
", *10 like lions •• Del b.ha:,oc!·_ braftlt ... · wbic!t Gehera! 
•• MaJsey c;:ommuDic;:atos to tao ~ with Tast: p1eu~; 

That gallant ..... good Officer. now Lord Clarina. ever ready 

to attend to .uppliant merity and the Solctiers want&, in general 

orden of the 2f1th of Febtuary, 1177, thus KIUW'ers the. Petition 

of the lSt Bat't.a&m of Marinrs !-

U Major General Massey often receiving a petitIOn from the 

.. lSt Battalion of Marines (signed LalJDCClot Poverty). is happy to 

o compI,. ,with tbeir request. as their _{farm good. behaviour, 

U dwiag the ' winter,. well merits tbat iadulgeDce. It is therefore 

U Ilia orders.. that Major Souter permits tbe men to work as he &ball 

Ii judge proper, but tBat no subrtitutea Inust be allowed in their 

., poblic duty." 

In the month of March, the Co~r in Chief expecting some 

actual service. was pleased to nominate Lieutenant (now Colonel) 

Trollope. with a party of Marines, to be trained under Lieutenant 

Gillespie, of the Royal Artillery, to practice quick. firing and 

traversing the great guns. 

Early in April 'the two Battalions were consolidated into one, 

by orders of the Board of Admiralty, IWldressed to Major Souter, to 

the following effect :-

•• By the Commissione1'9 for executing the office of Lord High 

" Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 

" Whereas the Earl of SandwiclJ has signified to us his Majesty's 

u pleasure, that the two Battalions of Marines. serving' under your 

" command, shall be fonned into one Battalion, to comist of one 

H Captain, four Subalterns, five Serjeants', fiTe Corporals. ~ur 



" . dfu'mtners, ami 100 printe then eacft., conformable ~ tbe' prtunt 

U utah/uhmntt of the Corp5. together with the following Field and 

" Staff Officers, viz. two Majors, one Adjutant. ahe Chaplain, one 

" Qwuter Master, one Surgeon, and ooe Surgeon's Mate; you are 

U hereby required and directed to form the said two Battalions into 

" one Battalion accordingly. with the Field and Staff' Officers llS 

If before mentioned, and having so done, you arc to cause the noo

H commissioned Officers and private men which may remain after 

H this Battalion is fonned. to be elnbarked in such of his Majesty"s 

<I ships serving in North Amenca under tire command of Vice 

It Admiral Viscount Howe, as may be in WAnt of them, agreeable 

.. to the requisition which will . be made to you by his Lordship for 

II that purpose; but with respect to the commissioned Officers, over 

.. and above the number n~ry for compleating the said Battalion, 

u you are to send them to England by the first opportunity that 

" offers, in order to join their respective Divisions, unless Lord Howe 

.. shall apply to you, for any of them to serve in the ships of his 

" squadron, in which case you o.re to supply them accordingly • 

.. Given under our hauds, 1st ]<lllllary, 1777 . 

'f To Major Souttr or CommandiDg Officl'r 

MariDe •• Halifax. " 

.. SANDWICH, 

OJ H. PALLISER." 

Of By c~d of their lordships, 

J. BULLER, 

" PHILI ST£.lHENS:' 



.4, In consequence of the above arrangement, such OfIicen as 

_u choose to return to England are desired .to give in .their names to 

H the Commanding -Officer..;" 

Pursuant to this order from 'the Board, the following Officers, 

non..com~ssi0!led Offic~rs, and drummers, were appointed to compose 

the new Battalion-

FlELD OFFlcERs-Majors Souter, Han. Jobn Maitland. 

Oulel .... Olll.APIlIf. UIJIAJlln. IO ... OtU.'. DIU ... II .. 

Capt. A verne Markbole Jaffey Sweeton 

Lieut. Ragg Sarge.nt Martin Saul 

_ Veven Pollock make Pichen 

- Stewart West Pike Sidway 

- Cunningham Saul-Wallace Bryald 

I.lQHT IM'AMT" ', 

Capt. Pitcaim Davis R"" Edwards 

Lieut. Dyer Hill Turtle Maclean 

Short Collier Sutherland Cook 

Howe Pritchard Wilkinson Leeson 

- Simms Jarvis Baker 

Capt. Elliot Edwards Davis Wm. CUDliue 

Lieut. Ewiog Gallaghar Flinn Grant 

- Moore Pugh Allen Isgrove 

- J. Lewis Bible Gurney .. Wood 

- Bowman Pulford-Watkins Smith 



.LJIQ./fT •• ,,)lTl'. 

• OIINoI.DUU. UIJloI.NTI • 

Capt. D. Johnson Pitches 

Lieut. Kempe Fitzimons 

_ M'Donald Hillman 

- Tantum Newman 

- Trollope Franklin-Perry 

Capt. Macdonald Bowden 

Lieut. F. Lewis Higgins 

- Jacobs Southway 

-Shea Battey 

- Gilbert Hardy-Carey 

Capt. Griffitlis Hayward 

Lieut. Eustace Woodhouse 

- Carey Poole 

- Meredith Traffies 

- Creswell Campbell-Rowe 

HH 

Doctor Boyles 

John Waller 

Thomas Smith 

Charles Hill 

James SilveD 

STAFF. 

eC).1'O ~ __ U. OID •• rIL 

Wheeler J. Curnine 

Jones Foliard 

Cooper Flanagan 

Almint Lane 

Coxan-Tooze 

Cren Breffi:ld 

Williamson Morris 

Long Birmingham 

Pithrick Higgins 

Styles 

Silby Parker 

Handford Robinson 

Narraway Shuler 

Brookes Roper 

Hill Miles 

Chaplain. 

Adjutant. 

Quarter Master 

Surgeon 

Surgeon's Mate. 



An· order, upon the 29th of April.. to the Marine Battalion" 

-extended the allowancel of six contingent men to Captairli of 

Compunies, until the pleasure of the Admiralty Board was, known. 

In consequence of a , review of the Battalion by the CommaDder 

ill Chief at Halifax, the following after-orders were given out Oil 

the 9th of June :-

H Major General Massey approves so very highly of the steadi· 

H ness as well as the appearance of the Corps of Marines which 

.. Jle had the honour to review this day, that he returns Maj6r 

H Souter, the Officers, and Soldiers, bis most grateful thanks for 

u their performance in the field." 

Licuten:mt Trollopc, of Marines, was appointed to the duty of 

llltcnding the Commander.in Chief; and Lieut. \Valler as Brigade 

Major to the Provincial forces, during 1777. 

In December of that year, Lieutenant John Oldfield, who had 

lately received a Mal·ine commission, after having served with much 

credit a'S a Volunteer. was directed by GeHeral Massey to accompany 

Colonel Goreham to Fort Cumberland. in these handsome terms:-

H Lieutenant Oldfield, of the Battalion of Marines, is to return 

" witb Lieut. Colonel Gorcham to join the Light Infantry of that 

.. Corps, Lieut. Oldfidd haviHg acquired so thorough a knowledge 

... of that country, wbich the General hopes will recommend him to 

.. farther notice and future promotion." 

His Majehty'" ship Milford having tun on shore, was nearly lost 

in the beginning of December. Sue" were the exertions of the 

Marines upon the oc{.'a~jon, tho.t Sir William Burnaby, her Com

.Jllantl~r, felt it his incumbent cluty to tender them his thanks ill 
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these words-" Sir \\' illiam Burnaby clf'&it'("s hi. 1hanks m~y hf' 

u given to the Officers and tnen of the Baualion, who &0 ndive1y 

•• assisted in getting off his Majesty's ship Milfo!(I." This " 'as 

read to the Companies at evening roll-calling. 

Lieutenant TroBope having been 3ppoil'lled Secretary to Major 

Ceneral Massey, Lieut. Tantum, a respectable young Officer (who 

was afterwanls unfortun:ltely drowned in the Ville cie P~rjs). was 

attached as an assistant Artillery Officer ill his stead; a p:trty of 

Marines was trained to the great guns, aud tlte command of the 

Half·moon Battery, as well as of the Citadel, W:IS allotted him undt,! 

the evelll uf an alarm. 

Although neither the circumstances of the action, or name of the 

achiever. are alluded to in the following detail, still it carries in 

jt that zealous anxiety to promote djscipline, by recompenC'ing merit~ 

that I caDnot omit its insertion. 

U General Orders. HalifaK. February 27. 1778 •. 

U That good Marine Soldier who was yesterday with General 

" Massey, and who now forgets his name and Company, the 

" General wishes to see to-murfOW morning at nine o'clock, as he 

.. wants to reward him for his loyalty. General Massey will be 

" much obliged to Major Souter to oefler this to be read by an Officer, 

u at roll-calling. to the different Companies." 

In April. Lieutenant Jacobs who was an ornament to his Corp!". 

(subsequently drowned at St. Lucia) was appointed to act as Ovecs{'("r 

to tbe King's Works, which were carrying on. 

No occasion seemed to have been lost by General Massey in 

caUingtOrtb talents wherever they were to be found. and applying 

2 



tbenj to tbe public gooil. SIlI:iI p<ecedents. 'if ~..,e",lly adaptod 
upon service. would. stimulate the Marine Officer to the early studr 

of every branch of military education. It i. but rarely that we are 

inclined to devote out attention to scieDCCS' which may Dever be 

called into action. and what our profeasiocal views seem almost to 

reDder unnecessary. This knowledge may adorn the man, but jt 

is too often restrained from being useful to our Country. 

Upon the 2=:ith of August the Marine Battalion was struck off the 

roSler of duty in the g:urison of Halifax, previous to its etnbarkation 

tor Europe. 

Major General Massey delivered, in Public Orders of the 30th. 

his testimony of the general conduct of both Officers and men to 

this effect :-

" The Commander in Chief cannot part with the Marine Corps, 
... without telling them he was pleased with their aoldier·like 

"" appearance at the review of yesterday, and DOW bQ6 the pleasing 

H satisfaction to say, tbat be bas had the hoDOW' to command that 

.. , Corps for above two yeo.rs. 'lvi/bout t'Ver bearing of II CourJ MfM'titti 

U in it, or t'Utr rebuking 4n Ojfi(er or Soldier. 

U He will thesefore make such a report of that respectable body 

.. , of men as they merit, and now wishee Officers .and Soldiers 

.f plenty of prize~money, and makes not a doubt but. they will 

.. al .... ys contribute to the glory of hiJ Majesty, KiDg Geo<ge" anns." 

On the 1&1 day of September the whole embll'kew:i. but ill 

consequence of a petition from the u.uteuant Gove.taOt ...d Council 

of the Province of Nova Sooti~ iDt.reating tbeH COIltinuaooe, ill. 

ader to yield tbW tribute of retpect. tbe Cc-_udcr iA Chief 



was pleased to mtimate the following ftotice, in Public Orden of 

tbe 7th:-

" The Lieutenant Governor and Council having made applica

u tion to Major'General Massey, praying the Marine Corps may be 

U detained bere, and Lord Viscount Howe having left the deterw 

" .nination to him, the Major General is happy to comply with the 

II Lieutenant Governor's request; they, therefore, arc to continue in 

u , the harbour till further orders, and Major Souter will please to 

U land the men on board the transports, at either Dartmouth or the 

U Eastern Battery, in order to give them an airing. at such times as 

U he may choose to order"· 

Notwithstanding that the result of this liberal indulgence pro

duced a constant intercourse between the town ;:Ind transports during 

their stay, still the same harmony reigned during their sociai hours; 

and to the eternal honour of the meanest Marine Soldier, neither the 

merchant, the fatberless, the widow, or the orphan, could cast an 

eye after him for an unliquidated shilling. Such conduct necessarily 

drew the grate(ul sentiments of the Constituted Powers, which were 

expressed to Major Souter by n IcttP.f from Mr. Bulkeley, of which 

the following is a copy ;-

•• HALIFAX, Sept. 10, 1778. 

u 1 have singular pleasure in obeying the request of the 

U Members of hi. Majesty's Council, by conveying to you, and 

·n the reit of the Officers, our acknowledgments and thanks for 

u the' good order .nd discipline observed by the Battalion of 

"' MariDe! under your command, during the whole time tbey 



41 haYe been on duty in this town. J ha¥c the bOROUl to 

II be. Sir, 
" Y OJ,lI' l1lOIt pbedient humble servant. 

H RICHARD B.ULKELEY:' 
Major Souter. 

Those steady Soldiers soon after sailed for England, and they 

continued to preserve the same conduct through all their !.ubsequent 

destinies. 

I have thus placed this train of honourable retrospect under one 

connected vjew. To 113ve jnterspersed the incidents amongst the 

successive and fleeting periods in which they occurred, aDd wbat 

have bpen already discussed, would bave been uninteresting and 

less impressive. 1 have peculiarly addressed myself to my Corps 

throughout this domestic narrative; and while I have exhibited :I. 

bright pattern of valour, combined with steady discipline. in the 

Marine Battalions that were employed upon the soil of America, I 

am sanguine to hope. that after having viewed the picture, not one 

amongst our Dumerous ranks will ever deface its beauties. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

THE public emergencies called for a very considerable addition 

.to the Corps of Marines in 1779. Seventeen thousand three hundred 

and eighty-nine were voted, being an effective augmcDtatioo of 

556-0. 

Early in the year accounts were received of the captur~ of 

Pondicherry. by the united efforts of the Navy under Sir Edward 

Vernon, and a large force a£ European and Company'" troops undor 

Sir Hector Monro. After more than two months of very fahguing 

duti~, owing to the heavy rains, the siege was brought to that issue, 

which invited a genera1 assault. 

The works having been much battered in every quarter of 

approach, three different attacks were meditated; against L'Hospital 

Bastion to the southward. the &"t face of the North "\Test Bastion, 

and from the sea to the northward. 

T~sc arrangements having been made. nt"arty ~oo S .... amen, 

and all the Murines of the squadron were landed on the l .,tfl of 

October 1778, in order ta have joined in the storm, which \'lao; to 

have taken place on the 17th. But Monsieur Bellc('omb, who had 

hithM1D defendetl himaelf with much obstinacy. drr-udiJlg this event, 

propo.ed terms of surrender. which were accepted. Mtlny were of 

~nion" ,that had he withstood the onset, its result would h-avc 



~,.fatal to the British Array; from the nt!eIltive 'IIlines that he 

might have sprung. 

Admiral Byron, who arrived in the Wi!St lndie. 'In ~ beginning 

of 1779, rendered our Naval force in that country 8UperiM to the 

enemy. He was foiled in every attempt 1.0 bring D'Estaing to an 

action. who kept close in Martinique. 

n.e l!Gg!isb A.nriral hn.,ng gooe to leeward. ",ith a .. i_ 

to colloct the homewd,o..bound .. St. Kiit's, 'MId to escott them, a 

.mall demcb.....,t of Frendo troops took fit. V;hCent. aCtor. very 
inadequate resistance; and the conquest of Grenada soon 1IR.er 

followed, but under circuaul1ancea highly honourable 10 Lord 

Macartney and. m1r 81'1'M. At th" D"Estaing. wbo VQited in himself 

.the oharacter of the Soldier and tac Sli!maD., ..,. prest:IIt, and ·led n 

Fr<neb column in " Iom!ing tbe British Ii .... UJ>OIl Hospital Hill 

These were cal'1'ioo, after a gallant .de:fance, '1iVlaich .led. to the 

immediate surrender of the Island. 

Scaroely was this accorapIisbed, when lhe was called to act upcm 
:luother element by the approach of Admiral~, who, deceived 

by intelligence as to the French force, hastened down under a prCls 

of sail and in a scattered order. A general ardour pervaded all to 

close with the enemy. whOle numbers could. only be gradually 

perceived us they stretched. out from the land. They were at Ja$t 

discovered to be far superior to the chacing fleet, wben tbe advaDC'.ed 

ships of it, led by Admin! BarriogtoD. nobly oecOllclocl by Gaptam, 

now Lord Gardiner. in the Sultan, an<1 Sawyer .in ~ Boynet had 

begun the battle, To these 08 .... mly be atided ,capblins CoUiDg

wood. Edward •• and Cornwallis. as having be"" bighly dietiDgniollod 



on. the 6th of July. Lieut. Jonah Veale. of Marines. was killed. III 

this action, and Lieut. Richards wounded. 

D'E.staiog evinced a total want of Naval enterprize through the 

day. He leturned to Grenada during the fullowing night, while 

Admiral Byron proceeded to St. Kitt's to repair his damages. 

The approach of tile hurricane season dckrlllilJcd the Flendl 

Admiral to take refuge. with his fleet. at Hispaniola. whore he 

received 8n urgent call to unite with the Armics of America m 

recovering the Province of Georgia. Elatell with his success at 

Grenada. he anticipated to himself the glory, not only of driviDg 

the British froln this Colony, but of extermulating thera from every 

post which they occupied along the sea-coasts of that Continent. 

There was Dot. to appearance, a force sufficient to stem his 

ambitious views; but they were opposed and frU8:trated by a spirit 

which often compensates the want of numbers. 

D'Estaing's arrival on the coast of Georgia, early in September. 

was marked with a partial success by capturing the E xperiment. of 

50 guns, after a gallant defence on the part of Sir James Wallace. 

Unaccustomed to such an event all the capture of nn English two· 

decker. it was considered as a favourable omen, and swelled his 

presumptuous hopes. 

The appearance of such an armament struck wonder into General 

Prevo&t and the Garrison of Savannah, which were intended as the 

liut victims to its power. 

General Lincoln, with th,. Rebel Army from South Carolina, 

hearing of t heir new allies. lUOVed toWatds Georgia, to combine in 

the aUempt. 
I • 



~neral Prevolt ilMJod ~ 'W conc.ewtrate bit 'GetaddaeAtl, 

and began to add to hi, work.. Captain _,y, of the Reyal 

Navy, commanded that force in the riverSa"Anuh with much seal. 

It became expedient, upon the .nearer advance of the F'l'eD.cb. 

Fleet, to ·moTe the ships rL war dote to the town, to land tbe guns 

and Seamen, and to incorporate their Marines with the Gtenadiers 

of the 60th Regiment. 

ARer D'Rstajog .had deBarked ,his army ,of 6000 men, be in. 

stantly marched against Savannah, witha.t waiting for Lincoln., and 

... ired the Gamoon to .urreoder, Oft the 16th of Se~be" General 

Prevost solicited delay in answering his summona; in order to give 

'time for his outpoats to join him. 

During the critical iutetval of .2. houlSy which were -alloW'~ 

that brave and active Officer, Lieut. Calone! Maitland, whom 1 

have formerly mentioned, reached Savannah with a force of &08 

men, after havin~ eacountered oMtaole& and difficulties of the most 

trying kind. Already, during the caaapaip of 1119, had be shew. 

himself most consummate in all the reqUiaitea of a Solar, hy the 

stand 'he made at John's Island with a handful of men, against tea 

times his numbers, ttftder Gonersl Lincoln. That d.ecl alone WlU 

enough to fix; his military fame, which acquired additional p.y by 

his wading rn41'f:b from Beaufort, to tba relief of Pnv06t. in this, 

few men CO\Ild have O<juolled, a..! no ... urpuoed hi, uadawu..l 

fortitude and steady perseverance. It WM the 1M ... ef saving 

·Georgia and it. Capital. 

Such we« hi< pusoaaJ filii' .... M<i •• ""'Ii.u .... h the_ 

of his future duties, that both struck at the vitals of his uMtenc., 



.... bicla a&erwanls elooed a lifo long nI •• bIe 10 _kind by bibit •• 1 

... rci... of the moat amiable benevolence. &Ad happy to him .. 1f 

by the approving co.-::ioUIness ef it. ho.viag Dever beea .waed by 

dishonour. The activity o£ hit spirit. however, buoyed bim up 

under every bodily suft'ering. wbile Savannnh was besieged by the 

enemy. 

My limits will not allow me the extent of detail, which was. 

Tery creditable to the courage 800 e:!Iertioos of all. 

Count D'Estaing, little looking for such protracted operations~ 

and growing impatient under them. determined to litolm ea.rly on 

the morning of tbe 9th of O¢tober. 

Two feigned attacks by the American Militia, were planned 

against the Garrison. to attract its attention to the centre and left. 

and it was also resolved that, whilst D'Estaing and Linculn moved 

against Spring.hill redoubt in front, COllnt Dillon, with another 

column, should advance along the edge of a swamp which com

municates with the river above tbe towu, silently pass the redoubts 

and batteries. and thus gain the rear of the British lines. This 

column losing its way, was embarrassed in tbe morasses, and after 

the dawn was exposed to a heavy fire. that threw it into a disorder 

from which it could not recover. 

D'Estaing, under the cover of darkness, got llear the redoubt 

just as the day began to break; but he was received with incc.!..!.ant 

vollies and heavy discharges. which committed a dreadful carn<lge. 

This part of defence was entrusted to Captain Tawse and his little 

Corpa of Provincial Dragoons, who maintained it with enthusiastic 

bravery. Alternately hnd the French and American standard been 

• 



plloni.a on n", pn"""" ,.&en.hat gaUant Chief, dem.di"l! HI Jl""'O!I' 
dle gate of his redoubt, ad his swonl crill unentnng1ed from the 

body of an impetuous- Fr.encbman, received his oWh dMth .. woUftlt 

Here there still oCOQrinued a doubtful contest· fur possession, when 

Lieut. Colonel Maitland, commanding the forte upon the right of 

our lines, pushed on the 60th Regiment and the Marines, who, with 

oharged bayonets, soon dedried the struggle, The assailants were 

driven from the ditch, :lud retreated quickly, with. the loss of 901 ' 

killed and wounded. 

It was with difficulty the British could be restrained from· 

following their superior forces, whose future operations were limitedl 

to the re-embarkation of tbttir troops and stores, and the retreat of 

the Rt'bd Army into Sourh Carolina. 

The Count D'Estning, with a part of his fleet, returned to' 

France, after ha'ving achieved nothing worthy of notice, and hi!' 

other ships proceeded for the West Indies. 

Throughout this service the Navy were justly entitled to a great' 

shart> of merit. Never were the exertions of the Sailors at the great

guns more animated or useful. 

Capto.in. afterwards Colonel Moncrieffe, of the Engineers, ex· 

hibhed symptoms of the hight'st t:J.lcnts in his profcssion; a-nd a share 

of honour truly f.llls to thc lot of Cnptairr Charlton, of th~ Corps of 

Royal Artillery I which has been eminently and uniformly great 

upon every service allotted them. 

Lieut. Colonel Gluzier, who led the Grenadiers and Marines 

in the dmrge wmrh dC'ddert the fate of. every thing, attracted 

muC'h pr:l isC' . 



· Sooe after tbe raisiDg of the siege. Lieut. ... Cp],op.l Maitland 

fell '8 sacriBce to his fatigues, which, producin, a. bilious fever, 

deprived his Country of a faithful servant, and the Soldier of a trw! 

friend. 

Sir George Collier was most usefully active during the period of. 

his command in North America. He undertook notbing in wbich 

he did not succeed, and in every inst;lDce of service c).hibited a 

prompt and decisive mind. The enemy's Commerce and Naval 

Power suffered much by his spirited measures, in which 1 caD not 

follow him. 

In the nwnth of June, Spain. after having received her treasures 

in safety, entered the lists against Great Britain, whose situation now 

seemed desperate to aU the surrounding Powers. But the hour of 

danger is the only occasion in which the native spirit of E.nglishmen 

can best be known or appreciated. It called forth that union which 

sbould ever constitute the pride, as it can alonc secure the inde

pendence of a nation •. 

Not withstanding the immense superiority g~jn('d by this <lccessioll, 

still thc vigour of our cumbined enemies wns by no means in an 

adequate Pfoportion. Their fleets 60011 aftr"r appt'ared on our coasts, 

in numbers we were unable to oppose; but till"lr c,.:ertions againlill 

them were at first repressed by discord, and finally avetteti. b~' 

disease. 

The only service upon w,bich thc Corps of Marines was cmployed 

during the remainder of tbe present year, WOIS in the capturc of 

Omoa. effected by parties from the Olaron, Lowcstoff, and Pomona 

frigatei, jQ conjunction with the Seamen of these ships, who We(i' 



trll'lM!\I"iG.....n m..., ana a 1I)III!Ioor·of I>a~ and" l~_", 

tliot were .... bodiod at Tru.;u.,. ~.., . LuttRll ; cooduttled· 

the naval part of !he expeditioD. lIIId. Captaia, IJal.-ymp1e the \and 
force. Disembalking at Porto Cavallo, they 8\ol1tained great fatigue

in a nigbt'i march toward the fc.t, with a view to 'urprize it. on the 

16th of October. Such were their obstacle. from morasses filled by 

the rains, aDd intervening- precip~ that they found themselvn 

Dearly six miles distant in the IDOming. aDd that they were diiCOvered 

by the enemy. Aftet' giiViAg the men a little respite,. Captain. 

Dalrymple pushed on, drove the SpaniaIds frOU\ an ambuscade,. 

tcCured and established posts on the heights round the town and fort,. 

and l:lavmg been incommocle.d by romquetry from the place, he set 

it in fiames, at which time Commodore Luttrell eotesed the harbour 

and completed !be blockade by se .. 

After cannon being landed. and the battaies Opellied. during some 

days, tbey had produced but little effect upon the enemy's works:: 

on which 1t was resolved to storm them with 150 Seamen and~ 

MaritleS, united with iOrne loyal Irish, .who were to' he aided in

their approach by a fire from the ships and the heights. Under this 

cover the aasaiJ.aD.ts advanced at four in the lDorning9 apiaat walls 

28 feet in heigbt. To these they applied theil: sealing ladden, 

when the storming party, headed by two Britith Seamen, gained the 

.top, aDd being instantly seconded, the Spaniard., paralysed at the 

.claciI>g oct. begged /Dr <iuart.ec. 

It i. to be regretted- that tho _Duae and local, ,origin uf OM 

iDtrepid Sailor, upon this occasioo, should have beeo.:loIt.. AscendiD« 

with two cutlaases,. he soon found aD. .enemy almost aal.eept wliMN:ft 



j,. <IHdoI ..... to .. crifice, rounog IDon from 'his "-.bob, he pat '"" 

iou." the "Spaniard'" hand, telling him they w... now equal, 

\Wbetber from a dislike to 'he combat, or in gratitude for such 
~ 

generous conduct, the tender. however. was Dot accepted. 

The Commanders declined some offers of ransom made by the 

.enemy which would have been highly advant:tgeous to themselves; 

but they militated against their Count:r'Ys interest. This conquest 

was obtained with a very tri6ing loss. 

Some valuable captures were brought into our ports during the 

year, and our Commerce was well protected. 

Sir James Wallace, by an exploit in Cancalle Bay. recalled to 

the public mind the deeds Qf former times. by the capture or 

destruction of three frigates under the French batteries. 

Lieutenant A.}. Field, of the Marines, still lives an imtance of 

Providence, by an 6Cape from the melancholy fate of too many of 

his shipmates in the Quebec frigate, which blew up in action with 

La Surreillante, 

In this, British valour would have ultimately triumphed; but 

it was obliged to yield to deatiny. The most amiable manners, in 

union wilh a .co:ol couragCl, were tM predominant features of Captain 

Farmer's character. 

Captain Peanon_ of the Scrapis, ennobled himself by a brave 

defence against a much greater force, which 11SSUmes an historical 

importance, from its happy consequences in . saving a lFge and. 

-{
"" .... ~ _ .£';.;_.-7.t' 

valuable conTOY ~,rusted to his oue. , ... ~~..-.-~ _.-4 "..c... ~"...~- -
An acIioo w .. fougllt between IUs Majesty', " hip P .. rl 104 

the SpanWa frigate 51:. Alnmonica.. which very much signalized 



Captain, now Admiral George Montague, and in which Lieutenant 

Fowke, of Marines, was also distinguished. ( ~ "'~>A ,.~ 
Nothing of attached moment farther, appears within the review 

of 1779. 

= 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

liN every war it has been evident that state necessity has required 

an annual increase to the establishment of Marines. EightcC'1l 

thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine were the number decreed 

for the service of 1780. 

It was at this period, and has since been too prevalent a ClistOm, 

to embark recruits not only unscienced in discipline, but utterly 

untrained to arms. Such deficiencies could only be compensated by 

native valour, aided by thr: care of Officers in rendering them good 

marksmen, and by that punctual system which prevails in our ships 

of war. A few Y(gu/ar.built Soldiers should always be intermingled 

with every detachment; a rule that can only be observed by main

taining a sufficient strength during peace, or by a prompt levy on 

the commencement of hostilities. 

The year of 1780 was ushered in by some well-timed successes 

of Ad.Lniral Rodue~. Wllile nature has so clearly pointed. out our 

means of defence, she bas also taught our islanders to greet. .with 

tenfold joy, every victory that is gained upon their favourite element. 
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After eighteen months of war against an inveterate foe, nothing 

had been achieved worthy of being considered as a balance in the 

scale; of course the taking of Langara in the Phcenix, with three 

other ships of the line. the explosion of the St. Domingo. nnd the 

destruction of the St. Julian and St. Eugenio. of 70 guns, added 

to the recent capture of one 64, escorting a valuable convoy, so 

crouded together, filled the Country with general exultation. 

Admiral Rodney exhibited much enterprize, although he posse~sed 

superior numbers, by pursuing and vanquishing an enemy upon his 

own coasts. during a most dreadful gale, and on a Icc shofe. which 

had nearly proved fntal to many of his ti l!et, who. from their ardour, 

became entangled amongst the dangerous l'!llOals of St. Lucar. 

Sir George Rodney was most ably seconded by the vigour and 

counsel of his Captain, Young. who'>e talents as an Officer sto.xl 

mcritedly high. 

Although the Span~ards fought brav(·Iy, still they pbinly shewed 

that they were no a.depts in the most essential bmnches of discipline; 

as the blowing up of the St. Domingo, and a partial explosion in the 

Princessa, proceeded entirely from a want of internal syslem. 

Lieut. Strachan, of Marines, brother to tht: present Sir Richard. 

was killed upon the forecastle of the Edgar in this action. 

The immediate and happy effects of it were the relief of 

Gibraltar and Minorca, besides convincing the cO:lsh of the Medi

terranean that Britain was still able to assert her former dominion on 

the seas. The Admiral prosecuted his course for the West Indies, 

while the bulk of the Fleet returned to England under a continuance 

of the same good fOltune. 

K • 



Our enemies 10lt nine sail« the liDe upon the whOle « this 

ewpedition, which wa •• ~ -br ne .... IIity, I,"t kmll ... Wd :.nth 
the most signal consequences. 

ACCOUDU were receinxl early ill this year of the -death of the 

celebrated Captain Cooke, at the Itbnd tt O'wby'he; in defoodinp; 

whose 'Valuable life, tbrr:atened by .. borde of savages, four out of 

nine of my Ccaps shared his destiny. 

Long had our avaricious neighbours, the Dutch, continued to 

foment the spirit of rebellian. in the Watern Wodd, by various 

supplies. without which its virulence, nay its existence mu.t have 

ceased. With one uniform character for punctuality in dealing, to 

an extent and nir::ety rarely known but in our own land, these moral 

virtues, which can alone give joy to the wealthy, are abeorbed in 

the Hollander by an unceasing pwsuit of tbe same object. The 

bonds of nature. ancl all the ties of honour which unit., nbtion to 

nation, are sacrificed by him to the call of eelf·intcr13st. This 

friendly passion, and the repeated injuries sustained by England, 

brought on D. rupture between the two countries, friends by alliance, 

but enemies in dleir principles of action. 

The detention of Count Byland added fuel to the flame, by 

furnishing means to the emisiaries of France, in Holland, who were 

active in working upon the popular mind. From the beginniug 

of 1780, the CllUSC of these hostilities, which commenced iewards 

the close Q/ the year, may be deted. 

The conduct of the aeutral POWeD. at this em of accumulatint 

diftieultie., was equally ungrateful. ,At the a-I of thom w .. 

Russia, whom we 11ad nurtured in Naval taeties .aEKl the art8 d 



dvm .. tion, by. Ioog I1'8in 01 flieodly good offiees, Bol hOI early 

energies were levelled agaiasc: the life of her Patroness, Md in 

deiance. too. of thM maritime code of laws, wbicli had been lon, 

recOg'ft'ized by Europe as tlie fixed stan.dard of commercinl inter-

)If ever there was a period of our existence that urged general 

union it was this. OUI Country seemed doomed to destruction, and, 

like vultures hurried on by instinct to the spot of :lniJ'lIal dissolution, 

every netion cr&ooed agaimt our Hiland to lay claim fur ils share of 

Qur tottering Empire. To prevent the t("petit'ion of su¢h 3. period 

in our history t a fostering core of our Navy, aoc~ every branch 

attached to it, appean the wiSiest system, and tbe most incumbent 

duty. 

Sir Henry Clinton having been freed from every fear by tbe 

gloriou!l repulse of D'Estaing from Savannah, had it in his power to 

carry the British arms to any part of the American coast. His first 

essay was aimed against:! the province of South CarolilHl, and his 

operati.ons commenced on the 1st of April against Charlestown, its 

Capital, after ha~ landed upon Joho's Island, and from thence 

advancing by slow steps; which' affot'ded time to the Rebels of 

fortifying every point of defence. 

Admiral Arbuthnot. with the squadron, soon after passed :£I'ort 

Moultrie with trifling l'09t, and anchored just without tl'lc range of 

shot· from tbe tl)wn. which completed its investment towards the 

sea. tbough a communication was unavoidably open between the 

~ anel the Country. by means of Cooper~s R.ivor to the North-

2 



eaat. This was soon cut off by a large detachment under Colonel 

Webster, which General Clinton was enabled to spare, from his 

access to the sea being kept up by the ships of war. A very brilliant 

affair took place between the advanced guard of tllat force and a 

body of Americans, at Monk's Corner, which lefiectcd much honour 

upon CDlonel T.arleton and Major Fergusson, the [ormel of whom. 

soon after, very justly secured permanent fame, by beating a Rebel 

Corps of Cavalry upon the banks of the Santee. 

Early in May, the besiegers having completed their third parallel, 

Captain Hudson, of the Navy, was landed with 200 Seamen and 

Marines on Sullivan's Island, ill order to have stormed the importaut 

post of Fort Moultlie. at the same time the ships were to attack by 

seo. The ganison surrendered to that party on the 6,h of May. 

This had a strong cff('ct upon our subsequent operations, as the town 

fell by capitulation on the 12th, 

Very high commendations were bestowed upon Generals Earl 

Cornwallis, Leslie. and Patel son ; Lieut. Colonels Webster and 

Tarleton, and Major Moncricffe, also had tildr share of applause in 

Sir Henry Clinton's detail. The services of Captain Elphinstone, 

DQW Lord Keith, were also very signal. Much good was anticipated 

from this bappy event. which was not, however, eventually 

realized. 

The gallant exertions of Lord Cornwallis in the subaequent 

progress of the campaign, upon a minute retrospect, must rank him 

as a great and a zealous Officer, Colonel Tarleton also Rands higb 

upon its annals, which will be recognized in terma of eulogium by 

posterity. 



Admiral Rodney, who had proceeded to the Wcst Indies (!"Om 

Gibialtar, found himself opposed to a superior force of the enemy. 

Confiding in the long-tried valour of a British Fleet, he was deter

mined, however. to dispute the palm with them. Monsieur Guichen, 

previous to his arrival, had paraded beforc St. Lllcia, !ocemingly 

with a view of attempting something; but Rear-Admiral H yde 

Parker and Gen~ral Vaughan had evidently made such jLICHcious 

dispositions, as deterred him from even a partial trial of force. Sir 

George Rodney soon returned the visit, and offered battle, which 

was not accepted. Leaving some coppec('d frigatp.s to watch their 

motions, he returned to Gr06 Islet Bay. 

In the night of the 15th of April, De Guichrn put I.osca, ane! 

was quickly followed, when a general chace ensued. At the close 

of day on the 16th , the English formed into line, and a series of able 

mancc1lvring on both sides took place next morning. At eleven the 

conflict began, which ended after four, when the enemy bore away. 

The English Fleet, obliged to repair its damages, could not pursue, 

Most tremendou!\ was the fire of the Sandwich, Admiral Rodr)(>(s 

ship, upon that day, and so visible were its effects, that it is impos

sible to calculate what can be :lchieved by BritoJ1 ~ , when their valour 

is let loose, against any force, however great. Captain C,rcy. of 

Marines. was wounded in the Grafton, and Lieut. Ht'rriot, who 

now so ably conducts a well-known paper entitled TIN Sun. in the 

Elizabeth. 

Regaining sight of the French Fleet, thf'y run for shelter under 

the 'guQS of Guadaloupe upon the 20th. The talents of Captain 

Young, of the Sandwich, were peculiarly displayed upon thi., 



oactision, and W''e.e most- al1lriiiat"f to • CC,lJWtnander in €Idef .. 

Thus w~s the Empire of tltege Seas l'eCOV"Mt'cl b)! aft jnitrior i'last" 
which was prodtlcliw, hQ\W"v~r. Oftl" of a fiUMy tlittmph,. as ti",re 

were no English troops to- follow it up by an att-a4.:k: upon t-bew 

islands. English comme«!e. haw:elli6 •• was prottebed. wh.ile ibM of 

tho French suffered much. Two <It-hcr aoticms of l~c.r note wer.e 

fouj?:ht on the l!i th and 19th of May, But equal! y in<kcisi ve. 

The spirited countenat1ce of Captain. now Admiral CornwaJlis. 

off Monte Christi, in t~ Lion. of. 69 gUftet haNing under him- the 

Dristol of 50, and Janus of 404<, which were opposed by Monsieur 

La Motte Pkquet. reputed one of the ~t Oflicers i11' the French 

Navy, witb four 74< gun~ships and. two frigatt's, fl.1ust 'over be noticed 

as one of tlte most brilliant incidents of the American war. 

It has been the lot at that brave man~ to have SIn/"ed to his 

Country, in two instances, a respectab-le poruon of fief! NavaL foI!ces, 

when apparently doomed to fall a'I'ld onrwhelmod by numbers.. 

\Vith his little squadror.r. he rosistec:I, succeesfoUy. thta UI\ited. attack., 

through the night of the 20th of Meecb, and an t1te following day 

maintained the unequal crombat naarly tnree houn.. ()n the 22d 

the F.nglisb Ruby, of 640 gUM, and two frigates appeared, with 

wl1ich he. in turn, became the pursuer of La Motte Picquet, wb&, 

by his own accoun~ aDd in the true spirit of a F~hlBMl.t zaert.ed 

his clnilD to t'fM h,arlJ, "8 being eMblematical of. hia oom.~ 

Som? single act.i()118 were fought during 1780, that would: I.ve 

dODe honour to afiy, period of out maritime greate ... 

Amongst these may be noticed tm eaptwe .. La "'prioie .... 

cf 44 guns, by La Prudenta fri8ato, ~aptaiu WaWtgtave, now ..... 



Radldaie. -Speaking of the condudt df.niB Marines on thiti occasion. 

~ s:ay~ •• III justi.ce to Li~nt. Banks .of the MaNtles. II ,must beg 

" leave 410 observe Mtbeir Lorcbbips., that his party beb.yod with .oe 
U utmost steadiness and ibAlvery, ceeping up a ,regular and constant 

U fire from the beginning -of "he action. till necessity cnlled thaem 

.. to the great guns, w.hen they .hewed an ellun,l share of !.pirit ond 

t' good order." 

Another terminated in the taking of La Nymphe by the Flora, 

Captain Peere Williams, whieh was manned principally by bud:.mcu, 

and a raw party of Marines. Soon after tbe conflict begt.ll. the 

Flora's wheel was shot away, when both ships fell on board each 

other. This afforded some instances of individual gallatltr),. by 

repelling the enemy's boarders, and by the British returning the 

compliment, and eventually striking the flag of La Nymphc. 

Although IZGmplete adepts in the small sword, .!till it proved 

unavailing against the cutlass and the nxe. 

Lieutenant, now Captain Busig.flY of Marines, very much 

distinguished himself. and his sword bore marks of his valour. 

Although not properly within my scope. still the bravery of 

Captain Moore in the Fame privateer of Dublin, cannot pas!. 

unnoticed. It 1'eflected honour upon his Country. In hi s little ship 

of .240 guns and 108 ml.'l1. he attacked' five sail of the enemy forn,cd 

into line. canying 54 guns and 167 sailors. Four out (If that number 

were taken, aed recompensed bis courage by th~ir wealth. 

The alertness of. British Seamao. whose DalHe cannot be reLraced, 

wasdM me8L1s of deTelopeing sufficient matter for rq)fisals against 

the Dutch, upon the 20th of December. Never did ltlt'rC nppl'ar sud. 



a scene of low intrigue, and aeUiab cunning as in these papen which 

were saved from the ocean. They betrayed a treaty of commerce, 

which had existed, in secret, ever since 1778, with the rebE'l states, 

which would have been sooo cementod by one of alliance, under the 

same dark covert if this disaster had not discovered all, and brought 

down the vengeance of Britain for such perfidy. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

TWENTY thousand tbree hundred and seventeen Marines were 

voted for the service of 178 1. 

The widely extended commerce of Holland now lay open to 

general enterprize, which was soon successfully exerted. As avarice 

was the predominant cause of hostilities, so it was the object of 

chastisement. 

Gibraltar attracted the early attention of our Ministry. by an 

effort to relieve it, which was accomplished by Admiral Darby, with 

the Grand Fleet. under circumstances of apparent difficulty, but of 

eventu:ll good fortunt:. If the Combined Forces had been united, 

which was their annual policy and within their power, such an 

:lUcmpt must have been abortive, or performed at aD unwarrantable 

risk. 



That fortress persevered in a system of defence, peculiarly 

destructive to the enemy, and of a kind the most honorable to 

General Elliot and his garrison. Captain Hcrve-y in the Panther, 

with lIis small squadron, also gave proofs of wonderful courage, in 

frustrating the aim of some fire vessels tlJ:\t were employed to burn it. 

France always intent upon her own interests, cmbral'cli this 

occasion of reinforcing uer West India fleets OJ :l powerful d('lachment 

under the Compte De Grassc. This became Ilcccss:uy. from the 

return of De Guichell to Europe, who. after having joined DOll 

Solano·s fleet, went down to Hispaniola, with an evident purpose 

of attacking Jamaica, but from whom he separated without a stroke. 

Although the battles of Admital Rodney afforded nn signal marks 

of victory in captures. still Ihtir effects had a strong influence in the 

conduct of De Guichcll fOf proceeding homcwa rds with those shattefed 

ships. from amongst Ilis fleet, that could be rcfittcd on ly ill Europe. 

Holland soon felt the consequenccs of its baseness, by the loss 

of all its West India possessions, and some valuablc convoys. The 

free port of St. EU6tatius, hitherto the depot of Amcrica, and of ellery 

adventurer who had money, fell early in February without firing a 

gun. Demerara. lssequibo, and the Dutch Settlements on the 

Spanish main were successively taken, together with the Mars of 

60 guns, Admiral Krowl, with 26 sail of merchantmen under hit' 

protectioD, whQ was killed by a musquet ball, in a short action with 

the MatUlfch. Captain Reynolds. 

Sir Samuel, now Lord Hood, having been soon after sent to 

windward to cruize for De Grasse, was limited lo a station, which 

gave little hope of ultimate success., 

LL 



Three sail of the line were unfortunately retained at St. Euwu.ius. 

which would have been a valuable addition to his force, thus inferior 

to the expected arrivals from France. 

The British Admiral continued off Fort Royal, Martinique, until 

the 28th of A?ril, when a signal was made for the t"llcmy's approach. 

Every eff"urt was used to close with the lanci., and of course with them, 

who, in line of battle, on the morning of the 29th, afforded protection 

to a numerous convoy that soon reached a safe anchorage. Dc Grasse 

was immediately strengthened by 4 ships of the line, from the Bay, 

which authorized him to have followed up the most decisive views. 

Sir Samuel Hood formed his fleet into close order. and was joined by 

the Ptince William of 640 gllOS, Captain Stair Douglas. who then 

watered ot St. Lucia, but had weighed with an unexampled dispatch 

to share ill the conflict, and who continued to cheer along the British 

Line, until he fell into his station. 

De Grasie opened his fire, but at a distance little calculated to 

balance the scale of victory. He had the option of it tllough he never 

:1vailed himself of his fortune. Three hours cannonade was kept up, 

during which it appeared that the French powder was much stronger 

than ourS, when the British Admiral seeing the unavailing expendi

ture CE'uscd to waste it. 

This period could not boast of tballiberal attention to the seaman's 

-wants, which has choracterized our Country, during the late war. 

towards her naval !>ervants. Scurvy. at that time, was the prevalent 

disease in our fleet, and this had reached an alarming height in 

many of the ships attached to Sir Samuel Hood. 
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The world too generally ground their opinions upon external 

circumstances, without examining minutely into inferior details, 

which, whee known, will be considered, by the judicious. as often 

constituting the solid merits of human- action. To a great superiority 

of fresh ships and healthy crews, as yet unbraced by the climate, 

Adndral Hood was opposed with 7 sail less in number, reduced in 

effective strength by scurvy. and against nn enemy, whose naval 

confidence had never arrived nt a greater summit. That steady 

countenance which he evinced in their presence, was yet surpassed 

by a noble effort, on the following day, which shewed the invincible 

spirit of his mind, and these resources so m;uaUy annexed to 

magnanimity and talents. 

Observing the scattered order of the French, :l1ld catching a 

change of wind in his favor, not common in that Country, he direcl<.d 

a general chace. and levelled all his force against their most 

vulnerable point. 

But the clements were fickle, and disappointed his manly views, 

after which he bOle up for Antigua to refit, and land his wounded. 

The interval was seized by Dc 8011ille and De Grasse to carry St. 

Lucia, who were happily re~ist('d by the united energies of Captain 

Campbell of the !S7th Regiment. and Lieutenant, afterwards thfl 

unftlrtunate but amiable C.::tptain Miller of the Theseus. Improving 

the same occasion, another, but more prosperous expedition, was 

undertaken against Tobago, which was finally st'condcd by the 

whole French fleet and army. 

Sir George Rodney, having assumed the command. reached 

Barbadoes on the 23d of May, where he learned the attack upon 
2 



t}l)at island. Lieutenant Johnttone of Mannes was sent in an Advice 

Boat in order to gain intelligence, and other information of a secret 

nature. His ability and zeal fully qualified him for the task, but 

nothing could avert its surrender. after two fruitless attempts to 

relieve it. This may be said to have ended the cmnpaign of 1781, 

in the West Indies. 

In th;s summer the total reduction of West Florida was effected 

by the Spaniards. who persevered in recovering the possessions, 

formerly wrested from them. The combined fleets, after covering a 

debarkation at Minores, towards the dose of August, procet'ded in 

triumph to tIle mouth of the British Channel, while Admiral Darby 

retired to Torbay. Discord and sickness were again the agents of 

heaven to counteract their menaces, and a kind Providence wafted 

home our commerce in safety. soon after those powerful enemies had 

each returned to his own ports. 

The 5th of August exhibited a display of obstinate bravery not 

unworthy of former times, when the Empire of the Seas was so 

strenuously disputed by Great Britain and Holland. Two squadrons 

headed by Officers, who were animated by the same stem spirit, met 

on the Dogger Bank, each with a convoy under his protection. 

Having secured their safety, Admiral Parker bore down against his 

rival, Zoutman, who coolly awaited his approach until he reached 

tbe good old measure for decidIng their Country's differences and 

prowess. After a clOie conflict of three hours and a half, the Dutch 

resigned the palm by bearing up for the Texel. Captain Campbell of 

Marines, in the Berwick, and Lieut. Stewart of the same ship, 

beoides Lieut. Cuthbert of the Dolphin, were the Officers \hat faU 
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under my review of casualties in wounded on that occasion. The 

sinkIng of one of their 74', after the action, the safe return of a 

valuable and important fleet into our ports, while that of the enemy 

flew for shelter into their own, were the consequent fruitl, and must 

be undisputed evidences of vietory. 

During this unfortunate war, the similarity of language and of 

manners, had introduced into the bosom of our Country many an 

American Incendiary. who, without suspicion, were either the imme

diate Emissaries or maintained a correspondence with those of France. 

Inviolable secrecy must ever be the life of foreign expeditions, but it 

unhappily did not exist at this era, and more particularly in that 

wbich was set on foot against the Dutch Settlement at the Cape of 

Good Hop •. 

This was undertaken under the joint auspices of Commodore 

Johnstone and General Meadowes, who departed from England on 

the 13th of March. and reached Port Praya &.y. in St. Jago. one of 

thc Cape de Verd islands, on the 10th of April. 

During war there ought never be too confident a security. 

Vigilance and alertness are tbe cs"cnce of discipline. and they never 

should be relinquished even within the bosum of a friendly country. 

A surprize can find no palliation. 

Anchored in :l scattered fortn, which a little time could n(lt 

entirely remedy, our squadron was unexpectedly assailed by Admiral 

SuflTeio, onc of the few of his countrymen who met Englishmen on 

their fuvourite plan of close fighting, and whom the early intelligence 

of his court had detached with a force sufficient to counteract the 

ICbemes of our Cabinet. After a most spirited attack which strongly 



attested his enterprize and .cow:age" be was repulMed by British 

valour, and his ships so much shattered as to hold out to the 

Commodore the.prospect of an !lltimate triumph. 

The enemy were afterwards chaced, but more impecinus and future 

views put an end to the pursuit. That good and gallant Officer Capt. 

now Sir Thomas Pasley, of the Jupiter, Capt. Alms, of the Monmouth. 

and Captain Hawker, of the Hero, were particularly noticed by 

their Chief. for their conduct througb the day. Great and animated 

were the exertions of some of the East Indiamcn, and the steady coun

tenance of Capt. Jenkineon and his detachment of the 98th Regiment, 

in repelling the enemy's boarders from the Fortitude, attracted much 

desetved praise. Suffrein having anticipated Commodore JOhnstone. 

in reaching the Cape, threw into the ganison every necessary &upply, 

which precluded all hopes of succeeding against it, acd changed 

the future plan of tbe expedition. Having received notice of five 

Dutch East Indiamen being in Saldahna Bay, forty miles north [rom 

the Cape, the squadron shaped its course thither, and made prizes of 

four, the other having been set on fire. This was a deep cut upon 

our avaricious foe. The French Admiral went on to India, and 

General Meadows proceeded under a proper escort to the same quarter. 

while the Commodore returned to England. 

Notwithstanding the diminished territories of France in tbe East, 

!ltill the zeal and ability of her Agents, well versed in intrigue. had 

the address, not ollly to reconcile the existing contentions between 

Hyder AUy and the Mnbrattas, but to direct their united power 

again,t our wide possessions in that part of the world. These wer~ 

to be supported by promised aids from Bourbon aDd the Mauritius, .5 



wen as auxiliaries from many of the petty Princes of HiDdostan, who 

eagerly acceded to the ooalition. 

The apathy of the Presidency at Madras. at tills momentous 

crisis, was highly criminal. No steps were taken to concentrate 

their troops, although they were long apprized of Hyder's views, who. 

like' a torrent, came down from the mountains and entered the 

Carnatic with nn army of 100.000 men. Sir Hector Monro, at last. 

took the field against thh. host, and having raised the siege of Arcot, 

fixed his post at Conjeverane, where he awaited his expected 

reinforcements from the Tanjore Country in the Souto, and thOle 

from the Gunlaz Circar in the North. 

This being merely introductory matter to future discuision, in 

which my corps was called forth, my detail of these movements 

must be concise. 

The world well knows the illU disaster of Colonel Baillie's 

detachment from the latter Country, in which was also involved that 

of Colonel Fletcher from the Main Army. after having exhibited tll\' 

most extraordinary feats of European valour. From unaccountable 

causes, no effort, worthy of the occasion, was made to alienate the 

doom of those brave, but unfortunate men. The immediate con

sequences were the retreat of General Monro to the Mount, and the 

Camatie being overrun by Hydl'r and his savage legions. Ihpid 

were his successes, and Madras itself anticipated the horror::. of a liege 

from this relentless invader. 

The energies of the Counl.,il of Bengal w(:re patriotically great 

ltnder tbese perilous events. Casting an eye towards that <1istingushed 

Veteran, Sir Eyre Coote, he was with onc general voke call~d fortll 



t .. retrieve th_ calamities. H. acoordingly el1lberked (rom Caloutta, 

with a force, while some seapoy battalions marched from Bengal to 

the Camatic. General Goddard was directed tu tran$port a 

detachment from his army acting against the Mahrattasy and Sir 

Edward Hughes, with his fleet. was solicited to block up the ports 

of Hyder. on the coast of Malabar. The Government of Bombay W8$ 

likewise t)cdered to alarm his dominions. 

Sir Eyre Coote ql,lkkly restored its wonted lustre to the British 

anns by a series of brilliant efforts, during 178 I, that enabled him, 

after the destruction of Hyder', naval force at Calicut and Mangalorc, 

by Sir Edward Hughes, to seud an adequate detachment for the 

reduction of Negapatam, which was committed to Sir Hector Monro, 

who assumed the command of the troops in the Tanjore Country, and 

who was enjoined to co-operate in the attempt with Admiral Hughes 

and his squadron. Hyder Ally had placed a strong garrison in the 

Fort, and occupied many strong holds within that Province and on 

itl borders. 

Preparatory for this object a number of the Company's troops 

reached Nagore on the 21St of October, which were soon headed by 

General Monro, who landed from the Superbe. Sir Edward Hughes 

disembarked his Marines, consisting of 443. on the ,arne day, and a 

battalion of 827 seamen upon the 22d. The looked for shift of the 

Monsoon, and lateness of the leason prompted the most active 

measures, Owing to a heavy surf the cannon aud all necessary 

implements were ccmvryed by rafts to the shore, in which the zeal of 

our Sailors, under the superintendaoct: of Captain Ball, was IDGIt 

praiseworthy. 
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The enemy having thrown up stroog lin .. lIanked by redoub .. , 

to defend the approaches to Negapatam, they were stonned and 

carried on the night of the 29th; much of the success and glory of 

which very justly attached to the Seamen and Marines, whose 

intrepidity was never more conspicuous. They also evinced :m 

unreJaxed zeal in prosecuting the necessary works of labour. During 

the siege two sorties were attempted by the garrison, which originnUy 

consisted of 8000 men, but in each they were quickly repulsed. 

After a severe and well aimed fire, from the 3d to the 12th of 

November I tile Dutch proposed terms which were accepted. 

During ti,e whole course of this fatiguing service, 17 SenmC'1l fell, 

and 27 were wounded. and the rletail of Marines was 13 killed, and 

29 casualties, most of whom died. besides a number of both who 

became victims to sudden cramps, the effects of hard ~uty amidst 

the rains. 

The happy results of this conquest were the immediak evacuation 

of every post in tile Tanjore by Hydcc's trool1s, !lnti the return to 

allegiance of all those: petty Princes who had been seduced, by him, 

from their obedience to the Nabob ofthl'! Carnatic. 

On the 2.1th of October the Seamcn :11111 Marines Wl'rc rc

embarked; when. following up his farther plans, the Admiral set 

sail for Trincomale upon the 2d of December, where be arrived 

the 10th. Early in the sllcceeding morning the Marines, to whom 

two field piece~ were attached, were again put on shore. anr! they 

were soon joined by a body of Seamen, who, with -some Seapoy 

pioneers. instantly formed and marched towards the fort of' Trincomale. 

While its Governor was empI0yed in framing tcrms of capitulation. 
MM 



I.iN4. Samuel 011'" at ti,. IIeH cL the MorillO G.11 ..... C-p8Ily. 

intrepidly ru,hed through tlae pIe_y ... d .ft:d I,i ... the _bid 

.,[ such • dis~ng prioao ... t1v<e 0lIieers .,d .. 0 meD. 

Thi, bold exploit led to the most important~. as the fuIt 

command«!, ... ith 1<) pie_ of .... nOD. the oNy yIooe .... here die 

cequisite st<NleS could be lanfted for tbe Army. The Cflea!lf' ~ 
now btcame limited to Fort Osten:burgh, 5ituated OIl the top of. bill 

which 6weeped the barbour, and 00 the 1otUTlm1t of Ruother above it. 
where there was posted an Officer's gUIll'd. From t1US tbey were 

driven by a «etacbment of Seamen aD!i Mari-ae" who ill elVEfY etay 

were entru&ted to ~ccute those har.:a:ruUOIJI and bonarabie duties. A 

lUmmons was tl}eJ) tendered to the Govemor, whose Rply was firm.. 

Finding that he was not to be intimidated by tl:ireatii, .a galera1 storm 

was pbftned 8lJd executed on the 1 Ith by 450 Seameft and Marines., 

who, in column, and their flanks covered by pioneers, followeci by 

20 Sailon; w.ith scaling ladders, and supported by a re&er'Ve of six 

companies of both descriptions. ad"anoed apW6t the fart early on the 

morning of rllat day.. These were farther stteDgthcpcd by some 

native troops in the rear. 

A Serjeant's party of Marinel, iD froot-oftbe whole. most promptly 

-got into the embrawl!e6. UfIperea.veO by the enemy, who, beiag 

'St'cooded with much alacrity, dle Dutch were finally driven from 

their works, the fort gained. _with it all the sbips in tbe barbo •• 

Mucb do I regret ia DOt belDi" aWe to give the name of this gRlJant 

Serjeant, who seemed to have comhincd talents with spirit. To 

commemorate the worthy deed, o£ the meanest Soleier, is a tribute 

justly due to him. The extensive .oblef'Yance of it would teD4 t. 



roUte emulatioll, and the jealous pride or cflJfacttr. fie who knows 

that be stands on tb. page of record. will be loth to forfeit so 

honorable a distinction. It is a cOllscious dignity wt,ich will :.1ccom~ 

pany him into society, when his Countl'Y no longer wants his scrvK-cs; 

would diffuse its loyal influence amongst the privtlte walks .If lifo~ 

aDd. reanimate the possessor to become a ready Volunteer under every 

public emergency. If disabled by years, he ffi:ly. perhaps, have an 

offSpring, whom he chearfully ~ends forth to battle, not the obdurate 

and callous victims to injured laws, not the mercenary and wretched 

auxiliaries of necessitous expedient, but the manly and independt'nt :lS

sect.«s of Britain's rights and freedom. In r('signed confidence', most 

willingly would he enlrlt'it their destinies to a corps, where courage 

and eondud never remain unnoticed. and are neither forgotten or 

paM away without recompence. 

Fort O!(enburgh was not gairrcd. however, without a contest anti 

loss ; Lieutena.Jlt Long. who commanded a company of Seamen. was 

slu, besides ~o non-commissioned and private Sailors ancl Marincs; 

lieutenant 'Volseley, ofth(' Royal Navy, and Lieutenant Orr, of tIle 

Marine Grenadier Company, who othCiiltcd as Brig.ule Major with 

lDuch credit to himseU throughout this service. welC wounded, as 

~:l at 4.0 of both descriptions.-Humflnity. the brightest gem in the 

capof a Soldier, became the property of each assaultcr; whu. when 

resiatance ~el6ed. spared. in every instance, his suppliant foe. 

ThU!l were 00' unrunu,n} enemit's expcHcd fmlll the coast of 

Cor..andel. Unanimity, the ,ure presage of success, was early 

81f1PBteDt,. and uniformly prevailed • 

• 



::' l' cannot yield a higher testimony, as tathe merits: of my Corps\ than" 

that wh ich was "bestowed by Sir Edward' Hughes", in these words! 

.. The whole of the Officers, who"> have been la"nded from the 

•• squadron for the attack of Negapatam. and this place, (Trincomale), 

•• have. on all Occasions, manifested much honor, cOlltage, and good 

.. conduct; and the private Seamen and Marines have acted. with 

.. great ste.:l.diness and bravery." Major Geils, of "the East India 

Company's Engineers, evinced great professional knowledge in his 

department. 

After a most active campaign to the southward, during the 

progress of which Earl Cornwallis appeared in his wonted attitudes 

of a great and zealous Officer, the affairs of America were much on 

the decline. and it was not from their own energies alone they could: 

now hope for that independence which had " been their sanguine 

avowal, and the summit of all their aims. Every military resource 

began to fail in the summer of 1781, and it was only by one bold 

effort, or an instantaneous appeal for foreign {lid, that their deSpOnding 

troops could be longer kept together, or their expiring prospects be 

rekindled. 

At this awful period the genius of Washington was exerted as a 

Politic-ian as well as a General. Mons. Barras had arrived at Rhode 

Island to assume the command of the French squadron there, whither 

the Rebel Chief hastened to impart the secrets of his anxious heart. 

In :l. conference with General Rochambeau a joint attack upon New 

York was designed; "for which future purpose. Washington in a 

formal demand urged the immediate completion of 'every battalion "ift 

his Army. as well as a strong levy from New England. The bearer of 



these dispatches, with all hi. papers, fell into the 'bands of the British, 

under Sir H. Clinton, who considered it his duty to prepare against 

tbe meditated blow. Orders were accordingly transmitted to Earl 

Cornwallis to detach from his Army in Virginia, wht'n mutual discus

sions betwixt those distinglli~hed ComqJanders ensued, upon which 

I feel 110 authority to enlarge, tbat finally limited his Lordship to the 

defence of York Town and Gloucester, in the River Chcsapcak, 

upon the 22d of August. 

The French and American Armies united at the dose of June, 

but they could attempt nothing against the formidable position 

occupied by Gt'neral Clinton, at Kingsbridge. or could lhcy strike 

at any other quarter without the support of a superior flttt. After a 

tedious suspence, news reached them of the approach of Admirol 

De Grasse, who intimated his intention of entering the ChesJpcak. 

After baving indicated views upon New York, lhe combined force 

suddenly struck across the Jerseys, in order to co-operate and level nil 

their power against the defenceless posts of York Town and Glollcester. 

Sir Samuel Hood reached Srmdy Hook on the 28 th of August, 

when the command devolving upon Rear Adnliral Greaves, he put 

to sea on the 31st with 19 sail of the line, the clay after ~ Grasse 

had anchored ill the Chcs<lpcak with 28 . The French Admiral 

immedialely commenced the block ade of York River, having detJchct! 

four of these to carryon different services in James Rinr, uud with 

tbe rest bringing up in Lynn.llB.ven·bay. 

The British fleet got sight of the Capes of Virginia on the morning 

of the 6tb of September. and in a few hours observed the French 

workiug out in a very confused manner, forming their line as they 



1Mot eould, after clMriDg Capo K",,)!. SiI ,",-1 WooG iIo&n lei 

tile v ... wilh his <livision, .. !Ipso allUlc> ~Y" JIOt1i;o, tbe _ of 

strilUng a de,.iaivc blOlllr I U r~¥«l to &eiae the f)C(.QsipA. by aoJ.icit... 

ing Jois SO<1lIl1l, Captain Reynoldt (tOe preacst Lord Ducie) in tile 

M .. ueh, t. lead him down ",iihin point blank. ,hot of Ibe scatte"", 

mem,. To. tbls- order Capt. Reynolds's reply. waSt ,I T~t I will~ Sir 

Samuel., with a most si.cere pleasure." In an iestant hii shi.p obeyed 

the summODS, and was advancing with hasty strides to victory, 

btJt her signal was made to haul tM ""i.e, 800 to r.esume her station 

in the line_An action altCfWarm commenced, in DO Jespect worthy 

of notice, but that .e rondenRg the gallantry.f Captain!! Robinaon 

..,d Molloy, oftbe Shrewsb.,y ond IRtl!epid, very higlrly cllD.pi~ .. 

This was followed by the Ietum of cech _t to the ancborage 

it bacll~ft. Dc Grasse preferred tbe emancipation of Ameriea, to II 

pn-cariOU8 cembnt on the sea. 

Sir He,n,. Clinton attempted a diversion in COItftecticut, bllt 

nothing could attract General Wasbingtat from his. main object. 

United to Rochambeau they pUlbed on to the hcact of Elk River, 

"here their troops were received on board of French transports. and 

.5OOD joieed. those at \Villiamsburgh under Generals La Fayette aDd 

St. Si""",. 

Moving forward to York Town, Earl CorDwallil withdsew 

within its worlu on the 29th of Septemltef. with the ftHl't..e of 

preserving it, until relieved by ptOlllisod SUCCOlfa f~ tAe rHfthward.. 

Some parties of Maines... from frigates in the river. were iac:orporated 

with hu gamsOfl, of wltom hi. Lordship wa pleued tr>...ce bOllouralH 

.-uoa i .. the poou.: dotail ... _ ponev..mg cW .. ce. SpooWag 



of a redoubt which w8sltC1vanoed over' a creek t:pon the "«ht of the 

British Lines. be sa,.. ,tAat.it WM m,;qteiped ~ainst the fire of 

several baueries. with uncommon gaUa'fltry. by about 120 mt"D of the 

2sd R~giment abd Marines. This body, undc-r the command of 

Captain Apthorpe. and subsequently strengthened by detacbments 

under Lieutenant Colonel Johnstone, receind his Lordship's most 

grateful encomium" at the un1'ortunate close of o.n their operations. 

The post at Gloucester fell with that of York Town, whose garrison 

met with those soothing attentions and sympatl1y, which a brave 

enemy ever eXtends to a worthy oppOnent. 

A-dmira1 Kempenfelt. in December, achieved tbe capture of some 

ttansports and stote sbips, protected by a very superior forre, which 

demcJDstrated that his great mlutical abilities were not confined to 

theory atone. His -exploit, in sigl!t of De Guichen, with nearly 

doublt his own strength, was much enhanced, when we remember 

that it occurred in days too barren of such e~es. 

Some brilliant single actions, at sea, occurred during Ihe year. 

amongst the foremost of which was that fought between tlte Nonsuch, 

of 64<. Sir James Wallace, and a Flen,.h so gun ship. After a 1000s 

gf go Stamen and Marines killed and wounded, Sit James could not 

follow his flying foe. Lieutenant Fowk(', of Marines, t\ most 

promising Officer, was killed in the Pearl, Captain Montague, ill 

an action Which terminated in the capture of L'Esperance Letter of 

Marque, OD the coast of America. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

TWENTY -ONE thousand three hWldred and five Marines were 

voted fOI the year 1782. 

Accounts were received in March of the fall of Minolea, after 

sustaining a siege which immortalized its defender, General Murray, 

and his brave garrison. It was scurvy alone that conquered it, 

which a body of Seamen, formed into a Marint Corps, withstood. 

Many were the honourable traits of patience and zeal shewn by tht" 

Soldiery of every description, through sufferings undel disease and 

fatiguing duties. The Royal Artillery was, as usual, conspicuous 

for their courage anWertions. 

The disasters of tbe last year, and a change of Administration, 

whose views and sentiments, as to the future conduct of the W :lI, 

were very opposite to those of their predecessors, produced a suspen

sion of every offensive attempt upon the American Continent. 

The West Indies was doomed to become the theatre of our Naval 

efforts, and the scene on which to revive our drooping glory. Sir 

Samuel Hood commanded the English Fleet in that quarter, after 

his return from America; but was opposed to De Grasse at the head 

of overpowering numoers. No example of our bistory can affurd 

a brighter instance of daring enterprize, with practical science, than 

was evinced. by the Blitish Chief in attempting the relief of St. Kitts. 



Although it was not succeeded by fortunOlte events, still that does 

not shade its merit. His able plan of attacking an immense superiority 

at anchor in the road of Basseterre, was superseded by the French 

Admiral, who, decoyed by his able manoeuvres, relinquished that 

advantage, which was quickly sC"ized by his acute opponent. 

In the different actions that followed, Captain, now Col. Strickland, 

:lnd Lieuts. Forster and Griffiths, of Marines, were wounded. 

A want of troops placed not within Sir Samuel's power to raise 

the siege of Brimstone Hill, which held out as long as possible, but 

at last capitulated on honourable terms. 

My bounds will not allow me to extend these de-rails, in which 

tbe Marine Corps bore always a zealous. though a subordinate share. 

Rear-Admiral Hood soon after joined Sir George Rodney, who 

brought out a powerful reinforcement of ships, that was most judi~i

ously augmented by the single arrivals of others; by which ·method 

the West India Fleet became superior to the enemy, without their 

being apprized of it. 

A train of success had elated De Grasse, WIlD, with a mighty 

force, put to sea from Martinique on the 8th of April, i.n the certain 

confidence of adding Jamaica to his other cOliq\lests. The British 

Fleet soon followed him, and a partial affair took place au the 9th; 

when an opportunity was lost by the French, of making a scriml) 

impreuion on the English van, under Sir Samuel Hood, unsupported 

by tbe centle and rear, from a casual failure of wind, under the 

idaDd .of Dominique. 

Little hope of bringing- the enemy to a decisive battle continued 

(rom that day, until the 11th, when a general chace was directed 

N. 



against two ships, whose recept damages- had forced to leeward uf 

their fleet, and exposed them to capture. Observing their danger, 

De Grasse. who might have weathered Guad:H.oupe. saclificing that 

object, bore up to save them. 

The Zele falling on board the Ville de Paris duritlg the night, 

by which she lost her main-mast, was chnced in the morning by the 

Monarch, to support which ship the French Admiml hazarded all, 

with his united force. Captain Reynolds was then recalled to his 

station in the line, and the conflict began at seven, on the 12th of 

April. That glorious day. with its important consequences. nt so 

critical a period of our history. must be recognized by the latest 

posterity. To particularize> any be-longs not to me nn so great an 

occasion, where all were entitled to prois('. The high talents of 

Sir Charles Douglas afforded his gallant supeJior much useful aid 

through the day. 

De Grasse being carried a captive to that island which he had 

but a little while ago viewed tbe certain spot of his triumphs as :il 

conqueror, is an impressive example of the vicissitudes of fortune. 

He had the mortification to witnesil those grateful effusions of its 

natives, poured forth to their saviours, which. undt"r different 

circumstances, would have been offered to him uuder the constrained. 

forms of political adulation. 

IQ this long..contested action four Captains of Marines were 

wounded, but only two were named in tbe public dispatch-Bell and 

Bagg. Lieut. Mounier was killed, and the Subalterns Breedon., 

Buchan, Harm, and Laban were wounded .. 
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Respecting Lieut. Mounier: of the Torbay, I am led to notice 

tbe following anecdote, as having been narrated to me by Lieut. 

Collins of that sbip. In the morning, after the two hostile fleets 

had formed the line and were approaching each other, Mounier, 

wnO!oe spirit in single combat had previously been fatallyexprdenced 

by hi, antagonist. expressed a sensation of an immediate change in 

his destiny. Und~r this impression he requested Licut. Collins to 

playa game at picquet to divert the time, until t11('y opened tire. 

This they continued to do. when each wenl to his respect ive !itatian. 

The sad presentiment was soon realized If) poor Moutlier, who was 

early in the bottle cut in two, and the grcatN part of his r('mains 

were scattered on tile 5<"0.. 

Sir Edward Hughes encountered, in four different actions, Mon. 

sieur SUffi-eill, one of the bravest Officers in the Naval service of 

Franct' . Possesiing. in each, a great advantage in number!, the 

utmost height of valour. but productive of no immediate effects, was 

exhibited in all by the British Fleet. The French Admiral shewed 

himself worthy of the trust confided in him by his Sovereign. 

III one of these battles, fougLt 0'1 the 12th of April. the MOil. 

mouth, Captain Alms, suffered extremely, .l1H1 was p:lrticul:uly 

distinguisbed. All tbe Marines all ber poop were either killed or 

wounded, excepting Captain Pearce and Lieut. Moullie:. who nobly 

volunteered to assist in fighting her guns on the main deck, ~th"r they 

had lost all the brave men under tbeir own command. 

The discomfiture of the combined armamcl\t~ before Gibraltar in 

Septe~ber of this year, must ever stand as a memorable event upon 

our anDal,. Humanity and victory walked hand in hand, and, a~ 



usual, adtlCned the IU\tional chatacter, on that grand occu1on: 

The long.tried valoUl of General Elliot. and the spirited services of 

Sir Roger Curtis, with those under their controul, were sealed and 

consummated by deeds of mercy, which will n("ver be forgotten by 

our enemies. That fortress was soon after relieved by Lord Howe, 

under circumstances mOlit hODourable to llis Lordship, the Officf'rs, 

Seamen, and Marines who seconded him. 

In every incidental combat at sea, during the currency of 1782. 

our wonted prowess was at all times conspicuous. The short, but 

well-contested fight of Captain Jervis (now Earl St. Vincent) in the 

Foudroyant, with Le Pegase. afforded a powerful evidence how 

much success is dependent on seamanship and discipline. While a 

dreadful carnage was the Frenchman\. lot. the English los'> was 

confined to a few slightly wounded. among whom was numbered her 

Commander, whose professional address obtained a bloodless victory. 

The names of Pole, Luttrell, and Salter, were destined to be 

conspicuous, and their encomiums transcended to Lieuts. Pownol and 

Rankine, of my Corps, for their steady co--opcration and bravery in 

the Success and Mediator. 

The year closed with nogociations for a general peace, the 

provisionary articles of which were mutually signed at Paris by 

Commi~ion~ from Britain and America. on the 22<1 of November. 

These were soon after followed by the exchange of preliminary 

articles with Fraoce and Spain, on the 20th of January, 1783. 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

THE public measures during 1783. were more precautionary than 

hostile, tending cbieB.y to guard ngainst contingencies, and to be 

ready to resume our arms, if necessary, with effect. in every quartcu· 

of the world. 

Peace was most ardently desired by aU the contending Powers, 

and its attainment was marked by sincerity and cool di5(.ussion. 

America foresaw a disorganized army and impoverished resources, 

while France and Spain, feeling their quickly decaying hmmces, 

most cordially united to accelerate the happy event. The deciiive 

battle of tlJe uth of April, and their signal repulse from Gibraltar, 

had also due weight in the scale of consideration and exped~ncy. 

Amidst the awful storm. Britain began to emerge. by degrees. from 

under the heavy cloud which had long overcast her political horizon, 

and to reclaim her ancient seat amongst tilt: nations. Every subor

dinate occasion that called forth her Naval energies, <;eemed to 

display a spirit worthy of the brightest periods of her Maritilt'~ 

glory. 

However delicate the topic, I am still induced to notice the 

reiterated instances of baneful mutiny in our Fleet, during this year 

.f Jeturning tranquillity. It is a lamentable truth that examples of 

indiscipline were as common as they were s.uca&&ful. and to the plan 



of ,compromise wbich was then punued, may be traced, in paltt that 

predilection fot revolt which agitated the mind. of our SeameD during 

tbe late contest-crimes, for whi~b their unparalleled achievements 

have amply atoned to their Country, but iUch as never can find a 

palliative witbin their own breastst or an e:xtenuatioll from any pen 

tbat is guided by an impartial impulse. 

The demonstrations of loyalty aDd zeal, in every Marine Dctarh~ 

ment, during tbis turbulent era, although not realized by deeds, 

still evinced a readiness to seal them with their lives, in the support 

of good order. These fatal means which were used to appease the 

spirit, hushed his murmurs indeed, but they invigorated the growth 

of the untamed monster. After the various and meritorious services 

of the Marine corps, during two successive wars, at a time when 

their loyal zeal was conspicuous to their Country, when their utililY 

and subordinati~n were in every mouth, a heavy reduction in its 

establishment took place. It was with equal surprize, and general 

regret, that this faithful body of men became limited to 4495. and to 

70 companies, with a parsimonious allowance of Field Officers. Such 

a popular branch of the public force was evidently small for supplying 

the ships of Wlr in commilSioD, and for the important duties of 

guarding our naval 6nenals. But as the judicious policy of the 

present day, has adopted a more liberal aDd patriotic system respecting 

the corps of Marjn~s. I deem myself precluded from thllt lRnge of 

comment upon the method of anterior times, which I should have 

otherwise felt an authority to claim. 

Another vindictive conflict occurred in the Eut, but without 

lOY important consequences; in which Sir Edward Hugbea, . .. 



hitherto. nobly maintained the honor of the British flag. against 

Admirnl SuflTein and superior numbers. The sound of ~ace soon 

after reachc-d their ears, and dosed nIl their differences. 

Acts of generous bospitality, and works of mercy in the weslern 

world, superseded stratagem in war, and the thir!>t of fam~. 

Prince William H enry, now his Royal Highness the Duke of 

Clarence, whom professional z~al had carried to lhat quarh'r, was 

at the cessation of hostilities , under that able master, Lord Hood. 

Since his entry into the Navy he had shewn a peculiar attention to 

every branch of its duties, :lOd had affilrded the earliest pre!>age of 

the rno;t distinguishcrl talents upon its hazarduolls, but lwpular 

c1('ment.. A princely wish to qualify himself for this honoumbJ(' 

calling, had urged him to forego all the luxuries of his station, and 

to risk a life naturally dear to his august family, and deservedly 

valued ~y all who had the privilege of his intercourse, in a clime, 

where no one can count lIpon to·morrow. It was not his lot, indeed, 

to wage war in it, but to behold the refined manners of a ga llant 

enemy tranquilJized into a cordi?l 'friend. and to be the Agent of 

Providence in rescuing. from a !leemingly irrevocable doom, some of his 

condemned countrymen, whose misguided patriotism had stimulated 

disaffection witbin the Spanish Province of Louisiana. 

The eieg:mt attentions of Mons. de BelIeC'omb. at Cape Francois, 

were still outdone by the noble humanity of Govemor Don Galve?:. 

This brave Spaniard placed the forfeited lives of those unfortunafe 

delinquents, at his Royal disposal. It was the most precio\IS gift 

that eould have been tendered to a British Prince-who was 

tecogniZed UDder' this great and solemn offering ~ sharing in allihe 



~ sympathies of aD Englithm.... The bOllr which pumitted 

him to restore those wretched victims, in a foreign land. to their 

native society, moo bo reviewed ali the happiest of his life. It must 

still yield many a consoling reflection in his retirement, and although 

restrained frelll adding to the triumphs of our Realm, by deeds of 

carnage, he may yet rejoice that he stands upon tuc records of mercy 

and benevolence by the most exalted displays of fellow feeling. 

By the definitive articles of peace America found herself an 

Independent Empire. Recent injuries alienated her citizens from 

our Country; but similarity of manners, the dictates of interest, and 

allayed prejudices must, ere long, re~unite us in the bonds of friendship. 

The retreat of Washington from the head of her Armies. unambitious 

of recompence or power, forms one of the grandest examples of 

human virtue ever given to the world, and must immortalize his 

name through every stage of its existence. 

Holland was compelled to suppress her pblegm, and to mourn 

over ber degraded character. and commerciallosse&. 

Few incidents of moment occurred within the intervals of 1783 

and 1792, connected with my retrospect. A voluntary embarkation 

of Officers and men, for our distant settlement in New SQuth Wales, 

occurred in 1785 which has eventually atford~d scope for the able 

pen of Lieutenant Colonel Tench, and has hitherto given grounds 

for asserting the untarnished cUiCipline of the Marine corps.. when 

mingled even with the contaminating orden of 'Vi~ and infamy. 

In other respects the ame dull rootioe of detached services took place 

from year to year. DuriDg this period. alco many were the suppliant 

petition. of au. eatahlisbm"'t for it. melio.atlD., \>Ut _ry I .... that, 



on eaating an eye upon the detail, of each revolving leASon, they are 

unmarked by any auspicious results, excepting the institution of a 

retired establishment, and the addltion of 5 companies in 1791. 

It was found that farther exertions were still necessary to place 

them on the high list of public recompence. and that the faithful 

discharge of ten years ·duty in peace, had but little influl'llce in 

strengthening their claims for favor. 

CHAP. XXXVIIl. 

WITHIN the womb of American liberty, was partly contaitK'tI 

that rc·.,.,.,lution in France, which, after a long and satlguinary 

struggle, ha<; not as yet accomplished any permanent system. lr is 

not my task to retrace its extensive causes, and it would be 

presumptuous to anticipnte its final issue. In this. reason, unguided 

by precedE"ots, is soon lost jn the labyrinths of speculation. 

Confining myself to such points alone as affect the dignity of my 

Country, or the honor of my corps, fallcy shall not assuml; the reins, 

but I will strike at once to that momcntuoui day which again 

involved those arbiters of ~wopc in all the horrors of war. 

A conventi011al decree of 19th November, 1192. circulated 

through ev.cry Country. and trans/at~d inlo ('Vcr!! /anguag(, seemed 

to rtpresent the French Nation as the encouragers and protectors of 

reform in &very State. At this period Britain was reoovering fasf 

00 



ffC?SU ber late djsastroUJ effort&. An une~~ infiux of weal.tlJ, 
added to ber native joys of contentment and freedom. An edil:t &0 

much militating against the internal peace of every society, therefore, 

naturally roused the watchful jealousy of ow C.70verument. Discus· 

sions ensued, which were agitated with temper, until those libertioes 

in the cause of emancipation, brought their amiable Monarch to the 

scaffold. I blush to say that there were even Englishmen who were 

capable of extenu:lling the bloody deed, while there were others, but 

under a more generous impulse, who, tasting pure freedom themselves, 

wished that the blessing might also flow through all the channels of 

mankind. A set of free thinkers in politics, and Philanthropists in 

theory, also started up. who, with all the enthusiasm of laudable 

zeal. worsbippcd a statue erected by an Amclican Stay~Maker, on 

which were inscribed "The Rights of Man." The mania of that 

day, thank God. is c).tinguisned, and an Englishman has now only 

to contrast the fawning attitude of the French People, under tlle 

prest:nt yoke of 0. foreign anr.l unprincipled Usurper, with their 

uucontroled and licentious barbarity towards a good but fallen King. 

in order to form his opinions. and to suppress his sympathies in behalf 

of a natioD, which, to gain its own ideal liberties. has uniformly 

aimed to desolate and enslave the world. He must also cease to 

admire the boasted victories and conquests of its soldiery, few of 

whom but do not now feel those chains whic.h their triumphs have 

forged, and wbat all these once brave legions due not now wrest 

from the hands of 00' ma'I.-But to resume my narrative--

Towards the cl~ of 1792 a small addition was granted to the 

corps of Marines, and a much greater took ~lAce early in 93, in 



28'", 

conseqaence of the intermeddling policy of France, and the war which 

followed it. 

The narrow -views that had influenced so great a reduction at the 

peace of 1783, were bitterly apparent at the comnlt"n{'cmC'nt of 

hostilities. In every conlest our enemies begin with supclior advantages. 

frOIO their despotic means. Impress is precarious und slow--com~ 

pulsive registration enforced by terror, brings forth a host at OIlCC. 

It is to the faithful Marine Soldier who knows not the meaning of 

desertion, that the nation. under sueb tludden cmergcJl(,.'ies, is otien 

obliged to have recourse, in equipping as well as manning lIt'f 

fleets; for it IS not in human nature to phcc a confidelwe in that man 

who has been constrained to serve, and who recognises not eithC'f 

a voluntary will. or a sacred obligation to discharge his allotted 

duti~. 

It has always been remarked, that the corps of Marines recruit 

more successfully in every part of our isles, where their nature is 

ascertained, than any other uncler his Majesty. From this circum

stance must have originated the motivf!! of low bounties being given 

by its parties in 1793. while those of thp. Hne, and other departments 

were considerably higher. 

This restriction upon our increase loaded our service with 

difficulties, and presented almost insurmountable barriers to the 

attainment of that knowledge in tactics, in which every Marine 

Officer and Soldip.r should be conversant previous to hi<; embarkation. 

For a time there seemed but little disposition to remedy former errors, 

untU the imperious demands of an increasiDg Navy urged the adoption 

of more active measures. 
Z 



At this period of surrounding danger the liberal patriotis~ tL the 

town of MancllCster was highly conspicuou~1 and gave a local spur 

to sccess in strengthening the neglected ranks of tbe Marine corps. 

\Vhat euhanced its manly and honest zeal. was, that the expression 

of it was almost coeval with that day, on which our Gracious So'Ve-reign 

unbosomed his insulted. feelings, and the perils that hovered round 

his Coantry. to a convened lRgislature. 

A sum of £5501 4/. 9d. was soon subscribed by that ~yal 

SoC'iety, which was applied to the auxiliary purpose of raising and 

sending forth to battle 1065 recruits, between the 19th of February 

and 3d of October, when a General Meeting, to inspect and close 

tlle accounts of their acting Committee, was dissolved, and their 

thanks tendered to William Douglas, Esq. its Chairman. 

These volunteers were levied under the ~ndearing and uniting 

name of " The Manchr.rler Marine Corps." My feelings lead me to 

diverge more rxtensiveiy upon this meritorious theme, which my 

bounds, however. compel me to clO8C with nn earnest hope, that 

while the virtuous action shall long stand registered on our annals. 

its imitative influence may also be felt by the present, and transcend 

to the latest generations of my countrymen. 

Owing to an inadequate establishment, ftom the cause assigned, 

many ships put to sea with only half a complement of Marines. while 

others bad none at all. What prevented Capt. FauJkeoer, in tbe 

VenUlI, from coos\:mmating a gallant action kly victory, but this 

oetideney? In many cases, regllll...ts of !he Ii.., were subo;iMe<\ ; 

an alternative which can only be ta. oftIpriIlg of. JIOttIBsity, but 'Dot 

the suggestion of public good. 



TIle British ums were very early triumphant in the West, under 

the Joint auspices of Major General CuyLer and Sir John Laforey. 

Their force which included Major (now Colonel) Bright. J 

Lieutenant, S! ScTjc~nt5, I Drummer, ;lad rn private Marints. Dot 

amounting to 400 men • .carried Fort Castries by storm, and with it 

the island ofTobngo, garrisoned by greater numbers. Some untoward 

circumstances arising from the cowardice or treachery of a guide, 

added to a dark night, orcaUoned a small derangement in our 

approach to the attack, but it was amply attoued by a genen.t 

intrepidity in the troops i the main body of wbich pushed boldly 

towards the barrier. who o.ttracted tbe whole attention of the ent;my, 

while the flank companicli of the 9th aDd 60th regiments entered their 

works. This affiUr was achieved by the bayonet, with little loss on 

either side; for mercy, as usual. was shewn by Englishmen to the 

vanlj,uished. 

St. Pierre and MicquelOll also soon became easy conque5ts. SUCR 

are the clouded and brilliant instauce~ of this war, that I cannot 

venture upon a minute detail of any, or render justice to their merits. 

Lord Hood. who bad been lectntJy called forth, by his Cownry. 

in the hour of threatened danger, and who. upon its having been 

dispelled, had again become the citizen, was once morc placed at 

the 11ead of a poweJ.Jul fietot. Tl.iii he was dctlillCd to carry to the 

Mediterranean, where it was his lot to perform very iruportaHI 

services, throughout which. 4e 8Prwved hi.m8elf an accomplished. 

adapt ia tbeschools of a Suilyapd a :Marlborough. Ne\>'cr sincc our 

exiWu:e Oefore. have the talents of II NII!l.I(I} Ojfiar been ¢erted on 

so wide • field. 



Untrained to the co~rtly , b~bits of life, ,urU".ltuetoci in the 

arts of"diplomacYI the wlJdd uJ~a!lJ.auacllel . to him DO embellish. 

rncnts of character. but profelSional bravery, UDcoo:uptible zeal, 

impressive unadorned manners. The Natiou, ·however, oould not 

have had a more dignified representative, a cooler agent, or a mGt'e 

indefatigable 'Servant than Lord Hood upon .so trying an occasion, slid. 

amidst snch mingled and arduous duties. His iDtercourse with the 

deputies from different departments in the South of France. wa, 

guided by wisdom and led to success, while his appeals to their C~ 

munity breathed a well timed humanity towards that oppressed land. 

After an interchange of terms, the Honourable Capt. Elphinstone 

(now Lord Keith) took po ..... ion of Fort La Malgue with 1800 

troops and Marines upon the 28th of AugUit. The fieet of Spain 

hove in sight, anchored. and reinforced that post with 1000 men. 

At first the inhabitants of TouloD, though royalists, were still jealous 

of the issue of things, but they were traoquillized in all their fears, 

by a solemn assurance, that the place and ships were held in trust ror 

Louis the 17th, their lawful Sovereign. The approach of a part of· 

Carteaux army, to Ollioules, produced Ii very spirited attack from 

La Malgue, headed by Capt. Elphinstone, and consisting of 600 

Spaniards, British troops and Marines, who drove a superior enemy 

from . that village, and took their caoDon,ammunition, and 50IDe 

prisonCl'l. The dispositions of the Engli&h commander wCN'lDIlterly, 

Bnd attested his abilities to wage war on either element. 

Lord Mulgrave ani_ed at Toulon early in Septcmboc, abd assumed 

tbe command of the combined detachments. with the local rank of 

Brigadier General. 



The Marines of tbe /lee! were disponed over the diJ!enmt post. of 

defence. some cL which were cannonaded by the enemy, daily 

illcreasing in numbers. 

All the military talents of Lord Mulgrave were requisite at this 

trying juncture. Tbey were soon displayed in the most active 

lQe&ur",s, 1Iy occupying situations essential for checking the entmy's 

attacks, and affording a temporary security to many extensive objects, 

until reinforcements should arrive. 

His Lordship had to guard against the insults of the Army of 

I.e Poyre on the East, as well 39 that of Carteaux on the We~t. in 

wh'ch he was materially aided also by the activity and steady bmvery 

of the Officers and Seamen of the fleet. At this time too, the 

Spaniards were actuated by a spirit of cordial union. 

On tbe 281h of September, a seasonable supply of 2800 Sardinian 

and Neapolitan troops arrived. who. in three dOlYS after, in con

junction with the other allied corps, of which the British Marines 

formed one, had an opportunity of signalizing themselves. led by 

Lord Mulgrave himself, in recovering the important heights of 

Pharon. which had been surprized and rarried tinder cover of a fog, 

upon the sotb. 

To the rapid enterpriu of his Lordship, as much as the seconding 

valour of every subordiDate Soldier and Seaman. may justly be ascribed 

the glory and suce-css of the 1St of October. Very honorable mention 

was made of ~rjeant Moreno, and three pri"at('s of the Spanish 

Marine Corps, who, with a dotting and judicious zeOli, traced out the 

line of march for the allied colllIDn on the right, to within pistol shot 

of tho ",orb. 



· I!>iroct.d by gem... tloe laurel was obtaitled. and ill Ya1ue 

.. hlnced by • very trilling -. wloile that of the~renoh excoecled 

1400 killed and wounded; Lieutenant Carter, of Marinet, Wh 

amongot the English wounded. 

A very bold sortie, from Fort Mulgrave. took place on the !lilt of 

OCltob«. aga..imt the enemy's batte-lies, opposite the Hauteur 

de GraBBe, evidently constructed with a view to incommode the fleot. 

In tJlis, 50 British Marines co-operated, and shared in the honor of 

destroying their gun. on the Hauteur de Rcinier; .. service which 

was peculiarly allotted to the seamen under Lieutenant Serocold. 

Fort POOle!. partly garri80lled by my corps. had been exposed to a 

severe cannonade, particularly from 2 guns and 1 mortar above it. 

which allowed no tests but of steady courage. 

Captain Elphinstone bore testimony of Marine spirit. in an attack 

from Fort Pharon upon the French forces to the eastward, when 

Captain Dexter was distinguished for his services. 

Much am I inclined to diverge upon the meritorious acts of all , 

but my scope is necessarily limited. 

Lord Mulgrave resigned the command of the combined troops to 

Major General O'Hara, upon the 27th of October, after the most 

creditable discharge of his trust. 

The British posts were extremely widet and the duties of all were 

of the moot fatiguing kind; but they were supported with the fOrtitude 

of Soldie",. 

One of the most brillian,t evenll of this cbecquered warfare. 

although unnoticed in any of the ofticial details <L It. and generally 

unknown, was meritedly attached to Lieutenant (afterwatdt-o.ptein) 
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Thomas Nailor, who was entrusted with the defence of a fort. having 

under him a little garrison of 120 men, principally Marines. A 

body of 2000 French moved on to attack him upon the morning of a 

day. with which I am uninformed as to date, undt!c cover of a fog. 
and sanguine in the hope of surprising him. But he was on the alert, 

. and prepared to receive them. With a thoughtful but unshaken 

valour he awaited tbe onset, ordering hii little band to rcst'Cve their 

fire, until the republicans were close, and to maintain it by platoons; 

but by no means in a scattered form. A Neapolitan Lieutenant 

Colonel had thrown himself into the fOlt when 011 the eve of its being 

aU{'mptcd. but he fell early in the conflict. Afler repeated ('ssa~' s to 

carry it with those sup<"rior numbers, the French relinquished the 

fidd with the loss of nearly 400 killod and wounded ; cn~ting back 

an eye of disappointment, mingled with adDliration, of tht' ir undaunted 

opponent". 

That young man is now no more. Owing to bad health. htl 

retreated from public to private life, both of which he adorned by 

modest merit, the mildest manners, and most intrinsic wortll. The 

final destiny of man, but recently closed his life unstained by 

dishonor. 

During the progress of this siege too, a very flattering occ:lsion 

intervened of testifying the personal zeal of Lieutenant (now Captain) 

Burdwood. in one Qf the sorties from Toulon. Embarking: in it 

originally as a Volulileer with the Light Company of the Royals, llis 

talents were decreed to conduct the retreat of its remains, after having 

been deprived of its Officers. So much were his merits appreciated 

by that gallant corps. that a deputation of Serjeants waited on him 
p, 


