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it pleasure; for as nothing is more rational ~ha~ that we should ubmit in all ~hings to 
the absolute power ~f Goil ov"er us, so nothm~ IS ~ore unreason~ble than a blmd obe
dience to earthly prmces, as If they were as mfalhble:: as God himself; whereas thei r 
very kingship proves sometimes an occasion to make them the more liable, both to et·. 
ror, as being often misinformed of things, and to sin likewise, jf they are not truly re
liO'ious, as King William undoubtedly is, because of their uncontrolled wer of doing 
wllat they please. ' 

XVII. For these, and other reasons of that kind, though Willia ., whom God 
long preserve, be the mildest and moderatest prince that e er sa upon the English. 
throne, yet our representatives, to secure us from the encroa f this and all suc-
ceeding ages, have thought fit to declare and cstablis ts of tHe people so fully, 
and upon such a sure foundation, that England now s t securest and happiest nation 
in the world, if the natives can be but sensible of . n happiness. F~tices nimium 
bona si sua l1tJrint Agricolas ! 

XVIII. Four things especially declared in t act, cure us from oppression, ty-
ranny, and arbitrary power. First, The reject" g of eitH a dispensing or suspending 
power. Secondly, AU grants of money for, to the use 0 the crown, reserved to the 
parliament for the time in being. Thirdly, The di8bandi~ f sta iog armies in time 
of peace, unles he parliament give consent to the keepfog the on foot. Fourthly,. 
The settling of th succession of the crown. I need mention nothing else contained. 
in this act to she that we are ~he only subjects in the world that can boast of free
dom and liberty, in case our princes canno dispense with our laws, as they cannot 
without our leave, since they are not to give us for th only reason of their kingly ac-

, tions, Tel est 1lostre bon plaisir, Their good-will and pJeasure, as the French king does; 
for however the French modes have taken with us'Ot late, we could never yet fall in 
Jove with so absolute a mode as this. As our \-ings must act by law and not absolutely, 
though real kings, they do nothing of moment but by and with the advice of their 
pllrliaments: Our happiness then consists in this, that our princes are tied up to the 
Jaw as well as we, and upon an especial account obliged to keep it up jn its full force, 
because if they destroyed the law, they destroyed at the same time themselves, byover
throwing the very foundation of their kingly grandeur and regal power. So that our 
government not being arbitrary, but legal, not absolute, but political, our princes can 
never become arbitrary, absolute, or tyrants, without iting at the same time their 
royal character, by the breach of the essential conditions 0 their regal power, which 
are to act according to the ancient customs and standing laws of the nation. If we 
are happy upon this account, that our kings can neither suspend nor destroy our laws, 
we are no less to be envied that au purses are secured from the encroach~Jents of an 
aspiring covetousness, by that part of this act which tells us, "That levying money 
for, or to the use of the crown, 1>y pretence of pre~tive, without grant of parliament, 
for longer time, or in other manner than the same is, or shall be granted, is illegal." 

XIX. We may easily think our security greater than that of any other nation in 
Europe, jf we reflect but a moment upon this important article, that we are never obli
ged to open our purses but by the order and consent of our representatives, whom we 
have trusted with the care of our interest; which being equally theirs at the same time, 
we have no reason to fear that. they ever lay any taxes upon us but when 'tis absolutely 
necessary for the pre rvation of our lives, liberties, and religion, as all seeing men con
fess it to be in the re nt juncture of our afil1irs, to prevent the return of popery and 

bitrary power. i rivilege bas made our government to be envied y aU our neigh-
r nations, he piest that can be imagined; for there being no surer way for 

a prin ome ab arbitrary, and a tyrant, than to impoverish hIS uhjects to 
that degree of w nt and mi may force them for subsistence to comply with all 
Ilia d' whether j or . . bled by this act from doing them any mi -
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chie( ; )Jy ~ueeziug the blood out of their veiD. that it, the monlY 
oul \1' cry desip be might have of ruling over them as mere slaves. 
To the want of prlvIl~ge, ~e may chiefly ascrih.e the slavery the French natio~ groans 

~r t . princ q'8pOJlog abJolutely of Ulell estates at pleaaw-~ aDd laymg ~uch 
nlll!I'I7V es u~n blS sJAbjects leave them not money enqugh to buy leather shoes, 

e of ~Ilnch they are force<J to make use of wooden ones; 80 that the French are 
9. 80 muchj: the wrong as one would thinkJ when in their flattering panegyricks they 
yl. him SOmtilr:;;:ir god, si"". they i a manner are his creatures, whom he cre

ates or destroys the 1&ast word of his mouth; for iO absolute his power is, that his 
will is the only lp · an d~nd upon, insomuch, th t when be pub1isheth his or· 
ders (or gatheri6g Q m .~. ~ his subjects cannot supply him otherwise, they must 
sen their goods, nd whate .~t' t 'ey have, to give him what he demands; yea, I have 
kn9WD tn France poor ~eopl .. tpeir beds and lie upon straw, sell their pots, kettles, 
an4 aU their necessary 'bouse ld ·Qods, to content the unmerciful collectors of the 
kl1)g s ta es. By thts little '. t we ;y easily see how much happier we are, as being I 

adeA Wit.h no butt hens bu "bat we a ,able to bear, and enjoying securely our estates, 
an whatever we can call ur own, unde he protection of our laws. Should we then 
ltave an'y stone unturne" ·t9 keep ourselves as we are, by opposing to OUI' utmost such 
a cruel conqueror at the(Fre~cb king would undoubtedly prove, if ~~ver, to our great 

,-,misfortune, subdued us? ~ 
J. • But let us speak one word to the third thing I mentioned .Jefore, that by tbis 

a,ct 'e are to have no standing army in time of peace; tlle advantage whereof we may 
easl\y ~oncei\'e, if we look a little aside towards our neighbours the French; they suffer 
pa'tictt 1y in time of war the heayiest taxes, and would not think themselves so much 
to be itied, all now they are, if a peace concluded with the enemy bettered their can-

tion, for the] are tllen in a worse cond;tion, in a manner, than they were before, be
caUse be standing armies irnpower tbeir prince to do what he pleases in time of peace ; 
'tis then that he looks about him, to cODsider who has got together any considerahie 
ttea!l1res, that he ma'y ease them of them, though lawfully gained, and by good se -

Ices done to the crown, so that it is no wonder if the French s . t8 chuse at any 
time war rather than peace, because in time of peace, their king's a es are wholly em
ployed against them, whereas in the time of a settled war, they are partly taken up iA 
opposing a foreign enern • ~the impartial reader judge from the premises of the hap
pines oT the English IU cts, compared wit.lt the miserable condition of the Frenen. 

XXI. The late parliament bas done another thing, without which, notwithstandiug 
all our other advantages con ained ill. Ulis act, our happioess had not been lasting, as it 
is noW' like to be for ever; and it is the settling or the succession of the crbwn upon 
Fot stants, and none but prote8tauts; the words of the act are 80 remarkable, that I 
think it fit to insert them here, }l«ore I gIve you my reftections upon them, 

CI Whereas it bas been fouDd by sad experience, that it is incQDsistent with t safety 
of this aot ingdom, to be goveJ'Ded by a popish prince, or by any king or 
queen ma iog a pa~st the said lords spi al and temporal, and cOJ.Umons, do fur .. 
t.her pray, tha °t may be enacted, that all, and eve!), .per on slld person., that is, or 
shan be reconcded to, or bol~ commQ ion with see or of Rome, or 8ha} 
profess the por, religioDJ or sball m rry po ist, sball be b ~V'er 
uucapable to I ri ~aesa, or enjoy .. the n and gO\rerl'QlC~" 
Ireland, and tl.e monl thereunto ~I or anl part 

, or exerci y tepl ower, author r urisdictlon w 
or ery Ueil case, or ,e ese realm s 1 

f their allegiance, e ai ~rown, and gove nt, 
dell".W, an~ be enjoyed iBOn or perlOll8, JV01:n.G' pr()itlajtiYl't~'llJ 
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ABOUT the latter end of the last month, quatity were seized and 
committed to prison at Paria, for a bold attempt of Lewis the U ... t, 
the reach ing, especially ~t IUch a ticklish as this is, when prophe-
tic hin are ry ungrateful, now Bis ambitious to incline to a period. 

The ere the Baron of Killingsang, ,the l\farquis de Pisscntieux 
aDd ollsieuf de FeuiUages, both Frenchmen; and crime no less than the pasqui. 
nading the kjng out of his title to bis crOWD, by comparing him with two other coni. 
~titors. The ~asquil was in two Janguages, French and La~in, which, for the satisfao.. 
faction oftbe Eu~5h reader,' 11 by an "ngeDiou pen tratlslatect • . , aH 
which are here 81tbjoiud. 

For the UD~rdoDable offence of being the authon, and of having ftixed tbis satire 
upou the French king" statue, e "the Duke d euillade in the Place des Vic
wire at Paris, the three gentlemen were shortly after brought to a trial, and after a 
most severe enquiry and examination, by a of ', 'lite to W'e, two of them, 
to it, the arquis de PiSBeDtieux: d be of' lao ,ere CGDvicted and 
sentenced tb, rg ac llie 1 t P f. 'tV in, that 
~ ba been 's.mICie4It; 

.Ac«301tlIJPfl \0 t 
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Latin. 
Tres modo Francorum ostentant insignia ,.eges, 

, Yerus adhuc Princeps Luduoicus; tuque' Jacobe, 
Qui nunquamfueras nisi 8010 nomine; ,ed re 
Wilhelmus tandem, ni fa llan t jata, Juturus. 

, English. 
'France totters under these three royal names, 
Great Lewis, greater William, little James.'. 
Lewis still braves it, the possessing king, 
J ames only can an empty title sing" . 
For William fate reserves both Dalpe aud thing. ' 

• I The Tra'lJslator's Descant. ( . 
How equally foolish are titles and things, ' 
Our James has three kingdoms, and France has three kings. 
The good people of France want freedom and bread; 
And James his three kingdoms are dropt from his b~ad. • 
Then he's surely happy, who 'truly can say, 
I've nd kingdom to govern) ,no kir:t~ t'O ober. 

.) 

; , 

• , 

J , 

• 
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Some short Considerations relati ~ to the settling tif the Government, humbly offered to 
the Lords and Commons of England n(J{.t) assembled at lYestminster, 1689. 

- .......- Post est Occasio Calva. 

I' 

This author chalks out for the convention pretty much the line of conduct which they followed, . 
excepting that ~e recommends the placing the crown on the head of William alone during his 
Jife. That thi was William's wish cannot be disputed, and Bentinck pressed upon Bishop Burnet 
all the arguments arising from lh superiority of the husband ov r the wife, and the variou dan
gers of divid d authority. But his English adherents resisted the proposal to a man, and one of 
the most zea10u , William Herbert, tbough ill of the gout, starteu from his bed at the propo a1 
of making the prince sole king, and vowed if he had thought him capable of such unjust ambi-
tion he would never have drawn sword in his ca'll e. 0 the prince saw him elf comp ned to . 
accept ajoint sovereignty, which, owever, vested in his own hauds the whole administration. 

~ . " 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • 
Yau are assemble!i upo matters of the highest importance to England and aU Chris

tendom, a d thf'.result of your thoughts in this convention will make a numerous pos
terity happy or miserable. If, therefore, I have met with any thing that I think wor
thy of your consideration, should think myself wanting in that duty which r owe to 

VOL. x. ~ 1\1 ' 
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my country and mankino, if I ,hould not lay it before you. If there be (as some .U) 
certain lineaments in the face of truth with whicl, one cannot be deceived, because they 
are not to be counterfeited. [ hOlte the considerations which I presume to offer you 
win meet with your approhation: That bringing back our constitution to its first and 
purest original. refining it from some gross abuses, and supplying its defects, you may 
he the joy ~f the present age, and the glory of postel ity. , 

• 
Pirsl, 'Tis necessary to distinguish between power itself, the designation of the per

sons governinf", aud the form of' government: for, 
I. All power is frOm God, as the fountain and original. 
2. The designation.of the persons, and the form of government, is either, first, im .. 

mediately from God, as in the case of Saul and David, and the governmenl of the 
Jews; Of, secondly, from the co~munity chusing some form of gO\'ernment. and sub
jecting themselves to it. But it'must he noted, that though Saul and David had a di
vine designation, yet the people assembled, and in a general assembly, by their votes.' 
freely chose them; which proves that there can hI" no orderly or lasting govrrnment 
without consent of the people tacit or expressed; and God himself would not put men 
under a governor withQut their consent. And in case of a conquest, the people may be 
'Called prisoners 01;. slaves, (which is a state contrary to the nature of man,) but they 
cannot be properly su~jects till their wills be brought to submit to the government; 
!IV that cOllquest may make way for government, byt it cannot c<?nstitut~ it. 

Secondly, There is a supreme power in every community, essential to it and insepa
rable from it, by which, if it be not limited immediately hy God, it can form itself into 
any kind of government. And in some extraordinary occasions, when the safety and 
peace of lhe publick necessarily sequire it, can supply the defects, reform the abuses, 
and re..establish the true fuudamentals~f the government, by purging, refining, and 
bringing tbing> back to their first original; which power may be called, The supreme 
power reat. ,. ' 

11tirdly, When the communIty has made ChOICE" of some form of government, and 
subjected themselves to it, baving invested some person or peraons with the suprem~ 
power, the power in those persons may be called, The supreme power personal. 

Fourthly, If this form be a mixed government of monarchy, aristocracy, and demo .. 
eracy, anel, for the easy execution of the laws, the executive power be lodged in a sin~ 
gle person, he has a supreme power pt:rsonal, quoad hoo . 

. hjik(YI The supreme power personal of England is in king, lords, and commons; 
and so it was in effect agreed to by King Charles the First in his answt:r to the nine
teen propositions, and resolved by the convention of lords and commons in the year 
J 660. And note, that the acts of that convention, though never confirmed by parlia" 
ment. have htcn taken for law, alld particularly by the Lord Chief Justice Hales. 

Sirllt{y, Tlie snpreme power persollal of England fails three ways :-
1. It is dissulved i for two essential parts fall. I. A king. 2. A house of commons, 

which cannot be called according to the constitution, the kiog being gone, and the 
freedom of election being destroyed by the king's encroachments. 

!2, The king has forfeited hi'S power several ways. Subjection to tht: Bishop of Rome 
is the subjec~ion against which our laws cry loudest: and even Barclay (that monar~ 
chical politician) at'knowledge!!, IC That if a king alienate his kingdom, or subject it to 
another, he torreits it," Ami Grotius asserts, If That if a king rea(ly attempt to deliver 
up, or subject ilis kingdom, he may bt therem resisted; and that, if the king have part 
of the s~pr~me po~er, ~nd the people or senate the other part, the-.JtiDg invading Jhat 
part whtcil I~ not I)ls, a Just force may be opposed, and he may lose hi~art"Of the em
pire. "-Grot ius de Bello, /!re. cap. 72. But that the king ha, subjected the kingdom 
to the pope, needs no proof I that he has usurped an absolute power superior 10 all 
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Jaws, made the people's share in the legislative power i!flper~inent and. use!ess~ and 
tliereby invaded their just rights, none can deny. It w~re III val~ to multlp~y l1~stances 
of his forfeitures' and if we consider the power exercIsed by lum of late, It will most 
evidently appear to an' who understand the English constitution, that it admits of no 
.'tUch king, nor any slIch power. 

s. The king has deserted, • 
1. By incapacitating himself by a religion inconsistent with the fUlldamfmtals of our 

govern men t. • 
2. fiy forsaking the power the constitution allowed him, and usurping a foreign one: 

so that though the person remained, the king was gone long ago' .. 
s. By personal withdrawing. • ' . 
Sevtnthly, Tbe supreme power real remains in the community, and they may act 

by their original power ; and though every particulp.t person is, notwithstanding such 
dissolution, forfeiture, or desertion, subject to the 1~\Vs ·which were made by the su-

. preme powC:!r personal when in being, yet the community's power is not bound by them, 
but is paramount all laws made by the supreme power personal; anu. has a full right to 
take such measures for settling the governriltnt as they shall think most sure and ef
fectual for the lasting security and peace of the nation. For. we must note, that it was 
the community of England which first ga ve being to both king and. parliament, and to 
all the other parts of onr constitution. 

Eigltthly, The most renowned.politician observes, that those kingdoms and repub
lics subsist longest; that are often renewed, or brought back to their first beginnings; 
which is an observation of self~evident truth. and implies, that the supreme power real 
has a right to renew or bring back. And the #J1ost jn~enioua Lawson observes (in his 
Politica,) That the community of Eng1and, in the Ia.te times, had the greatt!st &dvan
tage that they or their ancestors had had for taany ages for this purpose, though God 
hid it from their eyes : but the wonderful concurrence of such a series of providence!, 
as·we now see and admire, gives ground to hope that the veil is removed, and the na .. 
tion will now see the things that concern their peace. 

}{inthly, The acts 'done and executed by the supreme power personal (when in be
jog) have so modelled the parts and persons of the community, that the original COJ.l

stitutioD is the best, justest, and the most desirable. The royal family affurds a person 
that both heaven and earth point out for king; there are lords, whose nobility is not 
affected by the dissolution of the government, and are the subject matter of a House of 
Lords; and there afe places, which by custom or charter have right to choose repre
sentatives of the commons. 

Tenth/y, There are inextricable difficulties in all other methods. For, 
l . There is no demise of the king. neither civil nor natural. 
2. There is consequently no descent. • 
s . The community only has a right to take advantage of the king', forfeiture or de. 

sertion. 
4. Whatever other power may be imagined in the two houses, · as houses of parlia~ 

ment, it cannot justify itself to the reason of any, who understand the bottom of our 
cODstitu tion. 

5: By this method all popish successors may be excluded, and the governRlent se
cur~d.) in case all the protestants of the family die without issue; and this by the very 
constatution of England. And the question can never arise about the force or the law. 
fulne •• of a bill of eXclusion. • 

6 .. The conven~i.on will not be obliged to take oaths, &c. ' 
Eko«ntkly, If these things be granted, and the community be at liberty to act as 

above, it will certainly be moat advioeable, not only for the security and welfare of the 
natIon, but (if rightly underatood) for lhe interest of their royal highnesse" to limit 
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the crown as folloW! ;-To the Prince of Orange during his life (yet with aU possible 
honour and respect to the princess. whose interests lind inclination.s are inseparably tae 
same with his) remainder to thE' Princess of Orange, and the heirs of her body; re ... 
mainder to the Princess of Denmark, and the heirs of her body; remainder to the beirs 
of the body of the Priore of Orange; remainder as an act of parliament shall appoint. 

This will ,h;l\'e tht::;:c conveniE'nccs among others, 
]. Husband and wife ace but one person in law, and her husband's honour is bers. 
2. It puts the present kingly power into the 4£"8t hand in the world, which (without 

flattery) is agreed on by all men. 
!3 . It asserts the abovesaid power in the community. 
4. I twill be-solTIe acknowledgment to the prince for what lIe ha! done for the na

tion: and it is worthy observation, that before the theocracy of the J ews ceasCti, the 
manner of the divine designatiou'oftheir judges was by God's giving the people some 
deliverance by the hand of the petson to whose government they ought to submit; and 
this even in that tinw of extraordinary re,·elations. Thus Othniel, Gideon, Jephthah, 
Sampson, and others, were invested by heaven with the suprf'me authority j and though 
Joshua had an immediate command from God to succeed Moses, and an anointing to 
that purpose by tile laying on of Moses's hands, yet the foundation of the peoplc;'s sub· 
mission to him wa~ laid ·in Jordan. And I challenge the best historian, to give an in· 
stance (since that theocracy ceased) of a designation of any person to any government, 
more visibly divine than that which we now aJmire . . If the hand of Providence (mi ... 
raculously and timely disposing natural things, in e\'ery circumstance to the best ad
vantage) should have any influence · upon men's minds, most certa.inly we ought not 
here to be insensible; if the voice of the people ~be the voice of God, it never spoke 
louder. 1£ a nation of various opi.nions, interests, and factions, from a turbulent and 
fluctuating state, falls into a serene and quiet calm, and men's minds are strangely 
'4nited on a sudden, it shews from whence they are influenced. In a word, if the hand 
of God is to be seen in human affairs, and his voice to be heard upon earth, we cannot 
any where (since the ceasing of miracles) find a clearer and more remarkabJe instance, 
than is to be observed in the present revolution. If one examines the posture of fo ... 
reign affairs, making way for the prince's expedition by some sudden events and 00· 

currences, which no human wisdom or power could have brought about; if one ob
serves that (li"ine influence wluch has dirt'cted all his counsels, and crowned his under
takings, notwithstanding such innumerable dangers and difficulties, with constant ho .. 
nour and success; if one considers how happily and wonderfully both persons and 
things are changeu in a little time, and without blood; it looks like so many marks 
of (;od's favour, oy which he thinks' fit to point him out to us in this extraordinary 
conjuncture. 

I will trouble you but with one consideration more; which is, that the two things 
IDost necessary in this 'affair, are unanimity and dispatch; for without both of these, 
your counsels will ha .. 'e little effect. In most things it is good to be long in resolving; 
but in some, it ilt fatal nol to conclude immediately. And presence.of mind is as great 
a virtue, as rashness is a vice. For the turns of fortune are sometimes so quick, that 
if advantage be not taken in the critical hour, it is for ever lost. But, I hope, your 
lordships and all those gentlemen who compose ,this august assembly, will proceed with 
50 much zeal and harmony, that the result of our present consultations' may be a lut· 

jDg and grateful monument to posterity, of your integrity, courage;, IUld conduct. 
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An Argu",entfor Self-Difence. written Mout the Year 1687. never hifor"puhlished, .lId 
tIOfJJ offered 10 tile Considerali"" if the Gelltlemen 'Ilth. Middle.Tempie. 

Thi. argument litem, to have been published after the HCVQlutioll, to reconcile the mimiR of the 
timid and wovt'ring to tIlt> steps which had bf'cn taken'lIt that importaut crisis. The gho'it of 
passive obedience had already Lc~'m to bannt, the consc iences. of ~uth clergy and laity, nuJ the 
author endeavours to Ilppcase theIr remorse wlth the best of IllS skdJ. 

Gentlemen, 
You are busy at pre~ent inquiring whether any manner ot resIstance to the supreme 

magistrate is la\Vful, which will c:xcuse me in publishing the remains of a mallu!lcript 
discourse of a worthy person deceased; but be that as it will, you havt:. it as I find It; 
oniy pardon the publisher, if, where tht: copy is torn or defaced, he leaves you in the 
dark to question the author's meaning. 

An Argumeflt fur $elf-difence. 

'Tis a fundamental law of nature, and universal rule of justice, that man should be 
free from injuries and violence. This freedom extends not only to his life and limbs, 
but to his possessions also, which are a part of him, and so ntcessary to him, that take 
away those and you rob him, if not of life ihelf, at least of those enjoyment~ which 
make it considerable or desirable. But so depraved is human nature, and so apt are 
avarice and ambition to make men forget the obligations they lie under to one another, 
that 'tis to little purpose he has a right to this freedom, unless he has it in his power to 
preserve it, and punish the infringers of it. GOQ has therefore made it the duty and 
privilege of every man to defeud himself from unjust force, and to take reparation for 
the injury done him.1 

This, before the forms of gov.emmeOlt were fixed' in the world, or laws invented to 
be the rule of life, before justice was distributed by one common person, to whom aiL. 
might appeal for redress, could be DO otherwise than every ODe judging of the danger 
or injury, and oppoaing force to force, to prevent the one, or repair the other. Such a 
state of equality I call a state of nature, which had abundance of inconveniences: For 
self~love is apt to make us partial where we are allowed to be judges in our own case;. 
and if the 5entence .hall happen to be equitahle. perhaps the injured party i. too weak 
to resist his oppresso~J so that the innocent may often suffer; 01" if a Ulan be in lome 
measure ((uilty. be punished beyond the nliture of hi. crime. and the Illi~hty triumph 
in impulllty: it was therefore necessary to fix on some standing rules, which should be 
th~ measure of right and ... ,o'!g between man and man: These we call1aw8; hence 
Wt .... that . . 

r Dt.ad SW4eD\, "Cap. t. or the lAw orN."ure.-Orig. Nott . 
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Laws were ordained by the general consent, and for the public good, which are so 
far from infringing natural liberty, that they are the only means to enlarge and pre
serve it; for liberty is to be free from violence and oppression. But, I 

Laws being for the better governing human societies are to no purpose, unless 
duly executed, which ma~e it necessary that th~re should he some person. or per
sons with sutJicicnt authOrity to that end; and this could not be but by entering IOta 
societies, in '.which every individual gave up his natural right of judging for himself, 
al~O of using force to def~nd hi!! pp.Ts.on and ~o?ds. and conscntc..:u to submit to the.de
cision of the laws, and common Justice, adminIstered by one or more persons appolllt
cd for that end by the whole, and for the sa")e end armed with the force of the whole 
society. Ano vence came Rolitical power to be ve!l tcd in the JIlagistrate, who is se· 
preme to a particular purpose, viz. The public good, by putting the laws, which nre 
the public voice', in execution.' 

People then entering into &ocioty, the better to be preserved in their lives and pro .. 
perties, must he subject to the laws of the society by which they are protected: And 
)Ienee it is that it is not lawful for anyone under civil go\'ernment to take upon him 
to judge for himself, or to do himself justice on the offender, because there are known 
laws and equal judges,. to which he may arpeal. Now this disability, or rather right 
of appeal, being introdu.ce'd for the good 0 every individual, and by universal COIlsent, 
shall never be cxtehded to the prejudice of anyone, when he can't have the advantage 
is designed him by it. And therefore, 

"Every onc under civil government may do what would have been lawful for him in 
a state of nature, in such cases where he can't have the benefit of an appeal to the Jaws 
of the commonwealth he is under. By a state of nature, I mean such a state of equa
lity where there is no superior p@wer on earth, to which a man on any injury received 
or threatened may have recourse For relief; and therefore where two men aTe without 
this common judge, they are with respect to another in n state of' nature. Now, let it. 
be observed, that though I am in a country where there art laws and judges, yet if. I 
am by violence put out of a capacity of taking the benefit of them, it is the same to 
me as if there were none at all. As for instance, 

The law says, That whosoever kills another with malice, without provocation 
willingly, is guilty of murder, and shall die for it; the same law for very good reasons 
says furthf'r, That thc murderer shall be put to death according to law, in a manner 
nod by persons appointed by it, and that if anyone do it otherwise, he too is guilty of 
murder: Certainly this is better than the state of nature punishments, which give way 
too much to malice and re\'enge. But if a \'illain puts a dagger to my throat, or as
saults me in so violent a manner, that flying would inevitably be my death, in this case 
I aUi excused in killing him in my own defence; for [ can't appeal to the law, my life 
is in extreme danger, and the injur~ designed is irreparable j I am therefore called down 
to the exercise ~f an ancient power, which I parted with on no other terms but for my 
better preservatIOn . 

• Sandel'!on de obhk3tione conscienti:r. 103. Leges nulla alia ex causa nos lenent quam quod judicio populi 
rf'ccp!re !lun!. Idem p. 132. Ch·ill'lI.utem regiminis eiusquc qUIe ipsi tlebita o~~ljenti~ finis est humanm locie
Illli. salus et tranquiliuu. Cicero de leg. I. 2. COllitat profecto ad salutem civium civitatumque incolumiLatem 
'Yltumque humiuum CJui etam at bell tam jnl'entll8 eue J~8e.. Ex qUO intcHigi par est e~ qlLl perniciol8 et iriju.ta 
jUB~a pupulis tl escrip~rint cum contra :ecerint quam policiti profelliqutl lint quid vi, &atius tulisit' quam legel • 

• J.·orle5Cu(' de laudibus leg. Anglitc, cap. 13. e t B . Le Mirror, cap. 1. II. 2. Tiley (tllld iI, tile SGZ01U ill 
England) cif~ tr grtpt war, and trouble, ,die! tltey Itad bun vlltkr II icmg time, cAoie 'e,. a killg to rtigll O1Itr 
them, or te) g Ovtl'1l tll~ peoplt of God, and to pre:ene their peTIOli' an4 gaud. bg tAe ruk, of j,utict.. And, cap. 
s ••• ,. 7?~ prillcip"l abu.t. i. tAat tnt. king U ou.tee Ie ley, 'QIitreal At ou.ght to he lUbjut to it, IU i, .aid ill .,., 
oal4. Cicero de leg. 1. S. MHgilitratis bane elM vim ut prz.it prlt:lcribatque recta u(iiia et c:onjunct.a. cu~l ... 
gi~u" ul enim ~~gj5tratj~u. leses ila populo prresunt l1lagistratus.-Du Hamele Tract. de Pbilo.ophia Moral. 
DlIser~. de Ju.stltl~.-Dell\tle ne imbecillioret przuie euent vahtlioribul. quam quuque hab!,1it vindicandi rac:ul
tatem. In multlludtnem aut pou", in eum qui prJDeliet trallltulit, uti iUe provideret ne cujulque jut yiol&retur. 
-Onl' Notel. 

9 
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• Civil low. then never did wholly take awoy the ri"ht of .elf-defence between equall. 
which God and Nature have mtrusted every man WIth. I 6ay equals, for I am coming 
to that aelf·defence which respects the supreme magistrate. . 

And now by &elf-defeDce I would not be thought to mean a bare running from the 
stroke, avoiding the blow, but doing whatsoever is necessary to preserve my own life 
or property from unlawful violence. This everyone knows when we taJ.k of giving 
bS('k to the wall , and then drawing on tl~e assailant; now as far as a rum can go with 
safety is to the wall, and if the assault be so "iolent that 'tis dangerous to retire, I am 
at the wall already [ In short, I mean active resistance) when 'tis absolutely necessary 
to save my own life ; and I dare say nobody denies what has 'been said as to resistance 
between equals j but the difficulty with some is how thisis applicaLle '0 resistance of 
the supreme magistrate in the excesses of power; b~t it will appear if we remember, 
~u . _ 

The stat~ of nature is a state of perfect equality, 'none claiming dominion over an .. 
, other, and so is opposed to a state of laws; from whence it follows that nobody has a 

right to S political power over another, but as he is a m~mber of civil society. and so 
subject to and protected by the laws of it, the due execution of which this superior is 
intrusted with for ~ood of the whole, and as far as is consislent with that, the preser-
vation of every individual. I • . ' 

Now if a magistrate be supreme only by virtue of the laws, (which are the only 
standing voices of t~)e society,) it.will follow that in all case.!i where the laws clou' t ih~ 
terpose, he is a private man, anc! we are equal. To apply this to an JDstauce like the 
former : The prince without any cause assaults me in so violent a manner, that 'tis im-

fOS5ible for me to defend my life without returuing the; same violence, what shaH I do? 
can have no benefit of those good laws ,which he is to execute, or that equal justice 

he is to distribute, and for that end Duly is put above me, (for it can't be to lI1y preju. 
dice, ) if therefore these don't interpose to save me from unlawful violence, which was 
the: sale enrl of them) Otis absurd to imagine they sha ll to my inevitable destruction, 
which they would did they make it treason or rebellion, unlawful to resist him in this 
case; and where the laws don't interpose, we are equal. 

Heing equal then, and he the aggressor, if I can 't otherwise save my own life than 
bJ taking away his, ----.--
----.----------- .. it may be said perhaps, No, you must not kill him, 
for his death would be a public loss) and therefore far beyond any injury he can after 
a single person. For this time I'll say, that if he so far abandons himself to all that is 
bad, as to kill a suLjecL (who certainly was not born for his divelsion) in cold blood, 
there will be nO ~reat loss to the public in his death. But it stems this is not the case, 
the prince must not be supposed so barbarous as to attempt to murder a man; yet since 
he is but a man of like infirmities, and one that is tllld he ought to act without COll

troul , and that but to question his proceedings is little better than blasphemy, (a learn
ed king's words,) we must allow 'tis possible. However) 

There are other instances in which )tis possible for a king to betray his trust. endea
vouring to subvert and extirpate the laws and liberties of his people, by assuming and 
exercising a power of dispensing with the laws he is to govern by, and making use of 
the furce of the community in standiug armies, against the Iil>erty of the subject, to 
back hili own arbitrary procerdings; and if this happens to be the case, how much more 
justifiable is rtsistance In the whole body of the peop1e, so as to pre~~rvc themselves . -

• Fortesc"e de Laud. Ltg. c. 13. ad I.utelam namque legis subditorum ae eorurn corporum et bonorum Rex 
t.ujOIrDodi ereetul ~t e\ ad boc, poteltat.em & populo eftluQP1 ipM babet quo ei Don lieet POt,lt.toe ,lialuo po~ 
pulo dominri • 

• Here Hem. to be ton:telinee wanuoc--Qri,. NQ4, .. 
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from ruin, than in one single person, whose particular wrongs may never affect dJe 
whole I' 

Nobody doubt, but the gener.l good i, to be preferred by the public to an,Y private 
toan's advantage; and therefore more caution used to prevent public calamlties than 
private injuries. It follows then, that jf it be lawful for a single man to resist unlawful 
force with force, when his life is in danger, 'tis much more so for the whole body, or 
the m.uority of the people, when their laws are cancelled or in apilarent danger of it; 
and conse-fluently their estates, Jives, liberties, and all that is valuable in this world, 
sut~jected to the arbitrary decrees of one person, armed with tIlt' force of the society, 
:tnd generally '~ppOTted by ~11 the .rt, of learning and religion. llut the better to ,et 
out the heinousness of his crime, and the mighty danger of such practices, 'ti!'S best to 
take a survey of the benefits men receive from good law!!=, and the misery that would 
follow on a disliOlution of 'em.. .8 

And now methinks there should be no difficulty in convincing the unprejudiced, 
that for this very inconvenience, viz. the want of law, mankind weary of the state of 
nature, where the weak were in continual dangel' of the strong; he still insulting the 
weak, in (bnger himself of a stronger neighbour, quickly came into societies, and were 
content to lu: subject to tile laws by which they were pl'otected.a 

And if tllis be trle end of laws, he that destroys those brings us back again to a state 
of nature, with this only difference, that whereas then men were in danger of one an· 
other, but not without hopes of remedy, since 'twas the duty and interest of e'lery one 
to assist the injured party against his oppressor, now they are all subject to one man, 
who. according to the doctrine of unlimited passive obedience, is to act without re
straint, whatever mischief he mrl y design. But to be be\t("f satisfied, that the happi .. 
ness of on6 people becomes the eilVY of. their neighbours; from this difference, that 
one has good laws duly eXE'cuted, the other none at all, or at least subject to the 
prince's pleasure; why are we here in England in a better condition than the subj~ts 
of France or Denmark? I'm sure we think ourselves so, and are apt to be proud of it,' 
and our English liberty; if anyone is of another mind. 'tis a thousand pities he had 
not his heart's c\rsire, and a pair of wooden shoes there. \\~e here et~joy the fruits of 
our honest industry, e,'ery one under his vine and fig-tree, solicitous for nothing but 
the happines~ of her that derives these blessings on us. In short, if peace and quiet .. 
ness be the effect of good laws, and a just temperament of power; if success abroad 
ami l ib~rty at home be owing to a happy administration; what dismal consequences 
ha -; he to answer for, that by dt:stroying an order and rule does what in him lies to let 
Joose the reverse of aJl these blrssings on a nation over which he was set for their good? 
.Alcr;lo he1l(j icium legis amitti( qui legem ipaam 8ubverlere intendit. < 

Old. To this it will be objected, that indeed all these advantages you have been 
talking of are owing to a good government, and great is that prince's crime that en .. 
tleavt:ura to roL you of 'em; but for it he is accountable to none but God j and that 
the sul~ect ought rather to entiure all this and more, that disobey God's command, 
Resist not. 

I suppose they mean tiltt the magistrate is supreme on earth, and therefore account
aLle to none but God. In Ilnswer to this I beg leave to say, where a power is given 
to any man with a trust to tl.e attaining any end, if that end he not pursued, and so 
the trust broken, the power ceases; therefore, if the 8upreme power was lodged in the 

I H till;! autl\or liBd bct'Il . 0 happy as to have lived to the RevolutioIl, he would have leen thil in other words 
in til(" Claim of n Ights, 1 W. and M. 2 S!. c. t. 

, Furl,. de LauJ. L<og. c. 4. Non alio pacto gen. aliqua proprio arbitrio unquam Ie in regnum corpomi\, 
.nisi ut per hoc 5C et sua quorum dispendlll formidabat, turiU8 quam antea pos5iderent. 

, FortcM:uc, CIll"" 35 allll 36. The Comparison.-Ori&. ·NfJlu_ 



magistnlte, in onler to the .. ell-8".erui~ the people.commiued to hi, charge, if that 
end be not answeM:d, but on the contrary, the people aTe made a prey to Ius unbound .. 
ed dominion, their livtJI and fortunes depending 011 his capr.i~ and ~lumour! his power 
thus abused CCMeI, and he becomes a pnvate man; and resls tmg Jum (which here is 
but self-defence) can never be resisting the ordinauce of God, since that is resisting 
the power, not the persOD in the abu~ of it. I .. 

It would be little less than blasphemy to say that God ever .et ooe DIan over·mil
lions for their destruction, or lhat in tbis sense power is the ordinance of God; it must 
be then fur their good. Indeed, for the .in. of a people he has.slIffered a prevailiog 
conqueror to carry 'em captives or to oppress 'em in their ' own country; thus he 
aold his people the Israelites into the hands of ChusanriShathaim and of JoLin ; he 
strengthened Eglon against them, delivered them intQ the hands of l\:lidian; but ::;tiU 
left a right in them to use a11 the means th~y were~ablf! to get Ollt of their bondage, 
which because they could not be effectual Without hiS concurrence, (as no human en· 

. deavours can,) he is said to deliver 'em again, but 'twas still in a way of resistance, 
Judges S, 4, 6. 2 Kings xviii. v. 7. "And the Lord was with him, and he prosper
ed wheresoever be went forth; and he rebelled against the KinB' of Assyria, and served 
him not." 

Old. nut it will be further objected, that though the magislrate "xceed the bounds 
of his commission. and that in those instances he can't be said to act by it, and so not 
lupreme, yet in other cases be is supreme still, and therefore in no wise to be resistell" 
since any resistance will affect hi8 whole power. 

To this I say, that if it be true, then resistance in the first cue, where the maO'is· 
trate puts a dagger to my breast, would be unlawful i for tbat would etfectuaHy di:est 
him of his whole power : Besides, let it be o~servecJ; that the lawfulness of resistance 
is laid down only on a supposition that the laws are cancelled, and the course of jus
tice hindered by force; and if that happen., I see no reason why the prince .hall de
.troy one part of the laws that relate to tbe subjects liberty, &:C. and take advantage of 
another part which makes him supreme, when he is supreme only the better to preserve 
the subjects liberty, by ~utting the beneficial laws in execution. . 

I confess I have in tillS argument made use of a s':t'po5ition, that there was once &. 
time when there was no government in the world, an th~t men chose themselves go
vernors, and came out of tlle 8tate of nlltl1re the better to live tOf$ether, and preserve 
their lives and properties. Indeed, I know no grest necessity of this hypothesis, for 
whencesoever power be derived, be it from the consent of men or God's appointment, 
it mus~ be for the public good, which being the ~nd of it, whoever, let hIm come by 
it as you please, abuses it to another and contrary' end. forfeits it. As for God's desig. 
nation, if it be lawful to resist a tyrant that was set over a people for a scourge to 'em, 
and that was the sole end of his promotion; (a. by 'he places cited out of the scrip
ture it appears it was,) it is much more so when the magistrate was appointed for the 
good only of the people, and abuses the power he has to their destructioo. And no 
other end can God have in setting one above another, but either to execute his veQ,ge· 
ance on a ainful people, or to di$pense judgment and justice in the world. However,. 
the supposition of a state of nature, and of the original of government, by the consenlo 
of the individuals will Dot appear so unreasonable, if we consider that there has never 
been any otber satisfactory account given of the beginniogl of lawful monarchies, (for 

. 
• ~ Portescue de Laud. c. 14." F.t ad hoc graviull multopopulu. talislzderetur Ii deinde Peregrini legibu. etiam 
!p.II ronan eXOIis regcretur. Et m.~me Ii legibUi illi~, (or a.y otAer way tM-followi", TtlLtUIi hoid. good,) 
tnn~v~iet"r .ubltantia pro euju • . "ituda jactura ut pro suorum tutel;o corporum ipsi Ie regis imperio, proprio 
~rbltrlo lubmiuerunt, noll potUlt re'Vera potettal bujtamodi ab ill''' crupiNe, fit tamen Ii Ilouab ip6ia Ru: .bu· 
JlUrnodi super ipeos Dullam obtineret potoCl&akm._Orig. Note. 

YOlo X. II " 
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I meddle not with conquest and usurpation;) and unless the first man was immediately 
monarch of the universe, which will never be made apprar, there must have been a 
time when there was no civil gllvernmt'nt in the world, and men were at liberty to fix 
on what form the.y pleased . I know I ought not to cite any more authorities j but I 
can't pass by Cicero de Oft: 1. 2. Mil'; quidem non solum apud Medal sed opud mqjore, 
1JOstros justititr f ruenda: causa videlllur olim "me IYges moral; CIJllslituti. Nom cum pre~ 
muttur inops mu/tiludo ~/b iia 'lui ~ntdf)re~ opes. habt:b~tll ad vir~1n aliqun1! cu,!/ugiehantJ 

't)irtute pra .\'lunlt:m ; 'JUI cum prnhlberet "lJurza lenmorcs .. a:qultate constlfumda summ08 
cum i'!Jimis parijure r.l!ti7Jehat. Eotiemque c:011$tiluelldarum legum./uit causa, qUll! regum. 
Jus ttlim semptr, qU41itum (st, fl'9uabite, attler nOll essel Jus. Id si ltb uno,;uNto et balw'tJiro 
C011sc'luebautur, eo frant contelltt; cum id millus eunti"gcl'et leg('s sunt inVtntlf, qwr cum 
omlllbus semper una otqllt eadem "(let IMlucrelltur. Ergo Itoc quidr:m per~picuum (!St, eos 
adimpero7ldu11l deligi solitos, fjUorllYll dejustilia mag1l" e6ut op;nio nlultitudiuis. 1 make 
110 remarks on t.his passage, the reader will be persuader! there neeus none.' 

Ohj. To wha~ has been off~r~d for resistance. 'tis urged that it opens a way to .rebel
lion ami confusJOn, and that lis better to suft'tr the gn:atest tyranny than run mto a 
civil WHr. , 

To tbis J say, admittirfg my doctrine be true, I am not to answer for the conse
Guences of it, whidl wil) not be very fatal, if we consider that there is no hazard in a 
reiistance, unless the majority at least be sensible of the danger they are in, and then 
no matter how soon 'tis prevented. It can't be said," that by this doctrine if anyone 
thinks him~tlf abused, he will take upon himself to resist j perhaps he has a right to it; 
but there is no danger that he will, unless he be mad, and desire$ to be hanged. And 
for the other objection, that 't~ill he a means of bloodshed, that will hold altogt:ther 
as well if a ruffian assaults me in file hig1;lway, or at least in the case of a foreign Inva· 
sion j yet there 'tis thought better to oppose force to force, than bear all the conqueror 
can inflict. Now the people's condition of slavery is the same, whether they Rre sub· 
ject to the tyranny of a foreigner or their own 8o\'ereign, with this only difference, the 
tirst is under no obligation to 'em, has broke no trust, as the othc::r has. But if all the 
fear be of a civil war. and outrap:es one among another, it may as well be said all usurp· 
er must not be opposed if assisted by our own countrymen on I)', for that might occa
sion bloodshed and outra~t's one among another. 

) llope nobody wHl thmk this ar~ument sufficiently answered by producing the ho
milies of our church, or the Oxford decree against it; for 1 must beg him to grant me, 
that no body of men, however learned or impartial in tb~ir search of truth, arc: infalli
ble ; and therefore their bare asserting a thing shall never establish it for a truth nner 
to be disputed. Besides, till I see the I?ractice of the church and university agreeabJe 
to those rules, I shall not take much palOS to reconcile my doctl'ine to 'em. 

P . S, 1t may spem unseasonable'in me to publish a discoursp of rhiS' nature at a time 
when the matter in dt'bate has received the llIost solemn dett'rmination we of this na
tion ever knew; but 1 know people will not aC(luies('e in solemn resolutions, Dor dtl I 
desire they should, aDY further than as rules of pea<.:e; but I hope those gentlemeD who 
will Dot allow a parliamrnt to judge for 'em 10 matter. of Civil <':OI1('ern, will never 
trouble us again with general r.:ounciis. or the power of the church, to decree rites and 

, ceremonles, and its authority ill controversies ot' faith. 

, ThiS is strengt!leJle<:I by a lalt discoune of a reverl'nd l,relAte of (lur cburcb, ( mean th. Bi,hop of En
«,r', ACCe<B1011 St:rmoll of J 105 ... The dt'~ilCnatlOu lind appointment vf pMrtlcuhu p::nOJlI to Ihl! .wmiOl»t:(aUon 
~(tll~ govt'rnment, thit .i. bumBn, and the dlstributloll u~ tbe PUWl.: t u{ gllyerll~t'nt inw U(le or mOft! ht!8d., dill 
hkewl~e " bumI'll, thiS II the urdtnance 01 mlln only. wblch could not be uille.. people Were all liberty &0 0& on 
wh.t form tlJ t y plealed, and (,OIU.t'CIlU'OUy ~bef'l had ~n a time in which no forlllw". fixed. on, ",-ic:.b l.l".~ 
".lIed Ilnate of naturc."-OriS. Norf! 
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Reason< why t". Reclor if P-- took the Oath of Alkgiance to Killg If'il/iam and 
Queen Mary. 

Whether this grave piect' ~a!I written ,in)cst, or carnell,. it C0!1t.nin8 the ctL8uist.ry of mfl,uy Jaco-
bites . The oath. of allcgumcc to WIIhilm and Mary were composed upon 1\ IIheral and accom
modating J)rinciple ; being 80 worded ~M ,to leave many ~ ,"Iva ~nd loop-h.?le of excnse for tI~oBe 
who wished to compound between their mterest and their COOllClences. Sir J ohn Rerc!lby give! 
118 one instance, in n dignitary 0:£ the church :_H. It htlp~ned this d3y that [ met, with the Bi
shop of 5t I),mel's, who asked If 1 thought he mlghL sately t.ake th,. oUlhs of :dJ e~pance and SII
premacy, he hcing onr of the prelates who had hitherto stood out, knd were now cited to appear 
~fore the Hou~c' of Lords. I told him it were fittelt for me to be aavisea by him in such ~ case, 
and thnt certainly hiN own conscience could not bllt dictllte to bim I ight. But I fouod ne was 
already resolved, ~nd occordinglyJle went the next day aDd complied. M f'8D while the archbi
shop was t)b,tioale. in ~is refusnl, 8n~ would n~t 80 m~ch as rer;»air to the House of Lordi, dis
owning the tlulhotlly either of the klbg or parhBmeat.. -Memotn. p. ssg. 

WHEN a man is about to discourse a case of conscience, jt's not proper to tntertain 
the reader with compliments, or insinuate into him with slights of eloquence. but to re· 
fer his judgment fr~e and unpossessed to the consideration of the strength or weight 
of his arguments; and, therefore, without any formality or caress bestowed upon him, 
I fan directly upon the point in question ;-

'Vhether a clergyman, havlDg first t.aken the oath of allegiance to King James, and 
afterwards that to King William and Queen Mary, be thereby involved in the guilt of 
perjury I 

In order to the solutioo of this doubt, I shall slit it into three more: 

I. What we .. ere bound to by virtue of tbe oath of allegiance made to Kiog J arne.? 
2. What we are obliged to by the oath given to King William and Queen Mary r 
5. Whether Ihe obligation to tbe first may oot be thought to cease or expire before 

tbe otber was superinduced I 

To atate the firat of these, it will not be nec("ssary to traoscribe the whole oath ; but 
'tis sufficient to single out 8uch passages as are mOit liable to exception, and seem to 
contain such matter as we have/ut ourselves out of all capacity to perform, if we will 
be sincere and true to. the secon , and the assurances we" have thereby. given to the ac. 
cesao". And, I suppote, tbese are all from whicb aoy objection. can be raised . 

• ~. That we will ~o our ~deavour to disclose and make known to his majesty, &c. 
a~1 treuODI and traItorous coJlapiracie. which we .ball know or hear of to be against 
b,m. 
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fl. That we will defend him to the utmost of our power, against a\l cODspincies ud 
contempts whatsoever. 

3. That we will bear faitb and true allegiance to him. 

The first, that we will endeavour to disclose, &C. we have not put ouraelves out of. 
capacity to .perform; for this cannot be understood of open and avowed wars, or oblige 
us to take post, and travel sea and land, to Jet him know that his crown is assumed by 
another, and that there are mighty prepaRltion. to invade that kiugdom a110 which he 
has made his retreat, when be h .. already beheld enough with hi. own eye., and seen 
hil enemy encamped ·against him in the open field. 

But should I·by any accident be made acquainted with any private conspiracy against 
his person, to poison ~>r assa58i~a~ .him, or cut him off by a~y other clandes!ine or si. 
nister means, there lies no oblJp!lon upon me to conceal It. These are Wicked and 
iahu.man practices against the laws of arms and nations. I lmpia beJJa IU8cipitis, et cum 
tIfWUl /tQiJeatis, licilamimz htJ8tium capitll. And in this cue we have not promi&ed to 
keep counsel: for all obligations to secrecy must be understood with this exception, 
that the business they impart be no sin to be committed, for that we are bound to re" 
veal that it m~~ be prevented. Upon this principle the oath of aHegiance is founded ; 
which could e llI> bohl of a Romlsh priest, fOT whom it was chielly intended, if when 
he haa giVfII bit faith to keep the secrets of a penitent, he might not discover a trea
... nahle "eUga. And G.l"llet', plea ,baWd have hee.u admitted, who aaid, " He durat 
not inform of lhe .I"".der"'!'lot,beoause it waa oommueicaled to hIm uncler the sacred 
seal of confession. 

!I. We promise that we will defend him to the utmost of our power again.t all COn-
.piracies whataoever. . . 

As for defending bim from aU contempts, that is, that we will assert him to be our 
rightfUl IOverei~n prinee, not to hold hll crown by $e favour of the pope, nor to be 
dcpoaable by hIm or any other P'"'''''' or po",.r wbiltloever. Wbich doe. not oblige U3 

&0 be alway. arguing and pleadIng for it, but when it may probably do good ; and upon 
the concurreDce of such circum.tplces, they have expunged all that pasaage out of tbe 
latter oath, that we may not be abridged of thaI liberty. 

And to defend him from all conspiracies, ilO to watch the motions of all those whom 
we IUSpect to be discontented and dil8fiected to his gQvernment, or upon any account 
to incline to the disturbance of him, or to introduce any other person or power; that 
we will observe tbejr meetings and cabals, dive as much as we may into the matter of 
their CODsuItS; use all diligence first to inform oumlvea, and then the kin$ or his offi
cers, of .ny plot or practice that we \ballleam to be carrying on againlt h,m. 

And this IS all that this particular obliges UI to, a. may appear, J. because this is 
IIlfficiOQt for him. and bi, aecurity; and, !i/. because we I,ave no power or authority to 
do more. 

I. Beca .... thiJ is .uffici.nt. 1£1. plot be batched with never 50 much subtlety and 
.tratagem; let the confederates be never so numerous and .troog; if it come to .ligb' 
before it be put in e.x.ecution, 'tis, without any difficulty, or a.ny further assistance from 
us, easily baffled and disappointed. There need. no more than timely detection to save 
him from any danger or a!tempt against him. Wben the prophet had told. the King of 
Israel of the ambu.h that waa laid for him, there ..... uo fear but b. migbt escape it. 
And thell the \nfQrmer wu the real author of that deliverance, and may, wiu-t,.o., 
impropriety of .pooch, be >aid to defend bim, and ~ .tiled tbe !iIi.iour of the KIng and 
Nation. 

e. Private men have no power to do mofl'. SbOllld they ann or -';ate tiMmIcIv_ 

, 41",_ al"'d Q. Curt. IJb, .' 



~bout a"Y farther order or omnmiilaidn than this oath .of allegiance, though with & 

sincere purpolt to prevent. or etli:e, or dlSpene the conSplrators, tbey a.re pUUlshable as 
traitors themsel yes. 

Nay, to exceed a C?mmissioft a l.itt~e in. this ca!le, and with g~ ~uccess too, is not 
withtNt peril of our hvn.· Upon IDttmatloD that some of the prlDelpsi of tho~e who 
were engaged in the powder-plot were hovering thereabouts, the sheri ft· Qi Worcester 
!"&i ... the power of hi. country to apprehend them. They fly, ami he pursue.; but, not 
.ble to overtake them till they had eacoped beyond the bound. of hi. province, he still 
follows them into the frontiers of the next, and thore take. them prisoners. But for 
this good aervice he was forced to beg pardon, and in rigour·oCl,w had forfeiter! his 
life fur overpas.ing with his power the borders of his own juriodicti<m. For all his 
oath, the mOlt loyal subject. if but a private penon, can do no more with satety for 
the defence of his king than discover a treason: f~t that can never be accounted a 
branch of our duty or allegiance, by the doing of whiCh we incur the pain of death, 

. We never were obliged to more, and this we may still perform. 
5. We promise that we will hear faith and true allegiance to him. 
For the firat, it concerns those who hal'e enjoyed any offices or placet oftrusl under 

him, who are hereby bound faithfully to discharge the duty. and aervice belonging to 
them. And such, if they should enter into any new covenant/ or promise, to Cf'sse or 
forbear acting accorrliog to the tenor of such trust or commis!tion, have ho benefit of 
this apology; 10 t~e Poet's' Vision of Hell there was one apartment for tho~e, Qui'l"e 
tJrmiI stC1lti impia, net' 'Oeriti Dominorum jdlltre de.rlra#. llut lD relw.tioll to otherS) it 
signifies no more than truth and sincerity of 

Allegiance. And what that imports is the grand question, and supposed to be an in
luperable difficulty. The word being a term of art, th~ ju.t and Irue oaloe of which to 
UI may not be exactly known; it seems to die reBlOnable .nd necea.cy to refer it to 
tile judgment of those who are versed and learned in it: the lawyers I mean, who. in 
tbis calte, I esteem the most able cawista, for every man is to be believed and trusted 
in bis own profession, E'lpecially when there is little or no ditrerenc.:e ot opinions amongst 
the m .. ter. or prolesior. of it, but that they go unanimously one way. I could clearly 
acquiesce in this, without any conflicts; but since others. may think it not safe to sub
mjt to their authority, I will reolC1l1 a little about the notion of allegiance. 

Oue grave aod pioul autbor sends U8 much too far in the search, who would have 
ua to aeek it among the recorda of the oboolete Gotbic feudal laws, and IDfers that it 
must needs sigmfy at this day some active warlike endeavours in behalf of the so,.e,.. 
reiJlD; becaulle the tenure of those timea was, upon coBd,ltion that the tenant should 
attend hia lord to the wara. and the security the, gave to perform thia. was slVearing 
to bear true fai th aod allegiance to them. 

Had there been a controveny about tbe oeD,e of .. orne record or deed of equal date, 
there might have been lOme Ule of the criticism; but it is nut to be allowed 10 the in
terpretation of a modem statute. Many strange ablurdities woutd follow, if we were to 
expound wont. in present writings, according to thoir primitive and onginal use. How 
ridiculool did thi. moke 1110 Emperor Claudi ••• • "he.., In •• peoch and apology which 
he wade to lhe _. i\ ap~. tb., he took Llbertinu. tor the Bame man tbat it 
signified IP Il,. lim .. of ApplUa Cmcu.l I/fno .... , I,,",poribus Appj, el ,killeep' aliq •• n
diu, l.berlillOl,ucttJl,."" iJmU qui fllDnumilterenlur, sed ingenuOI e,r IllS prucrttJtos. He 
that ilea" the name of tyr.llt 1l0W, SUppo1C:1 him to be SODle savage beast or mODster 
ratber \baa a rna.; "pri_ cbat employ. all his power to cruelty and opprc.,ion, that 
regarda no laws but t1ioa. of hi' own lus18, tbat trample. omd insults upon the lives and 
~Deo .f hi, vuealt wid> prick &lid pleuur.. )Jut Ume was whonlt Was no scaodal 
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or reproach, a title Qecoming tbe mqst moderate .and indulgt\lt mQnar!'h. And bY .thi$ 
rule, clemOllcy and tyranny ,llOuld signify the same thing; which, accQrding to (be 
idiotism of our days, are quite contrary. 

But, supposing that the name should, thrqugh many successions, ac.lhere to the same 
tbing, there would arise great incongruity betwixt them i be<."3use that individual to 
which it i~ so inseparably united, would in process of time differ from itself. So that 
if the same word should be appropriate still to the same thing, yet that, because it un· 
dergoes many alterations, transformations, and decays, caullot be tightly apprehended 
by one unalterable notion. Because the things are subject to so much vicissitude and 
change, if the words or names continue the same. there mU&.t needs be some dispropor. 
tion. Rome was once a sm.:dl street of shepherds tents, she grew to be oue of the most 
sumptuous cities in the world, is now much fallen from her magnificellce aga iu; yet, 
in all these variations, she retains the same llame. Now, he that sbould frame tq him
self an idea of that city, in \he Case it stands, by the descriptions he meets auout the 
reign of Augustus, would be as much mistaken on one hand, as the swain that mea- . 
sun:d it by his mantua was on the other. Nothing in this world continues in the same 
state and posture; but if any thing be more moveable and transient than anfi)ther, it 
is the afHlirs of government, ancl the terms and forms that depend upon it. 

Now, after so Illany~and great revolutions as have happened to the government, and 
such exchanges and regulations as have heen made of the revenue. and other laws re
bting to the support and maintenance of it, when ~he tenure itself i~ extinct, the mi
litia otherwise settled, the knight of tile fee by act of parliament excused from going 
himself in person, it cannot be that allegiance should yet be equivalent to what it was 
in the reign of King Arthur. 

Yea, I must advance furthe\·"and affirm that there is no conclusion can be drawn 
from a word, because there is no ncce~sity that it should be taken in the full latitude 
of that which was the received sense at the penning of the statute. For every single 
term does increase, or abate of its natural force, by the structure of a sentence, and the 
influence of other words that are joined with it. That sentence may be corrected or 
restrained by other paragraphs or provisos in the same statute; and that statute ad~ 
mit of several limitations from other Jaws, made before or after it. The author gives 
some indications that he is a divine l and then he cannot be ignorant, that to make a 
light and sound interpretation of a tt:xt. it is not sufficient to know the etymology of 
the words, but we must seriously weigh the context, compare it with other places of 
scripture, and the acknowledged principleR of faith; all which were vain and fruitless, 
if words were to stand inflexible in any certain and natural sense. [hopet therefore, 
that good man will give me leave to say, that his argument from those barbarous laws 
is not conclusive. ' 

It will from hence likewise follpw, that I nred not trace it through all the labyrinth. 
of the law; for I think a few considerations will evince, that the oath of allegiance does 
not oblige us to any actual military service. 

1. We can Dot have a judge of more credit or authority in this cabse than King 
James. in whose reign. and for whose security against his subjects of the Romish per
suasion, the oath was enjo~ned. And he in his apology for this oath does often de
clare, that nothing more is intended by it than bare obedience. AnJ, upon that ac· 
count, does exaggerate the injustice of the pope, who by his breve forbad the catho
licks to take it.. And looks upon that as a command to them to rebel, as if there were 
DO medium betwixt that and allegiance; and saYSI that if they did not design that. 
they might !tafdy make profession of jt. 

Nor dues tbe oatb ,eem to be framed for tbe sake of thooe that would take it, ;but 
to discover those that would not. Rather that ,uch might be excluded from all em
ployments, than that the king should make us. of their oervice. The philolopher say., 
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it .is a foolish thing to capitulate 'and iotreat (or that which is in our own power and 
hands already SiDce the-ref ore the king had powpr before this, when his occasions 
called, to summon anrl comptl them to go for or with him t9 the wars, it was al toge. 
ther superfluous and vain to extort a promise from them to do thot which he might 
assure himstll' of by more effectual and compendious means. The truth is, _hat the 
desi~n and purpose of It was, to take care that none .huuld creep into omces or com .. 
mands, who, when op~rtunity offered, might revolt and betray him. • 

2 It is common to make acts of parliament tor the natu;<l hzing- of ,tra gef8, after 
which naturalization 'they become, to all intpnu aoci purpost"s, as natural born suluecta, 
aDd owt' the same faith anct allegiance; yet all foteignets must of nece8sity be the na
tural subjects of some other sovereign prince or state. E'\ther theretiU1: the king aDd 
the houses deal very strangely, in bestowing that upon them as a fin'our and pri\'llege, 
which they knnw must unavoidahly involve them iQt'o ttla.t black SIll of treachery and 
disloyalty to one of thC'ir 80verciJlll lords; or else, allegiance must in their judgments 
be something payable to two seve-ral princes, thotl~h they should chance to contend; 
which can be nothing but neUirality. or non·opposition ; for it is impossible he ~hould 
be active on both sirles, unle"s as a fugitive and t.iesertcr: or. if he couM, b\' ad i:ering 
to thdr enemies, becomes dislOyal ami rebt'liious unto both .. Or else. the obliK'ltion to 
]1is ancient lord must be supposed to cea~e and expire. upon thts new stipulallon of bis 
subject. 

s. If aH('giance did require the-bearing of arms, then would. it be a capital crime nst 
to accept a commission. Indeed, to decline it in time of danger, may bring upon a 
man the reproach of a coward, or the su~picion of beinl;t ,II alfectecl to IllS m:tjrsty'. 
person or inu-rest; but surely no intii('tment lies agai,~st him for peljury, or attainder 
for treason, unless under such a tyrant as Domitiau. whom Xiphlhn T('ports to have 
pllt Herennius Senetio to death, for nu uther rea .. on. but becau~e after the qure!itorship 
he never sued for any higher office. Upon the news of aQY navy scen uff the coasts, 
or some insurrection in the bowds of the kingdom. if every man were buund to repair 
to the camp, or list himself at the fint beat of drum , there would be a strange conflu
ence of people, more in danger to be called in qnestion for a riot, than hkeJy to be 
commenfied tor their loyalty. Aud if all that are Jeft behiud must l,e accused, traitor 
will be a title tor the most. and wisest, and best fIlen of the natIOn; anu there are none 
truly 10) ai, but a few bankrupts, debauchees, ragmen, and the vt"r) B('lIm of the rahble. 

WheD a proclamatioll, in these cases, is issuelt ouf, anfl prott:sses to prescribe and 
teach us our duty exactly. it retluires no more but that we .hould uot ald. or abet; 
that we shoule! not adhere to, or any way a:,sist the king's encnlles. or the like: hut 
never, that we shoult l desert our se\"t!ral vocations; or that the sh~(lherd shuuld leave 
l1is :,heep in the wilderness. and go down to the baltle. 

Nay more, he tholt hWi been listed and inrolled the king's soldier, that has bet> n in 
actual service, aud afterwards flit'S from JllS colours, shall only be prosecu ted as a fdon, 
not impeacht:~ of treason; nor shall hiS indictment fun. fnf having done any thing con
t rary w his allegianoe:' anu if the t()rsaking of his colours be not the crime, the stay
iug at home is lurt·ly less criminal than that. 

4. Th< church of England has been alway. eminent for th~ loyalty of her principles. 
Upon thIS .he justly value"8 herself, and her SOliS pay her due honour and veneratIOn: 
For this &he creates henetf many enemies, who asperse her as a par.uite and flattner of 
princes. Even the). who are the parties concerned, applaud her for it; and one wno 
proft-ssf"d he would suft'~r no diminution of his prerogative, gave her this testlmony) 
thiIJ: she II.scrilJed euougb to monarchy. Yet, aner all this, have I never found that she 
carried tbe puint a jot higher than non-resistance. 

'7 H. VlI. J. 
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5 Every law Qr statute. 0)1<)0 """cled or .""eivc;d, ~II'~ qeoUDIlO ill to""" tiD it.be 
abr~gated or aDnulled. And th"fefo", all .ubljl(jlleDt aotB, where the", il DO clau .. of 
repeal, must be \lnderotood w~h .~bmi,sion to tkQOe ... ior I~w.. Aad in this .tatute 
for the oath of allegiance, there b .. og no .yll~l>I, to.evacu.ate ~ny an •• ellt I.WI, .t muot 
need, leave us in possession. of all our legal privi\egJ;s. Now, clergymen were ~"empt
ed from all martial service, both by statute and ~on law. 

The .tatu~ of 19 Henry VII. I: whiob did oblige alloothers (of lIl.h ~te and te
nure) to attend the royal 8tandard, when the king goe. II> war in penoll, provid .. that 
it sbaH not extend to any spiritual perlon.· Thert' were several canons then iu force, 
that forbad them, uuder heavy censures, the beuing of ~a ~ several coo&titntioDs re· 
quire they 8hould be 80 abstemious from .pilling of blopd ; that they should 001 give a 
vote nor concnr to the sentr.nce that may touch the life or limb of &uy criroinaJ ; much 
less do they allow t~t we Ihoulq becQmt! executioners, a.nd imbroe our haude in the 
blood of reuels in the field: ·N .. j..: this seems to be a law of nations, for tbe heathens 
always spared their priests, and upon what exigence soever they made new levies. never 
offered to <.lraw them from the service of their idols. T11ese are fundamental articles in 
all religions: That the worship o~ God should be continually attended, that ~rjfices 
and praise should be offered at his altar, without intermission; and that the hands of 
those who are to nfficiate at the sacred rites, should be innocent and clean froll) the 
blood of all men. Therefore, since there were sllch laws in being, and this latter sta
", .. te must be so ex-pounded as not to derogate from them, the oath of allegiance cau
not oblige us to.oa1lll1. 8word nor spear, or fight in the behalf of an injured and QP-
pressed "king. " 

And. if it do not oblige us to any actual ,~ice, there is no clashing of oaths; for it 
ia not imposaible to be patient; whi!e the competitors dispute it; nor does it imply any 
c:ontradiction for Amyclaa to sleep .n hI. cottage, while C"",.r and Pompey are ready 
to join battle, and try for the fortuD~ of the world in the aqjacent fields. 

But this will be thought tQ pinch .the prerogative too much, and reduce the sovereign. 
jnto an evil state; to leave lum destitute of sufficient means to subdue his rebe1s, or 
resist the force of any foreign ad~.ersary j and exposc his kingdom as an e~ prey to 
any that shall have the courage to invade it. 

If this were a necessary consequence I should be ashamed of the premises; but there 
are provisions enough for the defence of the crown and realm, though tht:ae principles 
were granted to be true. Though there be too many that pretend t() the office, and 
are of late endowed with the liberties and immunities belonging to it, yet all the king
dom does not consiat of priests de jure or defacto. Were all those who 8re'in real Of

ders excused, there would be hands enough found for all the employments and services 
of waf. Therc are certain standing guards, and a militia settled by law, in the judg
ment of the great council of the Jand, sufficient for both the purposes; at least for or· 
dinary occasions. And if any extraordinary require an augmentation and increase of 
their num~r, there never wants mtn enough that are ready to embrace the aervice. 
There are al ways to~ many in that indigt!nt and neceeaitoua. condition, that for 'protec
tion and present mamtenance would be glad of any adventure. There are abundance 
of idle persons, who, not w.lling to endure the fiiltigue of a manual trade, or other cor· 
poral labour, ~ilI account it a preferm~nt ~ be atti~ like ge.lltlc!men, ao? domineer 
10 a country village, though once or tWJCe ID a campaign toc:y hazard their lives in a 
fight. Some out of stoutness of heart are pleased with the .port; they seek occasion 
to signalize th'emselves by acts of valour. and to cut out a fortune with their swords; 
lome oul of love and loyalty to the prjpce,.and many becawe they esteem it tbeir own 
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iO ereat to support tbe government. For wise men al .... ys, and foob when Illey have 
pais for. tbeir learning. "ill joio together as oDe man, to ~pel any ~t' should invade 
his dommions from abroad, and subdue all those who eegm any sed1tlOD, or offer to 
disturb aod diosetUe bis affairs at bome. All whicb mustered together woal.d make a 
formidable army. 

Or, if aU the .. should faU .bbrt, he may make up bis levies with a presa: And then 
the officers by their oath., .0 well as antecedent duty, (and the ""\IHnon ~ers at the 
peril of death,) must not ~rt their commander., (which to meo of tha~ality i. a 
firmer bond than the fear of rerjury, or senae of aUegiance,) are obliged to be t,* and 
faithful, and to staud and fal by him. W. alSO fight with our'pi.itual weapons, pray
ers, .aDd tears; with these we assault Heaven, and beseech God Almighty, who 18 the 
giver of aU victory, to cover the head of hi. anointed, to defend his person that rules 
by justice, and p~per big arms tbat fights in the, iJ~sary defence of a righteous 
cause. Upon these terml the 8Overei~ is as safe as laws, privileges, or human stren~h 
can 1/Iake him. And had all men in tbeir ""eral stations thus discharged their duties, 
I am persuaded that I bad never been put to make this apology for a second oath of 
allegiance. 

2. What ... did oblige ourselves to by the oath given to Kidg William and Queen 
Maty. : ' -

And because tbis is contrived in more general terms, and so may.seem to be more 
large and comprehensive than the former, or at least give occaaio,ll to more doubt!,-I 
think it convenient to enquire, I. In whose sense it ought to he .ktn 1 2. What tbat 
sense of it is ? 

I. In whose senae it ought to betaken 1 ~'or although it be commonly received as 
a maxim, and argued fCGID u if it were a principlf' beyond all dispute, that it ought to 
be taken, or must oblige us to the sense of the imposer, and die satisfaction that he ex
pects by it, I cannot let it ~ without examination. There are two admirable au· 
thors tbat affirm th. 'luile contrary, H. Grot. and Bishop Sanderson. 

The first say.,1 in ""lIw "magis intetpretcmur contra eum 'lui legem dtdit, and lib. ~. 
cap. (lQv § g6. comrd ""dilo~m, contra tum qui conditiones docutus est. 'Vhere there 
is an'"! "bl it muat be construed to the disadvantage of the lawgi><er, the •• Uer, or 
any Dlati"who apake or compoaed the words, or drew up the form of the cootract. The 
biShop A_he 841De,· the swearer may take the advantage of an ambiguity, because it 
behoved the lqp.lature to h""e taken care thaL his meaning had heen set dOlVn in more 
plain and unexceptionable ternlS. • 

The style of an orator (.aid an eminent one') .hould be pers\,lcuou. and clear; he 
must make use of common and simple worda, Clispose them In a natural and easy 
olller, ~-that f!'Ven "be ignorant aDd ~Dskilful might apprehend him. Quare IW/J ut in~ 
teJlig"e pos.it. lotiJlllftJn possit '"»I intelJigere t:ttrtndum. He must take care to speak 
not that the bea .. " may understand him, but they caD not mistake him. 

Mw:b more ja it incumbent upon Ja\t~maken; and they- seem to be conscious of 
this, when utton all occa.Aions they muster up sucb a nember of synonymous terms, or 
such .. aID(Ingst which we oan see but small diversity. Aa in the beginning of the 
former oalb, .. I do .t,,!17.~~ w.cerely acknowltene, profess, testify, and deelare." 
They woul.d 0&1 thus aooIiD<I in words, deorend to sucli minute distinction" but tbat 
theY kU(>w it ID be their duty to exolude an cavils, and prevent every taUacy, to block 
up the '1D&lIest nemse, at which aoy. though never so subtle, that i. npt willin/: to be 
beld, may make hia ..... pe; aod allow it as an undoubted privilege of tbe .ubJect to 
take ~ utmoot incll.f Vlat lil>eny of whil:b tIIey bave not plainly deberred them . 
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To oay ab.olulely that every oath should bind in lhe sense of ~he .imposer, .e~. to 
me most irrational. A II words in the world are equivocal, may ~lgnlfy ,lICveral thlDgt; 
there may be amphibology in every sentc~D('e, and the construction of I~ made aeve,ral 
ways. and the imposer. Play. have 8~ch f1i)(ht& a,nd f~tches as a ~ulgar Simple c~Jlaclty 
could not couC't'ive or ,magme. W ht'n the ob\' IOUS and appt'Mflllg sense contains 110'" 
thing Lut what is innocent and 3hrreeable, he Dlay have snch, a rest'r\'~ . and secret 
me-aning a. the ~weartr wouln abhor, and by no mean~ have dlgE"5U:d, '~It h.ad been 
fairly ('xpn·ss(·d 10 words at length. And now shall hiS soul be caught In this snare, 
and he ht.' prljurrd if he do not act according to that unknown altitude? This has all 
the RbsurclilieF of an implicit faith, or swearing with o.n &c. It i("art's a man 1'10 secu
rity of promi:,i'\lg any thing; puts a man's conscience into the custody and power of 
another, \\ ho may throw the guilt and ain Dvon his soul in spite of all the sincerity and 
innocenry of his own intentiops •.• 

It would be of as ill consequence to leave this liberty of interpretation entirely to 
the swearer, who by this hrlp nlight evacuate the force at' all obligations. So that there 
could be Dothin~ transacted bet ween a govcrllor Bnd his people, but all society must 
dissoh'c. Ant.! It will be a hard matter to fix and divide the right of interpretation 
justly and exactly betwe~n them. But ,this I th,ink willl~ot. he denied, that it is suf .. 
ficient to swear It that sense that I IIC'1Ieve the Imposer dId lDtend, or would be con .. 
tent to be undrrstood in. It is not iDlpossible but there Dlight be amongst them a 
d6uble meaning; perhaps thry might nllnce the matter, so that the scrupulous mig:ht 
swallow it; and yet wish tbat it would K<> down with otiH:rs in greater goblets. '1 his 
1 take tb be certain, that God has given me reason and jUtlgmeut, and appointed that 
to be my rule and guide. which can never CE"Jtaillly inform mt' what are the thought. 
and designll of another, or what'he may inteuollDd mean; only this 1 Dlay be sure of. 
that 1 am persuaded this is his meaning. ' 

This premised, 1 declare my firm opinion to have been, that the imposers of this se
cond oath expected nothing that was iDcon"istt'nt with the formf"r. 

1. De.cause most of them Jar under tile sanlt:' ohllgation to it that we do. And that 
80 many persons of wisdom, Integrity, aUtt Ilun(Jur. (though wi1n a mixture of some 
that perhaps deserve DO such character,) should fleliherateJ) contrive to perjure them
selves first, that so they might ensnare the nation; no reason, no honesty, DO charity 
will permit me to suspect. In scripture we sometimes meet with pauage8 tlJat 8«m 
repugnant to common reason and discretion, cOhtrc.r), to the analoJtJ of faith, and to 
good manners i but when we are satisfierl that cannul be- tht' true and genuine mt'aning, 
then \4(' admit of any criticism th"ll will re('Oncile it with all those. Let U8 deal 
here with the same candour, and the cuntrove1'8Y will be at an end. Rf'bO~Ve that 
such an honourable assembly could de!Sign nothing 10 grossly wirked, and then there 
will De\'ef want ways and expositious to accommodate the difference betWeE'D the 
oath •. 

i. There are strong reatons to believe that they want no more in tbis than the other; 
forI 

1. If he be aCknowledgt<d by all the advocates of the cause to be only king d. faeto. 
why it sbould include more wben referred to him, than it did to tht' rightful aad na
tural prince, 'is a riddle, or rather a thing 10 irrational as nobody can .uppose. 

i. In the preamble of the act, it i. called the oath uf allegiance or obedience. And 
from that, 1. ~ infer, that by allrgiancc ie hleant DO more tilan obedience. i. I shall 
provf' that th:, obedience can be no more than passive obedience. 

1. I gather from the order of the w.ord •• aUegiance or obedience, that .1Ie~ ,io 
~1I0 more than obedience. • 

The orator' does caution hi. youog .cbolar, Ne/ortwri IUbjungatKr olig.nd iraji,..i-
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us, ut ,acriiego fur, aut latroni petulan,. After he has accused a man of sacrilege, be 
must not add. or simple theft, or any word that may lessen or extenuate what went be~ 
fore. Nor w~uld only SODS of art, but even the rudest ears be sensible of the absur
dity, if any man should .0 .peak. Tbe countrymen would be apt to ridicule a judge, 
that should condemn a prisoner to be hanged or whipt. Who would be so foolish, if 
he understood the degrees of honour, to direct a letter to Sir Philip Sidney" Esquire? 
No man could think it dvility or sense, when he has saluted a person by a"better ti
tle, to foist in a second which shall recant and degrade bim. \Vhen any man does 
multiply single ternls, and join them after this manner, it must either be, I. Because 
he thought the first intricate and obscure, and would explain it by 9ne of more fami
liar URe, but then the last must be of equal value; or, 2. It·falls somewhat short of his 
intention, and AO would amplify it by another of wider comprehension; or, 3. he has 
overlasht himself a little, and offers another to corre~i and restrain it. In all wl'ich 
cases the latter must be full match for the first; and t'herefore in this place, allegiance 
must signify no more than obedience. Rut all this while I have gained no ground, if 
obedience must be universal and active obedience. Therefore, 

2. This obedience must be but passive obedience. In a kingdom thus constituted, 
where the king is to govern by law, and the people so impatient of a few arbitrary ex.· 
cesses, it cannot 'be thought t.hat they have invellted him with Nch a prerogative, that · 
we should all be sworn to obey his single command. And if it be in tbing. only ac
cording to law, that. would be obedience to the laws, not to him. But whether to one 
or the other, indefinite, universal, active obedience cannot be proper matter of an oath. 
The flattering courtier, who moved to have it passed into law, that whatsoever the king 
hi& master did should be right and just, deserved to be hissed out of the society of wise 
and sober men; but this would be something worse,. for we must either swear that it 
is so, or that we will ouey if it be otherwise.' This is a deifying a human power, as-
cribing to it the divine perfections; nay, in some measure, advances it above God him~ 
self, not so much as reserving to us the liberty of paying our duty and allegiance to 
him; active obeclienc.e cannot be the thing intended. 

Amongst the eastern nations, where sovereignty was at the highest ele~tion, non
I'esistancfl was all that was expected: Else, in those days, when they did almost adore 
their kings, Teribazus had not been so renowned for his loyalty, of which he is cele. 
brated as a singular example; became, that having his sword in bis hand, and able to 
have made a good deftnce against one that weened about to assault him, yet he dropperl 
his weapon, yielded his hands to be manacled as soon a~ he. heard that the aggressor 
had the king's warrant to apprehend him. 

But this does seal and conlinll all. That the judges, when the oath has been ten- -
der6d in their courts, have admitted of these explanations, been content with the pro .. 
!Dis~ of quietness : An~ neither king nor parliamen\ ever sent them any reprimand for 
It, or brought the swearers to any further test. 

S. There are some presumptions that in this second oath they might rather design 
something less. A slave that has been manumitted, may hire himself out for a year, 
in both ClUell bere is master anti servant; but it does not imply the same authority on
tl'k one part, lIor oblige tbe other to the same subjection. A widow takes husband, 
wbo become. a lather to bcr former cbildren; but tbey are not obliged to regard him 
in aU respects as their Batural parent. Many times- the same words may be retained, 
and yet must necesa.ily lIuffer some alteration and abatement ill the sense. 

All language. arc defectiYe, bave not words justly adapted to every ·thing, rel.tion, 
'¥ .ccideot. Cic.,...· .. ,., that tbe Greek. had no equivalent for i7l1lOCe1llia; and Sr
neca,~ that the Roman. lwl nODe for ~lI'Oe("', and Quintilian+ could Dot translate ;".~~ ; 
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every age prodQce. strange junctures and occurrences, which whosoever would .spr ... 
mwt have recourse to words that are alrE.'ady in use. But forasmuch as it mUllt be 
the proper name of another thing, to which this new and anonymous thing is not pa
rallel, therefore must it depart in some measure from its old .ignification when applieol 
to thi .. 

Her/! w" a case for which there w .. no precedent; and it is plain they were at a 
sland for want of words adequate to it. The king w .. withdrawn, and the nation left 
in such disorder they knew not what to caU it. They pitched upon dereliction, or ab
dication, not that elther of tht$e were commensurate to the state of the business, but. 
none could be found drat came more home to it. They do 1Iot deny many things tu 
have been irregular and different from ancient form. of proceeding, yet they retain tbe 
same names. A convention, not summoned by roy-al wrlt~ bears the name of a parlia.-. 
ment; a person, not our natural;bom prince, is shied a king; the caution \vhich they 
give this king is called allegiante: but aU these, with some .mall strain and cODde
scension from their true importance. It troubles a governoleot to deviate from former 
terms, and of ill consequence to innovate even in words. It wae one point of Tibc:
rius's policy, see/era nuper "eperta priscis 'Verb;" obtegere! This is certain, that though 
they had designed to IJIoQerate and abate something of the old allegiance, they could 
not have given it ,ny other name. . 

ll. Let it be remembered bow many matenal pasaages are left out of the oath, as the 
r~cognition of hi. just aDd uDdoubted right, with which allegiance seem. to have a 
near alliance. And as the cause is manifest why that could not be contioued, so it ia 
j>8lpable that this abstract, the .. feW words which they have selected, caDnut have all 
the force aDd tffect of the whole, unless we must suppose that the parliameDt hod 
espoused the principle of CarDeade .. that tbere is no such thing as ju.tice, no differ
ence between right and wrong; or else, ihat the cancellin)! of a book i. the same thing 
with the demaDding of a debt, aDd abrogamus with .tatulmUG. 

S. Observe what account the present and modish commeDtators have given of all~ 
glance. Infinite numbers of tracts and pamphlets are every day published and spread 
abroad, which labour to persuade us that allegiance is no more thaD obedience to a king, 
while he rules according to law; that jn many cases it does not binder from resistance, 
and the like: now, that these notions are DOt disallowed by the law-makers tbemselves 
seems probable, 

I. By their constant connivance at a thiDg so notoriou8ly known, and wbich it so 
much concerns them tu punish and suppress, if they did not approve it. If it be well 
argued that the court of Rome must have a secret likiDg of the seditious doctrine of 
MariaDa, aDd other jesuits, because the book. have been published in some remote ca
tholick countries witbout a censure, how much more may we infer, that our govern .. 
on allow of such measures of obedi&ncc and submission when they are written by their 
most inward favourites, their most able champions, spread upon every counter, and 
cried in every street? ., What a man &ee8, and yet shews no resentment at; what he 
hears, and does not reprove wbere he baa authority; he i .... ppooed to ratify aDd COlI
firm." Numbers xxx. 4. 

2. Because it i~ for their advantage and iDtereat, a~ that carrie. a strong preaump
tion of their likiDg and consent. When any wickedness is colDmitted whereof the all
thor is uDcertain, enquire to whose account it turns, to whom tbe benefit accrues, and 
y?U may conclude he did it. em protkat. sceIru is ficit." Now were the people con
Vinced that ~hey wer~ clearly absolved or d .. e~ fro~ all duty to their forme, kjpg. 
they had gamed a POlDt that would ~Dduc:e more to their settlement, than alllbW , .... 
. JI&IU'ODB and policies besIde.; aod Nn"" tbeae are tbe ODly arguments or .~1i<AY 
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that caD make it good, they JIll, wen be tbologllt willing that tbi. should be the stan
<lard of allegiance. 

After all this 10m. will .till urge, t~ this reciuce. it i~ atoms, .makes i.t but. a no
ble and empty nothing: or, that this w,U not seC1Sl'e them from ti,e" enemies w,thout 
aa.sistance, and then it is but mere delusion. 

If it do Dot afford them all the sati.filction and assuraDce that they could "ilh, yet if 
it yield as mucb as the matter will bear, it i. not to he condemned: yea, perhaps this 
conduc~ most to th~ir peace and safety. 

I. Because if they should in.ist UPOD any further demands, and require not only pa
tience and submission, but active service and assistance .. it would ma.ke a dangerous 
rupture, compel a multitude of considerable persons openly to dissent, and to study and 
labour for another revolutioD, who now would sit down quiet, and, as Photinus advises 
Ptolemy, Fati, acexde deisque;' so these would yield- to tlle torrent, and commit all to 
tbe providence of God. 

i, To carry those to fight agsioot a king de.jure, who were obliged to him by oaths 
and all the bouds of allegiance, is to shew an ill light, and give a dangerous example 
against themselves. For the same persons, when the wind turqs., may think that they 
have:: as good warrant to rebel against any other to whom tlrey' have sworn it. They 
would frustrate the oath that is made to themselves, if they woulu· have us to beJieve 
that to-bear arms against our late soverei~ is no breacb of allegiance. Should they be 
taught that tbis i. no violation ohheir fa,th to him, they would scarce apprehend that 
it could be a morc strong or insolvaule bond to their most gracious king and queen. 

s. They will need no active assistance from us, for they will find other hands and 
instruments to maintain their possessions. and defend their crown and dignity. If they 
suppose that allegiaDce does oblige men to act ~nd figbt in the behalf of their sovereign, 
it can never be fit for them to employ either those who take the oaths, or those who 
refuse them, in any action or design against him. A traitor can never be trusted, and 
be that bas heen false to his natural lord, will never keep faitb with a stranger; and be 
that will be true, can he no frieDd to a violent intruder. They can put no confidence 
in either of these, but must strengthen themselves with foreign aids and alliances. 
Bauds or mercenary aoldiers must be introduced to do the execution, if we will be but 
quiet spectators of the quarrel. So that this negative notion of allegiance contributes 
more to tbeir safety than a larger would do. 

But let the compoaers, or parties concerned, intend what they please, be tbat, to 
clear the doubt, doe. declare In tbe magistrate that he would only be undastood of 
patience and submission, is in conscience bound no further than his own nedaration. 

Let it not he said that I must be supposed to take it in the I'ublick sense, maugre 
any addition or explanation of mine. For words do but signify by contract, and obHgt 
me to make them good in no other sense, but tbat wherein he, with whom I treat and 
confer, and I, have agreed. And if men plesse to correspond by cypher, and to the in
tent tbat strangers may not atlain the aecret, will covenant that allegiance sbould stand 
for rehellion, and religion for atheism or impiety; after this, he that should use them 
in their common acceptation were a cheat and a liar. Nero would sometimes command 
t!wse tbat had- ofFended him to die at aD hour's warning; and if tbey made any hesita
tIon or doubt tQ dilpatch themselves, sent" physici ... to cure them. Ita erum 'DOCobit 
'DInU ",orti. 8rtltUt i~.· Now had this confidaut of his performed the command 
-diuir to the Idtu,. and, by wholesome and 'e&iODable applications, stopped the 
blood anil restored rhe ,life of tbe languishing di,favourite, be had plainly fal.i6ed with 
bi\ "!Uter. Or if thi. inltrll/Dcnt of hi. had given tbe emperor notice tbat if he were 
deild, the lign .bould be tIIat be if reoovered, he was no deceiver, if the emperor would 
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not 50 und.roland bim. Trutb requir6>Do more but tbat I do my eDdeavour to inv ... t 
my meaDing in such languRge, that the party may know the ro.1 thoughts and pur
poses of my soul. And if he will misunderstand me, be deceives him~elf. The govern
ors, in this case, moy question whether I have fulfilled the law, and ,f no~ they may 
still inflict the penalty, and proceed to deprive me; but can with no colour charge me 
with falsehood. I dealt faithfully and clearly with the bench, but whether they did 
so with the supreme, when they accepted of the declaration, let those who are more 
concerned, dispute. 

, ... Whether the .obligation to the first may Dot be thought to cease, or expire, be
fore the other was superind'lced /" 

When the e~pressions are mOlt absolute and positive. thE'ff must be sever,,} covert 
conditions implied, even in oaths. themselves. To set down all the cautions and restric
tions, or all the circumstance!> wherein they should be reputed invalid, is Dot possible; 
for as no human prudence can foresee all events, so no art can provide laws, or invent 
inexorable words, that will be equitable upon all emergencies and occasions: nor il it 
practicable, for the possible accidents are so many, that it would swell the oath of alle
giance to a vast book, of conscience; so many distinctions would make it rather Intrl
,'ate to many capacities, and immemorable unto all; it would trouble all transactions, 
perhaps give the captious more advaDtage to elude it, and scarce allow space in the 
courts to administer it. It is necessary, therefore, it should be summarily expre.ssed; 
but it is as necessary that there should be many resefvations understood. Now, that 
positive oaths must have some implications, the casuists prove from the example of 
Solomon," He swore that he would not slay Adonijab," 1 Kings i. 51, 5~, and yet 
cap. ii. v. 20, 2i, U he swore AdoDijah should die ," between which, if no eonditJOD 
was understood, there is evident contradiction. But the nature of the thing makes it 
apparent, that the first promise was upon a tacit supposition, that he should attempt 
nothing against the government, or else his pardon to be void, Ariston, I in Herodotu'l, 
persuades his intimate friend and companion Agetus, to enter articles in a froUek, and 
confirm them with 3n oath, to grant to each other anyone thing that they requested. 
Agetus pitched upon some precious utensil, and that done, Anston demauded his wile. 
Does any man think that Agetus was bound to perform? DymDus makes Nicomachus 
swear a- that he would never discover that secret which he was about to commit to him; 
then he declares a conspiracy against Alexander, which within three days was to be 
put in ext'cution: Nicornachus honestly and constantly denies that ever he gave his 
taith to conceal a treason. The oath of allegiance is liable to exceptions, as well as any 
other. 'frebouianus' swears to pay homage and acknowledgment for his Villa of Ita ... 
mola, and all the royalties of Panizza. to his landlord Calender. but if the land or pos .. 
seShions be aliened, or swallowed up in an earthquake, or drowned in the sea, ile is not 
bound to pay for that which is not. What is it that excuses these out equity? And 
where\'er there is equal reason, there is equal disptmsation. 

Thia, I SUPPf)SC, wHi be allowed, Sj is ad tUjU8 utililalem spec/tit eom UOllt, non lene ... 
hitrtf quijuravit. 4 The swearer is acquitted, if he to whom the right accrues will not 
accept, or is content to relinquish. Quitibet pott,t 1'enunClare juri pro ae ;'Jtroducto. 
Any man may wave or resign an interest, 10 which he bath the most undoubted rillht. 
King Charles the Second makes sale of Dunkirk; hi' ancestors, upon several treatiea, 
hav~ articled to surrender several tOWDS and counties to the King of Scots. : and though 
the inhabitants'mighl be his .wom .ubject., yet beiDg thus ali.ned and abandoned by 
him, are reltased from their allegiance. ADd as in a part. 80 in tbe wbole j for if Dio
c1eoian and Charles the Fiftb retire, and will Dot act in the affilirs of the empir., ~ 
subjects are not to be blamed that ... bmitted then"elve. to atben. ' 
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That this WlI the case, we have the te.tim9ny of two house. of convention, who 
mol'Ved it upon a mature debate. and upon that foundation la~d all the!, after proc~f'd. 
inl!" If it was not altogether voluntary, because the abaentlOg of hIs person nllght 
be the effect of' ajust fear. yet the stop put to the administration of affairs seems to 
have been done With more free consent; he could not be compelled to carry away the 
Jeals. All was done with an unwilling willingness; but if that would nullify il, no 
alienation could be valid •. When a prince delivers up, in pursuance of a treaty, sOllie 
town or country upon the frontiers of his kingdom. it i! only because he is distressed; 
and. were it not to prevent or compose a quarrel, which he fears would be more fatal 
to him, would never ha\'e resigned it. Ano, truly speaking, a nlaJl. cannot be neces~ 
.itated to do any thing. That which we call so, is but some hard choice, whrn we 
prefer a Itss before a greatpr mischief. 

But this I would not urge too far. If it be othe~\vi8e, the imposers have only de· 
ceived themst'lvts. For a promise upon a mistake, ot an «lath upon the presuml,tion 
of a thing that is not. leaves no obligation. Titiu8 and Sauina come to church to con .. 
tract marriage, but when the uridegroom has repeated his part. the damsel, upon some 
sudden instinct or repentance, does tinally refuse to say the co~nterpart. 'ViII any 
man llAy that Titiu!! is now become a husband without a witt! ? Tbe vow was of no force, 
because the supposition failed upon which it was grounded ;othat.his spouse would 
have plighted her taith to him afterwards. Upon these foundalions I raise this conclu~ 
sion. that there is no inconsistence between the two oaths: For if the matter of abdj. 
cation be true. the tirst is void j and if it be false. the latter. 

Suppose it to have been pure force or compulsion. if I might caU that a conquest, 
there would spring new solutions. But because the consequences to which that ollght 
be improved, would be too formidable upon another a('count, I let go the ad\'antag~. 

However. it is certain, there was a dislSOlutibn of government. The fountain once 
stopped. the stream uoes soon dry up; all such as he lefi: in authority refused. or 
w~re afraid to act; 80 that here was a perfect interregnum, or pure Atatc of nature. 
How would the Leviathan have smiled, to have seen his chimzra real? 

Things standing thbs. it was abso)utply necessary. there should be some- go\'ernment 
established. Anarchy is as much to be abhorred as a V(Jcuum in nature, to avoid which, 
every body makes haste to leave Ita: station. and moves contrary to the laws of its par ... 
ticular being. least the sides of the univtrlte should crack, and tall, and with its weight 
crush c\'ery crpature. So, to fill a vacant throne. anu save a kingdom from confusion, 
men may break through all Impedimtots. and the most sacred bonds must relax a little. 
All principles of religion and justice must bow to this, That there must be govern-
m~L . 

And if that be necessary, so are all those mean. without which that cannot be .1-
taiDed:' QuoniJo /u Q/i'luid alicu; concedit, concet/t>re.'Oic/etur et id. sine quo res ipso esse 
... n po/til. And theretore it was noc.ssary, that tbe sovereign power should be lodged 
in some body that might see to the execution of laws, and the administration of all 
affairs. It was as nece.aary they ahould pitch upon the penon; who, if he had not re
ceived it by votea, might hu'c claimed by a hIgher title. There is 00 room for a de .. 
bate, whether they ab.U cbose a candidate, who, if repulsed, i. able to take ali that ... e 
deny. and more. Cornelius went to the seoate. and. in the name of the army. demand ... 
ed the cODsul,hip fur Augustua;' while they demurred, he laid his hand. upon his sword, 
aDd said, if tbey would DOt make him consul, that should. 

I know it will be 'tbouRht this was Dot necessary, because there W88 another and 
better expedient; it haG Deen bllt rec&lling the king, and then all thinl!' would have 
rua in the right air""". But thia was not pos.ible. If tbe majortty did not like that 
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motion, wt.at could bam..lloyalty do JIIOIe 1 Such mUit aeeU fall in .. ilb the 1'e4t. 
Fit temer;Jatis QUeM cornu ,p"rina4, primo COtiICtUs, mo.r 'Otik ,jlfUtltrnl-t Or. jf all 
tbe convention .hould ha •• invited him back, tbere wa. no probability that he would 
have ",turned, while the sam. rub wu in the way which caused hi .. to withdraw; and 
who bad the power to remove it.? •. 

If a governor was neceasary, so .... it that be 4bould be king; oot only to indem
nifyall that had or should act, but to fit the frame of our law .. whicb are composed 
like Lysi" • • peech ;' you cannot alter a worO, but you will spoil the .ente""". There 
can no other title be subltituted in its stead. which will cobere with an cues and oc~ 
caslOns. 

It was neceosari this governor sbould be lubmitted to, and warranted against all 
uojust pretenders; and secured from those wbo enjoyed hi. protection, yet ibis could 
be called by no otber name than' allegiance. Nor could the law8 have taken hold of an 
offender in that point, underoan'l'other uotion. 

Many thingo seem harsh an unju.t, when we loolc at the last act only; which 
would change tbeir aspect, if we would begin at tbe bottom of the cause, ud follow 
it by the same steps it advanced. The stories which SuetoniUB reports of Nero and 
Claudiu., did .eem 10 a learDed lord' fabulou., aDd beyond aU belief; but when he 
met the same actir;ms in tacitus, invested with circulllstances of timet, persons, and in .. 
ducements, tbey were not improbable. The.e proceeding., and this aUegiance at which 
we boggle. could not appear so horrjd and strange, jf we would take our IItand a while 
at the necessity of government, and see by what a aeries of necessities they were led 
to tbe top and crown of aU. For, Necmilas non llabel legem. 

Obedience due 10 the Pl'es",t Kin~, nol'llJithstallding our Oaths 10 tile/ormer. Written by 
a Di'VIne 'lftltt Church 'If England. 

Anno \689. 

This Tract tum. upon the lame controversy .. which the preceding author ingenuou.ly lums 'up in 
the old adage, If Neceui ty bu Of> Juw." .. The matter of the oaths begat contro'Veny upon con· 
troveny, .oeLt-hat noL more for conlCience' than parW. lake : For though many weu..l11~ 
ing_clt!rgymen did actually ~cri6ce their Ji"jngs to tfieir ICrupJel, othert, wbu had. been the 
stiffel t auvocal« for nop·retlltance Bnd paesive obedieoct', 'bought 6.t to tatiJfy the law by u..... 
rerrio!, their. all~giaoC4!: from Kiog James to Kia~ Willi~, uuf endea.'¥oored to set • .dost OIl 
the Auafachon It gave tC1 themselves, h,y declanog preT1oualy, that they took the oatli. iJi DO 
other .COIe, than .. a pe6ceable Itlbmiulon to tbe.r.:wer. that were; "hkh, they would needa 
have it, they had authority fpr, evetI from the 1eli .'ute iurlf; .iDee they bad dropt the word 
rightful when the form wal under debate ; which they 'Would scarce have done, lllid they, if 
tbey hod not ,allowed \he di&tinclion between • king de ja&to aod a king • jwe. Now tIMte 
juror. found themael"et bet"eeD. two &rea:; f« .. diOle who ",&Uowed \he Oath "bole weald 
not aUow the aeute of it to be frittered --1, 10 ,bole that wboll,. nj~ _it tre,led tbe 
tewpori.en with aU tbe biuClDHI iuaatiaable; who in anawer to both alLedpd, that at p 

a Tacit. Hi,t. 8.. 
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deoce obliged them to coafonD. to the Jetter of UJe oa&b, -10 cooacience required them to give 
• it their own ipterpretatioQ. . " 
f' Among the nODjuroR weJe five of the ~ven bl.bopi who bad or Ia.te beeD called the seven golden 

candlestick. of the church, for ,the stand which tbey had ma~e in the late fl·ign ngainlt the re
ligion of the court; 11;%. CRtttrrbury, Ely, Chichester, Bath and lVell" and Pt'lE"rborough; and 
who probably believed that their. credIt with the peoille " .. 10 great that they cnuld turn the 
.cale of goveromenl II they pleated. With these joined Frampton of Glouce.ter, 8ad a. to the 
other two, 5t A_pu was at court, ~d Briatol dead. . .. 

U It is not to be ,uppolied that those 10 power were altogetber eMy UDder thIS .eparallQn, or With ... 

out lome apprehensions of ugly conaequencel; for which reason they proceeded Il' tenderly 
wilh them all possible. They first invited them to come in ; and when they found it necessary 
to pro('eed to ('ompullion, they began with III'p-enlion; after which they waited long before they 
pro(:ccded to depr'vlItion j and in the mean while plyed them- from the prf"sl with .rgllmentlJ 

l'CDlonstr.llnce8/ and every other battery which .ffecl! the .wod o~' mAn; but, ~ ~e ahall fi.!,d, 
without eftect: Those who had made the breacb reaolveti to keep It open; lind IDstead of bemg 
induced to swear as the J!lW required, endeavoured <at Joost. tlfeir eUJillarie. dill) to convince their 
half confori1Mng br("thren that they ought not to pray for those 01 their lawful aDd rightful go
vernors whom they refused to acknowledge 81 such in their oath of al1egiance."-lh,LPH,lI, 
166. 

I. THE oath of allegiance i. the expression of our natural duty to thc king (as the 
coronation oath is'of the regal; ' which in nature i" antecedent to it) 'tis especially ~g
nified in t}lfse words ;l .1 I will brar faith and true allegiance to his majesty, his heirs 
and successors, "and him and them will uefend against all attempts, which shall be made 
against his or their persons, their crown "and dignity," 

2. If the kins do manifestly separate his. person from, and engage it against his 
crowtr ann dignity, ao that we cannot defend them both j I mean, if hi s pe rsonal ac
tions, contrary to law, do directly and openly tend to the prejudice and spoiling of his 
crown and dignity, by his vuluntary su~jecting them to a foreign power, contrary to 
the plan and primaJl,f intention and letter of the oath; subverting tile legal constitu .. 
tioD, and enervating the vtr~' laws by whjch hi" crown i" aupported, his prerogative is 
measured, and the dignity ot the king, as such, hath its very being, as well as the safety 
of his people, is maintained; certainly in sU{'h a case, none caD be bound by thip, or 
any other oath, to defelld the king's p~rson, in attempts so contrary to the very reason 
and end of aU government. with the neglect of tlJe other part of our duty, which is to 
defend his crown and dignity. 

The oath of supremacy seems to direct us more clearly in this diffi~ulty; the words " 
arc, Ie I shan bear faith and true allegiance to the king's highness;" but how? it fol
lows, II and to my power shall assist and defend all jurisdictions, privileges, prehemi
Dences, and authorities, granted or belonging to thee king, or annexed and united to the 
imperial CroWD of this realm; thAt i., thus we are to bear faith and allegiance to the 
king. " 

... For if we should be bound to assist and defend his person, when it is, and as it is 
engaged..against hiB crOWD a.nd dignity, we seem bound, totu posse et totis v;ribus (so 
far defence ia expounded) to assist and cUDtribute to the ruin both of our king and 
country, and perhaps to the cutting of our own thro~ts. 

5. If any should imagine, that the oath will not suffer us to consider the person ano 
crown of the king thus divide<!, but that it bind. u. to assist and dtfend them toge
th ... : 'ti, true, wbile tbey are kept together. But if the king himself divide them, and 
"til become impolllibte ror us to assist his persoD but we muat betray his crown j nor 

• He .u.fbe ki,. betm W. aD-be bound to bim u such.-Ori&'. Notl. 
VOL. x. lip 
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defen\l.,bi. ~ wjtl101j.l ~fitog: l!> ... ooiol biB 'perioil: ttt .-y;' n .... _lre'l1M1M \0 
auiot aod d.(end both, make. a plaio "'pugnancy in the oath .. lfl io our'duty (to do 
aDd '"~A.o do the,qllll' ,thing) and co","",""""b" ti,. ubli"atiQO ceoaeth" . 
, (i. , t fN~ arc bound by I/ur al)cllill,llCe to ,u,i" tile f"'tso. of tho ki<1g, to the pre; 
ju~lJce 9t' i, crown and.peopJe, Jlet:Ollf I!()t.pnly Ito ~ agunst the light uf nature, the 
Pl'imar,. en<lorit being .t/ul ""ti:1y at hiol<inlJllom, aod tbe 18my of the kin~, but the 
ICCl;)nrlary eud of it; but DlOil agre'eab~ tu the knle-of. our antient and iear.rd lawyers, 
aod aho of the plain ackoQwJedgemtDt and profel!ioD. of &Dttent klUgs and plirli.
ment:.. 

King Henry I. five 'hundred years ago, told the pOp<'. Whil't 1 live the authorities 
and u~e. of tbe kingdom .""11 never he diminished: But If [ would .0 deba .. Dl) stlf 
(which God forbid) MagnQu. ""'; ef 10iM1 An!?i;'" p_p«i., ./I11D m..to fJ"lerentur: The 
lorll. And people of Eogland would, by no m.'an. sufter it. Aud Edward I. wrotle h,m
~ to ~e same purptlse. Besld~·. wit.h hiM consent, the lords and comUious 10 parli ... 
meDt, in their I~l~r W the pope. have these words, (' We do not ,permit. or in the least 
'Will ~rmit" (sicut nee posS14'l1fS nee debemu8) though our sovereign lord the king clo, or 
in the lead wise atteOlpt to do any of the premiscs (by owning the pope's authority, 
(ouelling his right to SC\)t~nd) so strange a thing, so unlawtul, prejudicial, and other. 
wise unbeard of, thnugh< the king himself would.'" Once more. on record In the fourth 
of Henry III. the commons declare, Si DOt/dllus Rcr tf Reg,,; majoru hoc 'Otllenl (A
dorner's revocation upon the pope's order) CommuHitM tamtl~ iplklS ingrtSlum in An. 
guam, Jlulla tellUI lustilltret. 

Now what's the meaning of all this? but that the king', !'C<"",al will, contrary to 
law, however expr~.s.sed ,(for it must be lignified by his wocds or ",etton,) if the l'f". 
formance of it would prejudice h'ls<crown &.no dignity. may ,oe ,resisitd. , Muchdell alit 
we.bound by our allegiance to aSiist or defend him in so doiBf.l i. r8a5f)Dl liaw"prl"\he 
Sense of our "otient kings or parliaments. .• ' .' ' ~~I , ' j 

. Oiject;Qn. But we .wear to dofend, not only the king, but hi. heWl 3lld I.",JIII ~ 
cessors. , 

4"swer 1. True, but hares 1101l est t-'ifJrnti6, and the succeuor in law ~1Id com.tion 
senae, is the person that doth actually &ucceed, or is io POS6e8lloa. Now, if the actual 
,uccessor be the lawful successor, we are bound by our oatlli to "dend, him; but , if 
he be not the lawful SUCCt>ssor, none else i8 fiQ, bt!cau8e none> else IS the 8ucceuor. lind 
f:wlStqueutly so far the object and re~on of our oal:hs ceasing, our obligatIOn by them 
ceaaeth, and we are bound to noue beside. t~ persQn iu poltielluon. 

i. 'Tis farther remarkable, that th~ugb the word lawtUl be once in the oath of su .. 
premacy, 'tis outy there wlu~re we swear faitu and allegiance in general; but, &S If 
)t , w~r~ intended that the subject should not trouble Ilimself about t.he title of the kiug 
iu beiog. whele that r.+.Uegiance is eKplaiofd wLth respect to pra<..'tice, the word lawful 
is lett out in that oath. It follo~1 there in theft ~di.- " Shall aS8ist and defend aU 
juri1!ldictions, It-granted or belonging to the kiD8's highness, his heiu and .ucr.eaor., 
wilhout the word lawful. And agreeable hereunto we find tbe word wholly 1<1\ out 
in the oath of anegiance, both in the san", ploce where- ,we .... "as. allegia.ce in gen .. 
raJ, as well as in the other place of our more particular duty j and it looka -as if tail 
was tlone d~ industria, for the ..arne reasoD, . uuneJy, that such at take the oaths 
might not think tho",selves buund thor~by to be 5Olicitous abont the tiUe to tho 
crown. . 

3. The Holy Scripture. oeem not to involve the conacieDCes of pri"ate Chrilti~. 
about prince. tilles; but expres.ly require their .ubjection to the po~'.rs that are, at. 

I Brae" Fleta. Ei.ft~ ~-Orif~ NoM 
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anu eDtI ..-.,. in_ of thaU,_i1ity anll'peaeeable lx!ha+;OIJf which their rt~ 
RgioD teachctb , thelll. . " . " . 

4. In the same Holy Bo<>ka we .r~ furthe~m.,.t pIMinlyadmonl.heiI; that (by what 
mUDS """'er ebtaiaed) 'tit '"God that putteth down one. 'llrid 'lIttU'tb 011 'indther;" 
and upon that, grOlmd .too we are .'rielly chargtd to aubmit to the pow"", that ate, 
becau .. they are ordainod of God. and 'hough ~h. apostle u .. 'the Word IE •• II.. I think 
none caD 'llIa!r",e he intendedoy it to determiDe the lawfuln ... of A\lgustuo' tit~. "ho' 
wao admitkd by th" ... uate; but rather to inforce that obedience that he pt .. ;eth the 
Chtlstiana to yielll. by this consideration. that all authority is from God; a~d ht'?ti 
true nature, and by God's" ordinance, intended for our good.' . ; 

5. The kftOWD .tat.u'e of II H.1. I. i. of the same illlport. and grobnried. we 'find, 
upon the hke reason and Holy Scripture; it gives us way to this plain il1ferenc~, \l'Iat 
the aame dUlY which Wt: owe to a lawful king. is Ip 'be.J>erformed I~ the king in ',,",
jog; that it, to the king ia poasenion; and that no otber king- or future parliament 
caD In reason,"law., or good conscience. upon any pretence of usurpa.tion in the posses .. 
or of the CroWD, or lilly disloyalty in the .ubjeet. charge ... with guilt. for ,,",ing br 
defending the kiDg in po .. ""aion. The subjects therefore might lawfuily fight lor him. 
and cOD,,,,!u.,,,I,. like the military oath; in reasoD, <by tho law of natu..,.,) in I.", by 
the,law of th.land; in all good con.cience, that is. by tbe I~w of God in the Holf 
SCripture!. . " 

. 6. Heregpon my. Lord Coke's 'words are notable: This act, 8a;th ht', (meaning"!S 
Ed. 111. about treason) is to be understood of a king in posst'ssion of th~ em\"n and 
kingllom; fo'r if there be a king regnant ill possession. although he be Rer de/acto 
and non de jur" yet is 'he Seigbior Ie: Roy. withm \,he purview of this It.alute; and 
the other tbat halh t>ight and is out of pOtJse'~ion, is'not within this act. 

Nay, saith be.,if lireallDO be committed agaiflst a king de lucto and 'Ion de jure, and 
after the king de jure come to the crown, be shall pUll1sh the treason done to the 
king d4 fac/O~, aad a pardou. gnnted by a king dejuro, that is not also defat'., i. 
void. In.,. s. I. p. 7.. . 

Now, if bf the law cKthe laDd. which I think i, our only guide in suth ca .... trta-
80n may:be committed agamst a king that is so only by poasession, without right; aod 
c&n'DO't be c::ommitud aRainltt him that hath right, and not pos!)tlSion: Seeio,:t he is Dot 
within the purview of Ihe statute, sure we cannot reasonably be thought to be entan
«led in such • str~t as to be bound by our allegiance to commit treason, which we 
canDQt presume the king in (,Qastlsion will panlon, and the law tells us the king tbat 
hath right only. caD DOt. Who, thtrefore. would question our lilrerty to he trlle and 
fald~ful to the king in possetaion, 10 fa .. at h-ast as uot. to resist him, or to be t'raitoN 
to him. 01 to glva him asaurance thereof by our oath. The rrnowned casuist, Bi ~hop 
Sander ... n. would not declare' the .ery engalr"medt to he unlawful, taken iD that low-
er MDIe, to-the: pretended cOlllmOlMVeaftb without any king or House of Lords. I 

. 7. SInce we ~v~ mentioo~ that e.~~Jleet C85t1ist, wh08e loyalty, judgDt;eot-l ~e. 
Iity. and _h .... 'ty. la uU'Iuntlonable. 'tt •• fit fur ... to ob .... e whot he hath frequently 
and ,withoU4"the Ieaal beoitaocy. delivered · .. hi."!lTefneditatcd tIIoug,ht. about trili~ .... 
a8at catte. ", , H . • \. " . , j •• J f • • ' t. • 

Hav;"", ftII1POIId a kiDg in p".~il">"bly • .'b)' ~owcjt. ifttie query)Je what is tcJ be 
doDe .by tbuubj •• Nltat hath ....,"" olle&';8l1,* to;Ifje- ;I"thtful k,ng. '/Ie .nswe .... 'til 
not only law luI to obel the kiDg in such poase .. ion, but it often happens that Dbt'do
....... {~WIi>"'.l __ w&lltinJrto OUr duly; Yta, that we c5we aubjtction to 
' . ;~ :'" U .. U . . 

• Rom. lB-
• 1 __ &M.foI._ .... _ . .,...~~.o.pI", Sudencm, 
I CUe of 1IPpe. po 1II_0ri( • .N'..... .,.. 
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a king in poeaesaion, upon the groundo ofjo.tice, equity, charity, and gratitude, while 
we tri!oy our liberties, and arc protected by him. 

&igit h« a fwbis (optima trfJui honi Ie.r) 'Detv iI/a commutationlt .. formula, Ao~ TI, __ l 
A_C • .,.., . et prqflcto peroersusinut men!il, mb illiu8 domjnationi.y potroc;mo, veJie 'Owen 
cui portre nuits: et CUjll1 protectione garldt4l, fiul imperium defractate. 

8. His third argument for the necessity of obt:dience to the present power, how .. 
ever obtained, is taken from the charity we owe to the public, whether church or state, 
of which we are members, and for the good of which we are born; \n 'Ilion tum ;gitur 
illiul sorietatis, CtVUS .ips~ membrum et pars est SO/UI et tranquil/itas e.riglf, eaten«1 ci'Of; 
tmusquu'Iue imperiis.t;jul 'lui de focto--prtLest obtemperore Itl1etur. \rortls worthy 
the mo.t oerions reilection oT the present church of England. Read at la'1!" hi. 5th 
P .... lect. 

But AI to the argument fronl g~atitude, when we seriously reflect upon au, late for· 
Jom and ruinous condition both in church and state; when we call to miud that all our 
foundalions were put out of course, and our pillars even broken by the late king's own 
iII.guided hands, and that the heroic prince hath been at '0 great expen<%, and ex· 
posed himself to so many hazards in his own country, at sea, and here In England, in 
compassion both to our'miseries and infirmities j wilen our land was weak, and all the 
inhabitant! thereof'in an utter disability to rescue or save themselves j and none under 
Heaven. within the reach of human appreJlension, besides that one prince, could pos
si~ly effect it; that glorious instrument under God. put his hand to support and 
strengthen and bear up our pillars. to redeem and secure our religion, laws, and liber .. 
ties j and when our late king, either for fear of his person, or rather of the issue of afoO 
fairs in our re-.establishment, ha~ de!lerted or abdicated hit kingdom, and left us in 
contusion to bhift for ourselves, whose rfturn now canoot be thought of without hor· 
ror: And the present king and queen being therefore~rst ~titlOned to take the go. 
vernment, have graciously acceptt:d it, upon terms answering all me.n's desires or inte
rests: I say, when all this is well pondt'red, the ground aad argumf"nt for OUf quiet 
and chearful submission, taken from ~ratitude, is iooeed too hig. to be contained In & 

sheet or two of paper, or the mind of man; and prodigious beyond the credit of pos ... 
terity. 

Lastly, one would think there was no place left for any further scruple. The late 
change was urged by extreme necessity, and carried 011 with a wonderful providence, 
and perfected with universal consent; it was eminently the Lord's doing, and our own 
too; the government was unhiuged by the late king himself. The present king, &c. 
was put into possession by ourselves ~n our representatives, who were as freely ChOlC1l 
by us as ever any parliament was : The convention had nothing wanting but the pre .. 
V10\lS fomlality of the royal writs, which could not be then had; that punctilio of or· 
dtr can Dot rea.onably be supposed"to go into tbe being of the represeutative body; 
the want of it ~not well be thought to prejudice our election, or consent to what 
they. bave don'" .. whom we chose and intrullted with our politick reason and iaterest, 
and In whose acts we ought to acquiesce as our own doiDgs, in every thing or ·matter 
of expediency for the puLlic goO<!, not evidently contrary to our duty to God. 

In ahort, the po,ses.ion of the throne, by the act of the people of England, i. now 
unquestIonable; we have no liberty left us, either to dispute the king'. title, or deny 
bim our duty. "Give UDto Cse.sar the things thai are Ca.sar's," &c. 
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Another 'objection was atated by the nonjuron to the oa'tbs enjoined by the new government. 
Thelie werel they aaid. an illegal and tyrannical imposition upon the conscience. of the subject, 
and in that point of view a badge of conquest and of slavery. This opioion is combated by the 
author, whose object it is to shew, that the injunction of such oaths was frequ~nt in English 
bislory. and that they were heJd aJ DO iUDovation upon the cODstitution, bE-ing In fact the same 
with the original oath of fealty due by the law from subjects to tke sovereign, or at farthest to 
be understood at explanatory thereof, and 81 adapting its general bblig~tion to the particular 
rircuDlilances of the tirul!'l. 

THE ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the crown of E~land having been invaded and 
broke in upon by the power of the court of Rome, in King Henry the Eighth's time 
all f01eign power was abC)lbhcd, and the antit"nt legal supremacy restored, and by many 
additional acts corroborated. But all that was donE' of that kind in King Henry the 
Eighth'li time, was undone again in Queen Mary's; and therefore in the first year of 
Qut en Elizabeth's reign, an act of parilalllt"nt was made, entitled, CI All ancient Juris· 
diction rel!ltoreJ to the Crown. A Repeal of divers Statutes, and Reviver of Others : And 
all }<'orcign Power ahollshed :" Which act recites, that whereas in the reign of K. H. 
VIII. divers good laws were made and established, as well for the utter extinguishment 
and putting away of all usurped and fortign powers _and authorities out of this realm, 
as al~o tor rt's~oring nnd uniting to the imperial crOW(1 of this realm the ancitnt jurittoo 
dictions, authorities, superiorities, and preheminences to the same of right belonging 
and appertaining; by leason whereof the subjects of this realm were kept in good or-. 
def. and rlisburtbened of divers great and intolerable charges and exactions, uutil sucli 
time as all the said good laws and statutes bi' one act of parliamen~ mane in the first 
and second years of the reigns of King Philip and 'Queen Mary, were clearly repealed 
and made void; by reason of whidll act of repeal the subject. of England were efuoon. 
brought under an usurped foreign power and authority, and yet remained in that bond· 
age to their intolerable charge.; and then enacta, That for the repressing of the said 
u.urped foreign ,power, and the restoring of tbe rights, juri.dictions, and prebeminences 
appertaining to the imperial crown of thi. realm, the .... id act made in the first and se· 
cond yeara of the IBid late King Philip and Q~een Mary (except as therein i. except. 
ed) be '"!lealed, void, and of nOne effect. . 

the saId act of lrimo Elizabeth proceeds, first, to revive by ex pre •• -words many.ta· 
tutes that bad beeD rmlde in King Henry the Eighth" time, and .... pealed in Queen 
Mary'.; and secondly, to aboli.h all foreign authority in these word.; viz. And to the 
i .. teDt that all usurped and foreign power and authority, spiritual and temporal, may 
for evcr be clearly e .. ullgulabcd, 'and nucr to be used or obeyed within this lealm, 

lSI 
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&C. May it please your highneu that it may be enacted. That no foreign pria"", P'V' 
eon, prelate. statt", or potelltate, spil'itual or temporal, shall at aoy time aEhor the 1&1& 
~Y of this If'!sion of pa~lial1lent, u~e. tonjoy, or, e~ercisc a~.r manner of p.ow~r, juri.~<ii~~ 
tl0n, luperiorlt,v. authority, prehemlnellc.e or ptl\:llege, spIrItual <¥' ecdelilllStlcal, wlthlD 
this realfll, &c. but tilt' same shall be cit'arly abolished out of this realm, &c. any ala· 
tute, custoQ'l, &c. to the contrary notwithstanding. Thirdly, the laid act reslores in 
tbe next paragraph to the impt'rllli croM-'n of this realm, such jurisdictions. priviJegea, 
luperiolitlfs, &c. spiritual and C'ccit'siHltical. as by any s.piritual or ecclpsia'ltical power 
or authority had theretufore been. or might lawfully be exercised or used. &c. Fourthly. 
the act empowers the queen to assig'D commissioners to exercise ecclesiastica1 jurisdic .. 
tioo. And fitlhly, 'tor the better observation and Dlainteoance Df this act, imposes up
on ecclesiastical and temporal offictra and ministers, &c. the oath, comm()()ly called 
Ihe Oath of Supremacy. which r~QJ thus: viz. 

Th. 001 h 0/ Supr,",ocy. 

"I. A. B. do. utterry ·te.tify and rleclare in my con.cience. that the queen'. bighnes. 
jl the only supreme goyernor of this realm, and of.1I otht:r her highness'. dominitlos 
and coun.tries, as well in all spintual or ecclesialtical things and cau,", as tempo. 
r.J; and that no foreign prince. persoD, prelate, alate, QT potentatc:, b4th, or ought to 
have a.oy jurisdiction, power, superiorit)" pr~hf'minence, or authority. ecclesiastical or 
spiritual, within this realm t and tHerefore 1 du utterly renounce and forsake all toreigu. 
.luria«\iction. powers, superiorities, and authorities, and do promise that from henceforth 
I shall bear tailb and true all<gi'"ce 10 Ihe 1I~lem's hillbne .... h." ,hei",aDd lawful .u~. 
ceason; and to my power shall asSiSt anU ddclld all JUrtlKitCt1on&, privileges. prehem":" 
nences. and authoriliea.. granted or belonging to the queen'. highl~sa, ber heirs and 
successors, or united and annexed to the imperial crown of thi. realm. , So help me 
God. and by tbe contents of this book." 

It cannot but be obvious to every illlparlial pursuer of the statute. -especially if he 
have the least knowledge of what condition the government of this nation -was reduced 
to by papal encroachments and usurpations, that the makers of this law. and the 
$fnse of this oath, was no other tn general, than that the people of this realm should 
bear faith and true allegiance, even in mattel"ll r("fating to ecclesiastical jurisdictioo, to 
the queen's highness, her heirs and lawtul lucceuors, and not to the pope or aoy fo-
reign prrtended jurisdiction. . 

Wbat the several jurisdictions, privileges, prehemineDces, aDd authorities granted'w 
belonging to the queen, her heirs aod luccelSors, are in particular i and what the ju
risdIctions, privileges. preheminencCj, and authorities united and annexed to the im~ 
rial crOWD of this realm, are in particular, is not material here to be discoursed of; 
though tbe ""vera! .tatut •• mario In King Henry the Eighth:' time. and Kiag Edwatd 
Ille Sixth' .. and revived in Queen Elizabeth' .. will untold ",any of tbea>. and clear 
the distinction, wbich Ihe oath makes, belwixt autJoo<itH>o gralllM or beloD/I;nK W 1M 
king. and authorities united and anDoxcd to tbe imperial crown: ADd MI Pry ..... •• 
History of the Pope's intolerable Usurpation. upon IheUherties of the Kiug. aad SUb
Jects of England and lrelaud; ~ogttber with" Sir ~er Twi,den·. l:liatori •• 1 Vindica
tion of. the. Church of England in Point Of ~bwm. will ig a.,..., """'s_ uqdltiaf 
the curtou. how mailers stood with ... -.. "JIb .... peel ~ cbura-pvernmellc,' * ' 
(ore the pope had wrested tbe ecc1eeiulicll Jtmldiction almoat whQUy _\.of Jbe ..-.a., 
.,~ our kings. our parliamenta aDd ~ of JUStice. In alwrt, ~ j~ictloDI, .. 



a~ web u the ancient 1 ..... "".tom •• and uaageo of the ",.Im. or latter acta of parlia_ 
ment. have created, given, limited, and directed. 

The makers of this law did not d .. ign to impose upon tbe people of England any 
new terms of allegiance, but to secure the old ones, exclusive of any pretences of the 
pope or see of Rome. 

Nor are there any words in this oath, more atrong, more binding to duty and aUe
gitnL'e, than are words which the old oath of fealty is conceil'ed .n; whidl all Dlen 
were anciently obliged. and may yet be reqlli~ 10 take to tbe kiog in the court-leet' 
at twel"e ,ears of'age, which runs thus: VIZ. 

" You shall .... ear that from this day forward you shan ·be true and faithful to our 
,"verelltn Lord King Jam ... and hi, h.i .. : And faith and truth shan bear of life o.nd 
limb. and terrene honour: And you shall not know or hear of any ill or damage intend
ed to him. that you .hall not defend. So help you Xlmighty God." . '" 

Thi. i. as full and comprehen.ive as the oath of supremacy: "I do promise that I 
shall bear faith and true allrgiaoce to the queen's highnesl, her heirs, and lawful ~uc· 
ceo ...... and to my power shall usiot and defend all junodictionl. &c." So tll.t .he to ue 
sease and meaning of the oath of lupremacy is this, viz. " I \till l:H! true and falthfut 
to our 5(J'\'ereign 10M the king. his heirs and lawful successors, and will to m:'o' power as. 
Ii.t aod defend ·all hi. right .. oOMVith.tandi0l\' any pretenoe made by the p"pe or any 
other foreign power to exercise- juriarllctkm Within the realm j all which foreign power 
I· DtterJy renounce, in maUJers ecdeslastical IS well 811 temporl!." 

The OIIth ()f ,,"O)l'iance is a1'!'l>inted by the act of s-jac. \. chap. iv. mtilled ... All 
Aot tOrniseoJlt'tingaod rf"pressing of Popish Rft.Udnt •. " It rt'C'rtes the daily experiences 
that many of hia majesty's subjectsJ that adhere in their hearts to the popilih relig.on. 
by thu·i.ftoetio~ckawn liiom thenct, by the wicked and dt.'vllish counsel ofJeluits. se
minaries, and utht'r I*t: persons dangerous to the church and ~tat(". are so far perverted 
in t~e point of their loyalties lind nue allegiance to thf' king's majt!sty. anet the crown. 
af.. ,l!:n~i'U« ... theytre readJ to entertain and t'xecute'an.r treaaonable ron.)piraclea and 
]hac""". ADd for the better triOtI how his majesty's suhjects stand atTect~d III point 
of their~o)'.Jt'ea anti due oht-dience. enacts, .. That it shall be la""ful for ally bishop in. 
m. dint'ese, or any two justices of the peace. wht:reot' one to be of the quorum, Within. 
the l'miu.ofthelr jurisdiction, out of the sessions, to require any person ot the a1!e of 
eighteen years or above. which ~hall be cotlvictefi,or inchcred of reculaney, other than 
noblemen. &c. or which shall not have rtteived the sacrament tWice Within the year 
tilt,, · .... past, or any person passin~ in or through tbe l'ountry, unknown, that Letng 
examioefl UPOh OMtn .hall coaft'S3, or not deny him or herlJelf to be a recusant, and to 
\eke 'hlOalh therein expressed. vi •. &:c. the oath of allegiance.· 

I ' . " 

, 80 ,lIttt by.<the occuion of ;mpo.ing the oath. 8ftd by the appointing it toloe tender_ 
e'.abltlto papists. or luopecte" papists. it i. apparent that the de.ign of the law·rna" 
kn ... 111 deteCt.""" penna ••• were perverted. or itl danger Ie he :pe,.~ io their 
I.Yllllf;ibihfectioo drawn from the popish .eligiml. " I • ' . 

,~ .... 'Of .ibe~h make. it .yet more. evideot. hei~~ w~olly le1leI'Ied ,_giljnst any 
opIIUlMl df die ~I_ of depoaoPg the kID/:. or practlllDg anJ' tfeUO" 1Iigt,illst him. 
u"",,..prNnee ofhitbeiog ftcommullic&ted or depril'Cd'by til. pope ;' and sgaloot any 
ot¥i.,.,of \be ~. ,.... to diac>haJge IIII>jllc\ll ftOI!I (helt oatba 1)f tldd.ity to their 
p8l-. .Jlt.nr.1IIiilt., ... . . . . 
. 
" f, 4. 8, 40 truly IIIIi a-mT ~ kHify. and declare in my coo",ience before 

, . 
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God III" the worN, tbat our soverei~n Lord King Ja-. i. ~& .. nl ud risldfiil,lIi", 
of thi. realm, and of all hi. majesty'. dominions aud counltlet: And that tile J>OIIII> 
neither of him.elf, nor by any autbority of the ch~rch or see of Rome, or by aDr,otller 
mean .. with any other, hath auy pow,?r,or authonty to ,tkpooe the kn,lg, or.to d,opooe ::I of his majesty's kmgdoms or dom1Dlons, or to authorize any foreign pnnce to la .. 

e or aortoy him, or his countriet, or to di.d'lI'ge any of hili 8ubjecli of their aUe .. 
giance or obedience tet his majaty, or to give licence or leave to any of them to bear 
arms, raise tumults, or to offer any violence or burt to his majesty's royal person, state. 
or go\·ernment, or t~ any of his majeaty's subjects witlliu his majesty's dominions. 

.. Also I do'swear from my beart, That notwith'tanding any declaration or sentence 
of ex.communication, or deprivation made or ~rantedt or to be made or granted by the 
pope or hi. succ ... ors, or by pny ,uthority denved or pretended to be derived from him 
or bis see, against the said kin~ nis heir. and successorSt- or aDY absolution of the saMi 
subjects from their obedience, I will bear faith and true allegiance to his majesty, his 
heirs and successo .. , and him and them will defend to the uttermost of my power 
against all cODspirac~8 and attempts whatsoever. which shan be made against hi. OJ' 
their persons, their CroWD and dignity, by reason or colour of any such sentence or de
claratIOn. or othePW'lsc,' and will do my beat endeavour to disclose and make known 
unto his majesty, his heirs and successors, all treasons aDd traitoroUl con.piraciea. 
which I .hall know or hear of to be against him, or.auy of them. 

" And I do further swear, that I do from my heart abhor and dete.t and abjure, as 
impious and heretical, this damnable doctrme and pUSltlon, that princes, which be ex.
cornmunic3ted or deprived by the pope, may be deposed or murdered by tbeir subject., 
or any other whatsoever. ' 

U And I do believe, and in cODlcienre am persuarled. that neither the pope Dor aDY 
penon whatsoever, hath power to absolve me of dJls oath, or an,)' part thereof, which 
I acknowledge by good and lawful authority to be lawfully adm,n .. tered uoto Ole. and 
I do renounce all pardon8 and dispensation! to the contrary. And all theijC things I 
do plalDly and sincerely acknowledge and swear, according to these expre .. yord. by 
me spoken, and accordmg to the plaiD and common sense and understanding of tbe 
same words, without any equivocation. or mental evasioD, or secret reservatioa what
.oever. And I do make this recognition and ackaowledgment beartily, willingly, aDd 
truly, upon the true taith of a Chris\ian. So belp me Gnd. 

And the statute of 7 Jacobi cap. 6. recites, that" Whereas by a .tatute made in the 
third year of the said king's reign; the form of an oath to he ministered and givea to 
certain persons in the same act mentioned, is limited ~d prescribed, tc:odiug 01111 to 
the declaratioo of such duty, as every true and wea.atfectedsubj ... t. not only by Ioood 
of allegiance, but al.o bY.4I>e commandment of Ahnijlhty God, .... ght to l>citr to:the 
king. his ileira and succe3S0rs; whicb oath luch aa are JDfect.ed witb popi.b J~tiou 
do oppun~ with many false and unsound argum.nla, the juat derenc. whereoi. ki'\l 
had therefore undortaken and worthily perfOlllh<ll, to the great cODleli_DI <if all jIiI 
subjects, notwith.tanding the gainsaying. of coRtentious adversar;'" .And to.flle ... 
how greatly tl>:: Idng" loyal subject4'do app ...... the said oath, they iooIcedI ...... 
jesty, that the said oath be administered to all hi •• ubjects." . 

The pope and anthority of the .... of Rome run throul!h .m 6nt~':,If"'" 
withstanding any declorat",,, or .... tenoe of excommuDlcatioe, Ike. ... yq,~ ... 

·OOIICI paragraph; .~ EXCODIDptgiOlllCli and deprived VIe ptIIfII" .,., ... 'MI....., .... . 



",'&be third paragraph,. The.foort~ i. added in mqj~ Otl~Id4m, ib op'po.'ition to the 
popilh doctnne of .. d,.penllng w,th oatbao, aboolvang .ubJecta from their alleg'ance 
equivocation., mental eva.ions," &e. 

So that .. the oath of lupeemacy did but enforce the ancient oath of fealty, with an 
acknowledgment of the queen" .upreme authority in eccleai .. tical cau..,. and thing., 
aa well .. temporal, and a renuncialion of all foreign jurisdictions, 10 the Oalh of alle
giance doe. but enforce the same old oath of fealty, by obliging the 1U~.cta of Eng
Jnd .xpaualy to, di.ow:n any.lawfu~ authority i~ the pope or see ?f Rom~, to depose, 
invade, or annoy the kmg, 'his dominions or subjects. And notwlthstandmg any len .. 
tenee of excommunic,tioD, deprivation, &c. by the pope, &:c.· to 'bear faith and true al
legiance to the king, hi. heirs and lawful .\It:ce.sors, and'to abjure that po.ition, that 
it is lawful to depose princ •• tbat are excommunicat.d or deprived by the pope. 

Whatever i. added, i. either oath over and ahove. what wa. expre •• ed in the old oath 
of fealty, i • .but .. explanatory of it, and branching it out into .uch particulars a. their 
and occasion required. 

So that the oathl of supremacy and allegiance not having altered tbe term. of alle
giance due from the people of England to their prince., if their prince. by ancient laws 
of the realm, and by the practice of our forer_the... were UaUie to be deposed by the 
great couDcils of t~e nati~mJ for ~al-administra~ionJ oppresa1oos,. and other exorbit .. 
ancies, for not keeping their coronatlon.oaths, for insuffiCiency to govern, &c. then they 
continue .Iillliabl~ 10 be d'J>08ed in like manner, thc aaid oath., or any obligation 
contracted thereby, notwithstanding. 

For the practice of ,fOrmer times, I ,ball begin with a very ancient precedent in tbe 
kingdom of the Weat Saxons, viz. 

Cudred, King of West Saxony, being 
dead, Sigebert, hi. kinsman, succeeded him 
in that kingdom, and held it but _ small 
time; for being puffed uf' with pride by 
the .ucc.s ... of King Cudr.d, his prede
ceuor, he grt:w insolent, and became in· 
tol .... bl. to lais people. And when he evil 
intreated them .11 manner of ways, .ad 
either wrested the laws for his own ends, 
or elud.d them for hi. own advantage, 
Cumbra, one of his chief officers, at tbe 
request of the whole people. intimated their 
complaint. to the savage king. And, be
cau .. he penuoded the king to ~Cln hi. 
people more mildly, and that lI!I'qg .. ide 
bis barbarity he would endeavollr'4o ap
pear acc.ptable to God and mIlD' tb. king 
lmmecl~ commanded him to be put to 
death, Cbd, inctca.ing hil tyranny, became , 
more cruel IDd,: i"",lerable than before: 
Wherenpou; in tho,~Ofling of the second 
year"dl hia MigD, -bieca..., he .... arrived to 
all ilUlOl'I'igibl'e pit~.of ,ride IUId wicked
...... \be DObleaan~~' e of the whole 
kinado!il~w.J, ' .• and upon ma
ture ~..a ... , d , by _1lI\0II1 con
'_ ot"'all,driyebim MIt ot'tIae kiaa-

VOl .... , 
" 

Cudr.do, Rege West·Saxi .. , dofuncto, 
Sigebertus cognatus ejus sibi in eadem 
regno sDecessit; brevi tam en tempore reg .. 
RUm tenens, nam ex Cudr~i regis preces
soris ,ui eventibul tumefactus, et insolen! 
intolerabilis suis fuit cum autern eos mo~ 
dis omnibu8 male tractaret, legesque vel 
ad commodum slium depravaret" vel pm 
comDJodo IUO dtvitaret; Cum bra, consul 
ejus nobili8simu~ pre~e ,tot.ius ~opuli re~i 
fero corum quenmoOias lOtullavlt. Et qUia 
ipse regi suaserat, ut lenius populum suum 
regeret, et inhumanitate depositA. Ueo f't 
homiol'bus amabiIis apparet. Rex cum im
pi~ neee mox interficl jubens, populo 51£
.ior et inlolerabilior '}uam priUs aulUD ty
ranni.dem au~eDtavlt, unde in principio 
leCuDdi aDDI regai lui cum incorrigibi-li& 
luperbie et nequitim esaet, congregati sunt 
prone .... t populi totiu. regni et eum pro
vida deliberatlone a regno unanimi con
...... u omnium expelleba~t. Cuju. loco 
Kenwolfum jovenem egregium de regia 
stirp!! oriundum, in regem 8uper populum 
et .. gnum Welt-Saxi .. el.serunl.-Collect. 
769, 770. [bill. po 795, 7~6. 
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dmo. In wbose s\ead they chose Ken
wolph, an excellent youth, and of the roy
al blood, 10 be king over Ihe people and 
kingdom of the West Saxons.-Coileci. p. 
769, 770. IbId. p. 795, 796. 

This deposition of King Sigebert appears t~ have been done in a formal and ordtrly 
manner, viz. in a convention of the proc~res and the populus totiflS regni; alld it was 
done pruvidlJ deliherat;one. et unanimi omnium con..flnsu, and consequently was not an act 
of heat, rebellion, or tumultuary insurrectIOn ot the people. but was what the whole 
nation appn:heriderl to be leg'al, just, and a("corning to th~ constitution of their govern .. 
ment, and DO breaC'h of their oat~s of allegiance. . 

Nor have we any reason to. wo.nrler that tht> English nation should free themselves 
in such a manner from oppression, if we consirler that by an ancient positive IdW enacted 
in King Edward the COllfe~sf)r'8 tIme, an~1 confirmed by Wilham the Conqueror, the 
kings of England are hable to be depo:.ed If they turn tyrants, . 

The king, because he' ii' the vicar of the Rex autem, quia vicarius summi regis 
supreme King, is ctmstitnted to this end est, ad hoc est constitutus, ut Tt'gnum ter
and purpose, that he may govern his earth- renUIIl et porulum domini, et super omnia 
ly"kingdom and the people of the Lord, IM\n('tam~eneretur e{'cieslam eJu! et regat 
and especially to govern and reverence et ao injuriosis defendat, et ntatefiC'08 ab ea 
God'. holy church, a~d de~d il from in- •. eveIl.t et destruat. et penitus di.per. Quod 
juries, and root out, destroy, aod wholly nisi fecerit, nec nomen regis in eo CORlta .. 
to extirpate all wrong-doers; whit-hI if ile bit. Et paulo post; debet rex omnia rite 
do not perform, ht shall nol retain so much facere!n regno, et per judicium procerum 
as the name of a king. And a little after, regni. Debet eoirn jus et justitia magis 
the king must act all thing-s according to regnare in regno, quam voluntas praY&. 
law, and by the judgment of the procer~8 Lex est semper quod~us fadt, voluntaa AU .. 
,·egni. For right and justice ought to reign tern, violentia et vis non est jus. Debet 
in the realm, rather than a perverse will. vero rex dc:um timere super omnia et deb
It is the law that makes right; but wilful- gere, et mandata ejus per tolum regt1um 
ness, violence, and force, is not right. The Ilium servare. Debet etiam sanetam ere
king ought above all things to fear and elesiam re~ni sui cum ornDi integritate et 
love God, and to keep his commandments libertate Juxta constitutiones pat rum -et 
throughout bis kingdom. He ought also prrudecessorum servare, fovere,maoutenere, 
to preserve, to cherish, maintain, govern, regere, et contra inimicos defendere, ita ut 
and defend against its adversaries, the Deus prre creteeis honoretur, et. pre oculi. 
church within his kingdom entirely, and semper habeatur. Debet etiam bonu leges 
in all freedom, accordIng fo the constitu- et consuetudloes .. approbataa erigere, pra" 
tion of the fathertJ, and of his predecessors, vas autem deltre. et ornne. a regno depoe
that God may be honoured above_I! things, nere. Deb.t judicium reetum in reg"" IUO 
and always be had bet?re men's eyes. He facere, et justitiam per consilium proct'rum 
ought also to set up good laws and appro- regtli lui tenere. lata verb debet OJDDia 
ved cUatoms, an~ t~abolish evil ones, and rex in propria persona, iDllpectil et t&cUt 
put them away in hfi kingdom He ought sacrosanctis tvangeliis, et !laper I&CI'BI et 
to ~o ri.ght jud~ment in hi. kingdom, and .. netas reliqui .. coram regno et .... "a'dotio 
mamtam Justice by _cjviee of the pr~1 et clero jurare antequam ab arclripilCOpis 
regrn IUf. All tb~se things the king, in pro- et episcopis regui coronetur.-La",j ... 
per person, tookmg upon and touchiag tbe .; Priscis Anglorum Le&.tru, p. .... . 
holy gospel.. and upO"' the holy and sa-
cred relique.. must swear In the pre.ence 
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ot hie people and c1ergr to do, before he 
be crowned by the archbi.hops and bi-
shopsoof the kingdom.-Lamb, 'If the An-
cient Law. QIEngland, pog. 1411. 

Another in.tance of the depo,ition of a king of England, subsequent to"lhis la"', we 
find in King John's time, whose oppressions and tyrannical government our histories 
are full of. Of ~hich take this following account out of a very ancient historian:-

Whereas the said John had sworn so- Cum pr.,fatus'Jonannes in coronation. 
1emnly at his coronation, as the manner is, sul} soleDnit~r prout mori~ est jurasset, se 
that he would preserve the rights and jura et consuetudines ecclesise et regoi An .. 
usages of the church ami realm of England, gli::e conseJvaturum, contra juramentum 
yet, contrary to his oath, he subjected, as 8uum absque consili.o vel consensu baro
far as in him lay, the kingdom of England, num suorum idem regnum, quod semper 
which has always been free, and made it fuit liberum, quantum in ipso fuit, domino 
tributary to the pope, without the advice pap., subjeci!, et f,cit tributarium, bonas 
and consent of hi. barons; subverting good consuetudines subvertens, malas inducens, 
cuatoms, and introducing evil ones; endea.. tam ecclesiam qllam ,.egnum multes op-
vouring by many oppressions, and many pressionibus multesqui modes studens an .. 
ways, to enslave bath the church and the cellare, quas oppressiones vos melius II'Os
realm, which oppressions you know better tis, quam nos, ut qui cas familiari seosestis 
than I, as havmg felt them by manifold .... experimento. Pro quibus, cum post mul .. 
experience. For which causes, when after tas requiljitiorres guerra mota esset contra 
many apJ;>lications made, war was waged ipsuru;t baronibus suis. tandem inter ere .. 
against htm by his barons; at last, among teta de ejus expresso consensu ita conve ... 
other things, it was agreed, with his ex~ nit, ut 5i idem Johannes ad flagitia prima 
pres. consen!, That in ca.e the said John rediret, ipse barones ab ejus 6delitate reee
should return to his.former villainies, the 4erent. nunquam ad eum post modum re .. 
barons should be at liberty to recede from ver5uri. Verum ipse nihllominus paucis 
their allegianr.e to him, never to return to diebus evolutis, fecit novissima sua p~jora 
him more. But he, after a few days, made prioribus, studens barones SUDS non tan tum 
bis latter end worse than his beglOning, opprimere, seu pollus penitus exterminare. 
eodeavouricg not only to oppress his ha- Qui de communi regni consilio et appro .. 
rona, but wholly to exterminate them; batione ipsum regno judicantes indignum, 
who, therefore, in a general assembly, and nos in regem et domlDlim elegerunt.-Cot .. 
with the approbation of all the realm, ad- lect. 1868, 1869. Gilron. IV. Thorn. Le
judging him unworthy to be king, chose wis', Leiter to the Abbot <if St A'3tins, 
us for tbeir lord and king.-Golkct. p. 1868, Ganl"burg. 
1869. Gkron. W. 1'IIorn. 

The next instance shall be Ihat of King Edward the Second. The record of whose 
deposition, if it were extant, would probably disclose all the I'gal formalities that were 
then accounted proper for the deposmg an unju8t~ oppressive king; but they were can ... 
celled and embezzled (as is highly probable trom Rastal's Stat. I:'I'g. 170, 171, compa
red with the articles exhibited in parliament again.! King Richard the Second, of 
which hereafter) in King Richard the Second's time, and by his order : yet tbe articles 
themselve. are preoen'ed in the Collect., and are as followeth, yiz.- . 

• 
Acconlo est que Sire Edward Fit. aisn\; 

du roy aU !c government du royalme et 
It i. accorded that Prince Edward, the 

king's eldest 80n, .hall have Ihe govern-
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ooit roy COIIt'GlllIf, pur Ie. cau.e. que .'eo
auent:...,... . 

I. Pur ceo que la perSOll Je roy D'elt pas 
suffisant de governer. Car en tout son 
temps iI ad estre mcne et governe per au· 
ters que Jy ont mavaisement conseillez, a 
dcahonour de ly et destruction de ::'aint 
Esghse, et de tout 80n people sanz ceo que 
if Ie \'ous1st veer au conuater lequel il fU8t 
bon au mauvays all. remedie mettre, au 
Dire le VDUBist quaDt jl fuit requis par Jes 
grants et sages de son royalme, au souffrir 
que amende fuist faite. 

£. Item, par son temps 11 rie se· voloit 
doner a bon couoset, ne Ie croire, De a bon 
government de son royal me. mes se ad 
done- tous jours as ouvfages et occupations 
nient COD venables, enter~s.ant l'esploit des 
besOlgnes de ,on roy aim/:, 

• 
s. Item, par defaut de bon government 

ad it perdu ,Ie royalme d' Escoce et auters 
terres et seigneurie8 en Gascoine et Hyr. 
land, les queux son pere Ie lelsa en. pee. et 
amist~ du roy de France, et dels multi deS 
autera grants. 

, Item, par sa fierl~ et qualte et par 
mauval's counsel ad il destruit saint es· 
glise, et Ies persons de saint fsglise tenus 
en prison les uns; et le~ auters en dis
tresce, et auxynt plU80TS grants et Dobies 
de sa terre m) s a hooteuse mort, eopri· 
sones, exuJeta et dellohrritez. 

5, Item, Ii ou il ebt tenus par son ser· 
ment a Caire droit a toute 11 De }' ad pas 
vplu faire, pur SOD propre proffitt et c~ve .. 
USe de Jy, et de eea maveis conaal1ires, que 
ount estt" pres de Iy, ne ad garde les'auters 
points orl serment qu'il fist a 80n corone" 
meDt, si come it fuest tenus, 

6. Item. il degaerpiat oon royal me et 
fist tant come en Iy fUlL que son royalme 
el son people fuot perduz, et que pya eat, 
pur I •. cruaute de Iy et defaute de sa per
aonne 11 est trove incomgible saunz esper ... 
a~ce d~ amendment, lei queux chose. aont 
at Dotoucs, qU'lls DC pount elte deedita. 

Ft»' tkue causu, de consilio et auenau 
omnium pneiatoTum, comitum et baronum 
et tobu. comwllllitatio regni .... otua eot a 

ment of the 'kingd9\D; and be CI'OW1IC9 
king for the cause. following :-, , 

J. For that the person of the king i. in
sufficient to govern: For that during hi' 
whole reign he b .. been led an~ governed 
by others, who have given him evil coun .. 
cil, to hi. dishonour and the dl'structioll 
of holy church, and of all hi. people; he 
being unwilling to consider or know what 
was good or evil, or to provide remedy 
even when it was required of him by the 
great and wise men of his realm, or sufter 
any to be made. 

~. AI.o, during all his time. he would 
neither hearken to nor helie\'e good coun
cil, nor apply bimself to the good govern
mtDt of his realm, but hath always given 
himself over to things and occupatIOns al
together inconvenient. omitting in the 
meaD time the necessary affairs .nd bUli· 
nCB' of the kiugdom . 

3. Also, for want of good governmellt 
he hath lost the kingdom of Scotland, and 

• other lands and territories in Gascoio and 
Ireland, which his father left him in peace 
and friendship with the French king. and 
wilh many other ~randees. 

., Abo, by h,s pride and arrogance 
and evil council, he hath destroyed haly 
church; imprisoning 'some persoDs there
of, and put other. in dislre ... And als" 111' 
hath put to • shametul death, imprisoned, 
and di,ioherited many of the great men, 
and Doble. of tbe land. 

5. Also, whereas he i. bound by hi. 
oatb to administer justice to all, he would 
not do it, through his OWD covetousnesl, 
and that of evil counsellors that were about 
him; neither bath he kept the other points 
of the oath. which he took at hi. corona· 
tion, as he wu.:bOund. 

6, Also, be hath waated hi. kingdom. 
and did what in him lay, that hisrealm IUld 
people .bould be destroyed I aud. which ia 
worse, by hi' cruelty and perllOnal failing. 
or defects he i. founu to be iocorrigi~ 
and put all bope. of &DIendment. AU 
which thinge are 110 notorious, that they 
cannot be denied. . 

For these cau.... by advice and .,.at 
't>f all tbe prelatet, -It, and ~ ~iOf 
the whole ~tl ol~~" 
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II!g1mllle regnl.-[A",sog • .Ide de Oriet01l, 
Collect. p. £765, !I171i6.] 

.... depooed from the government. [Apo
logy or Adam de OrletoD, Collect. p. 2765, 
!11766 • 

. Th ... proceedings agaiDst King Edward the ~ecoDd are.no where e:rtant but i.D that 
author; which IS the less to be wondered at, ,f we consider, that In King Richard 
the Second's time the king'. parasitical conrt·favourites so influenced the jUd~8, that 
to the question, " How he was to be punished, that moved in the parliament, that the 
statute should be sent for, whereby Edward, the son of King Edward, was aoother time 
indicted in the parliament," they answered, "That as well he that moved, u the other 
who by force of the same motion brought the said statute in the parliament. house, be 
a8 criminou.! and traitors worthy to be punished." V. Rastal', Statutes, J70, 171, 
(though for that and other extravagant, pernicious,.gnd trea.·mnahle opinions ddivered, 
those judges were severely punished, a8 is notoriouslY known.) And also, that it was 
afterwards one article of impeachment against King Richard the Second, "That he 
had cancdlerl and razed sundry records." 

In Kinifltichard the Second's time, many animosities arose (rom time to time be-
twixt him and his parliaments i insomuch, that in the eleventh year of his reign, the 
parliament then sitting at London, the king absented himself frornthem, and stayed at 
Eltham, refusing to come at them,"8nd join with them in the public affairs, upon which 
occasion tht" lords ~nd commons &ent messengers to him with an address, which 1ihe 
historian H . Knighton sets forth at large, and which I will here give the reader a trao· 
acript of at large, because it will aftord maf!Y useful inferences aud observations. 

Salubri igitur usi consilio miserunt, de 
communi assensu totius parliamenti domi· 
num Thomam tie Wod.stoke, Ducem Glo
cestrit, et Thomam de Arundel. Episcopum 
Elyenoem, ad regem,apud Eltham, qui sa
]utarent eum ex parte procerum et com· 
D1uuium parllamenti 8ui, sub tali sensu ver· 
borum ei referentel vota eorum. 

Wherefore taking wholesome advice, 
they seDI by common a .. eDt of the whole 
parliamen~ the lord Thomas de Wood
.• Iock, Duke of Gloce.ter, and Thoma. de 
Arundel, Bishop of Ely, to the king, to 
Eltham, to salute him on behalf of the 
lords and commons of his parliament, who 
expressed their desires to the king to this 
effect : 

Domine rex, proceres et domini atque " Sir, The lords and an the commons of 
totus populus communitatis parliamenti your parliament, have themselves com. 
vestri, cum hnmilimA 8uhjectiuoe se ('om- menped to your most excellent majesty. 
mendant txcdlentlssiDio regalis dignitatis desiring the success of your invincible ho
vestrae, cupientfs prosperum iter Iovinei· Dour again~t the power of your enemies, 
bilis honoris ve&tri cuntra inimicorum po. and a most firm bond of peace and love in 
tentiam, et validis51mum vinculum pacis et your beart towards your subjects, for your 
dilectioni. cordiS vestri erga .ubdit08 vel- good God waords, and the good of your 
tros, in attgmentum commodi veltri, erga soul. and to the unspeakable comfort of all 
Deum, et a.lutem anima: vestne, et ad ine.. your people whom you govern; 011 whoac 
dicibilem cflDtoIatioDem totiu. populi v.... behalf we intimate the .. things to you, 
tri quem regiti.: Elt quorum parte h"", that it appears to us by an ancieDt .ta
vobi. iDtimamus, quod .It aDtiquo .tatuto tute, and by laudable aDd approved usage, 
babeml1l, et ·con •• etadiu. laudabili et ap- whicb cannot be denied, tbat our king can 
probata, cuju. coattariet.ati dici DOD vale- call togetber the peera of the realm and 
bit. quod t~x nostet coU'YOCate poteat do. the commons ooce a year to his parlia
miDOl et -ptoceres rega.i atque communes meat, as to the supreme court of the whole 
aemeHo at;II .... ad p..-li __ IIIU1D, tao.~ kingdom, in which all right and jus lice 
qua .. ad nzmam c:tUi8m ~IU ntpi, in ouS-hl to abiDe forth without aDY doubt or 
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qu~ omnil ""Illitaa rell1cere deberet absque stain, as the sun at lloonday, where JlbOJ' 
qualibet 8Crupulo.it~~ vel nota, tanqua'." and rich may find an infallihle refuge, to> 
sol in aseensu me.Tubel, uh,l pauperes et ~I- enjoy the refreshments of tranquillity and 
vites pro refrigeno .trant.JlIl11lta~ls et, pacl~, peace, and for repelling of injuries; where 
et repulsione injurlarum r~fuglum mfalh: also errors in government are to be reform
bile qUa!rere possent, ac etJam erra~ regnl ed, ano toe state and government of king 
reformare, et de slatu el gubernatlOne re- and kingdom trealed upon by .age advice, 
gis et regni c~m ~pie~liori consilio. trac; and tbe destroying and repelling of both 
tare et ut mlmlCI regis et regm mtnnseCl inte8tine and furf"ign enemies to the king 
et hastes extrinseci destruantur et repel- and kingdom, with most couyenience and. 
lantur, quomodQ convenientius ~t honori· honour, may be debated UPOB, and pro
ficentius fieri poterit cum ~alubrl trac~tu \'ided for: as also in what manner the 
id eo disponere et prrevtdere; ·quahter charges incumbent upon the king and 
qureque onera incumbenti.a r~~i e( regnC! kingdom. may be borne with most ease to' 
leviu. ad ediam commuOltatis supportan the commonalty. They conceive likewise, 
poteruot. Videtur etiam iis, quod ex quo that since they bear the incumbell~charges, 
anera supportant incumheotia, habent eti· it concerns them to inspect hfw and by 
am supervidere qualite'r et per qU?S eoru~ whom their goods aDd chattels are expend .. 
bona et catalla exp<;ndaatur. Dicunt etl- ed. They say also, tha.t it appears to them 
am, quod habent ex antiquo statuto, quod by an B'hcient statute, that if the king ab .. 
si rex a parliamento suo se alienaverit sua sent himielf from his parliament volunta
sponte, non aHqua i~fir'!litate, aut ,aliquA rily, not by reason of sickness. or for any 
ali:l. oe caust necessltatls. sed per Immo- other necessary cause, but through an in .. 
deratam voluntatem proterve se 8ubtrax· ordinate will, shaH wantonly abbent him ... 
erit per absentiam tempor.is qu~dra~nt~ self by the space of fatty days, a8 not re· 
dierum. tanquam de vexat!one populi SUl garding the vexation of his people, and 
et gravibus eorum expensis non curans, their great expenees, it shall then be law
ex tunc tiei.tum omnibus et singulis eorum {u} to all and singular of them to return to 
absque domigerio regis red ire ad propria, their own homes wit~out the king's leave: 
eL unicuique corum in patriam 8uam re· a.nd you have now been longer absent., and 
meare: Et jam vas ex longiore tempore have refused to corne to them, for whatcause 
absentistisJ et qua. de cau&<\ ncseiunt. ve· they know not." "Then." said the king, 
Dire reuuistis. Ad hrec rex, Jam plane "I now plainly see, that my people and the 
consideramus, quod populus noster atque commons design to oppose me with force, 
communes intendunt resistere, atque can.. and are about to make an insurrection 
tra nOi insurgere moliuntur; et in tal,i in- against me: And if I be so infested, I think 
festatione melius Dobis non videtur, quin the best course I can take will be to apply 
cognatum nOBtrum regem Francire, to my cousin the King of France, and ask 
et. ab eo consilium et auxilium petele con~ his advice, aDd pray in aid of him against 
tra insidiantes, et nos ei submittere potiUs those that way-lay me, and rather to sub ... 
quam snccumberc subditi. noslri.. Ad mit myself to him, than be foiled by my 
h.,c illi responderunt. Non est hoc vobis own subjects." _To which they replied. 
sanum comilium, sed magis ducens ad in- "That cOUDSel is not for your good, but 
evitabile detrimenturo; llam rex Franci~ will inevil.c\bly tend to your ruin i {or the 
capitalis inimicus vester est. et regni vestri King of France is your capital enemy,. and 
adveraarius. permuimus; et 81 in terram the greatest adversary that your kingdom 
"'gni vestri pedem figeret potiu., vos .po- has; and if he .hould set hi. foot withill 
liare laboraret. etregnumve.trum invadere, your kingdom, he would rather en~ ... u~ 
vosque 11 sublimitate regali. solii expeller.. to prey upon you, and invade your real#>. 
'1uam vobl! aliquatenu. manu. adJutricel and to depose you from your royal. di$.n~
com fi>:vor. apponere.; si! quodaboi!, ejus ·ty, than ~tfordyou.nyaa,i.u."", iji,~ 
.wJii'agw qll&lldoque Indlgeretii. Ad me- God forbid. JOu .bauld .tead . ·".,aief 

" . 
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tIIoriam igltur teVoceti., qualiter avus ves· hi. help." Call to mind therefore, how 
ter Edwardu. tertius rex, et similiter pater your grandfather King Edward Ill. and 
Ed .. ardu. princeps nomine tju. in "!ldor. your father P~ince Edward for him, fought 
et angustiis in omni tempore suo per mDU" indefatigably lU sweat and sorrow all their 
merabiles labores in frigore et calore c<r- days, and went through innumerable hard
ta'Verunl inrlefessc pro conquisitione regni ships of cold and hp.at, to acquire the king
Francl1e, quod eis jure hzreditario attine- dom of France, which by hereditary right 
bat, el vobis per Buccessionem post eos. appertained to them, and does now to you 
Reminiscaminiquoqut!qu8Iit~rdomini reg- by succession after them. Remember Jike
n; et proceres atque communes innumera- wise, how lnnumerable lords and commons 
biles tam cie regno Anglire quam Francire, of both realms, and kings and gentlemen 
reges quoque et domini de aliis regnis at- of other kingdoms, and people innumer .. 
que populi innumerabiles in guerra. illA able, pr¢rished, or hazarded perishing, in 
mortem et mortis pfl'iculurn 8ustinuerunt, that war; and that the commons of' this 
bona quoque et eatalla imcstirnabilia et realm poured out goods of inestimable va
thesaurosJillnumerahilts pro su~ten~atio,ne lue, and innumerable 8ums of money, for 
hujus gHe?rre, communes regm hUJus tn- the carrying on pi that same war; and, 
delesse elruderunt. Et quod grav"" do- which is more ·tq be I. mented, they have 
lendum est, jam in diebus ve!ttris tanta now in your days uddergone stich heavy 
onera iis imposita pro guerris vestris sus- taxes towards the maintaining of ~our 
tinendis, 8upportaverunt, quod dd tautam wars, that they arc rtduced to such inere
pauperiem incredibilem deducti 8unt, quod dible poverty, that they cannot so much as 
nec reditus suos pro sllis tenementis 801- pay their rents for their farms, nor aid the 
vere pos8unt, nee regi subvellire, nec vita: king, ner afford themselves necessaries; 
necessaria sibi ipsis ministrare. et depau- -and the king himself is impoverished, and 
peratur regia potestas, et dominorum regni, the lords become uneasy, and all the peo
et magnatum infelicitas adducitur, atque pie faint; for a king cannot become poor 
totius populi debilitas. Nam rex depall- that has a rich people; nor can he be rich 
per.ri Dequit, qui diovitem habet populum; who.e people .re poor . . And all these 
nee dives esse potest, qui pauperes habet mischiefs redound not to the king only, 
communes. Et mala hrec omnia redulld- but also to all and singular the peers of 
ant non solum regi, sed et omnibus et sin.. the realm, in proportion: And all these 
gulis dominis et proceribus regni, unicui- mischiefs happen by mcans of the kiDg's 
que in suo gradu. Et hrec omnia eveniunt evil ministers, who ha\'e hitherto misgo
per uDiquos rninistros regis, qui male g~- verned both the king and kingdom; aDd 
bernaverunt regem et regnurn usque In if mOle course be not takeD, the kiD~dom 
p ..... en.. Et nisi manu. citiu. apponamus of England will be miserably dimiDlshed 
adjutrices, et remedii fuleimentum adhi- 800D~r than we are aware. But there re
beamus, regnum Anglire dolo rose attenua- mains yd another part of our message, 
bitur tempdrt, quo minus opinamur. Sed which we have to impart to you on the be
et uDum .. aliud de nuncio nostro supertst half of your people. They find in an an
nohis ex parte populi vestri vobis intifnare. cient statute, that it has been done in fact 
Habent <Dim ex antiquo ,tatuto, et de not long ago, that if the king through any 
facto non longe retroactis ttmporibus ex- evil counsel, or foolish contumacy, or out 
perienter 'luod doJt"ndum est hablto, si of scom, or some singular petulant will of 
~ex, ex maligno, ,consilio quocunque. vd his own, or by any other irregular means, 
Inepta co'fttuma~la, atlt l.'Ontemptu, seu shall alienate himself fro"m his people, and 
pro'tcrva. voluntate einlUlari, aut quovlS shall refu.e to be governed and gUIded by 
ltlodo irtegulari, Ie alieDaverit, a. populo the laws of the realm, and the statutes and 
IUo, nec voluerit per jura regni et .tatuta laudable ordinances thereot; together with 
&C·IIoid.i1 .. ordioati<>De' cum lirlebri con- tbe wholesome ad'ice at the lords sud 
.ilio dpIoillorwn et proceruDl regoi guber- great mell of hia reaim, but persist;n,. 
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nari et replan, eed capitoae in mis ioaauis 
consilii! propriam voluntatem auam ain
gularem proterve exercere, extUQC licitum 
ett iis, cum communi assensu et consenrSu 
populi regni ipsum regem de regali lolio 
abrogare, et p"'opinquiorem aliquem de 
atirpe regia loco ejus in regoi solio subIi· 
mare.-H. KlIIghton, Coli. £681. 

head-.trong in hi. own hair-braiJled co .... 
se!, shall petulantly prosecute hi. own si". 
gular humour, that then it shall be 1a.rl0>! 
for them, with the common assent and co .... 
.ent of lhe people of the realm, to depose 
that .ame king from hi. regal throne, and 
to set up lOme othel' of the royal blood in 
hi. room.-H. Knighto .. , Coli. fil681. 

No man can imagine that lhe lords and commons in parliament would have sent the 
king such a mes.age, and have quoted to him an old stalule for deposing king. that 
would not govern according to I~w, if the people of England had then app.ehended 
that an obedience without res"P'l. wa. due to the king, or if there had not been luch 
a .tatule in being. And though tbe record of that excellent law be lost, 8O the record. 
of almost all our ancien t laws are, yet is the testimony of so credible an historian, who 
Jived when these things were transacted, sufficient to inform us that 8uch.,a..law was 
then known and in bri'lg. and consequently that the terms of English allttiance, ac
cording to the constitution of our government, are different from what some modern 
authors would pers6ade 'u. they are. 

Thi. difference betwixt the said king and bis parliament ended amicab:y betwixt 
them, in the punishment of many evil counselloro, l1y whom the king had been inftu
enced to commit many irregularities in government. 

But the discontents of the people grew /ligher by his after-management of affairs, 
and ended in the deposition of that king, and setting up of another, who was not the 
next heir in lineal succeSiioD. 

The articles again.t King Richard the Second may be read at large in H. Knighton, 
Collect. 2746, 2747, &c. and are yet extant upon record. An abridgment of them is 
in Cation's Records, page S8~, ~87, 388, out of whom I observe.tbese lew, tbere be
iug in all thirty-three. 

1'1tejir'l wa., Hi. wasting and bestowing the land. of the crown UPOD unworthy 
penona, and overcharging the commons with exactions. And that whtreas certain 
lord" spiritual and temporal, were assigned In parliament to intend the government of 
the kingdom, the king by a conventicle of hit own accomplIce. endeavoured to im-
peacb them of high-tro8Oon. . 

Another IlJQI, For that tho king by undue meana procured divers justices to .peak 
again.t the law, to the destruction of the Duke of Gloucestor, and the Earl. of Arun
del and Warwick, at Sbrew.bury. . 

Another, For that tbe king against hi. own promise and pardon, at a solemn prOl'e" 
sion, apprehendp.d the Duke of Gloucester, and sent him to Calais, there to be choak. 
ed and murdered; beheading tbe Earl of Arundel, and baniobing the Earl of Warwick, 
and the Lord Cobham. 

Another, For that tbe kiug'. retinue, and a ronl gathered by him out of Chmliire, 
committed divers murders, rapes, and other felonie., and refu.ed to pay for tbeir vi<:-
tuals. , 

A.nother, For 'ha~ tbe crown of England beiDg freed from the pope, aad alt. 
fortlgn power, tbe klDg notwithstanding procures! tlle pope'. excommullication ~.ucla 
.. should break tbe ordinances of the last parliament, in derogation of the c:toWJai .... 
tutel, and lawa of the realm. '. . . ...• ; 

.bother, Tha~ he made ,mea tlleritl'I, who were Dot I\&I1Iccl eo him. bJ -1I'IIIIt''', 



:ns 
.... the jaeticet ,IODcl.otbero ·of lois ,ooomei\; -' wIIo ..-... COIItnIy to the Ia ... 
of * Je&Im, ud is maaifeot breacll of bU ·oath. . 

4rwJtlwtr. For ~ he .did DOt .. 7 toe hiI llIIojec:ta tile ' ..... d.t be had ~l!Owed 
oftbem. 

,b«ha-. For that tile mug refused to execulle thel8n, sa""', Tilat'*e laws were 
in bia mo.th aDd b.-, and that bimadf alone could mob aaacI al4Jer 6e laW •• 

.J.MtIter, For .,.. .. i .. g .beritio to coati ..... in office .bote • year. OOI1tnry to the te-
nor of a statute·law. thereby incurring AOtorious perjury. . 

4_""" F<>c that the &aid king proc:unld knights of the .hires to be l'Otul1llld to serve 
bis own will . 

4nother, For that maDY ju.ticea, for tlteir good cou ..... \ given to the king, were with 
evil countenance and threat. l'OWlH'ded. . 

Anollter, For that the king pUling iato mJand, ·Ilfd ~ied with bim, without tbe 
content of the estates of the realm, the treasure, reliques, and other jewels of the realm, 
which were uaed safely to be kept in the" king'. OWn coffers from all bazard; and for 
that the said king cance\leol and tued IUllcUy record •. 

Anolher, For that tbe said king appeared by his letters tq the pope. to foreign 
princes. and to hi. subjects, 80 variable, so dissembling. and so unfaithful and incon .. 
• tant, that no man could tru.t him that knew him; in.omuch.· tba( he was a .candal 
both to himself ami the kingdom. 

A.lOth .. , That the king would 'commonly oay amongst the nobl.s, that aU subjec!8' 
lives, lands. and goods were ill hi. hands without any forfeiture; which il altogether 
contrary to the law. aDd usages of the realm. 

Anoillfr, For that he suffered hi. subjecto \0 be condemned by martial law, COIl-
tral}' to hi' oath, and the law. of the r""lm,. . 

4noliler. For that wherea' the suluects of England are sufficiently hound to the .killg 
by their allegialice. yet the .. id klOg compelled them to take new oatbs. 

Theoe articl.., with.."",., otben, aot ..Jtogetber ... f ... ~ ".-rn, beHtg<lOnsi. 
dered, and Ule king himself confessing his detects, the same seemed sUfficient to the 
whole e.tates fnr the kmg'. deposition, ",lid he was d~poserl accordingly. 

The lubstanc'e and drift of all .ill, Uoat our ~ were anciently liable to, and mi~t 
lawfully b. deposed for oppression and tyranny, for insufficiency to govern, kc, in Uld 
by the great couooil of the "atloa, without any .~ of the old oath of m.\.ty, be-
""'"" (to say lIotbing or ~he Datu ... of·our con.rim,",n) upreH and positive laws war-
ranted .uch proceeding.: A..d the .... fore the frame of our government being the same 
still, 'Ind the term. of our allegiance being the same' nOW that they were then. with. 
out aDJ' ne .. obligations superindw:ed by the.oaths of all~ and .&Up_aey. a king 
of England may leaally at this .day, "" sufficient.c&we, be <iepoood by the lord. and 
COIIlIllODl ..... biM in a «"'at...,..,;i of die .\tioosd_ oritbwt -1 bouch of the pre-
_I ..... of~ or~ QIood __ ... '" .......... 
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m .... ges \0 the d.u<.: aDd Henry. Bi'hop of Winchester. took pains Iikewi&e to make 
them Triends. Factum ut autem, ilt mt1Ut NO'Ptmbru, in jiM mt7Uil, e;r prtZcepto R~
gil" 'puci •• con",nirtnt t1f»'d Willlo_iam P'd!MlW It Principu Refni. lit .t ,/,ri jam 
iflita: paei prteberent nSStnSUM, d u/IIIlninUter jUTaMmti locramento cO,!/irmar.ent, t i. t. 
It came to pas., that in the mouth of November, tgwl.rds the latter end of the month, 
at the .ummon of the king aDd of the duke, the prelate. and great meD of the king_ 
dom were assembled 01 Winchester. that they olIO mighl U&eDt to tIbt- peace that w .. 
concluded, and unanimou!ly .wear to observe it. 

In that parliament .the duke wu declared King Stephen'. adopted lOll. and bei.of 
the kingdom, and the king to retain the government during his life. 

I observe odly UpOD this authority. that there beiog a controv.ray betwixt the 
king and the duke. which could DO otherwise be determiDed and ,.ttled but ill a par
liameot, the summoos of this Ri"~am.ot wer" issued in the Dame. of both ~arm. con, 
cerned. 

fftuiltJuis hab.et aures ad audiendum, Dudiat-. 

Mi" H ... T. V." C:. An....,. tb ,Mi" H ... H. V." L.'. Letter 'If the 15th 'If M,",:h" 
1689; rtpr ... nting the t".. Inter .. t. if HoUon4, .nd wh.t th.y """ .lr<tJlly g ..... ed 
by our LOIs .. . 

The principal hold which the malcontents had Up<I'D the pusioDs and prejudice., of the Ena:lilh 
nation, wal by exagger"ted complaintl of Kin~ William', ptlrtjality for hi. coupuymen. 'rbe 
Dutch meaa time were Dot without their luapiclonl, though perhapt they ba.d lei. real fo,unda
tion. 

II Hi. m~e.ty;' according to tae hiltorian we ha.v.o often quoted, (J "III indeed .. good a Dutch
man .. ever, though no better republican. Waen be 11'&1 OIl the poiolof taking JMl6"*ion of. 
the Engli.h throne, he ba.d comQl\lni~kd the glad tiding •. by, {euer to hit.gOOd f,i.r.oda the 
Statet, UI\lring them withal, That hil new di,gQjty, inatead of diminilhiqg hi., dectioo for the 
republic, Dr hil concern for itt preservation Uld proeperit,r, would enable biJq to diif:ha.rge tb~ 
dutlof Stddtltdtkr with lDore weigh~ and .qceea than before; and thAt he would make j.t the 
butlDetI ot: bit reign to eetabJi.h ADd maintain a perfect intelligence beh,een the two lltatet. 
Pouibly the-:e .... a teeret .tipulatioD, that in cue be aacoeeded in hiJ detign. in England be 
should fotego tbe ,tad!.J:rol<lenhip; aod potaibly it w .. iJ1 thi .. u:pecU.tion Lit .... the Loll~ 
(action, bil aoclelll enewiea, had co-operated in the ex:p~Jit.iDQ with .. m.uch zeal .. bit own. 
It i, certain that this di'{-.... ch. wu no IOOner received in HollaGd thao hil eoeUliH there .poke 
or him with more bittemeu tho enr, gi.ipg out,. ~ he bad qt \he tep.oblic of i.la ~. 
'hipl, and troops. not only to make himtelf muter of £ogland. but to reduce hi. own CUUDtlJ 
allo to a blind 'llbmillioD to bil sovereign will and pleuu~: and heqce he lay uDd~r a 19ft Of 
neet .. ity to expedite the payments of \De Datclt dellilaodl, and eyen to admit litem 1.0 " .au. 
of the profit of·bil .oyage, to maintain h;, ~it at bome."-IUL •• , 11. 80. . . 

Tbi, pamphlet "u "Ii.te. to pcite the potbljl;jeo1qu,y of WiD .... •• J\f"fe_ iat £0_ '" H • . 
land and iu iQhabite.nll., 

, , .. , II , , $ • 
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y ~~~ay think me .ery rude in making no quicker a rerum to your obliging letter; 
but the truth on'l i., my apprehensions at that time lest the late K;ng Jam ... hould 
return, by the aid of the Frencb aDd lri.h, were '0 great, that they b\iod~rl my under
.tanding and made me .oltupid, that I could not see any probable apl"'arance of tho.e 
glorious ~dvantBge9 which you affirmed would accrue to our country, though he .hould 
regain his kingdoms, and force his present maje&ty to abdicate as lJre had done; ~nd 
therefore I clcclinCd writing, till actions might convince us whother you or I were in 
the right_ • 

But DOW, sir, I must confess my error. and acknowledge that we almost feel what 
you then foresaw. 'Tis true we have some amongst. us who are still as blind as 1 was 
tbeD, and these occasion no small divisions here as.well as with you, and an inclina
tion in some persons to renounce his authority, and acknowl~dge him no more to be 
our stadtholder. Against these I oppose your arguments, and many more of my own, 
which I shall here 5U~jotQ, hO}>ing they may be of use with you, and have the same 
effect t.hey begin to have with us. For I assure you, sir, our If"~d'hg men begm now to 
Jook upon him with another e> e ; and they who consider whattu: has hlthc:rto done, what 
be is now acting, and what we have just re.lson to hope he will t'fTeCt to our ac!v8nta~e, 
before he quits them ano returns, are ready to prf'pare golden s't.ituttS for hIm. as tor 
one that has procured uS a long ",ished for lilwrt)' at sea, freed hiS nat;"e country from 
the greatest obstacle!! to their trade, suppre .. srll those who have always been the objects 
of our envy, rendered them for ever uneapa.ble.of standmp; i.n competition with us, <Ii. 
verlt:d the {,hallUel of tratti<'k to our own merc'lilnts,-and aU this in one )'ear's tllne
without any charge to us; na.\ , on the contr .. ry, wiill a considerable reward from our 
auversaries for thdrown (te3llnction To evince all which, 

I. FIrst, I shew them the good he has done for us. 
In order to wbich, I ht'g of them to' consider the condition "we were in before this 

revolution, and to com pate it with that we are in at present. 
'Tis certain England had robbed U8 of our trade in the two last king.' reigns, who 

by an unlucky neutrality had made the stream of traffick run that way. 'Til certain 
also the late King James was takiug most mischievous measures to continue and aug
ment their trade, and ruin ours j for if the liberty of conscience, which he was going to 
eslablh,h, had not been prevented, the most considerable of our merchants (who live 
amongst U8 because they are not molested in the free exercise of tbeir religion) would 
have removf'd, and drawn their effects to England, where the ports being more secure, 
they would, without hazarding their religion, have run less danger of their goods. 'Tis 
manifest also, and fOTeseen by pur wise men, that (whilst it was impossible for us to 
.tave off a war with France) K. James, who •• industry and application to the advance
ment of trade made him embra(:e aU occasions to encourage it, would have preserved a 
:neut!a.lity to our utter ruin.. These, aud many otber cOilsidet!L'ions, (as I affirm,) made 
us wtlhng to pluck the thorn out of our own foot and put it IDto another's; and there
fore, after much cODlultati!?tl. nothing will found '0 expedient as to heij!hten the divi
.ion. iu England, and join' with the mal-content.. So that what the ndderscap, <I. e_ 
Ilobility.) tOl!"tber with thi depotie. of other citie., have here lately alledged agoin.t 
the re.o!utioAS of tJJe city of Amsterdam [po 6, 7.] i. now manlfer!, thou~h ftlrmtrly 
kept as a ""cret, ~d Itoutly d..,W to the late klng ' lIy our .mblmit~or 10 En~land, 
tb&! the " POllloe cIid _ utMtortake that expedition with6nr the ji~lvioA. 'c6mm .. mica
tiqn, full approbatioa, andgood pleasure of the .tate.; and that ttle State.-t;~neral were 
moved ~ .oo~,dera.Wy to auiat him therein principally fer tbe liberty and pro>perity of 
OUt dtar Dative country." 

M\lROfCf, 1 tell them in our ltato"woliIII, l\>ag. g.1 co That \hi. expedition having 
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bee .. eft'ected by the auiotance of the arms of the States.Geacral, .~~ wi;h an aim at 
the saving of the Btate, ought not to be acCOUDted a foretgn exp.,htlOD. A.ad that 
[peg. 7.] """ing .. by. the ~nllrable provid.~ of Almighty God, ~ tbe wioe and 
,.ationt COIlduct oi h .. majesty of GEOat Bnlaln, .t bad that """'e •• wbicll Ie k_n to 
all the world, the states expect DO otber but tlollt it oboooIdi aeoessarily tenol to a· nar· 
rower and .tricter nuioD of thea. kingd .... witb this ltate, IIIHI that the ,lot ...... 11 be 
thereby made more iiI and able to graprle with all the ill deaisno witb whicb the e",,· 
mie. of th ... 10',1\11 baYe tbrealeaed ... o' 

Having thus rep~BIed to tl>em the coD<lition we were iD, and the beaefit we hoped 
to real' by the expe<iitioB, I proceed to .bew that we were not out in our polit.iek., aod 
that bowever IIi. p ..... nt m~esly hOI hehaved himself'" ..the .. , lie h ... till ite<ln Irl1e 
to our tnterest, and faithful to the promises he has made us, . 

And to prove th;" 1 shew theID. how careful he h .. been (notw'th.tanding the u ... 
gent occallions he h.aa had for '"U16Dt:y) to rel,ay us the oO(),DllOi. which cwr atatJes la14 
out upon the expedition j wheras. being DOW ~. oJ: Eng18l1'" be mlWlt, IA Itt. justice 
enough. have dIscounted it upon the old .scores betWixt us and that Ilatiau ever .ince 
Queen Elizlibt'th's pr{)tection. 

How sveed11y he sent Uli succours; 12,000 of their best men to weaken their strength 
and fortify us, eve~ befOre he took care to establish his own toott.e~ in Scotlaud, or 
proceed to the reduction of Ireland . 

.How careful he h .. been to put the .trong •• t pI....,. of trust inlo the hand. of nur 
couutr) men, or at least such as our ambassadors and the Earl of Portlanu were secure of, 
who, in .... of a turn of times, will be able to holl4 them out till w. can pour in fioeoh 
8uepliea. 

How religiously be bas obserVed his promise of making DO advance without the ad
vice and approbation of our ambaseadon"and Min Heer Bentingb. to whunl ht: has cau
led all the strength and weakne •• , together with all tbe commodiou. por .... landing 
plac .. , and creek. of that kJDgdom, to he imparted. 

How by their advice be bas mspersed the Englilh troops, Borne evell to both th~ In .. 
dies, that he may more easily gOVCID by a forejgn fo.reeJ and have no dependence upon 
8uch 8S had no regard to tbeir Datural allegiance, and rep~ated oathti of tidchty, to a 
pnnce that lovrd Ihem. 

I also represent to them the condition of the English 6eet and merchant.; HoW' 
many thousands have died thiS summer for want of wholesome provisions, and oven 
through scarcity of them alan (which deatruclion of oeamen •• of mighty imporlance to 
us) hoY{ many olen of war have been lost. How the mercbant-meo have b&d their 
8eamen pressed from their &hlp', and by that, and embargoes and .torms thiS year, have 
loat above two millions; and desire them to conaider, that he who baa been brought up 
amongst UB, is not a stranger to w Ir4t belongs to a tJ,:et and trade; 80 that the mllicar .. 
riag .. of bolh thea< cannot he attnhuted to biB want oj judgment or application, but 
to a fu!tber de.ign of weakeOlDg th.t kingdom, Bud ad vanclDS .... . 

1 lell thetn how h. was on« goin;: to remove all, or most 01 the English captains of 
ships, and pl\,t ours iu. their places, which had certainly been done, but that It would 
too soon have made tho secret known to the lIatioa. 

I alan .hew them, that lIOtwithstalKling the vat ltack he h .. in bank Unongot uo, 
l)e ,has been so cauttou&, both tor bis own co~ a~d ours, as Dot to touch ODe peoDI 
of It, bUI hu ~e the people of England fllJ'nioh bUD even beyond their pow.r .. ...a 
yet runs daily in debt there tor .tore. aad provisions, nay, even for bi& ooId,er.' pay ; 
~Y. which mean a, if he incre .. e Dot hi. ow ... took, (of whicb I baYe at PraeDt no JIG": 
Iltive accounl.) be at I ••• t impoverishes them to our wish, 10 that .hec-c:aftec tbcy will 
be able to do nothing without. our aulstance. . 

'Ii, tlUC he ha. gIven out tbort, that tbe Earl OfPortIaDd ia 10 d~w Slo,~ OU t ,ot 
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Ilis stock in the Eut lHi. tilde ; bat we know when that money _ aeot frOlll Eog
laud aad what pial ..... mlelted /lown to help to make up tbe SOlm, and that Uli. &t 
_i ohall be hereafter .dded to hie ban k 18 IRon tban probable. 

The .. thiags J demonlllrate to them as dODe lOr us, aud lllen &hew wllM benefit we 
baw. already reaped by these proc<etli1JlCll. 

That w' have (al r 1M<! btf~re) establiehed our interellt upon. 'rm aad laatiag fouII
dat,on, by tbeir ulter ",in, 1Ho'1Ig""'" truIIllers"f Ihe whole Lladeof the;nbabttuble .. orld. 

Th"t whilst be ~8 denied convoys to their merchant .mps. preacd t.Deir seameD, 
Ind, aft.r prom;"'. to .he eontrary, cI""pod embargoes upon all .,be .. outwam· buund 
ships. we have leut oot <nt,~ wrth aU fI't'eJOID, aDd haw: by tbat m6llftfl: got tbe chOice 
of aU fOreign commoditil"l at easy rates, I{ not the lole emption oj' tbml, aod vented 
our own at OU.f own price. 

Th.t by thne meaal and hi. pemJitHng us. to "'~.U sort .of comlDO<lities into 
Engfand in OUf ow. bottoms, our country IS enrIched' by thiS )ears war trc:bfe to wbat 
we expelldffi for the exped1tion, besides .he prospect of a perpetWflI cmjoYRleftt of a free 
sea aDd tr.ilick, nay, we may hope In W!De (a. I .ball .be .. hereof"'r) to ride Bl_ 
ot the British sta, aun make them tower therr topsalis fo us. . 

II. In lhe second pllce, to .h<:w ,,"'t he i. now damg to out _anloge, I tell them 
that I neefl on·ly mention these a<l'ti()lll8, by which 'ti. DI.nifeSt ae. hilS our interest iD 
his eye, and ulea all means to give us a lasting IDsurance of .11 these ~.td \biugs be 
baa procured for us ;· bul, besidf"s aU Ihese. has he:: not mOleover sent the Earl at Portland 
amongst us with fre!th proposa .. , if we Will further it"nd him OU1' assistance? 

Are Dot these propusals 80 arlvantageous to our IDtel en, that our states, wlao know 
thf'Ill, are more than wlllmg to .uSlst him with greate.r numbers of meD and ships this 
lumUler than they did the last? Again, • 

DOt's he ('oulItf;:nanct;' theu merchants, or hearken to their proposals for the advance
me[)t of trade, any more now than he did the last year? 

Is he 1I0t raising fresh recruits, and dally sending them hither in exchange for ours? 
And does he Dot pay.both the one and the other, (or at least engage for the payment,) 
by which a goud part of our army IS maID tamed fur us? Has he not all we last SUDl

mer been at two"thlrds of the ch<lrgt's fur maintalDlog the waf by sea, notwithstanding 
that it wal princ'pally eutered into. upon our aCCouDts, and that we are likely to be the 
only gamer. l 

fla. he not of late prorogued aDd dissolved thei, parliament, that he may elpouse the 
church of E.ngland's mleres.t, by which means the hberty of conscience we so much 
dread ca.n never be estahi-isDed, &Ad by wb~cb means all coll8cieatiou8 dissenters will, 
witb the J eWI. be agaill forced to take thell retreat amongst U8 ? 

Are not .rher.e, and many more, which he uoes for us, and permits us to do fOI our .. 
aelves, .uch th ings as no. klDga of England would ."er bave sujfered, and such as. would 
have cauoed a wor belwia our stat .. Knd' ~elB? And yet theme Uli"lJ" be does for U., 
and has done, and we are noll .. 'i.oed. I..m .... there"''''' .... 

III. Thirdly, and lastly, what good we may hope he will do for u., if we obstract 
not hiS designs. • 

This n<pend. mucb UpOIl future contiogeucioa, and measures are taken to fit aU 0<)00 
camODS. 

If be find it pouible to maintain bi. ground against ~e late KiDg Jam ... and the 
1'8 ..... ot Fraace, ill: k_. it c!anDO& be wi""t gW' IIdp, and our ... f ....... tco 8O$i.t-
"""" ; and we lI:no ... _poll ... to ...... we will Wild- bioll IIICh lIS wiU ... "'..,ioua. W. 
b_ t I 1I .... ..,..,.y _tioaed) ~ wished- for . " ....... Ii ...... , ",,<I- could not en-
dure Iti .. ef 'Eaiind ..... 101 be Ioiutfs a. _ and" JMioe uWow"," our ~p .. il. to 
thtDl' or N ltIIbjeet to sucb ta ...... <libel' JII_ilJed, . .oWd wi\1 .... ' think you, Jose .0 
~ . 'ttppoJ'ttnit1 fIi .tJippibg ...... ",. ~1"" • .-lyc, .., if· we ean. of making 
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use of it ourselves 1 We know he j, of. changeable humour. bu~ yet we knoW' allO II .. 
ambition. 'and' he 'cannot gratify hi, pride without being kind to ua, and no kindDeaa 
caD endear so much as to give liS up that prerogative by which we may have a free -'0 
a'Dd a plentiful trade above our competitors. 
, For this it is our statp.s are now labouring, and I hope all the opposition lOme of 
them seem to make, is but to facilitate this and the other conceasioDs we would have. 

But if he find it impossible for him to keep the throne. (as it iSlilostlikely,) biB de
signs we noW know aTe what you formerly told me. To fleece that proud and pam
pered nation, and leaye them neithtr men nor money, nor ammunition, nor ships, nor 
any thing to enable them to make war against us, or carryon a tr.de. 

Indeed. by Etll appearancesJ we may ('oDjrcture that he give'!..up the crOWD a& lost, 
and that this is the reason why he has already t'mptied the forts.of arms and ammuni
tion, the exchequer of money, and his palace of plate. furniture"aod jewels, He baa 
borrowed immense sums of the ·merchaDts, and is still borrowing morf, and yet paya no
body, scarce hi's own guards, because 'tis surmsed he reserves a city· plunder for their 
ftcompence.' He has prt'pared 5(.0 waggons. under preten¢ to go for Ireland, ' Lut we 
know that mrasures 8re alrearly laid how (if King James 8hould land and the nation re
turn to their allegianC'eJ he" may carry off all the booty with the remainder of Our annr., 
and a considerable farl bf the fleet, atld return to his dear native country, which wIll 
then receive him with open arms, notwithstandiug all jealowic:s that are now cast 
amongst us. I am, 

Min Heer, 
TM Hague, Feb. 15, 1690, Yours T. Van C. 

A letter to a Membtt' 'If the Committee 'If Grievance<, containillg ,ome 8tfuonablt Ilt
flections on Ihe present Administratioll if AffaiTl. ,inc. manDged by Dutell Onmcill. 

It. "at aimOit an inevitable contequence of the Revolution, tbat the new government, in order to 
:maintain itsell~ wat obliged to adopt meaauret of force and leyerily toe) much relftDbling tbOie 
which bad incensed the natian against James 1I. But the differenee Jav here, tbat tbeee.eve" 
rities were ()nly incidental to the timel, whE'reali James', were founded upon a .y.tematte per:wr
.iOD. of the Jaw, of the kingdom, attempted witbout having provocation, far !eA aecoII,,-,", iGr 
llleir apology • 

• 

S'B, 
IF you have read or beard .,f the cbt.ngep between 1640 aad' 1660, you C&Duot .be ' 

IW"prised at the aocidetlt. between 78 and 89. The pretences, tbe .ucee~ tIM> ...... 
~. u,ed and h.d in both .are so 60Ctly agreeable, that the lut wouid h ..... ""'"', 
... ".,...ble, hut that the same men who <lid procure tbe first h&Veoccuioaed~c,lat\Cll'1, 
The.dulgos we observe to he ~ .,!"e. and we begiu to .r~l the """",g~."lI!I1t.~ . 
• otIIeJ; or .. ther worlC. Te DiIIJt on the p,iallel, " u nciedleu u '" obew tboir 

8 . 
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malignity: It L. enough 11011' for us to bethink oUlgelveo how we have been twice gull
ed and cheated by diose men already. It is true, grievances we have bad, aDd atill 
have. and must elll(>tct more, as long as those are at tbe helm, who when they bad for ... 
feited their own intere.t and share in public administrations, complained of every 
tbing which othero did; until, by murmurs, lies, libels, lampoons, and ballads, they 
had made others as uneasy &8 themselves; that during a collvulsion of state they might 
mount the saddle, and ride us all, and with a vengeance, as they now do. Their pre
tence. were specious, but false, In their psmphlets they complained of falsehood and 
insincerity, yet never shewed us the mother of the Prince of Wales brought over in tbe 
Dutch fleet: the original league under King J ame,'s own hand with tke French king, 
to cut prot~tants throats; or the two witnesses of Essex's murder, as they promi.ec:l 
to us, They complained of sham storie. put upon the people; yet they published and 
gained more by a tbird sham declaration, than by tht ftlrmer; a sham psper of a fight 
in Ireland between papi.t and protestant, of 6000 killed of ane party, and 4000 of the 
other; and industriously lent men at midnight to tbe several carner. of the town to 
alarm the city with fears of a massacre fram the Irish, and the same throughout tho 
country; sham staries of the Dutch taking King James, and c<ft'ryiug him to Holland ~ 
sham papers of his death, and those licensed by authority: ·Thtf complained of a 
breach of promise, and a variance between the declaration at couQcil~board on the 6th 
of February, 1685, on the bebalf pf the church of England, and the Declaration for Li. 
berty of Conscience: but will not now remember the harmony between the promise 
to the London clergy on tbe \lOth of February laot, for the support of the church's es. 
tablishr.,ent, and" that they might depend on it;" and the speech made in parliament 
the 16th of March, for to capacitate all persons, not cufcepting atheists, fifth monarchy~ 
men, Bec. to enjoy all the preferments and offites in the nation. They feared unquali. 
fled men should come into parliament, yet have admitted persons outlawed and at"" 
tainted to it. They feared members would not take the oaths in King James's parlia
ment, but themselves never took the new ones in eight days after they had made them, 
when by their awn lltw none was to sit or vote till that was done; nnd yet they sat 
and acted all that time, and passed the maDey bill, which now hath relation to a day, 
when by an act of parliament, SO Car. II. cap, I. it appears they were not qualified to 
ma.ke it. :rbey complained of court officers being members of parliaments; yet have 
sohcited . ...,JI ,procured the choice of many such, when for their turn. They did com
plain of judge. not taking the oaths; but bave made several without .wearing allegi
ance, as the statute; of King James I. requires at the time of taking the oath of office .. 
They complain~d of judges patenta, tbat they were nat during good behaviour; bU8 
make all their own grants durante iJme P/4Cilo. even such as were usually for life, as tho 
lllllllter oftbe ",II, and the like. They camplainod Qf lewd and acandalous person&elIl
ployed and encouraged with public offices; yet preferred an outlaw, viz. R. F" to bq 
housekeeper to the e>lcise.office, and many others. Tbey complained of turning out 
Engliob <>Ilicer. to gratify the Irish with tbeir employments; but they are excu,able 
10 take the bread out of the mouths of hundred. of Eogli.b protes\llllla, t'lfeed foreign
ers in their pu.-. They ","",plained Qf cau .. I ... r<lmoval. of per.OJl. from public 
places j hut the _itter cries of many numerous families, depending for a livelihood upon 
tbe late owner. of thos. employ., shew what the practice naw is, They complain¢ of 
cloaetting; but have tl!lllQv¢ several for voliJlg accotdiAg \0. theit COIIIIciencea, as the 
~~of Grafton, $:c. They complained of billetting .oldiers ul"'n public-bou ... against 
\be owuers will; but still do the sallie Ihing. Tlle~ complaIned nr hanging soldiers 
ford_man .' reJotlS ; but after \Q\lg threats hove now mad._ a law, .. Tho.t whosoever 
.han excite, cause, or join in aD! tloiDg they .ball caillDutiny or ledition, or ,hall de· 
..... ·4aIliQlfer dealb, or auch ~r pujlialinlent .. b;f .. courl-martial .hall be inflic~, 
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ed." TWy ~.in of a popish army ~ but don't .... ign aoy difference bet_elm 0IIt 
JiAViBt .. d .""ther, "'hil. they mai.tala.oOO foreigners of that pellUasion at the pro
ttotarftll charge. Tiley complained of not takin~ the testa;. but would not allow an~ 
term or ... ';an. to take tltem In. They compl&ined of passIVe obedIence .. an unr .... 
_ble foolish, and imperiin.nt doctrine I bat DB.". it is treasonable to deny it. They 
... mplained of t.he buying of places, yet th.y themselve. ",U aU, nay, tllm out all that 
will not pay a yea,'s value. They colllplained of the tre"OIlable collecting of the rev....,., ,,~ King Chali .. II.'. death, yet ....,ei •• it with .... t an oct of parliament, IUId 
after it is <devolved to the people by the ablllicatioo, .. was agreed by all tb. lawy ... in 
the house the first day, though the case w" altered. a .. d th.y .,hanged their opinion. 
five -.l<s after. They complained of oppre.sive subsidies; hut give to the Dutch 
above half .. million of money, even without examination of accounts, when in justice 
they ou~t to have paid ua mucH more, being ·gaine ... by the diversion of this year'. 
IItorm tram themselves, by making us the stat of war to prese"c their own peace. 
They oomplained of a breach upon Englishmen's liberties, by long im'prisonment8, for 
'WB'Dt of ex-ce&8i're bail demanded in evasion of the habeas C01"pU8 act; but themselvei 
have absolutely so.pen~ed it, though it i. hoped they may live to rept'nt of the prece
dent, a8 an argument hereafter for the like or a longer suspellsion Upob an aUedged ne
cessity. They complained of the encouragement given to a gentlemall for writjng an 
O~gervator; but themselves have maintained a Gazetterali(l a Remarker, which is two 
to dbe. They complained of Johnson', usage for writing a boo1t .. vi •. lulia" the Apos
tate; bot gaoled the autA.or of a sheet of paper, Vir. The OeserllOtl dlScu..etI. They 
complained of Sir Thoma Arm&trong's e~~cution without the &ld of a jtny, l"ou~h 'in 
pursuance to a 4fstatn~, vit. S Eciw. Vl. cap. t 1. yet thr.eatt"(\ ot'hers with attainders, 
without cBUing them to a'tlswa, though in prison and at forthcoming. They com. 
plaiDed of unjust aocusation. And persecutions j yet Sir John :Moor was prosecuted be
fore a smaH committee. consisting chIefly of such persons who were his accusers, or 
uaquaJified for acting'IICoording to the known customs and usages of the city. lbey 
complained of the deeay of English trade; and yet Vutch furdgners are encou",!!,," 
and ·etnptoyed to ihlpdrt !!"Ods, which by law ought to be done by English bottmM 
OI1ly. They "Complained of brea<:h of the la ..... but bave forgot what the raw .. y., that 
there can be no interregtl""', .Dd that a father i, elder than a child, tbat an uncle it 
pt'eferabl. to a nephew, a brother before his aister, in ca ... of inheritanOtS. They are 
verf pre .. ing fur a bill. of o",,?prehen.ion and. indulgen~; yet are about to imp.oIe 
tbe1f nt.W oaths of alle81ance wlth the utmost "gour f hopIng to· nuee money, or Im
prUon or rum all those who make conscience of their oaths to King James. And in
stead of preserving our properti.., a rourth part of tbe money of the nation will &Caree 
serve for a present aup!,ly to "'oure their usurpations. Thus you see what 'Ire our 
grievauccs, aDd bow we are relieved. 

J uv. Sat. IS. 
c",...uttllltt ""do", dftier .. criMitlafot. ; 
Tik crucem pmium ,cekri8 tuJit, Ioic diad_. 

Witb djjJ'erenJt fates me .. act the aelf.aame crimes, 
WhilIIt _e'. reward .. a croo, the ""'-"a a diadem, 
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Robnt Spenser, Ear' or Sunderland, make. too prominent III figure during the reign of James II. 
The indecent readine .. with wWlh he changed hi, religion to that of ebe klDg, and hi. treacbery 
in pushing tht' unfortunllte JaOlel upon every uopopu1.r meuure; Gombined with hit auddea 
retIrement to Holland 011 the eve of the RevolutioD, and the publication of thit letter, in order 
to increaae the public odiuUl agaiost hi, indulgent and too partial muter, caD ne"er be excul
pated or explain~d a.way. He reaped the reward of hi, treacberl' being made lord chamberlafn 
ofthe hourtehold to Kmg Wilham. But beiog lupfloled to be mimic.-' to. 'landing army, he 
'WUohliged to resign bit office, and retue to the country in tbe year 1697. He died at b.iJcoua
Cy &eat ID 1702. 

To comply with what you desire, I will explain .ome things which we talked of be. 
fore I left England. I have been in a station of great noise, without power or acivan. 
ta~e whilst I was in :t, and to my ruin now I am out of it. I know I cannot justitV 
myself by aaying, though it is true, that I thought to have prevented much mischief; 
for when I found that I could not, I ought to have quitted the service: Neither is it an 
excuse that I have got none of thost things -which usually engage men in public af. 
fain: My quality is the same it ever was, and my estate much worse, eveD ruined, 
though 1 was born to a very considerable one. which I am uhamed to have spoiled, 
though not so much as if 1 had increased it by iqdirect means. But to go on to wbat 
),ou expect: The pretence to a dispensing power being not only the first thing which 
"'a. much disliked since the death of the late king, but the foundation of all the , .. t, 
I ought to begiD with tbal which I bad 80 little to d. with, that 1 Dever heard it spoken 
of till tbe time of Monmouth's rebeliioD. that the kiDg told lOI1le of the council, of 
which I was one, that he was resolved to give employmenll to Roman catholicks, it 
beiDg lit that all pe ...... Ihould serve who oould be useful, and o. whom he might de. 
pond. I think every body ad,ised him again.t it, but with little dfect, .. was SOOn 
....,: tbat party .... 10 pleaoed with what the king bad done, that tbey persuaded him 
to me.tion it iD hi. opeech at tbe next meeting of the parliameDt, which he did. after 
"'auy debate., wbetber it was proper or not, in all wmcb I opposed it, as i. known to 
very consitlerable pd_ .. lOUIe of !"hi~h we .... of aDother opiDiqn, for. I thought it 
",ould engage the kll.g 100 far, and It did give such offence to the pa,hament, that it 
.. as thoughl Deco....,. to prorogue it. After whicl) the king fell immediately to the 
OI1!1portieK the dispenilinS poW .... the moot chimerical thing tbat was eYer thought of, 
uti, "'~ be 10 bUllle SO_I here it as abaolute as in Turke7, alIlK>wer being 

Yolo a, t. 



Tract. d"riIy: tile Rtip 'qf KfIlK William Ill. 

included in that one. Thi. i. the .ense I ever had of i~ and when I heard lawyen de
fend it t never changed my opinion or language; however it went OD, mOlt of the 
judge. being for it, and was the chief business of the state, till it was looked on as set
tled. Then the eccJesiastical court was set up, in which there being so many consider
able men of .everal kinds, I could have but a .mall part; and that after lawyen had 
told the kIng it was legal, and nothing like the Hi~h Commission Court, I can most 
truly say, and it is w,n known, that" for a good while I uefemled Magdalen College 
purely by care and industry, and have hundred. of times begged of the king never to 
grant mandates, or to change any thing in the regular CUUl1lf of ecclesiastical affain. 
which he often thought reasonable, alld then by perpetual importunities was prevailed 
upon against his own sen.e, which was tbe very case of Magdalen College, .. of some 
others. 

These things which I endeavoured, though without success, drew upon me the anger 
and i11 will of many about the king, The next thing to be tried, was to take off the 
penal Jaws and the tests, so many having promised their concurrence to·wards it, that 
bis majesty thought it feasible, but he soon found it was not to be done hy that parlia
ment, which made aJi the catholicks desire it might be dissolved, which 1 was '0 much 
against, that they complained of me to the king, as a man who ruined all hi. designs 
by opposing the oBly thing could carry him on; liberty of conscience being the fonn
dation on wbich he was to build. That it wa, first offered at bv the Lord Clifford, who 
hf it had dODe the work, even in the late king's time, if it had not been for his weak
nesst and the weakness of his ministers; yet I hindered the dissolution several weeks, 
by telling tbe king that tbe parliament in being would do every thin/f he could desire, 
but the taking of!' the penal law. and the tests, or the allowing his dISpensing power; 
and that any other parliament, though ,uch a one could be had as was proposed, would 
probably never repeal tho.e laws; and if they did, the,)' would certainly never do any 
thing for tbe surport of the governmen~ whatever eXIgency it migbt be in. At that 
time the King 0 Spain was sick, upon which I said often to the king, that if be should 
die, it would be impossible for bis majesty to preserve the peace of Christendom; that 
a war must be expected, and such a one as would chiefly concero England; that if the 
pretent parliament continued, he migbt be 6ure of all the help and service he could 
wish, but in case he dissolved it, he must give over all thoughts of foreign affairs, for 
no other would ever assist him but on such terms as would ruin the monarchy ; so that 
from abroad, or at home, he would be destroyed, if the parliament were broken, and 
any accidentAlould happen, of wbieh there were many, to make the aid of hi, people 
Dece&Rllry to him. Thie, and much more, 1 said to him .aeveral times privately, aod in 
tbe heanng of otber, ; but being overpowered, tbe parliament was broke, tbe closetting 
went on, and a new oDe was to be chosen j who was to get by cioaetting I need not 
say, IIut it was certainly not I, nor any of my friends; many of them suftered, who I 
would fain have saved; and yet I mu.t confess with grief, tbat when the king was re
solved, and tbere was no remedy, I did not quit, as I ougbt to have done, but served 
on in order to the ca!ling another parliament, In the midst of..U the preparatiogj for 
it, and wbilst the corporations were regulating, the king thouglii fit to order hi. deeJa.. 
ration. to be read in all churches, of which I most solemnly protelt I ne.er beard oIIe 
word till tbe king directed It in council: that drew on the petition of my lord the Areb
bIShop of Canterbul}', and the other lord. tbe bi.hops, and the proseculion which I no 
so openly agai\lst, lhat by arguing continually to sbew the inJu.tic. and imp~ 
of It" I brought the fury of the Roman catholicks upon me to such a degree, ..,d 19 
u~anlm?u.ly, that I was juat sin 'ling; and I wish I had then auuk: l;lut wbailfver I 

"did fooh.hly to prese"e myself, I continued .till to he the object of their h.~ 
1 ~ly.d to serve tbe t>ublick. .. wdl as I could, whicb I ,am ~Ilre IIIIIIt of \be . '
derable protealanta then at court can testify, and .0 CIIII one cmi_ 111l1li Iii , :. 



try. .bom llrOUld bav. persuaded to come into bu.in .... which he might have done to 
have help~ me to ",,.st the violence of those in power; but he despai",d of being able 
to do any goqd. and therefore would not engage. Some time after came the first news 
of the prince'. deaigno, which were not then looked on aa tbey have proved, nobody 
foreaeeing the miracl .. be has done by his wonderful prudence. conduct, and courage; 
for the greateat thin!! wbich h .. been undertaken theae thousand years, .or perhapI 
ever, could not be eftected without virtue. hardly to be imagined till aeen nearer hand. 
Upon tbe tirot thought of hi. coming, I laid hold of the opportunity to pre .. the king 
to do .. veral thinga· which I would have hod don~ooner; the chief of which wer.c to 
r .. tore Magdalen College, and all other ecclesiaatical preferment.; which bad been dI
verted from what they were intended for, to take off my Lord Bi.hop of London's 
suspension, to put the countries ioto the same hands they were in some time before. to 
annul the ecclesiastical court, and to restore entirely all the corporations of England: 
The .. things were done e/fectually by the help of some about the king; and it wa. then 
thought I had destroyed myoelf; by engaging against the Roman catholick party, to 
.uch a height a. had not been seen; they dispersed libels of me every day. told the 
king that 1 betrayed him, that I ruined him by persuading bim to nlake ,nch shame
ful conde.cension.; bnt most of all, by hinderIDg the ,ecuring. t110 chief of the disaf
fected nobility and gentry, which was proposed as a certain wAy. to break all tbe prince', 
measures, and by aavj~iDg his majesty to call a free parliament, and to depend UpOll 
that ratber than upon foreign a.,istance. It i. true I did give him those council. which 
were called weak to· the last moment he suffered me in his service; then I was accusCd 
of bolding correspondence with the princeJ and it was every where &aid amongst them, 
that no better could be 'expected from a m_\J so related a. I was to the Bedfond anli 
Leic .. ",r tamilies, and '0 allied to Duke HamIlton alIa the Marquis of Halifax. After 
this accusations of high treason were brought a.gain!Jt me, which, with some other rea· 
sons relating to affairs abroad, drew the king's ui~pleasure upon me, 50 as to turn me 
out of all withuut any consideration, and yet I thought I escaped well, expecting no
thing I ... than the loss of my head, a. my Lord Middleton can tell, and I believe none 
about the court thouaht otherwise; nor had it been otherwise if my disgrace had been 
deferred a day longer; all thing. being prepared for it, I was put out the '27th of Oc
tober, the ROml1D catholicks having been two months working the king up to it with
out intermission, besides the several attacks they had made upon me before, and the 
unusual assistance they obtained to do wh.d they thought so necessary for the carry
ing on their affairs, of which they never had greater hope than at tbat \ime, as may be 
remembered by any who were then at London. Dut you d<sired I wiDuld say some
thing to you of Ireland, which I will do in very few words, but exactly true. 

My Lord Tyrconnell has been so absolute there, that I never had the credit to make 
an eOlign., or keep one in, nor to preserve some of my friends, for whom I was much 
concerned, from the least oppre .. ion and injustice, 'though I endeavoured it to the ut
most of my power; but yet with care and diligence, being upon the place, and he ab
senly I diverted the calling a parliament there, which was designed to alter the acts of 
.. ttl_ment. Chief J ohtice Nugent and Baron Rice were sent over with a draught of 
III .ct tor that pIlrpoae, {urRisbed with all tbe pre •• ing arguments could be thought on 
II> ~de tbe king, &lid I wa. offered forty thousand pounds for my concnrrence, 
.,.blch I told to tbe king. aDd shewed him at the aame time the inju.tice of what was 
propol!'d to him. ali the p",judice it would be to that country, WIth so good lucce •• , 
that he ttlQlved DOUO thiilk"Of it tbat year. and perhaps never. This 1 w .... helped in 

~
lOIIIe frie!jd., ~cWorIy my Lord Godolphin. who know. it to be true, and so do 
~ before Duioed, U>d se.eral others. 
~ omit aa~ing ~i\l& of France. there having been .0 milch talk of a league 

foc\t"'I.'. ~)f,,? k, • . 1, ~ ~ 1 Dever ~I\CW 'of any; &nli. it· /.here were sucb a 
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thiDlf, it _ eafIied on by other sort of III<1l I .. t .~mmer. Indeed F'ftwch ohi", "etw 
ofrem\ 'In join with our fleet, ann they "ere r.fused ; since! the noi .. of the prince" de
.ign more ~hip' ",ere oIf ... ed. and it "' .. agreed bow they .hould be commanded if.,vet 
detil'Pd. I oppo.ed to death the accepting of them. at well •• any •• &i.lan"" of rIIen. 
aad can say mo.t truly that I wa. the principal meana of hindering both. by the help 
of lome lords, with whom I contult.ed every day, and they with me. to prevent what 
we tbought would be of great prejudice, if not JUinou •• to the nation, If tbe report it 
true, of men, ships, and money. intended lately (or England ollt of France, it was agreed. 
upon since I was out of business, • without my knowledge; if it had been otherwiit, 
I belie"e no body think. my disgrac.""ould h.ve happened. My greatest mi.fortune 
b .. heen to hi! thought the promoter of those things I opposed aDd deteated. whilst 
aome I could name have been the inventors and contrivers of what they hav~ had the 
art to lay upon oth.n : and 1 WM often fooli.hly willing to bear what my muttr would 
have done, though I used all .. possible endeavours against it. I lie under many other 
misfortunes and afflictions extreme heav~t but I hope they have brought me to reflect 
on the occasion of them, the loose, negligent, unthinkiDg life 1 have hitherto led, ha
.iog be.n perpetually hurried away from all good thoughts by rl ... ur., idl.n .... tbe 
vanity of the court, · or by business :-1 hope, I say, that I ahal overcome all the di .. 
orders my former life had brought upoo me. and that I shall spend the r.maining part 
of it in begging of"Almighty God that 'he will plea .. either to put ao tod to myaotTer_ 
ing', or to give me strength to bear them, one of which he will certainly grant to such 
ai rely on hnn. which I hop. I do with the submi .. ion that becomes a good Chriatiaa. 
J would eolarlfe on thia .ubj.ct, but that I f.or you might think 80methIDg el •• to be 
the reaton of It, besides a true sense of my faults, and that obhges me to reatrain my • 
.. If at present. I beli.ve you "'ill repent in having engaged me 10 give yo" tbi ..... 
"""'Dt, but 1 canDot tbe doing wbat yO" d .. ire of me. 

i, 

" 
'I'M whip, u ,,!eJl U tbe toriet,joined their jealouliet and complaints to embarraSI the goftl'lloo 

ment of W:dham Ill. The fo~er ~gan to reflect with di.aLllfaction, that they had ii,'. grMl 
measure ,nuueti the opporto!llty whl(.h the Revolutioq afforded theul, of Darrowjog the I'OJ'" 
PJeroga~lve, and that JQ thell ,horry. to pla~ on the, throne a king after their own beart, the)' 
ha~ OU1!t~d ~o. make tbo,!! ltipulations agalOlt ~I blttary power, ,,1~leh had beeD Lbeir pri.QOI~ 
o~Ject ID 1D!lbog the Pnoce of Orange to BrItain. Thul vend at their own preeipil&Ddt .. 
dllpleued WIth, ~he Ihare of favour exte~~~d to Nottingham, aad lOme other leadiog toriet, ana 
not m~cb conClhated by the .<:c;Nd a~d mlh~ry hauteur of the new king, they lent thelt aid to the 
J aco,bltes, to dlstorb u adnuolKratlon wblcb waa ebieO,. formed from their own party, &ad 'liD 
emblt~r the 8~ve~m~t of 8 .moDarcb :-vhom thrt,. tbelilNIv" ba,d railed 10 \he u.-. fill 
{ollow.lug trealJK 11 an illu.tr.tIOQ of their ,iews IUKI leDbmeali at lb.1 ~riod. 

• 

~H£RE tho king end. hi •• peecb I ",iij .. gin mine, Sipoo bit ~1!~ 
U', That w. have .ucb an opjlortunity Dnw 10 •• ttle the fubUe qwet I11III p~ 



ef\lleoe killll<lomo, &lid a11.EMrope,.' we caIl"'_ hope ' to 'lte &pie," we eus/lt, I 
tbiok, to belleve him, and ~pply it the beat w.y we caD to. common wely. GiYe me 
leave, therefore, to .. y .and preoa you, by all that i. dear to)iQU; your Iibertieo, your 
bou.our. your poaterity. that having but one throw more for )lour livee, for your aU, 
you triOe DOt. you mistake nOl, you mi ...... not this opportunity. .. Charity begin. at 
home;" it is a sensible proverb, and never more sealOoabIe; and to IDltru4 ounelvCl 
the beat we can, allow me to look back a little into forroer reign •. 

Tbe otrllggle that has been in theae kingdoms .inee the latter end of KingJa"","h" 
Fint's time, between the court and country party,.noot, I am 8ure it ought DOt, to 
be unknown to any member that has the honour-of litting in patH-ament; for nothior 
i. more instructive amI accomplishing to lohe persons that compose it .• We shall 604 
an endeavour in the court to grow upon the rights and privileges of the people, and a 
most flattering clergy ever ready to stamp all these attempts, under the banner of pre
rogative, with theirjurc divino. 1 wHl not run into thei; history, that of the Star. cham" 
ber shail prevent me, to be had at t:very bookseller's; there caonot be a worse nor a 
truer. It Jeads me to pity kings, and excuse them, for their errors of their government 
are rarely their own i they see and hear by otber men's eyes aDd ears; and u they are 
intere.ted, king. are abu.ed, and royal authority dishonourably.employed. It bas beea 
the endeavour as well as duty of the sovereign council of this ~jnKdom to give a check 
'" lb.se abu .... by repre.entiog freely to their kings the law, Ute1:on.titutioDI, whM 
they may and may not do, what is hj~ and what is theira, their consistency and de
pen~lC'ncy, aDd the dangerous coo'aequence of their adhering to such count.els, and ~
listing in those courses. And to the honour of the constitution, and wisdom of our 
parliaments be it spoken, those kings have left the fuireat characters to their names, that 
have liv<d b .. t with their parliaments; and you will 6&<1 that they have been tbe abl",t 
and valiantesl of our princes, that have teeD. them bfteneat and followed their advjce 
malt; but three grut opportunities we have lost, which I will but hint at that you may 
increase your zeal, hy remembering them to improve this only one that is left us, by 
which to retrieve the loss of them, and save all. 

The first was, the concessions of King Charles I. to the nineteen propositions pre
IOnted to hilt> ill the Isle of Wight, by the parliament, 1647, which the king himself 
&IIurea us were not the constraint but illumination of his atflictions; for, after a seriea 
of ,ucce,sea againat. him. the houses only prayed their ancient ris:hts of him, that 
though personally in their power, they desired ever to be under hl8 legal authority, 
and abhorred 10 be tbought tu have their king at tbeir mercy, but that they only re
deemed him from the ill counsel of merciless and mercenary men. T.lis opportunity 
was iost by the interruption of their own victoriau! army, which, influenced by a feW' 
IUperior officers that found not their account by the peace, had alway. the mean" and 
method. to dilCOIltent their followers against their masters, and so turned their swordb 
DpOn thooe that paid them, and from that time fought for their leaders rather thaD their 
country; tbough in thi. the men were possibly outwitted and abused. The ill conse
queDcea of this oversight, or rather violence, were many and terrible. First, that the 
king's tr,gicai death, not only a disbonour to the nahon, but a beheading of the go
yernment; a preposterous disabling of the coDltitution, u well as an unlawful action. 
Seq,rw,lly. from thi. sprung new wars with Scotlaad, and all 0"., thi. kingdom, in 
~tnt, E ... x, .w al .. , and Lancashire, eopeciaUy at Dunbar, Preston, and Worcester J 
and lbough the .. ;nl that were opened afr •• h UPOD this .ad occaoioo, bled freely and 
largely •• ery w~er .. and put all parts of the kingdom into mourning,. more penshing 
in two yearl of thi .... ~ civil war, tban in the Itven years of the first; yet the fa
~~ part of the bUlill'" wu the bani.hment of the young prin~ .. ; for when tbey 
....... I_pallid ,to ... k tbeii, txe.d &IIIODS .t ..... Ser .. the)' leamed their customs, and 
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... eked in wilh foreign air ootlandisb. principle.;. and thia naturally. led tMm !G:dis
like tbe government, as well as the people of thell own country; "hleh ,!ery conSIder
atioa bat sometim .. obliged me 10 make allowance. in my own r.ctlon,. upon tbe 
conduct of the brothers, who perhap' wer~ more unhappy than faalty, aod mllCk of 
tltat owing to ~s oUlsdvea. I will clQSe thtt remark with saymg, we h~ saved our 
king, our allegaance. our honour, our blood and tr~a8ure, and a better thl'fJg, our ga
vernment, if we had improved tb. lale of Wight opportunity. Rut 80me will Illy this 
was Dot the act of the kingdom, but of a few ambitious men; true, but the consequences 
were as bad; and for that rellon .. us have a care of victoriou. armies, and their ala" 
bitious leaden, while they are in our power; there i~ at leut, that inltruction in it. 
But our next instance shall be of an opportunity .s extravagantly lost, and with a sort 
of universal neglect, if not consent; and that was the restoration of his aon King 
Charles II. For he that would have married Lambert', daughter, and returhea UPOIl 
almost ",publicon principles, "", .. Id certainly have thought it duty .nd religion to have 
lubmitted to, and performed his royal father 's commissions to the privilege. of the 
people, and power of parliaments, but this opportunity was slipt too j our extremes 
were 80 great in Jove and hatred, that we could not find in our hearts to observe any 
mean for the real good of prince and people: We would ~e debauched in SpIte to the 
preciseness of the party. we hated, and the king should return unconditional, that we 
might be even with them for their unmonarchll.:al principles. It was rebellion now to 
tight by hi' authorityagain.t his person, and treasoo to distinguish his politick /Tom 
his personal capacity ; and parliaments themselves might be (hsloyalJ for we are told, 
c' That our kings being IOvereignl, they had no supellor but God; and their people, 
neither collectively nor representatively, could so much al put the least restraint upon 
the person of their king, and that such attempts were treason Within tlle 25 Ed. III., 
and much more, to alter the ancient frame of the government." But about 66, be
ing awakened out of our excesses of joy and re\'enge, by the nature of things. we re.
pented too late; and after 78, we would have gh'ell half onr estates, and as O'Iueh of 
our blood too, for such .n opportullity .s what we had so prodigally and irrecoverably 
lost. 

This fal .. step we hoped to retrieve by the Bill of Exclusion, but that hecame abor
tive as it deserved; for it was purely personal in its regards, loving one man more than 
liberty, and hating another man more thRn slavery; and miserable is that people whose 
security is more from the temper of the magistrate than the constitution of the go
'fernmellt. The next g~8teSt opportunity of all was at the election of this king. He 
Rcm8 not to uve come for a crown, but our lafety; to secure the succession tather 
than obtain the posseslion: Doubtless we surprised him with the tender of il, and as 
one unable to rcsist our love, after he had overcome our fears, he submitted to the bur .. 
then of a crown, to preserve what he bad procured for us; 'I A deliverance from our 
jealousi .. of popery ond a despotic! power.' To do what IVe should have dooe in tIwae 
former OCt'.all0nl, had been to save U8 ipdeetl, but we JOlt our memory now in lin jey., 
.. we had done before. I will Dot 6ay our wits, and ~SB our morall j bue tbat-'We 
ahould mi~ of tbe beet part of Ihe end of our .ending for hi~, and hie comiDg, baa 
~methm~ In It so .reproa~hful t? our under.8tandlDga or IDtrgnty. that it js neyeJ' ~ be 
WIped off, but by Improvmg thIS opp0rtumty DOW ID our hands, and whicb the "101" 
tells ue is like 10 be the last: And IIDCO it may be the last time alao tltst I "".y .... 
the honour of ~aking to you, at least so .olemoly, g've me leave to ...., all tlle no. 
dom of an Engll'hman, and lake every tbing in good part. as it i. mtant in the ~ 
eat good will; for whatever b. the •• cceaa. I .hall have the .. ti.t .... hm of. hiI¥i8i 
dealed my cOIIScieDce; that if the a .. \IIon of onr .. fety come bereefl,u to ~.e. 



mea .. of MIt deatructiou, tlse world and J>QIterity shall know I had no hand in the 

t~r-which I call the present opportunity i. taking tbe ad.antage of tbe necessity of 
affairs, to settle the government upon ita true baais, and supply wbatever we find de
fective. If this yet wanto an explanation, then I "y, "Let u. DOt give a Pfnny of 
money till we are safe at home;' let us be out of danger from being the worse for 
victory; let U8 know what is ours, how we shall keep it, and what we have in future 
to trult to. As the king tells uo, " We must oink under the great power of Franee, if 
in this seasion we make not provision for a vigor. opposition to Franoe;'" so I &011 
you, unless you secure yourselves against the very allccesaes you 'hope for, your provj. 
sions may be tbe meaDS of your own ruin, instead of safety. The king ~s a stranger to 
our conJtitution, and W85 nearer to the crOWD in blood, than to our government in htt 
education. He is very able in military affairs, and tRe civil too of the place he took 
his breeding io, and has better know ledge in foreign·aWairs than we have; but in Eng
lish business it is no dishonour to him to be told his relation to us, the nature of it, and 
wiu~.t is fit for bim to do; and who should or who can do it· with that freedom and au· 
thority, that we may and ought to do? And the rather, because we see bow much he 
is influenced by ill or weak men, that are the mere creatures Qf·power; some stained 
in their credit, or beggars; others covetous, and that have "se£on<i broods to provide 
for; some voluptuous and prodigal; a vast number of foreigners that wait both for 
fortunes and title upon the conclusion of this war, enough to move a conqueror to ask 
or take more power~ than is for the safety of our constitution to suffu. 1 cannot tOr ... 
get that I have read Cresnr's story, what he did with his victorious army wIlen he re
turned home, and have seen something to the same purpose in our own country. The 
world has very few Solons, Dions, and Scipi08 in it j. and to be very free with you, a8 
the time aDd case obliges me, there are some passages I have observed since the Revo. 
lutioD. with no little regret; the employment of unpopular and ungrateful men, the 
laying by the most zealotlll men in the change, and as able as anJ body to serve; tbe 
pressing in the house by ministers; the interruption of the habeas CorpUI act, though 
the liberty of it be dec1ared a fundamental right; practices upon evidenqes, even to 
bland, by pt'Omiaea and tbreata, which are boots and bribes in the upright sense of thi, 
softmmeDt; tlJe general complaint of sober men, Scotchmen, of the violation of the 
conditions u]>On which they pre.ented the king with the crown of Scotland, and tbe 
wracking of an Englishman there, against the laws of that kingdom as well as of this; 
and, it is said, by particular orders from hence; Jast of all, the danger_ and scandal of 
our administrcLtion in general, by the employment of incompetent perst90sJ such as are 
suspected of falseness, or that are of known insufficiency; as often as any free or gMd 
thing i. proposed, they oppose it in pretence of upholding the monarchy; and, aM with 
Ihis, they flatter the mo.t dangerous and weak part of this king, so if be comes to fail 
they recomm."d themselves to King James, if be or bis .on succeed with the merits of 
llI.pporting the crown against a commonwealth: For these reasons [ am led to say, if 
tl"s be the laot opportunity for the king to be victorious, it may be tbe la.t opportu
Dity for UI to be free. The fonner princes wanted not good qualities, and were acces
sible upon.all oocaaioDI, and <:xtremely civil, as if they had a mind to live w.1I witb 
their people, but they bad not power to .. si.t tbe evil influences of some men about 
tboon. ADd though th,is king obews great magnanimity in the field, be i. conquered 
daily;" the c:ai>iDet; ·aod by wbom, pray, more than by him that in the worot of times 
_.u wont of too\J? .nd to tb. eternal infamy of tbis govemmetn, i. endured .t 
th., head· of affioir. in ...... against France, that was by tbe commons of England irn
l"I"clie4"""nJ.etten 1IIIder bis "wn bad of a t>eacberou. negociation wi'" Franco. Nor 
• ~ .u bJackeat of hi. crimet, ADd therefore DOt the gro .... t of our follies to suffer 


