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the deputies from many fates, and cfpecially the Spartans, fellow
citizens of Menalcidas, firongly oppofing men, who, they knew,
were bent on purfuing their own vile interefts through the dangers
and blood of their country. Menalcidas meanwhile having obtained
his ten talents from the Oropians, refufed to fhare thefe wages of
iniquity with his coadjutor Callicrates., The latter, provoked at
haviog thus incurred, without pecuniary benefit, the refentment of
the Athenians, and thereby rifked his intereft with Rome, watched
an opportunity for revenge; and at the expiration of Menalcidas’
pretorfhip, accufed him capitally before the diet; the main article
again{t him being his fecret miflion to Rome, with a view to procure
the {eparation of Sparta from the Achzan league. On this emer-
gency, Menalcidas applied to Dizus, his {ucceflor in office, and
with the money which he fhould have paid to Callicrates, bribed
this new traitor to fave him from the hands of juftice. Dizus, by
availing himfelf of the intricacy of forms, the ambiguity of fome
legal tcrms, and the undue afcendency which prefiding magiftrates
too frequently exercifed in Grecian tribunals, {natched Maepalcidas
from the condemnation which-he juftly merited : but his artifstes for
this unfair purpofe were detected, expofed, and reprobated ;:and in
order to divert the ftorm ready to burft on him, the pretomfaw the
ncceflity of finding for the multitude, fome new employment at once
important to their interefts and gratifying to their paffions *

Sparta, notwithftanding the bloody feditions which had crowded
it with flaves inftcad of citizens, flill contained fome portion of its
ancient materials, \he ferment of which agitated and gradually affi-
milated the mafs. It had entered by compulfion into the Achzan
league; its pride was much hurt at being levelled with the inferiar
cities of Peloponnefus ; and, by an application to Rome, it had qb~
tained an exemption in criminal matters from thofe popular tribunals
to which other ftates in the confederacy were amenable. Dizus

7 Paufanias Achaic. ¢. 12.
contended
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@ontended that this exemption, unreafonable in itfelf, had never bean
confirmed by the fenate ; and encouraged his countrymen to exercife
the jurifdi&tion which of right belonged to them, over the perfons
as well as property of trcacherous friends, now more formidable
than when they were open enemies. The multitude, ever greedy
of power, began their impeachments of fuch Lacedemonians as were
obnoxious to them : on which infraCtion of the terms of the con-
federacy, the Spartans prepared to fend an embaffy to Rome ; but
the Achaans oppofed to this defign a law, forbidding any Achzan
ftate to employ foreign ageats or ambafladors without the general
confent of the league "

In this ftate of affairs, both parties forefaw the ncceflity of having
recourfe to arms ; but the Spartans, as weaker in power, folicited
privately feveral Achzan cities, reluctant confederates like them-
felves, and even Dizus, the aGual general of the league, to inter-
pofe their good offices to prevent an immediate rapture. The ftates
to which they applied, anfwered that they could not refufe fending
their troops into the field, whenéver the pretor of Achaia difplayed
his ftandard ; and Dizus declared, on his part, that though he wifhed
not to make war on Sparta, he had determined to punith fome of-
fenders belonging to that city, notorious difturbers of the public
peace. 'The Lacedemonian magiftrates demanded that thefe offend-
ers fhould be named to them. Dizus named twenty-four perfons,
men of principal note in the commonwealth, On this occafion,
Agafifthenes increafed his reputation, already great at Sparta, by
prevailing on the perfons denounced to go into voluntary banifhment
to Rome, rather than furnith a pretext for an hoftile invafion of
their country. They had no fooner taken their departure than the
Achzans condemned them to death ; -and fent Dizus, whofe pretor-
fhip had jult expired, together with Callicrates, to demand them as
criminals fromr the femate. In that affembly Disus, his colleague

¥ Paufinias, ibids
” Callicrates
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cu ap. Callicrates dying on the paflage, was confronted with Menaleididp

XXIV.  his former accoiaplice in- willainy, but ftow commiffioned By the
Sromi Spartans to expofe his machinations. In full fenate, thefe unworthy
:‘,’f‘gfc:f"‘l‘? ambaffadors infulted each other with the utmoft indecency of lan-
cxasand  pyage, Their ftatements of falts were altogether contradiory, and

]}sz:.:x:u "¢ {he affeverations of the one were oppofed by contrary oaths of the

STy other. The fenate impofed filence on both, and intimated its defign
of fending commillioners into Greece, who, having obtained dué
infotmation on the fpot, might make a fair adjuftment of the differ-
ence. Before the appointment, however, of thefe commiffioners,
Dizus and Menalcidas haftily’ departed, and each with cqual atda-
city affured his fellow citizens that he had fully fucceeded in his bufi-
nefs at Rome; Dizus affirming that'the Lacedemonians were in a}
cafes alike, to be ‘amenable to' Achzan tribunals, and Menalcidas
afferting that in no-cafe whatever wete the Achwans to exercife any
jurifdi@ion over Sparta, which was in future to be totally Tepardted
from their league ™.

Fraidefs In confequence of 'the falfchood maintained by Dizis, His‘coutt

3;;‘11;;3&1(:( trymen prepared to take the ‘field-under Damocritus, their new

againft Spar- reror,  Jn their marcly towards the frontier of Laconia, t}iéy wete

ti.

Olymp-  overtaken by fome Romans then going into Afia, on a bufinefs which
B.C.147.  will be explained preflently, who delired them to fufpend thelr hofc
tilities, and to wait the arrival of commiflioners, already on'‘their
way from the fenate: Neither the Achmans, nor their general, ‘pes
garded this admonition-; they advanced towards Laconia, while the
Romans purfued their journey to the Eaft. By this time the Spar-
tans had taken the beft meafurcs in their power for repelling the ind
vaders. But a battle enfued on their frontiers, in which, after the
lofs of a thoufand. btave youths, ftill animated by the example &
better times, -they were driven from the field, and obliged 6 feek

refuge within the walls of their capital. Damodritus, 'the Adhan

“ Id ibid,
pretor,
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gretor, had he acted with proper fpirit, might have intercepted their ¢ u ar.
retreat, or entered the place with the fugitives. The fufpicion of XXIV.
treachery incurred by his remillnels, feemed to be confirmed ———
by his fubfequent proceedings. No vigorous meafures were

adopted againft the city itfelf; fruitlefs depredations on the territory

occupied Damocritus during the remaining manth of his pretor(hip.

At the expiration, therefore, of his office, he was accufed, fonnd

guilty, and amerced of fixty talents; and being unable to pay this

fine, avoided perfanal punifhmeat. by banithing him(clf from Pelo-

ponnefus

. Dizus, the head of the popular party, was chofen to fucceed Da- -t
mogritus, This was the fecond time be had been eletted pretor, l!}rc(;q()phi.
and a8 {uch intrufted with the command of the Achzan army. He Ll
would have profecuted the war with eagernefs, bus his hands were g"‘é ;.',e.
for fix months tied up .in confequence of the following emergency.

The Romans who, on their miflion into Afia, recently interpofed

their endeavours to make peace, had been fent by the fenate to tran-

quillife the confederates on that continent, and to keep them fteady

in_their affeGtions, amidft great difturbances that had arifen on the
neighbouring fhores of Macedon. The harfh conditions impofed

qn that country by Rome, and the feverity encreafing from year to

year with which thefe conditions were exa&ed, revived in the Ma-
cedonians the fentiments of their ancient loyalty. They fighed for

their fair form of hereditarg monarchy, where kiags, limited by law,

might affert national independence, and prote the different onders

of the flate againft mutual injuries or infults. In this ftate. of the

public mind,,a .certain Andrifcus, of Adramyttium in Troas, pro«

Rably, inftigated by a party in Macedon itfelf, appeared in the courts

of Afia, giving bimfelf out for the ftill furviving fon of the, late
Mggcglppgan(kmg Perfeus. In Syria, however, the impoftor was
fﬁi@@h}'ﬂidg& ;oitDﬁm\ct_rius Soter, who, to gaia favour with the

aufanias Achaic. c. 13, '
fenatc
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fenate, fent him well guarded to Rome., But amid{t the prepara-
tions for the third Punic war, Andrifcus found means to efcape from
Ttaly, landed fafely in Macedon, was welcomed by numer-us par-
tifans ; the cities opened their gates; and the fortunate adventurer,
under the name of Philip 1V. ufurped a crown which, he p -ctended,
of right belonged to# him. The Romans, intent on combat’ng, not
the power, but the defpair of Carthage*, were fatisfied to oppofe
this infurreion, by difpatching acrofs the Hadriatic Scipio Nafica,
who having fummoned to his ftandard the allies in Greece, with
difficulty reftrained Philip from making incurfions into Thef-
faly. In confequence of the report made by Scipio, the fenate com-
mitted a fmall- army to Juventius Thalna, who having landed on
the Macedonian frontier, haftened to enter that country, and to pull
Pfeudophilippus, that king of the ftage, as he called him, from the
upftart throne which he had fo infolently ere&ed. Buat Thalaa’s
own infolence expofed him to fuch fatal difgrace as generally refults
from contempt of an enemy. As he advanced into Macedon with-
out due precaution, he was encountered and cut off with almeft the
whole of the troops which he commanded ".

To repair this misfortune, the Romans expeditioully levied a con-
fular army, for their citizens at this time amounted to 322,000 men
liable to military fervice'*. The two legions, with their auxiliaries,
were commanded by the pretor Cacilius Metellus, and in confequence
of the miffion into Afia above mentioned, Attalus I, of Pergamus
equipped a confidcrable fleet to co-operate with his Roman alies.
Upon arriving in his province, Metellus aGed with that:mixture: of
alivity and caution which becomes a great genmeral. While he
adoptcd proper meafures for quelling the rebellion iin Macedon; he
found time for attending to the latent difaffeftion in Greece, -andiby
his order the Roman ambafladors deftined for Afia had endkawoured,

™ Polvbiug, T avvix, Tit Live Epitom. leus, Lii. Tlorus, ii. 14i  Qrof. iw. 22.

] \ha. &ieq. Plutarch i Caton. Major ¥ Confu Plin, N, H. L avii. c. 25. & Tab.
e Live Epitom. 1 I Zonaras. Vel-  Capitolin. '
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in their way thither, to ftop the progrefs of Damocritus in an expe-
dition, which, as we have feen, proved highly difgraceful to him-
felf. In the interval of time between this fruitlefs application to Da-
mocritus and the fecond pretorfhip of Diaus, Mctellus, in two bloody
engagemeants, totally defcated the unworthy ufurper in Macedor ,
for Andrifcus, clated by the firft fuccefs of his arins againft Juven-
tius Thalna, began, as if his powcr had thereby become impre:-
nable, to indulge his odious propenfitics to rapacity and cruelry *°,
His inftruments were fierce Thracians, who flocked to him for
booty ; but when he was worfted by Metellus, firft in the neighbour-
hood of Pydna, and afterwards on the frontiers of Thrace, the
fickle barbarians of that country fhewed that they were allics only
to his good fortune ; and Byras, one of their chieftains with whom
he fought refuge, made his own peace by furrendering his fupplicant
to the Roman general *°.  In this polture of affairs, Metellus fent a
me{lage to Dizus, commanding him to fufpend hoftilitics with Sparta.
Dizus obeyed, and a truce was concluded between the Achzans and
Spartans, until commiflioners thould arrive from Rome to adjuft their
differences.

But in agreeing to this arrangement, neither party was fincere. As
Metellus prolonged his ftay in Macedon, in confequence of events
which will prefently be related, Dizus applied to feveral fubordinate
stlies in Laconia: exafperated their natural hatred againft a
proud, imperious capital; and prevailed on them to admit fe-
cretly; confiderable bodies of Achzan troops, by means of which,
when a fit opportunity offered, he might renew hottilities fuddenly,
‘and with decifive effe@. But his rival Menalcidas, being raifed to
'the genetalthip of Sparta, anticipated his perfidious defigns, and per-
‘fuaded the Spartans to commit the firft fhfradtion of the treaty., A¢
his inftigation they [urpriled and plundered Iafus, a Lacedzmonian

1 Diadorus Excerp. p. ggo. pius et Valer. Maxim. vii. 5.
* Ty, Liv. Epitom. li. Zonaras. Eutro-
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this crime, than they began to view with terror the punithmentto

which it expofed them, With regard both to men and money, they

were far inferior to the enemy : the outrage of which they had been

guilty muft alienate their Roman proteCtors ; they were athamed at

yielding rafhly to the mad councils of Mcnalcidas, who, finding him-

felf the obje&t of general execration, had recourfe to a dofe of poilon
to elude public vengeance™. This wretched man who came to fo

wretched an end, had held the firft rank in two, once illuftrious; ftates;

he thus had full fcope for exhibiting his worthlefinefs ; a contempt«

ible general of Sparta, a profligate pretor of Achaia.

Meanwhile, the commiffioners expe&ted from Rome, arrived in
Pcloponnefus, hcaded by Aurelius Oreftes. The magiftrates of the
Achzan ftates gave them’a meeting at Corinth, to which place many
deputies and many private perfons proceeded, anxious to hear the
decifion of the great political caufe by which Greece had been fo
long agitated. ‘The perfons bearing office in the different cities of
Achaia affembled in the houfe that had been affigned, by publi¢ au-
thority, for the reception of the Roman commiffioners. There,
Aurelius addrefled them in a ftudied oration, &xpatiating on the
good offices of Rome towards Achaia, and the fincere defire of his
country to maintain its amicable rclations with that confederacy.
But, from the perpetual diffentions that arofe among ill-alforted
members of the league, there was a clear proof that it had beew: tho
widely extendcd, and that communities had been reduced under one
government, whofe tempers, manners, and municipai laws, rendered
them unfit for any fuch intimate union. On this account, the hip-
pinefs of Greece required that not only Latedazmon, but Heraclzea,
a colony of that city at the Yoot of mount CEta, that Argos, Otetiome-
nos, recently joined to Achaia, and even Corinth " it{elf, ' thould
thenceforth form republics apart. -Without waiting for the con-

7 Paufanias Achaic. ¢. 13
-clufion



FROM ALEXANDER TO AUGUSTUS.

clufien of his difcourfe, Dizus and the other Achaan magifirates ab-
ruptly took their departure, and rufhing into the firects, fummoned
to an affembly all their fellow citizens of every defcription in Corinth.
"The purport of Aurelius’ {peech, when communicated to the multi-
tude, provoked it to the utmoft fury, The Lacedzmontans, ag
original authors of animofities likely to prove fo fatal, were feizgd,
buffeted, and fubjeed to every infult: all fufpe&ed to belong to
that nation, by their long hair, the peculiar form of their garmeats,
or even by their bare namcs, fuffered the fame outrages. Tle refi-
dencé of the Roman commiffioners, to which many fled for refuge,
afforded not prote&ion. ‘T'he Romans themfelves thought fit to
confult their fafety by flight ; and fuch was the blindnefs of popular
rage, that, when the tumult ceafed, it was difcovered that many
perfons belonging to other communities had becen, through miftake,
{eized and maltreated as Lacedemonians. Thefe were fet at liberty :
the Lacedzmonians were detained in prifon ™,

Soon after this tranfaction the pretorfhip of Dieus expired, and
he was {ucceeded by Critolaus, a man cqually turbulent and equally
profligate, and ftill more execrably ambitious, fincc tte burned with
defire to grafp into his own hands the whole power and patronage
of his coyntry, by involving her in a war to which ncither experi-
ence nor reafon promifed a favourableiffue. For this purpofe, when
‘pew commiffianers arrived from Rome, Critolaus indeed met them at
Hgipm, and agreed to fummon a diet of the Achzans at Tegea. He
gwen fent public orders to the feveral ftates for this purpofe, but pri-
wately: intigated to them, his wifh that thofe orders fhould not be
qbeyeds 1 Agsordingly, Scxtus Juhus and the other Romans, after
Jeng.waitingat, Tegea, were Jomcd by Critolaus aldne : he exprefled

-bia -mgeat sg shem, that the .deputics of the fates, without whofe
iprefgnce m’b‘lﬁm gould be done, had declmed giving their attend-
-ange 533“5 the fegujar, meeting of the diet, he faid, would happen in

# Paufanias Achaic. ¢. 14, Gont, Polyb. 1. xxxviii. ¢, 1.
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the courfe of fix months, at which time all differences might be ad-
juﬁcdf Thus treated with derifion, the Romans haftened home-
ward; they had come to Peloponnefus with pacific intentions, and
having met on their way Theridas, commiffioned by Achaia to the
fenate, with a view to extenuate the outrage recently committed at
Corinth, they had brought him back with them to Xgium ; and had
there declared to this ambaflador, to Critolaus, and the other prin+
cipal magiftrates of Achaia, that the fenate had an earncft defire of
kecping on good terms with their league, and would, on fecarity
being given for better behaviour in future, forget and forgive paft
injuries : but they returned to Rome, breathing very different fenti«
meats .  The Romans accordingly eleted comful, with Achaia for
his province, Lucius Mummius, an experienc#’but rough foldier,
carelefs of the arts and literature of the Greeks,-‘of which he was
grofsly ignorant, and who feemed on this account the better calcu-
lated to be the executioner of vengeance on that people *.

But before Mummius tranfported his legions acrofs the Hadriatic,
the war began from another quarter. Metellus had hitherto been
prevented from feconding his embaflies by arms, in confequence of
a {fecond infurre&tion in Macedon, raifed by a new impoftor who
fucceeded to the pretenfions of Andrifcus. He made his ftand on
the eaftern frontier of the kingdom, near the river Neflus, affuming
the name of Alexander, as his precurfor had ufurped that of Philip ;
names which revived in the loyal Macedonians the remembrance of
their ancient glory. Metellus followed him thither, defeated him in
battle, difperfed his unhappy followers, but failed in his attempt to
{cize the perfon of the pretender, who efcaped through the fwiftncfs
of hiy flight acrofs the intricacies of mount Rhodope, to the barbarous
diftrict of Dardania. After thus removing eyery obflacle.to the re-

1 Polybius, {. xxxviii. Paufanias Achaic. I xxxv. c. 4. Florus, 1. ii. ¢ 16. Vel-
'n‘. leius’ l- i- C. 130 ’
“ Conf. Strabo, L viii. p.381. Plin,

"dution
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duction of Macedon into the form of a province, Metellus renewed
his attention to the affairs of Achaia®.

Critolaus, he found, had fuccceded in roufing his countrymen to
arms againft Sparta, and againft Rome itfelf, if the thought fit
to efpoufe the Spartan caufe. By procuring a law, that no debts
fhould be recoverable until the end of the year, that demagozuc had
gained all the needy and profligate to his party.  With an addrefs
flill more refined, he bad confounded in one clafs all thofe who de-
precated a war, which their country was totally unable to fupport,
with Callicrates, Andronidas, and other vile flatterers of the Roman
power : men contemptible in life, and whofe memories were ftill the
objects of public execration. Throngh fuch bafe bat too ordinary
artifices, he had obtained a complete afcendency in the Achzan
councils, when Metellus, who was in a fituation to maich with a
powerful detachment from Macedon, fenta new embafly to Coriath,
hoping to terminate the diflenticns in Greece by the mere terror of
his arms.  Cneius Papirius, with three other illuftrious Romans,
explained the obje& of their commiffion to the Achzan deputies af-
fembled in that city. They {poke in the fame moderate language
that had been recently held by Sextus Julins at Egium, and conjured
the Achzans not to perf{ift in meafures which muft forfeit the friend«
fhip of Rome, eflentially ufeful to their country. By the deputies
and ftill more by the furrounding crowd of mechanics and manu-
falturers, in which Corinth then abounded above all cther cities, the
modeft expreflions of the ambafladors were conftrued into fymptoms
of weaknefs or fear. Their own courage took fire, and vented itfelf
in noify clamour and petulant {currility. The Romans, after fuffering
viler imfults than thofe lately heaped on Aurelius Oreftes in the fame
city, efcapesl . in different diretions to Lacedezmon, Naupadus, and
Athens™,

* Eutrop. cum Grze. Pean. Mctaphs * Paufanias, ibid.
p- 89. Zonaras, Velleius, Florus,
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Having thus obfiru@ed cvery avénue to recanciliation, Critolaus
fummoned the Achzans to arms., He flattered them with the aflift~
ance of many republicks beyond Peloponnefus, and even of many
kings, But the Boeotians and Chalcians alone appeared zealous in
his caufe. The former, as we have feen, hadhrendered themfelves
peculiarly obnoxious to Rome, and their principal magiftrate at this
time was one Pythias, whofe youth, fpent in abominable profligacy,
had prepared his old age for relifhing the bloody amufements of fe-
dition ¥, Chalcis in Eubcea, again, continued ftill to retain the leaven
of ancient.hatred. It had ferved as the main arfenal of Philip in all
his wars with the Romans.

Critolaus, with a numerous army from various cities of Pelopon-
neflus, iffued from the ifthmus of Corinth, pafled through Becotia, and
attacked Heraclxa at the {foot of mount (Eta, a colony, as above ob-
ferved, of Lacedzmon, and which, in imitation of its metropolis, had
feparated from the Achzan league. The fiege of Heraclza was
commenced with vigour, but had not been long carried on, when
news arrived that Metellus was marching through Theflaly. It was
{oon after known, that he had pafled the Sperchius, sisich flows into
the Malian gulph, about twelve miles from the ftraits f Thermopylz.
"T'his was facred ground, on which the Spartans had refifted the Per-
fiang, and on which, even in the declining age of Greece, the Atle~
nians had repelled the Gauls. But Critolaus, inftead of béing -en-
couraged by the infpiring feenery around him, hattily raifed the GGépe
of Heraclea, and leaving the firaits of Thermopylae open, retreated
fouthward through Locris. In that diftri¢t, he was overtaken near
Scarphza by the Romans, and defeated with grear flaughter.. Above
a thoufand of his unhappy followers were madeprifonérs ¢ neatly an
equil number of Arcadians fled towards Berotia, hotly- puibed s
the vitors, Two reports prevailed concerning' the.death: (o Criten
laus, It was faid, that driven to defpair by fecingithe effeétecofihis

7 Polybius, L x1, c. 1,

rafh
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vafh counfels, he had deftroyed himfelf by poifon. But, as his budy
was no where to be difcovered, it is more probable that in attempting
his efcape, he funk in the marine marfh between the Malian gulph
and the roots of mount(Eta. The flying Arcadians were intercepted

by Metellus in the neighbourhood of Cheronza, and entirely cut to
3

pieces .

Thefe repeated difafters did not terminate the war. Upon the
death of a pretor in office, his place was, according to the Achzan
laws, to be fupplied by his immediate predeceffor. Dizus thus ob-
tained, for the third timc, the command of his countrymen, and
kept alive in them the frantic paflions which he had originally helped
to infpire. Many, who well forefaw the fad cataftrophe at hand,
were yet carried along by the torrent, and augmented its force. The
whale of the men and money in Peloponnefus was-—put at the dil-
pofal of the Achzan pretor; the flaves, fit for war, -were emanci-
pated and armed; the women divefted themfelves, and even their
young children, of their ornaments, to fupply the exigencies of the
public {crvice ; and, imder the preflure of immediate hardfhips, un-
exampled privations, and intolerable exertions, the greater part loft
fight of the fatal end in which all thefe voluntary fufferings ‘were
likely to terminate. 'The unfkilfulnefs of Dizus, as a general, gave
the fmithing to his pernicious chara@er. Although his army affem~
bled at.the ifthmus of Carinth, fell fhort, even:in point of number, of
thizty thoufand Romans; with.whom he would have to contend, he
abfurdly -weskened it by fending a detachment to defend the interme-
diate ity Megara. Meanwhile, the enemy advanced from Chero-
neatawards ‘Lhebes, and found the latter place reduced to a defert.
Lig gitizans, f540 bear arms, had perifhed in the battle of Scarphaa ;
and tbsis dinfmen, dreading the approach of the Romaas, had fled
iggrepidation mighs their families and moft precious effects, Metellus

difdained sa wydakwengeance on the aged and infirm, or the wretched

# Liv. Epitom. I, lii, Paufatias, Achaic. c. 15.
41 children
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children abandoned to their feeble care, He defired even to {pare
the fugitives, and ordered his purfuers to make diligent fearch only
for the feditious Pytheas, the main author of the calamities of
Thebes. This wretch, the fit coadjutor of Dizus, cfcaped into Pe-
loponnefus, but, being finally taken, fuffered the punithment due to his
crimes both as a magiftrate and as 2 man,  From Thebes, where the
Roman foldiers were reflrained from violence or plender, Metellus
proceeded towards Megara, the Achzans who guarded that city flying
before him to the ithmus. But the terror which they carried with
them there, did not.alter the mind of Diatis and his adherents ; who
treated with {corn new mecflengers of peace whom Metellus, eager to
finith the war, yct thought proper to fend to them.  On this accafion
thofe unhappy Achaans, who had becn compelled to bear arms in a
caufe which they deemed defperate, had the courage to make one laft
effort for changing the mad purpofes of their countrymen.  For this
prefumption they were arraigned as traitors; and as fuch, many of
them fuffered the cruellefl and moft difgraceful punifhments. Thofe
only efcaped death, who had money enough to bribe Diaus ; for fuch
is the force of habit, that even on the edge of the precipice to which
he had brought himf{elf and his country, this wretched man continued
as greedy as ever after the wages of iniquity ™.

After fupprefling this feeble oppofition, the artifices of the Achzan
chiefs opcrating on the enthufiafm of the aﬂ'egibied multitude, kept
the paflions of both {oldiers and citizens, and 4!l defcriptions of pei’-
fons in Corinth, in one and the fame fatal dire&ion ; all difdained the
equitable accommodation offered to them, and all panted with joy at
the thoughts of encountering and vanquifhing the enemy. But at a
diftance from this center of rebellion, there prevailed great differences
in opinion. The Elians and Meflenians, living along the fea coaft
of Ieloponnefus, fancied every moment that they perceived the
combined fleets of king Attalus and the Romans, ready to defcend

® Paufuanias, ibid. DPolybius, L xL ¢. 2. & feq.
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in wengeance on their defencélefs thores. The fmall com,mug}_ngs .of
Dymc, Pa:ra:‘é’ha\rz, ang Tritza, uhxch formed the ergmal germ ojf
the Achzan Ie;guc, and were ever foremoﬁ. in prqmotmg the
1q;crcﬁs of civil hben.y and polmcal mdependancc had loft all thc,u'

braveﬂ youtbs in thc bloody battle of Scarpha:a. Thxa.dreadfn‘lh_

mxsfortune fo recently fuftained, filled them with _deep anxiety 2 and
melancholy forcbodmgs. They accufed each other as the autl_xors of
the calamity that had happened, and of flill feverer evils thag inevi-
ta.'bly awaited them. . Under this parowyfm of defpaxr, many fed
from ‘their habxtatxons, wandermg they knew not whither : Tome
went forth as if to denounce the enemies of Rome ; orbcrs affumed
branches of fupplicatory olive, to appeafe the conquenors 3 thougb no
Romans were at hand, either to hear accufations or to receive pen-
tions ; and others, fill more felly frantic, became their own exect~
noners, drownmg themfelves in wcﬂs, or throwing t themfelves f‘er
precipices, ‘The greateft enemy of Greece muft haye melted in pity at
{uch miferable infatuation and fuch horrid fuﬂ'ermgl, efpecxally of the
ﬁﬁoponneﬁans, a people a&uated by the mild as. weﬂ as manly vir-
tues, and ﬁngularly adapted to the enjoyment of rural life in all its
lmﬁnefs of conténtment and i innocency .

" "Meanwhile Mummius’ ﬁeet accompamcd by that of king Attalus,
landed in the Criflzan gulph, "His arm}' amounted to twenty-three
ﬁﬁouﬁnd infantry, w:th the bfdmsry propértion of horfe, befides a

bisd y of Cre&'n arch 3 aﬁ& a co;iﬁdcrable reinforcement of I’erga-

Kﬂ?mbé,_ com, "d by'q ggnemt famed Philopemen ; a pame

utfce“’ééﬁne&e& with ‘the théridian’ fory of Achaia,’ and now to be
hatpd” 51 e eterial’ ﬁmfet of that conf&dérdcy ‘

__s «m;afpre otk c&ﬁﬂ évcn before his whole forces had
Rt "%'&m ifthimie, Wit 10 brder Metéflus back into Macedon
hici: %e comanded. He¢ then advanced’ withla
oo i L8 "’",' el fieat'a plice cat’tecf f,edcopet'ra, 4nd the

# Conf, Polybius, L. xl ¢ 8. & L. v. . 106.
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pine-tree grove of Neptune, the {cene of the Ifthmian games, where
the firait, fifteen miles in leagth, contralts to five miles in breadth,
again opening as you approach Corinth and the immediate entragice
into Pe'oponnefus.. From his camp, Mummius fent forward a {mall
party of auxiliaries, who, forming an advanced guard, might watch
the motions of the enemy. But this duty was fo carelefsly per-
formed, that the Achzans iffued fuddenly from Corinth, furprifed
the auxiliaries now pofted a mile and a half before the Romax en-
campment, and carried back with' them five hundred fhields.as tro-
phi¢s of their vidory. Upon this flight advantage, the furious

‘courage of the Achzans blazed more fiercely than ever. - They de-

términed immediately to come to battle, and in full affurance of fuc-
cefs, their wives and miftrefles, for Corinth abounded in courtezans.
above all other cities >, were planted as fpeCtators of their prowefs,
on' the towering eminences which Pindar * called Nature’s bridge, in

‘the midft of the fea, for joining the ftates in the Peloponnefus with
thofé of ‘the noithern continent. Before they approached in-this

new conﬁdence, Mummms had quitted his camp, and:ﬁ;med his.

“order of battte, with proper detachments both of eavalry ad: infantry,
‘to be kept It referve, dnd to ‘affail the enemy’s flanks in the time of

a@ion. "In ¢énfequence’'of this judicious arrangement, " fothing
could be more natural than the event of the combat; by the wtack
in flank, firft the Ach®an ¢avalry, and thew the infantry, wete-to-
tally difcomfited ; moft of the unhappy fugitives Tought “réfuge
within the walle of Corinth, but Ditus, their wretched leader, &id
not ceafe from his' flight' till he reached Megalopolis in Arcadia.
There, his defpair purfuing ‘him, he murdered his wife; fet fire to
his houfe, and then, like Menalcidas, his rival in infamy; fwallowed
a dofe of poifon *,

¥ Ariftoph. in Thefmoph. v. 6$3. & . Paulunias, ibids c. t6. : 1 Polybits. 1. iii,

Strabo, . xii. p. §59. He calls the proﬂl- ¢ 33, Juftin, k xxxiv. c. g Velisins, Tona.
gate Comana, a little Corinth, ‘Tas.

3 Pindari Nemeor. Od: vi.

S C'orinth,’__
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Corianth, into which the routed Achaans had thrown them{glves, ¢ H, 4 P,
contained ample refources for fubfitence and defence. Its walls, XXiV.
ifdedd; exceeded eight miles in circuit, including thofe of the ci- m
tadel.! T4¥% citadel, which had never been taken withoyt treachery, ﬁﬁ]:;t‘“r)liuu.
fiood o a'high hill fouth .of the tewn, completcly fecuring it on é“)\r‘c‘”;:ﬂf
thay fide;-and on the three other fides it was defended by firong and ateal it
lofty swinpatts™.  From thefe ramparts, a wall two miles long ex- & """
tended"to the Criflzan gulph and the weftern harbour Lechzum ;
and another fortification, thrice that length, firetched in an sppofite
dire@ion towards the Sargnic gulph and the eaftern harbour Can-
chrez ; two valuable appendages, whofe commerce and cuftoms had
immemorially formed the {inews of Corinthian opulence®, The
city itfelf boafted an antiquity of nine huadred and fifty years, and
during the far greater par{ of that time had been the faple of ge-
neral traffic, into which the timidity of Greek mariners, who feaxed
.Qoubling Malea and Tenarus the fouthern capes of Peloponnefus,
poured the corn of Sicily, the {ilver of Spain, the perfumes of
Arabia, the fpices of India, the ivory of Ethiopia, the manufaGures
of Egypt, of Babylon, &nd of Carthage. The Corxm,hxans, befides,

.had many cyrious produtions, and many ‘valuable maaufaaures of
thelr own, It was their higheft glory that they had moulded the
aukward and unfafe veflels of antiquity into the convenient form of
Ayirgme gallies ™. The machine, by which the potter fathions the
maft common materials inta ufefulnefs and ¢legance, if not invented,
bad received its laft improvements from their hands®. Their fa-
btics of cloth were in general requeft, and they had contrived ya-
sieus combinations of the more pregious with the bafer metals, which
heing cheaper, - and not lels brilliant than gold itfelf, werc employed
by fculptors and carvers in the formation of that variety of cups,

% Cenf, Btraho,.l.vifi. p,262. & feq. form, Hiltory of Ancient Grecce, v.i. ¢ ;.

& Plusaxch. Apopth.Lamn‘ P 215, 3 Plia. N.H. xxav. ¢. 3 & 12, Cout.
» Strabo, l. vill, p. 378. Orof. L v. ¢. 8. L vii.c 56 & Strabo, L. vit. p. 303 Athgn
¥ Thucydid. & Dioder. See for their Deipa. L i. p. 27,
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cu AP, vales, and images in which the' Greeks o mugh delighted "vi- fan
xx1v. works of more refined genius, and the-higher kinds of {culptare ahd
~—==7 painting, the Corinthians were indeed furpafled by.feveral of their
neighbours, But riches had colle¢ted among them in waft abun-
dance what their ingenuity had been unable to create ;. and no city,,
not excepting Athehs itfelf, could thew a greater profufioniof ac-
knowledged mafter-pieces of art, than adarned the halls, temples,
theatres, and private dwellings of the wealthy Corinthians. .In ad-
dition to thefe circumftances, Corinth was famous from remote ages
for the 1fthmian games celebrated in its tergitary ; and fince its jung-
tion by Aratus to the Achzan league, had been regarded, for nearly
a century, as the head of that illuftrious confederacy.
Satk of In a place amply provided with all the accommodations of luxury,
ﬁ‘:;‘};‘,‘,ﬁ‘,fj it is not to be fufpeted that there fhould have prevailed any fcarcity
in point of neceflaries. 'The magazines of Carinth were in fa& well
ftored, and the Acro-Corinthus was impregnable. Yet fuch.was the.
terror into which unexpeced defeat threw its citizens, that many, of
them, at the approach of night, left the place in trepidation, in. cama
pany with the trembling fugitives who had efcaped from the field pf |
battle. In advancing fhortly afterwards to the gates, the config} WA
iurprxfed to find them open and unguarded. Sufpxcmus of aw
bufh, he did not enter them, it is faid, till the third day, cagiitias,
he was to take vengeance on a place. where Rome had been gasingly:
and repeatedly infulted in the perfons of, her ambafladors., Among
his it orders be commanded the maleg of , military age. tojrbe., Gplw
le€ted in the fpacxout fquares of the city, declaring that;the Coring,
thians only, and the ﬂqwes whom mey had armed in.theix. slafenca;
fhould be the objets of punithment.  Having made this difinGion
in favour of ftrangers, abounding:.in a place which allured shem
with fo many temptations, he fubje@ed the, captive Gorinthisnd!ite
military execution: their women and childzen were. them deegged

* Plin, xxxiy. 3, xxxvil. 3. Florus, ii, 16,

from
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from théir conpestments; and Yieaped topether in crowds to be dif-
pofed: of for {lavés, to the numerous traders who, with a view chiefly
to fuch urticles, azcompanied ancient armies. The foldiers were
then ‘conduced to'n general depredation of opulence antl of art, ac-
cumulated in:publie -dnd private edifices through a long {ucceflion of
ages;, 'Having fatiated rapacity, a blind revenge was next to be in-
dulged againft ¢ven inanimate objects: the walls of Corinth ‘were
demoliftied at the found of martial mufic, and the city being in dif-
ferent:patts fet on fire, the flames at length united in one gcneral
conflapration, which burfred fo violently, that melted maffes of va~
rious metals employed in works*public or ptivate, ornamental or
ufeful, are faid to have flowed dowti the fireets in many mingling
fireathy™: an extravagant exaggeration to explain the origin of what
is ¢illed Corinthian’ brafs;’ which'compofition, though ufually re-
ferted to'this period, retfiounted, as we hdve faid, to a far earlier
daté] and was the work not of chance, but of very ingenious con-
trivanee.

After the demolition of Cotidth, ft was' il‘cferrhméd that Thebés
andChalcis, which had joified in ‘thé fame cau(e, fhould fhare a
fimita¢ fate,' The Romans difmantled abd defpoxleﬂ thefe ¢ cmes, and

§

fuch exatples of fewerity, amidft the' wretchednels and defpondency

whith' gererally Waﬂeﬂ’ as wt haVe jule? fecn, in Pe]oponnefus,;

put & ¢hd - to'the Achzin leapiie, atid” ta¥midited’ the laft war “of
Craeditla wit’ %&&lf"ndd&ti‘keﬁ“’%ﬁxrd "cartied on, and both’
d:fgﬁccfmly’ahd ﬁﬁdoﬁﬂy%ﬁ%ﬁi‘d‘ed’ ﬁt{éé‘\{ﬂlgf‘ﬂ a&gf tl;e deﬁruc-
tionv8f-Cotinth, ¢ RoMard *tord mdnéf 1vea accordmg o
cuﬁmﬂﬂodi-ﬂ\e Yehate; to s M A Mudithids t‘fmen‘ counfeT and”
to m%& il the néct‘ﬂif“} aﬂ‘&bﬁtﬁteﬁwl}ér ré&ucm Grccce
intanolie femlef wprovitiee;: and® (henby Fubjectiing Th fotare’ thiit

onw:lwmmm"to the ' arbitrary #nd tiroft unjult ‘fentences’
of Romguttibuhaty ¢he Eﬁb}ﬁoﬂ"ﬁf pbtitans, and’the ‘tytanny of

& Plinckrdiv, o P, i 16,
: proconfuls.
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proconfuld, This.province veceived the name of - Aghaia,. becanl¥

.oviginally compofed ‘of “the. flates belanging to ithe Achzan league,

although it afteswards included notionty Latedzmeon in: Pelopers
nelus, which had feparated  from: that:Teague, but .all the flates be<
vond the illhmus, to the frontiers of Theflaly, hiftory oot .conde-
feending to riotice the time or sircumflances of the gradual extenfion.
Theffaly, on the other hamd, was: alcribed to the province of Ma-
cedon, to-which conntry, when it held the rank of a kingdom, the
Theflalians Kad long been fubjeét *.

The déftru&tion of Carthage precedeg about twe months that of
Corinth; and ‘it is worthy of remark, that thefe cities, a century
afterwards, were rebuilt in the {ame year by order of Julins Cafar,
and both -of them repeopled with Roman colanies .  The hiflorian
Polybius beheld'at a fhort interval of time the {moaking ruins of
hothi : for in the third or laft Punic war, he had accompanied his friend
Scipio Amiliznus, and continued during the whole courfe of it' to he
his principal advifer in every difficulty. Next to the general’s, his
glory was the greateft in the conqueft of Carthage; a Greek wriser
of good credit even extols his fame above that of Scipio himfelf1,
But his joy at the overthrow of this once proud capital; ififuch..a
mind could rejoice in vi@ory Bearing defolation in her train, was
foon converted into deep forrow at the fight of Corinth, the faisel
orpament of Achala, now proftrate in the dufl. Contrary ta:
peated admonitions, the Achmans had embroiled their affairswith
Rome, and-‘thereby provoked and precipitated theic wretched def-
tiny. Polybius’ hafty departure fromCarthage could not avail them.:
already Corinth was demolithed ; its’ furviving citizeasy gollefted in
half-dead heaps, waited’ the voice' of the crier .t bs!fold into. per=
petual fervitude 3 its plundered magnificenge andi inkfimphle:sred-
furcs of art were piled in huge mafles of indifcriminate ruin, or
fcattered in disjointed "‘fragments among the rude rapaciotis viftors,

* ‘Paufanias, Zonaras, Florus, ibid. # Paufanias Arcadic. ¢ 30,
¢ Dion. Caflius, L xliii. p. 238.
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Two. mafter pieces of painting, Hercules tormented by Dejaniry’s
empoifoned garment, and the: Bacchus of Ariftides, the perfeQion
of which had paffed into a proverb, Polybius faw degraded into dice
boards, ‘and rattling under the coarfe hands of legionary foldiers %,
The meaneft of thefe foldiers, indeed, knew as much of painting «.
the conful Mummiue. It is told that when he fent the moft ud-
mired produ@ions of Greece aboard the tranfports deflied to con-
vey them to Rome, he exa®ed a promife from the thip-mafters
that if they loft any part of the cargogs entrufted to them, they
fhould reftore new articles of the fame kind and of equal per-
fe€tion **: and when upon a meore difcriminate examination of the
booty, Ariftides’ pi@ture of Bacchus had been refcued from the
drunken gamblers, and fold by public auction to Philopemen, king
Attalus’ general, for the value of five thouland pounds, Mummios
fufpelied that fome fecret magical virtue muft be contajned in a fmall
ahd frail work bearing fo high a price : he accordingly gawe orders
that the fale fhould be cancelled, and the tablet tranfported not to
Pergamus but to Rome*. Pergamus, ‘howeves, obtained its full
fhare of the {poils, and continued to difplay them as its proudeft or-
aaments at the diftance of three centuries ./

: Bhortly after the defiruction of Corinth, ten commiflioners, fent
secording to cuftom by the fenate, arrived in Peloponaefus, to affift
the general in fettling the affairs of his province. A fenteace of
confifestion pafled oo the . propérty .of all concerned in & war which
-the Romansreated .as a zebellion. Am exception,; however, to this
hurfly deovee was made. in .favour of the children or parents of the
«degedfedrebels.  The eftate of Dizus, and his houfe in Megalopolis,
-to which he had madly. fet fire;, was ordered by the commiffioners to
‘be:exenipted front the geaeral {ale, and to bg beftowed gratuizoully

ko bing 1. xl. . # Plin, L.xxxv. 0. 4.
'Mﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁégﬁﬁ’. FAT * “Paufunias, ibid,
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CH A P. ot Bolybius, himfelfa native of that iy, But.Polybius feorned ahe
XX1¥. igvidious prefent, and perfuaded many; df his foiends (for ail-were
Y oot alike advifeable) to decline advantages procured at the expence of
their deluded and unhappy countrymen.  The wonth of. his cha-
raller appeared yet morc confpicuoufly in zepelling a firange accufa-
tion that had been urged by a namelefs Roman before the conful and
his affeffors,  This man, in the grofieft'abufe of vitory, had.claffed
Philopeemen and Aratus with the public delinquents in Peloponngfus,
and arraigned them as ftate criminals. Though perfonal punifh-
ment could not be inflicted, he infifted that their anniverfary honours
ought to be abolifhed, and their Ratues, together with thofe of
Achaus, their venerable precurfor, pulled down and removed from
Peloponnefus. He had prevailed with the judges; and the marble
monuments of thefe illuftrious pretors had already been tranfported
to Acarnania on their way to Rome ; but at the inftance of Poly-
bius the caufe was reheard, and in his famous pleading on this oc-
cafion, the oblBations of patriotifm and honour were founded by
him in fo high a ftrain, that the unwoithy fentence was reverled,
and men no longer branded as enemies to Rome, becaufe they had
been lefs zealous for the interefts of that foreign commanwealth
than for the fafety and independence of their native coume
try . By thus vindicating the fair fame of the dead, qujbms in-
dxrcaly benefited the living, The ftatues of Philopemen angidilh
while they adorne é‘g every city of Peloponnefus, remindedf
ans that they had once been a bold and free people ; andH
glorious monuments, could not fail to impofe fome falutary seftraints
on the Romans thespfelves, little influenced by juftice, but fill alive
to fhame and reproach.
His pree The exertions of Polybius were dire&ted to fill tore {ubfaotial
public fec.

Pers o fervices. The confiderdtion which, through. his authority with Sci-

Achaia

# Polybius, 1. xl. ¢ 2 & feq.
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pio, he enjoyed with every Roman of worth or dignity, and his c # A ».
intimate acquainfance with the interefls and feelings both of Achaia  xX1V.
and of Rome, made his. interference highly acceptable to the conful b
Mummius agd his afleflors, in the final arrangement of affairs.—~

Without any other commiffion than that conferred on him by viwe

voice of public refpe@ and admiration, he thus performed to general
~datisfaltion the difficult and’ delicate tatk of adjufting the political

relations between the two countries, in the manner beft calculated to
moderate.dominion on the one hand, and to reftrain rebellion on the

other. The fubfequent tranquillity,of Greece was thought to atteit

the efficacioufnefs of his labours. With this teftimony concurred

that of his nhumerous ftatues in Pallantium, Tegaa, Mantinaa, Aca-

cefius, and other cities of Peloponnefus, all bearing honourable in-
fcriptions, and particularly that ¢ Polybius formed the fole refource

‘of his country, amidft calamities which fhe had incurred by rathly

defpifing his advice *.”

When his abilities.were thus dexteroufly exerted, Polybius was in His futu-e
his fifty-fixth year, about which period of life the greateft proficient '“P°%:
in.the knowledge of human naturc fixed the age beft qualified for
offices of government in point of talents, experience, and above ali of
temper.- He lived to his eighty-fecond year, and died then in con-
fequence of a fall frgm his horfe”, The lalt twenty years of his
life were.decvoted to the compofition of his hiftory in forty books, of
which only five have come down'to us entire. gfhe fubjet of it is
10.explain how, from the commencement of th&Tecond Punic war,
theRomans in the courfe of fifty-three years made themfelves maf-
ters of the wosld. - In this expreflion, Polybiusidopted the language
of the.times, confounding the habitable world with the limits of
Romdn domialon, " Yet we fhall fee prefently, that amidft the crimes
and talamities o€ Greek kingdoms, a great Barbarian power arofe in

¥ Paufanins Arcadie. ¢. 37. “:Lucian in Macrob.
VoL, 11. 3Y the
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c H A p. the eaft, which fubfifted in vigour upwards of three centuries ; which
XXIV.  always defied and repeatedly difgraced the Roman arms ; and which,
having ufurped the wideft and richefl divifion of Alexander’s em«

pire, will appear, through fubfequent parts of the prefent work, in
all the gorgeous pride of Barbaric {plendour,



YROM ‘ALEXANDER TO AUGUSTUS.

CHAPTER XXV.

Piolemy Phyfeon and bis Minifer Hierax. — Diodotus® Intrigues in Syria. —
Antiochus VY.—=Confederacy of Pirates. — Their Traffick in Slaves. == Cor-
ruptions thereby introduced into Rome.— Diodotus, Emperor and King.~State
of neighbouring Powers.—Mithridates V. of Pontus.—A greater Mithridates
among the Parthians.—~Their Manners and Inflitutions.— Deferuction of the
Greek Kingdom of Baélria.~Reign of Mithridates 11. of Parthia.~Contem-

porary Greek Kings, their univerfal Infamy. — Pergamus and Cyrené bequeathed
to the Romans.—S8yria annexed to Armcuia. = Reign of Ptolemy Lathyrus.—
Arts and Letters.

HE battle of Antioch raifed Demetrius II. furnamed Ni-
cator, to the throne of Syria, on which his injuftice and
cruelty foon proved him unworthy to fit, and precipitated to an
untimely grave his partner in victory, Prolemy VI, furnamed Philo-
metor, the moft commendable in point of honefty and humanity of
all the Greek kings of the eaft. By his wife and fifter Cleopatra,
Philometor left behind him an infant fon, but had unfortunately
carried into Syria the flower of the Egyptian army, whofe prefence
in the neighbourhood of Alexandria would ha¥e been peccflary to
defend the rights of that ill-fated child againft his uncle Ptolemy
Phyfcon. This prince who, after difputing a great kingdom with
his brother, had never been fatishied with the award of Cyrené and
part of Cyprus far himfelf, entered Egypt with a band of Cretan and
other mercenaries, made his way by victories to Alexandria, gained
admittance into that capital, forcibly* efpoufed the widow of his de-
' Sororem natu majosam communi fratti nuptam, fibi aubere coegit. Valer. Marxim.
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ceafed brother, and, on the day of thofe abominable nuptials, flabbed:
the only child of Philometor in the arms of his mother Cleopatra *

This enormity formed a fit prelude to his bleody drama of twenty-
nine years, a length of reign which reproaches the cowardice of his
fubje@ts. Yet tame and foft as the Egyptians in that age are, de~
fcribed’, their oppreflions would have recoiled on the tyrant, had
not his good fortune procured for him the fupport of an artful and
able minifter. Under the impoflor Alexander Balas, we have feen
Hierax and Diodotus, two Syrian Greeks, commanding conjointly
in Antioch. The former of thefe Greeks, upon the ruin of Balas,
fought prote@ion and employmcent in Egypt. Phyicon, who knew
the fervices of Hicrax to one ufurper, thought him a fit inftrument
for the purpofes of another: he entrufted him with the chief direc-
tion of his affairs ; and amidft the capricious cruelties of the prince,
the government was upheld by the vigilance and energy of the mi-
nifter %,

While Hierax ated this important part in Egypt, his former aflo-
ciate Diodotus, furnamed Tryphon ¢ the luxurious,” diftinguifthed
himfelf ftill more confpicuoufly in Syria. The order of fucceffion
to that kingdom had been confounded inextricably by the ufurpa-
tion of Antiochus Epiphanes ; for the Syrians, through a miftaken
loyalty, were inclined to conftitute a title in confequence ¢f a fhort
pofleffion, and to maintain a right of inheritance in him whofe father,
however unjufily, had worn the crown. In this manner, Alexander
Balas, pretending to be the fon of Antiochus Epiphanes, had dev
throned the firlt Demetrius furnamed Soter ; a new pgetender, dea
riving defcent from Balas, might prove equally fuccefsful againft the
fecond Demetrius, notwithftanding his pompous title. of Nicatay,
Diodotus, who well perceived the practicability of fuch a fcheme),
contrived to get into his power a boy, the fon of, Balas, who:had

* Jultin, L xxxviii. c. 8. Jofeph. cont. ¢ Diodor. Excerp. p. 597.

Apion. L ii. p. 1365. & feq. 5 1 Maccab, c. 12,
? Polybius, L. xl. ¢. 12,

‘been
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been detained in the family of Zabdiel, the fame Arabian prince, who
betrayed and. farrendered the father., With this inftrument of fe-
du&ion in his hands, Diodotus rejoiced at the accumulating follies
by which Demetrius Nicator alienated all claffes of his fubjeéts, not
excepting the army. Trufting folely to mercenaries colle@ed chiefy
from Crete and other Grecian ifles, he difbanded the whole of the
national troops, who had hitherto been kept even during peace,
in -conftant ‘and full pay® Lafthenes, the leader of his Cretans,
trampled on the Antiochians afid other inhabitants of the Syrian
cities’. The Jews, a people inured to perpetual warfare, were
provoked to arms by ingratitude and perfidy. To procure their aid
during an infurre@ion in Antioch, Demetrius courted their high-
prieft and general Jonathan, with the promife of annexing to Judza
the three diftri@ts of Apherema, Lydda, and Ramatha, which then
belonged to the Samaritans ; and with the affurance of exemption
thenceforward from all kinds of tribute. But having reduced the
Antiochians by deftroying, it is faid, a hundred thoufand of thofe
induftrious though occafionally turbulent citizens, he violated his en-
gagements with the Jewith commander, and prepared to renew and
aggravate towards that nation the worft outrages inflited by his
predeceflors ®,

At this crifis Diodotus appeared, proclaiming the fon of Alexander
Balas, and the grandfon of Antiochus Epiphanes, as the rightful king
of Syria®. He was immediately joined by many privy to his con-
fpiracy; and rgradually reinforced by ihumerable malcontents, from
all.parts of the country, who' received their young' king Antiochus
Vi -undes -the: title of Epiphanés, . inhérited ffom his grandfather,
andthavef Baechus, béRowed on him b}y his adherents to exprefs his
fineeoubtenatité and elegant ﬁgure . Demeétrius was obhged to
ﬁéht‘foﬁ‘hbﬂﬂdo&. The lofs of a Battle néar Antioch compelled

¢ Jofeph. 1. xiit 0:3’: ' Liv, Epitom. 1, lii.
7 Diodory Excerp. p. 592. " Thefe titles appear o medals 3 - Jofe-
* Jofeph. Antiq. ), xiii. ¢.8 1 Maccab, c.11. phus. Antiq. 1 xiii.’ ¢. 9. calls ‘him 6e;,

L Agpian, de Reb. Syriac. ¢. 68. Tit. meaning thereby the god Bacchus.
him
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in his propofed partition of lands, was altogetner carelefs, forms in-
deed the main pillar of civil fociety: yet it cannot be doubted that
the accumulation of eftates among the few, and the confequent abufe
of exorbitant wealth, filled Italy with flaves inflead of citizens ; de-
firoyed the habits of rural induftry among the people at large ; and,
leaving only rich mafters at the head of numerous and profligate
fervants, gradually rooted out thofe middle claffes of men which
conftitute the beft hopes of every well regulated commonwealth **,
The fuccefs which Diodotus acquired by his Cilicians at fea, and
on land chiefly through his Jewith allies, eficouraged him to the exd.!
cution of a moft execrable proje&. This was to deftroy thc youth
whom he had fet up under the name of Antiochus VI. and to aflume
in his own perfon the fame royal prerogatives which he had exercifed
nearly two years for another. But an obftacle of no fmall moment
ftill lay in the way. The Jews, and particularly their prieft and
general, Jonathan, had efpoufed with equal zeal and fincerity the
caufe of the young prince. Accordingly, Diodotus perceived the:
neceflity of facrificing Jonathan to his hope of deftroying Antiochus
with impunity. For this purpofe, he decoyed the Jewith-cli
interview at Ptolemais, and there made him his prifoner, 4§
to death a thoufand foldiers by whom he had been efcorte@
thus got into his hands the ornament and defence of the m#tion, he
prepared to invade Judza with a great army, when, finding that
Simon, the laft of the A{monean brethren, had aflembled the people
in their temple, and aflumed, with general confent, the authority
recently held by captive Jonathan, he fent notice to the Jews that
their general had not been detained without good caufe; that he
remained however in perfeQt fafety, and would be immediately fet
at liberty, provided Simon remitted 3 hundred talents which Jonathan
owed to king Antiochus, and alfo furrendered the two fons of the
latter as hoftages. Though Simon faw the deceitfulnefs of this

® Plutarch in Vit. Gracchor.

propofal,
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propofal, he ventured not to rejed it, left he fhould expofe himfelf
to the imputation of indifference about his brother’s freedom ™, He
therefore fent the money and the hoftages; but no Jonathan came
back in return, Diodotus, on the contrary, while he kept the Jewih
captain in chains, approached Jerufalem with an army. Meanwh e
the heathen fortrefs there, being hardly prefled by Simon, could not
expe& any afliftance from Demctrius, who had quitted the firong-
hold of Seleucia for the more voluptuous city of Laodicza, and was
Jhere confoling himfelf amidft fealting and revelry, for the lofs of
half his kingdom. The Syrians, in their befieged fortrefs, contrived
means therefore of applying to Diodotus, who haftened to their
relief at the head of his cavalry.  His progrefs to Jerufalem was
interrupted by a heavy fall of fnow among the mountains north
of that city, which compelled him to retreat towards his winter
quarters through the land of Gilead. At Bafcama, in that dif-
tri&, his angry difappointment vented itfelf in the murder of Jona-

than®; and fhortly afterwards in that of Antiochus Dionyfus. To

fave appearances, the unhappy youth was fubjeted unneceflarily to 3
the opcration of cutting for the ftone™ : he died under the hands of a ¢

fuborned furgeon ; and Diodotus, with the name of Tryphon, af-
fumed the diadem, joining to the title of king that of autocrator * or
emperor.

This ufurpation he fucceflsfully defended againft the generals of
Demetrius, while that thoughtlefs prince remained ina@ive at Lao-
dicza, in the delirium of wine and pleafure. On an occafion when
the forces of Demetrius, commanded by Sarpedon, made an inroad
into the country between Tyre and Ptolemais, they were refifted
and put to flight by Tryphon, at the head of his garrifon from the

" 3 Macecab. c, xilis naturaily adopted by him, becaufe the initjals

» Id, ibid. = of his name, as guardian to Antirchu, VI,

¥ Jofeph. Antiq. L. xiii, ¢, 12. had already appeared on the coins of that

** Avroxgareg, habens per fe imperium, pe- ill-fated child. :
culiar to the coins of Tryphony was the more

VOL, II. 3% latter
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latter city. But the vi€tors, while they urged the purfuit, were
overwhclmed on the coaft of Ptolemais by a fudden inundation, occa~
fioned probably by the explofion of a fubmarine volcano ™, which,
on the return of the waves, left many of them drowned in hollows:
of the fhore, and mingled with vaft quantities of fithes which the
fca had difgorged. Tryphon was in .the number of thofe who
efcaped this memorable difafter, the fcene of which was quickly re-
vifited by Sarpedon. He received the fithes as a prefent from
hecaven, and performed grateful facrifices to Neptune, who, by fea-
fonably intercepting the enemy *, had averted the total deftru&ion
with which his difcomfited army was threatened.

Immediately on this event the Jews fent a crown of gold to De-
metrius. e granted what he had no power to withhold, complete
liberty to their nation, and contrated an alliance with Simon on
terms of perfett equality. Shortly afterwards, the heathen fortrefs,
overlooking the Jewifh capital, furrendered ; Simon, in a progrefs
through the country, expelled many hellenifing rebels from Gadasa,
ftrongly fortified Bethfura onthe fouthern frontier, and confiru&ed
the harbour of Joppa, a place forty miles-from Jerufalem, which
has continued to the prefent times the principal fea-port in Palefline,
As he maintained in all things the chara&ter of independent fove-
reignty, affumed in his recent treaty with Demetrius.y,-the Jews
ceafed to date their tranfaltions by the years of the Syrian kings, for
which they fubftituted thofe of their high prieft and prince¢ Simon ;,
a mode of computation thenceforward perpetuated wader his fuc-
ceffors,

At the zra of the Jewith emancipation from-the yoke of Syrid,,
the kingdom of the Greeks, which had once extemded from'.the
Zgean fea to the Indus, was reduced within very narrow limits,
The imperial diftri& of Syria Proper, and Antioch the /feat of. go-

4 Strabo mentions the fa&, . xvi. p.758. p. 333. The words however nfay be difec.
among other inexplicable phenomena. rently tranflated.

4 Ilozudaw ~eomaiw, Atbeneus, 1. vii, © * 1 Maccab, c. xiv. .
vernment,
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vernment, were difputed between Demctrius II. Nicator, and the
ufurper Tryphon. To fan@ion bis ufurpation, and counterbalance
the weight of the Jews, juft thrown into the feale of his adverfary,
Tryphon fent a fubmiilive embafly to the {cnate, breathing -ro-
feflions of unalterable fidelity, and conveying the prefent of a golden
vi®ory, weighing 10,000 aurei *, yet more precious for the work-
manfhip than the materials. The Romans did not reject a gift which
came in {o aufpicious a form, but agreeably to the favour which
they had thewn to Antiochus Epiphanes, they caufed the name of
his fuppofed defcendant, fhe murdered Antiochus VI. to be engraved
on the fatue of the godde(s”. In this manner they fhowed their
equal contempt for Tryphon and Demetrius Nicator, in whofe civil
war they had determined not to take any part.

. The Syrian competitors were thus obliged to look around them
for allies towards the peninfula of Afia Minor on one fide, and the
countries of Upper Afia on the other, It becomes neceflary, there-
fore, to review the ftate of the Afiatic powers that had been difmem-
bered from the empire of the Seleucida, in whoie revolutions the fate
of that much reduced dynafty continued thenceforward to be in-
volved. Towards the front of the peninfula Attalus II. ftill reigned
in Pergamus, but the enterprifing a&ivity of his youth began to be
followed by an indolent old age, and he totally religned himfelf to
the guidance of his favourite and minifter Philopeemen *.  Nico-
medes 1L, of Bithynia had dethroned, as we have feen, his father
Prufias the hunter, a_ tyrant equally contemptible and odious. But
the condition of the Bithynians was little mended by the exchange.
Throogh the [everity of his government, Nicomedes rendered him-
felfido unpopular-among his fubje@s at home, that he was ugable
to appear with any diguity abroad. While thefe pririces were pre-
vehtetdh by tudolence or imability from interfering.in foreign affairs,

= A batit 8,0c8}. in valde. 4 See al;ovc. I

« Diodot, Excerp, Legat: ' pi62g.
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very different caufes confined Ariarathes VI. to his domeftic con=
cerns in Cappadocia.  With unwearied diligence he impraved
the arts and indufiry of that wide inland country : the humanity
and love of lctters which he infpired into the upper claflcs of his
people, did not difqualify them for war, but promoted among them
difi.ofitions and habits effential to the beft enjoyment of peac:, and
hiphly favourable to the picfervation of it with all their neigh-
buurs . To the north of Cappadocia the yet obfcure kingdom of
Pontus had been fortified and extended by Mithridates V. a prine
of merit and addrefs, who appears to have held a peaceful dominion
over many Greek cities on the Euxine; particularly Sinopc, the
mother and queen of thefe cities, in which his far famed {fon Mi-
thridates VI Fupator was born and educated ™.

But fifty years before this extraordinary prince began to reign
towards the eaftern fhores of the Euxine, a king of the fame name,
and of a charaler not lefs enterprifing, had aflumed dominion over ‘
the eaftern fhores of the Cafpian. This was Arfaces Mithridates I,
fon of Priapatius, and the fifth king of Parthia, who mounted the
throne fhortly before the perfecutions and rapacity of Antiochus
Epiphanes had excited difcontents or rebellions in moft of the prb-
vinces of Upper Afia*, From this time forwards, the Parthian
Mithridates, in a reign of thirty-feven yecars, confemporary with
eight Syrian kings or ufurpers, had extended his authority from the
Euphrates to the Oxus. The vaft central province of Media, be-
tween the Cafpian and Perfian gulph, formed a province of his ems
pire . His armies frequently encamped on the great Aflyrian plain;
but this refpectable prince, who retained no mark of his Scythian
anceftry but dauntlefs courage and rapidity of conquelt, carefully.
refirained his fierce horfemen from entering the induftrious.and po~
pulous cities in Babylonia, particularly Seleucia, then containing

» Diodor. Eclog. iii. ex 1, xxxi. p.518. ¢, 6.

* Strabo, . xii p. 545. % Trogus in Prolog. xli. Orofius, v. 4
#* He was the &fth Arfaces. Jultin, L xI. # Juftin, ubi fupra,

upwards
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upwards of fix hundred thoufand inhabitants, The Parthians were
compelled to pitch their tents on the oppofite or eaftern fide of the
Tigris, at a place afterwards called Ctefiphon, which thus {from a
camp gradually rofe into a great city ™.

Before the reign of Mithridates in Parthia, the Greek kingdo v of
Ba@ria had fuMifted fourfcere years under two princes of the notie
of Theodotns, under Futhedemus the Magnclian, and his fon M-
nander, all of whom deferved renown in the arts of war and peace.
But the flream of their conquefis flowed cither to the remote reginns
of India, or to the unknoWwn deferts of Scythia. With Indiz they
alfo were conneted by a profitable commercial intercourfe, of which
the cities built by Alexander in the region of Paropamifus and on the
Indus fubfifted ** as convenient links. Mithridates of Parthia pro-
teted, encouraged, and extended arrangements, in confequence of
which his own kingdom of Parthia or Khorofan traded on onc hand
with Bucharia, the Bafiria and Sogdia of the ancients, and on the
other with Leflfer Afia and Syria. In the great fairs of Badtra and
Maracanda, the merchants of northern India exchanged the fpices
and gems of Hindoftan for the gold of Ethiopia and the filver of
Spain, The Cafpian gates, as we have above {een, formed the main
link of communication between northern and fouthern Afiay and in
the neighbourhaod of thefe gates the cities of Heraclza and Alex-
andropolis, founded by Alexander the Great, became importan,
ftaples; while Flecatompylos, at no great diftance ™, in the Proper
Parthia, rofe to a great capital, the proud feat of the Arfacide, in-
debted for its embellithments to commerce not lefs than to conquef.

Dutisg the reign of Mithridates, the Parthians maintained 2
friendly condeftion with the BeQrians, until Eucratidas, the fifth
king -of ‘Barin, 'was treacheroufly flain by his fon and fucceffor of

% Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 743. ¥ According to Pliny, 133 Roman miles
# We fhall fee below, that thefe flaples from the gatcs. N, H. L vi. ¢ 15.

Aousifhed to a much later perind,
the

541

CHAP.
XXV,
L

T covuec-
tio1. v sth
Battite—
ﬂ.;f\ (‘{ []A i!
it Jdom,

Michridates
levics waron
theparricidal
fon of the
Baétrian
king.



542

CHAP.
XXV,
b-"'-N

In his old
age unable
ta reflrain
the ficice
patlions of
his people—
the compofi-
tion of Par-
thian armies.

HISTORY OF THE WORLD,

the fame name. 'To avenge the blood of his ally, Mithridates levied
war on the parricide, and having ftripped him of fome of his pro-
vinces, and reduced him to repentance and {ubmiflion, accepted this
humbled prince in the number of his tributaries, ftill leaﬂvin'g to him
his royal title, fince the Greek king of Baltria was dethroned and
deftroyed by an irruption of Scythians ten years after the death of
the Parthian conqueror. To the praife of this conqueror it is re-
corded, that he was, alfo, an able legiflator. He colleGted, exa-
mined, and compared the inftitutions of all the various countries
which either ambition or curiofity had engaged him to vifit. From
the whole number he feleGted, and eftablithed among the Parthians
whatever appeared moft congenial to their charatter and moft con-
ducive to the public intercft. His juflice and clemency were not
lefs celebrated than his military {kill and valour ¥,

Yet this refpe@able prince, as he declined into old age, was un-
able to reftrain the evils inherent in all great Afiatic monarchies.
According to the principles uniformly adopted in that quarter of the
world, the dominant nation, whether Aflyrians, Scythians, Medes,
Perfians, or Parthians, always difdained to live on the foot of equa-
lity with the other fubje@ts of the fame common fovereign. They
fpurned the obligations of juftice towards thofe whom thcy deemed
naturally and effentially their inferiors. This tyranny &f nations
over nations, unceafingly prevalent in Afia, exerted itfs ith un-~
ufual violence in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of Mlthndatea,
who, as ‘he had fucceeded to the throne in advanced manhood, muft
have then been verging to the extremity of old age. But his Par-
thians were in the higheft bloom -of youthful profperity. They had
been formed, as we have feen, from a mixed affemblage of Sgythian
or Sclavonian tribes ; cach tribe confifting of warriors and herfemen
flaves to their chieftains, and of miferable peafants, who fometimes

# Diodorus Excerpt. de Virtut, et Vit. p. 597.
ferved
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ferved on foot, but who were of no account in the ftate or army ™.
With the growing profperity of the empire, thofe military flaves
continually augmented by purchafe and propagation as well as by
conqueft, and were trained by their mafters to war and horfeman-
thip not lefs carefully than their own children: the chieftains or no-
bility vied with each other in bringing to the ftandard of their king
well difciplined fquadrons, at once their property and their pride;
fo that Parthian armies amounting to fifty thoufand cavalry, fome-
times did not contain four hundred freemen. Uncouth as fuch in-
ftitutions may appear to the civilized nations of Europe, they long
prevailed in modern times among the Mamelukes in Egypt®: and
the founder of the Ruffian greatnefs, when he fet himfclf to improve
an empire comprehending the original feats of the Parthians, found
an army of 300,000 men, compofed of flaves of the nobility *°.
Although we have feen that agriculture and commerce were not ne-

gle&ed by the humbler fubje&s of Mithridates, yet the flower of his-

nation is defcribed as conftantly employed either in hunting parties
or in military expeditions, and always on horfeback, even in the
ftreets of their cities. On horfeback they vifited, feafted, and cele-
brated all their public folemnitics. Befides the equeftrian archers
who fought flying, and wearied out an enemy by often renewed
affaults, they had heavy cataphraés or cuiraffiers clad in the fteel of
Margiana, a province immediately eaftward of Parthia, armed with
long lances *', and bearing a wonderful refemblance in all points with
the chivalrous warriors of the middle ages. In thofe ages, the infli-

\
. . s
of this, the Sclavonian infantry madec ufe of

# Pofidoniys vel Trogus Pompeius apud
long rop¢s, with which they often canght

Juhin, L. %}, c. 32 Conf. Ammian. Mar-

cellin. . xxiii. ¢. 6. The fame maaners

evailed in the mic¢dle age: the flower of

b Sctivohiansfoliae dn horfeback, Leo.
- Imperat. Tiélig. & Procop. de Bell. Gothic.
Lii. & Liii. paim. Suidas in' the word
“Enges {dys, the Parthians collé@®ed the fong
reins of their bridles into a khot or heap,

which they threw at thesr enemiies, and rode

- offwith them thus entangled. In imitation

theivadverfaries in a running noofe. I’rocop.
iLid. Conf Jofcph. de Dcll. Jud. L vii. c. 17.
& Mauricii Strategicum, 1. xi. ¢. v, p. 273
et feq. edit. Shefler, Uplal, 1664.

# Pocock Prolegom. ad Abulphar. p. 7.

4 Schmidt’s Ruffi'che Gelchichte.

¢ Dion Calius, L al. p. 126, & feq &
Juftin, L sli. & xhi. paflim,
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tutions of knighthood, in which combatants entered the lifts on
horfeback with extraordinary fplendour, difplaying more extraord:-
nary addrefs and valour, is faid by an eminent hiftorian to have oc-
cafioned the predile@ion for cavalry fo long prevalent in mcdern
Europe* Dut as this predilection appeared ftill more confpicuoully,
and continued ftill longer among the Parthians, it ought to be re-
garded, not as the confequence, but rather as the caufe of knight-
hood, and other correfponding diftinQions, fince in Parthia thofe
only could wear the ring, the cin@ure, and the clafp, to whom
the king afligned fuch ornaments as rewards for equeftrian dex-
Among this warlike people, collected from rude clans intc
a great nation, fome honours alfo appear to have been hereditary.
There was an officer who alled as a fort of deputy to the king in
marfhalling the cavalry, and who was entitled by his birth to crown
every new fovereign. This officer was named the Surena*: his
dignity devolved from father to fon: when Parthia was governed by
weak princes, the power of the Surena proportionally rofe in the
fcale; and from his right of officiating at the ceremony of corona-
tion, we fhall find cxamples in which he prefumed to difpofe of the
monarchy.

In adorning themfelves and their horfes, the Parthians, as they
advanced in opulence, thewed the utmoft extravagance of Barbaric
Their drefs confifted in the tiara, the double tunick, and

terity )

fincry **,

themfelves confidered not as Parthians, who
had revolted from the Macedonian empi¥

> Robertfori"s Reign of Charles V. vol. i,
p. 163. Bvo edi.

* Procopius de Beli. Perfic. L i c. 17,
Conf. Ariltot. Politic. L. vii. e, 2.

-+ Dion. Caflins. Plutarch in Craflo. Am-
mianus Marcellius, L xxii. & 1. xxx.

 Julian in Panegyr. Conflant. He fays
they affumed all the magnificence of the
Perfians, wore the Median robe, were cloath-
«d in gold and purple; and affigns for the
reafon, 7o pn doxty adisasss Maxtdowy, ovareouy
3 if woxhi Cagiruar, ¢ They wifhed to have

but as Perfians ancient lords of Afia.” in
that quarter of the world, indeed, the vidtors
have generally conformed to the cuftoms of
the more civilifed vanquithed : the luxury
of the Parthians was borrowed from the
Perfians, as that of the Perfians from the
Medes, and that of the Medes from the Af-
{fyriuns. Xenoph. Cyropzd, 1. viii. c. I.
Diodorus, 1. v. ¢.

the



FROM ALEXANDER TO AUGUSTUS.

the large pantaloon inclofing the legs and thighs*’, and defended
towards the extremities with bufkins of red leather, often ftudded
with pearls, On public occalions they affumed the candys, which
the Medes had borrowed from the Aflyrians ; a foating, refplendent
robe, whofe lateral openings allowed free motion to the limbs, and
difplayed the richnefs of their inward attire embroidered with gold,
and dyed of various colours”.  Their cinctures, befpangled with
gems, are compared by the poets to the flowery meadows of Sicily?.
Bracelets, necklaces, and ear-rings, were oflentatioufly worn by
men *: whereas women gould derive but little pride from female
ornaments, being debarred from all public affemblies, and condemued
to that humiliating fervitude *® which univerfally takes place wherever
polygamy prevails. Yet the {ternelt dominion of hufbands or maf-
ters, the kings of Parthia often exercifed over the braveft warriors and
proudelt nobles. Whoever among them offended the king had his
head and right hand fevered from his body*. Terror was the
principle of the government ; ignorance, prefumption, ferocity, and
unbridled luxury were the national charatteriftics; and a people,
who obeyed only through fear, could not fail to domineer without
mercy, when, having become the great paramount power in Afia,
they were entitled, according to received maxims in that quarter of
the world, to fpurn all nations as their vaffals.

The Greeks and Macedonians, from the contraft of perfons and
manners, were the moft expofed to the vexations of thofe tyrants,
and the leaft calculated patiently to endure them, They communi-

¢ The watups. Vid, Hefych. ad voe.  * Juftin, 1. xli. c. 3.

Sarabara, and the reverfe of a gold medal( st Strabo, ). xv. p. 734. Conf. Pofido-

of Auguftus, with the legend * Signis re<! nius apud Athen. Dexpn p- 192. The phi.
ceptis,”” apud Vaxllznt Hiftor. Arfacid.' lofophic hiftorian Pofidonius had treated

p. 176. ;

 Chares Mytclenem apud Athen, L iii.
]uﬁm. I xb. e 4.. Ammian Mzrcellm.
1. xxxiii. ¢. 6.

“ Claudian de Rzptu Froferpine, . ii.

v. 94. |
© Chares & Marcellin. ibid.

VOL. 11,

4 A

copioufly of Parthian cuftoms and manners.
From him and Apollodorus of Artemeta
have been handed down many notices re-
maining on that f{ubje®. Conf. Athe-

‘nzus, l."xi. p. 466. Strabo, 1. xi p. 516.

& Juﬁln, 1. 11". e 2.
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ncighbours, had written to the principal kings in the Eaf, to refpect
the independence of their friends and confederates”. In the liit of
princes to whom thefe letters were addrefled, we tind Ptolemy VII.
of Egypt, Attalus 1I. of Pergamus, Ariarathes VI. of Cappadocia,
Mithridates V. of Pontus, Mithridates I. of Parthia, and Demetrius II.
of Syria. The name of Demetrius could not fail to prove offenfive to
a brother who had ufurped his throne. The affiftance of the Jews
was accordingly reje&ed by Antiochus, who, with his Greek forces
alone, affaulted and took Dora. Tryphon efcaped by fea to the
ncighbouring ftronghold of Orthofias im Pheenicia; Antiochus in-
vefted and made himfelf mafter of that place: but his vitim again
eluded his grafp by fcattering money, it is faid, in the way of the
horfemen who were fent in purfuit of bim*,  He reached in fafety
Syrian Apamza, near to which, in a caftle called Secoana, he had
been born and educated.  On this his natal ground, he either laid
violent hands on himfelf, (for his ftory is differently told), or was
put to death by his purfuers . He had reigned two years in the
namec of a boy, Antiochus V1., and four years in hisown, The few
places which held out for him, fpeedily opened their gates to Antio-
chus VII. now hufband of Cleopatra, and undifturbed mafter of the
kingdom.

It was natural for a young prince, whofe defigns had advanced
during two years on a flowing tide of profperity, to think no under-
taking too great for his abilitics and good fortune.  Mithridates 1.
king of Parthia, had died full of years and honour. His fon Phra-
hates 1I. fucceeded to the throne. He continued to treat Demetrius
with the indulgence hitherto fhewn to that captive prince: but the
pride and prefumption of the Parthians knew no abatement. Antio-
chus conceived hopes of levying war with more fuccefls than his
brother, againft that tyraunical nation. He had an army of Euro-

7 1 Maccab. c. xiv, x7. % Appian de Reb. Syriac. ¢. 70, Strabo,
¥ Frontin. Stratag. L. ii. ¢ 13, L xvi. p. 752. Jofeph. Antiq. 1. ziii. c. 7.

pean
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pean Greeks at his difpofal, of which his brother had been deftitute; ¢ u A p.
and the unceafing vexations of the enemy would procure for him  XXV.
formidable auxiliaries among the nations of Upper Afia. But before =_——
his preparations were in readinefs for marching to the Eaft, it was
recommended to Lim to difarm the Jews, a ftubborn domeftic foe.
This undertaking was committed to his general, Cendebaeus, who
commanded on the fea coaft. Simon was prevented by old age
from taking the field ; but his fons, Judas and John, approved them-
felves able prote@ors of their nation®; and the freedom of Palzftinc
had lefs to fear from open enemies than from concealed traitors.

The leaven of hellenifing brethren ftill fubfifted in the country, Affnation
and even in the family of the high-prieft, whofe fon-in-law, Ptolemy, §>moaed

his two fons.
(for this apoftate had affumed a Greek name), at an entertainment Q'™
given in the caftle of Jericho, where he commanded as governor, B.C. 135
affaflinated Simon, together with two of his fons, Judas and Matta-

thias. The emiffaries of the murderer haftened to Gadara, to take

off John, the only remaining fon of Simon, after which Ptolemy

hoped, in right of his wife, and by the good will of Antiochus, of

whom he was ready to acknowledge himfelf the vaffal, to appro-

priate all the opulence and honours belonging to the Afmonzan

family. But the vigilance and dexterity of John defeated his machi-

nations, and obtained for himfelf” the office of high-prieft and
general, which his father had filled, eight years, with unblemithed
integrity and confpicuous abilities.

Meanwhile, Antiochus, as if he had been privy to and approved The third
the blow ftruck by the execrable Prolemy, invaded Judza, and be- ‘fi';,{‘f,’,’;,.
fieged the capital. The king, however, who was rather prompted Puiaty t©
by shefe arqund:him, than himfelf hearty in thie war, and who burned VIL
with impatience for his Parthian expedition, liftened to propofals of

peace from the Jewifh high-prieft. A tribute was impofed on thofe

 Jofephus Antiq. I xiil. c. 8. 3 Maccab. ¢ Jofeph. Antiq. l. xiii. c. 8. 1 Maccab.
€. XV, ¢, xvi,

citics
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cities and diftricts which Simon had added to the proper territory of
Judza ; and John, who in the courfe of the Parthian warfare, was
fhortly to be diftinguifhed by the epithet of Hyrcanus, accompanied
at the head of his countrymen the ftandard of Antiochus into Upper
Afia®,

Immenfe preparations had been made for this eaftern warfare, and
the army was the moft numerous and the moft fplendidly equipped
of any that had taken the field fince the brilliant years of Antiochus
ITL furnamed the Great. The fighting men amounted to eighty
thoufand, and their followers of all defcriptions exceeded three times
thatfitfmber. Hiftorians expatiate particularly on the bulky retinue
of vice and folly by which the camp was encumbered ; muficians, dan-
cers, ftage players, buffoons, and all thofe beautiful outcafts or alluring
warblers of the female fex, who fubfifted by the proftitution of their
talents and of their perfons®. The gold and filver, the refplendent
tiffues and coftly luxuries, many of them.brought from the extremi-
ties of the eaft and fouth, which enriched the tents and tables of the
Syrians®, afford a convincing proof that inceflant but petty wars had
not entirely fufpended the extenfive commerce carried on through
central Afia.  Notwithftanding partial examples to the contrary,
induftry and the arts were exempted from mercilefs-depredation,-and
temples, the fafeguards of peaceful intercourfe, were in. general re-
fpetted by invading conquerors, In proceeding to Mefopotamia,
Antiochus purfued the northern route, and being joined' by many
Babylonian malcontents, croffed the Tigris into Atyria, “watered by
two rivers, fancifully called, as we have legn, the Wolf and' the Boar.,
On the former of thefe rivers, the Parthians had affembléd in great
force under Indates, the commander entrufted on: that fide with the
dcfence of the empire. Afier two partial encounters, a general ene

€ Jofeph. Antiq. 1, xiii. ¢. 8. 1 Maceab. c. 10.. Valerius Maximus, L ix. e. .

e xvi. “ Athen. Deipn. L v. p. 210, & L.
.‘3 Jﬁﬁin’ ll XXXVHia Ce IV, OrOFXUS’ l- Ve P' 439' & L Xii' P. 540. p -

gagement
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gagement enfued ; the Barbarians were put to the route; a Greek

trophy adorned tne banks of the Lycos®; where Antiochus halted’

the firft two days of Pentecoft, at the requeft of John, the Jewifh
prieft and general ; a condefcenfion which indicates that the Jews,
as on many former occafions, had confpicuoufly fignalifed their
prowefs in this decifive vitory. On nearly the fame ground Alex-
ander had finally vanquifhe'd the Perfians. Equally triumphan,
Antiochus haftened into Media, and received its willing fubmiffion.
As he approached the Cafpian fea, Phrahates and his Parthians fled
before his vi€torious arms; and the general of the Jews being fent
with his detachment into Hyrcania, immediately contiguous to that
fea, made {o rapid a conqueft of the country, that the epithet Hyr-
canus, is faid thenceforward, by way of honour, to have adhered to
his name of John *,

After thefe events, all is confufion or obfcurity in the reign of
Antiochus the Hunter, His forces, however, we may difcern, were
cantoned into numerous and fmall parties *’ over the vaft countries
which they had overrun. In their winter quarters, the commanders,
and particularly a general of the Greek name Athenzus, indulged
them in the utmoft licence of rapacity and cruelty. They were at-
tacked on all fides at once, with as fealonable co-operation, as if a
confpiracy had been formed againft them by the vi&tims of their op-
preflion, Phrahates, with fuch troops as had accompanied his flight,
returned to avail himfelf of the misfortunes of the enemy. He en-
countered Antiochus as that prince haftened to remedy the diforders
produced by the mifcondu& of his generals; and the Syrian king
was either flain in battle®, or put to death after defeat®. or died in
defpair by his own fword ™, or threw himfelf headlong down a pre-

% Jofephus, I. xiii. c. 8. 7 Diodor. Excerp. de Virtut, & Vit.
“ He is called, however, Hyrcanus by way p. 603.
of anticipation ;before this expedition; the  * Jofeph. ubi fupra.
name, as we have feen, was before known % Eufeb. Chronic. Conf. Athenzus, 1. x.
among the Jews, and the origin of it is p. 430
doubtful. Vid, Dodwell de Cyclis Differt.ix. 7 Appian. de Reb, Syriac. ¢, 68.
7 cipice,
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cH AP, cipicé ", Thefe, and a ftill greater variety of contradiCory reports,
XXV. mutually difcredit each other ; and the evidence of more authentic
hiftory concurring with that of Syrian coins, proves that Antiochus
{till lived and reigned the year following his defeat by Phrahates,
and was flain two ycars afterwards in an attempt to rob the temple
of Nanza,
§lain in This obfcure goddefs fhould feem to have held her feat among
::::ﬂp:}',zg the defiles of mount Zagros. Antiochus, on pretence that he came
el gi to betrothe her, entered the temple flightly accompanied, to receive
mount Z:g- her accumulated opulence by way of Jdower. But the priefts of
Nanza having fhut the outward gates of the facred inclofure, opened
the concealed doors on the.roof of the temple, and overwhelmed
the king and his attendants as with thunderbolts from on high; then
cafting their mutilated remains without the walls, thus awfully an-
nounced to the Syrians who waited his return, the difafter of their
king, and the terrific majefty of the goddefs ™,
srrupuons of 1 be circumftance that enabled Antiochus to rally, after he had
Scythians.  peen difcomfited by Phrahates, was a fpdden irruption of Scythian

§i{:’§i— Nomades. A horde of thofe Scythians, we are told, had been in-
B.C.130— vited into the fervice of Phrahates to countera® the Syrian in-
et vafion . They came, however, too late ; and, on this account, their
ftipulated pay was denied them. But independently of this ground
of quarrel, the thepherds in Turan always hung, as in ambufh,
over the hufbandmen in Zrgn; and whea an opportunity offered,
were ready to pour down on them in mercilefs defolation. On the
prefent occafion Phrahates II. and his follower Artabapus II. were
in the courfe of four years their fucceffive viQims; and in the
Extin@lionof middle point between the deftru@ion of thefe princes, the Greek

the Greek

llt;ngdom of kingdom of Ba&tria was, in the year 136 befm‘g the Chriftian zra,
a 1

Olymp.  fmally demolithed and {wept away by Scythiaas from beyond the

f;l"é' 3.6, Jaxartes, divided into various tribes, under various unconth appelia-

" E,m‘ Hi&or' Anlmlc lo lb 0‘ }4! _’: 3 Maccabi CI i- _’ Jnﬁn’ l. ﬂii’ 19’ 1!
_tions,
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tions %, 'This defolating irruption is attefted in the annals of China ™
as well as in thofe of Greece; a coincidence in remote fources of
"information the more fatisfattory, becaufe the learned author who
firft communicated the Chinefe teftimonies appears to have been
wholly ignorant that they confirm notices in Strabo the Greek geo-
grapher ™,

The eaftern dependencies 'of Battria fubfifted to a much later pe-
riod under the government of Greeks. The diftri@ of Badak-
fhan, two hundred miles caflt of Baftra or Balk, was governed by a
family claiming defcent frqm Alexander the Great even to modern
times: and the hilly country of Bijore, the Bazira of Alexander,
contained a tribe which, towards the middle of the fixteenth century,
continued to boaft the fame origin”. How far the moft civilized
nations of Afia were indebted to thofe Greeks in matters of litera-
ture and f{cience, it is not ealy to determine. “Some aftronomical
inftruments, found anciently in China, and placed in the cities of
Pekin and Nankeen, are faid to have been of a conftruion unfit
for ufe in thofe places, but to have been accurately formed for the
37th parallel, the latitude of Balk or Ba@ra™. As the ancient hiftory
of the Hindoos is wholly involved in fable, no fatisfactory informa-
tion can be obtained from that fource. Yet whoever confiders their
abfiract philofophy, fo unlike to all other produttions of their own
genius, and fo fimilar to metaphyfical refinements, often growing
out of the Greek. tongue, will be inclined to fufpett the originality
of the Hindoos in thefe nice fpeculations, and to refer their high
literary attainments. to & later period than that ufually affigned
them ™

" 'I'aehﬁ &&umh. &e. Strabo, t.xi.  ® Barrow’s T'ravels in China, p. 2g0.
1% 17 PO » Compare the fpeculative do@trine of the
» uonﬁ' de Gqﬁ ’%s Mem. furla Bac- Hindoos as ftated in the Ayeen Acbery,
triane il Mém.’de PAcaden, des Inkript, sranflated by Mr. Gladwin, with the account

vol, xlil, Bvopdits - of ,Greek phnlocl‘ophy in Hlﬁory of Ancient
» Btrabo, ihid. Greece, vol. iii, c. 32, and in my New Ana-
% See R.enmll s Memdir, 3& edite p» 161, lyfis of Arifotle’s fpeculative works, with
165, 201, fupplement,
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cu ap. Inthe invafion of Parthia, the Syrians had fought for conqueft,

xxV. and were defeated; but the Scythians, though viGorious, aimed
S only at plunder. Having fatiated their rapacity, they marched
TofPar  homeward; and when the paffing hurricane had fpent its force,
faces IX.  Mithridates, a name propitious to Parthia, on fucceeding to his fa~

32’5‘“’, ~ ther Artabanus, collected the firength of his nation, and again con-
o :4_ folidated his kingdom. This fecond Msthndatcs rivalled the firft in
s the length and fplendour of his reign*. It lafted thirty-lix years;
in the courfe of which time he recovered the former poffeffions of
the empire, and even extended them on the {ide of Armenia, and is
therefore diftinguithed on his coins and in hiftory by the title of
Great ; atitle, thus beftowed on the reftorer, which with more pro-
priety might have been conferred on the founder of the Parthian
greatneft. A hundred years before the reign of Mithridates IL in
Parthia, Aatiochus IlL of Syria aflumed, for a ﬁq;i;ﬁpr Mn the
{ame boaftful appellation ; but of all the kings who'elther in ancient
or modern times have been denominated Great by their contempo-
raries, the title, when not melted into one word with the name, has
uniformly adhered to the Great Alexander only : his matchlefs glory
alone fuftaining the weight of fo lofty a diftintion.
Demetrivs  The invafion of Parthia by Antiochus VIL which ended in the
e enonns death of that enterprifing prince, was the laft attempt made by-any
Oy of the Seleusidz for reforing the fplendour of the Syridn monarchy.
cnhug 3 " His brother Demetrius 11, efcaped from Parthla, amidﬁ the con-
O ilGons of that kingdom, and recommenced a reign of fovr years,
equally turbulent at home and inglorious abroad. Joha Hyzcanus
returned alfo from the Eaft. The interefts of his country were ever
uppermoft in the mind of Hyrcanus ; and frqtn thll period he can-
tinued to govern the Jews twenty-two ygars, mth a policy not lefs

glorious than his prowefs in combating the Parthians *

* Juftin, L xlii, ¢. 3. & Porphyr. m ¥ Joleph. Antiq. L xjiie ¢ 3 18
Grec. Euftbian. A
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. Shortly before Antiochus’ expedition into Upper Afia, Attalus II.
kmg of Pergamus, died of old age, Ariarathes VI of Cappadocia,
fell in the field of battle, and Hierax, the able minifter of Egypt,
perithed by the cruel arts of hie mafter . From this time forward,
in Syria, in Egypt, and in every other Greek kingdom, there was
a rapid deégeneracy in charater flill more than in fortune; and the
corruptions by which all of them were undermined before theit final
ruin, juftifies the boldeft but moft difgufting of all metaphors by
which royal vices have been branded *.

Attalus IIL of Pergamus was either a madman at'the time of his
acceflion, or driven afterwards into madnefs by his execrable crimes.
He was the fon of Eumenes, elder brother to the late king, and in
gratitude to that prince, named as heir by Attalus II. in preference
to his own children®. But he had no fooner mounted the throne,
than he ftained his palace with the bloed of his neareft relations and
the belt friends of his family™. He then fecluded himlelf from
public view, totally neglected the care of his perfon, and affuming
a fordid habit, fpent his time in cullivating a garden ftored with
poifonous plants, which he fent as ptefents to thofe who had the mif-
fortune to be numbered. among his friends . From fuch a prince,
no attention could be expe&ed to affairs forcign or domeftic. His
mercenaries, and thefe who eqmmgnd,ed them, were mafters of the
kingdom._ Wl;cn Axtdun grew tited of gardenisg, he betook hjm-
{elf 1o the ocoupation of a founder, His Taft pré&u&xon in that line

was a brazen mgnmneut to his mother Stratonied, for he affefted the
N*U Gf I’hﬂome{or, Qnd Qetﬂetrafed Iomeof his worlt cruelties on
ptetente of revenging the ‘murder of that priricels, who had died
th‘kongh’ minﬁrmltm incidént ‘to old age. In cafting th¢ monu-

a. qmmmay o0t of the cancale of Alexander’s once flou-
ﬂf empire.” Platarch in Alexand.

afcriba che* B
*vkompr dmhan'y % Phutarch. de Fratern. Amor.
vt s ok vt Potybid o, ¢ 13, - % Diodot. Etcerp.. de Vistar, & Vie
‘“The!ﬁ&%f'hcm“ﬁ Beleucide p. Gor. .
ms 3nd venomous reptiles growing  * Jultin, 1 x3xvis 0 4o, )
432 nient
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the work, is faid to have thrown him into a fever, which deftroyed -

.him in feven days, after he had named the Romans for his heirs ¥,

Of this ftrange deftination the fedition of the Gracchi, which then
raged at Rome, prevented the fenate from adopting proper meafures
immediately to avail itfelf. Ariftonicus, whom his partifans called
the fon of Eumenes, profited by the delay. This pretender, born
from the davghter of an Ephefian mufician, had never been ac-
knowledged either by his fuppofed father Eumenes, or by his uncle
Attalus Philadelphus, or by his brother ®Attalus Philometor. Yet
hatred to the Romans, and averfion to a foreign yoke made many
among the Pergamenians defire him for them . His caufe
was warmly efpoufed by the Phocwzans; he ’" igd’ ‘onghold of
Leucz, in the ncighbourhood of Smyrna ; ,,r efs muluphcd his ad-
herents ; the Thracians, greedy of plundegf*flocked to his ftandard ;
he acquired a fleet and army; and, though oppofed at fea by the
Ephefians, and at land by forces from Pontus, Bithynia and Cappa-
docia, countries in alliance with Rome, he in little more than a
twelvemonth made himfelf mafter of all the principal cities in the
kingdom. At length the Romans, who had hitherto countera&ed
bim only by embaflies to their allies, fent into Afia Licinius Craffus
with an army. This conful, odious by his feverity and rapacity,
was {urprifed, defeated, and made prifoner in the neighbourhood
of Elza, tHe principal fea-port of Pergamus. His prefeace of mind,
however, faved him from the difgrace of falling into the cruel hands
of the vitor. By piercing the eye of a Thracian, who condu&ted
him to Ariftonicus, he provoked the barbarian to difpatch him with
his dagger *°.

Perperna, fucceflfor to Craffus, did not allow the enemy long
to enjoy his triumph. He attacked him unexpefedly in the dif-

" Joftin,ibid, Conf. Strabo, L. xiv. p. 646, % Tit. Liv, Epitom. L. lix.
& Plutarch in Tibes. Graccho. * TFrontin. Stratagem. 1. §: C: 5. Florus,
“ Jullin, 1. xxxvis ¢. 4. L. ii. ¢ 20, Valer. Maxim, 1. iii. ¢. 2.

trict
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triét of Stratonicza, befieged him in that city, into which hé had ¢y a p.
thrown himfelf after the rout of his army, compelled him to fur-  XxV.
render at difcretion, and fent him in chains to Rome *. The Pho- m
cxzans, his abettors, narrowly efcaped a fate not lefs dreadful. They g)l‘nm;.
had ftrenuoufly aflifted Antiochus the Great ; they had fupported the B.C. 1z0-
claims of the impoftor Ariffonicus. The fenate, exafperated bv

thefe provocations from fo {mall a ftate, had determined totally to
extirpate their name and nation. But the warm int-rpofition of
Maffilia in Gaul, a colony of Phocza, and which had hitherto fub-

fifted on the moft friendly’ footing with Rome, had the giory of

faving the former republick from deftru&tion, and of refcuing the

latter from the difgrace of committing a moft execrable enormiry ™,

The Romans, indeed, at this time, muft have been familiar with

crimes, fince the war being again kindled after the departure of Per-

perna, Aquillius, who fucceeded to him as conful, fubmitted to

the infamy of reducing feveral Pergamenian cities, by poifoning*

the fountains which fent them their only fupplies of frefh water,

Befides Nicodemes 1I. of Bithynia, whofe afliftance feems to have

been of little importance, both Mithridates V., of Pontus, and Aria-

rathes VL of Cappadocia, contributed their beft fervices towards an-

nexing Pergamus to Rome. They were both of them refpetable

princes, and wanted not penetration to difcern the ambition of the

great Weftern republick, but difcerned alfo their inability to refift it.

The king of Cappadocia perithed in the defeat. of Craflus ; the king

of Pontus thared the viGory of Perperna, and was rewarded by the

fenate with the gift. of fome diftrits in Phrygia *, the refumption

of which by the Romans afforded, as we fhall fee hereafter, matter

of bitter complaint to Mithridates VI, Eupator, his immediate
fucceffon

# Conf. Florus, 1. §. ¢. 20, Plutarch in ” Juftin, 1. xxxvii. ¢, .
Tiber. Graccho, Veligius Pstercylus, L ie  ® Florus, L ii. ¢, 20,
¢ 38, Valer, Maxinus, L. iii. ¢. 4. » Juftin, L xxxviie ¢ 1.

The
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The rewards due to Ariarathes, confifting in {ome contiguous por-
tions of Lycaonia and GCilicia, were beftowed on his family; a
flourithing family of {ix fons, under the guardianthip of their mother
Laodicé, who, by the will of her hufband, was left regent of the
kingdom. But this flagitious woman, with a view to retain power,
poifoned five of her fons before they attained the age of majority.
The fixth was faved by the interpofition of his relatives, and the
loyal folicitude of the Cappadocians®. Upon the conviétion and
punithment of his unnatural mother, Ariarathes VIL. aflumed the
government *, and fhortly afterwards mlarried the daughter of Mi-
thridates V. of Pontus®, named alfo Laodicé, a name, as we fhall
fee hereafter, ever inaufpicious to the fortunes of Cappadocia.

During thefe tranfactions in Lefler Afia, Ptolemy Phyfcon pur-
fued his mad career in Egypt with fuch intolerable cruélty, that his
fubje@s were at length driven into rebellion. We have feen his
bloody marriage with his brother’s widow Cleopatra. This princefs
was repudiated to make room for the daughter of her firft marriage
named alfo Cleopatra, whofe chaftity Phyfcon firft corrupred before
he thought fit to raife the harlot to his bed®*. With fcenes, how-
ever abominable, confined within the walls of the palace, his fub-
je&s cared not to interfere; even his open violations of thofe laws
which prote& perfonal fecurity, had been endured without refiftance
by the multitude, while the higher ranks in Alexandria, among
whom the philofophers and men of letters are particularly fpecifieds
betook themfelves to a voluntary banifhment into thofe countries of

“ Afia and Europe, where the Greek being the prevuﬁng langnage,

their talents and induftry might procure them a livelihood.  Yet
Ptolemy’s profligacy and bru&ahty had., not .obljterated the remem-
brance that the patronage of letters formed the hereditary diftin&ion

» Juftin, ibid. ® Valer. Mazim, L ix. ¢, 1.. Joflin,
% Strabo, I xii. p. 540. L, xxgviii. ¢ 8,
# ‘Jaftin, ibid.

of
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of hisfamily, He had ftudied under the critic Ariftarchus *, he ad-
mired the philofopher Eudoxus, bis hberahty had been unbounded
towards the fophift Eparetus. He himfelf affe€ted the praife of li-
terary accomplithments; and could find amufement in acquiring
‘them, amidft purfuits of the moft contrary nature . Accordingly he
is faid to have regretted the irkfome folitude to which his tyranny had
reduced him, and to have fpared no pains either to bring back *he
fugitives, or to attra& to Alexandria new inhabitants of a delcription
not lefs refpetable *,

While he was thus employed in repeopling his -capital, commif-
fioners came to him from Rome, fent, according to the policy of that
flate, to infpe at proper intervals the affairs of allied kingdoms.
The commiffioners confifted of the younger Scipio, of Mummius
and Metellus, all three perfons of the higheft dignity, and Scipio, in
public eftimation, the firft man in his country, In their reception,
und the entertainments which accompanied it, the king difplayed. all
his magnificence, and made profeflions of unbounded refpeét ',
Notwithftanding his unwieldy corpulency, he accompanied.the com-
miflioners on foot, that they might view the ornaments of the city ;
on which occafion Scipie whifpered into the ear of the philofopher
Panztius, the only friend who attended him in this voyage, * the
Egyptians have to thank us for giving their king the exercife of
walking **”. The perfon of Ptolemy is reprefented as a fit recep-
tacle for the monftrous mind that inhabited it **. He was of a thort
ftature, a deformed countedance, and in the enormous trail of his
belly refembled rather a hog than a man ; his body was of immeafurable
compafs, and he coveréd it with garments fo thin and. tranfparent, that
they feemed only calculated to difplay. his difgufting nakednefs*”.
S'uci & k'xag even the Egyptians. failed not to contraft with the mo-

» Athcnmus, S P70 ey Plu;m:ch Apophth.
e Id. L ziv. ps 654.- * Athenxus, . xii. p. 549,
* 1d, ibid. 1 Juflin, ). xxxyiii. c. 8,

*: Diodorus Excci‘p P 629,
deflv
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defly and dignity of Scipio; and the remonftranees of the illultrious
Roman feem to have procured for the people, his admirers, a confi-
derable mitigation in their fuffecings. But thortly after the ftrangers
had left him, Ptolemy renewed his barbarities. The Alexandrians
murmured and began cven to threaten refiftance. To difarm their
vengeance, he caufed a fudden maflacre of their young men, ia the
place of public exercife.  This enormity infpired the citizens with
fury. ”’Ihey flew to arms, attacked and overpowered his merce-
naries, and were in hopes of deftroying him in the conflagration of
his palace, when they learned that, in company with his queen the
younger Cleopatra, and bis {fon Mgmphites by the elder, he had em-
barked for Cyprus, the moft confiderable of his dependancies **°,

By the voice of the Alexandrians, which was not oppofed in any
part of the kingdom, the elder Cleopatra was fet on the throne of her
abdicated hufband. This was an event which Phy{con had not fore-
feen. He doubted not but one of his fons by that princefs would
have been named for his fucceflor. Memphites the younger he had
therefore carried with him to Cyprus.  The elder, whofe name is
unknown, was his viceroy in Cyrend. This unfogtiaate viceroy was
fent for, and landed in Cyprus only to meet the hand of an af-
faffin ', Upon intelligence of his murder, the Alexandrians teftified
their rage againft the tyrant by deftroying bis ftatnes ; an a& which
he afcribed to the refentment of the queen regent, for the lofs of her
fon. Asin this point of maternal affeGtion fhe had thewa herfelf
vulnerable, the monfirous father cut off thechead of her younger fon
Memphites, a boy in his fourteenth year, and inclofed it in a cafkez,
that it might be delivered to the mother on the apniverfary of her
birth-day ***,

The horrid prefent changed a day of Tejoicing into melancholy
lamentations, which, beginning from the palace, filled the city of

*® Tit. Liv. Epitom. i, lix. Orofius, L. v.  ** Diodorws Excerpt. p. 6oz, 'fV;b;.

c. 10, Mazim. & Tit, Liv. ibid
 Jultin, 1, xxxviii. ¢. 8,

8 Alexandria.
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Alexandria"™. The inhabitants refumed arma under Marf{yas, whom
the queen had conftituted her general, determining with one accord
to refift the invafion of Phyfcon, who, they were informed, had rein-
forced his armament in Cyprus, and colle@ed a large body of
mercenaries in order to recover his capital. Thefe forces landed in
Egypt, under Hegelochus, who, having provoked Marlyas to battle,
put his arrivy of Alexandrians to the rout, and made captive*nhcir
commander. In this extremity, however, the queen regent, now
fhut up in Alexandria, applied to Demetrius 1L king of Syria, who
had ‘married, as we have foen, her eldeft daughter, informing him of
the murder of her two {ons, and affuring him that if he could bring
any confiderable body of men into Egypt, he might make himfelf
mafter of the kingdom. Demetrius complied very unfeafonably
with this propofal ; for his bad government had rendered him odious
to the Syrians, and his marriage with Rhodoguna in Parthia had
mortally offended his queen. Confident, however, in the ftrength
of his mercenaries, and efpetially of fome bodies of Greeks recently
returned from their Parthian warfare, he negle@ed the rifing fedition
at home, marched towards'the Egyptian frongier, and laid fiege to
Pelufium**, But before he had gained poffeffion of that key to
the country, the citizens of Antioch and Apamea, flill infe&ed
with the leaven of Tryphon'’s party™, broke out into open re-
bellion. Left their example might be followed throughout the
kingdom, Demetrius raifed the fiege of Pelufium, and haftened
back into his own dominions; upon intelligence of which move-
ment, the queen regent of Egypt embarked with all her trea-
fures, and failed ™ to Prolemais in Syria, where her daughter,
wife to Demetrius, had long held her refidence. By the flight of
bis rival from Alexandria, Phyfcon recovered poflellion of that

~= Laouor; ibid. Tryphone, &c. Tryphon was {lain twelve
 ‘Jofeph, Wotiqe Jod. 1. i, c. 9. years héfore.
" This cao be the oly meaning of Jultin,  ** Jofeph. ibid.

L xxxix. ¢. 2, Aatiochenfes primi, duce
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Alexander fhewed confiderable ability in counterating the machi-
nations of his adverfaries ; but ftill more fignalized his clemency in
pardoning fuch traitors as the chance of arms, at any time, put into
his hands. On regaining Laodicea, he fpared even Aatipater, Clo-
nius, and Zropus, three of his confidential friends who had confede-
rated to betray him. This forgiving difpofition proved highly
conducive to his affairs. Through love for his mildnefs and benig-
nity, many, who well knew him for an impoftor, were yet zealous
to abet his ufurpation'*,

The misfortunes of Alexander proceeded from a quarter the leaft
fufpetted, the fame hand which had raifed him being fuddenly
exerted to pull him down. Ptolemy Phyfcon, with the caprice na-
tural to his charader, entered into an alliance with Grypus'’, and
gave him in marriage Tryphana, one of three daughters born to him
by his niece Cleopatra. The nuptials were celebrated with due pomp.
Tryphana brought for her dower a reinforcement of her father’s
mercenaries. Alexander was driven to the .neceflity of fighting a
battle, in which he was entirely forfaken by his good fortune. He
fled with a flender train from one city to another, and endeavoured
haftily to colle&t fuch fupplies of money as would procure for him
a comfortable retreat in Greece, in which country, then @joying
undifturbed quiet under the government of Rome, he had purpofed
to lead a life of philofophy and happinefs, bidding for ever adieu to
the empty purfuits of ambition. But, with a view to this defign,
he was tempted to lay hold of rich treafures in one of the temples at
Antioch. The priefts raifed .he cry of facrilege. A tumult enfued;
Alexander fled precipitately, and, to efcape his purfuers, beteok hime
felf to unfrequented paths, among which, being encountered by a
band of robbers, who recognized him, he ended his life by poifon’*,

1 Athenxus, 1. v. p.217. Conf. Diedor.  ** He feared, the banditti, to make their
Excerp. p. 603. own peace, would furrender him to Anglor-
**' Phyfcon found Zebina lets fubfervient chus. Diodorus Excerpt. p: 604. -]unfn',
to him than he exped@ed; hiftory afigus not b xxxjx. ¢. 2.
any particular ground of offence.

8 Thus



FROM ALEXANDER TO AUGUSTUS.

Thus died Zebina, the fon of a broker of Alexandria, who, for
nearly fix years, had filled the throne of the Seleucida.

The deftruion of this rival infufed new boldnefs into Grypus,
and determined him to rebel againft the haughty diQates of his
mother. To cure this wound to her ambition, Cleopatra had re-
courfe to the moft nefarious praQices. Befides her fon by Alexander
Balas, flain in childbood by Tryphon, and her two fons by Demetrius
II. Nicator, the elder of whom fhe had murdered, and by the
younger of whom fhe now thought herfelf flighted, fhe had a fourtn
fon ftill remaining, the frait of her marriage with Antiochus VII,,
Sidetes ; and who, being {cnt by her for education and fecurity to the
republick of Cyzicus in the Propontis, is, from this circumftance, dif-
tinguithed in hiftory by the epithet Cyzicenus, joined to the here-

ditary name of Antiochus™. As Cyzicenus was feveral years

younger than his brother Grypus, Cleopatra doubted not to find in him.
more unbounded compliance with her will ; fhe determined therefore
to cut off the one, to¢ make room for the fucceflion of the other.
With this execrable purpofe, fhe offered a poifoned cup to Grypus,
as he returned warm from exetcife. But apprized of the treachery,
her fon begged leave to pledge ber; and when fhe refufed to drink,
produced the evidenees of her guilt, and forced her to fwallow
the mortal draught™*. 'Thud perithed Cleopatra, wife to three
kings; the mother alfo of three, who reignedin her lifetime ; and of
Cyzicenus, a fourth, who mounted the throne of Anatioch eight years
after her death.

Duriag this period of eight years, Syria enjoyed profound peace
at-home and abroad. The limits of the kingdom were indeed greatly
contraéted, but Antiochus VIII. Grypus, r¢igned without a rival ;
and, in this; eceffation of foreign wars and domeftic fedition, diftin-
guifhed bimfelf only by the luxury of his entertainments and the
fplendour of his°feftivals, The games which he celebrated at Daping,

'3 Jofephus, 1, zili. ¢, 10. " Juflin, L. xxxix, ¢. 2. Appian. de Reb. Syriuc. r. 68.
the
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the Olympia of Syria, rivalled thofe exhibited half a century before
his time, by Antiochus IV. Epiphanes. Grypus had alfo affumed
this boaftful title: and, like the firft who wore it, is pourtrayed on his
coins under the figure of Jupiter ftretching forth garlands of victory.
Hiftory has handed down the name of Apollonius among the lying
flatterers whom he pampered, and that of Diogenes, a philofopher of
Babylon, among the unfortunate viims of truth (poken with un-
courtly freedom"*’,

Meanwhile, Cyzicenus, the half-brother of Grypus, as he advanced
into manhood, became the object of jealoufy and perfecution. The
dangers which he apprehended to his perfon, feemed to leave him no
alternative betwecn a crown and a grave™. We know not what
refources he might derive from the private inheritance of his father
Antiochus Sidetes; but that unfortunate prince, the laft of the Se-
leucidz who fhewed any love for glory, had left many partizans in
Syria; and the circumftances of a neighbouring kingdom tended at
this jun&ure to’reinforce their numbers. Ptolemy Phyfcon had
reigned twenty-nine years in Egypt, without exhaufting the patience
of Lis fubje@s by his bloody tyranny, aggravated by beaftly profli-
gacy. He died unmolefted in his bed, bequeathing the kingdom of
Cyrené to a natural fon, Ptolemy Apion'”, that is, the flender, a nick-
name directly oppofite to that impofed on the fawollen father. To
his queen Cleopatra, Phyfcon left his kingdom of Egypt, ordering her
to affociate in the government whichever of her two fons, Lathyrus
or Alexander, fhe thought fit to prefer'”. The queeir had as little
maternal feeling as her ruthlefs fifter, whole monftrous cruelties have
recently deformed the annals of Syria. But ambition made her pre-
fer the younger of her fons for a partner in power; and to prevent

oppofition on the fide of his brother Lathyrus, the had contrived to

5 A chehwns. Mithridat. ¢, 121.
v Tuftin, L xxaix. c. 2. ' Paufanias, Attic,
' Id. 1. xxx'x. ¢, 5. Appian. de Bell.

fend
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fend this prince, beforc his father’s death, as viceroy into Cyprus, an ¢ A p.
employment confidered by him only as an honourable banithment, XXV.
The Egyptians, and particularly the citizens of Alexandria, efpoufed W
the intereft of Lathyrus, and loudly demanded that notwithftanding Latbyrus.
the capricious deftination of Phyfcon, and the unjuft optiou of Clco-
patra, the legitimate heir to their monarchy fhould be called to
govern them. Cleopatra yielded reluctantly o the torrent, and, "c-
fore confenting to the coronation of Lathyru«, at Memphis, required
him to repudiate his prefcnt wife, and marry her younger fifler '™,
Of thefe fucceflive wives of Lathyrus, both daughters to Cleopatra,
the elder is only known by that appellative common to fo many
Egyptian females of the royal blood; the other was named Selene,
and-being a woman, as will appear frem her fubfequent hiftory, of
fingular addrefs and {pirit, was prebably on that account felected by
the queen-mother, to whom fhe was totally devoted, as the fitteft in~
firument for governing the mind of Lathyrus.

With this queen-mother, the Jews cftablithed in Egypt had long Cyicenns

. . . ot - . s takes the
been peculiar favourites.  Two individuals of that nation, Chelcias gelg againtt

his brother
Grypus.

counfellors and generals, and the prime direCtors in all her affairs. (Vo
They reprefented to her that their countrymen in Paleftine, {o often B.C. 1:3.
infulted by the Syrian kings, were in danger of a new invafion on
the part of Antiochus Grypus. To avert this evil, it was neceflary
to abet the caufe of Cyzicenus. The divorced Cleopatra, now ufeful
to the views of her mother, was therefare fent into Syria, to become
the bride of that prince, with a body of troops from Cyprus for her
dower ',

Among the firft incidents in the warfare which followed, and yuig e
which ig very imperfe@ly related, Cyzicenus gained pofleffion of ¢cutions of

Cleopatra

Antioch ;. and, after defeat in an engagement, made good his retrcat and Triphx.
. . . . < g . , na refpec-
to that city, in which, as a place of fafety, he left his newly married tively wives

and Ananias'”, fons to the high-priclt of Heliopolis, were her

» Juflin, L xxxix, ¢ 3. ¥ Jofephus, L xiii. ¢, 10, 2 Iulin, 1, x3xix. c. 3.
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wife. Dut while he rallied his broken forces, Grypus affaulted and
recovered Antioch, Triphzna attended Grypus in this expedition.
The eldeft daughter of Phylfcon, Triphana, had now at her mercy
an afpiring fifter, who in marrying a pretender to her hufband’s
throne, had prefumed to become her rival.  Ig. the rage of wounded
pride, fhe thirfted for Cleopatra’s bload ; and when Grypus warmly
oppofed this fell purpofe, the thought'his expreflions keerer and
ftronger than any that bis cold compafiion was likely to diate. She
imperioufly demanded that her rival in love as well as in power
fhould be fubje@ed to her vengeance. Her impious orders were
more impioufly executed ; fince Cleopatra, being purfued into the
moft vencrated fantuary of Antioch, her arms, while they clafped
the divinity of the place, were hacked in pieces by the miniftems of
her ruthlefs fifter '™, 'The mangled princels expired in imprecations
for vengeance againft prophaned religion and parricidal murder.
Her prayer was heard; for fhortly afterwards Cyzicenus, having
reaffembled his forces, gained a decifive victory.. Tryphzna was
taken in the rout, and facrificed to the offended manes of Cleopatra **;
Grypus retreated to Afpendus in Pamphylia ; while his vi¢torious
antagonift, under the title of Antiochus IX. Philopator, eftablithed
his auihority over the greater part of Syria™.

Iis alcendency in power only difplayed the worthleflnefs of his
charaCter. Equally carelefs of the affairs of war and government,
the new king of Syria indulged in the loweft pleafures, and delighted
in the bafeft {ociety. The iatervals of grofs bodily gratifications
were filled up by liftening to the jefts of buffoons and beholding the
tricks of jugglers. Puppets and automata *** formed a favourite
amufement. His molt royal fport was hunting, but cven this was

9% fuflin, L. xaxix. c. 3 fcholar of Ctefibius who lived down to the
1 1d. ibid. reign of Prolemy Phyfcon, compofed two
% Appian. de Reb. Symac. ¢. 69, Conf. books on the fubje& of Automata, ~The
Jofeph. 1. xiii. ¢. 10, fkill of philofophers was thus made fubfer-

** Diodorus Excerpt. p.606, Hero, the vieat to the childifh amufements of tyrants,

purfued
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purfued capricioufly and vilely. He would often rife in the night, c H AP,
and fally into the field with a few of the meanelt attendants. He  XXV.
thus narrowly miffed, on repeated occafions, paying the forfeit of
his folly to boars or panthers ‘*,

While Cyzicenus was thus idly employed in Syria, Grypus, in ﬁffgif?f,f?fbc.

lefs than twelve months after his retreat, returned from Pamphylia tween hun

. . » . . « d ;"
with an army which the proper application of the treafures tr.af- "(l)'}),,,(,;;,’ plise

ported with him rendered numerous and formidable. Such ar icaft gf‘a‘;”.
it appeared to his brother, who abandoned to him the principal di-

vifion of the kingdom, and retreated into Ceelefyria. Grypns, fen-

fible of the difficulty of penetrating into this intricate territory, liltened

‘to a compromife founded on a treaty of partition. ‘According to

this treaty *’, the Greater or Upper Syria, with its capital Antioch,

was refigned to Grypus. Cyzicenus was thenceforth to reign at
Damafcus in Ceelefyria, two hundred miles diftant from the refidence

of his brother.

The vaft dominions of the Seleucida had been gradually reduced, 7The territo-
as we have feen, to a fingle kingdom. That kingdom was now di- {)lxcr:tggn}ahccur'
vided between two hoftile brothers, and even their refpeive fhares f}‘,iclfﬁl,fl’,'xh_
had fuffered great defalcations. In the northern part of the country >
a diftin& ftate had fprung up in Commagene **, the diftri& contigu-
ous to the Euphrates. On the fea coaft, the cities of Tyic and
Sidon had refumed their ancient independence '**; and, in the South,
the Jews, under the bold and able Hyrcanus, were formidable enc-
mies to the new kingdom of Damafcus, on the territories of which
they had already made deep encroachments. To extend their fuc-
cefs to the original limits of the Holy Land, Hyrcanus, in the
twenty-fixth year of his adminiftration, fent his two fons, Arifto-
bulus and Antigonus, to lay fiege to Samaria'®. This place, long

rival to Jerufalem, was now chiefly inhabited by Syrian Greeks, and

* Id. ibid. p. 607. 14 Appian de Bell. Mithridat.
w Jofephus, 1. xxx. ¢. 10, & Porphyr. ' The avruema atiefted on medals.’
Fragment. Eufebian. * Jofephus, 1. xiii. ¢. 10.

YOL. 1L, 4D feemed
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feemed to Antiochus Cyzicenus the firmeft bulwark of the pofieflions
ftill remaining to his family in Paleftine. He therefore haftened to
the defence of Samaria, but being defeated in battle, he implorzd the
aid of his neighbour Ptolemy Lathyrus, then reigning in ¥gypt
conjointly with his mother. Lathyrus, without confulting that prin-
cefs, fent to him a reinforcement of {ix thoufand men. But this
fuccour not anfwering his expeQation, he retired impatiently to
Tripoli, leaving his forces under the command of Callimander and
Epicrates, of whom the former was flain, and the latter corrupted.
Through the treachery of Epicrates, Scythopolis and other ftrong-
holds fell into the hands of the Jews. Samaria furrendered after
fanding a year’s fiege ', Its inhabitants were enflaved ; the city
was defolated and demolifhed ; and the Jews thus obtaining fecure
poffeflion of the neighbouring territory, Ariftobulus, who in little
more than twelve months fucceeded to his father Hyrcanus as high
prieft, aflumed the royal diadem, and was the firft king that reigned
in Paleftine in the courfe of nearly five centuries after the fad =mra
of Babylonith captivity’**. His dominions did not entirely com-
prehend the three diftris of Judwa, Samaria, and Galilee, fince
feveral cities on the fea coaft which, amidft the diftra@ions of §yria,
had thrown off the yoke of that kingdom, either ereted themfelves
into republicks, or fubmitted to domeftic tyrants. In the number of
the former Ptolemais deferves particular mention, on account of tranf-
a&tions which will prefently be related,

The afliftance which Lathyrus had afforded againft the Jews, pro-
voked much refentment in his mother. 8he determined to precipi-
tate him from the throne, and to advance in his flead her younger
fon Alexander, then governing in Cyprus. For. accomplifhing this
defign, the had recourfe to a ftratagem equally cruel and perfidiovs.
Her eunuchs fallied from the palace of Alexandria fseaming with
blood, and imploring the aid of the citizens againft Lathyrus, * whom,

“ Jofephus, I, xiii. a. 30. “ Ibids ¢ 13.
2 at
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at the price of their wounds, they had hardly been able to reftrain
from the crime of parricide.” An infurreion followed ; the palace
was affaulted ; Lathyrus, informed of his danger from the enraged
tultitude, fecretly efcaped by fea, while his brother, as had previ-
oufly been concerted, arrived from Cyprus, and took on him the

143

government **,

“The revolution in his favour had been effe@ted, however, m.rely
through the deluded paflions of the capital, and was not gencraily
abetted either by the ftate or army. Lathyrus having failed to
Cyprus, was acknowledged in that ifland ; and the forces ient to
reduce him, immediately came over to his party. Mafter of Cy-
prus, and of an army thirty thoufand firong, he watched an oppor-
tunity of returning by force into Egypt. Ulnder thefe circumfances
Ariftobulus, king of the Jews, after a reign of two years, was fuc-
ceeded by his brother Alexander Jannaus, who determined to re-
duce the independent cities on his fea coaft. He began by befieging
Prolemais. The citizens of that place, while they availed them-
felves of the ftrength of their walls, looked around for foreign al-
fitance. The Syrian brothers Grypus and Cyzicenus had renewed
hoftilities with each other, and neither of them could be expeGed
to befriend Prolemais, which had revolted from their family. In
Egypt Cleopatra, who allowed to her fon Alexander only the name
of king, confidered the intercfls of the Jews as her own. Some
feeble aid might be afforded to Psolemais from Sidap and Gaza, cities
which had formed themfelwes into republicks, and from Dora and
Cazfarza, then called the tower of Straton ; which two places, und..
a ehief namved Zoilus, had. afferted independance, and were vefolved
t0 maintain it againft both Jews and Syrians. But the chief hopes
of the befieged city refted in Prolemy Lathyrus, who, upon the firft
invitation, failed with a powerful armament to itsrelief. The mag-
nitude, howewver, of this armament, rendéred its afliftance fufpi-

¥ Paufanias, Attic. c. g

4D2 ciovs;
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cious ; and Demznetus, a favourite demagogue, affured his fellow
citizens, that, on pretence of defending Ptolemais againft the king of
the Jéws, Lathyrus had come with no other view than that of con-
quering it for himfelf. Upon his arrival on the coaft, the Jewi(h
army had raifed the fiege ; but the gatcs of the city were kept fhut
againft its deliverer. Stung with this affront, Lathyrus embraced
the hottile refolution that had been unwarrantably afcribed to him.
One part of his army he left to befiege Ptolemais, while the other,
which he commanded in perfon, marched againft the king of the
Jews .

To this latter meafure he was inftigated by Zoilus, ftyled tyrant of
Dora, and by the citizens of Gaza; and further ftimulated by the
treachery of the Jewith king, who, while he implored peace from
Lathyrus, fecretly negociated a war againft him with Cleopatra, his
mother and moft relentlefs enemy. But this perfidy recoiled on the
traitor. Lathyrus purfued him into Galilee, ravaged that diftri&,
took and plundered Afochis, and totally defeated the colleGed forces
of the Jews in a great battle on the banks of the Jordan. , The con-
queror urged his advantage with blood-thirfty vengeanee againft a
people peculiarly obnoxious to him. Thirty thoufand; another re-
port fays ffty thoufand Jews, perifhed in the rout; aad the blunted
weapons of the purfuers dropped from their wearied hands before
they hearkened to the cries for quarter, Even the harmlefs villages
on the Jordan, teeming with women and children, efcaped not the
mercilefs havock. Lathyrus ordered them to be defolated with
fhocking, and almoft incredible, eircumftances of cruely ',

Meanwhile, Cleopatra had affembled a great army under the Jews
Chelcias and Ananias, her favourites and generals, that they might
march to the affiftance of their countrymen. She herfelf failed
to Prolemais, ftill befieged by part of the forces of Lathyrus.
Her arrival caufed the fiege to be raifed ; but the Ptolemzans, as fufe

- Jofephus, . xiii. ¢, 19, * Id. ibid.

picious
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picious of Cleopatra as under like circumftances they had formerly ¢ i a p.

been of her fon, refufed to open their gates to this new deliverer.
Cleopatra, with the aflitance of Ananias, determined to vanquith
their obftinacy. Ptolemais was blocked up by fea, and invefted by
land **°; fo that in the courfe of three years the fame city was af-
failed by three mutually hoftile armies.

Another divifion of the queen’s forces marched under Chelci:s to
the encounter of Lathyrus. But the Jewith general dying in this
expedition, Lathyrus availed himfelf of the confufion or defpondeucy
thereby produced in the egemy, to advance haflily towards Egypt,
hoping to find its frontier garrifons fo much drained by the forces
fent into Paleftine, that they would be unable to refift him. Being
difappointed, however, in this expeQation, he thought proper, be-
fore his mother’s forces could refume a pofition for intercepting him,
to return towards Gaza, and to throw his army for the winter into
that friendly ftrongheld. Meanwhile Ptolemais furrendered to Cleo-
patra. Her hoftile fon had not ventured to keep the field. She
was abfolute miftrefs in Paleftine. Alexander Jannzus came to her
with his prefents, thanking her for the deliverance which fhe had
wrought for him, and craving the continuance of her prote&ion.
On this occafion, Cleopatra’s Greek courtiers exhorted her to feize
the perfon of the Jewifh king, and te take polleffion of his country.
But the influence of Ananias '’ prevented her from liftening to ad-
vice, with which, odious and infamous as it was, Cleopatra might
eafily have complied without difgracing her character. Having con-
cluded a treaty with Alexander, the-continued in Paleftine to watch
the motions of her fon, mor theught of re-entering Egypt until that
prince had failed for Cyprus.

Upon her return to Alexandria, Cleopatra treated her younger
fon Alexander with fuch indignity, that he fled fecretly from her
prefence, determining thenceforward rather to lead a private life in

¢ Id. ibid. " Jofcphus, 1. xiii. c. 13.
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t Ql

exile, than to bear the empty name of king in his native country
About the fame time {he learned that a common eamity to the Jews
had occafioned a clofe friendfhip between Lathyrus and Antiochus
Cyzicenus. A treaty was in fa@t concluded between thefe princes at
Damafeus, by which the former was to be affifted by the whole dif-
pofable force of the latter, in a new attempt to re-enter the kingdom
from which he had been expelled by the criel artifices of his mother.
To ward off this blow, Cleopatra fent into Syria her daughter Selené,
the wife whem fhe had firft forced on Lathyrus, and of whom fhe
had afterwards as forcibly deprived him.. This princefs, a dexterous
and ready infitrument of Cleopatra’s ambition, was o marry Grypus,
the perpetual rival of Cyzicenus, and by exciting a new war between
the brothers, to create fuch troublefome employment for the younger
in Syria, as fhould prevent him from afhifting Lathyrus in his pro-
je&ted invalion of Egypt'. The intrigne fucceeded to Cleopatra’s
wifh, and Lathyrus’ enterprize was again difconcerted. But his
mother, as fhe faw the Alexandrians, the moft unruly gestier of
her fubjects, unwilling to obey her government, unlefs fupygediby
one or other of her fons, was reduced to the neceffity aﬁw
the younger from his voluntary abdication"*°, He yxc!damh
lu@ance to the conditions with which fhe flattered him; ,*éfcemg
that he fhould be again mortified by affronts or encosmyilled by
dangers.

Amidft incrgaling diforders ia Egypt and Syria, Ptﬁémy Apion
died childlefs at Cyrené. He was on the father’s fide brother to
Lathyrus and Alexander ; but the animofitics betwsen thefe princes,
their odious or contemptible charadters, and the profligate ambition
of their mother Cleopatra, who tyranifed over the one after perfe-~
cuting and expelling the other, made Apion overloek the claims of
both, in the deftination of his kingdom. By a formal teffament,

¥ JuRin, L xxxiX. ¢ 4. ¥ Juftin, ibid.
9 Tit. Liv. Lpitom. 1. Ixiii.

he
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he declared the Romans his heirs, as the ancient or moit re(peGtable
allies of Egypt, of which Cyrené, fince its conqueft by the firlt Pto-
jemy, had been regarded as a dependancy. The Romans, fill
ftuaned by the invafions of the Teutones and Cimbri, and foon af-
tersvards called to engage in the Marlic and Mithridatic wars, did
Bot think proper for twenty years to avail themfelves of this bequeft
in their favour, otherwife than by declaring the Cyrenzans a ‘.ee
people, exempt from every foreign jurifdi¢tion, and fubje& only to
fuch regulations as might beft {uit and pleafe them™'. In confe-
quence of this meafure, diffentions arofe between the capital Cyreneé
and the four other commuaities originally forming the Pentapolis, at
the fame time that each city and diftri@ in the country became a
pre); to demeftic faltions. To remove thefe evils, the Romaus, as
we fhall {ee, at a time more convenient, reduced Cyrenaica into a
province.

Aantiochus Grypus had not been long united to Selené, when he
reaped the birter fruits of that marriage in remewed boftilities with
his byother. He was affaflinated foen after by Heracleon, a vain
courtier, who, intoxicated with the honours heaped on him, afpired
to {fupplant his mafter >, But Cyzicenus haftened to Antioch, and,
for 2 moment, jeined that kingdom to his own of Damafcus. His
preteafions were [peedily difputed by his nephews, the five fons of
Grypus, the eldeft of whem, under the name of Seleucus V1. Nicator,
challenged him to battle, and obtained a decifive vikary. Cyzicenus
either perithed in the combat *’, or was {lain after it by orders of the
congueror'**; or, accordimg to another report, died by his own
hands’*, unable to brook his difgraceful defeat by fo young a prince,
againft whofe father ke had fultained an equal warfare for the fpace
of cighteen years.

‘m Conf. Tit. Liv. Epitom. 1. Ixx. & Plu- c¢. 13.
tarch in Lucull 3 Id. ibid.

12 Porphyr. Fragment. Trogi. Pomp.  *¢ Jofephus, L xiii. ¢. 13.
Prolog. L xl.  Conf. Jofephus Antiq. L xiii.  »* Porphyr. Fragment.
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Antiochus Cyiicenus left only one fon, who, from his zeal and
fuccefs in avenging his father’s death, is entitled Antiochus X. Eu-
febes'**.  Through the boldnefs of a courtezan, enamoured of his
beauty, he efcaped the dangers to which the victory of Seleucus
expofed him. The partizans of his family, and the money which,
according to the Syrian cuftom, had been placed in depofit for his
ufe, made him mafter of Apamza, and drew to him an army with
which, in his firft battle, he had the good fortune completely to van-
quifh his adverfary, and to drive him into ignominious flight towards
the mountains of Cilicia. In an unfeafonable attempt to extort
money from Mopfuefta, a Cilician city, which fill acknowledged a
loofe dependence on the Syrian monarchy, the fugitive Seleucus pro-
voked a confpiracy of the citizens, and, cither perithed by his own
hand ', or was burned to death with his attendants in a gymnafiun
or palace, which, upon his firft coming to Mopfuefta, had been ge-
neroufly affigned for his dwelling"*’,

When Seleucus thus perithed, two ot his brothers, Antiochus and
Philip, twins, were on the northern frontiers of Syria; agd two
younger brothers remained, according to the ufage of their comntry,
in fafe cuftody at Cnidus, that they might efcape the dangers of the
times. The twins, to their refpe&ive names of Antiochus XI. and
Philip I., added the common epithets of Epiphanes and Philadel-
phus, and thus united in titles of honour as they had been in
their birth, prepared to aflert a joint fovereignty over their pa-
ternal dominions. Their firft care was to avenge the cruel death of
their brother on the incendiaries of Mopfuefta. With forces haftily
colle¢ted from the remains of his fcattered arfny, they marched Tnto
Cilicia, furprifed Mopfuefta, maflacred the inhabitants, and, to fatiate
their undiftinguithing rage, fpent much precious time in razing the
obnoxious city .  After this fruitlefs exploit, they joined their par-

"¢ The pious, viz. towards his father. Syr. c. 69.
»? Rorphyr. Fragment. Enfebian. “* Conf. Appian. de Reb. Syriac. c. 6g

% Jofephus, 1. xiii. c. 13. Appiande Reb. 70, Jofephus, 1. xiii. ¢. 13,
tizang
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tizans in Syria, and, foon coming to a battle with® their adverfary,
Antiochus X. Eufebes, were defeated on the banks of the Orontes.
In paffing that river on horfeback, Antiochus XI., one of the twins,
was drowned'*; the fourth king of Syria that had fuffered violent or
accidenta! death, in the courfe of lefs than five years.

His brother Philip made a fkilful retreat, and was enabled by the
following occurrence again to take the ficld.  Antiochus Eufebes ' ad
taken to his bed Selen¢, formerly wife to Prolemy Lathyrus, who on-
fidered the ncw efpoufals of this princefs as an affront to himfelf. To
revenge it, he diew from his retreat in Cnidus, Demetrius, the fourth
of the brothers, and cnabled him to take pofleflion of Damalcus,
where he aflumed the diadem under the title of Demetrius 111, Lu-
czrus ", an cpithet denoting the feafonablenefs of his appearance in
arms. The alliance of the two brothers rendered them more than a
match for Antiochus Eufebes, their common cnemy. Ile was com-
pelled to crofs the Euphrates, and to crave protetion from the Par-
thians, who, under the great Mithridates 11, had extended their
conquefts to the eaftern bank of that river. Through their pow-
erful interpofition, Antiochus Fufebes triumphed in his turn over the
brothers now unhappily dilunited, and Demectrius IIl. being made
prifoner by a Parthian general, was carried into the upper provinces
of that empire, where he died in captivity ',

The commotions in Syria however were not yet at an end ; for
the laft of the five Syrian brothers, afterwards ftiled in hiftory Antio-
chus XI{. Dionyfus, upon learning Demetrius’ deteation in the Falft,
aflerted his right of fucceflion to the vacant throne of Damafcus. The
favour of the citizens and other inhabitants of Cecle-Syria, enabied
him to- maintain this pretenfion for two years againft his coufin ger-
man Antischus Eufebes, againft his brother Philip, and againft the
rapacious Arabs in his neighbourhood, who had been long lying in

‘** Porphyr. Fragment. s Conf. Jofeph. ibid. & Excerp.. ex Hil-
# Jofephus, L xiiie c. 13, tor. Niccol. Damafc. '
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wait to grafp the fpoils of an opprefled and diftrated kingdom ', At
the end of this period, Antiochus XIL Dionyfus, having forced his
way through Paleftine in fpite cf the oppeiition of Alexander Jana
nzus king of the Jews, fell in a defperate battle with the Arabs:
moft of his followers were cut in picces*: and the natives of Cecle-
Syria defpairing of protetion from Antiochus Eufebes, or from
Philip, ftill engaged in relentlefs hoflilities with each other, called to-
the throne of Damafcus, Aretas ', an Arab chief, who had benefited
by his long refidence in the neighbourhood of Syria, to make ac-
quirements in arts and letters, extremely rare among his Nabathzan
countrymen .

Moved by this example, the inbabitants of Autioch and other
Syrian cities, long weary of the crimes and calamities of the Seleu.
cide, began to look around for fome foreign dynalty, more able to
defend, and more worthy to govern them. An attentive review, as
will be fhewn prefently, of the ftate of neighbouring powers, made
them choofe for their prote€or and fovereign, Tigranes king of Ar-
menia*’. AmidR the diforders immediately preceding this ele&tion,
Philip I. thould feem to have perifhed, fince his name thenceforth
difappears from hiftory. Antiochus Eufebes faved himfelf by fight,
and continued to lurk in an obfcure corner of Cilicia™, His queen
Selené, of a bolder fpirit, occupied fome ftrongholds in Commagene.
The troops and treafures with which fhe was accompanicy, enabled
her to defend her pofleflions for a dozen years, and to educate in.
fplendour two fons, whofe hiftory will afterwards be relates’*’.

Shortly before Syria thug paffed from the dominion of the
Seleucida, a new tragedy in Egypt reinftated Prolemy. Lathyrus.
in the throne. His brother Alexander grew weary of holding
the bare name of king, while Cleopatra ufurped the fovereigaty.

r Joiphon .51 <. 14 R, byrn. e 8. o m

® 1d. c. 15. Conf. Strab. 1. 2vi. p. 751. “ Id. ibid. c- 2.
v6 1d. ibid. Conf, Strabo, L. xvi. p. 5810 19 Strabo, L xvi. pe 749,

That
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That princefs perceived his impatience of fubmxﬂion, and, in
order to punifh it, determined to have recourfe to meafures fami-
Har to her age and family. But while fhe hefitated between the
bowl aud the dagger, Alexander anticipated, by the latter, her fell
purpofe>,  Her niurder was no fooner known,
drians flew to arms.

than the Alexan-
Cleopatra was deferving of many deaths, but
fhe ought not to have fallen by the hand of her fon.  That fon tvo,
it was faid, as he refembled in perfon the abominable Phyfcon, *1d
fhewn that, if fucceflor to his power, he would rival his monftrous
tyranny. Apprifed of the, vengeance which threarened him, Alex-
ander fled beyond feas; and Lathyrus wus recalled from Cyprig, to
take on him the government. He had hardly refumed it, when his
expelled brother having poflefled himfelf of much treafure, which
their common mother and grandmother had depofited againfl future
emergences in the fecure ifland of Cos, colle€ted a mercenary arma-
ment, and made fucceflive and equally fruitlefs attempts for re-
entering Egypt and Cyprus. Alexander was purfued by Lathyrus’
fleets under Tyrrhus and Chareas, and finally captured and flain by
the latrer of thefe commanders *”*

From this time forward Lathyrus reigned five years undifturbed
by foreign or domeftic enemies, until the laft fcene in his admini-
ftration was deformed by a rebellion of the antient capital Thebes, aud
of the once imperial nome or diftri¢t furrounding it. By the removal
of the feat of government, firft to Mempbhis, three hundred and fifty
miles north of Thebes, and afterwards to Alexandria on the fea-coaft,
the great primeval métropolis of Egypt had been gradually falling to
decay. ' What the hand of time carried on flowly and infenfibly, the
havock of war now fuddenly completed. After enduring a defperate
fiege for three years, Thebes was taken by the enraged conqueror,
and by him firipped of every removeable monument of its antient

m Paufanias, Attic. c.-9. Athenmus, 1. xii.

" Porphyr. Fragment. Grzc. Eyicbian,
P 550. JuRin, 1. xxxix. ¢ ¢. '

42 grandeur.
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grandeur', ‘This is the laft recorded event in the reign of Prolemy
VIIIL. Sot&r, nicknamed Lathyrus *”, it is thought, from a mole re-
fembling the lathyrus or vetch, on his face. He died, bequeathing the
ifle of Cyprus to a natural fon, known only by the common appel-
lation of Ptolemy, and leaving Berenice, his fole legitimate offspring,
to inherit his kingdom of Egypt. The reign of Berenicé had fcarcely
lafted fix months, when Sylla, the Roman ditator, gave ' her a huf-
band and a murderer in Alexander I, her coufin german, the fon of
that Alexander who had been the {upplanter, the antagonift, and
finally the victim of her father Lathyrus, Three years before Sylla
fet this vaffal on the throne of Egypt, the Syrians, as we have feeh,
had fubmitted to Tigranes king of Armenia. Thenceforward the
pure Greek kingdoms, and even the Greek commonwealths of the
Eaft, in refpe& of any real independence, might be regarded as ex~
tin& : but a2 memorable war of twenty-feven years” had begun in
the peninfula of Afia, which was to decide whether the Romans, ora
new power, half Grecian and half barbarous, that had haftity fprung
wp on the Euxine, fhould be mafter of Syria, Egypt, Macedon,
Achaia ; in a word, of all the dominions of the great Alexander on
this fide the Euphrates.

gcate of arts L he period of fifty years preceding this obftinate confli, was an

and letters.

age of weaknefs and difgrace, rather than of pofitive or general
mifery. The rancorous animofities among the Greek kings praved
ruinous to themfelves, and thofe partifans who abetted them from
perfonal intereft, unmixed with the fmalleft infufion of public
principle.  Their hoftilities, whether foreign or domeftic,. ‘were
carried on by {mall bodies of men raifed among their immediate de-
pendants. Cities were defended againft them by their walls, and
temples prote&ed by their fanttity. Their.petty wars fufpended not
the labours of agriculture, nor interrupted the operations of coms-

¢ Paufanias, Attic, c. 9. ™ Appian. de Bell. le L.i. ¢ 102,
" Strabo, L xvii. poy9s: Pline NJH. ™ Plin. N.H, . vfi. ¢, 26, He fays thirty
L s ¢, 67, years, is round nombert,

merce s
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merce : ‘the mative produ@iens of the {6il every where abounded, and
far fetched obje@s of luxury were diffufed through the moft remote
parts of the empire: fo that the laft unworthy races of Alexander’s
fucceflors, while they loft much territory and many fubje&s, fhould
feem to have been incapacitated, by their unworthinefs itfelf, from
infliting deep wounds on the countries fill acknowledging their
authority, 'The inhabitants ‘of thefe countries flill profecuted arts,
fciences, and letters; and their Greek kings, contemptible in other
refpedts, ftill encouraged them in this favourite career, congenial to
their name and nation.  Phyfcon, the worlt of all the Prolemies,
ftudied fo affiduoufly’® under the grammarian Ariftarchus, that he
him{elf deferved the name of Philologer*”’. He wrote twenty-four
books of hiftorical commentaries. His name is numbered among the
criticks. who laboured on the text of Homer'”"; and he fpared no
pains to enrich the Alexandrian Jibrary with the moft authentic and

corre&t manuicripts that could poffibly be procured. This laudable
undertaking, however, was difgraced by the capricious tyranny na-
tural to his charaéer. All fhips arriving in his dominions were’
fearched ; the books found in them were feized '’ : copies werc made
by the king’s tranfcribers, and given in return for the detained ori-
ginals, which were carefully depofited in the Serapeon, a library
which Phyfcon is thought to have founded * in the noble temple of
Serapis’”. From the Athenians, Phyfcon obtained the works of
their three great tragic poets, upon depofiting a pledge of fifteen ta-
lents, that the fame manufcripts fhould be reftored to them : he dil-
gracefully forfeited his. pledge ™, about three thoufand pounds in
valne, «This zeal for augmenting his fibrary was heightened by rival-

%" Athenzus, L. xxiv. p. 654. . ¢23 .

m’ Bpiphrdn: ﬂe?on&er & Menfhr. p. i82. ' It was long pofterior to the library of

'* Athenzusy L ¥l P. 549. ‘& 1. xiiiv Bruchion, and called fantaftically its daughs
p- 576. ter. See above, vol. i. p. 486.

" Thefe books he diftinguifhed by the in- ¥ See above, vol. i. p. 498.
{cription, uﬂuv * from. fhips,”” Galen. ' Galen. & Epiphan. ubi {upra.

pidem, J'lmpocrat. L i
thip
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thip with Eumenes IL of Pergamus*®.  'T'o prevent that prince from
multiplying his volumes, Ptolemy forbade the cxportation of papyrus
from Egypt : the invention of parchment in Pergamus was the fruit

184
.

of this invidious prohibition

Under princes fo careful about the works of the ancienis, contem-
porary authors abounded, whofe names are incidentaily mentioned
by Strabo, chiefly, and Athenaus, but of whofe merit there is no
longer an opportunity to judge. The clafs of travellers ™ and geo-
graphers ™ was particularly numerous: there were alfo hiftorians of
their own times, whofe lofs is deeply to.be regretted. Chance has
preferved, from the reign of Ptelemy Lathyrus, three bocks of the
mythological library of Apollodorus of Athens; but his contemporary,
Apollodorus of Artemita, had treated of the Parthians and Bactri-
ans"’; Artemidorus of Ephefus, and Menecrates of Nyfa, had illuf~
trated the hiftory of Bithynia™: the fame fubjeéts were difcuffed
more elaborately by the great Pofidonius of Rhodes™: All thefe
works have perifhed; and with them much interefting information
concerning mations and countries of great relative importance in the
age in which thofe hiftorians flourithed.

For reafons formerly affigned, eloquence, truly Attic™, was little
cultivated or known: but good tafte in poetry was not yet extiné,
as appears from the idyls or little poems of Mofchus and Bion, breath-
ing love and pleafure, beautiful throughout, and adorned with many
touches of exquifite delicacy. Mofchus, as well as Ptolemy Phyfcan,
was a difciple of Ariftarchus™: his young friend Bion' died before

"3 Reges Attulici cum egregiam biblio~ " Mnafeas of Patrg, Demetrius & Me-
thecam al communem dele@tationem infti-  trodorus of Scepfis, &g. Straho, Plin: Ste-
toiffent, tunc item Prolemaas infinito zelo, phan. de Urb. & Athem:us paflim.

&c. Vituvius de Archite@. ). vii. in Prefat. % Strabo, 1. xi. p. 5I6

Conf. Phin. L. xiii. c. 11. Mox mulatione Platarch in Thefeo. Conf. Strabo,
circa bivliothecas regum Prolem=i & Eume- ], xvi,

nis, Xc. " Athenzus pallim.

% Plin, iy co 20, ' See above, val. i. p. 62

5. By fea as well as land : witnefs the in< "t Suidas & Eufeb, in. Chronic.
nmnerable wegimon, See above, vol. i, p. 628.

him,
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Him, and Mofchus laments his premature lofs in ftrains equally pa-

thetic and poetical.
the palm of tragedy: Anaxipolis ** was admired in comedy: other

Greek poets perpetuated their delightful art in much perfe@ion down

to the Auguftan age; witnefs Parthenius of Nicza, the matter of

Virgil ™, and whofe loft work, under the fame Grecek title, is faid to
have given birth to the Metamorpholes of Ovid '~,

The cultivators of arts and {ciences were {cattered over innumer-
able cities in the three divifions of the world. But Athens, Rhodes,
and Alexandria maintained a decided pre-eminence.
glory of Athens refulted Chiefly from the ftill fubfiting fecnools of
Plato and Ariftotle . Rhodes was renowned for the ftoic Pano-
tius, the companion, as we have feen, of Scipio Zmilianus, in his
embafly to Egypt, and whofe loft work on * Offices” Cicero pro-
feffes to imitate ",  Apollonius, alfo of Rhodes, was the moft dif-
tinguithed fcholar of Panatius**; and Pofidonius, a native of the
fame city, in which he continued to refide, was the greateft orna-
ment of the following age, as a ftoic philofopher, an hiftorian, and

The !itcrary

a geometer '
Geometry, and the branches of knowlcdge depending on it, are

thofe ftubborn fciences which cannot cafily recede; they greatly
flourifhed in Rhodes and in Alexandria. Nor was Athens unwilling
to exchange the fame of eloquence for that of geometry, even before
fhe had been confounded and degraded, with other Greek cities, into
the form of a Roman province. Archimedes’ two nobleft treatifes **

92 Snidas ad Voc.

9 Plin. L xiv. ¢. 14 )

™ Macrobius, Saturn. 1. v. ¢. 17. Conf,
Aulus Gelliug, 1. xiii. c. 26.

9% The arrawous of Antigonus fhould feem
to have been a work of the fame nature.

# By means of thefe fchools, propriety of
fentiment and good tafle in writing was
better upheld in Athens than in any other
Greek city. Cicero de Finvk v, ¢. 3. &feq.

w Cicero de Offic. paffim.

! ’r strabO) lo Xi't 8p‘ 65.

' Suidas ad Voc. Conf. Cicero de Natar.
Deorum, 1. ii. c. 34, 35. & Lucian, in Ma-
crob. -
*2 ¢ On the fphere and cylinder, and “on
fpiral lin€s.” Tliefe admirable treatifes in-
feribed to one friend, contain inveftigations
left imperfe& by the premature death of
another. "This was Conon of Samc , whon.
Archimedes again praifes in his Quodrature
of the Parabola, and of whum we have
above fpoken, p. 4.

are
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trary. mouoq of tbe firmament from we& to eaft, and treated qf this
;sbznomﬂwn m his famous work; now loft, on the falling back“'
~of the eqnmo&xal and folftitial points. To thefe important dxfcovenes
ke is faid to have been led by the appearance,. in his time, of a new
ftar. Tiuh Fugge&ed to lim the (inquiry, whether th? firmament
" iinderwent variations in its fabrw-, towards the folution of which
queftion, he determined to afeertain the number and pofition of the
ftars, and to iéave a compkt‘c pi@ure of the heavens for the confem-
phation of pofterity. “This’ picture was delineated by him on a folid
fphiere, whl?:h‘hwhfd feen; to have been left by Hlpparc.hus in the
Mufebui of Alexandria*, with a proje@ion of it on a plain furface,
as tore convenient than a large globe for examination and convey.-
ance™,  His fuccefs in numbering the flars is mcnuong with rap-

tifres, by a writer zealous for the fame, but too inattentive to the
labours of this great aftronomer ™", ~ In making his catalogue of the

i85
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M‘o, ’Hipparchus deferibed their relative pofition in the heavens ac- -

- to ‘their diftances in degtces from two great circles of the
ii)hél‘e. ’i‘lﬁ: happy contrivance he érmsferred from aftronomy to

of longitude and latitude, according to the method now univerfally

adopted. He was the | inventor alfo of trigonometry **; but indefa-
affionate fond of truth*, he was not over-

tigablein labour, and ‘
w}ﬂ’ﬁgeﬂmt‘&m ﬁum&qous wotko; fo that the glory both of
Wuﬁm&\yﬁ ’ y was xcaped at the dihnce of three

&u ;‘qu Aty | ,‘,,.«f.' 37 30 mm 9 2343
: 5”' Ly o B
"""“"’ l;mx.!dagn.l.u.c: By "'Phn.!ncu & 26. .
ving Hipparchus® obfervations with  ** Strabo, L i. p.7. Conf. L ii. p. 131.
5 W, : ﬁeMd’b Neither Strabo, nor Pliny, who fpeaks fo
mwln of 265 years. He highly of Hipparchus, adopted his clear
movement to be nad concife mode ofgeezmphul dd‘crip
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: f’;adnﬁdl more the charaders of ‘thofe who bore fway mtlnt
tinént, announced 4 Tong and fierce confli@t, likely to be maia-

wmmwmmyumm thaa vigour of military re-
fouﬁ:ei.. In the vaft tra@ of territory between the Euphrates and the

Indus, Mithridates Il of Parthia having reftored and confolidated

- powerful émpire, repofed on his laurels at Hecatompylos in an
honourable old age, and with the title of Great, which foreigners as
well as natives beftowed on him'. At the weftern extremity of
Afia Minor, the Romans had for thirty years been mafters of the
hngdm of Pergamus, but had been prevented from greatly ex-
tending their dominion eaftward, by the feditions of the Gracchi®,
a iurd ﬁn years with Jugurtha®, the invafions of the Teutones
‘ ‘ éot to mcnm thc ne‘ccfﬁty of perpcmal operatsons
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the ftrength likely to refift his arms, the weaknefs that tempted khis
ambition. On the fide of the Eaft and of Parthia; he {faw but a
doubtful conflict; the North and the Weft offered tp him more
tempting profpe&ts. The Scythians beyond the Euxine were not at
that time united under any one warlike khan or chieftain; aud the
ftates of weftern Afia, though nominally allies to Rome, were maft
of them jealous of that power, and all of them mutually boftile to
each other. The kingdom of Pergamus, and the annexed diftri@s
in Pamphylia, Cilicia, and Phrygia, with which, and many. others,
the Romans ceafed not to enlarge it, felt all the oppreflion of pro-
vincial government, which continually grew more intolerable with
the encreafing vices of Rome; the rapacity of generals, the extorfion
of publicans, the tyranny of the equeftrian order, which, by a
fiiange folecifm in polity, united the financial adminiftraticn in the
provinces with the fupreme judiciary power both at home and
abroad. The great defigns, with which his travels are faid to have
infpired Mithridates, were in danger of being blafted oa his return
o Pontus by female perfidy. Laodiceé had brought forth a fen, of
whom it was impoffible that he thould b¢ the father. 'Re efcape the
punithment of her adultery, the tendered to her hufband a poifened
cup *; but Mithridates, apprifed- both of her perpetrated and in~
tended crime, cruthed the viper in his befom, and turged to pur-
fuits that eafily obliterated in his ambitious mind this foene: of fee
wmeftic horror.

From, the fruitful dales, watered By the ¥ris and Thermodors; tha
dominien of Pontus had been extended, in the lak reigh,.to Heray
clea and Trapezus, two . Greek cities on - thé FEuxiney-about fiva
hundred miles afunder, by -means of which, and thé: uiany interman
diate places of the fame defcription, Mithridates was furaithed with
inftruments well qualified to -fecond his views, "eitHer imkgij m
arms, Throughout his whole reign the Greeks wért hie'miniltérs

n I“ﬂir)h 1 xxxvil c. 3
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wnd igenerals,’as well as his rengineers and archi'ce&s& the compa=
nions of his a&ivity and the amufers of his idlenefs®. Their fer-
vices were peculisrly ufeful in difciplining his Paphlagoniams and
Cappadocians, mady tribes of whom were called Leuco-8yrians; -bes
caufe; being a mixed race nf Syrians and Thracians, they differed
tonfpicuoufly in their complexions from the fouthern and darker
Syriahs on both fides the Edphrates,

.~ With an army which added the ta&tics of Greek infantry to ‘the
sapid evolutions of Paphlagonian ™ cavalry, and which ke had taught
to keep the field in all feafons, Mithridates, in fucceflive expeditions,
rednced the netghbouring nations on the Euxine, particularly the
induftrious Colchians, fo renowned in the traditions of antiquity,
and then advanced morthward to the fmall but refpetable kingdom
i the Tauric Cherfonefus. In this remote peninfula, he received
the fubmiflion of a fucceflor, and probably a defcendant of that
‘Leucon who, in the age of Demofthenes, annually fupplied the
Athenians with 400,000 bufhels of corn ¥, From the Greek colo-
ftes which adorned the northern banks of the Euxine, and whick
oxtended themfelves three hundred miles inland from the mouths of
fhe Boryftheries and the TFanais *, the invader encountered not any
mtgnkorable refiftance. The fiercer'Seythian tribes at firft unfaccals-
fully oppofed, and afterwards' reinforoed his arms. How far he
eatried his conquefls on’ this fide, thiftery does not reoord ; but it s
mentioned to bis praife that, as Alexander difcovered the Eaft, and
ik Rotwany the Weft, fo the North was firft explored and made
ktnowh by the victories of Nisthridates’. His dominions, when he
ER invetfered with the Roman allics int Leffer Afia, firetched 2,000
miteyinlengi®.  They tonfiffed of twenty-four rations, fpeaking

u 0 b%; Po§57- & L3ty p0cg. " Demofthen. in Leptin.
M.i%ﬁf “? L Vel s feradst, 1. i ¢ 154, Conf. 'Strabo,

5™ ibes whole: of Rephlagonid had been Plin. Dionyf. Perieget.
gidad. 20 *Pontus by Mithridates V. Vid. 7 Strabo, L is p. 14,
Ovratiod. Mithridat. ad exercitum, -apud ' Appian. de Bell. Mithridat.-c. 15.
Jultin, 1. xxxvii. ¢. 4, & feq, * Conf. Strabo, 1. xi. p. 498.
as
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as many different languages, of all which the tenacious memory &f
Mithridates made him a complete mafter*. This latter circumftance
is the only thing extraordinary jn the report, Far the diftri®¢ of
Caucafus alone, the towering ifthmus between the Euxine and Caf-
pian, has been noted both in ancient and modern times for a flill
greater variety of diale@s. This tra& of country, which Mithri-
dates often pervaded as a conqueror, conne&ing geographically Sar-
matia and Scythia with Affyria and Pecfia, is the high road of com-
munication through which the exuberant populouinefs.of the North
has continually flowed, to repair the wafteful luxury and corroding
effeminacy of the South. At Diofcurias, the general emporium of
Caucafus, Strabo fpeaks of feventy, fome writers {aid a more incre-
dible number of nations and tongues; fo that this ithmus or pafluge
between the two great divifions of the eaftern continent, thould feem
to have retained fpecimens, as it were, of the various pafling tribes
in their fucceflive migrations™.

Mithridates, having in fome meafure confolidated his obfcure,
barbarous empire, long pondered his own ftrength before he ven-
tured upon a more fplendid theatre of aGtion, His natural with was
to extend his empire to the Grecian fea; but; in this defign, he
muft encounter the Romans, and before them their allies in Cappa-
docia and Bithynia. That he might interpofe in the affairs of thefe
kingdoms, without creating jealoufy, or at leaft without roufing
immediate oppofition, he fent ambafladors loaded with gold to Rome,
where the events of the Jugurthine war (for we fhall fee that fuch
tranfadtions efcaped not hig vigilance), were fufficient to, aflure him
that all was venal. On one occafion the alivity of faQion difcon-
certed his intrignes, The people at large, who were apprifed of
many alls of delinquency in their fuperiors, began to view all thei¢

proceedings fufpicioufly, nay malignantly ; and the party-fpfift ok

“ Plin, L.vii. ¢. 24 | xzv.c.3. Aulus  * Renntll's Geography of Famodiibvia-
Ccllius; 1. xvli. c. 17. ' p 278,
eavy



FROM AFEXANHER TO ‘AUGUSTUS. 5o

errvy: -6f¢ Saturnined, afterwards a:'fit accomplice bf- the bold 4nd ¢ ira ».
blotdy Martus, fitirried him int6 undiftinguithing reféntment againft Xxvi. y
the anibaffadors of Pontus,-whotn, as bearers of the king’s bribes, hew —
tréntedowdth-the utioft contumely. Tt belonged to the fentte ‘to
také cégnidanee of fuch outrages againft the law of natiens. - Upon"
comnplaint‘bfithe ambafladors, Saturninus was thercfore tried by 'thé.

fenate; but fuch was the concourfe of peifons who efpouldd his
cafife; that his judfes dufft not condemn him. The favour of the
multitudé raifed Him foén afterwards to the tribunate **

XThis unlealondble dccurrericé did not divert Mithridates from his M thridate.

miachina-

putpofe. '~ His fifter Laodicé, wif¢ to Ariarathes VII. of Cappadocia, s agunft

& L . ’ + C‘ -d':
had"‘borne to' that prince two fods, then in carly youth. Should th:\].)f‘,f,\f,‘t;,
their father ‘die, the king of Pontus, as guardian to his nephews, lltl‘:()l:l‘}&x‘-

would become mafter of Cappadocia.  Ariarathes was removed
through-the agency, it was believed, of a certain Gordius; inftighted,
according to report, by Mithridates to the treachetous murder of his
fovereign . But in his defign of taking on him the government’of
Cappadocia, the awthor of the erime found himfelf thwarted-by- the
bold fpirit of his fifter Laodice, who affericd her right of*adminiftfa-
tion during the minority of her fon; andto obtain a powerful abéttor
of this pretenfion; gave hetfelf irr fecond marriage to the aged Nico-
medes II. who, fof nearly half a century, had filled thé neighbouring
thfotie’ of Bithiyflia. This tranfalion, inteicépting the fruits of his
isigdity, ehragéd’ Mithtidatest agaiit- Nicomedes, andi fill -mdre
a%.;i}iﬂ: Laodicé and”Ker fbhs.’

He initfediately took the field with '’ great 3rmvyyi for Nicomedes Heallowshis
couldiiHufter §5,000 foof;“an@’6,066 horfe.” Mithridates, frowever, l‘&*}_’f?&;‘r’e
&k&@gﬂfﬁgl diffcuilttes, except the whialterable loyalty of the Cappas (o, Boruion
dﬁglgms’ so"fﬁt‘fr';liei’ea'xtary kirigs, defcéndanth of the’fatrap Anaphug; thould be re-

~ & o it g nde, A NN Py inftated in
Wi Pidds Hy Rafpfd 1 S¥erturning tHEufitbatiort 6F the vover.

magi.: ~whofe high-born line had been wonderfully* prefcrved
Mts b&fn@?s dnd N ote# ) ? y P .l
* Appian. Dion. & Tit, Liv. Epkok.’ * Juftin, L. xxxviii. c. 1.

1. by *"See above, vol. i. p. 234,
vOL, II. 4G from
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from deftru&ion under the bloody grafp of Perdiccas, the immediate
fucceflor of Alexander the Great. Wifhing to affociate and fubdue
the Cappadociang, not to extirpate them, the conqueror allowed.them
to place the elder of his nephews on their vacant throne, requiring, as
the only condition on their part, the recal and reinftatement of Gor-
dius, who had been banifhed, as he gave out, en groundlefs fuf-
picions ™%,

But Ariarathes VIII. made no hafte to bring back a man ftained
with the foul imputation of treafonable murder ; and when urged on
this fubje& by his uncle, put his kingdqm in a pofture of defence,
and trufted to the affeGtionate zeal of his people. To anf{wer this
defiance, Mithridates entered his frontier at the head of 8o,00a foat,
and 10,000 horfe, together with an alarming train&f 600 armed
chariots, winged with fcythes, to fweep the Cappadgcian plains,
Notwithftanding this formidable foree, his adverfariqesitd not decline
an engagement. Both armies were asrayed for basde, when Mithri-
dates, fenfible of the haveck that muft be made among a people whoms
he already grafped as his property, fummoned his nephew to a par-
ley. As a preparation for this conference, perfons were fent, accord-
ing to the ufual practice in fuch cafes, to make fure that neither of the
oppufite chiefs carried with him any concealed weapon, Mithri-
dates had a dagger artfully hid in his girdle, which, being handled
with little ceremony by thofe fent to fearch him, he defired them o
take care left they fhould difcover an inftrument, not of death but of
life ; and having infpired confidence by this eoarfe jeft, avoided the
deteCtion of the flagitious villainy which he meditated, and which in
the moment after he inhumanly perpetrated ™, Fhe affaflination of
their youthful and beloved king, in the prefence of both armies, jn-
flead of roufing the Cappadocians to revenge, -filled them with
confternation. They threw down their arme. in difmay, and fub-
mitted to the victor,

» Julis, ibid. * Id, ibids
But



FROM ALEXANDER TO AUGUSTUS.

But from this effect of fudden terror they as fuddenly recovered,
when Mithridates, having quitted their country, left them in the
hands-of his lieutenants. The younger brother of Ariarathes VIIIL
to elude the dangers of the times, had, according to a cuftom which
we have often noticed, been depofited in fafe cuftody in one of the
iflands or walled cities of Lefler Afia. A revolt of the Cappadocians
enabled him, under the name of Ariarathes IX. to mount the throne
of his anceftors. But his reign lafted only a few months, for Mithri-
dates, defcending from the heights of Caucafus, whither his affairs
had called him, defcated, and difpoffeffed this unfortunate young
prince, who died of grief in exile®; and with him ended the long
line of Anaphas, which, either as hereditary fatraps or as kings, had
governed Cappadocia 440 years.

During the tranfaltions above recorded, Laodicé, through the
prote&ion of her hufband, efcaped her brother’s vengeance. Exafpe-
rated now, in her turn, by the cruel deftru@ion of her children, the
concerted with Nicomedes a fcheme for depriving Mithridates of the
fruits of his mukiplied crimes. A youth of obfcure defcent, but of a
graceful figure and winning behavioyr, was taught to perfonate a
third fon of Ariarathes VII. and Laodicé, and wae conduéted to
Rome by his mother, under an efcort of Bithynians, to claim afliftance
from the fenate againft the murderer of his father and brothers, and
the ufurper of lis kingdom. To countera& this intrigue, Mithri-
dates employed Gordius; whom he found equally well qualified to
fecond either his eraft or his cruelty, and fent him at the head of a
{plendid embafly, to convince the Romans that a child- only eight
yéars old; and really his-own fon, whom he affefled to treat as king
of Cappadecia, was the only furviving defcendant of the illuftrious
Ariarathés VI the civilifer of his country and the faithful ally of
‘Rommeéy-in the'Pergamenian war. = The fenate, however, was not-the
dupe of {uch artifices. Since the time that Pergamus had been re-

Rl "Ju&in, l- aniﬁ. € 2.
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