle of Cadiz near the pillars of
Hercules ¥.  Their eftablithments on the northern coaft of Africa
are not lefs memorable. A fmall part of that coaft, nearclt to Pheeni.
.cia, was cxcluded from navigation by the faperflition or jealoufy of
-the Egyptians, But we have the authority of Ariftotle, not lefs
weighty in hiflory than it formerly * was in philofophy, for placing
the foundation of Attica two hundred and eighty-feven years before
that of Carthage, that is, eleven hundred and fifty-fix years before
the Chriftian zra: a date which, according to that author, was co-
pied from the Phcenician records . Around Utica their eldeft
daughter, and Carthage their faireft and proudeft, threc hundred
colonies were faid to have diffufed themfelves on both {ides collec-
tively, and the report feems to be credited by a great geographer *
feldom accufed of exaggeration. Many of thofe fettlements became
important in themfelves through domeftic induftry and foreign com-
merce: Carthage, cultivating fuch purfuits in an extenfive territory,
far furpafled the power of her metropolis: but in early times all
thofe African eftablithments derived no fmall fhare of their import-
ance from being, as it were, ftepping flones to the Andalufian coaft,
which, if Ethiopia formed the Brazils, was the Peru and Mexico

# Lucian de Dea Syria fub init. Conf.
Diodor. I iv. {. 8o.

¥ Thucydid. . vii. c. 2. & feq.

7 Diodor. L v, f. 15. In Sardinia, Tar-
teffus, &c. facrifices were inftituted to the
Pheenician Hercules, and performed accord-
ing to Phenician forms or cultoms 7ag 7o
Bowroy dios Somupoms,  Diodor. 1. v, £ 20,

# I mean not in the fcholaltic ages when
nonfenfe paffed for philofophy, but in thofe
of Alexander and Auguftus, the moft fplen-
did, und imelleBually the moit 1efined, M
hiftory.

» Ariftot. de Mirabil. Aufeuk, Opera,
tom. i. p. 1165

# Strabo, 1. avii. p. 826,
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of .antiquity, During the flourifhing ages of Tyre in particular,
which muft have lafted nearly five centuries before its defiru&ion by
Nebuchadnezzar, filver contiaued cver to be the principal obje& as
well a8 inftrument of Phoenician *' traffic: and had been diffufed by
the Tyrians fo copioufly over the Eaftern continent, that the reve-
nues of all the fatrapies, except India and Ethiopia, were paid in
filver only *,
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In trading with Egyptian and Aflyrian wares along the fhores of Taricfus.

the Mediterranean, as they are defcribed in remoteft times by Homer
and Herodotus, the Phesnicians were carried accidentally to Tartel~
fus, which is varioufly mentioned as a city, a river, and a country ;
and which feems originally to have denoted the fmall ifland between
two branches of the Guadalquiver *' (fettlements of that fecure kind,
being always preferred by the Phoenicians **), which gradually ex-
tended its name with the diffufion of colonies over the adjacent ter-
ritory. In this delicious portion of the Spanith coaft (I fpeak at the
diftance of thirty years with a frefh remembrance of its charms), the
enterprifing traders are faid to have met with obje@s calculated to
afford unbounded fcope to their mercantile {peculations. For the
cheapeft trinkets, they reccived vaft quantities of filver in exchange ;
a circumftance not extraordinary, if we believe that among the
natives of the country, the vileft utenfils and even the mangers ** for
their horfes confifted of this precious metal. The Pheenicians muft
have laid in a full cargo, before they could think, as is faid, of fepa-
rating the lead from their anchors, that they might load them alfo
with filver* Such reports may be partly fititious; vain exagge-

4 Eazekiel, c. xgvit. v. 2. The wordsarc  * The ifle of Cadiz for the fake of filver 3

rendered clearly by Michaclis, ¢ Doch
wavens immer die Spanifhen fchiffe das
hauptwerk deiner handlung,” Conf. 1 Mac-
cabees, c. viii. v. 3. '

+ Herodotus, 1. iii. ¢ 89 & feq.

# Diodor. I, v. f. 20. Conf. Velleius Pa~
terqglus, Lic ¢ 2.

Nordland, an ifle of Denmark, for the fake
of amber ; Scilly for tin, &c.

# Couf. Strabo, L. iii. p. 224. and Diodcr.
Liii. £ 360 with Weflelingius’s note.

“ Ariftor. de Mirabil. Aufcult, Opera.
tom. i. p. 1163. Conf. Herodot, L. i. c. 163.
and Diodor, L v. {. 35.
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rations refembling thofe te which {imilar circumftances gave birth
upon the firft difcovery of America; but as they are tranfmitted by
authors of much ‘difcernment, they attcft fuch riches in Spain in
remote antiquity, as were fufficient to render that country the prine
cipal goal-of the Pheenicians in their weftern traffic.

Gpain 1s faid to have produced tin*' as well as filver, Bur the
Phaenicians, with their unceafing a@ivity in examining every coalt
‘which offered a hope of gain, foon difcovered morc copious fources
of an article at all times and places of various and indifpeniable ule,
but particularly in requeft among the warlike natlons of the Eaft for
hardenjng their copper and making it fupply the place of iron in
weapons *'.  For colle@ting tin in abundance, the hardy navigators
formed fettlements on the Scilly iflands, and perhaps “alfo necar to
fome of thofe promontories and peninfulas on the coalt of Cornwall,
which exhibiting to fhips at {ea the appearance of ifles not unlike
thofe of Scilly, were colle@ively with them named the Caffitcrides **,

Carcful as the Pheenicians were to conceal their profitable voyages,
it was impoffible for them to difguife their navigation for filver to
Spain through the well known courfe of the Mediterranean. But
they long endeavoured to throw-a veil over their trade to Britain
for the bafer metals of lead and tin. In his anxiéty to preferve the
monopoly of thefe articles to his country, a Phoenician captain per-
ceiving himfelf t0-be followed by a foreign veflel, contrived to make
‘his fhip bulge on fhallows ; his crew perifhed ; the captain was faved
on the wreck, and his bold act of patriotifm was remunerated by his®
fellow citizens*, ‘The Caffiterides were confidered as fituated at the

# Strabo, 1.iit, p. 149, Diodor. Lv. refted by Camden and others,
f. 3%0. and Plin. L. xxxiv. c. 16, * Not, however, with the generofity of
# Their armour offenfive and defenfive, DBritith merchants, if he received only the
thas been found, on analyfis, to contain cop~ value of his loft eargo. Strabo, I fii, ps 175,
per and tin. 176. But the phrafe fhould be conftrued
® Strabo, ). jii. p. 175. makes the Caf- liberally, that the captain received due com=
fiverides ten in number. 'This exror is cor-  penfation.

extremitics’
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extremities of the north, but the Pheenicians, if they did uot really
navigate the Baltic, at lealt procured from its fhores the admired

article of amler*; a commodity then dcemed more precious than

gold.

But this great idol (not of the commercial world alonce), appears
next to filver to have been the principal import of the Tyrians, The
long friendfhip between David and Solomon kings of the Hebrews
with Hiram king of Tyre, offered an opportunity to the facred
Liftorian of mentioning two celebrated voyages of Hiram’s fubje@s:
namely, that to Tarfhith or Tarteflus above defcribed, by the Medi-
terranean ; and that to Ophir on the eaftern coaft of Africa, by the
Red Sea. The fhips to Tarfhith on the occafion particularly fpeci-
fied, proceeded fouthward to the coaft of Guinea, and together with
Spanifh filver, brought home the ufual purchafs on that coaft to
the prefcnt day, gold and ivery *.  The fhips which {ailed from the
harbours of Elath and Eziongeber on the eaftern horn of the Rel
Sea, brought back gold only ™. In thele venturous undertakings,
which fhould appear to have been familiar to the Tyrians, the gains
muft have been indeed wonderful if we meafure them by the extra-
ordinary quantitics of gold employed for adorning the temple of
Jerufalem, computed at upwards of fix hundred millions fterling **:
a fum of accumitlation to which our enormous debts of profulion
can fcarcély rgconcile our ears. By adopiing the reading in Jofe-
'phus *  the amount is reduted to the tenth part:of that contained-in
Chronicles; but even Jofephus’s ftatement is fufficiently large to

s* It came from the Eridanus, recognized  durk, with the clear, tixts, we may either
in the Rhodaune, which flows into the fuppofe the names * Taufhith and Ophur”
Vnlula near Dantzig. Herodot. 1. iil. ¢, 15. to be interchanged by n miftake of tranf
with Larchess nate, cribers, or we muft admit an anterior ¢ir-

5 Kings, ¢ X. v.22, cummarigation -of Africa to that deferihed

M3 Kings, c. ix. v. 26, 27, and 28. and by Herodotus 610 ycars before Choft. M-
z Chromiclesy ¢. viiie vo 17, and 18. Ianthefe rodot. L iv. c. 42. ,
texte, the two voyages are clearly diftin. * 1 Chromicles; e. xxii. v. 14, with Agr-
guithed : not fo, in 2 Chronicles, ¢. k2. v. 36,  buthnot’s tables of angient coins, p. 203,
and 1 Kings, ¢ xxu. 48. To reconcile the ¥ Antiq. Judaic, L vii. ¢. 14,

YOL. L. X warrant
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warrant the {ufpicion that the talent in queftion is not that of tte
Hebrews, but 2 much {maller weight of the fame name, applied only
to articles the moft precious, particularly the fine gold of Ophir.

A late celebrated traveller, in explaining the Phoenician voyage,
is generally thought to have determined on good grounds the fitua-
tion of Ophir at Sofala; a diftri® on the eaftern coaft of Africa
nearly oppofite to the centre of the great ifland of Madagafcar. 1n
addition to the arguments employed by himfelf and others in fupport
of this opinion, it may be obferved, that Cambyfes the Perfian, after
his conqueft of Egypt*® proceeded as far as Mero¢ in his expedition
againft the Ethiopians, whofe immenfe riches are painted in one
waord, by faying that the chains of their prifoners were compofed of
gold ¥ ; and that he returned, defpairing of fuccefs in his expedition,
after he had accomptifhed one-fifth part of his journey . The flage
at which ke arrived, the part of his route which he had per-
formed, and both notices derived from the moft refpectable fources,
afford fuch a refult as feems #together- decifive : fince the diftance
between Thebes and Meroe, from the former of which Cambyfes
fet out, really meafures about a. fifth part of the journey from Thebes
to Sofala or Ophir. By this obfervation, however, I pretend not to
fix the fituation of Ophir within precife and narrow limits, for
Ophir was probably a name for that part of Ethiopia moft produ@ive
in gold, as Tarteffus of which we have juft fpoken, denoted thofe
diftrifts in Spain moft abundant in filver. ,

Next to the precious metals, fpices and pcrfumcs formed the main
merchandize of the Phoenicians, 'and were by them diﬂ'ﬁﬁ:d'anmng
various nations of the welt and aorth. “-In importing thefe commo-
ditics, their principal'agents were the Sabzans inhabifing the cultie

¥ Stpaboy L xviie Conf. }c;fe{)h. Antig. he could net long continue to advance, when
Judaiced i, c.t0. his foldiers were obliged tq live om thebeafis'
¥ Herodot. | pi c. 23, of burdep, @r. on cachiother. Conf. Herodi

" Herodot. L. iii. ¢.25. His provtfhome dot. ubi funra et Seneca delra. 1, iil, ¢. 204
failed before he 1eached this Jiltance, and

5 vated
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vated parts of: Arabia on-the Red Sea, and the carviers by land
thraugh ‘thecintermediate defert, were: the Nabathzan Arabs, * the
troops from Tema and Sheba®,” whole tranfations will be confpicu«
ous in a fubfequent part of I.hls work during the fhort-lived empire
of Antigonus. The Pheenicians and Sabxans were conne&ted, as
above fhewn, by Llood %, but .flill mpre clofely united by their
mutual wants, The Pheenicians wanted from thefe Arabians articles
indifpenfable in the domeflic ' luxury, and ftill more in the coftly
public worfhip of antiquity,” when incenfe® perpctually finoked
from innumerable altars; and the Sabizans might be abundantly fup-
plied in return, with what they moft defired, the filver of Tarteflus ;
an obje& of the utmoft importance in their commerce with India,
fince that metal has been during all ages in peculiar requeft among
the remote nations of the Eaft. Not fatisfied with an equality of
profit in this beneficial intercourle, the wily Tyrians, while they
kept in their own hands a fort of monopoly of filver, contrived to
create rivals to the Sabzans in the fale of Indian * and Arabian mer-
chandize. The cultivated parts on the Red Sea, and thofe on the
Perfian gulph, are.feparated by a frightful defert fix hundred miles
broad. Towards the north they were conneéted by the wandering
Nabathaans, and on the fouth, by fmall and obfcure fea-ports cx-

% Job, ¢.vi. v, 1g.
© See above, f. i,

cinnamon and caflia of-the:holy oil, Exodus, *
. xxx. v. 23. with Michuelis note. Komapuopes

¢ Herodot. 1. 1. c. 195. and 198.

@ Id. 4. 6, 383,

© « The Phemcians by means of their
harbouts on the Red Sea;held a regular in-
tercourke witheIndia,”  Roberyfon’s Difquis
fition, &c. p. 7. 4o adit. But the autho-
rities cited by.the ‘accurate hiftoriun, (viz.
Strabo, loavi, p. 1528, and Diodorus, 1. i.
Pp- 70-)s do vot warrant his affertions neither
is there any clear proof of 'Indian articles in
the xtviith chapter of Bzekiel. But fpices are
mentioned in Genefis, o-mxxviis .29 ;.and
what thefe {pices were, appears from the

X 2

is ufed in the Septuagint, Jeremiah, c. vi.
v.10. and alfo in the Revelations, e, wviii,
v. 13. where that fpice appears as an ordi-
nary article 6f traffic in ancient Babjlon.
Herodotus, L. iit. c. 3. fays, “ cinnamon came
from the country, where Bacchus was
brought up,” that is, India: and the ftdries
related by him concerning it exadtly refem-
Lle thafe mid hy the inhabitants of Ce:ﬁnn
to Thunberg and Fofter. Atheneus, ! i
p- 66. will atelt the carly ufe of fpiceries in
Greece:

tending
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temling along the bafis of: the trangle, from the Arabiapeto
the Perfian gulph. At the eatrance of the latter, Maceta op-:
pofite to the modern Ormus, and further to-the north, -Gerra,
only two hundred miles dilant from the mouth of the Eu-
phrates, deferved the attention of hiftorians, not exclulively en=
groffed by wars and conquefls.:. At what precife period the com-
merce of thefe harbours acquired eminence we are not enabled to af-
certain ; it muft, however, have been ancient, extenfive, and uninter-
rupted, fince a fouthern diftriét of Babylonia, Diredatis or Teredon,
chiefly fopplied by their méans wich fpices and aromatics, was ems
phatically ftiled the land of tcaffic>by the prophets %, and is digni-
fied with precifely the-fame tisle by the: Greek hiftorians of Alexan~
der®. At their firft eftabli(bment the barbours on the Perfian gulph
probably ferved chiefly: as links of; conne@ion betwecan the Happy
Arabia, and the tich Babylonian ** plain, where the fueceflive capi-
tals of Nineveh and Babylon, not to mention cities of inferiar rank,
muft have occafioned 2 grest demand for their merchandize; fince
Babylon, in its fallen ftate under the Perfian yoke, annually confumed
twenty five® tons of frankincenfe in the fingle feftival of Belus
But through the interference, and- perhaps the example of the Phee-
nicians, the' merchante-of Gerra and Maceta, as well as thofe of the
teighbouring ifles in the Perfian gulph, fome of which produced
good ‘timber ¥, wentured ©n 4 bolder fphere of alion, and .con-
firutted veflels of their own fir to perform long coafting voyages to
different parts of India. That the Tyrians had no fmall fhare in
effeQing this improvement, is indicated in the name Tylos or Tyrus,
and Aradus, both transferred from Pheenician ™ cities to two fmall

L L]

“ Conf. Exckie), ¢. xvii. v. 4. and kuinh, aromatics, ~hich fupplied the "Afljrians,
< %t ve 14, Agrian. lndic, ¢ g2.

s s ouaogmg.  Arriani, Indicas o 44, % Herodet, L i. . 183. .

* Burabo fays this of Gerra, andfpeaksof @ Theophraft. Hulor. Plnt, ], ya ¢ 6
3t as 3 Babylopiun colony, i i px §9. Dear- and Plin. L vi. c. 23.
chus in his voynge was told thatthe pro- @ ‘Iigw pwca 7o Qoponpss Buose.  Strabo,
montory, which he faw before bim, of 1,xvi, p. 766. Coaf. Phim. L vi. p. 28,
Maceta, was an emporium of cinnamon and ,

iflands
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illands néar the eaftern coaft of Arabia: whether thole now called SECT.
the Bahrein iflands, or according to our great geographer, Whofe (wpmmed

opinions always command’ refpe, two yet fmaller, near the:

mouth of the Perfian gulph ™. The notices in ancient writers con-
cerning the fituation of Tylos or Tyrus ' are not to be reconciled.
Probably, as we have {een in pardllel cafes, the name was applied to
different iflands in the gulph ; as they fucceflively became chief feats
of Pheenician faGtories, and principal ftaples of traffic. . By means,
however, of their fcttlements in thefe parts called colleGively
Dedan " in Scripture, the Phoenicians not only deftroyed the mono-
poly of the Sabzans with 1egard to the maritime commerce in {pices
and perfumes, but obtained a channel of communication with Ophir
or Sofala, independently of the harbours.on the ‘Red Sea, which, in
the unfettled ftate of that ncxghboumhaod; frequently. changed

malfters.

Having eadeavoured bricﬂy to explain the different branches of Phanician

ingenious and-enterprifing, was not contented with dealing in foreign
commodities. They .carried on fuccefsfully warious branches of
domeftic indufiry,. fome common to them-with other manufaGuring
nations, and feveral peculia¢ to themfelves alone: for the inventors
of letters were the authors of many other inventions ; among which
it would be unpardonable to omit their robes {bining with the far
famed Tyrian dye, their inimitable pieces of workmanthip in gold
and ivory ', and the more ufeful compafition of glafs, which ap=-
pears to have been a Sidonian difcovery ", - Yet to the boldnels of

* Rennell’s Geography of' Hcrodotns,
p- 248,

™ Bochart and Mlcluehs o Erekiel,
c.oxxvil.v 150 7

# Strabo, 'L 1. p: 41.\51(&! :vi. p- 757,

8.
”’3 it was indufirioufly repor!ed by the
Phepicians, that the fufion of fend into glafs

could be pertormed only at Sudon.  Strabo,
Lwvi. p:958. rConf. Heradot. 1 ii. c. 69.
and Plin. L xxxvi. ¢. .6 Were the adin
avray ¢ the meled tones ” of which Hero-
dotus fpeaks of the fame nature with modern
glafs ? If {o, the EFgyptians probably obtained
them from Bidon. Jofhua; ¢, xix, v. 26.
with Michaelis’s note,

their

R - face
Pheenician commerce, it is neceflary to:add that a people equally e
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their maritime undertakings, the Phoenicians.are prineipally indebted
for their celebrity ™

The circamnavigation pf Africa by meu, who in many preceding
voyages, had {failed tp Guinea. on one fide, and to Sofula on the
other, is not an ualikely event, nor involving any incredible cir-
cumfaneces. The voyage was accomplifhed, as we have fecn, fix
centuries before the Chriftian&ta, by Pheenicians refident in Egypr,
at the delrre of Necos, the: unfortunate rival of Nebuchadnezzar.
But in the ftate of the commercial world at that period, this voyage
which firft difcovered the Cape of Good Hope, flands as an infulated
and compasitively unimportant fack, celebrated indeed as a matter
of curiofity ”y but which to hifterians.of that age, did net feem
likely to be attended with any cenfiderable utility.

Had profit been its main obje@, the Tyrians would have left nei-
ther the defign to a king of Egypt, nor the execution chiefly to their
countrymen fettled in that kingdom ; their own commonwealth
would have embarked heartily in the enterprize. But the mers
chants of Tyre holding fuch an important fhure in the traffic car-
ried on by fea and land through the great central countries of the
world, could not difcern any ajluring profpeét at the out-lying ex-
tremity of Africa. On the eaftern fide, all beyond Ophir, the land
of gold, was left unexamined from an opinion rather of the ufeleflnefs
of fuch an undertaking, than of any great danger attending it; and

¥

™ In the Argonaytica g&-:l-ibpd tg Orpliens, run, ¢ that in filing round Africathey had
and certainly of high antiquity, the Poet the Sun on their right hand,” that is, in the
makes Ancens, & Pheeniclan, tAke the hefm { porthern hemifphers. On tutning to the

in time of danger, and encourage the Greek
heroes. Argonaut. v. 1cgc & feq.
* See above, p. 133, & Herodotus, 1. iv,

€.'42. Some tranflations make Herodotus f'ay,}

¢ the report of thofe nuvigators may obtan

eredit-with others, but to me it fcems incree.

dible; for they affirmed that having failed
round Affica, they Bad'the fun on their right
hand.” Thelalt dlaufd of the'fetitesice thould

original, the reader will find, that this is

the only cireymftance which Herodotus cabs

in queftion, alrhaugh he cundidly admits

that ethers may be prgparcd for receivingit. -
He is fo far from difbelieving the relation

in general on accoung of one improbable cirs

cumftance that he immediately fubjoins;

“ Thus was Africa for thy firlk time ex-

plored.” ‘

on



ALEXANDER’S CONQUESTS.

on the weftern fide of that vaft region, they might fafely entruft the
completion of their difcoveries to the greateft of their own colonies,
I mean ‘the republic of Carthage, whofe fortunate pofition on the
African fhore was improved, as we fhall {ee hereafter, by a rare com-
bination of deep wifdom and daring enterprize.

The political ftate of the Phéenicians may be familiarifed to our
fancy by recalling the governments of Greéee dufing the hercic ages.
In Greece before, and for a fhorttime after, the war of Troy, each
city at the diftance of ten or twenty miles from another, had its king,
its fenate and affembly ; while the whole of theft cities colle@ively
formed a confederacy for defence, and fometimes' for aggreflion :
united by the common ties of religion and langdage, a famenefs of
laws, and a fimilarity of manners. Such precifely *, was the-condi-
tion of the Pheenicians; with one important difference, that this
praifeworthy people never unfheathed the fword except in felf de-
feace: they refifted the invaders of their coantry with unparalleled
perfeverance 5 the other materials for their hiftory are {upplied folely-
by their commerce, their colonization, and their difcoveries.

At the head of thefe difcoveries mift be mentioned, that which is
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the greateft of all, and to which mankiid arc fo infinitely indebted,
that emotions of curiofity and gratitudé arife in every liberal mind, at
the bare name of itsauthors. It might naturally be expected that clouds
fhould furround the origin -of alphabetie writing, an art by which
chiefly, the fruits of all other arts and fciences are perpetuated and
diffufed. But the general voice of antiquity, while it alcribes to the
Egyptians and Aflyrians refpe@ively, the improvements of geometry

7 The progrefs ef government in Phee-

ginians knew only Suffetes, though Hanno in
niciay accorded 4lfb exa&ly with that in

the title to his voyage (of which hereafter )

Grecee, and was dire@lythe reverfe of thag
in Paleftine. Inffend of Judges, the He-
brews created Lings; inflead of Kings, the
Pheendcians ele€ed Suffetes, the Pheenician
or HMebrew wdrd (Sophetim) whith fignifies

judges. In their hiftorical age, the Carthae’

is called king. ‘This interchange of names
attelts the nature of the office, agrecing, 4s
fuid in the'text, with the very limited royalties
of Greece. Hiflory of Anmient Greece, vol. i.
¢ & 3. (I.'enf. Jolephus, cont. Apian, .. ,

<o A7
and

noétod wath
the i ealen-
five com-
ThEICLa
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and afttonomy "'; ‘and to béth riatiors promsitenoufly, the introduc-

eyt ti0n of idolatryand hiet‘@yphm“ “affigns to the PheEniciuis an To-

Deltrudtion
of Tyre by
Nebochad-
neznar.

8. C 3573

wvention of greater fisbtilty wmd ‘more extenfive ufe} the' analyfis of
articulsre found into ite Haplelt elérments, and the notation of thefe
clements by fif charaers, which Cadeus carried with him intoGreece,
two yedrs before Mofes led the: Ifraclites dctofs the Red Sea. Tle
Aflyrians and Egyptians depited'on walls and columns thefr public
tranfactions, as well as theit aftronomical obfereations : the fymbolic
writing employed for thefe pitpofes was-alfsfibfervient, as we have
feen, to the early and extenfive iutercourfe ‘earried on by caravans,
through ‘the great cities of Thitbes and Nineveh, Memphis and
‘Babylon ; and berween thafe great inland Raples of the-antient conti-
ment on the one hand, and the Phoenician ds-well as Arabian fea ports
on the other. To which of the two great purfuits of the Theban and
Babylomian priefthood, whether for commaree or for fcience, the in-
eftimable * oft of recordigg thought was ofiginally introduced, it
would be aow fraitlefs to inquiire 3 but it 48 ‘worthy of remark, that
the twb- great - mations of antiquity, the woft noted for their inland
traffic, are alfo the molveeksbiated for theic beroglyphics ; and it is
conformable to this obiervatish that the Pheenicians, while they dif
singuithed: themfelves meﬁm vommerce, fhould have exerted
their lingeouity on' tontrivances indifpeolable to merchants ™, and
have fimplified more and wmers; the means by which their contradls
wmight ‘be recorded, and their thoughts communicated to aumerous
orsefpondents and faltdriesin diftanspatts of the wiorld,
Withia as narrow \m:mpﬂ afmmﬁmm perfpicuity,

1 have endeavoured to comprife the Jmerits and attaingients of a people

whofe fplendour appears girly shove the diftamt horizon of time, and
whofe fuis of profperity ¢t five hundsed and'feventy three yeats'beo

‘ .hw”m Aiwtin’ i '™ To this Yource, Mo, Serdbo Bleribes

i, Rl Mlhﬁmd@ﬂ?ah‘ic their arithmetic and daftine o fropottions.
Crup. L i ¢, 40, ‘PtdE Yo Messnct’ Bk, o viogen, 1 il !
Vid, Caodse. Yadhor. 1 . ESR gs. R

fore
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fore the Chriftian 2ra.  After a thirteen years fiege, Tyre was taken SECT.
and demolithed by Nebuchadnezzar. King Ithobal was {lain in .___...1.‘:...__;
fighting for his capital. To thefe particulars concerning a fiege

longer, and in refpedt of its defenders far more important than that

of Troy, hiftory only enables us to add the ordinary operations in

all fuch warfare ; a mound raifed againft the place, walls of circum-

vallation round it, forts with lofty engines from which its higheft

towcrs were battered *.  Its fair palaces, plendid idols, and accu-

mulated magazines of precious merchandife ¥ were a prey to horfe-

men from the north, the Scythian cavaliy of Nebuchadnezzar ; bar-

barians not lefs thirfty for blood than they were greedy of plunder.

The crafh of this metropolis in the bold language of prophecy, re- | . = .
founded over numerous ifles and diftant coafts; its fall thook to the thu erent
earth many fourithing fa&ories and colonies, involving as it were in e
its ruin the whole commercial world™, A peculiarity in the *” s
predi@ion ¢ that Tyre fhould be thrown into the fea, {o that though
fought for, it fhoyld never-more be found *,” was not fulfilled till
near three centuries afterwards, when Alexander, employed part of
the ruins of this capital to raife a ftupendous mole reaching three ponecy
quarters of a mile from the coaft 1o the walls of New Tyre, built on fulfilied:
the oppofite ifland ™, This mole has been gradually covered with
alluvions, and formed into an ithmus, which with the {iall ifland
at its extremity, ¢compofe together a peninfula in the fhape of a ham-
mes; The prefent town: ftands on the junion, as it were, of the
head and handle : miferably peopled by fifty families of poor fither-
men®, Sad ag this defolation mult appear, the narrownefs and

{malinefs

Ezekiel, c. xatv. v. 8 & o, veller gives a curious derivation of the word
Ibidec, yxvid. %. 12, in Michaelis tranft  bour (the wapdern nmame ut Tyre ) Tle
Aation, L iy, he Liys, fubititated the Letter ¢ for the
® Id, ibid. v 1§, 16? 17 Greek @, which hpd the }ufﬁng found which

# Ezekiely, ¢ xxvi v, 17 § 21, the Ln gl:fh give to Thin the word 77jul.

% Hiftory of Anciept Grencs:, iV 6 38 Haonce the chapge of the Greel Theta mro
% Voyage de Volney en Syries &é. v. #. 8§ How Brange! Did Mr. Voln y ever
p#ig4  This more Nvely than learned tra  mect with © Tyro? wiittenn Giceh wi h a

TOL. 1y 4 Theta ®
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fmaiinefs of infniar Tyre, the fea port fagked by Alexander, but

‘——v— afterwards reftored by him, was a declenfion fearcely lefs memorable

New Tyre—
its buldiags.

Nebuchad-
nezzar’s in=
vafion of

Egypr.

from the fpacious and fplendid city defiroyed irrecaverably by Nebu-
chadnezzar.

This king of kings, the redoubted commander of inoumerable
cavalry, appears fiot to have been poffefled of any confiderable naval
force. Many Tyrians efcaped by fea with their moft precious effeQts;
and a confiderable number of them, moved by affeQion for their
native land, fo much encreafed the populoulnefs of the ifland, that
it became in time neceffary to raife the houfes thete, five and fix
flories above the ground. They are defcribed as equalling in height
the infule at Rome, a word for which the Englith language happily
fupplies not an equivalent, but which depoted large and lofty edi-
fices, inhabited by various tenants of the poorer fort, occupying
their feveral flats or ftories . Security from fuch conquerors as
Nebuchadnezzar, compenfajed to the Tyrians for every inconve-
niency and even danger, in a country often (haken by earthquakes,

The taking of Tyre which had not been effected by the Chaldees
“ till every head was bald, and every fhoulder peeled”,” was im-
mediately followed by a predatory defolation of Egypt, then torn by
a civil war between Apries the grandfon and fucceffor of Necos, and
his revolted general Amafis. The havghty chara&er of Apries, who,
aceording to Herodows, vaunted that it was beyond the power * of
the gods themiftlves to thake the firmnefs of his governmens, is de-
{cribed more pithily by the words put into his mouth by Ezekiel ¢ the
river is mine and I have made it®,” fuch pride deformed by #ill more .
9haa? The modern name of Bour or $ur the continent ; over which England has this
35 not derived from the Creek but froni the advamage, tht perfons of moderate fors

Arabic, in which Ianguage Tyre, as is well _tunes, as well as the rich, can lock their
known, is written Tiyrus, Vi, Gollum. outer doors, their houfes being inhabited by
Blemient. Afragan, * ’ ope family only.

® Cofff. Juvenal. Batyr. ifl. v, 1663 ¥ Ezekiel, c. xxik. v. 18.
Bueton in Neron, and Btrabo, L xvi.'p. 753 ™ Herodotns, 1. it c. 161,
and 757, They are common in af'purts of % Chap. xxix. v. 9.

odious



ALEXANDER’S GONQUESTS.

odious cruelty », precipitated him from the throne ; and after the de~
~parture of Nebuchadnezzar, (who thould appear to have entered into
a compofition with Amiﬁs,) fubjected him to a thameful death™. '

From the date of Apries’ execution, the ufurper Amafis reigned
forty four ycars with great glory; exaggerated perhaps by the par-
tiality of the Greeks, 10 whom he threw open the commerce of his
kingdomi, and whom he encouraged to build temples, (a precaution
neceffary to merchants) in every part of his dominions, and with
whofe nation he enhanced all his former merits, by making a Greek
woman the partner of his throne™. During the latter part “of his
long adminiftration, Egypt completely recovered the evils inflicted
on it in the time of Apries. The feafons were favourable, the fap-
plies of water to the Nile unufually propitious, and the kingdom
boafted its twenty thoufand cities or towns, moft of them well in-
habited ». Such a bloom of profperity tempted a new invafion, not
indeed from the unworthy fucceffor of Nebuchadnezzar, but from
the fame great power which had fwept that deteftable defpot from the
carth.

The Egyptian expedition is the laft warfare of which we have
any diftin& notice in the military hiltory of Nebuchadnezzar, who
fhortly afterwards a converted his vaft camp into the greateft city
defcribed in antiquity. Of the wonders of this city, as well as
of the various clafes of its inhabitants ; their occupations, purfuits,
and manners, fuch as they fill appeared at the zra of the Mace-
donian conqueft, we thall fpeak prefently ; after deducing in few
words the revolutions in Afla, from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar to
that of Alexander.

The great Nebuchadnezzar, talled Labynetus by the Greeks, died
five hm}dre& and fixty ene years before the Chriftian z=ra. He was
fuccgeded by a prince named alfo Labynetus by Herodotus ™, a name

» Herodutus,’ §. 8. p. 16 ' * Ibid. ¢ 177,
* Ibid. c. 169. % 3uib. 1.1 188,
# Tbid. L ii. ¢. 178 and 181.
Y 2 that
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SECT. that may be recognifed in the Nabonnid of Berofus %, and who, from
t 45 y a comsplete ceincidence in feveral extraordinary particulars®, is con-
cluded to be the fame perfon with the Bellhazzar ot Duaniel, whofe
capitzl was taken by Cyrus five hundred and thirty eight years before
the Chiifijan xra.

Baby lonian, The feecond Affyrian empire called Babylonian, from the capital of
?{,-;;:.‘1: Lm. Nebuchadnezzar, and Chaldean {from the nation of his warlike fol-
2:; -sljé.c' lowers, lafted no more than fixty feven years from the deftruciion of
Niuveveh, to the Perfian conquell of Babylon, Duting the firft fifty
five years of that period, the power of Babylon in the weft, was con-
wtemporary with that of the Medes in the eaft ; and during the twelve
laft years of the fume period it was contemporary with that of the
Perfians*’, who, through ihe valour and policy of Cyrus, fupplant-
ed the dominion of the Medes five centurics and a half betore Chrift /.
Purfim em- From the taking of Babylon by Cyrus, to the affuflination of the
?;;.,;30(' laft Darius by Beffus, an interval of two hundred and eigiit years, the
Perfians, whofe hiftory in conne&ion with that of the Greeks, I re-
lated in a former work, held a more extenfive dominion in fouthern
Afia, than any other nation ever enjoyed cither before or after them,

the Macedonians alone excepted.
Egypt cone To Afia, Cambyles the fon and {ucceflor of Cyrus, added Egypt®
{‘_‘;:L?ﬂﬁl’, almoft immediately after the death of Amafis, its illuftrious and be-
BCss ovd fovereign. Plammenitus, the fon of Amafis, and the laft in-
dependent king of Egypt, reigned but [ix months before the invafion
of his country, and the deftru@ion of himfelf and family by a merci-
lefs tyrant, who in his eagernefs to level every thing in that antient
kingdom before his own defpoti{m, raged with an intolerant fury not

torally devoid of policy, againft its idolatry and priefthood . As the

» Apud Jofeph. cont Apion. L i ¢ 2. aial. cum Comment. Hieronym.
and Eufeb. Piszparat. Evangel. l. ix. ¢. 41. # Id.ibid. )
# Conf» Xenoph. Cyroped. vii. p. 1go.  ® Herodot. L iii. c. 1. and feq.

Edit. Leunel, and Daniel, c. v. paffim. ** Id, ibid. and c. xxv. & feq.
*r Herodot. 1. ¢. 125, and feq. Conf, Da« .
- priefis
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priefts had been the firft authors, and always continued the main SECT.
fupporters of Egyptian profperity, fo of all clafes in fociety, they e ;
were the moft relutant in yielding fubmiffion to a barbarous foreign L}"'::I:‘r:;’{'::

yoke. Tbe fucceflive revolts of the Egyptians fomented chiefly -;:}-Il“rvti;l~c
through the priefls, continued down to the ara of the Muacedonian gz5- 330.
conquct.  Only twenty years before that period, when Artaxerxes

Ochus defeated Ne€lenebus the lalt confpicuous rebel, his victory

was followed, as we have had occafion formerly to obferve, by a

general perfecution of the facerdotal families, whofe temples were
plundered even of their facred records ™. -

Nowwithftanding the evils inflited on Fgypt by the Perfians, that Bibylon
country, as well as Aflyria, when they fell under the dominion of vt ¢
Alexander, flill contained an induftrious and ingcuious people. 21':;}::"-‘““"’
The uvfe which that conqueror, as well as his brother Ptolemy, who
reigned after him in Fgypt, made of fuch valuable materials there,
it will be my duty to explain fully hereafter. But as Babylon, lo-
cally the centre, was chofen alfo for the feat and capital ™ of Alex-
ander’s empire, it is ncceflary in this place to defcribe its condition
when conquered by him, not merely as to its buildings and external
embellithments, things comparatively of little intereft, but with re-
gard to its fumerous inhabitants; their arts, manners, charalter,
and purfuits.

Babylon had been long famed for fcience and for commerce, before How enlarg.-
it became the head of a great empire on the downfall of Nineveh. f,iffﬁ:{,_-
Thefe cities, as capitals, exifted not fimultaneoufly, but fucceflively, *
Many of the ornaments of Babylon might be due to a princefs who
fourithed an hundred and fifty years ' before Nebuchadnezzar, and
ftill more of them might be owing to his queen Nitocris, who is
fuppofed to have carried on his archite@ura}. plans during his long

mental alienation ; yet we have the authority of Scripture for afcrib-

* Diodorus, L zvi. f. 51. 13 Herodotasy, 1 1. ¢. 184.
“ Strabo, L xv. p. 731,
ing



166

SECT.
iv.
I..-—v-—-l

Its dimen-
fions.

How divided
within ¥

walls.

Tower of
Belus.

PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF

ing to Nebtichadnezzar himfelf “* the vaftnefs and magnificence * of
the houfe of his kingdom.” The dimenlions of his capital as extended
son the plan of a vaft camp after the ufual practice of oriental con-
querors, are given with as little variation ‘* as might be expeéted from
travellers eftimating by report only, without altual admeafurement.
According to the faireft refult, they comprehended a regular fquare, of
which each fide ‘éafured about twelve Englith miles , giving a .
{urface of an hundred and twenty-fix {quar¢ miles within its forti-
fications : a furface exceeding eight times the fize of London and its
appendages 7, " Babylon contained many crowded ftreets rifing three
and four™ ftories 'high s but like its precurfor, Nineveh, abounded

. with gardéns, or rather parks,-fpacious refervoirs of water, temples

and palaces of great extent, with other places altogether empty, or
but thinly inhabited. Although we abate above one half for thefe
vacancies, we thall have ample fpace for: habitation within walls 48
miles in circuit, Thefe walls were 754 feet high, with pinnacles rifing
fifteen feet above them ": and were provided at due intervals with
an hundred brazen gates. 'The principal palace ffood on the weftern
‘bank of the Euphrates dire&ly oppofite to the temple, fepulchre, and
tower of Belus, - This laft named edifice afcended above the middle
of the templé, or rather {acred inélofure, in a pyramidal form,
liminifhing in compafs ae it:reached upwards from its quadrangular
bafe, ‘each. fide of which was a fladium in length™, ' It was
divided into eight ftories, of which the higher always contra@ed by
the deep retreat of its fides from the divifion immediately below it.
The whole heirht of tha tower ‘meafiired a fadium: an altitude

s 4¢.T5 pot. this grest Babylon which 1 . 47 Herodotus, 1, . 6,178, Conf. Diodor.
nave built for the houfe of ‘the kingdom,”’ 9 Rennell’s Geography of Herodotus,
that Ise the capiral of my empire. Canf. p- 841,

Daniel, ¢. iv. v, 8o ia&phnam.hpm, ' Herodotus, & 1. ¢. 180, Conf, Gurtiug.

Licorge - % Seralioy Loxwis po 738,
" Conf. Herodotus, au-;hp, Wm " Herodot. [. % .c 481, his Radinm is
Curtius, Pliny,. . the tenth part of a mile nearly.,

well
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well according with the forty feet ™ affigned to the coloffal ftatue of
Belus or Jupiter on its fummit ; which, at the elevation of a ftadium,
would reprefent the ordinary fize of a human figure.

The magaitude-of this edifice, loftier and only fomewhat lefs maffy
than the greateft of the Egyptian pyramids, has been a ftumbling-
block with many who have overlooked a more confiderable difficulty.
How could Babylon, if three times, or only twice as populous as
London, be properly fupplied with food? In the narratives of an-
cient writers, we hear nothiag of that fcarcity *** which prevails in
the populous cities of China,’ now the greateft in Afia; and which
reduces their wretched inhabitants to the meaneft (hifts and coarfelt
garbage for fubfiftance ", The Babylonians, on the contrary, are
defcribed as living in great plenty, and the upper claffes as en-

_joying the' habitual ufe of expenfive luxuries ™. It has been
computed that London requires for its fupport, according to the
average culture of Great Britain, a territory nearly equal in exted¥
to Wales ', Could the produce of fourteen thoufand fquare miles,
that is, twice the furface of Wales, be tran{ported to Babylon with-
out enhancing beyond bounds the price of neceflaries? The queftion
will be anfwered in the affirmitive, when we conftder what was
abowve faid of the wonderful fertility of Babylonia, thar is, the cul-
tivated foil between the rivers; of the canals for watering the defert
oa the weft of the Euphrates, and of the rich alluvigl Sufiana on
the eaft of the Tigris "', Befides this confideration, the following
paffage of Scripture feems to indicate the tmeans by which the pro-
duce of wery remote difiri@s might be ferviceable in nourithing the
capital, and lowering in price, there, the principal articles of fub-
fitence, ¢ And Solomon had twelve officers over all Ifrael which

rat Diﬂdﬂﬂ& i- ;ib (- 0- g Hﬂ'ﬂdﬂt. ’. 1. Ts !‘9;.

.  Anfon’s Voyages Staumten’s Fanhady 0 Re;n;!;’i Geography of Herodotus,
c. P- $44- "
w Id, ihid. ¢ 8ee above, p, fo. & feq.
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provided vifuals for the king and his houfehold . A fimilar
inftitution prevailed under the Affyrian and Perfian ¢mpires . Two
royal palaces only, occupied in Babylon the {pace of two and a half
fquare miles ™. In thefe ftupendous abodes of luxury and magni-
ficence, the retainers and court attendants cannot be fuppofed lefs
numerous than they are afterwards defcribed in the fmaller palaces
of Sufa where the menials werec numbered by troops like the king’s
accompanying army, and where many thoufands of higher rank
In fubfifting thefe favourite mul-

o

were daily fed at his tables '™.
titudes, and even the royal army, no demand needed to be made on
the ordinary markets. They wcre provided bountitully by the
defpotic mafter of millions, comm:inding and concentrating labour,
and fetting all expence at defiance.

In addition to this circumftance, Babylonia, more fertile than Egypt,
enjoyed for the moft part an equal conveniency in point of water
catriage. The foil not only produced more than that of European
countries, but there was a quicker fucceflion of crops, legumes fuc-
ceeding grains, and fruits being followed in the fame feafon by new
flowers. The Babylomians alfo, like the inhabitants of f{outhern
Afia in general, lived on "the finple and immediate produce of the
ground, inftead of receiving the refult of that produce infinitely
diminifhed in the form of animal food. Nations {ubfifting chiefly
on grains and roots attain a degree of populoufnefs of which carni-
verous Europeans can {carcely form an idea. In thoie aduft climates
befides, the crops of many years might be treafured up with fafety.;
and that this expedient for preventing {carcity was in ufe at Babylon
there is abundant proof in hiftory . ~

" ¢ Kings, ¢ iv. v. 7. great kings of the EaR, had the avenues to
M Ctefias Perfic. and Xenoph. Cyropad. his palace lined by vaft troops, (the various
L viil. p. 241, fthools as they were called,} of domelic
" Diodorus, L ii. T 8. officers.  Eutropius and Aurelius Victor, et

¥ Xenoph. ibid. Conf. Atbenzus, 1, iv. Spanhcim de Ufu Numifmatum, Differt xii.
p 146. Dioclefian the firlt Roman emperor ' Herodotus, L i c. 158."and Xcnoph.
who-adopted the court ceremonial of the Cyropad. L vii. p. 190. ’

During
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During the latter part of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, and the twenty- $ E;S T.

fix years that intervened between his death and the conquefl of his .
capital by Cyrus, Babylon appears not only to have been the feat of :;‘;_’{i‘&“;f,m_
an imperial court, and fation for a vaft garrifon, but the ftaple :;::;nl profy
of the greatelt commerce that perhaps was ever carricd on by one
city. Its precious manufaQures under its hereditary {acerdotal go- Rich s
vernment remounted, as we have feen, to immemorial antiquity ***,
The Babylonians comtinued thenceforward to be cloathed with the
produce of their own induftry. Their bodies were covered with
fine linen, defcending to their feet: their mitras or turbans were alfo
of linen, plaited with much art; they wore woollen tunicks, above
which a fhort white cloak repelled the rays of the fun’”, Theic
houfes were folid, lofty, and feparated, from a regard to health and
fafety, at due diftances from each other “+; within them the floors
glowed with double and tripple carpets of the brighteft colours™s;
and the walls were adorned with thofe beautiful tiffues called Sig-
dones, whofe fine yet firm texture was employed as the fitteft cloath~
ing for eaftern kings *. The looms of Babylon, and of the neigh-
bouring Borfippa, a town owing its profperity to manufaGures
wholly, fupplied to all countries round, the fineft veils or hangings,
and every article of drefs or furniture compoled of cotton, of linen,
or of wool **', )

In the confumption of the Babylonians we find innumerable com= v,5 on.
modities, produced only in countries far remote fram their own. f‘;:‘cll’;izﬂ‘f
The vaft quantities of fpices and aromatics wafted in private luxury, Fmign artie
or in the fuperftitious worfhip of their gads, appear to have becn o
objeéts of more expence among them, than among any other peo-
ple, not gxcepting the Romans during the ages of their greateft

1= Jofhun, & wil v, 313, % Theophralt, Hitt. Plaotarum. I iv.
m Lis 67980 €O w

" Carting, L ve e 1 7 Sueabo, L xvi, p. 739: aad Theophraft.
* Xonoph. de Inkit, Cyrls ibid,

‘WOL. I. Z maguificence,
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magnificence. At the feflival of Jupiter, twenty-five tous™ of
frankincenfe were yecarly burned on his aitar. Next to this article
the prodigious mafics of gold employed in ftatues and other orna-
ments defervedly excite wonder. Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image
ninety feet high, included alfo the height of the pedeftal, fince the
breadth of this figure was, according to Scripture, only nine feet,
which from the known proportions of the human body, will give
forty feet for its altitude, the precife '’ number afligned by Diodo-
rus Siculus to the loftiefl of the coloflul flatues at Babylon. Accord-
ing to Air enumeration and eftimate of the golden ornaments in
that city, the colle@ive mafs exceeded in value twenty-one millions
fterling “*°: but fome fallacy may be fulpeéted, fince we know from
higher authority, that many idols confifted of wood ' overlaid only
with gold. Every Babylonian is faid to have worn an engraved
gem, ferving for his fignet ; and whofc ordinary materials were the
onyx, the fapphire, or the emerald*®. The diamond had not yet
difplayed its unrivalled brilliancy. In its natural ftate this fovercign
of the mineral kingdom, is commonly a greyith flint, dull and
dirty ; its {fplendour and fuperior value is revealed only by cutting,
the invention of Berquen of Bruges towards the clofe of the fifteenth
century '**. Inthe article of diet, the Babylonians are defcribed as
{paring. Like the Chinefe and Hindoos they lived chiefly on grains;
the table is not the favoutite luxury of any of thofe eaftern nations.
But the Babylonians delighted in perfumes, the ufe of which was
univerfal, and with which, in their liquid ftate, the whole body was

daily fprinkled "**.  Their native palms fupplied them with a variety

v Hecodotus, 1 1. ¢, 183, Histalent is
sechi 1 od at (o pounds aveardupois. He fuys,
¢ 1c00 tilents,”  Forty tulents make aton,
and .0.0 talents make 25 tous.

¥4 Cont. Daniel, c.iii. v, 1. and Diode-
rus, Lt £ o

3 Diodorus, L il . 9. & feq. )

¥ Ifaiab, ¢ xk v. 9, Such probably was

the golden calf v-orfhipped in the wildernefs
(Exodus, e xxx. v.20.}, about which ig=
norance bas o long cavilled, and will con-
tinge to cavil.

1 Crefias Indic.

¥ An. Dom. 1476, Merveilles des Indes
par Berquen de Bruges, p. 15.

% Herodot. Li. c. 195, and 199.
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in their bread, and alfo yielded inferior forts both of honey and
of wine ; they received palm wine, and fruits in great quantitics from

L3
" ex-

Armenia " ; nor was the more generous wine from grapes '
cluded as a branch of the river commerce of Babylonia, until the
fullen fuperftition of Mahomet banifhed conviviality with almoft
every focial pleafure from the fineft regions of the cath,

The 'commerce of the principal articles hitherto enumerated,
eold, [pices, and perfumes, we have already endeavoured to explain,
But the country fupplying the different gems above-mentioned,
mizht be a matter of uncertainty, were we not told that they came
from the fame quarter that yielded other luxuries, whofe locality is
cl.arly afcertained by their name and nature'¥. Thefe are the
famous Indian dogs, fuch effentials in Babylonian magnificence, that
whole diftricts werc exempted from other tribute that they might
be enabled to defray their maintenance'”. They are faid to have
been the mongrel brood of dogs and tigers'”, participating in the
qualities of both. Marco Polo, the Venetian traveller, found them
{lill in northern India, towards the middle of the thirteenth century.
He compares them in {ize and ftrength to lions "% and if they really
combined with other excellencics, the docility and fidelity of the
dog, their value muft have been ineftimable in the eyes of kings and
{atraps, whofe favourite delight was hunting, both as the amufe-
ment of their idlenefs, and the gratification of their vanity.

Important as this caftern traffic might be confidered, the weftern
commerce of Bahylon was not lefs confiderable in itfelf, and is fill

more confpicuous in hiftory., In human affairs there is generally a

4 Id, € 104

# Cartius, L v.e. 1.

i Ciefias Indic. c.ve  He alfo mentions,
¢, xxv, Drpio sy womeg awaep, fuppofed to
be cochineal, an article of great importance
to the manufa@ures of Babylon and Bor-
fippa.

4% Herodot, Li. c. 192, We fhall fee

Z 2

hereafter that they continued to be equally

admired under the Greek hings of the Eualt

and Suvltan Bajazet, the unfortunite rival

of Taraarlane, had among other fervants of

his houfehold 12,000 dog-kecpers. Cheres

feddin’s Life of Tamerlane, 'vol. if. p. 147.
i Ariftot. Hiltor. Animal. L viil. c. 28,
4 Marco Polo in Romufio, il 35.
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compenfation throughout, unobferved by that carelefs impatience

ey Which views every queftion under one only, and that often a falfe

Royal road.

afpe@. The npavigators of modern times precipitate their courfe
through the wideft feas, whereas thofe of antiquity timidly purfued
their tedious way along the winding fhores of deep bays and dan-
gerous promontories. But the ancient caravans, on the other hand,
penetrated fearlefsly through broad deferts, in confequence of eftablith-
ments formed there for their fafety, with a perfeverance of ftubborn
induftry, unrivalled perhaps in any other line of exertion. Witnefs
Palmyra or Tadmor in the Defert, and the numerous ruins between
that ufeful wonder of art, and the flaples of Emefa and Heliopolis**",
from which laft the Babylonian traders were brought to the centre
of the Mediterranean coaft, teeming in every age of antiquity with
rich and populous cities. This golden chain was often (hattered by
the iron rod of conquerors. The capital link was deftroyed when
Nebuchadnezzar depopulated and demolithed Tyre. But as com-
merce delights to refume the routes with which it has once become
familiar, a new Tyre, as we have feen, arofe in the fmall ifland fepa-
rated only by a narrow firth from the old . Sidon, Aradus, and
other Pheenician cities of lefs note efcaped the vengeance of the
deftroyer ; and were not backward to- avail themfelves of the com-
mercial advantages ac‘cming to them from the ruin of their over-
whelming rival . -

Befides the route thmugh ﬂu: Syrian defert, conneéting Babylon
with the Pheenician fea-ports, another and a far longer line of com~
munication between that great capital and the countries of the weft,
offered itfelf in what was called the royal road., By means of this
road, which we formerly had decaficn to defcribe ™, the merchanw
dize of Europe might reach the remote countries of the Eaft. Amber;,
metals, and works of Grecian art, would eafily bear the expence of

"y - " ’

ot T
3 a long
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a long conveyance by land. The Greek colonies early eftablithed SECT.
on the northern fhores of the Euxine, diffufed the pelts and furs ' | v, .
of Sarmatia and Scythia over the central provinces of Afia; and

through the operation of mutual exchange, other European commo-

dities, ftill heavier in proportion to their value, might fometimes

find their way thither.

In every age of antiquity maritime commerce was an objet of far Muritime
inferior importance, to that carried on by land. But Babylon, which fﬁ;nﬂ:cl:;foo{
had fo great a fhare in the latter, could not, however, remain alto~ "%
gether deftitute of the former, fituate as that city is, in the neigh-
bourhood of thofe feas and great rivers which lay open the inmoft
receffes of Afia, and therefore well adapted for participating in fuch
traffic as was carried on by fmall veffels, whofe number compenfated
for their want of bulk. In the Hebrew prophets, the Chaldzans,
the principal caft or tribe of the Babylonians, are early charaterized
as a people “ who raife the fhout of joy in their fhips““.” The Navigation
Chaldzans of Gerra, we know from good authority *, fupplied gg,ﬂ:,i‘;,
their great metropolis with Arabian and Indian merchandize. They *igris-
often failed three hundred miles up the Euphrates to Thapfacus,
where part of them left their veflels, and becoming carriers by land,
diftributed their fpices and perfumes through the neighbouring
cities . 'The Tigris could not be navigated on account of its ra-
pidity to fuch a remote diftance from its mouth. Yet the traffic of
that river had raifed a place called Opis vifited by Xenophon, to-
populoufnefs and profperity *, though fifty miles diftant from the
fite of Bagdad, and 2 handred north of Babylon.

It fhould feem that partly through this maritime colony of Gerra, Chaldwansof
diftant onty two hundred miles from the mouth of the Euphrates, f}’,:f:aﬂ._,,',

the Babylonians were furnithed with. thofe prodigious ™ mafles of Jyiic e
13 Ferodotns, L ive c. 104 & fag. “r Strabo, 1. xvi, p. 766
¢ Ifaiah, c. xlii. v 14, -and Ezekiel, " Id.ikid. .
c. xvii. v. 4« with Michaelis’s noteas Qumfe ~ “ Xenoph. Anabas, L ii, p. 284.-
Heeren Ideen, pr 640: & feq, " Diodor. L iils fi 13.
8 gold,
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§ v T. gold, which give an air of romance to their early hiftory. The Ger~
| : ; Tans maintained an intimate conne@ion with Pheenician fa@ories in
the fmall ifles of the Perfian gulph, which traded, as we have feen, to
Ophir or Sofala. They enjoyed an intercourfe fcarcely lefs advan-
tageous with the emporia in the Red Sea, in the neighbourhood
of the Ethiopian mines, called under the Prolemies Berenicé Pan-
chryfos: mines opencd from immemorial antiquity, and of which
the working, though attended, in different ages, with very differcnt
degrees of profit, and often interrupted by the defolating inva-
fions of Nomades, yet appears to have been continually renewed
with frefh ardour, infomuch that the various operations by which
the pure metal was obtained, are defcribed by Agatharchides an eye
witnefs, who examined the golden Berenicé under the reign of the
VIth Prolemy . The magnificence of Gerra is faid to have been
worthy of the rich articles in which fhe dealt ; fpices, perfumes, gems,
ebony, ivory, and gold. In their perfonal accommodations her
merchants rivalled the fplendour of princes. Their houfes difplayed
a profufion of the precious metals ; and while the roofs and porticoes
were crowned with vafes fltudded with jewels, the apartments were
filled with fculptured tripods, and other houfehold decorations, of
which gold, ivory, and gems compofed the fole materials'® Such
{uperfluity of magnificence indicates a trafic for which the Gerrzans
were well fituate with that part of the African coaft anciently vifited
by the Pheenicians, and the fource of immenfe riches, as we have
feen, to them and their Hebrew allies ™. Like other commercial
enterprizes of antiquity, the voyages to Ophir are mentioned but in-
cidentally and fparingly. From a hint's* only, we know that the
Tyrians continued to profecute them immediately before the fiege
of their city by Nebuchadnezzar. How early the Chaldzans of

¥ Agatharchides Cnidius apud Phot. ™ Ibid.
c.ccl. p.1322. & feq. and Geograph. Mi. ™ See above, p. 153,
aoe. Hudfon, v i ps 22, & feq. 3 Baekicly ¢, zvii. v, 16,

Gerra,
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Gerra, and alfo thofe of Teredon ', near the mouth of the Fu-
plirates, participated in this lucrative traffic ", we are not enabled
to determine, but from the epithets beflowed on them by the pro-
phets befpeaking a people peculiarly converfant in navigation, we
may prefume that they would not long negle@ voyages the molft
profitable of any on record; and by which Babylonia might, in
the courfe of ages, be fupplied with great abundance, of gold inde-
pendently of the vaft accumulations made by conguelt and tribute
under the two firft kings of Babylon, and the thirty two Aflyrian
Lings who reigned before them at Ninevch.

When Babylen is confidered as the feat of univerfal traflic,
feveral infulated particulars touching its inhabitants, for which it
has appearced difficult to account, will arrange themfclves naturally in
the general piGure of commercial manners. Of this remark, the
inftitutions relative to the fair fex, and thofe regarding perfons in
a bad flate of health will ferve for illufiration. The reports of the
rhetorical Curtius, ever fond of extremes, receive too much coun-
tenance from more authentic and graver authors'’, when he de-
fcribes the abominable profligacy of the Babylonian women; efpe-
cially thofe of inferior condition. The Greeks were flruck with the
freedom of intercourfe between the fexes in this great capital, fo
unlike to the unfocial '* jealoufy of Orientals elfewhcre, or even in
this point, to-theéir own unamiable aufterity. Yet in Greece itlelf the
commercial Corinth exhibited an example of equ:lﬂ licentioufnefs *
and the chain of great marts through Afia Minor; Peffinus, Mori-
mena, Comana, and feveral other cities, proved the conflux of cara-

"5 See above, p, 158, tion too far, whem he fays the Perfians had
56 They [ill enjoyed it in the age of no places of public relort, not even pub.
Alexander. Nearchus apud Arrian. Indie. lic markets. Herodot, 1L.i. ¢. r53. Conf.
# Conf. Curtius, vi i, and Herodot. 1. i. Xenoph. Cyropeed. 1. i. p. 3. Bdit. Leuncl.
. 197, But Xenophon’s Cyropadia is a philofophi-
* Herodotus nerhaps carries this obferva. cal romance.
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vans not lefs ruinous to female modefty, than the concourfe of fhip-

ket Ping and rich feamen ",

With regard to perfons in bad health, Herodotus fays, “they were
carried to the fquares and places of public refort, that they might be
interrogated by paffengers, and obtain advice as to the cure of their
complaints*,”  Such a cuftom might be attended with peculiar ad-
vantages in a city frequented by a fucceffion of travelling merchants,
headed as we have feen, by perfons converfant with all branches of
ufeful fcience known in their times . 'When Herodotus fays, * the
Babylonians had not phyficians *,"” he means only that they had not
a diftin@ caft or family exercifing exclufively as in Egypt, and an-
tiently in Greece, the different branches of the healing art'®. The
profeflion was open for all who chofe to engage in it, and the cordia-
lity between natives and ftangers, fo defirable in a place of traffic,
would be promoted by the maxim that it was uncivil in either to
view with infenfibility, a fuffering individual, or to decline entering
into converfation with him ‘. Of Babylonians, as well as ftrangers
at leifure for this office of humanity, there was always a {ufficient
number; for though the inferior clafles, as we have feen, were bufily
employed in trade and manufadtures, in repairing or embellithing
their immenfe city, and in retailing or tranfporting the different pro-
ductions of their land and labour, yet the fpacious fquares of Baby-
lon abounded with rich idlers drefled in flowing robes *, breathing
precious perfumes, their heads adorned by the mitra, and bearing
each in his hand, as a badge of grandeur, a ftaff or cane ™, fhaped

‘”Tmmm’mn [u‘u&f.ﬂ ‘n wols, ® Diodor, }. i, ¢. 6 Conf. Herodot,
Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 559. He is fpeaking of ¢ lgg

Comana, but he ufes the fameé exprefion  '*. In remote times and places, the cane

repeatedly in fpeakmg of the other Raples, !uu bcen the badge of a gentleman. Addifon
“ Herodot. L. i. ¢. 197, of » perfon remarkable for
™ See above, p,63. lm whe breeding, that he feemned
# Herodot. ubi fupra, “ bornto & canc.” The expreflion would
1 Ariftot. Politic, now convey quite a different meantngs

™ 1d. ibid
at
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at top' into the form of a flower, a bird or fome other charafteriftic SECT.
emblem *’. Their hereditary opulence relieved fuch perfons from ;__..1:'__,
care and labour ; and it thould feem that the fathion of their country

impofed on them the duty of ufing their beft endeavours to mitigate

difeafe and foothe forrow.

¥ Herodot, ubi fupra.
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SECTION V.

Application of the preceding Survey to Alexander’s Undertakings in the Eafi.
—His Views with regard to the Weft.—The Hijfforian Livy’s Defiance,—
State of Rome at that Period.—Of Carthage.—Alexander’s Helps tvwards
exccuting his boldeft Projets.—Efpecially from Greeks in the three Divifions of
the World.~— Alexander’s lafé Operations in Babylonia, conncéted with ujeful
Eftablifbments on his moft remote Frontiers.—His Dcath and Teftament.

N furveying Alexander’s conquefts, the objet which I have in
I view, is that of qualifying my readers to enter with fatisfaltion
on the hiftorical part of this work. The defcription of imperial
diftricts and great capitals is therefore more copious and more cir-
cumftantial than that of other cjties and provinces, not only becaufe
fuch obje@s are peculiarly interefting in themfelves, but becaufe our
attention will more frequently be rccalled to them. Upon the fame
principle, as far as my materials would allow me, I have adjufted the
proportions of al/ fubordinate parts; fo that wherever the fcene
of the following hiftory may be tranfported, the reader may fiill find
himfelf among countries and nations, with whele tranfations, man-
ners, and-local circumftances, he is not unacquainted.

But befides this general end, which beats a reference ta the whole
of the following hiftory, the above related changes in empire, and
the ftatiftical difcuffions with which they are accompanied, will

enable’
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enable us to difcern the intent of undertakings which Alexander,
indeed, lived not to carry into execution, but which ferve to evince
his perfe& knowledge, both of the materials with which he had to
work, and of the leffons which corre& hiftorical experience afforded.

Two circumftances, chiefly, caft an air of romance on the reign of

the moft fagacious of conquerors. Firft, defigns altogether extrava-
gant have been afcribed to him; and fecondly, no clear explanation
has been given of his helps towards accomplithing the vaft projects
which he really entertained. Should we creduloufly liften to later
writers among the Greeks and Romans, when thofe nations had too
evidently loft a due relith for truth together with their manly
{pirit and their liberty, Alexander aimed at nothing lefs than the fub-
jugation of the whole habitable world : poets and artifts carried the
exaggeration farther, and reprefented him in the childifh attitude of
crying for new worlds to conquer’: ridiculous fictions! torally
difclaimed by Ariftobulus and Ptolemy, his companions in arms and
biographers. From {uch contemporary authoritics, it is yet poflible
to aflign the real and natural limits which Alexander had prefcribed
to himfelf in the North, South, Eaft and Weft ; to explain the mea-
fures which he had taken or proje€ted for fecuring his moft remote
boundaries ; to defcribe his arrangements towards yniting all of them
with the center, Babylon ; and thus cementing, by laws and arts, as
well as by arms and vifories, the extremities, *as they were then
deemed, of the commercial world. Having difcuflfed thefe topics,
I fhall relate circumf@tantially his operations in the imperial diftri& of
Babylonia, where, chiefly, he fpent the laft fifteen months of his
life; and where the fcene of the following hiftory opens with the
diffentions among his generals, about the {ucceflion to his empire.
According to authentic hiftorians, Alexander bounded his cmpire
northward, by the Danube and the Jaxartes. In a former part of

* Elian. Var. Hiftor. 1. iv. €. 29. Conf. to his perufal of Demoeritus’ treatife on the
Juvenal Satyr xv. v. 168. JAlian whime plurality of worlds. -
fically afcribes Alexander’s mad ambition” .
AA2 this

179
SECT.

Principles on
v hich Alex-
ander eita-



10
) T
v
L e 4

1homeilures
tor explovug
anu ' bduwg

Arabira.

PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF

this work, we have feen his proceedings on the banks of thefe great
1ivers, which flow refpeQively into the Euxine and Cafpian; and
had occalion to obferve with what admirable prudence he avoided a
ufelels confli&t with the Scythian nations beyond them, at the fame
time, that he adopted the fureft means for overawing fuch irreclaims
able barbarians, and confining them in future within theii na-
tive wilderncfs. The bleak Scythian defert led to nothing more
valuable beyond it: the reverfe was the cafe with the burning fands
of Arabia. The fouthern fhores of that peninfula were immemo-
rially inhabited, aswe have feen, by the Sabzans, an induftricus end
enlightened people, cultivating the moft valuable produ@ions, and
carrying on many rich branches of commere.

Alexandcr, we are told, had formed the refolution of penetrating
thither’; and as his armies were to be accompanicd and feconded by
fleets, (the beft means for {ecuring fuccels,) he had fhortly after lLis
return to Babylon, fent down fucceflively into the Perfian gulph,
three veflels for exploring and examining the contiguous coafls :.
The firlt of thefe veflels commanded by Archias, proceeded only
to Tylos or Tyrus, formerly mentioned as a well known mart
of the Pheenicians, and ftill fubfifting as the center of the modern
filery for pearls. The fecond veflel navigated by Androf-
thenes, advanced but a little farther; and even Hiero, a Greek of
Cilicia, by whom the third thip was condudted, far lefs furpaffed his
precurfors than he fell fhort of the obje@ which his employer had
recommended to him ; which was to circumnavigate the whole of
Arabia from the mouth of the Euphrates to the inmoft recefs of the
Red Sea*. But Hiero barely belield Cape Syagros, the great eaf-
tern promontory 3 and after viewing the conflict of the waves there,
haftened back to defcribe this forbidding obftacle, in nearly the fame

* Struba, 1 xvi. p. 785, of an antient Egyptian Nome, and now
$ Arvian de Exped. Adexand. L vii, c. 19, forty miles inland from Suez, the modern
and fm]. " fca—po:t.

* Arnan Luys to * Heroopolis,” the capital
terms
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terms of exaggeration , which were ufed by the firt Pertuguefe
mariners, who {aw, without doubling, the Cape of Good Hope. But
Alexander was alike proof againft fear and impofture ; with him the
voyages hitherto undertaken werc niere preludes; and at the [{ual
moment which terminated all his projes, Nearchus the friend of L:is
youth, and who had alrcudy conducted a great flectin fafety from
the Indus to the Tigris, was prepared ¢ to refume the circumnaviga-
tion of Arabia with an affured profpect of fuccefs. Ilad this defign
been carried into execution, facilities would thereby have been afford-
ed for counteralting by flcets of victuallers, the natural fterility of
the country ; and Alexander who had defeated and overawed the
firmer Scythians, would cafily have furmounted the difunited hofti-
lity ot the Arab tribes; an hoflility only formidable to well difci-
plined armies, when the congenial enthufiafid of Mahomet gave to
the whole nation one decided impulfe. By the fuccefs of this under-
taking in its full extent, the Macedonian dominions fouthward would
have been defined by the region of perfumes on both fides of the
Red Sca; the Adel and Yemen of eaftern geographers, or the two
Ethiopias of the Greeks ",

With regard to his eaftern limits, Alexander having occupied the
mountainous inlets to Hindoftan, ereéted them into the fatrapy of
Paropamifus ; a province famous in modern times, as the primi-
tive feat of the Afghans or Abdalli, and the root of their powerful
kingdom of Candahar, which has arifen with fuch rapidity upon the
divifions and difafters of the Perfian and Mogul empires. Through
this elevated diftri&t, he proceeded above three hundred miles to
Taxila on the Indus," overran the country watered by that great river
and its tributary eaftern ftreams, treated his vanquithed enemies with
mofl admired 'generofity, raifed the fortreffes of Nicza and Buce-

¢ Faria y Souza, Portug, Afia, vol. . 7 Strabo, 1. i. p. 30.

p- 46. ® Taxila v 34§ miles from the city of
© ¢ Agrian, L vils ¢ 25, and Hiftor, Indi¢. Canduhar,
C. 30

7 phalia
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phalia on the Hydafpes, and ere@ed his ftupendous altars on the
Hyphafis®. Having returned to Taxila, now Attock, on the Indus,
he traverfed fouthward from that city an extent of nearly feven
hundred miles to the fea; built. the ftrong-hold of Pattala at the top
of the Indian Delta ©°; and then proceeded howeward in perfon with
his army, while his fleet was committed to Nearchus to explore the
coafls of the Erythrean fea between India and Affyria. With this
bold cutline, the fubordinate parts correfponded. The highlands of
Paropamifus, he obferved, feparate the waters of that part of Afia;
and thé courfes of the Indus, Oxus, and other great rivers formed
thofe deep vallies affording the only fafe paffes either for armies or
caravans. By building Alexandria, now Candahar, he chofe the
fitteft fite for fecuring the communication between India and U'erfia g
and by means of a more northern Alexandria, now Cabul *, he con-
ne&ed, in like manner, the former country with Ba&riana, whofc
capital Ba&tra enjoyed, as we have feen, an early commercial inter-
courfe with the emporia on the Cafpian and Euxine feas, and through
them with many flourithing cities in Leffer Afia.

In his return from India, Alexander, it is well known, penetrated
through the inhofpitable folitudes of Carmania and Gedrofia; and
from this, the leaft profitable of all his expeditions, he could only

Jearn that in the a&tual ftate of thofe frightful regions, no fafe commu-

nication by them could poffibly be introduced. But on the fkirts of
thefe dreary waftes, having difcovered that fertility began with the
Arachdfian and Arian mountains, he founded two Alexandrias, re-
fpeQively in Aria and Arachofia, and alfo the ftrong-hold of Proph-
thafia in Saranga, which, with many other cities lcfs confpicuous
or lefs permanent, formed a chain of fortrefles and faories upon

t Arriam, Diodorus, and Plutarch. precilely on the fame fite, were fo near to
**Strabo, 1. xv. p. 701. each other as in a commiercial point of view
* %he ancient and modern citics, if not to anfwer the fame purpofes,

the
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the moft dire& central route from the Indus to the Euphrates*’
Thefe undertakings for maintaining an intercourfe with India. by land
and fea, perfeély accord with his tranfaGions above related with its
native princes ; and both unitedly atteft his refolution of acquiring
a paramount authority in Hindoftan, which had he lived folidly to
eftablith, would have carried back by the fpace of 2000 years the
@ra of European domination over that remote eaftern region.

In the weft only, the defigns of Alexander ftopped fhort at bare
proje&s. But a prince who had proceeded to the country of fpices,
and taken mcafures for penetrating to the country of perfumes, ¢otild
not overlook obje&s yet more important in commeree, and chiefly
abounding in Spain, or Tarteflus, at the weltern extremity of the
Mecditerranean. The defire of exploring this country, which formed
the Peru and Mexico of antiquity ¥, had determined Alexander to
carry his arms to the pillars of Hercules. With this view, we are
told, he had been careful to inform himfelf concerning the coafts
weft of Greece and Egypt ; and through the affiftance of plans fur-
nifhed to him by Pheenicians and Greeks who had long frequented
thofe feas, he judicioufly fele@ted and marked with his own hand,
the fites beft fitted for harbours and emporia, docks and arfenals.
Spacious roads were to be drawn along the tra&ts moft convenieat
for caravans ; many proteGting temples were to be erected ; and the
whole circuit of the Mediterranean was to be commanded by fleets
and armies, {ufficient to reftrain depredations by fea and land, and to
overawe the native barbarians of Africa and the weft of Europe ™.

This bold projeét fhould feem to have provoked the patristic ine
dignation of the prince of Roman hiftorians. In the longeft digre(-
fion of an immortal work which feldom turns afide from commemo.

* Arrian, Diodorus, Strabo. See parti- Minor. D’Anville Eclairciffi p. 19. and
cularly Strabo, l.xk. p. 5§74, and L. xv. Renncli’s Memoir, p. 171,
p-723- In delineating thefe eaftern routes,  ** Sec above, p. 151,
he has always Alexander in view. Conf. *+ Diodorus, 1, xviil. f. 4. and Pium-ph
YGdor. Characen. apud Hudfon’s Geogranh. in Alexand.
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rating the proud feries of confular txjumphs, Livy s, in {peaking of
Papirius Curlor, the comen@ptary of the Macedonian hero, un-
dertakes to examine what would have been the iffue of the conflict,
had that hitherto matchlefs warrior carried bis arms into Italy. The
extraordinary exploits of Alexander, he fays, had often been the fub-
je& of his own fecret wonder ; yet, with all his‘renowned greatnefs,
had that conqueror come into competition with the Romans, it is
the hiflorian’s belief that he muft inevitably have been foiled in the
conteft. My readers are acquainted with the great military eftabli(h-
ment and admirable ta@ics of the Macedonians; they know that
the phalanx, as organized by Alexander, was indeed a very different
inftrument of -vitory from that employed a century afterwards by
the ‘Antiochufes and the Ptolemies ; and they will fee prefently vaft
armies wiclded with fkill by his warlike captains, who divided
amongft them his empire. But at the time, when Livy makes
his countrymen challenge, as it were, this prince to battle, the force
of Rome exceeded not ten legions*; her dominion did not
extend over a fourth part of Italy ; the was diftratted with perpetual
hoflilities againft her fubje@s, her allies, her revolted colonies, and
twenty independent pations beyond them. Tifty years before Alex-
ander, Rome had been burned by the Gauls; and four years after
his demife, two confular armies were, at the Caudine Forks, paffed
under the yoke by the Samnites, * Yet great,” as Livy fays, * was
the fortune of Rome;” but to ufe the words of an hiftorian and
foldier, better qualified to appreciate the refources of war, *her for-
tune was greateft in this, that Alexander died in his 3 3¢ year, before
he found leifure to invade and conquer Italy .’

In extending the empire to its proje€ied weltern boundary, the
conqueror, it may be conjectured, would have met with lefs formi-

® L. ix. ¢ 16, & feq. - ¥ Raleigh’s Hiflory cf the World, ¢, ive

%*The legion then contained only 40c0 p. 3.
oot and 300 horfe.

"dable
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dable oppofition froh Rome: thian'sfiom the ‘deltiph rivhl of the
Romgn: name ; long ]‘m‘fecuteﬁ as heér'enemy, atflaftruelly immo-
Tated as-her vk‘hn;. The foundﬂllon of Cartha«e‘ﬁﬁ’ that t part of the
African coaft which advances int6 the Mediferranean to meet, as it
were, and defy Italy and Sicily, preceded by an 115 Jears the founda-
tion of Rome ; and 'the former republic had made pmporuonab!y ftill
more raptd aduances towards wealth, ftrengtly and profperity *,

Commanding 1500 miles along the Afrdichn coaft, fhe carried on the
inland commerce of that vaft continent. Her powerful navy was
nousithed and upheld by the rich maritime traffic which it prote&ed
to all the wefltern coafts'of the Mediterranean. The filver mines
which the Garthaginians wrought in Spain, and the gold of Ethiopia,
attralted to their ftandard Numidians, Gauls, Ibenans; the fierceflt
nations in Africd and Europe. The weflern divifion of Sicily ; Sar-
dinia, Corfica, with all the lefler ifles in the Tufcan fea, formed the
appendages of their empire, The moft dangerous wars that they
had yet waged, had been with the Greeks in Sicily ; with thofe of
the fame nation who had occupied Maflilia, or Marfeilles, and its
furrounding diftri&t in Gaul; and with thofe who, two centuries
after the foundation of Carthage, eftablithed themfelves on the pro-
je@ing coaft of Cyrené in Africa, which, in point of geography,
bears the fame relation to Crete and the Peloponnefus that Carthage
herfelf holds with regard to Sicily and Italy. The great loffes ful-
tained in thofe wars, an induftrious commercial nation had {peedily
repaired ; and Carthage now feemed to ftand firm with her wealth,.
ber fhipping, and wide extended dominion. Yet her fecurity refulted
wholly from the premature death of Alexander, which intercepted
his progrefs weftward. This we may affirm on folid hiftorical
grounds; for only a dozen years after that fatal event, we fhall fee

® Carthage was in her meridian greatnels former period will be deferibed in a fubfe-
at thewra of Agathocles’sinvafion, 310 years  quent part of this work, chicfly from Paly-
before Chrit, and 56 years before hnr Erlt  bius, Diodorus Siculus, Juftin, and dtrabo.
war with Rome. Her condition i the

VOL. L. BB Agathocles
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Agathocles of Syracufe fail in his Carthaginian invafion chiefly
through the mutiny of his Greek troops. Alexander needed not,
like Agathocles, to have invaded Carthage by fea; he was malter of
Egypt; he had explored the route to the Oafis of Hammon, the
moft difficult part of the journey from that kingdom to Cyrené ; and
from Cyrené, as we fhall fec in due time, armies lefs enured to fa-
tigue and danger than thofe which had pervaded the barren fands of
Carmania and Gedrofia, might find their way fafely to Carthage.
T he fate of that flourithing republic in its reduétion under the Mace-
donians, would have prelented a lefs unworthy fpe&acle than its
cruel fubverfion by the relentnefs enmity of Rome; for Alexander,
whofe breaft was not to be difturbed by any emotions of jealous
rivalthip, would, as in other inflances, have left to the Carthaginians,
their laws, their fhipping, and their opulence ; and requiring only a
flight acknowlcdgment of his fupremacy, have admitted them as
one of the moft important links in the golden chain of well-pro-
teéted commerce, in which he laboured to unitc the moft diftant
nations.

For effe@ing this falutary purpofe, the above fatiftical furvey has
fhewn us how greatand manifold refources he poffeffed inthe ftrenuous
domeftic indufiry of the Egyptians and Affyrians; in the bold trad-
ing expeditions by land of the Ethiopians, Arabians, and Indo-Scy-
thians ; and in the rich foreign traffic, the invaluable manufalures,
and extenfive maritime conne@lions of the Subzans and Phaenicians,
RBefides all thefe materials, fo wel! fitted for confolidation into the
vaft fabric which he had proje@ed, the firmeft cement and brighteft
ornaments of the edifice were ftill to be-found in his own nation; I
mean in the altivity, ingenuity, and eaterprize of Greek colonies,
diffufed through all parts of the ancient world.

In the great central peninfula of Afia, his defired work had by
means of thele colonies already been effected, and the foundations
of public profperity had long been eftablithed, The thrse fides of

that



ALEXANDER’S CONQUESTS.

that peninfula extending fixteen hundred miles from Trapezus or
Trebifond to the Syrian gates near Iffus, abounded with Greck citics
governed on the republican plan, whofe inftitutions, both civil and
religious, the conqueror was {tudious to uphold. This long line of
civilization and induftry was farther protracted by the valuabl: coait
of Syria, where Greeks were intermixed with not Jefs buly Pheeni-
cians. In the near vicinity of Phaenicia, Egypt was growing intq a
Greck kingdom ; and Alexandria with its crowded harbours, was faft
rifing * to that commercial pre-eminence which, as Alexander’s
fcheines with regard to Babylon failed through his premature doath,
the capital of the Prolemies was deftined to maintain during the
courfc of eighteen centurics. From the confines of Egypt, the
Greeks of Cyrené then governed, as we [hall fee, by the wifdom and
equity of Mantinzan *° laws, pulhed their dominion five hundred
miles weflward ; fo that the unbroken line of European colonization
along the coafts of Afia and Afvica confiderably excecded the length
of the Mediterranean fua, accurately ecftimated by the ancients at
2,400 Roman miles ™.

On the oppofite, or European {ide, the. conqueror’s views would
have becn feconded by the zcal of ancient Greece, and her flourifhing
colonies in ltaly, Sicily, and Gaul. The narrow feas joining the
Mediterranean and Euxine walhed his dominions in Thrace, and
were commanded by his fleets ; and in this quarter alfo, he would have
found fit inftruments for his boldeft and moft beneficial projeéts.
Towards thefe rugged regions of the north, the Greeks, and pari-
cularly the lonians, had early diffufed their induftrious colonies,
Their principal cities were Olbia at the mouth of the Boryfthenes or
Dnieper ; Panticapzum and Theodofia in the Tauric Cherfonefus ;
Phanagorium on the Cimmerian Bofporus, with a chain of {ea-ports

¥ Sgrabo, 1. xvii. p 7¢2. Conf. Ariftot. Ammianus Murcellinus, L xxii.
de Curva Kei-fumiliaris, (Jpera. vol, i. p. §cg. *» Ariftot. Politic. L. vi. c. 4.
Algxandria non fenfim ut aliz urbes, fod ™ Polybins Specileg. ex L xxxiv. A Ro-
inter initia prima au@a per fpatiofos ambitus. man mile is to an Enghth as 0,91 to 1.
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terminating in the harbour of Tanais, near the inmoft recefs of the
Palus Maotis ., One great obje of thefe eftablithments is explained
by the father of hiftory. From the northern fhores of the Euxine,
the enterprifing colonifts extended their fettlements 350 miles inland
to the country of the Geloni, in conjun&icfn with whom the Greeks
inhabited a wooden city 12 miles in circuit, the immemorial ftaple
of the fur trade . This wooden city, which fhould feem to have
ftood near the fite of the modern Woronez in Ruffia®, appears to
have maintained a conftant communication with the continent and
iflands ot ancient Greece ; for 1 doubt not that the fur famed Hyper-
boreans, who fent regular offerings to Delos*, were no other than
the Greek colonies in thofe remote northern regions.

The moft weftern colony of the Greeks was the famous Maffilia, or
Marfeilles. To this thore, already well known to their traders, and on
which fome feeble fettlements fhould feem to have been previoufly efta-
blithed, the maritime Phocgans had tranfported themfelves from
Ionia 540 years before the Chriftian wra. The motive of their
migration was to efcape from the perfecuting tyranny of the Perfians™,
They abandoned their poffeflions for the fake of their freedom, and
carried with them to their new _country in Gaul, their laws and arts,
together with the revered rites of Ephefian Diana, and the adventu-
rous Ipirit of their commerce. As they increafed in populoufnefs and
power, they diffufed their colonies on both fides of the rocky
fhores of Marfeilles, and particularly over the extent of 150 miles
fygom the mouth of the Rhone to that of the Var™., Their efta-
blilhments at Rhoé, Antipolis, Olbia, and Nicza deferved the name

* Strabo, Pliny, Dionyf. Perieget. earried to the Malian pulph. From thence
* # Herodotus, 1. iv. c. 104. they travelled to Caryflus in Eul @a, The
“ Rennell’s Geography,of Herodotus, €aryftians tranfported them to Tengs, and
- 93- . the Tenians to Delos. Herodotds, L. iiis

 Thefe offerings paffed through the hands ¢, 33. :
of many Scythian nations to the Hadriatic. | * Herodotus, 1.i. c. 184, and Juftin,
The Dodon®ans_ were the firk Greeks who I rliii. c. 3,
received thems From Dodona, they were 7 Suabo, L iv. p. 180, & feq.

T of
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of cities. The Stxzcades or Hieres ifles™ were among their earlief SECT.
pofleffions, and highly -cultivated by their induftry. At the mouth .__...3'..__,

of the Rhone, they alfo occupied the fmall ifland between its two
principal branches, which they adorned with a temple of Diana.
The whole of their territory was favourable to the produdion of
wine and oil, articles which they knew how to procure in perfection,
manfully to defend, and to fell to the beft advantage. Their inflitutions
were, indeed, equally well adapted to the oppofite ftates of war and
peacc. In point of military engines and arfenals, Marfcilles is com-
pated with Cyzicus * and Rbodes, two Greek cities, as we fhall fee,
highly confpicuous for thefe advantages., Their frontiers were
fecured by fortreflfes on the land fide, and they had gained fignal
vi€tories at {ea over the Tulcans and Carthaginians. Their govern-
ment was in the hands of a fenate of {ix hundred, who held their
offices for life, and of a leffer council of fifteen, who conduéted the
current affairs, and {ucceffively prefided in the fenate ™. Their laws
were public, precife, and equal; no armed man was admitted within
their city ; their hofpitality ™ to firangers procured for them extra-
ordinary good will among Greeks and Barbarians. Many of their
inftitutipns had in view the prefervation of that propriety, decency,
and dignity, which, in a well ordered flate, ought to exalt the hu-
man charalter. No licentious feftivals, particularly no corrupt
comedics were permitted at Marfeilles: at funerals all unmanly
lamentations were forbidden : the marriage portions of women were
limited to one hundred aurei, and only the twentieth part of that
fum could be expended in drefs or in ornaments ., In later times,
Marfeilles became the fource of light and information to the neigh-
bouring provinces of France and Italy ; and was frequented by the
Romans, foarcely lefs than Athens itfelf, as a fchool of Greek learn-

“ They confilted-of three large, and two ¥ Valerins Magimus, L. ii. c. 6.

fmaller, iflands, 3! Strabo and Valerius Maximus, Ibid,
» Btrabo, L. xiv. p. 653 Conf. Cicero, Oratio pro Flacco, c. Ixiii.
® Id. Liv. p. 1790

ing.
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ing., But before the age of Alexander this remote colony had ob-
tained nearly the full meafure of its firength and wealth ; and in the
reign of that prince, the voyages of Pytheas of Marfeilles illuftrated
the enterprizing fpirit by which his countrymen were animated.
Pytheas circumnavigated the Britifh ifles; he failed even to Thule,
Iceland, His accounts of thofe far diftant and unknown lands, were
difgraced perhaps by exaggegations and fitions ; though fome of his
reports which have been branded as the vileft fables, rather refle&
difgrace on thofe who ignorantly rejected them .

But the helps to be found in Gaul were then inconfiderable in
comparifon with the afliftance which Alexander might have derived
from either divifion of Magna Gracia. In the age preceding his
own, the petty tyrant of Syracufe had fitted out four hundred fhips
of war from a fingle harbour. The fame Dionylins commanded an
army of 120,000 foot, and 20,000 horfe *, During the intermediate
fpace of time, the refources of the Sicilians had not diminifhed ;
thofe of their brethren in Italy were alfo flourifthing and powertul.
The fame of Alexander filled the remoteft of thefe countries; and
while in contemplating his vi€tories, the Spartans maintained a proud
filence, and the Athenians too often indulged the loquacity of anger
and envy *, all the other various communities of Grecks, which in
their difperflion over fo many coafts and iflands, cannot be eftimated
at lefs than 20 millions of fouls *, were forward to aflociate them-
felves to the glory of an enlightened and liberal conqueror, who
prote@ed their laws, encouraged their arts ; and together with their
arms and their commerce, diffufed alfo, their inftitutions, their

8 In Thule, for example, Pycheas faid
that the elements were combined in a certain
chaotic mixture, refembling the fithes called
Molliabynaturalifts. Seemy Analyfisol Arif-
totle,vol i. p.147. 8vo.edit. But thisallufion
to the Mollia plainly indicates the vaft quan-

tities of fea plants found on the fhores of the -

northern ocean, extending over vaft trads of
country, and often rifing in maffes above fix

feet high. . In thofe rcgions of Cimmerian
darknefs, Pytheas ditcorned only that foft
{lippery fubftance refembling Mollia which
he trod under foot. Martinet in A& Hgr-
lem. apnd Schweigh. in Polyb, 1, xgxiv, ¢. 5.

# Diodorus Siculas, 1. xiv. f. 47.

» Livy, L. viii. c. 18,

¥ Bee above, p. 18,

language,
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language, and their learning over the fineft countries of anti-
quity.

Had Alexander lived to confolidate his conquefts within the limits
above afligned, the unrefirained intercourfe of the ancient world
would havenearly accorded with whatthe difcovery of America realized,
on a flill larger fcale, in the modern. The precious metals of Spain
(for it abounded in both forts), would have been freely and fecurely
exchanged for the fpices of India, the perfumes of Arabia, and the
manufaltures of many induftrious intermediate countries. The
weltern divifion of this huge mafs of empire, from the pillars of
Hercules to the Euphrates, was afterwards conquered, and long
governed, by the Romans ; and the eaftern, from the Euphrates to
the Hyphalis, was that portion of his conquefts which, from the
precautions that Alexander had taken, would have been the moft
eafily retained.

By choofing in the centre of this vaft territory, Babylon for the
houfe of his kingdom ¥, he complied at once with the invitation of
great narural advantages, and the example of former mafters of the
Eaft, who had reared their fucceflive capitals on the rich Babylonian
plain, peculiarly produ&ive in grain, and of unrivalled conveniency
for building. From its intermediate fituation, Babylon, before it
was opprefled by Perfian tyranny, had anciently been the goal and
main rendezvous of Afiatic caravans. Alexander, while he reftored
this inland traffic of the Babylonians, purpofed alfo to revive and
greatly extend their ancient commerce by fea . 1n this defign he is
faid to have been encouraged by the fuccefsful voyage of Nearchus,
which had joined Affyria with India; and the wifdom of his under-
taking is confirmed by the reports of modesn navigators, who inform
us that many harbours on the Perfian gulph, admit veffels drawing
twelve feet water; a depth fully fufficient for the largeft Grecian
gallies, and more than fufficient for the round flat-bottomed merchant-

# Conf. Daniel, c.iv v. 30, and Strabo, v BaGurums, &
L x¥s p. 731+ 01 768 rywro 1 Caovdmoy, erde ¥ Arrian Exped. Alexand. L viis c. 20,

men
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S EC T. men of antiquity. In profecution of an enterprize bearing the

v United ftamps of grandeur and utility, while proper perfons were
employed by Alexander to repair or embellifh the temples and
palaces, the parks or paradifes, of Babylon, the king furveyed with
his own eyes the navigable courfes of the Euphrates and Tigris,
above and below that city. In the courfe of this examination, he
every where removed the artificial obftacles with which the com-
merce of thefe great rivers, the natural inlets to Afia, had becn in-
terrupted by the cowadice or jealoufy of the Perfians . With a
fimilar view he formed a harbour at Babylon fit to contain a thou-
fand gallies, and furnifhed with large galleries or porticoes, under
cover of which that namber of fail might, according to the ancient
fathion, be ‘occafionally hauled on fhore **. The native cyprels of
Babylonia was employed in the conftruction of innumerable fmall
craft ; and for building larger fhips, as the recmote Hyrcanian foreft
was laid under contribution *', the vaft woods in Armenia would
not be overlooked, fince thefe great magazines of timber being near to
the Tigris and Euphrates, might be floated with much eafe to Baby-
lonia. 'To Thapfacus on the Euphrates one hundred and fifty miles
above Babylon, he caufed to be conveyed over land from Phecnicia,
thirty long veflels, with fingle banks of oars, and twenty trireme
gallies built by the beft Pheenician artizans. To prépare them for
this conveyance the fhips were taken in picces*: they were re-
conftru@ed at Thapfacus, and thence failed proudly down the river,
being intended by Alexander to ferve as models in the formation of
future mavics, which unhappily never exifted but in fancy*

% 8trabo, 1. xvi. p. 740. and Arrian, " 4 Plutarch ig Alexan. Arrian and Ty
1. viis ¢. 7. After fush indubitable teftimo. dorus.

nies, Niebubr’s Opinjon, vol. i p. 307,

“ that thefe, obfruélions .wese dykes for

keeping up the waters to 2 fit Jevel for the

pufpofes of irrigation ;" chis opinion, ¥ fay,

deferves only to be mentioned, becaufe en.

tertained by a traveller in h1gh elkimation.
* Arsian, 1. vile c. 3g.

4 Arrian, ibid,

4 Only fix years after Alemnd:r’g death,
the Eaphrates was navigated for the laft
rime by twa Grecian gallies; the fole semains
of all his mighty preparations, Diodorus,
oxix £ a3,

The
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The barbarous policy of the Perfians had ruined the forcign traffic
of Affyria.  Under the fame odious tyranny, agriculture and manu-
factures had alfo fallen to decay.” Alexander, with impartial atten-
tion to every fpecies of ufeful induftry, examined and improved «
the refervoirs of water and canals indifpenfible in a country where all
is defert, that cannot be duly fupplied with moifture ; and where all is
of exuberant fertility, that can be flooded and drained at the proper
feafons. To encourage the labours of his workmen in this effential
undertaking, he committed himfelf in a flight veflel to the intricacy
of reedy lakes, and the unwholefomenefs of {limy ditches. Although
the greater canals of Affyria had been long negle@ted and ex-
baufted, there remained (and they fill remain to the prefent day)
two artificial lakes with channels joining them to the Euphrates,
One of thefe lakes, direétly weft of Babylon, is now diftinguithed by
the tomb of Hofein ; the other thirty miles fouth of it, is diftin-
guithed by the tomb of Ali; and it is worthy of remark, that thefe
tombs of Mahommedan faints fhould now fupply # the place of an-
tient {epulchres of Babylonian prici"‘ls and princes, ({ince the facerdotal
calt in Babylon united, like the defcendants of Mahommet, both
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chara@ers,) carefully examined and even repaired by Alexandér in -

the courfe of his agricultural furvey. Upon the canal Pallacopas
leading to the more fouthern of the two lakes, the operations of the
Macedonian workmen were of the moft beneficial tendency. The
¥allacopas, though bearing the appearance of a natural river, was not
fed by fprings, nor replenifhed by mountain fnows, but flowing
from the main trunk of the Euphrates ferved to moderate its redun~
dant force by diverting part of its waters into the {ea, through va-

+ Axikwdee yop T¢ Mpres 1w xeue T wo in one part of the country, fhould have re-
EvQpurrs o Acevgds ymw aphum, wapamhewn. moved the weirs or dams effential to irriga.
Appuan. Syriac. c. 56, Conf. Strabo, 1. xvi. tion in another? Vid. Nicbuhr ubi fupra.

p. 741. How is it pofiible to imagine with  # Conf. Arrian, L. vii. ¢. 22, and Nicbuhr,
Nicbuhr, that the fame perfon who made vol. ii. p. 181,
fuch exertions for the benefits of agriculture

YOL, 1. cc 10us
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SYCT. riousand fcarcely perceptible outlets. But thig falutary drain being

g..-—-‘-{;--_l carried through too foft a foil, gradually ttooped out and funk its

oofy bed ; fo that the Euphrates continued flill to enter it after the

fummer inundation had ccafed, and thereby loft that elevation necel-

fary at other feafons for refrething and fertilizing the aduft Baby-

lonian plain. Upon a careful examination of the circumjacent dif-

trict, Alexander difcovered only three miles diftant from the head of

the Pallacopas, a hard and rocky bottom. Through this firm

ground, he commanded a new canal to be drawn ; and the water

being made thus to flow betwecen folid banks, the inundations of the

Euphrates were fitly controuled at one feafon, without too much
deprefling its furface at another «.

‘];1::1‘::; After this effential fervice had been rcndered to Babylonia, the

pencd init.  king with a failor’s cap on his head, and fteering his own veffel, fol-

lowed the lower courfe of the Pallacopas, and furveyed the many

turbid pools and reedy marthes, which, through a long feries of ne-

gle&, deformed the fouthern coaft. On this occafion a trivial occur-

rence gave birth to wonderful reports. A fudden guft of wind un-

‘eovered Alexander’s head ; his heavy cap fell near to him, and funk

in the water, but the encircling fillet or diadem floated at random in

the air, till intercepted and canght among the reeds growing out of

the lofty tomb of an ancient Aflyrian king. A Tyrian mariner

fprang into the lake to recover the royal ornament ; and left it thould

be foiled in the muddy water, wound it about his own brows,

and thus {wam back to Alexander. The king ordered the Pheeni-

cian’s a&ivity to be rewarded with a talent of filver ; but his accom=

pinying priefts pronounced fentence of death on the man who had

wantonly ufurped the peculiar badge of empire. This fuperfitious

éruelty was however teftruined through Alexander’s humade inter-

ference ; and thie fentence of death commuted for a flight corporal

pupifiment. At a certain diftance of time, when the circumfances

# Arrian, L vii, ¢ 21.

of
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of this incident were forgotten, the unguarded affumption of the
diadem was transferred from an ignoble and namelefs mariner to
Seleucus Nicator, that in him it might be creduloufly conftrued into
anomen of future greatnefs ¥,

Having completed his {urvey of the Pallacopas, and its adjacent
martthes, for the waters of which he provided proper outlets, Alexan-
der terminated his progrefs through fouthern Babylonia, by the fe-
leCtion of a fit fite for a firong-hold and garrifon. The place foon
grew into a city peopled chiefly by Greeks incapable of field fervice,
and by fuch others of their countrymen as withed to repofe from their
military labours in a remote and long negle@ed territory, to which
their mafter had determined to reftore its antient and natural pre-
eminence ¢,

Upon his return to Babylon from this peaceful expedition, Alex-
ander befides new levies of Barbarians, armed and difciplined after
the Greek fafhion, was joined by numerous bands of failors attracted
by great bounties, and the promife of high wages from the {ea-faring
cities around the Mediterranean ; among whom are particularly {pe-
cified thofe who fithed for the purple fhell, not only on the coaft of
Pheenicia, but on many neighbouring fhores ®**  The fhort remainder
of his life was {pent in military or naval reviews, and memorable for
the novelty of fhip races ** on the Euphrates and Tigris; an enter-
tainment coupled with defigns of much utility, and exhibited for the
firft and unfortunately the laft time on the great Babylonian rivers.

The premature death of Alexander was lamented by many, who
feized not what is truly moft lamentable in his ftory, His cam-
poigns and batiles have been defcribed, but the more chara@eriftic
glories of ‘his reign are thewn to us by parcels, without that clear
reprefentation of the whole, which can alone give ta each diftin&ive
feature its full beauty and brilliancy. His tranfactions in Babylon

< Arrain, 1. vii. € 22, *# Acrrian, L vil, ¢, 19.

~ Arrian and Strabo, 1. =v, * Ibid. c. 23.
L Ca welc
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were indeed intimately conne@ed with his ufeful and magnificent
cflablifhments on the Indus and Jaxartes ; with his operations in the
forefts of Hyrcania, and the contiguous iron mines of Margiana ; and
with the proje&ted elongations of his empire to the outlying empo-
riums of Ethiopia and Tarteflus. His afcendancy over the whole, he
fhould feem to have deemed neceffary to the beft improvement of
the parts : but in confequence of this ambitious reafoning, how multi-
farious foever his exertions, their ends werc fimple and definite; to
cnliven arts and induftry, to introduce mutually beneficial inter-
courfe, to harmonize inftitutions and manners. On the ftock of
conveniency or neceflity, he ftudied to engraft the refinements of
elegance, and the charms of focial pleafure. Commerce was
to be cultivated, not merely as the procurefs of fuperflous luxu-
ries, but that the interchange of commodities might produce a reci-
procation of fentiment and affetion ; and that the free, equal, and
unobflruéted communication among men of different countries might
remove thofe local prejudices which prevented them from viewing
each other as brethren*.:

With a view to this liberal policy, the famous nuptials were cele~
brated (ten thoufand in a fingle day) between Grecks and Bar-
barians ; the Afiatics of diftin&ion were carefully difciplined not
therely in -the arms, but in the arts and attainments of their
European conquerors; and as various colonies of Europeans had
eftablithed themfelves in Afia and Africa, other colonies in return
were to be tranfported from thofe quarters of the world, and accom-
modated with fecure fetilements in Eurepe®. The fame generous
fpirit pervaded all his arrangements, military, financial, and polii-
cal, In the judicious diftribution of his troops, his garrifons ferved
the ufeful purpofe of ftaples or faftories. Impofle were moderate,

-

¥ To perceive the full merit of Alezgnder an enemy by one and the fame ward:
in this particular, our fancy muft tranfport "(Ciero de Offic. 1. i c. 12.) local antipathies
us to ancient times. In thofe ages the Rill more bitter prevailed, as we have feen,
Greeks treated all other nations as Barba- i1 Afia and Africa, |
rians: the Romans denoted a Rrangerapd ¥ Diodorus, Lowviii. £ 4.

and
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and his colleCtors amenable to the laws on the {malleft violation of
juftice.  He allowed no people to tyrannize over another, and leaft
of all his own haughty Macedonians, thereby reftoring that equality
and confidence which is the vital fpring of both produ&ive and
commercial mduﬁry Before this fpring had been broken by the
defpotifm of nations over nations, we have feen the wonderful exer-
tions of the Babylonians and Egyptians for the extenfion of agricul-
ture, and the fingular inftitutions by which the Egyptian priefts en-
deavoured to wean their iubjects from a paftoral and wandering life.
Hiftory is full of the labours of Alexander towards the fame end,
even during the progrefs of his conquefts **; an end of the utmoft
jmportance, fince the preponderancy of barbarous Nomades has
ever proved the greateft bane both of Afia and Africa.

By the arrangements which he made, and the ftyle of war which
he introduced, the central and civilized nations of the Eaft, remained
fecure for nearly a century after him, againit the fierce rovers of
either the northern or fouthern deferts, This advantage peculiar to
that period of time, together with the extent and contiguity of his
dominions, entitled him to form plans of imimitable boldnefs, We
have feen the vaft multiplicity of his relources and auxiliaries. DBut
the greateft refource of all was in his own mind. To attain perfonal
cxcellence, no exertion feemed laborious; to promote excellence in
others, no attention and no expence was {pared. In one gratuity he
beftowed eight hundred talents towards the improvement of natural
biftory *: a fum that bore no inconfiderable proportion to the annual
pay of the army, with which he had atchieved his conquefts, On
another occafion he fent ten thoufand talents into Greece, to defray
the vepairs of remples and other public edifices*, Alive to every
kind of honpurable talent, he entered with deep intereft into the
competitions of painters and muficians, thowering liberality on thofe
to whom the prize of merit had been adjudged, even contrary to his

® Straba; 1, xi. Pliny, L vi, and Plutarch,  ** Atheneus, L 5. p. 398,

in Alesand. % Plutgrch 1n Alexand,
LWn
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SECT. own wifhes*; and the man who difplayed fuch munificence in
S Maatters lefs immediately conneted with his favourite purpofes,
could not be expe&ed lels eager in fharpening the dexterity of en-

gineers, architefts, fhip builders, and all thofe agents or inftruments

by which his great royal works were to be effected. During the fer-

vour of youth and the career of vittory, he {o nicely difcriminated

between impoffibilities and mere difficulties, that none of his under-

takings failed, nor were any of his projeéts likely to prove abortive,

Upon this confideration, chiefly, his philofophical hiftorian, warmed

by an enthufiafm of recafon, cxclaims that Alexander was fent into

the world by {ome peculiar providence, a man like to none other,

and whom both ations and defigns became, that would become none
befides *7.

?2}%;’{;‘}“; Without adopting this extraordinary praile, we may obferve, that
no other conqueror was ever entitled to embrace the fame lofty vicws,
The great Aflyrian monarchy comprehended, as we have feen,
only the eaftern divifion of his empire. The Medes and DPer-
fians, who f{ucceeded to the Aflyrians, were incapacitated from
forming any generous plans of public utility, by their igno-
rance, barbarifm, tyranny and faperftitious abhorrence of the
fea, and a fea-faring life. The Parthians, who came long after,
were deformed by maxims not lels illiberal, and by charaders ftill
more ferocious; and the Romans, who fought three centuries with
the Parthians, without gaining from them the frontier province of
Mefopotamia **, would have been prevented by the interpofition of
thefe warlike barbarians, (even had their own maxims been lefs un-
favourable to commerce) frg®™EViving the ufeful links of communi-
cation, which Alexander had eftablithed between the countriesof the
Eaft and Weft. Befides this, the Romans, as we fhall fée, difguifed,
without relinquithing *°, the odious tyranny of nations over nations ;

3 Plutarch in Alexand. ¥ Juliani Cecfares, p. 324.
31 Acriang L vii. fub fu. # Jofeph, Bell. Jud. L ii. ¢. 16.
a tyranny
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a tyranny which had been afferted by all Afiatic conquerors before
Alexander ; and which has been exercifed with tremendous defpotifm,
by all the fucceflive dynaflies of Scythian, or Arabian, extration,
that fince the downfal of the Macedonian power, have barbarifced the
fineflt countries of the earth; countries whofe carly profperity, re-
mounting beyond the far-famed triumphs of Ninus and Semiramis,
flourithed in its utmoft vigour before furrounding nations had
yet beheld the gorgeous walls of Nineveh and Babylon, or crouched
to thofe proud capitals, the blood-thirfty tyrants of proftrate pro-
vinces. Alexander alone had enough of real greatnefs to difdain all
empty fhadows of it. When the archite& Staficrates propofed to
fathion mount Athos into his ftatue *, he obferved coldly : “ we will
Jeave Athos unmolefted; it is already the monument of royal folly*.

Yet the man who in other matters refpected the * golden mean”
was carelefs of this. moft important of all maxims in regard to his
own perfon. The time and manner of his death illuftrates, indecd,
the vanity of all human affairs, but excmplifies allo a praically
more important leflon perpetually inculcated by his preceptor **:
namely, the inevitable ruin of the greateft defigns and of the brighteft
chara@ers through any confiderable deficiency in point of any one
moral virtue. In the cabinet and the field, Alexander’s indefatiga-
ble-body had kept pace with the a&ivity of his mind ; but in the
feftive entertainments, which preceeded or followed great enterprizes,
he fometimes was betrayed by the focial warmth of his difpofition,
(for in the ufe of wine he was habitually fparing *,) into idle con-
fli&ts of intemperance and drunkénnefs, in which honefty and open

% Plutarch in Alexand. Creditur olim,
¢ The sllufion is to Xerxes® idle vanity in  Velificatus Athos, et quidquid Grecia mens
feparating the promonteryof Athos from the dax

continent, and failing between them. He- Aundet in Hiltoria, &e. Satyr. x. v. 174,
rodot. 1. vii. ¢ 21. Lyfias in Orat. Faneb.  © See Ariftotle’s Ethics, throughout.
and Ifocrat. in Panegyr. Juvenal, out of % Arriag, . vii, fub fia,

hatred to the Greeks, fays malicioully, if

not ignorantly,
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frankncfs are always the fooneft worlted. Upon an occafion of this

v kind, the projefted circumnavigation of Arabia, of which we have

before {poken, after he had entertained Nearclius and his officers, he
was paffing from the banqueting room to the bath to prepare himfelf
for rcft, when his progrefs was interrupted by Medius, one of thole
"perfons called the king’s friends, though many of them deferved a
tiuite contrary appellation, They confiled of men of learning or
information ; poets, artifts, philofophers, not excluding the votaries
of wit, pleafantry, and convivial merriment, who, without any
employmeot in the ftate or army, were admitred to the king’s table
and converfation, to vary the dull monotoay of military life, Medius

‘flopped Alexander to sequeft his prefence at a banquet, that was

cclebrating in another part of the palace, “becaufe the company
could not fail to pleale him *.” The king too indulgently complied,
fince he retired from this fecond drinking bout, which was prolonged
twenty-four houts, in a fever of which he died eleven days after-
wards. -On the third® day of his malady, he was able to hear from
Nearchus a relation of fome memorable occurrences in the Indian feas.
He was repeatedly conveyed to a cool garden, on the lofty bank of
the Euphrates, oppofite to the mya! palace, but without finding any
xrelief to His buraing heat. On the 4th and sth days, he tranfaGed
public bufines, and gave fome new dire@ions concerning the pur-
pofed expedition to Arabia, Next morning, he attended the facrifices
with difficulty, and filled up fome vacancies in the army. On the
8th day he was conveyed, for the laft tine, acrols the Euphrates, and
again back to the palace. On the Yoth the foldiers, deeply concernsd
for his fafety, demanded to'fee their beloved general and fovereign,
They were allowed to pafe through hid apartmeat in fingle file: the
king was fpcechlefs, bit: afe@ionstely fretched forth to them bis
hand. n the night following, Seleucus and Python, two of the
® Fucb g w il v apw, Arsian, spnd Plotarch in Alexand. and Arriag,

L vil. c 240 A viiv 5, lﬁl
@ Seg an extra& from the Royal Diary,

youngeft
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youngeft royal companions, vifited the temple of Serapis to confult SECT.
that prote@ing divinity of commerce, whether Alexander (hould be ___'" )
carried (o his fhrine and immediate prefence, that the malady which

afflited him, might be healed by divine aid. They received for

anfwer that the king had beft remain in his prefent (ituation ; and his

death immediately fucceeding this oracular refpnnfe, was, therefore,

pioufly conftrued into the beft thing that could befal him*,

To thefe particulars recorded in tlie Royal Diary, it is added by And tefta-
Ariftobulus ®, a contemporary biographer, that Alexander being
afked, immediately before his diffolution, to whom he bequeathed
the empire, replied, * to the ftrongeft, for my obfequies, I know, will
be celebrated by firenuous funeral games among my generals.” This
report, though invalidated by the filence of the Royal Diary, was
greedily embraced by the Greeks, whom Homer had taught to be-
lieve that the foul, at taking its flight from the body, often clearly
prediQted the fccrets of futurity . Even thofe who in later times
affected to difregard this idle {uperftition, acknowledged the charac-
teriftic fitnefs of an an(wer, thus veiling the king’s melancholy pre-
fages under his habitual magnanimity. Yet Alexander had not been
guilty of the omiffion, to which able and bufy men are found pecu-
liarly liable. Sleep and love, he ufed to fay, kept him in mind of
his mortality **; impreffed with which refle&tion, he had made a full
and clear teftamentary difpofition with regard to his whole domi-
nions®. In him, indeed, this precaution was the more ral and
neceffary, becaufe the patrimeny of his crown bore fo }ﬁi a pro-
portion to the perfonal acquifitions of the king, that all notions of
hercditary monarchy were loft in the boundlefs extent of conqueft.
The place chofen as the depolitory of this important inftrument, was
the city of Rhodes, capital of the ifland of that name, which on

& Plutarch ubi ‘fupra. and Arrian, 1. vil.  Sienlns, L xviii. c. 1.
<. 25 “ Plutarch in Alexnd,

5 ﬁpﬂd Arrian, c. 26. % Asalbien: v'rag tane 1o Cmednae Diodo-
¥ qliad; 1. xvi. v.850 Conf. Diodorus rus, L ax. f. 81
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various acceunts Alexander regarded with much fond partiality ™.
The Rhodiaps had early acknowledged his jult afcendancy, and ad-
mitted a Macedonian garrifon; a cordial correfpondence fubfifted
between them and their proteGor; and the enterprifing iflanders,
amidft the decline of greater commonwealths, had begun to affume
their high fiation of pre-eminence as bold and liberal traders, the
redoubted foes to piracy, the ingenious cultivators of arts, and the

‘authors of thofe falutary marine laws deftined to perpetuate their

renown to the lateft pofterity. But in the matter of Alexander’s
teftament, the Rhodians acted not confiftently with their own cha-
raéter, or the favourable opinion which that prince had conceived of
them. Their defcendants always boafted  with prepofterous vanity,
that Rhodes had once been in poffeffion of a document {o important
to the world ; but the deed ivelf, which many powerful perfons had
the ftrongeft intereft to cancel, never made its appearance; and
Alexander’s fucceflion, except that for a reafon to be explained pre-
fently, he had committed his ring or fignet to Perdiccas, was left to
be decided by the ambiguous Jaws of his country, and the difcordant
pretenfions of his generals.

* He had married Barcisg, widow of ndnmadhupm'm Platarch in Alexand,

Mempon the Rbodian ; and a magnificent p. 684.
belt, the gift of the Rbodians, mﬂgm:ly n Dmdms. I xz. { 81,
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CHAPTER 1L

Heirs in the Family of Alexander,~Their refpective Incompeiencies— Pretenfions
of his.Generals.~Their Proceedings conformable to their feveral Ranks and
Situations.—Arrbideus chofen King by the Phalanx —Perdiccas’s Charadter
and Views.—Thofe of Nearchus and Piolemy.—Bold Stratagem of Perdiceas,
awhich terminates the Sedition.—Divifion of the Provinces.—Lamentations of
Alexander’s Afatic Smije&.—Hi.r late Funeral.

LEXANDER is faid to have died childles ¥, an expreffion
indicating that the Greeks did not regard as legitimate his
offspring by Afian women, though this opinion was never declared,
nor perhaps entertained by himfelf. The year before his return to
Babylon be had married Roxana, the daughter of Oxyartes the
Badrian; and a twelvemonth after celebrating thefe nuptials, had
efpoufed @ill mdre publicly Statira, eldeft daughter to Darius*

Aadwidpy Terdavroores awmdss,  Diodor. ? Conf. Diodor. 1. xviil. f. 107. Arrian,
L. xviii. f, 2. L vii. ¢. 4. Plutarch in Alexand.
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cHap, But as early as the fecond year of his expedition, and nearly nine
L years before his death, there had been found in the furrender of
= Damafcus, Barcina, widow of Memnon the Rhodian, and daughter
to Artabazes, a Perfian of diftin@lion by a princefs of the royal

blood. The beauty of Barcina, and ftill more her amiable chara&er

and Grecian education’, rccommended the Syrian captive to Alex-

ander’s bed. She bore to him a fon, named Hercules, now in his

fifth ycar *. Roxana was fix months piegnant, and fhortly after

the king’s death brought forth a fon, called Alexander from his

father. Statira, the daughter of Darius, who had been wedded with

fo much folemnity at Suza was not a mother. The deficiency in

point of defcendants was hot fupplied by collaterals deemed worthy

Philip of fucceeding to the throne, Alexander’s half-brother Philip Arrhi-
Arrhidzus. gor4s, nearly of the fame age with himfelf, had indeed been ac-
knowledged, and royally educated by king Philip, though the fon of a
Theffalian dancing woman ®.  But Arrhidxus was a prince of a
weak underftanding, and an unambitious temper, who had followed
the Macedonian camp, withont bearing any command, or ever tak-
Cleopatra, 1D Part in any important tranfaQion®,  Alexander’s full fifter, Cleo-
gﬂj":{j;:“d patra, after the death of her hufband the dependent king of Epirus,
had paffed into Afia, lefs folicitous about finding there a new mar-

riage fuitable to her rank, than eager to indulge in the midft of a

great army her unbounded gallantries. The incorrigible loofenefs

of her behaviour was univerfally fligmatifed even in that licentious

age, and the object of contemptuous derifion to Alexander himfelf”,

Another fifter called Cynna formed a fort of contraft with Cleopatra.*

Cynna * was the daughter of an lllyrian named Euridice ’, but far

? Plutarch in Alexand. p. 676, ber {hare in the empire.” Plut. ibid. p. 818,
4+ Plutarch in Eumen. * Called Cynnuna by Airma wpud Pho-
* Pyufan. Arcad. ¢, vii. and Athengus, tium, p.21g.

L iz p. §78. » Her onginal name, Audalis, had been
¢ Plutarch in Alexand, changed into Evridicss Conf. Pelyas.

¥ When informed of her diforders, “leave Btratag, 1. viii. ¢, 6o, and Elian. Var, Hhit.
her to e1 joy,” he faid, * what the confiders 2s I aiil. ¢, 6.

more
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more refembled her warlike brother than did Cleopatra, who
fhared his blood by both parents. Her hufband Amyntas having
afpired to the throne on the death of his uncle Philip, had by
the fentence of his country been configned to the punithment of un-
fuccefsful rebellion. Cynna followed Alexander into Afia, affumed
the lance and helmet, and delighted to fight in the firlt ranks >, To
the fame martial accomplithments, in which herfelf excelled, the
devoted and trained her daughter by the unfortunate Amyntas, who
bore the family name of Euridice ; and whole charaer, as we fhall
fec hereafter, well correfponded with her education. Yet neither
Cyunna nor Euridice, any more than the voluptuous profligacy of
Cleopatra, were ever thought of in the great queftion of fucceflion
to the empire ; cuftom without any exprefs declaration having efta-
blifhed a fort of Salic law forbidding the government of women over
frcemen and foldiers.

Befides the pofterity of Alexander and his father Philip, three
generals of great renown boafted of a more remote defcent from the
royal family. Thele were Leonnatus and Perdiccas, both prefent in
Babylon, and Antigonus then refiding '* as governor of Phrygiain the
centre of the Ahatic peninfula.  Thefe ambitious men were likely to
urge with keennefs their double pretenfions of birth and merit;
whereas Ptolemy, though in both refpe@s above them, was con-
tented to be thought the fon of Lagus, and had been treated by
Alexander with more fraternal regard becaufe he had never claimed
the name of brother **, In addition to thefe four, there were ten
other generals who, from the glory of their exploits, and the high
rank, which, as will be explained prefently, they held in Alex-
ander’s fervice, could not be expected eafily to acknowledge a fupe-

» Diodorus, L xix, £ 52, und Athenzus, companied either Philip or Alexander in
Liv. p ;;;. 8ke is fwid by Polymaus, thewr liiyrian warfare.
b vifi. c. 6. to have flain with her own hand " Dexippus apud Photium, p. 220. and
Ceria o rival herojpe, gueen ofthe Phyrs  Arrian, L i, ¢ 30
g wnsy (read) Jyrians, She mult have ac- % Curtius, 1. ix. c. 8.
Iior.
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cuap. rior. Of thefe, feven were then prefent in' Babylon ; Lyfimachus,
. Ariftonous, Python, Seleucus, Eumenes, Meleager, Nearchus ''; of
=== the three remaining, Peuceftes, whole hcrml’m had faved the life of
his mafter in the affault of the Mallian fostrefs, refided ** in his go-
vernment of Perfis, the proper Perfia ; Antipater continued to govern
with almoft royal power Greece and Macedon ; and Craterus, an old
general wedded to the cuftoms of his country, and of great popula-
rity in the army, was marching with tea thoufand veterans throiigh
Cilicia ”, that they might be exchanged for a greater number of new
recruits -from, Europe. This long lift of generals, moft of them
men of fierce fpifits and unprincipled ambition, the policy as well as
the magnanimity of Alexander had overawed. In each province,
he bad f{eparated the departments of the purfe and of the fword ;
and for the prote&ion of his fubjetts at large, had eftablithed firm
barriers of juftice guarded with unceafing vigilance. But to uphold
fuch a fabric required the abilities of him who had ereéted it;
and no two things could be more widely at variance than the exi-
gencies ‘of the empire and the condition of the royal line ; the weak-
nefs of Arrhideus, the nonage of Hercules, the precarious expe@ance
of Roxana’s pregnancy. - Yet both Greeks and. Barbarians looked
for alawful fovereign in the family of their late king : and the merits
of his lietitenants were fo eqndb batanced, that it would not be eafly
to.decide which of them fhould hold the regecy. <+
Deliberation To deliberate ¢oncerning both the fucceffion: and admimﬂ:radon,
,‘,’:‘:,‘::‘:f the ‘principal ‘officers. allembled in the palace ‘the day after Alexan-
E:i f der’s death, .. The: ’dch‘bﬂ"ﬁﬂﬁ l&ﬁif.u wtﬂm&ﬁm&&uom im«
mcdmdy following it, hnve lm‘hatto been rqmsfcnted as a. blind
feramble for power ationg’ profigut M%ﬂhgnfutpm Their
pmcecdmzt. indeed, ‘are tranfmitted to us from antiquity, through

™ Desippns et ' Avkian, apud. Bhots et ».whot. Felog. p.m apdp. mpg. and
Cortigs, 1. x ¢, 6.1, Arrian Lo vils B g2

'*M&n,lwc 30,
the
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the medium of obfcure fragments **, or flowery declamation ', But
a careful ftudy of this illuftrious reign, and of the Macedonian in-
ftitations,. will fhew that in the whole bufine(s, there was much re-
gularity, and particularly that affairs ftill followed the impulfe which
Alexander had given to them, the parts acted by his generals exaltly
correfponding to their refpeQive fituations in his army. The com-
pofition of this army will therefore firft require our attention.

The Macedonian Phalanx confifted at firlt of {ix, and afterwards
of fixteen thonfand fpearmen, asrranged fixteen in depth. In its
ufual order it occupied a line of three thoufand feet, but could con-
tradt itfelf in a charge to one half of thar length ™. By its depth,
compaétnefs, and the nature of its weapons, this body of infantry
furmounted every enemy both in the time of Alexander, and that
of his immediate fucceffors. But in the wars between the followers
of thofe princes, and the Romans, the phalanx was fhown to be in
itfelf a very incomplete " inftrument of vittory ; it depended on the
co-operation of lighter troops, for removing obftacles, for covering
its flank, and for giving it a fair opportunity to exercife in froat its
invariably refiftlefs firength. In the reign of Alexander, thefe effen-
tial auxiliaries to the Phalanx confifted of the hypafpifts, a body
of three thoufand light infantry **; and of the equeffrian companions,
a regiment of two thoufand and forty-eight horfe. "When the
Phalanx was doubled from fixteen to thirty-two thoufand fpearmen,
thefe lighter troops might in the fame proportion be augmented, ftill
preferving the original modes of divifion by which their refpeQive
fyftems were diftinguithed. In the formation and employmcnt of

 “The Escarpts from Dexippus-and Ace us owrapens, all-fufficient in iefelf.  Polybius,
tign in Photius, p. #00—2715. L xviii. ¢, 1215,
" Cuntins, L &. 6.'s. & fg. * TMiferasgor davumro o oums xgasauno,
O wrrvenders ey uﬂw B. Car- that admirable and indefatigable light in-
dinal Beffarion’s Grammar from an ancient fantry. Demeft. Qlynth. ¢. vi. The Ro
treatife on the Phaldnr., mans called the hypafpifls cetrati. F. Liv.
® The defests of the later Macedonian L. xliv. c. 41, and paffim.
kings arofe from their confidering thePhalanx
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