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religion, their present and future security fr~m popery,. sla~ery, and arb!trary power, 
had they done nothing else but enacted the rIghts and ltbertles of the subject, and set-
tling the succession of the crown. .; 

So that it is now, and perhaps but now, that we may. call ourselves the free-born 
subjects of England, as b~lDg fully secured for ever by thts ~ct, from the heavy al!d 
insupportable yoke of arbitrary power, the necessary consequence of a power of dis­
pensing or s(lSpending of laws without consent of parliament. 

II. Their settling the crown upon the head of a protestant prince, who is the very 
centre, the chief t>ro~ aad pillar of the protestant religion, secures all protestants not 
only at home, b . e ·s~ in all other parts of Europe; insomuch that it is upon him 
only that we ground all ou(\ ho~s of seeing, ere long, Lewis XIV. caned to a just ac­
.count for aU his unjust, arbitrary} and tyrannical proceedings against his own subjects ... 
as likewise against. his i~jurec1 weaker neighbours. 

Ill. Their not acting in th least ,fter the example of their neighbours against pre­
lacy, but rather favouring i y such cts as fit only episcopal men for public employ- . 
ments, gives all reasonable tisfaction the church of England; without any just of­
fence either given 0 the ssenters, who, der the present government, en·oy to their 
'Own heart's desire, heft g-wished-for liberty, without being liable to the lash of the 
law, for serving G aft r their o\vn way: Notwithstanding all thi}!, so hard, yea, so 
impossible a thing it is to content all parties, not a few vent their malice in every cor­
ner, yea, and in srint too, against the king and parliament, though all their proceed­
ings hitherto ten so directly to the general good of the nation, that we must either 
want common understanding not to see it, or prove most ungrateful to our represen­
tatives not to acknowledge sucl1 an evident truth as this is with our most thankful 
returns. To proceed with some n:1@thod in this designed vindication of the late parlia­
ment, I shall, first, take a summary view of the late condition of our affairs; and, se­
condly, give a full answer to whatever is maliciously suggested to the unthinking mul­
titude; yea, and in printed pamphlets likewise, to the seducing of the simple, and to 
the great encouragement of the professed enemies and disturber~ of the present go­
vernment. 

IV. If we consider in what condition we were in the two last years of King James's 
reign we may remember we were given up for lost by all our friends in Europe, and ' 
did think 80 to ourselves,· ·ng then impossible for us to imagine from whence our 
relief should come. A ower of dispensing with and suspending of laws, and the ex­
ecution of laws, was already so fully established, that the very humble petitioning to 
be excused from concurring to the si\id assumed power, was ime enough for the 
commitment .and prosecution of divers worth relates: The curt of commissioners 
for ecclesiastical causes was a sort of inquisition; or, at least, a ertain forerunner of 
the new way of con~erting peo t, by the irresistible eloquence of armed dragoons: 
The levying money for and to he use of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, for 
other time and in other mann r, than the .same was granted by the parliament, was no­
thing else but a preparatory contrivance, to try afterwards a Frenell experiment upon 
the gold and silver of dIp. nation: The horrible and illegal punishments inflicted by 
corrupt judges, excessive fjnes and bails, and several grants and promises made of fines 
and forteitures, before any conviction or judgment against the persons upon whom the 
same were to be levied; and all the other injustices, grievances, and irregularities of 
those days, we" previous dispositions to the new modelling 1>f the nation into a 
frame, the m easily to be wrought upon by the Romish priests, case their w 
~rguments uld not prevail, as 'twas impossible they should have pr :vailed, in a. 
~on so " provided and stocked with solid learning, both against error nd persti­
tfOlJ. 

V If tWa was our condition within ourselves, it was made mu worse b.J e di 
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mal prospect of the threatening French greatness: The French king's known and close 
engagements with the late King James, the sudden growth of his power both by sea 
and by land, seemed to threaten alJ his neighbours with the utmost desolation, unless by 
laying aside the use of the!r reason, they acte~ all like fools and ~urned pap,ists; which 
could not secure them neither from oppressIOn and slavery, 81l1Ce none are greater 
slaves, nor so unmercifully oppressed as the French papists themselves: J:his is but a 
short and summary view of the public calamities and miseries we lay _ulJder, till our 
deliverer came over to free us from them, by the best methods ouJ1'~resentative8 
could fall upon for 'our safety in times to corne; which are cc;rtainl such as give full 
satisfaction to all good men aud loyal subjects, that are no ove with popery, 
and slavery both of body and soul, which always atteJlfiis1.: 0 t at he pl'esent pos­
ture of our affairs is now such, that we have all reasln ti> hope, jf we can but agree 
among ourselves, this kingdom may become again, ~ , :\s of old, the terror of France. 
Europe never bid fairer for a level of the Fre~ch n I' ,he being now surrounded 

. on all sides, by those he has made his irreconcile Ie en ies, by his daily breaches of 
oaths, by his oppressions and invasions, contr to all t ties made with him either 
of peace or truce. . 

VI. We cannot then but highly commend the prudent m tlJres f the last parlia­
ment, for SUPPIYi~hiS majesty with necessaries towards a vig rou. prosecution of this 
present war the nat n so lon~ wished for in vain; the French interest pre\'ailillg too 
much formerly at t e court of Eagland, against the interest of the protestant religioft,' 
and of the English nation. Such then as complain of some present hardships, always 
unavoidable in time of war, and would fain work the people into a belief of a happier 
condition under another change of affairs, seem not to understand their true interest; 
for must we expose ourselves to a certain ruin, to t ross of our lives and liberties, by 
not contributing liberally to the maintenance . of a war, 80 necessary in this present 
juncture of our affairs? Our all lies now at the stake, our lives, properties, liberties, 
ana religion: Should any tax or impost put us out of humour, and cause us to wish for 
a change, as if we equid pretend to any security, in case things were settled again upon 
the same foundation they were on before? ' 

VII. Are we not sufficiently acquainted, from daily experience, with this undoubt­
ed popish principle, " That a papi~t is obliged to break his oath taken not to extirpate 
heresy, as soon as he is in a capacity to root out what inks heresy, under a no les$ 
pain than that of eternal damnation?" King LewilS has sa 1 all the world by what 
lle has lately done, that this is no calumny; and King James cleared all our doubts 
upon the matter, by lfThat he likewise really did aud endeavoured to do, 

VIII. But a late se,;'itious pamphle - ells us a iragical story of the decay and loss of 
trade by this present'war, "That the Dutch run away with our trade at sea, and the 
French with our ships:" This is but a mere grou~ess flourish, that can only make­
impression upon some weak minds, that neither un e tand their own interest, nor 
that of the nation they are in; 'tis true we have lost sev ral ships, and tbat is unavoid­
able ill the beginning of any war as well as in this, till t.he merchant-men bound home­
wards are informed of a war de lared, which must needs require some time; but of 
late we have lost none, 01' we have taken the equivalent of our losses from t11e enemy; 
and for the time to come his majesty bas taken such measures that it shall not. be here­
after in the power of the French to put a stop to our trade, either into Holland, Spain, 
the East Countries, \)r West and East Indies; and as for the D . cll, }tis a groundless 
8 position,. thou'-! too 0 \en in the mouths of such as are disa ec 0 the govern­
m "Thatthf4 run away with our trade," since the contrary may be e~' made out 
to an uWprtjddiced mJBd; do we not trade still, as well as the Dutch, both the East 
and We t Indietl, to \ved laud, Denmark, Hamburgh, and Poland? Do tbe }'rench. 
allow them free puaage more than tQ us ? And if they send abroad greater merchant: 



160 Tracts during tIle Reign of King William 111. 

fleets, and perhaps under greater convoys, than we do, by so doing they rather lend"\1s 
a helping hand than wroD~ us; because in the mean time they clear the seas of French 
privateers, which makes ot course our voyages the safer, and great convoys not so ab­
solutely necessary as they would be at another time, when we were not in union with 
the Dutch: So that such reflections are either but idle and frothy discourses, or made 
upon a design to raise sedition, and stir uJ> the nation against the present government. 
But grant ~at what this disaffected pamphleteer says were really true, as it is not in 
the full mea~ he would have it, let us balance our present decay of trade on the one 
side, and on th~other ~and the consequences of not proseouting vigorously the present 
war against the L!~c' ~nd we shall easily discover either the gross mistakes of such 
as discourse affe'ftIiis rate~~?-tJteir real designs to ruin their country, by preferring a 
small inconveniency of not. itO lhll a. trade to the very being of liberty a.nd religion, and 
perhaps of the nation itself.,. r. . 

IX. For let us allow to t s pr nded politician, the desired change of government . 
he seems to aim at, this ca ,lever ~pen but in one of these three ways, either by the 
returning of King J arne again, or V the invasion of King Lewis, or by a civil war 
at home; which last thi g, if some do lly intend, they design nothin$ else but their 
()WD ruin, and tl~t 0 heir country; and if they would have King James to come 
again, must he cOl1e in by conquest? If he ever recovers England~y conquest, where 
are then our properties, our liberties, our religion, our laws, and'whatever privileges 
We now glory in, and that no other subjects in the world can bo'ast of? Would they 
have King James come in again by agreement? Besides the apparent impossibility of 
the thing upon several and obvious accounts, would willingly be satisfied, as I was 
saying before, bow we can trust him after 10 many violations of his word; and since, 
by the principles of his religion, l!@' is o~Hged in conscience not to keep e~ther word 
~iven, or oatb taken, to protect and promote heresy, if he is once in power to destroy 
It. If our pamphleteer pretends to a change of government by a French invasion, .he 
must either be a professed French papist, or a very bad English protestant, and quite 
of a different temper from all true Englishmen, who have stood in opposition from all 
times to the French interest, not only upon the account of the protestant religion, bu· 
likewise because of their civil rights, which both they must of necessity part with, i.. 
the French ever got footing in England, 

X. I confess, as things .stand, there is little or no danger at all of their attempt-
ing the conquest of the' ncient conquerors, the English, because of our union at pre­
sent against France with so many powerful allies; but yet, if ~take not hold of this 
opportunity by the fore-lock, I kno~ not what may happen i another scene of af­
fairs, in case we were left alone to deal with Freneli; who, y the connivance of 
the last two reigns, are become so formidable at sea as to be a match either for us or 
the Hollanders. Now, can a~an of reach blame the king tor recommending so 
often to the late parliament, e absolute necessity of prosecuting vigorously the pre­
sent war, in this present jun 'ture of our affairs, or find fault with the representatives 
of the natioD; for supplying him with the necessary sinews of 'war, especially since he 
has offered to gi\' them an account of the disposal of their money, for the very uses 
they designed it for: Neither can we be jealous of his majesty's design in calling in 
foreigners, in order to th speedy reduction of Ireland, because'tis a matter of great 
consequence for the humbling of France. both by sea and land, together with our al­
lies, to put an 4Dd t our domestic broils with all possible expeditfon; and this cannot 
be better per than by joining to OUf own torces a botly of \veteran and expc/!-
enced fore} ers. ". J,I 

XI. this looks, say some of our mal-contents, as jf his majesty mistrusted his 
o~n s~J:)Jec~sJ which, jf narrowly looked into, ,is a mere groundless aspersioD, since all 
his UU&Jesty s forces, both by sea and land, an mconsiderable number of foreigners ex ~ 

/ 
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c~pted, are natives either of England, Scotland, or Ireland. Does the French king 
mistrust his own subjects because of his joining with them several foreign nations as 
Switzers, Italians, and both English, Scotcb, and Irish upon occasion; the true re~sOll 
of this commpn practice is, that an army consistin~ of forces of different nations, is 
upon this account more formidable than it would be If it consisted of mere natives, that 
both those foreigners, and the natives, fighting through emulation, leave no stone un-

. turned to outdo one another; the observing of this maxim made the D a free peo-
ple, to the pitch we see them in at this day. The French likewise e In part their 
present greatness to the valour of the English, Scotch, and S it who fighting not 
so much Ollt of any particular kindness to them, as for the' tion, were wont 
to overthrow whatever stood in their way, to the gre anfage of the French, uu-
der whose pay they then were. Undoubtedly this is s esty's design in sending for . 
foreigners, that the natives may act their parts ,the. e. by e~ulatio.n .and example; 
so that though it be allowed to be true, as certal 1t IS, bat KlOg Wilham has a suffi. 
cient number of his own subjects to reduce Ire1a d, and se of au unquestionable va-
lour too, yet it is prudence in him to call in s gees, to e life and a new vigour to 
his armies upon occasion. " 

XII. But in our case there is another reason not to be di§v mbl , why the present 
government thinK 't necessary to make use of foreigners fo our sistance; and it is 
this, that though tl e nation be full of stout and valiant men that might alone do the . 
business, yet 'tis to e considered in this unparalleled juncture of our affairs, that if ~e 
divide the three kingdoms into six parts, two, I doubt, at least, would prove either Ja­
cobites, or disaffected to the present govemmellt. Now, what if the king raised an 
army, consisting in part of Jacobites, or of perso~ d~saffected to the present govern­
ment, since 'tis hard to know the bottom of men's hearts, what if, I say, this happened" 
might not such an accident as this, not altogether impossible, endanger the whole na­
tion, and throw it into the greatest confusion imaginable, either by setting up King 
James again and the French interest, or by converting this ancient and moderate mo­
narchy into a commonwealth, which would prove perhaps no less the flJin of the na­
tion, than an absolute, arbitrary, and tyrannical government? Is it not then more a<1-
visable now, and I am sure those that love their religion and the pr.esen t interest will 
be of my opinion, to make use of this juncture of foreigners, together with the natives 
to keep a little in awe the hidden Jacobites, and such a . saffected to this govern~ 
ment, lest they undertake to ruin the nation upon the first fall" opportunity to execute 
their treasonable and r.ernicious designs? This complaint of our mal-contents had been 
more plausible in another juncture of im than in.such an one as this is, which once suc­
cessfully over, and a peace concluded, we are secured by our laws from our own stand­
ing forces as well a'~ from foreigners. In the mean ti~we ought to look to ourselves, as 
all wise men ought to do, and secure ourselves agal • pressing and present dangers. 
tAe best way we can, without minding remoter acciden , and merely possible events, 
that are not yet so much as in prospect; for upon mere apprehensions and groundless 
fears of what is never like to happen, to put a veil before our eyes, hindering us to see 
the brink of the precipice we now stand upon, is an unaccountable piece of folly, 01" 

rather madness, tbat no man having his wits about him can be guilty of; yet we must 
needs prove guilty of such a piece of madness and folly, if, through a groundless fear 
of what can n~ver h ppen in England, as things are now ordered, we should scruple to 
s cure ourselves by e help of foreigners from the Ja.cob,ites and ~_ I-contents, who 
m t pe:~ ge he upper-hand if not prevented 1D tIme, by some g d method, as 
~ t~~ . 
, XIII. No farther encroachments upon our rights and privileges are to bt eared in 

tIme to come, since the bad success of all our late kings is an example to all their suc­
cessors, wherein they may read theirde&tiny. if they understood so little their own interfst 
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as to act arbitrarily, as some of their predece4isors did, to the great djsturbanc~ indeed 
of their subjects for a ~ime . but allast to the utter ru~n of the~selves and thetr a~h~ ... 
rents: His present majesty IS so !ully persuaded of thts truth, VIZ. ~hat t.he sovereIgn S 

greatness in England depends chIefly and only upon the love of hIS subjects, that ta­
king his interest and the people's to be the same, as really it is, and always ought to 
be, to shun ~e dangerous factions of court and country, he prudently complied with 
their just dej~to whatever they thought fit to be done for the common good. I am 
then of opinio~ hat England was never so happy as 'tis now, flaying aside the cOllsi~ 
deration of the p W. waf so absolutely necessary,J because of the good understand­
ing of the king ~ liiaJ.· V-i,cts, thouO'h our seditious pamphleteer leave ' no stone un­
turned to divide them ; \~~' le is, he must needs be a man of a strangely disaffected 
spirit, since he blames the I :i P liament for allowing 11is m3;jesty so much power as 
makes him a true king, and . h :ebare representation and shadow of one, as he would 
really be, if, according to the troje >fiuggested by this man, he should not be allowed 
so much as the liucrty of c ' 'ing his wn counsellors, nor of proroguing parliaments 
either, upon occasion, &c. ' 

XIV. The SUSP$din~ hd stopping, 0 stabbing as he ca11s it, of the habea.s corpus 
act, puts him in a ,reat It against the late parliament, as having by this suspension 
wronged the libert of t e subjects; yet if, before we give our last ~gment upon the 
natler, we consider, as we should do, all things impartially, not s~lfrering ourselves to 
be~biassed by a wrong apprehension of things, we sHall easily djs~over that the sus­
pending of that act, at that time, was the only way to secure our properties and liber­
ties, by preventing a civil and domestick war, which in aU likelihood had ensued had 
it not been prevented in time, by i!ppowering the king to secure such as, because of 
their quality, or their former engagements with the then mal·contents, were likeliest 
to prove ringleaders to new disturbances, in a time when things were not as yet settled 
upon so sure a foundation as they now are. . 

XV. But nothing is more insufferable in this seditious pamphleteer, than his affected 
jealousy of his majesty's being a sincere protestant, as if the natiop. should be the more 
afraid of him upon this account, because forsooth the parliament is likelier to give him 
more power than if he were a papist, or Qf a contrary religion to that of the nation: 
Tbis is such an unaccountable retlection, that I cannot but wonder to hear it from the 
mouth of any man, that' pretends to common sense or reason: for, nrst, At this 
rate of arguing, it would e better for us to have a king we hated and feared, than one 
of the same religion we loved and were SUl'e of; which is such a~absurd inference, that 
none but a madman can propose it as reason Ie Secondly, Lirant what he says to 
be true, as it is not, our religion, however, is secure, and perhaps the securer the greater 
power we trust him with. BU~, hirdly, As our late representatives gave so much 
power to our glorious deliverer, , ade him a king, and a ,powerful one too, so, on the 
other hand, they have had so m ch regard to the safety of the people, as to secure their 
privileges and civil rights from any future encroachments of the prerogative, as may 
easily be made Ollt by the late act, declaring the rights and liberties of the subject, and 
settling the succession of the crown. 

XV I. The popish SUbjLCts are generally so oppressed by their absolute sovereigns, 
that through an excessive flatter¥, and fear of blows, they seem to worship their kings 
as gods, allowjn~ them an ilIimlted power, which no man of sen.e can admit of in a 
being of a limi~ure, or at least allowing them to be the fatheiVI and absolute mas­
ters of their peOple, though the kings generally came out of the peo le's loins, as bei.tg 
at nrst ~a~y t~em, all~ not the people out of theirs; and though 8~JeG..q .oijgb~t 
to lprcl ltAVer .thelr sovereIgns as masters, yet they ought not to be then slaves neither, 
but are to enJoy under their government such privileges and liberties as may settle 
them in an unalterable state of happiness, that the princes themselves may not dettroy 


