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“ rebels like Lions, and behaved ‘most bravély,” which Geheral
*¢ Massey communicates to the gartison with vast plessure.

That gallant and good Officer, now Lord Clarina, ever ready
to attend to suppliant merit, and the Soldiers wants, in general
orders of the 24th of February, 1777, thus answers the Petition
of the 1st Battalion of Marines :—

¢ Major General Massey often receiving a petition from the
‘¢ 1st Battalion of Marines (signed Launcelot Poverty), is happy to
“ comply with their request, as their =aform good behaviour,
¢ during the’ winter, well merits that indulgence. It is therefore
‘¢ his orders, that Major Souter permits the men to work as he shall
‘ judge proper, but that no substitutes must be allowed in their
¢ public duty.”

In the month of March, the Commander in Chief expecting some
actual service, was pleased to nominate Lieutenant (now Colonel)
Trollope, with a party of Marines, to be trained under Lieutenant
Gillespie, of the Royal Artillery, to practice quick firing and
traversing the great guns,

Early in April 'the two Battalions were consolidated into one,
by orders of the Board of Admiralty, addressed to Major Souter, to
the following effect :— '

“ By the Commissioners for exccuting the office of Lord High
¢« Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &ec.

‘¢ Whereas the Earl of Sandwich has signified to us his Majesty’s
“ pleasure, that the two Battalions of Marines, serving under your
¢« command, shall be formed into one Battalion, to comsist of one
¢¢ Captain, four Subalterns, five Serjeants, five Corporals, four
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“dfummmers, and 100 private men each, conformable fo the present
establisbment of the Corps, together with the following Field and
Staff Officers, viz. two Majors, one Adjutant, ohe Chaplain, one
Quarter Master, one Surgeon, and one Surgeon’s Mate ; you are
hereby required and directed to form the said two Battalions into
one Battalion accordingly, with the Field and Staff Officers as
before mentioned, and having so done, you are to cause the non-
commissioned Officers and private men which may remain after
this Battalion is formed, to be embarked in such of his Majesty’s
ships serving in North America under the command of Vice
Admiral Viscount Howe, as may be in want of them, agreeable
to the requisition which will 'be made to you by his Lordship for
that purpose ; but with respect to the commissioned Officers, over
and above the number necessary for compleating the said Battalion,
you are to send them to England by the first opportunity that
offers, in order to join their respective Divisions, unless Lord Howe
shall apply to you, for any of them to serve in the ships of his

squadron, in which case you are to supply them accordingly.
“ Given under our hands, Ist Junuvary, 1777.
‘“ SANDWICH, J. BULLER,

“ H, PALLISER.”

« To Major Souter or Commanding Officer

Marines, Halifax.”

*¢ By command of their Lordships,

*“ Puivr, STEPHENS,”
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«s In conscquence of the above arrangement, such Officers as
¢ choose to return to England are desired to give in their names to
¢¢ the Commanding Officer.”

Pursuant to this order from ‘the Board, the following Officers,
non-commissioned Officers, and drummers, were appointed to compose
the new Battalion—

FieLp Orricers—Majors Souter, Hon. John Maitland.

OFFICERS, ORENADIERS. SERJEANTE, CORPORALS. DRUMMERE.

Capt. Averne Markhole Jaffey Sweeton

Lieut, Ragg Sargent Martin Saul

— Vevers Pollock Blake Pichen

—— Stewart West Pike Sidway
Cunningham Saul-—Wallace  Bryald

LLGHT INFANTRY.

Capt. Pitcaim  Davis Ross Edwards

Lieut. Dyer Hill Thurtle Maclean
Short Collier Sutherland Cook
Howe Pritchard Wilkinson Leeson

—— Simms Jarvis Baker

Capt. Elliot Edwards Davis Wm, Cumine

Lieut. Ewing Gallaghar Flinn Grant

——— Moore Pugh Allen Isgrove

—— J. Lewis  Bible Gurney - Wood

Bowman

Pulford—Watkins Smith



LIGHT INFANTRY,

GRENADIERS,

SERJEANTS.

James Silven
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Capt. D. Johnson Pitches
Lieut, Kempe Fitzimons
M‘Donald Hillman

—— Tantum  Newman

~—— Trollope  Franklin—~Perry

Capt, Macdonald Bowden

Lieut, F. Lewis Higgins

~—— Jacobs Southway

—— Shea Bottey

— Gilbert Hardy—Carey

Capt. Griffiths ~ Hayward

Lieut, Eustace =~ Woodhouse

Carey Poole
~—— Meredith  Traffles
~—— Creswell Campbell—Rowe
STAFF.

Doctor Boyles -
John Waller -
Thomas Smith -
Charles Hill -

CORPOL. LS. DRUMMERS,
Wheeler J. Cumine
Jones Foliard
Coopet Flanagan
Almint Lane
Coxan—Tooze
Crea Breffeld
Williamson Morris
Long Birmingham
Pithrick Higgins
Styles
Silby Parker
Handford Robinson
Norraway Shuter
Brookes Roper
Hill Miles

Chaplain.
Adjutant.
Quarter Master
Suigeon

Surgceon’s Mate,
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An’ order, upon the 29th of April, to the Marine Battalion,
extended the allowances of six contingent men to Captains of
Companies, until the pleasure of the Admiralty Board was known.

In consequence of a review of the Battalion by the Commander
in Chief at Halifax, the following after-orders were given out on
the 9th of June :—

¢ Major General Massey approves so very highly of the steadi-
““ ness as well as the appearance of the Corps of Marines which
* he had the honour to review this day, that he returns Major
“ Souter, the Officers, and Soldiers, his most grateful thanks for
‘¢ their performance in the field.”

Licutenant Trollope, of Marines, was appointed to the duty of
attending the Commander in Chief ; and Lieut. Waller as Brigade
Major to the Provincial forces, during 1777.

In December of that year, Lieutenant John Oldfield, who had
lately received a Marine commission, after having served with much
credit as a Volunteer, was directed by General Massey to accompany
Colonel Goreham to Fort Cumberland, in these handsome terms :—

¢¢ Lieutenant Oldfield, of the Battalion of Marines, is to return
¢¢ with Licut. Colonel Gorcham to join the Light Infantry of that
Corps, Lieut, Oldfield having acquired so thorough a knowledge
¢ of that country, which the General hopes will recommend him to
*¢ farther notice and future promotion.”

His Majesty’s ship Milford having run on shore, was nearly lost
in the beginning of December. Such were the exertions of the
Marines upon the occasion, that Sir William Bursaby, her Com-
mander, felt it his incumbent duty to tender them his thanks in
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these words—¢ Sir William Burnaby desires his thanks f‘nay be
“ given to the Officers and men of the Battalion, who so actively
« assisted in getting off his Majesty’s ship Milford.” This was
read to the Companies at evening roll-calling.

Lieutenant Trollope having been appointed Sccretary to Major
General Massey, Lieut, Tantum, a respectable young Officer (who
was afterwards unfortunately drowned in the Ville de Paris), was
attached as an assistant Artillery Officer in his stead; a party of
Marines was trained to the great guns, and the command of the
Half-moon Battery, as well as of the Citadel, was allotted him under
the eveut of an alarm.

Although neither the circumstances of the action, or name of the
achiever, are alluded to in the following detail, still it carries in
it that zealous anxiety to promote discipline, by recompencing merit,
that I cannot omit its insertion.

¢ General Orders, Halifax, February 27, 1778, -

¢ That good Marine Soldier who was yesterday with General
¢ Massey, and who now forgets his name and Company, the
¢ General wishes to see to-morrow morning at ninc o’clock, as he
¢ wants to reward him for his loyalty. General Massey will be
¢« much obliged to Major Souter to order this to be read by an Officer,
*¢ at roll-calling, to the different Companies.”

In April, Lieutenant Jacobs who was an ornament to his Corps,
(subsequently drowned at St. Lucia) was appointed to act as Overseer
to the King’s Works, which were carrying on.

No occasion seemed to have been lost by General Massey in
calling forth talents wherever they were to be found, and applying

2
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themi to the public good. Such precedents, if generally adopted
upon service, would stimulate the Marine Officer to the early study
of every branch of military education. It is but rarely that we are
inclined to devote our attention to sciences which may never be
called into action, and what our professional views seem almost to
render unnecessary. This knowledge may adorn the man, but it
is too often restrained from being useful to our Country,

Upon the 25th of August the Marine Battalion was struck off the
roster of duty in the garrison of Halifax, previous to its embarkation
for Europe,

Major General Massey delivered, in Public Orders of the soth,
his testimony of the general conduct of both Officers and men to
this effect :—

¢ The Commander in Chief cannot part with the Marine Corps,
< without telling them he was pleased with their soldier-like
¢ appearance at the review of yesterday, and now has the pleasing
satisfaction to say, that he has had the honour to command that

Corps for above two years, without ever bearing of a Court Martial
“ in 1t, or ever rebuking an Qfficer or Soldier.

44

e 1

¢ He will thezefore make such a report of that respectable body
of men as they merit, and now wishes Officers and Scldiers
plenty of prize-money, and makes not a doubt but they will
*¢ always contribute to the glory of his Majesty, King George's arms.”

On the 1st day of September the whole embarked, bt in
consequence of a petition from the Lisutenant Governor and Council
of the Province of Nova Sootia, intreating their continuance, in
arder to yield their tribute of respect, the Commander in Chief

<4

44
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was pleased to intimate the following notice, in Public Orders of
the 7th :—

¢ The Lieutenant Governor and Council having made applica-
‘ tion to Major General Massey, praying the Marine Corps may be
¢ detained here, and Lord Viscount Howe having left the deter-
“ mination to him, the Major General is happy to comply with the
¢ Lieutenant Governor’s request ; they, therefore, are to continue in
«¢- the harbour till further orders, and Major Souter will please to
* land the men on board the transports, at either Dartmouth or the

‘¢ Eastern Battery, in order to give them an airing, at such times as

-

“ he may choose to order.”

Notwithstanding that the result of this liberal indulgence pro-
duced a constant intercourse between the town and transports during
their stay, still the same harmony reigned during their sociai hours ;
and to the eternal honour of the meanest Marine Soldier, neither the
merchant, the fatherless, the widow, or the orphan, could cast an
eye after him for an unliquidated shilling. Such conduct necessarily
drew the grateful sentiments of the Constituted Powers, which were
expressed to Major Souter by a letter from Mr. Bulkeley, of which
the following is a copy :—

** Havirax, Sept, 10, 1778,
4 Sir,

“ 1 have singular pleasure in obeying the request of the
¢« Members of his Majesty’s Council, by conveying to you, and
4+ the rest of the Officers, our acknowledgments and thanks for
¢ the good order and discipline abserved by the Battalion of
44 Marines under your command, during the whole time they



238

“ have been on duty in this town. I have the homour te
% be, Sir,

¢ Your most pbedient humble servang,

¢« RigHaARD BULKELEY.”
Major Souter.

Those steady Soldiers soon after sailed for England, and they
continued to preserve the same conduct through all their subsequent
destinies.

I have thus placed this train of honourable retrospect under one
connected view. To have interspersed the incidents amongst the
successive and flecting periods in which they occurred, and what
have been already discussed, would have been uninteresting and
less impressive. I have peculiarly addressed myself to my Corps
throughout this domestic narrative ; and while I have exhibited a
bright pattern of valour, combined with steady discipline, in the
Marine Battalions that were employed upon the soil of America, I
am sanguine to hope, that after having viewed the picture, nof one
amongst our numerous ranks will ever deface its beauties,
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CHAP. XXXIIL

"THE public emergencies called for a very considerable addition
to the Corps of Marines in 1779. Seventeen thousand three hundred
and eighty-nine were voted, being an effective augmentation of
5560.

Early in the year accounts were received of the capture of
Pondicherry, by the united efforts of the Navy under Sir Edward
Vernon, and a large force of European and Company’s troops under
Sir Hector Monro. After more than two months of very fatiguing
duties, owing tothe heavy rains, the siege was brought to that issue,
which invited a general assault.

The works having been much battered in every quarter of
approach, three different attacks were meditated ; against L'Hospital
Bastion to the southward, the East face of the North West Bastion,
and from the sea to the northward.

These arrangements having been made, nearly 200 Seamen,
and all the Marines of the squadron were landed on the 15th of
October 1778, in order to have joined in the storm, which was to
have taken place on the 17th. But Monsieur Bellecomb, who had
hitherto defended himself with much obstinacy, dreading this event,
proposed terms of surrender, which were accepted. Many were of
opinien, ,that had he withstood the onset, its result would tave
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“beent"fatal to the British Army, from the extensive mines that be
might have sprung. '

Admiral Byron, who arrived in the West Tndies'in the beginning
of 1779, rendered our Naval force in that country saperior to the
enemy. He was foiled in every attempt to bring D’Estaing to an
action, who kept close in Martinique.

The English Admiral having gome to leeward, 'with a wiew
to collect the homeward-bound =t St. Kitt's, and to escort them, a
small detachment of French troopr took St. Vincent, after a very
inadequate resistance ; and the conquest of Grenada soon aRer
followed, but under circumstences highly honourable to Lord
Macattney and our arms. At this, D’Estaing, who united in himself
the character of the Soldier and the Seaman, was present, and led a
Fyench column in ‘storming the British lines upom Hospital Hill.
These were carried, after a gallant defence, which led to the
immediate surrender of the Island.

Scarcely was this accomplished, ‘when he was called to act upon
another element by the approach of Admiral Byron, who, deceived
by intelligence as to the French force, hastened down under a press
of sail and in a scattered order. A general ardour pervaded all to
close with the enemy, whose numbers could only be gradually
perceived as they stretched ont from the land. They were at last
discovered to be far superior to the chacing fleet, when the advanced
ships of it, led by Admiral Barrington, nobly seconded by Qaptain,
now Lord Gardinér. in theé Sultan, and Sawyer in the Boyne, had
begun the battle. To these names may be added Captains Colling-
wood, Edwards, and Comwallis, as having been highly distinguished
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on the 6th of July. Lieut, Jonah Veale, of Marines, was killed in
this action, and Lieut. Richards wounded.

D’Estaing evinced a total want of Nawval enterprize through the
day. He returned to Grenada during the following night, while
Admiral Byron proceeded to St. Kitt’s to repair his damages.

The approach of the hurricane season detcrmined the Fiench
Admiral to take refuge, with his fleet, at Hispaniola, whore he
received an urgent call to unite with the Armies of America in
recovering the Province of Georgia. Elated with his success at
Grenada, be anticipated to himself the glory, not only of driving
the British from this Colony, but of exterminating them from ecvery
post which they occupied along the sea-coasts of that Continent.
There was not, to appearance, a force sufficient to stem his
ambitious views; but they were opposed and frustrated by a spirit
which often compensates the want of numbers,

D’Estaing’s arrival on the coast of Georgia, carly in September,
was marked with a partial success by capturing the Experiment, of
50 guns, after a gallant defence on the part of Sir James Wallace.
Unaccustomed to such an event as the capture of an English two-
decker, it was considered as a favourable omen, and swelled his
presumptuous hopes.

The appearance of such an armament struck wonder into General
Prevost and the Garrison of Savannah, which were intended as the
furst victims to its power.

General Lincoln, with the Rebel Army from South Carolina,
hearing of their new allies, moved towards Georgia, to combine in

the attempt.
1
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‘Géneral Prevost issued orders to concemtrate his detachments,
and began to add to his works. Captain Henry, of the Royal
Navy, commanded that force in the river Savannah with much zeal.

It became expedient, upon the nearer advance of the French
Fleet, to move the ships of war close to the town, to land the guns
and Seamen, and to incorporate their Marines with the Grenadiers
of the 60th Regiment.

After D’Estaing -had debarked his army -of 6000 men, be in-
stantly marched against Savannah, without waiting for Lincoln, and
desired the Garison to surrender, on the 16th of September. General
Prevost solicited delay in answering his summons ; in order to give
time for his outposts to join him,

During the critical interval of 24 hours, which were allowed,
that brave and active Officer, Lieut. Celonel Maitland, whom {1
have formerly mentioned, reached Savannah with a force of 80e
men, after having encountered obstacles and difficulties of the most
trying kind. Already, during the campaign of 1779, had he shewn
himself most consummate in all the requisites of a Soldier, by the
stand ‘he made at John’s Island with a handful of men, against ten
times his numbers, under General Lincoln. That deed alone was
enough to fix his military fame, which acquired additional glery by
his wading march from Beaufort, to the relief of Prevost, In this,
few men could have equalled, and nope surpamed his uadaunted
fortitude and steadi.r perseverance. It was the umeams of saving
‘Georgia and its Capital,

Such were his personsl fatigues and anxieties'te yeach the sceme
of his future duties, that both struck at the vitals of his existenoe,



249

which afterwards closed a life long valuable to mankintl by habitual
exercises of the most amiable benevolence, and happy to himself
by the approving consciousness of its having never been stained by
dishonour. The activity of his spirit, however, buoyed him up
under every bodily suffering, while Savannah was besieged by the
enemy.

My limits will not allow me the extent of detail, which was
very creditable to the courage and exertions of all.

Count D’Estaing, little looking for such protracted operations,
and growing impatient under them, determined to storm early on
the morning of the oth of October.

Two feigned attacks by the American Militia, were planned
against the Garrison, to attract its attention to the centre and left,
and it was also resolved that, whilst D’Estaing and Lincoln moved
against Spring-hill redoubt in front, Count Dillon, with another
column, should advance along the edge of a swamp which com-
municates with the river above the town, silently pass the redoubts
and batteries, and thus gain the rear of the British lines. This
column losing its way, was embarrassed in the morasses, and after
the dawn was exposed to a heavy fire, that threw it into a disorder
from which it could not recover.

D’Estaing, under the cover of darkness, got ncar the redoubt
just as the day began to break ; but he was received with incessant
vollies and heavy discharges, which committed a dreadful carnage.
This part of defence was entrusted to Captain Tawse and his little
Corps of Provincial Dragoons, who maintained it with enthusiastic
bravery. Alternately had the French and American standard been

2
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planted on the parapet, when that gallant Chief, defending in person:
the gate of his redoubt, and bis sword still unentangled from the
body of an impetuous Frenchman, received his owh death-wound.
Here there still continued a doubtful contest- for possession, when
Lieut, Colonel Maitland, commanding the force upon the riglit of
our lines, pushed on the 60th Regiment and the Marines, who, with
charged bayonets, soon decided the struggle. The assailants were
driven from the ditch, and retreated quickly, with. the loss of gor
killed and wounded.

It was with difficulty the British could be restrained from
following their superior forces, whose future operations were limited
to the re-embarkation of their troops and stores, and the retreat of
the Rebel Army into South Carolina.

The Count D’Estaing, with a part of his fleet, returned to
France, after having achieved nothing worthy of notice, and his
other ships proceeded for the West Indies.

Throughout this service the Navy were justly entitled to a great
share of merit. Never were the exertions of the Sailors at the great
guns more animated or useful.

Captain, afterwards Colonel Moncrieffé, of the Engineers, ex-
hibited symptoms of the highest talents in his profession ; and a share
of honour truly falls to the lot of Captain Charlton, of the Corps of
Royal Artillery, which has been eminently and uniformly great
upon every service allotted them.

Lieut. Colonel Glazier, who led the Grenadiers and Marines
in the charge which decided the fate of every thing, attracted

much praise.
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.Boon after the raising of the siege, Lieut., Colopel Maitland
fell ‘a sacrifice to his fatigues, which, producing a bilious fever,
deprived his Country of a faithful servant, and the Soldier of a trye
friend.

Sir George Collier was most usefully active during the period of
his command in North America. He undertook nothing in which
he did not succeed, and in every instance of service exhibited a
prompt and decisive mind. The enemy’s Commerce and Naval
Power suffered much by his spirited measures, in which I cannot
follow him,.

In the month of June, Spain, after having received her treasures
in safety, entered the lists against Great Britain, whose situation now
seemed desperate to all the surrounding Powers. But the hour of
danger is the only occasion in which the native spirit of Englishmen
can best be known or appreciated. It called forth that union which
should ever constitute the pride, as it can alone secure the inde-
pendence of a nation. .

Notwithstanding the immense superiority gained by this accession,
still the vigour of our cumbined cnemies was by no means in an
adequate proportion. Their fleets soon after appeared on our coasts,
in numbers we were unable to opposc ; but their exertions against
them were at first repressed by discord, and finally averted by
disease,

The only service upon which the Corps of Marines was employed
during the remainder of the present year, was in the capture of
Omoa, effected by parties from the Charon, Lowestoff, and Pomona

frigates, in conjunction with the Seamen of these ships, who were
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thet were embodied st Truxillo, Commodore Lattrell ‘conducted
the naval part of the expedition, and Captsin: Dalrymple the land
force. Disembarking at Porto Cavallo, they sustained great fatigue
in a night’s march toward the fort, with a view to surprize it, on the
16th of October, Such were their obstacles from morasses filled by
the rains, and intervening precipices, that they found themselves
nearly six miles distant in the morning, and that they were discovered
by the enemy. After giving the men a little respite, Captain
Dalrymple pushed on, drove the Spaniards from an ambuscade,
secured and established posts on the heights round the town and fort,
and having been incommoded by musquetry from the place, he set
it in flames, at which time Commodore Luttrell entered the harbour
-and completed the blockade by sea.

After cannon being landed, and the batteries opemed during some
days, they had produced but little effect upon the enemy’s works;
on which it was resolved to storm them with 150 Seamen and
Marines, united with some loyal Irish, who were to be aided in
their approach by a fire from the ships and the heights, Under this
cover the assailants advanced at four in the morning, against walls
28 feet in height. To these they applied their sealing ladders,
when the storming party, headed by two British Seamen, gained the
top, and being instantly seconded, the Spaniards, paralysed at the
dariog act, begged for quarter.

It is to be regretted that the nawme and local erigin of onme
intrepid Sailor, upon this occasion, should have been lost. Ascending
with two cutlasses, he soon found an enemy almost asleep, whom
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he disdained to sacrifice : rousing him from his shumbers, he put one
info” the “Spaniard's- hand, telling him they were now equal.
Whether from a dislike to the combat, or in gratitude for such

generous conduct, the tender, however, was not accepte(?.

\

The Cemmanders declined some offers of ransom made by the
.enemy which would have been highly advantageous to themselves ;
but they militated against their Country’s interest. This conquest
was obtained with a very trifling loss.

Some valuable captures were brought into our ports during the
year, and our Commerce was well protected.

Sir James Wallace, by an explait in Cancalle Bay, recalled to
the public mind the deeds of former times, by the capture or
destruction of three frigates under the French batteries.

Lieutenant A. J. Field, of the Marines, still lives an instance of
Providence, by an escape from the melancholy fate of too many of
his shipmates in the Quebec frigate, which blew up in action with
La Surveillante.

In this, British valour would have ultimately triumphed; but
it was obliged to yield to destiny. The most amiable manners, in
union with a.cool courage, were the predominant features of Captain
Farmer's character.

Captain Pearson, of the Serapis, ennobled himself by a brave
defence against a much greater force, which assumes an historical
importance, from its happy consequences 2 wﬁa larg:‘ 2&
valuable convoy entrusted to his care. 4 M , e Bt 2ot

An action was fought between his #jestys sth " Pearl and

the Spanish frigate St. Ammonica, which very much signalized
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Captain, now Admiral George Montague, and in which Lieutenant
Fowke, of Marines, was also distinguished. / A h,hnﬂ‘}/

Nothing of attached moment farther, appears within the review
of 1779.

CHAP. XXXIV.

IN every war it has been evident that state necessity has requircd
an annual increase to the establishment of Marines. Eighteen
thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine were the number decreed
for the service of 1780.

It was at this period, and has since been too prevalent a custom,
to embark recruits not only unscienced in discipline, but utterly
untrained to arms. Such deficiencies could only be compensated by
native valour, aided by the care of Officers in rendering them good
marksmen, and by that punctual system which prevails in our ships
of war. A few regular-buslt Soldiers should always be intermingled
with every detachment ; a rule that can only be observed by main-
taining a sufficient strength during peace, or by a prompt levy on
the commencement of hostilities.

The year of 1780 was ushered in by some well-timed successes
of Adpiral Rodney, While nature has so clearly pointed out our
means of defence,hshe has also taught our islanders to greet, -with
tenfold joy, every victory that is gained upon their favourite element.
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After eighteen months of war against an inveterate foe, nothing
had been achieved worthy of being considered as a balance in the
scale ; of course the taking of Langara in the Phcenix, with three
other ships of the line, the explosion of the St. Domingo, and the
destruction of the St. Julian and St. Eugenio, of 70 guns, added
to the recent capture of one 64, escorting a valuable convoy, so
crouded together, filled the Country with general exultation.

Admiral Rodney exhibited much enterprize, although he possessed
superior numbers, by pursuing and vanquishing an cnemy upon his
own coasts, during a most dreadful gale, and on a lee shore, which
had nearly proved fatal to many of his ficet, who, from their ardour,
became entangled amongst the dangerous shoals of St. Lucar.

Sir George Rodney was most ably seconded by the vigour and
counsel of his Captain, Young, whose talents as an Officer stood
meritedly high.

Although the Spaniards fought bravely, still they plainly shewed
that they were no adepts in the most essential branches of discipline ;
as the blowing up of the St. Domingo, and a partial explosion in the
Princessa, proceeded entirely from a want of internal system.

Lieut. Strachan, of Marines, brother to the present Sir Richard,
was killed upon the forecastle of the Edgar in this action.

The immediatc and happy effects of it were the relief of
Gibraltar and Minorca, besides convincing the coasts of the Medi-
terranean that Britain was still able to assert her former dominion on
the seas. The Admiral prosecuted his course for the West Indies,
while the bulk of the Fleet returned to England under a continuance

of the same good fortune.
K x
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Our enemies lost nine sail of the line upon the whole #f this
expedition, which was suggested by mecassity, but terminated ‘Wwith
the most signal consequences.

Accounts were received early in this year of the death of the
celebrated Captain Cooke, at the Island of O’why'he ; in defending
whose valuable life, threatened by a horde of savages, four out of
nine of my Corps shared his destiny.

Long had our avaricious neighbouts, the Dutch, continued to
foment the spirit of rebellion in the Western World, by various
supplies, without which its virulence, nay its existence must have
ceased. With one uniform character for punctuality in dealing, to
an extent and nicety rarely known but in our own land, these moral
virtues, which can alone give joy to the wealthy, are absorbed in
the Hollander by an unceasing pursuit of the same object. The
bonds of nature, and all the ties of honour which unite nation to
nation, are sacrificed by him to the call of self-interest. This
friendly passion, and the repeated injuries sustained by England,
brought on a rupture between the two countries, friends by alliance,
but enemies in their principles of action.

The detention of Count Byland added fuel to the flame, by
furnishing means to the emissaries of France, in Holland, who were
active in working upon the popular mind. From the beginning
of 1780, the cause of these hostilities, which commenced towards
the close of the year, may be dated.

The conduct of 'the meutral Powess, at this crisis of accamulating
difficulties, was equally ungrateful. At the bhead of them was
Russia, whom we had nurtured in Naval tacties and the arts of



b

civilization, by a long train of fiieadly goed offices: But her early
energies were levelled against the life of her Patroness, amd in
defiance, too, of that maritime code of laws, whicli had been long
recogmized by Europe as the fixed standard of commercial inter-
course.

If ever there was a period of our existence that urged general
union it was this. Our Country scemed doomed to destruction, and,
like vultures hurried on by instinct to the spot of animal dissolution,
every nation crouded against our island to lay claim for its share of
our tottering Empire. To prevent the repetition of such a period
in our history, a fostering care of our Navy, and every branch
attached to it, appears the wisest system, and the most incumbent
duty.

Sir Henry Clinten having been freed from every fear by the
glorious repulse of D’Estaing from Savannah, had it in his power to
carry the British arms to any part of the American coast. His first
essay was aimed against the province of Seuth Carolina, and his
operations commenced on the 1st of April against Charlestown, its
Capital, after having landed upon Joha’s Island, and from thence
advancing by slow steps; which: afforded time to the Rebels of
fortifying every point of defence.

Admiral Arbuthnot, with the squadron, soon after passed Foit
Moultrie with trifling loss, and anchored just without the range of
shet from the town, which completed its investment towards the
sea, though a communication was unavoidably open between the
Garrison and the Country, by means of Cooper’s River to the North-

2
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east. This was soon cut off by a large detachment under Colonel
Webster, which General Clinton was enabled to spare, from his
access to the sea being kept up by the ships of war., A very brilliant
affair took place betwecn the advanced guard of that force and a
body of Americans, at Monk’s Corner, which 1eflected much honour
upon Colonel Tarleton and Major Fergusson, the formei of whom,
soon after, very justly secured permanent fame, by beating a Rebel
Corps of Cavalry upon the banks of the Santee.

Early in May, the besiegers having completed their third parallel,
Captain Hudson, of the Navy, was landed with 200 Seamen and
Marines on Sullivan’s Island, in order to have stormed the important
post of Fort Moultiie, at the same time the ships were to attack by
sea. The gariison surrendered to that party on the 6th of May.
This had a strong effect upon our subsequent operations, as the town
fell by capitulation on the t2th,

Very high commendations were bestowed upon Generals Earl
Comwallis, Leslie, and Pateison ; Lieut. Colonels Webster and
Tarleton, and Major Moncricffe, also had their share of applause in
Sir Henry Clinton’s detail. The services of Captain Elphinstone,
now Lord Keith, were also very signal. Much good was anticipated
from this happy event, which was not, however, eventually
realized.

The gallant exertions of Lord Cornwallis in the subsequent
progress of the campaign, upon a minute retrospect, must rank him
as a great and a zealous Officer. Colonel Tarleton also stands high

upon its annals, which will be recognized in terms of eulogium by
posterity.
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Admiral Rodney, who had proceeded to the West Indies from
Gibraltar, found himself opposed to a superior force of the enemy.
Confiding in the long-tried valour of a British Fleet, he was deter-
mined, however, to dispute the palm with them. Monsieur Guichen,
previous to his arrival, had paraded before St. Lucia, scemingly
with a view of attempting something; but Rear-Admiral Hyde
Parker and General Vaughan had evidently made such judicious
dispositions, as deterred him from even a partial trial of force. Sir
George Rodney soon returned the visit, and offered battle, which
was not accepted. Leaving some coppercd frigates to watch their
motions, he returned to Gros Islet Bay,

In the night of the 15th of April, De Guichen put to sca, and
was quickly followed, when a general chace ensued. At the close
of day on the 16th, the English formed into line, and a series of able
mancenvring on both sides took place next morning. At eleven the
conflict began, which ended after four, when the cnemy bore away.
The English Fleet, obliged to repair its damages, could not pursue,

Most tremendous was the fire of the Sandwich, Admiral Rodney’s
ship, upon that day, and so visible were its effects, that it is impos-
sible to calculate what can be achieved by Britons, when their valour
is let loose, against any force, however great. Captain Carey, of
Marines, was wounded in the Grafton, and Lieut. Herriot, who
now so ably conducts a well-known paper entitled The Sun, in the
Elizabeth.

Regaining sight of the French Fleet, they run for shelter under
the guns of Guadaloupe upon the 20th. The talents of Captain
Young, of the Sandwich, were peculiarly displayed upon this
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oocssion, and were most aueiliacy to the Commanders in Chief.,
Thus was the Empire of these Seas recovered by an inferior Fleet,
which was productive, however, only of a flimsy tiiumph, as there
were no English troops to follow it up by an attack upon their
islands. English commerce, however, was protected, while that of
the French suffered much. Two other actions of lesser note wete
fought on the 15th and 19th of May, but equally indecisive,

The spirited countenance of Captain, now Admiral Cornwallis,
off Monte Christi, in the Lion, of 64 guns, having under him the
Bristol of 50, and Janus of 44, which were opposed by Monsieur
La Motte Picquet, reputed one of the best Officers in the Fremch
Navy, with four 74 gun-ships and two frigates, must-ever be noticed
as onc of the most brilliant incidents of the American war.

It has been the lot of that brave man, to have saved to his
Country, in two instances, a respectable portion of her Naval forces,
when apparently doomed to fall and overwhelmed by numbers.
With his little squadron he resisted, successfully, this united attack,
through the night of the 20th of March, and on the following day
maintained the unequal combet nearly three hours. ©n the ged
the Fnglish Ruby, of 64 guns, and two frigates appeared, with
which he, in turn, became the pursuer of La Motte Picquet, who,
by his own account, and in the true spirit of a Frenchman, asserted
his claim #a feve bearts, as being emblematical of. his courage.

Some single actions were fought during 1780, that would: have
done honour to any, period of cur maritime greataossy

Amongst these may be noticed thre capture of La Capricicuse,
of 44 gums, by La Prudente frigate, Captain Waldegeave, now lierd
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Radsdale. Speaking of the condudt of his Marines on this occasion,
he sﬁys, ¢ Im justice to Lieutenant Banks.of the Marimes, I must beg
¢ Jeave to observe to their Lordships, that his party bebaved with the
““ utmost steadiness and bravery, keeping up a regular and constant
“ fire from the beginning of the action, till necessity called them
“ tn the great guns, when they shewed an equal share of spirit and
‘¢ good order.”

Another terminated in the taking of La Nymphe by the Flora,
Captain Peere Williams, which was manned principally by landsmen,
and a raw party of Marines. Soon after the conflict began, the
Flora’s whecl was shot away, when both ships fell on board cach
other. This afforded some instances of individual gallantry, by
repelling the enemy’s boarders, and by the British returning the
compliment, and eventually striking the flag of La Nymphe.
Although ecomplete adepts in the small sword, still it proved
unavailing against the cutlass and the axe.

Lieutenant, now Captain Busigny of Marines, very much
distinguished himself, and his sword bore marks of his valour.

Although not properly wilhin my scope, still the bravery of
Captain Moore in the Fame privateer of Dublin, cannot pass
unnoticed. It reflected honour upon his Country. In his little ship
of 24 guns and 108 men, he attacked five sail of the enemy formed
into line, carrying 54 guns and 167 sailors. Four out of that number
were taken, and recompensed bis courage by their wealth.

The alertness of a British Seaman, whose naise cannot be retraced,
was the means of developeing sufficient matter for reprisals against
the Dutch, upon the 20th of December, Never did there appear such
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a scene of low intrigue, and selfish cunning as in these papers which
were saved from the ocean, They betrayed a treaty of commerce,
which had existed, in secret, ever since 1778, with the rebel states,
which would have been soon cemented by one of alliance, under the
same dark cover, if this disaster had not discovered all, and brought
down the vengeance of Britain for such perfidy.

CHAP., XXXV,

TWENTY thousand three hundred and seventeen Marines were
voted for the service of 1781,

The widely extended commerce of Holland now lay open to
general enterprize, which was soon successfully exerted, As avarice
was the predominant cause of hostilities, so it was the object of
chastisement.

Gibraltar attracted the early attention of our Ministry, by an
effort to relieve it, which was accomplished by Admiral Darby, with
the Grand Fleet, under circumstances of apparent difficulty, but of
cventual good fortune. If the Combined Forces had been united,
which was their annual policy and within their power, such an

attempt must have been abortive, or performed at an unwarrantable
risk.
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That fortress persevered in a system of defence, peculiarly
destructive to the enemy, and of a kind the most honorable to
General Elliot and his garrison. Captain Hervey in the Panther,
with his small squadron, also gave proofs of wonderful courage, in
frustrating the aim of some fire vessels that were employed to burn it.

France always intent upon her own interests, embraced this
occasion of reinforcing her West India fleets by a powerful detachment
under the Compte De Grasse. This became necessary, from the
return of De Guichen to Europe, who, after having joined Don
Solano’s fleet, went down to Hispaniola, with an evident purpose
of attacking Jamaica, but from whom he separated witliout a stroke,
Although the battles of Admiial Rodney afforded no signal marks
of victory in captures, still their effects had a strong influence in the
conduct of De Guichen for proceeding homewards with those shattered
ships, from amongst his fleet, that could be refitted only in Europe.

Holland soon felt the consequences of its baseness, by the loss
of all its West India possessions, and some valuable convoys. ‘The
free port of St. Eustatius, hitherto the depot of Amecrica, and of every
adventurer who had money, fell early in Fcbruary without firing a
gun. Demerara, Issequibo, and the Dutch Settlements on the
Spanish main were successively taken, together with the Mars of
60 guns, Admiral Krowl, with 28 sail of merchantmen under Lis
protection, who was killed by a musquet ball, in a short action with
the Monarch, Captain Reynolds.

Sir Samuel, now Lord Hood, having been soon after scnt to
windward to cruize for De Grasse, was limited (o a station, which

gave little hope of ultimate success,
L
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Three sail of the line were unfortunately retained at St. Eustatius,
which would have been a valuable addition to his force, thus inferior
to the expected arrivals from France.

The British Admiral continued off Fort Royal, Martinique, until
the 28th of April, when a signal was made for the enemy’s approach.
Every effort was used to close with the land, and of course with them,
who, in line of battle, on the morning of the 29th, afforded protection
to a numerous convoy that soon reached a safe anchorage. Dc Grasse
was immediately strengthened by 4 ships of the line, from the Bay,
which authorized him to have followed up the most decisive views.
Sir Samuel Hood formed his fleet into close order, and was joined by
the Piince William of 64 guns, Captain Stair Douglas, who then
watered at St. Lucia, but had weighed with an unexampled dispatch

to share in the conflict, and who continued to cheer along the British
Line, until he fell into his station.

-

De Grasse opened his fire, but at a distance little calculated to
balance the scale of victory. He had the option of it though he never
availed himself of his fortune. Three hours cannonade was kept up,
during which it appeared that the French powder was much stronger
than ours, when the British Admiral seeing the unavailing expendi-
ture ceased to waste it.

This period could not boast of that liberal attention to the seaman’s
wants, which has characterized our Country, during the late war,
towards her naval servants. Scurvy, atthat time, was the prevalent
disease in our fleet, and this had reached an alarming height in
many of the ships attached to Sir Samuel Hood,
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The world too generally ground their opinions upon external
circufnstances, without examining minutely into inferior details,
which, wher known, will be considered, by the judicious, as often
constituting the solid merits of human action. To a great superiority
of fresh ships and healthy crews, as yet unbraced by the climate,
Adniral Hood was opposed with 7 sail less in number, reduced in
effective strength by scurvy, and against an enemy, whose naval
confidence had never arrived at a greater summit. That steady
countenance which he evinced in their presence, was yet surpassed
by a noble effort, on the following day, which shewed the invincible
spitit of his mind, and these resources so usually annexed to
magnanimity and talents.

Observing the scattered order of the French, and catching a
change of wind in his favor, not common in that Country, he directcd
a general chace, and levelled all his force against their most
vulnerable point.

But the elements were fickle, and disappointed his manly views,
after which he bore up for Antigua to refit, and land his wounded.
The interval was seized by De Bouillé and De Grasse to carry St.
Lucia, who were happily resisted by the united energies of Captain
Campbell of the 87th Regiment, and Liecutenant, afterwards the
unfortunate but amiable Captain Miller of the Theseus. Improving
the same occasion, another, but mote prosperous expedition, was
undertaken against Tobago, which was finally seconded by the
whole French fleet and army.

Sir George Rodney, having assumed the command, reached

Barbadoes on the 23d of May, where he learned the attack upon
2
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that island, Lieutenant Johnstone of Marines was sent in an Advice
Boat in order to gain intelligence, and other information of a secret
nature. His ability and zeal fully qualified him for the task, but
nothing could avert its surrender, after two fruitless attempts to
relieve it. This may be said to have ended the campaign of 1781,
in the West Indies.

In this summer the total reduction of West Florida was effected
by the Spaniards, who persevered in recovering the possessions,
formerly wrested from them. The combined fleets, after coveringa
debarkation at Minorca, towards the close of August, proceeded in
triumph to the mouth of the British Channel, while Admiral Darby
retired to Torbay. Discord and sickness were again the agents of
heaven to counteract their menaces, and a kind Providence wafted
home our commerce in safety, soon after those powerful enemies had
cach returned to his own ports.

The 5th of August exhibited a display of obstinate bravery not
unworthy of former times, when the Empire of the Seas was so
strenuously disputed by Great Britain and Holland. Two squadrons
headed by Officers, who were animated by the same stein spirit, met
on the Dogger Bank, each with a convoy under his protection.
Having secured their safety, Admiral Parker bore down against his
rival, Zoutman, who coolly awaited his approach until he reached
the good old measure for deciding their Country's differences and
prowess. Aftera close conflict of three hours and a half, the Dutch
resigned the palm by bearing up for the Texel. Captain Campbell of
Marines, in the Berwick, and Lieut. Stewart of the same ship,
besides Lieut. Cuthbert of the Dolphin, were the Officers that fall
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under my review of casualties in wounded on that occasion. The
sinking of one of their 74's after the action, the safe return of a
valuable and important fleet into our ports, while that of the enemy
flew for shelter into their own, were the consequent fruits, and must
be undisputed evidences of victory.

During this unfortunate war, the similarity of language and of
manners, had introduced into the bosom of our Country many an
American Incendiary, who, without suspicion, were either the imme-
diate Emissaries or maintained a correspondence with those of France,
Inviolable secrecy must ever be the life of foreign expeditions, but it
unhappily did not exist at this era, and more particularly in that
which was set on foot against the Dutch Settlement at the Cape of
Good Hope.

This was undertaken under the joint auspices of Comimodore
Johnstone and General Meadowes, who departed from England on
the 13th of March, and reached Port Praya Bay, in St. Jago, one of
the Cape de Verd islands, on the 10th of April.

During war there ought never be too confident a security.
Vigilance and alertness are the essence of discipline, and they never
should be relinquished even within the bosum of a friendly country.
A surprize can find no palliation.

Anchored in a scattered formm, which a little time could not
entirely remedy, our squadron was unexpectedly assailed by Admiral
Suffrein, one of the few of his countrymen who met Englishien on
their favourite plan of close fighting, and whom the early intelligence
of his court had detached with a force sufficient to counteract the
schemes of our Cabinet, After a most spirited attack which strongly
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attested his enterprizc and courage,. he was repulsed by British
valour, and his ships so much shattered as to hold out to the
Commodore the prospect of an ultimate triumph.

The enemy were afterwards chaced, but more imperious and future
views put an end to the pursuit. That good and gallant Officer Capt.
now Sir Thomas Pasley, of the Jupiter, Capt. Alms, of the Monmouth,
and Captain Hawker, of the Hero, were particularly noticed by
their Chief. for their conduct through the day. Great and animated
were the exertions of some of the East Indiamen, and the steady coun-
tenance of Capt. Jenkinson and his detachment of the 98th Regiment,
in repelling the enemy’s boarders from the Fortitude, attracted much
deserved praise. Suffrein having anticipated Commodore Johnstone,
in reaching the Cape, threw into the ganison every necessary supply,
which precluded all hopes of succeeding against it, and changed
the future plan of the expedition. Having received notice of five
Dutch East Indiamen being in Saldahna Bay, forty miles north from
the Cape, the squadron shaped its course thither, and made prizes of
four, the other having been set on fire. This was a deep cut upon
our avaricious foe. The French Admiral went on to India, and
General Meadows proceeded under a proper cscort to the same quarter,
while the Commodore returned to England.

Notwithstanding the diminished territories of France in the East,
still the zeal and ability of her Agents, well versed in intrigue, had
the address, not only to reconcile the existing contentions between
Hyder Ally and the Mabrattas, but to direct their united power
against our wide possessions in that part of the world. These were

to be supported by promised aids from Bourbon and the Mauritius, gs
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well as auxiliaries from many of the petty Princes of Hindostan, who
eagerly acceded to the coalition.

The apathy of the Presidency at Madras, at this momentous
crisis, was highly criminal. No steps were taken to concentrate
their troops, although they were long apprized of Hyder's views, who,
like a torrent, came down from the mountains and eutered the
Carnatic with an army of 100,000 men. Sir Hector Monro, at last,
took the field against this host, and having raised the sicge of Arcot,
fixed his post at Conjeverane, where he awaited his expected
reinforcements from the Tanjore Country in the South, and those
from the Guntaz Circar in the North,

This being merely introductory matter to future discussion, in
which my corps was called forth, my detail of these movements
must be concise.

The world well knows the sad disaster of Colonel Baillie's
detachment from the latter Country, in which was also involved that
of Colonel Fletcher from the Main Army, after having exhibited the
most extraordinary feats of Europcan valour. From unaccountable
causes, no effort, worthy of the occasion, was made to alienate the
doom of those brave, but unfortunate men. The immediate con-
sequences were the retreat of General Monro to the Mount, and the
Carnatic being overrun by Hyder and his savage legions. Rupid
were his successes, and Madras itsclf anticipated the horrors of a siege
from this relentless invader.

The energies of the Council of Bengal were patriotically great
under these perilous events. Casting an eye towards that distingushed

Veteran, Sir Eyre Coote, he was with one gencral voice called forth
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to retrieve these calamities, He accordingly embarked from Calcutta,
with a force, while some seapoy battalions marched from Bengal to
the Carnatic. General Goddard was directed to transport a
detachment from his army acting against the Mahrattas, and Sir
Edward Hughes, with his fleet, was solicited to block up the ports
of Hyder, onthe coast of Malabar. The Government of Bombay was
likewise ordered to alarm bis dominions.

Sir Eyre Coote quickly restored its wonted lustre to the British
arms by a series of brilliant efforts, during 1781, that enabled him,
after the destruction of Hyder's naval force at Calicut and Mangalore,
by Sir Edward Hughes, to send an adequate detachment for the
reduction of Negapatam, which was committed to Sir Hector Monro,
who assumed the command of the troops in the Tanjore Country, and
who was enjoined to co-operate in the attempt with Admiral Hughes
and his squadron. Hyder Ally had placed a strong garrison in the
Fort, and occupied many strong holds within that Province and on
its borders.

Preparatory for this object a number of the Company’s troops
reached Nagore on the 21st of October, which were soon headed by
General Monro, who landed from the Syperbe. Sir Edward Hughes
disembarked his Marines, consisting of 443, on the same day, and a
battalion of 827 seamen upon the 22d. The looked for shift of the
Monsoon, and lateness of the season prompted the most active
measures, Owing to a heavy surf the cannon and all necessary
implements were conveyed by rafts to the shore, in which the zeal of
our Sailors, under the superintendance of Captain Ball, was meost
praiseworthy.
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The enemy having thrown up strong lines flanked by redoubts,
to defend the approaches to Negapatam, they were stormed and
carried on the night of the 29th; much of the success and glory of
which very justly attached to the Seamen and Marines, whose
intrepidity was never more conspicuous. They also evinced an
unrelaxed zeal in prosecuting the necessary works of labour. During
the siege two sorties were attempted by the garrison, which originally
consisted of 8000 men, but in each they were quickly repulsed.
After a severe and well aimed fire, from the 3d to the t2th of
November, the Dutch proposed terms which were accepted.

During the whole course of this fatiguing service, 17 Seamen fell,
and 27 were wounded, and the detail of Marines was 13 killed, and
29 casualties, most of whom died, besides a number of both who
became victims to sudden cramps, the effects of hard duty amidst
the rains.

The happy results of this conquest were the immediate cvacuation
of every post in the Tanjore by Hyder’s troops, and the return to
allegiance of all those petty Princes who had been seduced, by him,
from their obedience to the Nabob of the Carnatic.

On the 25th of October the Seamen and Marines were re-
embarked ; when, following up his farther plans, the Admiral set
sail for Trincomale upon the 2d of December, where he arrived
the 4th. Early in the succeeding morning the Marines, to whom
two field picces were attached, were again put on shore, and they
were soon joined by a body of Seamen, who, with some Seapoy
pioneers, instantly formed and marched towards the fort of Trincomale,

While its Governor was employed in framing terms of capitulation,
M wm
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Lient. Samuel O, at the head of the Marine Grenadier Campany,
intrepidly rushed through the gateway, and saved him the troubls
of such a discussion—taking prisoners three ‘Officers and 40 men.
This bold exploit led to the most important consequences, as the font
commanded, with 10 pieces of cannon, the only piace where the
requisite stoses could be landed for the Army. The enemy’s defences
now became limited to Fort Ostenburgh, situated on the top of a hill
which sweeped the harbour, and on the summit of another above it,
where there was posted an Officer’s guard. From this they were
driven by a detachment of Seamen and Marines, who in every essay
were entrusted to execute those hazarduous and honorable duties, A
summons was then tendered to the Governor, whose reply was firm.
Finding that he was not to be intimidated by threats, a general storm
was planned and executed on the 11th by 450 Seamer and Marines,
who, in column, and their flanks covered by pioneers, followed by
20 Sailors with scaling ladders, end supported by a reserve of six
companies of both descriptions, advanced against the fort early on the
morning of that day. These were farther strengthened by some
native troops in the rear.

A Serjeant’s party of Marines, i front of the whole, most promptly
got into the embrasures, unperceived by the enemy, who, being
seconded with much alacrity, the Dutch were finally driven from
their works, the fort gained, aud with it all the ships in the hatbous,
Much do I regret in not being able to give the name of this gallant
Serjeant, who seemed to have combined talents with spirit. To
commemorate the woirthy deeds of the meanest Soldier, s a tribute
justly due to him. The extensive observance of it would tend te
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rouse emulation, and the jealous pride of character. He who knows
that he stands on the page of record, will be loth to forfeit so
honorable a distinction. It is a conscious dignity which will accom-
pany him into society, when his Country no longer wants his services;
would diffuse its loyal influence amongst the private walks of life,
and reanimate the possessor to become a ready Volunteer under every
public emergency. If disabled by years, he may, perhaps, have an
offspring, whom he chearfully sends forth to battle, not the obdurate
and callous victims to injured laws, not the mercenary and wretched
auxiliaries of necessitous expedient, but the manly and independent as-
sertors of Britain’s rights and freedom. In resigned confidence, most
willingly would he entrust their destinies to a corps, where courage
and conduct never remain unnoticed, and are neither forgotten or
pass away without recompence.

Fort Ostenburgh was not gained, however, without a contest and
loss ; Lieutenant Long, who commanded a company of Seamen, was
slaim, besides 20 non-commissioned and private Sailors and Marines;
Lieutenant Wolseley, of the Royal Navy, and Lieutenant Orr, of the
Marine Grenadier Company, who officiated as Brigade Major with
much credit to himself throughout this service, weie wounded, as
wetl as 40 of both descriptions.~~Humanity, the brightest gem in the
capof a Soldier, became the property of each assaulter ; who, when
resmtance c¢ased, spared, in every instance, his suppliant foe.
Thus were owr unnatural enemies expelled from the coast of
Coremandel, Unanimity, the sure presage of success, was early

apparent, and uniformly prevailed.
2



““T'cannot yield a higher testimony, as to the merits of my Corps, than
that which was bestowed by Sir Edward' Hughes, in these w'oi'ds:
¢ The whole of the Officers, who have been landed from the
‘¢ squadron for the attack of Negapatam, and this place, (Trincomale),
*“ have, on all occasions, manifested much honor, courage, and good
‘ conduct, and the private Seamen and Marines have acted with
¢ great steadiness and bravery.” Major Geils, of -the East India
Company’s Engineers, evinced great professional knowledge in his
department.

After a most active campaign to the southward, during the
progress of which Earl Cornwallis appeared in his wonted attitudes
of a great and zealous Officer, the affairs of America were much on
the decline, and it was not from their own energies alone they could
now hope for that independence which had been their sanguine
avowal, and the summit of all their aims. Every military resource
began to fail in the summer of 1781, and it was only by one bold
effort, or an instantaneous appeal for foreign aid, that their desponding
troops could be longer kept together, or their expiring prospects be
rekindled. .

At this awful period the genius of Washington was exerted as a
Politician as well as a General. Mons. Barras had arrived at Rhode
Island to assume the command of the French squadron there, whither
the Rebel Chief hastened to impart the secrets of his anxious heart.
In a conference with General Rochambeau a joint attack upon New
York was designed; for which future purpose, Washington in a
formal demand urged thc immediate completion of every battalion im
his Army, as well as a strong levy from New England. The bearer of
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these dispatches, with all his papers, fell into the hands of the British,
under Sir H. Clinton, who considered it his duty to prepare against
the meditated blow. Orders were accordingly transmitted to Earl
Cornwallis to detach from his Army in Virginia, when mutual discus-
sions betwixt those distinguished Comypanders ensued, upon which
I feel no authority to enlarge, that finally limited his Lordship to the
defence of York Town and Gloucester, in the River Chesapeak,
upon the 22d of August.

The French and American Armies united at the close of June,
but they could attempt nothing against the formidable position
occupied by General Clinton, at Kingsbridge, or could they strike
at any other quarter without the support of a superior fleet. After a
tedious suspence, news reached them of the approach of Admiral
De Grasse, who intimated his intention of entering the Chesapeak,
After baving indicated views upon New York, the combined force
suddenly struck across the Jerseys, in order to co-operate and level all
their power against the defenceless posts of York Town and Gloucester,

Sir Samuel Hood reached Sandy Hook on the 28th of August,
when the command devolving upon Rear Admiral Greaves, he put
to sea on the 31st with 19 sail of the line, the day after De Grasse
had anchored in the Chesapcak with 28, The Fiench Admiral
immediately commenced the blockade of York River, having detached
four of these to carry on different services in James River, and with
the rest bringing up in Lynn-haven-bay.

The British fleet got sight of the Capes of Virginia on the morning
of the sth of September, and in a few hours observed the French
workiag out in a very confused manner, forming their line as they
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‘besk could, after cleering Cape Hensy. Sir Samuel Hoed then led
the van with his division, whose acule eye, poticing the moment of
striking a decisive blow, he resolved to seize the eccasion by solicit-
ing his second, Captain Reynolds (the present Lord Ducie} in the
Monarch, to lead him down within point blank shot of the scattered
enemy. To this order Capt. Reynolds’s reply was, ¢ Thatl will, Sir
Samuel, with a most sincere pleasure.” In an imstant bis ship obeyed
the summons, and was advancing with hasty strides to victory,
but her signal was made to haul the wiad, and to resume her station
in the line.~—An action afterwards commenced, in no sespect warthy
of notice, but that of rendering the gallantry of Captains Robinson
and Molloy, of the Shrewsbury and Intrepid, very highly censpicusus.

This was followed by the return of each fleet to the anchorage
it bad left. De Grasse preferred the emancipation of America, to a
precarious combat on the sea.

Sir Henry Clinton attempted a diversion in Couwmecticut, but
nothing could attract General Washington from his main object.
United to Rochambeau they pushed on to the head of Elk River,
where their troops were received on board of French transports, and
soon joimed those at Williamsburgh under Generals La Fayette and

Moving forward to York Town, Earl Corawallis withdsew
within its works on the 29th of September, with the resolve of
preserving it, until relieved by promised succours from the serthward.
Seme parties of Marines, from frigates in the river, were incorparated
with his gazrisen, of whom his Lordship was pleased to make honourable
mention in the public details of his persevering defence. Speaking
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of a redoubt which was advanced over'a creek upon the right of the
British Lines, he says, that it was meintained against the fire of
several batteries, with wncommon gallantry, by about 120 men of the
23d Regiment and Marines. This body, underthe command of
Captain Apthorpe, and subsequently strengthened by detachments
under Lieutenant Colonel Johnstone, received his Lordship’s most
grateful encomiums at the unfortunate close of all their operations.
The post at Gloucester fell with that of York Town, whose garrison
met with those soothing attentions and sympathy, which a brave
enemy ever extends to a worthy opponent.

Admiral Kempenfelt, in December, achieved the capture of some
transports and store ships, protected by a very superior force, which
demenstrated that his great mautical abilities were not confined to
theory alone. His exploit, in sight of De Guichen, with neatly
double his own strength, was much enhanced, when we remember
that it occurred in days too barren of such exawijftes.

Some brilliant single actions, at sea, occurred during the year,
amongst the foremost of which was that fought between the Nonsuch,
of 64, Sir James Wallace, and a Fiench 80 gun ship. After a loss
of 90 Seamen and Marines killed and wounded, Si1 James could not
follow his flying foe. Lieutenant Fowke, of Marines, a most
promising Officer, was Kkilled in the Pearl, Captain Montague, in
an action which terminated in the capture of L'Esperance Letter of
Marque, on the coast of America.
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CHAP. XXXVI,

TWENTY-ONE thousand three hundred and five Marines were
voted for the year 1782.

Accounts were received in March of the fall of Minorca, after
sustaining a siege which immortalized its defender, General Murray,
and his brave garrison, It was scurvy alone that conquered it,
which a body of Seamen, formed into a Marine Corps, withstood.
Many were the honourable traits of patience and zeal shewn by the
Soldiery of every description, through sufferings unde:r disease and
fatiguing duties. The Royal Artillery was, as usual, conspicuous
for their courage and, gxertions.

The disasters of the last year, and a change of Administration,
whose views and sentiments, as to the future conduct of the wai,
were very opposite to those of their predecessors, produced a suspen-
sion of every offensive attempt upon the American Continent.

The West Indies was doomed to become the theatre of our Naval
efforts, and the scene on which to revive our drooping glory. Sir
Samuel Hood commanded the English Fleet in that quarter, after
his return from Awmerica ; but was opposed to De Grasse at the head
of overpowering numpers. No cxample of our history can afford
a brighter instance of daring enterprize, with practical science, than
was evinced by the Biitish Chief in attempting the relief of St. Kitts.
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Although it was not succeeded by fortunate events, still that does
not shade its merit, His able plan of attacking an immense superiority
at anchor in the road of Basscterre, was supcrseded by the French
Admiral, who, decoyed by his able manceuvres, relinquished that
advantage, which was quickly seized by his acute opponent.

In the different actions that followed, Captain, now Col. Strickland,
and Lieuts. Forster and Griffiths, of Marines, were wounded.

A want of troops placed not within Sir Samuel’s power to raise
the siege of Brimstone Hill, which held out as long as possibie, but
at last capitulated on honourable terms.

My bounds will not allow me to extend these details, in which
the Marine Corps bore always a zealous, though a subordinate sharc,

Rear-Admiral Hood soon after joined Sir George Rodney, who
brought out a powerful reinforcement of ships, that was most judig:i-
ously augmented by the single arrivals of others; by which method
the West India Fleet became superior to the enemy, without their
being apprized of it.

A train of success had elated De Grasse, who, with a mighty
force, put to sea from Martinique on the 8th of April, in the certain
confidence of adding Jamaica to his other conquests. The British
Fleet soon followed him, and a partial affair took place on the oth ;
when an opportunity was lost by the French, of making a serious
impression on the English van, under Sir Samuel Hood, unsupported
by the centse and rear, from a casual failure of wind, under the
island of Dominique.

Little hope of bringing the enemy to a decisive battle continued
from that day, until the 11th, when a general chace was directed

N~
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against two ships, whose recent damages had forced to leeward of
their fleet, and exposed them to capture. Obsert;ing their danger,
De Grasse, who might have weathered Guadaloupe, saciificing that
object, bore up to save them.

The Zelé falling on board the Ville de Paris during the night,
by which she lost her main-mast, was chaced in the morning by the
Monarch, to support which ship the French Admiral hazarded all,
with his united force. Captain Reynolds was then recalled to his
station in the line, and the conflict began at seven, on the 12th of
April. That glorious day, with its important consequences, at so
critical a period of our history, must be recognized by the latest
posterity. To particularize any belongs not to me on so great an
occasion, where all were entitled to praisc. The high talents of
Sir Charles Douglas afforded his gallant superior much uscful aid
through the day.

De Grasse being carried a captive to that island which he had
but a little while ago viewed the certain spot of his triumphs as a
conqueror, is an impressive example of the vicissitudes of fortunc.
He had the mortification to witness those grateful effusions of its
natives, poured forth to their saviours, which, under different
circumstances, would have been offered to him under the constrained
forms of political adulation.

In this long-contested action four Captains of Marines were
wounded, but only two were named in the public dispatch—Bell and

Bagg., Lieut. Mounier was killed, and the Subalterns Breedon,
Buchan, Harris, and Laban were wounded.
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Respecting Lieut. Mounier, of the Torbay, I am led to notice
the following anecdote, as having been narrated to me by Lieut.
Collins of that ship. In the morning, after the two hostile fleets
had formed the line and were approaching each other, Mounier,
whose spirit in single combat had previously been fatally experienced
by his antagonist, expressed a sensation of an immediate change in
his destiny, Under this impression he requested Lieut. Collins to
play a game at picquet to divert the time, until they opened fire.
This they continued to do, when each went to his respective station,
The sad presentiment was soon realized to poor Mounier, who was
early in the battle cut in two, and the greater part of his remains
were scattered on the sea.

Sir Edward Hughes encountered, in four different actions, Mon-
sieur Suffrein, one of the bravest Officers in the Naval scrvice of
France. Possessing, in each, a great advantage in numbers, the
utmost height of valour, but productive of no immediate effects, was
exhibited in all by the British Fleet. The French Adiniral shewed
himself worthy of the trust confided in him by his Sovereign.

In one of these battles, fought on the 12th of April, the Mon-
mouth, Captain Alms, suffered extremely, and was particularly
distinguished. All the Marines on her poop were cither killed or
wounded, excepting Captain Pearce and Lieut. Mounie:, who nobly
volunteered to assist in fighting her guns on the main deck, ufter they
had lost all the brave men under their own command.

The discomfiture of the combined armaments before Gibraltar in
September of this year, must ever stand as a memorable event upon

our anpals. Humanity and victory walked hand in hand, and, as
Q

r4
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usual, adorned the national chasacter, on that grand occasion.
The long-tried valour of General Elliot, and the spirited serviecs of
Sir Roger Curtis, with those under their controul, were sealed and
consummated by deeds of mercy, which will never be forgotten by
our enemies. That fortress was soon after relieved by Lord Howe,
under circumstances most honourable to his Lordship, the Officers,
Seamen, and Marines who seconded him,

In every incidental combat at sea, during the currency of 1782,
our wonted prowess was at all times conspicuous. The short, but
well-contested fight of Captain Jervis (now Earl St. Vincent) in the
Foudroyant, with Le Pegase, afforded a powerful evidence how
much success is dependent on seamanship and discipline. While a
dreadful carnage was the Frenchman's lot, the English loss was
confined to a few slightly wounded, among whom was numbered her
Commander, whose professional address obtained a bloodless victory.

The names of Pole, Luttrell, and Salter, were destined to be
conspicuous, and their encomiums transcended to Lieuts, Pownol and
Rankine, of my Corps, for their steady co-operation and bravery in
the Success and Mediator,

The year closed with nogociations for a general peace, the
provisionary articles of which were mutually signed at Paris by
Commissiondrs from Britain and America, on the 22d of November.
These were soon after followed by the exchange of preliminary
articles with France and Spain, on the 20th of January, 1783.



CHAP, XXXVIIL

THE public measures during 1783, were more precautionary than
hostile, tending chiefly to guard against contingencies, and to be
ready to resume our arms, if necessary, with effect, in every quarter
of the world.

Peace was most ardently desired by all the contending Powers,
and its attainment was marked by sincerity and cool discussion.
America foresaw a disorganized army and impoverished resources,
while France and Spain, feeling their quickly decaying fnances,
most cordially united to accelerate the happy event, The decisive
battle of the 12th of April, and their signal repulse from Gibraltar,
had also due weight in the scale of consideration and expediency.

Anmidst the awful storm, Britain began to emerge, by degrees, from
under the heavy cloud which had Jong overcast her political horizon,
and to reclaim her ancient seat amongst the nations. Every subot-
dinate occasion that called forth her Naval energies, seemed to
display a spirit worthy of the brightest periods of her Maritine
glory.

However delicate the topic, I am still induced to notice the
reiterated instances of baneful mutiny in our Fleet, during this year
of returning tranquillity. It is a lamentable truth that examples of
indiscipline were as common as they were successful, and to the plan
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of compromise which was tben pursued, may be traced, in part, that
predilection for revolt which agitated the minds of our Seamen during
the late contest—crimes, for which their unparalleled achievements
have amply atoned to their Country, but such as never can find a
palliative within their own breasts, or an extenuation from any pen
that is guided by an impartial impulse.

The demonstrations of loyalty and zeal, in every Marine Detach-
ment, during this turbulent era, although not realized by deeds,
still evinced a readiness to seal them with their lives, in the support
of good order. These fatal means which were used to appease the
spirit, hushed his murmurs indeed, but they invigorated the growth
of the untamed monster, After the various and meritorious services
of the Marine corps, during two successive wars, at a time when
their loyal zeal was conspicuous to their Country, when their utility
and subordination were in every mouth, a heavy reduction in its
establishment took place. It was with equal surprize, and general
regret, that this faithful body of men became limited to 4495, and to
70 companies, with a parsimonivus allowance of Field Officers. Such
a popular branch of the public force was evidently small for supplying
the ships of war in commission, and for the important duties of
guarding our naval arsenals, But as the judicious policy of the
present day, has adopted a more liberal and patriotic system respecting
the corps of Marines, I deem myself precluded from that range of
comment upon the method of anterior times, which I should have
otherwise felt an authority to claim,

Another vindictive conflict occurred in the East, but without
any important consequences; in which Sir Edward Hughes, as
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hitherto, nobly maintained the honor of the British flag, against
Admiral Suffrein and supetior numbers. The sound of peace soon
after reached their ears, and closed all their differences.

Acts of generous hospitality, and works of mercy in the western
world, superseded stratagem in war, and the thirst of fame.

Prince William Henry, now his Royal Highness the Duke of
Clarence, whom professional zeal had carried to that quarter, was
at the cessation of hostilities, under that able master, Lord Hood.
Since his entry into the Navy he had shewn a peculiar attention to
every branch of its duties, and had afforded the earliest presage of
the most distinguished talents upon its hazarduous, but popular
element. A princely wish to qualify himself for this honourable
calling, had urged him to forego all the luxuries of his station, and
to risk a life naturally dear to his august family, and deservedly
valued by all who had the privilege of his intercourse, in a clime,
where no one can count upon to-morrow. It was not his lot, indeed,
to wage war in it, but to behold the refined manners of a gallant
enemy tranquillized into a cordial friend, and to be the Agent of
Providence in rescuing, from a seemingly irrevocable doom, some of his
condemned countrymen, whose misguided patriotism had stimulated
disaffection within the Spanish Province of Louisiana,

The elegant attentions of Mons. de Bellecomb, at Cape Francois,
were still outdone by the noble humanity of Governor Don Galvez.
This brave Spaniard placed the forfeited lives of those unfortunate
detinq_uents, at his Royal disposal. It was the most precious gift
that c¢ould have been tendered to a British Prince—who was
tecognized under- this great and solemn offering as sharing in all the
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generous sympathies of an Englishman. The hour which permitted
him to restore those wretched victims, in a foreign land, to their
native society, must be reviewed as the happiest of his life. It must
still yield many a consoling reflection in his retirement, and although
restrained from adding to the triumphs of our Realm, by deeds of
carnage, he may yet rejoice that he stands upon the records of mercy
and benevolence by the most exalted displays of fellow feeling.

By the definitive articles of peace America found herself an
Independent Empire. Recent injuries alienated her citizens from
our Country ; but similarity of manners, the dictates of interest, and
allayed prejudices must, ere long, re-unite us in the bonds of friendship.
The retreat of Washington from the head of her Armies, unambitious
of recompence or power, forms one of the grandest examples of
human virtue ever given to the world, and must immortalize his
nawme through every stage of its existence.

Holland was compelled to suppress her phlegm, and to mourn
over her degraded character, and commercial losses.

Few incidents of moment occurred within the intervals of 1783
and 1792, connected with my retrospect. A voluntary embarkation
of Officers and mcn, for our distant settlement in New Seuth Wales,
occurred in 1785 which has eventually afforded scope for the able
pen of Lieutenant Colonel Tench, and has hitherto given grounds
for asserting the untarnished discipline of the Marine corps, when
mingled even with the contaminating orders of vice and infamy.
In other respects the same dull routine of detached services took place
from year to year. During this period also many were the suppliant
petitions of our establishment for its melioration, but sorry 1 am that,
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on casting an eye upon the details of each revolving season, they are
unmarked by any auspicious results, excepting the institution of a
retired establishment, and the addition of 5 companies in 1791.

It was found that farther exertions were still necessary to place
them on the high list of public recompence, and that the faithful
discharge of ten years ‘duty in peace, had but little influence in

strengthening their claims for favor.

CHAP. XXXVIIIL

WITHIN the womb of American liberty, was partly contained
that revolution in France, which, after a long and sauguinary
struggle, has not as yet accomplished any permanent system. It is
not my task to retrace its extensive causes, and it would be
presumptuous to anticipate its final issue, In this, reason, unguided
by precedents, is soon lost in the labyrinths of speculation.

Confining myself to such points alone as affect the dignity of my
Country, or the honor of my corps, fancy shall not assume the reins,
but I will strike at once to that momentuous day which again
involved those arbiters of Europe in all the horrors of war.

A conventional decree of 19th November, 1792, circulated
through every Country, and translated into every language, seemed
to represent the French Nation as the encouragers and protectors of
reform in every State, At this period Britain was recovering fast

Qo
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from her late disastrous efforts. An unexampled influx of wealth,
added to her native joys of contentment and freedom. An edict so
much militating against the internal peace of every society, therefore,
naturally roused the watchful jealousy of our Government. Discus-
sions ensued, which were agitated with temper, until those libertines
in the cause of emancipation, brought their amiable Monarch to the
scaffold, I blush to say that there were even Englishmen who were
capable of extenuating the bloody deed, while there were others, but
under a more generous impulse, who, tasting pure freedom themselves,
wished that the blessing might also flow through all the channels of
mankind. A set of free thinkers in politics, and Philanthropists in
theory, also started up, who, with all the enthusiasm of laudable
zeal, worshipped a statue erected by an Ameiican Stay-Maker, on
which were inscribed * The Rights of Man.” The mania of that
day, thank God, is extinguished, and an Englishman has now anly
to contrast the fawning attitude of the French People, under the
present yoke of a foreign and unprincipled Usurper, with their
uncontroled and licentious barbarity towards a good but fallen King,
in order to form his opinions, and to suppress his sympathies in behalf
of a nation, which, to gain its own ideal liberties, has uniformly
aimed to desolate and enslave the world, He must also cease to
admire the boasted victories and conquests of its soldiery, few of
whom but do not now feel those chains which their triumphs have
forged, and what all these once brave legions dare not now wrest
from the hands of one man.—~But to resume my narrative—

Towards the close of 1792 a small addition was granted to the
corps of Marines, and a much greater took place early im 93, in
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consequence of the intermeddling policy of France, and the war which
followed it.

The narrow views that had influenced so great a reduction at the
peace of 1783, were bitterly apparent at the commencement of
hostilities. In every contest our enemies begin with supetioradvantages,
from their despotic means. Impress is precarious and slow—com-
pulsive registration enforced by terror, brings forth a host at once,
It is to the faithful Marine Soldier who knows not the meaning of
desertion, that the nation, under such sudden emergencies, is ofien
obliged to have recourse, in equipping as well as manning her
fleets ; for it 1s not in human nature to place a confidence in that man
who has been constrained to serve, and who recognises not either
a voluntary will, or a sacred obligation to discharge his allotted
duties,

It has always been remarked, that the corps of Marines recruit
more successfully in every part of our isles, where their nature is
ascertained, than any other under his Majesty. From this circum-
stance must have originated the motive of low bounties being given
by its parties in 1793, while those of the line, and other departments
were considerably higher.

This restriction upon our increase loaded our service with
difficulties, and presented almost insurmountable barriers to the
attainment of that knowledge in tactics, in which every Marine
Officer and Soldier should be conversant ptevious to his embarkation,
For a ime there seemed but little disposition to remedy former errors,
until the imperious demands of an increasing Navy urged the adoption

of more active measures,
2
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At this period of surrounding danger the liberal patriotism of the
town of Manchester was highly conspicuous, and gave a local spur
to sccess in strengthening the neglected ranks of the Marine corps.
What enhanced its manly and honest zeal, was, that the expression
of it was almost coeval with that day, on which our Gracious Sovereign
unbosomed his insulted feelings, and the perils that hovered round
his Country, toa convened Legislature,

A sum of £5501 4s. 9d. was soon subscribed by that Loyal
Society, which was applied to the auxiliary purpose of raising and
sending forth to battle 1065 recruits, between the 19th of February
and 3d of October, when a General Meeting, to inspect and close
the accounts of their acting Committee, was dissolved, and their
thanks tendered to William Douglas, Esq. its Chairman.

These volunteers were levied under the endearing and uniting
name of ¢ The Manchester Marine Corps,” My feelings lead me to
diverge more extensively upon this meritorious theme, which my
bounds, however, compel me to close with an earnest hope, that
while the virtuous action shall long stand registered on our annals,
its imitative influence may also be felt by the present, and transcend
to the latest generations of my countrymen.

Owing to an inadequate establishment, from the cause assigned,
many ships put to sea with only half a complement of Marines, while
others had none at all. What prevented Capt, Faulkener, in the
Venus, from consvmmating a gallant action by wictery, but this
deficiency ?  In many cases, regiments of the line were substituted ;
an alternative which can only be the offipring of mecessity, but not
the suggestion of public good.
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The British arms were very early triumphant in the West, under
the joint auspices of Major General Cuyler and Sir John Laforey.

Their force which included Major (now Colonel) Bright, 1
Lieutenant, 2 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, and 27 private Marines, not
amounting to 400 men, carried Fort Castries by storm, and with it
the island of Tobago, garrisoned by greater numbers. Some untoward
circumstances arising from the cowardice or treachery of a guide,
added to a dark night, occasioned a small derangement in our
approach to the attack, but it was amply attoned by a general
intrepidity in the troops; the main body of which pushed boldly
towards the barrier, who attracted the whole attention of the enemy,
while the flank companies of the 9th and 60th regiments entered their
works, This affair was achieved by the bayonet, with little loss on
either side; for mercy, as usual, was shewn by Englishmen to the
vanyuished.

St. Pierre and Micquelon also soon became easy conquests, Such
are the crouded and brilliant instances of this war, that I cannot
venture upon a minute detail of any, or render justice to their merits,

Lord Hood, who had been recently called forth, by bis Country,
in the hour of threatened damger, and who, upon its having been
dispelled, had again become the citizen, was once more placed at
the head of a poweirful fleet. This be was destined to carry to the
Mediterranean, where it was his lot te perform very important
services, throughout which, he np_pmved himself an accomplished
adept in the schools of a Sully and a Marlborough. Never since our
existence before, have the talents of 2 Nawa! Officer been exested on

so wide a field,
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Untrained to the courtly, habits of lifs, wniastructed in the
arts of .diplomacy, the world usually attaches. fo him no emabellish-
ments of character, but professional bravery, uncorruptible zeal,
impressive unadorned manners. The Nation, however, could not
have had a more dignified representative, a cooler agent, or a mere
indefatigable servant than Lord Hood upon so trying an occasion, and
amidst such mingled and arduous duties. His intercourse with the
deputies from different departments in the South of France, way
guided by wisdom and led to success, while his appeals to their com~
munity breathed a well timed humanity towards that oppressed land.

After an interchange of terms, the Honourable Capt. Elphinstone
(now Lord Keith) took possession of Fort La Malgue with 1800
troops and Marines upon the 28th of August. The fleet of Spain
hove in sight, anchored, and reinforced that post with 1000 men.
At first the inhabitants of Toulon, though royalists, were still jealous
of the issue of things, but they were tranquillized in all their fears,
by a solemn assurance, that the place and ships were held in trust for
Louis the 17th, their lawful Sovereign. The approach of a part of
Carteaux army, to Ollioules, produced a very spirited attack from
La Malgue, headed by Capt. Elphinstone, and consisting of 600
Spaniards, British troops and Marines, who drove a superior enemy
from_that village, and took their cannon, ammunition, and some
prisoners. The dispositions of the English commander were masterly,
and attested bhis abilities to wage war on either element.

Lord Mulgrave arrived at Toulon early in Septembes, and assumed

the command of the combined detachments, with the local rank of
Brigadier General,
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The Marines of the fleet were dispersed over the different posts of
defence, some of which were cannonaded by the enemy, daily
increasing in numbers.

All the military talents of Lord Mulgrave were requisite at this
trying juncture. They were soon displayed in the most active
measures, by occupying situations essential for checking the enemy’s
attacks, and affording a temporary security to many extensive objects,
until reinforcements should arrive.

His Lordship had to guard against the insults of the Army of
Le Poype on the East, as well as that of Carteaux on the West, in
wh'ch he was materially aided also by the activity and steady bravery
of the Officers and Seamen of the fleet. At this time too, the
Spaniards were actuated by a spirit of cordial union.

On the 28th of September, a seasonable supply of 2800 Sardinian
and Neapolitan troops arrived, who, in three days after, in con-
junction with the other allied corps, of which the British Marines
formed one, had an opportunity of signalizing themsclves, led by
Lord Mulgrave himself, in recovering the important heights of
Pharon, which had been surprized and carried under cover of a fog,
upon the soth.

To the rapid enterprize of his Lordship, as much as the seconding
valour of every subordinate Soldier and Seaman, may justly be ascribed
the glory and success of the 1st of October. Very honorable mention
was made of Serjeant Moreno, and three privates of the Spanish
Marine Corps, who, with a daring and judicious zeal, traced out the
line of march for the allied column on the right, to within pistol shot
of the works,
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- Directed by genius, the laurel was obtained, and #s wvalue
enhanced by a very trifling loss, while that of thelFrench exceeded
1400 killed and wounded ; Lieutenant Carter, of Murines, was
amongst the English wounded.

A very bold sortie, from Fort Mulgrave, took place on the &th of
October, against the enemy’s batteries, opposite the Hauteur
de Grasse, evidently constructed with a view to incommode the fleet.
In this, 50 British Marines co-operated, and shared in the honor of
destroying their guns on the Hauteur de Reinier; a service which
was peculiarly allotted to the seamen under Lieutenant Serecold.
Fort Pomet, partly garrisoned by my corps, had been exposed to a
severe cannonade, particularly from 2 guns and 1 mortar above it,
which allowed no tests but of steady courage.

Captain Elphinstone bore testimony of Marine spirit, in an attack
from Fort Pharon upon the French forces to the eastward, when
Captain Dexter was distinguished for his services.

Much am I inclined to diverge upen the meritorious acts of all,
but my scope is necessarily limited.

Lord Mulgrave resigned the command of the combined troops to
Major General O’Hara, upon the 27th of October, after the most
creditable discharge of his trust.

The British posts were extremely wide, and the duties of all were
of the most fatiguing kind ; but they were supported with the fortitude
of Soldiers.

One of the most brilliant events of this checquered warfare,
although unnoticed in any of the official details of it, and generally
unknown, was meritedly attached to Lieutenant (afterwards Ceptain)
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Thomas Nailor, who was entrusted with the defence of a fort, having
under him a little garrison of 120 men, principally Marines. A
body of 2000 French moved on to attack him upon the morning of a
day, with which I am uninformed as to date, under cover of a fog,
and sanguine in the hope of surprising him. But he was on the alert,
_and prepared to receive them. With a thoughtful but uushaken
valour he awaited the onset, ordering his little band to reserve their
fire, until the republicans were close, and to maintain it by platoons;
but by no means in a scattered form. A Neapolitan Lieutenant
Colonel had thrown himself into the fort when on the eve of its being
attempted, but be fell early in the conflict. After repeated essays to
carry it with those superior numbers, the French rclinquished the
ficld with the loss of nearly 400 killed and wounded ; casting back
an eye of disappointment, mingled with admiration, of their undaunted
opponeits.

That young man is now no more. Owing to bad health, he
retreated from public to private life, both of which he adorned by
modest merit, the mildest manners, and most intrinsic worth, The
final destiny of man, but recently closed his life unstained by
dishonor.

During the progress of this siege too, a very flattering occasion
intervened of testifying the personal zeal of Lieutenant (now Captain)
Burdwood, in one of the sorties from Toulon. Embarking in it
originally as a Volwiteer with the Light Company of the Royals, his
talents were decreed to conduct the retreat of its remains, after having
been deprived of its Officers. So much were his merits appreciated

by that gallant corps. that a deputation of Serjeants waited on him
Pe



