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KING WILLIAM III. 

CLASS SECOND. 

HISTORICAL TRACTS. 

An Ortkr of the Lora. Spiritual and Temporal., assembkd at Westminster, in t11e 1101/" 
'If L ora., December 22, 1688. 

Lord Archbishop of York 
Duke of Norfolk 
Duke of Somerset 
Duke of G cafton 
IThke of 0 rmond 
Duke of Deau fort 
Manluess of Hallifax 
Earl of Oxford 
Earl of SIJrelVsbury 
Earl of Kent 
Earl of Bedford 
Earl of Pembroke 
Earl of Dorset 
Earl of Northampton 
Earl of Devonshire. 
Earl of Bolingbrook.' 

:PRESENT, 

Earl of Manchester 
. Earl of Malgrave 
Earl of Rivers 
Ead IA'Stamford 
Ea:rI of W"iuchelsea 
Earl of Than~t 
Earl of Scarsdale 
Earl 'of Clarendon 
Earl of Cravell 
}':arl of Burlington 
Earl <\f Sussex 
Earl of Macclesfield 
Earl of Radnor 
Earl of Yarmouth 
Earl of Berkeley 
Earl of Nottingbam 

Earl of Roches~r 
Earl of Ahington 
Lord ViSCOUllt Fa.uconbero
Lord Viscount Mordalu1t I:'> 

Lord Viscount Newport 
Lord Viscount \Vey:uouth 
Lord Viscount Hatton 
Lord Bishol) of Londoll 
Lord Bishop of lJuresme 
Lord Bi:.hop of \Vinchester 
Lord lli, ilop of St Asaph 
Lord Bi,ilop of Ely 
Lord Ilishol' of Hochester 
Lord Dela\varr 
Lord Grey.of Ruthen 
Lord Eure 
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Lord Wharton 
Lord Paget 
l.ord North and Grey 
Lord Challdos 
Lord l\Iont(t~ llt: 
Lord (hey ol Warke 
Lord Maynard 

Lord Howard of Escrick 
Lord Je-rl1lyn 
Lord Vaughan Carbery 
Lord C.lpeper 
Lord Lucas 
Lord Delamere 
Lorct Crew 

l.-lHt! Lumley 
L,r.! Car1eret 
Llul O" .. III.,, 'oqe 
L~ I (I (;odolphin 
Lord Churchill 

Till iOHb spiritual and temporal assembled in this extraordiutuy conjuncture, con:,i .. 
dc-ring thtt great mischiefs that have happened nnto. and do still threat~u this king .. 
dOl1l, by the evil designs and practices of the paplsl:s, in great nlllllhe:rs resorting' uuto 
and abiding III the city of London. and places aJjaccllt to the :'1010 city, for thl' better 
preservation of the peace anti common safety, ha\'e thought fit, and ('10 onkr and re .. 
'tum:, that all papists and reputed papists do, and shall, within five days after the date 
hen'of, d('part from the said city unto their respective habitation:" from winch they 
art' not to ft:n\ove above five miles distance. 

EXl:ept such as now are in the actual service of the queen clowager, and t::xcept all 
aml;as~adors, and foreign ministers, with their domesti(~ k ~crva.nl~, being fureigners; 

,and all uther loreigners, being- merchants or factors, or who are comt' into, or do reside 
in tillS kmg-nom upon the account of trade only. EXCl>pt ;llso all such persons a~ ha,"c 
hc-t' ll h"lI~ehaldcrs. or have exercised any trade within the sai,1 city of' London, or with
in tell miles of tht, !laml', by the space of three years last past, (other than ~u{'h as do 
sell arms,) 50 as sllch householders shall, within eight days frolll the dale hereot: leave 
an 3C('Ount. in wJiting with the lord mayor, the recoJoer, or som(~ alderman, In' illcr a 
justice ()f peace within the said city, or other justice of peact, of their respective llan~~s, 
and place!! of their habitations • 
• Except also all !!~lch popish officcr~ as shall, within six days from the cl.1te hereof, 

gi V(' good and suffit.:JCnt bal I before th,lord mayor, the recorder, or some alderman, being 
a ju~tic(' of peace wilhin the said city, for their appearance in the court of King's Bendl, 
the first <lay of the next term, to Inswer such Ihulg'S as shall be there o~iect('cI to them. 
and, in rlle mean time, fOr the k~t'ping of tilt: peace. Anct it is hereby ordered. that. 
sudl popish oniccrs as ~hall not Within the saifl eight clays give such ball as afore:!laid, 
~h311 Le committed into custody. and he cietalDcd und kept ill some jHLuhc inns, hy the 
trained bands or Qlilitra of tIle 5ai(1 city or countit.:s adjacent respectively, until further 
order. • 

Signed by their lorclships order, 
FatAN C IS GWYN. 

Vic, the lords·spiritual and temparal assembled in this extraordinary conjuncture, do 
appo~nt Francis Gwy"n. EsqUire, tor us, and in our names. to Sil'l'll and suhscnbe ~uch 
orders a~ slmll be flOm time to time by us made: . Dated at th~ House of Lords ill 

'\'('~tlllinstt:r, the 2!d day of December, 168.8. ' 

Tho. Ebor 
:t\ orfc,lk 
Somerset 
Glalton 
Ormond 
Beaufort 
Northumberland 
J-Jallifax 
Oxtord 
Kent 

Bedford 
Pembrooke 
l)orset 
Devonshire 
Bolillgurooke 
Manchester 
Hi,'ers 
Stamford 
'J'hallet 
Scarsdale 

Clarendon 
Burlington 
SUSJ;;CX 

Macclcsfitld 
Radnor 
IJerkeley 
Notting-ham 
Hoche.ter 
Faucollherg , 
1I1ordaunt 

• Newport 
. Weymouth 
Hatton 
W. Asaph 
Fran. Ely 
La-warr 
R. Eu!'" 
P .• Wharton 
l'aget 
.North and G rev 



Chandos 
MQnta~ue 
Grey 
Maynard 

Histo1'ical Tracts. 

T. Jermyn 
Vaughan Carbery 
Tho. Culpeper 

Lucas 
• Delamere 
Crew 

Lumley 
Carteret 
Ossulstone 

5 

The Speech qfSir George Tl'eb,Y, Kt ., Recorder of the Honourable Cil,Y qf Londol/, 10 

hi~· [fig/mess the Prince rif Orange, December lite 2011t, 168S. 

Sir Geor<YC' Treby, (l eclebrat.cd lawyer, and one of the council for the se\'en Lishops, was, a t Lt.i. 
::> mom en tOllS period, recorder of London. 

1\hy it plC'ase your Highness, 
TI-n; lord mayor heing disahled by sic~ness, your highness is attended by the alder~ 

men and (;ommolls of tilt: capital ellY of this kingdom, deputed to congratulate your 
highness upon this gl'eat and glOriOUS occasion. 

'In whidl. labouring for words, we cannot but come'short in expression. 
Reviewing our late dangel', we remember our church and state oyel'~run by popery 

and arbitrary power, and brought to the point df destruction by the conduct of men 
(that were our true invaders) that brake the sacred flollces of our laws, and (which was 
worst.) the very constitutioll of our legislature .• 

So that there was no ~Ihedy left but the last. 
The only person under heaven that could apply this remedy was your highness. 
You are of a nation, whose alliance, 111 all times, has been agt\:eable and prosperous 

• • wus •• 
tou 'Ire of a family most illustrious, bt:l1efactors to mankinu. To have the title of 

sovereign prince, stadtholdtr, and to have worn the imperial crown, ar~ among their 
lesstr Jignities. They have long enjo.)1ed a dignity singular ann transcendent, viz, to 
oe champions of Almighty God, sent forth in scver;\J ages to vindicate .his causeagaill:,t 
the greatest oppressions. . 
.... To this divine commission our nobles, our gentry, and among them our brave EII;
lish soldiers, rendered tbem.selves and their arms upon you~ appearing. 

Great Sir, 
'Vhen we look back-.to this last month, and cOlltcOJplate the swirtness and fulness of 

our pr('~ent deliverance, astonished, we think it miraculous. 
Your highness. led ~Y the hand ?f Heaven, and called by the voice of the people, has 

Jlft'serv(-d our dearest mterests: 
The protestan~ religion .. which is primitive Christianity restored. 
Our ~aws •. whtch arc our ancient title to our lives, liberties, and estates; and with· 

out which tlns world were a wilderness. 
But wh~t retr:bution-ca.n we make to. your highness? 
Our though.s are full cbarged with gratitude. 

]0 
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Your highness has a lasting monument in the hearts, in the prayers, in the praises of 
all good men amongst us. And late posterity will celebrate your ever· glorious name 
till time shall be no mOl e. 

CHAPMAN, Mayor. 

Cur' special' tent' die Jovis xx. die Decembr' 1688. Annoq. Ft. R. 
Jacobi Secundi Angl' &c. quarto. 

This COJlrt doth desire Mr Recorder to prinl his speech this day made to the PriD'te 
of Orange at the time of this court's attending his highness with the deputi.es of the 
several wa~d8, and other members of the common (..'Ouncil. 

WAG87AFFE. 

A true List if the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, summoned by the Letter qf his 
lJighlle$s tile Prince if Orange, to meet at 1Yestminster. the 22d ol January, J68~9, 
as they have heell retunlcd to tlte OjJice rj' tIle Clerk rif th~ Cr()Wn in Cliancery. 

l18tbfor~!iirt, 4. 
1'H£ Hon. Edward Russel, Esq. 
William Duncombe, Esq. 

TO,"11 of Be4flrd. 
Thomas Cilristie, Esq. 
Thomas Hillersdoll, Esq . • . 

:lBtrk" 9. 
The Hon. Montague !Iertie, Lord Norris. 
Sir Henry Winchl:ol1lbe, Baft. 

Boroug It 'If New·Wi",},or. 
Henry Powle, Esq. 
Sir Christopher \V ren, Knt. 

Borough 'if Reading. 
Sir \\7i1liam Ridi, Bart. 
Sir Henry Fune, Knight of the Dath. 

Borough rif II7(I/lill(l' ford. 
Thomas Tjpping, Esq. '=! } 
JOhll Vormer, Esq. 
Thumas Tipping, Esq. } 
Wilham J enneDs. Esq. 

B()ruugi' of Abington. 
Thomas Medlycott, F .• sq. 

l18uck., 14. 
The Han. Thomas Wqarton, Esq. 
Sir Thomas Lee, Dart. 

Town 'if Buckinghllm. 
Sir Richard Temple, Knight of the Batb, 

and Bart. 
Sir Ralph Verney, Bart. 

Borough. qfChipping-Wicomb. 
Thomas Lewes, Esq , 
William Jel'hson, Esq . 

Boroug It oj A!llesbury. 
Thomas Lee, E'g. 
Richard ,!leake, ES9' 

&rouglt '1 Agmondesham. 
Sir William Drake, Knl 
EdplOnd Waller, Esq. 

Boroug" 'if !Yendover. 
Richarcl Hampden, Esq. 
John Hampden, Esq. 

BorougJA l!/ Great MarloflJ. 
'Anthony Viscount Falkland. 
Sir J obn Dorlase, Bart. 

, 

CambrilJlP', 6. 
Sir Levinus Bennet, Dart. 
Sir Rollert Cotton, Knt. 

Univirsit!J' of Camln·jdge. 
Sir Robert Sawyer, l\:nt. 
Isaac Newton, Master of Arts. 
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. TOll1n 0/ Cambridge. 
Sir<Thoma. Chichl.y, Knt. 
John Cotton, Esq. 

• c:1it_m:, 4. 
Sir Robert Cotton. Xnt. and Diut. 
John Malnwaiifig, Esq. 
. • City of Cbester. 

Roger Whitlcy. Esq. 
George Mainw31'ing, Alderman. 

C:ornlIIall, 44. 
Sir John Carew, 8art. 
Hugh Boscawen, Esq. 

• Borough (if Danlti'Oid, alias Launceston. 
William Harbord, Esq. 
Edward Russell, Esq. 

Borough 0/ Leskard. 
Sir Bourchier W rey, Bart., and Knight of 

the Bath. 
John Buller, F.sq. 

llm'ough of Lestwilkiel, 
The Hon. Francis Robarts, Esq. 
Walter Kenriall, Esq. 

Borough qf Truro. 
Sir Henry Ashurst, Knt. } 
Henry V incent, Esq. 
. John Tredenhalll, Raq. } 
John Manly, jun. Esq. 

Borough qf Bodmin. 
Sir John Cutler, Knight.add Bart. 
Nicholas Glynn, Esq. 

Borough'f!l Ht4ton. 
Sir John St Aubyn, Bart. 
Charles Oodolphin, Esq. 

Borough qf Sallash. 
The Hon. Bernard Grenvile, Esq. 
John Wadon, Esq. 

Borough ifCameijord. 
Ambrose Manaton~ Esq. 
Hellry ?vlanaton, Esq. . 
Borough 0/ Pori· Higham, alias IVeslow. 

Peircy Kirk., E;q. . 
James Kenda', Esq. 

Borough ilfGrampound. 
Edward Herle. Raq. 
John Tanner, Esq. . . 

Borough of EoUIow. 
Charles Trelawney, fsq. 
Henry Trelawney, ~9' 

Borough dt Pmryn. 
Anthony Rowe, Esq. 

Alexander Peoolarves, Esq. 
Borough q/ 7>-egony. 

Charles Boscawen, Esq. 
Hugh' Fortescue, Esq. 

Borough Qf Bossiney. 
Sir Peter Colleton, Bart. 
Humphry Nicoll, Esq. 

Borougil 0/ St Ioes. 
James Praed, Esq. 
Walter Vincent, Boq. 

Borough 0/ PUWO!!. 
Jon .. than Rashleigh, E.q. 
Shadrach Vincent, Esq. 

Borougil of St Germains. 
Sir Walter Moyle. Knt . 
Daniel ElyQtt, Esq. 

Borough qf St Michael. 
Charles, Lord Viscount Faoshaw. 
Francis Vivian, Esq. 

Borougl. Q/ Newport. 
Sir William Morrice, Bart. 
John Speccott, Esq. 

Boro'l1gh 0/ St Maw ... 
Sir JoseRh Tredenham, Knt. 
Henry Seymour, Esq. 

'i1ol'ouglt Qj'Keliingtoth 
Sir John Cory ton. Bart. 
Jonalhan Prideaux, Esq . 

£Ullllltrlanb. 6. 
S;r George Fletcher, Bart. 
Sir John Lowther, of Whitehaven, Bart. 

. Cil!! '!ICarlisl • 
Sir Ch,i.tophh Musgrave, Knt. and Bal'l. 
Jeremiah Bubb, Esq. 

B01'Ollglt cif CockeNMJutft. 
Sir Henry Capell, KoL 
Henry. Fletcher, Esq. . 

liDmp.4. 
Sir John Gen, Bart. 
Sir Gilbert Clarke. Knt. 

Tuwn of Dtrby. 
The Hon. ""nchitell Gray, Esq. 
John CQke,. Boq. 

lD.bOl1l!iit •• ~6. 
Francis Courtnay) Esq. 
Samuel Rolle, Esq. 

Cil!! qf' Ezeter. 
Sir Edward Seymollr, J1art. 
Henry Pollexfen. Esq. 
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Borough ifTo/ne$l. 
Sir"John Fo",ell, Bart. 
Ra",lin Mallack, E' q. 

Borough oj" Plymouth. 
Sir John Maynard, Serj. at Law. 
Arthur Herbert, Esq. 

Boroug" ifOakhampton. 
William Cary. Esq. 
Henry Nortleigh, Esq. 

Borough '!f Barnstapie. 
Sir Arthur Chichester, Bart. 
Richard Lee of Winslade. Esq. 

B",'oug" '1/ PI!lmpton. 
Sir Georl(e Troby. Knt. 
.lohn l)ollexfcn, Merchant. 

Borouglt of HUl1itOtl. 
Richard Courtenay of" Colly ton, Esq. 
Edmond Walrond of Bovey, Esq. 

BOTlJugll Q[ Ta"Oislock. 
The lIon. Robert Russel, Esq. 
Sir Francis Drake, Bart. 

Borougll of A shbllrloll. 
Sir Walter Yonge. Bart. 
Thomas Hernell, Esq. , 

Borougll 0/' Cli/ioll, Dartmouih, and 
Hm·dJlc~·s. 

Charles Boon, Esq. 
William Hay ne, Merchant. 

Borough Q[ Beeralstoll .• 
Sir J ohn Maynard, Knt . .s .. jeant at La",. 
J ohn Elwel. Esq. 

Borough of Tiverton. 
Samuel Foote. Esq. • 
'Villiam Colman,'Esq. 

Uloe'it,jjin, 20. 
Thomas Strangwayes, E.q. 
Thoma. Freke, E.q . 

Town I!f Pool. 
Sir Nathaniel Napier, Bart. } 
lI<nry Trenchard. Esq. 
Thomas Chaffin. Esq. } 
lIenry Trenchard, Esq. • 

Boroug" oj" Dorcher/er .• 
Gerard Napier, Esq. 
Thomas Tn:nchard, Esq. 

Borough of Lyme-Regis. 
John Pole, ESfj_ 
.J ohn Burridge. Esq. 

Borough, of IITeYnlout". 
Michael Harvey, tsq. 
lIenry Henning, E"l' 

Borough if Mch:olm-Regis. 
Sir John Morton, Bart. 
Sir Robert Napier, Knt. and Bart. 

Borough 'If Bridport. 
Richard Brodrep, Esq. 
John MaD"l' 8eD. Esq. 

Borough '!/ SI",[tOIl, alia: Shqfcesbury. 
Sir Matthew Andrews, Knt. 
Edward Nichola., Esq. 

Borough '!f Wareho",. 
Thorn,,! Erle, Esq. 
George Ryve., Escl. 

Borough ,!fGoif·Gas/i<. 
Richard Fownes, Esq~ 
William Okeden, E.q . 

li>urjjam, 4. 
William Lampton, Esq_ 
Robert Ilyerley, Esq. 

Cily oj" Durham. 
George Morland. Esq. 
Henry Lyddel, Esq. 

~"r1, 8. 
Henry Mildnray, Esq. 
J aim \'" ro th, Esq. 

B orough of Coh:huter. 
Samuel Reynold., Esq. 
Isaac Rebow, Eij. 

Borough of Malden . 
Sir Thoma. Darcy, Bart. 
Charles Montague, Esq. 

Borough 'If·Harwich. 
Sir Thomas Middleton, Knt. 
John Eldred, Esq. 

, O!!lloUU#tufjjtrr, B. 
Sir J olin GU)' s~, Bart. 
Sir Ralph Dutton, Bart. 

. . Cit!} '!fGlouceater. 
Sir Duncombr Colechester, Knt. 

'William Cooke, Esq. 
. Borough of Gire.us/er. 

Thuma! Master, &q. 
Joltn How, .Esq. 

Borough II! Tw~· .. bur!l_ 
Richard DowdesweJl, Esq. 
Sir Francis Ru!Se~, Bart . 

~forb_bU:e, s. 
Sir John Morgan .. B.rt. 
Sir Edward H.arley, Knight of tbe Batb. , -
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City <if HerUUrd• 
Sir William Gregory, Se~jeant at Law. 
Paul FDIc\'. Esq. 

Borough 'If Lempster. 
1'loo01a, Conyngesby, E'q. 
John Dutton Col\, Esq. 

B~rough of Wcobly. 
John Dirch, Esq. 
"] ames Morgan, Esq. 

~a:tforbSDfn, 6. 
Sir Thomas Pope Blount, !lart. 
Sir-Charles Cesar, Knt. 

Borough 'If St A ICans. 
Sir Samuel Grimston, Bart. 
George Churchill, Esq. 

. Borougn 'If Herlford. 
Sir William Cowper, Bart. 
Sir Thomas Byde, Knt. 

!i1unting_fJite, 4. 
Tbe Hon. Robert Mountague, Es(I· 
Sir Rol>ert Uernard, Bart. 

Borough if' Hantingtoll. 
The lion. Sidney Wortley, alias Mounta

gue, Esq. 
John Bigg, Esq. 

limt, 10. 
The Hon. Sir Yere F.llf, Knight of the 

Bath. • 
Sir John Knatc~bull, nart. 

City,ICalllerburv· 
Str William HOllywood, Bart. 
HenrY" Lee, Esq .. 

City '{/. iIod,"i./'. 
Sir John Bancks, nart. 
Sir ltoger Twisden. Bart. 

Borough 'If Maidstmo,. 
·Sir Thomas Ta~, B~rt. 
Caleb Baneks, . 

&rough '1'QueenlxJro''-g''
.r arne. J-h:rber~ Esq .• 
Hobert Crawford, Esq. 

I._.fj/cr, 14. 
Ch"'e. Lord Brandoq Gerrard. 
Sir Charle. Haughton, Bort. 

;soro~ tf uneasier. 

-.:~a~ 
V~CI B 

Bo1'ough qf PrutOf', ill AmoumJe1'ucss. 
The lion. James Stanley, Esq. 
Th9mas PatteD, Eoq. 

Borough 'If Newtoll. 
Sir John Chicblcy. Knt. 
Francis Cholmondeley, Esq. 

Boroul..Vf Wigal/. 
Sir Edward CljjsQall, Knt. 
William Bankes~ Esq. 

BorougTfiil{Clithero<. 
Christopher Wilkin.on, Esq. 
Anthony Parker, Esq. 

Borough· 'fl' Li~erpool. 
The Hon. Richard Lord Coleche,ter. 
Thomas Norris of Speake, Esq. 

J.dUfttt,4. 
llcnnet Lord Sherrard. 
Sir Thom .. Halford. Bart. 

Borough 'If Lei,«lter. 
Thomas Babington, E,'1. 
Lawrence Carter, Esq. 

l.incoln, 12. 
The Ri8ht Hon. George Lord Viscount 

,Castleton. 
Si~ Thomas Hussey, Barl. 

Cil!! Q/' Lincoln. 
Sir H~nry Monsoll, Bart. 
Sir Christopher Nevile, Knt.· 

• Borough ~/ Bostoll. 
The Hpn. ftobert Lord Willoughby of 

Ersby. • • 
Sir William Yorke, Knl 

Borough <if Great Qrim8"Y. 
Sir Thomas Barnardilton, &rt. 
Sir Edwan! Ayscogh, Knt. 

• 1'uwn q{ StamJord. 
Charles Bertie, Esq. 
William Hyde, Esq. 

Borollgh 'If Grantham. 
Sir John Brownlowe, Bart. 
Sir willi a", Ellis, Bart • 

.....,',..,.8. 
Sir Charles Gerrard, Bart. 
Ralph Hawtrey, Eeq. 

City 0/ Wetlminst,,·. 
Sir William Poultney, Knt. 
The Hon. Philip llolhrd, Esq. 
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Londoll. 
Sir Patience '\'ard, Knt . 
Sir Robert Clayton, Knt. 
" 'illiitm LC)\'f, ES'l. 
Thomas Pilk iilgton, Esq. 

•• lImout)!, S. 
C!Jar:es .:\Jarcpl!S ot \V o.rc~ster. 
Sir Trc\'or \'Vdliams. Kn!. 

Borough oj ~on71loulh. 
John Arnold, Esq. 

jflOttolk, 12. 
S:r Will iam Cooke, Bart. 
Sir Henry Hnhart, Knt. and DJI t. 

Gily of Norwich. 
Sir Nevil Callyn, Knt. 
Thoma, B1ofeild, Esq. 

Tou'" ~ L!I,,~&gi;," 
Sir John Turner, Knt. 
Sigismund Trafford, Esq. 

Towll qfGreat Yarmouth. 
George England, Esq. 
S.lmuel 1'ull.I". Esq. 

Buroug h I![ Thetford. 
'Vill iam Harbord, I~sq. 
Sir Hen ry Hobart, Knt. and Bart. 

Borough uf Call/erisitlg. 
The lion. Sir Hobert Howard. Knt. 
Hobert Walpole, E,'1' 

jflortbompton, 9. 
Eflward :Mon taguo, Esq. 
Edward lIarhy, Esq. 

Cil!} oj' Peterbo,·oug". 
Charles Fitz· l\!illiam" Esq. 
C;ilbert Dolbcn, £ ''1. 

T OW1l qf Nu,.,hamplofl. 
Sir Justinian Isham, nart. 
Sir \Villiam I,angham, Kilt. 

TOWlJ '!f Brtlchlty. 
The H OIl. Richard Lord WenmaB. 
John Parh-hurst, }:.iCI' . 

B01"Ougk l.>/' Highom Fer-rerJ. 
Sir Rice Rudd, Bart. 

jf.lOrtDumfltrlanll, 8. 
W'illiam F(Jrster, Esq. 
Philip Hickerotan; E.q. 

row" of NetlicfUfle Upoll T!!"c. 
Sir William Blacket, !lart. 
Sir Ralph Carr, Knt. 

Boroug" if Mor!>'t" . 
Tho Hon. Cilarie' Lord Morpetb. 
n oger Fenwick, Esq. 

TO'tlm if Bel'u'ick upon T'tt'eed, 
Francis Blake, E3q. 
Philip Babington, Esq . 

.!fl4tringljam, 8. 
.lohn Lord Houghton. 
Sir Scroop How, Knt. 

1Vtl'n of Nottingham. 
The Hon. Francis Pierpoint, Esq. 
Edward Biglanu, Serjeant at Law. 

Boriiulfh Q[ Enstretford. 
Tbe Hon. Ev.hn Peirpoint, Esq. 
John Thornagh, Esq. 

l awlI qf N~t'Qrl: upon Trent. 
The Right Ilon. William Lord Eland. 
The 110 11 . Nicholas Sanderson, Esq. 

Jl)JOU, 9. 
Sir Robert Jenkinson, Bart. 
Sir John Cope, Bart. 

, University f!fO.J'OIi. 
The Hon. Helle'ge Finch, Esq. 
Sir Thomas Clargis, Knt. 

Cit!! 'If Orono 
The Hon. Henry Bertie, Esq. 
Sir Edward Norreys, Knt. 

Borough V' New·lt'oodstcck. 
Sir J Oh11 Doyley, Bart. 
Sir Thomas Littleton, Botrt. 

Boroug" Q[ Banbu,y. 
Sir Robelt Dashwood, Knt. and !lart. 

• 
/RntianD, 2: 

Sir ,hom as Mackworlh, liart. 
Bennet Sherard, Esq. 

.alop, l~. 
The lIon. Richar'! Newport, Esq. 
Edward Kyna.ton of Ollly, E.q. 

.. To"", pf Salop. . 
The H OIl. Audrew N cwporl, Esq. 
Sir Francis Edward., Bart, 

Borou¥h of Brugu, alias BridU'tllorlk 
Sir Wilham WhitD)ore, Bart. 0 

Sir Edward ActOn, Bart. 

~trLUdlor. Francis Herbert, . 
Cllarle. Baiqio! . 
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Borough if Wei/lock. 
George Weld, Esq. 
\VjJliam Forester, Esq. 

TOOJ1I if Bishop's Ca,!I,. 
lwchard More, Esq. 
Walur W,reing;Esq. 

Ctetmtlltt, J 8. 
Georg~ Horner, Esq. 
Edwa.,d Gorges, Esq. 

Cit!! qf Bris/ol. 
Sip Richard Hart, Knt. 
Sir John Knight, Knt. . 

City if Bath. 
Maurice Vise Fitz Harding. 
Sir William Basset, Kut. 

City if Wel/s. 
Edward Berkley, Esq. 
Thomas Wyndham, Esq. 

Borough 'If Taunton. 
Sir William Purtman, Knt. of the Bath, 

and Dart. 
John Sandford, Esq. 

Borough 'If BridgwalCl\ 
Sir Francis Warr, nart. 
Henry Bull, Esq. 

Bor(jugh f!llllinhead. 
Francii Littcrel, Esq. 
Nathaniel llalmer, E'iq. 

Borough 'ifl(chester. 
Sir Edward WYlldhani. Bart. 
William Helya."jon. Esq. 

Borough if Milbm·II·/,ort. 
John HUllt, Esq. 
Thon'as Saunders, Esq. 

_outl'lamptou, 26. 
The Itt. Hon. Charles Earl of Wiltshire. 
The Hon. William lRrd Powlelt. 

CilY f!f Winchest;'r. 
The Hon. William Lord' Powlelt. 
~·r'Dci. Morl.y, Esq. . 

• Too'n f!f ltoutha"'!!.'o7l. 
Sir Benjamin N ewl1l1.d, K'Iif. 
Richard Bret, Esq. 

TOtIJa if Porl",,,mtl,. 
Richard Norton, E'II. . . 
Henry Slingoby, Eoq. 

Borvu€. 'VITam/Oil! I,. 
Sir Robert Hulmes, J,<D(. 
Fitton "errard, Esq. . 

/Jorough qf Petersfield. 
ltichard Norton, E.,I. 1 ' 
Tlipma.5 liilson, ~ j 
Thomas Dilsoll, ls~. } 
Robert Michel, Esq. 

Borough Ig'Newpo,'I, alia. Medona. 
Sir ltohert Dillington, Bart. 
Sir William Stephens, Knt. 

Boroul! It' 'pf SlockbrMgc. 
Oliver 5t John, Esq. 
/tichard Whitehead, Esq. 

• Borouell '!fNewIOllIl. 
The HI. lIon. Hich.rd Earl of Ranelagh. 
Thomas Done, ES'-J: 

Borough of Christ Church. 
Francis Gwyn, Esq. 
William Ettrick. Esq. 

Borollgll 'if IYhitcl,urch. 
Henry Wallop, Esq. 
The Honourable James Russel, Esq. 

Borough qf Limmington. 
Richard Holt. Esq. 
John Ilurrard, Esq. 

~ 
Borough 'if Anduvcr. 

Franci owlet of Amport, Ellll_ 
John Po len of Aodover, E"l' 

.tafforllfliirr, 10. 
The Flon. John Gray, Esq. 
'Sir Waltef Ilaggot, Bart. 

o City 'If Lichfidd. 
Sir Mi.chael Did«olph, Dart. 
Robe. t BUillelt, Esq. 

• Borwell 'if SJiford. 
Philil' Foley. Esq. 
John Chetwind, Esq. 

Borough fll Neu.:costle tmdtl' Lillt. 
'VitJiam Leveson Gower, 1::S'I' 
John Lawton, Esq. 

Borough 0/ Tm/l'lvorlh. 
The Hon. Henry Sidney, Esq. 
Sir Henrv Gough, Knt. 

~u£r.I&, t 6. 
Sir Joho Cordel, lIart. 
Sir John Rous, Bart. 

1Jm-<,ug h of Ipswich: 
Sir John Barker. Ilart. 
PeytoD Venlri" Esq. 

Boror1gh ~ Duwwich: 
The Hoo. Roger Norlh. Esq. 1 
Sir Thomas Allen, nut. ( 
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~ir Philip Skippon, Ku4.. ~ 
Sir Robert Rich, KDt. JIIld Bart. j 

Borout.t.J)rford. 
SirJ obn Duke, I. 
TIlOmas Glemham, Esq. 

BOTO"Kh qf Albol·lJlJgli. 
Sir Henry Johnson, Kilt. 
William Johnson, Es'J' 

R"ro/(J(h .~' 9Mbury. 
Sir Johll Poley, Knt. ' 
PhiIip Gurdon, Esq. 

Alrough if Eye. 
Thoma. Knyvel, Esq. 
Henry Pool" Esq. 

BoeO<lgh Q[ St. Edmonds"my. 
Sir Robert Davers, Bart. 
Sir Thomas Hern'Y, Kn t. 

~nT/1, 14. 
Sir Richard Onslow, Bart. 
George Evelyn, Eaq. 

Bf1'I'""gh 'If SoothUJark. 
Sir Peter Rich, Knt. 
John Aruold, Esq. 

Borough if Bkcllingly. 
Thomas Howard, Esq. 
John Glyd, Esq. 

Borough if Ryegate. 
Roger James, Esq. 
Sir John Paraon" Kol. 

Borough qfGuilford. 
Foot Onslow, Merchant. 
Jo n Weston, Esq . . 

Borou:h 'l/o.tlon. 
Sir J obn Thompson, Bart. 
Thomas Turgis,' Escl' 

Borough qf Hal/emert . 
White Tichboroe, Esq. 
Denzil Onslow, Esq. 

_III"" to. 
Sir JOI1O Pelham, Bart. 
Sir William Thomas, Bar!. 

City ef ClticJrater 
Thoma. Miller, Esq. 
Thomas May, Esq. 

Borough 'If Ilor,/",m. 
Anthony Everfield, E.q. 
.Joho Machell, Esq. 

. Boroug" '!fitMi6h.r.t. 
Sir William Morley, Knt. of the Bath. 
John Lewtener, Eaq, ' 

Boro,,!,', qf Lewes, 
THomas Pelham, Esq. 
Richard Bridger, Es". 

Borough qf Shoreham. 
Sir Edward Hungerford, Knt. of the !la\lI 
John l\Ionke, Esq. 

B orough 'If Bramb:r. 
John Alford, Esq. , 
Charles Goring, jun. Esq. 

. Rorough Q[ St'!lni.g. 
Sir John Fagge, Bart. . 
Sir John Morton, Kut. 

Borough qf Eall-Grinsted, 
Sir Thomas Dyke, Ilart. 
Thomas SackviIe, Eaq. 

Borough 'If drulldel. 
William Morley, Esq. 
William Garway, Esq. 

lIIII!at!IIleilli1rt, 6. 
Sir Richard Newdigate, Bart. 
Sir Richard V .. ney, Kot. 

. City of C..,.ntry. 
Sir Roger Cave, Bart. 
John Stratford, Esq. 

Borough 'If Warfllick. 
William Lord Digb.r' 
William Col more, Esq. 

, lIIIIe1Jtmomant, 4_ 
'Sir John Lowther ~ 'Lowther, Dart. 
Henry Wharton, E.q. 

Borough 'If Apulb!l. 
Philip Musgrave, Esq. 
Richard Lowther, Eaq. 

, lIIlJlle1Jl!d, S4. 
The Rt. HOD. Edward Vis. Combury. 
Si r Thomas Mompeuon, KDt. 

, Cily if N..,.,..Sarum. 
Thoma. IIobby, Esq. 
Giles Eyre, Esq. 

'Borough qfWiitOIl. 
C'bomas Penl'llddock, 'Esq. 
Thoma. W yndbam, Esq. 

Borough qj'Darvnton. 
Sir Charles Rawleil!,h, Knt. 
Maurice Ilocland, .tAq • 

Borot.gh of Hindon • 
Robert Hyde, Esq. 
John' Milner, l!Iq. 



Boroug" ~flfl' .. tbUl:y. 
Richard Lewis, Esq. . 
The HOD . reregrine Bertie the elder, Esq. 

Boro11gh 'If Heyre8bury. 
William A.h, Esq. 
William Sacheverell, Esq. 

• Borough 'If Callie. 
Henry Chivers, Esq .. 
Lionel Ducket, Esq. 

Bo,'ough qf Devizrs. 
Sir William Pingent, Bart. 
Walter Grubbe, Esq. 

Borough or Chipptn(UJIII. 
Henry Ba) ntoo, Esq. 
Nicholas Bilynton, Esq. 
• Borough Q[ Malme&bury. 

The Hon. Henry Wharton, Esq. 
Charles Godfrey, E.q. 

Borough 'lfCricklade. 
Charles Fox, E~ 
Edmond Webb, • 

Borough qf ,r<at.Bedwin. 
Sir Edmund Wamford, Knt. 
John Wildman the elder, Esq. 

Borough sf Lugdersak. 
John Smith, Esq. 
John Deane, Esq. 

Borough 'If Old ,sarum. 
John Young, Esq. 
Thomas Pitt, Esq. • 

Borough Q[ WiIolollbamt. 
Henry St John, Esq. 
John Wildman, JUDo Esq. 
. Borough 'If Marlhorout". 

Sir John Ernie, I>:night, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. " 

Sir George Willoughby, Knt. 

aGmllllrtlfljtc, 9. 
Sir James Rushout, Bart. . 
Thomas Foley, Esq. '. . 

City qf Worc"'t er. 
William ilromley, Esq. 
John Somers, Esq. . 

Borough Q[ Droitwiclt. 
Richard Lord Coote. 
Samuel Sandya, Esq. . 

Borough 0/ Evukom. 
Henry Pasktr, Esq. 
Sir John Mathews, !\nt. 

Borollgl. of Bcwdley. 
lIenry Herbert, Esq. 

por&Jjjir&, so. 
Thomas J.ord Fairfax. 
Sir .Tohn Kay, Bart. 

City 'If YOI·/'-. 
The Right lIon. Peregrine Osborn, Vi •• 

Dumblain. . 
Edward Thompson, Alderman. 

Town of Kingston upon 1/ull. 
William Gee, E.~. 
John Ramsden, Esq. 

Borough qf Knarcsborougll. 
William Stockdale, Esq. l 
The Lord Vis. Latimer ( 
Thomas Fawkes, Esq. ) 

Boroug" qf &arshorougll. 
William Harbord, Esq. 
Franci. Thompson, ESq. 

Borough if Rippon. 
Sir Edward Bla.ckett, BarL 
Sir Jonathan Jennings, Knt. 

~
BoroUgh Q[ Richmond. 

The Ho J obn Darcy, Esq. 
Thomas orke, Esq. 

, Borough Q[ Heydon. 
Matthew Appleyasd, Esq. 
Henry'Guy, Esq. 
• Borough qf Boroughbridge. 

Sir Henry Goodstoke, Kot. and Bart. 
Chri~topher Vace, Esq. 

$or0lt~ of-Dalton. 
Sir William Stri nd, Bart. 
William Palmes, Elq. 

Borough 'If Thriske. 
Tho\Das Franckiand, Esq. 
Richard Staines, E~~. 

Boroug" 0/ Aldborougll. 
Sir Michael Wentwortb, Knt. 
Christopher Tancted, Esq. 

Borough 'If Betlerley. 
Sir John Hotharn, BarL 
Sir Mich8el Wharton, Knt. 

BOTOU(5h q[ North·.dliertOfl. 
William Robm80n, Esq. 
Thomas Lascells, Esq. 

Borough Q[ Ponte/met. 
.John Lord Vis. Downe. 
Sir Thom .. -Yarbbrgt, Knt. 
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nARO~S if the CINQUE PonTs, Iii. 

Port if Hnsting.,. 
John Ashburnham, Esq; 
Thomas Munn, Esq. 

Town 0/ (Viuclitut'o. 
Uichard Austen, Esq. 
Samuel 'Veston, Esq. 

. Till"', of Ryc. 
S;r John Darrel, Knt. 
Thomas Frewin, Esq. 

Pori if New Rum",y. 
.I oho Brewer, Esq. 
James Chadwick, Esq. 

Port if Hyth,. 
J,d "'arcl Hales, Esq. 
Julius Deeds, Esq. 

Port qf Dov"·. 
Sir Bazil DixweJl, J1art . 
Thomas Papillon, Esq. 

po,t if Sandwich. 
Sir James Oxinden, Knt. and Bart. 
John Thurbarne, Esq. 

Port if S-olord. 
William Champion, Esq. 
Sir Nicholas })elbaOl, Knt. 

. W ALES, !t 

anglt'tp, 2. 
The Lord Bulkeley.· 

Town ~f Be'tI>fnoris. 
Sir William Williams, Knt. and Dart . 

• 

$ttton, i. 
Edward Jones, Esq. 

Town of Breeon. 
Thomas Morgan of Tredegar, Esq. 

€amgon, 2. 
John Lewis, Es~. 

Town .if Cardigan. 
lIector Philips, Esq. 

Camllltrljen, ~. 
Sir Rice Rudd, !lart. 

'l'uum qf Carmartllm. 
nichard Vaughan, Esq. 

' I!tnrnatban, ~ . 

• 
Tomn oj' Caruanan. 

Wrubp, 2. 
Sir Richard Middleton, Bart. 

Town o( Iknb.v . 
Edward Drereton, Esq. 

"lillt, £. 
Sir Roger Puleston, Knt. 

T OfUn if Flint. 
Sir John Hanmer, Knt. and Bart. 

IiIllan_aa, 2. 
Bussy Mansell; E'4' 

. Town of Cordijfo. 
Thomas Mansell, Esq. 

~riOlltt~, I . 
. r John Wynne, Knt. 

l8tmb_k, S . 
Sir Hugh Owen, .Bart. 

.. 7",,,,, if Jlo"erj'ord-wt3t. 
Wilham Wogan, Esq. . 

10um of P~mbl'oolc. 
Arthur Olton, Esq. 

~onrBOmrtp, 2: 
Edward Vaughan of Logdiarth, Esq. 

TO'tIJn 01 Montgomery. 
Charles Herqert, Esq. 

lItallnot, 2. 
Sir Rowhind Gwyn, Knt. 

rowt' ?l N.w Rtuinor. 
Richard William., ~q. 

In all, 51' 
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The Names ofthe Lord, qfhis Maj<8ty's ,".,·t llonollruble Priv!I Co'lmcii. 

If IS majesty. the day after he was proclaimed King of England. France. and Ireland. 
was graciously pleased to sU'1'mon divers honourable peers ano gentlemen to Whitehall, 
who were selected and sworn of his priv)" council, viz.-

His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Can-
terbury 

The Right Reverend Bishop of London 
His Grace the Duke of Norfolk 
Marquis of Winchester 
Marquis of Hallifax 
Earl of Danby, president 
Earl of Lind.ay 
Earl of Oxford 
Earl of Shrewsbury 
Earl of Dedford 
Earl of Devonshire 
Earl of M aeelesfield 
Earl of Nottingham 
Earl of Hath • 
Earl of Dorset and Middlesex 

• 

Lord Viscount Falconbridge 
Lord Mordaunt 
J..ord Newport 
Lord Whatton 
Lord Delamere 
Lord Montague 
Lord Lumley 
Lord Churchill 
'The ~r Benting 
Honour Ie Henry Sidney 
HODoura~ e Edward Russel 
H,,",ourable Henry Powl~ . 
Richard Hampden, senior 
Sir Hc!nry Capel 
8ugh lJosdwen, Esq. 
Sir Iwbert Howard 

1'IIC Prince of Orouge's Spe.ech to tlte Lords, t..~.(' . COllcerned with him. 

AQIlo 1689. 

- -
Thi. speech.is supposed to have been spoken by the celebrated Will ill lTl of Nassau, Prince 01 

Orl:lnge. to animate the Belgic confederation against the ~paniard ... It WIU published in IG89. 
n" fonuing a para.llel ~a.~ witb that of bis celebrated delCtlldant William lit. 

IT i. not, assuredly, a,,¥ ways to 'be doubted. (most noble fortis) but thai jVe now 
treat upon a COIn"'''' CQII#. The one and the other Germaoy are sulliclently UDlted III 

,ituation, toogue, bailie. traJlic~. fife. and in all things efse. And wijo knoll'S not, ilia! ill 



16 7i'tIC/s all"il'g' tlit Reign 0/ Killg William Ill. 

lormcr times they both mado but one body I Their people do chiefly affect liberty. 
And though in Flam.lrJs the prince be hereditary, whereas in Germany he is elective, 
yet almost the ~ame IHc-emillence is due by them to their states as i~ here ,attrilmted 
to your (liC'ts. Bllt lOW on l and with how Iltuch labour and dang~~, hath It behov~ 
the one ;lIld tht· other nil lion to oppo~e thtmselves to the u\'alillOUsneS8 of thl!lr 
princes? I will ka\'c the pursuit of ancient affairs that f may ('ome to the more mo· 
"ern· and those (lr (iermanv. that I may uest'end to the present affair~ of l;'~anders. 
'Vht.';1 the }:mpcror Charles ·V. was (lead., c\'ery. on~ ~nows t~le, king's son's chief cst 
e1esire was to h.'a\'e those parts ancl settle himself IP SpaID. .BelDg there wholly trans· 
JCJI'IlI(,cJ into' the sense and customs of that people. lIe grew desirous to 'govern f'lan· 
deI'S after the same manner anti empire as Spain was governed. AallVhat more im ... 
periolls mini~ter of state could he lca\'c .behind him with the Dncht58 of Parma than 
the Cardinal Granville? Did I say minister of state? Day, rather f-upreme ~vernor; 
~ince, whil:-:l he was lhere, 1hc duchess bore only the name of regent: ~Ihe whole 
power lay ill him, base Burgundian! The first 'cLuthor of Fla,Dders' mischief; ano who 
UCSCI"\"CS chiclly to be punished. since the fault was chiefly IllS. The government of tbe 
t'cclrsiastical iWld temporal affuirs was tmddenly altered ID diven sorts,by absolute au .. 
1hority; bllt chiefly by new {'diets. still more grievous to the etjDscience, and by intro .. 
(Jucing the iuquisitio"). The s('cretcst oracIes arc come from the couDcil of Spain, and 
are executed by oecrel conlultations ;'1 Flanucrs, If th~ nobility have complained, 
their complaints kave proved " 'ain; to petition is counted treachery;. to ~em troubled, 
rebelUon; and the casual hea"d),-giddiness of the common "people, a premeditated in
surrectioo of the whole country. In fine, nothing but to have a pretence to use force 
against J,'landers was expected i~pain. Ana what more light pretences could be 
taken, than to go about to supp~~ those tumults, which were seen to cease almost as 
soon as begull l' Wheu so suddenly hereupon the Flemish are insolently dec1ared in 
Spain to be rebel, to God and to the kVtg; aud a foreign army marches to cause Flan· 
ders to be treate-thereafter. not as a successive nation, but as a conquered country. 
And who could be better chosen tb execute such violences than tM Duke of Alva? 
The most haughty·rnindrd ma'" of all Spain, Flanders' greate~y; aod"Who knows 
better than any other how to extinguish alt remainders of rel.,.i'aH in lieu thereof 
to W3t> all tyra1l1'Y' Anfl jll~t ~o it, fell out, He hath begun '0 raist! citadeJs in the 
chiefest citi('s; he hath placl'd ganisons eH',"Y where j the places of executK>n run 
tlOWIl wilh lliood in ail tOWll:"; 110 Illorehome laws are heard ot: but foreign one'J. The 
eountry is alm'l~t lIupeoplcd by exilemellt, imprisonment, and runnin~ away; and no~ 
thing hut glmst't:)· looks, complaints, misery, desperatioD, and calamity, is seen every 
where. J n this deplorable .sli!te is FJanders at tho. present. How much more happy 
then i~ GermallY, which enjoy:.. her {orlllcr liberty, and which, abhorring all foreign 
force, knows no other empilc than hcr own? 1 partake of this fdicity, for from hence 
I d('ri\'e my blood, and my first stem remains stiJI here. Nay, I am more hated in 
Spa.in than any other of the 1"lflllish, hy reasoQ or my Gemlan iririt. I am held to be 
the l:ontli\'er of conspiracies, th<> head of sedition, the pestilence of those countries. 
Tlwir grcate~t anger thunders <L~t\illst me, and the severest puJ\lshments. art. already 
fallen upon me. :rhus they seck to t',.!fIt my glory into infamy; add what greater glory 
can there be than to mamtain the liberty of a man's coltotry, and to die rather than 
oe ~nslav~d? ~ then, (most ~obl.c lords,) who am both a German and a Fleming, after 
haVing lam hefore you the miseries of the Lower Germany, whose tears and supplica" 
'lions IlJring hilher with me, uo, in her name. implore the help and protection of the 
Upper Germany, But such recourse for refuge will not avail, unless you yourselves 
repute the cause whV~h is now in hand to be common as well to Germany as to Flan .. 
detJ. "' J at first tool< for granted. And who can doubt it I Wllo i. not aware of Ihe 
~paniards va.n designs I Doubtlessly a desire of domination ~t!I' naturally reign iu all 
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men. One will draws on another ; nor d.oth what is poss('st gi"e satisfaction. Hut how 
iltlmense, how immoderate doth this th~rst appear, parti,:ularly in t~le Spania,~ds ? They 
think not their u1Iknown worlds ,sufficient to 'l.uench It; and will therefore t'xtt'nd 
thC'ir empire still further .in tho~e whic~ are known. They fix their eyes and macilina
tiQi1s much more upon Europe 10 particular. When they shall have opprest Flanders, 
and have gotten so opportunl a seat for their arms, what province will they next fall 
upon? 'fhafcertainly which they shall have most reason to fear. He who will lay the 
foundations of servitlJoe well, first seeks to beat down the bulwarks of Ii bed)'. I""bere
fore, knowing that they shall he most withstood by the 1'0\\ er an" undaunted spirits of 
this nation, which in all things is so united to Flanders, they will forthwith bend all 
their forces hitherward. It may then he concluded, tllat the Spanish forces being in 
Flanders, will he always ready to enter Germ~ny; and then what will your Ill iscries 
be, when their colonies shall likewise be seen here, new faces, 11e'" customs, sevt're l"w5 
more severely executed, heavy yokes upon men's persons, and more heavy upon th('ir 
consciences? This point be-iog then granted, that the danger will be common among 
Ui, the other will be clear, that the cause should likewise be reputed common: The 
rest foBows on in consequence. One neighbour runs to cJuench the fire that is kindled 
in another neighbour's house. '''lhen a rivtf threatens to break in, who runs not from 
all sides to mend the banks f The same course ought. now to be held j all you must 
haste to help the Flemish. since you are the first that are likely to leel tlJe flames of 
their fire, and they who shall first partake of the inundation of so many miseries which 
they suffer. But do not btlieve that they win linger in expectation of ynur aids. They 
w;1I move a9 soon as they shall see you JllOVC; and their worth and virtue, which, by 
so unexpected and cruel a violence, iSJather stuP~led than opprest, will return with 
greater vigour than before. What canDot armed deration do? What dares it not? 
The entrance will b~ always easy from these parts to Friesland, and into the pro
vinces of Flanders whkh are on this sine the Rhine; that river will with like easiness 
be at all times' past over; all the chief cities will throw upen their gates. The nobility 
and all the whole country will join in the same opillion. ]Jut 1 came short when I 
said that only Germany and Flanders would join in this. cause; France and England, 
and the other northeru ~otJOtries, will undolllbtedly join with us, since they stand in 
like fear of the Spanish fi)rCe5. He that commits violence doth not always boast there
of; and how oft do we see oppression prove the ruin of the oppressor r [t may 50 fall 
o~t, a!\ whilst the Spaniards do • .,0 greedily gape ,after Mher men's estates, they may 
chance to lose their own; the Flemibh expect only your assistance to escape so hard a 
slavery j and I; in thei r nanu;,s, do once again earnestly implore it. Thl (·nuse cannot 
be more just, nor more easily helped, jind it is yours no Jess than ours. All neighbours 
will take it for their own concernment, and the wJ)ole north Will fa\,ollr it. nut as the 
defence will in tue first place f.'\1l to YOUf share, so the first place of victory will be 
given to your forces; and so,-by the >title of our being oppressed, you shall for ever he 
accounted OUf delivere~.--TSee C .. Bcntevog. llist. Part I. 

• • 

VOL. X. 
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A Ltlterrvritlen by the Emperor to the late King Jamea, setting forth the true Oeca,;"" 
'IIhis Fali. and the Treachery and Cruelty 'If lite Fr.neh . . 

It This Letter, written by the Emperor of G~rmany to Kmg James the Second after hi. abdication, 
setting forth the caulcs of loiS majesty's desertion by hi_ subject., is a proper caveat to such 
princes, always to preaerve their subjects in their just rights, both in church and state. as the 
best meaDs to deserve their affection, and to secure the throne to themselves and ,heir pOll-
terity."-Orig. N(Jte. .. 

The unfortunate James, after his fti!1;ht from Britain, applied himself for aid Ie .lmoAt all the courts 
of Europe. From that of Austria, jealoull of his predilectioll for FraDcf'. he received the fol
lowing reply, io which reproof and even insult are 8(:arcely veil~d by ~he ulual language or 
.courts. 

Leopold • .!te. /' 
WE have received your maj.fltyts letters, dated from St Germain" the sixth of Fe

bruary last, by the Earl of Carlingford, your envoy in our court: By them we have 
understood the condition your maje.ty is reduced to; and that you, being deserted 
after the landing of the Prince Qf.Orange, by your army, and even by your domestic 
servants, and by those yop 1'\10st confided ill, and almost by all your subjects, you have 
been forced, by a sudden flight, to proviqe for your own safet)" and to setk sht'lter and 
protection in France: Lastly, that you desire assistance from us for the recovc:ring 
your kingdoms, We.do assure your majesty, that as soon as we heard of this, severe 
turn of affairs, we were moved at it, not only with the common seose of humanity, 
but with much deeper impressions,· suitable to the si~cere aft'e<:tion which we have 'al
ways borne tp you. And we were heartily sorry, tha~, at last, that was come"to pa<;s, 
which (though we hoped for better things) yet our own .ad thoughts had suggested 
to us would ensue. If your majesty had rather given credit to the friendly remon
strances that were made you, by our late envoy, the Counl de Kallnitz, in our name, 
than the deceitful insinuations of the French, wno~e chit;f aim was, by fomenting conti
nual divisions beh,,'een you and your people, to gain l,hereby an ppportunity to insult the 
more securely over the rest of Christendom f And if your mzjesty had put a stop, by 
your force and authority, to theit many infractions of the peace, of which, by the treaty 
of Nimegen, you 8re made th,e guarantee, and to that t"nd entered into consultations 
with us, and such others, as have (he like just sentiments in this matter, we are verily 
persuaded, that. by this meaDS, you should have, in a great measure, quieted the minds 
of your people, which were so much already exasperated through thelT aversion to our 
!eligion,' and the public peace had been presened, as well"io 1.our kingdoms. as here, 
I~ ~he Roman enlpire. But now we refer it even to your majesty, to judge what con
ultlOn we can be in to afford you any assistance, we heing not only engaged in a war 
with the Turks, ~ut elUding ourselves at the ,lame time unju~tly and barbarously at-

I Which made use l)f 80 many UnJUlt and cruel melQS \0 gain ita eaw.bluhment-orig. Note. 
~ 
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tacked by tbe French, contrary to and again,t the faith of Ire.aties, they then reckon· 
jug themselves secure of England.· And this (:)U~ht not to be concealed, that the great~ 
est injuries which have been done to our religion) have flowed from no other than 
the French themselves; who not only esteem illawful for them to make perfidious 
leaiucs with" the sworn enemies of the holy cross,' tending to the destruction both 
of uS and the whole christian·world, in order to the checking our endeavours, which 
were undertaken for the glory of God, and to stop those successes, which it hath plea· 
sed Almighty God to give us hitherto, but tiuther. have heaped one treachery on ano
ther, even within the empire itself. · The cities of the empire, which were 8Urrendered 
upon artacles, signed by the dauphin himself, have been exhausted by excessive impo
aitions; and aftet. their being exhausted, have been plundered, and after plundering, have 
been burnt and crazed. The palaces of princes, which iu aU times, and even the most de ... 
uructive wars, have been preserved, are now burnt down to the ground. The churches 
.are robberl, and such as submitted themselves to them are, in a most barbarous manner, 
carried away as slaves. In short, it is become a diversion to them, to commit aU man ... 
ner of insolences and cruelties in many places, but chiefly in catholic countries, exceed
ing the cruelties of the Turks themselves: which, having imposed an absolute necessi
ty upon us to secure ourselves, and the holy Roman empire, by the best means we can 
think on, and that no less against them than against the Turks, we promise ourselves, 
from your justice, ready assent to this, that it ought not to be imputed to us. if we en~ 
deavour to procure, by a just war, that security to ourselves which Wt' could not hi .. 
therto obtam by 80 many treaties; and that, in order to the obtalning thereof, we take 
measures for our mutual defence and preservation, with all those who are equally con ... 
cerned in the same design with us. It ·remains, that we beg of God, that he would 
direct all thin~. to his glory, and that lie would gra~ your majesty true and solid com· 
forts under th •• your great calamity. We embrace yO'!. with the tender affections of a, 
brother. 

At Vienna, the 9th 0/ Apri4 ]689. 

• 

The Causes and Manner 'If the "epos;ng 0/ a PopW, Kint ill Sweden tru(v described. 

Printed ]688. 

Thi. story, t:xt.racled from the annals oC·Sweden, was meant (or the inatruction of the Englilih na
tion at the Revolution . IJ'he dethroaed Sigi&mood of Sweden carried on a long but unsuccessful 
war for recovery of the Swedish crOWD, and-died in bis kingdom of Poland in 16.32 . 

• 

GUSTAVUS ER1CSON, King of Sweden. having settled the reformed religion in Sweden. 
and reigned tbirty.eigbt year;, left his kingdom to hi, son Erick, who, for hi. cruelty . , 

• Under a pritlce, \bat, to accomplbb the slavery of hillUbjecll, WIUi making himaeIr tributary and vassal 
of Fnmce. 

, Popery. of :Ate Turb. J yu. AU Christians. • • 
• How justly doe5 t.b.ia rtPRMAt \be pl'elODt an' late acloiOIll of lbe French in Germ,ny I-On&:. Notsl. 
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and iIl 'gO'Vemment, WB' deposed, and hi. whole line exhereditated, to make way for 
John Duke of Finland, f,is younger brother. 

John had a son, called Sigismo?d. wh~1 being secre~ly bred up in the R?mis,h religion 
by his mother, who was of the Sagelloman royal family of Poland, was 10 his father's 
time elected KID): of Poland . • 

The satd King John had also a younger brother, calJe& Charles Dttke ofSuc1ermaoia, 
Nericia, &c. and a younger 5011 of hi~ own name, called ~uke . o~ Ostro~hia . . 

King John died in tb~ year 1592,' In th~ aLs.ence of Kmg Slgl~~ond, hiS eldest son; 
during whif.Al, Charles, Duke of SU(&erma,DI8! hIS, uncle, at t~e. desne of the states, took 
upon him the g.overn!lleut} but sent to mvlte ~us nephew Slgl.s~f>nt! to ,come and t:ake 
possession of hiS natl\:e ~tng~om as soon a8 mlb~,t be! plomunng , In ·the ~ean time 
to keep all quiet, and IDtlD?a~lftg, that~~ hDped h!s ma}ts.y. when In possessIon, lVould 
maintain 311 in the true rehglon and diVine worshtp, and preserve the laws of Sweden. 

At the end of the year he arrived in Swedeo, ha·vin!, in~his company Francesco Male~ 
spina, the pope's legate, who hin~ered him long~rotn consenting to any ~ec,!rity, either 
jor religion or property; but findtng the coronation would be obstructed w1thout that, 
he gave way, as having yet, as the historian 5a-y~, one starting·hole re~ainlng, ~hich, 
\\'8S that faith was not to be kept towards heretlcks. In the Olean' ti~e, he himself 
'~Id have crowned the king in the cathedral of Upsal , but was opposetl by the Arch~ 
Lishop of Up~al, whose right it was. even jf that kingdom had been popish. 

The co,"oJlatioll being over, which had been delayed above a year, during which 
time, several secret attempts had been made upon Charle" Duke- of Sudermania, to 
make hi,n away, King Sigismond, contrary to his coronation oatb, erected a popish 
church in the capital city, and made! a great man of his rdigioa governor of the castle 
of Stockholm, ill which the T~CO,..rs of tbe chancery and tho arm. and ammunition of 
the kingdom were kept, and I~the port were the best part of the royal navy, under 
command of the castle. 

A certain jesuit, called Adam Stei<lhall, obtained the ArcentiBn temple and the 
Queen's Island, with Vastheman .monastery, which was presently filled with Romish 
priests. , ' . ~ , 

Sigismond also, by hiS followers and at\endants, conttnuaUy,afi'ronted the establish~ 
ed religion, and was sending into Poland for a body of forces able to subdue tht: 
kingdom j upon which-discontentments grew so high, that he hastily withdre,-" thither 
himself. . • 

He left Sweden in confusion. having only for form's sake writ to his uncle Charle"s 
to assume the, administration jointly with the senate j but, at the same time, 'JeaviD~ 
others with greater power. both in Sweden and Finland, as appeared when he was ~one. 

Charles. Duke of Sudermania, t.o avoid discord'and confusion, caUed a conventIOn at 
Sudertopia, which was opened with an oath of allegiance to King Sigismond, and did 
likewise assert the kingdom', right to have the coronatiop oath performed; which, ba. 
, ·jog been violated in the tender point of religion, t~ey red~e.aed the grievance, and 
suppressed the exercise of the Romish religio·n, banishing. alll'rieots aDd preachers of 
tht:,iame, and the ancleot IDcumbeots of the Vastheman mona.tery were restored. 

Then they desired the Duke . Charle. tn accept of the adminisl!"tion for tbe good of 
the kmgdom, which be did. Then began a treaty between Sigl8mond and the con. 
vention. wit~ Duke Char,Jes at the head of it, which was by Sigismond spun out and 
obstructed with much artlfice; at length the convention- made several decrees for 8e~ 
cur~ty of religi~n and pro,petty. and entered into an ~8aociatio~ for the defence of them, 
which they desired the kmg to confirm, a!,d gave IlX weeks I,me to all that diasentod, 
to ,ubmll on pam of bemg declared enemies to the public peace. 

They invited hi~ home, to -retum in a peaceable manner,".andsetUe tbe other alfairs 
of his,native kingdl'm; but, instead of that, be invaded them with an army of eiJ!'ht 
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thO\!!and horse and footJ and a hundred sail, to which several Swedes joined themselves, 
whom he had gained with money. 

An agret:ment was endeavour~d, and J after much intercQurs.e of negotiation, botll 
armies being near one another, It was consented to on both SIdes, that twelve of the 
no~ility of each side should meet and decide the whole controversy. But, by the pt:r
suasion of the jesuits, the roy5.1 army, in the night, conducted by \Veyerus, set upon 
the duoal camp, in which onset several thousands were slain, but at last the king and 
all hi. anny had bee,! cut off, had they not called out for peace. which the duke yet 
hearkened to. " • 

An agreement followed, in which the king demanded to be supplied with a navy to 
go to Stockholm, promising there to call an assembly of the states; but he no sooner 
had the shipping but he sailed away for Call1lar, in which place he left a garrison of 
foreigners, and then continued his voyage to Dantzick. 

The king being gone. an tssembly of t.he state. met at Stockholm, where they de
clared King Siglsnlonri fallen from the crown and. gov~rnment, ~nd were s? inclined ~o 
continue the succession, that they offered to receive hiS son, Prmce VJadlslaus, proVI
ded he might be sent home, bred up a protestantJ and committed to the guardianship 
of Duke Charies, but Sigismond refused it. 

Afterwards another parliament met at Lincopia, and there they did expressly re· 
llounce KiJ'lg Sigismond, and his government, as also his laws. 

Then they ;acknowledged Duke Charles of Sudermania for their lawful king, and af. 
ter him settleci th~ crown upon his son, Gustavus Adolphus, and his heirs male. 

Duke John cOllcurrecJ with the parliament, and renounced his pretence to the 
crown, and was content to come in aft~r the line qf Duke Charles. 

The daughter and sisteT of Sigismond were also ~cted. 
Then followed the coronation of King Charles. iil'the year 1607. by the name of 

Charle. the Ninth. 
These were the proceeding. in Sweden. upon llohich I shall only make these few short 

reAections :- • 
I . That the Swedes were desirolls, to the hl'St degree, to preserve the succession, ac

cording to one pRrt of the laws of the kingdom, provided that might be done without 
overturning all tJle rest; they Were wise enough to preserve laws while laws preserved 
the natiouJ which is the true end of aU laws, hut nO'longer. • 

]1. That King SigismonJ, ~~ording to the ~pirit lrf his religion, wherever it is 
grown up to bigotry, broke through hiS uaths, and all rules of justice and morality, 
when ihey crossed the insatiable ambition of his priestfoC. • 

III. That though the Swede,. wh~n they found that they eoold not keep their k iDg, 
his direct heirs, their religion and liberties all together, resolved to part. with the for
mer, they were forced to be very cautious, and endeavour to gain time by iieaties, to 
unite tllcmselves against Sig'smon.d; who had Poland and several aUies to back 111111 ; 

without which considerationsJ the prudence they shewed on this affair may assure us 
they would not have suffered the goven1ment in 50 loose a posture so long as they did. 

IV. 1]lat the Swedes, know~ng that it is impossible on any occasion that all toen 
should be of the .. ...,·mind. wisely ordained that \he minor part should submit to the 
major. or be declared eDemies to the public peace. And sure this example will be fol
lowed, wherever reasonable and disinterested men meet on the like occasion"8 j for Sure 
"nobody caD. deny that it i~ better for any nation that some laws should be made, and 
others broken, again8''tRe opinion of the minor part, than that aU laws, morality, and 
good-nature. abould give place to passion. injustice and cruelty. through their obsti
nacy. 
Now~ may ~ AlMighty open thq eyeaof all Englishmen ·to s~e. and their hearls 

to embrace 'thrs truth. . . 
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A j!,femorialfrom the Eng/ish Prolts/onl.for their Ilighnetlu tlte.Prince oRd Princ." 
'!fOronge. 

Tbis is acompendious list of the national grievance. which brought 00 the Revolution; but it par~ 
ticularly insists upon that which was of all mOlt groundlesa, the ~lIeged attempt of James to im~ 
pose 0. supposititious child upon the kingdom. The vulgar believed the unfortunate priucc to 
be capable of any crime, 88 certainly he shewed himself ~uilty of every imprudence, whic~ 
might fiupport the catholic cause. And this accusation, which is of a nature peculiarly adapt
ed to the taste and comprehen.ion of the multitude, although it has now been long abandoned 
by ever)' g rave authority, had, during the stormy period in which it was current, no little ef
fect 00 public opinion. The party violence of the period waf lIO extravaganl, as to receive and 
circulate a varie ty of reports inconilistent with eaeh other~ and agreeing only in the general 
conclusion. tlJat the chiJd W08 an imposition upon tbe nation. The reasoning of the Bishop of 
Sali:\bury is admirably summed up by Smollett. 

f f On the lOt.h of June. 1688, the queen was suddenly seized with labour pains, and delivered of a 
son. who was baptized hy th~ name of James, and declared Prince of Wale.. All the catholics 
and friends of James were transpo~t{> '>'9jth the most extravagant joy at the birth of this child, 
while ~reat art of thE' ""tion cons d themselves with the no tion that it was ollop;ether sup-
positilloUi. they carefully collect a vlI.riety of circumstanceI' upon which this conjf'cture was 
founded ; and though they were inconsistent, contradictory, and inconclusive, the inference Wag 

.0 agreeable 10 the views and passions oCthe people, that it made an impre&sion, whjch, In all 
probability, will never be elt'lced. D( Burnet, who seems to have been at uncommon puins to 
establish this fact, sud to have consulted nll.the whig nurses in England UpOD the subject, 6rst 
pretends to.demonstrate thMt 'the' <lueen was not with child; 8econd.ly~ that she was with child, 
but miscarried; thirdly, that a cluld was brought into the queen'. apal'Uncnt in .. w.rming-pan ; 
fourthly, that there was no child at nil in the rOOID; fifthly J that tbe queen actuaJly bore a child, 
hut it died that same dll!; sixthly, tbat it had the fits, of whIch it diE'd at 'Richmond; there ... 
fore Lhe Chevalier de Sl George"lnust ~ the fruit of four diJferent imposture •. " 

IT cannot be unknown to your highness that ihe protestanls of England that are 
faithful to the principles and doctrines of their religion, and to the just established le
gal government. are in divers kinds most intoltrabf:y vexed and oppressed by the po ... 
pish contrivances and practices, covered with the prtloences a.nd ·name of authority. 

That illegal' things are daily impaled upon them, in Iheir .ev~ral.tationo aDd plac .. , . 
• 

• The in~t.aIlCft .nereuf are too many te 1M! recited ; but lOme t.hereof are theM,. v~-
I. Moat of the pre.He,tants are pr~ued to rlrtlare for a repeal of .ll the I ..... made for &be reformation of our 

religion and ill Ilettll!l1'Ient. 
2. AU the .ubjectl v.re forced to submit to aerve and obl'y thOle that aft' no lawful JQdp, sherifr~, jUl. 

Ike. of Ihe peat", mayon. !1)rd ... lietltenantl, and other commanden; aod an .are thre&b!:ned, .~ed, aDd pro
leCuLed. (at \be Lord Lovelace now i.) that dare bUlaay that luch b ... e no lawlul.authonty. 

S. All the lubjects are commanded to .ulfer .U the action. and offences uf their hve~, and &he IeCfCW of 
then bear", to be tearched into, and \beir chief interettl, and many of their freeholdt. to be judged by the di ... 
("retion of a lie. of the k~' gl cre.tu~ c&lled bit cornmiuionert for ecclesiutical a!fain, wbolO (DDunt.ion 
i. 1.0 proceed without and 19ainn the rulel of our lawa, with a roll obttante 1.0 all otl.ter law., and eYef11D&b it 
ft~uiredtto .. ,ilt tbeilar trary POWOtl, on peril of &heir uDlures, whicb extend to imprieoDlDCD\ fwlife. 
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which they are convinced, in their consciences, ca~ never be justified u!1to God or the 
kingdom, and yet they are preased upon them (without regard to their consciences) 
by loss of their offices and employments, and many otber threatened efTects of the king', 
displeasure, • 

That many of theirc.r-egalliberties, benefits, and means (If .ubsistence in their church
es -and colltges are taken from them by mere will and pleasure, I and processes and pro
s('cutioR" by. a.rbitrary commissioners" are threatened and begun against great num
bers of them without their guilt of the least offence or transgression against any of the 
laws of this realm. . • 

That they ~re debarred and spoiled of the due free' election of their magistrates anel 
officers in their-.cities and towns, and pretended officers and magistrates are imposed 
upon them and turned out and put in at the king's absolute will, as they arc found 
ready to comply with, and serve the popish design either ignorantly or corruptly. 

That several of the bodie.t politick of their cities and towns are declared to be dis
solved at the king-'s p1easure. (to terrify and subjugate the minds of all the rest,) ano. 
t,he citizens and burgesse. are thereby disfranchised 4 and divested of all their good 

4. All our mini, tel"l are I"f'quirl'd. under ,:.tievous nlflO&C~d p~naltiet, to be the kil1£'$ criers, to proclaim in 
the churches tbe king's power to luspend at onc-e the for« and use of all OUr penallal"s made in +00 years past 
to Itture Ihe rights of tbe crOWII, the freedom. a.nd pro(Jtrtiet of the realm, and tbe proftuiun of the pro
\eltant religion. 

S. All the protcsbnll are forced, by fear of the lI.illg" wnlb, to suffer the rigbu (' ( the crown, and tbe 
(~om o( the realm, Against forei~n pow~n and lawl, to be publidtl) dt·lli~d. and tbe (orce o( f"reign lawl 
ov.-r them to be mllintllined ; thry are enjoinal by the k ing to neglect their Iworn duties to G"d. to the croWl! 
and kinF,t1om, of prosecuting allaw tbose '"<!SUM which Lhey know and Jtee to be dlli ly commllted , forl,l,hicll 
no tX('USfI can be mllde by prell'nce o( liberty o( consciellct in Cbri.l'li religion. 

6_ The con~labl", "nd othr r office,. throughuut the rn-Im, a~"'trced to quarl.t't Iri,h and SCab, and other 
mercenary aold ier., in their neighbours houses, Against Lheir wills, ~ontempt of the ancirnt law. and the t'X 

l'~s word. of the lale italute •• 
1. All the genllrnlen and freeholders are prH!ed to renounce their ntui .. e and leg&l (m-doms in their cboice vf 

membcf'III (nr parliam('nt. ' 
8. The Irremen of the cities and town! are urged to yield up tl\,the king's will the tenure of their magistra

ciet, anri all their (rre cUltoms and privile~. 
9. All Ihe people a re farad, by fear of punishments, °to sutTer a chltd u. be declared heir .apparent o( til(' 

crown, which ought not, by the kllown laws u( the kingdom, to havo lJeen acknowledged. until lawful willl~s5t·~ 
Ilf hi~ birth o f the queen bad been duly published t.o the kmgdum, as wItS necell~ltry in this Cilit', wht'rein publlck 
fame mllkel him Ii ccruntl!rfcil. Yt't to their l>ham~ and grief, the people IIrf'/or('ed to SE'em in thrir publkk 
prayer. topreM'nt bim 10 Gntl11.1 llieir pritlC'f', and dare not uk whn IlrC,Jhe witnenf's.e hi, birth . 
• 10. Ma"y of their juries are prr5lit'd'to tlnd tht'ir neighbours ('rlminlt!!, though III thei r consciences they 
think d,em innoceot; as i, no~orinUIli (amongst many v\bel in"unce.) 11\ the cue of thlAt Ihat marle iUnOCellt 
expre .. iont of thrir joy for the justice tha.t .... a' done to 1he Mwen bishops; Ilnd mlLny l\I"e fo rct'd t o 5ubmit 
to be Iried in maUer. abnUI the loss vf thrir ~tltes, by lines; a.nd th elt II_e, lIl so, by juri('s r,.turoed, hy 5('

cret contrivance. and nominatlont , contrary tu the dirrction of nur IItW5, bt-lnp; neith~r of the mo~t sufficient 
nor mOllt indiffe~nt oflhe n('arest n~ighbours to the facti in qaestiQn, nur by sher ilf, IIIWIIT""'~ Ihe lal'"l rcqUIf(', 
whf'reby thr course uf tbe kingdom'~justice il perv~rt.etl, and the It'/:ILI guvernmcnt ~ubvertrll. 

All thut! iOltlincet are ton well known to.be denied by our advcrl&l'Ie~. 
I Via. The caM! of !.he Lord Bi~hop of ~ndon suspendt-d. Of DI~ tor Peachd. Vi('e-chan('('lIor 'If Cambritlgf', 

and Malter of Pembrok~Hall, dt'prived. Of l)QCtor H ougb, and 26 ("lIuwI tlf fthgd _ II (,I!- Cull t'~('. Oxford. 
belide. tbe demY-1 outetl (rom their free-hold and h..-elihuod. and riecr,·t'd IIlcllplllole uf 1\0)" nlht-r prefl'rmt'nl. 
only for keeping to ~h~ law, the .t.tu~·n{ tb('ir coU('ge and "atl" • • Tltt' ~ulpen~/UII of lIeo r :lOO /Uum t~rs "0 t llc 
county of Durham, for r.'ning to read to tl.~i r people the kinA" dc.lllration for •. l!~pcll~ill~ with our lal,l,-~. &c. 

I. Vie. The lammonl uf tbe C(lmmiuionrn for C"c(iCfjia\ (IC"' ui1.in to the chau(,l'lhrs. clIInmiss ... ries, 1I, 1I,larch
dl'8('OJ\I of tbe diuccw, of mOlt of the bishops u) return the nllrIH"" o( all the mirU&t.ers Iha t did nut rt'ad the 
kinl(. dU"la,.tfon. wherein they trll.nsgrened no laW ecclesiastical o r ch II. 

l Tbe city (lr London. and aJl (tit: cities and toWN ('urporate o( the hlOgtlom are u.J insfllnct:S of this, the 
king alone tetlin. up wbora he plrucs to have the numClllnd UlloC tbe pOlYers o( lill:ir furmerly cho>cn mugls_ ... ., .... 

• So Lht king bath done to \be ancirnt citi". of Oxford, WIO('hestcr, fllld the bor(lugh of Totneu, now thm\ I
tns til do thfl 111m .. to the great (Oity of Norwilh. or IOmeuling lanL1.nl uo\ll . wberrby he 1U1.utnes to di~Dt»C vf tI,,· 
tlubjf'ctlle&"1 interests at h1awill, as if the suuj-=ts had no pro?Cfly.-Ol"ig. ~·vtl!l. 
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customs, freedoms, and privileges, if they cannot in conscience .comply with illegal 
commands, and will not treacherously sun-ender their leg-ell rights and privileges unto 
the king's will. 

That the legal seC'urities provided 'by the kings and kingdom in parliament agamst 
the danO'ers of their religion and liberties, are by the king's absolute command tbro·wn 
aside, a~t1 mnde I useless, by pretence of his power to dispense with those penal latws, 
notwithstanding the subjects right in them for the protection and safety of tlleir reli
gion, liberties, and Jives, whereby the very foundation of all the suhjects rights and 
properties is undermined and lShaken, and a Dew cJaim is btt up and maintained, that 
the su1tiects have no right, property, or security against the will and pI.easure of their 
kings. 

That by colour of such a dispensing power, tht' trust of the kingdom's defence antI 
safety by military powers arc put into 'such hands as are made a incapabJe of them by 
many exprcss laws of the king's and kingdoms in parliament, which justly give the 
protestants sad apprehensions of imminent dangers, seeing themselves put into the 
power of those that publickly profess to be in union and communion with the chur<;h 
of Rome, that openly declare themselves to be the mortal enemies to all protestants; 
and that they are bound, upon peril of their salvation, to seek tlJeir destruction if they 
shall continue constant to the protestant profession. 

That, contrary to the express Jaws of the' realm lately cleclared in parliament, an 
army of papists and mercenaries is maintained and dispersed through the kingdom in 
full peace, to the great disquiet and terror of the protes~nts; and they are in divers 
ways constraiued to receive these soldiers into their houses, to sojourn there against 
their wills, whereby they are deprived of their·peace and security in their families, and 
of their conv~rse with their neigl}bours and frilnds, aDd of the advantages they mjght 
make in their ways of living. :/ 

That the kin/! hath barred and forbidden the execution of the ancient law8 of the 
realm, against divers sorts of treasons ~nd other most heinous crimes; and all the sta
tutes now known to have been mape from age to age for .';00 years past, in relation to 
the pop~s ami Romish priests ,4 powers and practices, are suspended; though the expe
rience of the papists in all those ages she\~ed those precepts apd practices to be mis· 
clrie\'ous and dangerous, that they often complained in parliament ~he'y feared the S 

destruction of the king-,lom by them. 
His majesty also'so conlrot.Hs the courts of law in the courts wherein justice ought 

to be administered, that the judges (though they ha~e highly served the pop:.h d.,.. 
signs) are turned out of their places, honours, and pensions, if they dare but suiter the 
laws justly to acquit those whom the king would ha\'e condemned, as appears (amongst 
divers in'tances) by his late displacing Judge Halloway and Judge Powell, upon the 
legal acquittal of the seven bishops. 

I Th(' hlte l(.atU\el of 25 and :lOofeAr. n. were made upreuly tilr the protts_"tJ security; ' 0 were tboae 
of 5 F.liz. I. 13 Eliz, 2. '23 Eli,. 1. 27 Eliz. 2. 1 Jac. 5 Joe. J. and the .tat. 2'5 Hen. V Ill. 19, 20, 21. and 
man~ ancient 'LIlt. of Ed. l. Ed. 11. til. III. Rich IJ. and many ptber kiog.. wete made to secure the people 
from tbf' Ilr.prehon~ion' u( the church ()f Q ... me; Bnd the king bath declared tbat Done of them .~.11 at any 
t.me hercafler be pt.t. in e:recution. • ~ 

~ 'TIS known all tbt' professed papis'- 8re by the .tat. Eliz. Jac. l. and Car. II. made incapable of bolding 
any trUIt or pow~rs in the kingdom, uod that the king hath placed the IDOIt or them in L&.eir hand .. 

S See t.he Pet. or R,g~t, 3 cart.. lind the i!lte statum Car. II. t..bat decl,are the di.,.ning of toldiel'l into tbe 
country. and the quartenng them 10 the subjects houses, to be againlt the law. Ud ~tom. or the realm; and 
'tis demanded and enacted a, the ~ople't right, that they shall never be to bqrdeDtd by IOldiel'l. 

4 See the king'1 declaration for liberty of eouscienee, lhallulpendJ tbe execution of .11 tbe penal la", "bat
soever ill matte,.. e('eJesiattical. those that make it lreuon to maintain tbe pope'. powen &11.4 CaDODI w be above 
our la." or to take his ,,~penfttionl of obedience to them. 

s See <~he .tatutes 35 ~w. I. :U Edw. Ill. 27 Ed. Ill. 16 r..icb. IL 5.-on'g. $(#U. 
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We need not shew to your highness more particular instances of our oppression, since 
'tis notorious that there is a publick attempt authorized by the king to subvert the very 
foundation of the whole civil legal government of ,tbe kjn~domJ that is, the people's free 
election (in the cu.tomary established course by countJes, cities, and boroughs,) ot 
th~r deputies to act Rnd cons~nt for them in parliament unto all ,laws to be made and 
repealed. ' . 

The tTuly dOble monarchy was founded on equal freedom; and the civil government 
of 'Eng land was always of right truly free: because no laws or authorities ever bound 
the 'pe"ons and properties of the kingdom save only these, wherein the kiftgs and all 
the subjects freely agreed~ every s.ubject's free a C?osent being d~emed by our laws to be 
given personallYI as by hiS deputtes to the enactmg and repealing of every law. 

Therefore the statutes of old, in affirmance of the common custom of England, de
clal'ed that elections should be free J from all interruptions and interpositions by the 
king or the pope, and the kings have bound themselves by the statutes 00 way to dis
turb any electors in making their free elections . 

• No commands, promises, or threats, DO prayers nor solicitations, ought to be made 
unto the d ectors by the king or pope, or any others: The people's deputies (say the 
laws) are to be chosen freely and Indifferently, without pre·engagement of the electors 
or fear of displeasing the king, and without promises of favour or rewards t('l them. 
111ey are to be indifferent at the time and place of election, and in such. manner to pro~ 
ceed, notwithstanding any tequest or command to the contrary) otherwise the elections 
are void and null. 

Rut we are not able to number the va,ious kinds of attempts a,nd practices to over .. 
turn this foundation of our government... • 

There have been infinite endeavours and artifices oprply used to destroy the customs, 
privileges, charters, and governments of a!f'the cities'and boroughs, by whom fBur 
parts in five of the members of the commons in parliament are to be cbosen by the cus. 
tom of England j ami to bring all these bodies politick, and aU their magistrates and 
officers, to be dependent on the king's will, and to be obliged as his creatures (not the 
cities and towns trustees) to serve his popish afld arbitrary designs, or to be,turned out 
of their places at his pit:utlre, and 8uch as are either papists or more ignorant and cor· 
Tupt put into thei~ places. 

'T18 kuown to aK. that for this purpose, to destroy our goverbme,pt under colour of 
law, there have been causelells wr;its of quo warranto brought by tile king against most 
of'the cjties and boroughs of the kingdom; those were secoDdeoby instruments ap
pointed to terrify the magistrates of the cities and tuwn'J with the king's severe dlS .. 
pleasure if they dared to insist upon tQeir legal right and conte~t with the king at law, 
to fright them with the intolerable charge, that Ibeir legal defence woul,1 cost them 
more than they could bear, and boldly affirming that they could not hope to mait'ltain 
tht:ir custQm~, privileges, and £harter~ against the king. since he was resolved to have 
them at his command; then they tempted them with promises of new charters if they 
would comply aud surrender their old litferties into the king's hands, and pretended 
that the npnes of all that refuses it must be returned~o the klDg's attoraey .. generar. 

'Tis no less knowD, ~that judges were prepared to. damn the pleas of aft 8uch cities 

• See 26 Hen. Vln, J2. !.S .HIJI!. 21. "Tit declared that the realm i. free ' and .ubject to ~CJ 1.ws but by their 
own conMht ~ &qII !.bat lAe .i.~and parlilnu!nt, represeotlnl \.be wh(lle l\.ate of tbe realm, have the power to 
fli'pen.e With I~"'w." ~~ lbaU;acc occtl!ion • 

• Srt the .tatuu.' l Jac.·t 1 •• 
, s...e It&t, Weltm. 1 • .s Ed. 7. Tb~ common law is tbert decla.red , and'\he k.ing bindetll himself not to dis

turb _lIY electors to m60 f,.. _tioa.. Su Cat. 11. parI. 8"'07 .Heu. IV. 1:,." HCD. Vl .... 9 Hen. IV. 8. 
--orig. NOIe,. 
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and towns as would shod upon their right, and plead to the quo worranto, 85 the ma~ 
gistrates of Lonclon resolved to do; their common council refusing to surrender their 
liberties notwithstanding all commands, terrors, and intreaties that were used to them; 
they knew it was not in their power·to betray th~ir. city, nor ,in the king's power to re~ · 
ceive unto himself these customs, ~wers, and privileges, which the great charter ,~md 
the common law had given them. But such judges as· would not judge that ancient 
bodYlolitick (that had holden their cu.tom. above 1000 years) to be Jissol""d, were 
turne out, and all the freedoms and principles due to the citizens and their heirs, and 
to the city and their successor., were declared by the judges to be forfeited; his DOlV 

majesty 's instruments thereby preparing hill way (nnder the shadow of. the late king) 
to destroy the government of all other cities and towns, by frightening them into sur
renden, or makjng a precedent for judgment against them; and it hath taken such ef
f.ct, that the term of almost .11 those bodies politick is illegally changed, and the cities 
and towns brought to such a forlorn estate, that they ltave no magistrates or ofiicers. 
but at the king's wiIJ and during his pleasure. . 

As there is an actual subversion of the freedom of the government of the cities and 
towns, the tenure of their magistrates, and their free customs being utterly destroyed. 
and those that now exercise the magistracies therein being incapable to chuse freely 
and indifferently, and to return legally' memiJers for parliament, so there are continual 
attempts upon the personal freedom and indifferency of all the electors for parliaments 
throughout the kingdom. 

Hi. majesty bas personally solicited, and attached .0 onany of them by hi. smiles 
and. frowns in secret, to accept of such for th~ir deputies in parliament a8 Will comply 
with his designs, that his closeting' electors i~ become a bye-word amongst the peo
pIe: He has made them consent to be blnred of their freedom in eit'cting for parlia
me,nt, and in voting therein •. .!f they he chosen, to be a test of their fitness to hold 
their offices and employments of profit and trust, and to have place in the magistracy. 

The three questions to tbat purpos6 are known to all, which his majesty's ministers 
required to be answered by the juptlces of the peace and all other officers. 

The lord lieutenants of all the counties, by the king's special command, have ,um
moned the 'chief officers Klld gentlemen in.,his m,\jesty's name, to floltlf'r or terrlty them 
out of the use of their freedom in electing for parliament; and marks. of the king's dl&-o 

pleasure have heen pu. upon those that resolved to keep their freedom and indifferen
cy, to elect worth~ and fit de-puties according to their judgments and consciences. 

An unheard-of so" of commissioners, as to their qualities and instructions, ar .. e lately 
sent from his majesty throughout England, to delude or afthght the .electors iuto a 
choi~e of such members. for a convention, (to be cal1ed a parliament) as will engage to 
serve his designs of abolishing all t~se ancient laws ano tesli that are the only human 
securities of the 'free profession of our religion, and the clearest authoritative declara .. 
tions of the rights of the crown and the liberties .01' the people. 

There need not be plainer proofs, that the axe i. laid tp ~e root of our civil go
vernment, as the most certain way to introddce the laws and religion of Rome. Yet, 
to .co~vince tbe whole world iq, tbis matter, liis majesty has publilhed a second ·de ... 
claratlOn, wherein he has positively declared hi. mind, th •. t noue,ought to be employed 
under him ;n the kingdomJ who will not contribute to thea.: his designs, and chuse 8uch 
members of parliament as m.ydo their part to finish ... bat ~~ bas begun. He has pro
nounced all that shall refu.e it t'o be neither good Christians rror lovers of their coun
try's wealth and power; and he declare., that he bas begua hi, intended fo~nt of go-

• , Not.e, th.~ the king" practice of dOitting m~mben ofpartiament.as the tame a. U'I no. for electora... 
.. m the KInS', &toyd Dr.Jara\ioo for Liberty of Comcieoce. April 27. 1688\:.....0"". Noh,. 
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vernment suitable to those principles, having turned out, by his absolute will, many ci~ 
\11 and military officers throughout the kingdom. in pursuance of this great work. 

This puts it out of disilute. that his majesty t.llinks he ought not to suffer any free 
election for parliament, whilst there are such numbers of faithful protestants to contest 
fo~the elections, who cannot in conscience contribute to the work he has begun; that 
i~ upon pretence of liberty or conscience to allow his majesty to surrender unto the 
p~pe the rights and freedom of the crown and the kingdom, or to acknowledge that 
the people of Englalld ought, by the laws of God and Christ, to be subjected to the 
thurch of Rome's laws and jur_ctions in their person, and great part of tl!eir estates .. 
That tne popeoand his priests _ canonists should judge them by their canolls, in the 
lawfutnes.!l of their marriage.$. and contracts, and legitimate or bastard their heirs as they 
please; that the disposal of their goods and c!jaltels by their last wills, their debts 
about tythes, and their good names and bodies on pretence of penances, should be in 
their power and will. • 

This is the work begun by his majesty, which dishonour. and deba.es the English 
iQlperial crown, and subverts the native freedom and the civil properties and interests 
of Engli.hmeQ. 

Th~se are the proper matters and occasions of most of our penal Jaws in matters ec· 
clesiastical, to prevent the fraud aad danger-of holy pretences for such unrighteous at~ 
tempts against our natural and civil propt!rties. 

Our penal laws are to punish offenceI' agamst the civil governmp.nt and human so
ciety. though they be about. matte" ecclesiast.ical : the subjects of EDgiand cannot pre~ 
tend to be exempted from them, be<.aute of their consciences, any otherwise than they 
Dlay wickedly claim to be free from tht; penallaws.against felonies and murders, if they 
shall plead that they robbed dr killed according to their conscience,. 

HIS majesty's avowed intent and endeavours are to'\free lhe emissaries of Rome's 
priests and papists from the punishments and dangers oNhose Our penal laws, against 
lIuch manifest attempts upon the freedom, rigJ;itl. and propertIes of the realm; that his 
new~rcctcd popi!:lh colleges, his CODvents of monksfhis four provincial bishops, and his 
nUTJlerou~ priests, may bt authorized by him,·wjthoy~ ferce of laws, to maintain the 
church of Rome's canORsoto be of greater 8¥t.hority thah the laws of the realm; to de· 
clare all the power of magistracy in protestants hands to be unlawful, and all right and 
title to thf:tr estates forfeited to the papists, by their being prot~stants; to own and jus
tify dispensations from Home, ..... Ith their obedience to an such laws of the realm as the 
p'ope alld his prit'sts dislike; and professroJy to hold communion with the church of 
Rome, the IOrench king, and aU foreign papists, that der:lare themselves mortal enemies 
to the religion and power of the protestants. to contrhoe with them the suppression or 
extirpation of them out of the realm. • 

This work hIS majisty hath so far begun, that he hath suspended and Slopped the 
execution of the .. ~1 laws against all these high crimes, some whereof the anCient va· 
pists 01 this kingdum maclc capital; and he declares all such protestants as will not help 
to finish it, not to be qualified as Christillns or Englishmen for any employment in the 
kingdomJ and therefure least of. all to be members of.parliamento Hereby his majesty 
attempts to confine tfle electors in their choice to s,p 5mall a party, that he allows them 
not tbe choice of one of forty whom our laws make eapable of being elected for parlia
ment; the number is 80 s.mall (plofessed papists excepted,) out of which his will is to 
have ~em~N of parlia~~pt chosen, that our laws will judge it no choice if h~ can irn~ 
pose hIS Will ...... the. kingdom, as he hath declared it. 

Here?y your b~bo •• se. may be satisfied that our case is drplorable l it seem. Dot suf
fiCient tor our popllh eoemies to seek the abolition of all our ,ancient penal laws, that 
are not. agreeable to ~Ote new-iDveD~d doctrine. and pernitious ractices of the prc~ 
seot church of a<>me. which the peDal .tatutes shew to have been rbborred by "ur an-
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cient Englilh • papists, but their design is to destroy the constitution and form of the 
free government of the kingdom, from whence arose all those penal laws against th~ir 
churchts, proud domination, and t~eir usurpation of the r.ights of the crown and the 
wbole realm. , 

Tbey know by our histori .. ~nd records, th~t the f~ parliament always made .the 
complaints from age to age against their pernicIous claims of power over our ktngs, 
our laws our courU of judiCature, and their judgments; aDd against ttfeir etactioDS, 
impositi:ms. frauds, .nd delusions (If thereop'e, with their aupel.'stitiou8 folly, where· 
by they gained a 'third of the revenues 0 England, _drew 10 much money to Rome, 
that the)!. impnverilhed, and almost ruined the kin~ , 

They are senBibl. thaI they have been able to eosIne to the pope and priests several 
of the 8rea- English kings, that they could prevail with tb. kiag for licences and 
pardons to them to transgrels tbe laws that the parliament madet to preserve the sub- . 
Jc;PLS' rights and properties, and that the parliament only" caused Dew Jaws to be made 
for declaring such Jlicences, djspensationst and pardons of the king void and null. 

They know tbat they bave persuaded .everal of the kings, that the pope could a"
solve their conscience from aU obligation by the laws, and from agree~lents, promises, 
and oaths to their kingdom,4 tp maintain their great cha'rt.ers, and all their laws and li~ 
berties; and thott they prevailed upon one.ofthem to resign the Skingdom entirely to 
the pope, and to bold it of bim by rent; and they understand tbat tbo people, in free 
parliament ooly, made and declared all . such di$penutioD5 and resignations void and 
null, and justly' rel\uired tbo •• kings to renew their oaths to the kingdom, to preserve 
their liberti .. ; all!i scorned (with indignatioP),th. pope's demands- of bis pretended 
rent for the kingdom, declaring, th,t their king> had no such patrimonial right in the 
kin~dom, to subject it to aoy powers on e.arth. 

1: hey cannot hope that a fre~·chosen representative o( tbis kingdom caD suffer such 
a delusion to be put upon t,lwIII,- to he persuaded that due Christian liberty of consci
ence requires them either to all.ow the foreign Romish laws or canoDs, to cootest for 
power and place with the law. of Mlliand, or 'to suff'er any oftbe suhjeels of England 
openly to profess themselves, .. h~ir persons, marriages, or estates, to be subject to any 
foreigner'S jurisdiction; and to depend on .their authQrity, offiees, and IanC"tions, and 
the exercise of them, for their eternal salvation, (which is, in trutht to renOUl)ce their 
subjection to Englaod"or to own and avow to have the nearest union and commu~ 
uion with forcignerl, that opertly profefls ,themsclvea mortal enemie-s to more than a hun.. 
dred to oDe of the whole realm, and to be bound ill conscience to seek their sl\ppres
sion or destruc1.ion. 

Tbey <annot think,that a free Eogli'h parliament sbould not always know, that no 
' doctrines of Jeau Christ ever destroy~d or cbanged the natural and civil right of any 
person or nation; or allowed, that any part of the people of a free country should COf
respond with, or depend upon the declared enemy ()f the far grea~part of it; they 
have therefore resolved to ov~rtum the very foundation of our 'Civtl government, the 
p~ople'. [riC<! choice of their deputies for parliament, that there may never be a free 
partian,eDt more in tbe kingdom, I"bich i. a plot much worse than tbeir gun,pnwder 
treason. 

, 5f:e &be grin-OUt complainlot of the Common. in 25 Edw. Ill. 4. Pcov~, and.6 J\icb. n. s. 17 Ed •• 
JII. , 

:0 See Parliament Roll, ... Hen. lV. 1 Hen. V. 
, See tbe Statutes, ~ H tll, V. Statutet, 4, '1. Heo, IV. 8 . 
• So the pope abIolnd Hen. III. A.nci Ed •• I. frOill their o8th to keep the ,real. charter. 
s Kin~ lohn laadc. 

IS See ib\~1l Part. 4O1 Ell\f .. IU. bum. 8. rot. ct.u.s. 3 Edw. I. talb King Juhr', cbafM'f, and gralll8ll to 
tbe pore !'i+.},Wljust aOf fllrceieae charter, tinct burnt._OI1}. Note" 
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It seems they think it .afest as y("t, to keep a shadow of elections for their tntended 
conventIOn, by forml11g bodies po.Jitick of citie~ and towns, to. name o~ return whom 
the king pl~aHC's , and by the specIous nRllle of liberty of conSCience, With promises of 
fa\'our and t~nl'ats o!' rlisplea5ure. ~o deceive or affrigh ~ .the other eltctors. to accept of 
those.for their deputies that the klDg' shall offer; but It this attempt upon the prime 
fundamental of our whole civil government shall be 8uft~rerl. the kipg may hereafter 
with as mach jaatice, law, and rea)on, call whom be pleaaeth, from any parts of th~ 
kingdom, to consult wi~h , and in the name, and under pretence of their.advice.·change 
our laws and customs, impost taxes, and alter at his pleasure the' sllcces.i9ft of the 
CroWD. • 

We must with sorrow shew your highness, that they have so far prosecuted this their 
design against our government, that they have rendered it impossible to have a legal 
free parliament elected and returned, in the present state,of the cities and boroughs, the 
sh.erifts and officers, anu the coItdition of the electors, great numbers of them are quite 
qarred of their freedom and indifferency to elect, which our law requires, by the decla~ 
red displeasure of the king, and the threatened and certain loss of their offices and em
ployments and benefits, if they accept not of such for their trustees 8S have unworthily 
resoh'ed or promised to "'Vote against our established laws, as the king will have them, 
Without hearing the reaSODS about them by the kingdom jJl parliament; and, as we 
believe, witbout knowing the intent and purpose of tfle laws they promise to abro
gate. 

'Tis not now pracllr.able to bave the le~\ free consent of the kingdom unto the ma· 
king or repealing of any Ia.ws, (without which they- cannot be ohligatory,) until there 
be a just restoration of the customs and lilierties of the cities and boroughs, which have 
been ,lIegally and treacherously surrendered, or undury wrested trom t.hem, and legal 
magistrcltes shall be duly chosen to execute writs for elefiilions and make reLurns, un
til there be a revocd.tiou of the kmg's terrifying declaratiori\ef the unfitness for parlia
ment, and publick employment of all that will noti,elp to Iini8h hi, great work begun, 
of destroying all our penal laws, for preventing the pQpish practices against !he rights 
of the crowlI and the realm. ' . • 

Nor uutll there be an absolute renunciation .. of all the promises, engagemf'nts, and 
subscriptions of the.elec tors of parliament, taken by hi. majesty's otders, and-ministers 
to restram their freedom and indlfferency in their electionS. Thus .he cunning and rna
lic.:e of oilr popish adversaries IJd.ve ~ut off all our legal means of reliefby the free com
mon.'counpls of the kingdom, whilst they lay close siege to take OUt bodies and souls 
cal,tl ve. - _ 

We need not remember your highne.ses that tI,ese attemptrl nnd endeavours to sub· 
vert our liberty in our religion and government, is a part of that ge.lleral desjgn that 
was formed and concluded 00 many year" since, in tne moa.&: secret councils of the po~ 
pish princes, chiefly managed by ,the J~suits, to root out of all Europe tbe profession of 
the protestant reformed religion. ancj the people's libertieo, 

We will not mention tbe notorious actuapprosecutioDS of that popish resolution in 
se\'eral kingdoms aDd dominions, ~ nor the treacherous f$J.seoe3s of thole princ~s in. 
their treatieS, ogreemenlrt. and oaths, nor the opp", .. i..: •• . bloodshed, and all kinds of 
unrrghteouan ... that have tieen practised by them. in 'order to that geoeral great de 
sign. _ 

The instance aione"f the French king i. enough to be'Damed in.tead of all, because 
he hath owned anel published'to tbe 1"hole world hi. part in that design, and by com 

• Now. that Cromwt:tI took upoD him sucb a power, to tend (or men by 11is ~dte", witbo\lt elec:~olJ, nnd 
caUed them. pariramen\, and ftlVe IacblJ aad illtended to Have ehllUlopil.hc .ucceulOn.t the crown to bll owo"fa .. 
mill'. if Ihole his creatures couldh.,. .,reed .ith hMO. • 

.. nat '" in France, tbe dukedom of a.yor, tbe kinadom of Polaud. and many othen.-10rig. Nor«I: 
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pilTing the violences, banishments, and murders done ,upon, the pr.otestants ~l the san~c 
time. by other popish princes, (as the.¥ were able). with his publJc confessIOns of hl~ 
long.)aid design, we may make a true Judgment of the whole. 

The }~rench kinO', by his edict' of 16~!t hath declared, that he entered into that deM 
sign from lI{s comj~g to the cr.oWll; and it appears ~Y the e? iet ~ then preparecJ. and 
agreed by his council, of eon5Cle~ce,. th1!t all h~s renewed, edicts In th,e pr~testants fa· 
vour his ackDowledgtng and reglttnng 1U parliament their great serf'ltes h,r hlln , and 
his advancement of many of them to the hlghe.8L dignities, D:lilitary and civil, in his. 
kingdom, were d~1De to Aatter ~nd d.eceive ~hem; ~e cai~s ~od to be witness of his dc~ 
signs and reeo\uttona at that time, to abolish their relrglon by degtees, lind that he 
only attended hi. fit opportunity for that great work, as ·tis called· by our king, and 
by that edict. . 

In that in~erim of his sterning kindness to the protestants, anrl solemn professions 
to them and 'some 'Of the protestant princes, for their bbserving faithfully the law and 
edict ,of Nantz, that was like the French protestants ~reat charter; there were all po~. 
sible secret contrlYances and practices to prepare for that great wOl'k, especially ill f.ng .. 
land, that hath long been the head of the ",[ormed religion. and the chief terror of the 
French king and the popish world; he shewed his fear of the people of England when 
he barbarously banished his n~w majesty, and the late king, in their distress, rather 
than displease Crom~ell; he theretore applieo his principal councils and endea\'ours to 
di8lract and weaken tbe protestants of 'Engtaod, and to persuade aud assist the Jate 
kiog covertly to increase ud strengthen the popish party; ' for that end, his dearest 
confesso!', the jesuit Le Chaiz, was ordered to correspond with Mr Coleman, that was 
then secrdary to his now majest.y, and the letters,' confessed by him before thousands, 
shewed that the matter fZro sed was to root out of the world the prutt'stant reli~ion, 
under the name of the nor ern her(sy; and h:n times more of the particulars ot that 
wretched design had ap red, if all Mr Coleman'8 latest letters for two years and 2. 

half, tbat were brougbt to Wllitehtll, and many culled out of the rest, had not been 
there suppressed, and kept from the sight of the parliament; Jet Mr Colp.man on his 
trial con(idently 8\'owed, before all the people, that design of subverting 1J1C protest· 
ant religion, and that he was only a subordinate minister in.it. 

It app ... rs by those letters that the french king'o money was to manage that work. 
aDd the letters brought into parliament by the now Lord Montag.e, acknowledged by 
the late kin~to'be writtelt by hil ord~r, prove to t,lle world that the late king was con
tent to become tile French king's prnllloner, for five hundred thousand pound per an
num, to keep oft' the mioeting of parliaments. ': We had then discovered the increase of 
popery. and tbe danger of tbe prot.atanl religion; and had t.hercupon formed the par
Hameat's test, aud were preparing other 'laws for security against the popish deaign1. 

It hath ,110 beet> manifo., to the world, that all kind of devices and artifice; that 
the jesuits councils could invent. were, abou't tl\e same lears, used to pervert the t~ith 
and religion of the united provinces, or to betray ~hem illto .the I"rench king'! power 
or at least a depeDflence upon him. ., ' 
. 'Ti. now'uotorious to the .wprld that an agreement..wa. made between the French 
king and·hiaiate majesty of. England, to .ubdu~ aud divide tlJOse pro,inds, that they 
might no tuore be ... ,lher a .upport or refuge fof the protestant •. We crave pardon for 
our boldn,;,,, that we humbly. appeal to your highn ..... whether )our integrity and 
constancy 1Q the !'I"testant rebg>OD, and your fidelity to ~our country's Ireedom, were 

, That edict of 1685 iJ wonby to be ftad bf every true prolMtant. '. 
~ 'TI~ til to HIe ill \hat, edICt p~V&kd, '., its publbbect, tI}e opiQioll they bale of prottliotants that they are 

deemed, uncapaole of h.vlYI aD)' "1M 1.0 c~ the belltJit of the tnatiel, prum", or oath. made to them by 
tlle papllta. ,I 

I 'See 1ft Coleman'~Leltm iD priot, publitbed by tbe parliament's comraand.-Orig. Noltl. 
S 
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not, about those y~ar!, vainly a~tackrrl bv those two kin~s, ,or at.teast by one of them; 
aoCl whether the piety, gener?Slty, and, brave scorn ,and mdlgnatlon expressed at their 
proposals, did not. fi,x an enmity In their hearts against you, the effects whereof you 
have suffereo ever 'mce. 

H,e world hath al.o seen the., effects of the French king', prosecution of the 'arne 
tlesign to take away· the support of the protestant interest, by his pensions to the chief 
men of t~e kingdom of Sweden, and to such a, he could prevail with in the court of 
Brandenburg, and all other princes courts that adhere to the protestant iuterest. 

Yet the ~hief of, his expence was upon our late king and his ministers and 1:;Ounsel .. 
lors, who concurred in all the secret practices and contrivances to weaken the power 
of the protestantS-, and to suffer the greatness, glory, and terror of the I'rench )tmg to 
be advanced; but he durst never openly and avo\fedly join with him in the great work 
agaillst t.he protestant religion, fur fear of his protestant subjects, he havingxleluded 
them with so many·solemn protestations of his faitbfulness to their religion and their 

·liberty. .. 
,he French king found, by experience, that the parliaments had prevailed with our 

king to break all the measures that they had taken together for the destruction of the 
united provinces, by obliging him to a st'para.te peace with them, which had forced 
him to let fall his then spreading plumes, ana: in crafty ways to' seek aQd solicit a 
truce; and therefore he durst not, during our 'king's jife, put in execution his great 
work that he declares had been so long in his heart, that by torments, murders, and 
all sorts of baruarous cfllelties, to oppress the professors and profession of the r.form
ed religion, and entirely to raze and exppnge the memory of it, as his edicts and his 
practices now declare to be his intentiol\S. • 

The French king durst not throw off bis disguitie and shew himself to be like a ra· 
ving wolf to his protestant su~jects, until our now king ~d publickly espoused the po· 
pish design. which he had, together with him, lon~ prose'a-",teo in the dark, and until 
he had begun to invade the protestants liberties abd securities, his putting the military 
powers into p()pish hands, and to dem;md the parliament's consent to a law, (which 
they refused) to authorizt! him to makt! his papists the gUi,rdians of the protestant reli· 
gion and Ii Yes. • 

The Frellch king then knew that ,the people of England were in no capacity to in
terpose in behalf of his protestant subjects, however he should destroy them; and, as 
hi~ edict says, being by the truce.,without fear .of disturbance, he eutirely applied him .. 
self to tw,e great design; he sent his draMoons,to d~troy the poor protestants goods, and 
to torment their bodies with more cruelty and ,"humanity tpan evel' was p.raclised since 
the creation; he resolved, for his glory, (as. his clergy told him) "to shew himself the 
first aud mosl iHustriou\ of the churcu's children, ,and the. extirpater of the protestant 
here,y," which they told him was a more solid and immortal title than he acquirP.d by 
aU hi. triumphs. ' .. 

He then pres.ented that work of .extirpation, as Saul ina to strange countries, breath. 
ing out threatnings amfslaughter; he seht to the Duke of Savoy, and, as that court 
compJain" J>Cf8uaded and frighted that prince into a plost unchristian alld bloody de
cree, to compel the nA>s1. ancient protestants· in the valli.es of Piedmont to turn .papists 
forthWith; and they being faithful. to (heir l'eligioD.· that edict was pursued by the help 
of hIS dragool\,S, and the harmle .. protestants tormeDted aDd murdered more cruelly 
tban the 'Yor8,t ~ vermine.1S or serpents, until, they weft~ ul~erly destroyed, ~nd tht.ir 
c~untry glvell to.the pep's!s. That court of Savoy see,ms stdl .. hamc:d' of that hOrrid 
Wickedness, a,ud says. for their excuse, "that the French kmg declared he would root 

f See the relstioR. or it ~nted. 1 s~ I,>r Burnot',le,ter {rom his penonal enquiry.-Orig. Not~4 , 
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out those protestants by hi. own force, and possess the country, if the duke would pot 
have a!sisted therein." . 

The suppreseion of the protestants o~ England hath beeD ah~ars esteemed the prm
cipal part of the popish .d~jgn, t~ eXbrp~te the protesta.nt ~t·hgto~. R!lci therefore all 
the Romith councilsJ policies, and Jndustncs; their coqsplraClf'S, Pt?lsonmg, and ~ssa
Crt! have been long employed about it, and have perfectly gamed OUT now kmg to 
serv~ their design ; they have ullited him ~'th the French kill.!, ~bat "their conjoined 
councils, treasures, and strength, may fiDish ~ht" wark of hrl11gmg England to the 
oberliencd' of their church. 'TIS many ways eVident that bo~h the kmgs are uncler the 
like conduct, and our king pJOceeds in the same roethods agalnst us wherein the French 
king hath been successful, to destroy the prote!ltanls ot hiD kiug~Jom. lll~ tirst at~ 
tempt is to subvert our civil government and 1a"",8. amI th~ frteuom and being of our 
parliaments, just as the'French king first invaded the supreme I~gal authority ot'Fl'ance' 
which was ves~d in the assembly of f's tates, from wllom alone he now derh'es his 
crown, Our king. in if!litation of his brother of Fr~nce. stri\'es. to hn,ng all.the offices ' 
and magi,tracy of the kmgdom, that were leg:all>: 01 the people s choIce, to be solely 
and immediately deptndlOg <In h .. absoluq, WIll lor thm bem!!" whether they .f1se by 
our common law, or he in.,tituted by statutta or charters. He endeavours, by various 
artifices. to bring the disposal of all tne properties and estates of tht' people, and their 
live. and liberties, to be at his mere wHI, by a perversion of the instituted course of 
our juries, and by)udges and a chancello~ fit fur that, purpose, and ev~ry moment de
Fendetlt on his win; he seeks to make hIS proclamatlOlls' and declarations to have as 
much power over our laws as the ":rench king's erlicts: and. after ~is e.xample, he es
tablisheth a mercerlary army, to master and s\lbdlie the I>eople to hIS wll1. 

If he can prevail in these things to overturn the civil government, then the liberty 
of the protestant profession aJ!d of conscience in all form., however seemingly settled 
by llim, will bt: precariousAnd he may as easily ddtroy it as the French king hath 
abolilihed the irrevocable edicts! tre~ies, or laws of his kingdom, confirmed by his 
oath. which were as good secunt, to those protestants as any Magna Charta that our 
king .. 'an make for us, or an)' act of a conventiOn w.ith the name of a parliament which 
is possible for him to hold in the stale unto which he hath reduced the ki.qrdom, 

Our king hath the ume French copy, by which he writ, 8ssuring1.he protestants of 
grace and clemenc), A1ving them promises of equaL liberty of consCience with his pa
pists, i~ preferr!n~ unto OffiC~8 a~d employments t.hote wh,om ~e resolves to ~uppress 
and rUID, prevehtlllg the eXFCutlOn of law.,8. and lJ1 allowlOg liberty of conscience jn 
some notions,~anci the outwa.rd forms of wOl'6hip in the'Christian religion, pro\,jded al
yra .... :s. that t~y have: no regard or conscience t'o~ the ~ubst~nce of C~lrist's religion in 
Ju:;t!ce and rtghteousnesB, nor stumbJe at tomplylDg With 111m. or asslstmg him in the 
highest crimE'S ~g~inst Je:su, ,Chri~t. ~Y invading the rights and libertIes of the king
dom, and 8SS1111l1ng a forc,bl,e dJ>ml,natlOn to oppress whom he 'Pieases, which is a sub
version of the very foundatwm of Justice aDd loye anwngst men, and by con~t:quence 
of tbe religion preached and established by Chri,t. '. 

These matt .... of fact are sdf-eyidenCC51 and cJearlylbew, that our grie.YOua oppres
.ion, by our Icing, are the elfecte o(tbe united council. of the porish iDterest, whereof 
the French klDg IS I"" c1uet: That the coDspi",cy against 11'\10, religion , and liberty 
that nnw appear~ ID England, compl'lses all the protestant princes .. cd .tates in Eu
r?pe;, England" odly firs' &ltacked, as tbe principal fo~tl'e', of the,proie.tant profe.
Slon, If tbe three k,"gd~n .. ~f England, Sootland, and Ireland' cm 'be reduced IDto the 
pattern of tbe French klDg, In go.ernment and religion, and tb •• trength of them be 
umted agllnst a~y smgje prottstant .8~te .or p~in~e they shall think tit to assault, if 
they can, by artlne •• , keep the re51 dIVIded, whl~h will not be hird lor them for there 
i. little hope of any ~ong defence of sucb a .tale. ' 



Hutorical Tract .. 

The French king seems not unwilling to have it knolVD, that the popish design i. 
general against all profession of the protestant religioD, though especially against 
England' he hath allowed the Bishop of Cosn'll't's speech to him at Versailles, in 
1685 to be published, who waa authorized to be the mouth of the clergy of that king
do",; he magnifies the king tor suppressing the protestants of his own kingdom, and 
asks what they may not yet expect; England, saitb he, is ju.t oifering to your majesty 
one of tIle moit glorious occasions that you can de,ire; the king of En~land, by the need 
which he will have ofsucconr, and of the 8UppOfL of your arms to malDtain him in the 
catholick fai.th, will make you quickly find occasion to give a protectioll wholly of 
yourself. We'know very wolI, before the French clergy declared it by that bishop, 
that the same head that contrived the perversion or destruction of 80 many millions of 
the protestants in that kingdom, designed the ruin of the English religion and liberty; 
but it surprised us to see th~t speech published by the French king's authority, and 
·that our king should suffer the translation of it to pa .. freely in Englaud, and througb 
the world. We thought it beneath the majesty of a king of England to be content 
that hi. subjects should be told, that he was to come under the protection of a king of 
France, over whose kings and kingdom his ancestors had so often triumphed; bu~ it 
seems nothing is to be esteemed inglorious that may serve the general popish desIgn 
of extirpating the protestant profession. 

We need not put your highness in mind, that the same speech acknOWledges, that the 
popish councils and conspiracy against England intend the like ruin to the religion 
and freedom of the United Provinces; that bishop tells the killg, that he hath under
took the conquest of new countries theJe to re-establish the prelacy, the religious wor
ship, and the altars j that Holland and Germany have been the theatre; of his victories, 
only that Christ might triumph there, that is, that the papi,ts might trample upon 
the protestants and their relj~on; aDd this he speaks, lis he says) in the very spirit of 
the church, and signifies their hopes of success a~ainstbte poor protestants to be un
bounded, saying, " What may we not yet expe~t r" 

We must freely cODfess, we were too slow to belit!ve this desperate popish plot against 
the whole protestant profession, and in our particular case, we have been deluded with 
our king's promises to protect and maintai'h our religion, our laws. and government, 
UJltil we see the~ all undermined, and the train laid to blow them uP. by a packed 
convention of men pre· engaged, perverted or corrupted, to serVe th~ king'. will and de
signs, that shall assume the namt of parliament; we were not utterly insensible of the 
danger of OlJr liberty in our religion and our govtrnment, from the time his now rna. 
jesty declared his late majesty to have been a papist; hut who saw, that by their secret 
conjoined councils, they had not beeD able to prevent the making some laws to secure 
the protestants, by excluding papists from our- parliaments, and all offices and em· 
ployments; and we hoped that our king's life would not be sufficient to overtun. by 
degrees, (as they had begun to proceed) the excellent foundations of our civil govern
ment, nor to extingui.!' the clear light o{ the truths of Chri~t professed in our religion; 
a~d we were assured, that :your highnesses minds were clearly enlightened in .the doc
tnnes of'the protes\int reltgion. and adorned and I\:complished with all Christiall and 
royal Virtues fit to pbs .... the highest throne. 

~hereupon we encouraged each other to suffer with patience his majesty's attempt, 
agamst Our laws and libettie" pre.uming that vour highnesses would ere long be au 
joyful deliverera. to the everlasting conlusion ofthe popish desi~s "gainst our govern 
ment and religion, and to the vindication of the innocency 01 tlie protestant martyrs 
in all tbe kiogdOllls of Europe. , . 

But as your. higbl>~ were tbe greatest objects of our eartbly hopes, 80 the thought. 
of her royal h •. gboe ... IOcceaaion to 'he crown, in conjunction with your highne .. 's 
virtues and mIlitary prow .. and magnanimity, were matters <f the greatest horror 
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and dread to .11 the popish cou,:,cils of Europe; they have therefore ~pp1i .. d themselves 
to various consultations; sometimes It hath been proposed by hIS majesty s power, with 
a parliament, by the deluding n~me8.of Libe!ty of Conscience, an,d a Magna C.h~rta 
therein, to fetter your highness 1.11 your accessIOn to the crOWD, With ~uch condltl~ns 
as were obtained in parliament In the cases of Queen~ Mary and . Elizabeth ; wHich 
they hoped to .treng.hen, by his majesty's putting the rapi,t. into PQ .. e~!ion 'If all the 
strength and authori.ty. of the kingdom, u~ited with at the. power of the French klOg, 
that your quiet admiSSion to the th!one might not b~ possible, tmless you 8ho~ld sub· 
mit unto aod depend upon the papists, and the conditIons that they should Impose; 
but they found it of greater difficulty than they at first im.gined~ to .get a parliament 
that would join with his majesty in such a project against your highnesses; therefore 
some of the more cautious papists, of considerable fortunes, stumbled at the absolute 
force of a mercenary army, and the French power to put a force upon the heiress of 
the crown; they propounded, that hi. majesty should rather try ~he force uf his pater
nal power with her royal highness, and use aU the arguments of mterest to mduce h.er 
either to change her sentiments in her religioll, or at least to moderate her thouglits 
concerning them, and incline her to concur in their full liberty. 

If such endea\'ours should be hopeless, that then your highnesses should be at least 
prevaiJed with to declare your consents to his majesty's declaration for liberty of con
science, and your concurrence in his desires to a parliament for the repeal of all the pe
nal laws in matters ecclesiastical and the test. ~ 

It was presumed, that your highnesses might have been persuaded, that the Jaws 
suspended and dispensed with by his majesty Were only two or three laws against the 
protestant dissenters holding their cflDventicJes; and some laws made since the Reforma
tion only to compel papists bereat penalties to come to church, and to keep their 
priests out of the kingdom; • d it was hoped, that your highnesses compassion to all 
Christians, and a tenderness or the lilierty of consciences, would have moved you, 
without further examination, to have complied with his majesty's request. 

It was believed your highnesses 'woulq never have enquired after the penaJ Inws in 
matters ecclesiastical, made hy the ancient papists many hundred years since, against 
the horrid invasions by the Romish church; on the rites of the crown Cl-ud realm, where .. 
by they had impoverishtd, enslaved, and almost ruined the kingdom; nor that your 
highnesses would Rave understood, that the king hath opened a return to all those 
wicked practices of that popish church, and that the fepeal of those law, would ,ettle 
them. • . ' 

It was supposed that your highnesses bad not known, that the penal laws in mat .. 
ters ecclesiastical contain most of the clearest authoritati ve declarations that are extant 
in any records of the rights of the English crown, of the form and constitution of our 
govern~cnt, and. of the rights and liberties of the $upject; the church of Rome's claims, 
u~urpatlon, an.d mtolerable abuses and oppres.sions, ~aving put a necessity upon th.c 
kmgs ill}(~ par~Jame~ts to make th~se deciara"ons of ~aw, . that are now aOClent eVI-
cl~n~es 0, .the I~hentances of th~ kmgs and people, of Inestimable value. • 

It was Imagmed that your hlgfmesses would not have discerl1ed the consequences 
of a general repeal of the penal laws ill matters ecclesiastical, that by enacting only 
his majesty'~ declaration, (as he propounds there) would ht: tl~e most absolute and com
plete establishment of popery that the Romish church can wish . All the canons, or 
laws of the church of Rome, shall then have greater legal force in England than they 
have had In fh'e hundred yean past; and all her authorities andjunsdictions over Our 
persons. and estates will be in the same manner legal, by ancient usage and approved 
b~ parhament, a. ever t\Jey ~ere heretofore in England; part of Magna Charta itself 
wtll be. repealed, that. make •• t penal to .uch .s' the prie.t ,hall delude to give their 
lands to rt'ligious ho 'SfS. 

There "(as· such a ~oDfideDcc of deceiving your highnesse., and obt~ining your con. 



HidoriCilI Tracls. 35 

sent to the repeal ,of t'!e penal laws, that the priests spread a rumo~r that you had 
"gr<ed, alld that h,lS majesty understood ~ou well there!n ; a false Jesuit had the impu_ 
dence to whisper It as a secret, that t~eJr genelal design could no~ ~Iscarry, seeing 
they were secretly assured, that the Prince of Orange would concur In It, when it was 
seasonable to declare himself.. 

We were certain o~ the false!le3s ~f th,?,e Tumours, some. of U5 k~owing of applica_ 
tions t)1at w~te contrived by hIS majesty I order to your highness In that matter j and 
we were much lIurprised, when a friend of ours at Whitehall told one of us, about the 
end of August last., that the rumours of your highnesses concurring with· his majesty 
were suddenly hushed j and that he heard a whisper, that it was said with much an
ger, that your nighnes8es were obstinate in your errors, and thought to make yourse}vea: 
popular with the church of England, and he wpuld trouble himself no more with you 
but you should repent it. ' 

Some few of us, who had often conferences, concluded, that the king had changed 
his measures, but could not imagine what was designed to ofter to a parliament, in (ieu 
of a protestant successor's consent, to oblige them to repeal the penal laws desired by 
his majesty. It was Dot long before we heard it muttered that the queen was with 
child, and then the papists began to triumph, and the priests gave out boldly, that it 
would set aside her royal highness's right to the 8uccession, though it were a daughter; 
and ignorautly and impudently affirmed. that if the queen bad a daughter born after 
the king came to the crOWD, it ought to succeed betOre a daughter born when he was 
but a duke i but none but the papists gave any credit to the reports that she was with 
child i and the fable of the Duchess o~ Modena's request in heaven or purgatory, and 
the Lady of Loretto's helping her to caneeive a SOfl, for the .ake of a tine present, made 
all but the papists believe it a mere invt:ntion of the priests, whatever should ensue. ~ 

I Dryden, u poet IlurelL, and a caLbolic c~mvert, .. Iutel the iura~s: 

And again, 

Hail, son 'CJf prayer. f by holy violence. 
Drawn (rom heaven-

By prayen the mighty blessinl; wa. implored. 
To prayen wa' granted and by prayers re.tored • 

.Brita""i" Rtd;T!jf)tJ. 

But the truc-blue rrntcltant poet, who \-rote the toUowing lampoon upon the tbanlugiving appointed fur the 
quecu'lI \':ooct'ption, wa,lest courtly :-

/ . 
Ye cat.bnlick at.ltesmen and churcbmen, rejoice. 
And prail6 heaven's goodnen with b&rt and with voice ; 
NODe greater on euth or in heaven than ahe. 
Some say abe'a u'gdod as the best o( the three: 

• Her miracle. bold 
, • Were (amcftJa ot old, 

But I. braver .than thi, was Duer yet told; 
",i, pity that rVt!ry catholic living • 
l1ad nllt beard on', before the last day..ot tBank"iving. 

, II, 
In Lombardy land great Modena', duehe .. 
W ... Idatcb·d (rom her empire by death'l cruel clutches; 
\\'ben to Heaven Ibe came, «(or thither sbe went,) 
Each angel received ber with joy and content ; 

On ller kneel ~be fell down, 
• Before the bright throne, 

And.})q:j'd .that God1 mother would grant her. boon, 
" GI .. !:.n&l&Dd. aon in lobit cribcal polot 

To put little Otanp'l DOM ou.t of joUlt." J 
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The .tory of it shewed it to be of the lineage of the »Opish legend., and wu a matter 
of laughter and derision amongst the people, and a snbJect for poets lampoon., which 
were .0 common, tba.t tbey were in \fhitehall itself, and no doubt they came to the 
knowledge of his majesty, and most of hiS court. The more senous protestants pre
sentlyapprehended, thata supposititious son was de.igned 10 aba~e your highne.ses gr.-
ing reputation and power; all the protestants of Europe then Justly looking ul'0~ her 
royal highness a. heiress apparent to tbe EDgh.~ crown, and your hlgbn""ses 10 all 
respect. to be the fitte.t head for the protestant IDter .. I, agolll.lL the general popish 
design. . 

They knew this device to be necessary for supporting tbe glory and terror of the 
French king again.t tbe greatning reputation of your highne .. e., by 'the expectancy 
of the Enghah crown; it is known, t~ he dreads your highnesses vindication and re .. 
covery of your own rights, from his manifest violence and rapine, and your patronage 
of the protestant interest in all Europe again.t hi. arbitrary and bloody delign •. 

He knows, that if her royal highne.s .ucceeds to the crown of England, he will he 
quickly incapable of prosecuting hi, cruel intentions against the protestants of othtr 
.countries ; and, it may be, scarce capable of aupporting his grandeur and triumph over 
his miserable subjects. 

The very expectation for eight or Dine months, that the queen might bring forth a 
'011, was greatly for the popish advantage; if Ihe trick should have fuiled in Ihe issue 
by auy unlucky accident, it made a stand for a time of the protestanta of all countries' 
in the great expectations from your highnesses; it raised triumphant hopes in all po~ 
pi.h countries; it strengthened the English papists handl and hearts to prosecule their 
de.ign vigorously; it encouraged corrupt and time-oerving protealants in profession to 

, Ill. 
A. lOOn a. ~lady bad beard the petition, 

T o Gabriel the angel ~he'.traight gave commi..,ion; 
She pluck.'d off ber .meek from ber .boulden divinf', 
And cbarged bim to Luten to England' i rair queen. 

,4 Go to the royal dlUDe, 
To gh'e her the .me, 

And bid her (or ever to praise my great name. 
For I \0 her (avour . ball work luch a wonder, 
S~&11 keep the Plott insolent heretic under. 

IV. 
" 'fell James (my bet.t 1011) bu part of the matter, 
Will be With tbis only to cover my daugbter ; 
Let him put it upon her wid! hi. own royal band, 
Then let hirn go travel r.ld "i,it the land, 

And the 'pint of lo,·e 
Sball descend from above. . 

nlougb not. u befol'!'. in the Ihape o( a dove; 
Yetdo.,n he shall come in IOIne Ihlpe or oLlier, 
Perhal}' like Count Dada, ' IIDCI make ber a mu,her," 

• V. 
Tbi. tn ... ge with bea'rb full of faith wu received; 
And the next ne., we heard .uthe queen had concelnd. 
You great ones converted, poor chealed dillenten, 
Gra,e judge., lord bishopi. and common COnsont.en; 

You commi.ionen aU 
Ecc)r,iuucalJ, 

From AI Ye the doubtfall to ChetCGl tbe taU , 
Pra>: h~veD. may .,ttengtbeo her maj.,y. placket, 
For If thIS tnck faIl, then beware of you jacket. 

~ Tho .POpe'. oUDCio. 
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fall in with their party. a~d preyailed with many ~eak dis.enters to. make them 
lJeJieve a succession of popish princes, and that their liberty of conscience IS only 
to be expected from tbem; and that therefore they ought to serve in their employ_ 
ments . 

• When we .aw the incredulity nnd mockery of the multitude. at the story of the 
queen'! great belly, and the sad apprehensions of the more considerate, that, for the po
litick support'of the popish design. a counterfeit son oftht king's might be imposed on 
the kingdom, we resolved to observe and keep memorials of the risE". progress, and is .. 
• ue of the whole matter, (as far as we could get intelligence.) We pr,sendy perceived 
that the popish priests were the prime reporters and most confident asserters of the un·, 
doubted truth ' 'Of the matter; and they boldly took upon them to presage, that the 
queen was with child of a boy, that was to fini.h the settlement of their church in Eng
land, as cp.rtainiy 8S if they had seen the f<rtus perfectly formed in her womb i or ra
ther, a. if they had been privy to the plot of a .upposititious boy, nnd had their cue in 
the management of it.-
• Their manner of talk and boasting increased the general suspicion; we knew that sort 
of priests tnaintained the vilest wickednesses to be lawful for their church's service, and 
that they have been notorious for impostures and forgeries of aU sorts; they once fur· 
ged an eternal gospel, (as they called it,) to support the order. of the mendicant fryers; 
and if we may believe Borne of themselves, they have a Father Titler in ~;ome rich con· 
vents, to forge titlr.s to any man's lands adjoining to theirs, when the convents have a 
mind to them: Those priests contrived Queen Mary's great belly, for a counterfeit 
heir to the cro",'n, to havt r,arried on their catholick cause, and as great publick 
triumph aud solemn prayers for her .belly wero. made at Rome, and in all popish 
countries, as have been made in our queen's case: but their design was unluckily 
crossed, when her deliverance was expected, and all ~ir joys and prayers vanished 
in smoke • 

• Tbe eft'ects produced by the annunciation of the queen" prtgnancy are well described by Ralph :_f< The 
effect of thi~ new, was equally great on the two partic" and at tba "me time wbuUy different: the jesuits 
at court and their followen o ... erdowed with r.ptum .... nd foolishly talked of it as little tcss tb.n Q mirncle ; 
which, in luch a country as thi" could not fail to excite ridicule and bespeak unbelief: sume boa,ted of tbe 
'¥irttae and efficacy of .ber maje'ty" licb offering5 to our lAdy of LoreUo; others. of her mother the Ducheu of 
Modena', ",0"" when living. and interceQion when dead j otberi of the 'pilgrimage ot tbe king to St Winifred; 
and others, among whom was the Earl ej Melforl, of tbe Holy Ghost moving on tbe Bath waten : All were 
s"trange!,y elated 011 the ocOliion; and lOme made no difficulty to pronounce that it w.,. wn: Albeville was 
one of.tbese ; an4 wben be returned to the Hague Wat '0 intoxicated with this penulUll0Q, that be spnkf. out, 
lay. Bi&bOp Burnet, what another man would hll ... e ,uppreued : for when the Prince of Orange put him in mind 
of the king', prumi~, to maintain the law, and the e&~bli&hed churcb. he very cavaherly said, • That upon some 
occalioDl prince!; must forset their promises; and as to that lIody which he called a church, it would not h .... e 
• being two yfla,.. to an end.' On the other hand, thOle who had no other prospect of deliverance u ... t of tb1) 
harpy lalon. of popery and .I .... ery. t.han by. ~e ,ucces,ion of the PrillCetli of Orange. received the confirmatiuli. 
of ~I' nm .... wit~ much inwtrd 8OITOW and outw.rd contempt: lome inYenting, many belie ... ing, and all cir!'u. 
l.tt~g luch storlet as woul4 ,bdt ser ... e the great ,Dd neceuar,Y purpolC of establishing a belief that the whole 
.~alr was n~ better than a solemn imposture;. and which lIones we~ nehbe~ o"'''r decent, w~U.~rcd . or c.ba
fltable.: .. pillow, a dropty, a t.ymp&ll)" a cu,hlon, tbe queen's malsdlf'l, the kings crazy constltulton. w~lbe 
faY?Uflte topic. of tbe wit and humour of the day : nor were tbey c:;pn6nt d to con ... enation onl)'; they found 
\heir way tf) the pre.; 16"y were set forth ill vt:ne aud prose, Ind Wfll'fI circulated from hand to hand thruugtt. 
oyery coro.r of the kingdom. Partridge, the alm.nack.,ootbtayer, in his predietiolls for the year 16s8, prmteJ 
at tbe Ha.sue, took upon bim tfllay, • that there wal ,omfl bawdy project 011 foot either allout bUYlIlg. selling, 
or.procurmg a child or children Jor iome piou. U1f:5! A.nd again, 'Some child is to be topped upon the lawful 
bet", 1.0 cheat lbem out of t.ileir right and estate. God preserve the kmgdom of England from invasion, and 
keep ~e protet~nt Ihere from being klragooned !'-And here agaill Queell Mary's ajfectalion of" big belly, and 
the ~II>COUnn It gaYe ri .. &0, as recorded h¥ Fox. the mal1Yfologilo~ were agaio revh·ed; no enneD\·olllS were 
wanbng to ~ow that the two euee were exactly paraJle-l: And upon the wbole it 'IVa, concludcU. Ihat. if IIny troteu was on foot to abale the Qauon, tbe ..... y attempt called for tbe higllClt tetentment; or if, on the otlwr 

and, tht: queeDlbould really briDl KInD a 10D, the Wltlon could not be ... isited by 0. heavier (1I.11I.0I1ty."'- Ualp" 
L9IO, 
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Some 1)f those priests were the agents for the bloody and tlnnaturai usurpation of 
our King Richard III. A priest preached at Paul's cross,. to m~ke the people believe 
that King Edward IV" his elder brother, whose sons KlDg Richard had murdered, 
was a bastard not the lawful son of·Richaru Duke of York; and that Richard was 
the true legittmdte SOD, and had been a long time wroJJg,ed of the crown belongin~to 
him. 

It was a priest's invention and ~l~nage~ncnt to s~t up Lambe~t SymtJ'ell, ,a' bak~r's 
son against Henry VII., counterfeltmg- him to be Earl of Warw\ck. and laYing claim 
to the crOW(l, and was proclaimed king in Ireland, and marched into England with a 
good arlll)" to maintain his pretence: And by the like advice, Perkin .Warbeck. an~ 
other counterfeit, was set up against the same Henry VII., by Margaret, Duchess of 
Burgundy, to be Riellard, the younger ,son of Edward IV., and made silch a consider~ 
able party in Irelanu, and was so received and assisted in Scotland, that he bid fair for 
the crown: And we could not forget what a .cheating tiick the jesuits invented and 
practised of latter years, about proculing an heir to a crown that is become the chief 
support in Europe. ' 

The remembrance of these, and many other wicked frauds.of the Romish priests of 
the like import, to change the successions of crowns to serve their church. and seeing 
them so busy and industrious to pr-epossess the people's minds with an opinion that the 
queen had a great belly, and that it was a son, wben it was impossible in nature to be 
known, if she had been then really pregnant;-these things, we 83Y, put, together, con
lirmed OUI" suspicions, that they actet! a part as they were influenced," and that a coun
terfeit son might be resolved on, to be set up fat Pnnce of "'"ales, as common fame con-
fidently «ported. . , 

The collections Rnd observations we have since maGe, of the thing .that occurred du. 
rjng the queen's supposed pregyancy. and about her pretended delivery of this son, hath 
made the truth of the matte~o plain in our apprehensions, that now we no more sus ... 
pect, but conclude and believe this pretended Prince of Wales to be a mere counterfeit; 
and we hold it ou-r duty to yoW" highness, to our country, and to the whole protestant 
interest, (this child being set up against a11 these,) to set before you all the memonals 
we have taken in the whole matter, severa1· of us having been' at last very Dear the 
court, during the whole transaction. 

We crave leave to put )our highnesses in mind, that before we can convincingly set 
forth the special and particular tacts and circumstance« that we have remarked in this 
matter, 'tis necessary that we first remember and evince the truth of some generl.l con
clusions about the proofs and evidences whereby a tru~judgDlent ought to be made of 
this supposed prince; and if your highnesses shall be clearly satisfied in the truth of 
those conclusions, whereof we cannot doubt, you may be fully conv·inced by them alone, 
without further hesitation or enquiry, that this snpposed Prince of Wales cannot be 
justly judged, by any kind of rules of justice or law what;oever, to be in truth born of 
tllP queen. .. ' 
. ,~he 6rst cer~ift conclu~ion to be remembered is this, that, by the universal rules of 
JlI~t1'te and equity, any ~hlld of our queen's, (that was expected or,hoped to he the heir 
at the crown of three .kmgdoms, 'and to postpone or set aside an undoubted heiress ap .. 
pareDt, and also the fJght expectant of a warlike prince, olnd divers princesses of the 
blood,) we say. such a child ought to have been atte,ted t9 be born of the body of the 
que~n, of. the personal certain knowledge of proper witnesse&, ~u~table to the case and 
concern,. tn,SO great a number, aDd of such unspotted fame, undoubted authority, and 
perfect. mdlfferency, that .the ~roofs of its birth Gould never have been reasonably 
drawn mto doubt or questIOn, eJther in England, or any other CJuistian kingdoms or 
states. " 

A son of the queen" body had naturally and really made an entry in the moment of 
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-ilis birth, upon the apparent right of her royal highnes.: Sbe had thereb~ ri~htfully 
ceased to be heiress apparent to the crown ; and no rules of natural CIVil JustICe, nor 
the law of any civil government. will allow or suffer entries to be made, and persons lo 
be outed of the rights they apparently had injudgment of law, without sufficient proof, 
eilflc:r of right pa~amount to the others, or a determination of thesc former rights ap-
parent, .' . 

Our English laws, and speCIal statutes for thatrurpose, abhor any entry upon the ap
parent legal right of·another, either of the wiH 0 the king, or of any subject; the ad
mission of 'Such a practice is absolutely destructive of property. and all ci\'ir justice and 
government; 'u dissolves the whole civil government, and turns all into the confused 
course of natural right. Wheresoever a civil government and property is established on 
entry of will upon the legally apparent right of otbers, witbout suf!icient manifestation 
of their own greater or better rights, 15 duectly contrary to God s eternal law, of all 

. righteousness amOll~5t men. 
Upon these certam infallible foundations we build our conclusion, that this supposed 

Prince of Wale., born of the body of the queen, ought, by the law. of England, the 
fundamental rules of all ci\'iI justice and government., and by the unalterable laws of 
God, to be manifestly provedl by them that pretend it beyond a ll possible contradiction, 
in such manner as is described and specified in the preceding conclusion; and such 
proof, ought tu have been publickly divulged and made known to England and tbe 
world, before Ius patrons ought-to have entered, 10 Ills name, upon her royal Jllghness's 
right, in thejudgment of our laws, to be,styled and reputed the heires~ apparen~ to the 
crown of England, and to assume to'hlm that honour and glory which her highness 
justly had in England, and all the kingdom. and states of Europe, to -be apparently tbe 
next successor to the crown of England. 

Questionless all the civilized kingdoms in the worl~at are hereditary, have pur
sued these principles of justice and reason in theW- commun custom. to have their princes 
born in tht: presence of the princes of the blood, t~e chiefest men of religion, and the 
greatest nobles and officers in the highest trust for the kingdom, and the ambassadors 
and min isters of forei~1l kingdoms and sJates, that die hei rs of those great jnherit. 
ances might be 60 known and manifest, that it might not be possible for any contra. 
verSJes to arise about their birthsJ and their being the lineal hei,rs of the respective king. 
«lorns. Whensoever rights of ~ny kind are obtained, merely by tIIirtue of birth, those 
that claim them are bound to pro\'e, by witlle-;ses suitable to the respective circumstances 
of every case,.the reality of their pretended birth, at thp,ir peril of beingJustly excluded 
from the rights they demand; yet justice does not always require the like witnesses and 
c1earnesses of testimony about the birth of all common persons, the r.ircumstances of 
their cases being so different, that witnesses of such quahties, and in such a number, as 
may be .umcient proof for the biltb of one heir, may justly be judged insufficient for 
the birth of another... . 

But the birth of the'Jiretended Prince ef Wales was attended witll such circumstances, 
that jus~ice required that hi. birth of the queen sbol'ld bave been testified by a pl:;ltfy 
o~ such witnesses. at their proof might have amounted to the highest degree of cer
talll~y that is pO!isible to be built upon human testimony j doubtless the circumstances 
of hiS pretended birth w~re \'ery extraordinary • 
. It was generally reputed and believed, that the queen's sicknesses and infirmities had 

dls.a~led her .to bringtorth a living child; the famous physici,,;n. Dr Willis, shewed that 
opl~lon to IllS brethren, of one of her children, when hf:r majesty was much stronger. 
saying, H There were mala damit. VillE i" and the popular opinion therein was con
firmed by seve~al years experience. \ 

It was notoT1ouS, th~t two .hundred to one throughout the kingdom did nol' believe 
the report that IleI majesty woo witb cbild, notwithstandillg 811 that was said of it hy 
tbe ktng and q~eeD, and the prayer. enjoined thereupoll. 
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That her majesty's pregnancy was as little ~lieved in foreig~ protestant c?untri~s 
8S in England and pampbiets were pubhshed In several countries, as well 88 JD Eng
land, that deciared the report of the lIueeD's bein~ witb child to be Dothing more than 
an artifice of the jesuits, by th.ose hopes of a popish successor to the crOWD, to encou-
nge the cathoJicks in their designs, and to gam prosely\ea. • 

It was publickly known, that there was a jealousy in the greatest part of the king
dom that the popish councils had designed to impose UpOD them a counterfeit Prince 
of Wale •. 

There were also circumstances about the birth of this ,upposed prince of another IOrt, 
and no less important. It was the general opinion, that the security o,r danger of the 
profession of the protestant religion, not oDly in England, but in all the kingdoms and 
states of Europe, would be the certain .consequence of her majesty's bearing or not bear-
ing a Prince of Wales, • 

The birth of such a prince was to be a great diminution of many prince. aod prin
cesses, in their expectancy and primity to the succession to the three crown., and threat .. 
ened England with the dan~er and mis.,y of railing under an infant prince in nante, 
and in truth under the domination of Rome. 

All these special circumstances atteDding the birth of this supposed Prince of Wales, 
being of such nature, import, and number, as the like never met together before, in 
the expectations of the birth of any prince in the world; in this case natural justice 
common to all nations, and the practical reason of the special customary law of Eng
land, in the proof of matters of fact, we say, both universal'justice, and tbe peculiar law 
of England required indispensably, that there obould have been such proper proof that 
this supposed prince was born of the queen, as was answerable unto all the special cir
cumstances in the case; such proof as had comprehended the objections that might 
arise from every of them, as fl}fty a8 was possible in the nature of the things, that the 
testimony of his birth migl1'( have bs:en sufficient to have satisfied the most jealous 
and distrustful about it, in our own and foreign coulltries, and to have removed all 
the prejudices against it that were' kno,,:u to have been spread far and near by com-
mon fame. ' 

It was absolutely necessary in justice, la~, and prudence, to nave had such proof of 
his birth as our precedent conclusion hath asserted; 1 that is, .,' 

That tbere had been iestimQny of it, of personal and absolutely certain knowledge. 
Women to have testified their personal sight and perteption of that very individual 
child corning naturally out of the queen's womb, and men to have witnessed thl:!ir im
mediate free an-d full sight and inspection of that very child, by the worrien', assistance 
in his pure natural nakedness, with all the known marks and tokens of his being just 
separated from the womb, and from those other things tl1at are aatural to the birth of 
a child, the effect. of such separatioD being there visible and impossible to be hidden; 

' . . 
, Such proof •• ccording to the poet laurea" tbe nation IJCtually bad, .nd mOlt.histori&nl have beeD of hi. 

~,!IOIi :-

II F.in would the fieI¥l,'han made .. dubiow bi.rth, 
Loth SO COD(ess the gudbdd c10tbed in earth ; 
But. NC'keoe<i, after all their baffled tiel, 
To finll an heir apparent in tbe tkie" 
Abandoned to de.pair nil! mly they grudge, 
And owning not tbe S .. iour pro'f'e the judge. 

Not great Eneu ,1.OOd in plainer day, 
When, the da.rk mantling milt diNOlved away" 
He to tbe Tynana ahewed hi_ ludden face, 
Sbining with.n hi, goddeM mother', grace; 
For .be herself bad made bit countenlUlct briaht, 
Breathed honour on bit eye5 load ber O"D pUf})\e light." 

B,UiI",.i4 ReJioiv4J, 
5 
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.uch testimony i. always provided for in the birth of e,'ery prince of the blood in France, 
th·ough never so remote trom the crOWD. .. 

That the witDe .... of those matte ... had been fit and proper w.tnesses, .u.table to the 
greatoeS8 of the persons and things that might he in question, nnd to the vast exten
sive' consequence tllat mar en.u~ thereupon. ~ature, or the first li!:;ht fr~m God crea
ted in the Olinde of mankllld, dictated the equity of those Roman Imperial Jaws, that 
appoiDteil thO.. which as.erted filiation or marriage to prove them, by fit or proper and 
n;JOst unquestionable witnesses; most of the writers about those laws servt.themselves 
therein of these words severally, which we will for shortness put together; Matrimo. 
,u'urn et filitlti0ne.m qui auerunt,. dehent, prokare p~elestes, i~olleos omni e,t'cepliolle ~a .. 
jores i they that all edge a marriage or a chlld belOg by Vlrtu~ whereof ~hey claim, 
ought t.o prove it by witnesses, that are above or beyond all possible exception: In this 
case there ought to have been such tit witnesses, that nothing could have been object. 
'ed against them in any respect, either by English':llcn or,foreigners. 

That the witntsse. that law and prudeDce reqUired 01 both .exes had bun fit and 
prbper, io reepect of their years" or age; that the women had been matrons, whose 
gravity and sobriety were fit to attract some: decent reverence froril the m~n of like 
quality, in their exposing to them nakedly the works of nature, as was unaVOidably ne~ 
cessary. 

That they had been fit and proper, in regard of their .ufficiency of knowledge and 
understanding in the matters of child-bearing, such as knew by experience aU those 
works of nature, in what manner the mothers ought to be, and are <:u8tomarily treated 
in their Teal travail and chiJd·btaring, clod immediately after it, anu what are tbe na· 
tural symptoms in the mother, that acrompanies t'leir real bringing forth of a child, 
before it hath been its natural time of nioe months in the womb, anu at its (Ioe natural 
time. and al&O the signs of a child perfectly grown in tht\ womb, or brought to light 
before itll time of perfection; it was of ne<:essity that the witllt:sses had been of such 
knowledge and experience in all these matters, or SQ sufficiently informed about them, 
by others of skill and faithfulness, that it might have qecn evident to the kingdOiIl. 
that sucb witnesses couhl Dot be. imposed upon, deluded or deceh' ~d, by any cunning 
artifice:l, to believ.e this pretended prince to have been born of the queen, if he were in 
truth supposititious and counterfeit. • 

The general rules of our caDoll law required, that the witnellse~ had been publicly 
kn.own to the kingdom. by their persons or the ir names, their interests. concerns or 
employments; . our fundamental laws have taken care, that all matter-soOf fact should 
be decided by juries of the neighbourhood where the facts are dout', that the witnesses 
tl\alt teltify them lIIay be known to the jurors; and fraud is alway .. sll~pectcd, if persons 
unknown to the lleighbourhood of the facts be pfoduced to witness liJem, unles~ there 
be mani!".! "",.ou of tbeir knowleyge of the fact better than tbose that were near the 
place, and known to tbe j~rors. . 

The ",,,,on of our Ia ... i. of impregnable force in the case of the supposed priDce. 
that the wittl ..... of hi. birth shoUld be persoDS publi~kly known, on whose knowlecl!ie: 
truth, ana ('redit, the:whl)le kingdom aud the Cbri.stian world U10ulu rely in a matter 
of ~uch vast -coosequeace; obtcure unknown persons ne\'er publickly Jlamed or heard 
I)f In Lhia ur auy foreign k.~n~om, and above all, obsc4lre forelgners, French or 1 talians. 
?r ot~~I, ou~ht Dot to be deemeu fit or competent witnesses to satisfy the kinguom 
lD thll tact; indeed, wh~ circuDlstances are con.idered, it will be evident, that the 
preteDded testimony ought to be rejected; aud if it he oitered, it JUBtly puts a prejudice 
u~~ their p~eu:nce81 ,in regard th«e was a whole kmgoom, besides aU the €-Dllllt'nt 

1lllOIItcrS of torelg~ prlACH and 8t.t~ out of which witnesses might have been select· 
cd, that were publlcl">·. Juwy.'D, aod h&.d of by all the people; aDd the Dece .. i\')' of it 
wa. Dever more ao IIWIUeet 1Il .. y cue, it beiJ>g known to bis majesty and hi. whole 
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court, that the queen's being with child was not generally believed, either in RnglaQcI 
or foreign countries.. . 

Common justice reqUired, t,hat t~H~ wltnessess hact been fit ~nd. ~roper .• In respect of 
their high "isting-uishl~g .q~Rllty. elthe~ that they . had been dlgOltiec.l with ,some of the 
highest ecclesiastical dignities, 85 archbishops or tnshop,., or had been, by birth or ~rea ... 
tiim, of the degree of the gre~tel\t nobility of the kingdom; ?T that their extr~ord~nary 
worth had raised their reputation, and had been honoured with the great and emment 
offices of t,ust in the realm. 

Our laws are impartial to high and low, in hearing the testimonies of witnesses in 
every case, and therefore they duly consldrr both the clrcums\am.'es of every fact to be 
proved, and of e~ery witness. ami his ~pac.lly to p~ov~ it; ou~ ~aws indeed judge not 
truth and integnty to be annexed and' 1Ilt.':ulcd to dignIty, nobility, or greatness, yet 
they justly cI~il11 the testimonies o~ persons of gr:eat dignity in the church, or of noble 
birth, and ralsen knowledge and fortunes, and mdependent upon others, to he more 
free from exception, (which this case requires,) than those that ar-e of weak understand
ings, without the ad\'antage of excellent breeding and instruction, or indigent, and 
hound to depenej'upon favour of others for their support, like nurses amI midwives, and 
other servants. 

Therefore, (CtCte1';S pa1'ibus.) the capacity and probability of knowing the facts and 
jndifferency of witnesses of high and low degree being equal, our laws justly allo\v most 
weight and credit to the testimony of dignified anel nO,l>le witne8ses; and they are 
therefore required to prove the fac," of a prince's birth, whereupon depends the right 
and title to kingdoms, to exclude ,the apparent. right of one, and to put another into 
Po!\session of the same. • 

Our laws presume persons of such high degree to have greater sense Ami regard to 
conscience, more generosif1 Rnd contempt of talsehood, and more tenderness of their 
llOnour. than those of low condition; 'and upon that presumption, noblemens affirma
tion upon their honour are in many cases accepted by our laws in lieu of their oaths, 
unto which all others are obli.ged in the-same like cases i and for that reaSOll, their oe
clarations of the birth ofa prin('e, without their making oath.thereof judicially, have 
veell as certainly relied upou by the kingdom, in the descent of the inheritance wilhout 
d spute, as if they had 'sworn their knowledge in the forms of justice. ' 

The-re are also other cin,:uUlstantial reasons, untq. which our Jaws have regard, for 
'the greatest value to be put upon the testimony of the nobility of both sexes, about the 
hirth of a prince; they are most accustomed to the presence 'aQd conversation of the 
king and queen. 

Such ladies are justly presumed lp be free from too great awful distances, commou 
to those of lower quality , and to have more audacity and confidence to make luch Deer 
-approaches to the queen in her travail and bring.iD8' forth, a. are necessary. that they 
may he ocular witnesses that they have seen the child in its very birth; and such no • 

..JJles are more bold and free to take such a tearching view of ' the child in its naked 
~urals, as may make them kno,wing witnesses of' its birth, and absolutely certain that 
they are not deluned with a 8uppo!ititiou8 child. : . 

. Such noble witne.ses are also known to have greater obligation. upon them than 
o.thers, to prevent ali possible questions aDd disputes, that may ariae by any uncertain. 
tIes abo~t the s~ccessloD to the Cr?~D, whi~h may, ~ivide and deatroy the kingdom, 
'and theIr. great Il\\erest and postentlea; Their condltlon, and £artune. also are JUppa
sed, by our Jaws, to be above temptations by bribes of wealth or honour, to connive 
.at tal.ehood, or to stoop to IeIVe a counterfeit prince. 

Upon .11 these considerations, the witn ..... /'f. the birth of every Engli.b prince 
<>ught to be of such high and noble quality; aDd It w .. knowu to have been in6nitely 
more n.ce~aary. that the .., .. on of our law bad been exactly ob~erved in the cue of 
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this supposed prince. than ever it was since the foundation ?f the kingdom; there never 
was any such o('casion to have stopped the mouth oflubhc f;\m,e, or to have she~ved 
the justly jealous subjects, that there were suc,h tis an p~oper wltDesse5! that a prrnce 
was now born of the queen, as were unquestionable, WJthout any, tJosslble exception, 
wh~e truth and faithfulness might be relied upon securely. JustIce also required for 
full sec"!rity •. !llat 'there had been competent and suffic,ient numbers of those fit ~nd 
proper witnesses, at least that there had been so many of them as were able to obViate 
a/l ways and practices of deceit, that it could not have been supposed to b. possible 
that a fraud had been put upon them. • 

This aort of-qaution is always just and necessary in the hirth of our princes, but in 
the present case; there could have been no honest end, intention, or pretence, to have 
confined themselves to a small number of witnesaes of fact, wherein a kingdom known 
to be filled with just suspicio~s of aD imposture to be P,UL upon them, were to be satis .. 
'tied merely by the witnesses averment, and a noble prtncess also to be excluded from 

• being heiress apparent to the crown. , 
·Our laws require witnesses of facb answerable to the nature and Circumstances of 

them, and always require ample testi~onies, when the parties that arl obliged to prove 
them had it in their powers and chOice, without charge or burden to thtmselves, to 
have multiplied their witnesses to what number they had pleased, and could not be 
ignorant of the usefulness or necessity of it, and yet more especially if tile fact were 
swch, whereby great benefit was to accrue to them, and answerable loss unto others; 
io aueh a case it would much abate the st.rength of the proof in the course of our law, 
jf there were such a small number of witnesses as might leave mom for any objection, 
or the least doubt of the fact. • • 

The antient Roman imperial1awa in the cases of subjects, when there was a posthu. 
mous to be born, that might exclude another heir apparent : \Ve say, those laws in 
common natural equity to prevent a sUpposiliti~us chi ld, !ppointed thirty davs to be 
given to the apparent heir, and all others whose right was concerned, of the expected 
time of her travail and delh'ery, that, on the ~ehalrof the heir apparent, women might 
be sent to be present to see the birth of the child that might become the heir; that 
law confined the number to five free womeh tu be so sent, allowing her that was to ue 
delivered to haYf~' .also five women of her own chusing, and no more, 50 that the num
ber to be present at her delivery shuuld not exceed ten, .besides h~ midwives and six 
maid servants that were no wit~sses. 

:rhis·rule was se t down positively in the empire, as thp. dictate of natural equity and 
prudence;, a~d although En~land hath no positive writ,ten law that prescribes any set 
number ot fnends to be sent 10 such a case, by the heir apparent to see the birth of 
such a child, yet the custom and practice is in every such case (though no fJaurl be 
suspected) to give notice to the next heir, and that some of their friends are custom
arily sent, (to what n'lmber they Illease,) to be present at the birth of the child that 
may be an heir, to the exclusion 'of anotller, 

, That ~ractice with us i~ not !>f favo~r, but of legal right; our c~mmon law geDer~lIy' 
bmds all that set up ,a cla.)!n to any thmg that another hath, to give such notice of his 
pretence as i. needfut lo make his just defence, if I.e cin, and to pro\tc the fact where
by he claim., by such a number of witnesses as may put the truth of it out of doubt to 
the court of juPicature; but ,that number in the course of our law is greater or smaller 
according to the cau.~ tllat appeara of jealousy or distru,! of the truth of the fact pre
tended. 

The5~ rules of our law .. and the r.ealons of them. fully include the case of a pretence' 
of. chIld to be. ~or .... to exclude a, heir apparent; and if there were many known 
gn:>und. of 8U8plcl~n 10 .D1 such cale that it was designed to set up a supposititious 
child, and a nO~fl~! .common fame pf it, and no notice were given of the time ex .. 
pected of the chllu. birth. boned to be heir to the then heir apparent, Or. to any that 

• 
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had expectancies of the inheritances. We say in luch a case. by the rules and pra~
tien Of our laws. a small number of witnesses of the birth of a chIld ought not to be 
believed. ,ince they that should claiQl for ,uch a child might •. b~ due notice to tbe 
parti •• concerned. have had such wItnesses as had put the cluld I birth beyond all 
question. • Co 

Certainly by the reaso~ of our common 1 .... there ought to be • ?,uc~ weat.er num
ber of witness," of the birth of every of our prmces, than of the birth ot the subject. 
heirs ' but our law requires. that the birth of this prctend.d Prince of Wales should 
have bet'n proved by a greater number of witm:s5e8 than was ever needful heretofore; 
in the ('ase of a prince, there ought to have been 80 maor. fit and prop~r persons pre~ 
seut at his pretended birth. that it might have been mamf"t to all tH.t had heard it. 
that the eyes of 80 many witnesses of &Uch condition, knowledge, and judgment, could 
110t have been deceived in what they had testified to ha~e known and seen, the Dum .. 
ber ought to have be~n so conaiderable, that .there .co~l~ have been no r~aaonable sus
picion that so many of both sexes, and of vanous dl~mtJes, honours, and mterests, (and 
80me of Ihem of consanguinity with the former heIress apparent.) had made a confe
deracy amongst tlzemselves, to abuse the kingdom with a counterteit prince, and that 
50 many had kept each others counsel in a fraud and falsehood so odious and injurious. 

It had heeD common prudence &.! well asjustice to the realm. that the witnesses of 
the birth had been very many, that among.t such a number some of tbem might have 
been known in one part of the kingdom , and others in another part, and that some of 
their names and qualities might have been known in fortign countrie. : and for that 
reason the ministers of foreign princes, (according to custom) ought to have been some 
of the witnesses: The peoples knoW-edge of the names, qualities. or persons of the wit
nesses had much conduced to their fuller assurance of the truths ; it would have appear
.ed to them incredible, and almost impossible, that the integrity of such and so many 
witnesses could have been attacked eiOler separately or jointly. 

But on the contrary, seeing custom and law required a good number of fit and pro· 
per witnesses to have made up a testimo,)y of the birth of a prince that might have been 
truly said to have been onmi e,l'c('ption~ rnaju!, above all possible objections against it ; 
and seeing the wit of man cannot in\'~nfa reason why the king and the patrons of 
this preteudet\ Prince of \Vales did not provide luch ample and unqnestionable testimo
nies that he was oarn of the:- queen, when they could not be ignorant that it was the 
voice of common fame in England and foreign countrtes, that ber majesty's conceptjdn 
of a child was merely fictitious, and that a supposititious prince was designed; and see· 
ing no excu~e or pretence is published for the neglect or failure of luch a testimony of 
his birth, we say (the circumstances of the case being considered) it's most unjust to 
expect or demand of your highnesses; or of tbe people of England, or of foreigners, a 
belief aDd acknowledgment that this pretended Pri~ce o~W ale. was born of Ihe queen. 

As our commc;m la~ m~orms us wh? are fit and prqper wl~n~, whose testimonies 
ought to be receIved ID thIS c .... and In Ih. proof of all matten of fact respeclively. ao 
'\he same declare. who are deemed to be unfit and diaabled to be wiloe ..... in .11 the 
va~ous and respective questions of fact, it shews whOse testimonies ought not to be 
heard, and much less believed, In divers sorts of facts that come rnto question; if your 
highne .... ~nd the kingdom be told of Ihe presence of luch peroona to have been .t tbe 
birth o~ tlllS pretend~ prlDce, they ought Dot by our ~.ws to be accounted witnesSC8, 
nor Ih." averments In the cue to be heard by your hlghn9,e •. or the kingdom, aDd 
J~uch less ~ be ~lIowed to be of any validity in the common course of our courts of ju-
dlcature; If parties concerned to prove a fact do kpow;'Dgly offer for witDesses such aa 
our Jaw. reject in the, facts in question, it turn. Jb the prejudict of their other proof· 
we an; therefore obliged to acquaint your hig{nessea with the actiolls qualities re: 
'pects and .circumtltances t~t have ~iaabled many, by force of our com~on law, to be 
heard as ~Itn ..... of the birth of thl. pretended Prince of Wales. 
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.First our law. utterly disable all tho.e to be heard in the case that have received 
either gifts of money or hon~:)U~, or any other reward or .benefits whatsoe"er f~r.their 
pretended assistance about his buth, or by reasol1 or occasion of that pretence; tis the 
common practice of our law, that when a witness is produced, the adverse party may 
exahline him upon.hi. oath, whether he hath had money or other reward or gift directly 
or indirectly, for or by rea",n of the matter in question. or from the party in who.e behalf 
he is produced to testify, or from any of his friends; if he cannot acquit himself thereof 
bv his oath, though it cannot be proved against him, our impartial la\v denies such a 
person not 'only to be partial in tbe ca.e, but corrupted ond bribed. and uDworthy to 
be heard. ' . 

Our law will not admit tho.e to be witnesses for the birth of this supposed Prince 
of Wales that have any promise, expectation," or hopes of auy advancement, office, 
place, or belJcfit by or under.him, if he shall be received and aH~wed by the kingdom 
to be Prince of Wales; they that cannot purge them.elve, by theIr oath. from an ,uch 
Ptomises, expectation!, and hopes, are not, in the judgment of our law, persons indiffer .. 
ent and unconcerned in the event of th e matter in question, nor fit to oe heard as wit
nesses; their tcstimonie! being partly for themselves and their OWJl Denefit. and the al
lowance of such testimonies in judicature would in consequence subvert all civil justice 
ond government. Our law excludes all from being witnesses to support the pretence 
of the supposed Prince of Wales, that have such dependence on the patrons and main· 
tainers of him, that they arc: in danger of damage tlnd loss by them of any kind if they 
shodd displease them in their testimonv. Our laws judge all such 110t to be free and 
of their o\vn right in the case, but. bound to serve and please th~ patroos of the cause; 
and therefore presume that they may·be corrupted by fear of Josing the advantages 
they love, if they ,hould impartially declare the whole truth, and nothing but the truth 
~~m_~ . 

Our laws .eek to know the naked and entir.-truth of all fact. that come into legal 
question or c~mtest, and will not admit of any to be witnesses of them, uule8s they ap
pear to be free f~0'!l fears of any prejudice to-themselvts, by speaking the truth impar
tially. We are m!orced by the concern of all the protestants, to speak more plamly 
than we wou1d;. we must saYI that all that hold offices of profit and honour, during the 
king's will, are, by the laws of England. excluded out of the BUl1,lber of fit and compe. 
tent witne"e. about the birth pf thi, r.hild, whom hi. majesty hath proclaimed and 
maintlins to be Prince of Wales i our good laws have regard to human infirmities, and 
wHl not put a temptation upon men to suffer them to be wit.nesses in matters wherein 
thel may damnifY themselves in the 1055 of their office'. if they heppen to displease 
their master .in his ~oncern in the case, by testify.jog clearly th~ whole truth of it; they 
are not free ID the Judgment of our laws to speak the truth Without fear, and 'for th:f.t 
reason are not to be received, by toe. kingdom as witnesses in this case. 

Our laws will never. allow or luffer any to be witnesses in this case who are known 
or may be proved to hAve enmity or p~udice of any kind upon any account whatao. 
ever to ger royal highness, against whom most im~diately this supposed prince Con
tend., .b~ bavingbe~n n~'t unquestionably .tbe heir appare~t of the crown, and justly 
so remaining, untIl the kingdom .hall be satlSfted, bl a .ufficlent number of lawful wit
nesaes, that there is a prince born, whereby her claim to the next succession shall be 
po.tfo~ed. The qUest.iOD .of ·fact to. be decided .by wi tn ..... i •• ppareDtly between her 
roya hlgh~ and thi ... upposed prince; and 'tlS an Illegal, unanswerable, and conclu .. 
sive exceptlOD again.t any to be received. for witnesses against her in his behalf, that 
they are declared 'enemies to her a~be profeRSed protestant religion, the destruction 
whereof they are bou.d in coDscicn to end(avour; and for that reason, !luch known 
enemies to her right or .accession tbe· crOWD, that their churcb have decr~d and 
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"edarM her right. and the right of all protestants, to any authorilies to be absolutely 
forfeitecl to the papists for protestants hereRY. . 

It cannot be denied, that all that are sincerely Roman catholicks, and believe their 
own church, do judge her royal highness to be an excommunicated heretick LJy their 
church, and that all her rights in possession and reversion are there~y confiscated, &nd 
that they arc obliged by the law of their church, in conscience of their religion, and 
by the hope of pardon of their sins. to defeat and d~stroy, by aU ways' ann means in 
their power, all 1ler pretensions to the descent of the CroWD upon her, and to assist to 
the investing the right to the succession in a Roman catholick. We might here acid, 
that our English papists are all in union and communion with the pope,' as appears by 
his nuncio in London; and he is, by the ancient laws and statutes of this realm, de· 
dared the fublick or common enemy of the kingdom, near two hundred years before 
IIenry VI I. . 

'Tis manifest that the English papists are declared enemies to her royal highness's 
right in this case, between her and tht: pretended Prince of Wales; and therefore, by 
the laws of Eng1and, they cannot be witnesses of the fact in question, neither ought 
their testimonies therein to be offered to the kingdom to delude the people. 

The civil law 80 fully concurs with our common law in rc~jecting enemies to be wit
nesses in the cause of their enemy, that it denies to give credit to what they may tes
t ify in the cause of their enemy with their dying breath after they have rece;\'ed the 
Eucharist i that is the general conclusion of the doctors of that civil law, Inimicus 
etiamSl in articulo mortis" cOllstitutus, e( accepis8et EuchariU;am repellitur a tta(imon;o 
caus(;t. sui inimici .. we mention this chiefly to 'hew, that 'tis not only by our English 
laws that our papists are rejected from being witnesses of the birth of this pretended 
prince ag"inst her royal highness, but by the ancient approved rules of the ci"il laws 
that they generally acknowledge, and by the judgment of their own doctors. 

Herein are only set forth to your hi8'hness the laws of England, that you may justly 
insist upon as your right, to prevel\t the church of Rome's conspiracies against you; 
we reflect not 011 the crec.lit or truth of any Roman catholick lords or others in giving 
their testimonies in matters of private interests, wherein the cau~e of their church is not 
in question, and the laws of their church bind them not to either party j but since they 
are bound in this case tp be enemies to her royal highness, our law wm not allow them 
to be believed to her prejudice.; and they must openly renounce that common honesty 
tu which they pretend if they offer themselves to thc'kingdom to ue competent wi\~ 
nesses against .her in behalf of this pretended prince, · when they are conscf..:>us to 
tltemseh'cs, tilat not only our laws, but natural justice and equity abhors such a prac. 
tice. 

\Ve must say with all due reverence and most humble submission, that our laws will 
not allow that the declaration or testimony of his, majesty or the queen shol)ld be ac .. 
eepted and believed in this case as lawful proof that tpis pretenped prince w .. born of 
the queen; 'tis sufficient for us that our laws .. viU not suffer our.kings to descend into 
the place of witnesses, they will not admit them to tes~ify their own knowledge of tbe 
fac ts in any case whatsoever, crjminal or civil. But there's abundant reason also from 
natural equity and civil justice, that the kingdom should not rece\ve and rely upon the 
king's atlirmation about the birth of this supposed prince; their majesties have pub~ 
lickly espoused bis cause for their own in all respecll, aud,none 00 earth, kings OT sub
jects, may justly expect or be suffered to supply the place of witnesses in their own 
case, since civil goverDment is established; if tbey migbt lawfully be their own proof 
for thm cause, they might as ju.t1y be judges of .tbeir own proof., which in conse
quence would turn up the foundations of civil ~emment, OD~ of ita chiefest origi. 
nal inlcntionl being to introduce a course of j.1tice, tbat none might be tbeir own 
judges. . 
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We would not speak thus plainly, if it were justly a~oidable i we ~aSl no scandal 
hereby upon his majesty. nor aoy way come nt-ar the crime of dttl3cllon; we barely 
relate the law of England in this case of his ma;i&:sly's affirmation of the birth (If t L~::i 
pretended prince, th~t it ~ath l1:0t Ih~ forc.e ~f le~al proof. or of the .tt'!:iti!110ny of one 
JC!!'I81 witness j and IllS majesty IS oblIged, 11) .Iuslu.:e and honour, by Ius aRlee and oath, 
11;t to impose upo·u illS subjects to believe and rely upon his affirmation or word in th Is 
case, (n·oron't1le queen's, that's necessarily included in his,) l,e cannot desire the people 
(Iift'usively to change .their ancient customs and laws, to substitute their king's word.s 
or assertions in the room of S\l'orn Jegal witucsses, to prove tile matters of'the highebt 
moment about ,the government. 

If the kingdom should allow the affirmation of their kings to be sut1icicnt to make 
a lawful Prince of Wales, without such witnesses of liis hirth as our law rC<luil'es, they 
should con~ent to change th~ ancient constitution of the Engli:,h monarchy, ami so de

' ~troy. the estaLlishcd ~t'gal security of their fre~dom au~l estates; the laws of England 
m thiS case are not dissonant from the laws at other kingdoms, and the IIlOSt absolute 
ehlpires j the civil law now received in most Christian kingdoms, that was so adapted 
to absolute government, that it was one of hs principles, that princijJis verhum prolege 
habendum t4" , the word of the prince was to be taken for a Jaw j we say that Jaw never 
ascribed absolute credit to the prince's affirmations of matter.s of fact, wllerein the sub
jects rights were concerned, it passeth for a rul~ of that law in such cases, princeps ;/l
distinc:te 110" credilu r; the emperor is not to be believed entirely, without. limitations 
and restrictions, in his affirming matters. of fact relating to his subjects legal inten:st 
and securities. • 

The learned doctor8 in that law determine, that-the ("mperor's affirmation that a sub
ject hath committed treason or rebellion against him, ought not to be belie\'ed, or ta
ken for a proof; they say expressly, ngi Jides non udltibelur ~'i olleslatur talan .flJi~'se 
proditoremj lik("wise, if he pretends and decJar~ a ('ause \thy he deprives any sulnect, 
or feudatory, of his interest, he is oat to be belie\-'ed, there mu.st bf" proot~ and the: par
ties intended to be prejudiced must be cited,. and neard in their defellce . 

. Th!!! generally r~so]\'(" that whe~ a king a8serts o~ attests auy .tbin~ to t~le r.reju
dice of another, be IS not to be therem benevetl, espcclally when IllS afhrmatlOo IS for 
IJi.s own ati\'anlage, and to the subjects damage or incollvenience: these Cjre thtir words: 
Quotldo ez Q68ertione prillcipi ipse principatiter sen tint ('·OJ~imodum tt..subditi illcommodum 
lam ips; principi non credilllJ'. • ' 

,The' Emp~~or Henry VI. of Germany ~ad a dUI: sense of the justicl and reason of 
the Jaw hereIn about the year 1200; he did 1Iot expect that the people should uelie\ e 
the affirmations of himself, and his empress Constantia, about the birth of a princf> 
whe~l there was. a Tumour and suspicion that Constalltia was . past ber. age of child~ 
bearlDg, and feIgned a great belly;. he gave the pe~l'le plent.ful proof oy witnesse., 
more than reasou requITed; he prtpared a most pubhck place, wherein she remained 
expecting. ~e~ time ~(de~iveryJ 'C~ntre CIIstodito, with publick watcher8 or keepers, tha~ 
no 8UPPOlltiLIOUS child might p'oI51bly be conveyed to her, and therc, in the sight of the 
people of the city, ,nd all the matron. that woul<f and could possibly approacli her 
(none ~t:iDf' el(ciudetl) she brought forth a prince,. that was afterwards chosen Empero; 
Fredenck I. 

If it were needful, wt CQuid sbew your highne .. tbat the honour and security of 
.?ur royal fa,!,i1y. cf England, with the peace and safety of the kingdom, were intended 
In the CODStitUtiOft or our legal monarchy, in such manner that the kings should not 
have power at their will to ChaDg~e .succession, or by any means prevent the de~ 
~cent of the cr~wn tel the next in ood; but if the kingdom should believe his ma
Jesty'8 affirmation of thi. aupposed ince'~ birth, without proof thereof, acco.ding to 
the laws IIIId cnstom. of England, th& ntxt sucecslion were really and actually there-
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by put oul of the legal course, and refe!"Ted to lhe will of the king, wbich i. in effe~t 
to make the crown patrimonial; whereas, by the Jaws and custom~ of England, the 
right to the crown descends to the Dtxt of blood, and the successor IS most properly to 
be .tiled the heir of the kingdom, by force of the kingdont'. law., and cannot he de
ftatee-I of the surcession by any act of the predecessor ; if therefore the kin~ shall gain 
80 vast a power! hy i~posing on the P':0pl~ to believe his allestatio~ o( this s.uPP~ 
prince's birth, 'tiS manifest that natural Justice, as wen as the law of England, makes It 
of no force or effect to the prejudice of ber royal high"""., in her e.teem of being the 
heiress apparent o~ th~ croWD. .. . ... 

We believe the Je6ults, and other mamtaaners ofthl! supposed pnnce, Will claim, (as 
is their common practice.) against these our laws, wl106e force detects and defeats their 
impostures; they will pretend, that 'ti. unreasonable to expect a teotimony of hi. birth 
from such witnesses, and in such maDners 8S are hereby described, exclusive of aH 
Roman catholicks; uut the reason and wisdom of these laws are irresistible, and 'tis a 
gt'tat circum.tance .hewing their gnilt, tbat tbey are di.pleased with the law. that 
prevent falsehood and impoat\tfes, ond require proof8 of facts as clear 88 the sun. . 

The just and innocent are never offended at any law tbat provides for truth and right
eousness; they caunot but be conscious to themselves tha t it was more easy to have 
provided such witnes5t's as our law requires of a prince's birth, than to have had such 
as they provided, that would counterfeit to be ~ctators, and be content (as 'tis now 
.aid they were) to see nothing ·of the fact of whtch tbey were to be publi.bed to tbe 
kingdom to have been the knowing eye witnesaes. ' 

'Tis notorious, that the presence of tcn of the protestant nobility of either sex, Rnd 
other persons of eminent quality, might have been 8S easily procured as one of the ca
tholick., if it had been intended to deal justly and fairly with the kingdom, and they 
know that tbe protestants throughout Europe (noL tbe papist.) wanted and desired sa
tisfaction about the queen's'great bell, and ber deliyery, the suspicionll of a counterfeit 
prince were strong amongst them, fnd decried by all Ule papists; they knew the friends, 
and those of consanguinity with her roy,l highness, were as ready to attend, if they 
had been called, as any catholick whatsoever; and they were ,not ignorant that cus
tom, law, and natural justice required that -convenient notice should, have been given. 
to her royal highne .. above all otbers, of tbe expected time of tbe . queen .. delh'<!ry, 
that such noble matron. a. she bad thought necessary might have been sent, to have 
continually attended near her majesty, and to have been impartial witneHeIS or the 
birth beyond e¥ception; they understood the cu.toR! of caning .... h ... a<I ..... to 'be pre
sent at the queen's c.lelivery, and that 'a common fame of a detigned imposture was 
spread in fureign ptote!:ltant countries, and that there were envoy. aDd publick minis
te~ from some of them. especially that th~ Dutch had an emb ; 77 tl)f there, and ex
pected to have been c.lled: they know that thos~ pravilion. fftpl unq"".tionable 
proof of the IHrth that lOa. pretended bad been DO hi~derance />f the pre.ence or .. _ 
.sistaoce of &II many papi.t. of each s<le a. her m.jesty had d .. ired; and Me might 
have a. entirely depeoded npon t~etr only help, if it bljd been her pI--e, II if those 
lawful wilnesset had not been pTt'sent. . • .. 

The popi.h counael. delude hi. m.jesty if they perouade him t"'at any pleas of inad
vertency) neglect, or ignorance can satisfy the kin~om, instead. of the proofs in tlte 
cue that the custom and laws of Englaud require: 'UI • MIte of our law, that none shall 
make advantage of their own lachcz, that ii, tbeir failures. br qegiecls of what tbey 
ought to have done; less evidence 18 Dever to be a.ootpted 10 our oourts of judintuTe 
"because the party concerned was negligent in 8eeZ it, or ignorant. when he might 
have known his duty. ~ 

We .presume you~ highne .. , .in reading Ibi., y be satisfied in Ihe ""th of oar first 
prebBlInary ooncluSlon, which I' ~ceuary 10 bo alway. rcmembeted. in order to a.;un 
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judgment to be made of this supposed Prince of Wales, and of the thing. proper to he 
'done by your highness, by reason or occaSion of hi. pretences; we doubt not your 
highne •• will clearly perceire what y~u may in justice demand of hi. majesty in the 
cue preserving neverthelesa a most pIOUS sense of 611al duty. 

We may more r~meOiber your highness. that, u the case now appears. no acknow
ledgment of tl)at prete!'ded prince can justly be required of your highne.s by his rna· 
jesty. '1'is contrary to Justice and our laws, that her royal highness should depart from 
'her place and claim of heiress apparent to the crown, and resign it to a cpi£d who is 
ont yet la .. fully witn ... ed to h.". been bur? of the queen . We there~ore put your 
highness in remembrance of a second cODclu5100, fit to be premised 10 thiS case, as an 
absolute certain(y to be insisted on, that is, 

ThaI. neither ihe laws of England, nor aoy natural or civil justice. do require of your 
highne88 any kind of testimonies or proofs that the pretences of this supposed Prince 
'of Wales are false and feiKned, or that he was not born of the queen. 

Whosoever claims to be the natural and legitimate Ion of any family, 'tis wholly and 
so'ely incumbent on him to prove it by the laws and customs ot' all civil government, 
and hy the manifest light of nature: those two rules of the civilldW are adopted by 
all countries into their courses of judicature, Qllalem '1uil '" e./acit, pro./imdantento ;ntnJ
tio~;, sua: lakm .. debet prohare; and, F,liu. qui petil "",,,dltalem tallquam,/iIi«1 debet 
proba .. J,/iationem : If .onahip, or other quality or relation, be the ground of a demand, 
that foundation must be always proved by the demandant; if he that pretends to be 
heir by his birth to any inht!ritance, fails of such sufficient witnessc!s al the rcspective 
law!:! uf countries require to p.rov.c his proximity of blood, there needs no testimony on 
the part of those that deny hiS hneal descent. Th1> coune of the law of England i. 
known to most Englishmen, in the trial of all claims by birth; the claimant is always 
put to prove all that he o.t. fortb of hi. deocent in hi. declaratio.., and the lealt defect 
of proof is filtal to hi. process, if the defendant perc<ivea th~ plaintiff to want .ufficient 
legal testimooy of his descent and birth; he never troubles the court with proofs on 
his behalf; 'tis enough for him that he denies.l.he Jescent pretended, to shew the in· 
8ufficiency of the witnelses, and their testimony producM to prove it. 

Your highness,is not obliged, either by our laws or natul'aljustice, to have witDetses 
to prove the pretended Priuce o~ Wales to be an ,impostureJ het royal highness having 
been the legal acknowledged !telre" apparent uf the crown. Uol""s such lawful wit. 
nesses, tha.t he was born of the queen, were known and published, as did satisfy the 
kingdotn, neither your highness, nor any prince8 or states, may in justice acknowledge 
his pretences; 'her roy a! highness ought to remain in the esteem of t.he kingdom, and 
of all princes and states, as the heiress apparent of the CroWD, at least until a prince shaU 
be legally known and declared i and 'til -a mawrest wrong to your highness, to the 
kin~onl, and to all tbe prote~tants i~terest, to luffer tbis .upposed prince, silently and 
SUbftl issivelYt withuut publick cqmplaint of the wrong. to assume the name of prince 
and heir apparent to the crown. • 

" rhen the ,popish league end~voured to set uide the claim of your highness's ,an
cestor, H'eory IV. to.th. crown of Fran"", and procrai&ned the Cardinal of Bulloign to 
be kiag, he sent age.rta to the pope, (though he was then a protestant,) and to all the 
prin"". and .tates of Christendom, to manifest himself to iJe the right lawful heir of 
'\bat crowo, and the Venetian.state, (to his vast advantage,) contested. it with the pope's 
nun"", U.at tbey oug.ht,.b to acknow.ltalge him, beeau.e it appeared that be was the 
fight hm. ' 
. Hi. right ind<ed wu tobe kin~~' possession; but there i. ~he like 'eason and jus. 

tlce to support ber fO)IIa' highness 8 Ie to the cro~n TO r~ven,lon.' since another is set 
"p, alld deelared througbOl>t tbe wor to he the right helf of It Immechateiy nfter his 
now majelly. 'Tia lIndolllltedty jut and reaaoaRble f .... her to de:..and and expect that 
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UI< pretender's birth (so much and so j .ustly .uspected) should be made manifest to the 
kinli[<iom by witntsses, without exception, according to the law and custom of Eng~ 
land and to natural equity. • 

It may be of dangerous consl:'Clue~ce to suffer a false opinio.D of him in the k~ngdom 
and the world to gain strength by tIme and neglect; yet n .. ther IJw nor equIty ~ut. 
any burden of proof in the case upon your hi~hness ; 'tis onl)' incufIlQc;nt upon your 
h ighness to declare the wrong to yourselves and the kingdom by the pretended prince, 
and to takf' care that no illegal, impt>rfect. or falla('ious tl!&timony 10 the C81'e be in
vented ur obtruded upon yourst:lves and the kingdom. to support his pretences; her 
r.oyal highness's claim and ri~ht to be the ntxt in rever~ionJ after his now majesty, in 
tht: legal descent of the crown, ought to stand unshaken and unquestionable in the 
judgment of our law and the kinf,ldom, notwithsta"ding any thing tu tbe contrary that 
hath been hitherto lawfully published or declared. 0 

We cannot doubt but 'tis here made manift'st that your highlless's publick refusal to 
acknowledge this pretended Prince of Wales may be built upon such sure founda
tions of law and justice 8S can never be overturned; we would IIOt therefore truu[,le 
your highness wI'th all the cir('umstances of the case which we have remarkrd in our 
ob~ervations, that make it to us nol only improbable. but incredible, that ht was born 
of the quten. Since 'tis not possihle for us to send witne~ses personally to prove to 
your highness e"ery circumstance that we have noted, and 'tis not just that your high
]leS! should tHke them up upon unknown authority; since we cannotin prudence sub-
8cribe our names to this memorial, nor so much as the names of our witnetse8 to the 
facts; since the proof oftbe circumstances catrne\'er be a foundation of positive unques
tionable certainty, but can only at'tve to make the falsehood and jesuitical contri,'anee 
in this imposture mort' intamous and odious; since 'tis undoubtedly your highness's in
t-erest nenr to dtpart from the manifest prinCiples of law and justice, which put it 
wholly and entirt'ly upon £hr maintaMlt': r5 of the supposed prince to prove him to be 
such as they prelend, with the hi\thest human certainty that can be acquired by wit
nesses, and to the kingdom's full satIsfac.tion: 

And since 'tis notoriously known, that above all others of ,the Roman church, the 
jesuits (which in this mattf>r will most t"arnestly contend against yo~r highnt'.s!t) have 
the greatest eff'ronted ronfidence to deny and forswear matters of fact, however cer .. 
tainly proved and -known; ..,rl they would be glad to have any thlDg oWered in this 
cas~ that might give them room, or a possibility for <'tispute, and seeming doubtfulncsa 
of tac~ that UJeY might ob.cure the trutb, and drceiv/: .ume of the people wl\h lI,leir 
equivocal affinnation, and impertinent cavill at your highness's witnel&es, or their tes .. 
timoniea, and their bold asseveration" of falflchoods : 

Upon aU the8~ consideratlons, we' shaH re$tralD from Ihe relatio» of many ,·try prt~ 
nant circumstaDces that we had co1lected, which" if th~y, were taken joint ~y in t.helt na-
tural order. and due connection, would. by their un'ltrd force,litrongly induce impartial 
jufiges to conclude that the 4ueell (:uuld nor.-be the mother 'of 'ht: suppose-a prlDce. 

We could ~ive very great circumstantial atsurances ~o your highne .. that there! never 
was, or appt?ared to be. any rt',~n8hle grounds tor a beJiefthaeJler majesty"httd Con .. 
ceiveu a chiltl . ~he never llad tlte first most nalural, known, ~and common sign of 
couc~ptioll : her mt:1Ius projlut1ium, or ternle', c(lDtioued their u.aual un l'ertalD ('OIUBe a. 
formelly, during the whole time of her pretenderl great belly; she did not conceal 
that it was with her after that manner of women In her joutn~y , to · Bath, nor tbat ~lIey 
continued some days after the king left her there, and all the illtiu",try used afterward 
to hide them in their seaSGn., proi,'ed ineftf ctuhf;al because those things came to the 
knowledge of more than were made privy to th whole imposture dnign~. 

Uer majesty having not that natural sign f her terllles .tOpplDg whereby women 
u.ually conclude themselv .. to bave conceived, froDl whence aile could make. r«koDo 
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iO$' it 8eems, by the king's speech in council, that their majesties had both thought fit 
to I-'uhlilh her conceptIOn to have been at the time of the present made to the Lad y":t 
Image at Loretto, upon the king's return to the queen at nath, 

It was then too soon for them to be provided of a supposititious child, and so might 
name any time they. pleased cq her conception, and then seek for ~ child that might 
agree with it; and It appeared piOUS and great to make her conceptIOn one of the mi· 
rades at the lady's Image, though it happened unluckily afterward that they could not 
make the times of her conception and supposed delivery to agree wilh nature's most 
constant time of nine months. . 

The confidants and advisers about the imposture hearing the voice of common fame 
UpOIl the king's'lledaring when the supposed new-born child was shewn, that he had 
now a son, a strong and lively prince, the mea~st childbearing women that were dis. 
interested, laying thereupon i.n, mockery,. that .such a child of about eight month, was 
as great a miracle as the queen s conceptIOn ha~ been reported; we say, the confidants 
fearing it might make the whole story less credible, and help to detect the fraud, they 
h,,'. persuaded her majesty to dedare that she had miscounted the. time of her con
ceiving the child, and that she knew very well that she was wiih child before her use 
of the bath; by this new reckoning. they thought that it might be affirmed that the 
child was born at hiS due tlme~ and might be stroD~ ano hvely, as hiS maJl!sty had said, 
and they thought. it an easy sham to say women mlsreckoned very often. 

But it was unhappily forgotten that her majesty had continued and expressly af
firmed her first reckonllig s~eral weeks .after her pretended delivery ; it was forgotten 
that it was known sufficientl.V t.hat her majesty had her termes in her journey to Bath, 
and fouf clays after the king's going from thence, which was a manifest proof tbat 
there was then no conception; it was not considered that if it be truth that the queen 
knew her6elf to have:: then conceived. as she hath lately declared, then it cannot be a 
misrtckoning, and the meant'st physician she h\d at Bath would have told her. that if 
she had imagined a conception, as she now says, bathing would probably destroy the 
embryo. • 

It was not well remombered how the king 'had declared with her majesty's privity 
the miracle of the time' of her conceiving qUite inconsistent with hef now account; 
neither was it tlu"!Jght of in the now council how her majesty's truth and honour should 
be saved in her contrary stories of the time of her conceiving, f:ov('Q since her supposed 
delivery; but we need not mention that. since the worla knows how little regard the 
jeliuit oonfessors have to truth, . 

H er majesty 8hewed no grounds to believe her pregnancy by nature's 'progress there. 
in i the common natural signs, that in four months follow in every woman that hath a 
child in her womb. were Wholly wanting io her lIlajesty i there was no swell ing or in .. 
crease of the:: usual proportion of her breasts. nor was there any milk ever seen to bl; in 
them, (though une lady took'the cobfidence once to affirm it) the proportion of them 
was \'isibly the same tp. the eyes'of aU tQat can be lawfully witne~es, and were usually 
in her presence. and none of ~hose ladies proper to be witnesses could eve)' obtain th~ 
satisfaction to see a drop of nlltk from her breaats, .hough it had been her majesty'5 
hODour, interest, aoJ ple ... ",r. to have shrwed it, if tiler. had been any reality iu the 
pretence of Mr pregnancy, 

W.e put thia d.rcumstance into our mtmorial not without some mirth in our meetin .. ,.. 
becau!e ~ne .of our company' sai~ he was now sl1re ~hat nei~her her majesty's physi(;ia~~ 
nor the Jesulla "'.ere datural phIlosophers; they mIght (saId he) with very little art. 
have cause? the 'll1eeD'l breasts, at her age, to have swelled with milk 80 plentifully, 
that .he mtght ha\"e eu,ly mHked ~orth in quantity in the sight of the Princess of 
Denmark and .11 the proustant ladi oftbe court; i; may be done (said he) in I"tional 
Qr aDlmol creatures, aad h~ pv.e UI i lance. of uudoubted CredIt whereiu it had been 



52 Tracts d.tong tile Reign tj' King Will .. ", III. 

.lone 10 hi. ·knowledge, and a child suckled; and, 10 divert us, he offen!d to .hew it jn 
an animal he having also tried tJlat experIment, and thereby milked out th~ mIlk from 
a young ~reature's udd~r that had nive~ been with young; another of. th~ ~mpany 
Mill merrily, if that were so easy an artifice. he w<lndered t.hat the Romlsh pneal" had 
not learned it, since 'tis known to the world that they have long l1ad the art of keep· 
jng the Virgin Mary's milk above WOO years, and of multiplying the, !!uan\ily of it 
from horse loads to cart loads, to dillperse among their credulous vulgar. 

We humbly pray your highnessCi pardon that we seem herein less seriOUI ·than ao 
great a matter requires; we speak only the words of truth and soberness, but dIe cO"
mical trick. of Ihe Romish priests (that commonly end in tragedy) fo~ us 10 represent 
them 8& they deRTve. 

Ther~'8 another known sign and testimony of a woman's pregnancy, that is,. the sen
sible stirring of the l'h,ld in the womb, that wa, expe~ted h.". mOJ .. ty shontd have 
ehewn to the laciit's with joy, especially to those protestant ladies of her bed-chamber 
that doubltd (with the protestant doctor, her then physician) her being with child, as 
&r as they durst (when the quickening of a child", her womb wa. pretended, abd 
published thrnu~hout the kingdom,) it had hf'en a plea9ure to her majesty, and no 
trouble (if it had been r~al without deceit) to have shewn the motion of a child in her 
worn!" to honourabk ma.trons of her bed-chamber, that might have been in all respects 
lawful witnesoes of that truth to the justly jealous kingdom; these might have touch
ed her beny, and had bet'nlroper jud!(es frOll1 their experience of the true motions of 
an infant in the womb, an some of (,:onsanguinity to the! heire8s apparent might hute 
been aomitted to that favour, as our laws antt common prudence directed, for remo
ving the caost'S of jealousy; but however industriously her maje.!llyti quickening with 
child was sprt'ad abroad, yet the feeling of its motions was never vouch'Jaftd to any 
competent witnesses of it, to give the suspicious kingdom a ground to believe that sbe 
was with child. ~ • 

The next visible and manifest s!P.' of the true natural progreso of a great belly, i. 
the distension of all the parts of the Qody that encircle and encompass tbe womb; 
luch is the place and manner wherein nature hath prepared ta, ·~ing of tne grow ... 
jng child in the womb, that aecording to its growth and increase, a~d the quantity of 
liquors that are naturallY. and necessarily congested there, 80· are all the circumalhbient 
parts gradually extended and.enlargtd to make room; there never was, nor naturally 
can be, an extension only of the periton,um, tne rim df the belly, to give rooUl to the 
child; all naturalists and anatomists know, that ifio that manner, no ehild could k~p 
its natural site in the womb, nor be bom a1i~e. ' 

All men and women that ever observed women great wilh child, know that oil the 
parts that inclose the cavity swell until the time of their delivery approach; bu.t this 
natural necessary sign of pregnancy so entirely fa!led in ~er majesty, that ,lniful spec
tators of both .exe, wondered that better arts were qot used tQ make that '''tble .igll 
and appearance of the growth of a child in ber womb; we wen! sati,tied by .kilful 
Dlatrons of great experience, that attended on purpose to ob8erve ber map\f exactly, 
Ihat. alllhe outward parts of he~ lIudy that encompass the womb, oINere ofthe IIIme pro
'portlon that they were at other time" sa.e only her belly, wHicb was exceedingly 
copped. up, and high, that .hew'd like a great bellied woman to them Ibat looked upon 
her majesty b,efore j but, said they, when we saw her majesty walking, and Jooked 
upo? her 'behmd, and on each side, we saw uot the least ap~t:ance in h~r of' .. great 
bellted woman; we took care to have the fashion of her m~jesty's body observed by 
.ktlful women at several periods of time dnringl. supposed pregnancy, and once a 
very short time before her pmended delivery, we had alway. the 'IIIIIe accou11l 
we 'have here faithfully gi.en your higbn .... 

We compared this circumstance with anothe that we ·bad marked, wltereof ft had 
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fr<!m time to tim~ run alluranee during all the four last months time of her majesty'. 
supposed being wILh Olllld, those belDg the months wherem usually all tht! clTcumalll_ 
bient parts ,of the womb swell most;, we were vtry well informed, that in all these 
months her majesty, contrary to her tormer usual cOllrse, aLways wltlldrew from her 
chamber, aDd retired into her c,flbinet, or 60me other private room, with two or three 
Italian" .wheR she changed her lineD, and would never permit anyone of the protes ... 
taot ladies of tbe bed-chamber to see her change her lmen, a. they had constantly 
done, 

'Those two circumstances explained each other, and plainly shewed that the natural 
naked and true'~hape of her majesty's bodYJ as it was then. was not to be aeen by those 
that ,",'rre nut of the confederacy in the intended imposture; those: that were only ca· 
pahle of being lawful " ·itoe"e. for her majesty again~t common fame, (if fame hau be
lied her.) those were all exclude,d from a possibility of seeing whether her belly was truly 
and natura]y great, and a few foreigners of no quality were only to keep the secr~t of 

'what her majesty was to make the copling belly. 
Nothing can be more manifest than it is bJ all these circumstances, taken as they 

ought in connt'ction each with otht:r, that there hath nothing appeared of the natural 
plainness aod simplicity that alway, accompany trulh, in the whole demeanour of her 
majesty, from the time of her pretended conceiving a child to the very tjme of her 
feigued delivery uf th .. supposed Prince of Wales; all that hath been actee in the mat
ter hath plainly imported trick and design. to hidr: and sm9lher Nature's works, that 
ought to have been most freely exposed to the whole world; ifthere had been any truth 
iD thf" pret~nces that ~ould have borne the light, we lDay securely affirm to your high. 
ness, that to all the elght months and foor days, fu.st reckoned to have been the time 
of btr majesty's pregnancy, or from the time of her going to Bath in the new reckon
ing, there never hath been any of these constant natural signs in her majesty that 
could afford to any uoderstandiug man or worqan a grou.d to believe that she con
ceived a cililrl. 

The progress towards finishing the intended imp9lture of this Prince of Wale. hath 
been answerable to its heoKinning. In the preparation for her majesty 's supposl'd deli· 
very, tbere hath been DO regard to the rules -of natural equity or law, or common pru
dence, uur any appearance of that open freedom and naturally plain proceeding that 
ought to have shewn that they <lid Dot fear tbe kingdom, or thto wprld, knowing the 
trl>lh of all tbat should be dono'in that pretended natural work of bearing a child, 
wherein'the "' hole kingdum. and 80 much of the worM was concerned. If the customs 
and' laws of England, or natural equity, had been consulted in the cirCuDl~tances of the 
cue about the prtparations needful for her majesty's expected del i v~rance 0 a prince, 
the fir.t of all advices had certainly been to give early notice to your highnt:ss, and to 
othera in the neareat possibility or expectance of succeeding to the crown, of the timp. 
of her expected travail anrl deJiv-erance of a prioee, and of the place of her residence at 
such lime; tbat proper,Yoble matrons an4 other8 might have prepared themselves, and 
attended there, and have been prest'llt in their behalf, which might have suppressed and 
.ilenced fer ever, by ljJeir testinlonies, all s"'picions en fraud al1<l imposture. 

But 'tis not oolj uddeniable that no luch notice was·given either to her royal high
ncaa, or &0 8.IIy of cODlaDguinity with he-r, nor to aoy other of the noble matrons of 
England, bat such artificts \Vere used as migbt most conceal the time and intended 
~e of ber p'r~te.o.ded. tl'!''lail, such feigned time of h~r supposc:d cOllceptl0n was pul>
b.hed by the k.ng .-.I queen, that neither her royal highness, nor any of tbe nobility, 
co,ld poSSibly fo'-O the tim. Whe~he comedy that is DOW said to have been acted 
"at\O begin. ' . 

The place whe"" ber ~.t)' '1'.' i tended to lie in was kept in such uncerti-iDty, 
aDd often publiabed ,0 v~.Y, ~ . es th.~ ,t .Jlould, be at RlchnlOnd, sometimes 
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at \Vind80r another time at Hampton Court, that none of the nohles of either sex, that 
were of th; kindred and friends of the heir apparent, nor of the protestant nobility, 
couln know how to prepare thems~l"es for attendnn~e on her majesty, as was their 
duty to their miljesties, her royal11lghnrs5, and the kmg~on1. .. 

As tile publication of the place was often changed, as If a surprise 10 the place was 
clesigned, so at last such.a sudden and se(",!,in~ hasty resolution was tak!,,,, a d~y or two 
he fore her pretended rlehvery, that her Iymg·tn should be at St .Jame~ s, though none 
t'xpected tile til!1e to be near qy ~bove three wt'"eks, that .conllna~ds were gi\:e,n for pre ' 
paring her locigmgs there 60 hastl,ly, that when, her mllJe8ty s~l(i on the ~ noay, she 
would lie there on Saturoay, and It was told her It was Dot pOSSible her.lodgtngs sllould 
be ready, she then said, she would lie there on the floor. 

It was hoped by all the protestants, that the Prince.s of Denmark would have been 
a faithful watcher for her own sake, when the time of hfT majesty's rleliverant.:e of her 
great beJly should come; though she had not been able, or she durst not give them , 
advic..'e of the occurrences in the time of her majesty's supposed pregnancy, it was 
thought that shecou1O not be avoided but she would be present to see what was brou~ht 
forth, whnher any thing ()r nothing; but rare was taken that snviee fihoulcl he given 
her, when she wanted astrinsent medicines, to go to the loo!iienmg wa.ters of the BRth, 
to kel'p her fourscore miles olstant till the pretended prince should be born. 

At the tirst notice we had of her majestY':J passionate declaration, that she would lie 
at St James'" on the Saturday night, we could not coojel'ture that there was to be a 

r.retended prince- brought forth on the Sunday; nor was t'here any whispers of it, or the 
east natural ieigned or counterfeit sign of forerunning pains of a woman whose time 

of tral'ail apprvacheth. Her majesty was late tn the night at cards, and no appt'arance 
of an indisposition then, nor is any pretencied to have been in the mght; hut we learn
ed by the event on the Sunday. the reason of her m~jesty's fixed and unmovable reso-
lution to lie at St James's- on the Saturday night; she was to seem to bring forth a 
prince on the Sunday. 

There was a cunning contrh'an~e to .chuse a fit time of that day i it was to be be
tween lhe hours of niut anti ten in the morning, that all, or most of the prottstant la
dies might be at church, and the trick be O\'er before their return; ,and that the mid
wife, Mrs Labany, an9 the favourite Mrs Tour:tin, might hal't freedom and secrecy, as 
they had, to act tlteir parts iR the bringing forth of a suppmititioueJrioce. 

The room also that was chosen, wherein the trick"was to be acted, was fit for the 
purpose. and r.ontrary to the rules of' common prudence. to be chosen in a case 'su8pect ... 
ed for settmg up a 5upposititlOU8 child, and ought to have bnn avoided, if their meaning 
had been just and good. Thf1'e was a private door within the ruel of the bed, into a 
room. irom whence a child might bl: secretly brought, and put into the bed, unseen by 
any that should attend in the queen'. room, thou!1h at . the feet of the bed; (none of 
them coming into the ruet;) and by that door the tbree confidantes, the midwife, Mrs 
Labany, and Mrs Tourain, brought into her4ntljesty's bed \;:hat they pleased unseen. 

]f they had wRnted no seCI'd conveyance by that door, common prudence required 
that thry had nailed or sealed jt ·up, to avoid con6rming and inereasing the kingdom's 
just and known jeuloosies, of impOsing upon them a counterfeit prince, when it should 
~e known, that tbere was such secret ways as mane it so eatI,Y to be done by confedera .. 
tlon, ,!odlsrerned by others that were in the room; but i.t appeared by the event, that 
th~ pnvy door was 80 necessary for the designed imposture!. , tlJat all the transactions 
of It wrre managed by that door, a. i. _II kDown 10 all those lord. of the council that 
were brought for a, 5he~, n~t to see any thing \bat was done, but only to be sem. in 
th~ bed-chamber WIth h,. majesty, that their D.)lie. might be puhli.hed to the people, 
.... ,'f 'hey had been witDe .... of the queen', bejbg delivered of thi. pretended prin~. 

1 he clVlllawB pr.ovldcd. as a rule of commoo"nalural equity, that wben a woman WI' 
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to be delivered of a postbumous child, that might defeat anotber apptaring heir, that 
tfie chamber wherein she was to be delivered should havtt but one door; and if there 
were more, tbat tbey sbould be sealed up witl) the seals of both parties, and that 
kef'pen should b~ set at the 8iDgl~ doo~. and no woman suffered to enter.untll she was 
searched in all kinds, that nq, child ought be conveyed to the woman In her real or 
supposed travail i and though we have no express statute that gives direction in such 
cases, yet ou) ·common law abhors all appearance of fraud about inheritances, and hath 
appointed twelve of the most ahle neighbours 1.0 judge of all the signs and appearances 
of fraud aReI setting up counterfeit heirs; who may also judge upon presumptive evi
dence, and rej~~t any prttended heir, whne they see signs of frautl and imposture 
whereupon to gfollnd their judgment, and everyone m\l&t, at his peril, take care that 
there be no ~round8 of suspicion given of a supposititious heir. 

We ha\'e taithfully shewed your highness what were the preparations for her majes-
·ty 's supp<lsed tIme of travail,· wherein there appeared no marks uf an intention to deal 
uprightly and openly WIth her ro)al highness, as heiress apparent of the crown, and 
with the subjects of the kingdom; nor was there any natural signs that her majesty 
really ffOared or expected thfl common sorrows, pains, and danger of a. woman in travail, 
oc made any suitable provisions. 

\Ve cannot learn that tber-e was in readinesa so much as the usual in!ltruments of mid· 
wives, whereupon they commonly place all womrn of quality in their time uf travail, 
that such assistance may be given them, by the matroD~ and miriwives, as is not possi· 
hie to be given on their knees. which i. the common posture at meaner women, and 
least of all, as they lie in tht:IT hed, whi .:.: h is seldoOl ubed, unttl the length of the tra\ ail 
and failure uf strength enforce it; there being many natural reasoDs tor the posture of 
the women's bodies helping them in their travail. 

Amongst other suitable provisions, it had been certainly fit that a college of phys~ 
cians haft been called to attend somewhere near, to her majtsry, if she had not known 
there could be no nt"ed of them; and she being ~ure there could be no hour of danger 
to herself, in a feigned travail, nor any suelden neetl of physicians' ad ... ·ice or help to a 
strong lively suppo!ted prince that was intended then to be brought forth. 

As all the: preparatiotls for her majesty's !Upposed time of travltil discovered to know. 
ing and obst"rvin),t peuple, that thue was Dot reality in her pretences made of a great 
belly, 80 tbe fiction and Iraud was made more olallifest wbe" th~ trick calOe tu be 
actro. • • 

Her.majesty lying in bool, with all the curtains round close drawn, all that was pro
~ined belonging naturally to a chllrl, and intended to be u,cd by them;in their bring
ing torJh the supposilitious prince, bemg prepared and ready withill the inner (Ohamuer, 
then her majesty's feigned travail began: and ali- these thlDgs were, by the hell) of the 
midwife, Mrs Labany, and Mrs Touram, the confederates, brought through the cinor 
;n the wall by tbe qu<en's bed, and-p\tt between her sheets, that is, a child, and .11 that 
naturally auends a lJirJb ;·then tHe midwife and the confidantes s~ellled very busy about 
ber- majesty in tilt: dark, none sf'eing what they did; and being afraid, as appeared by 
the midwife', w.ord" that the child, which was prtpvec.1 to sleep to prevent Ih crying 
before it w .. got illt'; the hed. should be stifled by.lb.'clusen.s. of tit. ~ed, thoy "er. 
force~ , tG ha~eg the queen', pretended delivery, even be)onri what was reasonaul) to 
be beheved, not.·i thstan();ug all that could be said of the Lady of Loretto, or au) other 
Nlnt':; a.I'~t.ance ; thereto.e tbt" q\leen'a supposed deliverance wu in ,·cry short time. 
B~t nothIng app~a(eUiu her majesty like the real natural travail of a woman In (:hdd

"earmg; there bemg none of the usual natural signs in h~r majesty of bemg: in real tra
ltI.il. which cannot be bidden; ther" was no appearance of an apllroaching tra\ait by 
\'.&riou •. intcr~J)itting paflgt, usually v¥y great, by the infant's strugglIng to fre.c ihdf 
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of the womb; no .hew of the pain. naturally and gradually increa.in,g, as, more of t~e 
1igatnrea came to be broken or, rent, ~hereby every infant ',s safely retalDe~ 10 t~e womb 
until its full growth and "PpolDt~J twne; there were no !l1~' of he~ majesty ~ kno~ 
wukness in uearing such p~ngs 10 her .state of b~YI deblhtate~ with l?og lingering 
infirmities' there were no signs of a violent eruptIon of an untimely birth from the 
womb of eirrht mouths and four days, as her majesty then reported 'it to have been. 

All that ~va8 to be feigned was suddenly dispatched. and the michvife aelivered 
somethin~ close covered to Mrs Labany, which could be nothing 'JUt tht' child they 
JJad put In. aDd we~t with it together thr~ugh the privy ~oor. in the ru~1 uf. the .bed 
into the uext room, In ~o great hastc. that It was not considered how. plainly Jt mIght 
(Iiscover, that it was a mere feigned counterfdt travnil of the qucen·l, if the midwife 
durst quit htr attending and assistin3 her majesty in these moments, when there was 
the greatest necessity of her skill and assistance in ht"r. office, and the mOllt extreme 
danger of her mojesty's life, by any neglect of her, if .he had reaUy brought forth aDY 
child, as they were obliged to pretend. 

Instead of fair open freedom, in slu'winl'C that the queen was really delivered of a 
prince, which our customs and 1aws and natural equity required. that all thuse works 
of nature might have been seen, and testllit:d by Ilohle lOatroD8, tht"ir pretended bilth 
at a prince, and all that they dirt about it, was done in tbe dark, with the curtallls close 
drawn round about the bed, and under the coverings of it, and nont> of either sex per
mitted to see any thing done about her majesty, or her 8uppmled child, save oDly the 
confederates; no otbers of those in the bed-chamber, that drew as near as they might, 
were suffered to see what was taken out of tke bed, being something wholly covered, 
and immedIately carried away by the private door. 

All hearkened after the common and most con8tant natural sign of the birth of a 
living child. that is, its crring; hut we are fully assured, fn;'m divers l~rds of the coun· 
ci). and others that were "1 the bcd·c}lamber, that the crymg of a ch1ld was heard by 
none there, when the pretence was that a child was born, though the midwife would 
not at first say it was a prince.' . 

'Ve have rdate,1 to YOUI· highnesses no circumstances but such .s are notoriously 
known, or could he judiCially proved befor~ any impartial conrt of judicature. and there .. 
fore we will not ottcr to your highness the!c conjectures, (though y/e have them flom 
~ood hands,> of wJH1t'WRS ac;ted about theprctended prince, in the room from whence 
he was brought, and to which he was carried, befor~ the lord, of the council, or 8..IJy 
other!;, were t"ld that thcre was a prince born: bllt we have it of certainty from those 
that were prestnt, that during the whole flctitioul travail of the queen's, and.a consi
derable time <tner it, his majesty ktpt those lord. of the council that were caHed, not 
1"..1r from the feet of her majesty's bed, that was clbse shut up; and they neither saw 
nor hearo any thing about the birth orthe supposed prince, whereof they can be law
ful witnesses to the kingdom, yet the actors of thls 'whole imposture had the confidence 
to publish forthwith to the kingdom by auth""ly, tliat thooe IQrd., and many ladie. of 
quality, were present at the queeu" delivery of a prince, equivocating therein like the 
jesuits, and f.!lstly insinuating ~oCthe people, that those-lords, an4jJ many matrons of the 
no1.Hlity, had been such ocu1ar witll.esses as our la .. 1.'8 rtquire, of the queen's being deli
vered of a prince; whereas. in truth. all that were not of the coafederacy waited to DO 
more purpose, than if they had been ten miles off her b~·chamber. 

After long waiting h" majesty left them, and retned into the .inner~mt where 
was Mrs Labany, and the confidantes, with the 6uppo.ed prince; and it wallOOn after 
said to the lord.s, that a prince being born, there was no more need of them. where. 
upon several at them wCnt away; and whatsoever",as done in shewing a child to thOle 
that stayed, w .. Dot worthy of enq,riry, since;t could bo of Do use to your highness 
.or the kingdom, 
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Yet we carefUlly observed and enquired after the queen·s supposed deliverance of a 
p'tinl'e, whether there were aoy n~tural demo~.strable: sign.'3 in her lIlajestYI that she .had 
newly born. child, that had broke Its way by vloleu.ce mto the world before nature's time, 
as she then affit'meti; some of us know well the usual and necessary consequences of 
such force upon nature in WOlDen of such tenderness and weakness as ht'r majesty's; 
we expected to ha've heard of her great weakness and danger of her life by a fever, 
that cOll'lmooly attends such untimely births; we enquired after the danger of her 
m~jesty's breasts, by the uDusu~1 reduudancy or milk, hecause one had reported 80 long 
hetore. that she had plenty of It 10 her breast.; we employed proper persons to ask 
.what woman had the honour to draw her breasts, or whether any applications were 
made to her br~tlJ to repel or dry the milk; and also, to ask after the good progress 
of her majesty, in the n.atural cleansings that follow child-bearing; aDd ofh~r st~ellgth 
in bearing these unaVOidable consequences, whf'rebyall women of htr majesty s tcn
.dt"rness and weakness are greatly debilitated; but we could ne\'tr learn, by our most 

• diligent inquiry, that there was auy appearance of these natural effects of child-bearing, 
thDugh a good doctor's skill might have easily feigned all those. to Ille delusion of all 
about her majesty's court. 

'Ve have now given your highness an abstract of many of the circumstances which 
we had collected in this afnir; and must freely affirm, that we cannot observe, from 
the beginning to the end of it, one footstep of sincere plainness; aU that hath been· 
done therein, from the queen's ~retended conception to her supposed delivery of a 
prince, hath shewed desires and Intentions to hide the truth of those natural things, 
which they were obliged, by the laws of .England, by natural justice, and by their own 
honour 3.nd interest, to ha\'e made demollitrable or provable, by sufficient witnesses, to 
all the kingdom, if there had bet:n truth in their pretences. 

There hath been such a total neglect, slighting, and disrellard of all the necessary 
rules of Jaw andjustice about needful witnesses of the birth fi)f a prince and heir to the 
CroWD, (when they knew that most of the kiogd;m suspected their setting up a coun· 
terfeit,) that il looks like a contempt of your highntss aDd the whole kingdom, as if 
no satisfaction were due to her royal highness I'D her admission of an heir to the crown 
before her, nor to the kingdom in their acknowledgment of a prince to be the oext 
successor to the crown. 

The most modesljudgment we can make of it is, to think thllt a IJliud zeal, (always 
no~rished by the Romish church) ' 1.0. settle a popish successor, hath made them break 
tllI'ough,all the rules of righteousness, and stifle alld extinguish aU the natural affections 
of a falher to a· child, to do a service to their church that it! by their doctrine so me
I·itorious. 

Your highness will the better consider all these circumstances mentioned, if you wilL. 
please to call to mind the occasion and time when this design was first resolved to set 
up a prince, tv bar her royal highneas'of the immediate succession to the crown. 

Be pleased to remem~r,. that iris before observed, that the going to the Bath, and 
the \'isit to St Wiot:fred's well, and the present made ta. the Lady, Wf'fe preparations 
for a repo,t of the queen's being- with child, and weJIC all concluded upon about the 
end of Auguat and beiinning of September 1 .6~7, apd then was your highness's com
phance with the popi.h design despaired of. 

The abstract of Mr Steward's letters to Mynheer Fagel. which we juat 1I0W find 
prlDt~dJ confirma &11 our membriala in that matter. He was pardoned and chosen by 
the kIng to hav.e pe ...... ded your hi~hneSl to a consent that the penal laws and test 
should he repealed, which had heen a full e,tablishment of popery; in his two first 
letters of July be ICeD .'" persuade ,""ur highne •• , that the king w,," resolved to pre
serve,. ~nd observe the true right of 8uccelsion to the crown, and waa very desirQus of. 
your hIghness" consent and cuncurre..,. in his design, and trDUbled to find them so· 

'\W,L, x. fI 
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averse from it; in his next letters of the .ame July .he pressed that your hil!hne~ 
should htlve been disposed to hearken t~ a w~U.chosen mformer, to be lent by his ma· 
jesty to persuade your cODcurre~ce oWlth him, ~n.d. he pre.lled extremely for ' a hasty 
answer: the new councils for settmg up a SUpPOSititIOUS prince seem then to have been 
begun. . • . , 

That letter seems to threaten what we now see If your hIghness refuse~; he doubled 
his assurance to him that waa to solicit your highness. that if you were obstinate, (as 
they call it.) it will be fatal to the dissenters. and be feared "reductive of ill. yet un
heard of: And his letter of August 5. 3eems to give your hIghness your last tIme to 
chuse the settlement of popery, or to resolve to be trut: to the protest~nt religion. ' 

He says, if your highneu did what was desi~c1 by the king, it wa! the Dest service 
to the protestants. the highe't oblig~tion on hi. majesty. and the greatest advance
ment of your own interest that you could think on; b~t if not, then all is contrary. 
There can be no other meaning, in saying if your highnesses refustd~ all is contrary, 
save only this, that the protestants should then have no mer~y from, th~ papists; b~s 
majesty would be 60 offended that he would bt!come your hIghness s enemy; ano-It 
would be the 1088 'of your highne89'~ greatest interest,. that you ca~ think on, which cer· 
tainly could be no other than the Just expectancy ot the three klDgdoms. 

As these letters threaten that the king would destroy your highness's greatest in· 
terest if you refused, so the attempt of it soon after appeared. 

It is DOW known, that in September and October the resolutions were taken to pub. 
lish that the queen was with child; but before it \l'a, publicly declared, that is, Octo
ber $, Mr Steward says, he would use no mure arguments to your highness, but he 
then laments your highness's loss of the time of compliance : " Alas;' said he, if that 
Providence should not be understood." T~en, in November, he speaks more plainly, 
(notwithstanding your hiRhness's moderation towards the papists and their lillerty was 
shewn by Mynheer Fa~l. letter.) h~ says that all hope of your highn ... •• concur
renee in the king's desl~ was given over, and men were become as cold in it there as 
your highness were pOSItive bere;l And upon his new conference with the king, he not 
only shews the king's dislike of that letter, but says expressly, that your highness's 
answer was too long delayed. and that th~ king was quite dver that m~ttf'r, Thtre 
can be no other reasonable construction of this, than that the king 'had then resolved 
of another way to .. prosecule the popish design, and time hath now ' shewn and proved 
to the world that the way reSolved on was to set up this supposititious prince tor a po-
pish successoy " 

These letters, by the help of timr, shew the design 'when it was in embryo~ and 
1lelr to make a judgment upon all the other circumstances that we ha\'e mentioned j 

aor no doubt, if an evidence made lip of aU the circumstances that we have mention
ed, in their order and connection, were given to any impartiMI judges, it would be 
judged as strong a presumptive evidence as ever ~e.s given.; and in the proceedings of 
Gur laws against criminals, judgment hath ,passed against .... !1ives of many upon far 
1e6! evidence, this being as fun aa the matter of the thing can p08libly suft'er In your 
highne .. and tbe kingdom's cas... . • 

l3ut notwithltandiD! tbis sdrt of circumstantial evidence be .iufficiently forcible and 
convincing to disintereslted persons, to prove this supposed prince to be an impostor, 
and it may be more ci{'cumatance~ of the same nature are known to your highneA, yet 
~e mOlt humbly pray your highness tQ wave inlisting Upoll any of them, 8S entirely as 
If you could neither prove nor know more about this pretended prince than common 
fame bath proclaimed without contradiction. 

It no way. belongs to your highnesses. nor. t<fthe kingdom. to prove the falsehood 
of hu~ prc~tnces, or any circumstance about hl1 birth, and It \Vould be very prejudicial 
for. your hoghn ... to take upon you the burde , of producing wilne .... and proof., and 
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mmittiog your highness's adversaries to dispute their force and sufficiency, when 1t be
long8 to them wholly. and only to bri~g forth such lawful witne~sc:s ill due lIum~)e~s 
as may satisfy your hlghnes,s and the kmgdo"!' of the truth of their pretences, a~d It IS 

an infinite wrong to your highness and the kmgdom, that they have not done It lon~ 
since if there had been a true.prince born of the queen. 

Si~ce it is the kingdom'S great concern as well as your highnesses, we are the bolder 
to propdse tha't the method of defence against the public injury, be made according to 
the known laws and customs of England j that is, that aD open free demand be made 
in the name of her royal highness, as heiress apparent of the crown; and in behalf of 
.all the people'Gf,the realm, that there !Je forthwith declared and publi.hed to the king
dom a sufficient" Dumber for this case, oflawful witnesses of either sex., such as the laws 
of England and natural justice require in the qse, who do testify, that, accorrling to 
the usua.l practice of their respective sexes at the birth of princes, heirs to crowns, they 
-were eye.witnesses that the cHild, now called the Prince of 'Vales, was naturally born ot' 

the queen'. body, 
:Tis but just, regular, and mouf'st for your highness to make that demand, and your 

insisting upon it to be done immediately without the least delay, a,ncJ is no more than 
the right of your highness and the kingdom, that must be confeAed by all that either 
know the rules of natural justice or tbe laws of England: Our law. require .nddemand 
an entry to be made upon all intruders into the rights or inheritances of another, there 
ought to be legal interruptions made of all wrongful possessions however obtained. A 
long permission of all illegitimate child to pass for a legitimate heir, is of aangerous 
consequence to the true heir of an inhe~tance; 'tis a knowh rule both in our English 
laws and the civil laws, Tacen~ tonga tempore prlE$Jlmitur consentire, he that remains 
long without answering aoy thiog to an intruder's claim seems to allow it. 

We crave pardon that we must freely tell your highn~ss, that it hath heen OUf asto .. 
nishment that your highness has been 80 long silent and gave tleferred to make your 
ju.t demand, and that you have .0 long .uffered'ller royal Ilighness's chaplains to pray 
publickly for this supposed Prince of Wales. • 

Your highness's heart cannot desire the God of truth and righteousness to prosper 
Buch aD invasion of Y0l1r own and the kingdom's rights. nor to bless the imposture a!:> 
such, being set up (though an innocent child) to be a tool in the hands of others to 
destroy the proteslant profession, your highness's claims to the !reatest inheritance and 
th,e best civil government kllOWIt in the world. We belie\re your highnesses to be true 
Chl'istians. that tremble in the worship and prayers btfore the eternal Majesty, ant! 
therefore hope· such a shew of owning him will not be louger suffered tb be acted be· 
fore the great God, that learcheth all the hearts of princes and subject., 

If your highn,esses shall /irst make this legaL demand proposed, and satisfaction 
therein be not given by the maintainers of the supposed prince without delay, then 
natural justice and our law~ dictate that your highnesses demand a retraction by the 
publick miOJaters of the. king in .11 Christian kingdoms and states, of the false news 
they have published 0; the birth of a Piince of Wales, and their vindication of her 
royal higbness's right apparent lo the Ilext succession of the crown. 

When a wrongful dlaimer to be heir of an inheritpnce cannot prove his true descent, 
the court wherein he sues hi. claim not only rejects and damns his false pretences, hut 
openly decJares the counterfeit tricks or forgeries that tbey observe to have been at
tempted to support the false 'claim; and our"la'Ws enable the hrir that hath been dis
tur!Jed 10 dem, •• d by hi .. actioo against the fal.e pretender satisfaction for the scandal 
of hIS lawful tItle, and our I.,.,. further require his prosecution for justice alSainst all the 
known confederatea In -that intended wrong and fraud for their several Crimes therein 
committed. ' 

We are sensible that mos\. ca1holicktprintes have a prejudice to us in the l·jglltS we 
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-claim as English protestants, not knowing our laws and liberties, and we have there
fore proposed these two demands to b~ first in order mad~ by you~ highnesses in tiie 
behalf of her royal highness and tbe.klD~dom. that we mlgbt convlDce them that we 
have reason and justice, ~ccordlDg ,to !helf o~n laws and rules of ngh,t. to ~ek your 
highnesses protection agamst the king iii practIces (as th~y yet appear) ID fOTcmg us to 
stoop to a counterfeit prince. and to change the succession of the crown and the whole 
government your highnesaes having therein a joint concern with us and our la:W8 ; and 
nature ihtlf calls upon you to dereI.Jd your own and the, kingdo.m.'s right, ~o preserve 
the succession of the crown, as 1t 18 by the laws estabh8bed~ which the klDg had no 
pretence of power to change. t . • 

But we must also humbly fly to your highnellses to protect U5 agamst the horrible 
destruction made by the king of all OUt laws, tor thr reformation of our Christian reli .. 
gion, and our security against the open, professed, and mortal enemies of our liberties 
therein, the king having declared to the world that those laws shall never hereafter be 
put in execution; and, to make our case therein despt:rate, hath caused Jlis judges to 
justif'v him in what he hath done. 'Ve must also pray your highnesses help against his invasion of all our civil rights 
and fundamental libertics) and his utter subvenion of the free government of England 
by its ancient customs and laws. 

We cannot doubt but your highnesses will be cODvinced by this memorial that we 
have not complained of our oppresaions until they are become intolerable, nor lought 
any relief (save from God alODt) until your highnesses.ju8tly expected inheritance~ 
aU.d the very being of our civil government, ,re in the most extreme danger of utter 
=~ . . 

We are and have been truly loyal to the king, and never refused obedience to any of 
his legal commands, or any whatsoever that could consist WIth all our other duties to 
God and our fellow 8ubj~s. We have been conttDt to suffer personal wrongs and 
manifest injustice) and coJlsidered the corruption of mep, that abuses and particular 
wrongs will happen in all governments, and ought patiently to be borne, whilst the tun~ 
damentals of civil government and justice are sacredly preserved. Our Chrilltian cha
rity taught us that 'tis bettt:r that a few suffer wrongs than to ' hazard for their just re
lief more effusion of blood, or other mischiefs than can be recompensed by their obtain
ing right. We know ibejesuits crafts might have clouded the justice that might have 
been demanded in'"particularcases, and we have therefore stayed un\il the ju~tice of 
what we pray is become demonstrable unto all that are Dot corruptly and wilfully 
blind, or led ~Iindfold by the jesuits or their Romish priests. . . 

We are sensible that the king hath used the name of the royal authority and prero
gative iu all the lawless powers that he hath exercised; and we durst Dot pray your 
highnesss aid against his doings, if there could be reasonably any doubt or question, 
whether the things he hath done, and daily doth. might. be authorized by the royal 
po!"ers and high prerogatives which belong to the kings of E';'gland. 

TIS most unquestionable, that the noble English monarchy and government had a 
J~gal foundatio~, and -.yas and is .established upon customs, franchises, and l~\\'s pecu
IlaT to the Enghsh nation. It, was always free and independent. upon all the powers 
and potentates OIl earth: The king. and tbe people are, and of nght were always free 
and ab6o\ute, to binc themselves by their own laws, made lu' thelT joint consent, and 
not otherwise; they could never he boullli by any others than thems.lve., aave only by 
the la~s of tbe most higb God. . . 

A klng .of En~land ceaseth to act by the English kingly authority, or .. a king of 
England, If h. y.,eld up himoelf or hi. IUbject. to.he hound or subjected tn any other 
Jaws, caoons, or Jur.lsdlct,ons, than such as are nlade or freely reCeived by the mutual 
'lgl"eement of the kmg. and tbe representative ~'dy of the realm in parliament. 
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. 'Tis declared in the statute 6 Richard IT. 5. That the crown of England had been so 
free at all times, that it. hath been I~ subjection to. no realm j a~d that the same ought 
not in any thing touchong the regahty, to be subnlltted to the 1I1Shop of Rome, nor the 
law~ and statutes of the realm to be by him frustrated or defeated at his wiU, to the 
perpetual destruction of the king's sovereignty, crown and rtgality, and of all the 
realm. The commons thtn prayed the king, and him required, by way of justice, to 
examine-all the stales of the realm how they would stand to defeDd the rights of the 
crown and the realm against the pope; and it was thereupon ordained, that all that 
snou!.1 pursue or bring any bulls or in8t.ru~ents fro~ Rome ~gaillst the kin~'8 rega.lity 
or his realm. lioould be put out of the kmgs protectIon, and mcur a prmunln, which, 
as the law then "was, made it lawful tor any man to kill them. 

Likewise the statute 01'2+ Henry VIII. 12. and ~5 Henry VIII. 21. say, Thatthe realm 
hath been, and is free from sulJjection to man's laws, but only to such as have been de· 
vised and madt within the same for its own welfare, or of their f.ree liberty, received by 

• their consent to them. 
=rhe king and parliament. near four hundred years s!nce, were so !~soJut~ to defell~ 

the rights and freedoms of the crown and the realm agamst the ImpOSItIon of the pope s 
canous, Rnd tht jurisdictions and powers which he attempted to exercise, that notwith
standing they were papi,ts, yet they, by the statute of 18 Edward III. statute J. Rot. 
Parliament, number 3~, declared the pope to be the common enemy to the king and the 
realm. and :10 he slands now declared; and to the Iik~ purpose is the Roll Parliament 
17 Edward III. number 59 .• Though these statutes ar~ not printed, their force is the 
same, to make them to fall into the condition of eDemlel to the kingdom that corre-
spond with him or his nuncio. • _ 

It never was in the power of any king of England to yield up or submit the rights 
of the crown, and the realm and its laws, powers or jurisdictions of allY sort, against 
the will of the rt:alm in parliament; so it was confessed 500 years since, King Henry 
VI. in his letter to Pope Pasqpal, Nottlm "abtat Galletitus veSlra quod me 'tJroente [au.l"
iliunte Deo] dignitaultt usus regni nos/riA"slice n01t;mminumtur, et si ego (lJuod obsit) 
infanta mt dejee/iout ponerem, mogna/e8 mei, tl totUI AlIglitZ populus, nulJo modo ROltrt
tur. H Be it known (said. he) to your holin68s, that whilst I Jive (by God's assistance) 
the authorities and ulfages of the kingdom of EnglaDd shall nt:ver be diminished, but jf 
1 woul,1 so dobase myself, (which God forbid,) my Doble. and the whole people of Eng-
lat}d would by no means sufftr itt" •• 

King..John indeed unworthily surrendered the-crown and regalities to Pope Innocent 
III~ and hi:l su£cessors, and the priest falsely put it into that charter, that it was by the 
consent at hiS council of barons he submitted to hold the kingdom of the pope, and 
t.hat by yearly rent again; but when Pope Gregory X. in tbe third of Edward I. sent 
for that prt'tendeu rent, that Doble prince justly' answered, that he was bound by his 
oath in hi!j coronation to preK'rVe tAe rights of the kingdom untouched, and that he 
could do ~olhing that ~~naerned the cro~n without the advice of the people in parlia
ment, whIch are there called S proceres. 
. In the 60th Edward III. the pope demanded the some rents, and the king proposed 
Jt ID parliamellt, but tley fledared that neither Kinr John Dor any other king had any 
power to put himself or the realm and people into subjection to the pope without tbeir 
C~m!lt'Dt I.n p~rliam(nt; and that if it were done by King John. it was done contrary to 
h~s oath I!" has ~onation; .ann if the pope attempted any thing thereupon against the 
klllg or hIS sobJects. they' would resist him to their utmost power. 

The same KiDg Edward Ill. had only negligently suffered the pope's power to be 
too much used ID the kingdom, contrary to tbe statute of Carlisle, 35 Edward I. a< 

I See Roll. Clar. 3. Ed. Hum. 9. Shed. , See Cob'.lnst. rul. 13_0rig. Notn· 
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appears by the parliament Roll 17 Edward Ill. number 59; an,d the commonsi" p.r
lia~ent comp1amcd, ~hat the treasure of t~e rea,lm was tra1!sported to Rome, a?d tile, 
secrets of, the realm discovered by th.c foreign priests sent hither; and they required ot 
the king some mercy, fN tha.t they neither could nor would any longe~ bear t:hose 
strong oppressions, or eI!lC that he would help them ~ expel o~t of tln~ r,ealm the 
pope's power by force, and thereupon were enacted agalDst many of the pope 8 powers 
III this realm, those severe penal laws of 26 Edward III. ~7 Edward I U. I. ,a Edward 
III. Statute II. Chap. I. all which our king hath now declared .hall never hereafter be 
put in execution. 

That victorious prince, Edward Ill. though a papist, yet pretended 10 no regal pre
rogative of suspending the laws made by the kings and parliaments against the pope; 
he confesseth, in that statute of S5th, Edward I. against the pope's power, that it held 
its .force, being not annulled by parliament; and therefore he was bound, .by his oath, 
to see the same kept as a law of the realm, though that by sufferance aDd negligence it 
had been attempted to the contrary. 

If the effects of the Romish jurisdictions in the realm were looked upon as they ',ue 
related in that S~th Edward III. I. it would be manifest. that the king that would put 
the kingdom hlto sucb a state lays aside thereby his kingly office and dig'nity whilst 
~e pursues these int~ntions; that statute saith, That by the powers exercised by the 
pope and court of Rome, and the dependants thereof, the good ancient laws, customs, 
and franchises of the realm, were greatly impeached, blemished, and confounded; the 
crown abated, the treasure and riches of the realm carried away, the inhabitants and 
subjects of the realm impoverished and troubled, and the great men and commons in 
bodies and goods damnified: surely tbere can. be no doubt, whether the king hath any 
royal prerogative to enable him either to stop the execution of these penal law~, that 
prevent the kingdom from falling back into such a forlorn estate, Or to attempt, by pre· 
tence of liberty of conscience for the Romish priests and emissaries, .... their practices, 
to enable .them to work all the miSChief they can agai .. t those Ih. !WOuld save the 
ki,!gdom from such miseries, • 1 '~~' 

YOW highnesses may be absolutely certain, that the king acts not by virtue of the 
English regal office or prerogatives, in his authorizing treaso'ns to be daily committed 
against the realm. By the statute of JSth Elizabeth, ii. they that give or receive any 
au~olulion or reconci~ation to Rome by the pope's authority, or any of his priests,' 
which the king licenseth ahd authorizeth to be dORe continually, those are declared 
high traitors to the king and the realm, and, no doubt, tre~80n declared by & statute 
against the rlalm, are common nuisances of the highest. nature and mischief j it is' the 
trust of the regal office to prevent and punish them; aDd it is directly contrary to the 
kingly office to usume power to auJ.horize or licence 8uch crimes. 

'Tis unquestionable, that no king of England ever had power to grant offices to per. 
sons disabled to bear them, by positive and direct· acts of parliament, made for that very 
purpose, and declared to be for the people's securitY.; nevert)l~les. the king hath put 
most of the OffiCt5 of the kingdom in the hands of those that are so disabled. 

"Tis as c.el"tain, it never was in.the power of our kings to dispossess at their wills any 
of the subjects of those intere$\B ~nd profits which they had for £beir lives; nor to com
m~lslon any to jlldge his su~ects finally in matters criminal or civil by their discretion, 
wlt.hout any regard to the laws, customs, and privileges of-the realm . 

. These and maDY other J?Owera exerted .by tne king, which we might name to your 
hlg~ne8scs, are not the aetmga of aD English legal monarcb, but an assumed despotical 
power over the persons, tbe liberties, and intrrestl of the subjecttJ; as if he alone had 
a~ I.east the property paramount in aU their perabD8 and their interests, which in all 
CIVIl e;overnments belongs only to the lawfullegi.lators; aDd as if the people of Eng-
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land were tenanta of his mere will to what they have, and had no right nor interest in 
their laws customs, or franchises. Dor any justice to demand the beneAt of them. 

Nothing can romplete his majesty's reouociatioQ of the trusts and obligation of the 
English regal office, save only that he assumes, (as he now doth actually) to take fl'om 
the cities and boroughs entirely., all their customs and privileges, and free election of 
their magistrates, cdnfirmed to them expressly by the great charter, and many other 
laws' and that lie deprives all the rest of the ptople of tbeir liberty to chOOlle such per
SOilS ~s they please, according to the statutes, to consent for them to the Jaws that bind 
them, their estates and live'), as JJe hath declared he will, and intends and is every day 
doing; and then' the ancient. rightful, and free English government will be manifestly 
and entirely dissolved, and Englishmen shall have no legal right to their estates, their 
wives and children, or their lives. • 

Tnere will be then no legal English monarchy in England, trusted by the laws with 
high royal prerogatives for the ·joint safety and benefit o! t~e king and the subjects, 
icknowledging themselves to be bound by an oath to mamtaln the customs, laws, and 
franchi ses of the realm, and to take continual care for the execution of the laws impar· 
tialLy j for that purpose every man shall. then have equal and eternaJ right to every 
thing as this king will, and hiS popish forces shall dispose of it, and so long only as he 
!hall pleast to continue in the same mind with the s:tme force. 

'Tis with bleeding hearts, that in this macifest extreme oppression and danger we 
beg your highnessefl aid to defend the rights of the r.rown and the realm. 

There can be no quest.ion of your highnesses right to def~nd the same, the legal 
monarchv and government, by OUf ancie"t cllstoms, laws, and franchises, to sa.ve the 
ancient penal laws against the pope', usuiipi.tions, and the latter laws for the reforma· 
tion of OUf religion from popery; and to preserve the special customs and privileges of 
the cities and boroughs, as well as the general customs of the kingdom; our customs 
and laws only have vested in YOUf highness the next right..expectant of the Etfglish 
crown [and if no prince shall be born, Rege etiam ·renitente,] though the~dDg shalt do 
all that's possible for him to hinder you. • 

If you suffer them to be destroyed, or to be·disused and deemed to be of no force, 
but as the king shall rlea~, by his judges aod courts, and by all that he shall posses. 
of tht: power of the klDgdom, your highness's claim and rights expectant of the crown 
is in like manner destroyed and set aside; and the whole arbitrary rqagistracy 8erving 
his will, and aU his popish tiUCt:5, ftlreigners and nati'fe5, wi11 be engaged in interest and 
misguide,p conscience, to oppose your highness's claim; by the laws and customs of Eng~ 
land, there will be indeed, in the state to which the king hath brought the kingdom. 
no legal magi~trates nor government in being and use, unto which her royal highness 
can immediately succeed, according to the customs.and laws of England; the kingdom 
must be a confused multitude, and the strongest may subdue the reat to their will. 

Asyour highnesses have atfight to.save the government, by reason of your great 10· 

terest in it. so all the P€!Ople have~n unquestionable ri~ht to seek. your highness's aid 
therein; and ' tis one of tfleir printipal duties of the Christian religion, and will be one 
of the be~ outward expressions of tbeir love to God e.nd Jesus Christ, to assist your 
highnesses in all your 6ghttou8 way., defending their jult civil government, being in-
stituted by God ior preserving justice amongst human societies. . 

The people that love their neighbours and countries R8 Christian religion commands .. 
ought not caretes.ly, nor irr~li~ou8Iy. to suffer their civil government, their laws, aud 
all their rights and interest that their country hold by them for themselves and poste
rities, to be destroyed by any man's will, superstition, or ambition. 
. He that was at first alegal and .upreme magistrate, and ought to have been oheyed 
If he would have 80 continued, though be had done many injustices to particular. per· 
sons, he may cast off the quality and u, of the power8 of a legal supreme magistrate, 
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and lISe and exercise power destructive to all the le~al trusts and office; and the~ he 
divests himself of that office and trust of a lawful magIStracy, unto whlcb tbe law' of 
God aDd the kingdom require obedience. • . . 

The ancient kings of England acknowledged tbe people I nght to save their free go. 
vernment, if any of the kings themselves would hav~ dilhonourably parted with the 
rights of the crown aud the realm i we mention the letter of Henry . I. to the pope: 
and that 'great prince, Edward I. 00 the like occasion of . power clai~ed by'the pope, 
not only writ to the pope ,to the same effect as Henry 1. dl~. bqt ~Y hiS consen~ letters 
were written to Pope Bomface, by tbe lords and commons 10 parhament. wherem they 
told the pope, that they were bound by oath to the ob.crvation and defence of their Ii· 
berty, customs, and ancient laws, and would maintain them with .11 their power and 
force; and that they neither did, D9f ever would, could, or ought to suffer the king, 
though be would, to do, or any ways attempt, what the pope desired. contrary to their 
customs, since it would be to the destruction of the right of the crown of England, 
and the kingly dignity, anll the subversion of the statutes of the kingdom, and preju .... 
dice of their ancient liberties, customs, and laws. ~ 

Since, then, your highn~8e1 have an undoubted right' to interpose between the king 
and us in your own and the kingdom's behalf, to save our ancient legal government, 
and in special our laws for the reformation of our Christian religion, we humbly offer, 
that, besides the former demands about the supposed prince, your highnesses will please 
to demand and insist immoveable, 

That the ancient free government of England, by i~ own customs and laws on1y 
made, or approved in parliament, be immedia,tely rCtltored in all the parts of it through 
the kingdom; that is, that the r1ihts of the r.rown and freedom of the realm he forth
with vindicated from all the submissions publidy made to the pope by the king that 
110W is, to the dishonour ann abasement of the English crOWD and realm, and from all 
the claims made by the Ji.omish church of any powers and jurisdictioDs whatsoever 
over the Chrtlitians, or church in EnglamJ. 

That all the laws now in force' against the admission oftbe canODS, and jurisdiction 
of Rome, contrary to our customs and laws, and against the maintainers of them, be 
forthwith declared to he put in due execliitiun ; and all suspensions of them, or di:ren
sations with them, without the authority of parliament, be declared null and voi . 

That the ancient customs, liberties, and privileges, for the city df London, and the 
whole form and course of iOi government, be forth'4'ith restored, the customs thereof 
being part of the common lawaI' England; and its liberties be established by ~he great 
charter, and'many acts of parliament. that the customs, free election. of their magis
tratel, and aU the privilege. of aU the cities and boroughs of England, confirmed by 
the grealer charter, and other )aw8,~be duly restored. 

That legal officers, both civil and military, be settled in all the places of magistracy, 
and all the commands throughout the kingdom.. . '.' 

That all commissions whatsoever he forthwith re~')ked, ana declared null and void 
whereby are granted any powers of discretibn over the persons or interests of the .u~ 
jects, contrary to the laws and OUltoms of' England; etpecially the commillion for ec~ 
cleeiastical atfaiTi. witb it, mO'Dlltroll8 non obstante to aU our laYL • 

That the freedom of elecrions, which is the foundation of the government, be duly 
vindicated, and all the most unworthy pre .. engagemeotl r.evoked and renounced to 
elect anAl vote as the king would have them. . . 

That tbe kingdom may be restored, .. ,oon a. possil>le,. to a capacity of bolding 
• legal parliament, in aucb fo rm and manner aa the laWI require; by wbose belp the 

.' Rot. Parliament. 28 Ed. I. See Coke'. IQ5Litut. 9 fol. 98._0ri6. NtJU. 
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cifil government may be re~e5tablished, and force and arbitrary powers therein utterly 
atioli.hcd. 

We crave your highnesses pardon, that we furth er humbly offer to your highnesst's 
that time and accident always made changes in the usefulness of!aws, and that it hatll 
so happened in our penal laws made for uuiformity in the profession of taith, and in 
the outward worship of God; f"our of our succeeding parliaments perceived the abuse 
of these taws, tnd the mischief thereby to conscious Christians, and declared their in· 
tention of relieving th~m, if the king would have permitted them, yet they endeavour
ed to stop the execution of them, aDd desired a settlement of liberty of conscience as 
is due to Christians. 

In these regards, and the subversion of tht whole government, since marle necessity 
and charity, many have the force of laws to inforce the stay of the execution of some 
of thost laws for conformity, untH those matters may be settle41 in parliament. 
, We therefore humbly pray your highnesses to procure, as a cast of necessity, that nOlle 

.be disturbed until a legal parliament shall have: resolved the case for the profession of 
their faith in matters merely supernatural, or the outwar,1 expression of their worship. 
so as both terminate only in' God, and neither wrong nor hurt any J'Qau on earth, in 
body, goods, and good name, bot their own souls only, if they be mistaken therein. 

We now most humbly submit ourselves, and all herein contained, to your highnesses 
wisdom, cODdour, and charity, aDd ,hall pray the ju.t and great Go~ to fill your noble 
soub with perfect love and wisdom, and all the most resplendent virtues that art fit to 
shine in the highest throne. and power that ever the sun beheld. 

Sir, the character we have had of your worth makes us confident of your faithful 
ness to deliver the enclosed forthwith to.his Highn~s the Prince of Orange, or, in his 
absence, to her Royal Highness the Pri1lCfl8. We could not trust it by the post, anc! 
therefore have sent it by an express, which may, perhaps, make it longer in coming; 
the messenger's only order is to deliver it to one of your se,vants; and we confide in 
your integrity, and remain, • 

Sir, 
Yout most humble servants, 

ADd whom you may hereafter knoll' . 

• 

Murder will out; or a c/eanaTfdfoll. DilCO'V""!llhal th, Earl of Em .. did 1101 lIIurder 
lumBel/, but WIU murt/rfrfd b!J 0"'er8, b~th by undeniable Circumstances and positit~ 
Prooj.. J 6119. 

Arthur ~~I, Drat ~rl of Eaex" the firm friend of Lord RusseU} WllS deeply eo gaged in the 
.tate intrigues whio.h fed to what wu called the Rye.house Plot. In the beginning of J uly. 
HiSS} he wu c:omautte1i·td the Tower, IlDd for lOme time .eemed to bear hi. confinement with 
unconcern; bat ·a~ ~8tb be, "'at obferve~ to shew great. depression of spirits. 1..0 whien in
d~l;d ~e was conllitutiooalJy hable. In thl9 temper he alked repeatedly for Il penknife to ,lure 
hIS Dads} and at Je~ ~1ftI for a ruor. which he observed would do .1 well. Shortlyafter
ward. he was fou,nd by bill nlet de tbambte. in the ct..,.et of hi, apnftment, ,,:jth hia throA l cut 
from ear to ear, In such a. mauer u mad~ probable tbat he must have th rown his he-lid n 'ry 
YOL. x, 
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far back in order to accomplish his (fl.t.l purpote, for the jugula" and gullet wereWftt'ed .~vc 
the aspel1\ arteria. Notwithstanding this circum.tance, Itrong I~.picions o.f,foul play were ~n· 
tertaioed and the death of the Earl of Euex became a keen HbJec' of pobtlcal coot.roveny. 

There were'two remarkable circumstance;. at~pdiog the time of tbe earl's death: . First, it hap
pened 00 the very day of ~ord RUllell!l trUll; secondly, upon that da, allO the kIDg and Duke 
of York visiled the Tower In person. From the.e concurre.cea, various deductioDs were made, 
according 10 tbe humour and political opinione of the wrilen upon lbii sad topic. Upon the 
whole, they seem mther to fav~or the hypotbeli!l of suicid!; for, while t~e daog'!r of, ~d 
Russell might be suppoted to IDcrealC tbe gloom of a mind alre:ady ~I~, the Vilit to 
the Towl't seems irreconcileable to prudence OD the part of tbe royal brotbel8, Iuppoling tbe 
carl to have bet"n murdered by their connivance. 

After the RevolutioD, a committee of four peen were appointed to examine iDio thil dark 8lory; 
but, Ilfl.er receiving a great deal of evidence, they found theJDJelve8 unable to make any report 
to the House, 10 that it mny be fairly supposed that nothing W8I brougbt torward which made 
8 serious impreaaion on then own minds. 

Burnet, who is uniformly as candid as his credulity will pennit, teem., in the following passage, to 
incline to the opinion that Easex. diE>d by his own band. 411 paned alightlyo.er t.he SUlpicJOIl" 
that. "ere raised upon Lord .E'.uex', death when I mentioned that matter. Tbis winter the, buo. 
aine,. was broulht to a trial. A boy and girl did report tbat,#ley heard great crying in his 
lodgingsl nod that they saw a bloody razor BUDg out at a wiodow I which WIUI taken up by a wo-
Ulan thllt came ouL of the house where be was Jodged, These children reported tbiscon6dcntly 
that doy when they went to their several home.: they were both about ten or twelve years old. 
The hoy went backward and forward in bi, story, sometimes affirmmg it, and at other limel de
nying it: but hil father had an office in the cuatom-hodle, ao it was thou~t he prevailed with 
him to deny it in open COlll't. BDt the girl stood 6rmly to her story. the ,implicity of the 
children, together with t.he ill opinion tbat was generally bad of the court, indtoed many to 
helieve thil. As soon aa bis lady beard of it. alie ordered a strict enquiry to be made about it, 
and sent what sbe found to me, to "'hom she hid trusted all the mei8agt:s Lhat had passed be
tween Iler lord and her while he was in the Tower. When I perused all, I thought thert' was 
not a colour to found a proiecuLion on, which .he would have done with all possible zeal, if sbe 
!tad found any appearAnceB of trnth in. the maUer. Lord Rues had got iota an odd set of some 
strange principles; and, in particular, he thoug ht a man was the master of hil OlVn life, "nd 
seemed to approve of what his wife's greatgrandfalher, the Earl of Northumberland, did, who "hot 
himaelf in the Tower after be walarraigued. He had allO very bJack fits of the spleen, But 
at that time ODe Rraddoa .. whom [ had knoiVn for some years for an hone&t~ but enthusiastic,,1 
mao, hearing of these stories, resolved to carry the matter us far as it would go. And he hlld 
I'it:kcd up a great variety of little circumstances, all which laid together seemed to him so ('on· 
villcing, that he ~housht he W8lI bound to prosecute the matter. I desired him to come no 
more Ilear m~ sillce he wns ·so positive. He talked oi the matter 80 publicly, that he was 
laken up for sprending false news to alienate the bnrts of the people from tbe king, He' wali 
tried upon tt. Bolh the children owned thnt they had reported tbe.matter as he had talk#d it, 
the boy saying then that. it was a lie. Braddoo h.d deaired the boy to Jet it all under his hand, 
though with that he charged him to write nothing but. the truth, This was called luboming. 
and he wal fined for it 2OOO1:'-BuRNETI ad. eU ..... 1684. 

•• 

J. THAT he did Dot murder qim.elf you have evinped, 
I. From tbe improbabiliti .. that he should do it. 
2. From the im.,-ibillLiu that he could so do. it. 

II. That he w .. murdered by others yon have mad& goOd, 
I. By undeniable ciroulDllallCea. . 
i. By politive proof, oft'ercd. 

I. Thai the Earl of Eue" did DOl IDIIJ'der bi-u'. ,. the ioq_ decla ..... appem 
(i.) From the improbabilities that he should 10 do. ' 
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J. Becau.e of that e"celleDt, oedate, aDd well-compooed Dalural temper he wa. well 
knbwn to be of. and free from such melancholy and frensical fits which might inchne 
and expose him 'to IDeb a milehle{, wbatever maliciou.ly and falsely had been said to 
the contrary. • 

li!. Bec ..... of thai grace aDd fear of God he wa. 60 emineDtly endowed with, wbich 
would .ecure him ffO," surh inlpiety. 

s. Beoauoe of thai abhorrency by principle wbich he was well known to have of 
such unnatunll practic .. (whereef he could not speak witheut great emotion of spirit) 
whatever, Ihe better tei colour the murder. and fix it upon him. had been most villain
ou.ly reported, Jnd spread abroad to the contrary. 

4. Becaute of the careful provi.ion he made for his own preaervation after he came 
into the Tower. fearing the wont. 

(I.) By oending for his own ail,'er vessel to dress his meat in by his own people . 
.. (2.) By that store of all sorll of wine he had ordered to be laid in for hi' own drink

.mg. 
~.) By the direction be bad given to bi. servant to take notes of my Lord Russell's 

trial. that v~ry day, for his own use, aU ample indications he clesigned self.preservatiol1, 
not aelf·destruction. • 

6. Because as his conscience was clear from aoy trruonabJe guilt, (whatever to the 
contrary has been mo.t wickedly suggested).o was be free from <ilber legal witnesses 
or cODviction, there beiog DO bill of indictment foooo against him, as against others, 
the day before, "'hicb might sufficiently secure him frOID needle .. fears. or aDY such 
desperate course; though, had hi. &eal aod affection to his king, country, and religion, 
(whom he might apprehend to have bee'; in danger} tran.ported b.m to any irregula_ 
rity, his father's, as wrlJ as his own ex.traordinary merits from the crOWD, might well 
Ue .uppooed (from ao grateful and companionate a prince) would plead hi. pardon, and 
tree him from .uch de.peration. • 

6. Because of tbat entire love and frieodsbip he bore to bi. most dear friend, the 
Lord ltussell, wbieh bolh in bonour and conscience would forbid and ~eter from such 
an llction, which mUlt so necesaarily tend to the certain ruin aud destruction of his best 
friend, and which feU out accordingly, from the sinister construction they made thereof. 

7. Be(:ause of .he previous notice given thereof io divers places, which, to be sure 
he would never have done, had he designed any such thing. • ' 

(2.) From the impossibilities tJ>at be could so do as the inquest declares. 
'1. !l<:cause it was impossible that be at ooe cut (as the verdict .. itb) could cut four 

incftes in depth, and eight in length, btcauae none cau manage his haud'to guide a ra-
lor so to do at once, viz. from the left side of the neck-bone to the right. ' 

2. Because it is impossible that with that fren,h razor, which was but four inches 
and a half long. and without a tongue, (necessitating to take two inches and an half at 
least in his hand) that he c,.uid, wua two inches of Bueh an inatrument, cut four or 
five incb .. in depth, and eigbt o(nine in length. 

s. Becauoe it i, impoSiiblein "ture that when he had cut the left jugular and win~
pipe to thf DeCk-bone. whicb Iet.OK! 60mucb of the blQOd and vitals. that be could have 
eit"'r life or strength:to proceed to cut the other al.o, as all .kilful 6urg.:ons and ana-
tomiats can danooauat.e. -

4. Beca_ it .... ulterlK imposoible that after he hod locked him.e1f into the closet 
be cwld 10 cut his tilr.at J& It ...... and then open the closet-door and fling the bloudy 
razor out of the cbam~window, at luch a di,tance from the cl.,..1, IUld tben get the 
ruor up again; aDd be(> il in bit hand (a~ .ome? or flin~ it by him, (as otbers) and all 
th.s .Cter he was deIId. ·far be .n.laotly d.ed, wtb the mqu •• t, and Done but b.mself 
in the room, eay their w\tru:uea, thetefore it "III imp08lible he could with tha~ razvr 


