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Cardinal Ruffo, learning the evacuation of Naples, "and the
defeats of the French armijes by the Russian General Suwatrow, put
in motion his army towards that Capital ; part of which he gained
upon the day of St. Anthony's feast. Exceeding his powers, a
treaty which he had concluded with the Members of the Republican
Government, and the Patriots in the Forts, was cancelled by his
Sicilian Majesty, and the tra'nsports in which they were embarked
for Toulon, were blockaded by the British squadron.

Many of the rebel party, united with their allies the French,
retiring to the strong holzls of St. Elmo, Ovo, and Nuova, it was
judged expedient to land the Marines, who, with other auxiliaries,
were destined tc‘) reduce them. On the 27th of June they were
disembarked, to the number of 800 men, under the following Officers,
who had the honour of accomplishing thc important services that
ensued, with much credit.

Lieut. Colonel Strickland, Commanding Officer.
Captain Creswell (Brevet Major, pro tempore,))

Capt. Weir Lieut, Pearce
——— Dunsmuire Burford
= Minto P Short
— Knox — Wills
e W olfe ——— Harvey
~ Torkington e Scobill
e Williams, — Adair
Lieut, Noble ~— Burne
- Hare ~~— Jones .

weme M‘Carthey w—— Walker
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Lieut. Hart Lieut. Wright
e Collins ~—— Wheeler
Jewell —— Ross
Toomer —— Wyemyss
—— Perroll oo Ty};dsliy iAdjutants
—— Millar —— Vyvion, Quarter-master.
Buzon

Four hundred Portugueze Marines were also landed, which,
joined to 500 Swiss, 450 Russians, and 70 Greeks, formed a total
of 2170, besides Officers.
™ Captain Hood took possession of the Castles of Ovo and Nuovo,
in which he was placed with a garrison of Seamen, and in his
public character preserved the peace of that turbulent Capital,
during the whole series of that trying duty.

Captain Trowbridge, of the Royal Navy, conducted with much
ability those military operations, which may be said to have rein-
stated the Neapolitan King upon his throne.

At five on the morning of the soth of June, he marched from
Castle Nuovo, with the British and Portugueze Marines, was joined
by the Russians in Naples, and proceeded instantly against St. Elmo,
whose Commandant he Summoned to surrender. Being answered in
the negative, that zealous and spirited Officer lost no time in erecting
batteries against thie Castle. Between the 3d and 5th of July, nine
Lieavy cannon and eight mortars were opened on its garrison and
works, which played incessantly, in the hope of effecting a breach
sufficient to storm. On the 6th, four mortars were added, and by
the, indefatigable labours of the Seamen, six 36-pounders were



dragged to the summit of ‘an ‘almést inaccessble’ pretipiece, Whiéh
soon compelled Monsieur Mejan to capitulate. “The Maritié Grénd-
diers marched into the Castle on the 12th, and the enemv. upwards
of 1500, were allowed the honours of war.

On the 13th, the main body of the army returned to Castle
Nuovo,” from whence thley advanced against Capua, that key to
Naples, upon the 19th, where they arrived on the 21st, pitched
their tents near to its walls, and in a short time opened batteries,
which continued to play against the town until the ¢7th, when terms
were discussed and agreed on.

On the 20th, the French, to the number of 1500, marched ouif}
and were conveyed to Na.ples, under an escort of 400 Marines, and
two squadrons of General Acton’s Cavalry.

The conduct of Captain Trowbridge was prompt and anitwated,
and he spoke highly of the unremitted attention and discipline
of Colonel Strickland, Major Creswell, the Officérs “and" men.
The exertions of those of the allied troops were “also “highly
meritorious.

Returning to Naples, an embarkation took place against Gaieta
on the 30th of July, where they landed on the 3d of August, gained
possession of its gates on the next day, and fipon’ the 5th, delivered
up the town to the loyal subjects of his Majesty the King of Napl.es.

The retreat of the French armies was felt. throlighbut Italy, and
their disasters rcused the Tuscans to arms, who drove them from
their bosom. Florence was abandoned, and Leghorn was evacuated ;
but Rome was unsubdued. Its besiegers had’ beert driven from"its
walls, and every effort to reduce it was ineffectusl. It did not,
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however, resist against the tenders of British honour; for on Captain
Trowbridge appearing off the mouth of the Tiber, and a summons
being sent to General Garnier, he agreed to surrender Rome, Civita
Vechia, and every dependancy within the state, to that Commander,

Some Seamen, and the Marines of the Culloden and Minotaur,
occupied Corneto and Tolsa, as well as Civita Veehia, duting the
2gth and 30th of September, while the cnemy, amounting 1o »oo0,
were sent off, agreeable to the terms of capitulation.

Captain Trowbridge maintained the acknowledged faith of his
Country, in every article, with a dignity becoming the high character
in which he stood. Colonel Strickland supported that discipline in
his Corps, which must have cnsured'success against a contending
enemy. This train of important services, derives a double merit,
{rom that rapidity with which they wgre perforned.

During the present year Earl St. Vificent resigned the command of
the Mediterranean Fleet. 'The system by which he maintained its good
order, is worthy of being adopted by every Officer in the British Navy.

One of the most gallant boarding contests took place upon that
station, during the day of the 9th ol June, which appears on the
face of this war. It was cutting out a Spanish polacre of 10 guns
and 113 men, from the port of La Sclva, supported by a heavy
battery, and a large body of men under arms on the shore, by the
boats of the Suecess, carrying only 42 men.

Licuts. Facey and Stupart, of the Navy, and Licut. Davison,
of my Corps, headed this daring enterprize. They were all distin-
guished ; but limiting the detail of it to my peculiar province, 1 am
led to notice the cool courage of that promising brother Officer, who,

Zz



354

taking a steady aim with a pistol amidst this confused sccne, shot a
Swiss Soldier in the mouth, who had levelled his musket at ‘Mr.
Pomeroy Peter, a brave young Midshipman, in the act of boarding
over a high close netting, Mr, Peter did the rest with a pike, A
gallant Marine, Thomas Needham, having his right arm broken by a
grape shot, on being asked by Lieutenant® Facey, if it was not
disabled ? answered * Yes, but, thank God, I can pulla trigger with
“ my right, and with my left hand I can still manage a cutlass.”
In this state he continued to fight until the vessel was carried.

In the West Indies the Dutch Colony of Surinam was taken
without opposition, Lieutenant M‘Gee, of Marines, and his party
from the Trent, behaved most handsomely, in union with their
brethren the Seamen, by storming a battery in a bay near Cape Roso,
and afterwards bringing fromy under it a large Spanish ship end
schooner. ‘

It was on the morning of the 25th of October that Captain (pow
Sir Edward) Hamilton, at the head of 100 Seamen and-Marines,
attacloed and carried the Hermione, of 44 guns, after baving killed
and wounded 216 men, with the single loss of Lieutenant J. Busey,
acting Lieutenant of the Surprize. After the greatest feats of walour
in all, he brought her out from under the formidable batteries of
Porto Cavallo. John Ingram amd Joseph Titley, privatc Marines,
were wounded upon this honorable oceasion, which sufficiently speaks
its own praise,

In the East, La Forte, of 50 guns, was captured by the British
Sybille, after a desperate resistance, during which ‘Captain Cooke
unfortunately fell,
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Every domestic event of this year sinks, in consequence, when
compared to the expedition against Holland. Its details, however, do
not properly fall within my narrative.  After having gained possession
of the Helder, the duties allotied to the Marines, were to garrison
its forts, while the Army, under Sir Ralph Abeicrombie, penctrated
mto the Country. These my corps performed with their usual alertness
and zeal, and much to the satisfaction of their superiors.  Unfortunate
as was’ the issue of the attempt, originally undertaken at a late
season of the year, and against a dangerous coast, still the very
important capture of the remains of the Batavian Navy, amply
compensated for its final miscarriage. An unsurpassed unanimity
between the land and naval services prevailed, and English valour
was conspicuous throughout.

A garrison of Seamen and Marines having been placed at
Limmen Town, in West Friezland, under Captain Boorder, of the
Navy, consisting of only 157 men, was attacked at five on the
morning of the 11th of October by more than 700 of the eemy, in
four quarters. Their advanced party against the North battery was
surrounded and taken by the seamen, aud after a long contest, the
whole gave way. The Marines immediately pursuced, killed and
wounded more than 40, and would have taken their colours and
cannon if they had not, in the rout, broken down a bridge, which
checked our progress. Captain Boorder says, ¢ that Licutcnants
¢ Wyburn, Howel, Higginson, and Gardner, o Matines, behaved
© with honour to themsetves, and credit to their Country, and
¢ that their men distinguished themselves in a most gallant manner,”
The names of Captains Mortlock, Sir Harry Neale, Winthorp,
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Bolton, Macnamara, and Cuninghame, with their Officers, Seamen:

and Marines, stand meritedly high in the subordinate catalogue of
this year’s naval deeds,

CHAP. XLV,

TWENTY thousand Marines were voted for the service of 1800.

Every revolving year seemed to add to the naval superiority of
Great Britain. In each quarter the enemy’s fleets were blockaded
within their ports ; the happy result of our reiterated victories.

In the Mediterranean, Lord Keith, by his cruizers, was highly
instrumental in producing the fall of Genoa, to the Austrian General
Melas, by cutting off its supplies, and occasional bombardments.

Early in 1800 a battalion of Marines was landed at Malta, which
had withstood a tedious blockade, and still held out with uncommon
perseverance. 'I'he occasion presented no opportunities of signalizing
themselves, but by the most exemplary good conduct, under the
tollowing Officers:

Captain Weir, (Major Commandant.)-

Capt. Knox, Lieut. Bunce, -
Wolfe, Adair;

—— Totkinton, — Miller,

—— Williains, —— Davison,

Licut. Burford, ——— M¢Carthy,



357

Lieut. Jones, Lieut; Hodgkins,
Pearce, Tyldesley, Adjutant,
Pogson, = Scobell, Quarter-Master.

On the 5th of Septemher La Valette capitulated, of which the
Marines took possession. The indefatigable exertions of Captain
(now Sir A.) Ball, of the Royal Navy, did him much honor, and
it was partly owing to the seasonable arrival of Major General Pigott
with a reinforcement, as well as to the debarkation . of the Marines,
that this important key to Egypt was so sovn added to our dominion,
The steady vigilance of the Navy, during a blockade of two years,
had a pre-eminent share in this final event. The fortress of Savona,
reduced to famine, by the activity of Captain Downman and his little
squadron, surrendered also to him and the Austrian General' St. Julien,
on the 16th of May.

The Genereux and Guillaume Tell, of 74 and 84 guns, were
captured by our cruizers in February and March. They were the
vnly remnants of the French fleet after the memorable battle of
Aboukir.

This year abounds with 'many examples of inferior enterprize,
in which the subalterns of my corps gave very handsome pledges
of what may be expected from them wupon every allotted
_opportunity.

The attack and bringing-out the Spanish corvette, San Josef,
protected alsa by a heavy battery of five guns, from under the fortress
of Fangerolle, reflected the highest credit upon the spirit of Lieutenants
Beautort and Huish, of the Pheaton, and Duncan Campbell, of

Marines.. He with Mr. Beaufort were wounded.
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The Seamen atd Marines of the. Mermaid, under Captain Oliver,
merit notice in having cut out and destroyed 9 veseels, under a fort
near €ape Corsette,

The conduct of Lieut. Yeo and his brave followem in the port
of Cecenatico, where they rendered 13 merchantmen unserviceable,
was most distinguished. Lieut. Jewell, of Marines, in & detachment of
this nature under Captain Hillyer, which gallantly brought out twe
large corvettes from the yoad of Barcelona, amidst a shower of shet
and shells, behaved with much courage and conduct throughout that
service. These detailed exploits were performed on the Mediterranean
station during this year.

The Dutch island of Curacoa, in South America, when on the eve
of being possessed by a French force, claimed the protection of
Captain Watkins, of his Majesty’s frigate Nereide, who landed his
Marines and some Seamen, who had the honor of deterring the
enemy from his attempt, and securipg that settlement.

Goree, on the coast of Africa, surrendered to 8ir Charles Hamilton,
of La Melpomene, when Captain M*‘Cleverty, with the Marines of
the squadron, were landed to garrison it.

A very gallant single action was fought off St, Domingo, between.
La Seine, Captain Milne, and La Vengeance French frigate, which
terminated in the republican ship striking her flag. Captain Milne,
who had oftener than once approved himself a brave Officer, thus
speaks of Lieutenant Macdonald, who commanded the Marines of
La Seine: ‘* I am indebted to the services of Mr. Macdonald, ef
*¢ Marines, who was taken down wounded, and came up again
“¢ when dressed, but was obliged, from a second wound, to be taken
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“ below ; but I am happy to state, the life of this valuable Officer
“ will be saved, to render further services to his Majesty, The
‘* behaviour of the Marines was such as does them the highest credit.”

In the East, Lieutenant Owen, of my corps, volunteered from
the Adamant to assist in destroying the French frigate La Precicuse,
which had been run on shore by that ship and the Tremenduous near
Fort Louis, on the Isle of France; a service that was spiritedly
executed under a heavy fire from the batteries, and they brought off
some of the Officers and men prisoners.

The achievments upon the hume station in this style of warfare,
were both crouded and brilliant, and it is with a mixture of exultation
and of pride, that so many amongst the rising generation of my
brethren, appear upon those honorable annals.

Amongst the foremost stands the name of Licutenant (now
Adjutant) Gerrard, of Marines, who volunteered from the Fisguard,
to .attack a convoy at St. Croix, laden with provisions and stores
for the French fleet at Brest; which material object was in part
effected, -in opposition to the fire from a strong battery, three armed
vessels they took, and a line of musquetry on the shore. Eight
of inferior note were captured, and twenty were run on the rocks,
Lieutenants Burke, Dean, Stamp, and Price, of the Royal Navy,
also gave shining patterns of valour.

Another attempt upon some of the enemy’s vessels at the mouth
of the river Quimper on the 23d of June, although not "cqually
présperous, was still alike glorious to Licutenants- Butke of the
Renown, and Parker of the Defence, as well as Lieutenant Gerrard.
Afler vesohing the mouth of  that river, the Marines were landed on
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bath its sides, under the command of Lieutenants Burke and Gerrard,
who were to protect the boats under Mr, Parker, in their appf'dach to
the vessels of war and small craft. But the enemy had removed
them to an inaccessible distance, and this bold essay terminated in
the destruction of three strong batteries with their guns, by these
divisions.

The cutting out La Desiree, from the roads of Dunkirk, will be
long remembered, and must for ever establish the personal intrepidity
of Lieutenants M*‘Dermitt and Pierce, of the Royal Navy.

The vigilance of Sir John Warren and his flying squadron, afforded
another display of subordinate zeal en the 1st and 2d of July.

The scene of action was within the island of Noirmoutier, and
in the bay of Bourneuf, apd the object was to attack some armed
vessels and a convoy bound for Brest, covered by 6 heavy batteries
on the South East part of the former, besides flanking guns on every
point. By 12 on the night of the 1st of July, they carried 5 armed
ships, and 15 merchantmen, but on finding it impossible to bring
them out over the sand banks, they were all burnt. This dashing
business was achieved by 113 Seamen, and 61 Marines, headed by
Lieutenants Burke, Dean, and Garrett, of the Navy, 11 petty
Officers, and Lieutenants Thompson, Ballingham, Gerrard, and
Hutton, of my corps. All the boats upon reiuming. grounded, and
in this situation they were exposed to an unceasing fire from the forts,
and from the platoons of 400 troops in their rear.

It was under this trying circumstance, that, with true British
intrepidity, they resolutely dragged their boats upwards of two miles
over the sands, until they floated, when they levelled all their efforts
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against ope. vessel, sufficiently large -te accomplish their retreat.
Four, Officers -and eighty-eight men, however, became prisoners,
while more than 100 secured their safety by uarelaxing valour,

The capture of Le Cerbere gun-brig, made under the batteries of
Port Louis, the fire of some small craft, within a mile of three French
men of war, and against four times their numbers, has immortalized
the fame of Lieut. Coghlan, and Mr, Paddon, of the Royal Navy,
and all their associates, It can scarcely find a parallel upon the
registers of history.

Lieut. Burke, of the Renown, the Seamen and Marines under
his auspices, were again conspicuous in the assault of La Guipe
French privateer, of 22 guns and 161 men, which they took, after
a desperate resistance, near the Narrows of Rendonella, in the bay
of Vigo. That valuable Officer, Lieut. Burke, was badly wounded,
besides twelve Seamen and five Mariaes, and four of both .classes
were killed.

It was in testimony of those repeated deeds that the Officers
and ship’s company of the Fisguard, presented Lieut. Gerrard, of
Marines, with a sword, accompanied by the flattering tributc I have
already described, His Country, as I have said, has recently attested
her gratitude, by conferring upon him one of the Adjutancies of his
Corps, for which he is eminently qualified.

The determined spirit of Lieut. M‘Cullen, of Marines, and his
little party of twenty-four men, in following up Captain Price’s
ordezs, against the Victoire privateer, of Boulogne, near to Issigny,
15, worthy of much commendation, He towed her off from the shore

under the discharge of some hundred musquetry, and brought her a
2A



prigeto the island of Sy Nesregdi < Stegvens i
g’a‘lléntly in his gdnchg;" R _ G

Imitating~ this- brittient+ systerm; ansther: blow: todhe “entmy’s
commerce was given by the boats of .the-Mountague and Magaificent,
conducted by Lieuts"Blissett; Kuighty Griffiths; and Dunlop,  of the
Royal Navy, and in which Lieuts. Aléxander; Montgomerie; - Wit
chell, “ahd. Jordan, of Marines, *bravely woluntéered,  “Fhe whole
proceeded against' a* convoy+of fourteen-sail in Port ‘Duanenne; tvear
to L'Ofient, all of which Were grounded undét- a battery; that fired
ronﬂdtud:gmpaahﬂt s well “ds two' of “the’ “veseels “which‘were
avmed)’ upofi the ‘boats ds' they-approgchied.

This servite was most completely exceuted; 2y they teok edeven;
and burfit one; leaving only two belvind which they wete unablé to
bring out. Captain fﬁ'n"ig‘ht ai:k’ndwhdge& the eanduct of al} tehave
been  mest regular and bold.

" These little details are powerfil e¥idences of - the spififof the
times. ,#Upon anr agiiegate “sele they dre’ cebtdinty of stational
moment; and suffitiently pme how much may be ‘dccomplished by
English intrepidity; “when happily ‘seconded by & well-tegtilated
discipline.




CHAP YLVIL

AT no.period of her existence as a Nation, did Biitain portend a
spoedier disseigtion, although at ngme did she ever appear in a more
dignified attitude, tban at the commencment of 1801.

Alternately deserted by every Ally, she was not ouly engaged in
an arduous contest with some of the most powerful States of Europe,
but was threatened by the revival of a Maritime discussion, backed
by an armed neutrality amongst its Northern Powers, evidently
lewelled against her existence, A confederacy so hostile to our very
being, could not but arouse the land to assert their long established
rights; and, however hazardous an appeal to arms inight be under
the, existing crisis, it was still deemed a better, and more glorious
altermative, than tacitly to allow amy innovatgrs, however powerful,
to undermine those commercial pillars, upon which the Empire had
so long fougished, and stopd. Temporizing measares being but ill
suited to the occasion, and little congenial to the spirit of the times,
3 goneral embargo was laid upon all Russian, Swedish, and Danish
vessels within our ports, while a fleet was equipped for the Baltic,
whose cannon wete destined to become the interpreters of our injured
privileges, as well as the delegated agents for the salutary restoration
of, peace

Kwepipg pace with sueh Naval exertions, to which the Country
Jonked fpr 3ts salvation, the Marine corps experienced an cffective

2
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augmentation unprecedentodt o its » historic ansads A swmimwol
22,696 men passed for.the ‘three first dnonr mwonths “of:.a 80x5 which
was subsequently enlarged te 130,000 for the-fature sezyvices «of. the
year,

I am naturally led to follow theprogress-of these gallant fellows
to the toasts of the Baltic, by whose great achievements those
impending dangers which seemgd regady to erase their devoted
Country from amongst the list of natiops, were so quickly dispellad.

Flhe object of this armament having been publicly avowed and
known, the ocoasion evinced the spirited zeal of Lieutenant Colonel
Winter, of my corps, by his stepping out of the routine of divisional
service, and volunteering to head a battalion of Marines, upon these
more perilous duties, The handsome tender of that able Officer, was
not, however, acceptedi

Wpon the-12th of March the British fleet set spil, and passed the
Sound on. the 30th, encountering, in. its way, an incessant .hut
bloodless discharge from the cannon of Cronenburgh, when it
anchored near to the isle of Huin. The battle of the,2d of, April,
fought under the superintending example and auspices of Lord Nelson,
needs no description to add to its splendour, Its merits can best be
appreciated by its immediate effects, <Upon that great. man’s brow
was placed the laurel, entwined with the olive, and. both were the
growth, of a single day. It led to peace withjour old friends,, the
Danes, and overthrew ®: Confederacy, upon the consequences. of
which speculation is set at'bay..

The gallant Sir Thomas Graves nobly secondeg his superior;: and
it is to be remembered, in honor ta his name, shat, he volunteered to
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complete the final destruction, of those Northern Opponents, if a
cessation of arms had not-healed every difference.

Eight bundred and seventy five Seafmen.and Marine Soldiers were
killed and wounded. upon that momentous day, Lieutenant
Benjamin Spencer, of my corps, son to the Rev. Dr, Spencer near
Birmingham, a youth ofi the most promising bopes, and the sweetest
-manners, fell on board the Edgar, a ship that was peculiarly
distinguished, as did Lieutenant Henry Long, im the Isis, who was
likewise much esteemed for a bcnignity of temper; Lieutenants
Charles Meredith and James Marrie were also wounded.

In consequence of this signal victory, a merited testimony was
conferred upon Captain Lambyecht, of . Marines, by the brevet rank
-of Major, which could not. have been bestowed upon a more worthy
or meritorious: member. It was his fortune to be Senior Officer on
beard-that part.of the grand force which was engaged, and to scrve in
the Defiance, under the flag of Rear Admiral Graves.

Fvery man in the English fleet was honored with the Thauks of
Jiis Country, its intrepid leaders received suitable distinctions, and
all stand . segistered .upon the memorials of indelible fame. The
noble Society of Lloyd’s stretched forth,. likewdise, their liberal aids
to the unfortunate sufferers at Copenhagen. Other incidents tended
to ‘accelerate the dissolution .of this formidable league ; in which a
guardian Providence - may be clearly retraced, and our natural
bulwarks as having been the secondary agents of his will.

Early in this year Earl St. Vincent, who had commanded in the
Mediterranean and the Channel, with so much advantage. to the
pyhh:,mnd with such eclat to himself, was placed at the helm of
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Naval affairs. My corps looked up to him as a father and a friend,
and those endearing titles have been fully realized: towards us in
every arrangement that has emanated from .his datclligent and
comprehensive mind., As we never forsook him in the day of trial,
so we never shall forget him when he is laid low in the dust.

The same spirit for dashing at every thing within the enemy's
ports, and on their coasts still continued to prevail. Three boats
from the Trent, led on by Lieutenants Chamberlayne, Seallion,
Bellamy, Tate, of Marines, and Mr, Hoskins, on the 3d of April,
in opposition to numerous batteries on the shore, the constant fire of
a lugger amd cutter, and the aid of amumber of small craft, boldly
attacked and drove the lﬁgéa amongst the rocks, besides some of
the boats.

Lieutenants Chamberlayne and Tate afterwards boarded and
carried off a large ship which was under their convoy, and what was
their main object, on her way from Brehat to Plampoul.  In that
service Lieutenant Tate, of my corps, unfortunately lost a leg.

One of the most daring attempts, ever cenceived, was originally
undertaken by Lieutenant Losack, but finally executed by Lieutenant
Maxwell, against the French corvette La Chevrette, in presence of
the combined fleets in the road of Brest, under protection of the
batteries of Camerat, and in spite of nearly 400 men of which her
crew was composed, all ready to oppose the assailantss - Upon this
perilous duty Lieutenants binclair. and Rose, of Marines, spiritedly
volunteered. From the strong position of the enemy, wha set every
attack at defiance, no better contested affair occurred through the
whole of this glorious war, Lieutenant Sinclair who had been
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formerly wounded upon a similar enterprize, was slain in the act
of warding off a like destiny from a Midshipman of the Doris. He
would have done honor to any rank in life.

The carnage was great on the side of the republicans, being above
150 killed and weunded, while that of the Biitish excceded 66,
Lieutenant W, Burke, an Officer of the highest hopes, reccived a
mortal wound, and Lieutenant Neville was hurt.

Mtr. (now Captain) Maxwell, with all bis intrepid companions,
will long appear conspicuous on the records of fame, Capt. Charles
Brisbane says, ‘¢ Any comments of mine would fall far short of the
‘““ merits due “to those gallant Officers, Seamen, and Matines
“ employed on this service.” Sach examples of irresistible heroism
in subordinate warfare, must have a permanent influence on the
feelings of our enemies upon whatever scale they may be opposed to us.

On the 4th of "August a successful bombardment took place
against the French flotilla off Boulogne, and the attack was renewed
upon the 15th by the boats of Lord Nelson’s squadron. Although

_assembled for the avowed purpose of invading our isles, still the
event of that night plainly shewed thut their preparations had been
distinguished much more by steps for self preservation, than for
offensive measures, for our brave fellows, after the strongest feais of
valour, were obliged to abandon their hard earned prizes, from their
having been fastened by chains, or hard on the shore. The issuc
was-unfortunate, but it added to the glory of the British arms, One
hundred and seventy two Officers, Seamen, and Marines were killed
and wounded in this patriotic attempt. Such were the cxertions of
all that the thanks of Earl St, Vincent, and of their brave Chief, were
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expressed to every classin the squadron. The service was deprived
of a gallant Officer in Captain Parker of the Navy, and Captain
Young, of my corps, was badly wounded,

Lieutenant Gerrard, of Marines, was again a volunteer in cutting
out some vessels of force, from the pert of Corunna, happily without
loss.

Admiral Cornwallis, with that perseverance so peculiar tq his
character, continued to block up the combined fleets in Brest, who
continued a-useless load of expenditure to France and Spain, until
a cessation of arms gave them freedom.

Lbitterly lament that I cannot bid farewell to the domestic events
of the present year without diverging upon that baneful spirit of
mutiny, which again broke forth in a detachment of our fleet on the
coast of Ireland.

It first burst out on board the Temeraire, a ship hitherto noted for
good order, and :commanded by men who yielded to none in the
British Navy, for talents or humanity. It was a renewal of the same
foul game that was played at the close of the American war, but it _
was subverted in a differcnt manner, and with a manly energy:
which bids fair to advance the future interests of discipline. The
party of Marines, under Captain Vallock, after resisting all the
efforts of seduction from their duty, behaved with the fidelity of good
Soldiers, and nobly seconded the firm resolution of Admiral Campbell
and the Officers under his command. As must ever be the case, this
little phalanx, inspired with all the consciousness of a good cause,

quickly overcame their guilty opponents, whose ringleaders expiated
their crimes by an untimely death,
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The address which those unfortunate men left behind them to
their misguided ship-mates, bespoke the deepest contrition, and aftords
the most impressive lesson to the wretch who may cver be so
unguarded as to admit the inroads of discord or disobedience.

In justice to those parties of Marines who loyally avowed their
principles during such commotions, which, indeed, were generzl, and
the same amongst every detachment in the squadron, I annex copies
of letters from two under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench,
and Captain Forshall, directed to thuse Officers,

‘¢ SR,

* We, the Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates, serving as
¢ Marines, under your command, on board his Majesty’s ship
‘¢ Princess Royal, having beard with pleasure, the gallant conduct
“ of our brother Soldiers on board the Temeraire, and, therefore,
¢ beg leave to express alike with them, our determination (o oppose,
¢ with all our might and power, all unlawful combinations and our
¢ readiness to obey our Officers night and day.

¢ Signed by the Whole Party,
¢ Lieut.-Col. Tench, his Majesty’s
«¢ ship Princess Royal.”
¢ Srr, Resolut®n, Bantry Bay, 151h Dec. 180i.

¢« 1 hope you will pardon the liberty we take in addressing you,
¢ but as we understand that some ships companies have disobeyed the
¢ just commands of their Officers, and knowing the dreadtul
“ consequences that formerly attended similar practices.  For our
« parts we abhor the idea, and we hope you will inform Captain
« (Gardiner, likewise the Admiral, that it is our fiin resolution, to

,
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‘“ support and maintaip-our: Ofheers in any thing which they-anay
¢ think proper, and in that which is best caleulated to promote the

¢ interest of our King and Country. I have the honor of subscribing
- myself, in behalf of the detachment of Marines,

“ Your most obedient humble servant,

¢ William Heans, Serjeant.

"~
-

Captain Forshall, Marives.”

The steady allegiance of my corps was such, througheut this
period of indiscipline, that the following testimonies were the
honorable result: ¢ The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
‘¢ having expressed their high satisfaction of the good conduct of the
¢ Marines of several ships, under my command with you at
¢ Beerhaven, in declaring their abhorrence of the mutinous proceed-
¢ ings which had lately taken place at the anchorage, and of their
“ having come forth on that occasion, so much to the honor of their
¢t Corps, and interests of their Country, I am to desire you will be
¢¢ pleased to communicate the same to them, and assure them that I
¢t feel highly gratified on the present occasion.

¢ (Signed) William Cornwallis,

¢ Vice Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell, &c, &c.”

In consequence of the above vry handsome communication from
Admiral Cornwallis, Commander in Chief of the Channel Fleet, Sir
Andrew Mitchell issued the following order :

“¢ It is my directions to the Captains of the ships, named in the
‘¢ margin,* under my orders, tocommunicate tothe Marines, serving

«t on board the respective ships under their command, the above

* Windsor Castle, Princess Royal, Malta, Glory.
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¢ letter from the Commander in Chief, and I feel equally happ
‘¢ their good conduct hds merited such a mark of approbation from
‘¢ him and the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.
“ (Signed) A. Mutchell.
¢ 2g9th December, 1r01.”

Much to the credit of the Formidable, Captain Gundall, that
ship was totally exempt from the diabolical spitit, and it is proper to
be remarked that the thanks of the Board of Adinitalty were withheld
from the partics of Marinesin the Vengeance and Resolution, entirely
through mistake, as both were truly entitled to them, for a similar
zeal, with the rest of their brother Soldiers,

I now bid adieu to the domestic transactions of 1801, and hasten
to those quarters of the world, where the British character appears in
all its manly and native vigour, not palsied by murmurs, but
invincible by discipline.

. After the desertion of Buonaparte from his Egyptian Army, and
the unnulment of the Treaty of El Arisch, the geniusof Kleber, his
successor, retrieved every thing. By the battle of Heliopolis he
eventually drove the Turks across the desert to scek refuge in Gaza,
recaptured Cairo, which had been formerly evacuated, and by a
teain of ‘good policy as well as a system of judicious defence, rendi ved
the French power in Egypt more firm than ever.  But a datk as asin
deprived their Army of this distinguished leader, afier whose trasical
death, the chief command devolved upon General Menou, whe
following the footsteps of his predecessors, and by a peculiar assimila-
tion to the tenets and manners of the Mahometans, scemed Lo have
resolved upon fixing a permanent Empire in Lower Egept, [
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rejected, with disdain, every overture towards a renecwal of the “Treaty
of El Arisch, and, excepting a number of Greeks embodied- under the
auspices of Kleber, who were trained in European tactics, rested all
his hopes of defence against native inroads, or foreign invaders, in
the remnants of his countrymen.

It was reserved for a branch of my corps, combined with a British
Ariny, to assist in rooting out this powerful force, to restore those
conquercd dominions to their rightful Lord, and thus to close a war
by subduing those motives of ambition which had continued to
cherish it,

A very considerable armament, which had been employed on
other services during the last year, had entered the Mediterranean,
and the troops who formed a part of it, were landed at Malta and
Minorca. These were destined to cxpel the French from Egypt, in
co-operation with an Army, under General Baird, from the regions of
India, and an Ottoman force, under the Grand Vizier, which was to
cross the deserts of Syria.

Lord Keith, with the English flect, rendezvoused early in January
1801, in the Bay of Marmorice, on the coast of Caramania,* where
preparations, necessary for the intended eapedition, were carried on.
T'wo days previous to their sailing for Egypt, his Lordship signified
bis directions~to Licutenant Colonel Smith, who commanded the
Maiines, to hold himself in readiness to disembark with the Officers
and men from the different ships, and to place himself under the
orders of Gencral Sir Ralph Abercrombie ; at the same time vesting

Caramania iz 2 Province of Turkev, in Asin, in the South part of Natolin,—
Satnbia is its Capital,
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him with a power of issuing such preparatory instructions as he might
deem proper for the future regulations of his battalion.

Upon the 23d of February the fleet stecred for the coast of Egypt,
conveying an army of 15,330 Soldiers, and anchored in the auspicious
Bay of Aboukir, on the 2d of March. An incessant gale prevented
any debarkation until the 8th, when a landing was cffected by the
greater pai’t of the Army, under circumstances that very signally
attested their discipline and their valour, The Officers and Seamen
of ghe fleet had likewise their share of these attached meritd, This
important ohject having been accomplished, Sir Ralph Abercrombie
advanced to withm six miles of Alexandria, and three of the cnewmy,
who were strongly posted on a ridge, with the canal of that city on

their right flank and the sea on their left.

Agreeably to the arrangement that had been made in the Bay of
Marmorice, the following was the order of battle, by which the
Marines were attached to the 3d brigade under Lord Cavan, and
united in it with the 50th and 79th Regiments.

Previous to the landing of the Marines, Lord Keith addressed the

following letter to Licutenant Colonel Smith :

“ Sig, Foudroyant, in Bay of Aboukir, 9th March, 1801,
“ If it shall be requisite to land the Ma#ines from some of the
*¢ ships for a short time, I beg you will furnish me with the arrange-
“¢ ments you have made, and the temporary ranks necessary to be
« given, so that I way turnish the Officers with authority.
¢ [ am, Si1, your most obedient and humble servant,

«¢ Lieut.~Col. Siuith, Marine Foscus, b4 (Sigucazi;) Keith,

“ his Majesty s ship Kent,”
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In consequence, many Officers obtained brevet rank, in the course
of the Egyptian campaign, and reccived additional pay according to
the proportions of each.

An institution alike liberal and just was adopted by Lord Keith
towards the Marine Corps, that while its Officers and Soldicrs were
employed on shore, in advancing the interests of their Country, their
claims’ for prize-money were considered as valid during the whole
period of their abscnce,

It was on the morning of the 12th of March, that the Marinesypf
the fleet were landed in the Bay of Aboukir, consisting of 35 serjeants,
52 corporals, 22 drummers, and 500 privates, besides Officers. It
may be well conceived how difficult, yet how honorable was the duty
of fitting, for immediate service, this he-terugeneous body, drawn from
30 different ships, unknown to one another, and a great many of
them totally ignorant of every military evolution, The battalion,
however, was formed between the hours of 12 and 3 upon that day,
under a scorching sun, and on a burning sand, after which one half
was detached to fill bags for the batteries, whilst the other was
marched a considerable distance, all the while nearly knee-deep in
sand, and laden with their comrades musquets and knapsacks.  After
such labours, during the“day, orders arrived at seven in the evening
for the whole to join the main body of the Army, then 15 miles
distant, which they effected, after much fatiguc, at one on the
morning of the 13th of March. At five they were again under arms,
with a view to have attacked the enemy, advancing towards him in
two lines by the left, in order to have turned his right flank. But
anticipating the movements of the British, he descended from the
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bheights which he had occupied, and ‘struck at the leading brigades
of both our lines. The battle began on the right at seven, and thosc
on the left instantly formed.

It cannot be supposed that this detachment of my corps, hitherto
untrained to military tactics, could evince that regularity and precision
in mauceuvre which so much distinguished those veteran Soldiers
with whom they served, But if they failed in the minutie of
discipline, they were not behind them in valowr. The engagement
becoming warm and general, they were somewhat crouded in their
ranks by the alignment of the regiments on their 1ight and left, owing
to the narrowing of the Peninsula upon which they acted, and at the
moment when they sustained their severest loss.  Although not
perfectly regular to command, they still, under a gallant impulse,
rushed forward in charge towards the encimy, and acquired, for their -
conspicuous bravery, the appellation of the Bu// Dogs of the Army.
The French were driven at last, with an irresistible impetuosity, to
take cshelter under the fortified heights, that constitute the chief
defence of Alexandria,

The details of loss were fully proportionate to those of their
brethren in arms, being 2 Ofhceis and ¢ rank and file Kkilled, 4
Ofhcers, 2 Serjeants, 2 Drummers, and 27 rank and file wounded.
Amongst the former were Lieutcnants Paul Hussey, and Linzee Shea,
holding rank as Captains in the Marine battalion, and Captain Minto,
with that of brevet as Major, besides Captain Robeit Torkingtoun, 1st
Lieutenant john Parry, and 2d Licutenant George Pecbles.

Upon the day after the battle the following weic the public

orders issued by the Commander in Chief, who had intimated
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to Lord Keith the gallantry of .. the Marines . upon that
occasion :
¢ Camp, 4 miles from Alexandria, 14 March, 1801,

“ Sir Ralph Abercrombie desires that Lieutcnant Colonel Smith
*“ and the battalion of Marines, will accept his Thanks for their
* conduct, in the coursc of the scrvice of yesterday ; at the request
¢ of Lord Keith.

¢« The Commaunder in Chief has the greatest satisfaction in
“ thanking the troops for their soldier-like conduct in the action
““ of yesterday.”

In the afternoon the batialion marched to Aboukir, where they
were placed under the command of Earl Dalbousic, and remained
there some time after the surrender of its Castle.

Those brave fellows were truly sensible of their defect in point
of discipline, but a generous spirit of emulation pervaded the whole
of them, and under the able superintendance of Lieutenant Colonel
Smith, and Major Miuto, this mixed body of men, in a veryfew days,
might have vied with any regiment in the field. They meritedly
gained, and repeatedly obtained from the Commander in Chief and
Major General Coote, under avhom they were brigaded, the highest
encomiums for their soldier like appearance, steady conduct, and
the good order of their encampment, when in front of Alexandria.
It was theit destiny to be entrusted with the defence of Aboukir Castle,
and its vicinity, which precluded them from displaying their rapid
improvement in evolution, or of sharing in the laurels acquired by
the Army, on the glorious 21st of March ; a day upon which every

British Soldier may well exult, but not without mingling with his
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proud joy, an unfeigned sigh over the memory of that great and good
man who led, and whose honorable life was sacrificed at the shrine
of victory.

The Marines, as constituting a material proportion of the stiength
of Lord Keith’s fleet, formed no part of these detachment. which
penetrated the interior, but their duties were confined to the blockade
of Alexandria, where they might be ready to re-embark in case of
cmergency, at the shortest notice.

The brilliant details of the Egyptian Campaign, arc well known
to the world. They have been given in u stile highly adapted to
yield general information, and to rouse, within ou~ Armies, an
cmulous zeal.

If it was not the lot of my corps to stand on the annals of splendor
by an active co-operation with those bodies who conquered Rosetta,
Rhamanich, and Cairo, still their effective presence tended to
enable the Commander in Chief to achieve these distant and important
objects, Attached to the brigade of Major General Coote, they were
withdrawn from the defence of Aboukir, and continued to discharge,
with an unrelaxed discipline, the duties ol investment, with but
little variety, until the 5th day of August, when the previcus arrival
of reinforcements from England and India, the return of the forces
from the recovery of the internal posts in Lower F.gypt., and
at the express desire of Lord Keith, they were struck off the
shore details, and next day were re-embarked on board their respective
ships.

With such an accumulated Army Gencral (now Lord) Hutchinson
was empowered to push the siege of Alexandria, which was cartied

2Cc
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on with so great ability and success, that it surrendered on the soth
of August.

It would be a wide attempt for me to embrace a discussion of those
movements that led to the expulsion of the French from Egypt, and
I am too humble by any panegyrick of mine, to add a single mite to
the well earned fame of those distinguished Officers, those intrepid
Soldiers and Scamen, by whose united talents and wvalour, such
momentous results were obtained. Every individual is registered
upon the grateful records of his Country, carries about with hima
memorial of his own decds, which reminds him and every one of his
military comrades, that an Englishman is as tenable in the field, as
he is upon the occan.

The solid merits of my corps were such that I cannot omit the
following high testimonials, which bespeak them in much more
forcible terms, than any I can advance :

% Sin, Foudroyant, Bay of Aboukir, sth July, 1801.

I have had much satisfaction it receiving the commands of the
*¢ Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to make known to you, their
¢¢ Lordships approbation of your conduct, and of that of the Officers,
<« Non-Commissioned Officers, and Privates of the Marine battalion,
¢ lavded from the ships in the squadron, to co-operate with the
‘¢ Army on the coast of Egypt, and 1 have to request that you will,

with the permission of Major General Coote, communicate the

[ £

(1]

approbation which their Lordships have been pleased to express to
the Officers and men serving wnder your command.
*¢ 1 have the honor to be, Sir,

[ 1]

¢ Your very obedient and humble servant,
¢ Lieut,~Col, Smith, &c, &c, &c,” KEITH,
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Major General Coote having received a similar Ietter from lns
Lordship, enclosed it to Colonel Smith, at the same time giving bis
sanction for its contents being published to the Othcers and men of
the Marifie battalion.

Three days previous to their cmbarkation the Majot (renceral
¢hus expressed himselt:

¢ SIR, “ Camp, near Alcxandiia, 3d August, 1401,

¢ At the request of Admiial Lord Keith, itis Licut.-Gen. Si
¢¢ john Hely Hutchinson’s directions, that the battalion of Maiines,
¢¢ under your command, is to hold itsch 1 readiness to 1etun on
‘¢ board their 1espective ships. I cannot, howcver, sufler you to
¢« leave the division of the Aimy, without assuiing you how perfectly
¢ satisfied I am, with the attention you have always paid to the
‘¢ Marines. The good conduct of your corps, whilst under my
¢ orders, does them the greatest credit, and I beg vou will be so
¢ obliging as to signify the same both to your Othicers and men.

¢ | have the honor to be, &c.
“ EYRE COO1E, Major General,
¢« Lieutenant Colenel Smith, &c. &c.”

They having done duty under Major General Finch, dwing a
time, in the ist Brigade, that Officer, in conscquence, thus conveys
his sentiments :

“ Brigade Oiders, August 5, 1501,
¢ Major General Finch, on taking leave of Licutenant Colonc]
¢ Smith and the Marines under his command, requests him to accept

¢ his warmest thanks for the order, regularity, zeal, and attcnuon
g :

2 4
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“ that have uniformnly marked their conduct during the period he
« had the honor of commanding the 1st Brigade, and he shall -be
“ happy on all occasions to bear testimony to thcir merit in the
“ correct performance of their duty, in every respect. which has
*¢ come under his observation.”
Although ulterior in date still, for the sake of connection, I am
led to insert the very flattering encomiums of Lord Hutchinson, the
Commander in Chief,
“ S, ‘¢ Jermyn Street, June 28, 1802,

¢ Your sudden departure from Egypt rendered it impossible for
* me to desire that you would communicate my thanks to the
*¢ Marines who served under your command dwing the campaign.
“ May I now beg that you will assure the Officers and men, how
¢« highly sensible I am of their meritorious services, and of the zeal
‘“ and exertion which ever marked their conduct. The order and

(13

discipline preserved by the battalion does great credit to your
** military character, and is equally honorable to the respectable
*¢ corps which you had the good fortune to command.

«¢ 1 have the honor to be, &c. &ec.
¢ (Signed) HUTCHINSON, Major General.

- Licut,~Col. Smith, Royal Marines.”

Owing to some omission, the medals which were bestowed by
the Grand Signior upon cvery Officer of the Army, as commemorative
of his gratitude, and of their services during the Egyptian campaign,
were for a time withheld from those of the corps of Royal Marines,

but in conscquence of Lord Keith’s represcutation of it to the Earl of
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Elgin, our Ambassador at the Ottoman Porte, his Sublime Higliness
most readily compensated for this crror, and these honorable marks
were conveyed to Sir Richard Bickerton, ®ommanding the British
Naval Forces at Malta, who transmitted them along with a Ictter
couched in the following elegant terms :

¢ SR, ¢ Kent, at Malta, March 15th, 1503.

‘¢ T have the honor of forwarding to you some Turkish medals,
‘“ to be distributed among the Ofhicers of Mmines who served on
¢ shore, and in the squadron employed in the blockade of
¢ Alexandria, duiing the Egyptian campaizn.

“ The accompanying letter and list,* will cxplain dery thing ;
¢¢ it therefore only remains for me to add, that I feel a pleasure in
¢ having been made a medium in conveying what may be acceptable
¢ to a small part of your corps; and I should be much more gratified
“ if it was in my power to congratulate you on the acquisition of
*“ more substantial advantages for the whole, being cvery day more

‘ fully cenvinced of its services and utility.
¢ 1 have the honor to be, Sir, &c. &c.
“ R. BICKERTON.
¢ Tieut.-Col, Smith, Royal Marines.”

Ow  victoious armies and fleet, which weie destined for other
services, were suddenly stayed by the tidings of a cessation of arme.

Tle feats of our squadrons and ships in the Mediterrancan lost
none of their wonted splendoi.  Sir James Saumarez’s attack upon

* The letter of Earl Elgin corrected the mistake which had delayed the delivery of

‘he medals, and transmitted o Sir Richard alist of those Officers who were entit'ed to

‘hegm, agrecably to a detuil given inby Lord Keith,
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the French squadron, under the numerous batteries of Algeziras,
yields to no one upon record, for boldness of design or spiti.t. in
exccution.  Although the event of the 6th of July was unprosperous,
still the gallantry exhibited on that day was productive of the most
signal consequences, and it, no doubt, had its cffect upon a superior
force, who, panic struck, felt the rotaliating vengeance of Sir James
and his little detachment, on the 12th. In the first action 375
Seamen and Marines were killed, wounded, and missing; amongst
the former detail was 1st Lieutenant J. D. Williams, on board the
Hannibal, who behaved with true British courage, and with the latter
were nurtlered Lieutenants George Dunford and J. W. Day, of
Marines.

Sir James Saumarez, after speaking of the bravery of the men under
his command, says, ** that Captain Maxwell and the Officers of my
¢ corps on board the Cesar, were entitled to much praise.” Captain
Keates of the Superbe, whose personal intrepidity and zeal weie
highly instrumental in gaining the victory of the 12th of July, by
capturing the St. Antonio, thus acknowledges the merits of his crew
to the Commander in Chief: “ It is my duty to represent to you,
¢ that the Officers of all descriptions, Seamcn, and Marincs,
“¢ conducted themselves with the greatest steadiness and gallantry.”

The bravery of Captain Hood, his Ofhicers, Scamen, and Marines
was also highly conspicuous. A branch of my corps was. again
included in the legislative thanks of a grateful Country, and Sir
James Saumarez, whose name Is superior to panegyric, deservedly
was crowned with honorary, as well as pecuniary matks of his

Sovereign’s favor.
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The action of the Pheebe, Captain Barlow, with L’Africaine
French frigate was marked by an immense carnage, and afforded
an evident display of superior discipline in the Sailors and Marines
under his orders, That Officer was deservedly knighted after he
capture.

Lord Cochrane in the Speedy, who was nobly supported by all
his followers, gave early hopes of what may yet be expected from
him by his Country, by bﬁoarding and carrying the frigate Gamo of
32 guns and 319 men, while his own force was only 1+ gurs and
54 men.,

Lieutenant Wilson, of Marines, with his party from the Mercury,
was noticed by Captain Rogers, ior their courage and good conduct,
first in boarding a French Pirate amongst the rocks in the Tremite
Islands, and afterwards driving her renegado crew from the bhiils
which they occupted, ‘with a four pounder gan and musquetry,
Lieutenant Wilson covered Lieutenant Mather and the Seamen while
Leaving the vessel oft the rocks, and then re-embaiked with some
prisoners,

Those Officers had been  highly distinguished upon a  former
occasion in bringing his Majesty’s late floop, the Bull Doz, trom the
port of Ancona under a heavy fire of cannon and musquetry fom the
Mole, but they weie obliged to abandon her to the enicrmy from an
insetting current, and a calm, after all their gallant cflorts,  "Thiis
ship was reserved for a future but more successful attempt by the
Seamen and Marines of the Champion, who bravely assaulted her,
and brought her out from under the guns of Gallipoli, guided by tie

daring zeal of Lord William Stuart.
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The Swiftsure of 74 guns fell into the hands ef Admiral
Gantheaume’s squadron ; after a resistance which reflected honor
upon Captain Hallowell, his subordinates, and the British Navy.

Lord Cochrane, in union with Captain Pulling, again gave a test
of intepidity, by striking at a Spanish convoy in the Bay of Orepeso,
protected by a castle, a xebeck, and gunboats,  These they destroyed
with little loss.

In August Captain Halsted’s squadron took La Caniere of 44
guns, after a short action, Lieutenant Douglas, of Marines, was
wounded, but died after amputation on board La Pomone. This
frigate was on her way with a convoy, having stores and ammunition
on board, for the French Army then carrying on the siege of Porto
Ferrajo, in the Isle of Elba.

This little fortress disdaining to participate in that terror which
had disgraced the continent of Italy, afforded refuge to Mr. Isaac
Grant, English Vice Consul at Leghorn, and others of his countrymen,
who fled from our rapacious encmies on their entrance into T'uscany.
His example and precepts roused the natives to arms, while the very
females shared in the patriotic impulse of defending their families
and their Country, from those universal spoilers. Mingled with
its garrison, were Lieutenant Lawrence and his party of Marines
from the Pearl, whose animated efforts, during a long scries of six
months fatigue and danger, are little known, but were such as to
entitle the whole to the highest praise. This little torce, by their
constancy and courage, ever set the best of examples, were always
foremost on service, and stood to their post and guns when the Tuscan

and other foreign troops gave way. They were likewise unremitedly
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useful in preparing shells, mounting and transporting caunon, and
it repairing their carriages, as well as constructing works. Their
knowledge of gunnery, acquired by experience in a long siege, and
their ambition to gain honor to their corps and themselves, induced
them to live in the batteries, and the little sleep which they enjoyed,
was by their cannon.  Such zealous perscverance impaited the healths
of this brave detachment, and if the place had not been relieved by
other troops, Lieutenant Lawrence and his faithful companions must
have fallen victims to incespant toil,

The merits of Colonel Airey, in the defence of Porto Ferrajo,
were great indeed. Nothing could surpass his cool judgment and
spirited exertions in foiling a vury superior enemy in all their
attempts, The bravery and good conduct of Mr. Isaac Grant, in
repeated sallies, were eminently conspicnous. Few occasions have
exhibited a2 more manly patience, or a nobler stand.

‘Upon the 12th of September Sir John Warren appeared with his
squadron to relieve this brave garrison. He lhad previously given an
order to Captain John Richardson, of Marines, to acteas Brigade
Major to Licutenant Colonel Airey, and he was disembarked, as
well as Captain Johnstone, from the Gibraltar, 12 Subalterns, 17
Serjeants, 18 Corporals, 11 Drummhers, and 390 Privates, A
force of 240 Seamen was also landed under Captain Long of the
Royal Navy. Captain James Weir, (now on retirement), who
commanded the Marines at Malta, served in Porto Ferrajo at the
head of a Maltese corps, with distinguished reputation.

It having been resolved to destroy the enemy’s works, a debarka-
tion of upwards of 1000 men took place early on the morning of the

2Dbo
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14th of September, while a sortie from the garrison was attempted
against the battery which overawed the harbour. Captain Long,
with his division of Seamen, Marines, and Swiss, proceeded to
demolish  the batteries on the right side of the bay, which he
performed in a gallant stile. That Officer was shot through the
shoulder very early in the action, but persevered in the attack, until
his little advanced party, consisting of 26 Seamen and Marines,
reached a spot where the cnemy had a field piece, and were in
considerable force. It was within 18 yamsds of their position that this
brave young man received a mortal wound, when he was carri'ed
from the ficld. He lingered and died, and so strongly impressed
was the foe with admiration of his valor, that a suspension of arms
was maintained, while his remains were borne, with military honors,
to the grave. Lieutenant Campbell, of Marines, after this mishap,
instantly charged, drove the republicans to a narrow pass, where,
being reinforced, he was held in check; but having occom-
plished the chief object which was intended, he effected a retreat to
the garrisone

Captains Johnstone and Richardson, who headed the division
against the enemy’s works on the left side of the harbour, did every
thing that could have been expected from brave and experienced
Officers. After having ruined the balteries of Punta Pina, the
grottocs, and giovanni, a vast quantity of ammunition, and having
carried off 150 barrels of powder, the British and Allied troops
were attacked by very superior numbers in different quarters. Under
cxisting circumstances a retreat was the only expedient, which, after
a spirited contest, was made to the boats and within the walls of the
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fortress. Lieut, Clarke, of Marines, was wounded and made ptisoner,
The general loss was by no means equal to the nature of this service.
Colonel Airey expressed himself highly indebted for the support and
assistance given by the Scamen and Marines. Although the
inadequacy of numbers prevented the completion of every ubject;
still this diversion afforded a temporary aid to the brave defenders of
Porto Ferrajo.

Major Weir signalized himself in a subsequent sortic on the night
of the 10th of October, and the garrison never relaxed in the most
animated perseverance, until peace threw open its gates to a new
sovereign, Captain Halsted, previous to the appearance of Sir John
Warren, had captured or destioyed -the whole of the French
blockading squadren. .

Those Northern Powers, against whom Britain had reluctantly
drawn the sword, experienced a severc and early chastiscment in the
loss of all their West India Colonies, which successively yiclded to
the prompt and vigorous measures of Admiral Duckworth and Siy
Thomas Trigge. St. Bartholomew’s, St. Martin’s, which alone
offered any resistance, St. Thomas, and Santa Cruz submitted to the
Army and Fleet during the month of Murch, and the islands of St.
Eustatius and Saba were occupied by our forces in April.  These
conquests afforded no fleld for achievment, but they gave opportu-
nities for the display of much united zeal.

Captains Manhy and Butcher, their Officers, Scamen, and
Marines were noticed for gallant single actions, and Licutenant
Mackenzie, with those under him, for much intrepidity in cutting out
a schooner from under the batteries at Guadaloupe,

2
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It is with a heartfelt pain that I am constrained to blend with
these honorable details, another instance of baneful insubordination
which occurred on board the Castor frigate, upon Sunday the i3th
of December. The trying hour produced another example of steady
fidelity in Lieutenant J. S. Smith and his loyal party of Marines.
Captain Fanshawe upon observing the first symptoms of revolt,
ordered the detachment under arms, which was obeyed with an
unsurpassed alacrity. The young but spirited Officer, who headed
them, needed no prompter to a decisive conduct. He, with an
unlooked for rapidity, charged bayonets, drove the guilty criminals
to the larboard side of the lower deck, where, cooped up, they were
forced to surrender their ringleaders.

The heroic feelings of a private Marine, whe was confined 'to his
hammock at the outset of this commotion, would have done honor to
any age of the world. Though depressed with fever, still he arose,
put on his accoutrements, took his musquet and his post in the ranks.
On being questioned why he was there, he nobly replied to his Officer,
¢ Qh, Sir, this is not a time to be sick.” This action obtained for
him a subsequent promotion, and on retrospect, it still merits a
pecuniary tribute. It is under the impulse of cordial esteem, as well
as of public justice, that I annex the very flattering testimony of the
Court Martial, which sat upon those deluded mutineers, respecting
the firm conduct of Lieutenant Smith and his party., Captain
Western, the President, addressed him in these words : -1 have it
“ in command from this Court to express to you the high sense they
* entertain of your very Officer like conduct on the evening of the

¢¢ 13th of December, and the. good and steady eonduct of the party
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** of Marines embarked under your orders. Your prompt and
‘¢ spirited execution of Captain Fanshawe’s orders appears to the
** Court to have stopped a very dangerous mutiny, and the token of
‘¢ their approbation of your conduct will be transmitted to the
“ Commander in Chief, and inserted in the minutes of the Court
¢¢ Martial.,” This became much enhanced by the following very

judicious and handsuine order from Admiral Duckworth :

¢ Southampton, Fort Royal Bay, 26th December, 1861.

_ “ Memeorandum—W hereas the members of the Court Martial on
** the mutincers of his Majesty’s ship Castor. have felt called
“ upon, in justice to the cxemplary and meritorious conduct of
* Lieutenant J. S. Smith, of the Marines, and the party under his
¢ command, to express their high sense of such spirited behaviour,

¢ It is my directions that these sentiments of the Court are read
*¢ on board his Majesty’s ship under my orders, to testify how fully I
“ accord with the Court in the commendation so descrvedly

¢ bestowed,
“ (Signed) J. S. DUCKWOR'T'H,”

Early in 1801 Lieut. Vyvian, of my corps, fell ina gallant atteinpt
to bring out two vessels, at anchor, within the bar 6f Senegal, protected
by heavy batteries on the shore. Nothing could exceed the obstinate
courage of all under Lieutenant Dick, who commandecd in the attack.
After twenty minutes contest they carried his Majesty's late sloop the-
Senegal, wkhich they were obligéd to destroy, and with much
difficulty the boats effected a retreat across a tremenduous surf, and
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exposed to a dreadful discharge of grape shot. This success was
dearly purchaced with the lives of Lieutenant Palmer, 1 Midshipﬁaﬁ.
and 8 Seamen and Marines. Lieutenant Vyvian left not behind him
his superior for promising talents, or correct manners.

Two very gallant actions were fought in the East, which did
honor to Captains Adam, of La Sybille, and G. R. Collier, of the
Victor. La Chiffone and -La Fleche yielded to the discipline and
valour of British Seamen and Marines, which were exemplified- in
a striking degree, by each ship having been opposed to batteries
on the shore, intricate shoals during the battle, and to an equal
force in those antagonists which they combated.

Nothing occurred upon the station of Jamaica, Society had te
deplore the loss of one of its most valuable members, and the Royal
Navy one of its brightest ornaments, in Lerd Hugh Seymour, the
Commander in Chief,
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CHAP. XLVIL

THE wide and important interests to be discussed, necessarily
protracted the desirable event of a Definitive Pcgce, during which
anxious interval both nations rested on their urms.

The powerful detachments of our republican neighbours, to the
western world, could not be viewed by s vigilant Ministry, but
with a jealous eye, whom it behoved to push a force "adequate to
counteract their schemes, if directed against our Colonies. Such
mighty armaments taking their departure {or a distant quarter, during
pending negociations, had doubtless an influence in spinning them
out, and it was not until the 27th of March, 1802, that this saluta.r}r
wotk was congummated ; a day which diffused a general joy

through cach rival land.
Public gratitude did not cool after the return of tranquillity, but

with an enlightened policy, as well as a liberal justice, it embiaced
and anticipated the wants and feelings of those brave men who Lad
vindicated their Country’s honor, her glory, and independence.
Many revolving years had witnessed the distinguished gallantry,
the unimpaired loy»lty of the corps of Maiines; the records of a
British Legislature had long teemed with grateful memorials of their
merits upon the shores, and the ocean of every clime, but with

scareely one solid mark of recompence for all their brilliant services,
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Tt was reserved for the year 1802, and the ministerial auspices of
Earl St. Vincent, to draw this body of faithful Soldiers into a close
alliance with a family and a throne, for which they had so often
bled, and round whom they will rally to the latest period of their
existence. The title of Royal was not the acquirement of influence,
No! it wasthe gain of more than one hundred years of undiminished
zeal ; a Monarch’s tributary sacrifice at the altar of honor! It is a
sacred appellatione which, T trust, we will not sully, and what we
never will surrender into any hands, without a glorious struggle, but
into those of a branch of that Illustrious House, from which we
received it. A Sovereign’s favor cheers the Soldier, soothes ;';11
his past sufferings, and cares, and turns his eyes to future glory
alone.

The boon was accepted by the Marine Corps with all the
manliness of conscious desert, and with a thankful exultation.

It was conveyed, in the following terms, from Sir Evan Nepean,

to Lieutenant General Souter Johnstone, Commandant in Chief:

“ Sig, ‘¢ Admiralty Office, April 29, 1802.

¢ The Earl St. Vincent having signified, to my Lords Com-
¢ missioners of the Admiralty, that his Majesty, in order to mark
¢ his Royal approbation of the very meritorious conduct of the corps
¢ of Marines, during the late war, has been graciously pleased
¢ to direct that, in future, the corps shall be styled ¢ The Royal
¢¢ Marines.

¢ T have great satisfaction in obeying their Lordships commands

“ to communicate this intelligence to you; and in offering their
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“ Lordgléips congratulations on this testimony of the opinion his
“ Majesty entertains of the very diStinguished services of that part
““ of his forces to which you belong.
“ Tam, Sir, &c. &c.
(Signed) “ EVAN NEPEAN.”
¢ Licut,-Gen, Souter Johnstone, Commandant

“ of the Marines.”

A respectable and effective force of 100 companies, wasthe peace
establishment, and subsequent cvents have realized the wisdom of
that measure.

The retired list was also considerably augmented, which yielded
a relreat, not only to the worn out veteran, but likewise (o those
who could identify an incapacity for future service. Every necessary
reference as to the former and present details of the corps, may be had
te~that list which is annually issued from the Board of Admiralty,
upon the ist of January, and is in the hands of almost every
Officer.

Although hostility had ceased in every quarter, still the Marine
Soldicr was oftener than once conspicuous upon the annals of the year,
by a steady fidelity and valour.

A very dangerous insurrection of the sth West India regiment
in the island of Dominica, marked by circumstances of the most
shocking barbarity, was checked in itsimmediate effects, in part, by
his firmn countenance. It fortunately occurred, when those murderous
revolters first shewed their spirit, that his Majesty’s ship Magnificent
w;( at anchor in Prince Rupert’'s Bay. Some shot, from the Lower

73 O
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Cabareta, which went cover her, was the first symptom nf mutiny
on the shore, and it was soon confirmed by intelligence that the
Blacks had risen in arms, and had assassinated a number of their
Officers.  Captain Gifford tendered his services to the President of
the island, who, conceiving it only the prelude to a general com-
motion, gladly accepted the offer. Lieutenant O. Neale volunteered
the duty of disembarkation, and he felt it a difficult task to restrain
the ardor of the whole party of Marines, to follow him. But his
number was confined to 2 Serjeants. 2 Corporals, and 36 Privates,
with which he put off from the ship just at dawn on the morning of
the 1oth of April.  Observing the rebels advancing rapidly to the
beach, he anticipated their object, quickly effected a landing, and
took post on a hill, after the exchange of some scattering shots.
Opposed to nearly 500 Blacks, whom he kept at bay during the
day, reinforcements became necessary, and he was farther
strengthened by two successive detachments of Marines under
Lieutenants Lambert and Hawkins. Upon this rising ground, those
brave fellows, not exceeding 66, gave refuge to many Officers who
flew from the ferocions hands of the mutineers. They were after-
wards joincd by some Colonial Militia, who were little calculated,
from the mixed nature of their arms, to opposc a resolute enemy.
The dispositions of Lieutenant Lambert through the night, aided by
the counsels of Mr. O. Neale, were like a good Officer. The
native troops gave way to slumber. His outposts were, therefore,
confided to his faithful companions, and all his energies were derived
from his own brethren, Incessant rains had nearly retidered useless

all their ammunition.
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On the following day the Marines were ordered to Grand Ance,
in order o protect the inhabitants, and through that night were
posted in the swamps to prevent the escape of the Blacks from Fort
Shirley, Many of our men had been 56 hours on shore amidst the
greatest privations; having had nothing to cat but raw salt beef and
biscuit. The stagnated smell from their position, pointed our the
neces.sily of obtaining some other refreshment to recruit natuie, and
to avert disease. A Marine of tiwe party, overhearing the discussion
amongst his Ofhicers, nobly said, 1 will go to the village and bring
“Atllcm——l know I must go and repass the cnemy’s fire, but my life
“ is not mine, it ic at the constant command of his Majesty's service.”
He accordingly performed bis duty, and eseaped wmhut.

Bread was distributed, and brandy admivistered, in  scanty
portions, through the night, by the Officers, who exhorted the men
to keep up their spiritss The feelings of the brave are ever
reciprocal in acts of Kindness, One and all they exclaimed ** We
« wish to add another laurel to our corps, we will follow you where
“ ever you go.” The mud collected by the rains, had, in the course
of marching, deprived many of thewr shoes, which could not be
remedied but from the ship. Frequent flags of truce had passed
between General Johnstone and the fort.  Mr. Roberts, an Officer
of Engincers, requested to storm i, il the mutincers would not
surrender the barrier, providing the Marines accompanicd hjim, who,
to a man, voluntecred, saying, * We don’t mind shoes, we can
fight without them.” The Governor applauded their gallant zeal,

and assured them of a preference, if their services should be

wantgd.
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The Marines united with detachments from the Royal Scotch, and
68th Regiments, marched into the fort upon the 12th, and drew up in
front of the Black Corps, which presented arms to the troops ; baving
three of their own Officers, as prisoners, placed between their colours.
General Johnstone was obeyed by them in his orders to shoulder,
order, and ground their arms; but on being commanded to step thice
paces in front, the ery was ¢ No,” they instantly resumed them and
fired a volley : this was returned, and was followed up with a charge
of bayonets, which broke their ranks, and dispersed the mutincers
in ecvery direction. The greater part fled up the Outer Cabart,
keeping up a fire until they reached the rocks, down which m':m)r
prs dipitated themselves, and those who could afterwards crawl from
the bottom were exposed to a discharge of grape and cannister
from the Magnificent,

John Budd, private Marine, distinguished himself most signally
during the pursuit. He was attacked singly by four black grenadiers,
one of whom he killed with his first fire, wounded another, when
cooly awaiting a return from the other two, reloaded his musquet,
with which he shot a third, and bayoneted the fourth. Afterwards
turning to him who was wounded, he closed his destinies, and
throwing the remains of the whole over the rocks finished his exploit
by saying *¢ This is the way I shall serve all traitors,” The conduct
of John Lamswood, and Alexander Livingstone is also worthy of
notice ; buth were severely wounded, but they persevered in their
duty until the loss of blood, brought them to the ground. The
former received a ball in his mouth, which lodging in his throat, was

afterwards extracted by an able operation of Mr. Veitch, Surgeon of
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th; Saturn. I am authorized likewise to detail the name of John
Batt, ptivate, whose alacrity, during these arduous services, cheered
his associates, As my scope is limited, 1 would not detract from the
merits of these corps, with which mine was united.  Theirs were
such as to maintain their long established reputation.  Upen their
return to Martinique, the whole detachment met a mark of public
recompence in those necessaries which they had expended, and the
Ofticers received  the thanks of General Johustone, and of the
Presidency of Dominique, which they fad probably saved from
sgeneral revolt,

"1 wish I could close the year with a more gratifying topic tuan
that of insubordination, which first shewed its luiking spiiit in the
Mecditeiranean, by the most daring acts. It byoke out on boad the
Gibraltar, whose crew chose to decide the propricty of fulfilling or
disobeying the orders for their future destination,  Attempts of
violcnce were opposed by the noblest firmuess in Captain Johnstone
‘alnd. his gallant party on board, by whose spirited and prompt
execrtions, with those of the Officers, good order was restored, the
flame stiflcd from spreading farther, und the services of a brave
squadron preserved to their Country at a momentous crisis,

Two of the ringleaders suffered death; upon whose tiials the
distinguished merits of the Msdrine detachment were apparent to
the Comt, who gave testimony of their gratitude by inserting them
upon their records. The following communication bespoke, in
suitable terms, the very high sense which the Commander in Chief

entertained of their meritorious conduct, which was read throughout

his fleet.
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¢ Kent, Oristagni Bay, 4th November, 1802,

‘

¢ Memorandum—Whereas it appears in the minutes of the late
Court Martial, on the mutineers of the Gibialtar, that the
detachment of Marines, serving on board that ship, bore no part
in the disgraceful proceedings of the 6th of October last, but much
to the credit of the Officers and themselves, maintained the
character of the loyal and respectsble corps to which they belong,
by a steady adherance to their duty, The Rear Admiral takes
this public method of expressing his approbation of their good
and soldier like conduct, and requests Captain Johnstone to accept
his thanks.
(Signed) ¢« RICHARD BICKERTON.”
To the respective Captains, &c.”

A similar instance of indiscipline occurred on board the Excellent

upon Christmas Day, which was subdued by the firmness of her

Ofhcers, aided by the undaunted allegiance of her party of Marines,

Nothing from me can superadd to their honor, I annex the result

which proceeded fiom Commodore Hood, and is such as carrics a

powerful evidence of their fidelity,

L1

¢¢ Blenheim, Carlisle Bf;}r. Barbadoes, 30th Dec. 1802.
¢ Memorandum—The Commander in Chief had flattered himself
in the hope, thut all those ill disposed acts of mutinous conduct
were al an end in the Reyal Navy, and that Seamen would
endeavour to heighten their characters in the eyes of the rest of his

Majesty’s subjects; but he trusts the punishment he has been
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*¢ obliged to order to be carried into execution on those unfoitunate
‘“ men may be sufficient example to deter a few evil minded persons
¢ from disturbing the repose and good order amongst tne Scamen in
“ future.

“ The Commander in Chief (as well as the members of the Court
¢ Martial) is highly sensible of the active exertions of the Officers of
¢« his Majesty’s ship Excellent, in quelling the late mutiny on board
« Nyer, and also the Officers, Non-Comissioned Officers, and
‘¢ Private Marines belonging to the said ship, whe, by their firmness
%, in resisting the attempt to seduce them trom their duty, and in
¢ opposing men in actual mutiny, have increared, it possible, the
¢ high character the corps has so justly acquired ; and begs to assure
¢ the whole of them, they have his best thanks, and he shall not fail
¢ tn represent their meritorious conduct to the Lords Commissioners
¢« of the Admiralty,

(Signed) *“ SAMUEL HOOD,”
¢« To Captlain Maxwell, Blenheim.”



CHAP. XLVIIL

BES[DES the many useful reforms adopted by Earl St. Vincent,
br the internal ccconomy of the British Navy, his Lordship also
turned Dis attention to the corps of Royal Marines, Upon the 18th
of March, 1803, a new code of instructions was published for their
regulation when on shore, which vests in the four Senior Captain's
of each division, the management and superintendance of many
concerns that had formerly been placed under separate departments,
It would exceed my bounds to attempt the discussion of arrangements
which are obviously well designed to promote the interests of the

public and the individual, as well as to establish a facility in

subordinate transactions. Experience, doubtless, .will attest their

wisdom, and posterity recognize with gratitude their enlightened
author,
The joyous work of peace had scarcely been fulfilled, when

disappointed ambition began to wreak its rancour, through the low

channels of a venal press. Hitherto the organs of knowledge, and

sometimes of liberal opinion, the papers of republican France, under
the controul of its First Consul, became the contemptible ‘interpreters

of degrading scurrillity and the most inflammatory philipics against

the English Government. Like the noise of the rattlesnake, they

proclaimed a latent danger, while all the public institutes of

Buonaparte were levelled at the foundations of our comfzi\z'(;*ial
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greatness, A banditti of unauthorized agents also set themsclves
down in our seaports, who, under the specious pretexts of trade,
were commissioned to explore our coasts and to coniaminatc our
principles, By such subtle means had the courtage and the encrgies
of almost every State which had fallen under the French yoke, been
previously undermined, and they well merited the instant and
retaliating vengeance of a great kingdom. But war is a serious evil,
and every expedient to avert it should be tried by a commerciai
Country, ere it has recourse to arms. There can be no compromise,
hqwever, where national security and honor aie at stake,  Ours were
involved, and we again took up arms in defence of our dearest
birthrights.

My corps very soon met an increase of 4.3 companies to complete
the legislative vote for 1803.. This has introduced to actual service,
all who were upon the half pay list, and produced many vacancies
upop the establishment, which, to the perpetual honor of Karl St.
Vincent, have been filled by the offspring or kindred of the veteran
Marine Officer, who have uniformly met a preference from his
Lordship, to the adopted sons of power.

A dctachment under Licutenant Colonel Collins cinbarked for
Port Phillips, in the Southern part of New Holland, who wa-
nominated Lieutenant Governor of it. His personal knowledge of
the Country, and the habitual discipline of my corps, will, T tiust,
unitedly render that fertile spot, of futarc public bencfit, and it,
society of unfortunate criminals conspicuous by a reform of munners,

Few occasions, during the present war, have offered to <ignalize
M;.jiﬁg val_our. Wherever they have occurred, the most powerful

incéntives to the human mind, have been held out to cvery hiro who



402

shall imitate such examples, The gallantry of Charles O’Reilly,
private, on board the Loire, who assisted in carrying the national
brig Ventenx, and bringing her out from under the heavy batteries
of the Isle of Bas, was condescendingly noticed by the Board of
Admiralty, and he was immediately promoted, by General Averne,
to the rank of Serjeant, at the request of their Lordships. This was
likewise followed by a pecuniary recompence from the society of
Lloyd's; an institution founded in the most noble nunificence, the
purest benevolence, and the most exalted patriotism,

Lieutenant Irvin, of Marines, also shewed his zeal in a detached

enterprize from the Naiad, against a French schooner at anchor in

the Saintes, which was achieved without loss.

My narrative here reaches its closc, and I will not dive into
futurity, Thus much I will venture to anticipate, that whether in
union with his gallant brethren of the fleet, or blended with our
disciplined Armies on the shore, the Marine Soldier will pever
forfeit that distinguished name which he now holds, ef loyalty to his
King, fidelity to his Country, and unshaken valour against the
enemies of both.

If such continues to be his virtues, may he never want a patron
and a guardian ! and when the Nobleman, who now so ably guides the
Naval counsels of the Nation, shall be removed from the seat of
power, cither by a mortal or a political decree, may his succeessor,

like him, possess the disposition to recompence our merits, although
unbefriended by influence '



APPENDIX.

SOOI OD m—

THE very important services of the fleets of Britain, through successive
generations, have justly entitled her Seamen to public recompence and
protection. Every means, therefore, which good policy or expediency
could suggest, have been adopted at different times, for their comforts and

wclfare.

Whether from an illiberal distinction, or a faulty omission, 1 know not,
still the Marine Soldier, habitually a sharer in the dangers and the glory of
our Navy, notwithstanding such natural claims to notice, was, for a long
while, excluded from a participation in these humane regulations which
afforded independance to the destitute families of our Sailors when afar off
in their Conntry’s service. It was reserved for a recent and a more
enlightened era to extend also to the Marine, 1 privilese which muost
constitute the sweetest joy of every good man—that of allotting a part of his
pay, when embarked, and distant from his home, for the constant support
of a wife and family otherwise doomned to want, an aged parent weiched
down by poverty and years, or a dependant friend struggling hard againes

adsersity.

I shall state the nature of those rights which have progressively heen
granted to the Ma.ine Soldier, and point out the modi: by which they ean
be practically adopted. 1t is a tribute, however, meritediy due to the Right
Honorable Mr. Dundas, to remark, that from his intellizent and generous
conceptjons, first emanated all these estimable privileges to the subordinates
in $hefRoyal Corps of Marines, which were eagerly discussed and sane tiond
hfra grateful Legislature.



Without recurring to the express Acts-of Parliament, dpod %ﬁ"ﬁw
indulgencies pre founded, 1 will simply digest.-their -spitity and deraititise
necessary-steps to be ohseteed, under every-possiblencontimgeney: -t witf
be proper to mention, in the first place, that every Marine Recruit should
timate to his wife or kindred, immediately afper higjeining Head Quarters
at Chatham, Portsmouth, or Plymauth, W#ﬁ’h divitional Company
to which he has betn attached. Young men too frequently name only their
parad: Compantes which is of no use after they are embarked on board,
as such often undergo a change while they continue on shore. By
particularizing the former, it serves as a certain clué to their friends in
every enquiry concerning their destinies, and will correct mistgkes when
two, or more, of a similar name shall happen to belong to the same ship or
division. ’

In April, 1763, Marine Soldiers obtained the right of following their
trades in any'town of Great Britain (except those having Universities) after
their discharge from the service, This remains the same.

It is to be observed, for the guidance of legal heirs to prize njoney, wju:ch
may be due to any deccased Marine Soldier, that if they do not exhibit t}zcir
claims within three years after notice has been given by the Agent or Ageats,
of its being in course of payment, such goes into the funds of Greenwich
Hospital. This shews the absolute’ necessity of every family or kindred
maintaining a constant correspondence with their distant military friends,
and as the life of a Soldier is ever precarious, be should not fail to report, by
letter, the circumstantial particulars of €ach fortunate capture at sea, in
which he may have an interest, in ovder that his legal or designed heirs
may meet with little difficulty in tracing-out where his property lays, in the
event of death.

As the Country wisely permits the Marine, in commmn with el the
wbordinate servants of his Majesty, an economical communication with
his dear and remote friends, by the abolition of every postage emoepting the
payment of one penny, no occasion should be lost of availing himself of this
valuable privilege. From this item being lodged with each letter insg the
oftice from whence it is dispatched, I am afraid, however, it often ha
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whiet dn.the eve of putting te sea, that those poor fellows, in the hurry of
the oecasion, entrust their money and their secrets to unprincipled watermen,
who an#y.be tempted to pocket the one, and destroy the other without a
chance of detection. Aere the recoivers of each letter obliged to pay this
little impost, correspondence might be more regular, such frauds picvented,
and the revenue continue unaltered.

By the benevolent Act of 1792 Non-Commissioned Officers and Private
Marines were allowed the privilege of allotting a portion of their pay
(usually a moiety) to their wives, families, or others, which, till that period,
was confined to the Seamen aloue.

Immediately after embarkation, he who bas a relative or a friend to
whom he inclines to allot such a part, should execute this instrument,
which the Captain of the ship he may belong to, will forward to the Navy
Board ; the Treasurer of which, authenticates the ticket and transmits it to
the person for whose benefit it is designed.

The Receiver General of Land Tax, Collectors of Customs or Excise,
and Clerks of the Checque, are afficially obliged te pay these allowances to
the holder of it, every four weeks, and should no money be in hand for the
purpose, one or other must name a day of recall within a fortnight, under a
penalty, as likewise if any deduction shall be made from the net sum.
Tickets of allottment are irrevocahle by the grantor, while he lives and is
in public pay, unless he shews a very solil cause for cancelling them.  Ifa
wife who holds onc, having children under fourteen, shall die, the fact must
be attested by the Minister and Church Wardens of the parish, 2 person
named who undertakes to receive #heir future allowances, and all the
vircumstances thus established must be remitted (o the Navy Board for its
sanction. He who becames the representative ought to appear in person to
receive such monies, unless prevented by sickness. But should a wile die
(leaving children of the above description) and if no steps are taken or any
clali.gu mgde for their benefit, within six montbs, such allotments hecome void,
and they will in future be paid either to the grantor himself, or his heirs and
ﬂxmu@g&w his decease.
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Those who hold such tickets may always be assured of the friends who
gave them being alive, up to the date of the latest payment, as the Navy
Board never fails to acquaint those Agents who have been accustomed to
issue the money for allotments, with every death that happens; each of
whom is bound, under a penalty, to acknowledge the receipt of such an
intimation within two days. The same forms are observed in Ireland,
where allotments are paid by the Collectors or Commissioners of
Revenue.

All enquiries concerning the situation or destinies of distant relatives
serving in the Royal Marines when embarked on board of ship, should be
preferred to the Navy Board, Somerset Place, London, and through its
present Secretary, (R. A. Nelson,) or whoever may succeed him, as the
returns of ships are transmitted to that office, in which the Marines are
included. In order to identify the Soldier, about whom an enquiry is made
it is necessary to hand, at the same time, thc number of his divisional
company, as well as that of his allotment ticket, if he has granted one.
Successful reference may also be had to the division, where Le is attached,
by addressing a letter, * On his Majesty’s service,” to the Adjutant of it;
elways remarking the nuember of his Company

In the year 1792 Marines were placed on the same footing, and became
sharers in the benefit of an Act * To prevent frauds and abuses in payment
of wages, prize-money, and other allowances.” Wills, or letters of Attorney,
when executed on board of ship, must be attested by the Captain, and one
or more of the tgning Officers. They are not valid unless they arc revecabie.
The Captain acquaints the Navy Board in his ship’s returns when any
Seaman or Marine under his command has made his testament, which is an
evidence of the justice of future claims on his property in case of decease.
Any will made by either, after his discharge from the service, or any power
of Attorney affecting pay, prize-money, or other property acquired’ by him,
while on hoard bis Majesty's flect, if executed vwithin the bills of Lendon or
Festminster, must be attested by an Officer appointed by the Treasurer of the
Navy, where wages are paid. If either a will or power of Attorney, asabove,
is made in England or Ireland, it must be witnessed by the Ministyr and
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Church Wardens; if in Scotland, bythe Clergyman and two Elders of tha
parish in ‘which the executor of such an instrument may reside.

Any Marine dying on board sntestate, upon information of his decease
reaching his friends, he who is entitled to his effeccts must give in a petition
to the Inspector of Wills, (1. Bedingfield, Esq.) Somerset Place, London,
or whoever may be his successor, sfating the name of such Marine, to what
part of the King’s dominions he belonged, the name of the ship or ships in
which he served, the applicant’s own name, at full ugth, his 1clation to, o
connexion with the defunct, what other kindred the deceased may lLave
alive to the best of the petitioner's knowledge, and where resident. 'This
must be certified by two respectable househeepers of the parish, town, or place
where the applicant dwells, who must aver that they belicve such account
to be true, which isalso to be attestcd by the Minister and Church Wardens,
that those subscribing witnesses live in the parish, and are of honest repute.
Upon a petition and a certificate, executed agreeable to such prescribed
forms, being tiansmitted to the Inspector of Wills, he will enquire into the
truth of 4ll, and when satisfied that no will of the deceased remains with
him, he will send or deliver to the claimants an abstract of his petition,
with a note or ticket signed by himself and subjoined, marked by his stamp,
representing that such statement of the claimant appears just, and that the
person so petitioning may have letters of administration to the deceased,
provided he is otherwise entitled by law, whbich will be addiessed to a Proctor
in Doctor’s Commons, that letters may pass in favour of the applicant, while
the original petition and certificate are preserved on the records of the
Treasurer of the Navy and kept by him, and the letter  of adminntration
must be lodged and registered in the same manner as the probates of walls,
with the Inspector, who must give a cheque signed and stamped by him, o
his representative, to the Administrators or thair Attornies, which will e
sufficient for either to demand payment of all sums duc to them on account
of the deceased.  Proctors are liable to a penalty of 5001 if aiding to procure
probates os letters of wAministration to empower any to receive pay, prize-
money, &c. for service in the fleet, without having first ohtained a certificate
from the Iuspector of Wills and powers of Attorney, and they  wild,
mor t, be incapacitated from acting in any Ecclesiastical Court of Great
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Non-Commissioned Officers and Private Marines should be cautiouyte
execute latter wills and powers exactly conformable to the prescribed rules,
for if not attended to, they will be of no effect, besides the testator or
executor being subject to a penalty.

The stated fees of Proctors are as follow, and with them 1 shall close an
Appendix, which, T humbly trust, will prove of general benefit. Every
remark which it contains is alike applicable in pursuing the interests of the
heirs of Seamen as well as of Marines.

For seal, parchment, writing, and suing forth the probate granted to the

Executors of any Marine whose property is 201 we  wn £015 2
To Proctor on letters of administration on do. when 201, we 1 4 9
To Proctor for probate when property is 40l ..., s w L1 8°8
Do, letters of administration whendo. do. ..., o o 117 8
To Proctor for probate when propesty is 601. o .. we  we £ 111 2
To do. letters of administration when do. do. ... we 2 8 6
To Proctors for probate when property is 100L. ..., i ;I: 1 13_"é

Do. letters of administration when do.  do. ..., - e 211 0

If the funds excced my statements, the charges progressively become

augmented, of which any Proctor can inform, as they are unifo::{dly
limited. e

b —

1. Swmney, Prnter,
Birmingham.



i



