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among the women, who have a superstitious horror of all innovation, and who 
cling to their old habits and their old associations with a perseverance worthy of 
a better cause. 

The Teskari, or CURtom-House, is ~lso situated at Galata, where passengers 
and merchandise are landed from the different vessels which are constantly 
arriving in the harbour; and the extreme urbanity and politeness 40f the officers 
of the establishment to travellers, has been a constant theme of admiration and 
acknowledgment with aU sojourners in the East. 

When a group of stranger approach the Teskari, the only inquiry made, is, 
whether they have brought out any merchandise for the purposes of traBic; 
and a simple negative from the parties addressed suffices for the unimpeded 
passage of the travellers to their resting-place. 

Few arc the weary and the wayworn who, at that moment, would wish 
themselves at the Custom-house of London, or at one of the still more irritating 
Douanes of France I 

, 
TilE TCHERNBERLE TASCH. 

" A tale oftbe time. of old." 
O S8UN. 

THE Tchernberle Tasch, or Burnt Pillar, is a striking Roman remain, within 
a short walk of the Seraslcier's Tower. It is a relic of the Temple of Apollo 
at Rome, whence it was transported to Stambou! by Constantine, and placed 
upon an hexagonal pedestal. It was surmounted by a fine statue of the god, 
from the immortal chisel of Phidias, which the conqueror appropriated with more 
ambition than modesty, and beneath which he caused to be insc'ribed, "The Justice 
of the Sun to the TIlustrious Constantine." The destruction of this noble statue 
is variously described by different writers. Genaro Egquilichi asserts that it 
was overthrown by a thunderbolt; while the sententious Anna de Comnena 
mentions its prostration by a strong southerly windt during the reign of her 
kinsman Ale:mus; and moreover declares that several persoDs were killed by its 
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fall. Other authors speak more vaguely, Jl&Dling the storm-shock as a cause of 
its partial destruction, and alluding to the second accident .. having also tended 
to its final demolition. The shaft of the pillar measures ninety feet in height j 
it is circular, and girdled at 'regular distances with garlands of laurel and oak­
leave •• but its beauty is entirely gone, as it has suffered so severely from the 
repea,tcd contlagrations in its immediate vicinity, that it is cracked in every ­
direction, and merely kept together by a strong wirework, which has been 
carefully woven about it. 

The pedestal upon which it stands meaaurea thirty feet at its base, and is 
rendered interesting by the fact, that severa! portions of the Holy Croas were 
built up within it,. and that the space amid which it stood consequently became 
a popular place of prayer, every mounted passenger reverently alighting from his 
horse as he paased before it j but the ldoslem, not reco~sing the divinity of the 
relics enshrined ",ithin its solid masonry, nor the sanctity o£ the spot thus hal­
lowed, have surrounded the pillar on every side with mean and unsightly houses j 
and it is only in une solitary direction that the anxious antiquary can obtain a 
satisfactory view of this singular monument. The pedestal bears a Greek 
inscription, now nearly obliterated, which has been translated thus:-

" 0 Christ, Master and Protector of the World, I dedicate to Thee this City, 
subject to Thee j and the Sceptre and the Empire of Rome. Guard the City, 
and protect it from all evil!" 

THE FERRY AT SCUTARI • 

.. Tile tints of -ott. which the lun above 
Spread, N though left 1\8 tokens of ru. love 
For that lair olime which had for agel shen 
Eanh'l kiTelieit pictweI te billight from UaTeD." 

J~IIII DiaD. 

ScUTARI, the CbJpopolia of the Greeks. occupymg the promontory opposite 
CouataDtinople, won ita u.c:ient name from the caewnatance that here, euring 
their European wanderinp, the Fenians deposited their treasures, and paid 
their trib1&te. Th 'l;urks now call it Iskuidar, and entertain vast reverence for 
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ita wide necropolis; while the handsome Kislas, or barrack" which dominates the 
town, is an object of no Ie. admiration to the Frank tra eller. 

Its main street, leading from the ferry to this military e.*-blishment, is much 
wider than any in Stamboul; lessening, however, from the plain upon which 
the barracks are built, where it degenerates into. a narrow, and some hat 
difficult road, continuing to the summit of the Bulgurlhu Daghi, a link of the 
Bithynian chain, dominating the Euxine. At its base stretches way the 
vast and sombre cemetery, of which mention has already been mUe; and 
beside it extends a wide plain, known as the "Pilgrim's Plain," from its being 
the starting point of the caravans assembling fo:r Mecca. Here, on particular 
occasions, tens of thousands of the pioua congregate, clothing the plain with 
tents and banners; and hence they start for tbe tomb of their Prophet i-the 
Imam, or holy dress, is IllIIUmed i-and from that moment they. are no longer 
free to deprive any thing of life; indeed, to so extreme a pitch is this observ­
ance carried, that the very vermin. upon their persons remain unmolt:sted: a 
fact which accounts for the filthy and loathsome state of the santons and hadjis 
who infest the city, and whom to touch is almost infeotion. The dignity of 
hadji, however, is only conceded to those who have performed their pilgrimage; 
and such have hitherto been objects of marked respect, though recent innovations 
have greatly tended to diminish their consequence. Considerable inconvenience 
is at times experienced from these "chartered libertines," who, under the 
guise of religion, drive a lucrative trade by making pilgrimages for more 
wealthy individuals, who are glad, by paying a liberal sum to these itinerant 
pietists to exempt themselves from an arduous, fatiguing, and hazardous journey; 
and as the accommodating creed of the Koran permits this deputy-devotion, 
there are swarms of vagabond-devotees ever ready to perform it for their more 
wealthy compatriots; and on their return to Constantinople, when they have 
received the wages of their venture, they infest the public thoroughfares with 
filth, to parade their holiness; and at night occupy the most Iqualid khans, 
or the ruined tombs, both· of which are too often desecrated by their 
debaucheries. 

Let it not be inferred, however, that all the hadjis are of this description: 
many of them leave their homes and their families full of pious ardour, and 
genuine enthuaiasm, looking towards Mecca as the Jew looks toward. Jerusalem, 
or the hristian toward. eternity-full of hope, of faith, of long-suffering, and 
of charity; ready to help and to uphold their fainting brother on the way, and 
content. to lay <\own their lives when the goal is won. 

The start of a caravan is eminently picturesque and oriental; anel as the 
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writer of theae sketches never had the advantage of being witness to one of these 
interesting ceremonies, it has been deemed desirable to give its description in the 
words of a distinguished traveller. 

" In the epring of the year the pilgriJna from Conatantinople and the vicinity 
assemble on the large plain of Scutari; and, as it was a sight worth contem­
plating, I crossed the Bosphorus with some friends to see it. The whole of 
this extensive space seemed to be covered with a vast multitude, as if all the 
inhabitants of the city were"about to proceed on their pilgrimage. After some 
time the wave of the multitude subsided, and they assumed a regular order. 
First appeared the Emir Hadji, or Leader of the Pilgrims, carried in a litter, 
or tartaravan, between stately mules, and accompanied by several others. 
Thell the crowd arranged themselves according to .their several companies, or 
corporations, each preceded by a banner, with some device to mark it, and 
attended by a train of camels bearing cradles or litters, to accommodate and 
carryon tbe sick who might faint by the way They were accompanied by the 
Imau.m, or officiating minister, to perform the funct.ions of his office to all that 
needed, and crowds of antics, or jesters, who threw themselves into ridiculous 
postures to amuse them. Some were of another cast. They seemed like 
maniacs-they cried, and howled, and foamed at the mouth, and were supposed 
to be under the infiuence of a demon, to be expelled only by this pilgrimage. 
Then followed troops of armed horsemen, and, finally, droves of camels loaded 
with provisions and furniture, and among tbem torches to enlighten their march 
when they proceeded in the night. . 

" But the most remarkable object was the camel that bore tbe Mabmel, or 
covering of the Prophet's Tomb. . This seems to be essential to all tombs of 
his descendants, as those of the Sultans in their mausoleums at Constantinople 
are covered with them. This for Mecca consisted of bales of velvet, embossed 
with characters in gold, and containing lundry sentences from the Koran. The 
camel which bore it wu white, and was considered so sacred as never to be 
employed for any other purpose, but exempt from all labour. He was adorned 
with plumes of red feathers, had bella s\l8pended from him, and was caparisoned 
wjth rich housings. The people presled eagerly to touch the holy animal, and 
those who could not come near unbound their turbans, and cast one end of it 
towards him, if haply any part of their dreBS might be ~ctified by such contact. 
Even the air through whicb he passed had valuable qualities communicated to 

it. The multitude seemed to grasp it by handfula. and thrust it into their 
bosolDs, or placed it on their bare heads under their turbans. I found it was thE! 
general belief that tha was the aetual camel that bore Mahomet in his hegeira, or 
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flight; and so it was not without reason t11ey attributed extraordinary propertieR 
to the animal on ,!hom Allah had conferred such a miracllious longevity." •• 

The Imperial kiosque at Scutari is a lovely little edifice; lJuilt on the yery 
edge of the rock overhanging the Propontis, and commanding a glorious view 
of Constantinople, the harbour, the European shore, and the 'sunny ea of 
Marmora, frequently crowded with shi.pping, awaitiug a favourable wind to cast 
anchor in the Golden Horn. Its walls are painted in pale green; and its snow­
white jalousies give to it a cheerful holiday look, which the plain but beautiful 
arrangements of its interior tend greatly to heighten. It .is indeed as pretty a; 

toy as even Imperial caprice could engender, and holds its place worthily among 
tl\e flity- even residences of its illustrious owner. 

The b'arrack of Scntari, which is occupied by the Imperial Guard, is remarkable 
even in Turkey, where these establishments are always princely both in their 
extent and construction: it is a quadrangle, flanked with square towers, built in 
three sections, gradually Ie sening, and each crested by a slight spire. The gate 
of entrance is lofty, and elaborately wrought in iron, giving ingress to a noble 
squ.are 01' court, where twelve thousand men may be commodiously exercised; 
and surrounded on thrce sides by an open gallery, screening the long ranges of 
apllrtments above the basement of the building. The ground floor is occupied 
by workshops; the whole of the clothing, cartridges, and other equipments, 
excepting arms, being manufactured wit11in the precincts of the barrack, and 
very creditably produced. The kitchens are vast, cleanly, and convenient, 
and claborately fitted with apparatus for steam, and the vessels used in cooking . 
scrupulously kept; while the vegetable store, where piles of every description 
of herb and root necessary to the cooks are carefully housed, are floored, lined, 
and roofed with marble; and copious basins of the same material, are supplied 
with the purest and coolest water, from the fouD.tain of the magnificent mosque 
of Selim III., whieh stands immediately opposite to the principal gate of the 
barrack. 

The armouries, clothing-stores, and regimental schools, are all in the highest 
order; and no disrule awakens the ready echoes of the extensive building. 
Indeed, it would be difficult ~o find throughout the whole of Europe, a nobler 
military establishment than that of the Turkish Imperial Guard at Scutari. 

Hence, a. somewhat steep descent sweeps downward to the ferry, which is 
generally crowded with bales of merchandise, piles of fruit, la.den donkeYII, 
lounging hadjis, and busy boatmen, clamorous for passengers i while the magni-

• Dr. WnLsh's" Residence in Conetantinople," vol. ii. pp. '61, '62. 
H H 
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free.nt views of Stamboul and its environ, which are commanded from the hanging 
gardens of the principal residences overlooking the Sea of Marmora, are almost 
beyond description. 

Immediately before them runs the glittering current, sweeping the sunshiny 
waves onward from the Bosphorus into the far-reaching Propontis; girdling with 
liquid light the rocky foundatioll8 of the isle-seated Guz-Couli; and, finally, 
mingling with the world of waters mapped out before it; while beyond rises the 
long castellated wall of the ancient city of the Constantines, lost to the view at one 
point amid a cluster of Imperial kiosques, and at the other, beneath the gloomy 
shadows of the Yeaidh6-the mysterious prison of the Seven Towers-which link 
the land and seaward sides of the ext~rnal wall, forming an angle eminently 
picturesque, from its startling contrast to 'every surrounding object. The original 
design of the fortress, as has been elsewhere stated, can no longer be traced 
beyond the walls, only four of the towers now remaining, the other th~ee having 
been prostrated by earthquakes, and suffered to moulder away unrenewed. 

At intervals along the wall appear the latticed kiosques of the Imperial Serai, 
whence the incarcerated beauties of the harem look forth upon the bright scene 
without; while above and about them rise the shadowy plane trees, the leafy 
beeches, lofty cypresses, feathery acacias, and other magnificent trees of' the 
palace gardens. Away, amid the heaving waves, lies the archipelago of islands 
formerly called Demonesia, or the Demon Islands (since modified iuto the 
Princess' Islands,) lying about nine miles from Constantinople, within a short row 
of the Asian coast. Of these, four are extremely fertile, and partially inhabited; 
the nearest to Stamboul is Prote, so called from its situation, it being the first 
approached from the Bosphorus. It is about three miles in extent; and is a 
favourite resort with the Greeks of the Fanar, many of whom spend the summer 
months in its ple8.llant valley, !!ituated between two rather abrupt acclivities. 
A small village is built on the east side of the island; and on one of the heights 
stands a monastery, looming out cold and bar~ against the horizon, without a 
tree to soften down its rigid outline,-a mark ilike for the hot sunshine and thE' 
laden storm-cloud. 

The second of the group is known as If Plate," from its being a dead 'fiat j 
though many of the Franks, disregarding the ancient Greek name, call it If Gull 
Island," from the immense number of those birds which are to be found there, 
feeding on the clustering marine plants by which it is covered, and rearing their 
young, undisturbed by the vicinity of a busy and crowded city. 

The next island, Oxea, is the highest of the whole, and is surrounded by steep 
and rugged precipices, which render it extremely picturesque from the water; 
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particularly on the eastern side, where the bend of the shore forms a fino bay, 
beautifully framed in by tall and jagged rocks. On this bland still exist qom", 

yery interesting and curious remaius of the reservoirs which formerly supplied 
the whole archipelago with water; fresh springs being rare on any of the other 
ii!lland!. Two of them yet remain almost perfect, and the water which they 
contain is clear and pure. The ruins of various edifice. are also apparent in many 
of the precipitous portions of the islands: walla of bricks made flat, and cemented 
together with lime and powdered tiles, are to be found on' all sides, and small 
water-cisterns are numerous in every direction. The moat remarkable vegetable 
production of the island is the giani fennel, which here grows commonly twelve 
feet in height, and almost 888umes the importance of a forest tree, as it spreads 
abroad the deep shadows of its feathery umbel •• 

The next island is th t of Pitya. It is small, and boasts but slight remnants 
of the abundance of pine wood with which it is stated to have been once covered j 

possessing, moreover, no single object of interest to compensate for tho loss: 
while Antigone, the ancient Panormus, about a mile beyond, boasts it vinoyards 
and its villages, its monastery crowning an eminence which dominates tho whole 
island; and the presence of the learned and illustrious exile, Constantius, Arch-. 
bishop of Mount ~inai, and ex-Patriarch of COJ¥ltantinople-a prelate renowned 
alike for his virtues and his erudition, who was deposed and banished by the Turks 
for his literary productions; not the least obllonous among them being a Statistical 
Account of the past and present State of Constantinople, printed at Venice in 
18~4, in modem Greek, for the use of hiJ countrymen-a work during whose 
compilation he had incurred considerable personal risk, disguising himself as a 
dervish, in order to penetrate into their sanctuaries; and which bad cost him not 
only his liberty, but even great pecuniary embarraasment, hi8 income in exile 
being barely mfficient to secure to him the common comforta of life. 

From Antigone the tra1eller proceeda to Chalki, perhaps the most interesting 
islet of the group, from the fact that it abounds with spars, and that the remains 
of are still perceptible, &I well as pilee of the waate flung from the shafts 
centuries ago. At Chalki standa the monastery of the Trinity, probably so 
named from the fact that it occupies one of the three headlands for which the 
island is remarkable. It was once very extenaive, but was nearly destroyed by 
fire; the wing containing the chapel it, however, still perfect, and ita porch is 
an objeet of great ouriosity to travellers, from the fact of ita containing an extra­
ordinary and somewhat grotesque representation of the Last Day. On a second 
height ltaada another convent, dedicated to the Virgin; and approached by a very 
fin~ road, commanding glorious views of the surrounding landscape, and fringed 
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with arbutus, cistus, myrtle, and pine trees, among which the convent is 
embosomed. 

The first re ident Briti h Ambassador at the Ottoman Court retired to this 
island in order to recruit his health, which had suffered from the climate, and 
ultimately died here. His tomb is now destroyed, and the inscription-stone is 
inserted sideways in the wall above the entrance gate of the monastery, whence 
it cannot be removed without an Imperial firman. 

Four noble lines 'of cypres trees, sweeping downward to the shore, lead to a 
splendid palace, formerly belonging to Prince Mavroyeni, who after serving in 
the Turkish army against Russia, was decapitated by the Grand Vezir for some 
alleged offence; which proved, however, so inadequate in the eyes of the Sultan, 
that he struck off the heads of the Vezir and his son, and bestowed the palace 
and gardens of the unhappy victim upon the family of Affendooli, whose repre­
sentative was executed at the commencement of the Greek revolution. The 
house WIl8 sncked b the Turks, And then becam for a time the summer resi­
dence of the Austrian minister, Baron Ottenfels; but it is now a favourite resort 
of the Sultan, who has caused it to be fitted up in the most costly manner; and 
who occasionally, during his. sojourn on the island, gives sumptuous balls in the 
European style to the respectable Greek inhabitants and visitors. 

Next comes Prinkipo, celebrated for the cruelties ~d subsequent exile of 
Irene, the widow of Flavius Leo, who gave its name to the island, which is the 
largest and most populous of the group. The town, seated on its eastern shore, 
contains upwards of three hundred inhabitants; its c:'rcumference is about eight 
miles, and the remains of a convent still exist, which was formerly tenanted by 
a sisterhood of fifty nuns. A monastery in a state of dilapidation, dedicated to 
the Transfiguration, and now occupied by a solitary monk, gray with age, stands 
on the summit of one of the heights; while another, Cl'Owning the loftiest hill on 
the island, and inscribed to St. George, is celebrated for its sanctity, and mu,h 
frequented by the Greeks. 

The two remaining islands of Neandroa and Antirovithi are mere rocks holly 
uninhabited, and only occasionally vilited for the PurposeB of sport, as they 
abound with sea-fowl and rabbits. 

On the verge of the horizon riaet Mount Olympua, with its crown of 
snow, and mantle of vapour; while far away atretches the rocky coast of Asia, 
hemming in one of the noblest scenes of earth and water under the wide canopy 
of heaven. 
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A TURKISH APARTMENT . 

.. The moveables were prod igally rich: 
Sofas 'twas half B sin to sit upon, 

So costly wer they; carpebl very stitch 
Of workmanship 80 mre, that made you wish 
You could glide o'er them like a golden fisb." 

DYROS. 
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NOTHING can exceed the beautiful cleanliness of a Turkish harem, save its 
order: not a grain of dust, nor a footmark, sullies the surface of the Indian 
matting that covers the large halls whence the several apartments branch off in 
every direction; while the furniture of the rooms themselves is always fresh, and 
scrupulously arranged. The ceilings are elaborately ornamented; and in the 
houses of the rich, where the apartments are of great size, a curtain of tapestry 
is frequently used as a mean of reducing their extent. The window arc always 
closely set together, and very numerous; and where the room chances to be 
situated in an angle of the building, the three unconnected sides have very much 
the appearance of a lantern. 

The interior chosen by the artist as the subject of his sketch is a fair specimen 
of the higher order of domestic architecture, and belongs to a house once inhabited 
by one of the Greek princes, which will account for the ample hearth,-an 
accessory never found in an apartment originally designed by a Turk; in every 
other respect it is precisely the description of room common to every handsome 
harem. 

At the lower end of eaoh apartment are lll'ge closets for the receptJon of the 
bedding (for none are appropriated exclusively 88 sleeping chambers), and the 
slaves of the household no sooner ascertain that the visitor haa risen, than half 
a dozen of them commence removing every vestige of the couch, and depositing 
within the closet the mattraases of embroidered satin, the sheet of gauze, or 
worked muslin, the half dozen pillows of brocaded silk, and the wadded coverlets, 
ri~h with silver fringe, and gay wiih party-coloured needle work, which have 
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formed the bed. A low sofa or divan runs round the other three sides of the 
apartment, luxuriously supplied with cushions, and richly covered with cut velvet 
or embroidered satin; and the floor is invariably spread with soft and handsome 
ca.rpets. 

It is an amusing fact, that an idea of impropriety IS attached by Europeans 
who have never visited the East, to the very name of a harem; while it is not 
less la.ughable, that they can never give a reason for the prejudice! How little 
foundation exists for so unaccountable a fancy must be evident at once, when it 
is stated that the harem, or women's apartments, are held so sacred by the 
Turks themselves, that they remain inviolate even in cases of popular disturb­
ance, or individual delinquency; the mob never suffering their violence to 
betray them into an intrusion on the wives of their victims; and the search 
after a fugitive ceasing the moment that the door of the harem separates him 
from his pursuers. 

It is also a fact, that although a Turk has an undoubted right to tmter the 
apartments of his wives at all hours, it is a privilege of which he rarely, if ever, 
avails himself. One room in the harem is appropriated to the master of the 
house, and therein he awaits the appearance of the individual with whom he 
wishes to converse, and who is summoned to his presence by a slave. Should 
he, on passing to this apartment, see slippers at the foot of the stairs (a token 
that a female visitor is in the harem), he cannot, under any pretenco whatever, 
intrude himself into her presence; it is a liberty which every woman in the 
empire would re~ent; and when guests are on a visit of some days, he sends 
a slave forward to announce his approach, and thus gives them time and 
opportunity to withdraw. , 

Every good harem has a commodious bath, and a garden gay with flowers 
and fountains attached to it, where the women may wander at will among the 
leaves and birds, or dream away the sultry hours in their pretty kiosques over­
hanging the Boaphorus; where from behind the shade of their latticed casements 
they can breathe the cool air fram the water, and mark the arrowy speed of 
the graceful caiques, as they 8y along the channel. 

The amusements of the harem Fe few and simple ;-the bath is its greatest 
luxury, the remainder of the day beiDg spent in lounging on the divan, listening 
to the music of the sebec, played by one of the slaves, and accompanied by the 
voices of ot.hen; in the &l'I'&DpDleIlt of the jewels worn upon the turban; in 
playing with the birds hose gildecl cagea glitter upon the walls; in spoiling all 
the children within reach; in eatiJIg .weetme&ta, and drinking water; or amid 
the cool shadows of the garden, hearkening to the fall of the fountains and the 
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whisperings of the leaves, or listening to the wondrolls tales of the Massaldjhc,. 
ever a welcome 8"Ie8t in the harem, where her marvellous narrations are rccdved 
with a deep attention and a perfect faith eminently inspiring. Then the e i the 
'lamall, or prayer, five times a day, never neglected by Turkish women; when 
d~eply veiled, as unworthy to appear before Allah with a bare brow, they spread 
thea prayer-carpet, and turning their faces Mecca-ward, they humbly and 
earnestly perform their devotions. These are their hom -occupations i but it is 
a great fallacy to imagine that Turkish femal s are like birds in a cage, or 
captives in a cell i-far from it i there is not a public festival, be it Turk, 
Frank, Armenian" or Greek, where they are not to be seen in numbers, sitting 
upon their carpets, or u: thcir carriages, surrounded by slaves and attendants, 
eager and delighted spectators of tho revel. Tholl. they have their gilded and 
glittering caiques on the Bosphorus, where, protected by their veils, their ample 
mantles, and their negro guard, they spend long hours in passing from house to 
house, visiting their acquaintance, and gathering and dispensing the gossip of 
the city. • 

All this may, and indeed must appear startling, to persons who have accus­
tomed themselves to believe that Turkish wives were morally manacled slaves. 
There are, probably, no women so little trammelled in the world i so free to come 
and to go unquestioned, provide'd. that they are suitably attended; while it is 
equally certain that they enjoy this privilege like innocent and happy children, 
making their pleasutes of the flowers and the sunshine; and revelling like the 
birds and bees amid the summer brightness, profiting by the enjoyment of the 
passing hour, and reckless or thoughtless of the future. 

THE SLAVE-MARKET . 

.. Veritatis simplex oratio eet." 
• ScHOOL CUI8IC8. 

THE fables which 'have been both written and painted on the subject of the 
Yea~r BaUi.r, or Slave-Market of Constantinople, with a tenacity of error lIer­
feedy extraordinary, have tended to excite in Europe a feeling of horror and 

• ProrelliOllal tale-tell.r. 
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disgust, totally uncalled for by the aspect of the place itself. This is no arena for 
controversy j nor has the writer of these sketches either wish or intention to 
defend a traffic utterly revolting to every principle of our nature j but justice to 
the Turkish nation calls for a contradiction of those absurd and indelicate epiaodes 
with which the active and wonder-creating imaginations of certain writers and 
artists have laboured to render the name of the Yeser Bazar odious, not only 
inferentially, but actually. A sentimental chapter is easily woven of the tears 
and terror of a fair and fainting girl, tom from her home and her kindred, and 
exposed to the gaze of a coarse and ribald cr(pd j a pretty picture may be 
readily produced when the formal quadrangle of the market is relieved by groups 
of beautiful Georgians or Circassians, habited in flowing draperies of white 
muslin, and unveiled by the coarse hands of the dealer to gratify the whim of 
every lounging passenger j but surely if' the creators of these flimsy prettinesses 
were to reflect for a moment that they arc not only violating good taste in their 
own persons, but moreover libelling a ~hole people, and distorting truth at the 
same time, they would consent to sacrifice a sentence, or to dispense with an 
effect, in order to be at once more decent, more veracious, and more just. 

It is only those who look superficially at the East,-the travellers against time, 
who make deduction serve for experience, and inference for fact.,,-who fall into 
such gross errors as these j and Turkey is not a country to be described on infe­
rence and deduction. Not one of those who have spread the fallacy which we 
are now deprecating, ever witnessed the revolting spectacle born of their own 
fancy. How does Dr. Walsh speak of the Yezer Ba.zar! And we quote him, 
not only because he was resident in Constantinople many years, looking deeply 
and earnestly into its institutions, but because the whole tone and tendency of 
his work must at (,>uce acquit him of any leaning to the Turkish people :-

" Here decorum is no further violated than in the act of sale. It consists of 
a quadrangular 'building, with an open court in the middle. Round this are 
raised platforms, on which black slaves sit j behind are latticed windows, lighting 
apartments where the white and more costly women are shut up till they are 
sold; and there is a certain decency and propriety observed in the purchase." -

The wanton exposure, therefore, which has been represented as a concomitant 
of the sale of slaves in the Yeser Bazar, did not originate with the Turks; to 
whom Dr. Walsh (certainly not their most lenient historian) thus concedes the 
merit of" decency and propriety." 

We have been somewhat prolix on thi. point, beeaute it is one which has been 
deeply and painfully felt by many indiliduala of the calumniated .lAtion; and 

• Dr. Walth .... Relicleace ia COIIItantiJlopJe: vol. ii. p. 2. 
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also because it is an usetell and cruel minepre.entaaon of facti, of which common 
justice demand. the refutation. There iI alw." A painful And a re.olting 
UIOciation connected with the idea of davery, and An inlunnnuntllble diegust 
excited by the .pectacle of money given in exchange tor human beiPg.; but, 
beyond this, (and auuredly this i. enough 1) there it nothing either to distrell 
or to disgust in the dave-market of Constantinople. No wanton cruelty, no idle 
inlUlt i. permitted : tbe slavea, in many in.tances, select their own purchaser 
from among the bidden; And they know tbat wben once received into. Turki. h 
family, they become members of it in every sanae of the word, and are almost 
universally sure to rise in the world if they conduct themselves worthily. The 
Circauians IUId Georgians are generally brought tbere by their parente at their 
own requeat; preferring a youth of ease, and a future of probable luxur" to 
lahour in the fields, and the life or household drudgery, which must be their 
lot if they continued in their own mountain-homes. These voluntary alaves 
occupy the closed apartments, and are only seen ,by such individuala as arc likely 
to purchase them; care being taken to protect them against gyatuitoua annoyance, 
and the gaze of the idlers who throng the court. The utmost order, decency, and 
quiet pre\'ail; and a military guard is .tationed at the entrance to enforce them, 
should the neccAity for interference occur, which is, however, very rarely the cue, 

The Negro ala\'etI aquat in groups upon their ma~ all over the court; 80me 
laughing, jeltiltg. and devouring huge llicel of putek,· or duatcrs of purple 
grapes; otherl Ileeping; and 80me again looking anxious, or Bulky, or sad, 
according to their mood; but nothing takes place around them which can embitter 
their position: the Turka never make either a sport or a jest of human . uffering, 
or human dcgyadation; they have not yet discovered that it i. witty to do 80; 
and accordingly they drive their odious bargain seriou.l, and quietly, and lead 
awa, the slaves whom they purcbue without one act of wanton cruelty or 
tIrannical aalumption. 

The Yeser Bazar it .ituated in the immediate vicinity of the Tchem'berle 
Tueh, or Burut Pillar; and eommllDllh a view of tbe mosque of Oamanie, OJ' 

" the Light of Daman;" a splendid temple of pure white marble, beautifully 
coYered with carpetl 1)( bright and rich colOUR, and having the MihMb, or niche 
at itt eutern extremity. guarded by a gilded railing, Like almOit eTery moeque 
in the city, it iI ~ll1bo1omed in fine maple tree., which, Ipringing from amid 
the DW'blo pa,ement of the court, 8pI'e&d their leafy branches far aod wide, 
uul dbrd a """'t and re&e.hing resting-place for the eye, which bu been 
paiaed bI immediate c(ll1tact with the interior of the Sla.e-Market. 

·w ......... 
•• 
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PETIT CHAMPS DES MORTS, PERA • 

.. Como, wander with me in the plAoe of'grane_ 
The tall t.- 'll'ue • weicome, and the wiDd 
Siallilike 10ft mlilio through lb. cluatcred. tomb.. 
Come, WNIder wilh me then!, where tllo~d. t.c; 
We IIhall not wU:e1Ilhem-theil'l W the lleep 
Whieb, dJeaml-. knon 110 nkin& ~ 

THERC ia certainly nothing which more impreaaea the mimI or fills the 
imagination of the tr.veller in Turkey. thon thtl appeanwce and situation of the 
burial places. The lunnielt spots, where all is gaiety and gladness, yet find 
room for a grave, without being I&ddened by the partial occupancy of death. 
The gardena of the great are npen to the remaina of those who have been dear to 
them in life, and the lovely ACllCfa Gul-ibrClim. or .. silk rose," is often gathered 
&om the tomb of a dead t.eauty to adom the hair of a living onc; nor does the 
10ft wind which sighs through the branche. of the penaile willow by which it is 
ovenbadowed aeem more tad, nor ita cool .hade lese welcome to the survivor, 
because they are the acccuoriel to a grave. 

In the grounds of the Sultan', If Palace of the Sweet Waters" there i, a tomb 
of fair white marble, erected immediately beneath the window. of hia own private 
apartmentl, to the memory of (JDC whom he had loved and Io.t-a beautiful 
Odalique. who died in the fint bloom of ber youth and favour-whom the 
Imperial Poet immort.alised in aong-whom the man wept in the IOlitude of 
his cbamber-.nd whOle head ...... laid low where he could .t teat lee the Cralh 

turf 'PQng .bout her tomb. 
The Rei. Effendi, an old gray m&Q. in whom it might have been thought that 

the weight of yean and the care. of omu must have .... orn out the eml;ihilitiea 
which lead UI to yearn .fter the depar&ed, .nd to cling morbidly to the poor 
remnant which illbrouded in the gnYe ;--even he, .urrounded by state intriguea • . 
NCb of whicb might hant COlt him both place aDd power; hutening to the 
termination ol hia earthly pi.lgrimage. and accuatomed to the IiPt of death for 
long and weary yean;~ he, "heD in the wiater of hia days he 100 one 
.... hom he deepl,. loved, auffered not the bod,. to be bome ...... y from him, but 
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raised the tomb in his garden, where, beneath the long shadows of the over­
arching trees, he could sit on the cold marble of the gilded sepulchre, and weep. 
And yet it was but upon the grave of a young child that he shed these bitter and 
frequent tears-the little son of a dead daughter, who had nrlt yet seen st'vcn 
summers: but the boy had clung to him, had never learnt to bow before his 
greatness, but had sat upon his knee, and made a plaything of his gray beard, 
as he prattled to him in the language of the heart in which ther is no guile: 
and the hoary statesman loved the child-and lost him; and he felt bitterly that 
he had not time enough left on earth to learn so to love another ! 

And there stood the little tomb in that shady garden, with its gilded turban, 
and its fond record, where the grandsire could look upon it unobserved. 

Is there a narrow nook at the corner of a street in the most crowd d thorough­
fares of the city,-there you will find a headstone and a grave. Like the ancient 
Romans, from whom they probably imbibed the custom, the Turks form burial­
places by the way side; and, like them, thoy also inscribe upon their tombs the 
most beautiful lessons of resignation and philosophy. 

The Petit Champs, or lesser Necropolis of Pera, offers a singular spectacle: 
it is entirely sacred to the Musselmauns, (who never suffer the ashes of their dead 
to mingle with Infidel clay,) and fringes with its dark cypresses the crest and a 
portion of the declivity of the hill which dominates the post: it is hemmed in 
with houses, overlooked by a hundred casements, grazed by cattle, loud with 
g.reetings and gossipry; and commands from its higher points extensive aud 
noble views of the harbour and the opposite shore. The ground is very undu­
lating, forming deep dells where the sunshine never penetrates, and then suddenly 
and abruptly rising, as though to :fling its funereal grove in contact with the blue 
sky above it. There are footpaths among ' the trees, sunny glades gleaming out 
from among the dark shadows; headstones clustered against the grassy slopes, 
and guard-houses with their portals thronged with lounging soldiers, arousing 
the echoes of the death-forest by th!:J clash of steel. 

In the bottom of the valley, in the very midst of the cemetery, stands a small 
octagonal building, from whose solitary chimney a. dense white cloud of smoke 
may generally be seen to emerge, wreathe itself for an instant about the nearest 
cypresses, and finally lose itself in the atmosphere. This is the dead-house, to 
which the body of every deceased Moslem destined for interment in this burial­
place is brought, in order that the last worldly dnties may be performed-the 
corse carefully washed, the beard shorn, the nails cut, and the limbs decently 
composed j and this is a ceremony never omitted, ere what was so lately a True 
Believer is laid to rest in the narrow grave. . 
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On the verge of the ceUl tery, where it touches on the faubourg of Pera, the 
rocky ground ri es precipitately, forming 0. natural division between the habita­
tions of the dead and the living j but not a hand's space has been left waste by 
either. A narrow road along the side of the d'escent alone separates the houses 
of the Perotes from the graves of the Moslem, which lean against the base of the 
ridge. These hou es have many of them terraces overlooking the cemetery,­
gay with flowers, loud with laughter, and bright with smiles: trees have been 
planted before them j cafes, where the young and the idle congregate during tho 
ummer evening to enjoy their ices and cigars, awaken with their light revelry 

the echoes of the death-place j and many a fond couple wander away amid the 
graves, and sit hand in hand upon some lettered stone, to change their vows, 
and to lay plans for the future on the very threshold of the past I 

Some of the Turkish tombs are very elaborate and beautiful, particularly in 
the solemn Necropolis of Scuwi: there are none of the prettinesses of Pere-Ia­
Chaise to be found amid its wide solitudes j and it is equally free from colossal 
statues of statesmen, looking as though they had been transplanted from Ii 

council-chamber or a cathedral, and appalling representations of grinning skele­
tons and eyeless scull j 110 fanciful calembourgs on roses and reine-marguerites 
are graven into the eternal stone, which had been better enshrined in some 
gilded volume :-0.11 is stem, ahd still, and solemn: the fatuities of life have no 
place in that city of the dead j its very atmosphere is unlike that which is 
breathed oJ ewhere, for the clustering together of the cypresses diffuses a strong 
aroma of resin, purifying the air, and counteracting the pernicious effects of such 
a l)lasS of perishing mortality as that which lies below j while its deep shadows, 
and its occasional gleams of light falling upon the myriad. head-stones scattered 
around, are like glimpses of an unknown world. 

Those head-stones them elves forD). a striking and peculiar feature of the scene; 
they are extremely picturesque and various in design j and as the Musselmauns 
never disturb the ashes of the dead, and never bury and re-bury on t.he same spot, 
as is too commonly the case in the more nlU'row and confined grave-yards of 
Europe, the time-worn, weather-stained, and leaning column, beneath which the 
clammy humnn soil has failed, is seen in juxta-position with the brightly-gilded, 
fre h-lettcred pillar of yesterday, against which time has yet had no power, and 
over which no storm-cloud has yet burst, standing turban-crowned and erect, telling 
it talc of recent bereavement. At the base of many of these columns a small 
reservoir for water is hollowed in the tone that marks the dimensions of the 
grave, to slake the thirst of the wandering dogs and birds which may chance to pass 
through the cemetery i while the sex of the dead may be at once diatinguiahed 
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byi the turban (varying in form according to the rank of the deceased, and faithfully 
serving as the index to his social position) which marks the grave of the man, and 
the sculptured rose-branch that indicates the resting-place of the female. 

Nothing can be more marked than the contrast betw en the Turkish and the 
Christian burial-grounds. The Greek cemetery at Pera is slovenly and ill kept; 
the slabs covering the bodies are mutilated and defaced by wanton violence ; 
the trees, scantily distributed among them, are hacked and r gged; and wp.re it 
not that it is on three of its sides overlooked by houses, it would present the very 
embodyment of desolation. 

The Frank grave-yard is as obnoxious to good taste as that of the Greeks to 
good feeling. There are L~tin inscriptions, signifying nothing which can awaken 
either sympathy or devotion; flourishes of French sentimcnt in prose and rhyme; 
injunctions to pray for t11e souls of the departed, coupled with Italian elabora­
tions of eulogy and despair j concise English rccords of births, ages, deaths, and 
disease ; and all the common-places of an ordinary grave-yard, without a single 
object which can tend to deepen a solemn or a pious thought. 

But the Armenian necropolis is wen worthy the attention of thc stranger. 
It is a tbickly-peopled sp,ot, where the acacia-trecs blossom in their scented 
beauty, and shed their withered flowers, like a sweet pall dropped by the hand 
of nature on the quiet graves. The Armenian tombs arc peculiarly inscribed, 
giving you a lesson, and reading you a homily as you wander among them. The 
noble Armenian character is graven deeply into the stone; name and date arc 
duly set forth; but that which renders thelle slabs (for thero is not an upright 
head-stoDe in any Eastern cemetery, save those of the Turks and Jews) peculiarly 
distinctive, is the singular custom observed by this people, of graving upon the 
tomb an emblcm of the profession or trade of the deceased. 

Thus the priest is distinguished even beyond the grave by the mitre that 
surmounts his name; the diamond-merchant by a group of ornaments; the 
money-changer by a pair of scales; thc florist by a knot of flowers: besides 
many more ignoble hieroglyphics, such ~ the razor and basin of the barber, the 
shears of the tailor, and so on; and when the calling is one whic'h may have 
b n followed by either se , a book, placed immediately above the appropriate 
emblem, distinguishes the grave of the man. 

Nor is this all; for the victims of a violent death have also their distinctive 
mark; and more than olle tomb in this extraordinary burial-place presents the 
rude representation of a headless trunk, from whose severed throat the gushing 
blood is spirting upwards like a fountain, while the head itself is pillowed on 

the clasped hands! 
L J. 
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' Many of the more ancient of the tombs are very richly and intricately wrought; 
and the shapes of several of these sarcophagi are eminently classical; but nearly 
all the modern ones are mere oblong slabs, mounted in some cases upon circular 
pedestals three or four inches in height, and perfectly simple in design, The 
~ituation of the Armenian burial-place is superb; and it is generally occupied 
by groups of people of that nation, seated upon the grave-stones, beneath the 
cool shadow,'1 of the acacia-trees, talking and smoking, as though no symbol of 
the dead wel'e near. 

Death has no gloom for the philosophical Orientals! 

THR 'GUZ-COULI, OR MAIDEN'S TOWER. 

A f!Liry-fortress, girillod by the tIe8, 

Rock-scated, nnd alone i whose single tower 
Was mirrored in the waV08, and from whose height!! 
The eye glll.llcca round on two fair cities, 8pread 
Along still fairer shores. 1118. 

THE popular and poetical traditions attached to this sea-girdled edifice have 
already been given, and its peculiar position has rendered it a very striking 
object in several of the sketches of Mr. Bartlett; it is, indeed, so es entially 
one of the" Beauties of the Bosphorus," that it could not fail to create its own 
interest, even were it without its peculiar record; but such is far from being the 
case. The mas aldjhes love to tell the tale of the fair and high-born girl, who 
died, Cleopatra-like, from the bite of an adder, within its walls; the poets love 
to sing the adventures of the Persian Prince who delivered the imprisoned 
beauty on a night of' storm, w en there was no tell-tale moon to reveal the 
enterprise to jealous guards and watchful eunuchs; and when the wild waves 
of the Propontis were lashing themselv s to foam against the rocky shores of 
Asia, while the hoarse gusts which swept down from the Black Sea, driving 
the current of the Bosphorus madly before them, swelled the midnight 
diapason, and was sweeter than the voice of the bUlbul of Nishapor in the ears 
of the lovers. 

But neither has the sober historian passcd it by; and pretty and fanciful as 
may be the fables which we have quoted, we are bound in our turn to treat the 
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subject more gravely j and to admit that the island-fortress owed its erection to a 
more rational impulse than obodience to a wild dream, or the desire to coun­
teract a still wilder prophecy. 

The Square Tower, now known as the Guz-Couli, was, it is stated, originally 
built by the Emperor Manuel, for the purpose of commuuieaLirJg with the point 
of coast occupied by the Serai Bournon by means of an iron chain, whiclJ, 
on the approach of an hostile fleet, was drawn across the whole mouth uf the 
strait, protecting both the harbour and the channel from the occupancy of tIle 
intruders. No other trace of this ingenious expedi nt now remains, however, 
and the historian is consequently as traditional as the poet j nor do the Turks 
appear to be at an aware that the Guz-Couli was ever appropriated to such an 
use-to them it is now a plague-hospital, and nothing more j while many 
European travellers, full of old associations, combine the peculiar situation of 
the castle with memories of Hero, Leander, and the Hellespont, and, confirmed 
in their errol' by its modern appellation of Guz-Couli, without hesitation 
christen it " Leander's Tower." 

By whatever name it may be called, it is a very pleasing object from both 
shores, and stands arrud the waves like the guardian of the strait. 

BEBEe, 

ON Till! BOSPItORUS • 

• Nor oft I've eeen 8uch sight, nor heard Bueh IIOng, 
}J woo'd the eye, aud thriIl'd tbe BospboTllJl along." 

BYI\OIl. 

TIlrs very pretty village, situated about midway of the Bosphorus, and 
stretching for a considerable distance along the European shore, is chiefly 
remarkable fr~m the channel for its beautifully-shaded square, overarched by 
forest-trees, of gigantic growth, and an I}Dperial Kiosque, formerly an object of 
much mystery and dreaa, but which has now lost in romance as much as it has 
gained in beauty j for having become a favourite retreat of the Sultan, it bas 
lately been gaily, and, indeed, tastefully painted. 

The Kiosque of "Bebee possesses an historical interest from the fact that it 
was at one time the appointed rendezvous of those European ambassadors with 
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whom the Sultan wished to confer without the cognisance of the other Frank 
ministers, or of the members of his own government. At that period it was 
suffered to remain in a state of partial disrepair, in order that it might not 
attract attention; and thither the envoy whose presence was desired quietly 
proceeded in his barge, without state or ceremony of any description; and, 
having landed, entered the building, and awaited tIle arrival of the Moslem 
monarch; there, with closed jalousies, through which they could them­
selves see every thing which passed along the channel wiLhout being visible to 
anyone, sat the Sultan and the minister weaving the intricate web of diplo­
macy; and thence, when the conference was ended, thoy departed with the 
same mystery and caution. Of the present Sultan, however, it may truly be 
said that it a change tout cela-he no longer gives audiences stealthily; and the 
Kiosque of Bebee has, consequently, becomo a mere Imperial pied-a-terre for 
an hour of relaxation. 

Nor was this the only remarkable feature in the history of this summer­
pavilion; for it was once the chosen lounge of the famous, or rather celebrated 
Ali Pasha of Tepeleni, whose tiger heart and bitter expiation have alike been 
the theme of story and of song. In this Kiosque he is affirmed to have spent 
some hours each day when he was Camaican to the Vezir, ere he was removed 
to his command at Yanina; and to have amu ed his idleness by studying the 
" human face divine" as keenly, and far more cruelly, than Lavater; as he ever 
carried his deductions to a pitch fatal to those on whom he speculated; for he had 
no soon~r suffered his eye to rest for a moment on some physiognomy which 
displeased him, than a motion of his hand arrested the progress of the passing 
boat; the obnoxious countenance was brought into immediate contact with that 
of the ruthless dignitary, and the unhappy individual by whom it was owned was 
sternly greetf·d with an assurance that he must be a rogue, and the son of 
rogues, or that Allah the All-merciful! would never have cursed him with so 
ill-looking a face, whereon were written characters of evil, which the Pasha 
could read as though they had been inscribed by the pen of a klwja· upon a 
skin of parchment; a man wearing such a countenance must necessarily be a 
karadllant of the vilest cla s, and all unfit to walk at luge among the chosen 
people of Mahomet; and such being the case, the miserable victim of ugliness 
was forthwith consigned to the gallies to expiate his inferred crimes! Expos­
tulation was vain, for the Camaican was a ophist; and with cat-like cruelty he 
was ever ready to sport a moment with the agonies of his viotim, in order to 

• Scribl'. t L' tCIOUy "black souJ"-the ncml! of oPPl0bium . 
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congratulate the trembling wretch who quailed before him, gasping out assu­
r\Ulces of his innocence of all offence, either against his faith or his neighbour, 
that t~e opportunity was taken from him of perpetrating all the misdeed which 
were registered in his face, and from whose dark effects the Pasha had 0 

fortunately rescued the public: for there they were j and if yet to do, the greater 
the blessing which had been vouchsafed to him in an interference th t might 
prevent them· altogether. And upon these premises, or rather to satisfy this 
caprice, it is seriously asserted that so many misera.ble and guiltles wretches 
were sent to suffer and to die amid the filth, and &qualor, and toil of the public 
bagnio, that the Sultan fow:{d it necessary to interfere ,vjth the pursuit of his 
minister, and to compel a discontinuance of the pastim . 

It was possibly from a consciousness of his own gr at per 'onal beauty tpat 
Ali indulged in so inhuman a hatred towards those who were less physically 
gifted j and tha:t his taste for bringing his victim into immediate contact with 
himself, grew out of the savage vanity of forcing upon him a sense of his own 
ugliness. Be that as it may, he is described by th e who know him as one of 
the mildest and most benevolent looking of mel).. 

On the page of the poet the same record is inscribed j for thus " the Childe II 
bears witness to the fidelity of the description at a later period of the Pasha's 
life :-

" In marble-pnved pavilion, wIt ro n Bpring 
Of living wnter from tho eentre rose, 

Whose bubbling did a g rua.l frll1lbnetll fling, 
And 80ft voluptuous couches breathed roPOije, 
Ll reclined, B man of wan and wocs; 
Yet in his lineaments yo cannot traco, 

While gentleness hor milder radiance throws 
Along that aged venerable fuce, 

The deeds that lUIk beneath, and stain ~ with diegrace. 

" It is not thnt yon honry lengtbening beard 
III nits tbo passioll8 whieh belollg to youth; 

Love conqucrt! ngc-BO Hafiz llUth averr'd, 
So BUlgs tbe Teian, nnd he sings in looth­

But crimes that 8corn the tendor voico of ruth, 
Beseeming 1111 men ill, but most tho man 

In year, have mll1'k'd him with a tiger's tooth; 
Blood follows 1,lood, and tllrollgh their mortal SPIUl. 

In bloOOier acts concludo thoso W}IO with blood be~n," . 
On the crest of the hill behiud Bebec, there is an oak wood, in whose depths 

is a. small space covered with short fre;h turf, without a single tree, where the 
human voice awakens a 'multiplied echo so singular as to have become a source 
of mue amusement to its vj itors. A horse, gallopped rapidly round the enelo-

M l\f 
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sure, produces precisely the effect upon the ear of a distant charge of cavalry; 
and a peal of laughter is so extraordinarily prolonged, as almost to turn wonder 
into pain. 

The village of Bebee is principally inhabited by Greeks. 

A PUBLIC KHAN. 

A place where mcrclmnts congregate-where wealth 
Takes many form_is bartered, bought, and sold; 
Js earned by lllbonr, flung away on chance, 
Exchanged, computed, wlltched with enger eyes, 
Weighed, balanced, won , and scattered o'er tho globe.-M8. 

TllE Khans or Caravanserais of the Ea t, are as purely oriental in their 
character as the Mosques in whose immediate neighbourhood they are s-enerally 
situated, or the Bazars which they supply with merchandise. 

The Caravanserai, or lodging of the caravan, is a large quadrangular court, 
surrounded by stone buildings, solidly massed, and presenting much the appear­
ance of the inner cloisters of a monastery. The apartments on the basement 
servo as counting-hou es for the merchants, one o.o1y being reserved as a coffee­
kiosque, for the accommodation of the tenants of the Khan, which always has a fine 
fountain in the centr of its paved court, and is closed two hours before midnight 
by a pair of massive gates; beside one of which is the little hut of the Khanjhi, 
who is answerable for all comer and goers after that time, until day-break; 
a precaution rendered highly necessary by the immense value of the merchandise 
which is frequently contained in these establishments. 

The upper story of the building is faced by an open gallery, supported on 
arches, which stretches round the entire square, and is reached by exterior 
flights of stone steps, situated at two of its angles; and from this gallery open 
tbe store-rooms of the merchants, which arc generally filled with bags of raw 
silk, European cottons, bales of rich stuffs, tobaccos, spices, arms-and, in short, 
all the most precious articles of Eastern traffic. 

It must not, however, be imagined that the articles here described are to be 
found promiscuously in every Khan; on the contrary, the silk-merchants have 
their own peculiar rendezvous; the hyperbolical Persians pile their gold and silver 
stuffs apart; and the gebeli-dealers 80rt their various tobaccos in a caravanserai of 
their own; while the mere traveller, pilgrim, and dervish, take up their abode in 
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common in very inferior Khans, where heat, vermin, and filth are their certain 
companions; and where the acquaintanceless European, driven to this re ouree 
in towns where no hotels exist, is initiat d into a thousaud personal miseries, 
of which he could previously have formed no idea. 

The Khan of the silk-m rchant at Broussa. in .A ia Minor is a very beautiful 
establishment, with a noble gate-way, QPcning from the bnzar of the city, finely 
set in a frame-work of mosaiced porc lain; while its Caravan erai £ pilgrims is 
wretched in the extreme. And the same distinction is visible in those of Con­
stantinople itself, where dervishes, santons, and other wayfarers, who can afford 
to pay for their scanty lodging, and. y t more santy fare, leave behind them 
trace~ of disorder and want of cleanliness, which are, indeed, almo t enough to 
challenge the kill of all the khanjhis of the city to obliterate. 

Dr. Walsh, in the first volume of his " Residence in Constantinopl ," giv s an 
account of his arrival in a. Turkish hamlet, situated in a magnificent valley, 
orr und d by th di tant branches of Mount Rhodope, when on his way over­
ud to Stamboul from the Daraanelles-which, as it not only gives an admirable 

picture of one of the inferior village Caravan emi of the East, but also illustrates 
a virtue universally practised in Turkey, we shall extract entire ;-

" The yillages scattered about these mountains are inhabited by Turks, 
Gre ks, or Armenians; if by the former, a traveller i nevor admitted Into a 
hou e, but must lie in the stable with hi horse, at a plnce called a Khan. This 
is generally a very large difice, like on of the great cow-houses in England, 
filled with ca.ttle of aIL kinds. At one end is a little enclosure, separated by a 
low partition, just sufficiently high to prevent the cattl from walking over him, 
but in other respcct"$ a continuation of the stable. That in which I now found 
myself had the luxury of a bit of rugged straw mat, just large enough for me to 
sit on; and I found myself .lodg~d with about fifty buffaloes and camels. A 
traveller gets nothing to cat but what he brings with him, and my stock of pro­
visions consisted of a grain of coffee in a paper in one w!Qstcont pocket, and a 
little zacchari, or brown sugar, in the other. Hasan had a bag of tobacco. I had 
eaten nothing from the first light in the morning, and I was as hungry as tired, 
after a long day's rid ; but there I sat solitary, between three mud wall, on a 
bit of dirty straw mat, with the more fortunate cattle crunchlng their provender 
about me. Occasionally, a camel, or a buffalo, would put his neck across the 
partition, and having looked at me with considerable curiosity, would then begin 
to move his jaws just close to my face, as if to mock my hunger. Meantime, 
Hasan sat CIOIs-Jega-ed before me, smoking h;s pipe with the most imperturbable 
gravity, quite reconciled to the state of inanity in which we were doomed to pass 
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the night. I several tim s gave him an imploring look, and put my finger in 
my mouth, closing my teeth on it, that even a Turk might comprehend what I 
wanted. Hasan slowly moved his head, and sa.id, 'Yoke,' the first word I had 
heard him utter. I hoped that ' yoke might have something to say to eggs, but 
I was mistak~l; yoke, 1 found, was TUl;kish for 'nothing.' I now made myself 
about a thimbleful of coffee, in a little tin measure, which I found among some 
embers in an earthen pot in the corner, and stretchiRg myself out for the night, 
I took 1-Iasan's pipe, and smoked myself into a doze. 

" r know not how long I remained in this state, but " rhen I opened my eyes, 
I found by the light of a lamp stuck in tho wall, the place crowded with Turks, 
sitting round me cross-legged, three or four deep, all smoking and lIilently gazing 
on me, waiting, apparently, until I should awake. I asked for Hasan, whom I 
could not see i and one of them, rather a truculent-looking ma.n, drew his hand 
across his throat, and with a solemn countenance, motioned me to hold my peace. 
, Here then,' said I to myself, , I am about to suffer the penalty of travelling 
with a false firman;- my janissary has been punished in the summary way of 
a Turk, and I must submit to whatever they please to do to myself; the Elehi 
Bey t can't protect a British subject in this remote place.' While engaged in 
th se pleasant reflections, a joint-stool was brought in a.nd set, before me, and a 
large metal tray laid on it, with a number of broad l10rn spoons, like shovels. 
I had some vague notions of b~barian nations feeding people before dley kill 
the~; and here was my last meal. 

" The first course was a basin, the size of a cauldron, of pease-porridge, which 
was soon dispatched by the company; the next was a seasoned substance, like 
macaroni; and the last was a bowl of an acidulated liquor, the , most grateful I 
ever tasted.. During the whole of the entertainment, not a sound was uttered, 
nor was I ever asked to eat. But a man in a green turban, to mark his being , 
a desc ndant of Mahomet, and who seemed the mastereof the feast, had his eye 
on me. When he saw me relaxing with my spoon, 11e said not a word i but he 
nudged the man next him with his elbow, and he his neighbour, till it came round 
to me; and in this way I was pressed to f,!at more. A. large bunch of grapes 
wa fished up from the bottom of the last bowl, and h'!ld for a moment by the 
Turk in the green turban; it was then passed on to me, without anyone helping 
hims If, and laid on the tray before me; and it seemed a part of the ceremonial 
of the entertainment. When every thing was removed, I was presented with a 
cup of coffee, and a pipe; but having declined thc]ll, one of the company laid 
the sid of his head on his hand, intimating \hat I should go to sleep; I drew my 

• 1'1 port, or safe-conduct, granted by the 8uthoriUca to travellers. t ,Amballl8dor_ 
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cloak over me as I was bid, and when I awoke in the morning, I found the 
company still sitting round me, smoking as before I fell asleep. The horses 
were now brought to the door, and my hosts departed as silently as they enteJ;cd, 
without asking remuneration, or seeming to expect even thn.nks. I afterwards 
found that my friendly Turks were the voivode and principal men of the village, 
who, being informed that I was a stranger and a Frank with a firman, had given 
me an entertainment; and the man who drew his hand across his throat, had 
intimated that Hasan had gone to get himself shaved and dre sed for dinner. 
There was something singular in their taciturn hospitality, but the kindness of a 
Turk is divested of all pretension; it is rude, but cOl·dial, whenever it is offered." 

At the town of Rodosto, the same writer says :-
H The Khans for travellers here are of a most enormous size, some of them, 

apparently, as large as ~ estmillster Hall, and resembling it in appearance; an 
open edifice, with a high roof, supported on naked walls, unbroken by any object. 
Some of them contain two or three hundred horses, or camels, which appear like 
mice ranged round the floor below." 

But the khanjhis, or keepcrs of the Khan, must not themselves be passed over 
without a word of mention. They are usually keen-witted, crafty, intelligent 
men-the very focus of all the news and gossip of the city; chartered rascals, 
moreover, who "vill cheat everyone to rus face who has any thing to lose, and 
against whom everyone is consequently on his guard; but who are at the same 
time so true to the trust reposed in them, that the goods of the merchants, how­
ever valuable, are never violated when once placed in the charge of the khanjh~, 
who will die at his post rather than suffer even a suspicious eye to rest upon them. 

There is a certain foppery about the khanjhi of a fu·st-rate Caravanserai; he 
wears his turban with an air, carries his chibouque between the second and third 
fingers of his right hand, and flourishes a tusbee in his left, as though it had 
never any other employment than that of coquetting with the beads of the 
chaplet; although his well-worn slippers, aJ;ld the weather-stained folds of his 
dress, tell a tale of more active and useful occupations. 

The khanjhis are universally patient and good-humoured, and from living 
constantly among strangers, are much les prejudiced in favour of their own 
habits and manners than most of their countrymen; though they evidently 
consider the mere visitors to the establishment as decided intruders, interfering 
with the comfort and seclusion of their tenants, and trammelling them in their 
business; and consequently receive the pal·ting baoksltislt - of tbe stranger with 
a grim sati,faction wondrously amusing . 

• Present. 

N N 
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Altogether, could the wandering European make the acquaintance of a khanjhi 
m every Eastern city that he visits, without being compelled to make that of the 
Khan itself, he would enjoy a novel and interesting phase of society, totally 
distinci from all thai he had left behind him in the far west . 

.. 

FORT BElL-GOROD, 

ON 1'MB BOBPHORUS. 

" Where glide the Bosphor's lovely waters, 
All palace-lined from 8eo. to sea," 

.N, p, WILLIS, 

THE fortress of Beil-Gorod, which forms the subject of the accompanying 
sketch, is situated immediately opposite to the Jouchi Dajhi, or Giant's Grave. 
It is in the most efficient state of any of the double line of forts bristling the 
shores of the Bosphorus; anJ is frequently visited by Sultan Mahmoud, who, 
during the summer months, occasionally spends whole days at Beil-Gorod, 
whither he repairs in his gilded barge, at!ended by a train of Pashas and Beys 
in their graceful caiques, sweeping along the channel like a flight of swans. 

It is a s~aular and beautiful sight to watch the action of the rowers in the 
larger boats, or galleys, pulling si."'{ or eight pairs of oars, as, clad in a uniform 
dress composed of white silk shirts with 100 e open sleeves, cotton drawers of 
extreme width, and small red caps scarcely covering the crown of their shaven 
heads, they bend to the long sweep of the pliant oars ~ith an action as symme­
trical as though it were produced by machinery, and increase their speed to the 
utmost stretch., when two rival boats are striving for the lead,-while on every 
occasional rencontre with each other on the same course, the foremost boat 
makes it a point of honour not to lose its place; the rowers voluntarily exerting 
their strength and skill in mimic regattas of perpetual recurrence. The caiques 
themselves are beautiful; long and narrow, with high prows glittering with 
gilding, and raised sterns, where the attendants it behind their· employers, who 
occupy the bottom of the boat, which is always luxuriously carpetted and 
eushioned, the build of the caique not admitting of tran verse seats, even did 
the habits of the Osmanli favour them: and thus they skim along upon the 
ripple like wild birds; or bounel over the " Devil's current II with the assist-
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ance of the yelik, or towing-rope, which is flung on board by persons who gain 
a subsistence in assisting the labouring boats thrvugh the whirling eddies, where 
the oars of the boatmen cannot avail. A small silvcr coin, iL amount depenn'ug 
on the liberality of the traveller, repays this service j and the Sheitan Akindcssi 

once passed, the oars are resumed, the yelik cast off, and the fre d caiqne again 
shoots forward like an arrow. 

There is probably no boat in the world 0 thoroughly legant-the canoe of 
the Indian, the gondola of the Venetian, even the antique cla sical-Iooking bark 
of the Arab, beautiful as it is, must yield the palm to the fairy boats of the 
Bosphorus. 

The situation of Beil-Gorod is very fine, as it commands the entrance of the 
Bosphorus from the Euxine j and every vessel bound from the" Sca of Storms" 
to the Golden City necessarily passes before it, producing a constantly varied 
panorama full of movement and intere t. The J ouchi Dagbi frames in the 
picture on one side, sobering its tints, and recalling the tradition of its former 
occupant, who, if he did llot actually '( sit upon a rock, and bob for whales," 
was, according to the legend, qnite able to have done so, had he wished it j 
while in the other direction the" ocean-stream," winding between its romantic 
snores, stretches away far as the eye can reach, now lost behind some wooded 
height, now seen again beyond it, until earth and wat r, bay and mountain, 
become blent in one pure glittering pnrple, and are lost amid the horizon. 

THE AQUEDUCT OF BAGHTCHE-KEUI. 

ClOtied be the eye which coldly hllll beheld 
The long·enduring monuments of eld, 
Nor read upon their proud and hoar decay 

Ii. Jesson to the vanity, which, hafted 
Upon the cmpty follies oCto-day, 

Leta all the 80uh be t feelings run to waate.-MB. 

ALLUSION has already been made to this fine old aqueduct, which spans the 
beautiful meadow above Buyukdere with its lofty arches. The view from it is 
singulll1'ly lovely, 1Jnd very extensive; valley and mountain, land and water, 
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waste and forest, are spread out on all sides in noble combination; while the decp 
stillness of the spot gives a sublimity to the landscape which must be felt to be 
understood. 

There is a season called by the Turks Patlinjam Melktem, a time in autumn 
remarkable for producing a particular species of gourd, when a north-east wind 
invariably ets in, and the Black Sea, violently driven against the western shore, 
sends forth a low and solemn moaning like thc continuous voice of human agony. 
The effect of this awful diapason from the aqueduct of Baghtche-Keui is 
thrilling,-one long wail of woe :fills the air-while the wild waves, hurled againat 
the rock!! at the mouth of the Bosphorus, carry upon their crests thc foaming 
banner of destruction, warning from their vicinage the daring bark which would 
e ay the entrance of the Boghaz. At this period dense banks of fog are packed 
against the rocks, and the whole line of coast presonts one mass of heavy uniform 
obscurity; rondering a pa sage, at all times sufficiently pcrilous, almost imp os-
ible: the entrance i flanked by two bold and abrupt promontories, crowned 

with light-hOuses, and known as tho rh naraki Points. A small village is 
situated near each of these beacon-towers: and at no great distance stand two 
of the chalmel-fortress " strikingly defined again t tho dark green rocks on whioh 
they are built. • 

Between the two promontories, "but considerably on the European side of the 
Boghaz, stands one of the Symplegadcs; the other is at a COll iderabl~ distance, 
quite within the Euxine, and very closo to the shore. Dr. W 318b, who visited 
this latter, gives tho following very graphic and interesting account o(it:-

It We landed with some difficulty, the great swell rising nearly half way 
up the rock, and threatening to tbrow our light skiff on the ledge of some 
precipice. It stands about half a mile from the light-house point of the European 
shore, just within the mack St:a. It consists of a rocky eminence, twenty or 
thirty yards in height, and two or three hundred in circumference. On the 
summit is a very beautiful circular pedestal of pure wbite marble and fine 
sculpture. It is four feet three inches in height, a.nd two feet seven inches in 
diameter; round it is a rich festoon of flowers, supported on bulls' heads, with 
stars between the folds. It is of superior workmanship, and seems to have been 
sculptured at an era when the arts were cultivated j but of its origin, date, or 
name, there is nothing certain j even its shape is not agreed on. Tbe Byzantine 
historian, Dionysius, says the Romans erected a fane on this rock, and hence 
it is called 'the Altar.' Whatever might have been its original destination, 
it was latterly appropriated to a.nother use; this is the opinion of Gillius, who 
saw it in 1545. There stood upon it a Corinthian column, and the monument 
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obtained the name of t Pompey's Pillar,' by which it is sometimes known. 
There was a. vague tradition that he had erected it after his victory over 
Mithridates, whose kingdom of Pontus wa$ close beside, on the coast of Asia. 
He named a city on the coast, built by that monarch, ' Pompeiopo is j'. but th It: 

is no historical record of erecting a column j and Pompey has lost the reputation 
of this piliar, as well as of that at Alexandria, which it now appeal's wa raised 
to Dioclesian. When Tournefort visited the rock in 1700, he saw he pillar, 
twelve feet in length, but it has now disappeared. On the summit of the 
pedestal which remains, are four square apertures sunk into it, and they se m to 
have been intended to fa ten on the top orne oth r object. There is now no 
inscription, or trace of it, except some modern scribbling of travellers who have 
visi "ed the spot j the earliest I could find was dated 169l3. This beautiful piece 
of sculpture, on the summit of so remote and solitary a rock, is a very striking 
object, and strongly contrasted with the rude wildness of very tbing about it. 

" The substance of wr ich the rock is formed seems an extraordinary compo­
Sltion. It is a kind of breccia, of vario~ colour d lava, trap, basalt, and 
limestone, intersected by veins of agate, or chalcedony, of considerable extent. 
It seems, in fact, an agglomeration of heterogen -ous substances, fused together 
by the action of intense fire. But the colour most predominant is blue or dark 
green, arising from the presen~e of some metallic oxide. This has conferred 
upon the rocks their comparatively modern name: when they were no longer an 
object of terror, and ceased to crush ships between them, they lost their first 
appellation, and were called from their hue, Cyanean, a property which remains 
to this day."t 

In a season of storm, such as we have endeavoured to describe, the ear of the 
wanderer lingering at Bagbtche-Kcul is more thralled than the eye j for it is 
only when the lightning shimmers for an instant on the foam-crested waves by 
which the rocks are girdled, that the sublimity of the scene can be discerned,­
when the It vexed Syroplegadcs" are battling with the billows, and the dark 
coast casts back the watery charge witb a moan of thunder, as though it mourned 
over the devastation which might be borne onward upon the wild and reckless 
storm-waves. .The aqueduct should be visited at a IMre genial season, for its 
wide sweep of prospect to be fulJy enjoyed. 

The valley of Buyukdere is the largcst glen on the European shore of the 
chanoel, cxtending for five or six miles, and boasting its historical interest as 
well as its picturesque beauty j for here it was, in a flower-laden meadow of 
about a mile in width, that the doughty Godfrey de Bouillon encamped his 

• Pliny, lib. vi. cap, 2. 

• • 

t Walsh's Residence at Constantinople, vol. i. pp. 282, 283. 
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Crusaders in the year 1097, when they w re on their way to the siege of Microa, 
-(I. reminiscence which is often renewed by the sight of Turkish tents on the 
same spot j the meadow of Buyukdere being a favourite resort of the Sultan, 
who in the summ r months rep~s thither to witness wrestling matches, the 
exercise of the jereed, and other athletic games performed in the open air. 

Near the centre of the vaHey stands a platanus of enormous size, which is con­
dered to be probably the largest in the world. It measures forty-seven yards 
in circumference near the root, and it is asserted that its branches overshadow 
a circular extent of upwards of four hundred feet. The enormous trunk is 
divined into fourteen stems, tho forks of several being DOW hidden by tho soil 
which has accumulated above them, while oth rs are distant as much as seven 
or eight feet from the earth. One has been broken off at an immense height, 
and another is entirely hollow, apparently from fire, and is frequently used by 
the goatrherds as a refuge during storms. 

Perhaps no platanus ever sung by the ancients, honoured by the admiration 
of an Emperor, haullte~ by the philosopher nu the patriot, or nourIshed by the 
Anacreontic libations of Roman revellers, deserved immortality more fully than 
that of Buyukdere. A French naturalist has conjectured that it must have 
existed more than two thousancl years j yet still its gigantic branches spread far 
and wide, garlanded with fair fresh leaves, and its sturdy boughs rebound from 
the pressure of the tempestrwind which sweeps over them in its fury, with all 
the firm free vigour of eternal youth: generations pass away-tho infant rises 
into the boy-the boy strengthens into the man-manhood withers into old age­
and the grave closes over the dead :-another race succoeds, and yet another, 
and another j while the same tree lives on, hale, and green, and flourishing, 
mocking at poor mortality, and weaving a new web of beauty with every 
changing season. The triulllph of man's strength and of man's ingenuity, the 
stately aqueduct of Baghtche-Keui, still stands indeed, and has also endured 
throughout its weary centuries j but like all man's works it is perishable and 
imperfect. The ponderous masonry is loosened and displaced-the surface of 
the stone is corroded by the tooth of time, and the action of the atmosphere­
lichens and caper-plants have rooted themselves amid the interstices of the 
building j and while the platanus bursts out into fresh youth with every coming 
spring, ach revolving year renders the human monument more weak and hoar 
and writes upon its gigantic arches the characters of decay. 
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A COFFEE-KIOSQ.UE. 

'Tis the r~rt of publJo m n; the hallnt 
Of wea1t1.y idloM! ; WId the trysting-plaoe 
Of Buch 1\1 have no home to indicate • 

• .It. plac whore each m~y como nnd go nt will, 
Think hie awn thoughts, pursuo his own ."ffairs, 
Or fling his ore offecling and of sense 
Into t.be rommon crucible. lIIS. 

J47 

EVEN as the English have their tavern, the French their restaurant, and the 
Portuguese their cstralagem, so have the Turks their Cofli e-Kiosque-the 
rendezvous alike of the idle and the exhausted-of the man of pleasure who 
lives only for self-indulgence, and the man of business who reluctantly snatches 
an hOU1' of relaxation from the all-absorbing toils of commerce. What the 
public baths are to the women of Turkey, the public coffee-houses are to their 
lords-the head-quarters of gossipry, and news, and enjoy'ment-where every 
passing event is canvassed, and weighed, and judged; and time i suffered to 
slide by as carelessly as though i~might one day be redeemed. 

In the villages, the' Coffee-K.iosques are erected in pleasant shady nooks, where 
the maple shed a glory and a grace over the hamlet, (for these are never wantitlg 
in a village on the Bosphorus;) and where, with the leaves above their heads, 
canopied by the bright blue sky which peeps in among them as if to lend them 
an added beauty, and the" ocean-stream" flowing at their feet, the placid and 
nature-loving Moslems inhale the fragrance of the chibouque, and drain their 
tiny cups of scented mocha. But in the city, few are the coffee-kiosques which 
can boast better shade than that of the deeply projecting roof of the building, 
which, flung boldly forward several feet from the walls of the house itself, serve8 
to shelter the open terrace that stretches along each side of the edifice; and this 
terrace, furnished with wide sea'ts, on which the visitor can lounge at ease, {onns , 
the nearest approach to out-of-door enjoyment compatible with their situation. 

The Coffee-Kio que chosen by the artist for his sketch, is that of Pieri Pasha, 
near the Arsenal, and overlooking the harbour-a position eminently calculated 
to render' it popular. The moving panorama which it commands, is a perpetual 

• 
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source of interest j and the btl:! ze comes softly from the sea of Marmora, with 
freshness und perfume on its wing. 

The amusements provided, or rather customary, at these places of resort, are 
numerous, but seldom commence before noon, the morning passing listlessly 
away in the gossipry of which mention has already been made. They consist 
principally of music, (the performers being usually young Jews,) improvvisation, 
matches at tric-trac, and an exhibition somewhat resembling a magic-lantern 
in effect, though not in principle; the mover of the puppets occupying an 
angle of the apartment screened off, and presenting a front covered with muslin 
stretched over a frame, against which the puppets are pressed, to exhibit their 
grotesque antics. Their performance is accompanied by the ceaseless recitati?)e 
of the exhibitor, who must be a decided humourist, if not a genuine wit, to 
judge by the effect of his oration. The Turks are too well-bred, and too self­
possessed, to indulge in the boisterous laughter which is often elicited by a clever 
mime in Europe; but the low quiet chuckle, and the hand passed slowly and 
complacently over the beard, proclaim their thorough appreciation of the altempt 
to amuse them: nor is the mountebank backward in deciding on tbe precise 
moment in which the richest harvest may be reaped; for no sooner has he 
secured the good-will of his audience by a burst of humour, and excited their 
curiosity by a mystery, than forth he pops from his concealment with a little 
metal ~asin in his hand to levy contributions; and this ceremony is repeated 
several times during the evening. 

The Improvvisatori generally accompany themselves on a rude sort of guitar, 
which they twang most unmercifully, as they pour forth theu' lays of love, or 
. their tales of tradition, in a heavy, monotonous, sleep-inspiring drawl, never 
seeming themselves to become inspired by their subject; while their hearers, 
apparently quite in ensible to the soporific medium through which the legends 
are conveyed, frequently betray extreme emotion as they listen, grasping the 
hUts of the lIandjars - in their girdles, setting tlleir teeth firmly, clenching their 
fingers rigidly upon their palms, and drawing their breath hard, as though their 
respiration were impeded. 

The Hebrew music already mentioned comprises several performers, and the 
instruments are commonly a small Arab drum, two or three bad guitars, and a 
tambourine; these are relieved by the voices of the younger boys, which are 
generally very thin and shrill, and they sometimes accompany their songs with a 
heavy languishing movemen t-a caricature of the graceful dance of the Harem. 

That some of these establishments, however, not only emulate, but even 
• Dagen. 

• 
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exceed in luxury and magnificence the mo t co tly and fashionable European 
H ClubB," we have the evidence of Mr. St. John, (no mean authority ou oriental 
subjects,) who t~s describes one visited by himself during a sea on of high 
festival :-

H We now proceeded to the coffee-house of Kodjia Ben Lola, near the great 
Hammams,- the approaches to which were so crowded, that it was \\;th much 
difficulty we found our way in. This establishment, which is on a grand 8calE:, 
corre ponds in a great m(,asure with our ideas of Oriental splendour. Erected, 
like a caravanserai, about a spacious quadrangular court, it contains an infinite 
number of magnificent rooms, paved with rna ble, and furnished with superb 
divans of crimson velvet, bordered with gold fringe a foot deep. The windows 
are glazed, if one may so speak, with large panes of gyp Unl,t gorgeously painted 
in various colours j and in the midst of the principal apartment, an el gant 
marble fountain, constantly playing, maintains an agre able fre hne in the air. 
None but opulent Turks frequent this establishment, the expense of the enter­
tainment being considerable. .. - • .. .. • • 

" Small brazen censers, placed on the summit of pyramidal flower-~tands, and 
constantly burning, filled the apartment with tll perfume of sandal-wood, 
benzoin, and wood of aloes, intermingled with the rich odours of Iudian myrtle, 
jasmine, and other rare or sweet plants."i 

In establishments, such as the one here described, the most rare and costly 
coffee and tobacco is served to the guests, by the owner of the house j but in the 
common run of Coffee-ki03ques, each individual brings his own tobacco in a small 
bag, which he carries amid the folds of the shawl that pc wears about his waist, 
or, shoulcl he have adopted the new costume, in his bosom. A brazier, full of 
heated charcoal, stands in the apartment, and the stranger is no sooner seated, 
and has filled his chibouque, (two almost simultaneous operations,) than the 
cafejhe seizes a small live coal in a pair of iron pincers, and ueposits it on the 
summit of the tobacco. When the customer has smoked a few long whiffs, he 
calls for coffee, which is made over anothtlr and larger brazier, and handed to 
him in its minute cup of porcelain, standing in a metal zarJ,'1I and the few paras 
which, on departing, are paid for the coffee, are considered a sufficient compen­
sation to the attentive caiejhe for his house-room, his goblets of clear cool 

• Public BAth •. 
t 'ftt. art of' paintiDg on glaa, or gypeum. is practleed in ~t perf"ection at C .. iro. 
: Tal.nUbe Ramad'ban. by J. A. St. John, Etq. 
D The ad is a amallltand, lbAped like an lIjJI-cup, and of' about the same i~e. 
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water, and his exhausted charcoal, as well as for the article for whicb they 
profess to pay. 

There is a marked difference in the mothod of smoking pUl'luetl by the upper 
class of Turks and that practised by the poorer orders. The wealthy and fasti­
dious Effendi fill!! the boudaka. - of his chibouque with the mild and costly 
tobacco of Salonica, which he inhales, until round the edges of the bowl a circle 
of white ash is formed, which rises buoyantly from the superincumbent mOTsel 
of heated charcoal, when he immediately empties the boudalta, and flings the 
exhausted weed away, for its aroma has then perished, and the tobacco, to a 
connoisseur, has become worthless; while the boatmen and mechanics smoke the 
strong, coarse produce of Latakia, even to the last fragment. There are other 
varieties of the "scented weed" imported from the Crimea, Ormus, Circassia, 
and different parts of the East, but the two already quoted are by far the most 
popular, and the most exten ively consumed. 

There were, formerly, establishments at Constantinople, called Teriarki 
Tcharchi, or opium-houses, but these exist no longer; they were conducted 
on the same principle as the Coffee-Kioaques; but in the Teriarki Tcharchi, 
the comparatively innoxious uae of tobacco was accompanied by that of 
opium, which was honded from guest to ~e8t, made up into pills. One of 
them, no longer appropriated to its original purpose, but rapidly mouldering 
to decay, may still be seen in the neighbourhood of the Mosque of SoH­
manie. It differs in nothing from a common coffee-house, save in its extent, 
which is considerable; and the miserable victims to this singular vice, so pain­
fully described by the Baron de Tott, nearly a hundred years ago, are fortunately 
no longer to be seen, as the uae of opium i. now considered disgraceful by the 
Turks; and an individual addicted to its use, is regarded as that almost obsolete 
animal, a lot, would be among ourselvel. 

The motive of IUch of the population a8 still adhere to this disgraceful prac­
tice in private - a practice reprobated by the respectable portion of the 
community, and formally forbidden by the government, is, as they expre.s it, to 
mo." kB!; a phrase perfectly untranslatable, but which would .eem to mean the 
creation of a Ipecies of UIlnatural but pleasurable excitement, unconnected with 
any physical exertion, as Itef may be made where the person under the operation 
of the drug lies quietly on his CUSbiOll8, wrapped in a sort of drowsiness indicative 
of no emotion whatever to the lookera-on; although it i. auerted that there are 
frequent cases where the etFects of the Teel would be well worthy the attention 
of oriental police-oftice. 

• Bowl of NIl clay. frequentl1 tilt, aad alway. ~UM11 formed. 

• 



, 
'0' 



THE BOSPHORUS. 151 

The habit of opium-eating, is; however, rapidly declining among the Turks. 
Denounced by the government, despised by the bulk of the population, and onl)r 
practised by the dissipated and the depraved, it will probably soon cease to exist 
altogether j while the legitimate Coffee-Kiosque, quiet, orderly, and moderate, 
is as essential a feature of the country as the Mosque, the Khan, or th 
Tcharchi. 

THE BOSPHORUS. 

The chain i. forged, the web Ie wrought, 
Woven of memory nnd thought; 
And to my elf onelt link is set 
Alike with fondnc Rnd regret. 
Oh t could I only Il&Il to view 
Each scene in ite OWU fairy hue, 
And the Il8mo brightness thut it wore 
For me, on Boephor's lovely shore, 
The eye, in lingering o'er my line, 
Would 800 the gilded minaret hine, 
Trace tho slem mountain'R lofty peak, 
Bound onward with tho swift cniquo, 
And count the thoull8nd glories o'er 
Of either palllc&ogirdled shore; 
Spell-bound by thy bright witcheriea, 
Fair city of the Triple tMl88 I MS, 

ERE I take my leave of the reader, whom I have endeavoured, in conjunction 
with Mr. Bartlett, to interest in one of the most glorious portions of the eartb, 
I cannot deny myself the gratification of once more addressing him in my own 
proper person. 

In the volume which is now nearly completed, space was not permitted to me 
for mention of many things on which it would have been a pleasure to expatiate j 
nor have I made an effort towards this self-indulgence. The work is a purely 
descriptive one, and I have followed the talented artist wheresoever hE'! has led 
me, and have round him no inefficient guide. Together we have visited mosques, 
wandered in burial-places, clombe mountains, and glided over the sun-lighted 
B08phorus: and there were times when such a pilgrimage woul\i have been 
deemed no trifling undertaking j but STEAM has ndW annihilated both time and 
space; and we can only hope that our pictoriai and literary pictures may induce 
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the traveller on his 8umm r trip to Palmyr~, Balbek, or Jerusalem, not to 
overlook in his haste the fair city of Byzantium. 

Snatches of exquisite poetry have frequently heen written on the subject of 
the Bosphorus; from the days of Lady Mary Wortley Montague to our own, 
every pilgrim-bard has wooed the glorious "ocean-stream" in song-every 
traveller has freely offered to it the meed of his admiration; yet still I feel 
convinced that those who know it only hyverse and story cannot form a correct 
or adequate idea of its peculiar beauties. The description of one tourist givcs 
a balloon view of the whole channel, sweeping it from the Euxine to the Sea of 
Marmora, levelling mountains, prostrating- forests, and making curved lines 
straight; whil an eminent French traveller and lileratetlr, in an eloquent and 
elegant burst of imaginative genius, setting fact at defiance, removes some of 
the windings of the Strait, and enlarges the Tange of vision with true poetic 
license, in order to present a more rich and animated tableau at a single coup 

d'reil, instead of distinguishing the series of points in keeping with the original. 
This bold and energetic style of verbal painting may produce B powerful 
picture, well calculated to impress the mind of the reader, but it by no means 
does justice to its subject, for the surpassing beauty of' the Bosphorus is its 
exquisite variety. History and fable go hand in hand, walking over its waters, 
and awakening pleasant memories of the past; but it needed not these addi­
tional incitements to admiration, for nature has wov~n so powerful a spell about 
its shores that the present scarcely asks the preltig6 of the past. The liveliest 
creations of the funcy are not likely to be disappointed on the spot; and hence 
there is no reason why even the most enthusiastic tourist should overcharge 
tbe colouring, or aim at additional ornament in grouping the detailll. 

The true charm of the Bo phoros, as I have already remarked, lies in its 
endless "ariety of perspective: it is like a garland, woven by the hand of bea\1ty, 
of which each blossom is brighter than the last; not a rock, not a tree, not a 
tower, could be displaced without injury to the whole. Rival castles, looking each 
upon the other from the shores of Europe and of Asia, stand on the nearest 
point of approach between the two coasta, and seem at one interval to close the 
entrance of the channel; but, al the rapid caique starts onward, they yield to. 
laughing groves, and painted palace., and hamlets acattered along the lip of the 
water, and mirrored in the wave ; and the beautiful curve is lost only to be 
succeeded by another, and another. At almo.t every boat's length the vista 
changet, and presents Dew combinations; inlets and glens at interval. peeping 
out in their pleasant greenery, break the rigid outline of the rocks; valleys, such 
as even Rauelu might have loved to d eU in, studded with trees to the very edge 
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of the curr~nt which their brancbea overhang, are sheltered by the woods on the 
sloping aides of the adjacent heights-the cypress and pine retaining throughout 
the year their deep perpetual green, and the brighter foliag ever shifting under 
the breeze, and wearing new shapes and hues .&1 it sweeps over them. 

A range of populous villages, composed of party-colourNl houses, inwrmmgled 
with trees and gardens, and handsome mansions backed by lofty hills, extends 
for about twelve miles on either shore; the finest sites being O('cupied by the 
palaces and kio ques of th court, either erected or embelli hcd by the present 
Sultan, with their bright fa9ades and fanciful parapets glittering in the sun-light; 
while numerous private villas are interspersed among th~m, always gaily and 
fancifully painted when belonging to a Turk, and in sober grey or lead-colour 
when tenanted by an Al,"menian or a. Greek, Christians not being permitted to 
use any other colours on the exterior of their dwellings; while the houses of 
the Iews are invariably black. These villa frequently have terraces, formed 'into 
parterres and flower-beds, cut in the face of the precipitous rocks, and leading 
by winding steps to the pretty kiosque, or pavilion, pitched like an yrie on 
the cliff abov ; others have gardens laid out along the banks of tlle channel, 
whose rose-wreaths, suspended from the walls, almost drop into the current; 
while their fading blossom, scattering their loosened petals on the tide, freight 
it as with a fleet of miry barks! 

One Imperial Kiosque, perched on tile apex of a cone-like rock on the Asiatic 
coast, about midway of the strait, is a very conspicuous object. From below 
it appears as though it covered the whole summit of the height; not a tree breaks 
its beautiful Grecian outline as it stands out in strong relief against tlle intense 
blue of the sky, and it is very appropriately caned the" Kiosque of the Sun." 

It has been said that travellers should n ver set foot in tile city of Constan­
tinople, in order not to dispel by unlightly contacts in its mean and narrow streets. 
the glorious illusion of the spectacle from the water.. This assertion is hyper­
fastidious, aDd must have emanated from a mind totally unable to appreciate tho 
treasures to which those streets conduct. Should the Tchernbel'le Tasch remain 
unvisited beca~8e the unsavoury lanes in its vicinity are disagreeable to traverse! 
Should the Palace of Belisariul be avoided because Jews burrow among the 
ruins r Should the Mosques, the Khans, the Tcharchi, and the Serai, continue 
unexplored, because the wandering Sybarite cannot walk to them over rose­
leave. r Surely lome sacrifice may well be made in order to iusure a pilgrimage 
rOQJ1d the old, ivy-clad, historical walls of Byzantium, or a glance into ODe of its 
.tately OIIqnea-lOme annoyance undergone to obtain an opportunity of tudying 
the national character, and judging of the national mannen. 

QQ 
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The most celebrated view in the environs is that from the Burlgnrlhu Dap, 
behind Scutari, overlooking the Marmora, the city, the harbour, and the whole 
line of coast in the direction of Asia Minor; but, by ascending lOme other peak 
a few miles from the shore, the oblique and narrow strait of the Bosphorus may 
be traced in all its windings, until diminished in appearance to a mere meadow 
rivulet; while at each extremity of the horizon, seemingly linked together by 
this silver chain, the Euxine and the Propontis spread «Ieir broad waters. 

A ramble over the mountain-heights of the Asian coast is delicious: the pure 
cool wind comes lovingly to your chee~, untainted by one touch of earth; and 
the silence is unbroken, save by the shrill whistle of the shepherd, and the 
responsive bark of his trusty dog; the call of the goat-herd to his truant flock; 
the short keen stroke of the woodcutter; or, 'frequently, the rustle of a pheasant 
springing from the copse beside you, rather startled than alarmed, and sailing 
away in all his primitive glory and wildness, lIuch as he is still found in his 
native woods of the Phasis. 

The Bosphorut wt:"r~ tbe most animated appearance early in June, when the 
trees are in full foliage, and every leaf is redolent of life, ere the heats have 
withered the herbage, and when a light southerly wind is wafting hundreds of 
vessels up the strait towards the Black Sea, the inner tiers almost touching the 
houses with their spare; while all the caiques are plying busily between the city 
and the villages on the channel, laughter is ringing out on the clear air, roses 
blossoming along the banks, and the waters are buoyant with life and motion, 
and adding to the magic of the landscape. 

But to be seen in all its beauty, it should be looked upon by moonlight. 
Then it is that the occupants of the spacious mansions which overhang its 
waters enjoy to the fullest perfection the magnificence of the scene around 
them. The glare of noonday reveals too fully the colours of the picture, and 
the garish sun withers as it shines; while the deep, purple, star-encrusted sky, 
the pure moonlight, and the holy quiet of Imming, lend to it, on the contrary, 
It mysterious indistinctness which d01,lbles its attraction. 

The inhabitants of the capital are ' conscious of this fact; and, during the 
ummer months, when they occupy their marine villas, one of their favourite 

recreations is to seat themselves upon their seaward terraces to enjoy the passiog 
music of the caique which skim 0 er the ripple, freighted with amateur min-
trels glidiDg from hou e to house, and warbling their good-night at each, to th. 

aeeompaniment of a guitar; or in listening to the evening hymns of the seamen 
on board the Italian and Greek veuel anchored in the strait; amWled at 
intervals by the rolling by of a huge shoal of porpoises on their way to the 
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harbour, (where they frequently abound,> gambolling in the moonlight, and 
plunging among the waves with a sound like thunder; while, in the distance, 100m 
out the dark mountains of the Asian coast, casting their long dusky abadows far 
across the water; and close beside them are the quivering a 'ts of the tall 
trees on the edge of the channel, sparkling like silver, and lending the ]aat touch 
of lovelineaa to a landscape, perhaps unparalleled in the world. 

The Bay of Naples-the :fairest and most pictureeque points of the 
Rhine-the approach to sea-aeated Venice-the entrance of ~" Tague-and 
the noblest portions of ~he Danube, have each in turn beeC· quoted aa all­
excelling. and unsurpassable in natural beauty; but who that has anchored 
in the Golden Horn, just where beyond the shadow of the Guz-Couli, hi 
eye could wander onward along the channel, will Dot at once yield the palm 
to the" rolling seas between the Bosphorus r" Truly, the Bay of Naples boasts 
its volcanic mountain, which in sublimity must stand unrivalled; but it has not 
the fre hness, the changefulness, the never-ending variety of the Golden Horn ; 
and it, moreover, wants the strait which renders the lIite of the Moslem city 
unique in its character. The great German streams, noble and maje tic as they 
may be, are devoid of those lovely breaks and varied vistas which render the 
B()Sphorus so beautiful, and divest it of all tamenes!l and monotony; grandeur 
and softness vie ~th each other upon its banks; and it is, moreover, the swift 
ocean-tide which flows between them, while the shores of the Danube and the 
Rhine are laved only by the waters of one of its humble tributaries. 

And now my pleasant task is enlled. I have exhausted the artist's portfolio, 
and t have nothing left to do, save to take leave of the reader, who haa wandered 
with me in idea under the sunny skies of the fair East, 

I have said little-almost nothing, of the inhabitants of the cc City of the 
Sultan;" not because I could not have said much, very much, which might have 
gratified both them and mylltllf, but because the nature of the prelltlnt work did 
110t admit of my doing so; and it is only now, at the H eleventh hour," that I 
permit myself to remark, that the courtesy, kindness, and friendship, which I 
universally experienoed froDl the natives of the country, and the veneration which 
I telt for their many virtues, tended greatly to endear to my lwart U The Beautilt. 
o ~. ~phorus," 
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CONCLU 10 

------ upon mine honour, 
I f,'cc you from it. You are not to be taught 
That you hnvo munycnemics, thnt know not 
Why they arc 50, but, like to villagc curs, 
Bill k when th eir fcUows do." 

1\.1:<6 H EN RI' VllI. 

A'f thi crisis, wIlen both th r. poljtj{.'111 alHl t.ran ition state of Turkey felld r 
it a ubject of more than usun] importance to ull who are interested in 
Oriental affairs, a work on the Bosphorus would be incomplete if wanting a 
record of the most remarkable period of its modern history, during the presence 
of the Russinn expeditioll, which arrived upon its shores in February, 1833; 
and this I am fortunately enabled to give through the kindness of a diplomatic 
friend who was resident at Constantinople at the time, and who obligingly 
furnished me with the very intel'~sting details. 

It was known that the Sultan had accepted the offer of Russian a istance, after 
having in vain applied to F rance and England in the extremity to which he wa 
driven by Mehemet Ali. But the de ign had .been decidedly disapproved of 

. in a grand c01.1l1cil of his people and mini tel's, summoned to take it into consi­
deration :-" Were it the English, they might bid them welcome; but to invite 
the Muscovite infidel, their bitter and hereditary foe, was inadmissible; they 
would rather leave the event to Providence." Not so judged the Sultan, who 
had en no reason to change hi mind. The battle of Konia was his last cast, 
nnd had been lost; b had no army left, alld the people would not fight in his 
cau e; whilst Ibrahim, at the head of his victorious troop, had advanced to 
within a fortnight's march of the capital, and menaced the throne. The order 
for relief from Rus in had be n despatched by the Envoy, under discretionary 
authority from his Court, and never een recalled; a circumstance of which only 
a few European w re aware, besides the parties to the arrangement. Various 
rumours on the subject were afloat, and the public in anxious suspense, when 
all doubt was ended by the intelligence that the Russian fleet had appeared in 
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light. Hearing the neW8, numbers of persOlls crowded the windows of the 
houses which commanded 1\ view of the pussage from the Dlack Sea, whence they 
could discern one or two large ships already adVlUlced within the channel, fol· 
lowed by several other"" looming in the distance. 'fhe blue cross in II white 
field soon became visible, wulf'S wcrc interchanged with the l'urkbh batteries, 
nod, in another bour, a Russian squadron of 8e\'ell line~f·battle ships was 
anchored at Buyukdcre. 

Never before had a naval force \'isited these waters Since they owned the 
8way of the Crescent, but what bore ih emblem. A single frigate, or, occa­
sionally, a two-dc<=ker, conveying all Ambassador, was admitted &II a favour­
their milSioll being regarded as a tribut.e to the Hublime dignity of the Porte. 
E"ell the English, the heroes of the seQ., and countrymen of Nelson, had, Wider 
Duckworth, vcntured only in sight of the bristled walls of Stamboul, but not ill 
reach of their cannon j and the granite IIlllSlles launched from the huge guns of 
the Dardanelles, had tlUen rcvcnge on tl leir return for their audacity in forcing 
an entrance. For nearly four centW'ies since its conquest from the Greeks, the 
Imperial City of Islamism had not bowcd to the dominion of str'l.ngers. 

Thl: Ghiaour~, the fleet of the Muscov G hiaours, arrived! It seenled incre. 
dible to the astonished and bewildered T urks. They would not at first believe 
the assurances of cye-witnesses of the flLct; and numbers ascended the channel, 
and gazed 011 the ships, before the), were fully antisfied. "Ail ! where are our 
o ..... n that fought so manfully at Na\'arino r' some exclaimed. Others," 'Vlly 
did we not make a stand in defellce of our Sultan and country, when we might 
bave squeezed like paste (as truly they could) the handful of infidels that crosier!. 
the Balkan. with Diebitch r' Mehemet Ali was also a favourite ..... ith the 
populace, Hnd they wished him sueeefll ill order to keep out the Russians, with 
hopes of better fortune Wider his command. A Turkish workman standing by 
as their ships entered, cast one look at them , and then quietly resumed his 
labour, with the ejaculation , " Zavali Mehcmet Ali yeldizin cabou\ edemez j" 
It was not your destiny, Mebemet Al\-your star would lIot permit. 

An encampment "'8M ordered for the ll.UJlii1l1l troops on the hills, 011 the 
Asiatic side, above Unkiar Skelessi,· fallloW! after ..... ards for the treaty concluded 
there before their departW'c j but in the country, more noted for the delightful 
"alley of the lame name to which it is the lallding.place. Mouravieff, the com­
mander-in~1Iief of the army, was a bluff', uncouth.Russian, who .eemed indifferent 
to intercourse with strangers, and concerned ~nly with his military duties, taking 
notice or no one but to give hi. orden aud receive viaiton of rank with a itiff, 
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formal salute. He scarce felt at ease, more than his soldiers, as to wh8:t part they 
might have to act, and how the inhabitants would endure their presenc~. Strict 
precautions were taken to keep the men within their lines, placed where not a 
hut or human being was to be seen in their immediate neighbourhood; and the 
ships in sight, not two miles distant, with which they could communicate. The 
Turks, however, suppressed their indignation, submitting to 'circumstances which 
they could not control, and ' consideri~g that the strangers had come by the 
authority of their Sultltn. Their nation,al character, 'at times furious and ungo­
vernable on sudden excitement, is tractablE! under command, .and guided by 
calm discretion when they have time for reflection; and there is, perhaps, 
scarcely an instAnce of a people entertaining such a rooted animosity, and 
l'estrainin cr it so c0l!lpletely, when thus placed in contact with the objects 
of their hate. 

The heights soon exhibited a novel and picturesque appearance, dotted over 
by the Russian ncampment; and some regiments of Turkish guards, with 
their circular and blu tent, according to national usage, shortly after took their 
quarters a little below, in unwonted fraternity. The representatives of the other 
great powers, anxious to sec the Sultan's new allies dismissed as quickly as 
possible, made an arrangemcnt in a few weeks to tha.t effect. It was proposed 

• by the French Ambassador, liupported by the Austrian, under the guarantee of 
the form r, that Meheme't Ali should accept the terms. Our minister, who was 
only ad interim, of minor rank, and without instructions, al 0 as~isting in pro­
moting a settlement. The compact, however, was rejected by Mehemet Ali, 
and di approved of by the French government; and although the basis was far 
mor favourable to the Porte than that of the Convention of Kutaya afterwards 
concluded, as Adana and Tarsus ,,:ere reserved, and Syria only ceded to the 
Egyptian chieftain, it was fortunate for the Sultan that the sailing of the expe­
dition, if vcr seriously intended at the time, did not then take place. A few 
days befor that fixed for the purpose, news arrived of an event which caused its 
indefinite postponement, and superseded alJ diplomatic combinations. 

myrna, the second city in Turkey, with a population of 120,000 inhabitants, 
had withdrawn from its allegiance to the Porte, and under circumstances, notwith­
standing the gravity of the change, perfectly ridiculous. Ibrahim's detached 
partie had already IfSsumed the command of Magnesia, another city, thirty miles 
distant; and from thence, three in'ividuals, the bearen of a pretended"letter, with 
his anction, presented themselves to he Governor of Smyrna, requiring him to 
abdicate in favour of a successor appointed by their Chief. The Egyptian 
G neral, who had agreed to an armistice until an answer should be received from 
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his father to the recent propo als, disavowed having sent the summons when called 
on for an explanation. It had, however, -been immediately obeyed ' by the 
notables of myrna, who, when consulted on the occasion, judged submiasion to be 
the most prudent course j and all intriguing personage of their own body, nampd 
Buladauli, who contrived the plot, wa , without a djssentient voice, installed in the 
Government, like ancho Panza in that of Barratariu. The customs and other 
branche of the revenu , of which he took possession, showed after ard by the 
empty state of the money chests, deep traces of IIi ten day • administration, for 
it la cd no longer. As soon as the matte!' came to be understood, orders were 
despatcbed by the Porte to the legitimate GO\'erllor to r urn his functions. On 
the firman to that fl'ect being read, the forei n Consuls, who, without instruction, 
had judiciously declined to acknowledge the intruder, again hoisted their flags, 
hi mock lord hip decamped, and in the bri f space mentioned, a second revo­
lution took place 'as tranquilly as the first. No violence or di order occurred 011 

either occasion j and th prindpals in the contrivance having ought Ibrahim' 
protection, no 0 her indivic1ual t>ufJ' r d, ('ithol' at that tim , or slnce, th slight t 
molestation for ha.ving be nits dup s. But the exampl must ba\'e been dall­
gerous, perhap contagious, at ~h capital, on the first shock, had the ultan 
pos e ed no foreign upport. It was at the option of England to have rendered 
him the s rvice he then received from another power j and we may regret to 
this day that ou Government did not seize the opportunity of securing the 
lasting advantage to both countries to which it would hav led. 

Further r ·inforcetn nt for the fl 'et and army next followed from Russia, 
nccompa.nied by Count Orloff, as Ambassador Extraordinary, and invested witi! 
the sup rem command b)I sea and land. hortly before, in Mal'ch, Lord Ponsonby 
arrived to fill his po , and with his political associate and coll ague, Admiral 
Rous ill , the French Ambassador, aw with great dissatisfaction this increase of 
strength, and appearanc of a prolontred Bojourn~ It was remarked that the Ru sian 
ships, in conveyinn- the new troops to the camp, passed under their Excellencies' 
windows at Therapia, making a weep, as if for the purpose, before proceeding to 
the opposite sid, A corvette, armed en jfute, with her decks c:rowd~d, and a band 
playin.,., was particularly conspicuous in paying tIlis compliment j one of the most 
unwelcome serenade to which Lord Ponsonby! a thorough anti-Russian in politics , 
had probably ever been treated. 

From the first entrance of the squadron, ther had heen abundant firing of 
salutes for distingui hed visitors j and in mutual courtesy between the flags of 
Rmsia and the Porte, every national anniversary receiving from both tIle like 
honour. But now began the full roar of cannon, till scarce an hour !llap ed hut 

• 
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the whole line of the chaullel re-echoed with the sound, and as much powder was 
expended as might have sufficed to decide the fate of the empire in battle. When 
th fine season set in, with calm, cloudless nights, the tones of the Russian sentinel's 
challenge, mellowed in traversing the water to the .European shore, fell on the 
ear in the stillness with an effect not p.asy to describe. Again, on the morrow, 
recommenced the continuous discharge of a~tillery from the ships and forts, as the 
Sultan, or other high personages, passed in state ill their visits to the military 
stations. The stirring news and discussions of thp. day more seriously occupied 
the public mind amidst this joyous show of ceremony and cordiality between the 
Porte and its allies, since it was yet uncertain how the event might terminate for 
the country, and with whom the sovereignty would remain. From their warlike 
attitude on the hills, where t)ley were making . additional entrenchments and depots, 
it appeared that the danger for which the Russians bad heen summoned was not 
past, or that they were in no baste to depart. Suspicions were not wanting that 
the temptation to keep possession was too strong for them to resist. But reserve 
and distrust gradually gave w y to morc placiJ feelings and cheerful prospects; and 
flte6 and spectacles assumed their wonted gaiety. Some of the foreign ministers, 
who had hitherto declined visiting the camp, attended a grand review, where it 
was announced that the Sultan was to be present; and the whole diplomatic corps, 
invited by his special desire, came in full pomp to meet his Higbness. 

He was received with due honours on landing by Count Orloff, and after con­
sulting his pleasure, aides-de-camp weJ::e sent off at full 'gallop to form the troops 
immediately under arms, till then remaining at ease near their posts. They were 
placed under the Sultan's command for the day, the General-in-chief acting as his 
adjutant, and repeating the orders for the different manreuvres, after they had been 
Jirst submitted to his approbation. The Sultan, equipped in a splendid military 
cloak, the collar orllamented with diamonds, a surtout, light pantaloons, boots, with 

• mas ive gold spurs, and a red fur cap, rode through the field on a noble Arab charger 
with the ardour of an accomplished horseman, and the air of a soldier, attended 
by Orloff and a numerous staff. ' All the expertness of Russian tactics was dis 
played, and men and oBic rs decked in their bejjt attire j the soldiers, having 
their mustachoes stiffened with grease, and their chests thickly padded. The 
evolutions, performed with due precision, presented no~hing remarkable, with 
the exception of one manoouvre, in which two battalions crossed each other's 
ranks by companies. each file lipreading a little for the purpose, and the first 
battalion occupying the ground from which the former retired. A Russian officer, 
.tanding py, observed, that this manreuvre, which the Turks did not comprehend, 
had co t them dear in bllttle. It is, however, known in our army, and ailows 
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any corps which may be weakened or harassed in action, or whose services might 
be more effective at some other point, to be relieved by an almost instan aneous 
change, scarce requiring any additional space, alid in no: degree derangi g the 
order of the line in bringing up the reserves. 

The extent of the valley afforded more than ample room for the exerci es, aud 
an immense 'eoncourse of spectators assembled, of both sexes and ot' every nation. 
The whole scene was, from the circumstances, exciting, far beyond lcre parade, 
for the Russian force, stated to consist of fifteen thousand troops, app ared to 
have been far overrated when their camp was emptied i and they had, moreover, 
brought with them but a single troop of Cossack cavalry, and a very slender 
train of light artillery. 

At the close of the review the Sultan received the staff and the members of 
the diplomacy in an adjoining kiosk, the same in which the treaty was after­
wards sign d. His position was .a trying one for a sovereign, as he stood in the 
midst of a foreign 801dien', whom he might consicler as his masters, having 
accepted their protection against his own subjects. It was therefore expected 
that he would appear somewhat subdued on the occasion,-not such, however, 
was his bearing; and never did he acquit himself with more eclat. Count Orloff 
was very remarkable d~ring the ceremony of audience i a fearless soldier, of 
massive stature, and renowned as one of the most .powerful men living for mus­
cular strength) a noble and a courtier; and, still more, he was the goneralissimo 
and delcgate of his Emperor, sclected by him, and entrusted with unlimited 
powers for this important service; but in the pre~ence of Sultan Mahmoud he 
seemed completely overcome by the commanding aspect of the Turkish sove­
reign; and his looks and attitude, in tendering his homage, bespoke that sort 
of submissiveness and awe which he might himself inspire in his own humblest 
de})endents. It is this imposing, lofty air, accompanied by extreme energy of 
will, which has given to the Sultan the wonderful ascendant he possesses over 
the minds of all who surround him. Those who have been accustomed to inter­
course with royalty, and contact with the most distinguished statesmen and geniuses 
of their time, speak of the Moslem monarch as the most remarkablo person they 
have ever seen, beside whom every other individual sinks into insignificance. A 
stranger meeting him i1u:ognito, would be struck by his appearance, as if denoting 
a more than common ignity i and at times, the exprossion of his countenance 
will cause an impression which none other could excite. His features are manly, 
though not regular, his cheeks being angular and prominent, apd his complexion 
is flushed, when he is in exercise, as if from vigorous health. His person is a 
little above the middle size, neither spare nor corpulent, well-proportioned 
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except in the legs, which are bent Slig\ltly inwards ftom the knee i mlU his 
whole appearanc,e much enhanced by a handsome jet beard, arrans-ed and 
preserved with special care. In minute attention to his person and dress 11 
resembles George IV. i but he is, both physically and mentally, more active than 
that mon:m;h. While flattered by the deference he inspires, and the observance 
of the forms of devotedne s paid to absolute sovereignty in the East, he assumes 
no studious gestures, or affectation of majesty. Regality is ' stamped by nature 
on his brow, animating every feature and every movement i and even on that 
day, when surrounded by Russian bayonets, 'and his armies scattered in the 

. field by a vassal-his spirit rein,ained unquenched-he was .. every inch a killg 1" 
Terms had, meanwhile, been made with Ibrallim, whose army was withdrawn 

from Kutuya to Syria i and the Russians, who had only waited ' for the intelli­
gence of his having retired within his own boundary, quitted the country a few 
we ks after the review. During their stay, they constantly remained twelve. milcs 
distant from Constantinople, which was not even in sight from their position; and 
the prl:cautions taken in k ping the men to their quarters, and the placid temper 
of the inhabitants, prevented any squRbb~e of the least consequence arising 
between them. Their semi-barbarism was, however, consfantly showing itself to 
strangers, in soml! shape or other. On one occasion" during an inspection of 
the troops, the Crown Prince of Bavaria, a tall slim youth, was presented to the 
Sultan on tbe ground. As the concluding ceremony, a soldier of each regiment 
advanced singly to hi5 Imperial Highness, and gave the history of his corps, 
recapitulating the actions in which it had acquired its honorary titles. Noone 
oirered to explain; but the names of tbe places had almost all reference to cam­
paigns in Turkey or Persia, whence tho Sultan could sufficiently understand the 
drift of an address, not calculated to revive in hi mind any agreeable 
recollections. 1t appeared to me that the mortification was harsh and displaced, 
if designed to gratify Russian pride j or very bad taste if it were mere 
formality. The artificial step and starched attitude of the soldier in tllis piece of 
acting were highly amusing and ludicrous j not a musclo of his boorish features 
changed as he delivered his set spc ch i after which he presented arms, turned 
round, and ~arched off with the same automaton strut. This rapidity was 
more con picuous in a single individual than when the men we;re seen en mfUse, and 
proved how perfectly Ru sian di.cipline r duced them to mere living machines, 
guid 'd by an in tinctive impulse to obedience. the character for which this army 
is ju tly di tipguisbed. So severe are the rules, and so rigidly are they observed, 
that everal of their sentin Is perished at St. Petersburg, orne years since, during 
an inundation of the Neva, from remainillg at their post till submerged, when 
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they could have saved them elves on ,the fu'st ri e of the waters, by a prompt 
retreat, which they dared not attempt without re~ei ing order:> in th regular 
routine. 

One of the minor Perote Diplo~alists, wno had gOlle ct! grande tenue to tbe camp 
at nkiar kele i, had ' a !loldier as ign d to him, in compliment, as his atten­
dant in taking ~ suney. By this guide, who could only speak liu sian, not a 
word of which tl1e other understood, 11 was led round th ir qual'ters, obliged to 
listen to long unintelligible detail, till his patience bccanJ exhau tf·cJ, aHd he 
made some significant signs of a desire to depart. But he wa a pri o,n J;; ' for 
the soldier, wbo had received orders to show and to e. plain to his charge ev ry thing 
neces ary, fnlfilleu his instructions to the letter, arid uetaincd him for hours, to 
complete his office '; not paring .an item from the titles of the colonel, and tlJ 
disLinctions in the colours of ach regiment or battalion, down to the cHlibr of 
a howitzer, and the mess in their kettles, which was not of tlle most avoury 
description, consi ting of bans and other coar e v getables, and ' sour crout, 
eaten with black bread, with the addition of an allowance of fresh meat twiee 
a 'w ek. On this rude fare the "men looked prim and hardy enough in their 
limbs, but dingy in their com pI lOn, and stunted in ize. 

One morning in the beg'~nu g of July, their tents were struck; ten thousand 
troops, with their equipa~ , reimbarked, and their fleet advanced b fore evening 
to the head of the Bo phoru. A single vessel was reserved for Count Orloff; 
who followed the next day, having been occupied to the last in the settlement of 
the secret treaty relating to the Dardanelles, which was signed on tile 8th July, 
1833. The Russians came to the Mosl m nation as friends, and might have 
left with the glory of genel"O ity towards their ally, but for this act of rapacity, 
which emulated the prowess of a bird of prey leaving the marks of its talon on 
it VICtun. Orloff had well p rformed his mission in obtainipg the con ent of 
the Porte to the contract, of wl;Uc,h it is believeu he carried the draft in his 
pocket- giving to Russia the po ;Vcr she had not attempted to enforce, of 
clo iug or opening the passage for ships of w at her pleasure. Such was the 
General's eagerne s to arriv'e, under the apprehension that affairs might be. 
already so ettled as to thwart his object, that he flew into a violent rage 
with the captain of the ship tor 1 lng some hours' way, by mistake, in making 
the Bospborus, and he i stated to ha.ve knocked him down on the quarter-deck. 
Their naval officer, nettled at this story, being made public, denied ilie con­
cluding circum tance, but admitted the remainder. Orloff had next a trial 
of pride, as well as temper, to undergo, which he is not likely to have borne with 
complacency. ' It happened that both him elf and Lord Ponsonby waited on the 
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Sultan the same day for their introductory audience; and his Lordship learning 
that Count Orloff, who had preceded him to the palace, was to be honoured with 
the earliest reception, sent in a message that in such case he would quit the 
country without delivering his credentials. They were of equal ank as am­
bassadors, but the British envoy asserted his right of precedence from priority 
of arrival at the capital, which regulates the etiquette, and carried his point, 
leaving the Count to pass the time as he best might, till the ceremony of his own 
presentation was ended. 

The legitim!lte line of the Orloffs is extinct, and the name is now borne by 
two natural nepllews of the famous Prince Orloff, the favourite of Catharine, 
and the leader in the conspiracy which deprived the Emperor Paul of his throne 
and life. Count Aleris, who ngure(l in the expedition, owes his honours and 
favour to the zeal. which he displayed in supporting the reigning Emperor at the 
time of the ins~rection at St. Petersburg, in December 18~6~ on his Majesty's 
accession to the throne. The rother of Alexis, who. had unhappily connected 
himself with the revolutionists, was said, by an English writer, 0 have obtained 
a remission of the severer part of hi entcnce; but. there is every reaSOn to 

believe that he continued up to that very period an exile in Siberia, ~ e:&piate 
his crime. Such is the diversity of fortune, and the extreme of summary reward 
and punishment among Russian nobles of the same family at the present day. 

1\, stone, erected at the foot of their lines, near the sea, commemorates by a 
simple inscription of uates in Turkish, the visit of the Muscovite f~rces to the 
Bosphorus; no other vestiges of the event being now visibl~, save in the bare 
und shorn aspect of the hills on which they were encamped; and, doubtlessly 
many a longing on . their part did that visit e. cite for their permanent establish­
ment in a. land und climate, so 'supcriOl' to their own flat and icy regions. 


