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carried into Portsmouth. The Order of the Bath was the w ell-conned 

laurel of this victory to the Commander, ~l!ld the legislative thanks 

of a grateful country were rendered to th(· subordinate Officers, 

Seamen, and Marines of the Squadron. 

\Vhile victory thus crowned the British Flag, it.s Commerce also 

continued protected by the ~amc guardian C:l f C. A few short months 

accomplished the conquest of the flower of the French Navy. the 

consequences of which were soon felt in tlw security of our trade 

a nd th~ incr,':-!·\(' of pHhl k n erii t. Thosl~ of the ('nemy Wl'r~! both 

fast 0 11 the decline , and a general despondency prcvail"d throughout 

their country, from which all their boa~tcd victories upon the Con

tinent could not revive the nation. 

Towards the close of this ycar, Rear Admiral Boscawell s.l ilcd 

f()r t he EJst Indies w ith a powerful squadron. llav ill t; ncad y 

two thousanrl troops on board, in ord""r to reinforce om ~hip ... 11H' 11 

inferior to the enemy upon that station, and to retricve ollr ::J.fiil ir .... ill 

that quarter of the globc. All our cxeltion3 during til is {'ra W("!'t" 

employed on our pT()pcr clement, in w hich the Marin(:s bo J'(~ a !!km!, 

:::" IHI they len.vc not to me a single d t.:tached incident for record. 

In the carly part of this year, h is Majesty clircctrd that thl" sev l'J.d 

Regiments of Marint;o; whiclJ were then existing. or might aftcrwardb 

be raised, should for the future obey such orders as they, fi"(nn time lu 

time, might receive from the Lords Commissicmers of t he Admiralty, 

from which period our present Constitution may, in some degree , b. 

dated. 
p 
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CHAP. XVII. 

1"'HE distresses of France had now reached thei:' height in the 

tl('~tl uction of her -navy, ancl the annihilution of her commerce. Spain 

also. cut c.ff from her fC<"OUlns by the vigilance of out fleets, was 

cQU:llly POOl, and her subjects still more wn:lchcd ; while Britain, 

now dirc('{eJ by unanimity and wisdom. seemed as if invigorated by 

the struggle. 

Cr('at must have bccn the sufferings of his people, wllen LOlli! XV. 

condescended to (':\prcc;s his ardent wish for the TclUln of peace to 

an individual who was tiH'n his prisoner. That Sovereign ingenuously 

avowed to Sir John Ligonier the pressures which had induced him to 

urge the topic; and it was a hint too interesting for humanity to pass 

unnoticed. Accordin!?;ly. a Congrcs~ wa~ ~oon oftN held ot Aix-Ja

ChapclIc, in order to arrange the tt'f1ns of negotiation. The prosP(·t t 

IJOwevcr, did not reiJx our efforts, which were still greatcr than 

t,'\l:r. 

Eh'vcn thousand five hundred and fifty Marines were the estab

lishment of ! 7-1-8. 

Admiral Boscawen, wllO had sailed from England in November 

of the 1115t year f got sight 'Of the Mauritius upon the 23d day of June. 

His orders were to make an attack upon it, but this object was 

subordinate to the conquest of Pondicherry, .:hich was the chief 
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view Qf the expedition. The enemy had long been awart' of his 

destination, and were well prepared to rccl'ivc him. 

reconnoitred the C033t, and sounded where a prob::lbility appeared of 

cflcding a disembarkation, it W::lS at last nscl'rl;)iul'd, lktt tbe powerful 

means of defence which presented every wht' n~. ami th{' d;}llt:;crs of 

appro::rching the land in tll::lny places. m u4 ncccs!-.rlrily involve a 

great sacrifice of men, and render success C\'t'H ultimatdy doubtrul. 

The coming on of the aUIUl1JllallllOll soOlJs 11:111 a1 ,,0 an influellce ill the 

decision of a Council, which was to rdillqu i~ h this alll' lllpl, :l[ld to 

proceed without deby for the Coast of C ornm:lUdd. tll(: enjoined 

scene of operations. 

Upon the 27th of June, the Adnliral bid adieu to the island, ami 

arrived at Fort St. David on the ~ 9th of July. Hefe the tft)Op~ wen! 

landed and en<"illnpcd, with all the IH,! (,cS'inry stores. At no period 

could tbe Nation ever boast of a more z(,3ioll'i or faithful 5('1"\';lIIt tL;\1I 

Admiral Hoscuwt'll. It was now bUl ~ !>ilorl inter v: .. d ('I"'.' b(~ }" -

cecde<i to carry his instructions iut(l cHI'ct, und('f hi:. O\\'ll ::w "; ' '('" , 

having entrusted the Fleet to Captain Lisle, ihc IW \t in CP1 ,J! ::1Ild. 

who had orders to co-operate to t hf' 111 1IJ(l~, 1. 

Previous to the df'partlHc of Vice Admiral GriHill , wi th futtr ~hjj " 

intended for EUl'opc, thc Marincs wcr,~ drafted fron. tl l("!;l, .Ind .ltid·· i 

to the battalion, whic.:h upon thi::; scrvice c()fJ<;j~kd of ,·igh l l:l1l:dlt',1 

and eighty rank and file. The whole,amoullt ing 10 lout tholt·.Jlld 

one hundred and twenty British and COllntry tr\lups, to be .Jll rW;lf(! ' 

reinforced by two thousand native <lu:-..iliaril's. and Oll~' thf,W:~j .\ : (Ji, ' -

1'2 
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hundred saUors, trained. tv small arms, were to form the besieging 

arlllY. The bath:rillg cannon, mortars, and every implement were 

conveyed by the squadron within two miles of the lown, wllilc the 

lund (urn''> began tlu:ir march toward ~; Pondichcrry. 011 the 8th of 

A ugust, about thirty miles distant. They were unintcrrupteu till the 

11th, when a shew of opposition was made by an intrenched force 

of the enenlY on tbe banks of a river. These gave way, however , 

upon the :'HkJ Il CC of a dct:.lclllncnt to attack them. On the other 

~jdc stooJ tile fort of AliJ.n-Coupan, which it was essential to carry 

pH'vious to opening the siege. A· force of seven hundred. men . 

composed of gre nadiers, and the piquets of the Army were deemed 

~!dcquatt· to t bis a~lcnlpt by the Engineers who r~connoitr('d the 

w orks. III this serv ice they had bt!cn unhappily deceived, flOm 

the peculiarity of the ground in frout of the fort, the rt'al strcllgth 

of which was hid from their vicw. 

Unprepared for the ass3ull, our brave men, when too late, found 

its formid able slale, but with a persevering though an unfortunate 

spiril, they continued an attack which :Ifforded DO hope of success. 

The enemy now galling them extremely by flanking fires from tW(J 

batteries on tht opposite side of the river, a retreat was made after 

the loss of 150 rntn killed and wounded, and amongst them some 

of our best officers. The fall of Major Goodere of tht" Artillery, 

upon this occasion, was peculiarly lamented, and from his high 

professional talents, was considered as an event inauspicious to the 

future operations of tlle army. 
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The datachmen1 being repulsed, retired towards the sea, in 

order to preserve a communication with the ships, and thus to dis

embark the cannon :10<1 stores. Here they slept ull nigllt upon their 

arms, and on the following day, the 13th of August, were joined . 
by the army. In the afternoon the 1100 Seamen were landed under 

Captain Lloyd. 

It was now determined to carry 011 approaches in regular form. 

Upon the 17th a battery of four guns was opcned. hut being 

iujudiciously pbccd it produecd no effect. The Artillery Officers 

having volunteered t f) construct .mother, it began on the followmg 

morning with such success. that a de-speratc attcmpt was made by 

the enemy to destroy it. This at first succeeded, but ollr men SOOil 

rallying from a temporary panic. the French were beat back aBd their 

Commanding Officer taken plisoner. Major Lawrence, however, 

and some officers seoming to participate in the early terror which 

seized the troops, became captives. 

Upon the 20th some gunpowder taking hre within the Fort, the 

principal Battery blew up, by which explosion upwards of 100 of the 

enemy perished. They then I by putting matches to the different 

mines, demolished all the fortifications, and the remains retreaterl to 

Pondichcrry. 

The ruins were soon occupied by aUf troops, who were employed 

until the 25th in rendering this post tenable. They afterw:trds 

crossed the river of Arian-CoupaD, and got possession of a strong 
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situation within r1 mile of the place, without a shew of contest. Thl!> 

being tn the IWllh west of the town, a communic:ltion was from 

thence maintained with the ships to the northward of it, :md all tllc 

implements necessary for the siege were now landed. 

Early \n the morning of the 1St of September the Advanced Guard 

of 100 men, cOIl~isling principally of Marines, was attackl'd by very 

superior fOlCCS, which were headed by MOilS. Portalh, thc prindpal 

Engineer of the enemy; who was mortally wounded, besides four 

other Officers, al1(\ the whole were reflUlsed with :lloss of upwards (' ~' 

1:l0 soldiers. 

Upon this occasion a Woman fought in tile Marine R:1llks of the 

name of Hannah Snell, a native of Worcester, who, after many 

chequcred destinies, illlistcd at Portsmouth in Colonel Frazcr·s 

r~gim~nt, from whence she was embarked with a detachment on 

board the Swallow sloop, one of Admiral Boscawen's squadron. In 

this affidr she behaved with distinguished courage, having fired 37 

rounds, and received a ball ill the groin, which, two Jays afterwards, 

she herself extracted, and likewise dressed the wound. Eleven 

others in both legs, but of inferior consequence also, rendered her 

removal to the Hospitn.l, at Cuddutore, absolutely necessary, wlH'rc 

she continlled three nJ<..nths. 

When rec.)vered she was ordered on board the Eltham frigate, 

In which she continued till that ship returned h()tne and was paid 

off. After receiving her discharge from the Marine Service, in 
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company with m~ny of her compamons, she set out for London. 

The time arrived wb(!l) they were to bid each othrr along arlit>1I ; 

this moment she chose to cliscovl'[ h{,f sex, 111 order to :ltl("~l the 

tnJlh of her adventures. Olle of her friends kudefed his h:mcl. 

which was declined. She afterwards wore the MJlinc Drc<..s . and 

ba\·jng presented a Pl'litiol1 tu his Royal Highness 11H' Duke of 
Cumberland, he, wilh a plincely spirit, attended to hn pr.:')l·r, 

and placed ht'1' on th(' King's list for a pension of tllirty pOllnds ~l year 

for li fe. This she enjoyed until a few years ago, when, after a 

long rcsidt' lllC at \\'aI50111, in 9taffonlshirc, her days were closed. 

It was not until the 25th of September that thc batteries were 

complcated, when they began to play. Owing to a general ignoranc(, 

of tbe plan of Pondicherry, our first attack was directed agaill:'! its 

~trollgest quarter, and after different appruaclws, it was diSCOV('ITd 

that a deep and intervening morass prevented th('ir bt:ing carril'd withih 

:l distance ncar enoltgh to produce t'ffcct. ~otwith~tandillg a COIll

bined cannonade on the part of the <;quaclron, against tilt' town, il 

was found that the enemy's fire rather gained an a<;lTnciclI(,y, Sick~ 

ness becoming prevalent, from the fatigu('s t:nclun.:d by liI(' troop", often 

up to the middle in water; the [;lillY seasoll bl"illg daily expected, 

which would inundate the country and (:ut ufl' tl leir retreat to FOIL 

St. DavjJ's, and the army rapidly (Jimini&hing in its lIumb('rs, 

afforded strong grounds for immediately abandoning tlH.! si(;gl'. A 

Council of \Var, beld on the 30th of September, determined 

upon this measure, after which period the only objects to be 

accomplished were reimbarking tlle men and stores, and setting 
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and the whole were in motion upon the morning of the 6th. 

They had happily chosen the critical moment for retrce.t, at the rains 

which fell upon the same evening, had n('arly rendered the rivers 

impassible; however they rc:tC'hed Fort St. David's upon the evening 

of the 7th, after having demolished the Fort of Arian-Coupan on 

their way. 

The want of Engineers was bitterly felt throughout the whole, 

and though it was in many instances amply compensated by the 

handsome and voluntary tenders of service, from the Officers of the 

Corps of Royal Artillery, still these were of too subordinate a nature 

to remedy the errors committed in the leading plan of operations. 

We had also to combat a garrison nearly equal to our own army, 

which was but little aided by the Native Auxiliaries, whose chief 

use lay in gU:l!ding the skirts of our Camp from surprizC', or harassing 

partit!s; for they would never defend any post without being snpportl'rl 

by European troops. 

This disaster involved a loss of 1065 Whites of evl'l'y description, 

while that oftht: enemy did not exceed 500. 

In the West Indies an attack was again intended against St. Jago. 

in Cuba, by some land forces embarked at Jamaica and the Marine~ 

of the squadron, with which design the whole put to sea, but after a 
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long perseverance against strong northerly winds, which prevented 

their approaching that coast, it was given up. and diverted to an 

enterprize against Port Louis on the south side of Hispaniola. This 

service was performed by the ships in line of battle. which. after three 

Ilours heavy cannonade, compelled its Governor to surrender upon 

terms, when Major Scott, with a detachment of Governor Trelawney's 

regiment, and the Marines) were landed, and took possession of lil{" 

Fort in the name of his Majesty. 

After having shipped or destroyed upwarus of 80 heavy cannOD, 

and blown u.p the works, the whole wefe re·cmbarked. 

Towards the close of the present year a very serious mutiny ocr.urrccl 

on board his Majestys ship Chesterfield, uPl'1l the coast of Africa, but 

like all attempts of so diabolical a nature, it was suppressed by the 

spirited efforts of a few well disposed of her crew. This It'ads me to the 

reflectioll t that, however brave and intrepid the character of a BriLi ~ll 

Seaman is, still his valour bccomts palsied the moment it is exerted 

'In a wrong cause. Such indeed must evt:r be the con~equcnce of such 

ill aimed combinations. The wretdl who is capable of subvcrtillg his 

country's interests cares but little for those of his friends. In principle 

a villain, he never fails being the first to desert and betray the 

unfortunate men, who are the dupes of his counsels, particularly 

when his own life appears in danger. 

In Older to exhibit how dangerous it IS even to conceal the 

existeace of Do mutiny, I will state an instance which afOtte out of tJJC 

Q 
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above occasion :-After the Cbest(' rfield was recovered from those 

oaring insurgents, she was carried into Barbadoes, when all the 

culprits were put on bonrd the Richmond, excepting two. Some 

of them were indulged with their liberty and to mess with that shiV's 

company; so liberal are our laws even to the criminal, before trial 

and condemnation. 

Having, by their protestations of innocence, interested some 

of the people in their favour, T . FCl'rirnan, the ship's Steward, 

I believe from pure motives, and. wishing to discover those who 

llad united in planning their escape, drew out a paper for the. 

signature of all who wished well to the scheme. \ Vitbin two 

hours he was himself informed against. by onc who had subscribed 

to it, nnu being found in his pocket. it was too powerful an evidence 

to r.,ist that article of War which holds him equally guilty with the 

l}crpctrator, who kllO'll,;'itlgly conceals any gathering mutiny even for a 

moment. 

EVl'ry det::lil of active operation closes with the peace of 

Aix La Chapclle, now 11 st'conrl. time rendered memorable by the 

growth of the QH ve. 

After more than mne years host ility, nll the powers agrcCC'J to a 

general restitution of conque~t s . France and Spain were left to lament 

a ruined Navy, and an impoverished people. while GU."at Britain felt 

an accession of more than four millions of circulnting specie, which 

<once.led fwm the public view a large addition to her national debt. 
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At this time the respective rank between the sea and land 

Officers was decreed by his Majesty t and an order issued for an 

exact uniformity of dress throughout the naval service. 

Amongst the Illany reductions which now progr('ssivcl y took 

place, during 1748, and the early part of the ensuing year, may be 

remarked the total extinction of the Marine establishment, the Officers 

of which, at these successive periods, were placed on half pay. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

PEACE having been proclaimed upon the 2d of February, 1749, the 

liberal policy of Government was soon. after conspicuous towards its 

disbanded servants. 

The settlement of Nova Scotia, hitherto a neglected spot, presented 

itself to the enlightened mind of the Earl of Halifax as a proper field 

for improvement, and it readily occurred to him, as a fit occasion, for 

rendering useful to the State a body of men, that might have other

wise been let loose upon society. 

Accordingly grants of land in that Province, were tendered 

to every rank of his Majesty's land and sea forces, and as a spur to 

immediate population, an extension of privilege and property was 

allowed to him, who sbould embark his family, in proponion to its 

numbers. 

Some of the liber::t1 professions, and mechanicks of different 

descriptions were also invited to become adventurers, under similar 

inducements, and the plan of a happy Civil Government emanating 

from a British fountain, was early framed for the permanent bappiness 

of these military colonists. 



Under such assurances above 4000 bid adieu to their native shore, 

and upon tht" 2lst of June the whole anchored ill the bay of Chebucto, 

upon the southern coast of the Province, where a town was quickly 

raised. fortified, and divided into Jots, which was named Halifax; 

<t monument of the liberal and humane views of its noble patron. 

The occasion merits ftlany a reflection which I am not allowed to 

indulge. 

While it is the wisdom, it is also the interest of every Country 

to frame employ for those who have served it faithfully in war. 

A distinction between the industrious and the profligate would soon 

be marked by Society, and the wOlthless wanderer roaming about 

unpitied, would be compelled to contribute to his own support, and 

thus promole the general good. 

Every circumstance after the peace tcnded to !!thew that it was 

only a temporary expedient on the part of France. 

Alternately they continued to inflame an~ negociate during 

nearly the whole interval of public repose, and by their extensive 

Naval preparations, which were not confined to their own Countr)', 

they obviously evinced the intention of renewing hostilities when 

they felt themselves in sufficient power. 

Upwards of six years provocation and remonstrance had elapsed, 

when repeated insults aroused the Nation. Early in 1755 our 

armaments began, at which time a levy of 50 Companies of Marines,. 
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was olJercd, and the fullowing appointments of Officez.:s to them 

appeared in the Gazette of the ,th of April: 

Lieutenant Colonels. 

James Patterson, 

Thomas Dl ury. 

Charles Gordoll, 

Captains. 

Hector Boisrond, 

Gabriel Se.:liere, 

John M'Kcnzie, 

Charles Repingtoll t 

Alexander Cumming. 

Sir Robert Abercrombie, 

Alexander Douglass, 

Edward Rycaut, 

John Wright, 

Tllomas Da west 

John Tufton Mason, 

Thomas Sheldon, 

Thoma!> Moore, 

John Gordon. 

Richard Baker, 

James Dundas, 

George Maxwell, 

James Robertson. 

Majors. 

Richard Bendy.he, 

Charles Leighton, 

James BUlleigh. 

First Lieutenants . 

. Daniel Campbell, 

Dudley Crofts, 

George Langley t 

James Hill, 

Alexander Cathcart, 

Francis Hay t 

Donald M'Donald, 

John Shuttie, 

Edward Howarth, 

Robert Duglass, 

John Phillips, 

John Brown, 

Colin Campbell, 

Robert Ewer, 

Archibald Campbell, 

George Ord, 

Lauceloc Wlilab, 

William Fraizer, 



Captains. 

John Campbell, 

Claud Hamilton, 

John Bell, 

John Dennis, 

Thomas Dalton, 

Thomas Whitwick, 

James Hamilton, 

Robert Barker, 

John Grocrne, 

John Beaghan. 

Samuel Prosser, 

Patrick M'DonaI, 

Alexander Irons, 

Charles Webb. 

William Stacy, 

Richard BlOugh, 

Henry Smith, 

John Johnston, 

LeathcsJohnston, 

Christopher GauntIclt, 

Tooker Collins, 

Walter Canuilicrs, 

Jolm Vere, 

William Picton, 

Richard Shuckburgb, 

Richard Hawkins, 
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First Lieutenants. 

James Short, 

GCOlgC Bossuquc-, 

James Men'cr, 

Jolm Frazer, 

W. Ayton Douglas, 

Dennis Bond, 

Thomas Backhouse, 

Gerard Dennet. 

Thomas Troy, 

Edward Shyflin, 

George Gulston, 

Richard Dennison, 

William Thompson. 

John Elliot, 

John Pitcairne, 

James Pcrkins, 

William Dennis, 

Ralph TeasOalc. 

Pierce Dcut, 

Hobert Shirley t 

Daniel Campbell, 

John Blinkhan, 

William Lutman, 

Thomas Wright, 

William Rowley. 

Thomas Stamper, 



Captains. 

George Maddison, 

Charles Grey, 

Robert Burdot, 

John Yeo, 

Robert Packhurst, 

Alexander Leslie, 

'20 

.First Lieutenants. 

Thomas AifY, 

Thomas Smith, 

-Waller, 

Charles Fletcher, 

Benjamin Edwards, 

Enoch Markham. 

These, formed into three divisions, were placed at Chatham, 

Portsmouth, and Plymouth, under 'he controul of the Board of 

Admiralty, and an Act was passed for their regulation while on 

fuar •• 

Some of the names detailed, still live, while others. like them, 

survived to hold distinguished rank, and to prove ornaments to their 

profession, and the Rritish Army. 

From this era the Marine Corps has ever constituted a branch of 

the peace establishment, the sale of Commissions was abolished, 

although a transit between the Army and it , was still kept up, 

which, from the casual introduction of men of influen('c, animated 
. 

promotion. Isut this system was soon changed, by which Teform all 

Officers rose in regulllr rotation, and what is the regulation of the 

present day. Every appointment in the Marine Corps was notified 

from the Admiralty, and appeared in the London Gazelte; a proctic<: 

for reasons I know not, has been since disCClDtinued. 
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Although no (ledaration of war had taken placet ~till hostilities 

of a serious nature had been committed in America, and captures to 3n 

immense amounl were made by our cruizer~ dUling 17 r);, . Even 

since the signature of peace, indeed, the Fn'nch nwintain('d ;1 spirit 

of inveteracy in the East, which aimed at universal dominion. Pre

paratjrm .. were at last commenced, and the country at large began 

to feel their wrongs. 

CHAP. XIX. 

AN unaccountable dread pervaded the nation, which the public 

measures certainly tended to heighten. ]n the early part of J 7'i(i 

the enemy had collected immense forces upon their coasts with the 

avowed objed of invading England. Foreign auxiliaries were 

called in, measures of precaution and defcllCt, were adopted, while 

the real objects of attack from all their mighty tlm'ats, were 

entirely forgotten and neglected. Amongst the ad(liti(lnal forces 

voted during the present year, 91.'38 Marines W('IC dClreed by 

Parliament; in onh'r to compleat which so additional ('ompani('s 

were ordered to be miseu. The expedient of a IJml impress was 

resorted to, in the f'lfm of an " Act for the more speedy and effectual 

recruiting his Majesty's Land Forces and Marines," but which was 

suspended by a Royal Order upon the 1st of May, in consequence of 

the zealous and patriotic c()oooperations of the nobility and gentry, who, 

by their purses and their energies, rendered it unnecessary. 

It 



The rcal designs of the French having been developed in an 

expedition agoiust Minorca, while they continued to amuse the 

nation by the terrors of an invasion, produced a declaration of 

war upon the 18th of May, against that power. Admiral Byng . 

had been detached for its relief, and had previously been ordered 

to disembark all the Marines froID his ships, in order to take 

on boord a number of land forces destined for the relief of that 

garrison. 

Commodore Edgcumbe, who commanded the British squ~dron in 

the Mediterranean, foreseeing all attack upon the island, had landed 

1 Captain, 2 Subalterns, 4 Serjeants, 4. Corpor:lls, .'J Drummers, and 

104 H<lnk :lIld Filc. being nearly the whole of his Mr. rillc~ . to 

strengthen its defence, who shared in the fati gues and tht' glory of 

tb'lt distinguished sjegc under Lieutenant General Blakeney. Much 

spirit aod determined bravery was evinced in the course of it. 

After more than two months tedious appro:lches. the enemy 

Itormed, upon the 25th of June, in tlif(crent points, but with partial 

success. The firing had conti01,led from tcn ol night until four upon 

the following morning, when Marshall Richclieu beat a parly in 

order to bury his dead. But he shamefully invaded the interval 

of suspension, by reinforcing the lodgments he had gained. which 

communicating by subterraneous passages, afforded easy access into the 
• 

body of the place itselt: 

This led to its immediate fall, by capitulatjpn, after seventy 

days contest, nnd is an instance of what little confidence 

oIlOultl be placed in the French character, uoder every similar 

occasIOn. 
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The Nation, always too apt to despond from slight caust's, most 

bitterly lamented this event, whioh was preceded by the very 

unwelcome tidings of a drawn battle belween the hostile fleels. 

Sir Edward Hawke succeeded the unfortunate Adillirai, who became 

a victim to the strict letter of the law , and the general prl'judic.'es of 

his Country. From a vast superiority our commerce in those seas 

was well protected, while that of the enemy suffered extremely. 

The constant threats of descent appeared to paralyse every exertion 

but that of domestic security; while the cocmy Were carrying on 

their schemes of distant conqlllest under the panic which these had 

produced. 

Towards the close of the year a new Ministry was formed, 

to which the Nation looked with confidence and hope. 

In tills administration that great and manly character, Mr .. Pitt, 

was onc.-No farther details occur under the era of 17'i6.-The 

Marines, in common with their brethren in the British Fleet, 

shared in the credit which was gained by some p:utial :lctions 

lhuing tile year .. 

10.2 
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CHAP. XX. 

AN addition of twenty companies was ordered early in the year 

1751. to complete the parliamentary vole of t"leven thousand fouf 

humhed and nineteen marines. 

The happy change whicb had taken plu('c in the councils of the 

nation seemed to extend its effects thrbugh every dt·partmcnt.-TLJJt 

vigor and unanimity was, however. again suspended by inlrigm' and 

faction, of which the' ('nemy availed themselves. by detaching v .. itll 

impunity, reinforcements to their dhtant dominions. 

A coal ition of parties h:lving been accompIisJlcd. re·animatcd the 

country, but nothing peculiarly interesting or falling within my scope. 

can be ff'mo.rked within the current incidents of this year. Some 

partial naval actions, which did honor to the leaders , and whirh 

reflected credit upon all the subordinates who had a share, were 

fought within this period. They evinced that our spirit was not 

extinguished, but that it only awaited the auspices of some guiding 

hand, and a higher occasion, to render it of substantial benefit to the 

public. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

THE fears of an inv:lsion began now to sub~idl'. 3tHI these warlike 

preparations which had hitherto bCC'1l made with a view to sc1fs 

defence, were, undr>r the bold and cnterprizing genius of Mr. Pitt, 

soon to be turned against the enemy's coasts. This was neccs~nry 

to animate the people. :lS wdl as politic in forcing th(' Frt'llcil to 

withdraw a part of their immense t()f(."'cs Uptlll tht, Continent. A 

farther augmentation of thirty'Companies was granted to the Corps 

of Marines, to keep pace with the general energies, which 

completed their establishment to fourLcen thousand eight hundred and 

forty·fivc, being the vote for the service of I7 :)I:!. At lhi~ period 

too, that highly useful body of men, the National MijiliJ, was 

orrlered to be raised anel organized for domestic securil\', while 

our regular armies were employed in retalialing the tl'rrors of 

invasion, and in t.arrying tbe war into the foreign possessiolls of our 

cnemlCS. 

Early in this year was fought the memorable odion between the 

Monmouth and Foudryant, which must ever be considefcd as one 

of the most distinguished events upon our Naval Annals. Monsie,lIr 

De Quesne, with a llobleness that did him the highest honour, ill 

delivering his swo[fl to Lieutenant Carkett, the representative of thC' 

gallant Captain Gardiner who fell, was not ashamed to avow that 

he had surrer,dered only to the force of the Monmoulh. The great 

inequality in this contest conters a lasting credit upon the meanest 

individual ~ho bore a part in it. 



126 

Sir Edward Hawke, commanding a squadron of seven sail of the 

line, observing a number gf the enemy's ships, with forty transport! 

full of troops, at anchor off the Isle of Aix, he pUihed on with a 

view to attack them; but they slipped their cables, and were run 

ashore upon the mud, after having thrown 

over board, by which meaDS they escaped. 

their guns and stores 

The enemy had been 

employed in repairing the works upon the island that were 

destroyed in our expedition of last year. The Admiral disembarked 

Captain Ewer, with a party of one hundred and forty Marines, upon 

the 5th of April, with oruers to demolish them. This service was 

effected with discipline and humanity, as it was accomplished 

most completely, and without the smallest molestation to the 

inhabitants. 

An expedition havillg been meditated to the Coast of Africa, 

consisting of two hundred Marines, Wlder Major Mason. and a 

detachment of Artillery, it sailed from Plymouth on tbe 9th of 

March. Upon the 24.th of April, thi6 squadron, under the command 

of Captain Marsh, anived off the river Senegal, and against the .99th, 

the small <.:caft got over the shallow bar, being opposed by some 

vessch of force, which were, how~ver, obliged to retire, when a 

landiug was made. Early on the following day, being about to 

advance agail1st Fort Lewis, situuted u.pon, a small island about 

twelve miles farther up the river, a. dep\ltattoll frolO U\C Superim 

Council of Sl'nqgal ani "ed, with articks of capitulation, which were 

accepted. In consequence, Major M,uOQ, with his Marines, took 

possession of tJle Fort upon the ~d of May, in. which was a g&rri60o 

of two hundred and [OIly soldiers and a,jnely pieces of cannQn. with 
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treasure and merchandize to a great amount. During this short 

service, the sufferings of the men were great, as many of the boati 

having the tcntc;, cannOll, and ammunition, were overset upon the 

bar, which circmmtance exposed them to the nightly dews and the 

scorching sun upon that inclement coast, without a shelter. Being 

a key to thl·j r glimd Establishment at Goree, thj~ H<.'quisition was 

of much import<lllce. 

It falls a second time to my lot to mention the active services of 

my Corps in the conquest of Cape Breton, and its Capital, now cen ... 

dered more formidable by expedence. A violent surf prevented the. 

landing of our forces, undt r the comillet of Sir Jeffrey Amherst, seconded 

by the Brigadier Generals Whitmore, L:lUcencc, and Wolfe. from thf> 

2d until the 8th of June, during which Ule ships were exposed to 

a cannonade from cannon and mortars. Upon that day, the 

debarkation took place in different points, amidst the greatest 

difficulties, during which Gen. Wolfe was very highly distinguished. 

Some lives. and about one hundred boats were lost in the attempt. 

After different preparations and approllC'hcs, which would be too 

wide a field for my detail, the Marines of the Fl(:ct were landed, 

on the 26th of June, when being formed into a battalion, they 

took post at Kenuington-cove, and afforded a vast relief to the Army 

then occupied in very extensive duties. Upon the 30th, they were 

engaged at this post, and repulsed the enemy. TIlcir ships in the 

harbour Nntiuuing to incommode our troops, an ('nterprize was 

formed again.t them during the night of the 25th of July, which 

occasion very much signalized Captains Laforcy and Macbride of 

the Itoyal Navy, who took and destroyed the Beinf.i,ant and 
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Prudent. Upon the 26th, the French proposed terms, by whkh five 

thousand six hundred and thirty-seven soldiers and sailors be('amc 

prisoners of war, and in the capitulation was included lhp surn~uder of 

the islands of Cape Breton and St. John's. Gen. Amherst, in public 

orders. desired the Commanders of every Corps to accquaint the Officers 

and Men with the high satisfaction which he felt flom the bravery 

and good conduct of the troops-a conduct that had. and alway!-> 

must insure success, and what he would take the liberty of reporting 

to his Sovereign. A severe blow to the navy of France, was one of 

the happy circumstances of this achie"ement. 

Considering the many detached cntcrprizes with wbkh the yt'ar 

)7&8 was marked. the most sanguine ("ould Iwt hope tlwt all wot/lel 

succeed without loss, where the chief objects wcre to hllul UpOll, to 

hams,>, and keep in alarm tht' wieldy extended coasts of France. 

Although the affair at St. Ca<;, in the month of Sertt-mber, was 

unfortunate in its issue. ~till no incident occurred that tarnished 

the honour of our arms. More impetuous courage was never shewn. 

than by the handful of men which formed the rear guard of the British 

Army upon that serVlce, who had to combat very superior 

numbers. PreviQus to thi~, an opportunity offered to f> ignalize the 

part it:: ... of Marines belonging to three ~hip~ of Commodore Howe's 

Squadron, in :m attack upon the Castle of Latte, situated on a 

peninsula in the cntranc~ to St. Maloes' harbour. A joint attelnpt 

had been concerted between 3 Naval force and a detachment from 

the Army upon the heights above Arborough Bay, upon the 4th of 

September, but the ships could not stand near enough to produce 

effect without an imminent risk; when after a short contest, it was 
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relinquished, by the co.operating troops. These parties of Maine, 

having been landed upon the night of the 9th, attacked ano carried 

it without loss. In consequence of the success wllich had attended 

the expedition against the coast of Africa, another was fOI med against 

Goree, which sailed from Cork upon the 11 th of November, under the 

joint conduct of CommorlorcKeppel and Lieutenant Colonel Worge, the 

newly-appointed Governor of Senegal. A body of land forcl s, and 

the Marines of the squadron were the forces intended to carry this 

service into effect. After a very (1angcrou~ passage. the whclc 

gained sight of Goree. upon the 28th of December, Cxct'pting the 

Lichfield of fifty guns, and a transport, that were wrecked upon the 

inhospitable shore of Barbary. About two o·dock the squadron 

reached a-breast of the island, then four mile.. di .. tanl, while 

the transports were ordered to a bay between Point Goree ancl Point 

Barabbas, to be in readiness to land the lIoop" 011 a signal being 

made. Every disposition being arranged for an immediate attack, 

early in the morning of the 29th, the troops were embarked in the 

fiat-bottomed boats, in order to push a-!thore UPOIl the i ~ land when 

adviseablc, while a general c:::mnonacle was opened by the ~ hips 

against the different points of defence. After a most tH'mcndou't 

firing of wnw hours continuance. the ('tunny struck their colour'i, 

in order to establish a parley. that ended in an almo .. t immccli :1tc 

renewal of hostilities, which soon obliged MOIl .. it'ul c/c> ~l. Jc,Hl to 

surrender at discretion. Commodore Keppel in<; t.:l1ltly iandlfJ all the 

Marines, who took possession and occupied the fOIL ulltil ('very 

arrangement was made. The IGiS upon this <;crv1cC \V,I'<I c\tcl'mc1y 

trifling. 

S 
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Many were the occasions that distinguished th~ Naval and Military 

Forces of his Majesty dUling the present active year, which, from their 

numbl'r, ('annot fall within my detail. Both Corps scclned animated 

with a spirit of unsurpassed zeal and enterprize, which the Marine 

of France, her Commerce, ilnd her coasts most bitterly felt. This 

era exhibited many early specimens of the courage and talents of 

some individuals, whose merits and great abilities very justly placed 

them in high commands during the subsequent stages of their lives, 

and whose names can never be mentioned but with encomium. 

The amphibious duties of the Marine Soldier necessarily placed 

llim in many of these active scenes, and from that close connection 

in which he now 5too<1 towards the Naval Establishment of his 

country, he may be said to have always been a sharer in the honours 

that arosc from the brilliant single actions at sea, with which the 

year abounded. 

A bill framed in wisdom, policy, and humanity, originated and 

passed in 1758, under the able and enlightened auspices of the 

Honourable Mr. Georgc Grenville. This was for the encouragement 

of Seamcn in the Royal Navy, by which these well-meaning, but 

unthinking men, were enabled to cast an eye of compassion and 

relief towarrls their suffering families. By this institution they might 

allot such a part of their pay as they did not choose to receive, to 

their wi ves, parents, Of others, to which amount they had tickets 
. 

from the Commissioners, which on being remitted to any part of 

the country, were payable on demand by the Collectors of 

Customs and Excise within Great Britain. Its liberal tendency 

is too obvious for remark; and it is only singular, that from. its 
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acknowledged influence, such was not earlier extended to the 

Marine Soldier, who constantly participated in the dangers, the glory. 

:md the duties of our Fleets.-The man who has resolution and virtue 

to forfeit his own comforts, and to alienate a gleat part of them 

towarns the subsistence of his distant relatives, affords the strongest test 

of his genuine character. He who is true to (lomestic tics, will 

never, by insubordination, dis'>Olvc those that unite him to his country. 

CHAP. XXII. 

FOURTEEN tbousand eight hundred and forty-five Marines formed 

the Establisbment of 1759. 

The manly, (taring, ::tod enlightened mind of him who guided 

the public measures, was never more conspicuous than in the extensive 

plans which directed thp operations of thE' present year. Superior to the 

menaces of invasion, though still 1I0t despising them, he di<i not 

limit the national energies to a system of self-defence, but resolved 

upon carrying war and conquest against the distant territorit's of our 

enemy. The spirit of Englishmen, thus rouse-d, kept pace with the 

bold views of Mr. Pitt, and while it has convinced the world how 

invincible we are when knit together in the bonds of union, let us 

imitate tbe examples of this happy period, upon every lcturn of 

public danger! 

One of the most gallant single actions with which this contest 

was marked, occurred in the West Indies, towards the close of 

S 2 
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17r,s. It is narrated by Captain Tyrrell. of the Buckingham, who 

fought it, in all the honest simplicity of a British Seaman, and beari 

bigh testim.ony to the gallant conduct of those under his command. 

This gratifying tribute, when merited, should never be withheld 

from the meanest, and it must ever honourably characterize the man 

who bestows it. Falling in with the Florissant, of 74 guns, and 

two heavy frigates, in his Majesty's Ship Bm.:kingham, of 70, he 

bravely engaged them and obliged the first to strike; but night 

comJllg on, she availed herself of its darkness, made sail, and 

escaped from her disabled antagonist. · Speaking of my Corps, Capt. 

Tyrrell's words are, " Capt. Troy, at the head of his Marines, 

" performed the service of a brave and gallant Officer, cleared the 

u poop and quarter~deck of the enemy, and drove her men like 

" s1u;"ep down the main deck." 

The defenceless state of the French C3rribce Islands, induced 

an expedition against them. which sailed from Europe towards the 

end of November. 1758, \lnd~r General Hopson and Commodore 

Hughes, and arrived at Barbadocs upon the 3d of January following. 

This Squadron. consisting of seven sail of the line, one of fifty guns. 

besides frigates, had on board nearly eight hundred Marines, headed by 

Brevet Col. Rycaut, of the Portsmouth Divison, which were intended 

to form a battalif)n, to co-operate with the army; but Commodore 

Moore assuming the comnJtnd of our Naval Forces in these seas, after 

this junction. cancelled that plan, and adopted the idea of landing 

each party in detachment, when necessary. By this measure the 

public character of Colonel Rycaut was suspended, and that regular 

system of ~lsciplil}e, which must ever result from the union of many 
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unJl'r Oil(' form, was sacrificed. This leads me to notice, that the 

:MarincSoldicr is peculiarly exposed to a great disadvantage upon every 

~ervice of combined operation. Constantly employed in small detach

ments, it is frequent! y his lot, at a ~hort notice, to enter the fielel 

against the well-trained legions of his enemies, and to ullite his 

energies with the Hcgular and Brigaded Force's of hi!'; country. He. 

in this new scene, pcclwp", knows not his file leader, :lnc! is 

probably a strang~r to his officer. 

As the predominant duties of this class of men an" 011 board ,"me 

navy, where militflry evolutions can only be pcrforml·d upon a narrow 

scale; considering that a sudden and unforcsct:n emergency may ptll'C 

them in the ::.ituation I have described, it might be a means of rousing 

an emulous zeal between each, and of fixing that intimacy which 

is requisite to promote a mutual confidence, to form the netachments 

in every Fleet, or Squadron, into olle battalion, or more; which being 

constantly maintained in a state of arrangement, would be better 

prepared for these momentary calls. The benefit which must arise 

would far countcrbalanc(' any trifling expenee that' might be incllrred 

in the different necessary appendages to sm:h cstablishrncnts, ::mrl 

would affi.>rd opportunities by which to rccompcllcc the meritorious 

individuals of a Corps, whose hopes (annot now aspire above one 

uniform level. 

Tbe whole of this armament sailed against Martinico Oil the I .. th 

day of January; the land forces iJaving bet'll aln:..:dy reduced by 

the fever and small pox. 

During the night of the 15th the squadron beat up into the Hay 

of Port Royal, and on the following morning his Majesty's ship Bristol 
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attacked and silenced Fort Negro, a strong b3.ttery of seven guns. 

Her 1\tfalincs, as well as those of the Rippon, Were immt"oiateiy 

landed, who, with fixed bayonets, climbed up the rocks and entered 

the embrazurcs, without resistance, as the enemy had abandoned the 

works. The British colours were hoisted at ten, and the army was 

afterwards disembarked ill the neighbourhood of that post, where 

they slept 011 their arms. 

Next day a Council of Vvar determined to change the attack 

against St. Pierre's, when the troops returned on board, and the 

guns were destroyed. After some c(msideration this idea was also 

relinquished, and it was resolved to prof:ced against Guadaloupe. 

Having made that island upon the morning of the :l 3d, a di5posjtion 

of attack, against Basseterre and the Forts, was givt"11 out, which 

commenced at nine, and continued, without an interval, until night. 

when the whole were silenced. 

The loss was confined, in this long and heavy cannonade, to 

Lieutenant Hoberts. of Marines. in the Norfolk, killen; Captain 

Trclawney, of the LYOh. Lieutenants Curlc und Chaudy, of Marines. 

on board that ship and the Rippon, wounded; with JO of diffclcnt 

descriptions killed and 60 woundeu. The town was unhappily 

sct on fire. which irritated the fiying inhabitants to a more vigorous 

defence of the isl:md. 

Upon the 24th the troops were landed, when the French 

abandoned the works they had began on the lising ground behind 

Basseterre, without opposition. Our army took possession of them 

and halted there during the night. Next morning the enemy also 

deserted the citadel, retiring towards tJle mountains with the 
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resolution of resting their future defence upon the chance of sickness 

gaining ground amongst our troops, and of succours from Europe. 

The 61 5t f(,giment. under Major Tccstlall" was directed to occupy 

the town and citadel. This ddachlllcnt OW( 'c! llu'ir s;llvution to a 

Genoese deserter, who informed the Cummanding Oflin'f, wium on 

the eve of entering the latter, of thdr impt>mling rlant',l.'f from the 

explosion of a Imne to whiclJ the train had be{'n Juiu. and that was 

to have bet'o fired by a Nt'gro. who, unaware of the hozani to 

himself, was bribed to this cluly. By pushing rapidly illtothe citadel, 

the train was found, and timc1y sWt.'pt awa). as the dark coloured 

emissary was advancing. with drunken and staggering stcl)S, to have 

executed the diabolical design. 

Upon the 25th the field pieces. and every necessary implement 

were landed, and tbe ground marked out for the difii.:fcnt regiments, 

in such a manner as to co.operate instantly wht-II required. A corps 

of Light Infantry. drawn from the several Battalions, was also formed 

and placed under the command of Major (uow General) Melville, 

which rendered very essential services. 

The French Commandant, Mons. Nadau. took post in a (It'€''p 

cleft of the mountains, which commanded his supplit'$ from Cape 

Terres, by far the best cultivated quurter of the island. Every 

approach to this recess was also guardt:d by intrenchments. Llpoll 

the 26th a summOllS was sent him, which he motlestly but firmly 

rejected. 

Some trifling skirmishes, that involved nothing execpt a loss of 

men took place, ins.tcad of that active system of enterprize. which 

should, jf possible, be ever followed in a West India warfare. 
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Th~ enemy gathered SplClt from our inactivity, and in their turn 

harassed and insulted the Citadel itself, and the relief of our Guards. 

This error, however, afforded an opportunity of di~tinguishing 

the 61st Regiment, which was successfully employed in dislodging 

the enemy from the grounds they occupied. 

An attack being meditated against Fort Louis, upon the Grandl' 

Terre, or North East side of the IsI::lI1d, a Squadron was ordered, 

under Captain Harman, of the Berwick, with some Compani('s of 

the Highland Regiment, under Major Campbell, of the Marines; 

he having also a considerable detacllment of his own Corps. The 

whole proceeded to execute this service upon the mh of Ft:bruary, from 

which day, till the 13th, the ketches continued a brbk bnlllbal'dment. 

The Squadron advanced to the contest early 01) that mornjng, 

and after five hours cannonade, silenced the Fort and its numerous 

dependant batteries. During this attack, the Highlanders and Marines 

were in the ftat·boltomed boats, ready to seize upon the first f?vourable 

moment for debarkation; anu on this signal being made they, 

bravely pushed ashore, under a heavy n osumcd fire from every point 

of the enemy's defence. Major Campbell, upon this oc('asion, 

allowed them no breathing time; for finding that the ammunition 

was generally injured by landing at an improper place, he n .. 'solutely 

pushed on with fixed bayonets, and after a severe action carried the 

Fort, with all the batteries. This was not accomplished without 

a considerable loss. 

An unhappy plan 

to mark our progress in 

of procrastinated 

the neighbourhood 

operation continued 

of Basseterre, which 

assumed, however, a more active form under Gen. Barrington, 
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who succeeded to the command of the Army, after the death of 

General Hopson, on the 27th of February.-Resolving to change 

the plan of operation, he withdrew his forces from Basseterre. 

leaving a gauison in Fort Royal, and blowing up the other 

works. 

The whole hOW directed their course to Fort Louis on the 7th of 

March, where the transports did not arrive until the 20th, owing to 

the prevalence of strong lee CUfnmts. Intelligence being received 

of a powerf..,l French Squadron having leached M.Uliniqnc, hldm'cd 

the Commodore to leave the Anny at this clili('al period to their own 

energies, and to proceed w hither he might be enabled to counterad 

its future schemes. Accordingly the Marines were withdrawn from 

the shore, and distributed amongst their proper ships; but such WQ~ 

their reduced state in consequence of this service, that detachments 

were also necessarily solicited flOm the General to ~upp!y the heavy 

casualties which had occurred to them. 

After a tediou:" fatiguing, and spirited llain of operation. upon 

which I am now precluded from Ip.malk, General Banington 

effected the conquf'st of Guadaloupe on the 2d of May. and with 

it the neighbouring islands of Marigalante, Deseada. and The Saintes. 

Everyone conversant in the military obstacles which present in that 

inhospitable country, cannot restrain his applause of the dls~ 

tinguished perseverance of the Commander in Chief, and (he 

gallant Subordinates during the whole -course of their arduous duties. 

It exhibits a powerful example of what may be achieved by the 

talents and active spirit of one man; but they arc inherent in thaL 

noble family. whose virtues I cannot enhance by any panegyric of min •• 

T 



Vlhercver we cast an eye the Most glorious achieve-menu appear 

before us. The conquest of Canada aad its Capital, was a moot 

conspicuous eV""t, but it was dearly purcl!ased with the lif. of one 

man whose exalted genius and patriotic soul were fittf'd to tum the 

scale of Empires. The Plains of Abraham will be a lasting memorial 

of the superior steadiness and valour of British Soldiers, when led by 

C'0urage and ahility. The fatigue6 and 5el'vius of the navy 

throughout the whole of til is campaign were severe and highly 

honorable. 

This leads me to notice a very ludicrous circumstance that 

oecurred on the rrwrning of the 13th of September, previous to that 

battle which decided the fute of Quebec.-A number of Tars who 

had been employed in dragging the cannon to the heights upon 

which they were planted, when returning to their ships, observed 

the anny drawn up in battle array, instead of continuing their route, 

they fdl into the ranks with the SoMieR, 801M haTing cutlasses, 

others sticks, and a few baving nothiug in tbeir bands. Gencrnl 

\Volfe remarking their aeal, addreSS6d tbem with that complacency 

which was so familiar to him, thanked them for their well meant 

spirit, urged them to go on boar<l, and pointed out the probable bad 

consequences from their mingling with the 50ldiery at so critical a 

moment. To tltis request some of them aDlwer~ " God bless your 

.. Honour, pray let us stay and see fair play between the English and 

'.' French." The General could not help smiling at theae brave but 

thoughtless fellows, and again repeated his wish for them t() with

draw. With this SGInB COMplied, but others sw-ore, immediately on 

taming hi' back, .. that Ihe 801<1;- lIlould not have aU the fighting 
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H 'Way or other." 

It appears Ihat a numbel aCh1ally continued in tbe ranks during 

the progre .. of the d~y. and whenev .. a Soldier dropped they 

a4ternlltely put Oil his _remeR! •• charged. and fired with perfect 

coolness. 

Nothing peculiarly active fen to the lot of tbe Marines. excepting 

an affair of di\l'crsion 09 the 12th of September. with a view to uif] 

the more material optrations of the army. 

Upon the eveniAg of that day the Admiral ordered the flat 

bottomed boats, below tbe town, to assemble astern of one of the 

frigates. Into these all the Marines which could consistently be 

spared. were embarked. and at the break of day of the 13th stood 

over towards the Beaufort shore as if to make :l uescent, while 

the ships of war that escorted them were ordered to cannonade 

tbe French lines. This feint obliged the enemy to retain a 

greater force at those works, than they would otherwise have 

done, and it was in some degree instrumental towards the success of 

that glorious day. 

In the sUmmer of the present year orders were given for t'ach 

ship of the line, upon the home station, to take on board a double 

oomplemeet of Marines, to co-operate in the Qescents which might 

be attempted by tl", ar'my. 

Discomfited in every quarter, the enemy now confined their 

desigDS to domestic preparations, which aimed at a general but 

connected invasion of this island. Of th"se our Cabinet was fully 

apprized. and woll ksew htJ'W to frustrate them. Admiral De La Clue. 

T2 
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with a considerable force, having' put to ~a from Toulon, in order to 

effect a junction with their grand armament at Brest, was soon after 

qbserved by Admiral Bose-aweD, and defeated with a losi of five of 

his-ships, while the remains took shelter in the port of Cadiz, where 

they were blocked up by an Englifh squadron. ThIS reverse was 

little expected by the Fren.ch Ministry, who could not conceive that 

OUf cncrgil~s were every where. 

The enemy defended themselves with bravery, and they had 

set ,hem, by their Chief, a most heroic example. Such 3S might 

have been expected was given b~ Admiral Boscawen to his 

fleet. 

Rear Admiral Ro<lney de<troyed a link ofth.t chain of preparation 

by the bombardment of Havre de Glace, where a large collection of 

boats Jlad been formed, denominated Prames. These were flat 

bottomed, were about 100 feet long, 24 broad, and loin depth, 

ea .... h mounted two heavy cannon, had one mDst, could sail or row 

when most convenient. and was capable of transporting 280 troops, 

or neady 'iO tavalry compleat. Our good friends, the Dutch, ever 

ready to supply all parties, suffered a heavy loss duting the blockade 

of Havre, in naval J.nd military stores, with which their avarice had 

promptt."d them to supply our purposed invaders. 

The honour of our arms was this year most gallantly supported by 

Vice Admiral Pocock, in the East Indies, who was opposed to very 

superior forces. but still afforded that general protection toour territory 

anel our commerce, which must ever constitute the most predominant 

objt:cts of our naval efforts. A sharp action was fought, which, as 

might have been anticipated, ended in a drawn conflict. 
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Al this moment of public danger, the protection of our coasts was 

confidtd 10 Sir &J.ward Hawke, who shewed himself worthy of the 

trust. Taking his station off Brest he detached to every quarter 

within his limits, to recoAnoitre and to (Iestroy. Captain Harvey 

very highly distinguished himself by a train of a~tivity upon his post, 

which was c1use to the mouth ofthat harbour. Some bO'a.ts, seconded

by his flying squadron, achieved the capture of several neutral vessels 

laden with naval stores, in the Bay of Camaret, which Mons •. 

Conflans determined to resent. He accordingly employed a very 

superior force to gratify his spleen, which, however, did not stagger 

Captain Harvey's resolution, who, on the contrary, advanced to 

meet them. In turn he became the pursuer, which endt:d with tl:te 

exchange of some distant shot, and the French ships tak;ng shelter 

under their batteries. 

The consequences that were averted by this !ccmingly umm

pOltant affair, were great, as the, enemy had in view, after driviug 

this Squadron from its ground, to have pCQceeded to the MOJ"bihan, 

another part of the coa5t of Britanny, where we had a small 

blockading force stationed; after destruying which, they were to 

return to Brem with the numeJ!OUS land forces that wt"re tilen rcady 

for embarkation. With such material objects before them, it is a 

stigma upon their naval spirit, in not having persevered. 

The repeated .enterprize! of this vigilant Officer <krive a peculiar 

merit from tbe tim~ and manner in which they were performed. 

When the enemy were every where proclaiming their threats, Capt. 

HaIVey' landtd his. Ml!dIles from Ih. Monmouth, upon. the lillle 

island of Molines, nnd exaclod from its inbabitants a ~l supply 

of cattle, 'itock, and vegetables. 
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The p.i.lIt upon this· spot lItep"",, fortti •• tbe: orgo ofhio flock. 

who. he said, were poor. c.ptaiw H"""Y'0 rtp!oy"."" .. that he 

.. regretted to dislire .. the wretched; 'but what he MW did was 

.. merely, In !lIIew tbe' enelnY- and all Eu ... that the French coolot 

.~ not prot"'" tlid, , people 'wlthi!\' their own eight. ' l1I11Ch leso d~", 

.. 1M illvaoIon of EnglaM '" He 'ofwrwards, in' hi. own barge. 

being seconded by some <>tber boats, brought oft' the teJl(ler of 

AcIniloaI ,ConfIa •• , fl'<M&' a smalt t,.,. close to the harbour of Brest, 

willlin slgtlt ' Qf Mlcit fI«lt, under a prodigious """""Rade of gun. 

an" MOrt'8n, ' aed aft extensrve line of musquetry. TJ.i's brave man 

t;,lt far th. dignity of hi. country. and he maintained it. 

The enemy, e\'ery where ready to' catch a ii>vourable m<>ment, 

only awaited the time when our blockading Fleets should he driven 

from their coasts, in order to carry their long.boosted threats into 

eifect., A heavy gale "'!'on tile 9th of November not only forced 

Sir Edward Hawke from 'hi. station, but blOUght into Brest Monsieur 

Bornpart and his Squadron from the 'West Indies in safuty. This 

circumstance very much strengthened the ships of Conflans with 

prime seamen, who sailed on the 14th, and steered for Quiberon Bay, 

with a .. iew tt, annihilale Commodore Duff's' detachment, to bring 

out his tran'pbrts with troop" and ""'!ly tl> attempt the inva~ion of 

our isles. 

But: Sir Edward' Hawke anritipal'ing' !lilI schemes, al.o put 

to sea; and notwitll.tanding that contlollding elements. *" a why." 

opposed hill wish .. , still, by pe~ ... raOOO', he ani~ in time fo save 

our FryingSquadron, just on tlie ..... 'of Mog .. ptu~. andto'pve 
a death blow to all t~r miglit,. hopes. 



The .ietory of \he 201'h fII November mWlt evn It1md as one 

0( tIM TA<l!It brilli."t ~ our naval annab, not so mu~b f .... m tM 

extent -of it ... swece9S iii captured sbipB, as the daRgerotl6 ciKumSfQltCft 

under which it was aclriend, and tM happy con"'luenoes that were 

its immediate results. Our 1&55 vpon this si~al occasion wns only 

fifty killed, and two hundred and furty-eight s"a1nan nnd Marine. 

wounded. 

Thus foiled in every quarter, their commerce eut off by the 

conquest of their most valuable colonies, expensive preparations 

5'llcrifited, without the attainment of a single obj~ct, a partial bank

ruptcy took ptace in the national funds of France. At this tryin,; 

period, however, the sufferings of its monarch, Q'l'Id of the rublic, 

were aUevisbod by the sub,tantisl tende", of loyalty and patriotism. 

Numeroo, were the indiyiduals "h" manfully stepped forth to heal 

the wounded pride of their SOTereign, and to revive the drooping 

cause of their country. It is grateful to record such instances of 

publiC' virtue from whatever !ource they flow. 

In the greater part of the,., events, so productive of glory and 

goodr the Corps of Marines bore a share, as well as in the many 

inferior but distinguished Nayal contests thtlt took place in 1'759. 

During its progress, the Fleet of our enemy acknowledge!. !\ 

diminution of thirty-Bve Ships of tbe Line and an equal number of 

Frigates. There are many names which !till !urvive, and others that 

haTe not long since closed useful and honourable lives, who were at 

this period fammar to the public ear, by their gallant deed.. To 

partlcuIariJIe all, woold carry me beyond my limits, and t would not 

be partial to aurvivo,. alone. 



His Majesty, in consideration of the very signal service. ren«ered 

by Admirals Boscawen and Sir Charles Saunders, low.rqs the close of 

this year, instituted a Ilew Establishment of Marine Officers, intitulcd, 

" General and Lieutenant-General of Marines," to whicb soon after 

there were added three Colonels, nominated from Post .. Captains in 

Ihe Royal Navy. who had been conspicuous by their good conduct. 

The Gentlemen who first occupied these appointments Wele, 

Admiral Boscawen, General of Marines, £2,000 

Sir Charles Saunders, K. B. - Lieutenaot~General £J ,200 

Sir Piercy Brett, Bart. -

Hon. Augustus Keppcll. 

Lord Viscount Howe 

Col. of Portsmouth Division I: 800 

Col. of Plymouth Division I: 800 

- Col. of Chatham Division [. 800 

This establishment has subsequently been enlarged by the 

attachment of a Major-General, aud in this form it now e>..ists. 

Disclaiming every prejudice, I am led to ask how far either policy 

or justice can sanction the transmission of suchan institution to posterity? 

They were originally the benevolent grants of a grateful Monarch, to 

distinguished individuals. As such, indef'd, they have continued to 

be; but experience has shcwn, that Field Offi('crs arc thc very life 

of discipline, :md that if so respectable an addition were unalienated 

from the active numbers of the Corps., this principle would be still 

more animated.-A man who suppresses his feelings upon any occasion 

that demands them, is unworthy of the name.-How degrading 

is the thought. that the Marine Veteran, who asu:nds by the rules 

of slow gradatioQ, can nevu reach the summit of his profession! 

God forbid that any reform should affect tbe living. Those 

who now enjoy this mark of favor are, highly worthy of it. But 
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confining mch appointments /0 1« corps would be gralifying 10 an, for 

I am sure thaI the Naval and Marine Officer . re so united in their 

interests and their duties, that an accession of consequence, or btntlit 

10 either, would bc warmly fclt by both. 

=~~=====-~ 

CHAP, XXlII. 

A Large augmentation to the Marine corps was voted for the year 

t 760, which amounted to 130 companies. comprizing in all J 8,355; 

being more than one fourth of our naval forces. 

Their merits and usefulness became consplcuOllS by the most 

zealous and spiri ted services. 0 11 either clement, to which their 

mingled duties calJed them. 

It was the happy destiny of Captain Elliot to deliver his C'ountry 

from the remaining terrors of invasion, kept al ive by tlle adventurous 

and enterprizing squadron of Thurot. 

After having accomplished every thing within the power of 3. 

mortal, for the good of his Nation, this Commander outlived not Jlis 

defeat, bUI fell gloriously; leaving behind him a name equally 

revered for humanity: as valour. 

The enfeebled state of France, unable to extend support to the 

distant members of her Empire, ~xposed them as easy and alterni.ltc 

u 
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conquests to our successful .urns. Although but few naval achieve

ments occur through this year, still tbe spirit of our seamen continued 

the same, jn every instance that presented for their efforts. 

This era first brought into public and deserved notice, the great 

military talents of Colonel, afterwards Gener::al Sir Eyre Coote. 

To him may be chiefly attributed the recovery of our drooping in

terests in the East, at one time nearly annihilated by the bold and 

vindictive genius of Monsieur Lally. 

Soon after the -decisive battle obtained by Colonel Coote over 

that General at Wandewash, Admirai Cornish reached Ma{iras with 

a reinforcement of six ships of the lin(". The French squadron not 

appearing on the coast. en:lbled our joint forc('s to prosecute future 

schemes of conquest, The first step was the advance of Colonel 

Coote against 'Va1dour, and the lmitcd blockade of Pondicherry by 

sea and bnd. Major Monson, the second in command, was destined 

to :.l.ltack Caricnl, and accordingly embarked on board tIle squadron 

with that view. The forces which he was to head consisted of 300 

!vlarincs, to be afterwards joined by a small body of Artillery, 

some Europeans, and a considerable number of Seapoys from 

Trichinopoly. 

Admiral Cornish having arrived in the road of Carical upon the 

28th of March, Major Monson was landed with the Marines and 

some native rioneers, at five in the evening, where they halted 

during the nigh,t, and advanced against the town early on the fol

lowing morning, which they gained with a trifling loss. Being 

annoyed by Fort Dauphin, the enemy were also driven from it into 

Fort Louis, by a few /hells. 



Upon the 3d of April all tlIC expected reiofotcenlents arrived, 

by which the latter was immediately invested. 

Learning on th.; 5th that the garrison had a prospect of relief, 

and having already done considerable damage to the enemy's workl~ 

the Commandant was summoned to surrender, to which he agreed: 

the whole being considered as prisoners of war. The Seamen were 

meritoriously active in landing the necessary slores during the 

night:.timc. 

By the successive operations of this force, the French WI!CC de· 

prived of many important possessions, and ~1onsieur Lally, with an 

army, which a little while ago were the dread of that quarter, be

came shut up in Pondicllf~rry, at the commencement of May. 

These material services having been effected, the Marines were 

reimbarked OIl board their respective ships, and honoured by lhe 

thanks of him who had led them. In tlJl! mean time 9 Colonel 

Coote had carried his object, ,lIlU had advanced within four mHos of 

Pondicherry, towards which he threw up redoubts. 

Rear·Admiral Stevens having assumed the command of the 

British Fleet, proceeded off' that place. and at the illstance of the 

Governor and eOl1ncil of Madras, as well :lS of Colonel Coote, 

landed the Marines at Cuddalore, upon the 29th of Augu:'i, in Older 

to accelerate matters before tbe selling in of tht~ rains. They im

mediately joilled tbe Army, and Were materially a~sis ljllg it} the 

many active and tedious services that ensued . 

Major Monson having received a superior commiSSion to that of 

Colonel Cootc, this respectable Officer. for a while, Telinquished 

these bustling scenes; but the former being wounded most scverely 

U! 



ia .. .-:eaholeoterp"", 'IriIi<:h "" conducted with great gallantry 

against the enemy's batteries, W2S ill turn OOIftpeUed to resign the 

command of the Army, ReceDt e~perience had con';need tbe pul>

lie of the "Value of him who had heen superseded, and tbe highest 

testimony that could have been yi"'ded to an OffiCfi, wa. recalling 

him to Jill tbe important situation he had held, 

The high-spirited Lally, jealous only of his own honor, bot 

unfeeling towards the unsurpassed suffclings of those beneath 11im. 

persevered in defending Pondicheny, w·llile a glimpse of llOpe 

remained, A dyesdful disaster ttl our'Fleet bnd n",ul,. realized his 

ueiiveranc:e; but the steady seamanship of .oUT Officers, -amidst one 

of the greatest hurricanes that eV<!'f blew. "Pfe!erved a valuable 

nmaiDS for tile service of their Country, whi<'h soon resumed. the 

Wockade of that important Capital. 

It W8i not until the middle of January of the enw;ng year thilt 

it fell, aad. with its (:onquest becam(' involv~ the ruin of the French 

East India Company. with aU their dependencies on the 'Coast of 

Corom:1ncleJ. 

Such were the happy commercial results, 3S well as territorial 

.acquisitions, tilllt were obtained by our successfol arms; in tlccom

pUsbing whicb the Corps .of Marines was in. some degrt'e instru

.ent:1l 

On • rellospPCtive view, a great share t>f credit is justly clue to 

Vice-Admiral Pocock, wno, with very inferior numbers, was in 

:three ba.tl~opposed to Monsieur D'Acbe; in every one cf which he 

.oupported lhe honor "f the British Flag, wllile be .!IOrded both " 

_ .... _ aad <»<lpeallioft to the ~nte!pri .... ,or our Anny. 
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The plaa of ClGmpletely cCIIlquering the pro'rin<:e of Ca .. da was 

this year carried into effect; it was well arranged, was executed 

,vith Ipirit. and exhibil!'d high military talents in Sir Jeffery Amh"rst. 

who commanded in Cbief. 

Some of our Naval offict"rs contributed much to lhe general 

succ("ss, from th(·ir intimo.te knowledge of the local navigation, aDd 

tbeir active zeal in conducting the necessary and numberless dutie~ 

of landing and Ie-embarking the troops. 

The «duced state of the French Marine did not allow of many 

opportunities to signalize our Fleet during this year; but whenever 

they occurred, our superiority was unifonnly conspicuous. FroID the 

protection which it gave to an important branch of our commerce, 

the gallant action between the Flamborough and Biddeford. both 

20 gun ships. with two heavy French frigates. deserves notice.

These had been detached on purpose to intercept our outward-bound 

for Oporto and Lisbon, which they learnt was under convoy of a 

.mall sloop of war. Fortunntcly for this Taluoble Fleet. our ships 

got sight of La Mali.cieuse and L'Opale, of 36 guns elch, upon the 

morning of tbe 41th of Apri~ and gave them chace. It was not until 

5eV'en in the e'VeniDg, WbcB observiDg our vast inferiority, the 

enemy seemed willing for the combat. At this hour they clv:;ed, 

and continued engaging till nine. when a .hort ,...pite enabled both. 

10 renew the battle, which coutinued till midnight. 

That inrrepid I'_""eran"" which SO- strongly mark. the British 

character, ilDd in a compautivc sense so peculiarly dhtinguishes the 

Briti&h Seamaal, at last pRlvailed. and compelled this very superior 

a>etIly to _k U&ty ;. fligbt; while t« disahled state of our 
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little ~hips, from the hea,"}, metal to which they had been exp",ed, 

precluded tbe idea of pursuit. 

Captain Skinner ~nd the Hon. Lientenant Knollis, of the Bid .. 

deford, fell upon this occasion; but their loss was nobly compensated 

by the unremitting good example of Mr. S1:a:cey, the Ma!.ter, who 

succeeded to the command. 

Lieutenant Price, of the Marines, was also killed on board the 

Flamborough. 

The events of this action were of much greater moment than 

such as frequently arise from the vjndidive conflicts of greater num .. 

hers, as it preserved a large convoy from falling into the hands of 

the ellemy, which would have otherwise been its fate, upon the 

very day it was fought. 

Admiral Rodney was very active with llis flying squadron, while 

our Grand Fleet, by its vigilance and occasional descents, entirely 

cut up the enemy's commerce, and kept their sea-coasts in a state of 

constant alarm. under the successive commands of Admirals Boscawen 

and Hawke. 

The nation had to deplore the loss of its Sovertign on the 

mormng of the 25th of October, who died alike beloved and 

regretted by every class of his subjects. 

Uron the lIoon of the following day I his present Majesty was 

proclaimed King of these Realms, and very early afforded the mest 

impressive earncsts of ptedeliction fop his native Land, its glory, 

and its happiness. 

The magnanimous benevolence of Englishmen was at this period 

highly conspicuous to their distressed fel1ow-cQuntrymeD, who were 
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prisoners in France, and whose suff~rings from peonry and nakedness 

were of a kind the most extreme. 

Sympathizing with their distresses, subscriptions were set on 

foot, and it was nol long ere they were relieved by the most liberal 

supplies. The public generosity was not c01Jiined within the 

pale of its own kindred, but was stretched forth even towards 

our captive foe~, w hose wants were most imperious, but from which 

their nation was ullable to deliver them. 

\Vhen we reflect upon such noble acls of fellow.tecling, the 

man who is insensible to dlC' reciprocal duties of fidelity and 

~[atitude t deserves not the virtuous title of a Briton. The ~vorld 

also must cease to wonder at the many signal instances of Divine 

interposition in favor of this little island, when it considers that 

Providence is thus vindic<1ting his OWlJ ways, in behalf of il people, 

who are uniformly guided by tIlt' sacred precepts, Jncl godlike im

pulse, II of forgiving, <lnd doing good to their enemies," 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

EIGHTEEN thousand three hundred and fifty-five Marin .. were 

again voted as the establishment for 1761. 

A secret expeditioo was prepared early in this year. which was 

committed to the joint CODduct of .Major-Gcneral Hodgson aDd 

Commodore Keppell. and was subsequently directed again.t the 

island of Belldsle. 

Eleven battalions of Foot, four troops of tbe 16th Light 

Dragoons, under Lieutenant-Colonel Burgoyne. a detachment of the 

Royal Artillery, and a corps of 100 0 Marines formed into two 

battalions, commanded by Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel John Mac

kenzie. amounting ne:uly to 10 ,000 men, composed the strength of 

the Army upon this service. The whole w ere escorted and spi

ritedly seconded by tell ships of the linc, eight frigates . three 

bomb k f'tches, and two fire ships; which set sail upon the 29th of 

March from St. H elens, but did not gain sight of theh· wished for 

object until the 6th of April. This force was afterw ards aug

mented by troops n(Hi men of war. 

In addition to the 1l3tural strength of this islantl, no means of 

defence had been neglected by the enemy. who, aware of the :1ttack , 

had constructed works, and placed guns on every spot , that afforded 

a possibility of descent. 
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Upon the 7th the Fleet stood along the South end of Bclleisk. 

with a view to reconnoitre its strength, and to ascertain a proper 

quarter for debarkation. Coming to anchor ill the road of Palais 

on the noon of that day, the principal Officers of both services, 

accompanied by some of the Engineers, proct't'dCtllO the Norlhw31u, 

in order to finish their observations upon the gellccal st:ltc of the 

coast. The final result convinced all, that great obstacles were to 

QC surmounted every where, and that the sacrifice of many live:. 

was unavoidable in attaiuing the first object of thdr views. 

After mature deliberation,· it was reoolvcd to effect a landing 

early in the morning of the 8th of April, for which purp'Jsc the 

flat-bottomed boats were hoisted out, and the troops placed iu them 

ready to advance towards Port Andro, on a signal being made_ 

They were preceded by his Majesty's ships Dragon <Ind Achilles, 

cOlllmanded by the Hon. Captains Harvey ami Harrington, whose 

orders were to silence the battery, which protected the entrance into 

this Bay. These gallant Officers soon accomplished tbe duty, and 

intimated that IlO opposition to the landing of our forces was to be 

dreaded from that point of detence. 

The boats having proceeded under the immp.diate supcrilltendancc 

of Commodore Keppel, who had shifted his pennant from the 

ValianL into the Prince of Orange, were then ordered to row toward:; 

the shore, arranged in three divisions, under the direction of Captain 

Barton, of the Royal Navy. Notwithstanding a prodigious tire of 

musquetry, our brave Soldiers made good their landing, and evinced 

a series of valour that must have conquered auy thing within tftl

power of man. 
x 
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The French were intrenched to the chin on a steep hill, the 

base of which they had cut into a perpendicular form, whkh 

p:-evented our gallant fellows from ascending their works without 

scaling ladders, of which there were unfortunately nonc. After a 

heavy loss, and a contest which did th('lU honor, a retreat became 

the only alternative. 

On this trying occasion, the distinguished courage and coolness 

uf Generals Crawford and Carleton, were very highly conspicuous; 

the latter was wounded. 

One boat landed sixty of Erskint's Grenadiers, under Captain 

Osborne, who were unobserved by the rest of our force, and not 

being supported, fell victims, excepting twenty t to very superior 

Bumbers, after the most noble resistance. Their brave leader was 

~lassed among the unfortunate. The fire from the ships was opened to 

cover the return of our troops, who sustained a loss of nearly 500 men. 

A diversiQn was carrying on in another quarter during these 

Gperatiolils, in order to aid them, by attracting the enemy's force 

from the real object of attack, towards Saucon. This was composed 

of the 96th and 97th Hegirnents, and the Marines; but nothing 

,auld avert the disaster. 

A dreadful gale coming on after the return of the boats, 

f)ccasioned the loss of many of them, which was felt extremely; 

and the trano;ports were also very considerably damaged. After 

it ceased, the atlention of the whole Fleet was turneu to repair 

these accidents. 

Having obtained some reinforcements, and after a second very 

minute review of the island, it was determined to make another 
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descent at Fort D'Ar9ic~ to be supported by two •• parat. attack., 

in order to distract the enemy, near St. Foy. and at SaucoD. 

The last, which was intended merely as a feint, was composed 

of the four troops of Light Dragoons under Lieutenant-Colonel 

Burgoyne; which being distributed umongst a number of transports. 

aud escorted by a large Naval Force, appeared the most formidable 

of the whole. Ships of war were allotted to co-operate with the 

other two, headed by Major-General Crawford and Brigadier 

Lambert, in covering their debarkation and silencing the different 

batteries. 

Early on the mornillg of the 22d of April, the men of war 

having accomplished this latter object, the troops were ordered by 

signal to advance, in two divisions, in close order, till abreast of 

their respective points of attack. 

The enemy, suspecting that the principal impression would be 

directed against Fort D'Arsic, overlooked the defence of these 

stupendous rocks, which offered natural obstacles, sufficient to deter 

the most daring invader. 

Brigadier Lambert's division, to which the Marines under Colonel 

Mackenzie Wl're attached, approached under this high coast, when 

it appeared to this gallant Officer, that a fit opportunity for enh.'c

prize presented itself. He accordingly moved onwards unperceived , 

and with a rapid resolution, Captain Paterson, at the head of the 

Grenadiers of the 19th Regiment. quickly supported by Captain 

Mwray, with a company of Marines, landed and climbed the rocks. 

Soon afterwards other troops followed their intrepid example, wIlen 

having reached the summit, the whole formed upon it. TJJC 

X2 
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French were ztmazed ot the attempt, but pushed 011 a veteran Corps ' 

of sao men to atollc for their want of precaution. 

Contiguous to the ground occupied by our troops, there was a 

wall, which suggested itself as an eligible post of defence. This 

enabled our inadequate numbers to oppose the enemy I until they were 

farther reinfon.::cd by Brigadier Lambert, at the head of the Grcnadie.rs 

of the 30th, and the rest of the Marines under Colonel Mackenzie. 

The tables were now turned, when the Regiment of Digorre was 

beat back to the rising ground from which it had advanced. 

Captain Sir Thomas Stanhope, wAose duty it was to co-operate 

with this brigade, had watched these spirited efforts with an anxious 

ua!. He instantly manned and armed all the boats of his squadron, 

which rowed ashore as a farther support, while the force that had 

proceeded against Fort D'Arsic, observing this unexpected success, 

also pushed on to unite with Brigadier Lambert. Thus strengthene{l, 

that ~ctivc Officer allowed no interval. but moved against the 

'enemy upon the hill, whom he lhove to their main body, taking 

their fie1d~picces, and somc prisoners. 

Cnptain Patersoll, of Deauclerck's regiment, Colonel Mackcnzie 

Olnd Captain M"urray of the Marines, were WOUIl(lcd; all of whom 

were much distinguished during the whole course of this short, 

but $harp service, which did not exceed the space of two hours. 

About five in the evening the dcb3rkation was (:ompleted, the 

Army was pushed \Ipwards of t/arct.' miles" ill to the couotry, and 

look pest upon an emincn;:e through the night. 

The enemy, during the day, had withdrawn all their detach

ments from their extensive batteries on the coast, blown up their 
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magazmes, and united all their forces under the cornmana or 

General de St. Croix. 

On the morning of the 23o, the British Army was in motion 

again~t the town and citadel of Palais, while that of the French 

occasio'nally seeming determined to dispute OUf progress, at last 

r('tiled without a conflict, luto that strong fortress, and its dependant 

works. 

Some days of boisterous weather prevented the landing of our 

battering cannon and other necessary stores, that were essential for 

commencing operations against Palais, of which General St. Croix 

availed himself, by constructing six different redoubts; all of which 

were to be carried before breaking ground in front of the lown 

and citadel. 

The English Commander also proEted himself of thjs interval, 

by dispersing assurances of protection to thc laws, religion, and 

property of the natives, who should submit themselves; which were 

not without their effect. A short time, howevcr I enabled General 

Hodgson to cnlploy more convincing arguments, by opening his 

batteries upon the 2d of May. The brave St. Croix answer to 

a summons was, that he would defend IJis charge to the last 

extremity. 

The enemy attempted a sortie on the night of the 3d agaiust 

our most advanced works, which they carried, killing a number 

of our troops, and making General Crawford and both his Aids· 

de.Camp prisoners. Following up this success, they advanced 

against the trenches, when a sharp action commenced that remained 

doubtful, until a 'party of Marines, under Captain Hepburn, arrived" 



158 

who charged Ihe enemy, and furced theor 10 rerire wilh COIIsiderabl. 

loss. 

In order 10 faciUtate our approaches, Ihe Engineers pronounced 

that it was absolutely necessary to carry one t>f the intervening 

redoubts. Aocordinglya detachment of 20 0 men composed of a part 

of Loudon's regiment, and Marines, under Captain Carruthers, of 

the latter corps, were warned, upon the evening of the 12th. foc th i. 

duty. A heavy 6re, of shot and shells. was kept up during the 

night upon that object, with a view to make some breach, and to 

harass the enemy. Soon after the dawn of day, those assailants 

advanced 3gainst the works with fixed bayonets. when, aftte a very 

spirited contest, they soon carried tho redoubt, and maintained it. 

Captain Carruthers, with a ready promptitude, observing the panic 

amongst the French, did not permit it to subside, but instantly 

pushed on against two others, which were successive! y evacuated 

by their defenders, who retreated with precipitation into the Citadel. 

This party becoming reinforced by 370 of the 69th Regiment9 under 

Major Nesbit, achieved the conquest of the whole of the French 

Redoubts, and with an impetuous persevering ardor entered the town 

ofPalais, pell mell, with the flying enemy. 

The gallantry exhibited by all who fought on this memorable day, 

very justly immortalized the military fame of every individual, which 

c!<tended ita honOiable influence to those corps at IMge, from wholO 

they were detached. 

Very distinguished encomiums were bestowed by the enemy upon 

" Les Petites Grenadiers;" a title derived from the caps worn by the 

Marinc Soldiers. 
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Thus was every obstacle removed, which prevented tbe close 

investment of the Citadel of Palais; • fortress thr<t had been plann«l 

and raised under the superintending genius of the celebrated Vauban. 

During this period the fleet rendered very material services, by 

their stopping supplie~ from tho Continent; and their vigilance 

during the subs.equent ('ontinuance of the siege was highly 

meritorious. 

The conduct of the French Commander reA.ected honour upon 

himself an.! the French arms. From the 16th of May until the 7th of 

June he persevered in maintaining his post against nn unceasing fire 

from 41· heavy cannon, 50 mortars and howitzers, besides field pieces, 

which, in many places, ruined the works, killed numbers, Bnd frora 

which there was no safe retreat but within the casemates. 

This interval afforded the display of many instances of bold 

intrepidity, amongst the individuals of the line and of nly corps, from 

the many sallies which were attempted by the active St. Croix, 

during the course of it. One of these being aimed against n post 

occupied by Captain Wright, of Marinc~, having under llilll three 

Companies of his Corps, which was of pt.:("u linr importance, this brave 

Officer, notwithstanding olders were given to retr~at frOID it, assumed 

a personal responsibility, and, well knowing its consequence in the 

future operations of the Army, determined to maintain it. He 

repulsed the enemy, aDd received the flattering sanction of Briga<.lier 

General Howe, who, in the eomK of duty, afterwards viiitrd it, 

for his very~ resolute conduct. 

Another conspicuous initance of this kind occurred in Lieutenant 

Lachlan Cuthbert, of the Army, who evinced the greatest p<rsonal 
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courage, and though abandoned by his men, pointed and l1red the 

guns of a battery at which he commanded. Being soon supported, , 
the enemy were forced to retire with loss. 

After an incessant cannonade, which had effcctCtl :l large breach 

sufficiently practicable to encourage a storm, prepamtions for it were 

accordingly made; observing which, General St. Croix proposed to 

capitulate. after a loss of 922 men within the wal1s of the Citadel, 

upon the 7lh of June. 

In consequence of their gallant defence, honorable terms were 

granted to the garrison, which was im'mcdiatcly shipped for France. 

During the whole of this service, so highly <::reditablc to our 

Army, and to the corps of Marines, we have to recount :::<1. Officers, 

30 Serjeants, 8 Drummers, and 710 Rank and File kiUc<l and 

wounded. 

General Howe was amongst the latter, as well as Brigadier 

Carleton, already mentioned. 

Much unanimity between the naval and land forces prevailed, and 

the nation had to look with equal gratitude, to both, for the happy issue. 

Major General Crawford being appointed Governor, and every 

thing arranged, the troops that could be spared were afterwards 

embarked for more distant duties. 

The following orders were given out by the Commander in Chief 

to the Army, ~rnetime after the complete surrender of Belleislc: 

" General Hodgson ha!. the greatest pleasure to acquaint the Officers 

U and Soldiers under his command, with his Majesty's satisfaction 

" in the spirit, patience, and chearfulness with which they have 

" sustained the fatigues of this siege:· 



Commodore Keppel in his public letter to the Right HoilOrable 

Mt. Pitt, 5:lYSt respecting the corps of Mtllines, "Major Gencful 

" Hodgson by his constant approhati(.ln of the h!lltalion of Marines 

" landed from the ships, and put under his command, gives me th l(, 

CI pLc.:asing satisfaction of acquainting you of it, that bis Majesty (JIlay 

H be informed of the goodn{'ss and spirited behaviour of thut corps." 

During the summer of this year, the Fkd and Army, uud<.'r ~il 

James Douglas, and Lord Rollo, reduc(,:d the j!-.iand of DOIllinica, 

which had maintained the assumed naUI(' (If neutral, but had evinced 

the most marked partiality fOJ France; 3fter a conference bi.,tween 

these joint Commanders, and the principal Nutivb, who ill first 

appeared much inclin{·d to capitulate, the islanders, urged on by the 

artifices of Mons. Longpric, the Governor, seemed resolved to defend 

themselves. 

The ships soon moved close to the land, and, after a heavy. 

cannonade, silenced all the batteries, when the troops were push,:d 

ashore. 

A successful and uninterrupted train of attack continued through 

the whole day of the 6th of June, with but little loss on ollr part •. 

in which Lieutenant Colonel Melville, who led tlte grcIHldiClS of the; 

Army, was much distinguished for promptitude and splfit. Thl> 

capture of the entire island, upon the 7th, was the effect of such 

active energies. 

Nothing farther was achieved during this year, that falls properly 

under my review 1 in the light of conquests. 

Numerous were the gallant single actions that were fought nt 
sea. One of the most prominent for daring &pirit, and stud,-

y 
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peneverance occurred upon the Isd of January, between the Minerva, 

commanded by Captain Alexander Hood. (now Lord Bridport), bf 

.2 guns, and the Warwick. formerly a British sbip of 60, but with 

only 34 mounted. 

Military exploits often derive their chief merit from the bold ide •• 

in which they originate, Such an application may well be advanced 

on the present occasion, for the immense superiority of the enemy, 

must have been early apparent to a seaman's eye. Captain Hood 

was not intimidated at the view of a two decker, but continued the 

chace, until he got close alongside. The Frenchman soon sustained 

damage, which was succeeded by a much greater on the part of the 

Minerva, in the serious loss of her bowsprit and foremast. These 

lleing quickly cleared away t tbis zealous Officer moved once more 

against the Warwick, and towards the close of day renewed the 

combat. Hia brave exertions were crowned with success and with 

1oo00r; a sbare of which his modest recital, diffused amongst his 

Officers, his Seamen, and Marines. 

Another instance endeared to their Country, Captains Faulkener 

3_d Logie. by a well fuught engagemeDt, whicb terminated in tbe 

capture of the Courageux of 740 guns. The Bellona and Brilliant put

tiog into Lisbon to land the wounded. and to discharge their prisoners, 

these unfortunate men applied to the Con.ul of France for relief, but 

he would grant them Ilone. The occasion called forth Britioh 

lIumanity. aDd they were rdieved by those who bad conquered them. 

It would not have b.,n so with the Seamen of Eogland, who 

kindly anticipate •• aDd provide. for the wanta of tbooe her vaillahle 

...... at •• l", ey~ port, and ill "'cr>J ~, 



Our Commerce was also well protected, when we consider its 

vast extent in every quarter of the globe. 

This year carried within it a happy event, by the espousal of our 

beloved Monarch to our most gracious Queen. It has fixed a long 

train of succession to his throne, in a numerous and amiable famil y. 

who yield to none of his Majesty's subjects in patriotism. and high 

talents for the mingled duties of the Cabinet, the Ocean t aud the 

Camp. 

France had shewn, appart:lltly, 3 cordial wish for pea~, but jt 

appeared principally from a motive to distract our Councils, and to 

involve their Spanish Allies in the sad calamities of war. In both sho 

succeeded, for the Country lost one of her most faithful and zealous 

servants in the Right Honourable Mr. Pitt, who resigned nIl his 

employments. and early in the following year we had to combat an 

additional foe. 

At tbe close of 1761 the Field Officers upon the Marino 

Establishment were Lieutenant Colonels Theo. Drury, Richard 

Bendyshe. James Burleigh; Majors, Hector Boisrond, John Mackenzie, 

John Pincell Kempe, Samuel Boucher, Edward Rycaut. John Tufton 

Mason. There were also Majors by Brevet, John Campbell, Claud 

Hamilton, John Bell, Thomas Weightwick, Arthur Tooker Collins. 

y, 



CHAP. XXV. 

ON the 4th day of January, 1762, War was declareu against 

Spain, which was reciprocal on the part of that Power on the I ~th, 

and realized the acute furebodings of Mr. Pitt. 

A treaty framed for consolidating the interests and ambitious views 

of the House of Bourbon, and evidently levelled against the existence 

of our Empire, accelerated this event. So accustomed had the Nation 

been to victory, however, that it beheld this mighty Family Compacl 

without dismay. 

The public energies kept p.ace with the imperious occasion, and 

70,000 Seamen, including 19,061 Marines, comprizctl III I JS 

-companies, formed the naval establishment of the year. 

A plan for the rccluctiun of Martinko, digested by the late 

Minister, was now carried into effect by the forces from North 

America, who had finished a successful career upon that Continent. 

by four battalions drawn froID Belleisle. with strong detachments of 

Seamen and Marines from the Fleet. 

Sixteen sail of the line, and many ships of an inferior rate, 

composed the esCort which set sail from Barbadoes on the 5th of 

January, and anchored in St. Anne"s Bay on the 8th. The batteries 

here were soon silenced by the ships, when Rear-Admiral Rodney 

detached :l squadron, with two brigades, to the Bay of Petite Anee, 
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having orders to debark and take post ther., under the direction of 

Generals Haviland and Grant.; they were afterwards reinforced by 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, with a Corps of Light Infantry. 

Captain Harvey t in the Dragon. procee<\ed against the Grande 

Anee, landed ~ few Seamen and all his Marines, who, by a COID

billed attaok, carried the battery, and occupied it, till relieved by a 

body of 8 00 men, under Lieutenant·Colonel Melville. 

After destroying the works in St. Anne's Bay, the Admiral and 

General Monckton, seeing the difficulties of extending thdr operations 

from that quarter, followed to leeward, and reconnoitring the coast, 

resolved upon landing the whole forces between Point Negro and 

the Cas de Pilote. A squadron having cannonaded the line of 

batteries, secured this object, when the Army was disembarked upon 

the evening and morning of the 16th and 17th of }3J1Uary. 

Nine hundred Marines, formed into two battalions, were united 

with the troops attached to the Brigade of General Rufane, and had 

an active share in the subsequent duties allotted to all. 

The whole encampf>.d. on the heights above the Case de Navires, 

from which the General employed detachments to throw up such 

works as were necessary for covering the passage of the troops over 

some intervening gullies, between them and the enemy on Morne 

Tartenson. 

The disposition of attack being made, Brigadier Grant began it 

with the Frent..h advanced posts, at dawn on the morning of the 

24<th, 'whHe Brigadier Hufade advanced against their redoubts along 

the sea coast upon the . right, seconded by 1000 Seamen in Aat

bottomed boats, keeping pace with it. 



Loid Rall.'s Brit;ade 'iJpported tbeGtolnocliero,aad General 

Wahh willI his, tbe .Corps of Ught Infantry, under Colonel Scott, 

who was ordered to· ·tnake' a circuit. , -with a view to flank or get 

behind the. enemy. This esteatially contributed to Ibe success of 

the day, .s that hody gained their 110ft, and continued to incommode 

it, while tbe Grenadiers were carrying every thing before them. 

Brigadier Rufane performed 1m part with rapid and impetuous 

success, being aided Dl06t spirited-lr by' the Seamen. 

The final result of the day .... · gaining Morne Tartenson, 

other subordinate works haviftg m:my cannon. and driving the 

fupfiti"f'e enemy acl'08S a deep' f8.vine, mtt> the town ' of Fort Royal 

and Morne Gamier • . 

Gonersl Haviland, .,itl .. his Brigade. and two Bsttlions of a 

Highlanders. with a few Light Iilfantry. under Major Leland. were 

dil'<!cted, to effilct a passage""er tbis gully. considerably to the left. 

and cut off a detached force of the French from their main body. 

Insurmountable difficul~s, however, prevented this weU-:designed 

combination; but they did not check their reaching in time to 

support the Light Infantry. under Colonel Scott. in a very 

important post which they had gained opposite to Morne Garnier; 

while an upper plantation of consequence was occupied by Walsh's 

brigade, and the Grenadiers. The space between these two was 

filled by the Marines. . ., 

Batteries "ere open,d on the 25tb against the Citadel. of Fort 

Royal. which being much mooyed ·by the gUns from Morne Garnier, 

it w .. judged expedient to attack it 'on the leti; where the Light 

Infantry and Haviland's brigade were.,' Here:·'C3RftOn were opened 



ogalntt it. ie order to h8l'llll the enemy. and to __ the futwe 

p .... g;, of tbe raviDe. 

An attempt of the French 00 the ",ening of tbe s7th. .;gnalized 

this British outpoot, wbicb drove tbem back, Dot only aef05S tbe gully. 

hut followed them and gained PO,sessiOD of their batterie., wbere 

they established tbemselves; having been gallantly .econded by the 

brigades of Walsh and Grant. Before nine at Dight the enemy had 

abandoned this Itrong ground, and so precipitate was their retreat, 

that they l.ft behind tbem some serviceable ordnance Bnd ammu

nition, which were felt by thc-Citadel.early next morning. 

General Monck.ton, finding his batteries on Morne Tanenson 

at too great a distanr;:e to produce material effect, resolved to push 

OD to Marne Capuchin, little more Iban 400 yards from the Citadel. 

Observing this meditated essay, the enemy beat the c»amade on 

the evening of the sd of February, and terms were signed on the 4th. 

The testi~DODies of the Commanders in Chief to the respective 

Corps were strong and animated. As Uiual, the services of the 

Seamen were arduous in transporting cannon, and fearless amid.t 

dangers. 

Monsieur De La Toucbe, tbe GovernGI1 General. who had 

fallen b""k upo .. St. Pierre, with an inteDt of holding out, soon after 

surrendered, and the extensive dependencies of t-bat valuable island. 

very early availed tholDSelves of tbe benign and faithful tenders of 

BritUh pr*ctioD. 

Tae final cooaeal Qf La Toucbe was much hastened by Ibe 

"aobing Captain HarY6}'. in the Dragon. \0 the harilour of La 

~, wlloue Ioe Iaaolodl .... Seamea aaoI h.iB Marl..... who 



maintained their g,rool1d, and"cOnvinced the en't:my how unavailing 

would be their farther obstinacy. 

This conquest., Which added sO- Much to the luStre of our arms, 

was obtained at' the expenee-of '1 Officers,. s Serjeants. Rnd 86 rank 

and file killed, and 32 Officers, 20 Serjeants, and 337 rank and 

file wounded. 

The enemy experienced Q 1/)58 of nearly IO()O men. ' 

St. Lucia, St. Villcent, and Grenada, feU soon after, undt'r 

our dominion, and added to the .commercial wealth of the 

Nation. 

Soli(l were the results that accrued from the re-peatt'cl triumphs 

of our Fleets and Armies, during 'this active year. The Revenue 

was improved, while the individual became enriched by the con

quered territory, and the spoils of our enemies. 

The rupture with Spain suggested immediatl" enterprize again<:t 

her distant and wealthy Colonies. In this plan. no little or inferiOl 

views controuled our Councils. which boldly dirccted our force at 

once, against the vitals, and the strong hold of her South American 

Empire. 

Lord Anson having submitted his ideas upon the accomplishment 

of this great object, they were readily embraced upon the present 

occasion, and adopted throughout. 

The Fleet and Army which were destined to execute toes. 

designs, were committed to Admiral Pococke, and the Earl of 

Albemarle, who sailed frem Portsmouth on' tlre 5th ' day 'Of March. 

They took only a small force from· England, as they .were tl, 

lle· joined by those troops .. he· bad 'IIcbitYed (1;0 CG"'\lIest.,;fl · tble 
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Fr01lcb Caribbee Islands, to be reinforced by auxiliaries from Jamaica 

and North America; which, with the Marines of the Fleet that 

were subsequently landed, constitutcrl all Army little short of 

15,000 men. 

Admiral Pococke reached Martinique on the 26th of April, 

where every thing was arrnnged, fascines made, the troops brig3dcci, 

::md 500 Negroes collected to perform the rough parts of these 

laborious duties that were before them. 

On the 6th of May the whole put to sea, and, on their passage to 

leeward, were successively joined by the squadrons under Captain 

Harvey and Sir James Douglas. 

It was now that the superior talents and solicitous zeal of 

Admiral Pococke appeared conspicuous. From the very arlvanced 

season of the year no time could be sacrificed in fulfilling his 

instructions, as dilatory measures might have proved ruinous, from 

the setting in of the rains. Two alternatives were before llim-a 

tedious and circuitous navigation round the Island of Cuba, or a 

dangerous passage through the Old Straits of Bahama, Ilitherto 

avoided by single ships, and at no p(Odor! of the world explored 

by so large a Fleet. The latter he ('hose, and it ~,.vas crowned 

with success. 

On the 6th of JUlle the Admiral brought to about five leagues 

to the Eastward of the Havannah, to issue instructions; when having 

confided the superintendance of uisembarking the troops to Com

modore Keppel, he hore away for the mouth of the harbour. 

The ~Marines were ordered into the boats early on the morning 

of the 7th, a. a feiot, while the whole Army, under the Earl of 

Z 


