
In tbis operation we sustained a loss of ~nly twenty killed and 

wounded, while the enemy were lessened in tIleir numbers by 

uesertions into the country, and by action, nearly three hundred 

men. 

Aftel destroying the fortifications, which from their strength 

required some time, the Admiral with his squadron sailed for Jamaica 

upon the 13th of December, and previously received from the 

Governor and illhabitants of the place the warmest acknowl('dgmenti 

for the humanity and generou; treatment they had experienced. 

The bombardment of Carthagena, in February, 1740, and the 

attack upon Chagre (a fort situate upon the mouth of a river of that 

name, a little to the nortb-west of the Gulf of Darien), were all that 

could be performed before the arrival of reinforcements and supplies 

from Europe, now O\m.:h wanted. The latter surrendered, after a 

conl c!:.l with the men of war and bomb-kC'tches, upon the 24th of 

March, when the Castle situate'} on a rock, imd the Custom-house, 

under its protection. were demolished and burnt. The fleet after

wards returned to Port() DelIo, :lUd from thence to Jamaica. 

At this period cvllsidcrable exertions were making at home, will) 

a view to attack more effectually the Spanish possessions in South 

America, as well 410; their own coasts. 

A large number of men of war was assembled at Spithead, and 

Lord Cathcart, with six regiments of Marines, llOW considerably 



strengthened, with other Em""" were encamped in the Isle of Wight, 

and continued in readinefs for thele intended scrvices. 

It was not until the 26th of October that the fleet scl sail frern 

St. Helens for Jam~icat where they arrived in the month of January t 

174" The united forcec which were embarked on board were 

Wentworth'~ Ikrrison',f and Cavendidl's~egiment5 of Foot, with 

the six regiJll"ntli of Marines a!>eady detailed. 

Unlimunatdy for b .. <:ountry, and that profession of whicll he 

was so bright an ornament, Lord Cathcart very ("arly fell a victim 

to tbe climate, when the oolMlaftd duolved upon the Honourable 

Brigadi"" ~Il<'riil Wentworth. 

The whole /ioroe smed from Irish Bay, in Hispaniola, upon tbe 

'5tla of Febroary, 174', CODsisting in .U of""" I" ... <ired ~nd twenty

four 'Sail, having MeR reinfor.ced by two .of the Marine regiments 

n.i&ed within tJ1C American provinces. and other levies which had 

been pteriously formed in those oolonies. 

Upon the 4th of March. in tbe evening, the whole anchored 

in til. Grand Playa, to windward of the town of Carthagena, the 

intended object 'of their attaek. 

After the necessary arrangements, the fleet moved forward ill 

'two divisionst upon tme 9th, to sileJtOle the ~IJt Mm, as 

poepa,.wry t~ the landing of the wOIIf'6. Alier lillie -.... tnan 
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one hour'o-cannon.de, thOle of St. Jago and St. Philip we'" deserted 

by the en~my, ,vhen five hundred grena.diers made a descent under 

their wal1s, and took possession of them. Against the I r;th, every 

sol{lier, with lhe lents, tools, artillery, and ordnance slores were 

landed, the ground was cleared, and an encampment formed. 

About this time, the Admiral being informed by General Went

worth that the army was much incommoded by a strong fasci lle 
, 

battery on the opposite side of the harbour, called the Burradera 
• 

side, he detached a number of boats, full of men, under the conduct 

of Captain Boscawen, having under him Captains Laws and Coats, 

of tbe navy. 

Upon no occaSIon was intrepidity ever more conspicuous, and 

that great man at this time gave an earnest of what his country 

might expect from him. In their approach they did not oble"" 

from its situation 0. small battery of five gl1ns, but they soon remedied 

their error, by resolutely pnsning on shore, and gaining possession, 

after a sligllt resistance, 

The enemy rousing a little from their surprise at the other, con~ 

sisting of fifteen 24·pounders, opened their fire from two guns; but 

fonowing up the same spirited course, the seamen, headed by th~ir 

gallant leaders, advanced most rapidly, and carried this it"",! 

batleryalso, 



-Here tbey spiked up all the guns, destroyed the platfonns, and 

completely effecled this important object with but liule loss. The 

enemy, well knowing the value of this position, soon mounted two 

heavy cannon, which were again silenced by a sbip o~ered for that 

purpose. A third opportunity-and the same scene uf action afforded 

a display of Naval courage, when six other guns W('fC once more 

destroyed, with every appendage to them. 

These repeated· efforts much aided the operations of the 

now employed in the reduction of the Castle of Bocca Chiea. 

Army 

Upon 

the 25th of March, a practicable breach having been made in it, 

the general communicated his determination to storm it. Al'cordingly 

Admiral Vernon assembled all the boats, in order to co-opernlet 

baving landed their men within view of the enemy, where the fascine 

battery was fixed. This was a weU .. judged diversion; for when the 

grenadiers advanced to storm, at the hour appointed, they met no 

resistance, as the Spaniards fled without firing a shot. 

A panic had now seized the enemy, who set fire to one of their 

ships. Taking advantage of this state, the boats r C501 vcd to attempt 

the fort of St. Joseph, which was immediately evacuated. 

Being now within the boom thrown across the harbour, Zlnd tho 

Dons, seemiDg determined to sink their ships, they judged it proper 

to row on, and soon boarded tIie Galicia, carrying the .flag.,of 

the Spanish Admiral. - These obstructions being removed, the 
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Admiral and the squadron. still with much difficulty, 'moved into 

the harbour. 

After various servICes, the Castle of Grande Castillo having 

been gained, and the enemy sunk all their men of Waft farther 

preparations were made for landing the troops nearer the town. in 

order to cut off all conununication with the main land. Our loss, 

up to the beginning of April, was two Colonels of Foot, one 

of. Marines, with one Captain of the Royal Navy, besides other 

Officers slain, and upwards or four hundred of different descriptioni 

killed and wouhtled. 

That mortality, which is the never-failing result of protc2\cted 

operations in this inhospitable clime, now began its ravages. Matters 

were pushed on-the bomb·ketches on the 2d of April began to play 

upon the town . and the other passages of approach cleared from the 

~hips sunk by the enemy, as being necessary for the disembarkation of 

the forces near the city. After these difficulties were removed, they 

were landed at the dawn of the 5th, under the conllu:llld of General 

\Ventworth , who, after a spirited contest, established his encamp

ment within a mile of the fort of St. Lazar.-Things nuw dra' ... ·i llg 

to eXj:.remities. it became necessary to forego the ceremonies of a 

regular siege, and, howev~r hazardous, to rest the issue upon :J storm. 

Accordingly. before day-break on the 9Lh, five IlUndrcc.l Grcna

diers~ supported by a thousand Marines, ,md some Jamait..:an levies, 

advanced against the enemy's lines in front of the folt . These were 
H 
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distantly followed hy • borly of Americans, vmh wool"1'ack., ocaling 

ladders, and band grenades. 

The Spaniards were entrenched to tbe shoulders, and their 

works over-awed by St, Lazar; but neither intimidated the gallant 

progress of our men, who, led by Brigadier General Guise, were 

mum annoyed, suffering cxtremdy from flanking fires, which 

they iJad not foreseen, and enduring a heavy loss before they could 

reacb tbe object of their attack, The' persevering and undaunted 

bravery of British Soldiers was never' more displayed than on this 

day. They at last gained thoir point by intrepidly leaping 

into the entrenchments, and driving their enemies into the fort, 

which communicated by a dra.w-bridge with the lines. 

It was now those gallant fdlows felt the precipitate errors of their 

superiors. The unarmed Americans in their rear, many of whom 

were killed without possessing the powers of resistance, dispersed. 

and threw away the charges committed to t11em. Three only did 

their duty. and with these scanty supplies, a bald effort to scale tlte: 

walls ot'St. La7.ar. was made by ten grenadiers, beaded by a serjeant.

They mounted them, but being unsupported, were nIl cut to pieces, 

except him who saved himSf'lf by trusting his destinies to a bC3dlong 

adventure. 

Cooped up within a narrow fpot, exposed to the grapeshot and 

marksmen of the enemy above them, the situation of these brave 

remnant> became desperate after the break of day. 
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A retreat was now the only expedient left:, which was accom

plished under the countenance of a strong rein(oke~cnt from the 

camp. but ullder the effi,cts of a galling /ire from the fOrt. The 

Spaniards, however, did not dare to pursue a body of men, now 

weakened by loss. but covered with glory. Nearly seven hundrf:'rl 

composed the list of killed and wounded UpOA Ibis occasion. 

The future operations of the anny ceased to be oifensive, and 

their exertions necesiarily became precautionary. Dissentions, with 

their arising re~;ults, delay and- disease, accomplished what the enemy 

durst not attempt. 

It belongs not to me to enlarge upon either causes or effect. in 

my limited detail, excepting where in either there may seem a 

tendency to involve the military character of those mcn WllOSC 

memoirs and services I have undertaken to record. The Soldier 

may appear 3C; often distinguished amidst misfortune, as the Citizen, 

though his oountry will reuder honours to the victoriolls alone~ 

like the world. which, too often, confines it~ incense to the pros

perous. 

It· is a tribute due to the gallant subordinate. of the fleet and 

land force tv say, that, throughout their arduous duties, they evinced 

a courage and pers<:verance worthy of their country and their cause. 

While history is bound to publish truths, it never ought to extenuate 

tbe errors of any branches of its subject. 
H2 



By the 16tb of April '''''1'' bundreds became I\ck from exposure to 

tbe weatber. the heavy raiD' that perioqi!'8Uy set in about this time. 

and the scanty supplies of water; among whom were many of the 

principal officers. 

Upon tbe ~3d and ~4tb, Councils of War were held, wbich 

decided upon an immediate re-embarkation. Captain Knowles of 

the Navy, who had throughout bore a distinguished part in the 

duies of an Engineer, was now entrusted wilh the demolition of 

Castillo Grande, which was with much 'labour completed on the 2~tb, 

and all the guns rendered unserviceable. The same was effected 

at Boceo Chico. Upon the whole, the Spaniards sustained a heavy 

loss, as appears from the following detail : 

Guns 

Bocca Chic. Castle 8 0 

Fort St. Joseph 20 

Fort St. Philip 15 

Fort St. Jago 6 

Fascine batteries on Barriadera side 20 

Four men of war at Bocca Chiea 332 

Two batteries at Passe Cavalla 13 

Ca.tilio Grande 63 

Port Mazinello 12 

Seven galleons 128 

Conquadon and Dragon men of war 134 

721 
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Such events to the enemy were for spme time irreotrievable. and . 
long felt. The charges of repairing the different fortifications must 

have been prodigious, when we coDsidec the strength with which 

they were constructed. 

Our loss upon the whole was undoubtedly great, being in all 

nearly two thousand men, and I allnex a detail of the Officers of 

European Corps who were killed, died of the diseases incident 

10 the climate, or of the wounds they received: 

r7" 
WENTWORTH'S Regiment of Foot. (.1';' iii -/;,,/ / 

Kill<d Ditd 

Lieut. Colonel (Sandford) I 0 

Major 0 I 

Captain - 0 I 

Lieutenants 9 5 

Ensigns - 0 2 

10 9 
= 

General HARRrsON'S.!/".o /#?// 
KiIl<J Di<d 

Lieut. Colonel (Daniel) 0 I 

Captains I 4-

C.pt. Lieutenant - 0 I 

Lieutenant - 2 5 

Ensigns • 0 • 2 

3 13 
= = 



KiII,d Di,d 

Lieut. Colonel (Grant) - 1 (Hely) 

Captains :l 

Lieutenants - 2 

Ensign 0 

4 ;, 

= 

'VOLFE'S Marines. 

Kill<d Di,') 

Major - 0 I (Watson) 

Captains 0 ;, 

First Lieutenant I 0 

Second Lieutenant 0 1 

I 7 
-- -

DOUGLAs's Marines, (succeeded by Lt. Col. COCHRAN.) 

Kill,d Dud 

Colonel (Douglas) • I • • o 

Captains • • • • I • 
First Lieutenants • - • 1 • 
Second Lieutenants • • 0 J -

3 

= 



Captains 

First Lieute nants 

Second Li('utcnants 

LOWTHER'S Marines. 

Kil"d 

o 

2 

H0 I1 1NSON\ MarilJ(·s. 

Lieut. ('01 (1))('1 (Thompson) 

C.:1pt,lin) 

Kilhd 

I 

o 

Firsl Lieutenants 

S<-oond Lieutenants 

Major (Hall) 

Capiains 

Captain LieuteDant 

First Lieutenants 

Second Lieutenants 

o 
I 

2 

= 

' VYN YARD'S Manl1c~. 

Killed 

0 

I 

0 

0 

I 

2 

-

Died 

3 

3 

7 

Died 

o 

o 

= 

Died 

I 

2 

I 

G 

3 

J 3 

-
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MOR.TON'S Marine •. 
KiI/,d Di,d 

Colonel (Morton) 0 I 

Lieut. Colonel (Blagrave) 0 I 

Major (Macloed) 0 t 

Captains 0 2 

First Lieutenants I 8 

Second Lieutenants 0 • 
15 

- -
Being a total loss of nineteen Officers killed, and seventy-seven whu 

died from disease or their wounds. 

The casualties of the other auxiliaries which were drawn from 

America, were not proportionate to the above. as they Were better 

calculated for the climate; but the regiments of Marines were 

newly-raised levies, and by an erroneous policy, they were too 

early destined for a country, the air of which alone will always outdo 

O,e works of the sword. 

It is remarked, that young formed Corps are the worst adapted 

for it, as it is too sudden a transition of life with many who com

pose them, and are often strangers to that regulated system of 

discipline which, in ettablishing their comforts , secures their health. 

Upon no service, howt!ver, were men ever more distingui~hed for 

bravery. but all who ever visited these quarters of the globe well 

know. that its diseases will conquer and control the boldest minds. 



Every thing having been arranged, the fleet sailed tor Jamaica 

upon the 6th of May, where they arrived upon the 19th, and found 

their reinJorcements and supplies, of which they now stood jn much 

nced~ 
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CHAP. IX. 

DURING 1741. the number of Marine Regiments was augmentetl 

toten, and the sums voted to maintain them were £~OI,752 13 O. 

If the same force had been established before the peace of Utrecht, 

they would not have exceeded the estimate of £'186.666 1 8, as 

the following indulgencies were grar.ted, and annual allowances 

mauc subsequent to that period: 

For scrva.nts allowed to Officers 

Allowance to the Widows of Officers 

To Colonels, for clothing lost by deserters 

£7,786 13 4 

2,433 6 8 

2,129 3 4 

To Captains, for recruiting their Companies 1,825 0 0 

To Agents of different Regiments - 912 10 0 

£15,086 13 4 

At this time the whole Half-pay Establishment of Great Britain, 

including Horse, Dragoons, Foot, Invalids, and Marines, consisted 

of only five hundred and fifty-one Officers, and the annual expen

diture upon the whole was I.: 34,492 10 0, being at tbe rate of 

"94 10 0 pef oay, and so considerate and (%conornical were the 

public measures, that the House of Commons addressed his Majesty, 

praying, that those upon this Jist, if fit for service, might be ap

pointed to tbe /irst vacant commissions which occurred in the difli:rent 

Regiments. But an m-judgcd parsiOlOny. as to the numb", of 
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Officers attached tQ c..q,.. _d lliaG to exist., and tho same spirit 

was constantly 'u~ng tire """¥aSian of the Land ,Forces into lxxIi.s 

of Marines. 

The regulations iGlf this establislllnent were nearly similar ill 

their principles to tbose fra"",,1 for the jine. The Colonels of 

Mortue Regiments clothltd their respect:ive Corps, and had the 

liberty of recommending for comruit,Uons-Excepting that th,! whole 

battali(Jl1 was destined tor a particular service, none of the Field . 
OfficeR were embarked. TiM: greatest number of men on board the 

largest ships did not exceed one hundred under a Captain, three 

Subalterns, and the smallest was 110t less than twenty under an 

Officer. 

The Commanders of Marine detachments were enjoined to for

ward tffictive returns of them every two months to the Commissary 

General of Marines, attested by the Captains and Pursers of rach. 

This was necessary, in ordcl to ('onduct the musters of the Hcgi

mental Companies. and to guide the recruititll?; service on short'. 

The same (Ieductions were made from them as the Army, for 

clothing and Chelsea Hospital, whetber embarked or not. 

When attached to any ship, t.heir indulgcncies were equal to 

tbo~ of the Seamen, as to the receiving provisions without any 

deduction,; from their pay on that aC('ounl, they had short allowance 

mODey. and the benefit of Naval Hospitals. When sent thither. either 

sick or wounded. they were deemed effective in the muster::. a~l.ore, if 
I 2 
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produciog a certificate trom the Surgeon of the Ship to which they 

belonged I nnd another from the Commanding Officer at head-quarters, 

when in Great Britain. 

The Paymaster General of Marines issued the pay t upon receiving 

it, to the Colonels of Regiments, or their Agents, and the Pay. 

master of ('<Ieh settled all their accounts agreeably to the muster-rolls 

they had from the Commissary General. 

These muster-rolls, with the receipts of the different Colonels or 

their Agents. were esteemed sufficient vouchers for passing the Pay

master's accounts, and for making out warrants or debentures for 

clearings ; which terms <;hall undelgo a more particular disclIssion., 

noder the Ilead of Examples. 

Whcll brigadcd abroad, they were p:lid exactly in the same 

m::mller as the Army; but the 3rrealS of Marin{' Officers wen~ much 

longer withheld, :md the Captnins of Companies were l'xposed to 

vrry peculiar hardships, which will bc fiated more at length in:l 

subsequent stage of the narrative.-It is enough at present to remark, 

that the Officers of these Regiments, when abroad, were often obliged 

to :lssign that branch of their pay, at fifty per C('l.1t. discount, in' order 
-

to answer their temporary exigencies. 

\Vhat a contrast does this sytem present to the refOrms, whkh 

have been f('(,cntlyestablished, in favour of tbis class of men. 
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CHAP. X. 

IN COllseqUf'nce of the heavy losses sustained at Carthagena, 

and the mortality which still continued to rage after their arrival 

at Jamaica, the transit between the Regiments of Foot and Marines 

was rapid and immediate. Upon this service promotions were 

established by rotation in the whole line. \Vithin the short period 
• 

of five week!), the Corps. originally Douglas's, numbered amC'ngst 

it::. casualties, three Colonels, two Lieutenant Colontls, and two 

Majors. 

It was not until the beginning of July that the fleet and :ll'my 

were in a state of readiness to renew their opcratioo<;. wl1cn it was 

resolved to proceed against the Island of Cub:1., where they anchore<l 

upon the 18th of July. in Walthcnham Bay, immedbtcly namer] Port 

Cumberland, in honor of his Hoyal- HighnC'ss the Duke, about 

eighteen leagues to windward of St. jagn, the lirfi object of their 

intended attack, and propf'rly speaking. the Capital. although it 

was not then the seat of the Governor, The troops were aU 

landed upon the 24th, (Oonsisting nearly of four thousand IIWI1, 

including one thousand chosen negroes, levied by the hland of 

Jamaica, with a view to sustain the laborious duties of this servic(', 

Having e!tablished a position upon the side of the river, nearly 

tbree leagues from the mouth of the harbour, the General on tlJe 

25th pusbed ~me detachments into tbe country, whkh evtry 



where beat back the outposts of the enemy, and in a few day. 

returned to the Camp, with plentiful supplies of provision •• 

It was originally the intontion ·of the Commanders in Chief to 

have made a joint aUaek upon St. Jago, but tbe want of unanimily . 
wbicb had sometime past, and now exisled 10 a filIal ·degree, l\Uined 

every purpose.-Co~tentiou. debales, and ·dilatory measures, t.ok 

place of cordial c<>-operation and l'ushiIJg .ente,pr~ w.hile the 

Country's inter.ests and the lives of the So:Udiery ",ere daily w:rilictd 

to the bitterest feuds. 

About the middle of August the General stated tbe impractica

bility of advancing into the interior country with his present force, 

and expressed a wish to await the arrival of fresh levies from 

America, and the expected reinforcements from Europe, which now 

became essential ·to complete tb. skeleton Corps of his Army. 

The first resource ·was planned at the outset of the WefA. India expe

dition, and .instructions had been early given to the Commander in 

Cbief.to avail himself of it, when compelled by emergency. 

Accordingly, recruiting parties were sent to New England to 

raise volunteers, and. General Wentworth, by a personal appeal to 

the Governor of that province, urged the necessity of their beillg 
,ecollded witb public spirit and pul>lic liberality. Similar oteps 

were adopted in the State of New York, to fill up tbe Americao 

Regiments of Marines; and the GGvemocs, by an impreaive address 

to the Legislative H<>USes of both. stroogl y recoromeodtd their eoergies, 



not only <lit the ground of patrioti.m, but of political expediency, 

Bounties o~ forty shillinga _re offe",d "" volunteers, and the alluring 

inducement&of conqttered territory .-America then saw her interest. in 

the subjugation oftbe Spanish dependencies in that quart .. of the globe, 

During a long int,,","1 nothing wa. attempted. even low.rds a 

partial· ...auction of Cube. al the close of which. si.lrn.... the 

never-failing result of total inactivity ill thest< clim~J ht!gan hi. 

ravages. It was therefore determined to evacuate the island, which 

was eflectf'Ci upon the 20th at> Nuftmber. wlum the l'CgUnental re

turna were a.-follc.wl : 

General Harrison's Foot 

Wentworth's ditto -

Colonel Wolfe's (Marines) 

Frazer's 

T.owther's 

Wynyard's 

Cochran's 

Cotterell's 

First Battalion. Gooch's (American) 

Second ditto 

Third ditto 

Fourth ditto 

Sicldn all 

SIT}, 

22 

22 

20 

22 

22 

23 

15 

24, 

16 

10 

10 

6 

212 

39 

251 

Corfl' 
23 

17 

23 

21 

24 

20 

1 I 

26 

11 

7 

7 

7 

197 

47 

2H 

Drum, l'riv, 

8 172 

8 17! 

6 132 

6 109 

8 183 

11 123 

7 158 

10 151 

3 129 

3 90 

" 79 

1 107 

H 1610 

15 405 

89 2073 



The total loss of Officers. at the close of 1741, amounted to one 

Commander in Chief, five Colonel~ ten Lieutenant Colonels, seven 

Majors. fifty-five Captains. one hundred and sixteen Subalterns, and 

fourleen Staff Officers. 

The heavy casualties in the Marine Regiments Inay easily be 

known , when it is recollected, that upon their leaving Europe each 

consisted of Inore than one thousand men. 

The transports, under a proper escort, returned to Jamaica upon 

the 29th of November, while the squadron continued at sea to meel 

the anxiously looked-for reinforcements. 
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CHAP. XI. 

IT was not until the l !ah of January, 1 i11, that ncnrly thrc(' 

thousand men, including two thousand M.uiIlC,) , arrived at Jamaica. 

Another expedition was hOW meditated, which put to sea early in 

March, but adverse wiD(1i;, the separation of transports having on 

board the working negroes, ilnd the expectation of the periodical 
• 

rains now lIeady setting in, suggested to a Council of War held at 

PCJrto Bello, at the close of that month, the immediate return of the 

whole armament. to the port they had left. This afforded another 

instance of unfortunate discord. The fleet arrived at Jamaica UpOIl 

the 15th of May. 

In order to give a specious appearance to things, and to comprll

sate for the national expenditures and past miscarriages, it was IlOW 

judged proper to detach a force to t.:lkc possession of Rattan, :m island 

in the Bay of Honduras, and a situation 1lighly proper for mainlailling 

.::1 commercial htcrcoursc with South America, as wen as the trade 

in logwood. 

An establishment there Ilaving been formed early in the Yf'ar, it 

was determined in a Council of \Var to send a force of fifty Marines 

and two hundred Americans, under Major Caulfield, in order to 

place the island in a state of military dcft:ncc. 

K 
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On the 23d of August, they reached Port Royal. on the south 

side of it, where they formed a camp and erected Fort George to 

defend the harbour, as well Fort Frederick, on the western part of it. 

A great proportion of the American soldiers being papists, they forlDed 

a plot to render the settlement abortive, and to rise upon the Marines 

and the well·o.ffcctcd of their countrymen. 

His Majesty's ship, Litchfield. then in the harbour, hearing the 

alarm guns, instantly hmdcd her party of Marines, who with those 

on ihore soon checked this daring mu·tiny. secured the delinquents. 

and preserved the settlement to his Majesty. 

Nothing farther was done during the inauspicious commands of 

Admiral Vcrnoll or General Wentworth, who both soon afterwards 

returned to Great Britain, exc<'pting the detaching five hundred men 

of different descriptions to the aid of General Oglethorpe, in South 

Carolina, and repelling ,he menaces of the Spaniards against the 

infant colony of Georgia. 

Orders of lecal for both arrived at Jamaica upon the 23d of 

September, and the General was directed to provide the fleet with a 

number of commissioned Officers, and men, from the Marines, sufficient 

to supply its want:>; also to fill up the v:lcancics in the eight Inde

pendent Companies raised. for the defence of Jamaica. For the former 

purpose, eleven hundred were required. which were nearly all that 

w,"re now left and fit for duty. The supernumerary Officers and 



sick were sent home, and the American troops were invited to become 

volunteers for both. 

Government, under the experience of past disasters, noW' vMtc..-d 

the controul of the Marines in Sir Chaloner Ogh" upon whom the 

naval command devolved after the departure of Admiml V~rnoll. 

Notwithstanding the personal animosities that had existed, this OfHc('r 

bore his testimony to the zeal and distinguished bravery of the 

Soldiery, whose gallant efforts and patient endurance nndej the 

greatest privations, were unifdnnly conspicuous throughout a serl'.:'s of 

misfortunes. 

Upwards of seven thousand Marines and nearly four thou~::t nd of 

other troops were the lamentable victims to pestilence and disunion, 

but not tod~feat. The objects which were accomplished, although not 

adequate to their country's hopes, were still distressing to the enemy. 

Their principal harbours were in a manner rendered defenceless, 

and the Spanish governmenl experienced much embarassment from 

nearly a total suspension of these pecuniary supplies, which could 

alone enable it to maintain the war with vigour and effect, while 

the di~tr('ss pervaded every class of its subjects. 

Our forces were ever after too feeble to undertake any enterprize 

of importance agaim.t the enemy in that quarter of the world.-Self

defence WlS now the system adopted by Sir Chaloner Ogle, as the 

Spanish squadron at the Havannah was superior to his own, since 

the departure of Admiral Vernon. 

K2 
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The supplies which were voted for the year 174S provided for a 

large levy of Marines to fill up their casualties--eleven thousand 

five hundred and fifty being the number decre<d, and forty thousand 

seamen. 

Nothing further, consistent with my subject, appears on the face of 

the public transactions of the year 1742. 
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CHAP. XII. 

EARLY in 1743, an impression upon some palt of the continent 

of South America being resolved Oh, the conduct of these operations 

was entrusted to Captain Knowles, of the Navy, having on board 

his squadron four hundred ot the regiment of Dalzell, and aoout 

~)X hundred Marines. They w~re first ordered to rendezvous at 

Antig.ua, trom which island they sailed upon the 12th of February, 

with a view upon La Guira, a town in the district of the Carac

cas, in Terra Firma. The attack against it was commenced on the 

1 Stll, but owing to a very heavy swell. the men of war could not 

approach the shore, and in consequence, the troops were not landed.

After a very heavy cannonade, which was only ended by the night, 

the ships withdrew from the combat. The town suffered extremely, 

many breaches were made in the fortifications, and the enemy sus· 

tained a loss of more than sevell hundred men. 

The Spaniards behaved well, as the squadron suffered very con

siderable damages, besides having nearly four hUDdred killed and 

wounded. 

It proceeded to Curacco. to relit, where they prepared for another 

attel1lpt Up4D .the sea "'Coast of Terra Firma. Having been reinforced 



by some Dutch Volunteers, Commodore Knowles sailed from this 

island upon the 20th of March, and shaped a course for Porto Cavallo, 

where there was a respectable foice, and a town in the best state of 

defence. 

Owing to strong Ire currents, it w as not until the 15th of April that 

the ,hips anchored ullIler the keys of Barbarat, to the eastward of the 

place. Having reconnoitred the <lifferent point& of opposition, which 

were every w here formidable, two ships were ordered upon the 16th 

of Aprllr against Ponta Brava, to commence upon it a flanking fire, 

which itS' low situation, and the injudicious construction of the works, 

evidently permitted. 

After they were silenced, it was agreed to land the troops of 

every description, in order to take possession, and to turn the guns 

against the Castle; their retreat being secured by a man of wac 

within pistol shot of the ,hore.-By 'unset the ships had accomplished 

their object, anrl by dark a force of twelve hundred sailors, soldiers, 

and Dutch Volunteers were disembarked under the command of 

Major Lucas. 

About p.leven at nigbt the Van gained one of tbe fascine btltteries 

upon Ponta Brava, when a Spanish centinel discharged his musquet, 

and gave a general alarm. 

Two guns being fired from the other battery, which ..... the "ext 

for capture, put into an unaccountable confusion nearly Ibe wbole .,c 
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this mixed detachment, when under the influence of a panic they 

retreated to the ships with precipitation . 

Upon the 21st it was resolved to wipe away the disgrace of the 

late miscarriage, by an attack of the squ.1dron and forces against the 

Castle and fascine batteries.-Four ships were destined to batler the 

former upon the 24th, while three others were placed against the 

latter. The cannonading began at eleven 00 the I)oon of that day, 

and was maintained with a mutual obstinacy till Dille at night, when 

after a short interval the firing was renewed. Some of the ships 

having now expended all their aml,loition, and others being: damaged, 

they were ordered to slip, and to anchor without the reach of the 

enemy's shot. 

This attack being fruitless in its object, which was to land the 

troops, and fatal in its consequences, by a loss of more than two 

hundred men, it was now deemed impraclicable to push any farther 

enterprize, and upon the :l s th, in a general consult:ltion, it was 

resolved to return to Jamaica. 

The extended operations of out fleds in other qU:lrters being 

marked with no events in which his Maj(,sty's Marine fore{'s w~rc 

particularly called forth, no farther dCl:1ils connected wilh my nar

.alive appear within the annals of ) 743. 



CHAP. XIII. 

ALTHOUGH Gre.t Britain, as a guarantee of the balance of 

continental power, had, during a past period, exerted her resources 

in the cause of her Allies, opposed to the interests of France, although 

his Majesty King George the Second, in quality of Elector of Hanover, 

had been highly distinguished in the field at the head of these armies, 

still a specious cordiality continued to exist between the two 

nations. 

Since the declaration of hostilities against Spain, our restless and 

intriguing neighbours enjoyed aU the advantages of war, without 

experiencing any of its evils. 

At the outset of this year, however, their projects were devtlloped 

by the equipment of powerful naval armaments in their ports, and the 

assembling of armies upon their sea-coasts; the avowed aim of which 

was against the Crown and Liberties of the British Empire. 

A Prince, delegat~d by his Father, and drawn from his retreat in 

another country, mild in his temper, and amiable in his manners, was 

induced to renew their almost forgotten claims upon our monarchy, 

and to revive the quickly decaying prejudices within our land, 10 

favour of his fami! y and himself. 
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Unable DOW no lODger to restrain her view., Frabce declared 

war upon the "20th day of March, which was answered by a 

similar proclamation of the SIst, on the part of England.

That Providence which has often 80 signally intcrpo;ed for our 

C".ountry was now conspicuous.-The elements were employed 

in the destruction of many of their tra.nsports and troops at Dun

kirk, while our floating hulwarks chased their covering fleet from 

our coasts. 

At this time the whole property of naval pnzes was vested in 

the captors, his Majesty having generously relinquished that share 

which hitherto had pertained to the Crown. 

The arrival of Commodore Anson from his expedition. whicJ; 

was originally intended to co-operatc across the isthmus of Darien, 

with the fatal one conducted by Admiral Vernon, diftllscd 3 JOY 

into the nation. 

The specIe which was gained by his cnterpri7.c, (.'ourage, and Pt'l 

severance was immense; and although it was obtained antecedent to 

the royal grant, still it was divided amongst his squadron, unimpaired 

by claims. 

About three hundred and thirty marines shOlrCtl in the toils, and 

the many debarkations which took place in his tedious progress; 

having been drafted from the djff~rent regiments to fill up the 

complement of his ships, and to supply the place of a number of 
L 
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Invalids under Lieutenant Colonel Cracherode, who dreading their 

approaching hardships, deserted from the service. 

Fleets were now detached to every quarter of the globe, and 

a force of eleven thousand five hundred and 6fty~six Marines, were 

again tbe establishment of 17~4. 

It fulls not within my scope to enlarge upon tile wide and 

mingled events of this year. A partial affuir in the month of May, . 
occurred in the Meditermnean, in which the party of Marines 

disembarked from the Essex signalized themselves. That ship being 

on a crui7.e, gained sight of twenty.six Xebt:qucs ano Settees, bound 

to Antibes, from whence they were to carry troops to Italy. The 

former were a convoy to the latter, which were laden with powder; 

cannon, ordnance stores, and provlSlons. Thirteen having taken 

refuge in the Creek of Cassi, the Marines were landed in order to 

co~opcratc with the boats, and to repel any enemy that might appear 

to retard the-if progress . They were soon attacked by a body of 

Spaniards, whom they beat back, and thus effected thc object on 

which they were employcd. Eleven v['ssels were burnt and two 

c:lptured, which was a material loss in its consequcnces. 

Nothing furthrf, that propelly falls within my noticc, appe.us 

within the peliod of tins year: our numerous cruizers were peculiarly 

successful. and although few traits of achievement appear on the face 

of our public transactions during this limited era, still both the nation 

Mnd the individual felt the benefit and the incitement that resulted 
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from the liberal sacrifice recently made by their Sovereign, which, 

wbile it promoted a general acthrity and zeal amongst every class 

of his subjcCls, struck deep also into the commercial vitals of our 

enemies. 

The ten Regiments of Marines, by order of the Secretary at 'Var, 

were directed to recruit with expedition, and in order to render them 

speedily effective, a number of impressed men were alIottt>d to each. 

This expedient was also atlopted with regard to many Regiments of 

Infantry. 

In the Bill for the more easily recruiting hi. Majesty's Land 

Forces and Marines, a daufe was inserted, that everyone who 

should eDtcr voluntarily would be entitled to a boullty of four pounds, 

and might require his discharge from the service at the expiration of 

three years. 

The Parliament met upon the 27th of November, and granted 

a vole of £206,253 15 0 to support 3n establishment of eleven 

thousand five hundred and fifty Marines during the ensuing twelve 

months. 

L2 



CHAP. XIV. 

SOME inferior attacks having been made, during the last year, 

by the Governor of Cape Breton, upon Canso and Annapolis, in 

Nova Scotia, the former of which places was burnt by the French, 

the Northern Colonies of British America became alarmed for their 

safety. Roused by the representations and the united patriotism 

of Mr. Acbmuty, Judge of the Admiralty Court, in New England, 

and MI. Vaughan, I1n individual of great fortune and public spirit, 

they commenced preparations for an expedition against Louisburg. 

Accordingly considerable levies were begun, and a co-operating 

naval force was requested by Governor Shirley, of Massachuscts Bay, 

from his Majesty's Ministers. 

At this time Commodore Warren commanded UpOD the West 

India station, who w as ordered to repair to Canso with that view. 

A meritoriou:i secrcsy prevailed throughout, which half secured the 

success of an attempt that, considering the strong means of defence 

possessed by the ellemy, and the inexperienced troops employed 

against them, was extremely doubtful. The activity of the Americans 

upon this occasion, was fully equal to the importaot interests they had 

at stake. 



Upon tbe 4th of April tbe levies from New England reached 

Canso, and were tnramped there, where they were improved in 

their discipline until the arrival of the other troops from the different 

Provinces, while the ships of war upon the coost, and some stout 

pri""ateers, continued off the harbour of Louisburg, in order to cut 

off all supplies, as well as intelligence of the projected enterprize. 

Upon the 23d of April, Commodore Warren arrjved at Canso, 

and against the 29th all the land forces were embarked, when 
• 

they proceeded for Gabarus Bay, about four miles from the capital 

of Cape Breton. 

Upon the 30th two thousand Jnen were landed at nooo, who 

beat back a respectable force which was detached to prevent their 

descent. Upon that and the following day the rest were disembarked 

along with nearly three hundred Seamen, and five hundred Marines, 

under cover ·of th~ privateers and some smaller vessels ranged along 

the shore. The whole Was under the command of General Peppercl, 

n native of Piscataway. 

The French, proudly conscious of their strength, were exposed 

to surprise from this cause. It is but justice to an enemy, and it 

affords an jmpre~sive example to the military servants of every State, to 

remark im instance of fidelity io the private Soldiery of the garrison, 

at thi. critical moment. Long employed in carrying on the exten

she wdtki of Louisburgh, without any recompence, which, however, 

"'ia grltnted by their Govtrrrrnent. but alienated from them by their 
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Office!'s, they had Ocen in a state of insubordination nnd discontent, 

little short of mutiny, neiuly six months, until the appearance of 

our forces, when Patriotism cancelled aU inferior grievan<;cs, and 

these brave men now only recognized the dutie::. of zeal and allegiance 

to their Sovereign and their Country. In a body they requested to 

be led against tbe invaders, but suspicion and distrust re::.trained 

their superiors from availing themselves of the tender. The spirit 

was allowed to subside, 31ld perhaps an occasion was lost of a vt:l'ting 

their approaching destinies. 

After the disembarkation of our troops, tbey were pushed on 

and formed two separate encampments; one 011 the southern part 

of the harbour to attack the City, and the other upon the northern 

side against the Grand Battery. 

Upon the night of the lstofMayouroutscouts, ill the latter direc ... 

tioo, set fire to some storehouses full of combustibles, which burnt so 

awfull y that the French within this important pOit became panic 

struck. :lnd conceiving that the whole British force was advancing, 

retreated precipitately into the City. The works were possessed in 

the morning by only thirteen men, who were soon reinforced, when 

an unavailing attack was made by the enemy to recover them. 

They had done theit utmost to render all the cannon unserviceable, 

which required some time before tlley could be drilled and fit for use ; 

during which a most tremendous fire was opened upon this spot from 

the guns and mortars upon the Island Battery. aDd the Town, but 
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with little success. Within. few days they both experienced the 

effects of this post being in our hands, in the loss of men, and the 

demolition of houses. 

The force on the north side of the harbour were not idle, but 

had pushed their approaches within two hundred yards of the City. 

by the 12th of May, which they continued to cannonade, with great 

vigour and success, from some heavy guns planted on an eminence 

called the Green Hill, and a fasdne battery of twenty eight. 

The busillC~S of the siege w.as carried on under the greatf's t 

difficulties, with an unsurpassed alacrity by all. No class could here . 
claim any prc-eminent merit, for everyone was guided by one 

uniform impulse. 

The walls and embrasures of what the French entitled the 

Circular Battery. were soon destroyed, and every thing went on well. 

Some important captures, which accelerated the fall of Cape Breton, 

were made by our blockading squadron. 

It being necessJry to push matters as quickly as possible, an 

attempt upon the Island Battery was ordered, as it very materially 

incommoded our operations on the north side, and prevented the 

entrance of our ships into the harbour. 

A force of two hundred Marines, and three hundred Americans, 

was appointed. for this service, and about twelve at night, on the 
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ud of May. the whole proceeded on that duty. Soon aft.r a heavy 

fog came on that prevented their landing from the whale boats. and 

which obliged them to draw off; although they were not -unheard 

by the enemy's garrison, which then consisted of only fourteen men, 

to whom this a!forded a timely hint for their reinforcing so material 

a post with three hundred and fifty. 

Upon the 27th, at two in the morning. this enterprize was renewed 

by one hundred and fifty Marines and nearly two hundred Provincials. 

The French, discovering their approach, fired grapeshot froln their 

heavy guns, which destroyed some boats with the soldiers, when our 

troops gallantly pushed ashore. 

Until sunrise they persevered in the daring but unequal con lest ; 

when at last, reduced numbers, and walls which they in vain 

attempted to scale. obliged them to call for quarter. 

By indefatigable labour, however, on the night of the 1st of June, 

a commanding situation upon the cliff, which swept the platform of 

the Island Battery, :llld the entrance into the harbour, was completed, 

and cannon were planted in it. Things now drew to a crisis; 

overy subordinate event combined to prosper an undertaking foundc{l 

in a judicious p()licy. and conducted with an unanimous zeal. After 

forty-nine days of unr~laxed exertion, Louisburg capitulated, and 

with it the whole Dependency of Cape Breton.-This object wos 

accomplisbed with the loss of little more than one hundred men, 

while that of the French exceeded three hundred. The greater 
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part fell on tbe Marines in the attempt upon tbe Island Battery. who 

shared in the success and glory of that expedition, and in the general 

tribute of applause which was so justly conferred upon all-~y their 

Country. 

The ~omestic events of the present year were marked by so 

peculiar an interest, that I cannot pass them without noticc.-The 

adv~rse circumstances which occurred early in 174.4, had only sus

pended, but did not annihilate the hopes of Prince Charles Edward, 

the eldest son of the Pretehder, to re-ascend the throne of his 

ancestors. 

Guided by desperate and designing men, usgcd on by the wil)' 

politics of Franct', which wished him success, but would not afford 

the means of it, and personally sanguine in his disposition, he readily 

listened to every representation that flattered his views. He accord

ingly embarked his destinies in a stile little adequate to the extent (If 

his designs, which were to dethrone a bdoved Sovereign, and to 

overturn the Constitution of a brave and a tret People. 

It b not for mc to follow him in the range of his efforts, or to 

detail the successes which for a while attended his steps. 

Britons, little 'accustomed to hear the sOUllCI of war at their own 

gates., were at first alarmed at the novelty, but they ~oon evinced both 

loyalty and ~ union in sustaining the fixed rights of their Monarch, 

3J.ld in de£«lding their own liberties.-Party became dumb, whilr. 
M 



address •• , backed by as!lOCiutiM. woro the teJld." daily ...... d>: to 

tlreir King. 

It was reserved for a branch of that House which he aUlae to 

oestroy, to vindicate its daims and its honor. His l{(lyal Higlmes5 

the Duke of eunalrerlalld, by the battle of Culloden, not only put a 

close to the Rebellion, but for ever end-eu the aspiring hopes €I tbe 

family of tbe Stuarts; the remains of which have ~urvi.yt'd to exj~t 
• 

upon the bounty of a PriMe wbme throne they hud otriv<'<I to 

subvert. 

The events of a short clay tr:lIlsformcd Charles from 311 imngill:lry 

Mooarch to a humble beggar, and he wDuld fain have qui(:kly retraced 

his steps to that shore, upon which he hud landed with such elatefl pro

spects. But many sufferings and hardshipii were yet in store; 811 

interval which has immortalized the character of those poor but 

virtuous natives amongst whom he flew for refuge. 

Although a reward ;; so,ooo was the boon offered for his person. 

and. he constantly within the power of the meanest, slill an Iscariot, 

was not to be found. Adversity, that hour in which true friends 

can best be recognized, shewed hi.m human nature in its most tlkalted 

form, in a people, though depressed by penury, that would not sacrifice 

either him or his c:lUse.-Every loyal man, while he.lllllst .deprecate 

tbt aim, will stil! applaud tbt principii of their action.. The iUitemte 

tcnanls of the Hebrides have tran.m.ittcd an eumplc of fidelity and alle

giance worthy of lreing known and imitallld by tho subjects of every 
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realllI. The unfortunate Prince fOund hi. way to France, and while 

time bas extinguished bls family, it has.1so subverted prejudices, and 

has iDcarporuted all his adhc~nts with the united strength of th(' 

Empire. 

Although the incidonts to which I have thu, recurred have DO 

connexion with my subject, still the inftrlTICes that arise from them, 

as well 3S the critical occasion, I trust, will sanction their insertion 

and this digreosion. 

The following was the list and effective strength of the Marine 

Regiments in 174.'> : 

Rrgimmts. Number if rifer/ive Men. Wanting to complete. 
Churchill's 378 122 

Frazer's 864 136 

Lowther's 848 IS2 

Byng's 797 203 

Cochran's 945 55 

Cotterell's 843 157 

Cornwall's 845 155 

Duncombe's 784 216 

Powlett's 916 8 4, 

Jeffrey's - 882 lIB 

8,602 J ,398 

Besides 1,560 CommiSiioned and Non~commissioned Officers. 
M2 



At this time, and indeed since their institution in 1139, Com

missions were purchased and sold in the Regiments of Marines? 

although they always bore an inferior value to th"e in Old Corps. 

A perquisite frequently arose to the Colonels from the disposal of 

Second Lieutenancies, when his Majesty was pleased to accept of 

their recommendation. Such usually produced from £250 to £280, 

while Ensigncies in the Line sOhletimes yielded £400. 

Nothing worthy of further notice occurred within the transactions 

of this year. 
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CHAP. XV. 

EARLY in 1746, a Committee was appointed to investigate the 

state and grIevances of the Land Forces and Marines. A con

siderable increase of expenee had accrued in the maintenance of 

both, whiPh was one of the objects of this inquiry. Such 3!' aif{'cted 

the Marine R egiments I have aJready detailed, and assigned the 

causes of the additional charges in this establishment SirlCC the 

peace of Utrecht. The same are applicable to the Army at large-, 

in the allowance which was made to Commission-Officers in lieu of 

servants, in 17 J 3, in a similar indulgence g ranted to the Quarter

masters in marching Regiments in 171 s , and the annuities to 

Officers Widows, to Colonels for clothing lost by deserters, to 

Captains for recruiting, and to the Agents of Corps, which were all 

the newly-adopted establishments of the Jatter year. 

These additional grants, while they meliorated the situation of 

the Officer. cost the Nation but little. 

It appears~ ill the course of this inquiry, that the perquisites of 

a Colonel, in clothing a Marine Regiment, exceeded those of the 

Foot, from the comparative superiority in their numbers, and the 

articles being of an inferior quality. 
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The grievances which had existcfl , and were ptculiar to tbose 

Regiments, appeared conspicuous in the course of this public 

research. 

H Upon the whole bW.liness, witnesses were examin(>d by the 

" Committee who clcpost!d that the Marines, while on the West 

U India expedition. were paid according to the returns of effective 

" men mane monthly to the Commander in Chief, and the account 

.. of the off-r<ckonillgs was kept by the Pay-Olliee; and that the 

I' Officers clearings of the first raised six Regiment! hall been paid 

" only to the 25th of December. I j4.0, and of the other four to the 

u 24th of June. 174/, of wbicb the Pay-Most(>c cannot TlOW make 

Ie :lOy demand, till muster-rolls are d elivered into his office, which 

II he must comput~, and then certify a state of the Regiment's 

" account to the Secretary at \Var, who lays it before the King; 

" in consequence of which, 'l.varrantJ for cltaring the Regiment 

tt are issued to the Pay-master, who then makes out dt benturu, 

" pursuant to which a 'Warrant is drawn for the payment of th~ 

" money, and that by this was to be under!l!tood clearinK the 

H Regiment. It further appearcc), that by the usage of the Army, 

" Regiments could not be cleared with till muster-rolls were made 

" out, but that the Marines had never been regularly mustered, 

" (owing to their being detached and employed in every quarter oftbe 

H globe) to which circl:mstance is owJng [heir not hllving been 

H cleared with, which has been a sad inconvenience to many of the 

U Officers who were obliged to assign their arrears at a prodi~ous 

I' discount." 
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ODe of the A.ge"ts, upon Ins evidenee, suggested to the Com

mittee an expedient, by whkh to remedy this evil, which was, 

th<1t muster-rolls might be made up from the books of the Mt'll of 

War already come home, and from the muster-rolls of the men now 

at quarters. He additionally submitted it as his opinion, that it was 

the dut!) of the Commissarg to make up this account, ~:mcl <u.:itbin hit 

ifZJtruCiitJm. to- accept of such books as immediate vOt({'hcrs. This 

Gcntloman farther certified, that the r1f T(ckoni"gJ were regularly 

paid, but that the c/tQril1gs wue not. and that the Colonel usually 

saved near £,1, 000 out the off reckoning t, after clothing ::\ Marine 

Regiment; and he ('onceiveo, that the Officers clearings might also 

be paid by a "<'gyro"/ from the King to the Secretary at Wor; 

more partk-u1ally as there W:lS no deficiency of Officers, thGugh 

there might be of Private men; and. tile retnrns made being strictly 

upon honor, might supply the want of muster-rolls. 

From another witness it was obvioUi. that no account had. ever 

been settled with the Captaim. of Marines f()f their Companies, the 

Agents always alledging. that it could not be done without muster ... 

rolls: and tilat though the Marine .... , when jt) the \\o' C!>t IJ){lics, were 

mustered and pal.<l in the same manner as lhe marching Regiments 

were; .3ud though the latter were cleared when they came home, 

yet tbefarme,. 7.uere not. 

That in (he summer of174J5, indeed, a warrant, countersigned 

by tile Secretary at War, was sent to the Pay-Master for clearing 

the fioUJ lut .raised Regiments of Marines, llotwithsandiog the want 
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of muster-rolls; but not being signed by the Lords of the Treasury, 

it was not attended to. 

This hardship was peculiar to the Marint: Hf'giments, as it 

became evident to tbe Gentlemen forming the Comnliltec of Inquiry, 

that the different Corps of Foot employed upon the same service had 

been cltar~d by such authority countt!r~igned by the Secretary at War 

alone, without any objection, though the pay had been issued in the 

same manner to them, and the want of muster~rons equally their 

case. 

Marine Officers, it appeared, were not allowed to take their 

servants, when ordered to embark. 

At this period. there was a sum of £101,551 3 4 in the hands 

of the Pay-Master of Marines; the amount of the above-mentioned 

claims, whose character and motives, however, were clearly exculpated 

from any blame; but it was not so with his Deputy or Cashier, who 

had appropriated near £90,000, bearing interest upon land.-tax tallies, 

East India Bonds, and clothing assignments, 'without the knowledge of 

bis Superior, who had been informed, and till this investigation took 

place, always understood that the whole had been deposited. in the 

Bank of England. 

Another Suborbdinatc, the Accountant of the Pay-Master, shared 

in the annual profits of these investments, which were derived from 

the invaded rights of the injured Officer.-After baving divided tbe 



89 

spoils during 50_ yean. aM having made a reatitatiOiI .c /he I'<io

cipal. they were both deprived «their oitWltioos. 

Suob a scene of grievaDoe appearM through the whole « this 

scnItiny. that the Committee emphati.caUy c100ed their «port. h¥ 

the ingenuous avowal. tbat the jact, which appeared called for publie 

notice, all<l highly deserved the atlention of Parliament. 

I.t ougbt to be related, to the honour of these sufrcrin~ Corps, 

that during the long period' of nearly six years they supprclise-d 

their feelings until the present occasion, of which they very properly 

availed themselves. 

They now lubmitted their wrongs to a Board, ~nstituted by legis

lath~ sanction, and for the express purpose of redress, as well as of 

inqw.ry ; the following are the terms in which the Memorial of one 

'Of the Marine lC.egimewb .... ere cOllCbed ; 

To tbe Gentlemen of the Committee. and which may \x, 

con,;~red a. engrossing the genera.! seDtiments of the 

whole that were employed in the Expedition to the West 

Indies. 

lilt. •• That in tbe DIfIJIth of Auguot. 1740, when tbit regimelll 

.. ...,. _ of tb""" anlmked for the upeditiou to the W~st Indie., 

.. Ibe C.,w..- "' .... eblil:"'i by .rtf.,.. <lut of their own pockets, to 

" p>Wi.te "'''' lay ill • stodr. of IUga'. tobacco. mutT, .hirt., .noe., 
N 
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u 'stocking9, jackets, trowzers, and other sea stores, for the use of 

" their Companies; and were considerable losers in the waste and 

" weighing, and in the division of the several !>pC'eies to the men; 

.. th.t farther, if any man died (which was frequently the case,) 

.. who had not lived long enough to pay the charge of their slops, 

C4 the Captain was the only sufferer, IlS he received his mens' sub~ 

II sistence according to tbe rifecti-l.)( mon/hlg returns only. by order of 

II the General; nay. the ordinary allowance of the two Warrant 

" Mt'n;paid in Great Britain and Ireland monthly to the Captains, 

" with their subsistcntt, was here deducted, notwithstanding they 

H cmbarkC'd completC'. 

~dly. "The exchange of money between England and. Jamaica, 

to at tllnt time W<lS .J,o pef ccnt. and money enough to be had 

<I at that exchange for the payment of the Army; nevertheless the 

H Officers au(l Private Men on that expedition were obliged to 

II receive their pay at 20 per cent. for SOl'Qe time: indeed, upon a 

It general murmur made by the army upon that occasion, there was 

u [, per cent. more added; so here was stiJI a deduction of 15 per 

U cent. A not<"<l instance of this severity al the end .. 

3dly. "The Ag('llls now deny making up their accounts with 

" the Captains of Madnes, in the same manner that other Captains 

U arc accounted with; and in short deny giving any accounts at 

.. aU. By this means a good deal of that martial dependence a 

(' Soldier ought to Ilave on his Ofticer is withdraw,), as he finds 

" the Agent is his fac totum in affairs of mOJl~y t and his executor 
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" in case he dies. The Agents, in order to support these their unjust 

" proceedjngs, endeavonr to screen themselves under some wrested 

I, paragraphs in the Mutiny Act; for (as we apprehend), from the 

H Legislatures designed intenl, anu quite contrary to the King's 

.. Order in hi; Articles of War, 'lvhich musl ahvogs be consequent to 

U Jhe above act, as by the said act it is, that his Majcfty IS 

" empowered to make such orders or articles. 

4thly. "The Officers of Marines arc by the S.lInc terlns of 

" chicanery kept from receiving their arrears, there being; fi Ie 

" years and a half due the ~41h of June of the prescnt yt!Uf 

" (1746). notwithfianding the other parts of the Army receive 

" them punctually, though in no part of the service ollght the 

" arrears to be quicker paid than in the Marines. wlu're Officers 

" are put to certain and immediate neccsso. ry expt:net·s on cvuv 

•• embarkation. 

[) thly. .. It is plainly eviJcnl that no Officer in the Marine 

" scnl'icc (whilst dealt and accounted with in this mal.lIlt'T). elljoys 

•• the same privileges with the other Officers of the Army, which 

" murt of consequence create heart-burnings, to the detriment of thc 

" fervice. Seeing, therefore, that these Officers have (notwithsanding 

" their cruel usag'~) on all occasions and ilt all times been most ready, 

H with theil' lives anJ abilities to devote themselves to lIle srr"vic(f of . . 
" their King and Country, we humbly' beg that this their situation 

14 mar be inquired into." 

N2 



The instanoe which was referred to (r"", the gd article i. as 

A>lIow: 

.. A Pay-Master. while the Marines were employ.d in th~ I,hmd 

• of Cuba. by order of his Commanding Officer. did receive between 

.. 3 and £,),00 of the deceased Officers money. for which he gave 

" bills upon the Agent of the Regiment in London, and issued out 

H this money to the Officers, 011 account of their subsistence at the 

U full exchange, which they were in great need of. 

" When this Pay~Mafier W:.tS in the COONe of passing his 

" accounts with the Agc-nt of the Re-giment, he was told that the 

" Pay-Master Geneml would not allow him this monry, because 

u all money on account of the Regiment (a scheme of wbich 

.. the Pay-Master knew nothing) <vas IrI b, dra1JJn from fix 

" Contractors, that is, the Marines were to receive their subsistence 

u at 15 per cent. less than the currency of the country; though 

" God knows. and the world are cOlllpetent judges of the hardships 

U and severities of campaigning in such a climate with sea 

" provisions only, nnd bad wilter; besides, it was utterly impossible 

u for mt'n thus curtailed of their small subsistence, to purchase the 

.. least refreshments, when it is considered that a poor sheep was sold 

.. for £4 •• turkey at £1 S 9. and so in proportion for every Ihing 

" that could be termed fresh provisions. 

" In return for such sufferings, the few who remained alive to 

.c revisit their native conntry, with the entail of broken constitutions 



.. _,,,,,\, 'IIl'IIIIh the eojoying, wbich they sIiIJ cIn!:8"d CIQ in the 

.. solacing hope of aU their sorrow. being deuel, and all !beir 

U claims adjusted. in order to restore their health, and to render 

.. tbem once more 6t for the serviee of their King and Country, to 

.. their great disappointment, are to this very day kept (we believe) 

.. by the juggling tricks of the Pay-Ma,ter General, and the Agents, 

U from their arrears, and the small bcnrjils a/JO'lV~d 10 olber parts oj the 

U ArmJio . 

U From tbe beginning d this example it is plain, that no 

U charitable regard was to be paid to the executors of deceased Officers 

" receiving their money at par in Great Britain, nor to the sIltferings 

tf of Officers in AI'bericI, who received this small sum on the same 

u rerms theM for subsistence. We therefore most humbly pray your 

'c goodness to intercede witb his Majesty for the relief of these our 
. .. 

,t grievances. 

Such are the details of privation wihich this meritorious body bad 

long continued to endure in silent loyalty. Thus early did they afford 

the brightest examples of steady aUegiance, which h .. transcended 

to their posterity under every change of constitution they have under· 

gone, and. what, I trust, will ever be the distinguishing characteristic 

of a British Marine, under all tke destiDie. of himself or hi. 

country. 

One resulting and immediate consequence of this public inquiry 

was, thot the Pay-Master made good the balance in his hands, which 
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was lodged in the bonk of England for the future henefit of those 

who were so justly entitled to it. 

Having introduced, in the preceding part of this inquiry, some 

terms which may not he understood by all, I shall take a retrospect 

of each, and define them in rotation. 

The ilrst that occurs is oJf-rtclwnings--ofthesc there are two kinds, 

gross and mit off-reckonings; the former consisted of all the pay of 

the Non-commission Officers and Private Men ahO'Ut their subsistence: 

for instance, during the period to which I allude, the full pay of 

a common Soldier was ad. per day, out of which 2J. W:lS !ltopped 

for clothes, &c. and 6d. remained for his subsistence. From thi, 

too, 6d. per week was deducted to furnish stockings and shoes when 

the regimental articles were worn out. 

The Captain of each Company always settled w~th his men for 

the balance, if any, every two months. Ndt off-reckonings were 

the amount of the gross qff-reckcmings t reserved for the purpose of 

clothing the men, ajter the deductions of Is. in the pound, and one 

day'., pay from each Regiment, for the benefit of Chelsea Hospital, 

with 2d. in the pound for the agent of each Corps.-Such stoppages 

were :11 ways made at tl1(~ Pay-Office. 

Clearings were the balance of each Officer's pay above his subsistence, 

after the deductions stated were made, which ought to have been regu· 

larly paid by the Pay-Master General to the different Marine Agents. 
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Warrants were documents with the sign-manual attached to f"ach 

which authorized the receipt, anti disbursements of money from the 

Treasury. They may be considered as the sanctions of any Board. 

Debentures were commonly made up at the Pay-Office. hy virtue of 

war'rants from the War-Office, annexing a general ~tatcment of the 

charges of each Regiment. upon which proceeded a final or clearing 

warrant. Debentures originated in 1649. and they were a mode 

in the form of a bond, or bill, by which Government obliged itself 

to render payments of such monies as might be due to the Soldier, 

or his assigns, upon exami~ing and clo:.ing the ::teeount of his 

arrears. 

Nearly twelve thousand Marines was the vote of 1746. Early 

in this year, an expedition was meditated ag3imt Quebec, and a 

considerable force assembled at Spithead for that intent, amongst 

which was Colonel Pow let's Regiment of Marines; but from 

unaccountable dl:lays, there the whole remained uutil the st':'lson was 

too latc for such an attempt. 

The were afterwards destined against Port L'Oricnt, with a 

view to distress the French East India Company, as well as to create 

a diversion in favour of the Austrian operations in Provence. The 

Commanders appLointed were Admiral Lcstock and Lieutenant General 

Sinclair. 

The long detention of so respectable a force, until the period of 

Exquinox not only gave time for the enemy to ascertain ' its object, 
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At last, bav~ 3..anb1.d at Plymouth. the whole .. t .. il .. pon 

the 14th of September. steering directly f .. the co",t of B<itannY.

Five thousand InfaAIry w be stren~hened. ifnec .... ry. by the Marin •• 

of .. ~teoo Sail ~ the Liae. and eight Frigate.. wen: the number 

~mployed <lI1 tki. oocaiioo. 

They made t •• coast _pon the ath; but from adnorle circum

stances, a debarkation was not effected until the 20th. The iAter.al 

was advantageous for the enemy, who by alarm guns during the 

day. and lighted lire-beacons "i"'" the tops of c<xresponding bills 

during the night. soon ~ their distaDt (1()untryl1lefl of all 

invader"s approach. 

It was in vain that oppoiitioo was attOlnpted against the 

descent of our troop', by a body of undisciplined Militia. A~ 

having landed the cannon, with the ammunition and stores, in 

Quimparley-Bay. the whole were le.It under tbe charg. of a 

small party of the Royal Artillery, ad a body of 1lOIe hnndred 

Marines. 

On the 21St. the army advanced in two columns against Pl~., 

which they reached after some .light skirmishing. The place having 

agreed to surrender. but afterw .... do ueachcrouoly Iiri.ag up<>n a 
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detachment, it was given up to plunder. On the following day, th" 

whole moved on to a rising groud within n mile of Port L'Onent, th~ 

ultimate object of thdr views. After a fi·uill('ss parley, which th(' 

French had established, in order to gain time and to collcci 

their s:cattcrcd means of defence, hostilities commenced on the 24th. 

Some affairs took place between that and the 26th, when after a 

cannonade, which did considerable damage to the lown, a fetrcal 

was commenced under cover of the night. 

The French were now pouring from all quartcls, and the situation 

of our forces became critical. The fatigues endured by our mcn 

of every description were -exccs6ive. The oppOllullity of (:onqu('~' 

seems to have been lost in the want of early encrgie!:t, which allowed 

a valuab1e intcrval to the enemy for defence. 

After a loss of about one hundred and fifty killcd, wQundc{l, and 

missing, and some Artillery, the rp-embarkation was effected, when 

the fleet set sail upon the I st of October, fOI the Bay of Borneuft~ 

off Quiberon, and to the South of Quimperlay. 

The body of Marines I have mentioned, were intrenched at 

Quimperlay, to guard the landing-place, and the rest, under Colonel 

Holmes, were united with the Army. 

Upon the 4,th of October, some troops were landed on till' 

peninsula of Quiberon, without opposition, from whence the native.;; 
o 
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"had fled with all thdr effects. After remaining ashore some days, 

the whole returned to England, without having ctlcclcu nny thing 

lIurjng that time, worthy of remark. 

Nothing of moment appears farther on the face of the military 

operations of the present year, in which the Marines had a share. 

In the gradual increase to the Establishment of the Army during 

the present war, the Marines became incorporated with the Line, 

and their numerical precedence commenced with the 44.tll Regiment, 

entitled, The First Marines. 

The following is the detail of the Field Officers ilnd Agents of 

each Corps, all of which were quartered in Great Britain, and in the 

vicinity of the pl'incipal !.ca-ports, at the cloSt' of the present year. 

41th R<'giment, or First Marines. 

George Churchill. Colonel. 

N. Mitchell. Lieutenant Colonel. 

James Macdonald. Major. 

,. 'Vinler, Dartmouth.street, Westminster, Agent. 

45th Regiment, or Second Marines. 

Robert Frazer. Colonel. 

J. Leighton. Lieutenant Colonel. 

T. Mathews. Major. 

T. Paterson. Conduit-street. Agent. 
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46th Regiment, or Third Marin ... 

C. H. Holmes, Colonel. 

P. Damar, Lieutenant Colonel. 

\V. Brown, Major. 

T. Fisher, Privy-gardens, Whitehall, Agent. 

47th Regiment, or Fourth Marines. 

C. George Byng, Colonel. 

B. Hutchison, Lieutenant Colonel. 

J. Read, Major. 

T. Paterson, Conduit-street, Agent. 

48th Regiment, or Fifth Marines. 

C. James Cochran, Colonel. 

C. Whiteford, Lieutenant Colonel. 

J. Stuart, Major. 

Maynard Guering, St. ]ames's-p:uk, Agent. 

49th Regiment, Of Shth Marines. 

------" vacant, Colonel. 

C. Gordon, Lieutenant Colonel. 

C. Leighton, Major. 

William Adair, Pall-mall, Agent. 

50th Regiment, or Seventh M:lrines. 

H. Cornwall, Colonel. 

J. PatcrBOD, Lieutenant Colonel. 

R. Bendish, Major. 

T. Fisher, frivy-gardens, Whitehall, Agent. 
02 



5 Lst Ji!,egimeDll, or Eighth Marinas. 

}. Duncombe, Colonel. 

}. Cunningham, Lieutaoant CoIoru:l. 

J. Brewse, Major. 

Maynard Guering, St. lames's-park, Agent. 

52d R,6gimollt, or Ninth Marine", 

C. Paw lett, Colonel. 

G. Walsh, Lieutenant Colonel. 

Major, vacant. 

Mr. Guering, Agent. 

53d Regiment, or Tcnth Marines. 

Sir Andrew Agnew, Colonel. 

C. Pawlett, Lieutenant Colonel. 

C. Durand, Major. 

Mr. Guering, Agent. 

These Regiments, whea complete, were supposed to consist of 

one thousand Rank and File each, and every battalion of tcn 

Companies. 

At this period the whole focces ~I"0n the British Establi,h

ment amounted to cighty.five thousand ~ix hundred and eleven 

men. 

As institutions of honor, and distinctions of merit, ate necessary 

incentives for animating the zeal both of Corps ami individuals, as 

like every other inheritanoc, pecoliar priTi~ges' bnght to be 
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transmitted, unimpaired, to the lineal sliccessors of Public Bodies, if 

not forfeired by misconduct, or abu6t'd by wantonness, I am thus 

led to remark an occurrence that took place in London, and which 

is authenticated by Major Donkin, in his "Military CollectiollS," who 

was a cotemporary and intimate with the Officer too whom the 

circumstance happened. It is thus (':-..pccsscu : 

" The 3d Regiment rf Foot, raiud ill 166!'i I known by the .:mciellt 

" title of The Old Buffs, have the privilcg-e of InJ.f(·hing tlHOUg ll 

" Lot1<lon willt drums b('uting, colours flying! which the city 

" disputes not only with all other Corps, but even with the King's 

" Guards going on (iUly to llie T ower! It hnppcncd in the year 

u 1740, that as a detachment of Marines were beating along 

H Chcap"id{', one of the Mngistrat('s came lip to the Officer, requiring 

.. him to cease the drum, as 110 Soldiet's w('!'e allowed to interrupt 

" the civil rrposl'. The Capt:l ill commJllti ing (an intimate fricnd 

H of mille) immediately said, Sir, we nrc Marilll·s.-Oh, Sir! rcplied 

" the Alderman, I beg pardon; I did not know it! Pray contillul' 

"' your mute as YOll please." 

It has been already notice/1 in the early parl of this retrosp('et, 

that the Corps of Marines was origin:111y cugraftcd upon tbat Regiment 

to which the Major alludes-that the Old Buff' of the pre.ent day 

gained one numerical step in the Line, from thc cxtinction of its 

predecessor, previous to which circumstance it had no c1:1im to the 

privilege in question, and could establish no subsequent one frolll 

merely a sameness in name. 
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The conclusion which naturally arises must be, that after having 

ascertaiucd Ollr First Parmt, as c/Jildren, we should f'hjoy unalienated 

the honOTS of our forefathers.-Whether or not, in authenticating the 

fact he has stated, the Major means to advance a similar inference 

by a like train of analogy, 1 know not, but it appears to carry a 

feasible construction. 

Although the metropolis h but rardy the scene of our service, 

except that of recruiting, ~till no one can anticipate the reforms which 

may be judged necessary in the different military ('stablishmcnts bf our 

Country. In adducing one example of undisputed right, it must 

<.:crtainly fix it 3f' a recognized principle under lJll future con

tingencies. excepting that the laws of police shall have utterly 

abolished the practice. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

E LEVEN thousand one hundred aml fifty Marines constituted the 

vole for 1747. 

Notwithstanding the disasters of the la~t yeur in a projected 

expedition under Duke D'Anville, against Cape Breton, still the 

ministry of Fmn('c persevered'in their designs upon thai important 

POs!.csslOn. Another object, morc extensive in its nature 3ml nlon~ 

fatal in its nim. formed also a part of their plan in the SIIUsl'qu('nl 

operations of the ' war, which was direclccl ag:lill~t the uiili ... h 

dependencies upon the Coast of Corolllqndcl. 

These armaments equipped, under different dc!>lillations, sel "ai l 

from France in united force, under the fond PClsuJ.:;ion that no i)(.!>tiJ ( 

interruption could stop their progress. 

A happy genius appeared at this limc to guide o~r Naval COllndh. 

Eady intelligence was obtained of lhL' encmy's views, and adcqual(' 

measures were soon taken to counteract them. Tile occasion afi()f(If'r/ 

a fresh display of the zeal and intrepidity of Vice AdmiraJ Allson , 

and Rear Admiral Warren, who with a superior force fell in with 

and captured. upon the 3d day of May. live sail of the line of battle. 

a large friga~e, and four stout armed ships ff(tightcd 011 account of lhr

French East India Company. with troops and stores. 
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Above £' .100,000 in money, which was intended to answer the 

contingcncic:, of these ~xpeditions, -was fGund on board the Men of 

\I\lm, which altered its course to the Bank of England. and whither 

it was escorted by a party of ' Marines, in military processiol1. omiclsl 

the acclall1:ltions of the populace. 

For tl,is n.chil'Vl' l\lt:nl the Vice Admirol was created a Peer of 

Great Britain, and Hellr Aclmiral \Varrcn WJS invested with the Ordn 

of the Bath.-The whole Fleet receivod the cordial thanks of theit 

Sovereign, through it s Commander, i1~ these words, and who became 

t1lr organ of the R oyal wish: 

" Sir, you have done me a great service-I thank you, and 

" desire you to thank, in my name, all the Off,ars and Prirvate Men, 

" for their bravery and conduct, with which I am well pleased." 

Soon after the enemy sustained a heavy commercial loss in forty

eight sail of homeward bound West Indiamen. 

The 14·th of October, in this year, memorable for our naval 

.,ncccsses, was another day of triumph. 

Rear Admiral Hawke, whom the vigilance of our Ministry de

tached. early in August to intercept a numerous convoy then colJectin« 

for the West lodies. continued upon his cruwog ground until that 

morning. when their wished-for objoct was "'l'ied. After lhe JIlOOt 

gallalll defence. six ships of tile Ii"" struck tlaeir colcw: •• ..00 'Were 


