
Cardinal Ruff 0 1 learning the evacllation of Naples, 'and the 
. , 1, 

defeats of the French armie& by the Russian General SuwauQw, 'put 

in motion his army towards that Capital; part of which he gained 

upon the day of St. Anthony's feast. Exceeding llis powers, a 

treaty which he had cuncluded with the Members of the Republican 

Government. and the Patriots in the Forts. was cancelled by hi, 

Sicilian Maje.ity. and the transports in which they were embarked 

for Toulon, were blockaded by the British squadron. 

Many of the rebel pa~rty, united with their allies the French. 

retiring to the strong holds of St. Elmo, Ova, aDd N uova, it was 

judged expedient, to land the Marines, who, with other auxiliaries. 

were destined to reduce them. On the 27th of June. they were 

disembark;ed, to the number of BOO men, under the foHowing Officers. 

who had the honour of accomplishing the important service$: that 

ensued, with much credit. 

Lieut. Colonel Strickland. Commanding Officer. 

Captain Creswell (BJ:evet Major, pro tempore., 

Capt. Weh: Lieut. Pearce 
_ Dunsmuire - Burford 

- Minto - Short 

_Knox -Wills 
_Wolfe - Harvey 
_ Torkington - Scobill 

- Williams. - Adair 

Lieut. Nobl. -Burne 

-Hare - Jones . 
- M'Carthey - Walker 



Lieui. Hart 

- Collins 

- Jewell 

.-:...... Toomer 

- Perroll 

- Millar 

- Sozon 

Lieut. Wright 

- Wheeler 

-Ross 

- Wyemyss~ 
Adjutant. 

- Tyld,lcy 

- Vyvion, Quarter· master. 

Four hundred Portugueze Marines were also landed, which, 

joined to 500 Swiss. 450 Russians, and 70 Greeks, formed a total 

of 2170, besides Officers • 

... Captain Hood took possession of the Castles of Ovo and Nuovo, 

in which he was placed with a garrison of Seamen. and in his 

public character preserved the pc:lce of that turbulent C3pital. 

during the whole series of thilt trying duty. 

Captain Trowbridge, of the Royal Navy, conducted wilh much 

abil-ity those military operations. which may be said to have rl'in­

stated the Neapolitan King upon his thronf' . 

At five on the n10ming of the so th of Junc, b(' marched from 

Castle Nuovo, with the British and PortugUC7.C Marint:s. was joined 

by' the Russians in N~ples, and proceeded instantly ag:linst St. Elmo, 

• whose Commandant be 5ummonf'd to surrender. Being answered in 

the negative, that zealou!I and spirited Officer lost no time in t!recting 

butteries against d~e Castle. Between the 3d and .... tll of July, nine 

heavy cannon <lJld eight mortars were opened on it~ garrison :l.n:d 

woiks, which played incessantly, if. the hope of effecti ng a breach 

suffident to storm. O il the 6th, four mortars were added, and by 

the, indefatigable labours of the Seamen, six 36-pounders were 



dragged to tbe summit : .(an 'alin6st In\cce.,;u,t;;' p...elplm;"whilh 

a~n compelled MonSieur Mtijan to capitulate. ·ne Marine 'G'fe~'d~ 
dil~rs marched into the Castle on the 12th, ahd the eaeinv. uDwards 

of 1500 , were allowed 'the honours of war. 

On the I ~thl the "main bodi of the army ' returned to Castle 

Nuovo, . from: 'whence tlley advanced against Capua. thalkey to 

Naples. upon the 19th, where they arrived on ' the 21st , pitched 

their tents near to its waIls, anti iIi 11 ' short' -time opened batteries, 

which· continued to' play against the town 'until"the 2"7th, when terms 

we"re discussed and agreed on. 

On the 29th, the French, to the number of 1500, marched alit: 

mid 'were conveyed to Nnplcs, under"an escort of '4oo "'Marhtes;~ and 

two squadrons of General Acton's Cavalry. 

The conduct of Captain Trowbridge was' prompt ' and an'imnte:d, 

and he spoke highly of the unremitted attentio'ri ' anddisclpline 

of Colonel Strickland. Maior " Creswell; the" Offi~rs "and" m'en. 

The ':exertions of those of the allied troops' w'ere""alfu ' highly 

meritorioUS. 

Returning to Naples, an embarkation ' took' place- tlgainst Gaiera 

on the .1oth of July, where they landed on the 3d of August, gained 

possession of its gates on the next day, and tpon ' the 5th. delivered 

up the town to the loyal subjects of his Majesty the King of Naples. 

The , retr~at of the French armies was felt thr~g8bi:lt Italy,' and 

their disasters roused tbe Tuscans to arms, who' droft them from 

their bosom. Florence was abandoned, and Leghor-n was',evacuated; 

but Rome was unsubdued. Its besiegers had" tieilt"dt1vtn ftom"" iti 

walls. and every eff~'rt to reduce it' was 'ioefi'CCtUal. h 'did. not, 



however, resist aga.nst the tcnders of British honuur; fur Oil Capt,till 

Trowbridge appearing off tnc mouth of tile Tiber. and a SllOmlOll!­

being sent to General Garnier, he agreeci 10 sUrl'cl)(lcl RI't\\C, Civila 

Vcchia, and every depcndan('y within the slate , to that COmtll:llldl'r. 

Some Seamen, :.tlld the Maril\es of the Cullo(kn ntHI Minotaur, 

occupied Corneto and Tolso., o.s well as Civit:l Vt" 'hi", dtlling: til\' 

29th and 30th of Septt'mbl'r, while lbe ('Il1'IllY, .HlJoun lillg 10 ·,(100, 

were sent oft: agreeable to tbe terms of cipilulatiull . 

Captait~ Trowbridge maintained the ;Kklluw Inlgl'tl faith ()f his 

Country, in every article, witb a dignity oc';olllillg tilt' high dlaradcr 

in which he stoud. Colonel Strickland supported that disciplilll' in 

his Corps, which must have ensured' SUCt,;l'SS against a contending 

enemy. This train of important services, dcriV('.~ .::t double lO('rit, 

from that rapidity with which they Wire perfonnctl. 

During the present year Earl St. Vincent rcsigned the command of 

the Mediterranean Fk"Ct. The system by which be muintained its gOOl.l 

order, is worthy of beingadopled by every Officer in the British Nuvy. 

One of the most gl1llant boarding contests took pl:.JCi: upon that 

station, during the day of the 9th of Jllllt', which appears Oil tIlc 

face of this war. It was cutting out a Spanish pul:.wre (If 10 guns 

and 1 J 3 men, from the port of La Sdvu, ~urp()rlcd by a h"avy 

battery, and a large botly of men under arlll~ on tIll' shore', by til(' 

boats of tne Suecess. carrying only 1·./ men. 

Licuts. Facey and Stupart, uf t1w Navy. anr! Lieut. D..l\'i",otl, 

of my Corps, headed this daring enterprize. They \V("rc <.Ill di!:ttin­

guiihed; but limiting the detail of it to my pcculiD.f province, 1 ,lin 

led to notice the cool courage of that promi:.illS brother Officer, WllV, 

z, 
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twag a stc~dy aim with ~ pistol amidst this c;onf~ IOcne •• hot a 

Swiss SoJdier in the mouth, who had levelled , his musket at Mr. 

Pomeroy Peter, a brave young Midshipman, in the act of boarding 

over a high close netting. Mr. Peter did the rCit with a pike. A 

gallant Marine, Thomas Needham, having his right arm broken by a 

grape shot, on being asked by Lieutenant' Facey. if it was not 

c.lisabled? answered "Yes, but, thank God, I can pull a lrigger with 

" my right. and with my left hand I can 5tH! manage a cutlass:' 

In this state he continued to fight until tbe vessel was carried. 

In the West Indies the Dutch Colony of Surinam was taken 

without opposition. Lieutenant M'Gee, of Marioe!l, aud his party 

from the Trent, behaved most handsomely, in union with their 

brethren the Seamen. by storming a battery in a bay near Cape R08O,. 

and afterwards bringing fr~ ,under it a large Spaaish ship s.od 

schooner. • 
It was on the morning of the 25th of Octobf..r that Captain (pow 

Sir E4l:ward) Hamilton, at the head of 100 SeameD aDd·Marines. , . 
attacked. and carried the Hermione, of 404 gUDS, after having k.illed 

and wounded 21 6 men, with the single loss of Lieutenant 1. Busey t 

acting Lieutenant of the Surprize. After the greatest feats of v.alour 

in all, he brought her out from under the formidable batteries of 

Porto Cavallo. John Ingram aad Joseph TitIey, pdvatc Marines, 

were wounded upon this honorable occasion, which N*iently speaks 

its own praise. 

In the East, La Fortt', of 50 guns, WM captured by the Britisa 

Sybille, after a desperate resistllnce, 411l'ing ·wbidl. Captain Couk.e 

unfortunately fell. 



Every dOfMstic event of this year sinks, in conscquen«" wh~1\ 

compued to tho expedition against Hnlland. It" details, however, do 

not properly fall within my na!T;Jlivc. After having f!;:J it:lcd posst!>sion 

of the Helder, the duties allotted to the Marines, w('rc to i;3rrisoll 

its forts, while the Army, under Sir Ralph Abt'tcl"Ombic, p,"J1dr:lfed 

into the Country. These my corps perfi)rmed with tlll'ir \1'>11:11 aJ,:rtnt·ss 

and zeal, and much to the satisfaction (Of their superiors. UnfOllullate 

as was · the issue of the attempt. originally lllldcrtak('o at a late 

season of the yenr. and against a dangero\l" coast, still the wry 

important rapture of the remains of til \; Batavian N:n"), . :lmply 

compensated for its final miscarriage. An \tn6l11'rnsscd unanimity 

ltetween the land and navlll .senices pre'\'nilcd, :lnd English valour 

was conspicuous throughout. 

A garrison of Seamen and Marines h:tving been plan.'d 1.\t 

Limmen Town. in 'Vest Friezland, under Captain Boarder. of the 

Navy. consisting of only 157 men. was attacked nt five on the 

morning of the luh of October by mOTe than 700 of the erterny. ill 

four quarters. Their advancer! party against the North bait«rr wa" 

surrounded and taken by the seamen, am! aftcr u long ('finks!, tlw 

whole gave way. The Marines immediately purslH:d, kilhl and 

wounded marc than 40. and \\IouIrl have lnkcn their colours ~:!d 

cannon if thcy had not, in the roul, broken down a brid ~c, "dlidl 

checked our ·progress. Captain Boorcier say., ••• that Licllkllant!:o 

U Wybnrn, Howe!, Higginson, :lod Gardner, (If Malincs. hl~havetl 

... with honour to themseive!'i. and credit to their COllntr)" and 

u tbat their men distinguished themselves in a most gallant manner." 

The names of Captains Mortlock, Sir Harry Neale, 'VintlJ()rp, 
• 
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Bolton, Macnamara, and Cuningharne, with their Officers, Seamen, 

ancl Marines, stand meritedly high in the subordinate catalogue of 

rhis year's naval deeds. 

====== ~ ~ 

CHAP. XLV. 

TWENTY thousand Marines were voted for the service of 1 SOO. 

Every revolving year seemed to add to the naval superiority cf 

Great Britain. In each quarter the enemy's fleets were block.a.d.ed 

within their ports; the happy result of our reiterated victories.. 

In the Mediterranean, Lord Keith, by his cruizers. was highiy 

instrumental in producing the fall of Genoa, to the Austrian General 

Melas, by cutting off. its supplies, and occasional bombnrdments. 

Early in 1300 a b:\ttalion of Marines was landed at Malta, whick 

had withstood :l tedious blockade, .:::md still held out with uncommon 

perseverance. '1 'he occasion presented no opportunities of !>ignalizing 

thetnsdves. but by the most exemplary good conduct, under the 

tol1owing Officers.: 

COiptain \\'eir, (Major Commandant.) -

Capt. Knox, I .. ieut. Bunce. 

- Wolfe, - Adair; 

- TOlkill ton , _ Miller, 

- Williams, - DaviSOtt,-

Lieut. Burford, _ M'Carthy, 



Lieut. Jones, 

- Pearce, 

- Pogson. 
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Lieut. Hodgkins, 

- Tyldeslry, A~juttont, 

- Scobell, Quarter-Master. 

On the 5th of Septemher · La Valette capitulated, of whidl the 

Marines took possession. The indefatigable exertions of Captain 

(now Sir A.) Ball, of the Royal Navy, did him milch honor, nnd 

it was partly owing to the seasonable arrival of Major General Pigott 

with 3 ' reinforcement, as well as to the debarkation · of the Marines, 

that this important key to Egypt was so s()()n added to our dominion. 

TJle steady vigilance of the Navy, during a blockade of two years, 

had a pre-eminelll share in this final event. TIle fortrcs! of Sa.vona. 

reduced to famine, by the activity of Captain Downman _Hid his little 

squadron, surrendered also to him and the Austrian General-St., Juli('n~ 

on the 16th of May. 

The Genereux and (;.uillaum~ Tell, of 74. and 84 gUllS, Wt:rf ' 

captured by our cruizers in February and March. They were the 

ullly remnants of the French fleet after the memorablc battle of 

Aboukir. 

This year abonods with ' many CX<ldlpl~s of inferior enterpriu, 

in which the subaltercs of my corps gave very h"nrisomc plcrlgt·, 

of what may be expected from them upon every allotted 

.opportunity. 

The attack and bringing out the Sponish corvette, San Josef, 

protected also by .. heavy battery of five guns, from undl'!r Ihe tortrcBli 

of FangcroUe, reflected thc highcs~ credit upon the spirit of Lieutenant!; 

Beautort and Huisb, of the Pheaton, and Duncan Campbell, of 

Marines. , He with Mr •. Beaufort were wounded. 



The Seamen aud Mari ... or \he. Mermaid, UDder Captain Oliver, 

merit notice in bavi", cut .out and destroy. 8 'Ift_ .. under a fort 

near Cape Condle. 

The conduct of Lieut. Ye. and hi. lmtY. foll.wen in the port 

of Ceceoatiro, where they reodt:red 13 tnercbantlDCJl unserviceable. 

was most distinguisbed. Lieut. Jewell. of Marines, in .. detachment of 

this natwe under Captain HiUyer, which gallantly brought out two 

large corvettes from the road of Barcelona. amid,t a shower of shot 

Bnd shells, behaved with much courage Bnd cooduct throughout tbat 

service. These detailed exploitl were performed ou the Mediterranean 

~tatiOD during this year. 

The Dutch island of Curacoa, in South Amerl<:a, when on the eve 

of being p055e6scd by a French force. claimed the. protection of 

Captain Watkins. of his Majesty's frigate Nereide, who landed bis 

Marines and some Seamen, who had the bOIlOf' of deterriD! the 

enemy from his attempt, and securing that settlement. 

Goroe9• on the coast of Africa, surrendered to Sir Charles Hamiltoo t 

of La Melpomene, when Captaiu M'Cleverty, with the Marinel of 

the squadron, were landed to garrison it. 

A vesy gallant single action was fought off St. Domingo. between. 

La Seine, Captain Milne. and La Vengeance French frigate, which 

terminated in the republican ship striking ber flag. Captain Mi~, 

who had oftener than once approved himseli a brave Odicel'. thus 

speaks of Lieutenant Macdonald. who commanded the Marines of 

La Seine: " .. 1 am indebted to the $!rvices of Mr. Macdonald, of 

·u Marines. who WH taken down wounded, aDd came up again 

"" when dressed, but was obliged, {roal a HCOOd wound, to be takeon . , 



" below: hut I am happy to state, tho life of thi' valuable Officer 

" will be saved, to render further services to his Majesty. The 

" behaviour of,the Marines was such as does them the highest credit." 

In the East, Lieutenant Owen, of my corps, volunteered from 

the Adamant to assist in destroying the French frigatf:! La P r('cicuse, 

which han been run on shore by that ship and the Trcmcnduotls near 

Fort Louis. on the Isle of France; a service that was spiritcdly 

executed under a heavy fire from the batteries, and they brought off 

some of the ORicers and men prisoners. 

The achievments upon the hume station in this style of warfare, 

were both crouded and brilliant, and it is with a mixture of exultation 

and of pride. that so many amongst the rising generation of my 

brethren, appear upon those honorable annals. 

Among6t the foremost stands the name or Lieutenant (now 

Adjutant) Gerrard, of Marines, who volunteered from the Fisguard, 

(0 ..attack a convoy at St. Croix, laden with provisions and storl'S 

for tbe French fleet at Brest; which material object was in part 

effected, ' in opposition to the fire from a strong battery~ three armed 

Tessef~ they took, and l\ liM of mn~qll(>try on the shore. Eight 

of inferior note were captured, and twenty were run un the rocks. 

Lieutenants Burke, ~an, Stamp. and Price, of the Royal Nav)", 

also gave shining patterns of valour, 

Another 1lttempt npon some of the enemy's "essds at the mouth 

of the river Qt:timpP.r on the 2.'1d of June, although nol '('qually 

pr.q,.rOGS, was &till alike ~lorious to Lieutenants· Hurke of the 

Rflto'Wn, Md Parker of the Defence, as well as Lieutenant Gerrard. 

A4er fieIIOhittg· t~ mouth of that river, the Marines .were lauded 00 



both its sides, under the comtnaad of Lieutenants Burke and Oerrarn, 

who were to protect the boats uudcr Mr. Parker, in their approach to 

the vessels of war and small craft. But the ellemy had removed 

them to an inaccessible distancc, and this bold essay .tt"rminated in 

thc destruction of tbree strong batteries with their guns, by these 

divisions. 

The CUttillg Ollt Lo. Desiree, fmm the roads of Dunkirk. will be 

Jong remembered, and must for· ever establi<;h the pet'!onal intrepidity 

of Lieutenants M'Dermitt and Pierce. of tbe Royal Navy. 

The vigilance of Sir John \Vaucn ano his flying squadron. afforded 

,another display of subordinale zeal on the 1 st and 2d of July. 

The scene of action was within the island of Noirmoutier. and 

in the bay of Bourncuf. apd the object was to attack some armed 

vessels and a convoy bound for Brest. covered by G heavy batteries 

on the South East part of the former, besides flanking guns on every 

point. By 12 on the night of the 1st of July, they carried 5 armed 

ships, and 15 merchantmen, but on finding it impossible to bring 

them out over the sand banks. they were all burnt. This dashinog 

business was achieVf·d by 113 Seamen. and 61 Marines, headed by 

Lieutenants Burke, De:m. and Garrett, of the Navy. 1 t petty 

Officers. and Lieutemmts Thompson, Ballingham. Gerrard, and 

Hutton, of my corps. All the boats upon returning. grounded, and 

in this situation they were exposed to an unceasing fire from the forts, 

and from the platoons of 400 troops in their rear. 

It was under this ttying circumstance, that, with true British 

intrepidity, they resolutely dragged their boats upw8:ds of two mile5 

over the sands, until they Scated, when they levelled all their effints 



agoia _, ~, stdlicielltly 'large · te accompli'h tbtU retreat. 

F.otIr. Ofiicers. 'aud ei,ghty-eigbt men, however, became priloners, 

whil~ more than 100 secured their safety by uerelo.xing valour. 

The capture of Le Cerbere g~ .. brig, made under the batteries of 

Port Louis, the fire of lOme small craft. within a mile of tbl'(,c French 

men of wa.r, and against four times their numben, hali immortalized. 

the fame of Lieut. Coghlan, and Mr. Paddon, of the Royal Navy. 

and all their associates. It can ~carcely find a parallel upon the 

registers of history. 

Lieut. Burke, of the Renown. the Seamen and Marines under 

his auspices, were again conspicuous in the assault of La Guipe 

French privateer, of 2~ gun. and 161 men. which t-hey took, after 

a d~perate resistance, near the Narrows of RClldonella, in the bay 

of Vigo. That valuable Officer, Lieut. Burke. was badly wounded. 

besides twelve &nutteD and five. MariAes. aDd four of both .claiSei 

were killed. 

It was .in testimony of those repeated deeds that the 9fficers 

and ship's company of the Fisguard. presented Lieut. Gerrard, of 

Marinel, ,with a sword. accompanjed by the flattering tribute I have 

already described. His Country, 81 I ha:ve said. has ICc ... ntly attcltod 

her gratitude, by confeniog upon him one of the Adjutancies ot his 

Corps, for which be is eminently qualified. 

The determined ipir.it of Lieut. M'Cullen, of Marines, and his 

little party of twenty-four men, in following up Captain Price~8 

~cka, against the Victoirc privateer, of Boulognc, near to h&igny. 

II, 1I'.<*tIl,. of much commendation. He towed Mr off from the shore 

OIII'Ier the discharge of $OIDe hUDdred musquetry. and brought hel a 

2A 



p~"~ blandu. _."..e_' (.:'~'~~li"ll·!i • .• !~"IWAi.ll· 
jlllIaotl y in his~IIn'!Jrig~' ~,>,,,,",,,,,,,,,,,,,,;,~~~ .. ~~, 

Imitating' 1I ... · > t>iiltiaaC~ .,..,.,; 1IIloitherf~ . ..... lthe · • ...;\ 

commerce wU' ginn. by'tbC: IiOots of!'d.e.JiIODIsg"" ·o.,j,,,*!!oi/ic\mt, 

conductM' by ":bieUt",,' BliIoettl l'l'lllpa..<sQriftitlw, ...... IiluIilopI. <If,1h 

R"y.t ·N~y; :old l~ w·hkti· Lieu,s;AIe .. rid.ti Monigome.i.V Mit~ 
cn.tt;~·;'bd . · ]ord.n, ·· of Marinei;i"bra1l'l;!y· ... oltml .. rOd. t'%., .~ 

proceeQed againlt' a·'o coo'9i6r'(Jf':ffimtem-:..uil· ~ :f'&n. ··DaMnn't'i ..... r . 

'0 L'Ofient', all Of W'h!cb··ii'eri;··t'""nded· rtridi!f· .. bitfiII1l'.fIIOt '1Iio:d 

foiina''!iU gIIp&'.bI!t;"d·~f'" 1inI'/.,.··' .... ··~;?tO'tiiriI ..... tl'e 

.~\' .Upo"~·'boir.t. · .siliel".pP>_<d. ' . 
This ...... iiie ........ 1I\6ot ci>riiPl .. OI'f"~t • .t;' iit!;d~~y, 

... d· h_nit ..... ;. le.viiigimlt'wo belrindi""'!~lMr:""i-e .\,MIoI;;ib> 

gring 'out: Captain KRighl' ackndWled~ the _act oNdl1lrila ... 
been· miiit",~ul.r.na;!iOld;· 

.' These little details··.re·'p~rfi\l elIidene .. ··Ofi tbe··.pffi8''Of· tl!e' 

tiril":",,"tJpo. an .w.gat.·· .. de they i're' cIiit'in"'''Of'' l!amnal 
."",intr alld ,ullibi."tIy pmo' 'bc>wra_'mai ' jIe."tici:otripIiioWct .bJ' 
Euglii;h iOOePidily; ;wboiih~ ··~·;1It··'i ·Weif' iotitltoled 

oIiicipline. 
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CHAP vLYI. 

A'}: no .,potiod Qf her e~ence as a Nation, did Blitain portend a 

~er disictilItioo, altbough. at nqoe did she ever appear in a more 

digaHied ~tilude> tban at tbe commenc:ment ,oI.ISOI. 

Alternately de&erted by every Ally, "be was not only engJged in 

an arduous contest with liome of the MC$ powe.rf\d Stat~ of EtJrcpe .. 

but was tbre~ by the revival of a Maritime disculision, baclted 

by &1) ~ neutrality amOClg\t its Northern Pow:.:=rs, t!vidently 

.le .. &l.lqq . .-gainst her exiitMce_ A conicderacy so h06tile to our very 

beiog,.1.Could not but _&rou,re the land to OS$e!t their long e&lllblishoo 

rightt; and. however .hazardous an appeal to arms might be under 

Ox,. ~g cnas, it was still deemed a better. and more glollous 

alters.¥ive. tlan tacitly to allow any inno.v~rst how~ver powerful, 

,}q undermine those wm.JI1ucial pillars, upon whlch the Empire h~ 

Ill! l'!!lg (loouilh ... awl atoRd. T~p<U'iziug "'OIlsores being but ill 
s:uitcd to the «alsion, and little congenial to the ~irit of th[> times. 

a general embargo was Jaid. upon all RU$Sian, Swedish, and D;:I.nHh 

~ witbin our porta, while a fleet was equipped for the Baltic. 

whOle can.non w~~dettinedto become the interpreters of ollr injured 

p(irilege8, as well as the delepted ag6nts for the salutary rcstQratioli 

of. peace 
iii I i,g pate with luell Naftl e1fertioos. to v,:hich the Countr) 

~ ... _ -.lvat\on, the Marin. corp. e>pen.., ... all ,,1}Cclive 

2 



auptefltation UD~'. its o)i~~.SP"I~4li"'l lf 

>i2,696 men passed 1'0«"" '!hree lint .ar IIIOI\IIla ' ''''''8<)1>\'''''' 

was su.bsequentlyenlarged to~ooo w.·the . iature ~_..c,,Ahe 

year .. 

I am naturally led t<> folio .. the>.pmgre .. cf ~ ga,Uut kilo ... 

to t~lC toa&ts of the BaItk, by whose great achievements t&oae 

impending dangers ",hich see~ rpdy to erase -*heir devated 

Country frotn a~ongst the lilt of natiQllS, were $0 qt.liek.ly di~. 

T~ object. of tbia .",.."",nt baviDg '-" publicl)o·av<>we<l-.od 

known. the oooasion evinced tbe spiritAld zeal of Lieute • ..,t CoJ.onel 

Winter, of my ccrps, by hisstAipping out of the mutin~' (Ii di¥wooal 

eer;viCC1 and 'fOlunteering to head a battalion of MariQel., .uproJI theee 

more perilous duties. The handsome. tender of that able Offi~ .wu 

not, however, accepted'. 

lJpun the-litb o£ March tbe Britisb fleet set IIOil. and ~ th. 
Sound on. the 30th, encounterillg, in. its way, aD. i.Q~ . ..bpi 

bloodless discharge. from the eallnoo of CroDCBbrltgb.. wben it 

ancbored near to tEe ill. of Huin. Tbe battle of !be .• d of. April, , 
fought under the superintending e't8.mp,le and a\Jspices. of,Lord Nelion, 

needs no description to add to itt tpleadoW'. Its merits am .best be 

appreciated by its immediate. e.tJects. Upon that great · lQa~. brow 

'\'1ao placed tbe laurel, entwined with the olive, aQ<\,blltb were ,the 

growth, of a lingle day. h lecl to peac:e.wj~ \lid friendo, . lbe 

Dalles, and overlhRlw '11. \ Confec1u¥Y, upon ,tAe. ~c::CtI. of 

wbich .peculation ia set at ·bay •• 

The gallant Sir Thomas Gra_ nobly s«:ODdqI,; ~ ... perioE,. AlIt! 

it i. to he remembered. in hooor to hi ........... , he voJu~ to 



complete the final destr~ , of tbose .:Noothe:ri 0pl!"nents, if a 

......non of arms hod ",*,·b.oaIed ever.y dilference • 
• 

Eigbt huDdled and seventy five Se~n and Marine Soldiers ~c 

killed and wounded . upon that. momentous day. LieutenaDt 

Benjamin Spencer, of my corps, sou to the Rev. Dr. Spencer near 

Binningharo.. a you~h 06 the most promising hopes, and the sweetc~t 

~mannelS, fell on board the Edgar, a ship that was pec.uliarly 

distinguished, as did Lieutenant Henry LoD" in the Isis, who was 

likewise much e&teemed for a beni~nity of temper; LieutcDlUlts 

Charles Meredith and James Marrie were also wounded .. 

1ft eoneequence of this signal vi,ctory. a merited testimon.y was 

col\ferre<l upon Captain Larobfecht, of .Marines, by the brevet rank 

·of Major, which could Jlot~ have hoen bestowed upon a more worthy 

or meri&orious.· member. It was his fortuDe to be Senior Officer on 

board-that part,of the grand foroe which was engaged, and to serve in 

th~ Dtt6ance, under the flag of Rear Admiral Graves. 

Rvery.man in the English fleet was bonOJoo with the Thaub of 

obis Country. its intrepid leaders received suitable distinctions, and 

all ,stand ,.registered .upon the memorhlls of indelible fame. The 

noble. Society of Lloyd's stretched forth,. . likewibc. their libcrol aids 

to the unfortunate auffelers at Cgpenhagen. Other incident:: tended 

to ·accelera\e the dissolution .of this formidable league: in which a 

guatdiaA. Providence .· may be clearly retraced, and our natural 

bulwarks as haying hoen tfte~'6eCondary agents ofliis will. 

Early in thi5 year Earl St. Villcent, who had commauded in the 

N~oeaD and.tbe Chan~, with so much advantage. to the 

..,w;c,""'" .with .sud> eclat to him.e1f, .waa placed at the helm of 



NavAl affilirs. My eoops loobd up to lrim II" liatiIer and • fA ...... 
and those endearing titles have -oeell."NU, realized : t."as:dw -III ia 

every arrangement that haa emanated from .his iAtclligent and 

comprehensive mind. As we never forsook him in the day of trial, 

so we never shall {or~et h1m when he ia Laid low in the oust. 

The same spirit for dashing at every thing within the enemy·s 

ports, and on their coasts still continued to prevail. Three boats 

from the Trent, led on by Ueutenallts Chamberlayne, Scallion, 

Bellamy. Tate, of Marines, and Mr. Hookies, on the .ki M April. 

in opposition to numerous batteries on the shore, the -constant fire .of 

a lugger ao.d cutter. and the aid of a.-umber of am.U .craft" boldly 

attacked and dro"l'e the lugger among!t. the rocks, 'beskJ.e& some of 

the boats. 

Lieutenants Chamberlayne and Tate afterwards boarded aod. 

carried off ." large Ihip which was under their cont,ioy. aAd what "'as 

their main object, on her way from Brehat to PWMpoul. " 'In that 

service Lieutenant Ta.te. of Uty cotps. unfortunately 101t a leg .. 

One of the moet daring attempts, ever caneeived, was originalll. . 

undertaken by Lieutenant Losack, but finally executed by Lieutenant 

Maxwell, against the French -OCrTette La Chevrette, in ~nce of 

the combined tleets in the road of Brest, under protection of the 

batteries of Cameral, and in spite of flearly 400 mea f:l whieft ,her 

crew was composed. all ready to oppose the assailants.' , U".". t'bis 

perilous duty Lieutenants Sinclai r.. and Rose, of, Marinel.-~ .. piritedly 

volunteered. From the ~ttrong position of the enemy, ' who sf:! every 

attack at defiance, no better contested affirif oceiined: t~ die 

whole of this glorious war. Lieutenant Sinclair who bad betn 



fermer". woandM upoa a similar mtelprillf.- was l1am in the act 

.. wardillg off .JOk" dt6lHry from a Midshipman of lhe D<>rio. H. 

would have done honor to aAY rank in liM. 

'J'1ra C3tflage was gr.eEl1 ()n the side of the rC'public~ms.. bejlJ~ above 

160 killed and w().u1')~ed, while that of the 131iti!.h exC'(,t"dcd 66. 

Lieutennllt W. Burke. an Officer of the highest hopes, recl"ivcci a 

IIIOffi:l wound, and Lieutenant Neville was hUlt. 

Mr. (now C:tptain) Maxwell, with all lIi5 intrepid companions, 

will long appear compieuous on the fe(:oras of' fame. Capt. Charles 

Brisbane say", " Any comments of mine would fall faT short of the 

.. merits due ~ to thO!e gallant Ofti('(;rs, Seanlen , and Malines 

U employed on this seI'yice." Such e~OOll'les of irr('s-ietible heroism 

in subordinate warfare, must have a permanent inRuencc f)n the 

feelings of our enemies upon whatever scale they may be oppOtied to us. 

On the 4th of ' August a successful bombardment took place 

agajMt the French flotilla off Boulogne. and the attack W3l'. renewed 

upon th~ J Mh by the boats of Lord Nelson's squadron. Allhough 

_assembled for the ~vowed purpose of invading our i sl(~s. still the 

event of. that njght plainly shewed that th ... jr prop:l.r:ltiom; had bet'n 

distinguished mu~h more by steps for self prescrvution, than tor 

offunrive measures. for our move fellows. after the strongest fenlb ()f 

valour, were obliged to abandon their h<lrd earned pri;res, from Iheir 

baving been fastened by chains, or hard on tile Ghore. The issue 

was' unfortunate, but it added to the glory of the British arms. One 

hundred a-nd seventy two Officers, Seamen, and Mariues were killed 

8M'W'mlneed in this patriotic attempt. Such were the exertions of 

all that-the thanks of Earl St. Vincent, and of their brave Chi,f. were . 



expressed to every clalS in the squadron. ' The service was deprived 

of. ganant Officer in Captain Parker of the Navy, and Captaia 

Young, of my corps, was badly wounded. 

Lieutenant Gerrard. of Marines. was again a volunteer in cutting 

out some vessels of force. from the port of Corunna, happily without 

loas. 

Admiral Cornwallis, with that 'perseverance so peculiar tQ his 

character, continuen to block up the combined fleets in Brest. who 

continued a· UfielesS load of expenditure to France and SpaiD. until 

a cessation of arms gave them freedom. 

l,bittetly .lament that I cannot bid farewell to the domestjc events 

of the present year without diverging upon that baneful spirit of 

mutiny. which again broke forth in a detachment of our fleet on tho 

coast of Ireland. 

It first burst out on board the Temeraire, a ship hitherto noted for 

good order. and 'commanded by men who yielded to none in . the 

British Navy. for talents or humanity. It was a renewal of the same 

foul game that wa, played at the close of the American war, but .i!-­
was subvertf'.d in a nifff':fCni manner. and with a manly energy, 

which bids fair to advance the future intezests of discipline. The 

party of Marines. uader Captain Vallock, after resisting all the 

efforts of seduction from their duty. behaved with the fidelity .of good 

Soldiers, and nobly seconded the firm resolution of Admital Campbell 

and the Officers under his command. As must ever be the case, this 

little phalanx, inspired with all the consciousness of a good cause, 

quickly overcame their guilty opponents, whose ringleaders expiakp 

their crimes by an uotimely.deatb. 



The address which those unfortunate men left behind them 10 

their misguided ship--mates, bespoke the deepest contrition. and afiord!i 

the most impressive lesson to the wr('ltch who rna y ever be so 

unguarded as to admit the inroads of discord ·or disobedienC<'". 

In justice to those partit"s of Marines ",..\)0 loplly :lv·owed lheir 

principles during stich cOlllmotions, which, itldt'cd, were genc!::I. Ilnd 

the same amongst every detachment in the squadron, I annex copies 

of letters from two under thccolnlU:lnd of Lieutenant~Colol1el Tench. 

and Captain Forsball, din·ctcd to th~e Offi(.crs • 

•• SI R • 

.. \Ve. the NOIl~Commissi.onerl Officers and PriV:l lcs. ~en,-jne; as 

•• Marines, under YOIll cOlmnal1d. on board his Mnjcsly's ship 

,j Princess Royal, hrr7.'il1g beard with p/~asurt, the ~lIanl conduct 

" of our brother Solrliers on board the Tcmemire, and, thcrt'fon·, 

H Ix-g lC>;lve to express alike with liH'm, our determination to OppOSf', 

" with all ollr might and power, :lliunlawful combinations and our 

.. n:adillf'l'~ to obey our Officers night and day. 

.. Licut.~('ol. Tench, his Majesty's 

" ship Princess Royal." 

H Signed by the Whole Party • 

H SIR. Resolllt~, Bantry Bay, 151h Dt:c. r8Qi . 

.. J hope you will pardon the liberty we take in addrc~sing YOII, 

" but as we understand that some ships comp:lIlit's have r1isohcYl'd the 

H just rommands d their Officers, and knowiug the drcondful 

H consequences that formerly attcndcd similar pracl iccs. For om 

" parts we abhor the idea, and we hope you will inform Captain 

" vardiner, lik.ewise the Admiral, that it is our finn re~olutioll, 10 

2 B B • 



570 

" support and mnintaiD"cur. OiiceIJ in any thing wbich they--may 

.. think proper. aad in that whicb H best calculated to- promote the 

.. Jll tCfcst of our King and COttntry. I have the honor of subscribing 

.. myself, in behalf of the detachment of Mariu<.-l • 

.. Your most obedient humble It'fVant. 

U \Villiam Heaus, Serjeant. 

\ 1 Captain FOl'shall. Mariues." 

The steady ullegiJnce of my corps was such. througlwut this 

llCfiod of indiscipline, that the following ltslimonits were the 

honorable result: .. The Lords Commissioners of' the Admiralty 

.. having expressed thei-r high salisfa-ction of the good conduct of the 

" Mnrines of several ships. mlder my command with you at 

" Beerhaven. in declaring their abhonence of the mutinow: procecd­

" iogs which had lately taken place at the anchorage. and of their 

" having come forth on that occasion, 80 much to the bonor of their 

u Corps, and interests of their Country, 1 am to desir-e you will be 

U pleased to t'ommunkate the same to them. and :lSSurC them that I 

41 feel highly gratified on the present occasion. 

" (Signed) William Cornwallis • 

.. Vice Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell, &c. &c." 

In consequence of the above ~y handsome communication from 

Admiral Cornwallis, Commander in Chief of the Channel Fleet, Sir 

Andrew Mitchell issued the following order: 

•• It is my directioos to the Captains of the ships. named in the 

01 margin,- under my orders, to communicate to the .Ma.riues, serving 

•• on board the respective ships under their command, the above 

• Windsor Castle, Prin~1 Roy:!!. Malta, Glory. 



371 

" letter from the Commander in Chief, and I feel equally bap)!' 

" their good conduct bds merited such a mark of apprOLJ:ltlon fi'om 

" him and tIle Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty . 

• , (Si~nt·d ) A. Ml tciwl l. 

.. 2 9thDecember.l~OI." 

MUl..h to the credit of the Formidable, C.lptai n GUlld ,III , tkJ.l 

ship was totally c>..Clllpt from the diabolical 9pil it. a nd it is propel' tl) 

be remarked that the th:U1k" ofth.:: Hoard of Arhni!3lty were withlwltl 

from the p::utics of Marinee; in the Vc·ngculll't· and R('soiulillll, ('ntirl'1y 

through Inistake. as bOlh weTe Irul y cnti!Jcd to thc'lll, fill" tI . .,imj);lr 

zeal, with the rest of their brother Soldit:rs. 

I now bid adieu to til( ; domestIc Iransadiolls of l ~ Ol, ane! ha."tcn 

to those quartf"fS of tire world, Wh(,fC tile British cbmdcr tlpjll'nrs in 

:111 its manly and native vigour, not Pfllsicd by murmurs, but 

invincible: by discipline. 

" Aftt-r the dr-sertion of Buonaparte from his Egy ptian Army , anrl 

the annulment of the Trr-aty of EI Arisch, the gelliU'; of K 1t"!>N . his 

S lJt.'c~ssor, retri(,ved t':VPfY thing. By the battle of HclinpoJis he 

ev('utually dr()ve tlte Turks across the al-,,('rf to s('('k refug." in (:aza . 

recaptured Cairo, which had been f"rmcriy cv::!("uakd. :llld hv a 

lrai n or "good polic"y as well a s:l ~yskl n of jllfliC"inus ddpllc{' , n·nti. ;""d 

the French power in E~ypt morc firm lhan evt"r. But a d:!!k ;l ~ :l ... ·j t. 

deprived their Army of this di!'itin r; Llj~hcd h.'ader, aflrr w I JO~'"lr;l:~ inll 

death, the chief (."'}mmanu devolved upon General M(·l!Oll. will) 

following the footsteps of his predecessots, and hy a peculiar :.J.~s illlib.­

tion to the tenets and manners of the Mahometull !, . SlT JIln! to h:lVj 

resolved upon fixing a permanent Empire in Lown E;. '"P'. n. 
2 
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ft!jccted, with dis(luin. every overture towards a renewal oftbe 'Tr~tr 

of El Ariscll, and, excepting a number of Greeks embodied -under the 

:lll ~pjccs of Kleber. who were traioc'd in European tactics, rested all 

his hopes of defence !lgaillst native inroads, or foreign invaders, in 

the reml\3nts of his co~ntrylncn. 

1t wns reserved for :l branch ()[ my corps, combined with a British 

Army, to assist ill rooting oul this powerful force, to restore those 

conquered ,Iominioll s to their rightful Lord, and tbus to close a war 

by 5ubJuiug those motives of ambition which had continued to 

(: hcrish it. 

A very considerable armament. whicb had been employed on 

other services during the last year, had entered the Mediterranean. 

aud the troops wl lo formed a part of it, w ere landed at Malta and 

Minol'c<l. These were d~stilled to expel the French from Egypt, in 

co-operation with an Army, unde .. General &lird, from the regions of 

lndia, and an Ottoman force, under the Grand Vizier, which was to 

cross th~ deserts of Syria. 

Lord KeitiJ, wilh the English ned , rendezvoused early in January 

I o() I, in the lk.ly of M arrnoricc , oil the' coast of Caramania,- Wllt'H' 

\lrl'l':,Ualiolis. l)ecessa ry for the intended c ," PC<iitiOIl, W(.'fC carri('d on. 

Two days previous to tbdr sailing tOl' Egypt, his Lordship signified 

his dil'eclions~ to Lieuteuant Colonel Smith, who commanded the 

MOlIJneS, to holti himself in readiness to disembark with the Officers 

aud 1l1f'1l frum t ile dift~renl ships, and to place him~lf lHlder the 

orders of General Sir Ral ph Ahel'crombie; at the same time vesting 

CIll ,IJna. i" i~ ') l' rc,,' i n~'(' of Turk~\'. ill AsiM, in Ih~ South parI of NatoHa.­

~.IU!li" )~ ill r ,l l,it,,}, 
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him with 3 POWt'f of issuing such preparatory instructions as ht' I lli~',hl 

deem proper for the future regulations of his battalion. 

Upon the 23d of February the fleet steered for til<! ('006t of Egypt, 

conveying an army of 15 . 330 Soldiers, and anchored in the uuspi('ious 

Bay of Aboukir, on the 2d of March. All incess:\I1t gale prt'vcnted 

any deOdrko.tion until the 8th, when a landing was Cffl'dcd by the 

greater part of the Army, under circumst::mccs that very signally 

attested tht'if discipline and their valour. The Officers and S{"amcil 

of.Jhe fleet had likewise th('ir share bf these attached merit s. This 

important ohjt"l't h::lving lx-cn accomplished. Sir R:.dph Abercrombie 

adValh..'cd to within 5i" miles of All!xandria. and thn' t- of the cn('my. 

who were stron!!:ly posted on a ridge, with the cannl of that <:ity 011 

their right flank and the sea on their left. 

A greeably to the arrangement that hnd beCIl tnade in the Bay of 

Marmorice, the followin g was the order of baltlt', by which the 

Marines were attached to thc 3d brigade under Lort! C<iVUIl, t\nd 

united in it with !he ~)O ttJ and 79th R<,gimcnts. 

Previolls to the land in~ (1f the Murines, Lord Keith :"uJdrcs.scd Ihe 

following letter to Lictlt('llant Colonel ::HlJith : 

"SII{, Foudroy.:ltlt, ill Bay of Aboukir, 9th i,,1arch, I £SO l, 

f, If it r.ball be [(,(PJi~itt' to bnd lb~ Maf!:llcs frl}m '>om(' of thr . 

.. ships fur a short tillie, 1 [}l'g you will fllrni~h Hie- with the arrull[.',l<­

.. mcnts you l13 ve 1.1ade, and tbe temporor)' r ;JIl~ ... s Ilcces~:Hy to lH' 

.. !;lvell, su Lhat I t:1uy furuish tbe Officers willi ;J.ulilority • 

.. I am, Sil, ~uur illoSt obeJieut aud l!ullluk ~crva nt, 

.. Ljeut.-Col. SIl,iLII, Murine FOH:e~, 

It hi~ Majc~l> \ r,IJip Kent." 

" (Sighed,) Keith. 
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In consequence. tn.tny Officers obtaiued brevet rank, in the ('ourse 

of the Egyptian campaign, and received arlditional pay according to 
the proportions of each. 

An institution alike liberal and just was adopted by Lord Keith 

towards the Marine Ct}rps. thal while its Officers and Soldiers w~re 

employed on shore, in ::lClvancinf';" the interests of their Country. their 

claims' for prizc-mOlH'Y werl' considered as valid during the whol~ 

period of their absencC'. 

It was on the morning of tile 12th of Man::h, that the MarinesJlf 

the fleet were landed in tbe Bay of Aboukir, consi~ting of 35 serjeants. 

:.L! corporals . 22 drummers. and 500 privates, besides Officers. Il 

may be well conceived how difficult, yet how honorable was the duty 

of fitting. for immediate service, this heterogeneous body, drawn from 

30 different ships, unknown to one another, and a great many of 

them totally ignor.mt of every military evolution. The battalion, 

however, was formed between the hoUl's of 12 and:l upon thnt nay, 

under a scorching sun, and on a burning sand, after which one half 

was detached to fill bags for the batteries, whilst the other was 

marched a considerable distance, all the while ne:lriy knee-deep in 

sand, autlladen with their comrades musquets ani! knapsacb. Aft!'r 

such labours, during th~day, orders arrived at seven in the ("vening 

for the whole to join the main body of the Army. then T.5 mil('s 

distant, which they effected, after much fatigue, at one ern tile 

morning of the J :ith of March. At five they were again under arms, 

with a view t~ have attacked the enemy, advancing towards him in 

two lines by the left, in order to have turned his right flank. But 

anticipating the movements of the British, he descended from the 
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heights which he had occupied, and 'struck at the l~ading brig'Hll!'s 

of both our lines. The battle began on the right at seven, 31ld those 

Oil the left instantly formed. 

It cannot be supposed that this detachment of Ill)' corps. Jlithcrto 

untrained to military lactics, c(luld ('vi nc~ lilat n·;.!;ubrity anll rrc-z-i!-ion 

in m llilcellvre which so much distillgui!>hc.::u. those wkr:m Sohliel'!> 

with whom they !octvcd. But if they failed in the minutia: of 

di~cipline, tlH'Y were nut behind them in V::UOUI. Thl' c.'llgagcrlh.'nt 

becoming warm and general, they were somewh:ll crouued in thcil 

r:wks by the ali~nmcllt of the regiments Oil their ligllt and Idl, owing 

to the narrowing of the Peninsula upon which lbt'Y :leu-d, and at the 

moment when they sustained their !,cvetc!,l luss. Although nol 

perfectly regular to command. they still. under a galJalll impulse, 

rushed forward in charge towards the enemy. and :.\cquired, for their 

conspicuous bravery, theappelbtion of the Bull!fiJgs of the Army. 

Th.e French were driven at last, with an irresistible impetuosity, to 

take ~, ht"her under the fortified heights, that comtitlltc the dli(,f 

defcnce of Alexandria. 

The details of loss were fully proporti()natc t(, lhose of their 

brethren in arms, being 2 Ofnccis and !l! rank :llld fiJt! killed, 'I, 

Officers. 2 Serjeunts, 2 Dl'Utnllll'l'S, and :r; ra1lk all d fi le wound~d. 

Amongstthe former were Lieutenants Paul H\I~~('Y' aud LillZl'C Shea. 

holding rank as Captains ill the Marine bqttaii(,Il, and ('aptai n Miutv, 

with that of brevet .Hi Major, besides Captain HoLt'Jl T(Irkillglou, 1st 

Lieutenant john Parry. and :.!d Lieutenant George l't·d)1n .• 

Upon the day afu-r the battle the fullowing WC1C the public 

orders issued by tbe Commander in Chief, who had intimated 
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to Lord Keith the gallaotry of.. tbe MariRe& upOA that 

occ:lsion: 

.. Camp. '1 miles from Alexandria, 1,1, March, 1801. 

" Sir Ralph Abercrombie desires that LieutclUU1t Colonel Sm.ith 

.1 all.d the battalion of Marines, will accept his Thanks for their 

H conduct. in the course of the service of yesterday; at the request 

II of Lord Keith. 

" The Commander 1ll Chief has the greale~t sOltisfa(;tioll ill 

" thanking the troops for their soldier·like conduct in the action 

., of yesterday." 

In the afternoon the battalion marched to Aboukir, where they 

were placed under the command of Earl Dalhousie. and remained 

there some time after the sUfccuclcr of its Castle. 

Those brave fellows were truly sensible of their deled in point 

of discipline, but a generous spirit of emulation pervaded the whole 

of tllcan, and under the able superintendanc:e of Lieutenant Colonel 

Smith, :llltl Major Minto, this mixed body of meo, in a very.few d:lYs, 

might have vied witb nny regiment in the fidd. They meritedly 

gained, and repealedly obtained froln the Commander in Chief and 

Major General Coole. under whom they were brigaded. tJH:! highc!>t 

encomiums for their soldier like appearance, steady .conduct, and 

the good order of tht'ir encampment, when in front of Alexandria. 

It was tlteil dcstiny to be cl~trusted with the defence of Aboukir Castle, 

and its vicinity, whiCh prcc:ludcd them from displaying their rapid 

improvement· in cvolutioll, or of sharing in the la~ls acquired by 

the Army, on til('. glorious 21st of March; a day UpOIl which every 

British Soldier may wdl exult, but Dot without mingling with his 
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proud joy, an unfeigned sigh over the memory oftbat g1'l'at ancl gO(HI 

lIlan who led, and whose honorable life W:lS sacrific<:d 3t the shrim' 

of victory. 

The Marines, as nmstituting a material propol1ioll of the ~llC' llgtll 

of Lord Keith's fit."'et, formed no part of the<;(" dctudlml.'llt-. w:lidl 

penetrated the interior, but tlit"ir duties weN' ('onfined to lhl' blo"kadt" 

of Alexandria, wht.'rc they migbt be ready to ('-cmbark in C~IH' or 
clTI('f~en('y. at the silork,,·,t notice. 

The brilliant details of the Egyptian Campaip:n, Or(' wdl knflwll 

to the world. They ban~ been given ill a slill" highly adopted to 

yidd general information, and to rousc. within ou" Armi('!'., ~\l\ 

eHlulolls zeal. 

If it was not the lot of my ('ol1:JS to stand oU the ann::als of <;pit-illior 

b~ nn activ'C co-operation with those blJ<ii('5 who conquered .Rosella. 

Hham:mich, and Cairo. still their cff<.'ctiv(' presence t<>nded to 

{'nable th(" Commander in Chief to achieve tht"Sc dist~nt and important 

c.bjects. Attnchcd to the brigade of Major Gcncml Coote. the}' were 

withdr:lwn from the defence of Ahoukir. Dnd CClntinw.°c/ to rii!lchargC' .... 

with an un relaxed discipline, the dutil'S oC il1vcstmtolll. with but 

little Y::lrit"tv, until the :.tl1 day of August , when the previm!<; arrival 

of reinforcements from England and India, the rMurn of the forces 

from the recovery of the internal posts in Lower Egypt.. :llJrl 

at the express desire of Lord Keith, they were struc.:k ofr tlw 

shore details, and nl.':xt tiay were re-cmbarked on board t\lcir I"l''(pectiv(' 

ships. 

'Vith such an accumulated Army General (now I,unl) lIlIIchimon 

was, empower.ed to push the siege of Alexandria. which wa" can i('d 

.Cc 
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on with <;() great ability and success, that it surrendered on the 30th 

of A 1If, USt. 

It would be a wide atl<.'mpt for me to embrace a cliscllssion of those 

IIlQVemt'llts that led to the expulsion of the French from Egypt, and 

I am too humble by any pancgyrick of mine, to :1dd a single mite tlJ 

the well earned fame of those' distinguished OfficC'rs, those intrepid 

Soldiers and Seamen, by whose united talents and valour, such 

momentous !C:,<;ults were obtained. Every indivirltl31 i ~ rcgi'ikrcll 

upon the grateful records of his Country. carries about with him a 

memorial of his own deeds, which reminds him and everyone of his 

military nlOHadcs, that an Englishman i ~ as t('nable in the field, as 

h<.' i$ IIpon the ocean. 

The solid merit:; of my corps Were sucb Ihat J cannot omit the 

following high testimonials, which be~peak them in much more 

forcible terms, than any I can advance: 

"STH, Foudroyant. nay of Ahoukir. 'J lh July, 18 01-

.. 1 have had much satisfactiun ill rerciving the commands of the. 

,I Lords Commissioners of the Admirally to make known to you, their 

.. Lordships approb.lfion of your ('onelllrl, :md of that nf tIll' Officer<;, 

" Nnn-Commissioned Officers, and Prtvatn of the Marine battalion, 

H lat1rled f rom the ship~ 1tl the squadron, to co-operate with th t> 

.. Ar~r on the (.{.ast of Egypt, and I have to request that you will, 

" with the permission of Major Gl'lleral Coote, communicate the 

.. :lpprobation which their Lordships have been pleased to e)(press to 

.. the Officers and men ~erving !tllder your command • 

.. I have the honor to be, Sir, 

" Your very obedient and humble servant .• , 
.1 Lieut.~Col. Smith, &c. &c. {xc." KEITH,' 
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Major General Coote having received a "illlibi leUu h"m 111:­

Lordship, ellcloscd it to Colonel Smith, nt tllc .:-':1Il11' timl givi "g hi" 

:sanction tur its contents being publi50cd to tbe Olfin:'h and men pf 

.the Marine battalion. 

Three days pn.:vio u::. to their cmb:uk.nion the Ma iO! ('\'Ilt'ral 

t.hus expressed i,imsdt ; 

.. SIR, .. Camp. neouAlc:m.ll<.hi:l , 3d Augll~l. ' ~(!I . 

" At tbe requc&l of AUIlIilnl Lord Keith. it is l.i~ut.~G{,Il. Sil 

<I John Hely Hutcilinsou's dircdions, til:!l tllc uutt::diun tlf M:l1 in('s. 

<I under your command, is to hold ilsd, III IC'.l.dinc,,<; to ld Ul Il 011 

H board theit Jc<;pectivc ships. I canuol, IJOWl \"\'1, "uUl'l yeu to 

~, leave thedivi!:.ion oftl)(~ Almy. without :ls"U1ing you how pcrf('clly 

.. satisfied I am, with tbe attentiun you haVt~ alway~ paj,J to tbe 

"Marines. The good conduct ()i your corp", whibt under my 

.. orden., docs them the greate!'tt credit, :llld J bt'g you will be so 

.... obliging as to signify the same both to your OH-icen, and men • 

.. I have th~ honor to bt', &c • 

.. EYRE COO] E, Major Gcnelal. 

.. Lieutenant Colltl.llcl Smith, &c. &.:c." 

They having done duty under Major General FilH 11, dUli:1 !~ n 

lime, in lht, 1st Brigade, that Offic('r, ill comc(jtH.:llt'(', thu~ ('(011\','),> 

hi .. sentiments: 

.. Brigade Oldels, Augu!-t ". I SOl. 

" Major General Finch, on taking Jeave of Licllh'nant Coloo(,1 

Smith and the Marines under his command, requests himlo u(,(,l'pl 

his wannest thanks for the order, regularity, zeal, and alll lltl')1l 

2 
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" that have uniformly marked their conduct during the period he 

.. had the honor of commanding the 1St Brigade. and he shall ·bc 

" h;lPPY on all occasions to bear tl.ostimony to their !Utllit in the 

" wrrcd performance of tht,ir duty, in every respect. which has 

., come ulHler his observation," 

Allhough ulterior in date still, for the sake of connection. I am 

led to insert the very fll,Hering t.'ncomiullls of Lonl Hutchinson, the 

COIllIll;JlIller in Cbief. 

"Slit, .. Jermyn Street, June 28, lHOi!. 

H Your suddell departure from Egypt rendered it impossible for 

H me to desire that you would commllnicate my thanks to the 

" Marines who served under your command uwing the campaign. 

H May I now beg that you lvil1 aSSUl"e the Officers and men, how 

.. highly sensible I am of their meritorious services, and of the zeal 

" and e:xertiou which ever marked their conduct. The order and 

.. disciplinc preserved by the battalion does great credit to your 

.. military charactN. and is equally honorable to the respectable 

.. corps wJJich you had the good (;Jrtune to command. 

" I ha vc the honor to be. &c. &c. 

" (Si~ned) HUTCHINSON, Major General. 

.• Lieut.-Col. Smith. Hopi Marines," 

Owing to ~omc omission. the mcdals which were bestowetl by 

thc Grand Signior upou every Officer of the Army. as commcmonltive 

of his gratitudt,. and of their services during the Egyptian campaign. 

wece [or a timc withheld [rom those of the corps of Royal Marines. 

htlt in conSCClueuce of Lord Keith's representation of it to the Earl of 
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Elgin, our Ambassador at the Ottom:m Porte, hi~ Sublime Hi glIlH'~" 

most readily compensated for this error, and the~c honor:J.bJ(' mark" 

were conv.cyed to Sir Richard Bickerton, ~mm:ltldillg the Briti!>h 

Naval Force'i at Malta. who transmitted them ::doll~ with :l ivlter 

cOllched in the following elegant 'terms: 

" SIR, " Kent, at Malta, March I HIli, I ")(J3 • 

.. I have the honor of forwarding to you SOJlH' Turkish me,jal ... 

" to be distributed among the Offi<-C.fS of Mminl's wit!) s<'rv('tl on 

H shore, and in the squadron employed in the block::alc of 

U Alexandria, dUI iog the Egyptian ('ampai~n. 

U The accompanying letter anrllist.* will (-'xplain iff'ry thing; 

H it tberdore only rCl11ui,ns for me to add , that I feel 3 ple8SIIf(' ill 

.. having been Illadt' a medium in conv('ying what may lx, .:l('('f'ptahle 

" to a small part of your corps; and I should be much m0re gratified 

.. if it W3!o in my power to congratuhltc you 011 tbt arl'liriliOJl of 

•• mort su[·rtantia/ advtlnta1t i for fht who/t , being evt'ry dny mort: 

•• full y cen vinccd of it '> ~cr vi ('c s :md utility. 

" I have' thc hOll or to be-, Sir. ~c. &(' . 

.. Lictl l.-C,)I. Smith, Hoyal Marines:' 

OUi vidOlioll!o anllil's and fl eet, whit:h W("le d('stiut'd 1" 1 !Jlh'l 

:;ervH.:CS, were suddcnly stayed by thc tidin gs of a n-ssaliull 01 al/ll'. 

Till! f~ats of Ol1r '>quilJrons and ships in the M etiitt'J"r:l lll:lll lu1;t 

none 0: tbci: wonled Sph.:lldOi. Sir jolmes SJlIIll:lrl':t.'!o :I11.;H.k uyon 

• 'rhe letter ofE:lrl E.lgiu l orrcclI·d the mi~t.1.ke whlrh JI:ld dday,~l Ih., .ldil·t'ry of 

:hc ml·uJ.I~. and tr.\JI~lIlltte,ll', Sir Ridlanl.lii,\ of (lifO', /J il'l"I' II h ... were cl,lit'cd I" 
.ht;sJI, :lsn:(';,bly t'J :l I!d"i\ gil ell in l> 1 L ord Keith. 



the French squadron, under the numerous batteries of Algmras., 

yields to no one upon record, for boldness of design or spir~ in 

execution. Although tlltJ event of the 6th of July was wlpr05pero~ 

l':till the gallantry exhibited on tbat day was proJuc:tive of the most 

signal consequences, and it, 110 doubt, had its dil:ct upon a supel'ior 

force, who, panic struck, fdt thf.! rotaliating Vl"ngcDncc of Sir James 

and his little detachment, 011 the !.ltb. In the first .:1ction 375 

'scamen and Marines. were killed. wounded, and mi~sing; amongst 

the former detail was 1st Lieutenant J. D. 'Williams, on board the 

Hannibal. who behaved with true British courage, and witiJ the latter 

were nu6rcd Lieutenants George Dunford and J. W. Day, of 

Marines. 

Sir James Saumarez, after speaking of the bravery of the men under 

his command, :says, .. that Captain Maxwell and the Offil.:ers of Illy 

" corps on board 'tbe Cesar, were entitled to much praise." Captain 

.Kcates of the Supcrbe, whose personal intrepidity and z("31 wCle 

highly instrumental in gaining the victory of the 12th of July, by 

('apturing the St. Antonio, thus uLknowlcdges the merits of his crew 

to the Commander jn Chief: .. It is my duty to reprci>ent to you, 

" that the Officers of :111 descriptions. Seamcn, and M<lriucs, 

II co'nductecllhemselves with the greatest steadiness and gallantry," 

The bravery of Captain Hood, his Officers, Seamen, and Marincs 

was also hi~hly conspiclIolLs. A branch of my corps was. again 

included in the lcgh,lative thanks of a grateful Country, and Sir 

James Saumarez, whose name is superior to panegyric, .. (II:servcdly 

was crowned with honorary, as well as pecuniary marks of his 

Sovercign's favor. 



The action of the Pha:be, Captain Barlow, with L'Africai nc 

Fren<:h frigate was marked by -an immense carnagc>, nnd affoHh~d' 

an evident display of superior discipline ill the Sailors ;wd Marines 

unde-r his orders, That Officer was deservedly kllighled uflci hel 

capture. 

Lord Cochrane in the Speedy, who was uuLl y !>upporkd by all 

his followers, gave early ~lOpCs of what may yet be cxpccUd from 

him by his Country, by boarding and (;:lrryillg lIle frigate Gamo of 

32 guns and 3 19 men, while his own (OH'.(' \Va ... oul) I " gUlls anri 

510 nlen. 

Lieutenant \Vilson, of Marines, with his party from lhe Mcr\'ury, 

was nuticed by Captaiu Hogers, ;or their cour.lgc anti goud ('ondUl'I, 

first in boarding a French Pirate amongst the rocks ill tile Tn'mite 

Islands, and afterwards driving her rcncgadll new from thc hills 

which they occupied, with a four pOllnder g(Ul ami mU!>Cjudry. 

~ieutcna nt \\'ilson COVt.'rcu Lieutenant Mather and the Seamen whil" 

l:caving the vessel off the rocks , and then rc-embad.;.ed with SOIJ)(' 

pnsoncrs. 

Tlw,.;c Oflin'l s lInd bC'cll lJighj y d istingu ished up,m a iUJ'lJJC'r 

OCC!l!;j (l ll ill brillgi ll ~~ h.i s Maj('sty 's l<l.te flo()p, /111; Dldl VOf!., (1<1111 the 

port (If _"-!leoll a under a heav~' fire of t:anIlO!l tlud Ulusqudry i . ;tltl I tH' 

Mole, bUI the)' W{,IC obliged to abandon 11(:1' to til(': enemy I n.11I ,\1 1 

insetting cunent, and a calm, after all their galbllt dI"lt ~ . This 

ship wac; reserved for :l future Lut more SlIcl'l's.,flll utk lll\,t by Ihi' 

Seamen :'till! Marines ot the Champion, who bravdr a~~:lU ltl'il her , 

and brought her out from under tue guns of Gallipoli, guill.:.! hy ti l!' 

(laring zeal of Lord \Villiam Stuart. 



The Swifi:sure of 74 guns fell iuto the hands ef Admiral 

Ganthc3t11nc's squadron: ,aflor a resistance which reflected honor 

upou Captain Hal1oweU~ his subordinates, and the Hritish Navy. 

Lord Cochrane, in uuion with Capt3in Pulling, again gave a test 

of intepidity. by striking at a Spanish convoy in the Bny of Orepeso. 

protected by a castle, a xei>c(:k, and gunboats. These they destroyed 

with little loss. 

In August Captain Halstcd's squadron took La Canierc of 440 

gU llS, after a short action. Lieutenant Douglas, of Marincsf was 

wounded, but died after amputation on board La Pomone. This 

frigate was 011 her way with a convoy, haviDg stores and ammunition 

on board, for the French Army then carrying on the siege of Porto 

Fcrrajo, in the Isle of Elba. 

This little fortress disdaining to participate in that terror which 

had disgraced the continent of Italy, afforded refuge to Mr. Isaac 

Grant. English Vice Cunsul at Leghorn. and others of his countrymen. 

who fled from our tallacious enemies on their entrance into Tuscany. 

His example and precepts roused the nativcs to anus, while the very 

females sllared in the patriotic impulse of defcnding their families 

and their Country. from those universal spoilers. Mingled with 

its garrison, wert! Lieutenant Lawrence and his party of Marines 

from the Pearl, whose animated efiarts, duriDg a long s~ries of six 

months fatigue and danger, are little known, but were such as to 

entitle the whole to the highest praise. This little torce, by their 

constancy and courage, ever set the best of examples. were always 

forem06t on service. and stood to their poit and guns when the Tuscan 

and other foreign troops gave way. They were likewiae unremitedly 



useful in preparing sbells, tnounting and transporting C31100ll , and 

i(f repairing their carria~m;, as well as constructing work<;:. Tlwir 

knowledge of gunnery, acquired by experience in a lc.ng siege, and 

their ambition to gain honor to their corps ano themselves, induced 

them to live ill the batteries, and the little <;lct'p which they ('njllyed, 

was by theircanllon. Such zealous perSl'vc:rance impai\ed the bculths 

of this brave detachment. and if the place had nol been rdieved by 

other troops, Lieutenant Lawreuce and his ~fnithful companions must 

have fallen victims to inoe..-nt toil. 

The merits of Colonel Airey. in the defence of Porto Fcrrajo, 

were great indeetl. Nothing could surpass his cool judgment nnd 

spirited exertions in foiling a very superior enemy in all their 

attempts. The bravery and good conduct of Mr. Isaac Gr.1.nt. in 

repeated sallies. were eminently conspicllous. Few occasions have 

exhibited a more manly patienc~. or a nobler stand . 

. Upon the I :lth of September Sir John WarreLl appeared with his 

!:Iquadron to relieve this brave garrison. He had previously given an 

order to Captain John Richardson, of Marilll's, to act.as Brigade 

Major to Lieutenant Colonel Ajrey, :£Ild he was di!:.embarkcd. as 

well as Captain Johnstone, from the Gibraltar. 12 Subaltern!>, 17 

Serjt':l.nts, I ij Corporals, I 1 Drummers, and 390 Privat('s. A 

furce of 240 Seamen was also landed under Captain Long of the 

Royal Navy. Captain James Weir. (now on rdjremt·nt). who 

commanded the MJrines at Malta, served ill Porto F('rrajo at the 

head of a Maltese corps. with distinguished reputation. 

It hav:ing been resolved to destroy the enemy's works. a debarka­

tion ef upwards of 1000 mell took place early on the morning- of the 

2DD 
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14th of September, while a sortie from the garrison was attemp~ed 

ag1iinst the battery which overawed the harbour. Captain Long, 

with his division of Seamen. Marines. and Swiss, ptoceedcd to 

ch'lllo1ish the batteries on the right side of the bay, Wllich he 

performed in a gallant stile. Tbat Officer was shot through the 

!o,houlder very early in the action. but persevered in the attack, until 

his little :!dvanced party. consisting of ~ 6 Seametl and Marines. 

reach(;d U s!,ot wh('[(' the enemy had ·a field piece. and were in 

considerable force. It was within 1 S ,.ae;ls of their position that this 

brave young man receivt·d a mortal wound, when he was carri.ed. 

from the field. He lingered and" died, and so strongly impressed 

was the foe witb admiration of his valor 1 lhat a suspension of arms 

wns maintained, while his remains were borne, wilh military 1lonors~ 

tu the grave. Lieutenant Campbell, of Marines, after this mishap, 

instantly charged, drove the republicans to a narrow pass, where, 

being reinforce<l, he was held in check; but having occ~m­

plished the chief object which was intended, he effected a retreat to 

the gnrriso .. 

Captains Johnstone and Richardson, who headed the division 

:.l gainst the enemy's works on the left side of tne harbour, did every 

lbiog that could have been expected from brave and experienced 

Officers. After havi.ng ruined the batteries of Punta Pina, the 

grottoes, and giovanni. a vast quantity of ammunition, and having 

carried off 150 baneL .. of powder, the British and Allied troops 

were attacked by vety supt~rior numbers in different quarters. Under 

existing circumstances a retreat was the only eXpedi.entt which, after 

a spirited contest, was made to the boats and within the walls of the 
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fortress. Lieut. Clarke, of Marines, was ,wounded and made prisollcr. 

The ~nerallosa was by no meaus equal to the nature of tlds !oiervict". 

Colonel Airey ~xpressed himself highly indebted for the support anel 

assistance given by the Seamen and Marines. Altholl ~h the 

inadequacy of numbers prevented the completion of t'wry object. 

still this diversion afforded a temporary aid to the bruvC" ddclldcrs of 

Porto Ferrajo. 

Major Weir signalized himself in a subsequent sOfti(: on tJ1{~ night 

of the loth of October, and the garrison never relaxed in the mosl 

al?imated perseverance, until peace threw open its gutl.· ... to a new 

sovereign. Capwin Halsted, previous to~ the 8pp(.>ar:llll:c of Sir J.)hu 

Warren. had coptur~d ')\" dcstl.'vycd · the whole of tlac French 

blockading squadron. 

Those Northern Powers, against whom Britain had rclu(,:tantiy 

drawn the sword, experienced a severe and early CkblisClUcllt in tll<: 

lo~s of all their West India Colonies, which succcs!.ivcly yiddcd to 

the prompt and vigorous measures of Admiral Du..:kworth and Sil 

Thomas Triggc. St. BarillOloUlcW's, St. M41rtin\, wbich alolle 

offered any rt'sistallcc, St. Thomas, and "anta Cruz subllliltl.:d to til'" 

Army and Fleet during the month of Marcil, a nd .hl: islan d~ orSI. 

Eu~tatius anti Saba were occupied by our tor('l'~' in Aplil. TbcM: 

conquests atforded no fteld fur acil(CVnlCnt, but th(,!y gavt: oPP0I11I­

niLies for the display of much uilited zeal. 

Captains Ma"hy and Butclu:r, their Offic('!I ~ . St'.lInen. and 

Marines were noticed for gallant single actions. and Licuknflnl 

MackeD~e. with those under him. for much inln'pidity in cutting ou! 

a scbooner from under the battedes at GuadallJupc. 

2 
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[t is wilh a heartfelt pa~n that I am constrained to blend with 

these honorable details, anotbet instance of baneful insubordination 

which occurred on board t.he Castor frigate, upon SundiiY the 13th 

of December. The trying how produced another example of steady 

fidelity in Lieutenant J. S. Smith and his loyal party of Marines. 

Capl:.!in Fanshawe upon observing t~lC first symptoms of revolt. 

ordered t1.e detachment under arms, Wllich was obeyed with an 

unsurpassed alacrity. The young but spirited Officer. who headed 

them, needed no prompter to a decisive conduct. He, with an 

unlookcd for rapidity. charged bayonets. drove the guilty criminals 

to the larboard side of the IO,wer deck, where, cooped up, they were 

forced to surrender their ringleaders. 

The heroic feelings of a private Marine, who,was confined 'to his 

hammock a.t the outset of this commotion, would have done honor to 

any age of the world. Though depressed with fever, still he arose, 

put on his accoutrements, took his musquet anrl his post in the ranks. 

On being questioned why he was there, htl nobly replied to his Officer, 

.. Oh, Sir, this is not a time to be skk." This action obtained for 

him a subsequent promotion, and on retrospect, it still merits a 

pecuniary tribulL-. It is under the impulse of cordial esteem, as well 

as of public justice, that I annex the very flattering testimony of the 

Court Martial. which sat upon those llcJudea mutineers, respecting 

the firm conduct of Lieutenant Smith and his party. Captain 

Western, the President, addressed him in these wOlds: " ,.1 have it 

" in command from thi& Court to express to you the high seliSC they 

.. entertain of your very Officer like conduct on the 'evening of the 

•• 13th of December, and the. good and steady'OOllduct of the party 
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II of Marines embarked under your orders. Your prompt and 

H spirited execution of Captain Fanshawe's orders appears to the 

.. Court to have stopped a very dangerous mutiny, and the token of 

"their approbation of your conduct will be tran~mitted In Ihe 

" Commander in Chief, and inserted in tile minuh:~ of tIll" COUlt 

H MarLinl." This became much enhanced by the following: very 

judicious and llandsome order from Admiral Duckworth; 

" Southampton, Fort Royal Bay, 26th December. I PfJ I . 

.. .l.\1emorandlllu-Whereas the members of the Court Martial on 

.. the mutineers; of his Majesty's ship Castor. kIn felt called 

U upon. in justice to tile exemplary and meritorious conduct of 

" Lieutenant J. S. Smith, of the Marines, and the party nnder his 

" command, to express their high sense of such spirited behaviour • 

.. It h. my directions that these sentiments of the Court :I.fe rcad 

". on board bis Majesty's ship under my orden., to testify how fully I 

U aCCN'rl with the Court in the commendation <;0 de!)crvedly 

" bestowed. 

.. (Sign.d)}, S, DUCKWORTH," 

Early in 180 I Lieut. Vyvian, of my corps, fell in a gallant attempt 

to bring out two vessels, at anchor, within the bar of Senegal, protected 

by heavy batteries on tbe shore. Nothing could exceed thl" obstinate 

courage of all ullclel" Lieutenant Dick, who l"ommandcd in the attack. 

After twenty minutes contest they carried his Maj(,sty's late !)loop the' 

Senegal, wLich they were obligC"d to destroy. and with much 

difficulty the boats t:ffectcd a retreat across a tremcnduous surf, iwd 
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exp<i;ed to a dreadful disCharge (If grape shot. This success was 

dearly purchaccd with the livel of Lieutenant Palmer, I Midshipman, 

nnd 8 Seamen and Marines. Lieutenant Vyvian left nut bt:hind him 

his superior for promising talenti. or correct manneu~ 

Two very gallant action!; were fought in the E:lst. which did 

honor to Captains Adam, of La Sybille, and G. R. Collier, of the 

Victor. La Chiffone and -La Fleche yielded to the discipline and 

valour of British Seamen and Malines. which were exomplified . in 

a striking degree, by each ship having been opposed to batteries 

on tbe shore, intricate shoals during the battle, and to an eq~l 

force in those antagonists which they combated. 

Nothing occurred upon the station of Jamaica. Society had to 

deplore the loss of one of its most valuable members. and the Royal 

Navy one of its brightest ornaments, in Lord Hugh Seymour, the 

Commander in Chief. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

THE wide and inJportant interests to be discussed, necessarily 

protracted the desirnble event of :l Definitive Pc~e, during which 

anxious interval botb nations rested on their 1:U'IIlS. 

The powerful detachments of our republican neighbours, to the 

western world, could not be viewed by .. vigilant Ministry, Lut 

with a jealous eye, wholn it behoved \0 push a force 'adequate to 

counteract thdr schemes, if directed agaiusl our Colonies. Such 

mighty armaments taking their departure [or a diswnt quarter, during 

pending llcgoeiations, had doubtless an influence in spinning lh~l 

ol!!. and it was not until the 27th of March, 1802. that this salutary 

wOlk W::I" cOl14ummated; a day which diffused a g(,:llcral jny 

througb each ritalland. 

Public gratitude did lIot cool after the return of lrolnquiJlity. but 

with an l'nlightrneli policy, as well as a liberal justice, it emhlac('d 

and .1I1ticipaled tile W<lnts and feelings of those' brave mt'\l who ho.rl 

vindicated their Country's honor, her ;.;lol'Y. and independence. 

M,lOY revolving yeal's had witnessed tllC distinguishctt gallantry. 

th~ unimpaired 10)'11ty of the corps of M:llincs; tile fl'cords of a 

British Legi~lature had long termed with grateful lIIl'morials of thdr 

merits upor; the shores. and the ocean of evcry clillll' , but with 

sco.n~tly one solid mark of recompence fOf all theil' brilliant sefvices. 



1t was reserved for lhe year 1802, and the ministerial auspices of 
. . '" 

Earl St. Vincent, to draw this body of faithful Soldiers into a close 

alliance with a family and a throne, for which they had so often 

bled, and round whom they will rally to the latest period of their 

existence. The title of Royal was not the acquirement of influence. 

No! it was the gain of mort:: than one hundred years of undiminished 

zeal; a M0narch's tributary sacrifice at the altar of honor! It is a 

sacred appellation. which, r trust, we will not sully, and what we 

never will surrender into an"y hands, without a glorious struggle, but 

into those of a branch of that Illustrious House, from which we 

received it, A Sovereign's favor cheers the Soldier, soothes all 

his past sufferings, and cares, and turns his eyes to future glory 

alone. 

The boon was accepted by the Marin'e Corps with all the 

m~nliness of conscious desert, and with a thankful exultation. 

It was conveyed, in the following terms, from Sir Evan Nepean, 

to Lieutenant General Souter Johnstone, Commandant in Chief: 

.. SIB, .. Admiralty Office, April 29. J 802 • 

.. The Earl St. Vincent having signified, to my Lords Com­

" missioners of the Admiralty, that his Majesty, in order to mark 

.. his Royal approbation of the very meritorious conduct of the corps 

" of Marines, during the late war, has been gradously pleased 

H to direct that, in future, the corps shall be styled H The Royal 

" Marines. 

" I have great satisfaction in obeying their Lordships commands 

" to communicate this intelligence to you; and in offering '<their 
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II Lord~ip9 congratulations on this testimony of the opinion hi :. 

" Majesty entertains of the very di"stinguisbed scrvic~s of that pari 

U of his forces to which you belong. 

" I ::un, Sir, &l'. &r . 

.. EVAN NEf'EAN." 

., Lieut.-Gen. Souter Johnstone, Comrnanclallt 

.. of the Marines.·· 

A f('Spectable and eff{'cti \-e force of 100 COIllP::1I1ics, was the p"ace 

cs1.ablishmel~t. and s ubsequent events have H';,llizcd tlw WiSUIJUl of 

th::lt IlH.'aSIlH~ . 

The retired list was also con .. idt:rably augmented, which yidded 

a retreat, not only to the worn out vet<'r.lll. out liJu'wiSt, 10 'bose 

wl\0 could i(lcntify an incaparity for future service. Every necessary 

rt>ferc;lce as to the former and prese-nt details of the corps. 11I:.ly 1)(' Imd 

It?"that list which is annually issuer! from the Board of Admirahy, 

upon the 1 st ()f January. and i!> in \he hatld<; of allll()~t every 

Officlor . 

Although hostility had ceased in every ljliartn, still Lil(" Marine 

Soldier was oftcnci than on<.:(' compicunu~ upon the anna ls d tilt' ycar, 

by ~ steady fidelity amI valour. 

A VdY do.nge-rous insurrection of the Htll 'V('~t India r('p;illl("lIt 

III tI)(' island of Dominka, In::l.rked by circumstance's flf the most 

shockiug barbarity, was checked in itsinlll1cdiatc ('ITert s. in pari, hy 

his firm countcnance. It fortun:ltely ()Ccunoed, whcn thosco lIIunlcrou" 

revoltc:s fiTht £hcwcd tlll·ir spirit, that his Maj(·;ty'S, ship M.l!;nificcnl 

w"ot/ut unchm ill Prince Bupert's Bay. Some shot, from the Low,ET 
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C:lb:l.rcta, which wenl over her, was the first sy mptom c?f. Illutiny 

011 till' .~ hor(', :1no it was soon confirmed by intelligence " that the 

Hbcks II~d risen in arms, and had ass:1 ~sin3ted a number of tiJeir 

Officers. Cilptain Gifford tendered his services to the Prcsident of 

the island, who, conceiv ing it only the rre1U11c to:l gcneml com­

motion, gladly m'Cl'pkd the offer. Lieutcll :lllt O. Neale voluott'ert'rl 

the duty 01 dj s{,ll1b~lrkation. and he felt it a difficult task to rc!>train 

the ardor of the whole party of Marines, to follow hiJn. Bllt his 

Ilumber was confined to 2 Serjeants. 2 Corporals, and 36 Privates, 

with which he put ofF from the ship just at dawn on the llIorn illg -qf 

till' 10lh of April. Observing the rebels advancing rapidly to the 

bl:<leh, he anticipated their ohjC'ct, fjuickly effected a landing, and 

look' post a ll a hill, after the exchange of some scattering shots. 

Opposed to ne:uly 500 Blacks, whom he kept at bay during the 

day, reinforcements became necessary, and he was farther 

~trcllgth{"ned by two successive detachments of Marines under 

Lieutenants Lambert and Hawkins. UpOIl this rising ground, those 

brallt: fcllow s, uot cxct~edillg 66, gave r{"fugc to many Officers who 

f\C'w from the feradom hands of the mutineers. They were after­

wards joi \H'd by some Colonial Militia, who were little calculated. 

frolll the mix<,'d nature of their arms, to oppose a r{"solute enemy. 

TI}(~ ciispositions of Lieutenant Lamb4."rt through the night, aided by 

the counsels of Mr. O. Neale, were like a good Officer. The 

native troops gave way b slumber. His outposts were, therefore, 

confided to his faithful companions, and all his energies were derived 

from his own brethren. Inccisant rains had nearly reddered useltss 

all tllt'ir ammunition. 
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Oil the following day the Marines were ordered to (';rantl Ancl', 

111 order 'to protect the inhabitants, and through t!lat nigh t wen" 

posted in the swamps to prevcut tlie escape of tbe Blad;.s {rolH Fort 

Shiell'Y. Many of om men had been 5i.i hours Oil .!.I1OfC amid-! the 

greatest priv:ltions; having ilatinotiling to ea t bILl raw salt h~ ' l"f and 

bi sc uit. The stngllatcd SII1I::11 fWIll tlicir po!-ition, poinkd our the 

nec{'sSity fi)f obtaining some other rcfres!ulll'1l1 to recruit u:ltU)t', :Uld 

to avert discust'o A M:uinc of tiJ~ party, oV('fh(,:lring tIll' dis(,lI~si()!l 

amollgst hi:. Officers, llobly s:J.id, .. I ,.,.-ill go 10 the villagt' and uring 

.. thcm-I know 1 tnust go ami repass the ','nelll } 's tire, uut my ~ifi.: 
0 .0 

" i ~ lIot minc, it~ !: at tht: conHallt cummallJ (If his Maj<'~ly's scrvit't. ... 

He accordingly pCl'form.d bi~ duty, ,111(1 eS(':tpt::(lllllI11111. 

Bread was di1>tJ'ibutt'd, ami bralldy adllliui1>tcrcd, Tn scanty 

poniolls, th rough the uight. by the.: Ofiit:ns. ",JIO ('xhorted the men 

to keep up their spirib. The feelings of the br::I\'( .. • urc ever 

reciprocal in acts of kindnc~s . Out: and all they cxdaimc:d .• We 

" wis ll to add <:lIlother laurel to our corps , we will fullow yOIl where 

H ever )OU go." The IIltHl collt:ctcd by tile rains. iJad, ill fhe course 

of marching. deprived Illany of the.:lr :; llf)("!>, which ('ould lIo t bt~ 

remedied but from the ship. Fn'C}ucnt flags of trLJCl' had passcJ 

bctwc{'U GCl)cral Johnstone ancl the fori. Mr. Roberts, an O,l;Ct'I' 

of Ellgi:1e.:l'I~, rcqucstc.:d to !>turm it. if the mutiuccrs would nul 

slIrrcnd{'r the barril'r, providing the Mariucs ut:compuuil'd iljlll, who, 

to a l1I ;].n. volunteered, ~ayi llg ... \\'e dOIl'( miud .. hoes, we cun 

fig ht without them." The Governur applauJcd their gallant zeal, 

and assureu tiwJU of a pl'dCrCllcl'. if tht'ir !>l'fl'in'<, "hould b{· 

want~. 



The Marines united with detachments from the Huysl Scotch, .~lI)(.l 

ti8th Regimcnts, marched into the fort upon the 12th, and dfew up in 
front of the Black Corps, which presented arms to the troops; having 

Ihrec of their own Officers , as prisoners, placed between their colours. 

Gcneral Johnstone was obeyed by them in his orders to shoulder, 

on\('r I and ground their arms; but on being commanded to sll' p three 

paces. 1n front, the cry was: " No," tbey instantly rl.!sumcd t11cm al\d 

fired a volley: this was returned, ami was followed up with a C'harp,e 

d' bayonets, which broke their ranks, and dispersed the mutineer.!: 

in every ti irc('tion. The greater part fled up tbe OUlt-r Cabu.r~!. 

kn'pillg lip a fire until they rC1lcltcd tile rocks, dnwll which 1ll::IIlY 

pr. (il,itatcd tilemscivf's. :mrl those who cOllld afterwards crawl fcmn 

the both:..m ' .... crc exposed to u dischnrgc of gra}lC ~nd ca lillish!r 

from the' Mag-nificcnt. 

John Budd, private Marine, distinguished hinlself most signally 

duriug the pursuit. He was attacked singly by four black grenad.i(>rs, 

one of wbom he killed with his first fire, wounded another, whcn 

cool}' awaiting a return from the utht'r two, reloaded his tnusqoct. 

with which be shot a third, and bayoneted the fourth. Afterwards 

turnillg to him who was wounded, he closed his destinies, nnd 

throwing the r<:-mains of the whol\:! over the rocks finished his exploit 

by !\ayillg .. This is the way I shall serve all traitors:' The condurt 

of John Lamswood, and Alexander Livingstone is also worthy of 

uoti LC ; buth were severely wounded, but they persevered in their 

duty until the loss of blood, brought them to the ground. The 

former received a ball in his mouth, which lodging in his throat, W.IlS 

afterwards ntro,cted by an able operation of Mr. Veitch, Surgeon of 
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the Saturn. I 11m ;;nlthorized likewise to detail tue name or Johl) 

Batt, p~ivatc, whose alacrity, during th"."sc arduous servic('s, dU:l'r~d 
his associates. A~ my scope is limited, 1 would lIol ddracL from the.:: 

Ilwrits of these cor1-'s, with which mine was uuited. Tlwi l, wnt' 

such as to maintain their lOIlf!: established n::putatiol1. Upt'li their 

return to Martinique. the whole dctadlHlcllt m~·t :l Illurk or publ!(: 

rccompcncc in thoslU necessaries which they ilad l'J..I)clltkd, and the 

OHin.'rs rccl'ived the th:l1lks u[ General Jol ltlstunt" :lIlti or tli" 

PI"I.:~id{'llcy of Dominiqllc. which they i~d probably :.and trom 

r.cncral I"t'\.'olr. 

I wish I ('ould do'>c the )'ear '\vitll a 1111'11" "J.11ihl!! ' t<'llil: t1l31l o . 0 

that of ill~ub()rdin;lLioll, which lir,! !-hcwl'd ib lUlking ~pilit in tl1<' 

Ml'.!;Ll'HalH'Un, by till': I !lost daring ads. It b~l'ke out 011 uu:lJ d till' 

Gibrallar, whose crew chose to decide tll{~ ptopridy or fullilling o~ 

disobeyiu5 the ordt'rs for their luture de~linati!)ll. Alklllpb of 

.~i~knce were opposed Gy the noblest firmuns in Captain Joliml(Jllc 

am! his gallant party Oil board, by who!>c spiriled :.11111 prompt 

exertions, with thosc of t1,c Ofticcrs. good uflkr W:iS r~'~t!trcd. ti,e 

flame l>tiflul from l>preading brther, <.ind the '>Cfnccs {It a bra VI' 

"'1 uadroll prcservcd to their Country at :l. iflomcntOlll> ui~i'i. 

Two of the ringleaders suffered death; upon who~~' tlials Ihe 

tlistingnisiled merits of the Ma·rillc dduchlllcnt w('I't~ appan'lIl 1o 

the Comt, who gave testimony of their gratitude by illl>crting thCli1 

upon their r-eeoc·ls. The following COlJuuuuicntioll Lc~pokl" in 

luitable terms, the very higll sense which the COllullOlnder in Chief 

entertained of tbciI meritorious conduct .. which was rcad throughol1l 

\Ji7 fleet. 
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H Kent, Oristagni Bay, 4th November, 1802 • 

.. Mcmofandum-'Vhereas it appears in the minutes of the late 

"Court Martial. on the mutineers of the Giblaltar. that the 

.. detachment of M:nilH's, serving on board that ship, Lore no part 

.. in the disgraceful proceedings of the 6th of Octubu b.st, but much 

.. to the credit (If the OffiC(,fS and themselves, maintained the 

" character of the luyal and cespcctsble corps to which they belong, 

" by a !)teady udhcral1C'c to their duty. The Rear Admiral takc~ 

.. this public method of expressing his approbation of their good 

" and soldier like conduct, unci requests Captain Johnstone to accrpt 

" his thanks. 

(S;gned) " RICHAHD BICKERTON." 

" To the respective Captains, &c," 

A similar instance of indiscipline occurred on board thc Ex('cHent 

upon Christmas Day. which was subdued by thc ?rtnness of h~r 

Officers, aided by the undaunted allegiance of her party of Marines. 

Nothing from mc can superadd to their honor. I annex the result 

which pro{.'Ccdcd fwm Commodore Hood, and is such as carril!s ::t 

powerful evidence of their fidelity. 

" Blenheim. Carli!>lc Bay. Barbarloes. 30th Dec. 1802. 

<I Memoraudum-The Commander in Chid had flattered himself 

.. in the hope, tho.t all those ill disposed acts of mutinous conduct 

.. were at an end in the Royal Navy. and that Seamen would 

U endeavour to }l('ighten tbeir c1lltractf'rs ill the ("yes of the rest of his 

.. Majesty's subjects; but he trusts the punishment he has bcten 
". 
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" obli,cd to order to be carried into execution 011 those unfOllun.'ite 

H nlt'll may be sufficient ex"-mplt: to detcr a few evil ~nindcd pl'rson~ 

•• fWIIl disturbing the repose ,lOd good ordt'r :l1Tlongs;llllc 5(,:1111(,11 ill 

" ful UTe • 

.. Thc COmm:lndl'l" in Cilief (as well 0,<; the IlH'l\lbcTS of l ilt ('ouTt 

" Martial) is highly s{' u",i bh· ofthc active exertions of tht' Offin'l~ HI' 

.. hi" Maj(·sty'.., sh ip Exct:ll~·tlt, ill qUt'liin g: tlw btl' lIIutiny Oil h'l.nO 

.. h.:r, arid ai<;o tbe Offict'I'S, Non·Comlllis!-ioncd Officers, and 

.. Plivak Marines bclongin,; to the said ~hip. ,vho, by th(·j r firmness 

,I" in resisting tilt' attpmpt to seduce them from thf'ir only. :md in 

•• opposing men in actual mutiny, have innen'l'u, it possible, tbe 

.. high ch:lrackr the corps ba:: so justly acquired; and begs 10 assure 

" the 'whole of them , tlwy have his best th:lIlk s, :md he shall Il ll~ fail 

.. If) rt'prcsent their meritorious conduct to the Lords Commissioners 

" of the Admiralty. 

(Signed ) .. SAMllEL HOOD," 

.. To Captain Maxwell, Blenheim," 
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CHAP. XLVIlI. 

BESIDES the many useful rdonllS acloptcd by Earl St. Vincent, 

hI the intern:!1 ccconomy of the British Navy, his Lordship also 
, 

turned lJis attention to the corps of Royal Marines. Upon the 18th 

of March, l80J, 3 new code of instructions was published for their 

regulation when on shore. which vests in the four Senior Captalnls 

of each division, the management and supcrintendancc of many 

cqnccrns that had formedy been placed under separate departments. 

Jt would exceed Illy bounds to attempt the discussion of arrangements 

which arc obviously well designed to promote the interests of the 

public and the jlldividual, as well as to cstablish a facility in 

subordinate transactions. Experiencl!. doubtless, ;will attc,t their 

wisdom. and posterity recognize with gratitudu their euligblenod 

author. 

The JOYOUS work of peace had scarcely been fulfilled, whC'1l 

disappointed ambition began to wreak its rancom, through the low 

channels of a venal press. Hitherto the organs of knowledge. and 

sometimes of liberal opinion, the papers of republican France, under 

the controul f)f its First Consul, became the contemptible ' jnterpr('tc'rs 

of degrading scurrillity and the most inflammatory philipics against 

the English Government. Like the noise of tilt' rattlesnake, tJley 

proclaimed <l latent danger, while all the public institutes of 

Buonapartc were levelled at the foundations of our com;llt\~ial 
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gre.atness. A banditti of unauthorized agents abo set th('mS('hc~ 
. . 

down in our seaports, who, under the spt"ciolls pretexts (If trade. 

were commissioned to explore our coasts and to contaminate our 

principles. By such subtle means had toe COUl:l.gl' :lnd the t'I'{'rgiC"s 

of :lImost every Stale which had fallcn ulllkr the Frellch yokt'. bl'(,H 

previously lmdermin{;d, and they \yell merited tbl~ in!'otalll :md 

retaliating vengeance of a gn.:at killgdom. But wllr is a st:'ri(lllS C"vii, 

and every expedient to avcrt it should be tried by a. c(lmnH'r('i~d 

Co.unlry. ere it has recourse to arms. Thew l'an b~ no compromise. 

h~wevcr. wilet"(' national security and honor ~ ,e:1 t slakl'. Ours were 

involved. and we aguill took lip arms ill ddence of our d(~'lr.'st 

birthrights. 

My corps vcr)' soon mC'! an increase of 4 3 componies to corn)'lC'tc 

the legislative vute for t ij03. " This has introduced to actual s('rvi<:<", 

all who wert! upon the half pay list, and producC'd many v:JconciC',> 

Up,0ll th~ (·:.tublisbmcnt. which, to the pcrfK'tual honor (If Earl St. 

Vim.:cnt, have been filled by the offspring or kimlrcd of the vd(>ran 

Marine Officer, who haVL" uniformly met a prdcrl"llcc frf)1U hi !'> 

Lordship, to the auoptcd SOilS of" power. 

A dcl;]chment Ilnder Lieutenant Colonel Collin!'> t'IIiP1rkl'd for 

Port Pllillips, ill tbe Soutbern part of New H ollancl, wi!!) w~" 

nominated Lieutenant Governor of it. His pcrsOI131 kn{)w J('d~(" 01 

the Country, and the habitual discipline of my ("0'l) ~, uil! , I 1I11 ~t , 

unitedly render that fertile spot , Ilf future public hrndi:. and ih 

society lIf unfortunate criminab conspicuous by n reform (If lUa ll l,!"I ., . 

Fe", occasi{)Jls, duri I1g the present war. lin vc ufii:ll"d t I) '!;nal i'l.!' 

M:Jirt~ val.our. 'Wherever tJley have occurn;d. th,~ lII(l~t )l()w('ff1l1 

inc~ntivcs to tht, human mind, have.bc(!u hdd out to ~Vt " 1 Y h"w ",vhf) 



shall imit:ltc sitch eXOlmples. The gallantry of Charles O'Reilly • . 
private, 011 boord the L0ire, who assisted in carrying the national 

brig Ventellx, and 'bringing her out from under the heavy batteries 

of the JsI(> uf Has, was condescendingly noticed by the Boord of 

Admiralty, <lnd he was immediately promoted, by General Avcrnc. 

to the (auk of Serje3nt, at- the request (If their Lordships. This was 

likewise followed by a pecuniary recompencc from the society of 

Lloyd '..; ; an institution founded in the Illost noble munifict'Il<:I.:, the 

purest ut'llt!volen<:e, and the most exalted patriotism. 

Lieutenant Irvin, of Marines, also shewed his zeal in a detached 

enterprillc from the Naiad, against a French schooner at anchor in 

the Salutes, which was achieve!l withollt loss. 

My narrative here reaches its close, and I will not clive into 

futurit),. Thus much I will venture tqanticipate, that whether in 

union with his gallant brethren of the fleet, or blended with our 

disciplined Armies on the shore, the Marine Soldier will never 

forfeit that distinguished name which he now holds, 8f loyalty to his 

King, fidelity to his Country, and unshaken valour against the 

enemies of both. 

If slich continues to be his virtues, may he never want a patron 

and a guardian! and wIlen the Nobleman, who now so ably guides the 

Naval counsels of the Nation, shall be removed from the seat of 

power, either by a mortal or a political decree, may his succeessor, 

like him, possess the disposition to recompence our merits, although 

unbcfriended by influence ~ 



APPENDIX. 

-000QC)0000-

THE ,'elly important s('rvk('.~ of the fleets of Britain, thr(fUgh sl1('r('ssiv~ 
ge neratiom, h,we just ly entitled hf'r &:amf!n to puhlit n'co1llpenc£ and 

protection. E-:ery llH'all.\. the ref Of 1:", whi<"ll ~()()d policy or cxpcrii(,llcy 

could suggest, h:n'e hct"1l adopted :It different times, for tlwir comforts and 

welfare. 

Whethr f from an i11i1)('rai djstin~tion. or a (;'ultv omis,<ion. I know not, 

st ill the Ma rine Soldier, habituall y a sharer in the danger~ and tht' ~Iory of 

our Nav~, rln! withsl;mding snch natural claim!'; to notice, was, lo r a long 

""h ilt', cxdml('d from a partiripatioll in till'S(' imm,Hw fC'guiations whirh 

:lffi)(dcd imkpcnda llcc 10 th e ilcstitutt' (am ilif'.~ of {lUf Sailon, when afar off 

ill tlwir COllntry's .sen'in', It W:)S rt's('rvctl (or a reccllt and a mon° 
t'lllighiened era 1(1 ('xtcud also 10 Ill(' Marine, 'I rrj \'ik~l' whidl Illllsi 

l·Ollsti (lIte til(' sweetnl joy of evcry good Ili<ln-! Jla! or :111(11 Ii 1 1.~ a 1):11'1 f)f II is 

p:ly. whell t'mhnrkcd. and diMan( frorn hj~ IHII[I(" 101 !h(' ( 'on~l:jll t ~n pl'()rt 

01 a witt- and fam ily othrfwi"c dOOlnt,cl til want. an a1(1'11 parLnt \\'i'i~b(:d 

d,lwn I)}, pm'crt)" and year~, or n dqlClltbnt frielld ~tnl l,q,!,lil1~ IWld :1;.:a;"~ 1 

:UhIT ... i'Y, 

1 :-.hall sl .. tc the uahll'C of thosc rights whit h han I!I":..\n ',·,iI ely IWI'I! 
~ralltt·J to the Ma,im' Soldier, am] puint out the rll l)d, ~ hr whi, It tlH 'Y ('all 

be pnlctieall y adopted, It is a tribute, howevC'r, nl('ril(',lh' dllf' 10 till' Hidll 

Honorable Mr, Dllnrl<l~. to remark, that froll! hi .. inrelJi:!:l'nt allfl ~{'llC'rf!\I", 

~on('ep~olJ-\ fi~st ('manat('d, :1 II the~ cst illlal,le prj , ' j Jc~(':-. t. ) 11.(' ~II! ~)t ,Ii ~ I alt' ~ 

In JlyAl.oyal Corpli of Manll(,~, wluch Wl:n: cOIg{!lly dbt'H~~,'d :lllil ~n n ( tUlia d 

hfa gratc(ul u·gi~ latllrc. 



Wiiho<. ,""urring '0 tho .~'Aett<>l'Pariiamell! .. -.lpoi ........ "'_ 
i~gendcs a.re.founded, I wt)l . ...,.y ~~lwir ,~ aud~' 

n,,,",,,,'Y"''!'' to be o!>'<loed, uoder """'Y,~~,:"Jt_ 
be proper to mention, in the first place, that every Marine ReaWt lileuld 
Int imate to his wife or kiaUred. lfprm:di'~:a~ Qi~rqg-fiead. QlI:.rtm 
:l.t Chatham, Portmoutb, or Plymoutlt, ~.-?wse ~-#fMJ CdP-!J 
fa which he has betn attached. Young men too frequently name only their 
pal-ade Cottfptlrriu which j, of no use after they are embatkro on board, 
as SllCh often undergo n change while they continue on sbort. By 
pnrticul.:lrizJni the former, it serves a.!J a certl:!" clue to their frit"'nds in 
t '\'(.'ty enquiry concernmg their destinies. and will carreq OIi8t"~ .mE-it 

two, or more, uf a similar name shall happen to belong to tilt same ship or 
division, 

In April, 1763. Marine Soldien obtained the right of following tbeir 
trade$ jD; any 'town of Great Britain (except those bal' ing Uni'l'mitiel) lifter 
t,beirdilc.harge fronl th~ ler\'ke. Tb .. remailll (.be SiDle. 

ft js to be obsen'ed+ for the. guidance of legal heirs to prize money. w.hich 
tll~y be due to any deceased Marino Soldier, that if they do not exhibit their 
claims wiJbiu. three years after notice has bcClJ given by the ..\.gent or Ageatll. 
of itilleingin course of -par.m.ent. su<:b goes into the funtl!! of Greenwi"Ch 
Hospital. Thi~ lthew~ tbe absolute' nec'essity of every family or kindred 
maintaining a con~tant correspondence with their distant military friend'll, 
and a5 th!' life of a Soldier i~ ever precarious, he ,hould Dot fail to report, by 
letter. t!\e circnlllstantial pnrticLlian; of each fortunate capture at sea, in 
which he may ha-\' f" an interest. in oider that his legal or desigued heil"$ 
mny Ill~~t with little diffiNllty in tracing.out where his property lays. in the 
!'\ ('nt cf Ct'Ol lh. 

A", the Country wiltly pt'J'mita the Marine. in commnn witJi ell the 
"ulJotdinale servants of his Majesty, lin <r:t'Onomical cornmu~iCatfbft witb 
his dear and remote friends. by the aboliti~ of every poet'se ftOIJptin@: the 
payment of onr penny, no occasion should tie lost of ava-jim, binue~ of t'Ws 
valuable privilf'gf . . F.rol~ this item being. l~ed with ~b wtter lwe ~e 
otlice from wll('llcf' It IS dIspatched, I am afraid, however. it oftea b.~ 



~ ...... ~ afputtinrte.ca'; that tlae pe;or felto,", in tbe hurry of 
the. : (tID, entRtlt theiT n'IOQey and their leC~ts to unprincipled watermen. 
tdJ().a.,.be tempted to' pocket the one, '&ltd ~rey tM other without a 
chance of deteclioo. Wtrt tIN rtcnwrs o( each letter obliged to pay thil, 

little im.post. cOrrespondence might be more regular, such fnlUds pl('\'ented. 
aDd the .revenue continue unaltered. 

By the benevolent Act of 1792 Non-Commissioned Oftkt'rs and Vri,' atc 
Marines were allowed the privilege of allotting a portion of tltt'ir p:ly 

(u.!>uaUya moiety) to tbeir wh'es, families, or othct!. which, till that period. 

w.as confined to the Seamen aloue. 

Immediately aftc;r embarkation, he who has a rf'iativt' or a friend to 
w!;orn he inc1iot"S to allot such a part, ~hould execut~ this in:.trumellt. 
which the Captain oCthe ship he lnR.y belong to, wiJIlofward tothe Navy 
OOaJ'd; tIl(' Treasurer of WhICh, authenticates the ticket and tranunits it to 
the peBOD for wbose benefit it iI dee.igned. 

The Receiver Gcnt'NlI of Land Tax, Collectors of Customs or E)(ciK" 
and Clerks of the Chccque, are ofoiaJ/yobliged to pay thrS(' ltllowau("cs to 
the holder of it, evcry (our weeks, and should 110 money be in Illmd fot the 
purpose, Ojle or other must name a da}/ oj rUNI1Di/hin a for/nigh/, unck-I" a 
penalty, as likewi$(: if any drou~ .. tion. shall be made frolll tilt' nct )oUIl1. 

Tickets of allottment nre irrevocahlt: by tht' grantor" while he lives nnt! i!' 
iu pubJic. ply, unJes.. Pc ~ht:ws a "ery saHd (';Ill<.l' for cal\(:dling thelll, Jfa 
wifc who boldl> oue, having children IlnJrr JOI/1'/un, ~hllJl die. thl' fal't must 
he attested by the Ministrr and Church Wimlt'llS of tilt' pari\h, a pt't&on 
named who undertakes to retth'e tbcir (utUf/' :lllow:lIlcCS, :md all th€' 
l'ircum!;tances thus e'S'tabJished mU.!ot bt' r('miltt:d 10 the N;lt'y BoOlnl Jilt its 
sOInctjon, Hc who becomrs tht' reprcitutati vt' ought 1n app('al ill pt'rnm to 
rcceh'e "l1ch mouU:s. unless. prevented by sicknes." Hut should a wile di(~ 

(lea .. ing,cbildren of the .bo\'e deacription) a~ if no ~teJls :lre taken or any 
d~1I. ~c for their bcl:efit, 'Wi/bin Itx fll(mlbJ, stich nllotmt'uts llt:cume \>uid. 
aDd they \flit in future be paid either to the grantor hilll:K:11~ or Jdb lwi rs and 

t:M:.CJJf.p,J( ~r his decease. 



Th06e who hold such tickets may ahvays be a98Ured of the friendJ ~ 
gave them being ali,'e, tip to the date of the latest payment, as the N'.'VY 

Board never fails to acquaint those Agents who have J:Moen aCC118t~ed to 

issue the money for allotment., with every death that happens; each of 

whom is bound, llllder a penalty, to acknowledge the r~eipt of such an 
intimation withi n two days. The same formll are observoo in Ireland. 
where allotmcnts arc paid hy the Collectors or Commissioners of 

nCVCllUC. 

All enquiries concerning the situation or destinies of di~t:mt rt'lalives 

.!.cn·ing in the Roya l Marines when embarked on board of ship, should be 
preferred to the Navy Board. Somenlt"t Place. London, ::tnd through its 

present Secretary, (R. A. Ndson.) or whoever may ~lIccefod him, as t~e 

returns of ships are transmitted to that office, in which the Marines are 

included. 10 order to idcntify the Soldier. about whom an enquiry is made 
it is ncct"ssary to hand, at the same time. the numher of his did.!.ional 
company. as well a!. lhat of his aU?tmt'nt ti<"1tet. if he has granted one. 

Succcssfulrcfelence may aho be had to the di vision, where r.e is atta(,hed, 

by addf('<;sing a letter, "011 his Majestv's service," to the Adjut ant of it; 

tlh.ca!Js remarking the 'numbt'r ofllis Company 

In the year 1792 Marinelt were placed on the same footing, and became 

sharer<; in the ucnrfit of:1O Act" To prf"vcnt fraud" and ahuses in payment 
of wage!!. prize.l1lone}'. and atht'r allownnct:s." Wills, or It'ttcr'l of Attorll<'Y, 
when c).('clItcd on hoard of !.hip, must be attested by the Captain. li nd 011t' 

Of mOff' of tilt" rign;ng Offirrrs. Thf'Y arc not nllid lInJ e!.~ they arc re'f'O(o/dr, 
Tilt' Captain <lcCjII:lints the Na\'y Board in his ship's returns when any 

Senman or Marine tinder hi5 eommand hR!. made hi!. tt"~tament. whkh i~ an 

eviMnc!" of th!" jU!.l i(t' of fuIure claims on his properly in case of decea<;('. 

Any will m:Hlc h)' cilrn.'r, after hi~ diS'Charge from tilt' servil-e, or any power 

of Attorney afft"{"tifl~ 1'0,). priu.mvnt!J. Of othrr proJlf'rty acquired· by him, 
~l)l:ile on board lJis Majtslg'r flut. if exuuttd v;itnl1t the bills of Lomion or 

TVls/minster. must be attested by an Officer a"ppoinh't1 by the Treasurer of the 

NIl\,Y, where waglt m·l paid. If eithf'r a will or power of Attomty. 4S alxwe. 

i ... In:ldt'' ill England or Ireland. it mUlit ~ witnessed by the MiniAf'V ~nd 



~rroh w-roens; if in Scotl.and, by1he Clergyman Mid two Elders of thM 

parillbln 'Which the executor of 8l.Ich all .instrument may 1eiidc. 

Any Marine dying on LO:lrd jnttsJaft, upon infurmation of his dc('{'a~ 

reaching his friends, he who is entitled to hi~ dfcclh nlUhf gh'<, in a pl'lifiofl 

to the Inhpoctor of Wills. {}. Bt>dingfickl, E$fJ.) Solll('f'ot't 1)lllff'. Londoll. 

or wb~ver may bf' hb ~ll(jces50r. J/ating the' name of ~m h Mnrirll, 10 what 

part of the Kjll~'8 domiuions ht, hclanged. the !lame of t he ,hip or ~h ips ill 

which he sen cd, the Hpplicallt\ own Iwml', af filII I!lIg th, hi~ rd~ltio l\ 10, (II 

cOIlllt'xion with the defunct. whal othcl kinur('d till' U('ct':ht;'ri may 1.;1\'(' 

aliv{' to the best of the p<.'tilion{·r'~ knowkdg't', :llld will H' It' ~iJl'n l. Thi:. 

11l11.,l Lc certified Ly two IC$)lt'ctahk housd .. {'{'pt' r~ nf till' pa ri"b, tOWI', ('f Illa('c 

whl;'ce the anp[icant dwelLs, who mtlst ,wer th::t tht,y hdill '{' MI( h at'l'OUrlt 

to' UI.! lruf'. ~'hich j~ abo tu 1)(' aUt'stld by the Mil1i~tt.'1 :'In~l Cburl'l\ Wardcll~. 
that tbost ,ubscrihillg willl('~M'~ li ve III 11ll' pari,h, ami are uf honcst rqlUtt'. 

Upon a petition ulHl a l't'rtitic,\tt.', eXI'cutt'd :l2,rceable 10 such pre!>(',ilwd 

forms, bcin~ 11:I!l!orniw-d W the Impt'ctor uf Will", hI' will CUfluiJ(' iU{o tilL 

truth o[ .rI[ , and when satihficd that 110 will of til(' d!.!('(·a!9t'd If 'maill" with 
him, he will send or deli \er to the daimants an Il~trn{'f Ill' hi~ l't'lilinrr, 

with a not(' or tid .. !"! signeu lIy himsdf alld subjoined, rnarkL .. J hy hi s Hamp, 

re,presf'nting that such ~tiltcmcnt of the claimunt appt'ar' .111, 1, :l1Id thaI tl r(, 

perwn ...0 petitioning lDay hav!' lcttcr~ of admi!li~t rati()Jl In tl!C' d('('t' 3"Cd, 

prO'Virkd he is otherwiSC' entitled hy law , wb;rh will be addlc'M'11 to:t Proctfll 
ill Doctor'jo Common." thllt Jcttcr~ may pas~ in /;1\'our of the app1i(:rnl, whi[c' 

thc original petition and c('rlifi (,<l tt! are pto:'.:>!'Tvt'r! OJI t!rc ' rC(,(>ld~ 0/ tb(' 

Trt'lISuTer of the Navy :md kept hy him, llud the it'tIt'l of :ldlllinr ~tratjon 

llluM be icxlgt!d ami Tegi~tt.' r('d in the same 013111H't ah the !,whalc ~ of wll[ .. , 

with the Insp(''C lor. who OIU'lt "i\'e a ch('fj'1(' ~igllt'd and ~tam l'{'d hy him , ,;! 

his repr-='!elltati~·t', to the Admlnil>tratoTs OJ lhlir Arlorni('~, wh jc II \\iIJ f", 

sufficient for f'ilher to demand payment of aU Mum UU{' to ll)('/U 011 ;l('Olwt 

of the dec('Jscd. Proctor~ art' liabk 10 a pCllllhy of hOOt. if aiding to procure 

probaks no letters (If ..<iministratiollto cmpowt'r ally 10 le('ciH' jllly, priH'­

mOReY, &c. lor service ill the fiet!t. without 11:1\ ing fint (,btaine\! a ('t 'rtificate 

from tl)e lm.pector of Wills and powenr of Atturney, and they witi, 
mor~r. be incapacitatL-o from acting in a.ny EL'CksiastiL:u ('ourt of Gn::OlI 

B1fitain o~'lrel.all(l. 



Non-Commissioned Officut and Private Marines should Re cautious.' .. 
execute lalter wills and powers exactly conformable to the 'Prescribed rulei.. 
for if not ahendeu to, they will be 01 no effect, beshlell the testator. or 
executor being subjC(:t to a penalty. 

The statrd feee of Proctors arc a~ follow, and with them I shall dOIle an 
Appendix, which, I humbly trust, will pmve of genc.'ral benefit. E very 
remark which it contains is alike applicalJle in pursuing the intere&ts of the 
heirs of Seamen as well :IS of M:lrines. 

For seal, parchment, writing, and luing forth the probate granwd to thc 
ExC'cntoTi of any Marine whOlJC property il 201. • .•. £ 0 15 2 

To Proctor 011 letten of administration on do. when 201. 1 4 2 

. ... £ I .'. 
1 17 8 

To Proctor for probate when property il 401. 
Do. leltel"$ of admini~tralion when do. do. 

To Proctor for probate when property il60l. 
Todo. leIters Df ndulini.tration when do. do. 

To Procton for probate ... heft property is 1001. 
00. letters of adminittr"tion when do. do. 

.. .. £111 • 
2 • 6 

.. .. £ 1 13 B 
211 Q 

If the funds exceed my 
augmented, of which any 
limited. 

statements, the charges progrcs<J\'ely become 
Proctor can intnrm, as they are \Hliforroly 

t~. 

~.t. 5 .. ",,,.y. P<IIII .. , 
Bl,m;ncllam• 




