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An Order of the Lords Spirftual and Temporal, assembled at Westminster, in the House
of Lords, December 22, 1688.

PRESENT,

Lord Archbishop of York  Earl of Manchester

Duke of Norfolk
Duke of Somerset
Duke of Grafton
Duke of Ormond
Duke of Beaufort
Marquess of Hallifax
Earl of Oxford

Earl of Shrewsbury
Earl of Kent

Earl of Bedford

Earl of Pembroke
Earl of Dorset

‘Earl of Northampton
Earl of Devonshire .
Earl of Bolingbrooke®

" Earl of Melgrave

Earl of Rivers

Earl of Stamford
Earl of Winchelsea
Earl of Thanet

Earl of Scarsdale
Earl of Clarendon
Earl of Craven
Fail of Burlington
Earl of Sussex

Earl of Macclesfield
Earl of Radnor
Earl of Yarmouth
Earl of Berkeley
Earl of Nottingham

Earl of Rochester

Earl of Abington

Lord Viscount Fauconberg
Lord Viscount Mordaunt
Lord Viscount Newport
Lord Viscount Weymouth
Lord Viscount Hatton
Lord Bishop of London
Lord Bishop of Duresme
Lord Bishop of Winchester
Lord Bishop of St Asaph
Lord Bishop of Ely

Lord Bishop of Rochester
Lord Delawarr

Lord Grey.of Ruthen

Lord Eure
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Lord Wharton Lord Howard of Escrick  Lord Lumley
Lord Paget Lord Jermyn Lord Carteret
Lord North and Grey Lord Vaughan Carbery Loid Ossulstone
Lord Chandos Lord Culpeper Lovd Godolphin
Lord Montague Lord Lucas Lord Churchill
Lord Grey of Warke Lord Delamere

Lord Maynard Lord Crew

Tu1 loids spiritual and temporal assembled in this extraordinary conjuncture, consi-
dering the great mischiefs that have hamlened unto, _and do still threaten th‘ls king-
dom, by the evil designs and practices of the papists, in great numbers resorting unto
and abiding 1 the city of London. and places adjacent to the said city, for the better
prescrvation of the peace and common safety, have thoug}nt ‘ht,‘ and do or‘:lcr and re-
quire, that all papists and reputed papists do, and shall, within five days atter the date
hereof, depart from the said city unto their respective habitations, trom which they
are not to remove above five miles distance.

Except such as now are in the actual service of the queen dowager, and except all
ambassadors, and foreign ministers, with their domestick servanty, being foreigners ;
and all other foreigners, being merchants or factors, or who are come into, or do reside
'in this kingdom upon the account of trade only. Except also all such persons as have
been householders, or have exercised any trade within the said city of London, or with-
in ten miles of the same, by the space of three years last past, (other than such as do
sell arms,) so as such housebolders shall, within eight days from the date hereof, leave
an account in wiiting with the lord mayor, the recorder, or some alderman, being a
justice of peace within the said city, or other justice of peace, of their respective names,
and places of their habitations . o
" Except also all such popish officers as shall, within six days from the date hereof,
give good and sufficient bail before thelord mayor, the recorder, or some alderman, being
a justice of peace within the said city, for theirappearance in the court of King's Bench,
the first day of the next term, to &nswer such things as shall be there objected to them,
and, in the mean time, {or the keeping of the peace. And, it is hereby ordered, that
such popish officers as shall not within the said eight days give such bail as atoresaid,
shall be committed into custody, and be detained and kept in some public inns, by the
trained bands or militia of the said city or counties adjacent respectively, until further
order. .

Signed by their lordships order,
Francis Gwyw.

We, the lords spiritual and temporal assembled in this extraordinary conjuncture, do
appomt Francis Gwyn, Esquire, for us, and in our names, to sign and subscribe such
orders as shall be fiom time to time by us made. * Dated at the House of Lords, in
Westminster, the 22d day of December, 1688.

Tho. Ebor Bedford Clarendon  Newport
Norfolk Pembrooke Burlington "Weymouth
Somerset Dorset Sussex Hatton
Graiton Devonshire Macclesfield W. Asaph
Ormond Bolingbrooke Radnor Fran. Ely
Beaufort Manchester Berkeley La-warr
Northumberland Rivers Nottingham R. Eure
Hallifax Stamford Rochester P.. Wharton
Oxford Thanet Faueonberg . Paget

Kent Scarsdale Mordaunt North and Grey
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Chandos T. Jermyn Lucas Lumley
Montague Vaughan Carbery * Delamere Carteret
Grey Tho. Culpeper Crew Ossulstone
Maynard

The Speech of Sir .Gcorgc Treby, Kt., Recorder of the Honourable City of London, to
his Highness the Prince of Orange, December the 20th, 1688.

Sir George Treby, a cclebrated lawyer, and one of the council for the seven bishops, was, at thi-
momentous period, recorder of London,

May it please your Highness,

Tue lord mayor being disabled by sickness, your highness is attended by the alder-
men and commous of the capital city of this kingdom, deputed to congratulate your
highness upon this great and glorious occasion. .

‘In which, labouring for words, we cannot but come short in expression.

Reviewing our late danger, we remember our thurch and state over-run by popery
and arbitrary power, and brought to the point &f destruction by the conduct of men
(that were our true invaders) that brake the sacred fences of our laws, and (which was
worst) the very constitution of our legislature. ’

So that there was no xethedy left but the last.

The only person under heaven that could apply this remedy was your highness.

You are of a nation, whose alliance, in all times, has been agiteable and prosperous
to us. ¢ . -

You gre of a family most illustrious, benefactors to mankind. To have the title of
sovereign prince, stadtholder, and to have worn the imperial crown, are among their
lesser dignities.  They have long enj?ed a dignity singular and transcendent, viz. to
be champions of Almighty God, sent forth in several ages to vindicate his cause against
the greatest oppressions. . _

« 10 this divine commission our nobles, our gentry, and among them our brave kEng-
lish soldiers, rendered themselves and their arms upon your appearing.

Grgat Sir,

When we look back*to this last month, and contegplate the swiftness and fulness of
our present deliverance, astonished, we think it miraculous.

Your highness, led by the hand of Heaven, and called by the voice of the people, has
preserved our dearest interests:

The protestant religion; which is primitive Christianity restored.

Our laws, which are our ancient title to our lives, liberties, and estates ; and with-
out which this world were a wilderness.

But what retr.butionscan we make to. your highness ?

Our thoughts are full charged with gratitude.

10
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Your highness has a lasting monument in the hearts, in the prayers, in the praises of
all good men amongst us. And late posterity will celebrate your ever-glorious name

il ti hall be no more.
till time s nomo CHAPMAN, Mayor.

Cur’ special’ tent’ die Jovis xx. die Decembr’ 1688. Annog. K. R.
Jacobi Secundi Angl’ &c. quarto. ,

This conrt doth desire Mr Recorder to print his speech this day made to the Printe
of Orange, at the time of this court’s attending his highness with the deputies of the
several wards, and other members of the common couacil. .

WAGSTAFFE.

|

A true List of the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, summoned by the Letter of his
Highness the Prince of Orange, to meet at Westminster the 22d of January, 1688-9,
as they have been returned to the Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery.

1Bedfordgbhire, 4. Town of Buckingham.
Tur Hon. Edward Russel, Esq. Sir Richard Temple, Knight of the Bath,
William Duncombe, Esq. and Bart.
Town of Bedford. Sir Ralph Verney, Bart.
Thomas Clristie, Esq. orough of Chipping-Wicomb.
Thomas Hillersdon, Esq. . Thomas Lewes, Esq.
- William Jephson, Esq.
Werks, 9. lgomugk of Aylesbury.
The Hon. Montague Bertie, Lord Norris. Thomas Lee, Esq.
Sir Henry Winch&éombe, Bart. . Richard Beake, Esq.
Borough of New-Windsor. Borough of Agmondesham.
Henry Powle Esq. Sir William Drake, Knt.
Sir Christopher Wren, Knt. Edmond Waller, Esq.
Borough of Reading. Borough of Wendover.
Sir William Rich, Bart. Richard Hampden, Esq.
Sir Henry Fane, Knight of the Bath. John Hampden, Esq.
Borough of IWalling ford. Borough of Great Marlow.
Thomas Tipping, Esq. ‘ ‘Anthony Viscount Falkland.
John Dormer, Esq. } Sir John Borlase, Bart.
Thomas Tipping, Esq. .
William Jeunens. Esq. Cambridge, 6.
Borough of Abington. Sir Levinus Bennet, Bart.
Thomas Medlycott, Esq. Sir Robert Cotton, Knt.
University of Cambridge.
ABucks, 14. Sir Robert Sawyer, Knt.
The Hon. Thomas Wharton, Esq. Isaac Newton, Master of Arts.

Sir Thomas Lee, Bart.
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Town of Cambridge.

Sir‘Thomas Chichley, Knt.
John Cotton, Esq.

L ¢B¢§m, 4‘- .
Sir Robert Cotton, Knt. and Bart.
John Mainwaring, Esq.
. ity of Chester.
Roger Whitley, %,sq.
George Mainwaring, Alderman.

Corntuall, 44.
Sir John Carew, Bart.
Hugh Boscawen, Esq.
« Borough of Danhivid, alias Launceston.
Whilliam Harbord, Esq.
Edward Russell, Esq.
Borough of Leskard.
Sir Bourchier Wrey, Bart., and Knight of
the Bath.
John Buller, Fsq.
Borough of Lestwithiel,
The Hon. Francis Robarts, Esq.
Walter Kendall, Esq.
Borough of Truro.
Sir Henry Ashurst, Knt. }
Henry Vincent, Esq.
John Tredenham, Esq.
John Manly, jun. Esq.
Borough of Bodmin.
Sir John Cutler, Knight-add Bart.
Nicholas Glyna, Esq.
Borough'of Helston.
Sir John St Aubyn, Bart.
Charles (Godolphin, Esq.
Borough of g’aftask.
The Hon. Bernard Grenvile, Esq.
John Wadon, Esq.
Borough of Camelford.
Ambrose Manaton, Esq.
Henry Manaton, Iisq. - .
Borough of Port-Higham, alias Weslow.
Peircy Kirke, Esq. :
James Kendal, Esq.
Borough of Grampound,
Edward Herle, Esq.
John Tanner, Fsq. S
Borough Ef Eastiow.
Charles Trelawney, Esq.
Henry Trelawney, Esq.
Borough of Penryn,
Anthony Rowe, Esq.

Alexander Pendarves, Esq.
Borough of 1regony.
Charles Boscawen, Esq.
Hugh Fortescue, Esq.
Borough of Bossiney.
Sir Peter Colleton, Bart.
Humphry Nicoll, Esq.
Borough of St Ives.
James Praed, Esq.
Walter Vincent, Esq.
Borough of Foway.
Jonathan Rashleigh, Esq.
Shadrach Vincent, Esq.
Borough of St Germains.
Sir Walter Moyle, Knt.
Daniel Elyott, Esq.
Borough of St Michael.
Charles, Lord Viscount Fanshaw.
Francis Vivian, Esq.
Borough of Newport.
Sir William Morrice, Bart.
John Speccott, Esq.
Borough of St Mawes.
Sir Joseph Tredenham, Knt.
Henry Seymour, Esq.
orough of Kellington.
Sir John Coryton, Bart.
Jonathan Prideaux, Esq.

Cumberland, 6.
Sir George Fletcher, Bart.
Sir John Lowther, of Whitehaven, Bart.

City of*Carlist .
Sir Chgistophér Musgrave, Knt. and Bart.
Jeremiah Bubb, Esq.

Borough of Cockermeouth.
Sir Henry Capell, Kot.
Henry. Fletcher, Esq.
Derkp, 4.

Sir John Gell, Bart.
Sir Gilbert Clarke, Knt.

Town of Derby.
The Hon. sAAnchitell Gray, Esq.
John Cqke, Esq.

Devongbive, 26.
Francis Courtnay, Esq.
Samuel Rolle, Esq.

City of Euxeter.
Sir Edward Seymour, Rart.
Henry Pollexfen, Esq.
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Borough of Toiness.
Sir'John Fowell, Bart.
Rawlin Mallack, Esq.
Borough of Plymouth.
Sir John Maynard, Serj. at Law.
Arthur Herbert, Esq.
Borough of Oakhampton.
William Cary, Esq.
Henry Nortleigh, Esq.
Borough of Barnstaple.
Sir Arthur Chichester, Bart.
Richard Lee of Winslade, Esq.
Borough of Plympton.
Sir George Treby, Kut.
John Pollexfen, Merchant.
Borough of Honiton.
Richard Courtenay of Collyton, Esq.
Edmond Walrond of Bovey, Esq.
Borough of Tavistock.
The Hon. Robert Russel, Esq.
Sir Francis Drake, Bart.
Borough of Ashburton,
Sir Walter Yonge, Bart.
Thomas Reynell, Esq. ”
Borough of Clifion, Dartmouth, and
- Hardness.
Charles Boon, Esq.
William Hayne, Merchant.
Borough of Beeralston.e
Sir John Mayuard, Knt. Sesjeant at Law.
John Elwel, Esq.
Borough of Tiverton.
Samuel I'oote, Esq. *
William Colman,‘(i:‘.sq.

Dorgetshire, 20.
Thomas Strangwayes, Esq.
Thomas Freke, Esq.
Town of Pool.
Sir Nathaniel Napier, Bart.
Henry Trenchard, Esq. }
Thomas Chaffin, Esq.
Henry Trenchard, Esq. .
Borough of Dorchester.
Gerard Napier, Esq.
Thomas Trenchard, Esq.
Borough of Lyme-Regis.
John Pole, Esq.
John Burridge, Esq.
Borough, of Weymouth.
Michael Harvey, Isq.
Henry Henning, Esq.

Borough of Melcolm-Regis.
Sir John Morton, Bart.
Sir Robert Napier, Knt. and Bart.
Borough of Bridport.
Richard Brodrep, Esq.
John Marnley, sen. Esq.

Borough of Shafton, alia: Shaftesbury.
Sir Matthew Andrews, Knt.
Edward Nicholas, Esq.

Borough of Wareham.
Thotnas Erle, Esq.
George Ryves, Esq.

gorough of Corf-Castle,
Richard Fownes, Esq.
William Okeden, Esq.

Durbam, 4.
William Lampton, Esq.
Robert Byerley, Esq.
City of Durham.
George Morland, Esq.
Henry Lyddel, Esq.

ﬁ’ﬂ”: 8.
Henry Mildmay, Esq.
John Wroth, Esq.
Borough of Colchester.
Samuel Reynolds, Esq.
Isaac Rebow, X
Borough of Malden.
Sir Thomas Darcy, Bart.
Charles Montague, ksq.
Borough of - Harwich.
Sir Thomas Middleton, Knt.
John Eldred, Esq.

; OCloucestershire, 8.
Sir Jobn Guyse, Bart.
Sir Ralph Dutton, Bart.
« City of Gloucester.
Sir Duncombe Colechester, Knt.

*William Cooke, Esq.

- Borough of Cirencester.
Thomas Master, Esq.
John How, Esq.
Borough of Tewkesbury.
Richard Dowdeswell, Eaq.
Sir Francis Russel, Bart.

iBﬂ:tfm:tlﬁbitt, 8.
Sir John Morgan, Bart.
Sir Edward Harley, Knight of the Bath,



Historical Tracts.

City of Her¢ford.
Sir William Gregory, Serjeant at Law.
Paul Foley, Esq.

Borough of Lempster.

Thkomas Conyngest, Esq.
John Dutton Colt, Esq.

Borough of Weobly.
John Birch, Esq.
James Morgan, Esq.

Bevtfordsbire, 6.

Sir Thomas Pope Blount, Bart.

Sir- Charles Cesar, Knt.
Borough of St Albans.

Sir Samuel Grimston, Bart.

George Churchill, Esq.
Borough of Hertford.

Sir William Cowper, Bart.

Sir Thomas Byde, Knt.

Puntingronshire, 4.
The Hon. Robert Mountague, Esq.
Sir Robert Bernard, Bart.
Borough of Hantington.
'The Hon. Sidney Wortley, alias Mounta-
gue, Esq.
John Bigg, Lsq.

ikent, 10.
The Hon. Sir Vere Fang, Knight of the
Bath. '
Sir John Knatclibull, Bart.
City of Canterbury.
Sir William Honywood, Bart.
Henry* Lee, Esq..
City of Rochester.
Sir John Bancks, Bart.
Sir Roger Twisden, Bart.
Borough of Maidstone.
‘Sir Thomas Taylor, Bart.
Caleb Bancks, ﬁsq
Borough of Queenborough.
James Htrbert, Esq.,
Robert Crawford, Lsq.

Lancaghive, 14.
Chasles Lord Brandon Gerrard.
Sir Charles Haughton, Bart.
Borough ¢f Lancaster.

oﬁ;’mﬁ%

v

Borough of Preston, in Amounderness.
The I{on. James Stanley, Esq.
Thomas Patten, Esq.

Borough ¢f Newton.

Sir John Chichley, Knt.
Francis Cholmondeley, Esq.

Borough.of Wigan.

Sir Edward Clyspall, Knt.
William Bankes}qug.

Borougidef Clitherae.
Christopher Wilkinson, Esq.
Anthony Parker, Esq.

Borough: ¢f Liverpool.

The Hon. Richard Lord Colechester.
Thomas Norris of Speake, Esq.

Leicegter, 4.
Bennet Lord Sherrard.
Sir Thomas Halford, Bart.
Borough of Leicester.
Thomas Babington, Esq.
Lawrence Carter, Esq.

Linceln, 12.

The Right Hon. George Lord Viscount
LCastleton.
Sig Thomas Hussey, Bart.
City of Lincoln.
Sir Hénry Monson, Bart.
Sir Cluristopher Nevile, Knt. «
Borough of Boston.
The Hon. Robert Lord Willoughby of
Ersby. . .
Sir William Yorke, Knt.
Borough of Great Grimsby.
Sir Thomas ﬁarnardiston, %art. =
Sir Edward Ayscogh, Kat.
* Town of Stamford.
Charles Bertie,
William Hyde, Esq.
Borough of Grantham.

Sir Jobn Brownlowe, Bart.
Sir William Ellis, Bart.

Pibdleger, 8.
Sir Charles Gerrard, Bart.
Ralph Hawtrey,
City of Westminster.
Sir William Poultney, Knt.
The Hon. Philip Howard, Esq.
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London.
Sir Patience Ward, Knt.
Sir Robert Clayton, Knt.
William Love, Esy.
‘Thomas Pilkington, Esq.

Ponmauth, 3.
(Charles Marquis of Worcgster.
Sir Trevor Williams, Knf.
Borough of $8donmouth.
John Arnold, Esq.

MNorfolk, 12.
Sir William Cooke, Bart.
Sir Henry Hobart, Knt. and Bart.
City of Norwich.
Sir Nevil Catiyn, Knt.
Thomas Blofeild, Esq.
Town ¢f Lyn-Regis.
Sir John Turner, Knt.
Sigismund Trafford, Esq.
Town of Great Yarmouth.
George England, Esq.
Samuel Fuller, Esq.
Borough of Thetford.
William IHarbord, Esq.
Sir Henry Hobart, Knt. and Bart.
Borough of Castlerising.
‘T'he 1lon. Sir Robert Howard, Knt.
Robert Walpole, Esq.

Porthampton, 9.
Edward Montague, Esq.
Edward Iarby, Fsq. -
City of Pcterborough.
Charles Fitz-Williams, Esq.
(iilbert Dolben, Esq.
Tvwn of Northampton.
Sir Justinian Isham, Dart.
Sir William Langham, Kut.
Town of Brachley.
The Hon. Richard Lord Wenman.
John Parkhurst, Fsq. n
Borough of Higham Ferrers.
Sir Rice Rudd, Bart.

JRorthumberiand, 8.
William Forster, Esq.

Philip Bickerstaff, Esq.

Town of Newcastle upon Tyne.
Sir William Blacket, Bart,
Sir Ralph Carr, Knt,

Borough of Morpeth.
The Hon. Charles Lord Morpeth.
Roger Fenwick, Esq.
Town of Berwick upon Tweed.
Francis Blake, Esq.
Philip Babington, Esq.

Paottingham, 8.
John Lord Ioughton,
Sir Scroop How, Knt.
Tvan of Nottingham.
The Hon. Francis Pierpoint, Esq.
Edward Bigland, Serjeant at Law.
Borough of Eastretford.

The Hon. Evelin Peirpoint, Esq.
John Thornagh, Esq.

Town of Newarl: upon Trent.
The Right Hon. William Lord Eland.
The Hon. Nicholas Sanderson, Esq.

Dron, 9.
Sir Robert Jenkinson, Bart.
Sir John Cope, Bart.,
~ University of Ozon.
The Hon. Heneage Finch, Lsq.
Sir Thomas Clargis, Knt.
City of Oxon.
The Hon. Henry Bertie, Esq.
Sir Edward Norreys, Knt.
Borough ¢of New-I¥oodstcck.

Sir John Doyley, Bart.
Sir Thomas Littleton, Bart.

Borough of Banbury.
Sir Robert Dashwood, Knt. and Bart.

Rutland, o.
Sir Thomas Mackworth, Bart.
Bennet Sherard, Esq.

Salop, 12.
The Ion. Richard Newport, Esq.
Fdward Kynaston of Ottly, Esq.
Town of Salop.
The Hon. Andrew Newport, Esq.
Sir Francis £dwards, Bart.
Borough of Bruges, alias Bridgenorth.
Sir William Whitmore, Bart,
Sir Edward Acton, Bart.

k of Ludlow.
Francis Herbert, Esq.
CHarles Baldwin, ksq.
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Borough of Wenlock.
George Weld, Esq.
William Forester, Esq.
Town of Bishop’s Castle.
Richard More, Esq.
Walter Wareing, Esq.

@omerget, 18.
George Horner, Esq.
Edward Gorges, Esq.
City of Bristol.
Sie Richard Hart, Knt.
Sir John Knight, Knt.
City of Bath.
Maurice Visc Fitz Harding.
Sir William Basset, Knt.
City of Wells.
Edward Berkley, Esq.
Thomas Wyndham, E?‘
Borough of Taunton.
Sir William Portman, Knt. of the Bath,
and DBart.
John Sandford, Esq.
Borough of Bridgwatcr-
Sir Francis Warr, Bart.
Henry Bull, Esq.
Borough of Minhead.
Francis Litterel, Esq.
Nathaniel Palmer, Lsq.
Borough of Lichester.
Sir Edward Wyndhani, Bart.
William Helyar, jun. Esq.
Borough of Milborn-port.
John Huut, Esq.
Thontas Saunders, Esq.

Southampton, 26.
The Rt. Hon. Charles Earl of Wiltshire.
The Hon. William Leord Powlett.
City of Winchester.
The Hon. Willilam Lord’ Powlett.
Francis M;riey, QETS(‘I , ‘
* fown out ton.
Sir Benjamin Newlaud, (llgﬁ:
Richard Bret, Esq.
Town of Portsmouth.
Richard Norton, Esq. . *
Henry Slingsby, Esq.
Borough-of Yarmouth.
Sir Robert Hclmes, Knt.
Fitton Gerrard, Esq.

Borough of Petersfield:
Richard Norton, Eeq. 3 -
Thomas Bilson, Faq: }
"Thomas Bilson, Esq, }
Robert Michel, Esq.

Borough of Newport, alias Medona.

Sir Robert Dillington, Bart.
Sir William Stepleus, Knt.

Borough of Stockbridge.
Oliver St John, Esq.
Richard Whitehead, Esq.

‘ Borough of Newtoun.
The Rt. Hon. Richard Earl of Ranelagh.
Thomas Done, Esq.
Borough of Christ Chureh.

Francis Gwyn, Esq.
William Ettrick, Esq.

Borough of Whitchurch.
Henry Wallop, Esq.
The Honourable James Russel, Esq.

Borough of Limmington,
Richard Holt, Esq.
John Burrard, Esq.

Borough of Andover.

Fran&{’owlet of Amport, Esy.
John Pollen of Andover, Esq.

@taffordsbhire, 10.
The Fon. John Gray, Bsq.
Sir Waltet Baggot, Bart. .
: City of Lichfield.
Sir Michael Biddulph, Bart.
Robeit Burdett, Esq»

. Borowgh of Stafford.
Philip Foley, lo:i e
John Chetwind, Esq.

Borough of Newcastle under Line.
Witliam Leveson Gower, Lsq.
John Lawton, Esq.

Borough of Tamworth.
The Hon. Henry Sidney, Esq.
Sir Henry Gough, Knt.

Suffelk, 16.

Sir John Cordel, Bart.
Sir John Rous, Bart.

Borough of Ipswich:
Sir John Barker, Bart.
Peyton Ventris, Esq.

Borodgh & Dunwich.
The Hon. Roger North, Esq. 't
Sir Thomas A%len, Bart.
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sir Philip Skippon, Knt. ?
Sir Robert Rich, Kat, agd Bart. §

Borough of @rford.
Sir John Duke, gm »
Thomas Glemham, Esq.

Borough of Alborough.

Sir Henry Johnson, Knt.
William Johnson, Esq,

Boro«gk.ojg Sadbury.
Sir John Poley, Knt. ’
Philip Gurdon, Esq.

Borough of Eye.
Thomas Knyvel, Lsq.
lienry Pooly, Esq.
Borough of St. Edmondsbury.

Sir Robert Davers, Bart.
Sir Thomas Hervey, Kat,

Surren, 14.
Sir Richard Onslow, Bart.
George Evelyn, A
: Bar%ughE;c;‘l‘ Southwart:.
Sir Peter Rich, Kant.
John Arnold, Esq.
Borough of Blechingly.
Thomas Howard, Esq.
John Glyd, Esq.
Borough ¢f Ryegate.
Roger James, Esg.
Sir John Parsons, Knt.
Borough of Guilford.
Foot Onslow, M%rchant.
Jon Weston, Esq. .
Borough of Gatlon,
Sir John Thompson, Bart.
Thomas Turgis, Esq.
. Borough of Haslemere.
White Tichborne, Esq.
Denzil Onslow, Esq.

@ugper, 20.
Sir John Pelham, Bart.
Sir William Thomas, Bart.
City of Chichester

Thomas Miller, Esq.
‘Thomas May, Esq.

Borough of Horsham.
Anthony Everfield, Esq,
John Machell, Esq.

Borough oft Millhurst,
Sir William Morley, Knt. of the Bath.
John Lewkener, Esq.-

Borough of Lewes.
Thomas Pelhain, Esq.
Richard Bridger, Esq.

Borough of Shoreham.

Sir Edward Hungerford, Knt. of the Bath

John Monke, Esq.
Borough of Bramb:r.
John Alford, Esq. .
Charles Goring, jun. Esq.
- Borough of Steyning.
Sir John Tagge, Bart,
Sir John Morton, Kut.
Borough of East-Grinsted.
Sir Thomas Dyke, Bart.
Thomas Sackvile, Esq.
Borough of Arundel.
William Morley, Esq.
William Garway, Esq.

Tarwickghice, 6.
Sir Richard Newdigate, Bart.
Sir Richard Verney, Knt.
. City of Coventry.
Sir Roger Cave, Bart.
John Stratford, Esq.
Borough of Warwick.
William Lord Digby.
William Colmore, l!sq.

Westmoreland, 4.
“Sir John Lowther of Lowther, Bart.
Henry Wharton, Esq. -

Borough of Apulby.
Philip Musgrave, Esq.
Richard Lowther, Esq.

* Wiltshive, 34,
The Rt. Hon. Edward Vis. Cornbury.
Sir Thomas Mompesson, Knt,
" City of New-Sarum.
Thomas llobby, Esq.
(iiles Eyre, Esq.
Borough of Wilton.
#Whomas Penrnddock, Esq.
Thomas Wyndbam, Esq.
Borough of Downton.
Sir Charles Rawleigh, Knt.
Maurice Bo-gm H
k of Hindon.
Robert Hyde, Esq.
John' Milner, Eag.
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Borough of 1Westbury.
Richard Lewis, Esq. ' .
The Hon. Peregrine Bertie the elder, Esq.
Borough of Heyresbury.
William Ash, Esq.
William Sacheverell, Esq.
*  Borough of Calne.
Henry Chivers, Esq..
Lionel Ducket, Esq.
Borough of Devizes.
Sir William Pinsent, Bart.
Walter Grubbe, Esq.
Borough ofq Chippenham.
Henry Baynton, Esﬂ
Nicholas Baynton, I AS?
. Borough of Malmesbury.
The Hon. Henry Wharton, Esq.
Charles Godfrey, Esq.
Borough of Cricklade.

Charles Fox, Esq.
Edmond Webbf‘ha?;
Borough of Great-Bedwin.

Sir Edmund Warnford, Knt.
John Wildman the elder, Esq.
Borough ef Lugdersale.
John Smith, Esq.
John Deane, Esq.
Borough ¢f Old Sarum.
John Young, Esq.
Thomas Pitt, Esq. :
Borough of Wootonbasset.
Henry St John, Esq.
John Wildman, jun. Esq.
: Borough of Mariborough.
Sir Jobm Ernle, Knight, Chancellor of the
Exchequer.
Sir George Willoughby, Kat.

Worcestershive, 9.
Sir James Rushout, Bart. °
Thomas Foley, Esq. . °
ity of Worcester.
William Bromley, Esq.
John Somers, Esq. °
Borough of Droitwich.
Richard Lord Coote.
Samuel Sandys, Esq. = |
Borough of Evesham.
Henry Parker, Esq.
Sir John Mathews, Knt.

Borough of Bewdley.
lenry Herbert, Esq.

Horbehire, 30.
Thomas Lord Fairfax.
Sir John Kay, Bart.
City of Yori.
The Right 1Ton., Peregrine Osborn, Vis.
Dumblain. '
Edward Thompson, Alderman.
Town of Kingston upon Hull.
William Gee, Esq.
John Ramsden, Lsq.
Borough of R’naresboroug&.
William Stockdale, Esq. )
The Lord Vis. Latimer
Thomas Fawkes, Esq. 5
Borough of g"carsbaroug&.
William Harbord, Esq.
Francis Thompson, Esq.
Borough of Rippon.
Sir Edward Blackett, Bart.
Sir Jonathan Jennin%a, Knt.
i

Borough of Richmond.
The E%J ohn Darcy, Esq.

Thomas Yorke, Esq.

. Borough of Heydon.
Matthew Ap%leyard, Esq.
Henry*Guy, Esq.

) Borbugh of Boroughbridge.
Sir Henrﬁr Goodstoke, Knt. and Bart.
Christopher Vare, Esq.

Borough of . Dalton.
Sir William Strickland, Bart.
William Palmes, Esq.

Borough of Thriske.
Thomas Franckland, Esq.

Riclrard Staines, Esq.

Borough of Aldborough.
Sir Michael Wentworth, Knt.
Christopher Tancred, Esq.

Borough of Beverley.
Sir Johd" Hotham, Bart.
Sir Michael Wharton, Knt.
Borough of North-Alierton.

William Robinson, Esq.
Thomas Lascells, Esq.

Borough of Pontefract.
John Lord Vis. Downe.
Sir Thomas*Yarburgly Knt.
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Baroxs of the Cinque Ponrts, 16.

Port of Hastings.
John Ashburnham, Esq#
Thomas Munn, Esq.

Town of Winchelsea.

Richard Austen, Esq.
Samucl Weston, Isq.

* Zown of Rye.
Sir John Darrel, Knt.
Thomas Frewin, Esq.

Port of New Rumney.

John Brewer, Esq.
James Chadwick, Esq.

Port of Hythe.
Edward Hales, Esq.
Julius Deeds, Esq.

Port of Dover.

Sir Bazil Dixwell, Bart.
Thomas Papillon, Esq.

Port of Sandwich.
Sir James Oxinden, Kuot. and Bart.
John Thurbarne, Esq.

Port of Seaford.
William Champion, Esq.
Sir Nicholas Pelham, Knt.

-WALES, 23

Anglegep, 2.
The Lord Bulkeley.:
Town of Bewmaris.
Sir William Williams, Knt. and Bart.

¥Breton, 2.
Edward Jones, Esq.
Town of Brecon.
Thomas Morgan of Tredegar, Esq.

Cardigan, 2.
John Lewis, Esq.
Town of Cardigan.
Hector Philips, Esq.

Carmarthen, 2.
Sir Rice Rudd, Bart.
Town of Carmarthen.
Richard Vaughan, Esq.

‘"Carnarban, 2.

Town of Cgrnarcan.

Denbp, 2.

Sir Richard Middleton, Bart.
Town of” Denby.

Edward Breréton, Lsq.

Fliue, 2.
Sir Roger Puleston, Knt.
Town of Flint.
Sir John Hanmer, Knt. and Bart.

Glamargan, 2.
Bussy Mansell; Esq.

; Town of Cardiffe.
Themas Mansell, Esq. 4

erioneth, 1.
r John Wynne, Kat,

Sir Hugh Owen, Bart.

_ Town of Haverford-west.
William Wogan, Esq. -
Town of icmbrook.
Arthur Owen, Esq.

gPontgomery, 2.
Edward Vaughan of Logdiarth, Esq.
Town of Montgomery.
Charles Herbert, Esq.
. ‘ Radnor, 2.
Sir Rowland Gwyn, Knt.
. Town of New Radnor.
Richard Williams, Esq.

Inall, 518
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I'he Names of the Lords of his Majesty's most Honourable Privy Council.

His majesty, the day after he was proclaimed King of England, France, and Ireland
was graciously pleased to summon divers honourable peers and gentlemen to Whitehall,
who were selected and sworn of his prig: council, viz.—

His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Can-
terbury

The Right Reverend Bishop of London

His Grace the Duke of Norfolk

Marquis of Winchester

Marquis of Hallifax

Earl of Danby, president

Earl of Lindsg

Earl of Oxfo

Earl of Shrewsbury

Larl of Bedford

Earl of Devonshire

Earl of Macclesfield

Earl of Nottingham

Earl of Bath .

Earl of Dorset and Middlesex

Lord Viscount Falconbridge
Lord Mordaunt

J.ord Newport

Lord Wharton

Lord Delamere

Lord Montague

Lord Lumley

Lord Churchill

The Hger Benting
Honouragle Henry Sidney
Honourable Edward Russel
Hopourable Henry Powle |
Richard Hampden, senior
Sir Hénry Capel

Hugh Boscawen, Esq.

Sir Robert Howard

The Prince of Orange's SPqech to the Lords, &c. concerned with him.

Anno 1689.

This speech.is supposed to have been spoken by the celebrated William of Nassau, Princc ol
Orange, to animate the Belgic confederation against the Spaniards. It was published in 1689,
as foriing a parallel case with that of his celebrated descendant William 111.

Ir is not, assuredly, any ways to ‘be doubted, (most noble lortis) but that we now

treat upon a comsmon cause.

one and the other Germany are sufficiently united in

situation, tongue, hame, traffick, life, and in all things else. And wko knows not, that in
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former times they Doth made but one body ? Their peoplq do chiefly affe_ct ]ibe;ty.
And though in Flanders the prince be hereditary, whereas in Germany he is elective,
vet almost the same pic-eminence is due by them to their states as is here attributed
to your diets. But how oft, and with how much labour and dangcr, hath it beboved
the one and the other nation to oppose thems?lves to the avaiitiousness of their
princes ? I will leave the pursuit of ancient affairs that [ may come to the‘mpre mo-
dern ; and thosc of Germany, that I may descend to the present affairs of Fianders.
When the Emperor Clrarles V. was dead, every one knows the king's son’s chiefest
desirc was to leave those parts and seltle himself in Spain.  Being there wholly trans-
formed into"the sense and customs of that people, he grew desirous to-govern Flan-
ders after the same manner and cmpire as Spain was governed. Amd what more im-
perious minister of state could he leave behind him with the Duchess of Parma than
the Cardinal Granville ? Did I say minister of state? nay, rather supreme governor ;
since, whilst he was there, the duchess bore only the name of regent: The whole
power lay in him, base Burgundian! The first “author of Fla-ndf;'rs' mischief ; and who
deserves chicfly to be punished, since the fauit was chicfly his, The government of the
ccclesiastical and temporal affairs was suddenly altered in divers sorts-by absolute au-
thority ; but chiefly by new edicts, still more grievous to the conscience, and by intro-
ducing the inquisitich. The secretest oracles are come from the council of Spain, and
are executed by secret cousaltations i Flanders. If the nobility have complained,
their complaints have proved.vain; to petition is counted treachery ; to seem troubled,
rebellion ; and the casual heady-giddingss of the common ‘people, a premeditated in-
surrection of the whole country. In fine, notking but to have a pretence to use force
against Flanders was expected in Spain. And what more light pretences could be
taken, than to %u about to supprghs those tumults, which were seen to cease almost as
soon as begun ? When so suddenly hereupon the Flemish are insolently declared in
Spain to be rebels to GGod and to the king ; and a foreign army marches to cause Flan-
ders to be treatéd hereafter, not as a successive nation, but as a conquered country.,
And who could be better chosen tb execute such violences than the Duke of Alva ?
The most haughty-minded mad of all Spain, Flanders’ greatesgenemy, and who knows
better than any other how to extinguish all remainders of rel s aad 1n lieu thereof
to use all tyranny. Ang just so it fell out. He hath begun to raise citadels in the
chiefest citics ; he bath placed garrisons every where; the places of execution run
down with blood in all towns ; no more home laws are heard of, but foreign ones. The
eountry is almost unpeopled by exilement, imprisonment, and running away ; and no-
thing but ghasthy looks, complaints, misery, desperation, and calamity, is seen every
where.  In this deplorable stgte is Flanders at the present. How much meore happy
then is Germany, which enjoys her {ormer liberty, and which, abhorring all foreign
force, knows no other empire than her own ? 1 partake of this felicity, for from hence
1 derive my blood, and my first stem remains still here. Nay, I am more hated in
Spain than any other of the Flemish, by reasog of my German spirit. I am held to be
the contriver of conspiracies, the head of sedition, the pestilence of those countries,
Their greatest anger thunders agdinst me, and the severest punishments are already
fallen upon me. Thus they seck to turn my glory into infamy ; and what greater glory
can there be than to maintain the liberty o%a man’s country, and to die father than
be enslaved ? I then, (most noble lords,) who am both a German and a Fleming, after
having lain before you the miseries of the Lower Germany, whose tears and supplica-
tions 1 bring hither with me, do, in her name, implore the help and protection of the
Upper Germany. DBut such recourse for refuge will not avail, unless you yourselves
repute the canse why:h is now in hand to be common as well to Germany as to Flan-
ders, as I at first took for granted. And who cah doubt it } Who is not aware of the
Spaniards vast designs? Doubtlessly a desire of domination ‘doth naturally reign in all
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men. One will draws on another ; nor doth what is possest give satisfaction. But how
immense, how immoderate doth this thirst appear, particularly in the Spaniards ? They
think not their unknown worlds sufficient to quench it; and will therefore extend
their empire still further in those which are known. They fix their eyes and machina-
tiops much more upon Europe in particular.  When they shall have opprest Flanders,
and have gotten so npportunc’a seat for their arms, what province will they next fall
upon ? ‘That’certainly which they shall have most reason to fear. He who will lay the
foundations of servityde well, first secks to beat down the bulwarks of liberty. W here-
fore, knowing that they shall be most withstood by the pow er and undaunted spirits of
this nation, which in all things is so united to Flanders, they will forthwith bend all
their forces hitherward. It may then be concluded, that the Spanish forces being in
Flanders, will be always ready to enter Germany ; and then what will your miscries
be, when their colonies shall likewise be seen here, new faces, new customs, severe laws
more severcly executed, heavy yokes upon men’s persons, and more heavy upon their
consciences ? This point being then granted, that the dan%)er will be common among
us, the other will be clear, that the cause should likewise be reputed common: The
rest follows on in consequence. One neighbour runs to quench the fire that is kindled
in another neighbour’s house. When a river threatens to break in, who runs not from
all sides to mend the banks? The same course ought now to be beld; all you must
haste to help the Flemish, since you are the first that are likely to feel the flames of
their fire, and they who shall first partake of the inundation of so many miseries which
they suffer, But do not believe that they will linger in expectation of your aids. They
will move as soon as they shall see you move; and their worth and virtue, which, by
so unexpected and cruel a violence, is ather stupjfied than opprest, will return with
greater vigour than before. What cannot armed (%:ration do? What dares it not ?
The entrance will be always easy from these parts Mto Friesland, and into the pro-
vinces of Flanders which are on this side the Rhine; that river will with like easiness
be at all times’ past over ; all the chief cities will Ythrow open their gates. The nobility
and all the whole country will join in the same opiion. DBut I came short when I
said that only Germany and Flanders would jein in this cause; France and Ergland,
and the other northeru eotintries, will undoubtedly join with us, since théy stand in
like fear of the Spanish forces. He that commits violence doth not always boast there-
of ; and how oft do we see oppression prove the ruirr of the oppressor i It may so fall
out, as whilst the Spaniards doasso greedily gape atter dther men’s estates, they may
chance $o lose their own; the Flemish expect only your assistance to escape so hard a
slavery ; and I; in their names, do once again earnestly implore it. The cause cannot
be more just, nor more easily helped, and 1t is yours no less than ours. All neighbours
will take it for their own concernment, and the whole north will favour it. But as the
defence will in the first place fall to your share, so the first place of victery will be
given to your forces; and so,by the title of our being oppressed, you shall for ever he
accounted our deliverers,—~8ee C.. Bentevog. Hist, Part JP

. )

VOL. X.
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A Letter written by the Emperor to the late King James, setting forth the true Occasion
of his Fall, and the Treachery and Cruelty of the French. :

“ This Letter, written by the Emperor of Germany to King James the Second after his abdication,
setting forth the causes of his majesty’s desertion by his subjects, is a proper caveat to such
rinces, always to preserve their subjects in their just rights, both in church and state, as the
st means to deserve their affection, and to secure the throne to themselves and their pos-
terity.”— Orig. Note. "
The unfortunate James, after his flight from Britain, applied himself for aid te almost all the courts
of Europe. From that of Austria, jealous of his predilection for France, he received the fol-
lowing reply, in which reproof and even insult are scarcely veiled by the usual language of
courts.

Leopold, &c.

WE have received your majefity’s letters, dated from St Germains, the sixth of Fe-
braary last, by the Earl of Carlingford, your envoy in our court: By them we have
understood the condition your majesty is reduced to; and that you, being deserted
after the landing of the Prince of,Orange, by your army, and even by your domestic
servants, and by those yop most confided in, and almost by all your subjects, you have
been forced, by a sudden flight, to provide for your own safety, and to seck shelter and
protection in France: Lastly, that you desire assistance from us for the recovering
your kingdoms. We.do assure your majesty, that as soon as we heard of this severe
turn of affairs, wé were moved at it, not only with the common sense of humanity,
but with much deeper impressions,’suitable to the sincere affection which we have al-
ways borne tp you. And we were heartily sorry, that, at last, that was come"to pass,
which (though we hoped for better things) yet our own sad thoughts had suggested
to us would ensue. If your majesty had rathér given credit to the friendly remon-
strances that were made you, by our late envoy, the Count de Kaunitz, in our name,
than the deceitful insinuations of the French, whose chi¢f aim was, by fomenting corti-
nual divisions between you and your people, to gain thereby an ppportunity to insult the
more securely over the rest of Christendom + And if your majesty had put a stop, by
your force and authority, 1o their many infractions of the peace, of which, by the treaty
of Nimegen, you are made the guarantee, and to that end entered into cohsultations
with us, and such others, as have the like just sentiments in this matter, we are verily
persuaded, that, by this means, you should have, in a great measure, quieted the minds
of your people, which were so much already exasperated through their aversion to our
religion,’ and the public peace had been preserved, as well'in your kingdoms, as here,
in the Roman empire. f?ut now we refer it even to your majesty, to judge what con-
dition we can De in to afford you any assistance, we being not only engaged in a war
with the Turks, !fm finding ourselves at the same time unjustly and barbarously at-

! Which made use of 50 many unjust and eruel means to gain its establishment—Orig. Note.
2 :
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tacked by the French, contrary to and against the faith of treaties, they then reckon-
irg themselves secure of England.® And this ought not to be concealed, that the great-
est injuries which have been done to our religion? have flowed from no other than
the French themselves; who not only esteem it lawful for them to make perfidious
leagues with* the sworn enemies of the holy cross,® tending to the destruction both
of us and the whole christian*world, in order to the checking our endeavours, which
were undertaken for the glory of God, and to stop those successes, which it hath plea-
sed Almighty God to give us hitherto, but further, have heaped one treachery on ano-
ther, even within the empire itself.® The cities of the empire, which were surrendered
upon articles, signed by the dauphin himself, have been exhausted by excessive impo-
sitions ; and aftes their being exhausted, have been plundered, and after plundering, have
been burnt and erazed. The palaces of princes, which in all times, and even the most de-
structive wars, have been preserved, are now burnt down to the ground. The churches
are robbed, and such as submitted themselves to them are, in a most barbarous manner,
carried away as slaves. In short, it is become a diversion to them, to commit all man-
ner of insolences and cruelties in many places, but chiefly in catholic countries, exceed-~
ing the cruelties of the Turks themse{vcs: which, having imposed an absolute necessi-
ty upon us to secure ourselves, and the holy Roman empire, by the best means we can
think on, and that no less against them than against the Turks, we promise ourselves,
from your justice, ready assent to this, that it ought not to be imputed to us, if we en-
deavour to procure, by a just war, that security to ourselves which we could not hi-
therto obtain by so many treaties; and that, in order to the obtaining thereof, we take
measures for our mutual defence and preservation, with all those who are equally con-
cerned in the same design with us. It remains, that we beg of God, that he would
direct all things to his glory, and that he would grany your majesty true and solid com-
fortsh under this your great calamity. We embrace yod with the tender affections of a:
brother.
At Vienna, the 9th of April, 1689.

e — e —

The Causes and Manner of the deposing of a Popish Kind in Sweden truly described.

Printed 1688.

This story, extracted from the annals of-Steden, was meant for the instruction of the English na-
tion at the Revolution. The dethromed Sigismond of Sweden carried on a long but unsuccessful
war for recovery of the Swedish crown, and*died in his kingdom of Poland in 163¢.

Gustavus Ericson, King of Sweden, having settled the reformed religion in Sweden,
and reigned thirty-eight years, left his kingdom to his son Erick, who, for his cruelty

f;‘U“d'ﬂ‘ a prince, shat, to accomplish the slavery of his subjects, was making himself tributary and vassal
O rrance.

3 Popery. . 4 &be Turks. $ Viz. All Christians.

¢ How justly does this represent the present anll late actions of the French in Germ’ny {=0rig. Notgs.
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and ill. government, was deposed, and his whole line exhereditated, to make way for
John Duke of Finland, his younger brother. _ _ K

John had a son, called Sigismond, who, being secretly bred up in the Romish religio
by his mother, who was of the Sagellonian royal family of Poland, was in his father’s
time elected King of Poland. . ..

The said King John had also a younger brother, called Charles Duke of Sudermania,
Nericia, &c. and a younger son of his own name, called Duke of Ostrogothia. .

King John died in the year 159, in the absence of King Sigismond, his eldest son;
during which, Charles, Duke of Sudermania, hlsouncle, at t 'e.desire of the states, took
upon him the government ; but sent to invite his nephew Sigismend to come and take
possession of his native kingdom as soon as might be ; promising in the mean time
to keep all quiet, and intimating, that' e hoped his majesty, when in possession, would
maintain all in the true religion and divire worship, and preserve the laws of Sweden.

At the end of the year he arrived in Sweden, having in~his company Francesco Male-
spina, the pope's legate, who hindered him long from consenting to any security, either
for religion or property ; but finding the coronation would be obstructed without that,
he gave way, as having yet, as the historian says, ome starting-hole remaining, which
was, that faith was not to be kept towards hereticks. In the mean time, he himself
would have crowned the king in the cathedral of Upsal, but was opposed by the Arch-
bishop of Upsal, whose right it was, even if that kingdom had been popish.

The coronation being over, which had been delayed above a year, during which
time, several secret attempts had been made upon Charles, Duke of Sudermania, to
make him away, King Sigismond, contrary to his coronation oath, erected a popish
church in the capital city, and made a great mau of his religion governor of the castle
of Stockholm, in which the rcyﬁ of the chancery and the arms and ammunition of
the kingdom were kept, and infthe port were the best pant of the royal navy, under
command of the castle.

A certain jesuit, called Adam Steinhall, obtained the Arcentian temple and the
Queen’s Island, with Vastheman ;monastery, which was presently filled with Romish

riests. ek .
¥ Sigismond also, by his followers and attendants, continually, affronted the establish-
ed religion, and was sending into Poland for a body of forces able to subdue the
kingd{)m; upon which.discontentments grew so high, that he hastily withdrew thither
himself. . . "

He left Sweden in confusion, having only for form’s sake writ to his uncle Charles,
to assume the administration jointly with the senate; but, at the same time, 'leaving
others with greater power, both in Sweden and Finland, as appeared when he was gone.

Charles, Duke of Sudermania, Lo avoid discord' and confusion, called a convention at
Sudertopia, which was opened with an oath of allegiance to King Sigismond, and did
likewise assert the kingdom’s right to have the coronation oath performed ; which, ha-
ving been violated in the tender point of religion, they redressed the grievance, and
suppressed the exercise of the Romish religien, banishing all priests and preachers of
thesame, and the ancient incumbents of the Vastheman monastery were restored.

Then they desired the Duke,Chmies to accept of the administpation for the good of
the kingdom, which he did. Theh began a treaty between Sigismond and the con-
vention, with Duke Charles at the head of it, which was by Sigismond spun out and
obs.tructed with much artifice ; at length the convention made several decrees for se-
curity of religion and property, and entered into an association for the defence of them,
which they desired the king to confirm, and gave six weeks time to all that dissented,
to submit on pain of being declared enemies to the public peace.

They invited hing horhe, to return in a aceable manaer, and settle the other affairs
of his.native kingdim ; but, instead of that, he invaded them with an army of eight
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thousand horse and foot, and a hundred sail, to which several Swedes joined themselves,
whom he had gained with money. ) o

An agreement was endeavoured, and, after much intercourse of negotiation, both
armies being near one another, it was consented to on both sides, that twelve of the
nopility of each side should meet and decide the whole controversy. But, by the per-
suasion of the jesuits, the royil army, in the night, conducted by Weyerus, set upon
the ducal camp, in which onset several thousands were slain, but at last the king and
all his army had been cut off, had they not called out for peace, which the duke yet
hearkened to. _ i

An agreement followed, in which the king demanded to be supplied with a navy to
go to Stockholm, promising there to call an assembly of: the states ; but he no sooner
had the shipping but he sailed away for Calmar, in which place he left a garrison of
foreigners, and then continued his voyage to Dantzick.,

The king being gone, an #ssembly of the states met at Stockholm, where they de-
clared King Sigisniond fallen from the crown and government, and were so inclined to
continue the succession, that they offered to receive his son, Prince Vladislaus, provi-
ded he might be sent home, tred up a protestant, and committed to the guardianship
of Duke Charles, but Sigismond refused it.

Afterwards another parliament met at Lincopia, and there they did expressly re-
nounce King Sigismond, and his government, as also his laws.

Then they acknowledged Duke Charles of Sudermania for their lawful king, and af-
ter him settled the crown upon his son, Gustavus Adolphus, and his heirs male.

Duke John concurred with the pajliament, and renounced his pretence to the
crown, and was content to come in after the line qf Duke Charles.

The daughter and sister of Sigismond were also ré§ected.

Then followed the coronation of King Charles, inthe year 1607, by the name of
Charles the Ninth.

These were the proceedings in Sweden, upon %hich I shall only make these few short
reflections :— .

I. That the Swedes were desirous, to the last degree, 2o preserve the succession, ac-
cording to one part of the laws of the kingdom, provided that might be done without
overturning all the rest; they were wise enough to preserve laws while laws preserved
the vation, which is the true end of all laws, but no'longer. *

I1. That King Sigismond, acrording to the spirit 8f his religion, wherever it is
grown up to bigotry, broke through his vaths, and all rules of justice and morality,
when they crossed the insatiable ambition of his priests. .

I1I. That though the Swedes, when they found that they could not keep their king,
his direct heirs, their religion and liberties all together, resolved to part with the for-
mer, they were forced to be very cautious, and endeavour to gain time by ireaties, to
unite themselves against Sigismond; who had Poland and several allies to back bins ;
without which considerations, the prudence they shewed on this affair may assure us
they would not have siffered the goverfment in so loose a posture so long as they did.

1V. That the Swedes, knowing that it is impossible on any occasion that all men
should be of the sang mind, wisely ordained that the minor part should submit to the
major, or be declared enemies to the public peace. And sure this example will be fol-
lowed, wherever reasonable and disinterested men meet on the like occasions ; for sure
mnobody can deny that it is better for any pation that some laws should be made, and
others broken, against ‘the opinion of the minor part, than that all laws, morality, and
good-nature, should give place to passion, injustice and cruelty, through their obsti-
nacy.

Now, may God Almighty open the eyes-of all Englishmen to s)e, and their heart
to embrace this truth, S peR R e .a & ) Ir hearts



22 Tracts during the Reign of King William I11.

A Memorial from the English Protestants for their Highnesses the Prince and Princess
of Orange.

This is a compendious list of the national grievances which brought on the Revolution ; but it par-
ticularly insists upon that which was of all most groundless, the Alleged attempt of James to im-
ose a supposititious child upon the kingdom. The vul%ar believed the unfortunate prince to
ge capable of any crime, as certainly he shewed himself guilty of every imprudence, which
might support the catholic cause. And this accusation, which is of a nature peculiarly adapt-
ed to the taste and comprehension of the multitude, although it has now been long abandoned
by every grave authority, had, during the stormy period in which it was current, no little ef-
fect on public opinion. The party violence of the period was so extravagant, as to receive and
circulate a variety of reports inconsistent with each other, and agreeing only in the general
conclusion, that the child was an imposition upon the nation. The reascning of the Bishop of
Salisbury is admirably summed up by Smollett.

« Qun the 10th of June, 1688, the queen was suddenly seized with labour pains, and delivered of a
son, who was baptized by the name of James, and declared Prince of Wales. All the catholics
and friends of James were transportegd with the most extravagant joy at the birth of this child,
while great part of the nation consgfed themselves with the notion that it was altogether sup-
posititious. They carefully collectéd a variety of circumstances upon which this conjecture was
founded ; and though they were inconsistent, contradictory, and inconclusive, the inference was
so agreeable to the views and passions of the people, that it made an impression, which, in all
probability, will never be effaced. Dy Burnet, who seems to have been at uncommon pains to
establish this fact, aud to have consulted all the whig nurses in England upon the subject, first
pretends to.demonstrate that the queen was not with child; secondly, that she was with child,
but miscarried ; thirdly, that a child was brought into the queen’s apartment in u warming-pan ;
fourthly, that there was no child at all in the room ; fitthly, that the queen actually bore a child,
but it died that same day ; sixthly, that it had the fits, of which it died at‘Richmond ; there-
fore the Chevalier dé St George'must be the fruit of four different impostures.”

IT cannot be unknown to your highness that the protestants of England that are
faithful to the principles and doctrines of their religion, and to the just established le-
gal government, are in divers kinds most intolerably vexed and oppressed by the po-
pish contrivances and practices, covered with the pretences and-name of authority.

That illegal' things are daily imposed upon them, in their sevéral stations and places,

* The instances ihereof are too many te be recited; but some thereof are these, vig.—

1. Most of the prosestants are pressed to dedlare for a repeal of all the laws made for the reformation of our
religion and its settlement.

2. All the subjects are forced to submit to serve and obey those that are no lawful judges, sheriffs, jus-
tices of the peace, mayors, lords-lieutenants, and other commanders; and all are threatened, vexed, and pro~
secuted, (as the Lord Lovelace now is) that dare but say that such have no lawdul.authonty.

3. Allthe subjects are commanded to suffer all the actions and offences of their lives, and the secrets of
their hearts, to be searched into, and their chief interests, and many of their freeholds, to be judged by the dis-
cretion of a few of the kipg's creatures, called his commissioners for ecclesiastical affairs, whose commnssion
is to proceed without and Jigainst the rules of our laws, with a yon obstante to all othier laws, and every man ia
required %o assist their arbfirary powers, on peril of their censures, which extend to imprisonment for life.
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which they are convinced, in their consciences, can never be justified unto God or the
kingdom, and yet they are pressed upon them (without regard to their consciences)
by loss of their offices and employments, and many other threatened effects of the king’s

displeasure. ) P * i . )
That many of thetﬁegal liberties, benefits, and means of subsistence in their church-

es and colleges are taken from them by mere will and pleasure, *and processes and pro-
secutions by-arbitrary commissioners * are threatened and begun against great num-
bers of them without their guilt of the least offence or transgression against any of the
laws of this realm. ° .

That they are debarred and spoiled of the due free * election of their magistrates and
officers in their cities and towns, and pretended officers and magistrates are imposed
upon them and turned out and put in at the king’s absolute will, as they are found
ready to comply with, and serve the popish design either ignorantly or corruptly.

That several of the bodies politick of their cities and towns are declared to be dis-
solved at the king's pleasure, (to terrify and subjugate the minds of all the rest,) and
the citizens and burgesses are thereby disfranchised * and divested of all their good

4. All our ministers are required, under grievous menaced penalties, to be the king’s criers, to proclaim in
the churches the king’s power to suspend at once the force and use of all our penal laws made in 400 years past
to secure the rights of the crown, the freedoms and properties of the realm, and the profession of the pro-
testant religion.

5. All the protestants are forced, by fear of the king's wrath, to suffer the rights of the crown, and the
freedom of the realm, against foreign powers and laws, to be publickly denied, and the force of foreign laws
over them to be msintained ; they are enjoined by the king to neglect their sworn duties to Gud, to the crown
and kingdom, of prosecuting at law those treasons which they know and see to be daily commilted, for whicl
no excuse can be made by pretence of liberty of conscience in Christ’s religion.

6. The constables, and other officers throughout the realm, are™grced to quarter Irish and Scots, and other
mercenary soldiers, in their neighbours houscs, against their wills, ihcontempt of the ancient laws and the ex-
press words of the late statutes.

7. All the gentlemen and freeholders are pressed to renounce their native and legal freedoms in their choice of
members for parliament. ¢

8. The freemen of the cities and towns are urged to yield up tq, the king’s will the tenure of their magistra-
cies, and all their free customs and privileges, .

9. All the people are forced, by fear of punishments, to suffer a chfld to be declared heir apparent of the

crown, which ought not, by fhe known laws of the kingdom, to have been acknowledged, until lawful witnesses
of his birth of the queen had been duly published to the kingdom, as was necessury in this cnse, wherein publick
fame makes him u counterfeit. Yet to their shame and grief, the people are forced to seem in their publick
prayers to present him 10 God as their prince, and dare not ask who are ghe witnesses of his birth,
+ 10. Many of their juries are pressed"to find their neighbours criminals, though in their consciences they
think tlem innocent ; as is notorious (amongst many other instances) in the case of those that made innocent
expressions of their joy for the justice that was done to the seveu bishops; and many are forced to submit
to be tried in matters about the loss of their estates, by fines ; and their lives also, by juries returned, by se-
cret contrivances and nominations, contrary tv the direction of our laws, being neither of the most sufficient
nor most indifferent of the nearest neighbours to the facts in qaestion, nor by sheriffs sworn a= the laws require,
whereby the course of the kingdom’s justice is perverted, and the legal government subverted.

All these instances are too well known to.be denied by our advcrsanes.

* Viz. The case of the Lord Bishop of London suspended. Of Doctor Peachel, Vice-chancellor of Cambridge,
and Master of Pembroke-Hall, deprived. Of Daqctor Hough, and 26 fellows of Magdalen-College, Oxford,
besides the demyes outed from their free-hold and hivelihood, and decrced incapable of uny other prefermem,
only for keeping to the law, the statute’of their college and vaths. ¢The suspension of near 200 wunsters in the
county of Durham, for réusing to read to their people the king’s dealaration for dispensing with our laws, &c.

* Viz. 'The summons of the commissioners for ecclesiastical affairs to che chaucellors, commissaries, andarch-
deacons of the diocese, of most of the bishops to return the names of all the mimsters that did not read the
king’s declaration, wherein they trunsgressed no law ecclesiastical or civil.

3 The city of Londnn, and all the cities and towns corporate of the hingdom are sad instances of this, the
king alone setting up whom he pleuses to bave the numes and use the powers of their formerly chosen mags-
trates,

4 So the king bath done to the ancient cities of Oxford, Winchester, and the borough of Totness, now threat-
ens to do the same to the great city of Norwich, or something tantamount, wheneby he assumes to dispose of the
subjects legal interests at (A will, us if the subjacts had no property.—Orig. Nutes,
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customs, freedoms, and privileges, if they cannot in conscience comply with illegal
commands, and will not treacherously surrender their legal rights and privileges unto
the king's will. ) ) ) _

That the legal securities provided by the kings and kingdom in parliament against
the dangers of their religion and liberties, are by the king’s absolute command thrown
aside, and made ' useless, by pretence of his power to dispense with those penal laws,
notwithstanding the subjects right in them for the protection and safety of their reli-
gion, liberties, and lives, whereby the very foundation of all the subjects rights and
propertics is undermined and shaken, and a new claim is set up and maintained, that
the subjects have no right, property, or security against the will and pleasure of their
kings.

That by colour of such a dispensing power, the trust of the kingdom’s defence and
safety by military powers are put into 'such hands as are made * incapable of them by
many express laws of the king's and kingdoms in parliament, which justly give the
protestants sad apprehensions of imminent dangers, seeing themselves iut into the
power of those that publickly profess to be in union and communion with the church
of Rome, that openly declare themselves to be the mortal enemies to all protestants ;
and that they are bound, upon peril of their salvation, to seek their destruction if they
shall continue constant to the protestant profession.

That, contrary to the express laws of the * realm lately declared in parliament, an
army of papists and mercenaries is maintained and dispersed through the kingdom in
full peace, to the great disquiet and terror of the protestants; and they are in divers
ways constrained to receive these soldiers into their houses, to sojourn there against
their wills, whereby they are deprived of their ‘peace and security in their families, and
of their converse with their nei{:j}bdurs and friénds, and of the advantages they might
make in their ways of living.

That the king hath barred and forbidden the execution of the ancient laws of the
realm, against divers sorts of treasons and other most heinous crimes ; and all the sta-
tutes now known to have been made from age to age for 500 years past, in relation to
the popes and Romish priests * powers and practices, are suspended ; though the expe-
rience of the papists in all those ages shewed those precepts and practices to be mis-
clrievous and dangerous, that they often complained in parliament they fearcd the *
destruction of the kingrdom by them. : -

His majesty also'so controuls the courts of law in the courts wherein justice ought
to be administered, that the judges (though they bave highly served the popish de-
signs) are turned out of their places, honours, and peunsions, if they dare but suifer the
Jlaws justly to acquit those whom the king would have condemned, as appears (amongst
divers instances) by his late displacing Judge Halloway and Judge Powell, upon the
legal acquittal of the seven bishops.

* The late statutes of 25 and 30 of Car. I1. were made expressly for the protestants security ; so were those
of 5 Fliz. 1. 13 Eliz. 2. 23 Eliz. 1. 27 Eliz. 2. 1 Jac. 5 Isc. 1. and the stat. 25 Hen, VIlI. 19, 20, 2!, and
many ancient stat, of Ed. 1. Ed. IL. Ed. 1IL, Rich 11, and many other kings, were made to secure the people
from the apprehensions of the church of Rome; and the king hath declared that none of them skall at any
time hereafter be put in execution, ‘ :

* "Tis known all the professed papists are by the stat. Eliz. Jac. I. and Car. II, made incapable of holding
any trust or powers in the kingdom, and that the king hath placed the most of them in their bands.

$ See the Pet. of Right, 3 cart. und the late statutes Car. II. that declare the dispersing of soldiers into the
country, and the quarlering them in the subjects houses, to be against the Jaws and customs of the realm ; and
’tis demanded and enacted as the people’s right, that they shall never be so burdentd by soldiers,

4 See the king's declaration for liberty of conscience, that suspends the execution of all the penal laws what-
soever in matters ecclesiastical, those that make it treason to maintain the pope’s powers uud canons to be above
our laws, or to take his dispensations of obedience to them.

5 Sce the statutes 35 Bw. I, 25 Edw, 11, 27 Ed, lL, 16 Rich. IL 5.e=Orig. Notes.
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We need not shew to your highness more particular instances of our oppression, since
"is notorious that there is a publick attempt authorized by the king to subvert the very
foundation of the whole civil legal government of the kingdom, that is, the people’s free
election (in the customary established course by counties, cities, and boroughs,) of
thejr deputies to act and consent for thém in parliament unto all laws to be made and
repealed. ' ; '

) he truly neble monarchy was founded on equal freedom ; and the civil government
of ‘England was always of right truly free,’ because no laws or authorities ever bound
the persons and properties of the kingdom save only these, wherein the kifigs and all
the subjects freely agreed, every subject’s free * consent being deemed by our laws to be
given personally, as by his deputies to the enacting and repealing of every law.

Therefore the statutes of old, in affirmance of the common custom of England, de-
clared that elections should be free ? from all interruptions and interpositions by the
king or the pope, and the kirgs have bound themselves by the statutes no way to dis-
turb any electors in making their free elections.

.No commands, promises, or threats, no prayers nor solicitations, ought to be made
unto the electors by the king or pope, or any others : The people’s deputies (say the
laws) are to be chosen freely and indifferently, without pre-engagement of the electors
or fear of displeasing the king, and without promises of favour or rewards to' them.
They are to be indifferent at the time and place of election, and in such manner to pro-
ceed, notwithstanding any request or command to the contrary, otherwise Lhe elections
are void and null. .

But we are not able to number the vayious kinds of attempts and practices to over-
turn this foundation of our government, "

There have been infinite endeavours and artifices openly used to desiroy the customs,
privileges, charters, and governments of all' the cities™and boroughs, by whom feur

arts in five of the members of the commons in parliament are to be chosen by the cus-
tom of England ; and to bring all these bodies politick, and all their magistrates and
officers, to be dependent on the king’s will, and to be obliged as his creatures (not the
cities and towns trustees) to serve his gopish and arbitrary designs, or to be turned out
of their places at his pleastire, and such as are either papists or more ignorant and cor-
rupt put into their places.

*T1s kuown to aH, that for this purpose, to destroy our goverhmept under colour of
law, there have been causeless wiits of guo warranto brought by the king against most
of “the cjties and boroughs of the kingdom ; those were seconded by instruments ap-
pointed to terrify the magistrates of the cities and towns with the king’s severe dis-
pleasure if they dared to insist upon their legal right and contest with the king at law,
to fright them with the intolerable charge, that their legal defence would cost them
more than they could bear, and boldly affirming that they could not hope to maintain
their customs, privileges, and eharters against the king, since he was resolved to have
them at his command ; ¢hen they tempted them with promises of new charters if they
would comply and surrender their old lilerties into the king’s hands, and pretended
that the es of all that refused it must be returned &o the king's attormey-general.

"Tis no less known, ithat judges were prepared to,damn the pleas of all such cities

* See 24 Hen. VIIL 2. 25 Hen. 21. 'Tis declared that the realm is free-and subject to no laws but by their
own consent ; and that the kipg-and parliament, representing the whole state of the realm, have the power to
dispense with thd laws as shall'see occasion.

* See the statutes'1 J&c.'?'l '

3 Sce stat. Westm. 1. 8 Ed. 7. The common law is there declared, and®the king bindeth himself nat to dis-
1;1:13 auy;lectoﬂ to make free elections. See Car. IL. parl. Sce 7 Hen. IV. 15. 8 Hen. V1. 4. 9 Hen, 1V. 8.

figo atcss
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and towns as would stand upon their right, and plead to the quo warranto, as the ma-

istrates of London resolved to do; their common council refusing to surrender their
Ebertiea notwithstanding all commands, terrors, and intreaties that were used to them
they knew it was not in their power to betray their city, nor in the king’s power to re-.
- ceive unto himself these customs, powers, and privileges, which the great charter and
the common law had given them. But such judges as’would not judge that ancient
body politick (that had holden their customs above 1000 years) to be dissolved, were
turne(f out, and all the freedoms and principles due to the citizens and their heirs, and
to the city and their successors, were declared by the judges to be forfeited ; his now
majesty’s instruments thereby preparing his way (under the shadow of the late king)
to destroy the government of all other cities and towns, by frightening them into sur-
renders, or making a precedent for judgment against them ; and it hath taken such ef-
fect, that the term of almost all those bodies politick is illegally changed, and the cities
and towns brought to such a forlorn estate, that they Itave no magistrates or officers.
but at the king’s will and during his pleasure. :

As there is an actual subversion of the freedom of the government of the cities and
towns, the tenure of their magistrates, and their free customs being utterly destroyed,
and those that now exercise the magistracies therein being incapable to chuse freely
and indifferently, and to return legally, members for parliament, so there are continual
attempts upon the personal freedom and indifferency of all the electors for parliaments
throughout the kingdom.

His majesty has personally solicited, and attached so many of them by his smiles
and frowns in secret, to accept of such for their deputies in parliament as will comply
with his designs, that his closeting® electors is become a bye-word amongst the peo-
ple : He has made them consent to be barred of their freedom in electing for parlia-
ment, and in voting therein, if they be chosen, to be a test of their fitness to hold
their offices and employments of profil and trust, and to have place in the magistracy.

The three questions to that purpos¢ are known to all, which his majesty’s ministers
required to be answered by the justices of the peace and all other officers.

The lord lieutenants of all the counties, by the king’s special command, have sum-
moned the chief officers und gentlemen in his majesty’s name, to flatter or terrify them
out of the use of their freedom in electing for parliament ; and marks of the king’s dis~
pleasure have been pu# upon those that resolved to keep their freedom and inditferen-
cy, to elect worth§ and fit deputies according to their judgments and consciences.

An unheard-of soit of commissioners, as to their qualities and instructions, are lately
sent from his majesty throughout England, to delude or affnght the .electors into a
choice of such members for a convention, (to be called a parliament) as will engage to
serve his designs of abolishing all those ancient laws and tests that are the only human
securities of the free profession of our religion, and the clearest authoritative declara-
tions of the rights of the crown and the liberties.of the people.

There need not be plainer proofs, that the axe is laid tp the root of our civil go-
vernment, as the most certain way to introdace the laws and religion of Rome. Yet,
to .convince the whole world in, this matter, his majesty has publisbed a second *de-
claration, wherein he has positively declared his mind, that none,ought to be employed
under him in the kingdom, who will not contribute to these his designs, and chuse such
members of parliament as may do their part to finish what he has begun. He has pro-
nounced all that shall refuse it to be neither good Christians wor lovers of their coun-
try’s wealth and power ; and he declares, that he has begus his intended form of ga-

* Note, that the king's practice of :lom.iug members of parliament was the same as it's now for electors,
* See the King's Soco?d Derlaration for Liberty of Conacience, April 27, 1688,—~0rig. Notes.
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vernment suitable to those principles, having turned out, by his absolute will, many ci-
vil and military officers throughout the kingdom, in Eursuance of this great work.

This puts it out of dispute, that his majesty thinks he ought not to suffer any free
election for parliament, whilst there are such numbers of faithful protestants to contest
fog, the elections, who canuot in conscience contribute to the work he has begun ; that
is, upon pretence of liberty of conscience to allow his majesty to surrender unto the
pope the rights and freedom of the crown and the kingdom, or to acknowledge that
the people of England ought, by the laws of God and Christ, to be subjected to the
thurch of Rome’s laws and juﬂctjons in their person, and great part of tHeir estates,
That the pope.and his priests canonists shonld judge them by their canons, in the
tawfulness of their marriages and contracts, and legitimate or bastard their heirs as the
please ; that the disposal of their goods and chattels by their last wills, their debts
about tythes, and their good names and bodies on pretence of penances, should be in
their power and will, )

This is the work begun by his majesty, which dishonours and debases the English
imperial crown, and subveris the native freedom and the civil properties and interests
of Englishmey.

Those are the proper matters and occasions of most of our penal laws in matters ec-
clesiastical, to prevent the fraud ard danger of holy pretences for such unrighteous at-
tempts against our natural and civil properties.

Our penal laws are to punish offences against the civil government and human so-
ciety, though they be about. matters ecclesiastical : the subjects of England cannot pre-
tend to be exempted from them, becausge of their consciences, any otherwise than they
may wickedly claim to be free {rom thg penal laws,against felonies and murders, if they
shall plead that they robbed 4r killed according to their consciences.

His majesty’s avowed intent and endeavours are tr?}ﬁ:::e the emissaries of Rome’s
priests and papists from the punishments and dangers of “those our penal laws, against
such manifest attempts upon the freedom, right8, and properties of the realm ; that his
new-erccted popish colleges, his convents of monksghis four provincial bishops, and his
nuinerous priests, may be authorized by him,"withouf ferce of laws, to maintain the
church of Rome’s canons‘to be of greater authority thath the laws of the realm; to de-
clare all the power of magistracy in protestants hands to be unlawful, and all right and
title to their estates forfeited to the papists, by their being protéstants; to own and jus-
tify dispensations from Rome, with their obedience to all such laws of the realm as the
pope and his priests dislike ; and professedly to hold communion with the church of
Rome, the French king, and all foreign papists, that declare themselves mortal enemies
to the religion and power of the protestants, to contrive with them the suppression or
extirpation of them out of the realm. 5 '

This work his najesty hath so far begun, that he hath suspended and siopped the
execution of the.penal laws against all these high crimes, some whereof the ancient pa-
pists of this kingdom made capital ; and he declares all such protestants as will not help
to finish it, not to be ghalified as Christitns or Englishmen for any employment in the
kingdom, and therefore least of all to be members of, parliament. Hereby his majesty
attempts to confine #he electors in their choice to so small a party, that he allows them
not the choice of one of forty whom our laws make apable of being elected for parlia-
ment; the number is so small (professed papists excepted,) out of which his will is to
have members of parliament chosen, that our laws will judge it no choice if be can im-
pose his will wpom the. kingdom, a8 he hath declared it.

Hereby your highnesses may be satisfied that our case is deplorable; it seems not suf-
ficient for our popish enemies to seek the abolition of all our ancient penal laws, that
are not agreeable to those new-inventgd doctrines and pernicious gractices of the pre-
sent church of Rome, which the penal statites shew 1o have been;bhorred by dur an-
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cient English * papists, but their design is to destroy the constitution and form of the
free government of the kingdom, from whence arose all those penal laws against théir
churches, proud domination, and their usurpation of the rghts of the crown and the
whole realm. . , .

They know by our histories and records, that the frcg parliament always made «he
complaints from age to age against their pernicious claims of power over our kings,
our Ems, our courts of judicature, and their judgments; and against their exactions,
impositions, frauds, and delusions of the Fcople, with their superstitious folly, where-
by they gained a *third of the revenues of England, apd drew so much money to Rome,

that they, impoverished, and almost ruined the kin ' .

They are sensible that they have been able to enslave to the pape arid priests several
of the greatest English kings, that they could prevail with the king for licences and

ardons to them to transgress the laws that the parliament made, to preserve the sub--
jegts’ rights and properties, and that the parliament only* caused new laws to be made
or declaring sucE #licences, dispensations, and pardons of the king void and null.

They know that they have persuaded several of the kings, that the pope could ab-
solve their conscience from all obligation by the laws, and from agreements, promises,
and oaths to their kingdom,* to maintain their great charters, and all their laws and li-
bertiess and that they prevailed upon one.of them to resign the $ kingdom entirely to
the pope, and to hold it of him by rent; and they understand that the people, in free
parliament only, made and declared all. such dispensations and resignations void and
null, and justly required those kings to renew their oaths to the kingdom, to preserve
their liberties; and scorned (with indignation) the pope’s demands® of his pretended
rent for the kingdom, declaring, thgt their kings had no such patrimonial right in the
kingdom, to subject it to any powers on earth.

They cannot hope that a {:zby-chosen representative of this kingdom can suffer such
a delusion to be put upon thefn, to he persuaded that due Christian liberty of consci-
ence requires them either to allow the Yoreign Romish laws or canons, to contest for
power and place with the laws of England, or to suffer any of the subjects of England
openly to profess themselves, their persons, marriages, or estates, to be subject to any
foreigner’s jurisdiction ; and to depend on their authority, offiees, and sanctions, and
the exercise of them, for their eternal salvation, (which 1s, in truth, to renounce their
subjection to England,por to own and avew to have the nearest union and commu-
nion with foreigners, that operfly profess themselves mostal enemies to more than a hun-
dred to one of the whole realm, and to be bound in conscience to seek their syppres-
sion or destruction.

They cannot think-that a free English parliament should not always know, that no
*doctrines of Jesus Christ ever destroyed or changed the natural and civil right of any

person or nation; or allowed, that any part of the people of a free country should cor-
respond with, or depend upon the declared enemy of the far greatestpart of it; they
have therefare rgsolved to overturn the very foundation of our <ivil government, the
people’s free choice of their deputies for parfiament, that there may never be a free
parliament more ia the kingdom, which is a plot much worse than their gun-powder
treason.

]"‘ See the grievous complaints of the Commons in 25 Edw. II. 4. Provisos, and 6 Rich. 11, 5. 27 Edw.
* See Parlinment Roll, 4 Hen. V. 1 Hen. V,
3 See the Statutes, 3 Hen. V. Statutes, 4, 7. Hen. IV, 8.
* So the pope absolved Hen. 111, knd Edw. I. from their oath to kesp the great charter.
5 King John made.
¢ See thgRoll Part. 40, Edw, II1. num, 8. rot, claus, 3 Edw. I. calls King Johe’s charter, and granted to
the pope a wigatunjust and forceless charter, since burnt,~Orif. Notes.
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It seems they think it safest as yet, 1o keep a shadow of elections for their ntended
convention, by formmng bodies politick of cities and towns, to name or return whom
the king pleascs, and by the specious name of liberty of conscience, with promises of
favour and threats of displeasure, to deceive or affright the other electors, to accept of
those,for their deputies that the king shall offer ; but if this attempt upon the prime
fundamental of our whole civil government shall be suffered, the king may hereafter,
with as much jastice, law, and reason, call whom he pleaseth, from any parts of the
kingdom, to consult with, and in the name, and under pretence of their.advice,‘change
our laws and customs, impose taxes, and alter at his pleasure the "succession of tEe
crown. i .

We must with sorrow shew your highness, that they have so far prosecuted this their
design against our government, that they have rendered it impossible to have a legal
free parliament elected and returned, in the present state.of the cities and boroughs, the
sheriffs and officers, and the comdition of the electors, great numbers of them are quite
Larred of their freedom and indifferency to elect, which our Jaw requires, by the decla-
red displeasure of the king, and the threatened and certain loss of their offices and em-
ployments and benefits, if they accept not of such for their trustees as have unworthily
resolved or promised tovote against our established laws, as the king will have them,
without hearing the reasons about them by the kingdom in parliament; and, as we
believe, without knowing the intent and purpose of the laws they promise to abro-
rate.
£ "Tis not now practicable to have the legal free consent of the kingdom unto the ma-
king or repealing of any laws, (without which they- cannot be obligatory,) uatil there
be a just restoration of the customs and liberties of the cities and boroughs, which have
been 1llegally and treacherously surrendered, or unduly wrested from them, and legal
magistrates shall be duly chosen to execute writs for elec&izrfls and make returns, un-
til there be a revocation of the king’s terrifying declaration\af the unfitness for parlia-
ment, and publick employment of all that will not fielp to finish his great work begun,
of destroying all our penal laws, for preventing the papish practices against the rights
of the crown and the realm. ' . .

Nor until there be an absolute renunciation of all the promises, engagements, and
subscriptions of the electors of parliament, taken by bis majesty’s orders, and ministers
to restrain their freedom and indifferency in their elections. Thus she cunning and ma-
lice of ourr popish adversaries have gut off all our legal means of relief by the free com-
mon‘councils of the kingdom, whilst they lay close siege to take our bodies and souls

captive. : . :

We need not remember your highnesses that these attempts and endeavours to sub-
vert our liberty in our religion and government, is a part of that geueral design that
was formed and concluded on many years since, in the most secret councils of the po-
pish princes, chiefly managed by .the jesuits, to root out of all Europe the profession of
the protestant reformed religjon, and the people’s liberties.

We will not mention thé notorious actuak prosecutions of that popish resolution in
several kingdoms and dominions,? nor the treacherous, falseness of those princes in,
their treaties, agreementy, and oaths, nor the oppressions, bloodshed, and all kinds of
unrighteousness that have been practised by them, in‘order to that general great de
sign. :

The instance aloneof the French king is enough to be'named instead of all, because
he hath owned ard published to the whole world his part in that design, and by com

* Note, that Cromwell took upon him such a power, to send for men by his letters, without election, and

called them a parhament, and fcts, and intended to Have changed the succession ¢f the crown to his own*fa-
mily, if those his creatures could haye agreed with hwn, . .
* That 15, in France, the dukedom of Savoy, the kingdom of Poland, and many othem-—‘Orsg- Notegd
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paring the violences, banishments, and murders done upon the protestants at the same
time, by other popish princes, (as they were able) with his public confessions of his
long-laid design, we may make a {rue judgment of the whole. _

he French king, by his edict * of 1683, hath declared, that he entered into that de-
sign from his coming to the crown ; and it aﬁpcars by the edict+ then prepared, a1_1d
agreed by his council of conscience, that all his renewed edicts in the protestants fa-
vour, his acknowledging and registring in parliament their great services for hin, and
his advancement of many of them to the highest dignities, military and civil, in his
kingdom, were done to flatter and deceive them ; he calls _God to be witness of his de-
signs and resolutions at that time, to abolish their religion by degrees, and that he
only attended his fit opportunity for that great work, as 'tis called by our king, and
by that edict. ) _

In that interim of his seeming kindness to the protestants, ancd solemn professions
to them and 'some of the protestant princes, for their bbserving faithfully the law and
edict of Nantz, that was like the French protestants great charter ; there were all pos-
sible secret contrivances and practices to prepare for that great work, especiaily in Iing-
land, that hath long been the head of the reformed religion, and the chief terror of the
French king and the popish world ; he shewed his fear of the people of England when
he barbarously banishied his now majesty, and the late king, in their distress, rather
than displease Cromwell; he therefore applied his principal councils and endeavours to
distract and weaken the protestants of -Engtand, and to persuade and assist the late
king covertly to increase and strengthen the popish party; for that end, his dearest
confessor, tﬁe jesuit Le Chaiz, was ordered to correspond with Mr Colemau, that was
then secretary to his now majesty, and the letters,s contessed by him before thousands,
shewed that the matter proposed was to root out of the world the protestant religion,
under the name of the norghern heresy ; and ten times more of the particulars ot that
wretched design had appedred, if all Mr Coleman’s latest letters for two years and 2
half, that were brought to Whiteh4ll, and many culled out of the rest, had not been
there suppressed, and kept from the sight of the parliament ; yet Mr Coleman on his
trial confidently avowed, hefore all the people, that design of subverting the protest-
ant religion, and that he was only a subordinate minister in.it.

It appears by those letters that the French king’s money was to manage that work,
and the letters brought into parliament by the now Lord Montague, acknowlédged by
the late king, to'be writterr by his order, prove to the world that the late king was con-
tent to become the French king’s pensioner, for five hundred thousand pound per an-
num, to keep off the mueting of parhaments. - We had then discovered the increase of
{mpery. and the danger of the protestant religion; and had thercupon formed the par-
lament’s test, and were preparing other laws for security against the popish designs.

It hath also been manifest to the world, that all kind of devices and artifices that
the jesuits councils could invent, were, about the same years, used to pervert the faith
and religion of the united provinces, or to betray them into.the French king’s power,
or at least a dependence upon him, - ’

- 'Tis now ‘motorious to the world that an agreement was made between the French
king and his 1ate majesty of.England, to subdue and divide those provinees, that they
might no more be.either a support or rgfuge for the protestants. We crave pardon for
our boldness, that we humbly appeal to your highness, whether your integrity and
constancy in the protestant religion, and your fidelity to your country’s treedom, were

$ That edict of 1685 is worthy to be read by every true protestant.
* "Tis fit o see in that edict prepared, as it's published, the opinion they have of protestants that they are
:Ihecmed‘ympnble of huvigg any right to cluim the benefit of the treaties, promises, or caths made to them by
© papi ¢ :
S'SeolE-Coleman'alLettan in print, published by the parliament’s command.—Orig. Notes.
8
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not, about those years, vainly attacked by those two kings, or at least by one of them;
and whether the piety, generosity, and_ brave scorn _and indignation expressed at their
proposals, did not fix an enmity in their hearts against you, the effects whereof you
have suffered ever since.

The world hath also seen the, effects of the French king's prosecution of the same
design to take away the support of the protestant interest, by his pensions to the chief
men of the kingdom of Sweden, and to such as he could prevail with in the court of
Brandenburg, and all other princes courts that adhere to the protestant interest.

Yet the chief of his expence was upon our late king and his ministers and counsel-
lors, who concurred in all the secret practices and contrivances to weaken the power
of the protestants, and to suffer the greatness, glory, and terror of the I'rench king to
be advanced ; but he durst never openly and avowedly join with him in the great work
againust the protestant religion, for fear of his protestaut subjects, he havingdeluded
them with so many solemn protestations of his faithfulness to their religion and their

oliberty.

Thg French king found, by experience, that the parliaments had prevailed with our
king to break all the measures that they had taken together for the destruction of the
united provinces, by obliging him to a separate peace with them, which had forced
him to let fall his then spreading plumes, and in crafty ways to’seek and solicit a
truce; and therefore he durst not, during our king's life, put in execution his great
work that he declares had been so long in his heart, that by torments, murders, and
all sorts of harbarous cruelties, to oppress the professors and profession of the raform-
ed religion, and entirely to raze and expunge the memory of it, as his edicts and his
practices now declare to be his intentions. :

The French king durst not throw off his disguise and shew himself to be like a ra-
ving wolf to his protestant subjects, until our now king hﬁl‘pubiickly espoused the po-
pish design, which he had, together with him, long prosexuted in the dark, and until
he had begun to invade the protestants liberties ahd securities, his putting the military
powers into popish bands, and to demand the parliament’s consent to a law, (which
they refused) to authorize him to make his papists the gugrdians of the protestant reli-
gion and lives. . . . - :

The French king then knew that the people of England were in no capacity to in-
terpose in behalf of his protestant subjects, however he should destroy them; and, as
hig edict says, being by the truceywithout fear of disturbance, be eacirely applied him-
self to the great design ; he sent his dragoons tu destroy the paor protestants goods, and
to torment their bodies with more cruelty and inhumanity than ever was practised since
the creation ; he resolved, for his glory, (as his clergy told him) “to shew himself the
first and most illustrious of the churcu’s childfen, and the. extirpater of the protestant
heresy,” which they told him was a more solid and immortal title than be acquired by
all his triumphs. . .

He then presented that work of .extirpation, as Saul did to strange countries, breath-
ing out threatnings and’slaughter ; he seht to the Duke of Savoy, and, as that court
complaing, persuaded and frighted that prince into a gost unchristian and bloody de-
cree, to compel the nfost ancient protestants in the vallies of Piedmant to turn ﬂaplsts
forthwith ; and they being faithiful to their religion, that edict was pursued by the help
of his dragoons, and the harmless’ protéstants tormented and murdered more cruelly
than the worﬁd’ vermines ot serpents, until they were utterly destroyed, and their
country given to tlie papists. That court of Savoy seems still ashamed’ of that horrid
wickedness, and says, for their excuse, “ that the French king declared he would root

¢ Sce the relation of it ﬁin&d. 7 See DrJBumet's letter from his persondl enquiry.~=Orig. Notes,
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out those protestants by his own force, and possess the country, if the duke would not
h“"r[?h?:ﬁ;dreﬁ:;:lgf the protestants of England hath been always esteemed the prin-

cipal part of the popish design, to extirpate the protestant (t-hgloq, apd therefore all

the Romish cotmcils, policies, and industries; their conspiracies, poisoning, and messa-

cres, have been loug em loyed about it, and bave perfectly gained our now king to

serve their design; they have united him with the French king, that ‘their conjoined

councils, treasures, and strength, may finish the werk of bringing England to the

obedience of their church. 'Tis many ways evident that both the kings are under the

Jike conduct, and our king proceeds in the same inethods against us wherein the French

king hath been successful, to destroy the protestants of his kingdom. lhs first at-

tempt is to subvert our civil government and laws, and the freeaom and.being of our

parliaménts, just as the French king first invaded the sugreme legal authority of France
which was vested in the assembly of estates, from whom alone he now derives his

crown. Qur king, in imitation of his brother of France, strives to bring all the offices -
and magistracy of the kingdom, that were legally of the Eepple’s choice, to be solely

and immediately depénding on his absolutg will for their being, whether they arise by

our common law, or be instituted by statutés or charters. He endeavours, by various

artifices, to bring the disposal of all the properties and estates of the people, and their

lives and liberties, to be at his mere will, by a perversion of the instituted course of
our juries, and byjudEes and a chancellor fit for that purpose, and every moment de-

pendemt on his will; he seeks to make his proclamations- and declarations to have as

much power over our laws as the French king’s edicts : and, after his example, he es-

tablisheth a mercenary army, to master and subdae the people to his will.

If he can prevail in these things to overturn the civil government, then the liberty
of the protestant profession of conscience ir_l all forms, however seemingly settled
by him, will be precariousnd he may as easily destroy it as the French king hath
abolished the irrevocable edicts, tredties, or laws of his kingdom, confirmed by his
oath, which were as good security to those protestants as any Magna Charta that our
king can make for us, or any act of a convention with the name of a parliament which
is possible for him to hold in the state unto which he hath reduced the kiggdom.

Our king hath the same French copy, by which he writ, assuring the protestants of
grace and clemency, giving them promises of equal liberty of conscience with his pa-
pists, in preferring unto officés and employments those whom he resolves to suppress
and ruin, preventing the exgcution of laws, and in allowing liberty of conscience in
some notions,<and the outward forms of worship in the Christian religion, provided al-
ways, that they have no regard or conscience for the substance of Christ's religion in
justice and righteousness, nor stumble at complying with him, or assisting him in the
highest crimes against Jesus Christ, by invading the rights and libertics of the king-
dom, and assuming a forcible domination to oppress whom he pleases, which is a sub-
version of the very foundation of justice and love amongst men, and by consequence
of the religion preached and estabiished by Christ. '

TFhese matters of fact are self-eyidences, and clearly shew, that our grievous oppres-
sions by our king are the effects of the united councils of the popish interest, whereof
the French king is the chief. That the conspiracy against true religion. and liberty
that now aﬂpearp in England, comprises all thé protestant princes mad states in Eu-
rope ; England is oily first attacked, as the principal forttess of the. profestant profes-
sion, if the three kingdoms of England, $Seotland, and Ireland' can ‘be reduced 1nto the
pattern of the French king, in government and religion, and the strength of them be
united against an sing}e profestant state or prince they shall think fit to assault, if
they can, by artifices, keep the rest divided, whigh will not be hard for them, for th:’:re
is little hope of any eong crefence of such a state.
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The I'rench king seems not unwilling to have it known, that the popish design is
eneral against all profession of the protestant religion, though especially against
England; he hath allowed the Bishop of Cosnagt’s speech to him at Versailles, in
16835, to be published, who was authorized to be the mouth of the clergy of that king-
dom ; he maganifies the king for suppressing the protestants of his own kingdom, and
asks what they may not yet expect ; England, saith he, is just offering to your majesty
one of the most glorious accasions that you can desire ; the king of England, by the need
which he will have of succour, and of the support of your arms to maintain him in the
catholick faith, will make you quickly find occasion to give a protection wholly of
yourself. Weknow very well, before the French clergy declared it by that bishop,
that the same head that contrived the perversion or destruction of 8o many millions of
the protestants in that kingdom, designed the ruin of the English religion and liberty ;
but it surprised us to see that speech published by the French king’s authority, and
‘that our king should suffer the translation of it to pass freely in England, and through
the world. %Ve thought it beneath the majesty of a king of England to be content
that his subjects should be told, that he was to come under the protection of a king of
France, over whose kings and kingdom his ancestors had so often triumphed ; but it
seems nothing is to be esteemed inglorious that may serve the general popish design
of extirpating the protestant profession.

We need not put your highness in mind, that the same sEecch acknowledges, that the
popish councils and couspiracy against England intend the like ruin to the religion
and freedom of the United Provinces; that bishop tells the king, that he hath under-
took the conquest of new countries these to re-establish the prelacy, the religious wor-
ship, and the altars ; that Holland and Germany have been the theatre of his victories,
only that Christ might triumph there, that is, that the papists might trample upon
the protestants and their religion ; and this he speaks, &ghhc says) in the very spirit of
the church, and signifies their hopes of success against ™he poor protestants to be un-
bounded, saying, * What may we not yet expect *”

We must freely confess, we were too slow to beliéve this desperate popish plot against
the whole protestant profession, and in our particular case, we have Eecn deluded with
our king’s promises to protect and maintam our religion, our laws, and government,
until we see them all undermined, and the train laid to blow them up, by a packed
convention of men pre-engaged, perverted or corrupted, to serve thg king’s will and de-
signs, that shall assume the nam® of parliament ; we were not utterly insensible of the
danger of our liberty in our religion and our government, from the time his now ma-
Jesty .declared his late majesty to have beena papist ; but who saw, that by their secret
conjoined councils, they had not been able to prevent the making some laws to secure
the protestants, by excluding papists from ours parliaments, and all offices and em-
ployments ; and we hoped that our king’s life would not be sufficient to overturu by
degrees, (as they had begun to proceed) the excellent foundations of our civil govern-
ment, nor to extinguish the clear light of the truths of Christ professed in our religion;
and we were assured, that your highnesses minds were clearly enlightened in the doe-
trines of*the protestgnt religion, and adorned and accomplished with all Christian and
royal virtues fit to pbssess the highest throme.

hereupon we encouraged each other to suffer with patience his majesty’s attempt
against our laws and libetties, presuming that your higfmesses would ere long be ou;
joyful deliverers, to the everlasting confusion of the popish designs against our govern
ment and religion, and to the vin§ication of the innocency of the protestant martyrs
in all the kingdoms of Europe. ’

But as your highnesses were the greatest objects of our earthly hopes, so the thoughts
ofhcr royal h{ hness’s succession to the crown, in conjunction with your highness's
virtues and military prowess and magnanimity, were matters cf the greatest horror

VoL, X E it
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and dread to all the popish councils of Europe ; they have therefore applied themselves
to various consultations ; sometimes it hath been proposed by his majesty’s power, with
a parliament, by the deluding names «of Liberty of Conscience, and a Magna Charta
therein, to fetter your highness in your accession to the crown, with such conditions
as were obtained in parliament in the cases of Queen- Mary and Elizabeth; wHich
they hoped to strengthen, by his majesty’s putting the papists into possession of all the
strength and authority of the kingdom, united with all the power of the French king,
that your quiet admission to the throne might not be possible, unless you should sub-
mit unto and depend upon the papists, and the conditions that they should impose;
but they found it of greater difficulty than they at first imagined, to get a parliament
that would join with his majesty in such a project against your highnesses; therefore
some of the more cautious papists, of considerable fortunes, stumbled at the absolute
force of a mercenary army, and the French power to pnt a force upon the heiress of
the crown ; they propounded, that his majesty should rather try the force of his pater-
nal power with her royal highness, and use all the arguments of interest to induce h.cr
either to change her sentiments in her religion, or at least to moderate her thoughts
concerning them, and incline her to concur 1n their full liberty.

If such endeavours should be hopeless, that then your highnesses should be at least
prevailed with to declare your consents to his majesty’s declaration for liberty of con-
science, and your concurrence in his desires to a parliament for the repeal of all the pe-
nal laws in matters ecclesiastical and the test.

It was presumed, that your highnesses might have been persuaded, that the laws
suspended and dispensed with by his majesty were only two or three laws against the
protestant dissenters holding their conventicles, and some laws made since the Reforma-
tion only to compel papists by great penalties to come to church, and to keep their
priests out of the kingdom ; 17‘5 it was hoped, that your highnesses compassion to all
Christians, and a tenderness ‘tor the liberty of consciences, would have moved you,
without further examination, to haye complied with his majesty’s request.

It was believed your highnesses would never have enquired after the penal laws in
matters ecclesiastical, made by the ancient papists many hundred years since, against
the horrid invasions by the Romish church, on the rites of the crown and realm, where-
by they had impoverished, enslaved, and almost ruined the kingdom ; nor that your
highnesses would kave understood, that the king hath opened a return to all those
\;’:Ckcd practices of that popish church, and that the ‘}cpeal of those laws would settle
them. .

It was supposed that your highnesses had not known, that the penal laws in mat-
ters ecclesiastical contain most of the clearest authoritative declarations that are extant
in any records of the rights of the English crown, of the form and constitution of our
government, and of the rights and liberties of the subject ; the church of Rome’s ciaims,
usurpation, and intolerable abuses and oppressions, having put a necessity upon the
kings and parliaments to make those declarations of law, tﬁat are now ancient evi-
dences oi’ the inheritances of the kings and people, of inestimable value.

It was imagined that your highnesses would not have discerned the consequences
of a general repeal of the penal laws in matters ecclesiastical, that by enacting only
his majesty’s declaration, (as he propounds there) would be the most absolute and com-
rlete establishment of popery that the Romish church can wish. All the canons, or
aws of the church of Rome, shall then have greater legal force in England than they
have had in five hundred years past; and all her authorities and junisdictions aver our

ersons and estates will be in the same manner legal, by ancient usage and approved

y parliament, as ever they were heretofore in England ; part of Magna Charta itself
will be.repealed, tha(, makes it penal to such as the priest shall delude to give their
lands to religious hovses.

There was-such a Confidence of deceiving your highnesses, and obtaining your con-
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sent to the repeal of the penal laws, that the priests spread a rumour that you had
dgreed, and that his majesty understood you well therein ; a false jesuit had the impu.-
dence to whisper it as a secret, that their general design could not miscarry, seeing
they were secretly assured, that the Prince of Orange would concur in it, when it was
sepsonable to declare himself,

We were certain of the falseness of those rumours, some of us knowing of applica-
tions tHat wete contrived by his majesty’s order to your highness in that matter; and
we were much surprised, when a friend of ours at Whitehall told one of us, about the
end of August last, that the rumours of your highnesses concurring with* his majesty
were suddenly hushed ; and that he heard a whisper, that it was said with much an-
ger, that your highnesses were obstinate in your errors, and thought to make yourselves

opular with the church of England, and he would trouble himself no more with you,
Eut you should repent it.

Some few of us, who had often conferences, concluded, that the king had changed
his measures, but could not imagine what was designed to offer to a parliament, in lieu
of a protestant successor’s consent, to oblige them to repeal the penal laws desired b
his majesty. It was not long before we heard it muttered that the queen was wit
child, and then the papists began to triumph, and the priests gave out boldly, that it
would set aside her royal highness’s right to the succession, though it were a daughter ;
and ignorantly and impudently affirmed, that if the queen had a daughter born after
the king came to the crown, it ought to succeed before a daughter born when he was
but a duke; but none but the papists gave any credit to the reports that she was with
child ; and the fable of the Duchess of Modena'’s request in heaven or purgatory, and
the Lady of Loretto’s helping her to cenceive a som, for the sake of a fine present, made
all but the papists believe it a mere invention of the priests, whatever should ensue. *

* Dryden, as poet laureal, and a catholic convert, salutes the iul’a:l&hls:

Hail, son of prayers! by holy violence o
Drawn from heaven——
And again,
By prayers the mighty blessin} was implored,
To prayers was granted and by prayers restored.
Britannia» Rediviva,

But the true-blue protestant poet, who Wrote the tollowing lampoon upon the thanksgiving appointed for the
queen’s tonception, was less courtly :=—

I
Ye catholick statesmen and churchmen, rejoice,
And praise heaven’s goodness with héart and with voice ;
None greater on earth or in heaven than she,
Some say she’s as'gdod as the best of the three:
. Her miracles bold
Were famdus of old,
But a braver than this was never yet told;
"Tis pity that every catholic living >
Mad not heard on’t before the last day.of thanksgiving.

II.
In Lombardy land great Modena's duchess
Was sitatch’d from her empire by death’s cruel clutches ;
When to Heaven she came, (for thither she went,)
Each angel received her with joy and content ;
On ther knees she fell down,

. Before the bright throne,
And begg'd that God’ motber would grant her a boon,
“ Give a son in this critical point,

To put little Orange’s nose out of joint.”
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The story of it shewed it to be of the lineage of the popish legends, and was a matter

hter and derision amongst the people, and a subject for poets lampoons, which
oweref lausgo c(:mmon, that they wgre in Whitehall itself, and no doubt they came to the
knowledge of his majesty, and most of his court. The more serious protestants pre-

tl rehended, thata supposititious son was designed {o abate your highnesses )
?:; r'z aggtion and power ; all the protestants of Europe then justly’ looking upogr: “’h"‘er
royal Eighness as heiress apparent to the Enghal} crown, ancl_ your highnesses in all
respects to be the fittest head for the protestant interest, against the gemeral popish

denion. ;
e§]l" :l;y knew this device to be necessary for supporting the glory and terror of the

French king against the greatning reputation of your bighuesses, by the expectancy
of the English crown ; it is known, that he dreads your hlghnqsses vindication and re-
covery of your own rights, from his manifest vio_lence_anq rapine, and your patronage
of the protestant interest in all Europe against his arbitrary and bloody designs.

He knows, that if her royal highness succeeds to the crown of England, he will be

quickly incapable of prosecuting his cruel intentions a?nst the protestants of other
countries ; and, it may be, scarce capable of supporting his grandeur and triumph over
his miserable subjects. . . .

The very expectation for eight or nine months, that the queen might bring forth a
son, was greatly for the popish advantage ; if the trick should have failed in the issue,
by any unlucky accident, it made a stand for a time of the protestants of all countries,
in the great expectations from your highnesses; it raised triumphant hopes in all po-
pish countries ; it strengthened the English papists hands and hearts to prosecute their
design vigorously ; it encouraged corrupt and time-serving protestants in profession to

4 IIL.
As soon as gf lady had heard the petition,
To Gabriel the angel she straight gave coramission ;
She pluck’d off her smock from her shoulders divine,
And charged him to hasten to England’s fair queen ;
¢ Go to the royal dame,
To give her the seme,
And bid her for ever to praise my great name ;
For 1 ip her favour shall work such a wonder,
Shall keep the most insolent heretic under.

V.

“ Tell James (my best son) his part of the matter,
Will be with this only to cover my daughter ;
Let him put it upon her with his own royal hand,
Then let him go travel and visit the lnn!,

And the spirit of love

Shall descend from above, |,
Though not, s before, in the shape of a dove;
Yetdown he shall come in some shape or other,
Perhaps like Count Dade, * and make her a mother.”

L

. V.
This message with hea'ts full of faith was received ;
And the next news we heard was the queen had conceived,
You great ones converted, poor cheated dissenters,
Grave judges, lord bishops, and common consenters ;

ou commissioners all

Ecclesiasticall,

From M ve the doubtfull to Chesteg the tall ;
Pray heaven may strengthen her majesty’s placket,
For if this trick fail, then beware of yovr jacket.

! The Pape’s nuncio.
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fall in with their party, and prevailed with many weak dissenters to make them
Believe a succession of popish princes, and that their liberty of conscience is only
to be expected from them; and that therefor¢ they ought to serve in their employ-

ments.
+When we saw the incredulity and mockery of the multitude, at the story of the

queen’s great belly, and the sad apprehensions of the more considerate, that, for the po-
litick stipport’of the popish design, a counterfeit son of the king’s might be imposed on
the kin ggm, we resolved to observe and keep memorials of the rise; progress, and is-
sue of the whole matter, (as far as we could get intelligence.) We presently perceived
that the popish priests were the prime reporters and most confident asserters of the un-,
doubted truth of the matter; and they boldly took upon them to presage, that the
queen was with child of a boy, that was to finish the settlement of their church in Eng-
land, as certainly as if they had seen the faetus perfectly formed in her womb ; or ra-
ther, as if they had been privy to the plot of a supposititious boy, and had their cue in
the management of it.'

« Their manner of talk and boasting increased the general suspicion ; we knew that sort
of priests maintained the vilest wickednesses to be lawful for their church’s service, and
that they have been notorious for impostures and forgeries of all sorts ; they once for-
ged an eternal ﬁsPcl, (as they called it,) to support the orders of the mendicant fryers ;
and if we may believe some of themselves, they have a Father Titler in some rich con-
vents, to forge titles to any man’s lands adjoining to theirs, when the convents have a
mind to them : Those priests contrived Queen Mary’s great belly, for a counterfeit
heir to the crown, to have carried on their catholick cause, and as great publick
triumph aud solemn prayers for her.belly were made at Rome, and in all poEish
countries, as have been made in our queen’s case: but their design was unluckily
crossed, when her deliverance was expected, and all‘bbiir Joys and prayers vanished
in smoke.

* The effects produced by the annunciation of the queen’s pregnancy are well described by Ralph :—* The
effect of this news was equally great on the two parties,” and at the same time wholly different: the jesuits
at court and their followers overflowed with raptures, and foolishly talked of it as little less than a miracle;
which, in such a country as this, could not fail to excite ridicule and bespeak unbelief: some boasted of the
virtue and efficacy of her majesty’s rich offerings to our Lady of Loretto; others_of her mother the Duchess of
Modena’s vows when living, and intercession when dead; otbers of the pilgrimage of the king to St Winifred ;
and others, among whom was the Earl of Melfort, of the Holy Ghost moving on the Bath waters: All were
strangely elated on the occasion; and some made no difficulty to pronounce that it was s son: Albewille was
one of these ; and when he returned to the Hague was so intoxicated with this persuasiog, that be spoke out,
says Bishop Burnet, what another man would have suppressed : for when the Prince of Orange put him in mind
of the king’s promise, to maintain the laws and the established church, be very cavalierly said, ¢ That upon some
occasions princes must forget their promises ; and as to that hody which he called a church, it would not have
a being two years to an end.” On the other hand, those who had no other prospect of deliverance out of the
harpy talons of popery and slavery, than by the succession of the Princess of Orange, received the confirmativa
of this news with much inward sorrow and outward contempt : some inventing, many believing, and all circu-
lating such stories as woulg best servc the great gnd necessary purpose of establishing a belief that the whole
affair was no better than a solemn imposture; and which stories were neither over decent, well-bred, or cpa-
ritable : a pillow, a dropsy, a tympany, a cushion, the queen’s majadies, the king’s crazy constitution, wor€ the
favourite topics of the wig and humour of the day : nor were they confined to conversation only ; they found
their way to the press ; they were set forth in verse and prose, #hd were circulated from band to hand through
every corner of the kingdom. Partridge, the almanack-soothsayer, in his predictions for the year 1688, printed
at the Ba'gue, took upon him te say, ‘ that there was some bawdy project on foot either about buying, selling,
or procuring a child or children for some pious uses.” And again, ‘ Some child is to be topped upon the lawful
heirs, to cheat them out of their right and estate. God preserve the kingdom of England from invasion, and
keep the protestant there from being dragooned !’~—And here again Queen Mary’s affectation of u big belly, and
the discourses it gave rise to, as recorded by Fox, the martyrologist, were again revived ; no endeavours were
wanting to show that the two cases were exactly parallel : And upon the whole it was concluded, that if any
E“’f‘” was on foot to abule the nation, the vegy attempt called for the highest resentment; or if, on the otlier

and, the queenshould really bring forth a son, the nation could not be visited by a heavier calamity.¥— Ralph
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Some of those priests were the agents for the bloody and unnatural usurpatiog of
our King Richarcf 1II. A priest preached at Paul’s cross, to make the people believe
that King Edward IV, his elder brother, whose sons King Richard had ‘murdered,
was a bastard, not the lawful son of ‘Richard Duke of York ; and that Richard was
the true legitimate son, and had been a long time wrong'ed of the crown belongingato
him. _ ,

It was a priest’s invention and management to set up Lambert Symuell, a' baker’s
son, against Henry VIL, counterfeiting him to be Earl of Warwick, and laying claim
to the crown, and was proclaimed king in Ireland, and marched into England with a
good army, to maintain his pretence : And by the like advice, Perkin Warbeck, an-
other counterfeit, was set up against the same Henry VII., by Margaret, Duchess of
Burgundy, to be Ricliard, the younger son of Edward IV., and made such a consider-
able party in Ireland, and was so received and assisted in Scotland, that he bid fair for
the crown: And we could not forget what a cheating tfick the jesuits invented and
practised of latter years, about procuting an heir to a crown that is become the chief
support in Europe. ' ‘

‘The remembrance of these, and many other wicked frauds of the Romish priests of
the like import, to change the successions of crowns to serve their church, and seeing
them so busy and industrious to prepossess the people’s minds with an opinion that the
queen had a great belly, and that it was a son, when it was impossible in nature to be
known, if she had been then really pregnant ;—these things, we say, put together, con-
firmed our suspicions, that they acted a part as they were influenced, and that a coun-
terfeit son might be resolved on, to be set up foy Prince of Wales, as common fame con-
fidently reported. # ,

The collections and observations we have since made, of the thing that occurred du-
ring the queen’s supposed prt:ggancy, and about her pretended delivery of this son, hath
made the truth of the matterSo plain in our apprehensions, that now we no more sus-
pect, but conclude and believe this prefended Prince of Wales to be a mere counterfeit ;
and we hold it our duty to yowr highness, to our country, and to the whole protestant
interest, (this child being set up against all these,) to set before you all the memorials
we have taken in the whole matter, several: of us having been’ at last very near the
court, during the whole transaction.

We crave leave to put your highnesses in mind, that before we can convincingly set
forth the special and particular facts and circumstances that we have remarked in this
matter, 'tis necessary that we first remember and evince the truth of some genersl con-
clusions about the proofs and evidences whereby a true judgment ought to be made of
this supposed prince ; and if your highnesses shall be clearly satisfied in the truth of
those conclusions, whereof we cannot doubt, you may be fully convinced by them alone,
without further hesitation or enquiry, that this supposed Prince of Wales cannot be
justly judged, by any kind of rules of justice or law whatsoever, to be in truth born of
the queen. ) -

~Ihe first certain conclusion to be remembered is this, that, by the universal rules of
justite and equity, any child of our queen’s, (that was expected or hoped to be the heir
of the crown of three kingdoms, ‘and to postpone or set aside an undoubted heiress ap-
Earent, and also the right expectant of a warlike prince, and divers princesses of tEe

lood,) we say, such a child ought to have been attested to be born of the body of the
queen, of the personal certain knowledge of proper witnesses, suitable to the case and
concern, in so grcat a number, and of such unspotted fame, undoubted authority, and
perfect indifferency, that the proofs of its birth could never have been reasonably
drawn into doubt or question, either in England, or any other Christian kingdoms or
states. ¢

A son of the queen’s body had naturally and really made an entry in the moment of
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—his birth, upon the apparent right of her royal highness: She had thereby rightfully
ceased to be heiress apparent to the crown ; and no rules of natural civil justice, nor
the law of any civil government, will allow or suffer entries to be made, and persons to
be outed of the rights they apparently had in judgment of law, without sufficient proof,
either of right paramount to the others, or a determination of thesc former rights ap-

arent. .

Our English laws, and special statutes for that J’“"POSC: abhor any entry upon the ap-
parent legal right of -another, either of the will of the king, or of any subject ; the ad-
mission of such a practice is absolutely destructive of property, and all civil justice and
government ; ‘it dissolves the whole civil government, and turns all into the confused
course of natural right. Wheresoever a civil government and property is established on
entry of will upon the legally apparent right of others, without sufficient manifestation
of their uwn greater or better nghts, is directly contrary to God's eternal law, of all

" righteousness amongst men.

Upon these certain infallible foundations we build our conclusion, that this supposed
Prince of Wales, born of the body of the queen, ought, by the laws of England, the
fundamental rules of all civil justice and government, and by the unalterable laws of
God, to be manifestly proved: by them that pretend it beyond all possible contradiction,
in such manner as is described and specified in the preceding conclusion; and such
proofs ought to have been publickly divulged and made known to England and the
world, before his patrons ought to have entered, in his name, upon her royal highness’s
right, in the judgment of our laws, to be styled and reputed the heiress apparent to the
crown of England, and to assume to’him that honour and glory which Eer highness
justly had in England, and all the kingdoms and states of Europe, to be apparently the
next successor to the crown of England.

Questionless all the civilized kingdoms in the worlaql\lat are hereditary, have pur-
sued these principles of justice and reason in thew common custom, to have their princes
born in the presence of the princes of the blood, the chiefest men of religion, and the
greatest nobles and officers in the highest tryst for the kingdom, and the ambassadors
and ministers of foreign kingdoms and states, that the heirs of those great inherit-
ances might be so known and manifest, that it might not be possible for any contra-
versies to arise about their births, and their being the lineal heis of the respective king-
doms. Whensoever rights of apy kind are obtained, merely by wirtue of birth, those
that claim them are bound to prove, by witnesses suitable to the respective circumstances
of every case,.the reality of their pretended birth, at their peril of being justly excluded
from the rights they demand ; yet justice does not always require the like witnesses and
clearnesses of testimony about the birth of all common persons, the circumstances of
their cascs being so different, that witnesses of such qualities, and in such a number, as
may be sufficient proof for the birth of one heir, may justly be judged insufficient for
the birth of another, . :

But the birth of the'pretended Prince of Wales was attended with such circumstances,
that justice required that his birth of the queen should have been testified by a pleufy
of such witnesses, ag their proof might have amounted to the highest degree of cer-
tainty that is possible to be built upon human testimony ; doubtless the circumstances
of his pretended birth were very extraordinary.

It was generally reputed and believed, that the queen’s sicknesses and infirmities had
disabled her to bring forth a living child; the famous physician, Dr Willis, shewed that
opinion to his brethren, of one of her children, when her majesty was much stronger,
saying, *‘ There were mala staminn vite ;” and the popular opinion therein was con-
firmed by several years experience.

It was notorious, that two.hundreh to one throughout the kingdom did not belicve
the report that her majesty was with child, notwithstandiong all t%at was said of it by
the king and qpecn, and the prayers enjoined thereupon,
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That her majesty’s pregnancy was as little believed in foreign protestant countries
as in England, and pamphiets were published in several countries, as well as in Eng-
land, that declared the report of the gueen’s being with child to be nothing more than
an artifice of the jesuits, Ey those hopes of a popish successor to the crown, to encou-
rage the catholicks in their designs, and to gain proselytes. _ .

%t was publickly known, that there was a jealousy in the greatest part of the king-
dom that the popish councils had designed to impose upon them a counterfeit Prince
of Wales. ;

There were also circumstances about the birth of this supposed prince of another sort,
and no less important. It was the general opinion, that the security or danger of the
profession of the protestant religion, not only in England, but in all the kingdoms and
states of Europe, would be the certain consequence of her majesty’s bearing or not bear-
ing a Prince of Wales. )

The birth of such a prince was to be a great diminution of many princes and prin-
cesses, in their expectancy and primity to the succession to the three crowns, and threat-
ened England with the danger and misery of falling under an infant prince in namte,
and in truth under the domination of Rome.

All these special circumstances attending the birth of this supposed Prince of Wales,
being of such nature, import, and number, as the like never met together before, in
the expectations of the birth of any prince in the world; in this case natural justice
common to all nations, and the practical reason of the special customary law of Eng-
land, in the proof of matters of fact, we say, both universal justice, and the peculiar law
of England required indispensably, that there should have been such proper proof that
this supposed prince was born of the queen, as was answerable unto all the special cir-
cumstances in the case ; such proof as had comprehended the objections that might
arise from every of them, as H?ﬂy as was possible in the nature of the things, that the
testimony of his birth might have bgen sufficient to have satisfied the most jealous
and distrustful about it, in our own and foreign countries, and to have removed all
the prejudices against it that were'known to have been spread far and near by com-
mon fame. .

It was absolutely necessary in justice, la%, and prudence, tohave had such proof of
his birth as our precedent conclusion hath asscrtec}) ;' that is, .

That there had bgen testimgny of it, of personal and absolutely certain knowledge.
Women to have testified their personal sight and perteption of that very individual
child coming naturally out of the queen’s womb, and men to have witnessed their im-
mediate free an'd full sight and inspection of that very child, by the women’s assistance
in his pure natural nakedness, with all the known marks and tokens of his being just
separated from the womb, and from those other things that are matural to the birth of
a child, the effects of such separation being there visible and impossible to be hidden ;

' Such proof, according to the poet laurcat, the nation gctually had, and most, historians have been of his
oQInION i

4 Fain would the fiends have made a dubious birth,
Loth to confess the godhedd clothed in earth ;
But, sickened, after all their baffled lies,
To find an heir apparent in the skies,
Abandoned to despair still may they grudge,
And owning not the Saviour prove the judge,
Not great Eneas stood in plainer day,
When, the dark mantling mist dissolved away,
He to the Tyrians shewed his sudden face,
Shining with all his goddess mother’s grace ;
For she herself had made bis countenance bright,
Breathed honour on his eyes and her own purple light.”
Britannia Redivivo,
5
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such testimony is always provided for in the birth of every prince of the blood in France,
though never so remote from the crown. ) .

That the witoesses of those matters had been fit and proper witnesses, suitable to the
greatness of the persons and things that might be in question, and to the vast exten-
sive consequence that may ensue thereupon. Nature, or the first light from God crea-
ted in the minds of mankind, dictated the equity of those Roman imperial laws, that
appointed those which asserted filiation or marriage to prove them, by fit or proper and
most unquestionable witnesses; most of the writers about those laws serve, themselves
therein of these words severally, which we will for shortness put together; Matrimo-
nium et filiationem qui asserunt, debent, probare pretestes, idoneos omni exceptione ma-
jores ; they that'alledge a marriage or a child being by virtue whereof they claim,
ought to prove it by witnesses, that are above or beyond all possible exception : In‘ this
case there ought to have been such fit witnesses, that nothing could have been object-
ed against them in any respect, either by Englishmen or foreigners.

That the witnesses that law and prudence required of both sexes had been fit and
proper, in respect of their years, or age; that the women had been matrons, whose
gravity and sobriety were fit to attract some decent reverence from the men of like
quality, in their exposing to them nakedly the works of nature, as was unavoidably ne-
cessary.

T?gt they had been fit and proper, in regard of their sufficiency of knowledge and
understanding in the matters of child-bearing, such as knew by experience all those
works of nature, in what manner the mothers ought to be, and are customarily treated
in their real travail and child-bearing, 4nd immediately after it, and what are the na-
tural symptoms in the mother, that acdompanies their real bringing forth of a child,
before it hath been its natural time of nine months in the womb, and at iis due natural
time, and also the signs of a child perfectly grown in the womb, or brought to light
before its time of perfection ; it waus of necessity that the witnesses had been of such
knowledge and experience in all these matters, or sq sufficiently informed about them,
by others of skill and faithfulness, that it might have been evident to the kingdom,
that such witnesses could not be imposed upon, deluded or deceived, by any cunning
artifices, to believe this pretended prince to have been born of the queen, if he were in
truth supposititious and counterfeit. .

The general rules of our cangn law required, that the witnessed had been publicly
known to the kingdom, by their persons or their names, their iuterests, concerns or
employlnents ; our fundamental laws have taken care, that all matterswof fact should
be decided by juries of the neighbourhood where the facts are done, that the witnesses
that testify them may be kmown to the jurors; and fraud is always suspected. if persons
unknowa {0 the neighbourhood of the facts be produced to witness them, unless there
be manifest reason of their knowledge of the fact better than those that were near the
place, and known to the jurors. .

The reason of our law 1s of impregnable force in the case of the supposed prince,.
that the witnesses of his birth should be persons publigkly known, on whose knowledge,
truth, and credit, thes whole kingdom aud the Christian world should rely in a matter
of such vast consequence ; obscure unknown persons never publickly named or heard
of im Lhis or any foreign kingdom, and above all, obscure foreigners, French or Italians,
or others, ought not to be deemed fit or competent witnesses to satisfy the kingdom
in this fact ; indeed, whes circumstances are considered, it will be evident, that the
pretended testimony ought to be rejected ; and if it be offered, it justly puts a prejudice
upon their pretences, in regard thore was a whole kingdom, besides all the eminent
ministers of foreign princes and stated, out of which witnesses might have been select-
¢d, that were publickly known, and d of by all the people ; and the necessity of it

Wasonever more 80 maniest in any case, it being known to his majesty and his whele
VOL. X. | »
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court, that the queen’s being with child was not generally believed, either in Englapd
or foreign countries. _ _

Common justice required, that the witnessess had been fit and proper, in respect of
their high distinguishing quality, either that they had been dignified with some of the
highest ecclesiastical dignities, as archbishops or bishops, or had been, by birth or crea-
tion, of the degree of the greatest nobility of the kingdom; or that their extrgordinary
worth had raised their rerutatiou, and had been honoured with the great and eminent
offices of tgust in the realm. ) ) _ . _

Our laws are impartial to high and low, in hearing the testimonies of witnesses in
every case, and therefore they duly consider both the circumstances o‘f every fact to be
proved, and of every witness, and his capacity to prove it; our laws indeed judge not
truth and integrity to be annexed and intailed to dignity, nobility, or greatness, yet
they justly claim the testimonies of persons of great dignity in the church, or of noble
birth, and raised knowledge and fortunes, and independent upon others, to he more
free from exception, (which this case requires,) than those that are of weak understand-
ings, without the advantage of excellent breeding and instruction, or indigent, and
bound to depend'upon favour of others for their support, like nurses and midwives, and
other servants. . )

Therefore, (cateris paribus,) the capacity and probability of knowing the facts and
indifferency of witnesses of high and low degree being equal, our laws justly allow most
weight and credit to the testimony of dignified gnd noble witnesses; and thcy_ are
therefore required to prove the fact of a prince’s birth, whereupon depends the right
and title to kingdoms, to exclude the apparent right of one, and to put another into
possession of the same. ]

Our laws presume persons of such high degree to have greater sense and regard to
conscience, more generosity and contempt of falsehood, and more tendemness of their
honour, than those of low condition ; ‘and upon that presumption, noblemens affirma-
tion upon their honour are in many cases accepted by our laws in lieu of their oaths,
unto which all others are obliged in the-same like cases ; and for that reason, their de-
clarations of the birth of a prince, without their making oath.thereof judicially, have
beeu as certainly relied upon by the kingdom, in the descent of the inheritance without
d spute, as if they had'sworn their knowledge in the forms of justice. ;

'Fhere are also Other circumstantial reasons, untq which our laws have regard, for
the greatest value to be put upon the testimony of the nobility of both sexes, about the
birth of a prince ; they are most accustomed to the presence and conversation of the
king and queen.

Such ladies are justly presumed tp be free from too great awful distances, common
to those of lower quality, and to bave more audacity and confidence to make such near
approaches to the queen in her travail and bringing forth, as are necessary, that they
may be ocular witnesses that they have seen the child in its very birth ; and such no-

-%is are more bold and free to take such a gearching view of the child in its naked
naurals, as may make them knowing witnesses of its birth, and absolutely certain that
they are not dcluded with a supposititious child. :

-Such noble witnesses are also known to have greater obligations upon them than
others, to prevent ali possible questions and disputes, that may arise by any uncertain-
ties about the succession to the crown, which may divide and destroy the kingdom,
and their great interest and posterities: Their conditions and fortunes also are suppo-
sed, by our laws, to be above temptations by bribes of wealth or honour, to connive
at falsehood, or to stoop to serve a counterfeit prmce.

Upon all these considerations, the witnessaal{.-':f the birth of every English prince
ought to be of such high and noble quality ; and it was known to have been infinitely
more necessary, that the reason of our law lmad been exactly observed in the case of
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this supposed prince, than ever it was since the foundation of the kingdom ; there never
was any such occasion to have stopped the mouth of public fam_e, or to have shewed
the justly jealous subjects, that there were such fif an proper witnesses, thata prince
was now born of the queen, as were unquestionable, without any possible exception,
whase truth and faithfulness might be relied upon securely. Justice also required for
full security, that there had been competent and sufficient numbers of those fit and
proper witnesses, at least that there had been so many of them as were able to obviate
all ways and practices of deceit, that it could not have been supposed to be possible
that a fraud had been put upon them. . . B

This sort of ‘caution is always just and necessary in the birth of our princes, but in
the present case, there could have been no honest end, intention, or pretence, to have
confined themselves to a small number of witnesses of fact, wherein a kingdom known
to be filled with just suspicions of an imposture to be put upon them, were to be satis-
fied merely by the witnesses averment, and a noble princess also to be excluded from
being heiress apparent to the crown. .

*Our laws require witnesses of facts answerable to the nature and circumstances of
them, and always require ample testimonies, when the parties that are obliged to prove
them had it in their powers and choice, without charge or burden to themselves, to
have multiplied their witnesses to what number they had pleased, and couyld not be
ignorant oF the usefulness or necessity of it, and yet more especially if the fact were
such, whereby great benefit was to accrue to them, and answerable loss unto others;
in such a case it would much abate the strength of the proof in the course of our law,
if there were such a small number of witnesses as might leave room for any objection,
or the least doubt of the fact. . .

‘The antient Roman imperial laws in the cases of subjects, when there was a posthu-
mous to be born, that might exclude another heir apparent: We say, those laws in
common natural equity to prevent a supposititiqus child, appointed thirty days to be
given to the apparent heir, and all others whose right was concerned, of the expected
time of her travail and delivery, that, on the behalf°of the heir apparent, women might
be sent to be present to sce the birth of the child that might become the heir; that
law confined the number to five free womeh to be so sent, allowing her that was to be
delivered to have also five women of her own chusing, and no more, so that the num-
ber to be present at her delivery should not exceed ten, besides two midwives and six
nraid servants that were no witnesses.

This*rule was set down positively in the empire, as the dictate of natural equity and
prudence ; and although England hath no positive written law that préscribes any set
number of friends to be sent in such a case, by the heir apparent to see the birth of
such a child, yet the custom and practice is in every such case (though no fiaud be
suspected) to give notice to the next heir, and that some of their friends are custom-
arily sent, (to what number they pléase,) to be present at the birth of the child that
may be an heir, to the extlusion of another.

_ That practice with us is not of favour, but of legal right; our common law generally’
binds all*that set up a claiin to any thing that another hath, to give such notice of his
pretence as is needful to make his just defcnce, if he can, and to prove the fact where-
by he claims, by such a number of witnesses as may put the truth of it out of doubt to
the court of judicature ; but that number in the course of our law is greater or smaller
accggiiing to the cause that appears of jealousy or distrust of the truth of the fact pre-
tended.

These rules of our law, and the reasons of them, fully include the case of a pretence
of a child to be born, to exclude ax heir apparent; and if there were many known
grounds of suspicion in any such that it was designed to set up a supposjtitious
child, and a notorious common fame pf it, and no notice were given of tﬂe time ex-
pected of the child’s birth. hoved to be heir to the then heir apparent, or. to any that



41 Tracts during the Reign of King William 111

had expectancies of the inheritances. We say in such a case, by the rules and prac-
tices o‘;eour laws, a small number of witnesses of the birth of a child ought not to be
believed, since they that should claim for such a child might, by due notice to the
parties concerned, have had such witnesses as had put the child’s birth beyond all
uestion. ‘ ¢
2 Certainly by the reason of our common law there ought to be a much greater num-
ber of witnesses of the birth of every of our princes, than of the birth of the subjects
heirs ; but our law requires, that the birth of this prctended Prince of Wales should
have been proved by a greater number of witnesses than was ever needful heretofore ;
in the case of a prince, there ought to have been so mauny fit and propér persons pre-
sent at his pretended birth, that it might have been manifest to all that had heard it,
that the eyes of so many witnesses of such condition, knowledge, and judgment, could
not have been deceived in what they had testified to have known and seen, the num-
ber ought to have been so considerable, that there could have been no reasonable sus-
picion that so many of both sexes, and of various dignities, honours, and interests, (and
some of them of consanguinity with the former heiress apparent,) had made a confe-
deracy amongst tkemselves, to abuse the kingdom with a counterfeit prince, and that
so many had kept each others counsel in a fraud and falsehood so odious and injurious.

It had been common prudence as well as justice to the realm, that the witnesses of
the birth had been very many, that amongst such a number some of them might have
been known in one part of the kingdom, and others in another part, and that some of
their names and qualities might have been known in foréign countries. and for that
reason the ministers of foreign princes, (according to custom) ought to have been some
of the witnesses: The peoples knowledge of the names, qualities, or persons of the wit-
nesses had much conduced to their fuller assurance of the truths; it would have appear-
.ed to them incredible, and almost impossible, that the integrity of such and so many
witnesses could have been attacked either separately or jointly.

But on the contrary, seeing custom and law required a good number of fit and pro-
per witnesses to have made up a testimony of the birth of a prince that might have been
truly said to have been omni exvceptione majus, above all possible objections against it ;
and seeing the wit of man cannot invent'a reason why the king and the patrons of
this pretended Prince of Wales did not provide such ample and unquestionable testimo-
nies that he was barn of the gqueen, when they could not be ignorant that it was the
voice of common fame in England and foreign countries, that her majesty’s conception
of a child was merely fictitious, and that a supposititious prince was designed ; and see-
ing no excuse or pretence is published for the neglect or failure of such a testimony of
his birth, we say (the circumstances of the case being considered) it’s most unjust to
expect or demand of your highnesses; or of the people of England, or of foreigners, a
belief and acknowledgment that this pretended Prince of Wales was born of the queen.

As our common law informs us who are fit and proper witnesses, whose testimonies
ought to be received in this case, and in the proof of all matters of fact respectively, so
Ythe same declares who are deemed to be unfit and disabled to be witnesses, in all the
various and respective questions 6f fact, it shews whose testimenies ought not to be
heard, and much less believed, in divers sorts of facts that come into question ; if your
highnesses and the kingdom be told of the presence of such persons to have been at the
birth of this pretended prince, they ought not by our laws to be accounted witnesses,
nor their averments in the case to be heard by your highnesses, or the kingdom, and
much less to be allowed to be of any validity in the common course of our courts of ju-
dicature ; if parties concerned to prove a fact do kpowingly offer for witnesses such as
our laws reject in the facts in question, it turns Jb the prejudice of their other proof';
we arg therefore obliged to acquaint your highnesses with the actions, qualities, re-
spects and circumstances that have disabled many, by force of our common law, to be
heard as witnesses of the birth of this pretended Prince of Wales,
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First, our laws utterly disable all those to be heard in the case that have received
either gifts of money or honours, or any other reward or benefits whatsoever for their
pretended assistance about his birth, or by reasorf or occasion of that pretence ; ’tis the
common practice of our law, that when a witness is produced, the adverse party may
exahine him upon.his oath, whether he hath had money or other reward or gift directly
or indirectly, for or by reason of the matter in question, or from the party in whose behalf
he is produced to testify, or from any of his friends ; if he cannot acquit himself thereof
by his oath, though it cannot be proved against him, our impartial law denies such a
person not only to be partial in the case, but corrupted and bribed, and unworthy to
be heard. 3

Our law will not admit those to be witnesses for the birth of this supposed Prince
of Wales that have any promise, expectation,” or hopes of any advancement, office,
place, or benefit by or under him, if he shall be received and allowed by the kingdom
to be Prince of Wales ; they that cannot purge themselves by their oaths from all such
promises, expectations, and hopes, are not, in the judgment of our law, persons indiffer-
ent and unconcerned in the event of the matter in question, nor fit to be heard as wit-
nesses ; their testimonies being partly for themselves and their own benefit, and the al-
lowance of such testimonies in judicature would in consequence subvert all civil justice
and government. Our law excludes all from being witnesses to support the pretence
of the supposcd Prince of Wales, that have such dependence on the patrons and main-
tainers of him, that they are in danger of damage and loss by them of any kind if they
should displease them in their tcstimon'v. Our laws judge all such not to be free and
of their own right in the case, but bound to serve and please the patrons of the cause;
and therefore presume that they may‘be corrupted by fear of losing the advantages
they love, if they should impartially declare the whole truth, and nothing but the truth

of the matter. .

Our laws seek to know the naked and entire truth of all facts that come into legal
question or contest, and will not admit of any to be witnesses of them, unless they ap-
pear to be free from fears of any prejudice to-themselves, by speaking the truth impar-
tially. We are inforced by the concern of all the protestants, to sFeak more plainly
than we would ;. we must say, that all that hold offices of profit and honour, during the
king's will, are, by the laws of England, excluded out of the number of fit and compe-
tent witnesses about the birth of this child, whom hie majesty Rath proclaimed and
maintgins to be Prince of Wales; our good laws have regard to human infirmities, and
will not put a temptation upon men to suffer them to be witnesses in matters wherein
they may damnify themselves in the loss of their offices, if they happen to displease
their master in his concern in the case, by testifying clearly the whole truth of it; they
are not free in the judgment of our laws to speak the truth without fear, and for that
reason are not to be received.by the kingdom as witnesses in this case.

Our laws will never-allow or suffer any to be witnesses in this case who are known
or may be proved to hdve enmity or {:rcjudice of any kind upon any account whatso.
ever to her royal highness, against whom most immegdiately this supposed prince con-
tends, she having begn most unquestionably the heir apparent of the crown, and justly
so remaining, until the kingdom shall be satisfied, by a sufficient number of lawful wit-
nesses, that there is a prince born, whereby her claim to the next succession shall be
postrm.:ed. The question of -fact to be decided by witnesses is'apparently between her
roya hlghqeu and this supposed prince ; and ’tis an illegal, unanswerable, and conclu-

sive exception against any to be received for witnesses against her in his behalf, that
they are declared enemies to her angd the professed protestant religion, the destruction
whereof zheﬁ are‘bound in mnscie‘r% to endeavour ; and for that reason, such known
enemies to her right of saccession tdthe crown, that their church have decrétd and
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declaréd her right, and the right of all protestants, to any authorities to be absolutely
forfeited to the papists for protestants heresy.

It cannot be denied, that all that are sincerely Roman catholicks, and believe their
own church, do judge her royal highness to be an excommunicated heretick by their
church, and that all her rights in possession and reversion are thereby confiscated, and
that they are obliged by the law of their church, in conscience of tl‘;eir. religion, aqd
by the hope of pardon of their sins, to defeat and destroy, by all ways and means in
their power, all her pretensions to the dcscent of the crown uﬁon her, and to assist to
the investing the right to the succession in a Roman catholick. We might here add,
that our English papists are all in union and communion with the pope,’ as appears by
his nuncio in London ; and bhe is, by the ancient laws and statutes of this realm, de-
clared the publick or common enemy of the kingdom, near two hundred years before
Henry VII)I. .

'Tis manifest that the English papists are declared enemies to her royal highness’s
right in this case, between her and the pretended Prince of Wales ; and therefore, by
the laws of England, they cannot be witnesses of the fact in question, neither ought
their testimonies therein to be offered to the kingdom to delude the people.

The civil law so fully concurs with our common law in rejecting enemies to be wit-
nesses in the cause of their enemy, that it denies to give credit to what they may tes-
tify in the cause of their enemy with their dying breath after they have received the
Lucharist ; that is the general conclusion of the doctors of that civil law, Inimicus
etiamsi in articulo mortis constitutus, et accepisset Eucharistiam repellitur a testimonio
causa sui inimici ; we mention this chiefly to shew, that ’tis not only by our English
laws that our papists are rejected from being witnesses of the birth of this pretended
prince against her royal highness, but by the ancient approved rules of the civil laws
that they generally acknowledge, and by the judgment of their owu doctors.

Herein are only set forth to your highness the laws of England, that you may justly
insist upon as your right, to prevent the church of Rome’s conspiracies against you ;
we reflect not on the credit or truth of any Roman catholick lords or others in giving
their testimonies in matters of private interests, wherein the cauge of their church is not
in question, and the laws of their church bind them not to either party ; but since they
are bound in this case te be enemies to her royal highness, our law will not allow them
to be believed to her prejudice.; and they must openly renounce that common honesty
to which they pretend if they offer themselves to the'kingdom to be competent wit-
nesses against JDier in behalf of this pretended prince, when they are conscfous to
themselves, that not only our laws, but natural justice and equity abhors such a prac.
tice.

We must say with all due reverencé and most humble submission, that our laws will
not allow that the declaration or testimony of his majesty or the queen should be ac-
cepted and believed in this case as lawful proof that this pretended prince was born of
the queen ; ’tis sufficient for us that our laws avill not suffer our.kings to descend into
the place of witnesses, they will not admit them to testify their own knowledge of the
facts in any case whatsoever, criminal or civil. Bat there’s abundant reason dlso from
natural equity and civil justice, that the kingdom should not receive and rely upon the
king's afirmation abcut the birth of this supposed prince ; their majesties have pub-
lickly espoused his cause for their own in all respects, and.none on earth, kings or sub-
Jects, may justly expect or be suffered to supply the place of witnesses in their own
case, since civil government is established ; iiE they might lawfully be their own proof
for their cause, they might as justly be judges of ,their own proofs, which in conse-
quence would turn up the foundations of civil gévernment, ong of its chiefest origi-
nal intentions being to introduce a course of justice, that none might be their own

Jjudges.
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We would not speak thus plainly, if it were justly a?oidable; we cast no scandal
hereby upon his majesty, nor any way come near the crime o_f dctl‘acllon i we barely
relate the law of England in this case of his majesty’s affirmation of the birth of ths

retended prince, that it hath not the force of legal proof, or of the testimony of one
egal witness; and his majesty is obhg_ed, in justice and ho_nom:, by !ns office and oath,
not to impose upon bis subjects to believe and rely upon lis affirmation or word in this
case, (noron'the queen’s, that’s necessarily included in his,) Le cannot dc:s:re. thf: people
diffusively to change-their ancient customs and laws, to substitute their king's words
or assertions in the room of sworn legal witnesses, to prove the matters of the highest
moment about the government.

If the kingdom should allow the affirmation of their kings to be suflicient to make
a lawful Prince of Wales, without such witnesses of his birth as our law requires, they
should consent to change the ancient constitution of the English monarchy, and so de-
.stroy the established legal security of their freedom and estates; the laws of England
in tﬁis case are not dissonaut from the laws of other kingdoms, and the most absolute
empires ; the civil law now received in most Christian kingdoms, that was so adapted
to absolute government, that it was one of its principles, that principis verbum prolege
habendum est, the word of the prince was to be taken for a law; we say that law never
ascribed absolute credit to the prince’s affirmations of matters of fact, wherein the sub-
jects rights were concerned, it passeth for a rule of that law in such cases, princeps in-
distincte non creditur ; the emperor is not to be believed entirely, without limitations
and restrictions, in his affirming matters of fact relating to his subjects legal interest
and securities. .

The learned doctors in that law determine, thatsthe emperor’s affirmation that a sub-
ject hath committed treason or rebellion against him, ought not to be believed, or ta-

en for a proof ; they say expressly, regi fides non adhibetur si attestatur talem fuisse
proditorem ; likewise, if he pretends and declargs a cause why he deprives any subject,
or feudatory, of his interest, he is not to be believed, there must be proof, and the par-
ties intended to be prejudiced must be cited, and Beard in their defence.

They generally resolve, that when a king asserts or attests any thing to the preju-
dice of another, be is not to be therein belleved, especially when his affirmation is for
Lis cwn advantage, and to the subjects damage or inconveniencg : these are their words::
Quando ex assertione principi ipse principaliter sentiret coypmodum etesubditi incommodum,
tam ipsi principi non creditur. °

The Emperor Henry VI. of Germany had a due sense of the justicg and reason of
the law herein about the year 1200; he did not expect that the people should believe
the affirmations of himself, and his empress Constantia, about the birth of a prince,
when there was a rumour and suspicion that Constantia was past her age of child-
bearing, and feigned a great belly; he gave the people plentiful proof by witnesses,
more than reasou required ; he prepared a most publick place, wherein she remained,
expecting her time of delivery, ventre custodito, with publick watchers or keepers, that
no supposititious child might possibly be conveyed to her, aund there, in the sight of the
people of the city, gnd all the matrons that would and could possibly approach her,
%t‘lot:le !Jc:‘n Iexcludeti) she brought forth a prince,ethat was afterwards chosen Emperor

rederick II.

If it were needful, wé cquld shew your highness that the honour and security of
our royal falpily_ cf England, with the peace and safety of the kingdom, were intended
in the constitution of our legal monarchy, in such manner that the kings should not
have power at their will to changg the succession, or by any means prevent the de-
scent of the crown tg the next in Mood ; but if the kingdom should believe his ma-
Jesty’s affirmation of this supposed fince’s birth, without proof thereof, accoxding to

the laws and customs of England, the next succession were really and actually there-
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by put out of the legal course, and referred to the will of the king, which is in effect
to make the crown patrimonial ; whereas, by the laws and customs of England, the
right to the crown descends to the next of blood, and the successor is most properly to
be stiled the heir of the kingdom, by force of the kingdom’s laws, and cannot be de-
feated of the succession by any act of the predecessor; i therefore the king shall gain
8o vast a power, by imposing on the people to believe his atlestation of this supposed
prince’s birth, 'tis manifest that natural justice, as well as the law of England, makes it
of no force or effect to the prejudice of her royal highness, in her esteem of being the
heiress apparent of the crown. .

We believe the jesuits, and other maintainers of this supposed prince, will claim, (as
is their common practice,) against these our laws, whose force detects and defeats their
impostures ; they will pretend, that 'tis unreasonable to expect a testimony of his birth
from such witnesses, and in such manners as are hereby described, exclusive of all
Roman catholicks; but the reason and wisdom of these laws are irresistible, and ’tis a
great circumstance shewing their guilt, that they are displeased with the laws that
prevent falsehood and impostures, and require proofs of facts as clear as the sun.  °

The just and innocent are never offended at any law that provides for truth and right-
eousness ; they cannot but be conscious to themselves that it was more easy to have
provided such witnesses as our law requires of a prince’s birth, than to have had such
as they provided, that would counterfeit to be spectators, and be content (as ’tis now
said they were) to see nothing -of the fact of which they were to be published to the
kingdom to have been the knowing eye witnesses. '

*Tis notorious, that the presence of ten of the protestant nobility of either sex, and
other persons of eminent quality, nfight have been as easily procured as one of the ca-
tholicks, if it had been intended to deal justly and fairly with the kingdom, and they
know that the protestants throughout Europe (not the papists) wanted and desired sa-
tisfaction about the queen’s “great belly and her delivery, the suspicions of a counterfeit
prince were strong amongst them, and decried by all the papists ; they knew the friends,
and those of consanguinity with her royal highness, were as ready to attend, if they
had been called, as any catholick whatsoever; and they were not ignorant that cus-
tom, law, and natural justice required that convenient notice should have been given
to her royal highness above all others, of the expected time of the.queen's delivery,
that such noble matrons as she had thought necessary might have been sent, to have
continually attended near her majesty, and to have been impartial witnesses of the
birth beyond exception ; they understood the custom of calling embassadors to ‘be pre-
sent at the queen’s delivery, and that-a common fame of a designed imposture was
spread in foreign protestant countries, and that there were envoys and publick minis-
ters from some of them, especially that the Dutch had an embassador there, and ex-
pected to have been called : they know that these provisions foTegal unquestionable
proof of the birth that was pretended had been no Einderwce of the presence or as-
sistance of as many papists of each sex as her majesty had desired; and she mi
have as entirely depended upon their only help, if it had been her pleasure, as if those
lawful witnesses had not been present. _ 4

The popish counsels delude his majesty if they persuade him that any pleas of inad-
vertency, neglect, or ignorance can satisfy the kingdom, instead of the proofs in the
case that the custom and laws of England require: ’tis a rule of our law, that none shall
make advantage of their own lachez, that is, their failures or neglects of what they
ought to have done; less evidence is never to be accepted in our courts of judicature,

because the party concerned was negligent in seeking it, or ignorant. when he might
have known his duty. ¥

We presume your highness, in reading this, mAy be satisfied in the truth of our first
preliminary conclusion, which is necessary to be always remembered, in order to a just
2
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judgment to be made of this supposed Prince of Wales, and of the things proper to be
‘done by your highness, by reason or occasion of his pretences; we doubt not your
highness will clearly perceive what you may in justice demand of his majesty in thc
case, preserving nevertheless a most pious sense of filial duty.

We may more remember your highness, that, as the case now appears, no acknow-
ledgment of that pretended prince can justly be required of your highness by his ma-
jesty. "Tis contrary to justice and our laws, that her royal highness should depart frmp
‘her place and claim of heiress apparent to the crown, and rem%;x it to a child who is
not yet lawfully witnessed to have been born of the queen. We t_hercf:ore put your
highness in rehembrance of a second conclusion, fit to be premised in this case, as an
absolute certainfy to be insisted on, that is, .

That neither the laws of England, nor any natural or civil justice, do require of your
highness any kind of testimonies or proofs that the pretences of this supposed Prince
‘of Wales are false and feigned, or that he was not born of the queen.

Whosoever claims to be the natural and legitimate son of any family, ’tis wholly and
solely incumbent on him to prove it by the laws and customs of all civil government,
and by the manifest light of nature: those two rules of the civil law are adopted by
all countries into their courses of judicature, Qualem quis-se facit, pro fundamento inten-
tionis sue talem se debet probare ; and, Filius qui petit hereditatem tanquam filius debet
probare fiationem : 1f sonship, or other quality or relation, be the ground of a demand,
that foundation must be always proved by the demandant; if he that pretends to be
heir by his birth to any inhéritance, fails of such sufficient witnesses as the respective
laws of countries require to prove his proximity of blood, there needs no testimony on
the part of those that deny his lineal déscent. The course of the law of England is
known to most Englishmen, in the trial of all claims by birth; the claimant is always
put to prove all that he sets forth of his descent in his declaration, and the least defect
of proof is fatal to his process, if the defendant perceives th? plaintiff to want sufficient
legal testimony of his descent and birth; he never, troubles the court with proofs on
his behalf’; 'tis enough for him that he denies, the descent pretended, to shew the in-
sufficiency of the witnegses, and their testimony produced to prove it.

Your highness is not obliged, either by our laws or natural justice, to have witnesses
to prove the pretended Priuce of Wales to be an imposture, heg royal highness having
been the legal acknowledged heiress apparent of the crawn. Unless such lawful wit-
nesses, that he was born of the Gueen, were known and published, as did satisfy the
kingdotn, neither your highness, nor any princes or states, may in justice acknowledge
his pretences; her royal highness ought to remain in the esteem of the kingdom, and
of all princes and states, as the heiress apparent of the crown, at least until a prince shall
be legally known and declared ; and ’tis-a manifest wrong to your highness, to the
kingdom, and to all the protestants interest, to suffer this supposed prince, silently and
submissively, without publick complaint of the wrong, to assume the name of prince
and heir apparent to the crown. .

When the popish league endeavoured to set aside the claim of your highness’s an-
cestor, Heary IV. to.the crown of France, and procfaiped the Cardinal of Bulloign to
be king, he sent agedts to the pope, (though he was then a protestant,) and to all the
princes and states of Christendom, to manifest himself to be the right lawful heir of
that crown, and the Venetianstate, (to his vast advantage,) contested it with the pope’s
n_ull}]u(:. that they ought, sb to acknowledge him, because it appeared that he was the
right beir. .

_ His right indeed was to be king {p possession; but there is the like reason and Jjus-
tice to support her royal highness’s f\le to the crown in reversion, since another is set
up, and declared throughout the worldl, to be the right heir of it, immediately atter his

now I:ajenty. "Tis undounbtedly just and reasonable for her to demand and expect that
VOL. X, G
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the pretender's birth (so much and so justly suspected) should be made manifest to the
kingdom by witnesses, without exception, according to the law and custom of Eng-
land and to natural equity. e o ) _

It may be of dangerous consequence to suffer a false opinion of him in the kingdom

and the world to gain strength by time and neglect ; yet neither law nor equity puts
any burden of proof in the case upon your highness; ’tis only incambent upen your
highness to declare the wrong to yourselves and the kingdom by the pretended prince,
and to take care that no illegal, imperfect, or fallacious testimony in the case bein-
vented or obtruded upon yourselves and the kingdom, to support his pretences; her
royal highness's claim and right to be the next in reversion, after his now majesty, in
the legal descent of the crown, ought to stand unshaken and unguestionable in the
judgment of our law and the kingdom, notwithstanding any thing to the contrary that
hatﬁ been hitherto lawfully published or declared. .
We cannot doubt but ’tis Eere made manifest that your highness’s publick refusal to
acknowledge this pretended Prince of Wales may be built upon such sure founda-
tions of law and justice as can never be overturned ; we would not therefore trouble
your highuness with all the circumstances of the case which we have remarked in our
observations, that make it to us not only improbable, but incredible, that he was born
of the queen. Since 'tis not possible for us to send witnesses personally to prove to
your highness every circumstance that we have noted, and 'tis not just that your high-
ness should take them up upon unknown authority ; since we cannotin prudence sub-
scribe our names to this memorial, nor so much as the names of our witnesses to the
facts ; since the proof of the circumstances carrnever be a foundation of positive unques-
tionable certainty, but can only setve to make the falsehood and jesuitical contrivance
in this imposture more infamous and odious ; since 'tis undoubtedly your highness's in-
terest never to depart from the manifest principles of law aud justice, which put it
wholly and entirely upon the maintainers of the supposed prince to prove him to be
such as they pretend, with the highest human certainty that can be acquired by wit-
nesses, and to the kingdom’s full satisfaction :

And since ’tis notoriously known, that above all others of the Roman church, the
jesuits (which in this matter will most earnestly contend against your highness) have
the greatest effronted gonfidence to deny and forswear matters of fact, however cer-
tainly proved and known ; and they would be glad to have any thing offered in this
case that might give them room, or a possibility for dispute, and seeming doubtfuiness
of fact, that they might obscure the truth, and deceive some of the people with their
equivocal affirmation, and impertinent cavils at your highness’s witnesses, or their tes-
timonties, and their bold asseverations of falsehoods :

Upon all these considerations, we’shall restrain from the relation of many very preg-
nant circumstances that we had collected, which, if they were taken joint:y in their na-
tural orderand due connection, would, by their united force, strongly induce impartial
judges to conclude that the queen could notbe the mother of the supposed prince.

We could give very great circumstantial assurances to your highness that there never
was, or appeared to be, any regsonable grounds for a belief that ier majesty*had con-
ceived a child. She never had tife first most natural, known, and common sign of
conception : her mewses profluvium, or termes, continued their usual uncertain course as
formeily, during the whole time of her pretended great belly ; she did not conceal
that it was with her after that manner of women in her journgy to.Bath, nor that the
coutinued some days after the king left her there, and all the industry used atterward
to hide them in their seasons, proved ineffectual, because those things ceme to the
knowledge of more than were made privy to ttfwhole imposthre designed.

Her majesty baving not that natural sign ¢f her termes stopping whereby women
usually conclude themselves to have conceiveds from: whence she could make & reckon-
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ing, it seems, by the king's speech in council, that their majesties had both thought fit
to publish her conception to have been at the time of the present made to the Lady’,
Image at Loretto, upon the king’s return to the queen at Bath, _ _

It was then too soon for them to be provided of a supposititious child, and so might
name any time they pleased of her conception, and then seek for a child that might
agree with it; and it appeared pious and great to make her conception one of the mi-
racles of the Lady's Image, though it happened unluckily afterward that they could not
make the times of her conception and supposed delivery to agree with nature’s most
constant time of nine months. .

The confidants and advisers about the imposture hearing the voice of common fame
upon the kiug‘:{'ﬂeclarin? when the supposed new-bm_‘n chilgl was shewn, that he had
now a son, a strong and lively prince, the meangst childbearing women that were dis-
interested, saying thereupon in mockery, that such a child of about eight months was
as great a miracle as the queen’s conception hat_l been reported ; we say, the confidants
fearing it might make the whole story less credible, and help to detect the fraud, they
have persuaded her majesty to declare that she had miscounted the time of her con-
ceiving the child, and that she knew very well that she was with child before her use
of the bath ; by this new reckoning, they thought that it might be affirmed that the
child was born at his due time, and might be strong and lively, as his majesty had said,
and they thought it an easy sham to say women misreckoned very often.

But it was unhappily forgotten that her majesty had continued and expressly af-
firmed her first reckoning several weeks after her pretended delivery ; it was forgotten
that it was known sufficiently that her majesty had her termes in her journey to Bath,
and four days after the king's going from thence, which was a manifest proof that
there was then no conception ; it was not considered that if it be truth that the queen
knew herself to have then conceived, as she hath lately declared, then it cannot be a
misreckoning, and the meanest physician she had at Bath would have told her, that if
she had imagined a conception, as she now says, bathing would probably destroy the
embryo. s

It J!:vaui not well remembered how the king had declared with her majesty’s privity
the miracle of the time’ of her conceiving quite inconsistent with her now account;
neither was it thought of in the now council how her majesty’s truth and honour should
be saved in her contrary stories of the time of her conceiving, tvey since her supposed
delivery ; but we need not mention that, since the world knows how little regard the
jesuit confessors have to truth, .

Her majesty shewed no grounds to believe her pregnancy by nature’s’progress there-
in ; the common natural signs, that in four months follow in every woman that hath a
child in her womb, were wholly wanting in her majesty ; there was no swelling or in-
crease of the usual proportion of her breasts, nor was there any milk ever seen to be in
them, (though one lady took® the confidence once to affirm it) the proportion of them
was visibly the same tg, the eyes'of all that can be lawfully witnesses, and were usually
in her presence, and none of those ladies proper to be witnesses could ever obtain the
satisfaction to see a drop of milk from her breasts, though it had been her majesty’s
honour, interest, and pleazure to have shewed it, if tllere had been any reality in the
pretence of her pregnancy.

We put this circumstance into our memorial not without some mirth in our meeting,
because one of our company said he was now sure that neither her majesty’s physicians
nor the jesuits were fafural philosophers; they might (said he) with very little arts
have caused the queen’s breasts, at her age, to have swelled with milk so plentifully,
that she might have eamly milked M\ forth in quantity in the sight of the F‘rincess of
Denmark and all the protestant ladicy of the court ; i: may be done (said he) in gational
or animal creatures, and he gave us ifstances of undoubted credit wherein it had been
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done to his knowledge, and a child suckled; and, to divert us, he offered to shew it ju
an animal, he having also tried that experiment, and thereby milked out the milk from
a young creature’s udder that had never been with young ; another of the company
said merrily, if that were so easy an artifice, he wondered that the Romish priests had
not learned it, since ‘tis known to the world that they have long had the art of keep-
ing the Virgin Mary’s milk above 1600 years, and of multiplying the, guantity of it
from horse loads to cart loads, to disperse among their credulous vulgar.

We humbly pray your highnesses pardon that we seem herein less serious than so
great a matter requires ; we speak only the words of truth and soberness, but the co-
mical tricks of the Romish priests (that commonly end in tragedy) foree us to represent
them as they deserve.

‘There’s another known sign and testimony of a woman'’s pregnancy, that is, the sen-
sible stirring of the child in the womb, that was expected her majesty shoutd have
shewn to the ladies with joy, especially to those protestant ladies of her bed-chamber
that doubted (with the protestant doctor, her then physician) her being with child, as
far as they durst (when the quickening of a child in her womb was pretended, ahd

ublished throughout the kingdom,) it had been a pleasure to her majesty, and no
trouble (if it had been real without deceit) to have shewn the motion of a child in her
womb to honourable matrons of her bed-chamber, that might have been in all respects
lawtul witnesses of that truth to the justly jealous kingdom ; these might have touch-
ed her belly, and had been proper judges from their experience of the true motions of
an infant in the womb, antr some of consanguinity to the heiress apparent might have
been admitted to that favour, as our laws and common prudence directed, for remo-
ving the causes of jealousy ; but however industriously her majesty’s quickening with
child was spread abroad, yet the feeling of its motions was never vouchsafed to any
competent witnesses of it, to give the suspicious kingdom a ground to believe that she
was with child. . .

The next visible and manifest sign of the true natural progress of a great belly, is
the distension of all the parts of "the Rody that encircle and encompass the womb;
such is the place and manner wherein nature hath prepared the Siging of the grow-
ing child in the womb, that according to its growth and increase, and the quantity of
liquors that are naturally and necessarily congested there, so-are all the circumambient
parts gradually extended and,enlarged to make room ; there never was, nor naturally
can be, an extension only of the peritoneum, the rim of the belly, to give room to the
child ; all natujalists and anatomists know, that if in that manner, no child could keep
its natural site in the womb, nor be born alive. '

All men and women that ever observed women great with child, know that all the
parts that inclose the cavity swell until the time of their delivery approach; but this
nataral necessary sign of pregnancy so entirely failed in her majesty, that skifui spec-
tators of both sexes wondered that better arts weré got used tQ make that visible sign
and appearance of the growth of a child in her womb ; wé were satisfied by skilful
matrons of great experience, that attended on purpose to observe her majesty exactly,
that all the outward parts of her Body that encompass the womb, were of the 8ame pro-
portion that they were at other times, save only her belly, wHich was exceedingly
copped up, and high, that shew’d like a great bellied woman to theur that looked upon
ber majesty before; but, said they, when we saw her majésty walking, and looked
upon her behind, and on each side, we saw not the least appearance in her of a great
bellied woman; we took care to have the fashion of her majesty’s body observed by
skilful women at several periods of time during her supposed pregnancy, and once a
very short time bhefore her pretended delivery, affd we bad always the same account
we haye here faithfully given your highness.
th

We compared this circumstance with anothex that we had marked, whereof we had
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from time to time full assurance during all the four last months time of her majesty’s
supposed being with child, those being the months wherein usually all the circumam-
bient parts of the womb swell most; we were very well informed that in all these
months her majesty, contrary to her former usual course, always withdrew from her
chamber, and retired into ber cabinet, or some other private room, with two or three
Italians, whep she changed her linen, and would never permit any one of the protes-
tant ladiés of the bed-chamber to see her change her linen, as they had constantly
done. -

Those two circumstances explained each other, and plainly shewed that the natural
naked and true 'shape of her majesty’s body, as it was then, was not to be seen by those
that were not of the confederacy in the intended imposture ; those that were only ca-

able of being lawful witnesses for her majesty against common fame, (if fame had be-
]F;ed her,) those were all excluded from a possibility of seeing whether her belly was truly
and natura.ly great, and a few foreigners of no quality were only to keep the secret of
‘what her majesty was to make the copling belly.

Nothing can be more manifest than it is by all these circumstances, taken as they
ought in connection each with other, that there hath nothing akpearcd of the natural
plainness and simplicity that always accompany truth, in the whole demeanour of her
majesty, from the time of her pretended conceiving a child to the very time of her
feigned delivery of this supposed Prince of Wales: all that hath been acted in the mat-
ter hath plainly imported trick and design.to hide and smother Nature’s works, that
ought to have been most freety exposed to the whole world ; if there had been any truth
in the pretences that could have borne the light, we may securely affirm to your high-
ness, tﬁat in all the eight months and feur days, fisst reckoned to have been the time
of her majesty’s pregnancy, or from the time of her going to Bath in the new reckon-
ing, there never hath been any of these constant natural signs in her majesty that
could afford to any understanding man or woman a grounmd to believe that she con-
ceived a child.

The progress towards finishing the intended impo8ture of this Prince of Wales hath
been answerable to its beginning. In the preparation for her majesty’s supposed deli-
very, there hath been no regard to the rules ‘of natural equity or law, or common pru-
dence, nur any appearance of that open freedom and naturally plain proceeding that
ought to have shewn that they did not fear the kingdom, or tht wprld, knowing the
truth of all that should be done’in that pretended natural work of bearing a child,
wherein*the whole kingdom, and so much of the world was concerned. If the customs
and’laws of England, or natural equity, had been consulted in the circumstances of the
case about the preparations needful for her majesty’s expected deliverance o a prince,
the first of all advices had certainly been to give early notice to your highness, and to
others in the nearest possibility or expectance of succeeding to the crown, of the time
of her expected travail and de}rivcgande of a pringce, and of the place of her residence at
such time ; that proper,uoble matrons ang others might have prepared themselves, and
attended there, and have been present in their behalf, which might have suppressed and
silenced for ever, by their testinionies, all suspicions of fraud and imposture.

But ’tis not only undeniable that no such notice was‘given either to her royal high-
ness, or to any of consanguinity with her, nor to any other of the noble matrons of
England, but such artifices were used as might most conceal the time and intended
place of her pretended travail, such feigned time of her supposed conception was pub-
lished by the king and’ queen, that neither her royal highness, nor any of the nobulity,

. could possibly foreses the time when the comedy that 18 now said to have been acted
was Yo begin. '

The place where her majesty was ijtended to lie in was kept in such uncertainty,
and often published so v y, some{imes that it should be at Richmond, sometimes
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at Windsor, another time at Hampton Court, that none of the nobles of either sex, that
were of the kindred and friends of the heir apparent, nor of the protestant naobility,
could know how to prepare themselves for attendance on her majesty, as was their
duty to their majesties, her royal highness, and the kingdom.

As the publication of the place was often_ changed, as if a surprise in the place was
designed, so at last such a sudden and seeming hasty resolution was takep- a dgy or two
hefore her pretended delivery, that her lying-in should be at St James's, though none
expected the time to be near by above three weeks, that commands were given for pre -
paring her lodgings there so hastily, that when her majesty said on the Friday, she
would lie there on Saturday, and it was told her it was not possible her.lodgings should
be ready, she then said, she would lie there on the floor.

It was hoped by all the protestants, that the Princess of Denmark would have been
a faithful watcher for her own sake, when the time of her majesty’s deliverance of her
great belly should come; though she had not been able, or she durst not give them-
advice of the occurrences in the time of her majesty’s supposed pregnancy, it was
thought that she could not be avoided but she would be present to see what was brought
forth, whether any thing or nothing ; but care was taken that advice should be given
her, when she wanted astringent medicines, to go to the loosening waters of the Bath,
to keep her fourscore miles distant till the pretended prince should be born.

At the first notice we had of her majesty’s passionate declaration, that she would lie
at St James’s on the Saturday night, we could not conjecture that there was to be a
{;rete’nded prince brought forth on the Sunday ; nor was there any whispers of it, or the
east natural feigned or counterfeit sign of forerunning pains of a2 woman whose time
of travail approacheth. Her majesty was late fn the night at cards, and no appearance
of an indisposition then, nor is any pretended to have been in the mght; but we learn-
ed by the event on the Sunday, the reason of her majesty’s fixed and inmovable reso-
lution to lie at St James's’ on the Saturday night; she was to seem to bring forth a
prince on the Sunday. .

There was a cunning contrivance to chuse a fit time of that day; it was to be be-
tween the hours of nine and ten in the morning, that all, or most of the protestant la-
dies might be at church, and the trick be over before their return; and that the mid-
wife, Mrs Labany, and the favourite Mrs Tourain, might have freedom and secrecy, as
they had, to act tkeir parts in the bringing forth of a supposititious prince.

The room also that was chosen, wherein the trick “was to be acted, was fit for the
purpose, and contrary to the rules of common prudence, to be chosen in a case ‘suspect-
ed for setting up a supposititious child, and ought to have been avoided, if their meaning
had been just and good. There was a private door within the ruel of the bed, into a
room, from whence a child might bé secretly brought, and put into the bed, unseen by
any that should attend in the queen’s room, though at the feet of the bed; (none of
them coming into the ruel;) and by that door the three confidantes, the midwife, Mrs
Labany, and Mrs Tourain, brought into her anajesty’s bed what they pleased unseen.

If they had wanted no secret conveyance by that door, common prudence required
that they had nailed or sealed jt up, to avoid confirming and inereasing the kingdom’s
Just and known jealousies, of impésing upon them a counterfeit prince, when it should
be known that there was such secret ways as made it so easy to be done by confedera-
tion, undiscerned by others that were in the room; but it appeared by the event, that
the privy door was so necessary for the designed imposturé, .that all the transactions
of it were managed by that door, as is well known to all those lords of the council that
'were brought for a shew, not to see any thing that was done, but only to be seen in
thq bed-chamber with his majesty, that their najhes might be published to the people,
nstl‘f they had been witnesses of the queen’s befhg delivered of this pretended prince.

The civil laws provided, as a rule of common'natural equity, that when a woman was
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to be delivered of a posthumous child, that might defeat another appearing heir, that
the chamber wherein she was to be delivered should have but one door; and if there
were more, that they should be sealed up with the seals of both parties, and that
keepers should be set at the single door, and no woman suffered to enter until she was
searched in all kinds, that nq child might be conveyed to the woman in her real or
supposed trayail ; and though we have no express statute that gives direction in such
cases, yét our ‘common law abhors all appearance of fraud about inheritances, and hath
appointed twelve of the most able neighbours to judge of all the signs and appearances
of fraud and setting up counterfeit heirs; who may also judge upon presumptive evi-
dence, and rejt_:’:t any pretended heir, where they see signs of fraud and imposture
whereupon to gfound their judgment, and every one must, at his peril, take care that
there be no grounds of suspicion given of a supposititious heir.

We have faithfully shewed your highness what were the preparations for her majes-
-ty’s supposed time of travail, wherein there appeared no marks of an intention to deal
uprightly and openly with her royal highness, as heiress apparent of the crown, and
with the subjects of the kingdom ; nor was there any natural signs that her majesty
really feared or expected the common sorrows, pains, and danger of a woman in travail,
or made any suitable provisions.

We cannot learn that there was in readiness so much as the usual instruments of mid-
wives, whereupon they commonly place all women of quality in their time of travail,
that such assistance may be given them, by the matrons and midwives, as is not possi-
ble to be given on their knees, which is the common posture of meaner women, and
least of all, as they lie in their bed, which is seldom used, until the length of the travail
and failure of strength enforce it; there being many natural reasons for the posture of
the women’s bodies helping them in their travail.

Amongst other suitagle provisions, it had been certainly fit that a college of physi-
cians had been called to attend somewhere near, to her majesty, if she had not known
there could be no need of them ; and she being sure there could be no hour of danger
to herself, in a feigned travail, nor any sudden neetl of physicians’ advice or help to a
strong lively supposed prince that was intendéd then to be brought forth.

As all the preparatioiis for her majesty’s supposed time of travail discovered to know-
ing and observiny people, that there was not reality in her pretences made of a great
belly, so the fiction and fraud was made more mavifest whert thg trick came to be
acted. . '

Hersmajesty lying in bed, with all the curtains round close drawn, all that was pro-
vided belonging naturally to a child, and intended to be used by them,’in their bring-
ing forth the supposititious prince, being prepared and ready within the inner chamber,
then her majesty’s feigned travail began : and alk these things were, by the help of the
midwife, Mrs Labany, and Mrs Touramm, the confederates, brought through the dnor
in the wall by the queen's bed, and put between her sheets, that is, a child, and all that
naturally attends a birjh ;*then the midwife and the confidantes scemed very busy about
her majesty in the dark, none seeing what they did ; and being afraid, as appeared by
the midwife's words, that the child, which was prepared to sleep to prevent its crying
before it was got inte the bed, should be stifled by the’closeness of the Led, they were
forced.to hasten the queen’s pretended delivery, even beyond what was reasonably to
be believed, notwithstanding all that could be said of the Lady of Loretto, or auy other
paInt’s assistance ; therefore the queen’s supposed deliverance was in very short time.

Bul nothing appeared in her majesty like the real natural travail of a woman in child-
bearing; there being none of the usual natural signs in her majesty of being in real tra-
vail, which cannot be hidden ; theWwas no appearance of an approachiug travail by
various. intermitting pangs, usually very great, by the infant’s struggling to freg itsclf
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of the womb ; no shew of the pains naturally and gradually increasing, as more of tl_re
ligatures came to be broken or rent, whereb{ every infant is safely retained in the womb
until its full growth and appointed time; there were no signs of her majesty’s known
weakness in bearing such pangs in her state of body, debilitated with long lingering
infirmities ; there were no signs of a violent eruption of an untimely birth from the
womb of eight months and four days, as her majesty then reported it to have been.

All that was to be feigned was suddenly dispatched, and the midwife delivered
something close covered to Mrs Labany, which could be nothing but the child they
had put in. and went with it together through the privy door, in the ruel of the bed
into the next room, in so great haste, that it was not considered how. plainly it might
discover, that it was a mere feigned counterfeit travail of the queen’s, if the midwife
durst quit her attending and assisting her majesty in these moments, when there was
the greatest necessity ot her skill and assistance in her, uffice, and the most extreme
danger of her majesty's life, by any neglect of her, if she had really brought forth any
child, as they were obliged to pretend.

Instead of fair open freedom, in shewing that the queen was really delivered of a
prince, which our customs and laws and natural equity required, that all those works
of nature might have been seen, and testified by noble inatrons, their pretended biith
ot a prince, and all that they did about it, was done in the dark, with the curtams close
drawn round about the bed, and under the coverings of it, and none of either sex per-
mitted to see any thing done about her majesty, or her supposed child, save only the
confederates; no others of those in the bed-chamber, that drew as near as they might,
were suffered to see what was taken out of the bed, being something wholly covered,
and immedately carried away by the private door.

All hearkened after the common and most constant natural sign of the birth of a
living child, that is, its crying ; but we are fully assured, from divers lords of the coun-
cil, and others that were in the bed-chamber, that the crying of a child was heard by
none there, when the pretence was that a child was born, though the midwife would
not at first say it was a prince. .

We have related to your highnesses no circumstances but such as are notoriously
known, or could be judicially proved beforé any impartial court of judicature, and there-
fore we will not ofter to your highness these conjectures, (though we have them fiom

rood hands,) of what was agted about the pretended prince, in the room from whence

1e was brought, and to which he was carried, beforé the lords of the council, or any
others, were tpld that there was a prince born: but we baveit of certainty from thuse
that were present, that during the whole fictitious travail of the queen’s, and & cohsi-
derable time after it, his majesty kept those lords of the council that were called, not
far from the feet of her majesty’s bed, that was clese shut up; and they neither saw
nor heard any thing about the birth of the supposed prince, whereof they can be law-
ful witnesses to the kingdom, yet the actors of this'wholé imposture had the confidence
to publish forthwith to the kingdom by authprity, that those lards, and many ladies of
quality, were present at the queen's delivery of a prince, equivocating therein like the
Jesuits, and falsely insinuating to‘the people, that thost lords, and many matrons of the
nobulity, had been such ocular witresses as our laws require, of the queen’s being deli-
vered of a prince; whereas, in truth, all that were not of the confederacy waited to no
more purrosc, than if they had been ten miles off her bod-chainber.

Afler long wailing his majesty left them, and retired into the inner-room, where
was Mrs Labany, and the confidantes, with the supposed prince ; and it was soon after
said to the lords, that a prince being born, there was no more need of them, where-
upon several of them went away; and whatsoevef was done in shewing a child to those

that stayed, was not worthy of enqueiry, since it could be of no use to your highness
or the kingdom,
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Yet we carefully observed and enquired after the queen’s supposed deliverance of a
phince, whether there were any na}tural demonstrable signs in her majesty, that she had
newly borna child, that had broke its way by violence into the world before nature’s time,
as she then affirmed ; some of us know well the usual and necessary consequences of
such force upon nature in women of such tenderness and weakness as her majesty’s ;
we expected to have heard of her great weakness and danger of her life by a fever,
that comtmonly attends such untimely births; we enquired after the danger of her
majesty’s breasts, by the unusual redundancy of milk, because one had reported so long
before, that she had plenty of it in her breasts ; we employed proper persons Lo ask
what woman had the honour to draw her breasts, or whether any applications were
made to her breasts to repel or dry the milk ; and also, to ask after the good progress
of her majesty, in the natural cleansings that follow child-bearing ; and of her strength
in bearing these unavoidable consequences, whereby all women of her majesty’s ten-
derness and weakness are greatly debilitated ; but we could never learn, by our most
diligent inquiry, that there was auy appearance of these natural effects of child-bearing,
though a good doctor’s skill might have easily feigned all those, to the delusion of all
about her majesty’s court.

We have now given your highness an abstract of many of the circumstances which
we had collected in this affair; and must freely affirm, that we cannot observe, from
the beginning to the end of it, one footstep of sincere plainness; all that hath been
done therein, from the queen's pretended conception to her supposed delivery of a
prince, hath shewed desires and intentions to hide the truth of those natural things,
which they were obliged, by the laws of England, by natural justice, and by their own
honour and interest, to have made demonstrable or provable, by sufficient witnesses, to
all the kingdom, if there had been truth in their pretences.

There hath been such a total neglect, slighting, and disregard of all the necessary
rules of law and justice about needful witnesses of the birth of a prince and heir to the
crown, (when they knew that most of the kingdom suspected their setting up a coun-
terfeit,) that it looks like a contempt of your highress and the whole kingdom, as if
no satisfaction were due to her royal highness In ier admission of an heir to the crown
before her, nor to the kingdom 1n their acknowledgment of a prince to be the next
successor to the crown.

‘I'he most modest judgment we can make of it is, to think that a blind zeal, (always
nourished by the Romish church) 'Lo. settle a popish succéssor, hath made them break
through,all the rules of righteousness, and stiﬂ% and extinguish all the natural affections
of a father to a child, to do a service to their church that is by their doctrine so me-
ritorious,

Your highness will the better consider all these circumstances mentioned, if you will
please to call to mind the occasion and time when this design was first resolved to set
up a prince, to bar her royal highness-of the immediate succession to the crown.

Be pleased to rememlbrer, that it'is before observed, that the going to the Bath, and
the visit to St Winefred’s well, and the present made to the Lady, were preparations
for a repogt of the queen's being: with child, and were all concluded upon about the
end of August and beginning of September 1687, apd then was your highness's com-
pliance with the popish design despaired of.

The abstract of Mr Steward’s letters to Mynheer Fagel, which we just now find
printed, confirms all our memorials in that matter. He was pardoned and chosen by
the king to have persuaded your highness to a consent that the penal laws and test
should be repealed, which had been a full establishment of popery; in his two first
letters of July he seeks to persuade pour highness, that the king was resolved to pre-
serve,. and observe the true right of succession to the crown, ang was very desirqus of.
your highness’s consent and concurrertc in his design, and troubled to find them so-
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58 Tracts during the Reign of King William I'II.

averse from it; in his next letters of the same July he pressed that your hig_hnegs
should have been disposed to hearken to a well-chosen informer, to be sent by his ma-
jesty to persuade your concurrence aith him, and he pressed extremely for-a hasty
answer: the new councils for setting up a supposititious prince seem then to have been

un. .

- hnat letter seems to threaten what we now see if your highness refused ; he doubled
his assurance to him that was to solicit your highness, that if you were obstinate, (as
they call it,) it will be fatal to the dissenters, and be feared productive of ills yet un-
heard of: And his letter of August 5. seems to give your highness your last time to
chuse the settlement of pope:{v, or to resolve to be true to the protestant religion.

He says, if your highness did what was desired by the king, it was the best service
to the protestants, the highest obligation on his majesty, and the greatest advance-
ment of your own interest that you could think on; but if not, then all is contrary.
There can be no other meaning, in saying if your highnesses refused, all is contrary,
save only this, that the protestants should then have no mercy from the papists; his
majesty would be so offended that he would become your highness’s enemy ; andit
would ie the loss-of your highness’s greatest interest, that Kou can think on, which cer-
tainly could be no other than the just expectancy of the three kingdoms.

As these letters threaten that the king would destroy your highness’s greatest in-
terest if you refused, so the attempt of it soon after appeared.

It is now known, that in September and October the resolutions were taken to pub-
lish that the queen was with child ; but before it was publicly declared, that is, Octo-
ber 8, Mr Steward says, he would use no mere arguments to your highness, but he
then laments your highness’s loss of the time of compliance:  Alas,” said he, ‘* that
Providence should not be understood.” Then, in November, he speaks more plainly,
(notwithstanding your hishness’s moderation towards the papists and their liberty was
shewn by Mynheer Fagel's letter,) hg says that all hope of your highness’s concur-
rence in the king’s design was given over, and men were become as cold in it there as
your highness were positive here :* And upon his new conference with the king, he not
only shews the king’s dislike of that letter, but says expressly, that your highness’s
answer was too long delayed, and that the king was quite over that matter. There
can be no other reasonable construction of this, than that the king ‘bad then resolved
of another way to.proSecute the popish design, and time hath now shewn and proved
to the world that the way resolved on was to set up this supposititious prince for a po-
pish successor. "

These letters, by the help of time, shew the design when it was in embryo, and
help to make a judgment upon all the other circumstances that we have mentioned ;
amrno doubt, if an evidence made wp of all the circumstances that we have mention-
ed, in their order and connection, were given to any impartial judges, it would be
Judged as strong a presumptive evidence as ever was given; and in the proceedings of
our laws against criminals, judgment hath passed against the:lives of many upon far
less evidence, this being as full as the matter of the thing can possibly suffer in your
highness and the kingdom’s case: - 5

ut notwithstanding this sdrt of circumstantial evidence be sufficiently forcible and
convincing to disinterested persons, to prove this supposed prince to be an impostor,
and it may be more circumstances of the same nature are known to your highness, yet
we most humbly pray your highness to wave insisting upon any of them, as entirely as
if you could neither prove nor know more about this pretended prince than common
fame hath proclaimed without contradiction.

It no ways belongs to your highnesses, nor to"the kingdom, to prove the falsehood
of hig pretences, or any circumstance about hig birth, and it would be very prejudicial
for your highness to take upon you the burde?. of producing witnesses and proofs, and

10
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idmitting your highness’s adversaries to dispute their force and sufficiency, when it be-
16ngs to them wholly and only to bring forth such lawful witnesses in due numbers
as may satisfy your highness and the kingdom of the truth of their pretences, and it is
an infinite wrong te your highness and the kingdom, that they have not done it long
since, if there had been a true,prince born of the queen.

Since it is the kingdom’s great concern as well as your highnesses, we are the bolder
to propése that the method of defence against the public injury, be made according to
the known laws and customs of England; that is, that an open free demand be made
in the name of her royal highness, as heiress apparent of the crown ; and in behalf of
all the people ‘of the realm, that there be forthwith declared and published to the king-
dom a sufficient humber for this case, of lawful witnesses of either sex, such as the laws
of England and natural justice require in the case, who do testify, that, according to
the usual practice of their respective sexes at the birth of princes, heirs to crowns, they
awere eye-witnesses that the child, now called the Prince of Wales, was naturally born o1
the queen’s body.

»'Tis but just, regular, and modest for your highness to make that demand, and your
insisting upon it to be done immediately without the least delay, ang is no more than
the right of your highness and the kingdom, that must be confefSed by all that either
know the rules of natural justice or the laws of England : Our laws require and demand
an entry to be made upon all intruders into the rights or inheritances of another, there
ought to be legal interruptions made of all wrongful possessions however obtained. A
long permission of au illegitimate child to pass for a legitimate heir, is of dangerous
consequence to the true heir of an inhegitance ; ’tis a knowh rule both in our English
laws and the civil laws, Tacens longo tempore presumitur consentire, he that remains
long without answering any thing to an intruder’s claiin seems to allow it.

We crave pardon that we must freely tell your highness, that it hath been our asto-
rishment that your highness has been so long silent and have deferred to make your
just demand, and that you have so long suffered’her royal highness’s chaplains to pray
publickly for this supposed Prince of Wales. .

Your highness’s heart cannot desire the Gotl of truth and righteousness to prosper
such an invasion of your own and the kingdom’s rights, nor to bless the imposture as
such, being set up (though an innocent child) to be a tool in the hands of others to
destroy the protestant profession, your highness’s claims to the greatest inheritance and
the best civil government kuown in the world. We believe your highnesses to be true
Christians, that tremble in the worship and prayers before the eternal Majesty, and
therefore hope-such a shew of owning him will not be longer suffered tb be acted be-
fore the great God, that searcheth all the hearts of princes and subjects.

If your highnesses shall first make this legal demand proposed, and satisfaction
therein be not given by the maintainers of the supposed prince without delay, then
natural justice and our laws dictate that your highnesses demand a retraction by the
publick ministers of the king in &ll Christian kingdoms and states, of the false news
they have published of the birth of a Ptince of Wales, and their vindication of her
royal highness’s right apparent to the next succession of the crown.

When a wrongtul dlaimer to be heir of an inheritpnce cannot prove his true descent,
the court wherein he sues his claim not only rejects and damns his false pretences, but
openly declares the counterfeit tricks or forgeries that they observe to have been at-
tempted to support the false ‘claim ; and our¥aws enable the heir that hath been dis-
turbed to demand by his action against the false pretender satisfaction for the scandal
of his lawful title, and our laws further require his prosecution for justice against all the
known confederates in that intended wrong and fraud, for their several crimes therein
committed.

We are sensible that most catholicklprinces have a prejudice to us in the rights we
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claim as English protestants, not knowing our laws and liberties, and we have !.here-
fore proposed these two demands to be first in order made by your highnesses in the
behalf of her royal highness and the kingdom, that we might convince them that we
have reason and justice, according to their own laws and rules of right, to seek your
highnesses protection against the king’s practices (as they yet appear) in forcing us to
stoop to a counterfeit prince, and to change the succession of the crown and the whole
government, your highnesses having therein a joint concern with us and our laws ; and
nature itself calls upon you to defend your own and the kingdom’s right, to preserve
the succession of the crown, as it is by the laws established, which the king had no
pretence of power to change. i .

But we must also humbly fly to your highnesses to protect us against the horrible
destruction made by the king of all our laws, for the reformation of our Christian reli-
gion, and our security against the open, professed, and mortal enemies of our liberties
therein, the king having declared to the world that thosé laws shall never hereafter be
put in execution ; and, to make our case therein desperate, hath caused his judges to
justify him in what he hath done. e 20, o2

We must also pray your highnesses help against his invasion of all our civil rights
and fundamental liberties, and his utter subversion of the free government of England
by its ancient customs and laws.

We cannot doubt but your highnesses will be convinced by this memorial that we
have not complained of our oppressions until they are become intolerable, nor sought
any relief (save from God alone) until your highnesses justly expected inheritance,
and the very being of our civil government, are in the most extreme danger of utter
rain. . ,

We are and have been truly loyal to the king, and never refused obedience to any of
his legal commands, or any whatsoever that could consist with all our other duties to
God and our fellow subjegts. We have been content to suffer personal wrongs and
manifest injustice, and copsidered tht corruption of mep, that abuses and particular
wrongs will happen in all governments, and ought patiently to be borne, whilst the fun-
damentals of civil government and justice are sacredly preserved. Qur Christian cha-
rity taught us that ’tis better that a few suffer wrongs than tohazard for their just re-
lief more effusion of blood, or other mischiefs than can be recompensed by their obtain-
ing right. We know she jesuits crafts might have clouded the justice that might have
been demanded in®particular:cases, and we have theyefore stayed until the justice of
what we pray is become demonstrable unto all that are not corruptly and wilfully
blind, or led HWlindfold by the jesuits or their Romish priests. -

We are sensible that the king hath used the name of the royal authority and prero-
gative in all the lawless powers that he hath exercised ; and we durst not pray your
highness's aid against his doings, if there could be reasonably any doubt or question,
whether the things he hath done, and daily doth, might be authorized by the royal
powers and high prerogatives which belong to the kings of England.

"Tis most unquestionable, that the noble English monarchy and government had a
legal foundation, and was and is gstablished upon customs, franchises, and laws pecu-
liar to the English nation. It-was always free and independent, upon all the powers
and potentates on earth : The kings and the people are, and of ngﬁt were always free
and absolute, to binc themselves by their own laws, made by their joint consent, and
not otherwise ; they could never be boumd by any others than themselves, save only by
the laws of the most high God.

A king of England ceaseth to act by the English kingly authority, or as a king of
England, if he yield up himself or his subjects to-be bound or subjected to any other
laws, canons, or jurisdictions, than such as are made or freely received by the mutual
agreement of the king, and the representative tydy of the realm in parliament.
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’Tis declared in the statute 6 Richard II. 5. That the crown of England had been so
free at all times, that it hath been in subjection to no realm; and that the same ought
not, in any thing touching the regality, to be submitted to the Bishop of Rome, nor the
laws and statutes of the realm to be by him frustrated or defcated. at his will, to the
perpetual destruction of the Kking’s sovereignty, crown and regality, and of all the
realm. The commons then prayed the king, and him regmred, by way of justice, to
examine all the states of the realm how they would stand to defend the rights of the
crown and the realm against the pope ; and it was thereupon ordained, that all that
should pursue or bring any bulls or instruments from Rome against the king’s regality
or his realin, should be put out of the king’s protection, and incur a premunire, which,
as the law then was, made it lawful for any man to kill them.

Likewise the statute of 24 Henry VIII. 12. and g5 Henry VIIL 21. say, That the realm
hath been, and is free from subjection to man’s laws, but only to such as have been de-
vised and made within the same for its own welfare, or of their free liberty, received by

* their consent to them.

The king and parliament, near four hundred years since, were so resolute to defend
the rights and freedoms of the crown and the realm against the imposition of the pope’s
canons, and the jurisdictions and powers which he attempted to exercise, that notwith-
standing they were papists, yet they, by the statute of 18 Edward 1IL. statute 1. Rot.
Parliament, number 38, declared the pope to be the common enemy to the king and the
realm, and so he stands now declared ; and to the like purpose is the Roll Parliament
17 Edward I11. number 59. Though these statutes are not printed, their force is the
same, to make them to fall into the congdition of ememies to the kingdom that corre-
spond with him or his nuncio. . .

It never was in the power of any king of England to yield up or submit the rights
of the crown, and the realm and its laws, powers or jurisdictions of any cort, against
the will of the realm in parliament; so it was confessed 500 years since, King Henry
V1. in his letter to Pope Pasqpal, Notum habeat sanctitus vestra quod me oivente [aua-
iliunte Deo] dignitates et usus regni nosire Arglic nort imminuentur, et si ego (quod obsit)
in tanta me dejectione ponerem, magnates mei, et totus Anglie populus, nullo modo patere-
tur. “ Be it known (saitl Lie) to your holiness, that whilst I live (by God’s assistance)
the authorities and usages of the kingdom of England shall never be diminished, but if
I would so debase myself, (which God forbid,) my nobles and the whole people of Eng-
layd would by no means suffer ite’ . 2

King.John indeed unworthily surrendered the crown and regalities to Pope Innocent

II1: and his suecessors, and the priest falsely put it into that charter, that it was by the
consent of his council of barons he submitted to hold the kingdom of the pope, and
that by yearly rent again ; but when Pope Gregory X. in the third of Edward I. sent
for that pretended rent, that noble prince justly ' answered, that he was bound by his
oath in his coronation to preserve the rights of the kingdom untouched, and that he
could do nothing that coneerned £he crown without the advice of the people in parlia-
ment, which are there called * proceres. *
. In the ¢0th Edward 1I1. the pope demanded the same rents, and the king proposed
it in parliament, but tBey declared that neither King John nor any other king had any
power to put himself or the realm and people into subjection to the pope without their
consent in parliament ; and that if it were done by King John, it was done contrary to
his oath in bis coronation ;.and if the pope attempted any thing thereupon against the
king or his subjects, they*would resist him to their utmost power.

The same King Edward 1I1. had only negligently suffered the pope’s power to be
too much used m the kingdom, contrary to the statute of Carlisle, 35 Edward I. as

* See Roll. Clar. 3. Ed. Num. 9. Shed. * See Coke's Inst. Fol. 13.—Orig. Notes.*
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appears by the parliament Roll 17 Edward I1I. number 59; and the commons’in par-
liament complained, that the treasure of the realm was transported to Rome, and the
secrets of the realin discovered by the foreign priests sent hither ; and they required of
the king some mercy, for that they neither could nor would any longer bear those
strong oppressions, or else that he would help them to expel out of this realm the

pe’s power by force, and thereupon were enacted against many of the pope’s powers
in this realm, those severe penal laws of 256 Edward III. ¢7 Edward 1II. 1. 88 Edward
111. Statute II. Chap. I all which our king hath now declared shall never hereafter be
put in execution.

That victorious prince, Edward IIL though a papist, yet pretended to no regal pre-
rogative of suspending the laws made by the kings and parliaments dgainst the pope ;
he confesseth, in that statute of 85th Edward 1. against the pope’s power, that it held
its force, being not aunnulled by parliament ; and therefore he was bound, by his oatl?,
to see the same kept as a law of the realm, though that by sufferance and negligence it
had been attempted to the contrary. '

If the effects of the Romish jurisdictions in the realm were looked upon as they ‘are
related in that 38th Edward 111, 1. it would be manifest, that the king that would put
the kingdom into such a state lays aside thereby his kingly office and dignity whilst
he pursues these intentions; that statute saith, That by the powers exercised by the
pope and court of Rome, and the dependants thereof, the goorf ancient laws, customs,
and franchises of the realm, were greatly impeached, blemished, and confounded ; the
crown abated, the treasure and riches of the realm carried away, the inhabitants and
subjects of the realm impoverished and troubled, and the great men and commons in
bodies and goods damnified : surely there can.be no doubt, whether the king hath any
royal prerogative to enable him either to stop the execution of these penal laws, that
prevent the kingdom from falling back into such a forlorn estate, or to attempt, by pre-
tence of liberty of conscience for the Romish priests and emissaries, aiid their practices,
to enable them to work all the mischief they can agaigst those thah wrould save the
kingdom from such miseries. ¢ i

Yo*: highnesses may be absolutely certain, that the king acts not by virtue of the
English regal office or prerogatives, in his authorizing treasons to be daily committed
against the realm. By the statute of 18th Elizabeth, ii. they that give or receive any
abgolution or reconcikation to Rome by the pope’s authority, or any of his priests,’
which the king licenseth ahd authorizeth to be dome continually, those are declared
high traitors to the king and the realin, and, no doubt, treason declared by a statute
against the réalm, are common nuisances of the highest nature and mischief’; it is the
trust of the regal office to prevent and punish them ; and it is directly contrary to the
kingly office to assume power to authorize or licence such crimes.

“Tis unquestionable, that no king of England ever had power to grant offices to per-
sons disabled to bear them, by positive and direct-acts of parliament, made for that very
purpose, and declared to be for the people’s securitf; nevertheless the king hath put
most of the offices of the kingdom in the hands of those that are so disabled.

*Tis as certain, it never was in.the power of our kings to dispossess at their wills any
of the subjects of those interests and profits which they had for $heir lives; nor to com-
mission any to judge his subjects finally in matters criminal or civil by their discretion,
without any regard to the laws, customns, and privileges of the realm.

_These and many other powers exerted by the king, which we might name to your
highnesses, are not the actings of an English legal monarch, but an assumed despotical
power over the persons, the liberties, and interests of the subjects; as if he alone had
at least the property paramount in all their persbns and their interests, which in all
civil governments belongs only to the lawful legislators ; and as if the people of Eng-
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land were tenants of his mere will to what they have, and had no right nor interest in
théir laws, customs, or franchises, nor any justice to demand the benefit of them.

Nothing can complete his majesty’s renunciatiog of the trusts and obligation of the
English regal office, save only that he assumes, (as he now doth actually) to take from
the cities and boroughs entirely, all their customs and privileges, and free election of
their magistrates, confirmed to them expressly by the great charter, and many other
laws ; and that he deprives all the rest of the people of their liberty to choose such per-
sons as they please, according to the statutes, to consent for them to the laws that bind
thém, their estates and lives, as he hath declared he will, and intends and is every day
doing ; and then-the ancient, rightful, and free English government will be manifestly
and entirely dissolved, and Englishmen shall have no legal right to their estates, their
wives and children, or their lives. : ,

"Chere will be then no legal English monarchy in England, trusted by the laws with
high royal prerogatives for the joint safety and benefit of the king and the subjects,
acknowledging themselves to be bound by an oath to maintain the customs, laws, and
franchises of the realm, and to take continual care for the execution of the laws impar-
tially ; for that purpose every man shall then have equal and eternal right to every
thing as this king will, and his popish forces shall dispose of it, and so long only as he
shall please to continue in the same mind with the same force.

"Tis with bleeding hearts, that in this marifest extreme oppression and danger we
beg your highnesses aid to defend the rights of the crown and the realm.

There can be no question of your highnesses right to defend the same, the legal
monarchy and government, by our anciept customs, laws, and franchises, to save the
ancient penal laws against the pope’s usugpations, and the latter laws for the reforma-
tion of our religion from popery; and to preserve the special customs and privileges of
the cities and boroughs, as well as the general customs of the kingdom ; our customs
and laws only have vested in your highness the next right expectant of the Erglish
crown [and if no prince shall be born, Rege etiam renitente,] though theking shall do
all that's possible for him to hinder you. .

If you suffer them to be destroyed, or to be'disused and deemed to be of no force,
but as the king shall please, by his judges and courts, and by all that he shall possess
of the power of the kingdom, your highness’s claim and rights expectant of the crown
is in hEe manner déstroyed and set aside; and the whole arbitrary magistracy serving
his will, and ali his popish forces, fereigners and natives, will be engaged in interest and
imisguided conscience, to oppose your highness’s claim ; by the laws and customs of Eng-
land; there will be indeed, in the state to which the king bath brought the kingdom,
no legal magistrates nor government in being and use, unto which her royal highness
can immediately succeed, according to the customs.and laws of England ; the kingdom
must be a confused multitude, and the strongest may subdue the rest to their will.

As your highnesses have agight tosave the government, by reason of your great n-
terest in it, 5o all the people havefan unquestionable right to seek. your highness’s aid
therein ; and "tis one of their printipal duties of the Christian religion, and will be one
of the best outward expressions of their love to God and Jesus Christ, to assist your
highnesses in all your fighteous ways, defending their just civil government, being in-
stituted by God for preserving justice amongst human societies. :

The people that love their neighbours and countries as Christian religion commands,
ought not carelessly, nor irrgligiously, to suffer their civil government, their laws, and
all their rights and icterest that their country hold by them for themselves and poste-
rities, to be destroyed by any man’s will, superstition, or ambition.

__He that was at first alegal and supreme magistrate, and ought to have been obeyed
if he would have so continued, though he had done many injustices to particular,per-
sons, he may cast off the quality an utof the powers of a legal supreme magistrate,
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and use and exercise power destructive to all the legal trusts and office ; and then he
divests himself of that office and trust of a lawful magistracy, unto which the law$ of
God and the kingdom require obedience. ) .

The ancient kings of England acknowledged the people's right to save their free go-
vernment, if any of the kings themselves would havg dishonourably parted with the
rights of the crown aud the realm; we mention the letter of Henfy [. to the pope:
and that great priuce, Edward 1. on tbe like occasion of power clainfed by‘the pope,
not only writ to the pope to the same effect as Henry L. did, but by his consent letters
were written to Pope Boniface, by the lords and commons in parliament, wherein they
told the pope, that they were bound by oath to the observation and defence of their Ji-
berty, customs, and ancient laws, and would maintain them with all their power and
force ; and that they neither did, nor ever would, could, or ought to suffer the king,
though he would, to do, or any ways attempt, what the pope desired, contrarﬂto their
customs, since it would be to the destruction of the right of the crown of England,
and the kingly dignity, and the subversion of the statutes of the kingdom, and preju~
dice of their ancient liberties, customs, and laws. "

Since, then, your highnesses have an undoubted right* to interpose between the king
and us in your own and the kingdom’s behalf, to save our ancient legal government,
and in special our laws for the reformation of our Christian religion, we humbly offer,
that, besides the former demands about the supposed prince, your highnesses will please
to demand and insist immoveable,

That the ancient free government of England, by its own customs and laws onl
made, or approved in parliament, be immediately restored in all the parts of it through
the kingdom ; that is, that the rights of the crown and freedom of the realm be forth-
with vindicated from all the submissions publicIl?r made to the pope by the king that
now is, to the dishonour and abasement of the English crown and realm, and from all
the claims made by the Romish church of any powers and jurisdictions whatsoever
over the Chritians, or church in England.

That all the laws now in force against the admission of the cauons, and jurisdiction
of Rome, contrary to our customs and laws, and against the maintainers of them, be
forthwith declared to be put in due execution ; and all suspensions of them, or dispen-
sations with them, without the authority of parliament, be declared null and void.

That the ancient customs, liberties, and privileges, for the city 6f London, and the
whole form and course of ifs government, be forthyith restored, the customs thereof
being part of the common law of England; and its liberties be established by the great
charter, and many acts of parliament, that the customs, free election. of their magis-
trates, and all the privileges of all the cities and boroughs of England, confirmed by
the greater charter, and other laws,.be duly restored.

That legal officers, both civil and military, be settled in all the places of magistracy,
and all the commands throughout the kingdom.. . ©

That all commissions whatsoever be forthwith redpked, and declared null and void,
whereby are granted any powers of discretibn over the persons or interests of the sub-
jects, contrary to the laws and gustoms of England; especially the commission for ec-
clesiastical affairs, with its monstrous non obstante to all our lawys.

That the freedom of elections, which is the foundation of the government, be duly
vindicated, and all the most unworthy pre-engagements revoked and renounced to
elect and vote as the king would have them. T

‘That the kingdom may be restored, as soon as possible, to a capacity of holding
a legal parliament, in auc{l form and manner as the laws require; by whose help the

¥ Rot, Parliament. 28 Ed. 1. See Coke’s Institut. 2 fol. 98.==Orig. Nots.
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ciyil government may be re-established, and force and arbitrary powers therein utterly
abolished.

We crave your highnesses pardon, that we further humbly offer to your highnesses
that time and accident always made changes in the usefulness of laws, and that it hatl
so happened in our penal laws made for uniformity in the profession of faith, and in
the outward worshig of God ; four of our succeeding parliaments perceived the abuse
of these laws, #nd the mischief thereby to conscious Christians, and declared their in-
tention of relieving them, if the king would have permitted them, yet they endeavour-
ed to stop the execution of them, and desired a settlement of liberty of conscience as
is due to Christians,

In these regards, and the subversion of the whole government, since made necessity
and charity, many have the force of laws to inforce the stay of the execution of some
of those laws for conformity, until those matters may be settled in parliament.

. Wetherefore humbly pray your highnesses to procure, as a case of necessity, that none
+be disturbed until a legal parliament shall have resolved the case for the profession of
their faith in matters merely supernatural, or the outward expression of their worship,
s0 as both terminate only in'God, and neither wrong nor hurt any man on earth, in
body, goods, and good name, but their own souls only, if they be mistaken therein.

We now most humbly submit ourselves, and all herein contained, to your highnesses
wisdom, candour, and charity, and shall pray the justand great God to fill your noble
souls with perfect love and wisdom, and all the most resplendent virtues that are fit to
shine in the highest thrones and power that ever the sun beheld.

Sir, the character we have had of your worth makes us confident of your faithful-
ness to deliver the enclosed forthwith to,his Highness the Prince of Orange, or, in his
absence, to her Royal Highness the Princess. We could not trust it by the post, and
therefore have sent it by an express, which may, perhaps, make it longer in coming ;
the messenger’s only order is to deliver it to one of your segvants; and we confide in
your integrity, and remain,

Sir,
Youf most humble servants,
And whom you may hereafter know.

Murder will out ; or a clearsand full Discovery that the Earl of Essex did not murder
fumse{_f, but was murdered by oﬁers, both by undeniable Circumstances and positive
Proofs. 1689.

Artbur Capel, first Earl of Esex, the firm friend of Lord Russell, was deeply engaged in the
state intrigues wh}qh led to what was called the Rye-house Plot. In the beginning of July,
1683, he was committed*to the Tower, and for some time seemed to bear his confinement with
unconcern ; bat ‘at length he was observed to shew great depression of spirits, to which in-
deed he was constitutionally liable. In this temper he asked repeatedly for a penknife to pare
his nails, and at length called for a razor, which he observed would do ‘as well. Shortly after-
wards he was found by his valet de chambre in the closet of his apartment, with his throdt cut
f::ni ear to ear, in such a meanner as madedit probable that he must have thrown his head very

X,
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far back in order to accomplish his fatal purpose, for the jugulars and gullet were severed abpve
the aspera arteria. Notwithstanding this circumstance, strong suspicions of foul play were en-
tertuined, and the death of the Earl of Essex became a keen subject of political coguovemﬂr.

There were two remarkable circumstancés attending the time of the earl’s death: First, it 35'

ned on the very day of Lord Russell’s trial ; secondly, upon that day also the king and Duke
of York visited the ﬁwer in person, From these concurrences, various deductions were made,
according to the humour and political opinions of the writers upon this sad topic. Upon the
whole, they seem rather to favour the hypothesis of suicide; for, while the danger of Lord
Russell might be supposed to increase the gloom of a mind already agitated, the visit to
the Tower seems irreconcileable to prudence oa the part of the royal brothers, supposing the
carl to have been murdered by their connivance, .

After the Revolution, a committee of four peers were appointed to examine into this dark story;
but, after receiving a great deal of evidence, they found themselves unable to make ani; report
to the House, so tﬁat it may be fairly supposed that nothing was brought forward which made
a serious impression on their own minds. :

Burnet, who is uniformly as candid as his credulity will permit, seems, in the following passage, tc
incline to tlie opinion that Essex died by his own hand. ¢ I passed slightly over the suspicions
that were misar upon Lord Essex’s death when I mentioned that matter. This winter the bu-
siness was bmuﬁht to a trial. A boy and girl did report that they heard great crying in his
lodgings, and that they saw & bloody razor flung out at a window, which was taken up by a wo-
man that came out of the house where he was lodged. These children reported this confidently
that day when thei' went to their several homes: they were both about ten or twelve years old.
The boy went backward and forward in his story, sometimes affirming it, and at other limes de-
nying it: but his father had an office in the custom-house, so it was thmﬁt he prevailed with
him to deny it in open court. But the girl stood firmly to her story. e simplicity of the
children, together with the ill opinion that was generally had of the court, inclined many to
Delieve this. As soon as his lady heard of it, she ordered a strict enquiry to be made about it,
and sent what she found to me, to Whom she had trusted all the messages that had passed be-
tween her lord and her while he was in the Tower. When I perused al!, 1 thought there was
not a colour to found a prosecution on, which she would have done with all possible zeal, if she
had found any appearances of truth in the matter, Lord Essex had got into an odd set of some
strange principles; and, in particular, he thought a man was the master of his own life, und
seemed to approve of what his wife’s great grandfather, the Earl of Northumberland, did, who shot
himself in the Tower after he was arraigned. He bad also very black fits of the spleen. But
at that time one Braddon, whom I had knogn for some years for an honest, but enthusiastical
nan, hearing of these stories, resolved to carry the matter as far as it would go. And he had
picked up a great variety of little circumstances, all which laid together seemed to hint so con-
vincing, that he thought he was bound to I_|i|'(xuaec|,rtt-‘: the matter. I desired him to come no
more near mg¢ since he was so positive. He talked of the matter so publicly, that he was
taken up for spreading false news to alienate the hearts of the people from the king, He'was
tried upon it. Both the children owned that they had reported the matter as he had talked it,
the boy saying then that it was a lie. Braddon had desired the boy to set it all under his band,
thouﬁh with that he charged him to write nothing but the truth. This was called suborning,
and he was fined for it 2000/,”—BuENET, ad. ann. 1684.

I. TaaT he did not murder himself you have evinged,
1. From the improbabilities that he should do it.
2. From the impossibilities that he could so do it

I1. That he was murdered by others you have made good,
1. By undeniable circumstances. '
2. By positive proofs offered.

I, That the Earl of Essex did not murder himeself, as the i decla
(1.) From the improbabilities that he shou}d so do"' inquest res, appears,
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. Because of that excellent, sedate, and well-composed natural temper he was well
kn()wn to be of, and free from such melancholy and frensical fits which might incline
and expose him to such a mischief, whatever maliciously and falsely had been said to
the contrary. *

2. Becalge of that grace and fear of God he was so eminently endowed with, which
would secure him from such inipiety.

3. Beoause of that abhorrency by principle which he was well known to have of
such unnatural practices (whereof he could not speak without great emotion of spirit)
whatever, the better to colour the murder, and fix it upon him, had been most villain-
ously reported, and spread abroad to the contral}y. _

4. Because of the careful provision he made for his own preservation after he came
into the Tower, fearing the worst. _ _ .

(1.) By sending for his own silver vessel to dréss his meat in by his own people.

. (2.) By that store of all sorts of wine he had ordered to be laid in for hisown drink-
.ing.
g(,3.) By the direction be had given to his servant to take notes of my Lord Russell’s
trial, that very day, for his own use, all ample indications he deslgned.self-presen'alion,
not self-destruction.

5. Because as his conscience was clear from any treasonable guilt, (whatever to the
contrary has been most wickedly suggested) so was he free from either legal witnesses
or conviction, there being no bill of indictment found against him, as against others,
the day before, which might sufficiently secure him fromn needless fears, or any such
desperate course ; though, had his zeal and affection to his king, country, and religion,
(whom he might apprehend to have beey in danger) transported him to any irregula-
rity, his father's, as well as his own extraordinary merits from the crown, might well
Le supposed (from so grateful and compassionate a prince) would plead his pardon, and
free him from such desperation. .

6. Because of that entire love and friendship he bore to his most dear friend, the
Lord Russell, which both in honour and conscience would forbid and deter from such
an action, which must so necessarily tend to the certain ruin and destruction of his best
friend, and which fell out accordingly, from the sinister construction they made thereof.

7. Because of the previous notice given thereof in divers places, which, to be sure,
he would never have done, had he designed any such thing. .

(2.) From the impossibilities that he could so do as the inquest declares.

1. Because it was impossible that he at one cut (as the verdict saith) could cut four
inches in depth, and eight in length, because none can manage his hand'to guide a ra-
zor so to do at once, viz. from the left side of the neck-bone to the right. '

2. Because it is impossible that with that Frengh razor, which was but four inches
and a half long, and without a tongue, (necessitating to take two inches and aa half at
least in his hand) that he cquld, with two inches of such an instrument, cut four or
five inches in depth, and eight of'nine in length.

8. Because it is impossible in phture that when he had cut the left jugular and wind-
pipe to thg neck-bone, which let.out somuch of the bigod and vitals, that he could have
either life or strengthXo proceed to cut the other also, as all skilful surgeons and ana-
tomists can demonstrate.

4. Because it was utterly impossible that after he had locked himself into the closet,
he conld so cut his throat as it was, and then open the closet-door and fling the bloudy
razor out of the chamberwindow, at such a distance from the closet, aad then get the
razor up again; and keep it in his hand (as some) or fling it by him, (as others) and all
this after he was dead, -for he instantly died, saith the inquest, and none but himselt
in the room, say their witnesses, therefore it was impossible he could with that razor



