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carried into Portsmouth, The Order of the Bath was the well-carned
laurel of this victory to the Commander, and the legislative thanks
of a grateful country were rendered to the subordinate Officers,

Seamen, and Marines of the Squadron,

While victory thus crowned the British Flag, its Commerce also
continued protected by the same guardian care. A few short months
accomplished the conquest of the flower of the French Navy, the
consequences of which were soon felt in the sccurity of our trade
and the increase of public cvedit.  Those of the enemy were both
fast on the decline, and a gencral despondency prevailed throughout
their country, from which all their boasted victories upon the Con-

tinent could not revive the nation,

Towards the close of this ycar, Rear Admiral Boscawen sailed
for the FEast Indies with a powerful squadron, having ncaily
two thousand troops on board, in order to reinforce our ships then
inferior to the enemy upon that station, and to retrieve our affairs in
that quarter of the globe. All our exertions during this era were
employed on our proper clement, in which the Marines bore a share,

and they leave not to me a single detached incident for record,

In the carly part of this year, his Majesty directed that the several
Regiments of Marines which were then existing, or might afterwards
be raised, should for the future obey such orders as they, from time to
time, might receive from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
from which period our present Constitution may, in some degree, b

dated-
P



106

e g — e i

CHAP. XVIL

THE distresses of France had now reached their height in the
destiuction of her-navy, and the annihilation of her commerce. Spain
also, cut off from her resources by the vigilance of out fleets, was
cqually poor, and her subjects still more wretched ; while Britain,

now dirceted by unanimity and wisdom, seemed as if invigorated by
the struggle.

Great must have been the sufferings of his people, when Louis XV,
condescended to espress his ardent wish for the tetuin of peace to
an individual who was then his prisoner. That Sovercign ingenuously
avowed to Sir John Ligonier the pressures which had induced him to
urge the topic; and it was a hint too interesting for humanity to pass
unnoticed. Accordingly, a Congress was soon after held at Aix-la-
Chapelle, in order to arrange the terms of negociation. The prospect

however, did not relax our efforts, which were still greater than

ey er.

Eleven thousand five hundred and fifty Marines were the estab-
lishment of 1748.

Admiral Boscawen, who had sailed from England in November
of the last year, got sight of the Mauritius upon the 23d day of June.
His orders were to make an attack upon it, but this object was

subordipate to the conquest of Pondicherry, .shich was the chief
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view of the expedition. The encmy had long been aware of his
destination, and were well prepared to reccive him.  After having
reconnoitred the coast, and sounded where a probability appeared of
effecting a disembarkation, it was at last ascertained, that the powerful
means of defence which presented every where, and the dangers of
approaching the land in many places, must necessarily involve a
great sacrifice of men, and render success cven ultimately doubtful.
The coming on of the autumnal monsvons had also an influence iu the
decision of a Council, which was to relinquich this attempt, and to
proceed without delay for the Coast of Coromandel, the enjoined

scenc of ope rations,

Upon the 27th of June, the Adniral bid adieu to the islund, and
arrived at Fort St. David on the 29th of July. Here the troops were
landed and encamped, with all the necessary stores. At no period
could the Nation cver boast of a more zealous or faithful servant than
Admiral Boscawen. It was now but a short interval ere he po -
cecded to carry his instructions into cflect, under his own au pices

having entrusted the Flect to Captain Lisle, the next in cormand,

who had orders to co-operate to the utmost.

Previous to the departure of Vice Admiral Griflin, with four shij.
intended for Europe, the Marines were drafted fron. thew, and adde
to the battalion, which upon this service consisted of cight hundied
and eighty rank and file. The whole.amounting to four thew.and
onc hundred and twenty British and Country troops, to be wftorward:
reinforced by two thousand native auniliaries, and once thou nud vie

P2
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hundred sailors, trained to small arms, were to form the besieging
army. The battering cannon, mortars, and every implement werc
conveyed by the squadron within two miles of the town, while the
land forces began their march towards Pondicherry, on the 8th of
August, about thirty miles distant. They were uninterrupted till the
11th, when a shew of opposition was made by an intrenched force
of the enciy on the banks of a river. These gave way, however,
upon the advance of a detachment to attack them. On the other
<ide stood the fort of Aiian-Coupan, which it was essential to carry
previous to opening the sicge.  A-force of seven hundred men,
composed of grenadicrs, and the piquets of the Army were deemed
adequate to this attempt by the Eungincers who reconnoitred the
works. In this service they bad been unhappily deceived, fiom
the peculiarity of the ground in front of the fort, the real strength

of which was hid from their view,

Unprepared for the assault, our brave men, when too late, found
its formidable state, but with a persevering though an unfortunate

spirit, they continued an attack which afforded no hope of success.

The enemy now galling them extremely by flanking fires from two
batteries on the opposite side of the river, a retreat was made after
the loss of 150 men killed and wounded, and amongst them some
of our best officers, The fall of Major Goodere of the Artillery,
upon this occasion, was peculiarly lamented, and from his bigh

professional talents, was considered as an event inauspicious to the
future operations of the army,
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The datachment being repulsed, retired towards the sea, in
order to preserve a communication with the ships, and thus to dis-
embark the cannon and stores. Here they slept all night upon their
arms, and on the following day, the 13th of August, were joined
by the army. In the afternoon the 1100 Seamen were landed under

Captain Lloyd.

It was now determined to carry on approaches in regular form.
Upon the 17th a battery of four guns was opened, but being
injudiciously placed it produecd no effect. The Artillery Ofhicers
having volunteered to construct another, it began on the following
morning with such success, that a desperate attempt was made by
the encmy to destroy it.  This at first succeeded, but our men soon
rallying from a temporary panic, the French were beat back and their
Commanding Officer taken prisoner. Major Lawrence, however,

and some officers scorning to participate in the early terror which

seized the troops, became captives.

Upon the 20th some gunpowder taking hire within the Fort, the
principal Battery blew up, by which explosion upwards of 160 of the
encmy perished. They then, by putting matches to the different

mines, demolished all the fortifications, and the remains retreated to
Pondicherry.

The ruins were soon occupied by our troops, who were employed
until the 25th in rendering this post tenable. They afterwards

crossed the river of Arian-Coupan, and got possession of a strong
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situation within a mile of the place, without a shew of contest. This
being to the noith west of the town, a communication was from
thence maintained with the ships to the northward of it, and all the

implements necessary for the siege were now landed.

Early in the morning of the 1st of September the Advanced Guard
of 100 men, consisting principally of Marines, was attacked by very
superior foices, which were headed by Mons. Portalis, the principal
Engineer of the enemy; who was mortally wounded, besides four
other Officers, and the whole were repulsed with a loss of upwards o

120 soldiers.

Upon this occasion a woman fought in the Marine Ranks of the
name of Hannah Snell, a native of Worcester, who, after many
chequered destinies, inlisted at Portsmouth in Colonel Frazer's
regiment, from whence she was embarked with a detachment on
board the Swallow sloop, one of Admiral Boscawen’s squadron. In
this affair she behaved with distinguished courage, having fired 37
rounds, and received a ball in the groin, which, two days afterwards,
she herself extracted, and likewise dressed the wound. Eleven
others in both legs, but of inferior consequence also, rendered her

removal to the Hospital, at Cuddalore, absolutely necessary, where

she continued three niwcnths.

When recovered she was ordered on board the Eltham frigate,
in which she continued till that ship returned home and was paid

off. After receiving her discharge from the Marine Service, in
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company with many of her companions, she set out for London.
The time arrived when they were to bid each other a long adicu ;
this moment she chose to discover her sex, in order to attest the
tryth of her adventures, One of her friends tendered his hand,
which was declined. She afterwards wore the Maiine Dress, and
having presented a petition to his Royal Highness the Duke of
Cumberland, he, with a piincely spirit, attended to her prayer,
and placed her on the King's list for a pension of thirty pounds a year
for life. This she enjoyed until a few years ago, when, after a

long residence at Walsall, in Staffordshire, her days were closed.

It was not until the 25th of Scptember that the batteries were
compleated, when they began to play. Owing to a general ignorance
of the plan of Pondicherry, our first attack was directed against its
strongest quarter, and after different approaches, it was discovered
that a deep and intervening morass prevented their being carried within
a distance ncar cnough to produce effect. Notwithstanding a com-
bined cannonade on the part of the squadron, against the town, it
was found that the enemy’s fire rather gained an ascendency.  Sick-
ness becoming prevalent, from the fatigues endured by the troops, often
up to the middle in water; the rainy season being daily expected,
which would inundate the country and cut oft their retreat to Fort
St. David’s, and the army rapidly diminishing in its numbers,
afforded strong grounds for immediately abandoning the siege. A
Council of War, bheld on the 30th of September, determined
upon this measure, after which period the only objects to be

accomplished were reimbarking the men and stores, and sctting
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fire to the batteries, all which were effected upon the 5th of October,

and the whole were in motion upon the morning of the 6th,

They had happily chosen the critical moment for retreat, as the rains
which fell upon the same evening, had nearly rendered the rivers
impassible ;: however they reached Fort St. David’s upon the evening

of the 7th, after having demolished the Fort of Arian-Coupan on
their way.

The want of Engineers was bitterly felt throughout the whole,
and though it was in many instances amply compensated by the
handsome and voluntary tenders of service, from the Officers of the
Corps of Royal Artillery, still these were of too subordinate a nature

to remedy the errors committed in the leading plan of operations.

We had also to combat a garrison nearly equal to our own army,
which was but little aided by the Native Auxiliaries, whose chicf
use lay in guarding the skirts of our Camp from surprize, or harassing

parties; for they would never defend any post without being supported
by European troops.

This disaster involved a loss of 1065 Whites of every description,

while that of the enemy did not exceed 500.

In the West Indies an attack was again intended against St. Jago,
in Cuba, by some land forces embarked at Jamaica and the Marines

of the squadron, with which design the whole put to sea, but after a
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long perseverance against strong northerly winds, which prevented
their approaching that coast, it was given up, and diverted to an
enterprize against Port Louis on the south side of Hispaniola. This
service was performed by the ships in line of battle, which, after three
Liours heavy cannonade, compelled its Governor to surrender upon

terms, when Major Scott, with a detachment of Governor Trelawney’s
regiment, and the Marines, were landed, and took possession of the

Fort in the name of his Majesty.

After having shipped or destroyed upwards of 80 heavy cannon,

and blown up the works, the whole were re-embarked.

Towards the close of the present year a very serious mutiny occurred
on board his Majestys ship Chesterfield, upon the coast of Africa, but
like all attempts of so diabolical a nature, it was suppressed by the
spirited efforts of a few well disposed of her crew. This leads me to the
reflection, that, however brave and intrepid the character of a British
Seaman is, still his valour becomes palsied the moment it is exerted
in a wrong cause. Such indeed must ever be the consequence of such
ill aimed combinations. The wretch who is capable of subverting his
country’s interests cares but little for those of his friends. In principle
a villain, he never fails being the first to desert and betray the
unfortunate men, who are the dupes of his counsels, particularly

when his own life appears in danger.

In order to exhibit how dangerous it is even to conceal the

existence of a mutiny, I will state an instance which arose out of the

Q
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above occasion :~—After the Chesterfield was recovered from those
daring insurgents, she was carried into Barbadoes, when all the
culprits were put on board the Richmond, excepting two, Some
of them were indulged with their liberty and to mess with that ship's
company ; so liberal are our laws even to the criminal, before trial

and condemnation.

Having, by their protestations of innocence, interested some
of the people in their favour, T. Ferriman, the ship’s Steward,
I believe from pure motives, and wishing to discover those who
had united in planning their escape, drew out a paper for the
signature of all who wished well to the scheme. Within two
hours he was himself informed against, by one who had subscribed
to it, and being found in his pocket, it was too powerful an evidence
to resist that article of War which holds him equally guilty with the
perpetrator, who knowingly conceals any gathering mutiny even for a

moment.

Every detail of active operation closes with the peace of
Aix La Chapclle, now a second time rendered memorable by the

growth of the Olive.

After morc than nine years hostility, all the powers agreed to a
general restitution of conquests.  France and Spain were lefl to lament
a ruined Navy, and an impoverished people, while Gieat Britain felt
an accession of more than four millions of circulating specie, which

concealed from the public view a large addition to her national debt.
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At this time the respective rank between the sea and land
Officers was decreed by his Majesty, and an order issued for an

exact uniformity of dress throughout the naval scrvice.

Amongst the many reductions which now progressively took
place, during 1748, and the early part of the ensuing ycar, may be
remarked the total extinction of the Marine cstablishment, the Officers

of which, at these successive periods, were placed on half pay,

Q2
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CHAP. XVIIL

PEACE having been proclaimed upon the 2d of February, 1749, the
liberal policy of Government was soon after conspicuous towards its

disbanded servants.

The settlement of Nova Scotia, hitherto a neglected spot, presented
itself to the enlightened mind of the Earl of Halifax as a proper field
for improvement, and it readily occurred to him, as a fit occasion, for
rendering useful to the State a body of men, that might have other-

wise been let loose upon society.

Accordingly grants of land in that Province, were tendered
to every rank of his Majesty’s land and sea forces, and as a spur to
immediate population, an extension of privilege and property was
allowed to him, who should embark his family, in proportion to its

numbers,

Some of the liberal professions, and mechanicks of different
descriptions were also invited to beeome adventurers, under similar
inducements, and the plan of a happy Civil Goverament emanating
from a British fountain, was early framed for the permanent happiness
of these military colonists,
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Under such assurances above 4000 bid adieu to their native shore,
and upon the 21st of June the whole anchored in the bay of Chebucto,
upon the southern coast of the Province, where a town was quickly
raised, fortified, and divided into lots, which was named Halifax;
a monument of the liberal and humane views of its noble patron.

The occasion merits many a reflection which I am not allowed to

indulge.

While it is the wisdom, it is also the interest of every Country
to frame employ for those who have served it faithfully in war,
A distinction between the industrious and the profligate would soon
be marked by Society, and the woithless wanderer roaming about
unpitied, would be compelled to contribute to his own support, and

thus promote the general good.

Every circumstance after the peace tended to shew that it was

only a temporary expedient on the part of France.

Alternately they continued to inflame and negociate during
nearly the whole interval of public repose, and by their extensive
Naval preparations, which were not confined to their own Country,

they obviously evinced the intention of renewing hostilities when

they felt themselves in sufficient power.

Upwards of six years provocation and remonstrance had elapsed,
when repeated insults aroused the Nation. Early in 1755 our
armaments began, at which time a levy of 50 Companies of Marines,.
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was otdered, and the following appointments of Officers to them
appeared in the Gazette of the 5th of April:

Licutenant Colonels. Majors.
Janes Patterson, Richard Bendyshe,
‘Thomas Diury, Charles Leighton,
Charles Gordon, James Buileigh.

Captains. First Lieutenants,
Hector Boisrond, Daniel Campbell,
Gabricl Sediere, Dudley Crofts,
John MKenzie, George Langley,
Charles Repington, James Hill,
Alexander Cumming, Alexander Cathcart,
Sir Robert Abercrombie, Francis Hay,
Alexander Douglass, Donald M‘Donald,
Edward Rycaut, John Shuttie,
John Wright, Edward Howarth,
Thomas Dawes, Robert Duglass,
John Tufton Mason, John Phillips,
Thomas Sheldon, John Brown,
Thomas Moore, Colin Campbell,
John Gordon, Rebert Ewer,
Richard Baker, Archibald Campbell,
James Dundas, George Ord,
George Maxwell, Lauceler Willan,

James Robertson. William Fraizer,



Captains.

John Campbell,
Claud Hamilton,
John Bell,

John Dennis,
Thomas Dalton,
Thomas Whitwick,
James Hamilton,
Robert Barker,

John Groeme,

John Beaghan,
Samuel Prosser,
Patrick M*‘Donal,
Alexander Irons,
Charles Webb,
William Stacy,
Richard Biough,
Henry Smith,

John Johnston,
Leathes Johnston,
Christopher Gauntlett,
Tooker Collins,
Walter Canuthers,
Jolin Vere,
Wiiliam Picton,
Richard Shuckburgh,
Richard Hawkins,

First Lieutenants.
James Short,
Geoige Bossuque,
James Mecrcer,

John Frazer,

W. Ayton Douglas,
Dennis Bond,
Thomas Backhouse,
Gerard Dennet,
Thomas Troy,
Edward Shyfhn,
George Gulston,
Richard Dennison,
William Thompson,
John Elliot,

Johin Pitcairne,
James Perkins,
William Dennis,
Ralph Teasdale,
Pierce Deut,

Robert Shirley,
Daniel Campbell,
John Blinkhan,
William Lutman,
Thomas Wright,
William Rowley,
Thomas Stamper,
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Captains, First Lieutenants.
George Maddison, Thomas Airy,
Charles Grey, Thomas Smith,
Robert Burdet, Waller,

John Yeo, Chatles Fletcher,
Robert Packhurst, Benjamin Edwards,
Alexander Leslie, Enoch Markham,

These, formed into three divisions, were placed at Chatham,
Portsmouth, and Plymouth, under the controul of the Board of
Admiralty, and an Act was passed for their regulation while on
thore.

Some of the names detailed, still live, while others, like them,
survived to hold distinguished rank, and to prove ornaments to their

profession, and the British Army.

From this era the Marine Corps has ever constituted a branch of
the peace establishment, the sale of Commissions was abolished,
although a transit between the Army and it, was still kept up,
which, from the casual introduction of men of influence, animated
promotion. But this system was soon changed, by which reform all
Officers rose in regular rotation, and what is the regulation of the
present day. Every appointment in the Marine Corps was notified
from the Admiralty, and appeared in the London Gazette; a practice
for reasons I know not, has been since discontinued,
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Although no declaration of war had taken place, still hostilities
of a serious nature had been committed in America, and captures to an
immense amount were made by our cruizers duting 1755. Even
since the signature of peace, indeed, the French maintained a spirit
of inveteracy in the East, which aimed at universal dominion. Pre-
parations were at last commenced, and the country at large began

to feel their wrongs.

CHAP. XIX.

AN unaccountable dread pervaded the nation, which the public
measures certainly tended to heighten. In the early part of 1756
the cnemy had collected immense forces upon their coasts with the
avowed object of invading England, Foreign auxiliaries were
called in, measures of precaution and defence were adopted, while
the real objects of attack from all their mighty threats, were
entirely forgotten and neglected. Amongst the additional forces
voted during the present year, 9138 Marines weic decreed by
Parliament; in order to compleat which 30 additional companies
were ordered to be raised. The expedient of a land impress was
resorted to, in the form of an ** Act for the more speedy and eftectual
recruiting his Majesty’s Land Forces and Marines,” but which was
suspended by a Royal Order upon the 1st of May, in consequence of
the zealous and patriotic co-operations of the nobility and gentry, who,

by their purses and their energies, rendered it unnecessary.

R
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The rcal designs of the French having been developed in an
expedition against Minorca, while they continued to amuse the
nation by the terrors of an invasion, produced a declaration of
war upon the 18th of May, against that power. Admiral Byng .
had been detached for its relief, and had previously been ordered
to disembark all the Marines from bhis ships, in order to take
on board a number of land forces destined for the relief of that
garrison.

Commodore Edgcumbe, who commanded the British squadron in
the Mecditerranean, foresceing an attack upon the island, had landed
1 Captain, 2 Subalterns, 4 Serjeants, 4 Corporals, 3 Drumimers, and
104 Rank and File, being nearly the whole of his Marines, to
strengthen its defence, who shared in the fatigues and the glory of
that distinguished siege under Licutenant General Blakeney., Much
spirit and determined bravery was evinced in the course of it.

After more than two months tedious approaches, the enemy
stormed, upon the 25th of June, in different points, but with partial
success. The firing had continyed from ten at night until four upon
the following morning, when Marshall Richelieu beat a parly in
order to bury his dead. But he shamefully invaded the interval
of suspension, by reinforcing the lodgments he had gained, which
communicating by subterraneous passages, afforded easy access into the
body of the ;;lace itself.

This led to its immediate fall, by capitulatipn, after seventy
days contest, and is an instance of what little confidence

should be placed in the French character, under every similar
occasion.
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The Nation, always too apt to despond from slight causes, most
bitterly lamented this event, which was preceded by the very
unwelcome tidings of a drawn battle between the hostile fleets.
Sir Edward Hawke succeeded the unfortunate Admiral, who became
a victim to the strict letter of the law, and the general prejudices of
his Country. From a vast superiority our cominerce in those seas
was well protected, while that of the enemy suffered extremcly.,
The constant threats of descent appeared to paralyse every exertion
but that of domestic security; while the enemy were carrying on
their schemes of distant conquest under the panic which these had
produced.

Towards the closc of the year a new Ministry was formed,
to which the Nation looked with confidence and hope.

In this administration that great and manly character, Mr. Pitt,
was one.—No farther details occur under the era of 1756.—The
Marines, in common with their brethren in the British Flect,
shared in the credit which was gained by some partial actions

during the year.

R2
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CHAP. XX.

AN addition of twenty companies was ordered carly in the year
1757, to complete the parliamentary vote of eleven thousand four
hundred and nineteen marines.

The happy change which had taken place in the councils of the
nation seemed to extend its effects thrbugh every department.—That
vigor and unanimity was, however, again suspended by intrigue and
faction, of which the enemy availed themselves, by detaching with
impunity, reinforcements to their distant dominions.

A coalition of parties having been accomplished, re-animated the
country, but nothing peculiarly interesting or falling within my scope,
can be remarked within the current incidents of this year. Some
partial naval actions, which did honor to the leaders, and which
reflected credit upon all the subordinates who had a share, were
fought within this period. They evinced that our spirit was not
extinguished, but that it only awaited the auspices of some guiding
hand, and a higher occasion, to render it of substantial benefit to the
public,
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CHAP. XXI.

THE fears of an invasion began now to subside, and these warlike
preparations which had hitherto been made with a view to selfs
defence, were, under the bold and enterprizing genius of Mr. Pitt,
soon to be turned against the enemy’s coasts. This was necessary
to animate the pcople, as well as politic in forcing the French to
withdraw a part of their immense forces upon the Continent. A
farther augmentation of thirty'Companies was granted to the Corps
of Marines, to keep pace with the general energies, which
completed their establishment to fourteen thousand eight hundred and
forty-five, being the vote for the service of 1758. At this period
too, that highly useful body of men, the National Militia, was
ordered to be raised and organized for domestic security, while
our regular armics were employed in retaliating the terrors of
invasion, and in carrying the war into the foreign possessions of our
enemies.

Early in this year was fought the memorable action between the
Monmouth and Foudryant, which must cver be considered as one
of the most distinguished events upon our Naval Annals. Monsieur
De Quesne, with a nobleness that did him the highest honour, in
delivering his sword to Lieutenant Carkett, the representative of the
gallant Captain Gardiner who fell, was not ashamed to avow that
he had surrendered only to the force of the Monmouth. The great
inequality in this contest confers a lasting credit upon the meanest

individual who bore a part in it.
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Sir Edward Hawke, commanding a sguadron of seven sail of the
line, observing a number of the enemy’s ships, with forty transports
full of troops, at anchor off the Isle of Aix, he pushed on with a
view to attack them ; but they slipped their cables, and were run
ashore upon the mud, after having thrown their guns and stores
over board, by which means they escaped. The enemy had been
employed in repairing the works upon the island that were
destroyed in our expedition of last year. The Admiral disembarked
Captain Ewer, with a party of one hundred and forty Marines, upon
the 5th of April, with orders to demolish them. This service was
effected with discipline and humanity, as it was accomplished
most completely, and without the smallest molestation to the
inhabitants.

An expedition having been meditated to the Coast of Africa,
consisting of two hundred Marines, under Major Mason, and a
detachment of Artillery, it sailed from Plymouth on the 9th of
March. Upon the 24th of April, this squadron, under the command
of Captain Marsh, aniived off the river Senegal, and against the 29th,
the small craft got over the shallow bar, being opposed by some
vessels of force, which were, however, obliged to retire, when a
landing was made. Early on the following day, being about to
advance against Fort Lewis, situated upon a small island about
twelve miles farther up the river, a deputation from the Superior
Council of Senegal arrived, with articles of capitulation, which wese
accepted. In consequence, Major Mason, with his Marines, took
possession of the Fort upon the 2d of May, in which was a gasrison
of two hundred and fosty soldiers and minety pieces of cannon, with



127

treasure and merchandize to a great amount. During this short
service, the sufferings of the men were great, as many of the boats
having the tents, cannon, and ammunition, were overset upon the
bar, which circumstance exposed them to the nightly dews and the
scorching sun upon that inclement coast, without a shelter. Being
a key to their giand Establishment at Goree, this acquisition was
of much importance.

It falls a second time to my lot to mention the active services of
my Corps in the conquest of Cape Breton, and its Capital, now ren-
dered more forinidable by expetience. A violent surf prevented the
landing of our forces, under the conduct of Sir Jeffrey Amherst, seconded
by the Brigadier Generals Whitmore, Laurence, and Wolfe, from the
2d until the 8th of June, during which the ships were exposed to
a cannonade from cannon and mortars. Upon that day, the
debarkation took place in different points, amidst the greatest
difficulties, during which Gen. Wolfe was very highly distinguished,
Some lives, and about one hundred boats were lost in the attempt.
After different preparations and approaches, which would be too
wide a field for my detail, the Marines of the Fleet were landed,
on the 26th of June, when being formed into a battalion, they
took post at Kennington-cove, and afforded a vast relief to the Army
then occupied in very extensive duties. Upon the 30th, they were
engaged at this post, and repulsed the enemy. Their ships in the
harbour continuing to incommode our troops, an enterprize was
formed against them during the night of the 25th of July, which
occasion very much signalized Captains Laforey and Macbride of
the Royal Navy, who took and destroyed the Beinfaisant and
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Prudent. Upon the 26th, the French proposed terms, by which five
thousand six hundred and thirty-seven soldiers and sailors became
prisoners of war, and in the capitulation was included the surrender of
the islands of Cape Breton and St. John’s. Gen. Amherst, in public
orders, desired the Commanders of every Corps to accquaint the Officers
and Men with the high satisfaction which he felt fiom the bravery
and good conduct of the troops—a conduct that bad, and always
must insure success, and what he would take the liberty of reporting
to his Sovereign. A severe blow to the navy of France, was one of
the happy circumstances of this achievement.

Considering the many detached enterprizes with which the year
1758 was marked, the most sanguine could not hope that all would
succeed without loss, where the chief objects were to land upon, to
harass, and keep in alarm the widely extended coasts of I'rance.

Although the affair at St. Cas, in the month of September, was
unfortunate in its issue, still no incident occurred that tarnished
the honour of our arms. More impetuous courage was never shewn,
than by the handful of men which formed the rear guard of the British
Army upon that service, who had to combat very superior
numbers. Previous to this, an opportunity offered to signalize the
parties of Marines belonging to three ships of Commodore Howe’s
Squadron, in uan attack upon the Castle of Latte, situated on a
peninsula in the cntrance to St. Maloes’ harbour. A joint attempt
had been concerted between a Naval force and a detachment from
the Army upon the heights above Arborough Bay, upon the 4th of
September, but the ships could not stand near enough to produce

effect without an imminent risk ; when after a short contest, it was



129

relinquished, by the co-operating troops, These parties of Maines
having been landed upon the night of the oth, attacked and carried
it without loss. In consequence of the success which had attended
the expedition against the coast of Africa, another was foomed against
Goree, which sailed from Cork upon the 11th of November, under the
joint conduct of Commorore Keppel and Lieutenant Colonel Worge, the
newly-appointed Governor of Senegal. A body of land forccs, and
the Marines of the squadron were the forces intended to carry this
service into effect, After a very dangerous passage, the whcle
gained sight of Goree, upon the 28th of December, excepting the
Lichfield of fifty guns, and a transport, that were wrecked upon the
inhospitable shore of Barbary. About two o'clock the squadron
reached a-breast of the island, then four miles distant, while
the transports were ordered to a bay between Point Goree and Point
Barabbas, to be in readiness to land the ticops on a signal being
made, Every disposition being arranged for an immediate attack,
carly in the morning of the 29th, the troops were embarked in the
flat-bottomed boats, in order to push a-shore upon the island when
adviscable, while a general cannonade was opened by the ships
against the different points of defence. After a most tremendous
firing of some hours continuance, the enemy struck their colours,
in order to cstablish a parley, that ended in an almost imnediate
renewal of hostilities, which soon obliged Monsiews de St. Jean to
surrender at discretion. Commodore Keppel instantly landdd all the
Marines, who took possession and occupied the fort until cvery
arrangement was made. The loss upon this service was extremely
trifling.
S
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Many were the occasions that distinguished the Naval and Military
Forces of his Majesty duting the present active year, which, from their
number, cannot fall within my detail. Both Corps seemned animated
with a spirit of unsurpassed zeal and enterprize, which the Marine
of France, her Commerce, and her coasts most bitterly felt, This
era exhibited many early specimens of the courage and talents of
some individuals, whose merits and great abilities very justly placed
them in high commands during the subsequent stages of their lives,
and whose names can never be mentioned but with encomium.

The amphibious duties of the Marine Soldier necessarily placed
him in many of these active scenes, and from that close connection
in which he now stood towards the Naval Establishment of his
country, he may be said to have always been a sharer in the honours
that arose from the brilliant single actions at sea, with which the
year abounded.

A bill framed in wisdom, policy, and humanity, originated and
passed in 1758, under the able and enlightened auspices of the
Honourable Mr. George Grenville, This was for the encouragement
of Seamen in the Royal Navy, by which these well-meaning, but
unthinking men, were enabled to cast an eye of compassion and
relief towards their suffering families. By this institution they might
allot such a part of their pay as they did not choose to receive, to
their wives, parents, or others, to which amount they had tickets
from the Commissioners, which on being remitted to any part of
the country, were payable on demand by the Collectors of
Customs and Excise within Great Britain, Its liberal tendency
is too obvious for remark; and it is only singular, that from its
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acknowledged influence, such was not earlier extended to the
Marine Soldier, who constantly participated in the dangers, the glory,
and the duties of our Fleets,—The man who has resolution and virtue
to forfeit his own comforts, and to alienatc a gieat part of them
towards the subsistence of his distant relatives, affords the strongest test
of his genuine character, He who is true to domestic ties, will

never, by insubordination, dissolve those that unite him to his country.

CHAP. XXII

FOURTEEN thousand eight hundred and forty-five Marines formed
the Establishment of 1759.

The manly, daring, and enlightened mind of him who guided
the public measures, was never more conspicuous than in the extensive
plans which directed the operations of the present year, Superior tothe
menaces of invasion, though still not despising them, he did not
limit the national energies to a system of sclf-defence, but resolved
upon carrying war and conquest against the distant territories of our
enemy. The spirit of Englishmen, thus roused, kept pace with the
bold views of Mr. Pitt, and while it has convinced the world how
invincible we are when knit together in the bonds of union, let us
imitate the examples of this happy period, upon every icturn of
public danger!

One of the most gallant single actions with which this contest
was marked, occurred in the West Indies, towards the close of

S2
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1758. It is narrated by Captain Tyrrell, of the Buckingham, who
fought it, in all the honest simplicity of a British Seaman, and bears
high testimony to the gallant conduct of those under his command.
This gratifying tribute, when merited, should never be withheld
from the meanest, and it must ever honourably characterize the man
who bestows it. Falling in with the Florissant, of 74 guns, and
two heavy frigates, in his Majesty’s Ship Buckingham, of 70, he
bravely engaged them and obliged the first to strike; but night
coming on, she availed herself of its darkness, made sail, and
escaped from her disabled antagonist. < Speaking of my Corps, Capt.
Tyrrell’s words are, “ Capt, Troy, at the head of his Marines,
“ performed the service of a brave and gallant Officer, cleared the
* poop and quarter-deck of the enemy, and drove her men like
““ sheep down the main deck.”

The defenceless state of the French Carribee Islands, induced
an cxpedition against them, which sailed from Europe towards the
end of November, 1758, under General Hopson and Commodore
Hughes, and arrived at Barbadoes upon the 3d of January following.
This Squadron, consisting of seven sail of the line, one of fifty guns,
besides frigates, had on board nearly eight hundred Marines, headed by
Brevet Col. Rycaut, of the Portsmouth Divison, which were intended
to form a battalion, to co-operate with the army ; but Commodore
Moore assuming the commznd of our Naval Forces in these seas, after
this junction, cancelled that plan, and adopted the idea of landing
each party in detachment, when necessary. By this measure the
public character of Colonel Rycaut was suspended, and that regular

system of discipline, which must ever result from the union of many
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under one form, was sacrificed.  This leads me to notice, that the
Marine Soldier is peculiarly exposed to a great disadvantage upon cvery
service of combined operation. Constantly employed in small detach-
ments, it is frequently his lot, at a short notice, to enter the field
against the well-trained legions of his enemies, and to unite his
energies with the Regular and Brigaded Forces of his country. He,
in this new scene, perhaps, knows not his file leader, and is
probably a stranger to his officer.

As the predominant dutics of this class of men are on board our
navy, where military evolutions can only be performed upon a narrow
scale ; considering that a sudden and unforeseen emergency may place
them in the situation I have described, it might be a means of rousing
an emulous zeal between each, and of fixing that intimacy which
is requisite to promotc a mutual confidence, to form the detachments
in every Fleet, or Squadron, into one battalion, or more ; which being
constantly maintained in a state of arrangement, would be better
prepared for these momentary calls. The bencfit which must arise
would far counterbalance any trifling expence that might be incurred
in the different necessary appendages to such ecstablishments, and
would afford opportunities by which to recompence the meritorious
individuals of a Corps, whose hopes cannot now aspire above one
uniform level.

The whole of this armament sailed against Martinico on the 1.th
day of January; the land forces having been already rcduced by
the fever and small pox.

During the night of the 15th the squadron beat up into the Bay
of Port Royal, and on the following morning his Majesty’s ship Bristol
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attacked and silenced Fort Negro, a strong battery of seven guns.
Her Maiines, as well as those of the Rippon, were immediately
landed, who, with fixed bayonets, climbed up the rocks and entered
the embrazures, without resistance, as the ecnemy had abandoned the
works. The British colours were hoisted at ten, and the army was
afterwards disembarked in the neighbourhood of that post, where
they slept on their arins.

Next day a Council of War dctermined to change the attack
against St. Pierre’s, when the troops returned on board, and the
guns were destroyed. After somc censideration this idea was also
relinquished, and it was resolved to proceed against Guadaloupe.
Having made that island upon the morning of the 23d, a disposition
of attack, against Basseterre and the Forts, was given out, which
commenced at nine, and continued, without an interval, until night,
when the whole were silenced.

The loss was confined, in this long and heavy cannonade, to
Lieutenant Roberts, of Marines, in the Norfolk, killed ; Captain
Trelawney, of the Lyon, Lieutenants Curle and Chaudy, of Marines,
on board that ship and the Rippon, wounded; with 30 of diffeient
descriptions killed and 60 wounded. The town was unhappily
set on fire, which irritated the flying inhabitants to a more vigorous
defence of the island.

Upon the 24th the troops were landed, when the French
abandoned the works they had began on the 1ising ground behind
Basseterre, without opposition, Our army took possession of them
and halted there during the night. Next morning the enemy also

deserted the citadel, retiring towards the mountains with the
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resolution of resting their future defence upon the chance of sickness
gaining ground amongst our troops, and of succours from Europe.
The 61st regiment, under Major Tcesdale, was directed to occupy
the town and citadel. This detachment owed their salvation to a
Genoese deserter, who informed the Commanding Officer, when on
the eve of entering the latter, of their impending danger from the
explosion of a mine to which the train had been laid, and that was
to bave been fired by a Negro, who, unaware of the hazard to
himself, was bribed to this duty. By pushing rapidly into the citadel,
the train was found, and timely swept away, as the dark coloured
emissary was advancing, with drunken and staggering steps, to have
exccuted the diabolical design.,

Upon the 25th the field pieces, and every necessary implenient
were landed, and the ground marked out for the diffcrent regiments,
in such a manner as to co-operate instantly when required. A corps
of Light Infantry, drawn from the several Battalions, was also formed
and placed under the command of Major (now General) Mclviﬂé,
which rendered very essential services.

The French Commandant, Mons. Nadau, tovk post in a deep
cleft of the mountains, which commanded his supplies from Cape
Terres, by far the best cultivated quarter of the island. Every
approach to this recess was also guarded by intrenchments, Upon
the 26th a summouns was sent him, which he modestly but firmly
rejected.

Some trifling skirmishes, that involved nothing except a loss of
men took place, instead of that active system of enterprize, which

should, if possible, be ever followed in a West India warfare.
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The enemy gathered spirit from our inactivity, and in their turn
harassed and insulted the Citadel itself, and the relief of our Guards.
This error, however, afforded an opportunity of distinguishing
the 61st Regiment, which was successfully employed in dislodging
the encmy from the grounds they occupied.

An attack being meditated against Fort Louis, upon the Grande
Terre, or North East side of the Island, a Squadron was ordered,
under Captain Harman, of the Berwick, with somec Companies of
the Highland Regiment, under Major Campbell, of the Marines ;
he having also a considerable detachment of his own Corps. The
whole proceeded to execute this service upon the 6th of February, from
which days, till the 13th, the ketches continued a brisk bombardment.
The Squadron advanced to the contest early on that morning,
and after five hours cannonade, silenced the Fort and its numerous
dependant batteries. During this attack, the Highlanders and Marines
were in the flat-bottomed boats, ready to seize upon the first favourable
moment for debarkation; and on this signal being made they,
bravely pushed ashore, under a heavy rcsumed fire from every point
of the enemy’s defence. Major Campbell, upon this occasion,
allowed them no breathing time ; for finding that the ammunition
was generally injured by landing at an improper place, he resolutely
pushed on with fixed bayonets, and after a severe action carried the
Fort, with all the batteries. This was not accomplished without
a considerable loss.

An unhappy plan of procrastinated operation continued
to mark our progress in the neighbourhood of Basseterre, which

assumed, however, a more active form under Gen. Barrington,



137

who succeeded to the command of the Army, after the death of
General Hopson, on the 27th of February.—Resolving to change
the plan of operation, he withdrew his forces from Basseterre,
leaving a garrison in Fort Royal, and blowing up the other
works.

The whole now directed their course to Fort Louis on the 7th of
March, where the transports did not arrive until the 20th, owing to
the prevalence of strong lee currents. Intelligence being received
of a powerfyl French Squadron having 1eached Martinique, induced
the Commodore o leave the Army at this ciitical period to their own
energies, and to proceed whither he might be enabled to counteract
its future schemes. Accordingly the Marines were withdrawn from
the shore, and distributed amongst their proper ships ; but such was
their reduced state in consequence of this service, that detachments
were also necessarily solicited fiom the General to supply the heavy
casualties which had occurred to them.

After a tedious, fatiguing, and spirited tiain of operation, upon
which I am now precluded from 1emaik, General Banington
effected the conquest of Guadaloupe on the 2d of May, and with
it the neighbouring islands of Marigalante, Deseada, and The Saintes.
Every one conversant in the military obstacles which present in that
inhospitable country, cannot restrain his applause of the dis-
tinguished perseverance of the Commander in Chief, and the
gallant Subordinates during the whole course of their arduous dutics.
It exhibits a powerful example of what may be achieved by the
talents and active spirit of one man; but they are inherent in that
noble family, whose virtues I cannot enhance by any panegyric of mine.

T



388

Wherever we cast an eye the most glorious achievements appear
before us. The conquest of Canada and s Capital, was 8 most
conspicuous event, but it was dearly purchased with the life of one
man whose exalted genius and patriotic soul were fitted to turn the
scale of Empires. The Plains of Abraham will be a lasting memorial
of the superior steadiness and valour of British Soldiers, when led by
courage and ability, The fatigues and services of the navy
thronghout the whole of this campaign were severe and highly
honorable.

This leads me to notice a very ludicrous circumstance that
occurred on the morning of the 13th of September, previous to that
battle which decided the fate of Quebec.—A number of Tars who
had been employed in dragging the cannon to the heights upon
which they were planted, when retuming to their ships, observed
the army drawn up in battle array, instead of continuing their route,
they fell into the ranks with the Soldiers, some having cutlasses,
others sticks, and a few having nothing in their hands. General
Wolfe remarking their zeal, addressed them with that complacency
which was so familiar to him, thanked them for their well meant
spirit, urged them to go on board, and pointed out the probable bad
consequences from their mingling with the soldiery at so critical a
moment. To this request some of them answered, ** God bless your
“ Honour, pray let us stay and see fair play between the English and
““ French.,” The General could not help smiling at these brave but
thoughtless fellows, and again repeated his wish for them to with-
draw. With this seme complied, but ethers swore, immediately on
tarning his back, ‘¢ that the Soldiers should not have all the fighting
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# to themselves, but that they would come in for a share of it some
‘¢ way or other,”

It appears that a number actually continued in the ranks during
the progress of the day, and whenever a Soldier dropped they
adternately put on his acooutrements, charged, and fired with perfect
coolness.

Nothing peculiarly active fell to the lot of the Marines, excepting
an affair of diversion on the 12th of September, with a view to aid
the more material operations of the army.

Upon the evening of that day the Admiral ordered the flat
bottomed boats, below the town, to assemble astern of one of the
frigates, Into these all the Marines which could consistently be
spared, were embdrked, and at the break of day of the 13th stood
over towards the Beaufort shore as if to make a descent, while
the ships of war that cscorted them were ordercd to cannonade
the French lines, This feint obliged the enemy to retain a
greater force at those works, than they would otherwise hdve
done, and it was in some degree instrumental towards the success of
that glorious day.

In the summer of the present year orders were given for each
ship of the line, upon the home station, to take on board a double
complement of Marines, to co-operate in the descents which might
be attempted by the army,

Discomfited in every quarter, the enemy now confined their
designs to domestic preparations, which aimed at a general but
connected invasion of this island, Of these our Cabinet was fully
apprized, and well kanew hew to frustrate them., Admiral De La Clue,

T2
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with a considerable force, having put to sea from Toulon, in order to
effect a junction with their grand armament at Brest, was soon after
nbserved by Admiral Boscawen, and defeated with a loss of five of
his ships, while the remains took shelter in the port of Cadiz, where
they were blocked up by an Englifh squadron. This reverse was
little expected by the French Ministry, who could not conceive that
our encrgies were every where.

The enemy defended themselves with bravery, and they had
set them, by their Chief, a most heroic example. Such as might
have been expected was given by Admiral Boscawen to his
fleet.

Rear Admiral Rodney destroyed a link of that chain of preparation
by the bombardment of Havre de Giace, where a large collection of
boats had been formed, denominated Prames, These were flat
bottomed, were about 100 feet long, 24 broad, and 10 in depth,
each mounted two heavy cannon, had one mast, could sail or row
when most convenient, and was capable of transporting 280 troops,
or neaily 50 cavalry compleat. Our good friends, the Dutch, ever
ready to supply all parties, suffered a heavy loss duiing the blockade
of Havre, in naval and military stores, with which their avarice had
prompted them to supply our purposed invaders.

The honour of ourarms was this year most gallantly supported by
Vice Admiral Pocock, in the East Indies, who was opposed to very
superior forces, but still afforded that general protection to our territory
and our commerce, which must ever constitute the most predominant
objects of our naval efforts. A sharp action was fought, which, as

might have been anticipated, ended in a drawn conflict.
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At this moment of public danger, the protection of our coasts was
confided to Sir Edward Hawke, who shewed himself worthy of the
trust. Taking his station off Brest he detached to every quarter
within his limits, to recomnoitre and to destroy. Captain Harvey
very highly distinguished himself by a train of aetivity upon his post,
which was close to the mouth of that harbour. Some boats, seconded-
by his flying squadron, achieved the capture of several neutral vessels
laden with naval stores, in the Bay of Camaret, which Mons..
Conflans determined to resent. He accordingly employed a very
superior force to gratify his spléen, which, however, did not stagger
Captain Harvey’s resolution, who, on the contrary, advanced to
meet them. In turn he became the pursuer, which ended with the
exchange of some distant shot, and the French ships taking shelter
under their batteries,

The consequences that were averted by this seemingly unim-
portant affair, were great, as the enemy had in view, after driving
this Squadron from its ground, to have proceeded to the Mori)ihan,
another part of the coast of Britanny, where we had a small
blockading force stationed; after destruying which, they were to
return to Brest with the numerous land forces that were then ready
for embarkation, With such material objeets before them, it is a
stigma upon their naval spirit, in not having persevered.

The repeated enterprizes of this vigilant Officer derive a peculiar
merit from the #ime and manaer in which they werc performed.
When the enemy were every where proclaiming their threats, Capt,
Harvey landed bis Marines from the Monmouth, upon the little
island of Molines, and exacted from its inbabitants a small supply
of cattle, stock, and vegetables.
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‘The priest upon this spet stepped forth, as the organ of his flock,
who, he said, were poor. Captain Harvey’s reply was, ‘< that he
‘¢ regretted to distress the wretched ; ‘but what he now did was
 merely to ghew the enemy and all Eurepe, that the French could
“ mof protecy tieir. people within' their own sight, much less ddre
“ the invasion of England!” He -afterwards, in his own barge,
being secomded by some other boats, brought off the temder of
Admiral .Conflans, from a small bay close to the harbour of Brest,
within sight of thejr flest, under a prodigious camnonade of guns
and mortars, and an extensive line of musquetry. This brave man
felt for the dignity of his country, and he maintained it.

The enemy, every where ready to- catch a favourable moment,
only awaited the time when our blockading Fleets should be driven
from their coasts, in order to carry their long-boasted threats into
effect. A heavy gale wpon the 9th of November not only forced
Sir Edward Hawke from 'his station, but brought into Brest Monsieur
Bompart and his Squadron from the West Indies in safety. This
circumstance very much strengthened the ships of Conflans with
prime seamen, who sailed on the 14th, and steered for Quiberon Bay,
with a vicw to annihilate Commodote Duff’s’ detachment, to bring
out his transports with troops, and fimally to attempt the invasion of
our isles. '

But. Sir Edward Hawke anticipating his schemes, also put
to sea ; and notwithstanding that conterding elements, for a while,
opposed his wishes, still, by perseverance, he arrived in time to save
our Flying Squadron, just on the éve:of being captured, and to'give
a death blow to all their mighty hopes.
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‘The victory of the 20th of November must ever stand as one
of the most briliant tpom our naval annals, not so much from the
exterd -of its success in eaptured ships, as the dangerous civcumstances
under which it was achieved, and the happy consequences that were
its immediate results, Our loss wpon this signal occasion was only
fitty killed, and two hundred and forty-cight Seaman and Marines
wounded.

Thbus foiled in every quarter, their commerce eut off by the
conquest of their most valuable colonies, expensive preparations
sacrificed, without the attainmtent of a single object, a partial bank-
ruptcy took place imthe natiomal funds of Framce. At this trying
period, however, the sufferings of its monarch, and of the public,
were alleviated by the substantigl tenders of loyalty and patriotism.
Numerous were the individuals who manfiudly stepped forth to heal
the wounded pride of their Sovereign, and to revive the drooping
cause of their country. It is grateful to record such instances of
public virtue from whatever source they flow.

In the greater part of these events, so productive of glory and
good, the Corps of Marines bore a share, as well as in the many
inferior but distinguished Naval contests that took place in 1759,
During its progress, the Fleet of our enemy acknowledges a
diminution of thirty-flve Ships of the Line and an equal number of
Frigates, There are many names which still survive, and others that
have not long since closed useful and honourable lives, who were at
this petiod familiar to the public ear, by their gallant deeds. To
particularize all, would carry me beyond my limits, and I would not
be partial to survivors alone,
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His Majesty, in consideration of the very signal services rendered
by Admirals Boscawen and Sir Charles Saunders, towards the close of
this year, instituted a new Establishment of Marine Officers, intituled,
¢ General and Lieutenant-General of Marines,” to which soon after
there were added three Colonels, nominated from Post-Captains in
the Royal Navy, who had been conspicuous by their good conduct.

The Gentlemen who first occupied these appointments weze,
Admiral Boscawen, - - General of Marines, - [£2,000
Sir Charles Saunders, K. B.
Sir Piercy Brett, Bart. - - Col. of Portsmouth Division £ 800
Hon. Augustus Keppell, Col. of Plymouth Division £ 800
Lord Viscount Howe - - Col. of Chatham Division £ 800

This establishment has subsequently been enlarged by the

Lieutenant-General - £1,200

attachment of a Major-General, aud in this form it now exists.
Disclaiming every prejudice, I am led to ask how far either policy
or justice can sanction the transmission of such an institution to posterity ?
They were originally the benevolent grants of a grateful Monarch, to
distinguished individuals. As such, indeed, they have continued to
be ; but experience has shewn, that Field Officers are the very life
of discipline, and that if so respectable an addition were unalienated
from the active members of the Corps, this principle would be still
more animated.—/ man who suppresses his feelings upon any occasion
that demands them, is unworthy of the name.—How degrading
is the thought, that the Marine Veteran, who ascends by the rules
of slow gradation, can never reach the summit of his profession !
God forbid that any reform should affect the living. Those
who now enjoy this mark of favor are highly warthy of it, But
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confining such appointments #o the corps would be gratifying to all, for
I am sure that the Naval and Marine Officer are so united in their
interests and their duties, that an accession of consequence, or benefit

to either, would be warmly felt by both,

CHAP. XXIIIL

A Large augmentation to the Marine corps was voted for the year
1760, which amounted to 130 companies, comprizing in all 18,355 ;
being more than one fourth of our naval forces.

Their merits and usefulness became conspicuous by the most
zealous and spirited services, on either element, to which their
mingled duties called them,

It was the happy destiny of Captain Elliot to deliver his country
from the remaining terrors of invasion, kept alive by the adventurous
and enterprizing squadron of Thurot.

After having accomplished every thing within the power of a
mortal, for the good of his Nation, this Commander outlived not his
defeat, but fell gloriously; leaving behind him a name equally
revered for humanity as valour.

The enfeebled state of France, unable to extend support to the

distant members of her Empire, exposed them as easy and alternate

U
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conquests to our successful arms. Although but few naval achieve-
ments occur through this year, still the spirit of our seamen continued
the same, in cvery instance that presented for their efforts.

This era first brought into public and deserved notice, the great
military talents of Colonel, afterwards General Sir Eyre Coote.
To him may be chiefly attributed the recovery of our drooping in-
terests in the East, at one time nearly annihilated by the bold and
vindictive genius of Monsieur Lally.

Soon after the-decisive battle obtained by Colonel Coote over
that General at Wandewash, Admiral Cornish reached Madras with
a rcinforcement of six ships of the line. The French squadron not
appearing on the coast, cnabled our joint forces to prosecute future
schemes of conquest. The first step was the advance of Coloncl
Coote against Waldour, and the united blockade of Pondicherry by
sea and land. Major Monson, the second in command, was destined
to attack Carical, and accordingly embarked on board the squadron
with that view. The forces which he was to head consisted of 300
Marines, to be afterwards joined by a small body of Artillery,
some Europcans, and a considerable number of Seapoys from
Trichinopoly.

Admiral Cornish baving arrived in the road of Carical upon the
28th of March, Major Monson was landed with the Marines and
some native pioneers, at five in the evening, where they halted
during the night, and advanced against the town early on the fol-
lowing morning, which they gained with a trifling loss. Being
annoyed by Fort Dauphin, the enemy were also driven from it into
Fort Louis, by a few fhells,
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Upon the 3d of April all the expected reinforcements arrived,
by which the latter was immediately invested.

Learning on the 5th that the garrison had a prospect of relief,
and having already done considerable damage to the enemy’s works,
the Commandant was summoned to surrender, to which he agreed }
the whole being considered as prisoners of war. The Seamen were
meritoriously active in landing the necessary stores during the
night-time.

By the successive operations of this force, the French were de-
prived of many important possessions, and Mousieur Lally, with an
army, which a little while ago werc the dread of that quarter, be-
came shut up in Pondicherry, at the commencement of May.

These material services having been effeted, the Marines were
reimbarked on board their respective ships, and honoured by the
thanks of him who had led them. In the mean time, Colonel
Coote had carried his object, and had advanced within four miles of
Pondicherry, towards which he threw up redoubts.

Rear-Admiral Stevens having assumed the command of the
British Fleet, proceeded off that place, and at the instance of the
Governor and Council of Madras, as well as of Colonel Coote,
landed the Marines at Cuddalore, upon the 29th of August, in order
to accelerate matters before the setting in of the rains. They in-
mediately joined the Army, and were materially assisting in the
many active and tedious scrvices that ensued.

Major Monson having received a superior commission to that of
Colonel Coote, this respectable Officer, for a while, relinquished

these bustling scenes ; but the former being wounded most severely
U2



1a8

ia @ successful enterprize, which he conducted with great gallantry
against the enemy’s batteries, was in turn coinpelled to resign the
command of the Army. Recent experience had convineed the pub-
lic of the value of him who had been superseded, and the highest
testimony that could have been yielded to an Officer, was recalling
bim to fill the important situation he had held.,

The high-spirited Lally, jealous only of his own honor, but
unfeeling towards the unsurpassed suffeiings of those beneath him,
persevered in defending Pondicherry, while a glimpse of hope
remained. A dreadful disaster to cur'Fleet bad nearly realized his
deliverance ; but the steady seamanship of our Officers, amidst one
of the greatest hurricanes that ever blew, preserved a valuable
semains for the service of their Country, which soon resumed the
ddockade of that important Capital,

It was not until the middle of January of the ensuing year that
it fell, and with its conquest became involved the ruin of the French
East India Company, with all their dependencies on the coast of
Coromandel.

Such were the happy commercial results, as well as territorial
acquisitions, that were obtained by our successful arms; in accom-
plishing which the Corps of Marimes was in some degree instru-
mental.

On a retrospective view, a great share of credit is justly due to
Vice-Admiral Pocock, who, with very inferior numbers, was in
three battles opposed to Mousieur D'Ache ; in every one of which he
supported the honor of the British Flag, while he afforded both a
eountenance and co-operation to the enterprizes of our Ammy,
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The plan of completely conquering the province of Canada was
this year carried into effect; it was well arranged, was executed
with spirit, and exhibited high military talents in Sir Jeffery Amberst,
who commanded in Chief.

Some of our Naval Officers contributed much to the general
success, from their intimate knowledge of the local navigation, and
their active zeal in conducting the necessary and numberless duties
of landing and re-embarking the troops.

The reduced state of the French Marine did not allow of many
opportunities to signalize our Fleet during this year; but whenever
they occurred, our superiority was uniformly conspicuous. From the
protection which it gave to an important branch of our commerce,
the gallant action between the Flamborough and Biddeford, both
20 gun ships, with two heavy French frigates, deserves notice.—
These had been detached on purpose to intercept our outward-bound
for Oporto and Lisbon, which they learnt was under convoy of a
small sloop of war. Fortunately for this valuable Fleet, our ships
got sight of La Malicieuse and L'Opale, of 36 guns each, upon the
morning of the 4th of April, and gave them chace. It was not until
seven in the evening, when observing our vast inferiority, the
enemy seemed willing for the combat. At this hour they closed,
and continued engaging till nine, when a short respite enabled both.
to renew the battle, which continued till midnight.

That intrepid perseverance which so. strongly marks the British
character, and in a comparative sense so peculiarly distinguishes the
British Seaman, at last prevailed, and compelled this very superior
enemy to seek safety im flight; while the disabled state of our



150

little ships, from the heavy metal to which they had been exposed,
precluded the idea of pursuit,

Captain Skinner and the Hon. Lieutenant Knollis, of the Bid-
deford, fell upon this occasion ; but their loss was nobly compensated
by the unremitting good example of Mr. Stacey, the Master, who
succeeded to the command.

Lieutenant Price, of the Marines, was also killed on board the
Flamborough.

The events of this action were of much greater moment than
such as frequently arise from the vindietive conflicts of greater num-
bers, as it preserved a large convoy from falling into the hands of
the enemy, which would have otherwise been its fate, upon the
very day it was fought.

Admiral Rodney was very active with his flying squadron, while
our Grand Fleet, by its vigilance and occasional descents, entirely
cut up the enemy’s commerce, and kept their sca-coasts in a state of
constant alarm, under the successive commands of Admirals Boscawen
and Hawke.

The nation had to deplore the loss of its Sovereign on the
morning of the 25th of October, who died alike beloved and
regretted by every class of his subjects.

Upon the noon of the following day, his present Majesty was
proclaimed King of these Realms, and very eatly afforded the mest
impressive earnests of predeliction for his native Land, its glory,
and its happiness.

The magnanimous benevolence of Englishmen was at this period

highly conspicuous to their distressed fellow-countrymen, who were
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prisoners in France, and whose sufferings from penury and nakedness
were of a kind the most extrcme,

Sympathizing with their distresses, subscriptions were set on
foot, and it was not long ere they were relieved by the most liberal
supplies, ~The public generosity was not confined within the
pale of its own kindred, but was stretched forth even towards
our captive foes, whose wants were most imperious, but from which
their nation was unable to deliver them.

When we reflect upon such noble acts of fellow-feeling, the
man who is insensible to the reciprocal duties of fidelity and
gratitude, deserves not the virtuous title of a Briton. The world
also must cease to wonder at the many signal instances of Divine
interposition in favor of this little island, when it considers that
Providence is thus vindicating his owu ways, in behalf of a people,
who are uniformly guided by the sacred precepts, and godlike ini-

pulse, *¢ of forgiving, and doing good to their enemies.”
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CHAP. XXIV.

EIGHTEEN thousand three hundred and ffty-five Marines were
again voted as the establishment for 1761,

A secret expedition was prepared early in this year, which was
committed to the joint conduct of .Major-General Hodgson and
Commodore Keppell, and was subsequently directed against the
island of Belleisle. )

Eleven battalions of Foot, four troops of the 16th Light
Dragoons, under Lieutenant-Colonel Burgoyne, a detachment of the
Royal Artillery, and a corps of 1000 Marines formed into two
battalions, commanded by Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel John Mac-
kenzie, amounting nearly to 10,000 men, composed the strength of
the Army upon this service. The whole were escorted and spi-
ritedly seconded by ten ships of the line, eight frigates, three
bomb ketches, and two fire ships; which set sail upon the 29th of
March from St. Helens, but did not gain sight of their wished for
object until the 6th of April, This force was afterwards aug-
mented by troops and men of war,

In addition to the natural strength of this island, no means of
defence had been neglected by the enemy, who, aware of the attack,
had constructed works, and placed guns on every spot, that afforded
a possibility of descent.
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Upon the 7th the Fleet stood along the South end of Belleisle,
with a view to reconnoitre its strength, and to ascertain a proper
quarter for debarkation. Coming to anchor in the road of Palais
on the noon of that day, the principal Officers of both services,
accompanied by some of the Engineers, procecded to the Northwaid,
in order to finish their observations upon the general state of the
coast. 'The final result convinced all, that great obstacles were to
he surmounted every where, and that the sacrificc of many lives
was unavoidable in attaining the first object of their views,

After maturc deliberation,s it was resolved to effect a landing
carly in the morning of the 8th of April, for which purpose the
flat-bottomed boats were hoisted out, and the troops placed in them
ready to advance towards Port Andro, on a signal being made.
They were preceded by his Majesty’s ships Dragon and Achilles,
commanded by the Hon. Captains Harvey and Barrington, whose
orders were Lo silence the battery, which protected the entrance into
this Bay. Thesc gallant Officers soon accomplished the duty, and
intimated that no opposition to the landing of our forces was to be
dreaded from that point of detence.

The boats having proceeded under the immediate superintendance
of Commodorc Keppel, who had shifted his pennant from the
Valiant into the Prince of Orange, were then ordered to row towurds
the shore, arranged in three divisions, under the direction of Captain
Barton, of the Royal Navy. Notwithstanding a prodigious fire of
musquetry, our brave Soldiers made good their landing, and evinced
a series of valour that must have conquered any thing within the

power of man.
X
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The French were intrenched to the chin on a steep hill, the
base of which they had cut into a perpendicular form, which
prevented our gallant fellows from ascending their works without
scaling ladders, of which there were unfortunately none. After a
heavy loss, and a contest which did them honor, a retreat became
the only alternative,

On this trying occasion, the distinguished courage and coolness
of Generals Crawford and Carleton, were very highly conspicuous;
the latter was wounded.

One boat landed sixty of Erskine’s Grenadiers, under Captain
Osborne, who were unobserved by the rest of our force, and not
being supported, fell victims, excepting twenty, to very superior
numbers, after the most noble resistance. Their brave leader was
classed among the unfortunate. The fire from the ships was opened to
cover the return of our troops, who sustained a loss of nearly 500 men.

A diversion was carrying on in another quarter during these
operations, in order to aid them, by attracting the enemy’s force
from the real object of attack, towards Saucon. This was composed
of the 96th and 97th Regiments, and the Marines; but nothing
could avert the disaster.

A dreadful gale coming on after the return of the boats,
occasioned the loss of many of them, which was felt extremely;
and the transports were also very considerably damaged. After
it ceased, the attention of the whole Fleet was turned to repair
these accidents.

Having obtained some reinforcements, and after a second very

minute review of the island, it was determined to make another
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descent at Fort D’Arsic, te be supported by two separate attacks,
in order to distract the enemy, near St. Foy, and at Saucon.

The last, which was intended merely as a feint, was composed
of the four troops of Light Dragoons under Lieutenant-Colonel
Burgoyne ; which being distributed amongst a number of transports,
and escorted by a large Naval Force, appeared the most formidable
of the whole. Ships of war were allotted to co-operate with the
other two, headed by Major-General Crawford and Brigadier
Lambert, in covering their debarkation and silencing the different
batteries.

Early on the morning of the 22d of April, the men of war
having accomplished this latter object, the troops were ordered by
signal to advance, in two divisions, in clese order, tili abreast of
their respective points of attack.

The enemy, suspecting that the principal impression would be
directed against Fort D’Arsic, overlooked the defence of these
stupendous rocks, which offered natural obstacles, sufficient to deter
the most daring invader.

Brigadier Lambert’s division, to which the Marines under Colonel
Mackenzie were attached, approached under this high coast, when
it appeared to this gallant Officer, that a fit opportunity for enter-
prize presented itself. He accordingly moved onwards unperceived,
and with a rapid resolution, Captain Paterson, at the head of the
Grenadiers of the 19th Regiment, quickly supported by Captain
Murray, with a company of Marines, landed and climbed the rocks,
Soon afterwards other tro.ops followed their intrepid example, when
having reached the summit, the wholc formed upon it. The

X2
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French were amazed at the attempt, but pushed on a veteran Corps-
of 300 men to atone for their want of precaution,

Contiguous to the ground occupied by our troops, there was a
wall, which suggested itself as an eligible post of defence. This
enabled our inadequate numbers to oppose the enemy, until they were
farther reinforced by Brigadier Lambert, at the head of the Grenadiers
of the 30th, and the rest of the Marines under Coloncl Mackenzie,
The tables were now turned, when the Regiment of Bigorre was
beat back to the rising ground from which it had advanced.

Captain Sir Thomas Stanhope, whose duty it was to co-operate
with this brigade, had watched these spirited efforts with an anxious
zeal. He instantly manned and armed all the boats of his squadron,
which rowed ashore as a farther support, while the force that had
proceeded against Fort D’Arsic, observing this unexpected success,
also pushed on to unite with Brigadier Lambert. Thus strengthened,
that active Officer allowed no interval, but moved against the
enemy upon the hill, whom he drove to their main body, taking
their field-pieces, and some prisoners,

Captain Paterson, of Beauclerck’s regiment, Colonel Mackenzie
and Captain Murray of the Marines, were wounded ; all of whom
were much distinguished during the whole course of this short,
but sharp scrvice, which did not exceed the space of two hours.
About five in the evening the debarkation was completed, the
Army was pushed upwards of three miles into the country, and
took post upon an eminence through the nigh‘t.

The enemy, during the day, had withdrawn all their detach-

ments from their extensive batteries on the coast, blown up their
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magazines, and united all their forces under the commana or
General de St. Croix.

On the morning of the 23d, the British Army was in motion
against the town and citadel of Palais, while that of the French
occasionally seeming dctermined to dispute our progress, at last
retited without a conflict, into that strong fortress, and its dependant
works.

Some days of boisterous weather prevented the landing of our
battering cannon and other necessary stores, that were essential for
commencing operations against Palais, of which General St. Croix
availed himself, by constructing six different redoubts; all of which
were to be carried before breaking ground in front of the town
and citadel.

The English Commander also profited himself of this interval,
by dispersing assurances of protection to the laws, religion, and
property of the natives, who should submit themselves ; which were
not without their effect. A short time, however, enabled General
Hodgson to employ more convincing arguments, by opening his
batteries upon the 2d of May., The brave St. Croix answer to
a summons was, that he would defend Lis charge to the last
extremity,

The enemy attempted a sortie on the night of the 3d agaiust
our most advanced works, which they carried, killing a n-umber
of our troops, and making General Crawford and both his Aids-
de-Camp prisoners,  Following up this success, they advanced
against the trenches, when a sharp action commenced that remained

doubtful, until a party of Marines, under Captain Hepburn, arrived,
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who charged the enemy, and forced thent to rerire with considerable
loss.

In order to facilitate our approaches, the Engineers pronounced
that it was absolutely necessary to carry one of the intervening
redoubts. Accordingly a detachment of 200 men composed of a part
of Loudon’s regiment, and Marines, under Captain Carruthers, of
the latter corps, were warned, upon the evening of the 12th, for this
duty. A heavy fire, of shot and shells, was kept up during the
night upon that object, with a view to make some breach, and to
harass the enemy. Soon after the dawn of day, those assailants
advanced against the works with fixed bayonets, when, after a very
spirited contest, they soon carried the redoubt, and maintained it.
Captain Carruthers, with a ready promptitude, observing the panic
amongst the French, did mot permit it to subside, but instantly
pushed on against two others, which were successively evacuated
by their defenders, who retreated with precipitation into the Citadel,
‘This party becoming reinforced by 370 of the 69th Regiment, under
Major Nesbit, achieved the conquest of the whole of the French
Redoubts, and with an impetuous persevering ardor entered the town
of Palais, pell mell, with the flying enemy.

The gallantry exhibited by all who fought on this memorable day,
very justly immortalized the military fame of every individual, which
extended its honorable influence to those corps at large, from whoin
they were detached.

Very distinguished encomiums were bestowed by the enemy upon
‘“ Les Petites Grenadiers;” a title derived from the caps worn by the

Marine Soldiers.
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Thus was every obstacle removed, which prevented the close
investment of the Citadel of Palais; a fortress that had been planned
and raised under the superintending genius of the celebrated Vauban,

During this period the fleet rendered very material services, by
their stopping supplies from the Continent; and their vigilance
during the subsequent continuance of the siege was highly
meritorious.

The conduct of the French Commander reflected honour upon
himself and the French arms. From the 16th of May until the 7th of
June he persevered in maintaining his post against an unceasing fire
from 41 heavy cannon, 50 mortars and howitzers, besides field pieces,
which, in many places, ruined the works, killed numbers, and from
which there was no safe retreat but within the casemates,

This interval afforded the display of many instances of bold
intrepidity, amongst the individuals of the line and of my corps, from
the many sallies which were attempted by the active St. Croix,
during the course of it. One of these being aimed against a post
occupied by Captain Wright, of Marines, baving under him three
Companies of his Corps, which was of peculiar importance, this brave
Officer, notwithstanding orders were given to retreat from it, assumed
a personal responsibility, and, well knowing its consequence in the
future operations of the Ammy, determined to maintain it. He
repulsed the enemy, and received the flattering sanction of Brigadier
General Howe, who, in the eourse of duty, afterwards visited it,
for his very_resolute conduct.

Another conspicuous instanee of this kind occurred in Lieutenant

Lachlan Cuthbert, of the Army, who evinced the greatest personal
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courage, and though abandoned by his men, pointed and fired the
guns of a battery at which he commanded. Being soon supported,
the enemy were forced to retire with loss.

After an incessant cannonade, which had effected a large breach
sufficiently pr:;cticable to encourage a storm, preparations for it were
accordingly made ; observing which, General St. Croix proposed to
capitulate, after a loss of 922 men within the walls of the Citadel,
upon the 7th of June.

In consequence of their gallant defence, honorable terms were
granted to the garrison, which was immediately shipped for France.

During the whole of this service, so highly creditable to our
Army, and to the corps of Marines, we have to recount 34 Officers,
30 Serjeants, 8 Drummers, and 710 Rank and File killed and
wounded. ’

General Howe was amongst the latter, as well as Brigadier
Carleton, already mentioned.

Much unanimity between the naval and land forces prevailed, and
the nation had to look with equal gratitude, to both, for the happy issue.

Major General Crawford being appointed Governor, and every
thing arranged, the troops that could be spared were afterwards
embarked for more distant duties.

The following orders were given out by the Commander in Chief
to the Army, sometime after the complete surrender of Belleisle:
‘ General Hodgson has the greatest pleasure to acquaint the Officers
“ and Soldiers under his command, with his Majesty’s satisfaction

‘“ in the spirit, patience, and chearfulness with which they have
“ sustained the fatigues of this siege.”
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Commodore Keppel in his public letter to the Right Honorable
M. Pitt, says, respecting the corps of Maiines, ¢ Major General
¢« Hodgson by his constant approbation of the battalion of Marines
“ landed from the ships, and put under bis command, gives me the,
¢ pleasing satisfaction of acquainting you of it, that his Majesty may
* be informed of the goodness and spirited behaviour of that corps,”

During the summer of this year, the Fleet and Army, under §i
James Douglas, and Lord Rollo, reduced the island of Dominica,
which had maintained the assumed name of neutral, but had evinced
thc most marked partiality for France ; after a conference between
these joint Commanders, and the principal Natives, who at fust
appeared much inclined to capitulate, the islanders, urged on by the
artifices of Mons. Longpric, the Governor, seemed resolved to defend
themselves.

The ships soon moved close to the land, and, after a heavy.
cannonade, silenced all the batteries, when the troops were pushed
ashore.

A successful and uninterrupted train of attack continued through
the whole day of the 6th of June, with but little loss on our part,.
in which Lieutenant Colonel Melville, who led the grenadieis of the
Army, was much distinguished for promptitude and spurit. The
capture of the entire island, upon the 7th, was the effect of such
active energies.

Nothing farther was achieved during this year, that falls properly
under my review, in the light of conquests.

Numerous were the gallant single actions that were fought at
sea. One of the most prominent for daring spirit, and steady

Y
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perseverance occurred upon the 23d of January, between the Minerva,
commanded by Captain Alexander Hood, (now Lord Bridport), of
32 guns, and the Warwick, formerly a British ship of 60, but with
only $4 mounted.

Military exploits often derive their chief merit from the bold ideas
in which they originate. Such an application may well be advanced
on the present occasion, for the immense superiority of the enemy,
must have been early apparent to a seaman’s eye. Captain Hood
was not intimidated at the view of a two decker, but continued the
chace, until he got close alongside. The Frenchman soon sustained
damage, which was succeeded by a much greater on the part of the
Minerva, in the serious loss of her bowsprit and foremast. These
being quickly cleared away, this zealous Officer moved once more
against the Warwick, and towards the close of day rcnewed the
combat. His brave exertions were crowned with success and with
honor; a share of which his modest recital, diffused amongst his
Officers, his Seamen, and Marines.

Another instance endeared to their Country, Captains Faulkener
and Logie, by a well fought engagement, which terminated in the
capture of the Courageux of 74 guns. The Bellona and Brilliant put-
ting into Lisbon to land the wounded, and to discharge their prisoners,
these unfortunate men applied to the Consul of France for relief, but
he would grant them none. The occasion called forth British
humanity, and they were relieved by those whe had conquered them.

It would not have been so with the Seamen of England, who
kindly anticipates, and provides for the wants of these her valuable
sexvants, in every port, andin every clime,
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Our Commerce was also well protected, when we consider its
vast extent in every quarter of the g lobe.

This year carried within it a happy event, by the espousal of our
beloved Monarch to our most gracious Queen. It has fixed a long
train of succession to his throne, in a numerous and amiable family,
who yield to none of his Majesty’s subjects in patriotism, and high
talents for the mingled duties of the Cabinet, the Ocean, and the
Camp.

France had shewn, apparently, a cordial wish for peace, but it
appeared principally from a motive to distract our Councils, and to
involve their Spanish Allies in the sad calamities of war. Inboth she
succeeded, for the Country lost one of her most faithful and zealous
servants in the Right Honourable Mr. Pitt, who resigned all his
employments, and early in the following year we had to combat an
additional foe,

At the close of 1761 the Field Officers upon the Marine
Establishment were Lieutenant Colonels Theo. Drury, Richard
Bendyshe, James Burleigh ; Majors, Hector Boisrond, John Mackenzie,
John Pincell Kempe, Samuel Boucher, Edward Rycaut, John Tufton
Mason, There were also Majors by Brevet, John Campbell, Claud
Hamilton, John Bell, Thomas Weightwick, Arthur Tooker Collins.
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I

CHAP. XXV,

ON the 4th day of January, 1762, War was declared against
Spain, which was reciprocal on the part of that Power on the 18th,
and realized the acute forebodings of Mr, Pitt.

A treaty framed for consolidating the interests and ambitious views
of the House of Bourbon, and evidently levelled against the existence
of our Empire, accelerated this event. So accustomed had the Nation
been to victory, however, that it beheld this mighty Family Compact
without dismay.

The public energies kept pace with the imperious occasion, and
70,000 Seamen, including 19,061 Marines, comprized in 135
.companies, formed the naval establishment of the ycar.

A plan for the reduction of Martinico, digested by the late
Minister, was now carried into cffet by the forces from North
America, who had finished a successful carcer upon that Continent,
by four battalions drawn from Belleisle, with strong detachments of
Seamen and Marines from the Fleet.

Sixtecn sail of the line, and many ships of an inferior rate,
composed the escort which set sail from Barbadoes on the 5th of
January, and anchored in St. Anne’s Bay on the 8th. The batteries
lLere were soon silenced by the ships, when Rear-Admiral Rodney

detached a squadron, with two brigades, to the Bay of Petite Ance,
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having orders to debark and take post there, under the direction of
Generals Haviland and Grant.; they were afterwards reinforced by
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, with a Corps of Light Infantry.

Captain Harvey, in the Dragon, proceeded against the Grande
Ance, landed a few Seamen and all his Marines, who, by a com-
bined attack, cartied the battery, and occupied it, till relicved by a
body of 800 men, under Lieutenant-Colonel Melville.

After destroying the works in St. Anne’s Bay, the Admiral and
General Monckton, seeing the difficulties of extending their operations
from that quarter, followed to leeward, and reconnoitring the coast,
resolved upon landing the whole forces between Point Negro and
the Cas de Pilote. A squadron having cannonaded the line of
batteries, secured this object, when the Army was disembarked upon
the evening and morning of the 16th and 17th of January.

Nine hundred Marines, formed into two battalions, were united
with the troops attached to the Brigade of General Rufane, and had
an active share in the subsequent duties allotted to all,

The whole encamped on the heights above the Case de Navires,
from which the Gencral employed detachments to throw up such
works as were necessary for covering the passage of the troops over
some intervening gullies, between them and the cnemy on Morne
‘Tartenson.

The disposition of attack being made, Brigadier Grant began it
with the French advanced posts, at dawn on the morning of the
24th, ‘while Brigadier Rufane advanced against their redoubts along
the sea coast upon the, right, seconded by 1000 Seamen in flat-
bottomed boats, keeping pace with it.
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Loid Rello’s Brigade supported the Grenadiers, and General
Walsh with his, the Corps of Light Infantry, under Colonel Scott,
who was ordered to make a cireuit; with a view to flank or get
behind the enemy. This essentially contributed to the success of
the day, as that body gained their left, and continued to incommode
it, while the Grenadiers were catrying every thing before them.

Brigadier Rufane performed his part with rapid and impetuous
success, being aided most spiritedly by the Seamen.

The final result of the day was gaining Morne Tartenson,
other subordinate wotks haviag mamy cannon, and driving the
fugitive enemy acress a deep ravine, into the town of Fort Royal
and Morne Garnier. '

General Haviland, with his Brigade, and two Battlions of a
Highlanders, with a few Light Infantry, under Major Leland, were
directed to effect a passage over this gully, considerably to the left,
and cut off a detached force of the French from their main body.
Insurmountable difficulties, however, prevented this well-designed
combination ; but they did not check their reaching in time to
support the Light Infantry, under Colonel Scott, in a very
important post which they had gained opposite to Morne Garmier;
while an upper plantation of consequence was occupied by Walsh’s
brigade, and the Grenadiers. The space between these two was
filled by the Marines. _

Batteries were opened on the 25th against the Citadel. of Fort
Royal, which being much annoyed by the guns from Mome Garnier,
it was judged expedient to attack it on the left, where the Light
Infantry and Haviland’s brigade were..: Here ‘cannon were opetred
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against it, in order to harass the enemy, and to emsure the future
passage of the ravine.

An attempt of the French on the evening of the 27th, signalized
this British outpost, which drove them back, not only across the gully,
but followed them and gained possession of their batteries, where
they established themselves ; having been gallantly seconded by the
brigades of Walsh and Grant. Before nine at night the enemy had
abandoned this strong ground, and so precipitate was their retreat,
that they left behind them some serviceable ordnance and ammu-
nition, which were felt by the*Citadel early next morning,

General Monckton, finding his batteries on Morne Tartenson
at too great a distance to produce material effect, resolved to push
on to Morne Capuchin, little more than 400 yards from the Citadel.
Observing this meditated essay, the enemy beat the chamade on
the evening of the 3d of February, and terms were signed on the 4th.

The testimonies of the Commanders in Chief to the respective
Corps were strong and animated. As usual, the services of the
Seamen were arduous in transporting cannon, and fearless amidst
dangers.

Monsieur De La Touche, the Governer General, who had
fallen back upon St. Pierre, with an intent of holding out, svon after
surrendered, and the extensive dependencies of that valuable island,
very early availed themselves of the benign and faithful tenders of
British proection.

The final consent of La Touche was much hastened by the
detaching Captain Harvey, in the Dragon, to the harbour of La
Tuinité, whese he landed some Seamen and his Marines, who
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maintained their grousd, and.-eonvinced the enemy how unavailing
would be their farther obstinacy.

This conquest, which added so- much to the lustre of our arms,
was obtained at' the expence-of 7 Officers, 3 Serjeants, and 86 rank
and file killed, and 39 Ofhcers, 20 Sex:jeants, and 337 rank and
file wounded.

The encmy experienced a loss of nearly 1000 men. -

St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Grenada, fell soon after, under
our dominion, and added to the commercial wealth of the
Nation.

Solid were the results that accrued from the repeated triumphs
of our Fleets and Armies, during this active year. The Revenue
was improved, while the individual became enriched by the con-
quered territory, and the spoils of our enemies.

The rupture with Spain suggested immediate enterprize against
her distant and wealthy Colonies. In this plan, no little or inferior
views controuled our Councils, which boldly dirccted our force at
once, against the vitals, and the strong hold of her South American
Empire.

Lord Anson having submitted his ideas upon the accomplishment
of this great object, they were readily embraced upon the present
occasion, and adopted throughout.

The Fleet and Army which were destined to execute these
designs, were committed to Admiral Pococke, and the Earl of
Albemarle, who sailed frem Portsmouth on’ the sth'day ‘of March.
They took only a small force from- England, as they ‘weré to
be-joined by those troops whehad schigved the conquest vf e
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French Caribbee Islands, to be reinforced by auxiliaries from Jamaica
and North America ; which, with the Marines of the Fleet that
were -subscquently landed, constituted an Army little short of
15,000 men.

Admiral Pococke reached Martinique on the 26th of April,
where every thing was arranged, fascines made, the troops brigaded,
and 500 Negroes collected to perforn the rough parts of these
laborious duties that were before them.

On the 6th of May the whole put tosea, and, on their passage to
leeward, were successively joined by the squadrons under Captain
Harvey and Sir James Douglas.

It was now that the superior talents and solicitous zeal of
Admiral Pococke appeared conspicuous. From the very advanced
season of the year no time could be sacrificed in fulfilling his
instructions, as dilatory measures might have proved ruinous, from
the setting in of the rains. Two alternatives were before him—a
tedious and circuitous navigation round the Island of Cuba, or a
dangerous passage through the Old Straits of Bahama, hitherto
avoided by single ships, and at no period of the world explored
by so large a Fleet. The latter he chose, and it was crowned
with success.

On the 6th of June the Admiral brought to about five leagues
to the Eastward of the Havannah, to issue instructions ; when having
confided the superintendance of disembarking the troops to Com-
modore Keppel, he bore away for the mouth of the harbour,

The'Marines were ordered into the boats early on the morning

of the 7th, as a feint, while the whole Army, under the Earl of
rA



