
68 Tracts d~ring the Reign 'If King Willidm III. 

'0 murder himself. And that the bloody razor was flung out of tbe cbamber-win' 
tlow i, made good by no Jess than ten witncuel. • 

Thus hive you .ome grounds and reasons (from tbe improbability and impo.sibility 
of the thing) to clear hi. innocency from the horrid ract 80 impudently charged upon 
him and consequently the guilt of others, and which may be suffiCient to all wise men 
to letect the murrler, and inforce a review, if no other evidence· could be produced; 
tenfold less has done it in other cues, it being 80 difficult.many times to get light, and 
trace such secret hidden works of darkness U Sir Fran. Jlaoo~ el.egantly in Sir Tho. 
Overbury's case tell. us, ct That wise men mUlt take upon them, In these lecretcues, 
Solomon'. spirit, that wben there could be no witne ..... collected the act by the eft"c­
tion," viz. when he used the stratagem aoout dividing the child; but. this you will find 
is Dot our case, Providence having g!ven U8 a larger provision, as you will further hear. 

II. That he was barbarou.ly murdered by others, a. 'appears, 
] By the undeniable circumstances arising, 

1. From the previous reports. 
2. From the cprrupt and partial proceedings of the coroner and his inquest. 
S. From the conspirators villainous ends. And, 
4. From the wicked methods used to .lifle it. 
l . By the undeniable circumstances ariling, 
J. From the many previou. report. which they had spread of his self-murder, Ca me­

thod the papists have heretofore taken. but the policy thereof never yet understood, 
viz. when Ihey stabbed Henry IV. of France, burnt London ....... inated Sir E . B. U. 
and murdered H. the warder) of \fhich dive", u~deniable proofs have been, :lnd are 
ready to be produced of such reports, not only 10 London, but 50. 60, 80, 90, and 
)00 mi les off; in some places a day. in some two, in othen Cat a great distance) the 
very <l ay he was murdered; a.nd as most remarkabl~ (a. God would have it) all agreeing 
in the very manner thereof, V.IZ. cut~ufg ~IS throat. 10 tbe Tower. At Andover, 60 mi~s 
off. they had the report of hIS cuHmg hIS Ibro.t In Ibe Tower Ihe 11th of July. which 
was the first day of his imprisonment there , which sufficiently discovers what they de­
Ri,!!nerl beforehand; for if this report camet from London, it must be before he \\'3S a 
prisoner. at Icast in the Tower, and two dllY~ before the thing was done. 

(~.) From the irregular, corrupt, partial, and unjust proceedings 'of the coroner and 
his inquest. '. , 

1. That one/Farnham, said to be a deputy coroner, wbich the Jaw knows 'lothjn lJ' 
uf, and to be 8ure a legal corontr he was not, Sir T - S . • the . steward of·th~ 
Tower, being the proper officer. and accoantable for that great trust; but this is the 
tool who mu' t be brought forth to do the job. 

ca. That none of the relations were Rlmmoned to attend the inquest, which, by 
known usage, ought to ha\'c been. 

3. That, contrary to the known custom and usag~ not only of ollr OWD, but other 
natioD', 18 well as the king's special and express co\l1mand, the body wu removed 
from the place and pooture it wu said first to be found in, stripped, and clolhes taken 
away. the burly and rOO018 wuhed/rom the blood. Ip p"",ent tile notoriety of the_et 
upon view, and, as said, by the new coroner's contrh'ance or consent, (which makes it 
the more heinoul and 8u&picious,) for had it remained in the. place and pOiture it was 
said first to be found iu, the print of the bloody foot upob the atocking., the cravat or 
neck~cloth being cut into fO,!lr pieces in the middle, and the ·contrary witneesee, . who 
speak both as to place and posture, would have ~I .. rly discovered Ihe murder. Ihe 
llotched razor and cut hand belD\!, moot pregnant Clrcumstauces, yot .little regarded. ' 

~. '{'hat the jury excepted &galOot the removing of the body from tbe pooture and 
place, and demanded a view of tbe clotbes, whiqh William Fisher did by name, yet wa~ 
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ue~ied the same by tbe coroner, after he had been in the next room with some of the 
conspirators, who had called hIm out upon that demand. and who, upon hIs return to 
the jury again, did declare to them (as ignorantly as wickedly) that they were to sit 
upon the body. and not the clolhe •. 

5. The partial ex~mination ot: witDe.ses; that though there were severnl in and aboul 
the hou.e when,he tact was done, yet only Bomeny' and Ru .. ell, who tbey mightju.tly 
sUl1pect ~o be priyy to it, moat be the principal witnes8e.s they will e~amine in the case, 
ta~ing little notIce of · Peck, Mundeny, Lloyd, CaptalO Howley Illmself, or the two 
women. . 

6. The little tegard had to the notorious contradiction. in the witneooe. they did or 
might examine; . &meny telling them the razor was giv~n him (wherewith he cut his 
throat) the 12th of July, and Russell the 13th; 'Bomeny, that Ru.sell broke open the 
door; but Ru .. ell, that he easily opened it with the key on the outside; Bomeny, that 
he could only, through the chink of the door, .ee .ome blood, and some part of the 

'razor; but Russell, that he could, through the .ame chink, .ee the whole body; Bomeny 
and Russell, that the whole body lay in the closet, and none of it to be seen in the 
cl18mber; but Peck and others, that part of it lay in the chamber; Bomeny and Rus­
stll, that they were absent but a quarter of an hour froan my lord; but to others, Bo· 
meny owns he was absent from him two or three hours, insomuch as he was cold and 
stiff before he saw him j some, that he was found lying; others, kneeling. 

7. That they unduly aulfrred themselve. to be hurried into a verdict by the message 
brought them by Capt. Hawlc:9', in the king's l1ame, to hasten the same; as though the 
death of so great a man, and in that plac!e t()O, deserved DOt a serious and due search, 
eapecialJy when they saw auch foul play d/fered thea!, by removing body and clothes, 
and denying a view of the clothes, and when none of the relations present, and so few 
of the witnesses examined, and those in 80 much contradiction too. 

8. By the unheard·of drawing their verdict, wmch was done not by the coroner, nor 
by the jury among themselves, as it oUllht to have betn, but by one of the conspirators 
themselves in the next room, who sent It to them by Bomeny, and which they signed 
accordingly. . • 

9. By giving so wicked and false a verdict upon their oaths, which was tbis, viz. 
"That the Earl of. Essex, being the 13th of July alone in his ~hamber, did, with a 
razor, voluntarily aud feloniously cut his throat, giving unto himself dDe mortal wound, 
cut·from one jugular to the other/and by the a.'para arteria, and the wi'lt.d-pipe, to the 
vert<or,n of the neck, both the jugula ... being thoroug hly divided, cif which .aid 
woutld the earl instantly died." . 

Thi. was the conspirators diabolical writing, which they imposed upon the jury, and 
they made their verdict both coroner and inqut:lt Gy subscribing it. 

It faloely .. ith, he was alope.ip the ~h.mber; whereas by tbe flinging out tbc bloody 
razor, as well as by RlffiQe~ftestiJlu)Dy! it will appear that several went up and came 
out at that time. . • I· . 

It al.o fa .... ly .saith he did giye bimself with that ruor one mortal wound of such 
a length add .uch a depth, which are utter impooaibilitieo, .. before . 
. (S.) From the . yillau.oUJ end. the coD.piraton bid to effect and carry on hereby, 

VIZ. 

I. To CODA"" a prot .. ta"nt fllot, a thing which tbey bad long and often laboured, 
and as often been clisapgoiDted in, and which .... so improved by the attorney-general, 
a. 1000 wi tn ..... td make it good; as _Iso by the Ion! chief justice, as the finger of , 

• Paul &omen)' aid F .... 'R.uMel1. tbe (onnn Lord E ... x', yalet de cbtmbre, the lAtter a warder of dl €, 

Tower, ftre the F .... ol\I who ti_ ·.~ dM eatl'. body, aDd: ,,~werc suspected of bit murder. 



70 Tracts dlJl'ing the R.igN 'If KiRg William Ill. 

God, to CODviDce all u.e world tbereof, tbe sad coasequenoo whereof hath sinoo b\'ell 
10 ... erely felt. . . . . . . 

i. Utterly to atifte the popIsh plot, w.tness the badmg tbe I"'posh lords. ~mpeached 
and committed by parliament. out of the Tower, and the pubhck pnnts to ndlcule the 
ume ever lince. . 

s. To destroy tbe Lord R , and tberefore done at the very in~tsnt be was to 
come to bi. trial, .... d 10 impro.ed by the lawyers to tbe jury, whieb some of them 
have owned did IDOre prevail with tbern to bring hiQl in guilty than any other proof 
produced against him. 

4. That they might rema"" ""t of the way 10 great a champion <tf tbe protestant 
cau .. and i_I, wbo, by WI great employments and m.w in thi. ·and the other na· 
tion .. had piDOd '0 perfcc:t knowledge of their popiah, horrid intrigues. tbe way they 
have taken of old, bOth in this and other nation.; and ,whereof divers inatsnce. might 
be given. besides that of Sir E. B. Godfrey. whose wound. bleed af .... h at the mention· 
ing he_f. 

5. That hereby they. might carryon a hellish deaign againat the king himself; as 
tbough he had been privy thereto, by not only butchering him in that his roy.1 pri· 
son and palace, (where by the law be becomes pledge for tbe safety and forthcoming 
of the prisoner,) and at a time when he was there in pereoD, where he bad not been for 
divers years hefore, and as though he came purposely to order tbe doing thereot: 
and to entitle the government to it, wbich tbe lord chief j\llli.,.. .... 10 often incul· 
cate: If be was indeed then murdered by othera f'DIlI the kk.,. fI'OteDCe there, [in 
Bradon's Trial.] as 0110 by that their harrod presumption. ill .. nding in the king'o name 
to basten and hurry tbe jpry in ttat corrupt verdict, and 10 daringly and contemptu­
owly to remove the body, conlr.ry to Ihe king" express command, by a l,er80n of 
quality. 

(4.) From tbe methodlf wbicb have been used to .liBe the discovery hereof, and to 
deter men from inquiring into the matter. 

I. By the lawyers and judges, 'wbo bave declawl, that wboever went about to prove 
the Rarl of Essex murdered, did no other than libel the goy_rnment and bring the 
guill of hi. 01000 upon it. ' 

2. By the strict command given by the oIIicers of the guards in the Tower, the. 
day after tbe murder, to.1I tbe aoldie ... , not to .peale one word thereof at tI.eit 
perils. I' . ' . 

3. By the ..evere prosecutions and pe .... cutiona of those who have appeared herein. 
both as to their estatet, persons, Jives, aDd liberties. " 

Witne •• the tw"nlog out of old Edward. from hil place in the Custom·hou .. , where· 
in he had been twenty-nine y ..... for only bidding bis son. upon hi. blessing, .peak 
tbe truth illlhe case; and the many aeverities to Mr Ik~n, fordedaring what others 
I.ad said about it; and the severe dealing with h<f...pugb Sp<;ak. for the aame; as aIao 
tbat late cruel wag. of that poor soldier ill the To~er, he""use he would not affirm 
the Earl of Ea .... murdered hImself. who was first wliipped with COlds till the .kin was 
tleaed off, after that ocourged.with rodl, aod t1jen pot upon the.wooden hor..,. with Ii" 
musket. at hi. beel .. hia .word htoken. and caabiued. But Clflecially tbe destruction 
of Robert Meak. the centinel, for telling wbat he heard and .. wthat day of the bloody 
tragedy. whoo. neck wa. tberefore broke, and /lual intO the Tower-ditch; who de­
clared befort.hand to hi. friend. how hio life waa threateaed for the aame. .AJ alln 
Hawley the warder. who wu aerved i.like .... na.r for blabbi;'g; wbole murdered body 
was, about a month afttr it '"' missing, t.~ea UP. near Rochester, where a great popish 
lord declared, .... ral daya before be .... {OIIIId. that he had tbm d.-ned himself. 

4. ' By the endeavours whicb have bten UJed to prevent the feview. which, by two 
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1ettlrs to two noblemeo, aDd the letters to the Lady Essex, sent openly by a. messen. 
gerl to Cadman the bookseller, which he brought to Justice Henton, and he to the 
secretary, all of them purportiog a discovery upon indemnity aod a review, but all in . . 
Yam. 

(4.) By/ositive proon., attesting the murder; that if indemnity may be granted, as 
was off'ere in Sir E .. B. G-', case, and a fresh legal enquiry, as in Sir Tho. O-'s 
case and gthers,.there will theo be produced positive evidence, which will declare who 
were the contriYers aad authors, who the aetors and abettors of this' barbarous and de­
testable murder; desc:ribe,tbe inltrulmllt lwith which it ..... done, and whleb was made 
on pUrp<>8e for \be .. ",e; the reward. and preferments to the respeetive actors lherein, 
with all the material eifC1tmstances about it. Which...,..nry was ,uccessfully ... ade in 
Sir Tho. 0 's case, after the coroner', inquest hid ..... ad it (aa said) a natural 
death; and by which, after more than tlfO years stifted by a high hand, the then prin­
cipal minister of state and his associates, with the lieuteoant of the Tower and others, 
.Ivere searched into, found guilty, and many of them executed for that horrid murder, 
cOl\1mitted upon that inDocent gentleman in the Tower. 

The ConciUlion. 

Now may not this dismal tragical account (which carries so much demonstration in 
it) be well left without a comment, or any rhetorical strain of wit, or flourish of elo ... 
quence, either to convince or ·satisfy the reader of the truth hereof. to provoke him to 
the discharge of that duty incumbent up6n him in hi. place or atltion, (which 80 bar­
barous and unheard-of a murder calls for'at his hand;) tbe better to deliver bimself and 
the nation from the crying ,in of blood-guiltiness; and which is therefore left to tbe 
con.ideration and conscience of all that hear tbereof in general, and to all the ministers 
of justice, and his fellow-peers in special, wh_ oath., honours, and inleresll may 
oblige them to ~h~ir duties herein; and who, in reasoo, ought to feel the bleeding smart 
of this bloody stalt, not knowing which of their own turns may he next: And to hi. 
relations and kindred in particular, who are J)1ore than others called forth, in a peculiar 
manner, to make a further and better inquisition aflcr his blood than hath yet been made, 
especially after thi .. fun discovery is offered to them, as they wopld vindicate his inno­
cency, wipe off the atain of felon)" murder, and treason fJOm the ndble family, deliver 
themselye, from the reproach of being bribe<! by the forfeited estatt\to hold their 
tongues, aDd suffer others to be so severely handled, aa officious for appe\ring therein, 
under their 'ilence; and a. tbey would free themselves from the guilt of his blood, and 
answer the neglect to God and man. Lastly, to all those (of which there are many) 
who, either as accesaaries or actots, have embroed-their bands in this iODocent blood; 
whetber, since they are s.c~t~.l' kllQwn, it will not be their wi.e.t and b.st course (as 
some did in Sir Tho. O"'r!JurY~ lase) 10 come forth and confess, aDd give glory to 
God, .s they may hope "for meret here or'beredl:er, and not to think to ,helter them­
.elves und,Fr gold and greatne .. , .which will be a covering (in tbis caoe) too sbort for 
the gre&leac themlelvo:.; 'becauoe God, who is the aven8"r of blood, and to whom ven­
geance beI~' ill bring all to the bo.-top, and reeompence tbem according to t""ir 
deeds, there . " DO datta",s, nor .hadow oC death, where the workers of iniquity 
may hide ~ ' •• ' . ' 

. ' , 
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Inno<;e1lCJ and Trut~ ~illdicllted. An Account 'If fIJ""t hat" b .... or Ii ruily t~ be depo­
ltd. 10 pro •• the ..... 1 treacherous and cruel Murder 'If tloe Right Honourahlt! Arthur. 
lat. Ea.-l 'If Euu:. With Rf/l«fionl upon the Evidence. lind the mo,t materialOldec­
tion, againsl fhis Murdt.r .u.c.u,ed and alllflJ"ed. I." (A'IIereftce belwun three Gel< 
Ilemen concer.ing tke pre",tt I"'{uiry into tloe Death 'If that Noble Lord m.d 11"IIe 
Patrillt: 

• 
U Whalo thecldetb PliO" blood, by ~n .hall hi. blood be .bed," ~eJr. ix. 6. 
II For blood it de6lelh the land, and tbe land ClIlnot lie c:leanaed of the blood that i, .bed therein, but by 

the blood otblm that ahed it,"_N •• 6. suv. SSe 

Magna tit WritfU tI pr<n'ole6it. 

Printed in the Ye.r 1689 . 

. 
Lawrence BraddoD of the IDoerTemple took a very' active .bare in tracing out the various report .. 

coneeroing tbe death of the £arl o"f Ellle.X', until hi' zeal dre .... 00 him the indignation of the 
court. He wa. tried for a misdemeanour, as having attempted to throw upon the King and 
Duke of York the guilt of ~'s murder. He was tried before Jefferies, and Itnt.eo.ced tn 
pay a fine of .2OOOl. which ~eiDg beyond, hil mellO', be Ilppeara to have remaioed in prOOn till 
the Revolution. See Iatroductlon to the former Tract, p. 68 . 

• 
I, 

To Ille RigM Honourahle tl .. Lord. 'If the (Iatc) Committee. oppoi.tta to <romi .. into 
the Death qf thai Noble, Lcrd and tr .. P.triol. Arthur, /afe Earl of Elle ... , 

My LoJ.. . 
Cou tD I have managed the evidence in proof. of the murder of this bonourable 

lord with that strengU! and efficacy they are ClIpable or, nothing would more plainly 
h&\'e appeared to the impartial reader, than this (to me) great truth. viz. That the Right 
Honourable Arthur. late E>.rl of E"ex. w ... most treac}l<fously and barbarou.ly mur­
dered. But luch as it is, I do. with aU humility, CUt ii. aLyou{IQrdahips feet. to who.e 
greatjudgmenta l.h&11. with entire resignation •• ub~it. ' . . 

My lord., haviog long koown. aod been lately mu~h CODv.nant ",w, Mr Braddon.· 
1 have had often opPOrtuQittes of discoluliDg almost eVery witnos in this cll'ae exami" 
Ded; and such as I myaelf have not .poke with, I have from him been infonned what 
luch have declllf.d: Anli tllough ti,e accoullt l hiVe bere Jivea. of what tbe .. have re­
lated. which have been examined before your lordlbips,: Iii! more larae lUld.particuia( 
tban their depo.itioD'. (becau&e I have bad repeated O}'P'rtu.Dltiea of bearing their re-

• This account or !.he e,ldeDce H'tpedina the death 01 bax, ahhoUJh written in the I&IIlr!e tpirit or par7 .. 
the lut. tont .. inllUme c~~ioQ' p.rticul~u. It.is decoRwd whh It ftQnu.pi~c tel!rellfltltina the manner 0 tbo 
.uppotcd lPu(der, the PO'I\tOD o{\he Md. bod)' 10 \he closet, aad. the r •• or wub ... hleb. I~ detd tv .. , corn1DiUed~ 

• 
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latins) yet, if themselves say true. nothin,g in these pape~s is contradictory to or in­
consistent with what they ha'le deposed before )'our lordships. 

My lords, in the aC'C'ou~t at large I have first stated the cas~1 as t~ the pretenrled 
self.murcfer, as it was and IS endeavouren to b~ proved by those lin mediately attendmg 
on my lorel; and then 1 have ~iyided the proofs for this murder jnto three general 
healls as they qllve 'relation to time:": Wht:ther, 

Fi~t. /lefore the day of my lord's death. 
Secondly, The oay of hi' death. 
thirdly, Subsequ<nt to the day of hi. death. 
And after evely' proof. I have raised all such objections I could in conversation ever 

meet with, or mySelf (~ould objed, which carried the least colour of argument against 
5uch evidence; and the solutions, with aU humiLity, are submitted to your lordships 
censures. . 
. In the abstJ'llct, I have o"served this order: First, I have stated the case, as repre­

~ented and .worn hy tbose that would prove the self-murder; and then detected the 
falsIty of every part of those relations. After which I have briefly considered the other 
proots in the saille order of time as the discourse at large. • 

My lords, several things here mentioned have not as yet been before your lord­
ships, some of these relations having Dot been known to Mr Rraddon before your lord­
ships committc::e was dissolved: But these after-testimonies, and some other things not 
here taken notice of: will he brought before your lordship" 8 S soon as your lordships 
shall tlunk fit to move that thdae depositions ancl examinations, now sealed up. may be 
laken out of the house by your lordship!, and to those added such other testimonies 
as have been taken before several justicc::t. (,mee the report made) or are ready to be 
taken; and then. that, as well such as are now sealed up, as those others which have 
been, or shall be d~posed, may be reported by your lordships, in such method as to 
your lordships great wi.dom .hall seem mo.t meot. After ... hich I doubt not but all 
your lordships. and the whole world, will be convinc«;d of that truth which the inter~st 
of 80 many ha"e industriously endeavoured to.stifle: Hut there is no power of earth 
and hell, when conjoined. can mak~ that thing never to have been which was. And 
therefore, if my lore:! waS treacherously and barbarously murdered, no interest or strength 
whatever can make .him a self-murderer. Truth may be destr0y.ed in its credit, but 
never in its being; and the measures that have been taken ~o disc;~dit the proof of this 
murder, have been .ufficiently dett:cted as taise, which hath not a liltl~ncre"""d the 
crerlibilitJ- of tbat wbicb those counter-evidenc .. would have rendered i&,edible and 
raise.' ' 

• In putitl" se.ntenc. on Braddon., (who .ppean., ha'fe been an alon, lutded by aD bonest, tbollgb ceru.inly 
an imprudent BeM' ,) JO&rin gave theAUu.iog .recimen ot bit eloqllellc,, :-

" I find bere I. jud,meot _'IUM' ~~d )Ie Yet)' foul otreoce . .. nowriou. an otrence a. any penon under 
that wblcb ill L"pital ('Guld be guilty of} _ uper.iOIll o( ell. ,oYernment in Older w promote ~Itlon and 
ractlon • and fur lb.t end made \lie 01 all .,~q.;bOQI metlnl to corrupt infilotl, and then j wtul lil li. ' villainy wilh. 
a bruell ac.. to ~lI.t dearee of impu4ence u Inner belore taw. tMt .. 1I tbe jl,tltice of the DatIOn IDUII be 
,f'ruot.ed by .KD audaclOUI .(i:llu,,,. (or i\ ... iU.I C:OP64eAC. hal noe Jet, him .. but bere he .milCl ud aecma. 
ill il he hAd dune DO bArm. : . • • 

.. N,. Jlr ..... l(y lord, J kltOW InY." hlnoce&ey. &ad t:bertI'ore haYe ItO I'MIOO to be troabled. 
," L. ~. J _ Vo,n IQIIOCIDte I Your impodeDc:e you mean. I ~U ¥o~ bad fOg beeu in any other countrf bu~ 

Ihtl, tbe 11lnOONte. yo~ .Ilt of .. oula bue Mnt 1°U \0 lb. pili-. 
lO M,. J .. t • ... " ...... Tb .. yGU. ~ Illr .~dou.10Q ba .. cloDe ..,y .u in ",Nt J" ban. dORe ~ 
" L. C' .l . A'I,. l ... ,. ),GUN_ be, Aod" -' ot bll paR)' h .. ~l1le 10 rar, lba' at WlPcbester, when 1 

... Lh~Ie In lb, ClrcWt., l.w .. told t.bat IUs cloctr~e bad o.IM.a&ned 10 much in \bat country, eapeciaUy Iroll1 thlt 
place wbet)CtI ~e o( hit. __ euae. I l'M&Il Andoftr, Ulat tbt-rt'i wa, & wuman dlat Wil. l here the other 
4&" Mn Drake., bti", " ·co .. _~ luid (ortb tbll:\ 1ft) wr\ of ~ WIU, roor_red wbi\e \he k UIM; wu in 
'" Tu'llt'er, ud tbat God W'u Ute ~ ollllu~"r. and !tad found OQ' a proper penoD for the prn.cutton of 
It., IllId lbat Wat MI Btaddon i .n4 ~ SDiY8~h" AoQ&. DNtailH .~ cAe C'o.QV~"('Je. It it DO .uch smirkioQ' 
5D.Uer .. YUIll m.~e it:- Alr Braddoa,. J ...,. you. . 

VOL X, 



74 Tracts dl'ring the Rtig. 'II KiJIg William IlL 

My lord. no two truths in nalure are inccn.ulent; for then a thing would be ~nd 
not be at ihe same time; wherefore when men would lubvert the belief of a truth, 
they d~ raise .ome falsehood which ttand. in op~OIit!on to .uch truth;, bUI if once thi. 
falsehood appean in it. true colour" then dolh It give slronger credit to that trulh 
which befoTO it was deSIgned to preJudice. , 

My lords, every m~n'l "efence virtuallf concludes, If my defen~e be false, my charge 
is true. This conclusion the la.w makes lD aU ClVl1 actlona, Ilnd Jl's accordlbg to the 
reason of the thing: For aU Oleo presume that every min accused will make use of 
the be.t argumentS (elpecially in matters of fact) he can for his defence; and if tho.e 
appear false, he fall. under a self·condemnation, :My lords, tbough this discourse is 
prlOtoo, it'a not published, ~or above ~oo ~rinted, u is r~ady to be proved) neither 
will one of these be commuDlcated t\l any, If your lordthlp, shall so order It; for all 
are kept till Mr Braddon receive. your lordship. com~and, as to t,heir di.posal, lI:fy 
lords, 1 could wi.h I had not been 10 large ID tillS dISCOUrse, leelOg your lordshIps 
whole time is 10 engrossed by the public, that 1 fear the .tate can scarce allow youl 
lordship. any hours of perusal. My lords, though 1 can't but humbly beseech your 
lordships pardoR tor tins presumptIOn, yet ( could not, Without betng gUilty of the 
greateat injustice, any otherwise dedicate this di8COU~, teeing what hath been already 
djscovere~ is c~ietly owing to .your lord:shil?s uDwe~ried rlihgel,1ce in thOSE" ?1any c~m· 
mittces, 10 which your lordships have 80 often sat 10 st"ardl ot a truth, which the Im­

penitency of some, and the iDduat~ioua intereal of uthers, have stro~gly opposed. But 
maugre all opponents, the Dlatter 19 (as 1 do humbly cooce've)!iO tar detected as cir .. 
cumatantial evidence i8 (almost) capable of; ,aod those that will not lk convin('ed of 
the truth of a murder, uniesl positively attt'steti, d~mand SIlC~ proof for their convio­
tioD as no law requires. l\ow that the God of wisdom, righleousne:ls a.nd truth, may 
direct and pro.per your lordships in thi •• and all other undertakiDgs, is the humble 
prayer of, 

My Lord., 
Your lprdship'. most ~l;ele 

and obedien ' ant, 
P. V. 

A Lineo/ns·I"" Gent, SIR, I rejoice I bave thus fortunately met yoil here; lor ever 
since 1 came to town I have longed to see 10u, because I have been desired hy many 
of our countrymen to give then) what information I caD how the case of the Jat~ Ead 
~f Essex now atalld.; whether there bave been Il~I _in~tnatjons or examin.atioDs here­
m, takeD before the honourable House of lprdl, Ctor ·w~ ,have heard th.IT lordships, 
upon their 6nt .ilting, took the matter into examiu~tion) and what you have heard to 
be t~e sub.tabco of those dpppsition. aod exami .. tioa .. whether sulllcient t.o prove 
tbat uafortunate lord treachewusly murdered, as he Will gen"",,ly believed'to be. 

A Templer. Sir, you could Devet have met me more opportuJlely for your oatilf..,tioD 

u But oh I What a happiMU it ... tor \his 10'" of people that..,. t.ad iot Mr BraddoD, U boDeK IMD end 
• man of COIU",o. IllY' IIr Sptlce, • ID&P i ".,_; aDd ph,., .,. II. &D"hil rritmd. Ji" bi. til. _ advice 
you CUl, tOr htl i. a mUI _ry fit .or 1M purpow; ad Pt'aJ WCIl.,. Wm 'Indet'i tham name, for I'll ndenake 
lh~re are .uc.h cla1lnt upon pioua 1ft BtaddOD, ..... COII"i ....... to 40 him a milCbief, .... Met be not Ui 
his PIOtet&ult flail abuut him, ~bod, or oUaer" ...... kBOCkad bim on the "'eM a MIdi H" ,,,dill. WOOa 
derful Dian ,bat. aU the kin&" ~ 01 j_1ice .... RIM, cOD.pire to do Jdr BnddoG ... lACbte£; • pml, 
,ort di. DIU upon my word, &lid be mUll beo uaecl arcordla,l,: Men 'bat ........ aad _VaM IiO themNh·. a 
liberty to do luc:b kind or thinp ... , opee' &0 .... accoJdj8fl,."-St •• 2'riIIt. tiL .gr. 
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in~his, seeing I have now ~bout me the 8ubMaace of a~l thoae depositions. and exami­
naiions that have heeD taken before the secret comauttee of lords apPOInted by the 
house for this purpose, a~ &ometime since re~rtf~ to the boule land l.ikewise copies 
of many informations herfl~ .taken before some JU ~tlce9 of the peace; be~lde8 aU whIch, 
I have copies of such deposlhOf}s as have been sworn to (testroy the credit of what hath 
been materially deposed to prove that unfortunate lord villainously murdered; and fur ... 
ther, ] hAve several infonnations taken to strengthen my 10rJ's evidence, in answer to 
those depositions on tbe behalf of the prisoner. Of all which I have had an opportu­
nity to take copies, by being daiJy conversant with that gentleman, whoee misfor­
tunes have m~le him of alJ men the best acquainted with this case. Sirt there is 
hardly a witness 'herein sworn but wbat I have discoursed; neit.her do I believe there 
is any objection can be rai.ed againtt the proof qf my lord', being murdered, but what 
I can sufficiently an.wer. All ,,·l.ich your authority .hall command from me, who re­
joice in this occa.ion of serving you. But I question .. bether it may not be thought 
'a divulging of what a secret committee hath had under ex ..... ination.and gugbt Itill to 
be okept private. 

L. You can't but know that this secret committee i. dissolved. by.the reports being 
made to the house, where the t:lepositions baving been read, ·it can no longer he thought 
a secret: And it being for the il>terest of the kingdom it lhould be pubfisbed. (if there 
be any evidence to proye thtA murder) I can't imagine bow your communicatlOg this 
matter can in the leaat prejudice this cause, the just succes. whereof no man 1i'w-jDg can 
desire with greater impatien"" than myself. who .hall, (it'. probable) b.y your now 
assistance, be ahle to stop the mouths of. thole rinsayers, which, not so moch out of 
malice as misinformation, seem totally t. diabeheve.thil matter; of which number l\tr 
o of Grays-Inn. (our friend and old acquaintance) is one; he did appoint to be here 
precisely at this time_ He is DOW come. -

A Gra!Js-Inn Gent. Gentlemen, your most hU~llhle servallt. 
T. Sir, we are both cordially youn. and I'tjoice you are th~. opportunely come. 
G. I hope my company doth not hi.der pri~ate b'usine .. ; if so. I will leave you till 

such your discourse i. eJlded. and then .hall esteem myself happy in the enjoymellt of 
both your good compauies. • 

T. S;r, the busiuE'SS we are upon you are fllee to hear, aud I do very much rejoice in 
this opportunity of making you a convert, • • 

G. ]n what, pra)', sir? for if "8111 in any error, I hope I am not ...thereto 80 wed­
ded, but, upon good cause shewn, shall readily sur. a divorce, and tha~ you JJeartily 
for tny conviction. 

L. This gentleman is about giving such rea,ons .. will convince (not me. for I do al­
ready believe it. but) you. that the late Earl ofEaaex was treacberously and villainously 
murdered. r.-.. 

G. Pi.h! tbere it not tbe;jeait g<1ITutd for 8uch a belief. neither hath there been any 
colour at evidence for i'"'Ptoduc'ed to the lords. Moreover, all my lord's rdations are so 
firmly posseased with the belie£: that tbe late EuI at .E •• ex did indeed cut his own 
throat, th .. t neither ot;them hath thought fit in the 'least to move in this .natter, but 
all of them, wish that this c ... .., had never ·been rev;.,e.( l>ecauoe it renews the remem­
brance of chat aa<t and deplorable accident which ~ been "" great a misfortune to 
that bo-.l!te tamil,». . • 

T. Sir. J perceive you have been abused in every part of your i ..... ""atioD. for your 
author .catce told you -o'ne word oftruth. A. for the families not appearing in (but 
beiag v-ery aveJ'le tp) \'his prost'cution, J do a,sure YQu, sir, tt.is.ft ·fttT &001 ·being true ; 
for no gentleman coulih'liO ... more honour. and greater ••• 1 in a cause, than the R.ght 
Honourable Sir Henry C-'. (tbe late earl'. oDly brother) hath done in thi., and cau­
,ed some to be taken up for e.uteaYourill.g to abuse tbe world with the beli:.!! that he 
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had not engaged in this matter.' The now Earl of E,sex was not returned froD! Iii, 
travels when this prosecution was renewed; but as soon as he came. his lordship flp. 
proved of what was done, and hath been at the charge of th~s prosecu~ion, ~n which )'OU 

may believe there hath been no small expenee; there havlDtJ been 1U thIs cause such 
a number of witnesses examined, and so many several committees. And whereas you 
say there was not the least colour of evidence prodnced to the lords: Did you ever 
hear what persons were sworn before their lordships, and after examilled b)' this ho· 
nourahle committee? . 

G. Not in every particular, but in part I have, aad in general have been informed, 
that the witnesses produced by that gentleman, who pretendt4 to prove. itJ were looked 
upon as altogether insufficient -for tbat end; and therefore the Hou ... of Lord., UpOIi 

reading the informations in this case taken by the committee, immediately rt'jected 
them •• frivolous, thereupon ordering, that aU such as had been taken up, as .... pect. 
ed concerned in this pre .. nded murder, 8hould he discharged. . 

T. I perceive in this also you have been mislDforrned as to both particulars; for the 
House of Lords, upon Trading what was taken by the honourable lords of this commit­
tee, neither rejected the evidence as insufficient, nor ordered the discharge of such as 
in this case were taken up, but the depositions being read before the house, when three 
of the four honourable lords of' this committee were out of town, viz. the Earl of De­
von, the Earl of Monmouth, and Lord Delamere, (the Earl ot Bedford being the first 
in this committee) the house ordered all those dt"'P,ositions and exammations to be 
sealed up. and kept by the clerk of the parliament, IlU tile .. three lorcls return<d, and 
in the mean time the farther debate hereupop to be suspended: To prove .11 which, 
pray, sir, read thi. order made Die.Jovis 23" Maii, 1689. 

Die Jovii 2j". MaH. 1689. 

" After reading several paper. and depooitions relating to th. death of the late Earl of 
Essex, it is ordered by the lords spiritual and temporal in parliament assembled, that 
the consideration of this business shalf be suspended until the return of the Lord 
Steward, the Earl of Monmouth, and the -Lord Delamere. who were of'the committee 
before whom they wert' made, and who are now iu the country in hl~ majesty's service. 
And if. further orPer~d, that the aaid depositious and papers shall be sealed up. and 
kept by the cit of the ,parliament in the mean time>" 

G. Then I find my infomlation in this particular f.l.e. . 
T. A. to the second, tbat the lord. have not ordered the discharge of 8uch as were 

in this case apprehended, but contral'iwi.e, that all tbe.e should be bound over by the 
court of King' Bench. to appear the firat day of the np.t term, appea" by an order 
of the House of Lord. made the 15". June, 1689, -..Iiicjr.yolu may read jf you please. 

, 
Die Sabat; IS'. Junii, 1689. 

"Ordered by the lords 'p'iritlial aad temporal, in parliament ~lDbled, that such per. 
aon. as are now under ball -by recognizance, concerning · the death of the late Earl of 
Es .. ", .ball he, by tile court of King's Bencb, bound over -to appear the fint day of 
Micbaelmas term next." . 
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k;. I thank you, .sir, for ~our information herein, an~ it's .very.probable-those who 
g.ve me such false lDformatlon 8S to the lords .proceedmgs. lD this mat~er, nlay have 
likewise forged what arguments they thought mIght sway wIth me to beheve my lord's 
elf-murder; what those are I shall give you all account. But I first desire to htar 

what evidence in particular hath been produced to prove my lord'. being murdered by 
others. . . 

T. Before I· give you an account of the informations that have been in this case 
taken, I think it proper first to inform you how the case came before their lordship., 
and what by tbem therein hath been done, and how the case now stand. before the 
house. . 

G. Pray, sir,uae your own method. . 
T. The 21.t of January la.~ (being the day before the convention sat) .everal per­

sons were taken up. 8S suspected to be privy to thy lord's murder; amongst whom was 
:Major Hawley, (Major of the Tower) in whose house my lord was murdered, and Tho­
mas Russt:II, one of the two warders that stood upon my lord at the time of bis death; 
the.e two belonging to the Tower, and consequently under tbe command of the Right 
Honourable the Lord Lucas. governor of the Tower, were not taken up by any can· 
stable; but his lordship having seen the warrant out against them, ordered both to be 
secured. The next day, being the ~2df several informations were taken before John 
Robins, Esquire. one of the Middlesex Justices. who carried copies of these informa­
tions to my Lord LncBS. His lordship, the 94th. moved the House of Lords for their 
Imclships order, as to the ke~ping, discharging, or removing Hawley and Russell, as 
before !ecured by his loroship'JoI command; and then produced to the house those in· 
formations brought his lurdship, a£I befcjre by Mr RobiDs; upon reading which, after 
some debate, the House of Lords ordered Mr llradilon to be called in before their lord­
ships. and after his examination; their lordships constituted a committee of lords, of 
which the Right Honourable the Earl of Vevonshire, (now lord steward of hi. ma­
jesty's household) was chairman. After thrs cd'tnmittee had "evera) times met, there 
was a secret cpmmittee ordered to examine into tbe matter; which committee COD­

sisted of these four honourable lords, viz. the £arl of Bedford, the Earl of DeVOD, the 
Earl of Monmouth, (th.., Lord M~rdant) IIJld the Lord Delamere; after this commit­
tee had many times sat, and taken about forty depositioDs and examinatioD8J the Earl 
of Monmouth aud the Lord Velamere were ,ent by his maje~y ioto the country, as 
two of the lords commissioners ~ regulate the anny. Aiter these two lords were thus 
out of town, the Earl of DeVOll (being chairman of tbe committee) BIought these de­
PO!titiODS and exalllinations into the house; but it-being' then late in the lIay, none were 
read, but an order made that they should be read the next morning; hut his majesty"s 
affaire commanded lik.ewise the Earl of Devon th~ nex.t momiog to go into the coun· 
try, 80 that when thete informations were read in the house, not one of the four lords 
of this committee were tbe~sidSi-lhe Earl of Bedford: Wherefore the house ordered 
the debate of the matrer. to be suspended, a. you bave before heard. And tbus the 
case came at firat before 'their lordships, alJd 80 it DOW .tands, 

G. Sir. I thank you for unde<:elving me, and d .. ire 'you to proceed in such a metbod 
.. you think may gi'" us tbe most regular Dotion of tile matter. 

T. Before,l give you any i.formatioo to prove my lord by others barbarously mur­
dered, I think ,i' proper tD state the case a. it was re'presented by tho •• who would 
bave the world belieVe m~ Idrd a .elf-murderer; for WIthout tbis you cab not under­
stand what use .... ~ made of many information. that have been in this cue taken, 
because you will n9t be able to see wherein they contradict what was sworn before the 
coroner, to pfov:e ..,. lord's self.destruction, and whatsoever proves theit representa­
tion of the matter to doe i:orOll!'r'tiolse, by a very natural cou.equeuce proves m¥ lurd's 
being murdered by oth ..... , 
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L, Wit bout doubt, For wb.t~d, (I pray) obould any 'wear to a lie but toconce.l.a 
truth, there bei"t! DO other reaoon to be given for it ? • 

T, 1 oball ~n witb my lord's "" ... itment to the Tower, The Right Honourable 
Artbu., I.te Earl "fEHex, was comaitted to the Tower the tenth of July, 1&" and 
the first nigbt I";{ at Capt.i" Cheek.,' .. the theo lieutenant of the Tower, but the next 
day waa remove to Major Hawley'., (then gentleman poH.r of the Tower) and tbe two 
ward.,. placed upon hIS Iordsbip were Nathaniel Mywy and Thomas' Ruosol, one to 
.!aDd at my lord's cbamber door, or in hi. chamber, and the other at the slam·foct, and 
thus by turns. Paul Bomeny, my lord', IOr\'aot, "' .. permitted to be with hIS lord­
ship. At Mr Hawley'. my lord lay Wedneoday night and Thuroday night, but Friday 
morning, about nine of the clock, hi. lordsbip wal fuuad witlt. bUs throat cut through 
both jugalarl and a.-iea, c""" to the ncckbooe, OIl both Iidn the neck. The next 
day----- ' 

L, Sir, pol'<lon this interruption: llilld that my lord fir&tlay at Captain Cheek.', one 
llight, and thea "'as removed to Hawley'., where after two night. hi. Iol'<Iship wu found 
dead; how caltte it to po .. tbat my Iood had Dot contiaued to lie at Captain Cbeek~'" 
it being nry usual for ptieoners of his JeJrd.bip'J quality to ~ic at t"e lieutenant's house, 
a. now my Lord Salisbury doth at tile Lor" Lucas.? 

T. The true cause of lobis removal I camlet give you t but tile cololtr I can; it is 
pretended that Captain Cheeke would Rot lie \fOubIed "'itb any prisoners in his own 
bou.e; for which ...... n (u I'retended) hi. lordship was removed; but this I believe 
not to be tbe cause, but, (as I Aid) the colour only; ... for the true reason hereof, I 
refer you to the ...... qf IOCf'<C!J in t .... cue. Du~ to proceed: the neJIit day bei"g Satur­
day, the jury sate, and before them .. ere ."'Im the alor.sald Paul BomeDY, Thoma. 
Ru .. el, and the lwo cbirurgeons, ' 

Which informati ..... are as foIl"weth .c,",.ding 10 the priot; but that (as 1 shall ob­
aerve in it, own proper pIa",,) varies from tbe original in Bomeny'. informatioD, 

The Info7'f1Jatioo qf Paul &menS, 8""";101 to the lat. E""l qf &,."for aioul Three Dr 
Fou,' Yea" now ltut palt, taken upon'OatIo, t~. 14th Day oj July, Anno Regni 
Caroli Secondi Dei gratia Angli .. , Scoti." l'ruIei." et Hlberni", Regl., Fidel Den,n,or, 
&c. Tricesimo quinto, ADnoque Domini, 168S, , 

Saith, that "hen my 101'<1 came to Captain Ha .. l~y'" which was the II th ,in'tant, 
my Lord of Essex asked him for a penknife to pare hi. mils, as be wa& wont to do, to 
which this informant answered, being come in bute, be had not brought it, but he 
would send for on<, ud accordingly. sent the footman with a note lor IOveral thing. 
for my lord, amongat which the penknife waa inoerted· and the footman went and 
gave the bill to my lord's .teward, who aent the pMl'jsi~ bot not tho p6nkmle, and 
he told the footman he would get one tbe ne,,! day. When tht.footman was come, my 
lord asked if the penknife was come; this informant answered no, but he .hould haoe 
it the next day; and accordingly be on tbe l!/tb inlltant in the moming, briore my 
Lord of EHex was up, thi. infO\;n.~t .ent tbe footman holDe with .. DOle to she .teward, 
in which, amongst other thihga, he .. ICed fur a penknife for my lord; and wben the 
footman waa gone, about, 0< a little afler eight of the clock, my lord MOt one !.Ir 
RUSleI, his warder, to tIIi. informant, who came, and theti h ... ked him if \be penknIfe 
was come; this informant aaid, No, my 101'<1, but I ob«1I h ••• 'jt by aDd by, To whIch 
my lord said, tbat be .bould 'bring him ODD of hit ....."... it would do aa well; and Ihem 
this informant went and fetched one, and gave it my lord, who then ftIlt to pare hi. 
nails; <And then the informao' went out of1.he room into the paltegt by the door, .. 

~ jfea.p Ifle I SIll illftilllt, and began to talk ,,:ith the warder; cd a little wbile after 
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h~ went down stairo .. And .s,,?n .fter came the foot~.n with the provisions, and brought 
.1\;0 a penknife, wh.ch thIS mformant put upon hIS ~ed,. and thought my lord had no 
more need of i~ because he thought he had parep hIS na.ls. And then th.s mformant 
came up to my lord's chamber. about eight or nine in the forenoon. 011 .Irillap tlit 
J 3rjj illlltant, with a little notf from the .toward; but not finding his lord in the cham­
ber went to the clo.e-stool closet door, and found it shut, aad thinking hi. lord was 
bu;y th .. e, ""nt down and .taid a little. and came up again, thinking his lord bad 
been come out of the. closet, and linding him not in the chamber, he knocked at the 
door with his finger tbrice, and said. My lord; but nobody answering, h. took up the 
banging. and looking through the chink, he saw blood and parts of the ruer. where­
upon he called 'the warder. Rn.sel, and went down to eaU for help, and the .aid Russel 
pu,bed the door open, and there they laW my ~rd of Esaex all along Ihe floor, with­
out a perri wig, and all full of hlood, and the razor by him. And this deponent further 
.deposeth, that the razor now lihewed to him at the time of his examiDation i. the same 
razor which he did bring to my lord, and wliich did lie on the ground in the clolOl by 
my lord. 

The Information 0/ Tho""" RUSICI, one if/he Warde" if the TOft/cr. who ',ad the Cus­
tody ~t the Earl 0/ Ets ..... toke" the Fourteenth Day 0/ July, Anno Regoi Caroli Se­
cund! Del gratia Angliz, ScotJ[e. Francire et Hibernim Regis, Fidei Defensoris, &co 
Tricesimo Quinto. Annoqne Domini, 168~ • 

• 
Saith. That on Friday the 13th instaat, .haut eight or nine of the clock in the fore­

noon, he was present when he did hear the Lord of Essex call to his maD, Mr Bomeny, 
for a penknife to pare hi, nail., and then for a razor. which Mr Bomeny brought him; 
and .hen my lord walked up and down the roollj scraping Ioi. nails with the razor, and 
shut the outward door. Mr Bomeny, haifa quarter oJ an hour qfterward8, not finding 
my lord m hi. beliwchamber, went down stairs agaIn, belJeving that my lord was then 
private In his closet. Bomeny came up about Q quarttr of O/J Iwur afterwards, and 
knocked at the door, tllen oaIled. My lor<ll my lord! but he not an.wenng, peeped 
through a chink ~f the door, and did .ee the Earl of E .. e" lying on the ground in the 
closet, whereupon he d.d cry out, that my lord was fallen dow II su;k, and then the in­
fOlmant went to the closet door,.and opened it, the key being on the "l'tlide, and then 
did see.my lord lie all the ground in hIB blood, and hi. throat cut. 

The Ilfformation if &bt:rt SkeTTood, ~f Fel/churM-Street. Chirurgeon, taken the 14th 
Day of Jul!. Anno ~!9Ii. Caroli Secundi Dei gratia Angli .. , Scoti." Fr.uci., et 
Hibernie H.egi., Fid~i Qd~r,..&c. Triceaimo Quinto, Annoque Domini, 1683. 

Smith, ThaI he hath 'viewed the throat' of tb. Earl of Essex, and does find that there 
i. a large wound. and that the' 4Iptra arteria, or wind-pipe, and the gullet, with tbe 
jugular arteria, are on divided. IIf wbich wllund he.cerhiinly died. 

The IRfONR4litta of &bert AtIIlnrH. of Crutchet.Friarl. Chiru~~«m. token UpOIl Oat', 
tM 14th.Dtry w J"I!; ADDO. RegDi Caroli Secundi nunc Rep Acgli." Ike. Trice­
SIma QUlDto, ........ Domini. 168S. 

Seith. That he bath v" * throat g( the Lc>rd of Esse,., .. doeo find tbat it was 
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cut from the one jugular to tbe other,. and !brough the wind-pipe and gullet into t~ 
vertebres of tbe neCk, both jugular velDs being also qUite divided . 

• 
Upon th .... information. the coroner's jury found my lord {ti~ de ... 
The lubstance of the8t' informations in short is, that my Lord of Essex caIJed for a 

penknife to pare hi. nail .. but the penknife not heing ready, his lord.hip re'luired a 
razor. which was delivered him, with which razm: hia '';lrd,hip retired into his closet, 
and lock..d him.elf in; but !lOOn after the c11)set door hemg opened, my lord was fouorl 
with hIs thrnat cot through both jugu.lars and arteriea to the neck-bone, and the razor 
(a. before delivered) lying by bim. · .' 

Nathaniel Munday (the other warder on my lord at tbe time of hi .. neath) now de­
clares, that aa .oon a. my Lord of Esatox's chamber-door .... opened by the gentleman 
jailor, about leVen of the clock, (that morning my lord d!ed,) he .tood warder upon my 
lord till about a quarter of an hour before my lord Was found dead, and then he called 
up RUIlOI, and left bim at tbe door, and then went down stairs, where he had not been 
a quarter of an hour before Bomeny cried out, My lord is fallen down sick; whereup6n 
he ran up .tail'l. and found Bomeny..aDd RtLSIeJ endeavourJDg to open the closet-door, 
but neither could stir it. because my lord's body Jay so very close and strong against 
the door; wherefore he being .tronger than either Bomeny or Hunel, put his sboulder 
agaio.t the door, aod thrustiog with all bi. wigbt, broke it open. 

Major Hawley (at wbose boUle my lord was murdered) .. itb, that about five of ih" 
clock that mnrning my lord died, he w<nt ouloto opeD the Tower-gates. (according to 
the duty of hi. place,) and came not home, nM nigh hi' own hOUle, till about nine of 
the clock, when Munday, the warder, came to him, alld told him my Lord of Essex had 
cut his throat j whereupon Hawley, going home, fou~d It true, and immediately therc~ 
upon went to hi. majesty Gharle, the :;'cood, (then In the Tower,) and did inform his 
majesty of the .ame. 

Bomeny, RUSlel, and Munday, (oad Ilkewise Lloyd, tbe sen.tinel at my lord's lodg­
ing. that morning my lord died,) did e-oer'lkny (till January I .. t~ any 'men were 
let into my lord's lodgings befo", bit death any tim. that morning my'tord died. The 
two first upon their patll. denied it before the coroner allli Boloen,.. RUllel alld Lloyd 
did at Mr BraddY'l" trial, pag~ 55, 56, 57, upon their bath' dec •• re, that DO men were 
let into my lorei'. lodgings (tbat morning my lord died) berore my lord's death was 
known. MunGeyand R ..... I .till persi.t in their denial of any mena being let into DIy 
lord before hi. death that moroing my lord died. 

This i. the state of the case, .. it .... repreoented by those tbat were immediately 
aUending upon my lord at the time of hi. death. I .h.l~t, in tbis pl~c., make any 
observabona upon the several oontradtCtIOns aDd j"'M,ohereuces of thete relationtt., nor 
yet .ay what i, proved to falsify.U that hath.Cas before) by ·tlieae been declared aorl 
sworn, but ,ball 1 __ thi~ to a more ~roper plane, and '!'all, in my .... t"?do begin with, 
such tbln~ u "ere first In order of time. '. • 

The iDtormation, and cxamloatioas in this cue taken .re.nigb~iJ[ty; I shan range 
them in this order: I obaIl place tbose , 

First, that bave relation to wbat paaoed before the day qf tile death of the I.te Ear~ 
of Ea.e". Secondly, thaee that relate Ie.rn.t paue<l tbe of.Y'Qf hi. death. And in the 
tbird and Iatt place, IUch ~ have relatioG to what ..... Illboequent to the day of hi. 
deatb; upon hearing all wb,ch 1 doubt not but fully to convince every unp"'judiced 
penon. 

L. Soch I am I do •• Iure you; for it' ..... i'ber my iatereot Dor my de.i,e that thi. 
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m'A..!..,. (If' IIIICh iadeed it were) mo~l~ not be detected; but I. do hear~i~y wioh all .uch, 
of\.t;teonef' quality, teX, or OOIldibon, U I~ COD~ In contriving, privy to, or 
.cting in thi. murder, may be brought to condIgn. pUDllhment. 

·G. If thl. be ptooed to be L murder, I thall .I .... ay. tbink it the moot villain.,... lhal 
was ever acted nn oar.tqe; .pd as lOOn as I .ball be tho"""!rbly convinced hereot: 
.ball •• heartily cIeoire (with you) that.1I acton and abetters hereio m.y receive accord· 
ing to their den\erit. And iIId«tJ 1 ... 11 ""rdly tlri"" ,III¥!J pu..uilrntnt too #'Derejor 'liCit 
•• IIcl, or 1I11J1 tiriNg t09 ill 10 be tho"!:'" 'If lI"y roho ~ in tire kIl.t colJCer1led in Ihi. 
truelttroJU """'pIictzI«l ",.rder, (in per.on and rtpututum.) if it!Je protJOli to!Je .ny. But 
pardon me if 1 lhiak it not tru., but invented by beretorore di.loyal .nd. w...weoted. 
men, to raise an aversion ~Qet the moK unfortunate ~ODg. 'Princes, who waa trea­
cheroualy (I bad aim oat laId treaacoably) d .. erted by b .. IOldle" ....... ell.s othe .... ill> 
the midot of tbe greateat d.nge.... We have h.d m·uch noi .. of tbia (pretended) murder. 
alld (as lOme falaely call it) of die murder of Charle. the Second. of the supposititious. 
lie .. of the birth of tbe Prinoe of Wai ... and of the yrivote French I'ague; but all this 
bitberto hath been but talk. and I now think (a. ever did) tbere i. not ooy good 
grouDd. for the belief of either; for if there bad, wc .• bould long .ince !for tbe vindica· 
tion of wbat io put, wbich I shall forbear to call by its proper name) ha •• bad it lIIado 
snore publick. . 

T. /JOJtIJ ",rb<!, ,u«so, not this great heat. 
G. Bul panion " ve'1 Datural to every bODest IIUUI thal had aay .pult. of true 

loyalty upoo ouch reftcctlOlll If these. 
To Pulion serv .. not. but pnojudice. 'II' 'rg1IIIlent, and, generally .peaking, wbere 

there i. the mOlt passion ~e is least. ~ ~ . • 
G. 1 will endeavour for the future to be more cains. 
L. I ,ball tell you. at our Dext mceti.,.. wbat I b.ve heard mneeming the death of 

Charles tlte Second. and th. birth of the pretended Prio.ce of; Wale" alld it'. probable 
may ioform you in both of what you may hue ~.er beard. nor as yet made puhlick 
by .ny; but Iliesire Dot any longer to detain tbi. genL1emao from prOC4lOding in hi .. 
intended .. etbod. ' 

G. I beg both your ~for this beet ... d intel'ruptio,Q, and I do impatiently w.i~ 
to hear what caD be ... d. . 

T. I .ball pro<>eeG J and. . • 
Firat. as for .ueh informations .. bave relation to what paled ~ '\Y lord'. death ~ 

theie a~ of two IOrts; the Ii",t prove. a relOlution (by papi.lI) ICftnI,dIf' before my 
lord .. death, to cot Illy lord'. throat. The 

Secoad, lllaay roporll. in seve~1 parts of Engl.nd, (be{ore my I~d·. cleatb,) that the. 
Earl of Eooex bod 'cut b .. throat 10 the To ... er. FI/I'.proof of thetr prevI .... rtoolutio .. 
to cut my lord'. threat. pray' read thio!."""r, which.l hav. takeD for my own aatitfac-
lion. and the iIIfoJomationof p f..w. .. frOID the J'CMOQ'. 0 .... moutb. . ••• . . 

G. D, s. oaith. "nar"littl. \Jefore thi d'eath of tbe late Earl of Enex. as .be ..... 
oervant ia.tfte lion .. of.,.., Mr HoI ...... a papiat. th.n living in Baldwlo· •• Garde .... 
about DiM lord', death. 101M .parlato (among wbich Doe Mr Lovet,. 
whOIll in bet oai<! mute. I boute. eIIe being thea ia the kit. 
chen ,..itb ,tIIe I~cl Mr HoI ..... Th ... id W. A. .... n' 
a little up bcckoDed to tiIio illlOr!noat to _ to lIim; which thi. 
inform ... t tbe aid W. A. -.. wellt up otaiIoI iato·th. garret (.a 
this iDfonnant work, and left this informant OD. the aWn ~ auil tbis in-
IOrntant' heard d~roing jll Ule room juat _ the kitcben. COD-
cornn.,th. ~ .... )1at .bo, *", heard ..... ~ the 
e6ct liJllnwiDB, wil. _.- wi. Il&Iled hiII1 villain Lnd dog, (08 
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stich, with several such opprobrious terms.) saying, lie knfW 80 much f!ftll~r designs, and 
1\'111(' tVa.' 80 'Oe rv averse to thtir illttrest , thai ""Jell he U'aI taken l!!f, they "'ould 'lever Cal Ty 

them 011. 'u pon which it was (heo ~Dswered by another, that the~ had been with his 
!illllintllG, and hi' ~lllbl1tll_ was for poisoniNI( the &aid earl ; but hi. liiolimH was told, 
that manner of death wooM not look wdJ to the world. It was then abo declared, that 
one had proposed to Ins JjISI).UlU' stabbing the rarl; hut that WaS" likewise not .agreed 
on. SIt l.n6r6 Iii. hillhne .. tontlulltb, anb •• tllteb /ifs t!ira_t to br tUt'; anO·IiI. high­
ness ,.,.0 ptltni~tb to br there lIr!i.n It lIJiUI 110m; (but this informant remembers not 
any ,;Iacf> 1.II~ntioneJ where the earl's throa,t was to be cut)." This was the substance 
of what this Informant heard the first meetmg; but about thrre da,\'! after, 50me of tht 
aforesairl persons met again nt·the said Mr Holmes's house. allft this tntormant listened 
(as before) to theil' discour<:e. ann heard ont' of them say, Ie TIUlt tlte cuUmg tlte eorr,~' 
throut 71'0$ a~ru'd (tn , but the!! would give it out that ht had done Jt himself .. ami if allY 
3hould dc,~y i f. tlte,1I u'ould take them up, and ptlni.~ them.'fol' ;1," This informan, further 
salth, l. That heing much trouhled in mind tor what sht haci heard. as above related, 
she was will ir.tp' to have discovered to some justice of peace what she knew. as aforesaid, 
hting willing the mischief, as ahove-dcsig'ued, might be prevented. 'Vht'reupon she 
went to a friend o f her's to advise with, ,·il. one Mr D., sinl'e rlead, (who, betore that 
time, had been her master,) who liH'ci not fa r fi'()lll Mr Holmes's house, and informed 
him as before set forth, \:rhereupon the said l\1.r B. did advise her 10 be silent .. jor tIle 
papi.'(/-" carrying all h~/ol't thrm, ,he 'a'os "uimd if ,lte spoke Qf it . Upon Y. hidl 51 Ie did 
liar, to her remembrance, then rev~31 it to any other ... . Thia intbrmant further saith, 
.. That the "pry day of my lord 's death she ,was (oat long before dinner) at a chand­
ler's, (not far from the said Holmfs's house.) .. viz. one l\{rs HiDton's, in Lf'aLher·Lane, 
whf'rc there then came !>orne who declared, that the Earl of Essex had cut his throat 
ill the Tower; upon which she went home to Mr Holmes's, and was extremely lrou­
bled, and immediately ta.ken with fits, having, al before, heard their resolutioll to cut 
the earl'. throat." Thi. informant turtht< dedareth, " That about two or three of the 
clock the same day the earl died, some of the aforesaid consult met again at her master, 
Holmes'5 house, and she heard them leap about the room ; and olle of them struck him 
upon the back, and cried, H T~ feot 'l8D1.t/ORe, (or U'C /law done thef~at):' Whereupon 
the said Mr Holmes replied. It Is th~ earl's throat cut?" To which the other answered~ 
" Y cs," onb futtfitt ~olb, !ir cou(O not but (apuD to tDlnk /io1lJ like a fiIa( tbr Gear! of 
~fl!!~ looktb IOliin tflep tltlnt to Cllt !iIlI tlitoat. The said M r Holme. did theo .ay, 
" Wa:'l his hiihnt'ss there f' To which the other papist replied, "Ye .. n This in,formant 
furth er saith. Ii That she did, about four years since, di.cover to one Mr. R. (with whom 
.he then li,·.d as a sp",.o~) hi. wife and tlaughter, that .he bad heard al Mr Holmes. 
house afore,aid, oOlOe papists (several day, before my lord', death) ' declare, that the 
earl's throat was to be cut. j but her said master R. commanded her to hold her peace, 
and not to tell him such dan~rous thinga, lest, aa..he .is: being overheard, she should 
ruin him and all his family, or words to that effect." . • . 

. , 

G. It's improbable that any should discourse a matter of thi. con .. queqee and se-
crecy, thus to be o\'er-heard by tpe servant. ~ 

1'. I do hardly know any house more convenient for a secret meeting. provided all 
the family be true to the design; and, it', probable, thete mea did not know that thi. 
maid was a prot",tant, or that upon the stai'" in the kltcltea their di,course could be 
over.heard; but indeed it could be there beard almost .. pillim .. in the ,'ery room it­
self, unless you whisper. 

L, Besides, consider the circum&tancee of time when this .consult wal held. Thi. 
was W'hen our government, in its CotTuption, was grown to sucb .. pitch, that lOme peo. 
pie we~ loyally mad, aod (through bliad prejudiced obedience, I hope, more than ma-
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lie!) were offering tip .. sacrifices to the court, popish and arbitrary interest, the blood 
o~ho5e brave men who did zealously oppose those cursed designs, the popish ancl ar. 
bitrary end whereof we then saw through a glass, but since (to our cost) face to fac t . 
Should, therefore, this poor maid have rev~alcd what she heard, if8 ten thousand to onc 
but this truth would have met with such 8 disbelief in some, and such hatred in others, 
that tlHlJUgh both it would have been severely punished; for, be 8ure, these hloody men 
would have deJ'0sed, and, in probability, by others of their party. proved, that they at 
that time were somewhere else; and. without all doubt. our then juries would sooner 
have credited the many oaths which wouln, though fidsely, have c~lItraclicted her tes­
timony, than her "own single evidence: And, therefore, l think Mr Billinger's caution 
(as before) given' this maid, was grounded upon great reason, and what would have pro-

ed too true should it have beeu put to the trial. 
G. Hath this woman been sworn? . 
1: Y tS; and, as J have been told, deposed the same in substance before the lords. 
G . She here speaks of several that she long since informed of this matter; is there 

any that have or will depose the Dame? for otherwise I shall look upon it as a Dew 
contrived story maliciously to traduce the most unhappy crowned l!ead in Chrislen~ 
dom, (King James the Second J mean,) and therein to serve a preseHt interest. 

L. 1 should agree with you in the same opinion, if it were not nor could be hroved 
by those to whom she revl'aled it; but to satisfy you that it bo th can, and hat I been 
proved long since to be discovered by this D. S. , pray read what Mr R., his wife, and 
daughter, (before-mentioned In Smith's information) do declare, and are reatly to de­
pose. 

• 
"G Mr R., his wife, and daughter, do declare, and are ready to depost'. That about 

four years since Ihe aforesaid D. S. did declare, that she had heard a consull by papi.ts 
sev~ral days Defore the Earl of Essex's death, wherein jt was declared the earl's 
throat was t .. be cut. And the said Mr R. further saith, ThaI he did check the .aid 
D. S. for speak.ing of it, and would 1I0t hear her freely declare what she would have said 
in that matter, because It would have been of 'dangerous consequence to himself and 
family. should such her discourse be over-heard, as it easily might by any that might 
have listened at the window. And the said Mrs R. further saith, That the said D S. 
about four years binee di.l declare, that she could say much mora than she had to them.(,::1 
revealed, and that she did hope she should live to see that day wher'eiQ.. she might with 
safety &peak the truth in this matter:' 

.. 
L . Have either of those there been sworn before the lords? 
1'. Ye., Mr R and his daughter, and Ihey hav~ declared to me that they have de-

posed the lame in substance before the lorels. 
L. Bo.· long halh Mr ifraddon I,"own of Ihis evidence? 
T. No long .. than aboll" Feliruary la.l. 
G. How d<>th Ihal appear; . • 
1: By JOOst two infurmation& following; by the first of which you will perc~iveJ 

that what this D. S, .,new in this matter she was much afraid to re"'eal to everyone. 
L . She had great reMon so to be, tor had it been-long since knowll to somt that she 

'knew 10 much, in aU probability she would Dot now have been in the land of the liv· 
ing to have given thia iniqrrnation. 

1: The ;nlormation you may read. 

G. R. M. of London, gold.milh, depooelh, That some time ane, the death of the late 
Earl of Essex, oboerv;Dg D. S. to be very melancboly, and much concerned ""II trou· 
bled ;n mind, ·tlle Aid tt • . M. "ired the aaid D. S. to tell the reatOn of sucb h.r de· 
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jection; but tbe said D. S. at first w~, very unwil.'ing, s.ying,.lhe wu. afraid to re~e~l 
her mind to any. Whertupon the saId R. ~. adVised he~ to dlscov~r It to ao~e patti" 
eul.r friend whom she could safely confide In: Upon whIch the Said D. replled, That 
·.omtrllnat which Ike knew witk relaiwn 10 tAe tkalh 'If the /ale Earl 'If Eller wa, Ihe 
cause 'lflt" trouble, and it fDD, not .tife far her 10 re-oeal ii, (or word. to that effect;) 
w hereupon the sa id R. M. advil~ her not to reveal it' .to anyone, till. she might w.ith 
safety. The sa id R. lIf. farther &lltb, That about February last, the .. id R. M. findmg .t sate to ask, and DO daDger to the said D. S. to reveal what s.he knew with relation 
to the said earl's death, he then desired her to inform him what ahe koew with relation 
thereunto. Whereupon tbe said D. S. told bim .be hod h .... d a consult before my lord', 
cleath to out his throat, and that some great perSOD was named at that meeting as con ... 
corned iD coDtrivin~ the said earl'. deatn, (or word. to that effect;) upon which (hi. de­
ponent (without betng very inquisitive into particuiars,) spoke to one Mr T . to acquaint 
Me BraddoD, whom the said R. M. knew not, nor to hi!! knowledge ever saw; and 
'8Ometime aft.r the said Mr T. told the .aid R. lIf. that he hod spoken to the .aid Mr. 
Braddon about it, and tbat the said lIfr Braddon did de.ire him the Mid It. lIf. to brjng 
the said D. S. tq tbe Cross· Key. in Watling·street, where this deponent and the said 
D. S .. with one frlcnd of hers more, met tbe said Mr BraddoD and lIfr T., and then tbe 
-said D. S. gave the said Mr BraddoD a particular account of what she knew with rela­
tion to ti,e earl'. death. Aud this deponent dotb verily believe, that before that time 
the said D. S. never saw the &aid Mr Braddon or lIfr T . 

W. T. Oent. deposeth, That about January last, disco)lrsin~ with ODe R. M. concern· 
ing the death of the late Earl of Easex, the ... id R. M. told tI"s depoDent, that he knew 
one D. S. wbich could say what was materia\, with relation to the death of the late 
Earl of Esse,,; \Vbereupon this dep.nent declared that he would inform Mr BroddoD of 
the same, of which the said R. M. seemed very williug aDd d .. irou,. This deponent did 
so accordiDgly, but tl,e .~id!lfr Braddon .poke to this efftct, ~is. "That he did believe 
the papist. did ... deavour to put sham-evidence upon him, which they being able to 
<letect, would from thence argue against the truth of all that .hould be .aid. ADd, 
therefore, the .aid lIfr Braddon declared, tbat unle .. the .aid D. appeared to be of good 
reputation, and that .he hod some years ~nce disco.ered what sbe knew in tbi. caae to 
some friends, so that it did appear that it was not a new-contrived story, either to 
serve the pr.eseut ioteJe5t, or to baffle what else should be sworn, he would Dot believe 
whatsoever .be.-liould say, .. either would he have ber .worn whatsoever .he declared, 
unle .. it appeared as above, confirmed by tho.e to whom .be revealed it." T~is depo­
nent told th'-.aid !lfr Braddon that he knew not the said D. S., neitber.(to hi. remem­
brance) had ever seen her ; but if the &aid Mr Braddon .. ould appoint some time and 
place, he might discourse tbe .aid fl. S., and bear what .he could aay; which the .aid 
lIfr Braddon declared he would do if he knew wbere to speak with her; upon which 
this deponent went 10 the said R. lIf~ and de.ired. tbe "'i~Jl .. M. to bring the said D. 
S. to the Cro,,·Keys in Watling-.treet, .uch a day and'bO"r~for there tbe .aid Mr Brad. 
don and thi. deponent should then be. This depoael\t furtber 'deposeth, That the said 
R. M., D. S., and another, met this deponeDt and tbe aaid Mr Bl1Iddon lC9ordingly' 
aDd .this depoDent.&lith. 1 hat be tl~is deponent, the .. i~ R. M., tIDIIanother penon, we~ 
present when the said Mr Braddon d,ocouraed the &aid D. S., who tben gave the said 
lIir Ilraddon" particular account of two _tings of !'"Pills several day. before the 
Earl of Esaex·. death, wherein it wa. declared how tbe &rl of Euex'. throat w .. to be 
cut, and by whom ordered, and likewise of wbat p .. sed tlie .day the earl died, at the 
.. me house where they met before bi. death. Thi. deponeDt further depooeth, That 
tbe said Ms Braddon then .poke to the aaid D. S. 10 thlB effect, Tbat uole ... be could 
p<!d'lP" penon. of very good reputation, 10 whom .he had some yean before revealed 
II, b. would look upon it as a new-contrived .tory, eitber to lerve the illtcrelt of the 
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lI"'~emment, or invented to batlle.what els. should be sworn; for though it was of very 
daBgerou8 consequence to reveal It. yet he cou~d not beheve she had b~n so secret in 
it as not to reveal it to any; and thereupon this deponent heard the said D. S. declare 
she had reve,1ed it to several whicR she named, but she was by all cautioned to secre· 
cy as she valued her s.fety. The said D. S. did then further declare to the effect fol. 
lo';'ing ~jz. That f"r some time after my lord', death it did extremely trouble her, 
and s~ went ta a divine for his advice in the matter, for which she waa extremely con a 

cerned to think that the papists .hould lay the earl's death to his own cbarge, when 
.he had (as before) heard how they them.elves had resol.ed to cut hi. throat; but the 
said di.ine told. her, (as .he then said) she must be quiet and silent in the maUer, till 
Sych ti", .. sh()ultl. come wherein she might wilh safety reveal it. This deponent 18r­
ther deposeth, That he (to his best remembrance). never saw the said D. S. before this 
meeting. And thIS deponent doth verily heheve, that the SOld Mr Braddon never saw 
the said D. S., till (as before) at the Cross Keys in Watling-otreet. And this deponent 
farther believeth, that the &aid Mr Braddon never did hear of the said D. S. or R. M. 
befqr. this deponent had (as above deposed) given him infornlation of them. 

7'. I have often heard Mr Braddon declare, that he never heard ()f tbe said D. S. 
before Mr T. (as before) informed him of her, and this he would depose if thereto 
called. 

L. I think that matter is .s plainly proved as the thing i. capable of; for no man 
can owear positively (besides Mr Braddon) that Mr Braddon never heard 1>f, or saw the 
said D. but through the inforniation of ~lr T., but by all circumstances, as before de­
posed by M r M. and T. he never did. • 

G. Mr M . deposeth, That about February he did fnform Mr T., and Mr T. deposeth 
it was about January; here seems some variation. 

T. None, I think; for when a man is to be examined to a/act about six months af~ 
ler the fact done, tbe certain time whereof he dill not set down, he may be well un­
certain as to a week or much more. Now neither of these informants btling positive 
.. to the time, but Mr T. being more inclined fo believe it to be in January, and Mr 
M. t~inking it was the boginning of Februal}', each being to swear as himself believ· 
eth (as to the time) tbul came th~ seeming difference. Besides, when a man speaks 
of an action to be done about such a year, mODth, or week, certainly (in commd'n ac­
ceptation) about a year, includes ~itht"r the very year, or tbe year bclOtie or after; and 
abobt such a month, either tbe very month, or the month beto!"e or after, &c. 

G. I am ber~!n satisfied; uow this information of D. S. thus strengthened, WOIIIII 

alone convince me of the truth of my lord'. baing murdered, wc'" it not that I had 
heard some informatiOlts read in the court of K.ing's Bench l (upun a motion made for 
tbe bailing of Mr Holmet) which with me, and indeed with all men, must totally de­
stroy the credit of this p~~~ COOjoult. 

If I mistake not, tho.e·i liool proved this D. S., for suspicion of theft, to have 
been turned out of Mr rrolmes~ ",rvice in' April before my lord'o death; whereas she 
.~ henelf a servant with Hohnea at tbe time of my lord's death, which was July 
the 13th. '1 remembe .... ot the names of th.,.. deponents, but 1 am almost positive 
this w .. what wu .worn ; .and if I mistake not, t~ere wa. somewhat else depooed 
by a country 1""'_. which,in some other particulars contradicted D. S:. information. 

T. I will h-m arm you ~ ",yself, and produce you copies of tbese 'informa-
tions you speak of. . _. 

Tbe fitst.i. of 0" ~y Hewit, tiller-in-law to Mr Holmes, a very violent papist, 
and'otberlOl ... e not of ahtJ"tt reputatiOll. The second i. of one Elizabeth Christopher, 
once reputed of a very loaoio .racler. And the third, of Nathaniel Swan, cleoli, to 
"bose character 1 .ball opeiik ia A 11lOI'II proper time IUld place. 
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Theec are the nam .. of the informants, and here are the information., 
may read, if you pie .... 

which y'ol1 
• 

G. Dorothy Howit, of lIatton.GaFden, in the coanty of Middleeex, widow, maketh 
oath, That one Dorothy (now called by the name of Dorothy Smith,) w .... rvant to 
William Holmes of Baldwin's GArdens, in the ('ounty ot Middlesex', varni,her, and bro­
ther in. Jaw to this deponent, and Jiyed with the .aid William H()lmefl~ as his Nlaid .. ser· 

evant, about the space of a month, and went .way fTom the s"id service in the month 
of April, in the year of our Lord 1683, a~d wu turn~ aw~y uPon III.pieion of oteal· 
ing a sliver 'poon, for ",blch the saId WIlham Holm ... wif. rcf....,d to pay her any 
wage., ond, arter a long di'p"te. the laid Mr Holme. did detain 4a~ 6d. or 5 •. , for 
sa("faetion ofthe laid .pooo; upon whicb the laid D .• in tbe preoence and heariag of 
this dep""ent, did give the said )4 .. Holm .. very oppronrious language. ami decla",d 
that .he wOllld be revenged of her, or word. to that elfect. And ahout tlVO or th~ 
days after the said Dorothy ",as turned away AI aforesaid, one Elizabeth Cadman call1e. 
into her place, aod lived with the .aid William Holmes for the space of nine mont,ba, 
and upwards. ~nd this deponent further maketh oath. That the 6th day of July, ilt 

C the .. id year of our Lord 1683, tlli. deponent went with the .. id William Holme., 
from the aaid William Holmes's bOUie, into the couutry, and went that day to Wick .. 
ham, in the county of Bucks, and the next day went to the city of Oxford, where this 
deponent and the said William Holmes continued till the 9th day of the said July; 
and the .. id 9th day this deponent and the said WiIliaOj Holmes went from thence to 
Aldermm.ter, in the oounty of Worcelter, tp the house of one Mr Nathaniel Sw.n, 
mini.ter of the said town, and coptinued thGre till the "3d day of the said month of 
July, and then returned towards London, and came to London the six or seven~aud­
twentieth of the said month of July, 1683. 

, 
Eliza""th Chri.t0l'her, late Elizalleth Cadman, now wife of John Christopher of 

Winford Street, near Whitechapel, cloth. worker, maketh oath, That .he, this deponent, 
was servant to. and Jived with William Holmes, varni,her, trom the montb of April, in 

C year of our Lord 168S, which laid Mr H~lm .. lhen lived in Baldwin'a..Gardeno, in the 
COlloty ot' Middlesex, and is DOW a prisoner in the gaol of Newgate; and that this de::­
flC?'nent continued his.avant as aforeaaid, and lived in his bOUle from the said month 
of April, for th .... p.ce of nille montha and IIpward .. then next followinl'(; and that 
there was not, in that time. any other female .. "ant living with the said Mr ,Holnies. 
And this deponent tarther maketh oath, Thai the ""tel Mr Holm .. , in or ahout. the 
beginning of the month of July then next following, dtd go into the country with 
Mra Dorothy Hewit, widow, hi. wite', sitter, and continued a~IeDt for about three 
week.; and lhe, this deponent, hath heard the aaid Mr Holmes, biB wife. and .ister, 
declare that they went iulo Worce.tershire, and .in t"~ii.Jlb.cmce this deponent did 
hear of tbe death of the late Earl of &aex i~ the T0"'t' Of .L?ndon . 

. 
Nathaniel SWIll. of Alderminater, in the collnty of Worcester, clerk, maketh oath, 

c That abollt the 9th da)' of Joly., in the y ..... of onr Lord 161%'. William Holmeo, or 
Baldwin'a-Gardens, in the county of Middltaes, varni.her, now a prisoner in Newsate,. 
London, with and in the company of Dorothy Hewit of Hatlon·Garden, in the .. id 
county of Middleoex, widow, lister·in-la ... 10 the ...... w:illiam Holm .... and grand. 
daughter to this deponent, came to thi. deponent'. houee, ;... the .aid to",,, of Aide ... 
minster, and contlDued there with this depcmeDt tUlabout Ibe th,ee.and-t"enUethcJay 
of the .. id month of July, 1683, aDd th"" departed thence toward. LoDdon. -

",-

Q~hat can you say ill contnldidion to t~ depoaitiGoao, ei&IIer of which beiJIg 
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true, your preteDded ooi>tult faU. down to the ground. and your lirst evidence proved 
fa',e? Of the same nature are (1 believe) all the rest, though they may not be 50 hap­
pily detected .. tbis Smith'l evidence is by tbese,depOlitiOllI. 

L. I believ. theat depositions will be of but little service tb you, becau ... your ad­
ve .... ry did 10 readily furnisb :Jou with them; 1 am therero:.dit to think he may be 
able to destroy the'credit oftheae. as these seem to do the it cd Smith's. Andif 
it sball C»pear U1at these informationl are false, such a detection .... i11 ""d great force to 
the credibility of Dorothy Smitb', de~osition; for wboaoever fli .. to lie. lOr a defence 
bath nothiDg of trutb and inDOCO!IIce for protection. 

G. I must CC\Df ... there cannot be a greater argument of guilt th.u a fal .. defence, 
seeing every mall in his defence dotb virtually conclude, .. If my defence be false, my 
charge is true." • 

L. The law conclude. the same in all civil actioRB; for instance, he that is lued 
upon • bond, aDd pl."". " ... tl/ factum, or tol'lJit ad iJjmr, or • rei .... , or a fonner re­
'covery, &c. Whatsoever IUch general iuubl. jIlea il pleaded, and the plaintiff deni .. 
thio plea \0 be true, .Dd thereupon the truth hereof being tried, if what js pleacled ap­
pea .. fal ... , the law immediately givel judgmtnt again.t tbe def ... dut; for it', to be 
.upposed that every maD wililirst plead the beat (and conaequently the truest) plea he 
can in bar of the action; .nd if hia firat plea pJ'Oftl falae, it'. presumed he can give DO 
true and just C&IdC to exclude tbe plaintiff bi. action, for if he could, he would lirat 
blve pleaded iL 

T. The 88me holds good upon criminal prooecntionl; for if a man Ihall be accnoed 
(though but upon au.pic:ion) of baving oommitted a robbery within two mil .. of Sa­
li.bury, .uch a day, upon ouch a coloured gelding, .and to avoid this charge, the pri­
aooer pretend. he .. as never within thirty mile. of Sali.buJy in hi. life, and he likewise 
produces some (not of the best repDta&ion) wbo declo,.." tb" for ten dayl before that 
robbery, and aa long after, tbe p~ilOner being velY lick, ktpt hi. chamber, aDd .tirred 
not out of it; if, in contradictioD to thi., it be positively Iworn by persons of UDdoubt­
ed credit, who. well kDew tbe prisoner, that t~. very day of the robbery committed, 
within a Vtry .hort time before the robbery a~pears to have been committed, they met 
the prisoner nigh the place where, &0., tbe ""IODtr'S gelding, and all other circumstan_ 
ces, in his clotheS; ,&c., agreeing with the description tbe prosecutor gave, I say, if this 
be credibly. proved In cout!"dictioD to tbe p~,oDer'a.defe~ce, it 1:anp~ but .. tisfy any 
ju~ge and JUry that tbe pnsoner II reaUy guIlty; neltber are they to lIb.wer at tbe Jaot 
day for hi. blood, .hould he prove innocent, but Lis bl""" .haH be ~uired at hi. own 
hand., seting, -IIy his faloe defence, he became a ,elf-destroyer, according to the com· 
mon judgment of aU maDkiDd. The like Olay be said in a thousand other ca .... 

L . Innocence il lIy ,,"pected as guilt, when Ibe falsity of ita defence i. de-
tected; for if a penon a~ery ill reputation cbarged a man with a crime, if I knew 
tbe di,reputatiou oCthe rl t11- bare deuial of the accnsed migbt more influ.nce 
my belief than the o&t~·. til prooecut"l'; but if ooce I found thefrisoner tal ... in 
bis defence, tbat charge whic -before I di,believed u fal .. , 1 ohoul then imlDedi­
atelJ;e: finDly credit for the trulb; but 1 deain: 10 know what can be .aid in answer 
to QOIID~r evid.ac... • ' 

T. D01IOIby He.vit', depooition declares, That D. S. waa tarned away in April before 
my lord', deeth, upoa .... plCiOll or .tealiog a oilver lpoon, and upon her being 80 turned 
away, ,be thrtat .. ed Mr HoiMt. with re.enge. This deponent furlber deposeth, That 
ahe went .. ith Mr Hohllh into Ibe country the 6tb of July, and tarried with him till 
.ab!>ut tbe nth, _ ."" Wr Holme. _lIOt at borne the 13th of July. aa Smith depo-
.elh. . . ' 

BliaaIleth Cilri ...... ·~li>!:'lUt. 1"hu .he CIItIle 100 Mr Ho!meI', Bdl'Vic:e ill"l\pril, 



8 Tract, during the ftftJ,. fI Will;',. III. 

there Ii nine IDODt DO other maid- r 
time. 

r n seth, That Mr &1 from abeNt the- 9th of July, 
168 till about the 13d or 14th tbe e month. 

Hewit and Cbristopb~r have I om further back from my lord's death tlaaD the 
cue required; for jf they had ~ , D. S. WeDt away the fint or aecond of July, 
] 683 it had been more difficult haft: prcwed them; but bavillg alloW'ed almost 
three'months to pro e them fot worn, it hath ~D done ith the ter NSe, where-
81 these two swear that D. S. ent way in April my10nr ; by theae two 
depositio foU . g it ppeara that be came not to r ,Holmet tin after 
May. 1685-

these de . tiOIlS. • 

Little ritain, Loudon, widow, depoaetli, That in June and July, 1683, 
ext door tb r Hoi in Leopa " Alley, in Baldwin's .. Garilen , aDb 

in J 11" t6 • De Do • to be thm to he said Mr Holmea, '9nd 
x .... whilst the .id D. u there a aervant, he did several timet borrow a Bible of t is de-

ponent, and eat green pease with tbi. deponent, pease being tben three-peace or a 
groat a~. T~i. depone~t fur er TIJa.t the sai~ D. S. whilst she was .a 
le"ut as aforesaid to the said Mr Holmes. came cryIng to tbts deponent, and told this 

_n ... · at. 0 of r IlUllter' here a a ilver spoon oat, 
___ • Id ,for i . D. S., aying; did much 

1»IIIQ.PIUUll • the • D. .1 times fter 
• .~ • 0 be los~ nd wbiltt · said D. to the id Mr 

Holmes: but bow Jong the laid D. S. tarried lel'VaDt wi i Mr Holmes after 
the spoon wa 10It, or when abe Id't the aid r Holme t. ,. deponmt know-
eth Dot. . But this depooeat Aitb, ~t tbe aid D. S. n the service of the 
said Mr Holma till lOme time afttr tbe 17th of May' e year aforesaid. 

The I,gfll1lltltion '!I R. B. 

I 
I 



• 



Tr6cf. during tltt #fnp tf C1ilt William Ill. 
. , 

that Mr Holm .. did not go into the· """.tiI'y oriIh' Mrs He ... t till D.5. teA: Holmet' • 
• trvice · and it i •• worn by E. M, that D. S. did not Iea"e Mr Holm .. •• oemce tffi afIcr 
my lord·. d .. t~; therefore. according' to the .. , 1140"""ti., .... Holmeo .d~ not &'O:iuto 
tb. country , t ill after the death of the lat. Earl of Eosex. Pray read tbts·\ltformltlOD. 

G. W. A. declareth, and i. ready to depose, That wbilst D. S: wa~ servant to Mr 
Holme. in the year of our Lot<! 168'. thi. informant being then apprentice tb the .aid 
Mr Hol;"e •• rememhers that Mrs Holme. pretended .he loot a .• ilver spoon '; but this 
informant saith. That the •• id D. S. was not immediMtell hereapoo tumtd .... y. for 
she tarried sometime after, to ·tb. be.t of tbi. ibfbrmantl remembrance about a fort­
night. This informant further' •• itb. Th.t Mr Holme. did 110« go hlijoumey into the 
country with Mrs Dorothy Hewit until after the said D. S. left hie "rvice. But this 
informant at present can't be po.itive what month \be .. id D. S. went from Mr 
Holmes's service . 

.... A. I ..... , T. Thi. information dotb furtber pro .. e, Thanhe .aid D. did remain a aervant witH 
to ~~8°Wbe~laat Holmes some time after this spoon was lost, and was not immediately turned away? as 
D. s. reft.'l~~ was pretended b, Hewit. Bu. a stronger evidence to prove Hewit in town, whilst ahe 
=!:7~:~ swears she was wjth Mr H olmes in the country, than any you yet heard, is a taylor's 
lI h b.llll, a lld hl book, ready to be produced, by which it appean that Mrs Hewit had a dust.gown (a 
::; ~':t~~4~e peculiar riding upper garment) made for ber the week next after she swore she went 
l~'::::" '" I I out of town ; (this gown was made the week my lood died;) the gown "ppc .... t<> be 
' M ";$:::' ~ made about the Wedneaday, which ",as the 11th of llorly, tbe .. eODd day oelOt· ·before 
:\:r',1.r.;:-.. mylord's death ; but ti.'. taylor can't !'t.l'0iiti"" . • ~ day of this .... k be did deli"'" 
li lllH O,.U ~- thts gown to Mrs Hewlt. The taylors InformatlOD J. u followeth: . 
pl'al ;II«It. D. 8. 
anlt h, thAt the 
friKht . he "a. " J . 'V. of St Dun&tan's, dec1areth and i.e ready to depose, That in July. 16S!, he Jr.-ed 
~~.;:::r;~~ in Poppin's.Alley, nigh F'teet-Street,r\"ery near Mrs Dorothy Hewit, and often wrougnt 
m.,I"h' -,d, ••• for the aaid M" Hewi!, and between Monda .. ttlt gdlof July, 1688, and Monday Ihe 

r UUII; t UpOII d h" ' 
her lhOie ti'-o 16th of the aame ~onth an year, t II.mfon:a,ut'made, or caueed to be made, a dftt· 

gown for tbe said Mrs Hew!t, as appears by this inCo.-nt', bqok. ready to be produced; 
and the very .ame week, VIZ. between Monday the 9th July, 1683, and Monday the 
16th of the .ame month and year, (but in the very day th;' 'jnfo""oot i. not certain,) 
this informant ~,ptjecl the said dlUt-gown to the .aid Mil He4rit, who did theR pretend 
.he was about gOlDg .nto tbe country ; but how 10011 after ... dust-«<>wn ~ delivered 
the said Mrs Hewit did go lnto ti,e country, thi, iDbrm l!r %eowetil tIOt." c ' 

T. Th;' entry, before my lord', deltb, il 10 ..... orgumeJrt df die falaity of 
Iloimes', defence . -

L . And consequently of the truth of bi. charge. 
T. That tber. can't I>< a more oatiafactory eviden~. In t;;'; pHI pooduee<l-. 
G. How came tbis entry to be found out ? \ .~ ! 
T. When Mr Il<.ddon found that Holm ... ndea"~d~p..,..e (ubefore .... orn by 

Hewit) himself out of town from tbe litb of J uly, I~, to the '!l6tiI or !l7tb of the .. me 
montb, Mr B. did endeavour to enquire out aU.uch ... eithtt Jo(r Holmes orMHflewit 
were well known to or traded with; lind therefore be mad. e"'Jlliry .lttr all tb<Joe.,1h 
whom <in tbat mQllth and year) they bought of; or aoW to. all 'hopkeepell, 1.&ylo,", 
butchers, filbmongere, ohoemake .... hattera, &e. ; 'and "",h·'o. upon enqai..,. he ....,.;y.4 
.uch character. of a. h. migbt expect fair o&titflKltiao"f'rom;"he 'did <lesire .... _·.,eIf 
book. In that month of July; >to _ whetller 1IlJy" II\)OCIo were b0ll31ot io _Ii by the 
uid Mr Holm .. or Mrs H .... it; (for l'roring' He .. it in town, JIf'OV"!I Hol_ likcon..',­
t_~uae it', sworn, .1Id <:an be pr09ed, ·they both we.t OU~of~ ~) de 
..,,. ",Olley ~id betw~en tbe-6th and.th of july by..,;.ber of: iheoef- Aft.r ,;~ 
1 ... & Mid tediou. CDqUII'f, -(all thOK tJ'a4el1lleo I><io.g al~ ftraDBen 10 ¥r Bm9-



~) be p~vid.UoIly met with \Iti~ Mr W tftto very ~i1r .be~ed hi, book, wh.r.­
ia'i~ ... ~'" bet"re declared. tillS b~k 'lot bOen of any use to Mr W. for aI­
m.oat liv • . y ........ alld ,it war.. very ... ~t proyiden~ ~I>ia /)ad not b~en torn out, seeing 
~be book il>r lOIIIe yea .. bad been uaed as w .. t~ paper, and tbe very n~xt leaf to this 
tom out and lOlL. . 
. L. Up""~, ._Dest ",on"'!! tbings of the greateat moment m"llY times do depend; 

wbo.QOliId hue ~ght thIS entry, so preserved, would have been serviceable in so 
weighty aodjut & CII_ ? . 

T. No on" I1rovilieu,oe i. ind~nde,\t, but the mOlt considerable occurrence. are 
often brought ~~ ~y thing. 01 the least consideration. Joseph', dream preserved 
hi. aged father and a\lllis breth .. !!, aad in them an tbat sprang from them. from that 
pale famine tbat otliar"i .. might ha," devoured pot these only. but Egypt itself. And 
Abasucrus not b.."g able, either to dream or sleep, nQt OIIly saves the Jew, from ·their 
~oe",ie .. but lkstroya their very enemi .. themselves. _ 
• L. Wbat can. H ... aM He~it say in vindication of this notorious ral,e defence 1 

'J'. As soon as Mrs Hrwit understood such a taylor's entry was against her oath, she. 
.. Jib Holm .. •• wite. went to this taylor, and desired to .ee hi' bopk, which being 
.bewed, Hewit fint pre&eoded that tm. eBlry was forged and new; but when :l-fr W. 
declared he eould &ately. and would depose tbat the .~try W88 real. it was then pre­
tended that the gown was .ent into the country after Mrs Hewit; but when, in answer 
to tiIat, Mr W. dod.red he could depose tbJt Mrs Hewit wa, in town when that dust. 
80wn was Dlade and delivered. and that she then pretended she wa, about going into 
the country. (but bow many days after sbe did go he could not tell,) Mrs Hewit told 
him. if be dId swear that, he would take off ber brotqer'slife. and Holme., blood 1V0uld 
be upon his head. 

L. Thi, is a vilklinolll and falM Juggettion, to prevent the detection of 1iIItod, and 
evade tbe puni.bment for the vilest m.rder. I am ,ure of thi,t, if Mr W .• bowd, upon 
oatb. deny wloa! h. can with safety ... ert, be wo~ld draw the guilt of perjury on hi. 
bead. And nol OIIly so, but this perjur, being in protection of a murder. to tbat per­
jury he would add the guilt of my lord s blood; seeing by that perjury he doth endea­
vour to stifle the di.coverY, aad prevent \he pfOlecution of ,the most treacherous, bar­
baroullt and cruel riwrderJ (in all circurnst~ce5 considered) our nation ever knew. If 
he u.st protecta a murderer, (bei! well assured that he i •• uch)oin his hou.e. to avoid 
the.common mtlhoda of justice, serves ill our law to answer thi....evasion, (which 
makes him acceSlary after the fa t) with nothing l .. s than hi' life. how much more 
crimInal (betore God) by pt'rjury endeavours 10 fru,trale the exc>cution of 
justice upon the like . The first doth an action in itsdf abotracted from the 
end boopitable, charitable, and hie intentions (which argues hi, after 
aueDt to the him a crimina); but the second commits one of the 
greatest transgreuioo., deserves almost death) with the 'ame ill design 
aa the firat; wlierefo", be ;, ,lie greatelt criminal of the two. by that 
addilioa of perjury to AIKI tbough our law iD this case puni'h not 
the ~oftender ",i\!, d~atb, I.,m lure ("",.I I 'bin!t aU men will own) th.t lhe 
-.d _t .rvea i\ • • 
_ "That D, S _ a ..... "t at Holm .. •• the day of my Lord Russel', trial, and my 
Lord of EIoea·.<ltUl>, &lid "'pt Mr Holmeo and Mrs Doro!p)' Hewit were then in town. .' 
far1Lter .".,. ~ ~ weidf'of ,a d)iog mao, who, u'pon hi. deatll,.bed. did several ~!~r~::; '~~I" 
iimea declare he ,''''w. ~. S. then. tilere a ,ervan! .. ,,",,II Holm.,. an<l Hewit then in " ...... 
t_ I aad botJo. .~ ItII!I H41wit tbat m ...... ing pretended they WGUld go to my 
Lotd R_l'o 'r~.,,~ ........ a~o~. for sexeral d.,Y. before hi. death, declare Ihi, • 
.. ,wllllll.lle cQllld ........ -.. "pllt-.. ,.t1> before tbat God before whom he wa •• rtly 
t.~; au,aU IbiJ beG\O;~ wi.\bJlQlOlt bil very lao, breatk. Thi&.p£r,wn 



.9i 
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.dill ~e~.~l'We 1'Iy,t .wb~",.;o, S . . 'i\'" ... mnt 10,. sai<i lob HoIonIll;.mIt·aiiq!e 
,h¢o~' sl1e llfi ,ffol,j,e,\ ;'~rvice,. ol1o,.t<# Ihi~ infprman.t ahe w .. ",ueh tcJ>uble.t with 
,~jp~)vb.t ~Qi~~)%,.,~~, I!;~ J1)41d. upon w.\lic~ dlia ~rmant ... as dfiirou,·to lt~ 
.w~~l :i.I w .... b~.1 'pe SlIid D. wo~14 llRI tIUl~ . wUllg ~nwiJJiu~ ~nd afraId, upon wblcb 
this Informant advlstd her to go to .ItOm~.dlvlue 'aod ·dlscloae It.. I ',. ' , 

t. If t~e P9.sitive (Iepo.i,ion. pf tile !iving. &II~ thol .. t bre.th <if _<lying ~an . thon 
dropping IOto eWnlty. where thIs relatIOn, {bad It been fal",) .would·<tte!naUy tOl'lllent 
bim, may be credil~. J-!ewlt and. Cbfl~tppher.are ,mOlt "",~o"ou.ly pt'IJurerl: (and the 
p.rSOll hiJ1) .. lf Qho!Jf .q.,~~ forswprn, for Utiut "'~h lOVed h'J1) .fl'OlD a fllt perjury,) and 
consequently Mr Holmes. defence thus .worn to I. fal~,~""ushol>t.· " 

T. Who then can otber~'iae'c;pndude bllt tbat thi. charge,;' true r 
.L. It'.' very .probable. thaI. 80me pr otber tho.t knew Mr Holm .. or Mrs Howie 

miglrt see one or both of them at my Lord Russel s trial, (If they were there.) or mIght 
that night hear them confess their having been there; for this was a very notOrious 
thing. and ~ sight which people of their religion and eharaclAlr. would rejoice to •• e and 
delight much in the repetition of. ' . 

q. It's not u"lIkely but that others may remember tbey lOW them that day. and 
heard th('m give aD account of both my Lord R-ussel'a trial and the carl's death; fi:tr 
both these things are so remarkable as may fix the remembrance of Holmes's and 
Hewit's being in town in SOlne of their acquaintance. . 
. 1: I think the taylor'. book before observed, and the word. of a dying man, will be 
sutndf'nt. to convince aU mankind. Nevertheleu I can't but say this, that ,it' ••• 
duty of'ei·tIY person that can be positive in .Hewit's or Holmee's being in towa that 
;jay the Earl of E"ex W&s murd~red. whiclro was the •• me day my Lord Russel ''''''' 

:tf!ed, or ~~eir bting in town the day just btfore or next after. (for that week proves 
n~wit JlIIII'Jurcd, who swears she aoo Holmes wen\. out of toWQ the week next befote, 
and rt't\lrned nol till the iOth of the )amr month;) I say whosoever can he pD!itive in" 
thi., and.rev .. l. it bot, consents Lo the death of my 1000d ; tmI t"""go human law reach 
him n9t. the divine Law-giver will on~ day lay it to his charge, .. "oaoentin!!, to · thi. 
blood. . . 

G. Thi. doctrine I do not well underrtand. 
L. Tht .Ioctrine (I think) is both true aDd plain, and I will gige you an lnstlmee' 

somewhul like thi,. fA gerlltman such a day, very early in the morning. was fo1Uid 
murdered bet well. London and IIighgate. with one )llove lyiDg by the body. and'lIot 
any person at th~ first, by his relations, particularJy .us~ted , for the lIlurderer; rat 
length. upon diligent enquiry. it was fDund out (about oIiWP month. lIfter 'lhe death) 
that a certain gentleman had .worn he would murder """decea if he co!lld 'ev\:r 
meet with an opportunity. Upon \bis suspicion he was take. up 1 the pritonerdenies" 
the fact. and in particular .ai~h. that ~ could make it a, r by two (t~D ",,".em) 
how that two days before this murder he weDt to'~al~ '. d tarried th ... till \en 
day. after. and .uch a day he with hi. twq friends r urn ;o.l4>ndlNl. (which tWo 
friends being then there, declared Ihey were ready to:deposotbe ... me.) ~ genll_ 
just then coming in, who knew and was very well ~oqu&inte4 with tho pt.iaoner,' ha .. 
vil1g been informed of hi. oefeneCl, immediately reflected upoD Ihi, defea""" 'Ond hew 
it to be false. for this gentleman with tbree other., (aU knowing the prilOl1.r) ·very be.. 
times the "ery morniDg the murder wa, committed, (which w .. of" r""""kable,II.,) 
were walking out in Lambs.Conduit field., tbere .... ,(':tberi met the prilOllllt, (with 
another person •• straDger to tbem) to whom they spoke. anUb. tQ .bea·; •. MId & little 
afl~r the p!i.oner was hi, 'palliel, rUDDmg wHh • fringe glove in bis ~; chi. /Ift­
tlem~n belDg well known to. the flog. cal~ the dog and take. fl'Olll ' ·biai,ah.· glo-re. 
puts ;';-;n h .. pocket and ca"''' It home. rh •• gentleman therelUre kn.",ito« ,hi. de­
fen~ be false, conuded (as be. patutaUy might) that the cbarge wa'lIl1~ ud,.bcte-

.i 



,tqIo>n (though 1ffiII Mt'n~""_ijey, becll\He tbe prl80fler w .. IIi, · i{c~inl.nee, but 
'11&1 dear .. to him tbtnl'"'' ,""'. to"jllotitle" cll!elai'ea ... bat you h."," betor. hea~d, anll 
ftlcilel'l.be pwe .. nd 'lIiHInI fried.!'.; ~i1d' .al 'de~ <In eontrari.ctlon to th, pro,oner's 
delencet "b;it ' YOII bave before 'hea'tti'J'elated; and Ihe gto'!'" appe;tred to he the glove of 
the person murderep, andfelleov 'l~ ·thAt (aollid by th~ body, And ' no~ I d~5i~e to 
know of. you -+lMr1'OIl·tbibk bf tlilS! gentlemim .... ho ti)u, falSlfied 'the detente; dId he 
,do 't!teod'aty of.., """est man? "" , ,. ' 

, G, Ttuly I beli."" bc'did, a'nd was to be commended fat so doing, though the pri­
aDner was his acquaintance; fat justice obliged him to it, and I~tltt tu~ neitfJilu, 
llualntanu, trfatfulI, ot: fmItD. . . 

T. But do you not think that this gentleman (in for" """,c/entilZ) had been consent­
ing to this murder, had he suffered the prisoner:by such a forged defence (which he 
knew well to be false) to balilt the pros.clltion? .' 

G. By his .ileuce he would h.~ consented to the murder, ~nd (negatively at feast) 
"protected the pri$Ouor fl'<>nl that just puni.hm'etlt wl\ich both the law of God and man 
J.,rtly inflicts for .uch an offence. 

T. Upon the whole matter, I think yon have rather lost than go't any ground by 
those depositions upon which you so much 'relied to falsify D. S.'s teotimony; and 
tbat which you h.~e brought to destroy hath strengthened her evidellce, and con ... 
quently gives credit to the truth of th.t most barbarous murder. . 
, E: For my own part I am very well satisfied, that D. S. hath deposed the truth; 
for how '.aa it be thought that ,he shoold declare so long .ince that .he knew of this 
C01UUtt, if she had not indt:ed heard it; ht"l" very saying it would have gone nigh (as 
it w<>old tb.n have been managorl) per fa- arlt neft1$, to have cost her life: and to be­
lieve that .he would bazard her life to a lie' cannot enter into my thoughts. And 
therefore I am verily persuaded that nothing but the power of truth made he'r speak in 
this matter. • ., 
, G. ,It appears .wom by Hewit, tbat D. S. threatened Mrs Holmes with revenge 
",ben .he .. a. \umed away. • 

L. For this you have.tbe oath of one who is sufficiently detected of a falsity in two 
other particuJars"and therefore not in this or any thing else to be credit~d. 

T. Had stfe designed any re\'en~, she ~oultl have sworn more borne upon ¥r Holmes; 
for when ahe was asked whether she dId remember that Mr Holm~ was In the room 
eiWier of the two meetings befoJe my lord's death, she declared she would not swear 
it, bectAl .. she remembered not thaI .he had heard him there; but all that she could 

( po.itively swttar against him was what passed after my IOtd's death, viz. /Yhen Mr 
'Holmes come into t oom ahout three of the clock that {/aym!} lord dIed, (we strikes him 
"P07t. the bd, IJnM crils, e nfl'rJe dune thefeat j upon wIlle" fl-Ir Holmes sald, What, is 

. Me eMit, tJn:oat cut~. t .. hick.llle other replied, Yes, andjilrther said, .lte could not but 
IlZugh '" th,"k hoft! like"' . 6.·t:~. jar/ /odked when they cam. to cui /IIS Ih"o14l; upon 
Holmes', question, it ...at"'pJain he well uhderstood the meaning of that expreSSIon, tile 
j/JItt'WIJI done, or otherwi .. be c;uld not 56 readily have hit the thing. 
, . G,.<lah' ,it be •• ppeted that 'Mr Holmes would, at three of the clock that day my 
hlrd died, uk' whether. trry lord's throat .. as ~ul, ""'en it had hetn, from eleven of the 
clock that day. in every 1!'aD'. mouth i. and' consequently Holmes could not but be­

( lltYe. ... thuat: ."1 futth'l" en""ir)" at that time Of the day? 
! '!-. Whllt'tloh1le. 'M,!:r'llPbke by Wax of'iljieotogation, migbt he intended as a ,trong 

·,riirmatlon of-"".ttoeollWJ\l to be asl{e3, 'aM Ihi. you cannot wonder at; have YOll for­
get tbat COMmon~. 'Qlltnit er~$' &c.' [. wt tlris Ihe c~rpenler's <on? Is 1101 
thil ~t-(,peaking"'·St PauI} ,lhatilta . id'them''IJ)hich called on his nallie at J~lem? 
.,. 'lb both these tile' t!!IlIg is , tn:1j - I-Ong,13 affirrioed. A thousand such in"""ces 
lII;gbU,. gi",n. Ot it'. peta\b1c ltlM~'1>]$;m\gl\i mistake; for whereas she-Iaith, 

" 
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what Holm .. said. What. i. the earl', throat' \lUt? wbich makn it .. interrogation. 
the "'pl'CI5ion might be, What, the .arr. thlO.t ia c111. anil this makea it 8 poeitive af' 
ftrmatioR. He", the words are the very ........ qu'ly ill the firlt the copula i. placed 
before tbe .ubject, and in the la,t jllOt before the preGicate, ' 

G. I must confes., if either of theae have B1I'of\llrue,.or the dying man spoke truth, 
this truth is a very strong confirmation of 'ber teatimony, and 1 cannotlwell di.believe 
these five, seeing they all so well agree in their evidence; for five 8wear SlhiJw'was 
tJoere about pease time. which mu.t he after April. I shall delalD you no longer upon 
this }Iarticul •• : bIIt deoin: you to proceed. 

T, Secondly", the many reports in ~everal part. of England, (her"", \be earl's death) 
that tbe Earl of Essex had cut 'his throat in the Tower. Tbi, is proved by eight wit, 
ne8llea. . 

L Enough, sure, to one point. · , 
G~ If their credit be good. nOlle ougbllo doubt wbat is attested by so many, 
L. Tbe scripture saith, that in the mottth of two witJ)ea8es a thing shall be confirJtt.o\ 

ed; he that will doubt tbe truth of a fact attested by eigllt credil>1e persons i. no~o 
be argued with, -

T. Pray read these eight informatio .... 

G, .. W, T, dedareth, ami is ready to depose. That Wednesday. beiag the 11th of 
Jl1ly, 1683, the second day before the death of the late Earl of Essex. ooe M, H, of 
Froom in Someroetahire, told this informant. tIlat the Earl of Esse" had cut his throat 
in tbe Tower. This informant farther .aitb. 1-bat about the 18th of the "IDe month'of 
July, in the year aforesaid. mpeting80me clothiers then newly come from London, the 
clothiers declared to this informant, tbat tbe Earl of Es .. " had _ his tbroat ia tbe 
Tower, Friday before, about nine of the clock in the morning; upon which thi~ in­
formant declared, he had heard it from Mr H. the Wednesday before my lord'. death. 
Thi. informant farther aaith, That meeting the said Mr II. soon after. this informant 
asked the said Mr H. how he could inform this informant tile Wednesday hefo,e my 
lord of Es .. ,,', death, that my lord had cut his throat in the :rower. when it appeared 
that my lord of Essex did not die till Fri<l.y morning after. about nine of the clock~ 
Upon which the said H. answered, That all concluded my lord of bsex would either 
cut his throat, or "be fI an evidence against his friend my Lord Russel, and moat be­
lieved my lord wOUld rather cut his throat than turn ~vidence agamet his trieu." • 

.. J. B. of M .. lOOrou/lh in the county of Wilt .. pin-maker, declueth, and is ready 
to depose, That he, thi. mformant. was at Froom about eight in the morning, about '100 
mileo fronl London, Friday the lSth of July, in the year of our d 1683, and this in, 
formant then heard at tbe Dolphin aforesai4. that the Earl ~, ex had cut IK. throat 
in the Tower; and the person that informed this intonnant-tjJ farther decla,ed, That 
he much feared it might go the worse with my Lol(! ~ ich that day was to he 
tried," I : ......... 

" Mrs M. declalO!.h. and is ready to depoae, That 1fburtda;y tile J~tb of July, 16"'. 
going with her daughter int<> ~erk.hire, her daughte' infOrmed tJij. inf",maDt, that Ihe 
night before, being W ednead.,. nigi~, a gentleman declared it will reported one of tbe 
lords in the Tower had cut his throat. II 

.. Mr P. H. merchant. and his wife, both dec .... e. aIld ,are ready to depo.., That 
these informants we re at Tunbri~e Wells. abou' thirty.fi~ mdeo {to'" L<mdon, tbe 

>I , ,,,, ... day of the deBth of tbe lale Ea.1 at Essex, and .bOllt ten of the' cloek that ve"! 81_ 
~~Id~::~wt:r.!:g i~t was whhispere<J nigh the Wells, ~hat the Earl of E5SeX had cut htt·tbreat ill t8c 
fer nlue. "ower pt t e same \fa'i lOOn contradicted ad bu!ilhed up till chaps " .. ~, wbieb 

W8& at, or a httle before, twelve of tbe clock. and then tbe ame report·.." .... vived, 
and lG"eomtinued without any contradiction," 



(. T. F. of Aod .... er. about Ilxly miles trom London. declaretb. and is ready to de­
peoe That tbe lOth day of Ioly. 1685. being the Wedneoday next before the death of 
the i.e Eart of E ...... tlais informant beard it -reported at Andover aforesaid. that the 
Earl of Ease" had out hit tbroat in tbe Tower. and it .. as that .. me Wednesday like. 
wise declared. that the earl cut his throa't for this reason .. yiz. The king and duke co· .u 
ming into the rower ",here tbe Earl of Ease" was • prisoner for higb treaoon. the earl 
.... 'fiJid the lting .......td have come up into his chamber and have seen him; but hi. 
guilt and shame wu such, that he could not bear the thought. of it, having been so 
uagtaleful an offender again.t 10 good a master. therefore bi. lordship cut hi, throat to 
avoid it. This. infonnint further wtb, That the same Wedne,day night, enquiring at 
the coffee-boul., whether the London letten made any mention of this. be could bear 
of none that writ of it; upon which thi. informant concluded it wa. fal,e. thougb the 
same report continued at Andover. Thi. informb.t further saitb. That by Friday po.t 
he did e"pect a confirmation M the same. but cou)d not (upon enquiry) bear of any 
London lotl<:r. that Ipoke of it. uf,0n which thi. informant concluded all was false. 
Bit Saturday being tbe 14th of Ju y. tbe very next day after the earl's death. this in­
Mrmant wa. told that the Earl of Eaaex bad cut hi. throat in the Tower; upon whicb 
tbi. informant declared be bad heard the same (repeating wbat he had a. before heard) 
the Wednesday before; upon wbich thia informant was told that it was very strange. 
_ing the .arl did not cut biB throat till the Friday after. or a littlo after nine of 
the clock in the morning." 

" J . B. declaredl. and i, ~dy to depose. That be. this informant. lay at Andover. 
(about.bety mile. from LondoD) Thursday night, the l£th of July. 1683. the very next 
tIaf before the death of the late Earl of.Essex; ancl as this informant. Friday morning. 
about four of the clock. wa. going out wrtb the ostler to catcb hi. horse. the ostler se· 
veral times over told tbis informant, that tbe night before it was reported at his mas· 
ter', bOUle. that the late Earl of Esoex bad cat Vi. throat ii. the Tower. This inform­
ant furtber saith. That the ·~ery lame day. in the afternoon. be came to his own house 
in Soutbwark. in the county of S~ ... y. and' was then informed that the Earl of Essex. 
that very morging. between Dine and ten oftb<: clock. had cut bis tbroat in the Tower; 
IIpon which this informint was much surprized. having. as before. heard tbe same at 
And",,«. nigh liJtIY miles from London. above four houn before the earl's death." 
, "J.S. of Bolt aad Tun Court. i. ready to depose. Tbat at or'bet;pre six of tbe clock. 
that very morning tbe late Earl .. £ Eaoex died in the Tower. (viz, JIl'iy the 13th. 168'.) 
t~ QIlIDe into this informant'8 hOlitie a gentleman, who, with much concern, told 
thit infonnant he had just before heard tile Earl of Easex bad cut his throat in the 
Tow .... ; but thit ... formant, about eleven of the clock the same day. being inform­
ed that the earl w.~ dead till about nine of .the clock. this informant was much 
aurpriled at the report/>.f .my lord'. ba,ing cut .bis throat so many hours before the 
earl'. qeath." . . ,r 

G. Hue auy of. thCoe eiglrt ~ s .. om !'clOre .the lords? , 
To I #a .. ' been Informed b~ all those eIght WltoeSS". thnt they have deposed (in Tbl. p~' i'~ 
b ) r I. ~ . rt'porlnUI"", 

su stance. as you ll~ be.ore eve!. JI"! • pto,.e~lIy mt\& 

L. -[.t\IDk no Sian au well doubt ·the truth of thiS report before my lord's death, flt;:~~ce;,~~~l 
thUI d~ra.ed by 10 many -witnesses. ,,111110""1111,.. 

, ~. " el,I'IlIcm" will 
7. T Ole men lV,1lk ha;d, !that they may not be conVloced) who wdl not reasoDably Ollt cOllyill~e. 

e~ncl"de from .tlf"· ~lt ~eports pnly, were there no otber.ost of .videncc. that tbis 
~I'lve Illld !wIjOU lillt IoIJIf'Qr!unate earl, "' .. indaod barbarouoly murdered; for you 
mq,,ohoerve all t "ports in many places of England. agree in the mann.,. !IOW. anti 
u.. !JIMct ",her<. for, all -.i( tl!at the' ear~ had cut hl. t,hroat in the Tower; ont 'report 
dot& DOt say the earl had dOo"",,yed hImself, whjqh /flight ba~e compr.ben~ed any 
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man)ler o~ qeath, neither do any C(f tboie,!,ej>Or,ta, ~..Y' ~at my lor<! ?a4 pois0ll':4, stau­
-bea, 'rl{Ugetf,' or !,!'~<illcd bimstll'; Calf "'P I ch' 'lit COfl1mOD way' or"Jf.Je~cbOll" .64 
eitber Itlfglit'bave'been practised by a~ lt~Dtlem~n uDder coDfift~ent ;) ne,ther do e,ther 
of'iho.ti 'teports differ In the 1'1."" w,/)ere, {thou~h ali l ho"" places ",here the report w.~ 

N ... befort! 'my lorrl's death, ,h.t my lord h~d cut hIS tbroat, io the Tower, ~ould not ,at the 
t ime or ttm; fl'port he presumed to have beeD informed of my .lord,s helU~ In the 
Tuwer,) I lt4Y .all these reports jump in one ancJ the same manner of stlf.mu.~~ .. :lDd 
all agree in tile pla('e whele, viz. the Tower. This dearly proves, that some days be· 
fore my lord's vt:ry commitment to the Tower, it was concluded'. not only that my lord 
should be murdered in the general, but likewise the particular manner how, an{l the 
place when, resolved upon, For how could Froom (bemg a hundred miles from Lon­
don) hear, Wednesday morning the 11th of July, of my lord', being prisoDer in the 
Tower, when his lordship was not 'oilt to the Tower till the day beford (being the 
lOth ill the afttfnoon ;) or how c6uld this commltmentl be well heau..! ot al.. Ando\·el' 
(about sixty miles from London) on ,\\7edncsday morui.ng, (Tucstlay's pl.: t nut ?;:iug. 
there till WedntMlay in the afternoon,) when the commitment was not till the 1 u('~. 
day in the afternoon? and yet at both these places. this very \Yednesoay morninl,. 
was it reported rh'at the earl had cut his throat in the Tower. I 

L. To me it is beyond all duubt, from what before appears, t hat the Tower must be 
fixed u'p0n as the place where this perfidious cruelty was to be acted, before my loed 
was przsoner in the Tower, and the particular manner conclulled in, or otherWIse the 
reports as to the manner how, and place where, would h~ve diff~red. 

'0 , But how could it be supposed to be sent from hence the Saturday herore my 
lord's death, that my lord of E~sex had cut hf" throat in the Tower, when it was weU 
known throughout this town, that "my lord was not then in the Tower, .nor committed 
tilfill. Tuesday following 1 

~ T. Upon the best enquiry I could make, and the most probable reason I C&II give. 
how this came so reported in the cou"ntry before it was< md~ed done, is this; It wal 
resolved upon, as D, S, deposeth, nine day. before my lord's dath, that my lor<!', throat; 
should be cut, Now those that were phvy to the whole secret, and were willing to 
obligr their conntry correspondents and fr~nds with this (to that bloody party) grate­
ful resolution, that the earl's throat was to be cut in the Tower, aQu laid to his own 
charge, and this to be.done either soon after Ius first commitment, or upon my Lord 
Ru~st.:l·s trial, (wbilh was put ofl" some short time) s\lch as had received 80 weig¥y 
intel1igence were likewise willing and ready, partly out of a de.ire to oblige their..fritlidl 
in the country, (to whom tbis design might be as acceptabJe) and partly out of an itch 
of telling IltWS# and of being the first in the country that save information of th:is. ,(M\ 
them glad tidings) not 'doubling b~t lOy lord" tbro.t "'a' IDde~t wheD it was.fifOt 
resolire'd-upon to be C'\lt. viz. either uppn his .first commitment, ,which they mig,ht aup .. 
pose would have been befure it was, all things being 10 rfsph~d "pon.) or upon my Lord 
Russel'. trial (which was to have been before it was, bar pllt-clf, of' which these COUll­
try intelligencers might not hear,) these, I Say, bejll~ informed t.hat the matter. ... 
thus laid) concluded the thing ~as dane as it was 80 de.iigo.ed to be done, ~Dd so re-
ported tl, e' thIDg as done befille it 'fa, indeed done, r. 

G, I took mOre par~icula[ notice ot F.'s illfonn~tion thao of either of tbe eight. If 
, 

1 T hIS circutnstanct', which seemlso very strong. i. far ftorn conclijlj¥!.· III tile firM placc, it ~QIJ!W; "'~lU 
tbctnflSt 'IInpar4on"ble imprua!'ncr on the part of the suppoled at~.l5ln~. Ru~cond!y •• rt'p l)rt of such ¥r.flWc 
e .. enU u catcb die .uttAr. ft .. with the mtlSt wonderful rapidity: And, thirdly. It often bappen., tb~ die"""'fict of 
5uch (!rporta bllon»& bet'll rot.y u~ •• unded otI milicObCeption. b Vo.,<vtNl'ltl, repo_. ftd'6elit\iitt; 
UIlOI1 .pparemlJ "UOd. e.vuH:flce. "bat lobe unpanUeled murder of tOe late ~1r hrcnwJ ., ""'''''Y''',.,.eIftJiif 
In ttle v,iJa",r of r..cclefechfill. m 1lumfrie..shlre, twenly.four bouJlI befute th(: Q(!¥(, C'",d4.~b!J.jf,ye]{ ... dl" 
llutbcr 6y the most r.pld. c?lIveyance. But on mvC'~t1glluon, the report was (ound to ni.fe tlmt'n fs.om ~ 
deatb o("'ililt ex«lIellt muulter bemg confoundtd with tl murde1 III Yor~shlre perpoU'll.letJ about the . ame ilBlt. 
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I Ibi.tab not, F . • weara tbat the Wednes4ay before my lord'. death, it was reported " ",. 
at Andover That the king and duke being in the lower, the earl wa' afraId the klllg 
would hav~ come up into hi. clwnber and have oeen him, but hi. guilt and shame 
was such, (ill consideration of hi, great in~ratitude to the heat ofllllUters) that he cut 
I,i. throat to avtid i~i I desire lo see this IDformation again. 

T ... l'~ .re, to 'to the .ubstance, in the right. 
e;. Thi. look. as though the story were made after my lord's death, for the king 

and duke went not to 'the Tower till ~'ridoy morning, and their then goiDg was alto­
gether a surpri:te ·to the whole town: And after the earl'. death their being then there 
occasioned very 'gross reflections, seeing they had not been, (as I have been credibly in. 
formed) above twice together in the Tower since the Uestoration. Now that this unfor­
tunute action (the earl's death) should be cloathetl..jn tb~ very same circumstallces as 
afterwards pTttended to be dorfe, not only as to the )n'anner how, the place where, but 
likewise the reason wherefore; which reason sets forth the kinA' and duke's being in .i;JJ 
the Tower when the earl did it, and done to avoid seeing his m"jesty ; for the earl (as 
wls said) was afraid the king would have corne up into his chamber and seen him i but 
the king and duke's being in the Tower could neither be foreseen nor lxpectcd; this, I 
say, makes F.'s evidence scarce credible. 

T. Neitht:T the cutting the earl's throat, or the place where it waa to be clonc, or 
who was to be thereJ (vi,:. the king and duke) when it was to be done, could Lt" either 
foreseen or expected by any but those who either laid this bloody scene, or were privy 
by information to its cOlltti\'an"'ce, and such as well knew or had b('cn inrormcd hoW' 
tbis matter was resolved upon, may weB»e supposed capable of giving a particular in· 
formation of this desi!(ned cruel tragedy. • 

L. I do well remember, that the very morning my lord died there was a small paptT 
cried about of the earl's death, wherein 1t was so rrprcsented, and the common report 
of the town then "15, that the earl cut his throat for the same reason so long before 
alligned by the; report at Andover. I must confess th is is very astonishing, and who· 
soever believes F.'I evidence only, must from such a belief be fully assured, not only 
that the earl'. throat was·designed to be cut, but likewise tllIt it was contrived to be 
done in the same eircumltances it was afterwhrds acted UDder, for elsc it could 110t pos· 
sibly be 5U circulIlA'tantially reported before my lord's death ; no~ only as to the how 
and the where, but likewise the UV/~r~tore given out hefore it was dew. 

'1'. GFDtlemen, I perceive you are both extrp me1y surprized with this particular e\'i"' 
dence of F., a8 what looks like an after· made story, st'('ing the earl's death was here so 
IODg before reported, as afterwards it was pretended to be acted, both as to the circum­
stancel of the king and: quke's being in the Tower, and the consideration that (was pre· 
teaded) then moved the earl hereunto, vi::. fear o( the king's coming into hil chamber, 
and seeing him, which If""'guill and .hame (a. was pretended) would not Lear tile 
thought. i1f: But to <o"firm lWs qo!position, you will hereolier hear others depose the 
.,mej in the mean time'"'! desireeou wouttf compare this with that part ofD. S.'s evi· 
denee, which declares, that nine Hays before the earl's death it was (lec1ared, that the 
dake hac! Concluded olld ordered hi. throat to be cut ; a~d his highness had promi.red I • .0 
be t/oqe when it was done. Now it ,"ould have kIIIked more directly "pon hi. high. 
neae, .buld he alone have .gone into the Tower that morning : and, therefore, as a co· 
lour to that preteQded r~son.for the self~nlUrder) and a screen to his highness, his ma· 
j .. y muot be per .... ded. t"'go down likewise; so that if any should .. y the earl WI., 

muntered, it .hould be esteemed a reflection upon his majosty, who ",as then in the 
T".er, .. though hia m.jeoty had gone 10 the Tower that morning to murder the earl. 
Tliul we fin~ llie _ ......... d by the lord chief ju.tice and altorney·SI;en.r~1 at M, 
Bnoddoa'. t"al, .lmOlt tIrtobgIiOut the trial. ... 

TOL.S N 
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,J,., lll#rcoive then that YOIl do not think Charle- the Second··had •• y (land In eo'll­
t~v~g.thio murd .. 1 . ,. .' . . 
,\1.: .1.do.uot, .J assure you 7 but rather the contrMY, opon very gotHl reasona, which 

you "m' itereafier be satisfied in, for I shall mention them in their proper place. But I 
do verily belie\'e that, SOUle ~hort time before tbe- kiPS', death, his m~jesty was pet. 
snader! the earl was murdered; and had hi, ntajeaty lived aix months 1tmger~.a'eI'Y 
probilble .you n\\ght long since have seen. ~js detecti01l. , . ' 

.L. I hs\'e sOBle reason for the same belief: For I do well remember, about SIX m(m'ths 
after tbe late king'. death, I was credibly told this story; my Lord Cbief J u.tice Jef· 
jenc8 lJot long after 'that king-'s death \vas at Some public plac!!'1 whore he took an DC .. 
URigll to speak very largely in praise of, his majesty, then I"tely deceased; and af~ 
tel he had made a very long haran~re in his praise, his lordship tunled about and whis­
pered a geutleman in the ear, (wIY<im he thought his confidant,) saying, " If the king 
had lived six months longer, we had been all hanged, notwithstanding what 1 havo 
sai<.l. " 

T. The measure of his lordshifJ'S iniquit.y was not then full. 
L. It seems not; but every man must believe his lord8hip's measure was very large, 

or otherwise the great quantity of innocent blood therein poured by his vile injus~ 
tice. had long before his death made it rUD over. 
, G. I do very much wonder (admitting the earl was murdered, which I am nowal­
most brought to the belief of) bow it should tbu. become generally reported in '0 many 
places before hi. deatb. . 

L. This a/moot will shortly be an altogetl .. ~, and you will in this be thoroughly per­
suaded of the truth of this barbarous murder; for I have reason to til ink much more 
will be said to prove it, brcaose there are so many witnesses of which we have as yet 
had DO account. 

1: The reaSOD of its b~ng so gentl'ally reported before it wu done, you will not so 
much admire at, if you consider alt the circumstances of this action. This murder was 
not acted out of any private motive to some prh'ate end; it was not (tone for the sa~ 
tisfactiol1 of personal revenge: No, this was a branch of that cllrgeCi arbitrary, and po· 
pish design against our civil and religibu8 rights, at that t;me carried on with all the 
furv imaginahle uncJc,.r colour of supporting the English monarchy and church of Eng. 
lan,l, both whicll.!were then falsely said to be threat~ned. with ruin by that party, of 
which that truly noble, but unfortunate lord, was marked out as one of thefhie{': I 
say this was done to remove a chief obstacle to th,at popish and atbitr,ary end the. true 
enemies of both church and slate were then carrymg on; for you find It sworn by D. S. 

, .,. that several days befOf'e the earrs cleath, the papists cursed. him as one who knew 
much of their designs., (which he could not be ignorant of observing, though with ha .. 
tred, from those high posts be had been employed in) aad-·Was eo very averse to their 
iutertat, that unles~ he was taken off. they ahould ncl.ffi' carr; them on. The carrying 
on their popish, a£b;trary, and devilish design. you s~e, was 'by- themselves assigned 8t 
the reasoD of thl~ most perfidious and barbaroue cwelty ; eo that this murder was a 
branch of their plot, and co.sequenlly might be supposed to 'e known to'many ; all 
which h.ve not been men of the gt. .... test .ecrecy; witn ••• theil reports of the fire of 
London so long before it eame to pass; aDd ,their giving an .account of Sir Edmondbu'ry 
Godfrey'. death in the country before we could, be .. lured. of the .ame in town the 
body not being then found. Sevenslthe like in,tanees mii!b~.be given. ' 

L. For my own part, I call waoh my hand. from the blood of any of tho .. unfurl,,­
nate gentlemen which .uKered for endearouPing to oppose th_ arbitrary deti!fDI 
whicjl .the cba'itable opinion moot mtn bad in the then court could DOt at tbat tllh~ 
belie've to be true, but to our great danger and co.t we ba •• iuce seen them .p(l"' 
more' bare· faced ; and those very men who esteemed It damnable to draw the sword in 
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<I~fence of our religiouo and civil right., though 'DeVer 60 grosaly invaded, h .. .1 sM.ce 
altered both their opinion and practice, and could now weep over the dun of thoee 
whose pertona they e.teemed 110t ok.erving of lifd Dut, bl • ...,d be God, 'our Commol\ 
d~nger tought u. to unite .~in.t the common e"emy of .. U true religion and libtrty. 
and tojoina. one man with that hand from heaven (our pr .. ent .overeign) ""otot" re­
scue u. from wflat threatened the destruction of whatsoever was dt41.r to any of U8. 

Ma"G.:AI ill mercy preserve u. from th.s. heat. and animo';ti ... whloh being (by our 
common enemy) once!bq,roughly enkindled. may go nigh to end in tbe utter ci'eslru<>*ion 
of all that which of late hath been miraculously sn.tched alit of the fire. in,trument­
ally by that 1IIII\,d "hich sorue of us (ungrateful as we are!) by our·action .... m. neithet 
to thank III our ocoefaetoJ', nor acknowledge as our sovereign, though he seems to have 
a double title to the crown. Jure DWi,IO, (by that miraculous success God '''' pl.ased 
to crown him with,) and Jur; HKmall., by that M<ction (in common gratitude)",.clf 
by Ihe slates of Ibo kingdom. 
• L. J?rom all these tepOrls,~.e may well conclude the earl's death was resolved upon 
b3'that bloody p.rty which murdered him botb in person and reputaliou. and the mau· 
n.r how. tbe place where. a.ud the (forged) reason wherefore, agreed in. TheBe'bloody­
mi.nded men would (without dQubt) from the same motives, Rod to carryon the 'same 
enu, destroy as many more, were it once again as much within their pO\Nr as it then 
was, only they wOIJld do it with this difference, that whereas Iherein tbey <Ii .. aCt clan­
destinely, we muat t'xilect that hereafter they would do it in the face of tb.,..sUll, and 
justify it. But from their r.r~l power and bloody malice, good Lord deliver us. 

G. I de$ire not to detain you any lOll@tr oq this particular, for I am huein wen sa-
t~fied. and therefOle pray proceed.·. , 

.T. I am now come tOU1C .ecoud general head. viz. what passed the day my lord 
died; you may observe 1t was dcmed by Bomeny, Munday, and Russel, tbe dute t\lat 
atteuded on my lord al the lime of his death, the first as his sarvant j and the t\vo others 
as bis wardera, that tlLCre was any man let into my lord's lodgings before my lord· ... 
death. that 1ll000ing my lord died; the like did John Uoyd (Ihe s""tinel that morning 
my lord died. at the door of M'\ior lIawley'. house, wherein my lord lodged.) I .hall 
.now PJ'ove that tllere wete lOme ruffinns let uuto Illy lord'. lodginga a little before hi , 
dealh to murder my lord. 

'pAly read tl)~ infonnation . 
. 

G. "S. S. linen-draper declarelh, and is ready to depo.e, That the 21st of January 
last:" th", informant was at the Goat alehouse in the Minories, where John Lloyd, sen· 
line! ,llj>On the late Reli of Essex at the time of his death, as t,his informant theu was 
iofotmed, was that day b<."'lgbt I',isoncr. being laken UJ> as .u.pected ptlVy to Ihe de.th 
of thq lale ,Earl of Essel\' --rl)j\ informant furth er .aith, That lIe this infurmant dis­

. "ourse<! tbe .. id UQyd c!>JlCern"'/l·tlle •• ;q earl'. death, and the said Lloyd did far some 
rJiort .time often,dony that h. ha~ let in .... y me .. into the F.arl of Esse,,'. lodgings that 
.1Il0rn.i.qg ,\he tarl died. Thi. iDI\lJDl .... t penlladod tlle .... d lJord 10 discharge hi. COD­
.• cience. to God and rq\n, ano tell what be kncw~th relalioa !ha. unto, lest, by his 
,douial or .il .... ., bcl "ho\\ld draw tbe "uilt of that iBllooe.lI blood ul"'~ himself; uut 
the iIIid lJoyd for ,"'met .... e pers",ted ID his dnial. and wloils! tho &aid Lloyd ..... .Je­
nyiug hi, letting ,i,u Jny m9l into my lora tlmt mor~i"g IDIY.Iood dOed,W .. e hi. death 
V ... oo w&s .brQlIgbLMtw tM" room oue Majo' W"'Iit.r (as tllts iuu.rmant afte,walds un: 

,4<rotQOd him ,to be,) lth"" ,p~."""r for the ~.m. mRttu. This iniOnrl..,t,dioI thereupon 
1lI~ ,he SlId Ll..y_ .. h .... r 0. buw the 'Old" abate.·, wlach tho! .&;0 lJoyd denied, 
f,lQP. ,aiel, he ,Deve.\, sa.w kim before in hill lite; upon which this iuformant baid/ i"'W35 
n,;.~ t,ba~, tho 8fioI ,u",.o .boul~h .. t know j)I' relllember W hue aeeo tile. s,III1 
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,v~mr;:(VI\b'\,!¥. tlld\~i\l\ibbnr, antf'rliY Ho'toiibus ~ ~lle ptaC"'''liI!re be'U.tdl Dpt 
t~\.1~!ia ,Mdy~:p.t~isted f6r some short tlfut lH bl, 'dtrilal '1 thy'\t;toWl.d~ of t~e ,aId 
WiJ..fe"· hitt soon aft.r, the satd ~c!yd to'dk tbil'irlfbtmaht fiyfl1e hand, <and Wrt~ Oink tbis'i'nformaht·& hand, wilh teart' in ' Iris loyes, ' spokejto' ~ttis ~ff'et!t~ 1'1 Mlltet; 'I 'gwe 
YOll a thollsanel thanks for your good a:dl,ce, and I tI6 wow "member, b'y speclOl olde.­
of Miliar lIawle!, ! did let in two oftll"," nten (hut tl!' tbe best I:.f fit- ' '''m'''''b~e 
thr(c) into my lord s lodgmgs that lhothHlg m)·lord died, and a very shorttlt~ .... !furr. 
}lis rica1h; and that man (pointing fo 'WehstN) was one of tbe,thrcc men I did so let 
in ," upon which this informant toM tl1i~ tfaia f .. loyd, it was very Sti'atlge he''8hould -pre­
tend that Web,ter was one of the thr~c men he had let into my lord', tp!jgihgs just be­
Ibl< his deatll, when tbe s.id Lloyd had a 'little before pretemted thai IIe' never saw tbe 
said W cbster before that time. Thij,ittYormant further spoke to the said Lloyd to thi. 
effect, That as tbe .aid Lloyd wn's.,f"onsentlng to my lor~ s death, in case he did endo •• 
vour to stifle aDY truth which might tend to the discovery of my lord~8 murder, so'Would 
tbe saId Lloyd be guilty ofWehster's blood, ifhe should charge him In thi, pal'licular 
with a lie; for what jury soever shouttt believe that Webster was one £If those let l:"to 
n1j. lord just before hiS death. (It having been by all denied that any were 90 (et '10,) 
would likewise believe that Wchster was one of the Tuffians that murdered his lordMllp; 
and therefore this informant advised the said Lloyd to ue very careful in the matter: 
whereupo~ Lloyd replied, That he coull! be very P051tive in the man, 8 • ·c "e were 
eveu then to die, he could sately and truly charge him upon hi' oath I'hi. 
informant further .. ith, That Lloyd dlil thell further declare, T~I as .oon .. he had let 
in \'hose men into my lotd's lodgIng., he did'ltear several (aod he did ,oppose them to 
be those he so let in.) go up stairs into my lora's chamber, whtTe ther!! ImmE'dlately 
(!nsued a very great nOise and tlampling, and thereupon somewhat thrown down like 
the fall of a man; not long after which, it was cried out that the Earl of Essex had 
cut his throat. Lloyd cHd=further decJare, TIlat he did not remember that he saw those 
men go out of Major Hawley's house, but he did believe they might tarry softie time 
in the house, till the crowd came in UDon the discovery of my lord's d".!ath, and thtu 
went out with the crowd." '-

L, Did apy others beSIdes Mr S. hear this Lloyd thus cbnfes. tbe letting in tb .... 
mm? . \ 

T. Y cs. De~ide, Lloyd before the justice confessed the leUing in two men into my 
lord's lodgings "little before hi, death; as appears Df the copy hereof. 

Tlte E.rammationq[ John Lloyd '!fGn()d11lan'$~!I(Jrd, in Aldgate Parish. flJfthont, ;11 EomAm 
Cloth-worker, token bejore John Robins. l.'39' one qft~JuStiC6S oj' Pcaufor theOoutlt~ 
if" M,ddlt:se., the e2d nay if" January, Anno Domini 16~9:' 

, ( . 

This esaminant "ith, on the uay wheroon the ri~lt hobounlble the l.t.<EArl <If 
E.ssex was found dt'ad, upon the suspi('ion of having \'.>een murdered in his lodg1ft~ in 
the Tower of LondoD. he then being a soldier, wa~ ~~anditlg ~tttttinel at the ctbtlitof.the 
said mrs Iodgin!:,! and 111,,1 .rd~lloJo I.t nobody g? ?p l.t,!!rs to tbe sai? Iorlgltlll~"'ith. 
out leave from Major Hawley. Or the w.rder then m ivltm'ng on the .aId earl; altd' that 
about half .nhour .!'Ier eight of the clock in the mdrlti~g-of tbe saidllay, 1\00 men 
Va tillS exammant u~nown,) knocked at the batch-do'or:\.belonging to the !Mid loog­
ings, and by permis.ion of ill. said \Va~atr. ehtered tlle .. ilr~altlngs; btIt' lthell they 
came out, he can give no ~ceount; and tbatllboOt'nlne 6'~1t\'C1/'iwi bea'/d', .'ittU'g!liblr 
DD the said morning: a'n~ tlittlethn'e'after;hearch c""bg; :~ lO!II' ii'de.dl 

To. nead this t\kewise. ' , " I ) ~'f .: I I" <J': J, i, H II I I 

Go ,C. T. of the Minori .. , botcher; d!!clareth, ani!: is tet.ly td&<plJoe,''l'htt '-LIoyd 
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h'\(lilain abO\JI a lIlAIIt.b,in,NQwgal<:"be <lid ~ip; lIli. ,iIlfRrpJ~p.,t.!ill }lqv,~' .\.t'Q\\Ilmj,}, 
to .oe hiI1', .. )ll",b,y: .... r~ p( the W>no~r.bl~ Xo'l~S ,Rf ,tI>W co,~n,lft\~e , :-;~\l\ .ccor'J. 
ingly,; IV h~D lhi. \\JiG.rnanl COIJ!~ tll lJoyd, tbe lou), r,.101l9 ~9 0 ~q ,}"/' ,~ifeFf, ,VI Z. 

" M~ef, "'I11U ar",m,. neigllbqur, ,0 I hope ),'00 will b~ n'l f£i~~" '!'If! I~\W 1,9, '}le;,' t~ 
,~hicb t.biJ'nf",m.n~"'eclared h~ wpuld l>e a ffleDd to th~ !i'Jd,:\r19~d,~f r~,~,~s r)~J'i~lIld; 
wber .. upoJl, t.be P."id Lloyd declared. that alltbe time h~ bad. '!!eI;q" P ~~":~jlle" .. ~c. 
w'la.tol~!I tJpOII his coDlcimce, and troubled him Qlgbt anil (f~.r, wp~m WrHc~}hlll!pfor,lfl-; 
ant as\qed, tile .. id l.1qJ(d,wha,t t~at \V~s that was 80 trouhle.oJlle" Ii' ~"f'" wlll,!;eupoll 
the .aid L./oyP, afw. often p .... ,Dg thIS Informant to b~ true IQ 11llll"t~lil' \)J!f,!,nli>nn; 
ant, t.hiJ,t wlw ... Q""be,tbt> said Lloyd w~s first prisoner at ~he GOld-alehouse jn)h~ 'l~i~9:. 
ries, be did<;</Ilfe .. 'Qmewhat to a 1!~"t1emaq, who wao ~Itogether a ,trauger to '"1i'~ 
wmcu collfrslOn tro\1bled him. ThIS InfoHnullt th(!l\ desired to know what thR\,c9n­
fussion WIli Wlhich had been so troublesome to Jus ~nd ; Lloyd hereupon rene}Yin:? ,~~ 
TCCJl'Ut, that thi8 informant we/uld be true to him, said he was troubled in, co~scicnce 
.'ligh\ and day, be,cause ~ ha~ confessed t? that.stra~ge.gentleman the lelt~l\~ q~ tho~~ 
me .. into IJny lord s lodgmgs Just before his death. flus mformant then tord tne s.pd 
L;1)yd, the like he bad cunfe~ed to this ~lIfQrmalJt and. s<:~'eral others; and ev~n bef?:~e, tl}~' 
just.ioe of peace had o""ucd It under 1115 hand; but Jf It wtfre rillse, he oup-bt fo ,retract 
it,.and b-.: sony for baving said it; upon willch the said Lloyd declared It w;a's ~Q,a~ed ' 
Vfl'y true that he did let in those meD, but it was what he: should not have said. " , ; 

.L " ¥ ou say that the sentinel pretends he remembers not when thes~ ruffillll~ carne" 
out of the,hQuse; but I have ~eetl infurmed tha.t a. servant maid ~who then lived inl 

the ~rower) ('ame that mormug into t.e.den.hall·market. and wrung her hands, and' 
cried out, The Earl of Essex. was murderefl, the Earl of Essex was murdered i upon 
¥fAich Lhe people gatb:ering about her, advised h~r io silence, telling her !:Ihe would 
bring herself mto trouble by such expressions. The maid thereupun decJared ilhe' wA's 
sure at was true. for ahe saw the men that nU'lrdered )l1m just as they came down out 
of his chamber, and one of tl1em almost pushed hh all along,' 
, G. Do you "now who this maid IS? 

L. No, but I spoke with several that saw her-the same morning ill the market, and 
ho • .,d b<>r declare as abovt related, , 

1~ Thl're hath ~en great diligence used to find out this maid, but neither of those 
who. heard her knew her Dame. , 

L, 1 am sure it's t.be duty of till". wbo knew her, (or of any ot11el~hat could te.tify 
anf thm,g matNial in this maltet) to give infurmation to the gentlemen by this ho~ 
nounble family engaged in tlllS prosecution. 

T, Mr BraddoD, a little after II)Y lord'. murder, was informed of ~ person (if I mis­
take nqt, ile was said to .be a waterman) who Iike\Yise saw those ruffians as they came 
out of the house, just qc:;fore my lord's death wps knowD, and observed some .blood 
upon one' of their cloaths, "bbt h,viog been often searched in the King's Dench prison, 
"lUi> I!, J",llurr)l,f.,.""d to !'<>Dvey,away his fapers, he lo.t the name .Dd place of ab~de 

of ~~~' :_, Ib 'I' h' d' b I wi f r ' ", ,, ~.\ ,J.'lt'Il.s~ gr~at lllllLlOtt\,lJlC; ut 1 t Ii ISCOUrse comes tQ t e 18 0 t la" per ... 
SOIl, .or_I\II)' t,hab I,v>.ve /ltud iIlw <leclare what ip above rel.t~d. 'or any thing el.e 'm,/i: 
rial jD, ~lli. ~I~~ ~;. m ~,,¢d,tQ _d Dolice (oAMr Braddon, from wh9f.' a'leHer 
bcj .. ~Jpft AA /li<;barljs ~~' Digh telt/pl~.na'r. il win come ' ,8(ely and .Peedi~ 
W,!bllhuidJI, (, ' I ' .. It l t~' )h .1 )' I " II I • 

(;,~; .I~,"IP~ "i~IlIl~,~i~'l\I \~a f.~~r ',~~f,~verl ~r ,~bi~,,"1~~:terl ,(thotigh 1 
'!\lI, ..... ~I>.r;rJlNl~p I/;lll!lxl~"" 'l'liM,!Ii b~'1: ie/iI~" Sf prove'! or m~y to be allesteil, 
mu.fbe "lru,,.,.q~ i~-!;hi8rlMrjlFrl) \r,;,ver;y,!D891 tJ;.~, IS, Qot in i~~ CM\ "I'ceasary to 
thi' murder woulil'i);'t be ~ ingeDuouS and free as to' .. tid '~r lI!'Ii -i>;' and giN",bim 
IIl.lll;Fq~ ~M"\Df. ' ~(~jllll~ ~ ~ '!!'r ,~uld , dec;w.r:f more tli,ii whitt i. Cr~el and 
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\\'\IOt he would answer at the d"'~4ful day of judgment; for whosoever doth in this 
c~ ~tefrt a lie, at what to llim is such, endeavours to commit, by such his perjury, 
tbe worst so,t or ,hotder. " . 

'to Did cill.er of lhe warders, o. my lord:' .ervan~ publickly confess lbe letting In 
\ ' . t lOBer • 

T. No, nor this soldier, before he was seiz~d the 2Jst of Janua'ry la.t. 
L . Seeing then they did all deny that any rr.ell were let into my lord thaNnOtning, 

J can't but suppose these men so let in were let in to mllrdc! my lord; for had any 
pcr~oJJs be~n in~ocently let io, it. migh.t h~ve.been jnnocently con~~ssed Rnd ow~~d, but 
L~i nJ; admItted IOta tlie house wIth thiS VlIlamous and bloody desIgn, those waltmg on 
my lord thought it nei ther convenient nor safe to confess the lettjng ~in of any. 

O. This Uoyd expressed himself very oddly to T. whom having often de.ired and 
(I "" enjoined to secrecy, to him pre~ding he was much troubled iu conscience for what 

he had confessed, Lut nevertheless declared such his ~onfession to be true, but twas 
what he should not have owned. This looks as though there were some cursed confe­
d<:racy entered into for the suppression of truth. 

L. I thought you would be brought over. 
G. I ,",CIC never so wedded to the belief of a fact through prejudice or misinforma­

tion, but upon a full and clear discovery of my mistake, did readily renounce my first 
belief: amI cleave! to the best information, or at least that which to me seemed the tl nest ; 
and to deal plainly with you, I did not think 50 much could be said to pro\'e what 
lllany industriously endeavour to persuade me was false. Dut there comes ereD now 
mto my mind, an objection against t1\is Lloy~'s confession, which will, I think, destroy 
it. credit with all men. If I mi'\ake not, YQu told me this Lloyd at!lfr Braddon"s trial 
upon oath denied fhe letting in any men before my lord's death? 

T. "Tis very true, 
G , How then can any man girc credit to this confession, which is a point-bl~Qk 

contradiction to his former oath ? Nay, if IJoyd upon oath assertt!d what befote" he had. 
forsworn, [ could not barely upon the credIt of his oath believe it, • 

T. nardy upon the credit of Lloyn I should hardly belie.e any thing; only consi, 
dC'T that the confession of cvery man, tho}lgb ten times perjured, is to be admitted against 
himself. But further, pray reflect on the circumstances of Ll oy d's first oath, and yow. 
will filHI in several ~spects he stood prejudiced. so that his first oath could not be of 
equal credit wi~{ his now confession, "For admittillg my lord was murdered by those 
Illel} bO let in, either Lloyd was privy to the munier, or he was Dot; jf he were privy, 

~ 7' then he swore to save lumself; if he was not privy to the desigued mnrder, or knew 
any thing of il, till after the fact was done, then could he not but expect, tl,lat the 
bamc principles, ba.cked with the qme power which murdered my lord, would h\a,'e 
likewise destroyed him, Mtould he ,11ave declared what he k~cw in the matter; there­
fore lhe fear of being hanged in the one case, .~d t~e d.tuger of a 'tab or the like in 
the ~ther, .were powerful arguments witl~ ~l)is seutiu6E J. ~ grant DO man (upf1n any 
l.:o~~lderatlon whatsoever,) ought to be mrluenced ~o perjury, but yet I deslte ~vcr 
to r~ll under so strong temptation.. You can't therefOre but confC86 thi~ sentinel at 
the time of IIIr Br.dJon', trial ~as under a .trong prejudice I'? deny what , he ~light 
III this case know, and tht fo.r flte .ea«lOO before alle4ged; -rlterefore c0I"Pat-e t\le 
circumstances of his confe8sion with ... hat he afterwards d~ctared, unue:'a great ~njUDt .. 

ijJ- tion of secrecy; vi t , That he was troubled night and dOl) I bt:: had coutes~ed the letting 
in these men, for thou~h it wI;' indeed tr ... , he should no~ have c:onf~.led. Ct/nSider, 
~ruth becomes not a h. by bemgdcaiecl, (tb~ UpOIl oatl~;) uot, a ' Ii~" trllth by be­
lDg .wmo. Wherefore, all arcumstanc .. ""& ed, you bave mllcll .hooger rrasblls 
to f;Jtlieve Lloyd's now coafe .. ioll tban b~ fortner o.~h/ Jl.~' ~~~ t'\lere Wet. " ~me 
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met> let into '1Jly"lord! and "Core bu.tling Wjtlllii~ l~~ipju.t before his death, appears 
more clearly from thIS information following, which I 'desire yOI' to read. 

G. .. M. D. deolareth, That a little before the death of tbe late Earl of Essex was 
uilcovered, this informant was walking up before1.he earl's cliamber window, and hear. 
ing a very great trampling and bustle in my ,lord', chamber, thia.inforrnant ,tood .till, 
and looking to the window of the said chamber, ,aw three or rour h'eads move close 
toge~her, ,md heard one in the chamber, which aeerued to be one in thi. bustle, cry out 
very loud .and very dolefully, ~, mudlrt, atlitOrt; this informant, not then know­
ing it to be my lord's lOdging, nor thinking any other of this cry, than what might be 
occasioned by lome accidental quarrel, w .. lked up toward~ the chal;el, but not out of 
sight of the lodgings; and about a quarter of an hour after (or Jess,) it was fiut cried 
alit in the house, tbat the Earl of Essex had cut hi. throat, upon wbich this illformant 
went down to the house, and being shewed the chamber where the earl lay, she found 
that was the chamber where ahe saw the men, and heard the bustle, and murder thrice 
cried out as before related. This infonnant further saith, That some fe\v days after this, 
tell;ng Mr P. and hi. wife, (whom .hcthen kept in her lying.in) of what ,he had seen 
and heard as before derlared, the said Mr P. advised her not to speak of it, for ber di­
vulging it, in aU probability, would prove her n).in." 

L. Is this woman aworn l 
T. Yes, and, a. she hath .informed me, deposed the .ame. 
G. nut what has become of this Mr P.I 
T. His information is rt:~dy, "'hieh you may read. 
G, " A. P. declare., That witbin a weol< after tbe death of the late Earl of Essex, 

M. B, did gIve this informant and hi. wif" the .ame ",ccount .s above related by the 
said M , Il. and this informant did then caution and advi,e tbe said M. D. not to reveal 
it, lest it should prove 1Jer ruin." 

L. Is thi, Mr p, sworn 1 
T. Ye" as he hath informed me, and depo.ed the same. 
T. Thi, Mrs D. was very unwilling at first to .declare in this matter what she knew 

to be true. • 
L. Why there w.a. no danger in the discovtry upon this revolution. 
T. It's true; and it wa' not danger, but (what she thought her) iuterest that would 

have deterred her: 
1. Interest! J, she a papistl 
T. No, nevertheless she thought it not for I,.r profit this murder should be disco· 

vered. 
L. 'Certainly it', botb tbe duty ano intere.t of all true protestants that tbi. murder 

sbould be fully detected; and I can't well foresee Wherein it could be incon,i.tent with 
~hl5 woman's intereit (if ahe were indeed a protestant,) that tbis barbarous cruelty shoultt 
be laid open, ' 

q. It m~y be ,he waa afraid "'lIle frieD .. or relatioD might be concerned. 
T .. " That', very true; it was to save a relatioD, but not of blood or affinity, hut a 

civil paren~ tbe crtlCl lither of u. all; the late K. I meal" For tbe case .tood thl18 : 
This Mrs B. had been lIu .. e I<o ,oome papists of quality, and others where that infamoUJ 
Madam ,Midnight. Madam Wilk., nad been midwife; and this Mrs Wilk. had pre­
tended a gre.t kindpe.s to'tty. nurse, and had assured her .be would get her into the 
Co,.rt to \Ie Dt»:t<' to .eve~· ~non. of eminent quality, wbich thi' woman thought 
!night be much. (I'r her Ii3vlll'\age; and tberefore, when Mr Draddon first 'poke to her, 
and uked her .. ~~' .. \!<! "',. in 'the T~,!er tliat: ~o:rnin$' th.late Earl of Esoex died, 
'Qe anl1l'et'll<\ (~"t!itillr.~, Jiome s"'H,1t "nlf ~I"'rder,) Yes. Mr Draddon then de­
.ired to know w1i.f~~ ~Uier flI!ltd or'.", ,nih lel&iiOu 'to thaI unfortunate lord'. deotb; 




























































