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In this operation we sustained a loss of only twenty killed and
wounded, while the enemy were lessened in their numbers by
desertions into the country, and by action, nearly three hundred

men.

After destroying the fortifications, which from their strength
required some time, the Admiral with his squadron sailed for Jamaica
upon the 13th of December, and previously received from the
Governor and inhabitants of the place the warmest acknowledgments

for the humanity and gencrous treatment they had experienced.

The bombardment of Carthagena, in February, 1740, and the
attack upon Chagre (a fort situate upon the mouth of a river of that
name, a little to the north-west of the Gulf of Darien), were all that
could be performed before the arrival of reinforcements and supplies
from Europe, now much wanted. The latter surrendered, after a
contest with the men of war and bomb-ketches, upon the 24th of
March, when the Castle situated on a rock, and the Custom-house,
under its protection, were demolished and burnt, The fleet after-

wards returned to Porto Bello, and from thence to Jamaica,

At this period considerable exertions were making at home, with
a view to attack more effectually the Spanish possessions in South

America, as well as their own coasts.

A large number of men of war was assembled at Spithead, and
Lord Cathcart, with six regiments of Marines, now considerably
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strengthened, with other forces, were encamped in the Isle of Wight,
and continued in readinefs for these intended scrvices.

It was not until the 26th of October that the fleet set sail from
St. Helens for Jamaica, where they arrived in the month of January,
174t. The united forces which were embarked on board were
Wentworth’s, Harrison'sy and Cavendish's regiments of Foot, with
the six regiments of Marines already detailed.

Unfortunately for his country, and that profession of which he
was so bright an ornament, Lord Cathcart very early fell a victim
to the climate, when the comumand dewolved upon the Henourable
Brigadier General Wentworth,

The whole force sailed from Irish Bay, in Hispaniola, upon the
25th of February, 1781, consisting in all of one hundred and twenty-
four sail, having been reinforced by two of the Marine regiments
raised within the American provinces, and other levies which had
been previously formed in those colonies.

Upon the 4th of March, in the evening, the whole anchored
in the Grand Playa, to windward of the town of Carthagena, the
intended object -of their attack,

After the necessary arrangements, the fleet moved forward in
“two divisions, upon the sth, to silemce the different forts, as
prepargtory to the landing of the troops. After little more than
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one hour’s-cannonade, those of St. Jago and St. Philip were deserted
by the enemy, when five hundred grenadiers made a descent under
their walls, and took possession of them. Against the 15th, every
soldier, with ghe tents, tools, artillery, and ordnance stores were

landed, the ground was cleared, and an encampment formed.

About this time, the Admiral being informed by General Went-
worth that the army was much incommoded by a strong fascine
battery on the opposite side of the harbour, called the Barradera
side, he detached a number of boats, full of men, under the conduct

of Captain Boscawen, having under him Captains Laws and Coats,

of the navy.

Upon no occasion was intrepidity ever more conspicuous, and
that great man at this time gave an earnest of what his country
might expect from him. In their approach they did not observe
from its situation a small battery of five guns, but they soon remedied
their error, by resolutely pushing on shore, and gaining possession,

after a slight resistance.

The enemy rousing a little from their surprise at the other, con-
sistiné of fifteen 24-pounders, opened their fire from two guns; but
following up the same spirited course, the seamen, headed by their
gallant leaders, advanced most rapidly, and carried this strong

battery also,
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‘Here they spiked up all the guns, destroyed the platforms, and
complctely cffected this important object with but little loss.  The
enemy, well knowing the value of this position, soon mounted two
heavy cannon, which were again silenced by a ship ogdered for that
purpose. A third opportunity—and the same scene of action afforded
a display of Naval courage, when six other guns were once more

destroyed, with every appendage to them.

These repeated ‘efforts much aided the operations of the Army
now employed in the reduction of the Castle of Bocca Chica. Upon
the 25th of March, a practicable breach having been made in it,
the general communicated his determination to storm it. Accordingly
Admiral Vernon assembled all the boats, in order to co-operate,
having landed their men within view of the enemy, where the fascine
battery was fixed. This was a well-judged diversion ; for when the
grenadiers advanced to storm, at the hour appointed, they met no

resistance, as the Spaniards fled without firing a shot.

A panic had now seized the enemy, who set fire to one of their
ships. Taking advantage of this state, the boats resolved to attempt

the fort of St. Joseph, which was immediately evacuated.

Being now within the boom thrown across the harbour, and the
Dons, seeming determined to sink their ships, they judged it proper
to row on, and soon boarded the Galicia, carrying the flag, of
the Spanish Admiral, — These obstructions being removed, the
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. Admiral and the squadron, still with much difficulty, moved into
the harbour.

After various services, the Castle of Grande Castillo having
been gained, and the enemy sunk all their men of war, farther
preparations were made for landing the troops nearer the town, in
order to cut off all communication with the main land, Our loss,
up to the beginning of April, was two Colonels of Foot, one
of Marines, with one Captain of the Royal Navy, besides other

Officers slain, and upwards of four hundred of different descriptions
killed and wounded.

That mortality, which is the never-failing result of protracted
operations in this inhospitable clime, now began its ravages. Matters
were pushed on—the bomb-ketches on the 2d of April began to play
upon the town, and the other passages of approach cleared from the
ships sunk by the enemy, as being necessary for the disembarkation of
the forces near the city. After these difficulties were removed, they
were landed at the dawn of the sth, under the command of General
Wentworth, who, after a spirited contest, established his encamp-
ment within a mile of the fort of St. Lazar.—Things now drawing
to exfremities, it became necessary to forego the ceremonies of a

regular siege, and, however hazardous, to rest the issue upon a storm,

Accordingly, before day-break on the oth, five hundred Grena-
diers, supported by a thousand Marines, and some Jamaican levies,

advanced against the enemy’s lines in front of the fort. These were
‘H
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distantly followed hy a body of Americans, Wwith ‘wool-packs, scaling
ladders, and hand grenades.

The Spaniards were entrenched to the shoulders, and their
works over-awed by St. Lazar; but neither intimidated the gallant
progress of our men, who, led by Brigadier General Guise, were
much annoyed, suffering extremely from flanking fires, which
they had not foreseen, and enduring a heavy loss before they could
reach the object of their attack., The' persevering and undaunted
bravery of British Soldiers was never more displayed than on this
day. They at last gained their point by intrepidly leaping
into the entrenchments, and driving their encmies into the fort,

which communicated by a draw-bridge with the lines.

It was now those gallant fellows felt the precipitate errors of their
superiors. The unarmed Americans in their rear, many of whom
were killed without possessing the powers of resistance, dispersed,
and threw away the charges committed to them. Three only did
their duty, and with these scanty supplies, a beld effort to scale the
walls of St. Lazar, was made by ten grenadiers, headed by a serjeant.—
They mounted them, but being unsupported, were all cut to pieces,
except him who saved himself by trusting his destinies to a headlong

adventure.

Cooped up within a narrow fpot, exposed to the grapeshot and
marksmen of the enemy above them, the situation of these brave
remnants became desperate after the break of day.
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A retreat was now the only expedient left, which was accom-
plished under the countenance of a strong reinfofcefment from the
camp, but under the effects of a galling fire from the fort. The
Spaniards, however, did not dare to pursue a body of men, now
weakened by loss, but covered with glory. Nearly seven hundred
composed the list of killed and wounded upon this occasion.

The future operations of the army ceased to be offensive, and
their exertions necessarily became precautionary. Dissentions, with
their arising results, delay and disease, accomplished what the enemy

durst not attempt.

It belongs not to me to enlarge upon either causes or effects in
my limited detail, excepting where in either there may seem a
tendency to involve the military character of those men whose
memoirs and services I have undertaken to record. The Soldier
may appear as often distinguished amidst misfortune, asthe Citizen,
though his country will render honours to the victorious alone,
like the world, which, too often, confines its incense to the pros=

perous.

It-is a tribute due to the gallant subordinates of the flect and
land force to say, that, throughout their arduous duties, they c¢vinced
a courage and perscverance worthy of their country and their cause,
While history is bound to publish truths, it never ought to extenuate

the errors of any branches of its subject,
H2
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By the 16th of April some hundreds became sick from exposure to
the weather, the heavy rains that periodically set in about this time,
and the scanty supplies of water; among whom were many of the
principal officers,

Upon the 23d and 24th, Councils of War were held, which
decided upon an immediate re-embarkation. Captain Knowles of
the Navy, who had throughout bore a distinguished part in the
duies of an Engineer, was now entrusted with the demolition of
Castillo Grande, which was with much ‘labour completed on the 25th,
and all the guns rendered unserviceable. The same was effected
at Bocca Chica. Upon the whole, the Spaniards sustained a heavy
loss, as appears from the following detail :

_ Guns
Bocca Chica Castle - - - - 80
Fort St. Joseph - - = - - 20
Fort St. Philip - - - - - 15
Fort St. Jago - - - - - 6
Fascine batteries on Barriadera side - 20
Four men of war at Bocca Chica - - 332
Two batteries at Passe Cavalla - - 13
Castilio Grande - - - - - 63
Port Mazinello - - - - - 12
Seven galleons - - - = = 128
Congesadon and Dragon men of war - 134

728

II
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Such events to the enemy were for some time irretrievable, and
long felt. The chdrges of repairing the different fortifications must
have been prodigious, when we consider the strength with which

they were constructed.

Our loss upon the whole was undoubtedly great, being in all
nearly two thousand men, and I annex a detail of the Officers of
European Corps who were Kkilled, died of the diseases incident

to the climate, or of the wounds they received:

748
WENTWORTH’s Regiment of Foot. (<4 A M/

Killed Died

Lieut. Colonel (Sandford) - 1 - - ]
Major - - - - - 0 - - 1
Captain - - - - - 0 - - |
Lieutenants - - - ~ 9 - - 5
Ensigns - - - - - 0 - - 2

10 T

——— _——

General HARRISON’S, /7-4"‘_ Jf;;’/

Killed Died
Lieut, Colonel (Daniel) - o - - 1
Cap.tains - - - - 1 - - 4
Capt. Lieutenant - - - o - - 1
Lieutenant - - - = 2 - - 5
Ensigns - - - . 0 - - 2

T3 13



Lieut. Colonel (Grant)

Captains -

Lieutenants

L

Ensign

Major -
Captains

First Lieutenant

Second Lieutenant

Dovcras’s Marines,

Colonel (Douglas)
Captains .
First Lieutenants

Second Lieutenants

54

CAvEnDisH. /s o0l

Killed

1
|
1
I
4

Worre's Marines.

Killed
- - 0 -
- - 0 -

Killed

4
|

[}
1

1
1
1
0
T
=]

Died
(Hely)

]
—

o W

f ]

Died
(Watson)

1
o

(succeeded by Lt, Col, Cocuran.)

Died

]
~ K w O

L
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LowTHER’s Marines.

Killed
Captains - - B - 1 - -
First Licutenants - - 0 - o
Second Licutenants - - 1 - -

Rosinson’s Marines.

Killed
Licut. Colonel (Thompson) 1 - -
Captains - - - - 0 - -
First Lieutenants - - 0 - -
Second Licutenants - - i - -
e

WyNyYArRD's Marines.

Killed
Major (Hall) - - - 0 - .
Capfains - - - - 1 - "
Captain Lieutenant - - 0 - -
First Lieutenants - - 0 - -
Second Lieutenants - - 1 - -
9
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MoRrToN’s Marines.

Killed Died
Colonel (Morton) - - - 0 - ]
Lieut. Colonel (Blagrave) - - o0 - 1
Major (Macloed) - - . 0 - 1
Captains - - - - & 0 - 9
First Lieutenants - - % - 1 - 3
Second Lieutenants - - @ 0 a 2

T 15

Being a total loss of nineteen Officers killed, and seventy-seven who
died from disease or their wounds.

The casualties of the other auxiliaries which were drawn from
America, were not proportionate to the above, as they were better
calculated for the climate; but the regiments of Marines were
newly-raised levies, and by an erroneous policy, they were too

early destined for a country, the air of which alone will always outdo
the works of the sword.

It is remarked, that young formed Corps are the worst adapted
for it, as it is too sudden a transition of life with many who com-
pose them, and are often strangers to that regulated system of
discipline which, in establishing their comforts, secures their health.
Upon no service, however, were men ever more distinguished for
bravery, but all who ever visited these quarters of the globe well

know, that its diseases will conquer and control the boldest minds.
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Every thing having been arranged, the fleet sailed for Jamaica
upon the 6th of May, where they arrived upon the 19th, and found
their reinforcements and supplies, of which they now stood in much

need.



CHAP., IX.

During 1741, the number of Marine Regiments was augmented
to ten, and the sums voted to maintain them were £201,752 13 O.
If the same force had been established before the peace of Utrecht,
they would not have exceeded the estimate of £186,666 1 8, as
the following indulgencies were grarted, and annual allowances

made subsequent to that period :

For servants allowed to Officers - - £7,786 13 4
Allowance to the Widows of Officers - 2,438 6 8
To Colonels, for clothing lost by deserters 2,120 8 4
To Captains, for recruiting their Companies 1,825 0 0
To Agents of different Regiments - - 912 10 ©

£15,086 13 4

At this time the whole Half-pay Establishment of Great Britain,
including Horse, Dragoons, Foot, Invalids, and Marines, consisted
of only five hundred and fifty-one Officers, and the annual expen-
diture upon the whole was £34,492 10 0, being at the rate of
£94 10 0 per day, and so considerate and ceconomical were the
public measures, that the House of Commons addressed his Majesty,
praying, that those upon this list, if fit for service, might be ap-
pointed to the first vacant commissions which occurred in the different
Regiments, But an ill-judged parsimony, as to the number of
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Officess attached to Corps, seemsed also to exist, and the same spisit
was constantly wrging the convession of the Land Forces into bodies

of Marines.

The regulations for this establishment were nearly similar ia
their principles to those framed for the line. The Colonels of
Marine Regiments clothed their respective Corps, and had the
liberty of recommending for commissions—Excepting that the whole
battalion was destined for a particular service, none¢ of the Field
Officers were embarked. The greatest number of men on bozrd the
largest ships did not exceed one hundred under a Captain, three
Subalterns, and the smallest was not less than twenty under an

Officer.

The Commanders of Marine detachments werce enjoined to for-
ward effective returns of them every two months to the Commissary
General of Marines, attested by the Captains and Pursers of cach.
This was necessary, in order to conduct the musters of the Regi-
mental Companies, and to guide the recruiting service on shore.
The same deductions were made from them as the Army, for

clothing and Chelsca Hospital, whether embarked or not.

When attached to any ship, their indulgencies were equal to
those of the Seamen, as to the receiving provisions without any
deductions from their pay on that account, they had short allowance
money, and the benefit of Naval Hospitals. When sent thither, either

sick or wounded, they were deemed effective in the musters aslore, if
12
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producing a certificate from the Surgeon of the Ship to which they
belonged, and another from the Commanding Officer at head-quarters,

when in Great Britain,

The Paymaster General of Marines issued the pay, upon receiving
it, to the Colonels of Regiments, or their Agents, and the Pay-
master of cach settled all their accounts agreeably to the muster-rolls

they had from the Commissary General.

These muster-rolls, with the receipts of the different Colonels or
their Agents, were csteemed sufficient vouchers for passing the Pay-
master’s accounts, and for making out warrants or debentures for
clearings ; which terms shall undeigo a more particular discussion,

under the head of Examples,

When brigaded abroad, they were paid exactly in the same
manner as the Arimy ; but the arreats of Marine Officers were much
longer withheld, and the Captains of Companies were exposed to
very peculiar hardships, which will be ftated more at length in a
subsequent stage of the narrative.—It is enough at present to remark,
that the Officers of these Regiments, when abroad, were often obliged
to assign that branch of their pay, at fifty per cent. discount, in'order

to answer their temporary exigencies,

What a contrast does this sytem present to the reforms, which

have been recently established, in favour of this class of men,
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CHAP. X.

IN consequence of the heavy losses sustained at Carthagena,
and the mortality which still continued to rage after their arrival
at Jamaica, the transit betwcen the Regiments of Foot and Marines
was rapid and immediate. Upon this service promotions were
established by rotation in the whole line. Within the short period
of five weeks, the Corps, oriéinally Douglas’s, numbered amengst
its casualties, three Colonels, two Lieutenant Colonels, and two

Majors.

It was not until the beginning of July that the fleet and army
were in a state of readiness to renew their operations, when it was
resolved to proceed against the Island of Cuba, where they anchored
upon the t8th of July, in Walthenham Bay, immediately named Port
Cumberland, in honor of his Royal Highness the Duke, about
eighteen leagues to windward of St. Jago, the firft object of their
intended attack, and properly speaking, the Capital, although it
was not then the seat of the Governor. The troops were ali
landed upon the 24th, consisting nearly of four thousand men,
including one thousand chosen negroes, levied by the Island of
Jamaica, with a view to sustain the laborious duties of this service,
Having established a position upon the side of the river, nearly
three leagues from the mouth of the harbour, the General on the

25th pushed some detachments into the country, which every
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where beat back the outposts of the enemy, and in a few days

returned to the Camp, with plentiful supplies of provisions,

It was originally the intention -of the Commanders in Chief to
have made a joint attack upon St. Jago, but the want of unanimity
which had sometime past, and now existed to a fatal degree, nuined
every purpose.—Contentious debates, and dilatory measures, teok
place of cordial co-eperation and pushing enterprize, while the
Country’s interests and the lives of the Soldiery were daily sacrificed
to the bitterest feuds.

About the middle of August the General stated the impractica-
bility of advancing into the interior country with his present force,
and expressed a wish to await the arrival of fresh levies from
America, and the expected reinforcements from Europe, which now
became essential to complete the skeleton Corps of kis Army.
The first resource was planned at the outset of the West India expe-
dition, and .instructions had been early given to the Commander in
Chief to avail himself of it, when compelled by emergency.

Accordingly, recruiting parties were sent to New England to
raise volunteers, and General Wentworth, by a personal appeal to
the Governor of that province, urged the necessity of their being
seconded with public spirit and public liberality, Similar steps
were adapted in the State of New York, to fill up the American
Regiments of Marines ; and the Governors, by an impressive address
to the Legislative Houses of both, strongly recommended their energies,
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not only o the ground of patriotism, but of political expediency.
Bounties of forty shillings were offered to volunteers, and the alluring
inducements of conquered territory.—America then saw her interests in
the subjugation of the Spanish dependencies in that quarter of the globe,.

During a long interval nothing was attempted, even towards a
partial reduction of Cuba, at the close of which, sickness, the
never-failing result of total inactivity in these climes, began his
ravages. [t was therefore determined to evacuate the island, which
was effocted upon the 20th of° November, when the regimemtal re-

turns were as-follow :
Serj. Corps Drum. Priv,

General Harrison’s Foot - - 22 23 8 172
Wentworth’s ditto - - 22 17 8 172
Colonel Wolfe’s (Marines) - - 20 23 6 182
Frazer’s - - - 22 21 6 109
TLowther’s - - - 22 24 8 183
Wynyard’s - - - 23 20 11 128
Cochran’s - - - 15 11 7 158
Cotterell’s - - - 24 26 10 151

First Battalion, Gooch’s (American) 16 11 3 129
Second ditto - - - - 10 T 3 90
Third ditto - - - - 10 7 3 79
Fourth ditto - - - - 6 7 1 107
212 197 74 1610

Sick in all - - - - 39 47 15 465

251 244 89 2073




64

The total loss of Officers, at the closc of 1741, amounted to one
Commander in Chief, five Colonels, ten Lieutenant Colonels, seven
Majors, fifty-five Captains, one hundred and sixteen Subalterns, and
fourteen Staff Officers.

The heavy casualties in the Marine Regiments may easily be
known, when it is recollected, that upon their leaving Europe each

consisted of more than one thousand men.

The transports, under a proper escort, returned to Jamaica upon
the 29th of November, while the squadron continued at sea to meet
the anxiously looked-for reinforcements.
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CHAP. XIL

IT was not until the 15th of January, 1712, that nearly three
thousand men, including two thousand Marines, arrived at Jamaica.
Another expedition was now meditated, which put to sea carly in
March, but adverse winds, the separation of transports having on
board the working negroes, and the expectation of the periodical
rains now nearly setting in, suggested to a Council of War heid at
Porto Bello, at the close of that month, the imimediate return of the
whole armament, to the port they had left. This afforded another
instance of unfortunate discord, The fleet arrived at Jamaica upon

the 15th of May.

In order to give a specious appearance to things, and to compen-
sate for the national expenditures and past miscarriages, it was now
judged proper to detach a force to take possession of Rattan, an island
in the Bay of Honduras, and a situation highly proper for maintaining
a cominercial intercourse with South America, as well as the trade

in logwood.

An establishment there having been formed carly in the year, it
was determined in a Council of War to send a force of fifty Marines
and two hundred Americans, under Major Caulficld, in order to

place the island in a state of military defence,

K
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On the 23d of August, they reached Port Royal, on the south
side of it, where they formed a camp and erected Fort George to
defend the harbour, as well Fort Frederick, on the western part of it.
A great proportion of the American soldiers being papists, they formed
a plot to render the settlement abortive, and to rise upon the Marines

and the well-affected of their countrymen.

His Majesty’s ship, Litchfield, then in the harbour, hearing the
alarm guns, instantly landed her party of Marines, who with those
on shore soon checked this daring mutiny, secured the delinquents,

and preserved the settlement to his Majesty.

Nothing farther was done during the inauspicious commands of
Admiral Vernon or General Wentworth, who both soon afterwards
returned to Great Britain, excepting the detaching five hundred men
of different descriptions to the aid of General Oglethorpe, in South

Carolina, and repelling the menaces of the Spaniards against the

infant colony of Georgia.

Orders of 1ecal for both arrived at Jamaica upon the 23d of
September, and the General was directed to provide the fleet with a
number of commissioned Officers, and men, from the Marines, sufficient
to supply its wants; also to fill up the vacancies in the eight Inde-
pendent Companies raised for the defence of Jamaica. For the former
purpose, eleven hundred were required, which were nearly all that

were now left and fit for duty, The supernumerary Officers and
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sick were sent home, and the American troops were invited to become

volunteers for both,

Government, under the experience of past disasters, now vested
the controul of the Marines in Sir Chaloner Ogle, upon whom the
naval command devolved after the departure of Admiral Vernon,
Notwithstanding the personal animositics that had existed, this Officer
bore his testimony to the zeal and distinguished bravery of the
Soldiery, whose gallant efforts and paticnt endurance under the
greatest privations, were unifdrmly conspicuous throughout a series of

misfortunes.

Upwards of seven thousand Marines and nearly four thousand of
other troops were the lamentable victims to pestilence and disunion,
but not to defeat. The objects which were accomplished, although not
adequate to their country’s hopes, were still distressing to the enemy.
Their principal harbours were in a manner rendered defenceless,
and the Spanish government experienced much embarassment from
nearly a total suspension of these pecuniary supplies, which could
alone enablc it to maintain the war with vigour and cffect, while

the distress pervaded cvery class of its subjects.

Our forces were ever after too feeble to undertake any enterprize
of importance against the enemy in that quarter of the world.—Self-
defence was now the system adopted by Sir Chaloner Ogle, as the
Spanish squadron at the Havannah was superior to his own, since

the departure of Admiral Vernon.
K2
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The supplies which were voted for the year 1743 provided for a
large levy of Marines to fill up their casualties—eleven thousand
five hundred and fifty being the number decreed, and forty thousand

seamen.

Nothing further, consistent with my subject, appears on the face of
the public transactions of the year 1742.
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CHAP. XII

EARLY in 17438, an impression upon some part of the continent
of South America being resolved on, the conduct of these operations
was entrusted to Captain Knowles, of the Navy, having on board
his squadron four hundred of the regiment of Dalzell, and about
six hundred Marines. They were first ordered to rendezvous at
Antigua, from which island they sailed upon the 12th of February,
with a view upon La Guira, a town in the district of the Carac-
cas, in Terra Firma, The attack against it was commenced on the
18th, but owing to a very heavy swell, the men of war could not
approach the shore, and in consequence, the troops were not landed.—
After a very heavy cannonade, which was only ended by the night,
the ships withdrew from the combat., The town suffered extremely,
many breaches were made in the fortifications, and the enemy sus-

tained a loss of more than seven hundred men.

The Spaniards behaved well, as the squadron suffered very con-
siderable damages, besides having nearly four hundred killed and .

wounded.

It proceeded to Curaccoa 1o refit, where they prepared for another
attempt upgn the sea-coast of Terra Firma. Having been reinforced
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by some Dutch Volunteers, Commodore Knowles sailed from this
island upon the 20th of March, and shaped a course for Porto Cavallo,
where there was a rcspectable force, and a town in the best state of

defence.

Owing to strong lee currents, it was not until the 15th of April that
the ships anchored under the keys of Barbarat, to the eastward of the
place. Having reconnoitred the different points of opposition, which
were every where formidable, two ships were ordered upon the 16th
of April against Ponta Brava, to commence upon it a flanking fire,
which its low situation, and the injudicious construction of the works,

evidently permitted.

After they were silenced, it was agreed to land the troops of
every description, in order to take possession, and to turn the guns
against the Castle; their retreat being secured by a man of war
within pistol shot of the shore.—~By sunset the ships had accomplishéd
their object, and by dark a force of twelve hundred sailors, soldiers,
and Dutch Voluntcers were disembarked under the command of

Major Lucas.

About eleven at night the Van gained one of the fascine batteries
upon Ponta Brava, when a Spanish centinel discharged his musquet,

and gave a general alarm.

Two guns being fired from the other battery, which was the next
for capture, put into an unaccountable confusion nearly the whole of
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this mixed detachment, when under the influence of a panic they

retreated to the ships with precipitation.

Upon the 21st it was resolved to wipe away the disgrace of the
late miscarriage, by an attack of the squadron and forces against the
Castle and fascine batteries.—Four ships were destined to batter the
former upon the 24th, while three others were placed against the
latter, The cannonading began at eleven on the noon of that day,
and was maintained with a mutual obstinacy till nine at night, when
after a short interval the firing was renewed. Some of the ships
having now expended all their amunition, and others being damaged,
they were ordered to slip, and to anchor without the reach of the

enemy’s shot,

This attack being fruitless in its object, which was to land the
troops, and fatal in its consequences, by a loss of more than two
hundred men, it was now deemed impracticable to push any farther
enterprize, and upen the 28th, in a general consultation, it was

resolved to return to Jamaica,

The extended operations of our fleets in other quarters being
marked with no events in which his Majesty’s Marine forces were
particularly called forth, no farther details connected with my nar-
1ative appear withio the annals of 1743.
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CHAP. XIII.
ALTHOUGH Great Britain, as a guarantee of the balance of

continental power, had, during a past period, exerted her resources
in the cause of her Allies, opposed to the interests of France, although
his Majesty King George the Second, in quality of Elector of Hanover,
had been highly distinguished in the field at the head of these arinies,
still a specious cordiality continued to exist between the two

nations.

Since the declaration of hostilities against Spain, our restless and
intriguing neighbours enjoyed all the advantages of war, without

experiencing any of its evils.

At the outset of this year, however, their projects were devclope&
by the equipment of powerful naval armaments in their ports, and the
assembling of armies upon their sea-coasts; the avowed aim of which
was against the Crown and Liberties of the British Empire.

A Prince, delegated by his Father, and drawn from his retreat in
another country, mild in his temper, and amiable in his manners, was
induced to renew their almost forgotten claims upon our monarchy,
and to revive the quickly decaying prejudices within our land, in
favour of his family and himself,
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Unable now no longer to restrain her views, France declared
war upon the ‘20th day of March, which was answered by a
similar proclamation of ‘the S1st, on the part of England.—
That Providence which has often so signally interposed for our
country was now conspicuouss—The elements were employed
in the destruction of many of their transports and troops at Dun-
kirk, while our floating hulwarks chased their covering fleet from

our coasts,

At this time the whole property of naval prizes was vested in
the captors, his Majesty having generously relinquished that share

which hitherto had pertained to the Crown.

The arrival of Commodore Anson from his expedition, whicl:
was originally intended to co-operate across the isthmus of Darien,
with the fatal one conducted by Admiral Vernon, diffused a jov

into the nation,

The specie which was gained by his enterprize, courage, and pei-
scverance was immense ; and although it was obtained antecedent to
the royal grant, still it was divided amongst his squadron, unimpaired

by claims.

About three hundred and thirty marines shared in the toils, and
the many debarkations which took place in his tedious progress ;
having been drafted from the different regiments to fill up the

complement of his ships, and to supply the place of a number of
L



T4

Invalids under Lieutenant Colonel Cracherode, who dreading their
approaching hardships, deserted from the service,

Fleets were now detached to every quarter of the globe, and
a force of eleven thousand five hundred and ffty-six Marines, were

again the establishment of 1744.

It falls not within my scope to enlarge upon the wide and
mingled events of this year. A partial affair in the month of May,
occurred in the Mediterranean, in which the party of Marines
disembarked from the Essex signalized themselves, That ship being
on a cruize, gained sight of twenty-six Xebeques and Settees, bound
to Antibes, from whence they were to carry troops to Italy. The
former were a conv0)rr to the latter, which were laden with powder,
cannon, ordnance stores, and provisions., Thirteen bhaving taken
refuge in the Creek of Cassi, the Marines were landed in order to
co-operate with the boats, and to repel any enemy that might appear
to retard their progress. They were soon attacked by a body of
Spaniards, whomn they beat back, and thus effected the object on
which they were employed. Eleven vessels were burnt and two

captured, which was a material loss in its consequences.

Nothing further, that propeily falls within my notice, appears
within the period of this year: our numerous cruizers were peculiarly
successful, and although few traits of achievement appear on the face
of our public transactions during this limited era, still both the nation
and the individual felt the benefit and the incitement that resulted
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from the liberal sacrifice recently made by their Sovereign, which,
while it promoted a general activity and zeal amongst every class
of his subjeéls, struck deep also into the commercial vitals of our

enemies,

The ten Regiments of Marines, by order of the Secretary at War,
were directed to recruit with expedition, and in order to render them
speedily effective, a number of impressed men were allotted to each,
This expedient was also adopted with regard to many Regiments of

Infantry.

In the Bill for the more easily recruiting his Majesty’s Land
Forces and Marines, a claufe was inserted, that every one who
should enter voluntarily would be entitled to a bounty of four pounds,
and might require his discharge from the service at the expiration of

three years.

The Parliament met upon the 27th of November, and granted
a vote of £206,253 15 0 to support an establishment of eleven
thousand five hundred and fifty Marines during the ensuing twelve
months.

L2



CHAP. XIV.

SOME inferior attacks having been made, during the last year,
by the Governor of Cape Breton, upon Canso and Annapolis, in
Nova Scotia, the former of which places was bumnt by the French,
the Northern Colonies of British America became alarmed for their
safety. Roused by the representations and the united patriotism
of Mr. Achmuty, Judge of the Admiralty Court, in New England,
and Mr, Vaughan, dn individual of great fortune and public spirit,
they commenced preparations for an expedition against Louisburg.
Accordingly considerable levies were begun, and a co-operating
naval force was requested by Governor Shirley, of Massachusets Bay,
from his Majesty’s Ministers,

At this time Commodore Warten commanded u’pon the West
India station, who was ordered to repair to Canso with that view.
A meritorious secresy prevailed throughout, which half secured the
success of an attempt that, considering the strong means of defence
possessed by the enemy, and the inexperienced troops employed
against them, was extremely doubtful. The activity of the Americans
upon this occasion, was fully equal to the important interests they had
at stake,
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Upon the 4th of April the levies from New England reached
Canso, and were encamped there, where they were improved in
their discipline until the arrival of the other troops from the different
Provinces, while the ships of war upon the coast, and some stout
privateers, continued off the harbour of Louisburg, in order to cut

off all supplies, as well as intelligence of the projected enterprize.

Upon the 23d of April, Commodore Warren arrived at Canso,
and against the 29th all the land forces were embarked, when
they proceeded for Gabarus ﬁay, about four miles from the capital

of Cape Breton.

Upon the soth two thousand men were landed at noon, who
beat back a respectable force which was detached to prevent their
descent, Upon that and the following day the rest were disembarked
along with nearly three hundred Scamen, and five hundred Marines,
under cover of the privateers and some smaller vessels ranged along

the shote. The whole was under the command of General Pepperel,

a native of Piscataway.

The French, proudly conscious of their strength, were exposed
to su'rprise from this cause., It is but justice to an enemy, and it
affords an impressive example to the military servants of every State, to
remark an instance of fidelity in the private Soldiery of the garrison,
at this critical moment. Long employed in carrying on the exten-
sive warks of Louisburgh, without any recompence, which, however,
was grinted by their Governtent, but alienated from them by their
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Officers, they had been in a state of insubordination and discontent,
little short of mutiny, nearly six months, until the appearance of
our forces, when Patriotism cancelled all inferior grievances, and
these brave men now only recognized the duties of zeal and allegiance
to their Sovereign and their Country. In a body they requested to
be led against the invaders, but suspicion and distrust restrained
their superiors from availing themsclves of the tender. The spirit
was allowed to subside, and perhaps an occasion was lost of averting

their approaching destinies.

After the disembarkation of our troops, they were pushed on
and formed two separate encampments; one on the southern part
of the harbour to attack the City, and the other upon the northern
side against the Grand Battery.

Upon the night of the 1st of May our outscouts, in the latter direc-
tion, set fire to some storehouses full of combustibles, which burnt so
awfully that the French within this important post became panic
struck, and conceiving that the whole British force was advancing,
retreated precipitately into the City. The works were possessed in
the miorning by only thirteen men, who were soon reinforced, when

an unavailing attack was made by the enemy to recover them.

They had done their utmost to render all the cannon unserviceable,
which required some time before they could be drilled and fit for use ;
during which a most tremendous fire was opened upon this spot from
the guns and mortars upon the Island Battery, and the Town, but
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with little successs Within a few days they both experienced the
effects of this post being in our hands, in the loss of men, and the

demolition of houses.

The force on the north side of the harbour were not idle, but
had pushed their approaches within two hundred yards of the City,
by the 12th of May, which they continued to cannonade, with great
vigour and success, from some heavy guns planted on an eminence
called the Green Hill, and a fascine battery of twenty eight,

The business of the siege was carried on under the greatest
difficulties, with an unsurpassed alacrity by all.  No class could here
claim any pre-eminent merit, for every one was guided by one

uniform impulse.

The walls and embrasures of what the French entitled the
Circular Battery, were soon destroyed, and every thing went on well,
Some important captures, which accelerated the fall of Cape Breton,

were made by our blockading squadron.

It being necessary to push matters as quickly as possible, an
attempt upon the Island Battery was ordered, as it very materially
incommoded our operations on the north side, and prevented the

entrance of our ships into the harbour.

A force of two hundred Marines, and- three hundred Americans,

was appointed for this service, and about twelve at night, on the
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33d of May, the whole proceeded on that duty. Soon after a heavy
fog came on that prevented their landing from the whale boats, and
which obliged them to draw off; although they were not unheard
by the enemy’s garrison, which then consisted of only fourteen men,
to whom this afforded a timely hint for their reinforcing so material
3 post with three hundred and fifty.

Upon the 27th, attwo in the morning, this enterprize was renewed
by one hundred and fifty Marines and nearly two hundred Provincials.
The French, discovering their approach, fired grapeshot from their
heavy guns, which destroyed some boats with the soldiers, when our

troops gallantly pushed ashore.

Until sunrise they persevered in the daring but unequal contest;
when at last, reduced numbers, and walls which they in vain

attempted to scale, obliged them to call for quarter,

By indefatigable labour, however, on the night of the 1st of June,
a commanding situation upon the cliff, which swept the platform of
the Island Battery, and the entrance into the harbour, was completed,
and cannon were planted in it. Things now drew to a crisis;
every subordinate event combined to prosper an undertaking founded
in a judicious policy, and conducted with an ununimous zeal. After
forty-nine days of unrelaxed exertion, Louisburg capitulated, and
with it the whole Dependency of Cape Breton.—This object was
accomplished with the loss of little more than one hundred men,
while that of the French exceeded three hundred. The greater
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part fell on the Marines in the attempt upon the Island Battery, who
shared in the success and glory of that expedition, and in the general
tribute of applause which was so justly conferred upon all—by their
Country.

The domestic events of the present year were marked by so
peculiar an interest, that I cannot pass them without notice.—The
adverse circumstances which occurred ecarly in 1744, had only sus-
pended, but did not annihilate the hopes of Prince Charles Edward,
the ecldest son of the Pretehder, to re-ascend the throne of his

ancestors,

Guided by desperate and designing men, usged on by the wily
politics of France, which wished him success, but would not afford
the means of it, and personally sanguine in his disposition, he readily
listened to every representation that flattered his views. He accord-
ingly embarked his destinics in a stile little adequate to the extent of
his designs, which were to dcthrone a beloved Sovereign, and to

overturn the Constitution of a brave and a trec People.

It is not for me to follow him in the range of his efforts, or to

detail the successes which for a while attended his steps.

Britons, little accustomed to hear the sound of war at their own
gates, were at first alarmed at the novelty, but they soon cvinced both
loyalty and: union in sustaining the fixed rights of their Monarch,

and in defending their own libertics,—Party became dumb, while
M
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addresses, backed by dssociations were the temders daily made to
their King.

It was reserved for a branch of that House which he came to
destroy, to vindicate its claims and its honor. His Royal Highness
the Duke of Cumberdand, by the battle of Culloden, not only put a
close to the Rebellion, but for ever ended the aspiring hopes of the
family of the Stuarts ; the remains of which bave survived to exist
upon the bounty of a Prince whose throne they had strived to
subvert.

The events of a short day transformed Charles from an imaginary
Monarch to a humble beggar, and he would fain have quickly retraced
his steps to that shore, upon which he had landed with such clated pro-
spects. But many sufferings and hardships were yet in store ; an
interval which has imnortalized the character of those poor but

virtuous natives amongst whom he flew for refuge,

Although a reward £30,000 was the boon offered for his person,
and he constantly within the power of the meanest, still an Iscariot,
was not to be found. Adversity, that hour in which true friends
can best be recognized, shewed him human nature in its most exalted
form, in a people, though depressed by penury, that would not sacrifice
cither him or his cause.—Every loyal man, while he must deprecate
the aim, will still applaud the principle of their actions. The illiterate
tenants of the Hebrides have transmitted an example of fidelity and alle-
giance worthy of being knows and imitated by the subjects of every



realm. The unfortunate Prince found his way to France, and while
time has extinguished his family, it has also subverted prejudices, and
has incorporated all his adherents with the united strength of the

Empire.

Although the incidents to which I have thus recurred have no
connexion with my subject, still the inferences that arise from them,

as well as the critical occasion, I trust, will sanction their insertion

and this digression.

The following was the list and effective strength of the Marine

Regiments in 1745 :

Regiments.
Churchill’s -
Frazer's - a
Lowther’s -
Byng’s - -
Cochran’s
Cotterell’s

Cornwall’s

]

Duncombe’s
Powlett’s
Jeffrey’s -

5

Besides 1,550 Commissioned and Non-commissioned Officers.

M2

-
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878
864
848
797
945
843
845

Number of effective Men,

Wanting to complete,

122
136
152
203
55
157
155
216
84
118

1,398

e
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At this time, and indced since their institution in 1739, Com-
missions were purchased and sold in the Regiments of Marines,
although they always bore an inferior value to these in Old Corps.
A perquisite frequently arose to the Colonels from the disposal of
Second Lieutenancies, when his Majesty was pleased to accept of
their recommendation. Such usually produced from £250 to £280,

while Ensigncies in the Line sometimes yielded £400.

Nothing worthy of further notice occurred within the transactions

of this year.
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CHAP. XV.

EARLY in 1746, a Committec was appointed to investigate the
state and grievances of the Land Forces and Marines. A con-
siderable increase of expence had accrued in the maintenance of
both, which was one of the objects of this inquiry. Such as affected
the Marine Regiments I have already detailed, and assigned the
causes of the additional charges in this establishment since the
peace of Utrecht. The same are applicable to the Army at large,
in the allowance which was made to Commission-Officers in licu of
servants, in 1713, in a similar indulgence granted to the Quarter-
masters in marching Regiments in 1718, and the annuities to
Officers Widows, to Colonels for clothing lost by deserters, to
Captains for recruiting, and to the Agents of Corps, which were all

the newly-adopted establishments of the latter year.

These additional grants, while they meliorated the situation of
the Officer, cost the Nation but little,

It appears, in the course of this inquiry, that the perquisites of
a Colonel, in clothing a Marine Regiment, exceeded those of the
Foot, from the comparative superiority in their numbers, and the
articles being of an inferior quality.
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The grievances which had existed, and were peculiar to those
Regiments, appeared conspicuous in the course of this public

research.

“ Upon the whole business, witpesses were examined by the
“ Committee who deposed that the Marines, while on the West
India expedition, were paid according to the returns of effective
*“ men made monthly to the Commander in Chief, and the account
¢ of the off-reckonings was kept by the Pay-Office; and that the
¢ Ofhcers clearings of the first raised six Regiments had been paid
““ only to the 25th of December, 1740, and of the other four to the
‘¢ 24th of June, 1741, of which the Pay-Master cannot now make
‘¢ any demand, till muster-rolls are delivered into his office, which
‘“ he must compute, and then certify a state of the Regiment’s
¢ account to the Secretary at War, who lays it before the King ;
““ in consequence of which, warrants for clearing the Regiment
¢ are issued to the Pay-master, who then makes out debentures,
‘ pursuant to which a warrant is drawn for the payment of the
“ money, and that by this was to be understood clearing the
¢ Regiment. It further appeared, that by the usage of the Army,
““ Regiments could not be cleared with till muster-rolls were made
¢ out, but that the Marines had never been regularly mustered,
¢ (owing to their being detached and employed in every quarter of the
¢ globe) to which circumstance is owing their not having been
¢ cleared with, which has been a sad inconvenience to many of the
*¢ Officers who were obliged to assign their arrears at a prodigious

¢ discount.”
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One of the Agents, upon his evidence, suggested to the Com-
mittee an expedient, by which to remedy this evil, which was,
that muster-rolls might be made up from the books of the Men of
War already come home, and from the muster-rolls of the men now
at quarters. He additionally submitted it as his opinion, that it was
the duty of the Commissary to make up this account, and within bis
instrutteons, to accept of such books as immediate vouchers. This
Gentleman farther certified, that the off reckonings were regulasly
paid, but that the clearings were not, and that the Colonel usually
saved near £1,000 out the off reckonings, after clothing a Marine
Regiment ; and he conceived, that the Officers clearings might also
be paid by a wsrrant from the King to the Sccretary at War;
more particulaily as there was no deficiency of Officers, thcugh
there might be of Private men; and the returns made being strictly

upon honer, might supply the want of muster-rolls.

From another witness it was obvious, that no account had ever
been settled with the Captaine of Marines for their Companies, the
Agents always alledging, that it could not bc done without muster-
rolls : and that though the Marines, when in the West Indies, were
mustered and paid in the same manner as the marching Regiments
were ; and though the latter were cleared when they came home,

yet the former were not.

That in the summer of 1745, indeed, a warrant, countersigned
by the Secretary at War, was sent to the Pay-Master for clearing
the four last raised Regiments of Marines, notwithsanding the want
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of muster-rolls ; but not being signed by the Lords of the Treasury,

it was not attended to.

This bardship was peculiar to the Marine Regiments, as it
became evident to the Gentlemen forming the Committee of Inquiry,
that the different Corps of Foot employed upon the same scrvice had
been cleared by such authority countersigned by the Secretary at War
alone, without any objection, though the pay had been issued in the
same manner to them, and the want of muster-rolls equally their

case.

Marine Officers, it appeared, were not allowed to take their

servants, when ordered to embark.

At this period, there was a sum of £101,551 3 4 in the hands
of the Pay-Master of Marines ; the amount of the above-mentioned
claims, whose character and motives, however, were clearly exculpated
from any blame ; but it was not so with his Deputy or Cashier, who
had appropriated near £90,000, bearing intcrest upon land-tax tallies,
East India Bonds, and clothing assignments, without the knowledge of
bis Superior, who had been informed, and till this investigation took
place, always understood that the whole bad been deposited.in the
Bank of England.

Another Suborbdinate, the Accountant of the Pay-Master, sharcd
in the annual profits of these investments, which were derived from
the invaded rights of the injured Officer.—After having divided the



89

spoils during some years, and having made a restitation of the prin-
cipal, they were both deprived of their situations.

Such a scene of grievance appeared through the whole of this
scrutiny, that the Committee emphatically closed their report, by
the ingenuous avowal, that the facts which appeared called for public
notice, and highly deserved the attention of Parliament.

dt ought to be related, to the honour of these suffering Corps,
that during the long period’ of nearly six years they suppressed
their feelings until the present occasion, of which they very properly

availed themselves.

They now submitted their wrongs to a Board, instituted by legis-
Iative sanction, and for the express purpose of redress, as well as of

inquiry ; the following are the terms in which the Memorial of one

of the Marine Regiments were couched :

To the Gentlemen of the Committee, and which may be
considered as engrossing the general sentiments of the
whole that were employed in the Expedition to thc West

indies.

16t. *¢ That in the month of August, 1740, when #bis regiment
¢ nwas one of those embarked for the expedition to the West Indies,
* the Captams were obliged by order, out of their own pockets, to
* provideand lay im & stock of sugar, tobacco, sauff, shirts, shoes,
N
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stockings, jackets, trowzers, and other sea stotes, for the use of
their Companies ; and were considerable losers in the waste and
weighing, and in the division of the several species to the men ;
that farther, if any man died (which was frequently the case,)
who had not lived long enough to pay the charge of their slops,
the Captain was the only sufferer, as he received his mens’ sub-
sistence according to the effective montbly returns only, by order of
the General; nay, the ordinary allowance of the two Warrant
Men, paid in Great Britain and Ireland monthly to the Captains,
with their subsistence, was here deducted, notwithstanding they

embarked complete.

2dly. ¢ The exchange of money between England and Jamaica,
at that time was 40 per cent. and money enough to be had
at that exchange for the payment of the Army; nevertheless the
Officers and Private Men on that expedition were obliged to
receive their pay at 20 per cent. for some time : indeed, upon a
general murmur made by the army upon that occasion, there was
5 per cent, more added ; so here was still a deduction of 15 per

cent. A noted instance of this severity at the end.

sdly. ¢ The Agents now deny making up their accounts with
the Captains of Maiines, in the same manner that other Captains
are accounted with ; and in short deny giving any accounts at
all. By this means a good deal of that martial dependence a
Soldier ought to have on his Officer is withdrawn, as he finds
the Agent is his fac totum in affairs of money, and his executor
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in case he dies. The Agents, in order to support these their unjust
proceedings, endeavonr to screen thcemselves under some wrested
paragraphs in the Mutiny Act ; for (as we apprehend), from the
Legislatures designed intent, and quite contrary to the King's
Order in his Articles of War, which must always be consequent to
the above act, as by the said act it is, that his Majefly is

empowered to make such orders or articles,

athly, ¢ The Officers of Marines are by the same terms of
chicanery kept from receiving their arrears, there bcing fire
years and a half due the 24th of June of the present year
(1746), notwithftanding the other parts of the Army rececive
them punctually, though in no part of the service ought the
arrears to be quicker paid than in the Marines, where Officers
are put to certain and immediate necessary expences on every

ewmbarkation.

sthly. It is plainly evident that no Officer in the Marine
scrvice (whilst dealt and accounted with in this manner), cnjoys
the same privileges with the other Officers of the Army, which
muft of consequence create heart-burnings, to the detriment of the
fervice. Seeing, therefore, that these Officers have (notwithsanding
their cruel usage) on all occasions and at all times been most ready,
with their lives and abilities to devote themselves to the service of
their King and Country, we humbly beg that this their situation

may be inqaired into,”

N 2
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The instance which was referred to from the 24 article is as
follow :

¢ A Pay-Master, while the Marines were employed in the Island
“ of Cuba, by order of his Commanding Officer, did receive between
“ 3 and £400 of the deceased Officers money, for which he gave
‘¢ bills upon the Agent of the Regiment in London, and issued out
¢ this money to the Officers, on account of their subsistence at the

* full exchange, which they were in great need of.

““ When this Pay-Mafter was in the course of passing his
‘¢ accounts with the Agent of the Regiment, he was told that the
‘ Pay-Master General would not allow him this money, because
““ all money on account of the Regiment (a scheme of which
¢ the Pay-Master knew nothing) was fo be drawn from the
¢ Contractors, that is, the Marines were to receive their subsistence
‘“ at 15 per cent. less than the currency of the country ; though
* God knows, and the world are competent judges of the hardships
v and severities of campaigning in such a climate with sea
“* provisions only, and bad water ; besides, it was utterly impossible
‘¢ for men thus curtailed of their small subsistence, to purchase the
s least refreshments, when it is considered that a poor sheep was sold
' for L4, a turkey at £1 3 9, and so in proportion for every thing
** that could be termed fresh provisions.

*“ In return for such sufferings, the few who remained alive to
*¢ yevisit their native conntry, with the entail of broken constitutions
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“ scarcely worth the enjoying, which they still dragged en in the
‘¢ solacing hope of all their sorrows being clesed, and all their
¢ claims adjusted, in order to restore their health, and to render
“ them once more fit for the service of their King and Country, to
“ their great disappointment, are to this very day kept (we believe)
“ by the juggling tricks of the Pay-Master General, and the Agents,
‘“ from their arrears, and the small benefits allowed to other parts of the

“ drmy.

* From the beginning of this example it is plain, that no
‘¢ charitable regard was to be paid to the executors of deceased Officers
% receiving their money at par in Great Britain, nor to the sufferings
¢ of Officers in America, who received this small sum on the same
*¢ terms there for subsistence. We therefore most humbly pray your
‘¢ goodness to intercede with his Majesty for the relief of these our

‘¢ grievances.”

Such are the details of privation wihich this meritorious body had
long continued to endure in silent loyalty. Thus early did they afford
the brightest examples of steady allegiance, which has transcended
to their posterity under every change of constitution they have under-
gone,. and what, I trust, will ever be the distinguishing characteristic
of a British Marine, under all the destinies of himself or his

country.

One resulting and immediate consequence of this public inquiry
was, that the Pay-Master made good the balance in his hands, which
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was lodged in the bank of England for the future benefit of those

who were so justly entitled to it.

Having introduced, in the preceding part of this inquiry, some
terms which may not be understood by all, I shall take a retrospect

of each, and define them in rotation.

The first that occurs is off~reckonings—of these there are two kinds,
gross and nett off-reckonings ; the former consisted of all the pay of
the Non-commission Officers and Private Men above their subsistence :
for instance, during the period to which I allude, the ful/ pay of
a common Soldier was 8d. per day, out of which 2d. was stopped
for clothes, &c. and 6d. remained for his subsisience. From this
too, 6d. per week was deducted to furnish stockings and shoes when

the regimental articles were worn out.

The Captain of each Company always settled with his men for
the balance, if any, every two months. Nett off-reckonings were
the amount of the gross off-reckonings, reserved for the purpose of
clothing the men, after the deductions of 1s. in the pound, and one
day’s pay from each Regiment, for the benefit of Chelsea Hospital,
with 24. in the pound for the agent of each Corps.—Such stoppages
were always made at the Pay-Ofiice.

Clearings were the balance of each Officer’s pay above his subsistence,
after the deductions stated were made, which ought to have been regu-
larly paid by the Pay-Master General to the different Marine Agents.



95

Warrants were documents with the sign-manual attached to each
which authorized the receipt, and disbursements of money from the
Treasury. They may be considered as the sanctions of any Board.
Debentures were commonly made up at the Pay-Office, by virtue of
warrants from the War-Office, annexing a general statement of the
charges of cach Regiment, upon which proceeded a final or clearing
warrant. Debentures originated in 1649, and they were a mode
in the form of a bond, or bill, by which Government obliged itself
to render payments of such monies as might be due to the Soldier,

or his assigns, upon examining and closing the account of his

arrears.,

Nearly twelve thousand Marines was the vote of 1746. Early
in this year, an expedition was meditated against Quebec, and a
considerable force assembled at Spithead for that intent, amongst
which was Colonel Powlet’s Regiment of Marines; but from

unaccountable delays, there the whole remained until the season was

too late for such an attempt.

The were afterwatds destined against Port L'Orient, with a
view to distress the French East India Company, as well as to create
a divérsion in favour of the Austrian operations in Provence, The

Commanders appointed were Adiniral Lestock and Lieutenant General
Sinclair.

The long detention of so respectable a force, until the period of

Exquinox not only gave time for the enemy to ascertain its object,
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but endangered its progress along a bostile cosst, at so very critical
a season.

At last, having assembled at Plymouth, the whole set sail upon
the 14th of September, steering directly for the coast of Britanny,~
Five thousand Infantry to be strengthened, if necessary, by the Marines
of sixteen Sail of the Liae, and eight Frigates, were the number
employed on this oocasion.

They made the coast apon the 18th ; but from adverse circum-
stances, a debarkation was not effected until the 20th, The interval
was advantageous for the enemy, who by alarm guns during the
day, and lighted fire-beacons upon the tops of corresponding hills
during the night, soon appeised their distant countrymem of an
invader’s approach.

It was in vain that opposition was attempted aguminst the
descent of our troops, by a body of undisciplined Militia, After
having landed the cannon, with the ammunition and stores, in
Quimparley-Bay, the whole were left under the charge of a

small party of the Royal Artillery, anad a body of ome humdred
Marines.

On the 21st. the army advanced in two columns against Plymeur,
which they reached after some slight skirmishing. The place having
agreed to swiender, but afterwaids treacheromsly fiing upon a
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detachment, it was given up to plunder, On the following day, the
whole moved on toa rising groud within a mile of Port L'Orient, the
ultimate object of their views. After a fruitless parley, which the
French had established, in order to gain time and to collect

their scattered means of defence, hostilities commenced on the 24th,

Some affairs took place between that and the 26th, when afier a
cannonade, which did considerable damage to the town, a retreat

was commenced under cover of the night.

The French were now pouring from all quarteis, and the situation
of our forces became critical. The fatigues endured by our men
of every description were excessive. The opportunity of conquest
seems to have been lost in the want of early energies, which allowed

a valuable interval to the enemy for defence.

After a loss of about one hundred and fifty killed, wounded, and
missing, and some Artillery, thc re-cmbarkation was effected, when
" the fleet set sail upon the 1st of October, for the Bay of Borneuff,
off Quiberon, and to the South of Quimperlay.

The body of Marines I have mentioned, were intrenched at
Quimperlay, to guard the landing-place, and the rest, under Colonel
Holmes, were united with the Army.

Upon the 4th of October, some troops were landed on the

peninsula of Quiberon, withont opposition, from whence the natives
(o]
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had fled with all their effects. After remaining ashore some days,
the whole returncd to England, without having effected any thing

during that time, worthy of remark.

Nothing of moment appears farther on the face of the military

operations of the present year, in which the Marines had a share.

In the gradual increase to the Establishment of the Army during
the present war, the Marines became incerporated with the Line,
and their numerical precedence commenced with the 44th Regiment,

entitled, The First Marines.

The following is the detail of the Ficld Officers and Agents of
each Corps, all of which were quartercd in Great Britain, and in the

vicinity of the principal sea-ports, at the close of the present year.

44th Regiment, or First Marines.
George Churchill, Colonel.
N. Mitchell, Lieutenant Colonel.
James Macdonald, Major.
J. Winter, Dartmouth-street, Westminster, Agent.

45th Regiment, or Second Marines.
Robert Frazer, Colonel.
J. Leighton, Lieutenant Colonel.
T. Mathews, Major.
T. Paterson, Conduit-street, Agent.
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46th Regiment, or Third Marines.
C. H. Holmes, Colonel,
P. Damar, Lieutenant Colonel.
W. Brown, Major.
T. Fisher, Privy-gardens, Whitehall, Agent.

47th Regiment, or Fourth Marines.
C. George Byng, Colonel.

B. Hutchison, Lieutenant Colonel.
J. Read, Major.
T. Paterson, Conduit-street, Agent.

48th Regiment, or Fifth Marines.
C. James Cochran, Colonel.
C. Whiteford, Lieutenant Colonel.
J. Stuart, Major.
Maynard Guering, St. James’s-park, Agent.

49th Regiment, or Sixth Marincs.
, vacant, Colonel.

C. Gordon, Lieutenant Colonel.

C. Leighton, Major,

William Adair, Pall-mall, Agent.

02

50th Regiment, or Seventh Marines.
H. Cornwall, Colonel.
J. Paterson, Lieutenant Colonel.
R. Bendish, Major.
T. Fisher, Privy-gardens, Whitehall, Agent.
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51st Regimens, or Eighth Marines.
J. Duncombe, Colonel,
J. Cunningham, Lieutanant Colonel.
J. Brewse, Major,

Maynard Guering, St. James’s-park, Agent.

52d Regiment, or Ninth Marines.
C. Pawlett, Colonel.
G. Walsh, Licutenant Colonel.

, Major, vacant.

Mr. Guering, Agent.

53d Regiment, or Tenth Marines.
Sir Andrew Agnew, Colonel.
C. Pawlett, Lieutenant Colonel.
C. Durand, Major.
Mr. Guering, Agent,

These Regiments, when complete, were supposed to consist of
one thousand Rank and File each, and every battalion of ten

Companies.

At this period the whole forces wpon the British Establish-

ment amounted to eighty-five thousand six hundred and eleven

men.

As institutions of honor, and distinetions of merit, are necessary
incentives for animating the zeal both of Corps and individuals, as
like every other inheritance, peculiar privikges ought to be
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transmitted, unimpaired, to the lineal successors of Public Bodies, if
not forfeited by misconduct, or abused by wantonness, I am thus
led to remark an occurrence that took place in London, and which
is authenticated by Major Donkin, in his ¢ Military Collections,” who
was a cotemporary and intimate with the Officer to whom the

circumstance happened. It is thus expressed :

¢ The 3d Regiment of Foot, raised in 1665, known by the ancient
¢ title of The Old Buffs, have the privilege of marching through
¢ London with drums beating, colours flying! which the city
‘¢ disputes not only with all other Corps, but even with the King’s
¢ Guards going on duty to the Tower! It happened in the year
“ 1746, that as a detachment of Marines were beating along
*¢ Cheapside, one of the Magistrates came up to the Officer, requiring
““ him to cease the drum, as no Soldiers were allowed to interrupt
“ the civil repose. The Captain commanding (an intimate friend
*¢ of mine) immediately said, Sir, we are Marines.—Ol, Sir ! replied
“ the Alderman, I beg pardon ; I did not know it! Pray continue

¢ your route as you please.”

It bas been already noticed in the early part of this retrospect,
that the Corps of Marines was originally engrafted upon that Regiment
to which the Major alludes~—that the O/d Buffs of the present day
gained one numerical step in the Line, from the extinction of its
predecessor, previous to which circumstance it had no claim to the
privilege in question, and could establish no subsequent one from

merely a sameness in name,
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The conclusion which naturally arises must be, that after having
ascertained our First Parent, as children, we should eujoy unalienated
the honors of our forefathers.—Whether or not, in authenticating the
fact he has stated, the Major means to advance a similar inference
by a like train of analogy, 1 know not, but it appears to carry a

feasible construction.

Although the metropolis is but rarely the scenc of our service,
except that of recruiting, still no one can anticipate the reforms which
may be judged necessary in the different military establishments of our
Country.  In adducing onc example of undisputed right, it must
certainly fix it as a rccognized principle under all future con-
tingencies, cxcepting that the laws of police shall have utterly

abolished the practice.
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CHAP. XVL

ELEVEN thousand one hundred and fifty Marines constituted the

vote for 1747.

Notwithstanding the disasters of the last year in a projected
expedition under Duke D’Anville, against Cape Breton, still the
ministry of I'rance perscvered’in their designs upon that important
possession.  Another object, more extensive in its nature and more
fatal in its aim, formed also a part of their plan in the subscquent
operations of the war, which was directed against the DBritish

dependencies upon the Coast of Coromandel.

Thesc armaments equipped, under different destinations, set sail
from France in united force, under the fond peisuasion that ne hostile

interruption could stop their progress.

A happy genius appeared at this time to guide our Naval Conncils,
Eaily intelligence was obtained of the enemy’s views, and adequate
measurcs were soon taken to counteract them. The occasion afforded
a fresh display of the zeal and intrepidity of Vice Admiral Anson,
and Rear Admiral Warren, who with a superior force fell in with
and captured, upon the 3d day of May, five sail of the line of battle,
a large frigate, and four stout armed ships freighted on account of tie

French East India Company, with troops and stores,
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Above £300,000 in money, which was intended to answer the
contingencies of these expeditions, was found on board the Men of
War, which altered its course to the Bank of England, and whither
it was escorted by a party of Marines, in military procession, amidst

the acclamations of the populace.

For this achicvement the Vice Admiral was created a Peer of
Great Britain, and Rear Admiral Warren was invested with the Orderx
of the Bath.—Theé whole Fleet received the cordial thanks of their
Sovereign, through its Commander, in these words, and who became

the organ of the Royal wish :

¢ Sir, you have done me a great service—I thank you, and
¢ desire you to thank, in my name, a// the Officers and Private Men,

¢« for their bravery and conduct, with which I am well pleased.”

Soon after the enemy sustained a heavy commercial loss in forty-
eight sail of homeward bound West Indiamen.

The 14th of October, in this year, memorable for our naval
successes, was another day of triumph,

Rear Admniral Hawke, whom the vigilance of our Ministry de-
tached early in August to intercept a numerous convoy then collecting
for the West Indies, continued upon his cruizing ground usatil that
morning, when their wished-for object was espied. After the most
gallant defence, six ships of the line struck their colours, and were



