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one mountain after another, poured from the Rhetian rocks into
the foft bofom of Italy **. The beauties of the delicious plain, into
which they had fuddenly defcended, affected them the more power-
fully, as they ftill affe& every traveller ®, by contraft with the rugged
favagenefls of the mountains which they had left behind. When
news of their fuccelsful boldnefs reached their longing countrymen,
ever dif;ontented at home, the ftandard of foreign enterprile was
crowded by‘ new multitudes, who invaded, conquered, and colonifed
part of the territory betiveen the Alps and Apeanines, then culti-
vated by the Tufcans; from which, carelefs of cvery art but agricul-
ture and arms, the Gauls diffufed terror on all fides around them :
compelled the neighbouring nations of Italy to receive their yoke;
and about a century before the period which forms our prefent fub-
jeét, facked the lefs fortified part of Rome, and were on the point
of florming the citadel. But fortune watched over the fafety of
this illuftrious commonwealth, and refcued her feeble infancy from
the gripe of thofe fanguinary aflailants. The Veneti, a people
agreeing with the Gallic invaders in appeafance and manners, but
differing from them in language, had made an irruption into their
domeflic territories*, and retorted their cruel devaftations. The
Gauls, flung with rage at this aggreflion, abandoned their new
conquefts ; and flew to defend their homes, their houfehold gods,
and helplefs families. On many future occafions they marched
fouthward to Latium, and with the aflitance of their brethren be-
yond the Alps, defolated the open country, and conquered in feveral
battles *’; but they never had reafon to rejoice in the fuccefs of a
fingle campaign ; and their firuggle with Rome, forthe dominion of

#4Te, Liv. Losa e 17—33 & feq.
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Italy, during a period of an hundred and fixty-five years™, exhibits
the unequal confli@ of brutal ferocity and wild enterprile, againft
difciplined valour and deep-working policy.

The lofty deftiny of the power with which they {o long contend-
ed, gives an incereft to the Kalian Gauls, which their Zlyrian bre-
thren poffefs -inherently in themiclves, from the. ftrangenefs and
variety of their adventures. In modern times, navigation is per-
petually difcovering new lands, but in remote ages of antiquity, the
love of wandering was only bounded by the difcovery of new and
impaflable feas. Could we make a fair eltimate of the dangers en-
countered, and the obflacles overcome, the courage of the Gauls in
penetrating from the confines of the Rhine to thofe of the Luxine,
after exploring the gloom of the Hercinian foreft, and fettling their
colony of Boij, in the delightful irriguous diftri&, ftill commemo-
rating this event in its name of Bohemia ™, would not perhaps be
difgraced by a comparifon with the boafled exploits of our moft
celebrated mariners. In the expedition of thofe fierce tribes, which
invaded the Macedonian empire, no notice however is taken of their
contrivances for pafling the Danube, nor the {mallet hint dropped
of any hoftilities between them and the Germans. Though the
vague language of antiquity brings them from the extremitics of the
ocean, from coafts repelling approach by rocks, tides, and fea mone-
flers *, we may conclude, therefore, more probably, that they
marched immediately from the provinces fouth of the Danube, from
Noricum, Pannonia, or lllyricum,

But the inquiry into what they were, is more impertant than
the quéftion, from whence they either immediately or originally
came. The moft curious indeed of the Greeks acknowledge their

# Rome was fucked Clymp. xcvii. 3. ® Paufunias Attic, L i c. 3. Horace had
B.C. 300, The decifive vi@tory ot Emilins before faid,

was gaived Olymp. cxxxviii. 4. B. <. 225, T'w belluofiss qui remotis

» Manet adhuc Boiemi nomen Tacit. de QOb&rewir Qceanus Britannis.
Mor. Germ. ‘The word is plainly German. L. iv. Ode 14
Boicybeim.
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very imperfe& * information, concerning thofe great divifions of ¢ w A p.

Europe, which, in modcrn times, have been cultivated and improved
into flourithing and powerful kingdoms. From the notices which
they afford, we can only infer, 'that the inhabitants of Gaul, like
thofe of Britain, Spain, and Germany, fubfifted in that midd!e ftate
of barbarifm, which though elevated above the penury and gloom of
favage life, was flill further removed from the dignity and elegance
of enlightened commonwealths, Their uncouth appearance, tumul-
tnary governments, ferocious manners, and abominable {uperftitions,
which made Liftorians hefitate, whether the Gauls had not a natural
unfitnefs for civilization, were accompanied, however, with fuch
knowledge in the arts appertaining to war and agriculture, as ufually
denote a confiderable degree of improvement in fociety. The ufe
of iron and copper was familiar in their inftruments or implements ;
the ore colle€ted from the foaming torrents of their rivers was
finelted into gold for the ornaments of both fexes® ; their houfes,
though formed wholly of wood, were fo firmly conftru&ed as to
repel the inclemencies of a northern fky ; and they had provided
uieful animals in fuch abundance, that the flower of their military
force confifted in cavalry *. In this laft particular, they agreed with
the Germans, with whom, in all other refpects, thofe tribes® of
the Gauls, at leaft, who invaded the Macedonian empire, fhould
feem to have had much affinity. Their complexions, like thofe of
the Germans, were fair ; their long hair was for the moft part red,
which colour both nations heightenzd by art®; and the Gauls as
well as Germans were dreadfully diftinguithed by gigantic ftature
and unbridled ferccity, In thcir military expeditions, each Gallic

3 Polyb. L. iii. ¢, 38. Conf. Herodet 1.i6. Germans. De Bell. Gallic, L. ii. ¢. 4.
and iv. The ditinQion between the Gauls 7 Diodor. L v. c. 27,
and Germans is particularly obfeure.  1he % Paufanias, 1. x. c. 2o. Conf. Dioddrus,
latter, according to Strabo, L. vii. p. 290. 1 v. f, 29. and Strabo, L. iv. p. 196.
were called Germani by the Romans, to 34 Strabo, loc. citat. extends the obferva.
exprefs their genuine affinity with the Gauls. tion to the Gauls in general. Conf. 1. vii.
Tne Belge, the braveft fation in Gaul, p. 2¢0.
Crmfar fave were defcended chieBy from  * Diodor. L v. {, 28,
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hotfeman was accompanied by two retainers, alfo mounted ; one of
whom aflifted his mafter when unhorfed: or wounded, and the other
in{tantly fucceeded to his place in the ranks. This fingular arrange-
ment was exprefled by a word, ‘'which, like all the remains of the
ciale@ of thofe Gauls, exaltly correlponds with the language ftill
fpoken in Germany *. The armour of their foot foldiers was {uita-
ble to their perfons, and like them more remarkable for-magnitude
than firmoefs 7.  Their gafa were miflile weapons, confifting of a
wooden rod tipped with iron*. Having thrown the gzlum, the
Gaul had recourfe to his broad iword*, which differed effentially
from the fwords of Greece and Italy, in being formed, not to pierce
or thruft, but chiefly to hack or firike, and therefore lefs fitted to
infli& a dangerous wound, while the uplifted arm, by which it was
brandifked, invited the pointed weapon of a dextrous adverfary +,
To ward off this danger, the Gaul interpofed the orb of an ample
though light buckler, his defence in war, his ornament in peace; for
though his neck and arms were adorned by a golden collar and
bracelets, yet the emblems, defcribed on his Thyrius or fhield, were
the fpecific indications of hjs merit and renown*. To paint or
carve thefe emblems, confifting in rude refemblances of fierce ani-
mals ', afforded an agreeable employment to his leifure. Each noble
warrior was diftinguifhed by his peculiar coat of arms, recording the
glory of his anceftors or his own ; and according to carefut obfervers
of human manners, the Gauls, like moft ignorant Barbarians, were

* ' Turo wwopaler 7o TUTAYE TP .
Pgaifsn. Phocic. ¢ ix. p. 645, Edit, Xy2
land. Trimarkifia, the termination is Greek,
but the word evidently compounded of drey,
three, and mabr, a borfe. Yet the fame
Greek word is allied to the Cornith marb,
the Welch and Armoric mareh, and the
Scarch or Irith mare. Many words being
common to the Teutonic and Celtic, little is
to be bailt on fuch etymologies,

# Tit, Liv. 1. v. ¢, 42.

* They were much uféd in fowling."

Strabo, L. iv. p. 136

» Avei o1 flﬂmmhdﬁbk Ibid.
The word ewals has pafled to the mEcho‘a
Ttalians, * {pada,” ﬂtmugh their admirture
withthe Gauts.,

* Veget. de Re Milit. 1. i, ¢ 13, The
Romans were taught ¢ pus@im hoh cefim
ferire,"” to thruft, not to cut or hack.

“ Bupions wrdeopnun wevtsuApaen ikoveTag.

Diodr. I.v ¢. go. - '

¢ Thence the word txprefling their Siald
from the Germkn word Thier, a wild beaft
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extravagantly fond' of finery, and totally corrupted by oftentation
apd vanity ; vices which rendered them infolent in profperity, and
meanly. abje under the firft reverfe of fortune*

Both parts of their charader arc illuftrated in their tranfattions
with the Greeks. The behaviour of their ambaffadors to Alexander,
while that conqueror was eucamped near the Danube, made him
fay, comtemptuoufly, * The Gauls are an arrogant people.” The
glory of the Macedonian hero repelled the hoftility of neighbours,
wlo, noder the pretence of embaflies, explored an opportunity for.
inroads.
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in.the reign of Lyfimachus. The invaders proceeded to the foot of
moant Hemus, but the reception which they met with made them
retreat precipitately homewards. They refumed their undertaking
during the bloody and diftrated ufurpation of Ptolemy Keraunus *.
At that period, fo favourable to their views, the Gauls under three
diftinguifhed leaders poured into Thrace and Macedon ; the former
country was ravaged by Cerethrius, the latter fell a prey to Belgius
and to Brennus. The petty chieftains f Thrace, who had recently
emancipated themfelves, as we have feen, from Keraunus, fought
refuge in their walls and faftneflfes. The inhabitants of Pzonia be-
held from their battlements the fword of Brennue raging uncontrouled
in that: northern divifion of Macedon. Belgius carried defolation
jnto the fouthera provinces; but had not the rathnefs of Keraunus
equalled his cruelty, Pella, Dium, apd other firongholds might have
{heltered his army and fubjeéts, until the Gallic hurricane had fpent
its rage, But the mad Keraunus, who, in the language of an anc1ent
hx&onan, thought it as eafy to gain viCories as to commit crimes ¥,
hurried ingonfiderately to the ficld. The Macedonians were broken
# Astian Expeds Alexand) L i< 4 & Gauls, calling them a fimple people and
Polybius, L ii. c. 33 & feq. & L iii. c.7§. without malice, wwiss xaw @ xaxenbis.
& Tit, Liv. L x. ¢ 28, & paffim. Strabe, # Papfanias, l. x. ¢ 19.

Liv. p.igse is more faveurmble to the ¢ Jultin, L xxiv. c. 4,
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and put to flight by enemies far inferior to' themfelves both in ar-
mour and in difcipline. Ptolemy, fightiny on an elephant *, was
wounded and made captive. His dead body became a fport to the
Gauls ; and his head, being fixed on a lance, was carried through their
ranks in barbaric triumph .

Upon the death of this ufurper and tyrant, the Macedonians, to
refift the torrent of invafion, elected a new king or general. Meleager
reigned two months ; his fucceffor Antipater was denominated the
Etefian, becaufe his command lafted forty-five days*, the ordinary
peried of the XKrefian winds. Softhenes, a man adored by the mui-
titude **, affumed the helm of government, fkilfully eluded the
aflailing tempeft, watched his opportunity of attacking the cnemy
with advantage, defeated the Gauls in battle, and flew Belgius their
leader. But this tide of profperjty was not of long continuance.
The invaders retreated to their brethren, flill employed in ravaging
Pzonia and Thrace ; and, from thence proceeding to their pofieffions
near the Danube, tempted their countrymen, who had hitherto de-
clined the expedition, with an alluring account of Macedon, recently
adorned by the fpoils of the Eaft; expatiating on the wealth and
luxury of its cities, the lofty grandeur of its palaces, the fplendour
and magnificence of its temples. To their rude eloquence, they
are faid to have joined the artifice of expofing the moft puny of their
Macedonian captives covered with rags, in contralt with the talleft
of the Gallic youth richly ornamented and proudly armed *. Ani-
mated with the hope of an ealy conqueft, the Gauls prepared for
emigration in {warms, compared poetically by Callimachus to the
twinkling flars of a winter’s night, and with lefs philofophical inac-
curacy to the thick defcending flakes of drifred fnow*. Hiftory

# Memmnon apud Phot. c. xv. p. 718. ly, fince he bad juft before called him ¢ unus
4 Paunfan. } &. c.19. ex principibes, L xxiv. ¢, 5,
# Diodor. Fragm. 1. xzi. p. 641. * Polyznus, 1. vii. ¢, g5.

¥ Anuomnos Will bear this fenfe, though " Hyma, in Delum,
Juftin tranflates ignobilis ; very ineonfiftent-

i computes
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camputes their number at an hundred and fifty-two thoufand in-
fantry, and fiftecn thoufand cavalry **. But in thcir march towards
Macedon a fedition divided this mighty hoft: Leonorus and Luta-
rius with their followers diverged to Cerethrius on the coaft of
Thrace, laid Byzantium and other maritime cities in its neighbour-
hood under hcavy contributions, and being joined by new f{warms
fiom the Danube, founded the Guallic kingdom of Tul¢ ', extending
fromn the foot of mount IJemus to the Propontis, and which lalted
from this time forward during a period of fixty years, when it was
overturned by a rebellion of the Thracians.

Meanwhile Brennus and Acichorius, commanding the main body
of their countrymen, purfued their journey to the Macedonian capi-
tal, defeated and flew Softhencs **, and having ravaged Macedon,
entered Theflaly, cruclly deiolating the country, and plundering the
temples with fportive infult.  After marching unobftruéted through
{o many warlike naticns, and vanquithing the Macedonians who
had often conqucred Greece, they expefted not to meet with any
confiderable refiftance in that country. But the Greeks, who had
funk, as we have fcen, under the military preponderancy of Alex=
ander’s immediate fucceflors, began, as before related, to emerge
amidft the wcaknefs and impolicy of thofe who came after them,
To oppole the Gauls, they colleCted a greater force than that
with which, in their brighteft ages, they had refifted the invafions of
the Perfians, Twenty-three thoufand foot, and three thoufand
horfe, befides the cavalry of the Etolians, whofe number is not
fpecified in hiftory, aflembled in the neighbourhood of Thermo-
pyle * This army was furnithed folely by the ftates beyond
the [thmus, As the Gauls had not a fleet, the Peloponnefians pro-

5t Juftin, L xxiv. c. 6. but each warrior, laft Gaul who reigned iu Thrace. Polyb.
as {aid above, was followed by two attend- L iv. c. 46. & 53. Conf. Athen. Deipno=-
ants, fo that the whole ppmiber of horfemen foph. L vi. p 252.
amounted to y,000. 5 Paufanias, L. x. ¢ 19,

W Polyb, Live ¢ 46. Cagarus was the % Paufanias, L 3. ¢ 20.
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vided for their fafety by fortifying the narrow inlet to their territory;
and Antigonus Gonatas, who ftill held Gorinth and feveral other
citics of the peninfula, reinforced but fparingly the confederates at
Thermopyle, commanded by Callippus the Athenian. The Gauls
having proceeded to Magnefia in Theflaly, fent advanced parties to
Phthiotis, another diftri€t in that country ; and prepared to pafs the
Sperchius, a deep and broad river, which fows from the roots of
mount (Eta into the Malian gulph.

Callippus detached a body of horfe and light infantry to deftroy
the bridges on the riva. This fervice was effeGted with eafe, but
without any advantage, for Brennus immediately advanced many
thoufands of hi: tallet men, who, as the Sperchius etpands and
grows fhallow towards its mouth, either waded over, or fwam acrofs
the ftrecam, by the aid of their broad and buoyant bucklers**, The
Greek detachinent fell back to the camp of Thermopyle; and the
Gauls, now mafters of the Malian gulpb, compelicd the inhabitants
of its fhores to build new bridges, conduéted their main army acrofs
the Sperchius, and revaged without mercy the whole territory of
Heraclza ; a city built by the Lacedemonians during the Pelopon-
nefian war, near ancient Trachis in Phthiotis ¥, which now lay in
rains, The invaders fpared ncither age nor fex in the open country.
They waited not, however, to befiege the city into which the Eto-
lians had recently thrown a confiderable garrifon ; but pafling con-
temptuounlly under its walls, haltened to diflodge the Greeks from
Thermopyla *.

As the invaders were ignorant of the roads leading from Thefluly
to Phocis acrofs mount (Eta, they followed the narrow traé& confined
between the eaftern extremities of that mouatain and the flimy ma-
rine marfh formed by the tides of the Malian gulph. From a fource
of hot waters about haif way between the entrance and iffue of the

% Paufanias, L x. ¢. 20 & Strube, L ix. p 208,
" Conf. Thueydid. L i, p 240, & 263,  * Puslaniag, ibid.
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defile, the whole tra& is called the Straits of Thermopyla, extend-
ing feven Englith miles in length ; and at the northern extremity
forty-eight foot wide, fwelling 10 the breadth of forty fathoms to-
wards the middie, aud again contra&ing at Alpenus to a marrow
pafs of only eight teet *, which opened into the woody plain of
Befla,  In fuch ground, neither the cavalry nor the vaft numbers of
the Gauls could avail them. = The braveft of their infantry ruthed
with loud flouts and blind tury to the ftraits, where the heavy
armed Greeks refilted them in front, while their flanks were galled
by muhle weapons from the light troops conveniently pofted on the
adjacent hills, and from a large Athenian fleet which had come to
anchor in the Malian gulph.. Their limber Z4yri; formed ineffec-
tual defences againft the weight and fharpnefs of iron javelins; and
their cutting broad {fwerds were ill-fitted to contend with the points
of Grecian fpears. Enraged to madnefs by difappointment and
pain, many tere from their fleth the darts by which they had been
wounded, and furioufly retorted them on the enemy. But as their
progrels was completely checked, they grew tired of fuffering in

vain, and retreated more precipitately than they had advanced,”

trampling down cach other on the fides of the mountain, or finking
irrecoverably in the flippery marfh. The viQors declined to purfue
them Jnto the Trachinian plain, where their {uperiority of numbers
might have again rendered them formidable. They were contented
to have repelled, with little lofs to themfelves, thofe inhuman Bar-
barians, at whofe ftupidity they wondered, in their negle@ before
battle, of every mode of divination or augury; at whofe impiety
they fhuddered, in their unconcern after defeat, about recovering
the bodies of their {lain .

Seven days elapfed before the Gauls renewed  their attempts’ for
penetrating into Phocis, and then not by Thermopylz, but by an
abrupt mountainous path Jeading to the ruins of Trachis and a rich

¥ Herodot 1. Wi, ¢, 176, & feq. S Paufanias, ibid.
YOL. 1. T4 temple

585

CHAP.
x.
e

Enormiti:s
committed
by the Gauls

in the valley
Callion.



586

Cll AP,
X.
L-—-V'-—J

Revenpged on
them by the
Etolians,

The Gauls
turn the
Grecian
army by pal-
fing moumt
(Etih

HISTORY OF THE WORLD,

temple of Minerva, which they purpofed to plunder on their way.
The traitors, or fugitives, from whom they obtained notice of this
road, bad neglefed to inform them, that it was ftrongly guarded.
They were attacked unexpetedly, and repelled. Brennus, having
learned that the Etolians were more numerous than other divifions of
the confederates, determined to caufe a diverhon by invading Etolia.
Forty thoufand men were detached under Oreftorius and Camburis,
the fierceft and moft fanguinary of the Gallic chiefs. They repaffed
the Sperchius, traverfed Theflaly in hafte, and entering the devoted
province of Etolia, defolated it molt dreadfully by fire and fword.
Having taken the city Callion, in the valley watered by the Evenus,
between mounts Pindus and Tymphreftus, they killed the meun,
violated the women, and ate the children; aggravating *, it is faid,
even thefe brutal enormities by deeds too fhocking to be defcribed,
and too monftrous to be eafily believed. Their unmerciful invafion
made the Etolians withdraw from the confederate army, to repel
their private wrongs. Aflifted by the Achzans of Patrz, who failed
to them from the oppalfite fide of the Corinthian gulph, they ene
countered the Gauls as they returped in triumph, loaded with the
fpoils of their houfes and temples. Thefe defolating invaders were
defeated with great {laughter, and almoft entirely deftroyed in their
retreat, the whole inhabitants of Exolia, old mea, and even women,
deriving fuch vigour from revenge, as enabled them to overwhelm
with condign punifhment inhuman and execrable Barbarians, who,
in their frightful behaviour at Callion, had furpafled the fanguinary
feafts of the Cyclops and Leftrigons ™.

Meanwhile Brennus remained not inaQive at Thermopylz. The
inhabitants of the diftricts around his camp, willing by any means,
however unwarrantable, to rid themfelves of fuch dreadful guefs,
offered to condué him iato Phocis by a middle path, mere fpagipus
than the road along the fhore, and more eafy of afeest than theypaf-

= Pﬂnraﬂi“; l. z. ¢, 23, P 650&. Id. o 23
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fage by Trachis. He confented to follow them with above forty
thoufand men, after leaving Acichorius in his camp, with orders to
rencw the affault at Thermopylw, as foon as he himfelf fhould have
crofled the mountains. The tra&, which Brennus now purfued, was
the fame by which the Perfian Hydarnes turned the invincible army
of Leonidas, It lay acrofs thick forefts of oaks, and was guarded
by a detachmient of Phocians. On the day that Brennus with the
beft half of his army afcended the mountain, the air was darkened
by fuch a thick fog, that the Gauls were firft difcovered by raifing
their fhout of war, which preceded the general difcharge of their
gafa. The Phocians in providing for their own fafety, negletted
not that of their confederates at Thermopyle, now in danger of
being crufthed between the affault of Acichorius in front, and that of
Brennus in rear. They flew to their allies ; apprifed them of their
danger : the Athenian fleet ftill anchored on the coaft ; the Greeks
embarked, and failed to the defence of their refpedtive territories *.
The golden treafures of Delphi attraéted the avidity of Brennus.
Without waiting for Acichorius, whofe progrefs had been inter-
rupted chiefly through the defperate exertions of the Etolians, he
advanced to plunder the temple,.the rich feat of commerce* and
fuperftition. Already he perceived at a diftance the fantaftic tops
of Parnaffus, overfhadowing the facred city. At length Delphi rofe
to view in form of an amphitheatre, extending two miles in circum-
ference, deflitute of walls, but fufficiently defended by the awfulnefs
of the place and the majefty of its oracle. The Gauls carelefsly re-
garded the towering fummits and deep caverns of Parnaffus:-they
‘beheld without emotion the rude and fhapelefs mount Cirphis, pour-
ing forth the foaming Pliftus. But the {hining ornaments of the
temple which crowned, as it were, the city ; with the bright fatues
difpofed on different terraces and irradiating the fpacious ftrects to
which they. refpediively pointed, inflamed the boundlefs rapacity of

% Paufanias, | z. ¢. 21. ¢ See Hiflory of Ancicat Greece, vol i. ¢. g
472 'Barbarians,
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Barbarians, who, though they neither admired notr knew the beau-
ties of art, yet coveted, as ineftimable, the glittering materials *,
They rufhed forward to feize thofe golden or rather gilded images,
defended only by the Delphic priefts and citizens, and four thoufand
Phocians and Etolians who had haftened to their afliffance. But,
according to the moft circumftantial narrative of the Gallic invafion,
aid more powerful than mortal arm can afford defended the city of
Apollo, It was winter: a colle@ing tempeft exploded; the ground
fhook with a palpable and long-continued motion ; amidft tremend-
ous peals of thunder, the temples of Delphi opened fpontaneouily ;
while the venerable forms of ancient heroes and armed virgins ap~
peared ready to oppofe the fury of the impious affailants. As darknels
approached, the Gauls were overtaken by more fubftantial evils,
benumming cold and an extraordinary fall of {now, which, overload-
ing the craggs of Parnaffus, hurled them from their bales, and
buaried many wretched vitims under the ponderous auvalanche. At
dawn, Brennus haftened to remove from a fcene of terror, equally
intolerable to his fenfes and his fancy. But his march was obftruc-
ted in front by a body of auxiliary pikemen, while his flanks and
rear were harafled by the enraged Phocians themfelves, who, being
well acquainted with the intricate finuofities of the mountains, iffued
unexpeiedly like dxzmons of vengeance from their winding and
fnowy paths. At the head of his guards, diftinguifhed by their
ftrength and ftature, and whofe courage not even the manifelt wrath
of the gods could appal, Brennus fought valiantly till difabled by his
wounds. The guards then gave way, carrying off their bleeding
chief, and augmented the tumultuous rout of their difbanded army.
All next day, they purfued their dreary flight through dangerous
roads and deferted villages, from ‘which the Greeks had ' catefully
removed every neceflary of life.  When night returned, they wene
feized with a panic terror, which dire@ed their arms againft edch

% See Hiflory of Ancient Greece, vol. 1. &, g
ather
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other, Brennus died by his own hand. His wretched followerts,
having ‘joined the haraffed divifion of their countrymen under
Acicharius, fell into an ambufh laid for them by the Athenians and
Budotians in their way to Heraclzza. A part, however, reached the
camp in that place, where a detachment had remained to guard the
booty previoufly colle®ed. The camp waus raifed ; the remnant of
the Gallic invaders repafled the Sperchius ; but in Thellaly they had
to encounter a new ambuth, and were totally deftroyed *. .

Such s the narrative of Paufanias, which the Delphians might
propagaté from intereft, which the Grecks might believe through
fuperftition, and which friends to the Gauls might admit as the beft
apology for their fhameful defeat.  But an hiftorian, more refpetable
than Paufanias, informs us that, infteadsof intirely perithing in their
Grecian expedition, many Gauls rejoinied their brethren in Thrace,
and united with them in their newly eftablithed kingdom of Tule*.
As the marvellous and total defiru@tion of theé invaders is not a
matter of fa&t, fo our knowledge of the Delphiin priefts will not
juftify the fuppofition that the loffes really fuftained by the cnemy
were produced by fupernatural interference. To encourage their
countrymen, the priefts of Apollo, indeed, publifhed a decrce, that
“ the god would protect his temple;” but inflead of committing
their interefts to heaven alone, they appear to have themfelves de-
fended them with admirable dexterity. After a fatiguing march
acrofs craggy mountains, the Gauls, it fhould feem, found the Del-
phian villages deftitute of inhabitants, but copioufly replenifhed with
firang wine; a temptation which even their thirft for gold was
altogether unable to refift.  They were dcfeated, thercfore, by their
own igtemperance *', before they were aflailed by tempefts, fhaken
by earthquakes, and repelled by armed. divinities.

o Pyulinias, b x. ¢.°23. ; the Creflean plain, the rich wines produced

@ Coof. Polyb, 1 i 6 64 & L. ii. ¢. 30, from-the fun-beat rocks of Delphi, Ao

& l.ivh ¢ 46. & Athen. Deipp. l.vi. axge Callimac. in Delum, v. 157, Comp,
p 23 » Hiftory of Ancient Greece, vol.i. c. 3,

» *hey could not refift the temptations ' With fuch Barbarians, the prefent patiion
of a delicious country, the luxurant fruiss of is always the molt powex{ul. Th
e
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The difaftrous expedition of the Gauls into Greece proved to that
fierce nation but a tranfient misfortune. For the fpace of forty
years after that event, they continued from their kingdom of Tulé
to harafs the neighbouring countries of Europe and of Afia. Their
numbers which poured into the latter, equalled, perhaps furpaffed,
thofe of the Macedonian conquerors. As they were frequently
augmented by new {warms from home, they feized, defolated, and
abandoned large tradls of territory, laid the richeft provinces under
heavy contributions, and interfered with a high hand in the affairs of
Syria, Pergamus, Cappadocia, Pontus, and Bithyaia. During the
whole courfe of their ambulatory dominion, they were vexatious to
their neighbours, mercilefs to their enemies, and treacherous to their
allies ; often felling their troops to rival powers; eafily quitting one
fervice for another ; and, in all this infamous traffic of blood, uniformly
preferring the higheft bidder ®. The firlt Antiochus king of Syria
gained a battle over the Gauls from which he obtained his title of
Soter, the faviour **; but the {ame prince perifthed in a fubfequent con-
flict with this barbarous enemy ', In the difputed fucceffion of Bithy-
nia, they interpofed their armed mediation in favour of Nicomedes
againft his brother Zipates, Upon the death of the former prince,
they raifed his unworthy fon Zeilus to the throne, in oppofition t6 his
father’s teftament ; and afterwards treacheroufly murdered the king
whom they had capricioufly created . But according to the natu-
ral order of events, the ungoverned infolence of the Gauls occafioned
the fubverfion of their pawer. Many thoufands of them perithed ™
in an attempt to fhake the throne of Ptoiemy Philadelphus, which
they had been hired to defend. An hundred and twenty thou-
fand Gauls are faid ™ to have fallen in Babylonia, while affifting
a rebellious brother againft Seleucus Callinicus, king of Syria. At
length the firft Attalus, king of Pergamus, defeated them in a deci-

® Conf. Pelyb. Liv. & Plutarch in ™ Memnon apud Phot. & Athenzus,

Pyrrho. Tit. Liv | xxxviii, c. 16, 'l oe.a8,
7 Arpian Syriac ¢ ;5. » Paufan. Attic.
 Plin. 1. viii. c. 42. % 2 Maccabees, c. vifi. v. 20.

five
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five battle, which, according to the popular belief of the Greeks, bad
been foretold by the prophetels Phaennis ™ twenty-five years before
the paffage of thofe Barbarians into Afia, and [ixty-five years before
that memorable vi¢tory ™.

The incidents in the engagement itfelf are not recorded. Hiftory
makes mention only of its caufe and of its confequences. Attalus,
who united craft with courage, having fixed an impreflion of gum
on his right hand, plunged it into the recking bowels of a victim,
which, being examined for the purpofe of divination, announced to
the wondering {peftators * the king's viéory ” . Thus encouraged
by recent prodigies as well as by ancient preditions, his foldiers
conquered the more completely, becaufe they believed themfelves
deftined to conquer. The Gauls were totally worfted, driven from
their poffeffions on the fea-coaft ; and compelled by treaty to quit their
ambulatory life and habits of depredation, and to remain in a central
territory which they had long occupied, and which was thencefor-
ward confirmed to them by the controuling powers in Afia ™.

The country thus afligned to them was called from their name
Galatia, and confifted of three contiguous diftricts refpectively dif-
membered from Bithynia, Phrygia, and Cappadocia. Each of thefe
diftriéts of Galatia was inhabited by a particular tribe of Gauls ™.
The.Bithynian, or middle, divifion was the feat of the Teltofages,
and its ftronghold Ancyra; towards the ealt dwelt the Trocmi, in
the neighbourhood of Tavium ; and on the weft the Teleftoboij in
that .of Peflinus] a place long famous in the commerce and fuperfti-
tica' of the peninfula®. Taken together, the three divifions of

7 Paufanias, | x. ¢ 15.

their toral deftrnétion arc hyperbolical. '0;
7 Polybius, in his chara®ter of Attalus,

wagir Tedarnos oAy nuog Pnou.  Paufanias,

mentions -this deciive vifory over Bagurarw
xai paxypwrater dhos T TeTt xutz T Ao, the
moft oppiefliveand molt warkike navion at that

time in Afia. Polyb. L xviil. c. 24.
* ™ Soidas. ’
# The prophecics of Phaenni$ amnouncing

3

l. x. ¢. 15. Conf. Tit, Liv. I. xxxviii. c. 16.
& Polyb. ubi fupra.

% Memnon apud Phot. ¢ xx. p. 722
Conf. Strabo, L. xii. p. 566. & feq.

% Strabo, ibid.
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Galatia extended about two hundred miles in length and a hundred
in breadth ; a beautiful county diverliied by hill and dale, and in-
teric@ed. near its oppofite extremities by the winding-courfes of the
bitter Halys and fithful ** Sangarius.

As inveterate habits are feldom to be eradicated, the Gauyls {fcem
frequently to have rclapfed into their former vices, The conful
Manlius fifty-three years afier their defeat by the Pergamenian king
Attalus, and two years after Antiochus the Great was defeated by
Re Romans, found it neceflary farther to reprefs the lawlefs fpirit of
the Gauls, aud to take meafures for 1cndering them in future honeft
and harmlefs nei_hbours ®, Cluefly from this zra, they feem to
bave availrd themfelves of the natural advantages of their country,
whofe mountains and vallies afforded excellent pafture, and whole
funny hills are naturally atapted to vines and olives. The faline
qualities of the foil were peculiarly favourable to their valuable herds
of fheep amd goars ™. Fron the wool of the former and the foft
hair of the latter, the Gauls manufadtured a variety of cloths, whofe
beauty they were enabled to heighten by poffefling in great abun-
dance the coccus, affording an cl-gant purple dic™  Enriched
by the commerce of articles in great requeft, the unprincipled robbers
im roved into peaceful citizens. St. Paul’s cecumenical epiftle, ad-
drefled to the Galatians, implies that they were famlliarly acquainted
with the Greek tongue, then univerfally diffufed over the civilifed
world, Between the beneficence and ‘neek forbearance recommended
by the apoftle, and the brutal ferecity of Brennus and Camburis, how
wide is the intervall

% Ti, Liv.d. rxsvill. ¢ 18. of the Gaulsy Mr. 1. tays 1§ the neateit
& T, Liv. | wxxvii. ¢ 17. & feq. and its inhabitants the'molt polifhed
¥ Bod the defcriprion of the countyy dm / in afl Anztolin. ’
Tonrnefort. Voyags du Levant., Lesue. % Balmas. ad Solinum. p. 373,
and Browne's , Angora, the
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CHAPTER XIL

Effects of the Gallic Invafion. — Reign of Antigonus Gonatas, — The Achaan
League.~—Reign of Antiochus Soter.— Acceffiin of Antiochus Theos. = Revolt
of Parthia and Baltria.— Horrid Tranfaltions in Syria. ~— Reign of Ptolemy
Philadelphus, — Tragic Events in Cyrené.— Flourifbing State of Egvpt. —
Army.—~Navy.—Treafury. — Produltive and commercial Induftry. — Canals
and Harbours. = Piclure of Nations between the Nile and the Red Sea. m—
Ptolemy’s Views with regard to the Commerce carried on by the Ethiopian
Nomades.—drts and Sciences.—Conflellations of Poets.~ Hiftorians.—Phifs-
Sfophers, — Ptolemy’s Intercourfe by Embaffies with Rome and Carthage.—
Tranfition to the Hiflory of the Growth and Aggrandifement of Rome.

THF conquefts, made by the Gauls, correfponded not to the
vaftnefs of their numbers. Their invafion, however, left an
cxtenfive and lafting impreffion on the empire, befides feparating
from it the two important provinces of Thrace and Galatia, Their
ravages fo much weakened Macedon, that Antigonus Gonatas, with
the aid of his Peloponnefian fubjes, found little difficulty in re-
mounting the throne of his father Demetrius. The firft fucceffors of
Seleucus were prevented chiefly through the Gauls from recover-
ing their loft authority in Leflfer Afia; while the diforders which
thefe Barbarians caufed or abetted in all other parts of the empire
gave a degree of rélative importance to Egypt, to which that country
truly valuable in itfelf, could not naturally ha’ve laid claim, but
whith it t,;:cuft:nu’ﬂy acquired while Randmg aloof from danger,
and volleQing the wealth, populoufnefs, 20d induftry of furrounding
nations. 'This fubrl:& will be illuftrated in the prefent chapter,
which will coptain the tranfa@lons of what may be called the fecond

vm.. 1. 4Q gencmwn
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cu ar. generation of Alexander’s fucceffors’, fince Antiochus Soter heing
XI.  prematyrely cut off, the following king of Syria died in the fame
year with Prolemy I'hiladelphus, and even three years before Anti-

ganus Gonatas.

énn,;unu—. . The lafti;mentioped prince reigned thirty-four years in Magedap.
e M T the title of his father Demetrius above explained °, Antigonus,
glt::’:p by his mother Philla, added the legitimate claims of the houfe of

Eer v fntipater, after the family of the great Alexander had been to:a]ly
e e__xtmgul[hed His authority, therefore,-was not difputed Py his
M,a:cgdo,uian {ubjefts ; but, in the firft ftage of his aclllnln:ﬂrgFlon?, he
found powerful competitors in Antiochus king of Syria®, in the

Defends it chieftaing of the Gauls, and in Pyrrhus of Epirus®.  His vigoroys

sgant An- exertions for defence, and the alliance of Nicomedes of B)thyp;a,
compelled the king of Syria, after a fruitlels campaign .in Lefler
Afia, to cede his pretenfions to the Macedonian, throne, and to yield
in.marriage to Antigonus the Syrian princefs named Philla after her
grandmother the admired daughter of Antipater’

Aguink the 5o 3t bappened fortunately for Antigonus that this treaty was gemented
before he met with any difturbancg from the Gapls in Tulé, rein-
forced by new {warms from their feats in lllyricum and, Pannopia.
Though thefe invaders repeatedly entered his kingdam, | they, were
nefited with fuch fuperior fkill, that they rpt,r;a;;d with more, Jofs to
themile}ves than they occaliqoed to the engmy . The tﬁ’i’r’ﬂ{ﬁa‘b&d

2k This fecond’ generation vohtained thofe “Fhe Philkx; whihy Ahtipordt nad s tas
esfilad; rryeosy in OPROAiLing to $he adsxmm P hger. to lm %mmgﬂ%ﬂrﬂ

immediate fucgeflors., Vid. Dionyf. Hali- and Seleu canor and .xtomgc,

SN, MR Roman. in Proem. The BrR¢ oW abdbe dehited "if ﬁ'h“'ﬂij‘
,tgd@y}khl pfEgypt, and I\cmm as, to @,&nﬂ
'}omod in fov gnty with his father Anﬁgo- P m was niece to Ant) chlul::,
Ry ‘wert Prolenty Phitadelphing, s cd? Berly Tk ami.qdalglnd.-
Antigonus Gupatas, the fon, of Demen , and d:.u&hlcr{ o
f::}l, we{imﬂ@bﬂ g-’lﬂ: hﬂr in Hamﬁ“%meﬁ%
Bee'sbove, oo, - fyhions d' ﬂﬂ’ﬂ’&ﬂill‘lﬁqﬂ;

Piin Biber . W@'&‘ﬁmmﬁm
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by their firft furious irruption had gradually fubfided; but they be-
came again formidable when headed by Pyrrhus, juft returned with-
out fuccefs; but with little diminution of renown, from his Italian
expedmon With a combined army of Gauls and Epirots, that
whrlike adventurer, whofe exploits in Italy and Sicily will claim our
atfention hereafter, made himfelf mafter of the greateft part of Ma-
‘cedon, and‘m‘ght have gained and preferved the whole, when he
hafiened unadvifedly to make new conquefts in Peloponnefus, He
was {lain in the aflault of Argos; and his death was viewed 45 a
judgmént béth in Grecce and Macedon, his Gallic allies'of merde-
narics by ranfacking for gold the royal tombs, in the ancient tapital
of ‘Fpz, having provoked public indignation, embittered by religi-
bus i.‘abhorrence ’. Their execrable impiety, in thus violating the
manes of the dead, made their expulfion from Macedon a matter of
udiverfil intereff and cafy execution: and Pyrrhus’ ill-conduéted
entérprife for recovering that kingdom, only eltablithed more ﬁrmly
the throne of Antigonus,
*From this time forward Antigonus reigned twenty-feven years
with-tittle moleftation at home, and without taking any part in the
affuits of Egypt 4nd Byria, the two great rival powers in the empire.
Hi¢ fotmed for himfelf a fyftem apart, in the conduting of which
Phifip, father df Aleéxander, appears to have been his model. But
Ye ‘wasted the fplendid abilities of that elegant as well as politic
prince, and, even exceeded him in the vilenefs of thofe corrupt arti-
fices which conftituted the opprobrious part in Philip's charadter
The great obje& of his reign was to recover the Macedonian domi.
ffron éwbr the divided ‘republics of Greece, feveral of which he fill
held. ubjyl:glua; garrifons, and a flill greater number by his profligate
patthiang'dmong their own citizens. This undertaking was carried
@n ey, srms and intrigues, with unwearied attention and unabating
adivity ; and as like temptations engender fimilar crimes, the firug-

Plut. in Pyrrho,
462 gle
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ole of Antiponus againfl the free cities of Greece, will remind us of
the execrable proceedings of the modern tyrants in Italy, whelfe
purpofes were attained by addrefs rather than force ; and of whofe
dark and crooked policy, afluffination, perfidy, and poifon were
the ordinary and moft fuccefsful intruments®, For many ycars the
{chemes of Antigonus advanced with an uaremitted tide of good
fortuna. In Peloponnefus, Sparta and Argos acknowledged his
fupremacy ; and of the great cities beyond the Ifthmus, -Thebes
was completely humbled ; and Athens, taken and garriloned, not-
withftanding the aid of a conliderable flcet belonging to Ptolemy
Philadelphus°.

In.this {ituation of public affairs, the fict fymptoms of. feady
oppofision to the ufurpations of Macedon, appeared in the {mall
cities of Achaia, a poor inhofpitable diltrict, fixty miles long, and
twenty broad, extending along the Corinthian gulph, whofe rocky
fhores, beat by the foaming furge, formed- the terror of Grecian
mariners. To a few of thofe cities, which, in expelling their
Magedonian garrifons, had aflociated for common defence, Alexander,
the, inflrument of Antigonus’ dominion in Corinth, offended by.
fome a& of feverity in his mafter, had added that important
emporiym, and rendered, its commanding. citadely.» which, Philip re.
garded, as the fhackles ™ of Peloponnefus, the bulwark af that penin.
fula, , The defeCtion of Alexander was punifbed by a cup of ipoidon;
but:this crime proved not immediately pleful to Antigonysy fince
Nicza, widow to the degealed, affumed the governmeny of Goringh,
and pdminiftered it with ghe firm irfues of the other 5%, -Alshopgh

fhe, was foon to be difgraced apd yuingd by gl;gmh.q{t‘magg‘ﬂ of
hgr, own.  Aatigonns being: apprifed .of Jer charader, inlead,;of
fubmltnqg to the. tedious fnrma,hgmglfpf & figge, fent o Goxinth, his
fon Demeirins. yrpo, iuherited: with. the. nameythe, fair xxferne)
® See Muachiavel, Guicchiardin, Nerli, their fubjcéls.

Varchi, Malavolta ; often emtertaining hif-  * 'Piufantas, Liacorn, c: vi,
rorians, through th: fingular odioufnefs of ™ "Fu; midafiowi Eareides:  Plut, inArit.

accom=
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accomplithments of his grandfather Poliorectes. ‘The courtfhip of
this young prince was not to be refifled, by an amorous old woman
like Nic#za; who, in giving away herfclf, fondly and abfurdly hoped
to retain her power: for, amidft the joys of the nupiial feftivity,
Autigonus furprifed and gained the Corinthian citadel, after which
cvent, Nicaa, abandomed by.her lover, was left to lament in
folitude over the bitter fruits of her eredulity, while the contriver'of
the delufion gave way, ivis faid, to fuch excefles of drunken levicy,
as fecmed to indicate that the taking of Corinth had taken away his
own underflanding 7, -

The Achizans foon found in Aratus of Sicyon, ablcr and worthier
prote@ion, than they could ever -have' cxpelled to derive from
Alexander the Coriuthian, ficlt the cveature, and ‘afterwards the
betrayer of a foreign prince. Aratus had in early youth gained the
friendfhip of Ptolemy Philadelphus, by his tafte in arts and letters,
and had rendered himfelf highly ufeful to this leained kingrof Egypt,
by providing him with books and piQures from Sicyen, and other
citics of Greece. Prolemy, whofe fkill in railing money was only
equalled’ by his judicious liberality in fpending it, rewarded his
Grecian:friend with an accumaulation of prefents.of fuch value, tha;
in'the hands of this generous patriot, they became important fub-
{idies . to the Achzan confederacy. Antigonus, through ‘hatred to
aman ‘whovk ‘e conld néither intimidate: nor corpupt, endeavoured

to bring Arafs into fufpicion. with bis'royal benefadtor. For this

purpofé he loaded him with' careffes ané eulogies ; and on one occas
{ion fent to him, frotn Corinthto Sicyon; a portion of ‘the viGims
factifieed-'at the [fthmian ‘games;-which, ‘according to the maxims
of thiatdge; conftituted the highelt mark of refpeét thar a citizen of
Grukde coeid receive, from the magifirate prefiding in that folemnity,
At'the fame/tine 'he ~effentationfly boafted, before the numetous

® To 7omy xparions ¥ xanioxs barer.  Plot. c. 2,
W Arat. p. 1034, Conf. Juftine L xxvi,
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firangers tnen convened at the Ifthmus, of the perfe@ devotion of
Aratus to his intereft : that this honeft Greek derided with himfelf

the wealth and effeminacy of Prolemy, -and would fcorn any

Jonger to be indebted to his infolent bounty. DPhiladelphus was
induftrioufly informed of this difcourfe ; but inftead of rafhly with-
drawing his confidence from Aratus, he, with his ufual prudence,
informed him 'of the malicious accufation, and thereby afforded him
an opportunity of making a fatisfattory defeace. The illuftrious
Sicyonian thus continued to counterwork ™ the defigns of Antigonus
in Greece'; until the latter returned in final difappointment into
Macedon, where he died at the age of eiglfty, and in the thirty-
fourth year of his reign; leaving to his fon Demetrius, a kingdom
bolﬂly acquired, and ably defended, but to which, notmthﬂ:ahdmg
his unwearied villapies, he failed of reftoring its ancient afccndency
over the Grecian republics.

“'We Have feen why Antiochus, king of Syria, entered into a treaty
‘Frﬁh Antigonus, by which he defifted from his pretenfions to the
Wacedonian crown. Shortly after this tranfaction, Antmchm
Htesined the brighteft glory of his reign, in the great victory over
the Gauls' in Leffer Afia, from which he derived the tule of Soter,
the Saviour . Of this victory, hewever, neithetr the umc nor the
place is cxs&ly afcertained, and the principal natice concermng it,
fs'the important fervice rendered to Antiochus by his ele Bﬁfmts, on

Whith aceonnt the elephant was alfumed as his favourite ¢ hy, aq&

& fuch, is ediinently condpicuobs:on his coins, Thc fubﬁ:quent
teigh ‘of ‘this"fecond hng ﬂf Byria, which lafted nmeteen years, was
ﬁ.‘i‘m:iml atid profperous in the Byt 7 in the,We&, it, was dlﬁm&cd
fndi g& H’&s His genera], i‘il‘tr&:‘les, was corinetel dscfeatcd Ey
the. &SW‘# Antmhum m pﬁ!’ﬁ)h dAncurred . ﬁmndﬂyme
gnﬁ%cﬂﬂﬁ*ﬂmﬁm In ‘the plain'of Sandés, ta‘;t;ppt;;

Polybiug, L ii & 447 .Codf. Pl i Zeuri & Ampivchey”

Arat. Memibr, apud Bhot.-p, $18. -
“ Appian. Syriag. ¢. 65. & Lucian d¢

prince
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prince maintained his independence againft the great monarch of the
Laft, and even extorted from Antiochus a large extenfion of his
boundaries '
f The king of Syria was equally unfortunate in 2 war with Ptolemy
Plu!adelphus, in which he was involved by his conge&tion with
IVIagas, the rebellious governor of Cyrend. Magas was the fon of
Bcrenn.e, by a former obfcure * hufband, before fhe was marrjed
to Prolowmy Soter. He was therefore brother uterine to Philadel-
phus, and continued by him in his government of Cyrend, which,
ap his mother’s requeft, he had previoufly obtained from the father
of, that prince. But Magas revolted from his brother, and having
;m;t[nqd Apama daughter to Antiochus Soter, engaged his father,
ig-law to abet bis rebellion, and to ackpowledge him as king qf
t?rrqné In this tranl‘a&mn, the whole advantage was on the fide
of \dagas ; the lofs redounded to Antiochus ; for Ptolcmy w.hofe feget
was thrc moft moft powerful in the empirg, mvadcd thofe marifime
f)rovmceb of Leffer Afia, ftill fubje& to Antiochus, and chaftifed: 1{:\;
perfidy of Magas, by difmembering the territories of hisally ", [p
af.{dmon to thefe misfortunes, Antiochus had the mornﬁcngwp of
(el ceing ’ s a,nclent encmies, the Gauls, domineering in the ccptr;al
pza\;lncea of the penmfu!a The ravages of thofe fierce Barbarians
remmqu him ‘how little he deferved his proud title of Soter. Hxs
1;1& Bng ent with them was fought under the walls of Ephelus
;ﬁ gﬁxfi undefcr{bed banle,! mgwﬁach he loft his army fqd#;’;lr;
?‘ e r," ‘l}rl%%“hts unhappy reign, i)hubllc &faﬁerg had been g‘m,hu-
%g;é ?deomeﬁ:c ca'ia:mtxes. i=Ifluf'bdwr,;d Stmtomce had been egrix
I'i:&tchpa from tﬁls :u‘ms. Pto‘lem “his elder fon, havmg aded the

PO TR

"nnrl' ‘of ‘a rebel. had faffered the a!.h of a traitor . Shm:tly a&cr

?ﬁn.t Wi p. Guger Puslemy, s fid 2o havésgwarded die ,a,s,.
gdbnian mamied Philiv : this i bctu;
b1 }w?"kmvf Hire ‘wa‘z‘w@lﬁmn&s, for curi‘n;r
17 Panfanias, Attlos cs ik the father, againfk whom he afterwards
1% Phno Natc Hiﬁ- }- Vﬁidﬂm M '}mu Nn‘ Hﬂf. ll ‘Kﬁfa Ce l‘:
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this eveut, Anticchus, imitating the example of his illuftiicus pre-
deceffor, raifed his younger fon to the throne of the Eaft, in Lis
own life time ; a precaution which kept in obedience the upper pro-
vinces, notwithflanding his fudden and difaftrous death in Lower
Afia. Likc other contemporary princes, he had illuftrated his name
by a newcity, called Antiochia, in the remote province of Margiana,
on the banks of the Oxus* *

Antiochus Soter was fucceeded by his fon of the fame name, who
haftening to Syria on the news of his father’s death, took pofleflion
of that kingdom, and endeavoured to retrieve his affairs in the
great neighbouling Peninfula. His warfare with the Gauls was not
attended with any decifive event: they continued, after his
departure to opprefs the inland diftrits. Antiochus next turned his
arms to the valuable fouthern coaft ; to Cilicia, Pamphylia, Lycia, and
Caria, which provinces had been wrefted from his father, by the
flects of Prolemy Philadelphus. In the early ftage of this expe-
dition, the Syrians were fuccefsful, and Antiochus acquired his
diftinguifhing title of Theos, the god. The Milefians firt flattered
him with a found fo grateful to his ear, for having conquered and
flain Timarchus, who being appointed govermor of Caiia, by
Prolemy, had revolted from his mafter, and fixed the feat of his
cruel ufurpation at Miletus . After the merit of deftroying this
upftart tyrant, the remaining fourteen years of ‘Antiochus the god,
thew him as a prince, equally weak and unfortugate. Qn .the
northern coafls of Lefler Afia, t}lc confederatg citieg of Byzantium
and Heraclzw'reje@ed his authority, and difgraced his armg **; while
Ptolemy Philadelphus, after recovering the places which he had
recently Joft, extended his domitfjon over the whole fouthern caaft

Strabo, I. #1. p. #16. Tire city was gisna we fouhd read mukmy wnbye: ;
fiven mih-’ if ciceplity dnd 8ood near the the Whiguows, not the dry uﬁu: .
river Margus, then divided intp many cunals,  # Appian. Syriac. s,

for watering the comgiguous country, Plin # Memaon, agod Phet,

1. vi. .16, Thepce, in Ifidore de M.

of
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of the peninfula; confirmed it over the provinces of Ccele-Syria
and Pheenicia, and doubled, as we fhall fee prefently, the natura]
and intrinfic value of thefe territories, by the great and folid pur-
pofes to which their refources were applied. On the part of Antie-
chus, the war againft Egypt was often renewed with the whole force
6f his monarchy, but never attended with any continuation of
fuccefs, and finally concluded in confequence of events moft dif-
aftrous to the Macedonum empire in the Eaft.

By drau}‘mg hxs garrlfons in the upper provinces, that he might
cirry on more cﬁ'e&ually hofiilities againft Prolemy, Antiochus left
the outlymg countries of Batria and Parthia, expofed to the two-
'foid evil of domellic infurreion and foreign invafion. Theodotus
the “Badrian, whofe name indicates his Grecian defcent, firlt raifed
¥ ﬂand.u'd of révolt, and adding policy to prowefs, gained or fub-
tued tlfe Macedomans and: mercenaries who held that country in
qe adalice ™. His example was followed in Parthia, by the

otﬁzra f\rfnces and Tiridates, the elder of whom dying in battle

? ears nﬁerwards, was fucceeded by. the younger, who affumed

§¢ ﬁanl’é “and ‘t:tie We are not informed of the circumftances
which’ nnmcdxately occafioned the rebellion in Ba&ria: but in
Parthia, one "of the mugﬁeﬂ provinces in the empire, crowded by
a corfliik cvfJ Scythian exiles, the materials prepared for combuftion
etk thtowh kiﬁto a ﬂarr,e by the abominable outrage of Agatboclcs.
Aﬁu&éﬁm %e&dy to the perfon of young Tiridates, In revenge
BE0% Kiful, the brothers formed o ‘confpiracy ﬁgam& the hfe of
Agﬁﬂmclé" and hdving flain that brutith tyi-ant, l‘ﬁmmoncd the Par:
tﬂﬁxﬁﬁtd“ﬂ&t‘tjw “That e might have leifure to fugpr,efs thele
{In ‘the Eait, Antiochds ‘'was earnéft for : an accommoda~

tion with . His easgmefs muft have been great to aftain this

oHea, \ aaeed tmed Berenicd, the daughter of Prolemy,

o Joftin, 1. xli. %& q . Mondeh, Chros. ia Not.
# Arrian Parthic. apad Phottu-m, P ;: xh c 4 Edit*Gronoy.
evoL. 1. and

6o1

CHAP.

.
w

Revolr of
B 1&ria and
Parthia.
Olymp.
CXX1l 3.

B C. 254

Antiochus®
marriage
with



6oz

CHAP.

Xl
M
Berance
Troleray’s
danghter.
Clymnp.
CXRX T,

B. C, 252.

Antiochus
“T'heos poi-
{oned by
Laodice.

Berenice and
her {on in-
volved in
his fate.
Olymp.
XXMl 3.

B. C. 246.

HISTORY OF THE WORLD,

and to fettle his crownon the iffue of that marriage, although he
had already two fons by his wife and fifter Laodic¢, whom he had
folemnly efpoufed in the firft year ot his reign . Neither this dif-
honourable pacification, nor the death of the elder Arfaces in battle,
enabled him to recover his loft azuthority in Ba@ria and Parthia, or
to prevent the contagion of rebellion from extending to ncighbour-
ing provinces of the Eaft. Upon the death of Ptolemy Philadel-
phus, Berenicé became the vitim of the treaty of which fhe had
been the bond, She had born a fon to Anticchus, but when the
proteQlion of her father was removed, the Syrian king diffolving a
marriage, which had been the work of neceflity and fear, recalled
Laodicé to his bed, and reinftated ber children in their birthrights ™.
In committing this breach of faith, Antiochus too rafhly defpifed
the youth and inexperience of the brother of Berenice, afterwards
entitled Euergetes ; but his perfidy was punithed in the firft inftance
by Laodicé for whofe fake the guilt of it had been incurred, That
princefs was no fooner reftored to her rank of queen, than the de-
termined that her ‘own dignity, and the profpe@s of her children,
fhould never again dbecome the fport of ftate policy. Having
poifoned her hufband, fhe engaged a Greck named Artemon
who ftrongly refembled him, to-perfonate Antiochus in a pre-
tended malady, and to name at the feeming approack, of death, her
elder fon Seleucus, as fucceffor to the kingdom. This artjfice, which
pafled unqueftioned with the public, efcaped not the difcernment of
Berenicé, who, upon the firft news of the tranfalion, fled in hafle
from Antioch to the neighbouring afylum of Dapha¢, In fo facred
a retreat, the had reafon to expe@ fafety for her infant fon and-
Egyptian attendants; but before they could be-refcued by her
brother "Euergetes, the new king of Egypt, they were all of them
feized and murdered together with Berenicé herlelf, by the emif-

* Hieron. in Danicl, ¢, ix. v. 6. Appian  * Polyenvs, Stratagem. l. viii» €. 50
and Achenmus, i

faries
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faries of her triumphant rival™. ‘Thefe enormities kindled a new
war between Ptolemy Euergetes, and Seleucus, entitled Callinicus,
who mounted refpellively the thrones of .Egypt and Syria in the
fame year™. The empire, while aflailed by the Gauls in the Welt,
and by the Parthians in the Eaft, was thus weakened and deformed
by the inteftine difcord of its two principal kingdoms. Syria was
the chief fufférer in the conflit, under what may be called the third
generation of Alexander’s fucceffors ; but before we proceed to the
cvents of that period, it remains to examine, with regard to arts as
well as arms, the reign of the fecond Ptolemy in Egypt.

His fuccefsful wars in Afia Minor and in Syria have been already

€o3
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noticed, for they are no where circumftantially defcribed. He was Philadel-

unfortunate in attempting to refcue Athens from the gripe of Anti-
gonus Gonatas; but this failure he compenfated by conquering
Hnos and Maronea, Greek cities of great ftrength * on the Thracian
coaft of the /Egean fea, and by gaining poffeflion of the {maller
Greek iflands *, furrounding Delos in a circular form, and therefore
named the Cyclades. For thefe advantages, Piolemy was indebted
to the fuperiority of his fleet; and his armies had been equally fuc-
cefsful in the Syrian warfare, excited, as we have feen, by the intri-
gues of Magas, the rebellious viceroy of Cyrené. After a defe@ion
of feven years, that traitor who had ufurped the title of king, inti-
midatéd ‘by the difafters of his allics, defired to come to an accom-
mo(jauon with his injuréd brother. For this purpofe he offered in
marnage ‘his ofily child, a daughter named Berenicé ', to Ptolemy’s
defi fori: ahd to inveft the proffered bride with the right of fole
fucceﬁ'or ‘t6'1ii¢ dominions. The propofal was accepted, for Magas
was in ;ﬁe decline of life: and Philadelphus was not of a chara@er

# Polyznus, Stratagem.’l. vil) ¢. so. " in‘¢/ix. Daniel.
Valer. Maxim. L, iz, ¢. 14. Plin. L vil. % Polybius, L. v. ¢. 34.
1z. & Hieron. in Danicjac. xi. # Schol. in Theocrit. 1dyll. xvii.

Conf. Ptolemy in Casow, and Hieron. ¥ Juftin, I. xxvi. ¢. 3.
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to contehd by arms for what he might more fafely acquire by
treatys’. He apreed, therefore, that Euergetes, the fon of a king,
fhould ‘marty Berédics, the daughter of a rehel. Befare the con-
feemation of thefe nuptials, Magas died of exceflive corpulency™;
and Berenicé flill'rerained at Cyrené, in the power of her mother
Apama,-daughter of Antiochus Soter, and one of thofe infamous
females, whofe profligacy flill more difgraced, thanetheir beauty
adorned, the thrones of Alexander’s fucceflors.

Apama had never confented to a tranfa&ion, by which her
daughter and herfelf would have fallen into the hands of the
Prolemices, eternal rivals to the houfe of Seleucus. To defeat the pro~
pofed match of Berenicc with Euergetes, fhe invited from Macedon
the younger brother of Antigonus Gonatas, who, together with the
namie of . his father Demetrius ¥, inherited his main chara&erifiics of
mind and body. The fame graces of perfon, and the fame defor-
mivies of' foul which ruined the father, proved alfo fatal to the fon,
Dewietrius efpoufed Berenicé, but lived as the hufband of Apama.
Prowd: of the love of the mother, and not defs of the jea-
lendy of the daughter, and elated with the mattimonial crown of
Gyrens, ‘which he knew not how to wear with decency, he pro-
voked indignation by his infolence, and comtempt by.his folly.
"Fhe burft of public revenge was. anticipated by a-cosifpiracy in the
palage : Berénicé conduded the fteps, and inftigsted ** the hands of

. the.affeflins : Demetrins wasflain ih the bed-of inceftwods aduivery ;

' thoinfamous Apama was fpared, and allowdite efcape torher brother:

in,Spsiay while her injured and now triumphant déhghter. haltened
into Egypt, bringing, as her dower to the Ptolemies, the reftored
alleciance of her province ™

# Athentens, L o p. 550, Berenices,

# This prince muft not be confounded  Anne bonum dblitaes hmnusqﬂnmbum
with the fon of A&dgmus, who- bore the adépta es
fame name. Conjuginm ? W87 % feq.

% This tranfalion ¥ aﬂnd&d toin Ca- words ill explaed by commentatory.'
tulles’ tranflation of Callimachus de Coma  # Juftin, b wvivel ..

From



FROM: ALEXANDER TO AUGUSTUS.

+From the wars of Ptolemy Philadelphus, which were carried on
chiefly by his lieutenants, we turn to a more interelting fubje&, the
internal profperity of his kingdom. If we credit the general tef-
timopny.of antiquity, Egypt, during his long and enlightened reign,
atigined a degree of wealth and fplendour unexampled in any king-
dom hefore or afterwards. To avoid confufion in this copious fub-
je3, 4 ha)l firft briefly ftate the wonderful reports delivered down
to us. I fhall then endeavour to bring together the circumftances
hinged at, rather than explained, from which Ptolemy’s real prof-
perity flowed.

The, firft teftimony to be adduced is that of a poet, contemporary
with, _Ptolemy, and writing in the learned capital of that prince.
Theoeritus will tell us that, in his own happy.age, Egypt was
governed by equal laws™, defended by invincible armies, andj at
once the beft cultivated, and the moft commercial kingdom on
earth ; that the fway of his king and patron extended over mere
than thirty thoufand cities or towns, flourithing in ufeful arts”
~ that hip fects, on the Red Sea and the"Mediterranean, carried on:
a mp@k extenfive traffic ; and that a country, which had long lan~
guifhed under the barbarous yoke of Perfia in the humiliation of a
province, againwefimed more than her priftine {plendour, exercifing
a, legitimate, becaufe ufeful dominion over the iflands of Greecs,
the doapartsiof Adfia, and even the out-lying and almoft inacceffible
regions; of Libya, Arabia, and Ethiopia™. ¥or the dazzling rays
of poetry .and panegyvic, thould we "defire to fubftitute the more
{oberdight of thiftory, .we muft have recourfe to Appian, a native of

# The beft proof of this was the cheerful ber is prodigions. Ancient Jralyy i ithe

mdnitry of the people, Aeol 3igy¢ TiprAART
Prov e Theocrit Idyll. xvir v. g3.
1 Ople nig acow, rogaw Comtion Vs My pp—
The latter words fhould fecm to iruply, that
his gities (Vid. Theoerit. ibid.} were what
we (bould call magufadturing®owas : bot i
whatever fenfe the woyd is-vaken,, the, num-

moft Aourifhing times, boafted only eleven
hundred and ninety-fevencities. Elian. Var.
Hifk. L ix. ¢, 36, and Gaul contained nearly
the fame numbcr, of villages. Plin. N,
Hi, 1. iii. ¢ 3.

~ Lhid..v. 86. & faq.
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Alexandria, who governed Egypt early in the firft century after
he was mafter
of the archives of Egypt, to which he appeals as his authority ; and
he could have no reaflonable motive for exaggerating the wealth and

Chrit. Appian is an hiftorfan eminent for fidelity ;

power of a country over which he was prefed, and {or the employ-
ment and improvement of whofe refources, he was accountable to
Lis mafters Trajan and Hadrian, the Roman emperors. According
to Appian, Philadelphus’ army confifted of two hundred thoufand
foot, forty thoufand horfe, tliree hundred elephants, and two thou-
fand armed chariots . His arfenals were copioully ftored with all
forts of military engines, and with armour for three hundred thou-
fand men, in addition to thofe which he a&ually had on {oot. His
pavy was not lefs magnificent, confifling of a hundred and twelve
fhips of an uncommon fize, from gallies of five to others of thirty.
five tier of oars: his trireme and quadrireme gallies amounted to
fifteen hundred ; he had two thoufand armed veflels of a {maller
fize : above four thoufand Egyptian merchantmen navigated the
Mediterrancan; and the Nile gloried in the pompous weight
of eight hundred refplendent barges, adorned with idols of
gold on their prows and fterns. The naval magazines of Ptolemy
were {till better ftored than the military; fince in the former he
had every thing neceflary for the equipment of double the nymber
of gallies* a&ua]ly fitted our. Yet thofe mighty fleets and arinies
did not exhauft his more ftupendous treafury : which,, at the time
of his death, amounted to feven huadred and forty thoufaud Egyp-
tian talents*, exceeding in value a hundred apd nigety millions
fterling ; a fum, of which not‘_md,qedJ mopdern gccumulation,: but
modern profufion only, can help usfo form a notion. In the zenith

% Vid. Appian. HIift. Roman in Proa.
# It fhould feem that the numerons
fwarms of pirates (of which more hereafter)
obhged the Egyptians to carry on commerce
in armed veffels. This I infer from the
fmall proportion of round fhips, or mer-

chiantmen, in the encimeration'sbove ghven.
Couf. Atheneeus, L. v.p. 203. 1n Epgland,
1 believe, we Mave nos more than athoufand
fhips of wir{ while enr-fisine of commerce
excred twetity théufand.

# Appian, in Proem. c. K.

of
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of Roman greatnefs, the magnificence of the fecond Ptolemy ftill
continued proverbial, and the epithet of Philadelphian was em-
ployed to chara&erife thofe works pre-eminent in precioufnefs of
material, or in noblenefs of defign . Without accumulating antient
authorities, of attempting precifely to afcertain how far fome cir-
cumftances are exaggerated, I fhall briefly enumecrate the pecu-
liarities in Ptolemy’s reign, which have a-tendency to confirm the
general evidence of antiquity; which will always be of eafielt
reception, among men of candid minds, and enlarged experience.

In the preceding pages of this work, .we, have feen the flects of
his father and bimfelf gradually attain an unrivalled fuperiority.
This advantage was heightened by the acquifition of Cilicia, Lycia,
Caria, in a word, the whole fouthern coaft of Lefler Afia, in addi-
tion to Ceele.Syria, Pheenicia, and the ifle of Cyprus, which had
been long appendages to Egypt. Without taking into the account
Cyrene, the Cyclades, and the fea ports on the coaft of Thrace, we
know from the defcription formerly given of all thofe countries,
that their timber and iron, their harbours and failors, contained the
materials of a vaft naval force ; which we fhall fee prefently were
improved by the Prolemies, with equal a&livity and judgement.
But while the conquefts of thefe princes fupplied them with this
great inftrument of opulence and power, the unceafing wars in
Greece, the ravages of the Gauls in Lower Afia, and the tumults
excited by the Parthians, in the. upper provinces, continually
brought new acgeflions of induftrious and peaceful fubjeds to
Egypt, in which country alone, men enjoyed compl.etc fecurity,
fearing no enemies from abroad, angl being governed at home juftly
and mildly %, To thefe advantages, the magnitude of which it is
bt eafy (o limit, Ptolemy added a benefit accruing from the pecu-
liar. habits and. chazaGer of his Egyptian . fubje@s, who, not-

4 'Oy (wﬂm}mpm 7o xmes i Philo Judzus de Vita Mofis.

5wy was w wagpuins udu-vls Vinoyas Primimias  # Ov yap s Iy, &c. Sce the beautiful
N pTYEANS  XETORINRS PAcdAduds xarvebes, lines. Théocrit. Idyll. xvii. v. 100. & feq.
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withftanding many pernicious prejudices, which he was careful to
cerrcét or foften, had appeared from the earlieft times, an ingenious
and courteous peoy le, of gréat temperance and fobriety, capable of
unwearied application to the ufeful arts, and abyndantly fupplying
by theiragriculture and manufa&ures, the neceffities and accommo-
dations of themfeélves and neighbours.

To the fouthern neighbours of Egypt, the Arabians and Ethio-
pians, Prolemy directed the moft vigilant attention. Thofe nations,
as we have feen, had immemorially traded with India for fpice;
and were themfelves peculiarly rich, Arabia in perfumes, Ethiopia
in gold. By his admiral, Timofthenes the Rhodian, Ptolemy early
navigated the Red Sea, examined the harbours of Adel, beyond the
ftraits bf Babelmandeb *, and explored the coaft of Africa to
Ophir, or Sofala, the land of gold, oppofite to the coaft of Madagafta,.
The boldnefs of fuch an undertaking will not allow us to fuppofe
that he negletted treafures more within his reach. Ethiopia above
Egypt united the greateft wealth with the greatct wretchednefs,
and comprehended a variety of nations, with peculiarities fo dif-
corflant, that according to an ancient writer, the true defcription of
any one people mult have appeared incredible, not only to remote
firangers, butto its immediate neighbours . The fingular view of
thefe contrafting nations was opened to the curiofity of the Gréeks
in‘the reign. of the two Brit Prolemies, particularly Philadelphus,
who founded a city near the Red Sea, called Prolemais Feratim ™,
nearly as far to the fouth of ‘Syene, the cxtrcuﬂty of Egypt, as Syc:‘h:
itfelf is diftant from the md "% of the Nile. ' The purpr}& of this
fettlement, it is f2id was to lmnt the d:rhdt ‘andd'to citch him alive
for thé fervice of War, and the *ponith - ¢ 'procéflions.”’ But  ‘this
defign Wwar arfirlt oppofed by the n&mcﬁ:‘wonhy aticeftord’ of the
modérhShadgatis, who. *ﬂelightéd in hamfringing this Woge ‘sad

“ Straboy Ly xvi. . 723, Photive, p. 1502.
# Agatharchides de Mari Bubro apuc Strabby th&?."-
idnocent
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tenant of their plains, in diffe&ing his brawny members, and
in greedily devouring his live fleth ; a kind of feod ta them fo deli-
ciqus that they affured Ptolemy, they would not barter its enjoyment
for, ia?l{l:t-he treafures of Egypt*. - The king, however, partly fuc-
c:e}lqd in reforming this horrid ufage of thofe wooly-headed Barba-
rians, as appears from the vaflt number of elephants which he drew
from their countrys
. I _the intermedjate fpace of about four hundred miles between
Sygene and the hyotjng feat for wild beafts, Ptolemy among mapy
other,gitigs built Berepice diftinguithedsbythe epithet of “golden™
fr}pm&olhcr places pamed after his belowed mother. The neighbour-
hogd of this fouthern Berenice contained rich mines of gold, which
had been wrought with much profit by the ancient Egyptian kings,
but in which all labour hag bgen fufpended during the defolating
dominien of the Perfians, In thefe mines the Greeks ftill foynd
copper tools of old employed by the original workmeny but fubftituted,
in thejr ftead, more efficacious tools of iron. A defcription of their
operations is given under the fixth Ptolemy, entitled Philometor,
when the mines perhaps were much exhanfted, and when the pai}x-
fg{lf !gbqpt_ was confined to cfiminais or flaves**. Their produce,‘it
may. l}e¢£ggqu1gd,:waa in former ir.*:“igm much greater, and particu=
larly when they were managed by the agents of Philadelphus, who,
ag, of all men, he bad the moft liberality and tafle in employing
wmigalth,, ip faj(;?q;}ﬁpf!o.haie been of all the moft fkillful and mofl fore
tungts, in acquitig
There is. hiftorical evigeqce that Plolemy traded dire@ly to India,
though, this trade wag carried on, by,a fmall aumber of veffels ™.
Jnch howevsy aa it was, it prevented the mongpoly which. might
prherrifeshams baea enjgysd.by the Sabmany in the great articlys.of
(picgs %dapﬁ’u,mm. « By his, thips on the Red Sea. Prolemy carried
# Agatharchides, ibid. p- 1g56. & feq.

® Di.dorus sic“lusi 1. i‘i- fb 4908, ﬁq. s Appi“l m&n m;‘n-’in Bm
Conf. Agathafphides apud! Phot.'p.1339. % Seeabo, I fi, p. 118,

ol 1. 41 on
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on a lucrative commerce with Yemen and Adel, refpectively the fincit
diftri@s in Arabia and Ethiopia ; and the traffic of pepper, aromatics,
pearls, and gold, whofe caravans anciently raifcd the ftupendous in-.
land capitals of Thebes and Memphis, now enriched by numerouas
ficets the maritime emporium of Alexandria™. DBy his judicious ar-
rangements in this city, and the help of his fubfervient allies in Rhodcs,
Ptolemy introduced an eafier communication than had formerly fub-
fifted between the eaft and weft ; and, by commanding the Mediter-
ranean on one fide, and the'Red Sea on the other, finithed, as it
were, two arms of the vaft commeicial coloffus which Alexander had
rough-hewn or proje&ed, and which, had that conqueror lived a
few years longer, he would have reared entire to the unfpcakable
benefit of pofterity.

From his predile@ion for maritime traflic, Ptolemy undertook
feveral proje@s of a doubtful nature ; of more oftentation, at leaft, than
ufe. Among thefe 1 thould be inclined to number his boafled canal
by which the Red Sea was made to communicate with the Mediter-
rancan ; a canal begun by Sefoftris, carried on but left imperfect by
Darius, and which Ptolemy alone is faid to have had the fkill to
finith *. 'This was effe@ted by means of locks or fluices, without
infe@ing the freth waters of the Nile with faltnefs, or expofing the
low land of Egypt to inundation ; both which confequences were
dreaded from the fuperior elevation of the Red Sea. According to
Herodotus **, who fays that Darius really completed the work,. this
canal was drawn, from Bubaftis on the Nile, fifty-fix miles in a fouth-
weft direGtion to Arfinoe, the modern Suez, at which place it entered
the Red Sea. After being choaked up as at prefent, it was fuccef
fively repaired by the Emperor Trajan, and by the Caliph Omar, but
there is not any proof that it ever remained open for any -confider-

» Conf. Appian in Proem. & Schol. in L.i. £ 3. & Plin. N, H. L vi. c. 39.
Theocrit. ¥ L. i, g 158
% Strabo, L xvii. p: §o4. Conf. Diodorus,

able
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able time *'; and the navigation of it feems to have been {peedily
abandoned by Ptolemy himfelf, fince he was at great expence in
eftablithing caravan communications between the Red Sea and the
Nile, firft from Berenice in the parallel of Syene, and next from the
more northerly and more convenient harbour of Myos Hormos *
From both thefe harbours roads led to Coptos on the Nile; the
road from Myos Hormos to Coptos was provided with caravanferies
at each flation, and with a canal for fupplying the travelling mer-
chants and their camels with frefh water. As the diftance was incon-
fiderable ; and the commodities tranfported of great value, this route
was deemed preferable to a dangerous and circuitous navigation to
Alexandria ¥, - _

From thc carlicft ages the natives of Egypt had carried on a great
inland commerce with Ethiopia and Arabia. But their religious horror
for the fea, and efpecially for a fea-faring life, prevented them from
availing themfelves to the utmoft of this traffic. Egypt was in fome
meafure the China of antiquity, in whofe harbours the Phoenicians
and Greeks fucceffively gained great riches, while the inhabitants of
the country, declining all maritime concerns, neither fold their own
commodities to the beft advantage, nor purchafed foreign articles at
the cheapeft rate. The Ptolemies completely changed this pernicious
{yftem ; they traded with their own fhips to all the ports of the
Mediterfanean: Tyre had already fallen, and Carthage foon fell
with the rife of Alexandria, whofe central {ituation co-operated with
other circumftances in giving to it a decided pre-eminence as a great
maritime emporium. Senfible of this advantage, the fecond Ptolemy
fhould feem to have determined, towards the end of his reign, to
carty ‘on entirely by the Red Sea the caravan trade which had form-
cr‘Ty {ubfifted between the cities of Egypt on one hand, and thofe of
Ethiopia on the other.

% See Rennell’s Geography of Herodotus, Berenice here meant.
4 8. % Strabo, I, zvii. p. 815,
Myos Hormos is 250 miles north of the
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cuap. In a former part of this work *, we explained How that ricm

x1.  traffic was managed by the intervention of the Agazi or fhepherds,

PP -Nomadic inhabitants of the intermediate defert of, Nubia. The in-

the nations  tercoprfe at different periods had been difturbed by the misfortunes

Red Seaand of Egypt, and mearly deftroyed by the outrageous tyranny of Cam-
the Nile, 4 s . .

byfes,.and the {apguinary perfecution of the priefts of that country

under the Perfiap domination. The thepherds ,who had been peace-

ful auxiliaries to the prieltly merchants of Thebes and Meroe, as

they ceafed to be employed as carriers in trade, had betaken them-

felves to peuty warfare and robbery. Philadelphus and his imme-

diate fucceffor reftrained their ravages, invaded and examined their

country ; and in order to wean them from their predatory and wan-

dering life, formed fettlements and built towns in the territory be-

tween Syene the extremity of Egypt, and Meroe the firft city of

Ethjopia. The learned men who lived at this period, and from

whofe works the names of otherwife unknown places are copied by

Strabo ** and Pliny “, probably firlt examined with a philofophic

eye the firange nations afterwards defcribed by Agatharchides be-

tween the Red Sea and the Nile; thofe called Ichthyophagi and

Acridophagi from the fithes and the locufts on which they refpec-

tively fed ; other tribes contented with the juncs growing in their

marfhes, and often browfing on tender twigs ; the fiercer Shangalla

hunting the elephant and rhinoceros ; the Troglodites burrowing in

the elevated rocky chain thar runs parallel with the Red Sea, divided

into many tribes moftly paftoral, who are compelled to perpatual

changes of abode in confequence.of the periodic rains which fall 4

different feafons on the oppofite fides of their mountains *. Couyld

they withftand thele defolating floods, anether mifchief would force

them to wander. This is ‘the zimb o 8y, Smproperly deferibed by

% See above, p. 96, “ Vid. Agatharchid. apud Phot. p. 1945
 Strabo, L. xvii. p.p. 820, 821. ~1359. Compare throughout Bruce’s Tra«
& Plin. N. Hi L vivc. 89 vels to difcover the fonrce of the Nile.

Agatharchides,
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Agatharchides, though its effeCts are recognized by him. It is larger
than a bee, and its upper and lower jaws are armed with flings,
or piercers which, being joined together, form a weapon equal in re-
fiftance to a hedge-hog’s briftle. As foon as the tropical rains begin
to fall, this buzzing plague infefts all the animals pafturing on the
black loomy foil. The cattle forfake their food, and run about wildly,
till entirely overcome by fear, fatigue, and famine. No expedient is
of ufe but an immediate removal from their rich paftures, to the
fands of Athara, which theriver Aftaboras feparates from the ifle of
Meroe. The camel greatly facilitates thefe journies which are ne=
ceflary to its own fafety; for neither the camel, the elephant, nor
even the {caly rhinoceros can refift the inceffant affaults of this winged
affaflin ,

In this great tra&t of territory the inhabitants are thus compelied
by phyfical caufes to perpetual migration ; their country itfelf is alfo
generally unfit for agriculture, being alternately deluged by rains
and {corched by the fun. Between thefe extremes there is in many
places no remiffion, for the rains have fcarcely ceafed, when the foil
is fo hardened and cracked by the heat, that it rcfufes nourifhment
to the fading grafs®. It may be prefumed, therefore, that the Pto-
lemies, in afligning fixed habitations to Nomades fo circumftanced,
too little refpected the immutable ordinances of nature. Accordingly
we are told by Pliny, that not a veftige of any of the cities, which
they. built in the country between Egypt and Abyffinia, {ubfifted in
thereign of the emperor Nero ¢, 'Their endeavour to enure the
Nomagdes to agriculture or fedentary arts, appears, howevey, to have
‘been part of a plan for drawing to themfelves by the way of the
Red Sea the, commerce immemorially carried on by land between
the‘Pﬁp&moﬁEW and Ethiopia. In the reign of Philadelphus,
Ergamenes king of Meroe, bcing inftrufted in Greek philofophys

" Bmﬂ’ ibidl “‘ A| Dv 5+¢ PHB: ubi ﬂlEra.
1d. ibid. & Agatharchided, p. 1387:
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derided the fuperftition of his country, and deftroyed, in their golden
temple, thofe wealthy and powerful priefts, who had hitherto kept
in fubjection both prince and people™. We are not told that Phi-
ladelphus had any fhare in that wicked tranfaltion; yet the ruin of
the priefts, who were the main adventurers in this Ethiopian traffic,
at the fame time that the Nomades, its carriers, were reduced to fixed
feats, fhould feem to indicate that thefe were correlative parts of one
great defign for Dringing the trade into a new channel.

It has already been obferved, that a benefit accruing to Egypt,
during the reign of the two firft Ptolemies, of which it is not cafy
to limit the extent, confifted in the acceflion of wealthy and induftri-
ous inhabitants to that kingdom from all the other moft confiderable
divifions of the empire. It will give us fome notion of the multi-~
tudes of ufeful labourers in the coarfer occupations of life, who flocked
to a country affording to them encouragement as well as fecurity,
if we refleét on- the great number of men of letters ; philofophers,
hiftorians, and poets; and of the ftill more numerous profeffors or
cultivators of the arts of imitation or defign, which rendcred Alex-
andria, in the fpace of half a century, the firft city in the world in
point of fhow and elegance 28 well as of wealth and learning.

In' the reign of Philadelphus, poets of great merit in the eyes
at leaft of their contemporaries, flourithed in fuch abundance, that
they were fancifully grouped into conftellations. There was a con-
ficliation of comic® writers, whofe light has been long extin& ;
there was another of tragedians ¥, which has experienced the fame
fate; unlefs we afcribe to this clafs the Caffandra of Lycophron,
which, confifting in the natrative of a fingle perfon, introduced and
concluded by a few verfes in dialogne, can only be regarded as a
tragic monody. Lycophron, therefore, more fitly holds place in the
conftellation of mifcellaneous poets, the famous Pleiades, whofe

% Diodor. 1. iils {. 6. ¥ Hephafiion Encheirid.
 Athenzus, I xiv. p. 654

7 names
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names and coyntries are thus enumerated *: Aratus of Soli in Cili- ¢ 11 A p.

cia; Callimachus of Cyrené¢; Theocritus the Sicilian; Apolionius,
called the Rhodian, though really born in Egypt; Lycophron of
Chalcis in Eubaa ; Nicander of Colophon, and the younger Homer,
whofe birth-place is faid to have been Hicropolis, but which of the
various cities of that name, as none of his proJultions remain, it
would be now idle to difpute. The fix firft named ftars in the
Ileiades, on the contrary, flill emit a light more or lefs feeble, and
which, through the happy igvention of printing, will continue hence-
forward to fhine undiminifhed to the latel pofterity.

Aratus is the author of a poecm in two parts, the former de-
feribing the celeftial pheenomena, and the latter explaining the
ufeful figns or prognoftics that may be deduced from them.
The work is didacic, allowing little fcope for the beauties of
poetry ; yet the pofitions and configurations of the Great and Little
Bear, of the twelve figns of the Zodiac, and of other remarkable
conftellations, are reprefented and alorned with harmonious heroic

numbers ; and the opening of Aratus’ Ph®nomena is more fublime

than that of Virgil’s Georgic; with lefs variety, perhaps, and
fancy, but breathing a ftrain of far more rational piety “. His
own proficiency in geometry and aftronomy is faid to have been in-
confiderable ”°; but he had before him Eudoxus’ ¢ Mirror of the Hea-
vens,” above-mentioned ; and was affifted by men of fcience, his
contemporaries and friends’™ at Alexandria, That his work was
highly prized by the ancients, is evinced in its illuftrious tranllators ;
Cicero, Ovid, and Cafar Germanicus : it was foon commented on by
upwards of forty fcholiafts . The fubje, indeed, fo interefting to-
mariners, was peculiarly well adapted to the reign of Ptolemy Phila-

@ Tfaac Txetzes in Lycophon. Prolegom. Aratum de czlo et fellis fcripfiffe. Cicero de
Conf, Voftus de Hill, Grrc. 1.1, ¢ 13, Orator.

® It is cited by St. Paul, Ads, c. xvii. " Thusaffited, Thomfon wrote his poem:
v. 8. : to the memory of Newton.

™ Conftat inter do&tos, homipemi gnarum 2 Fabricius Bib. Greee. L iii. ¢, 18,
afirologim ornatifimis atque optirpis verfibus

delphus,.
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cu ap. delphus, with whom the extenfion of maritime commerce was a
XI favourite obje@. But failors have long enjoyed better helps in
S s direQing their courfe; and the dry poem of Aratus has loft its po-
pularity with its ufefulnefs. By his contemporaries, the author was
highly refpected in life; and honoured in death with a pompous
funeral at Soli, afterwards named Pompeiopolis, his birth-place ;
where a noble maufoleum ™ was ere@ed to perpetuate his fame ™.
£l Callimachus is praifed by one of the moft difcerning of critics "
as the prince of elegiac poets. He is now known by fix hymns,
{one only in clegiac veale), and fixty-two epigrams. He was a
very mifcellaneous writer in profe'as well as verfe, and is faid to
have compofed eight hundred pieces ™. He treated fubje&s of hif-
tory, geography, antiquities, philofophy, natural and moral; above
all, philology and criticifm. But though his produ&ions were
wondrous for their number, his whole works were not confiderable
in magnitude”. This was matter of reproach among his more
ponderous rivals, to whom his reply, became proverbial, that “a
great book is a great evil.” His moft celebrated treatifc in profe
was his ° Table of Authors,” in one hundred and twenty books.
In this table or catalogue, authors were divided into their different
claffes ; poets, orators, hiftorians, philofophers, critics ; the poets,
for example, were again divided into epic, tragic, and various other
kinds. A fhort biography was given of each writer, with a fum-
mary account of his works, carefully feparating the {purious from
thofe undoubtedly genuine ™. Am undertaking of fuch an extenfive
nature, how judicioufly foever it might be executed, could fcarcely
fail to be, in many parts, Hable to objeftion. We find accordingly
that Ariftophanes, an Alexandrian philoleger of the fucceeding age,
compofed a new literary table, with many (harp animadverfions on

» Pompon, Mela, L. i. ¢. 13 n Qt_:intilian, Loz eone
™ Oyid fupplies the beft inforipgtion : # Suidas. )
Cum Sole et Luna feinpér Aratus érit, 7 Athensas, 1.1, fub. init,

Amor. 1, i, Bleg. 15, ? Suvidgs. °
that
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that of Callimachus™. Of the remains of this author, which have
come down to us, the epigrams, whether dedicated to the purpofes
of fatire or eulogy, are too {light performances to fupport much
weight of fame; and his hymns, terfe and clegant * as they are, and
highly popular as they once were, ncceflarily funk in renown after
Chriftianity had put to rout the rabble of imaginary gods to whom
they are addrefled.

Theocritus, the friend of Aratus®, enjoys an advantage above his
poetical contemporaries, in having chofen, in his paltorals, fubjects
alike adapted to all ages and countries. Though he lived and wrote
in Egypt, his mind is warmly impreffed with the more piGurefque
fcenery of his native Sicily, He founds his Doric reed with an art
that adorns, without altering, the fimplicity of nature. If we except
a few coarfe expreflions, growing out of the depraved manners of
the times, his Idyls are the happieft produ&ions in their way ; and
fuccceding poets, not excepting Virgil himfelf, have failed in their
attempts to improve on and embellifh them.

Apollonius, furnamed the Rhodian becaufe adopted into that ftate,
had been the {riend and favourite {cholar of Callimachus. But of-

- fended friendfhip was converted into the bittereft enmity. Callima-
chus boafted his defcent from the royal houle of Cyrené *; and his
kingly pride taking umbrage at fome difrefpe@ful proceeding in his
pupil, lathed him in a poem entitled Ibis ™, with the utmoft feverity
of fatire. To avoid literary perfecution in Alexandria, Apollonius
failed to Rhodes, a republic then intimately allied with Egypt. In
this ifland, he polithed and claborated his poem on the Argonautic

» Athefizns, 1. ix. p. 48

% Battiades toto femper cantabitur orbe ;
@amviﬂ ingenio non valet, arte valet.

. Owid ubi fupra.

® Theocritus’ fixeh 1dyl is addreffed to
Aratus; whofe loves alfo are fpoken of in
the feventh. .

8 Thence called Battiades from king Bat-

VoL, I.

4 K

tus, fee ubove, c. iii. p. 269.

¥ The name of an Eayptian bird, re-
fembling the flork. Ovid’s Ibns is well known.
bHe imitarec thronghour Cullimachus j and
his redundancy of learning gives, in this
particular, a juft notion of many loft works
of Alexandrian pocts,

expedition,
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expedition, of which various parts had previoufly been recited’ at
Alexandiia, and heard with more cenfure than applaufe. Having
finithed the work to his own fatisfadtion, Apolionius fubmitted it to
the umpires of tafte among the Rhodians, by whouni it was fo highly
approved, that the author was aflociated to the immunities and ho-
nours of their city, then, next to Athens and Alexandria, the moft
learned in the world. Elated with this teftimony in his favour, he
returned to the place of his birth ; gradually furmounted (he difficul-
ties to which he had before yielded ; and finally attained, in advanced
age, the higheft objett of his ambition, having fucceeded to the
celebrated Eratofthenes, of whom we fhall {peak prefently, in the
fuperintendance of the mufeum and library *. To this diftin&ion,
his fole title, that can now be appreciated, was derived from the poem
above-mentioned. It confifts of four books in hexameter verfe, and
recounts the voyages and tranfa@tions of the Argonauts in numbers
never creeping on the ground, and never foaring to the fkies. Its
prominent defect is that of flowing with too unvaried a mediocrity ™.
It has more defcription than paffion, more refinement than loftinefs,
and more art than nature. Yet the pangs and ftruggles of Apollonius’
love-fick Medea, are imitated by Virgil in the melancholy grandeur
and dignified weaknefs of Dido; and the folemn pi¢ture of night,
contrafting the tumults in the queen’s breaft with the fiill and mo=
tionlefs filence of all around her, is faithfully copied from the Alex-
andrian poet ; who, though Virgil be always the more majeftic, is
fometimes the more affe&ting _

The dimmeft fiar in the poetic Pleiades is the muddy* and myf-
terions Lycophron. Neither the *oracular refponfes of Delphi, nor

% Swidas. more than for his own., Argondat. 'L ii,
# Quintilian, 1. %« ©. 1. agreeing with v. 637. For the fecond poiot, witnefs what
Longmnus, {. 33 blind Phenias fays of a future ftate, “ that

* His fentiments appear to me alfo fome- be will thea be delighted with fplendour,
times mare delicate, and his notions more &c. L 1. v 448,
refined, than thofe of either Howter or Vic- ¥ Carmina Battiade, tenebregue Lyco-
gil. Thus Hercules prefers Jafon to him- phrenis aird, Statius.
{elf, and Jafon grieves for the woes of others "
the
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the Sibylline ** verfes, nor other parallel productions of prieft-craft
and fuperftition had yet been combined among the Greeks into any
long .continued texture of prophetical poetry. At length the Cal~
fandra of Lycophron made its appearance, in the fame age when the
Hebrew volumes being firft unrolled to prophane view, might be
expefied to excite this unequal competition and feeble rivalry of the
Mufes. But the hallowed ftrains of Sion, defying imitation in their
awful fublimity, are far furpafled by Lycophron in elaborate dark-
nefs. By Caflandra or Alexandra, for his prophetefs had both
names, heroes and gods are denoted by their emblems or atchieve-
ments ; a legendary tale is fubftituted for the defcription of a coun-
try; events are crowded in endlefs {fucccflion ; the bounds of fpace
and time are enlarged or contradted at pleafure ; and even the diftin&
provinces of our fenfes, of all things the moft clearly feparate in
themfelves, are amalgamated and confounded * in the melting fur-
nace of an over-heated fancy. Amidfl all this wildnefs of diforder,
Caffandra commencing with the ill-fated voyage of Paris to Lacedz-
mon, fketches out, however, the general hiftory of the Trojan war,
expatiating on the difafters which followed it. She next adverts, in
the darkeft imagery, to the two great original caufes of hoftility be-
tween the eaftern and weftern continents ; the rape of Europa and
the expedition of the Argonauts: and then traces thefe original
land-marks, and exuberant fountains of fable, through all the occur-
rentes conne@ed with them, down to the Ptolemean age. After re-
peated perufals, Lycophron, according to affociations created by dif-
fevences of fludies and purfuits, will appear to fome readers altogether
unworthy of the pains neceffary to be’beftowed on him ; by others,
when its difficylties are furmounted, the Caflandra will be prized as

® The Sibylla was an Eolian: her name; from the Eolians,
derived from two Greek wordsinthe Eohan % Flafhes are heard and fhrieks are feen.

diale@, ow: and Evan, denoted her charaller Ospwyn 1 pos
of prophetefs. Her fuppofed verfes, it iT® By wos wugyw 3 wxgm ndsAderan.
well known, became a ftae engine umong Alexand. v. 254.

the Romans, defcended, as will be fhewn, .
4K2 a rich
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a rich mythological epitome, in the richeft and moft beautiful of
all languages.

Nicander of Colophon is commonly numbered as the feventh and
laft of the Pleiades. He wrote Georgics ** and Metamorphofes *; but
his remains are now reduced to two compofitions in heroie verfe, to
which Plutarch denics®* the rank of poems, becaufe they are alto-
gether deflitute of poectical invention. Both treat of poifons; the
fnfl, of thofe communicated externally by the bite or fling of ani-
mals : the fecond, of thofc applied internally, or received into the
fltomach. Such 1ubjeéts were interefting in Egypt, a country abound-
ing in venemous reptiles: they were important in other parts of the
empire, difgraced by roo much praéice, as well as theory, in the art
of preparing poifons.

In the time of Ptolemy Philadelphus, the four new f{chools of
Alexandria, owing their eftablithment to the preceding reign, con-
tinued to flourith in great vigour : namely, thofe of grammar, geo-
metry, aftronomy, and medicine. In the lafl-named of thefe dc-
partments, the phyficians Erafiftratus and Herophilus were fucceeded
by Philinus and Serapion. Philinus carried on the labours of his
predeceflors with fo much fuccefs, that he is deemed the founder
of the empiric or experimental fe& **. Serapion, his contemporary,
and a native of Alexandria, enjoyed high celebrity ; and from this
time forward, the fcience of medicine ftruck fuch deep root in that
city, and received fo many improvements from the profeffors or
pratitioners there, that a phyfician was much recommended in all
fucceeding ages of antiquity, by the circumftance of having profe-
cuted his ftudies in the Egyptian capital.

Concerning the geometers, who immediately followed Euclid,
there is much obfcurity, till the light breaks forth in Apolionius and
Arcbimedes, of whom, as belonging to a later period, we fhall after-

* Cicero De Orator. De rebus rufticis Ni- 1, iii. p. 82.
cander fcripfit preeclare. s De andiend. poetis.
s Schol, in Apollon, 1 i. et Athenzus, Galen. tom. iv. p. 3724

wards
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wards have occafion to fpeak. The aftronomers. Ariftillus and
Timochatis found a worthy fucceffor in Ariftarchus of Samos. An
oblervation, of Ariftarchus at Alexandria applies to the year ** two
hundred and eighty-one before the Chriftian wra, that is, to the
fourth year of Philadelphus’ reign. He is the author of a work con-
cerning the diftances and magnitudes of the {un and moon®, in
which, he enlarged the boundaries of the folar fyftem; and
though his conclufions on this fubjet remained far fhort of the
truth, they yet convinced him of the ftability of the fun, and of the
diurnal and and annual motions of the earth **. It was objeced to
him, that upon the fuppofition of the earth’s motion, the fixed Rars, as
vicwed from this wandering world, muft be continually changing their

motion with regard to cach other. He an{wered by faying, that the.

whole of the earth’s orbit round the fun was little better than a point
in comparifon of the heavens. Such doé&rines expofed Ariftarchus to
the cenfure of men who aflumed the name of philofophcrs, but who,
as we have feen, were mere feCtaries. Cleanthces, deemed the prince
of the Stoics in that age, accufed * him of fhaking with rude impiety
the throne of Vella, an ancient and venerable goddefs, fince daughter
to Saturn and Rhea®. To Vefta, befides, an important fun&ion
was afligned. She was the patronefs of fixed habitations, of fettled
or civilized life. Her domain was near the earth’s centre ; and her
facred {eat was always reprefented firm and immoveable . By this
and other objedions, fcarcely more weighty, the philofophy .of
Ariflarchus was repreffed through many fuccecding centuries. At
length, bowever, it emerged by its native merit. Tables more
perfe& than thofe of which he had fet the example, were conftruéted
of the diftances and motions of the planets, from the contemplation
of which Kepler in 1680 difcovered that the fquares of their periodic

s Prolem. Mathem. Syntax. Lonf. Vitravins, L i e, 1,

# Ariflarch, de magnitad. et diftant.  Plutarch de Facie in Orb, Lun. p.g23.

Solis et Lun= in Oper. Wallyfij, Oxon. 1659.  *' Hefiod Theogon,
# Archimed. in Plammit. p. 120, etfeq. % Ovid, Fall, L vi.

times
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c 11 A p. times ate proportional to the cubes of their mean ditances. This

Al ].Uwt together with that of falling bodies pmit;ugy afcertained by

Galileo, prepared the way for the aftronomy of the great Newton,

which the labours of the Alexandrian fchool, particularly of Apollonius

and Archimedes, perfe@ted by his own admirable fagacity, enabled

that incomparable geometer to eftablith on ftri¢t mathematical de-
monftration.

Mise I mae Before the eftablifhment of that fchool, philofophers were ac-

Sl quainted ' with the re&ilinear propagation of light, the equality

between the angles of incidence and refleQtion, and that great prin-

ciple of moving force, according to which weight is balanced by

velocity ; a principle expanded or ramified in what are cailed the

five mechanic powers. On the bafis of thefe obfervations or fa&s,

they began to rear the fabric of mixed mathematics; light, matter,

and motion were {ubje&ted to the fearch of their own fevere

geometry : and great proficiency was attained in all thofe ingenious

arts, which, either in peace or war, form the moft unequivocal dif-

tin&ion between civilized and barbarous nations ; and whofe highefl

reaches of improvement were confpicuous in their military works

Theengi-  and engines, as well as in their great civil monuments. In the latter

neers Cieli- 0 ears of Ptolemy Philadelphus, the moft diftinguifhed engineer was

Hero. Ctefibius **, a native of Afera in Beeotia, the birth-place of old

Hefiod. His fcholars were Beto and Hero, whofe tredtifes on the

conftru&tion of miffile weapons have come down to moderh tirhes.

Hero’s books on pneumatic and hydraulic machines are alfo preferved,

and highly deferving of attention, although, in this work, the mov-

,ing powers of water and air are employed in producing eﬂ’e&a ra-

ther furprifing than ufeful. Fragments alfo remain of his treatife on

Automata, or felf-moving figures. In the hands of Héro, and ftill

more of his fucceffors, {cience thus came to be direfted to the pur-

“ See my New Analyfis of Ariftotle’s vius Architf. in Prefat, 1. vik & Plin, L vii.
Speculative Philofophy. c. 37,

s Achenens, L xis p. 497. Conf. Vitru-
8 pofes
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pofes of recreation and paftime; and on this fcore chiefly was
patmfﬁd, as we fhall fee, by the latter Egyptian and Syrian kings :
princes unfit for bufinefs, and often addited to the moft childith
amufements.

At the head of the grammarians in this reign, it is fit to place
Eratofthenes, though he flourithed towards the latter part of it, and
was firft appointed to prefide over the mufwum and hbrary under
the third Prolemy, furnamed Euergetes. Though he is called a
grammarian, {fynonymous in thofe days with the name of philologer
er critic, he attained great eminence as a philofopher and mathemati-
¢ian ; and if not an admired poet, was at leaft a writer of corre&t and
elegant verfes “*. His chronological canons are praifed by one of
the moft accurate of hiftorians **. He was an improver of geogra-
phy as well as of chronology. Hc was the firft who traced a paral-
lel of latitude, regulated by the day’s greateft length: namely,
14.5 hours.  This parallel pafled from the pillars of Hercules
through the fouthern extremity of Peloponnefus, the ifland of
Rbodes, and then forward through the great ecaftern regions of
Aflyria and Arlana to the mountains of India’®. Eratolthenes
meafured the obliguity of the ccliptic, and afcertained with a
confiderable degree of accuracy the circumference of the earth at
250,000 fladia "*; about 235,000 miles. He alfo invented the ar-
mille, a combination of circles reprefenting the celeftial {phere.
'This valuable inftrument of fcience he ereted in-the great portico

#2 Longin de Sablim £ 33. direétly under the 1orthern tropic, he waited

™ Dionyf. Halicarn. Hiflor. Roman. & i.
P Gm

1o Btmbr, L% poo7. B feq.

®s The fegment of the meridian chofest
fur this pubpoﬁ;’ was, thit between Alexan-
dria angd Sycng, places diftant fiom each
other goo {ta 11 Havisg obtamned this
meafuve from Proleray’s furveyors, (per
menfores regios Prelemnwi, Martian Capella,
L vi. p. 794), and knowing that Syenc lay

the time when the fun was vertical at Syene
o obferve a ftyle raifed fiom the bottom of
a concave {phere at Alexandria, and finding
the fhadow projeéted on the fpheiical conca-
vity to be a fifieth part of the whole cir-
cumfersnce, he concluded the soa fladix be-
tween Syene and Alcyandria to be 4 fiftieth
part of the ciscumference of a great circle
of the eirth, Cleomedes de Globi tenichtiss
Menfuia,

of
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of Alexandria, where it was ufed by fucceeding aftronomets ‘in ob-
ferving the equinoxes, and in determining, withott the aid of trigo-
nometry, the longitude and latitude of ftars " Notwithftanding
° and antiquities formed 'the
favourite province of Eratofthenes. He was a copious writer on

both thefc fubje@s; but of all his compofitions nothing has come

thefe impostant purfuits, philology *

down to us, except his fhort tra&t on the conftcllations- with an ab-
fira&t of the fables which gave rife to their names; his account of
the mefolabe, or inftrument for finding between two lines two mean
proportionals; and his mealure of the earth, reported by Cleo-
medes, who lived many centurics after him '**. His diftinguithed
merit could not exempt him from the malice of detrators. Even
his wonderful variety of talents, o affiduoufly and fo fuccefsfully
employed, were feized as the handle for contemptuous obloquy.
He was entitled Beta, as a man who had not attained the firft rank
in any one of the numerous objedls of his purfuit '*, His fiiends,
with lefs blameable injuftice, called him the pentathlete, as carrying
off the palm of glory in all the arts and fciences in which he con-
tended

The philofophers of the four different fets were as numerous at
Alexandria in the rcign of Philadelphus as in that of his predeccflor:
and thofe of the Peripatetic {chool fhould feem to have been diftin-
guifhed with the fame preference in point of royal favour and royal
munificence. The refpe& which Demetrius Phalereus enjoyed under
the firft of thofc princes, was fhewn by the fecond to Strato, alfo
the fcholar of Theophraftus. The virtuous inftru&ions of . that phi-
lofopher were """ rewarded by the king with & prefent of eighty
Alexandrian talents, equivalent totwent¥:four thoufand pounds,

% Prolem Mathem. Syntax. 1 iii. ¢ 2. ** Suidas et Marcian. Heracleot. in Perip.
*7 Sueton de Grammaricis et rhetoribus, p.63.

c. 10, . * Plin. L. ii. c. 108, et Lucian in Macrob.
% ‘I'hey are publifhed with the Oxford "' Dicgen. Laert. L. v. fegm. 6o.
Edition of Aratas. An. 1702,

The
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The greateft difcouragement to letters is the encouragement of
vile and invidious pretenders. Philadelphus was not guilty of this
error, too common with well meaning but fimple patrons. He
rejected with fcorn thofe who courted, and fometimes obtalned
a fpurious fame, by either offending decency, or by outraging merit.
Among the former, the obfcene poet Sotades of Crete held the moft
confpicuous place; but was treated fo negle@fully by the king, that
the lewd venom of his mind was inflamed into new virulence, and
vomited forth againft the prince by whole coldnefs he was affronted.
Unfortunately, fome progeedings of Ptolemy made him too fair a
mark for the refentful malignity of Sotades. His fifter Arfinoe, for-
. merly Wlfc to Lyfimachus of Thrace, had fufficiently difplayed her
charaer in tranfadtions above recorded in the hiftory of that prince.
The infamy of her behaviour did not prevent Philadelphus from
receiving her kindly ia. Egypt, and, in the eighth year of his reign,
from fharing with her his throne **. Being too old to bear children
of her own, fhe adopted thofe of his former wife, whofe imprifon-
ment at Coptos,.in confequence of a real or pretended con/piracy,
made way for the advancement of Arfinoe, who varnifthed her vices
with fuch'artiﬁce, or compenfated them by fuch talents, that Prolemy
confulted her in all his affairs, - and gontinued to doat on this pro-
fligate woman’ through life with an extravagance of conjugal fond-
nefs "' Her baneful afcendency could not.fail to taint the manners
of. her huiband Prolemy, ‘with many praifeworthy qualities, was
dn’graccd by an air. of Veluptuous f{oftnefs; by a pronenefs
to flothful effeminacy,. md-oﬁematwus vamty "%, - The chara&er of
the goutt was unpreﬁ'ed on the capital. 'The women of Alexandria,

ccafeé‘m bhe. dx&mgmfhed by that modefly and referve, which fill

p:evnled among fnmales of honourable rank in ancient Greece,
and it Gmk-&lﬂcments in all vther parts of the world: and hif-

“ Schol. in “Thevcrite Tdyll, #vii, snd 3 ??ﬂfamas Att:cl.'
Paufunias Attic, i Atheasus, . xii.

¥OL. L. £E torians
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torians afterwards remarked, that of all fuch fettlements, Alexandria
alone was difgraced by the mixture of women with men in crowds
and popular tumults ", The weak part of Ptolemy’s behaviour,
his inceftuous amours and his uxorioufnefs were reprobated in lan-
guage too"* grofs to tranferibe by Sotades, who found in the fame
fubje@ an opportunity for gratifying his refentment, and indulg-
ing his obfcenity .  The petulant fatirit was thrown into prifon at
Alexandria. He effected his efcape; was retaken, however, near
Caunus in Caria, by Patrocles, the moft diftinguilhed of Ptolemy’s
admirals, who is faid (horrid to relate !) to have wrapped him in a
fheet of lead, and thus configned the impure poet to the fea.

The name of Zoilus is proverbial, as the moft impudent detrator
of merit. His trite flory is involved in chronclogical difficulties ***,
by confounding this child of malignity and envy, who was a native
of Ephefus, and lived in the time of Ptolemy Philadelphus, with
a pleader of caufes in Athens of the fame name half a ccntury older,
who was born in the Athenian colony Amphipolis, and who
flourithed in the reign of Philip, father to Alexander'”. 'This
Athenian Zoilus chofe, for his model in public fpeaking, the well
known Lyfias, an orator full of {fweetnefs and perfuafion, who,
without boldnefs of imagery or vehemence of argument, gained
his hearers by ordinary and proper terms, gracefully difpofed;
and by that air of franknefs, truth, and candour which always
thone in his difcourfe *°. An author’s ftyleis the natural piQure
of his mind. That of the elder Zoilus was amiable and enga-
ging, and altogether inconfiftent with the malignant acrimony, and
favage ferocity, for which his unworthy namefake was branded
in the age of Prolemy Philadelphas, - Thisropprobium to letteds:was
not indeed deficient in terfenefs of expreflion, and plaufibility of

"Polybius, 1. xv. ¢. 30. s Dion. Halicarn. de Demofthen. vehe-

*« Athenzus, l. xiv. p. 621, ' ment. et in Epit. ad Pompeium.

“7 Strabo, . xiv, p. 64.37 Atige_ﬂ’tus. " See Life of Lyfias, prefixed to my
L. xiv. p. 620. Tranflation of his Speeches.

“* Suidas and KElian, V. H. L. xi. e 10, .
argum H
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argument ; in readinefs of wit to furprife, and in the knack of lndi-
crous con.binations and images to excite infolent laughter. He
over-rated however his own powers, when he came to Alexandria
in hopes of acquiring fame, by ftigmatifing the moft illuftrious
names with deformities dire@tly the reverfe of their acknow-
ledged beauties; reproached Xenophon with affe@ation, and Plato
with vulgarity; arraigned Ifocrates for want of elegance, and
Ariftotle for dulnefs in difcernment ™. The poets were the great
butts of his buffoonery, efpecially Homer, in whom all poetical ex-
cellence is fummed up. The reprimand of Homer was his principal
and moft favourite performance. We know it only by a few low
fareafms, equally impudent and contemptible. Ilomer, he fays, is
ridiculous in the beginning of the lliad, when he employs fo great
a god as Apollo in killing lazy curs. He is equally abfurd in the
progrefs of it, when he defcribes Diomed’s helmet as blazing with
fire, for then the hero muft have been burnt alive by his own
armour ***. 'The companions of Ulyfles turned by Circé into {wine,
Zotlus ludicroufly called Homer’s poor little biubbering grunt-
lings ', The poet, he fays, knew nothing of good breeding, when
lie rudely thruft old Priam from Achilles’ tent : and he isan abfolute
fool, in making Idzus quit his nimble chariot, in which, to fave his
life, he ought to have driven away at full fpeed . By fuch impu-
dent {currility, Zoilus provoked much hatred; in his own ftyle, he
was branded as a growling fnarler, the "** cur of criticifm : and when
little patronifed by the public, he folicited a fhare in the king’s
bounties, Prolemy coldly obferved to him, that it was ftrange fo
great a genius, towering.even above Homer, fhould ftand in need
of affiftance, fince the poems of Homer fill furnifh bread to thou-

= XElian, ubi fupra. « of the ifle of Tenedos, Zoilus fays abfurdly,
=1 Schol. Anonym. in Ilad V. that the river Alpheus, in Peloponnefus, has
s Longin. de Sublim. . ix. its fource in that ifland. Such is the fabu.
™ Schol. ibid. lofity of the man who finds fault with the

" Kowr gnroguase JElian, Obi fupra. Strabo  fables of Homer I””  Strabo, 1. vi, p. 271.
fcoffs at him more pleafantly, * In fpeaking
4 L2 fands,
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fands, a thoufand years afterithe deathr of their aythor . The end
of Zoilus is varioully related; all agree that he died in poverty and
difgrace.

The, Prolemean age of litcrature, for thus.the reign of Phila-
delphus has fometimes been diftinguithed, was remaikable:. @ot
only for the vaft pumber of its productions, but for the wide.divess
fity in their fubje&s: hiftory, natural and civil; postry in all its
branches; moral philofophy and criticifm ; -geometry, aftronenryy
mufic, and medicine "’ With much ardour for real kaowledge, the
writers of that age purfued, however, with equal eagernefs; all/the
wildeft illufions of the falfe. Thence, their fabulous hiftory and
vifipnary philofophy ; their fanciful difcuflions concerning myf-
teripus powers in plants and minerals; their innumerable-treatifes
on. judicial aftrology ; their books of travels, and voyages of
difcovery "** without end, in which the moft monftrous fictions
are related ; and thence many huge colletions, on the exprefs fub-
je& of wonders and prodigies '  Various caufes concurred to
mark the learning of Alexandria with a charaer, altogether -dif-
ferent from that which had diinguifhed the learning of Athens. The
fraternities devoted to arts and .fcienccs, lodged and fed in the mu~
feum, are compared to fowls fatted in coops ", who gain a fuper-
abundance of fleth, at the expence of racinefs and favour. If we
may judge, indeed, by the remains which have come down to us, the
works of the Alexandrians difplayed more eruditian than talte, and
more art than genius*”, Their compofjtions of the popular kind
were calculated for the gtatlﬁ.cauen of a pompous and, effeminate
cpurt, of a, wrealthy and lyxurious capisal 3 as eaghefor amufemeat as .
carelefs of carred® information.,. The multiplicity of, purinitsdify

s Vitruvius Archite@. L. vii. in Prasfat, " Irogin

W"MW@
" Bee the titled'ofdoRk works-of thatiele ™ Tarsgd. Athbeus,’l-d.
in Fabricius, Greek Library, b. iil. through-  ** Suchis Lucian’s _pudg‘emeut_. Vid. de

out. conferibend Hijftoria, p. 637. Edit. Amftel,
*# T thus tranllate the wagmwhe,
trafted ;-
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tradteds the number of helps encumbered ; and fociety, too crowded
and continuous, is lefs favourable than folitudc, to high mental im-
provement. In confequence of the change to monarchy from repub-
licamifm, Grecian eloquence declined, and carried down with it
att other kinds of literary compofition ; {wect fometimes and artful,
but greatly degenerate in point of pith and perfuafion '*'. The ora-
tor now addrefled himfelf to the great and opulent, whofe minds he
was either to footh, or at beft gently to agitate, not to the
people at large, whofe paffions he was to roufe, whofe refolutions
he was to controul, and whofe decrees he was, at will, either to
abrogate or confirm. Thence, neither writers nor fpeakers aflumed
the fame commanding attitude as formerly; and thinking lefs
highty of their own charaler, reached not that majefty which
overawes, and that vehemence which overwhelms. For hiftory, the
fober ' companion of eloquence, the exploits of Alexander offered
the .nobleft of all fubjeéts. Yet Ilegefias and Onefecritus, with many
authors of the fame flamp, ftrangely deformed that auguft themes
the marvellous or puerile in their matter '** being accompanied by
new and harfh turns of expreffion, by peribds broken and tranf-
verfed, by cadences uncouth and unexpeéted, by founds that
wounded the esr, and phrafes that perplexed the underftanding "**.

In human affairs there is commonly a balance of good and evil.
The agesof Alexander and the Ptolemies laid the foundation, as we
have feeny ' of many noble improvements; yet the romantic events
of-the times, and the conflux into great cities of heteregencous
crovdé prone to decgive each other, had a tendency to corrrupt the
purity-of-pliiloflophy as well as hiftory. Adopting the language of
eaftert’défparifm, the fophift Anaxarchus had not bluthed to tell
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1‘*’ Qufintsian, 1. . c. 1.'gnd Dialog.de ' Dionys. de Struftar. Orat. . 18.
Orator. £ ! Arrian, Exped. Alexand. L ivi ¢. to.
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hiflorians accompanying that conqueror, were impofed on them-
felves, and are accufed of wilfully impofing on their readers **.
The delufion thickened under his immediate fucceflors. Megaf-
thenes and Daimathus, who, as ambaffudors from Seleucus Nicator,
refided fucceffively at Palibothra, or Patna, then the great Indian
capital, although they communicated much new information con-
cerning the eaftern world, yet difgraced their reports by the moft
ridiculous fictions: of ants, for example, large as foxes, that dug
up gold; of men only three fpans high; and of whole nations dif-
figured by ears fo monftrous in magnitude, that they ferved their
wearers for beds or coverings ', Timzus of Tauromenium, who
wrote hiftory at Alexandria, under the firft Ptolemies, though by 4
pun nick-named Epitimzus from his calumny, was afterwards, from
his credulity, ftigmatifed in a fingle Greek word, denoting the ¢ollec-
tor of old women’s ftories ', A contemporary and far more daring
romancer was Evhemerus of Meflené, the agent and confidential
friend of Caffander, who, in the partition of Alexander’s empire, ob-
tained the kingdom of Macedon. By that inquiflitive and politic
prince, Evhemerus was often employed in remote eaftern embaffies.
In one of thele miffions, he embarked, according to his own narra-
tive, at a harbour on the coaft of Arabia Felix, and*thence entering
the ocean, difcovered far diftant from the continent of Afia, feveral
valuable iflands, of which the principal was Panchaia. This place
he chofe for the fcene of wonders greater and bolder than any that
his rivals had invented, fince the lies of other Greek travellers were
often a fort of pious frauds, enforcing popular {fuperftitions,
whereas the tale of Evhemerus was told with a view' to dif-
credit and fubvert them. I will not enter into his defcription
of the,unrivalled felicity of Panchaia, a country -furpaffing in
all the beauties of art and nature the Happy Arabia itfelf. Let it

"5 Steabo, 1. xv. p. 693. * FewoovMstrpm, ~ Suidas et Hefychius,
_.n Strﬂ)o, ibidl Pa 706, 70?- f m
unice
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fuffice to obferve that fix miles from its capital, Panara, there was a
lofty mountain called the throne of heaven, adorned by a magni-
ficent temple of white marble, which among other monuments of
ineftimable value, contained a golden pillar, infcribed with hiero-
glyphics. In decyphering this inlcription, Evhemerus unmafked
the whole delufion of pagan idolatry: Uranus, Saturn, and Jupiter,
with the whole tribe of Grecian gods, he found to have been mere
mortals, {everal of them great conquerors, and all of them illufirioufly
diftinguifhed in arts and arms ™. Such is the facred biffory, inter-
preted by Evheremus from hieroglyphics into Greek, and tranflated
a century afterwards from Greek into Latin, by the poet Ennius.
Though all critics of difcernment, with Eratofthenes at their head,
the credulous Plutarch, and the incredulous Strabo and Polybius, re-
je& with fcorn the defcription, and even the exiftence of Panchaia, yet
the name became current at Rome through the verfes of Ennius, and
was made familiar to the world, by the poetry of Lucretius "** aad
Virgil "' ; both of them Epicureans in philofophy, and as fuch, not
unwilling to abet what was deemed by the vulgar, the athcifm of
Evhemerus,

The wildeft fables of the Greeks were countenanced and {urpafled
by thofe of the Barbarians, who adopted their language, and abufed
their credulity. Soon after the building of Alexandria, this new
capital of Egypt was filled, as we have feen, by a mixed aflemblage
of nations, and particularly by a large colony of Jews, who, in the
reign of the firft Ptolemy, tranflated into Greek the five books of
Mofes, which they called colle@tively the Law ***.  The appearance
of a work which refletted fuch unparalleled honour on a diminutive
provincg, and at that time an obfcure people, feems to have piqued
the national pride_of the Babylonians and Egyptians. Thele once

9 D(Lmdol‘ds Sicolus, 1. v. £ 4a. et foq. Mt See this fubject ably treated in Prideanx’
Conf. Fragment. ex.l. vi. p. 621, Conne&ion of the Old and New Teflameun:,
w Lucret. L, ii, v. 407. Part ii. Book 1.

uw Georg. L. il v, 139. .
illuftrious
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illuftrious caltivators of arts and fciemces; found ready chamipions
in the prieffs Berofus and Manetho, who, ia'the reign of the fecond
Ptolemy, alfo tranflated into the Gregek language, the hiftory and
antiquities of their refpe@tive countries.' Btrofus deditdted his
work, which, under the title of hiftery, comprehended 2
firange admixture of mythology and aftrolopy ¥, to Antiochis
Soter, then mafter of Babylon, or rather Seleucia Babylofita,
and all the dependant provinces in Upper Afia. At whatever
period this work was compofed, it muft have been preferited by
its author .in the extremity of old age, fince the acceffion of Au-
tiochus did not happen till forty-three years after ‘Alexander’s death :
and before that event, Berofus had flourithed at Babylon, as a prieft
of Belus ", Having learned the Greek tongue, he travelled through
different countries and iflands inhabited by Greeks '“; -tanght #ftro-
nomy and aftrology at Cos, the famed birth-place of Hippocrhtes ;
and carrying with him the fame fciences to Athens, gained fuch
renown in that fuperfitious city, by the authenticity of his prédic-
tions, thag he was honoured with a ftatue in the principal place of
public exercife '** % i

In the hiftory infcribed to- Antiechus, the prieft of Bab¥lon ‘fill
further infulted Grecian credulity, by tracing back the antiquity of
that city to a period of four hundred and feventy-three thoufand

years before the Macedonian conqueflt ™.  With regard to she flovd,

as well as the tranfa&ions of Noah, Nebuchadnaezaar; asd Gy s His
narrative nearly coincided with the Hebrew annals 45 Butwhenever
forlgken by this aid, all was impenetrable obfeuritg: o4 wiM idcon-
fitency. The dark chafm:of fathomlefs agew s -pardly filled ‘up

by berren lifts of fabulpus kings ; while the palpable defet of 'fitis-
fadory . information wae excufed by a fiion fiill ‘st patpdbile,

M Teor wag Xendowwss ©romQuuvan,  Jofeph, ¢ Plin. | vii, ¢ 37,

cont. Apien. L. i. 1, 19, ' Syucell. Chrandl, p. 1. and feq, C
' Tatigsi, advers. Gent. Diodorus, L ij £ 31. piin o
*# Vitruvius, Archite®, l.ix. ¢ 7, ¥ Jofephus, ubn {opra,

tamely,
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namely, that Nabonaffar, who.is faid to have reigned at Babylon
only 747 years before Chrift, defirous of paffing with polterity
for the founder of that empire, had deftroyed all the hiftorieal
monuments of his numbetlefs predeceffors ‘>.  Should this aflertion
be admitted, what are we to think of the records long anterior to
Nabonaflar, which Berofus with ftrange impudence profefles to have
carefully copied?

Mancetho, a prieft of Heliopol.itg,in Egypt, endeavoured to convince
his patron Ptolemy Philadelphus,” that he governed a people not lefs
venerable than the Babylonians, fubje& to his rival, the king of
Syria. To Ptolemy he dedicared his tranflation into Greek of the
antiquities of Egypt; according to which work, that country ha
been long governed by the gods. The reigns of thefe bencticent
fovereigns were defcribed in orderly fucceffion, many of them ex-
ceeded the period of a thoufand years: Vulcan’s adminiftraiion alone
amounted to nine times that number "**. In forme collateral points
of hiftory, the Egyptian prieft accords with the writings of Mofes,
but, except where guided by tins facred light, his nariative, as Jofe-
phus convincingly 27rues, is fraught with the wildeft abfurdity, and
fometimes poifoned by the grofleft calumny ™",

The divine oracles, long carefully preferved by them, raifed the
Jews above fuch extravagant fittions and fuch monftrous chrono-
logy. But after their captivity in Babylon, and efpecially after their
acquaintance with the Greek language, even this people who ought
to bave difdained {uch unneceflary artifices, did not remain exempt
from the, contagion of literary impofture, as thofe religious romances
called the Apochrypha flill teftify ; and Arifteas’ well known ftory
of the {feventy-twp interpreters "**, with all the marvellous circum-
ftances belanging to it, thould {fcem to have been invented fhortly

s Syncell. Chronol. p. 207. 32 Vid. Arift. de 8. Script. Interpret.
# Syncell. p. 270. Conf. Diodor. I.i. Oxford, An. 169z, et Prideaux Old and
{ 44 New Teflament conneéted, p.ii. b. 1. p. 44,

1! Jofeph. cont. Apion. 1.5, ¢. 25 & feq. &,
VOL. L. 4 M after
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after the Egyptian and Chaldzan forgeries above-mentioned. 1t is
treated as an authentic work by Ariftobulus, an Helleniftic Jew,
like Arifteas himfelf, under the difguife of a Greek philofopher., In
the extreme of national partiality, Ariftobulus maintained that Py-
thagoras, Plato, and other lecained luminaries of Greece, had bor-
rowed all their {ciénce and knowledge from the Old Teftament **2,
Strange as this opinion muft appear to thofe converfant with tHe
hiftory and genius of the two nations, circumftances were hot want-
ing to give it an air of plaufibility. From their claffic compbfitiotis
preceding the Macedonian conqueft, the Greeks counld hor'difcover
any indication of their intercourfe with the Jews either as tedchers
or difciples: much lefs could the natives of Paleftine find any notiees
of fuch conne&ion in the facred records entrufted to their rare, and
religioufly tranfmitted by them to their pofterity. But as the Greeks,
thortly after Alexander’s eapedition, began to blend and amalga-
mate, as it were, their traditionary or written knowledge with otien-
tal allegories and fables, ic the Jews, at a ftill earlier period, had
made f{uch blameable additions to their divine {criptures, as fitted
them to mix, in fome meafure, and harmonize éither with the follies
of fuperflition, or the abfardities of falfe philofophy. We fhall
briefly explain how thefe corruptions were introduced and rendered
general, firft among the Jews, and afterwards among ' the Greeks. '
It is a well known do&@rine of the former at leaft ad ancient as
Ezra, by whom the facred text was revifed gnd lolemitly’ publifhed
four cetituries and a half before the Chriftian era, thitGod, when
he gave the law to Mofes on mount Binai, alfo taught-hin ite'true
teading called Maforah, and s troe iriterpretadion: called Cabbata,
The former of thefe uncouth words literslly fignifies * deliwéry”
and hi lafter, * receprion'?” 4ud bbth- ¢cole@ively sefet! roithd fame
corfiplex notion of a knowledge Harided down from-aatiquityy: and

# Cleenr. Alezasd Strom. b, et v, et Eufeb, Preparar, Evang. 1 i) eut2,
uaiformly
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uniformly received through (ucceflive generagions  The Maforites
and Cabbalifis, who were the guardians and teachers of thefe tradi-
tions, greatly multiplied after. the age of Ezra, and particularly in
the reign of Prolemy Philadelphus, when the fpirit of fiction exerted
ity greateft vigour, From this‘tirﬁ_e forward the Maforites and Caﬁ-
balifts maintained a boundlef(s authority, and -the’ fables on which it
was founded encreafing like fnow-balls as they devolved from one
age tg another, were finally, colle@ed in the reign of Antoninus Pius
into a work called. the Mifhoah, that'is, the fecond or oral law by
Rabbi: Judah, then mafier of the Jewifh fchool at Tiberias in Galilee.
The Mifhoah was received with the utmoft veneration by the He-
brews at home and abroad, and became the principal ftudy of their
learned men, particularly in Babylonia and Paleftine. The Rabbis
of bath thofe countries commented the Mifthnah in what is called the
Gemara, or complement, becaufe in it their whole traditionary
knowledge is fuppofed to be fummed up. The Mifhnah is the
text, the Gemara the comment; and both colleftively form the
Talmuds, one of Jerufalem, publithed about the beginning of . the
fourth century, and the other the Babylonian, publithed two hundred
ysars afterwards. The Babylonith Talmud is far the bulkier of the
two, the proper Alcoran of the Jews, though the impofture origi-
nated at:-a far eatlier period in thofe vile fitions which made ouwr
Saviour-declare to the .Scribes and Pharifees, that they made the
word «of, God of ,none efle@ through their traditions ', In confe-
quence of thefe fabuloys traditions, and particularly of the prevaleat
fadhien (af iallegorical interpretation in the age of Prolemy P,hiladcf,-
phus; the ] ews, gradually adapted their religious opinions to the tafte
of. their :conquerors, while. fome of their. learned men imbibed fo
comipletely: the phitofophy, which, as we thall fee prefeatly, began to
be: 'mtgh; iiﬁléxand;ia in that reiga under the ufurped nam‘csl of
™ Sce on this ﬁxbj'ég, Prideauz, . i ™ Mark, ¢ vik v,.13.

b. v. throughout.
: 4 M2 Pathvgoras
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Pythagoras and Plato, that it might be difficult, for an ordinary reader,
to diftinguith which were the copies, and which the originals ***,

At the time when the Jews were moft bufy in polluting their
religion by a fpurious philofophy, the Greeks were not lefs perverfely
employed in corrupting their phn!ofophy, fo ‘as to make it blend
with the vileft fuperftition. This was effe@ed under the firft Ptole-
mics by Diodorus of Alpendus, and other pretended followers of
Pythagoras, who laboured to adapt the tenets of that wife and great
man, to the dark imaginarions and childith credulity of the Egyp-
tians ", The coadjutors of thefe pretended Pythagoreans, who acted
the fame part under the Prolemics that the new Platonicians did
under the Roman” emperors, were the lying voyagers Diogenes
Antonius, Hermippus of Smyrna, and others fhortly before ard after
them, who, in their travels through different countries of the Ealft,
had learned to give fuch an account of the fages of ancient Greece as
fuited oriental prejudice and oriental credulity **'.  As the extrava-
gant work of Diogcnes can, as far as 1 know, be read only in the
Greek library of Photius, I fhall fubjoin a brief account of it for the
purpofe of illuftrating my prefent fubject.

This Diogenes is placed by Photius above four centuries before
Diogenes Laertius, that is, in the reign of Ptolemy Soter in Egypt.
‘ Flis voyage to Thulé” is written in the dramatic form "*, a mode
of compofition highly fafhionable with the Greeks fince the celebrity
acquired by the dialogues of Xenophon and Plato, 'The ftory is
told by Deinias an Arcadian to a party of his counrrymen 'fent to
folicit his return from Tyre to the place of his birth.. ~ Deinias, who
was far advanced in life, refufed to liften to ‘this Honotirible invitas

ne ?hﬂn judzus cited by Photins, Cod. fodomo{' Splomon.
¢.v. p.278. But long before Philo, w(}l 1 Conf. Diogen. Laert, ‘in Pytﬁagor.
flqurithed Axn. Domi.40,>we find in the Athen Deipn. L iv.'p. 365i et Jambiich, in
Jewith writers under the Prolemies the doc-  Vit. Pythagor. c. ult.
trines and even technical ‘expreflions of the  ** Plin, Ny H. L. xxx. c. 1. ef .D:og:n.
Platonic fohool of, Aldxendrin. [See partiy, Laart. L vili, fegmrqQiet gt ;.
cularly the apochryphal book, entitled the  * Vid, Phot, Cod. elzvi. p. 353 et feq.

z tion
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tion from the public affembly of his commonwealth, but endeavoured
to compenfate to his fellow citizens for their fruitlefs voyaee to
Phoenicia, by entertaining them with the curious hiftory of his own
travels by lea and land. 'With three other Arcadians, as he related,
and his fon Demochares, he left Greece in queft of knowledge,
paffed through Afia Minor, croffed the Cafpian [ea, climbed the
Riphzan mountains, and traverfing regions of eternal winter, en-
tercd the ocean furrounding the globe, and encircled it from the
rifing fun to the weftern ifland of Thul¢. In this ifland he found a
hofpitable refting place after his long and various navigation, and
here too he found Dercyllis, a Tyrian damfel of great beauty and
accomplithments, who, like himfclf, was diftinguifhed by the amaz-
ing feries of her adventures. Confidence and affe@ion naturally
grew up between congenial minds. Dercyllis entertained the Arca-
dian by telling how, in company with her brother Mantinias, fhe
had been obliged to fly from Tyre throvgh the machinations of
Paapis an Egyptian prieft. This prieft, they had received and kindly
entertained as an unfortunate exile, but, upon further acquaintance,
had difcovered him, to their infinite forrow, to be an e pert and de-
teftable magician, Through the fuggeftions of this villainous im-
poftor, the unhappy children adminiftered by way of remedy to
their drooping parents, preparations that fufpended their vital powers,
and enchanted them into a ftate of death-like flumber. Afflicted at
this, involuntary parricide, they had failed from their native city,
and vifited many remote regions, in which they difcovered unheard
of wonders., Having touched at Sicily, they had the mortification
to meet there the accurfed Paapis; but, to punith his cruelty and
perfidy, contiived to ftéal the ferip inclofing his books, and the
cafket containing his medicated herbs. With thefe iuftruments of
his .magic, -they clcaped intv Italy. At Metapontum they learned
that the traitor was in purfuit of them. Their informer was a philo-
fopher whom in the courfe of their travels they had formerly met

.with,
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cH AP, withy Altrasus, companion. 1o the famed Zamolxis, himfelf. a difci-

on

ple of Pythagoras, and legiflator among his countrymen the Getx,
by whom li¢ was fucceffively revered as a prophet, ahd worfhipped
as a god. 'To avoid the encounter of Paapis, the young Tyrians
accompanied Aftracus to the country of the Getz. The tedious
part of the journey was beguiled by many worderful ftories con-
cerning Pythagoras; his travels and dilcdveries, family and dif-
ciples. From Aftracus, or rather from Zamelxis at his defire, the
travellers alfo learned the extraordinary events that were {peedily to
befal them{clves. According to Lis prediflion, they failed to Thulé ;
and being followed even to rhat extremity of the world, by the
vengeful Paapis, were reduced by him through a feemingly very in-
adequate fpell into the flate of dead perfons in the day-time, theugh
they regularly revived in the night, Their caufe was elpouled by
an amorous native of Thulé, who, at the fight of Dercyllis whom
he fuppofed dead, flew firft the magician, and then himfelf. The
means of dilenchanting the young Tyrians, as well as their aged
parents, were finally difcovered in examining the purloined books
of Paapis. But I am unwilling farther to purfue fuch monftrous
fidtions, which, however, Diogenes endcavoured to fan&ion by a
forged letter from Balachrus, one of the lealt confpicuous among
Alexander’s captains. In this ftyange epiftle, writtcn by Balachrus
to his wife refiding in Macedon, he relates, that Alexander, upbn the
taking and burning of Tyre, was acgofted by a foldjer, who inti-
mated his having an extraordinary communication to make to him :
that, accompanied by Parmenio and Hephaftion, Alexander followed
the foldier to a place at 3 htt]c dl&am:e from the demolithed clt)r,
and was there fhewn by him certain fepulcglral urns under ground
compofed of ftone, and containing feveral legnble 1nfcnptmns par-
ticularly lhofc r:]atmg to the heroes of the above ftory, o a5 Deinias
the Arcadian lived a hundred and twenty-five years, Dercyllls and
Mantinias lived refpeively thirty-nine and fnrty-two years, ‘but

both
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both of them in addition to thefe different lenghts of time, lived a
certain, and that the fame ‘precife number of nights.” ‘This ®nigma
Was etplalmd by difcovering on the wall of the cavern, a cypicfs
cafket, on which Alexander and his companions read the following
wordst'Whoeverthou art, O Stranger! open this cafker, and leatnthings
worthy of admiration. They ‘opened, and read on cyprefs tablets the
adventures of Deinias and Dercyllis; adventures entirely controulled
by the fame kind of mathinery which ‘prevails in the Arabian Nights
eittertainments, and in the oldelt romances of chivalry. If Diogenes
Kved under Prolemy Soter, he fhould appear to have been'the fult
Greclah who disgraced his compofition with fuch vile unclaffical
fitions : and Hermippus of Smyrna, the f{cholar of Callimachus, is
the firft writer of that nation who treated circam/lantially concerning
magic *; that immemorial folly of the Eaft, enflaving the credulous
mind by the triple chain of fuperflition, aftrology, and medicine.
From this time forward, and in confequence of fuch writings as
thofe of Diogenes, Hermippus, and Timazus, who interwove in his
hiftory a romantic account of Pythagoras and the Italic fchool, it
camé to be a prevailing opinion that the greateft philofophers in
Greece were only the greateft of magicians. Pliny affures us of the
fact; and inconfiftently with his pretended contempt for magic,
treats Democritus and Plato as abettors of that futile art, in which
he believes them to have made great proficiency **“.  But the copi-
ous wi’i’t’ihq& of Plato convinciﬂgly refute fuch an extravagant Aimpu-
tation.
* 1In this manner, the corruption of philofophy early began at Alex-
andria 'with the falfification of hiftory. The evil was perpetuated by
thofe prﬂtendcd lovers of wifdom, who,’ trave}hng over the Macedo-
“afan’ c‘nnqueﬁs in the Eaft, collefted every rite of fan&ity and every
tale ofL wénder; and who, in cumcmp! of the judicious maxim,
@ never to intermix the concerns of phllofophy with thofe of the

e Plin. N.H. 1L sx5.¢. 1, @ 14, ibid.
popular
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popular fuperftition '*,”” made it their ;great endeavour to combine
philb{aphy and mythalogy. into one fyftem, to defend as well as
embélfifh -tratte by fiQion, and whether they laboured, as was ufual,
to fortify the seftablithed belief, or aimed, like Evhemerus, at dif-
creditipgthe gods+of their anceftors, to effe@ cither purpofenby new
invented fables-and lying prodigies. Their falfehoods and abfagdities
devolved with ¢ontinnal accumulation from age to age, antil towards
the commencement of the third century of the Chriflian zra,, the
philefopliers of Alexandria, under the name of Eciaics or Plateni-
cizns§:eimrupted or confounded the tenets, abolithed thic . ant haripy,
and-wlmoft the name, of all the more amcicat and lets, wwiaonary
feQe
Ahewunclouded renown of Philadelphus’ reign confifted. ip the
{pldmdeur of the arts. Of all Greek kings {Alexapder anly excppigd)
he kept. the greateft number of emioent artifts in his pav. Ia, this
pafticulary his predeceflor Prolemy Soter bad been rivalled by Seleu-
cusNeeator, contemporary with that prince; but though . Qejencia
Babylonia was a far greater city than Alexandria, the arts, oft igaisa-
siofi:or defign never firuck fuch deep;roqt therey or reached. fyeh. 2
floutithing height, Alexaadria had an ealy maritime, copmurica-
tion#vith Greece.from which all refined arts flowed: . wiereps Selgiitia
wis-only a great inland smpprium, at an immesfe diltancefreth the
mother counary, and cutoff from the Geegk caloniss nlellpgydlia
byamountains and deferts.  Egypt, befides, was pﬂﬁpliﬁ;}ﬂmvs
in materials for archite@ure 3nd Ratwary, | Its.finel mahl )u!lf,HCh
bad losig been disfigured by aa yngowth fuper,ﬁlﬁwg,_,ﬁw, ned
by Kyesk artifta into all the'mof.peried forms.pfideal beayty,, The
G rapeian) gods-and berass olaimed taa fs . caze both of thy Jipg and
of thafembe. were, patropileh by bim 5, Wb aRosg, e dnnumepgble
Ratues apalledine Eqppbatotbal 8 e SAPYME LMK SH Righ ith
' T v policws goPifoumar, ex ufm prre ' See the fupplement to my New Analyfis
vrudn oxorer Aot d;!&a Py il e 4 of Anftotlels Speculative Philofophy.
its
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its due reward, nor could fuch honouts be withheld from the Olym-
pic vi@ors, fometimes Ptolemy’s fubjefts, natives of Alexaadria.
The epithet Philadelphian became proverbial to exprefs expence
employed wich tafte ; and this talte appeared alike in the greateft and
the fmalleft produ@ions, from the lofty column and magnificent
temple to the elegant medal or polifhed gem ; patticularly the minia-
ture portraits of Arfino€ in chryftal, cut by Satyrius **. Such minute
labours are deferving of notice, becaufe by them only we can now
cltimate the reports delivered down to us concerning the wonderful
iplendour of public buildings, either in the cities embellithed by
Prolemy, or in thofe which he founded. From motives of vanity or
fuperftition, he was careful, like other princes his contemporaries, to
perpetuate, in works of archircure, his name and furname. Acco,
at the northern extremity of the Holy Laund, being repaired and
ftrengthened by him, was called Prolemais : and Rabba Ammeon, on
the other fide Jordan, obtained in the fame way the name of Phila-
delphia ““; a name which continued to prevail ; whereas the old
appellation of Acco again revived, and, being corrupted into Acre, was
deflined in that harfh word to convey a found pleafing to Chriftiaas,
who there triumphed over Mahometans ; and more recently to Eng-
lithmen, a handful of whom in Acre foiled an army of Frenclh
Philadelphus was induftrious in improving the commercial advan-
tageés of his capital, and in adorning it with temples, palaces, theatres,
bippodromes, and gymnafia. Alexandria, under his predeceffor,
already difplayed its fpacious and well ventilated ftreets ; its copious
fupplies of frefh water ; Its double harbour, feparated by the Hepa-
ftadium ; its light-houfe on the ifle of Pharos; and its magnificent
temple to Serapis. But numerous benefits ftill remaioed to be comferred
on it. Of thefe, hiftory does not enable us to afcertain the date ;
though the principal of them may warrantably be afcribed to Phila-

' Antholog. L iv. ce 18, 1% Vid. Reland. Pdeftin, Iuftcat.
VoL, 1. 4N delphus,
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delphitls 5% The ports opeh 16 the fea) e Riall Ppesk - peéfently of
thote® tsn the Take” Marebtrs), were ‘conftructed-to’ afford: the utmbft
fafety ;' the' foner’ part ‘of Euncltus, above-mientioned, was“emphati-
cally ﬁylpd the ant or coffér ;" and To deep were'both: HarKo s at
the water’s ‘edge, that the largéft veflels laid theit fides BHithd gra-
duated k'e.y';s; calléd ladders **, on which their cargoes were utildaded.
The fouthérn walls of the city were wathed by the lake Mareoris.
This lake, now much fhrunk in dimenfions, was thirty miles long
and fifteen broad. It was diverfified by “eight. iflands: its'banks
teemed with inhdbitants: by one canal it commuméated"t\‘!tﬁﬁhe
harbour Eunoftus, and by another with the Canopic branchi 6f the
Nile. The harbours on the lake were not lefs bufy than thdfé on
thc fea Coalt ; beautiful villages rofe ‘on both fides of them, The
ﬁer% 9!‘ul‘mr].) was dlfhngml’hed by the vaft hippodrome ; the'{cenc,
é we fHall fee, of many extraordinary occurrences. - On this fide,
éhleﬁy, itnamerable canals ftrayed through rich fields fheltered from
{He fur’s rays by the green luxuriance of their produce. Akid of
Dbeanyin particular, was fo lofty, and had leaves fo ]argc and thick,
lh&t parties of pleafure: frequented thefe cool- plantztmns in bmgée or
w ﬁemng veflels **. The. v.hole country round, (m)w deformed
%X?arrcnncfs and dreary folitude), breathed a&ivity, life; und-plea-
J'ure. Even the little ifland ‘Pharos,.in addition..ta. 1ts-f.1r famed
E&Wﬁt céftjie to be adorned ‘with’ many othcr ﬁ]pcrb edLﬁc(.s 'md' w as
mpwﬂﬂy pmvtded with frefh water; :poured-inteit from the Mllcabv
ﬁ'ﬁﬁ‘yﬂ}c engines.
w0a "Fheiigenorat population <of -this great city, (of the learned: iribia
mm"hﬁpﬁé‘;ﬁu&um we haye above.fpoken};, thaugh. fq,rmc,d from.
%W?hbi’aga of: d:ﬁ'crwtmtmm, wag”gradu_aﬂ; m}?lﬂ&ed intdthich

QST O e

_fa:i}:_:?; oF. sharacter, . The @moft pruﬁmort&mnquaiu% helonging

® Pruftn:’ Adtlc, 8Pl [udmuside Vie. Stribo.” Cenf. Juftpht: e Betthgnd 1. v.
Mofis. ¢ Wenée ¥he odgimof the French uprdﬂon
1 Btrdbo, 4. T PrPOEL-«  Les Ralisifgg dd Le vape,”
M 'Qes om uruew wmw om AApuawg ey, AW S&Mmm
o
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to the Alexandrians, wese.indufiry and ingenuity. Throughout the
whole place, none lived in idlenefs ; and here many occupations were
fkilfully.excrcifed, unknown or difregarded in other Greek cities.
Many Alexandrians laboured in blowing glafs : others were ¢mployed
in fofteping and finpothing the papyrus : weaving lincn and l?rcwmw
beer, Weis Xery, ordinary. trades : the blind and lame, even tho{c lame
in their /hands, hnd.‘,,gaﬂ{:ﬁ afl gncd to them, not pncompafnbic with

their feveral infirmities,)”, . The rich were, in the:r way, npt “lefs

'.:_

diligent ; {ome dpperintending their large manu ac‘.]',un.s ,\0[§]€!‘5

augmgnsing thejr fortunes by commercial enterprize :, antL if the

S ofF 5101y

Prolemies fhared amply in both fources of profit, r.helr gains ‘]verc
laudably expended in great public undertakings.

The vaftnefs of the royal palacc excites, indeed, an ulea of 1dl¢
fupcrﬂuny of grandeur. It is faid to have equalled a fourt]; rparf‘ of
the city . But this obfervation can apply. only to the, times of the
latter kings, for the moft part contemptible princes, who v;}d_“m
furpafling each other in works of extravagancc and vanity ', Tl}‘qy

%k ‘S atdrninus apud Flav. Vopife. in Hif- nitude of the imperial palace wholly'tefis,
tar, Angsk. p- 297, Edit. Franc, An. 1788,  the words convey to me a:differens mesping
Conf, .'Hirtius de Bell. Alexand. c.ii. This from that in which they are taken' by all
charadtér of thefn remounts to the earlick  Latin rranflators, not excepting the lparned
timgs of, the city. Plutarch, Strabo, Poly- Politian, The hiftorian relates, that the
bius, fons of Severus, upon their father’s death

ML IE&.: m*gdmhua, retagror # ki voroy T at York, haftened by thé fhortall road to

?m 03\8 prges. Surabo., * That the Rome, never eating at the fame table, nor

of werk a fourth or evén a third patt””  fleeping inthe fame houfe. The rapidity of

The vialtegelaf she prlace, ov zather the pa<  their jonrney was usged by themmqﬁe of
Ioces of Alexandria, need not furprife us, if taking up feparate quarters in the am k)
we admit that the imperial palace 2t Rome  of the royal palace, greater thas', i) r?ty
was ].a.rm»d'i'ﬂl) i, phre et of that capitals  pgpmc wanmg mdon.  Hygrodian, ﬂ#ﬂ}kﬁ not
Humg, in his Eﬂhy on the popnfoufncf's of comparifon between the, ma_g'mtudc of
melentinationsy p g73. 18 mffly meredulods 'Rowne and that of its $nperial 'Pﬁi {5 e
'?ﬁﬂ!fff&?fﬁ’ritﬁ,’nh% Qi 3 4nd Gibbon ens only infimates gencrally snd dndefinkply the,
deavours to rempy, ;w: difficulty by faying, magnitpde of the palacc in dr&mﬁ wings of
ﬂim‘m ok JRJ‘J thohowies’s WHKcR Characalla ' ehd- Ghra {Qhebyhv they
and gardens of opulent fenators, thercfore,ins  wyuyld be fafer from each other’s machina.
cluded anderghe mrogotithe impatial palace. rians than in_thedities of Gaul and Italy
Decline and Follk o yis pe #64» ,But mpon  through which théy had to pafs.
turning to the palfngclnﬂarqdlaﬂﬁl ivoe.4. o Polybius, Loxv. ¢ 30. Strabo, L zvii.
ou which this incredible decastat of the mag-  p, 793.

N 2 thould
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Molild” féém 'to" have“*éondrﬁm“},r“@ﬂlm-gk& e “pathte] abG¥émen -
ks fa ’Brﬁéfueﬂ by edifidds'codRicating thi‘ough covRkedqRA-
iyl“‘* With kich bttief, " hd " therdfore fiicluded " indér” ofie dfnic.
Veii {iuﬁef' the Y i’ro'réni‘l:s,a the “palace ‘was’ ‘cornedted, 1" this
way, M t'h’e ulLeum’ thé’ ﬂbr:n-y, and'tHe' YHCat¥d 'oF B‘ém‘.‘ﬁff@ ; on
“’hlci’l acc0unt very eli{fl‘aofﬂmary dlmerrﬁﬁﬁr&”ﬁnght WitHout fmpro-
prleiy be affi gned to ft.

Aﬁer ]’h"lade'lphus glorious reign D{“th?r‘l‘#déihﬁt ycit‘s',’ the prof-
perlty of Egypt was but 1mperfe{,’dy upﬂéfd dirin t‘lié Ywerity fiv
Ie&rsﬁqf its adminiftration under his fort 1’[0Terny Ttder Seted. TLhdﬁCt:-
forward there was a perpetual decling, ‘in confeqiencd; ab i1l be
feen, of bad palicy.at Lome and abroad, and of the general unwor-
thinefs of the Ptolemies, with onc only exception in favour of the
unfortunate Ptolemy V1. Philometor. Yet after the worft of times,
and when Egypt had funk into a province of the Roman empire, its
populoufnefs amounted to 8,000,000 " : it was doubtlefs much
grtater in the time of Philadelphus. That prince poflefled, alfo,
valuable dominions in Syria and in Lefler Afia; he was mafter of
Cyrené and Cyprus: many {maller Greek iflands, and fome con-
fiderable cities on the coaft of Thrace acknowledged his jurifdi@ion.
Tke whole of his fubje&ts may be eftimated, by a moderate account,
at 15,000,000. With fuch a population, and with the commerce,
revenues, fleets, and armies above detailed, Ptolemy had nothing to
fear from any other Greek king ; much lefs, as it might feem, from
any power beyond the pale of the Macedonian empire. The firft
war between Carthage and Rome, which lafted twenty-four years,
began nineteen years before Philadelphus’ demife. Of the two parties
engaged in that obflinate conflict, Carthage was naturally the object
of moft jealoufy, from her vicinity to Cyren¢, and her long rival-
thip with that Egyptian dependency. Accordingly, when in the
middle of the war, the Carthaginians applied to Prolemy for aﬂi&ancc,

 Jofephus de Bell. Judaic. L ii. c. 4.
he
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he,derlined to, afford it them ; and gyen denied to them the loan of CH AP

200pialents . In excufe of this, laf}, refpfa), he told fthcm tklilt
tlu; FP18Y, which they demanded,. was incompafible with an, apity
of ftwgnty, years {ubfiftipg between Egypt and Rome : Eo; Ptolemy,
with adue ateption 1o foreign, affaus, had, upon the repulfe of Pyr-
thudmybich left the Romans mafters of the fouthem coafts of Italy,
fent an embafly of congratulation to Rome, and reccived from that

lig., a!mfhcr f:mba,ﬂ‘y in return'”., The tranfaftion was on
hgth ﬁdgs“,lpgr,l,cd wnh much dlgmty ; and firft brought into notice
\%l[ll;j,;lire Cireck kings of the Eaft, a commonwealth which was
fpeedily to interfere with decifive preponderancy in all their concerns.

‘Apptan Exterpt. de Rebus Siculis, ' Valerias Maxtm. Liv. ¢ 3
soly 1 p 93 Adits Schwegh
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Ikﬂlz_pfz.@am r!"r' wecn ‘:,r.’w Gr. o Culapre i Lug.r'alah,‘gm thple. wp Magra Lracsa.
r-_l-_-{ﬁi.":a'at;aln z’:f J\‘,;r';..— Ti s ail .h f"i{;' g, ff 1&”"._5{1”'.'?:},})‘.”-“}#3 be-
tegeen Rome and Ashens.—TWars ¢f t e Romans under rf.*e“KI 11250 = Improve-
'*Hém';'s'af Raéu‘; 'in jb"w'm of Strengt h, ‘.Uurzr,ri;, and ‘Sali r}f)":" '—ﬁ’;r: with
188 Farifhins. — Italian wars under the Confuls. — How thé ./Eéu}"}z?;gWo! 7]
wire endbled to refiff two Centuries. — Siege of Veil. — Légionary order of
Botth, — Rome taken by the Gauls. — Dfirultion of thefe Irvaders.'—War
unth dhe- Samnites. — Rebsllun of the Latins and Campantans. — Settle-
mext of the Roman Conguefts. — War wwith Palapolis, — Joaloufy of Taren.
fum. — Hor Artifices for embroiling Rome with the Lucamans amd Samnites.
— Gaudine Forks.—The Romans protect Thurii, == Survey the Coaft of
Magna Gracia. — Pyrrbus chofen General of Tarentum. ~ His Expeditions
into Italy and Sicily — The Romans fubdue the continental Part of Magna

Grecia. — Caufes of the firt Punic War. — Its Hiftory, — Sigily divided
between the Romans and king Hiero.

'HE Greeks, at once a commercial and warlike people, con~
"R neced, by their colonies and conquefts, the tranfa&ions of the
aricient world. In the reign of Ptolemy Soter, the affairs of the
Faft were brought into conta& with thofe of the Weft, through
the bold ambition of Agathocles, tyrant of Sicily. In the reign of

Ptblcﬂ@‘?hilade]pbus, the conneftion was renewed through the
advedtdrous fpirit of Pyrrhus, king of Epirus. But before the ex-
peditiotl '6f vhe former of thefe kings into Africa, and of the latter
%ﬁa‘ly, ‘#hd " precifely in the fame year that Alexander died at
Babylon, the Romans having extended their dominion of ‘their alcen~
depcy to the confines of Magna Grzcia, firft ‘began to make war

on
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@n the Greek city Palepolis, and to be viewed with fcar or jealoufy
by Tarentum, Sybaris, Rhegium, and other maritime emporiums
belonging to the fame nation in Italy .

Thefe once floarifhing fea ports had fuffered a fad reverfe of for-
tune, fince the abolitign of their Pythagorean laws,
deftruction of their Pythagorean magiftrates.

and the
From that time for-
ward, the Greeks of Italy and Sicily, whole territories colle&ively
boafted the name of Mgy Grazcia, had been diftreffed by foreigh
invaders, ‘and by domeMc' tyrants, but more uniformly afflicted
undef tf;; fznominious yoke of unbridled democracy® In_fuch
a wretched .fituation of affuirs, without yigour or unipn amgng
themficlves, Alexander,
king of Epirus, had perithed by treachery in Italy, forty-three years
beforc this crifis, after fuccelstully defending the Greek. colonics
there, againlt the barbarous natives in their neighbourkood,
Pyrrhus inherited all the boldnefs of his anceftors: ‘in virtue-of *his
marriage with Agathodles’ daughter, Lanafla, he had ftrong claims
in both divifions of Maana Graxcia:

Pyrrhius was fummoned to their fuccour.

with apparent gcncml‘ﬁty,
and much real ambition, he therefore undertook lhe delence ‘of
the Grecks in Italy againft the Romans, and the defence of the
Greeks in Sicily againft the Carthaginians. Through the invafion
of Africa, by his futher-in-law Agathecles, my readers were :mgd.c
acquainted with the hiflory, refources, and internal ftate of Cgr-
thages but the expeditions of Pyrrhus into ltaly, exhiwiting the firh
tmportant warfare between the Creeks and Romans, it will be
neceflary here to examine, with a view to many fublequent parts of
this work, the chara&er and genius of a people, who after fult
meafuring their ftrength with the Epirags, perfevered in, fuccellivg
conflits, with other Greck comipppwealihs or kiﬂgm‘ﬁr;iu:iﬁamﬁ
fpace of- two hundred and forty-fous years, they seduced the wholg
of them into pravinces.

.
Tit, Liv. L viii. ¢ 22, et feq. Diotor. Edlng’ tti,

Under
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Under the neceflity of treating a fubjeft, which, by being familiar
to the reader, is thereby rendered more difficalt to the writer, 1 am
happy that the informationt which it was incumbent on me to com-
municate in a preceding work, will enable me to reduce the prefent
narrative, within a narrow compafs. The Romans, were indeed
Greeks, only of an earlier age *: with their blood and priméval habits,
they inherited that combination of craft and courage, which, having
carried their arms in victory over twenty barbarous nations in Italy,
at length expofed them four hundred and thirty years after the
building of Rome, to the envy and hatred of the degenerate and
feeble inhabitants of Magna Grzcia. The Greeks who colonifed
the part of Italy, bearing that name, chiefly in the eighth century
before Chrift, are carefully to be diftinguifbed from thofe Elians and
Arcadians, who, at a far earlicr period occupied the diftrick called
Latium, towards the middle of the wefteru coaft.  The fettlers in
Magna Gracia left their native country, at a time when its arts and
inftitutions had acquired a confiderablc degree of maturity. They
pofleffed themfelves of the proje&ing head-lands looking towards
Greece and Sicily ; and maintained a frequent and animated in-
tercourfe with their anceftors in the former, and with their brethren
in the latter .  But the Greek colonifts in Latium migrated during
a ruder {tate of the arts, and an earlier period of {ociety. They in-
termixed with the natives of the conquered territory, whom their
humanity or policy had fpared. After the taking of Troy, they are
faid to have been joined by Phrygians, a people naturally hoftile to
their mother country ; and their {ettlement on the remote® weltern
coaft of Italy debarred rude mariners, as they were, from frequent

' Vid. Dionyf. Halicarn, Hiftor. Roman. furnifhed Cicero with his beantiful compari-
1. & p. 10, et feq. cdit. Sylburg. Conf, fon, Mare Ionium, Grzcum queddam et
Plutarch in Flamia. p. 375. edit. Xyland. ™ portnofum—Inferum hoe, Tufcum et Bar-
¢ See Hiltory of Ancicnt Greece, c. xi. barum fcopulofum et infeflum, &c. Cicero
throughout. de Orator. 1. iii. ¢. 19,
The contralt between the two coalls,

9 communication
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in any ‘part '0f the ‘wotld " o Fn thid manmbry: fhei qrigin afirthe
Romdrisaetimie to bea matter of forive obleurity, ifmotin carlies pged,
certathlyfiin thedater times of the repablic 1. theschihculty. muf have
encrea(8& With the butning of Rome by the (Gauls;.accompameddy
the deffruion éf many ancient documents ;' and at the sra of-dicr
.greatfiefé dnd vadity, ofe of her brighteft ornaments and belk yciti-
zens frankly “Ackndwledpes his defire of concealitig her obligations
to Gréece, 'for tliofe laws and inflitutions, whicly ‘did 4. -mush
honodr¥&" Reéme,” whett ‘confidered as the produ@ of domeftié wif-

dom?

-

Yet'the ‘odious fecret was betrayed by the evidence' of hiftory; of Fo ndsuen
of Rone.
Ol v g

‘monutnchts, and of language; by the circumftances aceompanying
the foundatfon of Rome itfklf; and the whole proceedings of. thiat
city, whether urder kings or confuls. According to the coftom &f
Greekh, Tn other ‘parts of the world, thofe of Latium extenddd
themfelves by colonization, inte many fmall but independent com-
munitics, otcupying when they frft obtained the notice of hiftory,
twenty tiiles inland, and {ixty miles along the coaft; from the left
bank of the Tiber, to the promontory of Circeii. Alba, the mother
of Romt; ‘was fifteen miles from the fea, defended on one fide by
abrupt Earcciﬁicce and adorned on the other by a large and deep lake,

whofe’ wa‘ierk 2 béing artificlally accumulated, ferved the double * pur-
pofe of Iﬁ'igatmg the contiguous plain, and of refifting the invafien

of cnemits! The city i faid to - have ﬁabﬁﬁed feveral centutics, -as
£ gt LI I

P

¢ In the 220th year-of the city, Livy fays
of Tirquin the Pooud * duoc fihos per
jgnotas ea tempeflate terras, ignatioramaric

in Gmmtm;—nuﬁt.- A .;'Iu Lav. b 6. 56

7 Mults 1uat eligm in, noitris fuda a Py-
thagoreis, qu= przteren, pe %uz p:'p/
riffe 1p(i putamur aliunde didjeifle videamu
Cicero Tufculan. L. iv. Platarch in Flamun.
fpeaks of vavopara pnga xas Yhioxga xempare

VOl. 1.

40

varews yous, “ the fmpll (parks agd fgiag re-
femblances whrch the Romans had retained
of their andient extraftion,” even on an occa=
fion when he would haye bccn ilhng
to concedl, if poflible, t'huﬁ Grer an’ e fc:nr.

* Lionyl. Halicarn.' lfL R’éapan J fa
p- 53. Conf. Piranchi Antiquita Al'b"mo.
pe 6. & feq.

head

L C.
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head-of the Latin confederacy, and to have founded thirty colonies,
when king Numitor fent out a new one under his grandfon Romulus,
Accompanied by the valour of three hundred companions in arms,
and the ftrength of three thoufand hardy peaflants, Romulus occupicd
the diftri@ affigned to him, adjacent to the left bank of the Tiber,
fcarcely feven miles in circumference. Within this narrow territory,
he immediately commenced defigns calculated to promote his renown
in life, and in death to fecure thofe coveted honours to his fhade,
which, according to the ufeful fuperftition of Greece, belonged to
the benefaGors and improvers, above all to the profperous founders ?
of cities and commonwealths., Adctuated by motives, equally ener-
getic and ardent, he is faid, in the fpace of three years, to have
colleted fubjedts, built a city, inflituted a religion, and arrayed an
army . But his fubje&s had partly accompanied him from Alba,
and might eaflily, amid{t the wars and diftrallions of petty ftates, be
augmented by his prote@ing afylum ; his fortrefs called Rome, from
a Greek word denoting firength, alteady fublifted among the feven
hills, and needed only to be repaired and re-occupied ; and in
point of religion, polity, and war, ‘his inftitutions, even, as defcrib-
ed by the popular hiftorians of his country, perfeftly accord with
thofe which prevailed in the ancient royalties of Greece. There,
during thole heroic ages, as in Rome afterwards, national alfemblies
deliberated and refolved, fenates approved and confirmed ™, and
kings, at the head of the community, exerciled the prerogatives of

* Vid. Diodorus Siculus, 1. xx. f. 102, modern, who agitates the queftion. But

Buesees xas wamyogns, &c. Conf. Dion, Chry-
foltoyn  Orat. xxaiti. p. 408.

** Diouylius and Livy.

" Vid. Auétor. apud Cluverium, Ital,
Antiq. p. 246. & feq.

* T'his order was afterwards reverfed : the
fenate propofed and ithe people confirmed.
Dionyl. Halicarn. L. ii. p. 87. When the
alteration took place, I do not find ; nor
have I met with any writer, ancient or

from Dirnyhas, incomparably ehe moft in-
forming author, eonteérning the firlk uges of
Rome, we learn that the Roman peopie
were very anciently divided into Qpurea, or
Curiz, which collefted, ear'h'of tHem apacre,
the votes of their refpe@tive members, and
that the refolve of the majority of the Curie
was referred to the Senats, Conf. Digefl,
Lofotit. i, 24

convener
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coftvener and prefident of fenates and aflemblies, together with the
important fun@ions of high prieft, judge, and general.

Under fuch political arrangements, Romulus infufed into the com-
monwealth his own magnanimity. Numa infpired it with reverence
for the maxims of juflice, as guarded by the fan@ions of religion.
Tullus Hoftilius and Ancus Martius, relpeiively fortified the
laws of Romulus, and of Numa, Tarquinius Prifcus, a prince of
Corinthian extraltion, crcated that tafte for Grecian elegance, and
planned thofe works of folidity and {plendour, which already an-
nounced the eternal city. Servius Tullius, fecured regularity and
fairnefs in colle@ing the public revenue, multiplicd and improved
the rules of legal polity, and balanced, with a nice hand, the
rights of liberty and numbers among a free people, againft
the prerogatives of birth, wealth, and fuperior perfonal attainments.
What remained to be done by the cruel and proud Tarquin? To
fall, it has been faid, an ufcful viQim, and to promote by his dif-
grace the future glory of his country, {ince Rome mutft either have
changed its government, or have remained a petty monarchy ™.
This is not, however, one of thofe reflettions that naturally grow
out of fats. Towards the end of the fecond century of the city,
Servius Tullius muftered eighty-four thoufand feven hundred citizens
in arms*%; after the lapfe of two hundied years, this number did
not double, amounting to only one hundred and fixty thoufand **;
a circumftance, which fhews that the growth of Rome, whether
proceeding from domeftic or foreign caufes, was more rapid under
the kings, than under the confuls.

The revolution from royalty to republicanifm happened at Rome
as at Athens, and other citics of Greece, becaufe kings, diffatisfied
with legitimate honours, overleaped thofe bariiers, which the reli-

% Il devoit arriver de deux chofes I’une; cadence, ¢. 1.
ou que Rome changeroit fon gouvernement,  * Dionyf. p. 225.
on qu'elle refteroit une petite et pauvre ' Tabul. Capitolin. et Tit, Liv, 1. vii.
Monarchie. Montefquicu, Grandeur ev De-  c. 22,
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